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Chapter Seven 
 

Though they don’t mention Gunkel’s fantastic ‘Creation and Chaos’ Levine and 
Knight do something even better and, in my view, far more impressive:  they 
surpass and supplant the astonishing work of Gerhard von Rad in their explanation 
of Genesis 1-11. 
 
They also debunk creationism and explain the word ‘myth’.   They refocus the issue 
of the historicity of Adam and Eve too, by suggesting 
 

The question is not: did Adam and Eve really exist?  Rather, it is: how 
are we like Adam, and in what ways does Eve represent us?  (p. 198). 

 
L. and K. even exhibit amazing insight when they notice that Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

… seems to reflect an urban point of view  [while] … 2:4b-25 … has 
more of an agrarian feel – or maybe an urban rendition of it… (p. 199). 

 
Naturally they recognize that the stories of Gen 1-11 have parallels in other cultures, 
but they are quite right to show that the stories in the Hebrew Bible have 
significant, and theologically important, differences. 
 

Genesis 1 depicts God overcoming the chaos of a formless void 
through a series of acts that separate like from unlike, distinguishing 
species from each other and assigning each to its proper space and 
role (p. 203). 

 
L. and K.’s explanation of the creation narrative is just simply amazingly good.  It’s, 
these days, water in the desert.  As is, it has to be said, their exegesis of the third 
chapter of Genesis.  And their description of the themes and purpose of the entire 
‘primeval history’. 
 
But they don’t stop their explanation of creation with Genesis 1-11, they also bring 
in the very important Ps 104 and Job 38-41, thus giving their presentation a fullness 
usually not found in such introductory volumes.  
 



They insightfully conclude 
 

In the biblical tradition creation is both an episode of the past and a 
process continuing in the present and the future (p. 229). 

 
Certainly their work isn’t as comprehensive as von Rad’s.  After all, he has both a 
commentary on Genesis and a Theology of the Old Testament to get his points 
across.  But in terms of clarity and accuracy, Levine and Knight have done better.  
This chapter is worth the cost of the volume by itself.  For a paltry $30 readers have 
‘sat in on’ a seminar on the concept of creation led by two of the smartest people 
working in the field of Biblical studies.   That’s a privilege not to be allowed to slip 
past. 
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