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Apollonius of Tyana (ca. 40-120 AD) was a Greek Pythagorean philosopher and teacher. He hailed
from the town of Tyana in the Roman province of Cappadocia in Asia Minor. His date of birth is a
matter of conjecture as some say he was roughly a contemporary of Jesus.

After Apollonius' death his name remained famous among philosophers and occultists. By far the
most detailed source is the Life of Apollonius of Tyana, a lengthy, novelistic biography written by the
sophist Philostratus at the request of empress Julia Domna. Philostratus’” account shaped the image
of Apollonius for posterity and still dominates discussions about him in our times. To some extent it
is a valuable source because it contains data from older writings which were available to
Philostratus but disappeared later on. Many think that it is full of obviously fictitious stories and
dialogues. Modern Christian scholars challenge its credibility in many regards. They dismiss most of
it as pure invention. (Summary adapted from Wikipedia by Karen Merline)
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