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“And hevein is that saying true,
“One soweth and another reapeth.’ I semt
you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no
labour ; other men laboured, and ye are
endered into their labours.”’

ST. JOHN iv. 37, 38.



PREFACE.

HE object of this volume has been explained
elsewhere, and little remains to be said

here. The author, however, would like to repeat
his conviction that the study of the religious history
of Wales in the eighteenth century is calculated
to serve important purposes. It offers subjects
for deep reflection to all, both Nonconformists and
Churchmen alike. To ponder over its lessons in
humble earnestness might, under God’s blessing,
lead to an active desire for Christian reunion on
the part of those who are now in a state of separa-
tion, and, we fear, sometimes of antagonism. The
religious condition of Wales can hardly commend
itself to those who are imbued with the spirit of the
Intercessory Prayer of Christ; and there is some
ground for apprehension lest Welsh Christianity
should fail to maintain its efficiency, while it is
thus ‘‘a house divided against itself.” There may
be, and doubtless, there sometimes has been, a
kind of union worse than division; but few will
deny that there is a union which, beyond all dispute
or comparison, is preferable to disunion. Towards
the attainment of that, it is the duty and privilege
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of every Christian teacher and worker to contribute
his share, however humble. It is the ideal state of
the Church militant; it will be the actual state of
the Church triumphant.

Among the first steps necessary to bring rearer
the broken fragments of our Christianity, must be
placed a true estimate of the loss of power and
efficiency incurred by our present anomalous and
wasteful condition ; a due appreciation of both the
~ ideal and the practical value of unity ; the spirit of
discernment wherewith to determine the relative
importance of things that differ, and to guard with
jealousy that which is essential ; a disposition to
emphasise points of agreement rather than of
difference ; an earnest endeavour to approach the

question in the spirit of the Apostolic counsel:
6 Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory ;
but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better
than themselves;” a full recognition of the bond
and basis of union that already exist, and a godly
yearning for the restoration of a closer Christian
fellowship and communion among all that *¢ /ove
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.”

It must, however, be admitted that we are not
as yet ‘‘ within measurable distance” of Christian
reunion, though both time and circumstances seem
ripe for a full and frank discussion of the subject.
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If brought about under healthy conditions, and by
the constraint of the higher impulses of religion,
"it cannot be doubted that it would be followed
by incalculable blessings. Looking at it, as we
.necessarily do here, from the point of view of the
.reunion of Churchmen and Nonconformists, we
feel convinced that each side would greatly profit
by it, as each would contribute its own special
strength to the resultant Church. The freshness
-and the vigour, the initiative and the elasticity, the
_sense of the. privileges and the responsibilities of
. the lay members, which the Nonconformists would
_bring with them, would be an unquestionable gain
- to the Church of England; while the respect for
.order and authority, the conservative instinct
inherent in so ancient a body as that Church, and
the spirit.of wise toleration and comprehensiveness
-which. a long .experience has taught her, would, if
- we mistake not, be joyfully welcomed by a large
number. of thoughtful Nonconformists. Each
. would, in some degree, supply the deficiencies of
_the.other ; and the fusion of the two elements,
under favourable conditions, could not fail to
. strengthen our common  Christianity, and to equip
- it for the more effective discharge of the tremendous
responsibilities with which it stands face to face at
the present moment. ..
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We believe that a better acquaintance with the
men and the movements discussed in this volume
may tend, in some measure, to soften the asperities
of religious life and controversy in Wales, and to
work in the direction of reunion. It will concen-
trate attention on ‘‘the parting of the ways;” and
it may be well for us all to recollect why and how
they became divided. It will show, if we mistake
not, that there were no sharp contentions, leading
to abrupt separations from the Church, or disclosing
irreconcileable divergences from her doctrines.
The extract about to be given was an accurate
statement in the time of Griffith Jones; and it
applies with even greater force to the Methodist
secession, which occurred seventy years later.
And if the Church can show that the original
causes of Dissent have very largely disappeared, :
it is, theoretically, a distinct gain to the cause of
reconciliation and reunion; though it is readily
admitted that the question is by no means so easily
solved as thus suggested, inasmuch as other
obstacles have arisen during the interval that has
since elapsed. Referring to the Dissenters of his
own day, Griffith Jones wrote that ‘it was not any
scruple of conscience about the principles or orders
of the Established Church that gave occasion to
scare one in ten of the Dissenters in this country
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to separate from us at first, whatever objections they
may afterwards imhibe against conformity. No,
Sir, they generally dissent for no other reason than
for want of plain, practical, pressing, and zealous
preaching, in a language and dialect they are able
to understand ; and freedom of friendly access to
advise about their spiritual state. When they come
(some way or other) to be pricked in their hearts
for their sins, and find, perhaps, no seriousness in
those about them, none to unbosom their grief to,
none that will patiently hear their complaints, and
deal tenderly by their souls, and dress their wounds,
they. flee to other people for relief ; as dispossessed
demoniacs will no longer frequent the tombs of
the dead. For though the Church of England is
allowed to be as sound and healthful a part of the
Catholic Church as any in the world, yet when -
people are awakened from their lethargy, and begin
to perceive their danger, they will not believe that
there is anything in reason, law, or gospel that
shouild oblige them to starve their souls to death
for the sake of conforming, if their pastor (whose
vaice perhaps they do not know, or who resides a
great way from them) will not vouchsafe to deal
out unto them the bread of life.”* The earnest and
devoted men, whose labours contributed towards

Pee el 22l CHWlsk Pidty, 174041, P 120 -
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the formation of Welsh Methodism, and imparted
a new life to the older Dissenting communions,
were firmly attached to the Church of England,
and regarded her to the last with tender affection.
And if the course of the evangelical revival brought
to light serious defects in the administration of the
Church, for which she has not yet paid the full
‘penalty, it also provoked suspicion, distrust, and even
active hostility on the part of some of the Dissenters
of that time. And even among the revivalists
themselves, a spirit of dissension broke out com-
paratively early in the history of the movement,
and continued to mar its progress for many years.
Neither side, in truth, had a monopoly of Christian
virtues. Both the Church and Nonconformity
received an accession of spiritual power through
the revival, and both, alas! impaired its efficacy
through the perversity and pertinacity of human
" infirmities.

We have, almost unconsciously, fallen into a
reverie on Christian reunion. But reunion in the
present temper of Christian bodies in Wales is
hardly possible; neither is it perhaps advisable, las
it would apparently bring but little gain, and
might even bring loss. Reunion will doubtless
come in God’s good time; but it is not unlikely
that our share in its accomplishment will be limited
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to the tedious and toilsome though essential
task of preparing the way for it—of rectifying
past errors, of atoning for past blunders, and of
exorcising the prevailing spirit of religious strife
and sectarianism. Meanwhile, there are great duties
lying hard at our doors. The pressing necessity
of meeting the growing indifference and irreligion of
our land requires no illustration or enforcement here;
it is recognized and lamented on all hands. And
the fact being so, the Church need not wait for the
arrival of reunion, before applying herself to a task
for which her position and her privileges render her
primarily responsible. Among her first and greatest
needs is the enlistment of the active and intelligent
sympathy of the great body of her own lay members,
and awell-defined sphere in which that sympathy can
be exercised effectively on her behalf. She has the
experience of a long past, with both its failures and
its successes, to guide her; and we cannot help
thinking that she may profitably learn a lesson from
the State; at least in the matter of bringing her
organisations into better accord with the rights of
her lay members, and the altered conditions of the
times. The State has done this with incalculable
benefits. That what was suitable in the sixteenth
century is out of date in the twentieth, is no less
true than trite. - The extension of political rights
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in this country has been concurrent with the
development of loyalty and respect for law. The
sense of responsibility has increased with the
acquisition of power. Our monarchy exists to-day
in more than all its ancient prestige and authority,
and has suffered no diminution of its value as a
force in the government of the country through
the admission of the masses to a share in its dignity
and responsibility. It has fearlessly taken the
people into its confidence, and has been nobly
rewarded for the trust. Distribution of power has
resulted in the consolidation of empire. The
freedom of the subject guards the stability of the
throne. The analogy between the State and the
Church in this matter is both fair and forcible; and
the latter might, with unquestionable advantages,
follow the example set before it by the former. It
cannot be said that, at present, the laity of the
Church are in full possession of their rights, as
members of the Body of Christ. To admit them
without delay would probably result in a great and
immediate accession of strength and influence to
the Church, and would indubitably bring into
activity new forces which, in due time, would add
immeasurably to her popularity and efficiency.

The writer of the following pages has neither
authority nor desire to write an eirenicon ; but he
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has endeavoured throughout to maintain an eirenic
tone and temper. The period under review is not
one that a Welsh Churchman can look back upon
with complacency, or would specially select in illus-
tration of the services which the Welsh Church
has rendered to the Welsh people. And, more-
over, when an attempt is made to bring home the
charge of inefficiency against the Church, her
critics seldom fail to choose the eighteenth century
as furnishing the most flagrant instances of neglect
and incompetency. It is readily admitted that
there are facts not a few in the history of that
period, which Churchmen find it impossible either
to defend or to excuse. But there are other facts of
substantial importance, which group themselves
around the names of Griffith Jones and his fellow-
workers, and which, when they are set forth in
their proper place and proportion, modify very
materially the portrait usually drawn of the Welsh
Church in the eighteenth century. ‘

That the task attempted in this little work is
imperfectly done, no one is more ready to
acknowledge than the writer; but if it helps to
promote the sacred interests of truth, it will so far
serve the purpose for which it was written. If it
enables the reader to form a fuller and juster esti-
mwte of the good-and gifted man whose life and
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labours it attempts to set forth ; or if it succeeds
in showing that the Welsh Church, even in the
eighteenth century, was not altogether so unworthy
of her mission as she has been generally repre-
sented, but that, even in that era of apathy and
neglect, she conferred great benefits upon the
Welsh people, and that there were many among
her clergy who grappled manfully with their duties,
under manifold and trying difficulties; or if it
helps to impress upon the present generation of
Welshmen the fact that the religious awakening of
that age came, not as some unexpected, unasked-for
supernatural manifestation, but in response to the
prayers and preparations of faithful men, and that
spiritual forces are still the most powerful and
essential to purify and elevate the life of a people ;
or if it recalls to reflecting minds another fact of no
less significance, namely, that the moral and
intellectual progress which has marked the history
of Wales during the last hundred and fifty years,
received its original impulse from a movement, . of
which the principal aim as well as the immediate
result, was the religious education of the people ;
or if it serves to remind the Church and the country
of their great indebtedness to the evangelical revival,
which saved our Christianity from drifting into
Arianism, or rationalism, and which, if it did ngt
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actually avert,* certainly rendered impossible in
this country, such a revolution as that which, at
the. close of the eighteenth century, devastated
France, and- destroyed much that was precious,
along with what was worthless.and noxious; or if
it tends to bring home to the Christian conscience
in Wales the great hindrance to the success of the
Gospel occasioned by our divisions and dissensions,
and the imperative need of closing our ranks, in
order to meet the indifference and the unbelief
which appear as not unlikely to issue from the
present divided state of our Christianity; or if it
serves, be it ever so little, to ¢ turn the heart of
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children lo their fathers;” if, in short, it contri-
butes its share towards any of these ends, the writer’s
purpose will not be unattained. - :
 The author has spared no effort to obtain infor-
mation at every possible source, and begs to record
his sincerest gratitude for the ready help he has
received. Among those who are no longer in the
land of the living to whom he is indebted, he
would gratefully ‘mention the late Bishop of St.
David’s, Dr. Basil Jones; the late Archdeacon
Griffith ; the late Rev. J. B. Herbert, and the
= See ‘The Evamgelical Revival in the Eighteonth Century, by
Canon Overton ; ‘Longman, Green, & Cb,, 1886, p. 149, -
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late Mr. Joseph Joseph, of Brecon. He also
gladly acknowledges his obligations to the autho-
rities of the British Museum, for their most
courteous assistance in searching out Welsh Books
in that vast repository of literature; to the Rev.
E. McClure, the editorial secretary of the Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, for his kind
permission to search the Minutes and Abstracts of
Letters belonging to that Society; to Sir John
Williams, Bart.; to the Rev. Thomas Jones, the
present rector of Llanddowror; to Mr..C. Morgan-
Richardson; and lastly, to his friend and colleague,
the Rev. E. D. Lloyd, for help in drawing up the
Index, while the book was passing through
the press. In transcribing extracts, the writer
has not deemed it necessary to retain the archaic
orthography of some of the originals; ard he has
endeavoured, in almost every case, to give exact
and full reference to his authorities.

PENMAENMAWR VICARAGE,

May, 1902,
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CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

HE religious history of Wales in the eighteenth

century has not yet been written. It deserves,
especially from Churchmen, far more serious atten-
tion than it has hitherto received. It offers an
inviting and an instructive field of study, not only
to the historian, but to the ecclesiastical statesman,
and to the educational and religious reformer. Itis
true that that field has already been ably explored
from sundry points of view; but a painstaking and
exhaustive research into all the facts, and a due
estimate and co-ordination of the various forceswhich
were at work during that period, have yet to be
undertaken, before the student can obtain a fair and
full view of their conflict or co-operation, in the
production of those results, which began to assume
their ultimate form about the close of the century.
The spiritual, moral and educational condition of
the Welsh people at the commencement of the
century; the first movement that was made towards
the revival of religion, and the removal of the general
ignorance which prevailed; the great services which
‘the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
rendered to the cause of education, and the dissemi-
nation of religious literature in Wales; the genesis
and progress of the evangelical revival; the attitude
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towards it of the Bishops and Clergy, as well as of
Churchmen and Dissenters generally; the forces
that operated during its progress towards its partial
alienation from the Church within which it began,
until the final separation of the main body of the
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists in the early years of
the last century; the literary movements of the
second half of the eighteenth century; the financial
poverty of the Church, clerical absenteeism and
pluralism, the bilingual problem, the occupation of
Welsh Sees and other high positions, as well as
many of the most important parochial benefices, by
Englishmen, in their bearing upon the life of the
Welsh Church during the period under review ;
these are some of the questions which demand a
careful investigation and an impartial treatment,
before a just and comprehensive view can be
obtained of the development of the religious condi-
tion of Wales in the eighteenth century.

An attempt is made in the following chapters to
ascertain the position which Griffith Jones occupied,
and the part which he played in relation to these
questions. We are fully aware that the attempt can
at best be only a partial success, for he has now been
in his grave for well nigh a century and a half.
Apart from the information which can be gleaned
out of his own writings, all that can be authentically
known of him at this distance of time, as far as we
are aware, is almost entirely derived from a Sketch
of his life and character, consisting of twenty-four
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pages, and published in 1762, the year after his
death. The other early memoirs of his which we
have seen are little more than reproductions of this.
It would be unprofitable to enquire here, at any
length, into the question why a biography of so
remarkable a man was not published before the facts
of his life had faded from the minds and memories
of his countrymen. There may have been several
reasons for this, and among them the fact that,
after his death, those who were in full sympathy
with his principles rapidly declined in number and
influence within the Church, while the leaders of the
evangelical revival, who largely entered into his
_ labours, came to be looked upon by those in authority
with increasing suspicion and disfavour.

Be that as it may, the loss entailed by such an
. omission or neglect is great and irreparable. We
should like to know all about one who played so
conspicuous a part in the history of his Church and
country. We are, however, fortunate in the fact
that most of his somewhat voluminous writings,
though scarce, are still accessible. Some of these,
- and especially his letters, of which there are nearly
two hundred extant, either in print or in manuscript,
and his Welsk Piety, or the Annual Reports of his
- Schools for twenty-four years, besides affording us
occasional glimpses into his personal and private
history, contain varied and valuable information on
matters of the highest moment, connected with the
educational and religious condition of his country-
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men in his time, and with his own efforts to improve
that condition. No other contemporary witness is so
competent. No one studied so anxiously the needs
of the people, or laboured so extensively to benefit
“them. Helived through sixty years of the century,
and worked as a Clergyman for fifty-three years,
" under nine successive Bishops of St. David’s; he was
a trusted correspondent of the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge for forty-eight years, when he
was its principal agent in the noble work it did for
Wales; he saw the first twenty-five years of the
~evangelical revival, and was on more or less intimate
terms with its principal leaders; his preaching
excursions and his Circulating Schools brought him
" in contact with a large number of churchmen, both
clerical and lay, through the length and breadth of
~ the land; and he was the means of circulating among
" his countrymen an enormous number of Bibles,
Prayer Books, and useful religious publications.
- He was ‘“the greatest Welshman of the century ;”x
and when he gives his opinions on matters in which
he was interested, we know that they are based on
the intimate knowledge and experience of one who
held personal communications with fellow-labourers
in almost all parts of the country. '
‘For these reasons, the force of which, we hope,
will appear in the following pages, the lessons
which may be derived from the life and labours of
Griffith Jones are of great and permanent impor-
"« Dean Edwards, in Wales and the Welsk Church, p. 319. -



CHARACTER AND LABOURS OF G. JONES. i s

tance. He wasa remarkable man, and accamplished
a remarkable work. Unaided by the prestige of
high birth, academical dnstmctxon, or a position ‘of
dignity in the Church; criticised and opposed by
many of those who should have been. his foremost
supporters ; scarcely ever free from the burden of
bodily suffering ; he laboured nobly for ﬁfty—three
 years in the ministry of the Church, till there were
but comparatively few parishes in the whole of the
. Principality which had not directly felt the influence
of his life and teaching. He was, indeed, faithfully
supported by a small band of earnest and wealthy
friends, by the Society for Promoting Christian
- Knowledge, and by many of the parochial clergy
and people, when once they began to realize the
great benefits that might be derived from hisSchools.
But the main burden rested upon his own shoulders.
He was a man of manifold talent and capacity, of
strong and sturdy character, of fertile resources,
of inflexible purpose, and of indefatigable industry.
He was a man of gentleness and courage, of
_ discretion and decision ; and though he was, above
all things, a man of faith, his aims were always
practical. He did not work in the dark. He well
understood the magnitude of the task that was
. before him, the nature of the opposition.that he had
to encounter, and the type of men among his
brethren who, moved to an unworthy jealousy by
his success and popularity, and relying upon the
imperfgct' knowledge of the affairs of their dioceses
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possessed by the bishops, sedulously misrepresented
his principles and his methods. He complains also
of the hostility of those among the people who used
to make profit from the irreligious and profane
habits that had grown up in those days of ignorance
and profligacy, but whose vocation ceased to be in
demand under the influence of his Schools. These
things he saw and felt. But he was undaunted either
by the magnitude of the task, or the multitude of the
obstacles which arose in his path. He stood firm to
his purpose, trusting in God and in the righteous-~
ness of his position, and encouraged by the con-
- fidence of those who supported him through evil
and through good report. He exercised a noble
self-restraint under trying circumstances. He said
nothing and did nothing that could be justly
construed into disloyalty or irregularity. He was
profoundly attached to Church order and authority,
while he was no less profoundly moved by a sense
of individual responsibility. He often found it
difficult, and almost impossible, to reconcile both
in the efforts he was making to serve loyally both
the Church and the spiritual interests of the people.
And when we bear in mind the opposition he met
with from an influential section of his brethren, and
the want of recognition and encouragement on the
part of the bishops on the one hand, and the great
demand for the Schools on the other, his success in
avoiding any serious collision with the authorities
of the Church can only be attributed to his con-
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summate tact and wisdom, though it must always
be remembered that he never forfeited the confidence
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
which was a tower of strength to him throughout
his laborious career. His faith in God, in the
mission of the Church, and in the power of the
Gospel to fulfil the needs of his benighted country-
men, remained immovable under all trials and dis-
couragements. He lived to see his efforts crowned
with almost unparalleled success, and it is not too
much to say, that what is noblest and most perma-
nentin the religious life of Wales to-day is due, ina
large measure, to the labours of this apostolic man.
In the following pages, our aim has been to
allow Griffith Jones, as far as possible, to tell his
own story; and whenever an appeal is made to
external testimony, we confine ourselves, for the
most part, to contemporary authorities. Our con-
clusions may be often erroneous, but we have in
_all cases endeavoured to supply the reader with the
data on which they are founded, so that he may be
in a position to form his own judgment. We have
come across very little to indicate the attitude of
Griffith Jones towards the Nonconformists of his
_time, or theirs towards him. To state that he
received every sympathy and co-operation from them
in his great work, as has been frequently stated, is
almost as much in excess of all the contemporary
evidence that we have seen, as the statement, also
. often' made, that only a few of the clergy sym-
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pathised with him, comes short of ascertainable
facts. Griffith Jones himself alludes to the behaviour
of ‘some pious persons of a separate Protestant
Communion (divested of all bigotry and partial
regard to party interest),” as having ‘‘shown a
Catholic love and zeal to the advancement of our
holy religion in the Church of England, by the
ready and unasked-for contributions of some of
them ;” and others as having ‘‘encouraged the
Schools to proceed in the method they are settled
in, that is, in everything agreeable to the rules of
the Church.”® On another occasion, he says that
it is evident that the best and most Catholic
Christians of all denominations, though they differ .
from others in some points, are not so forward for
promoting party interest as they are on all occasions
to assist and rejoice to see their Master’s cause
thrive in the power of it, among those they disagree
with in lesser things. It would be ungrateful to
conceal such instances among Dissenters (though
not many) who have contributed to the present
undertaking.”3 From these extracts, it appears
that some, ‘‘though not many,” of the Congrega-
tionalists were favourably disposed towards his
Schools ; but the Baptists were opposed to them,
and we learn from one of his correspondents that
they—the Baptists—¢‘ brought their incendiary on

® Welsh Piety, 1739-40, p. 7. .
3 Welsh Piety, 1740-41, p. 12. See also the letter of *“ A learned
Dissenting minister ” in the same number, p. 53. )
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purpose to sow sedition among them.” On the
number and spiritual condition of the Dissenting
bodies in Wales at the beginning of the eighteenth
century, we have lightly touched in the body of this
work. It has been contended by Dr. Thomas Rees,
and others after him, that the number of Dissenters
in Wales was larger at that period than is usually
believed. We can only repeat here that, if it was
so, the fact only increases their responsibility for
the moral condition of society at that time, which,
as is allowed on all hands, was unsatisfactory.
That there were earnest men among them is freely
admitted ; but the heavy indictment brought against
those to whom the interests of religion were specially
committed in those days, must in justice fall upon
them as well as upon Churchmen in due proportion
to their numbers. , :
It is, indeed, but too true that the general
character of pastors and people in those times, both
within and without the Church, was deplorably low.
Spiritual deadness and indifference prevailed almost
everywhere. The description given by Griffith
Jones and other good men of the period of which
we are writing, is sufficient evidence on this point.
There was profane swearing, desecration of the
Lord’s Day, drunkenness and debauchery, scep-
ticism and unbelief, and a profound ignorance of
almost the elementary principles of religion.
Griffith Jones himself speaks of the state of
things existing in his day as of ¢ recent”
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growth. It was the result of the troubles and
confusions of the Civil War, and of the violent
reaction which set in after the Restoration. The
picture which those good men drew was, indeed,
a dismal one. But it was drawn by faithful
and fearless hands; by men whose standard of
religion and morality was a high one. They were
thoroughly awakened themselves, and their great
purpose in life was to awaken others. Their
spiritual vision was keen; their love of souls was
strong ; their appreciation of Gospel truth was
whole-hearted ; their conscience was enlightened
and tenderly responsive to the call of duty. And,
moreover, the ignorance and the rudeness which so
generally prevailed, threw into bolder relief the
corruptions of the age. There was no refinement
about them ; they stood out in their naked coarse-
ness. And we are tempted to ask in passing, What
would be the attitude of those good men towards
the state of things among us now, were they to rise
from their graves, see things as they are with their
own eyes, and judge by their own standard? It
may well be that they would find the superiority of
.our religious condition by no means proportionate
to our self-complacency.

Though some of the later Nonconformist
writers have, as we believe, misunderstood or mis-
construed some of the facts, by relying, it may be,
upon insufficient or untrustworthy evidence, it is
only right to state that, in their treatment of Griffith
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Jones, they have invariably done justice to his
eminent character and abilities, and have ungrudg-
ingly acknowledged his great services to the country.
But we believe that an appeal to trustworthy con-
temporary sources of information, will correct several
impressions that have been produced respecting
some points in the career of Griffith Jones, and the
religious history of Wales in the eighteenth century.
It is not true, for instance, as we have already inti-
mated, that the clergy were almost universally
opposed to Griffith Jones’ Schools, and that only a
few of them were men of religious earnestness and
activity ;4 it is an exaggeration of the fact to say
that ‘‘the Nonconformists gave;him all the assistance
in their power;” s it is not true to say that, when
he was on his preaching tours during the Easter
and Whitsuntide holidays, he was ejected from
Parish Churches, and compelied to preach outside,
owing to the hostility ¢ of the clergy of those
parishes, for it was not his habit to enter another
man’s parish without invitation or permission ;
it is not true that the schoolmasters he employed
were mostly drawn from the ranks of Noncon-
formity7, because, it is alleged, he could find none
worthy or competent among Churchmen ; it is not
true to say that little or nothing had been done to
remove the ignorance and reform the morals of the
people, and to revive spiritual religion in the land,

+ Enwogion y Ffydd, Div. i., p. 118. $ Rees’ Welsh Non-
“conformity, p. 353. $ib 347. 7ib. 3s1. L
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before the rise of Welsh Methodism about 1736.
Nor is it true to say, as has been contended by-a
different class of modern writers, apparently-from a
misunderstanding of the purport of Dr. Saunder¥’
work, published in 1721, namely, that the depressed
state of the Welsh Church in the eighteenth century
was principally due to the poverty of its revenues.
These allegations have been made, and some of
them have been so often repeated, that they have
come to be too generally believed among us. = But
they are not only unsupported, but distinctly refuted
by contemporary evidence. We yield to no one
either in our respect for the great leaders of the
evangelical revival in Wales, or in our gratitude
for the blessings which that movement brought in
its train; but it is neither necessary nor just to
vindicate their character, or to extol their labours,
at the expense of ignoring or depreciating the
labours of others.

Of the existence of what has been termed the
Anglicising policy in the Welsh Church in his time,
Griffith Jones bears ample testimony. He deplores
and deprecates it, and describes its results as inimical
to the influence of the Church, and to the spiritual
welfare of the people. It is almost the only subject
in the discussion of which his great self-restraint
threatened to desert him. His opposition to that
policy was one of the chief arguments urged
against him by his adversaries. It was not so
much the poverty of the Church, poor as she un-
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doubtedly was, that was responsible for her feeble-
ness and inefficiency in those days, nor was it the
indifference and in competency of the rank and file of
the Clergy; but it was the want of leaders to sympath-
.ise with them, to guide and encourage them to make
.due provision for the great educational and spiritual
needs of the people. It is on record that, in spite
of discouragements from influential quarters,
many of the Welsh Clergy nobly responded to the
.invitations of Griffith Jones to introduce his Schools
.into their parishes, though he was only an ordinary
incumbent, unknown to most of them. Their income
was, doubtless, miserably poor ; the great majority
of them had to serve two or more churches; and
-there is nothing to show that they received help or
guidance from the Bishops, who were oftener than
otherwise absentees from their Dioceses at this most
critical period in the history of the Church. But
notwithstanding these heavy drawbacks, we call
attention to the following interesting facts, derived
from Welsh Piety.
Of these Annual Reports of the Circulating
- Welsh Charity Schools, there are twenty-four
. numbers, in thirteen of which only are printed letters
from correspondents given. But those letters are
- only selections in each case, from a much larger num-
. ber received by himinthe course of the year. Inthose
. thirteen numbers, there are letters from nearly three
hundred different Clergymen, about 128 of whom
describe themselves as ¢ Curates,’” 104 as *Vicars,’
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or ‘Rectors,’ and the remainder as ¢ Ministers.” This
is a fact of considerable importance, for more than
one reason. But we should by no means conclude
that there were only three hundred Clergymen among
Griffith Jones’ correspondents. In the first place,
it is presumable that there were communications
from Clergymen among those with-held from publi-
cation in the thirteen numbers of Welsh Piety in
which letters are printed. And in the second place,
no letters at all are published in the eleven remain-
ing numbers of Welsh Pyety, though we know that
they had been received as usual. If we reckon the
average number of Clergymen, whose names appear
for the first time in ten of the numbers wherein
letters with names and addresses are given, we find
that the average for each number is eleven. If, to
the above three hundred Clergymen, we add this
average of eleven for the years in which no letters
are given, as we may reasonably do, we have
over four hundred Clergymen in Wales, who co-
operated more or less with Griffith Jones, in
supporting the Schools, and in securing their
efficiency. This is a creditable proportion of the
Welsh Clergy at that time. Butitis a significant
fact, that we have been unable to discover among
the number more than two (both from the Diocese
of Bangor) who occupied dignified positions in the
Church. The above facts effectually dispose of the
charge of general apathy and indifference to the
spiritual welfare of the people, which has been freely
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preferred against the Clergy of those times. They
also dispose of the fanciful theory that poverty
‘was the main obstacle to the efficiency of the
-Church in the same period. It was not poverty,
but the want of leadership. It was the poorest
.among the Clergy that saved the Church from
sinking into deeper depths at that critical period.
. These facts are incontrovertible, and the interests
of truth are not served by ignoring or concealing
them.
The Welsh Church owes Griffith Jones a debt
which is incalculable, and second only to what it owes
Bishop William Morgan, the principal translator of
.the Welsh Bible. There are several points of
- similarity in the history of these two great benefactors
- of their countrymen. Both sought to serve their

Church and country through the language ¢ under-
_standed of the people ;' the one by giving them the

Bible in their own tongue, and the other by teaching

them to read and understand it. In the accomplish-
 ment of their respective tasks, both had to rely in a
- great measure on the assistance of English Church-
men, which was readily and generously granted to
:them. Both had tocarry on their labours in the face
. of bitter opposition from those among their country-
- men who appear to have been more concerned in the
. extinction of the Welsh language, than in the
. efficiency of the Church and the salvation of souls,
...and both met their opponents with almost identical

\ky‘ R



16 INTRODUCTORY.

arguments.®! But there is one striking contrast
in the respective careers of these men. William
Morgan was duly promoted in the Church for his
great services, whereas Griffith Jones recexved 5o
other reward than the privilege of serving God and
His Church. The Anglicising policy, whxch,uuts
modern form, was only in its incipient state in the
time of the former, had grown into a dominant force
in the days of the latter.

Griffith Jones' labours were arduous and dlﬂi
cult. This little work, we fain hope, will serve in
some measure, to give an idea of the man he was,
and of the work he did. The more we study and
understand him, the more attractive and commanding
appears his personality. Humble in spirit, broad
and tolerant in sympathy, and moved by lofty ideals,
he stood unflinchingly true to his principles. Upon
these he would fall back for comfort and courage,
when opposed by difficulties, or harassed by perse-
cutions.9 Far-seeing and consistent as a Churchman,
he was also an enlightened and an ardent patriot.
But he was neither merely for the sake of winning
the favours of patrons, or the applause of the people,
for he had to carve his way to success in the face of

$Compare Bishop Morgan’s Letter of dedication toQueen Elib.beth,
prefixed to his translation of the Bible, and Griffith Jones’ Letter in
Welsk Piety for 1740-41.

9 ¢ It is much more eligible to bear the undeserved reflection of
some perverse people, for being, as they call it, over-busy, than the
just reproach of one’s own heart, for sloth and negligence.”— Weksk
Piety, 1746-47, p- 5-
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opposition from both. His efforts brought him at
" first more trouble than popularity, and they never
brought him promotion. But he chose his path
_because it was the only one in which he could
efficiently serve his Church and country. His
- character and his career deserve the closest study of
those who aspire to benefit their kindred, of whatever
class or creed they may be. He did not live in the
nineteenth century, with its abundant facilities for
advertisement and communication, with its wealth
- of resources, and with its means of influencing the
legislature in its demands for reforms. It is not
easy for us to form an adequate conception of the
difficulties he laboured under, of which the worst
have wholly disappeared from our path. And yet
he succeeded, almost single-handed, in bringing the
means of at least the most essential part of education
to the door of the vast majority of households in his
native Principality. We say advisedly, ¢‘ the most
essential part.” We have no wish to exaggerate
the nature or the extent of the education which was
imparted in his Schools. We know that it was
limited and rudimentary. But he had to clear the
ground ; he had to combat and conciliate prejudices;
. he had to create a desire for knowledge in those
whom it was intended to benefit; he had to
convince, not only the rich, but the poor, of
the utility of popular education; and he had to
rouse a whole community from apathy and un-
concern, to realize the fact that the paramount
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need of the hour was religious instruction. We say
again that he was nobly supported by a few influen«
tial laymen, and by many of the clergy; but his
was the hand that guided and controlled the moves
ment which, within the compass of a single genera~
tion, established thousands of schools, and circulated
& great mass of religious literature throughout-the
Pringipality. Though the education which he gavis
was very imperfect, we repeat that what he supplied
was the most essential part. He educated the. moral
principle, he trained and developed the. spiritus}
faculties, he awoke and illumined the consciance:}
and this he did by instructing the people in the
vital truths of the Gospel by means of- sermons;
catechetical exercises, charity schools, and religious
publications ; and no education, however elaboratg
and costly, can be sound or safe, in which this
elcment isignored or neglected. And this, perhaps;
is the most impressive lesson which the present
age needs to learn at the feet of Griffith Jones,
As an instrument in God’s hand, he brought te
bear on the degenerate life of the people the powers
of the world to come. That was his aim, and he
saw the Spirit of the living God moving power-
fully among the dry bones of a decayed and decrepit
Christianity. *‘ So Z prophesied, as He commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they isved;
and stood up upom thetr feet, an exceeding great
army”—one hundred and fifty thousand souls;
besides those taught in the night schools, who,
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dnder his prophetic ministry, had leémt' to read
the Word of God in their own tonguae. " " ¢

. % And their works do follow them.” - He was thé
precursor of those movements, and; in a sense, the
creator of those forces, which .have most déeply
and beneficially affected. Wales during “the-fast
century and a half. He was. the foremost among
the pioneers of Welsh popular education 'on an
extensive scale; he was ' the father of ‘Welsh
evangelical preaching ; he gave a powerful impetus
to the revival of Welsh theological and devational
literature, and thereby imparted a new life to the
Welsh language; he did much to set forth our
noble Liturgy as a medium of true congregational
worship ; he introduced or restored Psalmody into
its rightful place in the service of the sanctuary'}
his compilation of Hymns for publi¢ worship was
the first published in Wales, if wg except the
metrical version - of the Psalms by Archdeacon
Prys, of which some ten or twelve editions, eithet
bound up with Bibles and Prayer Books, or issued
in a separate volume, had appeared between 1621
and 1727, and the Welshman's Candle by Vicar
Pritchard, of which no fewer than twenty editions,
in part or in whole, had been published between
1646, or two years after his death, and 1750; his
Manual of Family Prayers, his stirring Treatises on
the'duty and privilege of domesti¢ devotions, and
the extensive example of his schoolmasters, who
were enjoined to establish Family Prayers in' th¢
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neighbourhoods where the Charity Schools were
set up, gave a great impetus to Family Worship,
which continued to be a distinguishing feature of
religious life in Wales from his time down to the
closing decades of the last century; and his
Circulating Schools supplied both the model and
the materials for the earliest Welsh Sunday
Schools. It is also a significant fact that the most
eminent among the original leaders of the evan-
gelical movement in Wales were natives of that
part of the country, where the influence of his
preaching and of his Schools was felt in the earlier
years of his ministry; and there is evidence that,
humanly speaking, they owed much of their
earnestness and efficiency in their evangelistic
labours to their personal contact with him and his
work. It is almost impossible to over-estimate the
extensive and far-reaching effects of his powerful
and many-sided ministry on the life of his country-
men. The Welsh patriot and the Welsh Church-
man owe him a debt of gratitude, which they can
pay him best by imitating his disinterested and
unselfish devotedness to duty, and by reverting to
the principles which guided and inspired his noble
life.

It has been said that Griffith Jones gave much
of its force and materials to the Methodist schism
of 1811 but it is seldom remembered that he was
also largely instrumental in reviving and reinforcing
spiritual life within the Church, in rendering her
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mnmstratlons more efficient, and in strengthehmg
the thmgs which remained. Thls is_a fact 'of
essential lmportance in estimating hls scrvnces to
the Church. It can hardly admit of douht thatg had
his efforts been heartily supported and supplemented
by those in authority, the subsequent hnstory of
feligion in Wales would have assumed a very
different aspect.r As it is, he stands forth both '53
an example and as a warning.

" The events of the period we are dealmg w:th
constantly force upon our attention great prmc:pfes
and large issues. They bring before us the exper-
ience of the past, with both its admonition and its
encouragement. Nepotism, pluralism, absenteeism,
the appointment to the higher offices of the Church
of men who could not minister efficiently to the
people in their own language, and the unworthy
intrigues, by which grave injusticejwas done to such
men as Griffith Jones, to whose faithful labours the
Church owes so greata debt; these things are to-day
known of all. And they are tremendous sins against
the Body of Christ. Have we repented of them ?
Or have there been attem pts at condoning, excusmg,
or palliating them ?

 What, then, must we say of those, who—set in places
of advantage and privilege and honour, in His very Church.

1An idea of the loss which the Church sustained through the
secession uf the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists in 1811, may be formed
from the fact that their ministers numbered only 76 in October, 1829
(see Goleyad Cymru for December, 1829, page 372), while their- numb.i
in 1901, amounted to 823. °
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itself—refuse to recognise their duties to the poor; neglect
the ignorant and the sinful, for whose sakes they were given
these advantages; forget to ‘condescend to men of low
estate ; and ‘enjoy’ their benefice or their accumulation of
benefices, perhaps some thirty, forty, or fifty years, as though
it were only a just reward of their merits, or a fitting oppor-
tunity of ‘doing well unto themselves ? What else can we
say—but that such conduct, in the individual, is fatal to his
own soul ; and in the body politic—if it should ever reach
such wide dimensions—is the symptom of a terrible disease,
which is sure to reveal ere long (as disease always does) the
existence of a new set of latent remedial laws. These laws
are restorative if possible. But if not, then they effect the
removal and destruction of what had become a source of
widespread infection. ¢ Where the carcase is, thither the
-eagles are gathered together.’ " '

The principle of continuity is one that has, of
late, taken a firm hold of Churchmen; and it is a
principle of deep and far-reaching significance.
There is a continuity of responsibility.  Zke
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's
“teeth are set on edge.” 1If our fathers did wrong in
the most sacred of trusts, we inherit their guilt, if
we have not confessed and renounced their mis-
deeds. To be free for the future and its great
‘demands, we must put ourselves right with the
past, no matter what shame and humiliation it
‘may cost us. 4 .

. And it is no less our wisdom to remember the
‘good hand of our God upon our forefathers. In

S.Curteis’ Bawpion Lectures, 18903 p. 343. .
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spite of the sad failings and failures of the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, the faithful em-
ployment of the system, the ministry, and the
‘message of the Church by earnest Churchmeén,
‘brought down the blessing of God upon our
country. Catechising, religious instruction dili-
gently and thoroughly imparted, the preaching of
the Gospel of repentance, faith, and obedience;
these were the simple, but divinely appointed means
that were used. There was much scepticism atid
unbelief in the land ; but those men stopped not to
argue with unbelievers. They depicted sin in its
_ enormity ; and they preached Christ crucified in all
the fulness of His redeeming power. They were
intensely and uncompromisingly dogmatic. They
preached positive truth, and waited for the blessing
of the Holy Spirit. And they waited not in vain.
There is a continuity of privilege and blessing; and
among all the needs of the Welsh Church to-day,
there is none that is comparable to that of reverting
to the simple and strong faith which inspired and
sustained those apostolic men, who deemed the glory
of God in the salvation of souls to be the primary
-and paramount object of the existence and the
organisation of the Church. _

The thought of “ home reunion,” too, has been
. frequently in our mind. In the religious move-
. ments of the period under review, we see at work
the causes of those separations which have since

crystallised into -hard divisions. There are, we
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believe, preliminary conditions which are essential -
to the restoration of a healthy and permanent
reunion. But as far as we can judge, there are few .
signs as yet of the appearance of those conditions-
among the religious communities of Wales. A:
great law of Church life and progress has been
violated. We are not here concerned with the
adjustment of responsibility. But neither side has,
as yet, shown much disposition to acknowledge its
own share of guilt in the matter. The spirit of
disunion and disintegration is to~day as strong and-
active as ever in the Nonconformist bodies, as is
evidenced by the condition of every village and.
hamlet in the land; and before the Church can
consistently urge upon others the great duty of
reunion, peace and ‘‘unity of spirit” must be.
restored within her own borders. Thereare, doubt-
less, many thoughtful people among us who are
dissatisfied with the present state of things; but
they have, as yet, scarcely formed for themselves:
a public opinion. A due sense of the value of
unity, and a longing for reunion have still to be
created. The ¢‘spirit of unity” must be prayer-
fully and sedulously cultivated, in the light of the
appalling waste of resources, both spiritual and
material, which our divisions entail upon us, and
above all, in the hallowed atmosphere of the Iater-
cessory Prayer of our great High Priest.3 . e
There are problems before the Church in Walns

3 St. Johm xvil. - - . - Ll
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to-day which press no less urgently for selution,
and which no less seriously demand wise treatment, -
than those which confronted her in the eighteenth
century. The educational and social conditions of .
the people differ widely, but the old tendencies of
human nature are still active. There are some
sigms that the evangelical revival, which has domi..
nated Wales for a century and a half, is becoming
a spent force, and there are few indications that
any other type of Christianity is taking its place. .
Religion was once almost the only subject of
interest to Welshmen beyond their daily avoca~-
tions. But matters are widely different. to-day.:
Welsh life, in a literary, scientific, and commercial
sense, is rapidly expanding. Welshmen are coming.
more and more into contact with the surging mass of.
thought around ‘and beyond them. The spell of
monoglot isolation has been broken. Their attitude
towards religion is changing, and, we fear, not
always for the better. Griffith Jones’ remedy for
his time, whose essential needs were not dissimilar
to ours, was religious education, and catechising,
as the groundwork of successful preaching. The
religious education of the masses; the reform of
the antiquated machinery of the Church, so as to
extend the privileges of the people, and quicken their
sense of responsibility ; an attitude of wise and warm
sympathy towards those national and social move-
ments which are calculated to improve the working
classes; the due supply of a learned, spiritually-
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minded ministry, which will set forth the Gospel in
its power to solve the social, mental, and moral
problems which haunt and harass the age. These
are spme of the questions that must be faced, if the
Church is to meet the demands of the times. Her
opportunity is before her. So it was in the
eighteenth century. Some of her members viewed
with stolid indifference the movement that was then
busily shaping her destiny, and testing the com~
petency of her rulers; some treated it with ridicule
and contempt ; and some calumniated and pursued
it with relentless hostility. Others there were who
welcomed it, strove to guide it, to restrain its
eccentricities, and preserve its current within the
Church where it had originated. They struggled
nobly and long for this end. But they were at 1ast
overpowered by the forces of disintegration. The
movement, nevertheless, went on, and formed for
itself new channels. And once more, Wisdom was
Justified of her own children. .



CHAPTER II.

STATE OF THE COUNTRY AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

T the beginning of the Eighteenth Century,
the British people were suffering from the
effects of a series of changes and revolutions which
they had passed through during the previous
century. Their struggles for constitutional gov-
ernment had cost them dearly. They had groaned
under the extortions of the reign of Charles the
First; they had experienced the horrors of a civil
war, and had ineffectually attempted, for the first
_ time in their history, to establish a republican form
-of government ; they had faced the manifold dangers
of a violent reaction, which accompanied the re-
establishment of the monarchy, and the restoration of
the Church to the rights and privileges from which
it had been suspended during the Commonwealth ;
they had struggled through the reign of the idle,
cynical, and voluptuous Charles the Second,and had
emerged from a revolution, forced upon them by the
extravagant pretentions of a false and fanatical
despot.

The power of the Church had, meanwhile, been
much weakened by two regrettable events, which
were doubtless occasioned by the distrust, the
suspicions, the heated partizanship, and the violent
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passions excited by the quarrels and the. contro-
versies to which we have referred. In the year
1662, the Act of Uniformity was passed, the result
of which was the secession from the Church of %
number of Clergy, variously estimated at between
eight hundred and two thousand. Twenty-seven
years later, the secession of the Non-jurors todk
place, when six Bishops and some four hundredA
Clergy vacated their livings, on the ground that
they could not take the oath of allegiance to William
and Mary. In each case, the secession was
occasioned by conscientious scruples, and among
the seceders were many divines eminent for their
learning and piety, whose loss at such a time the
Church could ill afford.

~ “This two-fold drain upon the strength [of the Church}
could scarcely have failed to impair the robust vitality.
which was soon to be so greatly needed to combat the early
beginnings of the dead resistance of spiritual lethargy.” *

It was inevitable that the conflicts and the
controversies of the seventeenth century should.
result in the moral degeneracy of the people ; and
it was, perhaps, but natural that those who were
directly responsible for their religious condition,
should themselves have become affected by the
worldliness and the spiritual deadness which pre-
vailed. At any rate, such was the case. The
Church was slumbering; the influence of religion
was feeble ; the salt had lost its savour ; scepticism, -

s Abbey & Overton, The English Church in the 18th Century, 1883, p. 3.
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impiety, and profligacy, were rampant. The forces
of unbelief and immorality were powerful -and
aggressive; those of the Church were hesitating
and ineffectual. _ \

That this is no exaggeration of the state of
things in the country at large, at the beginning of
the eighteenth century, may be confirmed by ample
testimonies, of which only a few must be adduced
here. Bishop Butler, in the oft-quoted passage
from the Advertisement to his Analogy, which was
written in 1736, says:

“1It has come, I know not how, to be taken for granted,
by many persons, that Christianity is not so much as a
subject of inquiry; but that it is now, at length, discovered
to be fictitious. And accordingly, they treat it as if in the
present age this were an agreed point among all people of
discernment ; and nothing remained but to set it up as a
principal subject of mirth and ridicule, as it were, by way

of reprisals, for its having so long interrupted the pleasures
of the world.”*

In 1713, Bishop Burnet wrote the following
description of the candidates for Holy Orders, and
of the younger Clergy : '

“The outward state of things is black enough, God
knows'; but that which heightens my fears rises chiefly from
the inward state into which we are unhappily fallen. Our
Ember weeks are the burden and grief of my life. The
much greater part of those who come to be ordained are
ignorant to a degree not to be apprehended by those who
are not obliged to know it. The easiest part of knowledge
is that ‘to which they are the greatest strangers ; I mean the

e U Bwtler’s Works, Vol. ji.  Oxford, 1807,
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plainest part of Scripture, which, they say in excuse for
their ignorance, that their tutors at the Universities never
mention the reading of to them ; so that they can give no
account, or at least but a very imperfect one, of the contents
of the Gospels. Many cannot give a tolerable account of
the Catechism itself, how short and plain soever. The
ignorance of some is such that, in a well-regulated state of
things, they would appear not knowing enough -to be
admitted to the Holy Sacrament. The case is not much
better in many, who, having got into orders, cannot make
it appear that they have read the Scriptures, or any one
good book since they were ordained. These things pierce
one’s soul, and make him often cry out, *“ O tkat 7 Aad
wings like a dove, for then would I fly away, and be at rest.”

Archbishop Secker, in a charge delivered in
1738, says: .

“In this we cannot be mistaken that an open and
professed disregard of religion is become, through a variety.
of unhappy causes, the distinguishing character of the age.
Such are the dissoluteness and contempt of principle in the
higher part of the world, and the profligacy, intemperance,
and fearlessness of committing crimes in the lower part, as
must, if the torrent of impiety stop not, become absolutely
fatal. Christianity is ridiculed and railed at with very little
reserve, and the teachers of it without any at all.”

“ Throughout the whole of the eighteenth century,
almost all writers, who had occasion to speak of the general
condition of society, joined in one wail of lament over the
irreligion and immorality that they saw around them. This
complaint was far too universal to mean little more than a
general, and somewhat conventional tirade upon the wide-
spread corruption of human nature. The only doubt is
whether it might not in some measure have arisen out of a
keener perception on the part of the more cultivated and
thoughtful portion of society, of brutal habits whichin,
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conrser ages had been passed over with far less comment,
Perhaps also greater liberty of thought and speech' caused
irreligion to take a more avowed and visible form. Yet even
if the severe judgment passed by contemporary writers upon
the spiritual and moral condition of their age may be fairly
qualified by some such considerations, it must certainly be
allowed that religion and morality were, generally speaking,
at a lower ebb than they have been at many other periods:
For this the National Church must take a full share, but not
more that a full share of responsibility. The causes which
elevate or depress the general tone of society have a corres-
ponding influence, in kind, if not in degree, upon the whole
body of the Clergy.”s

Similar complaints are made by leadmg Dls-
senters of that time :

“How many Sermons,” wrote Dr. Guyse, “one may hear
that leave out Christ, both name and thing, and that pay
no more regard to Him than if we had nothing to do with
Him.” Dr. Watts says that in his day there was *‘ a general
decay of vital religion in the hearts and. lives of men, and
that it was a general matter of mournful observation among
all who lay the cause of God at heart.”

~ *The Puritans were buried and the Methodists were
not born. The Bishop of Lichfield, in 1724, in a Sermon,
said, ¢ The Lord’s Day is now the Devil’'s Market-day.’ And
the three dissenting bodies were lamenting that numbers of
their ministers were immoral, negligent, and insufficient.”s

. 3 The English Churck in the 18th Century, by C, J. Abbey and

J. H. Overton. Longmans, &c., 1887, p. 25. The moral and spiritual
condition of the country and the state of the Church in the 18th
Century, ate: exhaustively discussed in this valuable book. See also
A History of England in the 18th Century, by W. E. H. Lecky,
Longmans, &c., Chapter viii.; and Curteis’ Ramplon Lectures,
Macmillan & Co., 1890 ; Lecture vii 4 See Ryle’s Christian Leaders,
Chapterd. 3 Tyerman, Life of Weskey, i. 61, quoted in Curteis’
Bampton Lectvires, -p. 343
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Such was the state of things in England at the
beginning of the eighteenth century, and in- Wales
it was no better. Besides the general causes wlidh

.have been already enumerated as contributing to
the decay of religion and morals in. Engiand, there
~were other special causes which tended to.:produce
.the same results in the Principality. The chief-of
these special causes was the alien and often non-
resident episcopate, ignorant of the language angd
out of sympathy with the national temperament..af
the people, which ruled the Church in Wales: at
that period. A picture of the state of things in the .
Diocese of St. David’s at the beginning of the 18th
century has been left us by the Rev. Dr. Saunders;6
in a volume which was published in 1721, and
entitled, ‘“ A View of the State of Religion in the
Diocese of St. David’s, about the beginning of ‘the
18th century, with some account of the caused
of its decay. Together with considerations of the
reasonableness of augmenting the revenues of
Impropriate Churches.” What is said in this
volume of the state of the Church and religion in

$Dr. Saunders was incumbent of Blockley, Worcester, a.nd
was admitted a cortespondmg member of the Society for Pro:
moting Christian Knowledge in the Spring of 1709. That i
Saunders was conversant in the Welsh language, and took am.
interest in Welsh affairs, we find from the minutes of the S.P.C.K.
under January -1, -1718-19, in whiclr we have the following entry:
¢ Upon reading a letter from Dr. Savnders, Blockley, Worcestet;:
December 8, Ordered that Dr. Saunders be desired to signify, as soon
as he can, some of the instances he mentions, of alt~rations made in the
text of the new Welsh Bible,”
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sthe: Diocese of St. David’s at that time, was
~doubtless more or less true of the other three Welsh
“Dioceses. In his dedication of the volume to the
~Prince of Wales, the writer expresses the hope that
-His- Royal Highness would feel it a ‘ moving
.spectacle to see, as it were, the whole frame of our
‘religion sinking, to see many parishes without
churches, many churches without pastors, and many
pastors without a maintenance ; for such are the
profane, the impious changes that the iniquity of
the times have brought upon us, [that] they are
grievous to mention.” He tells us elsewhere that
the ¢ Christian service is totally disused in some
places, there are other some that are said to be half
served ; there being several Churches, where we are
but rarely, if at all, to meet with preaching, cate-
chising, or administering of the Holy Communion.
In others, the service of the prayers is but partly
read, and that, perhaps, but once a month, or once
fo a quarter of a year ; nor is it, indeed, reasonable
to expect that they should be better served, while
the stipend allowed for the service of them is so
small, that a poor Curate must submit to serve three
or four Churches for £10 or £12 a year, and that,
perhaps, when they are almost as many miles distant
from each other.”? '
.. The three principal causes to which Dr.
Saunders attributes the depression of the Church in
the Diocese of St. David’s are, first the poverty of

7p. 42.
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the livings, owing largely to lay impropriations,
secondly, the promotion of Bishops and Clergy who
were unable to minister to their people in the Welsh
language, and thirdly, the non-residence of the
Bishops and Clergy. Replying to the argument
that Bishops need not know the language, since they
delegate the practical part of the work to the
parochial Clergy, Dr. Saunders says:

“1 think it is allowed that this privilege should not be
extended to the inferior orders, hecause it i alleged atleast
‘that.it is a sufficient cause of refusal (when -a dlerk is
presented to a cure of souls in Wales) if he does not undes-
stand that language 7 though if the reason of this sanction
be just, it is difficult to conceive why it should not hold
with regard to superiors as well as inferiors that hold themi-
‘selves engaged to ministerial offices ; and yet even.:with
regard to the latter, it has not been unusual with my Lords
the Bxshops often to relax their power, and for the sake of
serving friends, often to be prevailed with to consider more
‘the incumbent’s than the people’s needs, by prowdmg for
‘the maintenance of the one, not without manifest -hazard of
the salvation of the other ; and what hard notions of a:holy
- Father’s pastoral concern and love of souls are people apt to
entertain on such occasions? How naturally are : they

.tempted to conclude that their pastors are not sent to leam
their language, nor to mind their souls, and to believe
uncharitably, contrary to St. Paul’s rule, that they seek “* ¢
them but Me:rs—-thezr own and not the things of C%nst

Jesus 878

The earnest purpose of this excellent man, and
his desire to see the Church reformed are mamfeSt
on every page.

.8 pe 42¢
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“When I reflect thus upon the present sad and un-
comfortable view of the Church here, . . . I cannot
but have a melancholy fear that the time whlch God intends
us for our trial is drawing to a period, and that the deplor-
able state of the once renowned Churches of Asia ‘is
banging over our head, and that our present eonfusion loeks
too much like the dark presages of the total removing ‘of
our candlestick, the benefit whereof we have, alas ! too long
neglected, and made too little use of.” 9 o

Other witnesses may be produced in conﬁrma-
tion of the same opinions. Sir John Phillips,. of
Picton Castle, Pembrokeshire, in a letter to
Griffith Jones, the date of which is not given, wrote
as follows : “I believe there has scarcely been any
age, since the first publication of the Gospel, wherein
men talked and wrote more irrationally (that is, on
the subject of religion), and lived and acted more
immorally, than at the present time.” Numerous
passages to the same effect might be quoted from
the writings of Griffith Jones himself, of which
one only will be given here. In aletter, dated Feb.
15, 1733, he writes : ‘¢ If we consider how numerous
and shameless, I may say, how common and
impudent the despisers and opposers of serious
piety are in our days, what shall we think but that
.the enemy is coming in like a water-flood, and
threatens to overflow our land with a worse deluge
-than that which drowned the world in the days of
Noah.”

In an interesting volume published in 1888 by

9 p. 18,
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the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge,
edited by the Rev. E. McClure, M.A., Editorial
Secretary, and containing the Minutes of that Society
for the first six years of its existence (1698-1704),
together with abstracts of letters of Correspondents,
we have considerable light thrown on the state of
religion and morality in Wales. In a letter to the
Society, dated May 23, 1700, Dr. John Jones,* Dean
of Bangor, writes of the prevalence of ¢‘ignorance
and ill-practice” in the Diocese of Bangor. Under
date November 8, 1700, a lay correspondent from
Wrexham complains of ¢‘ the corruption of the age,”
and writes of the urgent need of remedies. Another
correspondent complains of ‘‘the great ignorance

1 John Jones was in 1689 appointed to the Deanery of Bangor,
where he continued till his death in 1727. We find from the minutes
of the S.P.C.K. that he took a keen interest in the spread of religious
education among the poor in the Diocese of Bangor. He contributed
handsomely towards the funds of the above Society, and used his
influence to procure books of devotion for the benefit of his monoglot
countrymen. We also find from his will, dated March 10, 1719, that
he left the sum of £50 each to seven parishes in the County of
Anglesey, to be held in trust by their respective rectors, tlie interest of
which was to be used to teach ten poor children in each parish, to read
the Bible and ‘the Prayer Book in the Welsh language, and to instruct
them in the principles of the Christian religion according to the
Catechism of the Church of England. He left a similar sum for
similar purposes to two parishes in Merionethshire; and four sums of
£ 100 each to be given among four parishes in the County of Carnarvon,
the interest of which was to be used to teach twelve poor children in
each parish to read Welsh perfectly, and to train them in the Church
Catechism in Welsh, so that they might not only repeat it correctly,
but also understand it by means of an intelligible and godly explamas
tion ; and that they may also be able to read the Bible and the Book of
Common Prayer plainly; and, if possible, to instruct them to some
extent in writing and arithmetic.
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and atheism of Wales, and of the contempt. of the
Clergy, occasioned by the small provision for them.”
Mr. Harries, of Llantrisant, Glamorganshire, says
that * the poor are numerous, lazy, and mutinous;:
and so much addicted to sports, even. in Divine
Service, that he has been forced to become Church-~
warden in order the better to restrain them.” .

That a spirit of indifference and formality had
crept over the few Dissenting congregations which
were scattered up and down the Principality at the
time'of which we are writing, can hardly be disputed.
So much is clearly implied in the writings of Griffith
Jones and Thomas Charles; and William Williams,
of Pantycelyn, in one of his prose works, puts
the following words into the mouth of Pkl
Evangelius :

“The people of the meeting-house, as well as the
people of the Church tolerated the ¢ play-mound ;' ignorance
had covered the face of Wales; scarcely anyone stood up
against the corruption of the age, till at last light broke out
like the dawn in sundry parts of the world. . . . The
six Southern Counties (of Wales) embraced the Word early,
Old sentinels were roused from their slumbers. Sermons
were preached in the Churches every Sunday. - The
Dissenters woke up. They wailed unto them, and some of
them wept; they piped unto them, and some of them
da.nced.” 2

The same conclusion is indicated by the
following extract from a letter to Howell Harris,

. ® Gweithiau William Williams, Pantycelyn. Cyf ii., puge 470.
Newpott, 1891,
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dated August 7, 1741, and written by Edmund Jones,.
an eminent Dissenting minister at Pontypool :

“ Many are they that hate me, and my friends are but
few; yea, the labourers in iy Lord’s vineyard would not
allow me even to glean afterthem. . . . Thus dissenters,
and those who were not for discipline dealt with me., . . .
I wish some of the sound dissenting ministers separated
from the erroneous and loose dissenters; but perhaps it
will come to that. Both the ministers of Penmaen deny
that there is any need of discipline among them, and call
my attempts at discipline by the opprobrious names of rigid,
punctilious, and novel customs.” 3

He further complains, however, that ¢ big'oted'
Churchmen, the Baptists, and even the Methodasts,
oppose him. :

It has been somewhat vigorously conténded’
that the Dissenting congregations in Wales at the
beginning of the eighteenth century were by no
means so few as has been generally believed. Ifit
is true that they numbered about one-eighth+4 of
the population, then indeed this larger number’
emphasizes the fact that their spiritual condition was-
low, and increases their share of the responsibility
for the unsatisfactory moral and religious state of
the Welsh people at the period we are dealing
with. Dr. Thomas Rees, quoting from statistics
““collected with remarkable care and industry’
about the year 1715 by Dr. John Evans, makes out:

3 Life of Howell Harris, by H. T. Hughes, 1892. pp. 178—181.

" 8 History of Nonconformity in Wales, Dx. Thomas Rees, P lgz,
London, 1861, -
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that there were seventy-one or more Nonconformist
congregations in Wales and Monmouthshire. This,.
however, is quite inconsistent with returns made at
the same time by another Nonconformist authority.
In vol. ii. of Zhe History of Dissenters in England
and Wales, by David Bogue and James Bennett,
published in 1809, we are informed on page 99, that
there were only forty-three Dissenting congregations
in Wales, excluding Monmouthshire, or fifty-one,
if we include those of that County. The discrepancy
between these two returns, compiled be it observed, -
by Nonconformist statisticians, is no less than
twenty-eight per cent. Messrs. Bogue and Bennett
inform us that their list ¢ was drawn up in the years
1715 and 1716, by Daniel Neal, the author of the
History of the Puritans. The character of the
man,” they assure us, *‘is a voucher for itsaccuracy,
and it may be looked upon as the most faithful
statement which can now be given of the number
of the Dissenters at the close of the first penod of
their history."s

--Such, on its. darker snde, was the moral and
rellg;ous condition of Wales at the beginning of the
eighteenth century. There was much indifference,
worldliness, incapacity, and gross neglect of duty,
on the part of the majority of the clergy, whilst, as
rmght be expected, the-laity were generally sunk
in lgnorance, superstmon, immorality, and utter

!ﬂmofbnmmr:, in 4 vols.by thd Bogne and James
Bennett,vol.u.,pp. 97-99. )
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unconcern about spiritual things. The plague had
spread among Churchmen and Dissenters alile.
But out of this darkness, light began to grow.
Good men, as we have seen, saw the state of cor- .
ruption which had overtaken society, and the
profound slumbers into which the Church had
fallen. And they felt and recognised their own
responsibility in the matter. This sense of
responsibility bore fruit in the establishment in .
..1,1698 of the venerable Society for Promoting
« . Christian Knowledge, ‘‘the direct antecedent of -
 'which,” we are told, ‘‘were, no doubt, the Religious
Societies founded in London and Westminster-
about the year 1678, and the Societies for Reforma-~ :
tion of Manners which originated about 1691.”6 .
The original objects of that Society were the -
association of Churchmen from all parts of the
country for the purpose of ascertaining, realizing,
and reporting upon the ignorance and irreligion -
that prevailed, and of adopting means and methods
for remedying them. It was passed at the Society’s -
meeting, held in April, 1699, that ‘‘every member '
of the Society do subscribe” the following pre-
amble: ¢ Whereas the growth of vice and
immorality is greatly owing to gross ignorance of
the principles of the Christian religion, we whose ..
names are under-written do agree to meet together,
as often as we can conveniently, to consult (under

"6 A Chapter in Englisk Church History. S.P.CK. Londoo,, |
1888. p. iii. i
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the conduct of Divine Providence and' assistance)
how we may be able by due and lawful methods to-
promote Christian Knowledge.” The operations
of the Society were directed towards the erection
of ¢¢Catechetical Schools,” the establishment of
lending Libraries in the several market towns of the
kingdom, and the distribution of good books and
healthy religious publications.? They originally
included within their purview, not only the United
Kingdom, but also the *‘plantations, especially the
Continent of North America, where the provision
for the clergy, we understand, is but mean ;” but
upon the undertaking of this latter obligation by
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which
was founded in 1701, that part of the Society’s
design was dropped. The Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge paid due attention to the
needs of Wales, and generously helped those who:
laboured to save its people from their benighted
condition, as we shall see more in detail when we
come to deal with the relation of Griffith Jones to
the Society. - What part he bore, what means he

7 One ‘of the earliest resolutions of the Society runs thus :—
¢ Whereas the growth of vice and immorality is greatly owing to the
groés ignorence of the principles of the Christian religion, we, whose
names are underwritten, do agree to meet together once a week, or as
ofteri as’ we ‘can conveniently, to consult how we may (with God’s
blessing) 'be able to propagate Christian knowledge by encouraging
Charity Schools, distributipg good books, and by such other lawful
methéds as shall be thought fit. And in order thereto do subscribe to
pay annually by quarterly payments the respective sums of money set
dowii agaihst our names in the first column underneath.” - '
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used, and what support he received, in the noble
enterprize of rescuing his countrymen from their
moral and intellectual degradation, it will be our
endeavour to illustrate in the following pages.



CHAPTER III.
EARLY LIFE AND LABOURS.

RIFFITH JONES: was a native of the
parish of Cilrhedyn, situated in the two
Countiesof Pembroke and Carmarthen,and was born
sometime in 1683, probably about the middle, or in
the latter half of that year. Neither the names of
his parents nor his birth-place are preserved. The
late Vicar of Cilrhedyn, the Rev. J. B. Herbert, in
a letter dated December 1, 1894, wrote that ‘it is
certain that he was born in the Pembrokeshire
portion of the parish ; and local tradition has fixed
upon two places as his birth-place, namely Plas-
llwyni and Gilfachgam.” His parents were of a
respectable station in life, and were noted for their
Christian piety. He was not, apparently, their
only child, as he refers in his letters to a nephew of
his, the Rev. David Jones, incumbent of Llanllwch,
with whom he used to exchange duties, and whose
Church Miss Bridget Vaughan, afterwards Madam

t ¢“The Reverend Mr. Griffith Jones (the worthy, pious, charitable,
and faithful rector of this parish for 45 years, minister of Llandilo-
Abercowin for 50 years) was buried April 11th. N.B. He was
christened at Cilthedyn Church, May-Day, 1684; ordained deacon
September 19th; 1708. Ordained priest September 25th, 1709.
Preferred to Llandilo July 3rd, 1711. Preferred to Llanddowror
July 27th, 1716. Died April 8th, 1761. Aged 77.” Such isthe entry
made in the Burial Register of Llanddowror Church, and kindly copied
by the Rev. Thomas Jones, B.A., the present rector of the parisb.
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Bevan, used to attend. It has been said that his
parents were Nonconformists; but this is not
mentioned in any of the earlier memoirs we have
seen of him, unless, indeed, it is implied in the
scurrilous pamphlet written against him by the Rev.
John Evans, incumbent of Eglwys Gymmun, and
published in 1752. This pamphlet is so full of
falsehoods that no credit can be given to any of its
statements or insinuations, which are unsupported
by more trustworthy evidence. But whatever the
religious persuasion of his parents may have been,’
to them belongs the honour of having given to
the world a son whose influence for good is
second to that of no one in the annals of his native
Principality.

Our knowledge of his earlier years is scanty.
We should have been glad to know more of the
circumstances under which his early training was
carried on, what means of grace he attended, what
religious privileges he enjoyed. But we know that
he was brought up under the wholesome influence
of a religious home ; that his/spiritual welfare was
the object of the care and solicitude of God-fearing
parents.  Family prayers, Bible reading and
instruction, formed the atmosphere in which his
youthful character grew and developed. His own
experience of an early religious training, doubtless,
made him so earnest in after-life, in pressing upon
parents the duty of family devotions, and of bringing
up those commiitted to their charge in the nurture
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and admonition of the Lord. There is no greater
earthly privilege than to begin life under the
influence of godly parents. It is a blessing, the
reality of which grows in intensity with the growth
of our years; and even after they are taken from
us, their prayers, their godly conversation, the
fragrance of their devotions, and the calm strength
of their faith, seem to fill our life with a perpetual
sense of their presence, restraining us when we are
wayward, and stimulating us when we are slothful.
How beautiful and how touching are the words of
Tholuck to his departed mother: ¢ Thy business
on earth was to watch over and pray for us; and so
faithfully and so fervently was it done, that the
blessing of thine intercession is not yet exhausted,
but like a dew from God, will drop upon us aslong
as we live.”

The father of Griffith Jones died when he was
young, and the care of bringing him up devolved
upon a widowed mother. Thomas Charles, of
Bala, in a sketch of his life, published in 1809,2
concludes from letters which he had in his posses~
sion, that, in the earliest part of his ministry,
Griffith Jones’ conceptions of Gospel truths and of
the plan of salvation were somewhat hazy. But
this is not borne out by what is told us of him by
his earlier biographers. As we have seen, his
parents were noted for their piety; and it is stated
of him that, during his school days, he was ‘ of a

* Trysorfa Ysprydol, vol. ii.
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very serious turn of mind,” and that, while his
school-fellows were engaged in ¢ pleasures and
pastimes,” he would withdraw into solitude for
meditation and prayer.

He proved early in life that he was possessed
of a strong intellect, quickness of apprehension,
a retentive memory, and an eager thirst for know-
ledge, the rudiments of which he acquired in &
country school. His physical constitution was
never robust, though he is said to have shaken off
in his manhood some of the ailments from which
he had suffered in his youth. Very early in his
educational career, he evinced a strong desire to
enter the Christian ministry, and with the view of
preparing for that vocation, he was sent to the
Grammar School at Carmarthen. This school was
founded in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and was
one of several educational institutions which were
established at that period for the benefit of Welsh
‘youths. At Carmarthen, he had the advantage of
receiving instruction from an eminent classical
scholar, under whom he attained ¢‘great proficiency
in the Latin and Greek languages, and in other
branches of learning.” By means of these advar-
tages, he qualified himself for the study of divinity,
which became henceforth his favourite subject, and
to the service of which he devoted the remainder of
his life. He became acquainted with the works of
the most eminent divines, both English and foreign.
There are no records to tell us at what date he
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-entered, or what time he spent at this school, but
if he was ordained directly from it, as is not un-
likely, he must have remained in it for a consider-
able number of years, for he did not receive. his
gleacon’s orders till the 25th year of his age. -

.- - Griffith Jones received his deacon’s orders on
September 19, 1708, from the hands of Dr. George
Bull, the learned Bishop of St. David’s ; and his
_priest’s orders from the same prelate on the 25th of
the. same month in the following year, in the chapel
.of Abermarlais. Bishop Bull not only committed
-to him the sacred deposit of ministerial authority,
but also gave him valuable ‘‘advices and cautions
which were always recent in his mind,” and which
caused him ever after to retain the most vivid
recollections of his ordination day, and the most
profound respect for the bishop, whose writings
-were among his favourite studies.3 It was a
favourable moment for those ‘‘advices and cau-
‘tions” -to produce their due impression on a mind
.s0 tender, so receptive, and so well-prepared. He
bad been nurtured in a religious home, his thoughts
from his youth up had been strongly inclined to
the Christian ministry, and his education had been
directed with the view of qualifying him for it.
And now, when he is about to undertake its
-responsibilities, at a time when his countrymen were
steeped in ignorance and vice ; while the majority

.~ 3 The only direct reference to Bishop Bull in the writings of Griffith
anq :v(ghg,vg fonndisapanpgeinaletter dated January 6, 1733.
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of their pastors were asleep, his Father in God
uwses the great influence of his position, his
learning, and his piety, to deepen his sense of
the solemnity of the office to which he was
called. And who knows but that the noble
perseverance in well-doing which characterised
him in after life, and his unwavering attachment
to the Church under the cold treatment which
‘he received from those in authority, and under
the cruel calumnies of some of his brethren,
were due to the fatherly counsel and caution,
received at the most impressive moment of his
life, from the great and good Bishop Bull? Be
that as it may, it is certain that the influence of
those set over us, especially on the solemn day of
ordination, is an important factor in making or
marring the ministry of the Church.

It has been supposed that he was ordained to
the Curacy of Cilrhedyn, and that he spent some of
the first months of his ministerial life in that his
native parish; but we have been unable to find any
early authority for this. Itis, however, certain
that not long after his ordination, he became Curate
of Laugharne, in the County of Carmarthen, where
he remained till his appointment, in 1711, to the
incumbency of Llandilo-Abercowyn, in the same
County. To the scene of his labours, he brought
no academical distinctions, not even a college
degree; neither does it appear that he enjoyed the
patronage of influential people. He had to rely
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for success upon his native talents, his devetion to
duty, his trust in God, his lofty conception of the
‘ministry, and the consecration of his gifts to its
_work. During his stay at Laugharne, he applied
" himself diligently to study, as well as to the practical
“work of the Church. His sermons were full of
“evangelical truth; his delivery was earnest and
persuasive. His ministry created a profound
_ spiritual awakening in the parish, and his fame
quickly spread throughout the surrounding district.
In the inscription on the mural tablet erected to his
memory in Llanddowror Church, it is recorded that
¢ from his first admission into Holy Orders, he de-
voted himself wholly to the duties of his sacred
calling, which he continued faithfully and conscien-
tiously to discharge throughout the course of a
long life.” This monument was erected, and the
inscription was probably drawn up by the clever
and accomplished Madam Bevan, who ‘‘received
her first serious impressions "4 under his sermons,
attended his ministry more or less regularly till his
death, carried on a constant correspondence with
him on the greatest and weightiest subjects, sup-
ported and sustained him in the arduous labours
of his life with her prayers, her influence, her
counsel, and her means, shared his reproach, his
anxieties, and his triumphs, and, in his last and
lonesome days, afforded him shelter and comfort in
her own home, where he died in 1761. Nobody,
. 4_cm Mds’aﬁ, Sept. 1809, p. 334

-
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therefore, knew him better; nobody sympathized
more profoundly with the aims and objects of his
life; nobody appreciated more cordially his personal
worth, or rejoiced more unfeignedly at the success
which attended his efforts on behalf of the religious
welfare of his countrymen.

In the year 1711, on the 3ist of July, Griffith
Jones was promoted to Llandilo-Abercowyn, in
Carmarthenshire, a benefice which was, and is still,
we believe, in private patronage. This may appear
at first sight an early promotion, as he had been
barely three years in Orders. But it was by no
means a preferment to be coveted, as the population
of the parish could not have been large, while the
value of the living must have been very small, as
the tithes, commuted at 460 in 1833, were not
restored by Mr. Geers till the year 1720.5 It may
be observed that private patronage in this, as in
other instances in those days, conferred lasting
benefits on the Church in Wales. Both Llandilo
and Llanddowror, to which Griffith Jones was
preferred five years later, were in private patronage ;
and there is nothing to indicate that he was offered
any other preferment during his eminently labour-
ious and successful ministerial career of fifty-three
years. Private patronage- offered him advantages
which were denied to the evangelical leaders that
came after him, and carried on his work in the Princi-
pality. He was not only a beneficed clergyman,

s Diocesan History of St. David’s by Archdeacon Bevan, p 226.
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but his fame and success soon secured for him the
patronage of powerful laymen, while they were only:
curates, wholly dependent for their position upon:
the goodwill of their ecclesiastical superiors. Daniel
Rowland was curate to his brother, and afterwards
to his own son; Howell Harris, who was only a
layman, was refused ordination after repeated
applications to the Bishop;® Peter Williams and
Thomas Charles were ultimately unable to obtain
curaciesin Wales. Few things can be more pathetic
than the insightwhich Charles gives in his letters and
diary into the mental and spiritual struggles he went
through, when, on the one hand, he saw the most
pressing necessity of awakening his countrymen
from their spiritual apathy, and on the other, failed
to obtain a curacy where he could be at liberty to

¢ ¢¢ Howell Harries is also stated to have been refused ordination
altogether, after two applications ; it is singular that he should omit all
reference to such an important fact in his ¢ Autobiography,’ and that
we should learn it second-hand from Whitefield’s Journal.”— Dss.
cesan History of St. David’s, by the Venerable Archdeacon Bevan
1888, p. 218. It is scarcely possible that Archdeacon Bevan could have
read Howell@arris’ *“ Autobiography,” when he penned the above
sentence. ere is more than a “ reference to such an important fact *’
in the ** Autobiography,” of which we have two editions before us as we
write, published respectively in 1792 and in 1838. On page 41
of the former, and on page 32 of the latter, we find these words:
¢¢ After my release [at Monmouth], I was more confirmed in my mind
that my mission was of God ; especially since I had so many times asked
to be ordained, and had been refused ; and without their having any
other reason against me, than that I was going about preaching without
Holy Orders.” See also 4 Lsbrary of Cheistian Biography, 1840, vol.
xii., p. 125 ; Sir Thomas Phillips’ Wales, 1849, p. 121 ; Harrid Life
and Times by Morgan, 1852, p. 40.
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preach the word in its fulnessand power.? Hcw he
waited upon God! How he held back and hesitated
before entering on irregular paths! How his heart
burned within him for an opportunity to exercise his
ministry in conformity with Church order and
discipline! But he was branded as a Methodist;
he was turned out of one curacy after another, and
at last, was compelled, either to remain silent, or to
fulfil his mission outside the Church. Hechose the
latter course to the incalculable loss of the Church,
and it can hardly be denied that the principal share of
the blame rests upon the authorities of the Church
in those days.® It is interesting to note in this
connection that David Griffiths of Nevern, and
David Jones of Llangan, both eminent leaders of

7 See Morgan’s Life of Charles, 1831, pp. 212, 229, 230.

$Mr. Charles, whilst curate of Llanymawddwy, about the year
1783, set himself to * put down some bad practices that prevailed in
that parish, and began to renew the old custom of Catechising; but
being looked upon as an innovator, he was complained of by his parish-
ioners to their non-resident Rector, and by him dismissed the curacy.
Being suspected of Methodism, at that time very unpopular in those
parts, he was unable to obtain any other curacy ; and finding himself
at length precluded from all hopes of preferment, and almd®t all oppor-
tunity of usefulness in the Church, he yielded to the solicitations of the
Methodists, and joined that body, though in heart, he still clung to the
Church, as he shewed by his practice in regard to Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. On a similar suspicion of favouring Methodism, Mr.
Simon Lloyd, after serving many curacies, was refused institution by
Bishop Horseley to the Cure of Llanuwchllyn, to which he had been
presented by the patron in 1803 ; and he too joined the Methodists.
The exclusion of these two men in this Diocese, like that of Peter
Williams, the eminent Bible commentator, in St. David’s, was a serious
blow and injury to the Church.”— History of the Diocese of St. Asaph,
by the Venerable Archdeacon Thomas, 1874, p. 144.
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the Evangelical movement in Wales in the 18th
century and the beginning of the 1gth, owed their
Church preferments to lay patronage, the former to
the Lord Chancellor, through the influence, it is said,
of Mr. Bowen of Llwyngwair, and the latter to Lady
Charlotte Eden, a friend of Lady Huntington.
Griffith Jones was offered work among the
Indians in the Colonies, under the auspices of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and it is
said that he accepted the offer and began to qualify
himself for the task. But we are not told when, or
under what circumstances, the offer was made, nor
have we any means of knowing the reason which
led to the abandonment of his decision. It may be
that his health was too precarious, or that the
urgent needs of his countrymen constrained him to
remain at home. In 1713, he was elected cor-
responding member of the Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge, a high testimony to the
esteem in which he was held, considering that he
had only been five years in Orders. That Society,
as we have already seen, began early to direct its
attention to the spiritual and educational needs of
the Principality, and numbered several Welshmen
among its most active supporters. It will, we ~
think, be interesting to our readers if we give here
a few extracts from the Society’s minutes, in order
to show what it was doing at the time we are
writing of to further the revival of religion and the
reformation of manners among the Welsh people.



54 EARLY LIFE AND LABOURS. |

One of the most regular attendants at its meetings
from its first foundation to his death in the early
part of the year 1736, was Sir John Phillips, of
Picton Castle, who was also an intimate and con-
stant}friend of Griffith Jones. Sir John was a
member of the House of Commons, and is said to
have introduced a Bill into Parliament ‘‘to naturalize
foreign Protestants.”9 He was formally elected
member of the Society on the 5th April, 1699 ; he
put his signature to the preamble, along with
others, and paid his subscription of £5. His name
is also mentioned as a subscriber of £10 under date
of December 7 of the same year. Among the cor-
respondence of the Society, November 29, 1699, we
" find a communication from Mr. Alfred Bowen to
Sir John Phillips, informing him that ‘‘the clergy
are zealous to promote reformation, and intend to
unite very speedily,” and that ‘‘the gentry have
begun to subscribe towards the design of the
- Schools.” Underdate of December 21, we find the
following resolution entered on the minutes of the
Society : ‘“ Resolved that the thanks of this Society
be given to Sir John Phillips for the noble and
Christian example he has shown in refusing a
challenge after the highest provocation imaginable,
and that the Lord Guilford be pleased to acquaint
him therewith.” The challenge was offered, it
appears, by Mr. Harcourt, clerk of the peace for
Middlesex. Another influential member of the

9 A Chapter in Englisk Church History, p. 2.
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Society was Dr. John Evans, ‘“auditor S.P.G. 1701,”
as he is described in the notes to the Journal of the
S.P.C.K.r He was interested in the Principality
and knew Welsh, aswe find that a resolution was
passed on the 3rd of December, ¢ that Dr. Evans be
desired to write to Mr. Richard Gunnis, in Wales,
to acquaint him that the Society will entertain him
as their clerk,” and another on the 24th of February,
1701, in which he was requested ¢‘to bring to the
next meeting a list of such Welsh books as are
proper to be sent to the correspondents in Wales,”
“and “tofind out a fit person to translate into Welsh
the following books and papers, viz.: ‘A persuasive
_towards the observation of the Lord’s Day;’ ‘The
Caution against Swearing;’ ‘ The Caution against
Drunkenness;’ ‘A Rebuke to Uncleanness.’ 2

* A Chapter in English Church History, p. 2.

* The following is the list submitted :—1. Bishop Jewel’s Apology.

2. Dent’s Plain Way to Heaven. 3. Practice of Piety. 5. Archbishop
Usher’s Method of Self-examination. 6. A Discourse to the same
purpose, originally in Welsh, by Mr. Owen, then sequestered Vicar of
Wrexham. 7. Brough’s Devotion. 8. Quadriga Salutis, by Dr. Powel,
originally in Welsh, and translated by him into English. 9. Whole
Duty of Man, 10. Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted. 11. Mr. Gouge’s
Book. 12. Shepherd’s Sincere Convert. 13. Several Small Tracts by
Morgan Lloyd, originally in Welsh. 14. Hanes y Ffydd, originally in
Welsh. 1s. Bishop Griffyth on the Lotd’s Prayer and on the Creed,
_originally in Welsh. 16. Bishop Kenn on the Catechism. 17. Oxford
Catechism. 18, Bishop Williams’ Catechism. 19. Plain Man’s Way

" to Practise and Worship. 20. A Dialogue between a Protestant and a
. Papist. -21. Christian Monitor,  22. Dr. Sherlock on Death.  23.
Bishop Prideaux’s Euchologion. 24. Vicar Pritchard’s Poems. 25,

" Answer to the Excuses for not coming to the Sacrament. 26. Foulk
.Owen’s Collection of Religious -Poems.  27. Thos. Jones’ Collection
of Religious Poems. 28. Familiar Guide. 29. Help to Beginners.
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The names of other Correspondents and mem-
bers of the Society interested in Wales, will come
before us as we proceed to indicate briefly what
means had been taken, up to 1713, to revive religion
and disseminate religious knowledge in the Princi-
pality. In the transactions of the Society, we have
a great deal that bears upon this question, illustra-
ting both the spiritual needs of the people at the
time, and the fact that there were clergy and laity
in all parts of the country anxious to supply those
needs. The contrary of this fact, namely that the
clergy and laity of the Church in Wales in those
times were almost universally indifferent and corrupt,
has been maintained by most of those who have
hitherto professed to give an account of the religious
condition of the Principality in the eighteenth
century. That there were glaring administrative
abuses, and gross neglect of duty prevailing in the
Church of those days we are prepared to admits;
but that things were as bad as they are generally
depicted is not borne out by facts. The following
extracts, which could be considerably multiplied,
speak for themselves, and show that many Church-
men were ready both to acknowledge that there was
great need for reformation, and to use such means
as they could to promote it. The Society made
30. Ashton’s Method of Daily Devotion. 31. Pastoral Letter. 32. e,

Beveridge’s Sermon.  33. The Best Companion. 34. A Discourse of -

Prayer, originally in Welsh. 35, Bishop Taylor’s Holy Living.
36. Christian Guide. 37. The Best Guide. 4 Chapler in English
Church History, p. 117. o
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every effort to secure Correspondents in different
parts of the country, to whom they communicated
their readiness to assist in founding Charity Schools,
disseminating religious publications, establishing
lending libraries for the use of the Clergy, and in
encouraging the formation of societies for mutual
help and counsel.

In December, 1699, we find that Dr. Robert Wynne
of Gresford, and Mr. John Price3 of Wrexham, had com-
municated the letter of Dr. Evans to their respective local
Societies, with the result that those assembled in Wrexham
* rejoiced at the contents of it,” and that the Clergy to whom
Dr. Wynne communicated it, ¢ were well pleased with the
contents. of it,’ their union being to the same excellent
purpose, and that they had agreed upon two particulars : (x)
To bring an account of what practice each member observed
in his parish contrary to the rubrics and canons; ‘and (2)
that each person make a nofstia of his parish. In the same
month, communications are received by the Society (1) from
Mr. Robert Wynne, Rector of Llanddeiniolen, near or,
to the effect that ¢ the Bishop of Bangor had given a strict
charge to his Clergy to meet frequently,’ and had given them
direction to that purpose. That the Clergy of each Deanery
should unite ; and (z) from Dr. John Jones, Dean of Bangor,
from Beaumayis, ‘that he has set up schools for the poorer sort
at his own charge, but of late their poverty is so great that
they cannot allow themselves time to learn ; that he has
made it his business to recommend Dr. Bray’s design, but
taxes, want, and poverty is the constdnt answer ; that there

3 Writing on February 18th, 1700, Mr. Price informs the Society
¢¢ That the Clergy in Denbighshire and Flintshire have associated
according to the Bedfordshire model ; that they resolved to rectify what
was amiss in thémselves with respect to the rubrics and canons. To
send for a considerable number of small books.”
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are very few deluded people in those parts, and that ignor-
ance and unconcernedness are the reigning diseases.’ In
the following January, Mr. John Davies of Bodelwyddan,
writes  that the Clergy had met and agreed to the same
articles with those at Wrexham ; only deemed it proper to
remove their monthly lectures from place to place to receive
the Sacrament, and make a collection for the poor, and
distribute the alms every meeting. The Circular¢ letter
was communicated to all the Clergy there present.’ In
February, Mr. James Harries of Llantrisant, Glamorganshire,
informs the Society ‘ that he hath put up two schools, and set
up Catechetical lectures in his parish, and hopes his example
will obtain through the whole country.” Mr. Harries was a
very zealous and active member of the Society, and his
name comes before us frequently in the Correspondence.
Writing on March 1, 1699, he ¢ signifies his earnest desires
that the design may be successful, and promises to do what
in him lies to forward it; says he will communicate the
papers which shall be sent him by this Society to his brethren
of Monmouthshire, &c., 50 soon as he shall receive them, that
he has begun Catechetical lectures in the several chapels of
his great parish, and hopes to carry them on, together with
the schooling of poor children.” In a communication dated
June 21st, 1700, he writes ‘ that the design of this Society
was misrepresented by some officers of the Consistory Court
of Llandaf, as a contrivance to render a Convocation useless,
and to weaken the jurisdictions of the Episcopal Office, and
particularly that of their Courts. That he hopes to set up a
meeting of the Clergy every fortnight, that he will send to the
Bishop for hisleave,” &c. Under date of June 13, 1701, he

4 Two Circular letters had, up to this time, been issued by the Society,
in both of which its aims are fully set forth. They are printed on pages
36 and §3 of A Chapter in English Church History, being Minutés and
Correspondence of the S.P.C.K. for the years 1698-1704, from wlnoh
our quoa.hons for those years ate denved.

R
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sends the following letter to the Society: ¢ Recommends
Mr. George Howells, a justice of peace, a and very zealous
person, as a lay Correspondent with the Society. Says that
Catechetical lectures are promoted in divers places. That
the Psalms of David have been set to good tunes by some
private hands, and able ministers have taught them to the
people with great advantage That several of his parish-
ioners who are above five miles distant from the Church, do
neither frequent his nor any other assembly. That upon
discourse with the most sensible of them, he finds a spice of
of atheism or indifferency runs through the family, and has
done so for some generations.” Writing again on the roth of
August of the same year, he says that ¢ John Arnold, Esq.,
a justice of peace in Monmouthshire, would be very zealous
in promoting the business of reformation, if he had any of
the Society’s papers relating to the suppression of vice and
immorality ; and if he was writ to, has promised to correspond
with theSociety. Complains that the greatage and distance of
their Diocesan is an hindrance to them in the carrying on
their good designs, and that he has not exercised his episcopal
function, especially in Ordination and Confirmation of
children, for several years, which omission he wishes the
Archbishop would please to supply.’

On February 16, 1699, Mr. John Edwards, from
Llwydiarth, Montgomeryshire, writes ¢ that Dr. Wynne, the
Chancellor, approves of the design, that the Rural Dean of
Pola had summond his Clergy by a Circular letter, that they
had met and resolved on particulars conformable to their
brethren at Wrexham, too tedious here to insert; that they
intend to hold their meetings at two market towns alternately,
that in the whole Deanery there is but one Free School
endowed for poor children to learn to read, &c.; complains
of the great number of the poor, and how difficult it will be
to raise a fund for their education; gives a great character
of Mr. Vaughan of Liwydiarth, 2 gentleman with whom he
dwells; obliges his Curate to teach the youth of the parish
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where he resides not ; and in his other parish he has made
some advances towards settling a Free School, which will be
opened after Easter ; desires every clergyman in his neigh-
bourhood may have the printed account of the Society and
the Bedfordshire letter ; saith that it is not difficult .to put
in practice the design of reformation in those parts, the
Bishop of the Diocese being the general patron ; desires Dr.
Evans to write to the Rural Deans to forward the work.”
Mr. Arnold Bowen of Llangan, Pembrokeshire, writing
March 4, 1699, *‘Saith he had communicated the second
Circular letter of this Society to the Clergy at their monthly
lecture, February 29th past, in the town and county of Haver-
fordwest ; when the clergy then present, eight or nine in
number, formed themselves into a society, seven of whom
subscribed an obligation in this letter recited, that some
scruple the design for want of the mandate of their diocesan,
who, he saith, hath rather discouraged piety, &c., by
ridiculing their monthly lectures, &c.; that they have
drawn up a scheme for taking subscriptions for Schools,
whereunto most of the justices subscribed at their Quarter
Sessions, and that the roll were sent into the several
parishes; and hopes that Schools may be erected in the
most convenient places of the.county, and that Sir John
Phillips’ presence is much wanting to promeote it ; doubts
not of success, if the next Diocesan patronizes these
designs.’ .
Mr. Thomas Thomas of Carmarthen, writing July
aoth, 1700, says ¢ That the Magistrates of the County had,
pursuant to an instrument signed in Quarter Sessions, put
the laws in execution against profaneness, &c. and wrought
a visible reformation in the country. They obliged likewise
the officers and some of the chief inhabitants in every parish
to give informations, and got them to sign an instrument to
that purpose. That the Clergy in that County are associated,
have distributed many good books, and revived catechising.
Suggests that a method of setting up a small school in every
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parish should be proposed to the gentry.’ Writing again on
May 19, 1701, he says that ‘there is but one Society of the
Clergy consisting of 11 persons; no libraries ; few monthly
Sacraments ; no Papists ; and but few Quakers. There are
some Societies for reformation of manners which have been
so successful that drunkenness, swearing, profanation of the
Lord’s Day, &c., are generally suppressed, and the state of
religion very much mended ; no discouragements but the
want of a good Bishop which he heartily prays for,’ &c.

Mr. Lloyd of Allt y Cadno, a lay Correspondent of
the Society from Carmarthenshire, writes on August 1, 1700,
¢ That the Clergy and members of his Society are much en-
couraged by their correspondence with this Society. . . That
some of the prime Clergy are cautious about associating ;
he supposes they delay it till the Bishop is appointed. That
some cavil at the word association, and that has retarded
several gentlemen. That they are so dispersed that they
have few meetings unless accidentally, and some promise
to do their duty without entering into any Society, and
those that have entered themselves do meet once a month
or six weeks. That the proceedings of the Quarter Sessions
hath had a visible effect on the gentry. That the design of
Schools is most likely to take effect, when the manners of the
people are reformed, which they are now endeavouring.’

Mr. William Younge, another lay Correspondent from
Wrexham, writing November 8, 1700, and ‘speaking of the
corruptions of the age and their remedies, saith discipline
must be restored, catechising seriously applied to, and the
magistrate be vigorous and resolved in punishing vice. That
in Wales there is great want of Schools, and that in Wrexham
some gentlemen have promised to assist with their purses
and hopes others will follow the example.”

Mr. John Price of Wrexham, in a communication
dated October 4, 1701, ¢says that he has made strict inquiry
after Boreman (a fellow that imposed on the Lord Bishop
of London and Dr. Bray, being a concealed Papist, in the
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business of the Protestant Missions into North America),
but cannot yet hear of him. That as to their Society, they
find the gentry hearty and zealous enough in the matter of
Schools ; that he has one School set up already in his parish,
and a promise of subscriptions for more when they can have
fit persons to undertake the work, for that at present they
are in great want of persons thoroughly qualified for so good.
and necessary an employment.’

The entries in the Society’s minutes referring
to Wales become fewer and shorter as we go on,
but none the less instructive. We can only afford
to give a few more examples in this chapter. They
relate for the most part to the establishment of
Parochial Schools, the publication and distribution
of books, and the establishment of clerical libraries
in each of the four Welsh Dioceses, a project which
enjoyed the approval of the Welsh Bishops.
Liberal contributions towards these libraries were
received from England, as was the case in later
years, when funds were collected towards several
editions of the Welsh Bible. :

Under date of May 27, 1708, the following minute is.
recorded : * Another [letter] from Mr. Pember of Prender-
gast, who writes that Sir John Phillips has ordered Schools
to be set up at Maenclochog and Penally, in Pembrokeshire,
besides those mentioned in his former letters ; and that Mr.
Laugharne pays for the teaching of ten poor children of the
parish of St. Bride, and of six children in the parish ot
Marloes, and buys books for them; also that twenty-four
children are now taught at Llanychaer, the master’s salary
amounting to /48 15 o per annum.’

Under December 1ath, 1708, Mr. J. Harries *thanks
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the Society for the packet he has received ; that he is sorry
the Welsh Prayer Book is so incorrect ; that the Bishop of
Hereford was moved by it, and is now printing a very correct
edition which will be on better paper, with a better letter, in
octavo at about eighteen pence (?) value ; that a School of
about thirty boys was set up in that town, and taught in the
method recommended by the Society.’

December 19, 1709, William Lewis at Towyn, Merion-
ethshire, ‘thanks the Society for the packet he had received;
that he had dispersed the packet of last year to such good
effect that & Charity School of 15 children taught to read
and write is set up at Towyn upon a subscription of
A5 12 o per anoum.’

November, 1710, ‘John Vaughan, Esgre., of Derllys,
earnestly recommends it to the Society to make application
to the present Bishop of St. David’s to publish the late
Bishop's (7.e. Dr. Bull’s) intended circular letter, with such
alterations as he should think fit. He desires to know
whether the Society had ordered an advertisement relating
to the Young Christian’s Library. That two eminent divines
in that County desire to be corresponding members of the
Society, #iz., Mr. David Havard, Vicar of Abergwili, and
Mr Floyer, Vicar of Llandilo; that one Mr. Evans, a
Dissenting minister, did teach twelve poor children in
Carmarthen, and since thereis exception taken at the mention
of it, in the account of the Schools, Mr. Meyrick’s School of
20 boys “clothed ” may be inserted in the room thereof.
That he should be glad to see a tract composed to excite the
Clergy to read prayers with greater devotion and delibera-
tion.’

In the same year Mr. Thomas Owen, Oswestry,
informs the Society that there were in the Bluecoat School
at that town thirty poor children, taught by a mistress, the
boys to read and say their catechism, and Lewis’ explanation
upon it, by heart for 7/6, and another teaches [them] to
write and cast accounts for 2/6, The girls are taught to
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read, say their catechism, knit, sew, and spin for 1o/- each.
That the subscriptions and offertory amount to about £18
per annum.

Lending Libraries, chiefly for the use of the
Clergy, as already mentioned, were established in
the four Welsh Dioceses at this time, through the
generosity of the Society and its supporters.
Among its minutes for the year 1709, the following
entries occur : ‘‘ Bangor Lending Library sent to
Chester to be forwarded to Bangor. Valued at 460
5s. 2d.” *‘Lending Libraries prepared by order of
the Society. One sent to Cowbridge, diocese of
Llandaf, valued at £66 125. od. One ready to be
sent to the city of St. Asaph, valued at £66 3+. 84.”

The above extracts give us an idea of what was
done during the first twelve years of its history by the
Society and the local organisations it called forth,
for the revival of religion and the dissemination of
religious knowledge in the Principality. It illus-
trates the fact that, even at that time, there were
earnest men in the country, who felt and recognized
the need of a reformation, and were ready to employ
all the means in their power to promote it. The
work was taken up by representatives of all classes.
. The Clergy met together for mutual counsel and
encouragement ; the magistrates used their influ-
ence, and rich people gave their money ; Charity
Schools were put up for the education of the poor,
and wholesome literature was supplied by the
Society for distribution. The organisation had
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already spread over a great part of Wales, when
Griffith Jones was admitted by the Society as one
of its corresponding members in 1713. He was
“singularly fortunate in being surrounded by
" influential neighbours, who were in thorough sym-
‘pathy with the movement.  Sir John Phillips, and
~'his son, Mr. Thomas Phillips, vicar of Laugharne,
--Mr. John Vaughan, of Derllys,s Mr. Arnold Bowen,
Mr. Lloyd, Allt y Cadno, and Mr. Thomas, vicar of
_ Carmarthen, were all corresponding members of
_ the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.
Griffith Jones was promoted to the Rectory of
_ Llanddowror in 1716, by Sir John Phillips of Picton
Castle, ‘‘entirely,” we are informed by hisearliest bio-
- grapher, ‘“‘on account of his learning and piety, with-
" out Solicitations from Mr. Jones himself, or any of his
friends.”¢ Sir John Phillips had already proved him-
~ self an earnest Churchman, anxious for the spiritual
‘welfare of his countrymen, and had ample oppor-
tunities of knowing the merits of Griffith Jones, who
“apparently had been curate to his son, the Rev.
- Thomas Phillips, for two or three yearsat Laugharne.
He was married to Sir John’s half sister; but we

. S Prefixed to an edition of Vicar Pritchard’s Canwyll y Cymry,

published in 1714, by Thomas Durston, Shrewsbury, and signed John
Rhydderch, is ““an address to the Rev. and Hon. John Vaughan, Der-
llys, Carmarthenshire, thanking him for having helped forward the
production of the book, and also of the Dwyfolder Gymmunol, appended
toit.” See ** Vicar Pritchard,” by Mr. John Ballinger, ¥ Cymmrodor
xiii. 1899, p. 21. The *““Rev.” is probably a mistake, or there may have
. been two of the same name, father and son, one a clergyman, and the
- other a layman. S Sketck of Aés Life and Character, 1762, p. 5.
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have been unable to ascertain the date of his
marriage, or, indeed, but very little that is definite
concerning his married life. His wife died on the
sth of January, 1755, at the advanced age of 8o,
while his own death occurred on the 8th of April,
1761, at the age of 78. She was, therefore, about
eight years his senior. We have no means of
knowing anything of her character or disposition ;
but it is natural to conclude that she shared the views
of her brother and her husband, It appears from a
few passages of the latter’s letters to Madam Bevan,
that Mrs. Jones was always in delicate health. In
a letter dated October 2, 1736, he says that his ‘‘ poor
wife complains much of her usual pain;” and
in another dated December 5, 1737, he writes that
she ¢ has been extremely bad with a cough, which,
with a fit of scolding, reconciled her to take some
medicine, and she is much the better for it.”

Few details appear to have been preserved to
us respecting his life and work at Llanddowror
between 1716 and 1732. His name occurs a few
times only during those years in the minutes of the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. His
Correspondence with Madam Bevan, orwhat hasbeen
preserved of it, begins in the year 1732, and the
first published annual account of his Circulating
Schools appeared in 1738. We are therefore left
mostly to conjecture as to what occupied his attention
during those years. But we may be sure that he
was diligent and faithful in the discharge of his
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parochial duties, and a useful member of the Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge in its generous
efforts to benefit his countrymen. And we may
further reasonably surmise that he utilized this
period in studying theology, and in accumulating
that great store of knowledge which his subsequent
writings so abundantly proved that he possessed.
Both his letters and his publications give evidence
of his wide acquaintance with the writings of eminent
divines, and of his skill and power in the exposition
of Gospel truth, both in its doctrinal and practical
aspects. For every reformer that must succeed,
there must be a period of preparation; and we doubt
not but that it was the diligent use which Griffith
Jones made of the first twenty years of his minis-
terial life, which enabled him to bring through the
press so many valuable books'and pamphlets in
later years, when his hands were so full of the work
of organizing and controlling the vast and compli-
cated machinery of the Circulating Schools. We
only know of one literary work that he brought
through the press at this time, namely, an
abbreviated and compressed translation of The
‘Whole Duty of Man, ‘‘ for the benefit of the poor,”
&c., which was published at Shrewsbury in 1722.7

. Of hislabours as a Correspondent of the Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge during these
years, the minutes of the Society bear some witness.
Under date of July 23, 1712, it is stated that he

©T 7" 1See Liyfryddiacth y Cymry, p. 331
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undertake to print it [for] was five shillings each copy
in quires (subsequently reduced to four shillings
and sixpence), or six shillings bound in calf.”
The Society renewed their order to Mr. Treasurer,
‘“to subscribe for 100 copies in quires on the
terms of the proposal, the advance money to be
paid when the first sheet is printed off.” This was
the first edition of the Welsh Bible printed under
the auspices of the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge. It was brought out under the care of
the Rev. Moses Williams, at that time Vicar of
Llanwenog, in Cardiganshire, ‘““a gentleman of
good literature, who well understood the British and
the learned languages.”® We do not know the
number of copies printed on this occasion ; but the
edition was soon exhausted, as another was printed
in 1727. Besides the Bible and the Prayer Book,
other religious publications were issued at this time
by the Society for the benefit of Wales. We find
the Committee ordering the purchase of two thousand
copies- of a translation of Dr. Gibson’s Family
Devotions at £10 155. od. They also distributed
the Husbandman’'s Manual, the Book of Homilies,
and Companion fo the Altar, which had been
translated into. Welsh ; and it is interesting to note
that they entertained at this time the proposal of
translating into English Vicar Pritchard’s Welsh
Poems. Under date of January 24, 1724, it was

9 See Dr. Llewelyn's Versions and Editions of the Welsk Bidla,
1768, p. 52 v .
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recorded that Mr. Moses Williams had promised
to recommend the translating of Mr. Pritchard’s
Welsh Poems to the Rev. Mr. Morgan, Curate
of Matchin, in Essex.? A suggestion was made at
the same meeting by the Bishop of St. David’s,
‘‘ whether it would not be proper for the Society to
take measures for encouraging a new impression of
those Hymns in Welsh for the use of the people in
Wales, they being now out of print, or very scarce.”
This was referred to a Committee. At a subsequent
meeting, specimens of Mr. Morgan’s translation
were submitted, and highly approved of ; while the
Bishop of St. David’s reported that the Bishops of
St. Asaph and Bangor were willing to promote a
néw (Welsh) edition of Vicar Pritchard’s Poems.
The minutes of the Society supply us also with
evidence which shows that schools for the poor were
established wherever it was found possible, and we
find that their promoters had occasionally to clothe
some of the children who attended them. It was

1 The following note in manuscript is attached to a copy of the 1745
edition of Mr. Morgan’s translation of Bishop Green’s Meditation, &e. :
¢¢ John Morgan, M. A., was a native of Llanfyllin, Diocese of St. Asaph,
Co. Montgomery. Having been curate of this parish, he published in
Welsh a translation of Bishop Green’s Meditations on Death, Judgment,
Heaven, and Hell, for the use and benefit of his former parishioners in
1714, being at that time vicar of Matchin, Co. Essex. He died there
27th February, 1732. He made the gravel walk and planted the yew
tree, now, in 1835, flourishing in Matchin Churchyard. H. A.E.” It
appears from LYyfryddiaetk y Cymry, p. 281, that the first Welsh
“edition of Bishop Green’s little work was issued in 1707. We do not
know what became of Mr. Morgan’s translation of Vicar Pritchard’s
Poems, of which the only English version we know of is the one made
by the Rev. W. Evans, Vicar of Llawhaden, and published in 1771,
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principally the colossal work which he accomplished
in connection with this branch of the Society’s opera-
tions that rendered the name of Griffith Jones
famous for alltime. For it must not be forgotten that
he looked upon his Welsh Circulating Schools as
part of the Society’s work in Wales. In his third
Letter to a Friend, dated October 11, 1739, he says
that the design of his Schools ¢¢ is formed to serve no
other end but the honour of God, the advancement
of our holy religion, and the spiritual welfare of our
poor fellow-creatures through their and our common
Lord and Saviour, and [they are] carried on as part
of the laudable, but more extensive, labours of the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.” To
his work in connection with these Schools we shall
now direct our attention.



CHAPTER 1V.
THE WELSH CIRCULATING SCHOOLS.

¢ YGNORANCE is the mother and nurse of

impiety,” wrote Griffith Jones in one of his
powerful letters ¢ to a Friend,” in which he explains
the needs, the methods and the objects of his
Schools. Wales had lapsed into the most profound
ignorance during the latter half of the seventeenth
century, and ignorance had brought in its train the
usual deplorable consequences to morals and
religion. That a better state of things, at least with
regard to the education of the people, existed in
Wales in the latter part of the sixteenth century,
and the earlier part of the seventeenth, we know
from trustworthy witnesses. To cite only one.
Humphrey Llwyd, an eminent Welsh antiquarian,
wrote in 1568, that:

“Of late, however, the [Welsh people] are applying
themselves to settle in towns, learn mechanics, engage in
commerce, cultivate the soil very successfully, and under-
take all other public duties equally with Englishmen, and
even surpassing them in this matter, that no Welshman is so
poor but that he sends his children to school to be educated
for some length of time, while he sends those who make
good progress in their studies to the Universities, compelling
them to apply themselves principally to the study of law.
Hence it is that the majority of those who follow the legal
and the ministerial professions in this realm are Welshmen.
And few you will find among the common people who cannot
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read and write their own language, and play on the harp
after their manner.”*

All historians agree in testifying that among the
special characteristics of the Welsh people are their
thirst for knowledge, and their aptitude for learning.
And this testimony is amply confirmed by the
history of Griffith Jones’ Circulating Schools, as
will be seen when we come to deal with their
progress and results.

The causes that moved him to establish and to
extend these Schools were the ignorance and the
irreligion of his countrymen, and the sense of his
own responsibility. In the first of his Letters to
a Friend, dated March 30, 1738, while referring to
the great importance of Catechising, he proceeds :

“In this way, Sir, it came to be discovere;i here, how
deplorably ignorant the poor people are who cannot read,
even where constant preaching is not wanting, while
catechising is omitted. This melancholy discovery of the
brutish, gross, and general ignorance in things pertaining to
salvation, gave great thoughts of keart, and painful concern ;
the case being the same, if not worse, in most other places
as here, and difficulties being found in teaching knowledge
to those who cannot read, after many years’ practice of the

above method, it occurred at length to wish for rather [than]
any hopeful prospect to set up, Welsk Charity Schools.”

In the second of these letters he writes thus :
“The work is great, and requires the joint endeavours

s Commentarioli, ed, 1572, pp. 49, 50. See rhe whole passage
translated in the Author’s Welsh CAurch and Welsh thuuldy

Bangor, Jarvis & Foster, p. 33
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of many, according to their several capacities. It cannot
be innocently omitted by any. The necessity of doing all
that can be |done] is very urgent and pressing ; for it must
be done, or multitudes of precious souls will be undone for
want of it; which I wish may not only stir up many to
join you in all the branches of your laudable employments
this way, but excite all serious men to engage their most
importunate prayers for the success of it; and may divine
grace awaken the gratitude of those who receive the benefit
thereof to praise the Lord.

I have next a disagreeable, and perhaps an insuper-
able task, to let you know, Sir, how void of that necessary
Christian knowledge the generality of all people are in this
country. A melancholy consideration! I cannot dwell long
upon it. It is incredible to all (who do not frequently and
thoroughly examine the people, to know by experience) how
little it is that prodigious numbers know of the essential
doctrines and necessary duties of religion; and therefore
wretchedly depraved and vicious; baving hardly any better
account to give of God and His perfections, of Christ and
His Gospel, of the terms of Salvation, or of their own
spiritual state, and of the duties they owe to God and man,
than if they bad not been born in a Christian country.
And indeed, how can they know these things, except one
teach them? It is but few, very few in comparisan, that
could escape this deplorable ignorance, when the parents
cannot teach the children, and have not wherewith to give
them any schooling ; and therefore-in many parts here (as I
informed you, Sir, some time before). few can say the Creed
and the Lord’s Prayer, and others say them so corruptly as
scarce to be understood, not knowing a letter in a book of
their own, or any other language. A worthy correspondent
wrote me word lately, that a large parish in his neighbour-
hood, where he desired a Welsh School, had not twelve
peoplé i it who could read the Word of God in any
language ; which shows that some method to redress this
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grievance is no less necessary here (but I hope from the
favourable disposition of the poor towards the present
attempt of the Welsh Charity Schools is likely to be more
successful) than in either of the Indies. But we are to pray
‘that God may encourage and prosper all means of grace
and knowledge everywhere.’ ”

The means of Education in Wales at this time
were, of course, very inadequate. There were about
twenty-five or thirty Grammar Schools which had
been established at various dates from the thirteenth
century downwards. To most of these schools, a
number of boys were admitted practically free of
charge, and by means of the education received at
them, many Welsh lads had risen from time to time
to positions of eminence and trust. It is, however,
very probable that the general decay and depression
of the times had affected them injuriously, and had
caused them to fall into a state of comparative
inefficiency. But besides these old Grammar
Schools, other schools more elementary and acces-
sible to the people had, in 1675, been established in
fifty-one of the principal towns of Wales, by Mr.
Thomas Gouge, assisted by Dr. Tillotson,s after-
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, and other friends
of Wales. An aggregate of about a thousand
children attended these schools, in which instruction
was given in the English language. These
endeavours stimulated other Welsh towns to make
similar provisions for elementary education. It is

sNot Archbishop Tenison, as asserted by Achdeacon Bevan,
Dsocesan History of St. David's, S.P.C.K., p. 194.
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to this movement that Sir Thomas Phillips refers in
his excellent work on Wales, when he says that ‘¢ it
was in Wales that a systematic attempt was first
made to provide schools for the poor by the volun-
tary subscriptions of individuals.”3 It should also
be mentioned that the Society formed by Mr. Gouge
and his associates, had for its object, besides the
education of children, the circulation ‘¢ of the Holy
Scriptures, the Book of Common Prayer, and other
good books in the Welsh language.”4

“The following engagement was entered into by the
Associated Members : Whereas there are 2000 copies of a
treatise called the Practice of Fiety, formerly translated into
Welsh, as also some thousands of other licensed Welsh
Works, and of our Churck Cateckism, and a Practical
Exposition, now printing, the buying of which to be freely
given to poor families in Wales, would be a singular work
of charity, leading to the good of many hundreds who other-
wise might be destitute of the means of knowledge ; and in
regard that few poor children are there brought up to
reading, it would be another good work of charity to raise
and maintain several Schools for teaching the poorest of
Welsh children to read English, and the boys to write and
cast accounts, whereby they will be enabled to read our
English Bibles and treatises, to be more serviceable to the
country, and to live more comfortable in the world ; we,
therefore, whose n