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Giving ah Account of a

.VOYAGE to CAN ADA,
AND

Travels through that vaft Country,

AND

Louisiana, to îKe Gulf of Mexico.

UNDERTAKEN

By Order of the prefent King of FRANCE,

By Father C IIJR LEFO 1X7

Being a more fall and accurate De-
fcription of Canada, and the neigh-

bouring Countries than has been
before publifîied j the Character of

every Nation or Tribe in that vaft

Tradt being given ; their Religion,

Cuftoms, Manners, Traditions, Go-
vernment, Languages, and Towns

j

the Trade carried on with them,
and at what Places 5 the Pofts or
Forts, and Settlements, efiablifhed

by the Frc?icb ; the great Lakes,

Water-Falls, and Rivers, with the

Manner of navigating them, the

Mines, Fifîieries, Plants, and Ani-
mals of thefe Countries.

With Refiedlions on the Miftakes the

French have committed in carrying

on their Trade and Settlements
;j

and the moft proper Method of
proceeding pointed out.

Ihciuding alfo an Account of the Au-
thor's Shipwreck in the Channel of

Bahama, and Return in a Boat to

the Mijfi£ippi, along the Coail of

the Gulf of Mexico, with his Voy-
age from thence to St, Dcmmgc,
and back to France^

Printed for R. Goadby, and Sold by R, Baldwin in Pate?^-
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THE

CONTENTS.
ABE NAQUIS, the Viilage of

thefe Savages at Beckancourty 52.

their Village at St, Francois, 60. of

their Nations, 112.

Algonquins, of th^ Algonquin Language,
112. the Lower A/gonquinSy 112.

the Hi^hQr Algonquinsyii^' Charac-.

ter of the Algonquin Language, 121

.

Particularities of this Language,
122. Difference between the People

of the Hurgn Nations and the Al-

gonquins^ 123. Origin of the W^r
; "-which the Algonquins and the Hu-
runs have maintained againft the Jro-

' ^uoisy 124. and Sequel of this War,
126.

Anticofie, Ifle, its Defcription, 13.

Annsy offenfive and defçnfivç, of thç

Savages, 143,

Afltnihoilsy Savages, their Chara£ler
5

""Lake of the AJfiniboihy no, iii.

Jifh Treesy of Canada, 93.
Adour, a Pink of the Company's ; the

Author embarks in it, 345. the

Ship ill commanded, 346. fets fail,

347* the bad Management of this

Ship, and its Wreck, 349.
Akanfas, a Savage Nation : Defcripti-

on of the River of the Akanfas
different Tribes of thçfe People,

306, 307. Mortahty among them,

307-
Ambajfadorsy their Reçeption and Au-

dience by the Natchex, 322.
Apalaches, a Savage Nation, 363.
Apparitions, how the Savages come to

believe them, 275,
Aiftmms, Jugglers of Acadia^ 270,

B

Bank, the Great, of Newfound/and,
defcribed, 2. Caufe of the Wind
and Fogs there, 3.

Bay, HudfonSy of the Inhabitants of

its Environs, 107. and the follow-

ing} other Savages of this Bay,

Bay y of the TJonnonthouans, its Defcrip-

tion, 145.

Bayy of the Noquets, 202.

Bay, of the Puans, or fimply, the Bay^

a Fort and Miffîon in this Place,

203. the Savages of this Bay dance

the Calumet, 207.

Beçch Tree, 94.
Bear, Preparations and Superftitions

of the Savages for hunting this Ani-

mal, 55. The Bear is fix Months
without eating, 56. The Manner
of hunting the Bear 5 a ridiculous

Ceremony when a Bear is killed 5

how the Hunters are received at

their Return, 57. Some Particula-

rities of the Bear, 58.

Beaver, Diiference of that of Canada

from that of Europe, 38. Of their

Fur, 39. Anatomical Defcription of

this Animal, 39, 40. Of the fat and
dry Beaver Skins, 41, 42. Different

Ufes of the Fur, 42. The Induftry

and Labours of th^ Beavers, 42, 43,
&c. Their Forefight, 44, 45. Of the

Land Beavers, 45. Of hunting the

Beaver, 46. Some Particularities of

this Creature, 47.
Bçckancourt, its Situation, 50. River

of the fame Name
5
why called the

Stinking River, 50, 51. Of the

A Absnaqul



CONTENTS
j^benaqul Village of Beckancourt, lyZ,

Birds, various Kinds of, 88. The Fly

Bird, 89. How it differs from the

Humming- Bird of the Iflands^ 90.

Buffaloe, Hunting the Buffaloe in Ca-

r.ada, 68. Dsfcription of this Ani-
mal, 68.

Bidl-mujk, Defcription of this Animal^

69.

Bahama, Paffage thro' the Channel,

375. Route we muft take to go
from thence to St. Domingo, 376.
Old Channel of Bahama, '^j6,

B^y of St. Bernard, 343.
Bay of MatariTca, defcribed, 375.
Ballfe, Ifle of, or Thouloufe, Salt Springs

here, 335.
Bayagoulas, a Savage Nation, 330.
Bt^an Tree, of Canada, 225.
Bellona, a Velfei.of the Company, the

Author embarks in it, 371. The Go-
vernor of the Ha-vannah refufes to

let this VefTel enter his Port, 374.
Miftake of the Pilots in their Reck-
oning, 377. Difficulties they are un-
der on difcovering Land, the Refo-
lution they take, 377. Unexpeâ:ed
Succefs of their Attempt, 378. Ar-
rival at Cape Francois, 379.

Biloxi, Arrr/al at, "340. Defcription of

the Coaft & Road of Bikxi, whence
it had this Name, 340, 341. Climate
of Biloxi, Departure from thence,

. 344. Obfervations on this Coait,

345. Return of the Author and Part

•of the Crew of the Adour to Biloxi,

367. Second Departure from this

Place, 371.

C

Cdimet, of the Calumet of the Saya-

ges, and its Ufe, 133, 134. Of ' its

Origin 134,13 5. Defcripticn of the

Dance of the Calumet, 207. Trea-

ties made by Means of this D^nce,

Canada, falfe Notions People had of it

m France, 31. Miliakes that were
made at the firft Settlement, 31,32.
Ill Condua in Refpeft to the Skin

Trade, 33. Of Licences, and their

Abufes, 34, 35. Various Changes
in the Money, 36, 37, &c. The
Difference of tiie Beaver of Canada

from that of Europe, 38. Of the

Lordfhips of Canada, 49. The righ£

of Patronage not attached to^themy

Gentlemen are allowed to trade, 50.
Canada not known in France but by
its worft Side ; exceffive Cold there,

96. The happy Condition of its In-

habitants, 102. Its Extent, 109.

Of the Vines of this Country, 128,

Why the Trees have no Leaves in

the Month of May, 130.

Canadi.ms^ Creoles of Canada, their hap-

py Condition, 102. Many know not

bow to make Advantage of it, 102.

Good and bad Qualities of the Cre-

eled, 103, 104, &c.'

Canoes, Defcription of the Canoes of

Bark, ii8.

Carcajou, or ^.inquajou, how it hunts
the Orignal, 65, 67.

Cardinal Bird^ in Canada, '^g.

Caribou, Defcription of this Creature,

^7-
. ....

Cafconchiagon, River, its Defcription, *

144.

Cafor, of the Ifles, and the Nation of

the Caftor, (Beaver) 195.

Cafioreum, what.it is, 41.

Cafaracoui, Reflexions on the Fort of

Cataracoui, and on the Way they

take to go to it, 117. Defcription

of this Fort, 120. Route from this

Place to Famine Bay 5 a Defcription

of the Country, 128, 129.

Cedars, of tvs^o Species in Canada, 93,
Cedars white and red, 171.

Chambly Fort, its Situation, 83, 84.

Charlevoix, Author of thefe Letters,

fets fail, 2. Efcapes a Storm, 4»

How he is received by the Poute-

miatarnies, 175. ilis Departure from
Detroit to go to MichilVmakinac,

390. An Adventure that hap-

pened to him in the River St. Jo~
jeph,i%'i^. His Departure from Fort

St. Jofeph, 272. Th$ News ihe hears

at Pimiteouy, he finds himfelf be-

tween four Parties of Enemies,284.

His Difiiculties, 285. The Care of

the Chief for his Safety, 287. He
baptizes the Daughter of this Chief,

288. His Departu re from the Nat-

chez, 326. He embarks in tlie Ar-

dour, 345. He arrives at Ha^vrc de
•

Karace, 3 S4,
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ÇAefs, of the Savages 5 Remarks on

their Names, 181. Of the Succef-

fion and Eleétion of the Chiefs, and

of their Power, 18 1, 182. Of tlie

War Chiefs, 182.

Cody of the Cod and the Fifliery, &c.

5, 6.

Cold, exceffive, in Canada, 96, 97. The
Inconveniencies of it, 97. Reflexion

on the Caufes of thé great Cold, 98,

&c.

Compafsy Remark on the Variation of

the Compafs, 17.

Copper, Mines of Copper on the Bor-

ders of the Upper Lake, 194.

Council, of three Savage Nations held

with the Commandant of Detroit,

the Refult of it, 173, 174. Of the

Affiflants, or Counfellors, in the

Councils of the Savages, 182. The
Wifdom ot thefe Councils, 183. Of
the Orators who have a Right to

fpeak in them, 184.

Caimans, in the River of the Tafous,

309.
Caciquey Defcription of the Grand

Cacique, 378.
Cape Francois, of St. Domingo, its De-

fcription, 3S0. Of the Plain of the

Cape, Obfervations on this Colony

381, 382. Departure from the Cape,

382.

Çaffine^ or u^palachine, a Shrub, the

Virtue of its Leaves, 341.
Chaouachasy 2i Savage Nation, 334.
Chapitoulas, a Savage Nation, 332.
Chetimachas, a Savage Nation, 330.
Chicacbas, a Savage Nation, 305. Riyer

of the Chicachas, 305.
Çolapijjas, a Savage Nation, 330,
Cold, extreme, 301, 303.
Cotton, on the Tree in Louijiana^ 312,
Remark on the Root of the Tree
that bears it, 329.

Creiv, of the Adour, Meafures they
take to fave them/elves, 351. The
Paflengers diftruft them, 352. Dif-

turbances in the Ship, 354. The
Steadinefs of the Officers, 355. An
Englijh Ship endeavours in vain to

fUccour them, 355. They deliberate

on the Courfe they are to take, 3 58.

They are divided, 358. The great-

eft Number return co Biloxi, 359.
Their Dsfpair, 359. Their Provifî-

E
,

N T S.

ons fail, 360. They meet withfome
Spaniards who had been wrecked.
Danger of being deftroyed, 361.
They arrive at St. Mark Apalache^

361. Departure from thence, 364,
Falfe Alarm, 365. They arrive at

J'^fip^i 3^5- Departure from
thence, 368. Arrive at Penjarole,

368. And from thence at Bi/oxi,

369.
Cul?a, Defcription of the North Coafl

of this Ifland, 348.
Currents, Remarks on thofe of the

Lakes of Canada : Great Currents
between the Turtle IJlands and the
Martyrs, 359.

Cyprefs, of Louijiana, Remark on its

Virtues^ 329,

D

Dance of Fire, among the Savages, its

Defcription, 148, 149. A Story on
this Subjed:, 149.

Dance of the Calumet, its Defcription,

207. Dance of the Difcovery, 208,
Treaties made by Means of the
Dance of the Calumet, 208. Other
Dances, 208. Dance of the Bull,

209. Dances ordered by the Phyli-
cians, 209.

Defcription, of the Great Bank of NeiV'-
Joiindland, 1, 3. Of a Storm, 4. Of
ÛVQlÇiQ oi Anticofle, 13. Of ^ebec^
19, &c. Of the Miffion of Loretta,

28. Of the Town of Trois Rivieres,

53. Of the Orignal, 64. Of the
wild Bull or BufFaloe, 68. Of the
Mufk Bull, 69. Of the Ifland and
Town of Montreal, 73, 74, &c. Of
the Seal, 79. Of the Falls of the
River -Sf. Laurence, 116, 117, 119,
Of the Canoes of Bark, 118. Of
the Fort of Cataracoui, 120. Of
the South Coaft of Lake Ontario^

Ï36. Of the Racquets for walking
upon the Snow, and of the Sledges
for carrying the Baggage, 142. 0£
t\\QK\VQV Cafconchiagon, 144. Of the
Bay of the' Tfonnonthouans, 145. Of
the River Niagara, 145. Of the
Country of the Environs of this

River, 147. Of the Fire Dance,
148. Of the Fall of Niagara, 152,
153, &c. Of Lake Erie, 169.
Of the Upper Lake, 193, Of the

Dance
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Dance of the Calumet, 207.

Betrolty Arrival at Detroit, the Nature

of the Country, 171. Of the Savages

fettled near the Fort, 172.

Dogs, of the Dogs the Savages ufe for

huntingj 5S.

Beath, v^dVat paffes at the Death of a

Savage^ 273. Their Generoflty to

the Dead : Of their Funerals^Tombs,

Apparitions, various Praélices a-

bout the Dead, 273, 274, à-c. What
paffes after the interment : Of
Mourning, 276. The Notion of the

Savages about thofe who die vio-

lent DealhS;, 277. The Feaft of

Souls, 277. The Manner of mourn-
ing for the Dead among the lU'moh^

2S7.

Bduge-y Tradition of the Deluge a-

mong^he Savages, 297.

^'tfcnption of the Feflivai of Dreams,

259, &c. Of the T/j^^Â'i/^i, 279. Of
thQ Kûfiafquias, 2gz,_ Of the MiJJi-

f.ppl above the IIIif:ah, 294, &c. Of
the Country of the NatcLe^y 310.

Of the great Viilafî;e and Temple of

the Natchcxy 312/ Of a Feftival of

th.^ Natchez:^ 31 3. Of Ncw OrkanSy

324. Of tlie River and Village of

the Tcnfcasy 327. Of the principal

Moqth of the M/JJÎfftppi, 336, &c.

Of tiie Coafl, the Road^ and the

Poft of Biloxly 340, 341. Of the

North Coafc of the liland of Cuda,

-43. Of the Martyr Iflands, 356.

Uf the Country of the j^palackcsy

362. Of St. Jofiphy 366. Of the

Bay of Penfacoky 367. Of the Port

pf the Ha'-ja^nahy 373. Of the Bay
01 Matanxay 375. Of the grand

Cacique, 378. Of Cape Francoisy

380. Of the Port of Plymouth^

M)efer tionsf frequent in Loirtfanay 370.

DlegOy Don, Cacique of the Savages of

the Martyrs y vifits the French who
^fcaped from the Wreck of the A-
àour, 356. His Authority : He re-

refufes to give the French Guides to

go to S/. Ai'gvfi'iny 357.

pîfcafes common among the Savages,

266. Their extravagant Notion of

Difeafes, 269.

.Vorac^oe:, Remark on the Doradoes,

382.

Bréams, of their Nature according to

E N T s.

the Savages, 257. A Story on this,

Subjeél, 257. How they are fatis-

iied about a Dream, when it is tod
hard to accomplifiV its Inftrudions,

^58. Of the Feftival of Dreams : A
Defcription of one of thefe Fefl.i-

vals, 25^, &:c,

E

Eaglesy of two Kind in Canada, 87,
Edipfesy what the Savages of Canada

think of them, 298.
Eelsy of the Eel Fiihery in Canada'j^^,,,

Elmsy two Species of Elms in Q(i^:fÇfi:à^

94- f l:>
EngliJhyBifTQrence between XmÈnglîfi
and French Colonies, 27. The Eng-
lijh oppofe a Settlement on the Ri-*

ver Niagara v/ithout EfteQ:, 147,
An Engllp Ship endtavours in vaia
to fuccour the Crèv/ of the A-
^/owr, 3.55. An Englip Interloper at

Biloxty his Fate, 369, 374. Endea-r

. vcur to bring over the French Allies

to their Party, 370. The French

meet with an EngUJh Ship, 382,
The Captain's Behaviour, 383. The
Ingenuity of the EngUJh to catch
Pirates, 384,,

Erk\ Defcription of Lake Erky 169*
Of the North Coaft of this. Lake^
169.

EJkimauXy Savages, their Charadler
Cuftoms^ 106 ^c.

F

Fally of Niagara^ defcribed, Remarks
on this Cafcade, 152, 153. Falls of

the River St. taurcncçy 116, 117,

ÏÏ9. Fail of Montmorenci. 19. Fall

of the Recoilet
y 75. Fall of St,

Louts: Iroquois Village there, 76^,

77. Origin of this Settlement, 105,

Farn'mcy Route ixom Cataracoui to Fa-
mine Bay, 128. Defcription of this

Place, 129.

Firsy four Species of, in Canada, 92.
Firey Defcription of the Fire Dance j a

Story on this Subjed, 148, 149.
Fijb, of thofe that are taken in the

Gulf and River St. Laurencey 85.
Fiih peculiar to Canaday 87. Armed
Fifh, how it catches Birds, 86.

FkaFIant/its Eifeds, 178,
Foun^
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fDunfalm, fingular, 145.

i^oxeS'^ of Canada, 70.

French, Difference between the Trefi£b

Colonies and the EngUjh, 27,

Fafls, of the Savages, 252.

Fefti'ual, of the Dead, among the Sa-

vages of Canada, 277, 278, &c. A
Feftival of the Natche?:,, 318.

Fire, Religion of Fire in Florida,

Flortdu, the Inconveniencies of the

Coaft of Florida, 360.

Forefts, oVLouifiana, 306.

French, deprivet! of Spiritual Aids a-

mong the Natchez, 325. Their fre-

quent Defertions in Lomfiana : A
Confpiracy of fome difcovered, 370.

Fruit Trees of Louijiana, 293, 294. V/hy

the Leaves fall fo foon, aiid appear

fo late on the Trees of Louifiana,

302.

Flinerah èf the Savages oi Canada, 274,

Game, of the Game of the Difîi, or

of the Little Bones, 176. Superfti-

tious Ufe of it for the Cure of Dif-

tempers, 176.

Vame of the Strazvs, and other Games
ufed among the Miamies^ 226, 227,

.

Vafpe, ovVàchepe, Bay and Point of

this Name, 112.

Gulf, in the Place of a Mountain,
overturned, 15,

Gnv.'i., Good and Evil, according to

the Savages, 250. The neceiTary

Preparations to obtain a Guardian
Genius, 250. The Savages fome-
times change their Guardian Genii,

ând V7hy, 251. Of the evil Genii,

262,

Ghifeng, of that of Canada, 225.

Grant, of Mv. Laiv, j^Q-j, A Grant
badly fituated, 309. Other Grants
ill fituated, 328. The Grants oî St.

Reyne, and of Madam De Meniere:,

329. That of M. Diron, 329. That
of M. le Comte WArtagnon, 331,

C'^lf, in the River of MiJJiJfippi, 310.

H

Harts, of Ccwadd, 67.

Hontan, (the Baron dc la) his Calumny
on the Fair of Montreal, 78.

Marcns, a Savage Nation : Of the Peo-

E N T S. ril

pie of this Language, 115, Charac-
ter of the Huron Language, 121^

Particularities of this Languxiee,

122. Difference between the Hu--

?'ons and the Algonquins, J23. Ori-
gin of the War which the Hurons
and Algonquins have maintained a-

gainft the Iroquois, 124, 125, '2:0,

An extraordinary Malady of a Hu-
ron V/oman, and ihe ridiculous Me-
thod of her Cure, 150, 151. In
v/hat Temper the Author linds th^;

Burojis of Detroit, 1 75. How they

punifh Murder, 1S7, 188. Régula--

tions about Things found, iSo. A
fin^-ular Inftance of a Thing found,

189.

Balr, why the Savages have no Hair
on their Bodies, 220.

Ha'uarrnah, Defcription of the Port oT

the Ha'vannah, 373. The Governor
refufes Leave to enter I'lis Port, 374^

I

Jcjmts, Defcription of their College at

^lebec, 23. .

lUinois, a Savage Nation, feem to ha\T
the fame Origin as the Aliamies^

114.

Iroquois, of the Fall of St. Louis, anâ
Vhe Mountain. Diforders caufed by
Brandy among them, 77. Origin of

their Settlemeht at the Fall of St.

Louis, 105. Policy of tliQ Iroquois,

î'84.

Ijlands, Bird, ii. Ifiands aux Coudres^

15, 16. Ifle of Orleans, 17, lilands

of Richlieu and St. Traneois, 59,,

liland oVJefus, 75. Iflands of St^

Feter, 10.

Jezvs, the Affinity of the Savages
with the Je^s, 253.

Illinois, a Savage Nation on the River
of the Illinois, 280, 281. Their Re-
ception of their Prifoners,282.Theif

Manner of burning tîxem, 2S2. Par-
ticularities of their Parties of V/ai'^

283. Their doieful Songs, 283. A
remarkable Story of one of their

Chiefs, 286. Their . Manner of
mcurnmg for the Dead, 287. Dif-

ferent Tribes of the Illinois, 296.
The Ufefulnefs of the Pod of û\t

Illinois, 300. Marks of the Wai ri-

ors, 304.

Indigo, QÎ Louijii^nay 312*
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jf^ugg^^i'h of Canada, 263, 264, &c.

Their Tricks, 264. Inftaliation of

the Jugglers, 265. Impofture of the

Jugglers, 270. Their Cruelty to the

Sick in defperate Cafes, 270. Jiig-

giers of" Acadia called Autmolns, z-jo.

Jugglers of the NatcheT^, 321,

K

l^tkapous, a Savage Nation, 1 14.

Kajkajquiasy Defcriptioh of the Kaf-
kajquiasy 292, 293.

L

take, of the AJfm'iho'ds, 111, Lake of

St. Peter, 52.

Z'ake, the Upper, its Defcription, 193.
Fable of the Savages about this

Lake, 193. Copper Mines on its

Borders, 194.

Lakes, the Flux and Reflux in thofe

of Canada, 129.

Language:, GÎ Canada, Huron Language,
Algonquin Language j Particularities

of the two Languages, 122.

Lemons, of the Strait (Detroit) 178.

Lencornet, Defcription of this Fifli
j

Method of taking it, 85.

Licences, the Abufe of Licences, 34.

Loretto, a Village in Canada, Defcrip-

tion of the Miffion fettled there,

28.

Lakes, of Canada, Remark on their

Currents, 211.

Lake, of Pontchartra'in, 345.
Laiu, Mr. his Grant at the Ahanjas,

307.
Lomjlana, Fruit Trees of this Coun-

try, 293, 294. Its Forefls, <^o6.

Where they ought to build their

Houfes, 338. From whence pro-

ceeds the wrong Notion, which
they have in France, of this Coun-
try, 339. Frequent Defertions in

LouiJiGna, 370.

M
Magdalen, ov Magdaleine, Cape Mag-

dalen, 54.
Magicians, how punilhed among the

Savages, 188.

Malhomines, or ivild Oats, a Savage
Nation, 202^

E N t S.

'

Maple, of its Juice, 60. Male and
I em ale Maple, 93.

Marriages, of the Savages. Of the

Plurality of Wives and Hu/bands.
Of the Degrees of Kindred, 196.
Particular Laws for Marriages,

196. How they treat of P^ar-

riages, 197. The Ceremonies of
. Marriage, 198.

Mafcot/tlns, a Savage Nation, 114.

Miamiçs, Savages, feem to have the

famé Origin as the Illinois, 114.

Their
;

particular Cuftoms to pre-

pare themfeîves for War, 141.

Michillimakinac, the Situation of this

Foil, 192. Traditions of the Sa-

vages about MichilUmàkinac, Plenty

of Fhh here, 194, 195.

MiiJouri, the Savages of the Mijfour}

defeat a Party of Spaniards, 204.

Money, various Changes in that of

Canada, 36, 37.

Montreal, Difference betv/een the

Coui-itry of ^lehcc and that of

Montreal, 72. Defcription of the

liland and Town of Montreal, 73^,

74. Of the Environs of this Ifland,

76. Of the Fair of Montreal, 78.

Mountain, Iroquois Village of the

Pvîountain, 77.

Mai?<:>, QjC:im oi Canada, 237. Of the

Bread of Maiz, 239. Maiz rotted.

, hov/ ufed by the Savages, 238.

Marameg, river, its mines, 291, 292.

Marquette, river of Father Marquette.

, 222.

Marriages, of tliQ Natchez, 319.

Marfial, Englifb Interloper at Biloxï,.

. 360. His Fate, 374.
Marty rs,^ Savages in the Ifles of, 351.

Defcription of thofe Jfles, 356. Great

Currents between the Martyrs and
t\\Q Turtle IJlands, '2^ii,(^,

MatanT^a, Defcription 6f the Bay of

Matan'x.a, 375.
MMubile,'K\-^tx of, 343.

Murder, how punilhed by the Huronsp

187, iS8.

Medicine, the PrincipJes on which all

the Phyfic of the Savages is found-

ed, 269.

Men, their Origin, according to the

Savages, 248, 249i.

Aiia?nies, a Savage Nation ; Games
ufed among them, 226, 227.

Michigan^ Danger of the Navigation
of
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Lake Michigan : Remark on the

Rivers that run into it from the

Eafl, 2ZI, 222.

Mîfîcs, Secrecy of the Savages about

the Mines of their Country, 225.

Mines of the River Marameg, 291.

Mines of Iron, 303.
Mijtonaries, among the Natchez, with-

out Succefs, 325.

MiJJiJfîppi: Entrance into it by the

River of the IlUnoisy 290. Conflu-

ence of the MtJJouri and the Miji-

Jtppiy 291. Defcription of this River

above the Illinois^ 294, 295. The
Manner of navigating the Mijjlffippiy

301. Changes that have happened
in the Mouth of it, 333, Of the

PafTes of the Miffijjtppiy 335. Of its

principal Mouth, and other Paiïès,

336. Means of opening the prin-

cipal Pafs, 337. Breadth between
the PaflTes, 337. Difficulty of na-

vigating the River, 338, 345. Re-
mark on the Waters of the MiJJtJfip-

ply 348.

Mijjouriy Confluence of this River and
the Miffiffippiy 291, People fettled

on this River and its Environs,

294.
Mourning, of the Savages of Canada,

276, That of the Natchex, 321.

Myrtle : Of the Myrtle Wax, 342.

Name, Obfervations ort the Names of

the Savage Chiefs, 181. Of naming
their Children, 200. Remarks on
their Names, 201.

Necklaces, of the Strings, Necklaces,

or Belts of Porcelain, 132.

Newfoundland, of the Inhabitants of
this Ifland, 105.

Niagara, River. Its Defcription, 14 c.

Projet: of a Settlement on this Ri-
ver. Fruitlefs Oppofition of the
EngUjh, 147. Defcription of the
Country of Niagara, 147. De-
fcription of the "Fall of Niagara.
Remarks on this Cafcade, 152, i«;3.

NoquetSy Savages. Bay of the No-
quetSy 202.

Natchex, a Savage Nation
;

Defcripti-

on of their Country, 310, &c. De-
fcription of the great Village, and
th€ Temple^, 312^ &-c. Of îhe N.^ ^-

E N T S. Ix

tion in general, 314. Of the Gre^^
Chief, and the Woman Chief, 315*
What happens at their Death, 31-6.

Their Manners and various Cuf-
toms, 317, 318. Defcription of one
of their Feftivais, 318. They offer

the firft Fruits in the Temple : Of
their Marriages : Of levying Sol-

diers, 319. Of the Provifions for

War : Of their Marches and
Encampings : Of the Prifoners ;

Names of the Warriors, 320. Of
their Jugglers : Of Mourning,
321. Their Treaties î Audience
given to Ambafladors, 322. Mif-
fionaries at the Natchez without
Succefs, 325.

O

Oaks, of two Species in Canada, 93.
Ontario, Defcription of the South
Coaâ of Lake Ontario, 136.

Onneyoiith, Courage of an Onneyouih

Captain, burnt by the Hurons, 166.

Orignal, or Elk. Defcription of this

Animal, 64. The proper Time to

hunt the Orignal, 65. Various
\yays of chacing him, 65, 66.

How the Carcajou, or wild Cat^

hunts him, 66.

Onîagar/iies,S2LV2L^Q'à, IÎ4, ,.

Ouiaouais, Savages, 113,

Orleans, (New) its Defcription, 324,
Remarks on its Situation : Little

Depth of the Country below this

City, 332, 333. . The State of it at

the Departure of the Author, 334.
Ouahache, River. Its Situation, 303,
Oumas, a Savage Nation, 330.

Oyfier^y of two Sorts On the Coaft of
Florida, 360.

P

Partridge!;, three Sorts in Canada, 88.

Peltry, 111 Conduéï in Refpe<ft to this

Trade, 33, &c. Of vv-hat they

call the fn:all Peltry, ^jo.

Pines, of two Species in Canada^ 92,

Porcelain y of Canada, 132. O'i the

•Strine:?, Necklaces, or Belts of
Porcelain, Their Ufe, 132, 133,.

PoJ}, how, they go Poil in a Siedge/

49,81.
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Porpoijesy of two Colours, 8i. Ufe

of their Skins, 82. The Way of

fiftiingfor them, 82,83,
Fouteouatamlesy Savages, 114. The

Author's Reception of them, 175.
Ifles of the Peuteouatamies, 202.

Priejis, who are Priefts among the

Savages, 253, 266.

TrifonerSf of War among the Savages.

Their firft Reception, 160. Their

Boaftings, t6i. What they make
them fufFer at their Entrance into

the Village, 161. The Diftribution

of the Captives, 162. How they

decide their Fate, 162. Of the

Adoption of a Captive, ii63. Of
thofe that are to be burnt, 164.

How they receive their Sentence of

Condemnation, 164. The Prin-

ciple of the Barbarity they exercife

on thefe Occafions, 165.

Pr'îfoners, of War : Their Reception

by the Illinois, and the Manner of

burning them, 282. How they are

treated by the NatcbeZy 320.

Tro'vence, a Angular Adventure of a

Ship of Pro'vence, 27, &c.

Tuans, (Jiinking) Savages fo called,

403. Of the Fort and Miflion of

thé Bay of the Puans, 203,

Parrots, of Louljiana, 284.

Pujfengers, efcaped from the Wreck of

the Adour : What pafTes between

them and the Savages of the Mar-
tyrs, 352. They diftruft the Ship's

Crew, 352. Several fav'd by a

good Providence, 353. Their

Trouble from the Savages, 353.

Penfacole, Tides at Penjacole, 364. De-

fcription of the Bay of Penjacole,

'i^^i'j. It is reftored to the Spaniards,

369.
Pmiteouy, Village of the Illinois, 284,

Remarkable Story of the Chief of

this Village, 286. His Care for the

Safety of Father Ckark'voix, 287.

His Daughter is baptized, 288.

Pines, red and white, 223.

Pirates, Ingenuity of the EngUJh to

catch them, 384.

plyî^uth. Arrival at Plymouth : De-

fcription of this Port, 383.

Point, cut off, 308. Second Point cut

ff, 328.

Pouteouatames, a Savage Nation Of
their Chief, and their Orator, 228:,

E N T S.

Pyromancy, pra£tifed by the Savages,

265.

^ehec. Origin of the Name of this

City, 18. Its Situation, 19. De-
fcription of this City, and its prin-

cipal Buildings, 19, 20, &c. The
Epifcopal Palace, 21, The Ca-
thedral and the Seminary, 21. The
Fort and Cape Diamond, 22. The
Recolkts and the UrJuUnes, 22. The
Jefuits College, 23. The Hofpital,

24. The General Hofpital, 24,
25. Of the Fortifications, 25» Of
the Inhabitants of this City, 26.

DiiFerence between the Country of
^ebec and that of Montreal, 72.

Scarry, on the Banks of the MiJ-

R

Pase, (Cape) its Situation, 10.

Racquets, Defcription of the Racquets
for walking on the Snow, 142.

Rat, (Mufk) its Defcription, 48.
Rattle-Snake, its Defcription. Re-
medy for its Bite, 91.

Recollets, Defcription of their Houfe
at ê^ebee, 22,

Richlieu, Iflands of Richlieu, 59, 72»
Of Fort Richlieu, 6i.

Rinjer, of Beckancourt, 50, 51.

Ri'ver des Prairies, (of the Meadows)

75-
Roe-buck, Particularities of that of

Canada, 69.

Rojiers, Cape R(fiers, 12.

Reeds, 302.

Remarks, on the Heat, and on the dif.

ferent Latitudes, 372, 373. On the

Colony of Cape Francois, in St, D$-
mingo, 381.

Ri'vers, Remarks on thofe that run

into Lake Michigan, 222.

Rt'ver, of Father Marquette, 222.

River, of the Illinois, 280. Its Courfe,

290, Its Entrance into the MiJ-

fijfippi, 290.

Ri'ver Ouabache, or Wabache, 303.
Rit'er, of the Chicachas, 305.

Ri'ver^ of the Akanjas, its Defcrip*

tion, 306.

River, of the Tafaus, 308,
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Mher, {RedJ 328.

River, of Maubtle, 343,

S

Saguenayy River, 14,

Saint Laurence, of the Gulf of this

Name, 11. Of the Entrance of
the River St, Laurence, 12. Of its

Tides, and the Variation of the

Compafs, 16, 17. Of the Fifh
taken in the Gulf and River of St.

Laurence, 85, 86. Defcription of
the Falls of this River, 116, 117,
119.

St. Francois, Ifles and Village of St,

Français, 59, 60. Lake of St, Fran-
cois, 118.

St, Paul, (Bay of) 16.

St, Peter s Ftp, Defcription of it, 85.
St, Peter's IJlands, 10, Lake of St.

Peter, 52,
S^kis, a Savage Nation, 204. A

Council of the Sakis, and on what
Occafion, 205.

Savages, Zeal of the Chriftian Savages
of Loretta, 28. Preparations and
Superftitions of the Savages for

hunting the Bear, 55, 56. The
Manner of hunting the Bear : A
ridiculous Ceremony when the

Bear is killed : How the Hunters
are received at their Return, 57.
Of their hunting Dogs, 58. They
marry the Seine before they ufe it,

S6. Chara^er of thofe of the En-
virons of Hudfons Bay, 107, 108.

Of the Savages of the North of

Canada, 112. Other Savages of

Hudfon s Bay, 113. The Manner
^f declaring War among the Sa-

vages, 130. Motives which en-

gage the Savages to make War,
^3^> See War, The No-
tion the Savages have of Cou-
rage, 139, 140. The Principle

of the Barbarity they exercife to-

wards their Prifoners of War, 165,
Their Skill in Négociations, 167,
368. Savage Nations fettled near

the Fort of Detroit, 172. Council
•of the three Nations at the Fort,

173. The Refult of it, 174.
Savages, of Canada : Why they are

more eafily converted than more
.civilized Nations^ 179» A general

E N T S. xi

Idea of their Government, 180.

Divifions of the Nations int©

Tribes, 180. Obfervations on th«

Names of the Chiefs, 181. Of the

Succeffion and Eleétion of the

Chiefs, 181. Of their Power, 182.

Of the AfTiftants or Counfellors :

Of the Body of the Elders: Of
the War-Chiefs, 182. The Power
of the Women in fome Nations,

183. The Wifdom of thefe Coun-
cils, 183. Of the Orators: Of
the Interefts of thefe People : The
Policy of the Iroquois, 184, Of the

Government of the Villages : The
Defeds of this Goverment, 185.
How jealous the Savages are of
their Honour, 189. The Pains the

young Savages take to adorn them-
lelves, 191. Fable x)f the Savages

2ihonX. ÛiQ Upper Lake, 193. Their
Traditions about MichUlimakinac^

J94. Their Marriages, 196, &c,
Jealoufy of the Savages, 197. Of
naming their Children, 200. Re-

-marks on their Names, 201. The
Savages of the Bay des Puans dance

.

the Calumet, 206. Superftitions

of the People near the Bay, 210.

Various Nations to the North and
y^GÏioi Canada, ^ïl,

Savages, of Canada : Their Portrait :

Their Strength, 212. Their Vices:
Why they do not multiply : Advan-
tages they have over us, 2

1 3 . Their
Eloquence : Their Memory : Their
Penetration : Their Judgment,
214. Their Greatnefs of Soul, &c.
Their Conftancy in fufFering Pains,

215, Their Valour: Their Kind-
nefs to each other, 217. Their
Pride, and their other Failings, 217*
Their Qualities of the Heart, 218.

Example of the little Affedlion of

Children for their Parents, 218,

Particular Friendfnips among the

Savages, 219. The Colour of the

Savages, 219. Why they have no
Hair on their Bodies, 220. Their
Secrecy concerning their Simples^

and the Mines of their Country,

225. The fad Confequences of their

Drunkennefs, 228. Their Happi-
nefs, 229. Their Contempt for

our Way of living, 230. The Care

Mothers take of their Children,
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2^30, The ridiculous Shapes which
fome give to their Children, 231.
What ilrengthens them, and makes
them fo well fliaped, 232. Their
firft Exercifes, and their Emuiation,

232, In what their Education con-
flits, 233. Of the PalBons of the

Savages, 233. How they prick

themfelves all over the Body, 234.
How, and why they paint their

Faces : The Ornaments of the
Men, 235, Of the Ornaments of
the Women, 236. Of their Sow-
ing and Harveft : Of the Maiz,

^37. Of the Sagamitty : Of the

Rock Tripe, and rotten Maiz,
238. Of the Bread of the Maiz :

Various Roots, &c. and their Ufe :

Works of the Women, 239. Works
©f the Men : Their Tools : The
Form of their Villages, 240. Their
Manner of fortifying themfelves :

Of their Winter Camps, 241. Their
Naftinefs : The Inconveniencies of
the Summer for them, 244. A
fhort Portrait of the Savages, 245.
Their Notion of the Origin of
Man, 248. Their Notion of Spi-

rits, 249. Their Sacrifices : Their
Fafts : Their Vows, 252. Their
-Affinity with the Jew^ : Their
Priefts, 253. Their Vcftals : Their
Thoughts" of the Immortality of
the Soul, 254. Their Notion of
what becomes of the Soul, when
feparsted from the Body : Why
they carry Provifions to the Tombs:
The Prefents they make to the

Dead : Of the Country of Souls,

255. How they pretend to merit
eternal Happinefs : What they think
of the Souls of Beâfts, 256. The
Nature of Dreams, according to

the Sava^^;es, 257. Their common
Diflempers, 266. The Uie they
r^iake of their Simples : Divers
other Remedies, 267. The Prin-

ciples on which their whole. Prac-
tice of Phyfic is founded : Their
extravagant Notions of Diflem-
pers, 269. Wliat palTes at their

Deaths, 273. Their Generofity to

the Dead : Of their Funerals: Of
their Tombs, 274, Their Notions
about Apparitions : Various' Prac-
^'r;es abç'Ut the Dtad^ 275, &q.

E N T S.

Their Notion about thofe who di©

violent Deat^is, 277. Their Inge-

nuity to furprize their Enemies,

289. Their Traditions of the Sin

of the firft Woman, and of the

Deluge, 297. How they know the

North when the Sky is cloudy^

298. What they think of Eclipfes

and Thunder, 298. Their Manner
of dividing Time, 299.

Savagesy on the Martyr Iflands :

What paffed between them and the

French who efcaped from the Wreck,
352. Trouble from the Savages,

353* Who thefe Savages were, 354,
Sacrijices, of the Savages, 252.
Sagamitty^ the common food of the

Savages, 238.

Salt Springs, in the Ifland of Tholoufe,

or Baliaey 335.
Sajjafrasj a Tree of Canada, 225,

Sea-Cows, their Defcrtption, and how
they filhfor them, 81.

Seal, of the Seal Fifhery, 78. De-
fcription of the Seal, and the feve-

ral Species of them, 75. Ufe of

thcFicfh and Skin of the Sea', So.

Some Particularities of thefe Ani-
mals, 8 1.

Seln, the Savages marry the Sein be-

fore they ufe it, 86.

Simples, Secrecy of the Savages con-
cerning them, 225. The LTe they

make of them, 267.

Swdx, Savages : Their Manner of

Living, 110.

Sledges, Defcription of the Sledges

ufed for carrying the Baggage, 142.

Spaniards, one of their Parties de-

feated by the Savages of the il/f/J-

fouri, 204,

Sturgeon y how they ûûi for it, 86.

Swm-d-Flfi, defcription of this Fillip

and its Figlit v/ith the Whale, 6.

St, Mark d'Apaiache, a Fort of tîié

Spaniards : Defcription of its En-
virons, 7.6z.

St. Jofeph^ Defcription of the Bay and
Fort of St, Jofeph ; Civilities of

the Span'ifh Governor, 366.

St. Bcinïngû, P.oute from the Channel

of Bahama to St. Domingo, 376. ,

St. Rcfe, Channel and Ifle'of St^RoJn^

St, Bcrjjard^ Bay, 343.

1%'



C O N T
Seuty Thoughts of the Savages con-

cerning its Immortality, 254. Their

Notion of what becomes of it when
feparated from the Body, 255. Cf
the Counfry of Souls, 25.5.. Their

Notion of the Souls of Beafts, 256.

Sorcerersy among the Savages, 262.

Spirits, The Notion of the Savages

concerning them, 249. See Genii»

Stars, the Notion of the Savages of

the Stars and Planets, 297.
Sun, Name of the Great Chief of the

NatcbeXj 315,
Sweating, how the Savages ufe it,

268.

T

Tadoujjac. Port of this Name, 14.

Taenfas, a Savage Nation, 331.

Tamarouas, Nation of the Illinois :

Their Village, 291.

7'empefi, and its fad Confequences,

345- ^ .

Temple, of the Natchez : Its Defcrip-

fion, 312, &c. Firft Fruits offered

in the Temple, 319.
Tkeakiki, River : Its Springs, 272, &c.

Its Defcription, 279.
Thundery What the Savages think of

it, 298.

Tides, of the River St. Laurence, 16,

17. A Sort of Tides in the Lakes
of Canada, 129.

Tides, 2Lt Penfacole, 364.
Tobacco, fucceeds in the Country of

the Natchez, 311.
Tombs, why the Savages carry Provi-

fions to the Tombs, 255. Of their

Tombs, 274,
Tonlhata, l{iQ : Its Situation, 119.

Tonicas, à Savage Nation : Defcription

of their Village*. Of their Chief :

The State of this Nation, 327.

Touloufe^ liland of Toulouje, or Ballfe,

335-'
Tourtes, â Sert of Wood Pidgeons :

Their Paffage in Canada, 101,

Trade, of Brandy : The Diforders it

occafions among the IrQqu&is\oî the

Fall St. Louis, and of the Moun-
tain, 77.

Tra'-uelling, the Inconveniencies of tra-

velling in Canada, 135, 136. The
Pieafure and Conveniencies of it,

E N T S. xiu
Treesi peculiar to Canada^ 94. Why

they have no Leaves in the Month
of May, 130.

Tripe, of the Rock : What it is, and
the Ufe the Savages make of it,

238.
Turtles, plenty m Acadia, 85.
Turtle, Iflands : Great Currents be-
tween them and the Martyrs, 559.

V

Vercheres, (Madam and Mifs de) : The
Bravery of thefe two Canadian La-
dies, 63.

Vefials, whether or not among th©
Savages, 254.

Villages, Form of thofe of the Sa-
vages, and how they fortify them,
240, 241.

Voivs, of the Savages, 252, 253,
UrfuUneSj, of ^ebec, zz,

/ . W
V/ahut'Tree, 93.
fVahut-Trees, of Lcuifiana, and theif

Properties, 304.
War, how the Savages fing the War-

Song, 130. Of the God of War,
131. Of the Declaration of Vv^ar,

131. Motives which engage the
Savages to make War, 136. The
Manner how a V/ar is refolved on,

137. Preparations of the Chief,

137. The Deliberation of the
Council : The Meafures they take
to get Prifoners, 138. Songs,
Dances, and Feafls of the War-
riors, 139. The Notion thefe Peor
pie have of Courage, 139, The
Trial which they make of the
Warriors, 140. The Precautions
for the Wounded, T40. The Fare-
well of the Warriors, 142. Of
their Arms, offenfive and derenfive,

143. Of the Care they take to
carry their Deities, 143. Circum-
ftances of the March of the War-
riors, 154. Of their Encamping ;

Of the Meeting of different Par-
ties of V/ar, 155. Of their En-
trance into an Enemy's Country :

Of their Approaches and Attacks,

156. Their Way of fighting:

Their Inflindl to know the Mark of

their



xîv C O N T
their Enemies Steps, 157. Pre-

cautions to fecure their Retreat,

and to keep their Prifoners, 157.

Of the Marks they leave of their

Viélory, 158. Triumph of the

Warriors, 160.

WaXy of the Myrtle Wax, 342.

JVhaUy its Fight with the Sword-Fifh,

6. Of the Whale Fifhery, 83.

Wheat, why it has not fucceeded in

Louijïanaf 302.

Widowhood, of Widowhood and fé-

cond Marriages among the Savages,

^77»
Wild Cherry-Tree of Canada, 93,
Wild-Cats, of Louijtana, 304.
Woods^ of Canada, 92,

E N T S.

Wolves, or wild Cats, of Canada, 70.
Woman, Tradition, of the Sin of the

firft Woman, among the Savages,

297. Woman Chief of the Nau
chez, 315.

Women, their Power in fome Savage
Nations, 1S3. Advantages of the
Mothers over the Fathers, 199, Of
their Lying-in, and its Confe-
quences, 199. The Care they take
of their Children, 200,

y

Tajous, a Savage Nation : River of
the Yafous, 308, Fort of the

Jous, 309,



By the Tranflator^s being at a Diftance from the Prefs, the
following Errata have happened.

Page I© line 19 read Ray inftead of Race, Page iS line 9 Breton inftead ef
Britain, Page 20 line 4 des inftead of de. Page 24 line 41 Chaplain inftead of
Almoner, Page 36 (the Note) ^ Lwre u \od. Halfpenny in{\e<id ofALivre is

IS, %d. Page 40 line 33 broad inftead of round. Page 60 line 19 Chaudière in-

ftead of Chandiere, Page 61 thelaft line P/^we inftead of Plain, Page 64laft
line Shamois inftead of Shamios, Page 68 line 44 againft the Wind inftead of
ivith the Wind, Page 70 line 31 after the Word Kind read of. Page 74 laft line

read la before Fkche, Page 81 line 38 Bete for Beet, Page 85 line 28 turning

for burning. Page 95 line 11 Soleil {or Soliel, Page 97 line 40 read no after the
Word Time, Page 99 line 4 read it before is. Page 103 line z^ff^^^fo^ inftead

©f faithful. Page m line 3a Scandina^uia inftead of Scandinaria, Page 115
line 9 not inftead of no. Page 136 line 16 read 100 Poles for 70 Tards, Page
275 line 16 read Grandmother inftead of Great Grandmother, Page 183 line

a I Grandmother inftead of Great Grandmother, Page 190 line 27, loo Poles in*

Aead of 70 Tards, Page 204 line 44 Chaplains inftead of u^lmoners. Page 205
line 12 Chaplain inftead of Almoner, Page 232 read Letter XXII. inftead of
XXVI. Page 238 line 45 MaiTi inftead of Wheat, Page 239 line 14 read
Ma^s inftead of Mejs, Page 269 line 36 Wood of White Fir inftead of Wood
•f Epinette, Page 283 line 8 is inftead of his. Page 284 line 8 Stragglers in-

ftead of Stagglers. Page 325 line 5 read Seine for Sienc, Page 338 read Great
Gainers by inftead of Great by Gainers, In feveral Places from Page 345 read
Blloxi inftead of the Biloxi, Page 373 line 18 read in inftead of the. Page 376
line, 25 reckoned inftead of recksnid^ Page 379 line 3 b^ Eajî inftead of

North Eafi.



Advertisement of the Translator.

ALthough thefp Letters were begun to be written in the

Year 1720, yet the Writer has, by Notes, taken Notice

of Avhat material Alterations have been made fince.—It is, be-

yond Doubt, the moil perfeél Account of Canada that is extant.

And it is faid that it was from this Work in particular that our

Minifters formed their Notions of the Impdrtance of Canada^

and the vaft Advantages which might be derived therefrom.

And at the fame Time it gives the moH accurate Defcription of

îhe Country, it affords much Entertainment, by the particular

Account it gives of the Manners, Cuftoms, I3ç* of thç various

Inhabitants of thefe vaft Countries.
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HISTORICAL JOURNAL
O F

Travels in North America:

Undertaken

By Order of the King of France.

%
L E T T E R I.

^ Voyage from Rochelle to Quebec. Some Remarks upon the

Voyage^ the Great Bank of Newfoundland, and the Ri'ver St^

Laurence,

Madam, Quebec, Sept, 24.

' Arrived in this City after a tedious and trouble-

fome PafTage of 83 Days : We had however but

1000 Leagues to make, fo that you fee we don't

always go Pofi at Sea, as M. the Abbot de Choify

ufed to fay. I made no Journal of this Voyage,
becaufe I fufFered greatly by the Sea Sicknefs a-

bwe a Month. I flattered myfelf that I fhould have been free

from it, becaufe I had fuffered it twice before ; but there are fome
Conftitutions which cannot fympathize with this Element, and
fuch is mine. And in the Condition we find ourfelves under this

Sicknefs, it is not polTible to attend to what palTes in the Ship s

On the other Hand, nothing is more barren than a Voyage like

this ; for the chief Obfervation to be made, is, whence the Wind
blows, how much the Ship gets forward, and if it keeps in the

right Courfe ; for daring two thirds of the Way there is nothing
to be feen but Sky and Water. However, I fhall proceed to in-

form you of what I can remember, that is moft likely to give you

B fome



2 An Hi/îcried Journal of
fome Minutes Amufement ; to keep, as well as I can, the Promifi
J made you.
We Haid in the Road of Jix the ift of July, and the 2d we got

under Sail by Favour of a fmall Breeze from the North-Eaft. The
three firll Days we had fcarce any Wind, but yet it was in our Fa-
vour, and we comforted ourfelves, becaufe this made the Sea very
pleafant. It looked as if it wanted to flatter us, before it fhewe'd
itfelf in it's worft Humour. The 4th or the5th the Wind changed,
and came diredly againft us, the Sea ran high, and for near fix

Weeks we were tolTed in a very extraordinary Manner ; the
Winds changed continually, but they were oftner againft than
for us, and we were almoft always obliged to fail as near the
Wind as poffible.

The 9th of Auguft our Pilots thought themfelves upon the

A Defcription of the
^^'^^ ^^^'^ of Ne^jfoundland, and they

Great BanL
""""l

"^^'^ miftaken But from the

9th to the 16th we made fcarce any Way»
What they call the Great Bank of 'NenxifQundland^ is properly a
Mountain hid under Water, about 600 Leagues from to
the Weft. The Sieur Denysy who has given us a very good
Work of North America^ and a very inftrudive Treatife on the

Cod Fiftiery, makes this Mountain extend 150 Leagues from
Korth to South ; but according to the moft exa6l Sea Charts, it

begins on the South Side, in 41 Degrees North Latitude^ and it's

Northern End is in 49 Degrees 25 Minutes, The Truth is, it's

two extremities grow fo narrow, that it is difficult to mark it's

Bounds. It's greateft Width from Eaft^ to Weft, is about 90
French and Englijh Sea Leagues ; between 40 and 49 Degrees of
Longitude. I have heard fome Seamen fay, that they have caft

Anchor in five Fathom Water, which is againft the Sieur DenjSy

who fays, that he never found lefs than 25 on the Bank; it is

Certain that in many Places there are above 60. About the Mid-
dle of it's Length on the Side of Europe, it forms a kind of Bay,

which they call the Pit ; and this is the Reafon, that oftwo Ships

which are upon the fame Line, and in Sight of each other, one
ihall find Ground, and the other none.

p Before we arrive at the Great Bank we meet v/ith a fmaller one,

which is called the Jacquet Bank : Some fay there is another be-

fore this, which is of a conical Figuré ; but I have feen fome
Pilots who of the three make but one, and they anfwer the

Objedlions v/hich are made to this, by faying that there are Hol-

lows in the Great Bank, the Depth of which has deceived thofe who
make three of it, becaufe they did not let out Line fufticient.

Whatever may be the Figure and Extent of this Mountain,

which it is impolTible to know exaélly, they find here a prodi-

gious Quantity of Shells, and many kinds of Fifli of all Sizes ;

the
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Feet long, and at leaft two Feet broad, and a Foot thick ; it has
a large Head : Every Part of it is extremely good and tender ;

they get a Juice out of the Bones, which is better than the £nelt

Marrow, The Eyes and the Edges of the two Sides, which they

call Relingues, are very delicate Bits. They throw the whole
Body into the Sea to fatten the Cod, whofe moil dangerous E-
nemy is the Flettan^ who will eat three of them at a Meal.— I
ihall fay nothing of the various Kinds of Birds which live upon
thefe Seas, and fubfift only by Filhing ; for here all are Fifhers.

Many Travellers have defcribed them, and have faid nothing on
this Head that deferves to be repeated.

The 1 8th, the Wind fair, we think the Y/inds have carried

us a little too much to the South, and we fleer Weft North Weft,
to get into our Latitude. The Reafon is, we have not feen the
Sun thefe ten or twelve Days, and therefore could not obfervc
our Latitude. This frequently happens, and is what caufes the
greateft Danger of this Voyage. About eight in the Morning
we faw a fmall Veftel, which feemed to make towards us ; we
iaet it, and when we were near we enquired in v/hat Latitude w^
were : It was an Englijh Ship, and the Captain anfwered in his
own Language : We thought we underftood him that v/e were
in 45 Degrees ; we could not greatly truft to this Account, for
he might be under the fame Miftake as ourfelves : However, we
took Courage, and as the Wind continued fair, we flattered our-
felves, if it did not change, we fhould have palled the Gulph ia
two Days.

About four in the A^fternoon the Wind fell, which was a

Error of the P'
Concern to us ; however, this faved us. At

lots and the dan
^1^^^^ Night the Horizon appeared very

JrouTconfelumces ^^^^ ^^^^^^ tho' every where elfe the

^f'f
Sky was very ferene : The Sailors of the

' Watch * made no fcruple to fay it was Land;
the Officer made a Jeft of it, but when he found they perfifted

in the fame Opinion, he began to think they might be in the
right. By good Fortune there was very little Wind ; fo that we
hoped Day would appear, before we fhould come too near the
Land. At Midnight the Watch changed ; the Sailors who
fucceeded the firft, were direftly of their Opinion ; but their

Officer undertook to prove by good Reafons, that the Land
could not be there, and what they faw was only a Fog, which
would difperfe in the Morning ; he could not make them think
fo, and they continued pofitive in their Opinion, that the Sky

* A Ship's Company is divided into four Bands, each of which are on Duty
£Qur Hours j each Band is commanded by an Officer,

was
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was too clear to have any Fog on that Side, if there was no
Land.
At Day-break they all cried out that they faw Land, the Offi-

cer would not Vi3uchfafe fo much as to look that Way, but

Ihrugged up his Shoulders, and four o'Clock llriking, he goes

to Bed, affirming that when he waked, they would find this pre-

tended Land melted away. The Officer that fucceeded, who
was the Count de Vaudreuily being more wary, began furling

fome Sails, and foon faw this Precaution was necelTary. As foon

as it was Day-light they faw the Horizon almoft all bordered with
Land ; and they difcovered a fmall Engttjh VefTel at Anchor^
about the Diftance oftwo Cannon Shot from us. de Voutrony

who was informed of it, immediately fent for the incredulous

Officer, who came out of his Cabin with much Reludance, where
he ftiîl perfifled that we could not be fo near Land ; he came,
however, after two or three Summonfes, and at Sight of the Dan-
ger we had been expofed to by his Obilinacy, he flood aflo-

jiifiied. He is, notwithftanding, the moft Ikilful Man in France

to navigate thefe Seas ; but too much Skill fometimes does Harni,

when we rely too much upon it.

Neverthelefs, Madam, if the Wind had not failed the Day be-

fore, at four in the Afternoon, we had certainly been loll in the

Night ; for we were running full Sail upon fome Breakers, from
whence we could not have efcaped. The Difficulty was to know
v/hereabouts we were; it was certain we were not in 45 Degrees
the Day before, but were we more to the South or North ? On
this we were divided in our Opinions. One of our Officers

affirmed, that the Land v/e faw before us was Acadia ; that he
had been there before, and remembered it : Another afferted, that

it was the Illes of St. Peter : But what Probability is there that

we are fofar advanced ? It is but twenty-four Hours fmce we
were upon the Great Bank^ and it is more than 100 Leagues from,

the Great Bank to the Jfles of St. Peter. The Pilot Ch.a'viteau-

maintained it was Cape Race: What a Miftake, fays he, is there

in our Reckoning! there is no Doubt of it, and it is no Wonder,
as it is impoffible to make Allov/ances for Currents we do notknow,
and which vary continually, as we have had no Obfervation

to correal our Errors ; but there is no Probability that we
iliould be either on the Coails of Acadia, or on the Ifles of

St. Peter, His Reafons appeared * good, yet we fhould have

* About 5 Years after, the fame Chanjiteau miftook in his Reckoning in a

Manner much more fatal 5 he was ftiil Mafter of the Camel, and having been

feveral Days without an Obfervation, the Night of the 25th of Augufi, this

Ship was viTCcked upon a Rock near Louijhourg, in Ijle Royal, and no
Perfon was faved. They found by the Journals of the Pilots, that they

reckoned themfelves 70 Leagues from that Place.

been
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been very glad if he had been miilaken ; for we conceived how
vexatious it would be to be Wind-bound under Cape Race, In
this Uncertainty, we refolved to enquire of the Captain of the

ÈngliJJ? Ship, and Cha^viteau had Orders to do it : At his

Return he reported, that the Englip were as much furprized as

v/e to find themfelves in this Bay, but with this DiiFerence, that

it was the Place they were bound to : That Cape Race was before

usy and Cape Brolle ten Leagues lower; that from themidft of thofe

Breakers, upon which we had run a RifK of being loH, there if-

fued a River, at the Entrance of which there was an Englijh

Village, whither this little Veffel was carrying Provilions.

About 15 Years ûnce, there happened to us in the fame
place, a very fingular Adventure, which put us in as much Dan-
ger as that which I have juft now mentioned. It was in Augufty

and wc had till then felt the Weather very hot : One Morning
when we rofe, we were fo pierced with the Cold, that every Body
put on their Winter Garments. We could not conceive from
whence it could proceed, the Weather being fine, and no North
Wind. In Ihort, the third Day at four o'Clock in the Morn-
ing, a Sailor cried as loud as he could, Luff\ that is to £ay, turn the

Helm to the Windward ; he was obeyed, and the Moment after

they perceived a vaft floating Piece of Ice, which ran clofe by the

Ship's Side, and againft which we fliould have been wrecked, if

the Sailor had not had good Eyes, and if the Steerfman had not

direélly turned the Helm,
I did not fee this Ice, for I was not yet up ; but all who were then

upon Deck alTured us, that it feemedas high as the Towers of No-
treDame at P^;7V,and was for certainty much higher than the Mafts

of the Ship. I have often heard it affirmed that fuch a Thing was
impoffible, becaufe it muft have been prodigioufly deep to rife fo

high above the Sea ; and that it was not poffible that ^ Piece of
Ice fhould acquire that Height : To this I anfwer in the firft

Place, that to deny the Fad we muft give the Lie to many People,

for it is not the firft Time that fuch floating Rocks have been
feen in the Sea. The Ship called the Mother of the Incar7iatzon,

making the fame Courfe as we did, ran
,
the fame Danger in open

Day ; the Rock of Ice which nearly occafioned its Lofs, for Want
of Wind to fliun it, was feen by the whole Ship's Company, and
judged to be much greater ftill, than that which Vv^e met. They
add that the General Abfolution was given, fis in Cafes of the

greatcft Danger.
It is certain in the fécond Place^ that in Hud/on^s Bay there are

fome of thefe Rocks of Ice formed by the Fall of Torrents, which
come from the Tops of the Mountains, and which break away
with a vaft Noife during the Summer, and are afterwards driven
about by the Currents. The Sieur Jeremy who lived many Years

C i«
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this Bay, fays he had the Curiofity to found at the Foot of one
of thefe Rocks of Ice which was aground, and that they let out
an hundred Fathoms of Line without reaching the Bottom, But
I return to our Voyage.

Cape Race Madam, is the South Eafl Point of the Ifland oïNe^-

Of Cape Race. M^^^^^^^ is fituated in 46 Degrees, and
^ about 30 Minutes îsiorth Latitude; the Coafl

runs from thence 100 Leagues to the Weft, making a little to
the North, and terminates at Cape Ray, which is in 47 Degrees.
About half Way is the great Bay oï'Placentia, which makes one
of the iineft Ports in America, Weft South Weft of this Bay,
there is a high Land, which isfeen at a great Diftance, and ferves
to make it known : It is called le Chapeau rouge (the Red Hat)
becaufe at a Diftance it appears in the Shape of a Hat, and is of
a reddifti Colour. The 23d at Noon we w^ereover againft it, and
in the Evening we came up with the Iftes of St. Peter^ which were
on our right Hand.

They are three Iflands, the two firft of which are very high,
^
The Jfles of St

from the Side on which we were, they

Petsr
' appeared to be nothing but Mountains

covered with Mofs. They fay that this Mofs
covers in feveral Places fine Porphyry. On the Side of New-
foundlanà there are fome Lands which may be cultivated ; and a
pretty good Port, were we formerly had fome Habitations. The
grenteft and moft Weftcrn of the three, which is moft commonly
called the We Miquelo?:, is not fo high as the other two, and
appears very level ; it is about three quarters of a League
long. The 24th at Day break, it was 5 or 6 Leagues behind
us ; but after Midnight we had no Wind : About four o'Clock

in the Morning, there arofe a fmall Breeze from the South Eaft.

Waiting till it was ftrong enough to fill our Sails, we amufed
•ourfelves with Fiftiing, and took a pretty large Quantity of Cod.

Weftopt two Hours longer than we fnould have done, for this

Fifliery, andwc had foon Caufe enough to repentit : It was eight

o'clock v/hen we got under Sail, and we run all the Day in

Hopes of difcovering Cape Ray, which was on our right, or the

little Ifie of St, Paul, which we Vv^ere to leave on the left, and

which is almoft over againft Cape Ray ; but the Night came on

before we could difcover either. We heartily wiftied then, we had

made Ufe of the Time we had loft. What was the more vexatious

we had about Midnight another Storm, much like that on ÛitGreat

Sanky and knowing that we were near one of thofe two Iflands

which we were to pafs between, we did not dare to make Ufe of

the Wind, which v/ould have carried us on at a great Rate. So,

contrary to the Opinion of Cha^itcauy who engaged to go for-

ward without Danger, we lay by.

At break of Day we difcovçrcd Cape Ray^ upon which the

Currents
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Currents bore us, and to encreafc our Misfortune, we had no
Wind to keep ua oiF : We were almoft upon it, when about'

half an Hour paft iive in the Morning a fmall Breeze from the

North Weft, came in very good Time to our Aflillance. We loft

nothing of it, and we got out of Danger. The North Weft
after having done us this good Office, would have obliged us

extremely, if it had given Place to fome other Wind ; but it

did not, and for two Days kept us at the Entrance of the Gulf
of St. Laurence, On the third Day we pafTed between the Ifle of St.

Paul, and Cape St, Laurence,-whichi is the moft northerly Point of Illc

Royal 'y
this Paffage is very narrow, and we do not hazard ourfelves

in it, when the Air is foggy. The PafTage which is between the

Ifle of St, Paul and Cape Ray, is much wider ; but our Sails-

were fet to take the other, and we made Ufe of it.

The Gulf of St, Launnce is 80 Leagues long, v/hich we pafled

L r Ir r with a good Wind in twenty- four Hours, by
U/ the Uuij Of

^^jp Currents. About half Way we
/

* D^Ti^n^'r ^^et w^^^ ^^''^ ^M^'^ which we v,?.{Çcà
the bird IJlanas. ^.^j^.^ Cannon Shot, and which muft not be
confounded with thofe which James Cartier difcovered near the

Ifland of Nenjofoundland, Thefe I fpeak of, are two Rocks,
which appeared to me to rife perpendicular, about 60 Feet above
the Sea ; the largeft of which is not above 2 or 300 Paces in

Circumference : They are very near each other, and I believe

there is not Water enough between them for a large Boat. It i»

difficult to fay what Colour they are, for the Dung of the Birds

entirely cover their Surface and Sides ; Yet we difcovered in

fome Places, Veins of a reddilh Colour. They have been often

vifited, and Boats have been entirely loaded here with Eggs of
all Sorts : They fay that the Stench is infupportabie. They
add, that with the Penguins, which come from the neighbouring
Lands, they find many other Birds which can't fly. The
Wonder is, that in fuch a Multitude of Nefts, every Bird im-
mediately finds her own. We fired a Gun, which gave the Alarm
thro* all this flying Commonwealth, and there was formed
above the two Iflands, a thick Cloud of thefe Birds, which was
at ieaft two or three Leagues round.

The next Day, about the Dawn, the Wind dropt all at once.
In two Hours more we could have doubled Cape Rojiers, and
have entered the River 6"/. Laurence, which runs North Eaft and
South Weft, and the North Weft Wind which rofe foon after,

would have ferved us ; but we loft two Hours of the twenty-four
in Fifliing,and in Confequence, two Days at the Entrance of the
Gulf ; and we were obliged to wait here till the North Weft
dropped, which was not in five Days, in which we made only five

Leagues.
C z Cap^
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Cape Rcfars is properly the Entrance of the River St. Laureifce^

and from hence we muft meafure the Width of its Mouth, which
is about 30 Leagues. A little on this Side, more to the Southj,
are the Bay and Point of Gafpe, or Gachepe, Thofe who pre-
tend that the River St. Laurence is 40 Leagues wide at its Mouthy
meafure it probably from the Eaitern Point of Gafpe, Below
the Bay we perceive a Kind of Mand, which is only a fteep
Rock, about 30 Fathoms long, lo high, and 4 in Breadth : It
looks like Part ofan Old Wall, and they fay it joined formerly to
Mount Joli, which is over againll it on the Continent, This
Rock has in the midil of it an Opening like an Arch, under
which a Boat of Bifcay may pafs with "its Sail up, and this has
given it the Name of the pierced Wand : Sailors know they are
near it, when they perceive a flat Mountain Hand above others,

and which is called Roujland'^s Table ^ The Ifland of Bona^enture is

a League diftant from the pierced Ifland \ about the fame Dillance
is the Ifland Mi/cou, Vv^hich is eight Leagues in Compafs, and has
a very good Haven. Not far from this Ifland, there rifcs out of
the Sea a Spring of Frefli Water, which bubbles up, and makes a
Jet like a Fountain pretty high.

All thefe Coafts are excellent for their Fifliery, and the An-
chorage is good every v/here. It v/ould be eafy alfo to eilablifli

Magazines here for the Ufe of ^ehec. But we have loll a great

deal of Time in purfuing the Fur Trade, which we fliould have
employed in the Fifliery for Cod and many other Sorts of Fifii^

with which this Sea abounds, and in fortifying ourfelves in

thofe Ports, the Importance of which v/e have difcovered too

late.

But to return to our Voyage : It was natural upon having
near us fuch fafe and convenient Retreats, that we fliould have
made Ufe of them, to wait for the Return of a fair Wind ; but
they hoped ~it would return every Minute, and they wanted to

take Advantage of it immediately.

At length, on Thurfday the ioth of Septemher, the North
Weft Wind dropt about Noon, when finding we could not ad-

vance, or fcarcely work the Ship, v/e amufed ourfelves with

fifliing, and this Amuefment was again hurtful to us ; for the

Steeriinan .minding his fifliing more than his Helm, let the

Wind come upon his Sails : During the Calm, we had driven

much upon the lile of Jnticojle, and this Negled of the Steerf-

iiian brought us fo near, becaufe the Currents carried us that

Way, that w^e faw plainly all the Breakers with which the Ifland

is bordered. To compleat ourMisfortune, the little Wind which

¥/as juil rifen failed us in our Neceffity.

Had this Calm continued but a fliort Time, we had been loll-

A Moment after' our Sails fwcllçd a little, and we endeavoured
to
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to change our Courfe, but the Ship, contrary to what is ufualj»

would not come to the Wind, and this twice together: A certaia

Proof, that the Current by which it was carried was very ftrong.

We thought ourfelves loil without Refource, becaufe we were
very near the Rocks: To run the Riik of turning about with the
Wind in our Poop was extremely hazardous ; but after all, there
was nothing elfe to be done; fo we fet ourfelves to work, ratherta
have nothing to reproach ourfelves with, then in Hopes of faving
o.urfelves; and in an Inflant we found by Experience, that Goi>
comes to the Affiftance of thofe that endeavour to help them*
felves.The Wind changed to theNorth, it frefhened by Degrees^
and about feven o'clock at Night we cleared the Point of Ami-
co/fe, which had put us info much Fear.

This Hand extends about 40 Leagues North Eaft, and South

DePcritti f*h
about the Middle of the River St. Lau-^

I/Ie of\\nÛQoitQ^
^^^^ ^^^^^^ Breadth. It was granted

^"1' ^ ' to the Sieur Jcliet, upon his Return from the
Difcovery of the Miffijpppi, but they made him no great Prefent.

;

It is abfolutely good for nothing : It is poorly wooded, its Soil
is barren, and it has not a fmgle Harbour where a Ship may be in
Safety. There was a Report fome Years ago, that there was a
Mine of Silver difcovered in this liland ; and for \¥ant of Mi««
ners, they fent from <^i(ebec (where 1 was at that Time) a Gold-
fmith to make the Proof of it ; but he did not go far. He fooa
perceived by the Difcourfe of the Perfon who raifed the Re-
port, that the Mine exiiied only in his own whimfical Brain.

TheCoafts of this Ifland are pretty Vv^ell ftored with FiHi j

neverthelefs, I am perfuaded, that the Heirs of the Sieur Joliei
would willingly change their vali Lordiliip, for the fmalleft Kef
of France,

W^hen we have pnffed this Iflandf we have the Pleafure to fee

Land on both Sides, and to be affured of the Way we make ;

but we mull fail with a great deal of Caution up the River.
Tuefday the 3d, we left on the left Hand the Mountains of
Notre Dame, and Mount ZWj; it is a Chain of very high Moun-
tains, between which there are fome Vallies, which were
formerly inhabited by Savages. The Country round about

Mount Louis has fome very good Land, and fome^ French Habi-

tations. They might make here a very good Settlement for

the Fiihery, efpecially for Whales ; and it would be convenient

for Ships which come from France^ to find Affiftance here, which

they fometimes extremely want. The next Night the Wind
encreafed, and was ver> near playing us an ugly Trick. We
were not Ï2X îx(^m trinity Point, v/hich we were to leave upon

our right ; and the Steerfman thought us wide enough from it

Î0 be out of Danger ; but M. de Voutron ftarted up in a Fright,

crying
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crying out to the Steerfman to keep oiF the Shore. If thi^

Order had been deferred a Quarter of an Hour, the Ship had
run upon the Point, which appeared fome Moments after. The
4th at Night, we anchored for the firfl Time, a little below
what they call the Paps of Matane, They are two Heads of the

fame Mountain, which is about two Leagues within Land. I

do not think one can fee a wilder Country ; there is nothing to

be feen but poor Woods, Rocks, Sands, and not one Inch of
good Land ; there are indeed fome fine Springs, and Plenty of
good Wild-Fowl ; but it is impoiTible for any but Savages and
Canadians to follow their Game in fuch a Place. On the |àther

Side of the River is the Shoal of Mankouagan^ famous for more
than one Ship-wreck, which advances two Leagues into the

River. It takes its Name from a River which rifes in the Moun-
tains of Labrador^ makes a pretty large Lake, which bears

the fame Name, but more commonly that of St, Barnabas^ and
difcharges itfelf into the River St, Laurence acrofs the Sand ;

Some of our Maps call it la Ri^ure Noire (the Black Ri^uer,)

The 8th we fet Sail, but it was not worth our while for the

Way we made; but Variety of Amufementand Exercife is good
for Sailors. In the Night of theioth we made 15 Leagues; and in

half a League more we had cleared the moll difficult Paifage of
the River. We alfo fhould have got into the Itrong Tides, for to

this Place they are hardly yet perceivable but at the Shores: But
the Wind changed fuddenly to the South Weft, and obliged us

to feek for Shelter, which v>^e found under Ifle Ferte or Green

IJlandy where we remained five Days. We wanted nothing here,

but at the End of this Time, vv^e refolved to try if we could not

£nd on the North Side, as we were made to hope, fome Land
Winds, which would carry us into the great Tides.

We went therefore, and anchored at MoulinBaude (Baude Mill

)

Ç the Traverfe is five Leagues over. Upon ar-

mdthe^^PoTlf ^''''''S ^ ""^^^ ""^^^ ^^^^

TadoulT c
^ fhewed me fom.e Rocks, from whence ifîued

^* a fcream of clear Water. They might build

a Water-Mill here, , but it is not likely it will ever be done.

There is not perhaps a Country in the World lefs habitable than

this. The Saguenay is a little higher ; it is a River which the

largeft VefTels may go up 25 Leagues ; at the Entrance we leave

^ the Port of Tadouffac to ûic Right. The greateft Part of our

Geographers have here placed a Town, but where there never

was but one French Houfe, and fome Huts of Savages who
came there in the Time of the Trade, and who carried away
their Huts or Booths, when they went away ; and this was the

whole Matter. It is true that this Port has been a long Time
the Refort of all the Savage Nations of the North and Eail, and

that
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that the French reforted hither as foo^s the Navigation was

free, both from France and Canada ; tlj^Miffionaries alfo made
Ufe of the Opportunity, and came to trade here for Heaven :

And when the Trade was over, the Merchants returned to their

Homes, the Savages took the Way to their Villages or Forefts,

and the Gofpel Labourers follov/ed the lail, to compleat their

Inftruftions. Yet fome Accounts, and fome Travellers, have
fpoken much of Tadou[fac\ and the Geographers have fuppofed

it was a Town ; and fome Authors have given it a Jurifdiélion.

Tadoujfac in other Refpefts, is a good Port, and they aflured

me that 25 Men of War might lay here fheltered from all Winds ;

that the Anchorage is fafe, and Entrance eafy. Its Shape is al-

moll: round, fome fleep Rocks of a prodigious Height furround

it on all Sides, and a fmall Stream runs from them, which may
fupply the Ships with Water. All the Country is full of Mar-
ble ; but its greatell Riches would be the Whale FiHiery. In
X705, being at Anchor with the Heroe in this Place, I faw four

of thefe Filh, which were between Head and Tail, almoft as long
as our Ship. The Bijcaniers have followed this Fifhery formerly

with Succefs, and there is ilill upon a little Ifland of their Name^
and which is little lower than lile Verte (Green IJland) fome Re-
mains of the Furnaces, and the Ribs of the Whales. What a
Difference is there betwixt a fixt Fiihery, which they might fol*

low quietly in a River, and that which they go to Greenland for

with fo much Danger and Expence. The two following Days
there was no Land Wind, and we greatly regretted our firil An-
chorage, near which there were fome i^r^«ry^ Habitations, whereas
here we faw neither Man nor Beaft : In jfhort, the 3d Day at

Noon we weighed Anchor, and we cleared the Pa/Tage of Vljle

Rouge (Red IJland) v/hich is difficult. You rnuft iirft bear upon
the Ifland as if you would land on it, this is to fhun the Pointe

aux Allouetts (Lark Point) which is at the Entrance of Saguettay

upon the Left, and which advances greatly into the River; hav-

ing done this, we change our Coarfe. The Paffage on the South
of Uljle Rouge is much fafer, but to do this we muft have gone
back, and the Wind might have failed us. Uljle Rouge is only
a Rock a little above Water, which appears red, and upon
which more than one Ship has been lofc.

The next Day with little Wind and Tide, we came to an

Of the Ifie aux
above the Ifland Coudresy which is 15

Condres! the J'^^S"". ^^^Jad^uffacx and thig

Q^lf railage is dangerous, when the Wind is not
to our Defire ; it is rapid, ftraight, and a Mile

long. Formerly it was much fafer, butin 1663 an Earthquake
rooted up a Mountain, and threw it upon the Ifle of Coudres^

which was made one half larger than before, and in the Place ofthe

Mountain
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Mountain there appeared a Gulf, which it is not fafe to approach.
We might have paffed on the South of the Ifland Coudresy and
this PaSage would have been fafe and eafy ; it bears the Name
m M. d'lber^uille, who tryed it with Succefs, but it is the Cuflom
to pafs by the North, and Cuflom is an abfolute Law for the Ge-
nerality of Mankind.
Above the Gulph I have jufl: mentioned is the Bay of St, Paul,

Of the Ba of
^^^^^^'^ ^^^^ Habitations begin on the North

St Paul
^'^^^

' ^^'^ thtTQ are fome Woods of Pine-
Trees, which are much valued : Here are alfo

fome red Pines of great Beauty. MefTrs. of the Seminary of
^.ehec are Lords of this * Bay. Six Leagues higher, there is

a very high Promontory, which terminates a Chain of Moun-
tains, which extend above 400 Leagues to the Weil: It is call-

ed Cape Torment, probably becaufe he that gave it this

Name, faltered here by a Gufl of Wind. The Anchorage is

good, and we are furrounded by lilands of all Sizes, which aiford

a very good Shelter. The mofh confiderable is the Ifle of Or-
leans y the Fields of which being all cultivated, appear like an
Amphitheatre, and terminate the Profpeél very pleafmgly. This
Illand is about 14 Leagues in Compafs ; and in 1676 it was
made a Title of Honour, and firll gave Title of Count to Francis

Bertheloty Secretary General of the Oidinance, by the Stile of

Count St, Laurence-^ v/ho purchafed it oï Francis de Larval, firll

Eilhop of i^^ehec. It contained then four Villages, but it has

now fix Parifiies pretty well peopled. Of the two Channels

made by this Ifland, that of the South only is navigable for

Ships : Even Boats cannot pafs that of the North but at high

W^ater : So that from Cape Torment we mull traverfe the River

to go to ^ehecy and this Traverfe has its Difficulties ; we meet

with fome-moving Sands, on which there is not always Water
enough for large Velfels, fo that this is never attempted but

whilft the Tide flows. But this Difficulty might be fhunned by
taking the PalTage of M. dUher^uille. Cape Torment^ from which

v/e pafs to make the Traverfe, is i lo Leagues from the Sea, and

yet the Water is a little brackiih : It is not fit todrink, but at the

Entrance of the two Canals, which form the Ille of Orleafis.

This is a Phœnomenon pretty hard to explain, efpecially if we
confider the great Rapidity of the River, notwithftanding its

Breadth. The Tide flows here regularly 5 Hours, and ebbs

feven. At Tadouffac it ebbs and flows fix Hours ; and the higher

we go up the River, the more the Flood diminiflies, and the Ebb
încreafes. At twenty Leagues above ^ebec it flows three Hours,

;§.nd ebbs nine. Higher up the Tide is not perceivable. When it is

* A vei / i^eod Lead Mine has been found here lately,

half
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half Flood in the Port of Tadouffac, and at the Entrance oï Sa-
guenay, it is but juft beginning to flow at Checoutimi, twenty-five
Leagues higher up the River Saguenay, and yet it is high Water
at the three Places at the fame Time : This happens no Doubt
becaufe the Rapidity of the River Saguenay, greater than
that 0Ï Si, Laurence, running againft the Tide, makes an Equili-
brium for feme Time between Checoutimi, and the Entrance of
the Saguenay'mto the Great River. This Rapidity was not fo great
butfmce the Earthquake of 1663. This Earthquake overthrew a
Mountain in the River, which flraitened its Bed, and formed a
Peninfula, which they call Checoutimiy above v/hich the Stream is

fo flrong, that Canoes can't get up it. The Depth of Saguenay^

from its Mouth up to Checoutimi, is equal toits Rapidity : So that
it would not be fafe to anchor in it, if they could not make fall

their Veffels to the Trees that cover the Banks of this River.

It is alfo found that in the Gulf of St, Laurence, at eight Or

ten Leagues from the Land, the Tides are different, according
to the various Situations of the Land, or the Difference of the

Seafons ; that in fome Places they follow the Winds, and in o-
thers they run againfl the Wind ; that at the Mouth of thg River,

at certain Months of the Year, the Currents always run to the

Sea, and in others always towards the Land ; and laftly, that in

the River itfelf, till near the feven Iflands, that is to fay, fixty

Leagues, there is no Flux on the South Side, nor any Reflux on
the North Side, It is not eafy to give any good Reafons for all

this ; all that can be faid, with the greatefl Probability, is, that

there are fome Motions under Water, which produce thefe

Irregularities, or that there are fome Currents which come and
go from the Surface to the Bottom, and from the Bottom to the

Surface, in the Manner of Pumps. Another Obfervation to be
made here is, that the Variation of the Compafs (which in fome
Ports of France, is but two or three Degrees North Weil) con«

tinues always decreafinç till we come to the Azores, where there

is no longer any Variation ; but from thence it increafes in fuch

a Manner, that upon the Great Bank of Ne^uufoundland it is

twenty-two Degrees and more ; afterv/ards it begins to decreafe,

but llowly, fmce it is flill fixteen Degrees at ^ebec, and twelve

in the Country of the Hurons, where the Sun fets thirty-three

Minutes later than at Shiehec,

Sunday the twenty-fécond, we cad Anchor by the Me of Or-

Of the IHe of
^^^^'^^ where we went to take an Airing,

Orleans
^^^^ the Return of the Tide. I 'found this

Country fine, the Soil good, and the Inha-

bitants pretty well at their Eafe. They have the Chara6ter of

being given to Witchcraft; and they are confulted, they fay, up-

on future Events, and concerning what pafTes in diilant Places.

D For
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For Inftance : If the Ships of France do not arrive fo foon as
ufual, they are confulted to hear News of them, and it is faid
they have fometimes anfwered pretty true ; that is to fay y having
gueffed right once or twice, and having out of Diverfion made
People believe that they fpoke from a certain Knowledge, Peo»
pie fancied they had confulted the Devil.

When James Cartier difcovered this Ifland, he found it full of
Vines, and named it the Ifle of Bacchus, This Navigator was a

^otJi^B^eiiiim, After him there came feme Normans ; who plucked up
the Vines, and fubftituted Pomona and Ceres in the Room of
Bacchus, In Faél, it produces good Wheat and excellent Fruit.
They alfo begin to cultivate Tobacco, and it is not bad.—At
length, on Monday the 23d, the Camel anchored before ^ebec^

.

where I arrived two Hours before in a Canoe of Bark. I have
a thoufand Leagues to travel in thefe brittle Vchicles : I muft"

ufe myfelf to them by Degrees. —This is, Madam, all that
I could recoiled of the Particulars of my Voyage.— -I Ihall have
fomething of more Gonfequence to write hereafter.

/ am^ Szc.

LETTER II.

jî Defcription of Quebec, CharaBer of the Inhabitantsy and the

Manner of Lining in the French Colony.

Madam, Quebec, OB, 28, 172O0

Am going to fpeak of All the Defcriptions I have
hitherto feen o^ it are fo different, that I thought it would

be a Pleafure to you to fee a true Piélure of this Capital of

Newo France* It really deferves to be known, were it only for

the Singularity of its Situation ; for it is the only City in the

World that can boafl of a Port in freih Water a hundred and
twenty Leagues from the Sea, and capable of containing one
hundred Ships of the Line. It is alfa fituated on the mofi navi-

gable River in the V/orld.
This River, up to the Ifle of OrleaIjs^ that is to fay, one

T;rn 7 Tvr 4 hundred and ten, or one hundred and twelve
hence the Name -r r ^-l o • i r ^i r ^

©^ Quebec de
I-'^^R^-^^ rrom the bea, is never ieîs than tour

©/ v^i
,
e-

p^^^ Leap ues wide : but above the liland
TiUed* • 11 r-s ir

It grov7s narrower all at once^ io tnat beiore

^ebec it is but a Mile broad, which gave it the Name of ^ue-

heiOyOr ^ebec ; which, in the Algonquin Language, iignifies Con-

tra^ioHt The AhnaquiSf whofe Language is a Diale6l of the

Algonquin^
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Jlgonqum^ call it ^elibec^ which fignifies fomething fûut up ; be^

caufe, at the Entrance of thç little River Chaudière^ by which
the Savages came to ^ehec from the Neighbourhood of Acadia^

the Point of Le'vi which advances upon the Ifle of Orleansy en-

tirely hides the South Channel, and the Jlle of Orleans hides the

North ; fo that the Port of ^ebec appears only like a great Bay.
The firft Thing that appears upon entering the Road, is a fine

cTL V 11 ^ Sheet of Water, about thirty Feet wide, and
Ihe fall oj ^ p^^^ y V

^ direaiyatthe En-
Montmorenci.

^j^^ Q\^nv.^\ of the We of Or-
leans^ and it is feen from a long Point of the South Coall of the

River ; which, as I faid before, feems to bend upon the Ille of
Orleans. This Cafcade is called the Fall of Montmorendy and
the Point bears the Name of Le^ui ; for Ne-iv France h^-d fuccef-

fively for Viceroys, the Admiral Montmorend, and the Duke de

Ventadour his Nephew. Every Body would judge that fuch a
large Fall of. Water, which runs continually, was the Difcharge
of fome fine River, but it is only derived from an inconiiderable

Current which in fome Places is not Ancle deep ; but it runs

continually, and has its Rife from a Lake about twelve Leagues
from the Fall.

The City is a League higher, and on the fame Side, in the

rr-T o' ' ^ very Place v/here the River is narrov/ eft ; but

oSec between the City and the Ifle of OrW,
* there is a Bafon a full League in Extent every

Way, into which the River 6"/. Charles difcharges itfelf, which
comes from the North-Weft, ^ebec is between the Mouth of
this River and Dia7nond Cape, which advances a little into the

River St, Laurence. The Moorings are over-againft the City.

There is twenty-five Fathom Water, and good Anchorage
; yet^

Vvhen the North-Eaft blows hard. Ships fometimes drive upon
their Anchors, but without Danger.

When Samtéel de Champlain founded this City in 1608, the

r Tide rofe fometimes • to the Foot of the

OiSbec ^"""^^ ^'^"""-^ ^^^^ '^'"'^^ ' tired by Degrees, and left a great Space dry,

where they have built the lower City, which is at prefent high
enough above the Shore to fecure the Inhabitants againft the
Inundations of the River. The firft Thing we find at landing,

is a pretty large
.
Spot of an irregular Figure, which has in

Front a Row of Houfes pretty well built, their Backfide clofe tq

the Rock, fo that they have but little Depth : They make a
pretty long Street, which takes up the whole Breadth of the
Place, and extends from Right to Left to two Ways, v^hichlead
to the upper City. The Place is bounded on the Left by a
fmaU Church, and on the Pvight by two Rows of Houfes built on

' I> 2 - a Parallel.
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a Parallel. There is one Row on the other Side between the

Church and the Port ; and at the Turning of Cape Diamond^
there is another pretty long Range of Houfes on the Side of a
fmall Bay, which is called the VAnfe défères, (Mother^s Bay.) This
Quarter may be reckoned a Kind of Suburb to the lower City.

Between this Suburb and the great Street we afcend to the

upper City, by a Way fo fteep, that they have been obliged to

make Steps, fo that we can only afcend on Foot : But taking
the Right Hand Side, they have made a Way which
is not fo ileep, and which is bordered by Houfes : 'Tis

at the Spot where the two Ways meet, that the upper City be-

gins on the Side towards the River St, Laurence ; for there is

another lower City on the Side of the River St, Charles, The
firll remarkable Building we find to the Right of the firft Side, is

the Biihop's Palace : All the Left is bordered with Houfes.

Twenty Paces further, we arrive at two pretty large Squares^ or

Openings : That on the Left is the Place of Arms, which is

before the Fort, where the Governor-General reftdes. The Re-

collets areover-agaloft it, and fome pretty good Houfes are built

on the other Side of the Square.

In that on the Right Hand, v/e meetfirfc the Cathedral, which
alfo ferves as a Parilh Church to all the City. The Seminary is

On one Side, upon the Angle made by the River St, Laurence and
the River St, Charles, Over-againft the Cathedral, is the Je-
fuits College, and between both there are pretty good Houfes.

From the Place of Arms, we enter two Streets, which are croffed

by a third, which is entirely taken up by the Church and Con-
vent of the Recollets. The fécond Opening has two Defcents

to the River St, Charles ; one very fleep on the Side of the Se-

minary, where there are few Houfes ; the other, by the Side of

thtjefuits Inclofure, which winds very m.uch, and has the Hotel

Dieu about the Mid-way, is bordered by fmall Houfes, and ends

at the Palace of the Intendant. On the other Side of the Je^
JuUs College, v/here the Church is, there is a pretty long Street,

in which are the t/r/^//W/.-—To conclude, all the upper City is

built on a Foundation of Marble and Slate, (a)
This is, Madam, the Topography of ^ebec ; which, as you

fee, has a pretty large Extent. Moil: of the Houfes are built of

Stone ; and yet it is reckoned to contain but about feven thou-

fand Souls.r~~But to give you a juH Idea of this City, I fliall de-

fcribe its principal Buildings more particularly, and then I lhall

give an Account of its Fortifications.—-The Church of the lower

City was built in Confequence of a Vow made during the Siege

(a) This City is confîderabîy increafed within the lafl twenty Years,

of
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of ^ehec^ in 1690. It is dedicated to Our Lady of Viâîory^ and
ferves the Inhabitants of the lower City. It is a yery plain

Building : All its Ornament is a modeft Neatnefs. Some Sifters

of a Congregation which I fhall mention hereafter, are lodged

between this Church and the Port. There are but four or five,

and keep a School.

This Epifcopal Palace is finifhed, excepting the Chapel,
and half the Buildings of the Defign, which was intended to be
a long Square. If it is ever finilhed, it will be avery fine Build-

ing. The Garden extends to the Brov/ of the Rock, and com-
mands all the Road.—When the Capital of Ne^jo France fhall be
as flourifhing (a) as that of the Old^ (we muftdefpair of nothing,

Paris was a long Time much lefs than Qjiebec is now,) as far as

the Eye can reach they will fee only Towns, Caftles, Country
Houfes ; and all this is already fketched out : And the River St»

Laurence^ that majeftically rolls her Waters, and brings them from
the Extremity of the North or the Weft, will be covered with
Vefiels. The Ille of Orleans^ and the two Banks of the two
Rivers that form this Port, will difcover fine Meadows, rich

Hills, and fertile Fields ; and nothing is wanting for this End,
but to be more peopled. A Part of a charming Valley (which
the River 6*/. Charles winds pleafingly through) will, no Doubt,
be joined to the City, of which it will certainly make the fineil

Quarter : And when they have bordered all the Road with no-
ble Quays, and we lhall fee three or four hundred Ships loaded
with Riches which hitherto we have not known how to value,

and bringing back in Exchange thofe of the Old and New-
World, you will acknowledge, Madam, that this Terrafs will

aiFord a Profped that nothing can equal.

The Cathedral would not be a fine Parifh Church in one of

rhe Cathedral î^^^. ^"^^^^^^ Towns in France, Judge, then,

; ^7 o • it deferves to be the Seat of the only Bi-ana the oemmary, n • 1 i -
i

• • n i 7^ 7 -n • •

Ihopnck which is m all the French Empire in

America, of greater Extent, than was ever that of the Romans,
The Architedure, the Choir, the great Altar, the Chapels of
this Cathedral, appear only fit for a Country Church. The
moft tolerable Thing belonging to it, is a very high Tower or
Steeple, folidly built, and which at a Diftance makes fome Ap-
pearance. The Seminary, vv^hich joins to the Church, is a large

Square, the Buildings of which are not finiftied : What is built,

(a) The Event of Things has fhewn, that this Author had not a true Pro-
phetic Spirit. How muft the French be mortified, to ûnd ail their fond Hopes
of raifing Quebec to fuch a Height of Magnificence, fruftrated by the Valour
of the Englifh Arms 5 and to fee that vaft Empire, which they flattered

themfelves they fhould be able to eftabli/hin North America, ail transferred and
annexed to the Imperiai Crown of Britain !

is
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is well done, and with all the Conveniencies necefiary în this,

Country. This is the third Time of building this Houfe. It

was burnt entirely in 1703. And in O^cber, 1705, when it was
juil rebuilt, it was almoft totally deilroyed by Fire. From the

(harden there is a Frofpedl of the Road, and the River St> Charles^

as far as the Eye can reach.

The Fort is a fine Building, v/liich is to be ilanked with two

cfi -p 7 advanced Pavillions. There is but one
i /oe^ort an^

^^jj^ prefent. They fay the other is to be
i.ape iiiamona, ^^-^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^

r^^^
Entrance is a large

and regular Court ; but it has no Garden, beçaufe the Fort is

built upon the Edge of the Rock. A fine Gallery, with a Bal-

cony that runs the Vv^hole Length of the Building, makes fome
Amends for this Defeél. It commands the Road ; to the Mid-
dle of v/hich one m-ay eafily make onefelf heard with a fpeaking

Trumpet^ and the lower City appears under your Feet. Coming
out of the Fort, and palling to the Left, we enter into a pretty

large Efplanade ; and, by a gentle Afcent, we arrive at the

Top of Diamo?îd Cape, which is a very fine Platform. Befides

the Fleafore of the Profped, we breathe in this Place the pureft

Air^ Vv-e fee Numbers of Porpoifes, v/hite as Snov/, play on the

Surface of the Wafer, and fometimes pick up Stones which are

more beautiful than thofe of Alencon, or BriJicL I have feen fome
as well formed as if they came out of the Hands of the beft

Workman, Formerly they were common, and this gave the

Nam.e to the Cape. At prefent they are very fcarce. The
Defccnt to the Country here is more gentle than on the Side of
the Efplanade.

The RecoIIetsh^t a large i fine Church, v/hich would be an

The R^r-^ll^ts
Honoia- to them at Fer/ailles, It is neatly

jIj Ti"f^-i-^ ' roofed, adorned Vv^ith a larr^e Gallery (fome-

thing neîivy) of Wood, well wrought, which
goes all round ; in which are made the ConfeiHonals. In Ihort^,

it v/ants nothing ; but they iliould take away fome Pidures that

are very poorly painted- Father Luke has placed fome her^ that

do no Credit to the Place. The Houfe is anfwerable to the

Church : It is great, ^lidly built^, and convenient, accompa-
nied with a large Garden well cultivated. The Vrfuline Nuns
have fulFered twice by Fire, as well as the Seminary : And withal
thev have fuch a fiender Provifion, and the Portions they receive

with the Maids of this Country are fo fmall, that the firil Time
their Houfe was burnt, they had Thoughts of fending them
back to France : Hov/ever, they have made a Shift to re-ellablilh

themfeives both Times, and their Church is quite finiilied.

(a) It is now fini/lie^.

They
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They are neatly and conveniently lodged: It is the Fruit of
the good Name they have acquired in the Colony by their Piety^

CEconomy, Sobriety, and Labour : They gild and embroider*

All are ufefully employed ; and whatever conies from their

Hands, is generally of a good Tafte.

You have feen, without Doubt, Madam, in fome of the Rela*

c^/. T r 'f r J
^î^î^s, that the College of the Je/uits is.avery

^
^e}timts LOI-

^^^^ Building. It is certain, that when this

^ ' City was a rude Heap of French Barracks^

and Savage Cabins, this Houfe (the only one with the Fort

that was built of Stone) made fome Figure. The firil: Travel-
lers, who judged by Comparifon, have reprefented it as a very
fine Building. Thofe who followed them, and who, according
to Cuftom, copied after them, fpoke the fame Language : But
the Cabins have difappeared, and the Barracks are changed to

Houfes, moft of them well built ; fo that the College is now a
Difgrace to the City, and is in a very ruinous Condition, (a)
The Situation is bad : It is deprived of the greateft Advan-

tage it could have, which is the Frofped. It had at firfl the

View of the Road, and its Founders were good enough to fancy-

that they would be allowed to enjoy it^ but they were deceived.

The Cathedral and the Seminary make a Malic that leaves them
nothing but the View of the Square, v/hich has nothing t(>

make Amends for what they have loil. The Court of the Col-
lege is fmall and dirty ; nothing refembles more a Farm Yard.
The Garden is large and well kept, and is bounded by a little

Wood, a precious Remain of the antient Foreil that formerly co-

vered this whole Mountain.
The Church has nothing fine on the Outfide, but a pretty Sort

bf a Steeple : It is entirely covered with Slate, and is the only
one of Canada that has this Advantage, for every Thing here is

covered with Shingles. The Infide is well adorned : It has a

line Gallery, bordered v/ith an Iron Balufcrade, painted, gil^frand

well contrived ; a Pulpit entirely gilt, and well wrolight iïi

Wood and Iron ; three handfcme Altars ; fome good Fidures 5

the Roof not arched, but fiat, and pretty well ornamented ; no
Pavement, but a good Floor, which makes this Church more
fupportable in Winter, whilft People are frozen with Cold in the
others* I do not mention the four great cylindric majfiue Columns^
made of one Block of a certain Porphyry black as Jet, ^without Spots

€r V<;insy with which it pleafed the Baron de la Hontan to enrich the
grand Altar. They would certainly be much better than thofë
they have, which are hollow, and coarfely covered with Mar-
ble. But this Author might eafily obtain Pardonj if he had
difguifed the Truth, only to adorn the Churches.

(a) Tîte College is fince rebuilt, and is now very fine.
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The Hofpital has two large Halls, one for the Men and the
other for the Women ; the Beds are well

The HofpitaL kept, the Sick are well attended, and every
Thing is convenient, and very neat. The

Church is behind the Woman's Hall, and has nothing remarka-
ble but the great Altar, the Altar-piece of which is very fine.

This Houfe is ferved by fome Nuns of St. Aiiftiriy the firll of
which came from Dieppe. They have begun a good Houfe here,

but it is very likely they will not foon finilh it for Want of a Fund.
As their Houfe is fituated on the Midway of a Hill, on a Spot
that advances a little upon the River St. Charles^ they have a
very pretty Prcfpeâ:.

The Houfe of the Intendant is called the Palace, becaufe the

Chief Council meets there. It is a Grand Pavillion, the Ends
of which projeél fome Feet, to which we afcend by a double
Flight of Steps. The Front towards the Garden is much plea-

fanter than that of the Entrance, having a View of the little

River. The Royal Magazines are on the right Side of the

Court, and the Prifon is behind. The Gate at the Entrance is

mafked by the Mountain, on which the upper City ftands, and
which prefcnts in this Place only a fteep Rock, very difagreea-

ble to the Sight. It was much worfe before the Fire, which
fome Years ago entirely deftroyed this (a) Palace, for it had no
Court in Front, and the Buildings ftood upon the Street, which
is very narrow. Going down this Street, or more properly

fpeaking, this Way, we come into the Country, and about half

a Mile diflant ftands the General Hofpital. It is the finell

ne GeneralHof
^^^^^^ Canada, and would be no Difgrace

, T to our greatefl Cities of France, The
^ \ collets formerly poffelTed this Place : M, de St.

Vallier, Bilhop of ^ebecy removed them into the City, bought
the Ground, and fpent 100,000 Crowns in Buildings, Furni-

ture, and a Fund for its Support. The only Defedl of this Hof-
pital is, its being built in aMaflh; however, they hope to remedy
it by draining the Marfh ; but the River St. Charles makes an
Elbow in this Place, and the ¥/aters do not ealily run off, and.
this can never be well mended.
The Prelate, who is the Founder, has his Apartment in the

Houfe, and makes it his ordinary
.
Refidence ; he lets out his

own Palace, which is alfo his own Work, ^rth^e benefit of the

Poor. He did not difdain to ferve as A-ffi^to^he Hofpital,

as well as to the Nuns, and he performed the Daty of this Office

with a Zeal and Afîiduity, which would be admired in a com-
mon Prieft, who was to live by this Employment. Artilts or

[a) This Palace was again entirely burnt down,
Others
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tîiers, whom great Age or Infirmities have deprived of getting

their living, are received into this Hofpital, to a certain Number
of Beds that are appropiated for this Purpofe, and thirty Nuns
are employed to attend them. It is a Copy of tie Hotel Dieu of
^ebecy but to diftinguifh the Nuns, the Bifhop has given them
fome particular Regulations, and makes them wear a Silver

Crofs upon their Brealls. The greateil Part of them are of good
Families, and as they are not of the richeft of the Country, the

Bifhop has given Portions to many.
i^ebec is not regularly fortified, but they have been long

Of the Fortiû ^^P^^X^^ making it a defeniible Place :

J ^ or iji-
'pj^jg Q'^^y j^Qj. g^iy taken in its pre-

fent Condition. The Port is flanked by two
Baftions, which at the higk Tides * are almoft level with the

Water, that is to fays about twenty-five Feet high, for the Equi-
no6lial Tides rife fo high; A little above the Baftion on the
right, they have made a half Baftion in the Rock, and higher
up, by the Side of the Gallery of the Fort, there is a Battery of
twenty-five Pieces of Cannon. There is alittle fquareFort called

the Citadel ftill above this ; and the Ways to go from one Forti-

fication to another are very fteep. To the left of the Port, ail

along the Road up to the River 6*/; Charles^ there are good Bat-
teries of Cannon, and fome Mortars.
From the Angle of the Citadel, which looks towards the City,

they have made an Oreille of a Baftion, from whence they have
made a Curtain at right Angles^ which runs to join a very high
Cavalier, upon which there is a Mill fortified. Defcending from
this Cavalier, we meet, at about the Diftance of Mufket Shot, a
lirft Tower with Baftions, and at the fame Diftance from this a
fécond. The Defign was to cover all this with a Stone facing,

which was to have the fame Angles as the Baftions, and which
was to terminate at the End of the Rock over againft the Palace,

where there is a little Redoubt, as well as on the Diamond Cape.
I know not why this has not been executed. Such was. Madam,
pretty near the State of the Place in 171 1, when the

fitted out a great Fleet for the Conqueft of Canada^ which
failed of Succefs through the Ralhnefs of the Commander, who,
contrary to the Advice of his Pilot, came too near the feven
Ifles, and loft all his largeft Ships, and three thoufand Men of
his beft Tr.o5ps.v /-

After having mentioned what is moft material in our Capital, I
muft fay a Word or tw^o of its Inhabitants ; this is its Beauty. And
if upon confideringonly itsHoufes^ Squares, Streets, and public
Buildings, we may reduce it to the Rank of the fmalleft Cities

of France, the Worth of thofe who inhabit it, fecures it the Title
of Capital,

E I have
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I have already faid that they reckon fcarceîy at Shiehec (tttn

Of the Inhahi
^^^^^^^^^ Souls but we And here a little

y ' ^ ^-
ci^Qfen World, which wants nothing to make
an agreeable Society. A Governor Ge-

neral [a) with his Attendants, Nobility, CfBcers of the Armyj,

and Troops : An Intendant {b) with an upper Council, and the

inferior Jurifdi£lions : A Commiffary of the Marine (f) : A
Grand Provoft i^d) : AGrand Surveyor of Highways, and a Grand
Mailer of the Waters and Forefls {e) whofe Jurifdidion is cer-

tainly the moftextenfive in the World: Rich Merchants, or who
live as if they wer@ fuch : A Bilhop and a numerous Seminary :

Recollets Miàjefuits : Three Societies of Maidens, well compofed :

Circles as brilliant as in any other Place, at the Governor's,, and
the Intendant's Ladies. Here feems to me to be every Thing
for all Sorts of People to pafs their Time very agreeably.

And fo they do in Reality, and every one endeavours to con-

tribute v^hat they can towards it. They play, they make Parties

of Pleafure, in Summer, in Chariots, or Canoes ; in Winter,
in Sledges on the Snow, or fkeating on the Ice, Shooting
is m.uch followed ; Gentlemen fnd this their only Refource to

live plentifully. The News current is but little, becaufe the

Country furnifhes fcarce any, and the 'News from Europe comes
all together; but this affords Converfation for great Part of
the Year ; They m.ake political Remarks on Things paft,

and raife Conjeâures on future Events : The Sciences and the

£ne Arts have their Turn, and Converfation never grows dull.

The Can A Di ANS, that is tofay, the Creoles of Canada, breath at

their Birth an Air of Liberty, v/hich makes them very agreeable

in the Commerce of Life ; and our Language is no where fpoken
with greater Purity.

There is nobody rich here, and 'tis Pity, for they love to live

generoufly, and no one thinks of laying up Riches. They keep
good Tables, if their Fortunes Vv/ ill afford it, as well as to

drefs handfomely ; if not, they retrench the Expence of their

Table to beftow it on Drefs ; and indeed we maift allow that

our Creoles become their Drefs. They are all of good Stature,

and the beft Complexion in the World in both Sexes. A plea-^

fant Humour, and agreeable and polite Manners are common to

all ; and Clownifhnefs, either in Language or Behaviour, is not
known among: them.

{à) The Marquis de VaiidremL {b) M. Begon* {c) M. Ckrambaut d'Aigre-

mnh CdJ M, Dg^ijs de St, Simn, (e) M, le Baron dsMekançQurt,
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ït is not fo, as they fay, with the Englijh our Neighbours,

T^ nr , L ^^'^ th^y who know the two Colonies only
Ifference e- i theManner of living, adinc^ and fpeaking

W Fr^nch^'â^
of the Inhabitants, would certainly judgl

^
. ^

^ ^ ^'
ours to be the moil: flouriihing. In Ne^-w Eng-

land, and the other Provinces of the Conti-

nent of America^ fubjeft to ihe Britifb Empire, there prevails an

Opulence, of which they feem not to know how to take the Be-

nefit; and in Ne^ France, a Poverty difguifed by an Air of Eafe,

which does not feem conftrained. Commerce, and the Culture

of Plantations, ftrengthen the former; the Indullry of the In-

habitants fupports the latter, and the Tafle ofthe Nation diifufes an
unbounded Agreeablenefs. The Englijh Coloniil: gathersWealth,

and never runs into any fuperfluous Expence : The French enjoys

what he has, and often makes a Shew of what he has not. One
labours for his Heirs; the other leaves them in the Neceffity in

which he found himfelf, to fhift as well as they can. Th-tEng^
lijh Americans are entirely averfe to War, bccaufe they have much
to lofe ; they do not regard the Savages, becaufe they think they

have no Occafion for them. The Youth of the French, for the

contrary Reafons, hate Peace, and live well with the Savages,

v/hofe Efteem they gain during a War, and have their Friendlhip

atall Times. Icould carry the Parallel further, but I muft finifh :

The King's Ship is ready^ to fail, and the Merchant Ships are

preparing to follow it ; and perhaps in three Days there will not

be a fmgie Ship in our Road.
/ am. See,

LETTER III.

Of the Huron Village ; What has hindered the Progrefs of the

French Colony ^Canada; Of the Money current there .

Madam, Quebec, Feb. 15.

I Am returned from a little Journey of Devotion, of v/hich I

Ihall give you an Account, but I muft firft acquaint you, that;

I was miftaken at the End of my lafl Letter, when I faid the

Road of ^ebec would be empty in three Days. A Ship from

Marfeilles lies here iHll, and has found Means to be under Shel-

ter of the Ice, with which this Rvver is covered. This is a

Secret which may be of fome Ufe. It is good to have- fome Re-
fource againft any Accident that m ay happen. The Captain of

this Ship weighed Anchor the 22d in the Evening, and after he

had
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had made about a League, he anchored again to wait for fome
of his PalTengers, who embarked in the Middle of the Night :

He then gave Orders to prepare for failing as foon as the Tide
fhould begin to fail, and went to Bed in pretty good Time.
About Midnight they waked him, to let him know that the

VefTel was filling with Water : They pumped, but to no Pur-
pofe : The Water increafed continually, inftead of diminiili-

ing. In fhort, every one began to think of faving himfelf, and
it was Time. The laft were not yet alhore when the Ship dif-

appeared. A Bark loaded with Merchandize from Montreal

met with the fame Fate at the Lake St. Pierre, (Sf. Peter^) but
they hope to get them both up again, when the fine Weather
returns ; and they flatter themfelves that the greateft Part of the

Loading of thefe two Veifels will not be loft, The Affair of
the Ship of Marfeilles may have fome Confequences ; for the

Captain fufpeds that fome Body play'd him a Trick. .

I now come to my Pilgrimage. Three Leagues from hence,

À n r '^f' r North-Eaft, there is a little Village of

Lo etto
Chriftian Hurons,

^
whofe Chapel is built after

* theModel,and with alitheDimenfions, ofthe

Banta Cafa of Italy, or the Houfe of Loretto ; from whence they

fent to our new Converts an Image of the Virgin, like that which
is in that celebrated Place. They could not well have chofen a

wilder Place for this Milfion : Neverthelefs, the Concourfe here

is very great ; and whether it be Fancy, Devotion, or Prejudice,

or what you pleafe, many Perfons have aflured me that they

were feized upon their Arrival here with a fecret and holy Hor-
ror, which they could not refift : But what makes a ftill

greater ImprelTion, is the folid Piety of the Inhabitants of this

Defart.

They are Savages, but they retain nothing of their Birth ancj

ctu y / /- /,
Original but what is valuable ; that is to fay,ihe l.eaL of tfpe

simplicity and Freedom of the firft Age of
i^a^uages.

World, with the Addition of Grace ; the

Faith of the Patriarchs, a fincere Piety, that Reditude and Do-
cility of Heart, which is the Character of Saints, an incredi^

ble Innocence of Manners, a pure Chriftianity, on which the

World has never breathed the contagious Air that corrupts it,

and often Adions of the moft heroic Virtue. Nothing is more
afFe£ling than to hear them fing in two Choirs, the Men on one
Side, and the Women on the other, the Prayers of the Church,
and Hymns in their own Language. Nothing is comparable to

the Fervour and Modefty which they make appear in all their

Exercifes of Religion. I never faw any Perfon who was not

touched with it to the Bottom of his Soul.

-This Village was formerly more populous ; but Difeafes, and
ibmething, I know not what, that reduces infenfibly to nothing

o all
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all the Nations of this Continent, have greatly diminilhed the

Number of Inhabitants. The Age and Infirmities of fome of

their antient Paftors had alfo made fome Breaches in their firil

Fervour ; but it was not difficult to recover them ; and he that

governs them at prefent, has nothing to do but to keep Things
upon the Footing he found them. It is true, that they take all

Manner of Precautions to hinder their falling off again. Strong

Liquors, the moil common, and almoft the only Stumbling-
Block, which makes the Savages fall, are forbid by a folemn
Vow, the Tranfgreffion of which is punifhed with publick Pe-
nance, as well as every other Fault which caufes Scandal ; and
the fécond Offence generally fuflices to banifli the Guilty, with-

out Hope of Return, from a Place which ought to be the impene-
trable Afylum of Piety and Innocence. Peace and Subordina-
tion reign here intirely ; and the w^hole Village ieems to make
but one Family, regulated upon the pureil Maxims of the

Gofpei. This always furprizes every one who knows how far

îhefe People (and the Hurons efpecially) do naturally carry Pride
and the Spirit of Independence.

The greateft, and perhaps the only Trouble of a Miflionary

here, is to find Proviflon for his Flock. The Diflrid they poiTefs,

cannot fulHciently fupply them; and there ai^. good Reafons
w^hy they do not permit them to abandon it.—Monfieur and
Madam Begon were of our Pilgrimage, and were received by
thefe good People with a Refpe6l due to Perfoas of their Rank,
and who never let them want Necefîaries. After a Reception
entirely military on the Part of the Warriors, and the Shouts of
the Multitude, they began the Exercifes of Piety, which was
mutually edifying : They were followed by a general Feaft, at

the Expence of Madam Begon, who received all the Honours of
it. The Men, according to Cuftom, eat in one Houfe, and the
Women and Children in another : I fay Houfe, and not Cabin ;

for thefe Savages are lately lodged after the French Manner. The
Women on thefe Occafions ufed only to ihew their Gratitude by
their Silence and Modefty ; but becaufe it was a Lady of the
lirft Rank that was then in the Colony, who treated the whole
Village, they granted the Huron Women an Orator, by whom
they difplayed to their illuftrious Benefadrefs all the Sentiments?

of their Flearts. As for the Men, after the Chief had made a
Speech to the Intendant, they danced and fung as long as we
pleafed. Nothing, Madam, is lefs diverting, than thefe Songs
and Dances : Firft, all are feated upon the Earth like Apes,
v/ithout any Order. From Time to Time a Man rifes up and
comes forward Howly into the Midft of the Place, always
keeping Time, as they fay, he turns his Head from Side to Side,

figns
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fiiigs an Air, whicli is far from being melodious to any one but
a Savage born, and pronounces fome Words which have no ^reat

Meaning- Sometimes it is a Song of War, fometimes a Song of
Death, ibmetimes an Attack or a Surprize ; for as thefe People
drink nothing but Water, they have no drinking Songs, and they

have not yet thought of fing^ing their Amours. Whiift they

iing, all the Company never ceafè to beat Time by drawing
frora the Bottom of their Breaft an 7/^, which never varies. The ^

Connoifleurs fay th€y always keep Time exaélly. I refer it to them.
V/hen one has ended, another takes his Place : And this conti-

nues till the AfTembly returns them Thanks ; which would faon
happen, vv^ithoiit a little Complaifance, which it is good to have
for this People. It is in Facl a very tirefome and difagreeable

Mufick, at lead to judge by what I have heard. Throats of
Iron, always in one Tone ; Airs Vv^hich have alv/ays fomething
£erce, or mournful. But their Voice is quite different when
they fmg at Church. As for the Vv^omen, their Voices have a

farprizing Sweetnefs ; they have alfo a good deal of Tafte and
Inclination forMuiick.

Upon thefe Occafions, the Speech is the bell Thing. They
explain in few Words, and generally very ingenioufly, the Occa-
fion of the Feaft ; to which they never fail to give fome high
Mo lives. The Praifes of the Founder are never forgotten ; and
they take the Opportunity of the Prefence of fome Perfons

(efpecially when they fpeak before the Governor-General t)r the

Intendant) to alk fome Favour, or to make fome Reprefentation.

The Orator of the Hurons^ on that Day, faid fuch witty Things,
that v/e fui|3e£ted that the Interpreter (who was the MiiTionary

himfelf) had lent him his Wit and Politenefs with his Voice ;

but he proteiled that he had added nothing of his own ; and v/e

believed him, becaufe he is known to be one of the moil open
and iincere Men in the W^orld. (a)

Before I had taken this little Journey, I had made feveral Ex-
Cur£ons about this City \ but as the Earth was every where co-

vered with Snow, fiVe or iix Feet deep, I could thereby learn

nothing of the Nature of tlie Soil ; but I have been over it

formerly in all Seafons, and I can affure you that it is very rare

to fee Lands more fruitful, or of a better Quality. I applied

mr^îtlî very diligently this Winter, to inform myfeif of the Ad-
vantages which might be made of this Colony, and I will com-
municate to you the Fruit of my Labours. Canada does not

enrich France ; this is a Complaint as old as the Country, and
it is not without Foundation. It has no rich Inhabitants : This
is alfo true. Is this the Fault of the Country, or is it not owing
alfo to the firfl Settlers ? I fhall endeavour to make you able to

deqde this Point.

fa) Father Petei-'Dani Richer,

The i
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The firil Source of the ill Fortune of this C( untry, which is

The falle No '
-^^^^^^^^^ with, the Name of Ne^-w France^ was

je jaje \0' the Report vvhich was at firil fpread throup-h

S^da Kingdom, that it had no Mines ; and
they did not enough confider that the greateil

Advantage that can be drawti fronî* a Colony, is the Increafe of
Trade : And to accomplifh this, it requires People ; and thefe

Peoplings mud be made by Degrees, fo that it will not appear
in fuch a Kingdom as France : And that the two only Objeds
which prefcnted themfelves lirft in Canada and Acadia^ (I meai'i

the Furs and the Fifhery,) required that thefe Countries ihouid
be peopled: If they had been fo, they had perhaps givea
greater Returns to France^ than Spain has drawn from the richetl:

Provinces of the New World ;
efpecially if they had added

Ship-building : But the Luftre of the Gold and Silver which
came from Mexico and Peru fo dazled the Eyes of all Europe^ that

a Country which did not produce thefe precious Metals, was
looked upon as a bad Country. Let us hear upon this Subjeda
lenfible Author, who had been in thefe Places.

*' The common Queitions they make (fays Mark Lefcarhot)
are thefe : Is there any Gold or Silver ? And no Body afks.

Are thefe People inclined to hear the Chrijlian Doârine I

And as to the Mines, there are fôme indeed, but they muft be
wrought with Indufcry, Labour, and Patience. The £neâ
Mine that I know of, is that of Corn and Wine, and the

breeding of Cattle. They who have this, have Money ; and
we do not live upon Mines. The Sailors who go from alî

Parts of Europe to get Fifii at Nenx)fotindland and beyond, eight

or nine hundred Leagues diilant from their Country, iind there

good Mines, without breaking the Rocks, digging into the

Bov/els of the Earth, and living in the Darknefs of Hell.

They find, I fay, good Mines at the Bottom of the Waters,
and in the Trade of Fur and Skins, of which they make good
Money."
They not only gave Ne-uo France a very bad Nam_e without

Mifîakes that
^^^'^wiiig it ; but thofe who thought to get

J , fome Profit by it, took no Meafures for this
"v^^^ere made at the r» r r»- /x

' r i m- -l

fir/i Settle?nent
^^^rpofe. firft, they were a long Time be-

* fore they fettled upon a Place : They cleared

the Land without having firil well examined it : They ibv/ed it,

and raifed Buildings upon it ; and then, without knov/ing why,
they often abandoned it, and went to fome other Place. Thi$
Inconllancy v/as the great Caufe of our lofmg Acadia, and hin-
dering us from making any Thing of it, whilft we were in Pof-

feffion of that fine Country.—The Author I have already cited,

^nd who \vas a Wi^nefs of our Want of Refolution, v/as not

afraid
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afraid to blame thofe who were moH: guilty in this Affair. If

is thus (fays he) that at all Times we , make much ado about
nothing, that v/e purfue new Enterprizes with great Heat, and
that we project fine Beginnings, and then quit every Thing.
In Reality, for fuch Undertakings there mufi: be a Subfiftence

and Support ; but we muft aifo liivc Men of Refolution, who
will not foon be difheartened, and have this Point of Honour
in View, ViBory or Deaths that Death being great and glorious

which happens in executing a great Defign ; fuch as laying

the Foundation of a New Kingdom, and eftablilhing the

Chrijiian Faith among People where GOD is not known/'
I come now to Trade.——The Trade of Canada\).2u^ been a

long Time folely in the Fifhery and Skins. The Cod Filhery

was carried on upon the Great Batik, and upon the Coafts of

Newfoundland^ a long Time before they difcovered the River

of Si. Laurence : They bethought themfelves too late, of

making a Settlement upon the Ifland ; and we had fufFered

the Englijh to be before-hand with us. At length we took Pof-

felTion of the Port and Bay of Placentia. The Militia of Ca--

nada have performed here many warlike Exploits, equal to thofe

of the boldeil Buccaneers of St. Domingo, They have often de-

ftroyed the Inhabitants, and ruined the Trade of the Englijh in

this Illand : But they who fufFered their ftrongell Places to be

eallly taken from them, knew their Enemy too well to be dif-

heartened. Accuftomed to fee the Canadian Fire break out

amidft the Northern Ice, and die away of itfelf in the Midft of

what ought to have given it more Power, they behaved them-

felves at the Approach of our Heroes like a fkilful Pilot upon
the Approach of a Storn^i. They prudently yielded to the

Tempeft, and afterwards repaired without any Hindrance the

Damage which had been done to their Pofts ; and by this Con-
dud tho' they were always beat in Newfoundland^ either when they

attacked or defended themfelves, they have always carried on a

much greater Trade than their Conquerors, and have at laft re-^

maincd the fole Mafters and quiet PofTefTors of this Ifland. We
have behaved flill worfe in Acadia, This great and rich Province

has been a long Time divided amongfl divers private Perfons,

none of which are grown rich, whilft the Englijh have made an

immenfe Profit of the Fifhery upon the Coafls,

The Settlements which thefe Proprietors made here, not being

upon a folid Foundation, and wanting themfelves Judgment, and

ruining one another, they left the Country in much the fame

Condition they found it ; and with fuch an ill Name, that it

îiever recovered till the Moment we loft it. But our Enemies have

made us know the Value of it»

The
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The Trade to which they confined themfelves folely for a

/// ConduB in
^^^^ Time in Canada^ was that of Skins or

Re^ êl to the Skin
impoffible to relate the Faults

Trade
^ ^ which have been here committed. The Ge-

^* nius of our Nation never, perhaps, was
(hewn more than on this Occafion. When we difcovered this

vaft Continent, it was full of Deer and other Beafts of the

Chace : But a Handful of Frenchmen have within a fmgle Age
found Means to make them almoft entirely difappear, and there

are fome Species of them entirely deftroyed. They killed the

Orignals, or Elks, for the fole Pleafure of killing them, and to

Ihew they were good Markfmen. No Body thought of inter-

poiing the King's Authority to put a Stop to fuch an extrava-

gant Diiorder : But the greateft Evil proceeded from the infa-

tiable Covetoufnefs of private Perfons, who applied themfelves

folely to this Trade. They came for the moll Fart from France,

like Si MON ID ES ; that is to fay y pofTelîing only what they had
upon their Backs ; and they were impatient to appear in a bet-

ter Condition. At firil, this was eafy : The Savages did not

know the Treafure their Woods contained, but by the Eager-
nefs the French fhewed to get the Skins out of their Hands,
they got from them a prodigious Quantity, by giving them
Things v/hich fome People would not pick up : And even fince

they have been better informed of the Value of this Merchan-
dize, and expeded to be fomething better paid for it, it was very

eafy for a long Time to fatisfy them at a fmall Expencei With a

little Conduél, this Trade might have been continued on upon
a tolerably good Foundation. It would be difficult, however, to

name a fingle Family, at this Time, that ha? been enriched by
this Trade. We have feen fome Fortunes, as immenfe as fud-

den, raifed and difappear almoil at the fame Time ; like thofe

moving Mountains of Sand which fome Travellers fpeakof, and
which a Vv^iirlwind raifes and levels again in tlie Plains of Af-
rica* Nothing is more common in this Country, than to lee

People fuitera languifhing old Age under Pvlifery and Contempt,
after having had it in their Power to have made a handfome
Settlement for themfelves.

After all, Madam, thefe private Perfons who have mi/Ted
making Fortunes which they did not deferve, would have been
unworthy of the Public Concern, if the EfFefts of it did not
fall upon the Colony ; which foon found itfelf reduced to fuch a
State, as to fee entirely dried up, or running in another Channel,
a Spring fromwhence fo many Riches might flow into its Bofom»

Its Ruin begun by its Plenty. By Means of heaping up lea-
ver Skins, which were alv/ays the principal Objed of this

Trade, there was found fuch a vafl Quantity in the Magazines,
F that
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that they could not be difpofed of : Whence it happened, tliat

the Dealers not being willing to take them, our Adventurers^

whom they call here Cùureurs de Bois^ (Foreft Rangers) carried

them to the Englîjh^ and many of them fettled iniV^^ York. Se-

veral Attempts were made to hinder thefe People from deferting

the Colony^ but with little Succefs 5 on the contrary, thofe who
went over to our Neighbours for the Sake of Intereft, were de-

tained there by the Fear of Punifhment ; and fome Vagabonds^
who had taken a Liking to Independency, and a wandering
Life, remained among the Savages ; from whom they could not

be diftinguilhed, but by their Vices. Recourfe was had feveral

Times to the publilhing of Pardon to all that would return ;

which at firft had little EiFe6l ; but at length this Method, ma-
naged with Prudence, anfwered the expedled End.
They made Ufe of another Method, which was ftill more ef-

Of Licences and
This was, to allow a Number of

h Ahufes
Perfons, whom they thought they could con-

eir ujes.
.^^ trade in the Countries of

the Savages, and prohibit all other Perfons to go out of the Co-
lony. The Number of thefe Licences v/ere limited, and they

were diflributed to poor Widows and Orphans, who could fell

them to the Traders for more or lefs, according the Value of
the Trade ; that is, according to the Places where the Licences

permitted them to go ; for they had taken the Precaution to

mark out the Places, to hinder them from going all one Way.
Befides thefe Licences, (the Number of which was fettled by

the Court, and the Dillribution of v/hich belongs to the Governor
General) there are fome for the Com.manders of Pofts, and for

extraordinary Occafions ; and the Governor gives fome alfo by
Name of Jtmple PermiJJions : So that a Part of the young Men are

continually roving the Woods ; and though they do not commit
any longer, or at leaft fo openly, the Diforders which have fo

miîçhdifgracedthis Profeffion, yet they ftill contraél a loofe vagrant

Habit, of v/hich they are never entirely cured: They lofe at

leai^: an Inclination for Labour ; they wafte their Strength, and
become incapable of the leaft Reflraint ; and when they are no
Icn- er able to bear the Fatigues of thefe Journies, (which foon

b:n^ , becaufe thefe Fatigues are very great) they remain

\vi :?;-;t any Refource, and are no longer fit for any Thing.

T'iTii^ h- nce it proceeds, that Arts have been a long Time neg-

.

^ that much good Land lies ftill uncultivated, and that the

i. o. 'itry is not peopled. It has been often propofed to abolilh

thefe pernicious Licences, and to make fome French Settlements

in f^me chofen Places, and where it would be eafy to aiTemble

the Savages, at leaiî^ ^t certain Seafons of the Year. By this

Means the Trade would be rendered more flouriihisig. Thefe

g vaft
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yaft Countries would be infenfibly peopled ; and this would
perhaps be the only Means to execute what the Court has had
fo long at lieart, to frenchify thefe Savages. I believe I may àt

leaft aflert, that if this rrojedl had been followed, Canada
would have been at this Time much more populous than it is ;

that the Savages, attracted and retained by the Help and kind
Treatment they would have found in our Habitations, would
have been lefs roving, lefs miferable, and in Confequence would
have encreafed in Number, (inftead of which their Numbers
are furprifingly diminifhed) and they would have been attached

to us in fuch a Manner, that we might have made the like Ufe
of them by this Time, as of the Subjects of the Crown ; and
the more fo, as the Miffionaries would have found much lefs

Difficulty in their Converfion. -What we now fee at Loretfo^

and in fome Meafure amongft the Iroquois^ the Algonquins, and
the Jbenaquisj who live in the Colony, leaves no Room to doubt
of the Truth of what I advance ; and there is no Perfon amongH
tliofe who have been moll converfant with the Savages, who does

not agree that we can never depend on thefe People till they are

Chrijïians, I will cite no other Example than the Abenaquis
|

who, though few in Number, were during the two lafl: Warà
the principal Bulwark of Ne^ Trance againfl Ne^ England^

This Proje(^, which I have laid before you, Madam', is as

old as the Colony, itv/as that of M. de Champlain its Founder,

and it was the Defire of ahnoft all the Miffionaries v/hom I have
known, and whofe painful Labours in the Situation in which.

Things have been a long while, do not produce any great Fruit

in the Miffions which are at any Diilance. It would be in Faél

very late to take up this Defign now with Refpedl to the

Savages, who difappear in fuch a Manner, as is fearce conceiva-

ble. But what iliould hinder us from following it, with Refped
"to the French and to continue the Colony from one Neighbour-
hood to another, till it can reach out a Hand to that vï Louijiana^

to ilrengthen each other. By this Means the Englijh in lefs

than an Age and a half have peopled above five hundred
Leagues of Country, and have formed a Povver on this Con-
tinent, which we cannot help beholding without Fear when we
^ake. a near View of it. -Ca?iada may and does fome*
times carry on a pretty confiderable Trade with the Ifles of Ame-
rica, in Flour, Planks, and other Wood fit for Buildings ; as there

is not perhaps a Country in the World that has more Variety of
Wood, nor a better Sort: Judge what Riches this may one Day
produce. It appears that few People underftand this Article ; I do
not underftand it enough myfelf toenter intoa more particular Ac-
count: I have fomething more Knowledge in the Article of Oils, of
which Ilhallfoon take Notice. Being inHafle to finiihmy Letter, î

F z have
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have only Time to compleat what concerns the Trade in ge-
neral.

Nothing has more contributed todiftrefs the Trade than the fre-

Various Chan es
^^^^^ Changes which have been made in the

'n the^Mone
^^^^^ Money ; this is the Hiftory of it in few

tn e oney.
Words. In 1670, the Weil-India Company,

to whom the King had given the Domain of the Iflands of the

Continent of French Amerkay had leave to fend to thefe lilands

a hundred thoufand Livres (a) in fmall Money, marked with a

particular Legend, that was proper to it. The King's Edid is

dated in February^ by which this Species was to be current only
in the Iflands. But upon fome Difficulties which arofe, the

Council made an Oïàtx Nonjemher \%y i(>J'2., that the faid Mo-
ney, and all other Species that was current in France^ fliould

pafs alfo, not only in the French Iflands, but alfo on the Conti-

nent of America fubjed to the Crown, with an Augmentation of

one fourth Part ; that is tofay, the Pieces of fifteen Sous for

twenty, and the reft in Proportion. The fame Order decreed

that all Contrats, Notes, Accounts, Sales, and Payments, fliould

be made according to the Rate of the Money, without making Ufe
of Exchanges, or accounting in Sugar or other Merchandize, on
the Penalty of making all fuch Ads void. And for all paft it was
ordered, that all Contrads, Notes, Debts, Dues, Rents in

Sugar, or other Merchandize, fliould be paid in Mcney, ac-

cording to the Currency of the faid Species. In the Execution
of this Order, Money encreafed one fourth in Ne^uj France, which
foon occafioned many Difficulties. In Fad, M. de Champigny

Norcy, who was made Indendant of ^ehec in 1684, and v^/ho is

now Intendant: at Ha^vre-de-Grace, found himfeli foon embarrafled,

both in the Payment of the Troops, and other Expences of the

King in this Colony.
Eefides this, the Funds which were fent from France, aimoft

always came too late ; and by the firfl: of January the Officers and
Soldiers were to be paid, and other Payments to be made, which
were equally indifpen fable. To fatisfy the moft prelTirig De-
mands, M . ^de Champigny m2iàQ Notes to fupply the Place of Mo-
ney, obferving always the Augmentation. And by Order of the

Governor and the Intendant, they fet on every Piece of this Mo-
ney (which was a Card) theTreafurer's Sign Manual, the Arrr.s of

France, and the Seals of the Governor and Intendant in Wax; they

afterwards got them printed in France, on Pafteboard, with the

fame Marks as the current Money of the Kingdom ; and it was
ordered that they fliould be prefented every Year before the

Arrival of the Ships from France, to add a Mark, to prevent

Counterfeits.

(a) A Livre is about jj.- 8"rt of our Mcneyi-'
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This Pafieboard Money did not laft long, and they made Ufe

again of Cards, on \yhich thçy grayed new Devices. The
Intendant iigned all that were of four Livres Value and above,

and only niade a Flourifh upon the others. In latter Times
the Governor General £gned all that were of fix Livres or

more. In the Beginning of the Autumn, all the Cards were car-

ried to the Treafurer, who gave for their Value Bills of Ex-
change upon the Treafurer General of the Marines, or his

Clerk at Rochforty on the Account of the Expences for the next

Year. Thofe which were damaged or defacedwere burnt, after they

had taken a proper Account of them. So long as thefe Bills of Ex-
change were faithfully paid, thefe Cards were preferred to Money ;

but when the Bills were not paid, the Cards were no longer carried

to the Treafurer ; fo that in 1702, M. de Champtgny g-àvc him-
felf a great deal of Pains to no Purpofe, to call in thofe he had
made. His SuccefTors were obliged to make new ones every

Year to pay Officers, which multiplied them to fuch a Degree,
that they fell to no Price, and nobody would receive them any
longer. Trade was hereby entirely ruined, and the Dilbrder

went fo far, that in 17 13 the Inhabitants propofed to lofe half,

on Condition that the King vs^ould take them again and pay the

.other half : This Propofal was accepted the Year following, but

the Orders given in Confequence, were not entirely executed

till 1717. An Order was then made to aboliih the Money of
Cards, a-nd they begun to pay in Silver the Officers of the Co-
lony. The Augmentation of one fourth was alfo abolillied at

the fam.e Time : Experience having made it appear that the

Augmentation of the Species in a Colony, is not the Vv^ay to

keep it in it, which was the Thing propofed ; and that Mo-
ney can never circulate greatly in a Colony, but when they pay
in Merchandize for all they have from the Mother Country. la

Faâ:, in this Cafe, the Colony keeps the Species, inilead ofwhich,

if it has not Merchandize futiicient to anfwer the whole Demands
upon it, it is obliged to pay the Surplus in Money, and hov/

v/ill it come back again ?

In fhort. Madam, you will be furprized to hear, that in 1706,
the Trade of the oklefl of our Colonies was carried on Vvith a

Fund ofonly iix hundred and fifty thoufand Livres, an.* Things are

not much changed fince that Time. Now this Sum difperfed

amongil: thirty thoufand Inhabitants; cannot fet them at their

Eafe, nor afford them Means to purchafe the Merchandize of
France. So the greateft Part of them go naked, efpecially thofe

who are in the diflant Settlements. They do not even fell the

Surplus of their Merchandize to the Inhabitants of the Towns,
becaufe the latter are obliged for a Subfiftence to have Lands
in the Country, and to improve them themfelves.

Whea
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When the King took Canada out of the Hands of the Comp*^
nies, his Majeily fpent much more for fome Years than he has
done fmce ; and the Colony, during this Time, fent to France
near the Value of a Million ofLivres in Beaver Skins every Year,
the' it was lefs peopled than it is now : But it has always had
more from France than it could pay, and has aéled like a private
Perion, who has thirty thoufand Livres a Year Eftate, and who
fpends forty thoufand or more. By this Means its Credit is

fallen, and in falling, has brought on the Ruin of its Trade ^

which, fince the Year 1706, has confifted in nothing more than
fmall Peltry. All the Dealers fought for them, and this was their
lluin, becaofe they often bought them dearer of the Savages^
than tl ey fold them in France,

I amy 8cc.

LETTER IV.

0/ the Beavers (^/Canada, ho'-jj they differfrom the Beavers of
Europe; Oftheir Manner of Building: The Manner ofhuntirig the

Beaters : Of theAdvantage tohèmadeof the?n. Of the Musk Rat^

M a d a u , Qu E B E c, March i .

Was to go from hence a Day or two after I had clofed my lail

Letter, but I muir ftill Hop for Want of Carriage. The beft

I can do in the mean Time, is to entertain you with the Curioii-

ties of this Country ; and I begin with what is moil lingular^

that is, the Beaver. The Spoils of this Animal has hitherto

furniihed Nc^j: France with the principal Obje6l of its Trade. It

is of itfeif one of the Wonders of Nature, and it may be to Man
a great Example of Forefight, of Induicry, Skilly and Conilancy

in Labour.

The Beaver was not unknown in France before the Difcovery

9"^ Difference
America, and we find in fome ancient Writ-

^^h B'^î^er^^of
^^^^ ^^"^ Hatters of Paris, fome P^egula-

pj e easver oj
^-^^^3 makinp; Beaver Hats: The Beaver or

/e i'"'"
^""-^'y ^^"'^ Creature

;
but

^ either that the European Beaver is become ex-

treamly fcarce, or its Fur v/as not fo good as that of the Ameri-^

can Caftor, \VQ hear little Mention now but of the lail, unlefs it

be with Refped to Caftoreum, of which I lhall fay a few "Words

at the End of this Letter. I do not know that any Author has

fpoken of this A^nimal as being any Thing curious ; perhaps it

was for Want of obferving it attentively ; perhaps alfo that the

Caftors
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or Beavers of Europe are like the Land Caftors, the Dif«

ïerence of which from the others I Hiall prefently make yon

underftand.

However that mav be, Madam, the Beaver of Canada is an

, ^ amphibious Quadrupède, v/hich cannot how«
U/ the tur of ^^^^ remain a iong Time in the V\^ater, and

the Bearer.
do without being in it, provided it has the

Opportunity of walhing itfelf fometimes : The îargeil Beavers

are fomething under four Feet long, about fifteen Inches from

one Hip to the other, and weigh about fixty^ Pounds. The
Colour of this Animal is different, according to the dif-

ferent Climates where it is found. In the moil diflant Parts

of the North they are generally quite black, though fome«

times they are found there white. In the more temperate

Countries they are brown, and by Degrees, as they ad-

vance towards the South, their Colour grows more and mort,

light. Amongfl the Ilinois^ they are almoil of a fallow Colour,

and fome have been found of a ilraw Colour. It it further ob-

ferved, that the lefs black they are, the lefs they are furniflied with

Fur, and of Confequence their Skins are lefs valuable. This is

an Effeél of Providence, which defends them from the Cold, as

they are the more expofed to it. Their Far is of two Sorts all

over the Body, except the Feet, where there is but one Sort very,

fliort. The longeil Sort is about eight or ten Lines, or Parts of
an Inch long, fuppofe an Inch to be divided into twelve Parts,

It is even two Inches long on the Back, but diminifhes by
Degrees towards the Head and Tail. This Fur is itifr and
glofiy, and is what gives the Colour to the Creature. Upon view-

ing it with a Microfcope, the middle Part of it is found to be
the cleareft, which proves that it is hollov/; this Fur is of no Ufe,

The other Fur is a very fine Down, very thick, and at moll not

above an Inch long, and this is what is made Ufe of. It was
formerly called in Europe, Mu/co^jy Wool. This is properly the

Cioathing of the Beaver^ the firfl ferves him only for Ornament,
and perhaps helps him in fwimming.

They fay that the Beaver lives from fifteen to twenty Years;
. ^ . . 7 that the Female g-oes four Months with Younp^îAn Anatomical it i /• r ^

r r .1 ' and has commonly four Younp- ones; feme
De crittion of this n i .i, >t i ^ • i

Anmal
raveiiers miake the in um.oer amount to eigh t,

but I believe this feidom happens : She has

four Dugs, two on the great Peâ:oral Mufcle, between the

fécond and third Ribs, and two about four Inches higher. Thé
Mufcles of this Animal are very ilrong, and bigger than feems
necefTary to its Size. Its Inteilines on the contrary are very

tender ; its Bones are very hard, its two Jaws, which are almoft

even, have a very great Strength; ea::h Jaw is furnifhed with ten

Teeth, tv/o cutting ones and eight Gnnâcrcr The upper cut-
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ting Teeth are two Inches and a half long, the lower are above
three Inches, and follow the Bend of the Jaw, which gives them
a Strength which is admirable in fuch little Animals. It is ob-

ferved aifo, that the two Jaws do not meet exaélly, but that the

upper reach over the lower, fo that they crofs like the Edges of
a Pair of Scifiars ; and lafcly, that the Length of all their Teeth
is exa6lly the third Part of the Roots of them. The Head of a

Bqaver is nearly like the Head of a Field Rat, the Snout is

fomewhat long, the Eyes little, the Ears Ihort and round, cover-

ed with Dov/n on the Outiide, and naked within ; its Legs are

ihort, particularly thofe before, they are feldom above four or

£ve Inches long, and like thofe of a Badger ; its Nails are as it

were cut Hoping, and are hollow like a Quill. The hind Legs
are quite different, they are flat, and furnifhed with a Mem-
brane ; fo that the Beaver goes but flowly on Land, but fwims
as eafily as any other Water Animal : And on the other Hand,
by its Tail, it is entirely a Fifh ; and fo it has been declared by
the College of Phyficians at Paris y and in Confequence of this

Declaration, the Dodors of Divinity have agreed, that the Flelh

might be eaten on Fall Days. M. Lemery was miHaken, when
he laid that this Decifion was only confined to the Tail of the

Beaver. It is true that we can make but little Advantage of this

Condefcenlion : The Beavers are fo far from our Habitations at

prefent, it is rare to have any that are eatable. The Savages

who dwell amongfl us, keep them after they have been dryed

in the Smoak, and I afTure you, Madam, that I know of nothing

more ordinary. We muil alfo, when the Beaver is frefh, put it in

fome Broth to make it lofe a wild and naufeous Tafte ; but with this

Precaution there is no Meat lighter, more dainty, or wholfome :

They fay that it is as nourifliing as Veal : Boiled it wants

fomething to give it a Relifh, but roafted it it wants nothing.

V/hat is flill mofl remarkable in the Shape of this Animal, is

the Tail. It is near four Inches SmA at its Root, five in the

midfl, and three at the End, (I fpeak always of the large

Beavers) it is an Inch thick, and a Foot long. Its Subilance-é»

is a hard Fat, or a tender Sinew, which pretty much refembles

the Flefh of a Porpoife, but v/hich grows harder upon being

kept a long Time. It is covered with a fcaly Skin, the Scales

of which are hexagonal, half a Line thick, and three or four

Lines long, which lay one upon another like thofe of a Fifh ;

they lay upon a very tender Skin, and are fixt in fuch a Man-
ner, that they may be eafily feparated after the Death of the

Animal. This is. Madam, in few Words, the Dcfcription of

this curious amphibious Creature.

The
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The true Tefticles of this Animal were not known to the

nf- u r r Ancients, probably, becaufe they are very
u/ ik>e ^aj-

^^^jj^ j^j^ ^^^^^ ^j^g Qxo\xi. They had
toreum.

given this Name to the Purfes or Bags of the

Caftoreum^ which are very different, and four in Number, in the

lower Belly of the Beaver. The two firft, which they call thç

upper, becaufe they are higher than the others, have the Shape
of a Pear, and communicate with each other like the two
Pockets of a Wallet. The two others, which are called thç

lower, are rounded at the Bottom. Thefe contain a refinous, foft,

glewy Matter, rnixt with fmall Fibres, of a greyilh Colour

without, and a yellowifh within ; of a ftrong Smell, difagreea*

ble and penetrating, and v/hich is eafily inflammable. This is

the true Caftoreum : It grows hard in the Air in a Month's
Time, and becomes brown, brittle, and friable. If we are in a
hurry to harden it, it need only be hung in the Chimney.
They fay that the Caftoreum which comes from Dantxtc^ \%

better than that of Canada, I refer to the Druggifts ; it is cer-

tain that the Bags of the latter are fmaller, and that here alfo

the largeil are eileemed. Befides their Bignefs, they fhould be
heavy, of a brown Colour, of a penetrating and ftrong Smell,

full of a hard brittle and friable Matter, of the fame Colour, or

yeîlowj interweaved with a thin Membrane, and of a fliarp Talle.

The Properties of Caftoreum, are to attenuate vifcous Matter, to

ftrengthen the Brain, to remove Vapours, to provoke the Menfes,
to hinder Corruption, and to evaporate bad Humours by Tranf-
piration ; it is ufed alfo with Succefs againfl; the Epilepfy, the

jPalfy, the Apoplexy, and Deafnefa.

The lower Bags contain an unfluous fat Liquor |ike Honey. Its

Colour is a pale Yellow, its Odour fetid, little differing from that

of Caftoreum, butfomething weaker and fainter. It thickens with
keeping, and takes the Con/iitence of Tallow. This Licjuor is

^•efolving, and ftrengthens the ^Nerves ; for this Purpofe, it need
only be applied to the Part aiFeéled. It is a Miftake to fay, as

fome Authors do iHll, upon the Credit of the ancient Natura*
Jills, that when the Beaver is purfqed, it bites off thefe pretende4
Teflicles, and leaves them to the Hunters to fave his Life. It is of
his Fur which he ough|: rather to deprive him.felf, for in Compa-
rifon of his Fleece, the reft is hardly of any Value, But how-
ever, it is this Fable, which has given it the Name of Caftor. The
gkin of this Animal, deprived of its Fur, is not to be negleded ;

they make Gloves and Stockings of it ; but as it is difficult to

get off all the Fur without cutting the Skin, they feidom ufe

any but thofe of the Land Çeaver. You have heard, perhaps,
Madam, of the fat and dry Be>ver Skins ; the Difference is this,

the dry Skin is the Skia of a Beaver that has never been ufed ;

G ' the
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the fat Skin is what has been worn by the Savages, which, after

they have been well fcraped within, and rubbed with the Marrow
of certain Animals which I do not know, to make it more plia-

ble, they few feveral together, and make a Kind of Mantle,

which they call a Robe, with which they wrap themfelves up
with the Fur inwards. They wear it continually in Winter,

Day and Night ; the long Hair foon falls off, and the Down re-

mains, and grows greafy : In this Condition it is much fitter for

the Ufe of,the Hatters ; they cannot not even ufe the dry Sort,

without mixing feme of the other with it. They fay that it mult
be worn fifteen or fixteen Months to be in Perfeftion. I leave

you to judge, if at firft they were weak enough to let the Savages

know, that their old Clothes v/ere fuch a precious Merchandize.

But a Secret of this Nature, could not be long hid from them;
it was trailed to Covetoufnefs, which is never long without be-

traying itÇoïï.

,
About three Years, ago one Guigues, who had the Farm of

A other Ufe of
^^^^ Beaver Skins, finding himfelf burdened

L D
^

f'^.
vjiih. a prodigious Quantity of thefe "Skins,

e ea^vet
. thought to encreafe the Confumption, by hav-

ing the Fur fpun and carded with Wool; and with this Compo-
fition he made Cloths and Flannels, and wove Stockings, and
fuch-like Works, but with little Succefs.

It is evident by this Tryal, that the Beaver Fur is good for

nothing but to make Hats. It is too fhort to be fpun alone, it

muft be mixt with above half Wool; fo that there is but little

Profit to be made of thefe Works. There is, however, ftill one
of thefe Manufa^lures in Holland^ where they make Cloths and
Druggets; but thefe Stufis are dear, and do not wear well. The
Beaver Fur feparates foon, and forms a Kind of Down upon the

Surface, which takes off all their Beauty. The Stockings which
were made of it in France^ had the fame Fault.

This is, Madam, all the Advantage this Colony can receive

T'-^ Ird':f}r ^rind
^^^^ ^^'^^ Beavers, withRefpe6t to its Trade.

Cu^ ^^^c^'^h^
"^^^ Induftry of the Beavers, their Forefight,

.LaoGmscj . .'c jj a-
^^^^^ Unity and Subordination fo much admir-

• ed in them, their Attention to procure them-

felves Conveniencies, the Comforts of v/liich, we thought former-

ly Brutes were not fenfible of, farnifn to Man more Infiruftion

than the Ant, to vvhich the Pîoîy Scriptures fend the Idle. They
are at leaft amcngil Quadrupèdes, what the Bees are amonglt

flying înfeâ:s. I nçver heard that they had a King or a Queen,

and it is not true that v/hen they are at work together in Com -

panies, that they have a Chief who commands and punilhes

the idle : But by Virtue of that ïniHnél given to Animals, by him

whofe Providence governs them, every one knows what he has

10
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to do, and every Thing is done without Confufion, and with fo

much Order as can never be fufficiently admired. Perhaps, after

all, we are fo much allonifhed but forWant of looking up to that

Supreme Intelligence, who makes Ufe of thefe Beings, who
want Reafon, the better to difplay his Wifdom and Power, and
to makes us know that our Reafon itfelf is frequently, by our

Prefumption, the Caufe of our going aftray.

The firll Thing that is done by thefe Creatures^ when they want
to make a Habitation, is, to aflemble themfelves : Shall I fay in

Tribes or Societies ? Itfhall be what you pleafe : But there are

fometimes three or four hundred together, making a Tovvn^ which
might be called a little Venice, (a) At firft they chufe a Place were
they may find Plenty of Provilions, and Materials for their build-

ing : Above all, they muft have Water. If there is no Lake
or Pond near, they fupply the Defed, by flopping the Courfe

of fome Brook or Rivulet, by the Means of a Dyke ; or, as they

call it here, a Caufey. For this End they go and cut dov/n fome
Trees above the Place where they intend to build : Three or

four Beavers fet themfelves about a great Tree, and cut it down,

with their Teeth. This is not all : They take their Meafures
fo well, that it always falls on the Side towards the Water, that

they m.ay have the lefs Way to carry it when they have cut it

to Pieces ; as they are fenfible their Materials are not fo eafily

tranfported by Land as by Water. They have nothing to do
after, but to roll thefe Pieces into the Water, and guide them
to the Place where they are to be fixed. Thefe Pieces are thicker

or thinner, longer or Ihorter, as the Nature and Situation of the

Place require; for one would fay that thefe Architects conceive at

once every Thing that relates to their Defign. Sometimes they

employ large Trunks of Trees, which they lay flat : Sometimes
the Caufey is made only of Stakes ; fome as thick as a Man's
Thigh, or lefs ; which they drive into the Earth very near each

other, and interweave with fmall Branches ; and everywhere the

hollow Spaces are filled up with Clay fo well applied, that not

a Drop of Water can pafs through. It is with their Pav/s that

the Beavers prepare the Clay ; and their Tail does not only

ferve them for a Trowel to build with, but for a Hod to carry

this Mortar. To place and fpread this Clay, they firft make
Ufe of their Paws, then their Tail. The Foundation of the

Dams are generally ten or tv/elve Feet thick ; but they decreafe

in Thicknefs upwards : So that a Dam which is twelve Feet
thick at the Bottom, is not above two at the Top. All this is

done in exaél Proportion, and, as one may fay, according to the

Rules of Art ; for it is obferved, that the Side towards the Cur-

(a) The City of Venice is built in the midft of Waters,

G 2 rent
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rent of the Water is always floping, in order to break the Pref-

fure of the Water, and the other Side perfectly perpendicular.

In a Word, it would be difficult for our beft Workmen to make
any Thing more folid and regular. The Gonftruélion of their

Cabins is not lefs wonderful. They are generally made upon
Piles in the midft of thefe little Lakes, which the Dykes have
made : Sometimes by the Side of a Riverj or at the Extremity
of a Point that advances into the Water. Their Shape is round
or oval ; and the Roof is arched. The Walls are two Feet thick,

built with the fame Materials as the Caufey, but lefs, and every

where fo well plaiftered with Glay on the Inlide, that the leaft

Breath of Air cannot enter. Two thirds of the Building is out

of the Water, and in this Part every Beaver has a feparate Place,

Ivhich he takes Care to drew with Leaves, or fmall Branches of
Firs. It is always free from Ordure ; and for this End, befides

the common Door of the Cabin, and another Outlet by which
thefe Creatures pafs to bathe themfelves, there are feveral Open-
ings by v/hicK they can dung into the Water. The common Ca-
bins lodge eight or ten Beavers, fome have been found which
held thirty, but this is uncommon. They are all near enough
each other, to have an eafy Communication*
The Beavers are never furprized by the Winter ; all the

irF f It
^^^^^ ^ mention, are finilhed by the End ofmr orejîgo . Septembery and then every one provides his

Store for the Winter. Whilfl they go backwards and forwards

in the Woods or Fields, they live upon Fruits, the Bark and
Leaves of Trees

; they slfo catch Cray-Filh and other Fifh;

Then they have Variety of Food. But when they are to pro-

vide themfelves for the whole Seafon, that the Earth being co-

vered with Snow fupplies them with nothing, they content

theinfelves with foft Woods, fuch as the Poplar and the Afpen,

and fuch-like. They ^pile it up in fuch a Manner, that they

can always take thofe Pieces v/hich are foaked in the Water. It

ÎS always obferved^ that thefe Piles are larger or fmaller, as the

Winter will prove longer or Ihorter ; and this is an Almanack
for the Savages, which never deceives them in Regard to the

Cold. The Beavers before they eat the Wood, cut it in very

fmall Pieces, and carry it into their feparate Lodges ; for every

Cabin has but one Magazine for all the Family. When the meit«

ing of the Snow is at its Height, as it never fails to caufe great

Floods, the Beavers leave their Cabins, which are no longer

habitable, and every one takes which Way he likes bell. The
Females return as foon as the ¥f^aters are run off, and then bring

forth their Young ; The Males keep the Country till towards

the Month of Jul-y^ when they re-affemble to repair thé Breaches

which th^ Floods have made in their Cabins or Dykes. If they

have
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have been deflroyed by the Hunters, or if they are not worth,

the Trouble of repairing, they make others : But many Rea-

fons oblige them to change their Abode frequently, the moil

common is the Want of Provifion
; they are alfo obliged to do

it by the Hunters, or Beafls of Prey, again fe which they have

no other Defence than Flight. We might think it ftrange, that

the Author of Nature has given lefs Power of Defence to the

greateft Part of ufeful Anim.als, than to thofe which are not ufe-

ful ; if this Circumftance did not the more difplay his Wifdom
and Power, in that the former, notwithllanding their Weaknefs^

multiply much more than the latter.

There are fome Places which the Beavers feem to have takeil

fùch an AfFedlion to, that they cannot leave them, though they

are continually difquieted. In the Way from Mo?itreal to Lake
Huron, by the great River, they never fail to find évery Year in

the fame Place, a Lodgment which thefe Animals build or repair

every Summer. For the firil Thing PafTen^ers do who pafs this

Way, is to break down the Cabin, and the Caufey v/hich furnillies

it with -Water. If this Caufey had not kept up the Water, they

would not have enough to continue their Way, and they would
be obliged, to make a Portage; fo that it looks as if thefe offi^

cious Beavers pofted themfelves here folely for the Convenience

of PafTengers. The fame Thing, as they fay, is to be feen near

^ebec, where the Beavers labouring for themfelves, fupply Wa-
ter to a Mill for favVing Planks.

The Savages were formerly perfuaded, if we believe fome

Of he Land
-^^^^^^^^^^ ^"^'^ Beavers v^ere a reafonablé

, / ^ ^ Kind of Creatures, which had their Laws, theiï'
Heavers,

Government, and their particular Language
That this amphibious People chofe^ Commanders, who in theiï

common Labours Appointed to every one hi5 Talk, placed Cen-
tinels to give Notice of the Approach of an Enemy, and pû-
niftied or baniihed the idle. Thefe pretended Exiles are pro^-

bably thofe which they call the Lai^d Beanjcrs, which in Fa£l

live apart from the others, do not labour, and live undeï
Ground, where their whole Care is to make themfelves a co-

vered Way to go to the Water. They are known by the little

Fur they have upon their Backs, which proceeds no doubt from
their rubbing it conftantly againft the Earth ; and withal they

are lean, the EfFeû of their Sloth : More of thefe are found iri

the South than in the North. I have already obferved, that

our Beavers of Europe are more like thefe, than the others. ïn
Faét, M. Lemery fays, they live in Holes and Cavities on the

Banks of Rivers, efpecially in Poland, There are fome alfo in

'Germany upon the E!lbe^ and in France upon the Rhone, the Ijere^

and the Oife. It is certain., that vve do not find in the European

Beavers
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Beavers tliofe extraordinary Qualities which fo much diHinguiHi

thofe of Canada, 'Tis a great Pity, Madam, that none of thefe

wonderful Creatures were found in the Tyber, or in the Territo-

ries of Parnajpis, what line Things would the Greek. Sind Roman
Poets have faid on this'Subjeél.

Jt appears that the Savages of Canada did not difturb them
|rreatly till our Arrival in their Country. The Skins of the

Beavers were not the mofl ufed by thefe People for Garments,
and the Flefh of Bears, Elks, and other wild Creatures was
more approved by them. They hunted them, neverthelefs, and
this Chace had its Seafon, and its peculiar Ceremonies ; but
when they hunted only for what was merely neceifary for a pre-

fent Supply, they made no great Ravages ; and indeed when we
came to Canada^ we found a prodigious Number of thefe am-
phibious Creatures in the Country.

There is no Difficulty in hunting the Beaver, for this Animal
'

^ ^ 7 .

J
has not in any Degree the Strength to defend

Bea er
himfelf, nor the Skill to Ihun the Attacks of

carver, -^-^ Enemy, which it difcovers in providing

for itfelf Lodging and Provifions. It is during Winter they

make War agâinfl him in Form. ; that is to Jay, from the Begin-

ning of November XiW April, Then it has, like all other Ani-
mals, more Fur, and the Skin is thinner; this hunting is per-

formed four different Ways, with Nets, with the Gun, the

Trench, and the Trap ; the firft is generally joined to the

third, and they feldom make Ufe of the fécond, becaufe the

Eyes of this little Animal are fo piercing, and his Ears are fo

quick, that it is difficult to approach near enough to fhoot him,

before he gets into the ater, which he never goes far from
during this Seafon, and into which he immediately plunges.

They would lofe him alfo if he were v/ounded before he gets

into the Water, becaufe he never comes up again if he dies of

his Wound ; it is therefore the Trench or the Trap that are ge-

nerally ufed.

Though the Beavers have made their Provifion for the Win-
ter, they flill continue to make fome Excurfions into the Woods
to find fome frefher and tenderer Food, and this Daintinefs cofts

many their Lives. The Savages fet up Traps in their Way,
made almoft like a Figure of 4, and for a Bait they put little

Pieces of foft Food newly cut ; as foon as the Beaver touches it,

a great Log falls upon him and breaks his Back, and the Hun-
ter coming up m.akes an End of him without any Trouble.

The Trench requires more Caution, and they proceed in this

Manner : When the Ice is but half a Foot thick, they cut an

Opening with ari Ax, the Beavers come here to breathe more

frceîv 5 the Hunters wait for them^, and perceive them coming
•

.

" ' at
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at a good Diftance, becaufe in blowing they give a conficlerable

Motion to the Water ; fo that it is eafy to take their Meafures

to kill them as foon as they appear above Water: But for the

greater Certainty, and not to be feen by the Beavers, they throw

upon the Hole which they make in the Ice fome broken Reeds
or Stalks of Indian Wheat, and when they lind that the Ani-
mal is within Reach, they feize him by one of his Paws, and
throw him upon the Ice, where they knock him on the Head
before he has recovered of his Surprize.

If the Cabin is near fome Rivulet, they are taken with lefs

Trouble, they make a Cut acrofs the Ice to let down their Nets,

then they go and break down the Cabin. The Beavers that are

in it never fail to run into the Rivulet, and are caught in the Net,

but they muft not be left there long, for they wdald foon make
their Way out by gnawing it. Thofe which have their Cabins
in the Lakes have, at three or four hundred Paces from the

Shore, a Kind of Country-houfe, where they may breathe a bet-

ter Air : Then the Hunters divide themfelves in two Parties,

one goes to break down the Country Cabin, and the other Party

falls upon that of the Lake ; the Beavers which are in the latter

(and the Hunters take the Time when they are all there) fly for

Refuge to the other; but they find nothing there but Dull:,

which has been thown in on Purpofe, and which blinds them
fo that they are eafily taken. Laftly, in fome Places, they

make a Breach in the Caufey
;
by this Means the Beavers

foon find themfelves aground, and v/ithout Defence, or elfe they

immediately run to remedy the Evil of which they do not know
the Authors, and as they are well prepared to receive them,
the Beavers feldom efcape, or at leail fome of them are taken.

There are fome other Particularities of the Beavers which

o n • 7 I find in fome Memoirs, the Truth of which
oome rarticula- ^ ^ ^mi ^j^-l^i.

rlti''s of this Créa
cannot warrant, i hey pretend, that when

^ J ^ ' thefe Animals have difcovered any Hunters,

or any of thofe Beafls that prey upon them,
they dive, llriking the Water with their Tail, with fuch a great

Noife, that they may be heard half a League off : This is pro-

bably to give Notice to the reft to be. upon their Guard. They
fay alfo that they have the Senfe of fmelling fo exquifite, that

being in the Water they fmell a Canoe at a great Diitance. But
they add, that they only fee Side-way s like a Hare, and that

through this Defeat they often fall into the Hands of the Hun-
ter whom they feek to fliun. And laftly they affirm^ that when a
Beaver has loll his Mate, they never couple again with another, as

is reported of the Turtle Dove. The Savages take great Care to

uinder their Dogs from touching the Bones of the Beaver, becaufe

thev are fo hard they would fpoii their Teeth
;
they fay the fame

ThiDE
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Thing of the Bones of the Porcupine. The Generality of the

Savages give another Reafon for this ; it is, they fay, not to

enrage the Spirits of thefe Animals, which would hinder at an-

other Time the Chace from being fuccefsfuL For the reft, M^-
dam, I wonder they have not tried to tranfport fome of tbefe

wonderful Creatures into France y we have Places enough where
they might find Food enough, and Materials for building, and
I believe they would multiply there prefently.

We have here alfo a little Animal much of the fame Nature

Of the Mufk
Beaver, which in many Refpeds feems

n / '^^ to be a fmaller Species, and is called the
^ • Mujk Rat. It has, in Fad, almoft all th«

Properties of the Beaver, the Shape of the Body, and efpecially

of the Head of both, is fo alike, that one would take the Mulk
Rat for a little Beaver, if his Tail was cut off, v/hich is almoft

like that of our Rats; and if its Tefticles were taken away, which
contain a moft exquifite Mulk. This Animal, which weighs about

four Founds, is much like that which Mr. Ray defcribes under

the Name of Mus Alpinus., It takes the Field in the Month of
Marché and its Food is then fome Bits of Wood, which it peals

before eating them. A^fterthe Snows are melted, it lives upon
the P.oots of Nettles, then on the Stalks and Leaves of this

Plant. In Summer it feeds moftly on Raft)erries and Straw-

berries, and afterwards on other autumnal Fruits. During this

Seafon, the Male is feldom feen without the Female ; When
Winter begins they feparate, and each goes to find a Lodging
in fome Hole, or the Hollow of a Tree, without any Provifions ;

^nd the Savages ailirm that as long as the Cold lafts they eat

nothing.

They build alfo Cabins, fcmething like thofe of the Beavers^

but very far from being fo well built. As to their Situation, it

|s always by the Water Side, fo they h^ve no Occafion to make
.^ny Darns. They fay that the Fur of the Mufk Rat may be

mixt with that of the Beaver in making Hats, without any

Prejudice to the Work. Its Flefli is not bad but in rutting

Time; then it is not poiTible to deprive it of 2, Mufkinefs, which
is not fo pleafant to the Tafte as to the Smell. 1 was very

much inclined. Madam, to give you an Account of the other

Chaces of the Savages, and of the Animals that are peculiar to

this Country, but I muft defer it to another Opportunity. I am
Juft now informed that my Carriage is ready, and I am going

to fet cut,

I amy See,
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L E T T E R V.

A Journeyfrom Quebec to Trois Rivieres (theThree Ri^vers :}
Ho<w they go Foft upon the Sno^. Of the Lordjhips or Manors of
New France. A Defcription ofBeck ai^covkt, TheTraditton

in regard to the Name of the Ri'ver Puante (the Stinking Ri^er.)

A Defcription ^TroisRivieres. A Continuation of thefe^veral

Huntings of the Salvages,

Mad a m. Trois Rivieres^ March 6.

I Arrived Yefterday in this Town, after two Days Journey, and
though it is twenty-five Leagues diftant from ^ebec^ I could

have performed the Journey in twelve Hours, becaufe I came in

a Sledge, which the Snow and Ice makes a very eafy Way of
travelling in this Country during the Winter, and which doe$^

not coft more than the common Carriages. The Sledge runs

fo fmoothly, that a iingle Horfe fuffices to draw it, and always

goes a Gallop. One finds at different Places frelh Horfes at à
a cheap Rate. In Cafe of Need one might travel this Way
threefcore Leagues in twenty-four Hours, much more con-
veniently than in the beft Poft-Chaifes.

I lay the the firH Night at Pointe aux Tremile^y (Afpen Ty-ee

1 T jn Point) feven Leagues from the Capital, which
OftheLordfmps

^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^.^^^^^ ^^.^
ç/^ Canada. one of the good Parifties of this Country.

The Church is large and well built, and the Inhabitants in

good Circumftances. In general, the old Inhabitants are richer

here than the Lords of the Manors, and this is the Reafon :

Canada was but a great Foreft when the French firft fettled it.

Thofe who obtained Lordfhips, were not People to imfprove the

Land themfelves ; they were Ofiicers, Gentlemen, and Compa-
nies, who had not Funds fufiicient to eftablifli a proper Num-
ber of Labourers for this Purpofe. They were therefore obliged

ta fettle Inhabitants, who, before they could get a Subfiftence^

were obliged to labour much, and to advance all the Charges ; fo

that they paid their Lords but a very llender Rent ; and all the
ufual Fines of a Manor amount here but to a fmall Sum. A
Lordfhip of two Leagues in Front, and of an unlimited Depths
brings in but a fmall Income in a Country fo thinly peopled, and
where there is fo little Trade in the inward Parts.

H This
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This was without Doubt, .one of the Reafons that engaged

Of h R'^htof
^^^^^ XlVth to allow all Nobles and

Vf t^e

^ Q^^^fil
Gentlemen fettled in Canada, to trade both by

/ ^/m/^^'-^^j^^^ ^.^j ]^^j2d, njjîthout being liable to be troubled
men aie a o

. this 'Recount, or reputed to ha^oe derogatedfrom
-^^^

. their Birth and FajniJy. Thefe are the Terms
of the Order, which vvas made by the Council, the loth of March
1685. And further, there are no Lordfhigs in this Country, even

of thofe v^^hich give Titles of Honour, to which the Right of

Patronage belongs; for upon the Claim of fome Lords, founded

upon their having built a Parilh Church, his Majefty being pre-

fent in Council declared the fame Year, 1685, that this Right-

belonged only to the Billiop, as well becaufe he is more capa-

ble than any other of judging who are the fitteft Perfons, as be-

caufe, that the proper Allowance of the Curates, is paid out of

the Tythes that belong to the Biftiop. The King in the fame

Order declares, that the Right of Patronage is not to give any

Rank of Honour.

I departed from Pointe aux Trembles before Day,, with a one

eyed Horfe, I changed him afterwards for
Of the àttua-

^il^ir.tonQ, and then him fora broken winded
Hon cf Becivan-

^^^^ y^-^j^ ^^^^^^ ^^^.^^ Relays, I went feven-

teen Leagues in feven or eight Hours, and I

arrived early at the Baron de Beckancourt'^s, chief Surveyor

of the Highways of Neiv France, who would by no Means

fuffer me to go forward. This Gentleman has a Village of

Abenaquis, under the Dire6lion of a Jefuit in Mâtters of Re-

ligion, to whom I v/as very glad to pay my Refpeds by the Way.
The Baron lives at the Entrance of a little River that comes

from the South, which runs entirely through his Lordlhip, and

bears his Name. The Life which M. de Beckancourt leads in

this Defert (for here are no other Freiuh Inhabitants as yet but

the Lord) naturally brings to Mind the antient Patriarchs,

who; did not difdain to divide with their Servants the Labours of

their Country, and lived almoil in as plain a Manner as they.

The Advantage which he makes by the Trade with the Savages

his Neighbours, by buying Skins of them at the firft Hand, is

more than the Profits he could make of Inhabitants, to whom
he (hould divide his Land. In Time, it will be his own Fault

if he h^no Vaffals, and he will make more advantageous Con-

ditions when he has cleared all his Land, The River ^^ri<a:«--

court v/as - formerly called PJ'viere Puante, or the Stinking Ri-

^jer, I enquired the Caufe of this Name, for the Water ap-

peared to me very fine, and they affured me that it is very good,

and that there is no bad Smell in all this Quarter. Yet fome told

'^«î it was fo called on Account of the bad Qualities of the

Waters-
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Waters : Others attributed it to the great Number of Mulk Rats

that arc found in it, the Scent of which the Savages cannot bear ;

but here is a third Reafon, which they v/ho have made the greateft

Refearches into the antient Hiilory of the Country fay, is the

true one.

Some Algonquins were at War with the Onmntcharopinons^ better

known by the Name of the Iroquet Nation, which antiently

dwelt in the Illand of Montreal. The Name it bears proves, that

it was of the Huron Language ^ but they fay it v/as thefe Hurons

who drove them from their antient Habitation, and who have

in Part deitroyed them : However that may be, this Nation was
at the Time I fpeak of, at War with the Algo?iquins, who, to

make an End at once of the War, which they began to be

weary of, contrived a Stratagem, which fucceeded. They fet

themfelves in Ambufh on the two Sides of a little River, which
is now called Beckancourt. Then they detached fome Canoes,

which made a Shew of Fifning in the Great River. They knew
that their Enemies were not far off, and they made no Doubt
that they would foon fall upon thefe pretended Fiiliermen ; And
in Fad, they foon faw a Fleet of Canoes coming in Halle to

attack them ; they feemed to be afrighted, fied, and got up the

River. They were followed very clofe by the Enemy, who
thought to make a very eafy Conquell of this Handful of Men ;

and to draw them on, they affefted to be greatly terrified. This
Feint fucceeded, the Purfuers ftill kept advancing, and making
moll hideous Cries, according to the CuHom of thefe Bar-

barians, they thought they were inilantly going to feize their

Prey. •

Then a Shower of Arrows from behind the BuOies which bor-

dered the River threw them into Confufion, which they gave
them no Time to recover. A fécond Difcharge which followed

clofe j^ipon the firil, entirely routed them. They ilrove to fly in

their Turn, but they could no longer ufe their Canoes, which
were every where pierced with Arrows : They leaped into the

Water, hoping to fave thentfelves by fwimming, but bciides

that the greateft Part were wounded, they met at landing the

Death they fled from, and not one efcaped the Algonquins^ V4\iO

no Quarter, and did not even amufe themfelves with ma-
ing of Prifoners ; The Iroquet Nation never recovered this fa-

tal Blow, an4 though fome of thefe Savages have been feen
fmce the Arrival of the French in Canada, at prefent there -arc

none remaining. In the mean Time the Number of dead Bodies
which remained in the Water and upon the Sides of the River
infeded it in fuch a Manner, that it ftill retain%the Name of
Ri'vierc Puante, (the Stinking Ri^'er.J

Hz The
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The Ahenaqui Village of Beckancourt is not fo populous as Î t

Of the Abena- ^f^)
^^' ^g°' they would be of

GVLiFiIla e ofBsc-
great Aliikance to usm Cale of a War.

Rancourt
Thefe Savages are always ready to make In-

roads into Ne-Lv Englandy where their Name
alone has often carried Terror even into Bojïcn, They would alfo

ferve us as eiFeduallv againfl the Iroqucis, to whom they are no
ways inferior in Valour> and aie better difcipiined. They ate

all Chrifliansj and they have a pretty Chapel, where they prac-
ti^ with much Edification all the Exercifes of the Chrijtian E.e-

ligion. We muft, neverthelefs, acknovvledge, that they are great-

ly fallen from the Fervour which appeared in them the firft

Years of their EUablifhment amongft us. They carried them
Brandy, which they took a great Liking to, and the Savages never
drink but to get drunk. We have learnt by fatal Experience, that

in Proportion as thefe People depart from God, in the fame Mea-
fure they pay lefs Refpeél to their Pallors, and grow more in

the Intereft of the EngUJh. It is greatly to be feared that the

Lord will permit them to become our Enemies, to punifh us

for having contributed, for a fordid Intereft, to render them vicim

ous, as it has already happened to fome other Nations.

After having embraced the Miffionary of Beckancourt^ (a) vi-

Ç V 4' y/,
^^^^^ Village, and made with him fome for-

iiituauon 0/ the
^^^^^j Reflexions which naturally arife from

cj irois
^j^^ Diforders I have mentioned, and for

. ^ ^ which he is often reduced to groan in the

Sight of God, I crofled the River St. Laurence to come to this

Town. Nothing is more charming than its Situation. It is built

upon a gentle Hill of Sand, which is only barren for the Space

it may occupy, if it ever becomes a confiderable Town ;

for at prefent it is but of little Confequence. It is fur-

rounded by whatever can render a Town agreeable and
wealthy. The River, which is near half a League wide, runs

at the Bottom. Beyond, we fee. a cultivated fruitful Country,

that is crowned with the fineft Forells in the World. A little

below, and on the fame Side as the Town, the Great River re-

ceives another tolerably fine River, which before it mixes its

Water with the firfl, receives at the fame Time two others, one

to the right and the other to the left, which has given the Name
of Trois Rivieres (Three Risers) to the Town.

Above, and at about the fame Diflance, begins the Lake of

CiffU J I f P^^^^^y which is about three Leagues

St Pierr rSt
^^^^^ *

nothing

Peter
' bounds the Sight on that Side, and the Sua

appears to fet in the Waves. This Lake,

which is only an Enlargement of the River St. Laurence^ receiveg

(^) Father Eufiache Le Sueur.

many
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(«^><^ Rivers. It appears probable, that it is thefe Rivers that in â

i) Coupfe of Years have eaten away the low and light Soil, through

which they run. This is moft apparent in the River St, Fra^içois^

the Mouth of which hath may little Iflands interfperfed in itj

which probably were formerly joined to the Continent* And
moreover, in all the Lake, unlefs in the midil: of the Channel
where the Strength of the Current of the Great River has pre^

Nferved its Depth, there is no paiTing but in Canoes* There aré

alfo fome Places where great Canoes, if they are but lightly

loaded, cannot eanly pafs. But it is every where full of Fifxii

and the Fifn are exceil(*rxt.

They reckon but about feven or eight hundred People in thé

AT) r '-ht' f
"^^^^ Trois Ri^jieresy but it has in itsS

yrr// tan oj-
j^jeij^hbourhood wherewithal to enrich %
great City ; that is to Jay y very good Iron

Mines, which may be wrought with Profit at at any Time (a)%
Upon the whole, though this Town is but thinly peopled^

its Situation renders it of great Confequence, and it is one of
the oldeft Settlements in the Colony. From the firll, this Poit

has had a Governor, he has a thoufand Crowns Salary, and art

Etat Major (a certain Number of General Officers of the Arrny
under him.) Here is alfo a Convent of RecolletSy a pretty good
Parilh Church ferved by this Society, and a very fine Hofpital,

joined to a Nunnery of Ur/ulinesy to the Number of forty, wha
are employed as Nurfes to the Hofpital. This is alfo a Foundà-»

tion of M. de St, Vallier, From the Year 1650, the Senechat

(whofe Office and Power was afterwards abolifhed and invefled

in the Superior Council of S>uehec, and the Intendant) had a
Lieutenant at Trois Ri'vieres : At prefent, this Town has a com-
mon Court of Jullice, the Chief of which is a Lieutenant Ge*
neral. ^

It owes its Origin to the great Refort of Savages of different

97, ft r r ^^^^^^s ^^^^ Place. At the Beginning of
I he firjt Lauje

^j^^ Colony there came down many, efpecially

lent'
from the fartheft Parts of the North, by the

^^^^ ' three Rivers, which have given the Name to

this Town, and by which they go up a great Way* The Situai

tion of the Place, joined to the great Trade that was carried on
here, engaged fome French to fettle here ; and the Neighbour-
hood of the River de SoreU then called the Iroquois Ri^ver, (which
Î fhall mention foon) induced the Governor General to build a Fort
here, where was maintained a good Garrifon, and which had from
the firft a Governor of its own. This Poll was then looked

(a) They are actually wrought at' thisf Time^ and produce the bcft Iron

in the World.

upofl
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upon, as one of tlie moft important in Ne^ France. After fomc
Years, the Savages being tired of being continually harrafîed by
the Iroquois, from whom the French themfelves had Trouble
enough to defend themfelves, and having no longer the Liberty of
the Palles, v/here thefe proud Enemies laid wait for them conti-

nually, and not being fafe even in Sight of, and under the Can-
non of our Fort, they forebore to bring hither their Peltry or
Skins. The Jefuits with all their new Converts retired three
Leagues lower, upon fome Lands that were given them by the
Abbot de la Madeleine, one of the Members of the Society of
the hundred AiTociates, formed by the Cardinal de Richliêuj from
whence this Place took the Name of Cape de la Madeleine, which'
it bears to this Day (a).

The MiiTion which was tranfported hither, did not fubiifl a

Of Gate Ma- ^^^^ Time. This was partly the Effe6l of

^eleme
Ficklenefs of the Savages, but principally

the Confequence of the Wars and Difeafes

which have almofl entirely deftroyed this rifing Church. There
are Hill in the Neighbourhood a Company of Algonquins, the

greateft Part of whom were baptized in their Infancy, but have
Î10V/ no regular Exercife of Religion. The Gentlemen of the

tVeJt'India Company, who have now the Beaver Trade, have in

vain endeavoured to draw them to Checoutime, where they have
already re- united feveral Families of the fame Nation, and of
the Nation of the Mountains, under the Dire£lion of a Jefuit

Miillonary. Others wanted to unite them with the Abenaquts of
St, François. All their Anfvver to thefe Invitations was, that

they could not refolve to quit a Place where the Bones of their

Fathers reil. But fome People believe, and not v/ithout Foun-
dation, that this Refufal proceeds lefs from themfelves, than

from fome People to whom their Neighbourhood is advantage-

ous ; and who, v/ithout Doubt, do not fufficiently confider that

they facrifiCe the Salvation of thefe Savages to a little Interefr.

1 have juft been informed, Madam, that in a few Days I Ihall

have an Opportunity of fending this Letter to ^ebec, from

whence it may go early to France by the Ifle RoyaL I fhall fill it

up with vv^hat concerns the Huntings of the Savages. The
hunting of the Beaver, as I have before obferved, was not their

principal Concern, till they faw the Value which the French fet

upon the Skin of this Animal. Before this, the hunting of the

Bear held the iirll Place, and was performed with the greateft

Superfcition. This is what is obferved at this Day in this

Chace, amongft thofe who are not Chrijlians,

(a) Befides the Iron Mines, which are very iplentiM zt Cape Madeleine,

here have been difcovered fome Years ago, feveral Springs of Mineral

Waters. .

It
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It ÎS always a War-Chief who fixes the Time, and has the

f^^ j . 7 Care of inviting the Hunters. This Invita-
Uf hunting the

^.^^^ which is made with great Ceremony, is

followed v/ith a Fall of eight Days ; during

which they muft not drink even a Drop of Water. And I will

tell you by the Way, Madam, that what the Savages call failing,

is to take abfolutely nothing at all. Still more, in Spite of the

extreme Weaknefs which fuch an Abftinence one may fuppofe

cannot fail to caufe, they never ceafe fmging all the Time it

lafts. They obferve this Fall, in order to induce the Genii, or

Spirits, to difcover the Places where they may find many Bears.

Many even do much more to; deferve this Favour. Several have
been feen to cut their Flefh in feveral Places of their Body, to

render their Genii, or Spirits, more propitious. But it is proper *

to obferve, that they do not afk their Aififtance to conquer thefe

furious Animals : It fuffices them to be informed where they

are. As Ajax did not afk of Jupiter to give him the Viélory over

his Enemies, but only Day enough to make an End of his

Conqueft.

The Savages fupplicate alfo on the fame Account the Manes
of the Beafts which they have killed in former Huntings ; and
as their Thoughts run wholly on the Matter whilfl t-hey are

awake, it is natural that during their Sleep (which can't be very

found upon fuch empty Stomachs) they fhould often dream of
Bears. But this is not enough to determine them : It is neccf-

fary that all, at leaft the greateft Number, fhould in their Sleep .

have feen Bears in the fame Place : And how (you will fay)

fliould all their Dreams agree in this ? The Cafe feems to be
thus : Provided a fkilful Hunter has thought he has dreamt two
or three Times together of feeing Bears in a certain Place, ei-

ther through Complaifance, or through continual talking of it,

their chimerical Brain at laft takes the Impreffion, and every Body
prefently dreams the fame, or feign that they have dreamt fo, and
a Refolution is taken to go to that Place. The Fail being
over, and the Place of the Hunt fettled, the Chief who is chofea
for the Chace gives to all thofe who are to be of the Party a
great Feaft ; but no Perfon dares be prefent, without having firfî:

bathed ; that is to fay y without having plunged into the River,
let the Weather be ever fo fevere, provided the River is not
frozen. This Feaft is not like many others, in which they are
obliged to eat up all : Though they have fafted fo long before
it, (and perhaps it is for this Reafon) they eat moderately. He
who gives the Feaft, eats nothing ; and all his Employment,
whilft the others are at Table, is to relate his former Acchieve-
ments in hunting : Frefh Invocations of the Manes of dead
Bears, finilhes the Feaft. Then they begin their Marci, cquipp'd
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as for War, and their Faces befmeared with Black, amîdfi:* the^

Acclamations of the whole Village ; for the Chace, amongfi:

thefe People, is as noble as War. The Alliance of a good Hun-
ter is more fought after than that of a famous Warrior, becaufe

the Chace provides the whole Family with Provifion and Cloath^

ing, and the Savages defire nothing more : But a Man is not

efteemed a great Hunter, till he has killed twelve great Beafts in

one Day.
Thefe People have two great Advantages over us in this Ex-

crcife ; for, in the firft Place, nothing flops them, neither Bulhes,

Pitches, Torrents, Ponds, nor Rivers. They always go for-

ward upon a ftraitLine. In the fécond Place, there are few, or

rather no Creatures, which they cannot overtake in running :

They have been feen, as it is faid, entering a Village, leading

Bears in a Wythe, (which they had tired by running down) as

if they had been leading a Flock of Sheep ; and the nimbleft

peer is not fwifter than they are. Laftly, the chief Hunter
muft make little Advantage himfelf of his Game : He is oblig'd

to be very liberal of it : If they even prevent his Gift, and
take it away from him, he muft fuffer the Lofs without faying

jiny Thing, and be contented with the Glory of having laboured

for the Public. Neverthelefs, it is not complained of, if in the

Diflribution which he makes of the Game, he gives the firfl

Part to his own Family. Eat we muft confefs, that thofe Sa-

vages with whom we have moft Commerce, have loft fomething
of that antient Generof^ty, and that wonderful Difmtereftednefs

which they were remarkable for.—^Nothing is more contagious

than the Spirit of Intereft, and nothing more capable of alter-

ing the Manners of a People.

Winter is the Seafon for hunting the Bear : Then thefe Ani-

Bear is Rx
are hid in hollow Trees ; or if they £nd

Months Without
^"^ blown down, they fhelter thenifelves un-

on js n}ji ou
^1^^ Roots of them, and ftop up the En*

trance with Branches of Pine, fo that they

are perfeélîy fcreened from the Rigour of the Seafon ; otherwife,

they make a Hole in the Earth, and take great Care, when they

are in, to ftop up the Opening. Some have been found at the

Bottom of a Cavern, hid in fuch a Manner as not to be per-

ceived, though looked very narrowly for. But in what Manner
foever the Bear is lodged^ he never leaves his Retreat for the

whole V/inter: This is no longer doubted of. It is as certain that

he never makes any Provifion for the Winter, and of Confe-
quence, that during all that Time he never eats or drinks : As
to his living aU this Time by fucking his Paws, as fome Authors

have affirmed, every one is allowed to believe what he pleafes :

But this is certain, that they have been kept chained up during
the
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he Winter, without having any Thing given them to eat or to

drink, and at the End of fix Months they were as fat as before.

It is without Doubt furprizing that a Creature cloathed with fuch

a good Fur, and who has not the Appearance of being very ten-

der, fhouid take fuch Precautions againft the Cold, which no

one elfe would think there was any Need of. This fhews we
muft not judge by Appearances : Every one beft knows his own
Wants.
There is no Need of running much to catch the Bear :

^ It is only neceffary to know the Places
The Manner ùf ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Number is hid. As foon

hunting the Bear.
Hunters think they have found fuch a

Place, they form a Circle of a Quarter of a League in Circum-
ference, or more or lefs, according to the Number of Hunters :

Then they advance, coming ftill clofer and clofer together ; and
every one looks before him, to find Out the Retreat of fome
Bear ; fo that if there is any, it is difficult for one to efcape, for

our Savages are excellent Ferrets. The next Day the fame Ma-
nœuvre begins again at fome Diftance from thence, and all thé
Time of thq Chace is employed in this Manner.
When a Bear is killed, the Hunter puts the End of his

J J r lighted Pipe between his Teeth, blows into

remon^hma ^^"^^
'

^^"^^ .^^^'"S t^e Mouth and
remofiy

'^^^ ^ Throat of the Beaft with Smoak, he conjures
J^ear zs killed.

.^^ ^p.^.^ ^^^^ Malice for what he has
juft done to the Body, and not to oppofe him in his future

Huntings : But as the Spirit does not anfwer, the Hunter (to

know if his Prayer is granted) cuts the String under the Bear's

Tongue, and keeps it till he returns to the Village : Then they
all throw, with great Ceremony, and after many Invocations,

thefe Strings into the Fire : If they crackle, and fhrink up, as

feldom fails to happen, this is taken for a certain Sign that the
Spirit of the Bear is appeafed ; if not, they believe they are en-
raged, and that the Chace of next Year will not be fuccefsful,

unlefs they can find a Way to reconcile them ; for, in ihort, there
is a Remedy for every Thing.
The Hunters make good Cheer, as long as the Chace lalls ;

Ho^ the Hun
' ^^^^ they have but little Succefs, they

ters 17e recli^edlf "^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ enough to treat their
,

their Return
Friends, and reed their Families a long Time.
This Flefti is in Reality no great Ragout,

but every Thing is good to the Savages. To fee how they are
received, the Praifes they give them, the pleafed and felf-fufE-

cient Airs they take upon themfelves, one would fay they were
returning from fome grand Expedition, loaded with the Spoils of
a whole Nation deftroyed. The People of the Village fay, h
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muft be a Man (and the Hunters fay fo themfelves) to fight ivitb

mid coîiquer Bears in this Manner,—Another Thing for which they

receive no lefs Praife, and upon which they as much pride them-
felves, is to leave nothing of the great Feaft which is given them
iat their Return from the Ghace by the chief Hunter. The firft

Service that is prefented, is theîargefl Bear they have taken ^ and
they ferve it up whole, with all its Entrails : It is not even
fkinned ; they only finge the Skin as one does that of a Hog for

Bacon. This Feaft i^ performed to a certain Spirit, whofe An-
ger they think they fliould incur if they did not eat all r

They muft not even leave any of the Broth in which the Meat
was boiled, which is fcarce any Thing but Fat melted and re-

duced to Oil : Nothing can be worfe ; and it generally kills

fome of them, and makes many of them very fick.

The Bears are not mifchievous in this Country, but when
^ n . 7 they are hunprvj or when they are wounded :

So7ne Farticula- -, tj 1 ^i. • r> j v
. . , ^ however, reople are on their Guard when

Titles of the Bear.
they approach them. They feldom attack ;

thev even generally run away as foon as they fee any Perfon,

and there needs only a Dog to make them fcour quite away. The
Bear ruts in July: He then grows fo lean, Sc his Flefh is foinfipid

and ill tafted, that even the Savages who often eat thofe Things,

the Sight of which would turn our Stomachs, can hardly touch

it. Who would believe that this PalTion fhould wafte an Animal
of this Kind and Shape more in one Month, than a total Abfti-

Hence from Food for fix Months ? It is lefs furprizing that he
ihould then be fo fierce and ill-natured, that it is not fafe to

Hieet him in his Way. This is the Effed of his Jealoufy.

This Seafon being over, the Bear grows fat again, and no-

thing contributes more to it than the Fruits which he iinds in the

Woods, of which he is very fond. Above all, he is fond of

Grapes ; and as all the Forells are full of Vines, Vv^hich grow to

the Tops of the higheft Trees, lie makes no Difficulty to climb

Bp them : Bat if a Hunter finds him there, his Daintinefs cofts

him his Life. V/hen he has thus v/ell fed upon Fruits, his

Flefh has a vei-y good Talle, and keeps it till Spring : It has,

neverthelefs, always a great Fault ; it is too oily ; and if it is

not ufed with Mode^ration, it caufes the Bloody Flux. On the

other Hand, a Bear's Whelp is as good as a La:mb.

I forgot. Madam,' to tell you that the Savages always carry a

1 I
great Number of Dogs with them when they

^
Oj the hogs the

^^^^^ . . Domeftk Creatures
b^a^ages uje for ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^j^^ ^^^^ ^^-^^^ ^^^^^
hunting.

^^jy Hunting : They all feem to be

of the famé Specks : Their Ears ftand upright ; their Nofe \%

long, like that of a Wolf \ but they are very faithful .and af^

o tach«d
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tadied to their Mailers ; who, Reverthelefs, feed them but
poorly, and never fondle them : They break them betimes to

that Kind of Chace they are intended for, and they are excel-
lent Hunters. I have not Time to add any Thing more, for

they call me to depart.

/ am, &:C.

LETTER VI.

J Defcription of ihe Country, and the IJlands of Richlieu and St.

François. Of the Abenaqui Village. Of the antient Fort of
Richlieu, and of thofe that harue been built in each Parijh, A
bra^je ASiion of t^vo Canadian Radies,

Madam, St. François, M^/ri? i !•

I Departed on the .9th from Tyois Rivieres, and crofTed the

Lake of St. Peter^ inclining a little to the South. 1 per-

formed this Journey in a Sledge, becaufe the Ice was ftill llrong

enough to bear all Sorts of Carriages ; and I arrived at Noon
at St, François, I employed the Afternoon, and all Yefterday,

to vifit this Quarter ; and 1 fliall no\. give you an Account of
what I obferved here.

At the Weft End of Lake St. Pierre, there is a vaft Number of

Of the Hands
^^^^^^ Sizes, which they call the

r D^vifiiy ^J IJlands of Richlieu ; and turninp^ to the Left,
of Kicnlieu, and ^ ^ r i r j r
^ St Francois

when we come from ^ebec, we find iix others,
•I * 1 ' which border a pretty deep Bay, into which
a River difcharges itfelf, the Spring Head of which is in the

Neighbourhood of Ne-iv York, The iHands, the River, and all

the Country it waters, bear the Name of St, Francois, Each of
thefelflands are about a Mile long ; their Breadth is unequal :

The greateft Fart of thofe of Richlieu are fmaller : They were
:î11 formerly full of Stags, Deer, Goats, and Elks : Here was
aifo a furprizing Plenty of wild Fowl, which is not now very
fcarce ; but the great Beafts have difappeared.

We get alfo excellent Fiih in the River of St, François, and at

its Mouth. In Winter they make Holes in the Ice, and let

down their Nets of five or fix Fathom long, and they feldom take
them up empty. The Filh which they commonly take, are the
gilt Fifh, Achigans, and particularly the Mafquinongez, which are

a Kind of Pike : It hath a Head larger than ours, and the
Mouth under a hooked Snout, which gives them an odd Look..

The Lands of St. Fra?uois, if we may judge by the Trees that

I 7 g^<5w
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grow here, and by that which is already cultivated, are very
good. The Inhabitants are, notwithftanding, poor enough
and many would be reduced to the greateft Indigence, if the

Trade with the Savages, their Neighbours, did not help them a
little. But is it not this Trade that hinders them from mend-
ing their Circumftances, by making them lazy ?

The Savages I fpeak of, are the Ahenaquis^ amongft which

Of the Aben
^here are fome Algonquins^ and alfo Sokokis and

auis Vil
^^hingansy better known by the Name of the

H
.

^ ^i^' Wohes. This Natio© was formerly fettled

upon the River of Manhatte, in Ne^ Torky and it appears that

they were antient Inhabitants of that Country. The Abenaquis
came to ^t, François from the Southern Parts of Nenjo France^

which are neareft Ne^ England. Their firft Station, upon leav-

ing their Country to come to live amongft us, was a little River
that difcharges itfelf into the River 5*/. Laurence, almo|l over-

againft Syllery ; that is to fay, about a League and a half
above ^ebec, on the South Side. They feated themfelves in the

Neighbourhood of a Fall, which was called the Fall de la Cha\t^
diere^ (the Kettle.) They are now fttuated on tlie Bank of the

Riveras/. François, two Leagues from its Mouth, in the Lake 4^/.

Pierre, The Place is very pleafant ; but the Misfortune is, that

thefe People do not enjoy the Pleafures of a fine Situation, and
the Cabins of the Savages, efpecially of the Ahenaquis, do not
adorn a Country. The Village is well peopled, and is inha-

bited only by Chriftians, This Nation is docible, and were at

all Times well afteded to the French (a) ; but the MilTionary

has no lefs Trouble on their Account, than his Brother of Beck^

ancourt, and for the fame Reafons.

I was treated here with Maple Juice : This is the Seafon in

Cif M /,/
which it is drawn. It is delicious, of won-

Jui e
derful Coolnefs, and very wholefome. The

J^^^^* manner of drawing it is very eafy. When
the Sap begins to rife, they make a Jag or Notch in the Trunk
of the Maple, and by the Means of a bit of Wood which they

fix in it, the Water runs as by a Spout : This Water is received

into a Veffel, which they fet under it. To' make it run plenti-

fully, there muft be much Snow upon the Ground, the Night
muft be frofry, the Sky clear, and the Wind not too cold. Our
Maples would have perhaps the fame Virtue, if we had in France

as much Snow as in Canada, and if it lafted as long. By Degrees,

as the Sap thickens, it runs lefs, and after fome Time it ftops en-

tirely. It is eafy to judge, that after fuch a Bleeding, the Tree
is not the more healthy : They affirm, however, that it can bear

this many Years together. They would do SStcr perhaps, to

(4) Father Jojepb Auhery,

let
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let it reft a Year or two, that it might recover its Strength*

But at lail, when it is worn out, it ferves to cut down, and its

Wood, Roots, and Knots, are fit for many Things. This Tree
muft be very plenty here, for they burn much of it.

The Water of the Maple is pretty clear, though a little

whitilh ; it is very cooling, and leaves in the Mouth a Tafle like

that of Sugar, very agreeable. It is a very good Perioral ; and in

what Quantity foever it is drank, though you are never fo much
heated, it never does Harm ; for it has not that Rawnefs which
caufes the Pleurify ; but on the contrary, a baîfamick Virtue,
which fweetens the Blood, and a certain Salt, which keeps ,u|^;;

the Heat of it. They add that it never congeals ; but if th&f^
ke(fp it a certain Time, it becomes an excellent Vinegar. I do
noi warrant this for Fad, and I know that a Traveller ought
not to take every Thing for Truth which he hears. It is very
probable that the Savages, who are v>^ell acquainted with the
Virtues of all their Plants, have at all Times made the fame Ufe
of this Water, which they do at this Day; but it is certain thev
did not know how to make a Sugar of it, which we have fince

taught them. They were contented to let it boil a little, to
thicken itfomething, and make a Sort of Syrup, which is pretty
enough. What is further required to make Sugar of it, is to let

it boil till it takes a proper Conliilence, and it purifies itfelf

without any foreign Mixture. There needs only Care not to

boil it too much, and to fcum it well. The greatefl Fault in
making it, is to let it harden too much in its Syrup, which makes
It oily, and to keep a Tafte of Honey, which renders it lefs

palatable, unlefs it is refined.

This Sugar made with Care, and it requires much lefs thaa
ours, is natural, peroral, and does not burn the Stomach.
Befides, the making of it is very cheap. It is commonly thought
that it is impofible to refine it, like that which is made from
Canes ; but I do not fee the Reafon of this ; and it is certain,

that as it comes out of the Hands of the Savages, it is purer and
much better than the Sugar of the Iflands, which has undergone
no more Management. I gave fome to a Sugar Baker o? Or-
leans, who found no other Defeat in it, than that which I have
already mentioned, and which he attributed folely to its not being
fufficiently purified. He thought it alfo of a better Kind than
the other, and made fome Lozenges of it, which I had the
Honour to prefent to you. Madam, and which you found fo ex-
cellent. It will be objected, that if itwas of fuch a good Quality,
it would have become an Objed of Trade, but there is not enough
made for this Purpofe ; but perhaps they are in the wrong in not
trying what mstj^oe done. There are many other Things be-
fides this, that are negleded in this Country.-'-The Pfeift-Tree^

the
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the fmaîî Cherry, the Afh, and the Walnut-Trees of difFerent

Sorts, give alfo a Water that mak^s Sugar, but in lefs Quantity,
and the Sugar is not fo good. Y^t fome People give the Pre-
ference to that which is drawn from the Aih, but there is very
little made. Could you have believed, Madam, that we fhould
find in Canada, what Firgil fays in foretelling the Renewal of
the golden Age, that Honey fhould flow from the Trees (aj.

All this Country has been a long Time the Theatre of many

Of Fort Rich"
bloody Scenes, becaufe during the War with

j^^^-^ the Iroquois, it was the moil expofed to the
Excurfions of thofe Barbarians. They came

down upon the Colony, by a River that difcharges itfelf into

the River St, Laurence, a little above Lake 6"^^. Pierre, on the fame
Side as that of St, François ; and to which, for this Reafon, they
at fîril gave their Name. It has been fince for fome Time called

Richlieu, and is now called the River de SoreL The Hands of
Richlieu, v/hicli they came to firft, ferved them equally for their

AmbuSies, and for a Retreat ; but when we had fhut up this

PafTage by a Fort, built at the Entrance of the River, they took
their Way by the Lands above and below, and threw themfelyes

cfpecially on the Side of St, François, where they found the fame
Advantages to exercife their Robberies, and where they have
committed Cruelties which are horrible to relate.

They fpread themfelves afterv/ards through the whole Colony,

O'her Forts in
^'^^ were obliged in order to defend

7 I
^ themfelves from their Fury, to build in every

mt the farijbes.
p^^.^^ ^ j^.^^ p^^^^ ^^^^^ ^j^^ Inhabitants

may take Refuge on the firft Alarm. They kept in each Fort
pne or two Centinels, who did Duty Night and Day, and they

had all fom^e Field-Pieces, or at leaf]; fome Pattereroes, as well to

difperfe the Enemy, as to give Notice to the Inhabitants to be

UDon their Guard, and to inform v/hen they wanted Succours,

l^hefe Forts are only Inclofures, defended with Pallifadoes, with

fome Redoubts : The Church and the Manor-Houfe are always

in this Inclofure ; and there is IHII Room enough left, in cafe of
need, to give Refuge to the Women and Children, and the Cat-

tle. This has been found fuihcient to preferve them from

any Infult ; for I never heard the Iroquois took any of thefe

Forts.

They very feldom block them up, and fcarce ever attack them
to take them by Aflault. One is too dangerous for Savages, who
have no defenfive Arms, and do not love a Viélory flained with

their Blood : The other Way does not agree with their Manner
of making War. Two attacks of the Fort de Verchmsy are never*

(a) Jit dura perçus fudahunt rcjcida v\dlat

thdefs
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tKelefs famous in the Annals of Canada ; and it looks as if tke

Iroquois had attempted it twice, contrary to their Cullom, only to

difplay the Valour and Intrepidity of two Amazons.

In 1 6go, thefe Savages being informed that Madam Fercheres

r> n Aci- wâs almoft alone in her P'ort, approached it
Gallant ABions

^i^j^^ut being feen, and attempted to fcale
xift^o Canadian

Pallifadoes : Some Mufket Shot that were
L'^^^^^'

fired to good Purpoie, upon the firft Noife

they made, difperfed them ; but they foon returned, and they

were again repulfed ; and what fuprifed them the more was, that

they faw only a Woman, and her they faw every where. This

was Madam de Vercheres, who kept up as good a Countenance

as if fhe had had a numerous Garrifon. The Hope which the Be-»

fiegers had conceived at firft, to take a Place eafily, which they

knew was without Men, made them return feveral Times to the

Charge ; but the Lady with the Help of the Women with her ,

always beat them off. She fought in this Manner two Days,
,

with fuch Bravery and Prefence of Mind, as would have done
Honour to an old W^arrior ; and at lafr Ihe obliged the Enemy
to retire, for Fear of having their Retreat cut off, greatly

aihamed of being forced to fly before a Woman.
Two Years af'ter another Party of the fame Nation, much

more numerous than the other, appeared in Sight of the fame
Eort, whilft all the Inhabitants were abroad ^ and the greateâ;

Part employed in the Fields. The Iroquois finding them thus

difperfed, without any Sufpicion of an Enemy, feized them all

one after another, then marched tovv^ards the Fort, The Daugh-
ther of the Lord, who was at moft but fourteen Years old, was
about two hundred Paces off' the Fort. At the firft Cry ihe heard,

{he ran to get in : The Savages purfued her, and one of them
came up with her jufl as Ihe got to the Door; but having feized

her by a Handkerchief that was about her Neck^ fhe let it flip

from her, and fo got in, and fhut to the Gate*

There was nobody in the Fort but a young Soldier and a

Company of Women ; who, at the Sight of their Hufbands whom
the Savages w^ere binding and carrying away Prifoners, fent

forth moll lamentable Cries. The young Lady loft neither her

Judgment nor Courage. She began by pulling off her Cap,
fhe tied up her Hair, put on a Hat and a Jacket, and locked up
all the Women, whofe Cries and Tears could but encourage
the Enemy. Then fhe fired a Cannon and fome Mufket Shot,

and fhewing herfelf with her Soldier fometimes in one Redoubt,
and fometimes in another, changing frequently their Drefs, and
iiring to good Purpofe whenever Ihe faw the Iroquois approach the
Pallifade, the Savages fancied there were many People in the

Fort) and when the Chevalier de Cri/ay, upon hearing the firing,
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came to fuccour the Place, the Enemy was already marched

Let us now return to the Chafe. That of the Orignal would

r^r L vih been lefs profitable to us atprefent,
U/ the hik, or

^j^^^ ^^^^ Beaver, if our Predeceffors
Vrtgna

. Country had given more Attention to

the Profits which might have been made of it, and had not al-

mofi: entirely deftroyed the Species, at leaft in thofe Places which
are within our Reach.
What they call here the Orignal, is what in Germany^ Polandy

/ITS r • ^ and Mufcoajv^ they call the Elk or «Great

ihe OrfZl
This Animal here, is as big as a

^ " Horfe, or a Mule of Auvergne, The hind
Quarters are large, the Tail but only an Inch long, the Hams
very high, the Legs and Feet like thofe of a Hart ; a long Hair
covers the Withers, the Neck, and the upper Part of the Hams :

The Head is above two Feet long, and he carries it out,| which
gives him an ill Look : Its Muzzle is large, and leffens in the

upper Part like that of a Camel, and'its Noftriis are fo large one
may eafily tliruil in half ones Arm. Its Horns are not lefs long
than thofe of a Hart, and much wider : They are fiat and forked

like thofe of a Deer, and are renewed every Year ; but I know
'not if upon the new Growth, they make an Increafe which de-

notes the Age of the Animal.
They fay that the Orignal is fubjedl to the Epilepfy, and

when the Fits feize him, he gets over them by fcratching his

Ear with his left hind Foot till he draws Blood, which has made
the Hoof of this Foot be eileemed a Specific againfi: the falling

Sicknefs. It is applied to the Heart of the Patient, and they do the
fame to cure the Palpitation of the Heart : They put it alfo into the

left Hand of the Perfon who is difordered, and rub his Ear with
it : But why fhould they not draw Blood from him alfo, as the

Orignal does ? This Hoof is alfo reckoned very good againll

the Pleurify Cholick Pains, the Flux, the Vertigo, and the

Purples, by reducing it to Powder, and giving it in Water. I

have been told that the Algonquins^ who formerly made the Flefh

cf this Animal their common Food, were very much fubjed to

the Epilepfy, and never ufed this Remedy : Perhaps they had
better. TKe Hair of the Orignal is a Mixture of light grey and
dark red. It grows hollow as the Beaft grows old, and never
lofes its elailic Power : Beat it ever fo long it fprings up
again. Mattrefies are ma^eof it, and Saddles. Its Flelli is well

tailed, light, and nourilhing ; it would be a Pity that it Ihould

caufe the Epilepfy; but our Hunters, who have, lived upon it

whole Winters, never found that it had any bad Quality. Its

Skin is ftrong, foft and fubftantial; it is made into Shamios, and
excellent
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exxellent BaiF, which is very light. The Savages look upon the

Orignal as a Creature of good Omen, and believe j:hat thofe

v/ho dream frequently of it, may flatter themfelves with long
Life : But they think quite the contrary with Regard to dream-
ing of the Bear, except in the Time when they are difpofed to

hunt thofe Creatures. There is alfo current among thefe Bar-
barians, a comical Tradition of a great Orignal, near which
all the reft appear but as Ants : They fay his Legs are fo long,

that eight Feet Depth of Snow is no Hindrance to him ; that

his Skin is Proof againft all Sorts of Arms, and that he has a
Kind of Arm which grows out of his Shoulder, which he
makes Ufe of as we do of our's ; that he never fails to have
after him a great Number of Orignals, who form his Court,
and who render him all the Services he requires of them.
Thus the Antients had their Phœnix, and their Pegafus : And
the Chinefe and the Japajiefe have their Kirin, their Foe, their

Water Dragon, and their Bird of Paradife.—Z^^ry Country has

its ridiculous Notions,

The Orignal loves cold Countries ; he feeds on Grafs in Sum-
,^ ^. mer, and in Winter he s:nav/s the Trees.

be proper ^1 tme ^^r^ ^ o i.- -l ^i /• a • i

to hvn t̂he Orio-
^ the Snows are high, tneie Ammals

f^^^' troop too;ether into fome Pine-Grove, to fhel-

ter themfelves under the Verdure from thé

bad Weather, and they continue there as long as they find

Food. Then it is eafy to hunt them ; but eafier mil, when the

Sun begins to have Strength enough to melt the Snow ; for the

frofty Nights making a Sort of CrufI: upon the Snow melted in

the Day, the Orignal (which is an heavy Creature) breaks it

with his cloven Foot, fleas his Legs, and has fome Trouble to

get out of the Holes he makes. Without this, and efpecially

when there is but little Show, they Cannot approach him with-

out Trouble, nor without Danger ; becaufe, when he is wound-
ed, he grows furious, turns fuddenly upon the Hunter, and
tramples him under his Feet. The Way to efcape this, is for

the Hunter to throw him his Coat, upon which he difcharges all

his Fury ; v/hilft the Hunter, hid behind a Tree, can take his

Meafures to kill him. The Orignal always goes a great Trot,

which is near equal to the Speed of the Buffaloe, and he holds it

a long Time : But yet the Savages can out^run him. They
fay that he kneels down to drink, ifo eat, and to reft himfelf, and
that there is in his Heart a little Bone, which being reduced to

Powder, and taken in Broth, appeafes the Pains of Child-birth^;

and facilitates Delivery.

The moft Northern Nations of Canada have a Way of per-

Various Wa of ^^^^^^S Hunt which is very eafy, and

^,
aysoj

without Danger. The Hunters divide them^
felves into two Companies : One embarks in

K Canoes ;
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Canoes ; and thefe Canoes keeping at fome Diftance from eack

other, form a large Semicircle, the two Ends of which touch the

Shore : The other Company that remains on the Land, performs

much the fame Operation, and enclofe a large Space. Then
thefe Hunters let go their Dogs, and rouze all the Orignals that

are in that Space ; and driving them forward, oblige them to

run into the River, or the Lake. They are no fooner in the

Water, than they fire upon them from all the Canoes : Every

Shot takes Place, and very feldom even a fingle Orignal efcapes.

Champlain fpeaks of another Manner of hunting not only the

Orignals, but alfo Harts and Caribous, which is fomething like

this Way. They inclofe (fays he) a Part of a Foreft with Stakes,

interwoven with Branches of Trees, and leave but one narrow

Opening, where they lay Snares made of raw Skins. This
Space is triangular, and from the Angle of the Entrance they

draw another Triangle, much larger : So thefe two Inclofures

comm^unicate together by the two Angles : The two Sides of

the fécond Triangle are alfo ihut up with Stakes, and the Hun-
ters ranged upon a Line form the Bafe. Then they advance,

without breaking the Line ; and drawing nearer and nearer to

each other, they make a great Shouting, and ftrike upon fom,e»

thing that makes a great Noife. The Beafts being driven for-

ward, and not able to efcape either to Right or Left, and being

affrighted with the Noife, know not where to fly, but into the

other Inclofure ; and many, as they enter it, are caught by the

Horns or the Neck. They ftruggle greatly to get loofe, and
fometinies they carry with them or break the Snares : Sometimes

alfo they ilrangle themfelves, or at leall give the Hunters Time
to ftioot them at their Eafe. Thofe which efcape this, fare no

better : They are inclofed in too fmall a Space to Ihun the Ar-

rows which the Hunters let fly at them from all Sides.

The Orignal has other Enemies than the Savages, and which
, ^ make a no lefs rough War againft him. The

Morjj the i^ar-
^^^^ terrible of all is the Carcajou, or Quin-

cajou, or ^ddCat^
^ g^^.^ ^.^^ . ^^^^^^ ^^.j

hunts the OrignaL
^
j^^^^ ^^^^ ^^.^ ^^^^^^j

rp.^^^
^^^^^j

its Body : Its Hair is a reddifli brown. As foon as this Hunter

can come up with an Orignal, he leaps upon him ; and fixing

tipon his Neck, twifcs its long Tail round it ; after which,

it tears the Jugular Vein. The Orignal has but one Way to

efcape this Misfortune ; that is ^ to get into the Water as foon as

he is feizedby this dangerous Enemy. The Carcajou, who can-

not bear the Water, lets go his Hold immediately. But if the

Water is too far off, it has Time to kill the Orignal before he

can get into it. Commonly this Hunter, whofe Smell is not the

bell, brings three Foxes to the Chace, and fends them out upon
the
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the Difcovery. As foon as they have fmelt out an Orignal, two
place themfelyes at his Sides, and the third behind him, and they

all three make fuch a fine Manœuvre, harrafling the Beaft, that

they oblige him to go where they have left the Carcajou, with

which they agree afterwards about dividing the Game.-—Ano-
ther Stratagem of the Carcajou, is to climb up a Tree: There ly-

ing along upon an extended Branch, he waits for the paffing by
of an Orignal, and leaps upon him as foon as he is within his

.Reach.

Many People have imagined. Madam, that the Relations of

Canada give the Savages more Wit and Senfe than they have.

They are, neverthelefs. Men : And under what Climate lhall

we find Brutes that have an Inftind more ingenious than the

Beaver, the Carcajou, and the Fox ?

The Hart of Canadais abfolutely the fame as in France^ per-

n-^ / f/ // ^^P^ commonlv a litttle larger. It does not
u/ wetiart ana

^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Savages difturb him much ;
the Laribou.

^
^^^^^ j ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^

againft him in Form, and with any Preparations. It is not the

fame with Regard to the Caribou fa). This is an Animal not fo

high as the Orignal, v/hich has more of the Afs than the Mule
in its Shape, and which equals the Hart in Swiftnefs. Some
Years ago, one appeared upon Cape Diamond, above ^ebec : It

was, no Doubt, flying from the Hunters, but he perceived foon

he was not in a Place of Safety, and he made almoft but one

Leap from thence into the River. A Vv'ild Goat of the Alps could

ûot have done more : Then he fwam very fv/iftly acrofs the Ri-

ver ; but it was all to no Purpofe: Some Canadians y who were
going to make War, and who were encamped near the Point of

Le^-vi, having difcovered him, waited for his landing, and killed

him. They greatly elleem the Tongue of this Animal, which
herds moil about Hud/on s Bay, The Sieur Jeremy, who has pafled

many Years in thefe Northern Farts, fays, that betv>^een the Danes

River and Port Nelfon, during the whole Summer, they fee prodi-

gious Numbers of them; which being driven from the Woods
by the Flies and Gnats, come to refrelh themfelves by the Sea

Side ; and that for the Space of forty or fifty Leagues they meet
almoft continully with Herds of ten thoufand at leaft.

It appears that the Caribou has never been in any great Num-
bers in the moil frequented Places of Canada ; but the Orignals
abounded every where when we firft difcovered the Country ;

and it might have made an Article of Trade, and a great Con-
venience of Life, if they had been careful to preferve the Breed :

But this they have not done ; and, either becaufe they have

(a) It differs not from the Rain-Deer, but in its Colour j which is brown,
or à little reddifh,

K z thinned
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thinned the Species, by kiiling great Numbers, or that hsi

frightening them they have been driven to fome other Country,
nothing is more fcarce at prefent.

In the Southern and V/eflern Parts of Ne^v France, ,on both

Of huntin. the f.^^f ^ MiMPPh the moil famous Hunt is

Buftaloe
^ that of the Buitaioe, which is performed m

' ' this Manner: The Hunters range themfelves
on four Lines, which form a great Square, and begin by fetting
Fire to the Grafs and Herbs, which are dry and very high :

Then as the Fire gets forwards they advance, ciofing their
Lines: The BuiFaloes, which are extremely afraid of Fire, keep
flying from it, and at laft iind themfelves fo crouded together,
that they are generally every one killed. They fay that a Party
feldom returns from hunting without killing Fifteen Fîundred
or Tvv^o Thoufand. But left the différent Companies fhould

hinder each other, they all agree before they fet out about the

Place v/here they intend to hunt. There are alfo fome Penalties

appointed againfl thofe who tranfgrefs this Rule, as well as

againft thofe who, quitting their Poll, give way to the Beaits

to efcape. Thefe Penalties confnl in giving a Right to every

Perfon to ftrip thofe who are guilty, and to take away even their

Arms, which is the greateil: Affront that can be given to a Sa-

vage ; and to pull down their Cabins. The Chiefs are fufcjeâ:

to this Penalty, as well as the others, and if any were to endea-

vour to exempt them from this Law, it would raife a Civil War
amongil them, which would not end foon.

The Bull, or EufFaloe, of Canada is bigger than curs; his

7) r, fui Horns are low, black, and fiiort ; he has a
ejcription oj e

Beard of Hair under his Muzzle, and
nvild hiiU, or J^uf^

^ ^^^^^
r^^^.^

^^^^^ ^.^ ^.^^^^ ^^.^^^
'•^^ falls dov7n upon his Eyes, and gives him a

hideous Look. He has a great Bump upon his Back, which
begins at his Hips, and goes increafing up to his Shoulders ;

and this Bumxp is covered with Hair, fomething reddifh, and
very long ; the reft cf the Body is covered with black Wool,
v/hich is much valued. They fay that the Skin of a Buifaloe

has eight Pounds of Wool on it. This Animal has a large Chefl,

the hind Parts fmall, the Tail very ihoit, and one can (carce fee

any Neck it has, but its Head is bigger than that of the European

Bulls. He runs away generally at the Sight of any Perfon, and
one Dog is enough to make a vv'hole Herd take to a full Gallop.

The Baffaloe has a good Smell, and to approach him without

being perceived near enough to fnocthim, you muft go -^aBfer-

Cîhe Wind. When he is wounded he is furious, and turns upon
the Hunters. He is as furious when the Cows have nevv'ly

calved. His Fklh is good, but they feldom eat any but that of

o the
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the Cows, becraife the EulFîiloes are too tough. As for his

Skin, there are none better ; it is eafily dreiTed, and tho' very

ftrong, it becomes lupple, like the bed Shamois. The Savages

make Shields of it, which are very light, and which a Mufket
Ball will not eafily pierce.

They find about Hud/on^s Bay another Bull, whofe Skin and

Of the Mr/k
^""'^^^ fame with thofe I have already

Bull
^
'^ defcribed. This is what M. Jeremy fays of

^ ' it : " Fifteen Leagues from the Z)/2:zffJ River,*
^' is the River of Seals, fo called becaufe there are many in this

^'^ Place. Between thefe two Rivers there is a Kind of Bulls which
^' we call the Mii/jè Bulls ; becaufe they have fo ftrong a Smell of

Mufk, that at fome certain Times there is no fuch Thing as
*^ eating their Flefh. Thefe Animals have a very fine Wool, and

it is longer than that of the Barbary Sheep. I brought fome to
^' Fmnceixi 1708, of which I had fome Stockings made, which
^' were liner than thofe made of Silk. Thefe Bulls, though

they are fmaller xhan our's, have Horns much thicker and
^' longer : Their Roots join on the Crown of the Head, and
^ ^ defcend by the Side of the Eyes almoft as low as the Throat ;

afterwards the End rifes up, and forms a Kind of Crefcent.

There are fome fo large, that I have feen of them, which be-
" ing feparated from the Skull, weighed both together lixty

Pounds : Their Legs are very iliort, fo that their Wool
drags upon the Ground when they walk ; which makes them
fo deformed, that it is difficult at a little Diftance to know
which Way the Head Hands. There are not many of thefe

Animals ; fo that the Savages would foon deilroy them, if

they were to hunt them. Moreover, as their Legs are very
fhort, when there is much Snov/ they kill them with Lances,
as they are not able then to make any Speed."

The moft common Quadrupède at this Time in Canada^ is the

Of the Roe
^^e-^^'^^^î which differs in nothing from

^ ^ " our's. It is faid that it fheds Tears when it is
"'^ * run down by the Fîunters. Whilil it is young

its Hair is ftriped with many Colours lengthwife : Afterwards
this Hair falls off, and another grows up of the Colour of the

common Roe-Buck. This Creature is not fierce, and is eafily

tamed, and feems naturally to have an AfFedion for Man. The
Female that is ufed to the Houfe, retires into the Woods in rut-

ting Time, and as foon as it has coupled w^th the Male, returns

a^^ain to the Floufe of her Mafter. When her Time is come to

. bi ing forth, fhe returns into the Woods, and remains there fome
Pays with her Young ; then fhe returns again to her Mafter
but continues to vifit her Young very affiduoufly : When the^^^"

think proper, they follow her and take her Young, and ihe

brings
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brings them up in the Houfe. It is fomething ftrangc that alî

our Habitations have not whole Herds bf them. The Savages

iunt them bot feldom.

There are alfo in the Woods of Canada many Wolves, or ra-

Of the Wohes ^'^^^ '^^^^ C^ts, for they -only refemble the
"'^ Wolves in a Kind of Howling : In every

midl^oxes. Thing elfe, fays Mr, ^arrafin, they are

generefelino (of the Cat Kind.) They, are true Hunters, which
live only on the Animals they catch, and which they purfue to

the Tops of the highefl Trees. Their Flefh is white and good
to eat. Their Skins are well known in France ; it is one of the

£nei1: Furs of this Country, and one of the greateil Articles of
its Trade.

There are a Sort of black Foxes in the northern Mountains,
whofe Skins are much valued, but they are very fcarce. There
are fome that are more common, the Hair of which is black or

grey, and others of a tawny red. They find fome going up
the Mijjiffippi that are very beautiful, the Fur of which is of a

Silver Colour. We alfo .meet with here Tygers, and Wolves
of a fmaller Kind than our's. The Foxes here catch Water-
Powl in a very ingenious Manner. They go a little Way into

the Water, and come out again, and make a thoufand Capers

upon the Bank of the River. The Ducks, the Buftards, and the

like Birds who are pleafed with this Sport, approach the Fox :

When he fees them v/ithin his Reach, he keeps himfelf very

quiet at firft, not to fcare them ; he only wags his Tail to draw

them nearer, and the filly Birds give into the Snare fo far as to

pick his Tail. Then the Fox leaps upon them, and feldom

anifies his Aim. Some Dogs have been broke to this Way with

Succefs, an-"» thefe Dogs make a lharp War with the Foxes.

Here is a: Kind Pole- Cat, which they call Enfant cle Diabk or

Of th'^ fmaH
^^^^ Puante (the Child of the Devil, or ftink-

p ]

^^^^
^^"^S

Beaft) becaufe when it is purfued, it

^^"^U* makes a Urine which iHnks the Air for half a

M:.le round. It is in other Refpeds, a very pretty Anim.al. It is

about as high as a fmall Cat, but bigger round, has bright Hair

inclining to grey, with tv/o v/hite Lines, which form on the

Back an oval Figure from its Head to the Tail. Its Tail is

biifiiy like a Fox''s, and it carries it like a Squirrel. Its Fur is

like that of the Fekans, another Kind of wild Cat, about the

fame Bignefs of our's. Otters Skins, common Pole-Cat's, the

Pitois or Stote, the Field Rat's, the Ermine's, and the Marten's,

are vv^hat we call the fmall Peltry. The Ermine is about the

$i2:e of our SqmrrQÎ, but fomething longer ; its Hair is a fine

white, and it has a very long Tail, the End of which is as black

as Jet. The Martens in Canada are not fo red as thofe of

France
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France, and have a finer Fur.' They keep generally in the mldÈ:

of the Woods, out of which they never come but once in two or

three Years ; but they always come out in great Troops. The
Savages believe that the Year when they fee them come out, will

be good for Hunting; that is to /ay, that there will be a deep Snow.
The Martens Skins are adlualiy fold here at a Crown a-piece,

I mean the common ones, for thofe that are brown fetch up to

twenty-four Livres, and more. The Pitoi or Stote differs no-

thing from the Pole-Cat, but in that the Fur is blacker, longer,

and thicker. Thefe two Animals make War with the Birds,

even with thelargeft, and make great Ravages in Hen-RooHs and
Dove-Houfes. The Field Rat is twice as big as ours, and kas

an hairy Tail, and its Fur is of a very fine Silver grey. There
are fome which are entirely white, and a very beautiful White.
The Female has a Purfe under the Belly, which.opens and ihuts

when fhe will. She puts her young ones in it when fne is purfued,

and faves them with herfelf. As to the Squirrels, they give
them very little Difturbance here, fo fhat there are a prodigious

Number in this Country. They diftinguiih them into three

Sorts ; the red, which does not diifer from ours, the S^ifs^

which are a little fmaller, and are fo called becaufe their Fur is

flriped lengthwife with red, black, and white, much like the

S^i/s of the Pope's Guard ; and the flying Squirrels, of muck
the fame Size as the S^zjs, whofe Fur is a dark grey. They
call them flying, not becaufe they really fly, but becaufe they

leap from one Tree to another, the Diftance of forty Paces at

leafl:. When they leap from a high Place to a lower, thoy leap

twice as far. What enables them to make fuch Leaps, are two
Skins which they have on their Sides, between the fore and hind
Feet, and which ftretch to tlie Breadth of two Inches. They
are very thin, and only covered with Down. This little Animal
foon grows familiar ; it is very lively when it does not fleep ;

but it often fleeps in any Place it can creep into, as a Pocket,
Sleeve, or Mufi-'. It foon grows fond of its Mailer, and will

find him out amongft twenty Perfons. The Porcupine of Canada
is as thick as a middling Dog, but fliorter, and not fo high ; its

Quills are about four Inches long, about the Thicknefs of a
fmall Straw, white, hollow, and very flrong, particularly on the
Back. Thefe are its Arms, both ofl^enfive and defenfive. It

darts them diredly at thofe who attempt its Life, and if it enters

ever fo little in the Flefli, it mull be drawn out inilantly, or elfe

it finks in entirely. Its for this Reafon, that they are very
careful to hinder their Dogs from approaching thefe Animals.
Their Flefli is good eating. A roafted Porcupine, is as good
as a fucking Pig. The Hares and Rabbits here are like thofe of
Europe^ excepting that their hind Legs are longer. Their Skins

are
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are of no great Ufe, becaufe they fhed their Fur continually ;

which is a Pity, for their Fur is very fine, and would do no Da-
mage in the Hat Manufa6lure. In Winter thefe Animals turn
grey, and feldom come out of their Holes, where they live upon
the fmalleft Branches of the Birch Tree. In Summer, their Fur
is of a yeilowiih red. The Foxes make a fharp War with them
in all Seafons, and the Savages take them in Winter in Gins,
w*hen they go out to feek for Food.

/ am, &c.

LETTER VII.

A Defcription of the Country bet^iveen Lake St. Pierre,^W Mont-
real : In ^hat it differs from QvE bec, A Defcription of the

IJland and To^n of Montreal, and its Environs • Of the

Fijheryfor Seals, the Sea Co^, Porpoife, and Whale,

Madam, Montreal, M«rr/& 20.

Of the Iflands T -P^P^^^^^ '3^^ from St, François y and

hi*
^ ^ Â the next Day I arrived in this Town. I

^ * had not in pafling here, which is about twenty
Leagues, the Pleafure I had formerly in coming this fame Route .

in a Canoe, in the fineft Weather in the World, to fee open be-

fore me by Degrees as I advanced, Canals that reached out of
Sight, between a prodigious Number of Iflands, which at a Di-
flance feemed to make one lucind with the Continent, and ftop

the River in its Courfe, thofe pleafmg Views, which changed
every Mom^ent like the Decorations of a Theatre, and which
one would think were contrived on Purpofe to recreate a Travel-

ler : But I had fome Recompence in the Singularity of the

Sight of an Archipelago, that was become in fome Manner a Con-
tinent ; and by the Convenience of travelling in a Sledge, or

Kind of Calalh, upon Canals between Ifiands, which appeared

as if they ^ad been plac'd by a line like Orange Trees.

As for the Profpeâ, it is not fine in this Seafon. Nothing is

ry-n- I
moxQ melancholy than that White which co-

Uifference ce-
^^^^ Thing, and which takes the Place

t^een the Country
^^^^ beautiful Variety of Colours which is

L \ ^^^e greateil Ornament of the Country ; than
that of Montreal. Trees, which appear plantedin the Snow, and
which prefent to our Sight only hoary Heads, and Branches

loaded with Ificles. In other Refpeéls, Madam, the Lake
of St. Pierre is here what the River Loir^ is in France, On the

Side
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Side of ^ehec the Lands are ^ood ; but in general you fee no^

thing that can recreate the Sight. Moreover, the Climate is

very fevere ; for the more we go down the River, and the more
we advance towards the North, of Confequence the Cold is more
piercino-. ^ehec is in 47. 56. Latitude. Trois Rivieres is in

46. and fome Minutes : And Montreal between 44. and 45. The
River Laurence, above the Lake of Si, Pierre, making an El-
bow to the South. It feems therefore, when we are pafl:

the IJlands of Richlieu, as if we were tranfported all at once into

another Climate. The Air is fofter, the Land more level, the
River finer ; and its Banks have a Je ne fcai quoi, more pleafing.

We meet from Time to Time with lHands, fome of which are

inhabited ; the others, in their natural State, offer to the Sight the
fmeilLandfcapes in the World. In a Word, it is Touraine iinà

la Li?nagne of Auvergne, compared with Maine and Normandy,
The Ille-of Montreal, which is as it were the Centre of this

/- . . ^ fine Country, is ten Leagues long from Eaft

the Ifie of Mon Well, and near four Leagues over in its

treal
" greateft Breadth. The Mountain from

which it takes its Name, and which has
two Heads of unequal Height, is almoft in the Midû of the

Length of the Ifland, but it is but half a League from the

South Coaft, upon which the Town is built. This Town was
called Vilk-Marie, by its Founders ; but this Name hath never

been brought into common Ufe : It is only mentioned in public
Writings, and amongft the Lords, who are very tenacious of it.

Thefe Lords, v/ho have the Do;Rriain not only of the Town, but
alfo of the whole Ifland, are Miffionaries of the Seminary of St.

Sulpice : And as all the Lands here are very good, and well culti-

vated ; and as the Town ik as well peopled as ^ehec, we may
affirm that this Lordfhip is worth half a Dozen of the bell in

Canada, This is the Fruit of the Labour and good Conduct of
the Lords of this Ifland ; and certainly twenty private Perfons,

amongfl whom this might hifve been divided, would not have
put it in the State we now fe(^ it, nor have made the People fo

happy. The Town of Montr'^al has a very chearful Afped : It

is well fituated, open, and well built. The Agreeabl^nefs of its

Environs, and its Profpeds, infpires a certain Gaity, of which
every one feels the Efi:ed. It is not fortified : A fmgle Pallifade,

which is but poorly kept up, is all its Defence ; with a bad Re-
doubt upon a little Eminence, which ferves for a Bulwark, and
which terminates with a gentle Slope at a little Square. This is

what we meet with at firfr, in coming ïrom ^ehec. It is nQt
forty Years ago, fince the Town vv^as quite open, and expofed to

be burnt by the Savages or the Englijh, It was the Chevalier de

Callieresy Brother of the Plenipotentiary of Rifwicky who en-

L clofed
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clofed it whilft he was Governor. They have talked fome Years
of furrounding it with Walls (a) y but it will not be eafy to en-
gage the Inhabitants to contribute towards it : They are brave^

and not rich ; and are hard to be perfuaded of the NecefTity of
this Expence, being fully convinced that their Valour is more
thanrfufficient to defend the Town againft any Enemy that ftiould

dare to attack it. Our Canadiansy on this Article, have all a
pretty good Opinion of themfelves, and we muft allow it is not
all founded ; but in Gonfequence of the Confidence which this

gives them, it is not fo difficult to furprize them, as to conquer
them.

Montreal is a long Square, fituated on the Bank of the River i

which rifing infenfibly, divides the Town i^ its Length into

High and Low ; but the Afcent from one to the other is fcarcely

perceiveable. The Hotel Dieu, and the King^s Magazines, are

in the Lower Town, and almoft all the Traders live there. The
Seminary and the Parifli Church, the Recollefs, the Je/uitSy thé

Maids of the Congregation, the Governor, and greateft Part of
the Officers, are in the Higher Town. Beyond a little Rivulet,

which comes from the North Weft, and bounds the Town on
that Side, there are fome Houfes and the Hofpital General ; and
going to the Right, beyond the Recolletsy whofe Convent is at the

End of the Town, on the fame Side, there begins to be formed a

Kind of Suburb, which in Time will make a very fine Quarter.

The Jf/uits here have but a very little Houfe ; but their

Church, which is juft finilhed, is large and well built. The
Convent of the Recollets is much larger, arid the Society more
numerous. The Seminary is in the Centre of the Town: It

appears that they ftudied more to make it folid and convenient^

than fine ; but yet it has the Air of belonging to the Lords of
the Place : It communicates with the Parifh Church, which has

much more the Appearance of a Cathedral than that of ^ehec.
The Service is performed here with a Modefty and Dignity
which infpires Refpeft for tlie Majefty of the God who is here

adored.

The Houfe of the Maids of the Congregation, though oné

of the largeft in the Town, is yet ftill too little to lodge fo nu-

merous a Society ; It is the Chief of an Order, and the Novici-

ate of an Inftitûtiôn, which ought to be fo much dearer to Ney}

Francey and to this Town in particular, becaufe it took its Rife

here, and becaufe all the Colony feels the Advantages of this

line Foundation. The Hotel Dieu is ferved by Nuns, the firft of

which Were taken from Fleche in Anjou.

(a) This i$ now d oné.

9 They
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They are poor, yet their Poverty does not appear in thci^

Hall ; which is large, and well furnilhed with Beds and othe^*

Furniture ; nor in their Church, which is fine and well adorn'dî
' nor in their Houfe, which is well built, neat and convenient :

But they have but a poor Maintenance, though they are all inde-

fatigably employed in the Inftru45lion of Youth, and in the Carç
of the Sick.

The Hofpital General owes its Foundation to a private Per-
fon, named Charron^ who affociated himfelf with many pious

Perfons, not only for this good Work, but alfo to furnifh thjC

Country Farifties with School-Maflers, who Ihould inftruél the

Boys, as the Sifters of the Congregation do the Girls : But the
Society was foon diffolved : Some left it for other Affairs, and
fome through Ficklenefs ; fo that the Sieur Charron was left-

alone. However, he was not difcouraged ; he emptied his

own Purfe, and found Means to open thofe of fome powerful
Perfons : He built a Houfe, and procured a Number of School*

Mafters, and Perfons to attend the Hofpital. The Public took
a Pleafure to affift and give Authority to a Man who fpared nei-

ther his own Subftance, nor his Pains, and whom \nothing could
difcourage. In fhort, before his Death, which happened in

17 19, he had the Comfort to fee his Projeél out of all Danger of
failing, at leaft with Refpedl to the Hofpital General. The
Houfe is fine, and the Church very pretty. The School-
Mafters are not yet well eftabliflied in the Pariflies ; and the
.Order they have received from Court, forbidding them to wear
an uniform Habit, or to engage themfelves by Vows, may hin-
der their Eftabliftiment.

Between the liland of Montreal and the Continent on the

Of the Hand of
^^^^^ Side, there is ahother liland about

Tcfus ami the Ri
Leagues long, and two Leagues over :

^uer des'^Prai/ies^" ^^^^ named the Ifland of Montmagny^

(ofthe Meadows') ^^^^ Name of a Governor General of
' Canada : It was afterwards granted to thç

JefuitSy who called it the Ifland of Jefus ; and it has preferved
this laft Name, though it has pafTed from the Hands of the Je--

fuits to Meffieurs of the Seminary of ^ebecy who have begun
to place fome Inhabitants here ; and as the Lands are good,
there is Room to hope that the whole Ifland will foon be cleared.

The Channel which feparaies the two Iflands, is called the Ri-

The Fall of the "^^^"^'{^'7^'^^^^ becaufe it runs

Recollets
m the Midft of fine Meadows. Its Courfe is

'

^ * impeded towards the Middle by a Torrent
which they call the Recofefs Fall, in Memory of one of that Or-
der, who was drcv/ned here. The Ecclefiailiçs of the Seminary

h 7.
. ^£
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of Montreal, for a long Time, had a Miffion of Savages near this

Place, which they have Unce removed to another Part.

The third Arm of the River is ftrewed as it were with fuch a

Of the En<vi
p^'odigious Number of Iflands,. that there is

i\/r f

'^^"1 almoft as much Land as Water. This Chan-
rons of Montreal.

^^^^^^ Milles-ijles, or River of St. Jean,
{thou/and Ijlands, or St. John*s River.) At the Head of the

liland Jefus, is the little Ifland Bizard, fo called from the Name
of a S^-wifs Officer, to whom it belonged, and who died a Major
^ Montreal. A little higher towards the South, is the Ifland

Perrot ; thus called by Mr. Perroi^ who was the firfl Governor of
Montreal, and the Father of Madam the Countefs de la Roche-

Jllard, and of Madam the Frefidentefs of Lubert. This Ifland is

near two Leagaes every Way, and the Lands are good, and they
begin to clear them. The lile Bizard terminates the Lake des

deux Montagnes (of the two Mountains) and the Ifland Perrot fe-

parates the fame Lake from that of 5'/. Louis.

The Lake of the two Mountains is properly the Mouth of the

Great Ri'ver, otherwife called the River of the Outaouais, into the

River St. Laiire?ice. It is two Leagues long, and near as wide.
The Lake of St. Louis is fomething larger, but it is in Fa£l no-
thing more than an Enlargement of the River St. Laurence. Till

lately, ûit French Colony extended no farther to the Weft ; but
îhey begin to make fome new Habitations a little higher, and
the Lands are every where excellent.

That which has been the Security of Montreal and its Envi-

Of the Fall of
^^"^ during the laft Wars, are two Villages

St Louis
* Iroquois Chrijlians, and the Fort de Chambly.

The fîrft of the two Villages is that of the

Fall of St. Louis, fituated on the Continent on the South Side,

three Leagues above the Town of Montreal. It is very popu-
lous, and has always been efreemed one of our ftrongeft Barriers

again ft Fieathen Iroquois, and the Englijhoï Ne-xv York. It has

already been twice removed within the Space of two Leagues.
Its fécond Situation, where I faw it in 1708, was over- againft the .

Fall of St. Louis ; and it keeps this Name, though it is now a

good Diftance from it. It looks as if they had fixed it now ;

for the Church, which is j aft iinilhed, and the Houfe of the Mif-

iionaries are, each in its Kind, two of the flneft Buildings in

the Country. The Situation is charming : The River 6*/. Z^/^r^;?r^,

which is very wide here, is alfo hereabouts full of Iflands, which
have a very iine Eifedl. The liland of Montreal, entirely peopled,

is a Perfpeélive on one Side ; and the View has fcarce any Bounds
on the other Side, on Account of the Lake St. Louis, which be-

gins a little higher*
Tha
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The fécond Village is called de la Montagne, (of the Mountain)

, J . becaufe it was a long Time on the Mountain
Of the iroc^MOis

^^j^-^j^ ^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^ ^j^^ j^^^^^ j^^^

f>f the Mountain.
^^^^^ ^^^^ removed to the Recollet's Fall, as I

faid before. It is now on the Continent, over-againft the Weft
End of the IHand. It is governed by the Ecclefiafcics of thè Se-

minary of Montreal, Thefe two Villages have produced many
brave Men, and their Fervour in Religion was admirable before

the Avarice of our Traders had introduced Drunkennefs, which
has made ftill greater Ruin here than in the Miffions of *S*/. Fran-

cois and Beckancourt,

The Mifiionaries have in vain employed all their Induilry and

y.,^ , Vigilance to put a Stop to this Diforder. It
^Drforders occa^

was to no Furpofe that they called in the
fmiea by theBrandy

^^.^ -^^ ^^^^ Magiftrates, threatened the
T^-ade m thefe invo ^^^^ Heaven, and offered the moft per-
ViUages.

fuafive Reafons : All fignilied nothing. Even
the moft fatal Accidents, in which the Hand of GOD evidently

appeared heavy on the Authors of this Evil, have not been fufii-

cient to open the Eyes of feme ChriJIians, whom a Thiril af-

ter fordid Gain hath blinded. One fees even in the Squares

and Streets of Montreal, the moil frightful Spedacies, the certain

Confequences of the Drunkennefs of thefe Barbarians : Huf-
bands and Wives, Fathers, Mothers and their Children ;

Brothers and Sifters, taking each other by the Throat, tearing

off each other's Ears, and biting one another like furious Wolves.
The Air refounds in the Night with Hov/lings, more horrible

than thofe which the wild Beails make in the Woods.
Thofe who have moft to reproach themfelves with for thefe

horrible Diforders, are the firft to afk, lit thefe People are Chrif
tians ? We may anfwer them,, Yes, they are Chriftians, and new
Converts, who know not what they do : But thofe who cooly,

and knowing the certain Effed, bring them by their Avarice to

this Condition, have they any Religion ? They know that the

Savages would give all they have for a Glafs of Brandy : This
is a Temptation to the Traders ; againft which, neither the Cries

of the Paftors, nor the Zeal and Authority of the Magiftrates,

nor Refpeél of the Laws, nor the Severity of the Sovereign Ju-
rifdidion nor the Fear of GOD's Judgments, nor the Thoughts
of Hell, (a Reprefentation of which is feen in the Drunkennefs of
thefe Savages) have been able to reftrain them. But let us

turn away our Eyes from thefe difagreeable Obje6ls.

The great Trade for Skins, after the Town of Trois Rivieres

was no longer frequented by the Nations of the North, and Weft,
was carried on feveral Years at Montreal, whither the Savages re-

forted at certain Seafons from all Parts of Canada* This was a

Kind
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Kind of Fair, which brought many French to this Town. The
Governor General, and the Intendant, came hither alfo, and
they took Advantage of this Occafion to accommodate the Dif-

ference that might have happened between our Allies. But if

you meet. Madam, by Chance, with the Book of La Hontan^

where Mention is made of this Fair, I would have you take

Care hovv you give Credit to what he fays of it : He does not
even preferve Probability. The Women of Montreal never gave
any Foundation for what this Aothor reports of them, and there

is no Fear that their Honour Ihouid ever fufFer any Blemifh from
the Savages. There is no Example that any have ever taken-

the ieaft Liberty with the French Women, even when they were
their Prifoners : They not even feem to have an Inclination

to it ; and it v/ere to be wifhed that the Frenchmen had the fame
Piilike to the Savage Women. La Hontan could not be ignorant

of what is fo publickly known in this Country ; but he wanted
to give a Gaiety to his Memoirs, and for this Purpofe he faid

any Thing. We are always fure to pleafe certain Perfons,

when we give no Bounds to a Liberty of inventing Stories, and
©f Handering.

One fees now and then little Fleets of Savages arrive at Mon^
iveal ; but nothing in Comparifon of former Times. It is the

Iroquois War that has interrupted this great Concourfe of Na-
tions in the Colony. To make Amends for this Failure of the

Savages coming to Montrml, they have eftabliihed amongft the

greateftPartof them Magazines and Forts, where there are always

an Officer and Soldiers enough to fecure the Merchandize. The
Savages will always have a Gunfmithin thefe Places^ andinmany
there are Miffionaries ; who would do more Good if there were
ÎJO other French there. There is P.eafon to believe it would be
better to fet Things upon the antient Footing, fince Peace has

been eftablithed both within and without the Colony : This
would be the Means to reilrain the V»^ood-Rangers, whofe Cove-
tonihefs (not to m.ention theDiforders caufed by their Licentiouf-

nefs) makes them every .Day guilty of mean Adions, which ren-

der us defpicable in the Sight of the Savages, have lower'd

aur Pvîerchandizes, and raifed the Price of Skins. Befides, the

Savages, naturally proud, are grown infolent, fince they find

that we feek after them.

The Fiîhery might much more enrich Canada than the Chace
j

7 o r
^^^^ ^^^^ depend on the Savages :

y
^

Two weighty Reafons for following it, which.
" yet have not been fuÊcient to engage our Co-
loniils to make it the principal Objed of their Trade. 1 have

nothing ÎO add to what I have already faid on the Cod Fiihery,

xd^ich alone would be worth more to us than Feruy if the Fourj-

ders
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4ers of Nenv France had taken proper Meafures to Tecure th^

FofTeflion of it to ourfelves.-—I begin with the Fifhery for Seals^

Sea Cows, and Porpoifes, which may be carried on every where

in the Gulph of St, Laurence, and a great Way up the River.

The Sea Wolf, or the Seal^ takes its Name from its Cry, which:

is a Sort of howling ; for in its Shape it refembles not the Wolf^>

nor any Land Animal that we know. Lefcarbct afTerts, that he

has heard fome cry like Screech-Ov/ls ; but thefe might be only

young ones, whofe Cry was not quite formed. They make no
Hefitation here. Madam, to place it in the P^ank of Fifhes ?

though it is not mute, though it is brought forth on the Land^
and lives as much on it as in the Water, and is covered with

Hair : In a Word, though it wants nothing to make it to be
confidered as an amphibious Creature. But we are in a new
World, and it muft not be required of us always to fpeak the

Language of the Old ; and Cuflom, againll which there is no
reafoning, is here in PofTelTion of all its Rights. So that thé
War they make with the Seals, though it is often on Land^
and with the Gun, ia called a Fifhery ; and that which they
make with the Beavers in the Water, and with Nets, is called à
G h ace.

The Head of a Seal is fomething like a BuIUDog's : He has

r ' ' ^^^^^ Legs, very fhort, efpecially thofe be-

^^''"^^ every other Refpec^ it is 2.Yi^^.
the uea

. drags itfelf rather than walks upon its

Feet. Its Legs before have Nails, thofe behind are like

Fins : His Skin is hard, and covered with Ihort Hair of divers

Colours. There are fome Seals all white, and they are all fo at

£rfl ; but fome, as they grow up, become black, others tawny
Many are of all thefe Coloi^rs mixed together.

The Fifhermen diftinguifh feveral Species of Seals : Th-c

Of he Ce eral ^^^S^^ weigh up to two thoufand Pounds,

o t Jf"^^^^ and they fay their Nofe is more pointed thai^
oj>eciejo/ deals.

the others. There are fome that only fnfk
about in the Watér : Our Sailors call them Braffeurs, (Breuuers^)

They have given thé Name of Nau to another Sort ; for which Î
can give no Reafon, nor know the Meaning of the Word. Ano-
ther Sort they (!all Grajfes Tetes, (Great Headù) There are fome
fmall ones that are very lively and ikilful in cutting the Nets
they are taken in : hey are of a Tyger Colour

;
they are full

of Play and Spirit, and as pretty as Creatures of this Shape can'
be. The Savages learn thefe to follow them like little Dogs,
and eat them notwithftanding.

M. Denys fpeaks of two Sorts of Seals that are found upon the
Coalls of Acadia. One Sort (fays^ he) are fo big-, that their

t^oung are larger than our krgell Porkers. lie adds, that fooa^

after



So An Hifiorical Journal of

after they are brought forth, the old ones carry them to the Wa-
ter, and from Time to Time bring them alhore again to fuck :

That the Time of fucking them is the Month of February ;

when the young ones, which they aim chiefly to catch, go fcarce

any more into the Water : That at the firft Noife the old ones

£y, making a great Noife to give Notice to the young ones to

follow them ; which they never fail to do, if the Fifhermen do
not make Hafte to give them a^ Blow on the Nofe with a Stick,

which is enough to kill them.-—The Number of thefe Animals
mull be very great upon thefe Coafts, if it true, as the fame Au-
thor affirms, that in one Day they take fometimes eight hundred
of the young ones.

The fécond Species of thefe Seals, which M. Denys fpeaks of,

is very fmall, and has little more Oil but what it has in its Blad-
der. Thefe lafl never go far from the Shore, and there is always
©ne that ftands Centinel : At the firft Signal he gives, they all

throw themfelves into the Sea : After feme Time they approach
the Land, and raife themfelves upon their hind Feet to fee if

there is nothing to fear : But in Spite of all their Precautions,

fhey furprize a great Number of them on Shore, and it is almofl

impoffibie to take them any other Way.
It is agreed, that the Flefh of the Seal is not bad to eat, but

life 0^ the Fle^h
niore profitable to make Oil of it :

aml^kin of the
'^^^^ ^^^^ difficult. They melt the Fat on

^eal
Fire, and it diffolvesinto an Oil. Some-

times they only put the Fat of a great many
Seals on Square Planks; and leave it to difiblve of itfelf, a Hole
being made at the Bottom, for the Oil to run through. This Oil

whiill it is new is very good for Kitchen Ufes ; but that of the

young Seals foon grows rank, and the other dries too much,
upon keeping any time : They then ufe it to burn, or to drefs

Skins with. It keeps clear a long Time, has no Smell, and
leaves no Lee, nor any Kind of Foulnefs at the Bottom of the

VefleL

At the firfl fettling the Colony, they ufed a great Quantity

of Seal Skins to make Muffs ; but that is now out of Fafhion;

and their chief Ufe now is to cover Trunks, tffr. When they

are tanned they have almofl the fame Grain as Morocco Lea-
ther : They are not fo line, but they are Uronger, and wear
better. They make of them very good Shoes, and Boots ; which
will not take Water. They are aKb ufed to cover Seats of

Chairs, the Frames of which are fooner worn out than the Co-
vers. They tan thefe Skins here with the Bark of the Spruce
Fir, and in the Tindure, they ufe to dye them black, they mix
a Powder, drawn from certain Stones they find upon the Banks of

the Rivers ; which are called Thwider Stottes^ f>r Marcafites.

Tie •
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The Seals couple upon the Rocks, and fometimes upon the

o .

J
Ice, where alfo the Females bring forth their

borne 1 articula'
YoUng. They have commonly two, and

rtttes ofthefe Am- ^^^^ f^^^^^ ^^^^^ p^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^
^' but oftener upon the Land. When they would

accuftom them to fwim, they carry them, as they fay, on their

Backs in the Water, and let them off from Time to Time into the

Water, then take them again, and continue this Pra6lice till

the young ones can fwim alone. If this Fa6l is true, this is^

a ftrange Fifh, which Nature has not taught what the greateft

part of Land Animals are capable of almoft as foon as they come
into the World. The Seal has its Serifes very quick, and this is

its fole Defence ; but this does not hinder them from being often

furprized, as I have before remarked ; but the moft com-
mon Method of filhing for them is this : The Cuftom of this

Animal, when it is in the Water, is to come with the Tide into

the Creeks. When they have difcovered the Creeks, where a

great Number come, they fhut them up with Stakes and Nets ;

they only leave a fmall Space open by which the Seals enter.

When the Tide is up, they flop this Opening, fo that after the

Tide is out, thefe Fifh remain on the Shore, and they have only

the Trouble to knock them on the Head. They follow them
alfo in a Canoe, in Places where there is Plenty of them, and
when they put their Heads out of the Water to breathe, they

flioot them. If they are only wounded, they eaiily take them ;

but if they are ftiot dead, they fink direélly to the Bottom, like

as the Beavers do. But they have great Dogs, which are train'd

to fetch them up at the Depth of feven or eight Fathom.
Our Fifhermen take but few Sea-Cows on the Coafts of the

Gulph of St, Laurence ; I know not whether they have taken any
in other Places. The EngUjh formerly eftablifhed a Filhery for

them at the Ifle of Sabk ; but they made no great Advantage
of it. The Shape of this Animal is not very different from the

Seals. What is peculiar toit, are two Teeth, of the Bignefs

and Length of a Man's Arm, a little bent back at Top, and
which appear at a Diftance like Horns^ this is probably the Rea-
fon they are called Sea-Cows. Our Sailors Call them more plainly

la beet a la grande denty (the great toothed Beaft) thefe Teeth are

of very line Ivory, as well as all thofe which are in the Jaw of
this Fifh, and which are four Inches long.

There are in the River ^t, Laurence Porpoifes of two Colours :

Portoifes of t^jo
the Salt Water ; that is to fay y till a little

Colours

^"^^ below the IHe of Orleans, they do not differ

from thofe found in the Sea : In the frefh.

Water they are all white, and as big as a Cow. The firft go
generally in Companies, I have have not obferved the fame of the

M others.
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others, though I have feen many of them playing in the Port

qf ^ebec. They feldom go higher than this City, but there

are many on the Coafts of Acadia, as well as of the firft Kind ;

fo that the Difference of their Colour does not proceed from the

Difference of the fait and frefh Water. The white Porpoifes

yield a Hoglhead of Oil, and this Oil is little different from
that of the Seals : I never faw any Perfon who had eaten the

Flelh of this Animal ; but as to the Black Porpoife, they fay, that

they are not bad eating: They make Puddings and Chitterlings of
their Entrails, the Harflet is excellent in Fricaffee, and the Head
better than that of a Sheep, but not fogood as a Calf's.

The Skins of both Sorts are tan'd like Mcrocco Leather. At
, . firft it is foft like Fat, and is an Inch thick,

. V they fcrape it a long Time, and it becomes
like a tranfparent Leather ; and how thin

foeverit is, even fo as to be fit for Waiftcoats and Breeches,

it is always very ftrong and Proof againfl a Muiket Ball. There
are fome eighteen Feet long, and nine wide ; they fay that there

is nothing better to cover the Tops of Coaches. They have
lately eftablifhed two Fifheries below ^ebec for Porpoifes, one in

the Bay of St. Paul, and the other feven or eight Leagues lower,

over-againft a Habitation called Camoura/ca, from the Name of
certain Rocks that rife confiderably above the Water. The Ex-
pences are not great ; and the Profits would be confiderable, if

the Porpoifes were Animals fettled in a Place : But either

through Inilindl, or Caprice, they often break the Meafures of
the Fifhermen, and take another Route than that where they

wait for them. Moreover, thefe Fiiheries> which would only en-

rich fome few Perfons, have occafioned an Inconvenience which
made the common People complain ; which is, that they have
greatly diminiihed the Eel Fifhery, which is a great Help to the

poor Inhabitants. For the Porpoifes, finding themfelves dif-

turbed below ^ebec, are retired to fome other Place ; and the

Eels, finding no longer thefe great Fifh in their Way, which
obliged them to return back, go down the River without any
Hindrance ; whence it happens, that between ^ebec and Trois

Rivieres, where they took a prodigious Number every Year, they

nowfcarce take any.
The Way of filhing for Porpoifes is much the fame as that

I have been mentioning for Seals. When the Tide is out, they

fet Stakes in the Mud, or Sand, pretty near one another, and
they faften Nets to them in the Shape of Funnels, the Opening
of which is pretty large, and made in fuch a Manner, that when
once the Fifh has entered, he can't find his Way out again.

They take Care to put upon the Tops of the Stakes Branches
of Greens. When the Tide rifes, thefe Fifh giving Chace to

Her-
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Herrings, which always run to the Sides, and being allured by
the Greens which they greatly love, are engaged in the Nets,

and find themfelves fhut up : As the Tide finks, it is pleafant to

fee their Trouble, and their fruitlefs Attempts to efcape : At laft

they remain on dry Land, and often one upon another in fuch

great Numbers, that one Blow with a Stick kills two or three of
them. They fay that there have, been found fome among tlje

white Sort,which weighed three thoufand Pounds.
Every one knows the Nature of the Whale Fiihery, therefore

Of the Whale
^ nothing of it. It is faid here, that

' ike Bifcaynersy who carried it on formerly in

the River St. Laurence, difcontinued it only to apply themfelves

entirely to'the Fur-Trade, which required not fomuch Expence or

Labour, and the Profits of which were then more confid^erable, and
of a quicker Return. On the other Hand, they had not all the

Conveniencies for this Fifhery, which may be had at prefent, now
there are Habitations very near the Gulf. Some Years ago they

tried to re-ellablifh it, but without Succefs : The Undertakers
either had not a fuffieient Fund to make the neceffary Advances,
or expeded their Charges to be reimburfed fooner than the Thing
would allow, or elfe they wanted Perfeverance. It appears neveir-

thelefs certain that this Fifhery might be a great Article in the

Trade of this Colony (a), and might be carried on with lefs

Expence and Danger than on the CoaHs of Greenland \ and what
Ihould hinder to fix it here, as M. Denys propofed to do that of
the Cod-Fiihery in Acadia, ^ This is. Madam, all that con-

cerns the Fifheries, that may enrich Canada*

I am, &c.

LETTER VIIL

Of the Fort £f Chambly : Of the Fijh; ofthe Birds : And offome
Animals, peculiar to Canada. Of the Trees ^u^hich are thefame
nx)ith thofe o/' France y and of thofe ^hich are peculiar to this

Country,

Madam, Chambly, M^r^>^ i.

ONE of the chief Defences of Montreal 2ig2cm^ the Iroquois

and Neiv York, is Fort Chamhly : It is from this Fort I

Jiave the Honour to write to you. I came hither to pay a Vifit

CaJ It is to be hoped that we fhall now eftablifh a Whale Fifhery in tloefe

Parts ; as there feems great Probability that a vaft Advantage may be reape4
from it,

M ^ to
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to the Commandant, who is M. de Sabre'vois, of one of the beft

Families of Beauce, my Friend, my Companion in the Voyage,
and a good Officer. I iliall defcribe this important Fort, and
the Situation of it, in a few Words.

In the iirft Years of our Settlement in this Country, the Iro^

quois, to make their Incurfions into the very Centre of our Ha-
bitations, came down a River which difcharges itfelf into the

River 6*^. Laurence^ a little above Lake St, Pierre^ and which for

this Reafon, was called firil the Iroquois River. It has been
iince called the River of Richelieu, from a Fort which bore this

Name, and which was built at its Mouth. This Fort being in a

ruinous Condition, M. de Sorel, Captain in Carignan-Salieres^tgi-

ment, built another, which he called by his own Name. This Name
communicated itfelf to the River, and it is IHll called fo, tho'

the Fort has not been ftanding for a long Time. When we
have gone up the River about feventeen Leagues, going always

towards the South, but a little to the South Weft, we find a

Torrent or Water- fall, and overagainft it a Kind of little Lake,
formed by the River itfelf. It is by the Side of the Water-fall,

and overagainft the Lake, that the Fort is fituated. It was iirft

built of Wood, by M. de Chambly, at the fame Time that M. de

Sorel built his Fort, but it has been fince built of Stone, and
flanked with four Baftions, and there is always a pretty good
Garrifon kept in it. The Lands round it are very good, and
they begin to eftablilh fome Habitations here, and many People
think that in Time, they will build a Town in this Place. From
Chambly to Lake Champlain, it is but eight Leagues. The
River So7'el croftes the Lake; and there is perhaps no Part

of Neifj France which is more fit to be peopled. The
Climate is milder than any other Part of the Colony, and the

Inhabitants will have the Iroquois for Neighbours, who at the

Bottom are a good Sort of People, who will not feek to quarrel

with us, when they fee us in a Condition not to be afraid of
them, and who will find their Account I believe ftill better from
this Neighbourhood, than from that of Nenjj Tork, Many
other Reafons ought to engage us in this Settlement, but if I

ihould write all, I fhould have nothing to fay when I have the

Honour to fee you again. I fhail take Advantage of the Leifure

Hours I have here, to continue to entertain you with the Par-

ticularities of this Country. I have already given an Account
of what the Gulf and the River of St, Laurence may fupply for

the Trade of Ne^ France ; it remains for me to fpeak of the

Refources which the Inhabitants may find here for the Support

of Life.

Wherever
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Wherever the Water of the River is fait, that is to fay, from

r./7 7.7 Cape Tgnnent to the Gulf, one may take al-

taiîh^ the Gulf.
"^"^^ ^''^ ^'^^^ 1^^^

^nTlllver ^of St
Tunny, Shad, Trout, Lamprey, Smelts,

Laurence*
* Conger Eels, Mackerel, Seals, Herrings, An-

chovies, Pilchards, Turbots, and many o-

thers that are not knovv^n in Europe. They are all taken with a
Sein, or other Nets. In the Gulf they take Hallibuts, three

Sorts of Thornbacks, the common, the curled Sort, which they

fay is better than in France^ and another Sort that is not elleem-

ed; LencornetSy a Kind of Cuttle Fifh, St. Peier^s Fifh, Requiems^

Sea Dogs, a Kind of Requiems much lefs mifchievous whilH
alive, and beyond Companion better when dead, than the com-
mon Sort. Oyfters are very plenty in Winter on the Coafts of
Aaciduy and the Manner of iiihing for them is fomething fmgu-
lar. They make a Hole in the Ice, and they thrud in two Poles

together in fuch a Manner, that they have the EiFed of a Pair

of Pinchers, and they feldom draw them up without an Oyfter.

The Lencornet is, as I have faid, a Kind of Cuttle Fifh, but how-
ever, it is very different from the common Cuttle Fifh. It is quite

round, or rather oval; at the End of its Tail is a Sort of Ledge,
which makes him a Kind of Shield, and his Head is furrounded

with Barbs half a Foot long, which he makes Ufe of to catch

other Fifh. There are two Kinds, which differ only in Bignefs;

the fmaller Sort is about a Foot long. They take few but of
the lafl Sort, and thofe by the Light of a Flambeau : They love

the Light much, they fhev/ it them on the Shore v/hen the Tide
is at Height, but juft upon burning, they approach it, and fo are

left aground. The Lencornet roafled, boiled, or fricafleed, is very

good eating, but makes the Sauce quite black.

The St. Peter's Fifh is like a fmall Cod, has the fame Talle,

Of St Peter's
dried alfo like that. It has two black

Ft//' Of th Sal ^P^^^ Sides of its Head, and the Sai-
^•^

'rr-
^ f^ lors fay, this is the Fifh in which St. Peter

?non^i rout, ana the r Jii-n- ttv/t * ^x,
-

Turtle &c round the Piece or Money to pay the Tri-
^' ' ^* bute to the Roman Emperor, for our Lord and

himfelf ; and that its two Spots are the two Places by which
he took hold of it: For this Reafon they call it St. Peter's Fifh.

The Sea Plaice is firmer and better than the River Plaice.

They catch them as well as Lobfl:ers with long Sticks armed
with a fharp Iron, which is notched to prevent the Efcape
of the Fifh. In fhort, in many Places, efpecially to-

wards Acadia^ the Ponds are full of Salmon Trouts, and Tur-
tles two Feet in Diameter, the Flefh of v/hich is excellent, and
the Top Shell (Ireaked with white, red, and blue.

Among
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Among the Fifh with which the Lake Champlain^ and {^he Ri-

Of the Armed
^^^^ which flow into it, abound, M. ^Chatn-

^,pj
" plain obferved one pretty iingular, which he

'•^ * calls Chaoufarou, probably from the Name
Çiven it by the Savages. It is a particular Species of the Armed
i^ifh, which is found in many Places. This has a Body nearly

of the fame Shape as a Pike, but it is covered with Scales

that are Proof againll the Stab of a Dagger ; Its Colour is a
illver grey, and there grows under his Mouth a long bony Sub-
llance, jagged at the Edges, hollow, and with a Hole at the End
of it; which gives Reafon tojudge, that it breaths by it : The
Skin that covers it is tender : The Length of it is proportioned
to that of the Fifh, of which it makes a third Part. It is

two Fingers in Breadth in the fmalleil. The Savages a/Tured M.
Champlai?! that fome of thefe Fifli v/ere eight or ten Feet long,
but the largeil he faw were but five Feet, and about as thick as

a Man's Thigh.
One m.ay eafily conceive that fuch an Animal is a Ravager

.7^-. p^rj^ among the Inhabitants of the Water, but one

catches B^rds
would not imagine that it fliould make War

ca CÛ s li s.
v^rith the Inhabitants of the Air ; which he

does, however, with much Art, in this Manner: He hides him-
felf in the Reeds in fach a Manner, that only this Inllrument
of his is to be feen, which he thrufts out of the Water in an up-
right Pofition ; the Birds that want to reft themfelves take this

for a dry Reed, or Piece of Wood, and perch upon it. They
are no fooner on it, than the Fifh opens his Mouth, and makes
fuch a fudden Motion to feize his Prey, that it feldom efcapes

him. The Teeth which edge the Inftrument that he ufes to

fuch good Purpofe, are pretty long and very fharp. The Sa-

vages fay, that they are a fovereign Remed}' again ft the Head-
Ach, and that pricking with one of thefe Te^di where the Pain

is iliarpeft, takes it av^^ay inftantly.

Tlicfe People have a wonderful Skill in ftriking Fifh in the

• ^ Water, efpecially in the Torrents. They fifh

. ^ ^ ^ alio with tne Sem, and they have an odd Ce-
remony before they ufe this Net. They marry

it to two young Maids, and during the Wedding Feaft they

place it between the two Brides. They exhort it very ferioufly

to take a great many Fifh, and they think to engage it to do

fo by making great Prefents to its pretended Fathers -in-Law.

The Sturgeon here is a Sea and a frefh Water Fifh ; for they

r\r x:r ' r ^^^^ upon the Coafts of Canada, and in the
U/ jijmng for ^^^^^ ^l^.^j^ ^^.^^^ j^.^^^

bturgeon,
^^^^^^ y^^^^ ?Qo^\t think it is the real D9I-

phin of the Antlents ; if this is true^ it was fitting that this

King
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King of Filh fhould reign equally in the Ocean and the Rivers.

Be that as it may, we fee here Sturgeons of eight, ten, ^nd

twelve Feet long, and big in Proportion. This Animal has on

the Head a Sort of Crown raifed about an Inch, and it is co-

vered with Scales of half a Foot Diameter, aîmoU oval, and

fprinkled with fmall Figures which fomething refemble the

Flower de Luce of the Arms of France, The Savages take them

in the Lakes in this Manner : Two Men are at the two Ends of

a Canoe ; he behind fleers, and the other ftands up, holding a

Dart in one Hand, to which a long Cord is faftened, the other

End is tied to one of the Bars of the Canoe. As foon as he
fees the Sturgeon in his Reach, he throws his Dart, and endea-

vours to flrike where there are no Scales ; if the Fifh is wound-
.

ed it flies, and draws the Canoe alfo pretty fwiftly, but after

having fwam about 150 Faces it dies, then they draw up the

Cord and take it. There is a fmall Kind of Sturgeon, the Flefli

of which is very tender and delicate.

The River St, Laurence produces many Fifh which are not

knov/n in France: The moft elleemed are thç
I'ljh peculiar to

j^j^-^^^^ ^^d the Foijon-dore (the Gilt FijhJ; ^

^* the other Rivers of Canada, and efpecially

. thofe of Jcadiay are as well flocked as this River, which has

perhaps the moil Fifh of any in the World, and of the mofî va-

rious Kinds, and the befl of the Sorts. There are fonie Seaions

v/hen the Filh alone might feed the v/hole Colony; bat I know
not what Credit may be given to what I have feen in the Ma-
nufcript of an antient MifTionary, who affirms that he faw a

Mer-man in the River de Screl, three Leagues below Chamhly.

The Relation is written with much Judgment, but the better to

f^.ate the Fa6l, and to fhew that the iirll Appearance did not de-

ceive him, the Author fhould have added to his Account a De-
fcription of this Monfler. V/e are fometimes feized at the firfl

Glance with a Refemblarice, which upon viewing more atten-

tively immediately vanifhes. Furthermore, if this Fifh in hu-
man Shape came from the Sea, it came a long Way to get fo

near Chamhîy, and it is fomethin:^ ilrange that it was not feen

but in this Place.

Our Forefls are not fo well flocked with Birds as our Lakes

Tivo Sorts of
Rivers are with Fifh; hov>^ever, here are

P .

J
fome which have their Merit, and are pecu-

^ ^ ' liar to America. We fee here two Sorts of
Eagles, the largeil has the Neck and Head almoil white ; they
prey upon the Hares and Rabbits, which they take in their

Talons, and carry to their Magazines and their Nefls. The
others are all grey, and are contented to make War with the

B4rds ; And they are all pretty good Filheis, The Falcon, the

9 Gofs
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Gofs Hawk, and the Ta/Tel, are entirely the fame as in France^
but we have a fécond Sort of Falcons which live only on
Fifh.

Our Partridges are of three Kinds, grey, red, and black ; the

Three Sorts of
leaft elleemed, they have too muchre

0
s Of Tafte of the Grape, Juniper, and Fir : Theirrarmages. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^.j^^ Pheafant's, and

their Flelh is brown. They all have a long Tail, and fpread
it as a Fan, like the Turkey Cock : Thefe Tails are very fine>

fome are mixed with red, brown, and grey ; and others of a
light and dark grey. I faid that the black Partridges were not
moft eil:eemed, but feme People prefer them to the red. They
are all bigger than in France, but fo filly, that they fuffer

thenifelves to be fiiOt, and even approached, without fcarce

ftirring.

Befides the Snipes, which are excellent in this Country, and

Other Birds
fmall Game of the Pvivers, which is eve-

^' ry where plenty, they find fome Woodcocks
about the Springs, but in a fmall Number. Amongft the llinois^

and in all the fouthern Parts of Ne^M Fra7ice, they are more
common ; M. Denys afferts, that the Crows of Canada are as

good to eat as a Fowl. This may be true on the Side of Acadia^

î>ut I do not find in thefe Parts that they are much of this Opi-
nion. They are bigger than in France, and fomething blacker,

and have a different Cry. The Ofprey on the contrary is

fmaller, and its Cry is not fo difagreeable. The Screech-Owl
of Canada differs from that of France only by a little white
Ruff about die Neck, and a particular Cry : Its Flefh is good
to eat, and many People prefer it to a Fowl. Its Provifion for

the Winter is Field Mice; whofe Feet it breaks, and then nou-

rifhes and fattens them with Care till it has Occafion to feed

upon them. The Bat is bigger here than in France* The Black-

birds and Swallows are here Birds of Paffage, as in Europe.

The firff are not black, but inclining to red. We have three

Sorts of Larks, the fmalleft of which are as big as a Sparrow.

The Sparrow is but little different from our's, and has the fame
Inclinations, but an ugly Sort of a Look. We fee in this Coun-
try a prodigious Quantity of Ducks, they reckon twenty-two

different Species. The moil beautiful, and thofe whofe Flelh is

moft delicate, are the Branch Ducks : They call them fo becaufe

they perch on the Branches of Trees ; their Plumage is very

much varied, and very brilliant. Swans, Turkies, Water-hens,

Cranes, Teal, Geefe, Buftards, and other great River Birds

fvvarm every where except in the Neighbourhood of the Habi-

tations, which they never approach. We have Cranes of two

Colours, fome white, and others gridelin. AH of them make
• excellent
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cxcelient Soup. Oar Wood-Peckers are very beautiful ; there

are foma which are of all Colours, others are black or a dark

brown all over except the Head and the Neck, which are of a

very fine red.

The Nightingale of Canada, is much the fame as that of France

for Shape, but ithas but half its Song: The Wren has robbed it of
the other Half. The Goldfinch has not fo fine a Head as in

Europe^ and all its Plumage is mixt v^ith Yellow and Black. As
I never favv any of them in a Cage, I can fay nothing of their

Song. All our Woods are full of a Sort of Birds, which are

Yellow all over, about the Bignefs of a Linnet, which has a

pretty Note, but -its Song is very fhort, and not varied. It-

has no other Name but that of its Colour, being called the Yel-

low Bird, A kind of Ortolan, whofe Plumage is of an Afti

Colour on the Back, and White under the Belly, and which they

call the Y/hite Bird, is the bell Songfter of all the Inhabitants of
our Woods : It is little inferior to the Nightingale of France^ but
it is the Male only that fmgs, the Female which is of a deeper
Colour is filent even in a Cage. This little Bird has a very
pretty Plumage, and is well called an Ortolan for its Tafte. I
know not where it retires during the Winter, but it is always
the firll to proclaim to us the Return of Spring. As foon as the

Snow is melted in fome Places, they come in great Flocks, and
we tî^ke as many of them as we pleafe.

It is feldom, but at a hundred Leagues from hence towards the

Ofthe Cardinal
^^'^^ begin to fee the Cardinal Bird,

^ .^
^ There are fome at Paris^ that were tranfported

fi-om Lcuifianay and I believe they will make
their Fortune in France^ if they can breed them there like the
Canary-Birds. - The Sweetnefs of its Song, the Brilliancy of its

Plumage, which is of a fine Scarlet, a little Tuft of Feathers they
have upon the Head, and which pretty well refembles the Crowns
which Painters give to Indian Kings and Americans^ feems to

confirm to them, the Empire of the Air. They have neverthelefs

a Rival here who would have all the Votes for it, if it pleafed
the Ear as much as it charms the Sight. This is what they call

in this Country VOifeau Mouche, (the Fly-Bird.) It is thus called

for two Reafons : The firil, on Account its

OftheFly-'Bird^ Smallnefs, for it is but little bigger than
nvith its Feathers. the common May-Bug, or Chaffer. The

fécond, is on Account of a pretty loud
Humming, which it makes with its Wings ; which is much like
that of a great Fly. Its Legs, which are about an Inch long,
are like two Needles, its Bill is the fame, and it puts out of it a
little Trunk, which it thrufts into the Flowers, to draw out their

Juice, upon which it feeds. The Female has nothing brilliant,

N o a pretty
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a pretty fine White under tlie Beliy, and an Aih Colour on the

reil of her Body, is all its Ornament ; but the Male is a perfeft

Beauty. It has on the Top of the Head, a little Tuft ofa beautiful

Black, the Throat red, the,Belly white, the Back, the Wings,
und the Tail of a green like that of Rofe Leaves ; a Lay of
Gold fpread over all this Plumage gives it a great Brilliancy,

and a little imperceptible Down, gives it the finefl Shades that'

can be feen.

Some Travellers have confounded it with the Humming-Bird,

Hcav it differs
the Hands ; and in Faél it appears to be a

fromth^ Humrmn'^
Species of it; but that is a little bigger, its

Bird
^ '^^^^^^^^^ Plumage is notfo brilliant, and its Bill bent

a little downward. I may however be deceived

in regard to the Brilliancy of the tlumming- Bird's Plumage,
becaufe I have never feen any alive. Some have faid it has a
very melodious Song, if this is true, it has a great Advantage
over our Fly-Bird, which Nobody has heard fmg. But I have
heard myfelf a Female, v/hich whifded in a harfh and difagree-

able Note. This Bird has a very llrong Wing, and flies, with
furprizing Swiftnefs ; you fee it upon a Flower, and in a Moment
it rifes up to a great Height in the Air, almoft perpendicular.

It is an Enemy to the Crow, and a dangerous one too. I heard one
fay, v^^howas worthy of Credit, that he has feen one fuddenly

quit a Flower it was fucking, rife up as fwift as Lightning, and
go and thruft itfelf under the Wing of a Crow, that was float-

ing very high in the Air, with its Wings fpread out, and peirc-

ing it with its Trunk, made it fall down dead ; either kill'd

by the Fall, or the Wound.
The Fly-Bird feeks Flowers, which have the ftrongefl: Smell ;

and it fucks them, keeping always upon the Fluttering : But itrefts

itfelf from Time to Time ; and then one may view it perfeélly :

They have been keptfome Time upon fagared "Water, and Flow-
ers; I kept one formerly for 24 Hours : It fufiered itfelf to

betaken, and handled, and feigned itfelf dead ; as foon as I let

it go, it took its Flight, and kept fluttering about my Window : I

made a Prefent of it to one of my Friends, who the next Morn-
ing found it dead ; and that Night there had been a little Froft.

Thefe little Axnimals take Care to fhun the firfl: cold Weather,

It is very probable, that they return towards Carolina ; and it is

asTored that they are not there but in the Winter. They make their

Neils in Canada, where they hang them to a Branch of a Tree,

and turn them in fuch Manner, that they are fheltered from all

the Injuries of the Weather. Nothing is fo neat as thefe Nells.

The Bottom is made of very little Bits of Wood, platted like a

Ba&et ; and the Infide is lined with I know not what Sort of

Down 5 which ,appears like Silk. The Eggs are about the Big-

nels
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nefs of a Pea, and have yellow Spots upon a white Ground.
They fay they have commonly three, and fometimes live Eggs.
Amongft the Reptiles of this Country, I know of none but

Of the Rattle
Rattle-Snake that deferves any Attention.

SnJte
^ ^ ' There are fom.e of thcfe as big as a Man's

Leg, and fometimes bigger, and they are

long in Proportion : But there are fome, and I believe the

greateft Number, that are not bigger nor longer than our largeil:

Adders in France : Their Shape is pretty fmgular. Upon a fiac

and very thick Neck they have but a fmali Head : Their Co-
lours are lively, without being brilliant ; a pale Yellow predo-

minates, with fome Clouds that are pretty enough.
But what is moft remarkable in this Animal, is its Tail, which

is fcaly like a Coat of Mail, a little Hat ; and they fay that it

grows every Year one Ring or Row of Scales, fo that they know
its Age by its Tail, as v/e do that of a Horfe by his Teeth. In
moving, it makes the fame Noife as a Cricket in flying : For
you know, without Doubt, Madam, that the pretended Singing
of a Cricket is only the Noife of its Wings. And the Refem-
blance I fpeak of is fo alike, that I have often been deceived by
it myfelf : It is this Noife that has given this Serpent the Name
it bears.

The Bite of this Serpent is mortal, if a Remedy is not applied

immediately ; but Providence has provided a Remedy. In all

the Places where this dangerous Reptile is found, there grows a

Plant which is called Rattle- Snake Herb ; the Root of which is a
certain Antidote againil: the Venom of this Serpent : It need
only be pounded or chewed, and applied like a Poultice upon
the Wound : It is a beautiful Plant, and eafily known : Its round
Stalk, a little bigger than a Goofe's Quill, rifes to the Height of
three or four Feet, and ends in a yellow Flower of the Shape and
Bignefs of a common Daifey : This Flower has a very fweet

Smell. The Leaves of the Plant are oval, and are fupported
iive together, like the Claw of a Turkey, by a Stalk of an Inch
long.

The Rattle-Snake feldom attacks the PafTenger that does not
meddle with it. I have had one at my Feet, which was cer-

tainly more afraid than myfelf ; for I did not perceive it till it

was running away : But if you tread upon it, you are immedi-
ately Hung ; and if you purfue it, if it^has but a little Time to

recover itfelf, it folds itfelf round with the Head in the Middle,
and then darts itfelf with great Violence and Fury againft its

Purfuer : Neverthelefs, the Savages chace it, and find its Flèfh

very good. I have even heard fome Frenchms7iy who had taâed
It, fay, that it was not bad eating ; but they were Travellers, and
fiioh People think every Thing good, becaufe tliey are often

N 2 huîîgrj^.
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hungry. But this is at leail certain, that it does no Harm to

thofe that eat it.

I know not. Madam, whether I fhould undertake to fpcak to

nf iU W ^ you of the Woods of Canada, We are in the

Canada
^'^^^ greateft Forefcs in the World,

y * In all Appearance they are as old as the

World itfelf, and were not planted by the Hands of Men. No-
thing is more magnificent to the Sight ; the Trees lofe îhem-
feîves in the Clouds ; and there is fuch a prodi8;ious Variety of
Species, that even among thofe Perfons who have taken molt
Pains to know them^ there is not one perhaps that knows
half the Number. As to their Quality, and the Ufes to which
they may be employed, the Sentiments are fo différent in this

Country, and in France^ that I even defpair of ever being able

to give you that Satisfadion which I could wiih upon this Article :

At leail, for the prefent, 1 muft confine iwyîtlï to fome Obferva-
tions which I have made myfelf, and have had from other Peo-
ple, who have more Skill and Experience in this Matter than
myfelf.

What Uruck my Sight moft the firil Time I came into this

OfthetujoS"'
Country, were the Pines, the Firs, and the

'^^^
Cedars, v/hich are of furprizing Height and

aes Dj tines.
Bignefs. There are here two Sorts of Pines.

They all produce a Rofin which is very fit to make Pitch and
Tar : The white Pines, at leaft fome of them, have at the very
Tops of them a Kind of Muiliroom, which the Inhabitants call

Guarigue^ and which the Savages make Ufe of with Siiccefs

againft Dif rders of the Breafc and Bloody-Fluxes. The red

Pines are fuUell: of Gum, and the heavieft Wood, but they do not

grow fo large. The Lands v/hich produce both Sorts, ar3 not

the bell to produce Grain ; they generally confifl of Gravel,

Sand, and Clay.

There are four Species of Fir in Canada ; the firfl refembles

p n . our's : The other three Sorts are the Whiie^
tour bpeaes cf

^^^^^ ^^^^ the Spruce : The fécond rmd
the fourth Sort grow very high, and are £t

for Mails, efpecialiy the White, which is alfo fit for Carpenters

Work : It grows generally in wet and black Lands ; but which
being drained, may bear all Sorts of Grain : Its Bark is fmooth
and fhining ; and there grows upon it fome little Bladders, the

Bignefs of a Kidney*Bean, which contain a Kind of Turpen-
tine, moft excellent for Wounds, which it cures in a fhort Time;
and even for Fraélures. They affirm, that it allays Fevers, and
cures the Diforders of the Stomach and Lungs. The Way to

ufe it, is to put two Drops of it into Broth : It has alfo a purg-

ing Quality. This is what they call at Paris^ the White Bal/am,

The
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The red Fir has fcarce any Refemblance with the white t Its

Wood is heavy, and may be employed for Building. The
Lands where it grows are only Gravel and Clay. The Spruce

Fir is gummy, but does not throv/ cut enough Gum tc be made
Ufe of : Its Wood lafls a long Time in the Earth without rot-

ting, which renders it very ht to make Inclofures : Its Bark is

very fit for the Tanners ; and the Savages make of it a Dye^
which is pretty near a deep Blue, The greatelt Part of the

Land where this Tree grows, is Clay. I have neverthelefs feen

fome very large in a fandy Soil, but perhaps under the Sand
there might be Clay.

The Cedars are of two Species, White and Red : The firft

^ ^ . are the largeil : They make Pales of it ; and^Ijwo bpeaes oj ^^^^ ^.^^^ ^^^^^ generally make
^'^"^^^^

Shingles with, becaufe of its Lightnefs.

There diilills from it a Kind of Incenfe, or Perfume-; but it

bears no FruitJike that oi Mount Lebanon, The red Cedar is

fmaller ; The moft feniible Difference between one and the other

is, that the Smell of the firil is in its Leaves, and of the other in

the Wood ; but the lafl is by much the moft agreeable. The
Cedar, at leaft the White, grows only in a very good Soil,

There are every where in Canada two Species of Oaks, di-

Of the Oah ^inguiihed by the Names of White and Red.

Malle ^vHi"*
The firft are often found in a low, wet, and

ri '1 fertile Soil, which is fit to produce Grain and

Walnut
^^^^ Pulfe. The Red, whole Wood is lefs

' * efteemed, grows in a dry and fandy Soil :

Both Kinds bear Acorns.---The Maple is very common in Ca-*

Kadtty and fome are very large, of which they make handfome
Furniture : They grow on high Grounds, which are fitteft for

Fruit-Trees. They call the Female Maple here Rhene^ the
Wood of which is wav'd, but paler than that of the Male : In
e ther Refpeds it has the fame Sh^ipe and Qualities ; but it

requires a wet and fruitful Soil. The wild Cherry-Tree,
which grows prom ifcuou fly with the Maple and the White
Wood, makes very fine Furniture : It yields more Water or

Juice than the Maple ; but it is bitter, and the Sugar made of
it never lofes its Bitternefs. The Savages make Ufe of its Baik
in certain Diforders that happen to Women.

There are in Canada three Sorts of Alh ; the True, the Mon*
grel, and the Baftard : The firft Sort, which grows amongft
the Maples, is fit for the Carpenters Ufe, and to make Calks for
dry Goods : The fécond has the fame Properties, and grows as
ihe Baftard Kind does, only in a low and good Soil.

They reckon alfo in this Country three Kinds of Walnuts ;

the hard, the foft, and a third Kind which has a very thin Bark :

The
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The hard Kind bears very fmail Nuts, good to eat, but hard to

ftiell : Its Wood is good for nothing but to burn. The fofc

£ind bears long Nuts, as big as thofe of France, but the Shells

#re very hard ; The Kernels are excellent. The Wood is not

fo fine as our's ; but to make Amends, it fcarce ever decays, ei«

-tber in Earth or in Water, and is with Difficulty confumed in

the Fire. The third Sort bears Nuts of the Bignefs of the

iirft,, but in a greater Quantity ; which are bitter, and inclofed

•in very foft Shells. They make very good Oil of thefe Nuts.

This Tree yields fweeter Water than the Maple, but in a fmaller

Quantity ; It grows only, like the foft Walnut, in the bell Soils.

Beach Trees are very plentiful here. I have feen fome on
iandy Hills, and in very fruitful low Lands : They bear much
Mail, from which it would be eafy to extrad an Oil. The Bears

.make it their principal Food, as do alfo the Partridges, The
Wood is very foft, and fit to make Oars for Boats ; but the Rud-
ders of Canoes are made of Maple, The White Wood, which
grows amongft the Maple and the wild Cherry, is very plenty.

Tàefe Trees grov/ large and lirait : They make Boards and
Planks of them, and alio Cafks for dry Goods : It is foft, and
eafy to v^ork. The Savages peel off the Bark to cover their

. Cabins.

Elms are very common through the whole Country. There

^ p . ^ are white and red. The Wood of the firil
invo b}eaes of

^ardefi: to work, but lads longeft. The Iro^

quozs make their Canoes of the Bark of the

sred Elm : There are fome of a fingle Piece, which will hold

twenty Men. There are alfo fome hollow Elms, where the Bears

find wild Cats retire from No'vemher to April, The Afpen-Tree
-çommonly grows here by the Sides of Rivers and Marlhes.

They find in the thickeil Woods a great Number of Plumb-

Trees culiar to
"^^^^^j ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ "^^^7 T\\:t

_

rees pecu tar o
j^^j^gg^r-Tree is a Shrub vety pithy, which

i^ountry.
^.^^^^ Bunches of a lharp Fruit, of an Ox»

BÎQOd Colour. By infufmg them in Water they make a Kind of

Vinegar. The Pemine is another Kind of Shrub which grows

by the Side of Brooks, and Meadows. It bears a Bunch of

frmt of a lively red, which is aftringent. There are three

Sorts of Goolberries that grow naturally in this Country. They
the fame as in France, The Sloe grows here as in France :

*Thk Fruit is wonderful for curing the Bloody-Flux in a very

Ib^rfc Time* The Savages dry them as we do Cherries in

jF^mee'%

The Jtoca is a Fruit with Kernels as big as a Cherry : This

fhxkt^ which runs upon the Ground in the Marflies^ produces

m
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its Fruit in the Water. The Fruit is fliarp, and they make
Sweet-Meats of it. The White-Thorn is found by the Sides of
Rivers, and produces much Fruit with three Kernels. This is

the Food of many wild Beads. They call here the Cotton-
Tree a Plant which ihoots up like Afparagus, to the Height of
about three Feet, at the Top of which grow many Tufts of
Flowers. In the Morning, before the Dew is off, they fhake
thefe Flowers, and there falls off with the Water a Kind q£
Honey, which is made into Sugar by boiling. The Seed grows
in a Bladder, which contains a very fine Sort of Cotton* The
Soliel (the Sun) is another Plant very common in the Fields of
the Savages, and which grows feven or eight Feet high. Its

Flower, which is very large, is in the Shape of a Marigold, and
the Seed grows in the fame Manner. The Savages by boiling
it draw out an Oil, with which they greafe their Hair. The
Plants which thefe People principally cultivate are Maiz, or
TurÂey Whesity Kidney Beans, Gourds, and Melons. They
liave a Kind of Gourd lefs than our's, which has a fweet
Tafte, They boil them whole, or roaft them under the Aflies,

and eat them thus without any thing with them. The Savages
before our Arrival here had the common Melons, and the Wa-
ter Melons. The firft are as good as our's in France^ efpecially

in this Ifland, where they are very plenty. Hops and Maiden-
Hair are the natural Growth of this Country ; but the Maiden».
Hair grows higher here, and is infinitely better than in France.— Here is a Letter, Madam, in which you will eafiiy.

diftinguifh a Traveller who ranges thro' the Woods and Plains
of Canada^ and who is entertained with every thing that pre^
fenrs itfelf to his View,

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

Of the Caufes of the Cold of Canada, Of the Refources they ha^ue

for Suhffence. Of the Charader of //^French Canadians,

Madam, Montreal, April 7.2*

IT is furpriTing that in France, where they fo often fee Per-^

fons who have paiTed a good Part of their Lives in Canada^
they lliould have fuch a wrong Idea of this Country. This pro-

Canada is not
^^^^^ without Doubt from the Information

kno^m in France
^^^^(q. People who know it by its worte

7 T a Side. The Winter generally besoins before
tut by Its ^orjt ^1 ^ tr r *i r r j •

the VelieiS lail tor prance^ and it begins in a
^ Manner that ailonilhes thofe v/ho are not

ufed to it. The firft Froft fills the Rivers with Ice in a few
Days, and the Earth is foon covered with Snow, which lalh

fix Months, and always rifes fix Feet high where the Wind has
not Power.
There is indeed no Want of Wood to provide a^ainft the

ExcefJîve Cold
which foon becomes exceffvc, and lafts

c^tv 0 ^.jj Spring is pretty forward : But it is

very melancholy not to be able to ftir out without being frozen,

or without being wrapt up in Furs like a Bear. Befides, What
a Sight is the Snow, which dazzles one's Eyes, and hides all

the Beauties of Nature ! There is no longer any Difference be-

tween the Rivers and the Fields, no more Variety, even the

Trees are covered with a Rime, and all their Branches are hung
with Ificles, under which it is not fafe to (land. What can one
think when we fee the Horfes have Beards of Ice^a Foot long?

And how can one travel in a Country, where the Bears for fix

Months dare not venture out of their Holes ? And indeed, I

never pafTed a Winter in this Country, but I faw fome People

who were carried to the Hofpital, to have their Legs and Arms
cut off that were frozen. In Fa£l, if the Sky is clear, there

blows from the weftern Parts a Wind that cuts the Face. If the

Wind turns to the South or the Eaft, the Weather grows a little

milder, but there falls fuch a thick Snow, that you cannot fee

ten Paces at Noon Day. If there comes a thawing Air, adieu

to all the Capons, Quarters of Beef and Mutton, the Fowls and

the Filh, which had been laid up in the Store-Rooms : So that in

Spight of the Rigour of the exceffivc Cold, they are ftill ob-

liged to wifli for its Continuance. It is to no Purpofe to fay

the
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tke Winters are not fo cold as they were eighty Years ago, that

in all Appearance they will grow milder hereafter. The Misfor-

tune of thofe who came before us, and the good Fortune of thofe

who fhall come after us, is no Cure for the prefent Evil which
we fulFer. A Creole of Martinico, who fhould have landed the

firlVTime i\\ France during the great Froft in 1709, would he
have been much relieved by hearing me fay, who came at that

Time from Quebec ^ that the Cold was not fo lharp as in Canada?
For though 1 fpoke the Truth, and had good Evidences of it,

yet he might have anfwered me, that he did not find the Cold
of Fra?ice lefs piercing by hearing that it was iharper Hill ia

Canada. Neverthelefs, as foon as the Month of May is come,
the Scene is foon changed, the Sweetnefs of this End of the

Spring is fo much the more pleafing, as it fucceeds a more ri-

gorous Seafon. The Heat of the Summer, which in lefs than

four Months Time fhews us both Seed-Time and Harvefl (a)

y

the Serenity of the Autumn, in which we enjoy a Courfe of

fine Days, which are feldom feen in moll: of the Provinces

of France : All this, added to the Liberty which they enjoy in

this Country, is a Compenfation which makes many People

think an Abode here, at leall as agreeable as in the Kingdom
where they were born ; and it is certain, that our Canadians do
not fcruple to give it the Preference.

After all, there are in this excefTiveand long Cold, fome In-

J . conveniencies which can never be well re«
Thelncon^emen^

medied : I fliall Place in the' firft Rank, the

CM
^'''""^

Difficulty of feeding Cattle, which during
^ ' the whole Winter can find abfolutely nothing

in the Fields, and of Confequence colt much to feed, and the

Flelh ofwhich, after. Jx Months dry Food, has fcarce any Tafte.

The Fowls require alfo a great deal of Care, and much Corn,
to preferve them during fo long and fevere a Winter. If we fave

thç Expence by killing at the End of O^cier, all the Animals
we are to eat till May, one may eafily judge that fuch Meat h
very inlipid, and in the Manner that I have faid they take l^îûi

under the Ice, they cannot be very plenty ; befides that, they

are immediately frozen. So that it is almoft impofiible K), have
them frelh in the Seafon when it is moft difficult to do without.
We fhould alfo be very much embarrafTed during Lent, without
Cod and Eels. There is at that Time frelli Butter and Eggs ;

and there is but little Nourilhment to be expeded in eating the

faJ They plow the Fields in Summer, they fow from the midH of j^^ril

to the loth of May, they cut the Corn from the 15th of ^uguji to the 20'th

of September. The Lands that are not plowed till the Spring hear lefs,

becaufe they are not fo v/eU impregnated with the nitrous Parts of the
Snow»

O .Fulfey
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Puîfe, and Roots, v/iiich they preferve in Store-Rooms as well

as they can, but which has fcarce any Virtue when they have
been kept there fome Months.

Add to this, that excepting Apples^ which are excellent

here, and the fmall Summer Fruits which do not keep, the

Fruits of France have not fucceeded in Canada, Thefe, Ma-
dam, are the Difadvantages which are caufed by the great Cold.
We are, notwithftanding, as near the Sun as they are in the

moil fouthern Provinces of France^ and as we advance in the

Colony, we come nearer ftill. From whence can this different

Temperature of the Air proceed under the fame Parallels ?

This is what, in my Opinion, no Perfon has yet well ex-

plained.

T he greatefl Part of the Authors ^ who have treated on this

Reftexion on the
^^^^ fatisfied themfelves with fay-

C ufès^of^he reat
^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ fevere Cold proceeds

PlJ^
y gt a

from the Snow's laying fo long on the
^ * Ground, that it is impoffible that the Ground

fliould be well warmed again. But this Anfwer makes the

Difhculty ilill greater, for one may afk what is it that produces

this great Quantity of Snow, in Clim.ates as hot as Languedoc^

and Fro'vence, and in Parts that are much more diftant from any
Mountains. The Sieur Denys ^ whom I have cited feveral Times
before, afTerts, that the Trees grow green before the Sun is

high enough above the Horizon to melt the Snow, and to warm
the Earth; that may be true in Acadia, and on all the Sea

Coafts, but every where elfe it is certâin that all the Snow is

melted in the thickell Forefl: before tliere is a Leaf upon the

Trees. This Author feems not to have any better Authority for

faying, that the Snow melts rather by t'^e Heat of the Earth,

than that of the Air, and that it is always at the Bottom that it

begins to melt : For who can be perfuaded that the Earth, co-

vered with a frozen Water, fhould have more Heat than the

Air, which receives iiTimediately the Heat of the Rays of the

Sun. Befîdes, it does not Anfwer the Queftion, what is the

Caufe of this Deluge of Snow, which overflows vail Countries

in the midi! of the temperate Zone ?

There is no Doubt but that, general] y fpeaking^ the Moun-
tains, Woods, and Lakes^ contribute m.uch to it ; but it appears

to me, that we muft iliîi feek for other Caufes. Y^^ûi^x Jofeph

Brejjani, an Italian Je/uif^ who pail the belt Years of his Lite in

Canada, has left us in his native Tongue, a Relation of Nc^aj

prance, in which he endeavours to clear up this Point of Phi-

Icfrphyo He cannot allow that we Ihould attribute the Cold;,

of which we feek the Caufe, to any of the Caufes I have juft

inentioned, ^in, the Mo^intains, Woods, and Lakes, with which
this
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this Country abounds ; but he feems to go too far ; for there is

nothing to anfwer againft Experience, which makes us fenfible of

the Abatement of the Cold, in Proporti; n as the Country is clear-

ed of the Woods, altho' is not *in fo great a Proportion as it

ought to be, if the Thicknefs of the Woods was the principal

Caufe of it. What he allows himfelf, that it is common to fee

a Froft in Summer after a very hot Day, appears to me a De-
monftration againil him ; for how can we explain this Phœno-
menon otherwife, than by faying that the Sun having opened

in the Day Time the Pores of the Earth, the Moiilure that

was inclofed in it, and the nitrous Particles which the Snow left

in it in great Quantities, and the Heat which is continued

after the fetting of the Sun, in an Air fo fubtil as that we breathe

in this Country, form thefe little Frofts in the fame Manner as

we make Ice on the Fire : Now the Moifture of the Air is

evidently a great Part of the Caufe of the Cold ; and from

whence fhould this Moifture come in a Country where the Soil

is generally mixt with much Sand, if it was not from the

Lakes and the Rivers, from the Thicknefs of the Forefts, and
from Mountains covered with Snow, which in melting water

the Plains, and from Winds which carry the Exhalations every

where.

But if Father BreJJani was miflaken, as I think, from exclud-

ing all thefe Things from the Caufes of the exceflive Cold of

Canada^ what he fubftitutes in Lieu thereof, feems to me to

contribute greatly towards it. There are, fays he, in the hot-

teft Climates, fome moift Lands, and there are fome very dry in

the coldell Countries : Buta certain Mixture of dry and moift

makes Ice and Snow, the Quantity of which makes the Excefs

and Duration of the Cold. Now if one was to travel but very

little in Canada^ we fhould perceive this Mixture in a very re-

markable Manner. It is without Contradiction a Country
where there is the moll Water of any Country in tlie World,
and there are few, where the Soil is more mixt with Stones and
Sand. Add to this, it feldom rains here, and the Air is ex-

tremely pure and healthy ; a certain Proof of the natural Dry-
nefs of the Earth. In Fdél, Father Breffhni afhrms, that during
fixteen Years that the Million fubiifted in the Country of the

Hurons, there lived there at the fame Time llxty French?nen^ many
of whom were of a tender Conilitution ; that they all fared very
hardly in Point oi Diet, and faifered in other Refpedls beyond
all Imagination, and that not one died.

In Fad, this prodigious Multitude of Rivers and Lakes,
which occupy as much Space in hle^jj France as half the Lands
n Europe^ one would imagine fhould furniih the Air with new
Vapours j but; befides that the greateft Part of thefe Waters

O 2
, are
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ar€ very clear, arid on a Tandy Bottom, their great and continu

Agitation blunt the Rays of the Sun, hinder it from raifing many
Vapours, or caufes them to fall again in the Fogs ; for the

Winds excite upon thefe frefli Water Seas as frequent and as

violent Storms as upon the Ocean : And this alfo is the true

Reafon why it feldom rains at Sea.

The fécond Caufe of the exce/Tive Cold of Canada^ according
to Father BreJJani^ is the Neighbourhood of the Northern Sea,

covered with monflrous Heaps of Ice above eight Months in the

Year. You may here recoiled. Madam, what I faid in my firft

Letter of the Cold we felt in the Dog Days, from the Neigh-
bourhood of a floating Ifland of Ice, or rather from the Wind
v/hich blew upon us from the Side where it was, and which
ceafed the Moment it was under the Wind. It is moreover
certain, that is does not fnow here, but with a North ii^^afc Wind,
which comes from the Quarter where the Ice of the North lies

;

and though we do not feel fo great Cold while the Snow falls,

there is no Doubt but it contributes greatly to render fo piercing
the Weft and North Weft Winds, which come to us acrofs vaft

Countries, and a great Chain of Mountains v/hich are covered
with Snow.

Laftly, if we take the Opinion of this Italian Miflionary, the
Height of the Land is not the leaft Caufe of the SuiTtiity of the
Air which we breathe in this Country, and coYifeq-uefi^ly of the

Severity of the Cold. Viiûïtr Breffani takes great Pèi-ïi^ to prove
this Elevation by the Depth of the Sea^ v/hich' -in^rêare s , fays

he, in Proportion as we approach Canada'^ -and by the Number
and Height of the Falls of the Pvivers. But it feems to me that

the Depth of the Sea proves nothing at all, and that the Falls

of the River St. Laurence^ and of fome Rivers in Ne^w France^

prove no more than the Catara£ls of the Nile, On the other

Hand, we do not obferve that from Montreal where the Falls

begin, down to the Sea, that the River St, Laureiice is much
more rapid than fome of our Rivers in Europe, I think there-

fore, we muft keep to the Neighbourhood of the Ice of the

North, as the Caufe of the Cold, and that even in Spite of this

Neighboî^rhood, if Canada was as free from Woods, and as well

peopled as France^ the Winters here would not be fo long and

fo fevere. But they would be always more fo than in France^

becaufe of the Serenity and Purity of the Air : For it is certain

that in Winter, all other Things being equal, the Froft is

keener when the Sky is clear, and the Sun hasrarified jhc Air.

When the Winter is paft, Fifhing, Shooting, and Hunting,

i-iy ; 27 '^-z? abundantly fupplies thofe with Proviflons
OftheEeiiup^ who take the Pains for it: Béfides^hè Fifti

^^y* and Wild Fovvl, which I have already men-

tioned, the River St, Laurence and the Foreft, furnifh the Inha-

bitantâ



Travels in Ncrih America loi

bitants with two Sorts of Manna, as we may call it, which are

a great Support to them. From ^ehec to Trois Rinjieres, they

take in the River 4 prodigious Quantity of great Eels, which
come down, as they fay, from Lake O?itario, where Éhej

are bred in fome Marfhes, on the Side of the Lake ; but as they

meet, as I before remarked, with white Porpoifes, which chafé^

them, the greatelt Part flri\'e to return a^ain, and this is the
Reafon they take fuch a great Number. They fiiîi for them in
this Manner : Upon a Part of the Shore which is covered at

high Water, and which is left dry when the Tide falls, they
place Boxes at certain Diftances, and £x them agaitîfl: a Fence
of Ozier Hurdles, which leaves no Paffage open for the Eels.

Large Nets, or Bafkets of the fame. Matter, are fixed by the nar- •

roweil End into thefe Boxes, and the other End, which is very
wide, lies againil the Hurdles, upon which they place at Inter-

vals feme Bunches of Greens. When all is covered with the

Tide, the Eels, which always run to the Side, and which are en-
ticed by the Greens, come in great Numbers along this Fence,
and enter into the Bafkets, which condud them to the Prifons

prepared for them. '^And often in one Tide the Boxes are

filled. ' v^
;;

-

Thefe Eels are biggeî' than cur's, and yield a great deal of
Oil. I have already obferved, that with whatfoever Sauce they
are eaten, they always retain a rank Tade, to which we can-
not reconcile ourfelvcs but with Difficulty : Perhaps this is the

Fault of our Cooks. Their Bones all terminate in a Point a
little bent, which I do not remember to have feen in thofe of
France. The bell: Method of dreffing this Filh is to hang it up
in the Chimney, and there let it roaft ilowly in its Skin : This
Skin comes off of itfelf, and all the Oil runs out» As they pro-
vide great Store of them dtiring the three Months that the
Fifhery lafls, they fait them, and put them in Barrels like Her-
rings. The other Manna I fpoke of, is a Kind of Wood-Pi-?
geons, which com^ here in the Months of May and June, It
is faid that formerly they darkened the Air by their Multitudes,
but it is not the fame now. Neverthelefs, there ftill comes into
the Neighbourhood of the Towns a pretty large Number to reft

upon the Trees. They commonly call them Tourtes, and they
differ in Fadl: from Wood-Pigcons, Turtles, and the common
Pigeons of Europe, enough to make a fourth Species. They
are fmaller than our largeft Pigeons of Europe ; but have their

Eyes, and the like Clouds of their Neck. Their Plumage is of a
dark brown, except their Wings, where they have fome Feathers
of a very fine blue.

One would think that thefe Birds fought to be killed, for if

there is any dry Branch on a Tree, they chufe that to perch

upon I
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upon ; and they range themfelves in fuch a Manner, that the

woril Markfman may knock down fix at lead with one Shot.

They have aîfo found a Way to take many alive, and they feed

them till the firil Frofl ; then they kiil them, and lay them up in

îheir Store-Rooms, where they keep all the Winter.

It follows from hence. Madam, that every one here has the Ne-

The hatp' Co't
^^^^^^^^ \Mt : They pay little to the King;

ditionofth^lnha
Inhabitant knows neither Land-Tax nor

îmît^ofQ^xîzà^^
Pol I-Money ; he has Bread cheap ; Meat and

* Filh are not dear ; but Wine and Stuffs, and
every Thing they have from France^ is very dear. The mofl to

be pitied are the Gentlemen and Officers here, who have only
their Salaries, and are burthened with Families : The Women
feldom bring any other Portions to their Hufbands than much
W^it, Love, Agreeablenefs, and Fruitfulnefs. But as God gives

to the Marriages of this Country the BleiTing which he gave to

the Patriarchs, they ought alfo, in order to fubfrft fuch numerous
Families, to live like the Patriarchs ; but thofe Times are pail.

In Ne^-uj France there are more Gentlemen than in all the reft of
our Colonies together. The King maintains here twenty-eight

Companies of Marines, and three Eiats Majors, Many Families

liave been enobled here, and there have remained here feveral

OSicers of the Regiment of Carignan-Salières, which have peopled
the Country with Gentlemen, the greatefl Part of which find it

iiard to live. It would be harder with them Hill, if they were
Bot allowed to trade, and if every one here had not a common
Vxight to fiili, fhoot, and hunt.

After all, if they fufFer Want, they are a little to blame them-
jijr , felves. The Land is eood almoft every
31any anou: not , . a * ?^ j j j

^ ^ / f 7 where, and Ag-ncuiture does not degrade a
/?C^TU iQ make Ad- r-. ^^ tt ^\ • n

^ , . Gentleman. Hov/ many Gentlemen in ail
n age oj

Provinces of France would envy the com.-

mon Inhabitants of Canada if they knew it ; and thofe who
languifh here in a fhameful Indigence, can they be excufed for

not embracing a Frofeffion, which the fole Corruption of Man-
ners and weak Maxims have degraded from its antient Ho-
nour ? We do not know in the World a Country more healthy

than this : There prevails here no particular Difeafe ; the Fields

and Woods are full of Herbs of wonderful Virtue, and the

Trees diftill moft excellent Balfams. Thefe Advantages ought
at leail: to keep thofe in this Country who are born here ; but

Ficklenefs, and Averfion to diligent and regular Labour, and
a Spirit of Independency, have driven out a great Num-
ber of young People, and have hindered the'Colony from being
peopled.

Thefe,
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Thefe, Madam, are the Failings ofwhich they accufe, with the

n J J I ^ moft Foundation, the Fr^/^rî' of C^w/2^<2, The
^ood ana baa

gavages have alfo the fame ; one would think
^alities of tbe

^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^j,^ ^^^^ breathe in this vaâ
Creoles oj i^ana-

^ontinont contributes to it ; but the Exam-
^'^^

pie and Company of the natural Inhabitants,

who place all their Happinefs in Liberty and Independence, are

more than fufficient to form this Charaéler. They accufe alfo

our Creoles of being very greedy, and of heaping up Riches, and
truly for this Purpofe, they perform Things one would not

believe v>^ithout feeing : The Journies they undertake, the Fa-

tigues they endure, the Dangers they expofe themfelves to, the Ef-

forts they make, exceed all Imagination. There are, notv/ithlland-

in-g', few Men lefs covetous, v/ho diffipate more eafily what has

coil them fo much Pains to acquire, and who ihew lefs Concera
for having loft it. And there is no Room to doubt, but thac

they generally undertake thefe painful and dangerous Journies

through Inclination. They love to breathe an open Air, they

are accuftomed betimes to live a roving Life ; it has Charms
for them that makes them forget the paft Dangers and Fatigues 5

and they pride themfelves in braving them anew. They have
much Wit, (efpecially the Women, whofe Wit is brilliant anâ
eafy). They are faithful in Expedients, bold, and capable of
conducing Affairs of the greateft Moment. You have known^
Madam, more than one of this Charader, and you have oftea

expreffed to me your Surprize at it. I do afîure you, that

the greateft Part here are fuch ; and they are the fame in all

Ranks.
I know nor whether I fhould place among the Failings of

the Canadians^ the good Opinion they have of themfelves, ît

is certain at leaft that it infpires them with a Confidence that

makes them undertake and execute what would feem impoffible

to many others. We rnuil allow, on the oiher Hand, that they

have excellent Qualities. They are of a good Stature, and well

ihaped in Body. Their Strength of Conftitution is not always
anfwerable thereto ; and if the Canadians live long, they are old
and worn out betimes. This is not entirely their own Fault, it

is partly that of their Parents, who for the moft Part do not
watch enough over their Children to hinder them from ruining

« their Health in an Age, in which, when it is ruined, there is no
Refource. Their Agility and Dexterity are without equal ;

the moft fkilful Savages do not guide their Canoes better iîi

the moft dangerous Torrents, and are not better Markfmen,
Many People are perfuaded that they are not fit for the

Sciences, which require much Application, and a Courfe of
Study, Î cannot fay whether this Prejudice is well or ill

0 " founded.
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founded, for we have had no Canadian yet who has undertaken
to confute it. Perhaps they are fo only from the ioofe diiîipat-

ed Way they are brought up in. But every one mull acknow-
ledge, that they have a wonderful Genius for Mechanics : They
have fcarce any Need of Mailers to excel in them, and we fee

every Day feme who fucceed in all Trades without having
ferved an Apprénticelhip. ^ome charge them with Ingra-

titude, yet they have appeared to me to have Flearts good
enough, but their natural Levity often hinders them from con-

£dering the Duties that Gratitude requires. It is faid they

make bad Valets ; this is becaufe they are too high fpirited, and
love their Liberty toorriuch to fubmit to Servitude. On the other

Hand, they are very good Mailers. This is quite contrary to

what is Aiid of thofe from whom the greateft Part take their

Origin, They would be perfed Men, if with their own good
Qualities, they had preferved thofe of their Ancellors. Some
have complained that they are inconilant Friends : This is far

from being generally true, and in thofe who have given Room
for this Complaint, this proceeds fro*m their not being ufed to

any Reflraint, even in their own Affairs. If they are not eafy

to be difciplined, this comes from the fame Principle ; or be-

caufe they have a Difcipline of their own, which they think

the propereil to make War with the Savages, in which they

are not altogether in the wrong. On the other Pland, they feem
not to be Mailers of a certain Impetuofity, v/hich makes them
fitter for a Coup de Main^ or a fudden Expedition, than for the

regular and fettled Operations of a Campaign. It has alfo been
remarked, that amongfl a great Number of brave Men, who
have diftinguiflied themfelves in the late Wars, there have been
few found who had Talents to command. This was perhaps,

becaufe they had not fufficiently learnt how to obey. It is true

that when they are well headed, there is nothing they cannot

accomplifli, either by Land or Sea ; but for this End, they muft

have a great Opinion of their Commander. The late M.
d^Ibewilky who had all the good Qualities of his Country,,

without any of its Defcdls,. would have led them to the End of

the World.
There is one Thing upon which it is not eafy to excufe them,

which is, the little Regard they have for their Parents ; who
on their Side, have a Tendernefs for them that is not juilifiable.

The Savages fall into the fame Error, and it produces amongft

them the fame Effeéls. But what above all Things ihoul'd make
us value our Creoles is, that they have a great deal of Piety and

Religion, and that nothing is wanting in their Education on

this Point. It is alfo true, that out of their own Country they

retain fcarce any of their Faults. As with this, they are ex-
' tremcly
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trcmely brave and dexterous, they might be rendered very fér-

viceable for War, for the Sea, and for the Arts ; and I believe it

would be for the Good of the State to promote their Increafe

more than has hitherto been done, Men are the principal

Riches of a Sovereign ; and Canada, though it could be of no
other Ufe to France, but for this Purpofe, would ftill be, if it was
well peopled, one of the moft important of our Colonies.

/ am, &c.

LETTER X.

0/* />^^ Iroquois Village, Of the V a-ll of .hovi^ ; andof the

different People 'who inhabit Canada.

Madam, Fall of St. Louis, Mî)^ 21.

THIS Village was at firll placed by St. Magdalen's Mea-
dow, about a League lower than the Fall of St. Louis, to-

wards the South. The Lands not being found fit for producing
Maiz, it was removed over-againft the Fall itfelf, from whence
it took the Name it flill bears, though it has been removed again
a few Years ago a League ftill higher. I have already faid that

its Situation is charming, that the Church and the Houfe of the

Miflionaries are two of the fineft Buildings in the Country
from which we may conclude, that efFedlual Meafures have been
taken not to be obliged to make more Removals. I reckoned,
when I came here, to go away immediately after the Eafer Ho-
lidays ; but nothing is more fubjedl to Difappointments of all

Kinds, than thefe Sort of Journies. I am yet uncertain of the

Day of my Departure ; and as we muft make Advantage of
every Thing, when v/e make fuch Excuriions as mine, I have
endeavoured to make Ufe of this Delay : I have pafTed the
Time in converfing with fome antient Miffionaries, who have
lived a long Time with the Savages, and have had from them
many Particulars concerning various People who inhabit this

vail Continent ; which. Madam, I fhall now communicate to

you.

The firll Land of America that we meet with coming fromi

f^r ^1 7 1 L' France to Canada, is the Ifiand of Ne^a:found-Uf the Inhabi' . . r .1 i /i . 1

tayits of New largeit that we know. It

foundland.
' could never be known for Certainty, whe-

ther It had any Native Inhabitants : Its Bar-
rennefs, fuppofmg it every where as real as it is thought to be,

is not a fafficient Proof that it has had no Native Inhabitants ;

P for
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for Fifliing and Hunting is fufficient to maintain Savages. THs
is certain, that here was never fcen any but Ejkimaux^ who are

not Natives of this Country. Their real Country is Labrador^

or Nenjo Britain : It is there at leaft that they pafs the greateft

Part of the Year ; for it would be prophaning the Name of Isla-

nde Country, to apply it to wandering Barbarians, who having
no AlFedlion for any Country, travel over a vaft Extent of
Land. In Fad, befides the Coafts of Newfoundland, which the

EJkimaux range over in the Summer, in all the vaft Continent
which is between the River St* Laurence and Canada, and the

North Sea, there has never been feen any other People than the

EJkimaux : They have been met with alfo a good Way up the
River Bourhcny which runs into Hud/on''s Bay, coming from the

Weil.

The original Name of thefe People is not certain ^ however.
It is very probable that it comes from the Abenaqui Word Efqui-

mafitfic-i which lignifies an Eater of raw Flejh.—The EJkimaux are

in Faél the only Savages known that eat raw Flefh, though they

ïiave alfo the Cuftom of drefling it, or drying it in the Sun : It

5s alfo certain, that of all the People known in America, there are

none who come nearer than thefe to compleat the £ril Idea
which Europeans had of Savages. They are almoft the only
People where the Men have any Beard ; and they have it fo

thick up to their Eyes, that it is difficult to diftinguifli any Fea-

tures of the Face : They have befides fomething hideous in their

Look : Little Eyes, looking wild ; .large Teeth, and very foul :

Their Hair is commonly black, but fometimes light, much in

Diforder, and their whole outv/ard Appearance very rough.

Their Manners and their Charadler do not difagree with their

ill Look : They are fierce, furly, miftruHful, and uneafy, always

inclined to do an Injury to Strangers, vvho ought therefore to be

upon their Guard againll them. As to their Wit and Under-
ftanding, we have had fo little Commerce with this People, that

we can fay nothing concerning them ; but they are however
cunning enough to do Mifchief. They have often been feen

to go in the Night to cut the Cables of Ships that were at An-
chor, that they might- be wrecked upon the Coaft ; and they

make no Scruple of attacking them openly in the Day, when
they know they are weakly mann'd. It was never poffible to

render them more tradable ; and we cannot yet treat with

them, but at the End of a long Pole. They not only refufe to

approach the Europeans, but they will eat nothing that comes^

from them ; and in all Things, ' they take on their Part fuch

Precaution, as fhev/s a great Diffidence, which gives Room to

miftruR- reciprocally every Thing that comes from them. They
are tall, and pretty well fliaped : Their Skin is as white as Snow,

which
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which proceeds without Doubt from their never going naked in

the hotteft Weather. Their Hair, their Beards, the Whitenefs

of their Skin, the little Refemblance and Commerce they have

with their neareft Neighbours, leaves no Room to doubt that they

have a different Origin from other Americans : But the Opinion

which makes them defcerided from the Bifcayners, feems to me
to have }ittle Foundation, efpecially if it is true, as I have been,

affured, that their Language is entirely different. For the reil,

their Alliance would do no great Honour to any Nation ; for if

there was no Country on the Face of the Earth lefs fit to be inha-

bited by Men than Newfoundland and Labrador^ there is perhaps

no People which deferve more to be confined here than the EJki^

maux. For my Part, Î am perfuaded they came originally from
Greenland*

Thefe Savages are covered in fuch a Manner, that you caa
hardly fee any Part of their Face, or the Ends of their Fingers,

Upon a Kind of Shirt made of Bladders, or the Guts of Fiih
cut in Slips, and pretty well fewed together, they have a Coat
made of Bear or Deer Skins, and fometimesof Birds Skins. A
Capuchin of the fame Stuff, and which is failened to it, covers
their Head ; on the Top of which there comes out a Tuft of
Hair, which hangs over their Forehead : The Shirt comes no
lower than their Waiil ; their Coat hangs behind down to their i.

Thighs, and terminates before in a Point fomething below the
Waiil; but the Women wear them both before and behind, to J
the Middle of the Leg, and bound with a Girdle, from which
hang little Bones. The Men have Breeches of Skins, with the
Hair inwards, and which are covered on the Outfide with the
Skins of Ermine, or fuch-like : They wear alfo Socks, v^ith the
Hair inwards, and over this a Boot, furred in like Manner on the
Infide ; then a fécond Sock and fécond Boots ; And they fay
that thefe Coverings for the Feet are fometimes three or four-
fold ; which does not, however, hinder thefe Savages from be-
ing very nimble. Their Arrows, which are the only Arms they
ufe, are armed with Points made of the Teeth of the Sea-Cow,
and they fometimes make them of Iron, when they can get it.

It appears that in Summer they keep in the open Air Night and
pay, but in the Winter they lodge under Ground in a Sort of
Cave, where they all lie one upon another.

We are little acquainted vv^ith the other People which are in

Of the Peotle of
Environs, and above Hud/on^s Bay. In

P^r/Nelfon
^ Southern Part of this Bay, they trade

with \h&MifiaJp,ns, the Mon/onis, the ÇriJîina^Xy
and the Jffinihmh, Thefe laft came here from a great Diftance,
fmce they inhabit the Borders of a Lake which is to the Nortli
or the North Weft of the Siouxy and their Language is a Dialed

? 2
•
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of the Sioux, The other three ufe the Algonquin Language.
The CriJ^inaux, or Killijiinofis, come from the North of the upper
Lake. The Savages of the Kivtr Botirbon (a), and the River
Sainte Tberefe, have a Language entirely different from either : It

is probable they are more acquainted with the EJkimaux Lan-
guage. It is obferved, that they are extremely fuperftitious, and
offer fome Sort of Sacrifices. Thofe who are the moft ac-
quainted with them affirm, that they have, like thofe of Canada^
a Notion of a good and evil Spirit ; that the Sun is their great
Deity ; and that when they deliberate on an important Affair,

they make him as it were fmoke ; which they perform in this

Manner : They affemble at Day-break in a Cabin of one of
their Chiefs ; who, after having lighted his Pipe, prefents it

three Times to the rifmg Sun ; then he guides it with both
Hands from the Eafl to the Well:, praying the Sun to favour the
Nation. This being done, all the Affembly fmoke in the fame
Pipe. All thefe Savages, though they are of five or fix difi^srent

Nations, are known in the French Relations by the Name of the

Sauenois, becaufe the Country where they inhabit is low, marfiiy,

poorly wooded, and becaufe in Canada they call Sa^vanes (b) thofe

wet Lands which are good for nothing.

Going to the North of the Bay, we find two Rivers ; the firfi:

of v/hich is called the Danes Ri^ver, and the fécond the Ri^ver of
Seals, There are fome Savages on the Sides of thefe P^ivers, to

^^jvhom they have given (I know not why) the Name, or rather

'he Nick-Name, of the fiat Sides of Dogs, They are often at

.^^ar againft the Sa^janois, but neither one nor the other treat

eir Prilbners with that Barbarity which is ufual amongH the

~anadians ; they only keep them in Slavery. The Salamis are

often reduced by Want to Grange Extremities : Either through
dlenefs on their Part, or that their Land produces nothing at

ail, they find themfelves, when the Chace and the Fiihery fail,

without any Proyifions ; and then it is faid, they make no Diffi-

culty to eat one another : The Weakeft, no Doubt, go firfi:. It

is alfo faid, that it is a Cuilom amongft them, that when a Man
is arrived to an Age in v/liich he can be of no longer Service to

his Family, but on the contrary a Burden to it, he puts a Cord
himfelf about his Neck, and prefents the two Ends of it to him
of his Sons whom he is moft fond of, who ftrangles him as foon

as he can : He even thinks that in this he does a good Adlion,

(a) They fay that when they have gone one hundred Leagues up this Ri-

ver, it is no longer navigable for fifty Leagues, and that afterwards it runs

in the midft of a very fine Country, and this lafls to the Lake of the AJfm-
^£?/7j, where it fifes,

(h) The Evglrfi call them Swamp,
not
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not only becaufe he puts an End to the Sufferings of his Father,

but alfo becaufe he is perfuaded he hallens his Happinefs ; for

thefe Savages imagine that a Man who dies in old Age, is born

again in the other World at the Age of a fucking Child ; and

that on the contrary, thofe who die young, are old when they

come into the Country of Souls. The Daughters of thefe Peo.

pie never marry, but with the Confent of their Parents, and the

Son-in-Law is obliged to live with his Father-in-Law, and be

fubjedlto him in every Thing, till he has Children. The Sons

leave their Father's Houfe early. Thefe Savages burn their

Dead, and wrap up their Aihes in the Bark of a Tree, which
they bury in the Earth : Then they raife over the Grave a Kind
of Monument with Poles, to which they fallen Tobacco, that the

Deceafed may have wherewith to fmoke in the other World. IF

he was a Hunter, they hang up alfo his Bow and Arrows. Tho'
the Mothers' weep for théir Children twenty Days, the Fathers

receive Prefents, and in Return make a Feail, War is much
lefs honourable amongfl them than the Chace ; but to be
efteemed a good Hunter, they muft fail three Days together

without taking the leaft Nourifhment, having their Facei?

fmeared with Black all this Tim.e. When the Fail: is over, the

Candidate facrilices to the Great Spirit a Piece of each of the

Beafts he hath been wont to hunt ; this is commonly the Tongue
and the Muzzle, which at other Times is the Hunter's Share :

His Family or Relations don't touch it ; and they v/ould eveu
fooner die with Plunger than eat any of it, it being appropri-

ated to the Hunter to feail his Friends and Strangers with. As
to the reft, they fay that thefe Savages are perfectly difmterefted^

and are of moft inviolable Fidelity ; that they cannot bear a
Lye, and look upon all Deceit with Horror.

This is. Madam, all that I could learn of thefe Northern Peo-
ple, with whom we never had a fettled Intercourfe, and whom
we never faw but en pajjant. Let us come to thofe we are

' better acquainted with.—One may divide them into three Claffes^

diflinguifhed by their Language, and their particular Genius.
In that Extent of Country which is commonly called AVxt?^

^he "Extent cf
v/hich has no Bounds to the North,

New France
^^^^ ^^^^ Hud/on s Bay, which was

difmembered from it by the Treaty of Utrecht^

w^hich has no other on the Eall but the Sea, the EngUJh Colonies
on the South, Louifiana to the South-Eaft, and the Spanijh Ter-
ritories to the Welt : In this Extent of Country, there are but
three Mother Tongues, from which all the others are derived :

Thefe are the Sioux, the Algonquin, and the Huron. We know-
but little of the People that fpeak the firft of thefe Languages,
and no Body knows how far it extends. Vv^e have hitherto had
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210 Commerce but with the Sioux and the Ajjïmboilsy and this has

not been greatly followed.

Our MilTionaries have endeavoured to make a Settlement

Of th Sioux
^^o^g the Sioux ; and I knew one who greatly

J ' ^ ^ ' regretted that he had not fucceeded, or ra-

ther, that had not remained longer among thefe People, who
appeared to him docible. There are none perhaps from whom wç
îîiay gain more Information concerning all that is to the North
Weft of ùiQ Mi(Ji£l}pi, as they have an Intercourfe with all the
Nations of thefe vaft Countries. They dwell commonly in

Meadows, under Tents made of Skins, and well wrought :

They live on wild Oats, which grow in Abundance in their

Marlhes and Rivers, and by hunting, efpecially of the Buifa-

loes that are covered with Wool, and which are in Herds of
Thoufands in their Meadows : They have no fixed Abode, but
travel in great Companies like the Tartars, and never flay in one
Place any longer than the Chace detains them.

Our Geographers diftinguifh this Nation into wandering Si-

eux, and Sioux of the Meadows, into Sioux of the Eafy and Sioux of
the Weft, Thefe Divifions don't appear to me to be well ground-
ed : All the Sioux live after the fame Manner ; whence it hap-
pens that a Village which was lafl Year on the Eaii Side of the

Miftiffippi, fhall next Year be on the Weft Side ; and that thofe

who were at one Time by the River St, Pierre, are perhaps now
far enough from it in feme Meadow. The Name of Siouxy

Vv^hich we have given to thefe Savages, is entirely our ov/n mak-
ing, or rather is the two laft Syllables of Nadouefttoux, as they are

called by many Nations : Others call them Nadoucjjis, They
are fhe moft numerous People we know in Ca7tada : They were
peaceable enough, and little ufed to War, before the Hurons and
02^/iZi'//^zj took Refuge in their Country, Hying from the Fury oT
the Iroquois, They derided their Simplicity, and made them
Warriors to their own Coft.

The Sioux have feveral Wives, and they feverely punifh thofe

that fail of Conjugal Fidelity. They cut off the End of their

Nofss, and cut a Circle in a Part of the Skin on the Top of their

Head, and pull it oiF. I have feen fomc People who are perr

fuaded that thefe Savages had a Chinefe Accent : It would not
be difficult to know the Truth of this, nor to know if their

Language has any Affinity with the Chinefe.

Thofe who have been amongft the AJftniboils fay, that they are

Of the Affini
^^^^ made, ftrong, nimble, inured to the

^ " Cold and all Manner of Fatigues ; that they
" prick themfelves all over the Body, and mark

out Figures of Serpents, or other Animals, and that they under-

take very long Journies. There is nothing in this that diftin-

guiflies
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guifties them much from the other Savages of this Continent,

whom we know ; but what is particular in their Chara6ler is,

that they have a great deal of Gravity ; at ieaft they appear fo,

in Comparifon of the Criftinaux^ with whom they have fome In-

tercourfe. The Cnftinaux are in Fa£l of an extraordinary Vi-
vacity ; they are always finging and dancing ; and they fpeak

with fuch a Volubility and Precipitation, that has never been
obferved of any other Savages.

The Native Country of the AJjfimboils is about a Lake which

U T I r ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Name, and which is little known.

*h /n^ .1 M A Frenchman whom I have feen at Montreal,
the Alimiboils. ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^

feen it as they fee the Sea in a Port and en pajfant. The com-
mon Opinion is, that this Lake is iix hundred Leagues in Com-
pafs, that we cannot goto it but by Ways which are almoU im~
pafTable, that all the Borders of it are charming, that the Air
here is very temperate, though they place it to the North Weil
of the upper Lake, where the Cold is extreme, and that it con-
tains fuch a Number of Iflands, that they call it in thefe Parts
the Lake of IJlands, Some Savages call it Michimpi\ which figni-.

fies the Great Water ; and it feems in Fad to be the Source of
_ the greateft Rivers and all the great Lakes of North America :

For by feveral Evidences, they make the River Bourhon to rife

out of it, which runs into Hud/on^s Bay ; the River St, Laurence,

which carries its Waters to the Ocean ; the MiJJiJJippi^ which dif-

charges itfelf into the Gulph of M-exico^ the Mejfouri, which
mingles with the laft ; and which, to the Place where they join,

is in no Refpeft inferior to it ; and a fifth v/hich runs, as they
fay, to the Weft, and which of Courfe mufr go into the South
Sea. It is a great Lofs that this Lake waé not known to the
Learned, who have fought every where for the terreftial Paradifc.

It would have been atleall as well placed here as in Scandinaria,

But I do not warrant, Madam, all thefe Fads for Truth, which
are only founded upon the Reports of Travellers ; much lefs

what fome Savages have reported, that about the Lake of
the AJJtnihoils there are Men like the Europeans^ and who are
fettled in a Country where Gold and Silver is fo plenty, that it

ferves for the moll common Ufes.

Father Af^rfz^^//^, who difcovered the 7kf//^^//>2 in 1673, fays in
his Relation, that fome Savages not only fpoke to him of the Ri-
ver, which taking its Rife from this Lake, runs to the Weft, but
that they alfo added, that they had feen great Ships in its Mouth.
It appears in the old Maps under the Name of Poualaks^ and of
whom fome Relations fay that their Country is the Boundary to

that of the CriJiinanXi or KillifiinDns.

The
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The Aïgo7tquin and Huron Languages have between them almoft

th Feotk
Savage Nations of Canada that we

f th Afp-onauin
acquainted with. Whoever fhould well

y ^ S ^ underlland both, might travel without an In-
^anguage.

terpreter above one thoufand five hundred
Leagues of Country, and make himfelf undcrftood by one hun-
dred different Nations, who have each their peculiar Tongue.
The Algonquin efpecially has a vaft Extent : It begins at Acadia
and the Gulf of St. Laurencsy and takes a Compafs of twelve
hundred Leagues, twining from the South Eafl by the North to

the South Well. They fiy alfo, that the l^Folf Nation, or the
Mahingatn^ and the greateft Part of the Indians of Ne^ England
and Virginia y {ft^l^ Algonquin Dialeds.

Thç^ Algonquins y ov Canihas, who are Neighbours to Ne^-w Eng^

Of the Aben-^
Icind^ have for their nearefl Neighbours the

ms Nations an'd
^^^^^^^^^^^^^ Malecites, about the River Pen-qms a ions, an
f^ç^oet ; and more to the Eaft are the Micmaks.

^ or Souriquois, wJiole proper or Native Country
is Acadia, the Continuance of the Coail of

the Gulf of St, Laurence^ up to Ga/pê, (from whence one Writer
Galls them Gofpefians) and the neighbouring Illands. In going
up the River St. Laurence, we meet with at prefent no Savage
Nation, till we come to Saguenay. Neverthelefs, when Canada
was firft difcovered, and many Years afterwards, they reckoned
in this Space many Nations, which fpread tliemfelves in the

If]and Anticofk, towards the Hills of Nctre-dame, and along the

North Side of the River. Thofe which the antient Relations

"fpeak moft of, are the Berjlamttes, the Papinachois, and the Mon-
tagnez. They call them alfo (efpecially the lail) the lo^er Al-

gonquins, becaufe they inhabited the lower Part of the River
with 'Kd^tdi to Quebec, But the greatefl Part of the others are

jreduced to fome Families, which we meet with fometimes in one
Place, and fometimes in another.

There were fbme Savages who came down into the Colony

Of the Sa^a es
-^^^^ North, fometimes by Saguenay, and

cf the North
"^^^ ^ oftener by Trois Rivieres, of whom we have

* heard nothing for a long Time. There were
amongfl others the Altikameques : Thefe Savages came from far,

and their Country was furrounded by many other Nations, w^ho

extended themfelves about the Lake St. John, and to the Lake's

of the MiJlaJJim and Nemifeau. They have been almoll: all de-
llroyed by the Sword of the Iroquois, or by Diftempers that were
the Confequence of the Sufferings to which the Fear of thefe

Barbarians reduced them. This is a great Lofs : They had no
Vices ; they were of a very mild Difpofition, cafily converted,

and very affedionate to the Frmch,
Betweea
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Between ^ehec and Mcmreal, towards Trois Rivieres^ we meet

ftilivvith {ovci^ Algonquins y but who do not make a Village, and v/ho

trade with the French, At our firft Arrival here, this Nation oc-

cupied all the Northern Side of the River from ^ebec (where

M. ds Champlaiji found them fettled, and made an Alliance with

them) up to the Lake 6*/. Pierre.

• From the Ifle of Montreal^ going towards the North, we meet

Of t^e W on
^'^^^^ fome Villages of NipiJJtngSy of Tmif-

, / / n )
earnings y of Tetes de Boules ^ (Round Heads) of

qums, the u uta-
j,^;^,^^^^^^ and of Outaouais (a). The firft are

AW r Ai on-"^
^""^^ Algonquins, and who have alone pre-

'g-^^^ gon-
ferved the Algonquin Language, without any

'i''^"'- Alteration : They have given their Name to

a little Lake iituated between Lake Huron and the River of thç

Outaouais. The Temifcamings occupy the Borders of another

little Lake, which bears their Name, and which appears to be
the real Source of the River Outaouais. The Round Heads are

not far oiF : Their Name comes from the Shape of their Heads :

They think a round Head to be a great Beauty ; and it is very

probable that the Mothers give this Shape to the Heads of their

Children in their Infancy. The Amikoues, which they call alfa

the Nation of the Bea<vers, are reduced almoll: to nothing : The
Remains of them are found in the Mand Manitoualin^ which is

in the Lake Huron, towards the North. The Outaoûais, for-

rnerly very numerous, were fettled on the Borders of the great

River which bears their Name, and of which they pretended to

be Lords. I know but of three Villages of this Nation, and
thofe but thinly peopled, which I fhall fpeak of hereafter.

Between Lake Huron and the upper Lake in the Streight it-

felf, by which the fécond flows into the firft, is a Torrent, or Fall,

which is called Saulte Sainte Marie, (the Fall St. Mary.J Its En-
virons v/ere formerly inhabited by Savages who came from the

South Side of the upper Lake, whom they call Saulteurs ; that
is TO s AY, the Inhabitants of the Fall. They have probably given
them this Name, to fave the Trouble of pronouncing their true

Name ; which it is not polTible to do, without taking Breath
two or three Times (b). There is no Nation fettled (at leail

that I know of) on the Borders of the upper Lake ; but in the

Polls which we pofTefs there, we trade with the Criftinaux, who
come here from the North Eaft, and who belong to the Algonquin

Tongue, and with the AJJiniboils, who are to the North Weft*.

(a) Many write and pronounce Outmuaks^

(h) Pauoirigouelouhak.

.

Q_ Tkc
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The Lake Michigan^ wliich is almoft parallel with Lake 'flu.^

Of fj P te-
^'^^^ which it diicharges it.felf, and which

/ 5 "
is feparated from it bat by a Peninfula one

ouatamis, ana
],,^ndred Leagues long, which ^rows nar-

ether Sa^^ages of continually towards the Nonh, has few •

tûe hay.
Inhabitants on its Banks. I do not know

even that any Nation was ever fettled here, and it is without any'

Foundation called in many Maps the Lake of the Ilinois, In

goâng up the River St, Jo/ephy which runs into it, we find two
Villages of different Nations, which came from other Parts not

long fince. This Lake has on the Weft Side a great Bay, v/hich

extends twenty-eight Leagues to the South, and which is called

the Bay des Pua7tjfov fimply, the Bay. Its Entrance is very wide^
and full of Iflands, fome of which are fifteen or twenty Leagues
in Compafs. They were formerly inhabited by the Poutccuata-

mis, whofe Name they bear, excepting fome which we leave to

the Right, where there are Itill fome Savages called Nvquets. The'

Pouiecuatamis ipoiï'efs atprefent one of the fmalleil of thefe lilands
;

and they have befides two other Villages^ one in the River St,

yo/eph, and another in the Straight. In the Bottom of the Bay
there are fome Sabs and Otchagras, Thefe laft are called Puans^

(ftinking)y but for what P^eafcn I know not. Before we come to

them, we leave upon the Right another little Nation, called Mah
homines , Fdies A-uoines, (^.L-ihl Oats,)
A little River, much ru filed with Torrents, difcharges itfelf

> ^ into the Bottom of the Bay : It is known by
• r^^c t-^e Name of the River des Renards, (of the

mis, Maicou-
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ Country is very beautiful

tins, and the J<.i-
^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^^ extends from

capons.
g^^^,^ ^.^^^ ^j^^

^r;.^^^..^

notwithftanding only inhabited by two little Nations, which

are the Kicapcus and the Mafcoutins, Some of our Geographer^
have been pleafed to call the laft the Nation of Fire,- and their

Country the Land cf Fire, An equivocal \Vord gave Rife to

this Name.
Fifty Ytars ago^ the Miamis were fettled at the South End of

T y.n' ' the Lake Michigan, in a Place called Chicagou^
OftheMi^mis

^^^^^^.^^^ ^^^^J^.^^ ^^^^ ^ ^.^^^^
and the liinois. ^j^.^^^ ^^^^^^ j^^^ g^^.^^

which is not far from that of the Ilinois, They are at prefent

iîivided into three Villages, one of which is on the River St, ja~

Jephy the fécond on another River which bears their Name, and

runs into Lake Erie^ and the third upon the River Guahache^

which mm into the MiJ/iffippi. Thefe iafl: are m.ore known by
the Name of Ouyatancns. There is fcarce any Doubt but that this

Nation and the llinoisys^it:^ not long fince, one People,, confider-
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iig tlie Affinity of their Languages. I lhall be able to fpea k
wjth more Certainty, when I have been among them. F or

the reft, the greateft Part of the Algonquin Nations, excepting

thofe which are more advanced towards the South, employ them-

felves bur little in cultivating the Lands, and live almoft wholly

upon Hunting and Fifhing ; fo that they are not fixed to any

Place. Some *-f them allow Plurality of Wives ; yet, far from

multiplying, they decreafe every Day. There is not any one of

thefe Nations that confiils of fix thoufand Soujs, and fome no

.of two thoufand.

Th& Hurcn Language is not by far fo extenfive as the Algon^

r\r L -p >f.i ^ auin : The Reafon of which is, without
Vf the Fcopie of that the People who fpeak it have

the nxivon Lan- ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Algonquins : \ fay

the Huron Language, in Conformity to the

common Opinion ; for fome maintain that the Iroquois is the

Mother Tongue. Let that be as it will, all the Savages which
are to the South of the River St, Laurence, from the River Sorel

to the End gf the Lake Erie, and even pretty near Virginia, be-

long to this Language : And Vv'hoever underftands the Huron^

underftands them all. The Dialeéls are indeed extremely mul-
tiplied, and there are almoft as many as there are Villages. The
live Cantons which compofe the Iroquois Commonwealth, have
each their own Language ; and all that was formerly called

without any Diftindlion the Huron, was not the fame Language.

I cannot find out to what Language the Cherokees belong, a

pretty numerous People, v/hich inhabit the vaft Meadows which
are between the Lake Erie and the Mijfiffippi,

But it is worth while to obferve, that as the greateft Part of
the Savages of Canada have at all Times been converfant with
each other, fometimes as Allies, and fometimes as Enemies, al-

though the three Mother Tongues which I have fpoken of, have
no Manner of Affinity or Agreement with each other, thefe

People have nevertheleis found Means to treat together without
the Help of an Interpreter: Either that long Cuftom makes
it eafy to underftand each other by Signs, or that they have
formed a Kind of common Jargon, which they learn by Ufe.—

*

I have juft received Notice that I muft embark : I ihall iinifh

this Article at my firft Leifure,

I anty Sec.

Q^z LETTER
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LETTER Xr.

Voyage to Catarocoui. A Defcription of the Country ^ and of
the Falls of the Ri'uer St. Laurence. Defcription and Si-

tuation of the Fort Catarocoui. Of the Languages of Ca-
nada, and of the People that fpeak them. The Occafon of the

War betnjueen thelKOQVOis and the Algon(vuins.

Madam, Catarocoui, ikf^ry 14.

I Departed from the Fall St. Louis the Day after I had cîofed

my laft Letter, and went to lie at the Weilern Point of the Me
of Montreai, where I did not arrive till Midnight. The next

Day I employed all the Morning in vifiting the Country, which
is very fine. In the Afternoon I crofTed the Lake St, Louis to go
to the Cafcadesy where I found thofe of my People who went
hither in a diréd Way : I found them bufy in mending their

Canoe, which they had let fall in carrying it on their Shoulders,

and which was fplit from one End to the other.———This is,

Madam, the Convenience and Inconvenience of thefe little Car-

riages : The leaft Thing breaks them, but the Remedy is ready

and eafy. It fuffices to furnifh one's felf with Bark, Gums, a'ïid

Roots ; and there are very few Places where one does not find

Gums and Roots fit to few the Bark.*

What they call the Cafcades, is a Water-fail fituated exaélîy

^ . . ^ above the Ifland Pmc/, which makes the Se-

the FdlsoflheR^
paration of the Lake St, Louis y

and the Lake
^'^ des deux Montagnes, (of the tujo Mountains i.

<z;^r St. Laurence, rp . , . 6 ' » y
-d- i*'To avoid It, we go a little Way to the Right>

and make the Canoes pafs empty in a Place they cdll le Trouy .

(the Hole) : Then they draw them to Land, and make a Portage

of half a Quarter of a League ; that is to fay, they carry thè

Canoe with all the Bagg;age on their Shoulders. This is to

avoid a fécond Fall called 7^- i>V^;?, (theBuJh). This is a fine

Sheet of Water, which fails from a flat Rock about half a Foot

high. Theymight eafe themfelves of this Trouble, by deep-

ening a little the Bed of a fmall River which runs into another

above the Cafcades : The Expence would not be great.

B ;\bove
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Above the Buljfon, the River is a Mile wide, and the I^ands on

Reflexion on the
both Sides_ are very good and well wooded.

Fart of Cataro- ^,^^>; ^^g?" ^ thofe which are on thç

coui, and on the ^"'.'^ ^^^'^f
it would be very eafy to

iVa the take to o
^'^^^^"^ ^ Koad from the Foint, which is over

thithe'r'^
^ againil: the Ifland Montreal to a Bay which

they call la Galette, They will fhun by this

forty Leagues of Navigation, which the Falls render almoft im-
pradicabie, and very tedious. A Fort would be much better fitu^"

ated and more neceilary at la Galette than at Catarocoui, hecaufe a
imgie Canoe cannot pafs here without being feen, whereas afc

Catarocoui, they rnay Hip behind the Iflands v/ithout being ob-
ferved : Moreover, the Lands about Galette are very good,
and they- might in Confequence }iave always Provifions in

plenty, which would fave many Charges. Befides this, a Bark
might go in two Days with a good. Wind to Niagara, One of
the Objeds which they had in View* in building the Fort Ca-
tarocoui, was the Trade with the Iroquois ; but thefe Savages
would come as willingly to la Galette, as to Catarocoui. They
would have indeed fomething further to go, but they would avoid

a PafTage of eight or nine Leagues, which they mud make over
the Lake Ontario : In Ihort, a Fort at/^ Galette would cover the

whole Country, which is between the great River of the Ou-
taouais, and the River St, Laurence', for they cannot .come into this

Country, on the Side of the River St, Laurence, becaufe of the

Falls ; and nothing is more eafy than to guard the Banks of
$he River of the Oiitaouais. I have thefe Remarks from a Com-
miflary of the Marine (a), who was fent by the King to vifit

aîl the diilant Foils of Canada,
The fame Day, May the third, I v/ent three Leagues, and ar«

rived at ihQ Cedars ; this is the third Fall ; which has taken it$

Name from the Quantity of Cedars that grew in this Place ; but
they are nov/ almoU all cut down. On the fourth, 1 could go no
farther than the fourth Fall, v/hich is called x.\\q Coteau du Lac

^

(the Hill of the Lake) tho' it is but two Leagues and half from
the other

; becaufe one of the Canoes burll. You will not be
furprifed, Madam, at thefe frequent Wrecks, Vv^hen you know
how thefe Gondola's are made. I believe that I have already
told you that there are two Sorts of them, the one of Elm Bark,
which are wider and more clumfily built, but commonly bigger.
I know none hut the Iroquois who have any of this Sort. The
others are of the Bark of Birch Trees, of a Width lefs in Pro-
portion than their Len|^th, and much better made : It isjthefe

that I am going to defcribe, becaufe all the French^ and almoft all

îthe Savages, ufe them.

(a.) deCîa-amhaut, AiFrmont,

They
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They lay tlie Bark, which is very thick, on flat and very thiîï

Def ribtio ofthe
made of Cedar: Thefe Ribs are con-

ejaip lonoj o
^^^^^ ^^^^ vvhole Leno th by fmall Crofs-Bars,

trames of Bark. l- i r i v i ^^ ' which feparate the Seats of the Canoe ; two
inain Pieces of the fam.e Wood, to which thefe little Bars are

few'd> ftreugthen the whole Machine. Between the Ribs
pindthe Bark they thrull little Pieces of Cedar, which are thin-

î^er ftill than the Rib^, and which help to llrengthen the Canoe,
|hç tv/Q Ends of which rife by Degrees, and infenfibly end in

ili^rp Points th^it turn inv/ards, Thefe two Ends are exaftly alike;

fa that to change their Courfe, and turn back, the Canoe-Men
î\eçd only change Hands. He wdio is behind fteers with his

Qar, working continually ; and the greatefl: Occupation of him
whQis forward, is to take Care that the Canoe touches nothing-

tQ burll^ it. They fit or kneel on the Bottom, and their Oars are

paddies of five or lix Feet long, commonly of Maple ; but. when
they go againft a Current that is pretty llrong, they mufl: ufe a

|*ple, and Hand upright. One mud hare a good deal of Pradlice

preferve a Ballance in this Exercife, for nothing is lighter, and
Cqnfequence eauer to overfet, than thefe Canoes ; the great

-

^ft of which, with their Loading, docs not draw more than half

a Fopt Water.

The Bark of which thefe Canoes are made, as well as the Ribs

gr^d the Bars, are few'd with the Roots of Fir, which are more plia^

ble, and dry much lefs than the Ozier. All the Seams are gum'd
^^ithin and without, but they mull: be viewed every Day, to fee

th^it the Gum is not peeled oli. The largefl Canoes carry twelve

Men, two upon a Sear; and 4000/, Weight. Of all the Sava-

,yes, the moil flvilful Builders of Canoes are the Outaouais ; and
xVigQmi'^l Ûi^ Algonquin Nations fucceed herein better than the

Hjcrons, Few French 2.% y can make them even tolerably; but to

guide them, they are at leaft as fafe as the Savages of the Coun-
try ; and they pratflife this Exercife from their Childhood. All

tjie Çanoescven the fmalleft carry a Sail, and vvdth a good Wind
ç^yx make twenty Leagues in a Day. Without Sails they mull be

^Qod Canoe-Men to make twelve Leagues in a dead Water.

From the ///// of the Lake to Lake St. François^ is but a good

^ ; J J half League. This Lake which I pafTed the

/ '^^^ '^^
i^fi;}^ is feven Leagues long, and three Leagues

f rançois, ^.^^ ^1^^ moil in its greateil Breadth, the
o.n both Sides are low, but they feem to be pretty good.

Courfe from Montreal to this Place is a little to the South

Weft 5 ^nd the Lake of St. François runs Weft South Weft, and

Eç»ft North Eaft. I encamped juft above it, and in the Night I

W^i.s v^/akened by fome piercing Cries, as of People complain-

ing. I was frightened at firft, but foon recovered myfelf, when
they
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they told me they were Huars^ a kind. or Cor7no rants ; they added-

that thefe Cries were a certain Sign of Wind the next Day, which
proved true.

The llxth I paiïed the Ghefnaux du Lac, they call thus foih^^

. jj CdnaJ:^ which form a o-rcat Number of
Other i^ahs.

lHands, that almoft cove^ the River in thië

Place. I never faw a Country more charming, and the Lahdâ
appear good. The reil of the Day we employed in paffing thé

Falls, the moft confiderable of which they call Ùi^ Moulinet \ it is

frightful to lopk at, and we had a great deal of Trouble tô gèÉ
îhro' \%M I went however that Day near feven LeagueSj and Î

encamped at the Bottomof the Long Fall | this is al'orrent half %

League long, which the Canoes cannot go up but with half theii:^

Loading ; we palled it at feven in the Morning, then we failed

till three o'clock in the Afternoon ; but then the Rain obliged

us to encamp, and detained us all the next Day : There fell thê

eighth a little Snow, and at Night it froze as it does in Franct

the Month of jan, we were neverthelefs under the fame Parai--

lels as Languedoc. The ninth we paiTed the Flat Fall, about feveft

Leagues dillant from the Long Fall, and five from the Galot's^^

which is the laA of the Falls.- La Galeiteis a League and a half

farther, and we arrived there the tenth. I could not fufficiently

admire the Country v/hich is between this Bay and les Gaiots-^ it

is impoffible to fee finer Forefls^ and Î obferved efpecially fonli^

Oaks of an extraordinary Height.

Five or fix Leagues from la G^lette^ there is an îflànd called,

ra J Tomhata^ the Soil of which appears prettV
Of the IJiaiid

^^^^.^^ ^^.^j^ ^^^^^ ^
ûmhata.

\ox^^. An hoquolsf whom' they call the

^^r, I know not why, a very fenfi^ble Man^ and w^ell affeded té»

the French^ obtained the Domain of it from the late Cou7it dè

Fronteiiac^ and he ihew&the Writing" ôf this Grant to any one that

will fee it ; he has neverîhelefs fold the Lordfhip,. for four Pots

of Brandy ; but has referved to himfelf ^11 other Profits of the

Land, and has afTembled here eighteen or twenty Families of hiâ

Nation. I arrived the twelvth in his Ifiand, and I paid him â
Vifit ; I found him working in his Garden, which is not tii^

Cuflom of the Savages ; but he afteéls all the Manners of thô

Frejîch : He received me very well, and would treat me, but tha
Finenefs of the V/eather obliged me to go forward ; I toc^k my
Leave of him, and v/ent to pafs the Night two Leagues further,*

in a very fine Place. I had ftill thirteen Leagues to CatctrticoUt i

the Weather was fine, the Night very clear, and this engag'd u§

to embark at three in the Morning. We palled thro' thé midit
of a Kind of Archipelago, which they call Milk IJles, (the Fhoufahd
IJlesy) and I bçlieve tkere are above five hundred : When we are
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paffed thefe we have a League and half to arrive at Cataroccuh^

the River is more open, and is ar leail: half a League v/ide i

then we leave upon the Right three great Bays pretty deep^

and the Fort is built in the third.

This Fort is a Square \vith four Bailions built with Stone^

ADeC 'ht' n of
Ground it occupies is a Quarter of

'7- . r> f • Lea^rue in Compafs, its Situation has really
Fort Catarocoui. r^^^^u- 1 r ^ .i. cj r ^l'lomethmg very pleaiant ; the Sides or the

River prefent every Way a Landfcape well varied, and it is the

fame at the Entrance of Lake Ontario, which is but a fmaîl

League diftant ; it is full of Iflands of different Sizes, all well

wooded, and nothing bounds the Horizon on that Side : This
Lake was fome Time called 6"/. Louis, afterwards Frontenac, às

well as the Fort of Catarocoui, of which the Count de Frontenac.

was the Founder; but infenfibly the Lake has gained its an tient

Name, which is Huron or Iroquois, and the Fort that of the

Place where it is built. The Soil from this Place to la Galette

appears fomething barren, but this is only on the Edges, it be-

ing very good farther on. There is over-againil the Fort a

very pretty Ifland in the midft of the River ;
they put fome

Swine into it, which have multiplied, and given it the Name
of IJle des Porcs: There are two other Iflands fomewhat fmaller,

which are lower, and half a League diilant from each other ;

one is called the IJle of Cedars, the other IJle aux Cerfs, (Harts

IJland), The Bay of Catarocoui is double, that is to fay, that al-

moll in the midfl of it there is a Point that runs out a great

Way, under which there is good Anchorage for large Barks.

M. de la Sale, fo famous for his Difcovcries and his Misfortunes,

who was Lord of Cataracoui, and Governor of the Fort, had

.

two or three here, which were funk in this Place, and remaini
there ftill : Behind the Fort is a Marfli where there is a

great Plenty of Wild Fowl : This is a Benefit to, and Employ--

ment for, the Garrifon. There was formerly a great Trade
here, efpecialiy with the Iroquois ; and it was to entice them to

us, as well as to hinder their carrying their Skins to the Eng-
lijh, and to keep thefe Savages in Awe, that the Fort was built :

But this Trade did not lafl long, and the Fort has not hindered
the Barbarians from doing us a great deal of Mifchief. They
have Hill fome Families here on the Outfides of the Place, and
there are alfo îomz MiJftfague^, an Algonquin Nation, which ftill

have a Village on the Weft Side of Lake Ontario, another at

Niagara, and a third in the Streight.

I find here. Madam, an Opportunity of fending my Letters

to^dec: I fliall take Advantage of fome leifure Hours to fill

up this with what I have further to fay to you on the Difference
of the Languages of Canada. * Thofe who hàVe ftiidied them

perfedly
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perfe^flly, fay that thofe three of which I have fpoken have all

the Charaders of primitive Languages ; arid it is certain that

they have not the fame Origin ; which the Pronunciation alone

is fufîicient to prove. The Siou whiftles in fpeaking ; the Hu-
rcn has no labial Letter, which he cannot pronounce, he fpeaks

in the Throat, and afperates almofl every Syllable ; the Algon-

quin pronounces with more Sweetnefs, and fpèaks more natu-

turally. I can learn nothing particular of the nrfl of thefe

three Languages, but our antient Miffionaries have much ftu-

died the two lafl, and their principal Dialeds : This is what I

have heard from the moft fkilful.

The Huron Language has a Copioufnefs, an Energy, and a Sub-
limity perhaps not to be found united in any of the £neft that

we know; and thofe whofe native Tongue it is, tho' they are

now but a Handful of Men, have fuch an Elevation of Soul
that agrees much better with the Majefly of their Language^
than v^^ith the fad State to Vv^hich they are reduced. Some have
fancied they found in it fome Similitude v/ith the Hebre^-w i

others, and the greatell Number, have maintained it had the

fame Origin as the Greek ; but nothing is more trifling than the
Proofs they bring for it. We mull not depend efpecially upon the
Vocabulary of Brother Gabriel Saghard^ a Recollet who hath been
cited to fupport this Opinion ; much lefs on thofe of James Cnr-^

tier and the Baron de la Hontan. Thefe three Authors took at

Random fome Terms, fome of which were Huron, others Jl^
gonquin, which they ill retained, and which often fignified quite
different from what they thought. And how many Errors have
been occafioned by fuch Mi (lakes of many Travellers.

The Algonquin Language has not fo much Force as the Hurouy

^, ^ ^ . but has more Sweetnefs and Elegance : Both
Lwaradier or the

t-.
• -l r r t? /r \r • ^

Al on uin Lan
^^^^ ^ Richneis or Expremons, a variety ofgOxiqum a7i-
^^^^^^^ ^ Propriety of Terms, a Regularity
which alloniih : But what is more furprifing

is, that among thefe Barbarians who never itudy to fpcak well,
and who never had the Ufe of Wrinng, there is not intro-

duced a bad Word, an improper Term, or a vicious Conduc-
tion ; and even Children preferve all the Purity of the Lan-
guage in their common Difcourfe. On the other Hand, the
Manner in which they animate all they fay, leaves no Room to
doubt of their comprehending all the Worth of their Expreffi-
ons, and all the Beauty of their Language. The Diale£ls which
are derived from bpth, have not preferved all their Beauties,
nor the fame Force. The T/onnonthouans, for Inftance (this is one
of the five Iroquois Cantons) pafs among the Savages to have a
vulgar or rude Language.

R I^
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In the Huron all is conjugated ; a certain Device which Ï

„ , J > cannot well explain to you, diftin^uilhes the
Parttculartttesof

^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ PronounsT the Ad-
ibe 1-iuron Lan^

^^^^^^^ ^^^^
r^.^^

ç^^^^,^^ y^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^j^
Conjugation, one abfolute, and the other re-

ciprocal ; the third Perfcns have the two Genders, for there are

but two in thefe Languages ; that is to fay, the noble and the

ignoble Gender. As to the Numbers and Tenfes, they have the

fame Differences as in the Greek: For Inftance, to relate Travels,

they exprefs themfelves differently according as it was by Land,
or by Water. The Verbs aélive multiply as often as there are

Things which faii under Adion ; as the Verb v/hich figniiies to

eat varies as many Times as there are Things to eat. The Aélion
is expre/Ted differently in Refped to any thing that has Life, and
an inanimate Thing ; thus to fee a Man, and to fee a Stone, are

two Verbs ; to make Ufe of a Thing that belongs to him that

lafes it, or to him to whom we fpeak, are two different Verbs.

There is fcmething of all this in the .Algonquhz Language, tho*

T,. . 7 . . ^ not the famxe, of which I am not able to p-ive
rarticulaniies of a /xt^--l/> j- h/t3°«/-

^7 Ai ' any Account. Notwithitandinp;, Madam, if

utF'^^''\ ^'^"^ '^'^ ^ ^^^^ ^""'^ " '^^^
S^^i^* ' Richnefs and Variety of thefe Languages ren-
ders them extremely difficult to learn ; their Poverty and Barren-
nefs produces no lefs Difficulty : For as thefe People, when we firfl

converfed with them, were ignorant of almcil every Thing they
did not ufe, or which did not fall under their Senfes, they wanted
Terms to exprefs them, or they had let them fall into Oblivion:
Thus, having no regular Worfnip, and forming of the Deity,
and of eVery Thing which relates to Religion, but confufed
Ideas, not making fcarce any Reflexions but on the Objeds of
their Senfes, and on nothing which did not concern their own
Affairs, v/hich were confmed within a fmall Compafs, and not
being accuflomed to difcourfe on the Virtues, the Pafîions, and
many other Subjeds of our common Converfaticn ; not cultivat-

ing any Arts, but thofe which were neceffary for them, and which
were reduced to a very fmall Number ; nor any Science, only
obferving what was within their Ability; and for Life, having
nothing fuperfiuous, nor any Refinement : When we wanted to

fpeak to them of thefe Things, we found a great Vacuity in

their Languages, and >ve v/ere obliged, in order to make our-

felves underlicod, to fill them up with Circumlocutions that were
troublefome to them as well as to us : So that after having learnt

of them their Language, we were obliged to teach them another,

compofed partly of their o\yn Terms, and partly of our's tranf-

lated into Hurcn and Algcnquin, to make the Pronunciation

eafy to them. As to Charadcrs they had none, and they fiip-

plied
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plied the Befeél by a Sort of Hieroglypuivi^o. ^'^':'*:\îng fur-

prifed them more than to fee us exprefs ourfelves as eafîly by
writing as by fpeaking.

If it is afked how we know that the Sicu, the Huron, and the

Algcnquin^ Sire rather Mother Tongues than fome of thcfe which
we look upon as their DialeéyS, I anfvver, that it is not eafy to

mifiake in this, and I think there needs no other Proof than the

Words of the Abbe Duor/s, which Î have already cited ; but in

fhort, as we can judge here onîv by Ccmparifon, iF from thefc

Reflexions we may cGp.clude that the Languages of ail the Savages

of Ca^:ada^Te derived from thofe three which i have noted, I allow

it does rsot prove abfoluteiy that thefe are primitive, and of the

ûrH Inliitu- tion of Languages. I add, that thefe People have in

their Difcourfe fom.cthing cf the Afatic Genius, which gives

Things a Turn, and figurative Exprciilcns ; and this is, perhaps,

what has perfuaded fome Perfcns that they derive their Origin
from Jfia, which feems probable enough*
The People cf the Hurcn Language h^ve always applied them-

felves more than the others to cultivating the Land; they have'
alfo extended themfelves much lefs, which has produced two
EiFeéls : For in the firil Place, they are better fettled, better

lodged, and better fortified; and there has always been amcngil
them more Policy, and a more difcinguiilied Fcrm of Gcver-
ment. The Quality cf Chief, at leaR' among the true Huronsy
which z.xç:ÛitTic7inGntaies^ is Hereditary. In the fécond Place, till

the Ircqucis Wars, of v/hicli we have been Vvitnelies, their Coun-
try was more peopled, though they never allowed Polygamy.
They are alfo reputed more induilrious, more dexterous in their
Affairs, and more prudent in their Refolutions; Vv'hich cannot be
attributed but to a Spirit of Society, vvhich they have preferved
better than the others. This is remiarkedparticularly cf the Eurcnsy
that tho'fcarcely any longer a Nation, and reduced to two Villa-
ges not very large, and at a great Diilance one froni the other ;
yet they are the Soul of all the Councils, when they confult on
any general Affairs. It is true, that in Spite of that Diil-er-

ence which is not feen at the liril Glance, there is much Refem-
blance in the Senfe, the Manners, and all the Cufiom.s of the
Savages oî Canada ; but this is the Confequence cf the Inter-
ccurfe which has been always between them for many Aees.

This would be the Place to (peak to you concerning the Go«
\;ernment of thefe People, of cheir Cuiloms, and of their .Re-
ligion

; but I fee nothing in this yet but a Chaos, v/hich it is
impoffible for me to clear up.
There are fome Travellers who make no Scruple to fill their

Journals with whatever they hear (aid, without trouhlino- them-
kl^«s about the Truth of any Thing. Yoa would not .hl^Jjii «is.
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have me follow their Example, and impofe upon you for Truth
all the extravagant Things that have been placed to the Ac-r

count of our Savages, or that have been taken as they could

from their Traditions. "Thefe Traditions, on the other Fland,

are fo little to be relied on, and almofl always contradiél each
other fo grofsly, that it is almoil im_poffibIe to difcover any
Thing from them that may be depended on. In Fad, how
could fuch People, as we found thefe, tranfmit faithfully down
to Poilerity what has pafTed between them for fo many Ages, hav-

ing nothing to help their Memory ? And can we conceive that

Men, who think fo little of Futurity, ihould ever bufy them-
felves about what is pail:, to m.ake any faithful Records of it ?

So that after all the Enquiries that could be made, we are ftill

at a Lofs to know v/hat was the Situation of Canada when
we made the iirfl Difcovery thereof, about the Middle of the

llxth Century.

The only Point of their Hi (lory, which is derived to us with

O * '

of the
^^^^ Probability, is the Origin of the

rigzn / ^ War, which M. de Champlain found very much

Al uin and
^^^^^^^^ betv/een the iroquois on the one

gf^^^'-^^^s an
gjjg 2iX\ài the Hurons and Aho7iauins on the

Hurons ha^e
^^j^^^. ^^^^^ ^.^^^^^

7nmntatnedagainft ^^^^ more than was agreeable ^o our true
the iroquo.s.

Intereft. I cannot difcover the firft Beginning

of this War, but I do not think it was very antient. What I fhali

fay about it, I give you Notice before Hand, I do not war-

rant the Truth of, though I have it from pretty good Authority.

The Akonnuins, as i have already obferved, poffelTed all that

Extent or Country which is from^^^^^r, and perhaps alfo from

Tadoufac quite to the Lake of Nipi£h/g, ix^llowing the North Shore

of the Pviver St, Laureîtce, and going up the great River, which

runs into it above the Ille of MontreuL By this we my judge

that this Nation was then very numerous ; and it is certain, that

for a long Time it made a very great Figure in this Part of

America^ v/here the Hurons were alone in a Condition to difpute

with them the Pre-eminence over all the reft. For the Chace

they had no Equals, and for War they acknowledged no Supe-

riors. The few^ who rem.ain to this Day, have not degenerated

from the antienî Merit of this Nation, and their Misfortunes

have not yet lefFened their Reputation. The Iroquois had made
with them a Kind of Confederacy, very ufeful to both Sides ; but

which in the Opinion of the Savages, amongft whom a great

Hunter and a great Warrior are equally efteemed, gave the

Algonquins a real Superiority over the Iroquois. The latter, alm/ofl:

wholly employed in the Culture of the Lands, had engaged to

give Part of their Harvell to the Algonquins ; who, on their Side,

were
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Hyei\e to divide with them the Fruit of the Chace, and to defend

them againft whoever fhouid undertake to diirurb them. The
two Nations lived thus a long Time in a good Underftanding

;

but an ill timed Haughtinefs on one Side, and a Refentment, which
was not expeded, on the other Side, broke this Union, and
made a Quarrel between thefe two People that hath been never

reconciled.

As Winter is the great Seafon for the Chace, and that the

Earth, then covered vv^ith Snov/, gives no Employment to them
who cultivate it, the two Confederate Nations joined together

to winter in the Woods ; but the Iroquois comm^only left the Chace
to the Algonq^idns^ and contented themfelves with fleaing the Beails,

drying the Flefh, and taking Care of the Skins. This is at prefent

every where the V7ork of the Women, perhaps then it was not

the Cuilom : However, the Iroquois made no Difficulty of it. From
Time to Time, however, feme of them took a Fancy to try

themfelves in the Chace, and the Jlgonquins àià wot oppofe it, ia

which they were bad Politicians.

It happened one Winter, that a Troop of both Nations Hopped
in a Place where they expe£led Plenty of Game, and fix young
'Algonquins, accompanied with as many Iroquois of the fame Age,
were detached to begin the Chace. They prefently difcovered

fome Elks, and they all prepared themfelves dire£lly to purfue

them ; but the Algonquins "NOxAà not {xx^tv Ûit Iroquois to fol-

low them, and gave them to underiland that they would have
enough to do to flea the Bealls they lliould kill. Unfortunately

for thefe Boafters, three Days pafied v/ithout their being able to

bring down a fmgle Orignal, though a great Number came in

Sight. This bad Succefs mortified them, and probably v/as no
Difpleafure to the Iroquois, who earneilly deiired to obtain Leave
to go another Way, where they hoped to be more fuccefsful.

Their Propofal was received by the Alg07iquins, as was formerly

that by the Brothers oï Da^vid, which the young Shepherd made
to go and iight with the Giant Goliah: They told them that they

were very vain to pretend to have more Skill than the Algon-

quins ; it was their Buflnefs to dig the Earth, and that they fhould

leave the Chace to thofe that were fit for it. The Iroquois, en-

raged at this Anfwer, made no Reply ; but the next Night they

departed privately for the Chace. The Algo?iquins were furprifed

in the Morning at not feeing them, but their Surprife was foon

changed into extreme Vexation ; for in the Evening of the fame
Day, they faw the Iroquois returning loaded with the Flelh of
Orignals. There are no Men in the World who are more fuf-

ceptible of Spite, and who carry the Effeds of it further :

The Refult of that of the Alg07tquins was fudden : The Iroquois

were no fooner afleep than they were all knocked on the Head,
Such
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Such an AiTafilnation could not be long a Secret ; snd though
the Bodies were baried privately, the Nation was fooa informed

of it. At firil, they complained with Moderation, but infilled

oa having the Murderers puniihed. They were too much def-

pifed to obtain this Jufîice : The Algonauins would not fabmit to

make even the leait Satis faélion.

The Iroquois in Defpair made a firm Refolution to be revenged

The Se u4 of
^"^^ '^'''^^ fcornful Treatment, which irri'.ated

fij. ^rfr t\\tm more than the AiTaiTmation of v/hich they
* complained. They fvvore they would all die

to the lail Man, or have Satisfaction; but as they perceived

themfelves net in a Ccnd'tion to cope v/ith Algcnquins, whofe

Name alcne l^iept ^linoil ail the other Nations in Awe, they de-

parted frorn ihem a great Diftance, to make a Proof of their

Arms arainiî lefs formidable Enemies, which they did by Way
of Diveiiion ; and when they thought them^lvcs fuihciently

inured to vYar, they fell fuddcrJy on tlie Algonquin:^ and bt:gan

a War of which we on]y faw the End, and which ft:t ail Cam
in a Flame. It was continued or: t:>.c Side of the with a

Fiercencfs \o much tr.3 r::cre ic/riL:-, z. u. was the more deli-

berat'\ z^A ^^-r - — x"- F -- r^^^ich hinders

till, ...u,. . . .Ftcr Dehruc-
tion ci is itill truer of rhc ./. cpols than

•rf 0. ,lv of them, that ti.cy cc;.ie like

ai-d f / away like Birds. Thus
-u- . .:- >:pî3 ; and. this Ccnduft has made

, , that had it net been for the French^ there would
[—A---. Iliade a: this Day of any of the Nations

this Torrent. Thole who fullered

che i;iC::c •-/ere engaged as Allies or Neigh-
bours of th;' uic their Country lay in the Way
•v'-- -'.

;.-;,a with Ailonilhment, one of the

3, and the mc fc warlike of this Continent,

li:.,.. .:\.ca 'cf -ul fjr their vVifdom ard Underftand-
ing, dh '.iclt entirely in a fhw Yepîs. We may alio fay,

that there r.u. a Nation in t::23 P:': ^.
"

•^:--r'ca, which has not

fuifercd greatly by the Ircc:cols be:r;:_ • ".a take up Arms;
and Î know of none bat the Ahenaau:. in a.l CtAnada, whom they

have not dared to diilurb in their own Country : For iince they

have taken a Taiie for War, they cannot remain long quiet, like

Lions, who by the Sight and Tafte of Blood, increafe their in-

fatiahle Thirfc for it,: One would hardly believe how far they

have travelled to feek Men to hght with. Neverthelefs, by
being thus continually at War, as they have from Time to Time
met with very great Checks, they find themfeives greatly di-,

. minifheda
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minilhed; and were it not for the Prifoners Vv4iich they have

brousjht from all Parts, and the greateft Number of which they

have^adopted, their Situation would not be much more happy
than that of the Nations they have fubdued.

What has happened in this Refpe6l to the Iroquois^ maybe faid

with m.ore Reafon of all the other Savages of this Country, and
it is not ilrange if, as I have already oblerved, thefe Nations de-

creafe every Day in a very fenfible Manner. For though their

Wars do not appear at firfc fo deftrudive as our's, they are much
more fo in Proportion. The moil numerous of thefe Nations

has never had perhaps more than fixty thoiifand SgiiIs, and from
Time to Time there is much Blood fpilt. A Surpri?:e, or a Goup

de Main, fometimes deftroys a whole Town ; and often the Fear
of an Irruption drives a whole Canton to forfake their Country,

and then thefe Fugitives, to avoid dying by the Sword of their

Enemies, or by Torture, expofe themfelves to perilh by Hun-
ger and Cold in the Woods or on the Mountains, becaufe they

feldom hâve Leifure or Precaution to carry ProviHon s with them*
This has happened in the lad Age to a great Number of JL
gonqu'uis and liuronsy of whom we could never hear any Ac-
count.

LETTER XII.

A Defcription of the Country tip to the Rz^oer of the Onnont agues
Of the Flux and Reflux in the great Lakes of Canada. Ths
Manner hoiv the Salvages fing their War-Sottg, Of the God cf War
amongft thefe People, Of the Declaration of War, Of ike Necklaces

cf Shells : And of the CaUimet : And of their Guftoms of Peace

and War,

Madam, Famine Bay, May i6.

I Have the Misfortune to be detained here by a contrary Wind,
which in all Appearance will lait a long Time, and keep

ine in one of the worfî: Places in the World.
I fhall amufe myfelf v/ith v/riting to you. Whole Armies of

thofe Pigeons they call Tourtes pafs by here continually ; if one
of them would carry my Letter, you would perhaps have News
of me before I leave this Place : But the Savages never thouo-ht
of bringing up Pigeons for this Parpofe, as they fay the Arabs
and many other Nations formerly did.

I em-
0
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I embarked the 14th, exaâ:!/ at the fame Hour I arrived at

7^ , Catarocoui the Evening: before. I had but iix
Departure from j - . t/i r ^7 -7,7^

Catarocoui -.The ^^^f'f
' T ^\ ' T^^-^^-

T>
'

,7 Bucks) where there is a pretty Fort that can
Rout fGr?n thence - % t>i \^ ?• ii
^ 1?^^;*,^ -Do.. receive large JBarics ; but Canaàans had

7^ /'v.- .7 î^^^*^ e.xaminea their Canoe, and the Sun had
IJeJcriptzon of the 1. j ^ r • •

Countr
rnelted tiie Gum or it m many Places ; it

tootk Water every where, and I was forced

to lofe two whole Hours to repair it in one of the Iflands at the

Entrance of the Lake Ontario. After that we failed till Ten
o'clock at Night, without being able to reach the Me of Che^j-

reuilsy and we were obliged to pafs the reft of the Night in the
Corner of a Forell.

This was the firft Time I perceived fome Vines in the Vv^ood.

Of ^i?" Vines of
'^^^^^^ were almoft as many as Trees

; to the

CanadV
^^^^ Top of which they rife. 1 had not yet made

this Remark, becaufe I had always till then
flopped in open Places ; but they affure me it is the fame every
where, quite to Mexico, The Stocks of thefe Vines are very large,

and they bear inany Bunches of Grapes ; but the Grapes are

fcarcely fo big as a Pea ; and this muft be fo, as the Vines are

not cut nor cultivated. When they are ripe, it is a good Manna
for the Bears, who feek . for them at the Tops of the higheft

Trees. They have, neverthelefs, but the Leavings of the Birds,

who have foon gathered the Vintage of whole Forefts.

I fetout early next Morning, and at Eleven o'Clock I flopped

at the Ifle mix Gallots^ three Leagues beyond the He aux Chc^ures^

(of Goats), in 43^. 33'. I re-embarked about Noon, and made a

Traverfe of a League and a half, to gain the Point of the Tra-

^erfe. If to come hither from the Place where I pafTed the

Night, Î had been obliged to coaft the Continent, 1 fhould

have had above forty Leagues to make ; and we muft do this^

when the Lake is not very calm ; for if it is the leall agi-

tated, the Waves are as high as in the open Sea : It is not even
poffible to fail under the Coaft, when the Wind blows hard from
the Lake. From the Point of the Ifle aux Gallots, we fee to

the Wefl the River Chouguen, otherwife called the River d^On-
nontaguêy which is fourteen Leagues off. As the Lake was calm,

and there was no Appearance of bad Weather, and we had a
little Wind atEafl, which was but juft enough to carry a Sail, T
refolved to make directly for this River, that I might fave fifteen

or twenty Leagues in going round. My Condu&ors, whô had
more Experience than niyfelf, judged it a.dangerous Attempt;
but, out of Complaifance, they yielded to my Opinion.—The
Beauty of the Country which I quitted on the Lçjft Hand, did

mt tempt rne any more than the Salmon, and NuiHbers of other

excellent
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excellent Fifli, which they take in fix fine Rivers which are at

two or three Leagues DiHance one from the other (a) : We took

then to the open Lake, and till Four o'Clock we had no Caufe
to repent of it; but then the Windrofe fuddenly, and we would
willingly have been nearer the Shore. We made towards the near-

eft, from which we were then three Leagues off, and we hjid much
Trouble to make it. At length, at Seven at Night we landed at

Famine Bay ; thus named, fmce M. de la Barre^ Governor Gene-
ral of Ne^ Fra7zce, had like to have loft all his Army here by
Hunger and Diftempers, going to make War with the Iroquois.

It was Time for us to get to Land ; for the Wind blew ftrong,

r ' ' andthe Waves ran fo high, that one would not
Uejcnpuon of '

^^^^ ventured to pafs the Seine at Paris, over-
i:- amine Bay,

againft the Louvre, in fuch W^eather. As to

the reft, this Place is very £t to deftroy an Army, which depends
on the Chace or the Fifhery for their Subfiftençe, befides that

the Air appears to be very unhealthy here. But nothing is finer

than the Woods that cover the Borders of the Lake ; The white
and red Oaks rife up here even to the Clouds. There is alfo

here a Tree of the largeft Kind ; the Wood of which is hard,

but brittle, and much refembles that of the Plane-Tree : The
Leaf has five Points, is of a middle Size, a very fine Green on
the Infide, and whitifli without. It is called here the Cotton-Ty-ee^

becaufe in a Shell nearly of the Bignefs of a Horfe Chefnut, it

bears a Kind of Cotton ; which appears, neverthelefs, of no
Ufe. —As I walked upon the Side of the Lake, I obferved
that it lofes Ground on this Side fenfibly : This is evident,

becaufe for the Space of half a League in Depth the Land is

much lower and more fandy than it is beyond, I have
obferved alfo in this Lake (and they afiure me the fame happens
in all the others) a Kind of Flux and Reflux almoft momentane-
ous ; fome Rocks which are pretty near the Shore being covered
and uncovered feveral Times within the Space of a Quarter of
an Hour, although the Surface of the Lake was very calm, and
there was fcarce any Wind. After having confidered this fome
Time, I imagined it might proceed from Springs which are at the

Bottom of the Lake, and from the Shocks of thofe Currents
with thofe of the Rivers, which flow in from all Parts, and which
produce thefe intermitting Motions.

(a) The River of the AJfumptiony 2l League from the Point of the ^ra*
^erfe ; that of Sables, three Leagues further

j thaç of la Planche, (the Plank

)

two Leagues further j that of ia grande Famine, (the great Famine) two
Leagues more ; that of la petite Famine, (the little Famine) on^ I^^^guej that
QÏ la grofje Ecorce, (the thick Bark) one League.

9 But
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But would you believe, Madam, that in this Seafon, and in

Wh the Trees
^'^ E)egrees Latitude, there is not yet a Leaf

1 T ' Upon the Trees, thouo h we have fometimes as
haue no Lea<ves in ^tt.. i- -^iA/r 1 r i

7!/f r^^nr. ereatlieat as you have m the Month of July,
theMonth ofm?iy, R^, r> r r ^-l- - -n* i

1''^

^ I he Reaion of this is, without Doubt, be-
caufe the Earth, which has been covered with Snow feveral

Months, is not yet heated enough to open the Pores of the

Roots, and to make the Sap rife. For the reft, the great and the

little Famine do not deferve the Name of Rivers
; they are but

Brooks, efpecially the laft, but are pretty well ftocked with Fifh.

There are here fome Eagles of a prodigious Bignefs. My Peo-
ple have juft now taken down a Neft, which confifted of a Cart
Load of Wood, and two Eagles which were not yet fledged, and
which were bigger than the largeft Hen Turkeys : They eat

them, and found them very good.

I returned to Cataroccui ; where, the Night that I ftaid there,

I was Witnefs to a Scene that was fomething curious. About
Ten or Eleven o'Clock at Night, juft as I was going to Bed, I

heard a Cry, which they told me v/as a War-Cry ; and a little

after, I faw a Company of Mijpfaguex. enter the Fort iinging.

Some Years fmce, theib Savages engaged themfelves in the

V/ar which the Iroquois make with the Cherokees, a pretty nume-
rous People, v/ho inhabit a fine Country to the South of Lake
Erie, and fince that Time the young People are eager for Wan
Three or four of thefe Heroes, equipped as fora Mafquerade,
their Faces painted in a horrible Manner, and followed by almoft

all the Savages who live about the Fort, after having run thro*

all their Cabins fmging their War-Song to the Sound of the

Chichikouê (a), came to do the fame in all the Apartments of the

Fort, in Honour to the Commandant and the Officers. I confefs

to you, Madam, that there is fomething in this Ceremony which
fills one with Horror the iirft Time one fees it ; and I found by
it what I had not fo fenfibly perceived before, as I did then, <vi%.

that I was amongft Barbarians : Their Singing has always feme-

thing mournful and difmal ; but here I found in it fomething ter-

rifying, cau fed perhaps folely by the Darknefs of the Night,
and the Preparation of the Feaft, for it is one for the Savages.

This Invitation was addrefTed to the Iroquois ; but they, who be-

gin to be Lofers by the War with the Cherokeesy or who were not

in a Humour for it, demanded Time to deliberate, and every one
returned to his own Home.

(a) The Chkhïhué is a Kind of Calibaih, full ©f Pebblcf •

It
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It appears. Madam, that in thefe Soùgs they invoke the God

Of the God o'^
War, whom the Hurens call

,

jrejkoui ; an<i
"^^ ^ the Iroquois call him Agrejkoue, " I know not

what Name they give him in the Algonquin

Language. But is it not fomething ilraage that in the Greek^^oxài.

Ares, who is the Mars^ or the God of War, in all the Countries

where they have followed the Theology of îîomer^ we find the

Root from which feveral Terms oi the Huron and Iroquois Lan-
guage feem to have been derived, which relate to War ? Aregoueji

lignifies to make War, and is thus declined
; Garego^ I make

War; •î^r^^^, thou makeH War; Arego^ he makes War. For the

reft, Arejkoui is not only the Mars of thefe People ; he is alfo their

cK^ef God ; or, as they exprefa it, the Great Spirit^ the Creator

and Maftirr of the World, the Genius who governs every Thing :

But it is chiefly for Military Expeditions that they invoke him ;

as if the Attribute which does him the moft Honour, was that of

the God of Hojîs : His Name is the War-Cry before the Battle, and
in the Height of the Engagement : Upon the March alfo they

often repeat it, by Way of Encouragement to each other, and to

implore his Afliftance.

To take up the Hatchet, is to declare War ; Every private

Of the Déclara
^^^'^'^^ a Right to do it, without any one

'on of War
" having a Power to hinder him; unlefs it be

tion Of ar.
among the Hurons and the Iroquois^ with whom

the Mothers of Families can declare or forbid War when they

pleafe» We fhall fee, in its proper Place, how far their Authority

extends in thefe Nations. But if a Matron wouid engage one who
has no Dependence on her, to make a Party of War, either to

appeafe the Manes of her Hufband, of her Son, or of a near

Relation, or to get Prifoners to fupply the Places of thofe in her

Cabin whom Death or Captivity have deprived her of, fhe is

obliged to make him a Prefentof a Collaror Necklace of Shells;^

and it is very feldom that fuch an Livitation is without, Effeil..

"i^nieir tKF Bufô a War in all the Forms between
two or more Nations, the Manner of expreHing it is, to ha?tg the

Kettle upon the Fire ; and it has its Origin, without Doubt, from
the barbarous Cuftom of eating the Prifoners, and thofe that^
were killed, after they had boiled them. They fay alfo in direél

"

Words, that they are going to ^12/^ Nation ; to fignify, that they will
make a cruel War againft it ; and it feldom happens oth^i-wife.

When they would engage an Ally in a Quarrel, they îp\à him a
Porcelain ; that is to Jay, a great Shell, to invite him t6 drink the
Blood, or (according to the Meaning of the Terms they isfe) the
Broth of the Flefh of their Enenries. After all, this Caftom
may be very antient ; but it does not follow from hence, that

thefe People were always Man-Eaters : It was perhaps, in the
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primitive Times, only an allegorical Way of fpeaking, fuch as

we often fi-" i even in the Scripture. The Enemies of Da^id
did not, as appears, make it a Cuftom to eat the Flefli of their

Enemies, when he faid, P/ xxvii. 2. If'hen the Wicked, e^-ven

mine Emmies, came upon me to eat up my Flejlo^ In after Times, cer-

tain Nations that were become lavage and barbarous, fubftituted

the Fad in the Room of the Figure.

I have faid that the Porcelain of thefe Countries are Shells :

>f 7^- rr They are found on the Coafts of Nen.v Ef?2-A Di^refhon on j y a rr- • rr<L 1, i?j

he Porcelain cr
^ Virginia : 1 hey are cnannel d,

rr QÎ 11^ ^ pretty long, a little pointed, without Au-

Canada
ncles, and pretty thick. The Fifli that is m-
clofed in thefe Shells, is not good to eat ; but

the Infide of the Shell is of fuch a fine Varnifn, and fuch lively

Colours, that Art cannot come near it. When the Savages went
quite naked, they applied them to the ûime Ufe as our fir il Fa-

rents did the Fig Leaves, when they favv their Nakednefs-, and
were ailiamed of it. They hung them alfo about their Necks,
as them.ofl precious Thing they had ; and it is at this Day one
of their greateil Treafures, and fineil Ornaments. In a Word,
they have the fame Idea of them, as we have of Gold, Silver,

and precious Stones ; being fomuch the more reafonablein this,

as they need only in a Manner ftoop to obtain Treafures as real

as our's, lince all depends upon Opinion.

James Cartier fpeaks in his Memoirs of a Kind of Shell fome-
thing like thefe, which he found in the I fie of Montreal : He
calls it Efurgni ; and aiferts, that it had the Virtue to flop bleed-

ing at the Nofe. Perhaps it is the fame with that we are fpeak-

ing of ; but they find none about the Ifle of Montreal, and I never

heard that thefe Shells had the Properties v/hich C^m>r mentions e

They are of two Sorts, or of two Colours ; one White, the

Of the Strin s
cïther Violet. : The fir11 is the moil common,

nd Necklaces of
perhaps for this Reafon is lefs efteemed ,

p J
^ The fécond appears to be fomething of a iiner

rorcelatn. ^^^.^ ^^^^^ wrought. The deeper the

Colour is, the m.ore valuable it is. They make of both Sorts

little cylindrical Beads : They pierce them, and firing them
;

and it is of this that they make Strings and Necklaces of Porcelain?^

The Strings are nothing elfe but four or five Threads, or little

Slips of Skin about a Foot long, on which the Beads are flrung.

The Necklaces are a Sort of Fillet, or Diadems formed of thefe

Strings ; which are confined by Threads, which make a Texture
of four, five, fix, or feven Rows of Beads, and of a propor-

tionable Length : This depends on the Importance of the Af-
fair they treat of, and on the Dignity of the Ferfons to whom the

Necklace is prefented.

By
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tey the Mixture of Beads of different Colours they form

Vvhat Figures and Characters they pleafe, which often ferve to

exprefs the Affairs in Queilion. Sometimes alfo they paint
the Beads ; at leaft it is certain they often fend red Necklaces,
when it concerns War. Thefe Necklaces are preferved with Care,
and they not only make a Part of the public Treafure, but they
are alfo as it were Records and Annals which are laid up in the

Cabin of the Chief : When there are in one Village two Chiefs
of equal Authority, they keep the Treafure and Records by
Turns for a Night ; but this Night at prefent is a v/hoie
Fear.

It is only Affairs of Confequence that are treated of by

Of their Ufe
Necklaces ; for thofe of lefs Importance

*^ ' they ufe Strings of Porcelain, Skins, Cover-
lets, Maiz, either in whole Grains or in Flour, and other

fuch-like Things; for the public Treafure is a Receptacle for

all thefe. When they invite a Village or a Nation to enter into

a League, fometimes inftead of a Necklace they fend a Flag
dipt in Blood ; but this Cudom is modern, and it is very pro-

bable that the Savages took the Notion from the Sight of the

%vhite Flags of the French^ and the red Flags of the Englijfh.

It is faid alfo that we made Ufe of thefe fril with them, and
that they took a Fancy to dye their Flags in Blood when they

intended to declare War.
The Calumet is not lefs facred among thefe People than ''the

Of the Calumet
Necklaces of Porcelain ; if you believe them,

d ts Ufe^
^ ' derived from Heaven, for they fay it is

^ ^ J^*
2^ Prefent which was made them by the Sun*

It is more in Ufe with the Nations of the South and Weft, than

thofe of the North ajad_E4,ftj, and it is often er ufed for Peace
jthan for W'dr^...^XJa7umet is a A^or^'^/zTT^btd, whic^^ Reed^

and tlieXSIumet of the Savages is properly the Tube of a Pipe ;

but they com.prehend under this Nam.e the Pipe alfo, as well as

its Tube. In the Calumet m.ade for Ceremony, the Tube is

very long, the Bowl of the Pipe is cornmonly made of a Kind
of reddilh Marble, very eafy to work, and which is found in

the Country of the Jjouez beyond the Mijjifjippi : The Tube is

of a light Wood painted of different Colours, and adorned with
the Heads, Tails, and Feathers of the fineft Birds, which is in

all Appearance merely for Ornament. The Cuitom is to fmoke
in the Calumet when you accept it, and perhaps there is no In-
ftance where the Agreement has been violated which v/as made
by this Acceptation. The Savages are at leail perfuaded, that

the Great Spirit would not leave fuch a Breach of Faith unpu-
nifhed : If in the midft of a Battle the Enemy prefents a Calu-
met it is allowable to refufe it, but if they receive it they muil

inftantly
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inftantly lay down their Arms : There are Calumets for every
Kind of Treaty. In Trade, when they have agreed upon the

Exchange, they prefent a Calumet to confirm it, which renders

it in fome Manner facred. When it concerns War, not only the

Tube, but the Feathers alfo that adorn it, are red : Sometimes
they are only fet on one Side ; and they fay that according to

the Manner in which the Feathers are difpofed, they immediate-
ly know what Nation it is that prefents it, and whom they in-

tend to attack.

There is fcarce any Room to doubt but that the Savages, in

making thofe fmoke in the Calumet, with whom they would
trade or treat, intend to take the Sun for Witaefs, and in

fome Meafure for a Guarantee of their Treaties ; for they never
fail to blow the Smoke towards this Planet : But that from this

Practice, and the common Ufe of the Calumets, one ihould in-

fer as fome have done, that this Pipe might well be in its Ori-
gin, the Caduceus of Mercury^ does not appear to me to be
probable, becaufe this Caduceus had no Relation to the Sun • and
becaufe in the Traditions of the Savages, we have found nothing
that gives any Room to judge, that they ever had any Know-
ledge of the Greek Mythology. It would be in my Opinion,
much more natural to think that thefe People, having found by
Experience that the Smoke of their Tobacco dpws Vapours
from the Brain, makes the Head clearer, roufes the Spirits,

and makes us fitter to treat of Affairs, have for thefe Reafons in-

troduced the Ufe of it in their Councils, where in Fad they have
always the Pipe in their Mouths; and that after having gravely de-

liberated and taken their Refolution, they thought they could ne-

ver find a Symbol fitter to put a Seal to their Determinations,

nor any Pledge more capable of confirming the Execution of

them, than the Inftrument which had fo much Share in their De-
liberations. Perhaps it will appear to you more fimple, Ma-
dam, to fay that thefe People could not find any Signs more
natural to mark a ftriél Union, than to fmoke in the fame Pipe;

efpecially if the Smoke they draw from it, is offered to a Deity

who puts the Seal of Religion to it. To fmoke in the fame Pipe

therefore in Token of Alliance, is the fame Thing as to drink in

the fame Cup, as has been pradifed at all Times by many Na-
tions- Thefe are Cuilom.s which are too natural, to feek any Myf-
tery in them.
The Largenefs, and the Ornaments of the Calumets, which

are prefented to Perfons of Diftindlion, and on important Occa-

fions, have nothing neither that fhould make us fearch far for the

Motive of it. When Men become ever fo little acquainted, and

have a mutual Refped, they accuftom themfelves to a certain Re-

gard for one another, chiefly on Occafions of a publick Con-
cern i
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C€rn ; or when they ftrive to gain the Good-will of thofe with

whom they treat ; and from thence comes the Care they take to

give more Ornament to the Prefects they make. For the reil,

they fay that the Calumet was given by the Sun to the Panisy

2L Nation fettled upon the Borders of the Miffouri, and which ex-

tends much towards iWw Mexico. But thefe Savages have pro-

bably done like many other People, they have pretended fome-

thing marvellous, to make a Cuftom eileemed, of which they

were the Authors ; and all that we can conclude from this Tradi^

tion is that the Pants were the moft antient Worfhippers of the

Sun, or were more diftinguifhed in their Way of Worfhip of it,

than the other Nations of this part of the Continent of Ameri-»

cas, and that they were the firft who thought of making the Ca«
lumet a Symbol of Alliance. In fiiort if the Calumet was in

in its Inftitution, the Caduceus of Mercury^ it would be employ-
ed only for Peace, or for Trade ; but it is certain that it is ufed

in Treaties which concern War. Thefe Reflexions, Madam, ap-

peared neceffary to me, to give you a perfeél Knowledge of what
concerns the War of the Savages, which I fhall entertain you
with in my Letters, till I have entirely exhaufled this Subjed ;

if they are Digreffions they are not quite foreign to my Subjeft*

Befides, a Traveller endeavours to place in the bell Order he
can, whatever he learns on his Route.

lam, &c.

LETTER Xni.

J Defcrtption of the Countryfrom Famine làay y to the Ri^er of Sa-,

BLES. Moti<ves of the Wars of the Savages* Departure of the War^
riorsy and njohat preceeds their Departure, Their FarenjoelL Their
Arms Offenf^e and Defenjlue* The Care they take to carry uoitb

them their Tutelar Deities. Particulars of the Country up to

Niagara.

Madam, River of Sables, 19,

I AM again detained here by a contrary Wind, which arofe

the Moment that we were in the faireft Way to proceed. It

alfo furprifed us fo fuddenly, that we Ihould have been in a bad
Contlition if we had not very luckily met with this little River
to Ihelter us. You muft allow, Madam, that there are many
Difficulties and Inconveniencies to get over in a Journey like
this. It is very melancholy to travel fometimes two hundred
Leagues without finding a Houfe, or meeting a Man 5 not to be

able
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able to venture a Traverfe of about two or three Leagiie$

to fave going twenty, without endangering one's Life by
the Caprice of the Winds ; to be detained, as it fometimes
happens, whole Weeks on a Point or on a barren Shore, where
if it rains you mull remain under a Canoe or under a Tent : If

the Wind is high, you muft feek Shelter in a Wood, where
you are not without Danger of being killed by the Fall of a

Tree. One might Ihun fome of thefe Inconveniencies by build-

ing Barks, to fail up the Lakes, but to do this the Trade ought

to be of more Worth.
We are here upon the Edge of the Iroquois Cantons : We em-

T> f 'fit' f
barked Yellerday early in the Morning, in

the Coai
^ fineft Weather in the World ; there was

* not a Breath of Air, and the Lake was as

fmooth as Glafs. About nine or ten o'Clock we pafled the Mouth
of the River Onnontague, which appears to me about feventy

Yards wide. The Lands are fomewhat low, but very well wood-
ed. Almoft all the Rivers which water the Iroquois Cantons flow

into this, the Source of which is a Lake called Ga7inentaha, on the

Border ofwhich there are fome Salt Springs. About half an Hour
after eleven o'Clock, a little Wind from the Norvh Eaft made us

fet up our Sail, and in a few Hours carried us "to the Bay of
Goyogouins, which is ten Leagues from Onrmtagiie. All the Coaft

in this Space is varied with Marlhes and ihgh Lands, fomething

fandy, and covered with very fine Trees, especially Oak, which
feem as if they had been planted by the Hand.
A violent Wind from the Land, which came upon us near the

Bay of Goyogouinsy obliged us to take Shelter in it. It is one of the

£nell Places I ever faw. A Peninfula v/ell wooded advances

in the Middle, and forms a Kind of Theatre. On the left

of the Entrance, we perceived a little Ifland, which hides

the Entrance of a River by which the Goyogouins defcend into

the Lake. The Wind did not lafi:, we purfued our Courfe,

and we made three or four Leagues more. This Morning we
embarked before the Rifmg of the Sun, and we made five or fix

Leagues. I know not iiow long the North Weft Wind will keep

us here ; in the mean time I fhall refume my Account of the

Wars of the Savages where I broke off.

It feldom happens. Madam, that thefe Barbarians refufe to

n/r . J.J eneape in a War, when they are invited to
Mottles ^hch

i.g^^j^^.^ ^^^^ They , have no Need in
engage the Savages

^^^^^^^ Invitation to take up Arms ; the
io maf^e n ar.

^^^^ Motive or Trifle, even nothing, often

induces them to it. Revenge efpecially : They have^ always

fome old or new Injury to revenge, for Time never in them

heals thefe Sorts of Wounds, how light foever they may be.

So



Travels in ISlorth America. 137

So that there is no depending upon Peace being folidly efcablifh*

ed betweeh two Nations which have been Enemies a long Time.
On the other Hand, the Defire of fupplying the Place of the

Dead by Prifoners, or of appealing their Spirits, the Whim of
a private Perfon, a Dream that he explains his own Way, and
other Reafons or Pretences as frivolous, are the Caufes that we
often fee a Troop of Adventurers fet out for War, who thought
of nothing lefs the Day before.

It is true that thefe little Expeditions, without the Confent of
the Council, are commonly of no great Confequence, and as

they require no great Preparations, little Notice is taken of
them; and generally fpeaking, they are not much difpleafed to

fee the young People thus exercife themfelves, and they muit
have very good Reafons who would oppofe it. Authority is fel-

dom employed for this Purpofe, becaufe every one is Mafter of
his own Condud. But they endeavour to intimidate fome by
falfe Reports, which they give out; they folicit others un-
der-hand, they engage the Chiefs by Prefents to break the Par*

ty, which is very eafy ; for to this Purpofe there needs only
a true Dream or a feigned one. In fome Nations the lail Re-
fource is to apply to the Matrons, and this is almoll always ef»

feélual ; but they never have Recourfe to this but when the Af-
fair is of great Confequence.
A War which concerns all the Nation is not concluded on fo

rrj T^jT J eafily : They weigh with a great deal of
TheManner hoiv i ^ i

' r • • j aj
a War is refolded

hought the Inconveniencies and the Ad»
. vantages of it; and Vv^hilil they deliberate,

they are extremely careful to avoid every

Thing that would give the Enemy the leaft Caufe to fufpect that

they intend to break with them. War being refolved on^ they
dire6lly confider of the Proviiions and the Equipage of the

Warriors, and this does not require much Time. The DanceS;^

Songs, Feafts, a,nd fome fuperfritious Ceremonies, v/hich vary
much, according to the different Nations, require much more*
He who is to command does not think of railing Soldiers till

The Prêta
failed feveral Days, during which he

/^^7 ni ' r is fmeared with black, has fcarce any Con-
tions of the Chief, - r - -.-l •

i -r**^ \
verlation with any one, invokes Day and

Night his tutelar Spirit, and above all, is very careful taobferve
his Dreams. Being fully perluaded, according to the prefumptuous
Nature of thefe Savages, that he is going to obtain a Vidory,
he feldom fails of having Dreams according to his Willies. The
Fall being over, he afîembles his Friends, and with a Collar of
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one is not wiped away, his Body is not covered, and I wilf

acquit myfelf of this Duty towards him.'* He declares alfo

the other Motives which make him take Arms. Then he adds<^

I am therefore refoved to go to fuch a Place, to pull off

Scalps^ or to make Prifoners ; or elfe I will eat fuch or fuch a

f Nation* If I perifh in this glorious Enterprize^ or if any of
*^ thofe who will accompany me fhonld lofe their Lives, this

Collar lhall ferve to receive us, that we may not continue to

lie in the Dull, or in the Dirt." By which is meant, probably,

that it fhall belong to him who fhall take Care to bury the dead«

In pronouncing thefe lail Words, he lays the Collar on the

Ground,' arid he who takes it up, declares himfelf by doing it his

Lieutenant ! Then he thanks him for the Zeal he fhews to re-

venge his Brother, or to fupport the Honour of his Nation. Af-
terwards they heat Water, they vvalhthe Face of the Chief, they
fet his Kair in Order, greafe it, and paint it. They alfo paint
his Face with various ColourSj and put on his finefi: Robe. Thus
adorned, he fings in a low Tone the Song of Death ; his Soldiers,

i/yaf is tofay^ all who have offered to accompany him, (for no
Perfon is conftrained to go) then fing out with a loud Voice,
one after another, their War-Song ; for every Man has his own,
which no other is allowed to ling. There are fome alfo peculiar

to each Family*

After this Preliminary, which paffes in a remote Place, and

<ri T\ I t J.'
often in a Stove, the Chief goes to communi-

tfthe Counrt ^ Project to the Council, which con-
cj e ounc.

. ^^-j^^ upon it without ever admitting to this

Confultation, the Author of the Enterprize. As foon as his

Project is accepted, he makes a Feall, of which the chief, and
fometimes the only Diih, mud be a Dog. Some pretend that

this Animal is offered to the God of War before it is put into

the Kettle, and perhaps this is the Cuftom among fome Na-
tions. For I muft inform you here. Madam, that what I

fliall fay to you on this Article, I do not warrant to be the ge-
neral Cuflom among all the Nations. But it appears certain,

that on the Occalion now mentioned, they make a great many
Invocations to all the Spirits good and evil, and above all to the

God of War.
All this lafls many Days, or rather is repeated many Days

TheMeaAtr sthe
^°g^^^^^ • '^"^ though all the People feem en-

je ea^tires .ey
^-^^i^ employed in thefe Feads, each Family

Toners
^^^^^ ^^^^^ Meafures to have its Share of the

-^^ Prifoners that fhall be made, in order to re-

pair their Loffes, or to revenge their Slain. With this View
they make Prefents to the Chief, who, on his Side, gives his

Word and Pledges. In Cafe of Want of IJrifoners they aS Scalps,

and
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m& this ÎS eafier to obtain. In fome Places, as among the Iro^

quoisj as foon as a military Expedition is refolved upon, they fet

on the Fire the Kettîe of War, and they give Notice to their

Allies to bring jfomething for it ; in doing which they declare

that they approve the Undertaking, and will go Part in it.

All thofe who engage themfelves, give to the Chief, as 2

Sign of their Engagement, a Bit of Wood, with their Mark.

Whoever, after this, fhould go back from his Word, would run

a Rifque of his Life, at leaft h,e would be difgraced for ever.

The Party being form.ed, the War Chief prepares a new Feail,

to which all the Village muft be invited ; and before any Thing
is touched, he fays, or an Orator for him, and in his Name, *^ Bre-

thren, I know that I am not yet a Man, but you know^ ne-

*^ verthelefs, that I have feen the Enemy near enough. We have
*^ been ilain, the Bones of fuch and fuch a one remain yet unco-
< « vered, they cry out againll us, we muft fatisfy them : They were
** Men ; l^0)v could we forget them fo foon, and remain fo long

quiet upt)n our Mats? In fhort, the Spirit that is interefted in

my Glory has infpired pie to revenge them. Young Men take

Courage, drefs your Hair, pdntyour Faces, fill your Quivers,

and make our Fprefts echo with your Songs of War; let us re-

*^ lieve the Cares of our dead, and inform them that they are

going to be revenged."

After this Difcourfe, and the Applaufes that never fail^ to

e J T\ follow it, the Chief advances into the midft
^ongs/indDan.

Afiembly with his Fighting-Club or

7f\h wtrZf' Head-breaker in his Hand, and fmgs ;
all his

cj- e armors.
Soldiers anfwer him finging, and fwear to

fupport him well, or to die in the Attempt. All this is ac-

companied with very expreffive Geftures, to make one underftand

^
that they will not fly from the Enemy. But it is to be remarked,

that no Soldier drops any Expreffion that denotes the leaft De-
pendence. They only promife to a6l with a great deal of Union
and Harmony. On the other Hand, the Engagement they

take, requires great Returns from the Chiefs. For Inftance,

every Time that in the public Dances, a Savage, ftriking his

Hatchet upon a Poft fet up on Purpofe, puts the Afiembly in

Mind of his brave Aélio^is, as it always happens, the Chief un-

der whofe Condu6l he performed them, is obliged to make
him a Prefent; at leaft this is the Cuftom among fome Na-
tions..

The Songs are followed by Dances : Sometimes it is only walk-^

cr-i TiT .7 r ins: with a proud Step, but keepins: Time;

Peotle ha^e of
^^her Times they have pretty lively Mo-

'^^^ tions, reprefenting the Operations of a Cam^
ourage,

paign, and always keeping Time. At length

Ù\t Feaft puts an End ta the Ceremony, The War-Chief is only

T Z a Spec-
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^ Spe£lator of it, with a Pipe in his Mouth : It is the famé
Thing commonly in all their Feafts of Preparation, that he
who gives them, touches nothing. The following Days, and
till the Departure of the Warriors, there pafTes many Things
which are not worth Notice, and which are not conftantly prac-

tifed. But Î muîl not forget a Cullom which is fingular enough,
and which the Iroquois never difpenfe with : It appears to have
been invented to difcover thofe who have Senfe, and know how
to be Mailers of themfelves ; for thefe People whom we treat

as Barbarians, cannot conceive that any Man can have true

Courage if he is not Mailer of his PaŒons, and if he cannot
bear the higheil Provocations : This is their Way of pro-

ceeding.

The oldell of the Military Troop affront the young People

^heTrial ^hich
injurious Manner they can think

Wartrs
^nemy : They throw hot Coals upon

amors.
their Heads, they make them the lharpefl: Re-

proaches, they load them with the m.oft injurious Expreffions, and
carry this Game to the greateft Extremities. This muft be en-

dured with a perfect Infenfibility : To fhew on thefe Occafions the

leaft Sign of Impatience, would be enough to be judged unworthy
of bearing Arms for ever. But when it is pradifed by People of
the fame Age, as it often happens, the AggrefTor muft be well

allured that he has nothing to account for himfelf, otherwife

when the Game is done, he would be obliged to make Amends
for the Infult by a Prefent : I fay, when the Game is done ; for

all the Time it lails, they mull fuffer every Thing without being

angry, though the Joke is often carried fo far as to throw Fire-

brands at their Heads, and to give them great Blows with a

Çudgel.

As the Hope of being cured of their Wounds, if they have the

_ . Misfortune to receive any, does not contri-

^
i be Frecmtions ^^^^ ^ ^-^^l^ engage the braveft to expofe

for tœ -ujounaed,
themfelves to the greateft Dangers, after

what I have related, they prepare Drugs, about which their

Jugglers are employed. I Ihail tell you another Time what Sort^

of People thefe Jugglers are. All the Village being aiTembled^-*'

one of thefe Quacks declares that he is going to communi<^ate >

to the Roots and Plants, of which he bas made a good Pj'Ôvi-

fion, the Virtue ofhealing all Sorts of Wounds, andevenôf re-

floring Life to the dead. Immediately he begins to fin;g;, o-

ther Jugglers anfwer him ; and they fuppofe tliat during the

Concert, which you may imagine is not very hai-naonious,' and
which is accompanied with many Grimaces of the Aftors, the

healing Virtue is communieated to the Drugs. TThe principal

* Juggler
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Juggler proves them afterwards : He begins by making his Lips

bleed, he applies his Remedy; the Blood, which the Impoflor

tak?s Care to fuck in dexterouily, ceafes to ran, and they cry

out a Miracle / After this he takes a dead Animal, he gives

the Company Time enough to be well affured that he is dead,

then by the Means of a Pipe which he has thruft under the Tail,

he caufes it to move, in blowing fome Herbs into its Mouth, and
their Cries of Admiration are redoubled, Laftly, all the Troop
of Jugglers go round the Cabins finging the Virtue of their Me-
dicines. Thefe Artifices at the Bottom do not impofe on any
one ; but they amufe the Multitude, and Cuilom muft he fol-

lowed.

There is another Cuflom peculiar to the Miamis, and perhaps

o . J
to fome Nations in the Neighbourhood of

cT^^L of th ^^^f)^^^^- ^ thefe Particulars from a French-^

Imainis to tre
^ Witnefs of them. After a

S i? pre-
folemnFeaft, they placed, faid he, on a Kind

p^e^themfehesfor
^^^^ p/^^^^. ^^^^^ ^j^j^ g^^^ ,gj^.^^^

the Heads of which were painted green. Ail
the Savages pafTed this Alt^ir bowing their Knees, and the Jug-
glers lead the Van, holding in their Hands a Sack which con-
tained all the Things which they ufe in their Conjurations.

They all ftrove to exceed each other in their Contoriions, and
as any one diftinguilhed himfelf in this Way, they applauded
him with great Shouts. When they had thus paid their firit

Homage to the Idol, all the People danced in much Confufion,
to the Sound of a Drum and a Chkhiccue ; and during this Time
the Jugglers made a Shew of bewitching fome of the Savages, v/ho
feemed ready to expire : Then putting a certain Powder upori

their Lips, they made them recover. When this Farce had
lafted fome Time, he who prefided at the Feaft, having at his

Sides two Men and two Women, run through all the Cabins tô

give the Savages Notice that the Sacrifices v/ere going to begin.
When he met any one in his Way, he put both his Hands
on his^Head, and the Perfon met embraced his Knees. The Vic-
.tims were to be Dogs, and one heard on every Side the Crieç
of thefe Animals, whofe Throats they cut; and the Savages,
-who howled with all their Strength, feemed to imitate their Cries*

As foon as the Flefh was drelTed, they offered it to the Idols ;

then they eat it, and burnt the Bones. All this while the Juggler!
nev^r ceafed raifing the pretended dead, and the whole ended by
the Dklribution that was made to thefe Quacks, of whatever wai
found moft ÇO their Liking in all the ^Vilfage.

Proiil
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From the Time that the Refolution is taken to make War^,

A T\ r 'J..' ^ till the Departure of the Warriors, they finp;
JDe/cnpmnof

^^^^^ War-Songs every Night : The Days
the Racquets for rr j - i

• -n
' rm_

^ , are palled in makins: Preparations. They
^valKinv upon t/oe j \ r xxr - \. r ^i -irr

S ouj" and of th'' ^^P^^^ lome Warriors to go to ling the War^

Skdr^es 'fhr carr
^ ^^^S amongâ their Neighbours and Allies,

'

^^'^th Ba ^^a'^e'
^'^^^^ engage beforehand by fecret Ne-mg e ^gg^^^* gociations. If they are to go by Water, they

build, or repair their Canoes : If it is Winter they furnilh them^
felves with Snow Shoes and Sledges. The Raquets which they
muil: have to walk on the Snow are about three Feet long, and
jiabout fifteen or lixteen Inches in their greateft Breadth. Their
Shape is oval, excepting the End behind, which terminates in.a

Point; little Sticks placed acrofs at five or fix Inches from each
End, ferve to llrengthen them, and the Piece which is before is

in the Shape of a Bow, where the Foot is fixed, and tied with
Leather Thongs. The Binding of the Raquet is made of Slips of
Leather about a fixth Part of an Inch wide, and the Circumference
as of light Wood hardened by Fire. To walk well with thefe Ra-
Îuets, they muft turn their Knees a little inwards, and keep their

iCgs wide afunder. It is fome Trouble to accuftom ones felf

to it, but Vk^hen one is ufed to it, one v/alks with as much Eaf^

and as little Fatigue as if one had nothing on -ones Feet, It is

not pofiible to ufe the Raquets with our comniOB- Shoes, we
piufl take thofe of the Savages., which are a Kind of S ^ : adc

of Skins dried in the Smoke, folded over at the End ci l= ;t,

aiid tied with Strings. The Sledges which ferve to c.xrry die

Baggage, and in Cafe of Need the fick and wounded, are two lit^

tie Boards, very thin, about half a Foot broad each Board, and fi;<

or feven Feet long. The fore Part is a little bent upwards, and the

Sides are bordered by little Bands* to which they fallen Straps

to bind what is upon the Sledge. However loaded thefe Car-
riages may be, a Savage can draw them with Eafe by the Help
of a long Band of Leather, which he puts over his Breafl, and
which they call Collars. They draw Burdens this Way, and th^

Mothers ufe them to carry Children with their Cradles, but
then it is over their Foreheads that the Band is fixed.

All Things being ready, and the Day of Departure being come,

„ „ ^ they take their Leave with great Demonftra-
jheFare^-ujedof

Tendernefs. Every Body de^
the Warriors,

^^^^^ fomething that has been ufed the

Warriors, and in Return give them Ibme Pledges of their friend-
Ihip, and AITurançes of a perpetual Remembrance^ They fcarce

enter any Cabin, but they take away their Robe to give them a
better, at leaft one as good. Laftly, they all meet at the Cabin
mi ihe Chief ; They find him armed as he was the firft Day he

^Tp4)kf
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fpoke to them ; and as he always appeared in publkk from

that Day. They then paint their Faces, every one according

to his own Fancy, and all of them in a very frightful Manner,

The Chief makes them a ihort Speech ; then he comes cut of

his Cabin, finging his Song of Death : They all follow him in a

Line, keeping a profound Silence, and they do the fame çvery

Morning when they renew their March. Here the Women go

before with the Provifions ; and when theWarriors come up with

them, they give them their Clothes, and remain almoiî: naked, at

leaft as much as the Seafon will permit.

Formerly the Arms of thefe People were Bows and Arrows,

T.J and a Kind of Javelin ; which, as well as
Of their Arms,

^j^^.^ Arrows, was armed with a Point of
offenfléeand dejen- go^e wrought in different Shapes. Befides

fi'^^' this, they had v/hat they cal] the Head-»

breaker : This is a little Club of very hard Wood, the Head of

which is round, and has one Side with an Edge to cut. The
greateft Part have no defenfive Arms ; but when they attack an

Intrenchment, they cover their whole Body with little light

Boards t Some have a Sort of Cuirafs made of Rufliesj or fmall

pliable Sticks, pretty well v/rought : They had alfo Defences

for their Arms and Thighs of the fame Matter. But as this

Armour was not found to be Proof againil Fire Arms, they have

left it off, and ufe nothing in its Stead. The Wellern Savages

always make Ufe of Bucklers of Bulls Hides, which are very

light, and which a Pvîuiket-Ball will not pierce. It is fomething

furprifing that the other Nations do not ufe them.

When they make Ufe of our Swords, which is very feldom,

they ufe them like Spontoons ; but when they can get Guns^

and Powder, and Ball, they lay afide their Bows and Arrows, and

(hoot very well. V/e have often had Reafon to repent of letting

them have any Fire Arms ; but it was not we who firft did it :

The Iroquois having got fome of the Dutch, then in Poffeffion of

Ne^ Tork, we were under a Neceffity of giving the fame to our

Allies. Thefe Savages have a Kind of Enfigns to know one
another, and to rally by : Thefe are little Pieces of Bark cut

rounds which they put on the Top of a Pole, and on which they

have traced the Mark of their Nation, and of their Village. If

the Party is num^erous, each Family or Tribe has its Enfign with

its diftinguifhing Mark : Their Arms are alfo diftinguifhed with

different Figures^ and fometimes with a particular Mark of the

Chief.

But what the Savages would Hill lefe forget than their Arms,

Of the Care
^nd v/hich they have the greatefl Care about

. , f thev are capable of, are their Manitous. I
take to carry

^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ .^^ ^^^^



144 Hî/îorteal Journal of

the Symbols under which every one reprefents his familiar Spk
rit. They put them into a Sack, painted of various Colours

;

and often, to do Honour to the Chief, they place this Sack in th«

fore Part of hir Canoe. If there are too mzny Manitous to be
contained in one Sack, they diftribute them into feveral, which
are entrufted to the Keeping of the Lieutenant and the Elders

of each Family : They put with thefe the Prefents which
have been made to have Prifoners, with the Tongues of all

the Animals they have killed during the Campaign, and of
which they muft make a Sacrifice to the Spirits at their Return.

In their Marches by Land, the Chief carries his Sackhimfelf,

y/hich he calls his Mat ; but he may eafe himfelf of this Bur-

then, by giving it to any one he chufes ; and he need not fear

that any Perfon iliould refufe to relieve him, becaufe this carries

with it a Mark of Diilinélion. This is, as it were, a Right of
Reverfion to the Command, in Cafe the Chief and his Lieute-

nant fliould die during the Campaign.
Butwhilfl I am writing to you, Madam, I am arrived in the

River of Niagara^ where I am going to find good Company, and
where I fhall ilay fome Days. I departed from the River of 6*^2-

the 21 fl, before Sun-rife ; but the Wind continuing againft

us, we were obliged at Ten o' Clock to enter the Bay of the

l^fcnncnthcuans. Half Way from the River of Sables to this Bay,
there is a little River, which I would not have failed to have vi-

ijted, if I had been fooner informed of its Singularity, and of
what I have jufl now learnt on my arriving here.

They call this River Cafconchiagon : It is very narrow, and of

Of th Ri^
little Depth at its Entrance into the Lake.

f CafconcHa^^ ^ li^tl^ higher, it is one hundred and forty
^ * " Yards wide, and they fay it is deep enough

for the largefl VefTels. Two Leagues from
its Mouth, we are Hopped by a Fall which appears to be fixty

Feet high, and one hundred and forty Yards wide. A Mufket
Shot higher, we find a fécond of the fame Width, but not fo

high by two thirds. Half a League farther, a third, one hun-
dred Feet high, good Meafure, and tv»'0 hundred Yards v/ide.

After this, we meet with feveral Torrents ; and after having
failed fifty Leagues further, we perceive a fourth Fall, every
Way equàl to the third. The Courfe of this River is one hun-
dred Leagues; and when we have gone up it about fixty Leagues,
we have but ten to go by Land, taking to the Right, to arrive at

the Ohio, called La belle Riviere : The Place where we meet with
it, is called Ganos ; where an Dfiicer worthy of Credit (a)^ and

(a) M. de Joncalre^ at prefent a Captain in the Troops of New France»

9 the
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t]i« fame from whom T learnt what I have juft now mentioned,
aifured me that he had feen a Fountain, the Water of which is

like Oil, and has the Tafte of Iron. He faid alfo, that a little

further there is another Fountain exactly like it, and that the

Savages make Ufe of its Water to appeafe all Manner of Pains.

The Bay of the Tfomionthouans is a charming Place : A pretty

J jy^P
. . ^ River winds here between two fine Meadows,

the Ba^of ^th

bordered with little Hills, between which we

Tfonnmi^ouans
^^^^^ver Vallies which extend a great Way,

n ouans.
g^^^^j ^-j^e whole forms the finell Profped ia

the World, bounded by a great Foreft of high Trees ; but the

Soil appears to me to be fomething light and ^ndy.
We continued our Courfe at half an Hour pall One, and we

failed till Ten o'Clock at Night. We intended to go into a
,

little River which they called La Riviere aux Bœufs^ (Ox River)\
but we found the Entrance fhut up by Sands, which often happens
to the little Rivers which run into the Lakes, becaufe they
bring down with them much Sand ; and when the Wind comes
from the Lakes, thefe Sands are flopped by the Waves, and form
by Degrees a Bank fo high and fo flrong, that thefe Rivers can-
not break through it, unlefs it be when their Waters are fvveiled

by the melting of the Snow.
I was therefore obliged to pafs the reH of the Night in my

Of the Rinjer
Q^^^^> where I was forced to endure a pretty

Nia ara
fharp Frofl. Indeed one could fcarcely here

^ * perceive the Shrubs begin to bud : All the

Trees were as bare as in the Midfi: of Winter. We departed from
thence at half an Hour pall Three in the Morning, the 22d, be-

ing Afcenjion-Day, and I went to fay Mafs at Nine o'Clock in

what they call le Grand Marais, (the gnat MarJJo). This is a

Bay much like that of the Tfonnonthouans y but the Land here ap-

peared to me not to be fo good. About Two in the Afternoon we
entered into the River Niagara, formed by the great Fall ^which

I lhall mention prefently ; or rather, it is the River ^t. Ldure^ice^

which comes out of the Lake Erie, and pafi'es through the Lake
Ontario, after a Streight of fourteen Leagues. They call it the

River of Niagara from the Fall, and this Space is about fix

Leagues. We go South at the Entrance. When we have made three

Leagues, we find upon the Left Hand fome Cabins of Iroquois

Tfonnonthouans, and fome MiJJi/ague-z, as at Catarocoui, The Sieur

Joncaire, a Lieutenant in our Troops, has alfo a Cabin here, to

which they give before-hand the Name of Fort (a) -, for they

fay that in Time it will be changed into a real Fortrefs.

(a) The Fort has been built fince at the Entrance of the River Niagara,

on the fame Side, and exadlly in the Piace where M. de Devon^vllk had built

one, which did not fubfift â long Time. There is alfo here the Beginning

j

of a French Village.

U • I found
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I {omà here feveral OifHcers, who muft return in a few Day«
to ^eheCf which obliges me to clofe this Letter, that I may fend
it by this Opportunity. As fçr myfelf, I forefee I lhall have
Time enough after their Departure to write you another ; and the

Place Itfelf will furnifli me with enough to fill it, with that

which I {hall learn farther from the Officers I have mentioned.

/ amy Sec.

LETTER XIV.

W/:pût paffed hetnveenthe Tfonnonthouans and the Englifh, onihe Oc-
cajion of our Settlement at Niagara. The Fire-Dance : A Stot'j

on this Occajîon» A De/criftion of the Fall of Niagara.

Madam, Fall of Niagara, 26.

I Have already had the Honour to inform you that we have
here a Project of a Settlement. To underftand well the Oc-

cafion of it, you muft know, that by Virtue of the Treaty of
Utrechty the Englijh pretend to have a Right to the Sovereignty

©f all the Country of the Iroquois, and of Confequence to have
110 Bounds on that Side but the Lake Ontario. Neverthelefs, it

was conceived that if their Pretenfions took Place, it would
foon be in their Power to fettle themfelves (Irongly in the Cen-
tre of the French Colony, or at leaft to ruin their Trade entirely.

It was therefore thought proper to guard againft this Inconveni-

ence ; neverthelefs, without any Infringement of the Treaty :

And there was no Method found better than to feat ourfelves in

a Place which fhould fecure to us the free Communication of the

Lakes, and where the Englijh had no Power to oppofe our Set-

tlemeî?.!. The Commiffion for this Purpofe was given to M. de

yoncaire ; who having been a Prifoner in his Youth amongfl the

Tfonnonthouansy gained fo much the Favour of thefe Savages,

that they adopted him : And even in the greateft Heat of the

Wars which we have had againftthem, in which he fervedvery

honourably, he has always enjoyed the Privileges of his Adop-
tion.

As foon as M. de Jcncaire received his Orders for the Execu-
cution of the Proje6l I have mentioned, he went to the Tfonnon-

thouansy and a/Tembled the Chiefs ; and after having affured them
that he had no greater Pleafure in the World than to live among
his Brethren, he added alfo, that he would vifit them much
oftener, if he had a Cabin among them, where he might retire

whea he wanted to enjoy his Liberty. They replied, that theyhad
never
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mtvtr ccafed to look upon him as one of their Children ; that
he might live in any Place, and that he might chufe the Place
that he judged moft convenient. He required no more : He
came direélly here, fixed upon a Spot by the Side of the River
that terminates the Canton of the Tfonnonthouansy and built a Ca^
bin upon it. The .News was foon carried to Ne^ Torky and
caufed there fo much the more Jealoufy, as the EngUjk had never
been able to obtain in any of the Iroquois Cantons what was now
granted to the Sieur Joncaire,

They complained in a haughty Manner, and their Complaints

The En^liih ot
^^^^ fupported by Prefents, which brought

tofe this Settlement
other four Cantons into their Intereil :

'without EifeB^^^
"^^^ fignified nothing, becaufe the Iro^

' quois Cantons are independent of each other,

and very jealous of this Independence : It was therefore ne-

cefTary to gain the T/onnonthouans, and the Englijh left no Means
untried for this Purpofe ; but they foon perceived that they

Should never fucceed in diflodging M. de Joncaire from Niagara.

Then they reduced their Terms to this Requeit, that at leaft they

might be permitted to have a Cabin in the fame Place. Our
Land is in Peace, (faid the Tfonnonthouans to them) the French

and you cannot live together without diilurbing it : Fur*
thermore, (added they) it is ofno Confequence that M. deJon-
caire dwells here \ he is a Child of the Nation ; he enjoys

" his Right, and we have no Right to deprive him of it."

We mull allow. Madam, that there is fcarce any Thing but a

T^ /. . . n Zeal for the public Good that can eno-are
Defcrzptzon of ^^^^^ f^^^ ^ ^.j^^^ ^^^^^

ih^ Country of ^1^
is impoffible to fee one more favage and
frightful. On one Side we fee under our

Feet, and as it were in the Bottom of an Abyfs, a great River
indeed ; but which, in this Place, refembles more a Torrent by
its Rapidity, and by the Whirlpools which a thoufand Rocks
make in it, througK which it has much Difficulty to find a Paf-

fage, and by the Foam with which it is always covered. On
the other Side, the View is covered by three Mountains fet one
upon another, the laft of which lofes itfelf in the Clouds ; and
the Poets might well have faid, that it was in this Place the Ti-

would have fcaled Heaven. In fhort, which Way foever

you turn your Eyes, you do not difcover any Thing bat what in-

spires a fecret Horror.

It is true that we need not go far to fee a great Change.
Behind thefe wild and uninhabitable Mountains we fee a rich

Soil, magnificent Forefls, pleafant and fruitful Hills : Wc
breathe a pure Air, and enjoy a temperate Clim-^te, between two

U z Lakes,

)
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Lakes, tKe lead (a) oî which is two hundred and fifty Leagues
' in Compafs.

It appears to me, that if we had had the Precaution to have
fecured ourfeives early by a good Fortrefs, and by a moderate
peopling of a Poll of this Importance, all the Forces of the

Iroquois and the Englijh joined together, would not be capable at

this Time of driving us out of it, and that we Ihould be our-

feives in a Condition to give Laws to the firft, and to hinder the

greateft Part of the Savages from carrying their Peltry to the

fécond, as they do with Impunity every Day.
The Company which I found here with M. de Joncaire^ was

compofed of the Baron de Longueil, the King's Lieutenant at

Montreal, and the Marquis de Ca'vagnal, Son of the Marquis de

Faudreuily the prefent Governor General of Ne^j France, and of
M. de Senne^uille, Captain, and the Sieur de la Chawvtgnerie, En-
fign, and the King's Interpreter for the Iroquois Language. Thefe
Gentlemen are going to negociate an Accommodation with the

Canton of Onnontague, and had Orders to vifit the Settlement of
M. de Joncaire, with which they were very well fatisfied. The
Xfonnonthouans xQïit'^tà.to them the Promife they had made to fup-

port him. This was done in a Council ; where M. de Joncaire^

às I have been told, fpoke with all the Senfe of the moft fenfible

French?nan, and with the moil fublime Iroquois Eloquence.

The Night before their Departure, that is to fay, the 24th, a

Â D r-
' ' r MiJJifagué gave us an Entertainment which is

, .
^J^'Ç;f^^^^ V fomething fmgular. He was quite naked when

the J^ire-JJance.
^^^^^ ^^^^^ entered the Cabin

of this Savage, we found a Fire lighted, near vvhich a Man beat

(finging at the fame Time) upon a Kind of Drum: Another Ihook,

without ceaiing his Chichikoue, and fung alfo. This lailed two
Hours, till we were quite tired of it ; for they faid always the

fame Thing, or rather they formed Sounds that were but half

articulate, without any Variation. We begged of the I\Sall:er of

the Cabin to put an End to this Prelude, and it was with much
Reludance he gave us this Mark of his Complaifance. Then
we faw appear five or fix Women ; who placing themfelves Side

by Side on the fame Line, as clolc as they could to each other,

with their Arms hanging down, fung and danced, that is to fay,

without break ing the Line, they made fome Steps in Cadence,

fometimes forward and fometimes backward. When they had

continued this about a Quarter of an Hour, they put out the

Fire, which alone gave Light to the Cabin ; and then we faw

nothing but a Savage, who had in his Mouth a lighted Coal,

and who danced. The Symphony of the Drum and the Chichi-

koué

l(L ) The Lake Ontario, The Lake ErUi% three hundred Leagues in Compafs«
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koué flill continued. The Women renewed from Time to Time
their Dances and their Song. The Savage danced all the Time ;

but as he was only to be diftinguiflied by the faint Gloom of the

lighted Coal which he had in his Mouth, he appeared like a

Speftre, and made a horrible Sight. This Mixture of Dances,

Songs, Inftruments, and the Fire of the Coal which dill kept

lighted, had fomething odd and favage, which amufed us for

half an Hour ; after which we went out of the Cabin, but the

Sport continued till Day-light. And this is all, Madam, that I

have feen of the Fire-Dance, I could never learn what pafTed

the reft of the Night. The Mufick, which 1 heard ftill feme

Time, was more tolerable at a Dillance than near. The Con-
traft of the Voices of the Men and Women, at a certain Di-

ftance, had an EfFed that was pretty enough ; and one may fay,

that if the Women Savages had a good Manner of finging, it

would be a Pleafure to hear them fmg.

I had a great Defire to know how a Man could hold a lighted

Coal fo long in his Mouth, without burningA btory ontbîs
without its being extinguilhed ; but

Subje^.
all that I could learn of it was, that the Sa-

\^ages know a Plant which fecures the Part that is rubbed with

it from being burnt, and that they would never communicate

the Knowledge of it to the Europeans, We know that Garlick

and Onions will produce the fame Effe£l, but then it is only for a

jfhortTime (a). On the other Hand, how could this Coal conti-

nue fo long on Fire ? However this may be, I remember to have

read in the Letters of one of our antient Miffionaries of Canada

fomething like this, and which he had from another Miffionary

who was a Witnefs thereof. This lail Ihewed him one Day a

Stone, which a Juggler had thrown into the Fire in his Prefence,

and left it there till it was thoroughly heated ; after which,

growing, as it were furious, he took it between his Teeth, and

carrying it all the Way thus, he went to fee a fick Perfon, whi-

ther the MilTionary followed him. Upon entering the Cabin, he
i

threw the Stone upon the Ground ; and the MifTionary having

taken it up, he found printed in it the Marks of the Teeth of

the Savage, in whofe Mouth he perceived no Marks of Burning.

The Milfionary does not fay what the Juggler did afterwards

for the Relief of the fick Perfon. ^^The following is a Fad of

the fame Kind, which comes from the fame Source, and of

which you may make what Judgment you pleafe.

(a) They fay that the Leaf of the Plant of the Anemony of Canada^

fchough of a cauftick Nature in itfeif, has this Virtue.

9 A Huron
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A, Huron Woman, after a Dream, real or imaginary, was taken

Jnctber remark^
^^^^

\
fwimming of the Head, and almoft a

ble Star of a
g^^^^^^l Contradion of the Sinews. As from

'ciire
Beginning of this Diflemper fhc never

flept without a great Number of Dreams,
which troubled her much, Ihe gueffed there was fome Myftery in
it, and took it into her Head that (hefhould be cured by Means
of a Feall: ; of which fhe regulated herfelf the Ceremonies, ac-
cording to what j[he remembered, as fhe faid, of what llie had
feen pradifed before. She defired that they would carry her
dîreélly to the Village where Ihe was born ; and the Elders whom
llie acquainted with herDefign, exhorted all the People to accom-
pany her. In a Moment her Cabin was filled with People, who
came to oiFer their Services : She accepted them, and inftruded

them what they were to do ; and immediately the ilrongeft put
her into a Bafket, and carried her by Turns, finging with all their

Strength.

When it was known Ihe was near the Village, they affembled a

great Council, and out of Refped they invited the Miflionaries

to it, who in vain did every Thing in their Power to diffuade

them from a Thing in which they had Reafon to fufpeft there

was as much Superilition as Folly. They liflened quietly to all

they could fay on this Subjeél ; but when they had done fpeak-

ing, one of the Chiefs of the Council undertook to refute their

Diicourfe : He could not efFeâ: this ; but fetting afide the Mif-
lionaries, he exhorted all the People to acquit themfelves exadly
of all that fhould be ordered, and to maintain the antient Cuf-

toms. Whilft be was fpeaking, two Meifengers from the fick

Perfon entered the Affembly, ^-nà brought News that ihe would
loon arrive ; and defired, at herRequell, that they would fend to

meet her two Boys aiad two Girls, dreffed in Robes and Necklaces,

with foch Prefents as fhe named ; adding, that fhe would declare her

Intentions to thefe four Perfons. All this was performed imme-
diately ; and a little Time after, the four young Perfons returned

with their Hands empty, and almoft naked, the fick Woman
having obliged them to give her every Thing, even to their

Robes. In this Condition they entered into the Council, which
was iiill affemblçd, and there explained the Demands of this Wo-
man : They contained twenty-two Articles ; amongit which was
a blue Coverlet^ which was to be fupplied by the MilTionaries ;

and all thefe Thing? were tq be delivered immediately : They
tried all Means to obtain the Coverlet, but were conftantly re-

fufed, and they were obliged to go without it. As foon as the

fick Woman had received the other Prefents, fhe entered the Vil-
lage, carried in the Manner as before. In the Evening a public
Cryer gave Notice, by her Order, to keep Fires lighted in all the

Cabins J
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Cabins, bccaufelhe was to viHt them all ; which fhe did as foon

as theSuh was fet, fupported by two Men, and followed by all

the Village. She pafTed through the Midll of all the Fires, her

Feet and her De?s being naked, and felt no Pain ; whilft her

two Supporters, though they kept as far from the Fires as they

poffibly could, fufFered much by them ; for they were to lead her

thus through more than three hundred Fires. As for the iick

Woman, they never heard her complain but of Cold ; and at

the End of this Courfe, Ihe declared that ihe found herfelf eafed.

The next Day, at Sun-rife, they began, by her Order llill, a
Sort of Bacchanal, which lafled three Days : The firfl Day the

People ran through all the Cabins, breaking and overfetting

every Thing ; and by Degrees, as the Noife and Hurly-burly en-

creafed, the fick Woman afTured them that her Fains diminilhed*

The two next Days were employed in going over all the

Hearths fhe had paffed before ; and in propofmg her Délires in.

enigmatical Terms ; they were to find them out by Guefs, and
accomplifh them dire6lly. There were fome of them horribly

obfcene. The fourth Day the lick Woman m.ade a fécond Vifit to

all the Cabins, but in a different Manner from the firft : She v/as

in the Midfl of two Bands of Savages, who marched in a Row
withafadand languifhing Air, andkept a profound Silence : They
fufFered no Perfon to come in her Way ; and thofe who were at

the Head of her Efcort, took Care to drive all thofe away that

they met. As foon as the fick Woman was entered into a Cabin,
they made her fit down, and they placed themfelves round her :

She fighed, and gave an Account of her Suiterings in a very af-

feding Tone, and made them to underlland that her perfe6l Cure
depended on the Accomplifhmentof her Defire, which fhe did not
explain, but they mull guefs : Every one did the beft they could ;

but this Defire was very complicated : It contained many
Things : As they named any one, they were obliged to give, it

her, and in general ihe never went out of a Cabin till fhe had got
every Thing in it. When flie faw that they could not guefs
right, fhe expreffed herfelf more plainly ; and when they had
gueffed all, fhe caufed every Thing to be reflored which ihe had
received. Then they no longer doubted but that fhe was cured.
They made a Feafl, which confifled in Cries, or rather frightful

Hovvlings, and in all Sorts of extravagant Anions. Laftly, fîîc

returned Thanks ; and the better to fhev/ her Acknov/ledgment,
fhe vifited a third Time all the Cabins, but without any Cere-
mony.
The MifTionary who was prefent at this ridiculous Scene fays,

that fhe was not entirely cured, but was much better than be-
fore : Neverthelefs, a flrong and healthy Perfon would have
been killed by this Ceremony, This Father took Care to ob-
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ferve to them, that her pretended "Genius had promiféd her %
perfe(5l Cure, and had not kept his Word. They replied, that

in fuch a great Number of Things commanded, it was very
difficult not to have omitted one. He expeded that they would
have iniilled principally on the Refufal of the Coverlet ; and in

Faél they did juft mention it ; but they added, that after

this Refufal the Genius appeared to the lick^'Woman, and afTured

her that this Incident Ihould not do her any Prejudice, be-

caufe as the French were not the natural Inhabitants of the

Country, the Genii had no Power over them. But to re-

turn to my Journey.

When our Officers went away, I afcended thofe frightful

D 7* ^f>f' f Mountains I fpoke of, to go to the famous

the Fall of ^^iL
Niagara, above which I was to em-

^ bark. This Journey is three Leagues : It

^ *
^ was formerly five, becaufe they pafTed to the

other Side of the River ; that is to fay, to the Weft, and they

did not re-embark but at two Leagues above the Fall : But they

have found on the Left, about half a Mile from this Cataraél, a

Bay where the Current is not perceiveable, and of Confequence
where one may embark without Danger. My firft Care, at my Ar-
rival, was to vifit the fineft Cafcade perhaps in the World ; but I

dire6lly found the Baron ^le la Hontan was miftaken, both as to its

Height and its Form, in fuch a Manner as to make me think he

had never feen it. It is certain that if we meafure its Height

by the three Mountains which we muft firft pafs over, there is

not much to bate of the fix hundred Feet which the Map of M.
Delijle gives it ; who, v/ithout Doubt, did not advance this Pa-

radox, but on the Credit of Baron de la Hontan and Father Hen-

nepin. But after I arrived at the Top of the third Mountain, I

obfervedthat in the Space of the three Leagues, which I travelled

afterwards to this Fall of Water, tho' we muft fometimes afcend,

we defcended ftiil more ; and this is what thefe Travellers

do not feem to have well confidered. As we cannot approach

the Cafcade but by the Side, nor fee it but in Profile, it is not

eafy to meafure it with Inftruments : We tried to do it with a

long Cord fattened to a Pole ; and after we had often tried this

Way, we found the Depth but one hundred and fifteen, or one

hundred and twenty Feet: But we could not be furethat the Pole

was not ftopped by fome Reck which juts out ; for although

it was always drawn up v/et, as alfo the End of the Cord to

which it was fattened, this proves nothing, becaufe the Water

which falls from the Mountain rebounds very high in a Foam.

As for myfelf, after I had viewed it from all the Places vyhere

one may examine it mott eafily, I judged one could not give it

lefs than one hundred and forty, or one hundred an4 fifty Feet.

As
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As toits Shape, it is in the Form of a Horfe-fhoe, and about
four hundred Paces in Cifcamference ; but exa6lly in the Mid-
dle it is divided into two by a very narrow liland about half a

Mile long, which comes to a Point here. But thefe two Parts

do foon unite again : That which was on my Side, and which is

only feen in Profile, has feveral Points which jut out; but that

which I faw in Front, appeared to me very fmooth. The Baron
de la Hontan adds to this a Torrent which comes from the

Well; but if this was not invented by the Author, we muft
fay that in the Time of the Snow's melting, the Waters come
to difcharge themfelves here by fome Gutter.

You may very well fuppofe, Madam, that below this Fall the

River is for a long Way afFe6led by this rude Shock, and indeed

it is not navigable but at three Leagues Diftance, and exa6lly at

the Place where M. de Joncaire is fituated. One would imagine
it fhould not be lefs navigable higher up, finee the River falls

here perpendicularly in its whole Breadth. But befides this Ifle,

which divides it in two, feveral Shelves fcattered here and therô

at the Sides of, and above this îfland, much abate the Rapidity
of the Curren% It is neverthelefs fo ftrong, notwithilanding all

this, that ten or twelve Qutaouais endeavouring one Day to crofs

the Ifland, tofnun {omt Iroquois whopurfued them, were carried

away with the Current down the Precipice, in Spite of what^
ever Struggles they could m.ake to avoid it.

I have been told that the Fifli that are brought- into

Ohfer^aiions
Current, are killed thereby, and that

this Cai^ade^^^
Savages fettled in thefe Parts make an

s jcui e.
Advantage of it ; but I faw no fuch Thing.

I have alfo been afTured, that the Birds that attempted to flyover
it, were fometimes drawn into the Vortex which was ïoïmtà
in the Air by the Violence of this Torrent ; but I cbferved
quite the contrary. I fav/ fome little Birds flying about, direélly

over the Fall, which came away without any Difficulty. This
Sheet of Water is received upon a Rock ; and two Reafons
perfuade me that it has found here, or perhaps has made here by-

Length of Time, a Cavern v/hichhas fome Depth. The firft is,

that the Noife it makes is very dead, and like Thunder at a Dl-
ftance. It is fcarcely to be heard at M. de Joncaire^s Cabin,
and perhaps alfo what one hears there, is only the dalhing of
the Water againft the Rocks, which fill the Bed of the River up
to this Place : And the rather, becaufe above the Cataraâ: the
Noife is not heard near fo far. The fécond Reafon is, that no-
thing has ever re-appeared (as they fay) of all that has faller^

into it, not even the Wreck of the Canoe of the Qutaouais I
mentioned jufl: now. However this may be, On;id gives us a
Defcriptionof fuch a Cataraft, which he fays is in the deligh -

X fui
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ful Valley of Tempe. The Country about Niagara is fkl* froiïî

being fo fine, but I think its Cataradis much finer (aj.

For the reft, I perceived no Mift over it, but from behind. At
a Diftance one would take it for Smoke ; and it would deceive

any Perfon that fhould come in Sight of the Ifland, without

knowing before-hand that there 'is fuch a furprifing Cataraft in

this Place. The Soil of the three Leagues which I travelled on
Foot to come here, and which they call the Portage of Niagara^

does not appear good : It is alfo badly wooded ; and one can-

not go ten Steps without walking upon an Ant-Hîll, or without

meeting with Rattle-Snakes.--^ 1 believe. Madam, that I

told you that the Savages eat as a Dainty the Flefh of thefc

Reptiles ; and, in general, Serpents do not caufe any Horror to

thefe People : There is no Animal, the Form ofwhich is oftener

marked upon their Faces, and on other Parts of their Bodies,

and they never hunt them but to eat. The Bones and the Skins

of Serpents are alfo much ufed by the Jugglers and Sorcerers,

to perform their Delufions, and they make themfelves Fillets and
Girdles of their Skins. It is alfo true, that they have the Se-

cret of enchanting them^ or, to ipeak more properly, of be-

numbing them ; lo that they take them alive, handle them,

and put them in their Bofoms, without receiving any Hurt ;

and this helps to confirm the high Opinion thefe People have of

them.
I was going to clofe this Letter, when I was informed that we

Sofne Ch'cum
^^"^^ not depart To-morrow, as I expeéled.

ofne 21 cum- j |^^^^ ^j^l^ Patience, and make good

-^iT^'u '-^Jl Ufe of the Time. I fliall therefore proceed on
Marcf^ of we

^^^.^^^ ^^^^ Savages,
^ which v/ill not be foon finifhed.—As foon as

all the Warriors are embarked, the Canoes at firft go a little

Way, and range themfelves clofe together upon a Line : Then
the Chief rifes up, and holding a Chkhkoue in his Hand, he

thunders out his Song of War, and his Soldiers anfwer him by a

treble Hé^ drawn with all their Strength from the Bottom of

their Breafts. The Elders and the Chiefs of the Council who
remain upon the Shore, exhort the Warriors to behave well,

and efpecially not to fufFer themfelves to be furprifed. Of all

tKe Advice that can be given to a Savage, this is the moft ne-

ceffary, and that of which in general he makes the leaft Benefit,

(a) Eft nemus Hsmonise prserupta quod undiqj claudit

Sylva, vocant Tempe, per quae Peneus ab irno

EtFufus Pindo fpumofis volvitur Undis.
Deje<Slifque gravi tenues agitantia Fumos
Nubila conducit, fummifque afpergine fylvas

Impluit, & fonitu plulxjuam vicina fatigat,

Thil
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This Exhortation does not interrupt the Chief, who continues
/inging. Laftly, the Warriors conjure their Relations and Friends
not to forget them. Then fending forth all together hideous
Howlings, they fet off diredlly and row with fuch Speed that
they are foon out of Sight.

The Hurons and the Iroquois do not ufe the Chichicoue, but
they give them to their Prisoners: So that thefe Inftruments,
which amongft others is an Inftrument of War, feem amongll
them to be,a Mark of Slavery. The Warriors feldom make any
Ihort Marches, efpecially when the Troop is numerous. But on
the other Hand, they take Prefages from every Thing; and the

Jugglers^ whofe Bufinefs it is to explain them, haften or retard
the Marches at their Pleafure. Whilft they are not in a fuf-

pefled Çountry, they take no Precaution, and frequently one
fhall fcarce find two or three Warriors together, each taking
his own Way to hunt ; but how far foever they ftray from the
Route, they all return punctually to the Place, and at the Hour,
.appointed for their Rendezvous.
They encamp a long Time before Sun-fet, and commonly they

Ofth e t
^^^^^ before the Camp a large Space fur-

^.^ rounded with Palifades, or rather a Sort of
^* Lattice, on which they place their Manitous y

.turned towards the Place they are going to. They invoke them
for an Hour, and they do the fame every Morning before they
decamp. After this they think they have nothing to fear, they
iuppofe that the Spirits take upon' them to be Cen.tinels, and all

the Army lleeps quietly under their fuppofed Safeguard. Expe-
rience does not undeceive thefe Barbarians, nor bring them out
of their prefumptuous Confidence. It has its Source in an In-
dolence and Lazinefs which nothing can conquer.

Every one is an Enemy in the Way of the Warriors ; but ne-

^ Of the m t'n
verthelefs, if they meet any of their Allies,

i>fdurèrent 71rtfs ^"^^ ^^^^^^ ^"^^^^ ^^"""^^

fz^ " pie with whom they have no Quarrel, they

jmake Friendfhip with each other. If the Al-
lies they meet are at W^r with the fame Enemy, the Chief of
the ftrongeft Party, or of that which took up Arms firft, gives

fome Scalps to the other, which they are always provided with
for thefe Occafions^ and fays to him, Tou hanje done your Bujt^

nefs ; that is to fay, you have fulfilled your Engagement, your
Honour is fafe, you may return Home." But this is to be un-
derftood when the Meeting is accidental, when they hâve not
.appointed them, and when they have no Occafion for a Re-
inforcement. When they are juft entering upon an Ene-
my's Country, they flop for a Ceremojly which is fome-
thing fingular. At Night they make a great Feaft, after

which they lay down to fleep : As foon as they are awake, thofe

X ;2
"

'

' ' who
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who have had any Dreams go from Fire to Fire, finging their

SoDg of Death, with which they intermix their Dreams in an
enigmatical Manner. Every one racks his Brain to guefs them,
and if nobody can do it, thofe who have dreamt are at Liberty

to return Home. This gives a fine Opportunity to Cowards.
Then they make new Invocations to the Spirits ;

they animate
each other more than ever to do Wonders ;

they fwear to affift

each other, and then they renew their March : And if they

came thither by Water, they quit their Canoes, which they

hide very carefully. If every Thing was to be obferved that is

prefcribed on thefe Occalions, it would be difficult to furprife

a Party of War that is entered into an Enemy's Country. They
ought to make no more Fires, no more Cries, nor hunt no
more, nor even fpeak to each other but by Signs: But thefe

Laws are ill obferved. Every Savage is born preîumptuous, and
incapable of the leafl Redraint. They feldom negledl, how-
ever, to fend out every Evening fome Rangers, who employ two
or three Hours in looking round the Country : If they have feen

nothing, they go to fleep quietly, and they leave the Guard
of the Camp again to the Manitous.

As foon as they have difcovered the Enemy, they fend out a

rs/-.7 'A.. 1 Party to reconnoitre them, and on their Re-

^ffJ Approaches
p^,/,j,ey hold a Council. The Attack is

and Attacks.
^

generally made at Day-break. They fup-

pofe the Enemy is at this Time in their deepeft Sleep, and all

Night they lie on their Bellies, without ftirring. The Ap^
proaches are made in the fame Pofture, crawling on their Feet

and Hands till they come to the Place : Then all rife up, the

Çhief gives the Signal by a little Cry, to which all the Troop
a.nfwers by real Howlings, and they make at the fame Time
their firll Difcharge : Then v/ithout giving the Enemy any Time
to look about, they fall upon them v/ith their Clubs. In latter

Times thefe People have fubilituted little Katchets, in the ftead

of thefe wooden lUad-breakerSy which they call by the fame Name;
lince which their Engagements are more bloody. When the

Battle is over they take the Scalps of the dead and the dying ;

and they never think of making Piifoners till the Enemy makes
no more Refritance.

If they find the Enemy on their Girard, or too well intrenched,

thev retire if they have Time for it ; if not, they take the Refo-
lution to fight jftoutly, and there is fometimes much Blood flied

pn both Sides. The Attack of a Camp is the Image of Fury
ïtOif; the barbarous Fiercenefs of the Conquerors, and the De-
spair of the Vanquilhed, who know what they mull expeft if

they fall into the Hands of their Enemies, produce on either

Side fuch Eibrts as pafs all Defcription. The Appearance of
the Combata?it5 all befmeared with black and red, ftill en-

creafes
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creafes the Horror of the Fight ; and from this Pattern one
might make a true Pidlure of Hell. When the Vidory is no
longer doubtful, they directly difpatch all thofe whom it would
be too troublefome to carry away, and feek only to tire out the

reft they intend to make Prifoners.

The Savages are naturally intrepid, and notwithftanding their

brutal Fiercenefs, they yet preferve in the midft of Aélion much
Coolnefs. Neverthelefs they never light in the Field but when they

cannot avoid it. Their Reafon is, that a Vidory marked with the

Blood of the Conquerors, is not properly a Vidory, and that

the Glory of a Chief confifts principally in bringing back all

his People fafe and found. I have been told, that when two
Enemies that are acquainted meet in the Fight, there fometimes
pafles between them Dialogues much like that of Homer s He-
roes. I do not think this happens in the Height of the En-
gagement ; but it may happen that in little Rencounters, or per-

haps before paffing a Brook, or forcing an Intrenchment, they

fay fomething by Way of Defiance, or to call to Mind fome fuch

former Rencounter.

War is commonly made by a Surprize, and it generally fuc-

Their Inlîina to
'

Savages very frequently

kno^ the Mark of
^^^^^ Precautions neceffary to fhun a

thdr Enem'mltets ^^^P^^^^' ^^^^7 ^^^^e and fKilful in
eir nemies eps,

f^j-prifing. On the other Hand, thefe Peo-
ple have a wonderful Talent, I might fay an Infcinél, to know
if any Perfon has pafied through any Place. On the îlîorteft

Grafs, on the hardeft Ground, even upon Stones, they difcover

fome Traces, and by the Way they are turned, by the Shape of
their Feet, by the Manner they are feparated from each other,

they diftinguifh, as they fay, the Footiteps of different Nations,
and thofe -of Men from thofe of Women. I thought a long
Time that there was fome Exaggeration in this Matter, but the
Reports of thofe who have lived among the Savages are fo una-
nimous herein, that I fee no Room to doubt of their Sincerity:

Till the Conquerors are in a Country of Safety, they march

Precautions to
-^^^^^^^ expeditionfly ; and left the Wound-

/• '

/ • 7> . . ed fliould retard their Retreat, they carry them
fecure their Retreat , ^ t . ^ i • j

and to keet their ^ turns on Litters, or draw them in Sledges

Pri^
^

•
Winter. When they re-enter their Canoes,

' they make their Prifoners fing, and they
prai5life the fame Thing every Time they meet any Allies ; aa
Honour which cofcs them a Feaft who receive it, and the un-
fortunate Captives fomething more than the Trouble of Sing-
ing : For they invite the Allies to carefs them, and to carefs z
Prifoner is to do him all the Mifchief they can devife, or to maim
him iiik fiich a Manner that he is lamed for ever. But there are

fome
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fome Chiefs who take fome Care of thefe Wretches, and do not
fuffer them to be too much abufed. But nothing is equal to the

Care they take to keep them, by Day they are tied by the Neck,
and by the Arms to one of the Bars of the Canoe. When they

go by Land there is always one that holds them ; and at Night
they are ftretched upon the Earth quite naked ; fome Cords
fattened to Piquets, fixed in the Ground, keep their Legs, Arms,
and Necks fo confined that they cannot ftir, and fome long Cords
alfo confine their Hands and Feet, in fuch a Manner that they
cannot make the leaft Motion without waking the Savages, who -

îye upon thefe Cords.

If among the Prifoners there are found any, who by their

Wounds are not in a Condition of being carried away, they

burn them direélly ; and as this is done m the firft Heat, and
when they are often in Halle to retreat, they are for the moft
Part quit at an eafier Rate than the others, who are referved for

a flower Puniiliment.

The Caflom among fome Nations is, that the Chief of the

Of the Marks
^'^'^"^^^^^^^^ Party leaves on the Field of Battle

; ;

''^
'-^^ • his Fighting Club, on which he had taken

ihey îea^e oj tueir
^^^j, ^.^ ^^^.^^^ ^^^^

cf his Family, and his Portrait; that is to

fay y an Oval, with all the Figures he had in his Face. Others

paint all thefe Marks on the Trunk of a Tree, or on a Piece of
Bark, with Charcoal pounded and rubbed, mixed with fome
Colours. They add fome Flisroglyphic Charaélers, by Means
of which thofe v^ho pafs by may know even the minuteft Cir-

cumflances, not only of the Action, but alfo of the v/hole Tranf-

aftions of the Campaign. They knov\^ the Chief of the Party

by all the Marks I have mentioned : The Number of his Ex-
ploits by fo many Mats, that of his Soldiers by Lines ; that of

the Prifoners carried away by little Marmofets placed on a Stick,

or on a Chichiccué ; that of the dead by human Figures without

Heads, with Differences to diftinguifh the Men, the Women,
and the Children. But thefe Marks are not always fet up near

the Place where the Aélion happened, for when a Party is pur-

fued, they place them out of their Route, on Purpofe to deceive
• their Purfuers.

When the Warriors are arrived at a certain Diftance from the

^ r Village from whence they came, they halt,
Ho^w theyjro^

and the Chief fends one to give Notice of
daim their / uiory ^ Approach. Among fome Nations, as foon
in the tillages.

Mefîènger is within hearing, he makes
various Cries, which give a general Idea of the principal Ad-
i^entures and Succefs of the Campaign : He marks the Number
af Men they have loft by fo many Cries of Death. Immédiate-»
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ly the young People come out to hear the Particulars : Some-
times the whole Village comes out, but one alone addrelTes the

MefTenger, and learns from him the Detail of the News which
he brings : As the MefTenger relates a Fatt the other repeats it

aloud, turning towards thofe who accompianied him, and they

anfwer him by Acclamations or difiTial Cries, according as the

News is mournful or pleafmg. The Meiienger is then con-
ducted to a Cabin, v/here the Elders put to him the fame Quef-
tions as before ; after which a publick Crier invites all the

young People to go to meet the Warriors, and the Women to

carry them Refrelhments. In fome Places they only think

at firft of mourning for thofe they have loft. The Meflenger
makes only Cries of Death. They do not go to meet him,
but at his entering the Village he finds all the People af-

fembled, he relates in a few Words all that has pafTed, then re-

tires to his Cabin, where they carry him Food ; and for fome
Time they do nothing but mourn for the dead.

When this Time is expired, they make another Cry to pro-

claim the Viâory. Then every one dries up his Tears, and
they think of nothing but rejoicing. Something like this is

pra6lifed at the Return of the Hunters : The Women who
flayed in the Village go to meet them as foon as they are in-

formed of their Approach, and before they enquire of the Suc-
cefs of their Hunting, they inform them by their Tears of the

Deaths that have happened fmce their Departure.—To return to

the Warriors, the Moment when the Women join them, is pro-
perly fpeaking the Beginning of the Punifhment of the Prifon-

ers : And when fome of them are intended to be adopted, which
is not allowed to be done by all Nations ; their future Parents,

whom they take Care to inform of it, go and receive them at a
little Diflance, and condu£l them to their Cabins by fome
round-about Ways. In general the Captives are a long Time
ignorant of their Fate, and there are few who efcape the firft

Fury of the Women.
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LETTER XV.

^he Jîrfi Reception of the PrIfoners. The Triumph of the Warriors.

The Difiribution ofthe Captives : Honv they decide their Fate, and
*u>hatfollows after. With nvhat Inhumanity they treat thofe uuho

are condemned to die : The Courage they Jheiv, The Négociations of
the Savages*

M A D A M> At the Entrance ofLake Erie, May 27.

Departed this Morning from the Fall of Niagara, I had
about feven Leagues to go to the Lake Erie, and I did it

without any Trouble. We reckoned that we (hould not lay here

this Night ; but whilft my People rowed with all their Strength

I have pretty well forwarded another Letter, and while they
take a little Reft I will finifh it to give it to fome Canadians

whom we met here, and who are going to Montreal. I take up
îîiy Recital where I left ofFlaft.

All the Prifoners that are deftined to Death, and thofe whofe

n f: n V ^ ^^^^ decided, are as I have already

£on of th FriK ^^^^ ^^"^^ Madam, abandoned to the Fury of
ion 0/ e ujO" Women, who go to meet the Warriors ;

and it is furprifmg that they refill all the

Evils they make them fufFer. If any one, efpecially, has loft ei-

ther her Son or her Flufoand, or any other Perfon that was dear

to her, tho' this Lofs had happened thirty Years before, ftie is a

Fury. She attacks the firft wjio falls under her Hand ; and one
can fcarcely imagine how far ftie is tranfported with Rage : She has

no Regard either to Humanity or Decency, and every Wound fhe

çives him, one would expect him to fall dead at her Feet, if we
did not know how ingenious thefe Barbarians are in prolonging
the moft unheard of Punilhment : All the Night palTes in this

Manner in the Camp of the V/arriors.

The next Day is the Day of the Triumph of the Warriors. The

cr/ cr •
1 jc^

Ircquois, and fome others, alFeft a great Modef-
Ihe^ Triumph of ^ ^.^^ Difintereftednefs on thefe
amors.

Occafions. The Chiefs enter alone into the

Village, without anyMark of Vi6lory, keeping a profound Silence,

and retire to their Cabins, without ihevving that they have the

îeaft Pretenfion to the Prifoners. Among other Nations the fame
Cuftom is not obferved : The Chief marches at the Head of
iiis Troop with the Air of a Conqueror : His Lieutenant comes
after him, and a Crier goes before, who is ordered to renm

Q the
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tomerit by our Dependence on, and.Refignation to the Willof Godf
They fay commonly that long Voyages do not make People re-

ligious ; but nothing one would think ûiould be more capable of
Hiaking them fo, than die Scenes they go through.

The fourth we were Hopped a good Part of the Day on a Point

Of the nvhke
^^'^^-^^^ ^^^^ three Leagues North and South,

J J
^ and which tl?iey call Points Pelés (Bald Peint) :

and red Ledars, - ^ -.-i n j- n j j
It IS, notwxtkitanding, pretty well w^ooded

on -the Weft Side ; but on the Eaft it is only a fandy Soil, with

red Cedars, pretty fmall, and in no great Number. The
white Cedar is of more Ufe than the red, whofe Wood is

brittle, and of which they can only make fmall Goods. They
fay here that Women with Child ihould not ufe it for Bufks.

The Leaves of this Cedar have no Smell, but the Wood has :

This is quite the contrary of the white Cedar. There are

many Bears in this Country, and laft Winter they killed on the
Point Pclae alone above four hundred.

The £fth, about four o'Clock in the Afternoon, we perceived

Arrival at
'L^.nd to the South, and two little Illands

troit'^'^^'^^
^ " '^^^^^ ^^^^ • They call them the IJks

des Serpens a Sonnettes (Rattle- Snake IJlands)y

and it is faid they are fo full of them, that they infeél the Air.

We entered into the Strait an Plour before Sun fet, and v.'e paiîèd

the Night under a very finelfland, called Ijle des Bois Blanc {ryf

White Wood). From the La7ig Point to the Strait, the Courfe is

near Weft ; from the Entrance of the Strait to the I fie St, Cïairsr

which is five or fix Leagues, and from thence to Lake Hur^n, it

is a little Eaft by South: So that ail the Strait, which is thirty-tw-o

Leagues long, is between forty-two Degrees twelve or fifteen

Minutes, and forty-three and half North Latitude. Above th^

Ifle of St, Claire the Strait grows wider, and forms a Lake, which
has received its Name from the Ifland, or has given its own
to it. It is about fix Leagues long, and as many wide in fome
Places.

They fay this is the fineft Part of Canada, and indeed to

The Nature <^f
^/ Appearances, Nature has

the Conner
denied it nothing that can render a Country

..oe umiy,
beautiful : Hiils, Meadows, Fields, fine

Woods of Timber Trees, Brooks, Fountains, and Rivers, and
all thefe of fuch a good Quality, and fo happily intermixed, that

one could fcarce clelire any Thing more. The Lands are not
equally good for all Sorts of Grain ; but the greateft Part are

furprifingly fertile, and I have feen fome that have produced
Wheat eight Years together without being manured. How-
ever, they are all good for fomething. The Ifles feem to have
been placed on Purpofe to pleafe the Eve. The Rivers and

Z z
' the
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the Lakes are full of Fifh ; the Air pure, and the Climate tern-

preate, and very healthy.

Before we arrive at the iirll Fort, which is on the left Hand,

Of the Sa'va s
^ League below the [lie of St. Claire, there

/ 'vages
^j.^ fame Side two pretty populous

fettled near the xr-n i.

p^^^
Villages, and which are very near each o-

^ * ther. The firll is inhabited by fome Tion^

nontatex Hurons, the fame, who, after having a long Time wan-
dered from Place to Place, fixed themfelves firft at the Fall of
St. Mary, and afterwards at Michillimahnac. I'he fécond is in-

habited by fome Pouteouatamis. On the Right, a little higher,

there is a third Village of Outaouais, the infeparable Companions
of the Hurom, fi nee the Iroquois obliged them both to abandon
their Country. There are no Chrijîïans among them, and if there

are any among the Pouteouatamis, they are few in Number. The
Hurons are all Chrijiians, but they have no Miffionaries : They
fay that they chufe to have none ; but this is only the Choice of
fome of the Chiefs, who have not much Religion, and who
hinder the others from being heard, who have a long Time delired

to have one. (a)
It is a long Time fmce the Situation, Hill more than the Beauty

of the Strait, has made us wifh for a confiderable Settlement
here : It was pretty well begun fifteen Years ago, but fome
Reafons, which are kept fecret, have reduced it very low.

Thofe who did not favour it faid, firft, that it brought the

Peltry of the North too near the Englijh, who felling their Mer-
chandizes to the Savages cheaper than our's, would draw- all the

Trade to Ne^-w York, Second, that the Lands of the Strait are not
good, that the Surface to the Depth of nine or ten Inches is

only Sand, and under this Sand there is aClayfo HiiF, that Water
cannot penetrate it; whence it happens that the Plains and the

inner Parts of the Woods, are always covered with Water, and
that you fee in them only little Oaks badly grown, and hard
Walnut-Trees; and that the Trees Handing always in the Wa-
ter, their Fruit ripens very late. But to thefe Reafons they re-

ply, it is true, that in the Environs of Fort Pontchartrain the

Lands are mixed with Sand, and that in the neighbouring Forells

there are fome Bottoms that are almoil always full of Water.
Neverthelefs, thefe very Lands have yielded Wheat eighteen

Years together without being manured, and one need not go
far to find fome that are excellent. As for the Woods, with-

out going far from the Fort, I have feen fome in my Walksj,

which are no v/ays inferior to our fineft Forells,

(a) They have at length given them one for fome Years pad.

As
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As to what they fay, that in making a Settlement at the

Streight, we fhould bring the Fur Trade of the North nearer to

the Englijh ; there is no Perfon in Caiiada who does not own that

we fhall never fucceed in hindering the Savages from carrying-

their Merchandize to them, in whatfoever Place we make our Set-

tlements, and whatever Precautions we take, if they do not iind

the fame Advantages with us as they find at 'Ne^xiTork.—! could

fay many Things to you. Madam, on this Subjeél ; but thefe

Difcuflions would carry m& too far. We ,will talk of this fome
Day at our Leifure.

The 7th of June^ which was the Day after my Arrival at the

^ '1 r- 1 Fort, M. de Tonti, who is the Commandant,

Sa^TeNatilTa't
^^^^^^^^ the Chiefs of the three Villages Î

theffrlofl^etYCÀt
^^^^ before mentioned, to communicate to

f^-heXm-Z'/ J
them the Orders he had jull received from the

Mzrquis de FaudreuiL They heard him pa-
tiently, without interrupting him ; and when he had finiihed,

the Huron Orator told him in few Words, that they were going
to deliberate on what he had propofed to them, and they would
return him an Anfwer in a Ihort Time.—It is the Cuftom of
thefe People, never to give an Anfwer Qire(£lly, when it concerns
a Matter of fome Importance. Two Days after, they re-af-

fembled in a greater Number at the Commandant's, v>^ho deiired

me to be prefent at this Council with the Officers of the Gàrri-
fon. Safieratjt^ who is called by our Fre?ich People, the King cf
the Huronsy and who is actually the hereditary Chief of the Tî-

§nnontatez, who are the true Hiirons^ was prefent that Day : Bujt
'

as he is ftill under Age, he only came for Form : His Uncle,
who governs for him, and who is called the P.egenfj v/as Spokef-
man, as being the Orator of the Nation : And the Honour of
fpeaking for all, is commonly given by Preference to the Hurons^

when there are any in a Council. At the firft Sight of thefe A f-

femblies, one is apt to form a mean Idea of them.—Imagine
that you fee. Madam, a Dozen of Savages alm^oil naked, their

Hair fet in as many different Forms, and all ridiculous ; fome
with lac'd Hats on, and every one a Pipe in his Mouth, and look-
ing like People that have no Thought at all. It is much if any
one drops a Word in a Qiiarter of an Hour, and if they anfwer
him by fo much as a Monoiyiiable : Neither is there any Marks of
Dillindlion, nor Precedency in their Seats. But w^eare quite of
another Opinion, v/hen we fee the Refult of their Deliberations-
Two Points were confidered here, which the Governor had

much at Heart. The iiril vv^as, to make the three Villages be
contented without any more Brandy, the Sale of which had beexi

entirely prohibited by the Council of the Marine. The fécond
was, to engage ail the Nations to unite with thti Freîich to rle-

ilray
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ilroy the Outagamis, commonly called les R.^/mrd^, (tJje Fcx€s)^

whom they had pardoned feme Years before, and who were be-

ginning to commit thefaïîre Outrages as before. M. de TonHzx
Erll repeated in few Words, by his Interpreter, what he had
more fully explained in the firft AfFembly ; and the Huron Orator
replied in the Name of the three Villages : He made no Intro-

dudion, but went diredly to the Bufmefs in Hand : He fpoke a
long Time, and leifurely, topping at every Article, to give the

Interpreter Time to explain in French vv^hat he had before fpoken
in his own Language. His Air, the Sound of his Voice, and
îiis A6lion, though he made no Geilures, appeared to me to have
fomething noble and engaging ; and it is certain that what he
faid, muft have been very eloquent ; fince from the Mouth" of
the Interpreter, who was an ordinary Perfon, deprived of all the

Ornaments of the Language, we were all charmed with it. I

muft own alfo, that if he had fpoken two Hours, I fhould not

Iiave been tired a Moment. Another Proof that the Beauties

of his Difcourfe did not come from the Interpreter, is, that this

Man would never have dared to have faid of himfelf all he
faid to us. I was even a little farprifed that he had Courage to

repeat fo faithfully, as he did, certain Matters which muft be

difpleafing to the Commandant.—When the Huron had done
fpeaking, Onanguice the Chief and Orator of the Fouteouatamisj

exprelTed in few Words, and very ingenioufly, all that the firft

had explained more at Length, and ended in the fame Manner.
The Oiitaouais did not fpeak, and appeared to approve of what
the others had fpoken.

T^he Conclufion was, that the French^ if they pleafed, might

Th R f I of
^^^^^^ ^^^^ i^cjre Brandy to the Savages

;

, ^^/j
^-f that they would have done very well if they

îDe oimci
. had never fold them any ; and nothing could

be imagined more forcible than what the i^^^r^?;^ Orator faid in

expofing the Diforders occalioned by this Liquor, and the Injury

It has done to all the Savage Nations. The moft zealous Mif-
iionary could not have faid more. But he added, that they were
now fo accuftomed to it, that they could not live without it;

from whence it was eafy to judge, that if they could not have it

of the Fre7ichy they would apply to the Englijh. As to what
concerned the V/ar of the Outagams^ he declared, that nothing

could be refolved on but in a general Council of all the NatioriS

who acknowledge Ononthio (a) for their Father ; that they

would, without Doubt, acknowledge the NecefTity of this War,
but they could hardly truft the French a fécond Time ; whQ
having re-united them, to help them to extirpate the commun

C») This is the Name the Savages give the Governor-General.

8 Enemy>
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Enêmy, had granted him Peace without confulting their Allies,

who could never difcover the Reafons of fuch a Condu6l.

The next Day I went to vifit the two Savage Villages which
V ; ^ are near the Fort ; and I went iirft to the

rhl'^Auth^'
////r^;//. I f^^und all the A4atrons, among

per t e iit or whom was the Great Grandmother of 6'^?/?^r/3///,

{rDe!roifTthe'
^° % themfeives fo long de-

^ . •L^ \ prived of Spiritual Helps. Many Things which
^ 1 heard at the fame Time, confirmed me in

the Opinion I had before entertained, that fome private Interefcs

v/ere the only ObHacles to the Defires of thefe good Chriftians»

It is to be hoped that the laft Orders of the Couricii of the Ma-,
rine will remove thefe Oppofitions. M. dc Tcnti afiured me that

lie was going to labour at it efFeclually (b),

Thofe who conducted me to this Village affured me, that

without the Hurons, the other Savages would be ftarved. This
is certainly not the Fault of the Land they poilefs : With very

little Cultivation it would yield them NecefTaries : Fifliing

alone would fupply a good Part, and this requires little Labour*
But fmce they have got a Pvelifh for Brandy, they think of no-,

thing but heaping up Skins, that they may have v/herewithal

to get drunk. The Hurons, more laborious, of more Fore-
light, and more ufed to cultivate the Earth, a6l with greater

Prudence, and by their Labour are in a Condition not only to

fubfift without any Help, but alfo to feed others ; but this indeed
they will not do v/ithout fome Recompence ; for amongft their

good Qualities we muft not reckon Difmtereftednefs.

I was ftill better received by the Infidel Pouieouatamis, than by

His R e-^tlon h
Chrijîian Hurons, Thefe Savages are the

^ n
*^ ^ ^ finefl: Men of Canada : They are moreover

//i?^ routeouata- ^ j^-n , ,

or a very milci iJilpontion, and were always
our Friends. Their Chief, 0;^^//c-«i/-/, treated,

me with a Politenefs which gave me as good an Opinion of his

Underflanding, as the Speech which he made in the Council :

He is really a Man of Merit, and entirely in our Interefl.

As I returned through a Quarter of the Huron Village, I faw*

a Company of thefe Savages, who appeared very eager at Play.

I drew near, and favv they were playing at the Game of the

Dip, This is the Game of which thefe People are fondell. At
this they fometimes lofe their Refl, and in fome Meafure their

Reafon. At this Game they hazard all they poffefs, and many
do not leave off till they are almofl Gripped quite naked, and
till they have loft all they have in their Cabins, Some have

(b) The Hurons of the Straight have at lail obtained a MiiTionaiy^ who has
revived am©n2 them their former Fervor.

been
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been known to ftake their Liberty for a Time, which fully

proves their PafHon for this Game ; for there are no Men in the

World more jealous of their Liberty than the Savages.

The Game of the Dijh, which they alfo call the Game of the

The Game of
^^^^^^ Bones, is only play'd by two Perfons :

the Difh f
-^^^^ ^^^^ eight little Bones, which at

Tv.T '-D^ ^ ^î'ft I took for Apricot Stones ; they are of
the little Bones. ^ ci, 2 t>' r jy . - -

that Shape and Bignels : But upon viewing
them clofely, I perceived that they had fix unequal Surfaces, thé

two principal of which are painted, one Black, and the other

White, inclining to Yellow. They make them jump up, by
fîriking the Ground, or the Table, with a round and hollow Difh,

which contains them, and which they twirl round firft. When
they have no Difh, they throw the Bones up in the Air with their

Hands : If in falling they come all of one Colour, he who plays

wins five r The Game is forty up, and they fubtradl the Num-
bers gained by the adverfe Party. Five Bones of the fame Co-
lour win but one for the firfl Time, but the fécond Time they

win the Game : A lefs Number wins nothing.

He that wins the Game, continues playing : The Lofer gives
îiis Place to another, who is named by the Markers of his Side ;

for they make Parties at fird, and often the whole Village is con-

cern'din the Game : Oftentimes alfo one Village plays againft

ajiother. Each Party chufes a Marker; but he withdraws when he
pleafes, which never happens, but when his Party lofes. At
every Throw, efpecially if it happens to be decifive, they make
^reat Shouts. The Players appear like People poffefied, and
the Spedators -are not more calm. They all make a thoufand
Contortions, talk to the Bones, load the Spirits of the adverfe

Party with Imprecations, and the whole Village echoes with
Howlings. If all this does not recover their Luck, the

jLofers may put off the Party till next Day : It coils them only
a irnall Treat to the Company.

Then they prepare to return to the Engagement. Each in-

vokes his Genius, and throws fome Tobacco in the Fire to his

Honour. They afk him above all Things for lucky Dreams.
As foon as Day appears, they go again to Play ; but if the

liQkTs fancy that the Goods in their Cabins made them un-
lucky, the firll Thing they do is to change them all. The great

Parties commonly laft five or fix Days, and often continue all

Night. In the mean Time, as all the Perfons prefent, at leafl ,

thofe who are concerned in the Game, are in an Agitation that

deprives tliem of Reafon, as they quarrel and fight, which ne-
ver happens among the Savages but on thefe Occafions, and in

Brunkennefs, one may judge, if when they have done playing
they do not want Reft* '

.

It
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ît happens fometlmes that thefe Parties of Play are made by
- ^. . Oider of the Phylician, or at the Requeil of
SuperfiittousUfe g.^j.^ ^j^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^
this ^cime for ^m^oit than a Dream of one or the other.

iheCureofD^jh7n^ This Dre^^ 43 always taken for the Order of
P^^^' fome Spirit ; and then they prepare them-

felves for Play with a great deal of Care. Théy affemble for feve-

ral Nights to try, and to fee who has the luckieft Hand. They
confult their G enii, they fa ft, the married Perfons obferve Con*
tinence ; and all to obtain a favourable Dream. Every Morn-
ing they relate what Dreams they have had, and of all the

Things they have dreamt of, which they think lucky 5 and they

inake a Colieftion of all, and put them into little Bags which they

carry about with them ; and if any one has the Reputation of

being lucky, that is^ in the Opinion of thefe People, of having a

familiar Spirit more powerful, or more inclined to do Good,
they never fail to make him keep near him who holds the Dilh :

They even go a great Way fometimes to fetch him ; and if

through Age, or any Infirmity, he cannot walk, they will carry

him on their Shoulders.

They have often prefTed the Miffionaries to be prefent at thefe

Games, as they believe their Guardian Genii are the moft
powerful. It happened one Day in a Huron Village, that afick

Perfon having fent for a Juggler, this Quack prefcribed the

Game of /i'f T>ipy and appointed a Village at fome DiHance
from the fick Perfon's, to play at. She immediatelyfent to afk

Leave of the Chief of the Village : It was granted : They
played ; and when they had done playing, the lick Perfon gav(^

a great many Thanks to the Players for having cured her, as Ihe

faid. But there was nothing of Truth in all this : On the con-
trary, fhe was worfe ; but one muft always appear fatisfied,

even when there is the leaft Caufe to be fo.

The ill Humour of this Woman and her Relations fell upon
the Miffionaries, who had refufed to affift at the Game, notwith-
ftanding all the Importunities they ufed tO engage them : And
in their Anger for the little Complaifance they ftiewed on this

Occafion, they told them, by Way of Reproach, that fince their

Arrival in this Country, the Genii of the Savages had loft their

Power. Thefe Fathers did not fail to take Advantage of this

Confeffion, to make thefe Infidels fenfible of the Weaknefs of
their Deities, and of the Superiority of the God of the Chrif"
tians. But befides that on thefe Occafions it is rare that they
are well enough difpofed to hear Reafon, thefe Barbarians re-

ply coldly, ** You have your Gods, and we have our's : 'Tis a
^* Misfortune for us that they are not fo powerful a^your's."

A a The
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The Strait is one of the Countries of Canada where â Ëo-
tanift might make the moft Difcoveries. I have already ob-
ferved, that all Canada produces a great many Simples which
have great Virtues^ There is no Doubt that the Snow contri-

butes greatly to it : But there is in this PlaCe a Variety of Soil 1

which, joined to the Mildnefs of the Climate, and the Liberty
which the Sun kas to warm the Earth more than iri other Placesj^

becaufe the Country is more open, gives Room to beliéve that

the Plants have more Virtue here than in any other Plaicei

One of my Canoe Men lately proved the Force of a Plahfp

Of the Flea
which we meet with every where, and the

nduanditsE/. Ç"°wlfge of which is very neceffary for
' Travellers ; not for Its good Qualities, fori

^' never yet heard it had any, but becaufe we
cannot take too much Care to ihun it. They call it the Flea-

Plant ; but this Name does not fufficiently exprefs the Effeds it

produces. Its Effedls are more ot lefs fenfible, according to the

Conftitution of thofe who touch it. There are fome Perfons on
whom it has no EfFeél at all ; but others, only by looking on it^

are feized with a violent Fever, which lafls above fifteen Days,
and which is accompanied with a very troublefome Itch on the

Hands, and a great Itching all over the Body* It has an Èifedl

on others only when they touch it, and then the Party afFeéled ap-
})ears all over like a Leper. Some have been known to have
oft the Ufe of their Hands by it. We know no other Remedy
for it as yet but Patience. After fome Time all the Symptoms
difappear*

There grow alfo in the Strait Lemon-Trees in the natural

nr L T ^^^^f ^^^^ Fruit of v/hich have the Shape and
' Colour of thofe of Portugal, but they arô

the biratt.
fmaller, and of a flat Tafte. They are ex-

cellentin Conferve* The Root of this Tree is a deadly and
Very fubtile Poifon, and at the fame Time a fovereign Antidote

againft the Bite of Serpents. It muft be pounded, and applied

direélly to the Wound. This Remedy takes Effefl inftantly,

and never fails. On both Sides the Strait the Country, as they

fay, preferves all its Beauty for about ten Leagues within Land ;

after which they find fewer Fruit-Trees, and not fo many Mea-
dows. But at the End of five or fix Leagues, inclining towards
the Lake Èr^éto the South Weft, one fees vaft Meadows which
extend above a hundred Leagues every Way, and which feed a

prodigious Number ofthofe Cattle which I have already mention-*

«d feveral Times.
/ am, &c.

L-ETTEK
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LETTER XVII.

Various Remarks an the CharaSler^ Cuflomsy and Gonjernment th§

Savages,

Madam, Detroit f/^^ Strait), June i/^*

AFTER I had clofed my laft Letter, and given it to ^

Perfon who was going down to ^ebecy I prepared myfelf

to continue my Journey, and in Faél, I embarked the next Day»
but I did not go far, and by the Want of Precaution in my Con*
dudors, I am returned here to Fort Pontcbartrainy where I fear I

fliall be obliged to ftay yet feveral Days. Thefe are Difappoint-

ments which we muft expeét with the Canadian Travellers, they

^re never in Hafte, and are very negligent in taking their Mea-*

fures. But as we muft make the beft of every Thing, I fhall

take Advantage of this Delay, to begin to entertain you with the

Government of the Savages, and of their Behaviour in public Af*
fairs. By this Knowledge you will be better able to judge of
what I fiiaH have Qccafion to fay to you hereafter; but I fhall

not fpeak very largely on this Subjed : Firft, becaufe the Whole
is not very interefting : Secondly, becaufe I will write nothing
to you but v/hat is fupported by good Teftimony, and it is not

eafy to find Perfons whofe Sincerity is entirely unfufpeéled, at

leaft of Exaggeration ; or who may not be fufpedled of having

given Credit too lightly to all they heard ; or who havç Difcern-

ment enough to take Things in a right View, which requires a
long Acquaintance with the Country, and the Inhabitants, I

fhall fay nothing of my own on this Article, and this will pre-

vent me from following a regular Series in what I fhall fay. But
it will not be difficult for you to colled and make a pretty re*-:

gular Whole of the Remarks which I fhall interfperfe in my
Letters, according as I receive them.

It muft be acknowledged. Madam, that the nearer View we
o r ^*ke of our Savages, the more we difcover in

The Savages of ^^^^ fome valuable Qualities. The chief
Canada are more

p^^^ Principles by which they regu.
eaftly to be convert^

late their Condud, the general Maxims by
ed than the more ct^

which they govern themfelvcs, and the Bot-
^iliTLed Nations.

^^^j^ Charader, have nothing which
appears barbarous. Furthermore, the Ideas, though quite con-

fufed, which they have retained of a firft Being ; the Traces, tho*

almoft effaced, of à religious Worfhip, which they appear to

Aa 2
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have rendered formerly to this Supreme Deity; and the faint

Marks, which we obferve, even in their mofl indiiFerent Adions
of the antient Belief, and the primitive Religion, may bring
them more ealily than we think, into the Way of Truth, and
make their Converfion. to Chriftianlty to be m.ore eafily effefted

than that of more civilized Nations. In Faft, we learn from
Experiîincej that Policy, Knowledge, and Maxims of State, create

in the laft an Attachment and a Prejudice for their falfe Belief,

which all the Skill, and all the Zeal of the Labourers of the

Gofpel have much Pains to overcome. So that there is Need
of Grace ailing more powerfully on enlightened Infidels, who
are almoft always blinded by their Prefumption, than on thofe

who have nothing to oppofe to it but a very limited Know-
ledge.

The greatefl: Part of the People of this Continent have a Kind

A General Idea
Ariftocratic Government, which varies aU

f their Govern
Infinity. For altho' each Village has

y <?'
- Chief, who is independent of all the o-

^^^^ * thers of the fame Nation, and on whom his

Subjeéls depend in very fev/ Things ; neverthelefs, no Affair of
any Importance is concluded without the Advice of the Elders.

Towards the Sachems were more abfolute, and it does not

appear that they were obliged as the Chiefs are in almoft all

other Places, to beftow Bounties on private Perfons. On the

contrary, they received a Kind of IVibute from their Subjeds,

and "by no Means thought it a Part of the^r Grandeur to referve

nothing for themfelves. But there is Realbn to think tliat

the Diiperfion of thefe Savages of Acadia, and perhaps alfo their

Intercourfe with the Fre?zch, have occafioned many Changes in

their old Form cf Government, concerning which Lejcarhot and
Champlain are the only Authors who^ have given us any Parti-

culars.

Many Nations have each three Families, or principal Tribes,

cTh n r an tient, in all Probability, as their Ori-

r Y\r '^''^^
gin. They are neverthelefs derived from the

of the Nattons tn- r^^^
^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ j^^j,^^

to 1 rites*
upon as the JirJ}, which has a Sort of Pre-

eminence over the two others, who ftile thofe of this Tribe Bro-

thers , whereas between themfelves they ilile each other Coujins,

Thefe Tribes are mixed, without being, confounded, each has

Its diilin6l Chief in every Village; and in the Affairs which con-

cern the whole Nation, theie Chiefs afTemble to deliberate

thereon. Each Tribe bears the Name of fome Animal, and the

whole Nation has alTo one, whofe Name they take, and whofe

Figure is their Mark, or, as one m.ay fay, their Coat of Arms.

They fign Treaties no otherwife than by tracing thefe Figures
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tin It, unlefs Tome particular Reafons make them fubftitufe

others.

Thus the Huron Nation is the Nation of the Porcupine, Its

iîrfi: Tribe bears the Name of the Bear, or of the Roc^Buck. Au-
thors diiFer about this. The two others have taken for their

Animals, the ?Foîf and the Tortoife. In fhort, each Village has

alfo its own Animal ; and probably it is this Variety which has
occalioned fo many Miilakes in the Authors of Relations. Fur-
thermore, it is proper to obferve, that befides thefe Diilin6lions

of Nations, Tribes, and Villages, by Animals, there are yet
others which are founded upon fome Cuftom, or on fome
particular Event. For Inftance, the Tto?inontatex Huronsy wha
are of the érft Tribe, commonly call themfelves the Nation of
tobacco -y *and we have a Treaty, in which thefe Savages, who
were then at MichilUmakinac, have put for tiieir Mark the Figure
of a Beaver.

The Iroquois Nation have the fame Animals as the Huron, of

Ohfer^ation on
^^^^^ appears to be a Colony ; yet with

the Nams ^of The
^^^^ Difference, that the Family of the Tor-

Chieù^
^ ^^^^^ divided into two, which they call the

' great and the little Tortoife, The Chief of
each Family bears the Name of it, and in public Tranfadions
they never give him any other. It is the fame in Refped: to the

Chief of the Nation, and of each Village. But befides this

Name, which is, as I may fay, only a Reprefentation, they have
another which dillinguilhes them more particularly, and which
is, as it were, a Title of Honour. Thus one is called the moft

mhky another the moji antient, &c. Lallly, they have a third

Name which is perfonal ; but I am apt to think that this is only

ufed among the Nations, where the Rank of Chief is hereditary.

The conferring or giving thefe Titles, is always performed
with great Ceremony. The new Chief, or if he is too young,
he who reprefents him, muft make a Feafl and give Prefents,

fpeak the Elogium of his Predecefîbr, and fmg his Song. But
there are fome perfonal Nam.es fo famous, that no one dares to

affume them ; or which, at leaft, remain a long Time before

they are re-alTumed : When they do it, they call it, railing from
the Dead the Ferfon who formerly had that Name.

In the North, and in all Places where the Algonquin Language

Of the Succef
P^^^ails, the Dignity of Chief is eleftive ;

Ron and of ûe' ^ Ceremony of the Eleélion and In-

EleSîion of the
lallation conlifts in Feafls, accompanied with

Ch^efs^
^ Dances and Songs. The Chief eleded

never fails to make the Panegyrick of him
whofe Place he takes, and to invoke his Genius. Amongft the

Huronsy where this Dignity is hereditary, the Succcflion is con^

tinued
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^7; woman's Side ; fo that at the Death of the
- Çhiefj^ it is not his Son that fucceeds him, but his Sifter's Son ;

ix^ Cafe of Failure of fuch, the neareft Relation by the Fe*
S^g,îe Line. If a whole Branch happens to be e:i;tin6l, the
lapbleil Matron of a Tribe chufes the Perlpn Ihe likes bçH^ and
4ecla,res him Çhief.

'^'h.ey mull be of an Age fit to govern ; a^d if the hereditary

^ - - - who has all the Authority, but wha exercifes

|| in, t^he Name of the Minor. In general, thefe Chiefs do not
ç^çejve ^ny great Marks of Refped ; and if they are alv/ay&

(^j^0;ed, it is becaufe they know how far their Com,mands will

|i.ave Force. It is trne alfo, that they entreat or propofe, rather

^h%n com^mand, and that they never exceed the Bounds of the
littile Authority they have. Thus it is Reafon that governs ;

%î^d; the Government is the more efFeéluaî, as the Obedience is

Bio3:ç voluntary, and that thei-e is no Fear of its degenerating

Into. Tyranny.
Befides this, every Family has a Right to chufe themfelves

Of the ATJ ^ Counfeilor> or an Affiliant to the Chiefs

MnU or Com ^''^^^ watch over theix* Interefts, and
^
.fîj

,

ouur
without whofe Advice the Chief can under-

jcjqrs^-^
take nothing. Thefe Counfellors are efpe-

çi^lly obliged to take Care of the public Treafure, and it

i|>jelongs to them to direél hov/ it is to be employed • The firft

]^:$ception of them into this Ofiice, is in a general Council ; but

th^ey do not give Notice of this to their Allies, as they do in the

ElçAio^ or Inftallation of a Chief.- -^ - ^- Jn the Huron- Nations, the

'WDH;ien name the Counfellors, and they often chufe Perfons of
^heii: own Sex.

fWs Body of Counfellors, or Affifcants^ is the iirft of all :

r>r L n J ^ 'T^^ fécond is that of the Elders ; that is t&

àhilA f'^y^ ^^"^ attained the Age of
*

. 'Maturity. I could never learn cxaaiy what
this Age is* The laft is that of the Warriors : It comprehends

that are able to bear Arms. This Body has often at its

^e^d the Chief of the Nation, cr of the Village ; but he muft

l^aye diftinguilhed himfelf firR by fome brave Adion > otherwifc

i^^ i;s obliged to ferve as a Subaltern \- that" is te fay^ as a com*

^Soldier, for there is no other Rank in the Armies of the

^ A, great Party niay indeed have feveral Chiefs, becaufe they

7 Tjrr g^^^ this Title to all thofe who have everWm Wcm commanded; but they are not the lefs fub.

^W'^ jea to the Commander of the Party, a Kind

# General without Charafter, without real Authority, who can.
... ... .

. ;
_

^

neither
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.neither reward nor puniili, whofe Soldiers may leav^ lii^

they pleafe, without his having a Right to fay any Ti; ii:r; ïô

them on that Account, and who neverthelefs is fcarce év^i- eofe-^

tradi^ted. So true is it, that amongft Men who goveri\ thém^

felves by Reafon^, and are guided by Honour and a Zeal fà^

their Country^ Independence does not deRroy Subordioâtioîl^

and that a free and voluntary Obedience is generally the l^iO^

be depénded on. For th'^ refl:, the Qualities required ia à Wai"

Chief, are to be fortunatcj brave, and dilintereilcd. It Î5 nol

ftrange, that they fhouldobey without Difiiculty a Man in wàoft
thefe three Charaders are knov^^n to be united.

The Women have the principal Authority among all the Peô^

Pû^v' f
Mitron Language^ if we except tiiè

£,
Q^^i cf

Jromiois Canton of Onneputh^ where it is ials
iheWomemnJomc^

ternate between the Sexes. But if this il
l^auons.

^1^^.^ j^^^^^ ^j^^.^ Praaice is feldom confor'hi-

sable to it. In Reality, the Men acquaint the VYomen only 'witk

what they pleafe to let them know, and an important Affair ii

feldom Gommunieated to them, though all is tranfa£led in thèif

Namei and the Chiefs are only their Lieutenants.

What I told you. Madam, of the Great Grandmother of thê

hereditary Chief of the Hiirms of the Strait, who could he-

ver obtain a Mitlionary for her Village, is a good Proof that th'è

real Authority of the Women is ccnnned to very narrow Li*

mits ; yet I have bcc i affured, that they deliberate ÏvîÎx bit

what is propofed in the Council, and afterwards they give the

kefult of their Beiiberadon to the CMefs^ who make a RepbrI •

of it to the general Council, compowd of thé Eldërà : But it

feems very probable, that all this is dene for Form, and with the

Reflriélions I have mentioned. The Warriors coiifult àîfô

among themfeh^es on every Thing in their Departm^ent, but thej

can conclude nothing of Importance^ or that concerns the IM.^

tioh or the Village. Every Thing muil be examined and de-

termined in the Council of the Elders^ who give the final Dë-
éree.

It mulî be acknowledged that they proceed in thefe ÂifémÎ3lîë§

et"! rrr-rj ^ with fuch Prudence, Maturity, Ability; ^hd.
rheWtfdom of ^^^^^ ^^^^ for the mofl Part, fmch Prb^

theje l.ounctlu
j^.^^,^ ^^^^j^ have, done Honoùr to thë

Areopagus of Athens^ and the Senate of RoniSj in the moft fiou-

rilhing Times of thofe Republics. The P^'^afon is, that the|^

toncliide nothing haftilv, and that the O;rong Paffions which hayë
made fuch Alterations in the Sy.0:em5 of Policy, even amongft
Chrijiians^ have not yet prevailed in thefe Savages over the Pub-
lic Good. The Parties concerned do not fail to employ fecrei

Springs, and fuch Intrigue to aecpmplilh their Defign§> thai
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one would fcarce believe could enter into tHe Thoughts of fucl^

Barbarians. It is alfo true, that they poiTefs, in the highell De-
gree, the great Art of concealing their Proceedings. For the
moll Part, the Glory of the Nation, and the Motives of Ho-
nour, are the chief Springs of all their Undertakings. What
we cannot excufe in them, is, that generally they place all their

Honour in revenging themfelves, and give no Bounds to their

Revenge : A Fault which Chriftianity alone can throughly re-

form, and which all our Folitenefs and our Religion does not
always correél.

Each Tribe has its Orator in every Village, and there are few

Of the Orators
^^^^^ Orators who have a Right to fpeak

J ^ ^ ^ ' in the public Councils, and in the general

Affemblies. They always fpeak well, and to the Purpofe. Be-
lides that natural Eloquence, which none of thofe who have been
acquainted with them will difpute, they have a perfeél Know-
ledge of the Interells of thofe who employ them, and a Dexte-
rity in placing their Rights in the faireil: Light, that nothing
can exceed. On fome Occafions, the Women have an Orator,

w^ho fpeaks in their Name, and as if he was folely their Interpre-

ter.

One would think that People, who we may fay have no Pof-

O^ h Inierefîs
^^^^"^ public or private, and v»^ho

r 1 r r> ^J^^-^
^ have no Ambition to extend themfelves,

cj tbeje reop^e.
^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Things to adjufl with

each other. But the Spirit of Man, naturally reftlefs, cannot

remain without Action, and is ingenious in finding itfelf Em-
ployment. This is certai#^ that our Savages negotiate continu-

ally, and have always fome Affair on the Carpet. There are

fome Treaties to conclude, or to renew, OiFers of Service, mu-
tual Civilities-, Alliances they court. Invitations to join in

making War, Condolences on the Death of a Chief, or of

fome confiderable Perfon. All this is done with a Dignity, an

Attention, I will even venture to fay with an Ability, worthy

of the moft important Affairs : And they are fometimes more fo

than they feem to be ; for thofe they depute for thefe Purpofes,

have almoil always fome fecret Inftrunions, and the apparent

Motive of their Deputation is only a Vail that hides another of

more Confequence.

The Iroquois Nation has for the two laft Ages made the greateft

tr/. P /•
Figure in Canada. By their Succeffes in

^^^{9 ^ War they have gained over the greateft Part
ibe Iroquois.

^^^^^ Nations a Superiority, which
none of them at prefent are in a Condition to difpute ; and

from a peaceable Nation, as they were formerly, they are be-

come very reftlefs and intriguing. But nothing has contributed

more
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îTîCH-e to render them formidable, than the Advantage of their

Situatioij ; which they foon difcovered, and knew very well

how to take Advantage of it. Placed between us and the Eng^
lijb, they foon conceived that both Nations would be obliged to

court them ; and it is certain that the principal Attention of
both Colonies, iince their Settlement, has been to gain them, or

at leaft to engage them to remain neuter : Being perfuaded om
their Part, that if one of thefe Nations iîiould prevail over the

other, they fhould foon be opprelTed, they have found the Se-

cret to balance their SucceiTes ; and if we coniider that all their

Forces joined together have never amounted to more than five

or fix thoufand fighting Men, and that long ago they were di-

miniihed above half, one muft acknowledge that they could not„

with fo fmall a Power, have fupported themfelves as they have
done, but by great Skill and Addrefs.

As to what relates to private Perfons, and the particular Con-

Of theGo<vern
^^^^^ Villages, thefe are reduced to a

'74U
^'^y^" very fmall Compafs, and are foon decided.

mmt ofthevti-
^^^^ Authority of the Chiefs does not ex-.

tend, or very rarely extends, fo far ; and ge-

nerally thofe who have any Reputation, are employed only for

the Public. A fingle Aifair, however trifling it may be, is a

long Time under Deliberation. Every Thing is treated of
with a great deal Circumfpeftion, and nothing is decided

till they have heard every one who defires it. If they have

made a Prefent under Hand to an Elder, to fecure his Vote^,

they are fare to obtain it when the Prefent is accepted. It wa:>

fcarce ever heard that a Savage failed ^n an Engagement of this

Kind ; but he does not take it eafily, and he never receives with

both Hands. The young People enter early into the Know-
ledge of Bufmefs, which renders them ferions and mature in an

Age in which v/e are yet Children : This interefrs them in the

Public Good from their erirly Youth, and in fpires them with an

Emulation, which is cherifiied with great Cai-e, and from v/hicli

the-re is Reafon to exped the greateft Things,

The greateil Defe6l of this Government, is, that there is no'

ctL T\ r CL ^ Punifnment for Crimes among thefe People.

theGo^er^ilit
^^^^^^ ^^is Defea has not the fame Confe-

' ^ o^ernmen
, quences here, which it would have v/ith us :

The great Spring of our Paffions, and the principal Source of
the Diforders which moil difturb civil Society, i/jat is to fay^

Self-Intereft, having fcarce' anyTower over People, who never

think of laying up Riches, and vv^ho take little Thought for the

Morrow.
They may alfo jufdy be reproached with their Manner of

bringing up their Children. They know not what it is to chaf-

B b life
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tife them : Whilft they are little^ they fay they have fio Reafon ^
and the Savages are not of the Opinion, tfiat Punifhment pro-
motes UnderSanding. When they are old enough to reafon^

they fay that they are Mailers of their own Adlions, and that

they are accountable to no Perfon for them. They carry thefe

two Maxims fo far, as to fufFer themfelves to be ill ufed by
drunken People, without defending themfelves, for Fear of
hurting them. If youendeavour to ihew them the Folly of this

Conduél, they fay. Why Jhould hurt them ? They knouj not

nvhat they do*

In a Word, thefe Americans are entirely convinced that Man is

born free, that no Power on Earth has any Right to make any
Attempts againft his Liberty, and that nothing can make him
Amends for its Lofs. We have even had much Pains to unde-
ceive thofe converted to Chriftianity on this Head, and to make
them underftand, that in Confequence of the Corruption of our
Nature, which is the EfFeft of Sin, an unreltrained Liberty of
doing Evil differs little from a Sort of NecelTity of committing
it, confidering the Strength of the Inclination, which carries us

to it ; and that the Law which reftrains us, prings us nearer to

our firft Liberty, in feeming to deprive us <i>f it. Happijy for

them, Experience does not make them feel in many material

Articles all the Force of this Bias, which produces in other

Countries fo many Crimes. Their Knowledge being more con-

fined than our's, their Defires are flill more fo. Being ufed

only to the fimple NeceiTaries of Life, which Providence ha^
fufficiently provided for them, they have fcarce any Ides^ of Su-
perfluity.

After all, this Toleration, and this Impunity, is a great Dif^

order. There is alfo another, in the Defeél of Subordination,

which appears in the Public, and ftill more fo in Domeftic Con-
cerns, where every one does what he pleafes ; where the Father^

Mother, and Children, often live like People met together by
Chance, and who are bound by no Obligations to each other ;

where the young People treat of the Affairs of the Family with-

out communicating any Thing of it to their Parents, no more
than if they were Strangers ; where the Children are brought

up in an entire Independence, and where they accuftom them*
felves early not to hearken either to the Voice of Nature, or the

moft indifpenfable Duties of Society.

If in the Nations that are moft prudently governed, and which
are reftrained by the Reins of a moft holy Religion, weftill fee

fome of thofe Monfters which are a Difgrace to Human Nature,

they at leaft create Horror, and the Laws fupprefs them : But
what is only the Crime of a private Perfon, when it is attended

with Punilhment, becomes the Crime of the Nation that leaver
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k tinpuniflied, as even Parricide itfelf is among the Savages.

Were it ftill mo^e uncommon than it is, this Impunity is a Blot

which nothing can efface, and which appears entirely barba-

rous. There are, however, in all this, fome Exceptions, which
I fliall mention prefently ; but, in general, fuch is the Spirit

that prevails among our Savages.
^

They are not only perfuaded that a Perfon who is not in his

a-j n ' i"isht Senfes is not to be reprehended, or at
The Pnnaples , . ^ u -ru j u *

7 •
ZL v> leaR not to be punilhed ; but they imagine

gemment is efîa
'

unworthy of a Man to defend

^Vn^ï^
/J ej a-

himfelf againft a Woman or a Child ; but it

^ * is always underftood, where there is no Dan-
ger of Life, or of being maimed ; yet in this Cafe, if it is

poffible, they get away. But if a Savage kills another belong-

ing to his Cabin, if he is drunk, (and they often counterfeit

Prunkennefs when they intend to commit fuch A(5lions) all the

Confequence is, that they pity and weep for the Dead. // is a
Misfortune, (^^^7 ^^X) Murderer kneiv not ^hat he did.

If he did it in cool Blood, they readily conclude that he had
good Eeafons for coming to this Extremity : If it is plain he
had none, it belongs to tkofe of his Cabin, as the only Perfons

concerned, to punilh him : They may put him to Death, but
they feldom do it ; and if they do, it is without any Form of
Juftice ; fo that his Death has lefs the Appearance of a lawful

Puniihment than the Revenge of a private Perfon. Sometimes
a Chief will be glad of the Opportunity to get rid of a bad
Subje6l. In a Word, the Crime is not punifhed in a Manner
that fatisfes Juftice^ and which .eilablilhes the public Peace
and Safety.

An Affallination which afFeds feveral Cabins, would al-

always have bad Confequences. Oftentimes there needs no
jnore to fet a whole Village in a Flame, and even a whole Na-
tion : For which Reafon, on thefe Occafions, the Council of the

Elders negle6l no Means to reconcile the Parties betimes ; and
if they fucceed, it is commonly the Public who make the Pre-
fents, and take all the Meafures to appeafe the Family offended,

^he fpeedy Puniihment of the Guilty, would at once put an End
to the Affair ; and if the Relations of the Dead can get the

Murderer in their Power, they may punifli him as they pleafe ;

but the People of his Cabin think it is not for their Honour to

facrifice him ; and often the Village, or the Nation, does not
îîhink it proper to conftrain them to do it.

I have read in a Letter of Father Brebeuf who lived amongfl

Tj w TT ^ Hurons. that they ufed to punilli Murder
/i<?at; //b^ Hurons . ' m/ i -j 5 j j t> j

, -fu.j 7\/r J this Manner. They laid the dead Body
jMmJ^ed M^rda:

^^^^ p^j^^^ ^j^^ ^.J^ ^ ^i^^^

B b 2 Murderer
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Murderer was obliged to remain feveral Days together, and to

receive all that dropt from the Carcafe, ftot only; on hinfifelf, but
alfo on his Food, which they fet by hirh ; unlefs by a confider-

able Prefent to the Cabin of the Deceafed, he obtained the Fa-
t^our of having his Food freed from this Poifon ; but the Mif-
£onary does not fay, whether this was done by public Authori-

ty, or whether it was only done by Way of Reprifal by the

Perfons concerned, when they could get the Murderer in their

Power. However this may be, the moft common Means ufed

by the Savages to make Amends to the Relations of a Perfon

murdered, is to fupply his Place by a Prifoner of War ; in this

Cafe the Captive is almoft always adopted : He takes PofTeffion

of all the Rights of the Deceafed, and foon makes them forget

him whofe Place he fupplies. But there are fome odious Crimes
which are immediately punifhed with Death, at leaf): among
fome Nations, am^ongll which are Sorceries.

Whoever is fufpeéled of Sorcery is fafe no where ; they even

Funifhment of
^^^^ them undergo a Sort of Torture, to

Ma ^icians

^ oblige them to difcover their Accomplices,
agictans,

^^^^^ which they are condemned to the Pu-
nifhment of Prifoners of War ; but the Confent of his Family
is firft aiked, which they dare not refufe. Thofe who are leail

culpable are knocked on the Head before they are burnt. They
treat much in the fame Manner thofe that diflionour their

Families, and commonly it is the Family that executes the De-
linquent.

Among the Huronsy who were much inclined to Heal, and

Regulation far
^^^^ dexterouily, that our moft ficiil-

Thm ^s^faund
Pick-pockets would think it an Honour

tngsjaun
. them» it was allowed v/hen they found

out the Thief, not onlv to take ffom him again v/hat he had
ilolen, but alfo to carry away every Thing that was in his Cabin,
iind to ftrip him, his Wife, and Children, quite naked, without

his having the Liberty to m.ake the leail Refiftance. And to

prevent all ihe Difputes v/hich might arife on this Subjcd, they

agreed on certain Points which they have always obferved. For
Inftance, every Thing found, tno' it had been loil but a Mo-
ment, belonged to the Perfon that found it, provided the Lofer

had not claimed it before. But if they difcovered the leaft un-
fair Dealing on the Part of the Finders, they were obliged to

reftore it, which fometimes occafioned Difputes that w%re pretty

diflicult to decide : The following is a Angular Inllance of this

Kind,

A good
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A good old Woman, whofe whole Stock confifted in a Collar

A fin ular In
^^^^^^^^^î"^» Shells, which was worth about

/andS Thin ^^^^^ Crowns, carried it always with h«r in a

f ^/i
little Bag. One Day as fhe was working ia

-J ^ ' the Field, fhe hung her Bag upon a Tree ;

another Woman who perceived it, and who longed very muck
to fharp her out of her Collar, thought it a favourable Oppor-
tunity to get it without being accufed of Theft: She never lofl

Sight of it, and in an Hour or two, the old Woman being gone
into the next Field, llie ran to the Tree and began to cry out,

fhe had made a good Find. The old Woman at this Cry turned
her Head, and faid the Bag belonged to her ; that it was £he who
had hung it to the Tree, that ilie had neither loil nor forgot it, and
that fhe intended to take it again when Ihe had done her Work,
The other Party replied, that there v/as no judging of Inten-

tions, and that having quitted the Field v/ithout taking a-

gain her Bag, one might naturally conclude. Hie had for-

got it.

After many Difputes betv/een thefe two Women, between
' whom there pafTed neverthelefs not the leall difobliging Word,
the Affair was carried before an Arbitrator, v/ho was the Chief
of the Village, and this was his Decree: *^ To judge Uridly,
** fays he, the Bag belongs to her that found it; but the Cir-
** cumftances are fuch, that if this Woman will not be taxed

with Avarice, fhe muft reftore it to her that claims it, and
** be contented with a fmall Frefent, which the other is indif-

penfably obliged to make her :
" The tv/o Parties fubmitted

to this Deciiion ; and it is proper to obferve, that the Fear of
being noted for Avarice has as much Influence on the Mind of
the Savages, as the Fear of Punifament would have, and that in

general thefe People are governed more by Principles of Ho~
Pxour than by any other Motive. What I have further to add.

Madam, will give you another Proof of this : I have faid before

that to hinder the Confequences of a Murder, the Public takes

upon itfelf to make the Submifiions for the Guilty, and to make
Amends to the Parties concerned : Would you believe that even
this has more Power to prevent thefe Diforders than the fevereil

Laws ? But this is certainly true: For as thefe Submifiions arc

extremely mortifying to Men whofe Pride furpafîes all Defcrip-

tion, the Criminal is more afFeded by the Trouble which he
fees the Public fuiier on his Account, than he would be for

himfelf ; and a Zeal for the Honour of the Nation refl:rains

thefe Barbarians much more powerfully, than the Fear of Deatk
or Punifhments.

But it is very certain, that Impunity has not always prevailed

^mongft them as it ha^ done in thefs latter Times, and our

Mifïîoiiaries
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Miffionaries have ftill found fome Traces of the antient Rigour
with which they ufed to fupprefs Crimes. Theft in particular was
looked upon as a Blot which difhonoured a Family, and every

one had a Right to wafli away the Stain with the Blood of the

Delinquent. Father Breheuf one Day faw a young Huron who
was killing a Woman with a Club, he ran to him to prevent it,

and afked him why he committed fuch Violence, She is my
Sifter, replied the Savage, ftie is guilty of Theft, and I

will expiate by her Death, the Difgace fhe has brought upon
me and all my Family." My Letter is juft now called for,

and I conclude with my Aflurances of being,

Tour^Sf Sec.

LETTER XVIII.

Foyage from Detroit (the Strait) to Michillimakinac^
Defeription of the Country, Of the Marriages of the Sa-
vages.

Madam, Michillimakinac, June 30.

IT was the i8th of this Month that I at length departed in

good Earneft from the Fort of Pontchartrain at Detroit^ a lit-

tle before Sun-fet. I had fcarce gone a League, when a Storm,

De artur" 'rem ^^^^"^P^^^^^ "w'iûi a Deluge of Rain, ob~

T\ ^ .^I
^^"^

liged me to go alhore very wet, and we
^ * pafTed the Night very unpleafantly. The

next Day all that I could do was to crofs the Lake of S^t, Claire^

though this FafTage is but four Leagues, The Country ap-

peared to me good on both Sides. At half Way we leave upon
the Left Hand a River which is at leaft feventy Yards wide at

its Mouth. They call it the Huron's Ri^er, becaufe thefe Sa-

vages took Refuge here during the War with the Iroquois* On
the Right, and almoft oppofite, there is another, the Entrance
of which is twice as wide, and which they go up eighty Leagues
without meeting any Fall, which is rare in the Rivers of this

Country. I could not learn its Name.
The Route to Fort Detroit, from the End of the Traverfe, is

Eaft North Eaft ; from thence we turn to the North by the Eaft,

even to the South for four Leagues, at the End of which on the

Right Hand we find a Village of Miffifague%, fituate on a fruitful

Soil at the Entrance of fome very fine Meadows, and in the moQ.

agreeable
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djreeablc Situation that can be feen. From thence to Lake
Huroft they reckon twelve Leagues, and the Country is all the

Way charming. It is a magnificent Canal as lirait as a Line^

bordered with lofty Woods, divided by fine Meadows, and
fprinkled with iHands, fome of which are pretty large. We
fteer here North North Eaft, and at the Entrance of Lake Hu-
ron, the Courfe is North for twelve Leagues further.

In croffing Lake Sf. Claire^ I had in my Canoe a young Savage

cTL p ' .1 Itrong and vigorous, and on the Strength of

Sa^a ^ITake^to^a
^^^^^ Arms I much depended, in granting

adages ae o a-
j^-^ the PafTage which he aflced of me; but

aornwemjel^es.
^^^^ ^.^^^^ AffiHance. In Recompence

he diverted me much, till a Storm which rofe over our Heads,
began to make me uneafy. This young Man had been at his

Toilet before he embarked, and he did not give three Strokes

with his Oar, but he took his Looking GlaTs to fee if the Mo-
tion of his Arms had not difordered the drefiing of his Hair ; or
if the Sweat had not altered the Figures he had drawn on his

Face with Red, and other Colours, with which he had painted
hi mfelf.

I knovv not whether he did not hope to arrive at the Village of
the Mifftfagmz before Night, to be prefent at fome Feafi, but we
could not go fo far. The Storm began juft as we got to an liland

at the End of the Traverfe of the Lake, and we were forced to

flay there. The young Savage however did not appear to be
much difconcerted at this Difappointment, for thefe People are

cafily reconciled to every Accident : Perhaps alfo he only intend-

ed to (hew himfelf to us in all his Finery ; but if this was his

Defign he lofi: his Labour, I had feen him a few Days before ia
his natural Appearance, and liked him much better than v/itk

this odd Mixture of Colours, which had coil him fo much Pains,

We fee few Women paint their Faces here, but the Men, and
efpecially the young ones, are very curious in this Ornament :

There are fome who employ half aDay in painting themfelves 'm
this Manner only to go from Door to Door to be looked at, and
who return mightily Satisfied with themfelves, tho' Nobody has

faid a Word to them.

We entered Lake Huron the twentieth, about ten in the

Morning. And we prefently had the Diverfion of fifhing for

Sturgeon. Thô next Day, in Spite of the Thunder, whick
grumbled all the Day, but which was fatisfied with threatening

lis, I advanced hear twenty-five Leagues ori the Lake, but the

twenty-third a thick Fog, which hindered us from feeing four

Paces before oiif Canoe, obliged us to go more flowly, becaufe we
failed on a rocky Bottom, which in many Places is not covered

with half a Foot Water : It extends a great Way into the Lake,
and
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«nd is ten Leagues long : Our Canadians call it Igs Pays Plais^

(the Flat Country.)

The next Day we gained the Bay of Saguinam, which is five or

cr-j o'. ' ^ fix Leagues wide at the Mouth, and thirty
The Situation of 1 ^rpi r\ . • 1, ^rn • 1'

..... J deep. The Qutaouais have a Viilage m the
MicniiiimaRi-

bottom of this Bay, which they fav is a very
fine Country. From thence to MichilUinakinac

we fee nothing fine, no more Vines, bad Woods, and very little

Game. Ten Leagues above the Bay of Saguinam we fee two pret-

ty large Rivers a League diilant from each other, and four or
^ve Leagues farther the Bay of Tonnerre (Thunder Bay)^ which is

three Leagues wide at its Entrance, and has but little Depth.
Michillimakinac (a) is 43*^ 30 Minutes North Latitude, and the

Courfe, which is a 100 Leagues from the Mouth of the Strait,

coalling the Weft Side of Lake Huron^ is almoft Noith. I arrived

the twenty-eighth at this Poft, which is much declined fince

M. de la Motte Cadillac drew to Detroit the greateft Part of the
Savages who were fettled here, and efpecially Ûit Hurons, Seve-
ral Outaouais have followed them, others have difpcrfed them-
felves in the Illes of Cafior ; there is only here a middling. Vil-
lage, where there is ftill a great Trade for Peltry, becaufe it

is the PaÏÏage or the Rendezvous of many of the Savage Na-
tions. The Fort is preferved, and the Houfe of the Milfionaries,

who are not much employed at prefent, having never found much
Docility among the Outaouais-^ but the Court thinks their Pre-
fence neceffary, in a Place where one mull often treat with our Al-
lies, to exercife their Miniftry among the French^ v^^ho come hi-

ther in great Numbers. 1 have been afliired, that fince the Set-

tlement of Detroit^ and the Difperfion of the Savages occafion-

ed thereby, m.any Nations of the North who ufed to bring their

Peltries hither, have taken the Route of Hudfon^s Bay, by the

River Bourbon, and go there to trade with the UngHjh } but M.
de la Motte could by no Means forefee this Inconvenience^ fince

we were then in PofieiTiGn of Htid/on*s Bay,

The Situation of MîchilU7nakinac is very advantageous &r
Trade. This Poft is between three great Lakes ; Lake Michi-

gan, which is three Hundred Leagues in Compafs, without
incntioning the great Bay that comes into it j Lake Him)-n^ which
is three Hundred and fifty Leagues in Circumference, and which
is triangular ; and the Upper Lake, which is five Hundred
Leagues. All three are navigable for the largeft Bark^, and
the two firft are only feparatcd by a little Strait, which has alfp

(a) Some pronounce \X MWUmakinac^ which deceived iiîf. MArùma'.e^
' who has made it two different PiacejSe

Water
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Water enough for fome Barks which may ftill fail without any

Obftacle through all the Lake £r// till they come to Niagara, It

is true there is ho Communication between Lake Huron, and the

Upper Lake, but by a Canal of twenty-two Leagues, much en-

cumbered with Falls or Torrents ; but thefe Torrents do not hin-

der the Canoes from coming to unload at Michillimaki^iacy every

Thing that can be got from the Upper Lake,

This Lake is two Hundred Leagues long from Eaft to Wefl^

-p. r ' ' r many Places eighty wide from North
Dejcriptic7i cf ^^^^^^ ^^^j^ ^nd pretty
Upper Lake.

^^.^-^ . ^^^1^ dangerous to be fur-

prifed here by a North Wind. The North Side is more conve-

nient for failing, becaufe it is all along lined with Rocks, which
form little Harbours, where it is very eafy to take Refuge ; and
nothing is more necefîary when we fail in a Canoe on this Lake,

in which Travellers have obferved a pretty fingular Phcenome-
non. They fay, that when there will be a Storm they have No-
tice of it two Days before. At firfc, they perceive a little Trem-
bling on the Surface of the Water, and that lafls all the Day,
without any manifeil Increafe ; the next Day the Lake is cover-

ed with pretty large Waves, but they do not break all the Day,
fo that one may fail without Danger, and may alfo make a great

deal of Way if the Wind is fair ; but the third Day, when it is

leafl expedled, the Lake is all on Fire ; the Ocean ,^ in its greateil

Fury, is not more agitated, and one muft have inllantly fome
Afylum to fly to for Safety ; which we are fure to f nd on the

North Side, whereas on the South Coafl, one muft from the fé-

cond Day encamp at a good Diflance from Shore.

The Savages, by Way of Acknowledgement for the Quantity

zr /; r /. c Filhthis Lake affords them, and through
i< able of the ^a-

the Refped they are infpired v/ith from its
^oagesoftheV^l^^T ^^^^^^ havemad^ it aKind of Deity, and

offer Sacrifices to it after their Manner. But
I think that it is not to the Lake itfelf, but to the Genius which
prefides over it, that they offer up their Prayers : If we believe

them, this Lake has a divine Origin : 'Twas Michahou, the God
of the Wgters, who made it to take Beavers. In the Canal by
which it (fifcharges itfelf into Lake Huron, there is a Torrent
caufed by fome great Rocks ; our MifHonaries who once had here

a very flourilhing Church called it the Fall of St, Mary. Thefe
Rocks according to the Tradition of the Barbarians are the Re-
mains of a Caufey or Bank, which the God built to flop îheWaters
of the Rivers, and of the Lake Alimipegon^ which have filled this

Great Lake*

Cc
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On its Borders, in fome Places, and about certain Iflands, they

^ find great Pieces of Copper, which are alfo
i^opper mines.

Oh]tet of the fuperftitious Worftiip of the

Savages ; they look upon them with Veneration, as a Prefent of

the Gods who live under theWaters ; they gather the fmalleft Bits

of it, and preferve them with Care, but make no Ufe of them.

They fay, that formerly there was a great Rock that flood high

above the Water all of the fame Matter ; and as it does not appear

at prefent, they fay that the Gods have carried it to another Place 5

but it is very probable, that in Length ofTime the Waves of the

Lake have covered it with Sand and Mud ; and it is certain, that

there has been difcovered in many Places, a pretty large Quantity
of this Metal, without being obliged to dig deep for it. At my
firft Journey into this Country, I knew one of our Brethren, who
was a Goldfmith by Trade, and who, whilfthe was in the MilTion

of St, Mary^s Fall, went thither to find Copper, and had made
Gandlefticksj CrofTes, and Cenfers of it ; for this Copper is often

almoft entirely pure.

The Savages add, that when Mkhalou made the Upper Lake^

Se uelofthe Tra
dwelt at Mkhillimakifiacy where he was

diti ns of the Sa ' Name is properly that of a little
/ ions 0/ K a-

jfi^nd, almoU round, and very high, fituate at

the Extremity of Lake Huroriy and by Cuf.
torn it has given its Name to all the neighbouring Country. The
Ifland may be about three or four Miles round, and one may fee it

at the Diltance of twelve Leagues. There are two Iflands to the

South of it, the farthefl of which is five or fix Leagues long, the

other is very fmall, and quite round. They are both well wood-
ed, and the Lands are good ; whereas that of Mkhillimakinac is

only a barren Rock, and fcarcely covered with a little Mofs and
Herbs. It is neverthelefs one of the moil celebrated Places of

Canada^ and was a long Time, according to the antient Tradi-
tion of the Savages, the chief Abode of a Nation of the fame
Name, and of which they reckoned thirty Villages in the En-
virons of the Ifland. They fay, that the Iroquois deilroyed them,
but they do not fay at what Time, ncr on what Occafion. This
is certain, that there are no Marks of tbem remaining* I have
fomewhere read, that our old Miffionaries have feen fome Remains
of thefe People (aj.

The Michtllimahnacs lived almoil only by Fiihing, and there is

FÎ t f F'fh P^^^-^P^ Place in the World where there is

in thef F̂arts
Plenty of Fifh. The moil common

in J ar s.
three Lakes, and in the Rivers that

flow into them, are the Herring, the Carp, the Gilt Fiih, the

fa) The Word Mkhillimaiiinac fignifies a great Number of Tortolfes
;

feut I never heard they find more here at prefent than in other Places,

Pike,
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Pike, the Sturgeon, the Aftikameguey or white Fiih, and above
all, the Trout. They take three Sorts of the laft, among which
fome are of a monftrous Size, and in fuch Numbers, that a Sa-

vage with his Spear will fometimes flrike fifty in three Hours
Time. But the moft famous of all is the White Filh : It is about
the Bignefs and Shape of a Mackerel ; I know of no Kind
of Fifh that is better eating. The Savages fay, that it was
Michabou who taught their Anceftors to fiih, that he invented
Nets, and that he took the Notion of them from the Spiders

Web. Thefe People, as you fee, Madam, do not give greater

Honour to their God than he deferves, fince they are not afraid

of fending him to School to a vile Infeél.

Whatever Lands appear in Sight hereabout, do not give an

Of the Ifle of
^^^^^^ ^ good Country; but there is no

n a rTt \
Need of going far to find Soils fit for every

J I I •
' Thine. We may fay the fame of the Ifles of

ff'^C " '^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^'^^
oj- tûe a tor.

^ \\x.\\.q after we enter into the Lake Michigan.

The Oiitaouais^ who are retired thither, fow here Maiz, and they

have learnt this good Cuftom from the Huronsy with whom they

have lived a long Time in thefe Parts. The Amikoues formerly

dwelt in thefe Tflands : This Nation is now reduced to a very

•fmall Number of Families, which have pafTed over to the Ifland

Manitoualin, on the North Side of the Lake Huron, It is,

neverthelefs, one of the mofl; noble of Canaduy according to the

Savages, who believe it to be defcended from the Great Caflor^

which is, after Michahoxi or the Great Hare, their principal Dçity,
and whofe Name it bears.

It was He, as they fay further, that formed the Lake NipiJJing ;

and all the Falls we meet with in the Great Ri^er of the Ou-,

taouaisy which goes out of it, are the Remains of Banks he made to

compafs his Defign. They add, that he died at the fame Place, and
that he is buried on a Mountain, which is feen on the North Side of
Lake Nipij^ng. This Mountain reprefents naturally on one Side
the Shape of a Beaver; and this is, no Doubt, what has given Rife
to all thefe Stories : But the Savages maintain, that it was the
Great Gaflor who gave this Shape to the Mountain, after he haçl

chofen it for his Burial-Place; and they never pafs by this Place
without paying theirllomage to him, by offering him thé Smoke
of their Tobacco.

This is, Madam, what I thought worthy of Note in this PoH:,

which is fo famous in the Travels and Accounts of Canada, 1

.return to the Manners and Cuftoms of the Savages; and after

having mentioned what concerned their W^ars, I am going to

entertain you concerning their Marriages,

Ç $ % A
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A Pliirality of Wives is eftablifhed in many Nations of the

Ofthe Pluralit
-^^gonqiiin Language, and it is common enough

cfWi^es andiiuf-
^^^^7 Sifters; this Cuftom is found-

hand7^^
Notion they have, that Sifters will

agree together better than Strangers. In this

Cafe all the Wives are upon an equal Footing ; but among the true

Algonquins they have two Sorts of Wives, and the fécond are
Slaves to the firft. Some Nations have Wives in all the Places
where they ftay any confiderable Time for hunting ; and I have
been alTured that this Abufe has been introduced lately among
the People of the Huron Language, who in all former Times
v/ere fatisfied with one Wife. But in the Iroquois Canton of
^fonnonthouan there prevails a much greater Diforder ftill, which
is a Plurality of Hufbands.

As to what concerns the Degrees of Kindred, with Refpefl to

Of the D Marriage, the Hurons and the Iroquois are

of Kindred
^ ^ fcrupulous in this Matter : Among them

there muft be no Manner of Relation between
the Parties to be married, and even Adoption is comprehended
in this Law. But the Huft^and, if his Wife dies firft, muft marry
lier Sifter, or in Default of fuch, the Woman which his Wife's

Family lliall chufe for him : The Woman, on her Side, is

obliged to the fame Thing v/ith Refpe6l to the Brothers, or the

Relations of her Huft^and, if he dies without Children, and Ihe

is ftill of an Age to have any. The Reafon they give for it, is

the fame that is mentioned in the 25th Chapter of Deuteronomy^

verfe 6. The Huftîand who fhould refufe to marry the Sifter,

or the Pvclation of the deceafed Wife, would expofe himfelf to

the greateft Outrages that the Perfon rejeded can poffibly do

him, and would be obliged to fulFer them without Complaint or

Refî fiance. When fcr Want of any Relations, they permit a

V/idow to provide herfelf another \¥ay, they are obliged to

make her Prefents : This is as a Teftimony which they give of

her good Condu£l, and which ftie has a Right to demand,
if Ihe has really behaved Vv^ell all the Time of her Marriage.

There are in all Nations fome confiderable Families, which

-r,
. T J cannot marry but among; themfelves, -efpe-

r- -k/f
• 2imoxig Algcnquîîis, In general, the

Jor Marriages.
Stability of Marriages is facred in this Coun^

try, and for the moft Part they coniider as a great Diforder thofe

Agreements v/hich fome Ferions make to live together as long

as they like, and to feparate when they are tired of each other.

A Hufband who ftiould forfake his Wife without a lawful Caufe,

muft expecl many Infults from her Relations ; and a Woman
who fhould leave her Hufoand without being forced to it by his

ill Condudl", would pafs her Time ftill v/orfe.

Amener
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Among the Miamis, the Hufband has a Right to cut ofF his

Wife's Nofe if fhe runs away from him ; but among the Iroquois

and the Hurons they may part by Confent. This is done without

Noife, and the Parties thus feparated may marry again. Thefe
Savages cannot even conceive that there can be any Crime
in this. My Wife and I cannot agree together," faid one of

them to a Miffionary, who endeavoured to make him compre-

hend the Indecency of fuch a Separation, ^' my Neighbour's

Cafe was the fame, we changed V/ives, and we are all four

happy : What could be more reafonable than to make us

" mutually happy, when it is fo cheaply done, without wrong-
ing any Body.'* Neverthelefs, this Cuftoni, as I have already

obferved, is looked upon as an Abufe, and is not antient, at

lead among the Iroquois.

What moft commonly diflurbs domeflic Peace among the

1 r ^ People of Canada, is Jealoufy, which is equal
Jealoujy of the ^^^^ g.^^^^ ^j^^ ^^^^^^^^ j^^^^ ^j^^^ ^j^^^

bagages.
never troubled with it ; but thofe who

are moil acquainted with them, affirm, that they are jealous to

Excefs. When a Woman has difcovered that her Hulband has

a Miftrefs, her Rival ought to be w^ell on her Guard, inafmuch

as the unfaithful Hulband cannot defend her, nor in any Manner
take her Part. A Man who fhould ufe his V/ife ill on this Ac-
count, would be difgraced.

Treaties of Marriage are entirely carried on by the Parents :

^ y
The Parties intereflied do not appear at all,Ho^ tr:ey treat

^.^^ themfelves up entirely to the Will
cj- yiarriagcs,

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ depend. But is it not

Matter of Surprife in the Whimficalnefs of thefe Savages, who
do not make themfelves dependent on their Parents but in that

Matter only, where there is the moilReafon to ufe their own Choice,

Kowever, the Parents do not conc|mie any Thing without their

Confent ; but this is only a Formality. The iirft Advances muft

be made by the Matrons, but there are feldom any m.ade on the

Woman's Side : Not but if any Girl was to continue too long
without being fued for, her Family \yould ad under-hand to find

her a Suitor ; but this is done with a great deal of Precaution. la

fome Places the Women are not in Hafle to be married, be-

caufe they are allowed to make what Trials of it they pleafe,

and the Ceremony of Marriage only changes their Condition for

the worfe.

In general, there is obferved a great deal of Modefly in the

Behaviour of the young People whiîd they treat of their Mar-
riage ; and they fay that it was quite othervvife in the antient

Time. But what is almoft incredible, and which is neverthelefs

attelted by good Authors, is, that in many Places the new mar-
ried
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fied Couple are together a whole Year, living in a perfe£l C3on-

tinence : This is, they fay, to Ihew that they married for Frien^-
fhip, and not to gratify a fenfual Paflion. A young Woman
would even be pointed at that fliould happen to be with Chi/d
the firll Year of her Marriage.

After this it will be ealier to believe what is faid of the young
People's Behaviour, during their Courtfliip in the Places where
they are allowed to fee one another in private. For though
Cuftom allows them to have very private Meetings, yet in the
greatell: Danger that Chaility can be expofed to, and even un-
der the Vail of Night, they fay, that nothing paiTes againft the
Rules of the Urifteil: Decorum, and that not even a Word is

fpoken that can give the leafl OlFence to Modefty. I make Ac^
count. Madam, that you will approve my not entering into a
Detail on this Subjed, which fome Authors have done ; it

would make the Thing appear Hill more improbable.
I find in all that has been written of the Preliminaries and

Of the Ceremo
^^^^^^^onies of the Marriages of thefe Peo-

mies ofMa P^^ various Accounts, proceeding either from
/ arriage.

the différent Cuftoms of divers Nations, or
from the little Care the Authors of Relations took to be
well informed : Furthermore, the whole appeared to me to be
io YiIxXq worthy your Curioflty, that I thought it not worth
my while to enquire a great deal about it. The Hufband that
is to be, mufc -make Prefents, and in this, as in every Thing
-elfe, nothing can exceed the Difcretion with which he behaves,

and the refpeélful Behaviour which he fliews ^o his future

Spoufe. In fome Places the young Man is contented to go and
iit by the Side of the young Woman in her Cabin, and if foe

fuifers it, and continues in her Place, it is taken for her Con-
ient, and the Marriage is concluded. But in the midil of all

this Deference and Pvcfped, he gives fome Tokens that he wilj

loon be Mailer, In Facl, among the Prefents Ihe receives, there

are ibme which ought lefs to be regarded as Marks of Friend-
ihip, than as Symbols and Notices of the Slavery to which Ihe

is going to be reduced: Such are the Collar, (^/s:^ the Kettle,

and a Billet, which are carried to her Cabin. This is to let

Jier know, that fhe is to^'carry the Burdens, drefs the Provifions,

and get Wood for Firing. The Cuflom is alfo in fome Places
for her to bring before-hand into the Cabin where flie is to

dwell after Marriage, all the Wood that will be wanted for the
next Winter. And it is to be obferved, that in all I have juft

iaid, there is no Difference between the Nations, where the

(a) This Colîar is that which I have mentioned before ; that is tofay,
^9n^ and broaii Band of Leather which ferves to draw Burdens.

Wome»
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Women have all the Authority, and thofe where they have no-

thing to do with the Affairs of Government. Thefe fame Wo-
men, who are in fome Degree the MiftrelTes of the State, at

leaft for Form, and who make the principal Body of it, when
they have attained a certain Age, and have Children in a Con-
dition to make them refpeéled, are not at all refpefted before

this, and are in their domeftic Aifairs the Slaves of the Huf-
bands.

In general there are perhaps no People in the World who
r> more defpife the Sex. To call a Savage a

7
^/ Woman, is the greateft AfFront that can be

f f1 '^'"^
giv^^ ^i"^- Notwithftanding, the Children

the tather 5. belong only to the Mother, and acknowledge
her alone. The Father is always as a Stranger with Refpecl to

them ; in fuch a Manner, however, that if he is not regarded

as a Father, he is always refpeéled as the Mafter of the Cabin,

I know not, however, if all this is univerfai amongft all the

People of Canada that we are acquainted with ; no more than
what I have found in fome good Memoirs, that the young
Wives, befides' what their Hufbands have a Right to require of
them for the Service of the Cabin, are obliged to fupply all the

Wants of thtir own Parents ; which probably muâ be under-

ftood of thofe who have no longer any Ferfcn to render them
thefe Services, and who are not, by Reafon of their Age or In-

firmities, in a Condition to help themfelves.

However this may be, the new married Man is not without

^Employment. Belides Hunting and Fifhing, which he is ob-

liged to follow all his Life, he muil: at iiril make a Mat for his

Wife, build her a Cabin, or repair that they are to live in ; and
as long as he lives with his Wife's Parents, he mull carry to

their Cabin all that he gets by Hunting and Filhing. Among
the Iroquois y the Woman never leaves her Cabin, becaufe fhe is

judged the Miflrefs, or at leaft the Heirefs of it. Among other

Nations, after a Year or two, flie goes to live with her Mother-
in-law.

The Savage Women in general are brought to Bed without

Of their L inp-
^^7^^^"' without any AfTiftance ;

but

' J
^^'^

n^^r there are fpme who are a long Time in La-

^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ happens,
quences.

^1^^^ ^.^^ Notice of it to the young People,

who all on a fudden, and when the Patient leaft expe£ls it, come
and make great Noifes at the Door of the Cabin, the Surprife

of which has fuch an EfFed upon her^ as inftantly to procure

her Delivery. The Women never lay-in in their own Cabins %

many are taken fuddenly, and bring forth their Children as they

;ire at Work, or on a Journey: For others^ when they find

them-
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themfeîves near their Time, they make a little Fîut without
the Village, and they remain there forty Days after they are
delivered. But I think I have heard fay that this is only done
for the firfl Child.

This Time being expired, they extinguilh all the Fires of the
Cabin to which fhe is to return ; they lhake all the Clothes,

and at her Return they light a new Fire : They obferve pretty

nearly the fame Formalities with Regard to all Perfons of the

Sex in the Time of their Terms, and not only whilft thefe lail,

but alfo whilft a Woman is with Child, or gives Suck, (and

they commonly fuckle their Children three Years) the Hufband
never approaches them. Nothing would be more Fraife-worthy
than this Cuftom, if both Parties preferved the Fidelity they

owe to each other ; but there is often a Failure on one Side or

other. Such is the Corruption of the human Heart, that the

wifeil Regulations often produce the greatell Diforders. It is

even faid, that the Ufe of fome Simples, which have the Power
to prevent the Confequences of the Women's Infidelity, is pret-

ty common in this Country.

Nothing can exceed the Care which the Mothers take of their

9"' Care the Mo ^^^^^^^^ while they are in the Cradle ; but
I e are e o-

^^^^ ^^^^ .^^ ^j^^ leave them

rri!f entirely to themfelves ; not through Want of
LhiLdren.

AfFedion or Indifference, for they never lofe

the Tendernefs they have for them, but with their Lives ; but

becaufe they are perfuaded it is befl: to leave Nature to herfelf,

without any Reftraint. The hà. which terminates the firft Stage

of Infancy, is giving a Name, which among thefe People is aa

Affair of Importance.

This Ceremony is performed in a Feall, where no Perfons are

. 7 • prefent but of the fame Sex with the Child
{Jf nammguetr named. While they are eating

Lhiidren.
^y^^ ^^.^ ^^^^ ^j^^ j^^^^^ ^i^^ Y2X\\QV

or Mother, who continually recommend it to the Spirits, efpe-

cially to that Vv'hich is to be its Guardian Genius ; for every

Perfon has their own, but not at their Birth. They never make
new Names, each Family has a certain Number, which they

take by Turns. Sometimes alfo they change their Names as

they grow up, and there are fome Names which they cannot go

by after a certain Age ; but I do not think this is the Cuftom

every where : And as among fome People in taking a Name
they take the Place of the Perfon that bore it lail, it fometimes

happens that a Child is called Grandfather, and treated as fuch

by one who might really be fo to i;he Child.

^
' They
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They never call a Man by his proper Name, when they talk

7> r . to him in common Difcourfe, this would be
Remarks on their ^11 • i • ^1 r\ v-.

Names
unpolite ; they always give nim the Quality

he has with Refped to the Perfon that fpeaks

to him ; but when there is between them no Relation or Affini-

ty, they ufe the Term of Brother, Uncle, Nephew, or Coulin,

according to each other's Age, or according to the Value they

have for the Perfon they addrefs.

Further, it is not fo much to render Names immortal, if I

may ufe the ExprefTion, that they revive them, as to engage
thofe to whom they are given either to imitate the brave Ac-
tions of their Predecelfors, or to revenge them if they have been
killed or burnt, or laftly to comfort and help their Families.

Thus a Woman who has loll her Hulband, or her Son, and finds

herfelf without the Support of any Perfon, delays as little as

fhe can to transfer the Name of him fhe mourns for to fome
Perfon capable of fupplying his Place. They change their

Names on many other Occafions, to give the Particulars of
which would take up too much Time : There needs no more
for this Purpofe than a Dream, or the Order of a Phyûcian,
or fome fuch trifling Caufe. But I have faid enough on this

Head, and here is a Traveller waiting to know if I have any
Commiiuon for him to Quebec. I fhali therefore clofe my Letter

and give it him.

/ am, êcc.

LETTER XIX.

Voyage to the Bay, Defcription of the Route^ mid cf the Bay.

Irruption of the Spaniards againft the Mi s s ou r i s , a7id their

Defeat, The Dances of the Sayages.

Madam, ' Michillimakinac, July ti,

SINCE v/riting my lail Letter, I have made a Voyage
to the Bay eighty Leagues diflant from this Poll. I took

Advantage of the Opportunity of going with M* de Mon"
tigny, Captain of a Company of the Troops which the King
maintains in Canada^ Knt. of St. Louis^ and whofe Name is fa-

mous in the Annals of this Colony ; but he is at leaii: as valu-
able for his Probity and his Charadler full of Equity and Sin-

cerity, as for his Courage and warlike Exploits.
"

:D d ' We
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Wc embarked the fécond of July in the Afternooir, we
nr *u n f coa^e^ thirty Leagues a Cape which fepa-*

ith No ueS^"^
^^^^ Michigan from the Upper Lake ; it is

^ * in fome Places only a few Leagues wide, and
it is fcarce poffible to fee a worfe Country; but it is terminated by
a pretty River called the Manijlief full of Fifli, and efpecially of
Sturgeons. A little further, going to the South Weft, we enter
into a great Gulf, the Entrance of which is bordered with
lilands ; they call it the Ùulfy or the Bay of the Noquets. This is

a very fmall Nation which came from the Borders of the Upper
takej and of which there remains only a few Families difperfed

here and there, without any fixed Abode.
The Bay of the Noquets is feparàted from the Great Bay only

cfL in r fL of the Pouteôuatamisy and I have
I be ijtes oj^ tioe

^^^^^ obferved that they were the antient
Fouteouatamis.

^^^^^ ^^^^ Savages. The greateft Part
of them are very well wooded ; but the only one which is ftill

J)eopled is not thelargeft nor the beft, there remains in it now
only one indifferent Village, where we were obliged to pafs the
Night, though very much againft our Inclinations : We could
not refufe the prefling Intreaties of the Inhabitants % âïî<t indeed
there is no Nation in Canada that hath always been more fin^

cerely attached to the French.

The 6th we were ftopped almoft the whole Day bjr contrary
Winds ; but it proving calm at Night, we embarked a little af*

ter Sun-fet by a fine Moon-light, and we kept going forwards
twenty-four Hours together, making only a very Ihort Stop to

fay Mafs, and to dine. The Sun fhone fo hot, ana the Water of
the Bay was fo warm, that the Gum of our Canoe melted in fe-

veral Places. To compïeatour Misfortune, the Place where we
ftopped to encamp, was fo full of Gnats and Mufketoes, that we
could not clofe our Eyes, though we had not flept for two Days
before ; and as the Weather was fine, and we had Moon-light,

we embarked again on our Route at Three o'CIock in the Morn-
ing.

After we had gone five or fix Leagues, we found outfelves

*h TV/Toll,^
over-againft a little Ifle, which is not far

Vf the Maliio. ^^^^ g.^^ -g^^^ ^j^.^^

^^"^m'i^A . from us the Entrance of a River, upon
ef wiia uats.

^j^j^j^ ^j^^ Village of the Malhomims, which -

the French call folks A^voines^ (vjild Oats)^ probably feecaufe they

make their common Food of this Grain. The whole Nation
confifts of no more than this Village, which is not very popu-
lous. This is to be regretted, for they are very fine Men, and
the beft ftiaped of all Canada : They are even taller than the

Fouteouatamis. I am affured that they have the fame Origin, and
nearly
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éearly the fame Language, as the Noquets and the Saulteurs^

(LeapersJ ; but they add, that they have alfo a particular Lan*:

guage which they keep to themfelves. They have likewife told

^e fome odd Stories of them, as of a Serpent which goes every

Year into the Village, and is received by them with great Cere-

monies, which makes me believe that they are inclined to Sor-

cery.

A little beyond the Ifland I juft mentioned, the Country

Of the P otl
c^^^g^s its Appearance all at once ; and

taiiid Puans? '
f::T ^""2

T''* ^"r?^' ^t^^'^Z^^T^t
Iftinkino-^

becomes the molt charming in the World»
^ It has even fomething morefmiling than the
Strait ; but though it is every where covered with very fine

Trees, it is much more' fandy, and not fo fertile. The Otcha-
gras, who are commonly called the Puans, dwelt formerly on the

Borders of the Bay, in a very delightful Situation. They were
attacked here by the Illinoisy who killed a great Number of
them : The Remainder took Refuge in the River of the Outa--

garnis, which runs into the Bottom of the Bay. They feated

themfelves on the Borders of a Kind of Lake; and I judge it

was there, that living on Fifli which they got in the Lake in

great Plenty, they gave them the Name of Puons ; becaufe all

along the Shore where their Cabins were built, one faw nothing
but ftinking Fifh, which infeded the Air. It appears at leaft

that this is the Origin of the Name which the other Savages had
given them before us, and which has communicated itfelf to the

Bay, far from which they never removed. Some Time after

they had quitted their antient Poft, they endeavoured to revenge
the Blow they had received from the Illinois ; but this Enterprize
caufed them a new Lofs, which they never recovered. Six hun-
dred of their bell Men were embarked to go in Search of the
Enemy ; but as they were croffing Lake Michigan, they were fur^

prifed by a violent Guft of Wind, which drowned them all.

We have in the Bay a Fort which Hands on the Weil Side of

Ofthe Fort, and ^v^^l ^iû^^Outagam^^ half a League

the Miffton f Mouth 5 and before v/e arrive at it,

theBa
^ leave on the Left Hand a Village of

, ^akis. The Otchagras have lately come and
feasted themfelves near us^ and have built their Cabins about .the

Fort. The Miffionary, who is lodged pretty near the Com-
mandant, hopes, when he has learnt their Language, to find
them more docible than the Sakis, among whom he labours with
very little Succefs. Both of them appear to be a good Sort of
People, efpecially the firft ; v/hofe greatefl Fault is, that they are
a little given to thieving. Their Language is very different

from all the others, which makes me believe that it is not derived

J) à z from
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from any of Canada ; and indeed they have always had more
Intercourfe with the People of the Weft, than with thofe we are
acquainted with in this Country.
The Sakh, though they are but a fmall Number, are divided

Of the Sakis
^"^^ Faâiions, one of which fide with

* the Outagamisy and the other with the Poute-

matamts. Thofe who are fettled in this Poft, are for the moll
Part of the laft Party, and of Confequence in our Intereft.

They received the nev/ Commandant with great Demonftrations
of Joy. As foon as they knew he was near arriving, they
ranged themfelves with their Arms on the Bank of the River ;

and the Moment they faw him appear, they fainted him with a
Difcharge of their Mufkets, which they accompanied with great
Shouts of Joy. Then four of the chief Men went into thç Ri-
ver, where they were foon up to their Waift ; but they waded
quite to his Canoe, and took him up in a great Robe made of
many Roe-Buck Skins, well fevved together, of which each of
them held a Corner. They carried him thus to his Apartment,
where they complimented him, and faid many Things to him
which were extremely flattering.

The next Day the Chiefs of the two Nations paid me a Vifit,

and one of the Otchagras fhewed me a Catalan Yi^Oily a Pair of
Spanijh Shoes, and I know not what Drug, which feemed to be a
Sort of Ointment. He had received thefe Things from an
Jjouez.^ and they came into his Hands by the following Means.

About two Years ago, fome Spaniards, who came (as they fay)

Spaniards de-
^^^^^ ^^^'^ Mexico, intending to get into the

. J / w o Country of the îlli?wis. and drive the French
feated by the ho.- r i ^ \ r • i

r ^1 Tv/r-r irom thence, v/hom they fav/ with extreme
^vas'es of the Mil- r ^ r i r ^

^. ha'/t -

{q^^-^
Jealouly approach io near the Miffoun, came
down this River and attacked two Villages of

the Qéicîatasy wYio are Allies of the Jjouez ; from v/hom it is

alfo faid they are derived. As thefe Savages had no Fire Arms,
and were furprifed, the Sparàards made an eafy Conqueft, and
killed a great many of them. A third Village, v/hich was not

far off the other two, being informed of what had palled, and not

doubting but that thefe Conquerors would attack them, laid an
Ambufh, into which the Spa?iiards heedlefsly fell. Others fay,

that the Savages iiaving heard that the Enemy were almoft

all drunk, and faft aileep, fell upon them in the Night. How-
ever it was, it is certain that they killed the greateft Fart of
them.

There was in this Party two Ahnoners, one of whom was kilPd

diredly, and the other got av/ay to the MiJJoiirites, who took him
Prifoner, but he efcaped from them very dexteroufly : He had a

very fine Hcrfe, and the Mijfountes took 'Pleafure to fee him ride

it.
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it, which he did very (kilfully. He took Advantage of their

Curioilty to get out of their Hands. One Day, as he was
prancing and exercifing his Horfe before them, he got a little

Diftance from them infenfibly ; then fuddenly clapping Spurs to

his Horfe, he was foon out of Sight. As they had taken no
other Prifoner, it was not certainly known from what Part of
Nenv Mexico thefe Spaniards came, nor what was their Defign z

For what I have already faid of ^t, is only founded on the Re-
port of the Savages, who perha|)s intended to make their Court
to us, in publilhing that by this Defeat they had done us a
great Service.

All that they brought me, was of the Spoils of the Almoner
that was killed ; and they took from him alfo a Book of Prayers,

which I did not fee : It was probably his Breviary. I bought
the Piftol : The Shoes were vv^orth nothing ; and the Savage
would not part with his Ointment, fancying that it v/as a Sove-
reign Remedy for all Difeafes. I had the Curiofity to afe how
he intended to ufe it ; he replied, it was fufficient to fwallow a
little ; and with v/hat Difeafe foever one v>^as attacked, it effedled

an immediate Cure : But lie did not tell me that he had as

yet made a Trial of it, and I advifed him to the contrary.

We begin here to find the Savages very ignorant ; they are far

from being fo ingenious, or atleafl fo apt to learn, as thofe who
are more converfant v/ith us.

The next Day feveral Sakis came to the Miflionary, with whom

Council of th
^ lodged, and invited me to come to a Kind

0^1 •
j'^^ Council, which they propofed to hold. Ï

QZ.)si%yanaon^joioat r^j j i' \. ^ ^ \

Q^^^q^ coniented ; and when every one had taken
* his Place, the Chief laid a Collar on the

Ground before m.e ; and the Orator beginning his Speech, prayed
me in the Name of all the reft to engage the King (a) to take
them under his Protedion, and to purify the Air, which for

fome Time they faid had been infeéled, which appeared by the

Num^ber of fick Perfons then in their Villages, and to defend
them from their Enemies. I replied, that the King was very
powerful, and perhaps more fo than they imagined ; but that

his Power did not extend over the Elements ; and thatwhea
Bifeafes, and other like fatal Cafualties, afîiicled his Provinces^
he addre/Ted himfelf, that an End might be put to them, to the

Great Spirit that created Heaven and Earth, and who is alone
the Sovereign Lord of Nature : That they fliould do the fame^
and they v/ould find the Benefit of it. But to prevail with him
to hear their Prayers, they muft firft acknowledge Jiim, and ren-

(a) Thefe Savages always fpeak the Title cf the King (Lc Roy) m
Trench, -
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4er him the Worfliip and Homage which he has a Right to ex*
pe6i: from all reafonable Creatures : That they could do nothing
better, nor more agreeable to the King, than to lillen to the Fa-
thei'faj which his Majefty had fent them, and to be docible to his

Inftruftions : That he was a Man beloved by Heaven : That the
Manner inwhich he lived among them, could not fail of making
111m very much efteemed ; and that his Charity towards the Sick,

and all thofe who v/anted his Affiftance, ought to have convinced
them of the tender and fincere AfFeélion he had for them ; and
laftly, that I would not receive their Collar, till they had pro-
mifed me to behave with Regard to this Miffionary, in quite

another Manner than they had done hitherto, and to give him
no Caufe for the future to complain of their Untovvardnefs.

As to the Protedlion of the King, which you afk, and the

Requeft you make me to engage him to defend you againft
*^ your Enemies ; this great Prince has prevented your Wifhes,

he has given good Orders on this Head to Onmthk (h)y who
is already inclined to execute them with the Zeal and Affec-

tion of a Father (c). You can make no Doubt of this, if

you confider the Commandant he fends you. You muft cer-

tainly know, and you feem in Fa£t to have been well informed,

that among xkit French Captains there are few that equal him
in Valour, and you will foon love him more than you efleem

him already.'*

They feemed to be fatîsfied with this Anfwer, and they pro-

mifed me much more than they will perform, in all Probability :

However, I took their Collar^ and the Miffionary flattered him-
fclf that this A£lion would have a good Effed-

In the Afternoon of the fame Day, the two Nations gave us

one after the other, the Diverfion of the Dance of the Calumet
in a great Efplanade^ which is before the Lodgings of the Com-
mandant. There was fome Difference in their Way of perform.-

ing this Dance ; but it was not conilderable. However, I learnt

hy it that thefe Feafts vary much ; fo that it is impolfible to give
a Defcription that agrees with them all. The Otchagras varied

the Dance fomething more than the other, and Ihev/ed an extra-

ordinary Agility ; they are alfo better made, and more adliv©

îhan the Sakis,.

(&) Father Teter Chardon^ a Jesuit.

(h) This is the Name the Savages give the Governor-General. It means
Great Mountain^ and comes from the Chevalier de Montmagvy, who was thefe-
cond Governor of Canada»

(c) They always call the Governors^ and the Commandants, their Fathers*

Thift



Travels in Norih America, 207

This Ceremony is properly a military Feall. The V/arriors

rs r ' ' r Adors, and one would fay, that it
D^crtption of inftituted only to give them an Opportu-

tms Dance.
^1^^^ publilhing their great Atchievements

in War. I am not the Author of this Opinion, v/hich does not

agree well with their's, who have maintained that the Calumet

took its Origin from the Caduceus of Mercury, and that in its

Inftitution it was eHeemed as a Symbol of Peace. All thofe I

faw dance, fing, lhake the Chichicoue, and beat the Drum, were
young People equipped, as when they prepare for the March i

they had painted their Faces with all Sorts of Colours, their

Heads were adorned with Feathers, and they held fome in their

Hands like Fans. The Calumet was alfo adorned with Fea-

thers, and was fet up in the moft confpicuous Place. The Band
of Mufic, and the Dancers were round about it, the Spefiators

divided here and there in little Companies, the Women fe-

parate from the Men, all feated on the Ground, and drefTed

in their fineft Robes, which at fome Diftance made a pretty

Shew.
Between the Mufic and the Commandant, who fat before the

Door of his Lodging, they had fet up a Poll, on which at the

End of every Dance a Warrior came and gave a Stroke with

his Hatchet ; at this Signal there was a great Silence, and this

Man repeated with a loud Voice, fome of his great Feats ; and
then received the Applaufes of the Spedlators, and after went to

to his Place, and the Sport began again, Thislafced two Hour^
for each of the Nations ; and I acknowledge to You, Madam,
that I took no great Pleafure in it, not only on Account of th«

fame Tone, and the Unpleafantnefs of the' Mufic, but becaufe

all the Dances confilled in Contoriions, v/hich feemed to me ta

cxprefs nothing, and were no Way entertaining.

This Feaft was made in Honour of the new Commandant ;

yet they did him none of the Honours which ^are mentioned ia
fome Relations . They did not take him and place him on a new
Mat ;

they made him no Prefent, at leaft that I know of ; they

did not pafs any Feathers over his Head ; I did not fee the Calu«
met prefented to him ; and there were no Men quite naked,
painted all over their Bodies, adorned with Plumes of Feathers,

aad Beads, and holding a Calumet in their Hands. Perhaps it

is not the Cuflom of thefe People, or IVL de Montigny had ex-
empted them from thefe Ceremonies. I obferved only, that
from Time to Time all the AfTembly fet up great Shouts to
applaud the Dancers, chiefly during the dancing of the Otchagras^

who, in the. Opinion of the French^ bore awa/ all the Honour of
the Day.

Ifliould
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t fhould probably have had more Pleafure in feeing the

n Dance of
^^^^^ Difcouery : It has more Adion,

, jî.r- and expreffes better than the foregoing the
the Vijco^very,

Subjea it reprefents. It is a natural Repre«

fentation of all thatpalTes in an Expedition of War; and, as I

have before obferved, that the Savages for the greateil Part only

eijdeavour to furprife their Enemies, this is no Doubt the

Rfeafon why they have given this Dance the Name of the Dif^
cà^ery.

However that may be, only one iingle Man performs this

Dan€0 : At firll he advances flovvly into the midfl of the Place,

wher^\he remains for fome Time motionlefs, after which he re-,

prefents bne after another, the Setting out of the Warriors, the

March, the Encamping; he goes upon the Difcovery, he makes
his Approach, he flops as to take Breath, then all on a fudden
he grov/s furious, and one would imagine he was going to kill

every Body; then he appears more calm, and takes one of the

Company as if he had made him a Prifoner of War ; he makes
a Shew of knocking another's Brains out ; he levels his Gun at

another; and laftly, he fets up a running with all his Might;
then he Hops and recovers himfelf : This is to reprefent a Re-
treat, at firil: precipitate, and afterwards lefs fo. Then he
exprefles by different Cries the various Affedions of his Mind
during his laft Campaign, and finilhes by reciting all the brave
Aélions he has performed in the W"ar.

When the Dance of the Calumet is intended, as it generally

^„ ; .
is, to conclude a Peace, or a Treaty of Al~

Of the Treaties -a t? A
r / x , , liance apfainil a common Enemy, tney grave

<nivioîch are made by ^ ^ ^i, '-r u r*.u -r - a r ^
-nf „ ; ^ a Serpent on the Tube or the i ipe, and fet
Means of the Dance c-j c. t> j i,'u-
r I, A y

f.

on one bide of it a Board, on which is repre-
0/ the calumet.

^^^^^^ ^^^^ y^^^ ^^^^ confederate Na^
tions, with the Enemy under their Feet, difîinguifned by the

Mark of his Nation. Sometimes inftead of a Calumet, they fet

up a Fighting-Club. But if it concerns only a fmgle Alliance,

they reprefent two Men joining one Hand, and holding in the

other a Calumet of Peace, and having each at his Side the Mark
of his Nation. In all thefe Treaties they give mutual Pledges,

Necklaces, Calumets, Slaves ; fometimes Elks, and Deer Skins

well dreffed, and ornamented with Figures made with Porcupines

Hair; and then they reprefent on thefe Skins the Things I have
mentioned, either with Porcupines Hair, or plain Colours.

There are other Dances lefs compounded, the only Defign of

Other D f

w^ich is to give the Warriors an Oppoy-
^er ances.

tunity of relating all their brave Aélions.

This is what the Savages are mofl ready to do, and they are

never tired of it. He that gives the Feaft invites all tne Vil.
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lage by beating a Drum, and they meet in his Cabin, if it can

contain all the Guefts. The Warriors dance one after another,

then ftriking on a Poll, Silence is made : They fay what
they pleafe, and they Hop from Time to Time to receive

the Applaufes of the Auditors, who are not fparing of
them* But if any one boafts falfely, any Perfon is allowed to

take Dirt or Afhes and rub his Head with them, or play him any
other Trick he thinks proper. Commonly they black his Face,

faying, What I do is to hide your Shame, for the firll Time
*^ you fee the Enemy you will turn pale." He who has thus

puniflied the Bragadocio, takes his Place, and if he commits
the fame Fault, the other never fails to return the Compliment.
The greateft Chiefs have no Privilege in this Matter, and they

muft not be affronted at it, This Dance is always performed
in the Night.

In the weft^rn Parts there is another Dance ufed, which is

cr-i J)
called the Dance of the BulL The Dancers

h Bll'^ ^^^^ feveral Circles or Rings, and the Mu-
^ ^ ^ '

fic, which is always the Drum and the ChU
chicoue^ is in the midft of the Place. They never fcparate thofe

of the fame Family : They do not join Hands, and every one
carries in his Hand his Arms and his Buckler. All the Circles

do not turn the fame Way ; and tho' they caper much, and very

high, they always keep Time and Meafure.

From Time to Time a Chief of a Family prefents his Shield :

They all ftrike upon it, and at every Stroke he repeats fome of

his Exploits. Then he goes and cuts a Piece of Tobacco at a
Pofl, where they have fattened a certain Quantity, and gives it

to one of his Friends^. If any one can prove that he has dohe
greater Exploits, or had a Share in thofe the other boafts of, he
has a Right to take the Piece of Tobacco that was prefentedj^

and give it to another. This Dance is followed by a Feaft ;

but I do not well fee from whence it derives its Name, unlefs

it be from the Shields, on which they ftrike, which are covered
with BulPs Hides.

There are Dances prefcribed by their Phyficians for the Cure

7^ 7 V of the Sick, but they are p;enerally very
Dances ordered i r* • rni. - r ^ \. ^* y

h the Ph ficians
laicivious. Fn^re are lome that are entirely

y yj ^ ^ - for Diverfion, that have no Relation to any
Thing. They are almoft always in Circles, to the Sound of
the Drum and the Qhichicouêy the Men apart from the Wo-
men. The Men dance with their Arms in their Hands, and
tho' they never take hold of each other, they never break the

Circle. As to what I faid before, that they are always in Time,
it is no difficult Thing to believe, becaufe the Mufic of the Sa-

v?,£,es has but two or three Notes, which are repeated continually.

E e This



210 An Hijiorical Journal of

This makes their Feafts very tirefome to an European after he
has feen them once, becaufe they laft a long Time, and you hear
always the fame Thing.
As the Nations near the Bay, ifwe except the Pouieoutamis, are

much more rude and ignorant than the others, they are alfo

more given to Superftition. The Sun and Thunder are
their principal Deities, and they feem to be more ftrongly per-
fuaded than thofe we are converfant with, that every Species
of Animals has a Guardian Genius, who watches for its

Prefervation. A Frejtchman having one Day thrown away a
Moufe he had juil catched, a little Girl took it up to eat it: The
Father of the Child, who faw it, fnatched it from her, and began
to make great Carefles to the dead Animal. The Frenchma?i

afked him the Reafon, he replied, // is to appeafe the Genius

of the Mice y that he may not torment my Daughtsr^ after Jhe has

eaten this.^^ After which he returned the Animal to the Child,
who eat it.

They have above all much Veneration for Bears : As foon
as they have killed one, they have a Feaft, accompanied with
fome odd Ceremonies. The Head of the Bear, painted with
all Sorts of Colours, is placed during the Repaft on an elevated

Place, and there receives the Homage of all the Guefts, who
celebrate by Songs the Praifes of the Animal, while they cut his

Body in Pieces, and fead upon it, Thefe Savages have not
only, like the reft, the Cuftom of preparing themfelves for their

great Hunting Matches by Fafting, which Ùïq Outagamis extend
even to ten Days together, but alfo, while the Hunters are

in the Field, they often oblige their Children to fall. They
obferve their Dreams while they faft, and draw from thence

good and ill Prefaces of the Succefs of the Chace. The In-

tention of thefe Falls is to appeafe the Guardian Genii of the

Animals which they are to hunt; and they pretend that they in-

form them by Dreams, whether they will hinder or favour the

Hunters.

The Nation which for twenty Years laft has been the moft

talked of in thefe weflern Parts, is the Outagamis, The natu-

ral Fiercenefs of thefe Savages, four'd by the ill Treatment
they have feveral Times met with, fometimes without Caufe,

and their Alliance with the Iroquois, who are always difpofed to

create us new Enemies, have rendered them formidable. They
have fmce made a flriél: Alliance with the Sioux, a numerous
Nation, which has inured itfelf to War by Degrees ; and this

Union has rendered all the Navigation of the upper Part of the

Mfpjpppi almoft impraticable to us. It is not quite fafe to na-

vigate the River of the Illimis, unlefs we are in a Condition to

prevent
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prevent a Surprife which is a great Injury to the Trade be-

tween the two Colonies.

I met in the Bay fome Sioux^ of whom I made many Enqui-

rr . ries about the Countries, which are to the

to tZ^Nonh ^""'^^
'

^^""^

m/ofclnzZ ^'^f^^
"'"^

^""'"fl
<lepend on

what the oavages fay ; yet by comparing
what I have heard from them, with that which I have heard
from many others, I have great Reafon to believe that there

are on this Continent fome Spaniards or other European Colo-
nies, much more North than any we know of AW Mexico and
California^ and that in going up the Mijfouri as far as it is na-
vigable, we come to a great River that runs to the Weft, and
difcharges itfelf into the South Sea. Independent of fuch Dif-
covery, which I believe more eafy this Way than by the North,
I can make no Doubt, on weighing the Information I have
had from many Places, and which agree pretty well together,

that by endeavouring to penetrate to the Source of the Mijfou-
ri, one fhould find wherewithal to make one Amends for the
Charges and Fatigues of fuch an Enterprizc.

/ amy &c.

LETTER XX.

Departurefrom Michillimakinac. Remarks on the Currents of
the Lake. Portrait of the Savages^ Canada. Their good
and bad ^alities*

Madam, Lake Michigan, July ^i.

I Departed from Michillimakinac Ûi^ Day before Yeflerday at

Noon, and I am detained here in a little Ifland that has
no Name ; a Canoe that came from the River 6*/. Jofeph, whither
I am going, cannot go out, no more than our's, though they
have the Wind favourable for them ; but they fay it is too Itormy,
and the Lake too rough, which gives me a frefh Opportunity of
writing to you.
Though the Wind was againft me, when I embarked the

Remarks on the ""^^h
^ went eight good Leagues that Day,

Currents of the
^^^^^ proves that I was onven by the Cur-

Lakes,
rents. I had already obferved the fame
Thing upon entering the Bay, and was fur-

prifed at it. It is certain that this Bay, having no other Outlet,
difcharges itfelf into Lakè Michigan

i and Lak« Michigun^ for

Ee 2 the
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the fame "Reafon, muft difcharge its Waters into Lake Hurony

and the rather, becaufe both the Bay and Lake Michigan re*

ceive feveral Rivers ; Lake Michigan efpecially, which receives

a great Number, fome of which are little inferior to the Seine ;

thefe great Currents are not perceivable but in the midft of the
Channel, and produce Eddies or counter Currents, of which we
take Advantage when we go along Shore, as they are obliged to

do who go in Canoes of Bark,

Ï went at firft five Leagues to the Weft, to get into Lake Mi^
chigany I then turned to the South, and this is the only Route we
have to take for a hundred Leagues to the River St, Jofeph. No-
thing is finer than the Country which feparates the Lakes Michigan
and Huron : Yefterday I went three Leagues further, and a high
Wind obliged me to ftop at this Ifland. I ftiall fhun the Irk*

fomenefs of waiting here, by employing myfelf in finifhiag

my Account of the natural Inhabitants of this vaft Country,
â great Part of which I have already travelled over.

The Savages of Canada are generally well made, and of a

Portrait of the ^^^^X
^^^^^^^ y

unufual in fome
0 rai J Nations to fee fome of only a middle Stature;
^ ^' but it is very uncommon to fee any that are

deformed, or that have any outward Blemifh. They are ro-

buft, and of a healthy Conftitutiqn : They would be very long
lived, if they fpared themfelves a little more ; but the greateS

Part ruin their Conftitutions by forced Marches, by defperate

Fallings, and by great Exceffes in eating : Befides that, during

their Childhood, they have often their naked Feet in the Water,
on the Snow and Ice. The Brandy which the Europeans have
fupplied them with, and for which they have fuch a ftrong In-

clination that exceeds all that can be faid of it, and which they

always drink till they are drunk, has compleated their Ruin,

and has not a little contributed to the Deftrudlion of all thefe

Nations, which are at prefent reduced to lefs than the twentieth

Part of what they were a hundred and fifty Years ago* If this

continues they will become entirely extindt.

Their Bodies are not confined in their Infancy like our's, and

rr-/ . nothino- is more proper to make their Joints
<rheir^ Strength.

^
^^^^^ give them that Supplenefsin all

their Limbs, which we fo much admire in them, than this Li-

berty, and the Exercifes to which the Children there are ac-

cuftomed very early. The Mothers fuckle them a long Time,
and there are fome that at fix or feven years old ftill take the?

Breaft. Neverthelefs^ this does not hinder them from taking

all Kinds of Food the firft Year : In Ihort, the open Air t»

which they are ^xpofed> the Fatigues they make tnem fuifer,

but by little ;and little^ and in a Manner proportioned to their

Age.
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Age, with plain and natural Food; all this forms Bodies capable

ofperforming and of fufFering incredible Things ; the Excefs of
which, as I have already obferved, deftroys many before they

arrive at an Age of Maturity. We have feen fome, after their

Stomachs were fwelled four Inches, ftill continue eating as hear-

tily as if they had juft begun : When they find themfelves over-

charged they fmoke, then they fleep, and when they wake the

Digeftion is generally perfedled. Sometimes they take an Emetic,
after which they begin to eat again.

In the Southern Countries they have but little Rellraint in

^heir Vices
Article of Women ; who, on their Side,

are very lafcivious. From hence arifes the

Corruption of Manners, which for fome Years paft has infedled

the Northern Nations. The Iroquois in particular were chafte

enough, till they were çonverfant with the Illinois^ and other

neighbouring People of Louijlana : They have gained nothing
by their Acquaintance with them, but adopting their Vices. It

is certain that Effeminacy and Luft were carried in thefe Parts to

the greateft Excefs. There were amongft them fome Men who
were not alhamed to drefs themfelves like Women, and to fub«

mit to all the Employments that belonged to the Women ; from
whence there followed a Corruption that cannot be expreiled.

Some have pretended, that this Cuilom came from I know not
what Principle of Religion : But this Religion, like many
others, has taken its Rife from the Depravation of the Heart ;

or if this Cuftom took its Rife from the Spirit, it ended in the

Flelh. Thefe effeminate Perfons never marry, and abandon
themfelves to the moil infamous Paffions 5 they are alfo treated

with the greateft Contempt.
On the other Hand, though the Women are llrong and luily,

Wh the County
^^^7 ^^'^ ""^î'^i^^^î- Befides the Reafons Î

is not bette teotled
^^^^ already mentioned, that is to fay y the

f rpp. Time they take to fuckle their Children,

their Cuftom of Continence all this Time, and the exceffive La-
bours they are obliged to undergo, in whatfoever Condition they
find themfelves, this Barrennefs proceeds alfo from the Cuftom
cftablifhed in many Places, which permits young Women to pro-
ftitute themfelves before they are married ; add to this, the ex-
treme Neceffity to which thefe People are often reduced, and which
takes away their Deftre of having Children,

For the reft, it is certain, that they have great Advantages over

TheAd'vanta es
^ ^ conftder, as the chief of all, the

the ^ha've^o^jer us
P^^f^<^i^efs of their Senfes, either internal or

^•^ ^' external. In Spite of the Snow, which
dazzles their Eyes, and the Smoke, which almoft fmothers them
for fix Months 'in the Year, their Sight nevçr decays : Their
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Hearing is extremely quick, and their Smelling fo cxquifite, that

they fmell Fire a long Time before they can difcover it. On
Account of the Exquifitenefs of their Smell, they can't bear the

Scent of Mufk, nor any ftrong Smell. They fay alfo, that they

like no Odours, but thofe of Eatables.

Their Apprehenfion is very wonderful : It is enough for them
to have been but once in a Place, to have an exa6l Idea of it,

which is never effaced. If a Foreft is ever fo large and path-

lefs, they crofs it without wandering, when they have well con-

iidered certain Marks, by which they guide themfelves.

The Inhabitants of Acadiay and of the Environs of the Gulf
of St, Laurence^ in their Canoes of Bark (to pafs ovtt to Terre de

Labrador (New Britain) to feek out the EJkimauXy with whom
they were at War) would go thirty or forty Leagues on the

main Sea without Compafs, and make the Land exaélly at the

Place they propofed. In the moft cloudy Weather they will

follow the Sun many Days, without making any Miftake : The
befl Clock cannot give us better Information of the Progrefs of
the Sun, than they can, only by viewing the Sky ; fo that do
what you can to put them out of their Way, 'tis very rare that

they lofe their Route. They are born with this Talent : It

is not the Fruit of their Obfervations, nor of long Cuftom-:

Youth, who never before went out of their Village, travel as fe-

curely as thofe who have been moil ufed to range the Country.

The Beauty of their Imagination is equal to its Vivacity, and

Their Elo u nee
appears in all their Difcourfe. They are

eir oquence,
qyj^j- Repartee, and their Speeches are

full of Ihining PafTages, that would have been applauded in the

public A/Temblies at Rome and Athens. Their Eloquence has

fomething in it fo ftrong, fo natural, fo pathetic, that Art cannot
attain, and which the Greeks admired in the Barbarians : And
though it does not appear to be fupported by A6lion, though
they make no Geftures, and do not raife their Voice, we feel that

they are thoroughly affeded with what they fay, and their Elo-

quence is perfuafive.

It would be ftrange, that with fuch a fine Imagination, they

Their Memor '
^^^^d not have an excellent Memory. They

e^ emory,
deftitute of all the Helps wc have in-

fheir Judm!nr ""^^^^^ ^^'^ P^'f'^ ^"PP^^.
^/?2^« . Neverthelefs, it is fcarcely credible of how

many Matters, with what particular Circumftances, and with
how much Order, they treat in their Councils. On fomeOcca-
fions, however, they ufe little Sticks, to recolleft the Articles

they are to difcufs ; and by this they form a Sort of local Me-
mory fo certain, that they will fpeak four or five Hours toge-

ther, willdifplay twenty Prefents, each of which requires an en-

tire



travels in North America. 215

tire Difcourfe, without forgetting any Thing, or even without

Hefitation. Their Narration is clear and exadl ; and though
they ufe many Allegories, and other Figures, it is animated, and
has all the plealing Turns which their Language affords.

They have a true and folid Judgment, and go direftly to the

Mark in View, without flopping^ without wandering, and with-

out being put on a wrong Scents They readily conceive all that

is within the Compafs of their Knowledge ; but to put them in

a Way of fucceeding in the Arts, without which they have
lived hitherto, as they have not the leaft Idea of them, it would
require a great deal of Labour ; and the more fo, as they have
the higheft Contempt for every Thing which they do not find

necefTary, t^af is to fay^ for what we value moft. It would alfo

be no fmall Difficulty to make them capable of Reftraint and
Application in Things merely fpeculative, or which they Ihould

look upon as ufelefs. As to what relates to their own Concerns,

they negleél nothing, nor do any Thing precipitately : And
though they are fo flow in taking their Refolutions, yet they are

as warm and adive in putting them in Execution. This is ob^
ferved efpecially of the Hurons and the Ircquois. They are not

only ready at Repartee, but alfo witty.

An Outaouaisy named John le Blanc, a bad ChriJIian, and a
great Drunkard, being afked by Comte de Frontenac, what he
thought Brandy was made of, which he loved fo well, faid it was
an Extra6l of Tongues and Hearts ; for (added he) when I have
drank it, I fear nothing, and I talk to Admiration.

The greateft Part of them have truly a Noblenefs and an

CT-v ' . r Equality of Soul, to v;hich we feldcm ar-

cf Soul
nve, with all the Helps we can obtain from

* Philofophy and Religion. Always Mailers
of themfelves, in the moll fudden Misfortunes, we can't per-

ceive the leaft Alteration in their Countenances. A Prifoner,

%vho knows in what his Captivity will end, or, which is perhaps
more furprifing, who is ftill uncertain of his Fate, does not lofe

on this Account a Quarter of an Hour's Sleep : Even the £ril:

Emotions do not find them at a Fault.

A Huron Captain was one Day infulted and Uruck by a young
Man. Thofe who were prefent, would have punifhed this Au«
dacioufnefs on the Spot. Let him alone, (faid the Captain)

Did not you feel the Earth tremble ? He is fiifficiently informed of
" his Foilyr
Their Conftancy in fuifering Pain, is beyond all Exprefîion.

Their Con(Îa c
^ y<^ung Woman ihall be a whole Day in

in fufferin Pain^
Labour, without making one Cry : If ihe

^ * ihewed the leaf! Weaknefs, they would efteem
her unworthy to be a Mother ; becaufe, as they fay, fhe could

only
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«nîy breed Cowards. Nothing is more common, than to fee

Perfons of all Ages, and of both Sexes, fuffer for many Hours,
and fometimes many Days together, the iharpeft EfFeds of Fire,

and all that the moft indullrious Fury can invent to make it

mod painful, without letting a Sigh efcape. They are em-
ployed for the moll: Part, during their Sufferings, in encou-

raging their Tormenters by the moll in fulting Reproaches.

An Outagami, who was burnt by the Illinois-^iih. the utmoft

Cruelty, perceiving a Frenchman among the Speftators, begged
of him that he would help his Enemies to torment him ; and
upon his alking why he made this Requeft, he replied, Be-^

caufe I fhould ha<ve the Comfort of dying by the Hands of a Man^
My greatefi Grief (adds he) isy that I ne^er killed a ManJ*
But (faid an Illinois) you ha<ve killed fuch and fuch a Perfon^*

Js for t^e Illinois, (replied the Prifoner) 1ha^e killedenough
** of ihe?n, hut they are no Men,**

What I haveobferved in another Place, Madam, to leffen the

Aftonilhment which fuch an Infenfibility fills one with, does not
hinder us from allowing that fuch a Behaviour Ihews a great

deal of Bravery. There muft always be, to elevate the Soui
above the Senfe of Pain to fuch a Degree, an Effort which com-
mon Souls are not capable of. The Savages exercife themfelves

in this all their Lives, and accuftom their Children to it from
their tendereft Years. We have feen little Boys and Girls tie

themfelves together by one Arm, and put a lighted Coal be-

tween them, to fee which would fhake it off firft. In fhort, we
mull: alfo allow, that according to Cicero's Remark, an Habit
of Labour makes us bear Pain more eafily (a). But there are

perhaps no Men in the World who fatigue themfelves more than

the Savages, either in their Huntings, or in their Journies.

Laftly, what proves that this Kind of Infenfibility is in thefe

Barbarians the Effed of a true Courage, is, that it is not found

in all of them.
It is not furprifing that with this Greatnefs of Soul, and thefe

elevated Sentiments, the Savages fhould be intrepid in Danger,
and of a Courage, Proof againil every Thing. It is true, that

in their Wars they expofe themfelves as little as may be, becaufe

they make it their chief Glory never to buy the Viftory at a

dear Rate; and becaufe of their Nations not being numerous,
they have made it a Maxim not to v/eaken them : But when
they mull fight, they do it like Lions, and the Sight of their

Blood does but encreafe their Strength and Courage. They
have been in many A6i:ions wdth our brave Men, who have feen

them perform Things almoft incredible.

(a) Confuetudo enim laborum perpeffîonem doiorum efficit faciliorem.

9 A Miffionary
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A MiffioiiAry having accompanied fome Abenakis in an Expe-

dition againft iVkzu England, and knowing that a great Party of
the Englijh were purfuing them in their Retreat, endeavoured all

he could to make them make Halle forward, but without Etfeét.

All the Anfwer he received, was, that they were not afraid of
thofe People. At laft all the Englijh came in Sight, and they were
atleaft twenty to one. The Savages, without feeming at all fur-

prifed, firft conduced the Father to a Place of Safety, then

went and waited boldly for the Enemy in a Place where there

was only fome Stumps of Trees. The Engagement lailed al-

moft the whole Day. The Abenakis did not lofe a Man, and
put the Englijh to Flight, after having covered the Field of
Battle with the Dead. 1 had this Account from the Mif-
iionary him felf (aj.

But what furprifes infinitely in Men whofe whole outward

cr/. • V. ^. r Appearance proclaims nothing but Barbarity,
I hetr Kinanejs

^^^^ behave to each other with fuch
to each other.

Kindnefs and Regard, that are not to be
found amongfl the moll civilized Nations. Doubtlefs this pro-

ceeds in fome Meafure from the \Yords mine and thine being

as yet unknown to thefe Savages. Thofe cold Words, as

St, Chryfofiom calls them, which extinguilliing in our Hearts the

Fire of Charity, lights up that of Covetoufnefs. We are

equally charmed with that natural and unaffe6led Gravity which
reigns in all their Behaviour, in all their Aélions, and in the

greateft Part of their Diverlions ; as likewife with the Civility

and Deference they Ihew to their Equals, and the Refpedt of
young People to the Aged ; and la{l4y, never to fee them quar-

rel among themfelves with thofe indecent Expreffions, and the

Oaths and Curfes, fo common amongil us. All which are Proofs

of good Senfe, and a great Command of Temper.
I have already faid, that one of their Principles^ and that of

which they are the moH jealous, is, that one Man owes nothing
to another : But from this bad Maxim they draw a good Infe-

rence, that is to fay, that we mull never do an Injury to any
Perfon, from whom we have received no Wrong. There is no-

thing wanting to their Happinefs, biit to behave between Na-
tion and Nation, as they do between private Perfons, and nevei-

to attack any People of whom they have no Caafe to complain,

and not to carry their Revenge fo far.

On the other Hand, we muH allow that what we moil admire

Their Prirh W Savages, is not always pure Virtue
;

^
, ^rf''^';.^''^ that Conllitution and Vanity have a great

their otherFatungs. • . ^ . •

Qualities are

(aJ Fa'ther n^/^re^f -This feems to be Apocryplia.

F f tarnUlied
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tarniftied by great Vices. Thefe Men,' who at firft View ap-
pear to us fo contemptible, of all Mankind have the greateft

Contempt for all others, and the higheft Opinion of themfelves.

The proudeft of all were the Hurons, before Succelîes had lifted

up the Hearts of the Iroquois^ and grafted in them a Haughti-
jiefs, which nothing can yet fupprefs, on a fierce Rudenefs,
which before was their diftinguifhing Charadler.

On the other Side, thefe People, fo proud and jealous of their

Liberty, are beyond all Imagination Slaves to Human Refpedl :

They are accufed of being light and inconftant ; but they are

fo, rather through a Spirit of Independence, than by Charader,
as I have obferved of the Canadians. They are diftrullful and
fufpicious, efpecially towards us ; treacherous, when their In-

tereft is concerned ; DilTemblers, and revengeful to Excefs.

Time does not abate in them their Délire of Revenge : It is the

moft precious Inheritance which they leave to their Children,

and which is tranfmitted from Generation to Generation, till

they find an Opportunity to execute it.

As to what we call more particularly the Qualities of the

r> r .1 Heart, the Savages do not value themfelves
^uahties of the ^ t ^ r i ,

p.^ much on them ; or, to fpeak more properly,
* they are not Virtues in them. Friendfhip,

Compafiion, Gratitude, Attachment, they have fomething of all

this, but it is not in the Heart ; and in them it is lefs the EfFeél

of a good Difpofition, than of Reflexion, or Inftlnft. The Care

.

they take of Orphans, Widows, and the Infirm, and theHofpita-

lity they exercife in fuch an admirable Manner, are to them only

the Confequence of their Perfuafion, that all Things ought to

be in common among Men. Fathers and Mothers have a Fond-

nefs for their Children, which rifes even to Weaknefs ; but

which does not incline them to make them virtuous, and which

appears to be purely Animal. Children, on their Side, have no
natural Gratitude for their Parents, and they even treat the'm

fometimes with Indignity, efpecially their Fathers. I have

heard fome Examples of this Sort, that are horrible, and which

cannot be related : But here follows one Inilance that was pub-

lic.

An Iroquoisy who ferved a long Time în our Troops againfthis

J J
own Nation, and even as an Officer, met his

Example of the
^zûitY in an Engagement, and was going to

l^t^l^^-
fP^jon of j^.^^^ ^^^^^ difcovered who he was.

Children for their
^^^^ ^^^^^ and faid to him, " You

rarents.
^^^^ once gi^enme Lfcy and no'w Igi've it to

•* you» Let me meet nvith you no more i for I hwve faid the Debt I
** cnjod you.^* Nothing can better prove the Neceffity of Edu-

cation, and that Nature alone does not fufficiently inllruû us in

our
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6ur moft elTential Duties. And what demonftrates more evi-

dently th^ Advantages of the Chrîjîian Religion, is, that it has

frroduced in the Hearts of thefe Barbarians, in all thefe Re-
{ftdi$y 2k Change which appears wonderful.

But if the Savages know not how to tafte the Sweets of

ParticularFriends ^ ^^''^ fT^'f^70 Ufelumels. Jivery one amono-ft them has a
i ^ ^ l^nend nearly of his own Age, between

^ ' whom there is a mutual Engagement, which
is indiflblublc. Two Men thus united for their common In-
tereft, are obliged to do every Thing, and to run all Hazards to

affift and fuccour each other. Death itfelf, as they believe, fepa-

rates them only for a Time : They depend on meeting agaii) in
the other World, never to part more, being perfuaded that they
ftiall ftill want each other's Affiftance.

I have heard it reported, on this Occafion, that a Chriftîan Sa^
vage, but one who did not purfue the Maxims of the Gofpel,
being threatened with Hell by a Jefuit^ afked this Miffionary, if
he thought his Friend, who was lately dead, was gone to that

Place of Punilhment ? The Father replied, that he had Reafon
to judge that he had found Mercy with God. I <vjon't go to

Hell neither faid the Savage ; and this Motive engaged him
to do all we required, that is to fay, that he was as willing to go
to Hell as to Heaven, to meet with his Companion : But God
makes Ufe of all Means to fave his Eled. They add, that
thefe Friends, when they are at a Diflance from each other, ufe

mutual Invocations in any Dangers they meet with ; which is to

be underftood, without Doubt, of their Guardian Deities. Thefe
AfTociations are bound by Prefents, and ftrengthened by Intereft

and Neceffity. This is a Support on which they can almoft al-

ways depend. Some report, that there is fomething unnatural
in thefe AfTociations ; but I have Reafon to believe at leaft it is

not general.

The Colour of the Savages does not prove a third Species be-

cTL n 1 ^ tweentheWhite and the Black, as fome People
V be Colour of . . . , mi. r j

the Sa
have imagined. They are very Iwarthy, and

'vages.
^ dirty dark Red, which appears more in

Florida, of which Louijiana is a Part : But this is not their natu-
ral Complexion. The frequent Friétions they ufe, gives them
this Red ; and it is furprifmg that they are not blacker, being
continually expofed to the Smoke in Winter, to the great Heats
of the Sun in Summer, and in all Seafons to all the Inclemen-
cies of the Air,

F f 2 It
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It is not fo eafy to give a Reafon yjhy they have not a Haîp

mv thev ha^e 5^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^y' ^^c^P^ing^^e Hairs ofi

no Beards
their Head, which they have all very black,

the Eye Lafhes, and Eyebrows, which fome
alfo pluck oiF ; and 'tis the fame Cafe with almoft all the Ame-
ricans. What makes itftill more furprifmg, is, that their Chil-
dren are born with a thin Hair, and pretty long, all over their Bo-
dies, but which difappears after eight Days. The old Men have
alfo fome Hairs on the Chin, as we fee fome old Women have
with us. I have known fome who attribute this Singularity to

the confiant Cuflom the Americans have of fmoking, and which
is common to both Sexes. Others think it more natural to fay,

that this proceeds from the Quality of their Blood ; which be-
ing more pure, becaufe of the Plainnefs of their Aliments, pro-
duces lefs of thofe Superfluities, which our's, being more grofs,

fupplies fo plentifully ; or that having fewer Salts, it is lefs fit for

thefe Sort of Productions. There is no Doubt tkat it is at leaft

this Plainnefs of Food which renders the Savages fo fwift of
Foot. I have feen a Man who came from an Ifland not far from
J^apany who, before he had eat any Bread, aflured me that he
could travel on Foot thirty Leagues a Day, commonly without
Fatigue ; butfincehe had been ufed to Bread, he could not tra-

vel with the fame Eafe.

This is certain, that our Savages think it a very great Beauty
to have no Hair but on the Head ; that if they have any
grow on their Chin, they pluck it off diredlly ; that the Euro^

Z^^;?/, the iirfl Time they faw them, appeared frightful to them
with their long Beards, as was then the Fafhion ; that they do
not think our white Colour handfome ; and that they found the

Flefh of the EngUJh and French^ when they eat it, of a bad
Tafle, becaufe it was fait.

Thus, A^adam, the Idea which we formerly had in Europe oî
Savages, which were reprefented as hairy Men, is not only en-

tirely the Reverfe of the Americans^ but it is exaétly that which
they at firilhad of us, becaufe they thought all our Bodies were
like our BreaHs and Chins.

I amy See.

LETTER.
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LETTER XXI.

Journey to the Rt^er St, ]oseph. Remarks on the Risers njohzch

run into Michigan frcm the Eaji Of Father Mar-
quette's Ri'very and the Origin of its Name, Tivo Games

of the Savages. Some Remarks on the Character of thejk

People,.

Madam, St. Joseph, ^^/^^ j6.

IT is eight Days fince I arrived at this Poll, where we have
a Miffion, and where there is a Commandant with a fmall

Garrifon. The Houfe of the Commandant, v/hich is a trifling

Thing, is called the Fort, becaufe it is furrounded with a poor
Palifade, and it is much the fame Thing in all other Places,

excepting the Forts of Chamhly and Cataracoui^ which are rea}

.
FortreiTes, There are however in all of them lorne Pieces of
Cannon or Pattereroes, which, in Cafe of Need, are fufficient ta

prevent a Coup de Mainy and to keep the Savages in Awe.
We have here two Villages of Savages, one of Miamis and

D ffh AT
other of Foi^teouatamies, they are both for

ang roj e a-
mo'à.Yzxt Chriftiajzs, but they have been

ESan ^ long Time without Pailors, and the Mif,.
^ * lionary that was lately fent hither will have

no little Trouble to reftore the Exercife of Religion. The
River St, Jofepb comes from the South Eaft to difcharge itfelf

into the Bottom of Lake Michigan^ the Fail Goaft of which we
^lu^l range, which is a hundred Leagues long, before we enter

this River. Then we go up it two hundred Leagues to arrive

at the Fort : This Navigation requires niuch Care, becaufe
when the Wind comes from the open Lake, that is, the Weft,
the Waves are the whole length of the Lake ; and the Weft
Winds are very common here. Jt is alfo very probable that

the Number of Rivers, which run into the Lake on the Well Side,

contribute by the Shock of their Currents with the Waves, to

render the Navigation more dangerous : It is certain that there
are few Places in Canada where there are more Wrecks.——Bu|
I take up my Journal again where I left off,

Tl;a
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The firlî: of Augujly after having failed crofs a Bay that îs thirty

Remarks on the
-^^^^^^^ deep, I left on the Right the Illes

. ' .of Caftor^ which appeared to be very well
Ri'vers ^e meet j r f r .i. i.

^itb in this Route
^^^^^^ '

feme Leagues further, on the

Left, I perceived on an Eminence of Sand a

Kind of Bufh, which, when we are over againft it has the Shape
of an Animal lying down. The French call it Upurs qui dort

(theJleepingBear)^ and the Savages the Bear lying dcnvn, I went
twenty Leagues that Day, and encamped in a little Illand,

4^ 30^ North Latitude ; this is nearly the Latitude of Montreah
'rom the Entrance of Lake Michigan to this Ifland, the Coaft

is very fandy, but if we go a little Way into the Country it ap-
pears to be very good, at leaft to judge of it by the fine Forefls

with which it is covered. On the other Hand, it is well watered,

for we went not a League without difcovering either fome large

Brook, or fome pretty River, and the farther we go South, the

Hivers grow larger, and have a longer Courfe, the Peninfula^

which feparates Lake Michigan from Lake Huron, growing wider
it advances to the South. Neverthelefs, the greateft Part of

théfè Rivers are but narrow, and lhallow at their Mouths ; but
they have this Singularity, that they form Lakes near their En-
trance of two, three, or four Leagues round. This proceeds,

îiO Doubt, from the Quantity of Sand which they bring down :

Thefe Sânds being driven back by the Waves of the Lake,
which' almoll always come from the Weft, gather at the Mouths
of the Rivers, whofe Waters being ftopt by thefe Banks, which
they pafs over with Difficulty, have made themfelves by Degrees
thefe Lakes, or Ponds, which prevent the Inundation of the

whole Country when the Snows melt.

On the third I entered Father Marquette^s River to examine if

1? // TV/T
what I had heard of it was true. It is at

yi^n^R' ^^^^ ^ ^took, but fifteen Paces higher,
q es i'ver.

which is near two Leagues round, to make a

Paffage for it into the Michigan^ one would think they had dug
away with Pickaxes, a great Hill, which we leave to the Left

at the Entrance, and on the Right the Coaft is very low for the

îerigth of a good Mufket-Shot ; then all at once it rifes very

high. It had been thus reprefented to me ;
concerning which,

this is the conftant Tradition of all our Travellers, and
\vhat I have heard from fome antient Miffionaries.

Father Jofeph Marquette, a Native of Zr^?^» in P/V/sir^, where
his Family ftill holds a diftinguifhed Rank, was one of the moft

illuftrious Miffionaries of Nenv France ; he travelled over almoft

all Parts of it, and made many Difcoveries ; the laft of which
was the MiJJîJJippi, which he entered with the Sieur Joliet in

1^673. Two Years after this Difcovery, of which he publiihed
' — ' ai^
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an Account, as he was going from Chkagouy which is at the

Bottom of Lake Michigan^ to Michillimakinac, he catered the JRi-

^-er I am fpeaking of ; the Entrance of whicli was then at the

Ex tremity of the low Land, which I have faid we leave to

the Right at entering it. He fet up his AHar here, and faid

Mafs. After this, he went a little Diftance to return Thanks,
and prayed the two Men who managed his Canoe, to leave hifii

alone for half an Hour. This Time being expired, they went
to feek him, and were greatly furprifed to find liim dead ; but
they recolleded, that upon entering the River, he had faid that

he fhould finifh his Journey there. Neverthelefs, as it was too

far from thence to MichilUma^mac, to carry his Body thither, they

buried him pretty near the Side of the River ; which from that

Time has retired, as out of Refpedl, to the Cape, at the Foot of
which it now runs, and where it has made a new PaiTage. Th^a
Year following, one of the two Men who had performed the

laft Duties to this Servant of God, returned to the Place where
he had buried him, took up his Remains, and carried them to

Michillimakinac, I could not learn, or I have forgot, what Name
this River had before; but at prefent the Savages always call it

the River of the Black Go^jju (a). The i^r^/zc/^ have given it

the Name of Father Marquette ; and never fail to invoke him^
when they li<nd themfeives in any Danger on the Lake Michigan.

Many have affirmed, that they believe it was owing to his Intei-

ceiGon, that they have efcaped very great Dangers.

I went three Leagues further that Day, and encamped at the

r^r- ^1 J J Entrance of the River St, Nicolas y on the SideOf the red and ^ t t ^i ^ • i i -

the ivhiie Pines.
^^.^ P""^"-^ ^''^^ \^^^r, but not \o

wide as the former. I found here a gre^it

Number of red and white Pines, the lail have the hardeft Bark,
but the bed Wood, and ihed a Gum which is pretty fine; the,

firft have tlie fofteft Bark, but the V/ood is heavier. They draw
from thefe the Tar of which the beil Pitch is made. Tfaile^
thus pleafantly to the River 6"/. Jofeph, which I entered the 6th,
very late, or the 7th very early in the Moming, for it was
about Midmght when we arrived here, having refted ourfelves

two good Hours at the Side of the Lake of La Riwre Nok>e
(the Black i^'^^r^, which is eight Leagues dillant, and wlierT©

there is a great deal of Gln-feng.

The River St. Jojeph h d^bovQ a hundred Leagues long, .anf

AnMve72iureof
Source is not far from L^ice Erie.: It is

the Author^s tn the 'f'^Zf^^^
eighty Leagues, and in the twenty.

i?;^.r St. Jofeph.
\^%Leagues which I went up to amv^ at

^ thei^ort, I faw.none but good Lands, co-
vered with Trees of a prodigious Height, under which /there

f^J Thus the Savages call the Jefuits. They caii the Prisfts^ i\i^.mÀtt
Cape^ 5 and the Recollets^ the Grey Go^iijns,

grows
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grows in fome Places very fine Capillaire, (Maiden Hair), 1 was
two Days making this Way, but the Night of the firft was very
near putting an End to my Journey. I was taken for a Bear^

and I was within a Hair's Breadth of being killed under this De-
nomination, by one of my Canoe Men in the following Manner.

After Supper and Prayer, as it was Very hot, I went to take a
Walk, keeping always by the Side of the River. A Spaniel

that followed me every where, took a Fancy to jump into the

River, to fetch I know not what, which I had thrown in with-

out Thought. My People, who thought I was gone to Reft,

efpecially as it was late, and the Night dark, hearing the Noife
this Creature made, thought it v/as a Roe-Buck that was croffing

the River ; and two of them immediately fet out with their

Guns charged. Luckily for me, one of the two, who was a
blunderinrg Fellow, was called back by the reil, for Fear he
fhould occafion the Lofs of their Game ; otherwife it might
have happened, that by his blundering I fliould have been fhot.

The other advancing flowly, perceived me about twenty
Paces from him, and made no Doubt that it was a Bear Handing
upon his hind Feet, as thefe Animals always do when they hear
a Noife. At this Sight he cocks his Gun, which he had loaded

with three Balls ; and crouching down almoil to the Ground,
made his Approaches as filently as poiTible. He was going to

fire, v/hen on my Side I thought I faw fomething, without be-

ing able to diilinguilh what it was ; but as I could not doubt but
that it was one of my People, I thought proper to afk him if by
Chance he did not take me for a Bear : He made me no An-
fwer, and when I came up to him, I found him like one Thun-
der-ftruck, and as it were feized with Horror at the Blow hé
was juft going to give. It was his Comrades who told me what
had paiîed.

The River St, Jofeph is fo convenient for the Trade of al!

Parts of Canada, that it is no Wonder it has always been much
frequented by the Savages. Furthermore, it waters avery fertile

Country : But this is not what thefe People value moil: . It

is even a great Lofs to give them good Lands : Either they
make no Ufe of them, or they foon make them poor by fowing
their Maiz.
The Mafcoutins had, not long fince, a Settlement on this Ri«

ver ; but they are returned to their own Country, which is, as

they fay, Hill finer. The Pouteouatamies have fuccefiively occu-
pied here' feveral Pofts, and rem.ain here Hill. Thefr Village is

on the fame Side as the Fort, a little lower, and on a very fine

Spot. The Viilacre of the Miamies is on the other Side of the

River. ^

the
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Thefe Savages who have at all Times applied themfelves more

0//>&^Gin-feng
than the others to Phyfic, fet a high Value

/•Canada Gt7i-Jeng^ and are perluaded that this
' Plant has the Virtue to render Women fruit-

ful. But I do not think that it was for this Reafon they called it

Abefoutchenzay which means a Child : It owes this Name to the

Shape of its Root, at leaft among the Iroquois, You have feen

without Doubt, Madam, what Father Laffitauy who brought it

firfl to France, has wrote of it under the Name of Aurelia Cana-
denjis : It is at leaft for Shape abfolutely the fame as that which
comes to us from China, and which the Chinefe get from Corea

and Tartary. The Name they give it, which iignifies the

Likenefs of a Man ; the Virtues they attribute to it, and which
have been experienced in Canada by thofe who have ufed it, and
the Conformity of the Climate (a)^ are great Reafons to think,

that if we took it as coming from China, it would be as much
efteemed as that the Chinefe fell us ; perhaps it is fo little ef-

teemed by us, becaufe it grows in a Country that belongs to

us, and th^t it has not the Recommendation of being entirely

Foreign.

In going up the River St, Jofeph, I obferved feveral Trees,

Of 'he Bean
^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ other Place.

cr '^j 1 ^o '^'r The moft remarkable, and which I took at
^Iree, and the oah r n r a .a, u t
y.^/ hrit for an Aih by its Leaves, grows very
*^ ' large, and bears Beans vvhich appear very

good to the Eye ; but the more they are boiled the harder they

grow, fo that they could never be ufed. The Fields which fur-

round the Fort are fo full of Saffafras, that it perfumes the Air ;

but it is not a great Tree as in Carolina : They are little Shrubs
which grow near the Ground ; perhaps alfo they are but Shoots

of the Trees that were cut down to clear the Environs of the

Fort, and of the Savage Villages.

There are here many Simples, which they fay the Savages

Zecr c of the
^'^^ ^ little at a Venture, withou-t

ecrecy 0/ ,e
2J[iy oûi^x YxmzivAo, x}[i2Si a flip-ht Experiment

ba'Vacres concern- "^j i_ ^1 ^
1 i • i r 2- j

'

/ their Si t>le
^^^^ ^7 Chance, and whicn lometimes de-

^and the Mifes ^^of
^^^^^^ them ; *fbr the fame Remedies do not

thnr Co t^^ ^^^^^^y Sorts of Subjeds, attacked
^ with the fame Diftempers ; but thefe People

know not how to make all thefe Diftinftions. One Thing which
mtjch furprifes me, is the impenetrable Secrecy they keep con^

(a) The Black R't'ver (la Ri-vure Noire) is in 4-1 De^. 50 Min. it i$ in

the fame Latitude they get the Gin-feng of Corea for the Emperor of China,

Some of our's has been carried to China, and being prepared by the Chinefe,

they have fold it as coming from Corea or Tartary, for the rpft, this Prepa-
ration adds nothing to it.

G g cerning
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çerning their Simples, or the little Curiofity of the French to

get. the Knowledge of them. If the laft are not in Fault, no-
thing makes it appear more, in my Opinion, that the Savages
are not pleafed to fee us in their Country : And we have other

Proofs, which are as clear as this. It is very likely alfo that

they are of the fame Opinion with Regard to their Simples, as

they are about their Mines ; that is to Jay^ that they would foon
die, if they difcoversd any cf them to Strangers.

The Savages of thefe Parts are naturally Thieves, and think

n^*h M' ' Prizes that they can catch. It is
UfthelVhamts.

^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ difcover that we have
loft any Thing, it is fufRcient to inform the Chief of it, and
we are fure to recover it ^ but we muft give the Chief more than
the Value of the Thing, and he requires further fome Trifle for

the Perfon that found it, and who is probably the Thief him-
felf : I happened to be in this Cafe the Day after my Arrival,

and they Ihewed me no Favour. Thefe Barbarians would fooner

engage in a War than make the leaft Concevions on this

Point.

Some Days after I paid a Vifit to the Chief of the Miafmes^

who had got the Start of me : He is a tall Man, v/ell fliaped,

but much disfigured, for he has no Nofe : I was told that this

Misfortune happened to him in a drunken-bout. When he
heard I v/as coming to fee him, he went and placed himfelf at

the Bottom of his Cabin, on a Sort of an Alcove, where I

found him fitting with his Legs acrofs, ^fter the Eaftern Man-
ner. He faid vejy little to me, and feemed to aflume a proud
Gravity, which he did not maintain well : This is the iirft Sa-

V2.^Q Chief that I faw, who obferved this Ceremony ; but I was
told beforehand that he mull be treated in the fame Way, if you
would not be defpifed by him.

That Day the Pouteouatamis were come to play at the Game cf
rr-j n Sira^ivs with the Miajnis: They played in the
The Kyume of o i • r r^x.- C A

-, the Cabin of tiie Chief, and on an open
htra^s.

Place before the Cabin. Thefe Straws are

fmall Reeds about the Bignefs of a Wheat Straw, and about fix

Inches long. They take a Parcel, which are commonly two
hundred and one, and always an odd Number. After having

fhufflcd them well together, making a thoufand Contorfions,

and invoking the Genii, they feparate them v/ith a Kind of an •

Awl, or a pointed Bone, into Parcels often each: Every one
takes his own at a Venture, and he that happens to get the Par-

cel with eleven, gains a certain Number of Points that are a-

greed on. The whole Game is fixty or eighty.

There are other Ways of playing this Game, and they would
have explained them to me^ but I did not comprehend it, only

that
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that fometimes the Number Nine wins the Game. They added,
that there was as much vSkill as Hazard in this Game, and that the

Savages are great Sharpers in this as weli as in ail other Games ;

and that they are fo eager at it, that they play whole Days and
Nights, and fometimes do not leave oix playing till they âre

quite naked, and have nothing more to lofe. They have another
Game, at which they do not play for any Thing, but merely for

Diverfion; but it has almoft always fome bad Confequences
with Refped to their Manners.
As foon as it is Night, they fet up in the Middle of a great

Another Game
^^^^^ feveral Polls in a Ring, in the Midft

are their Inftruments of Muiic : They place
on each Poil a Packet of Down, and which mull be each of a
different Colour. The young People of both Sexes> mingled
together, dance round about thefe Polls : The young Women
have alfo Down of the Colour they like. From Time to Time
a young Man ileps out of the Ring, and goes to take from a
Poll fome Down of the Colour which he knows his Miftrefs

likes, and putting it upon his Head, he dances round her, and
by a Sign appoints her a Place of Rendezvous. When the
Dance is over, the Feall begins, and lalls all Day : At Night
every one retires, and the young Women manage Matters fd

well, that in Spite of the Vigilance of their Mothers, they go to
the Place of AlTignation.

The Miamis have two Games more, the firll of which isi

called the Game of the Bat, They play at it with a Ball, and
Sticks bent and ending in a Kind of Racket. They fet up
two Polls, which ferve for Bounds, and which are diitant from
each other according to the Number of Players. For Inilance^

if they are eighty, there is half a League Diflance between tha

Polls. The Players are divided into two Bands, which have eacH
their Poll Î Their Bufinefs is to ftrike the Ball to the Poll of
the adverfe Party without letting it fall to the Ground, and
without touching it with the Hand, for in either of thefe Caf^
they lofe the Game, unlefs he who makes the Fault repairs w
by flriking the Ball at one Blow to the Poll, which is often im-
polTible. Thefe Savages are fo dexterous at catching the Ball

with their Bats, that fometimes one Game will lail many Days
together.

The fécond Game is much like the former, tut is not fo dan-
gerous* They mark out two Bounds, as in the firft, and the

Flayers occupy all the Space between. He that i^s to begin^

throws a Bali up in the Air as perpendicularly as poffible, that

he may catch it the better, and throw it towards the Bounds.
All the others have their Hands lifted up, and he that catches

the Ball repeats the fame, or throws the Btll to one of his Band
Gg 2 that
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that he judges more nimble and dexterous than himfelf ; for to'

win the Game, the Ball mull never have been in the Hands of
the adverfe Party before it comes to the Bound. The Women
alfo play at this Game, but it is but feldom : Their Bands confift

of four or five, and the firft that lets the Ball fall, lofes the
Game.
The Pouteouatamis have here a Chief, and an Orator, who

Of the Chief
Perfons of Merit. The firft, named

and the Orator of f™' is a Man^upwards of f^y, very fo^ ^

the Pouteouata- ^.^^ P^^^^"^ J^?
Second, named Ou^/a^

j^-g is younger : He is a Chrzjiian, and well
iiiftruûed, but he makes no Exercife of his

Religion. One Day as I was making him fome Reproaches on
this Account,' he left me fuddenly, went into the Chapel, and
faid his Prayers aloud, fo that we heard him at the Miffionary's

Lodging. It is difiicult to find a Man that fpeaks better, and
who has more Senfe. On the other Hand, he is of a very amiable
Character, and fincerely attached to the French, Piremon is not
inferior in any Refpedl, and I have heard them both in a Coun-
cil at the Commandant's, where they fpoke with a great deal of
Eloquence.

Many Savages of the two Nations which are fettled on this

The fad Confe
^^^^^^ j"^ returned from the Englijh Co-

uences of Drunk
-^^^^^^j whither they went to fell their Peltry,

quences of run - from whence they have brought back a
^^^"^^

great deal of Brandy. It has been divided

according to Cuftom ; that is tofay^ every Day they diftribute to

a certain Number of Perfons as much as is neceflary for each to

get drunk, and the whole was drank in eight Days. They
began to drink in the two Villages as foon as the Sun was fet,^

and every Night the Country refounded with frightful Cries and
Howlings. One would have faid that a Flight of Devils had
efcaped from Heîî, or that the two Villages were cutting one
pother's Throats. Two Men were lamed : I met one of them
#ho broke his Arm with a Fall, and I faid to him, that certainly

another Time he would be wifer : He replied, that this Accident
was nothing, that he Ihould foon be cured, and that he would
begin to drink again as foon as he had got a frelh Stock of

Brandy.

Judge, Madam, what a Miffionary can do in the midftof fuch

a Diforder, and how greatly it muft aifefl an honeft Man, who
has quitted his own Country to gain Souls to God, to be obliged

to be a Witnefs of it, without having it in his Power to remedy
it. Thefe Barbarians are fenfible that Drunkennefs ruins and
dellroys them ; but when one ftrives to |)erfuade them that they

fhould be the firft to alk that we ftould hinder them of a Liquor
that
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that is attended with fuch fatal Confequences, they are fatisfied

tvith replying, " It is you that have accïiftomed us to it, we can
no longer do without it, and if you refufe to fupply us, we
will get it of the Englijh, This Liquor ftrips us naked, and
kills us, it is true, but it is you who have done the Mifchief,

and there is now no Remedy." Neverthelefs, they are in

the wrong to blame us alone ; had it not been for the Englijh Ï

believe we could have put a Stop to this Trade in the Colony, or

reduced it within proper Bounds.—But we ftiall perhaps be foon

obliged to give Permiffion to fupply them with it from France^

taking Meafures to prevent its Abufe, inafmuch as the Englijh

Brandy is more hurtful than our's.

A Diforder that corrupts the Manners of a People never comes
alone ; it is always the Principle, or the Rife of many
others. The Savages, before they fell into this I am fpeaking

of, excepting War, which they always made in a barbarous and
inhuman Manner, had nothing to difturb their Happinefs :

Drunkennefs hath rendered them interefted, and has difturbed

the Peace they enjoyed in their Families, and in the Commerce
of Life. Notwithllanding, as they are only ftruck with the pre-

fent Objeél, the Evils, which this Paffion has caufed theni, have
not yet become a Habit : They are Storms which pafs over, and
which they almoft forget when they are paft, thro' the Goodn efs

of their Charaéler, and the great Fund of Calmnefs of Soul,

which they have received from Nature.

We mull acknowledge that at iirft Sight, the Life they lead

rr . r n 1 appcars vcry hard ; but befides that in this
apptnjS oj e-

Yioûàti'g gives Uneafinefs but by Comparifon,
bagages.

^^^^ Cuflom is a fécond Nature, the Li-
berty they enjoy, fufficiently compenfates the Lofs of thofe

Convcniençies they are deprived of. What we fee every Day in

fome Beggiars by Profelîion, and in feveral Perfons in the Coun-
try, gives us a fenfible Proof that we may be happy in the midll:

of Indigence. But the Savages are ftill more-happy: Firft, be-

caufe they think themfelves fo : Secondly, becaufe they are in thé

peaceable Pofîeffion of the moil precious of all the Gifts of Na-
ture : And laftly, becaufe they are entirely ignorant of, and have
not feven a Defire to know thofe falfe Advantages which we
fo much efteem, and which we purchafe at the Expence of reaJ

Good ; and of which we have fo little Enjoyment.
In Fa6l, what they are moft valuable for, and for which they

ought to be looked upon as true Philofophers, is, that the Sight
of our Conveniencies, our Riches, our Magnificence, have little

moved them, and that they are pleafed with themfelves that they
can do without them. Some Iroquois^ who went to Paris in ï666,
and who were ftie^red all the Royal Houfes, and all the Beauties

of
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of that great City, admired nothing in it, and would have pre-
ferred their Villages to the Capital of the moft flourifhing King-
dom of Europe^ if they had not feen the Street of la Huchette^

where the Shops of the roafting Cooks, which they always found
furpifhed with all Kinds of Meat, charmed them greatly.

We cannot even fay that they are fo highly delighted with

The Contemtf
^^^^^ \Wmg, only becaufe they are

the haue for our
acquainted with the Sweetnefs of our's.^ ^ good Number of the i^r^^^r;^ have lived

ay oj fvtng.
them, and have been fo well pleafed

with it, that many Perfons could never prevail with them to re-

turn, though they might have been very much at their Eafe in

the Colony. On the contrary, it was never poffible for a lingie

Savage to conform to our Way of living. We have taken Chil-

dren from the Cradle, and brought them up with much Care^,

and omitted nothing to hinder their knowing any Thing of
what paded amongft their Parents. All thefe Precautions were
iifelefs : The Force of Blood prevailed over Education. As
loon as they found themfelves at Liberty, they have torn their

Garments to Pieces, and went through the Woods to feek their

Countrymen, whofe Way of Life appeared to them more pleafing

than that they led with us.

An Iroquoisy named la Plaque^ lived many Years with the French %

the fame who, as I have told you, Madam, in faving his Father's

Life in an Engagement, thought he had fully fatisfied all the

Debt he owed him : He was alfo made a Lieutenant in our
Troops to fix him, becaufe he was a very brave Man ; but he
could not continue in our Way of living : He returned to his

Nation, only carrying from us our Vices, without correcfling any
of thofe he brought with him. He loved Women to Excefs :

He was well lhaped ; His Valour and his brave Aélions gave
liim a great Reputation : He had a great deal of Wit, and very

amiable Manners : He had many Intrigues with other Men's
Wives ; and his Diforders went fo far, that it was debated in the

Council of his Canton, whether they fhould not take him off. It

was however concluded, by the Majority of Votes, to fpare his

Life ; becaufe, as he was extremely courageous, he would people

the Country with good Warriors.

The Care which the Mothers take of their Children, whilfl

çr-j p 7'
J

they are yet in the Cradle, is beyond all Ex-
^e (^are w ic j ^xtiïion, and proves very clearly '^that we often

the Mothers ta.e . ^.^ ^^j^ ^^^^ exceed the Limits which
€f thetr Ckldren.

^^^^^^ taught us. They never leave

them : They carry them every v.'here with them ; and when they

fcem ready to fink under the Burdens they load themfelves with,

the Cradle of their Child is reckoned as nothing. One would

^ evea
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even fay, that this additional Weight is an Eafemcnt that renders

the reft lighter.

Nothing can be neater than thefe Cradles : The Child lies

very conveniently, and very eafy in them ; but it is bound only

as high as the Waift ; fo that when the Cradle is upright, thefe

little Creatures have their Heads and half their Bodies hanging
down. In Europe they would fancy that a Child that was left in

this Condition, would grow quite deformed ; but it happens di-

reétly contrary : This renders their Bodies fupple ; and they are

all, in Fad, of a Stature and Port, that the beft fhaped among
us would envy. What can we fay againft fjch a general Expe-
rience ? But what I am going to mention, cannot be foeafily

juftified.

There are on this Continent fome Nations which they call

The ridiculous
-^^^ Headsy which have in Fa6t their Foreheads

^e ri ÎCU OUS
very flat, and the Top of their Heads fome-

Uapes ^^hub/ome ^j^./ ^^^^^^^ fj^.^ ^^^^ ^j.^^

gj^^e^tot^:rChtl^ Work of Nature; it is the Mothers who
give it their Children as fooa as they are

born. For this End, they apply to their Foreheads, and the

back Fart of their Heads, two Maffes of Ciay, or of fome other

heavy Matter, which they bind by little and little, till the Skull

has taken the Shape they defire to give it. It appears that this

Operation is very painful to the Children, whofe Noilrils fhed

a whitilh Matter, pretty thick. But neither this Circumilance,

nor the Cries of thefe little Innocents, alarm their Mothers, jea-

lous of procuring them a handfome Appearance, without which
they can't conceive how others can be fatisiied. It is quite, the

reverfe with certain Algonquins amongft us, named Round Hekds^
or Bd-lvI Heads^ whom I have mentioned before ; for they Fdake

their Beauty conûft in having their Heads perfedly round, and
Mothers take Care alfo very early to give them this Shape.

I would willingly. Madam, take Advantage of the Leifare I

have in this Place, and which perhaps will be longer than I de-
lire, to finiih what I have to fay to you on this Subjed ; but"

fome Troubles which have happened to me, and the approaching
Departure of a Traveller, who is returning to the Colony, oblige
me to interrupt this Recital, which I ûiall refume the firft Oppor-
tunity.

LETTER
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LETTER XXVI.

Sequel of the Charader of the Sa^vages^ and their Way of li'vlng^

Madam, St. Joseph's River, Auguft 8.

IRefume the Courfe of my Memoirs, where I broke it off.

You will think, perhaps, that I do not obferve a fufficient

Regularity: But we excufe, at leaft in a Relation, what we ad-

mire in an Ode : What in a Lyrick Poet is an Effe6l of Art, is a
Matter of Neceffity in a Traveller, who cannot relate Things
but as he gets Information, and who is obliged to write what he
fees, for Fear of forgetting it.

The Children of the Savages, when they leave the Cradle, ar^

jjT/i ' .7 . not<:onfined in any Manner ; and as foon as
Irhat It Î5 that i ^i. • tt j j t? ^

firen thens the Sa
crawl upon theirHands and Feet,

l^T ^and make'
them go where they wiîl quite naked,

^^g^^y ij^tQ |-}je Water, inta the Woods, into the Dirt,
emjonve j ap c

2Sià.\ïiX.o the Snow, which makes their Bodies

flrong, their Limbs very fupple, and hardens them againft the

Injuries of the Air ; but alfo, as I obferved before, it makes
them fubjed to Diflempers of the Stomach and Lungs, which
dellroys them early. In Summer they run, as foon as they are

lip, to the River, or into the Lakes, and continue there a Part of
the Day, playing like Fifh when it is fine Weather at the Sur-

face of the Water (a). It is certain that nothing is better than

this Exercife to make their Joints free, and to render them nim«
Me.
They put a Bow and Arrows into their Hands betimes, and to

cru ' f av excite in them that Emulation, which is the
Ihezrp-jt^xer^

bell Teacher of the Arts, there is no Need

wlWr
" to fet their Breakfaft on the Top of a Tree,

as they did by the yo\iXigLacademonia?ts: They
are all born with that Pailion for Glory, that has no Need of

a Spur ; and indeed they ihoot with a furprizing Exaétnefs, and
with a little Pradice, they acquire the fame Dexterity in the Ufe
of our Fire Arms. They make them alfo wreflle, and they pur-

fue this Exercife fo eagerly, that they would often kill one ano-

ther, if they were not parted : Thofe who are worfled are fo en-

(a) It is very probable that this is the Eeafon why the Small-Pcx is fo fa-

tal among the Savages. Much Bathing hardens the Skin, and prevents the
Eruption of tl^ Puitules,

rage4
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rage4 at it, th^t they do not take the leaft Repofe, till they have
their Revengé.

In gener^ one may fay, that the Fathers and Mothers negleél

In ^hat their ^^^^^"S infpire their Children with cer-

nj^ y rn^ tîlin Principles of Honour, which they pre-
Educauon conftfts.

^
^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^-^^^^ ^j^.^j^ the/often

make a bad Application ; and in this their whole Education con-
lifts. When they give them Inftrudions on this Head, it is al-

ways in an indirect Way ; the moft common is to relate to them
the brave Adlions of their Anceftors, or of their Countrymen.
Thefe young People are fired at thefe Stories, and are never eafy
till they find an Opportunity of imitating the Examples they
have made them admire. Sometimes, to correal them for their

Faults, they ufe Prayers and Tears, but never Menaces. They
would make no Impreffion on Spirits, prepofTe/Fed with an Opi-
nion that no Perfon has a Right to ufe Compullion.

A Mother, who fees her Daughter behave ill, falls a crying : On
the Daughter's afking the Caufe, fhe is fatisfied with faying, Tou
difgrace me. It feldom happens that this Way of reproving is not
effectual : Neverthelefs, fince they have converfed more with the
Frenchy fome of them begin to chaftife their Childi*en ; but this

is fcarcely amongft any but the Chriftiansy or thofe that are fettled

in the Colony. Generally the greateft Punifhment they ufe to
correal their Children, is to throw a little Water in their Faces.
The Children are much affeéled by it, and by every Thing that
favours of Reproof ; the Caufe of which is, that Refentment is

their ftrongeft PalTion^ even at that Age.
We have known fpme Girls hang themfelves, for having only

Of thePafJîons
^^^^^^ed a flight Reprimand from their Mo-

of the Sa^a eT^
thers, or a few Drops of Water in their

Of adages.
Faces ; and who have given Notice of it, by

faying, Tou Jhall lofeyour Daughter. The greateft Misfortune is,

that it is not to Virtue that they exhort thefe young People ; or,

which is the fame Thing, that they do not always give them
tfue Notions of Virtue. In Reality, they recommend nothing
to them fo much as Revenge, and 'tis this of which they ihew
them the moft frequent Examples.
One would exped, Madam, that a Childhood fo badly difci-

plined, fliouldbe followed by a Youth of Turbulence and Cor-
ruption Î But on one Hand, the Savages are naturally calm, and
early Mafters of themfelves ; Reafon alfo guides them rather
more than other Men : And on the other Hand, their Conftitta-

tion, efpecially in the Northern Countries, does not incline them
to Debauchery

; yet we find fome Cuftoms among ti^, in
which Chaftity is entirely difregarded ; but it appears that thi^

H h proceeds
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proceeds more from SuperHition, than the Depravation of the

Heart.

The Huronsy when we firfl began to converfe with them, were

more lafcivious, and very brutal in their Pleafures. The young;

Perfons of both Sexes abandoned themfelves without Shame to

all Manner of DifTolutenefs ; and it was chiefly among them,

that it was not efteemed a Crime for a Girl to proftitute herfelf.

Their Parents were the firft to engage them in this Way, and
many did the fame by their Wives, for a bafe Intereft. Many
never married, but took young Women to ferve them, as they

faid, for Companions ; and all the Différence they made between

thefe Concubines and their lawful Wives, was, that with the firfl

there was no Agreement made : For the reil, their Children were

on the fame Foot as the others ; which produced no Inconveni-

ence, in a Country where there are no Eilates to inherit.

One does not diftinguifh Nations here by their Drefs. The
Men, when it is hot, have often only fomething of an Apron to

cover their Nakednefs. In Winter they clothe themfelves more
or lefs, according to the Climate. They wear on their Feet a

Sort of Sandals, made of Roe-Buck Skins fmoked : Their
Stockings are alfo Skins, or Bits of Stuffs, which they wrap
round their Legs. A Waiflcoat, made of Skin, covers them to

theWaifl:, and they wear over that a Rug or Blanket, when they

can have it ; if not, they make themfelves a Robe with a Bear's

Skin, or of feveral Beaver or other like Skins, or furs, with

the Hair inwards. The Women's Waiftcoats reach jufl below
their Knees ; and when it is very cold, or when they travel,

they cover their Heads with their Blanket, or their Robe.
I have feen feveral who had little Caps, like Skull Caps ; others

have a-^ort of Capuchin, faftened to their V/aiftcoats ; and they

have befides a Piece of Stuff which ferves them for a Petticoat,

which covers them from thelWaift down to the Middle of the Leg.
They are all very defirous of having Shirts and Shifts ; but

they never put them under their Waiftcoats, but till they are

dirty, and then they wear them till they drop to Pieces, for they

never take the Trouble to wafh them. Their Waiftcoats are

generally dreifed in the Smoke, like their Sandals ; that is to fay^

after they have hung a proper Time in it, they rub them a lit-

tle, and then they may be wafhed like Linen : They prepare

them alfo by foaking them in Water, then rubbing th^ with
their Hfinds till they are dry and pliable ; but the Savages think

our Stu^s and Blankets are much more convenient.

Many make various Figures all over their Bodies by pricking

IIq^\) the trick
^^^^^^^^^S' Others only in fome Parts. They

^i. n ^-^T^^ don't do this merely for Ornament: They

thê Bod ' ' great Advantages by
^•^^

this Cuftom. It ferves greatly to defend

them
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them from the Cold, renders them lefs fenfible of the other In-
juries of the Air, and frees them from the Perfecution of the

(înats. But it is only in the Countries poffefTed by the Englijhy

efpecially in Virgima^ that the Cuftom of pricking themfelves

all over the Body is very common. In iV^xu France thegreateft

Part are fatisfied with fome Figures of Birds, Serpents, or other

Animak, and even of Leaves, and .fuch-like Figures, without
Order or Symmetry, but according to everyone's Fancy, often

in the Face, and fometimes €ven on the Eye-lids. Many Wo-
men are marked in the Parts of the Face that anfwer to the Jaw
Bones, to prevent theTooth-ach.

This Operation is not painful in itfelf. It is performed in

this Manner : They begin by tracing on the Skin, drawn very

tight, the Figure they intend to make ; then they prick little

Holes clofe together with the Fins of a Filh, or with Needles,
ail over thefe Traces, fo as to draw Blood : Then they rub them
over with Charcoal Duft, and other Colours well ground and
powdered. Thefe Powders fmk into the Skin, and the Colours
are never eiFaced : But foon after the Skin fwells, and forms a
Kind of Scab, accompanied with Inflammation. It commonly
excites a Fever ; and if the Weather is too hot, or the Opera-
tion has been carried too far, there is Hazard of Life.

The Colours with which they paint their Faces, and the

Honjij and ujh
^^^^^ ^^^7 themfelves with all over

he ^"^aift their
^^^^^ -^^^^^^^ produce the fame Advajitages,

ey pat?i ezr
^^^^ thefe People fancy, give the fame
good Appearance, as pricking. The War-

riors paint themfelves, when they take the Field, to intimidate

their Enemies, perhaps alfo to hide their Fear ; for we muft not

think they are all exempt from it. The young People do it to

conceal an Air of Youth, which v/ould make them lefs taken for

old Soldiers, or a Palenefs remaining after fome Diilemper, and
which they are apprehenfive might be taken for the Eifeâ: of
Want of Courage: They do it alfo to make them look handfome

;

but then the Colours are more lively, and more varied. They
paint the Prifoners that are going to die ; but I don't know
why : Perhaps it is to adorn the Vidim, who is to be facrificed

to che God of Wai*. Laftly, they paint the Dead, to expofe
them drefied in their Kneft Robes ; and this is, without Doubt,
to hide the Palenefs of Death, which disfigures them.

The Colours they ufe on thefe Occafions are the fame they em-

rhP Qrnamenu pW Skins, and they make them from

f 1 ji'^''^'^'''^' certain Earths, and the Bark of fome Trees.
oj the men. rj.^^^

^^^^ MYcly^ but they do not
very eafily wear out. The Men add to this Ornament the Down
of Swans or other Birds, which they Itrew upon their Hair after it

H h 2 has
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has been greafed, like Powder. They add to this Feathers of all

Colours, and Bunches of the Hair of divers Animals, all placed
in an odd Manner. The Placing of their Hair, fometimes Hand-
ing up like Briftles on one Side, and flatted on the other, or
dre/Ted in a thoufand different Fafhions, Pendants in their Ears,
and fometimes in their Noftrils, a great Shell of Porcelain hang-
ing about their Neck, or on their Breaft, fome Crowns made of
the Plumage of fcarce Birds, the Claws, Feet, or Heads of
Birds of Prey, little Horns of Roe-Bucks, all thefe Things
make up their Finery. But whatever they have moft precious is

always employed to adorn the Captives when thefe Wretches
make their firil Entry into the Village of their Conquerors.

It is obfervable that the Men take very little Pains to adorn

The Ornaments
"^^^^ ^^^^^ Heads. It is juft the Re-

^1 w ^ verfe with the Women : They wear fcarcely
^ any Thing on it, they are only rond ot their

Hair, and they would think themfelves difgraced if it was cut

off ; therefore, when at the Death of a Relation they cut off

Part of it, they pretend by this to ihew the -greateft Grief for

their Lofs. To preferve their Hair they greafe it often, and
powder it with the Dufi of Spruce Bark, and fometimes with

Vermilion, then they wrap it up in the Skin of an Eel or

a Serpent, in the Falhion of Whifkers, which hang down to

their Waift. As to their Faces, they are fatisfied with tracing-

fome Lines on them with Vermilion, or other Colours.

Their Noilrils are never bored, and it is only among fome Na-
tions that they bore their Ears ; then they wear in them Pendants, x

as do alfo the Men, made of Beads of Porcelain. When they are

drefîed in their greateit Finery, they have Robes painted with
all Sorts of Figures, v/ith little Collars of Porcelain fet on them
without much Order or Symmetry, with a Kind of Border tole-

rably worked with Porcupine's Hair, which they paint alfo of
Various Colours. They adorn in the fame Manner the Cradles

of their Children, and they load them with all Sorts of Trin-

kets. Thefe Cradles are made of light Wood, and have at the

Upper End one or two Semicircles of Cedar, that they may co-

ver them without touching the Head of the Child.

Befides the Houfliold Work, and providing Wood for Fuel,

the Women have almoft always the fole Trouble of cultivating

the Lands : As foon as the Snow is melted, and the Waters
fufîiciently drained, they begin to prepare the Earth, which
confiils in ftirring it lightly with a Piece of Wood bent, the

Handle of which is very long, having firft fet Fire to the dry
Stalks of the Maiz and other Herbs that remained after the laft

Harveft. Befides that the Grain thefe People make Ufe of is

Summer
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Summer Grain, they pretend that the Nature of the Soil of this

Country will not allow of fowing any Thing before Winter,
But I believe the true Reafon why Seeds would not grow if

they were fowed in Autumn is, that they would be deftroyed by
the Winter, or rot at the melting of the Snow. It may alfo

be, and this is the Opinion of many Perfons, that the

Wheat they cultivate in Canada^ though originally brought from
Francey has in Procefs of Time contracted the Property of
Summer Seeds, which have not Strength enough to fhoot fe-

veral Times, as thofe do which we fow in September and Oc-
tober»

Beans, or rather Kidney-Beans, are fowed along with the

r\r • c Maiz, the Stalks of which ferve to fupport

. ^/5^'/r them: I think I have heard that the Sa.
zng and Hawejt.

^^^^^ received this Seed from us, on which
they fet a high Value, and it differs nothing from our's.

But I was furprifed that they make little or no Ufe of our Peas,

which have acquired in the Soil of Canada^ a Degree of Good-
nefs much fuperior to what they have in Europe, Sun-
Flowers, Water-Melons, and Pomkins are fet by themfelves ;

and before they fow the Seed, they make it Ihoot in Smoke,
in light and black Earth.

For the moft Part the Women help one another in the Work
of the Field, and when it is Time to gather the Harve.ft, they

have fometimes Recourfe to the Men, who do not difdain to

affift in it. It ends in a Feftival and Feaft, whiçh is made in the

Night: Grain, and other Fruits of the Earth, are kept in Holes,
which they dig in the Earth, and which are lined with large

Pieces of Bark. Many leave the Maiz in the Ear as it grows,
made up in Ropes as we do Onions, and fpread them on great

Poles over the Entrance of the Cabins. Others get out the

Grain, and fill great Balkets with it made of Bark, full of
Holes to hinder it from heating. But when they are obliged
to be abfent feme Time, or are afraid of fome Irruption of àa
Enemy, they make great Holes in the Earth to hide it, where
this Grain keeps very well.

In the northern Parts they fow little, and in many Places

Of the Maiz > ^^^7 purchafe the Maiz by
^ * Exchange. This Grain is very wholefome,

it Is nourifhing, and light of Digeftion. The moil common
Way of preparing it among our French Travellers is by Lixi*
vating, that is to fay, by boiling it fome Time in a Sort of Lie.

This Way keeps it a long Time ; they make Provilion of it for

long Journeys, and as they want it, they boil it again in Water,
or in Broth, if they have any Thing to make it of, and they put
a little Salt toit.

It
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It is not an unpleafant Food, bat many People are perfuaded
that too frequent Ufe ofit is prejudicial to Health, becaufe the Lye
gives it a corroiive Quality, the Effeds of which are felt in
Time. When the Maiz is in the Ear, and ftill green, fome
broil it on the Coals, and it has a very good Taile* Our Cana-
dians call it Bledgroule^ There is a particular Sort that opens
as foon as it is laid on the Fire, they call it Bledfleuri9 and it

IS very delicate. This is what they treat Strangers with. They
carry it in fome Places to Perfons of Diftindion, who arrive in a
Village, much in the fame Manner as they do in France the Pre-
fent of a Town.

Laftly, it is of this Grain they make the Sagzmitty^ which is

Ofthe Sae-amit-
common Food of the Savages. For

S * this Purpofe they begin by broiling it, then
^* they pound it, and take off the Hulk, then
they make a Sort of Broth with it, which is infipid enough
when they have no Meat, or Prunes to give it a Relifh. They
fometimes reduce it to Flour, which they call here Farine froide

(cold Flour) y and this is the beft Provifion that can be made for

Travellers. Thofe who travel on Foot cannot carry any other.

They alfo boil the Maiz in the Ear, while it is ftill foft, then
they broil it a little, they get out the Grain, and dry it ip the

Sun ; this they keep a long Time, and the Sagamitty they make
of it has a very good Tafte.

You will perceive. Madam, by the Detail of thefe MefTes,

that the Savages are not nice in their eating. We fhould think

that they have a very depraved Tafte, if it was'poffible to make a
£xed Rule for Tafte. They love Greafe, and it predominates in

all their Difties, if they can get it. A few Pounds of Candles
in a Kettle of Sagamitty makes them think it excellent. They
even fometimes put Things into it which cannot be mentioned,
and they are furprifedto fee our Stomachs turn at them.

The Nations of the South had only Veftels of baked Earth to

drefs their Me^t. In the North they ufed Kettles of Wood, and
they made the Water boil by throwing in Flints made red hot.

They found our Iron and Tin Kettles much more convenient,

and this is the Merchandize which we are fure to iînd a Vend for

when we trade with them. In the Nations of the Weft, the

wild Oats fupply the Want of Maiz : It is quite as wholefome,

and if it is not fo nourifliing, the Flefti of the Buffalo, which
abounds in thefe Parts, makes Amends for it. .

Among the wandering Savages, who never cultivate the

r\r h PI Earth, when the Chace and the Fiftiery fail,
U/ the Kock

their only Refource is a Kind of Mofs, which
Tnpe, and rotten ^^^^^ ^^^^^.^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^

French People call Tripe of the Rocks. No-
tWng is more infipid than this Mofs, which has but little Sub-

ftî^nce:
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ftaiice: Thi^ is being reduced to what is juft fofficient to keep

them from ftarving. I ftill find it harder to conceive, which yet

I have heard affirmed by Perfons of Credit, that fome Savages

eat by Way of Dainty a Sort of Maiz, which they leave to rot in

a {landing Water, as we do Hemp, and they take it out all black

and (linking. They add alfo, that tliofe who have a Liking to

fuch a ftrange Mefs as this is, will not lofe any of the Water, or

rather Mud, that drops from it, the Smell ofwhich alone would
make the Heart heave of any other People. It was probably

Neceffity that difcovered this Secret, and if this does not giv©

it all its Relifh, nothing proves more clearly that there is no
difputing about Taftes.

The Savage Women make Bread of Maiz, and tho' it is only

L J r ^ Mefs of Pafteill wrought, without Leaven,

AM and baked under the Alhes, thefe People
thematic.

find it very good, and treat their Friends

with it ; but it muft not be eaten hot : It is never kept when it

is cold. Sometimes they mix with it Beans, various Fruits,

Oil, and Greafe. They muft have good Stomachs that can

digeft fuch Hotch-potch.

The Sun-Flowers only ferve the Savages for an Oil, which
. ^ they rub themfelves with. They eet it more

Various Roots
^^^^ Seed than' from the

&c. and their Uje. ^^^^ ^^^^ p^^^^^ ^-^.^ ^^^^ j.^.^^^

little from a Sort of Potatoes, which we call in France Trpi-

nambours. The Potatoes which are fo common in the Weft-Indian

Illands, and in the Continent of South America^ have been

planted with Succefs in Louiftana, The continual Ufe which all

the Nations of Canada made of a Sort of Fetun, or wild To-
bacco, which grows every wheie in this Country, have made
fome Travellers fay that they fwallowed the Smoke, and that it

ferved them for Food ; but this is not found true, and was
founded only on obferving them often rem.ain a long Time with-

out eating. Since they have tailed our Tobacco, they can
fcarcely bear their Fetun^ and it is very eafy to fatisfy them on
this Head, for Tobacco grows very well here ; and they fay

alfo, that by chufing proper Soils, we nîiight have a moft-^xcellent

Sort.

The little Works of the Women, and which are their common

Works of the ^^P-^^X"^^^^ in' the Cabins, are to mak<?
/ e

'^pi^j.g^^ Qf ^i^ç inner Membranes of the Bark
Women^

^
^

r^^^^^
^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^.^^ ^^^^^

and they work it pretty nearly as we do Hemp. The Women
alfo dye every Thing : They make alfo feveral Works with

Bark, on v^hich they work fmall Figures with Porcupines Hair ;

They make^ little Cups, ©r other Utenfils of Wood 5 they paint

and
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and eihbroidôi- Roe-Buck Skins

; they knit Girdles and Garters
with the Wool of the Buffaloes.

As for the Men, they glory in their Idlenefs, and in Reality

Works of the ^ P^f^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ à.om^ no-

yj^
thing, in the Perfuafion that daily Labour
difgraces a Man, and is only the Duty of

the Women. Man, they fay, is only made for War, Hunting,
and Fifhing. Neverthelefs, it belongs to them to make ail Things
necelfary for thefe three Exercifes : Therefore, making Arms,
Nets, and all the Equipage of the Hunters and Fifhers, chiefly
belong to them, as well as the Canoes, and their Rigging,
the Ra^ets, or Snow Shoes, the building and repairing the
Cabins, but they often oblige the Women to aflill them. The
Chriftians employ themfelves fomething more, but they only
do it by Way of Penance.

Thefe People, before we had furnifhed them with Hatchets,

neir Tools
^^^^^ Tools, were greatly embarra/Ted

to cut down their Trees, and fit them for

life. They burnt them at the Foot, and to fplit and cut them,
they ufed Hatchets made of Flints, which did not break, but
took up a great deal of Time to fharpen. To fix them in the

Handle, they cut off the Head of a young Tree, and as if they

would have grafted it, they made a Notch in it, in which
they thrufl: the Head of the Hatchet. After fome Time,
the Tree, by growing together, kept the Hatchet fo fixed that it

could not come out ; then they cut the Tree to fuch a Length as

,

they would have the Handle.
Their Villages have generally no regular Form. The greatell

Th Form ofth
^^^^ antient Relations reprefent them

e otmoj- e
^ round Form, and perhaps their Authors

ytuages.
^^^^ g^^^^ ^^^^

imagine you fee. Madam, a Heap of Cabins without Order,
or being fet on a Line : Some like Cart-Houfes, others like

Tunnels built of Bark, fupported by fome Polls, fometimes
plaiUcred on the Outfide with Mud, in a coarfe Manner : In a

Word, built with lefs Art, Neatnefs, and Solidity, than the

Cabins of the Beavers. Thefe Cabins are about fifteen or twenty
Feet in Breadth, and fometimes a hundred in Length : Then they

Contain feveral Fires, for a Fire never takes up more than 30 Feet.

When the Floor is not fufficient for all the Inhabitants to

lleep on, the young People lay on a wide Bench, or a Kind of
Stage, about five or fix Feet high, that runs the whole Length of
the Cabin. The Furniture and the Provifions are over this,

placed on Pieces of Wood put acrofs under the Roof. For the

moft Part, there is before the Door a Sort of Porch, where the

young People fleep in the Summer, and which ferves for a

Wood-Houfe in the Winter. The Doors are nothing but

Bark,
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Bark, fixed up like the Umbrello of a Window, and they never
Ihut cîofe. Thefe Cabins have neither Chimnies nor Windows,
but they leave an Opening in the Middle of the Roof, by which
Part of the Smoke goes out, which they are obliged to fhut when
it rains or fnows ; and then they mult put out the Fire, if they

will not be blinded with the Smoke.
The Savages fortify themfelves better than they lodge : We
The Mann'^r of

^^^^ Villages pretty well palifiadoed with

f tif in ^^^tbem
where they always take Care to

jor ijying em-
j^iake a good Provifion of Water and

J^"^^^' Stones. The PaliiTadoes are even double,

and fometimes treble, and have commonly Battlements at the

laft Enclofure* The Polls they are compofed of are interwoven

with Branches of Trees, that leave no Place open. This was
fufficient to fupport a long Siege, before thefe People knew the

Ufe of Fire Arms. Every Village has a pretty large open Place,

but it is feldom of a regular Figure.

Formerly the Iroquois built their Cabins much better than the

other Nations, and than they do themfelves at prefent : They
fometimes wrought Figures in Relievo on their Cabins, tho' the

Work was very rude ; but fin ce in feveral Incurfions their Ene-
mies have burnt almofl all their Villages, they have not taken the

Pains to re-eftablifh them in their firft State. But ifthefe People take

fo little Pains to procure the Conveniencies of Life in the Places of
their ordinary Refidence, what can we think of their Encamp-*
ings in their Travels, and their Winter Quarters. An antient

Miffionary (a)y who to lay himfelf under a Neceffity of leani*

ing the Language of the Mo7itagnais, would accompany them
in their Hunting during the Winter, has given us an Account
of it, which I lhall transcribe almofl Word for Word.

Thefe Savages inhabit a Country very wild and uncultivatedA
Ofthei Winter

much as that which they chufe fo^
J ^^r in r

their Hunting. You muft march a long Time
^^r^* before you come to it, and you mull carry on

your Back all you W5.nt for five or fix Months, through Ways
fometimes fo frightful, that one can't conceive how the wild
Creatures can come here. If they had not the Precaution to fur-

nifh themfelves with the Bark of Trees, they would have no-

thing to defend them from the Snow and Rain during the Jour-
ney. As foon as they arrive at the Place propofed, they accom-
modate themfelves a little better ; but thisfconfifls only in not

being expofed continually to ail the Injuries of the Air.

Every Body is employed for this End ; and the MilTion^ries,

who at firil had no Body to ferve them, and for whoM

(a) Father Paul le Jetmc*

the
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the Savages had no Regard, were not fpared any more

than the reft , they did not even allow them a feparate Cabin

^

and they were obliged to lodge in the firft that would receive

them. Thefe Cabins, among the greateft Part of the Algonquin

Nations, are much in the Shape of our Ice-Houfes, round, and
ending in a Cone : They have no othfer Support but Poles,

lixed in the Snow, tied together at the Ends, and covered with

Pieces of Bark ill joined together, and not well fattened to the

Poles ; fo that the Wind comes through on every Side.

The fetting up thefe Cabins is but the Work of half an Hour
at moft. Some Branches of Pine ferve for Mats, and there are no
other Beds. The only Convenience attending this is, that theymay
be changed every Day. The Snow, which is heaped up round
about them, forms a Sort of a Parapet, which has its Ufe, for the

Winds do not pierce through it. By the Side, and under the

Shelter of this Parapet, they fleej^ as quietly on thefe Branches,

covered v/ith a poor Skin, as on the fofteft Bed. The Miffiona-

ries have fome Difficulty to accuftom themfelves to this Lodg-
ing, but Fatigue and Neceffity foon reconcile them to it. They
cannot fo well reconcile themfelves to the Smoke, which almoll

always fills the Top of the Cabin in fuch a Manner, that one
cannotftand upright in them without having one' s Head in a Sortof
a Cloud. This is no Trouble to the Savages, accuftomed from their

Childhood to fit or lie on the Ground all the Time they are in

their Cabins : But it is a great Puniftiment to the Fr^ch, who
can't reconcile themfelves to this Inadlion.

On the other Hand, the Wind, which enters as I before ob-

ferved, on all Sides, blows in a Cold that chills one Part, whilft

one is fmothered and broil'd on the other. Often one cannot dif-

linguilh any Thing at two or three Feet Diftance ; and our

Eyes water fo, that we are blinded : Sometimes, to get a

little Breath, we are forced to lie on our Bellies, with our

Mouths almoft clofe to the Ground. The Ihorteft Way would
be to go out ; but the greateft Part of the Time this is not to

be done ; fometimes becaufe of a Snow fo thick, that it darkens

the pay, and fometimes becaufe there blows a dry Wind, that cuts

the Face, and even ftiivers the Trees in the Forefts* Neverthe-

lefs, a Miffionary is obliged to fay his Office, to fing Mafs, and
to perform all the other Duties of his Miniftry.

To all thefe Inconveniencies we muft add another, which at

firft will feem a Trifle to you, bat which is reall'y very confidera-

ble ; it is the Troublefomenefs of the Dogs. The Savages have
always a great Number that follow them every where, and
which are very much attached to them ; they are not fawning, ^

becaufc they arc nxîver foodled, but they are bold and ikilful

punters.

I have
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I have already faid that the Savages break their Dogs very

early to that Sort of Hunting they are intended for ; I add, that

every Man muft have many, becaufe a great Number are de-

firoyed by the Teeth or the Horns of the wild Creatures, which
they attack with a Courage that nothing can daunt. Their
Matters tak« little Care to feed them : They live by what they

can catch, and this is not much, fo they are always very lean :

On the other Hand, they have little Hair, which makes them
very fenfiblc of the Cold. To keep themfelves warm, if they

can't come to the Fire, where it would be difficult for them all ta

find Room, though there ftiould be no Perfon in the Cabin, they
go and lie down on the firft they meet with ; and often one wakes
in the Night in a Surprize, almoft ftifled by two or three

Dogs. If they were a little more difcreet in placing themfelves,

their Company would not be very troublefome ; one could put up
with it well enough ; but they lie where they can : Drive
them away as often as you pleafe, they return dire6lly. ^Tis
much worfe in the Day-time ; as foon as any Meat appears, you
are incommoded with the Buftle they make to have their Share.

A poor Milfionary is lying on the Ground leaning on his El-
bow near the Fire, to fay his Breviary, or to read a Book, flriving

as well as he can to endure the Smoke ; and he muft alfo bear
the Perfecution of a Dozen Dogs, which do nothing but run
over him backwards and forwards after a Piece of Meat they have
difcovered. If he has Need of a little Reff;, it is hard for him
to find a little Nook, where he may be free from this Vexation,
If they bring him any Thing to eat, the Dogs get their Nofes
in his Difli before he can have his Hand in it ; and often while
he is employed in defending his Portion againfl thofe that attack
him in Front, there comes one behind that carries off half of it,

or by running agai nil him, beats the Difh out of his Hands, and
fpills the Sagamitty in the Alhes.

Oftentimes the Evils I have mentioned, are effaced by a
greater ; in Comparifon of which the others are nothing, ^ix.
Hunger. The Provifions they carry with them do not laft

long : They depend on the Chace, and that fails fometimes. It

is true, that the Savages can bear Hunger with as much Patience
as they take little Precaution to prevent it ; but they are fome-
times reduced to fuch Extremity, that they fink under it.

^ , The Miiïionary, from whom I took this Account, was obliged,
in his firfl Winter encamping, to eat the Eel Skins and Elk Skins,
with which he had patched his CafTock ; after which he was
forced to eat young Branches, and the fofteft Bark of Trees,
Neverthelefs, he Itood this Trial, without îofmg his Health ;

but all PerfoRS have not his Strength,

I i z The
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The Naftinefs alone of the Cabins, and the Stench which na-

cTL \T a- r ^ turally arifes from it, is a real Punifhmçnt to
V he rJa/ttnefs of u . o t • r - ^

the Sa^ao-es
^"^^ ^"^^ ^ oavage. It is eafy to judge

^ ^' how far both mull go among People who
never change their Linen or Clothes but when they drop to

f*ieces, and who take no Care to wafh them. In Summer they
bathe every Day ; but they rub themfelves diredlly with Oil or
Greafe of a flrong Scent. In Winter they continue in their
Filth, and in all Seafons one cannot enter into their Cabins with-
out being almofl: poifoned.

All they eat is not only without any Seafoning, and commonly
yery iniipid, but there reigns in their Meals a Slovenlinefs which
exceeds all Defcription. What I have feen, and what I have
heard, would frighten you. There are few Animals who do not
feed cleaner. And after we have feen what paffes among thefe

People in this Article, one can no longer doubt that Fancy has
à great Share in our Antipathies ; and that many MefTes, which
really hurt our Health, do not produce this Effeél but by the
Power of thefe Antipathies, and by the little Couragewe have
to conquer them.
We mull neverthelefs acknowledge, that Things are a little

changed in all thefe Articles fince our Arrival in this Country.
I have feen fome who have endeavoured to procure themfelves

fome Conveni'encies, which perhaps they will foon find it hard to

be deprived of. Some begin alfo to take a little more Precau-
tion not to find tliemfelves unprovided, when the Chace fails

;

and among thofe who dwell in the Colony, there is little to add
to make them arrive at the Point of having tolerable Necefia-
ries : But it is to be feared, when they are got fo far, they will

foon go farther, and feek for Superfluities, which will make
them more unhappy Hill, than they are at prefent in the midfl

of the greatell Indigence.

However, it will not be the Miffionaries who will expofe them
to this Danger. Being perfuaded that it is morally impolfible to

take' the exad Medium, and keep within it, they much rather

chufe to partake with thefe People of what is mofl troublefcme

in their Way of living, than to open their Eyes on the Means
of finding out Conveniencies : And indeed thofe who are Wit«
îiefTes of their Sufferings, can hardly conceive how they can fup-

port J:hem ; and the rather, becaufe they have no Relaxation,

and that all the Seafons have their particular Inconveniencies.

As their Villages are always fituated' near Woods, or on the

J . Side of fome Water, and often between both.
Ibe Incon^^em^

^^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^ hegms to grow warm, the
enaesof the Sum^

Mufketoes, and an infinite Number of other
tner Jor tpe ^a-

ç^^\\YXits, begin a Perfecution more grievous

than the Smoke^, which we are often obliged

to
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to call to our Afliftance ; for there is fcarce any other Remedy
againft the Stings of thefe little Infeéls, which fet all Parts of
the Body in a Flame, and do not fufFer you to fleep in Quiet.

Add to this, the frequent forced Marches, and always very

fatiguing ones, which one muft make to follow thefe Barbarians
5

fometimes in Water up to the WaiH, ancifometimes in Mud up to

the Knees ; in the Woods, thro' Brambles and Thorns, in Dan-
ger of being blinded ; in the open Country, where there is no
Shelter from the Heat of the Sun, which is as violent in Summer
as the "Wind is piercing in Winter.

If one travels in Canoes, the confined Poilure which one
mull: keep, and the Apprehenfions we are under at firfl: from
the extreme Weaknefs of thefe Vehicles, the Inadlion which
can't be avoided, theJlow Progrefs they make, which is retarded

by the leaft Rain, or a little too much Wind, the little Society

one can have with People who know nothing, and who never fpeak
when they are about any Thing, who offend you with their ilî

Smell, and who fill you with Filth and Vermin; the Caprices and
rough Behaviour which muft be borne with from thefe People ;

the Affronts to which one is expofed from a Drunkard, or a
Man who is put out of Humour by an unforefeen Accident, a
Dream, or the Remembrance of fome Misfortune ; the Covet-
ing, which is eafily produced in the Hearts of thefe Barbarians,

at the Sight of an Objed capable of tempting them, and which
has coll the Lives of feveral Miffionarles ; and if War is de-
clared between the Nations where they happen to be, the conti-

nual Danger they run, of being fuddenly reduced either to the

hardell Servitude, or to perifh in the mod horrible Torments :

This is, Madam, the Life which the MilTionaries (cfpecially the

firll) have led. If for fome Time pad it has been lefs fevere in

fome Refpedls, it has had for the Labourers of the Gofpel other

inward Troubles, and of Confequence more grievous ; which,
Ï2LÏ from being lefTened by Time, encreafe in the fame Meafurc
as the Colony encreafes, and as the natural Inhabitants of the
Country have more Communication with all Sorts of People.

In Ihort, to make a brief Portrait of thefe People : With a fa-

A Ih rt For ^^Z^ Appearance, and Manners and Cuftoms

trait of the Sa
^^^^^^ entirely barbarous, there is ob-

- " fervablq amongfl them a focial Kindnefs,
free from almoft all the Imperfedions

which fo often difturb the Peace of Society among us. Thej
appear to be without PafTion ; but they do that in cold Blood,
and fometimes through Principle, which the moft violent and
imbridied Paiîion produces in thofe who give no Ear to Reafon.
They feem to lead the moil wretched Life in the World ; and
they were perhaps the only happy People on Earth, before the

Knowledge
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Knowledge of the Objeéls, which fo much work upon and feduce
U5, had excited in them Deiires which Ignorance kept in Supine-
nefs ; and which have not as yet made any great Ravages among
them. Wedifcover in them a Mixture of the fierceft and the moll
gentle Manners, thelmperfedlions ofwild Beaîls, and Virtues and
Qualities of the Heart and Mind, which do the greateft Honour
to Human Nature. One would think at firft that they have no
Form of Government, that they acknowledge neither Laws nor
Subordination ; and that living in an entire Independence, they
fufFer themfelves to be folely guided by Çhançe, and the wildeR
Caprice : Neverthelefs, they enjoy almWî: ill the Advantages
that a Vv^eii regulated Authority can procure for the befl: go-
\^erned Nations. Born free and independent, they look with
Horror even on the Shadow of a defpotic Power ; but they fel-

dom depart from certain Principles and Cuftoms, founded on
good Senfe, which are to them inilead of Laws, and which in

fome Meafure fupply the Place of a lawful Authority. They
will not bear the leaft Reftraint ; but Reafon alone keeps them
in a Kind of Subordination ; which, for being voluntary, is not

the lefs efFedual to obtain the End intended.

A Man who fhould be highly efîeemed by them, would find

them docible enough, and would make them do almoft what he
pleafed ; but it is noteafy to obtain their Efteem to fuch a De-
gree : They never give it but to Merit, and to fuperior Merit ;

of which they are as good
^ Judges as thofe amongft us, who

think they have the moil Difcernment.

They rely much onPhyfiognomy, and perhaps there are noMen
in the World v/ho are better Judges of it. The Reafon is, that

they have none of that Refpeél for any Perfon whatfoever, which
feduQps us : And Hudying only pure Nature, they have a perfe^l

Knowledge of it. As they are not Slaves to Ambition andlntereH,

and that there is fcarce any Thing but thefe two Pallions which
has weakened in us that Senfe of Humanity which the Author of

Nature had graved in our Hearts, the Inequality of Conditions

is no Way neceffary to them for the Support of Society.

Therefore, Madam, we do not fee here, at leafb we feldom meet
v^ith thofe haughty Spirits, who, full of their own Grandeur, or

their Merit, almofl: fancy they are a different Species, difdaining

the reft of Mankind, by whom of Confequence they are never

trufted nor beloved ; who think none like themfelves, becaufe

the Jealoufy which reigns among the Great, does not permit

them to fee each other near enough ; who do not know them-
felves, becaufe they never ftudy their own Hearts, but always

flatter themfelves ; who do not conlider that to win the Hearts of
Men, we mufl. in fome Meafure make ourfelves their Equals :

Sq that with this pretended Superiority of Knowledge, which

9 they
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they look upon as the effential Property of the eminent Rank
they poffefs, the grcateft Part of them live in a proud and incu-

rable Ignorance of what concerns them the moH to know, and
never enjoy the true Pleafures of Life.

In this Country all Men think themfelves equally Men ; and

in M^n what they efteem moil, is the Man. Here is no Di--

ftinélion of Birth ; no Prerogative allowed to Rank, which hurts

the Rights of private Perfons ; no Preheminence given to Me-
rit, that infpires Pride, and which makes other People feel too

much their Inferiority. There is perhaps lefs Delicacy of Sen-

timents than among us, but more Juflnefs ; lefs of Ceremonies,

and of what may render them equivocal ; lefs of Confideration

to ourfelves.

Religion alone can bring to Perfeélion the good Qualities of
thefe People, and correct their evil ones ; this is common to

them with others, but what is peculiar in them is, that they ilart

fewer Obftacles when they begin to believe, which can only be
theWork of fpecial Grace. It is alfo true, that to eftablilh perfed:-

ly the Empire of Religion over them, they ought to fee it pra<5lifed

in all its Purity by thofe who profefs it ; they are very apt to be
fcandalized at the Behaviour of bad Chrifiiam, as all thofe are,

who are inftrudled for the firft Time in the Principles of the

Gofpel Morality.

You v/ill afk me. Madam, if they have any P^eligion ? to

this I reply, that we cannot fay they have none, but that it is

pretty hard to define what they have. I will entertain you more
fully on this Article, at my firft Leifure ; for though I am not

much employed here, I am fo often interrupted, that I fcarce

get two Hours in the Day to myfelf. This Letter, as well as

moft of the preceeding, will inform you, that I do not write re-

gularly. I content myfelf at prefent. with adding, to finifn the

Portrait of the Savages, that even in the moft indiiferent Ac-
tions, we find fome Traces of the primitive Religion, but which
cfcape the Obfervation of thofe, who do not confider them witk
Attention, becaufe they are ftill more eifaced through the Want
of Inftrudlion, than altered by the Mixture of a fuperftitious

Worlhip, or fabulous Traditions,

.I,ETTEa
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LETTER XXIII.

Of the Traditicnsy and of the Religion of the Savage^
Canada.

Madam, At the Fort of the Ri<ver Sr. Joseph, Sept, 8.

THIS Letter will be very long, if fome unforefeen Acci-
dent does not oblige me to put ofF to another Opportuni-

ty, what I have to entertain you with concerning the Belief, the
Traditions, and the Religion of our Savages.

Nothing is more certain, than that the Savages of this Conti-

cr/ -KT r ï^G^t ^ave an Idea of a firft Beine, but at theThe Notion of r ryy- .U- •
1 i- rr^i

the Sa^a es of the
Time nothing is more oblcure. They

r\ ' / 7!/f aeree, in o-eneral, in makinor him the firll Spi-Ongm of Man,
^ord and Creator of the World ; but

when we prefs them a little on this Article, to know what they
mean by the first Spitit, we find nothing but odd Fancies. Fa-
bles fo ill conceived, Syftems fo little digefted, and fo little Uni-
formity, that one can fay nothing regular on this Subjed. They
fay that the Sioiix come much nearer than the reft to what we
ought to think of this firft Principle. But the little Intercourfe

we have had with them hitherto, has not afforded me an Oppor-
tunity of learning their Traditions, as far as I could have wiihed,

to fpeak of t^iem with any Certainty.

Almoft all the Algonquin Nations have given the Name of the

Great Hare to the hrft Spirit; fome call him Michabou, oÛiqvs

Atahocan, Tlie greateft Part fay, that being fupported on the

Waters with all his Court, all compofed of four-footed Creatures

like himfelf, he formed the Earth out of a Grain of Sand, taken

from the Bottom of the Ocean ; and created Men of the dead
Bodies of Animals. There are fome alfo that fpeak of a God of
the Waters who oppofed the Defign of the Great Harey or at

leaft refufed to favour it. This God is, according to fome, the

great Tiger, but it is to be cbferved, that there are no true Tigers
in Canada y therefore this Tradition might probably be derived

from fome other Country, Lailly, they have a third God named
Matccmeky whom they invoke during the Winter, and of whom I

could learn nothing particular.

The Arejkoui cf the Hitrons^ and the Agrejkoue of the Iroquois^

is in the Opinion of thefe People the Supreme Being, and the God
of War. Thefe People do not give the fame Origin to Men as the

Algcnciiinsy and they do not go fo far back as the Creation of the

Worlds
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World. They fay there were fix Men in the World at firfl ; and
when we alk them v/ho placed them there, thèy anfwer, that

they know not. They add, that one of thefe Men went up into

Heaven, to feek a Woman there named Afahentjîc, with whom he
lived, and who foon appeared to be with Child ; that the Lord
of Heaven perceiving it, threw her down from the highefb Part

of Heaven, and fhe was received on the Back of a Tor-
toife. That fhe brought forth two Children, one of which
killed the other.

They have no Tradition after this, either of the other live Men,
or even of the Hufband of Atahentficy who according to fome
had but one Daughter, who was Mother of Thaouitfarony and of
Joufkeka, The latter who was the Eldeft killed his Brother, and
foon after his Grandmother left the Care of governing the World
to him. They fay farther, that Atahentjic is the Moon, and
Joufkeka is the Sun. There is, as you fee, Madam, nothing re-

gular in all this ; for the Sun is often taken for Arejkoui, as be-
ing a great Spirit : But is there lefs Contradi6lion in the Theo-
logy of the Egyptians and the Greeks, who are the firft Sages of
the Pagan Antiquity ? It is the Nature of Falfehood to contradidl

itfelf, and to have no Principle.

The Gods of the Savages have, according to their Notion,

Their Notion of
^^^^ much in the fame Manner as

Stirits^
^ without any of the Inconvenien-

^^^^ ^*
cies which we are fubjeft to. The Term iS]^/-

r/Vfignifies among them only a Being of a more excellent Nature
than the reft. They have no Term.s to exprefs what exceeds the

Limits of their Underftanding, which is extremely confined in

every Thing that is not the Objeél of their Senfes, or in com-
mon Ufe : But they give neverthelefs to their pretended Spirits

a Kind of Immenfity, which renders them prefent in all Places ;

for wherever they happen to be, they invoke them, they fpeak to

them, and they fuppofe that the Spirits hear what they fay to

them,, and that they ad in Confequence thereof. To all the Quel-

tions we afk thefe Barbarians, to know more, they anfwer this is

all they have been taught ; and it is only fome old Men who
have been initiated in their Myfteries who know fo much.

According to the Iroquois, the Pofterity of Joufkeka went no
farther than the third Generation ; there came then a Deluge,
from which no Perfon efcaped, and to re-people the Earth Beafts

were changed to Men. For the reft, Madam, the Notion
of a univerfal Deluge is generally received among the Ame*
ricans but one can fearce doubt ; but that there has been one of a

much frefher Date, which was confined to America. I ftiould ne-

ver make an End, was I to mention all the Stories the Savages
tell about their principal Deities, and the Origin of the World :

K k But
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But befides the firft Being, or the Great Spirit, and the oxhcf

Gods which are confounded with him, they have an infinite

Number of Genii, or Subaltern Spirits, good and evil, which
have their particular Worfliip.

The Iroquois place Atahentfic at the Head of the evil Spirits^

Ofthe Good anà
niake Joujkeka the Chief of the Good^

1 r
^" They even confound him fometimes with

tmli^enii.
^j^^ ^j^^ expelled his Grandmother

from Heaven, for fufFering herfelf to be feduced by a Man.
They addrefs themfelves to the evil Genii, only to beg that they

would do them no Harm; but they fuppofe that the others watch
over Men for their Good, and that every Man has his own Genius.

In the Huron Language they call them Okkis, and in the Algon^

^uitiy Manitous. They have Recourfe to them when they are

m any Danger, when they go on any Enterprize, and when they

would obtain fome extraordinary Favour. They think they may
alk any Thing of them, however unreafonable it may be, or

however contrary even to good Behaviour and Honefty. But
Children, they fuppofe are not born under their Proteflion.

They muft firft know how to handle a Bow and Arrows, to merit

this Favour. There muft alfo be fome Preparations to receive it.

This is the mofl important Affair of Life. Thefe are its prin^

cipal Ceremonies :

They begin by blacking the Face of the Child ; then it mult

The necp.ffar
eight Days, without having the

e necp^ar^
leall Nourilhment ; and during this Time his

repara tons 0 - Guardian Genius muft appear to him
tain a Guardian

Dreams. The empty Brain of a poor
Child, juft entering on the firft Stage of Youth,

can't fail of furnifhing him with Dreams ; and every Morning
they take great Care to make him relate them. However, the

Falling often ends before the Time appointed, as few Children

have Strength to bear it fo long ; but that creates no Difficulty.

They are acquainted here, as in other Places, with the conveni-

ent Ufeof Difpenfations. The Thing which the Child dreams
of moft frequently, is fuppofed to be his Genius ; but no doubt

this Thing was conlidered at firft only as a Symbol, or Shape
under which the Spirit manifefts himfelf : But the fame has hap-

pened to thefe People, as to all thofe who have erred from the

primitive Religion : They have attached themfelves to the Re-
prefentation, and have loft Sight of the Reality.

Ncverthelefs, thefe Symbols fignify nothing of themfelves :

Sometimes it is the Head of a Bird, fometimes the Foot of an
Animal, or a Piece of Wood : In a Word, the moft ordinary

Things, and the leaft valued. They preferve them, however,
with a^HiuchCare as the Antients did thejr FmaUs. There is

even
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even nothing in Nature that hath not its Spirit, if we believe the

Savages ; but they are of all Degrees, and have not the fame
Power. When they do not comprehend a Thing, they aflign

to it a fuperior Genius, and their Way of Exprelfion in this Cafe
is to fay, // is a Spirit, It is the fame for ftronger Reafons with
Refped to Men, thofe who have fingular Talents, or who do ex-

traordinary Things, they fay are Spirits ; that is to fayy they

have a Guardian Genius of a more exalted Degree than Men
in general.

Some, efpecially the Jugglers, endeavour to perfuade the

Multitude that they are fometimes in a Trance. This Madnefs
has exifted at all Times, and among all Nations, and has given
Birth to all the falfe Religions. The Vanity, which is fo natural

to Mankind, has never imagined a more effectual Method to

j-ule over the Weak : The Multitude at laft draw after them
thofe who pride themfelves moft in their Wifdom. The Ameri-
€a?t Impoftors are not behind-hand with any in this Point, and
they know how to obtain all the Advantages from it which they

propofe. The Jugglers never fail to publifh, that during their

pretended Extacies, their Genii give them great Informations of
Things done at the greateft Dillance, and of future Events ; and
as by Chance, if we will not allow the Devil any Share in it,

they fometimes happen to divine or guefs pretty right, they

acquire by this a great Reputation : They are reckoned Genii of
the firft Order.

As foon as they have declared to a Child what he mull for

Sometim'^s the
Time to come^ook upon as his Guardian

chan^^thir GeriU
tîiey^tnîfrud him carefully of the

mid^oh
^ * Obligation he is under to honour him, to

n <wjy.
follow the Council he fhail receive from him

in his Sleep, to merit his Favours, to put all his Truft in him,
and to dread the EfFeéls of his Anger if he negleds his Duty
towards him. The Feflival terminates in a Feaft, and the Cuf-
tom is alfo to prick on the Body of the Child, the Figure of his

Okki, or his Manitou. One would imagine that fuch a folemn
Engagement, the Mark of which can never be effaced, fliould

he inviolable
; neverthelefsj there needs only a Trifle to break

it.

The Savages do not eafdy acknowledge themfelves in the

Wrong, even with their Gods, and make no Difficulty to juftify

themfelves at their Expence : Therefore, the firft Time they have
Occafion to condemn themfelves, or to lay the Blame on their

Guardian Genius, the Fault always falls on the latter. They
feek another without any Ceremony, and this is done with the
fame Precautions as at firfl. The Women have alfo their Mani-
tQMh or their Okkis^ but they do not fo much regard them as the

Kk ^ Men;
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Men ; perhaps, becaufe they do not find them fo much Employ-
ment.
They make to all thefe Spirits different Sorts of Offerings; which

<? ^ // y^^ pleafe, Sacrifices. They

Sa^afs''' ^^^?'^ ^''^'^ ^^^^^
âges»

Tobacco, or Birds that have had their Throats
cut, to render the God of the Waters propitious to them. In
Honourof the Sun, andfometimes alfo of the inferior Spirits, they
throw into the Fire Part of every Thing they ufe, and which they
acknowledge to held from them. It is fometimesout of Gratitude,

but oftener through Intereii : Tiieir Acknowledgment alfo is in-

terelled ; for thefe People have no Sentiments of the Heart towards
their Deities. We haveobferved alfo on fome Occafions aKind of
Libations, and all this is accompanied with' Invocations iu

myfcerious Terms, which the Savages could never explain to

the Europeans, either that in Fa6l they have no Meaning, or that

the Senfe of them has not been tranfmitted by Tradition

with the Words ; perhaps alfo they keep it as a Secret from
us.

We find alfo Collars of Porcelain, Tobacco, Ears of Maiz,
Skins, and whole Animals, efpecially Dogs, on the Sides of
difficult and dangerous Ways, on Rocks, or by the Side of the

Faîis ; and thefe are fo many Offerings made to the Spirits which
prefide in thefe Places. I have already faid that a Dog is the

mofc common Vidim that they facrifice to them : Sometimes they

hang him up alive on a Tree by the hind Feet, and let him
die there raving mad. The "War Feaft, which is always of
Dogs, may very v/ell alfo pafs for a Sacrifice. In fhcrt, they

render much the fame Honours to the mifchievous Spirits, as to,,

thofe that are benefcent, when they have any Thing to fear

from their Malice.

Thus, Madam, among thefe People, whom fom.e have repre-

Qffi p^n. fented as having no Idea of Religion, or a
y/ ^y^-f-

Deity, almoU every Thing appears to be the

Objeft of a Religious Worlliip, or at leaft to have fome Relation

to it. Some have f^mcled that their Fafts were only intended to ac-

cuftorn them to bear Hunger, and I agree that they may be partly

defignedfor this End ; but all the Circumftances v/hich accompany
them, leave no Room to doubt that Religion is the principal

Motive; was it only their Attention, which I have fpoken of, to

obferve their Dreams during that Time; for it is certain that thefe

Dreams are efieemed as real Oracles, and Notices from Heaven.

There is ilili lefs Room to doubt that Vows are among thefe

y People pure Ads of Religion, and the Cuftom
/ yo^vs.

^^^^ abfolutely the fame as with us. For

Inftance, when they are out of Provifions, as it often happens ir/

their
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their Journies and in their Huntings, they promife their Genii

to give in Honour of them, a Portion of the firft Beaft they fhall

kill to one of their Chiefs, and not to eat till they have perform-

ed their Promife. If the Thing becomes impoflible, becaufe the

Chief is at a great Diftance, they burn what was defigned for

him, and make a Sort of Sacrifice.

Formerly the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Acadia

had in their Country, on the Side of the Sea, a very old

Tree, of which they ufed to tell many wonderful Stories, and
which was always loaded with Offerings. • The Sea having laid

all its Roots bare, it fupported itfelf ft ill a long Time againft

the Violence of the AVijids and Waves, which confirmed

the Savages in their Notion, that it was the Seat of fome great

Spirit : Its Fall was not even capable of undeceiving them, and
as long as there appeared fome Ends of the Branches out of the

Water, they paid it the fame Honours as the whole Tree had re-

ceived while it was ftanding.

Thegreateft Part of their Feafts, their Songs, and their Dances

cTL ' f appear to me to have had their Rife from
I he Apmty of

p^^i^ ^^^^ to preferve fome Traces

, , «i> of It; but one muft have good Eyes, or ra-
^ J^^^^* ther a very lively Imagination, to perceive

in them all that fome Travellers have pretended to difcover. I

have met with fome who could not help thinking that our Sa-

vages were defcended from the Je^.vs, and found in every Thing
fome Affinity between thefe Barbarians and the People of God.
There is indeed a Refemblance in fome Things, as not to ufe

Knives in certain Meals, Sc not to break the Bones of the Beaft they

eat at thofe Times, and the Separation of the Women during the

Time of their ufual Infirmities. Some Perfons, they fay, have
heard them, or thought they heard them, pronounce the Word
Hallelujah in their Songs : But who can believe, that when
they pierce their Ears and Nofes, they do it in Purfuance of the

Law of Circumcifion ? On the other Hand, don't we know that

the Cuftom of Circumcifion is more antient than the Law that

was given to Abraham and his Pofterity ? The Feaft they make
at the Return of the Hunters, and of which they muft leave no-
thing, has alfo been taken fora Kind of Burnt- Offering, or for a

Remain of the Paftbver of the Ifraelites ; ajld the rather, they

fay, becaufe v/hen any one cannot compais his Portion, he may-

get the Afiiftance of his Neighbours, as was pradifed by the

People of God, when a Family was not fufticient to eat the whole
Pafchal Lamb.
An antient Milfionary (a)^ vv^ho lived a long Time with the O//-

^hnr Priefls
taouais, h.2i^ written, that among thefe Savages

^ar lej s.
p^^^ performs the Office of a Prieft at

faJ Father Claude Allouera, a Jefuit.

the



2^4 Hijîorîcal Journal of

the Feafls, which I have juft mentioned ; that they begin by
giving Thanks to the Spirits for the Succefs of the Chace ; af-

terwards another takes a Loaf of Petuny breaks it in two, and
throws it into the Fire. This is certain, that thofe who have men-
tioned them as a Proof of the FofTibility of Atheifniy properly fo

called, are not acquainted with them. It's true that they never

difcourfe about Religion, and that their extreme Indolence on this

Point has always been the greateft Obftacle we have met with iq

converting them to Chriftianity. But however little they dif-

courfe about it, we fhould do wrong to conclude from thence

that they have no Idea of God.
Indolence is their prevailing Charader : It appears even in

the Affairs which concern them moft : But in Spite of this Fault,

in Spite even of that Spirit of Independence in which they are

bred, no People in the World have a greater Dependence on the

confufed Ideas they have preferved of the Deity ; even to that De-
gree, that they attribute nothing to Chance, and that they draw
'Omens from every Thing ; which they believe, as I have faid

before, are Notices from Heaven.
I have read in fome Memoirs, that many Nations of this Con-

Feâals amon
^^"^^^ ^^ve formerly had young Maids, who

ejta s among
never had any Converfation with Man, ^nd

the bavâmes, -it -^l^ never married. I can neither warrant, nor

€ontradi6l this Fad.- Virginity is of itfelf a State fo perfedt,

that it is no Wonder it has been refpeéled in all the Countries

of the World: But our oldeil MifTionaries have faid nothing, ,

that I know of, of thefc VeJdals ; though many agree concern-

ing the Efteem they had for Celibacy in fome Countries. I

find alfo, that among the Hurons and the Ircquois there were,

not long fince, a Kind of Hermits, who obferved Continence ;

and they fhew us fome very falutary Plants, which the Savages

fay have no Virtue, if they are not adminillered by Virgin Hands.
The Belief the beft ellablilhed amongft owx Americans ^ is that

neirThou ks
Immortality of the Soul. Neverthe-

/ oug s
lefs they do not believe it purely fpiritual,

@f the Immortality ,i ^i • r> *• « j / r ..u

cf the Soul
no more than their Genii; and to Ipeak the

^ * Truth, they cannot well define either one
or the other. When we afk what they think of their Souls,

they anfwer, they are as it were the Shadows, and the animated
Images of the Body : And 'tis in Confequence of this Princi-

ple, that they believe every Thing is animated in the Univerfe.

Therefore it is entirely by Tradition that they hold that our
Souls do not die. In the different ExprefTions they ufe to ex-
plain themfelves on this Subject, they often confound the Soul
with its Faculties, and the Faculties with their Operations^

thougli^
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though they know very well how to make the Diftinflion, when
they chufe to fpeak corre6lly.

They fay alfothat the Soul, fepafated from the Body, has ftill

erf ' \r r the fame Inclinations it had before ; and this
Their Notion of ^^^^^^ . .

^.^j^ ^^^^^
cujhat becomes of ^j^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ j.^.^^^
the boni, ybenje^

^j^^ perfuaded, that the Soul remains near
parated from the

^^^^^^^ ^.jj ^.^^ p^^-^^j ^j^^ ^^^^^
which I fhall prefently mention ; that after-

wards it goes into the Country of Souls, where, according ta

fome, it is transformed into a Dove.
Others think there are two Souls in every Man : They attri-

y^,, , tribute to one all I have juJd mentioned :
yyhy they carry .

^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^
Fro^iftons to the

j^^^ ^^^^^^^ . ^^^^^ neverthelefs

feldom happens, they fay, but to the Souls of
Children ; which having little enjoyed Life, are allowed to be-

gin a new one. For this Reafon, they bury Children by the

Sides of Highways, that the Women, as they pafs by, may ga^

ther their Souls. Now thefe Souls, which fo faithfully keep
Company with their Bodies, mull: be fed ; and it is to fulfil this

Duty, that they carry Provifions to the Tombs : But this does

not laid: long, and thefe Souls mull accuftom themfelves in Time
to faft. It is hard enough fometimes to get a Subfiftence for the

Living, without burthening themfelves farther with providing

Food for the Dead.

But one Thing which thefe Peopîe never fail to perform, ia

q-r -p r 7 whatfoever Extremity they find themfelves^
I he frejentstbey

.^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ g .^^ ^^^^
make to the Dead.

^^^.^j^ ^j^^ ^.^j^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^
only carry to the Grave all that the Deceafed pollened, but

âlfo Prefents from their Friends and Relations.- They
were highly provoked, when they faw fome French open the

Graves, to get the Gowns of Beaver Skins in which the Dead
were buried. The Graves are fa facred in this Country, that

to profane them is the greateft Hollility that can be committed
âgainft a Nation, and the greateft Sign that they will come to no
Terms with them.

I have mentioned that the Souls, when theTime is come that they

Of the Countr P^^^ ^^^^ fro.m their Bodies, go to a

4f Souls
^ ^ Region which is appointed to be their everlail-

^ ing Abode. This Country, fay the Savages,
is very far to the Weft, and the Souls are feveral Months travel-

ling thither. They have alfo great Difficulties to furmount, and
they run through great Dangers before they arrive there. They
ipeak efpecially of a River they have to pafs, wiierc many have

9 bees;
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been wrecked ; of a Dog, from which they find it hard to de-

fend themfelves ; of a Place of Torment, where they expiate

their Faults ; of another, where the Souls are tormented of the

Prifoners of War that have been burnt.

This Notion is the Reafon why, after the Death of thefe

Wretches, for Fear their Souls fhould ftay about the Cabins, to

revenge their Sufferings, they very carefully vifit all Places,

flriking continually with a Stick, and fending forth hideous Cries,

to drive away thefe Souls.

The Iroquois fay, that Atahentsic makes her ordinary Re-
lidence in this Tartarus, and that fhc is folely employed in de-

ceiving Souls, to deftroy them. But Jouskeka omits nothing
to defend them againft the evil Defigns of his Grandmother.
Among the fabulous Stories which they tell of what paffes in

this Hell, v/hich fo much refembles thofe of Homer and Virgil,

there is one that feems to be copied from the Adventure of Or-
fheus and Eurydice, There is fcarce any Thing in it to change
but the Names.

For the reft, Madam, the Happinefs which the Savages hope

Honjj the tre ^^PY their fancied Elijium, they do
jey pre-

j^Qi^^çr^ivà. precifely as the Reward of Vir-
tend to ment eter- ^ Vp i, u j nr ^ 1

nal Hattinefs
^ nave been a good Hunter, a gal-

na app js.
j^^^^ Warrior, fortunate in all his Enter-

prizes, to have killed and burnt a great Number of Enemies ;

thefe are the only Titles which give them a Right to their Pa-
radife : All the Happinefs of which confifts in finding a hunt-
ing and fifhing Place that never fails, an eternal Spring, great

Plenty of all Things, without being obliged to labour, and all

the Pleafures of Senfe : And this is all they afk of their Gods
in their Life. All their Songs, which are originally their Prayers,

run only on the prefent Good. There is no Mention made,
no more than in their Vows, of a future Life. They think

themfelves fure of being happy in the other World, in Propor-

tion to what they have been in this.

The Souls of Beafts have alfo their Place in the Country of

Of the Souls of
^^"^^ ^ ^^^^ according to the Savages, they

/ ou s J l^^g immortal than our's. They alfo
^' allow them a Sort of Reafon ; and not only

each Species, but alfo each Animal, if we may believe them, has

alfo its Guardian Genius. In a Word, they make no Difference

between us and Brutes, but that our Souls are fomething of a

better Sort^ Man, they fay, is the King of Animals, which
have all the fame Attributes ; but Man poifefTes them in a much
higher Degree. They believe alfo that in the other World there

are Models of all Sorts of Souls 5 but they don't trouble them-r

felves



Travels in North Ameficd. * 2^7
felves much to explain the Idea ; and in general they are little

concerned about thofe that are purely fpeculative. And have the
wifeft Philofophers of Pagan Antiquity, who have taken fuch im-
menfe Pains to explain them, have they made a much greater

Progrefs than the Savages ? We mull: always lofe ourfeTves in

thefe dark Ways, unlefs we are guided by the Light of Faith.

There is nothing in which the Savages have fliewn more Su-

The Nature of P^^^^^^^^ Extravagance, than in what

Dream a ^^d'
regards their Dreams ; but they differ much

to the Sa^a^es
Manner of explaining their Thoughts

0 e aruages.
^-^^^ Matter. Sometimes it is the reafon-

able Soul that wanders out, while the fenfitive Soul continues to

animate the Body. Sometinies it is the familiar Genius that

gives good Advice about future Events. Sometimes it is a Vifit

. they receive from the Soul of the Objed: they dream of. But
in whatfoever Manner they conceive of a Dream, it is always

regarded as a facred Thing, and as the Means which the Gods
moll ufually employ to declare their Will to Men.

PrepoffefTed with this Idea, they can't conceive that we fhould

-take no Notice of them. For the moH Part they look upon them
às Defires of the Soul, infpired by fome Spirit, or an Order from
it. And in Confequence of this Principle, they make it à Duty
of Religion to obey thefe Commands. A Savage having
dreamt that his Finger was cut off, really had it cut off when he
awoke, after he had prepared himfelf for this important Âélion

by a Feafl. Another dreaming ^hat he was a Prifoner in thé

Hands of his Enemies, was greatly embarrafTed. He confulted

the Jugglers, and by their Advice he got himfelf tied to a Poll,

and burnt in feveral Parts of the Body.
There are fome Dreams lucky, and fome unfortunate : For

Inftance, to dream they fee many Elks, is, they fay, a Sign of
Life : To dream of Bears, is a Sign they will die foon. I have oh-
ferved before, that we muH except thofe Times when they prepare

for hunting thofe Animals. But to let you fee. Madam, to what
an Extravagance thefe Savages carry this Matter of Dreams, Ï

will relate to you a Faél attefted by two .undeniable Witneifes,

who faw the Thing with their own Eyes.

Two MifHonaries were travelling with fome. Savages ; and

A Stor on this
Night, when all their Condudors were

^ L' n faft afleep, one of them flarted up in a Fright
' quite out of Breath, trembling, itrivin^ to

cry out, and beating himfelf as if he had been poiTefled wiih a

Devil. At the Noife he made, every Body were foon up.
. At

firH they thought the Man was feized with a Fit of Madnefs :

They took hold of him, and did all they could tc quiet him,
but to no Purpofe ; His Fury ftill encreafed i and ai îltey could

L i
•

nut
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not hold him sny longer, they hid all the Arms for Fear of fome
Accident. Some thought it proper to prepare a Draught for

him, made of Certain Herbs of great Virtue ; but, when they
leaft expelled it, the pretended Madman jump'd into the River.

He was taken out immediately, and he complained of Cold ;

yet he would not come near a good Fire that was prefently made :

He fat down at the Foot of a Tree ; and as he feemed more
calm, they brought him the Drink they had prepared for him.

Ton muft gi^e it to this Child^^^ (faid he) and what he called a
Child, was the Skin of a Bear ftuffed with Straw : He was
obeyed, and they poured all the Drink into the Jaws of this Fi-

gure : Then they afk'd him, what it was that troubled him ?

/ ha've dreamt (replied he) that a Huart (a Kind of Cor*
** morant) is got into my Stcfnach,^^ Then they all fella laugh-
ing : But fomething was to be done to cure his Imagination ;

and the Method they took for it, was as follows :

They all began to counterfeit themfelves mad, and to cry out
as loud as they could, that they had alfo an Animal in their

Stomachs; but they did not chufe to jump into the River ta

drive them out, as it was very cold ; they had rather fweat

themfelves. The whimfical Perfon liked this Advice very welL
They prefently made a Stove, and they entered into it, crying
out as loud as they could bawl : Then they all began to coun-
terfeit the Cry of the Animal, which they pretended was in their

Stomachs ; one a Goofe, another a Duck, another a Buftard,

another a Frog : The Dreamer alfo counterfeited his Huart. But
the Joke was, that all the reft beat Time, by ftriking upon him
with all their Strength, with Defign to tire him and make him
fleep. For any but a Savage, there was Beating enough to hinder

him from clofmg his Eyes for many Days ; neverthelefs, they ob-

tained what they defired. The Patient flept a long Time, and.

when he awoke he was cured ; feeling no EfFe6t§ 0f the Sweat-

ing, which was enough to have weakened him^^fèatly, nor of
the Blows with which he was bruifed all over ; having loft even

the Remembrance of a Dream, for which he had paid fo dear.

But it is not the Perfon alone, who has had a Dream, that

^ , muft fatisfy the Obligations that he imagines»

^
Hojw^ they are

impofed on him by it ; but it would alfo
attsjiea about

^

a
^ ^^.^^ _ p^^.^^^^ ^^^^^ addreffes

Dreanuy^hen zt is
^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ j^.^ Thing he de-^

ioonardto accom-
fired in dreaming. And you muft perceive,

fljjh Its Injiruc- Madam, that this may have difagreeable ,Con-

^^^^•^V fequences. But as the Savages are not Self-

interefted, they abufe this Principle much lefs than they would
in other Places* If the Thing defired is of fuch a Nature that

î£ çaniict t^e fiiyplied by ^ private Perfon, the Public takes Care
cf
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of the Matter ; and if it muft be fought for five hundred Leagues
off, it muft be found at any Rate ; and it is not to expreffed

with how much Care, they keep it when they have got it. If
it is an inanimate Thing, they are more eafy, but if it is an
Animal, its Death caufes furprizing Uneafmefs.
The Affair is more ferions ftiJl, if any one takes it into his

Head to dream that he knocks another's Brains out, for he does

it in Fadl if he can ; but he muft expeft the fame if any o-

ther takes a Fancy in his Turn to dream that he revenges thç

dead. On the other Hand, with a little Prefence of Mind, it is

cafy to get out of this Trouble : It is only knowing how to op-
pofe immediately fuch a Dream with another that contradi<às

it. Then fays the the firft Dreamer, I fee plainly that your
Spirit is ftronger than mine, therefore let us talk no more
about it.'* Neverthelefs, they are not all fo eafily quieted ;

but there are few that are not fatisfied, or whofe Genius is not
appeafed by fome Prefent.

\Jl know not if Religion has ever had any Share in what they ge-

Of the Fefîi^al ^^^^^^X Feftp-ual of Dreams^ and which
/ ^"^^

Iroquoisy and fome others, have more pro-
of Drea?ns. , n j w . • ^ d • n^i.- •

*^ P^^V ^^^J^^d the turning of the hrain» 1 his is

a Kind of BacthanaU which commonly lafts fifteen Days, and is

celebrated about the End of Winter.

They ad at this Time all Kinds of Fooleries, and every one
runs from Cabin to Cabin, difguifed in a thoufand ridiculous

Ways : They break and overfet every Thing, and no Body dares
to contradict it. Whoever chufes not to be prefent in fuch 7h

Confufion, nor to be expofed to all the Tricks they play, muft
keep out of the Way. If they meet any one, they defire him to

guefs their Dream, and if they guefs, it is at their Expence,
he muft give the Thing they dreamt of. When it ends,

they return every Thing, they make a great Feaft, and they only ,

think how to repair the fad EfFeds of the Mafquerade, for moft
commonly it is no trifling Bufinefs : For this is alfo one of thofe

Opportunities which they wait for, without faying any Thing,
to give thofe a good Drubbing who they think have done them
any Wrong. But when the Feftival is over, every Thing muft
be forgot.

I find the Defcription of one of thefe Feftival s in the Journal

ADefcrittionof
^ -'^^^^"^^X (^)'> who was forced to be a

r {jr ^i^^a- Spedlator of it much againft his Will, at On-
€ne of thefe Jt efti- ^ ^ r j r

^ah nontagiie, it was thus oblerved : It v/as

proclaimed the 2|d of February , and it was
done by the Elders, with as muçh Gravity a^ if it had been a

(a) Father Claude Dahhn.

h 1 2 weighty
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weighty Affair of State. They had no fooner re-entered their
Gabinsy but inilantly there came forth Men, Women, and Chil-
dren, aîmoft quite naked, though the Weather was exceffive cold.
Th-ey entered dire6lly into all the Cabins, then they went rav-
ing about on every Side, without knowing whither they went,
or what they would have: One would have taken them for
People drunk, or ftark mad.
Many carried their mad Freaks no further and appeared no more :

Others were refolved to make Ufe of the Privilege of the Fefti*
val, during which they are reputed to be out of their Senfes,
and of Confequence not refponfible for what they do, and fo
revenge their private Quarrels. They did fo to fome Purpofe : On
foniè they threw whole Pails full of Water, and this Water,
which froze immediately, was enough to chill them with Cold
who were thus ufed. Others they covered with hot Afhes, or all

Sorts of Filth : Others took lighted Coals, or Fire-brands, and
threw them at the Head of the firft they met : Others broke
every Thing in the Cabins, falling upon thofe they bore a Grudge
to, and beating them unmercifully. To be freed from this

Perfecution, one muftguefs Dreams, which often one can form
no Conception of.

The Miffionary and his Companion were often on the Point
of being more than WitnefTes of thefe Extravagancies : One of
thefe Madmen went into a Cabin, where he had feen them
take Shelter at the firft. Happy for them, they were juft gone
out ; for there was great Reafon to think this furious Fellow in-

tended them fome Harm. Being difappointed by their Flight,
he cried out, that they muft guefs his Dream, and fatisfy it

immediately : As they v/ere too long about it, he faid, /
imuji kill ^Frenchman : Immediately the Mailer of the Cabin
threw him a French Qo-àt, to which this Madman gave feveral

Stabs.

Then he that had thrown the Coat, growing furious in his

Turn, faid he would revenge the Frenchma?t^ and burn the whole
Village to the Ground. He began in Faél by fetting Fire to

his own Cabin, where the Scene was iirll a6led; and when all

the rail were gone out, he fhut himfelf up in it. The Fire,

which he had lighted in feveral Places, did not yet appear on the,

Putfide, when one of the Miillonaries came to the Door : He was
told v/hat had happened, and v/as afraid that his Hoil could not
get out, tho' he might be willing : He broke open the Door,
laid hold of the Savage, turned him out, put out the Fire, and
iliut himfelf up in the Cabin. His HoU neverthelefs ran

through the Village, crying out that he would burn it : They
Anew a Dog to him, in Hopes that he would glut his Fury
pn that Animal ; he faid it was not enough to repair the

Affront
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Affront lie had received by the killing of a Frenchman in his

Cabin : They threw him a fécond Dog, he cut it in Pieces, and
inftantly all his Fury was over.

This Man had a Brother, who would alfo play his Part : He
dreffed himfelf up, nearly as Painters reprefent the Satyrs^ cover-

ing himfelf from Head to Foot with the Leaves of Maiz : He
equipped two Women like real Megaras^ their Faces blacked,

their Hair difhevelled, a Wolf Skin over their Bodies, and
a Club in their Hands. Thus attended, he goes into all the
Cabins, yelling and howling with all his Strength : He climbs
upon the Roof, and plays as many Tricks there as the moil
fkilful Rope-Dancer could perform ; then he made mofl terrible

Outcries, as if he had got fome great Hurt ; then he came,
down, and marched on gravely, preceded by his two Bacchantes^

who growing furious in their Turn, overfet with their Clubs
every Thing they met In their Way. They were no fooner
out of this Frenzy, or tired with aching their Parts, than
another Woman took their Place, entered the Cabin, in which
were the two Jefuits^ and armed with a Blunderbuf^, which fhe

had juft before got by having her Dream gueiTed, fiie fung the

War-Song, making a thoufand Imprecations on herfelf if Ihe

4id not bring home fome Priioners.

A Warrior followed clofe after this Ajnazon, with a Bow and
Arrows in one Hand, and a Bayonet in the other. After he
had made himfelf hoarfe v/ith bawling, he threw himfelf all at

once on a Woman, who was Handing quietly by, not expeding
it, and lifting up his Bayonet to her Throat, took her by the

Hair, cut off a Handful, and went away. Then a Juggler ap-
peared, holding a Stick in his Hand adorned with Feathers, by
Means of which he boafted that he could reveal the moil fecreg

Things. A Savage accompanied him, carrying a VefTel full

of I know not what Liquor, which from Time to Time he gave
him to drink : The Juggler had no fooner taken it in his Mouth,^

than he fpit it out again, blov>^ing- upon his Hands, and on
his Stick, and at every Time he explained all the Enigmas that,

were propofed to him.

Two Women came afterwards, and gave to underftand that

they had fome Defires : One direâ;ly fpread a Mat on the

Ground : They gueffed that fhe defired fome Fiih, which was
given her. The other had a Hoe in her Hand, and they judged
that fhe defired to have a Field to cultivate : They carried hei?

out of the Village, and fet her to Work. A Chief had dreamt,^

as he faid, that he faw two human Hearts : They could not ex-
plain his Dream, ami at this every Body was greatly concerned.
It made a great Noi/e, they even prolonged the Feflival for a
Pay, but all was in vain^ and he was obliged to mate

himfelf
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himfelf eafy without. Sometimes there were Troops of People that

made Sham-Fights ; fometimes Companies of Dancers, who
adled all Sorts of Farces. This Madnefs lafted four Days, and
it appeared that it was out of Refpeél to the two Je/uits that they

had thus fhortened the Time : But there were as many Diforders

committed in this Space of Time, as they ufed to do in fifteen

Days. Neverthelefs, they had this further Regard for the

Miffionaries, that they did not difturb them in their Funélions,

and did not hinder the Chrifiians from acquitting themfelves of

their religious Duties, But I have faid enough on this Arti-

cle, I clofe my Letter to give it to a Traveller, who is return-

ing to the Colony, affiiring you that

/ amy &;c.

LETTER XXIV.

Sequel of the Traditions of the Savages,

Madam, Jt the Fort of the Ri'verSr. Joseph, Sept. 14.

THREE Days ago I left this Place, to go to Chicagou, by
coafring the South fhore of Lake Michigan ; but we found

the Lake fo rough, that we thought it betterto return hither ; and
take another Route to get to Louijiana. Our Departure it fixed

for the 1 6th, and I fhali take Advantage of thele two Days De-
lay, to proceed in my Account of the CuHoms and Traditions of
our Americans*

The Savages, in what I faid to you in my former Letter, ac-

Of the il
k^^^^^^^o^ ^^^y Operations of the Good

Genii and of "^h

"^^^ Wizards alone, and thofe who

W'z^rd
^ ^-^ ^ ufe Enchantments, are reputed to hold any

^ ^ ^' Correfpondence with the Evil ; and 'tis Wo-
men moil commonly that follow this deteftable Trade. The
Jugglers by Profeffion not only forbear it, at leafl openly, but

they make it a particular Study, to knpw how to difcover En-
chantments, and to hinder their pernicious EfFedls. At the Bot-
tom, in ail the Stories I have heard on this Matter, there is fcarce

any Thing butjuggling. They ufe on thefe Occafions either Ser-

pents, out of which they take the Venom ; or Herbs, gathered
at certain Seafons ; or pronounce certain Words ; or ufe Ani-
mals whofe Throats they have cut, and fome Parts of which are

thrown intQ the FirCr

Amonf^
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. Among the Illinoisy and fome other Nations, they make little

Marmo/ets to reprefent thofe whofe Days they would Ihorten, and

which they ftab to the H^art. At other Times they take a Stone,

and by the Means of fome Invocations they pretend to form one

like it, in the Heart of their Enemy. I am perfuaded this fel-

dom happens, unlefs the Devil is concerned in it ; however,

they are fo afraid of Magicians, that theleaft Sufpicion is enough
to caufe whoever is the leaft fufpe6ted of being fuch, to be cut to

Pieces. Yet though this Profeflion is fo dangerous, there are

People to be found every where, who have no other. It is alfo

true that the moil fenfiblc, and the leaft credulous of thofe who
have been moft converfant with the Savages ; do allow that

there is fometimes fome Reality in their Magic.

Why ftiould thefe Infidels, Madam, be the only People in

whom we fhould not difcover the Operation of the Devil ? and
what other Mafter but this mifchievous Spirit, ^/po uoas a Mur-
dererfrom the Beginning (a)^ could have taught fo many People,

who have had no Correfpondence with each other, an Art, which
we cannot look upon as abfolutely trifling, without contradi6ling

the facred Writings ? We muft therefore acknowledge, that the
Infernal Powers have fome Agents upon Earth, but that God has
confined their Malignity within very narrow Limits ; and per-
mits but feldom, that we Ihould feel the Effeéls of the Power he
has thought fit to leave to them only to make it fubferve, fome-
times to his Juftice, and fometimes to his Mercy.
We may fay much the fame of the Jugglers of Ca?iada, who

. fy.r-.i ;
makc a Profeffion of corrcfpouding Only wlth

^/ Jm^^'^'^ what they call the beneficial Genii, and who
boaft of knowing by their Means whatever pafies in the moft dif-.

tant Countries, and whatever lhall come to pafs in the moft dif-

tant Ages ; and who pretend to difcover the Rife and Nature of
the moft hidden Difeafes, and to have the Secret of curing them;
to difcern in the moft intricate AiFairs what Refolution it is beft

to take ; to explain the moft obfcure Dreams, to obtain Succefs to
the moft difiicult Undertakings ; to render the Gods propitious
to Warriors and Hunters. Thefe pretended good Genii, are
like all the Pagan Deities, real Devils, who receive Homages
that are due only to the true God, and whofe Deceits are ftill

more dangerous than thofe of the evil Genii, becaufe they con-
tribute more to keep their Worftiippers in Blindoefs,

It is certain, that amongft their Agents the boldeft are the
*moft refpedled ; and with a little Artifice, they eafiJy perfuade
People who are brought up in Superftition. Tho' they have feen

(a) John viii. 44.

the
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the Birth of thefe Impoftors, if they take a Fancy to give them-
felves a fupernatural Birth, they find People, who believe them
on their Word, as much as if they had feen them come down
from Heaven, and who take it for a Kind of Enchantment and
Illulion, that they thought them born at firft like other Men:
Their Artifices are neverthelefs, in general, fo grofs, and fo com-
mon, that there are none but Fools, and Children, that are im-
pofed upon by them; unlefs it h when theyaél asPhyficians: For
every one knows, that in what concerns the Recovery of Healths
the greateft Credulity is to be found in all Countries, as well
among thofe who value themfelves moll on their Wifdom, as

among the Y/eaker Sort.

After all. Madam, I repeat it, it is difficult not to acknovv*
ledge that among thefe Infidels there fometimes pafs Things
that are very capable of deceiving, at leall the Multitude, not to

fay more. I have heard fome Perfons fay, whofe Truth and
Judgment I could no Way fufpedl, that v/hen thefe Impoftors

fhut themfelves up in their Stoves to fweat, and this is one of
their moil common Preparations to perform their Tricks, they

differ in nothing from the Fythoniffcesy as the Poets have repre-

fented them on the Tripod: That they are feen to become con-
vulfed, and pofTeffed with Enthufiafm, to acquire Tones of the

Voice, and to do Aftions which appear to be beyond the Strength

ôf Nature, and which feize the moft unprejudiced Spectators

with a Horror, andaDiforder of Spirits, that they cannot over-

I come.
It is alfo afferted, that they fulTer much on thefe Occafions ;

-

and that there are fome who do not readily engage, even when
they are v/ell paid, to give themfelves up in this Manner tp the

Spirit that agitates them. But we need not believe that there is

any Thing fupernatural in this, that after coming out of thefe

violent Sweats they go and throw themfelves into cold Water,
and fometimes when it is frozen, without receiving any Damage,
This is common to them with the other Savages, and even with
other People of the North (a). This is a Matter which Phyfic

cannot eafily account for, but in which 'tis certain the Devil
has no Share.

It is alfo true, that the Jugglers are often right in their

Prédirions, to make it believed that they always guefs by
Chance; and that there pafles on thefe Occafions Things that

it is fcarce poffible to attribute to any natural Secret. Some
Perfons have feen the Polls which eîiclofed thefe Stoves, bend
down quite to the Earth, whilH the Juggler was very tranquil,

(a) The Poet 'Kegnard z^xixt^ Us, in his Voyage to Lapland, that he faw
the fame Thing done in Bothnia,

9 witlîous
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without any Motion, and without touching them, finging

and foretelling Things that Ihould come to pafs. The Let-

ters of the antient Mifiionaries are full of Fa6ls, which leave no
Room to doubt that thefe Seducers have a real Correfpondence

with the Father of Deceit and Lies. Many of the French have
talked to me in the fame Manner. I will only relate to you one
Story which I have from its Source.

You have feen at Paris Madam de Mar/on^ and fhe is there flill.

This is what the Marquis de Faudreuil, her Son-in-Law, at pre-

fent our Governor-General, told me this Winter, and which he
learnt of this Lady, who is very far from being fufpeéled of
Weaknefs and Credulity. She was one Day very uneafy about

her Hufband, M. de Mar/on, who was Commandant of a Poll

which we have in Acadia : He was abfent, and the Time was
paft which he had fet for his Return. A Woman Savage, who
faw Madam de Mar/on was troubled, afked her the Caufe of it ;

and being told it, fhe faid, after pauling a little on the Matter,

Don*t trouble your/elf any longer ; your Hujhand ^ill come hack on

fuch a Day y and at fuch an Houry (which fhe named) rearing a
" grey Hat,^^ As fhe perceived that the Lady gave no Heed to

her Prediction, on the Day and at the Hour fhe had foretold, fhe

came again to the Lg,(iy, and afked her if fhe would come and
fee her Hufband arrive, and prefTed her in fuch a Manner ta

follow her, that fhe drew her to the Side of the Pdver. They
had hardly got thither, when M. de Mar/on appeared in a Canoe,
wearing a grey Hat ; and being informed of what had pafTed,

he declared that he could not conceive how the Savage could

have foreknov/n the Hour and the Day of his Arrival.

This Example, Madam, and many others that I know, which

p are equally certain, prove that the Devii is

f y om ay.
fometimes concerned in the Magic of the

Savages ; but it belongs only, they fay, to the Jugglers to raife

up Spirits, when public Affairs are concerned. It is faid that

ail the Algonquins and Abenaquis formerly pradifed a Kind of

Pyromancy, of which this was the whole Myâ:eiy : They re-

duced to a very fine Powder fome Coals of Cedar Wood ; they

placed this Powder after a particular Manner, then they fet Fire

to it, and by the Turn the Fire took in running on this Powder,
they difcovered, as it is faid, what they fought for. They add,

that the Abenaquis, on their Converfion to Chrifiianity, could

hardly be brought to forfake a Cuflom, which they looked upon
as a very innocent Means of knowing what pafTed at a Diflance

from them.

I never heard that private Perfons, who defired to be ac-

Inliallation f
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ thefe Secrets, were obliged,

th ^L-^
Purpofe, to go thro' any Ceremony

j

/ ^ J^gg but the Jugglers by ProfefTion are never inveiled

M m with
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with this Chara6ler, which makes them contraél a Kind ofLeague
with the Genii, and which procures them Refpeft, till they
h^ve prepared themfelves for it by Faftings, which they carry to

an uncommon Length ; and during which they do nothing but
beat a Drum, cry, howl, fmg, and fmoke. Thje Inftalment is af-

terwards made in a %Xr^à of Bacchanal, with Ceremonies fo ex-

travagant, and accompanied with fo many furious .Aélions, that

one would fay that the Devil then takes PofTelîion of their Per-

fons.

But they are not, nevertheîefs, the Minifters of thefe pretended

OftheP'ie^s
Deities, but only to declare their Will to

/ ^ ncj s.
Men, and to be their Interpreters ; for if we

may give the Name of Sacrifices to the Offerings which thefe

People make, to their Deities, the Jugglers are never their

Priefts. In the public Çeremonies, they , are the Chiefs • and in

private Ceremonies it is generally the Father of the Family, or
the chief Perfcn of the Cabin. The, chief En^ployment of the

J^ggl^S; pratleafl that by which they get rnofl, is Phyfick : They
praftife this Art on Principles, founded on the Knowledge of
Simples, en Experience, and on Circumftances, as they do in other

Places ; but they moil commonly alfo join with thefe Principles,

Superftition and Impofturc, of which the Vulgar are always the

Dupes, "

TJierq are perhaps no Men in the World who are .more the

cT-; -p.- Dupes of fuçh Impoftoj-s than the Savages,
I te common L^t-

^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^-^^^ p^^^
J^^î^^^ tbc ba^

^^^j^^ They are nctonly almoil all of a healthy

and ilrong Conftitution, but they have never
known the greateft Part of the Diflempers v/hich we are fu4>jeél

to, but fmce they converfed v;ith,us. T^^y knew not what the

Small-Pox was, when they took it from.j|iy^; and we mufl: attri-

bute! the great Ravages it has made amongjO: them to this Igno-
rance. The Gout^ the Gravel, the Stpnèytvthe Apoplexy, and
many other Difeafes, fo common in ^^^r^^^ Jlave not yet reached

this Part of the New World, among the/^aitural Inhabitants of
the Country. *

'

^Tis true, that thçir ExcefTes in -their Feafls, and their immo-
derate Falls, make them fubjed to-Fains and WeakneiTes of the

Stomach and Breafl, which defê-oy ,a great .Number of them :

Aifov many young Perfon s ^.^è'f the Phthifick^ and they fay that

thds:is' the Effed of the |y;&t Fatigues and violent Exerciies to

which they expofe lheoij^y-es from their Childhood, -before they

arefirong enoogh-to' f^^port^them. 'Tis a, Folly to believe, as.

feme do, that their^ood is colder than our's, and to attri-

bute to- this Cauf# their ; Infenfibility ^ in Torments-; but

tfeir Blood is extî^êmeîy balfamic ; and this arifes, without

Doubt,
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Doubt, from their ufing no Salt nor any of thofe Things we ufe,

to give a higher Relilh to oar Meats.

They feldom look upon a Difeafe as merely natural, or

, - . , among the common Remedies they ufe,

L / 7 allow any to have in themfelves the Virtue

c^'J of healing. The great Ufe they make of
^^^^ their Simples, is for Wounds, Fraélurès, Dif-

locations. Luxations, and Ruptures. They blame the great In-

cifions which our Surgeons make to cleanfe Wounds : They
fqueeze oat the Juice ofmany Plants, and with this Compofition they

draw out all theCorruption, and even the Splinters ofbroken Bones,

Stones, Iron, and in general all the foreign Matter that remains
in the wounded Part. Thefe fame Juices are all the Food of the

Patient, till the Wound is clofed. The Perfon that drefTes the

Wound, takes aifo fome of thefe Juices before he fucks it, if

he iinds it neceffary to ufe that Method* But there is feldom a

NecefFity to do this ; mofl commonly they find it fuiilcient to

fyringe the Wound with -thefe Juices.

All this is according to Rule ; but as thefe People mull
have fomething fupernatural in all their Tranfaftio-ns, the Jugg-ler

often tears the Wound with his Teeth, and aftérwards ihewing

a Bit of Wood, or fome fuch Thing, that he had the Precautibri

to put before-hand in his Mouth, he makes the Patient believe that

he drew it out of the Wound, and that this was the Charm which
caufed all the Danger of his Malady. This is certain, that

they have wonderful Secreta and Remedies. A broken Bone is

well united, and grows folid in eight Days. A Frtnch SolàitVj

who was in Garrifon in a Fort of Acadia, was troubled with the

falling Sicknefs ; and his Fits were grown fo frequent, as to at-

tack him aimoil: every Day with great Violence. A Woman
Savage, who happened to be prefent at one of his Fits, went
and made him two BolufTes of a pov/dered Root, the Name of

which fne concealed, and defired that he would take one at the

End of his next Fit, giving Notice that he would fweat much,
and have great Evacuations both upwards and downwards and
added, that if the firft Bolus did not carry off all the Gompiaint,
the fécond would entirely cure it. The Thing happened as the

Woman hadi faid : The Patient had another Fit after the firfl

Dofe, but it v/as the lail:. He ' enjoyed afterwards a perfect

State of Health. "

Thefe People have alfo quick and fovcreign Remedies againd
'

Di'vers other
Palfy, the Dropfy, and the Venereal

Remedies
^ ^ Difeafe. The Shavings of Guiacum Wood,

^ '
' and of Saiïafras, are their common Specifics

in the two lall Difeafes : They make a Drink of thefe Woods,
M m 2 which
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which cures and prevents thefe Difeafes, if it is conftantly

ufed (a).

In acute Difeafes, as in the Pleurify, they work on the Side

oppofite the Pain : They apply Cataplafms, which draw, and

prevent the Humours from fettling. In the Fever they ufe cold

Lotions, with a Decoélion of Herbs, and by this prevent In-

flammations and Delirium. They boaft efpecially of the EfFeds

of Diet, but they make it confift only in abftaining from certain

Aliments, which they efteem hurtful.

Formerly, they had not the Ufe of Blood-letting, and inftead

of it, they ufed Scarifications in the Places where they felt Pain :

Then they applied a Sort of Cupping VelTel made of Gourds,

which they filled with combuftible Matter, which they

fet on Fire. They very commonly ufed feveral Kinds of real

Cauftics ; but as they were not acquainted with the Lapis Infer-

nalis (the Blue Stone) ^ they ufed inftead of it rotten Wood.
At prefent Bleeding fupplies the Place of thefe Operations. In

the northern Parts, they frequently ufe Clyllers ; a Bladder

ferves them for a Syringe. They have a Remedy againft the

Dyfentery, which is almoft always effedual : This is a Juice

they fqueezeout of the Extremities of the Branches of the Ce-
dar-Tree, after they have been well boiled.

But their great Remedy, and their great Prefervative againft

c . all Difeafes, is Sweating. I have before
/ ^ea t?ig.

^^ij y^^^ Madam, that at their coming out of

the Stove, and while the Sweat runs down from ail Parts, of their

Bodies, they go and plunge into a River ; if there is not any near

enough, they get fome Body to throw the coldeft Water over them.

They frequently fweat only to recover the Fatigue of a Journey,

to calm their Spirits, and to enable them the better to difcourfe

on Afi^airs. As foon as a Stranger comes into a Cabin, they

make a Fire for him, they rub his Feet with Oil, and then they

condu6l him to a Stove, where his HoU keeps him Company.
They have alfo another Manner of promoting Sweats, which
they ufe in certain Diftempers : It confifls in laying the Patient

along upon a Kind of Couch, a little elevated, under which they

boil, in a Kettle, fome Wood of Epineite^ and Branches of Pine.'

The Vapour which arifes from it, caufes a moil: plentiful

Sweat (b) : They fay alfo that the Smell is very wholefome. The
Sweat of the Stoves, that is procured only by the Vapour of

Water poured upon hot Flints, has not this Advantage.

(a) They have fince talked of a Powder, compofed of three Simples,

v^hich a Savage gave to one of our Miflionaries, and which radically cures

in a few Days, the mAoft inveterate French Difeafe.

fl?) This feems to deferve the Attention of the Em'opean Phyficians.

la
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la Acadia^ a Diftemper was never confidered to be of much

cru P • -^7 Confequence, but when the Patient refufed
ihe ^rtnapies ^.^^ Nourifhment, and many Na-cn^kchtheM

^.^^^ ^.jj ^j^^ ^^^^ 5^^^^^.^ Let a Per-
Fraatce of Phyftc

^^^^ ^-^^ ^^^^^^
zs founded among

^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^j^.^^ ^^j^^ p^^,
if^e dacvages.

^^^^ ^^^^^ Diftemper appears

dangerous, t^at is to Jay ^ when the Patient refufes all Kinds of

Food, they employ all their Attention. ït is true that the

Principles on which all the Phyfic of the Savages is founded,

are very extraordinary : They refufe the Patient nothing that

he alks, becaufe, fay they, his Defires in this State are the Or-

ders of the Genius, that prefid es over his Prefervation f^?^ : And
when they call in the Jugglers, 'tis lefs on Account of their

Skill, than becaufe they fuppofe they are better informed by

the Genii of the Caufe of the Diitemper, and of the Remedies

for the Cure.

Furthermore, they will have nothing to reproach themfelves

with : One would imagine that Death lofes fomelhing of its Ter-,

ror, when it follows after a Courfe of Phyfic, though this Phylic

might be the Caufe of it. Our Savages are v/ith Regard to this

Notion under the general Law, and the common Prejudice

of all Nations, and all Ages ; and they are the more excufable

for carrying their Credulity fo far, as they acknowledge fome-

thing fupernatural in all Diilempers; and as they make Reli-

gion lhare in the Art of healing them, they think themfelves

the lefs obliged to be guided by Reafon, and make it a Duty to

fuifer themfelves to be led blindfold.

Oftentimes the Patient takes it into his Head that his Diftem-

c^r , ^ per is the Effed of V/itchcraft : Then all
l /,e^r extra^a^

their Care is to difcover it, and this is the
^ant potion oj

j^^^y of the Juggler. He begins by fvveating
Uipempers,

himfelf, and vvhen he has throroughly tired

himfelf with bawling, beating himfelf, and invoking his Ge*,

nius, the firil extraordinary Thing that comes into his Thought,

he afcribes as the Caufe of the Difcemper. Many, before they

enter into the Stove, take a compound Potion, very propei',

as they fay, to make them receive the heavenly Impreffion ;

and they pretend that the Prefence of the Spirit is manifefted

by a ftrong Wind that rifes on a fudden, or by a Bellowing

which they hear under Ground, or by the Agitation cr fhaking

of the Stove. Then full of his pretended Deity, and more like

one pofTelTed with the Devil, than a Man infpired by Heaven,
he pronounces his Decifion in a magifierial Tone on the State

of the Patient, and fometimes hits pretty right.

(^ This feems to deferve to be attended to, as Experience has often proved
Uiat the Indulgence of the Defjies of the Sick has been faJutary.

But
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But thefè Quacks have found out a pretty finguFar 'Way of

Imtodu e of the
being anfwerable for Events. As foon

mpOj.ure oj
perceive a Patient has the Symp-

J^^gg toms of Death, they never fail to give Orders,

that are fo difHcuIt to he put in Execution, that they are always
fure of an Excufe, on Account of their Orders not having been
punctually followed. It is not to be conceived to what Ex-
travagancies they go on thefe Occalions : They order fome
Patienté to counterfeit themfelves mad: In fome Dillempers
they order Dances, which are generally very lafcivious. Onp
would think for the rnofi Part, that they have the Cure of the

Patient lefs in View, than to hallen his Death. But what
ihews the Force of Imagination is, that thefe Dodors^ with
ail their Follies, perform as many Cures as our's.

In fome Nations, when the Dillemper is defperate, they kill

Their C'^uelt to
Patients to put them out of their Pain.

rfZ, ^' L
'

Jf'
^ Canton of Onnontaguey they deflroy

te CafeT ^^""^^ Children that lofe their Mothers at their
ra e ajes.

Birth, or bury them alive with them, becaufe

they are perfuaded that another Woman cannot nurfe them^

and that they would pine to Death. But I think however
that lately they have laid afide this barbarous Cultom. Some
others forfake the Difeafed when the Dodlors give them over,

and let them die with Hunger and Thirft. There are fome,

who, to hinder the Difiortion of the Features in dying Per-

fons, clofe their Eyes and Mouth, when they fee them in the

Agony >Qf Death.

In Acadia, the Jugglers are called Jutmcins^ and it is ge-

nf h
'

f

nerally the Chief of the Village who is

r A (V

'^^"'"^'^'^^^
invefted with this Dignity ; therefore they

^ * have more Authority than the other Jugglers,

though they have not more Skill, nor lefs of ImpoHure. When
they are called to a Patient, the iirll Thing they do is to

view him attentively for feme Time, then they blow upon
him : If this has no Elred, The Reafon is, that the Devil is

*^ within him, fay they, bift hovvever he mull come out^ yet

let every one be upon his Guard, for this evil Spirit out of

Spite may fall upon one of the Company." Then they en-

ter into a Kind of Madnefs, they make ilrange Pollures,

they cry out, they threaten the pretended Devil, they

fpeak to him as if they have feen him, and they make PafTes

at him : But all this is only a Farce to hide their Impof-

ture.

When they enter the Cabin, they always have the Precau-

tion to thrafi: into the Earth a Piece of Wood, faflened to a

String : Afterwards they offer the End of the String to all

the
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tKe Company prefent, defiring them to pull up this Piece of
Wood ; and as no Perfon can fcarce ever accomplifh it, tiiey ne-

ver fail to fay it is the Pevil that holds it ; then, feigning to

ftab this pretended Devil, they loofe theWood by little and little,

by raking the Earth round about it ; after which they draw it up
with Eafe, and all prefent cry out, Fiélory / To ihis Wood there is

faftened underneath a little Bone, or fome fuch Thing, which
they did not fee at firil ; and the Quacks making the People

prefent obferve it, cry out, T/pts ^vas the Caufe of the Diftem-

per ; ^as riecejfary to kill the Deuil to get it.'*'*

This Farce lafteth four or five Hours, at the End of which the

Do6lor wants Reil and Refrefhment : He goes away, afluring

the Patient that he will infallibly recover, if the DiPcemper
has not got the upper Hand ; that is to fay, if the Devil, be-

fore his Retreat, has not already given him a mortal Wound.
But how is the Do6lor to know this ? He pretends to know
it by Dreams ; but he .takes fpecial' Care not to fpeak plainly

till he fees what Turn the Diftemper is like to take. Whea
he judgeth it is incurable, he retires, and after his Example
every Body forfakes the fick Perfon. If after three Days he
is ftill alive, the Deuil (faith the Dodor) is refohved he Jhall

not recover, aitd "will not let him die : We 7nujl cut of Charity put

an End to his SufferinosJ*^ Immediately the deareft Friends of
the Patient fetch cold Water, and pour on his Face till he
e'xpireth. The Delufion is fuch, that many Thanks are re-

turned to the Doélor, with a confiderable Reward.
Some Nations of the South have Maxims that are entirely the

Reverfe : They never pay the Doélor till after the Cure, If
the Patient dies, the Dodor is in Banger of Lis Life. Accord-
ing to the Iroquois^ every Diftemper is a DeilrG of the Soul^ and
Death is the Ccnfequence of not accompliihing the Defire.

I make an End, Madam, becaufe tlie Article of the Dead
would carry me too far, and every Thing is getting ready for

my Journey. In all Probability I fhall foon have Lelfure to

write to you again ; bat you will not hear from me. the focner on
this Account; for from hence to xh^ Illinois there is no Like-
lihood that I fnall find any Opportunity of fending yon my
Letters ; fo that if I v/rite any before I arrive there, you will re-

ceive them as late as if I wrote them from that Country.
' / am, êzC.

.

^^"^

9 LETTER
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LETTER XXV.

Departure from the Fort of the Ri^er St. Joseph, The SSurces of
IKI, What pajfej at the Death of the Salvages : Of

their Funerals ; of their Tombs
; of their Mourning ; of Widow-

hood ; of the Fejii'val of the Dead.

Mad AM, From the Source of //^^ Theakiki, Sept. ij,

I Did not expect to take up my Pen to write to you fo foon ;

but my Conductors have juft now broke their Canoe, and
here I am detained the whole Day in a Place where I can find

nothing that can excite the Curiofity of a Traveller ; therefore

I can do nothing better than employ my Time in entertaining

you.

I think I informed you in my lalt, that I had the Choice of
two Ways to go to the Illinois : The firft was to return to Lake
Michigan, to coaft all the South Shore, and to enter into the lit-

tle River Chidagoif, After going up ic five or fix Leagues, they

pafs into that oi' the Illinois^ by the Means of two Portages, the

longefl of which is but a League and a Quarter. But as this

River is but a Brook in this Place, I was informed that at that

Time of the Year I fhould not find Water enough for my
Canoe ; therefore I took the other Route, which has alfo its In-

Conveniencies, and is not near fo pleafant, but it is the fureft.

I departed Yelterday from the Fort of the River St, Jofsph^

^ and I went up that River about fix Leagues.

2.^trTr I laii^ed on the Right, and I walked a
tort bt. jolepn.

League ^nd a Quarter; at firlt by the Bank of
the River, then crofs the Country in a vaft Meadow, interfperfed

all over with little Clufters of Trees, that have a very fine Efreét.

They call it the Meadov/ de la THe de Bœuf (the Buffalo's Head)
becaufe they found here a Buffalo's Head of a monltrous Size.

Why fhould there not be Giants among thefe Animals ? -I

encamped in a very fine Place, which they call the Fort des Re-

nardsy (of the FoxesJ y becaufe the Renards ^ that is to say,
the Outagamis, had here, and not long fince, a Village fortified

after their Manner.
TKis Morning I walked a League further in the Meadow,

having almoil all the Way my Feet in Water. Then I met with a

little Pool, which communicates with feveral others of different

Bignefs, the largeft of which is not one hundred Paces in Com-
pafs, Thefe are the Sources of a River called Theakikiy and

which



Travels in North America. 27^^

which our Canadians hy Corruption call Kiakiki* Theak fignifies

a Wolf, I forget in what Language ; but this River is fo call'd,

becaufe the Mahlngans, which are alfo called the Wohesy formerly

took Refuge here.

We put our Canoe, which was brought hither by two Men, into

the fécond of thefe Springs, or Pools, and we embarked ; but we
found fcarce Water enough to keep it afloat : Ten Men, in tv/o

Days, might make a lirait and navigable Canal, whichwould fave

much Trouble, and ten or twelve Leagues Way ; for the River,

at the firft coming out from its Spring, is fo narrow, and, we are

continually obliged to turn fo Ihort, that every Moment one is

in Danger of breaking the Canoe, as it has juflnow happened to

us. But let us return to the Savages ; and after having
feen in v/hat Manner they are treated in their Diftempers, let us

fee them die, and what paiTes after their Death.
In general, when they think themfelves pall Retovery, they

What taTes at
^^^^ their Fate with à Refolution truly Jïoicaly

; jS^ f^Jjf^ ^ and they often fee their Days fhortened by the
the Death of a àa-

-p-^^ç^^^^ ^^^^ ^^.^ ^^r^ ^^âr to theiln, without

fhewing the leaft Chagrin. The Declaration

of the Sentence of the Doélor is fcarcely finifhed to a dying
Man, before he makes an Effort to harangue thofe that are about

him. If it is the Chief of a Family, he firil makes his Funeral

Oration, which he finiihes by giving very good Counfel to his

Children. After this, he takes Leave of every Body, gives

Orders for a Feaft, in which they mud ufe all the Froviiions that

remain in the Cabin, and then he receives the Prefents of his

Family.

During this Time they cut the Throats of all the Dogs they

can catch, that the Souls of thefe Animals may go into the

other World, and give Notice that fuch a. Perfon will arrive

there foon ; and all the Bodies are put into the Kettle, to en-

large the Feaft. After the Feaft is over, they begin to weep :

Their Tears are interrupted to bid the laïl: Farewel to the dying
Perfon, to wifh him a good Journey, to comfort him oh his being
feparated from his Relations and Friends, and to aillire him that

his Children will maintain all the Glory he has acquired.

Wemuft acknowledge. Madam, that the Calmnefs with which
thefe People look Death in the Face, has fomething in it very
admirable; and this is fo univerfal, that perhaps there never
was an Inilance of a Savage fhewing any Concern ^upon hearbg
that he had but a few Hours to live. The fame Principle, ai d
the fame Spirit, prevails every Vs'here, though the Cuftoms vajy
much in all that I have juil mentioned, according to the différer t

Nations. In moll Places there are Dances, Songs, Invocations,

and Fealls ordered by the Doctors, which are almoft always Re-
N n ' medieg
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medies more fit, according to our Nodoils, to kill a Mail tliâ!

was well, than to cure a fick Perfon. In fome Places they

ufe no Means at all : They are fatisfied with having Recourfe
to the Spirits ; and if thefick Perfon recovers his Health, they
have all the Honour : But the dying Perfon is always the leall

concerned about his Fate.

It may further be added, that if thefe People fhew fo little

rr^j , judgment in their Manner of treating the

to the Dead
Sick, we mult acknowledge that they behave
towards the Dead with a Generofity and an

AfFeélion that cannot be too much admired. Some Mothers have
been known to have kept the dead Bodies of their Children whole
Years, and could never go from them * otherô draw Milk from
their Breafts, and pour it upon the Tombs of thefe little Crea«
tures. If a Village happens to take Fii'e, in which there arè

àny dead Bodies, this is the firft Thing they take Care to pre-
ferve : They ftrip themfelves of every Thing that is moll valu-

able, to adorn the Dead : From Time to Time they open their

Coffins to change their Drefs ; and they deprive themfelves
of Food to carry it to the Sepulchres, and to the Places where
they fancy their Souls walk. In a Word, they are at much
greater Expences for the Dead, than for the Living.

As foon as the fick Perfon expires, the Place is filled v/ith

. . mournful Cries ; and this lafts as long as the

rals

^'''''^
^^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^^y ^^'^ Expence, fôr

they muil keep open Table all this Time.
The dead Body, dreffed in the fineft Robe, with Vhe Face painted,

the Arms and all that belonged to the Deceafed by his Side, rs

expofed at the Door of the Cabin in the Poftùre it is to be laid

in the Tomb ; and this PoUure is the fame, in many Places, a^

that of the Child in the Mother's Womb. The Cuftom of fome
Nations is for the Relations of the Deceafed to fall to the End of
the Funeral ; and all this Interval is paiTed in Tears and Cries,

in treating their Vifi tors, in praifing the Dead, and in mutual
Compliments. In other Places they hire Women to weep, who
perform their Duty pundlually : They fing, they dance, they

weep without ceafing, always keeping Time : But thefe De-
monftrations of a borrowed Sorrow do not prevent what Nature
requires from the Relations of the Deceafed.

It appears to me, that they carry the Body without Ce!remony

nr il. <r 1 ^^^^ Place of Interment ; at leaft I find no
u/ the lombs.

Mentiez aboutît in any Relation : But when
it is in the Grave, they take Care to cover it in fuch a Manner,
that the Earth does not touch it : It lies as in a little Cave lined

with Skin, nluch richer and better adorned than their Ca^-

bins. Then they fet up a PoU on the Gi-ave, and fix on it every

I Thino-
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Thing that may fhew the Efteem they had for the Deceafed.

They fometimes put on it his Portrait, and every Thing that

may ferve to ihew to PafTengers who he was, and the fineft Ac-
tions of his Life. They carry frelh Provifions to the Tomb
every Morning ; and as the Dog3 and other Beafts do not fail to

reap the Benefit of it, they are willing to perfuade themfelves

that thefe Things have been eaten by the Souls of the Dead.
It is not ftrange, after this, that the Savages believe in Appa-

Of Jptaritions
^'^^^^^^ • Fa6l they tell Stories of this

/ ppan ions»
g^^^ y^^^^^^^ Ways, I knew a poor

Man, who, by continually hearing thefe Stories, fancied that he
had always a Troop of Ghofls at his Heels ; and as People took
a Pleafure to encreafe his Fears, it made him grow foolifii.--Ne-

verthelefs, at the End of a certain Number of Years, they take

as much Care to efface out of their Minds the Remembrance of
thofe they have loft, as they did before to preferve it ; and this

folely to put an End to the Grief they felt for their Lofs.

Some Milfionaries one Day afking their new Converts, why
they deprived themfelves of their moft neceffary Things in Fa-
vour of the Dead ? they replied, It is not only to Ihew the

Love we bore to our Relations, but alfo that we may not
have before our Eyes, in the Things they ufed, Objeéls which
would cpntinually i^enew our Grief.'' It is alfo for this Rea-

fon that Ûicj forbear, for fome Time, to pronounce their Names;
and if any other of the Family bears the fame Name, he quits it

all the Time of Mourning. This is probably alfo the Reafon
why the greateft Outrage you can do to any Perfon, is to fay tQ

them, î^our Father is deady or, Tour Mother is dead.

When any one dies in the Time of Hunting, they expofe his

Various Fra
Body on a very high Scaffold, and it remains

/
' there till the Departure of the Troop, w^ho

tices about the . '.-u .i, ^.i, -xr-n t^i

jy^^^
carry it with them to the village. \ here are

fome Nations who praélife the fame with Re^
gard to all their Dead ; and I have feen it pradifed by the

MiJJifaguez, of Detroit, The Çodies of thofe who die iii War
are burnt, and their Afhes brought back to be laid in the Bury-
ing-Place of their Fathers. Thefe Burying-Places, among the

moll fettled Nations, are Places like our Church-yards, near the

Village. Others bury their Dead in the Woods, at the Foot of
a Tree ; or dry them, and keep them in Chefts till the Feftival

of the Dead, which I ihall prefently defcribe : But in fome
Places they obferve an odd Ceremony for thofe that are drowned,
or are frozen to Death.

Before I defcribe it, it is proper, Madam, to,tell you that the

^.Savages believe, when thefe Accidents happen, that the Spirits

are inceraed, and that their Anger is not,appeafed till the Body
N n g is



276 Jn Hijlorîcal Journal of

is found. Then the Preliminaries of Tears, Dances, Songs,
and Feafts, being ended, they carry the Body to the ufual Bury-
ing-Pîace- or, if they are too far off, to the Place where it is tore-
main till the Feftival of the Dead. They dig there a very large
Pit, and they make a Fire in- it : Then fome young Perfons
approach the Corpfe, cut out the Flelh in the Parts which had
been marked oiit by a Tyîafler of the Ceremonies, and throw them
into the Fire v/ith the Bowels : Then they place the Corpfe,
thus mangled, in the Place deflined for it. During, the whole
Operation, theWomen, efpecially the Relations of the Deceafed,
go continually round thofe that are at it, exhorting them to ac-
quit themfelves well of their Employment, and put Beads of
Porcelain in their Mouths, as we would give Sugar-Plum^bs to
Children to entice them to do what we defire.

The Interment is followed by Prefents, which they make to

mrL . \ /r > the aiHided Family ; and this is called

tJ^eDead. Thefe' Prefents are made in thf
e nermen

. Name of the Village, and fometimes in the
Name of the Nation. Allies alfo make fome Prefents at the
Death of confiderable Perfons : But fir 11 the Family of the Det-

ceafed makes a great Feaft in his Name, and this Feafl is ac-
companied with Games, for which they propofe Prizes, which
are performed in this Manner : A Chief throws on the Tomb
three Sticks about a Foot long : A young Man, a Woman, and
a Maiden, take each of them one ; and thofe of their Age, their
Sex, and their Condition, ftrive to wreil them out of their

Hands. Thofq with whom the Sticks remain, are Conquerors,
There are alfo Races, and they fometirnes fhoot at a Mark. In
Ihort, by a Cuftom which we find eftabliihed in all the Times of
Pagan Antiquity, a Ceremony entirely mournful is terminated
by Songs, and Shouts of Vi^^ory.

It is true, that the Family of the Deceafed take no Part in

f\p p./r . thefe Rejoicings : They obferve. even in hisu/ Mourmng.
^^^.^^ ^^^^^ Obfequies, a Mourning, the

Laws of yv;hîch are very fevere : They muft have their Hair cut
off, and their Facçs blacked : They muft fland with their Heads
wrapped in a Blanket : They mull not look at any Perfon, nor
make any Vifit, nor eat any Thing hot : They mull: deprive

themfelves of all Pleafures, v/ear fcarce any Thing on their Bo-
dies, and never warm themfelves at the Fire, even in the Depth
of Winter.-

After this deep Mourning, which lafts two Years, they begin
a fécond more moderate, which lails tv/o or three Years longer,

and which may be foftened by little and little ; but they dif-

penfe with nothing that is prefcribed, without the Confent of the
,

Cabin
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Cabin to which the Widower or the Widow belongs. Thefe
Permiffions, as well as the End of the Mourning, always cofl a
Feaft.

Widows cannot contrad a fécond Marriage without the Confent

T^r-j 7 J thofe on whom they depend, in Virtue
Of Widowhood

^^^^ Widowhood. If they can
and Second Mar^ Hulband for the Widow, flie finds

herfelf under no Difficulties : If Ihe nas any
Sons of an Age to fupport her, fhe may continue in a State of
Widowhood, without Danger of ever wanting any Thing : If

fhe is willing to marry again, fhe may chufe, and the Man fhe

marries becomes the Father of her Children : He enters into

all the Rights, and all the Obligations of the £rft HulLand.
The Hulband does not v/eep for his Wife ; becaufe, accord-

ing to the Savages, Tears do not become Men ; but this is not

general among all Nations. The Women v/eep for their

Hufbands a Year : They call him without ceafing, and fill their

Village with Cries and Lamentations, efpecially at the rifing

and fecting of the Sun, at Noon, and in forne Places when they

go out to Work, and when they return. Mothers do much the

^me for their Children. The Chiefs mourn only fix Months,
and may aftèrwards marry again.

The firfl, and often the only Compliment they make to a

çr-i -KT ' p Friend, and even to a Stranger they receive
Ihe JSotion of

their Cabins, is to weep for thofe of his
the Sa-vages about

^^.^ R^^^^tions, whom he has loft fince they

Head, and they give him to underftand who
it is they weep for, v>/ithout mentioning his Name. All this is

founded in Nature, and has nothing in it of Barbarity. But
what I am going to fpeak of, does not appear to be any Way
excufable ; that is, the Behaviour of thefe People towards thofe

who die by a violent Death, even though it is in War, and for

the Service of their Country.

They have got a Notion that their Souls, in the other World,
have, no Communication with the others ; and on this Principle

they burn them, or bury them diredly, fometimes even before

they expire. They never lay them in the common Burying-
Place, and they give them no Part in the great Ceremony, which
is renewed every eight Years among fome Nations, and every tea

Years among the iZ^rc;// and the /r^'^Wj.

They call it the Fejiiual of the Dead, or the Feaft of SmIs :

And here follows what I could collet that was moft uniform and
remarkable concerning this Ceremony, which is the moft fingular

and the moft celebrated of the Religion of the Savages. They
begin by fixing a Place for the AfTembly to meet in : Then they

chufe
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cKsîfe the King of the Feail, whofe Duty it is to give Orders fof

every Thing, and to invite the neighbouring Villages. The
Day appointed being come, all the Savages aflemble, and go in

Proceffion two and two to the Barying-Place. There every one
labours to uncover the Bodies ; then they continue Tome Time
contemplating in Silence a Spe6lacle fo capable of exciting the

moù. ferions Reflexions, The Women firft interrupt this religi-

ous Silence, by fending forth mournful Cries, which encreafe

the Horror with which every one is iilled.

This firft Adl being ended, they take up the Carcafles, and pick
Bp the dry and feparated Bones, and put them in Parcels ; and
thofe who are ordered to carry them, take them on their Shoul-

ders. If there are any Bodies not entirely decayed, they wafh
them; they clean av/ay the corrupted Flefli, and all the Filth, and
wrap them in new Robes of Beaver Skins : Then they return in

the fame Order as they came; and when the ProceiTion is come
into the Village, every one lays in his Cabin the Burden he was
charged with. During the March, the Women continue their

Lamentations, and the Men Ihew the fame Signs of Grief as

they did on the Day of the Death of thofe whofe Remains they

have been taking up. And this fécond Atï is followed by a

Feafl in each Cabin, in Honour of the Dead of the Family.

The following Days they make public Feafts ; and they are

accompanied, as on the Day of the Funeral, with Dances, Games,
and Combats, for which there are alfo Prizes propofed. From
Time to Time they make certain Cries, which they call the

Cries of the Souls, They make Prefents to Strangers, among
whom there are fometimes feme who come an hundred and. iihj

Leagues, and they receive Prefents from them. They alfo take
Advantage of thefe Opportunities to treat of common AFairs,

;Or for the EIe£lion of a Chief. Every Thing paffes with a

great deal of Order, Decency, and Modefty ; and every one
appears to entertain Sentiments fuitable jta the principal Ac-
tion. Every Thing, even in the Dances and Songs, carries

an Air of Sadnefs and Mourning; and one can fee in all. Hearts

pierced with the fharpefi Sorrow. The moll Infenfible would
be aiFeded at the Sight of this Spectacle. After fome Days are

pall, they go again in ProcelHon to a great Council-Room built

for the Purpofe : They hang up againft the V/alls the Bones and
the Carcafies in the fame Condition they took them from the

Burying-Pîace, and they lay forth the Prefents defigned for the

Dead. If among thefe fad Remains there happens to be thofe

of a Chief, his Succeiibr gives a great Feaft in his Name, and

£ngs his Song. In many Places the Bones are carried from Vil-

lage to Village, are received every where with great Demonftra-

tions of Grief and Tejidernefs, and every wliere they make
thejmi
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them Prefents : LaHiy, they carry them to the Place where

they are to remain always. But I had forgot to tell you, that all

thefe Marches are made to the Sound of their Inftruments, ac-

companied with their bell Voices, and that everyone in thefe

Marches keeps Time to the Mufic.

This laft and common Burial-Place is a great Pit, which they line

with their finell Furs, and the bed Things they have. The Pre-»

fents defigned for the Dead, are fet by themfeîves. By Degrees, as

the ProceiTion arrives, each Family range themfeives on a Kind of

Scaffolds fet up round the Pit ; and the Moment the Bones are

laid in, the Women renew their weeping and wailing. Then
ail prefent go down into the Pit, and every one takes a little

of the Earth, which they keep carefully. They fancy it pro*

cures Luck at Play. The Bodies and the Bones, ranged in Or-
der, are covered with entire new Furs, and over that with Bark,
on which they throw Stones, Wood, and Eatth. Every one re-

turns to his own Cabin ; but the Women come for feveral Days
after, and pour &agamtty on the Place.

/ am,

LET TER XXVL
Jaurney to YluiTtov Y . Of the Ri^er of the Illinois. Reception

of the Prifoners among thefe People. Their Manner of burntncr
ihem» Some Things peculiar in ihsir Way of U^ving.

^

Madam, Pimiteouy, 'OBohey^^

THE Night of the ïy th of this Month, the Froil, which for

eight Days paft v/as perceivable every Morning, encreafed

confiderably. This was early for this Climate, for we were in 41^

^ 7^ /. . . r- 40 ' Lat , The following Days we went forward

th ThSilîr ^^""^ Morning to Night, favoured by the Cur-
^ ^ ^* rent, which is pretty ilrong, and fometimes

by the Wind : In Fa^, we made a great deal of Way, but we ad-

vanced very little on our Jomrney : After having gone 10 or 12
Leagues, we found ourfelves fo near our laâ Encampment, that

Perfons in both Places might have feen each other, and even
have talked together, at kailv/ith a Speaking-Trumpet. But
it was fôme Confolation to us, that the River and its Borders
were covered with Wild-Fowl, fattened with wild Oats, which
v/ere then ripe. I alfo gathered fome ripe Grapes, which were
of the Shape and Eignefs of a Muiket-Ballj and foft enough, but

of
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of a bad Taile. This is probably the fame that they call in
Lou I s I A N A Raifin Prune (the

_ Plumb Grape

)

. The River by
Degrees grows lefs winding; but its Borders are not pleafant till

we are fifty Leagues from its Source. It is alfo for all this Space
very narrow, and as it is bordered with Trees, whofe Roots are
in the Water, when one falls it bars up the whole River, and
it takes a great deal of Time to clear a PafTage for a Ca-
noe.

Having got over thefe Difficulties, the River, about fifty

^Leagues from its Source, forms a fmall Lake, and afterwards

grows confiderably wider. The Country begins to be fine : The
Meadows here extend beyond the Sight, in which the Buffaloes

go in Herds of 2 or 3 hundred: But one muft keep a good Look-
out, not to be furprifed by the Parties of Sioux and Outagamisy

which are drawn hither by the Neighbourhood of the Illinoisy

their mortal Enemies, and who give no Quarter to the French

they meet on their Route. The Misfortune is, that the Theakiki

lofes its Depth as it grows wider, fo that we are often obliged

to unlade the Canoes and walk, which is always attended with
fome Danger, and I Ihould have been greatly perplexed, if they

had not given me an Efcort at the River St, Jo/eph.

What furprifed me at feeing fo little Water in the Theqkiki was,

that from Time to Time it receives fome pretty Rivers. I faw
OHe among the reft, above fixty Yards wide as it's Mouth, which
they have named the Iroquois Ri^uer, becaufe thefe gallant Men
fuffered themfelves to be furprifed here by the Illinois, who killed

a great Number of them. This Blow humbled them the more,
as they greatly defpifed the Illinois, v/ho for the moft Part can
never face them» -

'

The 27th 0Ï September v/e arrived la Fourche (at the Fork',)

r\f IP' p this is the Name the C^2«^?^/^;7j give the Place
•

,
^/'^^' ^'^'"^

'J' where the Theakiki and the River of the //-
the ILLINOIS.

^ ^.^^ .^j^^ j^^^ ^^^^^ ^ ç^^^^ç^ ç^^^^

Leagues, is ftill fofhallow, that I faw a Buffalo crofs it, and the

Water did not come above the Middle of his Legs. On the con-

trary, the ^heakiki, befides bringing it's Waters a hundred

Leagues, is a fine River. Neverthelefs it lofes it's Name here,

without doubt becaufe the Illi?iois being fettled in many Places of

the other have given it their Name, Being enriched all at once

by this Junction, it yields to none that we have in France ; and

I dare affure you, Madam, that it is not pofiible to fee a better

nor a finer Country than that it waters ; atleaft up to this Place,

from whence I wri^e. -But it is fifteen Leagues below the

Fork before it acquires a Depth anfwerable to its Breadth, al-

though in this Interval it receives many other Rivers.

9 The



'Travels in North America. 281

The largeft is called Pifticouiy and comes from the fine Country

of the Mafcoutms, It has a Fall at its Mouth, which they call

la Charboniere (the Coal Fall) becaufe they find many Coals in

its Environs. In this Route we fee only vaft Meadows, with little

Clufters of Trees here and there, which feem to have been planted

by the Hand ; the Grafs grows fo high in them, that one might
lofe one's felf amongft it ; but every where we meet with Paths

that are as beaten as they can be in the moft populous Coun-
tries ; yet nothing paiTes through them but Buffaloes, and from

Time to Time fome Herds ot Deer, and fome Roe-Bucks.

A League below the Coal-Fall we fee on the Right a Rock
quite round, and very high, the Top of which is like a Ter-
rafs ; they call it the Fort of the Miamisy becaufe thefe Savages

had formerly a Village here. A League farther on the left, we
fee another juft lik^ it, which they call only Le Rocher (the Rock.)

It is the Point of a very high level Place, that runs for the Length
oftwo hundred Paces, always following the Side of the River, which
widens very much in this Place. It is perpendicular on every

Side, and at a DiPcance one would take it for a Fortrefs. Here
are ftill fome Remains of Palifadoes, becaufe the Illinois former-

ly made an Intrenchment here, which they can eafily repair in

Cafe of any Irruption of their Enemies.

The Village is at the Foot of the Rock in an Ifland, which
with feveral others, all wonderfully fruitful, divide the River in

ihis Place into two pretty large Channels. I landed the 29th

about four in the Afternoon, and I found fome French here, who
were trading with the Savages. As foon almoil as I had fet my
Foot on Shore, I was vifited by the Chief of the Village. He
is a Man about forty, well lhaped, mild, of a very pleafing

Countenance, and the French faid many Things in his Praife.

Then I went up the Rock by a tolerably eafy Way, but very

narrow. I found a very fmooth Terrafs, of a great Extent ;

and where all the Savages of Canada could not force two hun-
dred Men, who had Fire Arms, if they could have Water, which
they can get only from the River ; and to do this they muft
cxpofe tliemfelves. All the Recourfe of thofe who fliould hap-

pen to be befieged here, would be the natural Impatience of
thefe Barbarians. In fmall Parties they wiil wait without Un-
eafinefs eight or ten Days behind a Bulh, in Hopes that fome Bo-
dy will pafs by, w'hom they may kill or take Prifoner : But
when they are a numerous Body of Warriors, if they do not
prefently fucceed, they foon grow" weary, and take the fufi: Ex-
cufe to retreat. This they never want 5 for there needs only for

this Purpofe a Dream, real or feigned.

The
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The Rain, and ftiil more a Speftacle, which filled me wîîh

2> r *L Horror, hindered me from making the Tour
Reception of the ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ I hoped to dif^

Prtjoners among
^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ Country. I perceived at the

ibe ILLINOIS.
End, and juft above the Village, the Bodies of

two Savages that had been burnt a few Days before, and which
were abandoned according to Cuftom, to the Birds of Prey, in

the fame Pofture, in which they were executed. The Way of

burning the Prifoners among thefe fouthern Nations, is fome-
thing fingular ; and they have alfo fome Cuftoms different from
the others in their Manner of behaving towards thefe unhap-

py Wretches.

When they have made a military Expedition, which has fuc-

ceeded, the Warriors order their March fo, that they never arrive

at the Village till Night. As foon as they are near it, they

halt ; and when it is Night, they depute two or three young
People to the Chief, to acquaint him with the principal Adven-
tures of the Campaign. Next Day, at the Appearance of the

Dawn they drefs their Prifoners in new Robes, adorn their Hair
with Down, paint their Faces with various Colours, and put a
white Stick in their Hands, which is fet round with the Tails of
Roe-Bucks. At the fame Time the War-Chief makes a Cry,

and all the Village affembles at the Water-fide, if they are near

a River.

As foon as the Warriors appear, four young Men in their fineft

Drefs embark in 2iPettiaugre(aJ, the two firft carry a Calumet, and
go finging all the Way, to fetch the Prifoners, which they bring as

in Triumph to the Cabin, where they are to be fentenced. The
Mafter of the Cabin, to whom it belongs to decide their Fate, firfi:

gives them fomething to eat, and during this Meal he holds aCoun-
cil. If they give his Life to any one, two young Men go and untie

him, take him each by one Hand and make him run full Speed
to the River, where they throw him in Headforemoft. They
throw themfelves in after him, wafh him well, and lead him to

the Perfon whofe Slave he is to be.

As to thofe who are condemned to die, as foon as the Sentence

TheirManner of P^^^^^^^^^^j Cry is made to a/femble

7 .

/^^^^^ V the Village; and the Execution is deferred,
turning them.

^^j^ .^^ ^.^^ tn^xx^\i to make the Prepara-

tions for it. They begin by Gripping the Sufferer quite naked :

They fix in the Earth two Polls, to which they fatten two crofs

Pieces, one about two Feet from the Qround, and the other fix or

feven Feet higher, and this is what they call a Frame. They

(a) This is a long Boat, made of the fingk Trunk of a Tree,

but few Canoes of Bark in thefe Faits.

Tbey ufc

make
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sïiake the SuiFerer get upon the firft crofs Piece, to which thfty

faften his Feet, at a little Diftance from each other : Then they

tie his Hands to the upper Angles of the Frame ; and in this

Pofture they burn him in all Parts of the Body.

All the Village, Men, Women, and Children, gather round
Kim ; and every one has a Right to torture him as they pleafe.

If no one prefent has any particular Reafon to prolong liis Suf-

ferings, his Punifhment|iis foon over ; and commonly they dif-

patch him with their Arrows, or elfe they cover him with the

Bark of Trees, which they fet on Fire. Then they leave him in

his Frame, and towards Night they run through all the Cabins,
llriking with little Sticks on the Furniture, on the Walls, and on
the Roofs, to hinder his Soul from ftaying there to revenge the
Injuries they have done to his Body, The reft of the Night h
pafTed in Rejoicings.

If the Party has met no Enemy, or if it has been

SomeParticula.
'° «^'/^ Village by Day.

keeping: a profound Silence ; but if it hzù
rtttes concermng

been beaten, it enters by Night, after having Otheir Parties of ^.^^^ ^^^.^^ ^j^^.^ ^^^^^^ ^ X
Death, and named all thofe they have loft, J

either by Diftcmpers, or by the Sword of the Enemy. Sometimes ?"

the Prifoners are condemned and executed before they arrive at

the Village ;
efpecially when they have any Room to fear they

"

will be refcued. Some Time finee a Frenchman being taken by
the Outagamis, thefe Barbarians held a Council on their Route,
to know how they ftiould difpofe of him. The Refult of the

Deliberation was to throw a Stick up in the Tree, and if it

lodged there, to burn their Prifoner ; but to throw it only a qqt^

tain Number of Times. By good Fortune for the Prifoner,

though the Tree was very thick of Branches, the Stick always
fell to the Ground.

I ftayed twenty-four Hours at the Rock, and to pleafe the Sz^

cr'i J 1 r TO vaees, and to fhew my entire Confidence in
The dolefulSongs

^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Conduftors were en-
of toe iiiinois. camped on the other Side of the River, I lay

in a Cabin in the midft of the Village, I paft the Night quiet

enough ; but I v/as waked very early by a Woman, who lived in

the next Cabin; when ftie awoke, the Remembrance of her Son,
whom ftie had loft fome Years before, came intQ her Mind, and
immediately Ihe began to weep, and to fmg in a very doleful

Tone.
The Illinois have the Charaéler of being cunning Thieves^

for this Reafon I caufed all my Baggage to be carried over to the
other Side ; but in fpite of this Precaution, and the Vigilance
of my People^ at our Departure we niifted a Gun, and fome

Oo 2 Trifles,
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Trifles, which we could never recover. The fame Evening we
pafled the laft Place of the River, where one is obliged to drag
the Cajioe ; afterwards the River has every where a Breadth and
Depth, that makes it equal to mo'ft of the largeft Rivers of Eu-
rope,

I faw alfo this Day, for the firft Time, fome Parrots : There

Of the Parrots ^^^^ Sides of the Theakikiy but

of Louifiana^^^^
^ Summer only. Thefe were fome Stagglers

* that were going to the MiJJijfipi^ where there

are fome in all Seafons : They are out little bigger than a Black-
bird, their Head is yellow, with a red Spot in the Middle, Green
prevails in all the reft of their Plumage. The two following

Days we traverfed a charming Country, and the third of OSid^

her about Noon we found ourfelves at the Entrance of the Lake
Pimiteouy ; it is the River which grows wider here, and which
for three Leagues is one League in Breadth. At the End of
thefe three Leagues, we find on the Right a fécond Village of
Illinois, diftant about fifteen Leagues from that of the Rock.

Nothing can be more pleafant than the Situation ; it has over

r^r L iz ;/
againftit, as in Perfpe6live, a very fineForeft,

Vf the yiUage
^j^.^j^ ^^^^ Colours, and behind

cj I imiteouy.
^ pj^.^^ immenfe Extent, bordered

with Woods. The Lake and the River fwarm with Filh, and their

Sides with Wild-Fowl. I met alfo in this Village four French Ca-

nadiansy who informed me that I was between four Parties of
Enemies, and that it was not fafe for me either to go forward,

or to return ; they told me further, that on the Route which I

had travelled, there were thirty Outagamis in Ambufti; that the'

liite Number of the fame Savages were ranging-round the Vil-

lage of Pimiiecuyy and others to the Number of eighty kept

at the Bottom of the River, divided into two Bands.

This Account made me recoiled what had happened to us the

Evening before ; we had ftopt at the End of the Ifland, to look

for fome Buftards, at which fome of my People had fired ; and

we heard fomebody cutting of Wood in the Middle of the Ifland.

The Nearnefs of the Village of Pimiteouy^ made us judge that it

was fome Illinois, and we held in that Opinion ; but it is very-

likely that they were Outagamis, who having difcovered us, and
not daring to attack us, becaufe I had twelve Men well armed,

thought to draw fome of us into the Woods, judging that they

ihoufd have an eafy Conqueft of the reft ; but our little Curi-

oiity kept bs from this Misfortune, which I ihould certainly not

have efcaped, if I had not had an Efcort commanded by a Man,
who was not of a Humour to ftop where there was no real Oc-
cafion.

What
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What farther confirmed the Account of the four Frenchmen

was, that thirty Warriors of Fimiteouyy commanded by the

Chief of the Village, were in the Field, to endeavour to get

ijiore certain News of the Enemy ; and that a few Days before

their Departure, there had been an A6lion in the Neighbour-
hood, in which the two Parties had each made one Prifoner :

The Outagami had been burnt about a Mulket-Shot from the

Village, and he was ftxU in his Frame. The Canadians^ who
affifted in his Puniftiment, told me that it lailed five Hours, and
that this unfortunate Wretch had maintained till his Death that

he was an Illinois, and that he had been taken in his Childhood
by the Outagamis, who had adopted him.

However, he had fought very well, and had it not been foj

a Wound received in the Leg, he had not been taken.

But as he could give no Proofs of what he had alledged, and
had been very near making his Efcape, they would not believe

him on his Word. He made it appear in the midft of his Tor-
ments, that Bravery, and Courage in bearing Pain, are very dif-

ferent Virtues, and that they do not always go together, fojr

he made moll lamentable Cries, which only ferved to animate
his Executioners. It is true that an old Woman, whofe So]j

had been formerly killed by the Outagamis^ made him fuifer

all the Pains that Fury infpired by Revenge could invent.

However, at laft they took Pity on his Cries, they covered
him with Straw, which they fet on Fire ; and as he had ftili

fome Life in him after it was burnt out, the Children killed

him with their Arrows. Generally, when a Sufferer does aot die
bravely, it is a Woman, or Children, that give him his Death^s
Wound : He does not deferve, they fay, to die by the Hand of
a Man.

I found myfelf. Madam, greatly embarrafled. On one Sidej

my Conductors did not think it prudent to go forward ; on the
other, it was very inconvenient for my Aflairs to winter at Fj^

miteouy : I fhouîd then have even been obliged to follow th^
Savages in their Winter-Quarters, and this would have made
me lofe a whole Year. At laft the two Canadia7zsy of the four
which I found at Fimiteouy, offered to encreafe my Y.{^ori, AP-d
they ail took Heart. I would have departed the next Day,
the fourth of OSlobcr, but the Rain, and fome other DiiScidtks
which we met with, flopt me the whole Day.
The Warriors, who had been out on ihe Dîfcovery, came

The Difficulties
^^^^ Afternoon, without maicing Txny

je îjjicu les ^ becaufe they had feen nothing:. Ther
in ^hich I found ii ri^j ^sr \ c %i i o

rir- all hied off before me with a proud Son of
^^^^J* an Air: They were only armed with Aj*
rows, and a round Shield of Buffalo's Hides^ and the/ did jjot
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feem to take any Notice of me. It is the Cuftom of the War-,
fiors to falate no Perfon when they are in a Body for War : But
almoil as foon as they had got into their Cabins, the Chief having
direfTed himfelf, came and paid me a Vifit of Ceremony. He is

about forty Years old, pretty tall, and fomething lean, of a
mild Charader, and very rational. He is alfo the braveft Sol-
dier of his Nation, and there is no Illinois that deferves better
than he the Sirname (q) that Homer gives by Way of Preference
to the Hero of his Iliad, This is faying a great deal, for the
Illinois are perhaps the fwifteft Runners in the World : The
Mijfourim are the only People that can difpute this Glory with
them.

As I perceived a Crofs of Copper, and a little Figure of the

A remarkable
Virgin hanging about the Neck of this^^^^^^^

§t.ryofthe Chtef ""^^^^ ^^^î^g^5 h^tn ^ Chr^Jltan,

^rPimiteoav
allured me that he had only put

^ ^ ' himfelf in this Equipage out of Refped to

me. They told me farther what I am going to relate, without
requiring you to believe more of it, than the Credit of my Au-
thors dcferve : They are Canadian Travellers, who certainly

did not invent what they told me, but who heard it reported as

U- certain Fad. This is the Story.

The Image of the Virgin, which the Chief wore, having
lallen into his Hands, I know not how, he was curious to know
who it reprefented : They told him it was the Mother of God,
and that the Child vyhich Ihe held in her Arms, was God him-
felfy who made himfelf Man fbr the Salvation of Mankind.
They explained to him in few Words the Myftery of this

inelFable Incarnation ; itnd farther told him, that the Chriftiam

always addrelTed themfelves to this divine Mother when they

were in any Danger, and that they feldom did it in vain. The
Savage liftened to this Difcourfe with much Attention ; and
fqme Time after, as he v/as hunting alone in the W"oods, an
Outagamiy who had laid in Ambufh, (liewed himfelf the Moment
after he had difcharged his Gun at fome Game, and took Aim at

Wm. Then he remeiïtbered what had been told him of the Mother
of God : He invoked her, and the Oufaga?ni attempting to Ihoot,

|iis Gun miffed Fire : He cocked it again, and the fame Thing hap-

pened five Times together. During this Time, the Illinois charged

his own, and in his Turn took Aim at his Enemy, who chofe ra-

ther to furrender than be Ihot. Since this Adventure, the Chief
never goes out of the Village without carrying his Safeguard with

him, with which he thinks himfelf invulnerable. If the Story is

true, it is very probable that it was the Fault of the Miflionary

(a) Swift-footed,
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alone that has hin^dered him from becoming a Chrtfilan, ajnd

that the Mother of God, after having preferved him from a
temporal Death, will obtain for him the Grace of a fincere Con-
verfion (a).

As foon as the Chief had left me, I went out to vifit the

cr/^ M r Environs of the Village, and I perceived
1 te manner cj

Savages, who went from Cabin to Cabin,
Mourmngfor the

^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^
Dead among the J ^^^^^ j mentioned before. One
Illinois.

jj^^ j^.g P^jg^^ ^j^^ g^^^j^^ ^j^^

other was the Father of him that had been flain. They walked
a great Pace, and put their Hands on the Heads of all they met;

probably to invite them to lhare in their Grief. Thofe who
have fought Refemblances between the Hebrenj;s and the Jine-

ricansy would not have failed to have taken particular Notice of
this Manner of Mourning, which fome Expreffions of Scripture

might give Room to thefe Conjefturers to judge might have
been in Ufe among the People of God,

About Evening, the Chief defired me to come to a Houfe

Th Car" f h
^^^^^^ MilTionaries had lodged

^ r • ^ % fome Years before, and where probably they
Cheffor my oaf

ufed to hold the Council: I went thither,

and found him there with two or three El-

ders. He began by faying that he was delirous of informing

me of the great Danger to which I was going to expofe myfel^
by continuing my Route : That upon thoroughly coniidering all

Circumftances, he advifed me to put off my Departure till the Sea-

fon was a little more advanced ; that he hoped then the Enemy's
Parties would be retired, and leave me a free FafTage. As h:e

might have his Views in detaining me at Timiteouyy I let him
know that I was not much afFeéted with his Reafons, and added,
that I had fome more prevailing ones to haften my Departure.

He feemed to be concerned at my Anfwer, and I foon found
that it proceeded from his AfFedion for me, and his Zeal for our
Nation.

Since your Refolution is taken, faid he, I am of Opinion,
" that all the French who are here, Ihould join themfelves to
" you to ftrengthen your Efcort : I have alfo already dedared
my Thoughts to them on this Matter, and have ftrongly re-

prefented to them, that they would be forever loft to ill Ho-
nour, if they fhould leave their Father in Danger, without
iharing it with him. I Ihould be very glad to accomp.ajay

^* you myfelf at the Head of all my Soldiers, but you know
*^ my Village is in Danger pf being attacked every pay, an.d

/a) K« i« in Fa^^ eonvertçd fircc.
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*• it is not proper for me to be abfent, and to leave it un-*

guarded in fuch Circumftances. As for the French, nothing
' can detain them here, but an Intereil which they ought to

facrifice to your Prefervation. This is what I have given
" them to underftand, and have farther told them, that if any one
*< of them fell into the Hands of the Enemy, it would only be

the Lofs of a Man, whereas a Father was alone to be efteem-
^* ed as many, and that they ought to run all Hazards, to pre-

vent fo great a Misfortune/'

I was charmed. Madam, with the Wifdom of this Man, and
more ftill with his Generofity, which inclined him, out of his

Regard for me^ to deprive himfelf of four Men, whofe Affiftance

was a Matter of Confequence, in his prefent Situation. I made no
Doubt before, that in his Willingnefs to detain me, he had a View
of making Ufe of my Efcort in Cafe of Need. I gave him
many Thanks for his Good-will and his Care, and I afTured

him that I was very well fatisiied with the Freficby that I would
divide them with him, and leave him two for his Defence, in

Cafe he fhould be attacked ; that the other two fhould accom-

pany me till 1 was in a Place of Safety, and with this Rein-

forcement I fhould think myfelf in a Condition to go any

where without Fear. He prefled me no further to itay, and I

retired.

This Morning he came to pay me a fécond Vifit, accompanied

jj . with his Mother-in-Lavv, who carried a young
tie catijes bis

^j^.^^ ^^^^ . You fee, faid he, ad-
Daughter to be

drefîinç^ himfelf to me, a Father in great
tapttxed.

Afflidion. This is my Daughter, who is

dying, her Mother died in bringing her into the World, and

no V/oman could faccceed in nurfmg her. She brings up all

fhe takes, and has perhaps but a few Hours to live : You
will do me a Pleafure to baptize her, that fhe may go to fee

** God after her Death." The Child was really very ill, and

pafl all Hopes of Recovery, fo I made no Scruple to bap-

^ tize it.

Should my Travels have been ufelefs in all other Refpe6b, I

acknowledge to you. Madam, I fhould not regret all the Fa-

tigues and Dangers of them, fmce, in all Probability, if I had

not come to Pimiteouy, this Child had never gone to Heaven,

where I make no Doubt fhe will foon arrive. I hope alfo, that

this little Angel will obtain for her Father the fame Grace he

has procured for her. I depart an Hour hence, and I trufl thi-s

Letter with the two French??icn I leave here, and who intend to

take the £ril: Opportunity to return to Canada,

J ant) &c.

8 LETTER



Travels in North America. 289

LETTER XXVII.
•

yourneyfrom Pïmiteouy to the Kaskasquias. Of the Courfe

of the Ri^er of the Illinois. Of the Copper Mines. Of the

Missouri. Of the Mines of the Ri<ver Mar a meg. Defcrip-

tion of Fort de Chartres, and of the MiJJïon of the Kasïcas-

IAS. Of the Fruit'Trees of Louisiana. Defcription of the

Mississippi aho<ve the Illinois. Different Tribes of that Na^^

tion. Borne Traditions of the Salvages* Their Notions of the Stars

and Planets y Eclipfesy and Thunder : Their Manner of computing

Time.

Madam, K.asç;asquias, OSloher 20^.

IConfefs very fincerely, that I was not fo eafy at leaving

Pi??ziteouyy as I feigned myfelf to be, as well for my own
Credit, as not entirely to difcourage thofe who accompanied me,
fome of whom concealed their Fear but very indifferently. The
Alarms in which I had found the Illinois, their doleful Songs,

the 'Sight of the CarcalTes expofed in their Frames^ horrible

Objefts, which continually reprefented to me what I was to ex-

pert, if I fhould have the Misfortune to fall into the Hands of

. thefe Barbarians : All this made an Impreflion upon me v/hich

I could not overcome, and for feven or eight Days I could not

fleep very found.

I was not apprehenfive indeed that the Enemy would attack

us openly, becaufe I had fourteen Men well armed, and well

commanded (a)-, but we had every Thing to fear from Sur-

prifes, as the Savages ufe all Manner of Artifices to draw their

Enemies into the Snares they lay for them. One of the moll
,

common is to counterfeit the Cry of fome Animal, or the Note
of a Bird, which they imitate fo perfedlly, that every Day fome
are brought into an Ambufli by it. One happens to be encamped
at.the Entrance of a Wood, we think we hear a Buffalo, a Deer,

or a Duck, two or three Men run that Way in Hopes of get-

ting fomething, and frequently they never return.

M. de St. Ange, who has fince very much diftinguifhed himitif againll t\p

Renards^ commanded my Efcort,

They
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They reckon 70 Leagues from Pimiteouy to the MiJJîJJtppî: îha^e

n C fe f ^^^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^ "^^^ * 5
Rock to

the Ri'vcrof the
P^'^^J^'o^y- the firft of thefe two Villages is in

Illinois
"^"^ Degrees Lat. the Entrance of the River
of the Illinois is in 40 Degrees ; fo that from

the Rock this River runs Weft, inclining a little to the South,

but it makes many Windings. From Time toTime we meet with
Iflands, fome of which are pretty large : Its Banks are but low
in many Places : In the Spring it overflows the greateft Part of
the Meadows, which are on the Right and Left, and which
are afterwards covered with Grafs and Herbs, that grow very

high. They fay it abounds with Fifh every where, but we had
no Time to fifh, nor any Nets that were fit for its Depth. Our
Bufaiefs was fooner done by killing a Buffalo, or a Roe-Buck,
and of thefe we had the Choice.

The 6th we faw a great Number of Buffaloes crofTmg the

River in a great Hurry, and we fcarce doubted but that they were
hunted by one of the Parties of the Enemy, which they had
fpoken of : This obliged us to fail all Night, to get out of fuch

a dangerous Neighbourhood. The next Day before it was light

we paffed the Sagui?nonty a. great River that comes from the

South ; Five or fix Leagues lower we left on the fame Hand
another fmaller, called the River of the Macopines : Thefe are

great RootSn which eaten raw, are Poifon, but being roafted by a
fmall Fire for five or fix Days or more, have no longer any hurt?,

ful Quality. Between thefe two Rivers, at an equal Diftancc

from both we find a Marih called Machouiin, which is exaftiy

half-way ïxom Pimiteouy to the MiJJtfftppi,

Soon after we had paffed the River of the Macopines^ we per-

ceived the Banks of the MiffiJJippi, which are very high. Wc
rowed however above twenty-four Hours longer, and often with

our Sail up, before we entered it ; becaufe the River of the lU
linois changes its Courfe in this Place from the Weft to the

I South and by Eaft. One might fay, that out of Refentment at

being obliged to pay the Homage of its Waters to another Ri-

ver, it fought to return back to its Spring.

Jts Entrance into the Mi/JIJJîppi is Éaft South Eaft. It was the

* loth, about half pail Two in the Morning,
opp^r,

^^^^ found ourfelves in this River, which
at that Time made fo much Noife in France, leaving on the

Right Hand a great Meadow, out of which there rifes a little

River, in which there is a great deal of Copper. Nothing can

be more charming than all this Side ; but it is not quite the fame
on the Left Hand. We fee there only very high Mountain*

interfperfed with Rocks, between which there grows fome Ce-
' dars;



Travels in North America. 291

dars ; but this is only a Skreen that has little Depth, and which
hides fome very fine Meadows.
The loth, about Nine in the Morning, after we had gone five

cTL n jj Leagues on the MiffiJJippi^ we arrived at the

r .L\^^'(f'''T^ Mouth of the Mijfouru which is North North

I'S""-' Weft, and South South Eaft. I believe this
the Milliliippi.

g^^^ Confluence in the World. The
two Rivers are much of the fame Breadth, each about half a

League ; but the Mijfouri is by far the moft rapid, and feems to

enter the MiJpJJîppi like a Conqueror, through which it carries

lié white Waters to the oppofite Shore, without mixing them ;

afterwards it gives its Colour to the MiffiJJippi^ which it neyer
lofes again, but carries it quite down to the Sea.

The fame Day we \Vent to lay in a Village of the Caoquiasy

and the Tamarouas : Thefe are two Nations of Illinois^ which are

united, and who do not together make a very numerous Village. It

is fituated on a little River, which comes from the Eaft, and which
has no Water but in the Spring Seafon ; fo that we were forc-ed

to walk a good half League to the Cabins. I was furprifed that

they had chofen fuch an inconvenient Situation, as they might
have found a much better; but they told me that the MiJ/îJ/ippi

waftied the Foot of the Village v/hen it was built, and that in

three Years it had loft half a League of Ground, and that they
were thinking of looking out for another Settlement.

I paired the Night in the Houfe of the Miffionarles, which
are two Ecclefiaftics of the Seminary of ^ehec, formerly my
Difciples, but who might be now my Mafters. The oldeft of
the two (a) was abfent ; I found the youngeft (bj fuch as he
had been reported to me, fevere to himfelf, full of Charity for

others, and making Virtue amiable in his own Perfon. But he
has fo little Health, that I think he cannot long fupport the
Way of Life, which they are obliged to lead in thefe Mif-
fions.

The eleventh, after having gone five Leagues, we left on our

Of the M' e f ^^^^^ River of Marameg, where fome

theRi-ver uLÏ Perfons are adually employed in jeeking Sil-

ver Mines. Perhaps you will be pleafed,
^^2* Madam, to know what Succefs there is to be
expcfted from thefe Searches. This is what I have heard con-
cerning them, from an intelligent Perfon, who has been here
many Years. In 17 19 the Sieur de Lochon, fent by the Weftern
Company in the Capacity of a Founder, having dug in a Place
that was ftiewed him, took up a pretty large Quantity of the
Mineral, a Pound of which, that took up four Days to melt,

(a) M.Taumur, (h) M. Le MercUr,

P p 2? pro*

\
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produced, as they fay, two Drachms of Silver; but fome Berfpnâ
fufpeél he put in the Silver, Some Months after he returned
again, and without thinking any more of Silver, from two or
three thoufand Weight of the Mineral he extradled fourteen
Pounds of very bad Lead, which coll him 1400 Livres : Being
dilheartened with this bad Succefs, he returned to France,

The Company, being perfuaded of the Certainty of the Signs
which Jiad been reporte^ to them, thought the Unfkilfulnefs of
the Founder was the only Caufe of this ill Succefs, and fent in
his Stead a Spaniard^ named Anthony, taken at the Siege of Pm-
facola, and who had been a Slave in the Gallies, but who boafi-

ed of having worked at a Mine in Mexico, He was allowed a
confiderable Salary, but he fucceeded little better than the Sieur
de Lochon, He was not difheartened however, and People were
willing to believe he failed only through Want of Skill to build

Furnaces. lie gave up the Lead, and undertook to get Silver,

jke found Means to open the Rock, which was eight or ten Feet

thick, and he blew up feveral Pieces of it, which he put into

melting Pots ; 'twas reported, that he got two or three Drachms
cf Silver, but many Perfons ftill doubt of it.

During thefe Tranfaflions, there arrived a Company of the

King^s Miners, the Chief which was onQ Renaudiere, who de-

termining to begin with the Lead Mine, did nothing at all, be-

caufe neither he nor any of his Company underftood the Con- ^

flru£lioh of Furnaces. 'Twas very furprifing, to fee the Eafi-

nefs of thé Company in advancing large Sums, and the littlfe

Precautioil they took to be allured of the Capacity of thofe they

employed. ^ La Renaudiere and his Miners not being able to ac-

complifh the making of Lead, a particular Company undertook

the Mines of Maramegy and the Sieur Renaud^ one of the Di-
reélors, furveyed them very carefully. He found here in the

Month of June lall â Bed of Lead at only the Depth of two
Feet through the whole Length of a Mountain, which extends

a great Way, and he is a£lually at Work upon it. He Hatters

himfelf alfo that there is Silver under the Lead ; but every

Body is not of his Opinion : Time will difcover what there is

in it.

I arrived the next Day at the Kajkafq^uias at Nine in the

r\ r ' r Morning. The Jefuits had here a very flou-

r ^'JfPi''''. 'J rifhing Miffion, which has lately been di-
t/7e J^alkalquias.

^ij^d into two, becaufe it was thought pre-

fer to form two Villages of Savages inllead of one. The moll

populous is on the Side of the MiJJij[Jîpfi\ two Jefuits (a) have
the Government of it in Spiritual Affairs. Haif a League

(d) leather Li Boulanger^ and Father dc Kersbenn

lower
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lower Is the Fort de Chartres^ about a Mufket Shot from the

River. M. Dugue de Boijhrilîandy a Canadian Gentleman, com-
mands here for the Company, to which this Place belongs ; and
all the Space between thefe two Places begins to be peopled with
French, Four Leagues farther, and a League from the River^

there is a large Village of French, almoft all Canadians, who
have a Jefuit for their Prieft (b). The fécond Village of the Illi^

nois is two Leagues diftant from it, and farther up in the Coun«
try. A fourth Jefuit has the Care of it (c).

The French are here pretty much at their Eafe. A Flemings %
Servant of the Jefuits, has taught them how to fowV/heat, and it

thrives very well. They have fome Horned Cattle and Fowls*
The Illinois, on their Side, cultivate the Lands after their Man^
ner, and are very laborious. They alfo breed Fowls, which
they fell to the French. Their V/ives are fufficiently dexterous ;

They fpinthe Buffalo's Wool, and make it as fine as that of the
Englijh Sheep. Sometimes one would even take it for Silk*

They make Stuffs of it, which they dye black, yellow, and a
dark red. They make Gowns of it, which they few with the
Thread made of the Sinews of Roe-Bucks. Their Method of
making this Thread is very eafy. When the Sinew is well
cleaned from the Flefti, they expofe it in the Sun two Days :

When it is dry, they beat it, and get out of it, without any-

Trouble, a Thread as white and as fine as that of Malines, anq
much ftronger.

The French Village is bounded on the North by a River ; the
Banks of which are fo high, that although the Waters fome-r

times rife twenty-five Feet, it feldom runs out of its Bed. All
this Country is open : It confifts of vaft Meadows, which extend
for twenty-five Leagues, and v/hich are feparated only by little

Groves, which are all of good Wood. There are efpecially

fome white Mulberry-Trees ; but I was furprized that they fuf-^

fer the Inhabitants to cut them down to build their Houfes ;

and the rather, becaufe they do not want other Trees fit for that
Ufe.

Among the Fruit-Trees, which are peculiar to this Country,

Fruit Trees of
remarkable are thofe which bear the

Louifiana
^ Fruits called the Pacqne, the Jcimine^ and the

Piakimine, The Pacane is a Nut of the
Length and Shape of a large Acorn. There are fomé whicli
have a very thin Shell, fome have a harder and thicker one, and
this is fo much taken from the Fruit : They are alfo fomething
imaller. They are all of a very fine and delicate Tafte. Th«
Tree that bears them grov/s very high ; Its Wood and Bark, its

(h) Father Déeauhoh, (c) Father, Cuymmcau,
8
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Smell, and the Shape of its Leaves, appeared to me to be much
like the Walnut-Trees of Europe.

The Acimine is a Fruit of the Length of three or four Inches,

and an Inch Diameter : Its Pulp is tender, fomething fweetifli,

and full of a Seed like that of the Water Melon. The Acimm
Tree does not grow large, nor very high. All thofe I have
fecn, are little more than Shrubs of a brittle Wood. Its Bark is

thin : The Leaves are as long and large as thofe of the Chef-
nut-Tree, but of a darker Green.
TLt 'Piahimine is of the Shape, and a little bigger than s

-Danifi ii: Its Skin is tender, its Subflance watery, its Colour
rfed ; and it has a very delicate Tafte. It has Seeds which dif-

fer in nothing from thofe of the Aciminey but in being fmaller.

The Savages make a Pafte of this Fruit, and form little Loaves
of it aboat an Inch thick, and of the Confiftence of a dry'd Pear.

The Tade at liril feems a little infipid, but one grows eafily

iîs*d to it. They are very nourifliing, and a fovereign Remedy,
it is faid, againil a Loofenefs and the Bloody-Flux. The Pia-

kimine Tree is a line Tree, as high as our common Plumb-
Treçs : Its Leaves have five Points: Its Wood is tolerably

har.d, and its Bark very rough.

-The Ofoiges^ a pretty numerous Nation, fettled on the Side of

Farh^' F"oi)h
^ River that bears their Name, and which

arious
runs into ihQ Mi^ouri, about forty Leagues

are /eme^
from its Jandion with the MiMppi, fendm the M.noi n,
^^^^^ ^.^^ ^ Year to fing the Calumet

^nditshnrvtrons,
the Kafiafquias, and are adualiy

there atprefent. I have alfo juft now feen a Mijfoiirite Woman,
who told me that her Nation is the firil we meet with going up
the Mijjûuri, from which Ihe has the Name we have given her-,

for Want of knowing her true Name. It is fituated So Leagues
from the Corfl-aence of that River with xki^MtJfiffippi*

Higher up v^e find the Can/ex, ; then the Oâotatas^ which
fome call MaSïctatas ; then the xijcuez^ and then the Pants ^ a
yery populous Nation, divided into feveral Cantons, which have
Names very different from each other. This Woman has con*

Srmed to me what I had heard from the ^ioux^ that the MrJJhurs

rifes out of fome naked Mountains, very high, behind which
there is a great River, which probably rifes from them alfb, and
which runs to the Well. This Tellimony carries fome Weight,
becaufeof all the Savages which we know, none travel farther

than the Mijfouritsu

Ail the People I have mentioned, inhabit the Weft Side of

T) f f Mijfouriy except the Ajouez, which are on

, T^M'/fJ' --^ the Eaft Side, Neighbours of the Sioux, and
the mx^m^^x,

^j^^.^ ^jj.^g^ Among the Rivers which run
uboye the im-

into theM/^///, above the River of the //-

Umis^ one of the moft confiderabie is the Ri*

vcr
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ver of BuUs^ which is twenty Leagues diftant from the River of
the Illinois^ and which comes from the Weft. They have diito-

vered in its Neighbourhood a very fine Salt^Pit. They have
aifo found feveral fuch on the Sides of the Marameg, about

twenty Leagues from hence* About forty Leagues further, we
leave the Affenejipiy or the Ri^er of the Rock ; fo called, becaufe

it is over-againft a Mountain which is in the Bed of the Mi/fi/-

Jtppii and where fome Travellers have affirmed there was Rock
Chryftal.

Twenty- five Leagues higher, we find the River Ouifconfîng^ on
the Right Hand, by which Father Marqueîfey and the bieur 'jclieîT,

entered the MiJJjJpppiy when they firll difcovered it. The yjjouez^

who are in this Latitude, that is to fay^ in about 43^. 3o^ who
travel much, and who go, we are aHured, from twenty five to

thirty Leagues a Day, when they have not their Families with
them, fay that fetting out from their Habitations, they come ia
three Days to a People called Omans ; who are of a fair Com-
plexion, with light Hair, efpecially the Women. They add,
that this Nation is continually at War with the Pants, and other

Savages further to the Weft ; and that they have heard them
fpeak of a great Lake, very diftant from them, in the Environs
of which the,re are People like the Frenchy who have Buttons to

their Clothes, who build Towns, who ufe Horfes for hunting
the Buffaloes, which they cover with Buffaloes Skins i but who
have no Arms but Bows and Arrows.

On the Left, about fixty Leagues above the River of ^tdls^

we fee the Moingona come out of the Mtdft of an immenfe and
magnificent Meadow, which is quite covered with Buffaloes and
other wild Creatures. At its Entrance into the Mififfippi^ it has

little Water, and it is alf) but narrow : It has nevertiielefs a

Courfe, as they fay, of two hundred and fifty Leagues, winding
from the North to the Weft. They add, that its Source is in a
Lake, and that it forms a fécond fifty Leagues from thefirft.

From this fecqnd Lake it inclines to the Left, and enters the

Blue Rinjer ; thjis named, becaufe of its Bottom, which is an ,

Earth of this Colour. It difcharges itfelf into the River 6"/.

Peter. Li-g^okig up tl^e Moingona, they find a great deal of Coal ;

and when they have gX)ne up it one hundred and fifty Leagues,
they perceive a great Cape, which makes the River wind ; the

Water of which, iiv this Part, is red and ftinking. It is ailured^

that many Mineral Stones have been gathered on this Cape, and
that Antimony has been brought hither from thence.

A League above the Mouth of the Moingona, there are two
Falls in the Mijpjjtppi, which are pretty long, where they are

oblicted to unload and tow the Pettiaugre : And above the fe-

éonà Fall, that is to fay^ twenty-one Leagues from Ùi^Moingona^

thej
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they find On both Sides the River Lead Mines, difcovered for-

merly by a famous Traveller of Canada, named Nicolas Perroff

and v/hich bear his Name* Ten Leagues above the Oui/conjiug^

on the fame Side, begins a Meadow fixty Leagues long, bordered
by Mountains, which make a charming Profpe6l. There is

another Meadow on the Weft Side, but not fo long. Twenty
Leagues higher than the Extremity of the firH, the River grows
wider, and they have named the Place the Lake de hon Secours,

(of good Succour), It is a League wide, and feven Leagues ia
Compafs, and it is alfo environed with Meadows, Nicolas Per-
iTQt built a Fort on the Right.

At coming out of the Lake, we meet with UlJIe Pelee, (the

hald Ijland) ; fo called, becaufe there is not one Tree in it ; but
It is a very fine Meadow. The French of Canada have often

made it the Centre of their Trade in thefe Weftern Parts ; and
many have wintered here, becaufe all the Country is very fit for

Hunting. Three Leagues below Uljlg Pelee, we leave on the

Right Hand the River of St, Croix, (the Holy CrôfsJ, which
comes from the Environs of the Upper Lake. They fay that

Copper has been found pretty near its Mouth. Some Leagues
further, we leave on the Left Hand the River of St. Pierre, (St.

Peter), the Sides of which are peopled with Sioux, and the

Mouth of which is not far from the Fall of St. Anthony* The
Mijflljippi is little known above this great Cafcade,

To return to t\\& Illinois.—li it is true which I have been af«

fured of in many Places, and v^'hich xht Mijfourite Woman I men-
tioned before confirmed to me, that they and the Miamis come
from the Borders of a Sea very diftant to the Weft (a), it ap-

pears that their firft Station, Vv'hen they came down into this

Country, was the Moingona : At leaft it is certain that one of

their Tribes bears that Name. The others are known by the

Names of the Peorias, the Tamarouas, the Caoquias, and the Kaf-

kafquias : But thefe Tribes are now much intermixed, and re-

duced to be very inconfiderable. There remains at prefent but

very few of the Kajkafquias ; and the two Villages that bear

their^Name, are almoft wholly compofed of Tamarouas, and of

Metchigpjnias, a ftrange Nation, who came from the Borders of

a little River, which we fliall meet with going down the

Jippi^ and whom the Kajkafquias have adopted.

This is, Madam, all that I can at prefent inform you of,.con-

cerning Louijiana, into which I am but newly come. But be-

fore I finifh this Letter, I miift communicate to you fome Ac-

(a) A Woman of the Mwmh, Prifoner of the Shux^ afiured Father

ht. P<?, at prerent Superior of the Miffions of Neiv France^ that fhe was ear-

Fied by th« 'omix to a Villsgç of her own Ration, that was v-ery near th^

Sea.

I
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counts, whkh will ferve as a Supplement to what I have already

faid of the Savages in gene'^al, and which I learnt on my Routei

from the River St, Jofeph to this Place.

You may have obferved in the Fable of Atahentfec driven from
' ^ J, . ^ , Heaven, fome Traces of the Story of the

iradittomoj tbe Woman, banifhed from the terrelîrial
^inofthefirftWo^

Paradife, in Punilhment of her .Difobedi-
7r^n, and of the

^^^^ . Tradition of the Deluge, aï
«^^* well as of the Ark, in which Noah i^c^tà,

himfelf with his Family. This Circumilance does not hinder

me from adhering to the Opinion of F\ dc Acofia, who thinks

that this Tradition does not relate to the univerfal Deluge, but

a particular Deluge in A7nerica, In Fad, the Algonqums, and
almoll all the People who fpeak their Langaage, taking for

granted the Creation of the firll: Man, fay that his Pollerity be- /

ing almoft all entirely deflroyed by a general Inundation, one
named Meffou, others call him Saketchak^ who faw all the Earth

deeply covered with Waters by the overflowing of a Lake, fent

a Raven to the Bottom, of this Abyfs, to fetch him fome Earth :

That this Raven not having well executed his CommiiTien, he
fent a Mufk Rat on the fame Errand, who fucceeded better :

That out of this little Earth, which the Animal brought him, hé

rellored the World to its iirft State : That' he fnot Arrows into

the Trunks of the Trees vv^hich ftill appeared, and that thefe

Arrows turned into Branches : That he v/rought many other

Miracles ; and that, in Acknowledgment of the Service which
the Mulk Rat had done him, he married a Female of that Spe-

cies, by which he had Children, which re-peopled the Vv orld t

That he communicated his Immortality to a certain Savage, and
gave it him in a little Pacquet, with Orders not to open it, on
the Penalty of lofmg fuch a precious Gift.

The Huro7is and the Iroquois fay that TaronhiacuagoJt,- Ûit King"
of Heaven, gave his Wife a Kick, fo violent, that' it threw her

from Heaven to the Earth : That this Woman fell upon the

Back of a Tortoife ; which beating off the Waters of the De-
luge with his Feet, he at lad difcovered the Earth, and car-^

ried the Woman, to the Foot of a Tree, where llie lay-in of
Twins ; and that the Elder killed the Younger*

It is not Turpriziug that thefe People, who are fo indifrerent

cr? ' \T r about Things paft, and who are very little
u heir Notions of ^

^
.7 Q. J n/ concernea about 1 hmas to come, iliould
ihe btars ana r la- , Tr ^ ^ r i tt i

^^^^
nave no Knowleage of thg Heavens, and
fliould make no Diiference between the Pla-

nets and fixed Stars ; unlefs it be that they divide the laft, as we
do, into Coniiellations. They call Ûi^. Pleiades, the Male and
Female Da?2cers * They give the Name of the Bear to the four

Q^q firft
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firft of thofèj^e call the Great Bmr ; the three others, which
niake its Tatf, are, according to them, three Hunters, who pur-
fue the Bear ; and the littJe-Star that accompanies the middle
one, is the Kettle, which the fécond carries with him. The Sa-
vages of AcadiaZdXl this Conlleliation and the following, fimply
the Great and the Little Bear : But may we not judge, that when
they talked in this Manner to the Sieur Lefcarbot^ they only re-
peated what they had heard from feveral of the French ?
The greatell Part of the Savages call the Pole Star, the Star

Howo the kno^
^^^^ never moves. It is this that guides

the "^North n^hm ^^^"^ ^^^^^ Travels by Night, as the Sun

the SÂ is cloud
ferves them for a Compafs in the Day. They

y « J« alfo other Marks to diftinguifh the
North. They pretend to have obferved that the Tops of the
Trees always lean a little that Way, and that the inward Skin
of their Bark is alv/ays thicker on that Side : But they do not
trufl fo entirely to thefe Obfervations, as not to take other Pre-
cautions not to go wrong, and to find their Way back when they
return.

As to what regards the Courfe of the Stars and Planets, the
Caufes of the Celeftial Phœnomenons, the Nature of Meteors,
and fuch-like Things, '^they are in all thefe Refpeds, as in

every Thing elfe that does not afFecl them fenfibly, in a moÀ
profound Ignorance, and a perfe£l Indifference. If an Eclipfe

happens, they imagine there is fome great Combat in the Heavens ;

and they Hioot many Arrows into the Air, to drive away the pre-

tended Enemies of the Sun and Moon. The Hurons, when the

Moon is eclipfed, fancy that fhe is fick ; and to recover her from
this Sicknefs, they make a great Noife, and accompany this

Noife with many Ceremonies and Prayers ; and they never fail

to fall upon the Dogs with Sticks and Stones, to fet them a

yelping, becaufôîhey believe the Mooi^ loves thefe Animals,

Thefe Savages, and many others,* could never be brought to

believe that an Eclipfe is an indifferent Thing, and purely natu-

ral. They expe£l Good or Evil from it, according to the Place

of the Heavens where the Planet is darkened. Nothing fur-

prized them more, than to fee how exaélly the Mifiionaries fore-

told thefe Phœnomenons ; and they concluded that they mufl

alfo forefee their Confequences.

Thefe People are not better acquainted with the Nature of

Thunder : Some take it for a Voice of a particular Species of

Men, who fly in the Air. Others fay, the Noife comes from

certain Birds, that are unknov/n to them. According to the

Montagnais, it is the Effort which a Genius makes to bring up a

Snake which he hath fvvallowed, and they found this Notion on
z c^ferving.
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©bfervîng, that when the Thunder falls upon a TreCi jt leaves a
Mark fomething like the Shape of a Snake. >

They all reckon the Months by the Moons; the gréafteft Num-

TheirMa f ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ "^^^^j

dividin Tim^^
thirteen. The Inconveniencies, which piay

I t mg ime,
^^.^^ Ixoxa this Diveriity, are not of any great

Confequence among People, who have no Annals, and whofe
AiFairs do not depend on Annual Epochas. There is alfo among
them a great Variety in the Names of the Seafons and of the

Moons, becaufe in all the diiFerent Nations, thefe are dif-

tinguithed or marked out by their Hunting and Fifhing, their

Sowing and Harveft, the firft Appearance and the Fall of the

Leaves, the Paffage of certain Beafts and Birds, the Time when
the Roe-Bucks Ihed their Hair, and the Rutting Time of va-

rious Animals ; and thefe Things vary much according to the

different Cantons»
There are fome Nations, where they reckon the Years by the

twelve Signs, unlefs when they fpeak of their Age, and on fome
other Occafions, in Regard to which they ufe the Lunar Years.

They have not among any of them any Diflinélion of Weeks,
and the Days have no particular Names in any of their Lan-
guages. They have four fixed Points in the Day, <vi%, the rifing

and felting of the Sun, Noon and Midnight, and whateveir

Weather they happen to have, they are never miilaken in thefe.

For the reil, that aftronomical Exadnefs in adjuiling the Lunar
with the Solar Years, Baron la Hontan does them the Honour of
attributing to them, is a meer Invention of this Writer.

They have no chronological Computation, and if theyprefervc

the Epochas of certain remarkable Events, they do not compre-
hend exactly the Time that is pall fince : They are fatisfied with
remembering the Fads, and they have invented feveral Ways of
preferving the Remembrance of them. For Inflance, the Hurons

and the Iroquois have in their public Treafuries Belts of Proce*

Iain, in which are wrought Figures, that revive the Memory of
Tranfa6lions. Others make ufe of Knots of a particular Form,
and if in thefe Things their Imagination labours, yet it always

leads them to the Point propofed. Laftly, they all reckon from
one to ten, the tens by ten to a hundred, the hundreds by ten to

a thoufand^ and they go no farther in their Calculations.

lam^ &c,

LETTER
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LETTER XXVIII.

Of the Colony of the Illinois^^ Journey to the AkAksas. Defcrip-

iion of the Country,

Madam, Kaskasquias, iVi?«L/. 8.

MY laft Letter is gone for Canada, from whence I am affured

that it will go fooner to France by Uljle Royal, And in-

deed, if it fnould happen to mifcarry by the Way, the Lofs would
not be great. I begin this again at xht Kafajquias, but, accord-

ing to all Appearances, I fhaii not finiih it here. I havfi been

here above a Month, and I am haftening my Departure as much
as pofnble.

As I have as yet feenin Louïfîana only this Pod, the fail of

ne Ufefulnefs of
Antiquity, I cannot judge of

theFoft of thill
'^>' C^^P^^^^^« ^'"^^ But itap^.

linois
pears certain to me, that it has two Advan-
tages, one of which can never be difputed,

^nd the other renders it at prefent neceflary to the whole Province,

The firil arifes from its Situation, which is near Canada, with

which it will alv/ays have a Communicstion equally ufeful to the

two Colonies. The fécond is, that it may be made the Granary
of Louifana, which it can fupply v/ith Plenty of Wheat, though

iX fhouid be quite peopled down to the Sea.

The Land is not only fit to bear Wheat, but has hitherto refu-

fed nothing that is neceiTary for the Food of Man. The Climate

is very mild, in thirty-eight Degrees, thirty-nine Minutes North
Latitude : It would be very eafy to encreafe Flocks here. They
jnight alfo tame the wild BuiFaioes, from which they would ob-

tain a great Beneiit in the Trade of their Wool and Hides, and

for the Suflenance of the Inhalsitants.

The Air is good here, and if ,we fee feme Diilempers, we may
attribute them only to Poverty and DifTolutenefs, and perhaps
in forne fmall Degree to the Lands newly turned up ; but this

laft Inconvçnience will not continue always, and the Climate
>vill not at all affed thofe who hereafter fhall be born here.

Laftly we are affured of the Illinois, more than of any Nation of
Savages in Canada, if we except the Ahenaquis, They are almoft

all Chrijiians, of a mild Difpolitipn, and at all Times very af-

leûionate to the French,

I aiiï.
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I am here. Madam, one hundred and fifty Leagues frofei the

'77 n jj Place' where I began this Letter: I am.goin^
Extreme Cold. ^.^.^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^.^j^ ^ Traveller,

who reckons to be at Ne^ Orleans much fooner than I, becaufe

he will ftop no where, and I niuft make fome Stay at the

Natchez, I had depended on two Things on leaving the Illinois j

the firft, that as I was going do^n a very rapid River, and oa
which I was in no Danger of being ftopt by thofe Falls and
Torrents fo frequent in the Rivers of Canada^ I fliould not be
long in my Journey, though I had near four hundred Leagues to

go, becaufe of the Windings which the River makes. The fé-

cond was, that my Route being all the Way to the South, it

would be quite unneceiTary to take any Precautions againfl: the
Cold ; but I was miilaken in both. I found myfelf obliged to

fail ftill flower than I had done on the Lakes, which T was
obliged to crofs, and I fufîer'd a Cold as piercing as any I had
ever felt at ^.ehec.

It is true, that it was ilill quite another Thing at the KafiafquI--

ÛS, which I had left a few Days before; for the River, as I heard
on my Route, was foon frozen in fuch a Manner that thev went
upon it in Carriages. It is notv/ithllanding a good half League
wide at that Place, and more rapid than the Rhoiie, This is the
more furprizing, as generally excepting fome flight Froits, caufed
by the North and North Wefc Winds, the Winter in this Coun-
try is fcarcely perceivable. The River v/as not frozen where I
was, but I was all Day in an open Pettiaugre, and by Confe-
quence expofed to all the Injuries of the Air, and as I had taken
no Precaution againft the Cold which Idid not exped, I found
it very fevere (a).

If I could have made more Way, I fhould have found everjr

rhe Manner of
^'^^ ^ fenfible Decreafe of the Cold ; but we

a-j^ atho' the
navigate the MiJpJJi.ppi with Prudence,

M^Wi'^'^i
W^e do not readily hazard ourfelves upon it

* in Canoes of Bark, becaufe the River al-

ways bringing down a great Number of Trees, Vv^hich fall from
it's Sides, or which are brought into it by the Rivers it receives

;

many of thefe Trees are ilopt in paffing by a Point, or on ^
Shoal ; fo that every Moment one is expofed to run upon ^
Branch or againil: a Root hidden under the Water, and there
needs no more to fpilt thefe brittle Carriages

; efpecially when
to fhun an Enemy's Party, or for any other Reafon, we proceed
in the Night, or fet out before Day.

Therefore one is obliged to ufe Pettiaugres inflead of Canoe*
«f Bark, that is tofay, Trijnks of Trees made hollow, which are

(a) This îafted two Months,

|10t
^
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not fulgtjeéltothefame Inconveniences, but which are i^ery clum-

fy, and are not managed as we pleafe. I am in one which is made
of a Waînut-Tree, fo narrow that it will not bear a Sail ; and
my Conduélors accuftomed, to the little Paddles, which they ufe
in the Canoes, find it difficult to manage the Oars. Add to this,

if the Wind is a little frelh, the Water comes into the Pettiaugre,
and this frequently happens at this Seafon of the Year.

It was the tenth of November, at Sun-fet, that I embarked on

Why the Leases
^^"^^

f.Jf^'l'''''' ' \
fallfofoon.andap^

Leagues to the neverthelefs I was

^pearfo late on the ^^^^^^^ f^^^P f^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^W ./ Louifia- f,'^' I could make but fix Leagues on
the River. 1 he Leaves fall fooner m this

Country than in France^ and new ones do not
appear till the End of May ; and yet it very feldorn fnows here,

and I have already obferved that the Winters here are generally

very mild. What then can be the Reafon of this Backwardnefs F

I can fee no other than the Thicknefs of the Forells, which hin-

ders the Earth from being fo foon warmed, to make the Sap
rife.

The 1 2th, after having gone two Leagues, I left Cape St. Antha*

Of the Reeds ^ ^^^^ Hand. It is here that we begin
" * to fee Canes or Reeds : They are much like

thofe which grow in many Places of Europe, but they are higher
and Wronger. It is faid that they are never feen but in a good
Soil; but the Lands where they grow muft be moift, and of Cbn-
fequence fitter for Rice than Wheat. They do not take the Pains

to pull them up, when they would clear the Land where they

grow ; and indeed it would not be very eafy to do it, their knotty
Pvoots being very long, and joined together by a great Number of
Filaments, which extend a great Way. Thefe Roots have natu-

rally a pretty fine Polifh, and come near to thofe of the Bamboos
of Japart; of which they make the fine Canes which the Dutch
fell by the Name of Rottangs,

They content themfelves therefore when they would cultivate

W IV * I
^ Field covered with thefe Pvccds, to cut them

^otfu'-Zjed
^^^^ ^^'^ ^'"^^

'
^^^^^ ^^^^^^

T Y^.^^
^ dry, and afterwards burn them; The Afhes

X^oui iana.
^^^^^ ^^^^ Manure, and the Fire opens

the Pores of the Earth, which they ftir lightly, and then fow what
they pleafe ; Rice, Maiz, Water Melons, in a Word all Sorts of

Grain and Pulfe,*except Wheat, which in thefe rich Soils fhoots

into Straw and produces no Ears. This Defed might be remedied

by throwing Sand on this Soil? and by fowing Maiz on it for

fome Years,
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As for the high Grounds, and others, which are not expofed to

the Inundations of the River, they are very fit at prefent to

bear Wheat, and if the Trials which they have made ' in fome
Places have not fucceeded, becaufe the Grain grew fmutty, it

was becaufe the Country not being open enough, the Air is too

much confined to difperfe the Mills that breed the Smut. The
Proof of this is, that among the ///^W/V, where there are more
Meadows than Woods, Wheat grows up and ripens as well

as in France,

The 13th, after a very hot Night, we went about three

Leagues in Spite of a South Wind, which was continually blow-
ing Wronger and ftronger, and which became at lail fo violent,

that it obliged us to flop. A great Rain made it fall in .the

Evening, and about Midnight there arofe a North Weft Wind,
which began the extreme Cold I have mentioned. To com-
pleat our ill Luck, an Accident ftopt us all the next Day, tho'

it was not fafe for us to remain where we were. It is not long
jfince that the Cherokees killed forty Frenchmen here, at whofe
Head was a Son of M. de Ramezaiy Governor of Montrealy and
one of the Baron de LongueuiPs^ the King's Lieutenant for the

fame Town. Befides thefe Savages, who are not yet reconciled

to us, the Outagamisy the SiouXy and the Chicachasy kept us in

great Uneafinefs, and I had with me only three Men.
The 15th, the Wind changed to the North, and the Cold en-

Ri^er Ouaba
^^^^f^^' We went four Leagues to the

, /W b h "I

* South, then we found that the River turned
^ ^ ^ four Leagues to the North. Immediately

after this Reach, we pafied on the Left by the fine River Ouabache

(Wabache)y by which one may go quite up to the Iroquois^

when the Waters are high. Its Entrance into the Mijfijjlppi is

little lefs than a Quarter of a League wide. There is no Place

in Louijiana more fit, in my Opinion, for a Settlement than this,

nor where it is of more Confequence to have one. All the

Country that is watered by the Ouabache^ and by the Ohio that

runs into it, is very fruitful : It conflfts of vaft Meadows, well

watered, where the wild BuiFaloes feed by Thouifands. Fur-
thermore, the Communication with Cajiada is as eafy as by
the River of the IUi?toisy and the Way much Ihorter. A Fort,

with a good Garrifon, v/ould keep the Savages in Awe, efpe-

cially the Cherokees, who are at prefent the moll num.erous Na-
tion of this Continent,

Six Leagues belov/ the Mouth of the Ouabache, we find on

Ir n Mines
fame Side a very high Coaft, on which

ron ines,
^-^^^ thejpe are Iron Mines. W^e went a

great Way this Day, which #as the îôth; but we faffered

much
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much by tlie Cold : It Hill encreafed the following Days, tho*
the Wind was changed to South South Weil. We were alfo

obliged to break the Ice, tho' it was indeed but thin, to get
forward. The 19th, we went four Leagues, after which a South
Wind ftopt us Ihort, I never felt a North Eaft Wind fharper
than this from the South. It is very probable, that is was Itill

the 'North Eail Wind that blew, but which the Land rel]ed:ed

fometimes one Way, and fometimes another, as we turned with
the River.

We meet on this Route v/ith a Kind of wild Cats, called

Wild Cats Wcl-
^^j^u^y which are very much like our's, but

, ,rr lareer. I obferved fome that had fhorter
nut 1 rees. and their rr^ v. , ,

i i i i 1 ^

Frotertk'
Tails, and others that had much longer, and

^ ' bigger: They alfo liook very wild, and they
afiared me, that they are very carnivorous and good Hunters.
The Forefts are full of Walnut-Trees, like thofe of Canada, and
their Roots have feveral Properties, which I have not heard re-

marked of the others. They are very foft, and their Bark dyes

a black Colour ; but their principal Ufe is for Phylic. They
flop the Flux of the Belly, and are an excellent Emetic.

The twentieth it fnowed all Day, and we never ftirred : The
Weather grew milder, but the next Night the South Weft Wind
cleared the Sky, and the Cold began again with the greateft Se-*

verity. The next Morning fome Brandy, which we had left

all Night in the Pettiaugre was found thick like frozen Oil ; and
fome Spanilh Wine which I had for the Mafs was frozen. The
farther v/e went down it, the more we found that the River wind-
ed; the Wind followed all thefe Turnings, and which Way fo-

cver it came, theCold was IHU excelTive. They had never know^n

any Thing like it in this Country in the Memory of Man.
The fame Day we perceived on the right Side of the River

M ks of the
^ *' went near it, and we

•Mr
^ found it was a Monument fet up by the I/Iz^

noisy ÏOV an Expedition they had lately made
againft the Chicachas, There were two Figures of Men without

Heads, and fome entire. The firil denoted the Dead, and the

fécond the Prifoners. One of my Condudors told me on this

Occalion, that when there are any French among either, they fet

their Arms a-kimbc, or their Hands upon their Hips, to diflin-

guiih them from the Savages, whom they reprefent with their

Arms hanging down. This Di(Hn6Hon is not purely arbitrary;

it proceeds trom thefe People having obferved that the French

often put themfelves in this Pofture, which is not ufed among
them*

Qarçiîa^h
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Garcilaffo de la Vega fpeaks of the Chicachas in his Hiftory of

Of the Chica
^ Conqueft of Florida^ and places them

^Ij^"!^

* nearly in the fame Place where they are at

prefent. He reckons them among the People
of Florzda who fubmitted to the Spaniards: But this pretended
Submifîîon lalled no longer than the Spaniards continued in their

Neighbourhood ; and it is certain that the Spaniards bought the
Vi6tory dear which they gained over them. They are flill the
braveft Soldiers of Louifeana. They were much more numerous
in the Time of Ferdinand de Soto than they are at prefent; but for
the Riches, which this Hiftorian gives them, I do not eafily con-

,^

ceive neither from where they could get them, nor what could dry
up the Source from whence they derived them; for they are now
neither more wealthy, nor lefs favage^ than their Neighbour
Nations.

It was our Alliance with the Illinois^ which fet us at War with
the Chicachasy and the E?iglijh of Carolina blow up the Fire. Our
Settlement in Louijîana makes them very uneafy : It is a Barrier,'

which we fet between their powerful Colonies of North America^
and Mexico, and we mufl exped they will employ all Sorts of
Means to break it. The Spaniards, who are fo jealous of feeing
us fortify ourfelves in this Country, are not yet fenfible of the
Importance of the Service we do th^m.——A few Days after I
had pafled by the Place where we faw the Poll of the Illinois, the
Chicachas had their Revenge on two Frenchmen, who followed me
in a Fettiaugre, Thefe Savages lay in Ambufh in the Reeds, by
the Side of the River, and when they faw the Frenchmen over-
againft them, they moved the Reeds, withour difcoveririg them-
felves ; the Frenchmen thought that it was a Bear, or fome other
Beafl, and they approached, thinking to kill it; but the Mo-
ment they prepared to land, the Chicachas fired upon them, and
laid them dead in their Pettiaugre. I was very fortunate in npt
being feen by them, for my People would lofe no Opportunity
of going after Game.
The 23d, after a very cold Night, we had a very fine Day ;

Ri'ver of the
though the Earth was covered with

Chicachas Snow, the Cold was to be borne. Thé next.

Day we paiTed before the Mouth of the
River of the Chicachas, which is but narrow, but it comes
a great Way. Its Mouth is North and South. They reckon
from thence to the Kajkafquias eighty fix Leagues ; but the
Way would not be half fo much by Land. Nothing would
be more pleafant than this Navigation, if the Seafon was mil-
der : The Country is charming, and in the Forefls there ar^i a
Number of Trees always green ; the few Meadows we meet
with, alfo preferve their Verdure, and a confiderable Number of

R r liian'ds
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Illands well wooded, fome of which are pretty large, form very

agreeable Canals, where the largeft Ships may pafs : For they

fay, that at above a hundred and fifty Leagues from the Sea, they

fmd in this River even to fixty Fathom Water.

As to what concerns the Forefts, which cover almoft all this

'T'^he Fo'^'cHs of S^^^^ Country, there are perhaps none in the

Louifiana'
World that are comparable to them, if we
confider either the Bignefs and Height of

the Trees, or the Variety, and the Ufes that may be made of
them ; for excepting Woods for dying, which require a warmer
Sun, and which are found only between the Tropicks, we can-

not fay that there is any Kind of Wood wanting here. There
are Woods of Cyprefs that extend eight or ten Leagues. All the

Cyprefs Trees here are ofa Bignefs proportionable to their Height,

which exceeds that of the highell Trees in France, We begin to

be acquainted in Europe with that Species of Ever-Green
Laurel, which we call the I'ulip Tree, from the Shape of its

Flowers. It grows higher than our Horfe>Chefnut Trees, and
has a finer Leaf. The Copalme is ftill bigger and higher, and
there diftills from it a Balfam, which perhaps is not much in-

ferior to that of Peru, All the known Species of Walnuts are

here very numerous, and alfo all the Woods that are fit for

Building, and the Carpenters Ufe, that can be ddired : But in

ufing them. Care muft be taken not to fix upon thofe which grow
on the Side of the River, nor where the Inundation of the River

reaches, becaufe having their Roots continually in the Water,
they will be too heavy, and will foon rot.

At length, I arrived Yefterday, December the 2d, at the fîrll

Village of the Akanfas, or Akaufeasy about ten in the Morning.
This Village is built in a little Meadow, on the Weft Side of
the MiJJtJJîppi, There are three others in the Space of eight

Leagues, and each makes a Nation, or particular Tribe : There
is alfo one of the four which unites two Tribes ; but they are

all comprifed under the Name of Akanfas, They call the Sa-

vages which inhabit the Village from whence I write, Ouyapss,

TheY/eftern Company have a Magazine here which expeâ:s

fome Merchandizes, and a Clerk, who fares but poorly in the

mean Time, and who is heartily weary of living here.

The River of the Akanfas, which they fay comes a great Way,

Def ittion fth
^^^^ ^^^^ MiJfîJJtppi by two Channels, four

RiJerl%hTAkdn^
Leagues diftant from each other. The firil

{as^^^
^ * eight Leagues from hence. This River

comes, as they fay, from the Country of cer-

tain Savages, whom they call the Black Panis, and I think they

are the fame which are more commonly known by the Name of

Fanh Ricaras. I have with me a Slave of this Nation. One
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goes up the River of the Akanfas with Difficulty, becaufe there

are many Falls or Torrents in it, and in many Places the

Waters are often fo low, that there is a NeceiTity to tow the

Petiaugres.

The Separation of its two Branches is made at feven Leagues

j^.^ ^ .J above the fécond, and the fmallell of its two

r ulT / Mouths, but only at two Leagues above
cj tbe /ilcanias.

^^^^ receives a fine River that comes

from the Country of the Ofages^ and which they call La Riviere

blanche (the White Ri^erJ, Two Leagues higher are the Tori*

7nas, and the Topingas, who make but one Village. Two
Leagues higher are the Sothouis. The Kappas are a little farther.

This Nation was very numerous in the Time of Ferdinand ds

Soto, and even when M. de la Sale finifhed the Difcovery of the

Miffijp.ppi, Over againft their Village, we fee the fad Ruins
of Mr. Z^ïw's Grant, of which the Company remains the Pro-

prietors.

It was here that the nine Thoufand Germans were to be fent,

M La \ which were raifed in the Palatinate, and

Grant*
^ '^^^ great Pity they never came here. There

is not perhaps in all Louijtana a Country more
fit, after that of the llUncis, to produce all Sorts of Grain, and
to feed Cattle. But Mr. La^ was ill ufed, as well as the greateft

Part of the other Grantees. It is very probable, that in a long
Time they will not agajn make the like Levies of Men ; they

have Need of them in the Kingdom, and indeed it is pretty

common among us to fquare our Meafures according to the Suc-

cefs of fuch Enterprises, inftead of obferving what their Mif-
carriage was owing to, in order to corred what was before done
amifs.

I found the Village of the Ouyapes in the greateft Defolatîon.

^ 7. Not lone fince, a Frenchman paffino: this Way

ihfl^lXr'''^ was attacked with the Small-Pox : The Dif-
" ^* temper was communicated prefently to fome

Savages, and foon after to the whole Village. The Burying-
Place appears like a Foreft of Poles and Polls newly fet up, and
on which there hangs all Manner of Things : There is every
Thing which the Savages ufe.

I had fet up my Tent pretty near the Village, and all the
Night I heard weeping; the Men do this as well as the Wo-
men : They repeated without ceafing Nihahani, as the Illinois

do, and in the fame Tone. I alfo faw in the Evening a Wo-
man, who wept over the Grave, of her Son, and who poured
upon it a great Quantity of Sagamitty. Another had made a Fire

by a neighbouring Tomb, in all Appearence to warm the Dead*
The Akan/as are reckoned to be the talleft and beft fliaped of

R r 2 all
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all the Savages of this Continent, and they are called by Way
of Diftinftion the fine Men, It is thought, and perhaps for. this

Reafon, that they have the fame Origin as the Canfez of the

MzJ/huri, and the Pouteouatamis of Canada, But my Pettiaugre is

loaded, arid I have only Time to clofe my Letter, after having
alTured you, that

/ amy Sec,

LETTER XXIX,

yourney firom the Akan s as to the Natchez. De/cription of the

Country : Of the. Ri'ver of the Ya sov s : Of the Manners, Cuf
tomsy and Religion of ^i^^ Natchez.

Madam, At the Natchez, Bee, 25.

I Departed the 3d of December fomething late from the Village

of the Ouyapes ; neverthelefs I went to encamp a little be-

low the firft Mouth of the River of the Akanfasy which appear-

ed to me to be at moft but five hundred Paces wide. The next
Day I pafled by the fécond, which is very narrov/, and the 5th
we pufhed on to La Point coupée (the Point cut off). This was a

pretty high Point, which advanced into the River on the Weft
Side : The River has cut it off, and made it an Ifland, but the

new Channel is not yet palTable, but in the Time of the Floods,

They reckon from this Place to the principal Branch of the River

of the Akanfas twenty-two Leagues, but it is not perhaps ten

in aftrait Line, for the River winds much in the feventy Leagues
we make to go from the Village of the Ouyapes to the Priver of
the Tafous or Tachoux, v/hich I e'ntered the 9'th in the Afternoon.

It has not fnowed here, as in the Country of the Illincisy and
at the River Ouyhache^ but there ,

has fallen a hoar Froft, which
*has broke all the tender Trees, with which the low Points and
the wet Lands are covered ; one would think that fome one had
broken all their Branches with a Stick.

The Entrance of the Pviver of the Tafous is North Weil, and

y, . 7 South Weft, and is about a hundred Perches
^i^ver oj tpe

. Waters are reddifti, and they fay,
^

. they giv:e the Bloody-Flux to thofe who drink

them : And befides this, the Air is very unwholfome. I was
obliged to go up it 3 Leag^ues to get to the Fort, which I found
all in Mourning for the Death of M. Bizart, who commanded
kereo Every where that I met with any Frenchmen in Louifanay

' I had
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I had heard very high Elogiums of this Officer, who was born
in Canada : His Father was a S^uifs, and a Major at Montreal,

At the Yafous they told me extraordinary Things of his Reli-

gion, his Piety, and his Zeal, of which he was the Vidim.
Every Body regretted him as their Father, and every one a-

grees, that this Colony in lofing him has had an irreparable

Lofs.

He had chofen a bad Situation for his Fort, and he was

Of th ^ t f P^^P^i'i^^^> when he died, to remove it a

Ti Y ^'^^ League higher in a very fine Meadow, wherete a ous.
^.^^ more healthy, and where there is

a Village of Tafousy mixed with Couroas and Ofogoulas, which
all together may have at moll two hundred Men fit to bear

Arms. We live pretty well with them, but do not put too

much Confidence in them^ on Account of the Conneélions
which the Yafous have always had with the Englijh,

There are many Caimans in this River, and I faw tv/o, which
7 ^ . were at kail from twelve to fifteen Feet long.

KJJ tbej^azmans
^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^.^j^^^

er Lrocoaiies,
^^^.^ ^^^^^ refembles the Bellowing

pf Bulls, that it deceives one. Our French People neverthelefs

bathe in it as freely as they would in the Seine, As I declared my
Surprife at it, they replied, that there was no Caufe to fear; that

indeed when they were in the Water, they faw themfelves almoft

always furrounded with Caimans, bat they never came near
them, that they feemed only to watch to feize upon them at the

Moment of their coming out of the River ; and that then to

drive them away, they flirred the Water v/ith a Stick, which
they always had the Precaution to carry with them, and that this

made thefe Animals run away far enough to give them Time
to get out of Danger.
The Company has in this Pofi: a Magazine of Expe6lation,

A Grant badl
Akanfas ; but the Fort and the Land

an ay
j^^j^j^g^ to a Society compofed oï M, le Blanc^

Jttuatecl. ^

Secretary of State, of M. le Comte de Belk'-

IJle, of M. le Marquis d^Jsfeld, and M. le Blond, Brigadier En-
gineer. The laft is in the Colony with the Title of Diredlor

General of the Company. I can fee no Reafon why they chofe
the River of the Yafous for the Place of their Grant. There
was certainly Choice of better Lands, and a better Situation. It

is true, that it is of Importance to fecure this River, the Source
of which is not far from Carolina ; but a Fort with a good Gar-
rifon to keep under the Yafous, who are Allies to the Chicachas^

would be fufiicient for that Purpofe. It is not the Way to fettle

a Colony on a folid Foundation, to be obliged always to be on
their Guard againft the Savages who are Neighbours of the Eng--

Ufh.

I de-^
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î departed from the Tafous the loth ; and the i3th, had it

Gulfand ^ar^
not been for a Savage, w^^^ Ills railage or me to return home, I had

^* been loft in a Gulf, which none of my Con-
du6lors knew, and which one does not difcover till one is fo

far engaged in it, that it is impolTible to get out. It is on the
Left Hand, at the Foot of a great Cape, where they affirm

there is a Quarry of very good Stone : This is what they are
nioft afraid of v/anting in this Colony ; but in Recompence,
they may make as many Brick as they pleafe.

The 15th we arrived at the Natchez, This Canton, the fineft^

Defcrittion of
"^^^ fertile, and the moft populous of

the Countr of the
Louifmna^ is forty Leagues diiîant fron]^

Natchez'^ ^^fi^^-> ^^^^ Hand. The^
Landing. Place is over-againil: a pretty high

Hill, and very fleep ; at the Foot of v^^hich runs a little Brook^
that can receive only Boats and Fettiaugres. From this iiril Hill
v/e afcend a fécond fmaller one, and not fo fleep, at the Top
of which they have built a Kind of Redoubt, inclofed with a
fingle Palifade, They have given this Intrenchment the Name
of a Fort.

Several little Hills rife above th}s Hill, and when we have
paffed them, we fee on every Side great Meadows, divided by
little Clumps of Trees, which have a very fine ElFed:. The
Trees moft common in thefe Woods are the Walnut and the

Oak ; and all about the Lands are excellent. The late M.
dUber^uilky who was the firft that entered the MiJpJJtppi by its

Mouth, being come as high as the Natchez^ found this Country
fo charming, and fo advantageoully fituated^ that he thought he
could find no better Situation for the Metropolis of the new Co-
lony. He traced out the Plan of it, and intended to call it Ro-

faite, which was the Name of Madam, the Chancellor's Lady of
Pontchartrain. But this Projed is not likely to be foon exe-

cuted, though our Geographers have always roundly fet down
in their Maps, the Town of Rofalie at the Natchez.

It is certain that we muft begin by a Settlement nearer the

Sea : But if Louifana ever becomes a flourilhing Colony, as

may very well happen^ I am of Opinion that they cannot find a

better Situatien for the Capital than in this Place. It is not

fubjeél to the Inundation of the River, the Air is pure, and
the Country very extenfive, the Soil is fit for every Things
and well watered, it is not too far from the Sea, and nothing

hinders Ships from coming hither. Laftly, it is near all the

Places where, according as appears, there is any Defign to make
Settlements. The Company have a Ware-houfe, and keep a

Clerk here^ who has not as yet much Employment.
Among
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Among a great Number of particular Grants, which are al«

ready in a Condition of producing fomething, there are two of

the lirft Magnitude ; that is to fay, four Leagues fquare : One
belongs to a Society of St. Malo, who bought it of M. Hubert,

governing CommifTary, and Prefident of the Council of Louiji"

ana : The other belongs to the Company, who have fent hither

fome Workmen from Clerac to make Tobacco here. Thefe two
Grants are fo fituated, that they make an exa6l Triangle with

the Fort, and the Diftance of one Angle from the other is a

League. Half Way between the two Grants, is the great Vil-

^iage of the Natchez, I have carefully vifited all thefe Places :

^^And here follows an Account of what I found moft remarkable.

The Grant of the Maloins is well fituated ; it wants nothing to

make an Improvement of the Land but Negroes, or hired Servants,

I Ihould prefer the laft : When the Time of their Service is ex-

pired, they become Inhabitants, and encreafe the Number of the

King's natural Subjeds ; whereas the firft are always Strangers :

And who can be afiiired^ that by continually encreailng in our

Colonies, they will not one Day become formidable Enemies !

Can we depend upon Slaves, who are only attached to us by
Fear, and for whom the very Land where they are born has not

the dear Name of Mother Country ?

The firft Night I lay in this Habitation, there was a great

Alarm about Nine at Night. I enquired the Caufe of it, and
they told me that there was in the Neighbourhood a Beaft of an
unknown Species, of a monftrous Size, and the Cry of which
refembled no Animal that we knew. However, no Perfon af-

firmed that he had feen it, and they only guefted at its Size by
its Strength. It had already carried oiF fome Sheep and Calves,,

and killed fome Cows. I faid to thofe who told me this Story,

that a mad Wolf might have done all this ; and as to the Cry,

People were miftaken every Day. I could bring no Body to be
of my Opinion ; they would have it, that it v/as a monftrous

Beaft : They had juft then heard it, and they ran out armed with
the firft Thing they could find, but all to no Purpofe.

The Grant of the Company is ftill more advantageoufly fitu-

Succefs of To-
^^^^ ^ ^^^^ Makins, The fame

uccejs oj 0' ]^jyej. ^^'aters both, and afterwards difcharees
baCCO tn this Lan- -^riC - . T^/r-rrm . t

itlelf into the MiJJiJfippi, two Leagues from
the Grant of the Mahins, to which a, mag-

nificent Cyprefs Wood, of fix Leagues Extent, makes a Screen,
that covers all the back Parts, Tobacco has fucceeded very well
here, but the Workmen of Clerac are almoft all returned to

France^

O ' 1 faw
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I faw in the Garden of the Sieur le Noir, chief Clerk, vefjr

Cotton Indi o
Cotton on the Tree, and a little lower

0 on, igo*
begin to fee fome wild Indigo, They

jiave not yet made a Trial of it ; but it is very likely that it

will turn out as well as that they found in the Ifland of St, Do-
mingo, which is as much efteemed there as that which is brought
from other Places. And furthermore, Experience teaches us
that the Soil which naturally produces Indigo, is very lit to
bear any foreign Sort that one chufes to fow in it.

The great Village of the Natchez is at prefent reduced to a

Defcrittion of
^^^^ Cabins. The Reafon which I

the Villate
^^^^^ Savages, from whom

J .1 cr J ^ t^e Great Chief has a Right to take all theyma the Temple of . . r r i,* \. \
/i^f Natchez, ^ . .\ '

therefore many Villages of this Nation have'

been formed at fome Diflance from this. The Tioiix, their Al-
lies and our's, have aîfo fettled a Village in their Neighbour-
iiood.

The Cabins of the great Village of the Natchez, the only
one I faw, are in the Shape of a fquare Pavillion, very lov/,

and . without Windows ; the Top is rounded much like an
Oven : The greatell: Part are covered with the Leaves and Stalks

of Maiz ; fome are built of Clay mixed with cut Straw, which
feemed to me to be tolerably ftrong, and which were covered
within and without with very thin Mats. That of the Great
Chief is very neatly plaiftered in the Infide : It is alfo larger

and higher than the reft, placed on a Spot fomething elevated,

and Hands alone, no other Building adjoining to it on any Side. It

fropts the North, with a large open Place before it, which is not
of the moft regular Figure. All the Furniture I found in it was a

narrow Couch of Boards, ralfed about two or three Feet from the

Ground. Probably when the Great Chief wants to lie down,
he fpreads a Mat upon it; orTome Skin.

There was not a Soul in the Village : All the People were
gone to a neighbouring Village, where there was a Feaft, and
all the Doors were open ; but there was nothing to fear from
Thieves, for there was nothing to be fèen any where but the bare

Walls. Thefe Cabins have no Vent for the Smoke, neverthe- .

lefs, all thofe which I entered, were white enough. The Tem-
ple is very near the Great Chief's Cabin, turned towards

the Eaft, and at the End of the open Place, It is compofed of
Ùe fame Materials as the Cabins, but its Shape is different -, it

is a long Square, about forty Feet by twenty wide, with a Côm-
mon Roof, in Shape like our's. At the two Ends there is to Ap-
pearance like two Weather-cocks of Wood,which reprefent very

îndifferentlv two Eagles.

The
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The Door is in the midll of the Length of the Building,

which has no other Opening : On each Side there are Benches of

Stones. The Infide anfwers pcrfedly this ruflick Outfide.

Three Pieces of Wood, which touch at the Ends, and which

are placed in a Triangle, or rather equally diilant from each

other,, take up almoft all the Midft of the Temple. Thefe

Pieces are on Fire, and burn flowly. A Savage, whom they

call the Keeper of the Temple, is obliged to tend the Fire>

and prevent its going out. If it is cold, he may have his Fire

apart, but he is not allowed to warm himfelf at that which burns

in Honour of the Sun. This Keeper was alfo at the Feaft,

at leaft I faw him not ; and his Brands made fuch a Smoke that it

blinded as.

As to Ornaments, I faw none, nor abfolutely any Thing that

could make me know that I was in a Temple. faw only three

or four Chefts placed irregularly, in which there was fome

dry Bones, and upon the Ground fome wooden Heads, a little

better wrought than the two Eagles on the Roof. In Ihort, if I

had not found a Fire here, I fnould have thought that this Tem-
ple had been a long Time abandoned, or that it had been plun-

dered. Thofe Cones wrapped up in Skins, which fome Rela-

tions fpeak of ; thofe Bodies of the Chiefs ranged in a Circle

in a round Temple, terminating in a Kind of Dome ; that Al-

tar, l^C: I faw nothing of all this. If Things were thus in

Times paft, they are very much changed fince.

Perhaps alfo, for we ought to condemn no Body, but when
there is no Way to excufe them ; perhaps, I fay, that the Neigh-
bourhood of the French made the Natchez fear that the Bodies of

their Chiefs, and every Thing that was moft precious in their

Temple, were in fome Danger, if they did not convey them tO

another Place ; and that the little Attention they have at pre-

fent to guard this Temple, proceeds from its being deprived of
v/hat it contained moft facred in the Opinion of thefe People.

It is true, notwithilanding, that againft the Wall, over-againft:

the Door, there was a Ta|)le, the Dimeniions of which I did not

take the Pains to meafure, becaufe I did not fufped it to be an

Altar. I have been aiTured fmce, that it is three Feet high, five

long, and four wide.

I have been further informed that they make a little Fire on it

with the Bark of Oak, and that it never goes out ; which is

falfe, for there was then no Fire on it, nor any Appearance of

there ever having been any made. They fay alfo, that four old

Men lay by Turns in the Temple, to keep in this Fire ; that he

who is on Duty, muft not go out for the eight Days of his

Watch ; that they carefully take the burning Afhe s of the Pieces

that burn in the midft of the Temple, to put upon the Altar ;

S f that
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that twelveMen are kept to furnilh theBark ; that there are Marmo-
fets of Wood, and a Figure of a Rattle-Snake likewife of Wood,
which they fet upon the Altar, and to which they pay great

Honours. That when the Chief dies, they bury him diredly ;

that when they judge his Flefti is confumed, the Keeper of the

Temple takes the Bones up, wafhes them clean, wraps them in

whatever they have moft valuable, and puts them in great Baf-

kets made of Canes, which fhut very cloîe ; that he covers thefe

Éafkets with Skins of Roe-Bucks very neatly, and places them
before the Altar, where they remain till the Death of the reigning

Chief ; that then he enclofes thefe Bones in the Altar itfelf, to

make Room for the laft dead.

I can fay nothing on this laft Article, only that I faw feme
Bones in one or two Chefts, but they made not half a Human
Body ; that they appeared to be very old, and that they were

,

not on the Table which they fay is the Altar. As to the other

Articles, ift. As I was in the Temple only by Day, I know not

what pafTes in it at Night. 2d. There was no Keeper in the

Temple when I vilited it. I very well faw, as I faid before,

that there were fome Marmofets, or grotefque Figures ; but I ob-
ferved no Figure of a Serpent.

As to what I have feen in fome Relations, that this Temple
is hung with Tapeftry, and the Floor covered with Cane Mats ;

that they put in it whatever they have that is handfomeft, and
that they bring every Year hither the firft Fruits of their Harveft,

we muft certainly abate a great deal of all this. I never faw
any Thing more flovenly and dirty, nor more in Diforder. The
Billets burnt upon the bare Ground ; and I faw no Mats on it,

no more than on the Walls, M. le Noir^ who was v/ith me,
only told me that every Day they put a new Billet on the Fire,

and that at the Beginning of every Moon they made a Provilion

for the whole Month. But he knew this only by Report ; for

it was the firft Time he had feen this Temple, as well as myfelf.

As to what regards the Nation of the Natchex in general, here

Of the Nat'
n ^^^^^^s what I could learn of it. We fee

cf ti "N^tch^
nothing in their outward Appearance that

V ^ ^ diftinguifhes them from the other Savages of
Canada and Louijtana. They feldom make War, not placing

their Glory in deftroying Men. What diftinguifhes them more
particularly, is the Form of their Government, entirely defpo-.

tic ; a great Dependence, which extends even to a Kind of
Slavery, in the Subjects ; more Pride and Grandeur in the Chiefs,

and their pacific Spirit, which, hov/ever, they have not en-

tirely preferved for fome Years paft.

The Hurons believe, as well as they, that their hereditary

Chiefs are dcfccnded from the Sun ; but there is not one that

8 would
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would be his Servant, nor follow him into the otherWorld for the

Honour of ferving him there, as it often happens among the Nat*
chez»

Garcilaffb de la Vega fpeaks of this Nation as of a powerful

People, and about fix Years ago they reckoned among them four

thoufand Warriors.' It appears that they were more numerous
in the Time of M. de la Sale, and even when M. d^Iber'ville dif*

covered the Mouth of the MiJJîfflppi. At prefent the Natchez

cannot raife two thoufand fighting Men. They attribute this

Decreafe to feme contagious Difeafes, which in thefe lail Years

have made a great Ravage among them.

The Great Chief of t^'n.Q Natchez bears the Name of the Suk ;

Of he Great
always>. as among the Huronsy the

7 Son of the Woman who is nearell related to
i.bte/, ^na tk>e

j^.^^ ^^^^ fucceeds him. They give this
t^oman-Lhiej. Woman the Title oî Woman Chief y and
though in general fhe does not meddle with the Government,
they pay her great Honours. She has alfo, as well as the Great ,

Chief, the Power of Life and Death. As foon as any one has

had the Misfortune to difpJeafe either of them, they order their

Guards, whom they call Allouez, to kill him. Go and rid me
** of that Dogy"^ fay they ; and they are immediately obeyed.

Their Subjeds, and even the Chiefs of the Villages, never ap-

proach them, but they falute them threeTimes, fetting up a Cry,
which is a Kind of Howling. They do the fame when they

retire, and they retire walking backwards. When they meet
them, they muft flop, and range themfelves on both Sides

of the Way, and make the fame Cries till they are gone
paft. Their Subjefts are alfo obliged to carry them the bell of
their Harveft, and of their Hunting and Fifhing. Laftly, no
Perfon, not even their neareft Relations, and thofe who are of
noble Families, when they have the Honour to eat with them,
have a Right to put their Hand to the fame Difii, or to drink

out of the fame Vefi^el.

Every Morning, as foon as the Sun appears, the Great Chief
comes to the Door of his Cabin, turns himfelf to the Eaft, and
howls three Times, bowing down to the Earth. Then they

bring him a Calumet, which ferves only for this Purpofe, he
fmokes, and blov/s the Smoke of his Tobacco towards the Sun ;

then he does the fame Thing towards the other three Parts of
the World. He acknowledges no Superior but the Sun, from
which he pretends to derive his Origin. He exercifes an unli*

miied Power over his Subjeéls, can difpofe of their Goods and
Lives, and for whatever Labours he req,uires of them, they can-
not demand any Recompence.

% iz Whca
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When this Great Chief, or the Woman Chief dies, all their

Whathappensat Z^r
to follow

the Death of the
^"^^ ^^^^^ World : But they arc

Great ChiefU the î-*"^. ""^^^ P^fons who have this Honour ;

WomanAtef ^? ^^^^ reckoned among them, and is

greatly fought after. —The Death of a
Chief fometimes colls the Lives of more than a hundred
Perfons ; and I have been affiired that very few principal Per-
fons oîxkt Natchez die, without being efcorted'to the Country of
Souls by fome of their Relations, their Friends, or their Ser-
vants. It appears by the various Relations which I have feen
of thefe horrible Ceremonies, that they differ greatly.—I fhall

here defcribe the Obfequies of a Woman-Chief, as I had it from
a Traveller, who was a Witnefs of them, and on whofe Sincerity
I have good Reafon to depend.
The Hulhand of this Woman not being noble, that is to fay^

of the Family of the Great Chief, his eldeft Son ftrangled him,
according to Cuilom : Then they cleared the Cabin of all it

contained, and they ereéled in it a Kind of Triumphal Car, in

which the Body of the deceafed Woman, and that of her Huf-
band, were placed. A Moment after they ranged round thefe

CarcafTes twelve little Children, which their Parents had
Itrangled by Order of the eldefc Daughter of the Woman-
Chief, and who fucceeded to the Dignity of her Mother. This
being done, they erected in the public Place fourteen Scaffolds,

adorned with Branches of Trees, and Cloths on which they had
painted various Figures. Thefe Scaffolds were defigned for as

many Perfons, who were to accompany the Woman-Chief into

the other World. Their Relations were all round them, and

çfceemed as a great Honour for their Families the Permiffion that

they had obtained to facriiice themfelves in this Manner. They
apply fometimes ten Years before-hand to obtain this Favour ;

and the Perfons that have obtained it, mull themfelves make the

Cord with which they are to be ftrangled.

They appear on their Scaffolds dreffed in their richeft Ha-
bits, holding in their Right Hand a great Shell. Their nearefl

'Relation is on their Right Hand, having under their Left Arm
the Cord which is to ferve for the Execution, and in their Right

Hand a fighting Club. From Time to Time their neareft Re-
lation makes the Cry of Death ; and at this Cry the fourteen

Vidims defcend from their Scaffolds, and go and dance all toge-

ther in the Middle of the open Place that is before the Temple,

and before the Cabin of the Woman-Chief.
That Day and the following ones they fhew them great Re-

fpeft : They have each five Servants, and their Faces are painted

réd. Some add, that during the eight Days thatprecede their Death,
'

' they
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they wear a red Ribbon round one of their Legs ; and that du-

ring this Time, evéry Body drives who fhall be the firlî: to feafl

them. However that may be, on the Occafion I am fpeaking

of, the Fathers and Mothers who had ftrangled their Children,

took them up in their Hands and ranged themfelves on both

Sides the Cabin : The fourteen Perfons, who were alfo deftined

to die, placed themfelves in the fame Manner, and were followed

by the Relations and Friends of the Deceafed, all in Mourn-
ing ; /to is to /ay, their Hair cut olf : They all made the Air
refound with fuch frightful Cries, that one would have faid

that all the Devils in Hell were come to howl in the Place.

This was followed by the Dances of thofe who were to die, and
by the Songs of the Relations of the Woman -Chief.

At laft they began the ProcelTion. The Fathers and Mothers,

who carried the dead Children, appeared the firfî:, marching
two and two, and came immediately before the Bier on which
was the Body of the Woman-Chief, which four Men carried on
their Shoulders. All the others came after in the fame Order as

the firfl. At every ten Paces, the Fathers and Mothers let their

Children fall upon the Ground : Thofe who carried the Bier,

walked upon them, then turned quite round them ; fo that when
the Proceffion arrived at the Temple, thefe little Bodies were all

in Pieces.

While they buried the Body of the Woman-Chief in the

Temple, they undreffed the fourteen Perfons who v/ere to die :

They made them iit on the Ground before the Door, each having
two Savages by him ; one of whom fat on his Knees, and the

other held his Arms behind. Then they put a Cord about his

Neck, and covered his Head with a Roe-Buck's Skin They
made him fwallow three Pills of Tobacco, and drink a Glafs of
Water ; and the Relations of the Woman-Chief drew the two
Ends of the Cord, finging, till he was ftrangled. After which,
they threw all the CarcafTes into the fame Pit, which they covered

with Earth.

When the Great Chief dies, if his Nurfe is living, Ihe muH
die alfo. The French not being able to hinder this Barbarity,

have often obtained Leave to baptize the young Children that

- were to be flirangled ; and who of Confequence did not accoM-
pany thofe, in whofe Honour they were facrificed, in their pre-

tended Paradife.

We know no Nation on this Continent, where the Female Sex

Manners of the
"lore irregular, than in this. They are

Natchez
even forced by the Great Chief and his Subal-

terns to proilitute themfelves to all Comers :

And a Woman, for being common, is not the lefs erteemed. Al-
though Polygamy is permitted, and the Number of Y/omen

they
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they may ha^ve is unlimited, commonly each has only one, but he
may put her away when he pleafes ; a Licence which few but
the Chiefs make Ufe o£-—The Women are pretty well fhaped
for Savages, and neat enough in their Drefs, and in every Thing
they do. The Daughters of the Noble Families can marry
none but obfcure Perfons ; but they have a Right to turn away
their Hufbands when they pleafe, and to take another, provided
there is no Relationfliip between them.

If their Hufbands are unfaithful to them, they can order them
to be knocked on the Head, but they are not fubjed to the
fame Law therafelves. They may alfo have as many Gallants
as they think fit, and the Hufbandis not to take it amifs. This
is a Privilege belonging to the Blood of the Great Chief. The
Hufband of any one of thefe mull ftand in the Prefence of his

Wife in a refpedlful Pofture ; he does not eat with her ; he fa-

lates her in the fame Tone as her Domefbicks. The only Pri-

vilege which fuch a burthenfome Alliance procures him, is to be
exempt from Labour, and to have Authority over thofe who
ferve his Wife.

The Natche'z.^dN^ two War Chiefs, two Mafters of the Cere-
. ^ -2 monies for the Temple, two Officers to re-

Various Lu/toms -i ^ , . , ^ . ^

f //^^ Natchez
g'^l3.îe what is done in Treaties oî Peace or

^ ' War, one that has the Infpeélion of Works,
and four others who are employed to order every Thing in the pub-
He Feafts. It is the Great Chief who appoints Perfons to thefe

Offices, and thofe who hold them are refpeded and obeyed as he
would be himfelf.---The Harvefl among the Natchex is in com-
mon. The Great Chief fets the Day for it, and calls the Vil-

lage together. Towards the End of July he appoints another

Day for theBeginningof a Fellival, which lalis three Days, which
are fpent in Sports and Feafting.

Each private Perfon contributes fomething of his Hunting,

^ . . ^is Fifhing, and his other Provifions, which
Dejcnptzon oj a

^^^^^^ inMaiz, Beans, and Melons. The
rejtt^au

^
^^^^^ ^^.^^ Woman- Chief prefide

at the Feaft, fitting in a Cabin raifed above the Ground, and co-

vered with Boughs : They are carried to it in a Litter, and the

Great Chief holds in his Hand a Kind of Sceptre, adorned with

Feathers of various Colours, All the Nobles are round him in a

refpedlful Poilure. The lad Day the Great Chief makes a

Speech to the AlTembly : He exhorts every Body to be exadl in

the Performance of their Duties, efpecially to have a great Ve-
neration for the Spirits which refide in the Temple, and to be

.

careful in inftruéling their Children, If any one has dilHn-

guilhed himfelf by fome Adion of Note, he makes his Elogium.
Twenty Years ago, the Tei»ple was reduced to Allies by Light-

jaing.»
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liing. Seven or eight Women threw their Children into the

midft of the Flames to appeafe the Genii, The Great Chief

immediately fent for thefe Heroines, gave them publicly great

Praifes, and finijfhed his Difconrfe by exhorting the other Wo-
men to follow their great Example on a like Occafion.

The Fathers of Families never fail to bring to the Temple

rhe ûr(î Fruits
^^^^"^ ^"^^""^ ^^^>' S^t^^^i- 5Ibe Jirjt fruits

^^^^ ^ Prefents that
offeredm the Tem^

are made to the Nation. They expofe
^ ^* them at the Door of the Temple, the Keeper
of which, after having prefented them to the Spirits, carries

them to the Great Chief, who diftributes them to whom he
pleafes. The Seeds are in like M^ner offered before the

Temple with great Ceremony : But the Offerings which are made
there of Bread and Flour every new Moon, are for the Ufe of

the Keepers of the Temple.
The Marriages of the Natchezy are very little different from

Of their Mar
^^^^^ Savages of Canada : The prin-

,
J ^

' cipal DifFerence we find in them conliiis in that
^^^Z^^* here the future Spoufe begins by making, to

the Relations of the Wt)man, fuch Prefents as have been agreed

upon ; and that the Wedding is followed by a great Feafl. The
Reafon why there are few but the Chiefs who have feveral Wives,

is, that as they can get their Fields cultivated by the People

without any Charge, their Wives are no Burthen to them. The
Chiefs marry v/ith lefs Ceremony ftill than the others. It is

enough for them to give Notice to the Relations ofthe Woman
on whom they have call their Eyes, that they place her in the

Number of their Wives. But they keep but one or two in their

Cabins; the others remain with their Relations, where their

Hufbands vifit them when they pleafe. No Jealoufy reigns in

thefe Marriages : The Natchez lend one another their Wives
without any DifHculty ; and 'tis probably from hence that

proceeds the Readinefs with which they part v/itb them to take

Others.

When a War Chief v/ants to levy a Party of Soldiers, he

Of lev in Sol P^^"^^' ^ Place marked out for that Pur-

diers

^'^'^^^^^ ^ pofe, two Trees adorned with Feathers, Ar*
rows, and Fighting-Clubs, all painted red;^

as well as the Trees, v/hich are alfo pricked on that Side which
is towards the Place whither they intend to carry the War.
Thofe vv^ho would enliii, prefent themfelves to the Chief, well

dreffed, their Faces frneared with various Colours^ and declare

to him the Defire they have to learn the Art of War under his

Orders ; that they are difpofed to endure all the Fatigues of
War, and ready to die, if needful, for their Country.

Wheu
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When the Chief has got the Number of Soldiers that the

' Of the Pro^i- ^^P^^^^i^^ requires,
^
which he intends to

r r jjr make, he caufes a Drink to be prepared atnons for War. , . ^ i • i.- u • n j / ^V^^.^ his Cabin, which is called the Medicine of
War, This is a Vomit made with a Root boiled in Water ; They
give to each Man two Pots of it, which they muft drink all at
once, and which they throw up again almoil as foon as they
have drank it, with mofl violent Reachings. Afterwards they
labour in making the necelTary Preparations ; and till the Day
fettled for their Departure, the Warriors meet every Evening and
Morning in an open Place, where after much dancing, and
telling their great Feats of War, every one fings his Song of
Death. Thefe People are not lefs fuperilitious about their

Dreams, than the Savages of Canada: There needs only a
bad Omen to caufe them to return when they are on a March.
The V/arriors march with a great deal of Order, and take

Of their March
^^^^^ Precautions to encamp, and to rally.

es and ' Errant ^^^Y
often fend out Scouts, but they never

^meîits

^'^^^'^r' fet Centinels at Night: They put out all
' \ * the Fires, they recommend themfelves to the

Spirits, and they fleep in Security, after the Chief has exhort-
ed every one not to fnore too loud, and to keep always their

Arms near them in good Condition. Their Idols are expofed
on a Pole leaning towards the Enemy, and all the Warriors,

before they lay down, pafs one after another, with their

Fighting-Clubs in their Hands, before thefe pretended Dei-
ties : Then they turn tovv^ards the Enemy's Country, and
make great Threatnings, which the Wind often carries another

Way.
It does not appear that the Natchez exercife on their Prifoners,

; p during the March, the Cruelties which arc
Vj tr:e mjoners.

^ç^^ Canada. When thefe Wretches are

arrived at the Great Village, they make them fing and dance
feveral Days together before the Temple. After which, they

are delivered to the P^elations of thofe who have been killed du-
ring the Campaign. They, on receiving them, burft into

Tears, then after having wiped their Eyes with the Scalps which
the Warriors have brought home, they join together to reward
thofe who have made them the Prefent of their Captives, whofe
Fate is always to be burnt.

The Warriors change their Names as often as they perform

J new Exploits : They receive them from the
JNames of the

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ q^^^ç^ ^^^ç^ Names have
yyamors.

always fome Relation to the Aélion by which
they have merited this Diilin^lion. Thofe who for the ïix'à.

Time have made a Prifoner,, or taken oiF a Scalp, mufi:, for a

Month,
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Month, abftain from feeing their Wives, and from eating Fleih *

They imagine, that if they iliould fail in this, that the Souls of
thofe whom they have killed or burnt, would efFed their Death,
or that the firfl Wound they Ihould receive would be mortal;

or at leaf!:, that they fbould never after gain any Advantage over

their Enemies. If the Great Chief, called the Sun, commands
his Subjeds in Perfon, they take great Care that he fhould not

expofe himfelf too much ; lefs perhaps through Zeal for his Pre-

fervation, than becaufe the other War Chiefs, and the Heads of
the Party, would be put to Death for their Want of Care in

guarding him.

The Jugglers, or Do6lors of the Natchez, pretty much refem-

Ofthe Ju r^lers
thofe of Canada^ and treat their Patients

/ ^ J^-Sè much after the fame Manner. They are well

paid when the Patient recovers ; but if he happens to die, it often

cofls them their Lives. There is in this Nation another Set of

Jugglers, who run no lefs Rifque than thefe Dodors. They are

certain lazy old Fellows, who, to maintain their Families with-

out being obliged to work, undertake to procure Rain, or fine

Weather, according as they are wanted. About the Spring

Time they make a Colle6lion to buy of thefe pretended Magi-
cians a favourable Seafon for the Fruits of the Earth. If it is

Rain they require, they fill their Mouths with Water, and with

a Reed, the End of which is pierced with feveral Holes, like a

Funnel, they blow into the Air, towards the Side where they

perceive feme Clouds, whilft holding their Chichicoue in one
Hand, and their Manitou in the other, they play upon one,

and hold the other up in the Air, inviting, by frightful Cries,

the Clouds to water the Fields of thofe who have fet them to

Work.
If the Bufinefs is to obtain fine Weather, they mount on the'

Roof of their Cabins, make Signs to the Clouds to pafs away ;

and if the Clouds pafs away, and are difperfed, they dance and
fing round about their Idols ; then they fwallow the Smoke of
Tobacco, and prefent their Calumets to the Sky. All the Time
thefe Operations lafl, they obferve a ftri6l Faft, and do nothing
but dance and fing. If they obtain what they have promifed,
they are well rewarded ; if they do not fucceed, they are put to

Death without Mercy. But they are not the fame who under-
take to procure Rain and fine Weather : The Genius of one Per*
fon cannot, as they fay, give both.

Mourning among thefe Savages confifts in cutting ofF their

f\r j,/f
. Hair, and in not painting^ their Faces, and in

*^ abientmg tnemielves irom public Afiemblies :

But I know not how long it lafts. I know not neither, whither
they celebrate the grand Feftival of the Dead, which I have tie--

fore defcribed. It appears as if in this Nation, where every
T t Body
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Body is in fome Sort the Slave of thofe who command, all the

Honours of the Dead are for thofe who do fo, efpecially for

the Great Chief, and the Woman Chief.

Treaties of Peace and Alliances are made with great Pomp,

Of Treaties
Great Chief on thefe Occafions al-

* ways fupports his Dignity like a true So-
vereign. As foon as he is informed of the Day of the Arrival
of the AmbafTadors, he gives his Orders to the Mailers of the

Ceremonies, for the Preparations for their Reception, and names
thofe who are by Turns to maintain thefe Envoys ; for it is at

the Coil: of his Subjefts, that he defrays the Expences of the

EmbafTage. The Day of the Entry of the AmbafTadors, every one
has his Place affigned him according to his Rank ; and when the

AmbafTadors are come within five hundred Paces of the Great
Chief, they flop, and fing the Song of Peace.

Commonly the EmbafTy is compofed of thirty Men and fix

Women. Six of the bell Voices march at the Head of this

Train and fing aloud, the reft foUov/, and the Cbichicoue ferves to

regulate the Time. When the Great Chief makes Signs to the
AmbafTadors to approach, they renew their March : Thofe who
carry the Calumet, dance as they fing, and turn themfelves on
every Side, with many Motions, and make a great many Gri-
maces and Contorfions. They renew the fame Tricks round
about the Great Chief when they are come near him ; then they
rub him with their Calumet from Head to Foot, and afterwards
go and rejoin their Company.
Then they fill a Calumet witli Tobacco, and holding Fire in

Ho^v the Great
Hand, they advance all together towards

Chief i^es Audi
Great Chief, and prefent him the Calu-

\,J^ P"^^^ I îTiet lighted. They fmoke with him, and

dors.
blow towards the Sky the firft WhifFof their

Tobacco, th€ fécond towards the Earth, an^
the third round about the Horizon. When they have done this,

they prefent their Calumets to the Relations of the Great Chief,

and the Subaltern Chiefs. Then they go and rub with their

Hands the Stomach of the Great Chief, aftej* which they rub
themfelves all over the Body ; and lailly, th^' lay their Calu-
mets on Forks over-againft the Great Chief, and the Orator
of the Embafiy begins his Speech, which lafts an Hour.
When he has finiflied, they make Signs to the Ambafiadors,

who till now were (landing, to fit down on Benches placed for

them near the Great Chief, who anfwers their Difcourfe, and
fpeaks alfo a whole Hour. Then a Mafter of the Ceremonies
lights a great Calumet of Peace, and makes the AmbafTadors
fmoke in it, who fwallow the firfl Mouthful. Then the Great

Chief enq[uires after their Health, and all thofe who are prefent

at
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at the Audience make them the fame Compliment ; then they

condu6l them to the Cabin that is appointed for them, and
where they give him a great Feaft. The Evening of the fame
Day the Great Chief makes them a Vifit ; but when they know
he is ready to do them this Honour, they go to feek him, and
carry him on their Shoulders to their Lodging, and make him
fit on a great Skin. One of them places himfelf behind him,
leans his Hands on his Shoulders, and ftiakes him a pretty

long Time, whilft the reft, fitting round on the Earth, fing

their great Allions in the Wars.
Thefe Vifits are renewed every Morning and Evening ; but

in the laft the Ceremonial varies. The AmbafTadors fet up a
Foft in the midft of their Cabin, and fit all round it : The
Warriors who accompany the Great Chief, or as they call him,
the Sun, dreffed in their fineft Robes, dance, and one by one
Urike the Poft, and relate their braveft Feats of Arms ; aft|f

which they make Prefents to the AmbafTadors. The next Dây
they are permitted for the lirft Time to walk about the "fi-
lage, and every Night they make them Entertainments, which
confift only in Dances. Wher^ they are on their Departure, the

Mafter of the Ceremonies fupplies them with all the Provifi-

ons they may want for their Journey, and this is always at

the Expence of private Perfons.

The greateft Part of the Nations of Louifiana had formerly

Reli ion of Fire
^^^^^ Temples, as well as the Natchez, and in

in Flonda
thefe Temples there was a perpetual Fire.

It feems alfo probable, that the Maubiliens

had over all the People of this Part of Florida, a Kind of Pri-

macy of Religion ; for it was at their Fire they were obliged to

kindle that, which by Negligence or Accident had been fufFer-

ed to go out. But at prefent the Temple of the Natchez is the
only one that fublifts, and it is held in great Veneration among
all the Savages which inhabit this vaft Continent, the Decreafe
of which Nation is as confiderable, and has been ftill more fud-

den, than that of the Savages of Canada, without its being
pofTible to difcover the true Caufe of it. Whole Nations have
entirely difappeared within forty Years at moft. Thofe which
are ftill fubftfting, are but the Shadow of what they were when
M. de la Sale difcovered this Country. I take my Leave of you.
Madam, for Reafons which I ftiall have the Honour to explain
to you foon.

/ am, &c.

T t 2 LETTER



324 Hiftorîaal Journal of

LETTER XXX.

Journey from the Natchez to New Orleans, Defeription of
the Countryi and offe^jeral Villages of the Savages, and of the

Capital of Louisiana.

Madam, New Orleans, January 10.

I Am at length arrived in this famous City, which they have
called la nouvelle Orleans, Thofe who have given it this

Name, thought that Orleans was of the feminine Gender: But
what fignifies that ? Cuftom has eflablillied it, and that is above
*the Rules of Grammar.

This City is the iirft, which one of the greatell Rivers in the

A'^^rld has feen raifed on its Banks. If the eight Hundred fine

Houfes, and the live Parifhes, which the News-Papers gave it

fome two Years ago, are reduced at prcfent to a hundred Bar-

racks, placed in no very great Order ; to a great Store-Houfe,

built of Wood ; to two or three Houfes, which would be no
Ornament to a Village of France ; and to the half of a forry

Store-Houfe, which they agreed to lend to the Lord of the

Place, and which he had no fooner taken PoilefTion of, but they

turned him out to dwell under a Tent ; what Pleafure, on the

other Side, to fee infenfibly encreafmg this future Capital of a

fine and vail Country, and to be able to fay, not with a Sigh,

like the Hero of Virgil, fpôaking of his dear native Place con-

fumed by the Flames, and the Fields where Troy Town had been
(a), but foil of a well grounded Hope, this wild and defart

Place, which the Reeds and Trees do yet almoil wholly cover, will

be one Day, and perhaps that Day is not far off, an opulent

City, and the Metropolis of a great and rich Colony.

You will afic me. Madam, on v/hat I found this Hope ? I found
it on the Situation of this City, at thirty-three Leagues from
the Sea, and on the Side of a navigable River, that one may
come up to this Place in twenty-four Hours : On the Fruitfulnefs

of the Soil ; on the Mildnefs and Goodnefs of its Climate, in

30^ North Latitude; on the Induftry of itsr Inhabitants ; on the

Neighbourhood of Mexico, to which Vv'e may go in fifteen Days
by Sea ^ on that of the Havannah, which is ilill nearer ; and of

(a) Et CampoS; ubi Troja fuit

thç
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the fineft lûands of America^ and of the Englip Colonies. Need
there any Thing more to render a City fiourilhing ? Rome and

Paris had not fuch conMerable Beginnings, were not built under

fuch happy Aufpices, and their Founders did not find on the

Siene and the Tyber the Advantages we have found on the MiJJtf-

Jipply in Comparifon of which, thofe two Rivers are but little

Brooks. ———But before 1 undertake to mention what there

is here worthy your Curiolity, that I may proceed according

to Order, I fhali take up my Journal again where I broke it

off.

I ftayedat the Natchez much longer than I expelled, and it was
nj.^ , ^ the abandoned Condition in which J found

7
J'-U^^^^^^^^

^ y the French, with Refpedl to fpiritual Aids,.
/^^Natchezw//^- . , ' ^ r/ m a

cu* Succef
there till after Chnjtmas,

u. uccejs*
T\iQ Dew of Heaven hath not yet fallen on

this fine Country, which above all others may boaft of its Por-

tion of the Fatnefs of the Earth. The late M. dUbsrnjille had
deftined a Jefuit fûj for this Purpofe, who accompanied him in
the fécond Voyage he made to Lonijiajia^ with a Defign to efta-

blifli Chriftianity in a Nation, whofe Converflon, he made no
Doubt, would be followed by that of all the reft. But this MiA
iionary paffing by the Village of the Bayagoulas, thought he
found there more favourable Difpofitions for Religion, and
while he was thinking to fix his Abode amongil them, he was
called to France by fuperior Orders.

After this, an Ecclefiailic of Canada (h) was fent to the

Natchez, and remained there a pretty long Time, but he made
no Frofeîytes, tho' he had gained the good Graces of the Wo-
man Chief, who out of Refped to him, gave his Name to one
of her Sons. This Miilionary having been obliged to make a

Journey to Maubile, was killed on the Way by Savages, whp
probably only wanted his Baggage, as it had happened before
to another Prieil (c) on the Side of the Akanfas, Since that

Time all Louifia?ia, above the Illinois, has remained without any
Prieil:, except the Toiiicas, who have had for feveral Years an
Ecclefiailic (d), whom they loved and eileemed, and whom they
would have made their Chief, and who, notwithilanding, could
never perfuade one of them to embrace ChriJIianity,

But it is fomething prepoderous to think of taking Meafures

r^-^ French
^"^^ ^^^^ Converfion of Infidels, whilil the

*ri^jedof fùiritual
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Faith are almoli all

^Aids
without Pailors. I have already had the

Honour of telling you. Madam, that the

(a) Father PaulDu Ru, (h) M. de S. Cofm^. (c) M, Fcucaïuî. (d) M.

Canton
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Canton of the Natchez is the moil populous of the Colony ; ne-
verthelefs, it is five Years iince any Frenchman has heard Mafs
here, or even feen a Priell:. I foon faw that the Privation of
the Sacraments had produced in the greateft Part of them that

Indifference for the Exercifes of Religion, which is the com-
mon EfFed of fuch Privation : Yet many (hewed a great Defire to

take Advantage of my Prefence, for regulating the Affairs of
their Confciences ; and I thought it was my Duty to help

them to this Comfort without much Sollicitation.

The firft Propofal that they made to me was, that I would
agree to marry, in the Prefence of the Church, fome Inhabi-

tants, who by Virtue of a civil Contrad, drawn up in the Pre-

fence of the Commandant and the principal Clerk, lived toge-

ther without any Scruple, alledging, as well as they who had
authorized this Concubinage, the Neceffity of peopling the

Country, and the Impoffibility of having a Prieft. I reprefented

to them, that there was one at the Tafousy and at Ne^ Orleans^

and that the Matter was worth the Pains of taking the Journey :

/ They replied, that the contracting Parties were not in a Con-
dition to take long Journies, nor to be at the Expence of bring-

ing a Prieft hither. In fhort, the Evil was done, and there

remained nothing but to remedy it, which I did. Then I

eonfefîed all who prefented themfelves, but the Number of thefe

was not fo great as I had hoped.

Nothing more detaining me at the Natchez^ I departed from

De arture f'om
^^^^^ ^(>^ of December, pretty late, ac-

? -NT
'^^/^ companied by M. de Fauter, the King's En-

Natchez. . ^ 1 r> 1gmeer, who was viliting the Colony, to ex-

amine the Places where it v/as fit to build Forts. We went four

Leagues, and encamped at the Side of a little River, which
we found on the Left. We re-embarked the next Day two
Hours before it was light, with the Wind pretty high, and
againfl us. The River in this Place makes a Circuit of four-

teen Leagues ; and as v/e turned, the Wind turned with us,

being beaten back by the Land, and by the Iflands, v^hich we found

in great Numbers, fo that it vv^as always in our Faces. Not-
withilanding which, we went ten Leagues farther, and en-

tered into another little River on the Left Hand. All Night we
heard a great Noife, and I thought it was the Effeél of the

Wind, that was grown lironger, but they afTured me that the

River had been very quiet, and that the Noife which had waked
me, was made by the Fifli, that dafhed about the Water with

their Tails,

The



travels in North America. 327
The 28th, after having gone two Leagues, we arrived at the

n r ' ' r River of the Tonkas, which appeared to me
Uejcrtption of

^ ^^^^^ . ^ Muficet-
tbe f^tUage oj- the

gj^^^ Diftance from its Mouth, it forms a
lonicas.

^^j.^ pretty Lake. If the MiJJiffippi conti-

nues to throw itfelf as it does on the other Side, all this Place

will become inacceflible. The River of the Tonkas has its

Source in the Country of the TchaBas, and its Courfe is very

much obflrufted with Falls. The Village is beyond the Lake,
on a pretty high Ground ; yet they fay that the Air here is bad,

which they attribute to the Quality of the Waters of the River ;

but I fhould rather judge that it proceeds from the Stagnation of
the Waters in the Lake*-—This Village is built in a Circle,

round a very large open Space, without any Inclofure, and mo-
derately peopled.

The Cabin of the Chief is very much adorned on the Outiidc

Of h CK f f
^'^^ Cabin of a Savage. We fee on it

,
J ^"f ^ fome Figures in Relievo, which are not fo ill

ihe lonicas.
done as one expefts to find them. The Tn-

iide is dark, and I obferved nothing in it but fome Boxes^ which
they afTured me v/ere full of C'lothes and Money. The Chief
received us very politely ; he was drelTed in the French Fafhion,

and feemed to be not at all uneafy in that Habit. Of all the

Savages of Canada^ there is none fo much depended on by our
Commandants as this Chief. He loves our Nation, and has no
Caufe to repent of the Services he has rendered it. He trades

with the French, whom he fupplies with Horfes and Fowls, and
he underftands his Trade very well. He has learnt of us to

hoard up Money, and he is reckoned very rich. He has along
Time left off the Drefs of a Savage, and he takes a Pride ia
appearing always well dreffed, according to our Mode.
The other Cabins of the Village are partly fquare, as that

cTL , r the Chief, and partly round, like thofe of
ihe :^taie of

^^^^ Natchez. The Place round which theyms isiatton.

^
all Hand, is about a hundred Paces Diameter;

and notwithflanding the Heat of the Weather was that Day fuf-

focating, the young People were diverting themfelves at a Kind
of Truck, much like our's.

There are two other Villages of this Nation at a little

Diftance from this ; and this is all that remains of a People for-

' nierly very numerous.— I faid before, that they had a Miflionary

whom "they greatly loved : I have learnt that they drove
him away not long fmce, becaufe he had burnt their Temple ;

which neverthelefs they have not rebuilt, nor lighted their Fire
again ; a certain Proof of their little Attachment to their

falfe Religion Î They eveii foon recalled the Miffionary ; but

they
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they heard all he could fay to them with an IndliFerence, vv^hiclî

he could never conquer, and he has forfaken them in his Turn.
From the Bottom of the Lake, or the Bay of the Tonicas, if

ADefcriijt' of
^^^^ Canoes of Bark, we might make a

the Red River.
^^^nzge of two Leagues, which would fave

ten on tne miljijjippt ; but this is not pra6li-

cable with Pettiaugres. Two Leagues lower than the River of
the Tonkas, we leave on the Right Hand the Red Ri'ver, or Rio
Colorado I at the Entrance of which, the famous Ferdinand de

Scto, the Conqueror of Florida, ended his Days and his Exploits»

or rather his Rambles. This River runs Eaft and Weft fome
Time, then turns to the^outh. It is fcarcely navigable for Pet-

tiaugres, and that for no more than forty leagues ; after which
we meet with unpafiable Marfhes. Its Mouth appeared to me to

be about two hundred Fathom vvide. Ten Leagues higher, it

deceives on the Right Hand the Black Ringer, otherwife called

tJie River of the Ouatchitas ; which comes from the North, and
has Water only for feven Months in the Year.

Neverthelefs, there are feveral Grants fituated here, which in

^ .T, ^ all Appearance will not grow very rich. The
^jants tUjnu-

Motive of this Settlement is the Neighbour-
* hood of the Spaniards, which at all Times

has been a fatal Enticement to this Colony. In Hopes of

trading with them, they leave the beft Lands in the World un-

cultivated. The Natchitoches are fettled on the Red Ri^er, and we
have judged it convenient to build a Fort among them, to hinder

the Spaniards from fettling nearer us. We encamped the twenty-

ninth, a little below the Mouth of the Red Ri^jer, in a very fine

Bay.

The 30th, after having gone five Leagues, we palTed a fécond

„ . Point cut oiF. The Mijjljfippiy in this Place,
^Ihe lotnt cut

^^j^^^g ^ ^^^^^ Winding. Some Canadians,
^* by Dint of hollowing a little Brook, which

was behind the Point, brought the Waters of the River into it j

which fpfeading themfelves impetuoufly in this new Channel,

compleatly cut off the Point, and hath faved Travellers fourteen

Leagues ofWay. The old Bed of the River is adaally dry, and

has no Water in it but in the Seafon of the Floods ; an evident

Proof that the MiJjiJJlppi calls itfelf here towards the Eaft ;• and

this deferves to be confidered with the greateft Attention, in

making Settlements on either Side of the River. The Depth of

this new Channel has been lately founded, and they have let out

a Line in it of thirty Fathom long, vâthout fir*ding any Bot-

tom,
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Juft below, and on the fame Hand, we faw the weak

Thf Crani of ^^S^'^^^"^^ ^ Grant, which bears the

St Re ne and
-^^^"^^ Reyne, and at the Head of which

that o/^Madam
Meflrs. de Coetlogon and Kolli, It is fitu-

1 Tx/r"^ . ^ ated on a very fertile Soil, andthere is nothing
de Mezieres. ^ r r a - r^u Ti-

to fear from the overflowing of the River :

But with Nothing, Nothing can be done, efpecially when they

want Men for Labour, and Men want an Inclination for La-
bour ; and this feemed tous to be the Condition of this Grant.
We went a League further this Day, and came to the Grant
of Madam de Mezieres, where the Rain flopped us all the next

Day. Some Fluts, covered with the Leaves of the Lattanier

and a great Tent of Cloth at prefent form all this Grant. They
wait for Men and Goods from the Black Ri^er., where the Ma-
gazines are, and which they are not willing to leave. I am
afraid that by endeavouring to make two Settlements at once,

both will fail.

The Soil on which they have begun this, is very good ; but
they muft build a Quarter of a League from the River, behind à
Cyprefs Wood, which is a marlliy Ground, and of which they

might make Advantage in fowing Rice and making Gardens.
Two Leagues further in the Wood, there is a Lake two Leagues
in Compafs, the Sides of which are covered with wild Fowl, and
which perhaps may fupply them with Fifh, when they have de-

ftroyed the Caimans^ which fwarm in it. I have learnt in this

Place fome Secrets ; which you lhall have. Madam, at the fame
Rate they coft me ; for I have no Time to make Trial of them.

The Male Cyprefs bears in this Country a Pod ; which
mud be gathered green, and then they find it a fovereign

Balm for Cuts. That which is diftilled from the CopalmSy

has, among other Virtues, that of curing the Dropfy. The
Root of thofe great Cotton-Trees I mentioned in another Place,

and which we find continually on all the Route which I have
made from the Lake Ontario y is a certain Remedy again ft all

Hurts of the Skin* You muft take the Infideof the Bark, boil

it in Water, bathe the Wound with this Water, and then lay on
the Afhes of the Bark itfelf. •

.

On Ne^'Year's-Day we went to fay Mafs three Leagues from

ne Grant of
^^^^"^ Mezieres, in a Grant very well

M Di on
fituated, and which belongs to M. Diron

iron.
d'Artagiiette, Infpeélor General of the Troops^

of Louifiana (a). They brought us here a monftrous Tortoife,

and they affured us that thefe Animals were capable of breaking a

(a) He died lately the King's Lieutenant at Cape Françcï'„ in St. D.mhgc^
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large Iron Bar. If the Fad is true, for I fhould be willing to

. fee it before I believe it, the Saliva of thefe Animals mufl
be a very powerful DilTolvent. As for the Leg of a Man,
I would not truft it in their Jaws. This is certain, that the
Meat of that which I faw, was enough to fatisfy ten Perfons who
had good Stomachs. We ftaid all the Day in this Grant, which
is not much forwarder than the reft, and which they call le Bâton
rouge, (the red StickJ*
The next Day we made eleven Leagues, and we encamped a

Defcritiion of ^^^^^ below the Bayagoulasy which we had

the Ba a aulas'
^^^^ the Right Hand, after having vifited

^ ° " here the Ruins of the antient Village I men-
tioned before. It was very populous about twenty Years fince.

The Small-Pox has deftroyed a Part of its Inhabitants, the

reft are gone away and difperfed : They have not fo much as

^
even heard any News of them forfeveral Years, and 'tis a Doubt
whether there is a fingle Family remaining. The Land they
poffelTed is very rich. MefTrs. Paris have a Grant here, where
they have planted in Rows a great Number of white Mulberry.
Trees, and they make very fine Silk here already. They alfo be-

gin to cultivate here, with much Succefs, Indigo and Tobacco.
If they laboured the fame in all other Places, the Proprietors of
Giants would foon be indemnified for all their Expences.

The 3d of January we arrived about Ten o'Clock in the

An Account of ^^^^^^S little Village of the Oumas^
, ^ / which is on the Left, and where there are

L X^^^^ T ^ome French Houfes. A Quarter of a League
/i;^L,netimacnas.

higher the Country, is the great Vil-

lage. This Nation is very well afFeded to us. The MiJJtJJîppi

begins to fork, or to divide into two Branches, two Leagues
higher. It has hollowed itfelf on the Right, to which it always

inclines, a Channel, which they call the Fork of the Chetimachasy

or Sitimachas ; and which, before it carries its Waters to the

Sea, forms a pretty large Lake. The Nation of the Chetimachas,

is almoft entirely deftroyed ; the few that remain are Slaves in

the Colony.
We went that Day fix Leagues beyond the Oumas, and we

pafted the Night on the fine Spot where they had fettled the

Grant of M. le Marquis D^Ancenisy at prefent Duke de Bethune ;

"which, by a Fire happening in the great Magazine, and by {eve*

ral other Accidents one after another, is reduced to nothing.

The ColapiJJas had here formed a little Village, which did not

fubfift long.

The 4th v/e arrived before Noon at the great Village of the
"
ColapiJJas. It is the fineft Village of Louijîana, yet they reckon
in it but two hundred Warriors, who have the Charafterof being

V 8 very
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very brave. Their Cabins are in the Shape of a Pavilion, like

thoie of the Sioux, and they feldom make any Fire in them.
They have a double Roof 5 that \ji the Inlide is made of the

Leaves of the Lattanier^ interwoveh together, that in the Out-
lideis made of Mats.
The Cabin of the Chief is thirty-fix Feet Diameter : I had

not before feen one fo large ; for that of the Great Chief of

the Natchez is but thirty Feet. As foon as we appeared in Sight

of this Village, they beat a Drum ; and we were fcarcely

landed, before the Chief fent his Compliments to me. I was
furprifed, in advancing towards the Village, to fee the Drummer
drejfîed in a long Gown, half white and half red, with white

Sleeves on the red Side, and red Sleeves on the white. I en-

quired into the Origin of this Cuftom, and they told me it was
not antient ; that a Governor of Louijiana had made a Prefent

of a Drum to thefe Savages, who have always been our faithful

Allies, and that this Kind of Beadle's Habit was their own In-

vention. The Women are better fhaped here than in Ca*
nada, and their Way of dreffing themfeives is alfo fomething more
becoming.

After Dinner, we went five Leagues further, and we flopped

<ru r r 2^1 Cannes bruUes, (the burnt Reeds)^ where the

M le Comte ^^'""^^ D'Artagnan has an Ha-
pu,* bitation on it, which is alfo to ferve him for a
jj /irtagnan,

Store-Houfe, if it has not the Fate of almbfl

all the reft. This Houie is on the Left ; and the firll Objed
that prefented itfelf to my Sight, was a great Crofs fet up on the

Bank of the River, about which they adually fmg Vefpers.

This is the firfl Place of the Colony, from the Illinois, where I

found this Mark of our Religion. Two Moufquetaires, M.
Artiguiere, and de Benac (a), are the Directors of this Grant ;

and it was M. de Benac who had the Diredion of the Houfe of
Cannes brulees, together with M. Chevalier, Nephew to the Mafter
of the Mathematics to the King's Pages. They have no Prieil,

but it is not their Fault : They had one whom they were
obliged to get rid of, becaufe he was a Drunkard ; and they
judged rightly, that a bad Prieft is likely to do more Harm in a
new Settlement, where he has no Superior that watches over hi^
Condudt, than his Services are worth.

Between the Colapiffas and the Cannes brûlées, we leave on the

T) r 'tt^ f
Right Hand the Spot which was formerly

the T^^I\{1T
pofTefTed by the Taen/as ; who, in the Time

^
^ * of M. de la Sale, made a great Figure in this

(a) The lafl is now Captain in th^ Trcvops of Loui/mna»

U U 2 Country,



332 An Uîjtorlcal Journal of
Çountry, but who have entirely difappeared for fome Years »

Tiiis^ is the fineft Place, and the beft Soil of Lomfeana. M. de
towhomic was granted, has done nothing here yet : Ne-

verthelefs he keeps here a Diredor, who has neither Men nor
Merchandize.
The 5 th we Hopped to dine at a Place which they call the

• Defcription of ^^^P^^^^'^^^^^ ^i^^ which is but three Leagues

the Chapftoulas
^^^^^^ horn Ne^ Orleans^ where we arrived
at Five in the Evening. The Chapitoulas,

and fome neighbouring Habitations, are in very good Condition.
I'he Soil is fruitful, and it is fallen into the Hands of People
that are Ikilful and laborious. They are the Sieur du Breuil and
three Canadian Brothers, named Chauvins, The laft have con-
tributed nothing but their Induilry, which was perfeded by the
NecelTity of labouring for a Subfiilence. They have loft no
Time, they have fpared no Pains, and their Example is a LeiTon
for thofe lazy People, whofe Poverty very unjuftly difparages a
Country which will render a hundred-fold of whatever is fowed
in it.

/ am^ &c.

LETTER XXXL

journey from New Orleans to the Mouth of the Mississippi:

Defcription of this Rluer quite to the Sea* Refëxions on the

Grants*

Toulouse Island, or La Balise (the Buoy, or Sea
Mark) January 26.

Madam,

THE Environs of Ne^-w Orleans have nothing very remarka-
ble. I did not find this City fo well fituated as I had been

told. Others are not of the fame Opinion. Thefe are the Rea*
fons on which their Opinion is founded : I will afterwards ex-

plain mine. The firft is, that about a League from hence, in-

clining to the North Eaft, they have found a little River, which
they have called the Bayouc of St. John (a)^ which at the End
of two Leagues difcharges itfelf into the Lake Pontchartrain^

which communicates with the Sea : By this Means, they fay, it

(a) Bayouc in the Savage Language fignifies a Rivulet,

is
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is eafy to keep up a certain Commerce between the Capital and

la Maubile, Biloxi, and all the other Polls which we pofTefs near

the Sea. The fécond is, that below this City, the River makes
a great Turn, which they have called le Detour aux Anglais, (the

Englijh Reach) y which may caufe a Retardment, which they

judge very advantageous to prevent a Surprife. Thefe Rea-
fons are fpecious, but they don't appear to me to be folid ; for

in the firft Place, thofe who have reafoned in this Manner, have
fuppofed that the Entrance of the River could receive none but
fmall VelTeis ; therefore in this Cafe, what is there to be feared

from a Surprife, if the Town is ever fo little fortified, as I

fuppofe in my Turn it will be foon ? Will they come to attack

it with Boats, or with VelTels which cannot carry Guns ? On the

other Hand, in whatever Place the City is iituated, muft not
the Mouth of the River be defended by good Batteries, and by a
Fort, which will at leaft give Time to receive Intelligence, and
to keep themfelves ready to receive the Enemy ? In the fécond

Place, what NecelTity is there for this Communication, which
cannot be carried on but by Boats, and with Poils, which they
cannot fuccour if they were attacked ; and from which con-
fequently they can receive but weak Succours, which for the

moll Part are good for nothing : I add, that when a Veifei

mull go up the Englifp Reach, they mull change their V/ind every
Moment, which may detain them whole Weeks to make feven

or eight Leagues.

A little below Ne-xv Orleans, the Land begins to have but little

Little Detth of -^^P^^^ ^^"^^^ ^^^^ ^W'JPpph and this

tho Countrv beloL
^^^^ diminilhmg quite to the Sea. It is a

New Orleans. ^^^"^ ^/^^^ ^^'^^^
/^^.^ ^''r

antient ; lor ii we dig ever io little in it, we
find Water; and the Number of Shoals and little Illands,

which we have feen formed within twenty years pail in all the

Mouths of the River, leave no Room to doubt that this Slip of
Land was formed in the fame Manner. It appears certain, that

when M. de la Sale came down the Mijfijfippi quite to the
Sea, the Mouth of this River was not the fame as it is at pre*
fent.

The more we approach the Sea, the more what I fay appeiirs

^ , ; evident : The Bar has fcarce any Water in

ha^e Zftened in S^^^^^^ .

^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^i"^^ Outlets,

.f^^/r /^^ which the River has opened for itfelf, and
the Mouth of the i • i r r ^ 111
j^.^^

which are 10 much encrealed only by the
^'^^^^ Means of the Trees, which are brought down

with the Current, one of which being flopt by its Branches, of
by its Roots, in a Place where there is little Depth, flops à
thoufand others. I have feen Heaps of thefe 200 Leaguei^

from
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from hence, one of which alone would have filled all the
Wood-Yard s of Paris, Nothing is capable of removing them,
the Mud which the River brings down ferves them for a Ce-
ment, and covers them by Degrees \ every Inundation leaves a
Bew Layer, and in ten Years at moft the Reeds and Shrubs be-
gin to grow upon them. Thus have been formed the greatell Part
of the Points and Iflands, which make the River fo often change
its Courfe.

I have nothing to add to what I faid in the Beginning of the

Departure from
^^/^^^^ l^tXX^x concerning the prefent State of

New Orlean^
^e^^ Orleans, The trueft Idea that you can
form of it, is to reprefent to yourfelf two

hundred Perfons that are fent to build a City, and v/ho are en-
camped on the Side of a great River, w4iere they have thought
of nothing but to Hielter themfelves from the Injuries of the

«Air, whilil they wait for a Plan, and have built themfelves

Houfes* M. de Pauger^ whom I have Hill the Honour to ac-

company, has juit now fhewed me one of his drawing. It is

very fine and very regular ; but it will not be fo eafy to exe-

cute it, as it was to trace it on Paper. We fet out the ità. of

yilly for Biloxiy which is the Head-Quarters. Between Ne^-w Or^
leans and the Sea there are no Grants ; they would have too lit-

tle Depth ; there are only fome fmall private Habitations, and
fome Magazines for the great Grants.

Behind one of thefe Habitations, which is on the Right,

Of the Chaou
in^^^^^^i^'^tely below the Englijb Reach, there

acha^
" ^^^^ "^^^ ^^"^ ^^"^^ ^ Village of the Chaou-

achas, the Ruins of which I vifited. I found
nothing entire but the Cabin of the Chief, which was pretty

much like the Houfe of one of our Peafants in France, only

with this Difference, that it had no Windows. It was built of

Branches of Trees, the Vacancies between which were filled

^p. with the Leaves of Lattankr ; the Roof was of the fame
Strudure. This Chief is very abfolute, as are all thofe of Flo-

rida ; he never hunts or Ihoots but for his Diverfion, for his

Subjeds are obliged to give him Part of their Game. His Vil-

lage is at prefent on the other Side of the River, half a League
lower, and the Savages have tranfported thither even to the

Bones of their Dead.
A little below their new Habitation the Coaft is much higher

than any where hereabout, and it appears to me that they

Ihould have placed the City there. It would be but twenty
Xeagues from the Sea, and v^ith a South Wind, or a moderate

South Ealt, a Ship would get up in fifteen Hours. The Night
of the 23d we quitted the Boat which had brought us hither,

and embarked in a Brigantine, in which we fell down with the

Stream
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Stream all Night. The next Morning by Day-Break we had
pafîed a new Circuit, which the River makes, and which they

call the Reach of the Fiakiinims,

We found ourfelves foon after in the mid ft of the Pafles of

Ofth P /r> f Mifftjfftppiy where it requires the greateft:

the Milfiffi I
Attention to work the Ship, that it may not

' be drawn into fomeone of them, from whence
it would be impolTible to recover it. The greateft rdrt are only
little Rivulets, and fome are even only feparated by Sand-Banks,
which are almofl level with the Water. It is the Bar of\he
MiJJïJpppi v/hich has fo greatly multiplied thefe PafTes ; for it is

eafy to conceive by the Manner in which I have faid there are

formed every Day new Lands, how the River, endeavouring to

efcape by where it linds the leaft Refiftance, makes itfelf a Paf-

fage, fometimeîs one Way and fometimes another ; from whence
it might happen, if Care was not taken, that none of thefe

PaïTages would be praâbicable for VefTels. The Night of the

24th we anchored beyond the Bar, over-againft la Balife,

The contrary Wind keeping us ftill here, we were willing to

Of th in d
^^^^ {omt. Advantage of this Delay. YeSer-

Touloufc' or\ i^y'.
^Sth. being I began by

-r> yr Huging a great Mais m the liland, which
they call la Balife, on Account of a Sea-

Mark which they have fee up for the Direfticn of Ships.

I afterwards bleffed it, we named it Toulotife I/Land^ and we
fang the Te Deum. This Illand is fcarce more than half à
League in Compafs, taking in alfo another Ifland which is fe-

parated from it by a Gutter, where there is always Water. Oa
the other Hand it is very low, excepting only one Place, where
the Floods never come, and where there is Room enough to

build a Fort and fome Magazines. They might unload VefTels

here, which could not eafily pafs the Bar with their whole
Lading.
M. de Pauger founded this Place with the Lead, and found

^ , o . the Bottom pretty hard, and of Clay, tho"
a prings.

^^^^^ zomç^ out of it five or fix little Spring?,

but which yield little Water; this Water leaves on the Sand
a very fine Salt. When thé River is lowefl, that is tofay, durir g
the three hotteft Months of the Year, the Water is fait round
this Illand : In the Time of the Floods, it is quite freih, and
the River preferves its Frelhnefs a good League in the Sea. At
all other Times it is a little faltifh beyond the Bar. Therefore
it is entirely a Fable, which has been reported, that for tvventy

Leagues the Mjjfjfippi does not mix its Waters with thofe of the

Sea.
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M. Paiiger and I pafTed the rcfl of the Day with the Vilot

Of the principal f^^f^/
who commanded the Brigan tine, in

Mouth of the Mif- fr'^D
-"^

^""i^^- f
^(^^^^""g only Mouth of

fiffippi
' ^^^^ which IS navigable ; and thefe are

* exaélly our Obfervations on the State in which
we found it, for I do not anfwer for the Changes which may
happen in it. It runs North Weft and South Eaft the Space of
three hundred Fathom, in going up from the open Sea quite to
the Ifland of Touloufe, over-againft which there are three little

Mands, which have yet nothing growing on them, though they
are pretty high. In all this Interval, its Breadth is two hun»
dred and fifty Fathom, its Depth is eighteen Feet in the Mid-
dle, the Bottom foft Oofe : But we muft navigate here with the
Sounding-Line in Hand, when we are not ufed to the Channel.
From hence going upwards, we make ftill the North Weft for

four hundred Fathom, at the End of which there is ftill fifteen

Feet Water, the fame Bottom ; and it is to be obferved that
every where the Anchorage is fafe, and that we are fheltered

from all the Vv^inds but the South and the South Eaft, which
may, when they are violent, make the Ships drive with their

Anchors, but without Danger, becaufe they would run on the

Bar, which is a foft Oofe : Then we make the North Weft
by North Eaft for five hundred Fathom. This is properly the

Bar, twelve Feet Water, mean Depth ; we muft alfo work here

with great Attention, for we meet with many Banks : This Bar
is two hundred and fifty Fathom wide between low Lands that

are covered with P^eeds.

In the Pafs of the Eaf, which is immediately above, we

^^j^ ^ p ^ make full Weft for a League : It is two hun-
tûer ql^es,

^^^^ ^^^^ Fathom wide, and from four to

fifteen Feet in Depth. Then all at once we find no Bottom. la
taking again the great Pafs at coming oft^ the Bar, we make
again the North Weft the Space of three hundred Fathom, and
we have always here 45 Feet Water. We leave on the Right
the Pafs of Sau^jole, by which Boats may go to Biloxi, making
the North : This Place took its Name from an Oflicer, whom
M. Iher-ville made Commandant in the Colony upon his Re-
turn to France,

Then we muft return to the Weft and by North Weft for Mty
Fathom, and in a Kind of Bay, which we leave on the Left ; at

the End of this Space there are three PalTes, one to the South

South Eaft, another to the South, and a third to the Weft

South Weft. This Bay is notwithftanding only ten Fathom deep,

and twenty wide ; but thefc PaiTes have little Water. We con-

tinue to follow the fame Rhumb of the V/ind, and at fifty Fa-

thom farther there is on the fame Hand a fécond Bay, which is

twenty Fathom, wide, and fifty deep. It contains two little PaiTes,

which
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which Canoes of Bark would be troubled to get thro', and therefore

îhey feldom reckon them among the PafTes. From hence we take

to the Weil for the Space of five hundred Fathom, and we come
over-againft the Pafs a la Lcuire (of the Otter), It is five hun-

dred Fathom wide, but is paflable only for Pettiaugres. Theu
we turn to the South Weft for twenty Fathom ; we return to the

Welt for three hundred, then to the Weft by North, the Space

of one hundred ; to the Weft North Weft as many, to the North
Weft eight hundre4 ; then we find on the Left the Pafs of the

South, which is two hundred and fifty Fathom wide, nine FV
thom Water at its Entrance on the Side towards the River, and
two Feet only where it goes out to the Sea. Two hundred and
fifty Fathom farther is the Pafs of the South Weft, nearly the

fame Breadth ; never lefs than feven or eight Feet Water.-

Hereabout the Country begins to be not fo marftiy, but it is

overflowed during four Months of the Year. It is bounded on
the Left by a Succeftion of little Lakes, which are at the End of
that of the Chetmiachas ; and on the Right by the Iflands i/e la

Cha77dekur (Candlemas) : It is thought that between thefe Iflands

there is a Paflage for the largeft Veflels, and that it would be
eafy to make a good Port here. Great Barks may go up from
the Sea to the Lake of the Chethnachas, and nothing hinders

from going thither to cut down the fineft Oaks in the World,
with which all this Coaft is covered.

I think it would be beft to flop all the Pafl^es but the principal

Means of oter
^^^^ nothing would be eafler ; to effeél

n ^the ncital
need only guide the floating Trees

*pf/f

^ P^^^^^F^ into them, with which the River is almoft

always covered. From hence it would fol-

low in the firft Place, that nothing would enter the River, not
even Barks and Canoes, but by one Pafl^age, which would de-
fend the Colony from Surprifes ; in the fécond Place, that all

the Force of the Current of the River being united, its fole

Mouth v/ould deepen itfelf as well as the Bar. I found this

Conjedure on what happened at the two Points cut off, which
I mentioned before. Then there would be nothing more to do
than to preferve the Channel, and to hinder the floating Trees
from cauflng any Obftrudion in it, which does not appear to me
be very difficult.

As to what concerns the Breadth of the River between the

Breadth of the
^^^^ ^^^^

^fJ^' ^^"^ Leagues

RiJer%et<w7en the
^^""^ ^^^"^ Touloufe to the Pafs of the

^

p^ff^^
South Weft, it is never more than fifty -Fa-

'
* thom : But immediately above this Pafs, the

^^JM^ppl infenflbly recovers its ufual Breadth, which is never
lefs than a Mile, and feldom more than two Miles. Its Depth

X X '

alfo
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alfo encrcafes from the Bar upwards, which is the Reverfe of
all other Rivers, which are commoiily the deeper the néarer
they come to the Sea.

It would be here a proper Place, Madajn, to entertain you
with the Caufes of the Failure of thofe numerous Grants, which
have made fo much Noife in France^ and on which fo many Per-
fons had built fuch mighty Hopes ; but I had rather refer this
to our firft Interview, and confine myfelf at prefent to communi-
cate to you my Thoughts of the Method that Perfons
fliould purfue in fettling in this Country, if the bad Succefs of fo
many Efforts, and of fuch large Sums advanced to no Purpofe,
does not entirely difguft our Nation.

It appears to me that the Habitations oi?ght not to be placed

Whe e th F ^^^^ River
; but I would have

hitatioL oulh^o ^^^^^ removed liigher up the Country at leaft

le tl d a Quarter of a League, or even half a League.
P

' I am not ignorant that it is poffible to be
freed from the Inconveniencies of the common Floods, by mak-
ing good Ditches ; but I think it is a great Inconvenience to

build upon a Soil, where if you dig ever fo little, you immedi-
ately find Water ; and of Confequence one can have no Cellars.

I am alfo of Opinion, that they would be great by Gainers leav-

ing the Lands all open to the annual Inundation of the River.

The Mud that fettles on them, when the Waters are gone oiF,

renews and enriches them : One might employ a Part of them in

Pafturage, ths other might be fown with Rice, Pulfe, and in ge-
neral with every Thing that requires rich and wet Lands. In
Time we Ihould fee on both Sides the MiJJiJJtppi nothing but Gar-
dens, Orchards and Meadows, which would be fufficient to feed
the People, and would fupply Matter for an ufeful Commerce with
ourlflands, and the other neighbouring Colonies. In fhort, I

think I could anfwer for it, having landed twice or thrice every
Day as I came down the River, that almoft every where, at a
little Diftance from the Sides, we may find high Grounds, where
we might build on a folid Foundation, and where Wheat
would grow very well, when they have given Air to the Country
by thinning the Woods.
As to what concerns the Navigation of the River, rit will

T\'ir J ^ always be difficult when we are to go up it,

^i^f becaufe of the Strength of the Current,
n)tgaing e Ki-

^j^j^j^ obliees us even in going dov/n to

be very cautious, often bears upon romts
that run out, and upon Shoals ; fo that to navigate it fafely,

we muft have Veffels that have both Sails and Oars. More-
over, as we cannot go forward at Night when it is cloudy,

thefc Voyages will be always very tedious and expenfive, at leall

till
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till the Bôrders of the River have Settlements neaf eâch others

on the whole Extent of the Country, that is between the Illinois

and the Sea.

Such, Madam, is this Country which they have fo much

J, , talked of in France for fome Years, and of
^

From whence ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ j^^^ j^^^^
proceeds the n^rong ^ . Europeans to acknowledge
Nouon^M they

Qoodnefs of it, and ^o negled it. Fer^
hajetn l^rance of ^.^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^j^^^^ whole Years,
tbu country.

Hiftorian (a) could not forgive

him for not having made a folid Settlenient here. " Where could

he goy fays he, to do better ?'*

Indeed I never heard Louifiana lightly fpoken of, but by three

Sorts of People that have been in the Country, and whofe Tef-
tiâiony is certainly to be rejefted. The firft are the Mariners,

who from the Road of Ship IJland, or IJlé Dauphin^ could fee

nothing but that Illand quite covered with a barren Sand, and the

fiill more fandy Coaft of Biloxi^ ar^d who fulFered themfelves to

be perfuaded that the Entrance of the MiJJîJJîppi was impalTable

for Ships of a certain Bulk, or that it was neceflary to go fifty

Leagues up this River to find a Place that was habitable.

They would have been quite of another Opinion, if they could

have miftrufled thofe who talked to them in this Manner, and
have difcovered the Motives which induced them fo to do.

The 2d Sort are poorWretches, who being driven out of France
for their Crimes, or bad Conduél, true or falfe, or who, whether
to fhun the Purfuitof their Creditors, have engaged themfelves

in the Troops and in the Grants. Both thefe looking upon
this Country as a Place of Banilhment, are difgufted at every

Thin^. They do not interefl themfelves in the Suecefs of a Colo-
ny, of which they are Members againft their Inclination, and they

concern themfelves very little about the Advantages which it may
J)rocure for the State : The greateft Part of then^ are not even
capable of perceiving thefe Advantages.
The third Sort are thofe, who having feen nothing but Pover-

ty in a Country on which exceffive Expences have been bellowed,

attribute to it without Refiedion what we ought entirely to caft

on the Incapacity, or on the Negligence, of thofe who had the

Care of fettling it. You alfo know very well the Reafons they

had, to publifh that Louijlana contained great Treafures, and that

it brought us near the famous Mines of St. Barhe, and other ftill

ficher, from which they flattered themfelves they fhould eafily

drive away the PofTefTors ; and becaufe thefe idle ^Stories had
gained Credit with fome filly People, inftcad of imputing to

(a) Garciïaffû de la Vega % Yi\^or^ of the Conqueft of Florida*

X X 2 themfelves
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themfelves the Error, in which they were engaged by^heir foo-^

liih Credulity, they have difcharged their Spleen on the Coun-
try, where they have found nothing of what had been promifed
them. I am, kQ.

LETTER XXXn.

De/cription of the BiLOXi ; Of the Cassine, or Apalachine :

Of the Myrtle Wax : 0/Maubile : Of theTchnaas : Of the Bay

of St. Bernard. Voyage from BiLOxi to New Orleans '/^

the Lakeof Pontch artr ain.

Madam, On Board the A d o u r , Jpril 5

.

^^jjT^HE 26th, after having clofed my Letter, I embarked, and

A we prepared to fail ; but after we had made one Ta!ck to

the South, the Wind coming againft us obliged us to return to

Arrival at Ei-
Anchorage, and to remain there the two

2q^. following Days. The 29th we weighed An»
chor early in the Morning, but the Wind

was fo weak, and the Sea ran fo high, that in twenty-four

Hours we made but fourteen Leagues, which was but half the

,

Way we had to go. The 30th we had neither the Wind more
favourable, nor the Sea more calm till towards four in the Af-
ternoon, when a Shower of Rain cleared up the Weather, which
was very thick, and calmed the Sea : But after an Hour or two
the Mift returned, and became fo thick, that not being able to fee

how to fteer our VelTel, we came to an Anchbr. The next Day
as the Fog did not difperfe, M. de Panger and J went into the

Boat, to gain the Road of Ulfe aux Vaffeaux (Ship Ifland) ; we
vifited there Tome Ships of France^ and we got back to Biloxi

about five in the Afternoon.

À11 this Coaft is extremely flat ; Merchant Ships cannot come

T) r 'm' ffh
nearer it than four Leagues, & the fmallell Bri-

Coafi and^of the S^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^w^- And even thefe are obliged

Road
^ further off v/hen the Wind is North or

North-Weft, or elfe they find themfelves on
Ground ; as it happened the Night before I debarked. The
Road is the whole Length of Ship Ifland, which extends a fmall

League from E aft to Weft, but has very little Breadth. To the

Eaft of this Ifland is Dauphin Ifland, formerly CdlltàMaffacrelfandy

where there was a tolerable Port, which a Guft of Wind fliut up
in two Hours, a Httle more than a Year ago^ by filling the En-

trance
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prance of it with Sand. To the Weft of Ship IJland lie one be-

hind the other, the Illand des Chats ox de Bienville, the Ifland «

Come, and the Ifles de la Chandeleur,

What they call the Biloxi is the Coaft of the Main Land, which

r ' r 1 is to the North of the Road. This is the Namè
Defcriptionofthe

^ ^^^.^^ Savages which were fettled

there formerly, but who are now retired to-

wards the North Weft, on the Borders of a little River, called

the River of Pearls, becaufe they have found in it a poor Sort af

Pearls. They could not have chofen a worfe Situation for thè

General Quarters of the Colony ; for it can neither receive any

Sucours from the Ships, nor give them any for the Reafons I hav6

ijieiitioned. Befides this, the Road has two great Faults; the An-
chorage is not good, and it is full of Worms, which damage all

the Ships : The only Service it is of, is to ftielter the Ships from

a fudden Guftof Wind, v/hen they come to difcover the Mouth of
the MiUijJi.ppi, which having only low Lands, it would be dan-

gerous to approach in bad Weather, without having firft dif*

covered it.

The Biloxi is not more valuable for its Land, than for its Sea. •

nr I n (v
nothinp- but Sand, and there grows there

U/ the Calline.
^.^^^^ bendes'Pines and Cedars. The Caffine,

therwife called Jpalachine, alfo grows there everywhere in Plenty.

It is a very fmall Shrub, the Leaves of which, infufed like thofe

of Tea, pafs for a good Difiblvent, and an excellent Sudorific ;

but its principal Quality is diuretic. The Spaniards ufe it

in all Florida ; it is even their common Drink. It began to ht
ufed in Paris when I left it ; but we v/ere then in a bad Timé
for new Trials ; they dropt as fuddenly as they were taken up.

Neverthelefs, I know that feveral Perfons who have ufed Apah^
chine, praife it greatly.

There are two Kinds, which differ only in the Size of the

Leaves. Thofe of the large Sort are above an Inch long, the

others are little more than half that Length. In Shape and Sub«
ftance they are much like the Leaves of Box, except that they are

rounder at the Ends, and of a brighter Green. The Name. of
Apalachine, v/hich we have given to this Shrub, comes from the

Apalaches, a People of Florida, from whom the Spaniards learnt its

Uf^, and this is their Manner of preparing it.

They fet on the Fire in an earthen Pot a certain Quantity of
Leaves, and they let them parch in it till their Colour becomes
reddifh, then they pour boiling Water on them gently, till thè

Pot is full. This Water takes the Colour of the Leaves, and
it froths when it is poured out like Beer. They drink it as hot
pofTible, and the Savages would fooner go without eating, than
inifs drinking it Night and Morning ; they think they ftiould be

ficfe
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fick if they went without it, and it is faid the Spaniards havé
fîle fame Notion.

Half an Hour after they have taken it, it begins to pafs ofF^

and this lafts an Hour. It is hard to conceive how a Drink,
which paiTes fo foon through the Body, can be fo nourifhing as

they fay it is : It is eafier to coniprehend that it may cleanfc

away whatever hinders the PafTage of the Urine^ and câufes

Difeafes of the Reins. When the Savages v^ould purge them-
felves, they mix Sea Water with it, and this produces great Eva-
cuations ; but if the Dofe of Sea Water is too ftrong, it may kill

them ; and this is not without Example. I have feen it taken in

France without fo much ado in preparing it, and in thè Man-
îier one makes Tea, but only doubling the Quantity, and mak«-
îng it boil near half an Quarter of an Hour ; and I make no
Doubt but that it has then a js^reat Effect.

They find here alfo a Kind of Myrtle with large Leaves^

Of the M rîle
^^^^^ •'^ knew already was very common on

Wax ^ '^^ Coaft of Jcadiay and of the Englijh^ Colo^

nies on this Continent, Some give it the

Name of Laurel^ but they are miilaken : Its Leaves have the

Smell of Myrtle, and the EngUjh always call it the Candle Myrtle^

This Shrub bears a little Grain, which being thrown into boil-

ing Water, fwims upon it, and becomes a gfeen Wax, fefs fat

and more brittle than that of Bees, but as good to burn. The on-

ly Inconvenience they have found in it is, that it breaks too eafily,.

But they might mix it with another Wax extremely liquid, which
they get in the Woods of the Iflands of America | which
however is not necelTary, unlefs they want to make large Ta-
pers. I have feen Candles made of it, which gave as good a
Light, and which lafted as long as our's. Our Miffionaries of the^

Neighbourhood of Acadia mix Suet with it, which makes them
apt to run, becaufe the Suet does not mix well with this Wax.
The Sieur Alexandre^ who is here in the Service of the Compa-

îîy in the Quality of Surgeon and Botanift, mixes nothing wfth
it, and his Candles have not this Fault ; their Light is foft and
very clear, and the Smoke they make when they are blown out,

has a Smell of Myrtle very agreeable. He is in Hopes of finding

a Way to blanch them, and he fhewed me a Mafs of it, which
was above half blanched (a). He fays, that if they would al-

low him five or fix of thofe Slaves^ who are leaft fit for the com-^

mon Labours, to gather the Grain in the Seafon ; he could make
Wax enough to load a Ship every Year.

(a) This has not been follovv'ed^ as -is faid,- becaufe this Wax is confidè-

^bly altered in blanching.
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ff$ thirteen or fourteen Leagues from the BUoxi, inclining to th^

7 Tv/r 1-1 Eaft, we find the River of the Maubiky which.
U/ />b^MauDiie.

^^^^ ^^^^j^ g^^^jj^ ^ ^j^^ j^^^^j^

of which is over-againft Dauphin IJland* It rifes in the Country
of the Chicachasy and its Courfe is about a hundred and thirty

Leagues. Its Bed is very narrow, and it winds much, whiçli

does not hinder its being very rapid. But there are fcarce any
but the little Pettiaugres that can go up it when the Waters arg

low. We have on this River a Fort, which has been a long

Time the principal Poll of the Colony ; yet the Lands are not

good, but its Situation near the Spaniards made it convenient

for trading with them, and this was all they fought for at that

Time,
It is reported, that at fome Leagues beyond the Forf,

they have difcovered a Quarry ; if this i§ true, and the Quarry
abounds v/ith Stone, it may prevent the entire Defertion of thi^

Poft, which many Inhabitants begin to forfake, being un^
willing to cultivate any longer a Soil which does not anfwer
the Pains they take to improve it. Nevertbelefs, I do not be*

lieve that they will eafily refolve to evacuate the Fort of Mau-r
hile, though it Ihould ferve only to keep in our Alliance the
Tchaéîas, a numerous People, who make us a neceiTary Barrier

againft the Chicachas, and again ft the Savages bordering on
Carolina, GarcilaJJo de la Fega, in his Hiftory of Florida, fpeaks
of a Village called Mau^illa, which no doubt gave its Name to

.
the River, and to the Nation that was fettled on its Borders,

Thefe Mawvilians were then very powerful ; at prefent there ar^

hardly any Traces left of them.

They are at prefent engaged in feeking to the Well of

Of the Ba St ^^F^mp^-> a Place fit to make a Settlg-

Bernard^
^ * ment, which may bring us nearer to Mexiço

j

and they think they have found it at a hun^-

dred Leagues from the Mouth of the River, in a Bay which
bears the Name fomctimes of St, Magdalen^ and fometimes of Sf^

Louis, but oftener that of 6*/. Bernard, It receives many Rivers^
fome of which are pretty large, and it was there that M. de

Sale landed, when he milTed the Mouth of the MiJ/iJJjppi, 4.

Brigantine has been fent lately thither to reconnoitre it, but they
found there fome Savages, who appear little difpofed to re^

ceive us, and whom they did not treat in fuch a Manner a§

to gain them to us. I alfo hear that the Spaniçirds have
very lately prevented this Defign^ by fettling there before
us.

There is in Truth fomething more prelîing, aud better to be
done, than this Enterprize. I know that Commerce is the Soui
of Colonies, and thaf they are of no Ufe to fuch a Kingdom as
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our's but for this End, and to hinder our Neighbours from gro.w-.

>ng too powerful ; but if they do not begin by cultivating tlie

liandsj Commerce, after having enriched feme private Perfons^,

will foon drop, and the Colony will not be eftaLliflied. The
Neighbourhood of the Spaniards may have its Ufe, bi^t let us

leave it to them to approach us as much as they will, we are

not in a Condition, and we have no Need, to extend ourfelves

farther. They are peaceable enough in this Country, and they

will never be ftrong enough to give us any Uneafinefs. It is

not even their Interell to drive us out of this Country ; and if

they do not comprehend it yet, they v/ill without Doubt foon

be fenlible that they cannot have a better Barrier againfi: the

Englijh than Louijiana,

The Heat was already very troublefome at the Biloxi in the

97? Climate of
^^^^^^^^ Marché and I judge that when the

, once heated the Sand on which wem 15110X1.
^
^^^^ j^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ exceffive. They

fay indeed that without the Breeze, which rifes pretty regularly

every Day between nine and ten in the Morning, and continues

till Sun~fet, it would be impolTible to live here. The Mouth of

the MiJJtJp'ppi is in 29^ Latitude, and the Coaft of the Biloxi is in

thirty. We had here in the Month of Fehruary fome cold Wea-
ther, v/hen the Wind blew from the North and North Well,

but it did not laft long ; and it v/as even followed by great

Heats, Vv'ith Thunder and Lightening, and Storms ; fo that in the

Morning we were in Winter, and in the Afternoon in Summer,

with fome fm all Intervals of Spring and Autumn between both.

The Breeze com.es generally from the Eafl : When it comes

from the South, it is only a refleéled Wind, which is much lefs

refrefhing ; but it is iUll a Wind, and when it fails entirely

there is no breathing.

The 24th of March I departed from Ûïç, Biloxi^ where I had been

^ - ilopt by a jaundice, which held me above
^ Departure fro7n

^ Month, and I returned to AW Orleans,
"

the piloxi. where I was to embark in a Pink belonging

to the Company, named the Adcm\ I made this Voyage in a

Pettiaugre, and I never yet made one more difagreeable. Five

Leagues from the Bikxi, the Well Wind, which in three Hours

brought nie there, gave Place to a South Wind fo violent, that

I was obliged to flop. I had fcarce Time to fet up my Tent,

before we were overflowed with a Deluge of Rain, accompanied

with Thunder.
Two little VelTels that fet out with me, were willing to take

Advantage of the Wind, which carried them a great Way in a

few Hours, and I was very forry that I could not do the fame,

but I foon heard that their Fate deferved rather Pity than

o Envy :
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Envy : The firft was in continual Danger of being loft, and her

PafTengers arrived at Ne^iv Orleans rather dead than alive. The
other was run a-ground about hall Way, and five Perfons were
drowned in a Meadow, of which the Storm had made a Lake.
The Wind continued all Night with the fame Violence, and
the Rain did not ceafe till the next Day at Noon. It began
again at Night, and continued till Day, with Thunder.
When we fail in Sight of this Coafl, it appears very ples-^

^ir •
fant, but when we come nearer it is not the

, . ;^ n fame 1 hinp;. It is all alono: a band, as at
this Loaft. . r^-ï ' J. rj 1the LîLoxz, and we find on it only poor
Woods. I obferved here a Kind of Sorrel, which has the fame
Tafte as our's, but the Leaves of which are narrower; and which
caufes, as they fay, the Bloody-Flux. There is alfa in thefa

Parts a Kind of Afli, which they call Bois Amourette (Lowers

Wood), the Bark of which is full of Prickles, and pafî'es for

a fovereign Remedy, and very fpeedy againft the Tooth-Ach.
The 26th it rained all the Day, and tho' the Sea was calm,

we made little Way. We got a little farther the 27th, but the

following Night we went out of our Courfe above the Ifland of

Pearls, The next Day we went and encamped at the Entrance

of Lake Pontcharfrai?i, having left a little before on the Right
the River of Pearls, which has three Mouths. The Separation of
thefe three Branches is at four Leagues from the Sea, and the

Biloxies are a little above it.

In the Afternoon we crofTed the Lake of Pontchartrain : This

^ ,
J J ^ Traverfe is feven or eight Leagues, and at

Pontchartra^r
Midnight we entered the Bayouc of St, John.
Thofe who firil navigated this Lake, found

it, as they fay, fo full of Caimans, that they could fcarce give a

Stroke of the Oar without hitting one. They are at prefent very

fcarce in it, and we only faw fome Traces of them at our en-

camping; for thefe Animals lay their Eggs on the Land.-—Af-
ter- I had refted myfelf a little at coming out of the Lake, I

purfuedmy Way by Land, and I arrived at Nenju Orleans before

Day.
The Jdour was gone from thence, but not far, and I came up

U n; / .1 ^it^ next Day, the firft of April. The

N SZion doZl
I^^^^^^io^ ^^^^.s at its Height, and of Confe-

a^iga ton o^
quence the River much more rapid than I

the Ki^er.
^^^^^ ^^^^ Months before. Mforeover, a

Ship, efpecially a Pink, is not fo eafily worked as a Sloop ; and
as our Sailors v^'cre not ufed to this Navigation, we had a great

deal of Trouble to get out of the River. The Ship, driven

fometimes to one Shore, and fometimes to the other, ofcen trngled

its Yards and Tackling in the Trees, and they wjre cbliged

Y y moîe
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ihore than once to cut av/ay fome of the Tackling, to free us

from this Embarraflment. It was worfe ftlll when we came to

the Fa/Tes, for the Currents always drew us into the neareft with
great Violence. We got even into one of the fmalleft, and I
could never yet conceive how we could get out again. We
came off however with the Lofs of an Anchor, which we left

there : We had already loft one two Days before, fo that we had
only two remaining. Such a bad Beginning, made us a little

thoughtful, but the Youth and little Skill of thofe with whom
they had truHed us, gave us ftill more Unealinefs.

The J^our is a very pretty VefTel, of three hundred Tons

The Shii) illcom
^Airthen. It failed from France with a very

tp I cm- good Crew, under the Condud of a Captain
^ * who underftood his Bufuiefs, and a Lieu-

tenant who had a very good Charaèler. The latter was left fick

at St, Domingo: The Captain, foon after his Arrival at the

Biloxiy quarrelled with one of the Diredlors of the Company,
who difplaced him. To fupply the Places of thefe two Officers,

they have chofen a young Man of St. Maloy who came three

Years ago to Louijianay in the Station of Pilot's Mate, or Ap-
prentice, and who fince that Time got the Command of a
Sloop in the Road of the Biloxi, to go fometimes to la Maubile^

and lometimes to Nenju Orleans, with Provifions. He appears to

have every Thing that is requifite to become a fkilful Mariner;

he loves his Buiinefs, and applies himfelf to it ; but we Ihould

be very willing to fee nothing of his little Experience, efpe-

cially in a Navigation which is attended with great Diffi-

culties.

He has for his fécond, an Officer who came from France in

the Quality of Enlign ; he alfo is a young Man, very fit to

be a Subaltern under Principals of E^Jperience, who would leave

nothing to him but the Care of executing their Orders. It

would be hard to find a Seaman of more Courage in a Storm,

which he has been ufed to from his Childhood, in the painful

Fifheries of Newfoundland \ and two or three Shipwrecks, from
which he has happily efcaped, has given him a Confidence,

which I fliall be much furprifed, if he does not come into a bad
Plight by.

Our firfi: Pilot appears a little more experienced than thefe

two Officers, and they depend much on the Knowledge he has

pf the Channel of Bahama^ which he has palFed once already.

But this is but little to be acquainted with this PafTage the moft

dangerous that there is in the American Seas, and where they

reckon Shipwrecks by thoufands. Moreover, I am greatly ap^

prehenfive that a certain felf-fufficient Air which I obferve in

hiîn, \n\\ produce feme fat^l Effect, He h^s two Subalterns,

% who
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who âre very good natured Fellows ; we have fifty Sailors of
Rretagney a little mutinous, but ftrong and vigorous ; almoft all
have been at the Cod-Fifhery, and that is a good School. The
Seamen appear to be Men of Judgment and Experience.

In Spite of all thefe Hindrances which I have mentioned, we
/ anchored on the Outfide the Bar the 2d at Night; we paffed it

the 3d, and for Want of Wind we could go no farther. Yef-
terday'we were again ftopt all the Day, and this Night we have
had a Storm from the South, which made us give Thanks to
the Lord that we were not at Sea fo near the Coaft. I hope.
Madam, to write to you in a Ihort Time from St, Domingo, whi'
ther our Pink is bound to take in a Cargo of Sugar, which lays
there ready for us. I take the Advantage of a Sloop which is
going up to Ne^ Orleans, to fend this Letter to you by a Veffel
that is bound diredly for Frante.

1 amy &c.

LETTER XXXIII.

Voyage to the Channd of Bahama. Shipwreck of the Adour :

Return to Louisiana along the Coajî of Florida : Defcription

of that Coaf.

Madam^ At the BiLOxr, Juné 5,

IPromifed to write to you imfnediately from St. Domingoi
But behold after two Months I am here, as far off as I was

then : The Recital of the fad Event that has brought me back
to this Colony, and which has but too well juftified my Appre-
henfioii^, with fome Obfervations on a Country which I did
not exped to fee, will make the Subjeél of this Letter. I

am not, however, fo much to be pitied as you may think. I
am very well recovered of my Fatigues. I have gone through
great Dangers, but have happily efcaped from them : The Evil

that is paft is but a Dream, and often a pleafant one.

It was but half an Hour at moft, after I had clofed my Let*

q-L^ Arînnv /"y ^hcïi thc Wind coming to the North
i t:?e Aaour jets

prepared to fail. I thought that the

Refpea: due to the facred Day of Eapr
would have engaged the Captain to have waited till the next

Day, efpecially as it was paft Noon; but he had few Provifi-

©ns, and one Day's Delay might have bad Confe(juences. Our
Y y 2 Halle
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Hafle was attended with ftill worfe. We foon loll Sight of
tand, and at the End of an Hour's Sail, after having had the
Pleafure of feeing the Waters of the River and thofe of the Sea
mix together v/ithout being blended, we no longer perceived
any Difference,, finding only Salt Water.

It may be faid, perhaps, that we had quitted the right Chan-
nel, and I allow that it may be true ; but that Struggle which
we obferved fo near the Mouth, does not fhew a River vidori-
ous, that opens itfelf a free PafTage, and for tv/enty Leagues
gives Laws to the Ocean. Befides, if this Fadt was true, at

leafl: in the Time of the Inundation, in which Time we were,
how came we to have fo much Trouble to find the Mouth of
the River? The Difl'erence alone of the Colour of the Waters
would have difcovered it to any the leaft attentive.

In Regard to this Colour, I have faid that the MiJJlJJlpfiy af«

ç.i r . ter its Jundion with the Mijfouri, took the

.7 Tiz-^y^ Colour of the Waters of that River, which
the yVaters of the i- -o^ u .

MiiTilTi pi
white : But would you believe it, Ma-

^ ^
* dam, that of ail the Waters, that we can take

for a Ship's Provifion, there are none which keep fvveet fo long

as thefe ? Befides this, they are excellent to drink when they

have been left to fettle in Jars, at the Bottom of which they

leave a Kind of white Tartar, which, in all Likelihood, ferves

equally to give them the Colour they have, to purify them,

and to preferve them.

The 1 2th at Noon, after having fuffered excefTive Heats for

Deic'-'htion of
^^^^^^^ Days, and more intolerable {lill in the

4i AT^ ^ ^^r a Night than in the Day, v/e difcovered Cape

^ 'cuba
^'"^^ '''' the North Coail of the lile

^ * of Cuhay and very high. At Sun-fet we were
over-againft it, we then fleered to the Eail, and failed in Sight

of the Shore ; the next Morning, at Day-break, we were over-

^gainfl the Havannah : This City is about eighteen Leagues

frôm Cape Sed^ and about half-way we difcover a very high

Mountain, the Top of which is a Kind of Platform. They call

it the Table ef Marianne.
' Two Leagues beyond the Ha<va?i7iahy there is a little Fort on
the Coafc, which is called la Hougue, from whence we begin to

difcover the p.ain de Matance (the Bread of Matance), This is a

Mountain, the Top of v/hich refenibles an Oven, or if you pleafe,

pi Loaf. It ferves to reconnoitre the Bay of Matance, which
is fourteen Leagues Diiiance from the Ha^aimah. The Heat con-

tinued increafing, and indeed we v/ere on the Confines of the

Torrid Zone : And withal, we had fcarce any Wind, and got

forward only by Favour of the Current; which runs to the

The
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The 14th, about fix in the Evening, we difcovered from the

Top of the main Maft the Coaft of Florida, There is no pru-

dent Mariner, who on difcovering this Coaft, if he has not at

leaft fix or feven Hours Day-Light to run, does not tack about

and keep off the Land till the next Day, there being no Coaft

in the World where it is of more Importance to fee every

Thing clearly, becaufe of the Diverfity of the Currents, which
we muft never flatter ourfelves that we certainly know. We
had an Inftance of no long Date in the Spanip Galleons, which
were loft here fome Years ago, for Want of the Precaution

which I have juft mentioned. The Chevalier ^' Here, Captain
of a Ship, who accompanied them, did all in his Power to en-

gage the General of the Flota to wait till Day-Light to enter

into the Channel, but he could not fucceed v^ith him, and he

did not think proper to throw himfelf away along with him*
Our Captain, who had received good Inftrudions on th^ Head,
had refolved to make Ufe of them ; but too great FvCadinefs

to hearken to others had the fame Efie6t with Regard to him,

, as Prefumption had on the Spanijh General. His firft Pilot,

who thought himfelf the moil fKilful Man in the World, and
his Lieutenant, who knew not how to doubt of any Thing,
were of Opinion to continue the Route, and he had not the

Refolution to oppofe them..^ He propofed at leafi to make the

North Eaft, and the Confequences proved, that if his Opinion
had prevailed, we had efcaped Shipwreck. But he could pre-

vail only for making the North North Eaft, the Pilot pofitive-

]y affirming that the Currents bore violently to the Eaft. He
faid the Truth, but it is only when Vv'e are near the Land oa
that Side, as they bear to the Weft on the other Side, on
which we then were.

At feven o'Clock the Land appeared ftill at a confiderable

Shit^reck cf
'^''^^'^'^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^7 could not fee it but froni

he Adour
Round-Top ; but half an Hour after, the

Weather growing cloudy, a Sailor obferved

by the Help of fome Flafnes of Lightening, that the Water hadt

changed Colour. Lie gave Notice of it, but his Information

was received with Laughter, they told him it was the Lighten-
ing that had made the Water appear white. He ftill maintain-

ed his Opinion, many of his Companions were foon brought to

agree with him : The Officers would have made a jeft of it

ftill, but they cried lb loud, and were fo many in the fame
. Opinion, that the Captain ordered the Lead to be thrown out.

They found but fix Fathom Water ; the only fare Step they
could have taken was to eaft Anchor that Moment, but there vv2s

no Anchor ready. They thought to tack about, and perhaps it

had been Time enough, if they had ufed Difpatch ; but they

amufed
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amufed themfelves with founding again, and they found only
five Fathom Water. Prefently after they founded again and
found only three. Reprefent to yourfelf. Madam, a Parcel of
Children, who feeing themfelves drawn towards the Brink of a
Precipice, are only attentive to know the Depth of it> without
taking any Meafures to avoid it.

Now there arofe a confufed Noife^ every Man cried out as

loud as he could bawi, the Officers could not make themfelves

heard, and two or three Minutes after the Ship ran aground :

There rofe at this Inflant a Kind of Storm j and the Rain which
followed foon after made the Wind fall ; but it foon rofe again,

fettled in the South, and grew flronger than before. The Ship
began immediately to lay hard upon her Helm, and they were
afraid that the Main-Maft, which at every Shock rofe pretty

high, would jump out of its Step and fplit the Ship's Bottom.
It was tried in the ufual Way, condemned, and cut down im-
jnediately, after the Captain had given it the firll Stroke with
a Hatchet, according to Cuftom.
Then the Lieutenant went into the Boat, to try to difcover in:

what Place we were, and in what Condition the Ship was. He
obferved that in the fore Part we had but four Feet Water, that

the Bank on which we were wrecked was fo fmall, that it was
but juft large enough to receive the Ship> and that all round
ît ihe would have floated. But if we had efcaped this Bank,-

we could not have fhunned another, for we were furrounded

with them, and it is certain v/e fhould not have met with one fa

€ommodious.
The Wind continued to blow violently ; our Ship continued

to bear hard upon her Helm , and at every Shock we expected

ii to fplit. All the EfFeéls of Fear were painted on our FaGes,^

and after the lirll Tumult formed by the Cries of the Sailors

who worked the Ship, and by the Groans of the PalTengers, who
expected Death every Moment, a deep and mournful Sileftce

prevailed through all the Company. We heard afterwards that

îbme Perfons took their Meafures fecretly not to be nonplufhed^

m Cafe th€ VefTel fhould go to Pieces : Not only the Boat, but

the Canoe alfo were in the Water, v/ith every Thing in Readi-

Befs, and fome trufly Sailors were ordered privately to be ready

the firft Signal. They afTured me afterwards, that they had
agreed not to leave me in the Danger.

This is certain, that I paiTed the Night without doling my
Eyes,, and in the Situation of a Man who does not expe6l to

fee the Day again. It appeared however, and difcovered to us

the Land at more than two Leagues from us* It was not thaty

which we difcovered at firf:, and v/hich we faw Hill at a great

Dillaiice, but a low Land, and which appeared to us very \xtAt

to
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to be inhabited. Neverthelefs, this Sight was a Pleafure to ws,

îind gave us a little Courage.

Then they confidered if there was no Likelihood of getting

T.yr r 7.7 the Jdour afloat again, and becaufe it wag
Mta/umM . ^^^^ ç^^^^^^ 5,^.^^3 ^^^^ 3^^^^

they take to fa^e ^^^^ ^j^^^^j^^ ^.^^ ^^^^ ^.^^^^
themiel<ves.

yitzxi^ of getting out of fuch a bad Situa,

tion, fuppoling it impofTible to recover the Ship. Then they

recollefted that they Ihipped a flat-bottom'd Boat, with De-
jign to ufe it at St. Domingo ^ to load the Sugars they were to

take in there. This was a very prudent Precaution of the Cap^.

tain, who had been told that in that Country the Loading ofteiî

detains Ships in the Road much longer than is convenient for

the Intereft of the Owners, and the Health of the Ship's Com^
pany : But Providence had another View without Doubt in in-

.
îpiring him with this Thought. This Boat faved us.

I do not well know what pafTed the fame Day between the

Officers and the Pilot, but there was no more Talk of recover-

ing the Veffel. Many have faid, that all their Efforts for this

Purpofe would have been ufelefs ; but the Captain complained
to me more than once, that they would not fufFer him to make
this Attempt in the Way he chofe. They refolved therefore

the fame Day to carry all the People to Land, and they labour-r-

ed all the Morning to make a Raft, that they might not b^
obliged to make feveral Trips.

However, they did not think proper yet to forfake the Ship,

and there were none but the Paffengers that were embarked in

the Long-Boat, and on the Raft. At a Gun-Shot from the Ship
we found the Sea very high, and the Bifket vv'hich we were car^

rying to Land was wetted : A little Pettiaugre that followed

. the Boat could with Difhculty keep above Water, and the

Raft, which carried twenty-^two Men, was carped fo far by th^

Current, that we thought it loll.

The Boat, in which I was, m.ade Hafte to Land, that

Sa^va es of the
"^^g^^^ g^ to alTift the others ; but as we

1(1 'ds ofthe Mar
^^^^ ready to go afhore, we perceived a prêt-.

J / large Company of Savages armed with.
^' Bows and Arrows, which approached us.

This Sight made us refleél, that we were without Arms, and
we ftopt fome Time v>^ithout daring to advance. We even
thought, all Things well confidered, that it would be impru-
dent to go any farther. The Savages perceived our Diflrefs,

and eafily conceived the Caufe of it. They came near us, and
cried out to us in Sfani/rj, that they were Friends, When they

faw this did not encourage us, they quitted their Arms, and
came to y?, being up to the Waill in Water,

Wa
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We were foon furrounded by them, and it is certain, that

rrri . . /r J J cmbarraffed as we were with Things in aWhat palJed be- -o ^ i ij ^ n- •
^

T
^

J iioat, where we could not Itir, it was very
t^iveenthem and us. ^ r c ^ ^ a rnu n jeaiy for them to deitroy us. They afked

us at firft if we were Englijh ; we anfwered them, we were not,

but Allies and good Friends of the Spa?îiards: They feemed
much rejoiced at this, inviting us to land on their Ifland, and
alTuring us we ûiould be as fafe there as in our Ship. Miftruft

on fome Occafions only ferves to difcover Weaknefs, and gives

Rife to dangerous Surmifes. Therefore, we thought it bed to

accept the Invitation of thefe Barbarians, and follov/ed them to

their Ifland, which we found to be one of the Iflands called the

Martyrs.

But what feems moil: remarkable is, that we determined'

to take this Step upon the coming up of the Pettiaugre, in

which there were but five or fix Men, whilfi: we were talking

with the Savages ; we certainly ran a great Rifque in trufting

ourfelves without Arms into the Hands of thefe Floridians^ and
we were well convinced of it in the Sequel : Four or live Men
more were not capable of making them change their Defign, fup-

pofing thefe Barbarians had any ill Intentions againfl us ; and I

never think of the Boldnefs which this light Reinforcement infpi-

red us with, but I reprefent to myfeif thofe Perfons, who cannot go
alone in the dark, and whom the Prefence of a Child immedi-
ately emboldens, by employing their Imagination, which alone

caufes all their Fear.

However, we were no fooner landed on the Ifland, than v/e

The Pa/Ten ers
^^^^^^ diflrufl the Officers, having likewife

7 •

^
J' a a 7 but little Ground to depend on the Savages.

sir Com an ^^P'^'" °^ ^""^ ^'^^g^^ hi-
ip s ompany.

^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 1^^^ Shore,

he took Leave of us, faying, he was obliged to return on
Board, where he had many Things to do, and he would fend us

diredily whatever we wanted, efpecially Arms. There was no-

thing in this but v/hat was reafonable, and we eaflly conceived

that his Prefence was neceflliry in his Ship : But we refleded

that he had brought away only the Pafl^engers, and that all the

Ship's Company would be compleat, upon the Return of the

Captain. »

This made us fufpeft that the Boat, which they fpoke of to

us, v/as only a Lure to amufe us, and they had only landed us as

People that were a Burthen to them, that they might take Ad-
vantage of the Boat and the Canoe, to go to the Ha<vannah^ or

to St, Juguftin in Florida. We were all more confirmed in t]i efe

Sufpicions, when we found that wè all had the fame Thought ;

this
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<,his Agreement made us judge that it was not without Founda-

tion : Upon which it was refolved among us, that I fhould re-

turn with the Captain to the Ship, in order to prevent unjuil Re-
folutions, if they v/ere tempted to take any.

I therefore declared to the Captain, that fince his Chaplain

refolved to ftay in the Ifland, it was not proper that I Ihould re-

main there alfo ; that it was better to feparate us, and that I was
refolved not to lay from on board the Ship, whilft any Perfon re-

mained on board. He feemed a little furprifed.at my Difcourfe,

but he made no Objeélion, and we fet off. I found on my Ar-
rival at the Ship, that they had fpread the* Sails, to fee, as they

faid, if it was poffible to difengage it. But there were many
other Manœuvres to make for this End, and they did not think

£t to try them.
In half an Hour the Wind turned to the Eaft, and grew very

Several Paffe
which obliged us to furl the Sails :

per^'^^^^d "^"^ ^^^^ Storm proved the Means of faving

zood Pronjidence
^ ^^^^^ were upon the Float, and who

^ had been carried a great Way out to Sea :

The Billows drove them back again towards us, and as foon as

we perceived them, the Captain fent them his Long-Boat, which
took them in Tow, and brought them again to the" Ship. Thefe
unfortunate People, who were for the moft Part poor Paflengers,

expeded nothing but Death, and on our Side, we began to de-
fpair of faving them, when Providence raifed this little Storm to
fave them from perifhing at Sea.

My Prefence was more necefTary in the Ship than I had ima-
gined. The Sailors, during the Captain's Abfence, were refolved
to drown in Wine their Sorrow and Cares. In Spite of the Lieu-
tenant, whom they did not much re;fpe6l, and whom many did
not love, they had broke open the Locker that fecured the Stores,
and we found them almoil all dead drunk. And I faw ibme
Symptoms amongft them of Mutiny and Defertion, from which
I judged there v/as every Thing to fear, if it was not remedied
betimes

; and the more, as the Captain, the' liked well enough
by the Sailors, knew not how to make himfelf obeyed by the
inferior 0£icers, the greateft Part of whom were much inclined
to mutiny, and who could not bear his Lieutenant.
To encreafe our Uneafinefs, a Company of Savages followed

Troublefrom the
^^'^ conceived, that if we had

Sa^ao-es.
Violence to fear from them, it would not

. *
be eafy to flum their Importunities, and par-

ticularly, that we ought to guard well whatVe were not wHlino-
to lofe. The moa^diftinguifned called himfelf Don
and fpoke Spanijlj pretty well. He had learnt ftill better the
Sfani/h Gravity and Manners. If he fav/ any one well àïQKeà,

2^ 2
. he
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ïie afked him if he was a Ca^vallero^ and he had begun with tell-

ing us that he was one, and the moft diftinguiflied of his Na-
tion. However, he had not very noble Inclinations ; he longed
for every Thing he faw, and if they had not been denied, he
and his Company had left us nothing but what they could not
carry away. He alked me for my Girdle ; I told him I could
not fpare it ; he conceived that it was only neceffary for my
Caflbck, and alked it of me with great Importunities.

We learnt of him that almoft all the Savages of his Village

Who thefe So-
httn baptized at the Ha<vannah, whither

-vages ^eri ^^^^ "^^^^^ Voyage once a Year. They arc
^

^ forty-five Leagues diitant from it, and they
make this Paflage in little Pettiaugres very flat, in which Peo->

pie would not venture to crofs the Seine at Paris, Don Antoniê
farther informed us that he had a King, who was called Don
DiegOy and that we fhould fee him next Day. He then afked us
what Refolution we intended to take, and offered to conduft us

to St. Augujîin, We let him know that we took his OiFer in
good Part, we treated him and all his Company well, and they
returned well fatisfied to all Appearance.

The Bodies of thefe Savages are redder than any I have yet
feen : We could never learn the Name of their Nation : But
although they did not appear to have the beft Difpofition, they
did not feem to us fo mifchievous, as to be of thofe Calos or Car--

los, fo much decried for their Cruelties, and whofe Country ig

not far from the Martyrs. I do not believe that thefe are Men-
Eaters ; but perhaps they behaved fo well to us only becaufe

we were the ftrongeft. I know not what Quarrel they have had
with the Englijhy but we had great Reafon to believe that they
did not love them. The Vifit of Don Antonio might very well
proceed from no other Motive than to enquire if we were not of
that Nation, or if it would not be too great a Rifque for them to

attack us.

The 1 6th I thought myfelf obliged to go to encourage thofe

T^-ti 1 ' who remained in the Ifland, and to whom
Dzjiurbance m

s^^^^ts kept the Promife they had made
ibe iibip.

^^^^ Evening before. I paffed almoft the

whole Day with them ; and in the Evening, at my Return, I

found all the Ship in an Uproar. The Authors of the Diftur-

bance were inferior Ofiicers, and all the beft Sailors were of
their Side* They wanted to be revenged of the Lieutenant

;

who till then, as they faid, had treated them with great Haughti-
nefs and Severity. The Wine, which they had at Difcretion,

heated their Heads more and more, vand it was fcarce any longer

poffiblç 1^ makç them hear Reafon.

The
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The Captain fhewed on this Occafion a Prudence, a Steadi-

The Steadiner
^ Moderation, which one would not

^ , ^ ^^v^ expedled froin his Age, his Want of
$f the Ujficers.

^
Experience, and his pall Conduft : He knew

how to make himfelf beloved and feared by People, who fcarce

any longer hearkened to any Thing but their Fury and Caprice.

The Lieutenant, on his Part, confounded the moft mutinous
by his Intrepidity ; and having found Means to feparate and
employ them, he carried his Point, and reduced them to Obedi-
ence. They had at laft got from the Bottom of the Hold, the

Boat fo much promifed, and they had carried it to the Tfland. It

was neceffary to fit it up, and to lodge themfelves till it was
ready, and to get out of the Ship Provifions and Ammunition,
to fortify themfelves againft any Surprize of the Savages. The
Captain employed in thefe Works all thofe whom he moft
diftrufted ; and entreated of me to ftay on board, to affift the

Lieutenant in keeping the reft to their Duty.
The 17th, at Day-break, there appeared a Sail two Leagues

ÂV V(\\^h'^
from us. We made Signals of Diftrefs with

, ^ . f our Flap- /'^ J, and fome Time after we ob-

to relie^ve th m Served that he Jay by to wait for us. Imme-
Q ete^-ve em.

diately the Lieutenant took the Canoe, and
went aboard to afk the Captain if he would take us all in. But
it was only a Brigantine of one hundred Tons, which had been
plundered by Pirates, and which for three Days had made many
Efforts to get out of this Bay; where the Currents, the Captain
faid, being ftronger this Year than had ever been known, had
drawn his Brigantine againft ail his Endeavours to the contrary,

though he made the Eaft-North-Eaft. It is true, that we had
this only from our Lieutenant, whom fome fufpefted of invent-

ing this Story, that he might attribute to the Strength and Irre-

fularity of the Currents, the Misfortune in which his Obftinacy
ad engaged us.

However that might be, the Englijh Captain confented to take
in twenty Perfons, if we would fupply him with Provifions and
Water, of which they were in great Want. The Condition
was accepted, and the Captain approached us in Fad, with Inten-
tion to drop an Anchor as near us as poffible ; but a ftrong

Wind from the South rifing on a fudden, he wa? obliged to

purfue his Route, that he might not expofe himfelf to the Dan-
ger of being loft, in endeavouring to fuccour us. The ïçth we
again faw three Ships under Sail. They went to make them the

fame Propofals as to the firft, but they could not perfuade them to

(a} This is done by boifling the Flag to the Top of the Staff, and twiiting

it about it fo that it can't fly abroad.

Z z 2 accept
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accept them. They v/ere alfo EngUJb, who complained of be-
ing plundered by Pirates.

The fame Day, as there was nothing left in the Jdour that we
could carry away, v/e took our iaft Leave of her, with fo much
the more Regret, as that for the four Days which Ihe had been
a-ground, fhe had not taken a Drop of Water ; and we went all

to Land after Sun-fet. We found here fome Tents, which they
had fet up with the Sails of the Ship ; a Guard-Houfe, where
Day and Night they kept a llrid Watch ; and fome Provifions,

well fecured in a Warehdufe, where they alfo kept a Guard.
The îfland in v/hich we were, might be about four Leagues

Defcrittion of
Compafs. There were fome to the Right

theM^rt I/I J ^^^^ different Extents ; and that
y J an ,s,

the Savages had their Cabins, Vv^as the

leallof all, and the nearefc our's. They lived there entirely by
iiihing ; and all this Coaft abounds with Filh, in Proportion as

the Earth is incapable , of fupplying any Necefl'aries for Life.

As to their Drefs, fome Leaves of Trees, or a Piece of Bark,
fuffices them ; they have nothing covered but what Decency
teaches all Men to hide.

The Soil of thefe Illands is a very fine Sand, or rather a Kind
of Lime calcin'd, every where intermixed with a white Coral,

which is eafily reduced to Powder. There are alfo only Bufhes
and Shrubs here, without a lingle Tree. The Shores of the Sea
are covered with tolerably fine Shells ; and they find here fome
Sponges, which feem to be throv^^n up by the Waves of the Sea
in fiormy Weather. They fay, that what keeps the Savages
here, are the Shipwrecks, which are common enough in the

Channel of Bahama^ and of which they alv/ays make their Ad-
vantage. Vy^e do not fee even a fingle Beaft in all thefe Ifîands ;

which feem to be accurfed by God and Man, and where there

would be no Inliabitants, if there were not found fome Men
folely attentive to take Advantage of other's Misfortunes, and
often to put the finifhing Stroke to them.
The 20th Don Diego paid us a Vifit. He is a young Man, of

ViPa from th"
*^ Stature under the middle Size, and of an

_ // jrom je
j^piQQ2iï2iXïCQ bad enough. He was almoll as

^"^Y
'f'' naked as his Subjeds, and the few Clothes he

'^^i^^' had on were not worth picking off a Dung-
hill. He had about his Head a Kind of Fillet, of I know not

v/hat Stoir, and which fome Travellers would certainly have

called 2iDiadem. He had no Attendants, no Mark of Dignity i

nothing, in a Word, to fhew who he was. A young W"oman
pretty well lhaped, and decently drefTed as a Savage, accompa*

xii^à him, and they told us it was the Queen his Spoufe.

9.
We
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We received their - F^r/V/^« Majefties with fome Statelinefs ;

however, we fliowed them fome Marks of Friendfhip, and they

feemed very well fatisfied with us. But we could difcover no-
thing in thefe of thofe Caciques^ whofe Power and Riches are

fo highly extolled by the Hiftorian of Florida. We faid a few-

Words to Don Diego, of the Offer that Don Antonio had made to

us, to carry us to St, Aiigujiiuy and he gave us Room to hope,
that he would do us all the Services that lay in his Power. To
engage him the more in our Intered, I made him a Prefent of
one of my Shirts, and he received it with a great deal of Thank-
fulnefs.

He came again the next Day, wearing my Shirt over his

Author^' of "-his
^^^^^^ hung down to his Heels

; and
^y^j '^^^

he let us know that he was not properly the
l.aci(iue.

Sovereign of his Nation, but that' he held
his Dignity under another Cacique, farther oiF. However, he
is abfolute in his own Village, and had juil: then given a very^

good Proof of it. Don Anto?iio, v/ho appeared to be twice his

V^ge, and who could ealily have beaten two fuch, came to fee

us foon after, and told us that Don Diego had threfhed him
foundly, becaufe he had got drunk in the Adour, where, in all

Likelihood, they had forgotten fome Remains of Brandy.—The
moft confiderable Diiference that appears between the Savages
of Canada and thofe of Florida, is the Dependence which the

^ latter have on their Chiefs, and the Refpeft they Ihew them.
Alfo we fee not in them, as in the Savages of Canada, thofe ele-

vated Sentiments, and that Noblenefs, which Independence pro-

duces, and which is fupplied in civilized States by the Princi-

ples of Religion and Honour, wkicii proceed from Education.

The 22d, Don Diego came to dine with us without Cere-

D Dieo-o ex
^^"7' drell^^d as the Day before. He feemed

r^^h' ^fff^f'
much pleafed with this Drefs, which

cujes 7 yV /'^^
g^^''^ him neverthelefs a very ridiculous

not gluing us
^j^.^^^ ^^^^^ l^.g Look, made

uftin
""-^ ' him exkaiy refemble a Man who goes to

^ * make the Amende honorable (a). Either from
Religion or Antipathy, we could never engage him to eat any
Meat : We had ftill the Remains of a Fifh, which he had
fent us the Day before, he eat fome of this, and drank
Water.

After Dinner, we were willing to talk of Bufinefs ; but he told

us dire6lly, that after having v/ell conûdered of our Propofal, he
could neither give us Don Antonio y nor any of his People, to

(a) That is^ to do Penance in a white Sheet, with a Torch in his Hand.
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condud us to St. 4^gufiin, becaufe on the Route which we were
obliged to take there were fome numerous Nations, with whcwa
Be was at War. I know not whether they did not then repent of
Iiaving foinconfiderately forfaken the Adour^ for after Don D/V^^
left us, they fent the Canoe to her ; but thofe who went in

it to her, told us at their Return, that the Savages had broke
her to Pieces, and that fhe was filling with Water.
The 23d, the Boat was finifhed, and they thought in earneft

^he deliberate
I'^^o^ve what Courfe to take. They had

9n the^Courfe ^^the
Choice of two, and they were divid-

are to take
^ * ^^^^^^ "^txo, for hazarding the PafTage

to the Ha'vannah, the others were for follow-

ing the Coaft to St. Augujiin. The latter Courfe feemed the
fafeft, the former was the Ihorteft. But if this was a prudent
Courfe, we ought to have done it the Day after the Ship-
wreck, or rather have fent the Long-Boat to the Hwvannahy
to have informed the Governor of our Situation, and to have
afeed him to fend us a Brigantine. The Rigging alone of the
Adour^ would have been more than fufficient to have repaid
the Expences he might have been at.

However that might be, the greatell Part of the Ship's Com-
er? J- 'J J pany were of the laft Opinion ; it was im-
fheyaredz^tded.

^^^^^^^ ^^.^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^
r^^^^

were forty ; and they demanded the Boat and the Canoe, and we
wexQ obliged to yield to their Requeft. The Chaplain of the

Adour was of this Number : If it had not been fo, I Ihouîd have
thought myfelf obliged to accompany them ; but it wasnecefïary
to divide the fpiritual Aids, as we did the Provifions. The next

Morning, after Mafs, the Chaplain, who was a Do7mnican Fa-
ther, defired that I would blefs the three Vehicles : I obeyed,
and I baptised the Boat, and called it the St. Saviour. In the

Evening after Prayers, I made a laft Effort to bring all our
People to be of one Opinion : I eafily obtained, that the Day
following they fhould depart together, that they fhould go to

encamp in the Ifland that was farthell from the Land, and that

they fhould determine there according to the Wind.
We departed in Fadlthe zçth about Noon, and we failed to-

j^ether for feveral Leagues ; but towards Sun-fet, we faw the

Boat take the Channel, that they muft crofs to go to the Ha-
«tiannahr without concerning themfelves about the Canoe, w^hofe

'

jProvifions they carried; and which not being able to follow

them, was obliged to join us. We received them kindly, tho*

amongll thofe who were in it, there were fome whom we had Rea-
fon not to be pleafed with. We landed in the Ifland, where we
had agreed all to unite, and where a Company of Savages were
come already, I know not with what Defign. We were upon our

Guard
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€ttard all Night, and we departed very early in the Morn-
ing.

The Weather was charming, and the Sea fine, and our Com-

TheBoat takes P^i^Y t>egan to envy thofe that were in the

^1 n . jr^L -D* Boat, as having taken the better Courfe. Some
the Rotae ofthe DX- u c r^x.- r i

l^^j
began to murmur at it, & our Chiefs thought
it beft to feem willing to fatis fy them : So

they took the Route of the Channel. After two Hours, the
Wind grew ftronger, and they fancied they faw the Appearances
of a Storm ; then they all agreed that it was Ralhnefs.to en-
gage ourfelves in fuch a long Traverfe, in fuch Boats as our's ;

for nothing could be weaker than our Boats, which took Water
every where : But as to go to St, Augufiiuy we muft have gone
all the Way back which we had made hitherto, we unanimoufly
agreed to go towards the Biloxi.

So we made the Weft, but we did not advance much that

Great Currents
"^Qrt obliged to pafs the Night

h^t^veen the Mar-
Boat, which was far from having Room

t rs and the T r"
^^^^§^ ^ ^^7 down. The 27th, we

tic Iflands^
" ^^^^^P^^ Ifland, where we found

fome Cabins forfaken, fonie Paths a great

deal trodden, and the Footfteps of Spanijh Shoes. This is thefirft

of the Turtle IJIands. The Soil is the fame as at the Martyrs. I can^t

conceive what Men can do in fuch a bad Country, and fo diftant

from any human Habitation. We ftill fteered Weft, and we
failed with fuch a Rapidity, that could only proceed from the
Currents.

We went a great Way again the 25th, till Noon. Though
we had little W"lnd, the Iflands feemed to run Poft-hafte

by the Side of us. At Noon we took the Elevation, which
we found twenty-four Degrees fifteen Minutes. If our Sea
Charts were exadl, we were at the Weft End of the Turtk
IJIands, It was hazardous to engage ourfelves in the open Sea,

and if I could have governed, we fliould have left all theie

Iflands on the Left Hand ; but our Officers were afraid they

ihould not find a PafTage between them and the Continent*

They had great Reafon to repent it, for wc were afterwards

two Days without feeing Land, tho' we fteered continually

North and North Eaft.

Then our Sailors began to defpair, and in Reality there needed

The Sailor d ^^^^ a Guft of Wind, feveral of which wa
e ai ors ^-

often met with, to drown us. Even the
•'^ * calm Weather had its Inconveniencies ; they

were obliged to row all Day, and the Heat v/as exceflive. The
Sailors had Reafon enough to be diiTatisfied : The Obftinacy of

two oj thre^ People had expofed us to the Danger in which we
found
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found ourfeîves ; but the Mifchief was done, and required an-
other Remedy, than Murmuring. Since our Departure from
Louifiana, I could not prevail with the greateft Part to come to

the Sacraments, very few had even performed the Duties of Eafter.
I took Advantage of this Occafion to engage every Body to pro-
mife to confefs themfelves, and to communicate as foon as we
fhould come again to Land : The Promife was fcarcely made,
when the Land appeared.

We fleered direâly for it, and we arrived there before Noon.

^he IncoTrveni- J}}^
"^^^ ^^^'^ "^^^^ l^egrees 56

fth' C fl
^i^^^^s Latitude. We had always the main

^ ^ ' Land in Sight, without being able to ap-
proach it, becaufe it was bordered with Illands and Peninfula's,

the greatefl Part of which are low and barren, and between
which there is fcarce a PaiTage for a Canoe of Bark. What we
fufFered the moft from was, that we found no Water in them.

The next Day we were often ftopt by contrary Winds, but we
found Shelter every where, and we got a fmall Matter by Ihoot- -

îng and fifhing. We wanted nothing but Water : I took the Ad-
vantage of this Delay to make every Body keep the Promife
they had made of coming to the Sacrament.

It appears that there are few Savages in all this Country.

Our Prû^i/io s
^"^^ ^'^^^ ^^Y^ came to-

r tû^zjions
yj2ivàs us in a Pettiaugre : We waited for

* them ; but when they had reconnoitred us,

fhey did not dare to approach, and m.ade all the Hafte they

could back to Shore. The loth, we were obliged to retrench

the Allowance of Brandy, which we had hitherto diHributed

every Day to each Man, as there was but little left, which we
judged neceffary to preferve for more prelling Occalions. We
began alfo to be fparing of our Provifions, efpecially the Bif-

tet. Part of which had been fpoiled : So that we were reduced

to great Extremities, having often at a Meal only a Hand-
ful of Rice, which we were obliged to boil in brackilh Wa-
ter.

But this Coafl is the Kingdom of Oyfters, as the great Bank
of Nenjjfound!and, and the Gulf and the River St. Laurence

are that of the Cod-Fifh. All thefe low Lands, which we
coailed as near as pofTihle, are bordered with Trees, to which
there are faftened a prodigious Quantity of little Oyfters, of
an exquifite Taftë : Others, much larger and lefs dainty, are
found in the Sea in fuch Numbers, that they form Banks in it,

which v»^e take at £rll for P.ocks on a Level with the Surface of
the Water. As we did not dare to leave the Shore, Vv^e often
entered into pretty deep Bays, which we were obliged to go

round.
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round, which greatly lengthened our Way ; but as foon as

the main Land difappeared, our Men thought themfelves loft.

The 15th, in the Morning, we met a Spani/h Long-Boat, in

ÏVe meet ^ith
^^^^^ were about fifteen Perfons : They were

S '

rl
^^^^ Crew of a Ship which liad been

had been
^ wrecked about the River St, Martiyu It was

'wrecked
twenty-five Days fince this Misfortune had
happened, and for forty-two Perfons they

had only a little Boat, which they made Ufe of by Turns,
and which obliged them to make very Ihort Journies. This
Meeting was a good Providence in our Favour, for without
the Inftrudion which the Spanijh Captain gave us, we could
never have found the Route which we were to keep ; and
the Uncertainty of what might become of us, might have in-

clined our Mutineers to fome Violence, or to fome defperate

Refolution.

The next Night we were in very great Danger. We all lay

•p. ^ J . in a little Ifland, except three or four Men,
^^^^^ <y ^^^^i vvho guarded the Boat. One of them, after

* having lighted his Pipe, imprudently fet his

Match on the Side of the Boat, exadlly in the Place where the

Arms, the Powder, and the Provifions were kept in a Cheft co-

vered with a Tarpaulin : He fell afleep after this, and while he
flept, the Tarpaulin took Fire. The Flame waked him as well

as his Companions, but in one Minute more the Boat had been
blown up or funk ; and I leave you to judge what would have
become of us, having only a Canoe, which could hold but the

lixth Part of our Company, without Provifions, Ammunition,
or Arms, and on an liland of Sand, in which there grew only

fome wild Herbs.
The next Day, the i6th, the Canoe left us to go to join the

Spaniards, We had the Wind againft us, and we were obliged

to go with the Sounding-Line in Hand, becaufe the Coaft was
fo flat, and fo paved with fharp Flints, that at fix Leagues from
the Shore our Boat, which drew but two Feet Water, was every

Moment in Danger of ftriking and bulging. We were in the

fame Diftrefs the two following Days, and the 20th we en-

camped in an Ifland which makes the Eaft Point of the Bay of
the Apalaches, All Night we faw Fires on the main Land,
which we were near , and we had obferved the fame for fome
Days.
The 21 ft we fet off with a very thick Fog, which being foon

A •

J . q difperfed, we faw fome Buoys, which the

uZn^A^alaTe '^/^^^^'^^^'^ had told us to follow. We follow-
ar j^aacje,

ed them making the North, and we found

that v/ithout this Help it was impoffible to ftiun the Sand-

A a a Banks,
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Banks, of which this Coaft is full, and which for the moll Part

are covered with Oyllers, About ten o'Clock we perceived a

fquare Fort of Stone, with pretty regular Battions ; we imme-
diately hoifted the white Flag, and a Moment after they called

out to us in French not to come any nearer.

We ftopt, and in a Moment we faw a Pettiaugre coming to-

wards us, with three Men in it. One of the three was a Bif-

cayneer : He had been a Gunner in Louijtana, and he was in the

fame Employment at St, Mark, After the common Queilions,

the Bifcayneer was of Opinion, that only the Captain of the

Adour and I ftiould go to fpeak with the Commandant, which
we accordingly did. This Commandant was only a Deputy,
and a Man of Senfe : He made no Difficulty to let our Boat
come up to the Fort, and he invited our Officers and the prin-

cipal Paffengers to Dinner ; but it was after our Boat had
been vifited, and all the Arms and Ammunition taken out,

and carried to his own Magazine, with a Promife to reflore

them when we Ihould depart.

This Poll, which M. Delille has fet down in his Chart under

T\ r ' ^ 1 the Name of 5*/. M^2r/> ^'^W^f^^, was always
De/cnptzonofthe

^^jj^^ ^^^^^^ Spaniards had for-

merly a confiderable Settlement here, but

which was reduced to be of little Confequence, when in 1704
it was entirely deftroyed by the Englijh of Carolina^ accompa-
nied by a great Number of the Savages called Alihamons, The
Spanijh Garrifon, which confined of thirty-tv/o Men, was made
Prifoners of War; but the Savages burnt 17 of them, among
whom were three Francifcan Friars ; and of feven Thoufand
Apalachesy who were in this Canton, and v/ho had almoft all em-
braced Chrijiianity^ there remained at St, Mark but four hundred,

who withdrew towards the I^aubile, where the greatefl Part of
them are at prefent.

The Foreâs and Meadows near the Fort are full of wild Cattle

and Horfes, which the Spaniards let run here, and as they want
them, they fend fome Savages, who take them with Snares.

Thefe Savages are alfo Apalaches^ who probably went away
when the Englijh took this Place, and who returned after they

were retired. For the reft, this Bay is exaélly what Garctlajfo

de la Vega, in his Hiftory of Florida, calls the Port of Ante, The
Fort is built on a little Eminence, furrounded by Marfhes, and
a little below the Confluence of two Rivers, one of which comes
from the North Eaft, and the other from the North Weft. They
are but fmall, and full of Caimans, and notwithftanding pretty

well ftored with Filh*

Two
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Two Leagues higher, on the River of the North Weft, there

Of the A ala
^ Village of Apalaches ; and in the Lands

ches
^ ~ to the Weft, at a League and half from the

Fort, there is a fécond. This Nation for-

merly very numerous, and which, divided into feveral Cantons,
poflelTed a very large Country, is at prefent reduced to be very
inconfiderable. It embraced Chriftianity long ago, yet the

Spaniards do not truft them, and they do right : For befides

that thefe Chriftians^ being deftitute of aU fpiritual Aids for a
great Number of Years, are no longer fuch but in Name, their

Conquerors treated them at firft with fo much Severity, that they
ought always to look upon them as Enemies not well recon-

ciled. It is difficult to make good Chrijiians of People, to

whom their firft Treatment rendered Chrijiia^iity odious.

They told us at St, Mark, that a Refolution was taken to

re-eftablilh this Poft in its firft State, and that they expedted here

five thoufand Families : This is much more than the Spaniards

of Florida can raife.——The Country is fine, well wooded, well

watered, and they fay that the farther you advance into the

Country, the more fruitful it grows. They confirmed to us at

this Fort, what the Spa?iiards whom we met had told us al-

ready, that the Savages of the Martyrs, and their King Don Diego,

were a bad Sort of People, and that if we had not kept a good
Guard, they would have done us fome Injury. They told

us farther, that a Spanijh Brigantine being lately wrecked
near the Place were we met four Savages in a Pettiaugre,

all the Crew had been empaled, and eaten by thefe Barba-

rians.

St, Mark is dependent on St Auguftin for Military and Civil

Affairs, and on the Ha^annah in Spirituals. Notwithftanding,

it is the Convent of the Cordeliers of St. Auguftin that fends a

Chaplain hither : I found one here, who was a ver/amiable Per-

fon, and who did us a very great Service. He informed us, that

the Commandant of St, Mark wanted to detain us till he had
given Advice of our Arrival to the Governor of St, Auguftin^

and had received his Orders. I defired him to alk this Officer

if he was in a Condition to fupport us all the Time that we
Ihould be here, iince what Provifions we had left, were fcarce

fufficient to carry us to Louijiana,

He acquitte,d himfelf very well of his Commiftion, and his-

Difcourfe, accompanied with fome Prefents, which he hinted

to us that we ought to make the Governor, had all the Ef-
fed: which we expeéled from it. ' This Officer granted us,

with a very good Grace, fome Guides, which we defired

ef him for St. Jojeph^ which is thirty Leagues from St,

A a a 2 * Mark ;
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Mark ; and the Way, as we had been informed^ not eafy to
find.

This obliged us to flay the next Day, and I was not forry for
it, for befides being pretty well lodged in the Fort with the
Cordelier (a Diilindion that was paid to me, and which I owed
to my Habit) I was glad to take a fhort Survey of the Environs
of the Fort. They go by Land from Si, Mark to 6'/. Augufiin ;

the Journey is eighty Leagues, and the Way very bad.

We departed the 22d in the Morning, and the 25th, about
TA r- ten o'clock, our Guides made us undertake
L/Bparturc froTn n-i r c .y t . ,

•

St Mark ^ Iraverieor three Leagues, to enter into

a Kind of Channel, formed on one Side by
the Continent, and on the other by a String of Iflands, of various
Extents. Without our Guides, v/e Ihould never have dared to en-

gage ourfeives among them, and we Ihould have mifled the Bay of
St, Jofeph* We were now almoft deltititte of Frovifions, and the

Difficulty of finding Water encreafed every Day. One Evening
that we had dug at ten Paces from the Sea, on a pretty high
Ground, and got none but brackifh Water, wjbich was impoffibie

to drink, I thought of making a fhallow Hole clofe to the Sea
Side, and in the Sand : It immediately filled with Water that

was tolerably frefh, and as clear as if it had been taken from
the fineft Spring; but after Ï had filled a VefTel, it flowed no
more, which made me judge that is was Rain Water, gathered

in this Place, meeting with a hard Bottom, and I judge that

this may often happen.
As foon as we had got a-head of the Iflands, we failed till

i:'ides at Penfa
o'Clock at Night. Then the Wind fell,

^^j^
" but the Tide, which began to ebb, fupplied

the Want of it, and we went forward all

Night. This is the firfl Time that I obferved any regular

Tides in the Gulf of Mexico^ and the two Spaniards told us, that

from this Place to Penfaccle the Flux is twelve Hours, and the

Refiux as much. Next Day, the 26th, a contrary Wind kept

us till Night, in an Ifiand pretty well wooded, which is ten or

twelve Leagues long, and where we killed as many Larks and

Woodcocks as we pleafed. We fav/ alfo here a great Number
of Rattle-Snakes. Our Guides called it the 7/7/? des Chiens (of

Dogs)y and from the Beginning of it, they reckoned ten Leagues

to St, Mark, and fifteen to St. Jofeph\ but they were certainly

miftaken in the lafl Article, for it is at leaft twenty Leagues, and

very long ones.

The 27th, at eleven o'Clock at Night, we ran upon a,Bank

of Oyflers as large as the Crown of my Hat, and we were

above an Hour in getting off again. We went from thence to

pafs the Night in a Country Houfe, belonging to a Captain of
^ the



Travels in North America, 365
the Garrlfon of St. ^o/eph, named Dioniz^ and at our Arrival

they told us very Urange News.
They aflured us that ail Louijlana was evacuated by the

V ir Âl French ; that a large French Ship came to
If alje Alarm.

^^^.^ jj^^^^^ embarked there the

Commandant, the Diredlor, and all the Officers ; that after their

Departure, the Savages had killed all the Inhabitants and Sol-

diers that v/ere left, except a fmall Number vv^ho had faved them-
felves in two Sloops ; that being in Want of Proviiions, they

were gone to the Bay of St. Jofeph ; that thofe who arrived iirâ

were well received, but that they would not permit the others

to land, for Fear left fo many French being together, they fhould

be tempted to make themfelves Mafters of this Pofe, which we
formerly pofTeffed.

All this Story had fo little Probability, that I could not pof-

fibly believe it ; but it was told with fo many Circumftances, and
coming from People who had fo little Intereil to impofe upon us,

and who being but at feven Leagues from St, Jofeph^ might have
News from thence every Day, that it feemed hard to think it

fhould be without any Foundation. The greateft Part of our
People were flruck with it ; and I found in myfelf that thefc

general Conilernations are communicated to the Heart, in Spite of ^

our Underilanding, and that it is as impoffible not to feel fome
Fear in the midfl of People who are feised with it, as not to be
afflided with thofe that weep. I did not in the leafl believe

what they had juà told us, and yet I could not beeafy.

In the mean Time our Company, in Spite of their Defpair,

finding Plenty of Provifions, and the Servants of the Sieur

Dioniz. very obliging, feafled all the refl of the Night. In the
Morning our Guides took Leave of us, according to their Orders.

We had no further Need of them ; for beHdes that we could not
liiifs our Way to St, Jofephy we met with at the Houfe of M.
Dioniz 2L Frenchman, a Soldier in his Company, and an old Defer-
ter from Mauhile, who was heartily -tired of the Spanijh Service,

among whom he was often almofl flarved, as he faid, though they
paid him well: So we eafily engaged him to go with us to

St. Jofeph, and from thence to Loiiifiana, fuppoling he could get
his Difcharge.

We arrived about Five in the Afternoon at St. Jofeph, where

Arri'val at St
were perfectly well received by the Go-

îofeph
' vernor. We found there two great Boats

" * of the Biloxz, with four French Officers, who
were come to reclaim fome Deferters, but they did not find

them here. We had feen them the 24th, being Whit-Su7iday^ in a
Bark that was tîtider Sail, and which paiTed pretty near us. It

is very probab^|p that they had touched at St. Jofeph ; and to

give
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give a Colour to their Defertion, they had given out what the
Night before had To greatly alarmed us. Two Cordeliers, who
ferved the Chapel of the Fort, having heard of my Arrival,

came to offer me a Bed in their Houfe, which I accepted very
thankfully.

For the reft, I do not think there is a Place in the World

7) r 'J..- f
where one might lefs expedt to meet with

St Tofe h
Men, and efpecially Europeans, than at St»

* ^ * Jojeph. By the Situation of this Bay, its

Shores, its Soil, and all that Environs it, nothing can make one
conceive the Reafons of fach a Choice. A flat Coafl, open to

the Wind, a barren Sand, a poor Country ; and which can have
no Manner of Commerce, nor even ferve for Magazines : To
fuch a Fitch have the Spaniards carried their Jealoufy of our

Settlem.ents in Louijtana, We had been guilty of the Folly be-

fore them, but it was only for a Ihort Time. There is Reafon to

think that they alfo will correél it foon ; and that when we have
reftored Penfaccle to them, they will tranfport thither every Thing
they have at St. Jo/eph,

The Fort is not iituated in the Bay, but on the Turn of a

bending Point, and which enclofes an Ifland. This Fort is only

built of Earth, but well enclofed with Palifadoes, and well de-

fended by Guns. It has a pretty numerous Garrifon, an Etat

Major compleat, and almoft all the Officers have their Families

with them. Their Houfes are neat and convenient, and tole-

rably furnifhed, but every where in the Streets we fink up to the

Ancles in Sand. The Ladies never go out but to Church, and
always with a Pomp and Gravity, which is to be feen no where
but among the Spajiiards,

The Day after our Arrival, which was the 29th, there was a
great Dinner at the Serjeant Major's. This Officer had been in

Louijïana, and been highly treated there. He was overjoyed to find

this Occailonto make us a Return. He had efpecially made a par^

licular Friendfhip in his Journey to Louijtana v^ïÙxM , Hubert , who
was then the principal Commifiary there, and who v/^s amongfl:

us. He heard that a Daughter of his Friend, three rears: old,

who v/as going to France v/ith her Father, had only been fprink-

Icd : Fïe defired they would complete the Ceremonies of hér

Baptifm at St. Jofeph, and he would be her Godfather. This
was performed with great Pomp, and £ring of the Guns. The
Godmother v/as a Niece of the Governor's, v/ho at Night gave
a m.agniiicent Supper ; and by an Excefs of Folitenefs, feldom

found among the Spaniards, he would have the Company of the'

Ladies. He comxpleated all thefe Civilities, by furnifhing us

with Plenty of Froviiions to continue our Route, though he had
Mot yet received the Convoy that was to bring him Provifions

froiB
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from the Ea^annahy and for this Reafon he had refufed fome to

the Oilicers of Biloxi ; but our NecelTity had touched him ex-

tremely.

We departed the 30th with the two Boats, and the Fort faluted

us with five Guns. We made feven Leagues
Departure from

^.^^t Day, and we anchored at the Entrance
St. Joieph. ^£ ^ River, which comes out of a Bay open

to the South Eaft. At Eleven at Night, the Windcoming fair, we
took Advantage of it, and we fteered Well North Wefc, All the

Coafl was upon the famePointof the Compafs for twenty Leagues-,

quite tothe Ifland of ^t, Rofe\ and we do not find a fingle Place

to get Shelter from a Gull of Wind that Ihouid come from the

open Sea.

The 3 ill, at Four in the Afternoon, we had made twenty

Leagues, and we anchored behind an Ifland which fhuts up the

great Bay of ^t, jRo/^, the Entrance of which is dangerous when
the Sea runs high. Had we been a Moment later, we fliould

have been greatly embarrafTed, for the Wind turned all at once

from the North Eaft to the South Weft ; and the Waves ran f<s

high the fame Inftant, that it would have been im.poffible for us

to have paiTed.

The i^ oî Jîiney about Two or Three in the Morning, the

^, , ; Tide beginning to flow, we re-embarked;
Channel and

having gone a fmall League, we entered
Ijland of St.^o(^.

into the Channel of Su which is four-

teen Leagues long. It is formed by the Ifland of St. Rofe^

. which has this Length, but is very narrow ; which appears all

covered with Sand, and which neverthelefs is not ill wooded.
The Continent is very high, and bears Trees of all Kinds.
The Soil is almoftas fandy as at St. Mark ; but if they dig ever

fo little, they find Water. The Wood here is very

hard, but fubjed to rot foon. All this Coall fwarms with wild
Fowl, and the Sea with Fiih. This Channel is narrow at its

Entrance ; afterwards it widens, and continues the Breadth of
half a League to the Bay of Fenfacole, The Current is flrong

here, and was in our Favour.

About Eleven o' Clock we doubled the Point aux Chevreuils ^.

(of Roe-Bucks) ; at the Turn of which the Bay begins. We
turn to the North, then to the North Eaft. The Fort is a fmall

League farther, and we difcover it from the Point aux Che^vreuils..

We arrived there at Noon, and were foprifed to fee it in flich a
bad State. It appears plain that they do not expeélto continue in

it. The Sieur Carpeau de Mcntigniy who commands here, was gone
to Biloxiy and we found here only fome Soldiers. The Spa^
nijh Fort, which was taken two Years ago by the Count de Champ-
meliriy v/as behind, and there rem.ains nothing in it but a very fine

Ciflern ; the building of w^hich coft, as they fay, fourteen thou-

9 f^nd
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fand Pieces of Eight. They have been both built in an Ifland

which joins almoft to the main Land, which is not thirty Yards

long, and the Soil of which does not appear to be extraordinary.

The Bay of Penfacole would be a pretty good Port, if the

r» r -J..' ^ Worms did not deilroy the Ships, and if its
D^mption of E^^rance had a little more Water ; but the

Hercules, which carried M. Cha7npmelin,. ran

a-ground here. This Entrance is direélly between the Weft End
of the Ifland St. Rofe, where the Spaniards had alfo built a little

Fort, and a Bank of Sand. It is fo narrow, that only one Ship

canpafs at a Time : Its Opening is North and South. On the

other Side of the Sand Bank there is another Pafs, where there

is Water only for Barks, and which is open to the South Weft.

It is alfo very narrow. The Moorings for Ships, in the Bay of

Penfacoky is along the Ifland St, Rofe^ where the Anchorage is

fafe.

We departed from Penfacole at Midnight, and about Four in

Arrival at Bi«
Morning we left Rio de los Perdidos on the

j^^j
* Right. This River was fo called, becaufe a

Spa?iijh Ship was wrecked here,- and all the

Crew loft. Dauphin If.and is five Leagues farther on the

Left, and is five Leagues long, but very narrow. There is at

leaft one half of this Ifland without a Tree upon it, and the reft

is not much better. The Fort, and the only Habitation that re-

mains here, are in the Weft Part. Between this Ifland and the

Ifle a Come, which is a League diftant, there is little Water, At .

the End of this, there is another very fmall Ifland, which they
call the Round Ifland, on Account of its Shape. We paflTed the

Night here.

Over-againft the Bay of the Pafcagoulasy where Madam de Chan-
mont has a Grant, which is not likely to pay her Expences foon,

a River of the fame Name, and which comes from the North,
runs into this Bay. The next Day, about Ten o'Clock, one of
our Seamen died of a Quinfey. This is the only Man we loft

in our painful and dangerous Expedition. An Hour after, v/e

anchored at Biloxiy where they were ftrangely furprifed to fee
us. Iwent immediately to fay Mafs, to return Thanks to God for
having fupported us in the midft of fo many Fatigues, and for
delivering us from fo many Dangers.

Tam, Sec,
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