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LIFE OF REV. MANASSEH CUTLER.

CHAPTER XIII.

Ri:r. D.wiEi, Story—Lkttkrs to Generai, Putn.\m—Dr. Cutler's Ch.\rge

AT Mu. Story's Okuinatio.x—Ohio Uxiveusity—Diauy, 1800.

The Rev. Daniel Story, who left Dr. Cutler's house in No-

vember, 1788, to go as a religious teacher to the settlement at

Marietta, where he arrived in March, 1789, had cheerfully

borne the privations and perils of pioneer life. He had en-

countered a year of famine and the dangers of nearly five

years of Indian warfare, faithfully preaching the Gospel, whei

his hearers came to attend the Sabbath services armed Avith

their I'ifles
;
and he went to the outposts, Belpre and Waterford,

when a military guard was necessary for his protection. On
the return of peace, he gathered together those to whom the

Word was precious, and formed them into a Church of Christ,

at Marietta, the first Congregational Church ever established

west of the Alleghany Mountains. Then, after more than

eight years of arduous missionary labor, he went back to Mas-

sachusetts. A call from the people Avho had so long enjoyed
his ministrations, and still earnestly desired to have them

continued, followed him to his eastern home :

Feh. 6, 1798.

The Church of Christ, consisting of members residing at Mari-

etta and its vicinity, to our beloved Brother, Daniel Story,

sendeth greeting :

It has given us much satisfaction to have the Subscribers to

the Association for the support of Teachers of Religion and

Morality in these settlements concur with us in our choree and

election of you to the office of Pastor of the Church, and the

temporal provision which they have made for your support,
vox,, it. 1 (1)
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and of which you "will be informed by the Trustees of the

Association.

The Church and People being thus united in their call, and

election of you to the work of the ministry among us, we hope
and trust that our application will not be in vain

;
that our

Unanimity in the Invitation, the great need there is of minis-

terial Labor in this part of the harvest, will overcome all dis-

couragements that may be in your mind, and that you will soon

return an answer in the affirmative.

We are, in the Fellowship of the Gospel, and in the name

and behalf of the Church, RuFUS Putnam,
JosiAH Hart,
Abner Lord,

Comviittee.

The amount of salary offered to Mr. Story by the Trustees

of the Association (Rufus Putnam, Israel Putnam, and Robert

Oliver) was three hundred dollars annually, to be paid
" while

you shall continue to carry on the work of the ministry with

this Church and people. Seventy-five dollars quarter-yearly."

Mr. Story's return to his post in the wilderness involved

much self-denial. In his answer to the call, he says :

" The

sum oflFered for my support is, perhaps, as much as your pres-

ent circumstances will authorize
;
but it is not more than half

the sum that I can receive in this country as a candidate, with

prospects of a permanent support still more advantageous.

Vacancies are numerous, and Candidates for the Gospel Min-

istry are scarce.

" In addition to this, I am in a settled country, enjoying
various means of Improvement, besides Books, to all kinds of

which I have free access. I am surrounded by my connections,

as Avell as my Fathers and Brethren in the ^linistry, whose

counsel, intervicAvs, and remarks are both pleasing and improv-

ing. My Relations, averse to a separation perhaps forever,

used every argument to dissuade me from returning. These

considerations have had their effect upon my mind.
"
But, on the other hand, influenced by a strong attachment

to my Brethren and Friends in the Western Country, which I

believe to be reciprocal, taking into view your peculiar situation,
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entertaining a hope that I shall be more extensively useful to

the cause of religion, and expecting finally to be placed in an

agreeable situation with respect to support, I feel disposed to

accept your call."

April 12, 1798, Dr. Cutler wrote to Judge Putnam on this

subject. From a draft of this letter some extracts are here

given :

"
By my last, you will be informed of the delivery of

your letter to Mr. Story. Since that time, we have had re-

peated conversations on the subject of your invitation. He
has now concluded to give his answer in the affirmative. His

attachment to you, to the people who have invited him, and to

the Country, you may be assured, has induced him to make no

small sacrifices in giving up his prospects here. In Beverly,
where he is now preaching, and wherever he has preached in

this vicinity, he has rendered himself very acceptable to the

people. The present scarcity of Candidates heightens the

probability that he might have been invited to settle in some

of our best Coi^gregations, where much larger salaries are

given than you have offered. Those now given are from four

hundred to a thousand dollars per annum, and frequently some

other perquisites besides.

" I can in truth declare I know of no subject which lies with

so much weight upon my mind as that your settlement may be

furnished with a number of able and faithful ministers, that

foundations may be early laid for Congregational Churches

and Societies. I conceive their form of government and dis-

cipline to be congenial to the true spirit of liberty, and more

conducive to the civil and religious interests of the people
than any other in the Christian Avorld. The happy effects

have long been experienced in every part of New England,
and which, in my opinion, gives them many advantages above

any other part of the Union. Convinced I am that religious

establishments and social worship are essentially necessary, in

a civil view, to the well-being of society, especially under a

free government, if no regard is had to the interesting concerns

of a future world. You can not be too solicitous to have them

early established in your rising settlement.
" You will at once see the sacrifices Mr. Story must make

in returning to you. I most sincerely congratulate you on his
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determination to do so. May it endear him to you, and may
you regard him not only for his amiable personal qualities,

but for his work's sake. And may he prove a great blessing

to rising Churches, to Christian Societies, and to the cause

and interests of our blessed Lord and Redeemer."

May 15, 1798. The Cliurch in Marietta and vicinity
" voted

unanimously that the Rev. Manasseh Cutler be and he is hereby

appointed Agent for and in behalf of this Church, to join with

Mr. Story, the Pastor elect, in convening an Ecclesiastical

Council for the purpose of ordaining the Pastor elect. And
that Dr. Cutler represent this Church in all matters necessary
for havino; the said ordination effected. Attest : Rufus Put-

nam, Clerk." The Trustees of the Association for the support
of Teachers of Religion and Morality, at Marietta, also ap-

pointed Dr. Cutler their Agent to represent them in all matters

pertaining to Mr. Story's ordination, of which event the fol-

lowing letter gives a detailed account :

\_To General Putnam^

Hamilton, Oct. 23, 1798.

Dear Sir:—Expecting that Mr. Story would return soon

after his ordination, I delayed writing by the Post. But the

sickness at Philadelphia, and the printing the ordination Ser-

mon, which is now just out of press, has detained him. He
is now with me, and proposes to set out for Boston next Mon-

day, where he is obliged to tarry a few days, and then will go
on for Marietta. He has informed you of his ordination on

the 15th of August. For the honor of our company and the

Western Territory, we thought it best to call a respectable

council. We jointly addressed letters missive to eleven

churches, all of whom complied, and the council was formed

at my house, at ten in the morning. The council consisted of

gentlemen of as much respectability as, perhaps, was ever

convened in an Ecclesiastical council in the county of Essex.

They expressed much satisfaction with the regularity' of the

proceedings of the church and association at Marietta. We
dined at half past twelve, and at two the procession was formed,

and we walked to the Meeting House through a crowd of spec-

tators. Though the day was somewhat rainy, a very large
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concourse of people were collected. Some hundreds, I be-

lieve, were unable to get into the Meeting House. To prevent

accident, the galleries were previously secured by supporters ;

and to prevent disorder, I had requested the constables to at-

tend, with their staves of office. The solemnity Avas intro-

duced and closed with anthems adapted to the occasion.

Through the whole of the service there was the most perfect

order and decorum. Never have I seen so large an assembly

preserve through the whole of the exercises so profound a

solemnity. We have had the pleasure to hear that the au-

dience were much pleased and gratified. I thought it best

that there should be a formal result of council, though not

common at ordinations, which was done, and is printed, to-

gether with the charge and Right Hand of Fellowship, and an-

nexed to the sermon. The council ordered the several parts

as follows : Rev. Dr. Barnard, of Salem, introductory prayer ;

Rev. Mr. Isaac Story preached ;
Rev. Mr. Forbes, the ordain-

ing prayer ;
the charge Avas assigned to me

; Right Hand of

Fellowship, Rev. Mr. Wadsworth, of Danvers
;
and concluding

prayer, Rev. Mr. Dana, of Ipswich. It was my expectation

that the company at my house would be large, but it Avas

greater than I had contemplated, though our provision Avas

sufficient. We dined upAvard of an hundred, and a very large

number at tea. It is but doing justice to our people to in-

form you that general provision was made for company, and

many of the inhabitants of the toAvn entertained as large

numbers as they, probably, Avould have done if it had been an

ordination of their OAvn.

We have met with great difficulty in getting a can-

didate. Several that seemed inclined to go have disappointed
us. Soon after the ordination, Mr. Perkins (son of Dr. Per-

kins, of Plainfield, in Connecticut) came to my house, and

agreed to accept your terms. Mr. Story being then with us,

we agreed with him that he should go on to Connecticut, and

obtain ordination at large, and be ready to go on with Mr.

Story, Avho was to call upon him. But, a little time after, he

wrote us that his health Avas such that he thought he should

not be able to go, and desired that Ave Avould engage somebody
else. Since that time Ave have met Avith no other candidate
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disposed to go, and had A^ery much given up the hope of ob-

taining one. Early yesterday morning Mr. Perkins came to

my house, and finding no one was engaged, proposed to go,

and appeared much engaged. I mentioned, as I liad done be-

fore, the necessity of his receiving ordination, -which I con-

ceived to be of great importance to the settlement there, as

installations and ordinations might then be performed in the

country. He assured me that he should not be Avilling to go
unless he was ordained, as it was his intention to spend his

days there
;
and one strong inducement was, that his sister

Avas lately married to a son of Colonel Putnam, who, with

young Dr. Putnam anrl his wife, had set out for the country,

He likewise said it Avas necessary that he should t% ordained

here, for otherAvise he could not be ready to go with Mr.

Story. I readily consented to provide for the council, and

have the ordination in our Meeting House. The time was so

short before Mr. Story would go, that the utmost dispatch Avas

necessary. As there Avas not occasion to apply to churches,

but only to a suitable number of ministers, the ordination

might take place as soon as they could be convened, and

proper arrangements made. We fixed on the next Thursday,
that he might have time to return home on Friday and Satur-

day. We also agreed on eight ministers Avho should be re-

quested to attend and assist. He proposed to set out im-

mediately for Mr. Story, Avho was at Cape Ann, and to get

him to my house as soon as possible, Avhich he did. It being

so sudden a matter, I thought it best to go to each of the

ministers myself. Having dispatched messengers to different

parts of the tOAvn, to notify the people, and request them to

attend the service at 2 o'clock on Thursday, I set out myself
to see the ministers Ave had agreed to invite. Having seen a

number of them, I returned last evening, and found Mr. Story
and Mr. Perkins

; but, to my extreme mortification, found

that Mr. Perkins had thought, upon the Avhole, that he must

go to Plainfield to be ordained. This Avas a point that, after

all that could be said, he could not give up. We then agreed
that the day of his ordination should be the 14th Sept., at

Plainfield, and that Mr. Story should be present and take a

part in the service
;
that he should be ready to set out im-
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mediately after on his journey. Having thus agreed, he set

out this morning for Connecticut, while I was obliged to send

off messengers to prevent both ministers and people from

assembling. We have full testimonials that Mr. Perkins is a

young gentleman of an unblemished character, a serious mind,

and good heart, and that he is possessed of very handsome

abilities. My personal acquaintance Avith him is too short to

make up any opinion of my own. His manners are pleasing,

and conversation agreeable. As to his popularity as a

preacher, I am quite a stranger, having never heard him

preach. I believe, ho.wevcr, that his nerves are excitable, and

constitution rather slender. If he goes on, I hope he will be

acceptable and useful as a minister. But, I must say I very
much fear that, after all, he will fail of going. Finding that

it must be considerable time before Mr. Story will reach

Marietta, and conceiving it would be agreeable to you to hear

from him (who sends his best regards to you, your family, and

all his friends). I have sat down to wu-ite, and shall forward

this letter by post. The circumstances respecting Mr. Per-

kins have made such an impression upon my mind that I could

not help giving them in detail (which has intolerably length-

ened out my letter), and must beg you to pardon me. Mr.

Story has been very fortunate in having had almost constant

preaching
—

scarcely lost a day. I have been able to obtain

his assistance only one day
—the day after his ordination.

With sincere regards to any inquiring friends, I am.
With sincere affection.

Your most humble serv't,

M. Cutler.

If you should see my son, I will thank you to inform him

that we are all well, and, if you please, acquaint him with the

circumstances of the ordination. Will you be so kind as to

inform me respecting the Land Tax ? Are you to have a gen-
eral Assembly this Autumn ? What is the state of our settle-

ment ? What is the probable number of settlers on the whole

purchase ? Are you Federal ? We hope Bonaparte is a

prisoner, but have our fears. I sent a letter received from my
son, containing an account of the celebration of Independence
at Waterford, to Russell, Editor of the " Sentinel." He was
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much pleased Avith the information, and prepared a long intro-

duction for his paper ; but, putting it into his pocket and go-

ing into the street, he lost both introduction and letter, and

has never been able to find them. This prevented their pub-
lication. Pray favor me with a line. Can I be of any further

service in endeavoring to procure candidates, or in any other

way? You only have to command. Mr. Gerry is said to re-

turn a Federalist. He was at first little noticed by the first

Federal characters, but attended by almost all the Jacobins,

He landed at Long Wharf about one. The Federalists, by

agreement, took not the least notice of him as he walked up
State Street

;
not a hat Avas moved. It is reported that he

declares no American can form any idea of the corruption and

baseness of the French Government; that nothing happened
Avhile the other envoys remained to be compared with what

took place afterward
;
that for several weeks he had not the

least hope that he should ever see his native country, or even

live from one day to another
;
that scenes of their corruption

will be published when Congress meet which will astonish the

world
;
that the measures of government are the only meas-

ures that can save us—we must stand upon our own legs, or

inevitably fall
;

that he is pleased with the spirit of the

country. Many continue, however, to blame him. It is also

said that, on a visit to our good President, he gave him much

better satisfaction than the President expected ;
that the

President, however, can not get over his committing himself to

Talleyrand, and engaging to keep a secret from the other

envoys. Such is report.

[To General Putnam.^

Hamilton, Od. 31, 1798.

Dear Sir :—Finding it would be long before Mr. Story would

arrive at Marietta, and not having written to you since his

ordination (expecting Mr. Story to set out soon), I wrote a

few days ago by post. This being so favorable an opportunity,

though I have nothing material to mention, I can not omit

embracing it. In my last, I informed you that Mr. Perkins

had agreed to go on as a candidate with Mr. Story, and had

gone to Connecticut, where he proposed to be ordained at
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laro;e. I think it doubtful whether he will be ordained, and,

indeed, whether he goes with Mr. Story. My sole view in

proposing that the candidate should be ordained at large before

he went was, that the people in your country might be freed

from the great inconvenience of sending a gentleman whom

they might elect for their minister to New England to be or-

dained, and that ordination m-ight be regularly performed in

the Western Country. Since Mr. Perkins left us, I have

thought much on the subject, and examined into the usages

and precedents to be found in the History of the Congrega-

tional Churches since the first settlement of America. I am

now clear in the opinion that, considering the particular circum-

stances of your country, it will be in order, and in conformity

to apostolic example, for Mr. Story with his church, and with

such other churches as may be formed, to perform ordination.

The ordaining prayer (after sermon) and the charge are con-

sidered as the acts which invest the minister with the Pastoral

office. These ought to be performed by Mr. Story. In Boston,

it has been almost an invariable practice for the minister to

be ordained to preach his own ordination sermon. It Avould

not be improper for the ordaining council to appoint any one

of their members, who might, beforehand, prepare himself to

give the Right Hand of Fellowship. I find a number of the

most respectable ministers in this vicinity perfectly agree with

me in this opinion. When opportunity presents, I hope you
will have the satisfaction of seeing ordinations solemnized in

your towns. If I can do any thing in getting candidates to

go on, I shall do it with the greatest pleasure. You will find

in the charge to Mr. Story reference to the Ancient Works,

with an explanatory note. The dimensions are taken from

your survey, and, I conceive, are perfectly correct. What is

said of the opening of the large mound, and the skeleton, etc.,

is taken from a letter from Major Sargent. It is doubtful in

my mind whether the opinion I have advanced respecting the

design of the different works and mounds will accord with

yours. The limits of the note did not permit me to give any
reasons which have led to my present opinion. I should have

mentioned many things respecting the tribes westAvard of the

Mississippi, and some on this side, Avhich I have met with in a
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v.ariety of histories, but it would have drawn out the note to a

length that could not be admitted in this publication. I

should have mentioned other names besides Governor St. Clair

as being present when the trees were examined, if I had not

been under the absolute necessity of being as concise as pos-
sible. I think the account of the circles, which determined

the age of the trees, ought to be preserved. Perhaps it may
be well to do it in this way, as it will be in the possession of

many people, both here and with you. ... In the news-

papers, we are told there is to be a general court held at

Marietta this autumn. If there is, will you be so kind as to

give me a sketch of their doings ? It would be a satisfaction

to be informed of the probable number of people on our pur-
chase and the present state of the settlements. When you
find leisure, pray be so kind as to favor me with a line. In

the mean time, be assured that I am.

Your most affectionate friend and humble serv't,

Hon. Judge Putnam. M. Cutler.

charge by rev. dr. cutler, at the ordination of rev. mr.

story, pastor of the church at marietta, ohio, given

at hamilton, mass., august 15, 1798.

You are noAv, Sir, by the laying on of hands, and solemn

prayer to God, set apart to the work of the Gospel Ministry.

To your special care and charge are committed the Church and

Christian Society at Marietta, by whose express desire you
are ordained their pastor. In the name of the great Head of

the church, we most solemnly charge you to be a faithful min-

ister of the gospel. Take heed to the ministry which you
have received and fulfill it. Preach the word in its purity and

simplicity. Let the most interesting truths, contained in the

oracles of God, be the leading subjects of your public dis-

courses. Apply yourself Avitli zeal and industry to the duties

of your office. Improve the talent you have received, and

bring to the people the beaten oil of the Sanctuary. Shun not

to declare the whole counsel of God. As a wise instructor,

teach every man
;
as a true watchman, warn every man

;
as a

faithful shepherd, feed, in all seasons, the flock of God, feed

Christ's sheep, feed his lambs. You are engaging in the work
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of tlie ministry at a time when infidelity is openly professed,

when it is propagated with artful industry. Attend to the in-

ternal and external evidences of divine revelation, and be al-

ways ready with those substantial arguments, in support of

the authenticity of the Scriptures, which will silence gain-

sayers and evince the reasonableness of the Christian faith.

My Brother ! Take heed to yourself. Instruct your people

by your own example ;
live the religion you recommend to

them. Let it be your concern that the temper of your mind,

as well as the tenor of your conduct, accord with the spirit of

the gospel. Feel 3'our dependence, and, by ardent and daily

supplication, seek to Heaven for divine influence. In the

course of your services at the Altar of God, you are to ad-

minister the sacraments of the New Testament, baptism, and

the Lord's supper to all proper subjects, making the word of

God your rule, and strictly adhering to the sacred institutions.

You are to preside in the government of the church with pru-

dence and firmness. You are to dispense the discipline of

God's house with faithfulness and impartiality. You are now,

Sir, vested with power to ordain and separate others to the

work of the ministry. In the new and extended country
where you are to labor we hope there will be frequent occa-

sions for the exercise of this part of the ministerial office.

We must give it in solemn charge, that you commit this trust

to faithful men—to such as are able to teach others, to men

Avhose acquirements and whose characters will not be a re-

proach to the ministry. Remember, you are to lay hands sud-

denly on no man. To see the many new societies now form-

ing in your vicinity supplied with able and faithful ministers,

must be an object near your heart. It is in every view highly

important -to them, for it intimately concerns their political

and social as well as their spiritual and eternal interests.

There is no description of men capable of doing more, in pro-

moting the peace, order, and real prosperity of an infant

country,' than wise, active, and faithful ministers. May it

never be forgotten that an unlearned, unskillful, and immoral

ministry is one of the greatest evils that can befall the church

of God. Sensible that to you the care of souls is committed,

you will watch for them as one that must give an account. In
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the course of your rainistr}', you are to expect to meet with

trials and discouragements of different kinds. Providence has

cast your lot among a people collected from various parts of

the world, bringing Avitli them the sentiments, habits, and

manners they had previously contracted. Difficult must be

the task of rendering yourself useful and acceptable to them

all, while you faithfully discharge the duties of your office.

To engage their attention, you must endeavor to acquire their

confidence. To recommend religion, and illustrate its amiable

tendency, you must persevere in a constant solicitude to pro-

mote their best good. Prudence will be indispensably req-

uisite, and without it, every other qualification will be of little

avail. You will need the wisdom of the serpent and the inno-

cence of the dove. From the assiduous exertions of the peo-

ple of your charge to obtain and enjoy the stated ministra-

tions of the gospel, and the pleasing unanimity and aflFcction

with which they have elected you to be their pastor, after a

probationary trial of more than eight years, you must derive

the encouraging hope of their cheerful concurrence in render-

ing your labors agreeable and successful. May you, on your
return to them, be received as an ascension gift of our blessed

Lord.

You have the honor, Sir, to be the first regularly ordained

and settled minister of the Congregational denomination in

that extensive country westward of the Alleghany Mountains.

We who are convinced that this denomination is most con-

formable to the Sacred Scriptures, and, from long experience,

think it most consistent with the rights of conscience and re-

ligious liberty, most congenial with our National Government,
and most friendly to those numerous municipal advantages
which well-formed Christian societies endeavor to promote, feel

much satisfaction in seeing it transplanted into that growing

country. You, Sir, are going to a country favorable to a high

degree of population, capable of supporting, and probably will

one day contain inhabitants as numerous as those of the At-

lantic States. You are entering on an active scene, and the

noblest motives to exertion will continually present themselves

to your view. To behold a country which was lately, very

lately, a howling wilderness, the gloomy abode of numerous
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savage tribes, the haunts and lurking-phices of the cruel in-

vaders of our defenseless frontiers, regardless of age and sex,

sporting with the agonies of captives v^^hile expiring under

their infernal tortures—a people ignorant of the true God and

devoted to their heathen rites and barbarous superstitions ;

to see this country so rapidly changing into cultured fields,

inhabited by civil and well-regulated societies, peaceably en-

joying the fruits of their enterprise, industry, culture, and

commerce ;
to hear the voice of plenty, urbanity, and social

enjoyment; above all, to see it illumined by the pure and be-

nevolent religion of the gospel, enjoyed in all its regular min-

istrations and divine ordinances. To behold scenes and events

like these. My Brother, are not merely pleasing contempla-

tions, they are animating motives to zeal and activity in your
ministerial labors. It would have afforded great additional

happiness to have seen the savage tribes converted to the

Christian faith, but it gives much satisfaction, and may pre-

pare the way for the introduction of the gospel among them,

that a peace, wise and just in its principles, and which prom-
ises a permanent duration, has been concluded with them.

Government having fairly and honorably purchased of them

their right to the soil, they are quietly retreating to distant

parts of the Avilderness. I can not forbear reminding you, my
dear sir, that on the very ground where you are statedly to

dispense the gospel you behold those ancient ruins, those ex-

tended walls and elevated mounds, which were erected many

years ago. These works must have required for years the

labors of thousands, and are certain indications that vast num-

bers of the natives once inhabited this place. When these an-

tiquities are minutely examined, they induce a belief that part

of them, at least, are the monuments of ancient superstition.

Their temples and their idols Avere probably placed on the el-

evated square mounds, where the ceremonies of their gloomy,
heathenish devotions were performed. On these mounds, in all

probability, numerous human sacrifices have been oftered. May
we adore that Providence which is now planting on this mem-

orable spot the evangelical religion of Jesus. Here may it be

permanently established, and may its benign influence be ex-

tended throughout every part of the American world. Here
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may you, sir, be long continued a faithful and successful min-

istei'. In contemplating the magnitude and importance of the

work to which you are this day solemnly consecrated, well

may you ask: Who /.s sujjicieni for these thmgs ? Trust not in

your own strength, but in Him whose grace is sufficient for

you. Feel the influence, not merely of those local considera-

tions which your particular situation so naturally suggests,

but of those great truths and momentous concerns which the

gospel will continually present to your view. You are now
about to take your leave, probably a final leave of ^^our near-

est connections. May the painful hour of parting with them

be cheered by the reflection that you are going on a great and

useful, an honorable and glorious errand, a work which holy

angels would with pleasure perform. Those benevolent spirits

who sang praises to God in the highest, because there was on

earth, peace and good will toward men, Avould cheerfully be

employed in turning men from the error of their ways, and

saving souls from death.

Go, then, my Friend, and the God of peace be with you.

NOTE TO DR. CUTLER's CHARGE AT THE ORDINATION OF REV. DAN-

IEL STORY, AUGUST 15, 1798.

Vestiges of ancient works, of which the present natives re-

tain no tradition, are found in various parts of the western

territory. Of those that have yet been discovered, the works

at Marietta are of the greatest magnitude. Their situation

is on an elevated plain. They consist of walls and mounds of

earth, in direct lines, and in square and in circular forms.

The largest square contains 40 acres. On each side are three

openings, at equal distances, resembling twelve gateways.
The smallest square contains 20 acres, with a gateway in the

center of each side. At the angles of the squares are open-

ings similar to those at the sides. The walls, which were made

of earth, were not thrown up from ditches, but raised by bring-

ing the earth from some distant place, or taking it up uni-

formly from the surface of the plain. They, were probably
made of equal height and breadth, but the waste of time had

rendered them lower and broader in some parts than in

others. By an accurate measurement they were found to be
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from 4 to 8 feet in height, and from 25 to 26 feet, at the base,

in breadth. Two parallel walls, running from an angle of the

largest square toward the Muskingum River, which seemed to

have been designed for a covered way, were 175 feet distant

from each other, and measured on the inner side, in the most

elevated part, 24 feet in height, and 42 feet broad at the base.

Within and contiguous to the squares, are many elevated

mounds, of a conic form and of different magnitudes. The

most remarkable of the mounds within the walls are three, of

an oblong square form, in the great square. The largest of

these is 188 feet in length, 100 feet in width, and 9 feet in

height, level on the summit, and nearly perpendicular at the

sides. At the center of each of the sides the earth is pro-

jected, forming gradual ascents to the summit, extremely

regular, and about 6 feet in width Near the smallest square

is a mound raised in the form of a sugar-loaf, of a magnitude
that strikes the beholder with astonishment. Its base is a

res;ular circle, 115 feet in diameter, and is 30 feet in altitude

It is surrounded by a ditch, at the distance of 33 feet from

its base, 15 feet wide, and 4 feet deep, forming a bank 4 feet

in height, leaving an opening or gateway, toward the square,

about 20 feet wide. Besides these, there are other works, but

the limits of this note will not admit of a description.

At the commencement of the settlement (at Marietta) the

whole of these works were covered by a prodigious growth of

trees. When I arrived, the ground was in part cleared, but

many large trees remained on the walls and mounds. The only

possible data for forming any probable conjecture respecting

the antiquity of the works, I conceived, must be derived from

the growth upon them. By the concentric circles, each of

Avhich contains the annual growth, the ages of the trees might
be ascertained. For this purpose a number of the trees were

felled, and in the presence of Governor St. Clair and many other

gentlemen, the number of circles were carefully counted. The

trees of the greatest size were hollow. In the largest of those

which were sound, there were from three to four hundred

circles. One tree, somewhat decayed at the center, was found

to contain at least four hundred and sixty-three circles. Its

age was undoubtedly more than 463 years. Other trees, in a
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growing state, were from their appearance much older. There

were, likewise, the strongest marks of a previous growth as

large as the present. Decaying stumps could be traced at the

surface of the ground, on different parts of the works, which

measured from 6 to 8 feet in diameter. In one of the angles

of a square, a decayed stump measured 8 feet in diameter at

the surface of the ground ;
and though the body of the tree

was so moldered as scarcely -to be perceived above the surface

<Df the earth, we Avere able to trace the decayed wood, under

the leaves and rubbish, nearly an hundred feet. A thrifty

beach, containing 13(3 circles, appeared to have first vegetated
within the space occupied by an ancient predecessor of a dif-

ferent kind of wood.

Admitting the age of the present growth to be 450 years,

and that it had been preceded by one of equal size and age,

which as probably as otherwise was not the first, the works

have been deserted more than 900 years. If they were oc-

cupied one hundred years, they were erected more than a

thousand years ago.

It is highly probable the exterior walls were erected for de-

fense. An opening being made at the summit of the great

conic mound, there were found the bones of an adult in an

horizontal position covered with a flat stone. Beneath this

skeleton were thin stones placed vertically at small and dif-

ferent distances, but no bones were discovered. That this

venerable monument might not be defaced, the opening was

closed without further search. The cells formed by the thin

stones might have contained, like the charnel houses in Mex-

ico, the skulls of the sacrifices
;
or the mound may be a gen-

eral depository for the dead, collected in the manner described

by Lafitau and other travelers among the Indian tribes.

The large mounds in the great square, it can hardly be

doubted, were appropriated to religious purposes. On them

they erected their temples, placed their idols, and offered their

sacrifices
;
for it is difficult to conceive of any other purpose

for which they could have been designed. Comparing their

form and situation with the places of worship in Mexico and

other parts of the country, when first discovered, we find as

great a similarity as there was in the places of worship among
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those diiferent tribes. Their temples were generally erected

and their idols placed on natural or artificial elevations, with

gradual ascents. If the Mexican tribes, agreeably to their

historic paintings and traditions, came from the northward,

and some of them in their migrations went far to the eastward,

it is not improbable that either some of those tribes, or

others similar to them in their customs and manners, and who

practiced the same religious -rites, were the constructors of

those works. The present natives bear a general resemblance,

in their complexion, form, and size to the ancient Mexicans.

Though their rites and ceremonies differ, they profess the gen-
eral principles of the Mexican religion ; believing in the Great

Spirit, good and evil genii, and a state of existence after

death. They have no temples, nor images, but some faint no-

tions of religious oblations are to be found among them.

When it is considered how long it must have been since these

Avorks were erected, how generally the practice of offering hu-

man sacrifices anciently prevailed among all the tribes from

Louisiana to the western ocean
;
that men, women, and chil-

dren were sacrificed in their smaller as well as most populous
towns

;
that in the dominions of Montezuma, only, as histo-

rians say, twenty thousand were yearly sacrificed, and in some

years fifty thousand, will it not strengthen the probability

that human sacrifices were among the religious rites of the

ancient possessors of this ground ?

ORDINATION OF REV. DANIEL STORY.*

At Hamilton, August 15, 1798, the Rev. Daniel Story was

ordained pastor of the church in Marietta, in the North-west-

ern Territory of the United States.

The introductory prayer was made by the Rev. Dr. Barnard,

of Salem. A sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Story, of

Marblehead, on 2 Cor. 4:5: " For we preach not ourselves,

but Christ Jesus the Lord
;
and ourselves your servants for

Jesus" sake." The ordaining prayer was made by the Rev.

Mr. Forbes, of Gloucester. The Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Hamilton,

*See Salem GazeHe, August 21, 1798.

VOL. 2—2
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gave the charge ; the Rev. Mr. Wadsworth, of Danvers, the

Right Hand of Fellowship ;
and the Rev. Mr. Dana, of Ips-

wich, concluded with praj^er.
" The assembly was numerous and attentive. It gave pleas-

ure to every benevolent mind to learn that a respectable church

and congregation have been formed in that distant settlement,

and that they are happily united in the choice of so worthy a

gentleman as their minister, who, it is not doubted, will do

honor to his profession, and contribute to the virtue and hap-

piness of those enterprising sons of our country under whose

culturing hands the wilderness has been literally changed into

a fruitful field and the desert made to blossom as the rose."

With a rare spirit of self-sacrifice, Mr. Story returned to

Marietta, to encounter the hardships incident, even in time of

peace, to a frontier post. Placed among a people impoverished

by the long Indian war, and scarcely able to provide for their

own families, he was not disposed to press his personal claims.

It was expected that the rental of the section of land set apart

for the support of the Gospel would be added to his meager

salary, and thus a comfortable support be assured
; but, from

various causes, little was available from this source. He con-

tinued his services as pastor of the church until the ISth of

March, 1804, when, his health being too much impaired to ad-

mit of the performance of the duties of his vocation, he was

dismissed at his own request, and died December 30, 1804,

aged 49 years, and was buried in the beautiful Mound Ceme-

tery of Marietta. Mr. Stoi-y never married. Perhaps few

know or appreciate his sacrifices, or the difl^culties to which

he was reduced. Dr. Hildreth, in his Lives of the Early Set-

tlers, says of him :

" He spent not only his life, but all his

substance, in the service of the cause to which he was devoted."

The next subject which occupied Dr. Cutler's attention was

the organizing of the University.

In a letter to Dr. Cutler, dated February 3, 1799, General

Putnam writes :

That you may have data on which to make your calculations,

the following statement may not be useless :

The two University townships contain 46,880 acres. For-
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tunately, I believe them to be the tAvo best townships of land

in the whole purchase. They are all, or nearly all, taken up
and settled, some in large and some in small tracts. The
settlement commenced tAvo years ago next April. Among
the settlers are a number of New England people, men of con-

siderable information, abilities, and industry. The number of

militia is about one hundred. They already raise their own

provisions, have a corn-mill, etc. They none of them expect
to have the lands more than five years rent free from the time

of settlement, and the lowest permanent rent at which those

lands can be put, on an average, I conceive, can not be less

than twelve dollars per hundred acres, which gives $5,529.60
annual income for the support of the University. And as to

the school and ministry lands, I suppose the whole quantity to

be 62,700 acres, some of which I suppose to be extremely

valuable, as those at Marietta and in some other townships ;

others, I know, are very poor. But after five years cultivation

rent free, I will suppose them to rent at six dollars the hun-

dred acres, and then the amount will be 3,762 dollars—say
one-half for schools and one-half for the ministry. Although
these estimates are below what I expect these lands will be

ultimately rented for, yet even such an income, well applied
to the different objects for which it is intended, will be of in-

finite advantage to these settlements
;
and some means ou^ht

to be adopted as soon as possible for bringing all these lands

into a state of improvement.

Suppose the law to be enacted should, among others, contain

the following provisions, viz : That A., B., C, D,, E., F., etc.,

be a body corporate, vested with power to lease all the lands

within the Ohio Company's Purchase given or appropaiated

by Congress or the Ohio Company for the support of a Uni-

versity, for the support of religion and for schools, either on a

limited or perpetual lease, and for such rent, to be paid an-

nually, as they shall judge reasonable, and for the best inter-

ests of the several establishments for the support of which the

several grants have been made.

Provided, that the University lands shall not be leased for

less, on an average, than dollars per hundred acres
;
the

ministry lands at Marietta, on an average, at dollars per
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acre
;
nor any bottom lands on the Ohio or Hockhocking, 1)e-

longing either to the school or ministry, for less than

dollars per acre
;
and no other bottom lands belonging to the

school or ministry for less than per acre ; and for any
other school or ministry lands for not less than per acre.

The said A., B., etc., to be further empowered to erect

buildings, appoint the officers, etc., necessary for the complete
establishment of the University, with the usual powers of such

an institution. And with respect to the ministerial rents,

they shall be so disposed of as that it shall be equally distrib-

uted or divided among the incumbent ministers within the

Purchase, in part payment of the annual salaries contracted

for by the people ; saving that each township having a minister

shall have the exclusive right to the income of the ministry
lands within their townships respectively before the dividend

aforesaid is made, and the dividend to be made on the re-

mainder.

The money arising from the rent of school lands to be dis-

posed of in the same manner.

These, sir, are broken hints which have just come into my
head. I don't know but on reflection I should reject them

all. I hope you will consider the subject and give me your

opinion, or rather, a systemized plan applied to our circum-

stances and the objects we have in view.

In a letter written July 15, 1799, Dr. Cutler replies :

I have received your kind favor of Feb. 3d, and should

have written before this time had I not waited for more leisure

to digest the subject you propose respecting the charter. My
time has been unusually occupied, which rendered it impossible

to pay that attention to the matter which the importance of it

requires. My greatest difficulty is, so to adjust the poAvers

with their proper checks and balances as best to promote the

design of the institution in future time, as well as the

present. It is necessary to look forward to a time when the

Western Territory will be in a very different state from the

present. I have attempted to throw my ideas on paper, and

fully intended to have forwarded them by this opportunity ;
but

I have not been able to mature my mind sufficiently to satisfy

myself, and am sure I should not be able to satisfy others. I
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must confess, what has been passing in the world these last ten

years has rendered me less democratic, and convinced me that,

"without energy, no government can promote the true interests

of any description of society.

A government adapted to youth ought to be diiferent from

that of mature age, or advanced life. My present thoughts

are, that the government ought to consist of three branches
;

that in each, or in the three connected, there ought to be a

balance from the civil and ecclesiastical departments ;
and I

entertain no doubt, circumstanced as the school and minis-

terial lots are, it will be best that the government of the Uni-

versity should have some control over them. There is no way
in which all the lots could be rendered so soon and so eifect-

ually productive, and the income more faithfully applied to

the purposes for which the donation was designed ;
but so to

form this controlling power as to insure to the -people all the

advantages they have a right to expect, free from abuse, ap-

pears to me a nice and delicate point.

So far as I have had opportunity, I have consulted the

charters of public seminaries in Europe and America. Those

in our own country are generally the most modern, and the

best adapted to the purposes intended
;
but none appear to

me to accord with a plan so liberal and extensive as I think

ought to be the foundation of the constitution of this Uni-

versity. The constitution ought to be composed of mere

principles, and those principles as clear and few as may be.

But I have only a few moments to write. As soon as possible,

will attend further to the matter, and forward the little I shall

be able to do for your inspection. I thank you for the hints

in your letter, and think them important. My son writes me
the Assembly is to meet in September. This session will

probably be too busy a one to attend to this subject, if you
were ready for your application ;

but I hope to write you

seasonably, if you should think proper to do it.

General Putnam, writing again to Dr. Cutler, August 7,

1799, referring to his letter of February 3d, says :

This request I must again renew, and by a systemized plan,
I mean a Bill in form of an Act, or Law incorporating A, B.,
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C. D., etc., and defining their powers, accompanied by such

remarks as you may think proper to make.

We are totally destitute of any copy of an incorporating

act, or charter of a College, or even an Academj^ ;
but this is

not my principal reason for applying to you. It is a subject

I know you have long thought of, therefore I request of you
not only the form, but the substance. I want you to make

one out in detail, or procure it done for us, and forward it by
mail to me as soon as it is ready.

In response Dr. Cutler prepared and forwarded to General

Putnam the following :

CHARTER OF UNIVERSITY.

Institutions for the liberal education of Youth being essen-

tial to the progress of Arts and Sciences, important to morals

and religion, friendly to the peace, order, and prosperity of

Society, and honorable to the Government which patronizes

them
;
and Congress having made grants of lands for the en-

couragement and support of a University^ for schools, and for

the purposes of Religion, within the purchase made by the

Ohio Company of x^ssociates
;
Therefore :

Section I. Be it enacted hy the General Assembly (here in-

sert the style of the Assembly), That there be a University
instituted and established, and forever to remain, within the

limits of the tract of land purchased by the said Ohio Com-

pany of Associates, by the name of the American University,

for the instruction of youth in all the various branches of the

liberal Arts and Sciences, for the promotion of good educa-

tion, piety, religion, and morality, and for conferring all the

degrees and literary honors granted in similar institutions.

Sec. II. And he it further enacted, That there shall be in

the said University, and forever to remain, a body politic by
the name and style of the Board of Trustees of the American

University, which Board of Trustees shall consist of the Presi-

dent and Vice-President of the University, ex officio, and of

eleven Trustees, all of whom shall reside, while in office,

within the limits of the purchase made by the said Ohio Com-

pany of Associates
;

to be appointed as hereafter provided.

Sec. III. And he it further enacted, That the said Board of
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Trustees shall have power and authority to elect a President,

who shall preside in the University, and also a Vice-President,

who shall preside in the absence of the President
;
and like-

wise to appoint Professors, Tutors, Instructors, and all such

officers and servants in the University as they shall deem

necessary for carrying into effect the design of this Institu-

tion ; and shall have authority, from time to time, to deter-

mine and establish the name, number, and duties of all the

officers and servants to be employed in the University, except
wherein provision is otherwise made by their act

;
and may

empower the President, or some other member of the Board,
to administer such oaths as they shall appoint and determine

for the well ordering and good government of the University.
Sec. IV. And he it further enacted, That the said Board of

Trustees shall have power and authority from time to time to

enact statutes and rules for the government of the said Board,
not incompatible with the Government of the United States,

or the state in which the. University is founded
;
and shall

have power and authority to suspend, dismiss, and disfranchise

the President, Vice-President, or any member of the said

Board, who shall, by his conduct, render himself unAvorthy of

the office, station, or place he sustains ; and said Board shall

have power and authority to suspend, dismiss, disfranchise,

and remove from the University, any officer or instructor (ex-

cept the President and Vice-President), or any resident, stu-

dent, or servant, whenever the said Board shall deem it

expedient for the interest and honor of the University. And
whenever the President, Vice-President, or any member of

the Board of Trustees, shall be removed by death, resignation,

or otherwise, or whenever any member of the Board shall

move his place of residence without the limits of the purchase
of the Ohio Company of Associates, the said Board shall hold

a meeting, and due notice of the design thereof shall be given
to each member, for the purpose of supplying such vacancy ;

and there shall be not less than nine members present at the

time of choosing a President, Vice-President, or member of

the Board, and the choice shall be made by ballot
;
and the

President shall, at all times, have the right of nominating to

the Board, but not of appointing, his successor in office, ex-
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cept -when he shall be removed for misdemeanor
;
and the said

Board shall appoint a certain day for holding a public com-

mencement, and such commencement shall be annually holden

within or near the University, for the purpose of conferring
such degrees and literary honors as are usually granted in

similar institutions, at which time the Board of Trustees shall

always be present ;
and the first commencement shall be

holden as soon as, in the opinion of the Board, there shall be

a sufficient number of students qualified to receive literary

honors
;
and no degrees, or literary honors, shall be at any

time given without the previous approbation of the Board of

Trustees.

Sec. V. And he il further enacted, T\\?it the President, Vice-

President, and such Professors, Tutors, or Instructors as the

Board of Trustees shall appoint for that purpose, shall have

power and authority, from time to time, to order, regulate,

and establish the mode and course of education and instruc-

tion to be pursued in the University, and also to make, pub-

lish; and execute such a code of rules, regulations,- and by-
laws as they shall deem necessary for the well- ordering and

good government of the University, and to repeal or amend

any part thereof; provided, nevertheless, that all such rules,

regulations, and by-laws, before they become valid, shall be

examined and approved by the Board of Trustees. And the

President, or, in his absence, the Vice-President or Senior

Instructor, shall direct and cause to be holden in the said Uni-

versity, quarterly, in every year, a public examination, at

which all the Professors and Instructors shall be present ;
and

each class of the students shall be examined relative to the

proficiency they have made in their particular arts, sciences,

or branches of education in Avhich they have been instructed.

Sec. VI. And he it further enacted. That the said Board of

Trustees shall have one common seal, which shall be the seal

of the University, under which shall be passed every Diploma,

or certificate of Degrees, and the President, Vice-President,

or Board of Trustees make use thereof in any writing or in-

strument which may concern the University, or be relative to

the end and design of its institution, and the said Board shall

have power to break, change, and renew the same at pleasure;
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and that they may sue and be sued in all actions, real, per-

sonal, and mixed, and prosecute and defend the same unto final

judgment, by the name of the Board of Trustees of the

American University.

Sec. VII. And he it further enacted, That the' said Board of

Trustees shall, forever hereafter, have power and authority to

lease, let, rent, and improve, for the use of the University, all

'the lands contained in the townships number eigJd and num-

ber nine, in the fourteenth range of townships, within the pur-

chase of the Ohio Company of Associates, being the two town-

ships given
" for the purpose of a University," by the Congress

of the United States of America, by a certain indenture exe-

cuted on the twenty-seventh day of October, in the year one

thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and confirmed by an

act of Congress, entitled
" an act authorizing the grant and

conveyance of certain lands to the Ohio Company of Asso-

ciates," passed in the year one thousand seven hundred and

ninety-two, and also by Letters Patent, under the seal of the

United States, granted to the Directors of the Ohio Company
of Associates, dated the tenth day of May, in the aforesaid

year ;
and the improvements, rent, and income thereof shall

be applied for carrying into effect the designs of the said Uni-

versity, in such way and manner as the said Board of Trus-

tees shall direct.

Sec. VIII. And he it further enacted. That the said Board

of Trustees shall, forever hereafter, be deemed capable, in

law, of having, holding, and taking in fee-simple, by purchase,

gift, grant, devise, or otherwise, and of using and improving

any lands, tenements, or other estate, real or personal, for the

use of the said University ; provided, that the annual income

of such real estate shall not exceed forty thousand dollars,

and the annual income or interest of such personal estate

shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars, to be valued in silver

at one hundred and ten cents by the ounce
;
and the annual

income or interest of the said real or personal estate shall be

applied for the benefit of the University in such way and man-

ner as the Board of Trustees shall, from time to time, deter-

mine
;
and in case any donation shall be made for particular

purposes, relative to the designs of this institution, and the
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Board of Trustees shall accept the same, every such donation

shall be applied in conformity to the Avill of the Donor.

Sec. IX. And he it further enacted, That the Board of Trus-

tees, or such person or persons as they shall appoint, shall

have power and authority to let, lease, or cause to be improved,

from time to time, the lots number sixteen, given by Congress

for the use of schools, and the lots number twenty-nine, ap-

propriated by Congress to the purposes of Religion, within

the several townships granted to the Directors of the Ohio

Company of Associates by Letters Patent, under the seal of

the United States; and the inhabitants of each respective

township shall have the exclusive right to the rents, income,

or improvements arising from the lot number sixteen and the

lot number twenty-nine, which are situate within their re-

spective townships, to be appropriated agreeably to the inten-

tions for which the said lots were respectively given ; and the

Board of Trustees shall pay, or cause to be paid without delay,

the amount of the rents, or income of the lot number sixteen,

as soon as such rents or income can be obtained, or, other-

wise, shall appropriate the improvement thereof solely to the

use and benefit of schools
;
and in like manner shall the profits,

in any way or manner arising from the lot number twenty-

nine, be solely appropriated to the purposes of Religion, and

under such rules and regulations as the said Board shall es-

tablish for carrying into effect the design of the respective do-

nations. And the said Board of Trustees shall, as speedily as

may be, put, or cause the said lots to be put, into a state to

be productive, by causing them to be rented, or otherwise im-

proved, in such manner as the said Board shall judge will be

most beneficial to the inhabitants of each respective township;

provided, notwithstanding, that the rents or income of such

lots as may be situate in townships where the profits arising

therefrom can not, at the present time, be applied agreeably

to the design of the donation, for the benefit of the inhabit-

ants of such townships within the said townships, the profits

arising from the improvements thereof may be applied for the

promoting the instruction of youth and the purposes of Re-

ligion, respectively, Avhere school instructors and religious

tCiichers are actually employed, until the inhabitants of such
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townships can receive the benefit thereof, within their respect-

ive townships ;
and the said Board shall apportion such profits

in such way and manner as, in their opinion, shall be most

just and equitable to the inhabitants, and most conducive to

promote the designs of the respective donations.

Sec. X. And he it further enacted, That A. B., C. D., E.

F. (naming eleven) shall constitute the said Board of Trustees,

for the time beino;, and until a President and Vice-President

of the University shall be elected and enter into ofi&ce
;
and

that A. B. be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint the time

and place of holding the first meeting, and that he notify each

member constituting the Board of Trustees to attend accord-

ingly ;
and that, as soon as the said Board shall judge it ex-

pedient, a President and Vice-President, or either of them,

shall be chosen in the manner before prescribed ;
and that,

at all times, the President, or, in his absence, the Vice-Presi-

dent, or, in his absence, such member as the Board shall ap-

point, shall preside at the meetings of said Board of Trustees.

\_To General Rufus P\itnam.~\

Hamilton, Mass., June 30, 1800.

Dear Sir:—Such has been mv situation that I could not

find leisure to copy a rough draft I had made of an incorporat-

ing act many months ago, until this day. Whether any part
of it Avill be agreeable, I think, is very doubtful. I had long
been contemplating a very diff"erent kind of constitution.

Know^ing that the colleges at Cambridge and New Haven had

derived essential advantages from having the principal civil-

ians in the states concerned in the government, I had thought
of a constitution in Avhich one portion of the incorporate body
should be the first characters in civil life ; another portion,

clergymen ;
and a third, wealthy land-holders. I had also

wished to have had two branches in the government of the

University, as checks, in some respects, on each other, some-

what like the Overseers and Board of Corporation at Cam-

bridge ;
but so numerous and insurmountable were the diffi-

culties which rose before me, when I contemplated the situa-

tion of your country, that I was obliged to abandon every
idea of a government I had long been considering. It may
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be necessary to make a few remarks upon the inclosed draft.

You requested me to put it into the form of a BilJ. which I

have done.

Sec. I. As the American Congress made the o-rant which

is the foundation of the University, no name appeared to me
more natural than Amerieaii University. The sound is natural,

easy, and agreeable, and no name can be more respectable.

There is a Columbian College and a Washington College,

etc., already in this country, but no A7neriean College. I

hope the name will not be altered.

Sec. II. The number of the Board of Trustees may be

thought small, but small numbers feel greater responsibility,

do business with more dispatch, and, generally, better, and are

less expensive than larger numbers. Dartmouth College has

an excellent government, which consists only of the Presi-

dent and ten Trustees. The college at New Haven had only

ten, until connected with civilians. It will be best, on many
accounts, to have a Vice-President. It creates no expense, as

he will have no emolument, only as a Trustee, unless when he

acts as President. New Jersey College has found much ad-

vantage in having a Vice-President. The Trustees ought to

live near the College, and by no means without our purchase.

There will be many advantages in having the President and

Vice-President members of the Board, but I can not now

enumerate them
; they will readily occur to you.

Sec. III. The Board is the proper body for appointing all

officers, and the duties of such, as Steward, Treasurer, etc.
;

but the duties of all concerned in the immediate Government

and Instruction should be established by the laws of the Uni-

versity.

Sec. IV. The Board must have the power of preserving

and purifying itself. The Presidents and Vice-Presidents, I

believe, of all colleges, hold their offices during good behavior.

Other instructors hold their office during the pleasure of the

Government, unless special provision is made by the laws of the

College. The power of dismissing, rusticating, and expelling

students, is generally in the hands of the immediate Govern-

ment of Colleges. I thought in this instance, for some spe-

cial reasons, it would be best to give that power by act of in-
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corporation to the Board in the first instance, but in such a

manner that the Board can transfer it to the immediate Govern-

ment of the University, and regulate it by college laws. There

has been found advantage in giving the President the right of

nomination
;
no considerable evil can follow. In many Col-

leges the President has the right of appointing his successor,

but this I Avould determinately oppose. The incorporating

act ought to require public commencements. They ought to

be held, and, though there are some inconveniences, there are

numerous and important advantages. The Colleges in New
York and Philadelphia have suffered much from want of them

;

in the country they are of the greatest importance. There

has often happened, however, absolute necessity for altering

the time and place. I have therefore so framed this article as

to admit of alteration.

Sec. V. The immediate Government and Instructors of the

University, it is to be presumed, will always be the best judges

of the mode and course of education, and of laws best adapted

to the circumstances of the College. I have so constructed

this section as to create, in a sense, two branches to the Gov-

ernment, with a kind of check on each other. With respect

to every part of the incorporating act, I have aimed, as much

as possible, at plain, general principles, without descending to

particular regulations. But especially in the course of study

and laws and rules for the immediate government of the Uni-

versity the incorporating act ought to do no more than place

the power in the hands of the Board and Instructors, for there

must be continual variation, as experience and circumstances

will dictate, and to be fettered by an incorporating act might

prove extremely injurious to the College. It is safe in their

hands, for the Board and Instructors must always feel the high-

est inducements to establish the best possible regulations, and

they will ever be better judges than a general court. But

the importance of quarterly examinations is, in my view, so

great, and is a regulation so absolutely essential, so apt to be

neglected by the Government, and so often opposed and re-

sisted by the students, that I would, by all means, insure the

practice, by making it an article of incorporation.
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Sec. VI. needs no comments. It is common to all similar

institutions.

Sec. VII. To have the two Townships as well secured as

possible to the Board, and as claims to land are liable to so many
contests, I thought it would be best to be very particular in de-

scribing the title by which the University claims the improve-
ment

;
and that the disposition of all the funds of the Uni-

versity should be unconditionally within the control of the

Board, and left Avholly to their discretion in applying them.

Many colleges have suffered much from having their hands

tied in disposing of their funds to the best advantage,

and most for the interest of the Seminary. Donations for par-

ticular purposes ought to be applied to such purposes.

Sec. VIII. In all the incorporations granted by the Gen-

eral Court of this Commonwealth, the amount of the income

of real and personal estate have been each of them limited,

but to sums far beyond any probability of their ever arising.

Whether other States do the same I know not. If your as-

sembly would not be likely to make any limitation, it might be

best to say nothing about it. But if they will do it I am cer-

tain that $40,000 or $50,000 can not be too high, as it must

be applied to one of the most useful and important purposes

to Government and to society. The sums sound large, but

no one can say to what amount the income of the endowments

of this University may arrive to in time. The income of Ox-

ford and Cambridge, in England, is much greater.

Sec. IX. This will be the bugbear. You suggested the

idea, though I had often thought of it before. I am in doubt

whether the section is clearly and properly expressed, or suf-

ficiently guarded to answer the purpose. But I am in much

greater doubt whether it is possible to get any article of this

kind inserted in the act. Sure, I am, it is an object worthy
of great exertion to obtain. If those lots and their income

were under the discretion of the Board, it could not fail of

rendering them of incomparably more benefit than if they
should be placed in the hands of the people. The Board will

only be the committee for each township, and infinitely better

than any committee they can choose. They will have better

instructors in their schools, and under better regulations,

to
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and the income, probably, of higher amount, than if the peo-

ple manage the lots themselves. And the ministerial lots may-

be rendered incomparably more useful. It will tend to pre-

vent sectaries, and secure the people from continual conten-

tions among themselves, become in time a great inducement

to respectable characters to engage in the ministry, and in a

much greater degree alleviate the taxes of the people. They
will, also, much sooner become productive.

With regard to erecting public buildings for the University,

I can not so fully express my mind to you as I could wish.

At present, I should not think it best to erect any considerable

public building. It will be necessary, in the first instance, to

open a Latin school, for I conceive it improbable that any

youth can be found in the country qualified for admission as

the students of a college. Or if a Freshman class can be

formed, it must be small. A building of two stories, pretty

large on the ground, in form of a school-house, may answer

every purpose for some years. I feel an aversion to large

buildings for the residence of students, where there are regu-
lar families in which they can reside. Chambers in colleges

are too often made the secret nurseries of every vice and the

cages of unclean birds. It must require time to mature plans
for large buildings. I will endeavor to attend to the matter,

and give my idea of Public Buildings. In the meantime, be

assured that I am, with great respect.

Your friend and humble serv't,

M. Cutler.

On receiving the charter and accompanying letter, General

Putnam writes, August 2, !b8&0-: \?^o^ *

Your letter of the 30th of June, with the draft of a charter,

has been received. I am under the greatest obligations to

you for the attention you have paid to the subject, and if it

should not in all respects meet the approbation of our legisla-

ture, it must be of very great advantage to them in forming
an opinion when the subject comes under their consideration.

I have as yet formed no project with respect to public

buildings, nor, indeed, thought much of the matter. However,
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by the time the rents of the lands will be sufficient to erect

any kind of building suitable for the purposes, support aPresi-

dent, tutor, etc., I expect students will not be wanting. There

are several Academies in the neighboring parts of Pennsyl-

vania, Virginia, and Kentucky, where the Latin and Greek are

regularly taught, and the Muskingum Academy at Marietta is

at present, and, I trust, will always in the future, be supplied

with a master capable of teaching the languages, and I think

it can not be long before Latin schools will be established in

several other places in the Territory. Indeed, I am more ap-

prehensive that we shall not be able in due time to erect the

proper buildings and support the expense of officers, than that

we shall want students, although for several years the number

may be small.

As was apprehended, that section of the proposed charter

of the American LTniversity which gave to its board of trustees

the care of the school and ministerial lands, was not adopted

by the Territorial legislature ;
but a separate corporation was

created, whose special duty it was to lease and secure the im-

provement of those lands and guard them from waste.

Dr. Cutler's interest in the welfare of the settlements of the

North-west was manifested, not only by his endeavors to plant

the Gospel and its ordinances among them, but also in efforts

to promote the cause of education. He had, when negotiating

the land purchase for the Ohio Company, procured from Con-

gress the grant of two townships for the establishment of a

University. At a meeting of the agents and proprietors of

the Ohio Company, held in Marietta on June 30, 1790, it was

ordered,
" To fix on the two townships which the Directors, by

the Contract with Congress, are obliged to set apart for the

support of a University." And on November 9, 1791, the

following committee was appointed to carry out this order, viz :

Major Goodale, Major White, Elijah Backus, Captain Jonathan

Devol, and Colonel Robert Oliver.

The Indian war, which commenced before the lands of the

purchase were sufficiently explored to enable the directors to

decide upon the proper location of the university townships,

continued until the treaty of Greenville, in 1795.
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January 10, 1795, at a meeting held in Marietta, the Di-

rectors resolved :

" That the Committee appointed by a resolu-

tion of the 9th of November, 1790, for the purpose of ascer-

taining and designating the two townships reserved for the

benefit of a university, . . . be requested to be ready to

go up the Great Hockhocking with the Directors as soon as

the season will permit, for the completion of the business for

which they were appointed, and that the Superintendent fur-

nish a surveyor and a suitable number of hands for the occa-

sion, also fifteen men as a guard, . . . and that a suitable

number of canoes or barges be provided for transporting the

necessary provisions." This was a strange introduction of the

higher classics to the North-west. In a fleet of canoes, pro-

pelled by the power of the setting pole against the swift and

narrow channel of the Great Hockhocking,- accompanied by
armed guards against the lurking savages, and carrying with

them the pork, beans, and hard tack that made up their

rough fare, the committee of old veterans of three wars pro-
ceeded to fix, with compass and chain, the boundaries of the

University lands. There was little of culture and polish in

the undertaking, but rifles, canoes, and salt pork were never

put to a better use.

Of all the plans for the future involved in the purchase,
this one of a University Avas, perhaps, the favorite with Dr.

Cutler. He prepared with great care the charter for it, which,

adopted with some changes by the legislature of the State of

Ohio, gave to this first-born college of the West its start in

life.

The first name on the list of its alumni, 1815, is^that of

Thomas Ewing, as a pioneer
—the wood-chopper of the salt

works, but as the fruit of a well-planted seed—the student,

lawyer. United States Senator and Secretary, the peer of any
man in the state or nation.

President Charles W. Super, of the Ohio University, in his

Report, dated November 16, 1885, say^s :

" The record shows

that in the space of seventy years, thatjs, from 1815 to 1885,

the trustees conferred 489 regular and 75 honorary degrees.
That of B.A. was conferred 280 times

;
of B.S., 65 times

;
of

VOL. II.—3
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B.Ph., 5 times
;
and of A.M., 239 times. The honorary de-

gree of A.M. was conferred 45 times
;
that of D.D. 16 times

;

and that of LL.D. 7 times. The record is one upon ^vhich

we may look with pardonable pride, for it contains the names

of not a few men who have made their mark in the various

walks of civil life. And yet it does not contain the names of

thousands Avho received all their literary education at the

Ohio University. It will not be far from the truth to say,

that out of every twenty students who entered the institution

and attended its classes, but one remained long enough to earn

a degree."

Jan. 3, Fri., 1800. Studied hard.

Jan. 4, Sat. Studied hard and very late.

Jan. 5, Lorcts Day. Preached. Sacrament. Very full

meeting ; many staid at communion
;

three admitted to the

church.

Jan. 7, Tuea. Went to town to hear Mr. Frisbie's Oration

on the death of General Washington. Well entertained.

Drank tea at Mr. Frisbie's.

Jan. 17, Fri. About home. In the evening, (daughter)

Lavinia Avent with me to Mr. Eph. Dodge's, where were a col-

lection of young people. Very rainy night.

Jan. 19, Lord's Bay. Preached. Pretty full meeting,

though very windy ; extraordinary attention.

Jan. 21, 22. Visited the schools. The committee all

present.

Jan. 29, Wed. (At Boston.) Extremely cold and clear.

Attended the meeting of the Academy ;
not full. Meeting

adjourned to the Old Senate Chamber, to meet on the 19th

February, when Mr. Davis is to deliver a eulogy on General

Washington, in Brattle Street Meeting House. Dined at Dr.

Lathrop's, and came home.

Feb. 6, 7, 8. At home. Studied hard.

Feh. 18, Tues. Attended a meeting in the evening at the

school-house (Backside). Large collection of people, Spauld-

ing's men. Deacon Hindman, etc. Preached without notes,

from present and not preconceived thoughts, for the first time

in my life. Deacon Whipple Avent and returned with me.
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Feb. 22, Sat. The natal day of the late General Washing-
ton. By recommendation of the General Government, this

day was solemnly observed as a day of mourning through the

United States. Dr. Lakeman Avas appointed to deliver an

Oration here. At 11 o'clock a. m., a procession was formed

in front of the Meeting House—militia officers and troopers
in uniform, scholars from the four schools and the four masters,

citizens under forty, citizen* above forty, strangers, selectmen

and committee, minister and Orator. The procession moved

toward Wenham
; turned, and came up to the front of the

Meeting House ; opened, and the rear came forward, and in

this order went into the Meeting House. Exercise began
with an Ode for the 22d of February. I prayed. Funeral

Anthem. Dr. Lakeman delivered a Eulogy. Funeral Dirge,
and benediction concluded the solemnity. Procession again

formed, and moved into the burying-yard, and round it by the

walls, and came out in front of the Meeting House, displayed,
faced inward, moved through from the rear, and dispersed.

Mr. John Woodbury, Jr., and Mr. Jonathan Whipple acted as

Marshals. Very crowded assembly ; many from upper parish

in Beverly and Wenham. Great solemnity and decorum ob-

served through the whole. Mr. Dow present, and dined

with us.

Feb. 27, Thurs. Preached a lecture at Widow Howard's, on

account of her age and infirmities. Large collection of peo-

ple. Spent the evening with a number of young people at

Lieutenant Saflford's.

Feb. 28, Fri. Colonel Dodge, Mrs. Cutler, and I dined at

Mr. Sam'l Adams'. Mr. Whitridge and wife with us after-

noon and evening. A very agreeable visit.

Mar. 3, 3Ion. Spent the day in the back part of the Town.

Spent the evening at Mr. Jonathan Dodge's. A number of

young people present. Conversed on particular religious

points.

Mar. 6, 7. Studied.

Mar. 10, Mon. Spent the day about toAvn, and the evening
at Jonathan Dodge's ;

a number of serious people present.

Mar. 13, 14, 15. Studied hard.

Mar. 18, Tues. Busy about Charter for University.
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Mar. 19, Wed. Went in the afternoon to Mr. George

Dodge's. Going very bad, but a considerable collection of

people.

iMar. 22, 26, 28, 29. Studied hard.

Ajyr. 3, Thiirs. Annual Fast in this Commonwealth.

Preached to a very full meeting.

Aijr. 6, Lord's Day. Preached. Sacrament. Very full

meeting ;
nine persons admitted to the Church : whole con-

gregation tarried ; very solemn. Several strangers.

Ap-. 7, Mon. Town meeting added 60 dollars to m}^ settle-

ment. Votes for Governor: Strong, (i4 ; Gill. 10. Mr.

Bodily here.

Apr. 10, Thurs. Meeting in the evening at Mr. G. Dodge's.

Apr. 17, Thurs. Lecture at Mr. John Goodhue's, on ac-

count of his long confinement. Spent the evening at a meet-

ing at Lieutenant Safford's.

Apr. 30, Wed. At Mr. McKeen's lecture, and preached.
N.E. storm. Very thin lecture.

3Iay 2, Fri. Afternoon went fishing with Cochran and

Multimore. Caught white perch.

3Iai/ 11, Lord's Lay. Sacrament. Preached. Six ad-

mitted to communion
;
one baptised.

May 12, 3Ion. About home. Town meeting for choosing

Representatives. The people took it in their heads to choose

me representative.

3Iay 13, Tties. Association at Maiden. Mr. Emerson,
of Boston, preached. Mr. William Multimore and Mr. Peter

Cochran went with me, Avhom I proposed to the Association

for examination as candidates for the Ministry. They were

examined and approbated. Came home.

May 26, Mon. Mr. Parish dined here. P. M., Mrs. C. and

I went to Dr. Torrey's.

May 27, Tues. Dr. Torrey went Avitli me to Winnisimet

Ferry, and brought my horse back. Went over to Boston, and

attended the Academy at the new room in the State House.

Not very full meeting. Dined at Mr. Hitchborn's, and took

lodgings at Mr. Williams'.

May 28, Wed. Election. Took my seat in the House of

Representatives, with Mr. Blanchard and Major Swasey.
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Qualified with the House, which was pretty full. Walked in

procession to the Meeting House with Mr. Blanchard. Court

escorted by the Co. of Cadets, and returned. Dined at Mr.

Bill Smith's, p. m., attended Court.

May 29, Thiirs. Attended Court. Committee sent to

Governor Strong, at Judge Dana's, reported his acceptance.

Mr. Strong had only 100 votes over majority. Dined at Dr.

Howard's, with a large number of ministers. I could not be

spared to attend Convention. Chose Executive Council.

Spent the evening at Mr. Hitchborn's.

Mai/ 30, Fri. Large number of men on horseback, and a

great number of carriages, went out to Judge Dana's to escort

the Governor into town. Saluted by Company of Artillery at

Charlestown, Copp's Hill, and Boston Common. He met the

two Houses at 12, and was qualified. Vast crowd of people.

I dined at Mr. Sam'l Gardner's, and afternoon attended the

House. Went to Stone Chapel. The Charitable Fire Com-

pany met there. Excellent music. Oration by Mr. Quincy.

Many people, and large collection.

May 31, Sat. Came home early in the morning with Dr.

Lakeman, who came to Town last night.

June 1, Lord's Lay. Preached. Pretty full meeting, of

our own people, principally.

June 2, Mon. Went early to Boston with Bill, who brought

horse and chaise back. Attended Court about an hour, when

the House adjourned until to-morrow. The Ancient and Hon-

orable Artillery Company came to the State House to conduct

His Excellency, the Governor, and the Council, to the Meeting
House. Mr. Kelly preached the Artillery Election Sermon.

Dined with the Company at Faneuil Hall. Attended, at the

Common, the ceremony of the old oflicers resigning their

badges to the Governor, and the new officers receiving them.

Very great concourse of people.

June 3, Tues. Attended the House. At 12, his Excellency
met the two branches. The crowd of spectators was great.

The Governor delivered his speech memoriter, and in a most

impressive and graceful manner. When the Governor, Coun-

cil, and Senate had returned, the Speaker of the House read

the speech again. A committee was chosen to return an an-
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swer. Mr. Lowell, Judge Wells, Mr. Ward, myself, and Mr.

Pitman were chosen. I dined with Mr. Lowell. Committee

met, p. M.

June 4, Wed. Attended the House only a short time. The

Committee together most of the day,

June 5, Thurs. The Committee reported the ansAver to the

Governor's address. It was accepted very unanimously by
the House, no amendments proposed. We were ordered to

present it to His Excellency. At 4 o'clock we went to the

Council Chamber, and Mr. Lowell read the address before His

Excellency and the Council in a very graceful manner. Dined

with Mr. Robert Williams
;
visited Mrs. Belknap, and some of

the Senate.

Ju7ie 6, Fri. Very interesting day. On report of Com-

mittees on Election. Decided the mode of choosing Electors

of President of the U. S. by Yeas and Nays. Chose a Senator

for Congress, Mr. Foster. Had a conversation with the

Governor. Temple came for me, and I returned to Dr.

Torrey's.

Jtrne 7, Sat. Came home. Attended a Committee of the

Town to petition the Court.

June 8, Lord's Day. Preached. Full meeting.

Monday. About Town. At the raising of Mr. Patch's

Saw-mill.

June 10, Tues. Went early to Boston in Mr. Blanchard's

chaise. Attended General Court. Presented a petition

from the Town. Went out in the evening with Mr. Ly-

man, in his chariot, to Waltham, and spent the evening and

night at his seat. Very delightful. Mr. Blanchard went

likewise.

Ju7ie 11, Wed. Viewed garden and pleasure grounds. Mr.

Blanchard and I returned early to Boston. Attended Court,

and obtained leave of absence. Made up and received bill,

80 Dollars. Came home with Mr. Blanchard.

June 24, 27. Botanized a little.

June SO. About Town. Wrote to General Putnam. Com-

pleted the Charter for the University.

Jul. 2, Wed. Attended Mr. McKeen's Lecture, and

preached.
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Jul. 11, JFri. Botanized.

Jul. 15, 16. Botanized.

Jul. 19, Sat. Inspected grasses.

Jul. 24, Thurs. At Wenliam, to assist Colonel Burnham in

taking a level of a Pond to Wenliam Pond, in order to set up

manufactory works.

Aug. 4, Mon. Studied hard, and all night.

Aug. 5, 7'uei<. Quarterly Fast at Mr. Frisbie's. Mr.

Frisbie prayed, and I preached, A. M. Mr. Dana prayed, and

Mr. Webster preached, p. m.

Aug. 12, Tueii. Dr. Lakeman and Benja. Dodge, who are

learning Navigation, went with us to the marsh. Left home

at 3 o'clock, and on the marsh as the sun rose. Went gun-

ning ;
killed two or three dozen birds. Temple, Foster, Simon,

and Bill, finished mowing by 3 o'clock P. M.

Aug. 18, 31071. Visited sick. Leach, Holmes, Chapman,
and Sawver, came to school.

Aug. 22 Fri. Studied some. Lafevour came to school.

Aug. 23, Sat. Mr. Blanchard invited me to dine, but

was prevented. Went with him and a Mr. Johonet, of

Baltimore, to see Mr. Burnham's canal opened, from a

Pond in Wenham N.W. of the Great Pond. Studied in the

evening.

Sept. 9, Tues. Association met here. Mr. Forbes, Mr.

Fuller, Dr. Barnard, Dr. Prince, Mr. Story, Mr, Gun, and Mr.

Dow, present. Dr. Torrey and wife, and Dr. Lakeman, dined

with us. A very agreeable day. Dr. Hitchcock and Avife

drank tea with us.

Sept. 16, Tues. Cleared the River. Mr. Robt. Williams,

Sen. and Jun., Mr. Hitchborn, his lady, and Maria, and Charles

Cutler, came on a visit.

Sept. 20, Sat. The two Mr. Williams, and Charles, retui-ned

to Boston. Visited sick with Dr. Cilly ;
he dined with us.

Other company afternoon
;
no time to study.

Oct. 9, Thurs. Mr. Jacob Berry and Lavinia Cutler Avere

married in the afternoon. Mr. Berry's brothers and sis-

ters, from Salem, Topsfield, and Boxford, Dr. Torrey and wife,

and Charles, dined Avith us ; no other company. All returned
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toward night. Dr. Thatcher, of Boston, on his way to Ports-

mouth, here after the wedding.
Oct. 17, Fri. xVttended the funeral of Mr. L, BroAvn's Avife,

which prevented my going to Marblehead to attend the funeral

of Rev. Mr. Hubbard. Mr. Asa Andrews came to solicit me
to be considered as a candidate for the next Congress.

Oct. 21, Tues. At Town. Regimental Training. Dined at

Mr. Andrews'. Much said about my being elected member
for this district in Congress.

Oct. 24, Fri. About Town. Major Swasey and Mr. An-

drews came to inform me of the doings at Newbury Port * re-

specting my election to be a member of Congress.
Oct. 26, Lord's Lay. Preached. Sacrament. Very full

meeting, and fine day. Two admitted to Communion. Mr.

McKeen, Mr. Frisbie, and Esquire Giddings here, after meet-

ing.

Nov. 1, Sat. Sent two teams to West Beach for kelp and

seaweed. About town
;
visited particular persons. Did not

feel myself much disposed for study this week.

Nov. 3, Mon. This day the members for the 7th Congress
chosen in this Commonwealth. Pretty full meeting. Votes

for me, 65
;
none scattering. A declaratory vote passed,

unanimously, containing the sense of the town respecting my
being chosen a member of Congress.

Nov. 7, Fri. By to-day's Salem Paper it appears that the

votes in the 4th Middle District stand: Cutler, 1,326 ;
Kitt-

redge, 324; scattering, 54. Majority for me nearly 1,000

(three towns not returned), more than three-fourths. The

vote of Hamilton published.

[The following is taken from the Salem (Mass.) Gazette, of

November 7, 1800 :

"At a meeting in Hamilton for the choice of a Representa-

tive for the Fourth Middle District in the 7th Congress of

* ''At a nieetiiijr of a l;ii\u:<^ ininihci- of the inhaliiintits of the town

of Newburyport, October 'lA. 1800, Hon. Judjre I'.riKUniry in the chair,

Resolved, unanimously, that the inhabitants oi' this town, now present,

will support the choice of Rev. Manasseh Cutler, of Hamilton, as

Representative for the Fourth Middle District in the next Congress, at

the approaching election."
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the United States, the following declaratory vote was passed :

' Voted unanimously, as the sense of this town, that it is with

deep regret we contemplate the absence of our highly esteemed

pastor, the Reverend Doctor Cutler, should he be chosen to

represent this District in the next Congress ; but, viewing as

we do the critical state of our national affairs, the respectable

manner in which he has been brought forward as a candidate,

feeling an entire confidenee in his abilities, integrity, and

patriotism, and ardently desiring unanimity in the District,

we make the sacrifice of considerations very interesting to

ourselves, to unite our suffrages with those of our Fellow Citi-

zens who wish to support his election.' "]

JSfov.ll, Tues. Went to Boston. Attended General Court.

The gentlemen from Ipswich secured me a front seat next to

them.

Nov. 12, Wed. Governor met the two Houses at 12 o'clock.

Elected a Senator for the Commonwealth. Caucus at Mr.

Lowell's. Dined with him. At the caucus were 28 gentle-

men of both houses, and one or more from each district in the

Conamonwealth. Voted a list of Electors, and made other

arrangements. Voted, that each person present prepare thirty

copies of the list, and distribute them to-morrow at 9. o'clock,

in the Court House. I sat up till after 2 o'clock to prepare
votes.

Nov. 13, Thurs. This day 16 Electors of President and

Vice-President of the U. S. Avere chosen in convention of the

two Houses. The list we prepared the last evening was car-

ried in every instance with a handsome majority the first

trial. Went out to Dorchester, and lodged at Mr. Oliver

Everett's.

Nov. 14, Fri. Attended the House. At 4 o'clock Mr.

Jonathan Mason, of Boston, was elected member of the

Senate of the United States, vice Mr. Goodhue, resigned.

The Senate had elected Judge Sewall, but afterward concurred

with the House.

Nov. 15, Sat. At 12, chose Mr. Codman Senator for this

Commonwealth. Obtained leave of absence, and pay, 18

Dols. Came home.
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Dec. 26, Fi'i. We went to Salem, and dined with Mr.

Berry. Afternoon, at Dr. Barnard's. Spent part of the

evening at Dr. Prince's, viewing curiosities. We then at-

tended a political club at Mr. Putnam's, the lawyer. Present :

Messrs. Prescott, Bancroft, Pitman, Haslcett Derby, and Dr.

Little. Supped, and returned to Mr. Berry's.
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CHAPTER XIV.

FiHST Session' ix Congress—Letters to his Family and Dr. Dana kkom

Washington—Visits Mt. Vernon—Debate on Judiciary 1')11,i,.

[To Ephraim Cutler?^

Beverly, March 21, 1801.

3Iy Son :— . . With regard to my being elected a member

of Congress, I wrote you from Boston in February. I was fully

aware that in the highest probability very trying times were

approaching, and that a seat in Congress, to a Federalist,

must be extremely unpleasant if not hazardous. The state of

the district, the proceedings of some of the towns before I

had an intimation or the most distant idea of being thought of

as a candidate, and the pressing requests of friends whom I

highly respected, imposed the necessity of not absolutely de-

clining. I was urged not to say I would not go until the first

trial was made. It was believed by our first characters that

such exertion had been made and such influence obtained be-

fore it was mistrusted by the Federalists, that Dr. Kittredge
*

would be chosen. He is a man of abilities, possessed of highly

popular talents, well known and very highly esteemed as one

of the first physicians and surgeons in the State. Though
a high Jacobin at heart, yet apparently a moderate man. Be-

sides, six other candidates Avere brought forward in the pa-

pers, and by private inflvience, who professed to be Federal.

Thus circumstanced, I felt less reluctance in complying with

*Thomas Kittredge, M.D. (11. U., 1811), ;ui eminent .-<urge(in; boi'n,

Aiuiover, July, I74G; died, Oct., 18iJS. His iather and brothers were

distinguisiied surgeons. After receiving instruction trotn Master Moody,
at Byfield Academy, he studied medicine with Dr. Sawyer, of New-

buryport; began to practice in Andover in 17(58, and being in 1775 ap-

pointed surgeon lo the regiment of Colonel James Frye, was present
at the battle of Bunker Hill. Dr. K. had an extensive jiractice, was an

early member of the Massachusetts Medical Society, ;ind was in the

legislature several years and in the council in ISl()-j i
— Drakes Did. of

Am. Biog.
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the wishes of my friends—feeling assured that I should not be

chosen. The event proving as it did, and there appearing no

prospect of a union on either of the other candidates, I was,

in a sense, e-ompelled to consent.

What events are to follow the new order of filings time will

disclose. Jefferson's speech, though a mixed medley of

Jacobinism, Republicanism, and Federalism, of religion and

atheism, of sentiments consistent and inconsistent with the

constitution of an energetic government, yet it is extremely

smooth, and must be highly popular with the people at large.

There is a fair opening, and I think a hope, that he may
prove a prudent man, and, though the next Congress will

have a majority of Jacobins, the administration may not be

greatly changed. I did wish that Burr might be elected, I now

think it fortunate that Jefferson is chosen. If he pursues a

wise and prudent tone of conduct, he will have a hornet's nest

of Jacobins about his ears, and be stung by the insects he has

been so long hatching. He will never make a Bonaparte ;
but

Burr's unbounded ambition, courage, and perseverance would

prompt him to be a Bonaparte, a King, and an Emperor, or

any thing else which might place him at the head of the na-

tion. Nothing but a revolution can effect this, and nothing

will produce a revolution at present unless Jefferson abandons

the Federalists, and pursues all the wild, demoralizing schemes

of the Jacobins. I spent a considerable time lately with Tim-

othy Pickering, Esq.* It is his decided opinion, who knows

** Timothy Pickering was born in Salem, Massacliusetts, 1745, died

there, ]82',t. He graduated at Harvard, ITGM, and commenced the prac-

tice of law in 170S. He took an active part in politics prior to the

Revolution, wrote and delivered the address of the people of Salem to

Governor Gage on the Boston Port bill. He was Colonel of the Salem

militia regiment, and marched four companies of it in pursuit of the

British troops returning from Lexington. Upon the organization of

the provincial government of Massachusetts, he was appointed one of

the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for Essex County, and sole

Judge of the Maritime Court for the Middle District, including Bos-

ton, Salem, and other ))orts in Essex County. In ITTt) he recruited a

regiment for one year's service in the Continental Army. When mus-

tered out he was appointed, by request of General Washington, Adju-

tant-General of the army, with the rank of Colonel. The same year,
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Jefferson well, that he will make no great strides from the old

administration, and will look more to the Federalists than to

Jacobins for his support.

Your affectionate Parent,

M. Cutler.

It was during the first year of President Jefferson's admin-

istration that Dr. Cutler entered Congress, where he continued

four years, and then, because of long-continued and increasing

ill-health, he declined a re-election. The account of this pe-

riod, with its many interesting details, in the following pages,
is taken from his diary, and from letters written to his own

family, or to intimate friends, in which much freedom of ex-

1777, he was elected by Congress a memVjer of the Continental Board

-of War. In 1780 he succeeded General Nathaniel Greene as Quarter-

master Geneial. At the close of the war, in 1783, he formulnted a

plan for the establishment of a new state west of the AUeghanies, in

what is now the eastern half of Ohio, by officers and soldiers of the

Continental Ainiy, and outlined a government for it, an essential part
of which was the total and irrevocable prohibition of slavery. He con-

tinued to interest himself in it until J7S5, when he purchased a large
tract of land in rennsylvania, and removed to it. He held various

public offices in Pennsylvania, and was appointed by President Wash-

ington, 1790 to 1794, to negotiate tieaties with the Indians. In 1791

he was appointed Postuiaster-General. In 1794 he succeeded General

Knox as Secretary oi War. and in August, 1795, was appointed Secre-

tary of State, continuing in this ofiice until removed by Piesident Ad-

ams in 1800. Keturning to Massachusetts, in 1801, he was elected United

•Stated Senator in 1803, for the unexpired term of Dwight Fostei', and

re-elected in 1805 for a full term. He was a member of the Board of

War for Massachusetts, 1812 to 1815, and served one term in Congress,
1815 to 1817. Timothy Pickering was one of the greatest of the great

men who were in public life in the early d;iys of the nation. His true

place in history has never been given him. The following extract

from the inscription on his monument in Salem, Massachusetts, indi-

cates the esteem in which he was held by those who knew him best:

"Integrity, disinterestedness, energy, ability, fearlessness in the cause

ot Truth and Justice, marked his public conduct ; pure in morals,

simple in manners, sincere, benevolent, and pious in piivate life, he

was revered and honored." His life, one volume, prepared by his son,

Octavius Pickering, and three volumes by Hon. Charles W. Upham,
•was published in 1867 and 1873.
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pressiou is indulged. They indicate a time of great political

agitation, and show the Avriter's earnest and patriotic desire to

see the government established on safe foundations. His

habits of close observation, and facility in description, en-

able him to give some graphic sketches of men and passing

events.

Washington City, Dec. 5, 1801.

Rev. Dr. Dana.*

Dear Sir:—We arrived in this city on Wednesday evening.

Many of the members from diflFerent parts of the Union were

in before us, but we were not so happy as to find a single man
who was not strongly attached to the present administration.

From them little information is to be obtained. Fcav Fed-

eralists had arrived this morning. It is not in my power to

say any thing, with certainty, respecting the leading subjects

to be brought forward the present session. Conjecture is

alive, and some deep-laid plans, in opposition to the spirit of

the constitution, are said to be concerted. In this city, and

the adjacent country, the President is highly popular. There

is to be no speech at the opening of the session. The flimsy

pretense is, that speeches are anti-republican, but the true

reason you will easily conceive. It is said the President will

have no Levees during the session, which is to be very short;

that lengthy reports are to be given from the heads of depart-

ments, especialh^ one, that is to astoiiish the nation, from the

Genevan Treasurer; that the principal business of Congress
is already cut and dried, and is to be done, not in the tedious

and expensive way of long speeches, but in the summary manner

of silent voting. From information which, I think, admits of

very little doubt, the administration has tAvo leading objects

in view—one is to relax, as much as possible, every sinew of

government, and the other, to render it popular by the sem-

*.foseph Dana, D.D., born at Pomfret, Conn., Nov. 2, 1742; grad-

uated at Yale College, 1760. He was oidained pastor of the South

Church, Ipswich, Nov. 5, 1765. He was refined, gentlemanly, pious,

and patriotic. His intellectual endowments were of an higli order

and richly improved; his style strong, lucid, and sententious. Many
of his sermons were printed. Harvard College made him a Doctor of

Divinity in 1801. He died Nov. 16, 1827.—Felts History, Ipswich.
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blance of cheapness. A total change in the Judiciary system
is undoubtedly intended. Those who pretend to correct in-

formation, say there is to be but one federal court, and that,

a mere Court of Chancery, to which appeals may be made

from the state courts, where all causes are to originate and

pass a legal process, but I will not trouble you with mere con-

jecture. Your friend and lu'other,

M. Cutler.

Washington City, Dee. 5, 1801.

Dr. Torrey.*

Dear Sir:—I can say but little on the subject of politics,

without entering the field of conjecture. The Democrats ap-

pear to feel themselves strong
—

very close-mouthed when with

Federalists, and in constant consultation.

We are told by the President's friends, that it is to be a

very short session—business to be done in a summary way by

giving our silent votes—that it is to consist, principally, not

in framing but in repealing laws, which will require very little

time. There appears no doubt that the Democrats intend to

destroy the present Judiciary system. Many other changes are

mentioned, which I will not now enumerate. The great in-

terests of the country appear to be in a more alarming situa-

tion than I conceived them to be when I left home. But I am
confident there will be an able and determined opposition to

the eneinies of the Constitution, and, though numbers may
overcome, the conquest will not be so easy as seems to be im-

agined. By accounts this evening, both Houses will be un-

usually full on Monday. Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

^Joseph Torrey, M.D., born in Killingly, Conn., Match IS, 1768.

Died at Beverly, Dec. S, 1S5(). Married Mary, eldest daughter of Dr.

Cutler. He was the fifth in descent from Rev. Samuel Torrey, of Wey-
mouth, who declined the Presidency of Harvard <_ollege, and on three

occasions preached the Election Sermons. Dr. Torrey's progenitors
were distinguished in the medical profession, and he was himself a

well known and highly esteemed physician. He began to practice in

Rowley, then in Danvers, and, from 1805 to 1840, in Salem, Mass.

Mrs. Torrey died at Burlington, Vt., Sept., 1836, while on a visit to

her son, Rev. Joseph Torrey, D.D., President of the University of Ver-

mont.
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House of Representatives, Monday, Dec. 7, 1801.

Dr. Torrey.

Dear Sir :—The House is this instant called to order. Votes

for Speaker: Mr. Nathaniel Macon, who is chosen, 53; Mr.

James A. Bayard, 26
;
Mr. Samuel Smith (Mjyyland), 2.

Clerk : Mr. Beckle}^ (a red-hot Democrat), 57
;
Mr. Oswald

(the old clerk and a good Federalist), 29. This may perhaps

^ive you a tolerably correct idea of the strength of parties.

The Senate have chosen Mr. Abraham Baldwin as President

pro tempore. The Vice-President (Aaron Burr) is not ar-

rived, and it is said will not for several Aveeks. This is no doubt

a political maneuver.

Committee for waiting on the President to inform him that

the two Houses arc organized and ready to enter upon busi-

ness—from the Senate, Messrs. Anderson and Jackson
;
from

the House, Samuel Smith (Maryland), Griswold and Davis (Ken.)
Mr. Fearing

*
(delegate from the North-west Territory) is

here from Marietta. I have letters from Ephraim [his son]
—

all well. He is elected a member of the Legislature for the

County of Washington, and is now attending their General

Assembly. Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

*Paul Fearing was born in Warehani, Plymouth Co., Mass., Feb. 28,

1762. Graduated at Harvard University in 1785. On the first of May,

1788, he embarked at Boston for Baltimore, where he arrived on the

sixteenth of that month. Here he put his trunk into a wagon and

commenced the journey across the mountains on foot. He reached

Pittsburgh on the tenth of June, and embarked tlie same day in a boat

for Marietta, wiiere he arrived on the sixteenth. On the fourth of

July, he participated in the first proceedings had on the bank of the

Muskingum in honor of the day, and on the twentieth, listened to the

first sermon ever preached in the English tongue north-west of the

Ohio (by Rev. William Breck—Exodus 19: 5, 6). When the troops

left Fort Harniar, his intimate friend Major Doughty, made him a

present of his dwelling-house, a well-finished log-building, standing
in the south-west angle of the fort. In 1797, he was appointed Judge
of Probate for Washington County. He represented the Territory in

Congress from 1801-1803. In 1810, he was appointed Associate Judge
of the Court of Common Pleas. In 1814, was appointed Master Com-
missioner in Chancery. He was one of ihe first in Ohio who paid at-

tention to the raising of Merino Sheep. In his disposition, Mr. Fear-
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Washington, Dec. 8, 1801.

P. S. On the inclosed document [the Message of President Jef-

ferson], I have not time to make any remarks, nor is it neces-

sary. You will instantly see that it contains principles and ob-

jects, notwithstanding its popular cast, which must arrest the

most serious attention of every thinking American.

With what expedition these Democrats do their business !

It was in the press, and probably numbers struck off, before it

was communicated to Congress, that numerous copies might
be forwarded by this day's mail to every part of the country.

Washington, Dec. 14, 1801.

Major Burnham.*

Dear Sir :—The time I have been in the House has not

been long enough to form much acquaintance, or obtain much

knowledge of individual members. But I have the pleasure

of assuring you that the truly republican Federalists, though
a minority, possess a full proportion of the ability of the

House. Connecticut has, in both Houses, an able and respect-

able representation. Most of the Federalists from the Middle

and Southern States are men of handsome talents. Those

from N. Hampshire are good men and true. The decided

friends of the Constitution and a free and rational government
are : from Vermont, 1

;
New Hampshire, 4

; Connecticut, 7
;

New York, 3
; Pennsylvania, 3

; Delaware, 1
; Maryland, 3

;

ing was remarkably cheerful and pleasant. His frank, manly civility

and sound discriminating mind made liim a favorite vvitii the people,

as well as the courts, and' he had at his command much of the law

business of the country. He had great sympathy for the poor and

oppressed, and was ever ready to stretch forth his hand and open his

purse for their relief. He died August 21, 1822.—HiHory of Washington

County.
*
Major Thomas Burnham graduated at Harvard College, 1772; was

appointed teacher of the Ipswich Grammar School in 1774; continued

in that office for five years, when he entered the army, in which he at-

tained the rank of Major. After the peace, he resumed the office of

teacher, and kept the school six years, 1786-91
; again one year, 1793;

and afterward eleven years, 1807-17; in all, twenty-three years.
—New

Eng. Gen. and Hist. Register {April, 1852).

VOL. II.—4
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Virginia, 1
;
N. Carolina, 3

;
S. Carolina, 3

;
to -whicli ^ve may

add, Mass., 6
;

in the whole, 35.

You will probably hear little from the Federalists for the

present. It is a matter of notoriety that the leading Demo-

crats feel much chagrin in not meeting with a virulent opposi-

tion. There is nothing they more ardently wish, but they

will not be gratified-. In every constitutional measure tending
to promote the public good, they will find in the minority a

cheerful concurrence. When opposition is necessary, it will

be on the ground of just principles and fair reasoning, devoid

of passion or the spirit of party. Such is the policy which

has been proposed, and has met the full approbation of every
individual. It is also certain that the Democrats are not

agreed among themselves. Several instances have already

occurred, in which many of them have voted on the Federal

side. But it is unpleasant to know that Virginia has a decided

predominancy in the present legislature, and, having all the

Democrats subservient to her political views, will give law to

the nation. Sincerely, M. Cutler.

\J)r. Cutler to his daughter. '\

Washington, I>ec. 21, 1801.

3Iy Dear Betsy :
— ... It shall be the subject of this

letter to give you some account of my present situation and

of occurrences since I left home.

The city of Washington, in point of situation, is much more

delightfiil than I expected to find it. The ground, in general,

is elevated, mostly cleared, and commands a pleasing prospect

of the Potomac River. The buildings are brick, and erected

in what are called large blocks, that is, from two to five or six

houses joined together, and appear like one long building.

There is one block of seven, another of nine, and one of

twenty houses, but they are scattered over a large extent of

ground. The block in which I live contains six houses, four

stories high, and very handsomely furnished. It is situated

east of the Capitol, on the highest ground in the city. Mr.

King, our landlord, occupies the south end, only one room in

front, which is our parlor for receiving company and dining,

and one room back, occupied by Mr. King's family, the kitchen is
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below. The four chambers are appropriated to the eight gentle-

men who board in the fiimily. In each chamber are two narrow

field beds and field curtains, with every necessary convenience

for the boarders. Mr. Read and myself have, I think, the pleas-

antest room in the house, or in the whole city. It is in the

third story, commanding a delightful prospect of the Capitol,

of the President's house, Georgetown, all the houses in the

city, a long extent of the rrver, and the city of Alexandria,

The air is fine, and the weather, since I have been here, re-

markably pleasant. I am not much pleased with the Capitol.

It is a huge pile, built, indeed, with handsome stone, very

heavy in its appearance without, and not very pleasant within.

The President's house is superb, well proportioned and pleas-

ingly situated.

But I will hasten to give you a more particular account of

our family, which, I presume, will be more interesting to you
than the Geography of this District. Mr. King's family con-

sists only of himself, his lady and one daughter, besides the

servants, all of whom are black. Mr. King was an officer in

the late American Army, much of a gentleman in his manner,
social and very obliging. I have seen few women more agree-
able than Mrs. King. She almost daily brings to my mind

Dr. Lakeman's first wife. She was the daughter of Mr.

Harper, a very respectable merchant in Baltimore; has been

favored with an excellent education, has been much in the first

circles of society in this part of the country, and is in nothing
more remarkable than her perfect freedom from stiffness,

vanity, or ostentation. Their only daughter. Miss Anna, is

about seventeen, well formed, rather tall, small featured, but

is considered very handsome. She has been educated at the

best schools in Baltimore and Alexandria. She does not con-

verse much, but is very modest and agreeable. She plays
with great skill on the Forte Piano, which she always accom-

panies with a most delightful voice, and is frequently joined
in tbe vocal part by her mother. Mr. King has an excellent

Forte Piano, which is connected with an organ placed under it,

which she fills and plays with her foot, while her fingers are

employed upon the Forte Piano.

The gentlemen, generally, spend a part of two or three even-
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ings in a week in Mr. King's room, where Miss Anna entertains

us with delightful music. After we have been fatigued with the

harangues of the Hall in the day, and conversing on politics,

in difi'erent circles (for we talk about nothing else), in the

evening, an hour of this music is truly delightful. On Sunday

evenings, she constantly plays Psalm tunes, in which her

mother, who is a woman of real piety, always joins. We have

three gentlemen in the family (General Mattoon, Mr. Smith,

and Mr. Perkins) who are good singers and extravagantly fond

of mixsic, and always join in the Psalmody. Miss x^nna plays
Denmark remarkably well, and, when joined with the other

singers, it exceeds what I have ever heard before. But the

most of the Psalm tunes our gentlemen prefer are the old ones,

such as Old Hundred, Canterbury, which you would be de-

lighted to hear on the Forte-Piano, assisted by the organ
and accompanied with the voice.

We breakfast at nine, dine between three and four. If we

happen to be in the parlor in the first of the evening, at the

time Mrs. King makes tea in her own room, she sends in a

servant with a salver of tea and coiFee and a plate of toast,

but we never eat any supper.

I can not conclude without giving you some description, of

our fellow-lodgers, with whom I enjoy a happiness which I by
no means expected. We have Mr. Hillhouse, of New Haven,
and Judge Foster, of Brookfield, two of the most sensible and

respectable members of the Senate
;
Mr. Davenport,* of Con-

necticut, who is a deacon and a very pleasant, agreeable man
;

Mr. Smithjf who is the son of a clergyman, of very sprightly

*John Davenport, lawyer; member of Congress, IT'jO-LSOT; born at

Stamlord, Conn., Jan. 16, 1752; died there, 28th Nov., 1830; Yale Col-

lege, 1770; Tutor there, 1773; an active Revolutionary patriot and a

Major in the Commissary Department.—Historic of Stamford.

fJohn Cotton Smith, born in Sharon, Conn., Feb. 12, 17Go; gradu-
ated at Yale in 1783. He was a member of the General Assembly in

1793, and from 1796-1800, member of the Lower House; in 1799, was

elected Speaker; member of Congress from 1800-1SO6; again a mem-
ber of the Legislature, in 1809. He held the several ofhces of Gov-

ernor of Connecticut, from 1812-1817, Lieutenant-Governor, and Judge
of the Superior Court. He received the degree of LL D. from Yale

;
was

a member of the Northern Society of Antiquaries in Copenhagen; also
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and distinguished talents
;
Mr. Perkins,* of New London, a

man of very handsome abilities
;
General Mattoon,f much of a

gentleman, facetious
;
and Mr. Read and myself. It is re-

markable that all these gentlemen are professors of religion,

and members of the churches to which they respectively be-

long. An unbecoming word is never uttered by one of them,
and the most perfect harmony and friendliness pervades the

family.

Colonel Tallmadge came here with the hopes of boarding
with us, and tarried two or three days, but, when the other

gentlemen came, who had previously applied to Mr. King, he

was obliged, much to his regret and mine, to take lodgings in

another house.

I must add that I am exceedingly happy with Mr. Read.:{:

Were I to have made my choice among all the members of

Congress for one to have lived in the same chamber with me,
all things considered, I should have chosen Mr. Read. But,
after all I have said to you, it is not home, it is not where I

wish to be, and I long for the day when I shall set my face

eastward, to return to our family.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

of the Connecticut Historical Society and various religious associations.

Died at Sharon, Conn., Nov. 7, 1845.—Diet, of Gongresa (Lanman).
*Elias Perkins, Representative in Congress from Connecticut from

180I-IS03, having graduated at Yale College in 1786. He died in

1845.—Did. of Congress {Lanman).

f General Mattoon (Ebenezer), Revolutionary officer; born at Am-
herst, Mass., Aug. 19, 1755; died there, Sept. 11, 1843; grad. Dartmouth

College, 1776; from 1797-1816, Major-General of the 4th Division
; Adju-

tant-General of the State, 1816; State Senator, 1795-6; twenty years
sheriff of Hampshire; member of Congress, 1801-3. General Mattoon
was a scientific and practical farmer.—Drakes Diet. Amer. Biog.

J Nathan Read, born in Essex County, Mass., in 1760; graduated at

Harvard, 1781; member of Congress from Massachusetts from 1801-3.

He was devoted to science, and a petitioner for a patent for an inven-

tion before the patent laws were enacted; and before the time of Ful-

ton's experiments, he tried the effect ot steam upon a boat in Wen-
ham Pond. He died at Hallowell, Jan. LiO, 1849.—Diet, of Congress

(^Lanman).
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[From Rev. Dr. Dana to Dr. Cutler^

Ipswich, Mass., Dec. 22, 1801.

I think much, and with sincere sympathy, of the disagree-

ables of a situation where such a strong tide seems to be

against you. But I trust that gracious Heaven will never

cease to strengthen your heart, and the hearts of all your vir-

tuous companions, and carry you safe. There is yet a great

part to be acted for our country, and the sense of an enlight-

ened and virtuous minority, expressed according to the solem-

nity of the occasion, if it does not prevail within doors, may
without.

The message, I think, must have confirmed all the preceding

apprehensions. I hope it will arrest the attention of every

thinking Amei'ican. It is indeed very plausible, and will be

flattering to many. There is a weak side, by which many are

exposed, that whoever holds up the idea of great reforms,

great economy, and a lightening of their burdens, may too

easily run away with them. Your friend and brother,

J. Dana.
* JOURNAL.

Jan. 1, 1802, Friday. Although the President has no levees,

a number of Federalists agreed to go from the Capitol in coaches

to the President's house, and wait upon him, with the compliments
of the season. We were received with politeness, entertained

with cake and wine. The mammoth cheese *
having been pre-

* When Jefferson was chosen President, Elder John Leland proposed
that his flock should celebrate the victory by making for the new Chief

Magistrate the biggest cheese the world had ever seen. Every man
and woman who owned a cow was to give for this cheese all the milk

yielded on a certain day—only no Federal cow must contribute a drop.

A huge cider-press was fitted up to make it in, and on the appointed day
the whole country turned out with pails and tubs of curd, the girls

and women in their best gowns and ribbons, and the men in their

Sunday coats and clean shirt-collars. The cheese was put to press with

prayer, and hymn-singing, and great solemnity. When it was well

dried it weighed 1,G00 pounds. It was placed on a sleigh, and Elder

John Leland drove with it all the way to Washington. It was a jour-

ney of three weeks. All the country had heard of the big cheese, and

came out to look at it as the Elder drove along.
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sented this morning, the President invited us to go, as he ex-

pressed it,
" To the mammoth room and see the mammoth

cheese." There we viewed this monument of human weak-

ness and folly as long as we pleased, then returned. After

taking an early dinner eight of us set out for Mt. Vernon—
Mr. Hillhouse, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Smith, General Mattoon,

Mr. Perkins, Colonel Tallmadge, Mr. Goddard, and myself.

We went in the ferry-boat to Alexandria, and lodged at Gads-

by's hotel. This is said to be the first public house in Amer-

ica, and equal to most in Europe. We supped on canvas-back

ducks.

Jan. 2, Saturday. Set out for Mt. Vernon in two coaches

at seven, arrived at nine. We were cordially received and po-

litely entertained by Mrs. Washington. After breakfast we

rambled over the gardens, shrubberies, etc. . . . She

urged us to stay and dine, but we returned, and dined at

Gadsby's, and came home in the evening. In a letter to his

daughter Doctor Cutler writes of this visit :
" AVe left this

city about one (eight of us in number) ;
it being a perfect

calm, we did not arrive at Alexandria until some time in the

evening. Two coaches were ordered to be ready at six in the

morning, with the view of arriving at Mt. Vernon at eight,

sufficiently early to breakfast with Madam Washington. We
rose at four, and were dressed for our visit before the day-

light appeared, but by an unfortunate blunder in the servants

the coaches were not at the door until almost seven. The

distance is only nine miles, which mio;ht then have been trav-

eled in season, had not the road proved amazingly bad, and

our horses still worse. We did not arrive until after ten.

After leaving Alexandria about three miles, we entered a wood-

land, which continued, with the exception of a few openings
of cultivated fields, until we came within about a quarter of a

mile of the mansion-house on Mt. Vernon. As the road goes
out of the woods, which consist of tall and beautiful forests,

variegated with all the different kinds of trees, native in

this part of the country, it passes by a gate, where we leave

the road and pass through the gate nearly at right- angles, and

enter an open pasture. On passing through the gate, which

stands on an eminence, we at once, and very abruptly, come
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in full view of the house, on the side back from the river.

It appears on an eminence, not like a hill, but a level ground,
with a prettj deep valley between, covered with woods and

bushes of different kinds, which conceal the winding passage
from the gate to the house. ... In this situation the

house, with two ranges of small buildings extending in a

curved form, from near the corners of the house, till inter-

rupted by the trees, has quite a picturesque appearance, and

the effect is much heightened by coming out of a thick wood,
and the sudden and unexpected manner in which it is seen.

. When our coaches entered the yard, a number of

servants immediately attended, and when we had all stepped
out of our carriages a servant conducted us to Madam Wash-

ington's room, where we were introduced by Mr. Hillhouse,

and received in a very cordial and obliging manner. Mrs.

Washington w^as sitting in rather a small room, with three

ladies (grand-daughters), one of whom is married to a Mr.

Lewis, and has two fine children
;
the other two are single.

Mrs. Washington appears much older than when I saw her

last at Philadelphia, but her countenance very little wrinkled

and remarkably fair for a person of her years. She conversed

with great ease and familiarity, and appeared as much re-

joiced at receiving our visit as if we had been of her near-

est connections. She regretted that we had not arrived

sooner, for she always breakfsisted at seven, but our breakfast

would be ready in a few minutes. In a short time she rose,

and desired us to walk into another room, where a table was

elegantly spread with ham, cold corn-beef, cold fowl, red-

herring, and cold mutton, the dishes ornamented with sprigs

of parsley and other vegetables from the garden. At the head

of the table was the tea and coffee equipage, where she seated

herself, and sent the tea and coffee to the company. We were

all Federalists, which evidently gave her particular pleasure.

Her remarks were frequently pointed, and sometimes very

sarcastic, on the new order of things and the present admin-

istration. She spoke of the election of Mr. Jefferson, whom
she considered as one of the most detestable of mankind, as

the greatest misfortune our country had ever experienced.

Her unfriendly feelings toward him were naturally to be ex-
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pected, from the abuse lie has oflfered to General Washing-

ton, while living, and to his memory since his decease. She

frequently spoke of the General with great affection, viewing
herself as left alone, and her life protracted, until she had

become a stranger in the world. She repeatedly remarked the

distinguished mercies heaven still bestowed upon her, for

which she had daily cause of gratitude, but she longed for

the time to follow her depai-ted friend.

After breakfast we rambled about the house and gardens,

which were not in so high a style as I expected to have found

them. The house stands on an elevated level, is two stories

high, with a piazza in front, supported by a row of pillars on the

side toward the river, and is about five or six rods from a steep

bank descending to the edge of the water. The river is wide,

and affords a most delightful prospect far distant up and down

the stream, as well as beyond the opposite shore. But the whole

country appears to be an extended woods, with very few

houses or cultivated fields in any direction. In front of the

house is a grass plot, with trees on each side, and inclosed

with a circular ditch. On the right is an orchard, consisting

principally of large cherry and peach trees. At the bottom

of this orchard, and nearly opposite the eastern end of the

house, is the venerable tomb, which contains the remains of

the great Washington. This precious monument was the first

object of our attention. I Avill not attempt to describe our

feelings, or the solemn gloom on every countenance, as we ap-

proached the revered mound of earth. It is the sepulcher of

of the Washington family, where many of the ancestors of

the General are deposited. Situated at the extremity of the

grass plot, and on the edge of the bank, it is not seen until

you approach near to it. The mound of earth is not much

elevated, and is covered over with a growth of cypress trees,

a few junipers, and near it the ever-green holly tree, which

conceals it from the view until you come almost to it. The

side of the steep bank to the river is covered with a

thicket of forest trees in its Avhole extent within view of the

house. The tomb opens nearly toward the river, at an up-

right door, which was locked, and all the stone work is cov-

ered with earth, overgrown with tall grass and these trees,
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which appear to have been phinted, except at the sides and

over the cap of the door. Between the tomb and the bank,

a narrow foot-path, much trodden, and shaded with trees,

passes round it. Here Mrs. Washington, in gloomy solitude,

often takes her melancholy walks. Here every visitor, in

slow and solemn steps, approaches this venerable mound.

We all of us took boughs from the trees as precious relics of

our own and our country's best friend. I shall inclose a twig of

the cypress, and a leaf of the holly, from this ever to be

revered mound of earth* After we had taken a melancholy
leave of the tomb, we rambled over the gardens and shrub-

bery, which discovered much taste and neatness of design in

its former owner. ... I collected a quantity of seeds,

which I shall forward by water.

Mrs. Washington urged us to tarry to dine, but we were

obliged to return to Washington. She was likewise pressing in

her invitation to make her another visit before the close of the

session, and was so complaisant as to assure me, after offering

any of the shrubbery or young trees, if I would come again

toward the spring I should find a very different appearance,
and be furnished with whatever I wished to send home.

We tarried till about half after two, and then took our leave.

I must ackno\\'ledge that I am deeply in debt to the Doctor for

kind letters. . . . With my affectionate regards to him,

and love to the children, be assured that I am your tender

parent, M. Cutler,
5J

Jan. 3, 1802, Sundaij. The two Houses of Congress were in-

sulted by the introduction of Leland,'^' the Cheese monger, as

a preacher, ... text, "And behold a greater than Solo-

mon is here." Jefferson was present; the allusion was in-

*J()hn Iceland, clertrvman; born at riral'ton, Mass., May 14, 1754;

died at North Adams, Mass., January 14, 1841. A Baptist jtreacher in

Virginia in 1775-91. From 1792, until his death, he was settled in

Cheshire, Mass. His literary pr ductions, including essays, etc., pub-
lished in 1845. He was a man of jiieat eccentricity and shrewdness,

and a zealous Democrat. In the latter part of 1801 he went to Wash-

intrton to present to Jlr. Jefferson a mammoth clieese, weighing 1,450

pounds, as a testimonial of the esteem and confidence of the people
of Cheshire in the new chief magistrate.

—Drakes Diet. Am. Biog.



Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler. 59

tended and obliquely directed more to him than the glorious

Christ to whom the text refers. . . . His first observation

was :

" Solomon was born with a silver spoon in his mouth,
and a scepter in his hand."

Jan. 4, Monday. Apportionment bill before the House
;

long debate
;
sat late.

Jan. 5, Tuesday. In Committee of the whole on same.

Debates long, warm, and acjimonious. Sat till dark. Com-

mittee rose and reported.

Jan. 6, Wednesday. On the question of recommitment, de-

bates still more acrimonious and personal. Political parties

took their ground. Sat late. Vote 55 and 34, yeas and nays ;

not carried. Bill accepted.

Jan. 7, Thursday. Sore throat
;
did not go out.

Jan. 8, Friday. Mr. Governeur Morris * delivered in the

Senate a truly Ciceronian pliillipic on the repeal of the Ju-

diciary.

Jan. 9, Saturday. Spent the day in writing letters.

Jan. 10, J^ord's Day. Mr. Austin preached a flighty ser-

mon in the Hall.

Jan. 11, Monday. Fine day. Nothing very special.

Jan. 12, Tuesday. An attempt to refer the duty on Salt

to the Com. of Ways and Means; not obtained.

Jan. 13, Wednesday. Went with Messrs. Hillhouse, Foster,

Read, and Perkins, to wait on the Vice-President, Burr, to

pay our respects on his arrival in the city. Letters from Mr.

Bartlett, Dr. Torrey and wife.

Jan. 14, Thursday. Judiciary bill before the Senate.

"Governeur Morris, statesman and orator; born, Morrisania, X. Y.,

Jan. 31, 1752; died, Nov. 6, 1816. King's College, 1768. Son of Lewis

Morris (signer of Declaration of Independence). Member of Conti-

nental Congress, 1777-80. In July, 17M), lie was colleague of Robert

Morris, as Assistant Superintendent of Finance. He was one of the

Committee who drafted the Federal Constitution in the Convention of

1787, In 1788-91
,
he was in Fi-ance, occupied in selling land. Min-

ister to France, 1792 to October, 1794. Was United States Senator,

1800-3; acting with the Federalists, and actively opposing the aboli-

tion of the judiciary system, in 1802, in speeches of grent ability. He
was prominent in the great canal project of New York. Passed his

latter years in munificent hospitality.
—Drake's Diet. Am. Biog.
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Jan. 15, Friday. Still in Senate. Nothing very interest-

ing in the House. Mr. Read and I found the length of the

Capitol, from N.E. corner to S.E., one hundred and twenty

paces ;
the N. end, forty paces ; making the end 8 rods, and

the front 24 rods—covering more than one acre of ground.
But this includes the central area in part ;

but the part con-

necting the wings projects back beyond the line of the oppo-

site side, drawn from the two external corners.

Miss Anna gave us some good music this evening, particu-

larly the "
Way-worn Traveler,"

" Ma Chei-e Amie,"
" The

Tea,"
" The Twins of Latona "

(somewhat similar to
" Indian

Chief"),
"
Eliza,"

"
Lucy, or Selim's Complaint." These are

among my favorites. But "
Denmark,"

" Old Hundred,"
" St.

Martins," and several other old tunes, she plays incomparably
well. The foot organ is a prodigious addition to Forte-

Pianos.

Jan. 16, Saturday. No session.

Jan. 17, Sunday. At the Hall. Chaplain Parkinson

preached.
Jan. 18, Monday. Little done iu the House. Walked to

Georgetown. Spent part of the evening at Mr. Balch's.

Jan. 19, Tuesday. . . . Little done in the House. Re-

port for repeal of Judiciary in the Senate.

Jan. 20, Wednesday. Not much done in House. Mr. Balch,

of Georgetown, dined with us.

Jan. 21, Thursday. Attempts to bring forward a motion to

inquire whether it be expedient to reduce duties on Bohea

Tea, Brown Sugar, and Coffee— to no effect.

Jayi. 22, Friday. Very little done. Adjourned to Monday.
Ja7i. 23, Saturday. Wrote letters. Delivered Spofford's

papers to Clerk of the Court, Mr. Forsyth. Obtained an order

or a check on the bank at the Treasury office for $230, and in

cash, $10.

Jan. 24, Lord's Day. Preaching very indifferent in the

Hall, by Mr. Parkinson. Few members of Congress, many

ladies, and full gallery.

Jan. 25, Monday. Question to inquire into the expendi-

tures in collecting each duty of the internal tax—Yeas and

Nays, lost—Salt, loaf Sugar, Tea, and Coffee. The Demos
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all silent
;
not a word from their side of the House on any of

the questions, nor a word offered in answer to any on our side.

Thus business goes much against us.

Jan. 26, Tuesday/. Weather still very fine.

Jan. 27, Wednesday. House passed several bills. Ther-

mometer, 58°.

Jan. 28. Ther., 65°. . . .

Jan. 29, Friday. Ther.,,at sunrise, 60°.

Jan. 30, Saturday. Went early in the morning to George-

town, Avhere Mr. Frank Dodge, Mr. Tenney, and myself, took

horses, and went up to the great falls, about 12 miles. Visited

on our way the cannon foundry ;
saw them boring the solid

cast-iron cannon. Viewed the locks at the lower falls, where

the boats pass with ease. The canal is about 2 miles in length.

Passed the great bridge, which is a very handsome one, and

well built, in the form of the bridge over the Merrimac above

Newburyport. The river very narrow near and at the bridge,

but said to be deep. Arrived at the great falls, and put up at

Mr. Myers'. The appearance, of the river is singular ;
filled

with rocks about three-fourths mile—no large cataracts, but

frequent falls, and brought into a narrow bed with high rocky
banks at the locks. At the lower locks, appeared about 40

feet wide
;
said to be 35 feet deep. The work of the locks, 6

in number, very neat. The lower lock cut through a solid

rock, by blowing, about 47 feet deep and 12 feet wide. The

water was to have passed this day ; but, not being quite com-

pleted, is to be opened for the passage of boats on Tuesday.
The canal is three-fourths of a mile. It is a place capable of

much business by water-works, but indolence reigns, and the

country through which we passed the picture of laziness,

negligence, and poverty. Old fields and woods. Returned.

Jan. 31, Sunday. Attended Mr. McCormick in the Capitol.

Preached a pretty good sermon on forbearance.

Washington Jan. 4, 1802.

Rev. Dr. Dana.

Dear Sir:— . . . Some trying questions have been

agitated. An attempt to appoint Duane the printer of the

House, and to constitute him an oflBcer of government with
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a salary, was as much a trial of the strength of parties as

any thing which has yet taken place. Though a majority in

this instance was on the right side, it affords no ground of de-

pendence in future. This day the Judiciary business was

broached for the first time in both Houses. . . . The

Judiciary system was formed with much deliberation and wis-

dom, and when viewed in all its parts and relations, is perhaps
as good a one as can be expected. It costs only 30,000 dollars

per annum to support the Judiciary in all its branches, and

gentlemen of the law say, it appears by the document on our

table that the quantum of business is far greater than they
had conceived. But the objection is not to the system, as

such, but to its independence. The blow will be directed to

the foundation of this bulwark of our liberties—of equal and

impartial justice
—of our lives and property. Of what value

will be our Constitution, when this vital principle is destroyed
—

the independence of the judges ? When they become the

creatures of tlie Executive, or of the Legislature, or of the

combined powers of government, they will become the sport

of caprice and the spirit of party. As the Senate are more

obsequious to the views of the Executive than the House, the

business goes through the ordeal of that body first, and notice

was given this day that a motion for leave to bring in a bill

for the repeal of the last Judiciary laws, and certain clauses

in all preceding laAvs made under the present government, on

the day after to-morrow. My dear sir, this is a trying mo-

ment. How seriously critical and alarming is the state of our

country ! How extremely difficult to awaken the attention of

the people ! May kind Heaven interpose, as in time past, in

the hour of extremity ! How necessary the exertions and

prayers of all good men !

The friends of the Constitution find that they have a very
critical and delicate part to act. If they meet their opponents

upon the ground of fair reasoning, and dispute them inch by

inch, it will probably be the thing they wish for
;

it will afford

them opportunity for displaying themselves in long speeches,

which they can give to the public under advantages denied to

the other party, who have no Federal stenographer on the

floor. Speeches from Democratic members generally appear
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with a much better grace in the papers than when spoken,

and some that might have been intended, but never Avere

spoken.* On the other hand, the Federalists find their speeches

mutilated, deranged, often wholly omitted, and made to say

things never intended nor uttered. It is a fact, which the

more candid Democrats do not hesitate to acknowledge, that

much the largest portion of the ability of this House is on the

Federal side. Were there printers in this city, as there are

in Philadelphia, the public might derive much information, and

form correct opinions, from the debates. But as the case is,

little can be done. Little is to be hoped for, unless something
different from the present mode of proceeding can be adopted.

Some very respectable characters have proposed, when these

alarming subjects are brought forward, there should be perfect

silence on the Federal side. Let the Democrats go the lengths

they wish, without throwing obstacles in their way, any further

than giving a negative vote
;
and let a protest, clearly stating

the reasons which influenced the conduct of the Federalists,

and which will place this subject in the clearest and most im-

pressive points of light, be signed by all the Federal party.

Though it would not be admitted on the journals of the House,

it may be spread in sufficient numbers among the people, and

have a better eft'ect than the newspaper publication of debates.

Consultations are daily held, but no particular measures are

yet adopted.
Your friend and brother, M. Cutler.

Washington, Jan. 4, 1802.

Dr. Torrey.

i)ear Sir:— . . . You very justly remark that the ad-

dress is intended to secure popularity. But this is not all.

The popular parts conceal from the unthinking and unsus-

*
Washington-, Fd. 10, 1 8()±

There is a secret about the newspaper reports which you ought to

know. Many things are tokl there which never happen. Speeclies

are printed as made which never were made. Many speeches actually

made never appear. According to the temper, humor, and party of

the editor, debates are mutilated, garbled, and perverted.
—Dr. Mitchell's

Letters, lb01-18!;'i {in Harper's Mont/iL, April, 1879).
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picious insidious strokes at the vitals of the Constitution, as '

well as measures hostile to the existence of the government.
You would be ready to doubt my veracity, were I to recite

to you the debasing methods which are pursued here and in

this part of the country to gain the applause of the multitude.

The low popularity which is so assiduously courted must be of

short duration, without some solid ground for its support, and

ought not to excite any serious apprehension, were it not for

the destructive measures which in the meantime are to be ac-

complished.
Since the commencement of the session very little business

has been done. Much good humor has apparently prevailed,

and, contrai-y to the policy intended to have been pursued,
mere necessity has compelled the friends of the government
to take the lead and the management of business very much

upon themselves. But the ball is now beginning to open*
Some trying questions have been agitated. This day the Ju-

diciary business has been broached in both Houses. What
form it will assume, and what turns and twists it may undergo,
it is impossible to say. The plan, in its full extent, is un-

known, and will be varied, whatever it is, as strength and

other circumstances may dictate. It is, in itself, a subject of

the most serious and interesting nature, and the more so, "be-

cause the people generally, and a large proportion of the well

informed, Avill not see the fatal consequences. The Judiciary
is not a subordinate but a co-ordinate part of the government;
it is the great barrier betAveen the government and the peo-

ple ;
it is the bulwark of our liberties, the vital principle of

our Constitution, and it is, by that instrument, as carefully

and fully secured as, perhaps, it was possible to do on paper.

If the intentions of the party are effected, of which I think

there is no doubt, the Constitution is gone. As the Senate,

very unfortunately, is more subservient to the views of the

Executive than the House, it is to go through its first ordeal

in that branch.

The situation of our country is, my friend, at this moment,

extremely critical and alarming. May kind Heaven inter-

pose, as in time past, in the hour of extremity. With regard
to internal taxes, it is impossible to form any opinion of what
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"will be done. Gallatin has expressed himself to some of the

Federalists rather doubtful about the expediency of abolishing

them, but with what views is very uncertain. There are two

objects in view—one is to attack the funded debt, and the

other, a direct tax upon the people ;
but they find much cau-

tion and contrivance necessary to accomplish them. At this

session nothing more than some preparatory steps is expected.
The tales that are told about a cheap government and the

retrenching of expenses are perfectly idle. I believe, upon
evidence which appears to me conclusive, that greater sums of

public money have been unnecessarily and foolishly lavished

away since the 4th of March than during the preceding twelve

years' administration. Much has been said about a short ses-

sion, but it is the opinion of the best Judges, that the busi-

ness which ought to be done this session would not be com-

pleted, if we were to sit till June. It is, however, ray pres-
ent opinion, that on principles of popularity the adjournment
will take place the last of February or the first of March,
whatever may be the state of business.

Many of our friends at the eastward have hoped that much
information would be given to the people from the Federal de-

bates in Congress. Undoubtedly, the first characters for real

ability and talent in public speaking are on their side. Though
their number is so small, they abound with good speakers. A
very great proportion of their best speakers have not yet

opened their mouths on the floor.

On the other side, there are only two who deserve the name
of speakers. Eustis, of Boston, has been forward, but ex-

tremely awkward and blundering. Bacon is often up, chop-

ping his logic, but never without exciting ridicule. Notwith-

standing, the hopes of our friends must be disappointed, for

the man who takes down the debates is a flaming Democrat,
and the speeches of the Federalists are either omitted or

strangely mutilated, while those on the othe^ side are corrected,

amended, and in some instances nearly fabricated. Under the

new order of things, there are no Levees, but the members are

invited to dine with the President in rotation, and what is

strange (if any thing -done here can be strange), only Federal-

VOL. II.—5
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ists or only Democrats are invited at the same time. The.

number in a day is generally eight, and when the Federalists

are invited, there is one of the heads of Departments, which

makes nine. Mr. Read and myself were honored with a pretty

early invitation. I believe about a fortnight ago. Generals

Shepard and Wadsworth* (of Mass.), General Morris (of Vt.),

Mr. Morris and Van Rensselaer f (N. Y.), and Mr. Hill (N.

Carolina), were our company. All decided Federalists. We
enjoyed ourselves very wpll ;

were social, and handsomely re-

ceived and entertained. On New Year's day, a number of the

Federalists were determined to keep up the old custom, though

contrary to what was intended, of waiting on the President,

with the compliments of the season. We went at eleven, were

tolerably received, and treated with cake and wine. We had,

likewise, the honor of viewing the mammoth cheese. It had,

a little before, on this morning, been presented with all the

parade of Democratic etiquette. The President invited us to

" Go into the mammoth room to see the mammoth cheese."

Last Sunday, Leland, the cheesemonger, a poor, ignorant, il-

literate, clownish preacher (who was the conductor of this

monument of human weakness and folly to the place of its

destination), was introduced as the preacher to both Houses

of Congress, and a great number of gentlemen and ladies from

I know not where. The President, contrary to all former

practice, made one of the audience. Such a performance I

never heard before, and I hope never shall again. The text

was, "And behold a greater than Solomon is here." The de-

sign of the preacher was principally to apply the allusion, not

*
Major-Genenil Peleg Wadsworth, born, Duxbury, Mus-;., M;iy 6,

1748; died at Iliratn, Maine, November 18, I8'iy; Harvard University,

176'.). Joined the Revolutionary Army as Captain of minute men at

Roxbury; .Aide to General Ward, and afterward Adjutant-General ior

Massachusetts. Was Brigadier-General of Mditia in 1777. In 1 7'J2,

he was elected State ^Senator; was member of Congress in 1792-1806.

His son. Lieutenant Henry Wadswortli, U. S. N., distinguished in the

Tripolitan war, died off Ti-ipoli, Septemlier 4, 1804, aged 19, by the ex-

plosion of a fire ship.
—Drake's Did. Am. Biog.

-|-
William Van Rensselaer was born in 1763; was a member of Con-

gress from New York from 1801 to 1811, alter which he retired to

private life, and died in New York City, June IS, 1845.
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to the person intended in the text, but to him who was then

present. Such a farrago, bawled with stunning voice, horrid

tone, frightful grimaces, and extravagant gestures, I believe,

was never heard by any decent auditory before. Shame or

laughter appeared in every countenance. Such an outrage

upon religion, the Sabbath, and common decency, Avas ex-

tremely painful to every sober, thinking person present. But

it answered the much-wished for purpose of the Democrats, to

see religion exhibited in the most ridiculous manner. On

Friday last, Messrs. Hillhouse, Davenport, J. C. Smith, Mat-

toon, Perkins, Tallmadge, and Goddard, and myself, made a

visit to Mount Vernon, to pay our respects to Mrs. Washing-
ton. We were received in tlie most polite and cordial manner,,

and handsomely entertained. She appeared in good health,

but like one who has sustained a loss that will always remain

fresh in her mind. She spoke of the General with great affec-

tion, and observed that, though she had many favors and

mercies, for which she desired to bless God, she felt as if she

was become a stranger among her friends, and could welcome

the time when she should be called to follow her deceased

friend.

My time has lately been so occupied, that it has not been in

my power to write so frequently to my friends as I have

wished. Some matters before Congress, respecting navigation,

have rendered it necessary to write repeatedly to commercial

gentlemen for particular information. But, particularly,

much time has been employed, and must still be, as one of the

committee foi" investigating the expenditures, appropriations,
and accounts of the heads of Departments, foreign ministers,

and other public ofl&cers, since the establishment of the present

government. An intention to stigmatize the character of Mr.

Pickering has occasioned the appointment of this committee.

You will see, by the debates, that Mr. Nicholson originated
the motion.

The business has taken a turn very different from Avhat was

intended, or was even apprehended. The motion, instead of

being confined to Mr. Pickering, has been extended to all the

heads of Departments, and, as far as the investigation has

gone, there is ground to believe defaults will be found, and
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to a large amount, where there was no apprehension, and

wholly on the side of the party who have brought this business

forward. But I am not at liberty to mention any particulars

until the investigation is completed.

Your aifectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, Jan. 26, 1802.

Dr. Dana.

Dear Sii- :
—

. . . The 10th No. of the Fanner has

come to me in the Boston papers, and we are pleased to find it

followed by the able pen of Sulpicius. So far as I can learn,

the Farmer's numbers have not been published in the papers
of any description on this side of N. England, excepting in

the Aurora, and some extracts of the 10th No., not relating

to the clergy, in the Washington Federalist. These extracts

are followed with comments by some writer here. The same

kind of mania which the Farmer has discovered in his num-

bers still rages upon him now he is here. Of all the opposers

of Federalism, he is the most virulent, and no doubt can be

entertained of a perfectly good understanding between him

and his Master in all his measures to support the present ad-

ministration. The little regard paid to religion among the

southern democrats, and the clergy having no kind of influence,

may be a reason why the 10th No. has not been published in

the southern papers. In speaking of the clergy as wholly
destitute of influence, those of the cities of New York and

Philadelphia are to be excepted. Among the democrats of

Congress it is a prevailing opinion that the people of the New

England states are governed by their clergy, whom they con-

sider as aristocrats, and afi'ect to lament the unhappy state in

which those people will continue to be until that influence is

destroyed. In a word, every thing, they pretend to believe,

which is opposed to the prevalence of Oodivinism, is friendly

to aristocracy.

Immediately on receiving your queries, I put them in the

hands of Mr. Hillhouse, of our family, who, . . . having

been longer in Congress than any present member of the Sen-

ate, has, I believe, a better knowledge of the political charac-
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ter of the man whose conduct is to be investigated. He feels

no hesitation in answering every query, but many of them are

of a nature which will not admit that the answers should be

substantiated by specific facts, as is the case with many well-

founded historical relations. But he is disposed to afford his

aid in collecting such facts, and other material, as can be ob-

tained. I have since put the queries into the hands of Mr,

Tracy, who told me this raarning he should be able to afford

much information, which he was arranging, and would call in

a day or two and furnish me with it. I had only a few words

with him as we were going into Congress. There are papers

in the hands of the Secretary of the Senate that may be use-

ful, to which I can have access, but have not yet found leisure

to examine them. Being one of a Committee appointed in

consequence of a motion respecting Mr. Pickering, to " in-

quire whether moneys drawn from the Treasury have been

faithfully applied and accounted for," etc., I think there is a

probability in the course of this business, in which many of

the books and papers of the Heads of Departments must be

examined, that I may find some documents relating to the

queries. Mr. Griswold is on the Committee, to whom I can,

with safety, communicate my wishes and obtain his assistance.

Mr. Giles, who is of the Committee, has been absent several

weeks, which has prevented much progress. But I am not

without fears that the opportunity may be prevented, by a de-

termination of the Committee not to pursue the object of their

commission. At our last meeting sufficient information was

obtained perfectly to exculpate Mr. Pickering, but from strong

suspicion of other defaulters, and men of another party, there

appeared a disposition to suspend inquiry.

Unfortunately, the spirit of party and the majority in

Committee is the same as in the House. Mr. Nicholson,

Giles, and Dickeson Avere one side, and Mr. Griswold and my-
self on the other, in every question we discussed. It will

be in the power of the majority to close the inquiry when

they please. There is a hope, however, that it will be pur-
sued.

The Bill before the Senate for repealing the judiciary laws

(which were enacted by the last Congress) was this day passed
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—
yeas, 15; nays, 15—and the AHce-President gave the cast-

ing vote in favor of the Bill. When the previous resolution

passed, the yeas were 15 and nays IrS, but Mr. Ross and Mr,

Ogden have since arrived, who complete the full number of

Federalists in that House. The Bill has, indeed, to pass a

third reading, but it is not usual, nor is it intended, at that

time, to make any opposition.

In the House very little business of public importance has

been yet done. Much of the last week was taken up with

attempts to instruct the Committee of Ways and Means to

make particular inquiry whether it be expedient, or not, to

reduce the duty on salt, or on brown sugar, bohea tea, and

coffee—articles of general consumption among the poorer

classes, and on which specific duties are paid much too high
for the price they will bear in a time of peace. But not even

an inquiry into the expediency could be obtained. Yesterday
an attempt Avas made to call upon the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to lay before the House in detail the expenses of collect-

ing the internal taxes, which has been the great ostensible

argument for repealing them, but in vain. Another trial for

inquiry, respecting the duties on salt, sugar, tea, and coffee,

was made, but failed. The majority are so much Frenchified

that, like the silent branch of the French Government, they
voted without debating. Several very argumentative and im-

pressive speeches were made by members on our side the

House, and the debates occupied nearly the whole day, but

not a member on the opposite side opened his mouth, unless

in "
grinning a horrid smile."

The yeas and nays on all these, and on a great number of

other questions, have been taken, but the names have not been

permitted, in one instance, to be inserted in the papers. Until

it was found that the names could be suppressed, the most

forcible argument that could be offered on any question was a

call for the vote by yeas and nays, but now even this solitary

argument has lost its effect. And within a few days a new mode

of giving the debates in the Democratic papers is adopted.

Messrs. Duane and Smith are displaying their talents in giv-

ing them in summaries. You will find the debate on the sub-

jects I have mentioned (probably in your papers) given in this



Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler. 71

way. The speeches on both sides (when there were such) are

named, and some of the arguments, pro and con, but in a man-

ner totally adverse to the truth. Many of the arguments on

our side are mentioned, but a cast is given them which renders

them futile, or really favorable to their opponents, while those

on the opposite side are exhibited in pointed and popular

strains.

From what has passed ill the Houses, beyond all doubt, the

internal system of taxation will be abolished. A direct tax

is talked of, but an increase of duties on imports is, at present,

more probable. The Select Committee have this day reported

a bill for repealing the former and enacting a new naturaliza-

tion law. It has not been taken up, but I believe it will fully

meet the Avishes of Jefferson. When the Judiciary bill comes

before our House, it is expected that the majority Avill give it

their silent vote, and not improbably this mode of doing busi-

ness will prevail throughout the session. "
tempera,

mores !

" We are much alarmed at seeing the names of the

Committee from the two Houses of Massachusetts, appointed

to answer the Governor's speech. Will you write me on this

subject? Your friend and brother, M. Cutler.

Feh. 1, 3Ionday. Attended Congress. Considerable done.

Feb. 3, Wednesday. Question on Judiciary bill taken in the

Senate and passed
—

ayes, 16, nays, 15.

Feh. 4, Thursday. Judiciary bill came to our House.

Sensible impression made on every countenance when an-

nounced, but the feeling of the two sides of the House very

different.

Feh. 6, Saturday. Dined at the President's—Messrs. Hill-

house, Foster, and Ross, of the Senate
;
General Bond, Wads-

worth, Woods, Hastings, Tenney, Read, and myself. Dinner

not as elegant as when we dined before. Rice soup, round of

beef, turkey, mutton, ham, loin of veal, cutlets of mutton or

veal, fried eggs, fried beef, a pie called macaroni, which ap-

peared to be a rich crust filled with the strillions of onions, or

shallots, which I took it to be, tasted very strong, and not

ao;reeable. Mr. Lewis told me there were none in it
;

it was

an Italian dish, and what appeared like onions was made of
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flour and butter, with a particularly strong liquor mixed with

them. Ice-cream very good, crust wholly dried, crumbled

into thin flakes
;
a dish somewhat like a pudding—inside white

as milk or curd, very porous and light, covered with cream-

sauce—very fine. Many other jiracracks, a great variety of

fruit, plenty of wines, and good. President social. We drank

tea and viewed again the great cheese.

Feh. 7, Lord's Lay. Mr. McCormick preached in the Hall.

Feb. 8, Monday. Engaged in destroying the Mint. . . .

The President sent me Dr. Lettsom's Observations on Cow-

pox, with a very polite note.

Feh. 10, Wednesday. Motion for repealing the internal

system of taxation.

Feh. 11, Thursday. Returned the President Dr. Lettsom's

Observations on the Cow-pox, with a pretty long billet, ac-

knowledging his politeness, and some remarks on the work.

Feh. 12, Friday. Nothing very interesting.

Feh. 13. Making arrangements for the attack on the Ju-

diciary, expected on Monday.
Feb. 14, Lord's Day. Mr. Gant preached in the Hall. A

very full Assembly. Mr. Jefi"erson present.

Feb. 20, Saturday. On Thursday evening, about 10, Mr.

Dayton, going to bed, pulled ofi" a pair of silk stockings, laid

his stockings on his slippers at the bedside. He perceived

some sparks as he pulled them off". In the morning both

stockings were burnt to a cinder, threads appearing to lie in

their position in a coil
; slippers burnt to a crisp ; carpet burnt

through and floor to a coal, so as to cause the resin to run.

Lay near the bed, and near the curtains. By electrical fluid.

Many gentlemen noted the sparkling of their silk stockings as

they went to bed. I wore silk stockings that day, but did not

notice sparks. The clock (or figured work) of one of the

stockings, which was stretched out, was to be seen. Garter

under the stocking, end out, Avas not burnt.*

*A very singular occiirronce Iims liii])])eiip(l to Cieiieral Diiytoii. of

Elizabethtown, one of the New .lersey Senators. He pulled off his

stockings of silk, under which were another pair of woolen gauze, just

as he was going to bed The foi mer weie dropped on the small carjiet

bv the bedside, and the latter were thiown to some distance near its
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Dr. Cutler's diary is omitted for the next week. His let-

ters, here given, contain a fuller account of the proceedings

in Congress :

Washington, Feb. 1, 1802.

Dr. Torrby.

Bear Sir :
— ... I found this morning the sprigs and

holly leaf taken as precious relics from the tomb of the great

Washington (which I had folded up for the purpose of in-

closing them to Mrs. Torrey) were left.

I wrote to her at a very late hour at night, after having been

extremely fatigued with business in the evening, and inad-

vertently sealed the letter without, thinking of what I had

promised to inclose. Having a number of letters on Saturday

morning to put into the box for the mail, I made another mis-

take, and did not put her letter in with the rest. Last even-

ing I wrote to you, and sent her letter with it to the office.

You Avould not wonder at these mistakes were you sensible

of the state of things here, and of some particular business

with which, as the member of a committee, I have for some

time past been incessantly engaged. In a former letter I ob-

served that you could form no idea of the debates in Con-

gress from the papers. On one side amended, or perhaps
new made, on the other, the best parts omitted or altered.

Since that time so much complaint has been made, that they
have appeared with more correctness. The Federalists in the

Senate, when debating on the repeal of the Judiciary, aware

of this evil, have taken the precaution, either before or after,

to commit their speeches to paper, and they are published, it

foot. Electrical snaps and sparks were observed by him to be unusu-

ally prevalent when he took off his stockings. He slept until morn-

ing, when the silk stockings were found to be converted to coal, hav-

ing the semblance of sticks and threads, but falling to pieces on being
touched. There was not the least cohesion. One of the slippers,

which lay under the stockings, was considerably burned. One of the

woolen garters was also burned in pieces. 'J'he carpet was burned

through to the floor, :irid the floor its<'lf was scorched to charcoal. It

was a case of spontaneous combustion—the candle having been care-

fully put out, and there being very litile fire on the hearth, and both of

them being eight oi- more feet from the stockings.
— Dr. MitcluU's Let-

ters from Washington {Harpers Monthly, April, 1879).
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is said, with considei'able correctness. Yoii will find there

has been much able speaking on both sides the question. Mr.

G. Morris has shoAvn with distinguished luster. His eloquence
has never been surpassed, it is said, in either House of Con-

gress. And perhaps a more interesting subject Avas never be-

fore deliberated by any legislative body in America. The

majority in the Senate are impelled by a vindictive, selfish,

inflexible spirit, which nothing can resist or moderate. We
see how insignificant the best constructed paper Constitution

will prove when opposed to the interests and passions of

men.

The stroke now aimed at the vital principle, which is the

Judiciary branch, should it take effect, will prove that ours is

is of very little value.

The security of every political Constitution consists in the

moral rectitude and sound principles of those who administer

it. When these requisites are so defective as to yield to the

accommodations of party views and interests, it is mere de-

lusion to expect Constitutional secvxrity.

Your aff. parent,
M. Cutler.

Washington, Feb. 4, 1802.

Dr. Dana.

Dea7' Sir:—I take my pen at this moment just to inform

you of the progress of the Judiciary bill in the Senate. . . .

On the question for passing the bill to the third reading the

yeas were 15 and nays, 15. Of course the Vice-President gave
the casting vote, which was in favor of the bill. Every hope
of stopping its progress was given up. The next morning,

however, very unexpectedly, a motion was brought forward to

inquire whether any, and what, amendments were necessary to

be made in the Judiciary system of the United States. On
the question, yeas, 15, nays, 15. The Vice-President gave the

casting vote in favor of it. A committee of five were chosen,

three of whom (to the surprise of
all) Avere warm opposers of

the bill (Mr. Dayton, Calhoun, and Morris). A glimmer of

hope now dawned, but soon vanished. Mr. Bradly, who had

been absent, arrived, and Mr. Howard happened to be out of
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the city. The opportunity was embraced by Mr. Brecken-

ridge for bringing forward a motion to discharge the com-

mittee. On taking the question
—

yeas, 16, nays, 14. The bill,

of course, in its original shape, was taken up. Very inter-

esting, warm, and pointed debates followed.

Your friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

Washington, Feb. 5, 1802.

Dr. Torrey :

Dear Sir:—The day before yesterday the Judiciary bill,

after a very animated and very pointed debate, continued

through a long session, was finished in the Senate. As the

sun was setting the question was taken, and the bill passed.

Ayes, 16, nays, 15. This circumstance has occasioned an ob-

servation, which is much circulated in the city (who are al-

most all Democrats;, that the Sun in the Heavens, and the Con-

stitution of the Country, went down on that fatal day, at the

same moment. The Remonstrarice from the Philadelphia law-

yers, which seems to have originated with the highest Jacobins

in the country, Dallas, McKeen, Smith, and others, and being
forwarded by Dallas and McKeen, as the committee, has made
more impression on the majority than any thing else. They
are evidently alarmed at the rash measures their friends are

pursuing here, and think they are going so fast as to defeat

their own plans. Have you ever seen the little book called
" The Progress of Good Intent ?" It has been lately printed
in Charleston, Mass., and is a most excellent thing. If you
have not seen it, wish you by all means to procure it. It is

designed to point out the follies of Jacobinism, and to counter-

act the wretched effects of Godwinism, which is now prevail-

ing in the country. It will afford you a rich entertainment.

Your affectionate parent,

M, Cutler.

Washington, Feb. 21, 1802 {evening).
To Rev. Dr. Dana.

. I informed you that the Judiciary bill came to the

House, and was made the order of the day for last Monday,
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the 15th. It was called up on that day immediately after the

House came to order.

Mr. Bayard moved that a consideration of it be postponed
until the third Monday in March. He urged reasons which

were unanswerable, in a speech of considerable length, and

the majority evidently intended not to attempt to answer, as

appeared by a vociferous call for the question. But they
were not able to get rid of the motion so easy. Several mem-

bers on our side rose and insisted on the right of speaking.

At length they were compelled to take a part in the debate,

which continued till after 5 P. M. Question by yeas and nays :

for the motion, 35
; against, 61. Mr. Dennis then moved for

postponement for one week, on account of his own ill-health,

and that of a number of the members who had very hoarse

colds. Yeas and nays as before, excepting that three or four

members happened to be out of their seats. The House then

(about 6) went into Committee of the Whole. Mr. John C
Smith, of Connecticut (of our family), in the chair. As soon

as the bill was read, the Committee rose and the House ad-

journed. ... It gives you some idea of the spirit with

which this highly interesting business is taken up, and, I be-

lieve, the numbers as they will stand on the final decision.

Tuesday, (he IGth. Gallery and Lobby very full at an early

hour. The Senate met and adjourned. Vice-President and

members, with a large number of ladies and gentlemen, on the

floor of the House. Soon after the House came to order, went

into Committee on the bill, and the debates commenced. A

solemnity appeared in every part of the Hall worthy of the

occasion, and an awe seemed to be impressed upon every

countenance. Agreeably to previous arrangement, which was

to meet the bill in a direct and dignified manner, Mr. Hender-

son, of North Carolina, rose and moved to strike out the first

section of the bill (which, in technical language, is to try the

principle of the bill), and followed his motion with a manly,

nervous speech of more than an hour. He was followed by

one of his colleagues, Mr. Williams, on the opposite side, a

pompous man, but by no means burdened with ability. On

this occasion he appeared, perhaps, in part, from embarrass-

ment, smaller than usual. Mr. Hemphill, a new Federal
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member from Pennsylvania, employed the remainder of the

sitting, to a late hour, in a modest, correct, argumentative

speech, confined to the most prominent points, free from the

asperity of party, and at the close quite impressive. He far

exceeded the expectations of his friends, and by many thought
to excel any speech made in the Senate. The greatest de-

corum was preserved through the sitting.

Wednesday., 17/A. Spectators as yesterday. Mr. Thomp-
son, of Virginia, Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, Mr. Brown, of

Mass., followed each other in support of the bill. All of them

quite indifferent. Mr. T. Morris, of N. York (a good Feder-

alist and a very sensible man), . . . closed the debate.

yhursdai/, IStk. Mr. Giles* rose, and began his speech
with an attack upon the late administration

; criminated

almost every measure and every character concerned in it, on

the Federal side
; particularly severe on the great Washington ;

called up to view minute circumstances of the late election of

President and Vice-President, and, with pointed severity

(naming many persons), condemned the passing the laws now
to be repealed. In his rambles, frequently exulted that the

time was come to bring to the test, what was called a vital prin-

ciple of the Constitution, the independence of the Judiciary ;

boasting that he had been for years studying the subject, and

was able to prove the inconsistency. and danger of such an in-

dependence ;
but took care to pass over without notice the

words of the Constitution, which declare that the "Judges
shall hold their office during good behavior," and every argu-
ment pertinent to the great point of Constitutionality. He
continued his speech until nearly the usual time of adjourn-

* William Biauch (iiles, born, Amelia Co., Va., August 12, 1762;

died at Hichmonu, December 4, 1830. N. J. Coll., 1781. Admitted to

the bar, and practiced at Petersburg about 17110. Embarked in politics

first as a Federalist, afterward as a Democrat; meniljei' of Congiess,
1790-8 and J80I-2; U. 8. Senator, 1804-15; Governor of Virginia,

1827-o0; member of Legislature, l?<29-uO. He separated from the

Federalists on the question of establishing a United States bank in

December, 1790. -lanuary 23, 1793, he charged Hamilton with coriup-
tion and peculation. In I79(), he opposed the creation of a navy, and
the ratification of -Jay's tieaty, and the proposed war Avith France in

1798. He was an able debater.—Drakes Did. Am. Biog.
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ment. Some ingenuity was displayed in sophistical reasoning,
but more of the virulence of party. He was honored with the

reiterated plaudits of his friends, but fell far short of accom-

plishing as much as his opponents expected. When he sat

down, Mr. Randolph rose, a countenance looking much like

the bird of wisdom
; eulogized the speech, and moved that the

Committee and House would then rise, that " members might
retire for reflection., while the deep impressions they must have

received were fresh upon their minds.^' It was no sooner said

than done.

Friday, 19th. Mr. Bayard
*

rose, and followed the course

which Giles had taken, tracing him in every step, confuting
and lashing him in a manner I am unable to describe, after

which he took up the expediency of the system to be repealed.
This part he treated in a manner far exceeding any thing
offered in the Senate. After speaking almost four hours, he

observed to the Chairman that he had come to the Constitu-

tional part of the question, but it was much beyond the usual

hour for adjourning, and it would take some time to make the

remarks he intended, he would sit down that the Committee

might rise, and conclude his observations the next day, unless

the Committee would indulge him to go on. At first there was

a call to proceed, but having sat a few minutes, he found him-

self faint and scarcely able to rise from his chair. Several

members near him interposed, and moved for the Committee

to rise, which was agreed.

On this day the House was more crowded than it had been

on any preceding day. Through the whole time, every eye
seemed to be fixed upon the speaker, and every sentence to

make impression. . . . While the house was adjourning,
he nearly fainted.

*James A. Bayard was boin in Philadelphia, 1767, and educated at

Princeton College. In 1784, he engaged in the study of the law, and on

admission to the bar, settled in the State of Delaware. Elected to

Congress toward the close of the administration of Mr. Adams. In

LS04, elected to the Senate of the United States by the Legislature of

Delaware. In 1813, appointed by President Madison one ot tlie minis-

ters to conclude a treaty of peace with Great Britain, and assisted in

the successlul negotiations at Ghent in the following year. Died, July,

1815.
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Saturday, 20fh. Mr. Bajcard had entertained fears that he

should not be able to attend
; he, however, found himself so

far recruited as to take his seat by the time the Committees

were formed. He rose, and after a few sentences recovered

his usual ease and vivacity in speaking. Reassuming his sub-

ject on the Constitutionality, he spoke two hours and a half,

and, if possible, exceeded, in luminous, impressive reasoning,

the preceding day. I can attempt no description, but must

refer you to the speech, which I think you will find a rich en-

tertainment. It was delivered in a truly parliamentary style,

and said here, by many, never to have been equaled by Fox,

Burke, or Chatham. No speech in the Senate will bear a

comparison.
» After he sat doAvn, Mr. Randolph rose, spoke

about two hours, and closed the sitting. The inferiority of

this Virginia orator extremely mortified his party. It might
have been thought better at another time

; but, at any time, it

would have been a miserable, disconnected harangue. The

House rose between five and six, and adjourned to Tuesday,
for the purpose of giving opportunity to workmen to fix some

ventilators, which were greatly wanted in the Hall. At the

moment the Speaker was putting the question to adjourn for

the above purpose till Tuesday, one of our friends observed,

there was another reason for adjourning over Monday. It

was the natal day of the great Washington ;
he presumed so

much respect would be paid to his memory that the Legisla-

ture would do no business on that day. It was the intention

of those who venerated that great character to devote the day
to a commemoration of the man in whose illustrious name his

country gloried. This observation produced an effect which

you would think incredible. When the motion was made to

give Monday to the workman, that the ventilators might be

fixed, for the want of which every member had suffered se-

verely, I dare say every member was in favor of it. But,

naming the nativity of Washington, the adjournment was op-

posed. When the vote was taken in the usual form, viva voce,

the sound of the no's was stronger than aves. A division

called, members pro and con rose, and the vote was carried

only by a small majority. Have we lived to see the day, has

it so soon arrived, that the memory of Washington should
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meet with marked contempt—and so pointed
—by almost a

majority of the National Representatives !

I have given you a very imperfect account of the proceed-

ings of the last week. The dignified manner in which the

business has progressed has received, from the most respect-

able spectators, the highest encomium. The Senate adjourned
on every day (having met an hour sooner than usual) as early

as the committee of the whole was formed, and attended on

the floor of the House, the Vice-President remarkably atten-

tive. Great numbers of ladies, and people
—collected I know

not from where—have attended, and seemed to be daily in-

creasing. The very aspect of the Hall—the solemn silence,

the marked attention of every countenance, the order observed

in the debate—has exhibited a scene which you can better

conceive than I can describe. It has been said by some, if

men of high importance, charged with treason, and stand-

ing at the bar of the House, were on trial for their lives, the

solemnity could hardly have been greater. . . . Many
warm Democrats, out of doors, have expressed their astonish-

ment at the light which Federalists have thrown upon this

subject, and reprobated the measure. I could only wish that

the whole people of Ameriea could have witnessed the scenes,

and heard the debates of the last week.

I must mention two or three of the most admirable points

in Mr. Bayard's speech, though I shall onl}^ spoil them by the

attempt. I can not give you a single expression as he deliv-

ered it. After noticing the abuses of Giles in numerous in-

stances, and scourging him with whips and scorpions, he told

him, for all these he would forgive him
;

but one thing he

never would forgive
—and then attacked him for his abuse of

Washino;ton, in a manner which filled the House with admira-

tion. Another thing
—in a bold, but handsome manner, he

charged the whole of this business on the President, declared

he was the author, he was the abettor, he was the support of

this repeal. It was in his power, and in his alone, to arrest

it, and prevent its passing ;
he could stop it by a word's speak-

ing. If he did not (though he meant not to threaten), he

would feel his chair of state tremble under him, he would be
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hurled from it before the .expiration of his four years. This

part Avas inimitable. In the course of his arguments on the

unconstitutionality, he at length pointed out, in the most

forcible and impressive manner, the absolute impossibility of a

government being supported without an independent Judiciary.

Here, he declared to his opponents, he meant to throw the

gauntlet. He challenged, he dared them to take the field—
manfully to come forward and meet him on this ground. I

can give you no idea of the effect of this part of his speech.
When Randolph rose, he began with a pompous declaration,

that, though he was a stripling (which, by the way, is true, in

every possible sense of the word), he rose to meet the giant—
that Goliath on the opposite side—he accepted the challenge ;

he would only take a stone and a sling, and would level him
to the ground. It was afterward shrewdly observed by some
of his own party, he took his sling, but he had no stone to

put in it. Many of his party were severely mortified. Both

Bayard and Randolph have greatly disappointed their respec-
tive friends. Randolph has sunk far beloAV, and Bayard has

towered far above the expectations of his most sanguine ad-

mirers. It is impossible that Bayard's speech should be given
entire to the public. No stenographer could have taken it—
he had not written—it is not possible for him now to write.

Much of it (as regards the public) must be as Avater spilt on

the ground, and we fear—greatly fear—the best parts of it

will be lost. Much of the ornament you can not have. He
is an extraordinary man. In cautious, sound judgment, he

does not excel
; but, as a parliamentary speaker, perfectly at

his ease—so careless, that he does not appear to have the

least exercise of mind, and hardly to know, himself, that he is

speaking, I doubt whether his equal can be found. And

though his speaking seems to be as easy and as involuntary as

his breathing, yet in the sublime, in pathos, in solemnity, as

occasion requires, he arrests, he astonishes his auditory, but

seems to know nothing about it himself. His friends have

begged him immediately to commit all he can recollect to

writing. But a speech of six hours and a half, with very few

previous notes, much of it depending on the impressions and

VOL. II.—6
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spur of the moment, can never, without much loss, be com-

mitted to paper.

What is to come is only to be conjectured. Five or six of

our best speakers, and who are prepared for ranging the

whole ground, who would be able to occupy at least six days,

are yet behind ;
not less than ten of the smaller folks are

prepared to occupy one hour each, and I will venture to tell

you, that your humble servant has presumed to be of the num-

ber. I believe there are not less than ten more on our side

the House who mean not to give a silent vote. What num-

ber intend to speak on the other side is unknown. If all are

allowed, a fortnight more must be occupied before the first

question is taken. We were threatened with the call for the

question yesterday. We expect the speakers on their side

mean to come first on the ground, and as soon as they have

done, we are told the call for the question will be so vociferous

that debate must cease. This they declare.

Since I have been writing, our letters from the office are

brought in, and I have the pleasure of finding your highly

esteemed favor of the 10th. The contents have aff'orded me

a comfort which I did not expect. My dear sir, you have no

idea of the satisfaction of such a letter from a friend, in a

situation like the one in which we are now placed. Do con-

tinue to write. The repeal is no object, only as the means to

get at the end that is aimed at. The Constitution is the

hated object, and the Cabinet has decreed its destruction. Our

all is at stake ! We hear, we talk of nothing but politics. . . .

I must just observe that in writing to my friends I have been

under the necessity of writing with all the celerity I can

drive my pen, almost without thinking on what I am writing,

and often without opportunity to cast my eye over it. Be-

sides, in writing to a friend in whom I feel confidence, I am
in hazard of being too unguarded, and saying things I should

be unwilling to give to the world. Another thing, all that

goes from Washington and finds it way into your papers comes

back. All the New England papers are sent on to us. Sus-

picion is excited, and virulent attacks have been occasioned.

I must, therefore, beg for caution. Though this has been

written as fast as possible, communicate it to any friends.
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but save it from the newspapers. My kind regards to your

good family and all friends.

Yours, aflfectionately,

M. Cutler.

Fragment of a letter [no address or date]. . . . lie [Mr.
Griswold *j is always modest, cautious, and candid in noticing

arguments opposed to bis own. Remarkable for giving no

member uneasy sensations by severe or sarcastic replies, how-

ever fair the opportunity may be, unless he is violently at-

tacked, and extremely happy in the clear and forcible man-

ner in which he conveys his ideas. As he sits next to me,

directly behind my chair, I have had opportunity repeatedly
to hear the solicitations of several of the Democrats, who
came and begged him to take a part in the debates on particu-

lar questions. This is a new thing. Sometimes he has com-

plied, but not often—he has said very little in the course of

the session. I was told, to-day, some of their leading char-

acters had declared that there was no man in the House who

had so much influence as Griswold.

*
Roger Griswold was born in Lyme, Connecticut, in 1762. He

graduated at Yale College, 1780, and in 1812 received trom it the de-

gree ol' LL.D., which Harvard University had conferred on him in

KS] I. He was the son of Matthew Griswold, who had filled many im-

portant offices in Connecticut, among them Chief Justice of the Su-

perior Court, Lieutenant-Governor, and Governor of the State. Roger
Griswold commenced the practice of law in 178;^, and soon acquired a

high reputation and a lucrative practice. He was a member of Con-

gres from 1795 to 1805. In 1801 he was nominated by President

Adams as Secretary of War, but declined. In 1807 he was appointed
a Judge of the Superior Court of Connecticut. In 1809 he was chosen

Lieutenant-Governor by the Assembly, and in 1811 he was elected

Governor by the people.
" He was regarded as one of the first men

in the nation, in talents, political knowledge, force of eloquence, and

profound legal ability."

In 1798 he became involved in a fight with Matthew Lyon, of Ver-

mont, on the floor of the House of Representatives, the first of a num-
ber of similar altercations which have disgraced the National Co.n-

gress.

He died in Norwich, Connecticut, October, 1812.—*SVe Gazeiteer of

Coniieciicut. bi/ John C. Pease and John M. Niles.
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\_To Temple Cutler.']

Washington, Feb. 26, 1802.

3Iy Son:—You see by the few lines I send you every day,
and the papers, something of the state we are in. Since Mon-

day (Feb. 15th), when the Judiciary bill was called up in the

House, I have been obliged very much to desist from answer-

ing the numerous letters I have received. I am much behind-

hand, and must be so until this all-important question is de-

cided.

If I recollect, I have mentioned to you that when we found

a postponement could not be obtained, we were determined

to meet it in a direct, bold, and dignified manner. The very

long debates of the most who have been up have prevented

great numbers from speaking on our side, who had intended

to do so, and were prepared for it. I had made up my mind

to speak on this question before it came into the House, and

prepared myself for at least one hour, but an opportunity has

not presented. On the last two days, it was proposed that

I should be among the number. Our arrangements are made

the evening before, but the speakers on our side are always

conditional, and depend on who may rise on the opposite

side, on account of following them. It is suspected they are

aware of our plan, for their best speakers came forward sooner

than was expected, and it Avas necessary that ours should follow

them. We have had some new ones up, who have done well.

Mr. Henderson,* who opened the debate, has been a member

of Congress many years, but never spoke before. His speech

was excellent. It is more probable than otherwise, that only

two or three more intend to speak on their side
;

if so, many
on ours must be disappointed. Indeed, the subject is now ex-

hausted
;
much that I intended to say has been said already,

over and over again.

At the close of the debates on Tuesday, there were loud

calls for the question. We expected it again Wednesday, but,

as Mr. Rutledge had not more than half gone through, they

forbore. Yesterday it was the case again. Mr. Griswold was

*Archiliald Henderson was a member of Congress from North Car-

olina. He was a lawyer, and stood high in liis profession.
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obliged to break off in the midst of his speech, he was so ex-

hausted. Most probably they will take the question to-

morrow.

Never had I any idea of public speaking until this time. It

has far exceeded my conceptions. The great speeches of

Bayard, Rutledge, and Griswold are beyond all description.

Bayard alone spoke through the Avhole sitting, and when he

sat down, almost fainted away. I was not far from him, and

when I turned my eye upon him in his chair, I was struck with

the apprehension that he was dying. The next day he went

on and spoke two hours and a half. Rutledge has displayed

more of finished oratory ;
his eloquence, his action, his pleas-

ing manner would have done honor to a Roman, but, the first

day, he became so faint that he was obliged to stop. On the

next, he spoke much longer. Griswold has far exceeded all

before him in close, pointed, conclusive reasoning.

On every day the gallery and lobby have been crowded.

The Vice-President has constantly attended, and most of the

members of the Senate. They are admitted on the floor of

the House. The members of the House give leave to gentle-

men, if they apply, to come on the floor, and great numbers

of ladies and gentlemen have attended every day ;
but the

most perfect order has been preserved. The speaking on the

opposite side has fallen short of our expectation, that on our

side greatly exceeded. Spectators have spoken of this dis-

parity with admiration. It has had great eff'ect on people

here. . . . When Griswold sat down to-day, it appeared
to me that there was not one in the gallery, or lobby, that

did not tremble for his country.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

[To Br. Torrey.]

Washington, Feb. 27, 1802.

Dear Sir :—Since the Judiciary bill has been before the

House, every faculty and feeling has been so much arrested

that I have hardly been in a state to write letters.

In the wide field that has been taken, many of the speeches
have been desultory and exceedingly protracted ;

much has

been said which has had no immediate relation to the merits
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of the question
• but Tve consider it fortunate that this course

has been taken. It has given opportunity to take into view

men and measures—to exhibit to the public some of the out-

lines of the ncAv theoi-j, and to state consequences "which

otherwise Avould not have been done. . . . Mr. Bayard
followed Giles, and astonished his friends, much exceeding
their most sanguine expectations. He had prepared himself

for the question itself, but, in following Giles between two or

three hours, depended on present thought. He has since as-

sured me that he had only from eight in the morning until

Congress sat to look over the minutes he had made of Giles'

speech the day before.

Mr. Rutledge is a very handsome speaker (and a very hand-

some man). He never appears so well as when he is speak-

ing. He exhibited a display of parliamentary eloquence far

more natural, easy, and graceful than I had ever heard—
many fine strokes. In the sublime, and in pathos, he ex-

celled. His speech was admirably calculated for a popular

assembly, and yet discovered much classic knowledge and

classic taste.

Mr. Griswold has shone upon this occasion with distin-

guished luster. He outdid himself. In plain, conclusive ar-

gument, perfectly to the point, he has given a demonstration

of the violation of the Constitution in this bill which will for-

ever remain unanswerable. He brings the conviction to the

mind in a manner that is irresistible, and has surpassed all

that have gone before him.

Indeed, the magnitude of this question grows upon discus-

sion, and the new theory which is begun is every day more

and more discovered. The outlines of the plan are to get rid

of a written Constitution, which will remove the restraints of

fixed principles, increase the powers of the Legislature
—let

that body become omnipotent, let public opinion be the polit-

ical constitution, let the elections be the check upon the en-

croachments of power—then our political freedom and happi-

ness will be secured. You may be assured that the repeal of

the Judiciary is only the means to obtain this end.

There is no doubt in my mind that every measure comes from'

the Cabinet prepared* to be acted upon, and that, at this mo-



Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler. 87

mcnt, the Executive as completely rules both Houses of Con-

gress as Bonaparte rules the people of France. Alas ! my
dear sir, Avhat are we coming to, if the good sense and wisdom

of the people can not be waked up and brought into action.

Our hazard appears to me to lie, more than in any thing else,

in the imperceptible progress we are making to a state of ruin,

or, at least, to some kind of revolution.

It gives us pleasure to find the adulatory address has failed

in the Massachusetts Legislature. When the debates in Con-

gress on this question get into the hands of the people, I do

flatter myself they will make impressions on the people of the

New England States. The Federalists from the Southward,
who act with us, place all their hopes on the good sense and

information of the Eastern States, but they are much afraid

they will withdraw from the Union. Some of them are ac-

tually making arrangements to dispose of their interests and

move to New England, and all of them are talking about it.

How long the debate will continue is uncertain,

but not a vote will be altered. The numbers, pro and co7i, if

all the members now here are in the Hall, will be 61 yeas and

35 nays. One member on our side is absent, and another

(General Shepard) is sick. It is not impossible the question
in committee may be taken to-day, but I believe there are

two or three more on their side who intend to speak. Mr.

Nicholson began a speech yesterday in favor of the bill, which

he will conclude to-day. Hitherto, the debates have been

conducted with a dignity and solemnity that has done honor

to the greatness of the occasion, but it is growing less so, and

I expect the scene to be totally changed.
Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

\^From Ex-President John Adams.']

QuiNCY, May 10, 1802.

Dear Sir:—I duly received your favor of the 17th of April.
The letter from Dr. Mitchell, and the Project of the Society
at New York of a National Academy, shall be laid before

the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, at their next

meeting.
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Your other favor, of April 22, has since come to hand. I

thank you, sir, for your obliging present of the Census. If

the Government for the second twelve years, by undoing all

that was done in the first twelve years, would restore us to

the situation we were in at first, humiliating as that was, we

shall be more fortunate than I fear we shall be. Those who

live to that period will see and feel what I hope will be out of

the sight of

Your very respectful and obedient servant,

Dr. Cutler. John Adams.
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CHAPTER XV.

First and Second Sessions in Congress—Letters to His Family, Major

BuRNHAM, Dr. Dana, from WASHixnTON—Diary for 1802, 1803—

Letter from Rev. Dr. Morse.

Washington, March 4, 1802.

Major Burnham.

3Iy Bear Sir :—I should not have delayed so long to have

acknowledged your polite and much esteemed favor of January

30th, had it not been that, to tell you the truth, I have hardly

been in a condition to write to my friends since I received it.

It came to hand just as the Judiciary bill was coming before

the House. ... I have rather waited until it came to a

decision. The expected event has come to pass, and as pain-

ful as it is, I feel my mind relieved.

The bill was called up on Monday, February 15th, and the

debate continued, with intermissions, and generally to very

late hours, until about a quarter before tAvelve at night.

On Monday, the 1st of March, the minority generally dis-

covered a wish to come forward and disclose their opposition

to this daring and pernicious measure. Some arrangements
were made, with a view that gentlemen most accustomed to

speaking should somewhat intermix, but were principally to

wait till toward the close of the debate. A backwardness to

speak appeared on the side of the majority. Mr. Giles seemed

compelled to come forward early in the debate. His exordium,

which contained far the greater part of his speech when de-

livered (though it shortened, and the other part lengthened, in

the papers), was a violent attack upon Federal men and meas-

ures from the commencement of the present government.
Even the great Washington did not escape the lash of severe

criminations. Taking this range at the onset, a field was

opened that could scarcely ever be traversed. Though Giles

was sufficiently scourged for his abuse, Avhich he felt with keen

sensations, yet it was the occasion of many unpleasant and
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unhappy observations. He was followed by Mr. Bayard, who

did not expect to speak so early, and had very little time

for preparation. You will see his speech in the papers. The

most conspicuous and able speakers on our side the house

were Messrs. Bayard, Rutledge, Griswold, and Dana. Several

gentlemen who had been long members of Congress, but not

in the habit of speaking, made their first speech on this occasion,

and appeared to much advantage. On the side of the majority,

Mr. Giles and Mr. Nicholson were the only distinguished

speakers, and performed their part well. Mr. Giles was up
between two and three hours, and Mr. Nicholson between four

and five—he began his speech on one day and concluded it on

the next.

The vast speeches of Bayard, Rutledge, Griswold, and Dana,

from five to seven hours each, speaking until they were so ex-

hausted and foint as to be compelled to sit down because their

voices failed, and requesting leave to speak again the next

day, are the first instances of the kind in America, and, per-

haps, in the history of parliamentary speaking in any country.

The display of talents, extensive knowledge, strength of rea-

soning, and pathetic address, will do honor to themselves and

to their country.

Much decorum and dignity was preserved through this long

discussion, for which we are greatly indebted to our excellent

chairman, Mr. John C. Smith, of Connecticut (and who is one

of our family). The fatigue was so severe as to make him

quite sick, so as to render him unable to attend when the bill

came before the House. The Senate generally met earlier

than their usual hours, and adjourned to attend the debates.

Large numbers of ladies and gentlemen from different parts

of the country were admitted on the floor of the House every

day, and the lobby and the gallery were full. The session

commenced (on Monday) early, and, aware that we were not

to have another day, those who could not reconcile themselves

to a silent vote had to press hard to get an opportunity to

speak. Arrangements were made among our friends, but we

were much interrupted, and a large number Avere not permitted

to speak at all.

The air of the room had generally been bad in the latter
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part of the day, but much worse on this day, owing to the

crowd of spectators. We were confined to our chairs from

about ten in the morning till nearly twelve at night, and no

member is at any time allowed to stand, only when speaking.

From eight in the morning, when I breakfasted, till one at

night, when I dined (about seventeen hours),! took no refresh-

ment but water. When the votes, this evening, on the main

question were taken, Mr. Eustis * took care to be out of his

place, and was not counted on either side. The numbers were

declared that evening to be : for the bill, 60
; against it, 31.

But in the Democratic papers the next morning : for the bill,

55
; against, 30. Tuesday was employed in attempting amend-

ments, and Wednesday, a postponement to December. De-

bates on the postponement were very interesting, and contin-

ued until candle-lighting. On passing the bill : ayes, 59
;

nays, 32. Messrs. Bayard, J. C. Smith, Shepard, and Mattoon

were sick and unable to attend. Messrs. Perkins, Stratton,

and T. Morris had leave of absence some weeks ago, and were

gone home. If they had been present, the nays would have

been 39. On the passing the bill, Dr. Eustis left his party
and came over and voted with us. . . .

Thus the excellent instrument we have been accustomed to

view iis the pride of our country and our ark of safety is gone.
In the language of Mr. Morris,

" It is dead, it is dead." . . .

I have not attempted to give you any account of the merit of

the speeches made on this occasion, which will form an impor-
tant era in the annals of our country. You will see them in

the papers. If the whole were to be printed, they would fill

volumes
;
and I doubt whether the stenographers have taken

the whole, though there were constantly three or four at the

table. Some have revised their own minutes, but some have

not been able to do it.

Mr. Giles and Mr. Randolph have much more openly avowed

* Dr. William Eustis, born in Cambridge, Mass., .lune 10, 1753; grad-

uated, Harvard College, 1772. In 1 SOO, he was eleeted a Repre.seiitative
in Congress, serving until 1805. In 1SU9, was appointed Secretaiy of

"War by President Madison
;
in 18 1 o, was sent Ambassador to Holland.

Kepresenlalive in Congress from I8'i0 to 1823; chosen Governor of

Massachusetts in 1823_; died in Boston, February 0, 1825.



92 Life of Rev. 3fanasseh Cutler.

the plans of government under the new order of things than was

expected. They publicl}^ decLared they wished for the bill to

pass, as much as for any thing, to try a Constitutional princi-

ple, whether the Judges were independent or not. The only

plea for repealing the system is the expense ;
but the day the

bill passed, Giles gave the outlines of a new law, which is now
to be brought forAvard and passed, quite as expensive, and

much less beneficial. The new theory is, that the majority
can have no object but the good of the people ;

that the Legis-
lature ought not to be controlled, in promoting their good, by

any fixed principles contained in a written instrument. The

only political Constitution by which Congress should be gov-
erned is the public opinion. The Legislature to be omnipotent,
and executive responsibility sheltered under its wing. All

abuses of power in Congress are to be corrected by future

elections. The first step to effect this plan would necessarily
be to break down that branch of the government which estab-

lishes the independence of the Judiciary.
I can only add, I am,

Yours, most sincerely,

M. Cutler,

Washington, 3Iareh 4, 1802.

Dr, Torrey,

Dear Sir:—I have, at this moment, only time to inform

you of the issue of the Judiciary Bill,- The debates were

brought to a close on Monday evening (March 1st), between

eleven and twelve at night. It was the intention of the ma-

jority to have taken the main question on Saturday, and the

debates were continued until nine at night ;
but so many of

the minority, who had not had an opportunity to speak, in-

sisted on their constitutional right to declare their sentiments,

and, being joined by the majority, an adjournment was ob-

tained. On Monday was exhibited the most trying scene

which has transpired through the course of this long and in-

teresting discussion. Arrangements Avere made in the morn-

ing among our friends, with a view to give as many as possible

an opportunity to express their opinions ;
and all, except Mr.

Dana (who was to take his own time), were to curtail their
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observations as much as possible, to accommodate others.

The debates were opened at an early hour by Mr. Hill. It

was agreed that I should follow him, but some of the majority
were instantly up, and it was not until after a number of at-

tempts that I was able to address the chair, and obtain an op-

portunity to speak. Mr. Hastings, in a very handsome speech,
followed me. It was now nearly five, and a motion was made
to adjourn, but failed. Mr. Dana* rose, and spoke till nearly

ten, when he found that his voice and strength failed, though
he intended to speak (to finish his plan) about an hour longer.
It is saying much, but, I think, not too much, that Mr. Dana

surpassed all that had gone before him. As soon as he sat

down, a number were up, but a vociferous call for the question

prevented their speaking. After much contest, Mr. Plater

and Colonel Tallmadge obtained leave to speak, but were

short. When Colonel T. sat down, others attempted to speak,
but were prevented. Though not less than eight or ten more

were determined not to give silent votes on a question so in-

teresting, they wore obliged to submit, and the debates closed.

On the main question : for the Bill, 60
; against it, 31. The

late hour of the night, the almost suffocating feeling of the

air in the Hall—owing to the prodigious crowd of spectators

(which was greater on this day than on any day before)
—and ill

state of health, had compelled four of our men to retire before

the vote was taken. Three were gone home, some time asro,

with leave of absence. If all the minority had been present,
there would have been 38 against a Bill.

The fatigue of this day was great. I took my seat about

10 in the morning, and remained in it until a few minutes be-

fore 12 at night. No member is permitted to stand up in his

seat, only when speaking. We may leave our seats and walk

a few minutes on the floor of the House, when tired of sittino^ :

but the floor, on this day (as has been for the fortnight past),
was occupied by ladies and gentlemen, so as to leave no room

* Samuel Whittlesey Dana, an eminent and leading Federalist, was

born, New Haven, Conn., July, 1757; died, July L'l, 1830. Graduated
at Yale College, 1775. Member Congress, 1796 to 181<t; United States

Senator, 1810-1821; Was for many years Mayor of Middletown, Conn.
—Drakes Diet. Am. Bio<j.
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for the members to walk. To be confined in a chair fourteen

hours without beins; able to change one's posture, is painful.

I was somewhat relieved while I was speaking, which I believe

was toward an hour, but anxiety of mind moi-e than balanced

the relief.

We were obliged to attend again early on the next day, when
the Bill came before the House. This day was employed, until

nearl}^ sunset, in attempting to introduce amendments, which, if

one could obtain, the Bill would go back to the Senate (and we

had now good reason to believe a majority of the Senate wished

for it), that it might fail of passing. But no amendment ob-

tained, though at several times a number of the majority voted

with us. The yeas- and nays were taken no less than seven times

in the course of the day. Yesterday was made the order of

the day for passing the Bill. A motion was made for a post-

ponement until December next, and a very interesting debate

ensued, which lasted till candles were lighted. In the course

of the debates Mr. Giles made a confession (and did it very

handsomely) which much surprised us as coming from a Vir-

ginian. He confessed the great superiority of talent on our

side (the minority), and said, he " bowed with reverence to the

talents which he saw on our side of the House, and hoped, not-

withstanding the severity of this contest, those talents would

not be refused in future business which we had to transact."

On passing the bill : ayes, 59
; nays, 32. Dr. Eustis left his

party and voted with us, both for postponement and the pas-

sage of the Bill. The members on our side who were absent

on Monday night, were so ill as to be unable to attend, viz.:

General Shepard, General Mattoon, Mr. Barnard, and Mr. J.

C. Smith. The last had been the Chairman of the Committee

of the Whole, and by the extreme fatigue he had suffered in

the discharge of that duty, was quite sick, and is still confined

to his chamber. Thus I have given you a longer detail than

I intended, when I began, of the closing scene of this mo-

mentous business. This event will form a memorable era in

the government of our country. Our happy Constitution, the

pride of our Country, and the ark of our safety, is now no

better than a blank paper. It came into operative existence
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on the 4tli of March, in the year 1789, in the morning, and

expired, after suffering extreme convulsions, on the 3d of

March, 1802, in the evening, aged just 13 years.

On passing the bill there was no exulting on the side of the

majority, but a solemn gloom was strongly marked on many
of their countenances. But to exhilarate their spirits, and in

triumph of victory, they are this day celebrating the downfall

of the Judiciary branch of our government in a civic feast, at

Stille's Hotel, and the hotel this evening is to be illuminated.

Many of them, however, are too sensible to attend.

A great number of the members of our House are very un-

well. General Shepard is very sick. I have just returned

from visiting; him. The member from the South-west Terri-

tory, Mr. Hunter, I am told, is not expected to live many days.

It is supposed to be owing to the fatigue of our long and

tedious sitting, long abstinence from food, and the suffocating

air of the hall during this most unhappy business. I feel very
much unwell myself, but attended business in the Hall to-

day. We had scarcely enough to make a quorum, and sat

but a short time. I feel the want of exercise, having had very
little the last fortnight. Great impression is made upon the

minds of people here, and especially on the property of this

city. One gentleman. Colonel Stoddard, had contracted with

a number of moneyed gentlemen, in Baltimore, for the sale of

city lots, to the amount of 30,000 dollars. He had prepared
his deeds, and went with them to Baltimore yesterday to re-

ceive his money, but was told that, although they had intended

to make this the place of their residence, finding the Judiciary
bill had passed, they had changed their minds. The instabil-

ity of government had discouraged them
; they would not

give him one dollar apiece for lots. He was obliged to return

without getting a cent of money. Will you tell me how it is

with you ? Will Governor Strong be chosen ? , . .

Your afi'ectionate parent,

M. CUTLEK.

Washington, March 14, 1802.

My Son :
—

. . . Here I have every thing to render

my situation agreeable ;
as much so as, perhaps, it can be at



^6 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

so great a distance from my nearest connections, excepting
the alarming situation in which our country appears to me to

be placed.

Before I came, I was apprehensive that as I was a clergy-
man I might meet with some unpleasant things on that ac-

count. I viewed myself a speckled bird, because I presumed
I should be viewed so by others. But the case has been far

otherwise. The President has paid me more particular at-

tention (I believe) than to any one Federalist in either House

of Congress, though he well knows I am not only a de-

termined, but an active. Federalist. The heads of Depart-
ments have been very complaisant, particularly General Dear-

born
;
and the Worcester farmer *

bows, and pays the usual

compliments whenever I meet with him, and always gives me
one of his smiles, which he gives to every body with Avhom he

has any conversation. From members of Congress I have re-

ceived every civility I could desire, not with our own party

only, but I often converse freely with those of the opposite

side, and in the most cordial manner. The Speaker of the

House has been particularly complaisant, who, by the way,
I do believe is as honest a man as a Democrat can be, and has

something about him which is quite engaging. I believe, how-

ever, that he is not in the secrets of the Cabinet—has been

insensible of the tendency of the rash measures that have been

and are still being pursued. But (I do believe) he now feels

more alarmed than any of his party.

* Levi Lincoln, Attorney-General of the United States, was the
" Worcester Farmer." He wrote a series of letters for the Boston pa-

pers, attacking the administration of John Adams, which were called
" Farmer's Letters." Mr. Lincoln was a native of Hingham, Mass., a

graduate of Harvard, 1772. He settled in Worcester in the practice of

law in 1775, and became eminent in the profession. He was a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts General Court, 179(>; of the State Senate, 1797;

member Congress, 1799 to 18U1
; Attorney-General of the United States,

1801 to 180."); Lieutenant-Governor of Massachusetts, 1807; acting Gov-

ernor, 1809; appointed Justice of the United States Supreme Court,

1811, but declined He was an oiiginal member of the American

Academy of Arts and Sciences. He died at Worcester, 1820. His son,

Levi, was Governor of Massachusetts, 1825 to 1834. His son, Enoch,
was Governor of Maine, 1827 to 1829.—See Drake's Diet. Am. Biog.
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He lias taken care to give me a full share of Committee

business, and more than common to a new memhcr. With

these agreeable circumstances are connected a spirit of party
of which I had no conception, great grounds to fear our coun-

try is fast approaching to a most deplorable state.

I can say ta you, what I would not say to every one, that to

be a member of the councils of a great nation, to take a part
in the measures of government of the first magnitude at a

time when the best of all governments is crumbling to ruin,

to be the witness (though the feeble opposer) of the worst of

measures, which must be followed in the common course of

things with consequences destructive of our liberties and in-

dependence, and which may lead to scenes of which we may
now be incapable of forming any conception; when employed
in a Avork like this, is trying indeed. . . . Not that I

expect any immediate agitations among the people. I hope

nothing will be attempted, at present, but in a regular manner and

through the proper organs of the state government. The people
can do nothing to effect by tumult, but it is of the last imjiortance

that their eyes should be opened ;
that they choose proper men

in the state government, and are directed by the collective wis-

dom of the whole in some proper mode. We must believe, we

do believe, when the debates of the House are circulated

among the people, on the Judiciary, that the people must see

their danger. Many of the members of Congress think

there Avill not be another session under the present govern-
ment.

A bill passed the Committee of the whole, on Friday, to re-

linquish to the debtor states the balance due on the account

of final settlements of the expense of the Revolutionary War,

amounting to 3,507,584 dollars. All the New England States

are credit states. There is due to Massachusetts near two

millions. But this bill establishes a principle by which Con-

gress may wipe off all the balances due to the credit states,

and this is the object. This ought to give serious alarm to

Massachusetts. On this occasion, for the first time, all the

members from Massachusetts voted together. . . . We
feel much alarmed about your approaching election of Gov-

vol. II.—7
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ernor and Senator. If Gerry is chosen at this time, we have

every thing to fear. I wish you to see and converse with the

principal people, and mention to them, as my earnest request,

that they make every exertion to re-elect Governor Strong.

Let Hamilton keep up its character, and never have we seen

the time when more exertion ought to be made. It depends
more upon Massachusetts than any state in the Union to save

us from civil war, and, in the event, a despotic government.
When the time comes, depend upon it, there is a Bonaparte

ready to hurl Jefferson from his chair, and to take the reins

of government into his own hands. He is now in this city.

I believe many of the Democrats are in all his plans. He is

hated and despised by the Federalists. But, when govern-
ment breaks, the chance is in his favor. If some unforeseen

event does not take place, which Heaven grant there may be,

I must believe this state of things is coming upon us.

If you see Dr. Torrey, you may, if you please, show him

this letter
;

at any rate, urge him to use his influence in Dan-

vers in favor of Governor Strong. I will write to him, if I

can snatch a few minutes of time. I wish also to write to

several in Hamilton, but doubt whether I shall be able. I

begin now to count the days when I hope to set my face home-

ward. We hope we shall adjourn on the 12th of April, but I

think it doubtful. We find there are certain things to be done

before the majority will rise, and very much doubt whether

they can be dont? by that day. Since the passing the Judi-

ciary law, the minority have said very little on any subject.

We have let them go on in their own way, only voting against

them. Yeas and nays are taken on almost every question in

the House, except on private business. Debate only lengthens

out the time, and does no good. I think I shall return by

water, if there should be a good vessel bound to Salem, ready

at the time, but I have not determined. . . . Yesterday

we attended the funeral of one of our House, Mr. Hunter, of

the South-western or Mississippi Territory. The members of

the House were put in mourning by wearing black crape on

the left arm. The two Houses of Congress and their officers,

and the Heads of the Departments, walked in procession from

the house where he died, in the city, to Georgetown, where he
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was buried. General Shepard, of Massachusetts, is very

low, and I fear we shall be called to follow him to his grave

before we rise. Hunter died of bilious fever, and General

Shepard's is a bilious case. Many members were so unwell

yesterday as not to attend t!ie funeral. On Friday, out of

106, only 82 attended
;
several are gone home, perhaps eight

or ten. I was told this morning that Mr. Gray, of Virginia,

was very sick of a fever, -I have been very unwell.

All this indisposition is laid to the charge of what we had to

go through when the Judiciary bill was before the House. I

believe it is partly owing to much close, foggy Avcather about

that time. Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, March 22, 1802.

To Mrs. Torrey.

. . . As certain as Mr. Gerry is chosen, Massachusetts

is subjugated to Virginia, and the politics of tliat state will

govern, the little time the Union remains. We are going on in

the work of destruction. A bill has passed the Committee of

the Whole to extinguish the balance due from the debtor states

to the nation, and this will establish a principle (which i&

doubtless the main object) to wipe oiF debts due from the gov-
ernment to the credit states. The debt due to Massachusetts

is toward two million, on wliich the interest is annually paid.

But it is not funded, it only stands as credit on the books, and

Congress may, any day, wipe it off.

The bill for repealing the internal system of taxes passed

this day in Committee of the Whole. Bills have already been

reported for increasing duties on some imports, and more are

preparing. A motion has been made for dem.olishing the

Navy Department, but, on its being called, before they intended

it should be, by Mr. Griswold, Dr. Leib withdreAv it for the-

present. It will probably pass before Congress rises. In a

word, the object is to afford no protection to trade, but to

burden it as much as possible. The reason is plain
—

Virginia
has no commerce.

The second Monday in April is the day proposed for Con-

gress to adjourn, but I believe we shall not be able to do all
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the mischief Ave are destined to do by that time. It is most

probable we Inay sit a week longer. The Constitutionalists

now say little
;

it only wastes time. We think it best to let

them go on with their own works, till the eyes of the people
are opened. Indeed, we can do nothing.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, April 7, 1802.

Rev. Dr. Daxa.

My Dear Sir :— ... A bill has passed the House the

present week, entitled, "An act making provision for the pay-
ment of the whole public debt." The title, on Avliich the yeas
and nays Avere taken (and, I believe, for the first time it was

ever done on the title of a bill), is in no respect an severable to

the provisions, or rather, the principles, of the bill, but calcu-

lated to impose a belief that the public debt is to be paid off

at once, when its operations are intended to increase the debt.

It takes off responsibility from the Secretary of the Treasury,
commits all the monev in the Treasury and a large portion of

the revenue to the control of four men, three of whom, I be-

lieve, are totally unAVorthy of public confidence
; authorizes

them to make loans in Europe or America to an unlimited

amount, to pay commissions and interest, to pledge the United

States to make good all losses sustained by negotiations, and

makes a complete opening for the wildest speculations Avith

the public money. No act of the present session, though

many of them have been bad enough, appears to me so alarm-

ing as this. The fact is, the public revenue is greatly dimin-

ished. Large appropriations heretofore pledged expressly to

the payment of the public debt have been applied to other

purposes, the salaries of many officers enormously increased,

and large suras variously disposed of. The new theory of

finance is to pay the debt by loans, Avhich, Avith concomitant

expenses, must unavoidably increase it. But my time Avill not

permit me to go into detail. By attempts to amend, Avhich

were made in every stage, a very important one, through the

ignorance of its friends, obtained and passed the House. We
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are told, however, it has since been discovered, and is to be

corrected in the Senate.

We hear with great joy of the success of the hite elections

in Massachusetts. It has had a very sensible eflFect on the

majority in Congress, and has already procured the minority
a number of votes, which would have been given the other

way. The hopo of revolutionizing New England is very much

given up, and, as far as confidence can be placed on reports,

federalism is gaining ground in the Southern and Middle, as

Avell as Eastern States.

There are strong symptoms of embarrassment in the Cab-

inet. Mr. Madison is about to resign. He has kept himself

very close. His opinion has not been known, but it can hardly
be doubted that much of the present policy he

totall}'^ disap-

proves. It is publicly said that Mr. Jefferson will decline be-

ing a candidate at the next election.

Yesterday, the French minister personally applied to sev-

eral of the minority, and particularly to Mr. Bayard, to know
if they would favor a demand of a loan of about one million

for our good friends and allies, the French, which he was di-

rected to make. He was answered with great caution, and

advised to make his application through the President. If the

President should recommend the loan, it should meet a cool

and deliberate consideration.

Being this morning on Committee business with Giles,

Nicholson, Elmendoi-f, and Williams (warm Democrats), and

Bayard and Griswold, this demand was mentioned by Mr.

Bayard, with a particular statement of the application made
to him, and the subject' discussed. The Democrats declared-

they had not had any intimation of it, and warmly reprobated
the measure. To try their feelings, they were asked what was

to be done in our defenseless state ? If the loan was refused,

the ships, which are hourly expected, might easily enforce a

contribution upon our seaports, to a much greater amount, and

war might ensue. From the conversation that passed, Mr.

Bayard, Griswold, and myself made up our minds that they
would apply to the President to prevent the application.

This business, whatever may be the issue, may be attended

with very serious consequences. ,--'^^^~
"^
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However gloomy present appearances are, there remains

some hope that the people will, ere long, come to their senses,

that the tide is arrived to its height, and will soon besiiin to

ebb. The principal things that the people have expected from

the present administration seem to have been, correction of

public defaulters Avho have been wasting the public money,

lowering of high salaries, and savings in the general expendi-
tures. In these they will be disappeilnted. May we not hope
that the doings of the present Congress, though attended with

many temporary evils, ma}' be the means of correcting errors

in the public mind ? That time, and information derived from

experience, may lead our country to just views of its own in-

terests, and save us from that deplorable state into which

present measures must inevitably plunge us ? Is there not

some ground to hope that a wise and merciful Providence is

now operating our political salvation?

I have had much conversation with Mr. Davis *
respecting

the extraordinary religious commotions in Kentucky. He
lives in the very center of its first beginning, and was for

months constantly among these people in difterent parts of the

state. His accounts far exceed what you have seen published,

and can hardly admit of credibility, and yet I can not doubt

his veracity. But I must leave the accounts until I can give

it to 3'ou civa voce. It is said to be spreading fast in Tennes-

see, North Carolina, and the back part of Virginia. The

change generally produced in the temper and manners of the

people, wherever it has spread, is as pleasing and happy as it is

astonishing.

The day of adjournment is not absolutely fixed, but I have

the pleasing hope of leaving this city next Monday week. I

do not expect to be able to write you again from this place ;

but be assured that I am, with cordial aftection,

•Dear sir, your friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

* Thomas T. Davis was a member of Congress from Kentucky, 1797

to 18l)o, when he was appointed Judge in tlie Territory of Indiana.

In llie second vohnne of McMastei's "
History of the People of the

United States," pages 57S to 582, is an account of this wonderful

religious awakening.
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3Iarc7i 1, 1802, Monday. Attended a committee in the Hall

at 10 o'clock. Debates [on Judiciary Bill] opened by Mr. Hill,

about 11
;
excellent. Mr. Holland folloAvcd

; ^ong, ill-natured,

unpleasant speaker. Tlien Mr. Gregg ;
not very long, nor much

on the points. I followed; was much more intimidated than I

expected ;
as I advanced, felt my embarrassment increase, until

near the close, perhaps three-quarters of an hour. Mr. Dana

followed, and spoke from five till nine. Attempts to rise, but

in vain. Mr. Foster rose
; spoke but a few minutes. The air

Avas so bad and he so much exhausted as almost to fall back

into his chair. He begged for adjournment, that he might
have an opportunity to speak. Mr. Plater rose

;
said he had

not time to oifer Avhat he wished
;
was pertinent, but short.

Colonel Tallmadge followed
;
was obliged to curtail his speech.

Question called vociferously. Mr. Bayard proposed amend-

ments, but all in vain. About a quarter before 12, the ques-

tion Avas taken, the numbers exactly as they had been.

March 2, Tuesday. Attempts to introduce amendments

into the bill, but without success. Much debate. Report of

the committee accepted.

March 3, Wednesday. Third reading ; passed
—

ayes, 59
;

nays, 32
;
seven of the majority absent. Long debate on post-

ponement. Candles were lighted before the bill passed. Thus

expired the Constitution of the United States of America. It

came into operative existence, March 4, 1789, in the morning,
and expired, after severe convulsions, March 4, 1802, in the

evening. The debates were continued through this day, Avith

some regard to lengthening out the life of the Constitution,

until evening.

March 4, Thursday. Very thin house. Many sick and

complaining. Adjourned early. Democrats hold their civic

feast at Stilles' Hotel.

March 5, Friday. Not much done. Some bills finished.

3farch 6, Saturday. House did not sit. In committee on

appropriations to Heads of Departments.
March 10, Wednesday. Preparing my speech in Congress

for the printers.

Mar. 11, Thursday. Finished, and put one into the hands

of Smith.
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Mar. 12, Friday. House notified of the death of Hon.

Narsworthy Hunter—aged about 45—the member from the

Mississippi Temitory. Funeral to-morrow. Committee ap-

pointed. Resolved that the House wear mourning one month
—black crape on the left arm. House adjourned to Monday.

Mar. 13, Saturday. Both Houses of Congress, and their

respective officers, Heads of Departments, etc., formed a pro-

cession at the house where Mr. Hunter died—Six Buildings.

Walked in procession to Georgetown. He was buried in the

Yard by Mr. Balch's Meeting House. Crape for the arm pro-

vided and put on at the house.

3Iar. 15, Monday. Extinguishing State balance.

Mar. 16, Tuesday. Internal taxes.

Mar. 17, Wednesday. Do.

3Iar. 18, Thursday. Do. Much disorder. Yeas and nays
taken many times.

Mar. 20, Saturday. Went to Georgetown. Mr. F. Dodge
went with me to Mason's Island. The house Avell contrived

for an airy, pleasant seat in the summer. Garden handsomely
laid out. The Gardener gave me a large quantity and variety

of seeds. Had to walk back to the City. Rained ver^^ hard

as I returned. Invited to diue with Judge Cranch, but it was

so late, and being very wet and fatigued, did not go.

3Iar. 21, Lord's Day. Attended worship in the Hall. Dr.

Gant preached.
"
By the terrors of the Law we persuade

men." Tolerable sermon. Full assembly.

Mar. 22, 3Ionday. Mr. Road, Judge Tenney, and myself,

went to Mr. Holt's garden and collected a number of trees,

magnolias, bignonias, Liriodendrons, etc., which Mr. Holt

packed in straw. We also got two kinds of honeysuckles,

medlar, filbert, crocuses, and monthly roses.

Mar. 24, Wednesday. Sent our trees on a schooner to New-

buryport.

Mar. 25, Thursday. Passed the bill for repealing internal

taxes.

Mar. 20, Friday. Went to Dr. Mitchell's.* We took a

walk to examine fossils.

* Dr. Samuel Latham Mitchell was born on Long Island, 1763. After

the close of the war, went to Edinburgh, and studied medicine and
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Mar. 27, Saturday. House sat late. Meeting of Committee

to inqviirc into Treasury Department.
Mar. 29, 30, 31. Business not very interesting. House

sat very late.

April 1, Ihursdai/. Several bills passed. Weather

pleasant.

Apr. 2, Fri. Committee on Treasury books inquired into

some accounts exhibited. _ Agreed to go to the Offices to-

morrow. Received a petition from Merchants of Newbury-

port, and presented it a few minutes after.

Ajyr. 3, Saturday. The committee on appropriation of

money met at the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, at

half after ten.

Apr. 4, Lord's Bay. Attended at the Hall. Mr. Parkin-

son preached.

Apr. 5, Monday. Mr, Griswold's motion, to inquire into

the subject of the Corvette Beaxau, greatly embarrassed the

majority. Spent the day. Conversed with Mr. Davis re-

specting the religious stir in Kentucky. His account is most

astonishing.

April 7, Wednesday. Bill for erecting N. W. Territory

into a State passed committee of the whole. Never was a bill

passed opposed to so many constitutional, just, and equitable

principles. It tyrannizes over every principle of liberty and

freedom.

Apr. 8, Thursday. Spent on N. W. Territory State Bill.

It is a most palpable violation of the Constitution.

Ap)r. 9, Friday. Dined at Georgetown, at Mr. Balch's.

Our family, Dr. Smith, President of New Jersey College, and

and some gentlemen of Georgetown. Judge Foster and my-
self walked home in the rain.

Apr. 10, Saturday. Spent the day with the Committee for

inquiry into the application of money. At the Accountant's

Offices.

Apr. 11, Lord's Day. Dr. Smith preached in the Hall,

natural history. On his return, was appointed Professor of Chemistry
and Natural Histoiy in Columbia Colle^iie. Member of Congress irom

New York from 1801-4, and again from 1810-13. Senator from 180-1-9.

He died in New York, September 8, 1831.—Did. of Congress {Lanman).
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A. M. A very good sermon, and very full assembly. I went to

•hear him, P. M., at Mr. Balch's Meetinji at Georgetown. Full

meeting. Preached to young people from first Psalm, first verse.

Apr. 13, Tuesday. Much engaged on sundry bills.

Apr. 14, Wednesday. On the bill providing for the Public

Debt.

Apr. 15, Thursday. Passed the Bill.

Apr. 16, Friday. Mr. Read and I went to the Offices. At
Mr. Cunningham's, and at Mr. Dalton's.

Apr. 17, Saturday. Attended the Committee of Investiga-

tion at Navy Department, Acct's Ofiice, and at several other

offices.

Ajjril 18, Lord's Day. Rainy. Attended worship in the

Hall. Mr. McCormick preached.

Apr. 19, 3Ionday. At Offices, and in the Hall.

Apr. 20, Tuesday. In the Hall. Many yeas and nays.

Apr. 21, Wednesday. Very busy in the Hall. Collected

trees for my two tubs
;

filled them with small trees and dirt.

At Mr. Dalton's.

Apr. 22, Thursday. My Son arrived from the Western

Country. Came just at sunset. Put up at the City Hotel.

Apr. 23, Friday. Attended to business, and in the Hall.

Apr. 24, Saturday. My Son went Avith me to Alexandri"a.

We crossed the ferry at East Branch, and walked dov»'n on the

east side of the Potomac. The buds of the trees have been

a long time expanding. Many trees had a green appearance
in March, but few have their leaves yet much out. The

woods generally scarcely appear green. In New England

they would have made more progress in one Aveck. The

Aveather has been dry, but rather cool—some days quite cold

—and out winds through the month of April.

We crossed the Potomac at the ferry opposite to Alexandria.

Went to a public house and dined, rambled over the city, and

came up in Mr. Wheat's boat.

Apr. 25, Lord's Day. Very Avarm and clear. I could not

prevail upon m3''self to hear Parkinson. Took Ephraim's

horse, and spent the day in the woods tOAvard Bladensburg.

Apr. 20, Monday. Attended Congress, and the Committee

of Investigation.
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Apr. 27, Tuesday. Attended Committee.

JLjor. 28. Much business done. House disposed to press

hard in order to adjourn. Committee together.

April 2i:l, Thursday. Committee agreed on a Report—veiy
bad—but we couhl not prevent it. Fine rain yesterday.

Very dry, and waters low. before this rain.

Apr. 30, Friday. Attended the House. Members in con-

fusion. Made a collection of old Documents. Went to

Georgetown, and finished business there.

3Iay 1, Saturday. Preparing for our journey home. En-

gaged stages. Packing up things. Yesterday engaged
Smith's Intelliiiencer and Washington Federalist.

May 2, Lord's Bay. Attended at the Hall. Mr. Parkinson

preached, on Lot's leaving Sodom, "^lee for thy life, look

not back, nor tarry in all the plain," etc.

3Iay 3, Ifonday. Call of the house at 10
; just in as the

call came to my name. Did little business. Out at the call

at 3. House adjourned, about 6 o'clock, to the first Monday
in December.

3Iay 4, Tuesday. At five o'clock took my leave of my son

Ephraim, who set out for the Western Country. At the same

time we started for Baltimore. Messrs. Foster, Griswold,

Goddard, Davenport, Read, and myself, hired a stage for our-

selves at $3J each, for Baltimore, and no other passengers to

be admitted. Lodged at Evans', Baltimore. Mr. Harper
waited on us, and we drank tea with him, and Mr. McHenry,
at his house.

May 5. Wednesday.' Went on board a packet, bound to

head of Elk, for Frenchtown. Wind favorable down the Pa-

tapsco and into Chesapeake Bay, then small, and somewhat

ahead
;
rather calm some of the way. Arrived at Frenchtown

between 10 and 11 at night ; computed at 70 miles. Our pas-

sengers were 22 members of Congress, viz.: Messrs. Foster,

Ellery, De Witt Clinton, and Olcott, of the Senate; Judge

Foster, Tenney, Upham, Shepard, Hastings, Read, Williams,

Griswold, Davenport, Goddard, Tillinghast, Stanton, Elmen-

dorf, Thomas, Bailey, General Smith, Leib, and myself, of the

House
;
and several other passengers. No bed was to be ob-

tained at Frenchtown. We all sat up, or lay on the floor. I
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slept a little in my chair. Sent on a wagon with our baggage
before day.

3Iaij G, Tliursday. At daylight set out in three .stages.

Traveled 18 miles to New Castle, on the Delaware,, where we

breakfasted. Went on board the packet for Philadelphia.

Left General Shepard and Mr. Upham. Wind directly ahead,

fresh breeze. Very pleasant prospects on both sides of the

river. Arrived at Philadelphia at 4 p. M. Put up at Hardy's,
in Market, between Third and Fourth streets, south. Good

house, but very dear. Called on Mr. Mandeville.

May 7, Friday. Judge Tenney and I went to Peale's Mu-
seum. Viewed the skeleton of the mammoth. Much larger
than I expected ;

11 feet high ;
from the ends of tlie horns to

the end of the tail, 29^ feet
;
from end of the nose to the tail,

16 feet
; ,5 claws on the hind, and 4 on the fore feet (or 5 fore

and 4 hind). Teeth appear carnivorous. Dined at Hardy's.
Set out in the Stage with Messrs. Judge Foster, Tennev. Til-

linghast, Stanton, Ellery, Hastings, and Thomas, for New
York. Arrived at Trenton, about sunset, and lodged.

3Iay 8, Saturday. Breakfasted at Princeton. Dined at

Elizabethtown, and arrived at New York at six. Put up at

Mrs. Anthony's. Spent the evening with Captain Wm. Dodge.
We put our baggage on board the packet for Providence.

3Iay 9, Lord's Lay. Went on board the Captain Currier,

for Providence. Sailed about 11 o'clock. Colonel Hitchborn,

General Hull, Dr. Eustis, a Miss Morton, Mrs. Benny, and

Miss Hull, daughter of General Hull, and several gentlemen,

passengers ;
also Mr. Eller}', Mr. Tillinghast, Judge Foster,

and Judge Tennev. Passed Hell Gate at 12, high water. Be-

calmed in the Sound, and made little headway. Slept in the

cabin, without taking off" m}^ clothes.

3Liy 10, 3Ionday. Made our course along the shore of

Long Island. Wind rather ahead. Got abreast of New Lon-

don at daybreak. Slept in my clothes.

Ma]i 11, Tuesday. Small Avind, nearly ahead. Arrived at

the wharf in Newport at 11 o'clock p. m. Went on board a

packet for Providence. Slept in my clothes. Small wind,

and not fair—N.E.

May 12, Wednesday. Arrived at Providence at 8 in the
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morning. Judge Foster, Tenney, Read, and myself, took pas-

sage in a stage for Boston. Dined at Wrentliam. Called on

Mr. Chickerins;. Arrived in Boston at sunset. Very severe

N.E. storm. Extremely wet. Lodged at Mr. Williams'.

3Iay 13, Thursday. Mr. Read and I came on in the Salem

stage. Arrived at Dr. Torrev's at 11 o'clock. Got Mr.

Poole's horse, arrived at home at 5 o'clock P. M., and had the

satisfaction to find all Avell." Visited the near neighbors.

31ay 14, Friday. Several people here. Visited the sick.

3Iay 18, Tuesday. Attended Quarterly Fast at Mr. Web-
ster's. . . . The people in Chebacco and Town very com-

plaisant.

3Iay 24, 3Ionday. About home, very busy. Much com-

pany from morning till night.

3Iay 25, Tuesday. Went to Boston with Colonel Dodge.
Attended the meeting of American Academy of Arts and

Sciences. Thin Meeting. Paid assessment. Presented to

the Academy Mr. Paykull's work, and Mr. Swartz' Obs. Bot.

Occident., and the Census of the United States for 1801.

Nominated Mr. PaykuU to be a member of the Academy.
Dined with Dr. Dexter—very agreeable company. Slept at

Mr. Williams'.

3Iay 26, Wednesday. Election day. Breakfasted at Dr.

Morse's. Attended at State House. Met with General

Wadsworth, we walked in the procession with the Represen-
tatives to the Meeting House. I dined at Mr, Darby's. At
Convention was appointed Chairman of the Committee to

meet with the Committee of the Congregational Charitable

Society, Drank tea with Judge Sullivan. Supped at Mr.

Hitchborn's.

3fay 27, Thursday. Attended Convention and made re-

port. Attended service, gave 1 dol'r, etc. Dined at Dr.

Thatcher's with the Governor, Lt. Governor, Pres't Senate,

Speaker of the House, etc. After dinner came to Dr. Tor-

rey's.

June 5, Saturday. Things came from Washington by Cap-
tain Cheever. Fair. Set out trees from Washington—mostly
alive. Flowers in pots mostly destroyed. Tube-roses in a

good state, and some of the hyacinths.



110 Life of Rev. 3fanas8eh Cutler.

June 7, Monday. About home. Mr. Blancliard and Colo-

nel Pickering spent the afternoon here.

June 10, Thursdcnj. Betsey Cutler married Fitch Poole.*

Dr. Torrey and "svife, Major Osborn and wife, Mr. Poole's

mother, and his brother, Ward Poole, all the company we had,

came to dine. Marriage in the afternoon. Tarried to tea.

Colonel Brown and wife, in the evening supped with us.

June 19, Satm-day. Dr. Morse and lady here. Mr. Hitch-

born and lady from Boston. Unable to prepare for to-morrow

as I intended.

July 12, Monday. Patrick De Wise and Nicholas Ellison,

from Salem, came to school. Captain Silsbee and mother

drank tea Avith us.

July 22, Thursday. Went to Salem. At Mr. Dow's lec-

ture. Drank tea at Captain Gardner's.

July 23, Friday. Dined at ]Mr. Blanchard's in company
with Colonel Pickering, Colonel Thorndike and lady, Mr. Put-

nam and lady, and several others.

Jidy 2i, Saturday. Thunder storm, much hay out, greatly

injured. Went to Squam. Very late and dark before I ar-

rived. Got lost in the woods, and left my sulky. Lodged
at Major Kimball's.

July 25, Lord's Day. Preached at Squam, full meeting, 16

children baptized. Mr. Noyes preached for Mr. Forbes, who

preached at old parish, Beverl}". A Mr. Bates, a young can-

didate, preached for me. Drank tea and lodged at Mr. Baker's,

very kind.

July 26, Monday. Mr. Baker, Major Kimball, Captain

Denison, Mr. Day and others, with Mr, Noyes, made a fishing

party. Went to the Light-house, caught plenty of fish from

the rocks and in a boat. Cooked the fish, and dined under a

large oak tree, near the shore. Excellent dinner. Spent

* Fitch Poole, born Feb. 13, 1772, died Jan. 23, 1838. He was a pupil

of Dr. Cutler, and married his youngest daughter, Elizabeth, and was

many years deacon in the South Church, Danvers. Naturally amiable,

and giving evidence of early piety, his life was one of great beautj'and

usefulness, full of faith and benevolence. Mrs. Poole died, April 22,

] 854.
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the time very agreeably. Set out home at 3 p. m. Called at

Mr. Forbes' and Captain Ellwell's at the harbor.

August 3, Tuesday/. Quarterly fast at Mr. Frisbie's. Mr.

Frisbie began with prayer and I preached A. m. Mr, Dana

prayed and Mr. Webster preached p. m.

August 5, Thursday. Mr. Perkins, of Connecticut, mem-

ber of Congress, and one of our family at Washington, called

on me on his way to the eastward.

Aug. 19, Thursday. Major Swasey, Mr. Burnham, Mr.

Andrews, and Mr. Jos. Dana, jun., came in the afternoon for

the purpose of making me a visit. Spent the aftei-noon very

agreeably.

Sept. 23, Thursday. Went to Salem on account of the

Att'y-General's attacks on me and Mr. Hastings. Consulted

with Mr. Cushincf. Attended Mr. Dow's lecture.

Sept. 27, Monday. Attacked last night about midnight
with the spasmodic asthma. The spasms so severe as to com-

pel me to Avalk the floor. Could neither lie down nor sit in a

chair nor bed. A very distressing night.

Oct. 10, Lord's Lay. Preached and administered the sacra-

ment. Very feeble and faint, much fatigued. Pretty full

meeting.
Oct. 28, Thursday. Captain Brown and wife. Mrs. Cutler,

and ipyself, went to Salem and Danvers on a visit. At Mr.

Berry's, dined at Dr. Torrey's, drank tea at Mr. Poole's.

Came home in the evening with my chaise-lantern.

Nov. 1, Afonday. Representatives for the 8th Congress
elected in Massachusetts. Many of our people declined vot-

ing on account of my being the Federal candidate, and tho'

unwilling to be active in my leaving them, would not give

their votes for any other person. Votes, 54 for me
;

1 for Dr.

Kittredge.

Nov. 11, Thursday. Dr. Torrey and wife, Mr. Poole and

wife, Mr. Berry and wife, and Charles Cutler, spent the day,
and dined by special invitation.

Nov. 12, Friday. Mr. Berry and wife went home, and

Charles went Avith them. He proposes to sail for Norfolk

Avith Captain Whitridge, on his way to the western country.
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liov. 16, Tit('i<dai/. Very busy in putting up a box of speci-

mens for Mr. Paykull and Dr. Swartz.

Xov. 20, Saturday. Much company. Putting up speci-
mens. Studied hard.

Nov:22, Lord's Day. Preached. A remarkably full meet-

ing. Sacrament. Many strangers. The people supposed
this would be the last day before I set out for Consiress, but

not being able to get a supply on Thanksgiving day, I was

obliged to postpone my journey.
Nov. 25. Thanksgiving day in Massachusetts

;
also in Con-

necticut, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. Preached to a

very full meeting. Took my leave of the people. Exercises

began at 10, out before 12 o'clock. Dined and set out for Bos-

ton with Temple.

[The account of his journey to Washington is omitted.]
Dec. 6, Mondai/. Left Baltimore at three in the morning.

Breakfasted at Woodward's. Arrived at the city of Washing-

ton, half-past one. Went to the Hall with Mr. Bishop. Con-

gress had met, and not being a quoi'um, had just adjourned.
We left our ba2;crao;e and dined at Turncliff's, with a large

number of members of Congress. General Shepard, Mr. Up-
ham, and myself, finding it very difficult to get lodgings, went

to the point to Speak's, and sent for our baggage. Agreed to

tarry with him for the present (until we could find other lodg-

ings), at $6| per week.

Dec. 7, Tuesday. House met, and being a sufficient num-

ber, formed a House. The Senate did not make a quorum,
and we adjourned.

Dec. 8, Wednesday. House met, and not being a quorum
in the Senate, immediately adjourned. I went to George-

town, called on Mr. Dalton, Mr. Dodge, Mr. Balch, and Mr.

King.

Dec. 9, Thursday. House convened, appointed several

Committees. I was put on the Committee of Claims (to my
sorrow, as this Committee has more to do than any one Com-

mittee of Congress). Not being able to get lodgings to our

minds, we have pretty much concluded to remain here. The

house is small. Mr. Upham and I can take a room, but it
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is small, otherwise a good one. The family appear agree-

able.

JJec. 11, Saturday. Went to Alexandria. . . . Re-

turned in the evening.

Dec. 12, Sunday. Attended -worship in our Hall. Dr.

Gant preached, A. m.; Mr. McCormick, p. m. Meetings very

thin, but the President, his tAvo daughters, and a grand-son,
attended in the morning.

Dec. 13, Monday. The Senate formed a quorum, and at-

tempted to elect a President pro tem., in the absence of the

Vice-President of the United States, but made no choice.

Dined with the President. We were the first company in-

vited by billets sent into the Hall. Our billets were sent

last Friday. Our company were : Messrs. Dana, Shepard, J.

C. Smith, Davenport, Perkins, Van Rensselaer, Stanly, Read,

Dennis, Woods, and myself. The President's two daughters,

Mrs. Randolph and Mrs. Eppes, were at the table. They ap-

peared well-accomplished women—'Vcry delicate and tol-

erably handsome. The President was very sot-ial. I pre-

sented him a specimen of wadding for Ladies' cloaks and of

bed-ticks from the Beverly Factory. We took coffee in the

evening, and came away at eight. It is a matter of curios-

ity that the first public dining company should be all Feder-

alists.

Dec. 14, Tuesday. Joint Committee sent to the President.

House adjourned early. General Wadsworth and Judge Til-

linghast took lodgings with us. Judge Symmes came here,

and continues. We find ourselves agreeably situated, and

propose to tarry.

Dec. 15, Wednesday. The President's message delivered

by jMr. Lewis. Smith printed it in a supplement to his paper.

Sent ten copies to my friends by this day's mail. Dr. Gant

elected chaplain by the Senate, and Mr. Parkinson by the

House.

Dec. 17, Friday. Very cold. River frozen over. Snowed.

Congress adjourned until Monday.
Dec. 21, Tuesday. Rainy day. Attended Committee. Lit-

tle business before the House.

VOL. II.—8
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Dec. 23, Thursday. Completed my letters for Dr. Swartz

and Mr. Paykull. Attended Congress.
Dec. 25, Saturday. Christmas. Went to Georgetown. At-

tended the Roman Catholic Church. Much insignificant cer-

emony ; poor sermon, but excellent singing. Returned and

dined.

Dec. 26, Lord's Day. Attended at the Hall. A Mr. Har-

grove, of Baltimore, a Swedenborgiau, preached. Gave his

creed in part ;
not very exceptionable. President attended,

although a rainy day. In the afternoon, attended at the

Treasury. Heard a newly-imported Scotchman—pretty good

speaker.

Dec. 27, Monday. Not much business done in the House.

In the evening the Swedenborgiau preached in the Hall, by

particular desire. Though the Hall was very thin yesterday,
it was very full this evening. Most of the members were pres-

ent, and a number of ladies. He told us stories about Dr.

Smith and T. Paine—a little about correspondencies. It was

miserable, on the Avhole.

Dec. 28, Tuesday. Attended Committee and the Hall. Mr.

McHenry's letters read. Wrote a number of letters in the

evenina;.

Dec. 29, Wednesday. Little business. Wrote to General

Putnam, Ephraim, and Temple.
Dec. SO, Thursday. Very little done in the House.

Dec. 31, Friday. Message from the President, early in the

morning, on New Orleans business. Doors closed, and con-

tinued till late. Injunction of secrecy not taken off. This

day, secured a Patent for Colonel James Burnham for making

wadding for Ladies' use, and lodged a specimen with the Sec-

retary of State.

January 1, 1803, Saturday. About 12, I went with Mr.

Tillinghast in a hack to the President's, to pay him the com-

pliments of the season. We found in the octagon hall, which

seemed to be improved as a levee room, a large company of

ladies and gentlemen ;
the Heads of Departments, Foreign

Ministers, Charge de Affaires, and Consuls
; strangers, mem-

bers of both Houses, both Federalists and Democrats. Among
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the ladies, were the President's daughters, Mrs. Pechon, Mrs.

Madison* and her sister, Miss Payne; ladies of members of

Congress, and some very elderly ladies, whom I did not know.

The entertainment was wine, punch, and cake. We went to

GeorgetoAvn and returned to dine.

[In a letter to his daughter, a fragment only of which re-

mains. Dr. Cutler writes of this reception, as folloAvs : New
Year's day is always observed here as a day of festivity by
the Roman Catholics and some other denominations.

This year it was observed as a festal day in high style at the

President's house. I went with a number of Federal mem-
bers betAveen eleven and twelve. As soon as I came in, the

President applied to me for further information respecting the

piece of wadding on his table, where it had remained from the

time I left it, for the purpose of showing it to company; and

the two samples of bed-ticking, which I had shown him, and

which I had in my pocket-book. These specimens of Amer-
ican manufactures afforded the ladies much satisfaction, es-

pecially the wadding, which was, indeed, extremely neat,,

Their fertile imaginations suggested a great number of uses-

besides that of cloaks and spencers
—such as quilts for beds,

gentlemen's as Avell as ladies' weather-coats, etc. These spec-
imens were pronounced much preferable and cheaper than that

imported from Europe. The conversation was quite promis-

cuous, in small companies, some sitting, some standing. I

can not omit to mention that, almost as soon as I entered, I

observed the Attorney-General, in a distant part of the room,,

conversing . . . She v.'ore a head-dress like a white tur-

ban. I had sometimes remarked a very large cross suspended
from her neck, but on this day I did not think to take notice.

This circumstance led me to suspect that she professes to be a

*This lady [Mrs. Madison] was Mrs. Todd. She was originally a

Virginian, and her family were of the Society of Friends. . . . She
has a fine person and a most engaging countenance, which pleases, not

so much from mere symmetry or complexion, as from expression. Her

smile, her conversation, and her manners are so engaging that it is no
wonder that such a young widow, with her fine blue eyes snd large
share of animation, should be indeed a queen of hearts.—Dr. MitcheU's^

LeMers to his Wife from Washington (Harper.^ Monthly, April, 1879).
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Roman Catholic, which is the religion of many of the prin-

cipal families in Virginia and Maryland, and perhaps of more

than half of this City and Georgetown. But Mrs. Eppes and

her sister, as Avell as the President, have constantly attended

worship at the Capitol during this session.

After we left the Levee room, as we were passing the great

hall, I happened to think of the " mammoth cheese," and

asked one of the servants in livery in waiting whether it was

still in the Mammoth room. He replied, it was, and I might
see it if I pleased. I went with a member who happened to

be wishing for another look at it. The President had just told

us, Avlien we talked with him, that sixty pounds had been taken

out of the middle, in consequence of the puffing up and symp-
toms of decay.]

Jan. 4, Tuesday. New Orleans aifair—closed doors.

Jan. 8, Saturday. Paid our respects to Mr. Madison, in

return for his calling on us. General Wadsworth, Mr. Tilling-

hast, and myself left our cards.

Ja7i. 9, Sunday. Attended in the morning at the Capitol.

Mr. Laurie, a young Scotch gentleman, preached an excellent

sermon. Very full Assembly. Many of the members present,

and remarkably attentive.

Jan. 14, Friday. Did not go out. Had the severest attack

of Asthma in the night I have experienced since I left home.

Jan. 18, Tuesday. Attended Committee of Claims.

Jan. 28, Friday. Attended Committee of Claims. Pre-

sented Memorial to the House from the Merchants, Ship-

owners, and Ship-builders in N. Port, signed by 121. Com-

mitted to the Committee of the whole House, to whom was

committed the Report of the Committee of Commerce and

Manufactures, and the repeal of countervailing duties, and was

ordered to be printed for the use of members.

Jan. 29, Saturday. Congress did not sit. Dined with the

President. Dr. Gant, Mr. Willard, Mr. Otis, Mr. Temple-

man, Messrs. Hillhouse, Van Rensselaer, Wadsworth, Tilling-

hast, and myself. Although two clergymen were present, no

blessing was asked. President proposed to me to purchase

for him $100 worth of bed-ticking.

Jan. 30, Su7iday. Mr. Willard, of Portsmouth, New Hamp-
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shire, an Episcopalian, preached in the Hall. Pretty good

sermon. A rather labored and tinsel composition, pretty

handsomely delivered. His figures well managed, voice good,

and action very -well.

Jan. 31, Moyiday. Doors closed on Missouri business. In-

vitation from Mr. Balch to dine on Saturday.

Feh. 1, Tuesday. Attended the House and Committee of

Claims. Only common-pkce business. Finished my letters to

Dr. Stokes (England), Dr. Swartz and Mr. PaykuU (Sweden).

Feb. 2, 3, 4. Attended Congress and Committee.

Feb. 5, Saturday. Dined at Mr. Balch's, Georgetown.

Messrs. Hillhouse, Foster, John C. Smith, Dana, Goddard,

Mattoon, Hastings, Davenport, Colonel Stoddard, and others.

A good dinner. Retired early.

Feb. 7-11. Attended Committee Meetings and at the

House.

Feb. 12, 13. Very rainy. Did not go out.

Feb. 14-18. Attended Committee and Congress. Severe

snow-storm. At the Navy Office did business. Snow 18

inches deep.

Feb. 19, Saturday. House sat till very late. Felt much of

the Asthma last night and to-day.

Feb. 22, Tuesday. Attended Committee and House. Ex-

tremely unwell. Unable to attend the celebration of the birth

of General Washington. The morning was ushered in by the

firing cannon at the Navy Yard, but it is not known to me by
whose orders. It has excited much remark. Cannon were

also fired at Alexandria. Colors were displayed through the

day on all the frigates. At five o'clock, the Federalists of

both houses sat down to an elegant entertainment at Stilles'.

The Judges of the Supreme Court were invited, and were pres-

ent, as were some other gentlemen. I had subscribed, and

should with pleasure have attended as a duty, but was obliged

on account of my distress with the Asthma to send in my ex-

cuse. Am informed that every thing was conducted with the

utmost decorum and elegance. The toasts very sentimental.

The company all retired at an early hour. I spent a dull and

painful evening alone in my chamber.
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Feb. 23-26. Unable to go out. Much pain from asthmatic

comphiints.

Feb. 27, Loi'd's Day. So much indisposed, did not venture

to go to meeting. A Mr. Campbell, from Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania (or its vicinity), preached. He was said by all the

members I have heard speak of him to be the best preacher

they ever heard. His text,
''

Perfecting holiness in the fear

of the Lord." His plan, to show the excellence of religion,

and the importance of a truly religious character.

J/ar. 1, Tuesday. Remarkably cold day. Attended House
;

much to do. House called members. Packing trunks. Set-

tled with most people.

Mar. 2, Wednesday. House sat late. Came home to din-

ner. Packing trunks. Shall send one trunk to the Capitol,

to the care of Mr. Claxton, the door-keeper, and leave one in

the care of Mr. Speak, to be sent to Alexandria, to be put on

board vessel for Salem.

Mar. 8, Thursday. Major Peabody, of Newburyport, came

to me in the Hall, and informed me that Captain Carlton was

at Georgetown. I went and put on board a barrel of flour,

and directed Mr. Speak to send my trunk to go on board to

the care of Mr. Allen Dodge, and paid one dollar freight for

each. The vessel to sail to-morrow.

Did business at the Offices. House adjourned to dine, and

met again. At fifteen minutes after twelve at night, the

House adjourned sine die. The House very thin for some

time before adjournment.

Washixgtox, Jan. 3, 1803.

Dr. Joseph Torrey. .

My Dear Sir:—Your last favor, of December 11, should

have received an earlier answer, had not my leisure time

been wholly occupied in transacting some private business

which required immediate attention. In answer to your in-

quiries respecting Paine, I hear very little said about him

here. You see by his fourth letter that his " useful labors
"

are to be suspended during the session. I have not heard of

his being at the President's since the commencement of the

session, and it is believed that Mr. Jeflerson sensibly feels the

severe, though just, remarks which have been made on his in-
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viting Iiim to this country. You see by the Message, that

courting pojiuhirity is his darling object, Imt we have convinc-

ing proof that his caressing of Paine has excited his fears.

He and his family have constantly attended public worship in

the Hall. On the first Sabbath before the Chaplains were

elected, and when few members had arrived. Dr. Gant pro-

posed, on Saturday, to preach the next day, when the Presi-

dent, his daughter and grandson, and Mr. Lewis, attended.

On the third Sabbath, it was very rainy, but his ardent zeal

brought him through the rain and on horseback to the Hall.

Although this is no kind of evidence of any regard to relig-

ion, it goes far to prove that the idea of bearing down and

overturning,- our religious institutions, which, I believe, has

been a favorite object, is now given up. The political neces-

sity of paying some respect to the religion of the country is

felt. Paine's venom against the character of the great Wash-

ington was occasioned by his not interfering on his behalf

when he was confined in France, and any affront from Mr.

Jefferson would induce the same kind of treatment. I can

not believe it will be in the power of this degraded wretch to

do much mischief. It is certain the more sensible Democrats

here view him with contempt, and there are very few so aban-

doned as openly to associate Avitli him. He lives at Lovell's

hotel, who has many lodgers. The members who are there are

not willing to acknowledge they have any society with him.

He dines at the public table, and, as a show, is as profitable to

Lovell as an Ourang Outang, for many strangers who come

to the city feel a curiosity to see the creature. They go to

Lovell's and call for the show—even some members of Con-

gress have done it. I have not yet seen him, nor shall I go
out of my way for the sight. He has not, I believe, been in

the Hall.

There has been an evident change in the conduct of Mr.

Jefferson with respect to the Federal party in Congress. His

first public attentions were paid to them. I happened myself
to be one of the first party invited publicly to dine, and I be-

lieve most of the Federalists were invited before any of the

Democrats, in the usual way. His dress has been quite de-

cent, and, to me, he has appeared to exert himself in socia-
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bility. But he has shown a marked neglect to Mr. Griswold

and Mr. Rutledge. It is a great object with the party to get

them out of Congress, but Mr. Griswohl will remain two years

lonirer, and the elections in South Carolina have not vet taken

place.

We have done very little business. Many members have

gone to spend the holidays with their friends. On these days
the Virginians do no business. Of course, nothino- can be

done by Congress. It is expected most of them will return

in the course of this week. We shall then know something,
for at present we know very little of what is to be done this

session. The discriminating duties on foreign ships is to be

taken off', and the Mint destroyed. There is also a bill for

revising the impost laws, and it is suspected the object is to

gain popularity by lowering the duties on Salt, Brown Sugar,

Tea, Coffee, and increase them upon other articles.

With cordial aff"ection and esteem.

Your aff"ectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Dr. Joseph Torrey. Washington, Jem. 11, 1803.

Ml/ Dear Sir :— . . . You see the Message is dressed

in the most smooth and popular strains, exceedingly guarded,

and artfully designed to beguile the unthinking multitude.

The most exceptional part (setting aside the pompous declama-

tion about the success of the measures of Government under

the present administration) is the representations of the state

of the finances. It is calculated to impose a gross deception

on the public mind. It has not yet been in my power to give

this subject any particular consideration. I can at present

only observe that there Avere a greater number of outstand-

ing bonds paid in this year than any former time. The actual

revenue of the year has decreased. But, to what is it owing

that the Treasury is in so flourishing a state? Certainly not

to any thing done by the present administration. They have

diminished instead of increasing it. If the statements are

just, all this prosperity has resulted from systems established

by the Federalists. But you will hear more on this subject

before Congress rises.
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The most interesting subject wliicli has yet come before

Congress is the communication respecting the violation of the

Spanish treaty by the Governor and Intendent at New Or-

leans. The last, communicated on Friday, was of a very se-

rious nature, although Smith has given the matter a different

cast in his paper of that day, and his account will pi-obably

go into your papers. The doors of the House were closed

during the reading and attending to this business, which lasted

the most of the day. As the injunction of secrecy has not

been taken off, I am not at liberty to give you any particular

information. But I can consistently observe that this affair,

beyond almost a possibility of a doubt, will be attended with

very serious consequences to this country. It is Avell known

that our Executive is viewed in Europe as weak and timid,

and it is my opinion the time is not far distant when it will be

generally acknowledged in this country. There is nothing so

likely to bring about a change in the politics of the people over

the mountains, and some of the Southern States, as this affair.

The whole depends upon a single fact, Avhich appears to me

hardly to admit of a doubt, but possibly may be otherwise.

You will see in the papers an account of what has taken place
between Mr. Rutledge and Mr. Ellery. It is to be deeply re-

gretted that so vile a practice as dueling should be counte-

nanced by the example of our national legislature, but I am

compelled to say, if ever it Avas justifiable, it was in this case.

I have felt much for Mr. Rutledge. His case is singular;
the wickedness of the abuse, if viewed in all its parts, seems

unparalleled, and he had no other way of redress. He is far

from being disposed to encourage duels, but he is possessed
of an undaunted mind, when unjust attacks are made. Gen-

eral Morris, of Vermont, acted as his second, in giving the

challenge, in the proposals made after Ellery refused, and

was present at the fracas at the Tavern. The account given
in the Washington Federalist is entirely correct, and this, I

hope, will be inserted in your papers.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.
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Washington, Jan. 15, 1803.

Dr. Joseph Torrey.

3Ii/ Dear Sir:—I thank you for your kind favor of Decem-

ber 31st. Your ideas of the Messasje are correct. It is a

smooth, oily, deceptive address, intended to excite the admira-

tion of the people, who are supporting a ruinous administra-

tion. We have done very little, and nothing has occurred to

excite the spirit of party, until the affairs of Nevr Orleans

came before us. But one opinion pervaded the House with

regard to a most flagrant violation of treaty, the obligation of

the government to assert and support our inalienable right to

the navigation of the Mississippi, and the hazard of a war

with France, or a dismemberment of the Union. Although

there is but one opinion on these great points, the first attempt

of the majority was to excite as much as possible the rancor

of party. The injunction of secrecy, excepting in some particu-

lars, is taken off. I am now at liberty to say, that I have no

doubt of an understanding between the Court of Spain and

the government at New Orleans.

Our Executive has probably been very negligent, or his

ministers abroad have merited the highest censure respecting

this business. In turn, our government has displayed as

much Aveakness as is to be charged anywhere else. We have

it now in our power to take spirited measures with little hazard

or expense, of which we shall in a short time be deprived.

The object is to make a purchase of the Province. This is

certainly the best thing that can be done. It will save us

from the expenses, hazard, and evils of a war. Individuals

will be ready to take the purchase, and future contentions,

which Ave are always to expect, will be at an end. But this is a

kind of negotiation very uncertain, and spirited measures, at

this moment, would do more than any thing else to insure suc-

cess. The whole business is now left with the Executive, and

Monroe, late Governor of Virginia, is the minister, it is said,

who is to be sent on this business. It is yet, I believe, uncer-

tain Avhether the Judges will or will not undertake to decide

on the constitutionality of the Judiciary business. . . .

M. Cutler.
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Washington, Jan. 17, 1803.

Captain Fitch Poole.

Government has done all that is intended with re-

gard to the affair at New Orleans, and I must regret that the

dignity of tlie nation has been so nuicli degraded, as well as

its interests neglected. There is too much reason to believe

foreign powers are encouraged to make aggressions from the

contemptuous opinion they have formed of the energies of the

present administration. It is strongly suspected that there

has been culpable negligence and imbecility of the Executive

or Ministers abroad, perhaps in both, and a fear of disclosure

has been the ground of the late astonishino; refusal of a call

for information. But all is of a piece. We have only to wait

the is'sue of measures we can not control. Should Mr. Monroe

fail of a purchase, little is to be expected from his negotia-

tions. We know too much of his character, while a Minister

in France, to expect it. His adulatory speech to the Directors,

when he told them,
" The more they whipped us, tiie better we

should love them," will not soon be forgotten.

The sound of war is grating to the nice sensibilities of the

Executive, but if France should be so impolite as not to regard
our delicate feelings, and takes possession of Louisiana in its

present state, war must be the only alternative. The people

over the mountains are extremely uneasy, and they must be

quieted, or the present current of popularity will be turned

into a different channel. The reins of government are com-

pletely in the hands of men who mean to guide the Car. The

minority can do little more than look on. Measures they
would adopt are rejected merely because they have the

presumption to propose them. This is a principle which

has been openly avowed in the House. After all, it is our

consolation that there is
" One who is higher than the highest !"

The Almighty reigns, and we shall not suffer more than our

iniquities deserve. I can not yet believe our nation is ripe

for ruin. We have much to lament, and we have much to

hope. In due time, a Avay of escape will be found. A gov-
ernment raised by the basest means, and pursuing unjustifiable

measures, will not be permitted long to prosper. I must be-
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lieve in the Scripture truth, that "A lying tongue is but for a

moment." ... * M. Cutler.

\_Dr. Cutler to his
son.'\

Washingt.on, Jan. 21, 1803.

My Dear Son:—Your letter of the 1st instant, in which you
remark on the Message and the beginning of a new year, I

think I received just as I had finished a long letter to you.
Your remarks on the new year are just. We ought

to recollect the mercies of the time past, and adore that good-
ness from which it has flowed. While we mourn our past fail-

ings, we are encouraged to plead for future favors and kind

aid from heaven, to live more answerable to the great ends for

Avhich Ave were made, and the purposes for which all our bless-

ino;s are bestowed.

Last evening I received your letter of the 7th, in which you
have given me a particular account of the weather. This I

wished much to know. But I must confess to you, this letter

has given me much uneasiness. It discovers an unsteady,

roving state of mind. You appear to complain of the small-

ness of the farm, and of spending the winter unprofitably, and

intimate that the farmer should have a trade, or a large farm

and sufficient and profitable help, and that, without these, it

will be "
difficult for him to appear with decency, much more

shine in the polite circles of society." My son, more is im-

plied in these expressions than you have duly weighed and

considered. You certainly have the care of a farm sufficiently

large to occupy yourself and Bill, with the utmost industry,

every hour of your time. If it is not so large as you could

wish, why complain, when it has been your lot to be so circum-

stanced in life ? Y"ou have all your Father is able to give you.
If some have more, have not thousands less ? When I was of

your age, I had nothing, and no one to help or direct me as to

procuring a living in the world. I wanted the wisdom of ex-

perience and age. I suffered much for the want of it, and was

sensible how much I wanted it. But it was the situation in

which Providence had placed me. Through much misfortune

and severe trials, I have attained, solely by my own ex-
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ertions, what I now possess. I knew I liad no one under

Providence to depend on but myself.

Let me remark to you upon the business on a farm in the

winter, and apply it to your case. When you can not go over

the ponds, could you not thresh your rye and oats
;
or haul

the rocks, with the cart or drag, off the plow land in the farm
;

cut up the alders on the upland near the pond, which would

help the pasture and make summer wood; go over all the apple

trees, and take oif all the sprouts and dry limbs
; dig tip, if

there is but little frost, the oak stumps in the farm, which

would be a saving of wood. You have more time to attend to

your stock. Keep your horse-stable free from dung, for it

certainly injures horses to stand in it. Virginians, who have

the best in America, clean them several times in a day.

Curry your horses well every day, and rub their legs. Curry

your cattle well every day. Attend to your sheep ;
if you can

spare it, begin now to give them a little corn and potatoes at

least once a day. In bad Aveather, shell out your corn, attend

to your cellar, clean it, put every thing in its place, and white-

wash it. In a word, go over the land, look and see if you can

do nothing to the fences, or find something to be done in other

respects. Look over your nursery and trees in the garden
and prune them. If the frost will permit, dig the garden.
Wheel the manure where it should lie to be spread. Manure

your borders and asparagus bed, if it has not been done before.

By this I mean, however, only to turn your attention to these

objects, that you may think over how much there is constantly
to do on si;ch a farm—far more than you can accomplish.
When you have read this, let me beg you to go out to the barn

and see whether, if I were to come home at that instant, I

should not find some part in a dirty, bad state—horses stand-

ing in their dung, not well curried, perhaps not so carefully

fed, cattle not curried, flax not all out, or grain not all

threshed ? Sure I am that, if I were in your place, I should

find enough to look after every day, and more than I could

accomplish.
But let me further observe. What would be the profit of a

large farm if not well managed? The greater would be the

care and the more would be the labor. I am certain a farm
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no larger tlian ours, if managed to the best advantage, and

the stock upon it, is fully sufficient to employ you and Bill,

and support such a family as ours. But be this as it may,

it is all WQ can command at present. We can not create

property, or, if Ave could, it would not be best. By industry

and prudence we may enlarge it. This should be our object.

If my life and health are spared, and no unhappy difficulty

intervenes, I do not doubt it. I will add no more on this

part.

With respect to "
mixing and shining in polite circles," I

shall not wonder if you should entertain erroneous and de-

lusive ideas. It is not in polite circles that you are to look

for exclusive happiness, nor for extensive information and the

most correct opinions. It is not there you will find the most

valuable characters, nor the most worthy citizens. It is often

the reverse. The difference is not in improved knoAvledge,

but in external manners. It is there you Avill find much cor-

ruption and vice, much of that kind of delusive pleasure

Avhich ends in disappointment and often in real misery.

Those who take a transient view of them, and only observe

their dress, their punctilios of manners, and style in conversa-

tion, may look at them Avith Avonder and envy them their hap-

piness ;
but if you Avere to mix and associate Avith them un-

til you had contracted a familiarity, you Avould feel a con-

viction that happiness and real pleasures are not often their

companions.
I am not, however, opposed to the refinements of society.

But I knoAV that young men, Avho are farmers, and especially

situated as you are in the neighborhood of large toAvns, may
become acquainted Avith that description of good company,

Avhich Avill afford the most rational and substantial enjoyment,

Avithout partaking of those evils and vices. This depends

upon your OAvn management and exertion.

You say you must delve and labor on a farm. Would you

wish to live without labor, and in constant dissipation ?

Providence has designed that this should not be your lot in life,

and you ought to be thankful for it. It is of all situations

the most to be deprecated. There are times and seasons for

every thing. And every thing that concerns us has a relation
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to our improvement of time. We should never find time to

misspend it. Labor, then, in the proper time for labor
;

re-

lax, at proper seasons
;
and associate witli the best company

within your reach. You will say this is only the vulgar, but

you have no occasion to form any intimacy with them. You
have acquaintances in Ipswich, which you may visit fre-

qucntl}^ -with little loss of time. You have friends in Dan-

vers, visit them as often as possible, and make it a point to

see and contract acquaintance with the most respectable young

people in the neighborhood. But resolution and exertion are

indispensable. You must not wait for others to become ac-

quainted with you. Find means to make yourself acquainted

with them. This can be done. I have known young men

that would, and did, form acquaintance with whom they pleased

without half the advantages you' enjoy. Your family, and

your acquirements are sufficient as far as they ought to go.

By your own exertions you have it in your po^Yer to gain at-

tention, respect, and esteem. Remember, too, that in this

way you will enjoy the highest relish of society ;
too much

familiarity often breeds contempt. Intervals of company in-

creases the enjoyment.
You must be sensible

;
I have often expressed to you my

wish that you should associate with good company, and as

often as it could be convenient, but, in your situation, it can

not be enjoyed every day, and you must submit to your
circumstances. When I have endeavored to dissuade vou

from spending your evenings, in constant succession, with

those whom I know could not improve you in manners, in

language, or any thing else, but might greatly injure, it was

not because I wished to restrain you from society. Those

around you are not to be despised ;
a proper sociability and

respect is due them. If you ever rise in reputation, if you
become respectable in the world, you must gain the respect
and esteem of this class of society ;

for it makes up the great-
est portion of mankind. This, however, you will never attain

by too much familiarity, nor by a haughty distance. Study
the happy medium

; gain their esteem, but let them be sensi-

ble that you are placed in that grade of society which is above

their level, which they are to look up to with respect. In at-
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taining so important a point, a^ou will find difficulties to en-

counter, you will sometimes be reproached, perhaps greatly

abused, but rise above it, aud, above all, guard yourself against

every vulgarity in conduct, in language, or passion. Resolu-

tion and perseverance will surmount all you meet with, and

every step you take will render the accomplishment of your

purpose easier and easier.

I have taken out of the Library of Congress a work which

I much wish you could read. It is entitled the The Travels

of Anaeharsis the Younger, was w^ritten by 31. BartJielemy,

one of the French Directory, Avho was banished to S. America,
but made his escape, and is now in England. It is the His-

tory of Greece, collected from all the Grecian writers, Avith

great skill and judgment, and gives the history of that Em-

pire from its most ancient date down to about 100 years be-

fore the time of our Savior. It is in seven volumes, and, be-

sides being a true history, is filled with anecdotes of all their

great men, their customs, habits, manners, government, and

religion. Besides an improving and entertaining style, it is

one of the most useful books for a young man to read I have

ever met wuth. No nation has produced so many great char-

acters as the Greek. Their governments, among the difi'eren.t

republics, were a kind of democracy, in which every citizen

had a chance to rise to the highest honor. Great numbers from

the lowest rose to the highest eminence. He is particular in

relating the Avays and means by Avhich they gained an ascend-

ency ;
the difficulties they encountered; their astonishing as-

siduity and perseverance. This part is so interesting, that a

young man of any laudable ambition, or purity of taste, must

be fired Avith emulation. Every virtue Avas cultivated, every
vice Avas guarded against, Avithout Avhich all their exertions

were in vain. Virtue, probity, and honor, Avas every thing.

I can not attempt to give you a description. I am sure you
must be delighted Avith it. If possible, Avhen I return, I Avill

endeavor to procure it for you. I have cursorily run over the

first 5 vols. But being on the Committee of Claims, and fre-

quently on other Committees, I have not half the leisure I ex-

pected. My daily long Avalks to and from the Capitol, and

other business, occupying much time.
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I have written you a long letter, and in great liaste, but will

you, my dear son, read it, and read it again ? Remember it

is from a parent who feels all the tender concern and affection

for you which it is possible for a parent to feel
;
whose comfort

and happiness is interwoven with yours, who can sacrifice his

own ease and every thing he has for you ;
whose expectations

have been greatly raised and who dotes upon your respectability

in life. I thank you for expressing yourself so freely. I hope,

if I live to return, we may converse more freely and frequently
on those subjects, which so much concern your future wel-

fare and happiness, than we have ever yet done. There is

often a false delicacy in parents and children in freely com-

municating their sentiments on subjects which intimately

concern the happiness of both. It is wrong. Let us not in-

dulge it.

Pray v/rite as often- as you can. No letter from your mother,

my cordial love to her, and all friends.

Your affectionate parent,

M, CUTLEE.

\_Fro77i
Rev. Dr. 3Iorse^

Charlestown, Feh. 3, 1803.

To Dr. Cutler.

3Iij Dear Sir :—I have time only for a brief reply to your

acceptable favor of the 14th ult., which came to hand in due

course. The information it contained justified my own ap-

prehensions respecting the Louisiana business. The obstinate

denial of information is certainly indicative of " fear of ex-

posing culpable neglect and imbecility in the Executive and

Minister abroad." iVccounts later than your letter intimate

the probability of Avar with Spain. Would not such an event,

more than any other, tend to increase Federalism, and unite

the country? You have better means of forming a judgment
on this subject than I can have.

The President's scheme of a Dry Dock at Washington, ap-

pears to me in a high degree visionary and ridiculous, and I

can not suppose that he has influence enough to procure its

adoption by Congress. So far as my information extends,

this town is far preferable in every view, for the purpose of

VOL. II.—9
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erecting a Dry Dock, and if the interests of the country are

consulted, I presume it will be fixed here.

To-day the legislature choose a Senator in place of Mr.

Mason.—
Feh. 4. I was abruptly broken off yesterday. Mr. J. Q.

Adams is chosen in the House of Representatives in place of

Mr. Mason. The Senate Avill probably concur on Tuesday
next. It was the intention of some of the Federalists to have

chosen Mr. Pickering. He had, the second trial, 79 votes
; 7

more, which were given for Mr. Adams, would have made a

choice. It was agreed that, if Mr. P. was not chosen the

second time, to unite on Mr. Adams, which was done. It is

hoped that Mr. P. will be chosen in place of Mr. Foster, as it

is understood he intends to resign. Matters were not man-

aged quite as they ought to have been, else Mr. P. would have

now been chosen, and Mr. A. in place of Mr. F.; and this was

intended, but old prejudices were suffered to operate. I hope

they will operate no farther.

Yes, our brother Thacher is no more ! His loss is felt. It

will not be easy to supply his place. I wish they may get a

good man to succeed him. I have my fears.

Yesterday week Mrs. Morse presented me with a fine

daughter, which is our only one. All very well.

This town is considerably agitated, at this time, in conse-

quence of an application from the pew-holders in my parish

for an act of incorporation. The Jacobins dislike it, because

it will curtail their power to do mischief. The prayer of the

petitioners I expect will be granted.

I will write again soon. In the meantime, believe me very

sincerely and respectfully yours. Jed'h Morse.*

* Jedediah Moise, D.D., was born, Woodstock, Connecticut, 1761;

died. New Haven, 1826. He graduated at Yale, 1783; was tutor, 17^6

to 1787; pastor of the First Congregational Church at Charlestown,

Massachusetts, 1789 to 1820. Dr. Morse is the father of Amprican

Geography. He prepared, in 1784, the first work of the kind in this

country, for the use of the schools in New Flaven. This was followed

by larger works, the more important of which were reijublished in

England. Ebenezer Hazard, .reremy Belknap, Thomas Hutchins, and

Dr. Cutler, all furnished material for his work on American Gengniphy,

published, 1791. He was much occupied in religious controversy;
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Washington, Feb. 21, 1803.

Mrs. Poole.

My Dear Daughter:
—I send you a thousand thanks for

your good letter of January 9. I wish you liad made it

longer. You seem to have left off writing by the time you
had got your pen well moistened with ink. Letter writing is

certainly an agreeable and valuable accomplishment, which

can only be learned by practice. You have nothing to do but

to habituate yourself to it. The more you write, the more

you will find to write about, and the more pleasant will be the

task. I should feel it a pleasure, were I not generally obliged

to write faster than I can think. The letters I am oblio-ed to

write while I am here, are so numerous I am compelled to

write them as fast as I can drive my pen. This I find fre-

quently^ very disagreeable. The most natural, and the most

pleasing way of writing letters seems to be to Avrite very
much as we should converse with our friend when we are to-

gether.

I am under great obligations for the pleasing letters Mr,

Poole has been so obliging as to favor me with since I have

been here. I wished for more. The Doctor is so busy with

his Ipecac, and Tartar eyneiic, I hardly get a line from him,

though he can write with the utmost facility. Temple has not

Avritten so frequently this winter as the last
;
he has had his

time more occupied. But I am much pleased with the im-

provement he has made, and the ambition he discovers to ex-

cel in this valuable accomplishment.

I can write you nothing particular from this city. The-

part of the city where I live is quite remote from any com-

pany, besides the lodgers in the house. I found myself fre-

quently so unwell, and in hazard of taking cold, I have hardly

was prominent in establisliing the Theological Seminfiry at Andover;
was sole editor of tlie Pa«o/)/z5< from 180G to J811

; and, in 1820, was

commissioned by the United States government to visit the Indian

tribes in the North-west. lie was an active member of the Massa-

chusetts Historical Society, and of other scientific bodies. Dr. Morse

married Miss Breese in 17s9. Samiiel Pinley Breese Morse, one of the

inventors of the telegraph, was their eldest son.—See Brakes Did. Am.

Biog.
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spent an evening abroad this winter. At Mr. King's, last

winter, we had frequently very agreeable company in the fam-

ily ;
here we have none. I very much miss the amusement

Miss Anna King used to aiford us with her Forte-Piano, ; nd

excellent voice. Some little time awo I dined at Mr. Balch's,

at Georgetown. Our company was large, mostly members of

Congress. Miss Anna was there. She is the most intimate

friend and companion of Miss Harriet Balch. They attend

together the boarding-school, dancing-school, and Assembly.
Mr. and Mrs. King Avcre invited, but unable to attend. My
health did not permit me, as the weather was, to stay to tea.

I lately dined at the President's. AYe had not a large com-

pany. A circumstance took place which, though I had no

concern in it, rendered the entertainment rather unpleasant.
The company invited, as usual, were all Federalists, In the

number were four Connecticut members, who, feeling resent-

ment because the President had neglected to invite Mr. Gris-

wold, Mr. Bayard, and Mr. Rutledge, during the session,

refused to go. They answered his billets by assigning, in

pretty plain terms, the reason. It was proposed to me to re-

fuse in the same way, but I declined to do it. No one felt

more resentment at the pointed neglect shown those gentle-

men than I did, but I thought it a very improper way of ex-

pressing our resentment. Invitations to dine are mere com-

pliments, which every gentleman has an undoubted right to

exercise as he pleases. If I am invited to dine, and any of

the conapany are disagreeable to me, I may, with propriety,

refuse to go. But, if a gentleman who invites me docs not

choose to invite my friend, I have no right to complain. But

so it was. When the President found they had refused, he

invited some gentlemen from Georgetown. This circumstance

being known, had an evident effect upon the sociability of the

company. For a time it was so apparent at table, I felt very

disagreeably myself. But, to get rid of the aAvkwardness we

all seemed to feel, a subject occurred to me which I well knew

the President always delighted to talk about. I began inqui-

ries about his travels in France, the quality of different kinds

of fruit, what their usual deserts were at table, their great

varieties of dishes, etc. We went on with the conversation



Life of Bev. dianasseh Cutler. 133

very pleasantly, with scarcely a word from any other person,

till we had finished our ice cream. When the wine began to

pass round the table a little more freely, all their tongues

began to be in motion. We spent the evening tolerably

agreeably.

So, my dear Eliza, I have told you every thing I can think

of, and have nearly finished my paper. I feel extremely

anxious to set out on my journey home, but not without ap-

prehensions how I shall find myself affected by the stage.

Think of taking as much water carriage as I can. It is ex-

pected at this season the traveling will be bad. I never have

thought so much about a journey before in my life. If I

leave the city on the day I expect to do, 4th of March, it is

not probable I shall be able to write again to my friends at

Danvers. But, if my health should not permit me to set out,

or I should be so unwell as not to be able to proceed, I will

write immediately. If you receive no letters, you may con-

clude I am on my way.
I shall inclose to Mr. Poole a " Port Folio." I hope you

find these papers afford you entertainment. I have found

time barely to cast my eye over them. Some I have not read

at all. But I would advise you to read them. The Editor is

a man of correct morals. It is said this paper has done much

good, and is highly esteemed by the most respectable circles

of ladies in Philadelphia.

But I Avill relieve your patience with the assurance that I

am, most affectionately,

Your tender parent,

M. Cutler.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Third Skssiox ix Congkkss—Diary, 1803— Lf.ttkus to His F.vMir.Y from
Washington—Diary, 1804—Letters to His Family and Dr. Daka—
Lmpeachmknt of JriiGE Chask—Diakv, ]Sti4.

Sept. 23, 1803, Friday. Attempting to stop some cattle

back of the Meeting House, I fell upon a large round timber

and fractured two ribs
; pain extreme. Taken up and brought

into the house.

Sept. 27, Tuesday. Judge Pickering here,

Oct. 5, Wednesday. At 5 o'clock set out (from Boston) for

Washington, in company with Mr. Pickering. At the stage-

house, found Mr. Cutts and a son of General Dearborn (the

Secretary of War). Went to East Sudbury to breakfast. We
had an extra and very easy carriage. My side gave me much

uneasiness, and was so painful at Brookfield that Mr. Picker-

ing proposed to let the stage go on. We tarried at the tavern.

[On October 6th, he writes from Draper's tavern, Brookfield,

to his son-in-law. Captain Fitch Poole, as follows:

3Iy Dear Sir :
—I was very fortunate in having an easy car-

riage as far as Worcester, where we dined yesterday. I had

much less pain, so far, than I expected, but here Ave made a

change much for the worse. Another unfortunate circum-

stance, for me, the. stages run from Boston to Wilbraham, 87

miles, which is 24 miles beyond this tavern. In the afternoon

my side was very painful, and the pain increased by the rapid

driving of the stage. Though I intended to have gone on, Mr.

Pickering insisted on my stopping and resting until I was

better able to travel, and on stopping with me. ^\e arrived

here at seven in the evening, and had our baggage taken out.

By taking an opiate, I had a very comfortable night. To-day

my side is very sore, but I have little or no pain. Mr. Pick-

ering and I have been walking about, and I now feel very well.

The Boston stage will be here at six this evening, when we in-

tend to set out again and go on. I feel under the greatest
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obligation to Mr. Pickering, v^lio is determined not to leave

me. Indeed, I find him more to me, in my present situation,

than I could have possibly conceived. I will write you from

Hartford. Your aifectionate Parent,

M. Cutler.]

Oct. G, Thursday. We spent the day in Brookfield. Visited

Mr. AVard and the family af Judge Foster, who is gone to the

eastward. At 8 o'clock at night, set out in the mail stage,

and traveled all night without sleep. Arrived at Sykes', in

Suffield, at daybreak.
Oct. 7, Friday. Went on to Hartford to breakfast. Dined

at N. Haven. Went on and traveled all night ;
little or no

sleep.

Oct. 8, Saturday. Breakfasted at Horse-neck, passed the

turnpike to Harlem bridge, and on to the city of New York,

where we arrived at 4 o'clock. Avoided the city on account

of the Y'ellow-fever, Avhich was extremely mortal. From

State's prison, crossed the Hudson at Holbuck ferry. Arrived

at Newark, Gilford's, at four.

Oct. 9, Sunday. Went to meeting. Mr. Pickering and I

drank tea with my old friend Woodbridge, formerly preceptor

at Exeter.

Oct. 10, Monday. We took the slow stage. Mr. Taggart
and Mr. Chamberlain had traveled with us from Hartford, and

still continued. Dined at Brunswick. Lodged at Princeton.

Mr. Pickering and I called on Dr. Smith. He went with us

to Mr. Stockton's, where we spent a very agreeable evening.

Oct. 11, Tuesday. Breakfasted at Trenton. Avoided going
into Philadelphia on account of the fever. We kept in the

northern and western suburbs until we had passed the city,

and went on to Grey's Inn, over the Schuylkill, where we

dined. At 4 o'clock p. m., Mr. Pickering and myself, not be-

ing able to get a bed, concluded to make Mr. Hamilton a visit.

[Dr. Cutler writes, November 22d, to his daughter, Mrs.

Torrey, of this visit.]

Oct. 12, Wednesday. We took the stage for Baltimore.

Breakfasted at Chester
;
dined at Elktown

; lodged at Havre

de Grace.



136 Life of Rev. 3fanasseh Cutler.

Oct. 13, Thursday. Breakfasted at Bushtown, and arrived

at Baltimore about twelve. Took lodgings at Brydon's, Avith

Mr. Pickering, Mr. Taggart, and Mr. jNIaclay. All the taverns

and boarding-houses were so full as to render it extremely

difficult to get lodgings anywhere. Mr. Brydon took us into

his own private family.

Oct. 14, Friday. Set out in the stage, at six, for Washing-
ton. Breakfasted at Woodward's. Arrived at Stilles' Hotel

at three in the afternoon.

Oct. 15, Saturday. Concluded to lodge with Mr. Speak, on

Pennsylvania Avenue, in company with Messrs. Taggart,

Hough, and Claggett. Mr. Taggart and I took a room to-

gether.

[Dr. Cutler writes to Mrs. Cutler of his situation thus
;

My Bear:— . . . The gentlemen Avho compose our

family are very agreeable. My good brother, Mr. Taggart,*

who lives with me in the same chamber, is possessed of a

strong mind and sound politics. He is a very agreeable com-

panion, and has an excellent temper, although he has some

little oddities and awkwardness about him, owing to his never

having been abroad. He is about the size of brother Chicker-

ing, quite as gross, and his mind and manners often remind

me of good father Cleaveland. Mrs. Speak has been much out

of health for a considerable time, and appears to be threatened

with a decline. It seems to be owing to the loss of a little

son, who died about two months after avc left them last spring.]

Oct. 18, Tuesday. Committees appointed, petitions heard,

etc. I took Furgerson's Roman Republic out of the Library.

Oct. 19, Wednesday. Motion for amendment of the Consti-

tution. French treaty ratified in the Senate.

Oct. 20, Thursday. Attended the Committee composed of

* Samuel Tag;_'art, born at Londonderry, M. II., March 24, 1754;

graduated at Dartmouth Collegt-, 1774. lie was a Tresbyterian minis-

ter of Scoth-Irish descent, tracing back bis lineage to the Siege of

Derry. Parson Tuggart preached at Coleraine, Mass., from 1777 to

1818. He was a member of Congress from ISOo to 1817. Honest alike

in his political and religious convictions, he was an influential, and in

many respects a remarkable, man. He died April 2'>, I'S'lb.—Drake s

Biographical Dictionary ; Mag. West. Ilist., vol. 3, p. 625.
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one member from each State, on motion for an amendment of

the Constitution respecting votes for President and Vice-

President. Meeting of Federalists of our delegation to con-

sult on the expediency of bringing forward a motion to exclude

negroes from a share in elections.

Oct. 21, Friday. On Committee from each state, on con-

sultations. Little business in the House.

Od. 22, Saturday. Mr. Pickering and I at the Office of the

Secretary of State, on patent for shelling machine. Concluikd

to take out patent. Louisiana Treaty before the House.

Oct. 23, Lord's Day. Attended worship at the Hall. Dr.

Gant preached.
Oct. 24, Monday. On the amendment of the Constitution

and French Treaty.

Oct. 29, Saturday. Attended Committee of one member

from each State, on amendinent of the Constitution.

Washington, Oct. 31, 1803.

To Dr. Torrey.

My Lear Sir :— . . . Your particular account of mili-

tary movements, and your entertainment at General Derby's,

has afforded me much pleasure, for it is such detailed accounts

of what is passing with you, which instantly transports my
mind from this place to the scene of action. I feel myself
with my friends, taking a part in what is passing, and sharing

in the enjoyment.
It has often been a matter of regret to me, that my friends,

in their letters, have been so sparing in relating occurrences

and circumstances which are every day- happening, and which,

though they seem trivial to them, afford much satisfaction to

one removed at so great distance. Here I feel njyself inter-

ested in the little concerns of families, neighborhoods, and the

town, which, if I were at home, would never occupy a second

thought. You will see by the papers that the principal busi-

ness relating to the French Treaty, and the amendment of

the Constitution, is nearly finished. This business has been

pressed and driven with the utmost rapidity. Our sittings

have been unusually lengthy, and some of them very inter-

esting. It is to be much regretted that these debates have



138 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

not been more fully detailed in the iieAvspapers. The pur-

chase of Louisiana may prove a good thing, and it may be at-

tended with very serious evils. I consider the price much too

high, and find that it is Mr. King's opinion (our late Minister

at London), that it might have been obtained for a much less

sum. But my objection to the treat}^ is, that it is, in itself,

and in its operations,' a flagrant violation of the principles of

the Constitution, which alone would compel me to give it my
negative. There are other objections. The admission of this

State into the Union not only carries tlie balance of power
in those States farther to the southward, but in all proba-

bility will lay the foundation for a separation of the States.

It may produce a very interesting change in the com-

merce of the Northern States, for France, Spain and their

provinces may be supplied with every production of this

country from . the Mississippi, and will probably exclude us

from their islands. The privileges to be allowed their vessels

in those parts may have a material effect on the trade of the

other States. It is also very doubtful whether we have ob-

tained a fair title— whether the treaty at Idelfonso has ever

been fulfilled on the part of the French. It is reported here,

and I find it believed by tiiose who are likely to know much

of the secrets of the Cabinet, that the Spanish Minister here

has presented a remonstrance to the Executive against tak-

ing possession of the province. The consequences of this

treaty must, after all, depend much upon the state of

things in Europe. You will see by the papers that an

amendment to the Constitution has passed our House, but

it has not been decided in the Senate.. This and other

amendments were referred to a large select committee, con-

sisting of one member from each State. Happening to be

appointed on this committee from Mass., I have had oppor-

tunities for ascertaining, better than I otherwise should, pre-

vailing ideas respecting this important instrument. But at

present I shall only observe, that, although the alteration pro-

posed is merely to designate the President and Vice-Presi-

dent, the forming of this article by the (Constitutional) Con-

vention, was a work of great difficulty and labor, and was

finally a matter of compromise between the large and small
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States. The alteration is, most assuredly, proposed at this

time, to answer a particular purpose with respect to the pres-

ent state of parties. This state we must believe will not be

of long duration, and the amendment may always put it in the

power of tAvo or three of the largest States to elect both these

high officers from those States. Whatever objection there may
be, you see the amendment carried in our House by a large

majority. ...
Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

[_Addres8 to this letter mis.mig.~\

Washington, Oct 31, 1803.

My Dear Sir:—Your kind letter of the 2d I had the pleas-

ure of receiving last evening.

By this time you have seen, if they are published at large

in your papers, the debates on the Louisiana Treaty, which

contains all of importance that can be said on either side.

Although the House had no voice in the ratification, the prin-

ciples and probable consequences were pretty thoroughly dis-

cussed. The purchase may, possibly, prove a good thing,

and, taken on general principles, the quantity of land

may be worth the money. But considering it Avith reference

to all its relations, I must think the evils to be apprehended
exceed the good to be expected. The friends of the treaty,

however, are felicitating themselves vrith the gulden age that

is to follow, and are pouring, w^ithout mercy, torrents of

adulation upon all immediately concerned, or implicated in

the negotiation. But, after all their boastings,
" the British

King," as was observed by a member in the debate,
" was the

most able negotiator."

Those Avho have opposed the provisions, have generally ob-

jected on the ground of unconstitutionality. It is clear to

me there is no power to be found in the Constitution au-

thorizing the government to purchase an extended country
without the lines of the Union, and to annex it as a member of

the confederation. Besides, several of the provisions of the

treaty, particular!}^ the conditions on v/hich foreign vessels

are admitted, is a direct violation of the Constitution, which

(in the 5th paragraph, 9th sect., 1 art.) expressly says :
" No
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preference shall be given, by anj/ regulation of commerce, or

revenue, to the ports of one State over that of another." On
these grounds I felt myself obliged to vote against the pro-
visions. The most prominent points in which the operation
of the treaty is to be viewed are, on the one hand, security of

the navigation of the Mississippi, possession of territory capa-
ble of producing articles (of large consumption, such as sugar,

rum, and coffee) from which foreign nations have it in their

power to exclude us, and keeping off a very undesirable neigh-
bor. On the other hand, it is unknown what government has

purchased. No boundaries are ascertained, except on the

sea-board, and our own lines. Nor is it known what portion
of the purchase will be claimed as private property. Intima-

tions have been received from France, Avhich have gained

credit, that Bonaparte sold much, pei'haps all, the unappro-

priated lands to speculators in Europe, previous to signing the

treaty. We, then, pay 15 millions for the mere sovereignty
and public stores, and the title, to even so much, is disputable.

The Spanish Minister's remonstrance is said to be conceived

in spirited terms, and to have occasioned a warm and acrimo-

nious correspondence between the Marquis Yrujo, Mr. Pe-

chon, and the Secretary of State. This I have from good au-

thority.

The admission of the Province into the Union must throw

N. England quite into the background. Her influence in gov-

ernment, from the rapid population at the southward and west-

ward, is naturally declining, and this must be nearly a finish-

ing stroke. The introduction of a still greater number of nat-

uralized aliens into our Legislature is to be expected, Avhen,

even noAv, were you to hear the variety of dialects, it could

not fail of bringing to your recollection the building of Babel.

The purchase opens a wide field for speculation and a strong

temptation to emigration, and into a very unhealthy climate.

The effects it may produce on the navigation of the Atlantic

States is extremely problematical. I Avill only add that it can

not be doubted, the moment Louisiana is admitted into the

Union, the seeds of separation are planted.

It was mv intention to have said somethins; of the amend-

ment of the Constitution, but I have been so prolix on the
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treaty, and telling you about myself, I can only mention that

it has passed the House, and at present is asleep in the Sen-

ate. Probably its friends will not venture to call it up until

two expected members arrive. In a day or two I will trouble

you with some observations on this and some other matters.

Congress has acted on no other subject of much consequence,

and these have been pressed along with the utmost rapidity.

My side reminds me it is -time to desist. . , . Mr. Pick-

ering returns his compliments. My respects to your family,

brother Frisbie, and all friends.

With sentiments of great regard,

Your humble servant,

M. Cutler.

Oct. 30, Sunday. In the morning, at the Hall. Mr. La-

toone, Episcopalian, from Baltimore, preached. ... p. m.,

we all went to Georgetown, and heard Mr. Balch.

November 8, Tuesday. Horse races commenced.*

Nov. 9, Wednesday. Attended the House. Adjourned at

*Washi>gto\, JSiiv. 8, ]S03.

The hoiPe races of the season have begun this day within the 'I'eni-

tory of Columbia, and I have been on the tuif to behohl this great and

fashionable exhibition. . . . The Senate actually did adjourn for

three days, not on account of the races, you will observe, but merely
to admit a mason to plaster the ceiling of their chamber, which had

fallen down a lew days before. The House of Representatives met
and adjourned; but you must not sui)pose this was done to allow the

honorable gentlemen to show themseh es on the horse ground—you
are rather to imagine that no business Wi-,s in due state of pre[)aration

to be acted upon. My morning's work having been dispatched, 1 went

to the place of rendezvous. . . . Not only the gentle and the sm>

ple were there, but almost all the great folks, including officers of

government. There were a great number of ladies, who mostly sat in

the cariiages which brought them. Several of the reverend cleigy
were at this exhibition of the speed of horses. The sport being over,

the great men and the pretty women, and the sporting jockeys and

the reverend sirs, and many of the little iolks, quitted the field.

Among the rest, one gentleman, who has a wife in New York, went to

his lodgings, and, as soon as he had eaten his dinner, took his pen in

hand, and wrote her an account of the whole day's proceedings.
—Dr.

3Jilc/ieU's Letters {Harpers Monthlij, April, IbT-J).
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12. Went to the race ground. Colonel Holmes' horse (of

Virginia) gained the purse.

JVov. 12, Sahirday. Attended the races. Holmes' horse

won, the amount said to be about 900 dollars. . . . The

famous white stud, an Arabian horse, called the De}^ of Al-

giers, on the ground ;
a remarkably high and full neck, well

turned, but not tall, nor very large. It is said there Avere four

Eno-lish horses ran so near alike that, when either of them

carried the key of the stable, weighing l^^ lbs., that horse

Avould be beaten. One English horse only has ever run a mile

a minute.

[Dr. Cutler writes of these races to his son : As the races

form one trait of the character of the Southern States, it is a

subject which may afibrd you some amusement. The race

ground is cm an old field, with somewhat of a rising in the

middle. The race path is made about fifty feet wide, meas-

uring just one mile from the bench of the judges round to the

stao-e ac-ain. In the center of this circle, a prodigious num-

ber of booths are erected, which stand upon the highest part

of the ground. Under them are tables spread, much like the

booths at commencement (at Cambridge), but on the top, for

they are all built Avith boards, are platforms to accommodate

spectators. At the time of the racing, these are filled v>'ith

people of all descriptions. On the western side, and without

the circus, is rising ground, Avhere the carriages of the most

respectable people take their stand. These, if they were not

all Democrats^ I should call the Noblesse. Their carriages are

eleo-ant, and their attendants and servants numerous. They
are from different parts of the Southern and Middle States, and

filled principally with ladies, and about one hundred in number.

The ground within the circus is spread over with people on

horseback, common hacks, and single carriages; a great num-

ber of women on horses and many in rich and elegant dress.

On the eastern side is the stage for the bench of judges, ele-

vated fifteen feet from the ground ;
at a distance of about ten

rods, tOAvard which the horses approach first, is another stage,

on wheels. This is called the distanced stage. If any horses

in the race do not arrive at this stage before the foremost ar-

rives at the stage from which they started, they are said to be
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distanced, and are taken out, and not suffered to run again in

the same race.

While the horses were running, the whole ground within the

circus was spread over with people on horseback, stretching

round, full speed, to diiferent parts of the circus, to see the

race. This was a striking part of the show, for it was sup-

posed there were about 800 on horseback, and many of them

mounted on excellent horses. There were about 200 carriages

and betAveen 3,000 and 4,000 people
—black, and white, and yel-

low
;
of all conditions, from the President of the United States

to the beggar in his rags ;
of all ages and of both sexes, for

I should judge one- third were females. ... It was said

the toll collected from carriages and horses (people on foot

passed free) was 1,200 dollars. . . . Mr. Tayloe, of this

city, is one of the most famous of the Jockey Club. He had

five horses run, one on each day ;
all come near winning, but

fiiiled. He is said generally to be lucky. He is very rich—
his horses are valued at more than 10,000 dollars. It is said

that Holmes has sold one of his winning horses for 3,500 dol-

lars. So it is that these Nabobs sport Avith their money. Vast

sums were bet on the ground by individuals. It is said one

member of Congress lost, in private bets, 700 dollars. Such

are the evils attending these races. But in one respect I was

much disappointed. Among the numerous rabble, I saw very
few instances of intoxication. I am tired, and can only add,

that I am, Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.]
It is said another race is to be run this day, for a purse of

2,000 dollars.

JVov. 19, Saturday. No sitting. General Wadsworth, Col-

onel Hough, and myself took a Avalk up to the Cannon foun-

dry and the lower locks. Much entertained at the foundry.
We walked about ten miles, out and in—pretty well tired.

Nov. 20, Lord's Bay. At the Treasury. Mr. Laurie

preached.
Nov. 23, Wednesday. Attended Committee on the Fish-

eries. Bill for repeal of the Bankrupt law. After dinner, we

all walked to the Navy yard. On board U. S. frigate, John

Adams—just come up.
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Washington, Nov. 22, 1803.

Mrs. Torrey.

My Dear Danghfer :— . . . Since you are quite a

gardener, I will mention a visit I made, on my journey, near

Philadelphia, to a garden, which in many respects exceeds any
in America. It is at the country-seat of Mr. Hamilton, a gen-

tleman of excellent taste and great property. The visit -vvas

accidental. The fever rendered it necessary to avoid the city.

We hired the stage to drive us through the subui'bs, on to a

tavern called Gray's Inn, over the Schuylkill, about 3 miles

from the city. We found the inn, although very large, so

crowded, that not one in our stage could have a bed; we

could be furnished with blankets if we would consent to sleep

on the floor. We were ten in number, and no tavern within

6 or 8 miles. It was about 3 in the afternoon when we ar-

rived. The state of my side was such as to render it impos-

sible for me to get rest Avithout a bed. Mr. Pickering was

indifferent with regard to himself, but felt much concern for

me. As soon as Ave had dined, he called me aside, and told

me he had been acquainted with Mr. Hamilton, Avho Avas noted

for his hospitality, and Avho lived but half a mile up the river,

where he did not doubt we should be kindly entertained. We

immediately set out, and arrived about an hour before sunset.

His seat is on an eminence, Avhich forms on its summit an ex-

tended plain, at the junction of two large rivers.

Near the point of land a superb but ancient house built of

stone is situated. In the front, Avhich commands an extensive and

most enchanting prospect, is a piazza, supported on large pil-

lars, and furnished with chairs and sofas, like an elegant

room. Here Ave found Mr. H., at his ease, smoking his cigar.

He instantly recognized Mr. Pickering, and expressed much

joy at seeing him. On Mr. Pickering introducing me, he took

me by the hand Avith a pretty hard squeeze. "Ah, Dr. Cut-

ler, I am glad to see you at last. I have long felt disposed

to be angry that I should hear of you so often at Philadelphia,

and passing to and from the southAvard, and yet never make

me a visit, and Dr. Muhlenburg, of Lancaster, a fcAV days ago,

made to me the same complaint. Come, gentlemen, Avalk in

and take some refreshments, for I have much to show you,
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and it will directly be night." This, and much more, was said

as fast as he could utter it. We declined refreshments, and

Mr. Pickering told him our situation. "Ah," says he,
" I re-

joice the inn was full, I am indebted to this circumstance for

this visit. There is my house, we have plenty of beds, and

whatever it affords is at vour service." We then Avalked

over the pleasure grounds in front and a little back of the

house. It is formed into Avalks, in every direction, with borders

of flowerino; shrubs and trees. Between are lawns of o-reen

grass, frequently mowed to make them convenient for walking,
and at different distances numerous copse of native trees, in-

terspersed with artificial groves, which are set with trees col-

lected from all parts of the Avorld. I soon found the fatigue

of walking too great for me, though the enjoyment, in a meas-

ure, drove away the pain. 0, that I had been well I We then

took a turn in the gardens and the green-houses. In the

gardens, though ornamented with almost all the flowers and.

vegetables the earth affords, I was not able to walk lono-.

The green-houses, which occupy a prodigious space of

ground, I can not pretend to describe. Every part was

crowded Avith trees and plants from the hot climates, and such

as I had never seen, all the spices, the tea-plant in full per-

fection
;
in short, he assured us there was not a rare plant in

Europe, Asia, or Africa, man}^ from China and the islands in

the South Seas, none, of which he had obtained any account,

which he had not procured.

By this time it Avas so dark that no object could be

distinctly examined. We retired to the house. The table

was spread with decanters of different wines, and tea was

served.

Immediately after, another table was loaded with large bo-

tanical books, containing most excellent drawings of plants,

such as I never could have conceived. He is himself an ex-

cellent botanist. 0, my unfortunate side ! When I had time

to think of it, while I sat at the table, I was obliged to bite

my lips to suppress my groans. When we turned to rare

plants, one of the gardeners would be called, and sent with

VOL. II.—10
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lanterns to the green-house to fetch me a specimen to com-

pare with it. This was done perhaps twenty times.

Between 10 and 11 an elegant tabic was spread, with, I be-

lieve, not less than twenty covers. After supper, we turned

again to the drawings, and at one we retired to bed. Our

lodging was in the same style, and I had an excellent night's

sleep, to be imputed, indeed, in part, to the opium I had

taken.

In the morning, as we had informed him wc must do, we

rose as soon as daylight appeared. When we came down, we

found him up, too, and the servants getting breakfast. We
assured him Ave must be excused, for the stage would leave us,

if we were not in season, and the passengers would breakfast

at Chester. "Well," he said,
"

if it must be so, you can not

go until you have gone over the apartments in the house."

I can not now describe them, can only say they were filled

with a collection of rich and elegant paintings, of all descrip-

tions. ... A carriage was at the door, with servants, to

conduct us to the inn, where the stage was waiting.

At parting with our hospitable and most generous friend,

he extorted from us, and especially from me, a promise never

to pass again without calling. He is a bachelor, about 54 or

55. He has an aged mother, about 88, of whom he spoke
with great affection. An odd expression, however, I can not

omit. " My mother is so old she does not know any thing.

I suspect she is going to die, but I am sorry for it." He has

with him a nephew, about 24, and two j^oung ladies, his

nieces. They took a large share with us in looking over the

drawings, were very social, and as much engaged as their

uncle. He embarrassed me with a question I did not know

how to understand. He inquired after my nephew, Mr. Cut-

ler, of Boston, who had made him a visit with his lady. He
said he told him he was my nephew. I was going to rectify

the mistake, but he so rapidly went to something else I let it

pass. At supper, the young ladies made the same inquiry.

I let it go so. My paper is done !

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.
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Washington, JVov. 30, 1803.

To Rev. Dii. Dana.

Dear Sir:—The Senate liave the amendment of the Consti-

tution still before them. It has been repeatedly called up,

and several amendments to the first or principal amendment

proposed. It occupied them mostly the whole of the sitting

yesterday without coming to any decision. Most probably

they will not pass upon the bill until Mr. Armstrong, from

New York, and Mr. Sumpter, from South Carolina, arrive.

The designation of President and Vice-President, in voting
for those officers, does not appear, at first viev/, to be liable to

any serious objections. At least, it had so struck my mind.

But, happening to be on the large Committee, consisting of

one member from each state, to whom the motion for the

amendment, in the House, was in the first instant committed,
I had opportunity to attend to a more minute and satisfactory

investigation than the subsequent debates afforded. In the

Committee, we had recourse to the minutes of the debates in

the Convention for forming the Constitution, and all the

documents relating to tliis article. It appears that Scarcely
one article in that instrument occupied more time, or was at-

tended with greater difficulty, than the mode of electing the

President and Vice-President. Many different modes were,

in succession, under consideration and rejected. The smaller

states were jealous of the larger, and it was finally made a

matter of compromise between them. This compromise is-

completely destroyed by the proposed amendment, as it went

from the House to the Senate
; and, should there not be a

choice by the electors, and five be the highest number of those

voted for, from whom the House are to make the choice, it

Avill always be in the power of the five largest states, if they
should be so disposed, to give a President and Vice-President

to the nation. Besides, the Vice-President becomes worse-

than a useless officer, for candidates for the chair may make
this officer the mere tool to secure their election. It is evi-

dent the rage for the amendment, at this moment, is solely to

secure their Man at the next election. It appears, however,

quite unnecessary, in order to effect this purpose, for there-
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seems not the least doubt that it may as well be done with-

out it.

But why should we trouble ourselves about the amendment

of an instrument which has become any thing or nothing? It

is just what the majority are pleased to call it. Look at the

power given to the President by the provisional government
of Louisiana. By one sweeping clause, he is made as despotic

as the Grand Turk. Every officer is appointed by him, holds

his commission during his pleasure, and is amenable only to

him. He is the Executive, the Legislature, and the Judica-

ture. AVhat clamor, a few years ago, lest the President should

be vested with too much power, the department the most dan-

gerous of all to be trusted.

Look at the instantaneous naturalization of a whole province

of foreigners, and the preference given, by the regulations of

commerce, to one part above all the others in the JJ. S. I need

not add more to show the perversion of the principles of the

Constitution. Last session, when a solemn treaty was violated,

the most distant appeai'ances of hostile measures were de-

nounced. They believed a Avarlike attitude, gentle souls,

would inM'allibly provoke a war with Spain or France. Now,
mark the change.

" "War with Spain would be highly bene-

ficial
;
we should soon have the Floridas, and our conquests

extend to their West India islands." An army is now on

their march, not to avenge the infraction of the treaty, but to

take possession of a province of Spain to which we can pre-

tend no better right than a quit-claim 'from France. It is un-

derstood that Governor Clairborne, of the Mississippi Terri-

tory, is to take possession, that an army of militia are to

march to the lines, while a body of horse, and the continental

troops, under the command of General Wilkinson, are to escort

the Governor to Ncay Orleans. From the weakness of the

Spanish force, there seems little probability of resistance.

But the Democrats generally appear to be under some appre-

hension that they will be obliged to " look on the bloody

arena," before they get possession.

You recollect the cry of the exclusive patriots about high

salaries. The salaries of Heads of Departments, as raised in

1799,
" were exorbitant," when articles of living were at least
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25 per cent higher than at present, but now they are "
scarcely

sufficient." To prevent their being lowered, as the people

Avere made to expect, a perpetual laAv is passed, fixing them

at the same rate they were last year, and rendering them per-

manent. On passing this bill the debates were interesting.

Some of the opposers of the bill, or, rather, opposed to Demo-

cratic inconsistency, dealt .pretty freely in handsome sarcasm,

and pointed humor. There is no probability that these de-

bates will be given impartially to the public, as no Federal

reporter was present.

The increased number of representatives, though there ap-

pears little acquisition in quantum of ability, or weight of

character, has given a preponderance to the majority which

carries ail before it.

Though Federalism has lost in some states, it has gained in

others. The four from Virginia are men of handsome talents,

and in the opinion of some, possess more than all their dele-

gation besides. It has gained much from N. York. N.

Hampshire has a respectable representation. No loss from

Vermont, and I can not help feeling a pride in the acquisition

from Mass. Dwight, Mitchell, and Stedman, are men of much

respectability. And our good brother Taggart (who is my
chum) is possessed of a strong mind and sound political prin-

ciples. I know not how to describe him better than to tell

you his mind, and his manners, constantly remind me of our

good father Cleaveland. But the Federalists can do little

more than look on.

The House has been occupied lately very much Avith local

concerns. The Bankrupt Law has been repealed in the House

by a very large majority. Those who are friendly to a uni-

form system of bankruptcy were convinced that the existing
law was so radically deficient as not to admit of amend-

ments.

Your affectionate friend and brother,

M, Cutler.

December 1, Thursday. Thanksgiving in Massachusetts.

Mr. Taggart and I noticed the day.

December 7, Wednesday/. Invited a number of gentlemen
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to dine—Rev. Mr. Balcli, of Georgetown, Rev. Mr. Laurie,

Rev. Mr. McCormick, Commodore Morris, Captain Carmick,

etc. Handsome dinner provided, but the House, being on the

bill for Amendment of Constitution, did not adjourn. At five

we returned, and dined immediately; but before we rose from

the table, we had a message by a door-keeper to attend at the

Hall instantly. We were obliged to attend, which deprived us

of all the sociability Ave had anticipated. After ten, we arrived

at our lodgings.

Dec. 12, Monday. Presented a petition of Nathaniel and

Wm. Smith, Newburyport. Committed to Committee on Com-

merce and Manufactures.

Dec. 15, Thursday. Took a ramble into Virginia, on the

banks and rocks south of the Potomac. Collected Crvnto-

gamous plants. Very pleasant solitary botanical walk.''' Mr.

Coffin, of Newburyport, here.

Dec. 26, 3Ionday. Employed the day in preparing letters

to accompany Mr. Tracy's speech on the Constitution, and

making up the packages. Did not go to the House.

Dec. 31, Saturday. Highly entertained in making a tour

with " Coxe "
upon the stupendous mountains of the Alps,

and in making extracts from his account of the fossils.

So has ended another year. It is gone ! as irrecoverably

gone as the days before the flood !

Washington, Dec. 30, 1803.

Captain Fitch Poole.

3Ty Dear Sir:—We have been sending abroad a large num-

ber of Mr. Tracy's speeches in opposition to the amendment

of the Constitution. This must be an apology for delay in

answering your last favor. The part I have taken has fully

^•Washington, Dec. Ifi, 1S03.

I beg leave to introduce to your acquaintance a native of Maryland of

the name of Mitchella. . . . To be itlain with you, my dear Kate,

this specimen of the Mitchella repcns was gathered by the Rev. Dr. Cut-

ler, the Massachusetts botanist. He pre.-^ented it to me a.s tlie phmt

bearing our itiuiilv name, and that your cuiioj^ity may lie gratified by

seeing how tlie Mitchella looks, I inclose it to your hidyship —Dr. Mit-

chell's Letters to His Wife, from Washington, 1801 -IS 13 {Harpers Monthly,

April, 1879).
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occupied my time, having had more than forty letters to write,

of considerable length, to accompany them
;
and besides, we

have so crowded the mail that it was agreed we would send no

newspapers, nor mere letters of friendship, until these were

dispatched, lest many of them should be thrown aside. The

object has been to furnish the members of the several legisla-

tures, especially N. England, with one of the speeches previous
to their meeting, as they will have the amendment communi-

cated for their adoption. I have inclosed one for Governor

Foster, and should like to know whether he has received it.

In a few days, will send one to you, if any are left. It has

fallen to me to send a large number into the States of Rhode

Island, New Hampshire, and Vermont, as well as Massachu-

setts, but have nearly got through with this job, which has

been truly laborious. We entertain little doubt of the rejec-

tion of the amendment in four states—N. Ilamp., Mass.,

Conn., and Delaware. If Vermont should reject it, in addition

to these, it can not go into operation. All the hope with re-

spect to Vermont is founded on the opposition which Mr.

Elliot, who we suppose has much influence there, gave to it

when before the House here, and a belief that G eneral Bradley,

though he gave his vote for it, very much disapproves of it.

You will see by the yeas and nays, annexed to the speech,

that only three of the Mass. delegation voted for it, and that

it Avas carried by the casting vote of the Speaker.
Dr. Eustis did well, and deserves much credit for the decided-

part he took. He gave the Democrats more trouble, and ex-

cited more apprehension, than all the opposition besides. I

have seen no instance in which speaking in the House has had

so much eifect. Generally, it has none at all. But there is

no man of the party which he professes to go with who is so

much feared, so much courted, and so much dreaded. What-

ever may be his real principles, he has done more, in checking,

opposing, and defeating their wild measures, than all the mi-

nority. It happens almost daily, and I do believe, as circum-

stances are, he is, incomparably, the most useful member
within our walls.

Whether a general system of Bankruptcy would be useful

in our country, I have no doubt, on the supposition that an
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adequate penalty was to be adopted. We know the British

system has been useful, but the penalty is high. It is death.

We are not in a state to employ so severe a penalty. Great

inconveniences arise from the very different and contradictory

laws, respecting debtors and the recovery of debts, in the dif-

ferent States. But sure I am, that our late svstem was so

radically bad, it Avas better to repeal it than to attempt amend-

ment. I intended to have replied, particularly to the other

part of your last letter, but some special business calls me,

and I must make it the subject of another letter. I have re-

ceived Mrs. Poole's and Mrs. Torrey's letters, but it has not

been in my power yet to ansAver them.

Your aflFectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

^ Jan. 1, 1804, Lord's Bay. The year commenced Avith a

very rainy day. I spent the day in my chamber, I hope not

unproiitably.

Jan. 2, Monday. Many of the Democrats Avaited on the

President, but very fcAV of the Federalists—I believe only one

from NeAV York State and four from A^irginia. We had a very

long sitting.

'. Jan. 3. Tuesday. Very late sitting. Transcribing Coxe's

Nat. Hist, of SAVitzerland.

Jan. 5, Thursday. A young Spanish officer and the Avife of

Jerome Bonaparte in the Hall, the Marchioness Yrujo and tAvo

other ladies in company. We sat late. John Randolph

brought forAvard his motion for the purpose of impeaching

Judo-e Chase. I had an invitation to dine Avith the President

on Saturday, but Avas previously engaged to dine Avith Mr.

Van Ness. Sent apology to President.

Jan. 6, Friday. Last night finished extracts from Coxe's

Nat. Hist. Late sitting
—on impeachments.

Jan. 7, Saturday. The House sat late. Dined at Major

Van Ness'j'i^ Avith several members of Congress. A very fine

entertainment, and an agreeable time. We had the Spitzbergen

^Miijr.r .lolin P. Van Ness, horn in Ghent, Columbia Co., New Yoi-k,

1770; educated at Columbia College; member of Congress i'romlSiJl
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apple, from New York
;
the flavor excellent. I have not tasted

a better apple. Keeps well till February.
Jan. 9, 10, 11. Attended at the Hall. Wind high and very

cold. Dust in clouds. Potomac frozen over.

Jan. 12, Tliursday. At Post-office and Hall. Transacted

business with General Smith. The President filling his ice-

house. About fifteen single-horse drays, hauling up from a

small pond below his house. The cakes of ice about two

inches thick, and one and two feet long and broad
;
taken up

with spades.

Jan. 15, T^orcVs Day. Attended at Georgetown. Mr.

Coffin, of Newburyport, preached for Mr. Balch. Eeturned

and Avent again P. M. Potomac frozen over as far as Alexan-

dria. Saw people on the ice.

Jan. 18, Wednesday. Attended at the Hall. Major Burn-

ham and Dr. Adams arrived Avith Patent Shelling Machine.

Took lodgings at Mr. Speak's.

Jan. 19, Thursday. Went with the Major and Doctor to

Georgetown. Attended at the Hall.

Jan. 25, Wednesday. Waited on the President. Major
Burnham and Dr. Adams brought their machine. The Presi-

dent mounted the carriage and turned it himself; much

pleased with it. We Avent in and spent a little time. Attended

at the House.

Jan. 30, Monday. Went to GeorgetoAvn early, with Mr.

Pickering and Major Burnham. Called on Mr. Foxhall, the

founder. He supposed the cylinder for the machine could not

be cast.

[Dr. Cutler Avas confined Avith an inflamed and painful eye
for some days, and could not observe the eclipse of the sun on

the morning of February 11th.]

Feb. 13, Monday. At the Secretary of State's Office, in

the case of Wm. BroAvn, impressed on board a British Frigate.

Attended at the Capitol.

Feb. 15, Wednesday. SaAv a specimen of the gold ore from

North Carolina. Attended at the Hall.

to 1803. While a member of Congress, he veceived from President

JefTei'rion a commission as Mnjor of Militia for the District of C.-lumbia.

He died in Washington, March 7, 184G.—Diet, of Congress (Lannmn).



154 •

Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

Feb. 18, Saturday. Went to Alexandria with Major Burn-

ham in Johnson's packet. Mr. Grey and a gentleman from

Norfolk with us. Dined at Gadsby's, on Canvas-backs and

Currant Jelly. . . . Returned in the evening. A pleasant

day and evening.

Feb. 21, Tuesday. Very pleasant. Attended at Hall. Dined

with Mr. Madison.* An excellent dinner. The round of

Beef of which the Soup is made is called Bouilli. It had in

the dish spices and something of the sweet herb and Garlic

kind, and a rich gravy. It is very much boiled, and is still

very good. We had a dish with what appeared to be Cabbage,
much boiled, then cut in long strings and somewhat mashed

;
in

the middle a large Ham, with the Cabbage around. It looked

like our country dishes of Bacon and Cabbage, with the Cab-

bage mashed up, after being boiled till sodden and turned

dark. The Dessert good ;
much as usual, except two dishes

which appeared like Apple pie, in the form of the half of a

Musk-melon, the flat side down, top creased deep, and the

color a dark brown.

Feb. 22, Wednesday. The birthday of the illustrious Wash-

ington. Ushered in by the discharge of 17 Cannon placed on

Capitol Hill, N. of the Capitol. Firing of Cannon followed

at Alexandria and Georgetown. We adjourned at 4. The

federal part of both Houses repaired to Stille's Hotel at 12,

while both Houses were sitting. Seventeen Cannon were again

fired. The pieces Avere 12 or 18 pounders. The air being

very serene, the report was extremely loud and heav}-. Our

seats trembled, and the whole Capitol shook. Many members

wounded (not corporeal but mental wounds), who hate the name

whose memory is honored. The company at Stille's, besides

members, Judges of Supreme Court, Gentlemen at the Bar

who had been members, Gentlemen of Georgetown, of this

*Dr. Cutler, while in Washington, was nl'ten at Mr. IMadison's, wlio

was then Secretary of State. He found Mrs'. Madison very amiable,

and exceedingly pleasant and sensible in conversation. On ime occa-

sion, she spoke of the dishonesty of the Democrats. Dr. C'utler said,

inquiringly, "You do not believe all the Democrats are dishonest?"

"Yes," she said,
"

1 do, every one of them!' which produced a hearty

laugh, in which Mr. Madison himself joined.
— T. Cutler's MSS.
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city, some from Alexandria, and different parts of Virginia

and Maryland
—about 100. Table very elegant. Mr. Balch,

Chaplain ;
Mr. Pickering, President

;
Jos. Lewis and Mr. Sands,

Vice-Presidents. Band of music in the Entry. After the first

Toast, 17 guns. All the Toasts good ; many volunteers, and

mostly good. I retired early. Fine day and pleasant evening.

Feb. 23, Thursday. . . . Dined with his Democratic

Majesty. Dinner handsome, not elegant. Good Soup and

Bouilli; Ice-cream. The Ther. has been as low this Winter

as 3°. Ice in James River 12 inches thick; in Georgetown,
15 inches thick. So Mr. Randolph told me.

Feo. 25, Saturday. House did not sit. . . . Dined at

Mr. Nourse's, with Messrs. Pickering, Hillhouse, Boyle,

McCfary, and Rhea, Mr. J. Q. Adams and lady. Very agree-

able and social time.

Feb. 26, Lord's Day. Attended the Capitol a. m. A
most extraordinary preacher. Bishop Coke, the head man of

the Methodists. On the " foolishness of preaching," etc.

A very short, thick-set man; rapid speaker; no ar-

rangement ;
his voice like a person who has a hoarse cold.

Feb. 28, Tuesday. Agreed with Jess,* a black man, to go
to Hamilton to live with me, at |8 per month. Wages begin

to-day; paid him $10. He is to go with Major Burnham.

Feb. 29, Wednesday. Put a Trunk, 1 package (red bag), 1

Barrel Flour, and a package of the Creeper (to be set out) on

board Captain Butman, for Newburyport. Paid freight on

Flour, $1 ; gave $6.50 for Flour. At Mason's Island, where

I got the Creeper.

*Jess. Shorter was a youriir nuilatro wlio had waited on Dr. Cutler

in Washington, and, becoming much attached, proposed to go north

and live with him. He was a freeman, and was engaged at the wages

usually paid for such service. His polite manners and oV)liging dispo-

sition soon made him quite a favoi'ite with Dr. (_'utler and his family.

He was sent to school and acquii-ed some learning. In 1808, he mar-

ried a young colored girl with whom he became acquainted in a neigh-

boring town. A comfortable cottage was built near the parsonage in

Hamilton, in which Jess, was installed as gardener, and Member, his

wife, became tlie good-natured cook of the family. Here they raised

their children, lived happily, and here they died.
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3Iar., 2, Friday. The impeachment of Judge Pickering
*

(of the District Court of the United States for New Hamp-
shire) commenced in the Senate. The House adjourned and

attended.

3Iar. 3. Saturday. Contested election of Major Lewis be-

fore the House. Mr. Moore, who petitions for the seat, is ad-

mitted to the bar and pleads for himself. Mr. Jones ("son of

Dr. Jones, a member), a very y^ung and a very small man, for

Major Lewis, acquitted himself very handsomely indeed.

Question not taken. Very cold day.
3Iar.

(;!, Tuesday. At the Hall. Major Burnliam and Jess.

set out for Lancaster. Attended at the Secretary's Office on

the business of Mr. Tvno;.

[^Address to this letter is missiny^

Washington, Jan. 10, 1804.

My Dear Sir :
—

. . . Since the amendment has passed,

a bill for making the high salaries of public officers, about

which the Democrats had raised so much clamor, a permanent

establishment, has been agreed to in the House. The Sen-

ate, not content with fixing the salaries at the rate tliey stood,

in the temporary law, although articles of living are, at least,

20 pr. ct. lower than when the salaries were raised, amended

the bill by additions particularly to Granger of 1,000, and his

chief clerk, 300 dollars more. The amendments have not been

accepted by the House, and the bill is at rest for the present.

The impeachment of Judge Pickering, Avith no small exulta-

tion, has gone up to the Senate, in manner and form, but the

trial, though daily expected, has not been had. The conduct

of this unhappy man did not admit of justification,' but the

*.lohii Pickering', LL.D .graduated, Harvard University, 1761
; lawyer

and jurist; born, Newington. N. H., September '11, 1737; died, Ports-

mouth, April 11, 180"); mender of the Convention which formed the

Constitution of Now Hampshire. In 17s7, hewas elected a member

of the Convention which framed the Constitution of the United States,

but declined. Was Judge of the Supreme Court of New Hampshire
in 1700-5, and was at one period Chief-Justice. Subsequently, was

Judge of the District Court of the United Slates for New Hampshire,

but his reason becoming impaired, he was removed from office by im-

peachment, in 180 f.—Drakes Dictionary Am. Blog.
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proof of insanity called for a procedure less severe. He had

been a Federal man, and therefore was not entitled to lenity.

The removal of this Judge is but the beginning of this

species of demolition. The day following, this impeachment,

R-d-ph, the Bonaparte of Democracy, made a motion, the ob-

ject of which was to impeach Judge Chase. It was made

early in the sitting, and brought on a very Avarm and inter-

esting debate. Attempts were made, but in vain, to postpone
the question for one day. At a late hour the question was

avoided, after many motions had been made for the purpose,

by obtaining a vote for adjournment. It seems he liad not

consulted his party ;
several of some consequence were op-

posed, but by the next morning they had got their cue, and

the motion was called up as soon as the House came to or-

der. An amendment was proposed to add Judge Peters, and

carried. Debates succeeded with great acrimony on the part

of the majority.

Some evidence, of mal-conduct or specific charges, was

called for, by the minority, and pressed with able arguments
and becoming dignity, but to no purpose. At length one

member, Smilie, mentioned the trial of Fries, and said these

Judges gave an opinion on a law point, for whicli they ought
be impeached and removed. It seems on this trial it Avas the

opinion of the Judges that, agreeably to the indictment, the

crime charged was made treason by the Constitution. This

decision prevented the counsel for Fries availing themselves

of a plea of sedition, founded on a violation of a statute law.

Knowing that the evidence of the fact was clear, they with-

drew. The investigation of this trial harrowed up the feelings

of the insurgents, which became very apparent, for many of

the leaders Avere members of the House. After all, no spe-

cific charge was made, but some other malefactions Avere barely
alluded to, and the question called for in the most pressing
manner. Motions Averc repeatedly luade for adjournment,
and negatived. At length, just at candle-lighting, a motion

for adjournment, taken by yeas and nays, Avas barely carried.

Early on the next day the debates Avere rencAved, and con-

tinued to a very late hour, much as the day before, Avhen the

question Avas taken. Yeas, 80
; nays, 40. It is some satisfac-
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tioii to tell you that four (and in my opinion of the most

respectable) Democrats voted with us. A Committee of Seven

are appointed and empowered to search after matter of ac-

cusation, to send for men, papers, records, and documents, in any

part of the Union. In a word, the Committee is quite in the

style of a Spanish inquisition. The impeachment Avill doubt-

less take place before the rising of Congress.
I have c:iven vou the course of the businass, in detail

(though I can give you no idea of the debates), for the pur-

pose of conveying to you some conception of the present
state of things, Never before have I seen the demon of Jac-

obinism display the cloven hoof with equal audacity. Never

have 1 believed that the hottest, maddest Democrats would

have openly and boldly avowed principles advanced in

the course of these debates. But it appears evidently to be

the prosecution of the system formed when the Judiciary was

at first attacked—not merely to remove Federal Judges, which

his Democratic Majesty in his work of destruction had not

power to assail—but to prostrate, completely, the Judiciary
branch of our government. What will you say to such prin-

ciples as these? That a Judge is impeachable for an opinion,

in a law point, if that opinion should be judged erroneous by
the House of Representatives? That a judge ought in duty
to favor the ruling political party? And that he is bound to

be governed by the will of the people (so-called)? The next

to be impeached, we are told, is to be Judge Bee, of North Car-

olina, but it is doubtful whether it Avill be brought forward this

session. The utmost secrecy is preserved in the Cabinet—no

one but those immediately concerned can tell us what is to be

on the morrow. Democracy is progressing, if not with hasty

strides, with unabated zeal. Will none of their destructive

measures awaken the public mind ? Will the people see with

indifference their judges converted into mere automatons on

the bench, or, what is infinitely worse, made the servile

creatures of the Legislature ? Is there a reflecting man but

must recognize and deplore the existence of the same spii'it

in our country which has ruined France, and spread distress

over the fairest parts of Europe ?

The imbecility of the leaders of Democracy here may afford
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some consolation. Their courage amounts to nothing more than

a giddy presumption in attempting impracticable theories, like

their speculative teachers, Rousseau, Helvetius, and Godwin,
whose writings seem to have turned their brains

; although

they agree in their rage for innovation, yet they differ in their

theories of government. This diflference has been more apparent
this session than before, yet they strongly combine in opposition

to every prudent, practical maxim, and can always command
a physical power, against Avhich reason, argument, and expe-
rience are feeble repellents. Can any one, who has sense

enough to ask questions about facts, really believe, at this late

day, that the old enemies of the Constitution are now its best,

its only friends, and because they say so ? That the professed
admirers of the French abominations are the safest keepers
of our liberties ? That open revilers and scoifcrs at religion

are the men who will draAv down the blessing of Heaven on our

heads ? Have the people found better men than the excluded

Federalists ? Do they not see that the strife has been for

power and office? But I will trouble you Avith no more

remarks. How great is our consolation that the Lord
reigns! .... M. Cutler.

Washington, Jan. 26, 1804.

To Dr. Torrey.

I am glad to hear of the attention to religion in

Salem, and should still more rejoice if it miglit generally pre-
vail. I do not know that there is any real difference here,

but I do not see so much, and so painful a profanation of the

Sabbath, as in former sessions. At the Treasury, where I

generally attend, there is a small, but very attentive and

serious society. I am much pleased with Mr. Laurie as a

preacher, and with his conversation. I find him quite a pol-

ished and agreeable man, possessed of handsome talents, a

scholar, and well informed. He was educated at the university
at Edinburgh. I much regret that you have no better pros-

pect of a resettlement. The settlement of a minister often

proves a more arduous work than many imagine.
It was my intention to have sent you Mr. Tracy's speech ;

and, although a prodigious number were printed by subscrip-



IGO Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

tion, I could not obtain my own number. It is important to

get them into the hands of the members of the several Legis-

latures. It was the i)rincipal object of getting them printed,

but I had not so many (though upward of fifty) as I could

have disposed of in this way, and was obliged to -neglect a

number of my private friends, to whom I wished to have sent

them. I find they are printed in most of the Federal papers,

so that they will be generally seen. . . . We have very

long and tedious sittings
—commonly dine at sunset, some-

times at 8 or 9 in the evening. This I find very inconven-

ient, but would submit to it with more patience if we made

greater progress in the business. We have a great deal of

miserable speaking
—much from new members, out of the

bush, who do not appear to understand a single principle of

political government. Were all the business now before Con-

gress to be finished this session, we should not rise until Dog

days, and we have additions almost every day. It is quite

uncertain when we shall adjourn.

The "State balances" has again been upon the carpet, and

lasted nearly a week—but not yet decided. There appears

no doubt to me, that a vote will be obtained to relinquish the

claims on the debtor States. This I should not so much re-

trret, if it would be the end of it—for it is certain thev can

not be compelled to -pay
—but the object is to strike off the

claims of the credit States, This would be a serious matter

to Mass. The debt due to us is the largest
—about $1,250,000.

But, although there are many warm and bold advocates of this

flagrant violation of public faith, I do think there is not a ma-

jority. And there does appear some chance, if the debts are

relinquished, we shall be able to get our claim into transferable

stock—which is not the case at present
—and then we shall be

safe, as long as the public debt is safe.

We have had warm contests on the subject of destroying

the Loan offices. This, if carried, will very materially aifect

Mass, as well as violate the public faith. It has been at rest

for some time, but will soon be called up, when a pitched

battle is to be expected. The establishment of the govern-

ment of Louisiana is another serious matter. By letters from

the new Governor, Claiborne, it seems that a republican gov-
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ernment will not do there. It seems a little odd for red-hot

democrats to become advocates of one that is perfectly

despotic.

At present, the Democrats are all engaged in the celebra-

tion of the Jubilee, on the possession of Louisiana. It is to

begin here (at the fountain-head of perfectibility), and then to

spread to all the dark and benighted parts of America. It is

expected to run like wildfire
; you may look out for the flame,

and light up your dark lanterns. Two days are to be devoted

here to Democratic hilarity. One to eating and drinking, and

the other to fiddling and dayicing. It commences to-morrow.

Every pig, goose, and duck, far and near, is said to have been

long in requisition. Next Tuesday is to be devoted to the

second act of the farce. There are to be Balls, Assemblies,
and dances—but where, is yet a Cabinet secret. Whether it

is to be around a May pole or bon-fire they are not disposed
to tell us. One of the Democrats very gravely mentioning to

me thQ impossibility of finding in Washington a house suffi-

ciently large to contain the vast assembly, I could not help

recommending the advice of Nick Bottom the iveaver, to " act

the play in the street by moonlight." We poor Fed's are

quite in the background, and have no part or lot in this matter.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, Feb. 13, 1804.
Captain F. Poole.

. . . In your letter of the 19th, which is the last I have

received, and dated almost a month ago, your reflections on

our political state I believe to be correct. V^e appear to be

advancing to that state of democracy which is attended with

very serious evils, though not fast enough to give alarm to the

public mind.

There has been lately a more open display of the genuine

principles of Jacobinism than in time past. You may be as-

sured that many of the Democrats from New England feel

alarmed. The alteration of the Constitution, the destruction

of the loan offices, business of the state balances, and the

VOL. II.—11



162 Life of Rev. 3fanasseh Cutler.

avoAved design (by some) and secret workings (by others) to

"wipe oif at one dash of the sponge the demands of the credit

states, and, the last Aveek, the subject of the Georgia lands,

have all been measures to which every decent northern Demo-

crat has been opposed.
The folly of throwing the whole poAver of the general gov-

ernment into the hands of Virginians and the Southern people

is very sensibly felt. Our colleagues have generally voted to-

gether for some time past. When in the last Congress, there

was only one instance in each session.

An event took place on Sunday, at a Democratic lodging-

house, Avhich has aiforded much amusement and much diversion

to the Federalists, and extreme mortification to their oppo-
nents. It was, in a very strict sense, a square fight betAveen

the all-important head man of the party and another Avho

ranks as his second, or perhaps third. Lieutenant. The fracas

began at table betAveen Johnny Randolph and Ashton. It Avas

about the debate on the Georgia lands, Avhich Ave had the Aveek

before for four or five days. Johnny had made several highly

inflammatory speeches, but had been extremely mortified by
the question going against him. Ashton ventured rather in-

directly to contradict this political giant in some matter of

fact, Johnny told him he should not permit himself to be

contradicted by any man Avithout satisfaction, and especially

from such a man as he Avas. Hard words folloAved, Johnny
rose and conducted some ladies from the table into another

room
; returned, took a Avine-glass filled, and dashed the Avine

into Ashton's eyes and broke the glass to pieces over his head
;

after some bustle, he took up a gin-bottle and dashed it at him

and left the room. This is the short of the story. This

morning, much was said about a duel. Neither of them com-

ing to the House, it Avas said they were gone out to fight.

This I did not credit. We are noAv told that Ashton has

taken Randolph with a special warrant
;
that he has this day

been arraigned before the Supreme Court, now sitting in the

Capitol. The decision of the Judges Ave have not -heard
;

but the cream of it is, that Randolph should be brought to the

bar before Judge Chase, whom he is about to impeach. Judge
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Chase (one of the largest men I ever saw) is as remarkable for

the largeness as Johnny for the smallness of his size.

I have received a very polite letter this morning, dated at

Danvers, January 20th, "without being signed by any name.

I suspect it might be from General Foster. . . . An an-

swer seems to be desired, which I should readily give, but I

am in doubt to whom to address my letter.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

[Extract from letter to 3Ir. Poole, February 21, 1804.]

. With regard to the Jubilee (on possession of Louis-

iana), it occasioned much conversation beforehand, but turned

out a very trifling matter. Three or four cannon were fired
;
a

number of Demo's had a dinner, with whom Jefferson and Burr

dined, but a large number of their own party refused to join them.

There was no parade nor collections among the people. Very
little has since been said about it. The ball on the next

Tuesday was at Georgetown, and the most that has been said

since is, that they affronted the British Minister and his lady,,

whom they had invited. ...

[To 3Irs. Poole.']

Washington, Fei). 28, 1804.

My Dear Daiighter :
—

. . . The British Minister ani

his lady have been the subjects of much conversation, espe-

cially with respect to repeated affronts they have received.*

There can be no doubt they have been treated very improp-

erly. A few days since, Mr. J. Q. Adams, of the Senate,,

General Wadsworth and mvself, made the Minister a formal

visit. We were introduced by Mr. Adams, and treated witk

*Mrs. Madison describes a state dinner at the "White House," to

which many of the Diplomats were invited, when, to her surprise, the

President stepped forward and ofi'ered her his arm, as the wife of the-

Secretary of State. She demurred, and whispered,
" Take Mrs.

Merry" (-the wife of the British Minister). But, firmly refusing, she

was obliged then, and always, during iiis administration, to take the

head of the table. Mrs. Merry, feeling deeply insulted, seized her

husband's arm, and walked in behind him.—Memoirs and Letters of

Dolly Madison {by her Grandniece).
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much politeness. Mr. Merry is a well-formed, genteel man,

extremely easy and social. But I was especially pleased with

his lady, who is a remarkably fine woman. It happened that

I was seated by her. She entered instantly into the most

ao;reeable conversation, Avhich continued durins; the visit,

"^^hile the other p-entlemen were conversino; with each other.

She was just as easy and social as if we had been long ac-

quainted, and continued so as long as we tarried, which was

about a couple of hours. . . .

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, March 3, 1804.

Rev. Dr. Dana.

3Iy Dear Sir:— . . . The debates on the alteration

of the Constitution, and Mr. Tracy's speech, as much as any,
have conveyed much information to the, people. For, in Con-

gress, as well as abroad, this article was imperfectly under-

stood, until after a careful investigation. But how little has

this information availed ! You see with how much avidity

it has been adopted. A small glimpse of hope remains with

respect to S. Carolina, through the influence of General But-

ler. If the alteration is carried, it settles at once the next

election of the two first magistrates. If not, matters will be

so arranged by dividing for the Vice-President as to insure

the choice of the first officer.

You have seen the doings of the Democratic caucus here—
unanim.ous for the first magistrate ;

for the second : Clinton,

67
; Breekenridge, 20

; Lincoln, 9
; Langdon, 7

; Granger, 4
;

and Maclay, 1. It is of small importance, in their vieAv, who

the second may be, if the first is secured. You see the Mas-

sachusetts man, Avho is supposed to have withdrawn himself

from the nomination of Governor with expectations of the

second office, has been passed by without a solitary vote. But,

my dear sir, what have you to hope from the ignorance of the

enemies of the Constitution, and of the rights and duties of

Judges, while they hold poAver in their hands. The opinions

I stated, though advanced by individuals, are not to be sup-

posed to be the opinions of the whole, but come from some
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of the most influential of the party. Their ignorance and

folly may afford lessons of instruction, in future time, 1)utj

for the present, we may suffer the evil, so long as they have

power to carry their purpose into effect.

Yesterday the trial of Judge Pickering commenced. To

the credit of Mr. Burr, very formal arrangements were made,
and the court was opened with a dignified solemnity. Mr.

Harper has volunteered his services, and offered a petition to

the court in behalf of a son of the Judo;e, but disclaimed being

employed or authorized by him to say a word in his behalf,

and that he should not attempt it. The prayer of the petition

is a postponement, on the ground that the judge is, at this

time, in a deranged state of mind. The managers of the im-

peachment, on the part of the House, objected to Mr. Harper's

being heard in support of the petition, and the opinion of the

Court requested. It is expected the trial (as an adjournment
then took place) will proceed on Monday.

The Committee of Inquisition is nearly ready to report.

When the trial of Judge Pickering is over, it is expected the

impeachment of Judge Chase will immediately follow. As the

S. Court is now in session, and the Judge on the ground, it is

probable he will meet his trial before he leaves the city. Mr.

Griswold, who is of the Committee, informed me, a day or two

ago, that the evidence was principally taken, and though some

was highly colored, in his opinion, no charge would be sus-

tained.

The Democrats of both Houses are much perplexed about

establishing a system of government in Louisiana. A bill has

long been before the Senate, and has at length come to the

House. It has been repeatedly taken up and as often laid

down, without making any progress. Governor C ne

[Claiborne] has written an intelligent and judicious letter to

the President on this subject, which has been communicated

to both Houses, but, for obvious reasons, has not been suffered

to be printed. He states, in impressive terms, the extreme

difficulty of governing the mixed inhabitants of this country.
That a government, on the principles of our Constitution, will

be very illy suited to their present state. Popular elections

and trial by jury must, for a time, be inadmissible, and seems
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to recommend a strong aristocracy, bordering pretty Avell upon

despotism. His sentiments and opinions have extremely em-

barrassed our worshipers of the idol of Democracy, and what

is to be done in this case is difficult to conjecture ;
and the

difficulty seems to be increased by a rumor, just received, in-

forming that L'Aussat is very troublesome, interferes in the

government, and says he is to remain to see the treaty ful-

filled and justice done to the French, and demanding an armed

force to be immediately sent to aid the government in sup-

porting his authority. Whether there is any real foundation

for this rumor, I know not, but there are symptoms Avhich

would lead me to suspect it was not wholly groundless.
It has been my hope that our Legislature would order a

general ticket for the election of the members of the next

Congress, but have not yet seen any motion for this purpose
in the reports of their doings. It is, however, a painful truth

that, were the best abilities in N. England now to represent

the federal interest, it would be wholly out of their power to

do any thing important to their country.

Lately the minority have been almost totally silent, which

appears to have more and better effect than debating.

A Joint Committee have reported an adjournment on the

12th. . . . Your friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

Dr. Torrey. . Washington, 3Iarch 13, 1804.

Mt/ Dear Sir:— . . . The trial of Judge Pickering

was closed yesterday, and sentence of condemnation passed
—

ayes, 20, nays, 10. This trial, so far as respects mere forms,

has been conducted with much dignity and solemnity. This is

wholly owing to Mr. Burr. He presides in the Senate in a

manner which reflects much honor and respectability upon
him as a man of taste and judgment. But in the course of

this trial we have the fullest demonstration of the unbounded

influence of party spirit upon the bench of judgment. I be-

lieve every impartial hearer would have said that insanity had

been proved in the clearest and most satisfactory manner.

The evidence, to my mind, was clear that Mr. Pickering was

in the first instance insane, but afterward, as a crazy man, he
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visited grog-sliops, and indulged himself in drinking. That

now, when he is not under the influence of strong drink, he

discovers the clearest evidence of a deranged state of mind.

It has long been an established rule, in judicial courts in

Europe and America, that an insane person can not be tried

for any crime. If a murderer should become insane, after he

was committed to prison, he would not be tried while his in-

sanity remained, or if condemned and afterward become in-

sane he would not be executed.

"But in this case this plea was overruled, and he must suffer

this cruel sentence.

The House attended in the Senate Chamber, where chairs

were provided for them, in the course of the trial yesterday,
while the forms of condemnation were passed.
On our return to the House, the report of the Committee

for impeaching Judge Chase was called up and passed. The

evidence, which had been printed, we had some time before

laid on our table. The affidavits were all taken ex parte, but

on a careful examination the evidence appeared to me more

in favor of the judge than against him. Instead of being

guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors, there appears to me
no charge of blame.

A high coloring, in some instances, is given by witnesses

who have been, and are, his implacable enemies, but there

can be very little doubt, if the judge could have the opportu-

nity to appear in his own defense, all this would be wiped
off. The Demo's expected the Federalists would come for-

ward and in long debates would oppose the impeachment.
But it was fully ascertained that debating, would be to no

purpose, and we agreed only to vote and not to debate. Mr.

Griswold only rose and stated to the House that the Com-
mittee of Impeachment, of which he Avas a member, never

went into an examination of the evidence, never so much as

discussed the subject in Committee, and wdien the Chairman

brought in his report he and Mr. Huger, the only Federal

members, were not notified to attend, and as it was certain the

House were determined to impeach the Judge, it was in vain

to make any observations, and he should only call for the

yeas and nays. There appeared a solemn awe in the House
;
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several of the Democrats, who seemed, to have some feeling,

left their seats—two of my colleagues (Skinner and Bishop).

The vote stood—ayes, 73, nays, 32. A motion was imme-

diately made for an adjournment. I have never seen more of

spirit and hitter feeling after adjournment among the mem-
bers. A group of Democrats, it is said, made a pretty vio-

lent attack on Mr. Dana for not . defendino- the Jud^je before

the House. His reply, though it might sound harsh, was so

appropriate and cutting, I can not forbear giving it to you.
After censuring, in strong terms, their favorite work of de-

struction, he told them the clearest argument had no effect
;

it was folly to reason with them, for he should just as soon

think of "
Throwing snoio-balls into h-U, to put out the fire, as

to convince Democrats by reasoning."

I am your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Captain Fitch Poole.

WashixoxTON, 3Iarcli 20, 1804.

My Dear Sir :
—I have time only to Avrite you a very few

lines, and just to inform you my son, Ephraim, has concluded

not to go on to Hamilton, at this time, but will set out, in a

day or two, on his return.

A bill has passed the second reading in the Senate to re-

move the seat of government to Baltimore, and making pro-

vision for transporting the public offices, and providing the

necessary public buildings. When Congress is once mounted

on wheels, and set a rolling, I believe it impossible to say

where the government Avill roll to, and when it Avill stop. Mr.

Dawson has offered a motion to the House for re-ceding this

territory back to Maryland and Virginia. What reasons have

been given I have not heard, as we have not taken the matter

up. It is believed the one which operated the most power-

fully is, that this city has the misfortune to be called after the

name of Washington. The people of this city are, as might

be expected, extremely iri-itated. If these measures should

be carried, which I can scarcely think possible, we may have

a little specimen of that kind of government these exclusive

friends of the people are advocating
—mobocracy

—before we

we leave the city.
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You have received the painful intelligence of the loss of the

frigate, Philadelphia. A petition from a large number of the

citizens of Philadelphia has just been read and committed,

praying government to take immediate measures for liberating

these unfortunate captives. Whether any energetic measures

will be adopted, Avith respect to the state of Tripoli, is very

doubtful. ...
Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

3Iar. 7, Wednesday. At the Hall. Randolph made a whin-

ing, coaxing, threatening, and personally abusive speech, on

his string of Georgia resolutions.

Mar. 8, Thursday. Wind very high, dust in clouds. Went

to Holt's Garden
; got a variety of seeds. Amt., 100 cents.

House adjourned early, to attend the funeral of General

(Daniel) Heister. Procession walked from Lovell's Hotel,

where he died, round President's Square. The corpse carried

on throug;h Georg-etown to Hagerstown, where he lived. His

wife present
—he had no child. House voted mourning for

one month. Biscuit and wine provided, for the members to

refresh themselves, at Lovell's.

3Iar. 12, 3Ionday. Attended at the House. Judgment

passed on Judge Pickering.
3Iar. 13, Tuesday. At the House. We agreed to adjourn

on the 26th.

3Iar. 14, Wednesday . At the House. Cold and fair. This

evening my son Ephraim arrived from Marietta, and took

lodgings here. His arrival a great relief to my mind.

3Iar. 15, Thursday. With my son most of the day. At
the Hall some of the time.

3Iar. 16, Friday. At Holt's Garden, procured a chrysan-
themum root for 12J cents. Attended at the Hall.

3Iar. 17, Saturday. Ephraim Avent to Alexandria. At-

tended Hall.

3Iar. 20, Tuesday. Busy with Ephraim. Went to the Hall.

Call of the House at 4 o'clock.

3Iar. 21, Wednesday. Call of the House at half past ten.

The call commenced before the time. Upward of tAventy of
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us came to the door just as it was locked. By most of our

watches it wanted several minutes of the time the call was

to take place. We retired to a committee room, and went

in a body into the House. After some fuss about it, the call

for the remainder of the session was rescinded.

3far. 22, Thursday. Ephraira set out on his return to Ohio,

Went to Alexandria. At the Hall. Finished reading the 2d

vol. of Gibbon's Roman Empire.
M(ir. 23, Friday. At the Hall. Letter from Major Burn-

ham. Obtained copies of Hoxie's description and drawings
of his Machine.

3Iar. 24, Saturday. At the Hall. At Georgetown, sold a

machine for $20—received the cash. Preparing for my
journey.

Mar. 26, Monday. Attended at the House. Did very
little

; very much in confusion. Galleries extremely full of

people. Caricature of Wright, with the Capitol on his back,

traveling oif, and calling to Dayton to help ; reply,
" I will see

you hanged first." People crying from the windows,
"
Stop

thief!
" A great loaf of bread, or, rather, a great many small

loaves, arranged one after the other. Great fuss. President

there. Music. Bakers dressed in Avhite jackets and panta-

loons, and Avhite aprons. Had in the Capitol wine, cheese,

etc. Effigies of Wright, Randolph, and others, prepared to

be burnt. The head men, it was said, were arrested by the

order of the Senate. These, it seems, were some of Duane's
" Untied Irishmen.'''' Duane's mistake in putting the t the

wrong side of the z, for United, made them Untied Irishmen.

House and Senate rescinded the resolution to adjourn to-day.

We sit to-morrow.

3Iar. 27, Tuesday. House adjourned at eight in the even-

ing, after a report from the President that he had nothing to

communicate, and from the Senate that they were ready to

adjourn, to meet on the first Monday in November next.

Settled all bills, and ready to start.
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CHAPTER XVII.

Fourth Skssiox in Coxgueps—Diary, 1804— Lictter from Thos. Cushtxg

—Letters to his Family—Diary, 18U5—Trial ok Judge Chase—
Letters.

Nov. 5, 1804, 3Ionday. Arrived at Washington at 4 p. M.

The House had met, formed a quorum, and adjourned. Senate

had not a quorum. Went to the Capitol, and took my old

scat. But Ave are now to sit in the Library, which is fitted up
for the reception of the House, as the other Aving Avas not fin-

ished. Went to Mr. Speak's, Avhere I dined, and found Colonel

Hough, Mr. Claggett, Chamberlin, and Chittenden.

Nov. 6, Tuesday. Attended House. Senate not a quorum.
Find myself well accommodated at Mr. Speak's, Avitli a snug
room by myself.

Nov. 7, Wednesday. Senate made a quorum. House ad-

journed early. Fair held in the city for three da^^s. This

morning, paid the homage of my high respects to his Demo-

cratic Majesty, the President, and Avas very graciously re-

ceived.

Nov. 8, Thursday. At 12 o'clock, the President's Secre-

tary brought to the tAvo houses the Message. It Avas im-

mediately read in our House. Sent off a large number to my
friends.

Nov. 9, Friday. Adjusting matters in my chamber, Avhere

I abound in conveniences, so far as my little apartment Avill

admit. Wrote letters.

Nov. 10, Saturday. The House did not sit. Went to

GeorgetoAvn. Called on Mr. Balch and Mr. King. Borrowed

of Mr. King 5th and 6th vols, of Harvey.
Nov. 11, Sunday. Attended worship at our Hall. Mr.

McCormick preached a very good sermon on Charity
—the

good Samaritan. At 3, service Avas attended in the Court

Room, and a Mr. Spear, from the town of Greensburg, West-

moreland County, Pennsylvania, preached an excellent sermon
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on Remembering the Sabbath. Extemporary ;
a very hand-

some delivery, and action well suited to the subject. Jefferson

at the Hall in the morninc;.

Hov. 13, Tuesdai/. House came to order half an hour be-

fore eleven, and instantly adjourned, 28 to 25, on account of

the races. Attended the races. First race I did not see. It

was a match race of two two-year old colts—one belonged to

Tayloe, and the other to Devaul—for $1,000. Tayloe won.

The second race I saw. Three four-year olds—a four mile

heat—ran in eight minutes. The Democrat, Bonaparte, The

Makepeace—the latter belonged to Tayloe, and beat. The

bet was the Jockey purse of 500 dollars. A vast collection

of people, about the same as last year.

]Vov. 14, Wednesday. Did not attend the races. At the

House. Short session.

Nov. 16, Friday. Have this week been reading Murray's
Elements of Chemistry, a most excellent work, in two vols.

Borrowed it of Mr. Rapine.
Nov. 20, Tuesday. So much engaged in making extracts

from Murray's Principles of Chemistry, that I did not go to

the Hall. This is an excellent work, containing the new no-

menclature of airs, acids, etc.; giving clear, philosophical

ideas of the principles of all natural bodies in the three king-

doms, and a general and useful view of the operation and

products of natural and artificial Chemistry.

Nov. 21, Wednesday. All our family, but General Wads-

worth and myself, went to Sit. A^ernon by water. Found I

had a severe cold coming on. After Congress adjourned,

walked with Mr. Pickering from the Capitol to Holt's Garden.

When I' got home, found myself quite exhausted, and had a

very sick night.

bee. 2, Sunday. Attended worship at the Capitol. Mr.

McCormick preached. Mr. Jefferson and his Secretary, Bur-

ril, attended. Do not recollect to have seen his last Secretary,

Harvey, at meeting. These are the men that broke up William

and Mary's College, and were afterward expelled from New

Jersey College for atheism and infidelity.

Mr. Taggart and myself attended the funeral of Mr.
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Laurie's *
child, by desire. Many members attended. Mr.

Balch, Mr. Wiley, McCormick, Taggart, and myself rode to

the grave at GeorgctoAvn in the coach with the corpse. A

large number of coaches.

Dec. 3-7. Attended at the Hall.

Dec. 9, Sunday. At the Capitol. Mr. McCormick preached

on Profane Swearing,
" Thou shalt not take the name of the

Lord thy God in vain."' A pathetic, good sermon. In the

afternoon, attended Mr. Laurie's funeral sermon on the death

of his child,
" I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me."

Dec. 12-14. Attended at the Capitol. Let Jess, have two

dollars.

Dec. 16, Lonf^ Bay. Attended in the Hall. A Mr.

Glendy,! now settled in Baltimore, preached. He was on a

moral subject
—Live peaceably as much as possible with all

men. His language remarkably refined and elegant, his mat-

* Rev. -James Laurie, D.D., was born in Edinburiih, Scotland, in

177s, and educated at the University of Ediuburgli. lie came to

America in 1S02, to enter the service of tlie Associate Iiefovmed

Church. In 18U3, hewas installed pastor of the Associate I\efornied

Cliurch at Washington, D. C, of which lion. Joseph Nourse, I\pgi>ter

of the United States Treasury, was a leading member. Mr. Lauiie

continued pastor ol this church until his death, in J8.')3. For the same

time, fifty years, he was a clerk in the Register's office, a position to

which he had been appointed by Mr. Nourse. Williams College con-

ferred the degree of D.D. upon him, 1815.—See S}iTa'jues Anna's of the

American Pulpit.

J John Gleiidy, D.D, was born near Londonderry, Ireland, in 1755.

He graduated at the University of Ghisgow; studied theology, and was

ordained to the ministry of the Presbyterian Church, and accepted a

call from the church in Londonderry, where he soon acquired great

influence among the jjcople. He was outspoken against tlie policy of

Great Britain toward Ireland, and rendered himself obnoxious to the

government. A troop of horse sent to arrest him burned his hou.^e on

discovering his escape. He surrendered himself to tlie authorities,

was tried, and condemned to perpetual exile. The shi)) in wliich he

embarked put in at the port of Norfolk, Virginia, in distress. Mr.

Glendy preached a sermon in the Court-house, by in\itation of the

Captain, to the y)assengers and crew. Many citizens attended. At-

tracted by his eloquence and learning his story, they interested them-

selves in his behalf. This was in 1799. He soon received a call from

Staunton, Virginia, where he supplied both the churches of Staunton

and Bethel. In 1803, he was installed pastor of the Second Presbyte-
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ter sentimental, his manner animated and pleasing ;
not over

acted
; displayed much ingenuity ;

but his adulation offered to

the President disgusting. He is a flaming Irish patriot. . A
rebellion arose pretty much in his society ; many were exe-

cuted. He fled, and came to Virginia, and has now a large

congregation in Baltimore. A Mr. Emmet, brother to Emmet,
the Lawyer, who was executed, was with him.

Dec. 17-21. At the Capitol. Finished reading third vol-

ume of Gibbon's Roman History, Returned it, and took out

the fourth volume.

Dec. 22, Saturday. No setting of the House. In my
chamber all day. Studied hard.

Dec. 23, Sunday. Attended worship at the Treasury. Mr.

Laurie alone. Sacrament. Full assembly. Three tables
;

service very solemn
; nearly four hours. Cold day.

Dec. 24, Moyiday. At the Capitol. Studied hard and late.

Dec. 25, Tuesday, Christmas. Mr, Chittenden, Mr. Claggett,

and myself went to the Catholic Chapel at Georgetown. A
pretty good sermon by a Catholic Priest from Philadelphia.

Singing solemn. Much ceremony, particularly in elevating

the Cup and Wafer.

Dec. 26, Wcdfiesday. Did not go to the Capitol. Very thin.

House, and nothing done. Studied hard.

Dec. 27, lliursday. At the Capitol. Dined with Mr,

Nourse,* at his country-seat, back of Georgetown. Mr.

Pickering, Hillhouse, and Smith, of Ohio, of the Senate
;
Mr.

Taggart, Morrow, and myself, of the House
;
Mr. Laurie and

lady, Mr. Van Ness and lady, made up our company. Re-

turned early in the evening. Studied late.

rian Church of Baltimore, where he continued until his death, in 1832.

He was Chaplain of the House of Representatives in 1806, and of the

United Stales Senate in 1815 and 1816.—Su Spragues Annals of the

American Pulpit.
*
Joseph Nourse was born in London, 1754; died near Georgetown,

D. C, 1841. He came to America in 17G9; served during the Revolu-

tion as Secretary to General Charles Lee, Auditor of Continental

Board of War, and Assistant Auditor-General. He was appointed

Register of the United States Treasury in 1789, and held the office

forty years. He was Vice-President of the American Bible Society.
—

See Drake s Diclionarij Am. Biog.
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Dec. 28, Friday. At Capitol. Studied, and completed the

work I bad intended.

Dee. 30, LorcVs Day. Attended at the Capitol. Mr. Laurie

preached a good sermon. It was ingenious and handsomely

delivered. People very attentive.

Dec. 31, 3Ionday. At the War Office, on Mr. Cleaveland's

business. Attended at the Capitol.

[From Thomas C. CusJmig.']

Salexm, iVov. 15, 1804.

Rev. Dr. Cutler.

Dear Sir :
—Before this reaches you, you will have learned

that the result of that—I was going to say, foolish—method

of our Legislature, prescribed for the choice of electors, is

such as our Virginia masters wish. A majority of our repre-

sentatives to the next Congress Avill probably be of the same

cast, and probably another election will make the whole so.

Indeed, I am inclined to think it would be better that our rep-

resentation should be wholly of this character, than of the

mixed kind it now is. Parties, in that case, would probably

soon assume a new name, and New England Democrats become

in reality Federalists under such a new name. The Virginians

are now so strong, even in the camp of their adversaries, that

it appears impossible to prevent great concessions' to her de-

mands, which Avill undoubtedly make the difficulty of regaining

our rights very great; but the men who will not reason or

foresee consequences, and who are now making all the mischief

among us, will by and by be convinced by their feelings, and

will be most noisy, if not the most efficient, opposers of Vir-

ginia claims.

The difficulties into which the Virginia measures are leading

the nation, I imagine, Avill be in some degree manifested in

your present session, and it is not easy to see how government
will manage the subject of Louisiana. The Message, Avhich

we now begin to expect, will no doubt gloss it over with a suf-

ficient degree of sophistry. It is a matter of curiosity and

inquiry, whether that Burr will have the audacity to take

his seat in the Senate, and, if he does, how will he be received

and treated by that body. Can they submit to the degradation
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of the presidency of a man lying under the legal imputation
of murder? Will not N. Jersey claim him as a fugitive from

justice? Will not an impeachment be moved against him in

your House ? But, doubtless, impeachment against ten judges
would be voted, before one would be against a murderer.

If I understand the policy adopted by the Federalists last

session, it was to keep aloof from all debates on subjects
which could not be converted into subjects of local interests.

This plan, at least, gives moderate Democrats an opportunity
to come round, without professing to abandon their principles.
These they may retain, and still advance the necessity of sup-

porting their local interests, as an excuse for coalescing with

the Federalists. There are, from time to time, indications

that the Democrats begin to think. A pretty active Democrat,

immediately preceding our late election, made inquiry whether

Crowninshield voted for the extinguishment of the state bal-

ance, saying that, if he did, he would not vote for him as rep-
resentative. This makes me desirous of knowing the fact,

and also respecting all his votes involving the New E, interests.

If an easy reference can be made to the journals, would thank

you for such information.

As circumstances have changed, the (now) Democratic party
have thought it convenient to change their designating name,

but perhaps it is not best they should have their choice what

we should call them. I am glad that we for ourselves have

stuck to the name of Federalists, it wears well, and I be-

lieve they would be glad to filch it from us. But for them

I should think present circumstances would make it expedi-
ent we should call them by the name of the Virginia party.
A uniformity among the editors is desirable. For us to adopt
the name of N. E., or Northern party, I should think would

be dangerous, on account of our friends in the Southern States,

a name which would seem to exclude them from our community.
That of Federalists makes no geographical distinction. The

Federalists of the South might perhaps be as afraid of a New

England as a Virginia party, especially some time hence, when

local interests will more prevail.

From our treaties, and various connections and engagements
with foreign nations, we must undoubtedly preserve our union,
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under some form or other
;
should the form change, and the

people of the North feel their true dignity. I presume they
will make their influence felt. Providence has hitherto made

every thing turn out wonderfully for our good. I still trust

that future events will be of the same effect,

I remain your obliged friend and humble servant,

Thos. C. Gushing.*

Washington, Nov. 30, 1804.
Captain Fitch Poole.

Dear Sir ."^-It is with great satisfaction I hear of the atten-

tion to religion in the remote part of your Society, which both

you and the Doctor have mentioned. I hope the influence of

the Holy Spirit may attend the preaching and other means

used with these people. It is a happiness to see those in the

lowest grade of society attending to their highest interests.

But the true friends of the glorious Gospel of the Son of God
will reflect upon the almost inconceivable influence which men in

power, and those who move in the principal circles of social life

will have upon the great mass of the people ! How gloomy to

see a great portion of this description not merely enemies to the

Cross, but disposed to remove from the minds of the people,
whom they view so far below them, every idea of a Deitv,

of accountability, or of future existence ! How desirable it

would be to have the attention of those who have so much in-

fluence called up, and to see them engaged with as much so-

licitude to promote as they now are to discourage and destroy
the influence of the Gospel ! It is true the great Ruler of the

universe can accomplish His own purpose, and will do it in

His own way and time. But this can not lessen our obliga-

tions, nor excuse suitable exertions to promote the great de-

* 'I'homas C. Gushing was the editor and proprietor of the Salem Ga-

zette, with which he was connected many years. "As a journalist he

was lucid, earnest, and usually courteous, but he spared no energy if

argument or of denunciation which his cause seemed to him to re-

quife."
—Newspaper Writers in New England, 1787-1815, by Delano A.

Goddard.

VOL. II.—12
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signs of redemption. The religious complexion of our coun-

try is to me extremely gloomy.
Dr. Bently has declined to come and act as Chaplain. The

House have since chosen Mr. Parkinson, the old Chap-

lain, who has also declined. While I have been writing this

letter, we have given in our votes for the third time, and I

have the pleasure to inform you that JNIr. Laurie, of this city,

is elected. This is the gentleman whom I have ever wished

might have the appointment. The House is now about to ad-

journ. My love to all.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, Dec. 18, 1804.

Captain Fitch Poole.

JDear Sir:— . . . The greater portion of business

which has hitherto been before our House has been unimportant
and local. You will see by the papers that the trial of Judge
Chase is. to commence on the 2d of January. It is said he

will have no counsel. This is much regretted. However able

he may be to plead his own cause, and perhaps few can excel

him, yet a lawyer might say many things and illustrate some

very important points which modesty would forbid him to no-

tice. And this seems to be a case of that complexion in which

no man, consistently, could say himself all that ought in truth

and justice to be said in his vindication. It is expected, how-

ever, that some gentleman will volunteer in his service.

The most interesting subjects, as mere matters of legisla-

tion, which Ave have had before us, are two bills, one for regu-

lating harbors, etc., the object of which is to have a control over

armed ships, when within the jurisdiction of the United

States, to prevent the impressment of seamen from on board

our vessels. A law of this kind is much wanted, and is highly

necessary, but it is not easy to frame such a law as will be

effectual, and guard against infringement of treaties and the

law of nations.

The Virginia party have sensibly felt the difficulty and their

own incapacity. The first bill was a most miserable thing.

When it came to be examined and analyzed by the Federalists,



Life of Rev. JlJanassch Cutler.
'

179

they were glad to withdraw it. After some time another was

reported, which was not, indeed, so bad, but so defective, that

they have laid it by for the present. The principal provision

of the first bill was to throw the whole power into the hands

of the President, and the last comes pretty much to the same

point at last. What will be done is uncertain.

The other bill is to regulate the clearance of armed mer-

chant vessels. The object is to interdict all trade with the

subjects of the Emperor of Hayti. The discussion has given
full proof of the ascendency of Bonaparte over our govern-
ment. It is so evident, that agreeably to the laws of nations

we have a clear right to ti-ade with this nation, and so cer-

tain, that if it be prohibited a very valuable branch of our

commerce, which aflfords much revenue, will go into the hands

of other nations, the Democrats know not hoAv to keep their

popularity, while they do so great an injury to their country.
But the bug-bear is a war with France, and in fact there ap-

pears to be a large proportion who would be glad wholly to

annihilate commerce. In this bill, as in the other, there was

an attempt to put the business into the hands of the Presi-

dent, and make him as despotic over commerce as he is over

Loviisiana.

This bill has been worked, and molded, and beat, and banged,,
and purged so as just to pass to be engrossed. But it is-

considered still an abominable thing. I have not time to point
its errors. And yet some of the Virginia party do not think

it bad enough, and probably on the third reading will reject
it with the hope of obtaining a worse. It is very doubtful to

me whether it passes.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Jan. 1,1805, Tuesday. Congress did not sit. The most of our

family went to the President's to present him the compliments
of the season. The mournful news General Wadsworth had re-

ceived of the death of his son. Lieutenant Wadsworth, who
was in the vessel blown up at Tripoli, was communicated, yes-

terday, to the House, in a message from the President. We.
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went at twelve. The French Minister, General Taureau,^' had

been in, and Avas retnrning. We met him at the door, covered

with lace almost from head to foot, and very much powdered.
Walked with his hat off, though it was rather misty ;

his

Secretary, one Aide, and one other, with him. When we

went in, the number was small, but soon increased, until the

Levee room, which is large, was nearly full. A large number

of Ladies, Heads of Departments, Foreign Ministers and Con-

suls, and the greater part of both Houses of Congress. The

British Minister was in a plain dress, but superb carriage.

We had cake of different kinds
;
silver urns, filled with punch ;

marhmoth cheese.

Jan. 2. Trial of Judge Chase (of Maryland, Associate Jus-

tice of the U. S. Supreme Court) commenced. He prayed for

a postponement to the next session of Congress. The Judge
addressed the Court, stated his' reasons for asking for a post-

ponement, and withdrew. The Senate then retired.

Jan. 3, Thursday. The Senate formed again into High
Court of Impeachment. The oaths administered. Judge
Chase filed an affidavit, stating his reasons for praying for a

postponement. Order for fixing the day of trial—first day De-

cember, ayes, 12, nays, 18; then fourth February, ayes, 21,

nays, 9. Most of the members of the House attended.

Chairs provided on the floor of the Senate Chamber. Wrote

Ephrain].y

* General Tourreau was Minister fi-om France under the reign of

Egalite, and his career seems to have been one characteristic of that

period. Of obscure birth, but handsome and clever, he made liis way

up, and became an aide to Napoleon Bonaparte. In the rapid changes
of popular favor, he was condemned to death—his door marked with

the fatal guide to the bloody guillotiners. A servant girl employed
about the jail rubbed out the mark, and so saved his life, in return for

which he married her; the alliance, of course, proved to be a most ur-

happy one, ending in a separation at the time he was representing his

country in Washington.
—Memoirs and Letters of Dolly Madison.

f The following is an extract from this letter: "Last spring I pub-

lished my request not to be considered as a candidate at the next elec-

tion. Many of my friends urged me to consent to be a candidate once

more, particularly on account of the spirit of the times and the ex-

treme difficulty of finding a man who would consent to be elected in

whom the Federalists would be united. I could not reconcile the
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'Jan. 8, 9, 10. Debates on ceding Alexandria to Vir-

ginia, Very full galleries. The question taken—yeas, 46,

nays, 72.

Jan. 11, Friday. It was announced in the House, by Mr.

Anderson, that one of the members (Mr. James Gillespie) had

departed this life the preceding night, and that liis interment

was proposed to-morrow.- On motion of Dr. Dickson, an

order was taken to go into mourning, and wear crape one

month. To go from the Capitol to the house and grave.

Jan. 12, Saturday. House met, received crape for the arm,
and adjourned. Attended the funeral at the house of Mr.

Sweney, in Pennsylvania Avenue. Wine, spirits, and biscuits

on the table. Messrs. Balch, Laurie, and McCormick present.

They had white scarfs, containing three yards of cambric

muslin
;
the bearers the same, and also the Clerk of the House

and Sergeant-at-Arms. Carriages provided for both Houses.

He Avas buried in the new burying-ground in Georgetown.
The coffin, mahogany.

Jan. 14-17. Attended the House. Not much done.

Jan. IS, Friday. At the House. Amotion to make blacks

free who were born in this city after the 4th of July next—
failed. Ayes and noes.

Ja7i. 21, 3Ionday. Wind high and very cold. One of the

severest days I have experienced for many years, especially

coming from the Capitol just before sunset.

Jayi. 26, Saturday. No sitting. We proposed in our fam-

ily to call on jNIr. Taureau, French Minister, who had called

and left his cards for us. All except Colonel Hough, who was

unwell (six of us), went in a coach to his house. As he was

at home, we went in, and were conducted to a large hall, up
one pair of stairs. Mr. Huger and General Butler arrived

thought to my own feelings. It is a business extremely unpleasant to

nie. . . . They have made choice of a man of education, good
sense, and a sound Federalist, and who sustains an excellent character.

His name is Nelson."

Jeremiah Nelson was born in Rowley, Mass., 1769; graduated, Dart-

mouth, 1796; settled in Newburyport, Mass., as niercliant; Member
Congress, 1805 to 1807, and again from 1815 to 1823; died, Newbury-
port, 1823.—Lanmans Dictionarj of Conyress.



182 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

just as we did, and introduced us to General Taureau. Found
him disposed to be quite social, though he speaks very little

English. One of his Aides-de-Camp assisted in the conver-

sation. We tarried about an liour, and retired. We then

went in two coaches to the English Minister's, Mr. Merrv,
and left our cards, Avithout getting out of our coaches.

Jan. 27, Sunday. Very snoAvy day. Went to the Capitol.

Mr. Laurie preached. A^erythin meeting. Mr. Francis Dodge
here and dined with us.

Jan. 28, 3Ionday. Gave Mr. McCreary minutes for Mich-

eaux's on the Oaks and Micheaux's Flora Borealis Americana,
Mr. McCreary to send for the books.

Jan 29, Tuesday. At the Capitol. John Randolph made

his fire and brimstone speech on the Georgia Land business.

Ja?i. 30, Wednesday. Debates, warm and pointed, against

Randolph.
Jan. 31, Thursday. Same debates continued. Federal-

ists took no part, but they enjoyed the squabble among the

Demos.

Feb. 1, Friday. Letter from Granger (Postmaster-General),

complaining of the attacks from Randolph, and calling for a

public examination of his official conduct. The House quite
in the style of a French Convention. Randolph's second

speech more outrageous than the first. Dana's speech excel-

lent.

Fch. 4, Monday. Impeachment of Judge Chase came to

trial. Court opened at twelve. Mr. Harper read the answer

of the Judge, and read incomparably Avell. A great num-

ber of spectators. Managers requested time to prepare a

replication.

Feb. 6, Wediiesday. Managers reported their replication

to the House. It Avas general and expressed in harsh terms.

The managers appeared much nettled and perplexed. Mo-

tions for striking out exceptionable Avords failed.

Feb. 8, Friday. The Court met. Witnesses called over on

both sides, about twenty. The managers requested longer

time. AlloAved till to-morroAv, twelve o'clock.

• Feb. 9, Saturday. House did business from ten to tAvelve.

The Court opened at tAvelve. Randolph made his speech ;
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nothing great; closed with much spitefulness. Lewis, Dal-

las, and Sawyer gave in their evidence on trial of Fries. It

amounted to nothing of any weight. Adjourned to Monday.
The Supreme Court began their session on Monday, and

continued through the week. Judge Chase was on the bench

a part of the time.

Feb. 10, Lord's Bay. At the Capitol. Mr. McCormick

preached. Marines attended in the gallery. After service,

they performed Denmark. The music was excellent. It was

said they had only two days to learn the tune. A'^ery full as-

sembly. Many ladies.

Feb. 12,'Tuesday. At the Capitol. This day, in compliance
with a card received eight or ten days ago, dined with his Excel-

lency, Mr. Merry, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-

tentiary to his Britannic Majesty, Company, 28, 13 meml)ers

of Congress. Table superb, the plate in the center, and in the

last service, the knives, forks, and spoons were gold. Six

Rouble-branched, silver candlesticks, with candles lighted. A
very pleasing entertainment. Coffee in the drawing-room,

immediately after dining. Retired about nine. Six from our

family went in a coach, and returned on foot. This day Mr,

Dodge put my trunk on board the schooner Alert, at Alexan-

dria, for Boston. Jess goes in the schooner, passage free.

He set out this afternoon for Alexandria.

Feb. 13-16. Judge Chase's trial continued. Several in-

terestino; witnesses in favor of the Judo^e.

Feb. 17, Sunday. Mr. Laurie preached at the Capitol,

Two pieces of psalmody performed by the band of the Ma-
rine corps. They attended in their uniform, about 80 or 100,

Feb. 19, Tuesday. Court opened at ten. Witnesses ex-

amined, and closed. It is said the number has been about

sixty. House sat. Dined at Mr. Merry's
—a small com-

pany.
Feb. 20, Wednesday. Court at ten. Mr, Early, of Geor-

gia, opened on the part of the managers. His plea short, but

well arranged
—went over the whole ground, and handsomely

spoken. He Avas followed by G. W. Campbell, of Tennessee;

long and tedious
;
did not finish.

Feb. 21, Ihursday. Campbell finished at eleven, when Mr.
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Hopkinson, of Philadelphia, .began on the part of the Judge.
He confined himself to the first article, the parts being di-

vided among the five counsel, and spoke three and a half hours.

His speech was lucid, pointed, and convincing. Every sen-

tence and every word perfectly in point, and with effect. The

elocution had nothing to recommend it, but the language was

extremely impressive, and the effect on the auditory pro-

digiously great.

Feb. 22, Friddy. Judge -Key made an able, judicious,

learned plea, extremely well spoken, and perhaps can not be

excelled. He spoke three hours, on three articles, principally

on Callender's trial. Mr. Charles Lee, late Attornefy-General

U. S., followed—was nearly three hours, mostly on legal au-

thorities. He is slow, but not inferior, in the part assigned

him, to his predecessors.

Fel. 23, Saturday. Mr. Luther Martin, Attorney-General

of Mar^dand, spoke five hours—did not conclude. Very per-

tinent, much law knowledge, and much well pointed humor.

Feh. 25, Monday. Mr. Luther Martin spoke nearly three

hours, and concluded. Mr. Harper followed. He spoke five

hours, and closed on the part of the Judge.

Feb. 26, Tuesday. Mr. Nicholson spoke two and a half

hours. Mr. Rodney followed, and spoke about five hours when

the Court adjourned, but he had not closed his plea. This

evening at the British Minister's, by invitation to " Tea and

Cards," General Wadsworth, General Chittenden, and myself,

from our family. The company very large. About thirty-five

members of both Houses of Congress, all the Heads of De-

partments, their ladies and daughters, many gentlemen and

ladies of the City and Georgetown, and many strangers. The

wives and daughters of members also present. I presume the

number 150, or 200. Band of music, and a variety of enter-

tainment.

Fch. 27, Wednesday. Mr, Rodney concluded his plea in

about an hour. Then Randolph began, and spoke about three

and a half hours—an outrageous, infuriated declamation,* which

mio-ht have done honor to Marat, or Robespierre.

*John Quincy Adams, in his diary, says of this speech of Ran-

dolph, that it was, "Without order, connection, or argument; con-
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Feb. 28, Thursday. Sat long in the House. Attended to

sundry preparations for journey home.

Mar. 1, Friday. At 12, the House attended the Court.

Sentence pronounced. The President stated the question on

each Article, and each member rose, and pronounced, guilty

or not guilty. On an average of the votes, he was acquitted

by more than half. Spectators numerous, perfect order.

In the House, Randolph made another mad speech, and

proposed amendments to the Constitution. Tempest in the

House.

Mar. 2, Saturday. Walked 15 miles. Dined at Mr.

Merry's, by Mrs. Merry's invitation. She came twice to

invite me. Presented me with DarAvin. House sat till ten

o'clock.

Mar. 3, Sunday. House sat, but I did not attend till sun-

set, and left the House at eight. Stowed my trunk, and

packed all my baggage, to start at 4 o'clock in the morning.

Washington, Jan. 12, 1805.

To Temple Cutler.

3Iy Son:— . . . The attempt to remove the seat of

government, though in a covert way, is renewed. The first

step was to re-cede Alexandria to Virginia. This motion was

taken up on Monday, and occupied the House four days.

There was much spouting, and some handsome speaking. In

the course of the debates, several of the more modest Demo-

crats were seriously alarmed, and some expressed their senti-

ments with a degree of boldness. Out of doors, they conversed

freely with the Federalists, who were to a man opposed to

the motion. The people through the district were much

alarmed, held their meetings, passed spirited resolutions, and

petitioned Congress. To take off the ostensible reason which

the friends of the motion have held for receding, the people,

sisting altogether of the most hacknej-ed commonplaces of popular

declamation, mingled up with pauf gyi-ics and invectives upon pei>ons,
with a few well expressed ideas, a few striking figures, much distortion

of face and contortion of bod}-, tears, groans, and sobs, with occiisional

pauses for recollection, and continual complaints of having lost his

notes."—Memoirs of John Quincj Adams, volume 1, page 359.
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Avith mucli promptitude, are preparing to petition for a limited

legislation, which would remove the complaint that Congress
are obliged to spend much time in Legislating for them.

During the debates the galleries were crowded with the peo-

ple. But their fears are removed for the present. On taking
the final question for receding : ayes, 46

; nays, 72. An at-

tempt w'as then made to recede the city, and Georgetown, but

the numbers the same. In this business we have another in-

stance of Democratic economy. The daily expenses of Con-

gress, including contingencies, is calculated at about 81,400

per day. This foolish motion must have cost the United

States more than $5,000. But it is now threatened to bring

up the same question in the next Congress. It is generally

believed here, that it is an implacable inveteracy (of hatred)

felt against the place and the name of Washington, which

is the real cause of all this exertion to remove the (scat)

of government.
Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Washington, Feb. 2, 1805.

To Dr. Torrey.

Dear Sir :— . . . As I have just now only a few mo-

ments to devote to this letter, I hasten to give you some further

account of the very interesting business of which I began
some detail in my last. I do not perfectly recollect where I

left off, but I believe it was with the rising of the House on

Wednesday evening.
On Thursday morning Mr. Jackson,* of Virginia, was first

on the floor, in favor of the claims. He Avas long and point-

edly severe on Randolph. I do not recollect the order, nor is

it necessary to mention the speakers. All who were in f;xvor

of the claims noticed the outrage and abuse of Randolph.
There was, at times, much warmth.

*.Iohn G. Jackson, of Clarksburg, Yii-ginia, was a prominent figure

in Virginia politics for m.any years. He was several times a member
ol' the Virginia Legislature; was eight times elected a member of

Congress; was appointed Judge of the United States Court for the

Western District of Virginia, in 1819. Died, 1825.



Life of Rev. Alatiasseh Cutler 187

Yesterday, as soon as the House came to order, the Speaker
read a letter from Granger, addressed through him to the

House, conceived in spirited but decent terms, complaining
of the attempted attack upon his public and private character

by a member, within the walls and on the floor of the House,

requesting a public investigation (that is, an impeachment).
Much agitation instantly appeared, and no inconsiderable

noise on one side of the House. Mr. Varnum made a motion,

in ^vriting, for committing the letter to a select committee, to

inquire and make a statement of facts. We were, in a few

minutes, quite in the style of a French Convention. The

Speaker could not keep order. Points of order Avere disputed.

Appeals on questions of order were made from the chair to

the House, and the question taken by calling the yeas and

nays. But, in every instance, the decision was in favor of

the chair, and against Randolph and his party. At length, to

calm the tumult, a motion was made to postpone Varnum's

motion until Monday, and prevailed. After the violence had

subsided, the report on the claims was again called up. Eliot

rose again, and redoubled bis attack upon Randolph. I Avish

I could give you the substance of his speech, but neither

paper nor time will permit. He took judicious ground, dis-

played firmness and spirit, and was much applauded by all the

Federalists. Some others followed. At length, Randolph
rose the second time. I did not note the time, but presume
he spoke about two hours—if possible, more outrageous and

violent than before. His party, as well as the rest, had an in-

tolerable whipping again. He denounced them for joining the

Federalists
;
told them he took his first Congressional degree

in a minority ;
he had almost constantly, this session, when he

was present at a vote, found himself in a minority, and had

the mortification to see, in this republican House, those re-

mains of an expiring Federal faction voting in a majority.

(The fact is, the Federalists have carried nearly every vote

they have wished to carry ;
and it is supposed that, in two-

thirds of the votes, when we were disposed to unite, Ave Avere

in the majority.)

Thus far the Democrats had occupied the field entirely ;
not

a Federalist had opened his mouth, and the Avhole of the party
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rage which appeared in the House Avas on their side and among
themselves. There Avas much -whispering ahout that Randolph
and Root Avould settle the point between them by a duel.

There appeared to be others who Avere not far removed from

the fighting mood. By others, much concern Avas expressed
lest thoA' should break to pieces

—that another party Avould be

established, or the 3Ioderates Avould go over to the Federalists.

In short, the scene Avas neAV and interesting.

My. Dana Avas the Chairman of the Committee of Claims

Avho made the report, but a majority of that Committee Avere

Democrats. This Committee had been most shamefully abused,

and Mr. Dana had been vibrating in opinion whether it Avas

best, as he Avas a Federalist, to speak for the purpose of vindi-

cating the conduct of the Committee. His friends thought it

best for him to do it. He rose (the last) yesterday, and de-

livered a speech Avhich excited universal astonishment. It was

superlative in every part, and the dignified manner in Avhich it

was delivered Avas the laurel Avhich croAvned the Avhole. He
outshone himself. Never did the Democratic part of the House

appear so degraded. . Never did a culprit cringe and Avrithe

like Randolph under the smarting strokes of his keen-edged

(but delicate) irony. At the close of this speech, the House

rose.

This day has been occupied on the same question. The

speakers have been many. DaAvson came out in the most

pointed manner against Randolph ;
a floAvery speech, and, at

the close of it, liad something very like a daring hint that he

A\^as ready to Avalk to the ground Avhere gentlemen sometimes

discharge their pistols. Several speakers folloAved, and be-

tAveen four and five the question Avas taken : ayes, 63
; nays,

58
;
and a bill Avas ordered to be brought in founded on the

report.

This has been a scene Avhich has much exceeded any thing

I have ever Avitnessed. No Federalist has said a AA'ord, except

Mr. Dana, and a short amendment proposed just at the close

of the business by Mr. Huger, Avho said a foAV Avords in support

of it. I have forgotten to mention that Randolph, in a third

speech, attempted to coax his party by giving them sugar-
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cakes, and either the whip or the cakes have had some effect,

but it is impossible to determine how much.

Just as the vote was taken, five or six members withdrew

and did not vote. Most of them are known to be in favor of

the chxims, but whether it was the fear of Randolph or some

other fear that drove them from their seats is uncertain. For

two or three days past, Randolph has been going about among
his party in the House, and has been observed to be often

crying. No wonder
; boys cry when they are whipped, and

sometimes more whipping is necessary to make them quiet.

When Dana sat down, Jolmny came immediately round to

him, to his chair, and was observed to be crying while he was

whispering to him. It Avas hinted, just after Ave rose today,
that he had actually sent Dana a challenge, but I do not credit

it, nor have I any fear that Dana Avill fight. What will be the

consequence of all this, I am more than ever at a loss to con-

jecture. We have just heard that the Pennsylvania Judges
are acquitted, and many here think that this event, and what

has happened in our House, Avill have influence in favor of

Judge Chase, and that he Avill be acquitted. Should it be so,

I should think that the gloom that hangs over our country

would begin to dissipate. But the spirit of democracy is im-

placable. The Virginia party fear and hate New England,
whatever may be their political characters. It has been a

common saying here this Avinter, that '^ There is no bemg in

7iature that a Virginian hates so much as a JYew England Dem-
ocrat." I have noAV seen much to confirm it.

Yours, aff'ectionately,

M. Cutler.

Washingtox\, Feb. 21, 1805.
Mrs. Torrey.

31'}/
Dear Daughter :

—
. . . We have this Avinter been

cooped up in a chamber in the Aving of the Capitol, Avhich has

aff"orded no room for ladies to attend the debates. The Hall

where Ave used to sit has been pulled doAvn for the purpose of

building up the other Aving, agreeably to the original plan. If

there had been as many ladies as have attended heretofore,

I might have collected something from head-dresses, shaAvls,
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bonnets, or some other rare shows, to have furnished material

for a letter.

I have lately been frequently at the British Ambassador's,
and have found Mrs. Merry a very accomplished and agree-
able lady. She is quite a botanist, and understanding that I

had attended to that science, she has solicited an acquaintance.

They spent the summer in Philadelphia, Avhere Mrs. Merry
"was sick, and did not recover her health, so as to be able to

come on to this city, until the first of January. Immediately on

their arrival Mrs. Merrv informed the Swedish Counsel-Gen-

eral, Mr. Soderstrom, with whom I have been particularly in-

timate since I first came to Congress, of her earnest wish to

be acquainted with me, as a botanist, but she Avas immediately
taken sick with a fever, in consequence of a violent cold she

caught on her journey. It has confined her to the house

from that time to this. For a few weeks past she has been

able to see company, At the invitation of Mr. Merry I have

dined there frequently. Lately she has been able to attend to

botanical matters. She has a fine collection of books, and a large

number of specimens. She appears to understand the science

very well, and is a perfect enthusiast in her favorite pursuit.

It is her earnest wish to preserve American plants, and to be

informed about our vegetable productions. The dreary, un-

cultivated state of this part of the country is extremely dis-

agreeable to her. She expresses her astonishment at the want

of taste in gardens, walks, etc., and that the ladies in this

country have no relish for the most beautiful productions of

nature.

At Baltimore and Philadelphia she observed, when she went

into a lady's" apartment, she found nothing but toilets and

dressing tables—not a flower, not a dried specimen of any

kind, not a book, but some foolish novels. No taste for the

admirable works of the Beneficent Creator, who was scatter-

ing around in great profusion the incontestible evidences of

His being and perfections.

But it is not in my power to be particular. If I had time

I would give some history of a dining day, of the table and its

furniture, but pressure of business at this time puts it out of

of my power. The time, I hope, is not far distant, when I
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may have the pleasure of seeing you and detailing some little

anecdotes respecting this very pleasing family. . . .

I am, my dear child,

Your most affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.

Rev. Dk. Dana. Washington, Feh. 28, 1805.

Dear Sir :
—

. . . The general character of this ses-

sion, until the Georgia claims were called up, has been totally

different from the three preceding. The hydra of party spirit

had not, except in one or two instances, before that time, made

its appearance. Owing to the general absence of two or

three members (occupied in preparing to carry on the impeach-

ment), much harmony prevailed. It is believed, in more than

two-thirds of the votes, the Federalists were in the majority.

Mr. Griswold was acknowledged by many of the Democrats

(and with satisfaction) to be the most influential member in the

House. Randolph became sensible of the loss of his popu-

larity.

On the question of the Georgia claims, in tAvo outrageous

speeches, he undertook to whip in his party, which he has in

some degree affected, but there are a few who refuse to bow

the knee, and there is evidently a design to establish a third

party. Whether such a party be really established time Avill

determine. They consist at present of the more moderate,

judicious, and independent part of the Democrats. The most

violent adhere to Randolph, and are ready to go all lengths.

If the Moderates will be violent enough to persevere in their

moderation^ there is much reason to believe they would pretty

easily slide over to Federal principles.

The pleading in the highly interesting trial of Judge Chase

closed yesterday evening. The sentence is to be pronounced
to-morrow at 12 o'clock. . . . The witnesses, about 60 in

number, were of an unusual description of character—all gen-

tlemen of the bench, the bar, or respectable standing in so-

ciety. With some exceptions, there was great uniformity, con-

sidering the length of time since the transaction took place.

Generally there was no appearance of the bias of party poli-

tics. But it was painful to observe in a number, not more
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than four or five of the most indifferent characters, too strong

symptoms of the prejudice of part3^ The character of the

Judge has been ransacked with the utmost scrutiny. . . .

You will have seen in the papers the feeble speech of Ran-

dolph at the opening of the trial. Yesterday he closed on the

part of the managers. We had the mortification for three

hours to hear his outrageous invectives against the Judge. . , .

We are waiting with much anxiety for the sentence; Avhether

he is acquitted or condemned, we can not refrain from a

glimmer of hope that it may have some good effect upon our

country. May heaven avei't from us the evils that bans: over

our heads. Let us look with steadfast hope, and humbly trust to

that all-wise superintending power which alone can save us

from ruin. With kind respects to your lady and family,

Accej^t my sincere affection and friendship,

M. Cutler.

Washington, March 1, 1S05.
'

Dr. Torrey.

My Dear Sir :
—

. . . The day before yesterday, the

pleadings on the trial were closed. Never in this country, on

anv one occasion, has so much ability or professional know]-

edge been displayed as has been by the Counsel of the Judge.
Nor has there ever been a trial of equal importance to be de-

cided. The parts of the defense were very judiciously di-

vided between the five gentlemen, according to their prevailing
talents. Mr. Hopkinson and Judge Key have been thought

impossible to excel. The impressions from the evidence seems

to have been very uniformly the same on the numerous spec-

tators. Every impartial mind, I believe, has felt the conviction

that the Judge has discharged the duties of his office with great

ability and legal propriety ;
that he has been scrupulously im-

partial on the most trying occasions, and preserved the strictest

integrity amidst the tumult of party and passion, and through-
out preserved an honorable independence. His whole charac-

ter has been ransacked with the utmost scrutiny. Jocular

conversation in private circles, expressions dropped while

traveling in stages, at taverns and boarding-houses, ha-ve been

brought to condemn him. The violence of persecution has
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been extended as far as the circumstances of our country
would admit them to go. Most shameful advantage of a

naturally social and facetious disposition has been attempted
to the utmost. In the concluding pleas by Mr. Nicholson and

Rodney, there was no bitterness, and, though feeble, they were

unexceptionable. But Randolph, who closed on the part of

the managers, has brought upon himself general contempt,

and, Avith his own party, regret and reproach. We had the

mortification to sit and hear, for more than three hours, the

most outrageous invectives against the Judge, and fulsome

panegyrics upon himself and his party. In the midst of his

harangue, the fellow cried like a baby, with clear, sheer

madness.

But the trial has been conducted with a propriety and

solemnity throughout which reflects honor upon the Senate.

It must be acknowledged that Burr has displayed much ability,

and since the first day I have seen nothing of partiality. But
he has heard some things, which it is believed he has sensibly
felt. Randolph, in his last speech, undertook to arraign, try,'

and acquit him for killing Hamilton.

In a few minutes, we go to the Senate Chamber (exactly
at 12) to hear the court pronounce the sentence. The Judge
is sick, and returned to Baltimore some days past. I leave a

blank here to insert the sentence.

The sentence is passed. I took minutes of every vote.

The President proposed the question on each article—gnilty
or not guilty. Each member rose, and pronounced guilty or

not guilty. On the first article, guilty, 16
;
not guilty, 18 :

second article, guilty, 10
;
not guilty, 24 : third article, guilty,

18
;
not guilty, 16 : fourth article, guilty, 18

;
not guilty, 16 :

fifth article, unanimous, not guilty, 34 : sixth article, guilty, 4
;

not guilty, 30 : seventh article, guilty, 10
;

not guilty, 24 :

eighth article, guilty, 19; not guilty, 15. The President pro-
nounced an acquittal. There were six Democrats who voted

not guilty throughout. There was a vast concourse of peoj)le,

perfect order, and great solemnity.
I expect to sef out on Monday. . . . We expect the

traveling will be much of it excessively bad, but, by the kind-

VOL. II.—13
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i

ness of Providence, hope for the pleasure of seeing you in 1

twelve or fifteen days. ... M. Cutler. i

I would earnestly recommend to you to take the Boston Re-

pository. It is a most excellent paper, and will give you all
i

the trial.
j
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CHAPTER XVIII.

CORRESPONDEN'CE WITH Dr. StILES, PrOFERSOR WiGULESWORTH, GeNERAL

-LiXCOLX.

Dr. Cutler's correspondence was very extensive. Compar-

atively few of his own letters have been recovered, but more

are found of those he received, as it was his custom to pre-

serve all such as Avere of any importance. In the lapse of

years, many have disappeared. A portion of those which re-

main are given in this volume. They indicate the scope of

subjects upon which he thought and wrote. The Rev. Dr.

Joseph Torrey, late President of the University of Vermont,
a grandson of Dr. Cutler, in a letter written to a friend some

years since, says :

" I always cherished a profound veneration

for the memory of my grandfather. The respect with Avhich

I was taught to look up to him when I was too young to ap-

preciate his worth, grew upon me the more I became able tO'

understand what he was and what he had accomplished, and

no one regrets more than I do the utter neglect shown to the

papers he left behind him. Of the greater part of those pa-

pers I know nothing, except that they have been scattered and

lost. I took pains once, during a short time of leisure, to>

copy the first part of the journal of his first journey to New
York and Philadelphia, on the business of the Ohio lands, and

would have copied the other, but could never get hold of it.

I have not to this day learned the fate of his extensive corre-

spondence. The many letters from so many of the eminent

men of his age, both in the political and scientific w^orld, had

they been carefully preserved and kept together, might have

been to his posterity a common and enduring legacy. But, so

far as I know, they are scattered to the winds. Nobody
knows what has become of them."

The following extract from Dr. Cutler's Diary reveals the

fate of some of those manuscripts :

''January 20, 1812. Snowed most of the day ; very cold.
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When I was called from study to dine, I had very little fire on

the hearth, Avhich I took particular care of; but the wood I

was burning was split hemlock. Immediately after dinner,

the study was found to be filled with thick smoke, and that my
writing-desk was on fire. Help soon came, but it was next to

impossible to enter the chamber. After some time, the fire

was checked. The desk was exceedingly burnt, and most of

the contents inside consumed
;
numerous valuable articles de-

stroyed. A large number of valuable books were on and in

the desk, which were consumed or greatly injured. The de-

struction greater than I can describe. The only Avay to ac-

count for the fire is by the snapping of the hemlock wood.

My pocket-book and paper money, about 30 dollars, was con-

sumed. The loss probably 200 dollars. But we have great

cause of thankfulness that the house was preserved."

Temple Cutler, Esq., Avrites of this event : "A fire in his

study, one winter day, when he had left it to dine, communi-

cated with his large writing-desk, which contained many
valuable papers, among which were a number of manuscript

volumes on scientific subjects, which were destroyed ;
and also

many wills and similar instruments he had in keeping. But,

fortunately, most of the latter were easily replaced."
" Book XIV. Descriptions of American Plants. M. Cut-

ler." Such is the title-page of a volume of 344 pages, more than

half filled with botanical notes made in 1804-7. It is one of

a series of volumes on which Dr. Cutler had been engaged for

many years, and from which he hoped to develop an extensive

work on Botany ; but, at the age of three score years and ten,

with feeble health, the loss, by the fire in his study, of so

many of these precious volumes, which could not be supplied,

prevented the carrying out of this favorite project so nearly

accomplished, and was to him a source of life-long regret.

Doubtless many choice letters, from distinguished men at this

time perished. Little is found of his correspondence with

Franklin, Castiglioni, President Adams, Governor Bowdoin,
and others with whom he is known to have had frequent com-

munication.

Dr. Cutler's epistolary intercourse, on matters of business

and friendship, with General Rufus Putnam, a Director of the
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Ohio Company, and superintendent of the settlement at

Marietta, Ohio, and Major Winthrop Sargent, Secretary of

the Ohio Company, and of the North-western Territory, was

very extensive
;
most of which has been preserved, and copious

extracts are given in the first volume, as are also letters from

General Samuel Holden Parsons, a Director of the Ohio Com-

pany, and Territorial Judge.
Dr. Cutler corresponded with many eminent men in America

and Europe, among whom were : the Rev. Dr. Ezra Stiles,

President of Yale College ;
Rev. Dr. Jeremy Belknap, author

of the "History of New Hampshire," "The Foresters," etc.;

General Benjamin Lincoln, Secretary of War, and commander

of the forces of Massachusetts in Shay's Insurrection
;
Dr.

Benjamin Smith Barton, author, and Professor of Botany in

Philadelphia ;
Rev. Dr. Samuel Deane, Portland, Maine, au-

thor of "Agricultural Dictionary;" Rev. Dr. Jedidiah Morse,

author of " Universal Geography,"
"
History of New Eng-

land," etc.; Dr. AVilliam Dandridge Peck, Professor of Natural

History, Harvard University ;
Rev. Dr. Henry Muhlenberg,

Lancaster, Pa., botanist, and author of "
Catalogus Plantarum

Amer. Septent.," etc.; Mr. Gustaf Paykull, zoologist. Coun-

selor of the King of Sweden, author of "Fauna Suecine ;" Dr.

Olof Swartz, Stockholm, Sweden, botanist, author of " Flora

L'ldige Occidentalis ;" Prof. C. S. Rafinesque, Palermo, Sicily,

author of " Natural History," in French, Italian, and English ;

Prof. J. Ranalds Forster, University of Halle, Prussia
;
Chev-

alier Andrea Murray, Professor of Botany and Materia

Medica, University of Goettingen, Germany ;
Count Castig-

lioni, Milan, Italy, botanist; Dr. Jonathan Stokes, botanist,

England ;
Hon. Timothy Pickering, statesman, U. S. Senator

from Massachusetts
;
Hon. Ebenezer Hazard, U. S. Postmaster-

General, author of " Historical Collections ;" Hon. Nathan

Dane, LL.D., member of Congress from Massachusetts; Hon.

Samuel Taggart, minister of Coleraine, and member of Con-

gress, Mass.; Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge, Treasurer of Ohio

Company, and member of Congress from Connecticut. With

some of the persons mentioned Dr. Cutler's correspondence
was voluminous, and many distinguished names might be

added to the list.
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To Rev. Dr. Stiles. Ipswich, Jan. 5, 1778.

Jiev'd Sir :—You have doubtless been sensible of the late

frequent appearance of the Aurora Borealis, and that some of

them have been unusually bright and extensive. From the

27th of November there have been six or seven, and tAvo or

three very remarkable. That on the 27th exceeded, in several

circumstances, any that I remember, and is mentioned in the

Paper as being
"
prodigious

"
great, as far southward as Lan-

caster, in Pennsylvania. But I am told that of December 21st

was much more extraordinary in the latter part of the night.

This Phenomenon sensibly affects the minds of people in

general, and by many is considered as portentious ;
-which

opinion they more readily embrace, as it has never been

cleaidy explained from natural causes. But there may be no

more reason to conclude this striking appearance is miraculous,

or portentious, than we now believe Comets are, but is pro-

duced by some cause consonant to the established Laws of

nature. Observing pretty carefully the late AuroriB, and tak-

ing notice of some very curious and unusual appearances,

especially in those of November 27th and December 21st, I

have thought more of them than ever before, and can not but

wonder that they have no more engaged the attention of

Philosophers ;
that they have not given us the Physical cause,

or, at least, been more particular, in Philosophical Treatises,

in considering so curious a Phenomenon.

It appears to me, however, that no general principles can

be applied without depending too much upon mere Hypotheses,
until some facts are ascertained with regard to the Aurora, by
observations and experiments. I doubt not but you will be

ready, Sir, to encourage inquiries of this kind. I therefore

take the liberty to mention to you some- observations and ex-

periments, and my reasons for them, which I apprehend might
lead to a more certain solution than can otherwise be made.

Many others may doubtless be added. I shall submit their

propriety to your judgment, and should be glad to know your

opinion.

It seems that the Aurora has been, and, I believe, before

the improvements made in Electricity, Avas generally, attributed
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to sulphurous and nitrous exhalations. Mr. De Mairan,

F.R.S., indeed, investigated a new cause in the year 1734

(Philos. Trans., V, 8, ^. 539). He supposed it to be the effect

of the Solar Atmosphere making a descent at certain times

and seasons of the year ;
that the Zodiacal Light, as it is

called, spread on each side of the sun toward the Poles of the

Earth in the form of Pyramids, and extended beyond the an-

nual orbit of the Earth, blending itself with our Atmosphere,

which, being heterogeneous, produced the several appearances
of the Aurora. Mr. De Mairan makes the frequent appearing
of the Aurora periodical. From the history of meteors he

has computed twenty-two returns from the year 400 to 1716
;

makes the several Aurorte from 1707 to 1710, after their non-

appearance of twenty years, but one return. But the present

knowledge of the Atmospheres of the Sun and Planets must
overturn his Hypothesis.
But the different phenomena of the Aurora may be, per-

haps, more satisfactorily accounted for from Electricity than

in any other way. There are several experiments that exhibit

appearances in some respects similar, such as the approach of

certain bodies to a large prime conductor when fully charged,
and several experiments in an exhausted receiver. But ex-

periments have not been made, that I have ever known of,

sufficient to account for the several Phenomena, or for some
of the most material

;
so that a solution from Electricity will

be attended with its difficulties, until further discoveries are

made.

The observations and experiments which I apprehend might
be of great service in investigating the true cause and solving
the greatest present difficulties of the Aurora are these :

1. That there be accurate observations made of every Au-

rora, for some considerable space of time, at least for twelve

months, at some suitable distances North and South, and the

two extremes as far distant as may be.

2. Let the state of the A.\v be nicely ascertained, both as to

its density and heat, by a Barometer and Thermometer, and

the course of the wind at the time and for some days before

and after.

3. Let it be determined, by an Electrical Apparatus, if one
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can be procured, whether the Air abroad be in any degree

electrified, and if it is, whether it be positive or negative elec-

tricity. And,
4. Let the number, situation, figure, and motion of the

Clouds in every part of the Hemisphere, and the appearance
of the Atmosphere in different parts, be noted with as much

accuracy as may be.

By comparing such observations and experiments made in

different Latitudes, several material things may be known from

which Hypotheses may be formed with greater certainty. The

observation of the Aurora at different distances, and especially

if the extreme distances are considerable, will determine, with

sufiicient exactness, in what regions of the Atmosphere those il-

luminated particles are, which at present, I presume, is very un-

certain. If they are very low, or not higher than the Clouds, or

than watery exhalations commonly rise, the elevation of the light

from the horizon will be different at different distances, and a

light that was low in the horizon far north would not be seen

at any considerable distance south. And any person that has

a little acquaintance with the Constellations may easilj^ de-

scribe the height and extent of the Aurora, the length and di-

rection of the corruscations, at different times and under all

its changes, by the stars, for the Aurora is rarely seen but

when the air is tolerablv clear.

By observing the state of the air, which can not well be

done but by keeping a diary for the Avhole time, many valuable

purposes may be answered. From the state of the air may
be conjectured, with greater certainty, what those corpuscles

are which exhibit the luminous appearances. For the height

to which different corpuscles will rise by exhalation must be

in proportion to their specific gravities and the degree of heat

acting upon them, by Avhich they become expanded and ex-

haled. The course of the wind, at the time and before and

after the Aurora, and the changes that take place in the air,

may discover, in some degree, how far the current of the air,

in different directions, may be concerned in producing the

Phenomena. And inductions may be found, whether attrition,

or the combination of heterogeneous particles, or the discharge

of some fluid from corpuscles already overcharged to those
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vvliich are destitute, or have not a due proportion, by tliose

grand agents in nature, attraction and repulsion, are the cause

of the appearances.
The Electrical Apparatus will likewise be of singular serv-

ice, if it should be considerably electrified, especially in the

winter and far northward, for it may from thence be almost

demonstrated that the electrical fluid is principally concerned

in the Aurora. It will also be necessary to take particular

notice of those clouds that are above the horizon, as from their

form, situation, and motion the current of the air in that part

and region of the Atmosphere may be known, and Avhether

the electrical fluid is discharged from them, or from one to

another, or whether the Aurora really has, or has not, any
connection with them.

It has generally been observed, when the Aurora is bright,

that there is a long, dark cloud in the north, a little above the

the horizon, but I believe there are some instances in which

there has been none at all. Dr. Winthrop supposes it is

not a proper cloud, but only an optical deception, because

it is so rare that the stars are commonlv seen through it. But

in some of the late Aurorae the clouds not only entirely ob-

scured the stars, but appeared sufficiently condensed to con-

tain a large quantity of rain.

When Ave consider the velocity with which the lucid streams

commonly shoot up, it is reasonable to suppose they can not be

very high in the atmosphere—should they be in the upper re-

gions of it, their velocity and length must be amazingly great,

and the condensation of those corpuscles which appear luminous

can not easily be accounted for. And that there is a collec-

tion or condensation of certain corpuscles in the Aurora is

very evident to me, for it sometimes entirely obscures stars of

the first magnitude. On the 27th of November, the Aurora,
in the eastern part of the Hemisphere, appeared, for a consid-

erable space, of a fiery red color, and entirely obscured Ca-

pella, which was then about 40° above the horizon, and must

therefore be much denser than the atmosphere of a Comet.

It can not, I think, be imputed to generated air, as some have

imagined, for that would immediately expand. And tho' dry

air, at a great distance from the Earth, may be highly elec-
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trifled, and continue so until it meets with some proper con-

ductor, and air suddenly rarefied or condensed may, doubtless,

give or receive the electrical fluid to or from clouds or vapors,

yet I know of no experiment by which it appears that the

electrical fluid generates air to any sensible degree. President

Langdon supposes it may be generated air, or condensed va-

por, and tells me he has seen the Aurora down below the

horizon, even to the very ground ;
it appeared bright between

him and some objects, such as trees and houses, not far distant.

This, I think, could not be Aurora Borealis, but Aurora quo-

qiioversuvi, as the spectator happened to be situated. And
indeed this must be the case, if the Aurora is very low in the

atmosphere, unless we suppose the southern sides of the cor-

puscles only are illuminated. The Doctor assigns electricity

as the only cause, but, in attempting to account for the several

Phenomena, found insuperable difiiculties in the way, unless

he depended upon very doubtful Hypotheses.
It appears to me the most probable that the illuminated

particles are usually pretty high in the atmosphere, and per-

haps much higher than is generally imagined. The Aurora

of the 27th of November is mentioned in the newspapers as

being prodigiously great at Lancaster,
"
illuminating the

greatest part of the hemisphere." If it was really as exten-

sive as this description, it must have been much greater there

than it was here. For I am certain, after I saw it, which was

ten minutes after 7 o'clock, it did not extend further south

than the great star in Orion's shoulder, which had just risen,

the two stars in Perseus' foot, the cluster in the head of Me-

dusa, the head of Cassiopia, which was almost in the meridian,

the Swan, the great star of Lyra, and so to the horizon near

the head of Hercules, then setting ;
which did not include more

two-thirds of the northern hemisphere. But I am inclined to

think, as it was exceeding bright and extensive, it might be

mentioned in the paper as being greater than it really was.

That the Aurora, however, may be seen at a very great dis-

tance, not only north and south, but east and west, appears to

me highly probable. The remarkable Aurora seen in Europe,
December 5, 1737, I am apprehensive, Avas seen here. Prof.

Weidler says, at Wittemburg, the sky was remarkably red
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frotn 7 to 9, and gave light as bright as that of a full Moon

behind a very thin cloud
;
the -whole sky Avas of that color

which is occasioned by a fire set at a distance in the night. It

was observed in many places in Germany. At Rome it was

said to exceed all, in brightness, ever known. Mr. Thos. Shot

observed it at London, and says :

" The western quarter Avas of

a blood-red color, with streams of a very beautiful bright red,

not running in the usual manner, but waving like vapors ;
the

clouds were of a dark-red color
;
beneath a cloud from whence

these streams came Avas a brightness superior to that of a full

Moon." He could see to read in a Bible (Philos. Trans, v. 8).

Several persons have told me they remember a remarkable

northern light about so long ago, but have met with none that

can determine the exact time. They have a notion it Avas the

second ever seen
; they say it Avas exceeding bright and ex-

tensive. One of my neighbors, an intelligent man, remembers

it perfectly Avell, and describes it much as above. He says it

appeared soon after sunset, Avas exceedingly red, the corrus-

cations appeared like the rolling of the waves of the sea, and

he could see to read
;
that it terrified many people as much as

the great Earthquake some years before, so that some people

sat up the Avhole night.

Were observations and experiments made as far and Avitli as

much accuracy as the nature of the Phenomena Avill admit,

there seems to be little ground to doubt but the true cause

might be investigated. It might in this Avay be knoAvn,

which I think is not yet certain, Avhether it be produced by

electricity, or Avhether it must be accounted for from very dif-

ferent princples. Whether, after all, the nitrous acid may
not be a principal cause ? This acid is perpetually exhaled in

vapors, and constantly floating in the atmosphere, as appears

from the experiment of exposing to the air linen soaked in

lixivium of alkaline salt, Avhich in a certain time is found to

be changed into vitriolated tartar. In a state of heat and

dryness it combines instantly with phlogiston, Avill receive, at

the same instant, the heat of ignition and form a kind of nitrous

phosphorus. Whether exhalations of volatile sulphurous acid

may not be equally concerned, Avhich is the least capable of

concentration, and consequently Avill rise to the greatest
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height in the atmosphere ? Either of these combined with

phlogiston, the component corpuscles are put in an igneous

state, and if phlogiston be a pure element, distinct from the

electrical fluid, as it is a most active principle, may be met

with in the air and produce similar phenomena. That these

acids may produce such appearances is probable from the

easy experiment of Pi/rophorus, which any person may make

by taking alum, which is a vitriolic salt, and to two parts

add one of sugar or flour, reduce them to a powder by heat,

then prepare it in a glass matrass by a 2d heat. This powder
secured in a phial from the open air acquires an igneous qual-

ity, and when a small quantity is poured out in the open air

it spontaneously kindles into fire, if communicated to com-

bustible matter instantly inflames it. Whether the frequent

AuroriB in the northern part of Europe, and almost incessant

Aurora during the whole winter, and covering the whole hem-

isphere at Hudson's Bay, as related by Captain Middleton,

does not seem to favor such an hypothesis?

But it is not my design to form any hypotheses. Experiments

with Sir Isaac Newton were always the crifer'ionveritatis, and yet

we have a striking instance of the danger of trusting to hypothe-

ses, in the mistake that great genius made, by taking it for

granted,
" that the heat of the sun is as the density of his

r^ys ;" and then by a number of curious experiments on the

heat of dry earth, boiling water, red-hot iron, etc., found the

standard of our summer heat, and having annexed the mean

density of the sun's rays, seems to have constructed, upon

this foundation, his general scale of heat for the solar system.

But all his conclusions necessarily fail, because the main propo-

sition can not be supported. It therefore appears to me

highly necessary that some such observations and experiments

as I have hinted should be made, in order to a certain solu-

tion of this striking Phenomenon, and I presume every friend

to science Avill be ready to promote whatever may tend to such

a solution. I have mentioned it to Judge Oliver, of Salem,

who seems to think it the only Avay to come at certainty, and

supposes the American Philosophical Society would have pro-

posed something similar before this time, if this unhappy

war had not prevented. The extent of North America will
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happily favor such observations if gentlemen of distinction in

literature will promote it, and otliers can be found at proper

distances, and at the extremes that are willing to undertake.

Could the same observations and experiments be made in Eu-

rope at the same time the discoveries might be the more im-

portant.

I have taken the liberty to address this letter to you, sir,

as I doubt not but you will be ready to encourage every at-

tempt for farther inquiries and improvement in the Phenomena

of nature, and when you return to College, if you think it of

sufficient importance, you will be in a situation to do much in

accomplishing something of this kind. I must beg you to

pardon my prolixity
—had no thought of running this tedious

length when I sat doAvn to write
;
but hope the nature of the

subject, and the peculiar pleasure I take in natural science,

tho' I find but little leisure to attend to it, will be some

apology. I shall esteem it, if you find leisure, a particular

favor to receive a line from you respecting this subject. And

beg leave to subscribe.

With great respect.

Your most humble servant,

M. Cutler.

[Dr. Stiles to M. Cutler.']

Portsmouth, Feb. 2, 1778.

Reverend and Bear Sir:—Your favor of 5th ult., filled

with truly philosophical learning upon the Aurora Borealis,

gave me great pleasure. The solution of this Phenomenon has

exercised the adepts in literature hitherto to little purpose.

Our inquiries and researches, however, ought to proceed, and

will probably be at length successful. I have not time more

than to give you thanks for your dissertation, Avhich is truly

ingenious, and which I propose to communicate to some of my
literary friends, and finally to the Amer. Philos. Society. If

I can find leisure, I may hereafter submit to you some specu-
lations of my own on the same subjects.

My respects to Mrs. Cutler.

I am, dear sir, your aff'ectionate brother,

Ezra Stiles.
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To Dr. Stiles. Ipswich, Nov. 29, 1782.

Beverend and Dear Sir :—Your letter of the lOtb of July
last I received with great pleasure. The admission of so

large a class of Freshmen the last year, considering the pres-
ent state of the country, is matter of agreeable surprise

—a

class far exceeding in numbers any that hath ever been ad-

mitted in any College on the continent in the most prosperous
times. I can not but consider it a happy presage of the fu-

ture importance of Yale College, when the blessings of peace
shall return and new sources of opulence shall open to us at

home and abroad. From the character I have heard of the

gentleman you have elected Professor of Divinity, I think you
must be very happy in your choice. I most ardently wish the

College was furnished Avith a good apparatus, which I think

you greatly need, and that you had a Professor of Math, and

Nat. Philosophy that would do honor to himself and render es-

sential service to the College.

We were favored with an agreeable day for observing the

late transit of Mercury. Observations were made by the gen-
tlemen at Cambridge; Mr. Payson, at Chelsea; Dr. Holyoke,
at Salem, and myself. I have inclosed these observations, ex-

cept Dr. Holyoke's, which can not be depended upon, as he-

did not ascertain the going of his clock with sufficient accu-

racy. You will see that our observations do no entirely agree,
but I think the difference may be well accounted for, from the

different magnifying powers, and goodness of our telescopes,

the different modes which observers adopt in determining

contacts, and the oblique direction which Mercury at this

transit entered upon and passed oft the Sun's limb. With re-

spect to my own observation, I would observe that I paid par-

ticular attention to my clock, which is a new astronomical

time-piece, that I procured a few months before, constructed

on a new plan, and which goes with great exactness. My
corresponding double altitudes were taken by a sextant made

by Nairne, with a telescope fitted to it, and a screw for ad-

justing the index. This instrument far exceeds Hadlcy's

Quadrant, and perhaps is equal to any instrument that can be

used for this purpose. I have likewise proved its accuracy

by attending to the late conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter,
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and repeatedly measuring the distance of the fixed stars. In

observing the transit, hoAvever, by a most unfortunate accident

that befell my telescope, I missed the first external contact
;

the others I obtained to my own satisfaction, though there

was considerable undulation in the sun's limb, at the time of

the planet's going off. If you observed the transit I should

be much obliged with the minutes of your observations.

I had the honor of nominating Governor Trumbull to be a

Fellow of the American Academy, Avtio was elected by the

unanimous suffrages of the Fellows then present. But it has been

repeatedly mentioned to me by the Corresponding Secretary,

that he has taken no notice of the ofiicial letter he wrote him

informing him of his election. It would be a satisfaction to

me to know whether he received the letter or not.

I am, sir.

With sentiments of great esteem and respect.

Your most obedient, humble servant, M. Cutler.

[Br. Stiles to M. Cutler:]

Yale College, A'pril 21, 1783.

Reverend and Dear Sir :
—I intended you a long letter by this

oppo. in answer to your very agreeable favor last winter, but

the fates, or rather, incessant labors, forbid it at present.

I wrote to Governor Trumbull, and inclose his answer, for I

have not time to extract.

The Auroral Corruscations from the E. W. and Northern

Heavens commenced in a center here 12° So. of the Zenith at

VIII h. 10' in a line from the two *s in the head of Gemini

to Cor Leonis—on the evening of 29th ultimo. Had it been

at the summit of the atmosphere, it must have appeared 45°

So. of the Vertex, 50 miles N. of New Haven
;
and yet Rev.

Mr. Atwater, at Westfield, 50 miles No., observed it at VIII

h. 12' very nearly in the same place, and not So. of Cor

Leonis.

Please inform me how it was with you.
In vitmost haste, I am, dear sir,

Your affectionate brother and humble servant,

Ezra Stiles.

I refer you to young Mr. Langdon for College Affairs.
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To Rev. Dr. Stiles. Ipswich, June 13, 1783.

Reverend Sir :
—I have had the honor of receiving your

kind letter of the 21st of April, but had not the pleasure of

seeing the young Gentleman who brought it. I am particu-

larly obliged by the minutes you gave me of the Aurora

Borealis, and I am happy to find that I saw the Aurora you
mention of the 29th of March. I have only time to give you
an extract of the minutes which I then made, and am sorry

they are not more particular as to the height.

At 8 h. 4', observed a curious Aur. Borealis. The whole

northern hemisphere was of a pale light, having several de-

tached ranges of thin, narrow, dusky clouds stretched across

it, from the horizon to 45'^ altitude, a little above and parallel

to the horizon, with the appearance of lamps, or pale torches,

interspersed throughout the lower Nn. region, continually

changing their situation and emitting converging corruscations

toward the zenith. But the most singular circumstance in

this phenomenon was the waving, tremulous, or rather flashing

vapor, streaming from every direction toward the zenith.

This vapor was of a bright color, without any tincture of red,

and striated with very fine strire. At 15' after 8 h., it ex-

tended as far as E.S.E.-and W.S.W.,near the horizon, forming

a zone 22° S. of the zenith composed of transverse stride di-

rected toward the zenith, and nearly meeting a little to the

S.E. of it, forming a kind of vertex in the neck of Leo Major.

At times the center was nearly in the dusky star in Cancer,

often changing its form and situation, with a quick waving
motion. But at times the luminous vapor was more stationary.

It then assumed the appearance of a white cloud of a uniform

density, composed of fine strijB curiously turned round its

head and indentation, considerably obscuring stars of the first

magnitude
—a very rare fluid continually waving or flashing

over the striated vapor, nearly resembling the tremulous mo-

tion of a flame in a clear and steady fire on the hearth, but

without any of the red appearance. At 9 o'clock the light

vapor formed a large and dense cloud spread almost over the

western hemisphere, and passing the meridian east near the

zenith; at 10, much diminished, wind W., and small; at 11,
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N.W., and fresh. There were many small detached clouds W.
and S. of the zenith—the light appeared at a distance above

those clouds. At 10, the mercury ranged, in Fahrenheit's

Therm., 53
; Barometer, 29.72. These are the minutes I made

at that time.

A very unusual Aur. Borealis appeared here on the evening
of the 7th of April, Avhich I fear you did not notice, as you
make no mention of it, I paid more particular attention to

this, than the Aurora of the 29th of March, as it afforded a;

much better opportunity for ascertaining its situation. As it

was probably seen not far distant from you, shall give you the

minutes I made of part of the phenomenon. At 8 h. 46',

when I first saw it, a bright zone, which extended across the

horizon from E. to W. at little north of the zenith, was making
its progress, with an apparent motion, to the south. It soon

passed the zenith, and continued its motion uniformly, from

end to end, preserving its position as to E. and W. points, 36°

20' S. of the zenith. At 9 h. 2', began to dissipate, or rather

disappear, becoming less and less luminous, till no traces were

to be seen. The zone was of a pale light color, but consider-

ably dense and bright, and not of perfectly uniform breadth.

Upon measuring its breadth with a sextant (which I could do

with great accuracy) at different times, and in different parts,

found the mean 16° 10'. Its greatest distance from the zenith

Avas determined by the same instrument, with the assistance

of my globe. Another zone appeared in the N. at 9 h. 14',

similar in every circumstance, only that it was much fainter,

and but 12° 15' broad. It passed only 5° 40' S. of the zenith,

when it disappeared. Wind N.W., small. My present en-

gagements are such, I have not time to make any remarks.

I am, Rev'd Sir, with the greatest esteem.

Your most obd't and most H. S.,

M. Cutler.
Reverend President Stiles.

VOL. IT.—14
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[For the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.^

Ipswich, Feh. 14, 1783.

To Prof. Edward Wiggleswortil*

Reverend Sir :—Want of leisure, and knowing that you were

in a low state of health, has prevented my answering your re-

quest so soon as I should otherwise have done. I now send

you the number of houses, families, males and females, mar-

ried persons, unmarried males and females above 15, widowers,

widows, males and females under 15, males and females be-

tween 50 and 60, 60 and 70, 70 and 80, and upward of 80, in

this small parish, as they stood on the first day of this year.

I have taken considerable pains to make this enumeration as

accurate as possible, and have included white and black serv-

ants, and blacks who live in families by themselves.

While I was making this enumeration, I attempted to pro-

cure further information on this subject from the deliberate

recollection of each particular family ;
but the frequent emi-

grations into back settlements, and interchanging of families

with neighboring parishes, prevented my obtaining, with cer-

tainty, any thing material, except that sixty years ago the

number of houses rather exceeded the present number, and

that of the inhabitants must have been nearly the same.

The former account I sent you of births and deaths was not

made out for complete years, and did not come down so late

as the time of enumerating the inhabitants. I have therefore

inclosed a table of births and deaths from the first day of

January, 1772, to the first day of January, 1783, including

eleven years. And also a table of diseases for the same time,

in which you will see, under each year, the disease of Avhich

every person, between the same periods of life noted in the

Table of Mortality, was supposed to die. I have no doubt

but there may be errors in this table, but I presume there are

none that are very considerable. It has been my practice to

minute the disorder that each person was said to die of, in my

* Edward Wigglesworth was born in 1732. Graduated at FTarvard,

1749. Was Hollis Professor of Theology from 176.T until his death, in

1794. He was one of the founders of the American Academy of Arts

and Sciences.— The Memorial History of Boston.
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register of deaths, with no other view than to satisfy my own

cariosity, and have not done it with that care and attention

that the importance of such a register now appears to me to

demand. The principal errors, I suspect, are in the diseases

of chiklren, who are incapable of describing their feelings,

and the symptoms of particular diseases do not appear so dis-

tinct in them as in adults,- and in the article of consumption,

by which Physicians intend a disorder of the lungs, and of

which they make several species ;
but every disorder that is

attended with a Avasting of the muscular flesh, though by no

means pulmonic, is generally termed a consumption.
The reason that the number of inhabitants has not in-

creased in this parish for sixty years past, when the births for

the last eleven years are more than double the number of

deaths, is wholly owing to emigrations into new settlements.

By the former register kept in this parish, it appears that the

rate of births and deaths for sixty years has been nearly the

same with the last eleven. The inhabitants have not been

very subject to epidemic diseases, or those which are generally
more rife at particular seasons of the year. The situation of

the parish approaches to a level, interspersed with small hills,

and some quantity of low meadow and swampy land, four

miles from the sea. The people, who are almost all farmers,

are laborious and temperate ;
the water exceeding good, and

the air generally very free and pure. Hence, you will see-

that calculations on American population can not bo made
from our old settlements. We not only lose the excess of an-

nual births above annual deaths, by emigration, but those ad-

venturers consist chiefly of the young, healthy and robust, on.

whom population principally depends, while the aged and in-

valids remain in their old habitations. The new settlements'

must, therefore, greatly exceed the old in the increase of popu-

lation, in proportion to the number of inhabitants.

It is obvious that many important questions in civil society^

respecting the annuities of widows and persons in old age, re-

versionary payments, and several other matters, can be deter-

mined only by a knowledge of the expectation of human life in

various places, and this knowledge can be obtained only from

registers of mortality in those places. But I apprehend that
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information of still greater consequence may be deriv^ed from

faithful and minute registers of the various diseases most fatal

to mankind at diffei-ent ages, and in different situations, ac-

companying these registers of mortality. Various causes have

influence in bringing on diseases and shortening the duration

of life, such as particular employments, irregularities, and in-

temperance in living, and a careless inattention to sudden vi-

cissitudes of heat and cold and changes in the atmosphere com-

mon to every situation, but I doubt not it may be made to ap-

pear that the influence of different airs and different situations

on the human constitution, and the probability of living longer,

especially in the early part of life, in one place than in another,

is vastly greater than is generally imagined. Few are aware

of the danger arising fr,om unwholesome air, and the constant

use of water impregnated with foreign bodies, frequently met

with in particular situations, and which are very common

causes of diseases. Neither air nor water are often so re-

plenished with noxious Q,ualities as to produce such imme-

diate violent effects as to put people on their guard against

them. But their less perceptible influence may render them

more generally hurtful to mankind.

An ingenious writer, Dr. Alexander, has indeed called in

question the baneful effects of vapor arising from stagnant

waters, and affirmed that nothing is to be apprehended from

the neighborhood of putrid marshes. But Dr. Priestly has

proved, by repeated experiments, that this opinion is ill-

founded and dangerous, and that putrid water is in an high

desrree noxious. And Dr. Price has found the assertions of

Dr. Priestly to be fully confirmed, by comparing tables ex-

hibiting the rates of mortality in upward of eighty small

country parishes in Switzerland, in all the different situations,

from marshy ground to that of the Alps. The difference of

the probability of life between the high and low land is very

remarkable. In the mountains, one-half that are born live to

the age of 47. In marshy ground, one-half live only to the

age of 25. In the hills, one in 20 of all that are born, live

to 80. In a marshy situation, only one in 52 reaches this

age.

The cold springs that usually surround the edges of fenny,
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swampy land, as well as putrid exhalations, render particular

situations very unliealthy, from the changes they produce in

the air, occasioning, in the night, cold damps and close, heavy

fogs, especially after a sultry day. This cold, damp air most

sensibly affects our feelings, if we descend in the night-time

from high, clear land to the springy borders of open swamps
and meadows. The sickJy state of several families who have

lived in a certain house in this place appears to me a striking-

demonstration of the baneful effects of cold springs and pu-
trid exhalations. Since this house has been inhabited, which

is upAvard of sixty years, it has been observed that there has

been no considerable space of time that all the family have

been in health. For a considerable number of vears, which

the present owner lived in it, some of the family were almost

continually complaining or confined with acute or chronic dis-

orders, but, removing with his family, ten or fifteen years ago,

near the sea, they soon recovered, and have since enjoyed

very good health. Two young, healthy families have since

occupied it in succession, but were soon affected with similar

disorders, which were principally of the throat, breast, and

viscera. The situation of the house very evidently points out

the cause of the remarkable unhealthiness of its inhabitants.

It stands on the north side and very near the foot of a con-

siderably high hill, nearly covered on the top and north part

with tall wood, the northern declivity moist and springy.

North and Avest of the house is a small plain of forty or fifty

yards extent, bounded by low, springy, and sAvampy land.

On the east a Ioav sw^amp extends from very near the house to

a pond, of stagnant Avater, at a small distance. The current

of air in the loAvland is much obstructed and confined by the

nei2;hboring; hills and woodland.

But the surprising effects which a luxuriant vegetation may
produce on putrid and noxious air may contribute much in

rendering particular situations the more healthy. The quan-

tity of moist exhalations may indeed be increased, but, if the

free passage of the air be not obstructed, the situation may
become more Avholesome. Dr. Priestly, you are sensible,

has proved, by a number of experiments, that air rendered

noxions' by the breath of animals, or by putrefaction, is re-
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stored, by vegetables growing in it, to a state fit for respira-

tion, and the support of animal life. This discovery may be

improved, both for the continuance and restoration of health.

And vegetation may be one, if not the principal cause, Avhicli

renders spring and summer so much more healthy than autumn

and Avinter. In the course of the last eleven years, Avith us,

by far the greater part that have died of acute, inflammatory,

or putrid diseases have died between the first of August and

the last of February. And in those years, when any disorder

was epidemic, Avhich has not been often, it has been in the

course of those months. More of those, indeed, who died of a

pulmonic consumption, which has been the most fatal disease

with us, expired in the months of April and June than in any

of the other months in the year.

It certainly must be a discovery of very great importance

to know in what periods of life we are in tlie greatest danger

of an attack from particular diseases and from what causes

they originate. The investigation of such a matter will doubt-

less be attended with difficulty, but such advantages may be

derived from it that the smallest prospect of success will jus-

tify the attempt. Very little can be expected from observa-

tions made in one or two small parishes, but it appears to me,

beyond all doubt, that in our country towns much greater

numbers of people die of consumption between the ages of

10 and 60 than of any other disorder. In this parish near

one-half that have died between those ages died of consump-

tions. The cause and the treatment of this disease, which

proves fatal to such great numbers in the period of life when

all the powers and faculties of body and mind are in the most

vigorous state, highly concern both the Patient and Physician,

and call for the most critical attention. Were faithful regis-

ters of mortality and diseases, for some considerable space of

time, collected from the several towns in this Commonwealth,

with other collateral information respecting the situation, air,

•water, and employment of the inhabitants, they might afford

very important instruction, and lead to many useful inquiries

and discoveries. It would evidently appear what situations

are the most healthy, what diseases are most prevalent in dif-

ferent places and at what different periods of life, and -the dif-
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ference of expectation of life in one place compared with

another. But the establishment of such registers can never

be expected, unless the Legislature should think it an object

"worthy their attention.

If little is to be immediately expected from such registers

while we are in an infant state, and none of our towns crowded

with inhabitants, yet, from a consideration of the increasing

popularity of this Country, the probability that in time we may
have many populous manufacturing towns, it is obvious that a

very early establishment of them may become of great utility

and importance.
I hope, however, you Avill receive such information from dif-

ferent parts of the country as to be able to proceed in your

present plan. Dr. Holyoke informed me, a few days ago, that

he was preparing an account of births, deaths, and diseases

in the town of Salem for the last year, which he proposes to

communicate to the American Academy, and which, we are

certain, will be done with great accuracy. It is to be wished

that medical gentlemen, in general, would attend to this mat-

ter, as they alone are able to give us just accounts of diseases.

I am, sir, with much esteem,

Your very humble servant,

M. Cutler.

[To General Lincoln, Secretary of War.'\

Ipswich, May 18, 1783.

Sir:—The several Committees, appointed by the American

Academy at their last meeting, met at Cambridge, on the 25th

of last March. Upon examining the papers on file, they were

happy to find a greater number that may be worlhy of publi-

cation than was expected, and proceeded to agree on a num-

ber of articles, which I have the honor of communicating to

you.
The greater part of the communications on file belong to

our department, and Mr. Parsons agrees with me in opinion
that many of them can not fail of meeting the approbation of

the public. But as the literary character of this State abroad

is greatly concerned in the first publication of the American

Academy, papers for this volume ought to be selected with the
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utmost care and attention. Our greatest deficiency seems to

be in essays upon observations and experiments on the natural

productions of this Country. Improvements in the various

branches of Agriculture, and those useful arts which will ad-

vance our internal wealth and the happiness of our citizens,

will be of greater public utility than matters of mere

science, and ought, doubtless, to be the first objects of our

attention.

We have a report that a gentleman in Philadelphia has dis-

covered a vegetable production that eifectually cures cancers,

which have long been the opprobrium of the medical art, and

that this remedy has received the approbation of the physicians
of the first character in that city. If this be fact, and a de-

•scription of the plant can be obtained, though the method of

preparing and applying it in this particular case should be

kept a secret, it may prove a valuable acquisition. Botanical

descriptions, likewise, of any rare or valuable vegetable pro-

ductions, will be considered of importance.

Your letter, with the sentiments of your friend on the

growth of plants, communicated by the Hon. General Warren,

affords me great pleasure. The principles of vegetation seem

still to remain among the arcana of science, but hypotheses

that can be supported by observation and experiment may
lead us to a more certain knowledge of the operations of

nature in the vegetable kingdom than has ever yet been ascer-

tained. I could wish we might be favored with further com-

munications from that very ingenious gentleman. I should

consider it a favor, if there be no impropriety, to be informed

of his name and place of abode.

Such communications as you shall judge of importance, I

doubt not, you will readily make, before the collection for this

volume is closed.

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the highest

esteem, sir,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

M. Cutler.

Hon. Benj. Lincoln, Esq.

p. S.—I am desired to ask the favor O'f you ta inform me
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whether the Philosophiccal Society at Philadelpha propose soon

to publish another Volume of Transactions.

\_Froin Genei'al Lincoln.']

Philadelphia, Jime 12, 1783.

Reverend Sir :
—I have been honored Avith the receipt of

your favor of the 18th uJt, I should have had the pleasure of

answering it before, had I not been prevented by an absence

from the city.

I am fully in opinion Avith you that the literary character of

the State of Massachusetts abroad will be greatly concerned

in the first publication of the American Academy, and that

papers for this volume ought to be selected with the utmost

care and attention. I wish, therefore, a greater length of

time had been given for the collection of facts and the arrange-

of them before we entered seriously on a publication. I think

this might have been done without incurring even a suspicion

of inattention, or the least want of that spirit of research from

which alone great discoveries may be expected, as we have,

from the establishment of the Society, been involved in a war

destructive of that repose essential to those useful investiga-

tions, the promotion of which was the laudable design of the

institution.

I find, by the articles agreed on the 25th March, that the

committees are to examine the several communications belong-

ing to their respective departments, and select therefrom such

as they may approve of for publication.

The task assigned the committee is arduous. I feel the

embarrassments I should be under in executing the trust, were

I placed in their situation, and although I might enter on the

business with good intentions, yet I should be disposed to

swell the volume, lest a too partial publication should discour-

age people from making further communications, as they might
feel themselves hurt by the omission

;
and I might also be led

to it by considering in too favorable a light the communica-
tions of those gentlemen whose characters I greatly revere,
and for whom I have contracted the hirrhcst esteem and aifec-

tion.

I have seen Dr. Martin, the gentleman who has discovered



218 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

the vegetable production which effectually cures cancers. He

says that at present he can not, in justice to himself, com-

municate his knowledge in this matter. I think it will not

be obtained, unless the States should think the discovery so

essential to the good and happiness of mankind as to be in-

duced thereby to offer him a sum of money for it which would

make it unnecessary for him longer to attend to business.

This, probably, and this only, I suppose, would draw it from

him. I Avish the public would take up the matter, for it can

not be doubted but that his knowledge herein is important.
I am informed that the Philosophical Society here are pre-

paring to publish another volume.

Mr. Matlock, the late Secretary of this State, was the

author of those observations on the principles of vegetation

which, through General Warren, I communicated to the Acad-

emy. This gentleman is absent. I can not, therefore, now
obtain any further information from him.

The question which has been so long and so often agitated,

whether the plant is fed from the atmosphere or earth, or

whether it receives its nourishment solely from the one or

the other, or whether jointly from both, is yet involved in

doubt and uncertainty, and perhaps it will so continue, and

prove to be one of those subjects of inquiry in which we may
not find the most explicit and direct evidence by which we

may at once determine on which side the truth lies. But, as

it is of importance to ascertain the principles of vegetation
as fully as possible, we may with propriety have recourse to

the various circumstances which offer themselves to our con-

sideration, Avhicli, being collected, and the whole contrasted,

may, and probably will, leave the mind at last pretty fully, if

not perfectly, satisfied.

Under these ideas of the matter I will offer to your consid-

eration a circumstance which I think will operate in support
of the opinion that the plant is fed from the atmosphere rather

than from the earth. Though of itself it may prove little,

yet, with others, it will have its weight and be important.
A writer in recording his travels throuiih South America

says :

" That in the forest grows a tree called properly Mala-

pole, i. e., hill timber. It is of itself a weak tree, but grow-
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ing near another of considerable bulk, and coming into con-

tact with it, when expanding its branches, it deprives its neigh-

bor of the rays of the sun. Nor is this all, for as this im-

bibes the juices of the earth the other withers and dies."

I have not a doubt that trees thus embraced will wither

and die, but I think the Historian has formed a wrong opin-

ion respecting the causes of their decease. He attributes

them to two, viz., their being masked from the rays of the

sun, and being deprived of the necessary juices of the earth,

neither of which, I think, are the true ones.

If we admit that the trees are fed from the earth we can

hardly suppose that one tree shall possess such powerful im-

bibing qualities as to deprive the other tree, natural to the

soil, of all support, or that the earth can, in process of time,

have become so partial to the one and forgetful of the other

of her productions.

With respect to the other cause the author assigns for the

decease of the tree, that appears to me to have less Aveight in

it than the former, for it has been found by long experience

that a plant will flourish and a tree grow vigorously in the

shade, secluded from the sun, while there is no other curtain

than the sky spread over it. I think, on the whole, that, with

more truth, we may attribute the cause of the decease of the

tree to its being deprived of its food, which it would have re-

ceived from the atmosphere, were it not denied this blessing

by the branches of its domineering neighbor, than to those as-

signed by the Historian.

I have to lament that the official duties which I owe the

public, and which I must perform, prevent my paying that at-

tention to the American Academy, which inclination would

otherwise prompt me to do.

The stone herewith sent was found on the beach of the

North River (or Hudson) near Newburgh.
I have the honor to be.

Reverend sir,

With great esteem.

Your obedient servant,

Reverend Mr. Cutler. B. Lincoln.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Correspondence with Dii. Belknap.

\^To Br. Belknap^

Ipswich, Aug. 9, 1784.

3Iy Dear Friend :
—I have been honored with your letter of

the 6th inst. by the hand of JMr. Parker, and feel myself under

particular obligations to you for introducing me to an ac-

quaintance with that gentleman. I was much pleased with him

the little time he spent with me, and hope this may be an in-

troduction to a further acquaintance.
It was not in my power to make any calculations on the ob-

servations we made at the White Mountains early enough for

the last post. I have since gone over ray minutes. I find

the quicksilver in the barometer ranged below at 27.99 inches,

in 46° of heat by the thermometer. At the top it ranged at

21.80 inches in 44° of heat by the thermometer. These ranges
will give the height of the mountains 10,001.6 feet above the

level of the sea, and 6513.1 above our tent at the foot of the

mountain. The tent 3488.5 feet above the level of the sea.

But as I perceived at the top of the mountain that some par-

ticles of quicksilver had, by some means, exuded through the

leather of the reservoir, and some air bubbles intruded into the

tube after the screw" was turned down, I made a deduction of

Y^g^ from the difference of the upper and lower range of the

mercury. The upper range of the mercury will then be 22.60

inches, and give the height of the mountain 9062.5 feet above

the sea, and 5614 feet above the tent. In this deduction, I must

confess, I have no accurate rule for ascertaining it. In screw-

ing up the reservoir at the top of the mountain, I found the

quicksilver did not entirely fill up the tube. I then measured

the quantity of this defect, and made it the ground of this

deduction, which I think is as great as it ought, by any means,

to be. I then hoped, after our return, to have made further

observations on the barometer which would enable me to de-
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termine this defect ^vitli more certainty, but found that the reser-

voir, in returning, Avas so injured as to leak out the most of the

quicksilver. As the ill-fate of our barometer has prevented

an accurate mensuration of the heights of the mountains, I

call the height, in round numbers, 9,000 feet above the level

of the sea, 5,500 feet above our tent, and the tent 3,500 feet

above the sea. These njimbers can not be far from the truth,

unless there was a much greater defect in the barometer than

I have now the least suspicion. It is, however, no small

mortification to me not to be able to give a more accurate ac-

count of the height of this mountain, after taking so much

pains to ascertain it.

In my geometrical observations at the meadow for ascer-

taining the height of the first summit, I find my base so short

as not to subtend angle at the mountain sufficient for de-

termining the height Avith any degree of certainty, esi^ecially

as the observations Avere made in so hasty a manner, and not

repeated, and the top of the mountain vicAved through so much

of a cloud as must occasion a deception jn the appearance of

its altitude. If any dependence can be made on this meas-

ure, it Avill make the height of the Sugav-loaf above the plain

as much as 500 feet. I am noAV fully persuaded, though we

called it but 150, that it is not less than 300 feet. I Avas led

to this opinion by observing an height at Cabot's farm, which

AA'as found by mensuration to be upward of an hundred feet,

Avhich Ave all judged, that Avere on the mountain, could not

be more than one-fifth part of the height of the Sugar-
loaf.

If Ave are not greatly mistaken in the height of the White

Mountain, it must be placed in no inconsiderable rank among
the highest mountains on the globe. I can find an account

of only four that are higher. The only mountains of Avhich

I can find an account of their height in any author I have by

me, are: Andes, 20,280; Peak of Teneriffe, 13,178; Gammi,

10,110 ;
The Pyrenees, 6,640 ;

the four most elevated points

the Alps, viz.. Mole., 4,882 ; Dole, 4,292 ; Buel, 8,893, and

Mt. Blanc, 14,432.

I Avish to hear how you feel after your tour. It is not yet
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entirely out of my bones, but I find myself in a good

way. . . . Your most humble servant,

M. Cutler.

P. S.— . . . My minutes of the sun's altitude at the

west notch of the mountain I have mislaid, or lost, and can

not at present find it. I find the degree of cold at the pin-

nacle by the thermometer corresponds nearly Avith the mean

degree in Nov. and March with us.

Ipswich, Jan. 5, 1785.

Rev. Mr. Belknap.

Dear Sir:—I had not the pleasure of receiving yours of the

26th of Nov. ixntil the 20th Dec, and no opportunity has pre-

sented for returning yon an earlier answer. I am exceedingly

gratified by your repeated accounts of the several appearances

of the White Mountains and the state of the weather with vou

at the same time. I imagined the mountain would have been

clothed in its white coat much earlier than the first of No-

vember. But the unusual mildness of the atmosphere during

the fall months, and the frequent S. W. and Westerly winds,

which were predominant with us, might prevent the fall of so

great depth of snow on the mountain as not to melt sooner in

the year. I shall be much obliged to you and Brother Haven

for further accounts.

The barometer and thermometer I expected from London

are arrived, and I have had the good fortune to, get them

home safe. They were made by Nairne & Blunt, and appear

to be excellent instruments, but I am sorry to find that

neither of them are properly portable ones. The thermometer

is a very long tube, graduated 50° below 0, and 212 above.

Our good brother, Mr. Little, has been so kind as to spend
the last Sabbath with me in his Avay to Boston, who I expect

on his return will forward this letter to you. Pray, write me

by the first opportunity. I wish to know if you have heard

any thing from Brother Balch. We have not so much as heard

whether he is dead or alive.

I am, dear sir, with the highest respect.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

M. Cutler.
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Jan. 14, 1785.

Brother Little has greatly disappointed me. He returned

from Boston much sooner than he proposed, and called when
I was from home, which has prevented my sending this letter

by him. Since his return I have been honored with a letter

from you and the copper ore from our friend, Mr, Place, for-

warded by Mr. James Sheafe. I have not had time to do any

thing with respect to the ore, but will pay every attention to

it in my power as soon as possible, and send you such in-

formation as I may obtain. I have been so extremely busy
since I received your letter that I have not had time to calcu-

late the age of the moon, agreeable to your request, but

shall be at leisure in two or three days, when I shall take care

to do it, and embrace the first opportunity to acquaint you
with it.

If you have obtained any information from Mr. Whipple

respecting the mountain after we left him, I shall be much
favored by receiving it.

I am, sir, most affectionately, yours,

M. Cutler.

Jan. 17. Missing of the opportunity by which I expected
to have sent this letter last week, I have been able to calculate

the moon's age, agreeable to your desire. It was new moon
on the first day of May, 0. S. 1725, at 10 h. 15 m. 52" in the

morning.* The moon set in the night of the 8th, about 40

minutes after one o'clock. The time of its setting, however,
I did not accurately calculate, presuming it was unnecessary
for your purpose.

[From Dr. Belknap. ~\

Rev. M. Cutler. Dover, Jan. 25, 1785.

Bear Sir:—Yours of the 5th, 14th, and 17th inst. arrived

this day, for which I thank you, particularly for your attention

to my request about the setting of the moon on the day of

Lovewell's battle. The account is, that they fought till mid-

night, when the Indians withdrew and gave them an opening
to retreat, which they did, two hours before day. I was

*The date of the battle of LoveweH's Pond.
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anxious to be ascertained of the moon's age, that the circum-

stance of fighting so late might be credible.

I had, the other day, a few minutes' conversation with Mr.

Whipple. He mentioned receiving your letter about two

months after its date, and inquired very kindly about you.
How" should you feel to be assured that the Mountain you
were upon Avas not the highest ? The doubt was first started

by Captain Heath, of Conw-ay, the day I parted with you
there, and he and our pilot, Evans, had a smart controversy
on the subject. I forget whether I told you this, for I did not

give much heed to Heath's suspicion ;
but the sedate, observ-

ant, and critical eye of our friend Whipple has been busy
about the Mountains ever since, and he doubts ! He is suspi-

cious that the highest peak is westw^ard of that you ascended,

and is determined to make another attempt. I mentioned this

to our companion, the faithful and indefatigable Wingate
*

(who was so kind as to call and dine with me last week), and

he joins in the suspicion. He thinks the highest summit is

farther westward than where you ascended. The New River

is by all pitched upon as the place where the next ascent ought
to be made. By the way, I will not omit one circumstance.

Mrs. B. had never seen Wingate before, but concluded he was

(to use her own expression)
•' a White Hill man," by his man-

ner of entering the door. She had, a day or two before, heard

Mr. Little remark that " we "
(meaning our company in that

tour)
" were all married for life ;" and I suppose there was an

air of familiarity and satisfaction in Wingate that gave her

the idea.

Mr. Whipple informed me that the freshet on the 4th of

December was the highest ever known in those parts. His

fields and meadows were deluged, his fences broken down, his

* Paine Wingnte was born in Amef^barv, Massachusetts, 1739; gradu-

ated, Harvard, 1759. He preached at Hampton Falls, New Hampshire,
from 17d.') to 1771, wlien he abandoned the pvilpit and commenced the

practice of law. He was member of Congress in 17<S7 and from 1793 lo

J795; United States Senator from New Hampshire, 17^9 to 1793;

Judge of Superior Court, 1798 to 1S09 He died at Stratham, New
Hampshire, IS.'IG. His wife was the sister of Timothy Pickering. She
died in 1843, aged 100 years.
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mills damaged, and the water rose as far as his well, Avithin

40 feet of the house. At Conway, the river was six feet per-

pendicular higher than in the great freshet of October, 1775,

when the New River broke out. The bridge and mill just

above McMillan's was carried off; also a bridge over Swift

River, which had been built since our journey. This is, by an

uncommon exertion, already rebuilt, six feet higher than

before. The new road at the Notch is greatly damaged.

Possibly, whoever goes up the Shelburne road next summer

may perceive some alterations since last July. That whole

region must, from its nature, be subject to frequent changes

by floods.

I am sorry your new barometer is not portable. Can you
furnish yourself with those that are against another season ?

Mr. Whipple says an attempt will not be practicable till about

the 25th of June. It would certainly be best before dog-days.
If we could be assured of so mild an autumn as the last, Sep-
tember would do

;
but the year before it was impracticable

the first week in September. I must give the preference to

June, on account of the length of days and shortness of

nights, and I think the weather is as well settled then as any
month. But my opinion is of no consequence. Two hundred-

weight of mortality, and a pair of lungs by no means related

to the adamantine ones, which Pope was laughed at so much

about, are very inconvenient in the ascending line, unless an

aerostatic machine could be contrived, and even then I sus-

pect my brain would be giddy with the sudden elevation.

It is a discouraging circumstance to my making a second

attempt.

Your care of my books is very kind. The sale is every-
where slow, and unless something more auspicious turns up,

I shall not tliink it prudent to risk another volume.

Brother Balch and his family Avere all Avell last week. I men-

tioned to him a circumstance related to me by an old man of

this town, noAV deceased, viz., that he had formerly, when

Barrington was in its Avilderness state, found native Alum
there. After the settlements were made, he lost his land-

marks, and was not able to find the spot. Possibly, the

VOL. II. 15
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knowledge may be recovered. I have desired Mr. Balch to

be particular in his inquiries.

I forget whether I showed you the red earth that I found in

Somersworth. Mr. Little examined it, and pronounced it

equal to the best Spanish brown. There is a yellow stratum

underneath it.

I shall close this letter with an extract from a letter of my
friend Mr. Hazard, of Philadelphia, November 6th : "At the

meeting \i. e., of the Philos. Society] last night, I proposed
Mr. Cutler for a member, and he will be balloted for at the

next election." In another, of December 18th :

" The elec-

tion of members comes on about the middle of next month.

You shall have notice if Mr. C. is elected." You must know

that, when I sent an account of our Tour to this good gentle-

man, which he laid before the Society, he was so pleased with

the mention I made of you as to do the same honor to you he

had before done to one much less worthy.

My respects to Mrs. Cutler, and to Dr. Fisher, when you
see him. Does he intend to try another shower-bath in the

woods? 'Tis a specific.

I am, dear sir, Avith much esteem.

Your obliged friend and brother,

Jere Belknap.

Do tell me whether the Tree-toad is peculiar to America?

I observe Goldsmith has not mentioned it.

You must forgive my asking you questions. It is a trick I

am very subject to when I am conversing with or writing to

persons who know more than myself.

What are we to believe about animal magnetism ?

\_To Rev. Dr. Belknap^

Ipswich, Feb. 28, 1785.

Dear Sir:—Your obliging letter of the 25th January came

to hand last Tuesday evening, and that of the 21st inst., the

next morning ;
for both of which I most heartily thank you.

Storms and snow-banks have laid such an embargo on socia-

bility with us, that the correspondence of an affectionate

friend is enjoyed with the highest relish. Traveling has not

been so difficult here for many years. We see nobody, and
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do little else than sit in the chimney-corner, repeating over

the same dull stories, or gawking at one another with sorry

grimace. Your letters were received with avidity, and your
account of Mrs. B.'s quick discovery of White Hill people, by
their singular airs, has distorted my risibles and given my
sides a hearty shake. Woods and mountains, it seems, may
form people's manners, as well as assemblies and dancing-
schools. What curious courtesies and compliments we should

have, from a company of ladies, after a tour through those

dreary regions !

I still feel pretty firm in the belief that we were on the

highest summit, but I do not mean to be obstinate. We were

so soon enveloped in the cloud, after we gained the summit of

the Sugar-loaf, that there was little time to observe what was

about us. I certainly thought myself then so highly elevated

that I looked down upon every terrestrial object within the

reach of my eye ;
but it might, like many other elevated

fancies, exist only in the imagination. I must confess that

my observations on that day were so imperfect and confused,
that I am almost ashamed to say any thing about them. An-
other tour, I hope, Avill remove many of our present doubts

and uncertainties.

From the account you give me of the extraordinary freshet

on the 4th December, I suspect some very considerable effect

may have been produced by it, on and about the mountains,,

which may render another expedition the more entertaining.
It is a favorable circumstance to have so judicious and accu-

rate an observer as Mr. Whipple so near them. His attention

is doubtless the more excited by Avhat has been already done,
and I think much may be expected from him in rendering an-

other tour more successful.

There will be no difficulty, I presume, in procuring barometers

and thermometers properly constructed for the purpose. There

are two barometers and thermometers in Cape Ann, exactly alike,

which I am informed may be obtained. I am now constructing
an electrometer, on a new plan, which will make a necessary part
of our apparatus. I should, likewise, wish to make some ex-

periments with a thermometer in boiling water, at proper dis-

tances from the foot to the top of the mountain, for ascertaining
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the range of mercury in different densities, and Avith a degree
of lieat that will just make water boil. I agree with you,

that June will be preferable to July, but I feel some discour-

agement about making the attempt at all. This cold snowy
winter has considerably cooled my zeal, but when I get thawed

out, in the spring, perhaps it may return.

I do not recollect your showing me the red earth from Som-

ersworth. I wish the various fossils that abound in that

neighborhood could be explored, and their nature and uses

ascertained. A part of the ore which our friend Place sent

me, is gone to London. Mr. Davenport, of Salem, a watch-

maker from England, has sent it to a relation of his, Avho, he

says, is one of the Assay-masters in the Tower; that he Avill

analyze it, and that we pQay depend on an accurate account of

the different fossils it contains, and their proportions, by Avhich

an estimate of its value may be made. Another part of the

ore I put into the hands of an ingenious gunsmith in this

town, who is considerably acquainted with ores, and wished to

make some experiments upon it, but I have not seen him

since.

I was much pleased that the American Academy were able

to form a quorum for elections at their last meeting (it requir-

ing a greater number of members for that than any other

business), and that you Avere elected a member by a full vote.

The gentlemen whose names you saw in the paper were all

eligible in November, but there were not members enough

present for a quorum. You have, or will soon receive, an

official letter from the Corresponding Secretai-y, announcing

your election.

Your letter of the 25th January unfolded an enigmatical

article in the Salem paper, which I had received a few hours

before your letter came to hand. I was by no means able to

conceive how it could happen that my name should be men-

tioned among the elections of the Philosophical Society at

Philadelphia. I am highly indebted to you for the obliging

manner in which you mentioned me to Mr. Hazard, and for

the honor conferred by the Philosophical Society. I also feel

my obligations to Mr. Hazard for the active part he has taken

in seconding your wishes. This act of friendship has been
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received with greater pleasure, as the thought had never en-

tered my mind. But, unluckily for me, honors of this kind,

like civil and military preferments, become real honors only

where there is a capacity of honoring them. The obligations,

however, to those who procure, or bestow them, arc not at all

lessened by the unworthiness of the person on whom they are

conferred.

Your bill of mortality is selected for publication, and is

now in my hands. I think it is sufficiently particular for the

purpose for which it will be published. If you wish, however,
to make any additions, I can send it to you, though the time

will be short before the printers will Avant it, as they have al-

ready made considerable progress in their work.

Dr. Hill says the tree-toad, or tree-frog, as he calls it, is

peculiar to North America, and to some few places in the

North of Europe. His description, I suppose, was taken from

those in Europe, and does not well agree with the animal we

call by that name. Catesby mentions a green tree-frog in the

Southern States, which, he says,
"
sings in the night, chit,

chit, chit." I suspect this animal to be quite different from

our tree-toad. I have seen so few Avriters on Zoology, that I

am unable to say whether our tree-toad has been described,

but I very much doubt it.

Nothing has been published on Animal Magnetism that I

have heard of. I have been an unbeliever, but some late ex-

periments have converted me. I now believe, at least, that

there is a certain so7newhat, which produced a rotary motion

in a sword. I have very often felt the motion so powerful as

almost sufficient to remove the guard from off the end of my
fingers, and that some degree of resistance would not prevent
its turning. I have thought that, after the same person has

continued the experiment with little intermission for a con-

siderable length of time, the effects became more evident, and

have fancied that I felt something, like a very gentle breath

of air, on the back of my fingers and hand next the sword.

The same effect may be produced with a shovel, or tongs, but

in a much less degree. The same sword, suspended by two

threads, with the fingers very near but not in contact with

the sword, will not produce any effect. Bars of iron, steel,
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and steel liighlj magnetic, supported horizontally, produce no

eifect. Some experiments upon glass have puzzled me, but I

mean to make further trials. The sword I have used has a

large silver guard, and when supported by the rim, the fingers

are at some distance from the blade. What effect has mag-
netism on silver? Why is it called magnetism? Why not

electricity? Or Avhy is it called either? I am totally igno-
rant of the matter. Pray be so kind as to enlighten me.

I have tired you with my long letter. I can not see you,
and you must indulge me the pleasure of writing, and as

much as my paper Avill admit. Dr. Fisher desires his most

respectful compliments to you. He says he still feels the

good effects of the shower-bath, but does not know but it may
be best to repeat it next summer. He retains his White

Mountain airs, and even our good friend Mr. Heard is strongly
tinctured with them.

Mrs. Cutler joins me in kind regards to your lady and fam-

ily. I am, with much affection and esteem.

Dear Sir, vour most obedient, humble servant.

M. Cutler.

\_To Rev. Dr. Belknap.^

Ipswich, April 11, 1785.

Rev. and Dear Sir:—Since I wrote you last, I have had

the pleasure of receiving two letters from you—one of March

1st, the other, the 26th. My obligations to you are greatly

increased by your kind care to give me the earliest notice of

the late vote of the Philosophical Society, at Philadelphia.

When I receive official information from the Secretary, I shall

not fail of acknowledgino; the high sense I have of the honor

conferred, and particularly to express my obligation to Mr.

Hazard, who, in compliance Avith your friendly request, has

interested himself in this matter.

The distance, which you tell me our mountains are seen

north-westward, much exceeds what I should have appre-

hended, and increases my desire for another visit. I expect
soon to know wdiether there will be any prospect of it this

summer, and will give you the earliest information.

I am pleased with your intention of presenting specimens
of the colored strata in Lebanon to the Museum. It is cer-
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tainly the most probable method for exciting attention to those

valuable articles which the kind Author of Nature has so lib-

erally scattered around us. How unhappy that there is no

encouragement, from any quarter, for exploring and making

experiments upon those natural productions, which might be

improved as the greatest national advantages, and when we so

greatly need them, too. -When you have made your collec-

tions, pray remember an old friend, and throw by two or three

pieces.

For this month or two past, I have been busily engaged in

comparing the minutes I have made of our vegetable pro-

ductions with those that have been described by botanical

writers. The turning over of old folios, bringing them to the

Linnaen system, and comparing them with our productions,

has been a tedious job. Patience has had its perfect work.

I have found myself sufficiently perplexed in distinguishing

with certainty the indigenous vegetables that ought to be con-

sidered as a new genera, especially as it has long been sup-

posed that every genus in the vegetable kingdom Avas known.

May we not w^onder that so much labor and expense should

have been bestoAved in examining almost every petty island in

the seas, and yet so extensive a part of this continent as lies

betw"een the latitudes of 40 and 50, exceedingly diversified in

soil and surface, should remain at this day unexplored? It

reflects no great honor, I think, upon us, that, after all our

pretensions to science, and the actual progress we have made,
natural history should have been so totally neglected. Nat-

ural productions ought to be the first object of attention Avith

an infant country. They afford us materials for all the arts

and manufactures, most of the delights and ornaments of life?

and the most important articles of commerce. We, as indi-

viduals, can do but little, but let us, at least, shoAV it is not for

want of dispositions.

The gentleman Avho brought your letter is noAV Avaiting for

this, and will be so kind as to leave it Avith Mr. Parker. Pray
write by every opportunity. Please accept our sincere re-

gards to you and Mrs. Belknap.
I am, dear sir, most aff"ectionately yours,

M. Cutler.
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[To llev. Dr. Belknap.]

Ipswich, June 29, 1785.

Dear Sir :
—

. . . T feel anxious to make another at-

tempt for measuring the White Mountains, hut find so many
difficiilties in the way that I have given up the thought of

going this year. The thought, however, has been a little re-

vived within a few days, occasioned by the Count Castiglioni,
an Italian gentleman from Milan, who is on his tour through
the United States, principally with a view of examining their

natural productions. He is very desirous of a tour to the

White Mountains, and would make us a most valuable as well

as very agreeable companion. He has done me the honor of

spending a day or two Avith me. He is a perfect master of

Botany, and is preserving specimens of every vegetable he

finds in blossom. His manners are easy, affable, and engaging.
He speaks English well—am told he is possessed of an im-

mense fortune. He is now gone to Portsmouth. I should

have given him a letter to you, if there had been any proba-

bility of his having time to go to Dover before he sets out for

Penobscot, which he expected to do in a few days. After his

return from the Eastward, will be the time, if at all, for the

journey to the White Mountains, Dr. Dexter, of Boston, and

several other gentlemen, propose to be of the party, should it

be attempted.
The gunsmith at toAvn has made some trials on our friend

Place's ore, and can get no copper of consequence out of it.

I fear it will turn out of little worth.

Please make Mrs. Cutler's and my compliments agreeable
to your lady and family,

I am, dear sir,

Your most sincere and affectionate friend,

M, Cutler.

P. S.—I am, at present, very much out of health, but hope
it will not prove to be more than a long and tedious cold. I

have been exceedingly exercised Avith an inflammatory sore

throat, though it is now considerably abated.
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\_From Rev. Dr. Belknap^
Dover, Nov. 18, 1785.

Bear Sir :—Yours of the 15tli, received yesterday by Mr.

Low, has cut me out a day's work to answer it. . . .

" The history of ray tour
"

is an object of your curiosity, and

I am disposed to gratify it, but shoukl rather do it viva voce,

if it were in my power.- If air balloons were as common as

hackney coaches, and as easily managed, you might call and

spend a day with me once a week, and I could do the same

with you. This would save the trouble of writing. But, till

this mode of traveling is more improved, we must be content

to go on in the old way and converse by paper. My tour,

like our ultramontane excursion, has just taught me how to go

again, for, though I minuted down in my pocket-book every

object that I could previously judge worth seeing, or hearing,

or inquiry, and did not omit any thing which, from those

hints or from after knowledge, I thought material, yet, now I

am returned, I think I might have seen, and heard, and

learned more than I did
;

and I suppose, if I were to go

again, I should come home in much the same state. This is

like rising from table with an appetite, which Physicians say

is a sure way to preserve health.

I know but little of the "Agricultural Societ}^," and believe

there is but little to be known of it, for it is vet in an infantile

state. Colonel Pickering told me they were endeavoring to

form connections and corresjjondence and get information,

and were in hopes, by and by, of doing something in the way
of encouraging experiments by premiums ; but, to speak in

the sea phrase, they are not yet
"
got under way."

" The

Philosophical Society" is neglected by most of its members;
scarce ten can be got together, unless upon some very special

occasion. One meeting came in course while I was there, and

I signified my desire of being present to my worthy friend.

Dr. Clarkson, who is a member, and gave me some reason to

hope that he would go with me
;
but when the hour arrived, I

found his indiiference so great that I could not urge the mat-

ter, and was prevailed upon to stay and spend the evening
Avith him, which, he said, was much more agreeable. Thus I

sacrificed my Philosophy to Friendship, for that time, and I
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did not repent it when I afterward learned that only five or

six members were together, and that their only entertainment

was a long dissertation, which Dr. Franklin sent them, on a

method of remedying smoky chimneys. Now I have men-

tioned this veteran Philosopher, I must tell you they say he

has another communication to make, respecting the anchoring
of ships at sea, to keep them from drifting with currents in a

calm. The anchor is to he in the form of an umbrella. He
has also a lamp, which, with only three small wicks, gives a

luster equal to six candles. A pipe is introduced into the

midst, which supplies fresh and cool air to the lights. This

might suggest an improvement to the lamps in Light-houses,
and perhaps save oil. I tell you things just as they come up
in the vortex of my meijiory, and, if you look for any other

method in my letters, j'ou will be disappointed. It is to be

wished, for the benefit of mankind, that the old Don would

disburden himself of all his philosophical hints, experiments,
and conjectures, before he makes his exit, which must be soon,

as he has completed four-fifths of a century, and is obliged to

use the warm bath every day to ease the pain of the stone.

This bathing vessel is said to be a curiosity. It is copper, in

the form of a Slipper. He sits in the Heel, and his legs go
under the Vamp ;

on the Instep he has a place to fix his book,

and here he sits and enjoys himself. About the time I left

the city of Philadelphia, they chose him President of the Ex-

ecutive Council. His accepting the office is a sure sign of

senility. But would it not be a capital subject for an historical

painting
—the Doctor placed at the head of the Council Board

in his bathing slipper ? . . . You ask whether the Society

are about printing another Volume. I asked the same ques-

tion, and was told that, thougli their papers had been scattered

and some lost in the course of the War, yet they have enough
for another volume, but nobody puts it forward. Probably,

the publication of ours may give them a.jog, for they will not

like to be rivaled by the New Englanders, especially as they

think themselves before us in point of improvements. In

some respects, there is a foundation for this opinion, and the

most candid New Englandman must subscribe to it. . . .

Our worthy friend Little has sent me an extract from his
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Journal, accompanied with a plan of the upper part of Penob-

scot River, in one crotch of which is a mountain, which the

Indians call Tadden, i. e., the highest, and say it is bald-pated

like our Saconian Mountains, and exceeds them in altitude.

Asking their pardon, however, I think them very poor judges,

as it is well known they have no mode of mensuration, and

are afraid to ascend high mountains, lest they should invade

the Territory of Hohomocko.

Now I am on the subject of mountains, I remember Mr.

Rittcnhouse told me that he had lately returned from beyond
tha Ohio (where he has been surveying) ;

that the Alleghany
Mountains are not more than half a mile perpendicular, as he

judges, on the Eastern side, and that on the Western, the land

is so high that they scarce appear to be mountains. This cor-

responds with Dr. Meyer's theory, who says that the Eastern

sides of all mountains are steepest, owing to the descent of

the waters of the deluo;e. This is the case with our White

Mountains, as •! told him, and, as far as I recollect, with all the

mountains that I am acquainted Avith. But I rather suspect the

Andes are an exception, and, if so, there must be some other

cause assigned. This, however, by the by. Mr. Rittenhouse

gave me a stone full of petrified sea-shells, which he brought
from beyond the Ohio. He also showed me a sample of Alum ore

from thence, and two immense crystals, hexagonal and pointed,

and very transparent, the largest of which, I judge, weighed as

much as seven or eight pounds. They were found in Virginia.
In that country are many curiosities, but the most valuable are

coal mines. From one in the neighborhood of Richmond, coals

are brought by sea to Philadelphia, and are well esteemed at the

forge. In the neighborhood of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, is an oil

spring, lately discovered
;
the quality and medical virtues un-

known at present. I inclose you the seeds of the Persimmon, a

fruit natural to Pennsylvania, and the Pomegranate of Carolina.

I know not whether this climate will suit them, but I am sure

they will stand the chance of a fairer trial in your garden
than mine.

But I have done, and 'tis time I should.

Your sincere and affectionate friend,

Jere. Belknap.
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ITo Rev. Br. Belknap.']

Ipswich, Feb. 10, 1786.

3Iy Bear Sir:—You have involved me in a prodigious debt

by your repeated favors, and you must lose it, for I have

nothing to pay. I have luid the pleasure of receiving three

letters from you since I have had opportunity of writing to

you. Yours of the 18th November, in which you have been

so kind as to give me the history of your tour to Philadelphia,

has afforded me and many of my friends much entertain-

ment.

The list of the members of the Philosophical Society, at

Philadelphia, I sent on to Cambridge, but I believe it did not

arrive in season, for I find several members of it are not no-

ticed, as such, in the list printed in the Volume of the

Memoirs. The volume is yet in the brew-tub, and when it

will be got out I can not say. The printers have once sup-

posed that they had completed their work, but upon a careful

revision of the sheets, it was found necessary that they should

do some of their work over again. The errors that have es-

caped the notice of those who were to inspect the press, and

the printers, are more than I expected they would have been.

In two or three sheets their inattention was intolerable. Those

will be corrected
;
but there will be considerable errata after

all. We have this, however, for our consolation, it will not

exceed what we find in several of the volumes of the Transac-

tions of the R. S.

My engagements have been such, that I have not been able

yet to attend to the scale of your barometer. I hope to do it

in a few da3'S, and will write you on the subject. The cold

here, from the 17th to the 20th ult., was excessive, consider-

ing its duration. On the 18th (Wednesday) the quicksilver in

my barometer, at half after 8 A. M., out of doors, ranged at

12° below 0. I presume it would have ranged much lower a

little before sunrise. I thought of it, but my curiosity was

not strong enouo;h to rouse me out of a warm bed. I after-

ward, however, regretted the sacrifice I had made to laziness

and ease. By the papers, Ave find it was much colder at Hart-

ford, in Connecticut. How are we to account for it ? Dr.

Holyoke and Brother Prince were highly gratified with their
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successful experiment in fixing quicksilver. The process you
have seen in the newspapers. I had thought of making the

attempt, the same evening, but could not muster an apparatus
sufficient for the purpose, and so gave it up.

You have much obliged me by your kind attention to my
wish of obtaining a botanical correspondent at the Southward.

I made the same request to Mr. Hazard, who has favored me
with a very complaisant letter, and says he mentioned it to

the Count, Avho told him if he should meet with any gentle-

man in the botanical way, at the Southward, he would propose
the correspondence. By the last ship from London, I received

a saddle and bridle for my Hohhy, and hope in the spring to

get well mounted. Dr. Stokes, who has done me the honor to

engage in a botanical correspondence, has sent me a very fine

botanical microscope (an instrument I very much wanted), and

has accompanied it w^ith a long and very agreeable letter.

This gentleman is engaged with Dr. Withering (they are the

two most distinguished botanists in Great Britain) in publish-

ing the history of all the British plants. They have been at

the labor of investisatino; their characters Avhile in a growinf!;

state, W'ithout depending in any instance on dried specimens.

This is far the greatest work of the kind that has been under-

taken in England since the Linntean system has been established.

It is to be published in the spring. The Dr. has sent me a sheet.

The plan, though Linn?ean, is new. The Avork, I am persuaded,
is well executed. In a former letter he informed me of this

undertaking, and I proposed his including American plants.

But he thinks it will be best to keep our floras distinct, as the

uniting them in one work must render it too bulky ; and, be-

sides, he wishes American plants may be carefully investigated

and described from living specimens, in the manner they have

described the British. He has generously off'ered any assist-

ance he can afford, and has given me information in many
particulars, which I could not have obtained in this country.
Dr. Stokes speaks highly of our Italian Count, and thinks

him not inferior in botanical knowledge to the famous Scopoli

(the Count's preceptor), whom he visited in a late tour he has

made to Italy and Vienna. So much for botany.
Dr. Stokes wishes me to inform him " whether any of the
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swallow genus have been ever discovered during the winter in

a torpid state, and in particular under water ?
" " The hy-

pothesis of migration," he says,
" has been much Aveakened in

Europe by the doubts which have been raised respecting the

assertion of M. Adanson, of his having seen the European
swallow at Senegal." If you are acquainted with any facts

respecting this matter, I shall be much obliged to you for

them. I have pretty good evidence of their having been found

here in the mud in the winter, and of their being seen to

come out of it in the spring, but I wish for further information.

The Transactions of the R. S. for 1784, and the first part for

1785, have lately come to hand. No small part of these vol-

umes are taken up with disquisitions on the several kinds of

air. Among others, is a very ingenious paper by a Mr. "\^ hite,

who asserts, from a course of accurate and very curious ex-

periments, which he gives at large,
" that dephlogisticated or

pure air is entirely composed of water deprived of its phlo-

giston, and united . to elementary heat and light." We then

must be animals of the watery element. Philosophers are

certainly making us a kind of fish, swimming about lobster-

like, Avith the aid of our two setting poles.

Mr. lierschel has several very interesting papers. This
'

great astronomer has made discoveries in the heavens that are

truly astonishing. By his improvement of telescopes, he has

been able to penetrate the immense fields of the starry regions

far beyond what any human eye (unless when unembodied)

has ever reached before. He describes those distant regions

as a naturalist would a rich extent of ground, or chain of

mountains, containing strata variously inclined and directed,

as well as consisting of different materials. In the via lactea

he found the Avhitish appearance completely resolved into a

glorious multitude of stars of all possible sizes. The case Avas

the same Avith respect to all the nebulae that Avcre heretofore

discovered. But, Avhat is more remarkable, he found all those

clusters arranged in strata in different forms. He has found

immense starry beds of unequal breadth, some straight, some

curved, and some shoAving a motley kind of nebulosity. One of

these nebulous beds Avas so rich that, in passing through a section

of it in the time of only 36 minutes, he detected no less than 31
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nebulas. In another stratum, he saAv double and triple neb-

uIbb, variously arranged
—

large ones with small attendants,

some in the shape of a fan, some in the form of an electric

brush, issuing from a lucid point; others, of tlie cometic

shape, with a seeming nucleus in the center, or like cloudy

stars surrounded with a nebulous atmosphere. A different

sort again, a nebulosity of the milky kind, like that wonder-

ful, inexplicable phenomenon near Orion, mentioned by Fer-

guson, while others shine with a fainter, mottled kind of light,

which denotes their being resolvable into stars. He has dis-

covered, besides, innumerable stars, 466 new nebulae and clusters

of stars, none of which have been seen before by any person.

Between the strata, he found extensive fields without a single

star in them. He has been able yet to visit but a very small

portion of the heavens, and supposes he has had but a glimpse

of the borders of those stan-y fields where he has been gazing.

He is persuaded that improvements in Telescopes are yet in

an infant state, and that infinitely? greater discoveries of the

interior construction of the heavens will one day be made.

I have got a new maggot in my head, which some-

times bites pretty smartly. What think you, my friend of

the Ohio Country ? Is it not much preferable to these frozen

regions? Will the natives of the states do justice to their

families and posterity, if they suffer foreigners to come and

plant themselves down in incomparably the best part of the

United States, without, at least, taking a share with them ?

It appears to me a matter worthy the serious attention of those

who have large families to provide for, and have little or no

real estate to leave them, that they should provide for them,

as they may now have their choice in the best part of the

country. A landed interest in that part of the country will

supply a family with all the necessaries and even luxuries of

life, with a very small part of the labor which is necessary
here to get a very indifferent living. And a small sum will,

at this time, purchase such an interest. I will mention my
own situation. I am now laboring for a very scanty living.

My family is large, and all depending on me for support.
When my labors cease, this support is at an end. If I should

survive my labors, as may be the case, how am I and my fam-
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ily to be supported? Oi-, if I do not survive, how is my
family to be supported? Now it is probably in my power to

provide for future necessities, and to plant my family down in

the most eligible part of the country, with comfortable pros-

pects before them. I feel little or no local attachment, except
to my people, and as I have served them the greatest part of

the best of my days for little more than half a support, I

think they can not justly complain, if I look out for myself
in the decline of life. My reveries are much in this way, and

the matter will end probably in nothing more. You were in

the way of getting particular information of the Ohio Coun-

try when at Philadelphia, especially from Mr. Rittenhouse. I

wish to obtain a particular account, but more to see it myself.

I suspect I have got into the field of fancy, and if I have, I

wish to be shown the way out. Pray favor me with your sen-

timents on this subject.

Your most sincere and affectionate friend,

M. Cutler.

\_From Rev. Dr. Belknap^

Dover, March 1, 1786.

3Iy Dear Sir:—Your very kind favor of the 10th ult. came

safe to hand. ... I thank you most sincerely for the

communication of Mr. Herschel's discoveries and other mat-

ters out of the R. Socy. Transactions, a work which I never

see. Should any thing else occur in that way, pray favor me

with it. I have a strong curiosity to know what is doing in

the literary world, and but very little opportunity to grat-

ify it.

How came vou to ask me to account for it, that the cold

should be greater at Hartford than at Ipswich on the 18th of

January ? I find by the papers it was greater still at New
York. Pray, how are we to account for this ? Is it a fact

that where there is a current of water there is a similar cur-

rent of air? If so, then, as Hartford and N. York are sit-

uated on large rivers, Avhose current is from the N., may not a

stream of cold air accompany those waters, and render the air

there more sharp at particular times than at places so remote

either way ? This is all a conjecture of my own, and if it should
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excite your laughter, you must take a part of the blame for

putting me on exposing myself thus.

I am very glad you have a Botanical Correspondent in Eu-

rope, and wish you may find one in America. As to the ques-

tion Avhich Dr. Stokes asks about swallows, and Avhich you de-

sire me to attend to, I can say nothing on my own knowledge
or observation. It is a received opinion, among those of our

country people who give themselves any trouble to think on

such matters, that swallows do not leave this for a warmer

climate, but remain in wet places. The chief foundation for

this opinion is, that they are always first seen in the spring

in low, marshy grounds, or near rivers. Two such places in

this town are remarkable for their first appearance. My
Father, Avho is fond of making observations of this kind, has

repeatedly assured me of the following fact : In the fall of

1774, when General Gage was making his first intrenchments

on Boston Neck (which, you know, is marshy ground), and

the people of the town were making bricks within a few rods,

my Father, Avith one of his neighbors, walked over to view

the w^orks, sometime in October, and observed several sAvalloAvs

flying thereabouts. This Avas tAvo months or more after the

usual time of their disappearing. The most obvious thought

on the matter is, that their haunts were encroached upon by
the British General

;
and well Avould it have been for him and

his master, who set him to Avork, if they had no greater mis-

chief to ansAA'er for than this ! Another thing I have often

heard him, i. e., my Father, say, which may give an hint for

the solution of another controverted point among Natural-

ists : When he was a young man, about fifty years ago, Avhile

the Work-house in Boston Avas building, he Avent up to the

scaffolds, which Avere just under the eaves, immediately after

a very heavy thunder-storm, and on those scaffolds] Avere a

vast number of little Toads, not bigger than one's finger-nail,

hopping about and falling to the ground. The inference is,

that they came doAvn in that shoAver, for, had they been brought
forth in the ground, or in Avater-puddles, how could they have

mounted the scaffolds ?

NoAV I have got started in the story-telling Avay, I will tell

VOL. 11.—16
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you something which I had from our worthy brother, Mr.

Whitwell, late of Marblehead. One winter during the war,

the people of that town being hard put to it for firing, made

an attack on a Cedar Swamp somewhere in the neighborhood,
and in the thickest part of it found great numbers of Robins

in a torpid state. You may acquaint yourself farther Avith this

fact by inqviiring of any intelligent person in that town. It

is said that a man in this town once shot a wild Pigeon in the

month of 3Iarch which had a green grape, undigested, in its

crop. Pray, how far off do you think he picked it at that

season? And how long was he flying here? How many sec-

onds intervene from the appearance of a flock of Pigeons on

one side of the horizon to their disappearance on the other ?

These are known to be birds of passage. Well, suppose Swal-

lows should be shot at their first appearance in the spring, and

no food be found in their crops, would not that determine the

question about their migration?
To pass from hence to the migration of nobler animals.

The Ohio lands have an attractive energy. Had you asked

Father Little the same question, he would have certainly re-

commended Penobscot as superior. His heart is much set on

the Eastern Country. But I must venture to difi'er from him

so much as to think it more eligible to get from under the

sweep of Ursa Major, and were I to emigrate, I should most

certainly set my face the same way that the Indians looked

for their Heaven, viz., S.W. But I should be loth to part with

my night-cap, and therefore should be rather cautious at pres-

ent how far I ventured into their Territory. All parts of

America have in their turn been subject to that inconvenience,

and it seems as if the Ohio Country was now more exposed
than any other to the depredations of those uncontrolled

Lords of the Desert. Were this difficulty out of the way, you
would have every inducement of a temporal nature in favor of

a removal. The best of land at a low price ! (But this will

doubtless rise.) No wintering of cattle ! Plenty of all the

necessary and desirable productions of the Earth! Room

enough for your hobby-horse to graze at pleasure, and to

canter away Jehu like !

The stories about the Indians may, for aught I know, be
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magnified, certainly there are great multitudes of people from

Pennsylvania, Jersey, NeAv York, etc., gone and going to

Kentucky. Either INIr. Rittenhouse or another gentleman who

came from thence (I forget which) said he met thousands of

people going there, and I heard the same repeatedly Avhile at

Philadelphia and on the road. If you desire any particular

inquiries, I can make them-for you, and will when you send me

a detail of them.

I am, dear sir,

Your friend and brother,

Jeremy Belknap.

Do n't forget the scale for the thermometer.'

\_To Rev. 3Ir. Belknap^

Ipswich, March 3, 1786.

Bear Sir :—When I first cast my eye over the scale of your

thermometer, I imagined you might apply a scale similar to

Fahrenheits, but, on further examination, suspect whether you
will be able to do it, except by placing Fahrenheit's thermom-

eter by the side of yours. The necessary data on your scale

will be two fixed points, that of freezing, and either that at

which spirits or water boil. Neither of these seem to be noted

on your scale with sufficient precision. I find on your scale

55° cold, 55° frost, and 77° hard frost. Is 65° the precise

point of freezing ? If it be, you have one of the necessary

fixed points given. But, then, you want another, viz., that of

boiling spirits or water which are not expressed, for from 7°

above to 5° is the region of extreme heat, and then 15° sultry,,

leaving it altogether uncertain at what point spirit and water

boil. There may be difficulty in determining the point at which

water boils in a spirit therrpometer, but there can be none in

ascertaining the point at which spirits boil. On Fahrenheit's

scale, freezing point is at 32°. Spirits boil at 175°, and water

at 212. These are the points from which the scale is gradu-

ated. Now, if you can find the point of freezing, and

that at which spirits boil on your scale, you can easily construct

and* apply one similar to Fahrenheit's, by extending the line

from off the scale of your thermometer at freezing point on to

your new scale, and do the same from the point at which
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spirits boil, then divide the space between these points into

143 equal parts, viz., the number of degrees between 32 and

175, and by continuing your equal divisions, you may go as far

above and below those points as you please. If you can sat-

isfy yourself with respect to the freezing point, I should sup-

pose you may ascertain that at which spirits boil by immers-

ing your thermometer in spirits, and producing heat sufficient

to make them boil. Care ought to be taken that all parts of

the spirits in your tube be equally heated by immersing the

tube nearly as far in the spirits as the spirits within the tube

Avill rise when the spirits without begins to boil. Your spirits

ought to be Avell rectified, for the more water they contain the

more heat will be required to make them boil, and conse-

quently the error will be so much the greater. You may rec-

tify your spirits (New England rum will answer) by dissolving

four ounces of alkaline salts (pearl-ash is commonly used) in

one quart, and so in proportion, if the quantity be greater or

less. A thought has this instant come into my mind, which

I wonder should not have occurred before. I see no difficulty

that can attend your immersing your thermometer in water

and then applying heat sufficient to cause the spirits to

boil in the tube. Carefully note the point on your scale, in-

crease the heat until your water boils, which will give you the

point corresponding to 212° on Fahrenheit's scale. Water, I

am sensible, can not acquire a heat above 212°, or that of

boiling, but I presume spirit confined in a tube, purified from

air, is capable of receiving a much greater heat than that of

water, as there is no possibility of evaporation. But this is

a branch of natural philosophy to which I have never very
much attended, and of which you have the best knowledge.

Fahrenheit's scale is frequently adjusted by Reaumur's

thermometer, and vice versa, which is easily done, because the

fixed points are given on both of them. By the wa}^ Reau-

mur's scale, on which freezing point, the only point Avhich

seems to be properly fixed in nature, is 0, and the number of

degrees ascend and descend, appears to me much more natural

than any that has been invented. But I think, however, it has

its faults. The principal one is, the largeness of the divisions.

If I remember right, Avater boils at 100°, which makes the dis-
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tance of tlic degrees much too great for nice experiments. In

one of the late volumes of the Transactions of the R. S. there

is a new improvement on thermometers. A thermometer on

a new construction has been invented by Mr. Wedgewood for

the purpose of ascertaining the degree of heat in which all

the difterent species of metals will fuse, and the scale so

graduated as to be connected with that of Fahrenheit's. I

would send you the principles and methods of construc-

tion as a curiosity, but I have not the volume at this time

by me.

It is much to be regretted that thermometer and barome-

ter tubes are not made in this country, and in this part of it.

I am persuaded glass-works, Avere they undertaken by some

person or persons of property, and under the direction of a

workman who was well acquainted with the business, might be

made very profitable to the proprietors, and of general utility.

It is an employment that requires few hands, we have the ma-

terials in plenty, and the consumption of the various kinds of

glassware is very great. At such works Ave might be furnished

with a great variety of glass philosophical instruments, for

which Ave are noAV obliged to send to Europe, or go Avithout

them. Might not this business be carried on to advantage at

Dover or Portsmouth?

I thank you for your kind exertions to procure me a bo-

tanical correspondent at the soutliAvard. I have thought of

requesting the favor of Mr. Hazard of applying to the Cap-
tain of the next ship that shall sail for the East Indies, and

desire him to procure the seeds of certain vegetable produc-

tions, natives of that country. The varnish tree Avill, Avith-

out the least doubt, flourish here
;
and I am much inclined to

believe one if not two species of tea Avill groAv Avith us. Prob-

ably in the Ohio Country it might be propagated to great ad-

vantage. Not having any personal acquaintance Avith Mr.

Hazard, I feel some reluctance to make the request.

I am, dear sir,

Most sincerely yours,

M, CUTLEK.
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[To Rev. Dr. Belknap.']

Ipswich, April 1, 1786.

My Bear Friend :— . . . We have so many facts and

circumstances related of swallows being found in the mud in

the winter, or seen to come out of it in the spring, that there

seems to he no ground to doubt whether they are birds of

passage or not. The most incontestible proof of their retreat

into the mud in the fall is a fact related by Mr. Dexter,* in a

paper printed in our Memoirs, Avhich you will soon see, and

another I have received from Prof. Williams, who assures me
that a few winters ago he had several swallow^s brought (to

him, which he carefully examined) by a person who said he

found them in the mud on the side of a pond not far from

Cambridge. The toads you mention on the scaifold is a curious

matter, but the common opinion of their falling from the clouds

in rain can not, I believe, be very easily supported on philo-

sophical principles, . . , Might not the small toads found

on the scaffold be of the species called tree toads, Avhich you
know will ascend trees ? And may not those toads and frogs

we commonly see hopping about after a shower be invited

abroad from the places of their retreat in dry weather by the

cool, moist state of the air, and the descent of rain, or in

search of food?

The Memoirs of the Academy are now ready to be delivered

to subscribers, but I have not yet received any of them from

the printers. As soon as they come to hand, I will forward a

volume to jou. Mrs. Cutler joins me in kind respects to you
and Mrs. Belknap.

I am your most affectionate friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

* Hon. Siimuel Dexter, LL.D., in a paper published in the Memoirs
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, volume 1, relates, upon
the authority of Judge Foster, of Brooktield, that when a certain pond
was drained in that season of the year when swallows first appear, a

multitude of swallows disengaged themselves from the mud in the

bottom; and gives other reasons for his belief that the mud is their

winter resting-place.
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[To Rev. Dr. Belknap. '[

Ipswich, July 25, 1786.

Dear Sir:— . . . Mr. Samuel Vaughan, Jr., of Phila-

delphia, called on me lately, to inform me of his determination

to visit the White Mountains, and to consult about the matter.

The season being too far advanced for a visit this summer,
Mr. Vaughan proposes to send to Europe in the fall for every
kind of instrument we may want, which will arrive in the

spring. About midsummer, a tour is proposed, but I wish to

consult you, and hope for the pleasure of your company. I

saw Colonel Waters the day after commencement, and desired

him to put himself in readiness. He appeared much pleased,

and proposes to provide well in comfortables for the journey.
Mr. Vaughan has been at the Eastward for several weeks. He
returned last week to Boston, and proposed another tour east

in about a fortnight, but he informed me yesterday by letter

that he was going on to Philadelphia. He is, however, to re-

turn soon, and will be at Pownalboro' on the 28th of August,
when a quantity of land belonging to his father is to be sold

at that place. In this journey, he intends to call on you. He
has made the tour of Europe, and appears to be acquainted
with many distinguished literary characters in the countries

through which he traveled. Mineralogy has been his favorite

study. He has furnished himself with the best apparatus ever

imported into America, and, I presume, is well acquainted with

the subject. He seems to have a truly philosophic mind, and

appears sensible, curious, and very agreeable. He Avrites me
that Count Castiglioni is now at Philadelphia, and has been

much delighted Avith his tour to the Southern States. He
went as far as Savannah, and returned behind the Blue

Mountains. He stays till the beginning of August in Phila-

delphia, when he proceeds to New York and Rhode Island,

and embarks for Europe in November.

Mr. Guild, in his late tour to the SouthAvard, procured me a

pamphlet entitled Arhustruni Americanum, by Humphrey
Marshall, of Chester County, in Pennsylvania. It is a de-

scription of the native forest trees and shrubs of the American

United States, alphabetically arranged. He has given the
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generic and specific characters, and mentioned the class and

order to which they belong, according to the Linnaean system.
I have not had time to peruse it, but have no doubt of his

being well acquainted with the Linnsean Botany. Pray let

me hear from you by the first opportunity, and be assured

that I am,

Your most affectionate friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

[To Rev. Br. Belknap.]

Ipswich, 3Iarch 6, 1789.

Bear Sir :— . . . While I was at Muskingum, I en-

deavored to obtain every information possible respecting the

ancient works. The most material relates to their antiquity.

But the minutes I made are interspersed among a great num-

ber of others on different subjects, though mostly botanical.

Such have been the constant demands on my time since my
return, that I have not yet so much as cast my eye over them-

They are too much in a chaotic state to attempt, at this time,

to give you any thing from them. We attended with the most

scrupulous exactness to the ages of the trees, and in a manner

that might give an account of them the fullest authenticity.

It can be proved, beyond the possibility of doubt, that those

works were of a much earlier date than the discovery of

America by Columbus, Avhich may put an end to the dispute

about Fernando de Soio."^' It is my intention, as I think the

evidence of their antiquity ought to be preserved, to commu-

nicate an account of the matter, either to the American

Academy or the Society at Philadelphia. I should have done

it before this time, had it not been that some measurements of

some particular parts of the works which I supposed it neces-

sary to preserve, which General Putnam engaged to complete
and forward, are not yet come to hand. As soon as I can get

an opportunity to overhaul my papers, I will send you some

account of the minutes I have made, and will put into your
hands the paper I mean to communicate.

There is, as you have probably heard, a new hypothesis

*N()ah Webster had published a series of papers to prove that tlie

ancient works, found in so many places in the Mississippi Valley, were

built by De Soto.
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prevalent in the Western Country, though I believe started

first in Scotland, by Dr. Barton, respecting the design of those

ancient Avorks—that they were not intended for military, but

religious purposes. To me, however, there appears not much

gi'ound for the conjecture. The military gentlemen at Mus-

kingum have given up the former opinion, that they were

works of defense, and strongly advocate the new hypothesis.

I was the only one, I believe, on the ground that dissented.

It struck me as rather curious that military gentlemen should

contend that they were constructed for religious purposes, and

a clergyman that they were works of defense—opinions so

contrary to their professional prejudices.

Have you met with any account of the ancient method of

burying the dead in the eastern parts of Asia ? Have mounds

or tumuli been noticed in that part of the world ? Where can

I find any account of the manners and customs of the people

bordering on the straits between Asia and America? Have

you seen any particular account of the mounds and tumuli in

Denmark and Norway? Of those in Ireland and Scotland, I

have got all the information I wish for. You will much oblige

me by giving me any information relating to these matters, or

directing me where to find it.

Yours, most sincerely,

M. Cutler.

[From Rev. Br. Belknap^

Boston, March 13, 1789.

My Bear Sir :
—

Yesterday I received your favor of the 6th

inst., but before I say any thing in answer to it, I will tran-

scribe for you part of a letter from Winthrop Sargent, at Ma-

rietta, to Mr. Daniel Sargent, which he sent me last evening

for my perusal. It is in the form of a diary :

"
Saturday, the 10th of January, 1789, departed this life,

after a lingering illness, James Mitchell Varnum, Esq., one of

the Judges of this Territory.

"This day terminated the Indian business confirming the

boundaries of lands to which their claims are extinguished as

settled at Mcintosh in 1785. The treaty was signed by the

chiefs present of the Senecas and Five Nations, the Wyan-
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dots, Delawares, Chippewas, Ottawas, Munsees, Pottawatimes,
and Sacks, to the nuraber of about 24. Upon this occasion

the Directors and Agents, together with the citizens of Ma-

rietta, will give a dinner to the chiefs, which, as far as it re-

spects tlie Indians, is to be at the expense of the Ohio Com-

pany. Gentlemen dining with them to pay their club."

Cop^ of the Invitatio7i Directed to the Linguists.

"You are requested to inform the Wyandots, etc., that we

are desirous of celebrating the good work which the Great

Spirit has permitted our father, the Governor, with our brothers,

General Butler and their sachems and chiefs, so happily to ac-

complish. For which purpose Ave Avill prepare an entertain-

ment on Monday next at 2 o'clock, and our brothers, the sa-

chems'and chiefs, to whom we now send tokens, are requested
to attend at that time, that we may in friendship and as true

brothers eat and drink together, and smoke the pipe of ever-

lasting peace, and evidence to the whole world how bright and

strong is that chain which the thirteen United States hold safe

at one end and the Wyandots, etc., at the other. We are

very sorry that we can not entertain all our brothers, together

with their toives and children, but as we have come into this

country, from a very long way, some of us 40 or 50 days' jour-

ney toward the sun-rising, and could not bring much pro-

vision along with us, it is now out of our power. We trust

the Great Spirit will permit us to plant and gather our corn,

and increase our stores, and that their children and children's

children may be told how much we shall always rejoice to make

glad their hearts when they come to see us."

"
Tuesday ISth was buried Judge Varnum.

Order of the Procession.

Captain Zeigler, with 70 rank and file from the Garrison of Fort

Hainiar.

Four ]\Iarshals, viz:

Mr. Whenton, boarina the sword
and military commissions of

the deceased on a mourning
cushion.

Mr. Mayiiew, bearing the Diplo-
ma of the Order of Cincinnati

on a mourning cushion.

t I

Mr. Lord, bearing the civil com-
mi.-^sion on a mourning cush-

ion.

Mr. Fearing, with the insignia
of Masonry on a mourning
cushion.
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Corpse.
Griffin Green, Esq. f^ Judge Crary.

Judge Tupper. p4 Judge Putnam.

Secretary. || j
Judge Parsons.

[Major Winthrop Sargent.] aJ

Mourners, Two and Two.

Citizens,
Indian chiefs,
Militia officers.

Officers of P^ort Harmar,
"

Civil officers,
" "

Cincinnati,

Masons,

Thus far Major Sargent's Diary.

I will make the inquiries Avhich you desire, and shall be

highly gratified by being the medium of communication as you

propose, but let it be made to our Academy, and let us have

also your botanical researches, unless you should choose to

publish them in a book of your own. This may perhaps

yield you some profit, and I think you deserve some recom-

pense for your labors. ... I am inclined to your opin-
ion concerning the works at Muskingum, and other places,

though the circular tumuli are undoubtedly sepulchral.

Have you seen Jefferson's notes, in which he speaks of the

opening of one in Virginia ? The contrast between your

opinion and that of the military gentlemen is rather curious,

but do you not recollect that gunpowder was invented by a

monk, and printing by a soldier ? Did I tell you Kirkland's

account of the tradition of the Senecas, concerning similar

works remaining in their country ?

Mr. [Nathan] Dane, of Beverly, can tell you of an opinion
started by, I think, a Colonel Symmes, concerning an ancient

population, and migration of the Indians of North America.

I heard him speak of it at Gov. B—'s table last fall.

As to the manners and customs of the inhabitants of the

eastern parts of Asia, I suppose Bell's travels through

Tartary and China will furnish some Hints. I have seen only
an abridgment of the work, and that some years ago. Perhaps
Muller's voyages might be some help. The most recent, if not
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most perfect, account of the straits between America and

Asia is in Cook's last voyage. Concerning Denmark and Nor-

Avay, you may consult Coxe's travels and Pontoppidan Bp. of

Bergen's Nat. History. These are both in the college librai-y,

and I expect to get the former pretty soon, and if there is

any thing of the kind you want I Avill notice and extract it.

By my friend. Captain Magee, lately gone to China, I have

sent for the seeds of the Japan varnish tree, concerning which

you wrote to me some time ago. I have also given him a

memorandum of certain marine productions and aquatic birds,

and particularly charged him to inquire for the Bird of Para-

dise at Batavia.

He will not probably return till next August twelve month.

He is a very curious, intelligent, and obliging man.

It is probable that Judge Dana, who has been in Russia,

ma}' be able to give some account, or direct to some work

wherein may be found some account, of Siberia and Tartary.

He once showed me a book containing the various habifs of

the people, subjects of the Russian Empire, delineated and

printed with great accuracy.
There is a folio history of Kamschatka. I once saw it

sold at a vendue, but I knew not the name of the author, nor

the merit of the work. You must come and spend a day at

Cambridge and hunt the catalogues and alcoves. I suppose

you may have any book, by leave of the corporation, if you
are engaged in composing a literary Avork.

We have lately had a new Professorship instituted for

Natural Religion and Civil Government, by the executors of

Colonel Alford, to be called after him. The revenue is now

about £90 plum, to be increased by funding.

Respects to Mrs. Cutler.

Your affectionate brother,

Jere. Belknap.

[To Rev. Dr. Bdkyiap.]

Ipswich, 3Iarch 19, 1789.

Ml/ Dear Sir :— ... I thank you for the kind offer

to make the inquiries I requested. I fear I have draAvn too

largely on your friendship. Y^ou must protest when the bills
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are too high. You mentioned Kirklancl's account in a former

letter. Mounds of earth are frequent in every part of the

Western Country that has yet been explored, if the accounts

of hunters may be relied on. Some of those I conversed with

were undoubtedly men of probity, and they generally agreed

in this matter. Regular banks of earth are found in many

places. Several regular, works are found in Kentucky, of

very considerable magnitude. But those at Muskingum ex-

ceed any that have yet been found. The number of people

that once inhabited this spot must have been immense, if we

judge only from the quantity of labor those works cost. It

was probably the Imperial City, and the Emporium of the

country. I am in doubt whether any dependence is to be

made on Indian tradition respecting them, though many of

them pretend to some knowledge about them. I am inclined

to think their ideas of the original design of those works have

rather been handed to them by the Europeans and Americans

with whom they have been conversant, than from their own

ancestors. I conversed frequently with an Indian chief of

the Seneca tribe, between 80 and 90 years of age. He w\as a

distinguished character among the Indians for his strict ve-

racity, as well as for martial achievements, and one of their

greatest orators. I was surprised to see a man of that age
with so much sprightliness about him—his body erect, and

countenance rather florid
;
and yet marks of senility were

more evident on his body than in his mind. He was eccentric

as an Indian, for he did not get drunk. On inquiring of him

about those ancient works, he said he could not tell who made

them, nor for what purpose they were made. It was done a

great while ago, and all the Indians had forgotten what they
were for. They Avere to be met with in the various parts of

the country where he had been. I asked him if the dead Avere

not put into those high mounds, and if the high banks of the

squares were not for defense? He said he believed so, but

did not know. In short, he seemed to make a point of con-

fessing that the Indians kuew nothing about them by tradition.

When I had examined the trees, I was fully satisfied that the

confession of the Seneca chief was honest, that those works

were of too early a date to have any thing material respecting
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them preserved to this time bj the natives. I intended to

have said nothing to you of the age of the trees, vmtil I could

get leisure to collect and arrange my minutes, and give you
the ^vhole matter in detail. But, as I have now involuntarily
mentioned them, I will just observe that trees were found

upon the works in every possible period of existence, from

the present year's growth from the seed, to a state of decay
so far advanced as only to be traced by the vacuities and de-

pressions in the ground, where they once stood, and their

moldering bodies under the leaves. But nothing more than

conjecture could be derived from the trees that were dead or

fallen. Those in a growing state which bore the greatest
marks of age were found to be hollow at the heart. Thrifty
trees only were found to be entirely sound. I was therefore

reduced to the necessity of making a calculation, but from

such data as Avill not be disputed. The oldest tree that was

sound at the heart had nearly 300 circles well defined—very

thrifty, and evidently not arrived to a middle state of exist-

ence, accidertts excepted. The oldest that was growing was a

tulip tree, called in the country the white poplar, and which

General Putnam, in his account of the settlement, published
in a late paper, erroneously calls a poplar or aspen. It had a

pretty large hollow, but I think it will appear sufficiently evi-

dent, when the data and calculation is attended to, that it

must have been 600 years of age. That the circles are an-

nual growths is a fact that has long been established. But, to

satisfy myself, I examined a large number of young pawpaws,
from one to eight years of age. Their age is easily known by
a particular kind of joint in the trunk, which terminates every

year's growth (or, rather, marks the beginning of the new

year's growth), until they are ten or twelve years of age. In

all, I found the circles to correspond Avith the joints in the

trunk.

If conjecture were to be indulged, on a careful view of the

stumps of the trees that were living, and on the traces of de-

cayed trees as they appeared when I was on the ground, the

date of the works would be carried back as much as a thous-

and years. And nothing appears but that they might have

been erected at a much earlier period even than that.
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Colonel Symmes may have started a very rational opinion,

for aiiiTlit I know, to Mr. Dane. I have heard several of his

conjectures mentioned, which did not reflect much honor upon
his abilities. Credulity has been mentioned by his friends as

a distinguished trait in his character. However, I thank you
for the information, and shall inquire of Mr. Dane. I have

seen Jefferson's Notes. Muller's Voyages I believe I can get
in Salem. Cook's last voyage I have never seen, nor do I

know who is the owner. The other books you mention i have

not seen, nor do I know where to find them. I think it is

probable Judge Dana may be able to give some information,

and I believe I shall take the liberty to inquire of him.

I hope the seeds you have sent for by Captain Magee will

arrive. My friend, Mr. S. Vaughan, Jr., has sent me a box

of seeds, collected from the East and West Indies
; among

them Bohea and Hyson Tea, and what he calls a third species

of tea, though Botanists have made only two, Bengal moun-
tain rice, Bastard Bread-fruit from the Isle of France, Pain

de singer Lausania, remarkable for its flower and perfume.
Gum Arabic, Square Pea, and Cherry Pea of Pondicherry, etc.

The corporation have permitted me, for several years, to

take books from the library. I wish to spend a few days at

Cambridge and Boston, but when, I can not say. I intend to

begin my botanical rambles as soon as spring opens, which

will occupy my time for the summer, and until then I must be

very busy about family and other matters. My respects to

Mrs. B. and family.

Your aifectionate friend and brother,

M. Cutler.

\_F7'oni Rev. Dr. Belknap^^

Boston, October 21, 1789.

Dear Sir:—I have not forgot, tho' I have not yet performed,

my promise to give you some thoughts on the formation of a

seminary of learning. Inclosed I send you the plan of an

academy at Manchester, in England, in which you will find

some valuable hints. What^I have else to say, I shall say in

as few words as possible.

I am not fond of monastic customs, separate buildings, and

eating in common. Boys are better when they reside in sober
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families than Avhen they are allo-\ved to keep a chamber, have

furniture, and live by themselves. In this case they are too

much exposed to temptations, associate more in gangs, are

riotous and ungovernable, and keep bad hours. Their imma-

ture age is an insuperable objection to their having so much

the direction of themselves. They ought to be under family

government, either in the houses of their parents, or such per-

sons as their parents can confide in. This ^vould save a great

deal of trouble to the Instructors, and one usual Ofiicer in a

College, viz., a steward, would be unnecessary.
As to discipline, there is enough in the Manchester plan

to answer the end
;
and you Avill observe there are no pecu-

niary mulcts, which are in fact a tax upon the parent, and

only a punishment to the child, as the parent thereby becomes

acquainted with his misdemeanors. If crimes are committed

by students which are punishable by the civil law, it will be

more proper in certain cases to let that take its course

than to have penal statutes against the same crimes; but,

if private admonition will reclaim, there is no need of hav-

ing recourse to either. Let citizens and students be un-

der the same laws, and more peace and less jealousy will

be the consequence than if they are under separate juris-

dictions.

A Seminary ought, as far as possible, to stand on its OAvn

foundation in regard to pecuniary support; but, if it has not

a sufliciency, it is far better to recur to the friends of the

children who are educated than to any Legislative or other

public bodies. From them it is not easily obtained. I hope

yours will have a landed Interest, and. that in time it will be

productive.

If you think of any other particulars upon which I can

give you any advice or information
; or, if you would wish

any farther enlargement on any of these hints which I have

now given, I will attend to your request.

I called on Dr. Fisher, and asked him about Charlevoix's

Travels, which I lent him four years ago. He said that he

had delivered the book to you, to be returned to me. I

wish you would look it up, and let me have it, as it is a

borrowed one. I ought to have returned it long ago.
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In the prosecution of my history of New Hampshire, I shall

have to ask you some questions in the Natural History way,
I am not at present prepared ;

hut when I am, shall write to

YOU.

Pray, let us have the pleasure of seeing you again this

fall—perhaps at Carahridge next Academy meeting.
With respects to Mrs. Ciitler, I am, dear sir,

Your friend and brother,

The Eev. Manasseh Cutler. Jere. Belknap.

Boston, 3Iay 30, 1792.

Sir:—I ha\e the pleasure of informing you that the His-

torical Society have done themselves the Honor of electing

you one of their members. In their name, I ask your ac-

ceptance of tlie election, and that you will unite your efforts

Avith theirs to promote the valuable purpose of the institution.

I inclose to you a copy of the Constitution of the Society
and of their circular Letter, and am, sir.

With much respect, your very humble servant,

Jeremy Belknap,

Corrci<ponding Secretary.

The Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D.

Ipswich, June 26, 1792.

3Iij Dear Sir :
—I am favored with yours of May the 30th,

informing me that I have been elected a member of the His-

torical Society. The Honor done me by a Society so respect-

able sensibly impresses my mind, and induces me not to de-

cline an acceptance, though I very much fear it will not be in

my power to afford the least aid to the design of the institu-

tion. If, at any time, I should be able to contribute the small-

est mite, it will give me much pleasure.

Sincerely wishing your exertions may be as successful as

your views are laudable,

I have the honor to be, with much respect, sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

Rev. Jeremy Belknap, M. Cutler.

Secy. Hist. Society.

vol. II.—17
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Dr. Cutler took great interest in the Historical Society, and

was always watchful to promote its object, by securing addi-

tions to its library and cabinet. He usually attended its meet-

ings. Of one of these he gives this account :

'-'July 30, 1793. The Historical Society met at 7 o'clock in

the morning, at Faneuil Hall, and adjourned to Governor's

Island. We went down in a large boat, dined there, and spent
the day very agreeably. When we returned in the evening,

set me ashore at Winnissimet—I came home."
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CHAPTER XX.

Correspondence with Dr. StoiTes, Mrs. Merry, Mr. •Vaughan, Baron

Hermeun, Dr. Bartox, Dr. Muiir^KNBURG, Mr. Sticknky, Count Cas-

TiGi.ioNi, Mr. Paykcll, Dr. Swartz, Hon. John Davis, Lord Valen-

TiA, Judge Parsons, Prof. C. F. Rafinesque, Timothy Pickering,

Ephraim Cutler.

\_From Dr. Jonathan Stokes.'^'\

Stourbridge, Worcestershire, Eng., Aug. 17, 1785.

Sir :—Your favor of June 28th, which I received yesterday,
has proved the source of many pleasing reflections.

There is no country in the world, next to my own, to which

I feel myself so strongly attached, or in whose well-doing I

am so much interested, as that of which you, sir, are a citizen.

Long may you be United States. The name, alas ! will long
remind us with regret that we are no longer one people ;

but

I trust we shall still be united in one general interest for the

natural liberties of man, for the improvement of his moral and

intellectual faculties, and for the promotion of every art and

science which can tend to preserve or augment his happiness.

As a citizen of the world, let me congratulate you, sir, on the

noble field Avhich lies before you, on the interesting objects

you have in view, in the patronage of an enlightened people.

As an individual, let me return you my sincere thanks for the

liberal communications which you offer, and truly happy shall

I esteem myself, if, at this distance, I can be able to con-

tribute any thing toward the great ends which you have in

view, and pleasing is the reflection that Ave have thus discov-

ered a new and unexpected point of union.

It would give me pleasure to see the vegetable subjects of

^Jonathan Stokes was a botanist of note, contemporary with With-

ering, whom he assisted in preparing his works. He was the author

of a botanical Materia Medica, which was published in London in 1812.

In the southern states there is a plant belonging to the Compositse,
named Stokesia Cynea, in honor of Dr. Stokes.— C. G. Lloyd.
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the once British Empire united under one botanical legislature,

but as it is, perhaps, for the happiness of the whole that an

Empire which, like Rome, might have grown too unwieldy for

itself, as well as too formidable for the rest of mankind, should

separate, I can not help thinking that the diffusion of botanical

knowledge will be accelerated by keeping our Flora distinct.

I have had it some time in contemplation to extend the plan,

at least, of the Botanical Arrangement, to the plants cultivated

in these isles
;
but the liberal offers of assistance which I have

had the pleasure to receive from you, will induce me to con-

tract my views on the one side, to be enabled to take advan-

tage of the new field which you have opened me, of native

specimens, and of North American plants not cultivated in

these kingdoms. I propose, therefore, if it meets with your

approbation, as soon as we shall have completed the Botanical

Arrangement, to begin with an examination of all such plants

that I may have in my herbarium, or of which I shall be able

to procure living specimens, which are supposed to be natives

of N. America, translating all that Linnieus has given on the

subject, with a collection of synonyms at full length, with all

the observations, medical and economical, to be collected from

authors. Such a work, I am persuaded, would be useful to

both countries ;
but though even it should be enriched by you,

it can only be regarded as an essay. A complete Flora of

North America is a work which the public can only expect

from you, and the observations of a series of years. But,

though not complete, it will be useful, and be, perhaps, the

best means of rendering it complete. ... I am happy
to hear of the safe arrival of Count Castiglioni. I found him

the character you describe, and regretted much that he did

not fulfill the promise he made us of repeating his visit. He
is what I would call a botanist of sound principles. He has

studied the philosophy of Botany with great attention, and

seems to have escaped most of the foibles of his immediate

master, Scopoli, who is, I think, not less fond of saying some-

thing Avhich shall appear new, than of discovering what is

really so.

I am apprehensive I spoke too freely to the Count of my
opinion of his master. I am fully sensible of the merits of



Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler. 261

Scopoli, who has deserved much, but I can not approve of his

leading away the attention of the young botanist from tlie se-

vere distinctive characters of Linnreus to his own picturesque

but often vague diagnosis.

North America has hitherto been Linnsean, and I trust will

not be retarded in its progress by absurd national partiality,

even for the good and excellent Ray, or be dazzled by the ill-

timed eloquence of the French Zoologist. But, though I re-

vere Linnaeus, the sexual system is, with me, one of the least

of his merits. I would adhere to it,
" but I will hold it so

loosely," to borrow an expression from a little Avork of Mrs.

Stokes, which was the happy means of introducing her to Mr.

Eliot,
" as not to be hurt by its thorns."

The sexual system is a bond of union. It has tended much

to give universality to one system, Avhich, like establishment

and corporations, is of use for a time, but a too rigid adher-

ence to its principles tends to lead us to separate natural

genera. Of this, my long to be regretted friend, the younger

Linnaeus, was fully sensible. His first object was to keep the

natural assemblages together, as this is the great use and end

of all arrangement. Easy investigation is a secondary con-

sideration, as exceptions in the synopsis of the genera at the

head of the classes will supply all deficiencies of that kind.

Linnaeus has, in compliance with the usage of former botanists,

and often in conformity with the sexual distinctions, often

multiplied genera unnecessarily. ... I should be glad

to learn whether any of the Swallow genus have ever been

discovered during the winter in a torpid state, and in particu-

lar, under v^^ater, and to be informed what the prevailing opin-

ion is respecting the habitation of these birds during the

winter. The hypothesis of migration has been much weakened

in Europe by the doubts which have been raised respecting

the assertion of Mr. Adanson respecting his having seen the

European Swallow at Senegal. Mr. Adanson complained to

me, when at Paris, of Mr. Barrington's treatment of him. I

inquired whether he had brought over any specimens of the

species which he called the Swallow of Europe, to which he

replied that he had deposited one of them in th^ King's cab-

inet. Then I applied to M. Dauberton, the you. ger, for a
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sight of it, but was not so fortunate as to succeed in my ap-

plication. The reasons alleged by Mr. Barrington convince

me it was not the Hirendo nestica, but the Chimney Swallow,
that he saw. The great extent of latitude occupied by the

United States will, perhaps, enable your Philosophical Societies

to ascertain the nature of the Swallows better than we can in

Europe, stopped, as we are, by the Mediterranean and the

uncivilized state of Africa.

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

Jonathan Stokes.

[To Br. Stokes.]

Ipswich (State of Massachusetts), Oct. 30, 1786.

Dear Sir:—Your kind favor of August 1st I had the pleas-

ure of receiving the 14th inst. I am much obliged by the

particular description you give me of your method of pre-

serving specimens, and the attention you have paid to those I

sent you.

The small compass to which it was necessary to reduce

those I sent you, prevented sending some of them as large as

I should otherwise have done. I must beg leave still to be-

lieve we have it yet in our power to distinguish with great

certainty our native vegetable productions from those exotics

which have been introduced since Columbus discovered the

Continent. If we went back to a much earlier period, and

suppose this country was inhabited by a civilized people many
centuries before the Columbian discovery, which some late

discoveries strongly indicate, we must be involved in uncer-

tainty ; but, upon this supposition, we may have as good a

claim to the Athenian title of auToynoi^s^, as any other coun-

try. I presume, however, you refer only to the impossibility

of distinguishing the natives from those that have been intro-

duced from the other side of the Atlantic, and become natu-

ralized, since the country has been settled by Europeans.

Those, I have no doubt, we have it in our power to distinguish.

Consider, my friend, the vast tract of wilderness which lies

between the present settlements and the western ocean. In

every parallel of latitude, from the southern to the northern
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boundaries of the United States, an uncultivated country ex-

tends for many hundreds, nay thousands of miles to the west-

ward, covered with immense forests, unfrequented, and indeed,

much unknown to the present European American inhabitants.

The present settlements extend comparatively but a very little

way from the sea-coast. It will surely be admitted that trees

found in large forests, and- in numerous places, whether of the

same species of other countries or not, are indigenous.

Can it be questioned whether grasses and other vegetables

are natives, which are found for many hundreds of miles back

of settlements, on land that has been accidentally cleared of

woods, in open swamps, and on the banks of rivers and lakes,

etc., and in various parts of the wilderness ?

In new plantations, 50 or 100 miles from settlements, may
we not conclude, without hesitation, that those vegetable pro-

ductions are native which immediately spring up in abundance,

the seeds of which it can be made very certain were not con-

veyed by the settlers, for three or four of the first years ?

Should it be said that birds of passage may spread the seeds

of naturalized plants in the Avilderness, it may be answered

that their flights are not in parallels of latitude, but, alter-

nately, from colder to warmer climates.

Neither is there probability that those seeds which Nature

has formed for being wafted by the winds are carried far, in

this country, in a western direction
;
for easterly winds are

not frequent, never last many hours, are generally attended

with excessive rains. North America, from the latitude of the

most southern to that of the most nortliern boundaries of the

United States, even including Canada, is so circumstanced at

the present time, as leaves little more doubt of the possibility

of distinguishing between the native and naturalized plants

notv, than at the first discovery ;
but I readily admit there is

very little probability of its being asserted, for it requires
much labor and attention, and so few are disposed, and so

small is the encouragement, at present, for such kinds of ex-

ertions, that no person will be induced to attempt it with the

necessary caution and accuracy.
You observe that the "

greater part of the grain and hay

growing in America have been imported from Europe." Of
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grain, we consider only the Indian corn as indigenous. Of

grasses, very few kinds are cultivated in the Northern States.

The red and white clover, one or two species of Herd-grass,
or Sextait, are the principal.

The two species of trefoil undoubtedly are native, for they
abound in new settlements in the eastern, northern, and west-

ern parts of N. England ; they are the first grasses that ap-

pear in the uplands after they are cleared
; pastures and fields

are covered w4th them the second and third years after the

growth of the wood is removed, where the seed has not been

introduced, and are found many hundred miles in the wilder-

ness to the w^estward. The herd's grass is said to have been

found growing native far back in the wilderness, but I am not

certain of its being a fact
; perhaps these may be different

species from the European. Foivl meadow-grasn is cultivated

in wet meadows, produces great crops, and makes good cut-

hay for cows. It was certainly in the country when discov-

ered by Europeans, for the first emigrants from Europe, who

landed at Plymouth (where the first settlement was made in

this state), found it, the second summer, in a very large

meadow, in Dedham. The meadow was full of this grass, and

the growth most luxuriant. It is said not to have been found

growing native in any other meadow in this part of the coun-

try, but has since been cultivated through the N. England
States.

This meadow afforded the first settlers in that vicinity a

great plenty of good hay, and still exceeds any other in the

quantity it produces without the least cultivation. In the

spring and autumn, when the river which runs through it

overflowed its banks, it was observed by the first settlers to

abound with water-fowl, hence it was called fowl-meadow, and

the grass foivl meadow-grass. The seeds of this grass have

been sent to Europe—have been cultivated in France. We
have several species of grass, generall}^ known by the name

of English grass, which have been cultivated, but are now

much neglected. They are, however, very much spread over

the old settlements, but are not to be found in the new planta-

tions, only where seed has been introduced. These naturalized

plants may, with little difficulty, be distinguished from na-
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lives. It was fully my intention to have examined the grasses

and plants of the cri/pt. class, and to have preserved speci-

mens, but some unexpected domestic affairs crowded upon
me early in the spring, and unavoidably employed so much

of my time as to oblige mc totally to give up botanical pur-

suits for the season.

I have therefore done so little in the investigation of grasses,

that I shall not attempt to give you any particular account of

them, nor can I send, you specimens, but expect to be able to

convince you that the number of native grasses can not be

much inferior to that of other countries.

It has not been in my power to pay that attention to the

vegetables of this country, which is absolutely necessary to

distinguish with accuracy the naturalized from the natives.

No botanist can do this without frequent excursions into re-

mote plantations and various parts of the wilderness.

For want of time and opportunity to explore parts more re-

niote, I doubt not a number may be inserted in my paper as

natives Avhich it will be found are not
;
but still I have no

idea of any insuperable difficulties in making the distinctions.

It has been no small mortification to me not to have ex-

amined plants of the crypt, class the last summer, especially as

you wish for specimens. In the spring I collected a small

number of Ferns, but not having it in my power to take proper
care of them they were spoiled.

On receiving your letter, I immediately made a collection

of such as I could find. Unfortunately we liisd just before

two or three pretty severe frosts, which wholly destroyed

many Ferns. When collecting the Ferns it did not occur to

me that the flowers of some of them were found at the roots,

and that in some instances specific characters are taken from

the roots. How far either is the case in these I send vou, I

am unable to say, for I have not been able to examine them

with any attention, nor have I attempted to arrange them.

You will find among the Ferns, I presume, and perhaps

among the others, that each member is not a different species,
but as they were found in different places, and suspected,
different species, or, at least, varieties, I have packed them

separately.
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This collection was made in great haste, and only within the

compass of 3 or 4 miles, it therefore contains but a small part
of our crypt, plants; besides, many in the same limits, were

not in a state for collecting specimens. I have reserved sim-

ilar specimens, numbered with the same numbers, and beg you
to be so kind as to inform me what you find them to be.

" In my specimens I always notice on the label the place
where it was gathered." I always do the same. In my botan-

ical paper it is mentioned in the introductory part that the

most of the plants were found growing within the compass of

a few miles
;

to all those that were found at a greater dis-

tance, the name of the place of growth is added. This I

supposed to be sufficiently particular in a publication of this

kind.
" The English names should be distinguished as European

or American." There has been so much confusion in the ap-

plication of English names to American plants, that the Brit-

ish Am. names can be distinguished only by British catalogues.

Some note of distinction might be made in publications, but

perhaps would not be in every instance strictly just.
" The titles of order, class, and genera should form a part

of the runnins; title." Such a running; title as this was in-

tended, and prepared, but my distance from the press rendered

it impracticable for me to correct the sheets, and from the dif-

ficulties that liad attended the preceding papers, I had rea-

son to expect gross mistakes, which induced me to omit it.

" In your account of the virtues, it would be agreeable to

us on this side the Atlantic to know precisely what is from

American and what from European information." It is not

possible to know with precision from whence such informa-

tion is obtained, except in a few instances. It may be well

known that certain plants are employed for certain purposes,
and if such virtues are to be found in European authors, it

may be presumed that the information was derived from them,

but it will be by no means certain. In some instances, we are

w^ell assured, the information is from the aborigines ;
in a few

others, that it is from the American inhabitants ; but, in gen-

eral, we are unable to determine. In my account I have
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mentioned from whence the information was derived, so far

as I was assured of it.

The Indian physicians, wlio have the best knowledge of the

virtues of plants, by being conversant with Americans, have ob-

tained a smattering of the uses to Avhich Europeans and Ameri-

cans have applied them, and have so blended this knoAvledge

with their own, that I frequently find it very difficult to dis-

criminate, in my attempts to ascertain the properties and uses

of vegetable productions which the natives themselves had

discovered.

Give me leave now to reply to some of the remarks you
have made on the Memoirs of the Academy. You object to

the title as savoring too much of the air of France, and as

improper when applied to a Society. You will recollect that

the American Academy Avas instituted at a time (1780) when

Britain was viewed in this country as an inveterate enemy, and

France as a generous patron. Although philosophers ought
to divest themselves of all those prejudices which national

contentions and combinations naturally excite, yet I doubt not

it was the intention of those concerned in establishing the

institution to give it the air of France, rather than that of

England, and wished to be considered as following the Royal

Academy, rather than the Royal Society. But, however this

might be^ it was of importance that the title should clearly

and concisely distinguish this from a similar institution at

Philadelphia, whose title was professedly copied from the

Royal Society.

For the sake of such distinction between the Vols, of these

societies, the title of Memoirs was given to our Vol., in pref-

erence to that of Transactions.

As I had no concern in the institution of the Society, I

can only give you my conjectures ;
but I am inclined to be

of the opinion that those who gave it the title had no idea

of the distinction you make between an Academy and Society ;

at least, it is new to me. The Akademia at Athens, surely,

was no more than a public school, bearing the name of a cer-

tain person, and does not necessarily include the idea of the

members being paid by the State. And Academies of Arts

and Sciences, in a modern sense, I conceive, intend no more
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than Societies instituted for promoting certain branches of

knowledge ;
that the title of Academy is equally proper,

whether the Society is supported by its own members, by

private donations, or public funds
;
that Society is the usual

term for establishments of the kind in G. Britain, and Acad-

emy in the other parts of Europe, and that the members of

those Societies in Europe frequently are paid by the State—
in G. Britain are not—but that pay is not essential to their

receiving the title of Academy.
With regard to the defects you notice in the Vol., I can

give you a more particular account, having been concerned

in the publication myself. We have been sensible of all those

you mention, and many others, but have been so circumstanced

as to render it impossible seasonably to correct or avoid them.

It is not easy for you, sir, who live in a country where lit-

erature has so much encouragement, and has arrived at so

great perfection, to conceive the difficulties we have had to

encounter in this publication. No book of equal magnitude
in size or numbers, or in any respect similar, had ever been

published in this part of America—the Academy had no fund,

few of its members conversant with the publications of such

Societies, printers men of small capital, no aid to be obtained

from men of fortune, those concerned in directing and those

in executing the work much unacquainted with such an un-

dertaking ;
in short, the publication has been a mere experi-

ment.

But I can not give you any just idea of the matter without

entering into a detail of the particulars, which, I fear, will be

tedious, though it may be necessary, in order to do justice to

the society.

Some time before the Academy had the printing a volume

in contemplation, three Committees were appointed for certain

purposes : the first, called Astronomical and Mathematical
;

the second, Physical ; third. Medical. When it was deter-

mined to print a Volume, these three Committees were di-

rected to select papers from the files for publication. Each

of the Committees naturally took the papers for inspection

which belonged to their respective departments. Of course,

the papers were thrown into three divisions. When the pa-



Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler. 269

pers were selected, a convention of the three Committees was

held, to make the necessary adjustments for publication. As

the papers Avere in three divisions, and appearing on several

accounts eligible, it was agreed to make a general, not a crit-

ical, arrangement of them in the Vol., in the order they then

were. It has since appeared that only one of the members on

those Committees had an rdea of dividing the V(d. into parts,

but their intention was that the papers should succeed each

other in that order. It was at the same time agreed that each

Committee should arrange their own papers and prepare them

for the press; that the title of each paper, running title, date

of rcadin<r, and the table of contents, should be conformable to

the Transactions of the R. S. A person was appointed to pre-

pare a preface ;
another an index. The respective Committees

were to deliver their piipers to a Committee in Boston, ap-

pointed to correct the press (the most of the members of the

Committees living out of Boston), who were to deliver them

to the printers. The Astronomical and Mathematical papers

were to be first inserted. The member of that Committee who

was desired to prepare their papers for the press delivered

them with a Part I., a general running title, Avithout the date

of reading, or giving the titles of papers in the form agreed

on. This Avas not known to the other members of these Com-

mittees till after a number of papers Avere printed off, but,

Avhen discovered, A\-as much regretted.

The Physical Committee (of which I Avas a member) had

serioiis thoughts of continuing their papers Avith inserting a

Part II., and of having Part I. inserted in the table of errata.

It Avas, hoAvever, finally concluded to insert it; but they de-

termined to conform to agreement in titles of papers and run-

ning title. The date of reading having been so far omitted,

and most of the papers having some kind of date, it Avas

thought best not to insert it in the remaining papers. This

part of the work suffered much by being in so many hands,

and those mostly at considerable distance from each other.

Another Committee Avas appointed to make choice of a

printer and engraver, and contract for the execution of the

work, of Avhich I happened to be one.

Accordingly, printers Avere contracted with for printing 600
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pages. The quality of the paper, type for the body of the

work and marginal notes, size of the paper, scabbording of the

lines, the type for the preface (which was to be larger than

the others), scabbording of the preface, statutes, etc., type
for the index of a size different from the others, and form of

printing it, were all particularly specified in the contract.

Fonts of the several types were sent for and received from

London, agreeable to contract. The Vol. was advertised at

16s. L. money (12s. sterling), bound and lettered, and Vis.

L. M. {9s. sterling), in sheets, and 1,200 copies subscribed

for.

The work was committed to the press, but before it was

completed, we found ourselves exceedingly embarrassed by

attempting to arrange o,ur papers. Pages filled up faster than

Ave expected ;
Astronomical and Math, papers occupied too

great a proportion of the Vol.; many papers we had selected

must be omitted, and some of them preferable to some of

those that had been inserted.

But our greatest embarrassment was from the printers, who,

being young and ambitious of having the work, had incautiously

contracted at too low a price ;
their stock not equal to the ex-

pense ;
no money could be received from subscribers until the

Vol. was completed.

The work stopped before the body of it was finished, and no

provision made for extra expenses. In addition to this, the

engraver, Avith whom Ave had contracted for a copper-plate for

the title-page and six for the body of the Vol., found the sum

that had been proposed (for it had not been absolutely fixed) in-

adequate to the labor and expense, and required an additional

sum. It was also found that a number of pages, more than

600, must be added to the Vol., or it could not be completed,

even Avithout an index. Our only alternative was to let the

Vol. remain in its present state, in which case the printers

must become bankrupt, or obtain a sum of money sufficient to

complete it. We chose the latter, but our only possible Avay

of obtaining it was by a free contribution from a few members

of the society. A sum was raised, but not sufficient to com-

plete the Vol. agreeable to the original plan. We Avere, there-

fore, reduced to the disagreeable necessity of omitting the
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index, of having the preface, statutes, etc., printed as they

are, and a type metal (not a " Avooden
'•')

cut for the title-page.

You ohject to the aristocratic spirit that seems to pervade

thfe whole " of the institution." I have only to observe that

the statutes, nearly as they now stand, were passed at the

time the society was first organized, which was before I was

connected with it, not being a member myself until the first

election of members. I have never heard the objection made

before, notwithstanding the high democratic spirit that pre-

vails among every class of men in this country.

Consent of council to nominations, previous to their being

proposed to the Academy, is a later regulation, founded on

certain local circumstances. Visitors are readily admitted

whenever they wish to be present at the meetings of the

Academy. The article, however, you object to, strikes me

disagreeably, and I wish it was abrogated. Officers may cer-

tainly be unfaithful when annually elected, as well as when

their office is perpetual. Atheists surely can have no objec-

tion to an oath as a political formality, and an affirmative is

ever admitted as a Quaker's oath in this country.

In the northern part of the State of N. Hampshire is a

mountain called White Mountain, about 150 miles north of

this town, which is undoubtedly the highest in any of the

United States. It is the intention of Mr. Samuel Vaughan, of

Philadelphia, and myself, to ascend this mountain the next

summer, for the purpose of taking the baromet. height, and

exploring the natural productions of the mountain, and those

in its vicinity.

Mr. Vaughan is a native of London, has spent several years

in different parts of Europe, and, if I mistake not, has men-

tioned to me his being of your acquaintance. Mineralogy
has been his favorite study. We propose making Animals,

Vegetables, and Fossils objects of attention. Should you have

any vicAvs we can answer, you have only to intimate them.

To give you some idea of the mountain, I beg leave to men-

tion that I visited it two years ago, in company with two other

gentlemen. My intention was to measure the altitude of the

highest summit by corresponding barometrical and thermom.

observations at the base and summit, and to make a geometri-
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cal at the base, after the same manner that Sir Geoo-, Shuck-

burgh measured two of the Alp.s in 1775 and "76. In addition

to the instruments for measuring the height, I furnished my-
self with several others for making experiments and observa-

tions on the side and summit of the mountain.

We arrived at the part of the mountain whence we were to

ascend, on the evening of the 23d of July. Our way from

the last habitation to this place, which was about 8 miles, was

so extremely rugged as to be almost impassable ;
so excessive

were some of the precipices, that the men who carried our in-

struments were unable to prevent their receiving repeated in-

juries, and were so unfortunate as to render one Barometer

and Thermometer useless. By the accident I was prevented

taking corresponding observations. The next morning we

ascended the mountain with the other Barometer and Tlier-

mometer, and, after an incessant and most fatiguing march of

more than seven hours, our guides conducted us to the high-
est summit.

Our intention was first to gain the summit, and then begin
our observations. The morning was rather unfavorable,

though the sun generally shone clear during our ascent. In

the middle of the u])per region Ave passed through many de-

tached clouds, some of whicli were more than 1,000 feet below

us before we reached the summit. The phenomenon of the

evaporation from the deep extensive valleys behind us had a

most delightful effect. The vapors, as they ascended, con-

densed into clouds of various forms, v.'hich moved in every

possible direction, and in a kind of regular confusion
;
the

sun at the same time shining clear upon their upper surfaces,

exhibiting a curious appearance. As soon as they had dis-

charged their water in showers below, they dissipated, when a

new process immediately commenced.

But the summit presented the grandest scene I ever beheld.

Our horizon was about 400 miles, a small section of which

was formed by the sea, 75 miles distant.

The craggy tops of numerous mountains within our view

Avere now depressed nearly to a plain ;
the eye extended over

immense forests of Avoods, variegated Avith different shades of

green, interspersed Avith a few scattered plantations, Avith
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lakes of various sizes, and large rivers, now and then showing
themselves in their meanders toward the sea.

But we were soon deprived of this most pleasing prospect

by being enveloped in a kind of fog, so dense as to obscure

objects at a few feet distant, which came up the opposite side

of the mountain.

We had no rain here, but in our descent we first perceived
a mist, then small rain, and at the lower edge of the cloud ex-

ceedingly heavy rains. Such was the state of our instruments,

and the atmosphere, that we made no pretensions to an accu-

rate measurement. We were, however, able to determine that

the height of the mountain must be near 10,000 feet from

the level of the sea. The cold was so intense, tliough the

thermometer did not range lower than 44°, that we almost lost

the use of our fingers. This was owing to the profuse sweats

we had undergone in our ascent.

The mountain may properly be divided into 3 regions or

zones, which are most accurately defined : 1st. Covered with

a thick growth of wood
;
2d. With mosses and a variety of

other small vegetables ;
the 3d, above the limits of vegeta-

tion, covered 10 or 11 months in the year with snow. In the

middle region I found a considerable number of vegetables in

blossom, which were different from any I had seen. Of these

I collected specimens for examination, but the heavy rain and

extreme fatigue deprived me of the treasures, and obliged us

to spend one of the most rainy nights I ever knew in the

open air a little below tlie middle region. From this time ex-

cessive rains continued for several days
—the top of the

mountain was constantly hid in clouds, which prevented a

geometrical measurement. We, however, encompassed the

base of the mountain, about 60 miles, and in our way observed

sundry animals and vegetables which I have not seen in any
other part of tbe country.

Our plan for another tour is formed very different from the

last. We shall endeavor to provide against those accidents

which have so unfortunately defeated our intentions, and

make provisions for a much longer tarry, if necessary, in the

neighborhood of the mountains.

VOL. II.—18
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Any hints for experiments and observations of any kind we

shall receive with pleasure.

Mr. Adams, the American Minister at the British Court,

was so obliging as to send me the last summer the latest edi-

tions, which the persons he employed could find of Lin. Gen.

Plant and Syst. Nat. The Gen. Plant,
"
editio novissima,"

printed at Vienna, 1767, Syst. Nat., cd. B., Vindohonce .70.

Are these the latest editions ? Species Plant was not to be

found, nor any of the books on the plants of N. America.

He sent me, though I did not write for it, the Trans. Syst.

Veget, by the Society at Lichfield,

I communicated to Mr. Eliot the part of your letter

which related to him, and he has promised to write by the first

opportunity.
Your last letter being directed to me in N. Hampshire, oc-

casioned its traveling so far in the mail beyond me as pre-

vented my receiving it so early by several days as I should

otherwise have done. You will therefore give me leave to

mention that Ipswich is one of the shire towns, in the county
of Essex, in the State of Massachusetts, 22 miles N.N.E. from

Boston, which, if you favor me with another letter, may pre-

vent the like accident.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

Dr. Jonathan Stokes. M. Cutler.

\_From Dr. Stokes^

Kidderminster, Worcestershire, Eng., Jan. 12, 1788.

Lear Sir :— . . . Mr. Pennant, the zoologist, to whom
I lent the Mem. of the American Academy, requested to

know whether I thought it probable you were in possession of

his Arctic Zoology, adding that in case you might not have

got the work that he would be happy to present you with a

copy of it. I took the liberty of saying that I thought it

would afford you much pleasure to be made acquainted with

one who had done so much in illustrating the Zoology of N.

America, and that however jealous I might be, as a botanist,

of your attention being drawn aside to other objects, yet as a

lover of Nat. History I should rejoice in thinking that I had
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proved the accidental means of inducing the first Linnaean

botanist of N. England to introduce among his countrymen
the true principles of systematic zoology.

Dear sir, your faithful and obedient servant,

Jonathan Stokes.

P. S.—The Constitution -of the United States pleases me

much, but you ought to allow the people to have the power of

appointing Senators-extraordinary in cases of exigency, as of

war, or national distresses. Your Senate is equivalent in such

situations to our Cabinet Council, and it is well known how
much often depends on one individual, such as Neckar, Lord

Chatham, or his son, Mr. Pitt. You allow of a Generalissimo

during the same period, but not of a Prime Minister. We
hope you will teach us how to abolish imprisonment for debt

by making all property responsible for the payment of debt.

Howard's excellent book must have informed you of the

miseries suffered in Europe on this account. Slavery should

be the punishment of the great crimes, and capital punishment
abolished.

ITo Dr. Stokes.']

Hamilton, lately a parish of Ipswich,
now an incorporated town, nov. 15, 1793

Dear Sir:— . . . Please to accept my most sincere

thanks for your last letters, and the 3d Vol. of your Botanical

Arrangement, and your obliging attention to the specimens I

sent you. Y'our remarks have afforded me much information,,

although I have been able to attend very little to Nat. History
for several years past, and have collected few specimens the

last summer. I will forward you a packet of those I most

wish you to examine, and which I presume will be most pleas-

ing to you. How well I am supplied with specimens of our

medical plants, I am unable to determine until I examine, but

will forward you all of that description which I have by me.

It gives me much pleasure to find you are engaged in a

3Iateria Medica. If you should not be too far advanced, I

think I could furnish you with many valuable specimens^
which I have not now by me, of plants highly esteemed in
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this country for their medical properties, in the course of the

next summer.

Have you any particular process or method for ascertaining

the prevailing properties of individual plants ? Have you
Been ScJwepfs Materia Medica Americana, printed in 1787?

This small work was lately sent me by my friend, Dr.

Henry Muhlenburg, of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, who, by
the way, is a good botanist, and about to publish an account

of the native grasses and some other plants of Pennsylvania ;

but I have not yet had leisure to peruse it sufficiently to ven-

ture an opinion of its merit. I would cheerfully send you
this book, if I knew how to replace it. It is doubtless to be

had in London, My friend writes me that the author spent

seven years in this country, and much of his time with him.

I will now attend to the inquiries in your last letter. My
answer to your observations respecting the specimens must be

deferred until I look over my specimens. By
" old fields" we

mean lands that have been in a state of cultivation for several

years until they are worn out, and are then left to recruit,

without being seeded. Farmers frequently lay down land, as

it is commonly termed, without seeding it, to recruit, being
too much exhausted to produce a crop of any kind of grass at

first. Various kinds of grasses, however, and other vegetables,

spring up spontaneously, and after a number of years it will

be swarded over, and is then kept for mowing or is plowed

again. By
"
warm, moist places," I intend moist or springy

land, declining southerly, open to the sun, and a rich soil, not

subject to be overrun with mosses or those vegetables growing
in land moistened with cold springs, as is the case with almost

all onr swamps.
" Woodland "—tracts of woodland never yet cleared, but

kept inclosed for a supply of fuel and timber.
" Can you give me, in a few words, the good or ill eftccts

arising from having no particular religion established?" We
experience no ill eifects. Experience has demonstrated that

religious establishments are not only unnecessary, but injurious

to civil society. We have undergone nearly as great a revo-

I

lution in our religious as in our political state. The first

r settlers in New England were rigid dissenters, illiberal, and
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intolerant. Religion was interwoven with politics, and the

Clergy acquired an ascendency over the civil ruler. The

progress of information had produced a considerable change
before the revolution commenced, but in Massachusetts the

Congregationalists were the favorites of Government, and

every other denomination was considered as dissenters from

them. The war with Greart Britain produced a general com-

bination of all characters and parties in the common cause,

which tended, among other causes, to diminish former distinc-

tions and prejudices, and prepared the way for just reasoning

and liberality of sentiment, both in religion and politics.

In the constitution of this Commonwealth, which was the

first that was framed on the principles of independence, great

exertions were made by the best informed of our clergy, as

well as others, to obtain an entire separation of religion and

politics. This object was obtained, with the only exception of

a disgraceful religious test.

Our laws equally provided for the support and protection

of the clergy of all denominations. Every citizen is at full

liberty to embrace what sentiments and what schemes of re-

ligion he pleases, without public disturbance of the peace of

Society, The consequence has been much greater harmony

among all the different sects and denominations of Christians,

less of religious controversy, and the spirit of persecution,

with its attendant train of evils, is fled from us. The clergy

of all descriptions frequently associate. Those of the Church

of England and Dissenters in many instances exchange and

preach one for the other, on Sundays. The people of all de-

nominations occasionally worship together.

In New England, the clergy are very decently supported.

In most parishes, the livings are equal, and in some superior,

to the most wealthy of the parishioners. We have enthusiasts

and fanatics, but they are evidently decreasing. No country
can boast of a greater number of learned, judicious, and lib-

eral clergymen in proportion to the number of people, nor of

greater friendship and affection among them, nor where relig-

ious worship is more generally attended by all classes of citi-

zens without any compulsion. The happy effects on society

are apparent. Good morals are the basis of a free govern-
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merit. Weekly associations, in an orderly and decent manner,
tend much to improve social virtues, and have greater influence

on manners and habits conducive to the happiness of society

than coercive laws.

Experiment has also demonstrated the excellence of our

National Government. It is energetic in its operations ;
it

equally protects the lives, property, and privileges of all de-

scriptions of citizens. The people are informed in detail,

through the public prints, of all the doings of the several

branches of government (with only the exception of some se-

crets in foreign negotiation), particularly the state of the

Treasury and application of public moneys. By the judicious

arrangement of an able financier, we are happily relieved

from any direct tax, yet our national debt is sinking, and the

public credit the best in the country. Our impost, with a

small excise on spirituous liquors, raises a fund which has

proved sufficient for all our national purposes. A small direct

tax on polls, personal and real estate, is raised by the people

in towns and parish corporations, for the support of clergy-

men, schools, and other contingent expenses. These are all

the taxes paid by the people. In short, the happy effects of

our government is sensibly felt and universally acknowledged

by the common people. They are doing themselves much

honor in their choice of members of Congress. Elections in

the northern states are perfectly free. An attempt to make

interest is held in so much detestation as to be considered and

treated as a disqualification for a seat in Congress. The

wisdom of the states has been hereto well represented in

Congress.

Among other excellencies of our Constitution, the three

branches, distinct and independent, are the most important.

Here France has failed. Their last Constitution is reprobated

in America. Several states have made the experiment of one

branch, but all have now exchanged them for three. The

French Constitution of 1701, so far as the experience of

Americans will decide, was incomparably better than their last.

We wish them to be free, but we regret that so noble a cause

should be so much injured by their madness.

We have been extremely apprehensive of being drawn into
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the war by the impertinent and ill-judged conduct of the

French Minister, Genet. Too much praise can not be given
to our beloved President for his vigilance and prudence. Some

public marks of esteem for the French nation Avere expressed
to this meddling minister, as he traveled through the country,
to the seat of government, and seemed to have inflated his

vanity
—he rose like a balloon

;
he set every body gazing.

The public papers groaned Avith the labor of political scrib-

blers. And when forbidden to fit out privateers in our ports,

he threatened to appeal from the President to the people. His

gas is now pretty well expended, and he has descended into

universal contempt.

May Heaven avert the evils of a war with any part of Eu-

rope. We are happily out of the vortex of tlieir politics, and

nothing but the highest national insults would induce the gov-
ernment to draw the sword.

The freedom of the press in this country has no other re-

straint than the good sense of the people. Unmerited abuse

always meets with deserved contempt. The fear of offending
the public is the only restraint on printers.

I thank you for the honor you intended by the proposed
name to a plant, which turns out to be Hudsonia ericoides.

The Hudsonia, of which I shall send you a specimen, is

called Sand-bind, from the circumstance of its being found

only on the seashore, in a loose sand, subject to be blown about

by the wind, but confined by the plant. . . .

With great respect, sir, your humble servant,

M. Cutler.

[To Dr. Stokes.]

Hamilton, 3fai/ 15, 1805.

3Iy Dear Sir:— . . . You say: "By this time, I

should suspect your system of politics must have undergone
somewhat of a revolution. Washington gave freedom to his

slaves at his death, but the pacific and democratic Jefferson

retains his in servitude." At present, there is no hope that

the unhappy Africans in this country will be liberated, or the

importation diminished. The democratic notions which have

so unfortunately divided the people in this country, and led

them off from the true federal principles (the only principles
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on "which a free government can exist), threaten us with the

same issue as in France. We are progressing rapidly to a

despotic gOA^ernment, and the democratic Mr. Jefferson will

probably be our first Emperor. The plant of freedom is with-

^ering in this country, and "CroAvn Imperial" will occupy the

i ground.
The present instability of our government forbids the

hope of a botanical garden at Washington, and the legisla-

ture are far from being disposed to encourage improvements
in science.

At Cambridge, however, we have the prospect of such an

establishment. The plants you mention for Washington will

be gratefully received to enrich this garden, and the aid of

the friends to such establishments in Europe is earnestly so-

licited. . . . The last winter I had the pleasure of form-

ing an acquaintance with a lady who has a fine taste for Bot-

any, the lady of your Minister Plenipotentiary, Mrs. Merry.
She is making progress, and is indefatigable in her attention

to the plants of this country.
With great respect, your humble servant,

M. Cutler.

\^F7'om Mrs. Merry (Wife of the British 3Iinister)?^

Washington, 3Iay 17, 1806.

To Dpw Cutler.

3Iy Dear Sir :
—A few days since, I had the pleasure to re-

ceive a letter from Mr. Barclay, informing me that your pres-

ent t) me was safely arrived, and should be shipped by the

first Vessel that sailed for England. Allow me to offer my
sincere thanks for your great bounty to me, and to beg I may
have the pleasure of sending you, in return, from England,

any seeds or plants you may wish for.

We shall probably sail for.England next month
;
we are al-

ready packed up, and only await the arrival of Lord Selkirk,

to embark. I think with pleasure of cultivating the American

plants, and have some hope Mr. Merry will not be iaimediately

employed, so I can enjoy my chief delight, my garden and

my farm.

From the Botanical Garden at Cambridge I have received
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one hundred and fifty diiferent sorts of seeds. Will any of

them be acceptable to you ? If so, I shall have pleasure in

sending them by the first safe conveyance.

If Withering's Botany will be useful, I Avill send it at the

same time, having two Editions?

Mr. Merry joins me in best wishes for your health and hap-

piness, and I remain, my 'dear sir,

Your obliged friend and servant,

Eliz'tii Merry.

P. S.—I beg a line from you soon. I do not yet know at

Avliat Port we shall embark.

[^From Samuel Vaughan, -Jr.]

Philadelphia, April 4, 1787.

Dear Sir:—I am extremely sorry that some unexpected
affairs oblige me very suddenly to embark for England, and

from whence I shall not be able to return before the fall of the

year. As I had engaged to furnish a considerable part of the

instruments necessary for our expedition,* I presume it may
make an alteration in your intentions

; and, if you delay until

the ensuing year, I still shall propose the pleasure of being of

your party. I have not received the letter and packet I was

to forward to Europe for you, and it is unfortunate, consider-

ing my present destination. I shall, however, leave word

that, if they arrive, they may be sent after me. If you have

not sent them, you had better send them to me in. London

from Boston, if an opportunity offers shortly, directed as

under these lines. I am afraid my absence will be of another

inconvenience to you. That, as many things are expected

out for me, my friends here will not be able to distinguish the

microscope and books intended for you. I will, however, take

what measures I can to arrange matters to your satisfaction.

I beg my respects to Mrs. Cutler, and remain.

Dear Sir, your most ob't serv't,

Samuel Vaughan, Jr.

Rev. Mr. Manasseh Cutler.

* A contemiilated expedition to the White Mountains.
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P. S.—Count Castiglioni goes in the packet now about to

sail for France, on his way to Spain.
Your pamphlets arrived a few hours before my intended de-

parture for Europe. I shall carry them myself, and distribute

them by diflFerent means. S. Y., JuN.

\_To Mr. Samuel Vauglian, Jr.'\

Ipswich, Apr. 10, 1789.

My Dear Sir :
—You have highly gratified me by sending

the box of E. India seeds. Every attention shall be given
them in my power. By this I forward you one of my botani-

cal papers for the French King's Botanist at Port au Prince,

and you will much increase m}"- obligations for past favors by

opening a channel by which I may have it in my power to

make a trial of East India Plants, or any other exotics.

Please to present my most respectful compliments to Mr.

Nectu, and inform him that letters and Packages addressed to

Hon, Thos. Russell, Esq., in Boston, will be forwarded to me

immediately.
I have been honored with a very complaisant letter from

the Chevalier Murray, with a present of some of his late pub-
lications. He desires his compliments very particularly to

you, if in this country, but supposes you are in London. The

package was very obligingly forwarded to me by Sir Joseph
Banks. Dr. Franklin has also favored me with an extract

from a letter he received from M. Le Roi. He has been so

obliging as to procure me a correspondence with Messrs.

Jussieu and Thanin. From the other gentlemen in Europe I

have no answers.

It is not my intention to go into the Western Country at

present. Circumstances have taken place since my return

from Marietta, on the Ohio, which render it uncertain whether

I shall ever leave this part of the country. Pray let me

know whether you intend to reside in America, or return to

Europe.
I am, with much esteem, my dear Sir,

Your most affectionate friend and humble serv't,

Mr. Samuel Vaughan, Jr. M. Cutler.
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June 29, 1789.

I very unfortunately missed the opportunity I expected to

send this by a vessel at Salem, since Avhich I have been dis-

appointed a second time. I have now taken the liberty to

inclose it to my friend Mr._ Hazard. I also inclose, in conse-

quence of an order of the Am. Acad, of A. and S., a certifi-

cate of membership for your Honored Father.

[From Mr. Samuel Vaughan, Jr?^

New York, Nov. 7, 1789.

Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 10th of April was not re-

ceived from Mr. Hazard till about the middle of July, he

being uncertain whether I was still here. Since then, ray
attentions have been taken up by a sick father, and un-

usual avocations, so that it has been out of my power to write

you.
The catalogue I shall send to Mr. Nectu. I wish I had one

or two more. There is a gentleman in St. Domingo who can

more effectually serve you than Mr. Nectu, to whom I should

send one. I thank you for your care of the seeds, and hope
that you will let me know the result of the experiment. I am

happy to hear you have commenced a correspondence with

Chevalier Murray. You will find Jussieu and Tlianin the first

people in this line in France. The Certificate my Father has

received, and would have acknowledged it, but i.s incapable,

under his present indisposition, of Avriting. He would be

glad, therefore, if you would charge yourself with his thanks

to the Soc'y for the honor conferred on him.

I am happy, very happy indeed, to hear of your determina-

tion to stay on this side of the Mountains, confident that you
must be of more use to society than had you continued firm

in your first resolution. I wish I could inform you that I was

to remain here
;
but the situation of Family Property, being

Estates in the Island of Jamaica, oblige me to make a tempo-

rary residence there. In two or three years, however, I hope
to take my permanent abode on this Continent. In perhaps
less than a month, I sail. All letters addressed to me through

my Brother John, whose address you have, will reach me.
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Present my respects to Mrs. Cutler, Mr. Ilolyoke and family,

and Mr. Prince. I remain, dear Sir,

Your very sincere friend and serv't,

Samuel Vaughan, Jr.

Rev. Mr. Manasseh Cutler.

\_To Dr. Baird, Washington, Pa.'\

Ipswich, Massachusetts, Nov. 12, 1788.

Sir:—I inclose you a letter from my good friend, Major

Tapper,* which he was so polite as to give me when I was at

Muskingum, and which I fully intended to have had the pleas-

ure of delivering with my own hand
;
but I was so circum-

stanced, when I returned from Muskingum, that it was not in

my power to call upon ,you. Major Tupper informs me you
are well versed in botany, and have done much in examining
'the vegetables of the western country. I was anxious, es-

pecially on this account, to have been honored with a personal

acquaintance, as I am desirous of being informed of the

generic characters of a number of plants which I met with in

your country, that were at that time out of blossom.

* Major Anselm Tupper, eldest son of General Benjamin and Tful-

dah (White) Tupper, was born in Easton, Massachusetts, 1763. His

father went into the American army at the outbreak of the Revolu-

tioTi. Soon after, young Anselm, then not twelve years old, enlisted

in a company, which was assigned to the regiment in which his

father was Major. He remained in service duiing the entire war,

participating in all the battles of his regiment; was promoted to

Ensign, 1770, and Lieutenant and Adjutant, 1780. In 1785, he was

employed in the survey of the first seven ranges of the North-west

Territory, and spent the winter of 1786 and 1787 in Washington,

Pennsylvania, making pUits. Upon the organization of the Ohio Com-

pany, he v'vas appointed one of its surveyors, and came with the first

}iarty to Marietta, April 7, 1788. During the Indian war, 1791 to 1795,

he held the rank of Major. In 1804, as second ottieer of the ship Or-

lando, built at Marietta, he sailed down the Ohio and Mississippi

rivers, across the Atlantic ocean, up the Mediterranean and Black

seas, to Trieste. He died at Marietta, 1808.

Either duiing, or immediately after the Revolution, he acquired an

excellent education. " He had great proficiency in mathematics, and

was also something of a poet. . . . He is said to have jiossessed a

polished address and fine intellectual ability, and was a great favorite

in society. He never married."—See Chqfin's History of Easton, Mass.
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While I was at the Muskingum, my time was so constantly

occupied with business that I had no leisure for botanical in-

quiries, and only minuted the characters of a small number

then in bloom. I shall therefore consider it as a particular

favor M" you will be so kind as to send me the generic and

specific characters of such plants as you have found peculiar

to that part of America; 'or, if so particular a description

will intrude too much on your time, please to favor me with

the Linnsean generic and specific names.

On my return from Muskingum, I collected a small number

of specimens of plants, of which I had no opportunity of ex-

amining the fructification. A plant called Indian Phi/sic, or

Indian Moot; it blossoms, I believe, early in the year, for

the seed Avas ripe in August. I was inclined to think it might

prove the Triosteum of Linnaeus—False Ipecacuanha
—but

neither the capsule nor seed appear to correspond with his

generic characters. The root seems to be emetic, though I

have made no other experiment than by chewing it in my
mouth. I found it in plenty near Mr. Prather's, at Buffalo

Creek, and in many other places on high land. I Avill thank

you for generic characters, and for any particulars relating to

its use in medicine.

Another plant, the characters of Avhich I wish much to

know, is called, at Fort Harmar, Red Root. I found it in

many places on the bottoms on Muskingum River, but could

see no appearance of bloom or seed
;

it undoubtedly blossoms

very early. The Indians dye feathers, hair, porcupine's

quills, etc., a most beautiful and permanent scarlet color with

the roots, adding only some vegetable acid, most commonly
that of the crab-apple. If you have not met Avith it, hope

you will attend to it in the spring, and favor me with the

characters. The knowledge of this plant may possibly prove
a valuable acquisition to the United States. Of these two

plants I inclose small specimens, that you maj^ not mistake

them. I likewise wish particularly to know what yon find the

May-apple, Rich-iveed^ and Buffalo Clover to be, and favor me
with their characters.

To make the science of Botany of public utility, every at-

tention ought to be paid to the specific properties of vege-
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tables. The most imperfect hints of the uses to which they
have been applied in medicine, and for other purposes, may-
be of service. The Indians are certainly possessed of im-

portant information in this respect. The vegetables, of which
their materia medica is composed, are those, generally,'! be-

lieve, that are possessed of very active properties, and they
are acquainted with many plants that give excellent dyes of

various colors.

You will very much oblige me by giving me any informa-

tion of the medical and economical uses to which the Indians

have applied any particular vegetable production. Your vi-

cinity to the Indians is favorable for obtaining such informa-

tion. I wish you to distinguish as accurately as possible be-

tween the information derived from the Indians, the Amer-

icans, or Europeans. I am the more solicitous to obtain the

Indian uses of vegetables, as several eminent botanists in Eu-

rope have requested me to send them whatever I shall obtain

of the uses to which they have applied them. But such in-

formation, besides gratifying our friends and correspondents

abroad, may be turned, if properly improved, to great utility

in America.

If it should be in my power to communicate any thing to

you in the botanical line, I shall do it with pleasure. Per-

haps you may be gratified with a description of some of the

productions of this part of the country. The science of botany
I think would be advanced in America if we were to ascertain

the plants that are peculiar to the northern, southern, and

western parts of the extensive territory, now subject to the

United States. I have it in contemplation to publish a de-

scription of vegetable productions in this part of America on

a plan different from what has yet been done in this coun-

try, and which, if the proposed correspondence meets with

your approbation, I shall communicate to you in a future let-

ter. If you should send a letter to Major Tupper, at Mus-

kingum, it will be forwarded to me, or to Mr. Sumrell, who

keeps the ferry called Sumrell's Ferry on Youghiogheny
River. I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect.

Sir, your most obedient, humble servant.

Dr. Baird. Manasseh Cutler.
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\_To Baron Hermelin^

Jan. 6, 1790.

Sir:—By the direction of the American Academy of Arts

and Sciences, I inclose you a Diploma in testimony of your

being elected a member, Avhich they beg you to accept as a

mark of their high esteem' of your literary character. While

they do themselves the honor of enrolling your name on the

list of their members, they entertain the hope it will not be

displeasing to you. Any communications you may please to

make will be gratefully received.

For several years past I have employed my leisure hours

in the study of the natural history of this part of America.

A botanical paper of mine was published in the 1st vol. of the

Memoirs of the Academy. That was indeed an hasty and in-

correct account of our vegetables. I have since pursued the

study under better advantages, and propose not only to cor-

rect the errors in that paper, but to publish a work on the sub-

ject of our native plants of some magnitude. I should be

happy, if it should be agreeable, to be favored with your cor-

respondence, and ready to forward you any specimens of the

animal, vegetable or fossil kingdoms, in my power, that are

natives of this part of America.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, etc.,

M. Cutler.

Mr. Samuel Gustavus Hermelin, 3Iemh. Royal Academy
of Sciences at Stockholm.

[From Benj. Smith Barton.^'\

Philadelphia, September 22, 1792.

Reverend and Bear Sir:—I have waited with great impa-

*
Benjamin Smith Barton, M. D., naturalist; born, Lancaster, Pa.,

Feb. 10, 1766; died, 19th Dec, 1815: son of Rev. Thomas Barton; his

mother a si.ster of Rittenhouse, the mathematician. While a student

in Pennsylvania College he accompanied Kittenhouse and other U. S.

Commissioners to settle the boundary-line west of Pennsylvania.
From 1785-89 he was studying medicine at Edinburg, London, and

Goettingen, where he took the degree of M. D. He then settled in

Philadelphia, where he soon acquired an extensive practice. In 1789
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tience to hear from or of you. I presume you are engaged in

matters of more consequence than mere letter writing, other-

wise I should have probably had a letter from you. I had

flattered myself that letters would occasionally pass between

us, and in thus flattering myself I had promised myself a

great deal of happiness.

I long to see Linnaea. I have just been looking into Mr.

Belknap's third Vol. He mentions some plants as natives of

the State of New Hampshire, concerning which, I have no

doubt, you will be able to give me more accurate information.

Perhaps you can furnish me wuth specimens of them. Quercus

pumila (p. 100), Inglans cinerea ? (p. 100), Primis carix (p. 109),

Ribes nigrum (p. 121), Ribes grosularia (p.121), Vaccinium oxy-
coccos (p. 121), Panax trifoliura (p. 122>),Poke (126), Actfea spi-

cata (p. 127), Cliifortia trifoliate (p. 127). 1 am particularly

desirous of having a specimen of the last-mentioned plant.

Do endeavor to furnish me with one. Should you send me

any of these plants, I shall be glad to know in what particu-

lar parts of your state you find them, and in what soils.

If 1 do not mistake, you have Podophyllum pettatum in your

state. Have you learned that your physicians, or the coun-

try people, or the Indians, make any use of the root of this

plant in medicine? I wish to be informed on this subject, as

1 have lately used the root, and find it a very reliable medi-

cine. Have you Podophyllum diphyllum of Linnaeus?

Specimens of any rare or new plants, of which you may
have duplicates, will be very acceptable to me. In return, I

shall be glad to send you any thing I can.

As my book Avill shortly* be put to the press, I wish to re-

ceive your account of the circles, which you promised me.

I take the liberty of inclosing a few of my proposal pa-

pers. If you can advance my work without any trouble to

yourself, I shall be glad of your friendly assistance.

Our common friend. Dr. Muhlenburg, of Lancaster, often

inquires after you. He is a most worthy man.

appointed Professor of Natural History and Botany in the College of

Philadelphia, and in 18J3 was appointed Professor of Materia Medica.

Author of works on botany, materia medica, etc.—Drakes Diet, of Am.

Biog.
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You have, no doubt, heard of the death of Dr. Murray, of

Goettingen. His death I regret, for his labors were great ;

and he advanced the science of botany and medicine perhaps
as much as any of his countrymen for these last twenty years.

But our services in this world can not keep us here. An am-

pler field for the exertions and for the science of the good
and the great is reserved for man in that country of immor-

tality whither our fathers in science and in virtue have gone.

Excuse me.

I wish to know whether your Boston Academy intend to

publish a' second volume soon. I hope you continue your
botanical inquiries.

Should you write to me, direct to me, by post, in Philadel-

phia.

I remain, with affection and esteem, Rev'd and dear sir,

Your obedient and sincere friend, etc.,

Benjamin Smith Barton.

P. S.—Let me beg that you will favor me with a copy of

your paper on the Plants of Massachusetts, if you have any of

the papers left.

\_Fro7n Benj. Smith Barton^
•

(Without Date. Marked : "Reed. 18th Feby., '93.)

To THE Rev. Dr. Manasseh Cutler.

Reverend and Bear Sir:—Your letter, dated August 31st,

accompanying the first volume of the Boston A. Transactions,

and two dried specimens of vegetables, I received on the

20th of this month. I had previously written to you by a

friend of mine who left Philadelphia about ten or eleven days
since.

I greatly thank you for your attention in sending me the

Transactions. It is a work which does the Academy honor.

Your paper on the vegetables of your part of the country I

am happy to possess, especially along with your own correc-

tions and additions. I am not less indebted to you for your
valuable communication respecting the works at Muskingum.

Pray, who is in possession of the most accurate plan of these

works. As my book will be accompanied with a plate of

VOL. II.—19
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them, I should be glad to have it as complete as poesible.

Any information connected with my inquiries I shall be happy
to receive and to acknowledge. But the sooner the better, as

the book goes to press on Monday next. However, it will

proceed but slowly, for some time at least. I think I sent

you some proposal papers. By putting them in the hands

of your printers, perhaps, you may advance the work.

I have read, with pleasure, the last volume of Mr. Belknap's

History. I should be glad to be introduced to the knowledge
of this gentleman by yovi. Will you be so kind as to ask

him, for me, a small quantity of the earth of a peach-blossom

color, Avhich is found near the West River Mountain. I also

wish specimens of the yellow earth found there, and any thing

else illustrative of the- mountain.

When does Dr. Morse intend to publish a new edition of

his Geography. If any considerable delay is to be made, I

may probably be of some service to the Doctor. Be so good
as to make my compliments to him, and inform him that I

shall be happy to attend to any queries which he may send

me respecting the State of Pennsylvania.
I wish you would examine the Nymphia lutea which you

have described in the Memoirs, and see how far it agrees with

the N. advena of the Hortus Kewensis. I also wish you
would examine your N. alba by the same book. I suspect it

is N. odorata. But excuse my officiousness.

Linnea was very acceptable to me. What particular parts

of your country seem to contain the greatest quantities of it?

The other plant is Sewardia flava. We have it in Pennsyl-
vania.

I should have less hesitation in requesting you to favor me
with specimens of your native plants, if, in turn, you would

endeavor to put me in a way of rendering some services to

you.

Pray keep the Hortus Kewensis till you have finished it.

I have not heard from Mr. Muhlenberg for some weeks.

I remain, dear sir, your affectionate friend and servant,

Benjamin Smith Barton.

P. S.—Do you know any thing in your State of the Round-
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horned Elk, mentioned by Mr, Jefferson (Notes, p. 88) ? Do
inform me. I write in great haste. B. S. B.

[From Rev. Dr. MiMenherg /'^'\

Lancaster, Nov. 12, 1792.

Dear Sir :
—It is now very near a year since I had the Pleas-

ure of receiving a noble collection of Grasses from your
hands. I made bold to acknowledge the receipt immediately,
with some observations and the seeds of the Avena elatior

Linn. Since that, our correspondence has dropped, to my
great sorrow. Whether my letter has miscarried, or, perhaps,

your answer, I don't know, but I would be extremely glad if

our correspondence could be renewed. Pardon an Enthusiasm

for a science which has given me so many pleasant hours, and

which I know you cultivate with great success. Botany wants

your assistance, and when you have spread a full table, let me
have some of the Fragments. You have made the beginning
of a Flora Neo Anglica, and all the Lovers of Botany wish

you may go on and finish the noble work. Let each one of

our American Botanists do something, and soon the riches of

America will be known. Let MecKaux describe South Car-

olina and Georgia; Kramsch, North Carolina; Greenway,

Virginia and Maryland ; Barton, Jersey, Delaware, and the

lower parts of Pennsylvania ; Bartrani, Marshall, Muhlenberg,,
their Neighborhood ; Mitchell, New York

;
and You, with the

northern Botanists, your States—how much could be done L

If, then, one of our younger Companions (I mention Dr. Bar-

*Dr. Henry Muhlenberg, born Nov. 17, 1753, in Pennsylvania; edu,-

cated at the University of Halle, in Germany; returned to America;
was ordained by the. Lutheran Synod, and in 1774, became assistant to

his father, then pastor of a Philadelphia congregation. When the

city was occupied by the British, he retired to the country and devoted

himself to the study of Botany. In 1780 he became pastor of the

church in Lancaster, Pa., where he died. May 23, 1815. His scientific

attainments were extensive, but in Botany he was especially distin

guished. He became a member of the Am. Ph. Soc. in 17.'"6; of the

Philosophical and Physical Societies of Gottingen, in 1802; and other

associations in Sweden and Germany. He published Catalogus Planta-

rum Americae Septentrionalis, 1813, and Discriptio Uberior Gra-

minium.—Am. Cyclopedicr.
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ton, in particular, "whose business it
is) would collect the dif-

ferent Floras in one, how pleasing to the botanical world !

We could exchange onr plantas adversarias Avith one another,

and in a short time all would be perfect. I have written to

pretty near all the mentioned Gentlemen on this Head, and

hope to receive their concurrence. Pray let me have your

opinion on this subject.

I return to your above-mentioned collection, which I have

since looted through very often. I have not found reason to

alter my opinion in respect to any of the names, except Num.

41, Schreber names Poa nervosa, instead of nutans
;
Num. 34,

Aira odorata; Num. 9-12 are new species; Num. 1 he calls

heterophyllum. In a short time I expect from him a general
collection of all foreig;i Grasses, and am therefore anxious to

have as many American Grasses to compare with the former

as possible. Will you pardon me if I repeat my former wish

to get, through your kind assistance, of the New England

Grasses, as many as can be found, in particular, of Grasses

which grow near the Seashore. The Mosses, I am pretty well

acquainted with, but have not a single one from any other

State. Will you let me have a sight of some of your Coun-

try ? I would be infinitely obliged to you for any of them-

They take very little room of the Exemplar, if put up in a

duodecimo leaf— it is large enough. You see how much I de-

pend on the Friendship of Dr. Cutler.

Since Congress is met again, Mr. Muhlenberg,* my Brother,
offers to be the mediator of our letters, and promises to for-

ward them quick and safe. I shall embrace every opportunity
to show how much I value your correspondence. Have you
discovered nothing ncAv since ? I am pleased that in the new
Edition of the Genera Plantarum our Swamp Cabbage (or Dra-

contium foetidum) is removed to the fourth Class, where, ac-

cording to your observation, it belongs.

In a Dictionary called the New England Farmer, by Samuel

*rion. Frederick A. Muhlenberg, of Lancaster, Pa., who was a mem-
ber of tlie Continental Congresr^, 1779; member and Speaker of the

Pennsylvania Legislature, 1781 to 1784; member of Congress, 1789 to

1797; and Speaker of the First and Third Congresses.—Drakes Diet.

American Biog.
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Deane, I find several plants mentioned, of which I wish your

opinion. What is Bird-grass, Redtop, Wire-grass, Dog's-

grass, Scratch-grass, Blue-jointed Grass, Goose-grass ? What
is wheat Plum, gray Oak ? If possible, I would wish to have

a leaf of every Oak with the Provincial names. The different

sorts of Quercus, Inglans, Fraxinus are poorly described by
Linnaeus. Marshall has cleared up some of my Doubts, but

not all. Have you perused the Arbustrum Alton ? Dr.

Barton informs me, is now in your hands
;
how do you like

him ?

I see 'I begin to be talkative, and, for fear of trying your
Patience, will drop the pen, but not without assuring you that

I am, with the greatest esteem, sir.

Your most obedient, humble servant,

Henry Muhlenberg, D.D.

[To Rev. Dr. 3£u]ilenherg .'[

Ipswich, Feb. 27, 1793.

3Iy Dear Sir:—Your very kind and pleasing favor of No-
vember 12th did not come to hand until yesterday. I sat

down to answer it immediately, although I know not when an

opportunity Avill present to forward my letter. So long an

interruption in a correspondence highly pleasing to me gives
me much pain. I hope it will be renewed, and letters and

other communications frequently interchanged. Soon after I

received your answer to mine, which accompanied the speci-

mens, I wrote you, but my letter must have miscarried.

Should have written you frequently since that time, but have

been prevented by an unavoidable attention to the concerns of

the Ohio Company, of which I have been so unfortunate as to

be one of the Directors. This business detained me four

months last year at Philadelphia and New York. After my
return, the last summer and the present winter, I have been

wholly occupied in bringing this unpleasant business to a close,

which is now nearly accomplished.
For the last twelve months, I have scarcely read a page in

any botanical author, or examined a single plant. In the

spring, I hope to be able to renew my attention to botanical

pursuits, and to forward you, by the first vessel that sails from
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Salem to Pliiladelphia, a number of specimens. It will give
me pleasure to furnish you with specimens of all our grasses,
and particularly those near the sea-shore. Among my speci-

mens, I have a collection of Salt Marsh grasses, but not the

whole, to be found on the borders of creeks, beaches, etc.

When I have made the addition which I hope to be able to

collect, as soon as they are in a proper state, will embrace the

first opportunity to forward them.

My collection of plants contains a large number of the Mosses.

I shall be happy to furnish you with specimens. We have a

very great variety of the Felices and Musci. Several of them

are, I think, nondescripts. But I have not had leisure yet to

examine them with much attention. I had not been informed

of the Dracontium fceiidum being removed to the fourth class

until I received your letter. I wish much to see the edition

of the Gen. Plant, you mention, but doubt whether I shall

have an opportunity very soon. What is it called? And
what are the characters ? In my botanical paper, I since find

that I did not well express the Characters, nor was the ex-

pression Avell formed by which I meant to show it could not

belong to the twentieth class.

Dr. Deane's Dictionary is well received, but I think it needs

correction, and presume a second edition will be much better

than the first. I am not able, at present, to inform you what

either of those grasses are to which he has given the English
names you mention, except wire-grass, which is Poa compressa.

English names are so variably applied in this part of the

country, that nothing is to be known by them. I am uncer-

tain what he intends by the Wheat-plum. The gray oak, I

am inclined to think, is a variety of the Qiiercus rubra. I

fully agree with you that the different sorts, Quercus, Inglans,

Fraxinus, etc., are poorly described by Linn. Are there not

other parts besides the leaves which ought to make up at least

a part of their specific characters ? It is not in my power to

write you so largely on this subject, at this time, as I wish to

do. It must be the subject of another letter, with a number

of queries which I wish to propose to you respecting them.

Marshall's Arbustrum I have by me. Dr. Barton was so

obliffin"; as to favor me with Alton. But I am unable to form
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an opinion of the merit of the work, as I have been so unfor-

tunate as not yet to find leisure enough to read half a dozen

pages in it since it has been in my hands.

Permit me to beg your correspondence and letters as fre-

quently as you can find it convenient. I hope to have leisure

the next summer to attend to botany, and will take care to

furnish you with leaves of- all our oaks, Inglans, etc.

Your proposal, for a number of Botanists in the several

States undertaking to describe the plants of their respective

parts of the Continent, is highly agreeable to me. I hope to

do something in describing those of New England.

At present, I must close with assuring you that I am, with

sentiments of high esteem and friendship,

My Dear Sir, your most humble servant,

M. Cutler.
Rev, Dr. Muhlenberg.

[To Count Castiglioni.'-^~\

Ipswich, Dec. 5, 1792.

Sir:—I did myself the honor, in January, 1786, to nominate

you to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and at

their next meeting you was elected a member. Upon making

inquiry, I lately found the Diploma remained in the Secre-

tary's Office, which I have taken, and to prevent further delay,

do myself the honor to forward to you. While this infant

Society feels itself honored by adding to the list of their

Members the respectable name of Le Comte Castiglioni, they

hope it will not be displeasing to you. Any communications

you may be pleased to make will be gratefully received.

Since you left America, there has been no literary publica-
tion of any note, but the American Academy propose soon to

publish a second volume. When it is out of the press, I shall

be happy to furnish you with a copy. Wm. Bartram, who was

employed by Dr. Fothergill, of London, and Avho spent six

years (from the beginning of '73 to the end of '78) in explor-

*
liuigi Castiglioni belonged to a noted Italian family, the biographies

of several of whom are given in the "
Biographie Universelle." He

published, in 1790, an account of his travels in America, with a list of

jjlants.
— C. G. Lloyd. I
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ing the Carolinas, Floridas, and Cherokee Country, has pub-
lished his tour, but it is a work of very little merit, contain-

ing the descriptions of a very small number of plants.

Your friends in this country have entertained the hope that

you Avould publish your discoveries and observations while you
was in the United States, but we have no information of your

having undertaken it. If you should print such a work, it

would be highly gratifying to me, as well as to many others,

to see it.

For the last four years, my time has been so much occupied
in some particular concerns, to Avhicli I was obliged to pay at-

tention, that I have been greatly interrupted in my botanical

pursuits ;
but I have been able to take a review of the plants

inserted in my Botanical Paper, published in the first vol-

ume of the Memoirs of the Academy. Those plants which I

inserted without any Generic names, I have since arranged
under the Genera to which they belonged, except Arum Am'n
betafolia of Catesby's Nat. Hist., which 1 must still believe ought
to be placed in the Tetrandria. Linnajus has called it D. foet.,

but seems to suspect it would prove a Pothus. I am inclined

to think it is properly a Pothus., agreeing in the essential

characters, and should be disposed to call it P. foet. But it

appears to me that the genus P. ought to be removed from

Gym. to Tetr., for in all the species I have seen, and especially

the Am'n Skunk Cabbage, the stamens and pistils are perfectly

separate, and both rise from the receptacle, but the receptacle

is not elongated. Linnseus seems to have suspected it ought
to be placed there, and I think ought to have done it. Had

you an opportunity of examining the fresh blossoms of the

Skunk Cabbage while you was in this country ?

I have found many errors in my botanical Paper in the

species, which I have also corrected. I have much regretted

that I communicated that Paper to the Academy so hastily,

but I have it now in contemplation to correct those errors by

publishing a much larger work, including the New England

plants. If I should publish, I will take the liberty to forward

you a copy.

You will find inclosed a plant, which I think will prove a

new Genus, and wish to know whether you met Avith it while
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you was in America? If you did, what did you call it?

This little plant grows in moist, shady woodlands, generally

under the Betula and Pinus. The root, when fresh, resembles

cocoa, but of a much finer flavor. It seems to be highly nu-

tritious. If you found this plant, you will doubtless recognize

the specimen. You will much oblige me by giving your

opinion respecting it.

If you should wish to receive any specimens of any particu-

lar plants from this part of America, you have only to signify

it. It will give me pleasure to be favored with your corre-

spondence on botanical or any other subject in Natural

Science. I have the honor to be, etc.,

Manasseh Cutler.

[From Baron Gustaf PayhuU^'-']

Walloxsaby, near Upsale (Sweden), April 5, 1798.

Sir:—The Baron Hermelin, who was traveling in America,
and who is one of my best friends, has informed me that you
wished to enter into a correspondence with a Swedish natural-

ist. I seize this opportunity with eagerness. As a pupil oi

Linnaeus I cultivated since twenty years all the different de-

partments of zoology, and my collection became by my zeal

and the great number of my correspondents one of the rich-

est in Europe. But in spite of all my labors there are still

wanted a great quantity of North American species, and I di-

rect myself to your kindness for increasing this number. I

would be very thankful for them, and I offer 3^ou a quantity

of mammalia, birds, reptiles, fishes, insects, shell-fish, corals,

zoophites, and Avorms, as well from Europe, Africa, and the

West Indies, as from Sweden, I have bought the large col-

lection of the celebrated Swedish traveler, Mr. Sparrman. I

am in possession of a great many duplicates. ... I have

the honor of sending you a number of my works on Nat. His-

tory, among which you will find my Fauna Svecica, of which

the first vol. has been published just now.

* Baron Gustaf Paykull, a >wedish naturalist, was born in Stock-

holm, 17')7. He became First Secretary to the King, 1794, and Mar-

shal of the Court in 1815. He wrote monographs on the Swedish

Coleaptera and several dramas. He died in 1826.
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Ill case you accept my proposition, and if you wish to send

me something, please to direct the package to Mr. Grill, Con-

sul General de sa Majeste Sivedoh\ in London, to be forwarded

to Charles Afredson, Le Conseiller au College du Commerce,
at Stockholm, and by him to Mr. Paykull. If there should be

an opportunity for Hamburg, please direct it to Mr. Averhoff,

Agent General de sa 3Iajeste Swedoir, in order that it may be

forwarded to Mr. Afredson or Mr. Paykull. I shall also send

you my remittance by Mr. Grill or Averhoff. Please to send

the letters which you will have the kindness to write to me to

Mr. Grill, in London, directing them to 3Ir. Gustaf de PagJcidl,

Conseille de la Chaneellerie de sa 3Iajesfe Swedoir, membre des

Academie de /Sciences de Stockholm et Upsale, St. Petersburg,

Florence, Siena, etc., a Upsale et Walloxsaba en Stveden. Be

so kind as to honor me with your favor as soon as possible,

and if you prefer it you may write in Latin or English.

I have the honor to be, with great esteem, sir.

Your most humble servant,

G. Paykull.

[To 3Ir. Paykull?^

Hamilton, near Salem,
IN Massachusetts, Feb. 14, 1799.

Bear Sir:—I had the honor, a few weeks ago, of receiving

your favor of the 5th of April, 1708. A very severe indispo-

sition has prevented my answering it so soon as I wished to

have done. It will give mo much pleasure to comply with

your requests, as far as will be in my power. The study of

natural history in this country is in its infancy, especially in

the northern states of America. No branch of science has

been so little cultivated as the scientific knowledge of our own

productions. This deficiency has been, in part, owing to the

great scarcity of books on natural history. No branch of it

has been taught in any of our universities. We have many

public libraries, consisting of large and well chosen collections

of books from Europe, excepting on the different branches of

natural history, in which there are very few% and those mostly
ancient authors who wrote before the Linntean system was

formed, and our booksellers impor.t no books on this subject.

I have never seen any of the works of Gmelin, nor do I know
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that they are in America. The only works of any note that I

have been able to obtain on the animal kingdom are Linn. Sijst.

Wat. Edito. decima terfia, Catesby's Hist. Carol., Hill's Nat.

Hist., and Pennant's British Zoology, Edit. 4th, and Buffon.

In the course of 10 years past, however, I have examined

many of our indigenous animals, !ind have endeavored to ar-

range them agreeably to' the Linnfean system. The speci-

mens I have preserved have not been many, as I have not at-

tempted to furnish myself with a cabinet. At this time I

have not any number by me in a state that would be suitable

to send i^o you, but will employ all my leisure to collect such

as are to be found in this part of the country, and avail ray-

self of the assistance of my friends at a distance to obtain those

which are found only in remote parts of the back Avilderness.

Of the quadrupeds you mention we have species of the Ves-

periilio, Canis, Felix, Viverra, Mustela, Ursus, Talpa, Sorex,

Mus, and Lepus, and some of the particular species you
mention. But you have named many species that I do not

find in Linti. Syd. Nat., nor in Pennant's Brit. Zool. As I

do not know what the specific characters are, I can not de-

termine whether we have them or not. The Erinaceus, Hys-

trix, Cervus Virg., Bos Americ, Trichesus, are not found in

this part of America. Mephitis, Empetra, and Pruinosa, are

Genera I do not find in Linn, or Pennant.

In all the specimens I send you I will endeavor to pre-

serve all the generic and specific characters as far as possible,

which will enable you to determine what they are. Of birds,

fishes, reptiles, shells, zoophytes, and vermies, we have great

numbers of difi'erent genera and species in this vicinity. I

will endeavor to procure specimens and forward them as fast

as possible. You see, however, hoAV poorly I am prepared to

arrange the specimens you request, on the account of the

want of books, nor have I been much in the habit of prepar-

ing specimens, having only sent a few species to some cor-

respondents in England. I suspect I am not acquainted

with the best methods. We have no cabinets of natural his-

tory in America, excepting one in Philadelphia and another in

Boston. These consist of small collections, without any sys-

tematic arrangement. They are kept merely for the purpose
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of getting money by showing them to common people, and

consist principally of exotics.

There has lately been a society instituted in Boston, by the

style of American Historical Society, of "which I am a mem-
ber. The object of this society is to embrace natural history,
and a room is now fitting up for a cabinet of natural produc-
tions. The American Academy of Arts and Sciences has a

small cabinet, but no specimens of the animal kingdom.
You are so obliging as to mention your intention to send

me some of your own works in natural history. They will be

highly acceptable, and received with gratitude and avidity.

Particularly your Fauna Svecica. I have not been able to

procure the work of Linnasus, wdiich he has called b}' that

name. Should it be convenient for you, the American Acad-

emy of Arts and Sciences would be much pleased with a set

of your works. There is, I believe, no member of this society
now^ living in Sweden, and should it be agreeable to you I shall

be happy to nominate you to be one of their honorary members.

I thank you for your kind offer of sending me specimens.
Should you send me a small number of your duplicates., na-

tives of the North of Europe, I shall be happy to deposit
them in your name in the Cabinet of the Historical Society.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

M. Cutler.

\From B. F. Stichiey.']

Salem, JuIt/ 9, 1799.

Dear Sir:—I have the pleasure to inform you (after many
disappointments) that, on Wednesday last, I had the satisfac-

tion of descending into the aquatic regions. I embarked

about 8 o'clock in the morning, in company with five gentle-

men who had employed the early part of their lives in navigat-

ing this element. It being calm, we did not arrive at our

place of destination before twelve. After some difficulty in

confining the ballast, we had all in readiness for descending
about three. We chose shoal- water for the first experiment,
lest some accident might happen.

I now descended to the bottom in 12 feet of water, remained

20 minutes, and continued a free conversation with those

above. I did not find any necessity for using my bellows, till
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I had been doAvn eight minutes. I then used them, and

found immediate relief. Nor was my situation in any way

disagreeable, except the pressure of the water upon my arms,

and taking in a small quantity of water, that was rather cold

to my feet. But, to counterbalance these disagreeables, I had

the pleasing prospect of seeing the natives of the element re-

gardlessly sporting about ihe. With respect to our conversa-

tion, I accidentally observed .that a low voice .Avas more

distinctly heard than a louder one. The person that was con-

versing with me did not understand something I said, and he

desired the company, in a low voice, to cease talking, that he

might hear what I said, and I found I heard this low voice

much more distinctly than when greater exertion was made.

After making some improvements, such as taking the pres-

sure from the arms, and providing means for confining the

ballast more conveniently, I think of trying another experi-

ment in deeper water.

I have given up all thoughts of keeping the matter secret

any longer. Necessity has compelled me to communicate it

to several, who have communicated it to others, and by that

means, the knowledge of it is so useful, that it is morally im-

possible to arrest its progress. I am in great haste, or I

should be more particular. It is only from considering the

great interest you have in this, and all literary concerns,

united with the obligations I am under, that compels other

employments to yield. I must conclude with expressing my
profound respects for yourself and family.

B. F. Stickney.*

\_From Baron Gustaf Paykull.'\

Walloxsaby, near Upsal, Feb. 6, 1801.

Sir :—I had not the honor of receiving your letter of the

14th February until toward the last of the month of October,

* Dorcas Stickney, a relation of Dr. Franklin, had a son, Anthony
S. Stickney, whose son, Benjamin F. Stickney, married Mary, daugh-
ter of General John and the famous Molly Stark. Benjamin F. Stick-

ney named his children with numerals. One of them. Two Stickney,

Esq., of Toledo, (Jhio, is a corresponding member of the Historical and

Genealogical Society.
—Hist, and Gen. Beg., Jan., 1857.
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of the last year, because, apparently, it was stopped a long
time at London ! I give you a thousand thanks, as well for

this letter, as the good encouragement you have given me of

endeavoring, as much as in your power, to fill the vacancy
which I find in my cabinet of Natural History, as it regards
North America. Be assured I shall do all in my power to

show you my gratitude. I have already sent to you, to the

address of Thos. Bainbridge, Ansley & Co., at London, a box

containing 100 species of Insects, with a list of their names,

which you have asked for the American Historical Society.

In the same box you will find two copies of three volumes of

my Fauna Siieciae; one for yourself, and the other for the

American Academy of Arts and Sciences, from whom I shall

accept, with sincere acknowledgments, the honor that you

propose for me of being made a member. You will find also,

in the box I have sent you, Linnaei
{filii) Sui^plcmentum

Plantarum, which you desired, and the Liclieaographia, by Mr.

Acarius, a new work of eminent merit, and absolutely classi-

cal. It was impossible, at the moment, to obtain for you the

Genera Plantarum, by Schreber, nor the Edition of Gmelin of

the Systama Natura, but I have no doubt I shall be able to

offer it you very shortly, with some other new works that

will be agreeable to you.

As Botany is your favorite study, I am in haste to find you
a worthy correspondent in my Country, who, himself, possesses

a great collection of plants, and will be able to pay you in re-

turn for the American specimens he may desire. I have al-

ready addressed myself to Dr. Sivartz, the celebrated Professor

of Botany at Stockholm, who has accepted my proposal, and

sends you in the box, of which I have spoken, a letter and

some of his works, which will surely give you an idea of his

merit. I am uncertain whether vou will receive this letter

first, or the box, which has some time been forwarded to

London.

In future, I believe our correspondence will be better and

speedier by Hamburg. If you shall judge so, you ^viU only

have to address my letters and packages, whether large or

small, which you may send me, with my address, to Mr. Gustat

Stark, Director of the Post to his Swedish Majesty, at Ham-
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burg. He is my particular friend, and will make conveyance
of my things, and also expedite to you my letters and pack-

ages, as soon as you will be so good as to give me your address

to Salem. A thousand thanks I tender to you for your offer

to send me American Books, especially the Transactions of

the Academy ; but, as I have some other opportunities of pro-

curing them, and as I already have some, I do not wish you
to take this trouble, and will only ask for those works which

are your own, and which will always be very agreeable to re-

ceive from the Author's own hand. But this restriction need

not prevent you from sending me European books, I have so

great need of your indulgence and care in procuring me the

productions of America of the Animal Kingdom, that I ought
to think myself happy if you will permit me to pay a tribute

of my gratitude by augmenting your library. If you would

point out some other way by which I might serve you, you
shall see that I will not refuse, and that I shall do it with all

possible zeal. I beg you, with the same, to try as much as is

in your power, to procure me the quadrupeds, birds, fish, rep-

tiles, insects, shells, and worms of your Country, according
to the list I have given you in my former letter. As amongst
the desiderata, which I have pointed out to you, there are sev-

eral which we do not find in the editions of the System of

Linnteus which you possess. I wish you only to send me all

new species, without embarassing yourself with the names

which may have been given them since the time of Linnpeus.

I shall have, by this method, some specimens w^hich I already

possess, but these specimens will be very useful to me for my
correspondents in the South of Europe. I beg of you to en-

deavor to procure for me specimens of all sorts which are not

scarce, and which will not cost you too much pains to preserve.

Insects, for example, I should be charmed to receive from 12

to 20 of each sort, if it were possible. If sometimes it should

cost you too much trouble to stuff the skins of birds, I pray

you to send the skins, only taking care they are not too much
torn or bloody. You must take great care to take away the

fat, the tongue, the eyes, the brain, and to powder well the

skins Avith sulphur and ashes. After this necessary prepara-

tion, you must dry them in an oven, to take away the moisture,



304 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

before packing the skins in a very close box. For the skins

of the quadrupeds, I believe it Avill be better to have them

pass through the hands of a leather dresser, so that they may
not lose their hair, and may not be injured by "worms. It is

understood that the claws and nails ought to be Avell preserved.
As for the worms, reptiles, and fish, they may be sent in spirits

of wine, in a vessel well closed, if they are small
;

if not,

send me only the skins. If you find it agreeable to you,

please send some of your Avorks for the Royal Academy
of Sciences, at Stockholm, and I shall have the pleasure to

propose you for the first vacant place as a foreign member.

Write me as soon and as often as you can find leisure, axid

I shall do the same to you.

I have 'the honor to be, with great esteem and consideration,

Sir, your most humble and obedient servant,

G. Paykull.

\_Fro}}i
Dr. J. G. Klein and Rev. J. P. Rotier.'\

Tranquebar (Hindoostan), Sejyt 13, 1803.

Rev'd Sir :
—

Being desirous to have a correspondence with

America on natural history, particularly on botany, we take

the liberty to introduce ourselves and profit by the happy op-

portunity Mr. Noble has offered us to present you a paquet of

plants, collected in the environs of Tranquebar. If this should

meet your kind acceptance, and cause a desire for a continua-

tion of such collections, we shall have the honor to furnish

you in future with more supplies, when favorable opportunities

oifer. Our Herbarium siccum, being now pretty great in num-

ber, would be greatly augmented and advanced by some addi-

tions of American plants, for Avhich we request your kind as-

sistance.

We have the honor to remain, with great esteem. Reverend

Sir, your very obliged and humble servants,

J. G. Klein,
Med. Dr.

J. P. RUTTER,

Royal Danish 3Iissionari/.

The Rev'd Dr. Cutler, Hamilton, near Boston.

(By favor of J. Noble, Esq.)
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\_To Hon. John Davis.
^~\

Washington (Without date).

3Iy Dear Sir :
—On my way to this city, I called at your

house, but was so unfortunate as not to find you at home. I

left the two Vols, of Fauna Suecice, by 3Ir. Paykull, which,

by his request, I presented in his name to the American

Academv. These Vols, are numbered I. and III., and the set

he sent me have the same numbers. By some mistake, I pre-

sume, the 2d Vol. has been omitted in both sets. It Avill prob-

ably be sent in the next package he forwards to me. I also

left at your house Flora Ind. Occid., presented to the Acad-

emy at the request of the author, Dr. Swartz.

You observed to me that Mr. Paykull, whom I nominated,
had not been elected a member because no person appeared to

give his character. I have not been able to attend a meeting
of the Academy since his nomination. I will beg you to state

to the Academy, at their next meeting, that Mr. Paykull was

recommended to me as a man of much science and a valuable

correspondent in all the branches of Natural History by the

Baron Hermelin, who, I believe, was personally known, Avhen

in America, to several members of the Academy. Mr. Pay-
kull is the Counselor of the king of Sweden's Chancery. He
is a disciple of Linnaeus and a member of their Academy of

Sciences at Stockholm, Upsal, St. Petersburg, Florence, etc.

Dr. Swartz, in his letters to me, speaks of him" as his intimate

friend and a truly scientific character. He considers the

Fauna Suecice., Avhich Mr. Paykull has presented to the Acad-

emy, as a truly classic work of great merit. He is the author

of several other works of merit, published in the Swedish lan-

guage. Mr. Paykull has forwarded to me a box of insects in

* Hon. John Davis, LL.D., born Jan. 29, 1761, at Plymouth; died in

Boston, Jan. 14, 1847; graduated at Harvard Univer(^ity, 1781; Comp-
troller of the U. S. Treasury, 1795, and U. S. District Judge of Mn.=;sa-

chusetts from 1801 till his death. He was one of the most profound

antiquarians in New England, member of many learned societies, and
President of the Massachusetts Historical Society.

—Drakes Did. Am.

Biog.
VOL. II.—20
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a state of high preservation, scientifically arranged, -which he

has requested me, when I shall have sufficiently examined and

compared them with ours, to present to the Historical Society.

In the course of our correspondence, I shall expect further

communications to these two Societies. I do believe, on the

principles upon which foreign members have been elected, few-

have a fairer claim, or will be more honorable and useful to

the Society. I must beg your particular attention to his

election, and shall feel extremely disappointed, should he be

negatived.

Dr. Swartz Avas in Boston in 1782, and spent six months in

Massachusetts and in the Middle and Southern States. From

there he went to the West Indies, and spent four years and a

half in making collections for the work -he has forwarded to

the Academy. He was in Boston, I believe, about the time

the American Academy was instituted, for he mentions the

expectation of a Philosophical Society in Boston at that time.

With w'hom he was particularly acquainted in Boston, I have

not been informed, but I think it is probable he was personally

known to some of the present members of the Academy. His

name, however, has been so often mentioned in w-orks on Nat-

ural History in England and in Europe, that his character can

not be unknown to many of the Academy. He has presented

to the Academy his Flora Indiae Occidentalis, with plates, a

very valuable work. He mentions, in his last letter to me,

that he had just published a work, entitled Observations on

Botany, but, not having a copy by him, he would forward one

by the next opportunity for the Academy. He is also en-

gaged in another work, a new systematic arrangement, accord-

ing to the natural orders, of Cryptogamia?, which he promised

to forward, when completed. He has sent me a part of this

work, which certainly does him great credit. To render the

new system the more complete, I am furnishing him with

plants of this class, that he may compare them with those of

the old continent.

It has been mv intention to nominate Dr. Swartz, had it

been in my power to attend the last meeting. If it be con-

sistent with the rules for making nominations, I wish his name

may be entered on the nomination list, as nominated by me.
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If not, give me leave to beg the favor of you to nominate

him, or to desire some member of the Academy to do it. It

is by electing such foreigners as are engaged in literary pur-

suits, and will favor us with their labors, infinitely more than

by the celebrity of names, that the interests of the Acad-

emy are advanced. If they are men of science, it is an honor

to enroll their names in the list of members, and it is the only
return we can make them for adding their works to our col-

lections.

I mentioned to you my wish to have one or two botanical

students the next summer. The plan I propose, and the par-

ticular advantages which I think would be afforded to such

students, I will make, as soon as I have leisure, the subject

of another letter.

I am, with sentiments of much respect, dear sir,

Your very humble servant,

M. Cutler.

\_From Dr. Olof Stvartz.^']

Stockholm, Sept. 11, 1805.

Dear Sir :—Enjoying the very interesting personal acquaint-

ance of your friend, Mr. Peck, actually present in the Capital

of Sweden, I embrace with eagerness his very polite offer to

be at liberty of including a few lines in the letter he is just

going to dispatch for North America. Some time ago I re-

ceived also the letter which informed me about the arrival of

Mr. Peck, and it is with particular acknowledgment that I

find you recollecting me. I am very happy to have seen your
excellent countryman. This will be in future a stronger tie

between us
;

at least, I wish and hope so.

Mr. Peck also knew your friendly disposition toward me, in

sending me some botanical collections from your Country—
has, I find, made at London a very serious inquiry about the

dispatched articles, but, I am sorry to understand, he has not

received the least notice. If you please to continue your

*01of Swartz, M.D., Bergian Professor of Botany at Stockholm, a

faithful pupil of Linnaeus, and one of the best botanists of this or any-

other age. His various Cryptogamic works, no less than his West In-

dian Flora, entitle this amiable and liberal writer to universal respect.—Am Cyclopedia.
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favor in future, I think there will be a far more safe convey-
ance by some trading vessel direct from Gottenburgh, Avhich

I suppose Mr. Peck will point out.

In the month of July, I sent you a small pack containing

the Methodus Lichenum, by Dr. Acharius. It Avas sent away
with a Captain Dahlstrom, bound to Philadelphia, and the

pack was directed to Mr. Collin, my countryman, formerly

pastor to the Swedish Church, at Philadelphia. I hope it has

already been forwarded by him.

Earnestly wishing your friendly communications at any

coming period, I subscribe myself, with sincerest esteem, dear

sir, your affectionate friend and very obedient servant,

To Dr. Cutler. Olof Swartz.

[In 1805, Dr. Cutler received an accession to his list of for-

eign correspondents, in the person of Lord George Valentia,

who succeded, in 1816, to the title of Earl of Mountnorris.

Lord Valentia is known to the literary world as the author of

four interesting and instructive volumes of "
Voyages and

Travels to India, Ceylon, the RcqI Sea, and Egypt," under-

taken in 1802, and terminated in 1806. On the 18th of July,

he arrived at Aden, where he made the acquaintance of Jon-

athan Goodhue, Esq., of Salem, Mass. In December follow-

ing, he visited Mocha. On landing, he was met by Captain

Crowninshield, of Salem, and other Americans, Avhom he char-

acterizes as "
very sensible and intelligent men." He like-

wise received attentions from Captain Bancroft, also from

Salem.*

* EXTRACT FKOM LETTER OF JONATHAN P. FELT, OF SALEM, MASS., ill 1S53.

"Captain Crowninshield, that you allude to, was Captain of ship

America, of Salem, belonging to the Crowninshield family, and he re-

turned to Salem with a cargo of coffee from Moka, in 1805. He went

by the name of old Ben, to distinguish him from Benjamin W. Crown-

insliield, who was Secretary of the Navy during the late War with

England. The first knowledge that I have of old Ben was when he

commanded the ship Prudent, belonging to the late Nathaniel West,

Esq ,
of Salem. He was bound from London to Messina, in Sicily, and

in passing through the Strait of Gibraltar, was captured and carried

into Algeziras, in Spain, by Spanish gun-boats—was finally cleared,

.after a long detention. Since then he went out to the Mediterranean
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Lord Valentia was an ardent amateur botanist, and appears
to have been anxious to place himself in communication with

devotees of the science in every part of the world. America,
so rich in this department, and then so little known, had for

him peculiar charms. From the Salem gentlemen just named,
and particularly from Captain Bancroft, he obtained knoAvl-

edge of Dr. Cutler as a distinguished student in his favorite

department, and, consequently, one peculiarly qualified to aid

him in his inquiries and collections. Soon after, therefore,

he addressed to him the following letter :

[From Lord Valentia to L>r. M. Cutler^

Mocha, April 30, 1805.

Sir:—Should you consider me as taking too great a liberty
in addressing you, though a perfect 'stranger, I must leave

my friend, Captain Bancroft, to plead my cause, who has led

me to suppose that a correspondence with a person who is at-

tached to natural history as an amusement might not be un-

pleasant to you. Should such be the case, permit me to offer

you my services in Europe, and at the same time to request

yours in America.

as Captain of the Cleopcitra's Barge, and carried George Crowninshield,
the owner, as passenger. Captain Crowninshield has since been Col-

lector of the Port -of Marbleliead. In the last War with England, he
commumled the private armed ship John, belonging to the Crownin-

shield family, and some other Privateer.

''The first knowledge I have of Mr. Bancroft was when he occupied
the situation of cleik of the Supreme Court, which office he filled for

several years, until his health began to decline, when, by the assis-t-

ance of Brown and Ives, of Providence, he was engaged to go to China,
in ship Hercules, as supercargo, partly for his health. The ship Her-

cules belonged also to th.e late Nathaniel West. Captain Nathaniel

Eogers, of Salem, was at Moka, as clerk, with Captain Crowninshield;
was intimately acquainted with Mr. Bancroft, and tells me that, after

Mr. Bancroft left Harvard College, he kept the Grammnr School in

Salem, and when he gave ic up. Captain Rogers' father took charge of

the school, and kept it some years, and that his father went out to Ohio
with Dr. Cutler, but soon returned to Salem again. Captain Kogers
remembers well Dr. Cutler—has seen him often at his father's house.

Mr. Bancroft's wife was sister to Mr. Ives, of Brown k Ives, of Provi-

dence."
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In the pursuit of my favorite amusement, botany, I have

collected nearly five thousand species, which I cultivate in

England. I have written to my chaplain and librarian, who,

during my absence, has the care of my collection, to forward

you such seeds as he can save next autumn, according to an

address given me by Captain Bancroft. I hope they may be

worthy of your acceptance. At an}'- rate, after my return, if

you will point out any thing you want in that line, which ex-

ists in Great Britain, I flatter myself that I shall either be

able to send them myself, or procure it from some of my
friends. In return, I shall really be obliged for seeds of any
herbaceous plants, shrubs, or trees of America. I have six-

teen acres of garden and two hundred of park, into which I

wish to introduce not Only the smaller plants, but the different

varieties of timber trees that adorn your forests. Some spe-

cies, such as the Orehidice, are, you know, not to be raised

from seeds. The same is the case of the Sareceerci. But

these will reach Europe in perfect safety, if put up with their

native earth in boxes divided into small partitions and a cover

nailed close over them.

Should you be so obliging as to let me hear from you, my
address is at Messrs. Edwards, Temple & Co., Bankers, 34

Pall Mall, London. Any box may have the same direction,

but I should always request a line, informing me by what ves-

sel it is sent.

I have directed the Rev. Mr. Butts to take the above pre-

caution, when he sends you the seeds.

I have the honor to be your faithful, humble servant,

Valentia.

[From Hon. TheophiJus Parsons.'\

Reverend and Bear Sir :
—In riding through the Woods in

Gloucester, that are between Kettle-Cove and Fresh-Water

Cove, I discovered a flower to me quite new and unexpected

in our forests. This was last Tuesday week. A shower ap-

proaching prevented my leaving the carriage for examination,

but on my return, on Friday last, I collected several of the

flowers in difl'erent stages, with the branches and leaves, and

on inspection it is unquestionably the Magnolia glauca. Mr.

Epes Sargent has traversed those woods for flowers, and not
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having discovered it, supposes it could not have been there

many years. It was unknown to the people of Gloucester and

Manchester until I showed it to them. I think you have

traversed the same woods herborizing. Did you discover it ?

If not, how long has it been there ? It grows in a swamp
on the western or left side of the road as you go from INIan-

chester to Gloucester, and before you come to a large hill over

which the road formerly passed. It is so near the road as to

be visible even to the careless eye of the traveler. Supposing
the knowledge of this flower, groAving so far north, might grat-

ify you, I 'have made this hasty communication.

Your humble servant,

Rev. Dr. Cutler. Tiieop. Parsons.*

July 28, 1806, Monday. Hon. Theo'philus Parsons informed

me by letter last evening that he had found the Magnolia

glauca in a swamp on the road from Manchester to Glouces-

ter. I set out in search of it. Dined at Captain Ingolson's,

at Kettle-Cove, where Mr. Goldsmith brought me a tree of it,

without knowing I was in search of it. Found it in plenty,

in two swamps on the new read to the left. Went to Fresh-

Water Cove, near the harbor of Gloucester, made a large bo-

tanical collection, and returned.—Dr. Cutler's Diary.

[From Prof. C. S. Rafinesque.^'\

Palermo, Jaii. 28, 1807.
Doctor M. Cutler.

Dear Sir :
—I had the pleasure to receive last month, via

* Judge 'I'heophilus Parsons, a distinguished lawyer, was born at By-

field, Mass., in 1750, graduated at Harvard College, 1769. He studied

and practiced law in Falmouth (now Portland) and in Newburyport.
Was appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts.

In 1780 he was a member of the convention v,hich formed the consti-

tution of the state and the convention which accepted the Federal

Constitution. He was a powerful speaker. Eufus King was the only
man who ever stood for a moment as the rival of Parsons in his

own neighborhood. He continued in the seat of Chief Justice till his

death, in 1813.—Am. Biog. {Samuel L. Kaapp) ; Blog. Em. Men (Daven-

port).

f Mr. C. S. Rafinesque, botanist; born, Galata, a suburb of Constant!-
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Marseilles, your esteemed favor of 8tli May last, and being
the first that reached me from you since I am in Europe,

you may easily conceive how gratifying it has boen. I per-
ceive by it that you had formerly wrote me and sent me some

plants, via Leghorn, which both never came to hand, and I re-

gret it exceedingly, but have no doubt that the next parcel

you have the goodness to promise me will make up that

loss.

I feel very sorry for the disorders you have experienced, and

regret that, conjointively with some pressure of business, they
have prevented you to arrange your herbarium and favor us

with another essay on the plants of New England, but trust

that God will grant you health and leisure to accomplish both,

and hope that you will at least favor me with the catalogue
and descriptions promised ; they will be gratefully acknowl-

edged and mentioned wheal I shall publish my travels and es-

says on the Nat'l Hist, of the Plants of the U. S., and expect
soon to receive the plants you mention to prepare, one of which

you say is a new genus, and if it be correct I am willing to

name it Cutlera, and alter the other plant named so. I trust

you will renew occasionally, or at least once every year, send-

ing me a large parcel of plants ; you know already most of

those I Avant. but to refresh your memory you will find here-

under the names of the principals, as well as the names of the

plants lost in the passage, which I do n't doubt you will have

the goodness to collect for me this season. My friends, Messrs.

Dawes, Ingersoll, etc., of Boston, who propose returning to

nople, 1784; died, Philadelphia, 1842. He lost his father when he w.is

seven years old, and with a brother was sent to the United States in

1792. He went to Philadelphia, traveled through the adjacent coun-

try, and made numerous collections of botanical specimens. In

180'^ he went to Sicily and published ''The Analysis of Nature"

in the French language. Losing by shipwreck all his books, manu-

scripts, and drawings, he, in 1815, arrived in New York, but in 181S

went West, and was for a time Professor of Botany at 'I'ransylvania

University at Lexington, Ky. Traveling also, and lecturing elsewhere,

lie finally settled in Philadelphia. In 1836, after a life of great vicissi-

tudes, he published
"
Life, Travels, and Researches." Afterward pub-

lished several other works :

" American Flora,"
" Medical Flora of the

United States,"
" American Nations," etc.—Ste Am .Cyclopedia (BoianT/).
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Sicily this year, will by my desire acquaint you -with the time

of their departure. Any Captain coming hdm Salem to Pa-

lermo, and they are many in the course of the year, will also

willingly take charge of such things for me, and in default you

may address any package or letter to ray friends hereunder

mentioned in several ports of the Mediterranean.

In return of your kindness, and according to your desire, I

now send you a parcel of Sicily plants, to which I join a few

specimens of N. sp. of American plants, such as I can con-

veniently spare. Hereunder you have the particulars of

same. I hope they will prove acceptable. Among the Sicilian

plants are many New sp. I have discovered. I am sorry to

say I have no curious seed to join to them at present. I in-

close three copper-plates of as many new American Cripto-

gamick Genera Carpanthus, Volvasia, and Aedyeio. I get

many others engraved here, and intend they should make part

of an essay on the natural history of American fungi, that I

shall publish in more peaceable times. I shall make it a

point to forward you my productions. I contemplate a

natural history of all the vegetables in America, and perhaps
the animals likewise, and whatever communications on those

beings you may choose to make will be highly acceptable.

My leisure is now wholly engaged in investigating the Nat.

history of this Island, which I likewise contemplate to achieve,

and 1 am already very far advanced with the plants, Birds,

Fishes, and Mollusks, and I shall soon begin the remaining
classes.

It has always been my wish to be associated to some Amer-

ican philosophical or botanical Society or Academy, and I

suppose it would not be very difficult to be aggregated as

Corresp'd Member through your means
;
and in case it should

not be so easy as I conceive, please to point out to me the means

to become such. If communications, presents of books or

Natural curiosities, should be necessary, before or after, I am

.willing to send such as you will think most proper. Your

particular attention to this will infinitely oblige me.

Please to mention what new books or discoveries have been

published in America on any part of Natural history.
If your friend, Mr. Wm. Peck, or any other gentleman,
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would also enter into a Botanical Correspondence with me, it

Avould be very gratifying for me. Pray, what has the Erica

returned to some Andromeda or Daboecia? or what?

I remain, truly.

Your most obedient servant,

C. S. Rafinesque-Schmaltz,
Chancellor of the American Consulate, Palermo.

P. S.—I could not get the parcel of plants ready for this

opportunity, but I shall send them by another, the William

Gray, that sails for Salem in fifteen days, and the Super., Mr.

Waldo, will take charge of them.

\_To Hon. T. Pickering^

Hamilton, Jan. 5, 1809.

Dear Sir:—In the present deplorable state of our Country,

many respectable and considerate men, as well as the clergy,

in this vicinity, think it highly proper that a day should be

set apart for fasting and prayer. They have only contem-

plated a fast in this commonwealth, but have conceived that,

under all the circumstances, it mav be difiicult to obtain an

appointment from the usual authority.

Mr. Livermore, in a letter I received a few days ago, sug-

gests the propriety of a fast through all the New England

states, and observes that the clergy might do much in effect-

ing this desirable object. I was much pleased with this pro-

posal from him, and can not help indulging the hope that

means will be adopted for carrying it into effect.

It will be unnecessary for me to state to you, sir, the mo-

tives which would induce serious Christians to desire that a

day might be appointed for this purpose in all the N. England

States, that at a crisis so momentous they may unitedly, on

the same day, offer up their fervent supplications to the Su-

preme Ruler, whose prerogative it is to "
sit as judge among

the nations," and whose merciful interpositions have so often

saved our country in times of extreme calamity. Such days

are favorable opportunities for impressing upon the minds of

the people a sense of their danger and their duty. I have no

idea of making religion an engine of state policy, but I do
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believe such solemnities have a natural and powerful tendency

to awaken the people to see threatening evils, and notwith-

standing democratic influences, to convince many of the de-

luded of their errors and unite them in future measures for

the salvation of their common country. Clergymen very gen-

erally, I believe, will feel it their duty and have the fortitude

to convey to the least informed much important and useful

information. These may be means Avhich, by the smiles of

Heaven, may go far in saving us from impending ruin. I

well recollect that our frequent fast days, in the time of our

revolutio'nary war, were punctually attended, and with much

solemnity. They had a very visible effect in animating and

in keeping up the spirit of the people. Observing the same

day in so many states would much increase the solemnity, and

might possibly have some effect in other parts of the union, if

not on our National councils.

The only diiJiculty, it appears to me, is, how to procure the

appointment. The body of the clergy, almost unanimously

federal, would, I believe, cheerfully contribute all the aid in

their power ;
but were they to take an active part, or were it

to appear to be their plan, much clamor and opposition would

be excited. You are sensible of the outcry that has been

made against preaching politics, when the complaint, in reality,

was only against the politics they preached. On days of pub-

lic fasts and thanksgivings, I believe, they have very generally,

notAvithstanding this clamor, taken a view of the state of the

country, and would undoubtedly do it on the present occasion.

In this state, you are sensible, the present chief magistrate is

notoriously an enemy to clergymen. He certainly Avould op-

pose such an appointment. But, if his Council and the two

Houses should be favorable to it, I can see no impropriety in

its being recommended by them.

To bring about an appointment in all the N. England states,

a mode has occurred to me, Avhich I will venture to suggest to

you, and beg your attention to it. That the federal members

in Concrress from these states would be favorable to such an

appointment, I can not doubt. Should they recommend it to

the executives of the several states by private correspondence,

or any other way they may think proper, it is believed it
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would be effected. It would then originate from the most

proper source. You are the best informed of the perilous

state of the nation. You are the guardians of our liberties

and Avelfare. Your recommendation Avould have an influence

which can be derived nowhere else. Were it consistent with

your idea of propriety, it would be very desirable that it

might be publicly known to be recommended by members of

Congress. Notwithstanding democratic opposition, it could

not fail of calling up more effectually the attention of the

people. Would there be any impropriety in sending a circu-

lar, signed by as man}^ as may feel disposed, to the Governors

Trumbull, Tichenor, and Fenner, to leading members of our

Legislatures, and to influential gentlemen in N. Hampshire?
But I submit the matter, and will thank you to communicate

the mode I have proposed to Mr. Hillhouse, with my sincere

regards, and to as many others as you may think proper.
The complaints and sufferings among the people are increas-

ing, foreign articles rising, and money extremely scarce
;
but

there appears an unaccountable insensibility and indifference

to the multiplied evils coming upon us. Since the passing of

the additional embargo bill in the Senate, the alarm here is

increased, and many are quite appalled. Salem is said to be

much stirred up, and that some of the democrats publicly de-

clare that this bill will unite N. England in a determined op-

position to these horrid measures of the government.
I must beg you to excuse this long letter. I had not time

to make it shorter.

I am, with the sincerest respect.

Your humble servant,

M. Cutler.

\From Colonel Pickering.~\

Washington, Jan. 12, 1809.

Bear Sir:—Y^'esterday I received your letter of the 5th.

The crisis is not yet arrived, when, in my opinion, a general

fad would be expedient. Our legislature is soon to meet.

During their session more will be known of the operations of

the General Government. Should these render a serious op-

position by the New England States indispensable for the

preservation of their rights as freemen, and the restoration of
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their cnmmcrcial rights, then, "^-hen the firm stand shall he re-

solved on, it would not only he expedient, hut the religious

duty of a people believing in a superintending Providence, to

invoke its protection and blessing, while they humble them-

selves under a sense of those sins which have rendered them

objects of the Divine displeasure. In the mean time, all re-

flecting and pious men will, individually, seek that direction

from Heaven which the times appear to call for. I am averse

to whatever shall have the appearance of ostentation and man-

agement. A public fast is a solemn and great act of the

community, and the occasion should be alike great and solemn.

Nee Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindiee nodiis, will suggest to

you my view of the question you. have desired me to consider.

Entertain no fear of an immediate Avar. For my part, I

think no war is to be deprecated at. this time, excepting one

wdth Great Britain. The impostors who have directed our

national affairs for eight years past are not ready for that,

much as they are disposed to favor France, and notwithstand-

ing their never-dying hatred of England. The appearances of

preparations for war are, for the most part, mere tricks of

state
;
and all the Avar speeches of the few Avho are in the

secret, are designed purely to keep the people quiet under the

distressing pressure of the embargo, by holding up to their

vicAv the evils and distresses of war, especially of a Avar Avith

Great Britain, against whom all their artillery of Avords is di-

rected. The other spouters, implicitly confiding in their lead-

ers, are but parrots repeating the notes proceeding from the

palace. I have not time to add more than that I am, with

very sincere esteem.

Dear Sir, your friend and servant,

Timothy Pickering.

P. S.—I have also received your letter of December 28.

The Rev'd Doctor Cutler.

\_To Ephraim Cutler, Esq.']

Hamilton, March 23, 1813.

My Son :
—Your favor of February 3d (but postmarked the

18th), I received about the 6th inst., and rejoiced much to

hear from you, Avhich we had not done for a long time. . . .



318 Life of Rev. ^lanasseh Cutler.

The account you have given me of the treatment of the

Indians in two towns vou have mentioned, and of the un-

disciplined state of the militia which made so large a portion

of General Harrison's Army, is truly astonishing. The peo-

ple who have treated these Indians in this savage manner,
have debased themselves far below the savages. I have long
been satisfied that the Indians are rarely, if ever, the first

aggressors in their wars with the white people. Yery little is

to be expected from soldiers who are under no discipline ;
and

this was probably very much the case with General Hull's

army, and is still with the troops at Plattsburg, and near

Niagara ;
nor will it ever be much otherwise until there is a

Commander-in-chief who is fit for the station. Heaven has

remarkably frowned up^on all the attempts made to invade

Canada. It is, however, no more than we might expect in

carrying on a war so unprovoked, unnecessary, and abominably

unjust. I was very sorry to find your son was one of the

conscripts. I hope you will, at all events, provide a sub-

stitute.

It is to be extremely regretted that your state continues, so

Democratic. If you had united with New York and the four New

England states, there would have been, very probably, a peace

majority in the new Congress. As it is, if North Carolina

and Tennessee do not elect their members before the extra

session in May, the war party must be in the minority at that

time. In this quarter, the distresses of the war are most

sensibly felt. Commerce has almost totally ceased. Yery
little has been obtained by privateering. Double the amount

of property has been taken in the ships that have been cap-

tured, since this vile business commenced, to what has been

brought in by the privateers. I rejoice that scarc^y a Fed-

eralist has been concerned in them. Almost every privateer

from Massachusetts is taken. We have had the account of

the capture of a number within a few days. The few that are

in are afraid to go out.

But Avhat has greatly increased the distress in our seaports,

and the inland towns in this part of the country, is the almost

total failure of the crop of Indian corn the last season. The

spring was cold and late, Avhich occasioned the corn to be



Life of Rev. Manaaseh Cutler. 319

planted lute
;
the summer was rather favorable, so that the

corn obtained a pretty good growth ; but, at the time it was

full in the milk, we had repeated frosts, and some of them so

severe as to freeze the grain to the cob. The husks did not

open, and great quantities rotted in the fields, so as to be of-

fensive on passing through them. Much of it even cattle

w^ould not eat, and for hogs it was useless. That which was

planted early was the best. We should, probably, have had

about two hundred bushels, but saved only twenty v/hich

would do to grind, and much of that, in common years, we

should not have attempted to make into bread. We had one

acre of pretty good rye, and this is all we expect to have un-

til another crop is obtained. Numerous families live wholly
without bread, using potatoes for a substitute. We had a

good crop, about three hundred bushels, but we had to fatten

our pork, and keep our store hogs upon them. We have not

yet been without bread at table
;
but I believe I have not eaten

much above a pound of bread for more than three months.t««

Many more vessels.than usual were sent to the South for corn

and flour
;
a large number of them have been taken, and very

few have yet arrived. We have just had news of a vessel

taken by the Chesapeake Blockading Fleet, in attempting to

run by from James River, the Captain of which was a near

neighbor; and the black man I brought from Washington, and

who has since lived with me, and on whom I depended for

help, was taken in her.

Jervis is with us. This winter he has been employed

mostly in engraving, and has work from Salem and Boston.

A book has been published this winter, which goes to the

world as his production, under the following title : -'A Topo-

grT3phical Description of the State of Ohio, Indiana Territory,

and Louisiana^ ^Comprehending the Ohio and Mississippi

Rivers and their principal tributary streams
)^~
The face of the

country, soil, waters, natural productions, animal, vegetable,

and mineral; Towns, villages, settlements, and improvements.
And a concise account of the Indian tribes west of the ]\Iis-

sissippi. To which is added an interesting Journal of Mr.

Charles Le Raye while a captive with the Sioux nation on the

waters of the Missouri River. By a late officer in the U. S.
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Army." There is added an Appendix, which Avas not orig-

inally intended, containina: some account of the Indian nations

within the United States. The materials for this work Avere

very scanty. The account of the Indians west of the Missis-

sippi, I happened to obtain from Mr. Jeft'erson, when I was

at Congress. It was communicated to him by Captain Lewis

and Mr. Sibley, and never has been published. From these

accounts, and from several Journals of Officers, Avhich Jervis

obtained at New Orleans, this part is made out, and is, I be-

lieve, the best to be found. But the account of the Indians

Avithin the United States is deficient, taken mostly from old

official accounts, the best Ave could obtain. Le Raye's Jour-

nal is interesting. He gave it to Jervis on his Avay, in the

boat AA'ith him, down the Mississippi. There are five copper-

plates, Avell executed
;
a view of Cincinnati, a Flat-head man,

woman, and child, the Mountain sheep, and an antelope. About

one thousand copies are printed, of which two hundred are

bound, and the others are in the hands of the book-binder.

It appears to be quite popular, and all that are bound, I be-

lieve are sold.i' We shall send one to you as soon as Ave have

opportunity.
I received, not long ago, the Constitution of a Bible Society

at Marietta. We have a Bible Society called the ''Bible So-

ciety of Salem and vicinity." The object of this Society is,

in the first place, to supply our OAvn vicinity, in Avhich are five

seaports, containing many poor people. We Avere incorporated
somcAvhat more than tAvo years ago, and have purchased about

one thousand Bibles, Avhich I believe the managers have dis-

tributed, and Avhich probably afford a pretty good supply to

those poor people. We shall then, as our funds permit, send

Bibles abroad. It is probable that a number may be sent, on

application, to the Bible Society at Marietta. From the Bible

Society at Philadelphia (who have been at the great expense
of procuring stereotypes for printing the Bibles) Ave have or-

dered two hundred of the stereotyped Bibles to be forAvarded,

and shall, probably, have all our Bibles printed in Philadelphia,
from whence they might be sent to Marietta. I believe I

shall send you, Avith this letter, our Incorporating Act and

Constitution. This Society was formed pretty much through
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the exertions of Colonel Tliorndike and myself. We organized

ourselves before incorporation, but collected no money.
Colonel Thorndike's name you have probably seen in the pa-

pers. He is a member of our Senate, and reputed the richest

man, next to Mr. Gray, in Massachusetts. He was at first

elected President, and myself Vice-President. We were the

committee to secure the Act. He at that time moved to Bos-

ton, and after Incorporation I was chosen President, and so

continue. At our annual meeting, in April, we are to have

our first public exercises, and I am appointed to deliver the

sermon. '.

Your affectionate Parent,

M. Cutler.

[To JEphrahn Cutler.^

Hamilton, August 27, 1818.

3Iy Dear Son :—By Mr. Dana I received a letter from you

wholly confined to the concerns of the College at Athens. It

is a subject in which, I must confess to you, I do not feel

myself much interested. When I reflect upon the exertion I

was obliged to make, and the opposition I had to encounter

in obtaining a grant from Congress of the two townships for

the establishing of that institution, and consider the total neg-
lect I have experienced respecting the founding the college,

my feelings have been much hurt. The fact is, the people in

the State of Ohio are wholly indebted to me for procuring the

grant of those townships, and the ministerial and school lands

in the Ohio Company's purchase, and, indeed, for similar grants

in Judge Symmes' purchase.

When Mr. Sargent and myself applied to Congress for the

purchase, no person, to my knowledge, had an idea of asking
for such grants. On my mentioning it to Mr. Sargent and

others friendly to the purchase, they were rather opposed,

fearing that it would occasion an increased price for the lands.

When the application was first made for the grants, a large

majority appeared opposed. I had previously contemplated
the vast benefit that might be derived from it in future time,

and was determined to make every exertion to obtain it. Mr.

Sargent, indeed, cordially united with me in endeavoring to

VOL. II.—21
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surmount the difficulties which appeared in the way, until the

object was obtained. Judge Synunes Avas waiting the issue of

ouK application with the intention to apply for his purchase,
but had not thought of such grants until they were made to

us. He then included similar grants in his application.

It is well known to all concerned with me in transacting

the business of the Ohio Company that the establishment of a

University was a first object, and lay with great weight on ray

mind. In view of the origin and exertions made to obtain the

townships, I can not help considering myself, in some sense,

as the donor, and that I have been entitled to some attention

on that ground. You may charge it to my vanity, but such

are my feelings, which I venture to confess to you. Mr. Dana

gives a very flattering- account of the present state and future

prospects of the College. It is my earnest prayer that it

may increase and flourish, and prove a great and permanent

blessing in future time.

Mr. Dana has been very pressing that I should be a sub-

scriber to the funds he is endeavoring to obtain, stating his

apprehension that it would influence non-residents more

readily to afford their aid. With much reluctance I have

subscribed $20, not from want of disposition to promote the

Institution, but from inability in my present circumstances to

give any thing, and from a persuasion in my own mind that,

all things considered, I have done as much as could be rea-

sonably expected of me. It is not in my power to give any

thing I possess here. I have assured him I can only depend
on the sale of lands in your hands for the payment, and have

given him an order to that amount. The order does not stand

just as I should have chosen to have had it. It says funds

now in your hands, or may be hereafter. I have told him I

would not consent to have it paid out of the sum for which

3^ou have sold a mile square lot, and Avhich I expected to

have received a considerable time ago, and that I should so

write to you. He fully declared that he did not desire to re-

ceive it out of that money, but was willing to wait any time

until you could conveniently pay it.

Altho' I have written so long a letter, I will venture to

mention one matter more, in whicli you and my other chil-



Life of Rev. 3Ianasseh Cutler. 323

dren have a greater interest than myself, and which it may
be in your power to promote. I am just going off the stage,

and any mark of respect that can be shown to me in this

world, I consider of very little consequence to myself, but

may be of some to my posterity. It is this : That, as the

College is now established, there might be some memento pre-

served in it, respecting the obtaining so large a fund as the

two townships, which I was the sole instrument of procuring,
tho' not the real donor

;
such as the name of some buildingt,

or hall, or some other object of less consequence—merely

preservative of the name. This is no more than has been in-

variably customary in all the colles-es in New Eno-land.

T will only add.

Your affectionate parent,

M. Cutler.
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CHAPTER XXI.

Letters from AV. D. Pkck, Benjamin Tali.madge, Timothy Pickering,
Samuel Taggart, Kufu.s Putnam—Diaries for ISDId to. IS 16—
Charge at Oudixation of Rev. Mr. Kimbali,—Reminiscences by

Mrs. Wheeler, Allen Dodge, Dil Brown, Mr. Cheeveu—Sunday
.School—Funeral Sermon—()bituai;y Notices.

On board the Galen,
Lat. 48° 53', Long. 16°, Juhj 1, 1805.

To Rev. Dr. Cutler.

Reverend and Bear Sir :
—I embarked with my fellow pas-

sengers on the 3d of June. Our progress hitherto has been

slow and tedious, having had no wind, since Ave left Boston,

which was actually fair, and we have sailed close hauled on

the wind the greatest part of the time. So prevalent have

been the breezes from the Southward and Eastward, that we

have thought constancy, an attribute hitherto denied them,

might be given to the winds.

I have seen fewer marine productions than I expected. The

Fucus natans occurred but seldom, and instead of fields of it,

I saw only detached pieces. Some of these I took, and found

on them two species of Cancer
;

one of these seems to be

Cancer minutus, and the other approaches the Cancer pen-

naccus, though it does not perfectly accord with any species

in the 12th edition of the Syst. Nat.

The Portugese Man of War of the sailors is a very curious

animal, and may be called Medusa cristata. Its form is oval,

its body inflated with air, which keeps it afloat
;
and the crest,

which answers the purpose of a sail, occupies the length of

the back. The tentacula occupy the anterior and inferior

part of it. . . . The tentacula are surprisingly extensible,

so that they may be lengthened three fathoms, or contracted

to two inches. Other species of Medusa have presented

themselves, some of which are very beautiful, and one I found

phosphorescent, or giving a most beautiful and vivid light in

the night. Several other gelatinous animals abound in the
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ocean, of wonderful structure and exquisite transparency.

The Fucus natans is beautifully incrusted with Flustra foliacea.

A small shark was taken yesterday. It proved to be the

Squalus glaucus, the back of a fine blue-slate color.

I took with me the Medical Repository of Dr. Mitchill, and

find, in the number for August, September, and October, that

M. Rafinesque has found that the canvas-back is the Anas

ferina of Linne. I confess I feel a little vexed that Dr.

Mitchill or Dr. Barton have not done this before, and that we

are obliged to a foreigner for the name ot a bird which has

been so long celebrated ;
and I am ashamed, too, that this

bird should be known to the wise men of the South more as a

tid-bit, a gulae irritamentum, than as a link in the chain of

nature. Now, the Anas ferina has been known to me several

years. A gunner at Kittery brought me a pair of them, I

believe, ten years ago, so that it is sometimes found in our

waters
;
and the Yallisneria, as I believe I mentioned to you,

is found in the Artichoke. As the plant which M. Rafinesque

says is its food is found with us, the bird may also be reck-

oned one of ours.

I avail myself of a little leisure which I have while at sea

to write you ; but, having much to do, must break ofi" rather

abruptly. It will serve, however, to assure you that I am
not forgetful of your many kindnesses, and that I am, my
dear Sir,

Your very aifectionate and obliged friend and servant,

W. D. Peck.

'[From Colonel JBenj. Talhnadge^

Washington, Jan. 23, 1806.

Dear Sir :
—

. . . The House of Representatives have

been engaged for a fortnight past in confidential business. I

wish it was proper for me to communicate to you the subjects

as well as the manner of the debates. Knowing the charac-

ters who appeared in the debate, I am persuaded you would

be greatly pleased with a history of this interesting transac-

tion.

I was at Mr. Meri-y's last Saturday, when Mrs. Merry re-

membered her old friend Dr. Cutler very cordially.
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Mr. Wright, of the Senate, has brought in a bill offering a

bounty of $200 to any person who shall shoot a British officer,

if he should attempt to impress him. Its other provisions are

the most singular of any that I remember to have seen. The

spirit of the nation seems to run high against the British

Government and Nation.

I am, dear Sir, sincerely yours,

Benj. Tallmadge.

[From Colonel Benj. Tallmadge^

Washington, Feb. 19, 1806.

Dear Sir :
—I have now before me your letters of January

29th and February 8th. It would afford me peculiar pleas-

ure if I was at liberty to give you the Details of our late se-

cret session. The attempt to remove the injunction of secrecy

has been more than once made, but without success. The

truth is, our exclusiv^e republican Brethren, those dear Lovers

of the people, do not think it safe (at least for their own repu-

tations) to trust them with the knowledge of all their political

Intrigues. For my own part, I could w^ish that every person
in the U. S. could have witnessed the passing scenes. One

thing I will venture to predict, that whenever the secret gets

out, the world will wonder that so much Importance has been

bestowed on such an event.

The schism which has taken place between Northern and

Southern Democrats looks to be of the irreconcilable nature

that it never can be healed. J. Randolph and some of his

fast friends lead the Southern Junto
;
while Bidwell, General

Varnum, Crowninshield, and General Thomas, appear to man-

age the Northern Phalanx. In many trials of strength their

force has appeared to be so nearly balanced that the weight of

the little Federal band has given a preponderating turn to the

balance. In some contests, Randolph has kept the field of

Argument, alone, against the whole host of his guards or

brethren, and even silenced their batteries, ilis attacks have

been general or personal, as best suited his purpose ; and, in

some of his philippics, the gall of his heart was poured forth

without mixture. Epithets have, in consequence, attached to

certain Characters, which thev can not shake off, and which
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we sometimes think prevents them from over much talldng.

You will undoubtedly recollect the peculiar nasal sound of

General 's voice. Randolph called it a "
sepulchral tone,"

or,
" in the language of the common prayer book, might be

either said or sung." General Varnum he has styled sivorn

Interpreter of Presideyitial Itlessages, etc. Bidwell is mani-

festly not a little mortified, and speaks but rarely, especially

when R. is present.

If you ask me what good is to result from all this, I must

say, perhaps no lasting good, inasmuch as it has been uni-

formly found to be true, that whenever the principles of the

party are attacked, they will immediately unite as in a com-

mon Cause.

The Senate have not yet sent us the St. Domingo Bill.

When it comes, I presume we shall follow the measures of the

Senate. In fact, the dignified spirit of our country has either

fled or sleeps.

I am aifectionately and sincerely yours,

Benj. Tallmadge.
Rev'd M. Cutler.

\_Fro7)i Colonel Tallmadge.~\

Washington, April 2, 1806.

Dear Sir:—Yesterday we had one of the proudest days
that has fallen to our lot during the session. Early in the

day, Jno. Randolph offered a Resolution (after the Galleries

were cleared) to take oft' the injunction of Secrecy from the

Members relative to our proceedings during the late sittings
in Conclave. Early, of Georgia, moved to postpone the con-

sideration indefinitely. This was considered to be tantamount

to a negative, and brought on a warm discussion. Mr. R.

took a very wide range indeed, and pelted the Secretary of

State severely. He pronounced him either ignorant of his

Duty, or wicked in executing it. In fact, he finally declared

that he (the Sec'y of State) had made proposals to take the

money from the Treasury, before Congress convened, to pur-
chase the Floridas, and trust to a future appropriation to

cover this nefarious Con iuct. This brought up Smilie, Find-

ley, Eppes, Bidwell, Early, etc., but R. silenced them all. Jn
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fact, I have never witnessed such a Debate. The Question

was taken by yeas and nays on the postponement, and lost by
one majority. Several other motions were made to evade the

main Question, but could not be carried. The Abettors of

the late measure, appropriating $2,000,000 to purchase the

Floridas, and in this way, for aught we know, committing this

Country for millions more, began now to look thunderstruck,

and seemed to look almost willing to call to the rocks and moun-

tains to fall on them. The vote was taken on the Resolution

about half past 5 o'clock, and carried. Our late secret pro-

ceedings will therefore be now made public, and the papers, I

have no doubt, will be filled with the same.

I write in great haste, and am,

Sincerely and respectfully yours.

Dr. Cutler. Benj. Tallmadge.

\From Tiynotliy Pichering .'\

City of Washington, llarch, 1806.

Dea7' Sir:—I received your letter of the 15th ult. If Mr.

Collins sends me the letter from Sweden, I will forward it to

you without delay. I will also take the packet on my
return.

McMahon has, within a few days, informed me that his book

on gardening is published, and asked my orders concerning

your copy. It being so late in the session,! have desired him

to retain it until I retui-n. But is it not probable that he will

send some copies to Boston? I believe I had better hint that

to him
; and, in that case, to send a copy for you, because it

is not improbable that Congress may sit to a late day in April
—

I understand that the President has intimated as much—and

you may wish for your copy early in the spring.

With great regard and esteem, I am yours,

T. Pickering.

P. S.—Mr. Bind has failed in sending some of your papers ;

but you will not lose much thereby. No Minister is nominated

for London. I presume Monroe will remain there alone.

Least of all will Burr.
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\_From Timothy Pickering .~\

Washington, 3Iarch 8, 1806.

Dear Sir:—It gives me pleasure that at length I can inclose

you one Washington Federalist in which you ^\*\\l find some

amusement.

John Randolph has repeated in public the reproaches which,

with closed doors, he had uttered against our noble President,

who is, indeed, a most miserable visionary in politics, and

ridiculously credulous in all things, even in his favorite pur-

suit, Natural History. I do not think any Federalists view

him with more contempt than many of his own adherents.

He is evidently fast sinking into contempt ; and, before his

term expires (going on as of late), he will be glad to seek

refuge in Carter's or any other mountain, not from an enemy,
but from the scorn of the whole American Avorld.

Adieu !

• • T. Pickering.

l_Froi)i Hon. Samuel Taggart.'\

Washington, 3Iareh 4, 1813.

3fg Dear Sir :
—I received yours of the 25th ult. on the

evening of the second instant. From some things in it I am
rather led to expect to hear from you to-day, but as I shall be

so busy packing up that I shall not have time to write after

the mail comes in, I thought I would write a few lines this

morning for the last time during my present residence in

Washington. My fellow-boarders are all gone, so that for the

day I am left alone, but' shall, I hope, be on the road to-mor-

row morning, when I expect to find the traveling, especially

this part of the way, to be bad in the extreme. The 12th

Congress closed its political existence last evening at nearly
12 o'clock. I was not in at the death. I retired to my
lodgings between nine and ten. The house had then nothing
to do, and was waiting for the Senate. Some bills were after-

wards returned from the Senate with amendments, which were

lost in the House for the want of a quorum. Some exertions

were made to obtain a quorum by sending for members at

their homes, and a number returned, but not enough to make
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a quorum. I did not return, althougli sent for—partly, be-

cause I was in bed, and felt no inclination again to traverse

the mud in a dark night between my lodgings and the Capitol,

and partly because I thought it likely that the license bill and

the non-exportation bill had been returned with amendments,
and these I felt willing to defeat in any way. As it happened,

however, these bills were postponed in the Senate. One or two

bills which were lost in this way it would, perhaps, have been

well enough to have had passed, but I trust the nation will re-

ceive no great detriment by their failure.

One very foolish bill, authorizing the destruction of the

enemy's vessels by torpedoes, or other submarine explosions,

was taken up in a frolic and passed. Those who voted to

take it up for the purpose of hearing a drunk man make a

speech, could not afterward vote it down. I understood,

however, that the President did not sign it, and for this act I

am willing to allow, abstaining to do one bad thing which he

had in his power. The retaliation bill, however, has passed,

and is, in my opinion, a disgrace to our statute book.

A resolution passed the House of Representatives on Mon-

day, on the motion of Mr. Goldsborough, calling on the Pres-

ident for information in relation to the state of our foreign

relations with France. Late last evening an answer was re-

turned, containing a stingy correspondence between Barlow

and the Duke of Bassano, partly in May and partly in Octo-

ber of the last year. The October correspondence gave

encouragement of an almost immediate conclusion both of a

treaty of commerce and a convention in relation to spolia-

tions. He Avas summoned to Wilna, to close the business

there
;
but Bonaparte, when he passed through Wilna, on his

return, was in such a hurry for fear the Cossacks would catch

him that he had not time to pay any attention to his humble

friend
;
and Joel died suddenly, on his return, of an inflam-

mation of the lungs, at a small village near to Cracow in

Poland. There is a whisper that he was assassinated, but I

know not on wliat foundation it rests. The circumstance of

his leavino; the mild climate of Paris at that season of the

year, and encountering the rigors of winter in the North of

Europe in such a long journey, is sufficient both to account
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for his death and the disorder by which he is said to have

died. He is said to have left his papers, both public and pri-

vate, in a state of the utmost disorder, and to have effected

nothincr. There may be something particularly providential

to the United States in his death at this critical moment. It

may retard an entangling alliance, and eventually break the

snare. News, I can give you none which you will not get as

soon and more fully in the papers ;
and I have now time to

write but little more. You will have heard of the capture of

the Post at Ogdensburg by the British. This is another

sample of success in the conquest of Canada. Harrison's

Great Battle proves all to be a hum, as I believe I wrote in

my last. I hope I shall hear from you, either by the mail of

to-day or on my return home. I shall now bi'd you farewell

until I return to Washington, unless I should receive a letter

from you which requires an answ^er before the twenty days

expire. I rest yours aifectionately, Saml. Taggart.

P. S. In speaking on Mr. Calhoun's non-exportation bill, Mr.

Quincy took the opportunity of giving the Cabinet another

most severe lashing.

[From Hon. Samuel Taggart.']

Washington, Feb. 19, 1815.

My Dear Sir:—I calculate that there is some probability

that I may hear from you by to-morrow's mail, and therefore

write this by anticipation ;
but I shall not inclose nor put it

in the post-office until after the usual time of the arrival of

to-morrow's mail, as it will not leave Washington before Tues-

day morning. If I receive any thing from you to-morrow, 1

shall notice it in this.

I long to receive some letters from New England, giving

the account of the manner of their reception of the news of

peace. Last Monday it was received in the town of Green-

field, the county town of our county of Franklin, merely by
the report of a passenger in the stage. The only bell in the

place Avas set to ringing, and the firing of cannon was kept up
for as much as two hours. Their informant, however, was a

gentleman of character, personally known in the place, who
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had come direct from New Haven after the news had been re-

ceived there.

I shall besiin this where I closed niv last, which I believe

was when the treaty was before the Senate undecided. The

decision took place without a dissenting voice as soon as it

could consistent with their established rules, i. e., after it had

lain over one day. This was on Thursday last. Friday

morning it was expected the treaty would have been published
in form

;
and the reason why it was not was that Mr. Baker,

Avho was the bearer of the ratification of the Prince regent,

which he was to exchange for that of the President of the

United States, had not arrived in Washington. He arrived

on Friday evening about 8 o'clock.
'

The ratification was pres-

ently exchanged, and
'

on Saturday morning the treaty, to-

gether with the President's proclamation, declaring it to be

ratified and become the supreme law of the land, was pub-
lished. The treaty will probably meet your eye before you
receive this letter, as it will be on the way two, if not three,

days sooner than this.

The treaty I call a ood one, because it secures to us' the

blessing of peace, which is beyond all price ;
and even if it

was much less advantageous than it is, I should rejoice in it.

I think it is as good as we had any right to expect, and better

than I expected we could obtain. But it falls far short of the

extravagant demands of our government at the commence-

ment of the Avar, and what they would have still continued to

be had Bonaparte continued all-powerful in Europe. As

good, and probably a better, treaty might have been obtained

when a cessation of arms was asked for by Admiral Warren,

and an immense saving both of blood and treasure have been

made. Our war-hawks, some of them at least, affect to speak

of it as a glorious war and an honorable peace ;
but the treaty

guaranties no one object for which the war was commenced.

It is entirely silent about free-trade and sailors' rights, or the

doctrine of blockades and impressment, nor does it say a

word about either the India trade or the fisheries, which may,

notwithstanding this treaty, be placed upon a worse footing

than before the war
;
and it is thought that the stipulated

running of the lines will take something off from our terri-
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torv, both on the eastern frontier of the district of ISIaine and

the northern frontier of Vermont and New York—that it will

encroach so far as to include Burlington and Plattsburg

Avithin the bounds of Canada.

There is another consequence of this war, whicli I think I

clearly foresee. I do not know whether it strikes others in

the same light it does me, i. e., this war which was waged for

the express purpose of humbling Great Britain, and to compel
her to do us justice, according to the common slang of the

day, will render this country tributary to her, for perhaps
half a century to come, in thisw^ay. Interest on public stocks

is low in England, averaging not more than four per cent.

Great numbers of the holders of American stocks Avish to

avail themselves of it as a mercantile capital. It will be

either so or exchanged for British goods. This stock, on ac-

count of its bearing a higher interest, will be eagerly sought
after by the moneyed capitalists of Europe, and it would not

be strange if within three years much the largest portion of

our public stocks should be owned in Great Britain. The in-

terest will have to be paid in a foreign country in specie, and

this will make a constant drain of the precious metals. But

Avitli all these and greater inconveniences Peace is a blessing

beyond all price.

There is one observation farther, which has occurred to me.

We live in an eventful period. Probably there has not been

so long, so destructive, and so extensive a war in the civilized

world as has been during the last 20 or 25 years. How sud-

den and how great is the change Avithin the last 18 months.

Perhaps there has not been a period Avithin the recollection of

any person now living in Avhich the European Avorld has been

so generally at peace as at this moment. The United States

Avere the last in getting into the vortex, and they have been

the last in tasting the blessings of peace. May this peace

among the nations prove the happy prelude of the universal

reign of him who is the Prince of peace.

What the effect of peace will be on the state of political

parties in this country, it Avill be impossible to foresee on any
other grounds than conjecture. There is no doubt 1)ut en-

deavors Avill be used to make the public believe that it is an
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advantageous peace, and that Great Britain has been com-

pelled to yield to us a great deal, and the credit of the whole

will be claimed for the administration. Indeed, I can see this

game begun already, and it will probably be attended with

some success. I hope Federalism will keep its ground, but if

I could obtain it for wishing, I would not bestow a single

wish to have them the majority in the next Congress. People
are so elated with the idea of peace, that they expect to get

rid of all their other burdens, particularly the taxes, with the

war. It is evident that heavy burdens upon the people must

continue for some years at least. Should the Federalists now

come into power, and heavy taxes be continued, all the blame

would be thrown upon them, and no stone would be left un-

turned to render theni unpopular. As the present ruling

party have spread the table and made the war feast, it Avould

be all best for them to have the burden devolve upon them of

making arrangements, to pay the bill. I mean, that it would

be all best for the federal interest
;
and should they, after a

lapse of two or three years, come into power, they would be

much more likely to hold their seats than if they came in now;
and in the meantime, as a burnt child dreads the fire, there is

no danger that they will either involve the nation in another

war or recommence a system of commercial restrictions
;
and

if peace continue in Europe, there would be no inducement

for either.

I subscribe myself, yours affectionately,

Samuel Taggart.

Feb. 20. I received no communication from you this day.

The President has communicated the treaty to Congress to-

day, accompanied with a message. Five thousand copies of

the treaty and message are ordered to be printed. The mes-

sao-e is about as false and Jesuitical as usual. I shall send

you a copy.

Diary.

Jan. 28, 1806. Attended fast at Mr. Frisbie's (Ipswich),

on account of his sickness. Mr. Webster prayed, and I

preached, a. m., though very unwell. Mr. Kimball prayed,

and Dr. Dana preached, P. M. We were at Mr. Rogers'.
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Feb. 28. Attended Mr. Frisbie's funeral as a bearer, with

Messrs. Dutch, Huntington, Webster, Bramen, and Woods.

Was unable myself to take any part. Mr. Bramen made the

first prayer. Mr. Huntington preached an excellent sermon.

Mr. Woods made the last prayer. Several ministers present.

Dr. Dana walked as a mourner. An exceedingly large As-

sembly.

May 25, Lord's Bcvj. Preached at the late Mr. Frisbie's

parish, Ipswich. Administered the Sacrament. Dined at

Mr. Rogers', drank tea at Mr. Heard's, in company with

Major S\Vasey.

June 16, Monday. A total eclipse of the sun. Had no

time to regulate my clock
;
was in doubt about the time which

my clock and watch gave. Had only two pretty goo'd spy-

glasses ;
one a traveling glass, the other a sea spy-glass, which

I used, and very good for its kind. Made the following ob-

servations in my walk on the top of the house. The atmo-

sphere perfectly clear, not a speck of a cloud, no vapor on the

horizon, and scarcely a motion in the air during the eclipse.

Beginning, 10 h. 4' 30"

Beo-innin"; total dark., 11 h. 25' 1 -r^ ,• rt u on//° °
-.1 1 OA/ r Duration, 5' or 4' 30"

End do., . . 11 h. 30' j

End of Eclipse, 12 h. 50' 15"

Duration, 2 h. 45' 45"

The watch was about 5' too fast. I know not the rate of its

going. It has gained some. The finest day I ever saw when
I attempted any astronomical observations.

June 2f'. Received a letter and box containing Withering's

Botany, seeds, and Mrs. Merry's picture, from Mr. Merry, by
a vessel to Newburyport.

July 22. Captain Safford and myself went to Manchester,
and spent the day at Captain Ingolson's very agreeably. At-

tended to botany with his two daughters. Miss Mary, and

Mrs. Gridley. We drank tea at Dr. Lakeman's, and came
home.

[In August, Dr. Cutler made a business trip to Rhode
Island

;
and in September, a journey to Union, Maine, to at-

tend the ordination of Mr. True. He was moderator of the

council, and gave the charge. Went to General Knox's seat.
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Spent a Sabbath at New Castle, and preached : also one on

his return, at Falmouth. "A pleasant journey."]

Oct. 8. Attended ordaining Council at Ipswich. Colonel

Robert Dodge and Dea. Matthew Whipple, delegates. The

parts assigned : Introductory prayer, Mr. Eaton, of Boxford
;

Sermon, Mr. Allen, of Bradford
; Consecrating prayer, Mr.

Parish, of Byfield ; Charge, myself; Right hand. Dr. Dana
;

Concluding prayer, Mr. Whitaker, of Sharon. (Rev. David

Tenney Kimball * was the candidate ordained.) Dined at

Treadwell's. Large company ; many ministers and candi-

dates.

Oct. 11. My Charge called for to be printed.

[The following is a copy :

My Dear Sir :
—The interesting transactions of this day

must have deeply impressed your mind. At the altar of God

you are making your vows and devoting yourself to the serv-

ice of the sanctuary The arduous nature of the work you

are now undertaking
—the high responsibility of the minis-

terial office—the fearful consequences of unskillfulness and

unfaithfulness in the discharge of the duties of it, are consid-

erations which may well awaken the most lively sensibilities.

But the motives and views whicb have led you to devote

yourself to the work of the ministry, and the sense of duty

which has disposed you to accept the invitation of this Church

and congregation, encourage the pleasing hope that your
labors will be attended with the blessing of heaven.

You have now, by the solemn rites of ordination, been pub-

licly inducted to the office of a gospel minister. By fervent

prayer and imposition of the hands of the presb;ytery a most

weighty and important trust has been committed to you. As

a minister of the New Testament you are invested with the

pastoral care and oversight of the church and religious as-

sembly usualh^ worshiping in this house.

I am now, in compliance with the order of this ecclesiastical

council, and as their oi'gan, to address to you the solemn

charge.

* Rev. Dnvi'l 'IVuiicv Ivimball was born at Brail I'oid, Massachusetts

November 2-!, l~S'2. He «:raduate(l at Harvard, ISI):j; taught one year

at Phillips Academy, Andover.
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Reverend and Dear Sir :
—In the name of God and our

Lord Jesus Christ, and presence of these witnesses, we do

solemnly charge you to take heed to the Ministry which

you have received, and fulfill it. Preach the Word. Be

instant in season, and out of season
; reprove, rebuke,

exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine. Illustrate

the Gospel of the Grace of God, and, with all possible

clearness and fidelity, point out to fallen men the way of sal-

vation. That you may shew yourself a Scribe well in-

structed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, a Workman that

needeth not to be ashamed, converse much with the holy

scriptures, and imbibe the spirit of the inspired authors.

Endeavor to be well acquainted with the doctrines, duties,

and motives of religion, that you may clearly explain, fully

confirm, and successfully recommend' them to your hearers.

Having the ministry of reconciliation committed to you,

preach not yourself, but the unsearchable riches of Christ ;

proclaim to the obstinate the terror of the Lord
; testify to

all repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus

Christ—teaching the necessity of the renovation of the heart,

and of evangelical holiness.

As a faithful watchman, take heed to all the flock over

which the Holy Ghost has made you Overseer, and watch for

their souls as one that must give account. Be attentive

to the state of your flock. Shun not to declare the whole

counsel of God, and, with impartiality, apply yourself to

all ages and characters, without respect to persons. Fidel-

ity to your sacred office will engage you to bear testimony

against vice in all its forms, and to plead the cause of true

religion and virtue.

Not only in your public ministrations, but in your private

intercourse with your people, be ready to instruct, direct, and

encourage inquiring minds—to assist the weak, satisfy the

doubtinor, and comfort the disconsolate and afflicted. Visit

the houses of sorrow, and attend at the beds of the sick and

dying, mingling your sympathetic affections with their woes,

and applying to their wounds the balm of divine consolation.

Cheerfully engage in all those offices of piety and charity

VOL. II.—22
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which may have a tendency to promote the spiritual interest

and best good of your people.

My Brother :
—Give no offense in any thing, that the

Ministry be not blamed. Let it be your concern to ex-

emplify the doctrines and duties you preach, in your own life

and conversation. Seek after a growing acquaintance with

the power of religion in your soul, and study to live as the

humble, watchful, faithful servant of God in all the Avalks of

life, going before your people in the ways of piety and char-

ity, of peace and righteousness.

You are entering on your Avork at a time when the min-

isters of the gospel may be called to peculiar labors and

trials. To contend for the faith once delivered to the saints
;

to adhere with firmness to the plan of religion which we be-

lieve is evidently contained in the sacred scriptures ;
to pre-

serve peace and order
;
to prevent those inclosures from being

broke down, which have ever been the safety and ornament of

the church
;

to guard the unwary from being blown about by

every wind of doctrine, is, undoubtedly, the duty of every

gospel minister. You are, therefore, not to view it as a post

of honor, but of difficulties and trials, to which you are

called. Unwearied diligence, unremitting vigilance, much

self-denial, and unceasing intercession at the throne of grace,CD O 7

are necessary to discharge the duties which devolve upon you.

But, however arduous your Avork may appear, listen to no

discouragements. The Master, to whose service you have de-

voted yourself, has given you the encouraging and animating

promise : Lo, I am Avith you alway. My Grace is sufficient

for you.
In the course of your ministerial labors you will administer

the sacraments of the New Testament. Admit to baptism
those who have a right to this ordinance. Suifer little chil-

dren to come to Christ, and forbid them not. Invite to

the table of the Lord those who give evidence of gospel

qualifications. In the discharge of this very important part

of your ministerial duty make the word of God your rule,

and not the devious doctrines of men. Dispense with impar-

tiality the discipline which Christ has appointed in his church.

Exercise the authority you have now received in separating
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others to the Avork of the ministry. But hiy hands suddenly

on no man.

And may you, my dear sir, have the joy to see the work of

the Lord prosper in 3'^our
hands. May it please God to sup-

port you in all your trials, and comfort your heart in all your

sorrows. May you be a burning and shining light, and be

made happily instrumental in bringing many to glory. When

you are called from your labors on earth, may you receive the

reward of a faithful servant, and go to be forever present Avith

the Lord., AMEN.]

[The interleaved Almanac for 1807 is lost.]

June 7, 1808. Set out for Hampton, to attend the install-

ment of Mr. Webster. Dea. Math, ^hippie went with me.

Dined at Captain Allen Dodge's, in Newburyport, and lodged

at Colonel Tappan's, in Hampton.
June 8. The Council, consisting of 20 churches, about 50

in number, formed at 9 o'clock, a. m. I was chosen Mode-

rator, and Mr. D. Dana, Scribe. Interesting matters came

before the Council respecting Mr. Webster's dismission from

Chebacco. Unanimous vote passed to proceed to installment.

Procession formed at 12, and proceeded to the Meeting House.

I stated to the church and congregation generally the doings

of the Council. The Scribe read the list of Council, and all

the proceedings. I then called on the church to renew their

call, and Mr. Webster to reply. Some good pieces of music

performed as we went in, and before prayer. Dr. Buckminster

prayed, Mr. Worcester ^'-

preached. Dr. Thayer prayed before

the charge, Mr. Peabody gave the charge, Mr. Abbot the

Right hand, and Mr. Dow the last praj^er. A very large,

crowded Assembly, and perfect order. The Council richly

entertained at Colonel Tappan's.

Jul
1/ 4, Monday. Independence. We went to Salem. Pro-

*Rev. SaiDuel Worcester, D.D., clergy inun ;
liorn at Jiollis, X. If.,

1770, and died at Brainnrd, Tenu., June 7, I<S21
;
Dartmouth College,

1795. He was pastor of the Tabernacle Churcli, of Salem, Mtissachu-

setts, from 1SU3 to the time of liis death; Cori'es[)onding Secretary of

Foreign Missions, ISIO. Rev. Dr. Samuel Melancthon Worcester was

his son.—Drake's Dicf. ^Im. Iliag.
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cession formed at the Court-house. Escorted by the Wash-

ington Rangers, moved to Dr. Barnard's Meeting House. Dr.

Barnard prayed. Mr. Saltonstall delivered a spirited Federal

oration. Excellent music on the organ, and by the band.

Another procession moved to Mr. Hopkins' Meeting House,

consisting of all the Independent Military Companies except
one. A military oration by Mr. Story. Mr. Hopkins prayed.
Dined with the Federalists, and returned in the evening.

August 15, Monday. ToAvn Meeting, in consequence of a

Letter from the Selectmen of Boston, requesting the Towns

in the Commonwealth will unite in petitioning the President

to suspend the Embargo. I attended, and moved certain

votes complying with the request, and for a committee to pre-

pare a petition. Myself, Mr. Barnabas Dodge, Mr. Francis

Quarles, Mr. Barnabas Dodge, Jun., and Colonel Dodge, were

appointed, and reported a petition, which was accepted.

Mr. Hitchborn and wife, the two Misses Hitchborn, Mrs.

Glover, and a servant, came in a coach, and lodged with us.

Much company to-day, which prevented mc from preparing
for Town Meeting as I intended.

Aug. 16, Tuesday. Our friends from Boston went on East-

ward. Dr. Torrey, Mr. Poole, Captain Berry, and Captain

Hacker, and their wives, came. We all, with Temple and

Sophia, went over the ponds to fish, and collect berries. Tea

in the woods. Came home, and dined— a handsome dinner

prepared. Most of the children came.

Sept. 22, Thursday. Preached a lecture at Esq'r Giddings',

on account of his long confinement. Sent a letter to Hon.

Jos'h Quincy, containing $16 for the Hist. Society.

December 2. At home all day. Company. Mr. Jefferson's

conscripts drafted. Eleven men—eight Federalists, three

Democrats.

July 4, 1809, Tuesday. IVent on to Boston with Samuel

Blanchard, Esq. Arrived at 10, and put our baggage at his

brother's, in Brattle Street Square. We went directly to the

Senate Chamber, and were introduced to his Excellency, Gov-

ernor Gore. Met Lieutenant-Governor Cobb, President Ad-

ams, Judge Paine, Mr. Gerry, and a very great number of my
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old acquaintances. At 11 the procession moved, consisting

of the Executive Council, Senate, Representatives, civil and

military officers of the town, etc., escorted by the Cadets to

the Old South Meeting House, where divine service was per-

formed, and an Oration delivered by Wm. Tudor, Jun., Esq.
We returned to the Council Chamber, where a collation was

served. Mr. Blanchard and myself dined at his son Frank's.

Went to Mr. Lyman's—ate cantaloupe^. Called on Samuel

Gardner. In the evening went on the Common to see the fire-

works and the illumination of the Exchange Coffee-house.

July S. Mr. Blanchard and I, with Mr. Williams, went to

Cambridge. At President Webber's, Mr. Peck's and at the

the Botanic Garden. Dined at Mr. Lyman's, Boston, and

after dinner rode with Mr. Lyman in his carriage, to his seat

at Waltham. Great treat of fruit. 'Returned in the evening
to Mr. Williams'.

Juli/ 6. Went to see Mr. Pickering's most excellent por-
trait by Stua.rt, at Mr. Pratt's. A^ery complaisantly received.

Dined at Mr. Hitchborn's.

Jul// 11, Tuesday. Association in Salem at Mr. Worces-

ter's. All the members present. Dr. Griffin preached a good
sermon, handsomely delivered. I was Moderator. An excel-

lent and elegant dinner.

July 14. Studied hard. Received a diploma from the Lin-

nean Soc'y, Philada., by Dr. Muzza.

July 24. Mr. Blanchard here. Colonel Gibbs, of Rhode

Island, late from Europe, called with introductory letters
; go-

ing to the White Mountains to examine the fossils. I visited

Judge Pickering, who returned from Congress last week. Saw
the Whig-demo-paper, containing a scandalous calumny on

him, respecting a letter to S. Williams, London.

Dec. 20. Summoned to go to Salem, to give evidence before the

Supreme Court on the trial of Dr. Thomson * for murder. [Be-
fore Judge Parsons, respecting the medical properties of lobelia.]

* Dr. Samue! Thomson, author of the Ihomsonian 'llieory and
Practice of Medicine, was born in Alstead, New Hampshire, Feb.

9, 1769. His early lite was spent in hard labor upon a farm, and his

education was limited. About 1793 he introduced the Lobelia into

medicine unrler n, peculiar system of practice. He was bitterly de-
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3Iay 22, 1810. Attended the committee for forming the

Bible Society at Dr. Barnard's. Dr. Holyoke, Colonel Pick-

man, Mr. John Pickering, Doctors Treadwell and Oliver pres-

ent. Some opposition. Came home.

[On June 27, 1810, Dr. Cutler went to Mr. Allen's, in Brad-

ford, to attend the meeting of the General Association of

Massachusetts proper. He was unanimously elected Modera-

tor, and Mr. Worcester, Scribe. Mr. Hale Avas the standing

Secretary. About seventy ministers were present, and the

sessions continued three days. Dr. Cutler and Dr. Lyman
were chosen to represent the Association at the meeting of the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churches of the U. S.

of America, at Philadelphia the next May. At the close of the

meeting Dr. Cutler was complimented with a vote of thanks,

and the "Association dissolved after a very pleasing meeting,

great harmony, and perfect order."]

July 9. Went with Esquire Blanchard to view Mr. Hersey

Derby's
*

garden. Much pleased Avith it. SaAv the cactus

grandiflora, or night-floAvering cereus, in the green-house,

nouuced by the regular medical profession, and finally an open charge
of murder was preferred against him, in 180S, for sweating two chil-

dren to death, and again, in 1809, for the murder of a young man
named Lovel, who had died under his attention. Dr. Frencli charged
that he ' did kill and murder the said Lovel with lobelia, a deadly

poison.' His friends induced Judge Theophilus Parsons to hold a

special session of court at Salem. Tyng's Reports, Vol. VI., states, that

on the claim of ignorance only did the Judge instruct the jury to acquit

Thomson. Dr. Thomson died in Boston, Mass., 1843, after a tedious

application of his own medicine 'J'he first printed record of the

emetic properties of lobelia is by Rev. Manasseh Cutler, who mimed
it emetic weed. See Account of Indigenous Vegetables, Am. Acad.

Sciences, 1785, p. 584.—Drugs and Medicines nf North America (J. V. and

C. G. Loyd), Dec, 18>sG.

*Mr. E. Hersey Derby was the son of Elias Haskett Derby (known
in the annals of Salem as King Derby), who was prominent in Salem

as a ship-builder, owner, and merchant. He was the founder of the

East India trade to America, and also the .American trade with Rus-

sia. Hersey Derby lived on a farm near Salem. A charming descrip-

tion of his garden, as it appeared in 1802, will be found in a letter

from Miss Elizabeth Southgate, published in "A Girl's Lile Eighty
Years Ago."
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beginning to bloom. The plant has a long stem, resembling a

pumpkin-vine, but no leaves. One flower comes out annually

of the size and form of a goose-egg. Began to open at 5, and

continued to open until 11 o'clock at night, when it began to

close
;

in the morning quite wilted.

July 10. Association at Mr. Dana's, Marblehead. Attended.

Mr. Lincoln prayed and Mr. Anderson preached. An agree-

able day. On our return Dr. Prince and I stopped at Mr.

Derby's. Examined the night-flower, dissected it, and brought
it home to preserve ;

also the flower of the Calycanthus floridus,

a most fragrant flowering shrub, of which 1 am to have some

young shoots next spring.

Aug. 14. Lecture at Esquire Giddings' at sunset. Re-

markably full, supposed to be 200 people, and would have been

more if the weather had been fine.

Aug. 22. Attended a meeting at the court-house, Salem,

for forming a Bible Society. Chose a committee to draught a

constitution. Myself, Mr. Worcester, Mr. Abbot, Mr. Dana,
and Mr. Torrey. At 2 o'clock met again "at the coiirt-house.

Constitution accepted. Chose Colonel Thorndike *
President,

and me Vice-President.

Sept. 18. Rev. Mr. Richards, of Newark, and Rev. Mr. Mc-

Dowell, of Elizabethtown, N. J., here, and spent some time.

April 17, 1811. Attended a meeting of a committee of the

Bible Society, at Dr. Barnard's. Present : Messrs. Wadsworth,f

* Colonel Israel Thorndike; born in Beverly, Mass., about 1757. He
WHS a member of the state Convention for the adoption of the Fed-

eral Constitution. Removed to Boston and took a high stand among
merchants and politicians. In 1818 he purchased the library of Prof.

Ebeling, of Hamburg, which contained between three and four thou-

sand volumes of American history or kindred works, at that time the

most complete collection of newspapers, pamphlets, state papers, and

books relating to America extant. The public are under lasting ob-

ligations to him for bringing this treasure to the United States. He
died May 10, 1832. His fortune was the largest tiiat had ever been

left in New England.—Am. Biog. (Sam'l L. Knapp).

J Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth, D.D
,
was born in Milton, Massachu-

setts, 17')0. He graduated at Harvard, 17t')9, studied theology, and
was licensed to preach in 1772. In December of that year he was
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Worcester, Moses Brown, and Dr. Barnard. Society met at

the court-house at 2 o'clock. Accepted Incorporating Act

and Constitution. Chose officers. I was unanimously chosen

President, and Major Brown, Vice-President. Trustees met

and chose managers.

Julp 7, Lord's Day. Preached. Sacrament. Baptism.
Contribution for Newburyport fire. $25| collected, which,

with subscription, $214, makes $239^.
Jan. 20, 1812. [A disastrous fire occurred in Dr. Cutler's

study, an account of which has been given elsewhere in this

volume.]
Feb. 7, Friday. Received a letter from Dr. Torrey, giving

us the painful intelligence of the death of Captain Berry. He
was taken with a pulmonic fever, last Friday, and died this

morning at 8 o'clock. [Captain Jacob Berry was a pupil of

Dr. Cutler's, and married his second daughter, Lavinia. He
was engaged in the 'East Indian trade, and was an estimable

man. He left no children.]

Apr-il 15. Annual meeting of Bible Society. Accepted the

trustee's report. Made choice, unanimously, of the same

President and other officers for the ensuing year.

June 28. Mr. Thurston and Deacon Bingham here
;
also

Dr. Worcester, who had the Declaration of War which passed

Congress, and was signed by the President on the 18th in-

stant.

Jidy 1. Town Meeting to consider Boston Resolutions, and

to answer a letter from their Selectmen. 1 attended and acted.

Prepared papers for Selectmen.

July 23. Fast through this commonwealth on account of

the war. Full meeting. Captain King, with his Light In-

fantry Company, marched out of Salem yesterday for exer-

cise in the field, and encamped on Mr. Potter's ground last

night, and attended meeting this morning. Took their seats

called to the Congregational Church, at Danvers, Massachusetts,

where he continued until his death, in 1826. Harvard College con-

ferred the degree of D.D. ui)on him in 181G. Dr. Wadsvvorth was es-

sentially a practical man, and was not only the spiritual guide, hut the

adviser to many of his parishioners in theii' temporal affairs.—Sprague's

Annals of the Amfrican Pulpit.
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in the two side galleries. The band of music with the singers.

A very fine company and behaved with great propriety.

Aug. 19. Finished sermon for fast with much difficulty, but

not till very late. Have been confined to my chair for sev-

eral nights and all this night. Almost famished for want of

sleep.

Aug. 20. Fast appointed by Mr. Madison through the

United States on account of the war. Preached, but extremely
feeble. Got through better than I expected, Tho' an ex-

tremely busy season, quite a full meeting, and very attentive.

By my request Mr. Quarles read the address of the Convention

of the County of Essex. Some Demos a. m.
;
none p. m.

Nov. 12. Town meeting for the choice of five Electors of a

President and Vice-President for the Middle Circuit of the

Court of Common Pleas. Peace ticket, 108
;
War Hawks, 14*

[Dr. Cutler was engaged in revising the manuscript of a

work, descriptive of tlie Western Country, by his son, Major
Jervis Cutler, which was printed in 1812.]

'Jan. 3, 1813, Lord's Day. Preached, a. m., a New Year's

Discourse
;

p. m., to young people.

April 21. Meeting of the Trustees of the Bible Society at

10 o'clock. Dined at Dr. Barnard's. At 2 o'clock the So-

ciety met and held their annual meeting. Made choice of

officers
;
same as last year. At 4 o'clock the Society moved

in procession to Dr. Barnard's Meeting House to attend* pub-
lic exercise. Dr. Barnard began with prayer. I delivered a

sermon. Mr. Abbot made concluding prayer. Collection for

the Society about 100 dollars. Excellent singing. After the

exercise, the Society voted to request a copy of the sermon

for the press, and appointed a committee to superintend the

printing.

[Upon receipt of a copy of this sermon, General Rufus

Putnam wrote to Dr. Cutler as follows :

Marietta, Ohio, June 2o. 1814,

Reverend and Dear Sir:—I thank you for your excellent

sermon, delivered before the Bible Society of Salem and vi-

cinity. What a wonderful spirit has gone forth within a few

years in providing for the spread of the Gospel in various
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"ways and by various means. I congratulate you, my dear

friend, on tiie downfall of Napoleon and the prospect of a

general peace in Europe. By this wonderful political revolu-

tion is there not reason to believe that Providence is opening
a door for the diffusion of the scriptures in Papist as well as

other countries, far beyond any thing experienced for many
centuries past? We know that when Christ came in the flesh

the world was in a state of profound peace which greatly fa-

cilitated the spread of the gospel during the apostles' day.

And now if we admit that the exertions that have been mak-

ing in the Protestant Avorld for years past indicate a special

providence designed as a means for the spread of the gospel,

why shall we not admit that the hushing the European Nations

to peace in such a Avonderful manner is another link in the

same chain of means to eifect the same purpose.

God works by means, and He always chooses the best, and

one means always concurs with another, hence " how shall they
hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach except

they be sent," and how can missionaries and Bibles be sent

with hope of success among a people engaged in wai' and

blood ? From present appearances, I think there is great

reason to hope for a long peace in Europe, and I sincerely

rejoice at the prospect. But what is to become of America ?

Many, I find, expect a speedy peace. For myself I am in

doubt. When I reflect on the conduct of our administration

I can find no reason to suppose we have a friend or any that

will take our part among all the powers of Europe ;
our con-

duct towards Spain in refusing to receive the Minister of

Ferdinand
;

in seizing upon West Florida
;

in stirring up and

actually aiding the insurrection in East Florida, and even en-

couraging the insurrections in Mexico, are crimes there is

reason to expect an atonement will be called for.

With respect to France, we certainly can expect to have no

credit with the Bourbon family for the part we took in favor

of Bonaparte, nor can Alexander be pleased with our going to

war with England, at the moment when Bonaparte was in-

vading his country ;
and can we have any hope in the clemency

of England ? I think not. She well knows that wdiile she

was struo-o-ling for her verv existence our administration were
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in close clandestine league witli her mortal enemy, notwith-

standing all their pretenses to the contrary. There is not a

Court in Europe but Avhat must feel that under Providence they

are much indebted to England for their present independence

and peace. England doubtless has a right to claim some in-

demnity for the injury we have done her by invading Canada,

and I see but two reasons why she will not make the demand :

First, her pride, viewing the administration with contempt,

and the other is our future trade, which doubtless she will

wish to secure.

However, I expect she will demand an indemnity ; perhaps

she will demand a boundary-line in the Western Country, bu*

more probably she will demand the relinquishment of the right

of fishing on the Grand Banks
;
and should she make this de-

mand I have no doubt but it will be given up. It wall be a sweet

revenge upon New England for their opposition to the war.

Perhaps, and I hope, I ani mistaken, but I have no better

opinion of several members of the Cabinet, and one of the

Commissioners, at least.

Remember me to all inquiring friends.

I am, wutli due respect and esteem.

Dear sir, your obedient servant,

RuFus Putnam.]

April 27, Tuesday. Went to Salem, spent the day with Dr,

Worcester, in his study, revising my sermon preached before

the Bible Society, which is going to the press.

April 28. Summoned before the Supreme Court as a wit-

ness respecting Mrs. Norris' will. Delighted with Judge Par-

sons as a Judge. He sat alone.

June 8. At Salem. Called at Mr. Derby's. Got 70 of my
sermons at Mr. Cushing's for subscribers.

Oct. 20. Bible Soc. Meeting. Mr. Pickering present.

Voted Bibles for the prisoners in the prison ships.

Dec. 31. Read Embargo Law, Avhich has just taken place.

A most infamous piece of tyranny.

•Tan. 17, 1814. About the neighborhood. News of Bona-

parte driven to France.
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Feb. 12. Wrote to Mr. Pickering, Mr. Taggart, and Sam-

uel M. Biu'nside, Worcester, Secretary of the Antiquarian

Society, accepting ray election as a member.

Feb. 15. Attended the funeral "of Mr. Anderson as a pall-

holder. The other pall-holders
—Mr. Thurston, Dr. Worcester,

Mr. Abbot, and the two Mr. Emersons, of Salem and Beverly.
Mr. Abbot made the first prayer. Dr. Worcester preached
from 2 Tim. 1:12; an excellent sermon. The last prayer

by Mr. Emerson, of Beverly. A very large concourse of

people, many from the neighboring societies. House crowded,
and meeting very solemn.

March 8. Annual Town Meeting. Opened meeting with

prayer. A very peaceable meeting, although Demo's attended.

Voted my usual salary, $450, without any objection, and gave

me, by a very full vote, the large oak in the burying-ground.
Mar. 81. About 150 Continental soldiers passed to the

Eastward, commanded by Major Putnam, said to be going to

Eastport. They dined in front of the Meeting House.

July 4, Monday. Mrs. Cutler and I set out early for Dr.

Torrey's. Went into Salem to attend the anniversary of In-

dependence. At Captain Orne's. Joined the procession in

Court Street. Walked Avith .Dr. Barnard. Oration in his

Meeting House, by Leverett Saltonstall, Esq. Very excellent

throughout, and singing excellent. Vast crowd of people. I

was invited to dine at the public dinner at the Coffee-house,

but I declined, and dined at Mr. Poole's.

July 12. Association at Mr. Emerson's, Salem. Set out

early. Present : Messrs. Prince, Abbot, Dana, Green, Froth-

ingham, Jewett, Walker, Bartlett, and Hurd. Mr. Abbot

performed the whole exercise
;
an excellent sermon on Chris-

tian Zeal. Examined and approved Messrs. Talcot and Flint

to preach.

Aug. 10. Mr. Crowell's ordination at Chebacco. I Avent

with Deacon Whipple in his chaise. Council met at Mr.

George Cheat's, ten churches. Dr. Hopkins, Moderator
;
Mr.

Kimball, Scribe. I was excused from taking any part, on

account of ill-health. Large and attentive assembly, perfect

order, and a fine day.

Aug. 21, Lord's. Day. Read a report of the General Asso-
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ciation on keeping the Sabbath. Preaclied on the fourth com-

mandment to a very full meeting.

Aug. 29. News of the British taking Washington. Capitol

blown up.

Sept. 28. At night, about 10 o'clock, alarm at Salem.

Small arms and cannon fired, bells rung, drums beaten. Our

bell rang, and many of the militia came with their arms.

About 12, heard to be only some fishing boats coming in.

Oct. 8, Monday. Captain Safi'ord Avent with me to Salem,
to attend the funeral of Dr. Barnard,'"' who died of apoplexy,

Saturday 'night at 12 o'clock. Bearers: Mr. Fuller, myself,
Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Thurston, Mr. Abbot, and Mr. Dana.

All the Association and many other clergy present. Very
great number of people; Meeting vHouse full in all the aisles.

Mr. Abbot made the first prayer ;
Mr. Wadsworth preached ;

Mr. Thurston prayed ;
I pronounced the benediction. Came

home fatigued, but had a good night.

Oct. 23, Lord's Bay. Preached. Proposed to the people a

meeting on Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock, with a view of

delivering a century sermon,! being 100 years since the found-

ation of this church and society.

Oct. 27, Thursday. This day closes a century from the

day this church was embodied and a pastor ordained over

them. I had proposed a public exercise, to observe in a re-

ligious manner this period of time. The Assembly was very
fiill

;
a number from out of town. The ^singers introduced

the solemnity with an anthem
;

I preached ; and, after the

benediction, they closed Avith a select piece of sacred music.

Nov. 28, 3Ionday. In the evening, at ten minutes after

seven, a heavy shock of an Eartliquake. I was sitting by my
study table. The rumbling noise wasioud before the trembling
was felt. House shook so as to cause a clattering of furniture

*Rev. Thomas Bai-nard, D. D., was pastor of the "North Church," at

Salem, Massachusetts, from 1773 until his death, October 1, 1814. lie

was a graduate of Harvard, 17B(); studied theology with Dr. Williams,
of Bradford, and received the degree of D.D. from the fniversities of

Edinburgh and Providence, in 1794.—Sketch of Salem, by O.^good and

Batch eller.

f This sermon was published, and will be fouml in tlie Appendix.
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and shaking of books on my table. The trembling of the

floor under my chair was very considerable. It was rather a

trembling and shaking than an undulating motion, which

lasted about half a minute. The rumbling noise came very

evidently from the S. W., and went off N. E. I opened an

eastern window, and distinctly heard the rumbling passing off

N. E. for some time, and to a considerable distance, before it

ceased. Atmosphere clear, moon shined bright ;
weather

mild, but cool and entirely calm.

Dec. 17, Saturday. Deacon Appleton and I went to Salem,
and agreed with Mr. Gushing to print my Century discourse,

200 copies at $25, and %b per hundred for 200 more. Called

on Mr. Abbot and ^lajor Brown.

Ja7i. 12, 1815, Thursday. National Fast, recommended by

Congress and appointed by Madison. Pretty full meeting.

People felt doubts about observing this day. I said little

about politics.

Feb. 18. News of Peace, well authenticated. Great rejoic-

ing in Salem, Boston, and Newburyport.

[When the ratification of the Treaty arrived, the General

Court of Massachusetts appointed February 22, as it was the

birthday of General Washington, for rejoicing, which was ob-

served in most of the towns of the commonwealth. In Ham-

ilton, the flag was hoisted, bell rung, cannon fired, and the

militia paraded. At 2 o'clock. Dr. Cutler assembled his peo-

ple for a religious exercise in the Meeting House, where, after

psalmody and reading Scripture, he made an address of

twenty minutes, followed by prayer, thanksgiving, music, and

the benediction. A brilliant illumination and a public supper
closed the day, without accident or the slightest disorder.]

March 14. Annual Town Meeting. Prayed at the opening
of the meeting. Addressed them, after prayer, on the subject*

of choosing tithing men, and also on standing abroad on the

Sabbath after services begin.

April 20. Ordination of Mr. John Emory Abbot, successor

to Dr. Barnard. Council met at Concert Hall. Large coun-

cil. I was chosen Moderator. On account of asthma, I de-

sired President Kirkland to make the prayer. Very full
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assembly. I introduced tlie services, the church reneAved vote,

etc. Mr. Nichols, of Portland, prayed ;
Mr. Channing, of Boston,

preached ;
Mr. Abbot, of Beverly, made consecrating prayer ;

Dr. Prince, the charge ;
Mr. Frothingham, Boston, right hand

;

Mr. Bartlett, of Marblehead, concluding prayer. Fine sing-

ins;. Dined at Pickerins; Hall at CoflFee House. About 300

present.

May 9. Association met here. Present : Mr. Wadsworth,
Dr. Prince, Mr. Thurston, Mr. Abbot, Dr. AYorcester, Mr.

Emerson, of Salem, Mr. Walker, Mr. Frothingham, Mr. Bart-

lett, Mr. Jewett, members
;
Mr. Crowell, who was admitted a

member
;

Mr. Coggswell, lately ordained at Dedham, who

preached ;
and Mr. John E. Abbot, of Salem, Avho made the

first prayer. Dr. Faulkner dined with us. We had a pretty

full meeting of the people, although the season is remarkably

busy.

[Dr. Cutler met with a very heavy affliction in the unex-

pected death of the devoted companion of his life. Mrs.

Cutler died suddenly, Thursday, November 2, aged seventy-

four years. Her lovely Christian character, her kindly and

excellent disposition, had greatly endeared her to her family

and friends. Her husband writes :

"
Distressing event

;
more

than I could have anticipated ! May God grant a Avise and

sanctifying improvement. We mourn, but I trust our loss is

her everlasting gain." The funeral, which was largely at-

tended, occurred on Monday, November 6th. Rev. Dr. Dana

preached from Isa. 51 : 6. Dr. Dana, Dr. Worcester, Mr.

Abbot, Mr. Walker, Mr. Kimball, and Mr. Crowell were the

pall-holders. Captain BroAvn, Lieutenant Edward Whipple,
Lieutenant David Giddings, and Mr. Sam. Lummus, under-

bearers. Dr. Cutler closes the account of the funeral with:
"
May I be ready to follow my beloved wife at any moment I

may receive the call."]

April 3, 1816, Wednesdaij. iVttended the funeral of Major

Swasey,* who dropped down dead in the Court-house on Mon-

day. Invited by Mr. Hubbard. Dr. Dana unable to go out.

*
Major Joseph Swasey suddenly expired while iai<ing off his coat

to perform his duties as Town Clerk. . . . He was a meritorious
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Corpse carried into the meeting-house. Mr. Kimball prayed.
Funeral dirge sung.

May 1. Quarterly fast at Chebacco. Also a meeting of

ministers of this Association, who held conferences to criticise

their own sermons. Present : Dr. Dana, Mr. Kimball, Dr.

Worcester, Mr. Emerson of Salem, Mr. E. of Heading, and

Mr. Walker.

June 12. Annual meeting of the Bible Society. Chose

all the same officers again. Walked in procession to Dr.

Prince's Meeting-house. Dr. Prince preached.
Oct. 30. Attended a meeting at the Court-house in

Ipswich, of members from the towns in the County of Essex,

for forming an Auxiliary Society to the parent Society in

Boston for educating'poor, pious, young men for the ministi-y.

Accepted a constitution and organized a Society. The Hon.

Wm. Read, President
;

Hon. Nath'l Cleaveland, Rev. Dr.

Dana, and Leverett Saltonstall, Vice Presidents
;
Jos. Lord,

Treasurer
;
Rev. Mr. Kimball, Secretary ;

Nath. Lord, Esq.,

and Rev, Mr. Emerson, Auditors
;

Rev. Dr. Cutler, Rev.

Dr. Wadsworth, Rev. Dr. Daniel Dana, Rev. Dr. Worcester,

and Rev. Mr. Bramen, Managers. Dined at Major Burnham's.

Sermon by Dr. J. Dana. Collection, $86.40.

3Iarch 3, 1817. Had letter from Mr. Tao-gart—the last of

twelve years' close Congressional correspondence.

April 22. Attended a special Association to examine a

number of candidates for the ministry at Mr. Walker's, Dan-

vers. Seven were examined and licensed—all from Andover

Seminary, and all College graduates.

June 3. Attended Board of Managers of Essex Ed. Soc.

at Dr. Dana's.

June 11. Anniversary of Bible Society. Made choice of

"the officers of last year, except a little change in the 16 Trus-

tees. Mr. Abbot, of. Beverly, preached a good sermon.

July 8. [When President Monroe made his tour of inspec-

tion of the defenses of our Northern frontier, in 1817, Dr.

officer in the Revolutionary war, was Representative from JSOOto J 807

inclusive. lie enjoyed in an eminent degree the confidence of his

townsmen.—Felt's History of Ipswich.
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Cutler went to Salem on the occasion of his visit to that

place. He writes :

" Vast concourse, procession moved to

Essex Coffee-house. Address delivered by Colonel B. Pick-

man. Answer good, and appeared to be extemporary. Went

to Town Hall. Introduced to the President. Went to the

Common and saw the revicAv."]

Juli/ 10. By invitation of Colonel Thorndike, breakfasted

with him at seven, in company with the President and suite—
perhaps 150 gentlemen. Went to the top of the house.

Conversed with the President.

July 12.' [As the President and his escort passed through
Hamilton the people assembled at the Meeting-house and

formed in line to do him honor. He descended from his car-

riage, and walked with Dr. Cutl'er through the procession.

The President expressed much satisfaction, and requested the

Doctor to express his respects to the people.]

Nov. 4, 1818. Attended the ordination of four missionaries

at Salem. Dined with the ministers at Barton's Hotel—
about seventy. In the afternoon ordination of Pliny Fisk,*

Levi Spaulding,t Miron Winslow,']: and Henry Woodward.

*Rev. Pliny Fisk, born 1792, died October 23, ]82o, at Beirut, Syria.

He was one of the first missionaries iVom this country to the Oriental

Churches. Mr. Fisk had a strong affinity in tlie constitution of his

mind and the character of his piety to the late Miss Fidelia Fiske

of the Nestorian Mission, who was his cousin, and whose praise is in

all the churches.— Missions of Am. Board to the Oriental Churches, JR.

Anderson. D.D., LL.D.

f Levi Spaulding, D.D., was born in JafFrey, New Hampshire, Aug.

22, 1791. He graduated at Dartmouth College, in 1815, and thiee

years later finished his theological course at Andcver Seminary. Not

long after he received ordination at Salem. Mass. He married Mary
Cristie, at Antrim, N. H., Dec, 1818. They embarked June 8, 1819, at

Bo.ston, for Ceylon, in company with Messrs. Winslow, Woodward, and

Dr. Scudder, and their wives, as missionaries of the A. B. C. F. M.

Dr. Spaulding died June 18, 187>5, at Odooville, Ceylon, ten diiys after

the fifty-fourth anniversary of his embarkation. Mrs. Spaulding died

Oct. 28, 1874. She was the last of that noble band of men and women
who came to India previous to 1820 as missionaries of the American

Board.— jl//.w. Herald, OcL, 1873; Feb., 1875.

J Rev. Miron Winslow was a most diligent and faithful laborer

VOL. II.—23
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After ordination, communion. Dr. Dana of Newburyport
officiated. About 700 communicants.

Jidjj 21, 1819. Went to Salem to attend the installment of

Mr. Elias Cornelius. Mr. Abram Patch mj delegate. Met
"with the council at 9 o'clock in the vestry. Went to the

Tabernacle church at 11 o'clock. Mr. Codman, 1st prayer ;

Dr. Beecher preached ;
Mr. Smith, ordaining prayer ; Dr.

Worcester, charge ;
Mr. Emerson, Right-hand ;

Mr. Black-

ford, last prayer.

[In 1820 Dr. Cutler sent in his resignation as President of

the Bible Society on account of his ill-health.

In June, 1820, his portrait was painted in Salem, by Mr.

Frothingham. He was in his 79th year at that time.

Dr. Cutler was himself a remarkably neat and successful

farmer. He made many careful experiments in the tillage of

his land, and used the most improved implements in his la-

bors, and sought to promote the best methods among his

people. The folloAving letter to Beuj. Guild shows a plan to

extend these benefits more widely. It may have prompted
the action of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,

who at their next meeting, November 6, 1785, passed the fol-

lowing vote :

" That a Committee be appointed, whose special

Business shall be to attend to the several branches of hus-

bandry ;
to make experiments, and to endeavor improvements

therein
;

to pursue such methods as they shall judge proper
to engage otliers in promoting the same design ;

to connect

any gentlemen, whether Fellows or not, with themselves, in

prosecuting and perfecting the end of their appointment ;
to

publish from time to time such observations as they may de-

termine to be beneficial to the community at large ;
and from

time to time report their proceedings. A Committee was

accordingly appointed, which consists of the following gentle-

men : Hon. John Bacon, Esq., Loammi Baldwin, Esq., David

Cobb, Esq., Hon. Richard Cranch, Esq., Rev. Manasseh Cut-

among the heathen in Cej'lon and Madras. He married Harriet

Latlirop, eldest daughter of Charles Lathrop, Esq., of Norwich, Con-

necticut.—Memoir of C. L. Winslow, by Mrs. Hutchins.
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ler, Hon. Francis Dana, Esq., Hon. Timothy Danielson, Esq.,

Rev. Samuel Dean, Dr. Aaron Dexter, Hon. Timothy Edwards,

Esq., William Erving, Esq., Dr. Joshua Fisher, Dr. Ebcnezer

Hunt, Rev. Simeon Howard, D.D., Hon. Jonathan Jackson,

Esq., Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., Hon. Levi Lincoln, Esq.,

Rev. David Little, Hon. Samuel Osgood, Esq., Hon. R, T. Paine,

Esq., Hon. George Partridge, Esq., Rev. Phillips Payson, Hon.

Samuel Phillips, Esq., Hon. Oliver Prescott, Esq., Hon. Theo-

dore Sedgwick, Esq., Hon. William Sever, Esq., Hon. David

Sewall, Esq., Hon. John Sprague, Esq., Hon. Nathaniel

Tracy, Esq., Hon. Cotton Tufts, Esq., Hon. James* Warren,

Esq." This Committee met, and a number of Regulations
were agreed upon, one of which was :

" That the attention of

all the members of the Committee shall, as much as possible,

be applied to agriculture in its various branches and connec-

tions, particularly for promoting a greater increase of the

products of this State."
" The Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture,"

was formed, and Dr. Cutler's certificate of membership is

still preserved.]

[_To Benjamin Guild, Esq.~\

Ipswich, September 21, 1785.

Sir:— Agreeable to the proposal of the Committee, that the

members give in their respective plans for promoting Agri-

culture, in writing, I beg leave to suggest my ideas respecting
such a plan, which you will find in the paper inclosed. My
reasons for proposing an incorporation from Government are,

that our object appears to me of such magnitude as can not

be successfully pursued without their countenance and aid,,

and that it is evidently of so much importance to the interest

and prosperity of the state that it can not fail of meeting
their approbation. The plan of the Massachusetts Society is

proposed, that gentlemen of more distinguished characters

may take the lead, correspond with foreign Societies or mem-

bers, have the principal management of premiums and com-

munications, render the institution more respectable, and that

there may be a general depository for every thing worthy

being preserved.
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The County Societies I must think of singular importance,
because the success of such a design -will eventually depend
on the spirit and exertions of the yeomanry at large ;

that

there is a necessity for many to be invited to take an active

part who will be exceedingly useful in carrying on the design,

but would be improper persons to have the principal manage-
ment. Besides, their number and distance would be too great

to expect any advantages from their being incorporated in one

body. But, as the members of the County Societies Avill

probably be taken from nearly every town, and consist of men
who will have influence with their neighbors, in this way a

very general attention may at once be excited. By meeting
in Societies where they will have an opportunity of hearing
the subjects of Agriculture canvassed, a spirit of ambition

and inquiry can not fail of being excited, and diffused among
others.

With respect to premiums, they will doubtless be useful,

and in some instances of great importance ;
but I am fully of

opinion if they are made the basis of our plan, the main de-

sign must fail. The operation of premiums must be partial ;

they may excite extraordinary exertions in a few instances,

but can never call forth a general attention to all the branches

of Husbandry. The most effectual premium, I conceive, that

can be offered, will be information of what can and ought to

be done. The present almost total ignorance of the people,

and the little pains they will ever take, merely of themselves,

to get information, render it highly necessary that special

pains be taken to make them acquainted with what improve-

ments have been and may be made. I have, therefore, great

expectations from a course of publications in the public newspa-

pers, under the direction of the societies and their committees.

In this way, extracts from all the best writers on Husbandry,

especially such parts as may be adapted to the soils and cir-

cumstances of the people in this state, improvements already

made, and experiments not yet tried, the advantages to be ex-

pected, etc., may be made to circulate among them. The mode

will be ready and cheap. Newspapers have now a considerable,

and would probably have a greater circulation. But I would

not depend only on Newspapers. Communications to the Mas-
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sachusetts Society, and collections they may make, I should

hope would afford a fund for a periodical publication, perhaps
once a month; and what had been published worthy preserv-

ing might be again published by them in a volume or pam-

phlets, with other matters.

I have had opportunity of conversing with a considerable

number of farmers in this county since I was in Boston, and

find they discover dispositions to engage in experiments and

improvements in agriculture, beyond my most sanguine ex-

pectations, did they know what to do. I would not wish to

be, but confess I am enthusiastic in this matter, could we be

so happy as to concert a good plan.

Is it possible the General Court can object to a corporation

which is designed to excite the industry and activity of the

whole state in a matter upon Avhich their very existence al-

most depends, in which the whole community is jointly con-

cerned ? No member can receive the smallest emolument to

himself, only in common with the whole community; but, on

the other hand, imposes a voluntary tax on himself for the

public good. Do they fear combinations that may affect gov-
ernment ? If so, why may there not be some saving clause

in the incorporating act ? I wish the Society to be as abstract

as possible from every thing but the design of its institution.

But, on the whole, should the committee disapprove such a

plan, I shall cheerfully join in any other that may tend to

promote so important a design. When a plan is agreed on,

pray be so kind as to inform me by a line.

I am, with the highest esteem,

Sir, your most obedient humble servant,

M, Cutler.

P. S.—Would it not be worth Avhile to avail ourselves of the

sentiments of some of the principal characters in Government

respecting some kind of plan similar to the inclosed?

[Some extracts from a sketch Avritten by Mrs. Eliza Poole

Wheeler, for a young brother, give us pleasant memories of

Dr. Cutler and his home. She says :

" You ask for any knowlodge I have of our venerable

grandfather, Rev. Dr. Cutler, of Hamilton. I shall enjoy com-
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municating any reminiscences that still linger in my memory,
or facts received from others.

" Dr. Cutler's benevolent, genial, and handsome face, his

tall, well-proportioned, portly figure, dressed in a black velvet

suit of coat and small clothes, black silk stockings, and silver

knee and shoe buckles, was very grand to my childish eyes.

His manner was of the old style, courtly type, so rare in these

days. His courtesy, though dignified, was affable and alluring.

His fine social nature was enlarged and cultivated bv his

free hospitality, that seldom left a vacant seat at his table
;

and which, he used to say, should be extended to an equally

liberal horse-pitality.
" He married, early in life. Miss Mary Balch, daughter of Rev.

Thomas Balch, of Dedham, who possessed a not less amiable

and hospitable disposition. Her figure was small and her man-

ner graceful ;
her complexion a clear brune, while his was a

pure blonti, with ruddy cheeks.
"
Unambitiously settling in a small village, in 1771, called

Ipswich Hamlet, not even incorporated, his salary Avas pro-

portionally limited. I think it never exceeded §450, as the

annual amount, Avith perquisites of Avood and other favors, as

was the custom
;
but a handsome income Avas the result of

boarding and teaching candidates for college, and pupils in

bookkeeping and navigation from Newburyport, Salem, Ips-

wich, and other tOAvns in the county. Social and genial, he

Avas a lover of good cheer
;
his table never lacked abundance

or variety, and this Avas the time Avhen the floAV of soul Avas

SAviftest, and the dessert was enlivened with a hoarded anec-

dote, or the relation of a droll incident, or experience. This

habit he encouraged as a sanitary measure to create the laugh
that Avaits on appetite, for a merry laugh was his delight.

" It was ahvays a joyful anticipation to us (the children of

Dr. Joseph Torrey, and of our father. Deacon Fitch Poole,

who married Dr. Cutler's daughters, and the families were

near neighbors in Danvers, now Peabody) Avhen Ave Avere al-

lowed permission to go to Hamilton, a drive of nine miles, and we

always claimed the privilege on the old election day for the

Governor, AA^hich was the last Wednesday in May. The five boys
of the Doctor, the eldest of Avhom was Rev. Dr. Joseph Torrey,
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of the Yermont University, wlio became a distinguished

schohir and accomplished linguist, reading sixteen languages
before he graduated at Dartmouth, and after added thereto,

with enough of our more miscellaneous family to crowd into

two vehicles, usually composed the party.

''As we passed the parsonage, and drove arovmd the large

area between this and the church, the first object we saw was

the cottage of Jesse, the gardener, a freedman, whom Dr. Cut-

ler brouo;ht from Washinccton. He was an honest, good-

natured mulatto, who, with a polite greeting, set us on terra

firma, and with balls and fishing-tackle proceeded to devote

himself the entire day to the enjoyment of the boys, leading
the way to the pond not far distant.

" Dr. Cutler was deeply interested in horticulture, and his

large garden was adorned with many beautiful exotics, and his

orchards were enriched Avith rare and choice fruits. His pas-

sionate love of flowers was not satisfied with their dissection

and classification, but he enjoyed their beauty and fragrance as

well. Besides the special pets that required annual renewal,

various vines, not then common, were trained about the house.

Over the porch on the south side, fronting the garden, I recol-

lect a thrifty trumpet floAver, its bi'illiant clusters supported by
a large trellis. The porch nearer the street was embowered
in the more modest honey-suckle, Avhich on a summer morn-

ing sent its fragrance through all the house. On the same

side, near the window of the front sitting-room, a tall, well-

developed moss-rose Avas lovingly domesticated. In a i-ecess

in this honey-suckle porch hung a large barometer, Avhose

subtile movements Avith childish curiosity Ave Avatched, morn-

ing and evening, for indications of fair Aveather. The varied

soil on the estate favored the cultivation of rare trees and

shrubs, that are found only in their indigenous localities.

Here groAv the paAvpaAV and persimmon by the side of strange

foreign plants ;
and in a SAvamp, not distant, flourished a trans-

planted magnolia, and in the garden a large tulip-tree. He
introduced from England and successfully cultivated the buck-

thorn, a living, charming substitute for the dead, barren stone

wall.

" The study Avas a large, loAV-studded room in the south-
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^'est corner of the third storv, overlookino- the hills and dales

within a large circumference. The spacious study-chair,

placed in front of the cheerful Franklin stove, was furnished

with a movable slab, on which his sermCns were written. In

a corner of the study stood a large celestial globe, of eighteen
inches diameter, and our wondering eyes were never weary of

criticising the forms, and tracing the progress of the heavenly

menagerie. Microscopes revealed wonderful things, and with

broader magnifiers we liked to frighten ourselves and each

other b}^ the contortions of our homely faces. So there was

no lack of, amusement, and every visit was educational, draw-

ing out at least a large amount of curiosity, as the basis of

that bv which in after life it would be gratified.
" Our winter sleigh-ride visits, returning after the long so-

cial evening by moonlight, are pleasant memories
; sometimes,

as on Thanksgiving, embracing both parents and children of

both families, and meeting there Uncle Temple and his fam-

ily. The large, square parlor, the glowing radiance of the

huge hickory fire that illuminated every countenance
; grand-

mother, with her sweet face and ladylike manner, sitting near

the fire: o-randfather, in his large arm-chair under the mirror

opposite the fire, and the space on either side filled with his

children and happy descendants, engaged in merry, entertaining

conversation, made an attractive picture of an old family circle.

" I was, perhaps, ten years old when I first saw Grandfather

in the pulpit. The small plain church was well filled with

substantial farmers and their respectable families, all on about

an equal footing as to rank and worldly possessions ;
the Min-

ter's, the Lawyer's, and the Doctor's families constituting the

acknowledged aristocracy. A quiet, peace loving people, liv-

ing together in all neighborly kindness and unity. As the

Rev. Dr. arose to commence the service, I was surprised to

see him enveloped in a flowing black silk surplice, with the

clerical broad muslin bands. After the patient audience had

sat through the two hours' service with no extra warmth but

that each supplied to himself (for it was winter), we were dis-

missed with the usual benediction. Instead of the rushing

process by which churches were often vacated, the congrega-

tion silently and reverently stood in quiet expectation. Dur-
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ing tliis impressive pause, their pastor was deliberately

preparing to leave the church. As he passed down the aisle,

he was greeted with a respectful bow from every pew, which

with head and hand he gracefully returned
; and, when he had

reached the door, the people slowly retired.

" He was subject for many years to paroxysms of asthma,

such as might have discouraged a less resolute mnn in the

same circumstances. For several years before his death, he

was compelled to deliver his sermons in a sitting posture in

the pulpit. As T once suddenly opened a door in his house, I

was transfixed to see him standing with his hands firmly pressed

on the top of a chair, and his large strong frame quivering

with the futile effort to fill his lungs with the i-eluctant air.

" "Without undue haste, he was always ready and decided in

action. When the news of the battle of Lexington reached

Hamilton, he made a short address to the minute men before

they marched to meet the enemy, and in company with E.ev.

Dr. Willard rode on horseback to Cambridge as the British

were retreating into Boston. Subsequently, he received a

commission as chaplain in the army.
" He was prompt in the discharge of ecclesiastical, as well

as secular duties. Once, at a meeting of the Salem Bible So-

ciety, a question arose whether it should be opened with

prayer. The discussion began to wax warm, when Dr. Cutler,

who was presiding, rapped on the desk, and said :

' Gentle-

men, while the propriety of the duty is being discussed, the

duty might have been performed— let us pray.'
" Dr. Cutler knew, personally, many of the distinguished

men of his day, among whom were Washington, Hamilton,

Franklin, Jefferson, and others famous in the political and

scientific world. His acquaintance was sought by intelligent

foreigners ;
of these was Count Castiglioni, a distinguished

Italian, who traveled in the United States in 1785-7, and

afterward published a book in which he speaks of Dr. Cutler.

His intercourse with Lafayette was during the war. When
making the tour of this country in 1825, two years after Dr.

Cutler's death, Lafayette inquired for him, spoke of a pleasant
visit at his house, and recounted with much animation the cir-
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cumstances of their first acquaintance on Rhode Ishancl, where,

he said, Dr. Cutler acted as his Aid-de-camp in 1778."

The reminiscences of persons who knew Dr. Cutler, show

the estimation in which he was held by his contemporaries.

Hon. Allen Dodge Avrites of him :

" Dr. Cutler was a remarkably neat man, both in his person
and in all his surroundings. His fields, and his garden

—and

he had one of the finest in the whole region, filled with a great

variety of plants and trees—his barn, sheds, and other prem-

ises, were always in order. A place for every thing, and

every thing in its place, was his invariable motto. One of his

students, still living, tells me that the room in which the boys
studied Avas kept in the neatest order, and they had to observe

a strict reo-ard to neatness, or Avhen he came into the room

they incurred his displeasure. As he had many distinguished

guests to entertain—and no man was ever more hospitable,

not to strangers only, but to all of his people, no matter how

poor or humble—he was particularly anxious to have the table

set with due regard to order and gentility, thus evincing his

respect for his guests. ...
" My grandfather, Colonel Robert Dodge, of Hamilton, who

was in the war all through the Revolution, a bra^e and public-

spirited man, was ever the devoted and intimate friend of Dr.

Cutler, and supported his election (to Congress) most ear-

nestly. That the Doctor did not neglect the spiritual wants

of his people during his absence at Washington, letters still

preserved abundantly prove. Indeed, his people knew his

superior qualifications, and felt highly honored in having their

pastor selected for this important oflice."

Dr. B. F. Browne, of Salem, writes :

" When I was quite a lad, and had been ordered by my
father (who then occupied a house in Pleasant Street, in this

toAvn) to trim a tree in front of his house, while engaged in

this work I saAved off a large limb, Avhich, in its descent, came

in contact Avith a gentleman Avho Avas passing. My impression
is that he bent under the collision

;
at any rate, I remember

that his hat fell, or was knocked off. My father, Avitnessing

the transaction, came out and began to reprove rac in severe

language, Avhen the gentleman interposed to avert my father's
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anger, and very gently and mildly exhorted mc to greater

carefulness in future. After his departure, my father in-

formed me that he was the Rev. Mr. Cutler, of Hamilton, and

that he was a very wise and learned man. Some years after,

I was apprenticed to an apothecary in this place, and Dr. Cut-

ler frequently visited my master's shop. I recollect his calm,

gentle, and dignified demeanor, and his imposing personal ap-

pearance ;
and he appeared to me to he an oracle, from his

familiar acquaintance with our indigenous medical plants,

about the botany- of which he frequently conversed."

Mr. Ira Cheever, of Chelsea, gives his recollections in the

following letter :

" It Avas my privilege to be intimately acquainted with that

venerable and beloved man, the' late Dr. Cutler of Hamilton,

during the last few years of his life. Reminiscences of this

intercourse I will furnish with pleasure. Dr. Cutler's recital

of his first introduction to Dr. Franklin made a vivid im-

pression on my mind. It was, I think, on his first journey to

Philadelphia. He had a letter from a distinguished acquaint-

ance of Dr. Franklin. He said : 'As I walked up the avenue

to his house, I reflected, I am going into the presence of a

great 7na7i—one who had stood before kings and the mighty
ones of the earth. I hesitated

; my knees smote together ;

but I could not retreat. I was greatly surprised to see in

Dr. Franklin a small, lively, old man in his morning-gown,

perfectly simple and unaffected in his appearance and man-

ners. He immediately recognized me as the author of a

botanical work—invited me to walk in his spacious and

elegant garden ;
and in five minutes I felt as free and as much

at home Avith him as with my own family or my most intimate

friend.'

" My personal acquaintance with Dr. Cutler commenced in

December, 1819, when I went to Hamilton as a school-teacher
;

and my own feelings concerning him were precisely similar to

the foregoing. I was invited to tea with him on a certain

evening
—

having frequently heard him preach, and knowing
him to be a stately gentleman of the old school. I was ex-

tremely embarrassed, young as I then was, on being obliged
to enter, as it were, into companionship and sustain conver-



364 Life of Rev. ManasseTi Cutler.

sation Avitli one so dignified and distinguished, but, as in his

case with Dr. Franklin, I was perfectly at ease in a few mo-

ments
;
and from that time commenced an intimacy, delight-

ful and instructive to me beyond that afforded me by any
other man, and which continued till his death, in July, 1823.

Being for some time out of employment, I often passed sev-

eral hours a day in his study, hearing from his lips the rela-

tion of incidents respecting his journey to Ohio
;
and of the

prominent men and events while he was a member of Con-

gress, particularly of John Randolph, and of the debate con-

cerning the increase of the navy ;
of his journey to the

White Mountains, eating fried rattlesnake in one of the huts,

etc.; but I forbear.. These and other things about him, of

his wise counsel, of his unbounded influence in the community
Avhere he lived, and of his faithfulness as a pastor and friend

for more than half a century ;
but these have doubtless been

communicated by abler persons than myself."
Dr. Cutler's interest in the intellectual advancement of the

young people of his charge was constant, and manifested

itself in the careful supervision of the public schools, in se-

curing the most competent teachers and the best methods of

instruction, and Avas not relaxed until the infirmities of age
forbade the effort. The Private Boarding School, which he

began near the close of the Revolutionary War, and continued,

except during temporary absences, for thirty-five years, had

afforded instruction in that period to hundreds of youth from

abroad, and also to many who came, as day-scholars, from

families in his own parish.* Tlie fact that he had so much to

*In a letter written in September, 1S53, the venerable .lonatlian

P. Felt, of Salem, Massachusetts, gives a partial list of persons irom

that vicinity who attended Dr. Cutler's school, as follows:

". . . In the first place, from my friend. Captain Samuel Dudley

Tucker, a gentleman having a good knowledge of many of our oldest

inhabitants, he gives me the names of some who went to the Doctor's

school. lie names three, Nathaniel Silsbee, Willard Peele, and An-

drew Oliver.

Nathaniel Silsbee became one of the earliest East India captains,

and a member of the East India Marine Society, and afterward a suc-

cessful meichant in the Trade to the East Indies. lie has been in our

State Legislature, a representative and Speaker in one, if not in both
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do in forming the principles and training the minds of those

over whom he was so long placed, may account for the re-

markable unanimity Avith which they acted in religious and

Houses. He was many years a Representative in tlie House, and a

Senator for twelve years in tlie kSenate of the U. 8.

Willard Peele became one of oui- eminent mercliants aiirl large ship-

owners, and for many years was Master of the Marine Society.

Daniel Oliver belonged to an ancient and highly respectable family.

He did not go to sea. Captain Tucker speaks of an uncommon severe

storm of snow and hail taking place wliile they were at the Doctor's,

so that, when they came home, their route was over the center of

Wenham Pond, no roads having been made on tlie regular route.

Captain Holten J. I'leed and Captain Ephraim Symonds weie among
the students in navigation of Dr. Cutler in ISO.]. Tiie lattei' died

some years since, a highly respected ship-master of Sal* m. Captain

Breed, after some time spent in studying navigation, became one of

our most successful East India Captains (a mem!>er of the Marine So-

ciety), and during the late War with England, was commarider of a

number of our private armed ships, crui.sing all tlie War with great

success; but some of the strongest of the enemy made stout rtsist-

ance, wiiich he always ovei'came.

Captain William MoUoy was another of the Doctor's scholars. lie

died some years ago, alter many years of successful navigation, and a

commander during the late War with England.
John Leacli and Thomas Holmes were students in navigation. John

Leach died young, when mate of a vessel. Captain Holmes, after

studying witli the Doctor, and sailing many yeais a ship-nia~ler, be-

came a mercliant at Cayenne, S. America. At j^resent living in

Salem.

Jonathan Willard Peele, son of the above named Will.'ud Peele,

says, besides his father and Nathaniel Silsbee, Dr. Oliver Hubliaid was
at Dr. Cutler's school. Dr. Hubbard went out to the E.ist Indies as

surgeon of the ship America, of Salem; John Crownint^hield, com-
mander. After his return, he practiced as a physician in Salem, and
died a few years since, leaving a large pnoperty to his relatives.

Captain Zaohariah Silsbee, brother of Nathaniel, also one of the

students, was many years a captain to the East Indies, and has since

been living on shore; has been, and now is, concerned in the trade to

the East Indies.

Also Joshua Goodale, supercargo to the East Indies, some years a
merchant in New Orleans. He spent the latter part of his life in

Boston, where he was a Public Weigher of Teas, and died about two

years since.

Captain William P. Richardson, as commander of Bark Active, of

Salem, was among the very first to engage in the trade of the Feejee
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political matters, and the undoubted influence he possessed in

the community.
He was himself orthodox in his belief, and from the pulpit,

as well as by oral instruction and teaching, the " Westminster

Islands and Canton, since when the trade has much increased. He
was a merchant many years in Salem, where he died.

Captain Daniel Treadwell, of Ipswich, was at school in 1810. Dur-

ing the War, was an officer of the private armed ship America, of

Salem
; afterward, a ship-master from iJoston. He died some years since.

Daniel Pierce, of Salem, went to Sea, but died very young.
Francis Dodge, of Hamilton, became a successful merchant at

Georgetown, D. C, where he died a few years since.

Captain Ebenezer Dodge, several years a ship-master, and a long
time an extensive Flour Merchant in Salem. Benjamin Ivnowlton, of

Hamilton. Timothy Appletoii, of Hamilton. Captain Parker Brown,
of Hamilton, a pupil, and many years a ship-master; afterward, a mer-

chant at San Francisco. He is now at Salem, but is soon to return to

San Francisco.

Captain Brown names as Dr. Cutler's pupils:

Captain Jacob Berry, a ship-master from Salem, in the East India

trade. Marrietl Lavinia Cutler, daughter of Dr. Cutler.

Captain William Francis, after being a ship-master, remained on

shore, a mechanic in Danvers.

Ca])tain Zsichariah Lamson, of Beverly, many years a ship-master;

afterward, a merchant in South America, where he died.

Fitch Poole, of Danvers. Married Betsey Cutler, youngest daughter
of Dr. C.

Captain Elisha Whitney, of Beverly, many years a ship-master to the

East Indies and Europe. Died at Beveily.

Benjamin Hodges, of Salem, went to Sea, but died very young.

Henry Blanchard, of Wenham, some years Supercargo to the East

Indies from Salem.

Francis Blanchard, of Wenham, a merchant in Boston some years,

where he died.

Rogers Treadwell, of Ipswich went to Sea; died young.

Benjamin Chapman, many years a ship-master; died a little over a

year since.

William Luscomb, of Salem, a very respectable mechanic, died

many years ago.

Captain William Fairfield, of Salem. In 1810, he commanded ship

Margaret, from Naples, for Salem. On the passage, in a heavy gale,

she w;is capsized, from which she partly righted, which enabled those

on board her to remain on deck, she being full of water, in which situ-

ation she was left by Captain Fairfield and a boat's crew, who were

picked up; afterward, another boat left, with about five more, who
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Catecliism," -n-liich, he said,
" contained all the fundamental

doctrines of the Bible," he sought to establish his people in

the same faith. He, however, availed himself of Sunday-
schools as a valuable aid, and established one in his church as

early as 1811. He had endeavored to interest the youth in

the object, and one Communion Sabbath, after the tAvo ser-

mons were over, and an interval of ten minutes had passed,
Dr. Cutler opened his first Sunday-school, of which he writes

in his diary :

" I began Sunday-school. Between forty and

fifty attended, of which thirty-five were females. Read a

chapter, which I expounded. Repeated twenty answers in

the catechism. I asked them where the text was, morning
and afternoon, and the heads of the sermons." For several

weeks he conducted and taught the school without assistance.

It was an experiment, not the thoroughly organized institution

it afterward became. Before it closed for the winter, he

writes :

"
Sunday-school very full

;
about 80 males and females.

Made two classes. Mr. Azor Brown assisted."

Dr. Cutler, as early as 1780, had united, with Messrs.

Cleaveland, Dana, and Frisbie, in the observance of a Quar-

terly Fast and Concert of Prayer for the coming of Christ's

kingdom. These meetings were held in rotation in the four

churches, and the pastors alternately delivered a discourse pre-

pared for the occasion. The venerable Mr. Cleaveland died

in 1799, Mr. Frisbie, who had much of the missionary spirit,

died in 1806, but their successors continued to observe the

Quarterly Fast. Dr. Dana and Dr. Cutler lived to witness the

ordination of many missionaries, for the home and foreign

field, and rejoiced in the hope of a triumphant future for the

Church of God on earth.

Dr. Cutler was in the habit of holding; meetings, for wor-

ship and instruction, in the houses of his parishioners in dif-

ferent parts of the town. These were generally well attended.

were also picked up. Those who remained, part died, and part were

probably lost with the wreck. • For particular.^, see Felt's Annals, Vol.

2, pa^e o26.

Elliot Woodbury, of Beverly, a long time respectable ship-master,
now living in Beverly; and Jacob Woodbury, of Beverly, for many
years a respectable ship-master, also still living in Beverly."
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A remarkable series of these meetings began in 1774, at the

residence of Deacon Nathaniel Whipple, on account of his

daughter, who was unable to attend public worship. These

were continued with more or less regularit}^ until Dr. Cut-

ler's failing health compelled him to relinquish them, a few

years before his own death.

Rev. Dr. Wadsworth observes of Dr. Cutler, that, as a min-

ister,
"

his object was to win souls to Christ, and establish

them intelligent, judicious, and exemplary Christians. His de-

votional exercises were fervent, breathing the spirit of primi-

tive piety. He was of easy access and read}^ to communicate,

remarkably conversant with his people, and took a deep inter-

est in all their concerns. Conciliating in his disposition, he

consulted the things' that make for peace and edification."

Temple Cutler, Esq., states :

"
During the early years of

Dr. Cutler's pastorate there Avere several seasons of uncommon

religious interest, and in 1799 occurred a marked revival, com-

mencing among the young people of the congregation, and re-

sulting in very considerable additions to the church. Many
of these were intelligent and excellent persons; three of them

afterward became settled ministers of the Gospel in other

towns. An evidence of the thoroughness of this work was the

fact that the church, in no instance, found it necessary to deal

with any of them on account of irregularities. A number of

conversions occurred in the latter part of his ministry."

Dr. Cutler writes to his son, Ephraim Cutler, in the North-

western Territory, July 1, 1800: " There has been a very re-

markable attention to religion in this town since last fall. It

is general, but more especially among young people. It has

been still, and without the smallest appearance of excitement.

Some instances have been very remarkable, in the alteration

which has taken place in the most thoughtless, loose, and care-

less. Through the winter I gave much attention to it, and now
it calls for the whole of my time. I frequently meet with them

in small societies
;
have had many private lectures, and al-

most daily conferences. Between thirty and forty have been

added to the church, and many more will soon be added. I

found it necessary to be with them myself as much as possi-

ble to prevent enthusiasm, extravagance, or errors. There has
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been good attention in many towns in Massachusetts and New

Hampsliii'e."

Dr. Cutler read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1707,

but abandoned it for the ministry. He completed a regular

course of study in medicine, and practiced it with signal

success, gratuitously administering to the relief of the indigent.

It has been truly said of him, that "patriotism glowed in

his heart; that, whether at home or abroad, his mind was in-

tent on projecting great and good plans, consulting the bene-

fit of generations to come. His knowledge of botany, astro-

nomical calculations, meteorological observations, and agri-

cultural improvements, evince the extensive sphere in which

his active mind was employed, and how industriously his time

was occupied. The asthma, Avith 'which he was afflicted, sub- .

jected him to peculiar inconveniences, and was attended by

paroxysms of extreme distress, which he endured with pa-

tience, preserving his usual cheerfulness, and rarely, until

near the end of his life, omitting sanctuary or parochial

services."

In his diary, September 11, 1821, he writes :'
" This day it

is 50 years since I was ordained in this place. My state of

health renders it impracticable to take any public notice of

the day. How wonderful that my life should be prolonged to

this day ! How much I have to be thankful for ! And much

to be humble for !"

The Rev. Dr. Wadsworth, of Danvers, who preached his

funeral sermon, and was an intimate friend, says :

" In a fa-

miliar interview with Dr. Cutler, a short time previous to his

decease, apprehending himself upon. the confines of eternity,

he observed that he had long been expecting to put ofi" this

earthly tabernacle, and could cheerfully welcome the summons.

Death was no terror to his mind. Many wearisome days and

nights had been appointed him
;
but he had enjoyed those

precious consolations which he had often endeavored to ad-

minister to others in trouble. Infinite wisdom, he said, orders

all aright, and will overrule all for the best. I have no will of

my own, but acquiesce entirely in the divine disposals. Upon
a retrospective view of life, he expressed an humble sense of

VOL. II.—24



370 Lif^ of Rev. 3fanasseh Cutler.

deficiencies and infirmities, but, with melting emotions, declared

that his dependence was solely upon the righteousness, atone-

ment, and intercession of Christ, as the foundation of his hope
as a Christian."

Obituary notice of Dr. Cutler, j^ublished in the Salem Observer

(being a communication to that paper) and in the Essex Reg-

ister, immediately after his death.

Died at Hamilton, on the 28th of July (1823), Rev. Manas-

seh Cutler, LL.D., in the eighty-second year of his age, and

fifty-second of his ministry in that place. The God of nature

had endowed him with a sound mind of a superior order, and

in the pursuit of knowledge he labored with uncommon suc-

cess. In several of the sciences, his researches and com-

munications attracted the attention of the literary world, and

procured him many honorable marks of distinction. In 1781,

he was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts

and Sciences, and in 1784, of the Philadelphia Philosophical

Society. In 1789, the degree of Doctor of Laws was con-

ferred upon him by Yale College, where he was educated. In

1792, he was constituted a member of the Historical and Agri-
cultural Society of this Commonwealth

;
in 1809, of the

Philadelphia LimiEean Society; in 1813, of the American An-

tiquarian Society ;
and in 1815, of the New England Linnfean

Society. He Avas also an honorary member of the Massachu-

setts Medical Society. He was an ardent, distinguished friend

to his country, and possessed an enlightened, discriminating

understanding of her best interests. In 1800, and again in

1802, he was chosen by his fellow-citizens as a representative

in the Congress of the United States
;
a station which he filled

with dignity, and with satisfaction and advantage to his con-

stituents. But there were studies and services still more im-

portant, to which most of his long life was devoted. Of his

scientific and political pursuits, though in themselves highly

interesting and beneficial to the community, congenial to his

taste, and introductory to intercourse and correspondence
with men of celebrity on both sides of the Atlantic, he ob-

served during his last sickness that he reviewed them with but

little comparative satisfaction, as interfering in some measure
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witli the more imperious claims of that holy office, to which

all other claims should be subordinated by those who are in-

vested with it. He regarded the employment of an ambassa-

dor of Christ as the most important and honorable on earth.

The people of his charge know with what ability and faithful-

ness he discharged its sacred duties. They can tell the

concern he uniformly manifested for their spiritual as well as

temporal welfare, with what solemnity and earnestness he re-

proved, rebuked and exhorted, with all long-suffering and pa-

tience, warning every man, and teaching every man in all

wisdom, that he might present every man perfect in Christ,

and how ready he was to spend and be spent in the service of

God and of souls.

Respecting his views of divine' truth, Ave have his living and

dying testimony of his belief of what are distinctly denominated

the doctrines of grace, embracing the essential divinity of

the Savior, the necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spirit,

and justification exclusively by faith. His confidence in these

and kindred doctrines of the Gospel was strengthened to the

last; they were, in his apprehension, the fundamental princi-

ples of the Christian system ;
he inculcated them to others,

and on them he rested his own hope of salvation ; indeed,

what, in the prospect of dissolution, he was particularly de-

sirous to have noticed concerning him, was the deep sense he

entertained of the importance of Gospel sentiment, as distin-

guished from that self-styled rational and liberal faith, which,
he said, in his sober judgment, after a careful attention to the

most able discussions of the subject, reduces the glorious

economy of salvation by grace to a level with the religion of

nature. Yet few exemplified a greater degree of candor to-

ward such as differed from him on topics of minor consequence,
or paid less regard to the shibboleths of any party. He es-

teemed it a privilege to live in this age of benevolent enter-

prise, and Avas not an unconcerned spectator of the noble

exertions of the Christian Avorld to extend the blessings of our

holy religion to the ends of the earth. We well remember his

zeal in the formation of the Bible Society of Salem and Vi-

cinity, the fervor Avith Avhich he spoke and acted on that oc-
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casion, and the impressive manner in which he officiated as

president of that useful institution.

While he delighted to associate with great and good men,
and to promote great and good designs, he was remarkably

condescending to men of low degree, was particularly attentive

to the minute details of business, and by unwearied assiduity

and perseverance seldom failed to accomplish what he under-

took. Among his ministerial brethren he was esteemed and

honored for the commanding dignity of his deportment, the

maturity and correctness of his judgment, his refined affabil-

ity, and affectionate kindness. His extensive acquaintance
with men and things, combined with an amiable social dispo-

sition, rendered him exceedingly interesting and valuable as

a friend, companion, and acquaintance. As a parent at the

head of his family, and in all the relations and intercourse of

life, he exhibited the temper, and was habitually governed by
the maxims of the Gospel, approving himself an example of

the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in

faith, in purity. Having, as is supposed, long lived the life,

he apparently died the death of the righteous, to whom re-

mains a most glorious rest. After a scene of protracted ex-

treme bodily suffering, which he endured with Christian

heroism and patience, he calmly resigned his spirit into the

hands of the Redeemer, and now we trust is inheriting the

promises.
" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright,

for the end of that man is peace."



APPENDIX A.

Lkttku From General Eufus Putxam to Mr. Fisher Amks,* 1790.

Sir:—In conversation with you at New York in July last

(if I recollect right), you made this a question :

" Can Ave re-

tain tliQ western country within the government of tJie United

States ? And if we can, of what use will it be to them ?"

I confess, this subject is far beyond my abilities to do

justice to, yet I feel myself so interested in the question that

I can not forbear making a few observations thereon. For

that those countries may always be retained within the gov-

ernment of the United States, and that it will be our interest

they should," is at present my decided opinion.

That they may be retained appears to me evident from the

following consideration, viz., that it will always be their in-

terest that they should remain connected. Now, Sir, if I can

prove this, I conceive that the proposition that they may be

retained, etc., will be fully established
;
for it is unreasonable

*This is the letter referred to in General Putnam's letter to Dr.

Cutler, volume 1, page 450.

Fisher Ames, one of the most eloquent of American writers and

statesman, was born at Dedham, Mass., in 1758. He was educated at

Harvard College, where he received his degree in 1774. About seven

years afterward he began the practice of the law; and an opportunity
soon occurred for the display of his suj^erior qualifications, both as a

speaker and essay writer. He distinguished himself as a member of the

Massachusetts Convention for ratifying the Constitution in 1788, and
from this body passed to the House of Representatives in the State

legislature. Soon after he was elected the first representative of the

Suffolk district in the Congress of the United States, where he re-

mained with the highest honor during the eight years of Washington's
administration. On the retirement of the first President, Mr. Ames
returned lo the practice of his profession in his native town. During
the remaining years of lii.s life his health was very much impaired,
but his mind still continued deeply interested in politics, and he pub-
lished a number of essays on the most stirring topics of the day. He
died in 1808.—Biog. of Emiaent Men, li. A. Davenport.
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to suppose that a people will pursue measures inconsistent

with their interest, although it is possible they may. It is

true that flour, hemp, tobacco, iron, potash, and such bulky
articles Avill go down the Mississippi to New Orleans for mar-

ket, and there be sold, or shipped to the Atlantic States,

Europe, and West Indies
;
and it is also admitted that the

countries west of the mountains and below or to the southward

of the junction of the Ohio with the Mississippi may import

goods from New Orleans
;
and then it is absolutely necessary

that the people of the western country, in some way or other,

at a proper period, should be possessed of the free navigation

of the Mississippi River. It does not, however, follow from

hence that it will be for their interest to lose their connection

with the Atlantic states
;
but the contrary will appear if we

consider that all the beef, pork, and mutton (from a very

great part of the western country) Avill come to the seaports

of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania to Market, Also,

most of the furs and skins, etc., obtained by the Indian trade

can be sent to those places and New York much more to the

advantage of the West country people than they can be sent

to New Orleans and Quebec. Besides, all the goods for car-

rying on the Indian trade, as well as supplying the inhabitants

even to the Kentucky and Wabash countries, are at present

imported into that country from Philadelphia, Baltimore,

Alexandria, etc., much cheaper than they can be obtained

from New Orleans or Quebec.

There is also not the least doubt but when the navigation

of the Potomac is completed, with the carrying-place to the

Monongahela, according to the plan of the undertakers, the

transport of goods into the western country will be lowered fifty

per cent
;
and should other communication be opened, which no

doubt will be, between the Susquehanna and Alleghany rivers,

James river and the Great Kanawha, the expense of trans-

portation will be reduced still lower. In short, from the sea-

ports of the United States to Niagara, Detroit, and even of

the Lake of the AVoods, goods can be supplied much cheaper
than from any other quarter.

From this statement of facts, which I presume can not be

disproved, I conceive it fully appears to be the interest of
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the people of the Western country to remain a part of the

United States. If it be said that they may be separated and

yet retain all the advantages of trade here mentioned, I an-

swer that it is possible, but by no means probable ;
for (ad-

mitting the separation was not hostile) it is by no means

reasonable to suppose that the legislature of the United States

would pay the same attention to the subjects of a foreign

power as to their own. Nor is it to be presumed that those

people will ever forget that while they remain a part of the

union, they will have their voice in the councils of the nation,

and that no law can pass but what must affect their brethren

on this side the mountains, as well as themselves. To be

deprived of a commerce with the United States would be

greatly to the injury, if not the ruin, of that country ;
and to

voluntarily deny themselves a voice in the regulation of that

commerce, and trust themselves (without any check or con-

trol) in the hand of those whose interest would be distinct

from their own, is a folly I trust they never will be guilty of.

But it may be said there are advantages to be gained which

will overbalance all this loss. Pray let us attend a little to

this matter. Will they put themselves under the Vice-Roy of

Canada ? What will be their gain here ? A legislative coun-

cil of the King's own appointment gives law to the province,

except that the whole is under the control of a military gov-

ernor. A few, by permission from Lord Dorchester, or some-

body else, may carry goods into the Indian country, but re-

turns must be made to Quebec. Surely, this government can

never suit their genius, nor be for their interest. Nor is the

advantage to be derived from the Spanish government much
better. It is true that New Orleans will be a great mart

for their, produce, but it is very doubtful if they were Spanish

subjects whether they would enjoy greater privileges than

they might without. The inhabitants would certainly have no

voice in the matter, but must be subject to the will of a

despot. They could expect no indulgence but Avhat should

comport witli the interest of the governor and Spanish Court
;

and this they may reasonably expect, even should they re-

main part of the United States, so that if the object be to
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unite them Avith Great Britain or Spain, I see nothing that is

in the least degree worth their attention.

Perhaps the idea is that they should set up for a separate

independent government. This maggot, I know, is in the

heads of some people ;
therefore we will consider it a little and

see if we can find it to be for their interest. For argument's

sake, we will suppose the United States to consent to all this,

we will suppose, moreover, that they grant a free trade to the

subjects of this new government, and then pray tell me what

they will be the better for it? Nay, will they not be -in a

much worse situation ? Will they not incur a great expense
to support their ncAV government beyond what their propor-
tion to the old can possibly be ? And can it then be for their

interest to be separated ?

It may be said that they want a free trade to New Orleans,

and thence to. the Sea
;
that while they remain a part of the

United States, this is not likely to be obtained
;
that the in-

terest of the old states and theirs in this respect is inconsis-

tent Avith each other; that the object is, first to separate

themselves from the Union, and then to clear the river of the

Spaniards. This, I have heard, is the language of some people

in Kentuckv ; but is it rational? Will the measure be for

their interest, and, if not for their interest, are we to suppose
the measure will be pursued ? Have these people considered

that the United States are deeply interested in opposing such

separation ? Have they considered that driving the Spaniards

out of the river will not give them a free trade to the sea?

Do they know that the harbors of Pensacola and Havana are

so situated that, a few cruisers from them sent into the Bay,
not one vessel in a thousand going from or returning to the

Mississippi would escape falling into their hands ? No, Sir
;

so far would such a measure be from giving them a free trade

to the sea, that it would put an end to their present market,

and all reasonable prospects of a compensation for the loss.

Nor do I conceive that the interests of the Atlantic states and

the Western country, as it respects the navigation of the Mis-

sissippi, by any means clash. For it is for the interest of the

United States that flour, tobacco, potash, iron, and lumber of

all kinds, with ships ready built, should be sent to Europe
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and the West Indies by way of remittance for goods obtained

from those countries. If hemp, flax, iron, and many other

raw materials be of any use to be brought into the Atlantic

States for the purpose of manufacturing, then it is the interest

of those states that the navigation of the Mississippi should

be free.

Thus, Sir, I have endeavored to prove that it is and always
will be the interest of the Western country to remain a part

of the United States. I do not deny but what such circum-

stances may exist as shall not only make it the wish of some,

but of all, the inhabitants of that country to be separated
from the old States, but what I contend for is, that these cir-

cumstances do not, nor ever can (if I may be allowed the ex-

pression) exist naturally. I allow that, should Congress give

up her claim to the navigation of the Mississippi or cede it to

the Spaniards, I believe the people in the Western quarter
would separate themselves from, the United States very soon.

Such a measure, I have no doubt, would excite so much rage
and dissatisfaction that the people would sooner put them-

selves under the despotic government of Spain than remain

the indented servants of Congress ;
or should Congress by any

means fail to give the inhabitants of that country such protec-
tion as their present infant state requires, connected with the

interest and dignity of the United States
;

in that case such

events may take place as will oblige the inhabitants of that

country to put themselves under the protection of Great

Britain or Spain. I know, also, that in every country there

are ambitious minds who, paying more attention to the emolu-

ments of office than the public good, may influence people to

pursue, as the object of their happiness, measures which Avill

end in their ruin. But these things make nothing against my
proposition, for we are not to suppose that Congress will do

wrong when it is their interest to do right ;
and this brings

me to inquire of what use those countries may be to the

United States. First, the lands of the Western Territory,
which are the property of the United States, except what
claim the natives have to them, amount, at least, to 169,600,-
000 acres, out of which must be reserved for future sale

14,133,333 acres, agreeably to the ordinance of the late Conr
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gress ;
then 155,466,667 acres remain for sale. Now, suppose

this sold at half a dollar per acre (which is ^ of a dollar

below what any has been sold for as yet), and it amounts to

77,733,333j'y^ dollars
;
but it may be said this is the price in

Public Securities, and that the lands will not fetch more than

a quarter that sura in hard money. Be it so
;
and then the

net proceeds will amount to 19,433, 333y^(/\j-
dollars. This, Sir,

is no trifling sum, but is by no means the greatest advantage
to be derived from those lands. Three lots of one mile

square are (by the ordinance of the late Congress) reserved

in each Township for the future disposition of government,
and the local situation of these lots are such as to command a

high price, and at the end of half a century (in which time

they are to cost the government nothing), it is a very moder-

ate calculation to rate them at four dollars the acre in Specie,
and then their amount will be 56,533,332 dollars, a sum suffi-

cient to build and equip a fleet superior to that of any nation

in Europe.
We have before hinted that the produce of the Western

Country will afford a great source of remittance for European
and West India goods, and in a very few years that country
will be able to supply the Atlantic States with such abundance

of the raw material for making duck and cordage as will pre-

vent all necessity of sending abroad for those articles. The

particular advantage to be derived from the peltry trade I am
not able to ascertain

; however, this we know, that it is consid-

ered as a very lucrative business, that it affords materials for

manufactories much to the advantage of the English subject,

and the advantage this trade must be to us would undoubtedly
exceed what it is or can be to them. In the year 1773 I heard

Mr. Chester, then Governor of West Florida, say that from

the duty paid in London on the American peltry it appeared
the Indians paid a tax to the King of two shillings sterling

on each poll, including men, women, and children
;
and Avhy

a revenue to the United States might not be derived from this

quarter I know not. Again, Avhile those countries remain a

part of the United States they will pay the same duty on all

imported goods which they consume as the other subjects of

the Union, which in case of a separation would be totally lost.
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The same observation applies equally to all goods furnished

for the Indian trade. At present this revenue may not exceed

20,000 dollars, but in the course of half a century, if we

only suppose the number of inhabitants to be one million, and

the goods they shall consume to be at the rate only of three

dollars and one-third per person (which is a very moderate

allowance for an annual consumption), this only at five per

cent will amount to 166,500 dollars per annum. I am sensi-

ble there will be some expense attending this business. For

the Indian, treaties and presents we will allow 20,000 dollars a

year, for fifty years, which will amount to no more than one

million dollars, and we will allow three regiments of infantry?

and an artillery corps equal to a regiment of infantry in ex-

pense, and to this we will add a corps of horse of like expense,
then we shall have the annual expense of five regiments, and

we Avill allow the pay, victualing and clothing of each regi-

ment to annually cost one hundred thousand dollars, then the

amount of expense of the whole will be half a million dollars.

This, Sir, is making a very extravagant charge against that

country for its protection ; yet, when we take into considera-

tion the value of the lands when sold, the products of the

country for remittance and manufactures, the peltry trade,

etc., with the duty on imported goods sent into that coun-

try for the Indian trade and the consumption of its in-

habitants, the balance in favor of retaining that territory as a

part of the United States, appears evidently to be very great.

But there is another point of light in which we ought to

consider this matter, for if we Avould know the real advan-

tage that country must be to this, remaining united, we ought
to consider what probable mischief will ensue by a division.

Among these may be reckoned the loss of more than seventy-five
million dollars in the sale of lands, an annual revenue of more
than one hundred and sixty thousand dollars on European and

West India goods, Avith all the advantages that can possibly
arise from the peltry trade. And, what is a matter of se-

rious consideration, it is more than probable (in case of a

separation from the United States) that country would be di-

vided between Great Britain and Spain, for I can see no rea-

son to suppose they will maintain a separate existence. Then
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I suppose the vrestern boundary of the United States must be

the Alleghany Mountains. A miserable frontier this (and yet

the best to be found if we give up the Western Country) that

will require more expense to guard than the protection of all

the Western Territory. The natural boundaries of the great

lakes and the Mississippi River added to the inhabitants of

the western quarter will give such strength and security to

the old States, if properly attended to, as they must most

sensibly feel the want of in case of a separation.

But I have no doubt but you, sir, and all the members of

Congress, will give the subject a full examination, and tleter-

mine on such measures as will most promote the general good

of the nation, and in that case I think one might reasonably

hope soon to see the forces of the United States in the Avest-

ern country so increased in numbers that, if the British posts

are not given up. yet «uch establishments may be made in the

Indian country Us to bring the natives, who at present remain

hostile, to submission, and protect the natives who are well

disposed toward us, not only from their savage brethren who

are so much under British influence, but also from the people

on the Frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia, too many of

whom regard not the authority of their own states, nor yet of

Congress, more than the savages themselves. In this place,

sir, I will take the liberty to inform you that in the year 1783

a petition was presented to the then Congress, praying for a

grant of land in the western quarter, that the utility and pol-

icy of establishing Posts and forming Settlements that should

extend from the Ohio to Lake Erie was clearly pointed out in

a letter from the Commander-in-Chief and other papers ac-

companying said petition, and which I presume are now among

the files of the late Congress, which I wish you to consult at

your leisure. I beg leave at this time to add that I conceive,

the more this subject is examined, the greater will appear the

consequence that it should be effected as soon as practicable,

for, from Lake Erie, by a very easy navigation and short port-

ages, an army may descend by the Alleghany, Muskingum,

Scioto, Big Miami, or the Wabash rivers, into any part of the

Ohio country, and so, from Lake Erie as from a common cen-

ter, fall on any part of the Ohio country extending more than
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one tliousand miles in length on that river, and thus the whole

Western Territory is liable to be lost by surprise. On the

other hand, were there posts established on or neai- Lake Erie,

even though we were not in possession of Detroit or Niagara,

the natives disposed to peace would be protected, their num-

bers and attachment increased, the Indian trade greatly aug-

mented, and that country soon filled with inhabitants in such

manner that every reasonable fear of losing it in case of a war

with Great Britain would be forever banished. Was this pro-

tection given, we might reasonably hope to see so numerous a

body of well-informed and well-disposed citizens placing them-

selves in that quarter as would be able to counteract all the

measures which any- might attempt toward a separation from

,

the old States. And if this protection is given, might we not

also hope, from the lands already granted for a University and

others appropriated for the support of schools in general, with

some further provisions of little expense, I say, might Ave not

hope soon to see such means of education set on foot as will

have a most favorable effect on the manners of the people in

that country, and remove the danger that, in a state of ignor-

ance, Avith the art of designing men, they will always be under

to mistake their true interest. If, sir, the western country is

to be retained as a part of the United States, I conceive, the

immediate protection and peopling of that tract between the

Ohio and Lake Erie has a direct tendency and is the first link

in the chain of arrangements toward compassing the great ob-

ject; and if neglected, may prove an infinite mischief to the

United States, for it was in full confidence that such protec-
tion would be afforded that the Ohio, Scioto, and other com-

panies have contracted for lands to a very great amount.

Now, sir, unless this protection is given, these contracts must
all fail (to the loss of many millions of dollars to the L^nited

States), for, of what value are lands without inhabitants, and

who will wish to inhabit a country where no reasonable pro-
tection is afforded ?

Another circumstance which renders the present moment

important, in point of giving that district protection, is this :

The people settling at Muskingum and Miami, not having
those prejudices against the natives which commonly arise



382 Life of Rev. 3Ianasseh Cutler.

from long Avars with them, are led into such a line of conduct

toward them, under the wise management of Governor St.

Clair and other principal characters, as gives the fairest pros-

pect of peace and tranquillity to the frontiers in general, if

such military force is established as shall make the govern-
ment of the United States in the western territory a terror to

evil-doers and a protection to such as shall do well. I have

already exceeded the common bounds of a letter, but there is

one circumstance I can not forbear mentioning, which is the

opposition that many New England people, and particularly
in Massachusetts, express against the settlement of the west-

ern country, especially by their own inhabitants removing
thither. This opposition, I presume, arises chiefly from two

sources, viz., the drawing off her inhabitants and preventing
the settlement of their eastern lands. As to the first, I con-

ceive, it will make no material odds, for, if they do not re-

move to Ohio, they will emigrate to New York or Vermont;
while there is any vacant lands to be come at, the population

in the cultivated part of the country will remain nearly the

same. I believe, in old Massachusetts, the number of polls

has varied very little this many years, and the reason is ob-

vious, for, within that tract, there is no room for new settle-

tlements of any consequence. And, as to the eastern coun-

try, it is a very fine place for lumber, and in that respect is of

great service to Massachusetts
;
but any considerable number

of people more in that district than to carry on this business

will be a disadvantage in destroying the timber which ought
to be preserved. That country, in general, is not fit for cul-

tivation, and when this idea is connected with the climate,

a man ought to consider himself curst, even in this world,

who is doomed to inhabit there as the cultivator of the lands

only. I can not suppose, however, that the Ohio country will

much affect the settlement of the eastern lands, because those

people who have not a double curse entailed to them Avill go to

New York or Vermont rather than to the eastward.

Massachusetts, Sir, is in no danger of being depopulated
for the Ohio country ;

even heaven itself will not invite them

in such multitudes as to lessen her present numbers. Nor,

on the other hand, will any policy prevent the emigration of
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her inhabitants in such swarms as that her numbers shall not

greatly increase while there are vacant lands in any quarter
to be had. And to what country can the inhabitants of Mas-

sachusetts emigrate so much to her advantage as the Ohio ?

Is it not to the interest of New England that the western

country should, in their manners, morals, religion, and policy,

take the eastern states for their model ? Is the Genius of

education, etc., of any people so favorable to republican gov-
ernment as theirs; and should they not then, by throwing in

of their citizens, endeavor to take the lead, and give a tone to

the new states forming in the western quarter ? Besides, the

products of the Ohio country will interfere much less, or

rather, they will be of more utility to Massachusetts than to

any other of the Atlantic States
; tobacco, flour, hemp, flax,

rice, and indigo, being the chief articles for exportation, none

of which are raised in Massachusetts in any considerable

quantity ; but, when the navigation of the Mississippi shall

become free, will all find their way to the sea-ports of that

State, and much to the advantage of her citizens who shall be

concerned in the trade. I have only to add that. However in-

accurate this address may appear, yet none will deny that the

subject is important; and I pray God it may have a full and

candid inquiry by all concerned in the councils of the Nation.

I have the honor to be, Sir, with much esteem,

Your humble servant,

RuFus Putnam.

\_B'on. Fisher Allies to General R. Putnam^

Philadelphia, Feb. 2'il, 1791.

Dear Sir :
—It was impossible to read your letter, giving an

account of the attack of the savages on the settlement at Bio-

Bottom, without feeling a strong sympathy with you under

the peculiar distress of your situation. However your fears

may have interpreted the sense of the country toward you, I am

happy to perceive that they are not indisposed to giving you
eff'ectual protection, though it will cost money. That circum-

stance, too often, throws cold water on the natural emotions

of the public toward their distressed brethren. I am happy
to learn, by Governor St. Clair, that the last intelligence from
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Marietta, etc., left all quiet tliei-e. Inured as you have been

to war and danger, I think your late alarms must have exposed

your fortitude to its severest trials. I wish they may not be

repeated.

You know that my opinion of the proper policy of Congress

is, to manifest a fixed resolution to protect remote parts of the

Union, to nurse the weak, and to console the suffering remote

settlements, with a degree of tender solicitude proportioned
to their defenseless condition.

Congress has little occasion to make itself known to them

except by acts of protection. The most successful Avay to

banish the ruinous idea of the future independency of the

Western counti-y is, by doing good to the settlers, to gain
their hearts. Our suii will set when the Union shall be di-

vided. But it is not necessary to notice the idea any further.

The measures of the present session of Congress, I think, will

satisfy you that, because you are remote, you arc not forgotten,

and will not be abandoned to the savages. I inclose a letter

to m}^ old schoolfellow and townsman, Mr. Battelle. Will

you please'convey it to him.

Please to accept my sincere wishes for your health and

prosperity.

I am, dear sir, Avith respect.

Your very humble serv't,

Genekal Putnam. Fisher Ames.
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'I'o Bknmvmin TIakhi-!on, GovKKXoii Oh- Vii:(;iNi.\.

Mount Vernon, Get. 10, 1784.

Dear Sir:—Upon my return from the western country, a

few days ago, I had the pleasure to receive your favor of the

17th ultimo. It has always been my intention to pay my re-

spects to you, before the chance of another early and hard

winter should make a warm fireside too comfortable to be re-

linquished. And I shall feel an additional pleasure in offering

this tribute of friendship and respect to you, by having the

company of the Marquis de Lafayette, when he shall have re-

visited this place from his eastern tour, now every day to be

expected.
I shall take the liberty now, my dear Sir, to suggest a mat-

ter which would (if
I am not too short-sighted a politician)

mark your administration as an important era in the annals of

this country, if it should be recommended by you and adopted

by the Assembly. It has long been ray decided opinion that

the shortest, easiest, and least expensive communication with

the invaluable and extensive country back of us, would be by
one or both of the rivers of this state, which have their

sources in the Apalachian Mountains. Nor am I singular in

this opinion. Evans, in his Map and Analysis of the Miudle

Colonies, which, considering the early period at which they
Avere given to the public, are done with amazing exactness,

and Ilutchins, since, in his Topographical Description of the

western country, a good part of which is from actual surveys,
are decidedly of the same sentiments

; as, indeed, are all

others who have had opportunities, and have been at the

pains, to investigate and consider the subject. But that this

may not stand as mere matter of opinion and assertion, un-

supported by facts (such at least as the best maps now extant,

compared with the oral testimony, which my opportunities in

the course of the war have enabled me to obtain), I shall give
VOL. II.—25 (-j^S)



386 Life of Rev. Manasseh Cutler.

you the different routes and distances from Detroit, by which

all the trade of the north-western parts of the united territory

must pass ;
unless the Spaniards, contrary to their present

policy, should engage part of it ; or the British should at-

tempt to force nature, by carrying the trade of tiie Upper
Lakes by the River Utawas into Canada, whicli I scarcely

think they will or could eft'ect. Taking Detroit, then (which
is putting ourselves in as unfavorable a point of view as we

can well be placed in, because it is upon the line of the British

territory), as a point by which, as I have already observed, all

that part of the trade must come, it appears, from the state-

ment inclosed, that the tide waters of this state are nearer, by
one hundred and sixty-eight miles, than those of the River

St. LaAvrence
; or, than those of the Hudson at Albany, by

one hundred and seventy-six miles. Maryland stands upon
similar ground with Virginia. Pennsylvania, although the

Susquehanna is an unfriendly Avater, much impeded, it is said,

with rocks and rapids, and noAvhere communicating Avith those

Avhich lead to her capital, has it in contemplation to open a

communication between Toby's Creek, Avhich empties into the

Alleghany River ninety-five miles above Fort Pitt, and the

west branch of the Susquehanna, and to cut a canal betAveen

the Avaters of tlie latter and the Schuylkill; the expense of

Avhich is easier to be conceived than estimated or described by
me. A people, hoAvever, Avho are possessed of the spirit of

commerce, avIio see and Avill pursue their advantages, may
achieve almost any thing. In the mean time, under the un-

certainty of these undertakings, they are smoothing the roads

and paving the ways for the trade of that western Avorld.

That NcAv York Avill do the same as soon as the British gar-

risons are removed, Avhich are at present insurmountable ob-

stacles in their Avay, no person, Avho knows the temper, genius,

and policy of those people as Avell as I do, can harbor the

smallest doubt. Thus much Avith respect to rival states. Let

me now take a short view of our oavu ; and, being aAvare of

the objections Avhich are in the Avay, I will, in order to contrast

them, enumerate them Avith the advantages.

The first and principal one is, the lofoiiintafe jealousy Avhich

ever has, and it is to be feared ever will, prevail, lest one part
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of the State should obtain an advantage over the other parts,

as if the benefits of trade were not diffusive and beneficial to

all. Then follows a train of difficulties, namely, that our

people are already heavily taxed
;
that we have no money ;

that the advantages of this trade are remote
;
that the most

direct route for it is through other States, over which we have

no control
;
that the routes over which we have control are as

distant as either of those which lead to Philadelphia, Albany,

or Montreal
;

that a sufficient spirit of commerce does not

pervade the citizens of this commonwealth
;
and that we are,

in fact, doing for others what they ought to do for themselves.

Without going into the investigation of a question which has

employed the pens of able politicians, namely, whether trade

with foreigners is an advantage or disadvantage to a country,

this State, as a part of the confederated States, all of which

have the spirit of it very strongly working in them, must

adopt it, or submit to the evils arising therefrom without re-

ceiving its benefits. Common policy, therefore, points clearly

and strongly to the propriety of our enjoying all the advan-

tajjes which nature and our local situation afford us, and

evinces clearly that, unless this spirit could be totally eradi-

cated in other States as well as in this, and every man be

made to become either a cultivator of the land or a manufac-

turer of such articles as are prompted by necessity, such

stimulus should be employed as \f\\\ force this spirit, by shoAV-

ing to our countrymen the superior advantages we possess be-

yond others, and the importance of being upon an equal

footing; with our neiy-hbors.

If this is fair reasoning, it ought to follow as a consequence
that we should do our part toward opening the communication

for the fur and peltry trade of the Lakes, and for the produce
of the country which lies Avithin, and Avhich will, so soon as

matters are settled with the Indians, and the terms on which

Congress mean to dispose of the land found to be favorable

are announced, be settled faster than any other ever was, or

any one would imagine. This, then, when considered in an

interested point of view, is alone sufficient to excite our en-

deavors. But, in my opinion, there is a political considera-

tion for so doing, which is of still greater importance. I need
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not remark to you, Sir, that the flanks and rear of the United

States are possessed by other powers, and formidable ones,

too
;
nor how necessary it is to apply the cement of interest to

bind all parts of the Union together by indissoluble bonds,

especially that part of it which lies immediately west of us

with the middle States. For what ties, let me ask, should we

have upon those people? How entirely unconnected with

them shall we be, and what troubles may we not apprehend, if

the Spaniards on their right and Great Britain on their left,

instead of throwing stumbling-blocks in their Avay, as they

now do, should hold out lures for their trade and alliance ?

What, when they get strength, which Avill be sooner than

people conceive (from the emigration of foreigners, who will

have no particular predilection toward us, as well as from the

removal of our own citizens), will be the consequence of their

havinw formed close connections with both or either of those

powers, in a commercial way ? It needs not, in my opinion,

the gift of prophecy to foretell.

The western States (I speak now from my own observation)

stand, as it were, on a pivot. The touch of a feather would

turn them any wa3^ They have looked down the Mississippi

until the Spaniards, very impoliticly, I think, for themselves,

threw difficulties in their way ;
and they looked that way for

no other reason than because they could glide gentl}^ doAvn

the stream, without considering, perhaps, the difficulties of the

voyage back again, and the time necessary to perform it in
;

and because they have no other means of coming to us but by

long land transportations and unimproved roads. These causes

have hitherto checked the industry of the present settlers
;

for, except the demand for provisions, occasioned by the in-

crease of population, and a little flour, which the necessities

of the Spaniards compel them to buy, they have no incitements

to labor. But smooth the road, and make easy the way for

them, and then see what an influx of articles will be poured

upon us, how amazingly our exports will lie increased by

them, and how amply we shall be compensated for any trouble

and expense we may encounter to effect it.

A combination of circumstances makes the present con-

juncture more favorable for Virginia than for any other State

s
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in the Union to fix these matters. The jealous and untoward

disposition of the Spaniards on one hand and the private views

of some individuals, coinciding with the general policy of the

Court of Great Britain on the other, to retain as long as pos-

sible the posts of Detroit, Niagara, and Oswego (which,

though done under the letter of the treaty, is certainly an in-

fraction of the spirit of it, and ruinous to the Union), may be

improved to the greatest advantage by this State, if she would

open the avenues to the trade of that country, and embrace

the present moment to establish it. It only wants a begin-

ning. The western inhabitants would do their part toward its

execution. Weak as they are, they Avould meet us at least

half way, rather than be driven into the arms of foreigners,

or be made dependent upon them, which would eventually

either bring on a separation of them from us, or a war between

the United States and one or the other of those powers, most

probably with the Spaniards.
The preliminary steps to the attainment of this great object

would be attended with very little expense, and might, at the

same time that it served to attract the attention of the west-

ern country, and convince the wavering inhabitants of our dis-

position to connect ourselves with them, and facilitate their

commerce with us, be a means of removing those jealousies,

which otherwise might take place among ourselves. These, in

my opinion, are, to appoint commissioners, who, from their

situation, integrity, and abilities, can be under no suspicion of

prejudice or predilection to one part more than another. Let

these commissioners make an actual survey of James River,
and the Potomac from the tide-water to their respective
sources

;
note with great accuracy the kind of navigation and

obstructions, the difficulty and expense attending the removal

of these obstructions, the distances from place to place through
their whole extent, and the nearest and best portage between
these waters and the streams capable of improvement, which
run into the Ohio

;
traverse these in like manner to their junc-

tion with the Ohio, and with equal accuracy.
^ The navigation

of the Ohio being well known, they will have less to do in the

examination of it
; but, nevertheless, let the courses and dis-

tances be taken to the mouth of the Muskingum, and up that
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river (notwithstanding it is in ceded lands) to the carrying

place to the Cayahoga ;
down the Cayahoga to Lake Erie,

and thence to Detroit. Let them do the same with Big
Beaver Creek, although part of it is in the State of Penn-

sylvania, and also Avith the Scioto.

In a word, let the waters east and west of the Ohio, Avhich

invite our notice by their proximity and by the ease with which

land transportation may be had between them and the Lakes

on one side, and the Rivers Potomac and James on the other,

be explored, accurately delineated, and a correct and con-

nected map of the whole be presented to the public.

These things being done, I shall be mistaken if prejudice

does not yield to facts, jealousy to candor, and, finally, if

reason and nature, thus aided, do not dictate what is right

and proper to be done.

In the meanwhile, if it should be thought that the lapse of

time, which is necessary to effect this work, may be attended

with injurious consequences, could not there be a sum of

money granted toward opening the best, or, if it should be

deemed more eligible, two of the nearest communications

(one to the northward and another to the southward) with

the settlements to the westward
;
and an act be passed, if

there should not appear a manifest disposition in the Assem-

bly to make it a public undertaking, to incorporate and en-

courage private adventurers, if any should associate and so-

licit the same, for the purpose of extending the navigation

of the Potomac or James River
; and, in the former case, to

request the concurrence of Maryland in the measure ? It will

appear from my statement of the different routes (and as far

as my means of information have extended I have done it with

the utmost candor) that all produce of the settlements about

Fort Pitt can be brought to Alexandria by the Youghiogheny
in three hundred and four miles, whereof only thirty-one are

land transportation, and by the Monongahela and Cheat Riv-

ers in three hundred and sixty miles, twenty of which

only are land carriage. Whereas the common road from Fort

Pitt to Philadelphia is three hundred and twenty miles, all

land transportation ;
or four hundred and seventy-six miles,

if the Ohio, Toby's Creek, Susquehanna, and Schuylkill are
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made use of for tliis purpose. How much of this is by land I

know not, but from the nature of the country it must be very

considerable. How much the interest and feelings of people

thus circumstanced -would be engaged to promote it requires

no illustration. For my own part, I think it highly probable

that, upon the strictest scrutiny, if the Falls of the Great

Kenhawa can be made navigable, or a short portage be had

there, it will be found of equal importance and convenience

to improve the navigation of both the James and Potomac.

The latter, I am fully persuaded, affords the nearest commu-

nication Vith the Lakes
;
but James River may be more conve-

nient for all the settlers below the mouth of the Great Kenhawa,

and for some distance perhaps above and west of it; for I

have no expectation that any 'part of the trade above the

Falls of the Ohio will go down that river and the Mississippi,

much less that the returns will ever come up them, unless

our want of foresight and good management is the occasion

of it. Or, upon trial, if it should be found that these rivers,

from the before-mentioned Falls, will admit the descent of sea-

vessels, in that case, and the navigation of the former becom-

ing free, it is probable that both vessels and cargoes will be

carried to foreign markets and sold
;
but the returns for them

will never in the natural course of things ascend the long and

rapid current of that river, which, with the Ohio to the Falls,

in their meanderings, is little, if any thing, short of two tliou-

sand miles. Upon the whole, the object, in my estimation, is

of vast commercial and political importance. In this light I

think posterity will consider it, and regret if our conduct should

give them cause, that the present favorable moment to secure

so great a blessing for them was neglected.

One thing more remains which I had like to have forgotten,

and that is, the supposed difficulty of obtaining a passage

through the State of Pennsylvania. How an application to

its legislature would be relished, in the first instance, 1 will

not undertake to decide, but of one thing I am almost cer-

tain, such an application would place that body in a very deli-

cate situation. There are in the State of Pennsylvania at

least one hundred thousand souls west of the Laurel Ilill, who
are groaning under the inconveniences of a long land trans-
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portation. They are wishing, indeed, they are looking, for the

improvement and extension of inland navigation ;
and if this

can not be made easy for them to Philadelphia (at any rate it

must be long), they will seek a mart elsewhere, the conse-

quence of which would be, that the State, though contrary to

the interests of its sea-ports, must submit to the loss of so

much of its trade, or hazard not only the loss of the trade,,

but the loss of the settlement also
;
for an opposition on the

part of government to the extension of Avater transportation,

so consonant Avith the essential interests of a large body of

people, or any extraordinary impositions upon the exports or

imports to or from another State, would ultimately bring on a

separation between its eastern and western settlements, toward

which there is not wanting a disposition at this moment in

that part of it beyond the mountains. I consider Eumsey's

discovery for working boats against the stream, by mechanical

powers principally, as not only a very fortunate invention for

these States in general, l)ut ns one of those circumstances

Avhicli have combined to rend«r the present time favorable

above all others for fixing, if we are disposed to avail our&'elves

of tliem, a large portion of the trade of the Avestern country
in the bosom of this State irrevocably.

Lonw as this letter is, I intended to have Avritten a fuller

and more digested one, upon this important subject, but

have met Avith so many interruptions since my return home,

as almost to have precluded my Avriting at all. What I noAV

give is crude
;
but if you are in sentiment Avith me, I have

said enough ;
if there is not an accordance of opinion I have

said too much, and all I pray in the latter case is, that you
will do me the justice to believe my motives are pure, hoAv-

ever erroneous my judgment may be in this matter, and that

I am, with the most perfect esteem and friendship.

Dear sir, yours, etc.,

Geo. Washington.
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Ax EXIM-AKATIOX OF THE MaP WHICH DkI.INEATKS THAT PaKT OF THE

Fedkkal Lands Comprehended between PENNsvi-VAxrA West Line,

THE KiVEiis Ohio and Scioto, and Lake Ekie; Confikmed to the

United States t,y Sundry '1'ribes of Indians, in the Treaties of

1784 AND 1780, and Now Keady for Settlement. Salem: Printed

BY Dabney and Gushing, MDCCLXXXVIJ.

New York, October 28, 1787.

Having attentively perused the following pamphlet, describ-

ing part of the western territory of the United States, I do

Certify, that the facts therein related, respecting the fertility

of the soil, productions, and general advantages of settlement,

etc., are judicious, just, and true, and correspond with obser-

vations made by me during my residence of upward of ten

years in that country. Thomas Hutchins,

Geograplier of the United States.

AN EXPLANATION, ETC.

The great river Ohio is formed by the confluence of Monon-

gahela and the Alleghany, in the State of Pennsylvania, about

290 miles west of the city of Philadelphia, and about 20 miles

east of the western line of that State. In the common trav-

eling road, the former distance is computed at 320 miles
; and,

by the windings and oblique direction of the Ohio, the latter

is reckoned about 42. These two sources of the Ohio are

large, navigable streams
;
the former, flowing from the south-

east, leaves but 30 miles portage from the navigable waters of

the Potomac, in Virginia ;
the latter opens a passage from the

north-east, and rises not far from the head-waters of the Sus-

quehanna. The State of Pennsylvania has already adopted
the plan of opening a navigation from the Alleghany River to

the city of Philadelphia, through the Susquehanna and the

Delaware. In this route, there will be a portage of only 24

miles.

On the junction of these rivers, or at the head of the Ohio,
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stands Fort Pitt, which gives name to the town of Pittsburgh,
a flourishing settlement in the vicinity of tlie fortress. From
this place, the Ohio takes a south-western course of 1,188

miles, including its various windings, and discharges itself

into the Mississippi, having passed a prodigious length of de-

lightful and fertile countr}', and received the tribute of a large

number of navigable streams. The Muskingum, the Hock-

hocking, the Scioto, the Miami, and the Wabash from the

North-west, the Kenhawa, the Kentucky, the Buffaloe, the

Shawanee, and the Cherokee from the south-east, all navigable
from 100 to 900 miles, discharge themselves into the Ohio

;

and yet the Ohio itself forms but an inconsiderable part of

that vast variety of congregated streams which visit the

ocean through the channel of the Mississippi.

The Ohio, from Pennsylvania to the Mississippi, divides the

State of Virginia from the Federal lands, or the lands which

do not fall within the limits of any particular State. These

extend westward to the Mississippi and northward to the

boundary of the United States, excepting only the Connecticut

reserve, which is a narrow strip of land, bordering on the

south of Lake Erie, and stretching 120 miles west of the

western limit of Pennsylvania. But a small proportion of

these lands is as yet purchased of the natives, and to be dis-

posed of b}' Congress. Beginning on the meridian line,

which forms the western boundarv of Pennsvlvania, thev have

surveyed and laid off seven ranges of townships. As a north

and south line strikes the Ohio in a very oblique direction^

the termination of the seventh range falls upon that river 9

miles above the Muskingum, which is the first large river

that falls into the Ohio. It forms this junction at 172 miles

below Fort Pitt, including the windings of the Ohio, though
in a dii-ect line it is but 90 miles. The lands in which the

Indian title is extinguished, and which are now purchasing
under the United States, are bounded as before described on

the east, by the Great Miami on the west, by the Ohio on the

south, and extend near to the head-waters of the Muskingum
and Scioto on the north. The Muskingum is a gentle river,

confined by banks so high as to prevent its overflowing. It is

250 yards wide at its confluence with the Ohio, and navigable
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by large batteaux and barges to the Three Legs ; and, by
small ones, to the lake at its head. From thence, by a port-

age of about one mile, a communication is opened to Lake

Erie, through the Cayalioga, Avhich is a stream of great utility,

navigable the whole length, without any obstruction from falls.

From Lake Eric, the avenue is well known to the Hudson, in

the State of New York. The most considerable portage in

this route is at the fall of Niagara, which interrupts the com-

munication between the Lakes Erie and Ontario. From the

latter, you pass through the River Oswego, the Oneyda Lake,
Wood's Creek, and find a short portage into the Mohawk, and

another, occasioneil by a fall near the confluence of the Mo-
hawk and the Hudson, at Albany.

The Hockhocking resembles the Muskingum, though some-

what inferior in size. It is navigable for large boats about 70

miles, and for small ones much farther. On the banks of this

very useful stream are found inexhaustible quarries of free-

stone, large beds of iron ore, and some rich mines of lead.

Coal mines and salt springs are frequent in the neighborhood
of J:his stream, as they are in every part of the western terri-

tory. The salt that may be obtained from these springs will

afford an inexhaustible store of that necessary article. Beds
of white and blue clay, of an excellent quality, are likewise

found here, suitable for the manufacture of glass, crockery,
and other earthenwares. Red bole and many other useful

fossils have been observed on the branches of this river.

The Scioto is a larger river than either of the preceding,
and opens a more extensive navigation. It is passable for

large barges for 200 miles, with a portage of only 4 miles to

the Sandusky, a good, navigable stream, that falls into the Lake
Erie. Through the Sandusky and Scioto lies the most com-
mon pass from Canada to the Ohio and Mississippi, one of the

most extensive and useful communications that are to be

found in any country.

Prodigious extensions of territory are here connected
; and,

from the rapidity with which the western parts of Canada,
Lake Erie, and the Kentucky countries are settling, we mav
anticipate an immense intercourse between them. The lands

on the borders of these middle streams, from this circumstance
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alone, aside from their natural fertility, must be rendered

vastly valuable. There is no doubt but flour, corn, flax, hemp,

etc., raised for exportation in that great country between the

Lakes Huron and Ontario, will find an easier outlet through

Lake Erie and these rivers than in any other direction. The

Ohio merchant can give a higher price than those of Quebec

for these commodities, as they may be transported from the

former to Florida and the West Irfdia Islands with less ex-

pense, risk, and insurance, than the latter
;
while the expense

from the place of growth to the Ohio will not be one-fourth

of what it would be to Quebec, and much less than even to

the Oneyda Lake. The stream of Scioto is gentle, nowhere

broken by falls. At some places, in the spring of the year, it

overflows its banks, providing for large natural rice planta-

tions. Salt springs, coal mines, white and blue clay and free-

stone, abound in the country adjoining this river. The undis-

tinguishing terms of admiration, that are commonly used in

speaking of the natural fertility of the country on the western

waters of the United States, would render it difficult, without

accurate attention in the surveys, to ascribe a preference to

any particular part, or to give a just description of the terri-

tory under consideration, without the hazard of being sus-

pected of exaggeration. But in this we have the united

opinion of the Geographer, the Surveyors, and every traveler

that has been intimately acquainted with the country, and

marked every natural object with the most scrupulous exact-

ness—that no part of the federal territory unites so many

advantages, in point of health, fertility, variety of production,

and foreign intercourse, as that tract which stretches from the

Muskingum to the Scioto and the Great Miami Rivers.

Colonel Gordon, in his journal, speaking of a much larger

range of country, in which this is included, and makes un-

questionably the finest part, has the following observation:

" The country on the Ohio is every-where pleasant, with large

level spots of rich land, and remarkably healthy. One gen-

eral remark of this nature will serve for the whole tract of the

globe comprehended between the western skirts of the Alle-

ghany mountains
;
thence running south-westerly to the dis-.

tance of 500 miles to the Ohio falls
;
then crossing them north-
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erlv to the liends of tlio rivers that empty themselves into the

Ohio : then east along the ridge that separates the lakes and

Ohio's streams to French creek. This country may, from a

proper kno^vledge, be affirmed to be the most healthy, the most

pleasant, the most commodious and most fertile spot on earth,

known to the European people."

The lands that feed the various streams above mentioned,

which fall into the Ohio, are now more accurately known, and

may be described with confidence and precision. They are

interspersed with all the variety of soil which conduces to

pleasantness of situation, and lays the foundation for the

wealth of an agricultural and manufacturing people. Large
level bottoms, or natural meadows, from 20 to 50 miles in cir-

cuit, are every-where found bordering the rivers and varie-

gating the country in the interior parts. These afford as rich

a soil as can be imagined, and may be reduced to proper cul-

tivation with very little labor. It is said that in many of these

bottoms a man may clear an acre a day, fit for planting with

Indian corn; there being no under-wood, and the trees grow-

ing high and large, but not thick together, need nothing but

girdling. The prevailing groAvth of timber and the more use-

ful trees are maple or sugar- tree, sycamore, black and white

mulberry, black and white walnut, butternut, chestnut, Avhite,

black, Spanish, and chestnut oaks, hickory, cherry, buckAvood,

honey locust, elm, horse chestnut, cucumber tree, lynn tree,

gum tree, u-on wood, ash, aspin, sassafras, crab-apple tree,

pawpaw or custard apple, a variety of plum trees, wine-bark

spice, and leather-wood bushes. General Parsons measured

a black-walnut tree, near the Muskingum, Avhose circumfer-

ence, at 5 feet from the ground, Avas 22 feet. A sycamore,
near the same place, measured 44 feet in circumference, at

some distance from the <2;round. White and black oak, and

chestnut, Avith most of the above-mentioned timbers, grow large

and plenty upon the high grounds. Both the high and Ioav

lands produce vast quantities of natural grapes of various

kinds, of Avliich the settlers universally may make a sufficiency

for their own consumption of rich red Avine. It is asserted in

the old settlement of St. Vincent's, Avliere they have had oppor-

tunity to try it, that age Avill render this Avine preferable to
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most of the European wines. Cotton is the natural produc-
tion of this country, and grows in great perfection.

The sugar maple is a most valuable tree for an inland coun-

try. Any number of inhabitants may be forever supplied with

a sufficiency of sugar, by preserving a few trees for the use

of each family. A tree will yield about ten pounds of sugar
a year, and the labor is very trifling. The sap is extracted in

the months of February and March, and granulated, by the

simple operation of boiling, to a sugar equal in flavor and

whiteness to the best Muscovado.

Springs of Excellent water abound in every part of this

territory, and small and large streams, for mills and other

purposes, are actually interspersed, as if by art, that there be

no deficiency in any of the conveniences of life.

Very little waste land is to be found in any part of the tract

of country comprehended in the map which accompanies this.

There are no swamps, and, though the hills are frequent, they
are gentle and swelling, nowhere high nor incapable of tillage.

They are of a deep, rich soil, covered with a heavy growth of

timber, and well adapted to the production of wheat, rye, in-

digo, tobacco, etc.

The communications between this country and the sea will

be principally in the four following directions :

1. The route through the Scioto and Muskino-um to Lake

Erie, and so to the river Hudson, which has been already de-

scribed.

2. The passage up the Ohio and Monongahela to the port-

age above mentioned, which leads to the navigable waters of

the Potomac. This portage is 30 miles, and will probably be

rendered much less by the execution of the plans now on foot

for opening the navigation of those waters.

3. The great Kenhawa, which falls into the Ohio from the

A^'iro'inia shore between the Hockhockino; and the Scioto,

opens an extensive navigation from the south-east, and leaves

but 18 miles portage from the navigable waters of James

River, in Virginia. This communication, for the country be-

tween Muskingum and Scioto, will probably be more used

than any other for the exportation of manufactures and other

light, valuable articles, and especially for the importation of
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foreign coiiiraoditics, which may be brought from the Chesa-

peake to the Ohio much cheaper than they are now carried

from Phihidelphia to Carlisle and the other thick-settled back

counties of Pennsylvania.
4. But the current down the Ohio and the Mississippi, for

heavy articles that suit the Florida and West India markets,

such as corn, flour, beef, lumber, etc., will be more frequently

loaded than any streams on earth. The distance from the

Scioto to the Mississippi is 800 miles; from thence to the sea

it is 900. This whole course is easily run in 15 days, and the

passage up those rivers is not so difficult as has usually been

represented. It is found by late experiments that sails are

used to great advantage against the current of the Ohio, and

it is worthy of observation that,' in all probability, steamboats

will be found to do infinite service in all our extensive river

navigation.

Such is the state of facts relative to the natural advantages

of the territory described in the annexed map. As far as ob-

servations in passing the rivers and the transitory remarks of

travelers will justify an opinion, the lands further down, and

in other parts of the unappropriated country, are not equal,

in point of soil and other local advantages, to the tract which

is here described. This, however, can not be accurately de-

termined, as the present situation of these countries will not

admit of that minute inspection which has been bestowed on

the one under consideration.

It is a happy circumstance that the Ohio Company are about

to commence the settlement of this country in so regular and

judicious a manner. It will serve as a wise model for the fu-

ture settlement of all the federal lands
;
at the same time that,

by beginning so near the western limit of Pennsylvania, it will

be a continuation of the old settlements, leaving no vacant

lands exposed to be seized by such lawless banditti as usually

infest the frontiers of countries distant from the seat of gov-
ernment.

The design of Congress and of the settlers is that the set-

tlements shall proceed regularly down the Ohio and northward

to Lake Erie. And it is probable that not many years will

elapse before the whole country above Miami will be brought
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to that degree of cultivation which will exhibit all its latent

beauties, and justify those descriptions of travelers -which have

so often made it the garden of the world, the seat of -wealth,

and the center of a great empire.

To the philosopher and the politician, on viewing this de-

lightful part of the federal territory, under the prospect of an

immediate and systematic settlement, the following observa-

tions will naturally occur.

First. The toils of agriculture will here be rewarded with a

greater variety of valuable productions than in any part of

America. The advantages of almost every climate are here

blended together; every considerable commodity, that is cul-

tivated in any part of the United States, is here produced in

the greatest plenty and perfection. The high dry lands are

of a deep, rich soil, producing in abundance, wheat, rye, In-

dian corn, buckwheat, oats, barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, indigo,

silk, wine, and cotton. The tobacco is of a quality superior

to that of Virginia ;
and the crops of wheat are larger than

in any other part of America. The common growth of Indian

corn is from 60 to 80 bushels to the acre. The low lands are

well suited to the production of nearly all the above articles,

except wheat.

Where the large bottoms are interspersed with small streams,

they are well adapted to the growth of rice, wdiich may be

produced in any quantities. The borders of the large streams

do not generally admit of this crop, as very few of them over-

flow their banks. But the scarcity of natural rice swamps is

amply compensated by the remarkable healthfulness of the

Avhole country, it being entirely free from stagnant waters.

It is found, in this country, that stagnant waters are by no

means necessary to the groAvth of the rice
;
the common rich

bottoms produce this crop in as great perfection as the best

rice swamps of the Southern States. Hops are the natural

production of this country, as are peaches, plums, pears,

apples, melons, and almost every fruit of the temperate zone.

No country is better stocked with wild game of every kind.

Innumerable herds of deer, elk, buflaloe, and bear, are shel-

tered in the groves, and fed in the extensive bottoms that

•every-where abound—an unquestionable proof of the great
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fertility of the soil. Turkeys, geese, ducks, swans, teal,

pheasants, partridges, etc., are, from observation, believed to

be in greater plenty here than the tame poultry are in any

part of the old settlements of xVmerica.

The rivers are well stored with fish of various kinds, and

many of them of an excellent quality. They are generally

laro;e, though of different sizes. The cat-fish, Avhich is the

largest, and of a delicious flavor, weighs from 80 to 80 pounds.

Provisions will, for many years, find a ready market on any
of these rivers

;
as settlers are constantly coming in from all

parts of tlie world, and must be supplied by purchase, for one

year at least, with many articles.

Second. From its situation and productions, no country is

so well calculated for the establishment of manufactures of

various kinds. Provisions will be forever plenty and cheap.

The raw materials for fabricating most of the articles of cloth-

ing and dress, are and will be the luxuriant production of this

country. Though silk, cotton, and flax are valuable in them-

selves, yet, by being wrought into the various articles of use

and ornament, the expense of transportation is proportionably
lessened. The United States, and perhaps other countries,

will be supplied from these interior parts of America.

Ship-building will be a capital branch of business on the

Ohio and its confluent streams. The Ohio, when at the lowest,

admits of four fathom of water, from the mouth of the Mus-

kingum to its confluence with the Mississippi, except at the

rapids, which, at such times, interrupt the navigation for about

one mile. The descent in that distance is only 15 feet
;
and

the channel, which is 250 yards wide, has at no time less than

5 feet of water. In freshes, the water rises 30 feet
;
and

boats are not only rowed against the stream, but ascend the

rapids by means of their sails only. It is the opinion of the

Geographer, and others who have viewed the spot, that, by

cutting a canal a little more than half a mile on the south side

of the river, which is low meadow ground, the rapids may be

avoided, and the navigation made free at all seasons of the year.

Hemp, timber, and iron will be plenty and good; and the liigh

freshes, from February to April, and frequently in October

VOL. II.—26
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and November, will bear a vessel of any burden over the

rapids, in their present state, and out to sea.

The following observations, by an English engineer who had

explored the western country, were addressed to the Earl of

Hillsborough in the year 1770, when Secretary of State for

the North American department
—at a time when we were

British colonies, and our country considered only as the hand-

maid to Great Britain, in furnishing raw materials for their

manufactures.
" No part of North x\merica will require less encouragement

for the production of naval stores and raw materials for manu-

factories in Europe, and for supplying the West India islands

with lumber, provisions, etc., than the country of the Ohio,

and for the following reasons:

"1. The lands are excellent, the climate temperate; the

native grapes, silk-worms, and mulberry trees, abound every-

where ; hemp, hops, and rye grow spontaneously in the valleys

and low lands
;
lead and iron ore are plenty in the hills

;
salt

springs are innumerable
;
and no soil is better adapted to the

culture of tobacco, flax, and cotton, than that of the Ohio.

"
2.* The country is well watered by several navigable rivers,

communicating with each other, by which, and a short land

carriage, the produce of the lands of the Ohio can, even now,

be sent cheaper to the sea-port town of Alexandria, on the

River Potowmac—where General Braddock's transports landed

his troops
—than any kind of merchandise is sent from North-

ampton to London.
"

3. The river Ohio is, at all seasons of the year, navigable

with large boats
;
and from the month of Februar}^ to April,

large ships may be built on the Ohio and sent to sea, laden

with hemp, iron, flax, silk, tobacco, cotton, potash, etc.

"
4. Flour, corn, beef, ship-plank, and other useful articles,

can be sent down the stream of Ohio to West Florida, and

from thence to the West India Islands, much cheaper, and in

better order, than from New York or Philadelphia to those

islands.

"
5. Hemp, tobacco, iron, and such bulky articles, may be

sent down the stream of Ohio to the sea, at least 50 per

cent cheaper than these articles were ever carried by a land
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carriage of only 60 miles in Pennsylvania, -where wagonage
is cheaper than in any other part of North America.

" G. The expense of transporting European manufactures

from the sea to the Ohio Avill not be so much as is now paid, and

ever must be paid, to a great part of the counties of Pennsyl-

vania, Virginia, and Maryland. Whenever the farmers or mer-

chants of Ohio shall properly understand the business of trans-

portation, they will build schooners, sloops, etc., on the Ohio,

suitable for the West India or European markets
; or, by hav-

ing black walnut, cherry tree, oak, etc., properly sawed for for-

eign markets, and formed into rafts, in the manner that is now
done in Pennsylvania, and thereon stow their hemp, iron, to-

bacco, etc., and proceed with them^ to New Orleans.
" It may not, perhaps, be amiss to observe, that large quan-

tities of flour are made in the western counties of Pennsyl-

vania, and sent, by an expensive land carriage, to the city of

Philadelphia ;
and from thence shipped to South Carolina

and East and West Florida—there being little or no wheat

raised in these provinces. The River Ohio seems kindly de-

signed, by nature, as the channel through which the two

Floridas may be supplied with flour, not only for their own

consumption, but also for carrying on an extensive commerce
with Jamaica and the Spanish settlements in the Bay of Mex-
ico. Millstones, in abundance, are to be obtained in fhe

hills near the Ohio
;
and the country is every-where well wa-

tered Avith large and constant springs and streams for grist

and other mills. The passage from Philadelphia to Pensacola

is seldom made in less than a month
;
and 60 shillings ster-

ling per ton freight (consisting of 16 barrels) is usually paid
for flour, etc., thither. Boats, carrying 500 or 1,000 barrels

of flour, may go in about the same time from Pittsburgh as

from Philadelphia to Pensacola, and for half the above freight.

The Ohio merchants could deliver flour, etc., there, in much
better order than from Philadelphia, and without incurring
the damage and delay of the sea, and charges of insurance,

etc., as from thence to Pensacola. This is not mere specula-
tion

;
for it is a fact, that about the year 1746 there was a

scarcity of provisions at New Orleans, and the French settle-
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ments at the Illinois, small as they then Avere, sent thither, in

one winter, upward of eight hundred thousand weight of flour."

If, instead of furnishing other nations with raw materials,

companies of manufacturers from Europe could be introduced

and established in this inviting situation, under the superin-

tendence of men of property, it would occasion an. immense

addition of men and wealth to these new settlements, and

serve as a beneficial example of economy to many parts of the

United States.

Third. In the late ordinance of Congress for disposing of

the western lands, as far down as the River Scioto, the pro-

vision that is made for schools and the endowment of an uni-

versity, looks with a most favorable aspect upon the settle-

ment, and furnishes the presentiment that, by a proper atten-

tion to the subject of education, under these advantages, the

field of science may be greatly enlarged, and the acquisition

of useful knowledge placed upon a more respectable footing

here than in any other part of the world. Besides the oppor-

tunity of opening a new and unexplored region for the range
of natural history, botany, and the medical science, there will

be one advantage which no other part of the eayth can boast,

and which probably will never again occur—that, in order to

begin right, there will be no wrong habits to combat, and no

inveterate systems to overturn—there is no rubbish to remove,

before you can lay the foundation. The first settlement will

embosom many men of the most liberal minds—well versed in

the world, in business, and every useful science. Could the

necessary apparatus be procured, and funds immediately es-

tablished, for founding a university on a liberal plan, that pro-

fessors might be active in their various researches and employ-
ments—even now, in the infancy of the settlement, a proper

use might be made of an advantage which will never be re-

peated.

Many political benefits would immediately result to the

United States from such an early institution in that part of

the country. The people in the Kentucky and Illinois coun-

tries are rapidly increasing. Their distance from the old

States will prevent their sending their children thither for in-

struction ;
from the want of which they are in danger of losing
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all their habits of government, and allegiance to the United

States. But, on seeing examples of government, science, and

regular industry follow them into the neighborhood of their

own country, they would favor their children with these ad-

vantages, and revive the ideas of order, citizenship, and the use-

ful sciences. This attention, from these neighboring people,

would increase the wealth and population of the new proposed
settlement.

Fourth. In the ordinance of Congress, for the government
of the territory north-Avest of the Ohio, it is provided that,

after the said territory acquires a certain degree of popula-

tion, it shall be divided into States. The Eastern State that

is thus provided to be made is boi,inded on the Great Miami on

the west and by the Pennsylvania line on the east. The cen-

ter of this State will fall betAveen the Scioto and the Hock-

hocking. At the mouth of one of these rivers will probably
be the seat of government for the State. And, if we may
indulge the sublime contemplation of beholding the whole ter-

ritory of the United States settled by an enlightened people,

and continued under one extended government, on the river

Ohio, and not far from this spot, will be the seat of empire
for the whole dominion. This is central to the whole

;
it will

best accommodate every part ;
it is the most pleasant, and

probably the most healthful. Altho' it is an object of im-

portance that Congress should soon fix on a seat of govern-

ment, yet, in the present state of the country, it is presumed,
it Avill not be thought best that such a seat be considered as

immovably fixed. To take the range of the Alleghany Moun-
tains from north to south, it is probable twenty years will

not elapse before there will be more people on the western

than on the eastern waters of the United States. The set-

tlers ought even now to have it in vieAV, that government
will forever accommodate them as much as their brethren on

the cast. This may be necessary to prevent their forming
schemes of independence, seeking other connections, and pro-

viding for their separate convenience. As it is the most ex-

alted and benevolent object of legislation that ever was aimed

at, to unite such an amazingly extensive people, and make
them happy, under one jurisdiction, every act of Congress
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under the new Constitution, by looking forward to this object,

will, we trust, inculcate and familiarize the idea. They will,

no doubt, at an early period, make a reservation or purchase

of a suitable tract of land for a federal town that Avill be cen-

tral to the whole, and give some public intimation of such in-

tention to transfer the seat of government, on the occurrence

of certain events, such as comparative population, etc. This

would render such transfer easily practicable, by preventing

the occasion of uneasiness in the old states, while it Avould not

appear to be the result of danger, or the prospect of revolt, in

the new.



APPENDIX D.

The ORniNANCE of 17S7, and its History, hy Pkter Force—Ordinance

FOR Sale of Lands in the North-western Territory—Ordinance

for Ascertaining the Mode of Disposing of Lands in the West-

ern Tl RKlTdRY.

[Copied from Appendix I of "
St. Clair Papers."]

On the first of March, 1784, a committee, consisting of Mr.

Jefterson^ of Virginia, Mr. Chase, of Maryland, and Mr.

Howell, of Rhode Island, submitted to Congress the following

plan for the temporary government of the Western Territory :

The committee appointed to prepare a plan for the tem-

porary government of the Western Territory have agreed to

the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the territory ceded or to be ceded by indi-

vidual States to the United States, whensoever the same shall

have been purchased of the Indian inhabitants, and offered for

sale by the United States, shall be formed into additional

States, bounded in the following manner, as nearly as such

cessions will admit : Tliat is to say, northwardly and south-

Avardly by parallels of latitude, so that each State shall com-

prehend, from south to north, two degrees of latitude, begin-

ning to count from the completion of thirty-one degrees north

of the equator ;
but any territory northwardly of the forty-

seventh degree shall make part of the State next below. And

eastwardly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those on

the Mississippi by that river on the one side, and the meridian

of the lowest point of the rapids of the Ohio on the other;

and those adjoining on the east, by the same meridian on the

western side, and on the eastern by the meridian of the west-

ern cape of the mouth of the Great Kanawha. And the ter-

ritory eastward of this last meridian, between the Ohio, Lake

Erie, and Pennsylvania, shall be one State.

That the settlers within the territory so to be purchased and

offered for sale shall, either on their own petition or on the

order of Congress, receive authority from them, with appoint-
ments of time and place, for their free males of full age to

(407)
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meet together for the purpose of establishing a temporary

government to adopt the constitution and laws of any one of

these States, so that such laws, nevertheless, shall be subject
to alteration by their ordinary legislature, and to erect, sub-

ject to a like alteration, counties or townships for the election

of members of their legislature.

That such temporary government shall only continue in

force in any State until it shall have acquired twenty thousand

free inhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to Congress,

they shall receive from them authority, with appointments of

time and place,«o call a convention of representatives to estab-

lish a permanent constitution and government for themselves.

Provided, That both the temporary and permanent govern-
rnents be established on these principles as their basis :

1. That they shall forever remain a part of the United States

of America.

2. That, in their persons, propert}^, and territory, they shall

be subject to the Government of the United States in Congress

assembled, and to the Articles of Confederation in all those

cases in which the original States shall be so subject.

3. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the Federal

debts, contracted or to be contracted, to be apportioned on

them by Congress, ^recording to the same common rule and

measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on

the other States.

4. That their respective governments shall be in republican

forms, and shall admit no person to be a citizen who holds any

hereditary title.

^n 5. That, after the year 1800 of the Christian era, there

shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of

the said States, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted to have been

personally guilty.

That whensoever any of the said States shall have, of free

inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one of the least

numerous of the thirteen original States, such State shall be

admitted by its delegates into the Congress of the United

States, on an equal footing with the said original States, after

which the assent of two-thirds of the United States, in- Con-
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gress assembled, shall be requisite in all those cases wherein,

by the confederation, the assent of nine States is now required,

provided the consent of nine States to such admission may be

obtained according to the eleventh of the Articles of Confedera-

tion. Until such admission by their delegates into Congress,

any of the said States, after the establishment of their tem-

porary government, shall have authority to keep a sitting mem-

ber in Congress, with a right of debating but not of voting.

That the territory northward of the forty-fifth degree, that

is to say, of the completion of forty-five degrees from the

equator, and extending to the Lake of the Woods, shall be

called Sylvania. That, of the territory under the forty-fifth

and forty-fourth degrees, that which lies westward of Mich-

igan shall be called 3Iickigania; and that which is eastward

thereof, within the peninsula formed by the lakes and waters

of Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, shall be called Cher-

onesus, and shall include any part of the peninsula which may
extend above the forty-fifth degree. Of the territory under

the forty-third and forty-second degrees, that to the west-

ward, through which the Assenisipi or Rock River runs, shall

be called Assenisipia; and that to the eastward, in which are

the fountains of the Muskingum, the two' Miamis of Ohio, the

Wabash, the Illinois, the Miami of the Lake, and the San-

dusky Rivers, shall be called Metrojjotamia. Of the territory

which lies under the forty-first and fortietli degrees, the w^est-

ern, through wdiich the river Illinois runs, shall be called

Illinoia ; that next adjoining, to the eastward, Saratoga; and

that between this last and Pennsylvania, and extending from

the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Washington. Of the

territory which lies under tlie thirty-ninth and thirty-eighth

degrees, to which shall be added so much of the point of land

Avithin the fork of the Ohio and Mississippi as lies under the

thirty-seventh degree, that to the westward, Avithin and adja-
cent to which are the confluences of the rivers Wabash, Shaw-

nee, Tanisee, Ohio, Illinois, Mississippi, and Missouri, shall

be called Polgpotamia ; and that to the eastward, farther up
the Ohio, otherwise called the Pelisipi, shall be called Peli-

sipia.

That all the preceding articles shall be formed into a charter
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of compact ;
shall be duly executed by the President of the

United States, in Congress assembled, under his hand and the

seal of the United States
;

shall be promulgated, and shall

stand as fundamental conditions between the thirteen original

States and these newly described, unalterable but by the joint

consent of the United States, in Congress assembled, and of

the particular State within which such alteration is proposed
to be made.

This report Avas recommitted to the same committee on the

17th of March, and a new one was submitted on the 22d of

the same month. The second report agreed in substance with

the first. The principal difference was the omission of the

paragraph giving names to the States to be formed out of the

Western Territory. It was taken up for consideration by

Congress on the 19th of April, on which day, on the motion

of Mr. Spaight, of North Carolina, the following clause was

struck out :

"
That, after the year 1800 of the Christian era, there shall

be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of the

said States, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted to have

been personally guilty."

The report was further considered and amended on the 20th

and 21st. On the 23d, it was agreed to (ten States voting

aye, and one no), without the clause prohibiting slavery and

involuntary servitude after the year 1800. On the question

to agree to the report, after the prohibitory clause was struck

out, the yeas and nays were required by Mr. Beresford. The

vote was :

New Hampshire— Connecticut—
Mr. Foster, aye. Mr. Sherman, aye.

Mr. Blanchard, aye. Mr. Wadsworth, aye.

Massachusetts— New York—
Mr. Gerry, aye. Mr. Dewitt, aye.

Mr. Partridge, aye. Mr. Paine, aye.

Rhode Island— New Jersey
—

Mr. Ellery, aye. Mr. Beatty, aye.

Mr. Howell, aye. Mr. Dick, aye.
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Delaware (absent). Virginia
—

Pennsylvania
— Mr. Jefferson, aye.

Mr. Mifflin, aye. Mr. Mercer, aye.

Mr, Montgomery, aye. Mr. Monroe, aye.

Mr. Hand, aye. North Carolina—
Maryland

— Mr. Williams, aye.

Mr. Stone, aye. Mr. Spaight, aye.

Mr. Chase, aye. South Carolina—
Georgia (absent). Mr. Reed, no.

Mr. Beresford, no.

/y , Thus, the report of Mr. Jefferson for the temporary govern-

v/tnent of the Western Territory, without any restriction what-

ever as to slavery, received the vote of every State present

except South Carolina. It did not "
lay on the table of Con-

gress during the three years from 1784 to 1787." During
these three years, it was the law of the land. It was repealed
in 1787.

Nearly a year after the first plan was adopted, the clause

originally offered by Mr. Jefferson, as a part of the charter of

compact and fundamental cofistitutions between the thirteen

original States and the new States to be formed in the Western

Territory, prohibiting slavery and involuntary servitude, was

again submitted to Congress, omitting the time named,
" after

the year 1800 of the Christian era."

On the 16th of March, 1785—
"A motion was made by Mr. King, seconded by Mr. Ellery,

that the following proposition be committed :

" That there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi-

tude in any of the States described in the resolve of Congress
of the 23d of April, 1784, otherwise than in the punishment
of crimes whereof the party shall have been personally guilty;
and that this regulation shall be an article of compact, and

remain a fundamental principle of the constitutions between

the thirteen original States and each of the States described

in the said resolve of the 23d of April, 1784."

The motion was,
" that the following proposition be com-

mitted"—that is, committed to a committee of the whole

House
;

it Avas not " in the nature of an instruction to the

Committee on the Western Territory." At that time, there
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Avas no such committee. It Avas a separate, independent

proposition. The very terms of it show that it was offered as

an addition to tlie resolve of April 23, 1784, with the inten-

tion of restoring to that resolve a clause that had originally
formed a part of it.

Mr. King's motion to commit was agreed to—eight States

(New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland) voted

in the affirmative, and three States (Virginia, North Carolina,

and South Carolina) in the negative. Neither Delaware nor

Georgia was represented.
After the commitment of this proposition, it was neither

called up in Congress nor noticed by any of the committees

who subsequently reported plans for the government of the

Western Territory.

The subject was not laid over from this time till September,
1786. It is noticed as being before Congress on the 24th of

March, tlic 10th of May, the loth of July, and the 24th of

August of that year.

On the 24th of March, 178(?, a report was made by the

grand Committee of the House, to Avhom had been referred

a motion of Mr. Monroe upon the subject of the Western

Territor3\

On the 10th of May, 1786, a report was made by another

committee, consisting of Mr.' Monroe, of Virginia, Mr. John-

son, of Connecticut, Mr. King, of Massachusetts, Mr. Kean,
of South Carolina, and Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, to

whom a motion of Mr. Dane, for considering and reporting
the form of a temporary government for the Western Terri-

tory, was referred. This report, after amendment, was re-

committed on the 13th of July following.

On the 24th of iVugust, 1786, the Secretary of Congress
was directed to inform the inhabitants of Kaskaskia " that

Congress have under their consideration the plan of a tempo-

rary government for the said district, and that its adoption
will be no longer protracted than the importance of the sub-

ject and a due regard to their interest may require."

On the 19th of September, 1786, a committee, consisting of

Mr. Johnson, of Connecticut, Mr. Pinckney, of South Caro-
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lina, Mr. Smith, of New York, Mr. Dane, of Massachusetts,

and ]\Ir. Henry, of Maryland, appointed to propose a "
plan

of temporary government for such districts or new States as

shall be laid out by the United States upon the principles of

the acts of cession from individual States, and admitted into

the Confederacy," made a report, Avliich was taken up for

consideration on the 29th, and, after some discussion, and

several motions to amend, the further consideratio-n was

postponed.
On the 26th of Api-il, 1787, same committee (Mr. Johnson,

Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Smith, Mr. Dane, and Mr. Henry) reported
" an ordinance for the government of the Western Territory."
It was read a second time, and amended on the 9th of May,
and the next day was assigned 'for the third reading. On the

lOtli, the order of the day for the third reading was called for

by the State of Massachusetts, and was postponed. On the

9th and lOtli of May, Massachusetts was represented by Mr.

Gorhan, Mr. King, and Mr. Dane. The proposition which,
on Mr. King's motion, was "committed" on the 16th of

March of the preceding year, was not in the ordinance, as re-

ported by the committee, nor was any motion made in the

Congress to insert it as an amendment.

The following is a copy of the ordinance as amended and

ordered to a third reading :

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE WESTERN TER-

RITORY,

It is hereby ordained by the United States, in Congress as-

sembled, that there shall be appointed, from time to time, a

governor, whose commission shall continue in force for the

term of three years, unless sooner revoked by Congress.
There shall be appointed by Congress, from time to time, a

secretary, whose commission shall continue in force for four

years, unless sooner revoked by Congress. It shall be his

duty to keep and preserve the acts and laws passed by the

General Assembly, and public records of the district, and of

the proceedings of the governor in his executive department,
and transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings

every six months to the Secretary of Congress.
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There shall also be appointed a court to consist of three

judges, any two of whom shall form a court, who shall have a

'common law jurisdiction, whose commissions shall continue

in force durins; good behavior.

And, to secure the rights of personal liberty and property
to the inhabitants and others, purchasers in the said districts,

it is hereby ordained that the inhabitants of said districts

shall always be entitled to the benefits of the act of habeas

corpus and of the trial by jury.

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall

adopt and publish in the districts such laws of the original

States, criminal and civil, as may be necessary and best

suited to the circumstances of the district, and report them to

Congress from time to time, whicli shall prevail in said dis-

trict until the organization of the General Assembly, unless

disapproved of by Congress ; but, afterward, the General As-

sembl}^ shall have authority to alter them as they see fit
; pro-

vided, however, that said Assembly shall have no power to

create perpetuities.

The governor, for the time being, shall be commander-in-

chief of the militia, and appoint and commission all officers

in the same below the rank of general officers
;

all officers of

that rank shall be appointed and commissioned by Congress.

Previous to the organization of the General Assembly, the

governor shall appoint such magistrates and other civil officers,

in each county or township, as he shall find necessary for the

preservation of peace and good order in the same. After the

General Assembly shall be organized, the powers and duties

of magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and

defined by the said Assembly ;
but all magistrates and other

civil officers, not herein otherwise directed, shall, during the

continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by
the governor.

The governor shall, as soon as may be, proceed to lay out

the district into counties and townships, subject, however, to

such alterations as may thereafter be made by the legislature,

so so6'n as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants,

of full age, within the said district. Upon giving due proof

thereof to the governor, they shall receive authority, with
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time and place, to elect representatives from their counties or

townships, as aforesaid, to represent them in General Assem-

bly : provided, that for every five hundred free male inhabi-

tants there shall be one representative, and so on progressively

with tlio number of free male inhabitants shall the right of

representation increase, until the number of representatives

amounts to twenty-five ;
after which the number and propor-

tion of representatives shall be regulated by the legislature :

provided, that no person shall be eligible or qualified to act as

a representative, unless he be a citizen of one of the United

States, or have resided within such district three years, and

shall likewise hold, in his own right, in fee-simple, two hun-

dred acres of land within the same : provided, also, that a

freehold or life estate in fifty acres of land in the said district,

if a citizen of any of the United States, and two years' resi-

dence, if a foreigner, in addition, shall be necessary to qualify

a man as elector for tlie said representative.

The representatives thus elected shall serve for the term of

two years, and, in case of the death of a representative, or

removal from ofiice, the governor shall issue a writ to the

county or township for which he was a member, to elect an-

other in his stead, to serve for the residue of the time.

The General Assembly shall consist of the governor, a legis-

lative council, to consist of five members, to be appointed by
the United States, in Congress assembled, to continue in ofiice

during pleasure, any three of whom to be a quorum, and a

House of Representatives, who shall have a legislative author-

ity complete in all cases for the good government of said dis-

trict : provided, that no act of the said General Assembly
shall be construed to aff"ect any lands the property of the

United States : and provided, further, that the lands of the

non-resident proprietors shall in no instance be taxed higher
than the lands of residents.

All bills shall originate indiff"erently either in the council or

House of Representatives, and, having been passed by a ma-

jority in both Houses, shall be referred to the go\ernor for his

assent, after obtaining which they shall be complete and valid
;

but no bill or legislative act whatever shall be valid or of any
force without his assent.
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The governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and

dissolve the General Assembly when, in his opinion, it shall

be expedient.

The said inhabitants or settlers shall be subject to pay a

part of the Federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, and

to bear a proportional part of the burdens of the government,
to be apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same

common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof

shall be made on the other States.

The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and

such other officers as Congress shall at any time think proper

to appoint in such district, shall take an oath or affirmation of

fidelity ;
the governor before the President of Congress, and

all other officers before the governor, prescribed on the 17th

day of January, 1785, to the Secretary of War, mutatis

mutandis.

Whensoever any of the said States shall have of free in-

habitants as many as are equal in number to the one- thirteenth

part of the citizens of the original States, to be computed
from the last enumeration, such State shall be admitted by its

delegates into the Congress of the United States, on an equal

footing with the said original States : provided, the consent of

so many States in Congress is first obtained as may at that

time be competent to such admission.

Resolved, That the resolutions of the 23d of April, 1784,

be and the same are hereby annulled and repealed.

Such was the ordinance for the government of the Western

Territory, when it was ordered to a third reading, on the 10th

of May, 1787. It had then made no further progress in the

development of those great principles for which it has since

been distinguished as*
" one of the greatest monuments of

civil jurisprudence." It made no provision for the equal dis-

tribution of estates. It said nothing of extending the funda-

mental principles of civil and religious liberty
—

nothing of

the rights of conscience, knowledge, or education. It did not

contain the articles of compact, which were to remain unal-

tered forever, unless by common consent.
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We now come to the time wlien these great principles were

first brought forward.

On the 9th of July, 1787, the ordinance was again referred.

The committee now consisted of Mr. Carringtoii, of Virginia,

Mr. Dane, of Massachusetts, Mr. R. H. Lee, of Virginia, ^Ir.

Kean, of South Carolina, and Mr. Smith, of New York. Mr.

Carrington, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Kean, the new members, were

a majority.

This committee did not "
merely revise the ordinance ;"

they prepared and reported the great Bill of Rights for the

territory northwest of the Ohio.

The question is here presented, why was Mr. Carrington, a

new member of the committee, placed at the head of it, to the

exclusion of Mr. Dane and Mr. Smith, who had served pre-

viously ? In the absence of positive evidence, there appears to

be but one answer to this question. The opinions of all the

members were known in Congress. Li the course of de-

bate, ncAv views had been presented, which must have been re-

ceived with general approbation. A majority of the commit-

tee Avere the advocates of these views, and the member by
whom they were presented to the House was selected as the

chairman. There is nothing improbable or out of the usual

course of proceeding in this. Indeed, the prompt action of

tlte committee and of the Congress goes very far to con-

firm it.

On the 11th of July (two days after the reference), Mr.

Carrington reported the ordinance for the government of the

territory of the L^nited States north-west of the River Ohio.

This ordinance was read a second time on the 12th (and

amended, as stated below), and, on the 13th, it was read a

third time, and passed by the unanimous vote of the eight
States present in the Congress.
On the passage, the yeas and nays (|)eing required by Mr.

Yates) were as follows :

New Hampshire (absent). New York—
Massachusetts— Mr. Smith, aye.

Mr. Holten, aye. Mr. Haring, aye.
Mr. Dane, aye. Mr. Yates, no.

VOL. II.—27
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Rhode Island (absent), Maryland (absent).

Connecticut (absent). North Carolina—
New Jersey

— Mr. Blonnt, aye.

Mr. Clarke, aye. Mr. Hawkins, aye.
Mr. Schureman, aye. South Carolina—

Delaware— Mr. Kean, aye.

Mr. Kearney, aye. Mr. Huger, aye.

Mr. Mitchell, aye. Georgia
—

Virginia
—

,

Mr. Few, aye.

Mr. Grayson, aye. Mr. Pierce, aye.

Mr. R. H. Lee, aye. Pennsylvania (absent).

Mr. Carrington, aye.

It appears, then, that, instead of having
" this ordinance

under deliberation and revision for three years and six

months," in five days it was passed through all the forms of

legislation
—the reference, the action of the committee, the

report, the three several readings, the discussion and amend-

ment by Congress, and the final passage.

On the 12th of July (as above stated), Mr. Dane offered the

following amendment, which was adopted as the sixth of the

articles of the compact :

^'Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery nor invol-

untary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the

punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been duty
convicted

; provided, ahoays, that any person, escaping into

the same, from whom labor or service is claimed in any of the

original States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and

conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service,

as aforesaid."

This had, in part, been presented by Mr. Jefferson, in 1784,

and again by Mr. King, in 1785. The assertion that this

clause,
" as it now exists in the ordinance," was "

proposed
and carried by Mr. King, when neither Jefferson nor Dane

was present," is singularly incorrect. In the proposition sub-

mitted by Mr. King, in 1785 (which was never afterward

called up in Congress), there was no provision for reclaiming

fugitives ; and, without such a provision, it could not have

been carried at all
; besides, the clause,

" as it now exists in

the ordinance," was proposed by Mr. Dane, on the 12th of
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July, 1787, and carried by the unanimous vote of Congress,
when Mr. King was not present.

Mr. King was a member of the convention for framing the

Federal constitution. He was present and voted in the con-

vention on the 12th of July, 1787. The whole of that day
was occupied in settling the proportion of representation and

direct taxation, which was then determined as it now stands

in the constitution, viz :

"
By adding to the whole number of

free persons, including those bound to service for a term of

years, and excluding Indians, not taxed, three-fifths of all other

persons."
The Congress and the convention were both in session at

the same time, in Philadelphia.* There was, of course, free

intercourse and interchange of opinion between the members

of the two bodies. To this may be attributed the adoption on

the same day of the clause in the ordinance and the clause in

the constitution.

The accompanying copy of the ordinance shows the amend-

ments made in Congress, on the 12th of July, to Mr. Carring-
ton's report of the 11th. All that was struck out is printed
in

[_ifalic'\,
what was inserted is in small capitals. The

reader, on comparing this with the plans previously reported

by Mr, Jefferson and by Mr. Johnson, will see that most of

the principles
" on which its wisdom and fame rest

"
were-

first presented by Mr. Carrington.

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TERRITORY OF THE
UNITED STATES NORTH-AVEST OF THE RIVER OHIO.

Be it ordained hy the United States, in Congress assembled,.

That the said Territory, for the purposes of temporary gov-

ernment, be one district
; subject, however, to be divided into

two districts, as future circumstances may, in the opinion of

Congress, make it expedient.

Be it ordained hy the authority aforesaid, That the estates-

both of resident and non-resident proprietors in the said Ter-

ritory, dying intestate, shall descend to and be distributed

among their children and the descendants of a deceased

child in equal parts ;
the descendants of a deceased child or

*An evident error. Congress was in session in New York.
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grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in equal

parts among them
;
and where there shall be no children or

descendants, then in equal parts to the next of kin, in equal

degree ;
and among collaterals, the children of a deceased

brother or sister of the intestate shall have in equal parts

among them their deceased parent's share
;
and there shall

IN NO CASE BE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN KINDRED OF THE WHOLE

AND HALF BLOOD
; Saving in all cases to the widow of the in-

testate her third part of the real estate for life, and \ivlicTe

there shall be no children of the intestate~\ one-third part of the

personal estate
;
and this law relative to descents and dower

shall remain in full force until altered by the legislature of the

district. And until the governor and judges shall adopt laws

as hereinafter mentioned, estates in the said Territory may be

devised or bequeathed by wills in Avriting, signed and sealed

by him or her in whom the estate may be (being of full age),

and attested by three witnesses
;
and real estates may be con-

veyed by lease and release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed,

and delivered by the person, being of full age, in whom the es-

tate may be, and attested by two witnesses, provided such

wills be duly proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged,
or the execution thereof duly proved, and be recorded within

one year after proper magistrates, courts, and registers shall

be appointed for that purpose ;
and personal property may be

transferred by delivery, saving, however, to the '[inhabitants

of Kaskaskies and Post 'Vincent'] French and Canadian in-

habitants, AND OTHER SETTLERS OF THE KaSKASKIES, St. ViN-

CENT's, and the neighboring VILLAGES, WHO HAVE HERETOFORE

PROFESSED THEMSELVES CITIZENS OF VIRGINIA, their lawS and

customs now in force among them relative to the descent and

conveyance of property.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be

appointed, from time to time, by congress, a governor, whose

commission shall continue in force for the term of three years,

unless sooner revoked by Congress : he shall reside in the dis-

trict and have a freehold estate therein in one thousand acres

of land, while in the exercise of his office.

There shall be appointed, from time to time, by Congress, a

secretary, whose commission shall continue in force for four

years, unless sooner revoked : he shall reside in the district,
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and have a freehold estate therein, in five hundred acres of

of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be his

duty to keep and preserve the acts and hiAvs passed by the

legislature, and the public records of the district, of tlic pro-

ceedings of the governor in his executive department, and

transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings every

six months to the Secretary of Congress.

There shall also be appointed a court, to consist of three

judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall have a

common-law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have

each therein a freehold estate, in five hundred acres of land,

while in the exercise of their offices
;
and their commissions

shall continue in force during good behavior.

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt

and publish in the district such laws of the original States,

criminal and civil, as may be necessary and best suited to the

circumstances of the district, and report them to Congress from

time to time, which laws shall be in force in the district until

the organization of the General Assembly therein, unless dis-

approved of by Congress ;
but afterward the legislature shall

have authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

The governor, for the time being, shall be commander-in-

chief of the militia, and appoint and commission all officers in

the same below the rank of general officers
;

all general offi-

cers [cibove that ra7iJf\ shall be appointed and commissioned by

Congress.
Previous to the organization of the General Assembly, the

governor shall appoint such magistrates and other civil officers

in each county or township as he shall find necessary for the

preservation of the peace and good order in the same. After

the General Assembly shall be organized, the powers and du-

ties of mao;istrates and other civil officers shall be regulated

and defined by the said Assembly ;
but all magistrates and

other civil officers, not herein otherwise directed, shall, during
the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed

by the governor.
For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be

adopted or made shall have force in all parts of the district,

and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the gov-
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ernor shall make proper divisions thereof; and he shall pro-

ceed, from time to time, as circumstances may require, to lay
out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall

have been extinguished into counties and townships, subject,

however, to such alterations as may thereafter be made by the

legislature.

As soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants,

of full age, in the district, upon giving proof thereof to the

governor, they shall receive authority, with time and place, to

elect representatives from their counties or townships, to repre-

sent them in the General Assembly: provided, that, for every
five hundred free male inhabitants, there shall be one repre-

sentative, and so on progressively with the number of free

male inhabitants shall the right of representation increase,

until the number of representatives shall amount to twenty-
five

;
after which the number and proportion of representatives

shall be regulated by the legislature : provided that no person
shall be eligible or qualified to act as a representative, unless

he shall have been a citizen of one of the United States three

years, and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have

resided in the district three years, and, in either case, shall

likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two hundred acres

of land within the same : provided, also, that a freehold in

fifty acres of land in the district, having been a citizen of one

of the States, and being resident in the district, or the like

freehold and two years' residence in the district, shall be

necessary to qualify a man as an elector of a representative.

The representatives thus elected shall serve for the term of

two years, and, in case of the death of the representative, or

removal from office, the governor shall issue a writ to the

county or township for which he was a member, to elect an-

other in his stead, to serve for the residue of the term.

The General Assembly, or legislature, shall consist of the

governor, legislative council, and a House of Representatives.
The legislative council shall consist of five members, to con-

tinue in office five years, unless sooner removed by Congress,

any three of whom to be a quorum, and the members of the

council shall be nominated and appointed in the following

manner, to wit : As soon as representatives shall be elected,
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the governor shall appoint a time and place for them to meet

together, and, when met, they shall nominate ten persons,

residents in the district, and each possessed of a freehold in

five hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress ;

five of whom Congress shall appoint and commission to serve

as aforesaid
;
and Avhenever a vacancy shall happen in the

council, by death or removal from office, the House of Repre-
sentatives shall nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid,

for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress ;
one of

whom Congress shall appoint and commission for the residue

of the term
;
and every five years, four months at least before

the expiration of the tel-m of service of the members of coun-

cil, the said House shall nominate ten persons, qualified as

aforesaid, and return their names to Congress, five of whom

Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as members

of the council five years, unless sooner removed. And the

governor, legislative council, and House of Representatives

shall have authority to make laws, in all cases, for the good

government of the district, not repugnant to the principles

and articles in this ordinance established and declared. And
all bills having passed by a majority in the House, and by a

majority in the council, shall be referred to the governor for

his assent
;
but no bill or legislative act whatever shall be of

any force without his assent. The governor shall have power
to convene, prorogue, and dissolve the General Assembly,
when, in his opinion, it shall be expedient.

The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and

such other officers as Congress shall appoint in the district,

shall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity and of office
;
the

governor before the President of Congress, and all other offi-

cers before the governor. As soon as a legislature shall be

formed in the district, the council and House, assembled in

one room, shall have authority by joint ballot to elect a dele-

gate to Congress, who shall have a seat in Congress, with a

right of debating, but not of voting, during this temporary
government.
And for extending [to all parts of the Coyfederacy] the fun-

damental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form

the basis whereon these Republics, their laws and constitu-
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tions, are erected
;

to fix and establish those principles as the

basis of all laws, constitutions, and governments which forever

hereafter shall be formed in said territory ;
to provide also

for the establishment of States, and permanent government

therein, and for their admission to a share in the Federal

councils, on an equal footing with the original States, at as

early periods as may be consistent with the general interest—
It is hereby ordained and declared hy the authority aforesaid.

That the following articles shall be considered as articles of

compact between the original States and the people and States

in the said territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless

by common consent, to wit :

Article the First. No person demeaning himself in a

peaceable and orderly manner shall ever be molested on ac-

count of his mode of worship or religious sentiments in the

said territory.

Article the Second. The inhabitants of the said territory

shall always be entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas

corpus and of the trial by jury ;
of a proportionate representa-

tion of the people in the legislature, and of judicial proceed-

ings according to the course of the common law
;

all persons
shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the proof
shall be evident or the presumption great ;

all fines shall be

moderate, and no cruel or unusual punishments shall be in-

flicted
;
no man shall be deprived of his liberty or property

but by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land
;
and

should the public exigencies make it necessary, for the com-

mon preservation, to take any person's property, or to demand

his particular services, full compensation shall be made for the

same
; and, in the just preservation of rights and property, it

is understood and declared that no law ought ever to be made,
or have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner

whatever, interfere with or affect private contracts or engage-

ments, bona fide and without fraud, previously formed.

Article the Third. [Institutions for the promotion o/j re-

religion [and] morality, and knowledge, being necessary to

GOOD government AND THE HAPPINESS OF MANKIND, schools

and the means of education shall forever be encouraged \cmd
all persons while young shall he taught some useful occupation^
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The utmost o-ood faith shall ahvavs be observed toward the

Indians
;

their lands and property shall never be taken frora

them without their consent ; and, in their property, rights,

and liberty, they never shall be invaded or disturbed, unless

in just or lawful wars authorized by Congress ;
but laAvs

founded in justice and humanity shall from time to time be

made, for preventing Avrongs being done to them, and for pre-

serving peace and friendship with them.

Article the Fourth. The said territory, and the States which

mav be formed therein, shall forever remain a part of this

Confederacy of the United States of America, subject to the

articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein as

shall constitutionally be made
;
and to all the acts and ordi-

nances of the United States, in Congress assembled, conform-

able thereto. The inhabitants and settlers in the said territory

shall be subject to pay a part of the Federal debts, contracted

or to be contracted, and a proportional part of the expenses

of government, to be apportioned on them by Congress, ac-

cording to the same common rule and measure by which ap-

portionments thereof shall be made on the other States
;
and

the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and levied

by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the dis-

trict or districts, or new States, as in the original States, within

the time agreed upon by the United States, in Congress as-

sembled. The legislatures of those districts, or new States,

shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil by
the United States, in Congress assembled, nor with any regu-
lations Congress may find necessary for securing the title in

such soil to the bona fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed
on lands the property of the United States

;
and in no case

shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents.

The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. Law-

rence, and the carrying places between the same, shall be

common highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants

of the said territory as to the citizens of the United States,

and those of any other States that may be admitted into the

Confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor.

Article the Fifth. There shall be formed in the said terri-

tory not less than three nor more than five States
;
and the
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boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her

act of cession and [aidhorize^ consent to the same, shall be-

come fixed and established as follows, to Avit : The western

State in the said territory shall be bounded by the Mississippi,

the Ohio, and Wabash Rivers
;
a direct line drawn from the

Wabash and Post Vincent's due north to the territorial line

between the United States and Canada, and by the said ter-

ritorial line to the Lake of the Woods and Mississippi. The

middle State shall be bounded by the said direct line, the Wa-
bash from Post Vincent's to the Ohio

; by the Ohio, by a direct

line draAvn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to THE

said territorial line, and by THE said territorial line. The

eastern State shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct

line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the said territorial line
;

Provided, however, and it is further understood and declared,

that the boundaries of these three States shall be subject so

far to be altered, that if Congress shall hereafter find it expe-

dient, they shall have authority to form one or two States in

that part of the said territory which lies north of an east and

west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of

Lake Michigan ;
and whenever any of the said States shall

have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, such State shall

be admitted by its delegates into the Congress of the United

States, on an equal footing with the original States, in all re-

spects whatever
;
and shall be at liberty to form a permanent

constitution and State government : Provided, the constitution

and government so to be formed shall be republican, and in con-

formity to the principles stated in these articles
; and, so far

as it can be consistent with the general interest of the Con-

federacy, such admission shall be allowed at an earlier period,

and when there may be a less number of free inhabitants in

the State than sixty thousand.

Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery nor

INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE IN THE SAID TERRITORY, OTHERWISE

THAN IN PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES WHEREOF THE PARTY SHALL

HAVE BEEN DULY CONVICTED
; PROVIDED, ALWAYS, THAT ANY

PERSON ESCAPING INTO THE SAME, FROM WHOM LABOR OR SERV-

ICE IS LAWFULLY CLAIMED IN ANY ONE OF THE ORIGINAL StATES,

SUCH FUGITIVE MAY BE LAWFULLY RECLAIMED AND CONVEYED
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TO THE PERSON CLAIMING HIS OR HER LABOR OR SERVICE AS

AFORESAID.

J5e it ordained hy the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions

of the 23d of April, 1784, relative to the subject of this

ORDINANCE, be and the same are hereby repealed and declared

null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th

day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of their sove-

reignty and independence the 12th.

Chas. Thomson, &Wy.

ORDINANCES FOR THE SALE OF LANDS IN THE NORTH-WESTERN

TERRITORY.

[In Congress, July 23, 1787, 1 Vol. L. U. S., p. 573.]

The report of a committee, consisting of Mr. Carrington,

Mr. King, oNIr. Dane, Mr. Madison, and Mr. Benson, amended

to read as follows, viz :

That the Board of Treasury be authorized and empowered
to contract with any person or persons for a grant of a tract

of land which shall be bounded by the Ohio, from the mouth

of the Scioto to the intersection of the western boundary of the

seventh range of townships now surveying ; thence, by the

said boundary to the northern boundary of the tenth township
from the Ohio

; thence, by a due west line, to the Scioto
;

thence, by the Scioto, to the beginning, upon the following

terms, viz : The tract to be surveyed, and its contents ascer-

tained, by the geographer or some other officer of the United

States, who shall plainly mark the said east and west line, and

shall render one complete plat to the Board of Treasury, and

another to the purchaser or purchasers.
The purchaser or purchasers, within seven years from the

completion of this work, to lay off the whole tract, at their

own expense, into townships and fractional parts of town-

ships, and to divide the same into lots, according to the land •

ordinance of the 20th of May, 1785
; complete returns whereof

to be made to the Treasury Board. The lot No. 16, in each

township or fractional part of a township, to be given perpet-

ually for the purposes contained in the said ordinance. The
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lot No. 29, in each township or fractional part of a township,
to be given perpetually for the purposes of religion.

=^ The
lots Nos. 8, 11, and 26, in each township or fractional part
of a township, to be reserved for the future disposition of

Congress. Not more than two complete townships to be given
perpetually for the purposes of a University, to be laid off by
the purchaser or purchasers, as near the center as may be, so

that the same shall be of good land, to be applied to the in-

tended object by the legislature of the State. The price to

be not less than one dollar per acre for the contents of the
said tract, excepting the reservations and gifts aforesaid,

payable in specie, loan-ofTieo certificates reduced to sprcie
value, or certificates of ]i(|ui(lated deljts of the United States,
liable to a reduction by an allowance for bad land, and all in-

cidental charges and circumstances whatever : Provided, That
such allowance shall not exceed, in the wlinle, one-tliird of

a^ dollar per acre.. And in making payment the principal only
of the said certificates shall be admitted, and the Board of

Treasury, for such interest as may be due on the certificates

rendered in payment as aforesaid, prior to January 1, 1786,
shall issue indents for interest to the possessors, which shall

be receivable in payment as other indents for interest of the

existing requisitions of Congress; and for such interest as

may be due on the said certificates between that period and
the period of payment, the said board shall issue indents, the

payment of which to be provided for in future requisitions,
or otherwise. Such of the purchasers as may possess rights
for bounties of land to the late army, to be permitted to ren-

der the same in discharge of the contract, acre for acre : Pro-

vided, That the aggregate of such rights shall not exceed one-

seventh part of the land to be paid for : A)2d provided also,

That there shall be no future claim against the United States

on account of the said rights. Not less than 500,000 dollars

of the purchase-money to be paid down upon closing of the

contract, and the remainder upon the completion of the Avork

to be performed by the geographer or other officer on the part

*The grant of No. 29, for religious purposes, is confined to the Ohio

Company and J. C. Symmes' purchase.
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of the United States. Good .and sufficient security to be given

by the purchaser or purchasers for the completion of the con-

tract on liis or their part. Tlie grant to be made upoiT the

full payment of the consideration money, and a right of entry
and occupancy to be acquired immediately for so much of the

tract as shall be agreed upon between the Board of Treasury
and the purchasers.

July 23, 1787. Ordered, That the above be referred to the

Board of Treasury to take order.

LETTER 01'^ CUTLER AND SARGENT TO THE BOARD OF TREASURY,
DATED NEW YORK, JULY 26, 1787, FROM JOURNALS OF CON-

GRESS, VOLUME 4, APPENDIX, PAGE 17.

We observe, by the act of the 23d instant, that your hon-

orable board is authorized to enter into a contract for the

sale of a tract of land therein described, on certain conditions

expressed in the act. As we suppose this measure has been

adopted in consequence of proposals made by us in behalf of

ourselves and associates, to a committee of Congress, we beg
leave to inform you that we are ready to enter into a con-

tract for the purchase of the lands described in the act, pro-

vided you can conceive yourselves autliorized to admit of the

following conditions, which, in some degree, vary from the re-

port of the committee, viz :

The subordinate surveys shall be completed as mentioned

in the act, unless the frequency of Indian irruptions may ren-

der the same impracticable without a heavy expense to the

company.
The mode of payment we propose is, half a million of dol-

lars when the contract is executed; another half a million

Avhen the tract, as described, is surveyed by the proper officer

of the United States
;
and the remainder in six equal pay-

ments, computed from the day of the second payment.
The lands assigned for the establishment of a university to

be as nearly as possible in the center of the first million and a

half of acres we shall pay for ; for, to fix it in the center of the

proposed purchase, might too long defer the establishment.

When the second payment is made, the purchasers will re-

ceive a deed for as great a quantity of land as a million of
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dollars shall pay for, at the price agreed on
;
after -which "we

will agree not to receive any further deeds for any of the lands

purchased, only at such periods, and on such conditions, as

may be agreed on betwixt the board and the purchasers.

As to the security, which the act says shall be good and

sufficient, we are unable to determine what those terms may
mean, in the contemplation of Congress, or of your honorable

board; we shall, therefore, only observe that our private for-

tunes, and that of most of our associates, being embarked in

the support of the pui'chase, it is not possible for us to oifer

any adequate security but that of the land itself, as is usual

in great land purchases.

We will agree so to regulate the contracts that we shall never

be entitled to a right of entry or occupancy but on lands ac-

tually paid for, nor receive any deeds till our payments amount

to a million of dollars, and then only in proportion to such

payment. The advance we shall always be under, without any
formal deed, together with the improvements made on the

lands, will, we presume, be ample security, even if it was not

the interest as well as the disposition of the company to lay

the foundation of their establishment on a sacred regard to

the rights of property.

If these terms are admitted, we shall be ready to conclude

the contract.

We have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, for our-

selves and associates, etc., Manasseh Cutler,
WiNTHROP Sargent.

Juli/ 27, 1787. ^'Ordered, That the above letter from Manasseh

Cutler and Winthrop Sargent, to the Board of Treasury, contain-

ing proposals for the purchase of a tract of land described in the

act of Congress of the 23d instant, be referred to the Board of

Treasury to take order : Provided, That after the date of the

second payment therein proposed to be made, the residue shall

be paid in six equal and half-yearly installments, until the

whole thereof shall be completed, and that the purchasers

stipulate to pay interest on the sums due from the completion

of the survey to be performed by the geographer."
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AN ORDINANCE FOll ASCERTAINING THE MODE OP DISPOSING OF

LANDS IN THE WESTERN TERRITORY.

[Passed May 20, 1785.]

'-'Be it ordained hy the United States in Congress assembled^

That the Territory ceded by individual States to the United

States, -which has been purchased of the Indian inhabitants,

shall be disposed of in the following manner :

"A SURVEYOR from each State shall be appointed by

Conoress^ or a Committee of the States, who shall take an

oath for the fixithful discharge of his duty, before the Geogra-

pher of the United States, who is hereby empowered and di-

rected to administer the same, -and the like oath shall be ad-

ministered to each chain-carrier by the surveyor under whom

he acts.

"" The geographer under whose direction the surveyors shall

act, shall occasionally form such regulations for their conduct

as he shall deem necessary ;
and shall have authority to sus-

pend them for misconduct in office, and shall make report of

the same to Congress, or to the Committee of the States
;
and

he shall make report in case of sickness, death, or resignation

of any surveyor.
" The surveyors, as they are respectively qualified, shall

proceed to divide the said Territory into townships of six

miles square, by lines running due north and south, and

others crossing these at right angles, as near as may be, un-

less the boundaries of the late Indian purchases may render

the same impracticable, and then they shall depart from this

rule no further than such particular circumstances may require.

And each surveyor shall be allowed and paid at the rate of

two dollars for every mile in length he shall run, including

the wages of chain-carriers, markers, and every other expense

attending the same.
" The first line running north and south as aforesaid, shall

begin on the River Ohio, at a point that shall be found due

north from the western termination of a line which has been

run as the southern boundary of the State of Pennsylvania ;

and the first line running east and west shall begin at the
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same point, and shall extend throughout the whole Territory :

Provided. That nothino; herein shall be construed as fixinj: the

"western boundary of the State of Pennsylvania. The geogra-

pher shall designate the townships, or fractional parts of

townships, by numbers progressively from south to north
;

al-

ways beginning each range with No. 1
;
and the ranges shall

be distinguished by their progressive numbers to the westward.

The first range extending from the Ohio to the Lake Erie,

being marked No. 1
;
the geographer shall personally attend

to the running of the first east and west line
;
and shall take

the latitude of the extremes of the first north and south line,

and of the mouths of the principal rivers.

" The lines shall be measured with a chain
;

shall be plainly

marked by chaps on the trees, and exactly described on a

plat, whereon shall be noted by the surveyor, at their proper

distances, all mines, salt-springs, salt-licks, and mill-seats that

shall come to his knowledge ;
and all w'ater-courses, moun-

tains, and other remarkable and permanent things, over and

near which such lines shall pass, and also the quality of the

lands.
" The plats of the townships respectively shall be marked

by subdivisions into lots of one mile square, or six hundred

and forty acres, in the same direction as the external lines,

and numbered from 1 to 36
; always beginning at the suc-

ceeding range of the lots wuth the number next to that with

which the preceding one concluded. And where, from the

causes before mentioned, only a fractional part of a township
shall be surveyed, the lots protracted thereon shall bear the

same numbers as if the township had been entire. And the

surveyors, in running»the external lines of the townships, shall,

at the interval of every mile, mark corners for the lots which

are adjacent, always designating the same in a different man-

ner from those of the townships.
" The geographer and surveyors shall pay the utmost atten-

tion tot he variation of the magnetic needle
;
and shall run and

note all lines by the true meridian, certifying with every plat

what was the variation at the times of running the lines thereon

noted.

"As soon as seven ranges of townships, and fractional parts
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of townships, in the direction from south to north, shall have

been surveyed, the geographer shall transmit plats thereof to

tjie Board of Treasury, who shall record the same, Avith the

report, in avcII bound books to be kept for that purpose. And

the geographer shall make similar returns, from time to time,

of every seven ranges as they may be surveyed. The Secre-

tary at War shall have recourse thereto, and shall take by lot

therefrom a number of townships and fractional parts of

townships, as well from those to be sold entire, as from those

to be sold in lots, as will be equal to one-seventh part of

the whole of such seven ranges, as nearly as may be, for the

use of the late Continental army ;
and he shall make a sim-

ilar draft, from time to time, until a sufficient quantity is

drawn to satisfy the same, to be applied in manner hereafter

directed. The Board of Treasury shall, from time to time,

cause the remaining numbers, as well those to be sold entire

as those to be sold in lots, to be drawn for in the name of the

thirteen States respectively, according to their quotas in the

last preceding requisition on all the States
; provided, that in

case more land than its proportion is allotted for sale, in

any State at any distribution, a deduction be made therefor

at the next.
" The Board of Treasury shall transmit a copy of the orig-

inal plats, previously noting thereon the townships, and frac-

tional parts of townships, which shall have fallen to the several

States by the distribution aforesaid, to the Commissioners of

the Loan Office of the several States, who, after giving notice

of not less than two nor more than six months, by causing ad-

vertisements to be posted up at the Court-houses, or other noted

places in every county, and to be inserted in one news»paper

published in the States of their residence respectively, shall

proceed to sell the townships, or fractional parts of townships,
at public vendue, in the following manner, viz : The toAvnship
or fractional part of township No. 1, in the first range, shall

be sold entire, and No. 2, in the same range, by lots
;
and

thus, in alternate order, through the whole of the first range.
The township or fractional part of township No. 1, in the sec-

ond range, shall be sold by lots, and No. 2, in the same range,
VOL. II.—28
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entire
;
and so, in alternate order, through the whole of the

second range ;
and the third range shall be sold in the same

manner as the first, and the fourth in the same manner as the

second, and thus, alternately, through all the ranges ; provided,
that none of the lands -within the said territory be sold under

the price of one dollar the acre, to be paid in specie, or Loan

Office certificates reduced to specie value by the scale of de-

preciation, or certificates of liquidated debts of the United

States, including interest, besides the expense of the survey
and other charges thereon, which are hereby rated at thirty-

six dollars the township, in specie or certificates as aforesaid,

and so for the same proportion for the fractional part of a

township, or of a lot, to be paid at the time of sales
;
on fail-

ure of which payment, the said lands shall be again offered

for sale.

" There shall be reserved for the United States out of

every township, the four lots being numbered 8, 11, 26, 29,

and out of every fractional part of township so many lots'of

the same numbers as shall be found thereon, for future sales.

There shall be reserved the lot No. 16 of every township for

the maintenance of public schools, within the said township ;

also, one-third part of all gold, silver, lead, and copper mines,

to be sold or otherwise disposed of, as Congress shall hereafter

direct.

" When any township, or fractional part of a township, shall

have been sold as aforesaid, and the money or certificates re-

ceived therefor, the Loan Officer shall deliver a deed in the

following terms :

"T/ie-, United States of America to all to ivhoni these presents

shall come, Greeting:
" Know ye. That, for the consideration of dollars, we

have granted and do hereby grant and confirm unto

the toAvnship [or, fractional part of the township, as the case

may be] numbered
,
in the range , excepting there-

from and reserving one-third part of all gold, silver, lead, and

copper mines within the same, and the lots No. 8, 11, 26, and

29, for future sale or disposition, and the lot No. 16, for the

maintenance of public schools. To have to the said
,
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his heirs and assigns forever [or, if more than one purchaser,

to the said
,
their heirs and assigns forever, as tenants in

common].
"Xw witness tvhereof, A. B., Commissioner of the Loan

Office, in the State of
, hath, in conformity to the ordi-

nance passed by the United States, in Congress assembled, the

twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand

seven hundred and eighty-five, hereunto set his hand and

affixed his seal, this day of , in the year of our

Lord
,
and of the Independence of the United States of

America .

"And when any township, or fractional part of township,

shall be sold by lots as afore"said, the Commissioner of Loan

Office shall deliver a deed therefor in the following form :

^^The United States of America to all to wliom these presents

shall come, Greeting :

" Know ye, That, for the consideration of dollars, we

have granted and hereby do grant and confirm unto the

lot [or, lots, as the case may be] in the township [or, fractional

part of township, as the case may be] numbered , in the

range , excepting and reserving one-third part of all gold,,

silver, lead, and copper mines within the same for future sale

or disposition. To have to the said
,
his heirs and assigns

forever [or, if more than "one purchaser, to the said
,
their

heirs and assigns forever, as tenants in common].
''In witness whereof, A. B., Commissioner of the Continental

Loan Office, in the State of
, hath, in conformity to the

ordinance passed by the United States, in Congress assembled,,

the twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thous-

and seven hundred and eighty-five, hereunto set his hand and

affixed his seal, this day of
,
in the year of our Lord

,
and of the Independence of the United States of Amer-

ica

" Which deeds shall be recorded in proper books, by the

Commissioner of the Loan Office, and shall be certified to have

been recorded, previous to their being delivered to the pur-
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chaser, and shall be good and valid to convey the lands in the

same described.
" The Commissioners of the Loan Offices respectively shall

transmit to the Board of Treasury, every three months, an

account of the townships, fractional parts of townships, and

lots committed to their charge, specifying therein the names

of the persons to whom sold, and the sums of money or cer-

tificates received for the same
;
and shall cause all certificates

by them received to be struck through with a circular punch ;

and they shall be duly charged in the books of the Treasury
with the amount of the moneys or certificates, distinguishing

the same, by them received as aforesaid.

" If an}' township, or fractional part of township, or lot,

remains unsold for eighteen months after the plat shall have

been received by the Commissioners of the Loan Office, the

same shall be returned to the Board of Treasury, and shall be

sold in such manner as Congress may hereafter direct.

"And whereas, Congress, by their resolutions of the 16th

and 18th of September, in the year 1776, and the 12th of xVu-

gust, 1780, stipulated grants of land to certain officers and

soldiers of the late continental armv, and bv the resolution of

the 22d of September, 1780, stipulated grants of land to cer-

tain officers in the hospital department of the late continental

army ;
for complying therefore with such engagements :

" Be it ordained, That the Secretary at War, from the re-

turns in his office, or such other sufficient evidence as the na-

ture of the case may admit, determine who are the objects of

the above resolutions and engagements, and the quantity of

land to Avhich such persons or their representatives are re-

spectively entitled, and cause the townships or fractional

parts of townships, hereinbefore reserved for the use of the

late continental army, to be drawn for in such manner as he

shall deem expedient, to ansAver the purpose of an impartial

distribution. He shall from time to time transmit certificates

to the Commissioners of the Loan Offices of the diff'erent

States, to the lines of which the military claimants have re-

spectively belonged, specifying the name and rank of the

party, the terms of his engagement and time of his service,

and the division, brigade, regiment, or company to which he
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belonged, the quantity of land he is entitled to, and the town-

ship, or fractional part of a toAvnship, and range out of which

his proportion is to be taken.
" The Commissioners of the Loan Offices shall execute deeds,

for such undivided portions, in manner and form hereinbefore

mentioned, varying only in such a degree as to make the same

conformable to the certificate from the Secretary at War.
" Where any military claimants of bounty in lands shall

not have belonged to the line of any particular State, similar

certificates shall be sent to the Board of Treasury, who shall

execute deeds to the parties for the same.
" The Secretary at War, from the proper returns, shall

transmit to the Board of Treasury, a certificate specifying the

name and rank of the several claimants of the hospital de-

partment of the late continental army, together with the

quantity of land each claimant is entitled to, and the town-

ship, or fractional part of a township, and range, out of which

his portion is to be taken
;
aud thereupon the Board of Treas-

ury shall proceed to execute deeds to such claimants.
" The Board of Treasury and the Commissioners of the

Loan Offices, within the States, shall, within eighteen months,

return receipts to the Secretary at War for all deeds which

have been delivered, as also all the original deeds which re-

main in their hands for want of applicants having been first

recorded; which deeds so returned shall be preserved in the

office until the parties qr their representatives require the

same.

^'And he it further ordained, That three townships adjacent
to Lake Erie be reserved, to be hereafter disposed of by Con-

gress, for the use of the officers, men, and others, refugees

from Canada, and the refugees from Nova Scotia, who are or

may be entitled to grants of land under resolutions of Con-

gress now existing, or which may be hereafter made respecting

them, and for such other purposes as Congress may hereafter

direct.

^^And he it further ordained, That the towns of Gnaden-

hutten, Shoenbrun, and Salem, on the Muskingum, and so

much of the lands adjoining to the said towns, with the build-

ings and improvements thereon, shall be reserved for the sole
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use of Christian Indians, who were formerly settled there, or

the remains of that society, as may, in the judgment of the

Geographer, be sufficient for them to cultivate.

"
Savino; and reservino; always, to all officers and soldiers

entitled to lands on the north-west side of the Ohio, by dona-

tion or bounty from the Commonwealth of Virginia, and to all

persons claiming under them, all rights to which they are so

entitled under the deed of cession executed by the Delegates

for the State of Virginia, on the first day of March, 1784,

and the Act of Congress accepting the same
;
and to the end

that the said rights may be fully and effectually secured, ac-

cording to the true intent and meaning of the said deed of

cession and Act aforesaid. Be it ordained, That no part of the

land included between the rivers called Little Miami and

Scioto, on the north-west side of the river Ohio, be sold, or in

any manner alienated, until there shall have been laid off and

appropriated for the said officers and soldiers, and persons

claiming under them, the lands they are entitled to agreeably

to the said deed of cession, and Act of Congress accepting

the same.
" Done by the United States in Congress assembled, the

twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord One thousand

seven hundred and eighty-five, and of our Sovereignty and

Independence the ninth.

Charles Thomson, Richard H. Lee,

Secretary. President.
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•SerMOX PREACnED AT CaMPUS MaHTIUS, MARIETTA, NoRTH-WEST TeRRI-

ToRV, August '24, 178S—^Century Discourse, Delivered in Hamil-

ton, Mass., October 27, 1814.

Malachi, Chap. I, Verse 11 :

" From the rising of the sun even unto

the going down of the same, my name shall be great among the Gen-

tiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and

a pure offering, for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith

the Lord of hosts."

The divine attributes of wisdom and goodness are nowhere

more gloriously displayed than in the Gospel dispensation.

The singular revolutions and operations of Providence, Avhich

the Almighty has already performed, and will yet perform, for

the salvation and happiness of man, and the final extension of

true religion to every part of the earth, are subjects of delight-

ful contemplation and useful improvement.
" To make the

soul of man great and good," says a sublime writer,*
"

it is

necessary to give it large and extensive views of the immen-

sity of the works of God, of his providence and grace, and of

his inexhausted wisdom and goodness." The oracles of God

inform us of the rise and progress of religion unto the time

of their completion, and lend a clue to our meditations on the

future extent and glory of the Redeemer's kingdom.
The prophetic writers carry us far beyond the apostolic age,

or the period in which we now live, to a time when the true

God shall be universally worshiped, and sincere and pure in-

cense shall be offered to his name, in every part of the Earth.

Malachi, who was the last of the prophetic writers before the

advent of the Messiah, gives us a striking prediction of this

event. Speaking in the prophetic style and in the name of

* Dr. Burnet, in his Theory.
(439)
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the great Jehovah, he says :

" From the rising of the stin even

unto the going down of the same, my name shall be great

among the Gentiles
;
and in every place incense shall be of-

fered unto my name, and a pure offering, for my name shall

be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts."

The venerable patriarch Jacob, in blessing his son Judah,

gives an early intimation of what was afterward more fully

predicted. lie tells him the scepter shall not depart from

his family, till the immortal Shiloh shall come, who was to

erect an everlasting kingdom, and unto whom the gathering
of the people was to be. But the prophet Isaiah seems to

have had the fullest view" of the Gospel state from the birth

of the Messiah to the period of which we now speak. For

this reason he has been styled the evangelical prophet. He
delivered many interesting and sublime predictions concern-

ing the extension of the Gospel, and the final conversion of

the nations. " The earth," says he, in language peculiarly

emphatical,
" shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord,- as

the waters cover the sea." " I will also give thee
"

(speaking

of the Messiah),
" for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest

be my salvation unto the ends of the earth." Speaking, in

another place, of the spreading of religious knowledge in the

remote parts of the world, he expresses himself in the truly

eastern style :

" The wilderness and the solitary place shall be

glad for them
;
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as

the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with

joy and singing ; they shall see the glory of the Lord and the

excellency of our God." To the universal spread of the Gos-

pel must be referred those promises, made to our blessed

Lord :

" I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance and

the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession ;" all kings

shall fall down before him
;

all people, nations, and languages

shall serve him
;
and when the fullness of the Gentiles is come

in, all Israel shall be saved. Many and triumphant are the

predictions of this kind, for there is no subject upon which the

prophetic writers seem to dwell with more pleasure. All

which is confirmed Avith the utmost solemnity, by the voice of

the Angel in the Revelations, declaring
" that the kingdoms
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of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of

his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever."

Although these prophecies may, in part, have had their com-

pletion, by the vast rapidity Avith which the Gospel spread it-

self into almost every corner of the old world soon after our

Savior's ascension, yet it is impossible that they should have

their full accomplishment until it shall have spread through
this extensive Continent. We have many of the strongest ar-

guments to induce this belief. For none of the prophetic

passages put a shorter limit to the extent of the Gospel than

the ends of the earth. The prophecy in the verse of our text

is extended " from the rising of the sun unto the going down

of the same." And our Savior, the greatest of the Prophets,

tells us that "Jerusalem shairbe trodden down of the Gentiles

until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ;" for the Jews

should be led captive, and dispersed among all nations, until

the conversion of the Gentiles should be accomplished. Ac-

cordingly, the Jews, for many ages, have had no particular

place of abode as a nation, but are dispersed over all the hab-

itable world, hated and despised wherever they are permitted
to dwell

;
and yet, by a singular providence, they are not

mixed and blended with other nations so as to be lost among
them, but are preserved a distinct people. There is no in-

stance like this in any history. They seem intended for a

standing memorial and example of the power of God, and the

punishment he inflicts. To me it seems a most rational and

convincing argument, indeed, one of the plainest arguments
to prove the divine authority of the Scriptures and the ful-

fillment of the events predicted.

It has been made a question, if such be the intention and

purposes of God, why has the accomplishment of them been

so long delayed? Why is the Christian religion professed in

so small a part of the world, while paganism and Moham-
medism overspread at least three-quarters of the globe ?

Why has God permitted imposture so long to triumph over

truth ?

With regard to such inquiries, it must be confessed that the

imperfect reception of Christianity in the world is one of the

darkest mysteries of divine Providence. But, because we can
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not comprehend the designs of Providence, shall we object

against the providence itself? Or conclude that the wise

Ruler of the Universe conducts Avithout reason ? How can a

finite mind fully understand the polity of that Government

which is directed by infinite wisdom, justice, and goodness ?

"
Thy judgments are a-great deep," says the Psalmist; not to

be fathomed by the short line of human reason. Known unto

God, and to liim alone, are all his counsels from the founda-

tions of the world. Some conjectures, however, we may ven-

ture to offer, without the imputation of presumption.
The Supreme Being seems to conduct his operations, except

in extraordinary cases, by general laws
;
both in the natural

and moral world, the advances to perfection are gradual and

progressive. The Law and the Prophets, which were of old,

were but a faint and mysterious revelation of the Avill of God

to the full blaze of the Gospel, whereby his whole counsels

shone forth at last to mankind. The Lord once spoke in thun-

ders and lightnings from Mount Sinai, but now leaves the

conversion of nations to the ordinary methods of his Provi-

dence and Grace. God did not give the Christian Revelation

until Roman ambition had brought almost the whole world to

a kind of similarity of language and manners, and had opened
such an intercourse between distant nations, as made that

period one of the most favorable for spreading a new religion.

Countries were now accessible that had been before unknown ;

and universal peace added to universal subjection to one com-

mon Empire, gave the disciples of Christ, the first preachers

of the Gospel, a great advantage in traveling from clime to

clime. Add to 'this, that this great event was ushered in at

a period when the minds of men were in a degree prepared

to receive a religion founded on the highest reason and be-

nevolence, and which was calculated to improve the under-

standing, penetrate the heart, regulate the passions, and en-

gage the affections of rational creatures. A religion that was

to be propagated, not by the aid of the sword, nor by the

civil arm, not by the arts of superstitious intrigue, or the

forces of blind enthusiasm, but by reason and argument, by a

conviction of the truth in the hearts and consciences of men.

The world for a long time before had been enveloped in dark-
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ness and ignorance, but the age in which this glorious event

took place, was distinguished by wisdom, science, and literary

pursuits. The minds of men throughout the East were in ex-

pectation of some better instruction than they had ever had

in religious matters. In such an age, and when the affairs

and minds of men were in such a state, the Son of God ap-

peared and the Christian Dispensation was founded.

May we not, then, indulge the pleasant contemplation that

infinite wisdom and goodness, by a series of remarkable

events, is preparing the way for the extension of that heaven-

born, glorious, and benevolent religion, which consists in truth,

righteousness, and peace
—a religion most friendly to true free-

dom and happiness in the present world, and secures eternal

felicity in a future and more -refined state of existence. A
moment's reflection will call up to view a series of singular

providences which claim our most devout attention. Reason-

ing upon moral, as upon natural things, what a beautiful

analogy shall we find among all the operations of Divine

Providence !

The sun, the glorious luminary of the day, comes forth

from his chambers of the East, and, rejoicing to run his

course, carries light and heat and joy through the nations to

the remotest parts of the West, and returns to the place from

whence he came. In like manner divine truth, useful knowl-

edge, and improvements appear to proceed in the same direc-

tion, until the bright day of science, virtue, pure religion, and

free government, shall pervade this western hemisphere. The

inspired writers, we have already seen, delight to speak of the

propagation of Christianity, under this figure, as proceeding
from the rising to the setting sun until incense shall be off'ered

to the true God in every place. The Divine counsels, opened
to us by the events of time, give us just ground to believe

that one great end God had in view in the original dis-

covery of this American Continent, and in bafiling all the

attempts which European Princes have made to subject it to

their dominion, and in giving us the quiet possession of it as

our own land, was that a new Empire should be called into

being
—an Empire new, indeed, in point of existence, but

more essentially so, as its government is founded on princi-
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pies of equal liberty and justice. Never before was the wis-

dom of an Empire collected in one *
august assembly'', for

the purpose of deliberating, reasoning, and deciding on the best

mode of civil government. Never before had a people an op-

portunity of adopting and carrying into effect, a constitution

of government for an extensive consolidated body, which

was the result of inferences from the experience of past ages
and sober reasoning on the rights and advantages of civil so-

ciety. It may be emphatically said that a ncAv Empire has

sprung into existence, and that there is a ncAV thing under the

sun.

By the Constitution noAv established in the United States,

religious as well as civil liberty is secured. Full toleration is

granted for free inquiry, and the exercise of the rights of

conscience. No one kind of religion, or sect of religion, is

established as the national religion, nor made, by national

laws, the test of truth. Some serious Christians may pos-

sibly tremble for the Ark, and think the Christian religion in

danger when divested of the patronage of civil power. They

may fear inroads from licentiousness and infidelity, on the

one hand, and from sectaries and party divisions on the other.

But we may dismiss our fears, when we consider that truth

can never be in real hazard, where there is a sufficiency of

light and knowledge, and full liberty to vindicate it. Such is

the genius of the religion of Christ, that, wherever it is em-

braced in sincerity and simplicity, it exalts human nature,

and makes us just what we ought to be in every condition

and relation of life. It displays its excellencies by directing

the faith and practices of men in the way that leads to their

real happiness ;
it regulates the passions and animates us to

the most virtuous and noble conduct. In a word, it carries its

own reward with it—for inspiration has declared that " God-

liness is profitable unto all things, having the promise of the

life that now is, and that which is to come."

While, therefore, the minds of men are so far enlightened

and improved as to form just conceptions of things, and to

*The Convention which met in 1787 and formed the Constitution of

the United Slates.
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divest themselves of human prejudices, they Avill discover an

intrinsic excellency in sincere religion that will command re-

spect
—that Mill recommend it to every man's conscience. On

the other hand, it is a religion that will bear the strictest

scrutiny. Not that it admits of mathematical demonstration
;

this is a kind of evidence that every well informed mind must

see to be inconsistent with a religion suited to the nature and

present condition of mankind
;
but it is supported on such

evidence as admits of moral certainty. It is founded on the

fulfillment of prophecy, the working of miracles, the testi-

mony of its enemies, the protections of Providence, and its

own intrinsic excellencies above any other religion in the

world. It is in its own nature worthy of God and suited to

man. It is a comment on natural religion, and consonant to

every principle of reason. It makes discoveries of the most

interesting importance, and nowhere else to be found, for it

"brings life and immortality to light." Whence, then, can

the Christian dispensation be in danger ? Only from ig-

norance and prejudice, the two great enemies of civil and re-

ligious liberty.

But such is the present state of things in this country, that

we have just ground to hope that religion and learning, the

useful and ornamental branches of science, will meet with

encouragement, and that they will be extended to the re-

motest parts of the American Empire. Under the conduct of

a kind Providence, we see settlements forming in the Ameri-

can wilderness, deserts turning into fruitful fields, and the de-

lightful habitations of civilized and christianized men. Here we

behold a country vast in extent, mild in its climate, exuberant in

its soil, and favorable to the enjoyment of life. We this day liter-

ally see the fulfillment of the prophecy in our text gradually

advancing, incense ofi'ered to the most high God in tliis i^lace,

which was lately the dreary abode of savage barbarity. Here

may the Gospel be preached to the latest period of time
;
the

arts and sciences be planted ;
the seeds of virtue, happiness,

and glory be firmly rooted and grow up to full maturity.

The liberality of the hand of nature in this part of the

globe seems to have distinguished it from almost all others.

Where shall we find a greater assemblage of the necessaries,
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conveniences, and delights of life than this country is capable

of yielding ? Where can they be obtained with less eflfort and

toil ? But let it be considered that this alone by no means

insures solid enjoyment and rational happiness. It is the

wise and judicious improvement we make of these natural ad-

vantages that will secure happiness. Dissipation, luxury, and

vice are the almost inseparable companions of ease and plenty.

Hence, it has often been observed that the inhabitants of this

part of America can not be a happy people, because the coun-

try is so favorable to idleness and vice. But I will venture to

affirm that, on the same account, it is equally favorable to the

highest degree of human happiness attainable in this life. It

has been observed of civil governments that,
" that which is

best administered is best." Though this may not be strictly

true, yet the maxim may be applied with equal propriety in

the present case. It is certain that the greatest and best

natural advantages may be so perverted as to render us less

happy than if we were destitute of them. But permit me to

assert, as my fixed opinion, and I think it is free from any

professional prejudice, that the pure religion of the Gospel,

flowing uncorrupted from its sacred sources, rational, moral,

and divine, together Avith civil liberty and the cultivation of

the arts and sciences in their various and extensive branches,

must lay the foundation for rational and solid happiness in

any country. And as the bounties of nature and Providence

are improved to the promotion of these purposes, in the same

proportion general happiness will be diftused.

To promote the civil and social happiness of a new settle-

ment, too early attention can not be paid to the cultivation of

the principles of religion and the habits of virtue. It is the

most favorable opportunity that can possibly offer. When

habits become fixed, they are not easily eradicated, Avhether they

are good or bad. We, indeed, bring our habits of thinking and

acting in some degree with us, but a new state of things, new

objects and prospects, new connections, views, and designs,

throw them loose about us. And this is the moment for serious

attention and reflection. Let us be upon our guard against

every thing that is base, vicious, or dishonorable, and en-

deavor to cultivate all the virtues of a religious and social
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life. It is true that temptations to vices "which are ruinous to

society are not so strong at present as they probably will be

hereafter. For the same reason, we ought now to pay the

strictest attention to ourselves
;

to revere the hand of Provi-

dence that has hitherto protected us, and is now holding out

the prospect of future blessings. It becomes us, as intelligent

and dependent beings, to devote ourselves to the service and

honor of Him from whom every blessing flows.

We are now engaged in an undertaking important in its

nature, Avhich we hope will prove great and honorable in its

consequences. But we need the smiles of Heaven, and with-

out these all our hopes will prove abortive. "
Happy is that

people whose God is the Lord." It is really very instructive

to observe among the ancient heathen nations how careful

they were to perform religious rites, and to make offerings to

their gods whenever they engaged in an important enterprise;

and it would be too bold for us to determine that the zeal and

sincerity which they exercised in these religious ceremonies,

though they mistook the object, was entirely useless to them,

or that it was not approved and reAvarded by the searcher of

hearts. It seemed to be a dictate of reason, and Avhat reason

taught them it teaches us; and our superior advantages ena-

ble us to correct their mistakes,—to worship the true God,
and confide in him in such a manner as is now known to be

his will.

Religion ought never to be made a political machine, but

while it is preserved perfectly free from such a prostitution,

and is improved to the great designs of its institution, it

affords the greatest aid to civil government, and has the most

happy effect on society. Where the Gospel has its genuine
effect it inspires the soul with the most noble sentiments,

restrains every turbulent passion, and induces a propriety of

conduct in every situation in life. The sum total is compre-
hended in love to God and man. When these effects are pro-

duced, every purpose of civil government is answered, and

the SAVord of justice lies quiet in its scabbard, peace and

security to society is obtained. But such is the present state

of human nature, and such the designs of Providence, that

these desirable effects can not be obtained without religious
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instruction and improvement. Happy for this settlement that

ample provision for such instruction is granted us, without its

being burdensome to individuals. This fund it is hoped will

be early called forth to so noble a purpose. A mode for the

support of public worship so entirely separated from every

thing that may rouse selfish principles, or what has been

called rights of conscience in granting salaries to religious

instructors, it is presumed, will ever preserve us free from

that fruitful source of contentions and divisions which have

prevailed in many parts of the United States. It gives us

the prospect of greater union of sentiments, or at least of that

candor and affection which the Gospel breathes, than has

been enjoyed in this or any other country. Diff'erence of

sentiment, hoAvever, there doubtless Avill be
;

but it is the

honor and ornament of a christian, who is made acquainted

with the glorious doctrines of the Gospel, and has his mind

enlarged Avith its sublime truths, to exercise candor towards

those who may think diff'erently from him. We ought to allow

others the same righ't of private judgment which we assume

to ourselves. There has been no particular scheme of relig-

ion, but what has been attended with its difficulties. Our

present state is imperfect, and we all see through a glass

darkly, and contentions about religion which exceed the limits

of cool deliberate reasoning, very illy become a disciple of the

meek and lowly Jesus. It is far from imitating his example,

who discovered great candor and charity towards his disciples

while on earth, when their ideas of the Gospel plan were so

very obscure as to suppose his kingdom was temporal, and

that he Avas about to erect his throne on earth. There are

doubtless persons already here, Avho may be of diff'erent sen-

timents and of diff'erent denominations. As the settlement

advances they Avill enjoy the privilege to Avhich they are

clearly entitled, of forming societies of their OAvn persuasion.

But in the meantime permit me to entreat 3'ou as you regard

your OAvn interests, and the common interest of your felloAV

settlers, not to neglect the Avorship of the God of Heaven—a

duty in Avliich avo all agree. Whatever you may hear which

does not correspond AA'ith your oAvn opinions you are not ob-

liged to receive as truth
; perhaps hoAvever it may not be amiss
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to give it a candid examination, if nothing more, it may ex-

tend your acquaintance with the principles and faith of others,

and you 'will set an example that may have a most happy effect

in our present state.

An early attention to the instruction of youth is of the

greatest importance to a new settlement. It will lay the foun-

dations for a well-regulated society. It is the only way to

make subjects conform to the laws and regulations of it, from

principles of reason and custom rather than from fear of pun-
ishment. The great Lycurgus considered the education of

youth as' the most important object, when he was convinced

that good morals, rather than laws and ordinances, must regu-

late the state. His grand principle was that children be-

longed to the state rather than*to the parents. Those who are

concerned in forming new settlements, and every parent that

feels a proper regard for his children and the community of

which he is a member, will do every thing in his power for

promoting the pri-vate and public instruction of 'the children.

Institutions for this purpose we hope to see established in this

country as early as circumstances will admit, that the rising

generation may be taught to remember their Creator, and walk

in the paths of virtue and righteousness.

May we all attend to the duties enjoined upon us by our

holy religion, in our respective stations in life. We ought to

cultivate a reverence for the name and attributes of the great

God; a sincere submission to his will in whatever way it is

made known to us, and benevolence and affection toward our

fellow men.

In our present circumstances we ought to consider ourselves

as members of one family, united by the bonds of one com-

mon interest. We have the strongest reasons for the steady,
uniform practice of every moral and every social duty, as our

present happiness and prosperity most essentially depends

upon it. Then may we hope for the smiles of Heaven, the

blessing and protection of a kind Providence. Then shall we

feel the approbation of our own consciences in the sight of

God and man. Let us acknowledge God in all our ways, and

then will he direct our paths for us. When we have filled up
VOL. II.—29
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the short period of our eartlily existence with duty and use-

fulness, may we all be received to those regions of bliss in the

heavenly world, where sorrow will not be permitted to enter,

but uninterrupted happiness reign forever and ever. Amen.

CENTURY DISCOURSE DELIVERED IN HAMILTON, ON THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 27, 1814.

[The publication of the following discourse needs apology.

After service, on the preceding Sabbath, the congregation

were reminded that the next Thursday would close a century
from the establishment of the church and society, and it was

proposed to notice the day by a religious exercise in the after-

noon. A discourse was prepared, merely for the purpose of

bringing into view loeal concerns during that period, which

would be interesting only to the people to whom it was deliv-

ered, and without thought of publication. Afterwards, very

unexpectedly, an application was made, represented to be the

unanimous desire of the people, that it might be printed.

Under existing circumstances, a compliance could not be re-

fused. It is therefore devoutly inscribed to the Church and

Religious Society in Hamilton, by their sincere and affec-

tionate servant in the Gospel. The Pastor.]

Ephksians, iii: 20, 21. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding

abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Jesus Christ

throughout all ages, woild without end. Amen."f

With this ascription of glory to God the Apostle concludes

a most devout and fervent prayer for the church. This epistle

was probably written with a view to other churches besides

the one at Ephesus, to whom it was addressed. Through the

whole of it is a flow of holy affection to his Christian brethren

and ardent solicitude for the establishment and prosperit^^ of

the church. Being a prisoner at Rome, he could not go, as

formerly, to establish churches by his personal preaching and

exertions
;
but his affectionate desire for their prosperity was

not abated. Whilst suffering imprisonment in defense of the
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Gentile cliurclies, he encourages them to be steadfast in their

Christian profession, with an assurance of his constant suppli-

cations for them at the throne of grace.
" I bow my knees unto

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole fam-

ily in heaven and earth is named
;
that he would grant you,

according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with

might, by his spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell

in your hearts by faith
;
that ye, being rooted and grounded

in love, may be able to comprehend, with all saints, what is

the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know

the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be

filled with all the fullness of God."

These fervent petitions he closes with an expressive and

emphatical ascription of glory to God :

" Now unto him that is

able to do exceeding abundantly above all that Ave ask or think,

according to the power that worketh in us
;
unto him be glory

in the church, by Jesus Christ, throughout all ages, world

without end. Amen." What enlarged and exalted expecta-

tions may this ascription of adoration and glory to God excite

in our minds ! What inducement to render praise and glory
to him for what he has done for the church ! and what encour-

agement to supplicate his blessing in future time ! For he is

able to do, not only all that he had been asked, but above all

—exceedingly abundantly above all that could be asked, were

we to enlarge our desires and multiply our petitions to the ut-

most. To this God of power and grace unspeakable, the-

Apostle most earnestly desired that glory, adoration and

praise should be continually rendered in the church, by Jesus-

Christ, throughout all the ages of time, even to the end of the-

world
;
and closes this rapturous act of devotion by affixing,

his solemn Amen.

If we attend to the history of the Christian church, we shall

find it replete with signal instances of divine power and good-

ness, for its protection and preservation. It is founded on a

rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. In

every age, under the government of Him who never ceases to

watch over its interests, events are taking place which well

deserve religious notice
;

and merciful interpositions to be

recognized, which claim the highest ascriptions of praise and
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glory to God. There are particular periods of time -fthen it

may be highly proper to take a retrospective view, and trace

back the footsteps of Providence in years past. It may not

only gratif}^ an inquisitive and contemplative mind, but excite

thankful acknowledgments of distinguished blessings, and

lead to serious reflection and useful improvement.

Such, it appears to me, is the present time with regard to

the Church and Religious Society in this town. It is, this

day, an hundred years since this church was embodied, and a

minister ordained to be the pastor.

That we may suitably notice and improve this period of

time, it is my intention to make a few general observations

with respect to the state of the Christian church within a cen-

tury past; and then to call your attention, particularly, to a

retrospective view of passing events and the state of this

church and society, during the hundred years that terminate

on this day. Within a century past the church of Christ has

not been assailed by open and bloody persecutions, as it had

been in preceding ages. It has had, however, to contend with

most^inveterate enemies—enemies who, by secret artifices, by
subtle machinations, and unwearied labors, have attempted to

suppress the Christian religion, and banish from the world the

Christian name. In no age of the church, since the promul-

gation of the Gospel, has infidelity made such secret progress,

and, at length, raised its brazen front with so much boldness

and expectation of success. The abettors of atheism, deism

and infidelity had made such progress, that they reduced their

schemes to system, and gained an alarming influence over the

minds of men, especially in the higher ranks of life. Secret

infidel societies, holding correspondence with each other, Avere

formed
;
and to poison the minds, and induce people of all

grades and conditions to reject the Bible, immense numbers

of infidel books, pamphlets, small tracts, and even ballads and

songs, were printed. These were industriously spread among
all classes of people in many parts of Christendom. From

among these infidels Avere the principal actors in the late

French revolution—a scene highly favorable for propagating
their principles.

The standard of infidelity, undisguised, was now triumph-
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antl}^ erected. The Convention decreed that there Avas no God,
and dechired the nation to be a nation of infidels. They held

that there was no future state of existence—no account to be

rendered after this life—and death was only an eternal sleep.

All forms of religion were suppressed, and houses of public

worship shut up, or appropriated to other uses. The church

of St. Genevieve was changed into a pagan temjyle. In this

temple, with supercilious parade, they performed their heathen

orgies. A common prostitute, personating the Goddess of

Reason^ received the worship of both the Convention and the

infatuated multitude. So inveterate was the enmity against

the very name of Jesus Christ, that he was styled the wretch
;

and these are said to have been watchwords: Crush thetvretch!

Banish his name froyn the face of the earth! Strike, hut con-

ceal your hand.

In the most gloomy seasons the church has often experi-

enced the most signal interpositions. The great Head of the

Church has been pleased to look doAvn upon the languishing
vine which his own right hand had jylanted, and to save it from

the ravages of inveterate foes. While the faith of many was

shaken, and believers were trembling for the ark, the friends

of Zion were awakened to a fervent zeal in vindicatino; the

religion of Jesus. An u*nusual spirit of inquiry into the di-

vine authority and inspiration of the scriptures was excited.

Of that large class of people avIio take the Bible on trust,

without attending either to the external or internal evidences

of its authenticity, great numbers became bewildered by the

books and company of infidels; but, by candid, unprejudiced

examination, found tlieir doubts removed and faith established.

Still, whatever may have been the happy effect of their re-

searches (which has been believed by some to have been very

great and extensive) the eflficient means of counteracting in-

fidel philosophy has been the extensive spread of the holy

scriptures. The Bible carries its own evidence with it. Infi-

delity has been met, not merely Avith clear reasoning and

strength of argument, which sophistry can always evade, but

Avith the formidable weapon of the Bible itself—the Bible

ivithout note or comment. One of the most distinguishing in-

terpositions of Providence in fa\or of the church, Avhich, per-
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haps the world has ever witnessed, has been the establishment

of Bible Societies. These invaluable benevolent institutions,

designed for the purpose of distributing the scriptures, gratis,

among the poo;* and destitute every- where, have been encour-

aged and supported with a zeal which excites astonishment.

Emperors, kings and princes have become their patrons ;

Christians of all denominations, people of all grades and con-

ditions in life, have cheerfully contributed to this noble pur-

pose. As infidels had formed societies, collected funds,

printed and distributed books, they have been met in the same

way, by the establishment of societies, and collecting immense

sums for printing the scriptures in different languages, for the

accommodation of Christian and Heathen nations. The parent
of these institutions, the British and Foreign Bible Society,

embraces in its extensive plan every nation upon earth. Al-

ready, by its influence and operations, thousands and hun-

dreds of thousands have had the Bible put into their hands.

It has astonished, rejoiced and animated the Christian world.

While Bible Societies, on a more limited scale, have been mul-

tiplying in Europe, the flame has caught in our own country.

One, or more, has been established with the same benevolent

views, in every State in the Union. These societies inter-

meddle with no wars but the Christian warfare—contend with

no enemies but the enemies of Christ and his church. Amidst

the angry conflicts of contending nations, their exertions and

their charities are extended, without partiality, to all the hu-

man family. Let the potsherds strive with the -potsherds of the

earth, but let the friends of Zion, in faith and hope, look for-

ward, by the light of prophetic scripture, to the approaching

reign of the Prince of Peace. Though the earth be removed,

and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the

sea, there is a river the streams whereof shall make glad the

city of God. The word of the Lord shall have free course,

and shall be glorified.

The happy effects of these exertions must extend to future

ages. That the Christian religion will be universally known,
and its blessings felt in every part of the habitable world, we

believe from the Bible
;
but the way and means by which it is

to be accomplished, is beyond our comprehension. Yet the
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pleasing hope presses into our minds that this glorious day

begins to dawn—that the day when all nations shall enjoy the

holy scriptures in their own language
—and of the ingather-

ing of the Jews, with the fullness of the Gentile world, is

drawing near.

While infidelity Avas so rapidly spreading in Europe, its

baneful influence was sensibly felt in our own country. In

some parts of the United States its champions were bold and

open. A small number of infidel societies were established.

Its spread was much apprehended by many pious people, and

their fears greatly excited. Yet, without any very apparent

means, it pleased God to check its progress. Infidels there

still are, and infidels there will be, in the ordinary age of the

church
;
but while we have it to lament that so much irrelig-

ion and so many vices have prevailed during the past century,

Ave have likewise cause for gratitude and thankfulness to God

that there has been generally in our churches a respectful and

serious attention to religion. In many places there have been

hopeful revivals and reformations, and in some large ingather-

ings into the church of Christ. In all our churches there have

been some of the wandering sheep of Christ's flock, one after

another, gathered into his fold.

Within a century from this time new churches have been

greatly multiplied in the United States. Since the establish-

ment of this church there have been about six hundred new

churches formed within this Commonwealth, and some of them

consist of a very large number of communicants. But I will

detain you no longer with general remarks. The principal

purpose of our present meeting was to take a concise review

of the most material concerns of this religious society, from

its establishment to the present time.

So remarkably uniform have been the state and general

concerns of this church and society,, as far as has come to my
knoAvledge, that there have been few very interesting occur-

rences for an hundred years. Yet there has been much, in

the course of Providence, that may be brought into view, well

w^orthy our attention and religious improvement. The tOAvn

of IpsAvich, on the 22d of May, 1712, voted their consent that

" When their brethren in the Hamlet, so called, should have
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erected a meeting-house and call an orthodox minister to

preach the gospel to them, they should be freed from further

charge in the maintenance of their ministers, and be account-

ed a precinct."

On the 14th of October, 1713, an act of incorporation from

the General Court Avas obtained, allowing them to be a distinct

and separate precinct. In the course of this year the first

meetinw-house was built ;
the dimensions of which were 50

feet in length, 28 in breadth, and 20 feet post. "What the

number of inhabitants were at this time can not be accurately

ascertained, but most probably between seven and eight hun-

dred.

In January, 1714, Mr. Samuel Wigglesworth was invited to

preach as a candidate, and on the 12th of October following,

a church covenant Avas agreed to and privately signed. At

the same time Mr. Wigglesworth was elected their pastor. On

the 27th of the same month an ecclesiastical council was con-

vened, consisting of the Rev. Elders and delegates of the first

and second churches in Ipswich, and of the churches in Wen-

ham, Rowley and Topsfield. The church having been regu-

larly embodied by the council, it was styled the third church

of Christ in Ipswich. After reading the church covenant

publicly to the assembly, the council proceeded to ordain their

pastor-elect. The greater part ot this newly gathered church

were members dismissed and recommended from the first and

second churches in Ipswich and the church in Wenham.

When formed the number was 58, of whom 26 were males and

32 females.

Their pastor, the Rev. Samuel Wigglesworth, was possessed

of very respectable talents—in his sentiments calvinistical—
in the strain of his preaching, evangelical, instructive and

practical. Solemn and unaffected in his manner, he com-

manded attention and supported the character of an able and

sound divine. Amiable and exemplary, respected and be-

loved, he filled up a long, peaceable and useful ministry. He

departed this life on the 3d of September, 1768, in the 80th

year of his age, having almost completed the 54th year of his

ministry. His public and parochial labors were continued

nearly to the close of his life.
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Under liis ministration many made public profession of their

relio'ion and received admission into the church. Consider-

able numbers of communicants were added at different times.

Very remarkable awakenings and hopeful conversions suc-

ceeded the great earthquake in 1727. This memorable earth-

quake occurred on October 29th (being the Sabbath) a little

before 11 in the evening.* Several small shocks were felt for

some months after. The next Wednesday was observed as a

day of humiliation and prayer ;
and a solemn, well adapted

sermon was preached by Mr. Wigglesworth, and, at the request

of the people, was published. In his dedication, dated Janu-

ary 29, he observes that " the awful occasion of this discourse

is not yet entirely removed.'' And he adds,
" Since the earth-

quake there has been a large addition to the church, which I

question not but many of them shall be saved. The spirit of

reformation seems to be poured out, in plentiful measure,

upon all sorts of persons among us
;
and especially a consid-

erable number of our young persons seem disposed to flee from

youthful lusts and vanities, and to flee to Christ and his ordi-

nances as a cloud, and as doves to their windows." On my
first coming to this town I recollect to have heard aged people

relate, from their own knowledge, many interesting particulars

respecting this reformation. They mentioned the solemn and

*It is said to have happened about foriy minutes after 10 v. m.,

the air clear, sky serene and perfectly calm. It ajipronched with a

a heavy rumbling—at first comi)ared to ihe roar ol a bhiziiig chimney,
at Last to the rattling of carriages driven fiercely on pavements. It

was observed, by those that "ere abroad, that as the shock passed un-

der them, the surface of the earth sensibly rose up and then sunk

down. The violence of the shock was such as to cause the houses to

shake and rock, as if they were falling to jjieces; doors, windows and

movables made a fearful clattering; the pewter and china were thrown

from the shelves; stone walls and the tops of some chimneys were

shaken down; in some places the doors were unlatched and burst

open, and the peo))]e in great danger of falling. Its dui'ation was sup-

posed to be about two minutes, and its course from N. "W to S. E. It

was known to extend to the river Delawaie 8. W. and to the Kenne-

beck N. E., but its greatest violence seems to have been at Newbury,
where the earih opened and threw up several loads of a fine sand and
ashes. Great changes took place in some wells, springs and streams

of water.— Vide Memoirs Amer. Acad.
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deep impressien made generally upon the minds of the people,

especially on the youth and those in early life—a surprising

engagedness in all to attend public worship and occasional

religious meetings. Considering the large additions to the

church in a short time after, we can not doubt that God was

pleased to accompany this awakening and alarming providence
with special influences of his spirit and grace. By the church

records it appears that from the last of November to about

the middle of February there were admissions on every Sab-

bath except on one day. On some Sabbaths the number was

exceedingly large for so small a society. On December 10th

seven were admitted, on the 24th seventeen, on the next Sab-

bath eleven; on the following Sabbath there was onh^ one;
but on the two next there were four each day; on the next

there were eight, and on the next (4th February) there were

fifteen. In four months there were eighty-seven, and in some-

what more than a year, one hundred, added to the church.

It is to be much regretted, that my worthy predecessor kept
no record (or none to be found) after the year 1742, or be-

ginning of 1743. To serious, reflecting people, it will be de-

sirable to know the number of communicants, baptisms, and

deaths for an hundred years, but it cannot be accurately ascer-

tained. Were the number of inhabitants, at the time of the

incorporation, known, a tolerable calculation could be made by

taking average numbers. It has been supposed that the num-

ber of people has been nearly stationary. Being mostly

farmers, the emigration (consisting principall}^ of young peo-

ple) and the deaths have equaled the number of births. This

appears probable, as the number of inhabitants by the last

census (1810) Avas only 780, and as the number of baptisms
seems to have varied very little for sixty or seventy years.

From the time the church was formed to the year 1742

(28 years) there were 326 members admitted, and 631 bap-
tisms. Taking the average number for the following 26 years,

there were, during the 54 years of my predecessor's ministry,
560 admitted to communion, and 1,203 baptisms. No record

of deaths was found in the church book
; but, taking the

average of deaths for the 43 years of my ministry for data,

being nearly 12 annually, the number of deaths in 54 years
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would be 648. In the interval between Mr. Wigglesworth's
death and my ordination (three years) there were two com-

municants admitted, 75 baptized, and it is presumed 36 deaths.

In the last 43 years there have been 122 admitted into the

church, 988 baptisms, and 512 deaths. Agreeably to this

computation, which can only give a probable idea of the num-

bers for the 54 years, there have been, by adding the number

which jfirst composed the church, 736 communicants, 2,266

baptisms, and 1,196 deaths in the hundred years.

Since the forming of the church, there have been seven

officiating deacons. Of the first two elected, one lived to a

great age, the other only a few years, but his successor died

in old age. The next two in >succession lived to an advanced

period of life. They were succeeded by the two deacons who

still survive.*

Agreeably to the preceding computations, one-third more

people, in this period of time, have gone down to the silent

grave than are now living. Your grand-parents, your fathers,

your mothers, your brothers, sisters, friends, and neighbors,'

where are they ? Do they live forever ? No
; they are gone

the way from which they will not return. What an assembly
are now sleeping in yonder grave-yard ! In a less period of

time, every one of us—let it be remembered— every one of

us must be added to this assembly.
Attention to these enumerations will convince us that there

was more of a sense of religion among the people in the former

than in the latter part of this centurj^. Greater additions were

made in the church from year to year. In looking over these

records, I was surprised at the frequent instances of men and

* The first two deacons were Deacon Matthew Whipple and Deacon
John Gilbert, chosen Nov. 9, 1714. Deacon Matthew Whi[iple officiated

5U years, and was succeeded by Deacon Nathaniel Whipple, who offi-

ciated 45 years, and deceased at the age of 89. Ilis successor is the

present Deacon Benjamin Appleton, who has Vjeen in office foui- years.

Deacon Gilbert lived only nine years, and was succeeded by Deacon

John Thorn, who continued in office 35 years. His successor was

Deacon John Patch, who sustained the office 31 years, ami died at 90

years of age. He was succeeded by the present Deacon Matthew Whip-

ple, who has been in ottice 20 years.
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their wives joining the church at the same time. Many young
people were admitted, but it seems to have been rare that one

of the he;ids of a family came forward and made a profession
of religion Avithout the other. It has not been so in latter

times. Few instances have occurred for a number of years

past. Was it not that the importance of gospel ordinances

were more sensibly felt
;
that heads of families were more

deeply convinced that they could not live religious lives with-

out a profession of religion
—a more impressive conviction of

the duty of uniting in a public dedication of themselves to

God in covenant, and setting before their children so desirable

an example? Was it not that there was more family relig-

ion—familj^praj'er
—

family instruction ? And was there not

more of union and joint resolution, that, as for them and their

houses, they would serve the Lord ?

During the time my predecessor kept a record, there

Avere large numbers who recognized the baptismal covenant,

and gave up their children to God in baptism. In the first ten

years of his ministry, the number of baptisms were from

twenty to thirty annually ;
and continued with little variation

to the year 1742
;
so that there could not have been many

children that were not baptized. In the first ten years of my
ministi-y, the annual baptisms were from twenty-four to thirty-

five
;
and so continued, though with more variation in differ-

ent years, until a few years past. It was considered by

pious people thirty years ago to be exceedingly wrong for

parents to withhold their children from this ordinance
;
and

often they expressly enjoined it on their children, on their en-

tering into the family state, not to neglect this duty. But,

alas ! my friends, how is it now ? How greatly has this ordi-

nance been disregarded for some years past ! In the two last

years, the number was only five in each year. Hoav great the

number of unbaptized persons now, compared Avith former

years !

Is this to be imputed to our great declination in religion ?

Is our moral state so much worse ^than in years past ? Are

the people become so much more indifferent to gospel ordinances ?

It is not, I am persuaded, because the right of infant baptism

is doubted
;
but from the want of a proper understanding, and



Life of Rev. 3Ia7iasseh Culler. 461

just sense of this duty. If infants are the proper subjects, and

may be brought Avithin tlic privileges of the covenant, then it

is the indispensable duty of parents, intelligently and up-

rightly., to devote them to God in baptism. Our Savior ex-

pressly required that children should be suffered to be brought
to him. "Suffer little children to come to me, and forbid them

not; for of such is the kingdom of God." He was much dis-

pleased with his disciples for rebuking those that brought
them. Christian baptism was not then instituted

; yet the

7'ight and the duty of devoting children to God, after it Avas in-

stituted, may be clearly inferred from these words of our Lord,

and he miirht have intended a reference to it. Those who then

brought them to Christ must have done it with desire and ex-

pectation of spiritual blessings. And is he not able to do as

much for them now as he was then ? Were he now on earth,

where are the parents thatAVOuld refuse to carry tht-ir children

to him ? And why not carry them to him now he is in heaven,

by a solemn dedication in the ordinance of baptism ?

You believe children are the subjects of salvation, and you
would tremble at the thought of excluding them from it

;
and

can you exclude them from the rigid of baptism? When they
are sick, do you not pray, and desire the prayers of others,

for them, that they may recover; or, if removed by death,

that their souls may be saved ? And yet, can you refuse to

give them up to God in this ordinance ? If you doubt your
own right to give them up in this solemn manner, how can

you think of living in such a state of impiety and irreligion ?

Can you refuse your consent to the terms of the gospel cov-

enant? Have you no regard to the due regulation of your
families? Family education and order are important means

of grace, and, if suitably maintained, other means will be more

likely to be successful. Can you then feel unwilling to lay

yourselves under (voluntary) obligations to give your children

a religious education, and to bring them up in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord ?

Not lonsi; before the decease of the Rev. Mr. Wi";a;lesworth

(in August, 1768), the present Dr. Hopkins, of Salem, was

invited to settle as his colleague, but declined the invitation.

After his decease, the church continued destitute for three
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years. The candidates employed appear not to have heen

many. On the 6th of March, 1769, Mr. David Johnson was

invited to settle, who gave a negative answer. On the 8th of

January, 1770, Mr. Benjamin Brigham received a call, but did

not accept it. On the 16th of October following, Mr. Jona-

than Searle was invited to settle, who likewise declined the

offer. The last was your present unAvorthy pastor, who re-

ceived ordination on the 11th day of September, 1771, and

whom God has been pleased to continue in the ministerial

office 43 years.

At that time, the communicants of the church were 68, of

whom 27 were males and 47 females. Of these communicants

only two, a male member and his wife, are now living. Addi-

tions in following years were gradual, and less frequent than

in the earlier periods of the church. In some years there

were a considerable number, and in some there were none.

But, in the latter part of 1799 and beginning of 1800, we

Avere favored, as we trust, with manifestations of the pow-
erful influences of the Holy Spirit, in calling up the attention

of very considerable numbers. Many were awakened to in-

quire, with solicitude, what they should do to be saved, and

numbers to make a public profession of their faith and hope.

It seemed to be a time of refreshing from the presence of the

Lord. The greater part were young people, but some in the

middle and in advanced periods of life. Admissions into the

chureh were, on several days, in considerable numbers. Be-

fore the communion service (24th of November), 15 were ad-

mitted ;
at the next communion, there were 3

;
the next, 9

;

and the next, there, were 6; at others, there were smaller

numbers. But, at four communions in succession, 33 were

added to the church. Since about that time, we have relapsed

into the former state of coldness and indifference. The ways
of Zion have mourned because so few travel therein. At the

present time, the church consists of 73 members, of whom 28

are males and 45 females. Of the females, several have re-

moved into other towns, whose relation to the church has not

been transferred.

The house, which at first was erected for public worship,

having become inconvenient and much decayed, in the year
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1762 this commodious house, in which we this day present

ourselves before the Lord, was built on nearly the same spot.

It is constructed on somewhat larger dimensions, being 60

feet in length, 44 in width, and 26 feet stud
;
and has been

admired for its just proportions and pleasing appearance.

Having been lately well repaired, it affords a hopeful prospect

of remaining a convenient temple for the Avorship of the Most

High for many years. Thus God, in his goodness, has been

pleased to continue to us the visible tokens of his presence for

an hundred years. May he mercifully grant, that in this

house hi^ spiritual presence may delight to dwell.

For the greater convenience and advantage in managing
their municipal concerns, the people made application to the

Legislature, and on the 20lh of June, 1793, obtained an act of

incorporation, forming them into a town by the name of Ham-
ilton. This separation from the ancient and highly respecta-

ble town of IpsAvich was a transaction in which the inhabitants

of both felt themselves deeply interested. In accomplishing
this desirable object, every proceeding of the people Avas con-

ducted Avith entire unanimity. Altho' the pecuniary condition

appeared to be large, it was promptly and cheerfully paid.

And let it also be noticed, Avith peculiar satisfaction, that

the unpleasant feelings excited in the minds of any of our

brethren in Ipswich appear to have very happily subsided.

In taking this revicAV of the century which closes Avith this

day, it has been my intention to confine myself principally to

the ecclesiastical concerns of this church and religious society.

On this cursory retrospection of passing events, many reflec-

tions rush upon the mind, which time Avill not permit me to

notice. I must, however, -beg your patience while some of

them are suggested.

The preservation of this church and society in uninter-

rupted peace and harmony for an hundred years claims our

sincere praise and thanksgiving to God. May our hearts,

Avarmed Avith gratitude and love, unitedly oifer up ascriptions

of glory to Him whose watchful care and tender mercy have

been extended to this church and people during this period

of time.

While many religious societies have been rent by divisions
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among tliemselves, and divided and separated by intermed-

dling sectaries of various descriptions and denominations,

this society has been happily preserved from any disturbances

of this kind. Under the ministration of my Avorthy predeces-

sor, the people discovered no disposition to contend on the

ground of religious speculations and opinions. His uniform

strain of instructive, evangelical and useful preaching united

them in sentiment, and guarded them against an itching fond-

ness for novelties. Steady habits were then established, and

have happily been transmitted down to the present time.

In the management of civil and municipal concerns great

unanimity has very uniformly prevailed. In few, perhaps in

no society, has there been less of suits at law, unnecessary

litigations, or bitter party contentions. "While human nature

remains as it is there will be occasional difference of opin-

ions and temporary disagreements ;
but neighborly kindness,

candor and friendship have undoubtedly been strong traits in

the character of this society from the besinniniTf.

In confirmation of the prevailing candid and peaceable dis-

position of the people, I must mention an event which,rarely

happens. Two ministers have supplied the pulpit for an hun-

dred years, except a short interval between the death of one

and the invitation of the other. That their lives should be

continued so long is to be wholly ascribed to the sustaining

power and mercy of God. But separations too often occur

from other causes besides a removal by death. In few socie-

ties, I believe, have two ministers lived, and in succession con-

tinued their ministerial labors, for a century. It cert-ainly

reflects credit on the friendly disposition of the society. For

myself I cheerfully embrace this, occasion to tender to this

Church and Society my sincere thanks for the candor and for-

bearance you have exercised towards me; and for the many
instances and tokens of affection I have received during my
ministry.

Since our union in this sacred relation Ave have seen trou-

blesome times. We have been subjected to many privations

and difficulties. I have found myself, at times, in perplexed
and trying circumstances. But in no situation has your

friendly attention been AvithdraAvn. Marks of kindness and
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respect, by tlie donations of a number of individuals, have

relieved present wants and claim my grateful acknowledg-
ments.

In frequent reviews of my ministerial labors I find deficien-

cies enough to humble me to the dust. I have to lament that

no more success has attended my feeble exertions. Sure I

am that your best, your eternal interests have lain with weight

upon my mind. My conscience bears me witness that it has

been my earnest prayer, and all my desire, to bring to your
view and impress upon your hearts the most essential truths

and doctrines of the gospel salvation : to preach to you a

Crucified Savior, to persuade you to rest on that sure founda-

tion which God has laid in Zion, to exercise that faith by
wdiich the just do live, and to follow after that holiness of

heart and life without which no man shall see the Lord.

Whatever success may have attended these humble endeavors

to promote the glory of God, to advance the interests of the

Redeemer's kingdom, and your own best good, let it all be

ascribed to the riches of free grace and mercy.
The time is at hand when your kindness to me and my la-

bors with you must cease forever. My period of life having
arrived to three score years and ten, is enough to teach me
that my days upon earth must very shortly be numbered.

But I have another monitor placed hourly before me—the dis-

tressing disorder with Avhich I have been long exercised,* and

which I find increasing upon me, admonishes me that a few

hours may close the scene. Many times I have had reason to

apprehend only a few breaths more remained. Often under

the pressure of this complaint, I have been sustained in the

services of the sanctuary to my own astonishment. I think I

can say, it is good for me that I have been afflicted. Called

so constantly to familiarize my mind with the near views of

eternity, it has had a tendency, I trust, to strengthen a faith

and hope which removes the fear of the last enemy.
Thus far it has pleased God to lengthen out the span, but

nature must fail—the time is near. Although life may be

* The asthma for fourteen j'ears.
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protracted a little longer, I feel that on this occasion I am

taking a parting leave of you, my respected and beloved peo-

ple ;
that I may with propriety on this day bid you a long,

a most endearing and affectionate Fareivell. The tongue that

now speaks shortly will cease to move
;
the heart that now

throbs with affectionate concern for vour eternal well-being,

will be cold in death, and this worthless body you will deposit
in the dust.

I commend you to God and the word of his grace, unto hira

who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all you can ask

or think. When you find yourself destitute of a minister,

may the Great Shepherd take you under his gracious protec-

tion, and provide for you an able and faithful pastor, who shall

feed you with the bread of life, and give to every soul his por-

tion in due season. In all your concerns, seek light and di-

rection from above—cultivate the true spirit of the gospel
—

and may the God of peace be with you and bless you.

May this church see far more glorious days in the century
now begun than in that which is just closed

; may great addi-

tions be made of those that shall be saved—and mav it- be fa-

vored with the presence of Him who will be glorified -in the

church throughout all ages, world without end.

I had wished to have been more particular in this part of

my address, but the time, so long protracted, forbids. I will

only add that, though we must part, we shall meet again ;
meet

on that great day of the Lord, when I must render an account

how I preached, and you must give account how you have

heard—Avhen the righteous Judge will pass sentence, and award

our destiny in the ages of eternity. Solemn meeting ! Aw-
ful day! 0, that we may then meet with joy, and be ]3er-

mitted to inherit the kingdom prepared from the foundations

of the world, and to unite with the redeemed in all ages of the

church, in ascriptions of blessings, and honor, and glory, and

power, unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the

Lamb forever and ever—Amen !

THE END.
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]2mo. 1 UO

Drake (D.) Pioneer Life in Kentucky.
Edited, with Notes and a Biographical
Sketch by his Son, Hon. Chas. D. Drake.
8vo. $3.00. Large paper. 6 00

DuBreuil (A.) Vineyard Culture Im-
nroved and Cheapened. Edited bv Dr.
J. A. Warder. 12mo. '2 00

Durrett (Reuben T.) John Filson, the
First Historian of Kentucky, an account
of His Life and Writings, prepared from

original sources. 4to. Paper. 2 50

Ellard (Virginia G.) Grandma's Christ-
mas Day. illustrated. Sq. 12mo. 1 00

Everts (Orpheus, M.D.) What Shall W^e
Do With the Drunkard? A Rational
View of the Use of Brain Stimulants.
8vo. Paper. 50

Family Expense Book. A Printed Ac-
count Book, with Appropriate Columns
and Headings for Keeping a Complete
Record of Family Expenses. 12mo. 50

Finley (I. J.) and Putnam (R.) Pionee
Record and Reminiscences of the Early
Settlers and Settlement ot Ross County
Ohio. 8vo. 2 50

Fletcher (Wm. B., M.D.) Cholera: Its

Characteristics, History, Treatment, etc.

8vo. Paper. 1 00

Force (M. F.) Some Observations on the

Letters of Amerigo Vespucci. 12mo.

Paper. 25

Force (M. F.) Some Early Notices of the
Indians of Ohio. To What Race did the

Mound Builders Belong? Svo. Pa-

per. 50

Freeman (Ellen). Manual of the French

Verb, to accompany every French
Course. 16mo. Paper. 25

Gallagher ("Wm. D.) Miami Woods, A
Golden Weddinij, and other Poems.
12mo.

^
2 00

Garman (Samuel). On the Reptiles and
Batrachians of North America. Part I.

Ophidia. With 9 full page plates. 4to.

Paper. 4 00

Grimke (F.) Considerations on the Na-

ture and Tendency of Free Institutions.

Svo. 2 50

Griswold (W.) Kansas: Her Resources

and Developments; or. The Kansas
Pilot. 8vo. Paper. 50

Hall (James). Legends of the West.

Sketches Illustrative of the Habits, Oc-

cupations, Privations, Adventures, and



PUBLICATIONS OF ROBERT CLARKE & CO.

Sports of the Pioneers of the West.
12mo. 2 00

Hall (James). Romance of Western His-

tory; or, Sketches of History, Life, and
Manners in the West. i2mo. 2 00

Hanover (M. D.) A Practical Treatise on
tlie Law of Horses, embracing the Law
of Bargain, Sale, and Warranty of Horses
and other Live Stock; the Rule as to

Unsoundness and Vice, and the Responsi-
bility of the 'Proprietors of Livery, Auc-

tion, and Sale Stables, Innkeepers,
Veterinary Surgeons and Farriers, Car-

riers, etc. 8vo. 4 00

Hart (Prof. J. M.) A Syllabus of Anglo-
Saxon Literature. 8vo. Paper. 50

Hassaurek (F.) The Secret of the Andes.
A Romance. ]2mo. 1 50

The S.\me in German. 8vo. Paper, 50c.;

cloth, 1 00

Hassaurek (F.) Four Years among Span-
ish Americans Third edition. ]2mo.

1 50

Hatch (Col. W. S.) A Chapter in the His-

tory of the War of 1812, in the North-

west, embracing the Surrender of the
Northwestern Army and Fort, at Detroit,

August 16, 1813, etc. 18mo. 125

Hayes (Rutherford B.) The Life, Public

Services, and Select Speeches of. Ed-
ited by J. Q. Howard. ]2mo. Paper, 75c.;

cloth 1 25

Hazen (Gen. W. B.) Our P>arren Lands.
The Interior of the United States, West
of the One Hundredth Meridian, and
East of tlie Sierra Nevada. 8vo. Paper.

50

Henshall (Dr. James A) Book of the
Black Bass: Comprising its complete Sci-

entific and Life History, together with a

Practical Treatise on Angling and Fly-

fishing, and a full description of Tools,

Tackle, and Implements. Illustrated.

12mo. 3 00

Henshall (Dr. James A.) Camping and

Cruising in Florida. An Account of Two
Winters passed in Cruising round the

Coast of Florida, as Viewed from the

Standpoint of an Angler, a Sportsman, a
Yachtsman, a Naturalist, and a Physician.
Illustrated.' 12mo. 1 50

Hayward (S. Frances). Elocution for

Busy People. 18nio. Paper. 50

Horton (S. Dana). Silver and Gold, and
their Relation to the Problem of Resump-
tion. 8vo. 1 50

Horton (S. Dana). The Monetary Situa-

tion. 8vo. Paper. 50

^Orton (S. Dana). Silver an Issue of In-

ternational Politics. 8vo. Paper. 50

Hough (Franklin B.) Elements of For-

estry. Designed {o afford Information

concerning tlie Planting and Care of
Forest Trees for Ornament and Profit;
and giving Suggestions upon the Creation
and Care of Woodlands, with the View
of securing the greatest Benefit for the

longest Time. Particularly adapted to

the Wants and Conditions of the United
States. Illustrated. I2mo. 2 00

Hough (Franklin B., Editor). The Ameri-
can Journal of Forestry. Devoted to the
Interest of Forest Tree Planting, the
Formation and Care of Woodlands and
Ornamental Plantations generally, and
to the Various Economics therein con-
cerned. Oct., 1882-Sept., 1883. 8vo.

Cloth. 3 00

Housekeeping in the Blue Grass. A New
and Practical Cook Book. By Ladies
of the Presbyterian Church, Paris, Ky.
12mo. 17th thousand. 1 50

Hovey (Horace C.) Celebrated American
Caverns, especially Mammoth, Wyandot,
and Luray; together with Historical,

Scientific, and Descriptive Notices of

Caves and Grottoes in other Lands.

Maps and illustrations. 8vo. 2 00

Hovey (Horace C). Illustrated Guide to

Mammoth Cave. 8vo. Paper. 25

Howe (H.) Historical Collections of Ohio.

Containing a Collection of the most In-

teresting Facts, Traditions, Biographical
Sketches, Anecdotes, etc., relating to its

Local and General History. 8vo. 6 00

Hubbard (Clara B.) Merry Songs and
Games for the Use of the Kindergarten.
4to. 2 00

Hunt (W. E.) Historical Collections of
Coshocton County, Ohio. 8vo. 3 00

Huston (R. G.) Journey in Honduras, and
Jottings by the Way. Interoceanic Rail-

way. 8vo, Paper. 50

Irwin ("Will. T.) How to Play Progressive
Euchre. Pocket size. 25

Jackson (JohnD., M.D.) The Black Arts
in Medicine, with an Anniversary Ad-
dress. Edited by Dr. L. S. McMurtv-
12mo. 1 00

Jasper (T.) The Birds of North America.
Colored Plates, drawn from Nature, with

Descriptive and Scientific Letterpress.
In 40 parts, $1.00 each

; or, 2 vols., royal
4to., half morocco, $50.00; full morocco,

60 00

The S.\.me. Popular portion only, with
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the colored plates. 1 vol. Full mo-
rocco. 40 00

Jordan (D. M.) Rosemary Leaves. A
Collection of Poems. 18mo. 1 50

Keller (M. J.) Elementary Perspective,

Explained and Applied to Familiar Ob-

jects. Illustrated. 12mo. 1 00

Kentucky Geological Survey Publica-
tions. See pages 11 and 12.

King (John). A Commentary on the Law
and True Construction of the Federal

Constitution. 8vo. 2 50

Klippart (J. H.) The Principles and
Practice of Land Drainage; a Brief His-

tory of Underdraining; a Detailed Exam-
ination of its Operation and Advantages;
a Description of the Various Kinds of

Drains, with Practical Directions for

their Construction; the Manufacture of

Drain Tile, etc. One hundred engrav-

ings. 12mo. Second edition. 1 75

Law (J.) Colonial History of Vincennes,
Indiana, under the French, British, and
American Governments. 12mo. 1 00

Lloyd (J. U.) The Chemistry of Medi-

cines. Illustrated. ]2mo. Cloth, $2.75;

sheep, 3 25

Lloyd (J. U,) Pharmaceutical Prepara-

tions; Elixirs, their History, Formulas,

and Methods of Preparation. 12mo. 1 25

Lloyd (J. TJ. & C. G.) Drugs and Medi-

cines of North Americk. A Quarterly,
devoted to the Historical and Scientific

Discussion of the Botany, Pharmacy,
Chemistry, and Therapeutics of the Med-
ical Plants of North America, their

Constituents, Products, and Sophistica-
tions. Illustrated. Koyal 8vo. Per an-

num. 1 00

Vol. 1. Cloth. 3 50

Longley (Elias). Eclectic Manual of

Phonography. A Complete Guide to the

Acquisition of Pitman's Phonetic Short-

hand, with or without a Master. A new
and carefully revised edition. 12nio.

Stiff paper binding, 65c.; cloth, 75

Longley (Elias). The Peporter's Guide.

Designed for Students in any Style of

Phonography; in which are formulated,
for the firsttimein any work of the kind.
Rules for the Contraction of Words, Prin-

ciples of Phrasing, and Methods of Ab-
breviation. Abundantly illustrated.

12mo. 2 00

Longley (Elias). American Phonographic
Dictionary, exhibiting the correct and
actual Shorthand Forms for all the Use-

ful Words in the English language, about

50,000 in number, and, in addition, many

Foreign Terms
; also, for 2,000 Geographi-

cal names, and as many Family, Per-

sonal, and noted Fictitious Names.
12mo. 2 50

Longley (Elias). Every Reporter's Own
Shorthand Dictionary. The same as the

above, but printed on writing paper, leav-

ing out the Shorthand Forms, and giving
blank lines opposite each word, for the

purpose of enabling writers of any system
of Shorthand to put upon record, for con-

venient reference, the peculiar word-
forms they employ. I2mo. 2 50

Longley (Elias). Compend of Phonogra-
phy, presenting a Table of all Alphabeti-
cal Combinations, Hooks, Circles, Loops,
etc., at one view; also, Complete Lists of

Word-signs and Contracted Word-forms,
with Rules for Contracted Words for the

use of Writers of all Styles of Phonogra-
phy. 12mo. Paper. 25

Longley (Elias). The Phonographic Reader
and Writer, containing Reading Exer-

cises, with Translations on opposite pages,
which form Writing Exercises. 12mo. 25

Longley (Elias). Writing Exercises. For

gaining speed in Plionogrnphy, the Exer-

cises are printed continuous to the lines

on whicn they are to be written, and are

intei'spersed with Word-signs, Phrases,
and Sentences, beginning with the first

lesson. 32 pages. Paper. 15

McBride (J.) Pioneer Biography;
Slsetches of the Lives of some of the

Early Settlers of Butler County, Ohio. 2

vols. 8vo. $6.50. Large paper. Imp.
8vo. 13 00

McLaughlin (M. Louise). China Paint-

ing. A Practical Manual for the Use of

Amateurs in the Decoration of Hard Por-

celain. Sq. 12mo. Boards. 75

McLaughlin (M. Louise). Pottery Deco-

ration: being a Practical Manual of Un-

derglaize Painting. Sq. 12mo. Boards.
1 GO

McLaughlin (M. Louise). Suggestions for

China Painters. Sq. 12mo. Boards.
1 00

MacLean (J. P.) The Mound Builders,

and an Investigation into the Archaeology
of Butler County, Ohio. Illustrated.

12mo. 1 50

MacLean (J. P.) A Manual of the An-

tiquity of Man. Illustrated. 12mo. 1 00

MacLean (J. P.) Mastodon, Mammoth,
Man. Illustrated. V2mo. 60

MacLean (J. P.) The Worship of the Re-

ciprocal Principles of Nature among the

Ancient Hebrews. 12mo. Paper. 25
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Mansfield (E. D.) Personal Memories, So-

cial, I'olitical, and Literary. 1803-1843.
12mo. 2 UO

Marshall Family (The) ; or, a Chronolog-
ical Chart of the Descendants of John
Marshall and Elizabeth Markham, his

wife. Sketches of Individuals, and No-
tices of Families connected with them.

By VVm. M. Paxton. Portrait. 8vo. 2 50
The Chart, separately, 50

May (Col. J.) Journal and Letters of,

relative to Two Journeys to the Ohio
Country, 1788 and 1789. 8vo. 2 00

Medical Questions Submitted to the Grad-

uating Classes of the Medical College of

Ohio, from 1871 to the present time.
8vo. Paper. 50

Mettenheimer (H. J.) Safety Book-keep-
ing. Being a Complete Exposition of

Book-keepers' Frauds—how Committed,
how Discovered, how Prevented; with
other suggestions of Value to Merchants
and Book-keepers in the Management of
Accounts. 18mo. Cloth.

'

1 00

Minor (T. C, M. D.) Athothis: A Satire
on Modern Medicine. 12mo. 1 25

Minor (T. C, M. D.) Child-bed Fever,

Erysipelas, and Puerperal Fever, with a
Short Account of both Diseases.
8vo. 2 00

Minor (T. C, M. D.) Scarlatina Statistics
of the United States. 8vo. Paper. 50

Morgan (Appleton). The Shakespearean
Myth; or, William Shakespeare and Cir-
cumstantial Evidence. Second edition.
12mo. 2 00

Morgan (Appleton). Some Shakespearean
Commentators. 12mo. Paper. 75

Mulertt (Hugo). The Goldfish, and its

Systematic Culture with a View to Profit.
l2mo. 1 00

Murdoch (James E.) The Stage; or, Rec-
ollections of Actors and Acting from an
Experience of Fifty Years. A Series of
Dramatic Sketches." 12mo. 2 00

Naf-Neff Family. A Chronicle, together
with a little Romance regarding Rudolf
and Jacob Naf, of Frankford, Pennsyl-
vania, and their Descendants, including
an Account of the Neffs in Switzerland
and America. Coat of Arms, etc. By
Elizabeth Clifford Neff. Small 4to. 4 00

Name and Address Book, A Blank Book,
with Printed Headings and Alphabetical
Marginal Index, for Recording the
Names and Addresses of Professional,
Commercial, and Family Correspondents.
8vo. 1 00

Nash (Simeon). Crime and the Family.
12m<). 1 25

Nerinckx (Rev. Charles). Life of, A\ith

Early Catholic Missions in Kentucky;
the Society of Jesus; the Sisterhood of

Loretto, etc. Ry Rt. Rev. C. P. Maes.
8vo. 2 50

Nichols (G. W.) The Cincinnati Organ,
with a Brief Description of the Cincin-
nati Music Hall. 12mo. Paper. 25

Ohio Valley Historical Miscellanies. I.

Memorandums of a Tour made by Josiah
Espy, in the State of Ohio, and Ken-
tucky, and Indian Territory, in 1805.
II. Two Western Campaigns in the War
of 1812-13. 1. Expedition of Capt. H.
Brush, with Supplies for General Hull.
2. Expedition of Gov. Meigs, for the re-
lief of Fort Meigs. By Samuel Will-
iams. III. The Leatherwood God. An
Account of the Appearance and Preten-
sions of J. C. Dylks in Eastern Ohio, in
1828. By R. H. Taneyhill. 1 vol. 8vo.
$2.50. Large paper. 5 00

Osborn (Prof. H. S.) Ancient Egypt in
the Light of Modern Discoveries. Illus-
trated. 12mo. 1 25

Paddack (J. R.) Tabular Book-keeping.
A System of keeping Accounts by Tabu-
lation, greatly simplifying the work and
reducing the labor. 4to. 3 OO

Park (Colonel Horace). Amateur Bycicle
Repairing; or. Every Rider his own Re-
pairer. 24mo. 25

Park (Colonel Horace). The Sportsman's
Hand-Book ot Field Sports, Camping,
Hunting, and Fishing. 18mo. 1 00

Phisterer (Captain Frederick). The Na-
tional Guardsman : On Guard and Kin-
dred Duties. 24mo. Leather. 75

Physicians' Pocket Case Record Prescrip-
tion Book. 35

Physician's General Ledger. Half Rus-
sia. 4 00

Piatt (John J.) Penciled Fly-Leaves. A
Book of Essays in Town and Country.
Sq. ]6mo. 1 00

Piatt (John J.) At the Holy Well, with
a Handful of New Verses. 12mo. 1 00

Piatt (S. M. B.) Child's-World Ballads.
Three Little Emigrants: a Romance of
Cork Harbour, 1884, etc. 12mo. $1.00;
parchment. 1 25

Piatt (John J. and S. M. B.) The Chil-
dren Out-of-Doors. A Book of Verse.
By Two in One House. 16mo. 1 25

Poole (W. F.) Anti-Slavery Opinions be-
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fore 1800. An Essay. 8vo. Paper, 75c.:

oloth, 1 25

Prentice (George D.) Poems of, collected
and edited, with Biographical Sketch, by
John J. Piatt. I2mo. 2 0()

Quick (B,. H.) Essays on Educational Re-
formers. Schools of the Jesuits; As-

cham, Montaigne, Ratish, Milton
; Come-

. nius; Locke; Rousseau s Emile; Basidow
and the Philanthropin, etc. 12mo. 1 00

Ranck (G. W.) History of Lexington,
Kentucky. Its Early Annalsand Recent
Progress, etc. 8vo. 4 00

Randal (Rev. D. A., D.D.) The Wonder-
ful Tent; an Account of the Erection,

Signification, and Spiritual Lessons of
the Mosaic Tabernacle, erected in the
Wilderness of Sinai. With a Biograph-
ical Sketch of the Author, and portrait.
12mo. 2 00

Reed (Samuel Rockwell). The Vicks-

burg Campaign, and the Battles about
Chattanooga, under the Command of

General U. S. Grant, in 18G2-63. An
Historical Review. 8vo. Cloth. 1 50

Reed (Samuel Rockwell). The War of
1886 between the United States and
Great Britain. ]2mo. Paper. 25

Reemelin (C.) The Wine-Makers' Manual.
A Plain, Practical Guide to all the Oper-
ations for the Manufacture of Still and
Sparkling Wines. J2mo. 1 25

Reemelin • C.) A Treatise on Politics as a

Science. 8vo. ' 1 50

Reemelin (C.) A Critical Review of
American Politics. 8vo. 3 50

Reemelin (C.) 'Historical Sketch of Green
Township, Hamilton County, Ohio. 8vo.

Paper. 25

Rives (Dr. E.) A Chart of the Physiologi-
cal Arrangement of Cranial Nerves.
Printed in large type, on a sheet 28 by 15
inches. Folded, in cloth case. 50

Robert (Karl). Charcoal Drawing without
a Master. A Complete Treatise in Land-

scape Drawing in Charcoal, with Lessons
and Studies after Allonge. Translated

by E. H. Appleton. Illustrated. 8vo. 1 00

Roy (George). Generalship; or. How I

Managed My Husband. A Tale. 18mo.

Paper, 50r.; cloth, 1 00

Roy (George). The Art of Pleasing. A
Lecture. ]2mo. Paper. 25

Roy (George). The Old, Old Story. A
Lecture. 12mo. Paper. 25

Royse (N. K.) Some Ancient Melodies
and other Experiments. 12mo. 1 00

Russell (A. P.) Thomas Corwin. A
Sketch. IGmo. 1 00

Russell (Wm.) Scientific Horseshoeing
for the Different Diseases of the Foot.
Illustrated. Second ed., 1887. 8vo. 3 00

St. Clair Papers. A Collection of the Cor-

respondence and other Papers of Gen-
eral Arthur St. Clair, Governor of the
Northwest Territory. Edited, with a
Sketch of his Life and Public Services,
by William Henry Smith. 2 vols.

8vo. 6 00

Sattler (Eric E.) The History of Tuber-
culosis from the time of Sylvius to the
Present Day. Translated, in part, with

ad<Iitions, from the German of Dr. Ar-
nold Spina, First Assistant in the Labo-

ratory of Professor Strieker, of Vienna;
including, also, Dr. Robert Koch's Exper-
iments, and the more recent investiga-
tions of Dr. Spina on the Subject.
12mo. 1 25

Shaler (N. S.) On the Fossil Brachiopods
of the Ohio Valley. With 8 heliotype
plates. 4to. Paper. 2 50

Skinner (J. R.) The Source of Measures.
A Key to the Hebrew-Egyptian Mystery
in the Source of Measures, etc.

8vo. 5 00

Smith (Henry D. D.) Spinoza and his En-
vironment, with a Translation of the
Ethics. Portrait. 8vo. 3 00

Smith. (Col. James). A Reprint of an Ac-
count of the Remarkable Occurrences in
his Life and Travels, during his Captivity
with the Indians in the years 1755, '56,

'57, '58, and '59, etc. 8vo. $2.50; large
paper, 5 00

Stanton (Henry T.) Jacob Brown and
othf-r Poems. 12mo. 1 50

Stanton (Henry T.) The Moneyless Man
and other Poems. A new edition.

]2mo. 1 50

Stevenson (B. F., Surgeon 22d Ky. Inf.)
Letters Irom the Army, 1862-1864.
]2mo. 1 00

Studer ( J. H.) Columbus, Ohio: Its His-

tory, Resources, and Progress from its

Settlement to the Present Time.
12mo. 2 00

Swan (E. B.) Once a Year; or. The Doc-
tor's Puzzle. 16mo. 1 00

Taneyhill (R. H.) The Leatherwood God
;

an account of the Appearance and Pre-
tensions of Joseph C. Dylks in Eastern
Ohio, in 1826. 12mo. Paper. 30

Ten Brook (A.) American State Universi-
ties. Their Origin and Progress. A His-
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tory of the Congressional University
Land Grants. A particular account of
the Rise and Development of the Univer-

sity of Michigan, and Hints toward the
future of the American University Sys-
tem. 8vo. 2 00

Tilden (Louise W.) Karl and Gretchen's
Christmas. Illustrated. Square 12mo. 75

Tilden (ItOuise W.) Poem, Hymn, and
Mission Bund Exercises. Written and
arranged for the Use of Foreign Mission-

ary Societies and Mission Bands. Square
12mo. 25

Trent (Capt. Wm.) Journal of, from Logs-
town tc Pickawillany, in 1752. Edited

by A. T. Goodman. 8vo. 2 50

Tripler (C. S., M. D.) and Blackman (G.
|

C, M. D.) Handbook for the Military
Surgeon. 12mo. 1 00

Tyler Davidson Fountain. History and
Description of the Tyler Davidson Foun-
tain, donated to the City of Cincinnati

by Henry Probasco. 18nio. Paper. 25

VagO (A. L.) Instructions in the Art of

Modeling in Clay. With an Appendix
on Modeling in Foliage, etc., for Pottery
and Agricuitui'al Decorations, by Benn
Pitman, of Cincinnati School of Design.
Illustrated. Square 12mo. 1 00

Van Home (T. B.) The History of the

Army of the Cumberland; its Organiza-
tion, Campaigns, and Battles. 2 vols.

With Atlas of 22 maps, compiled by Ed-
ward Ruser. 8vo. Cloth, $6.00; sheep
$8.00; half morocco, 10 Od

Venable (W. H.) Melodies of the Heart,

Songs of Freedom, and other
1 2mo.

Venable (W.H.)

Poems.
1 50

.Tune on the Miami, and
otiier Pof-ms. Second edition. 12mo. 1 50

Vorhees (D. W.) Speeches of, embracing
his most Prominent Forensic, Political,
Occasional, and Literary Addresses,
'.'ompiled by his Son, C. S'. Vorhees, vi^ith

a Biographical Sketch and Portrait.
8vo. 5 00

Walker (C. M.) History of Athens County,
Ohio, and Incidentally of the Ohio Land
Company, and the First Settlement of
the State at Marietta, etc. 8vo. $6.00.
Large paper. 2 vols. $12.00. Popular
edition. 4 QO

Walton (G. E.) Hygiene and Education
of Infants; or, How to take Care of
Babies. 24mo. Paper. 25

Webb (F.) and Johnston (M. C.) An Im-
proved Tally-Book for the Use of Lumber
Dealers. l8mo. 50

Whittaker (J. T., M. D.) Physiology:
Preliminary Lectures. lUus. 12mo. 1 75

Williams (A. D., M. D.) Diseases of the
Ear, including Necessary Anatomy of the
Organ. 8vo. 3 50

Young- (A.) History of Wayne County,
Indiana, from its First Settlement to the
Present Time. Bvo. 2 00

Zeisberger. Diary of David Zeisberger,
Moravian Missionary among the Indians
of Ohio during the Years ofl7Sl to 1798.
Translated from the Original Manuscript
by Eugene F. Bliss. 2 vols. 8vo. 6 00

Zschokke (Heinrich). A Sylvester Night's
Adventure. Translated by M, B. W.
12mo. 75



PUBLICATIONS OP ROBERT CLARKE & CO.

LAW TREATISES AND REPORTS.

Atkinson (F.) Township and Town Offi-

cer's Guide for the State of Indiana.

12mo. Net. Cloth, $2.00; sheep, 2 50

Barton (C.) History of a Suit in Equity.
New edition, revised and enlarged, by
Hon. II. H. Ingersoll. Net. 2 50

Bates (C.) Ohio Pleadings, Parties, and
Forms under the Code. 2 vols. 8vo.

Net. 12 00

Beebe (F. N.) and Lincoln (A. W.) Ohio

Citations, Corrections of Errors in Cita-

tions and Table of Cases. Svo. Net. 6 00

Bent (J. A.) Digest of the Decisions of

the Court of Appeals of West Virginia

(29 vols.), 1863-1887. Koy. Svo. Net. 8 00

Best (Wm. M.) An Exposition of the

Practice relative to the Right to Begin
and Keply in Trials by Jury, and other

Proceedings, Discussions of Law, etc

With Annotations by J. J. Crandall.

8vo. Net. 2 00

Bible in the Public Schools, Arguments
in Favor and Against, with Decision of

the Cincinnati Superior Court. 8vo.

Cloth. 2 00

The Arguments in Favor of and

Against. Separate, Paper. Each, 50

Bloom (S. S.) Popular 'Edition of the

Laws of Ohio, in Force June, 1882. Net.

Cloth, $3.00; sheep, 4 00

Bond (L. H.) Reports of Cases Decided
in the Circuit and District Courts of the

United States for the Southern District

of Ohio. 2 vols. Svo. 14 00

Brewer (A. T.) and Laubscher (G. A.)
Ohio (Joporations other than Municipal,
as Authorized by the Former and Present

Constitutions of the State and Regulated
by Statute, with Notes of Decisions and
a Complete Manual of Forms for Organ-
izing and Managing all kinds of Compa-
nies and Associations. Second edition.

Svo. Net. 3 00

Carlton (A. B.) The Law of Homicide;
together with the Celebrated Trial of

Judge E. C. Wilkinson, Dr. B. R. Wilkin-

son, and J. Murdaugh, for the Murder
of John Rothwell and A. H. Meeks, in-

cluding the Indictments, the Evidence,
and Speeches of Hon. S. S. Prentiss,
Hon. Ben. Hardin, E. J. Bullock, Judge
John Rowan, Col. Geo. Robertson, and
John B. Thompson, of Counsel, in full.

Svo. Net. 2 50

Cincinnati Ordinances. The General Or-

dinances and Resolutions of the City of

Cincinnati, in Force, April, 1887. Com-

piled under Athority and Direction of
the City Council. By Frank M. Coppock,
City Solicitor, and Fred. Hertenstein, of

the Cincinnati Bar. Svo. 924 pages.
Net. 6 50

Cincinnati Superior Court Reporter. 2

vols. Svo. Net. 10 00

See also Handy, Disney.

Constitutions of the United States and
State of Ohio, with Amendments, An-
notations and Indexes; also the Articles

of Confederation, 1777, and Ordinances of

1787. Royal Svo. Net. Paper, 50c.;

half sheep, 1 00

Cox (R.) American Trade Mark Cases.

A Compilation of all Reported Trade
Mark Cases decided in the United States

Courts prior to 1S71. Svo. 800
Curwen (M. E.) Manual of Abstracts of

Title to Real Property. New edition by
W. H. Whittaker. 12mo. Net. 2 00

Disney's Reports. Cincinnati Superior
Court. 2 vols. Svo. Net. 10 00

Fisher (S. S.) Reports of Patent Cases

decided in the Circuit Courts of the

United States, 1843-1S73. 6 vols. Svo.

Vols. 4 to 6, each. Net. 25 00

Fisher (W. H.) Reports of Patent Cases

decided in the Courts of the United

States, 1827-1S51. 6 00

Fisher (R. A.) Digest of English Patent
Trade Mark and Copyright Cases. Ed-
ited by Henry Hooper. Svo. 4 00

Fortesque (Sir John). De Laudibus Le-

gum Angliffi. A Treatise in Commenda-
tion of the Laws of England. Svo.

Cloth. 2 00

Giauque (F) Appendix to the Revised

Statutes of Ohio. With Supplement for

1887. Royal Svo. Net. 2 25

Giauque (F.) The Election Laws of the

United States. Being a Compilation of

all the Constitutional Provisions and
Laws of the United States relating to

Elections, thS Elective Franchise, to Cit-

izenship, and to the Naturalization of

Aliens. With notes of Decisions aflPect-

ing the same. Svo. Paper, 75c.; cl. 1 00

Giauque (F.) Ohio Election Laws. Svo.

Paper, $1.00; cloth, 1 50



PUBLICATIONS OF ROBERT CLARKE & CO.

Giau(ltie (F.) Manual for Road Supervi-
sors in Ohio. 1 6mo. Boards. 25

G-iauC[ue (F.) Manual for Assignees and
Insolvent Debtors in Ohio. Net. Cloth,

$2.00, sheep, 2 50

Giauq.ue (F.) Manual for Guardians in

Ohio. Second edition, revised 18S6. Net.

Cloth, $12.00; sheep, 2 50

Giauque (F.) The Laves relating to Roads
and Ditches, Bridges and Water-courses,
in the State of Ohio. <Svo. Net. 5 00

Giauque (F.) and McClure (H. B.) Dower
and Curtesy Tables, for ascertaining, on
the Basis of the Carlisle Tables of Mor-

tality, the Present Value of Vested and

Contingent Rights of Dower and Curtesy,
and of other Life Estates. 8vo. Net. 5 00

Gilmore (J. A.) Practice and Precedents
in the Probate Courts of Ohio in Civil

and Criminal Proceedings; with Forms,
Notes of Decision's, and Practical Sug-

gestions. 8vo. Net. 5 00

Handy' S Reports. Cincinnati Superior
Court. 2 vols, in 1. 8vo. Net. 5 00

Hanover (M. D.) A Practical Treatise on
the Law relating to Horses. Second
edition. 8vo, 4 00

Harris (S. F.) Principles of the Criminal
Law. Edited by Hon. M. F. Force. 8vo
Second edition. .Net. 4 00

Harper (J. C.) Inter-State Commerce
Act The Provisions of the Constitution
as to the Regulation of Commerce. With
Notes of Decisions and the Act of Con-

gress to Regulate Commerce. Approved
February 4, 1887. With References to De-
cisions under Analogous Statutes. 8vo.

Half shp., net, $2.00; full shp., net, 2 50

Horr (N. T.) and Bemis ( A. A. ) A Treatise

on the Power to Enact, Passage, Validity,
and Enforcement of Municipal Police

Ordinances, with Appendix of Forms and
References to all the Decided Cases on
the subject in the United States, England,
and Canada. 8vo. Net. 4 00

Interrogatory Law. Over Six Hundred
Law Questions, being a Comi)Iete Com-
pilation of the Questions submitted to

the Graduating Classes of the Cincinnati
Law School, from 1879 to the Present
Time. 8vo. Paper. Net. 50

Johnston ("Wm., Late Judge Superior Court
of Cincinnati). Arguments to Courts and
Juries. 8vo. Cloth. Net. 3 00

Kentucky Reports. Reports of Cases de-

cided in the Court of Appeals of Ken-
tucky. 1785-1885. 82 vols, in 67.

King (J.) A Commentary on the Law and

True Construction of the Federal Consti-

tution. 8vo. 2 50

McDonald (D.) Treatise on the Law re-

lating to I he Powers and Duties of Jus-

tices and Constables in Indiana. Edited

by L. O. Schroeder. 8vo. Net. 6 00

Matthews (Stanley). A Summary of the
Law of Partnership. For Use of Business
Men. 12mo. Cloth, $1.25; sheep, 150

McLean (J.) Reports of Cases decided in

the Circuit Court of the United States for

the Seventh District. 1829-1855. 6 vols.

8vo. Vols. 2, 4, 5, 6. Each. 6 50

Montesquieu (Baron De). The Spirit of

Laws. Translated from the French by
Thomas Nugent. New edition, with Me-
moir. 2 vols. 8vo. Cloth. 4 00

Morgan (J. A.) An English Version of

Maxims, with the Original Forms, alpha-

betically arranged, anrl an Index of Sub-

jects. Second edition. I2mo. Cloth. 2 00

Nash (S.) Pleading and Practice under
the Codes of Ohio, New York, Kansas,
and Nebraska. Fourth edition. 2 vols.

8vo. 10 00

Ohio Digest. Digest of the Decisions in

all Ohio Courts to 1882. By J. B. Walker
andC. Bates. 3 vols. Roy. 8vo. Net. 17 00

Vol. 3, 1 S74-82. By C. Bates. Roy. 8vo.

Separately. Net. 5 00

Ohio and Ohio State Reports. Reports of

Cases decided in the Supreme Coixrt of
Ohio. 1821-1886. 64 vols. Net. 152 50

The Same. Special edition.. 64 vols, in 32.

Net. 64 00

Ohio Statutes. Embracing:
Curwen's Statutes at Large, 1833-1860. 4

vols. 8vo. Net. 20 00
Swan and Critchtield's Revised Statutes,

1860. 2 vols. 8vo. Net. 5 00

Savler's Statutes at Large, 1860-1875. 4

vols. 8vo. 20 00

Ohio Statute Slips. Showing the Changes
in the Revised Statutes of Ohio since the
Authorized Codification in 1880. Pre-

pared by Florien Giauque. Sets of slips

covering Ohio Laws, Vols._77, 7-8, 79, 80,

Si, 82, 8-\ and 84. [^To be continued annu-

ally.~\ Eight now ready. Each set, 25

Peck (H. D.) The Law of Municipal Cor-

porations in the State of Ohio. Second
edition. 8vo. Net. 5 00

Peck (H. D.) The Township Officers Guide
of Uiiio. Fourth edition. Net. Cloth,

$2.00; sheep, 2 50

Pollock (F.) Principles of Contract at

Law and in Equity. Edited by G. H.
Wald. Second edition. 8vo Net. 6 00
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Raff (G.W.) Guide to Executors and Ad-
ministrators in tlie State of Ohio. Sixth

edition. Edited and enlarged by F

Giauque. r2mo. Cloth, $2.00;

•sheep, 2 50

Raff (G.W.) Manual of Pensions, Bounty,
and Pay. 1789-1863. 12mo. 2 W

Raff (G. W.) War Claimant's Guide.
Laws relating to Pensions, Bounty, etc.

War of 1861-1865. 8vo. 4 00

Reinliard. (G. L.) The Criminal Laws of

the State of Indiana, with Precedents,
Forms for Writs, Docket Entries, etc.

Svo. 2 50

Saint Germain (C.) The Doctor and
Student; or. Dialogues between a Doctor
of Divinity and a Student in the Laws of

England, containing the grounds of those

Laws. Revised and corrected. Svo.

Cloth. 2 00

Saunders (T.W.) A Treatise upon the
Law of Negligence. With Notes of

American Cases. Svo. 2 50

Sayler (J. R.) American Form Book: a
Collection of Legal and Business Forms
for Professional and Business Men.
Second edition. Revised, 1886. Svo.

Cloth. Net. 2 00

Stanton (R. H.) A New Digest of the

Kentucky Decisions; embracing all Cases
decided by the Appellate Courts from
1875 to 1877. Second edition. 2 vols.

Svo. Net. . 6 00

Stanton (R. H.) A Practical Treatise of
the Law felating to Justices of the

Peace, etc., in Kentucky. Third edition.

Svo. 7 50

Stanton (R. H.) Manual for the Use of

Executors, Administrators, Guardians,
etc., in Kentucky. Second edition.

12mo. 1 75

Swan (J. R.) Pleadings and Precedents
under the Code of Ohio. Svo. 00

Swan (J. R.) Treatise on the Law relat-

ing to the Powers and Duties of Justices
of the Peace, etc., in the State of Ohio.
Thirteenth edition. Svo. Net. 6 00

Swan (J. R. (and Plumb (P. B.) Treatise
on the Law relating to the Powers and
Duties of Justices, etc., in Kansas.
8vo. 5 00

Warren (M.) Criminal Law and Forms.
Third edition. Svo. 5 00

Welch (John). Ohio Index-Digest of all

the Cases decided in the Courts of Ohio.

(Contained in 105 vols.) Svo. 1887.
Net. 6 00

Wells (J. C.) Treatise on the Separate
Property of Married Women, under the
recent Enabling Acts. Second edition.

Svo. 6 00

Wells (J. C.) A Manual of the Laws re-

lating to County Commissioners in the
State of Ohio, with carefully prepared
Forms and References to the Decisions
of the Supreme Court. Net. 3 50

Wild (E. N.) Journal Entries under the
Code of Civil and Criminal Procedure.
With Notes of Decisions. Third edition.

Svo. 4 00

Wilcox (J. A.) The General Railroad
Laws of the State of Ohio, in force Janu-

ary, 1874. Svo. 5 00

Wilson (M. F.) The New Criminal Code
of Ohio. With Forms and. Precedents,
Digest of Decisions, etc. Second edition.

Svo. Net. 5 00

Works (John D.) Indiana Practice, Plead-

ings, and Forms. Second edition. 3 vols.

Svo. 1887. Net. 18 00

Works (John D.) Removal of Causes from
State Courts to Federal Courts, embracing
the Act of Congress passed March 2, 18S7,
with Forms and References to Decisions.

Svo. 1 00

Wright (J. C.) Reports of Cases at Law
and in Chancery, decided in the Courts
ofOhio during the Years 1831-1834. New
edition, with Notes. Svo. Net. 5 00

Yaple (Alfred). Code Practice and Pre-

cedents. Embracing all Actions and

Special Proceedings under tlie Civil Code
of Ohio, and applicable to the Practice in

all the Code States having a similar Code

System. 2 vols. Svo. 1S87. Net. 12 00



ROBERT CLARKE & CO., CINCINNATI, O
Authorized Agents for the Sale of the Publications of the

NEW GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF KENTUCKY
N. S. SHALER, Director, succeeded by J. Li. PT-iOCTER

lieports, Royal 8uo—
Reports of Progress. Vol. 1. Sections

and plates. Eoyal 8vo. cloth. 1876. 4 00

Tlie same. Vol. 3. Maps and sections.

Royal 8vo. cloth. 1877. '6 00

The same. Vol. 5. Royal 8vo. cloth.

18 SO. 3 00

(Volumes 2'and 4 are out of print.)

A. Peter (Robert). Chemical Analysis.
Vol. 1, being the first, second, and third

Chemical Reports and Chemical Analyses
of the Hemp and Buckwheat Plants.

Royal 8vo. cloth. 1884. 2 00

A." The same. Vol 2 being the fourth,

fifth, and sixth Chemical Reports, and

Comparative Views of the Composition of

Soils, Coals, Ores, Limestones, Clays, Marls,
Mineral Waters, etc. Royal 8vo. cloth.

1885. 2 00

B. Timbers and Botany, comprising
Seven Reports on the Forests and Botany
of Different Parts of the State. Hoyal 8vo.

cloth. 1884. 1 50

C. Eastern Coal Field. Comprising
Eight Reports on the Resources of some ot

the counties located in the Eastern Coal
Field. Maps and sections. Royal 8vo.

cloth. 1884. 2 00

D. Western Coal Field, comprising Six

Reports on the Resources of some of the
counties located in the Western Coal Field.

8vo. cloth. 1884. 2 00

Memoirs, Ato—
Carr (Lucien). The Mounds of the Mis-

sissippi Valley Historically Considered, pp.
107, paper. 1 50

Carr (Lucien) and Shaler (X. S.) On
the Prehistoric Remains of Kentucky. 7

Heliotype plates, containing 52 specimens,
pp. ol, paper. 2 50

Davis (William J.) Kentucky Fossil
Corals. A Monograph of the Polypi of the
Silurian and Devonian Formations. Illus-

trated with 139 Artotype plates, containing
900 specimens representing 41 genera
and 310 species, of which 7 genera and 168

species are new and hitherto undescribed,
with a Glossary of Technical Terms. Part
1, Text, over 700 pages, nearly ready. Part
2, plates, with Classified Index, ready. 2
volumes. 25 00
Garman (Samuel). On the Reptiles and

Batrachians of North America. Introduc-

tion, pp. 31, and Part 1 Ophidia-Serpents,
with Index. 9 plates, pp. 185, paper. 4 0"
Shaler (N. S.) On the Fossil Brachiapods

of the Ohio Valley. 7 Alloertype plates of
202 specimens, pp. 44, paper. 2 50

Reports in Pamphlet Form—
Beckham (C. W.) List of the Birds of

Nelson County. Royal 8vo. pp.58. 1885. 50

Bulletin No. I. Containing Notes on
Petroleum; Improvement of the Rivers
of Kentucky; Improvement of the Ken-
tucky River; Iron Ores and Coals of West-
ern Kentucky; Yellow Fever at Hickman.
2 plates. 8vo. pp. 99. 25

Caldwell (Wm. B. Jr.) Report on the
Limonite Ores of Trigg, Lyon, and Caldwell

Counties, known as the "Cumberland
River Ores." Royal 8vo. pp. 13. 25

Crandall (A. R.) Report on the Chinn's
Branch Cannel Coal District. Map. Royal
8vo. pp. 10. (V. 5.) 15

Crandall (A. R.) Report on theGeologv
of Elliott County. With Notes on the

Trap Dykes of Elliott County. By A. R.
Crandall and J. S. Diller. 4 plates, 3 maps,
and 1 section. Royal 8vo. pp. 28. 65

Crandall (A. R.) Report on the Geology
of Menifee County. 4 sections. Royal
8vo. pp. 15. (V. 4.) 20

De Friese (L. H.) Report on a Belt of

Kentucky Timbers, extending East and
West along the South-Central part of thft

State, from Columbus to Pound Gap.
Royal 8vo. pp. 62. (V. 5.) 25

DeFriese (L. H.) Report on the Timbers
of Grayson, Breckenridge, Ohio, and Han-
cock Counties. Royal 8vo. pp. 20. (V. 2.) 15

DeFriese (L. II.) Report on the Tim-
bers of the North Cumberland. Bell and
Harlan Counties. Royal 8vo. pp. 24.

(V.4.)
'

15

Hussey (John). Report on the Botany
of Barren and Edmondson Counties, with
an Introduction by N. S. Shaler. Royal
8vo. pp. 32. (V. 1

) 15

Knott (W.T.) Report on the Geology
of Marion County. Colored map. Royal
8vo. pp. 43, paper. Is85. 50

Linney (W. M.) Notes on the Rocks
of Central Kentuckv, with list of Fossils.

Royal 8vo. pp 19. 1882. 25

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Botany
of Madison, Lincoln, Garrard, Washington,



New Geological Survey of Kentucky.

Royal 8vo. pp. 57.

25
and Marion Counties
1882.

Linney(\V. M.) Report on the Geology
of Clark and Montgomery Counties. Col-

ored map. Royal 8vo. pp. 76. 1884. 60

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Geology
of Garrard County. Colored map. Royal
8vo. pp. 32. 1882. 50

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Geology
of Lincoln County. Colored map. Royal
8vo. pp. 37. 1882. 50

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Geology
of Mercer County. Colored man. Royal
8vo. pp. 29. 1882.

'

5U

Linney (\V. M.) Report on the Geology
of Spencer and Nelson Counties, including
Notes on the Birds of Nelson County by C.

W. Beckham. Colored map. Royal 8vo.

pp. 59+58, paper. 1885. 75
'

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Geology
of Washington County. Colored map.
Royal 8vo. pp. 24. 1882. 50

Linney (W. M.) Report on the Timbers
of Boyle and Mercer Counties. Royal 8vo.

pp. 36. (V. 5.) 15

Moore (P. N.) Report on Coal. Wash-

ing, for the Separation of Coal from its Im-

purities. 7 plates. Roy. 8vo. pp. 40. (V. 6.) 35

Moore (P. N.) Report on the Geology
of a Section from near Compton, Wolfe

County, to the Mouth of Troublesome

Creek, Breathitt County. -" Folded section.

Royal 8yo. pp. 30. (V. 4.) 25

Moore (P. N.) Report on the Iron Ore
in the Vicinity of Cumberland Gap Sec-

tion. Royal 8yo. pp. 14. (V. 4.) 20

Norwood (C. J.) Report of a Reconnois-

sance of a part of the Breckenridge Cannel
Coal District. Royal 8vo. pp. 26. (V. 4.) 15

Peter (Robert). (Chemical Report of the

Soils, Coals, Ores, Iron Furnace Products,

Clays, Marls, Mineral Waters, Rocks, etc.,

of Kentucky. 1 Heliotype. Royal 8vo.

pp. 91. (V. 5.) 40

Peter (Robert). Comparative Views of

the Composition of the Soils, Limestones,

Clays, Marls, etc., of the Several Geological
Formations of Kentucky, as shown by their

Chemical Analyses, with Remarks on their

Characters and Practical Uses. Royal 8vo.

pp. 62. 1883.
'

40

Procter (J. R.) The Climate, Soils,

Timbers, etc., of Kentucky, contrasted with

those of the North-west, 8vo. pp. 29. 1881. 10

Procter (J. R.) Report of the Progress
of the Survey from January, 1882, to Jan-

uary, 1884. 8vo. pp. 42. 1884. 25

The same. From January, 1884, to Jan-

uary, 1886. 8v(). pp. 20. 1886. 25

Procter (J. R.) Resources of the North
Cumberland Valley, comprising part of

Whitley, Knox, Bell, Harlap, and Letche
Counties. 3 maps. Roy. 8vo. pp. 24. (V. 6.) 5

Procter (J. R.) The South-eastern Kei
tucky Coal Fields, including A. R. Crai
dall's Report on the Pound Gap Regioi
and J. II. Hodge's Report on the Geolog
of parts of Letcher, Harlan, Leslie, Pern
Breathitt, and Knott Counties, with a ma
of the South-eastern Coal Fields, and ma
showing the Relation of the Transportatio
Routes and Iron Ores of the South Appali •

chian Region, and a map showing the Di:

tribution of Iron Ores in the United Stale

by Raphael Pumpelly. 12 plates, view;
20 plates of sections. Royal 8vo. 1887. 1

Schenck (C.) On the use of the Teh
meter in Topographical Surveys. Roya
8vo. pp. 19. (V. 5.) 1

Shaler (N. S.) A General Account o
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Colore

map. Royal 8vo. pp. 99. (V. 2.) 5

Wayman (James). Impressions of Ker
tucky by an English Editor. 8vo. pp. 2(

1883. 1

Maps.—Topography by J. B. Hoeing—
Preliminary County Map of KentuckA

Colored. 13Jx25J. 3

Preliminary Map of South-eastern Kei

tucky. 20x21. 2

Preliminary Geological Map of Kei

tucky. Colored. 13^x25^. 3

Coanty Maps—All Colored.— Topography by t.

B. Hoeing—
Bath and Fleming. 20x23. Geology b

W. M. Linney. 2

Boyd, Carter, and Greenup. 23x23. Gc

ology by A. R. Crandall. 2

Boyle and Mercer. 15x1 9 J. Geology b

W. M. Linney and J. H. Fales. 1

Clinton. 13x15. Geology by R. 1

Loughridge. _

Garrard. 15x16.}. Geology by W. ]V. .

Linney. 2^

Jackson Purchase, Ballard, McCrackei

Marshall, Graves, Calloway, Hickman, an
Fulton Counties. 31x44. Geology by 1

H. Loughridge. "<

Jackson Purchase. Agricultural Ma]
13x26. By R. H. Loughridge. iin

Lincoln. 15x16}. Geology by W. Is

Linney. ^

Madison. 15x16}. Geology by J. I

Procter. ^

Mason. 12x14. Geology by W. ]\

Linney. -

Montgomery and Clarke. 18x21. G
ology by W. M. Linney.

'

Washington and Marion. 17}x21j. G
ology by W. M. Linney and W. '.

Ki.ott. i
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