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Samuel Hugh Moffett, long-time Presbyterian mission-

ary in Korea, writes us from the Center of Theological

Inquiry in Princeton, NJ, that he’s excited about the Bicen-

tennial Committee’s “Continue the Journey” convocation

June 2-4 (at the Arch Street Friends Meeting House) in

Philadelphia. Here’s what he had to say. A. A.

“Like any good Presbyterian, I can’t resist a gathering

that promises intellectual challenge mixed with stiff but

civilized theological debate. Especially when it is about the

church and world trends of the near future.

“So I’m irresistibly drawn to what could be one of the

most stimulating events of the Bicentennial year, the pre-

Assembly symposium in Philadelphia, June 2-4.

“Where else in less than three days could I hear President

Richard von Weizsacker ofWest Germany on global politics

and Steve Allen on communications and entertainment; or

the president of Hewlett-Packard, Roger Heyns, on eco-

nomics, and best-selling author Maya Angelou on culture;

or Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World Council

of Churches, on religion, and the president of the Carnegie

Institution of Washington, Maxine Singer, on bio-technol-

°gy?
(Continued on Page 21)
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speaking I ever knew) used to

advise that we write our ser-

mons while standing in the pul-

pit. In that way we could try

out the sounds as we wrote, ad-

dressing each sentence to some
particular hearer, and asking

ourselves what that hearer’s re-

sponse to it might be. He in-

sisted on calling our hearers

“partners,” since it takes both

a preacher and a listener for the

Gospel to be proclaimed. I

hardly ever actually wrote my
sermon in the pulpit, but I did

learn to stand up at a high desk

in my study and imagine my
partners were out there in front

of me as I wrote. I think that

improved my style.

Instead of “writing a ser-

mon,” Phil Swander called it

“scripting a sermon.” He said

the sermon on the paper ought

to be more like the script of a

play than it is like an article to

be read. The script of a drama

includes directions about what

is going on while the actor is

speaking the words, and Phil

wanted us to think about that

sort of thing as we wrote —
oops! — as we scripted. Instead

of a uniformly grey page with

justified margins on both sides,

a scripted sermon consists of

clusters of words, each repre-

senting a single exchange in the

dialogue. This makes it easier

to drop your eyes to the page

and pick out the next thing you

need to say.

I find it convenient to script

notes on a half-page of letter

paper, so when I’m preaching

I can slip each page from the

left side to the right side of the

pulpit without having to lift it

into view.

(Continued from Page 2)

“It’s rich fare, and the rest of the list of presenters and respon-

ders is just as dazzling and varied.

“Registration is not cheap, but my wife says she is going

anyway because she wants to hear Bishop Lesslie Newbigin who
has come back to England from India and is turning the old

missionary question on its head by asking us here, ‘Can the West

be converted?’
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From the Presidents ofthe World Council ofChurches

Message

We, the Presidents of the World Council of
Churches, greet you in the name of Jesus Christ, and
through this greeting we remind you of the sisters and
brothers in all the member churches throughout the

world who celebrate the festival of Pentecost in expec-
tancy of the coming of the Spirit.

We write to you at a time when we are preparing
with high anticipation for the Seventh Assembly of the

World Council of Churches, to be held in Canberra,
Australia, in February 1991. The theme of the Assem-
bly is:

COME, HOLY SPIRIT—
RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION.

We are conscious that the theme links us strongly

with the Sixth Assembly at Vancouver in 1983, where
the creative spirit of Pentecost was present and was ex-

pressed in the Message of the Assembly which called us
“to choose between ‘life and death, blessing and curse,’

and to proclaim anew that life is God’s gift.”

The Seventh Assembly theme calls us to “listen to

what the Spirit says to the churches.” This listening will

take time, and must be done in prayer and meditation.
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Like any good Presbyterian I can't resist a gathering
that promises intellectual challenge mixed with stiff but
civilized theological debate. Especially when it is about the
church and world trends of the near future.

So I'm irresistibly drawn to what could be one of the
most stimulating events of the Bicentennial year, the pre-
Assembly Symposium in Philadelphia, June 2-4.

Where else in less than three days could I hear
President von Weizsacker of West Germany on global politics and
Steve Allen on communications and entertainment; or the president
of Hewlett-Packard, Roger Heyns, on economics, and best-selling
Maya Angelou on culture; or Emilio Castro, general secretary of
the World Council of Churches, on religion, and the president of
the Carnegie Institute, Maxine Singer, on bio-technology.

It's rich fare and the rest of the list of presenters
and responders is just as varied and dazzling.

Registration is not cheap, but my wife says she is
going anyway because she wants to hear Bishop Lesslie Newbigin
who has come back to England from India and is turning the old
missionary question on its head by asking us here, "Can the West
be converted?"
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