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P REE'F & CiB

HE following LETTER was, read
on the 23d inftant at a General
Court of Proprietors. The gentlemen
who were prefent wifhed it might be
publifhed ; to which there can be no ob-

IBRARY SEFS

&ion, becaufe a copy if it lies at the

L
[
o

India-Houfe for every body to perufe.
For the better underftanding the Letter,
it has been thought proper to print, from

10 194(

the Reports of the Scle¢t Committee,

-

< fuch parts of the Company’s General
Letter as are alluded to by Mr, Haftings. -

London,
September 27, 1783.
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EXTRAGCTS

GeNErAL LETTER to BENGAL,

Dated the 28th of Auguft, 1782.
e — T R e

FEALLHK OUR proceedings, refpeting’
ﬂ*?’ﬁw&: Mr. Francis Fowke, are really’
Y {urprifing to ws. Mr. Fowke’s
k%%mﬁf firft appointment, to be Refident

at Benaris, was in Auguft, 1775.

He was recalled from thence in Auvguft, 1776,
and Mr. Graham appoinfed to fucceed him. —
Our

o
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Our orders, however of the 30th of January,
1778, were’ pofitive for his reftoration; but
they were rendered ineffectual-by your refolu-
tion, in July, 1478, to fufpend the execution
of them. In May, 1779, we repeated the or-
ders refpe&ting’ Mr. Fowke; and, in confe-
quence thereof, Mr. Fowke was again appointed
to proceed to Benaris. But judge of our afto-
nithment, to find that, in Janvary, 1781, in
contempt of our authority, Mr. Fowke was
once more removed from his ftation at Benaris,
So far from a charge having been brought a-
gainft him, on which ground alene his removal
could be juftified, we find his condué appraved
and his charaéter efteemed ; and, in lieu of the
ftation from which he isthus removed, another po-
fitive order of the Company was broken through,
by his being appointed agent for the provifion of
boats to be employed for the military fervice of
your eftablithment, with a commiffion of 15 per
cent. upon his difburfements, and an allowance
given him of rupees, 1000 per month, until the
expiration of the then-fubfifting contract.

Without



( (a2 )

Without  pretending to difapprove of the
conduét of Mr. Markham, . who was ap-
pointed to fucceed Mr. Fowke at Benaris,
but merely to vindicate the authority of the
Court of Direttors, we hercby direct, _ihat -Mr.
Fowke do immediately refume his ftation at Be-
naris. As to the boat-agency, that_ appoint-
ment muflt be immediately annulled, and the
bufinefs performed by contra&, in the manner
repeatedly laid down for your guidance.

Equally extraordinary and unwarrantable
have been your proceedings refpecting Mr,Joha
Briftow. - He was appointed Relident at Owde,
in December, 1774.  In December, 1776, he
was recalied, without the fhadow of a charge
being exhibited againft him. . By our letter, of
the 4th of July, 1777, we fignified our difap-
probation of the proceedings againft Mr. Brif-
tow, and dire&ed that he fhould be reftored to
his Ration, which direction we confirmed by
our fubfequent letter of the 23d of December,,

1787,
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1778. -Mr. Briftow arrived in India in Febru-
ary, 17805 and, in October in the fame year,
iwas refolved, by your Board, that Mr. Brif-
tow fhould Treturn' to Owde, but that his ap-
pointment fhould 'be limiced folely to the con-
du of palidical negotiations, Mr. Middleton
being, ‘at the fameé time, “nominated fo fettle
pecuniary matters with the Vizier. Onthe 21ft
of May, 178, upon receiving 4 letter from
the Vizier, exptefling a dcfire that Mr. Briftow
fhould be removed from his court, he was a-
gaio recalled. ~“But," without entering “into the
confideration of this matter, and in order to
vindicate our authofity, — "We'do hereby pofi-
tively direét, that Mr. Briftow do forthwith
proceed to Owde, in the ftation of‘our Refident
“there.  We do 'not ‘mean in the leaft to reflett
on the character ‘and ability of ‘Mr. Middleton,
who muft beimmediately recalied.from thence ;
buticis a'duty incumbention us thus to 'main-
tain the réfpect due to the ordersof the .Court
of DireGtors. You drelikewife to obferve, that
we thall not fuffer any other perfon to proceed to
Owde for the management of ‘the finance; one
perfon being, ‘in our opinion, fufficient to
tran(2€t our- bufinefs there, ‘as principal in'both

: ,., departments ;
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departments 3. and we expeft our orders, re-
fpeQing the fucceflion to that Refidency, to be
fully complied with,

The. proceedings of your government, res
fpecting Rajah Cheit Sing, have been, for fome
time, under our ferious confideration. Our en-
quiry commenced with the death of Sujah
Dowlah, in1775; when the Governor-general
and Council concluded a treaty with his fuccef-
for, by which the Zemeendarry of Benaris,
with its dependencies, was furrendered, in pers
petuity, to the Company.

Previous to the conclufion of the befores
mentioned treaty, we find that, onthe 13th of
February, 1475, the Governor-general pro-
pofed, that each member of the Board fhould
deliver in his fentiments of the conditions to bz
required or acceded to for the new treaty. This
was accordingly done; and, on the opinions
then delivered, the Governor-general propofed,
that the perpetual and independent poffeffion of

e the
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the Zemeendarry of Benaris, and its dependen-
cies, be confirmed and guaranteed to Rajah
Cheit Sing and his heirs for ever; fubjeét only
to the annual payment of the revenue hitherto
paid to the late Vizier, amounting to Benaris
Sicca rupees 23,71,656 123 that no other de-
mand be made upon him, either by the Nabob
of Owde or yout government ; nor any kind of
authority or jurifdi®ion exercifed by either
within the dominions affigned him. The Go-
vernor-general’s obfervations on this propofition
are as follow : ¢ The Rajah of Benaris, from
< the fituation of his country,which is a frontier
« hoth to the provinces of Owde and Bahar,
«¢ may be made a ferviceable ally to the Com-
¢ pany, whenever their affairs fhall require it.
« He has always been confidered in this light,
¢ both by the Company and the fucceflive
< members of the late Council 5 but, to enfure
¢ his attachment to the Company, his intereft
¢ muft be conneéted with it, which cannot be
¢ better effeted than by freeing him totally
«¢ from the remains of his prefent vaflalage un-
¢ der the guarantee and protection of the Com-
< pany, and, at the fame time, guarding him
¢ againft any apprehenfions from this govern-

¢ ment,

-

-

~



( 1)

« ment, by thus pledging its faith that no
¢¢ encroachments fhall be made on his rights by
¢ the Conipany.”

On the 3d of March, the Board refume the
confideration of the bufinefs, and the Governor-
general propofes the following queftions =
 Whether it fhall be made a condition of the
¢ new treaty, that Rajah Cheit Sing fhall exer-
“ cife a free and independent authority in his
¢¢ own dominions, fubject only to the payment
<« of his tribute 2

This queftion was refolved in the affirma-
tive.

Every preliminary being fettled with the Vi-
zier, and the treaty executed, the Governor-
general, on the 12th of June, 1775, laid be-
fore the Board a minute, with obfervations,
refpe@ing the arrangements to be made with Ra-
jah Cheit Sing, in which he declares his readi-
nefs to acquiefce in any plan which may be pro-
pofed; on terms by which more effectual provi-
fion may be made for the intereft of the Coma

. Vi) pany,
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pany, without an encroachment on the Juﬂ;
rights of the Rajah ot the engagements actu-
ally fubfiting with him. He propofes, that
Cheit Sing fhall pay to the Company, in equal
monthly payments, the yearly revenue of
22,48,449 Sonaut rupees ; that he fhall bé em-
powered toexercife 4 complete and uncontrouled
‘authority over his Zemeendarry, under the ac<
knowledged fovereignty of the Company 3 that
he fhall maintain, in conftant pay, a body’ of
2000 horfe, for the fervice of the Company,
whenever they fhall be required; and thar,
while the Rajah fhall coatinue faithful to thefe
engagements and punétual in his payments,
and fhall pay due obedience to the authority of
your government, -no more demands thall be
made upon him, by the Company, of any kind;
nor, on any pretence whatfoever, fhall any per-
fons be allowed to intetfere with' his authority;
or to difturb the péace of his country.’ At the
conclufion of this Minute, the Governor-general
obferves, ¢ That voluntary reftraint, made by
“ the government on its own actions,- will af-
« ford the Rajah‘the greateft ‘confidence ;- anid
« naturally infpire him with fentiments of fide-
# lity and attachmien:, both from the pri'nciplcs'

§:20f
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« of gratitude and felf-intereft. Without fome
s fuch appearance, he will expe&, with every
¢ _change of government, additional demands
¢ to be made upon him ; ' and will, of courfe,
defcend to all the arts of intrigue and con-
 cealmeént pra&ifed by other dependent Rajahs,
which willkeep hith indigent and weak, and
¢ eventually prove hurtful to the Company.
<< By proper encouragement and protection, he
% may prove a profitable dependent, an uleful
“ barricr, and even a powerful ally, ¢ the
¢ Company; but he will be neither, if the
conditions of “his-commeétion with the Com-
¢ pany,, are lefr open to future variations.” —
On the 5th of July, the Board agree with: the
Governar-general, exeept in the article to. ob/ige
Rajab Cheit Sing to keep up a body of 2000
horfe. They refolved, indeed, to recommend
the fame to him 5 but declare there fhall be no
obligation on him to do it; the Governor-gene-
ral at the fame time obferving, that it was far
from his intention to propofe this or any other
article to be impofed on the Rajah by compul-
fion,

"~
~

"
«~

We
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We are much furprifed at the conduét of the
Governor-general towards the Rajah on his ar-
rival at Benaris, when we obferve that, by the
inftru&ions he received for his guidance, pre-
vious to his departure from Calcutta, the ar-
rangements he was to make with Cheit Sing
awere to be confonant to the mutual relation and ac- .
tual engagements [ubfifiing between the Company and
bim.

The imprifonment of his perfon in the midft
of his country, which, for time immemorial,
has been the refidence of the moft refpectable
perfons of Hindoflan, thereby difgracing him
in the eyes of his fubjeéts and others, was un-
warrantable and highly impolitic, and may
tend to weaken the confidence which the native
princes of India ought to have in the juftice
and moderation of the Company’s govern-
ment,

'

The



The refolutions of the Court of Dire&ors,
on your proceedings relative to Cheit Sing, are

as follow :

¢ That it appears to this Court, that, on'the

(1

<t death of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty
« was made by his fucceflor, by which
¢ the Zemeendarry of Benaris, and its
¢ dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to
¢ the Company.
That it appears to this Court, that Rajah
¢ Cheit Sing was confirmed, by the Go-
“ vernor-general and Council of Bengal,
¢ in the management of the faid Zemeen-
« darry, ((ubjeét to the fovereignty of
¢ the Company,) on his paying a certain
¢ tribute to the Company, which was
¢ fertled at Sicca rupees 22,66,180; and
¢t that the Bengal government pledged it-
felf that the free and uncontrouled pof-
feffion of the Zemeendarry of Benaris and
its dependencies fhould be confirmed and
guaranteed to the Rajah, and hisheirs, for
ever, fubje@ to fuch tribute ; and that no
¢ other demand fhould be made upon
¢ him,

"~

-

~
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€ him, nor any kind of authority orjuxfif-‘
¢ diction exercifed within the dominions
¢ affigned him, fo long as he adhered to
¢¢ the terms of his engagements,

That it appears to this Court, that the
¢« Governor-general and Council did, on
« the sth of July, 1775, recommend to
¢ Rajah Cheit Sing to keep up abody of
¢ 5000 horfe; but at the fame time de-
< clared, there thould be no obligation on
¢ him to do it.
That it appears to this Court, that Rajah
¢¢ Cheit Sing performed his engagements
¢ with the Company, in the regular pay=
« ment of his tribute of Sicca rupees
¢ 22,64,180.
That it appears to this Court, that the
< conduét of the Governor-general to-
¢ wards the Rajah, whilft he was at Be-
< naris, was improper; and ithat the im«
¢ prifonment of his perfon, thereby dif-
¢ oracing him in the eyes of his fubjelts
¢ and others, was uowarrantable ' and
¢ highly impolitic, 'and may tend to
<« weaken the confidence whicli the native
t¢ princes of India ought'to have in the
¢ juftice

"

-
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< Jjuftice and moderation of the Compa-
¢ ny’s government.”

Such farther refolutions, as we may think
proper to come to on this very important fub-
je&, will be communicated to you by a future
conveyance; but we cannot avoid remarking,
that, by the Governor-general’s laft Narrative,
the real object of his journey to Benaris was to
exaét from Cheit Sing 40 or 50 lacks of rupees,
or to remove him from his Zemeendarry, as ap-
pears by a confidential converfation, which paf-
fed between the Governor- general and M.
‘Wheler (as ﬁatcd in the Narrative; previous to
the Governor-general’s departure,

N. B. The l.ettcr, from which the foregoing
extralts were taken, was figned by the two
Chairs and eleven Directors.
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T0 THE HONOURABLE

COURT of DIRECTORS

OF THE HONOURABLE

United EAST-INDIA COMPANY;

ForT-WiLL1AM, 20th March; 1783

anouraBle Sirs;

N yout letter to the Goverror-gederal and

_Council, dated the 28th of Auguft, 1783, you
have been pleafed to enter into a large difcuffion
of ry procéedings at Benaris, and to apprife
the Board of certain refolutions, comprehend-
ing your judgement upon them; - Thefe tefolu=
tions, as the immediate caufe and fubje& of my
prefent adcjrefs, I fhall, ‘to avoid the perplexity
of frequent and remote reference, hereto fub-
join:

C2 ¢¢ That



¢ by

¢ That it appears to this Court, that, on

< the death of Svjah Dowlah, 1775, a
¢ treaty was made with his fucceffor, by

, ¢ which the Zemeendarry of Benaris, with

~

i €

« jts depéndencies, was ceded in perpe-
¢ tuiry to the Eaft-India Company.

That it appears to this Court, that Rajah
¢« Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Go-
<¢ vernor-general and the Council of Ben-
¢ gal in the management.of the faid Ze-
« mindarry, (fubject to the fovereignty of
the Company,) ‘on his payinga certain
tribute, which was feitled at Sicca ru-
« pees 22,66,180; and that the Bengal
« Government pledged itfelf, that the free
<¢ and uncontrouled poﬁ'cmon of the Ze-
¢ mindarry:of Benaris; and xtsdepcnden-
cies, ﬂlou]d be confirmed and guaran-
tegd to the Rajah and his heirs for» ever,
fubjet to fuch tribute ; and that no o-
ther demand fhould .be made upon him,
¢ nor any kind of authority orjurifdi&ion

~

-~

-

[

<

-

<

«~

-

4

. % -exercifed within the domlmons afli gned

¢ him, fo longas. he adhered to the terms
< of his engagements.

¢ That
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- ¢ That it appears to -this Court, that the
¢« Governor-general and Council did, on
<. the 5th of July, 1775, recommend to
«s Rajah, Cheyzt Sing to keep up a body of

£ £¢ 2000 horfc, but at. the fame time de-
« clared there ihould beno obligation on

¢ him to.do it .

That it appears to this Court, that Rajah
¢¢ Cheyt Sing performed his engagements
¢ with the Company, in_the regular pay-
¢« menpt_of his tribute of Sicca rupces
¢ 22,66,180,

¢ That it appears .to thls Court, that the

-« conduét of the Governor-creneral to-
¢« wards .the Rajah whillt he was at Be-
¢ naris was improper, and that the im-
s prifonment of his perfon, thereby difs
“ graciog him in the eyes of his fubjects
¢ and others, was unwarrantable and high-

-

¢

<

.

ly impolitic, and may tend to weaken
¢ the confidence which the native princes
« of India ought to have in the juftice
¢ and moderation of the Company’s go~
¢ vernment.” :

I underftand that thefe refolutions were eicher
publifhed or intended for publication. As they
have proceeded from an authority fo refpe@-
ablfg
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able, every reader of thein will naturally znd
without hefitation believe, that the faéls, on
which they neceffarily and indifpenfably depend;
have been fully eftablithed. And who are
the readers ? not the proprietors alone, whofe
intereft is im/mcdiately concerned ‘in thcrx{, and
whofe approbation I am impelled, by every
motive of pride and gratitude, to folicit; but
the whole body of the people of England;
whofe paffions have been excited on the gene-
ral fubjet of the conduét of their fervants id
India; and before them I am arraigned and pre-
judged of aviolation of the naticnal faith in
alts of fuch complicatéd aggravation, fhat, if
they were true, na punifhment, fhort of death;
could atone forthe injury which the intereft
and credit of the publi¢ had fultained in them:
I hope, therefore, I fhall not be thought to
give unneceffary trouble in calling your atten«
tion to a fubje not wholly perfonal, nor to
fail in the refpe&, in which T have never yet
failed, to your Honourable Court, in the modé
of my vindication, which will not -admiit of the
common delicacies of expreffion ; for I cannot
admic fa&s, however affirmed, which I know
to have no exiftence, and by which my charac-
teét
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ter has been blafted ; nor will a fimple denial
or refutation of them be fuffitient againft fuch
a charge, if I can at the fame ‘time appeal to
your own knowledge, proved. by the evidence
of your own arguments, and to what your Ho-
nourable Court poflefles of candour for my firlt
juflification and acquittal.

The falts affirmed, or exprefled in terms
equal to affirmation, in your refolutions, are as
follow : ——

I. That the Bengal Government pledged it-
felf, that the free and uncontrouled poficflion
of the Zemindarry of Benaris, and its depen-
dencies, fhould be confirmed and guaranteed tp
the Rajah and his heirs for ever.

11, That it pledged itfelf that no other de-
mand fhould be made upon him, nor any kind
ofauthority or jurifdiction exercifed wichin his
dominions afligned him, fo long as he adhered
to the terms of his engagements.

1II. That the Governor-general required
him to keep up a body of 2qco horfe, contrary
to the declaration made to him by the Governor-

_general and Council on the 5th of July, 1775,
- that
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that there fhould be no obligation on him to
do it.

IV. That Rajah Cheyt Sing - was bound by
no other engagements to the Company than for
the payment of his tribute of Sicca rupees
22,66,180,

V. That Rajah Cheyt Smg was a hative
prince of India.

The judgement paffed on' my condudt,
as deducible from thefe fals, is, that'it was
¢« improper, unwarrantable, and highly impo-
< litic, and may tend to weaken the<conﬁ-
¢ dence which the native princes of India
< ought to have in the juftice and moderation
¢ of the Company’s Government.” " Here 1
muft crave leave to fay, that the terms ¢ im-
< proper, unwarrantable, and highly impoli-
¢ tic,” are much too gentle as deductions from
_ fuch premifes 5 and, as every reader of the let-
~ ter will obvioufly feel as ke reads the deduc-
tions which inevitably belong to ‘them, I'will
‘add, that'the ftrict performance of! folemn en-
gagements on ane part, followed by ats direct-
ly fubverfive of them, and by total difpofief-
fion on the other, ftamps on  the perpetratoss

of
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of the lettér, the guile of the grcate& poffible
violation of faith and juftice.

But this, and every other conclufion from
the fals adduced in proof of them will fall, if
the falts themfelves have no exiftence. 1 do
therefore moft pofitively and folemnly deny
their exiftence.

I deny that the Bengal government pledged
itfelf, that the free and uncontrouled peffefiion
of the Zemindarry of Benaris and its dependen-
cies thould be confirmed and guaranteed to the
Rajah and his heirs for ever.

I deny that the Bengal government pledged
itfelf that no other demand fhould be made
upon him, nor any kind of authority or jurif-
di&ion exercifed within the dominions affigned
him, fo long as he adhered to the terms of his
engagements.

I deny that I ever required him to keép up
a body of 2000 horfe; contrary to the declara-
tion made to him by the Governor-general and
Council on the 5th of July, 1775, that there
fhould be no obligation on him to do it.

My demand, that is, the demand of the
Board, was not that he fhould maintain any
fpecific number of herfe ; but that the number

D which
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which he did maintain fhould be employed for
the defence of the general State,

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by
no other engagements to the Company, than for
the payment of his tribute of Sicca rupees
22,66,180.

He was bound by the engagements of feal-
ty, and of ablolute obedience to every order of
the government which he ferved. The vari-
ous and repeated profeflions of his letters are
proofs and acknowledgments of this conftruc-
tion of his vaffalage ; and his own cabuleeat, or
the inftrument by which he engaged to perform
the duties of his Zemindarry, exprefles itin the
acknowledgment of the Company’s fovereignty.

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native
prince of India.

Cheyt Sing is the fon of a colletor of the re-
venue of that province, which his arts, and the
misfortunes of his mafter, enabled him to con-
vert to a permanent and hereditary pofleffion.
This man, whom you have thus ranked amongft
the princes of India, will be aftonifhed, when he
hears it, at an elevation fo unlooked-for, nor
lefs at the independent rights which your com-
mands have affigned him ; rights which are fo

foreign
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foreign from his conceptions, that I doubt
whether he will know in what language to af-
fert them, unlefs the example which you have
thought it confiftent with jultice, however op-'
poﬁie to policy, to fhew, of becoming his
advocates againft your own interefls, fhould
infpire any of your own fervants to be his
advifers and inftrutors.

I forbear to detail the proofs of thefe denials.
In legal propriety I might perhaps claim a
difpenfation from it, and require the charges to
be proved, not myfelf difprove them. But
I have already difproved them in my narrative
of my proceedings at Benaris, which has been
long fince in your hands, and is, I hope, in
the hands of the public. To thatl think it
fufficient to refer, and to point out the ninth
and following pages of the copy, which was
printed in Calcurta, for a .complete explana-
tion ; and I prefume as complete a demonftra-
tion of the mutual relation of Rajah Cheyt
Sing, the vaffal ard fubjeét of the Company, and
of the Company his fovereign.

The fubje to which I now proceed, and
on which I reft my fulleft acquittal, is too de-
licate ta admic of my eateriog vpon it without
D2 requefting

\
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requefting your indulgence and pardon for what-
ever may appear offenfive in it, and de-
claring, that I fhould have fubmitted in filence
to the fevereft expreffions of cenfure which you
could” pafs upon me, had they been no more
than exprefiions, and applied to real fas ; but,
where the cenfures are not applied to real faéts,
and are fuch as fubfantially affe® my moral
charatter, I fhould be myfelf an accomplice in
the injury, if I fuffered the flighteft imputation
to remain, which it was in my power wholly
to efface.

A breach of faith neceffarily implies antece-
dent and exifting engagements, and can anly
be confirued fuch by the exprefs terms of thofe
engagements. I have.been guilty of this crime
in my treatment of Cheyt Sing, or of none;
and I may be allowed to regret, that, while you
ftated fuch faéts as implied it, you did not in
terms declare it.  There is an appearance of
tendernefs in this deviation from plain ¢onftruc-
tion, of which, however meant, I have a right
to complain, becaule it impofes on me the ne-
ceflity of framing the terms of the, accufation
againft myfelf, which you have notonly made,
buc have flated the leading argument to it fo

ftrongly,
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ftrongly, that no one, who reads thefe, can avoid’
making it, or not know to have been intended.

But, permit me to afk, May I not prefume
that this deviation arofe from fomething more
than a tendernefs for my charatter or feelings 2.
that it was diétated by a concigufnefs that no
fuch engagements exifted ? For, if any fuchs
did exift, why were they not produced in fup-
port of the charges ?

Even thefalts, which are affirmed in the refo-
lutions, are fuch as muft depend upon fome evi-
dence, for they cannot exiftindependently. If the
Bengal government ¢ pledged itfelf,” its pledge
muit be contained in the written inftruments
which were exprefsly formed, and declared to
define the reciprocal relation and obligation of
the Rajah and the Company.

The refolutions of your honourable Court, as
they ftand unconneéted in their original ftate,
muft be accepted as the conclufions from cer-
tain and eftablithed evidence ; and this evi-
dence, I mult prefume, you meant to pro-
duce in the long procefs of detailed argument
which precedes them in your general letter.
This cenfits of pieced extradts, from opini-
ons delivered by me in the debates of Councily’

which
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which notonly preceded the fettlement, made
with the Rajah Cheyt Sing, when his Ze-
mindarry became the property of the Company ;
but, ftrange as it will appear, which pafld on
an occafion wholly foreign from it, and at a
time when the Company had . rot obtzined the
ceffion of the Zemindarry. At the point of the
fettlement your detail ftops, Had it proceeded,
it muft have exhibited the conditions of the fet~
tlement, which would have contradicted every
fa& which you have afferted ; and every man of
candour will believe that this was the only reafon
why it did not proceed. For why are my fpe~
culative opinions on the claim made vpon the
Nabob Affof ul Dowlah at the ceffion of the
Zemindarry of Benaris, which 1 thought an
infringement of a treaty already fubfifting with
him 5 and upon the mode by which we fhould
allow Rajah Cheyt Sing to exercife the ma-
nagement of his Zemindarry, when it had be-
come the property of the Company, quoted in
evidence againft me; when the aétual deeds
which conveyed to Cheyt Sing his pofieflion of
the Zemindatry, and all the conditions on which
he held it, were the only criteria by which my
conduct towards him could be tried? The de-
bates

v
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bates from which my opinions are extra&ed, are
fo voluminous, and my (hare 'in them bears fo
large a proportion, that it would take up much
time and argument to prove, what'I could
prove, that in their collettive and relative fenfe
they are perfetly confiftent, fo far as they can
apply at all to my fublequent condu&; but,
were it othcr\&ife, they were not to be made
the rules of my conduét ; and God forbid thac
every expreflion diftated by the impulle of
prefent eme:gency, and unpremeditatedly ut-
tered in the heat of party contention, fhould
impofe upon me the obligation of a fixed prin-
ciple, and be applied to every variable occafion.
The wifdom of the Legiflature has declared,
that the whole colleétive body of the Governor-
general and Council thall be bound by the opi-
nions of the majority ; but the dorine implied
in your quoration of my opinions is the reverfe
of that obligation, if my opinions were not con-
formable to thofe of a majority of the Board ;
and, if they were, the asts of the Board, formed
on fuch concurrent opinions ought to be quo~
ted as the rules of my condu&, not the opi~

nions which c¢nly led to them.
Haviog
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+ Having folemnly pronounced that Rajah
Cheyt Sing had performed his engagements
with the Company, and that my conduét to-
wards him was *¢ improper and unwarrantable,”
you proceed to fay, that ¢ fuch farther refo-.
¢ folutions, as youmay think proper to come
<« to on this very important fubject, will be
< communicated to us by a future conveyance.”
This I cannot otherwife underftand than as an
indication of your intention to order the refto-
ration of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Zemindarry.
of Benaris. It will be expeéted, after the
judgement which you have pafled, as- an act
of indifpenfable juftice ; and, wheneverthis-pro-
miffory declaration is made public, as it muft
be, if not already known, what.may have been
expeted will be regarded as a certainty. If
any thing were wanting but the exprefs notifica-
tion of your intention to confirm it, the recall
of Mr Markham, who was known.to be the
public agent of my own nomination at Benaris,
and the re-appointment of Mr Francis Fowke
by your order contained in the fame letter,
would place it beyond a doubt. : This order
has been obeyed; and, whenever you fhall be
pleafed to order the reftoration of Cheyt Sing,

I will
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1 will venture to promife the fame ready and

exact fubmiffion in the other members of your
Council. :

Of the confequeénces of fuch a policy I for-
bear to {peak. Moft happily the wretch, whofe
hopes may be excited by the appearances in his
favour, is ill-qualified to avail himfelf of them 5
and the force which is ftationed in the province
¢f Benaris is fofficient to fupprefs any i'ymptoms
of internal fédition : but it cannot fail to create
diftruft and fufpenfe in the minds both of the
rulers and of the people, and fuch a ftate is al-
ways productive of diforder.

But it is not in this partial confideration. that

I dread the effe@s of your commards. It is in
your proclaimed indifpofition againft the firft
executive member of your firft government in
India. It isas well known to the Indian world
as to the Court of Englith Proprictors, that the
firt declaratory inftruments of the diffolution of
my influence, in the year 1774, were Mr, John
Briftow and Mr. Francis Fowke. By yeur an-
cient and kaown conftitution the governor has
been ever held forth and underftood to pofiefs
the oftenfible powers of government. All" the
correfpondence with foreign princes is conduc-
E ted



(34 )

ted in his name ; and every perfon, refident with
them for the | managcmcnt of your political con-
cerns, is underftood to be more efpecially his
reprefentative, and of his choice: and fuch
ought to be the rule; for how otherwife can
they truft an agent nominated agaipft the will
of his principal; or how, knowing him to aét
under the variable inftructions of a temporary
influence, or the cafual diftates of a majority,
can they rely on the meafures which he may
propofe, and which a fudden change of influ*
ence, always expeéted in a deviaticn from con-
ftitutional forms, may undo, and fubje& them,
in every inftance of their conncétion, to a con-
tinual fluttuation of affairs ?

When the ftate of this adminiftration was
fuch as feemed to admit of the appointment of
Mr. Briftow to the refidency of Lucknow,
. without much diminution of my own influence,
1 gladly feized the occafion to fhew my readi-
nefs to fubmit to your commands. I propo-
fed his nomination: he was nominated, and
declared to be the agent of my own choice,
Even this effe® of my caution is defeated by
your abfolute command for his re-appointment,
independent of me, and with the fuppofition

that
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that T thould be adverfe to it. I am now whol-
ly deprived of my official powers, both in the
Province of Owd and in the Zemindarry of Be-
naris.

Nor will the evil ftop at thefe lines. My
general influence, the effe@ts of which have
been happily manifefted for the fupport of your
interefts, is now wholly loft, or what may re-
main of it fuftained only by. the prefcription of
long pefieffion, and fomething perhaps of per-
fonal attachment, imprefltd by the habits of
frequent intercourfe.

I almoft fhudder at the refletion of what
might have have happened, had thefe denun-
ciations, againft your own minifter, in favour
of a man univerfally confidered - in this part of
the world as juftly attainted for his crimes, the
murderer of your fervants and foldiers, and the
rebel to your authority, arrived two months
earlier. You will learn, by our common dif-
patches, what difficulties Mahdajee Sindia has
had to furmount in reconciling the different
members of the Maratta ftate to the ratification,
and even, when ratified, to the interchange of
the treaty, concluded by him in May laft, with
this government. I dare to appeal even to your

Judgement
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judgement for the reply, and to afk, whether
the minifters of the Pefhwa, poffefling the know-
leng of fuch a circumftance, would not have
availed themfelves of it to withhold their con®
fent. to the treaty, either claiming to include
Cheit Sing as a party in it, or either overtly or
fecretly fupporting his pretenfions, with the
view of muliplying our difficulties; or, which
is moft probable, waiting for the eveat of that
change in the fuperjor government of Bengal,
which fuch fymptoms portended, bifore they
precipitated their interefts in a connection with
a declining influence, which they might ob-
vioufly conclude would render this, with ‘al]
its other aéts, obnoxiousto that which fucceed-
ed it,

Their counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and
in our actual poffeflicn s and, fuch is the cha-
ralter of the man whom we have made our
principal and the guarantee of ir, th:t it will in-
fure us againft any change of fentiment, which
might arife, from any caufe, in the breafts of his
countrymen. Iamhappy inhaving been the fole
inftrument of the accompliﬂlment of fo great an
event, It originated in a fcene of univetfa)
revolt encompafling my own perfon: it began
with

'
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with the immediate feparation of the firft pow-
erof the Maratta ftate from the general war,
and was followed by the inftant and general
ceffation of hoftilities; in effet, by a perma-
nent peace; for I have a right now to affirm
this, having pofitively affured you that it would
prove fuch, while the formal confirmation of it
remained fo longin a ftate of fufpenfe. In
every progreflive ftate of ir, it has met with
obftruétions “which  might have difcouraged
even the moft determined perfeverance ; in the
known indifpofition of the prefidency of Bom-
bay; in the calamities of the Carnatic; in the
alarming interference of the Prefident and Se-
le@ Committee of Fort St. George, by the ex-
aggerated portrait of their affairs in a letter ad-
dreffed to our minifter, and fent in circulation
th ough the midft of Deccan and Indoftan,
intreating him at all events, and with whatever
facrifices, to precipitate the conclufion of the
treaty, and fave them from deftru@ion ; but,
above all, in the vehement exclamations for
peace from men -of every: defeription in Great-
Britain. | To all .thefe counteractions I have -
oppofed the principle of firmnefs arid defiance ;
and, aided by the peculiar talents, and warinefs,
and

35461
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and incomparable perfeverance, of Mt. David
Anderfon, I have at length brought my wifhes
and yours to their deftined point. Perhaps with
a lefs able minifter I might yet have failed ; but
even the merits of his fervices I claim as my
own; for it was my choice which called his
mind into aftion, and my confidence that gave
it its beft exertion. Padon, honourable Sirs,
this digreflive exultation. I cannot fupprefs
the pride which I feel in this fuccefsful atchieve-
ment of a meafure fo fortunate for your inte-
refts and the national honour; for that pride
is the fource of my Zeal fo frequently exerted in
your fupport, and never more happily than in
thofe inftances in which I have departed from
the prefcribed and beaten path of action, and
affumed a refponfibility which has too frequently
drawn on me the moft pointed effeéts of your
difpleafure, ‘But, however I may yield to my
private feelings in thus enlarging on the fubjeét,
my motive in introducing it was immediately
* conneéted with its context, and was to contraft
the attual ftate of your political affairs derived
from a happier influence with thac which might
have attended an easlier diffolution of it. '
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Itis now a complete period of eleven years
fince 1 firft received the nominal charge of
your affeurs In the courfe of it I havcvmva}rv
ably hag to contend, not with ordinary difficul-
ties, but fuch as moft unnaturally arofe fom
the oppolfition of thofe very powers from whlch
I primarily derived my authomy, and which
were required for the fupport of it. My exer-
tions, though applied to an unvaried and confif-
tent line of.a&ion, have been occaﬁénal and de-
fultory yet I pleafe myfelf with the hope that,
in the annals of your domlmon which fhall be
written after the cextinion of recent prejudices,
this term of its  adminiftration will appear not
the leaft conducive to the intereft of the Com-
pany, nor the leatt reflective of the honour of
the Britith name; and allow me to fuggeﬂ;
the inftructive refle@tion of what good might
have been done, - and what evil prevented, had
due fupport been given to that admlmﬂraucm
which has performed fuch eminent and (ubitan-,
tial fervices without it.

. You, honourable Sirs, can atteft the patience
and temper with which I have fubmitted to all
the indignities which have been heaped uvpon me
in this long fervice. It was the duty of fideli-

ty
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ty which [ effentially owed to it it was the re.
turn of glﬁatitudc which I owed,  even with the
facrifice of life, had that been exalted, to
the Company, my original mafters and moft
indulzent patrons. To thefe principles have I
devoted every private feeling, and perfevered
in the violent maintenance of my office; be-
caufe I was confcious that I pofieffed, in my ins
tegrity, and in the advantags of local know-
ledge, thofe means of difcharging the funttions
of it with credit to myfelf, and with zdé'a'ntagc
to my employers, which might be wanting .in
more fplendid talents ; and becaufe I had always
a ground of hope that my long fufferance would
difarm the prejudices of my adverfaries, or the
rotation of time produce that concurrence,
in the crifis of your fortune with myown, which
might place nie in the fituation to which T af-
pired. In the mean time there was nothing in
“any atual ftate of your affairs which could dif-
courage me from the profecution of this plan.
There was indeed an interval, and that of fome

duration, in which ‘my authority ‘was wholly
deftroyeds but another was fubftituted in its
place, and that, though .irregular, was armed

with .the public belief of an influence invifibly

upholding



( 41 )

upholding it, which gave it a vigour {carce lefs
effectual than that of a conftitutional power.
Befides, your government had no external dan-
gers to agitate, and difcover the loofenefs of its
compofition.

The cafe is now moft widely different., —
‘While your exiftence was threatened by wars
with the moft formidable powers of Eyrope,
added to your Indian caemies ; and while you.
confefledly owed its prefervation to the feafona~
ble and vigorous cxertions of this government;
you chofe that feafon to annihilate its conftitu-
tional powers, You annihilated the influcnce
of its executive member ; you proclaimed
its annihilation ; —— you virtually called
on his affociates to withdraw their fupport from
him, and they have withdrawnit. But you
have fubftituted no other inftrument of rule in
his ftead, unlefs you fuppofe that it may exift,
and can be effectually exercifed, in the body of
your Council at large ; poflefling no power of
motion but an inérc fubmiffion to the letter of
your commands; which, however neceflury in
the wife intention of the legiflature, have neves
yet been applied to the eftablithment of any ori-

ginal plan or fyftem of meafurss, and feldom
3 fele
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felt but in inftances of perfonal favour or perfo-
nal difpleafure.

Under fuch a fituation, I feel myfélf im-
pelled, by the fame fpiric which has hitherto
animated e to retain my poft againft all the at-
tempts made to extrude me from it, to adopt
the contrary line. ‘The feafon for contention is
paft.  The prefent ftate of affairs is not able to
bearit, I am morally certain, that my fuc-
ceflor in this government, whoever he may be,
will be allowed to poffe(s and exercife the necef-
fary powers of his ftation, with the confidence
and fupport of thofe, who, by their choice of

him, will be intercfted in his fuccefs. I am be‘-'

come a burthen to the fervice; and would in-
ftantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I
not apprehenfive of creating worfe confequences
by my abrupt removal from it.  Such an act
would probably be confidered, by Mahdajee
Sindia, as a defertion of him in the inftant of
his ‘accomplifhment of the treaty, and defeat
the purpofes of it, which remain yet to be ef-
feQed by his agency. Iam alfo perfuaded that
it would be attended with the lofs of the com-
mander in chief, in whofe prefence alone I look
for the reftorazion of [peace to the Carnatic,

' which
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which he, perhaps, would think too hazardous
an undertaking with no other fupport than that
of a broken  government. I have now no with
remummg but to fee the clofe of this calami-
tous fcene, and for that Ihope a few months
will be fufhcxcnt My fervices may afterwards
be fafely withdrawn; buc will fiill be due, in
my conception of what I owe to my firit confti-
tuents, until thcy can be regularly fupphed by
thole of my appomted fucceflor, or until his
fucceflion fhall have been made known, and the
interval but fhert for his arrlva{,

It therefore remains to perform the duty which

I hadafligned to myfelf as the final purpofe of this
letter ; to declare, as I now moft formally do,
that it is my defire that'you will be pleafed ro
obtain the early nomination of a perfon to fuc-
ceed me in the government of Fort William 4
to declare that it is my intention to refign your
fervice as foon as I can do it without prej'.udice
1o your affairs, after the allowance of a compe-
tent time for your choiceof a perfon to fucceed
me; and to declare, thatif, in the intermediate
time, you fhall proceed to order the reftoration
of Rajah Cheit Sing to the Zemeendarry, from
which, by the powers I legally poffeffed, and
o) conceive
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conceive myfelf legally bound to affért, againft
any fubfequent authority to the contrary derived
from the fame common fource, he was difpof-
fefed for crimes of the greateft ‘enormiry, and
your Council fhall refolve to execute the order ;
I will inftantly give up my ftation and the fer-
vice.

To thefe declarations fuffer me to add this
refervation : that if, in‘the medn time, the aéls,
of which I complain, thall, on a mature revi-
fion of them, be revoked, and 1 fhall find my-
felf poflefled of fuch a degree of your confidence
as fhall enable me'to fupport ‘the duties of my
ftation, T will continue'in it uritil ‘the peace of
all your poffeffions fhall ‘be réftored, or it thall
be your pleafure to allow me to refignit.

I have the henour té be,
Honourable firs,

Your mo(’c‘ obeéient
and faithful fervant,

‘WARREN HASTINGS.

P.S. Upona careful revifal of what T have
written, I fear that an expreffion, which T have
ufed refpeing the probable condud of the

Board,
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Board, in the event of orders being received for
the reftoration of Cheit Sing, may be conftrued
as intimating a fenfe of diffatisfaction applied to
tranfaltions already paft. It is not my inten<
tion to complain of any one; but to vindicate
my own charater,and to ftate the difficulties of
my fituation. Neither do I mean, by except-
ing one perfon, tocaft a cenfure on any others.
Yet I feel, in my efteem for Mr. Wheler, and
in my folicitude to avoid even the imputation of
refle(ting unjuftly on his condud, a duty im-
pélling me to declare, that, in my experience
of it, fince the time that we were firft in the
habits. of mutual confidence, it has been fair
and honourable to myfelf, and zealous to the
public equally free from profeflion and -fub-
terfuge, and his fupport, ‘given to me in-every
inftance, equal to whatever claim I might have
to 1it.

‘When Mr. Haftings wrote the Ppreceding
Tetter, noaccount had béen received, in Bengal,
of the very honourable and effe@tual fupport,
which ten gentlemen in the dire@ion, and 428
proprietors, had given him, in oppofition ‘to

13
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13 direCtors and 75 proprietors; who ‘voted to
remove him for aéts which did: not originate
with him. The Secretary of State forbade the
Directors to fend intelligence of this event to In-
dia above ten months ago; nor has it been  offi-
cially tranfmitted to this moment;

Mr. Haftings has always declared, that He
would not abdicate, or run away from, his go-
vernment, while it was under the prefiure’ of {o
great difficulties and fuchimminent dangers; but
he would continue no longer than until ‘he faw
the Company fafe, and peace‘and ‘tranquillity
reftored.  Great progrefs ‘was made in this defi-
rable work when his letter was written.?  Tip-
poo’ Saib evacuated Arcot on the '13th. of
Marchs and, on the fame day, our' troops
took pofleflion of the place. He has fince en-
tirely quitted the Carnatic.  Sir Eyre®Coote
left Bengal, the 23d of March, with ten'lacks
of rupees and a reinforcement of European at-
- tillery. The Maratta peace was finally and ful-
ly fettled, and fome progrefs made in-a treaty
of alliance with the Marattas,  which would, «in
its confequences, effeCtually deftroy the power
of Tippoo Saib. The provinces of Bengal, Bahar,
Benaris, and Owde, were in perfect tranquillity.

The
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The revenues increafing; and the falt-revenue,
from a fcheme folely owing to Mr. Haflings,
has increafed to fifty-feven lack of rupees per
annum, Very confiderable retrenchments had
been made in every branch of the public expen-
diture, and farther favings were about to take
place.  Thefe great and important fervices
were performed before there was any idea, in
India, of a peace in Europe; and at a time,
too, when, by the tenor of the Company’s lec-
ters and the parliamentary proceedings, a dif-
folution of the government of Bengal appeared
to be near. ¢ What might have been done,
¢ and what evil prevented, had due fupport
¢ been given to that adminiftration, which has
¢« performed fuch eminent and fubftantial fer-
¢¢ vices without it !’

.

THE END.
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