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MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD.

Soon after this number of our magazine reaches its readers,

the seventy-fifth annual meeting of the American Board will be in

session. Already we hear the sound of the coming of the feet of

those who will gather at the homestead for the grand family feast.

Hospitable homes and warm welcomes await them, and anticipa-

tions of an occasion of rare enjoyment are many. The progress

of the gospel in the earth during the last three-quarters of a cen-

tury will be a theme of inexhaustible interest ; mingled with this

will be wise planning for future action and congratulations on the

hard-earned success of this, the oldest foreign missionary society

in the country. As a Woman's Board, we rejoice that through

our connection with it, though yoimg in years, not quite eighteen,

we may have the benefit of the dignity and wisdom of seventy-five,

and that we may have a recognized share in the rejoicings and
congratulations. These will not be confined to those who are

actually present, but will be shared by Christian hearts all over

the land. Of all these who may be connected with our Board, we
ask that, in the quiet of their homes, there may be constant

prayer for that alone which will make the meeting all that is to

be desired — the presence of the Holy Spirit in manifest power, a

power that shall stir all hearts with new zeal and love for the

work of our Lord in .heathen lands.
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T U R K E Y.

WORK FOR WOMEN IN HARPOOT FIELD.

ANNUAL, KEPORT.

It is -with grateful hearts we acknowledge that He who at this

season causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the
service of man," who bringeth "seed time and harvest," has
caused his work in our field to flourish and grow in its season,

according to his will. The past year has been one of special

blessing— not striking, but well worth observing by those who
would understand "the loving kindness of the Lord."

The lady-tourers have been Misses Wright and Bush, the for-

mer having resigned her connection with the school and kindly

consented to share in this arduous and trying work for the winter.

Though a new work to her, she bravely endured its privations and
weariness, until at the close of the village-work, in the spring, it

seemed imperative that she should rest for the long journey to

Marsovan. We are most grateful to her for the interest she has
shown in this department of labor, and shall spare her to go to her

new home with sincere regret, in which we believe that all her

friends in the Eastern Turkey Mission will heartily share.

In all, we have been out in the field some six months, either

together or separately, and reached thirty-three different places,

eleven of which we have visited twice. The winter has been mild,

and so unusually favorable for touring; yet we encountered severe

storms of rain as well as serious danger from snow on our return

from the Arabkir region, but we are grateful to a kind Providence

which shielded us from harm.

girls' schools.

One of our first cares as we traverse this wide field, is that in

each place we may have a suitable girls' school, which shall fur-

nish material for our school at Ilarpoot. We spend manyhourS'
in examining classes, counseling teachers, and suggesting new
methods to be used. There are now some twenty of these schools,

with about nine hundred pupils— less than one third the number
of those in the boys' school, the difficulties in the way of their

education being greater than that of the boys. The teachers of

these schools seem to love their work, and to have a good influ-

ence upon the mothers, as well as their pupils. Those who have

gone out from our Harpoot school for a year or two of teaching,

testify how great a benefit it is to them, broadening their ideas,

giving confidence, impressing upon their memory what they have

studied, and imparting new love for Christ's work. They are
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loved and respected by the people ; and some of the older ones
take an active part in Christian work, even leading the women's
meetings. They also help to win other young girls to a desire for

education, and often return to Harpoot bringing more than one
pupil as fruit of their labors.

women's meetings.

A regular institution of most churches is the women's meeting,

attended by from fifteen to sixty faithful sisters; and when we are

to lead, the number swells to one hundred and one hundred and
fifty. I am sorry to say that I know of only two places where they
hold a regular "mothers' meeting." These are all blessed gath-

erings, wherein souls often take their first start in the divine life.

Think of the joy of speaking to such a crowd of women and girls,

many of them bright and intelligent, and hungry for the truth

!

There are some sterling Christians among these; one of them, a

dear saint of a hundred years of age, not long ago w^alked so

briskly into the chapel, that she looked as if she was helping her

staff, and not her staff her. She took a "front seat;" and when
the proper time came arose and prayed in a clear, earnest voice.

In one of our villages on the plain, only one woman dared to come
to the chapel a year ago; this year from ten to fifteen are in reg-

ular attendance, and the two Sabbaths I was there, there were
seventy, at least. The women of that village are just waking out

of a deep sleep of ignorance and superstition ; and a Bible-woman
•who now goes there every morning from a neighboring village,

had fourteen scholars the first day, eighteen the second, and now
twenty

!

Frequently our visits all day long are one succession of meet-

ings, neighbors and friends being called in from all sides to the

number of from five to t\^enty. Often men are found at home,

and stay right on through the reading, exhortation, singing, and

prayer. I had the curiosity on one of my hardest days to see how
many hours I had given to this kind of work. It was nine, fol-

lowed by attendance at the general meeting at the chapel, and

conversation all the evening. The mind must be on the alert all

the time, and the voice pitched to a loud key, lest your unintel-

lectual audience should find the squeaking of a door or the crying

of a baby more attractive. But these conversations are holy sea-

sons, and it touches our hearts to see how the women tell all their

little confidences and greater griefs, look forward to our coming,

and even lay the fault of their coldness on our shoulders if we
have not been able to visit them. Perhaps you will excuse me if

I gratefully add that many opportunities are also given to influ-
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ence pastors and laymen, particularly when deprived of the pres-

ence of a missionary; so that this winter it was our privilege to

reorganize a Sabbath-school and a young men's meeting.

"women's benevolent societies.

Connected with the women's meeting is usually a society for

doing good, the women pledging ten, twenty, or forty paras per

month, as they feel able. (Ten paras is equal to one cent.) Some
are so poor as to pay in cotton or wheat. In Hoolli, where in two
years they have collected five hundred piasters (twenty dollars)

and subscribed two hundred more, the proceeds will be used to

help build a new chapel, or obtain maps for the girls' school. In

Husenik they have put their money with that of the Young
"Women's Christian Association, who hope to raise enough for a
grand school-building; and they even zealously beg of Gregorians

and Protestants alike for this fund. In Egin they help a poor
girl who has come to Harpoot to school. In Malatia they share

the expenses of the girls' school, three of the women having been

appointed by the brethren as trustees. In Hoh, Hoghi, and
Keserik the chapels are to be better supplied with matting, the

pulpits painted, and seat for preacher cushioned. The women of

Oozoonoba have kept up a society for years, though having no
preacher's wife to labor among them; and many a stray ornament
of silver has gone to swell the proposed fund.

Often a very zealous care for God's house and the comfort of

the pastor's family is evident. Wood and water are cheerfully

brought for the latter. In Choonkoosh, one very rainy day, a

trembling old woman, still brave of heart, came to the chapel and
scanned it all over carefully, to see if it leaked, saying, " Let my
house leak, but not the chapel." A woman in Keserik attended

faithfully to the fall cleaning and white-washing of the chapel

there ; and now again this spring she peremptorily orders the sif-

ters out on the hills for some white earth, saying, " Shall you
whiten and clean your houses for Easter and not God's house?"

bible-women.

A glance over the field reveals to us a new enthusiasm awak-

ened in the matter of reading the Bible. This we believe is largely

due to the earnest labors of twelve Bible-women. We hope to

have at least twenty in the service the present year, with closer

supervision, and in the end larger results. These Bible-readers

are for the most part either preachers' wives, widows, or women
who were formerly in our school and are now married to

laymen. Some of these teach school half the day, as in Haboosie,

wliere the former pastor's wife has a school of thirty-eight pupils.
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and also some thirty-five women under Ler care, a part of whom
she herself reaches every day, sending boys or girls to give lessons

to the rest. Quite a stir has been raised in this village by her

efforts. Another pastor's wife, besides giving lessons to a feve

women, goes three times a week to different quarters of the village

to hold meetings. The village being located in a valley, through

which the wind sweeps unresisted, she is frequently obliged to

wade through deep snowdrifts, and in 'the spring encounters a

sticky, clayey kind of mud, which would dishearten any one less

zealous in the good cause than is this bright-faced, hearty Chris-

tian woman, who, so far, has received no pay for her labors.

Most of our workers receive a small salary, varying from thirty

to eighty piasters per month, according to the prices of food in

different localities and the needs of the worker. In the majority

of places the people assume from one fourth to one third of the

salary. "We endeavor to have each scholar pay ten, twenty, or

forty paras a month for lessons, according to her ability. This is

sometimes paid in money, sometimes in cotton, wheat, etc.

It has also been our special effort this winter to obtain pledges

from those who have grown careless in reading the Bible ; and I

have a very precious little book by me in which I have recorded

the names of those who have promised to read the Bible every day
I, on my part, promising to remember them in prayer daily,

asking for them the Holy Spirit to make them understand

and love the Word of God; also to visit them some months later,

to see how they progress. "We often give them a pretty picture-

card for a mark, and they really have seemed encouraged to make
a new effort to love God's "Word. "We each carry a small satchel

containing Testament, hymn-book, some tracts, and a couple of

primers, to sell or give away. Now mine is new, with bright

steel clasps, and no one is ever satisfied until the contents are

revealed to her curious eyes; and the consequence is, that she has

to part with her last precious piaster, or even runs behind the big

earthern jars to cut off three still more precious ones from her

head-dress for a much-coveted book or tract. They are hungry
for tracts, which we often give away; but I confess that I feel as

if I had "removed mountains" when I sell a book, and have

strong hope for the woman who parts with her money for it. One
Friday, Miss "Wright and I were obliged to send from a near village

to the city for twenty primers, as a good stock we had brought

away with us two weeks before had failed ; and in two days seven

of the twenty were sold, and by the next week all were gone!

These are the bright spots of which I write. It is not profita-

ble to dwell on those things which are discouraging, though, to
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tell the whole, of course such things exist. We mourn the lack of

spirituality, neglect of the Bible, and work for Christ in many
even who are church-members; but though coldness in some
places, and especially differences among the brethren, have hin-

dered work for women (as in one village where they stopped the

women's meetings), still, as a general thing, even where the men
have been quarreling, and backward in all duties toward the

church, the women have taken no part in the discussions, and
have retained much of their former faith and love for Christ's

work. They show deep regret for the troubles in the church, and
still love its pastor and services.

Miss Seymour expects to join me in the work of touring after

July; and as we plan for our teachers and Bible-women the com-
ing year, with sincerest gratitude for the past, it shall be our aim
to form new plans for the advancement of the schools throughout
our field, and find new means of influencing our sisters of this

land, humbly recognizing that ''neither is he that plantetli any-

thing, neither he that watereth, but God that giveth the increase."

Cakoline E. Bush.

TRAVELING EXPERIENCES IN TURKEY.
"We have received the following extracts from letters describing a journey

to the annual meeting of the Eastern Turkey Mission, which may give our
readers some new ideas of this phase of missionary life.

Miss Bush writes:—

You, with us, would have been not a little amused in watching
our caravan, noting the different styles of animals, dress, and

baggage. Later, I counted and found that we were a company
of forty persons and thirty-four animals. There was Dr. Tliom

on his spirited horse named Nebbie Eunice (the prophet Jonah),

and his wife, and Miss Pratt, and Mr. Dewey, all mounted on
horses; while Mr. Browne ambled along by his wife's mojfa, on
what he facetiously calls "Wilkins Micawber," or the "Ruins of

a Fallen Tower" ; and I, of course, was mounted on my brave

"Pet," whose name, by the way, I must seriously think of chang-

ing, he is becoming such a wild, fighting character.

Do you ask, "What are moffas?^^ They are boxes, well cur-

tained around, which hang on either side of a baggage-horse or

mule, the animal being led by a man on foot. Mrs. Browne and

baby Edith were in one side, and the nursemaid and little

Edward in the other. In the same way Nellie and Minnie Thorn

occupied a pair of moffas, and Mrs. Dewey and her little daughter

another pair. There was more or less competition between the

Ilarpoot and Mardin moffagies (leaders), and many were the walk-
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ing-races they had, to our great amusement. Another source of
fun were three donkeys; one, a wee gray one, who, insignificant
as he appeared, was called the " King," and two white Mosul don-
keys, who were tied together and left to "gang their own gait,"
— which was rather an uncertain one, for each had a mind of his
own, and a pretty firm conviction that it was his duty to act
accordingly. Another amusing character was a black man who
was rich, who has two homes, one in Mecca and one in Egypt.
He sat in stately dignity on a loaded horse, often brandishing an
umbrella like a gun, and occasionally taking an ignominious tum-
ble into the mud, considerably ruffling his dignity. Then there
were the little Browne girls, seated in a couple of baskets hung on
either side of a mule, which persisted in following my horse.
Their little heads went bobbing around, but what merry laughter
went up from baskets and moffas as we wound our way over hill

and valley ! Our baggage for the road was in great leather bags
bung on either side of horses and mules. These bags are called

hoorjies. There were other boxes and trunks, all carried in the

same way. The only amusing thing about them was their rolling

ofE at unexpected and inconvenient seasons, causing, I fear, not a

little hard language from the muleteers.

The first night, after a vain hunt for suitable ground in the

village of Harboosie, five hours from Harpoot, we pitched our

tents on the roofs of some houses. What a piece of work it was
to get tents up, camp bedsteads arranged, dinner ready and eaten,

and all o£E to bed and settled for each niglit!

On Thursday there were two notable events during the day:

one, the crossing of the Euphrates about noon under dark and

threatening clouds; the other a violent storm of wind and hail

and rain, just after getting safely over, frightening our horses and

wetting us pretty thoroughly. We were three hours in getting

our large company safely over the river. We could see the

kindest Providence in the fact that no other traveler appeared on

either side during this time to hinder us, but the old scow was as

fully ours as if we had chartered it. I love to see the hand of the

kind Father above in just such things as these.

Tlie next day we journeyed on, comparing notes, and chatting

merrily of the scenery and many things. As the clouds threatened

rain, three o'clock found us settling ourselves in tents on a hill-

side not far from a small village. Here occurred the experience

of our journey.
* No sooner had we comfortably laid ourselves down for the

night, than over us burst a fierce gust of wind, which became a

wild storm of wind and rain, with hailstones the size of walnuts.
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and awful thunder and lightning. It was the most frightful storm
that an 3^ of us had ever experienced. Twice the lightning struck

very near us; the hailstones caused the muleteers' horses to flee

in terror, while mine tore round in a wild way, and I certainly

thought he might come dashing into the tent at any moment.
Mr. Browne stood up and held the tent until his fingers ached
with the hailstones beating on them, while he was soon ankle-

deep in a stream of muddy water which rushed down from the

mountain right through our tent. This carried away shoes, bags,

and every loose article, and we never should have seen them more
had not the bottom of our tent been fastened tight to the ground,
and held them. Mrs. Browne soon lay in a little pond of water in

her bed, which she soaked up, thus managing to keep the baby
dry. Soon my feet felt that a small lake was forming near them,
which I should have been quite content to lie in had it not been
that a stream commenced to pour down upon my head, making
me jump up and stand on the edge of my bed the rest of the time,

shivering from head to foot with fear and cold. I was holding on
to one of the moffas in which Edward had been put to sleep, and
which Mariam, the nursemaid held, pushing it on its very edge,

to prevent his being soaked. The poor child was screaming with

fear, while the other children quietly slept. I gathered up all the

clothing I could reach, one shoe and my bag, and tried to cover

them and my bedding with my rubber cloak; but they were far

from protected, as we found later. Oh, how we waited for the

severity of the storm to pass— with what anxiety lest the tent

shoul(^ fall, and we be struck by lightning or carried away by the

torrent! "What a relief when the storm became a calm!

Dr. Thorn soon came over to see if we were alive. We talked

of going to the village, but feared to venture in the mud and

water. Finally the children were one by one conveyed to the

Mardin tent, which had remained comparatively dry, and were

snugly tucked away with the other dry and happy children, while

Mr. Browne took his wife on his back and Mariam took me, and
we, too, were carried to the same tent. What a welcome we
received, and how good it was to get there ! A big dish of coals

was brought in ; and while we dried our clothing over it, in spite

of the fear and danger through which we had just passed, and the

weariness that oppressed us, the jokes flew around as if we were

seated in a parlor at home. By and by one and another quieted

down, and found a half or a third of a bed to lie on. Sleep was

not to be wooed by any devices, and soon the fumes of the cha*'-

coal began to tell on us, just as some had feared. Diantha Dewey
started from her sleep with a cry that startled us all

;
this was
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followed by Edward Browne's almost going into a convulsion in

my arms. By the time the children were quiet, some of us were
complaining of a severe headache, which drove Mrs. Thom and
Mrs. Dewey out into the open air, where the latter sank down in

a faint in the mud. Mrs. Thom was very ill the rest of the night.

Notwithstanding our misery, the funny people would be funny,

and this sent Mrs. Browne and myself oft" into a slight attack of

hysterics, which we tried in vain to hide. This, of course, afforded

amusement for the whole party. But how shall I describe the

desolation of the next morning ? Mrs. Browne's shoes were found

full of mud; skirts, stockings, a comb, etc., were imbeded in the

soil, and with the greatest difficulty we found clothes to put on.

We spent the time till noon drying clothing, then had to load and
mount quickly, lest we should have another deluge before we
reached our Sabbath resting-place in the village, five hours away.

Here Mr. Browne preached in the Gregorian Church, and Miss

Bush held a meeting with the women. The road became very bad
after this, and the moffas were often in great danger, one side

touching the hillside while the other hung over a precipice— a fre-

quent occurrence in Turkey.

As it rained every day but two of the ten traveling-days, cold

food, mud, and misery were not lacking. Snow-covered mountains
were crossed, but they often passed beautiful flowers, with which
hats and horses, baskets and moffas were adorned. One steep

descent was into the Valley of Gehenna," which they thought
rightly named. ^

Once they lost their way on the mountains, and were lost once
more an hour before reaching their resting-place. Of this. Miss
Bush writes :

" We lost our way in a great marsh, where trunks and
boxes were tumbled off, and Mrs. Dewey's moffa animal lay down,
obliging her to take to the back of a man for r /uveyance, Mr.

Browne struggled through to the village first, feeling himself to be

in greater danger than ever before in his life. He sent out two
guides to us, who at last brought us all safely upon solid land, to

his great relief as he stood and watched our course. Two hours from
the city of Erzroom a great company of friends met us, and there

were warm and merry greetings. With what gratitude for God's

mercies we rode into the city, and entered these hospitable homes I

"

JAPAN.
A JAPANESE BIBLE-WOMAN.

BY MISS A. M. COLBY.

As I begin to write, words of contempt, of unbelief in and rid-

icule of, the work of missions and missionaries that I have heard
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crowd into my mind. Some of these words misled me when a

child, some held me back when Christ's command, " Go ye there-

fore and teach all nations," had come to me in such a way that I

felt that only two things were possible to me— either to go as a

missionary, or to give up my Bible and all pretension to following

Christ. I would that all who say that Christian missions are a

failure, might live for five years with such a woman, to them, now,

simply one of the heathen, as the Woman's Board has lost from

among her ranks of workers on earth.

This woman, whose attractive face arrested the stranger's no-

tice, who is mourned by hundreds of loving friends, and of whom
it has been said that by her death she will be multiplied a hun-

dred-fold in those who have been lifted into the light by her in-

fluence, was ten years ago a most unhappy heathen wife in the

island of Shikoku, Japan, with black teeth and shaven eyebrows.

I do not use the word unhappy in any cant way, simply because

she bowed down to idols of wood and stone, instead of having

been born in a so-called Christian land. She was unhappy. She
belonged to a family of good rank, but while yet a child she lost

her own mother, and spent many years simply as a little nurse-

girl to her step-mother, who showed her no love; at fifteen she

was married to a young samurai, seven years her senior, whom she

had never seen before the day of marriage. Her husband had no
faculty for saving money, and in a few years they were so poor
that she became a dependent in the house of a miserly, though well-

to-do relative, who begrudged her the necessary food; and her

husbtnd came to Osaka, seeking work, ^fisses Gouldy, Stevens,

and Wheeler engaged him and his wife as house-servants, not
knowing that in these raw heathen" they would find a pearl of

such value. The young man, on his side, felt deeply humiliated

to be driven to this menial work with foreigners, and would not

dishonor his own name, but gave an assumed one, which still

clings to him, intending to terminate the engagement whenever he
could do so with advantage. That was in ISTovember of 1876. The
wife was simply known as O Kane San. A Japanese friend has

written me of her awakening into Christianity:

—

" Two of the ladies went to Mino for the summer vacation, and
O Kane San and I went with them, and were taught the Bible by
Mr. Shimamura, who is now teaching in the Doshisha. Her hus-

band sent her many letters urging her to return to Osaka, as he

was too busy and lonely ; but she as often returned answer that she

did not wish to leave Mino, as she wanted to study the Bible with

Mr. Shimamura. Tliis is the cause why he began to hate O Kane
San. She tried to study as much as she could, but she was too much
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excited to do much then, and wrote very unkindly to her husband.

This was the reason that he hated Christianity so long; but after a

few years she became a true Christian. Of course she believed the

Bible, and became a Christian in a few months after that, but her

husband would not permit her to be baptized until the January of

1879. She then became Miss Gouldy's Bible-woman, and went
everywhere with her, teaching the women, until Miss Gouldy went
to America." After Miss Gouldy left she became my Bible-woman.

She was always frail, and suffered greatly from diseased lungs.

Two or perhaps more years ago, her husband yielded to the quiet

influence continually at his side, and became also a Christian — and
more than that, one of the leaders in every Christian enterprise,

even being one of our school committee. Although O Kane San
had been taught all that a Japanese woman was supposed to need

to know, she had never attended school until after she was thirty

years of age, when she began the study of English in our school,

where she also taught a Bible class. She was endowed by nature

with wonderful tact, taste, and simple dignity of manner, that led

all to seek her help in every direction. Her humble home was the

resort of all classes and conditions of humanity, from the wife of

the former chief-judge of Osaka, now promoted to senatorship,

who sought her advice as a sister, to the lowliest beggar, who re-

ceived equally kind attention. As a friend has said, From her

rank she might well have demanded to have been waited upon," but

she served without any appearance of discontent in any way, how-
ever menial, that presented itself. I have heard that she has said

that she had to continually fight against indolence and pri*le, but

those sins were never shown to others.

Her final illness was short and acute. A few moments before

the last, she said to her pastor, who was sitting near her, " I

thought I should go to-day." Her husband inquired, "Do you
mean to heaven?" She answered, "Yes." She soon asked to be

lifted up, and a neighbor, a beautiful woman whom she had led

into the light of Christianity, took her into her arms, when with-

out a struggle she ended her earthly life. Mrs. Kane Tamaji
passed from earth to heaven, April 4, 1885.

She left many words of remembrance for her friends. Respect-

ing her father, who is not yet a Christian, she said :
" I have always

written about Christianity, but I cannot write any more, so please

tell him to believe in Christ. I will wait for him in heaven."

She left this message with her pastor for the church-members:

Please say for me to my brothers and sisters, that I want you to

wash one another's feet (John, thirteenth chapter, fourteenth

verse)
;
fight the good fight, and come to my Father's house. I am
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going first, and will wait and pray for your coming." I was away,

and in great perplexity, and she sent me these words, "I will

watch over her and pray for her from heaven."

Mr. Sawayama said at her funeral, that he had heard many say,

" She first led me to Christ." " So," he continued, I say to my
brothers and sisters, please work for Christ like this sister, and let

it be said of you, ' He or she was my first leader into Christianity.' "

Mr. Miyegawa, her pastor, made the thought very plain that, al-

though her life had been bright and shining above and before them
all, yet it was not beyond the attainment of the humblest. He has

since said to me, " If she had died two years ago I should have

been very much disheartened, but now she will be multiplied a

hundred-fold. Several of the woman said to her before she left

this world, to comfort her, "I will take up your work, and do it

just as far as I am able." *'Her virtue consisted in being filled

with the love of Christ," and her chief characteristic was faithful-

ness in the small as well as the great things of life. Several asked

for her old Bible (the Xew Testament only), which was full of

marks and references— her helps in teaching. It was divided, her

husband keeping one half, the other half being given to a young
man to whom she had been a spiritual mother.

God grant that her life may be multiplied a hundred-fold, not

only in "heathen Japan," but also in civilized America, and
wherever her name may be told, as a memorial of the precious oint-

ment of a loving life that she gave, without stint, to the cause of

Christ.

INDIA.

WORK OF THE BIBLE-WOMEN IN THE MADURA
MISSION.

FROM THE AXNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSION.

There are nineteen Bible-women employed by the mission at the

various stations. This work for Hindu women is of comparatively

recent commencement, yet it has grown into one of the most im-

portant departments of our evangelical work.

From Battalagundu, Mrs. Chandler writes : We have three Bi-

ble-women. One of these works at Pammanpatti and in the neigh-

boring villages; she has four regular pupils, who are very anxious

to learn to read. - The other two women work in the town of Bat-

talagundu, and are kindly received; they have been admitted to

forty new houses the past year.

Of the work in Tirumangalam Mrs. Tracy, writes: It has
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been interrupted to some extent by the death of the Bible-woman,
Samiyadial, who was for many years a faithful, quiet worker in

Tirumangalam. She had been in failing health for some time, and
died a triumphant, happy death. The last words that were heard
from her lips were those of the lyric, " Just as I am, without one
plea, O lamb of God, I come, I come." During the later years of her
life, in lonely widowhood, alone and childless, she was always
cheerful and faithful in her service. She bore her cross with gen-

tle patience, and at last has laid it down in exchange for a crown
which an angel would envy.

Some mention should also be made of another worker who has

this year gone from service to rest— the wife of the station cate-

chist at Tirumangalam. She was a woman who seemed to gather

into her life the graces and sweetnesses which are born of Chris-

tianity. In her home and among her neighbors she exemplified the

best that Christianity has yet accomplished for woman. To say

that she was a model for native women, is only to say what all

who knew her felt. Her monument will yet be seen when time

shall bring into the Lord's service the children whom she trained

in Christian nurture, and consecrated to him in humble, fervent

prayer. Many heathen women came to her stricken family with

their testimony of sympathy, saying only between their sobs, " O
mother, golden mother!" Such lives as hers are barbed arrows

of conviction, finding lodgment in many a heart outwardly un-

moved. They are the ripe fruitage of the gospel.

Of the work in Madura, Mrs. Capron reports: Seven Bible-

women with their assistants, in all 10 workers, have been employed
during the year. We have had under instruction 888 women, of

whom 335 have been reading the Bible. Eight women have died, 143

have moved away, 12 have left for various causes, leaving 660 with

us, of whom 255 are reading the Bible. Of the 143 who have

moved away, 80 have carried their Bibles with them. There have

been visited 851 houses where we have no learners, and 9,370 lis-

teners have had the Bible read and explained to them. In the

month of January we had a special mission. Eight verses on

What God thinks of sin" were selected, and the Bible-women

read and explained them in every house where they could find en-

trance. In tliat month alone we had 2,359 listeners. In November
we carried all over the city the sweetest and brightest verses on
" God's love for us " that we could find. We found our way into

137 new houses; and if some smiled nt us as if we were harm-
less enthusiasts, they were evidently impressed by the message.

One woman followed the Bible-woman from one house to another,

so eager was she to hear more. In a week she died of cholera.
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We all had the feelinj? that we were the King's messengers, and that

our main business was to proclaim his love for us. In the streets

where we observed the most interest cholera has removed many.
The two notable features of the year's work have been the open-
ing among silk-weavers, of whom twelve are now studying with
us, and the return to us of those who had left us because of their

own indifference or the opposition of their relatives.

Mrs. Howland reports : The work of the Bible-woman in Arup-
akittai is more and more interesting. Thirty-four Hindu women
and girls are now under instruction. It is interesting to notice

that a number have purchased Bible portions, that they may read
and study for themselves. What seems to afEect them most deeply,

is the story of Christ's sufferings and death. "Why did he suffer

all these cruelties ? " they will ask. When the reason is explained,

they seem ready to receive him as their Saviour with their whole
heart. Some show a desire to openly profess their faith, but the

bondage of caste hinders them. The Bible-woman visits on an
average thirty persons daily, and reads with them from the Gos-
pels. It is encouraging that in many cases the men try to aid

their wives and daughters, by removing the difficulties in the way
of their study. The cordial greetings I receive from time to time,

and their hearty response to the instruction given, assures me that

there are here souls not far from the kingdom.

A woman who was badly burned sent at once for the Bible-

woman. Without mentioning her suffering, she exclaimed, " The
Lord Jesus loves me; I know it." When the Bible-woman read to

her about the three men in the fiery furnace, her delight could not

find expression. It has been interesting to notice an increasing

disposition on the part of our more intelligent readers to read to

others. Our former schoolgirls are helpful in this respect. A
man stopped a Bible-woman, one day, to say to her that he had
noticed her faithful work, going in and out of the houses, and

added :
" Your seed is bringing forth fruit. I hear these women

reading aloud evenings." The work of the year has been im-

usually interesting, and more anxiously than ever have we tried to

lead our dear friends to confess Christ openly. There is entire

fearlessness in reading the Bible at home, and frank expression of

conviction of the truth. May our duty be made plain to us all,

both to teachers and taught.

Since we are so much iaterested in medical work, through Mrs.

Capron, we add a few words on the general subject from Dr.

Chester. To those who are watching the general influence of

mission dispensary work in India, it is most interesting to notice
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that not only is the prejudice of the natives against European
treatment diminishing, but that the people are beginning to learn

the value of dispensaries. "We still have to bear patiently with
many of the inconveniences of ancient and Oriental custom. The
patients who take six days' medicine in one, to get well the sooner;

w^ho chew up pills as if they were sugar-plums, instead of swallow-

ing them direct; who are astonished if they are not ordered to ob-

serve all the strict diet of the native doctors, and so die of

starvation, if not of disease,— are not all extinct.

But worse than all this is the evil habit too many of the natives

have of trying all sorts and kinds- of native doctors and native

treatment, including city, town, and village doctors, Hindu and
Mohammedan cow doctors, and old women, until there is very

little left of them but skin and bones before coming to the dispen-

sary; and then expect to be cured in a day! Among the many,

however, are a few patients loyal to the dispensary and to Euro-

pean treatment, and it is a pleasure to see the improvement most
of these make.

The total number of cases treated this year in the Madura and

Dindigul mission dispensaries has been 58,406, of which 21,256

were new cases, or those coming for the first time to the dispen-

sary.

A CHRISTIA^q- TRAmiNG-SCHOOL FOR NURSES IN KIOTO,

In the March Life and Light we miide a proposition to our young
ladies to erect a building in Japan that should be at once a home for our

lady missionaries, a center for Christian work and influence, and for the

medical benefit of Japanese women. Plans that were then talked of did not

mature quite as was expected, and it has been a source of regret to us that

we have not been able to present the matter in a definite shape the past few

months. "We are now able to present the plan of the work to be established,

kindly written out for us by Dr. Berry, whose medical experience in Japan
enables him to write as one who knows whereof he affirms. We are sorry that

valuable time, and, we fear, some enthusiasm, has been lost by the delay; but

we hope our young ladies will take up the work during the remaining months

of the year with a zest and energy that will insure its success. Thei^whole ex-

pense will probably be about §5,500, of which the Japanese themselves will

assume a portion. The sum which we ask is $4,000, to be raised in shares of ten

dollars each. Of this we have recieved at the time of writing (Aug. 20th) $860,

JAPAN.

BY JOHN C. BERRY, M.D.
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leaving a little more than $3,000 to be raised before the first of January.
This will require real, persistent effort, but we believe it can be done. "We
have great faith in the ability of our young ladies to accomplish what they

heartily undertake.

By few people is the value of hygiene more appreciated than

by the Japanese ; and yet, perhaps in no land is the art of nursing

in a more primitive state. While it has been the writer's experi-

ence to witness his directions for the care of the sick listened to

and noted down by friends with anxiety, lest something of impor-

tance be lost, yet he has not infrequently witnessed efforts for the

relief of the sick frustrated, aijd life itself jeopardized, by the mis-

guided attentions of well-meaning but ignorant friends. The
fact, however, remains, that among few people are more conscien-

tious efforts made to carry out the instructions of the physician

in the sick-room than in Japan, affording proof that the value of

nursing is fully appreciated there, though its art is poorly under-

stood. Our missionary ladies are probably consulted upon noth-

ing more frequently by the mothers of Japan, yea, and by the

fathers, too, than upon points pertaining to the care of children

and the nursing of the sick ; and a Christian nurse with tact, and
a thorough knowledge of her profession, would be one of the most
welcome visitors that could enter a Japanese house.

If, as has been generously expressed by a prominent missionary

brother, a missionary physician is a missionary and a half, a

devoted and conscientious missionary nurse in Japan would be a

double missionary; and if, as is contemplated, she is enabled, by

the generosity of her sisters in America, to have a home and train-

ing-class w^iere, from the churches of different regions, her native

sisters may come and acquire a knowledge of those practical

helps in the care of the sick which she has acquired here, her in-

fluence for good will be indefinitely multiplied.

At the General Missionary Conference, held in Osaka, in 1883,

a resolution was unanimously adopted to the effect that the condi-

tion of Japan, and the character of Japanese women, combine to

make that a field of rare promise for the work of competent and

devoted Christian ladies in training Japanese women as nurses,

there being many points in the Japanese character well suited to

such work, but no knowledge whatever at present as to how to

make use of them.

Wliile ready, therefore, to educate all who may apply for

admission to the school, and who shall subsequently be at liberty

to en^ge in hospital or private work, as Providence may direct,

yet the primary object of the proposed institution will be to train

Christian women who shall, in Kioto and elsewhere, where
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churches exist, devote themselves to Christian -work among the

sick,— making use of their professional knowledge as the mission-

ary physician makes use of his professional knowledge,— to relieve

suffering, allay prejudice, win confidence, afford a practical illus-

tration of Christian charity— all to give greater efficacy to personal

efforts for Christ.

Its general conduct, therefore, may be outlined as follows:—
(1.) A competent missionary lady, who has a thorough knowl-

edge of the language, and tact in personal work, to take charge

of the Christian training of the women, giving them a comprehen-

sive knowledge of the Scriptures, and a practical training (by

visits, etc.) in the manner of conducting city missionary work. *

(2.) An experienced and thoroughly trained nurse, to have the

immediate care of the more distinctly professional features of the

school, listening to recitations, and, by personal attention to the

sick in the Mission Hospital wards, and elsewhere, afford that

practical instruction so essential to intelligent nursing.

(3.) That such didactic instruction as may be required in med-
ical, surgical, ophthalmic, and obstetrical nursing, be given by
the missionary physician of the station.

(4.) That the city and its suburbs be divided off into districts;

and the women, after one year of training, be assigned, in suitable

numbers, to those districts to work for a certain number of hours

each day, visiting all known cases of want, co-operating, as far as

practicable, with the native physicians, and imparting, upon all

proper occasions, a knowledge of the truth and the consolations

of the Christian religion : after two years of work and study, to

graduate, and then return to the stations and churches whence
they came, and there, as independent workers in their own neigh-

borhoods, as Christian nurses supporting themselves in hospitals

or private families, or as missionary nurses encouraged, if neces-

sary, by the churches, labor to Christianize the land.

The need for this work is urgent; its sphere of influence is

wide; the ripened harvest waiting to be garnered is "the hun-

dred-fold."

4-*->

A WORD IN SEASON.

One pleasant June evening, as a company of young people

met together for their weekly reading, one of the number

*The name of Miss Talcott, who is -widely known as one of the most effi-

cient workers on the foreign field, has been suagested in this connection, anti

she has expressed herself as prepared to regard such a relation with favor.
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exclaimed, O I'm so thankful I reached home safely from our
fishing expedition this afternoon!"

"Why don't you put a cent in the mite-box, then?" ^vas

quickly suggested by another.

A missionary jug, devoted to the interests of a boys' mission-

ary society, was close at hand, and a dime was soon transferred

into it from the pocket of the thankful young man.
The others around the table would not be behind in this

remembrance of mercies, so the little jug was heavier by many
pennies before the close of that evening.

Xor was that all, for, through the interest aroused there, two
young men asked that they each might have a missionary jug.

So when the boys break their jugs in the fall, they will be happily

surprised by the addition of two to their little army.

This was only a tiny seed sown, and it all came from a chance
word, showing how we all may do much by using faithfully just

such opportunities as come to us. I.

"Mrs. Brown," said the pastor's wife, "I wish you would
come to our missionary meeting this week."

"Well, I don't know; I don't get out much," answered Mrs.

Brown, evasively.

"I know you must be very busy with your large family and

dairy, but perhaps it would rest you to come; we limit the exer-

cises to an hour, so they are not tiresome."

"I didn't say I was too tired to go; I'm as strong as most
folTcs, I guess. But, Miss Allen, I fail to see what earthly good it

does,— your gettin' together and talkin' about Chiny, and Har-

poot, and Koto. You get little enough money, and nobody seems

to care much. Seems to me you might find plenty of work
nearer home."

"My dear Mrs. Brown," said the pastor's wife, impulsively,

" I thank you for your honesty and frankness. You have proba-

bly expressed the thoughts of many of our neighbors, for I am
very unsuccessful in my attempts to awaken an interest in this

work. May I tell you my reasons for deeming the work of great

importance? "

LOOKING BEYOND THE HILLS.

BY ESTHER CONVERSE.
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" Certainly," replied Mrs. Browu. " I didn't mean any offense ;

I'm pretty free-spoken; I generally say what I think," she added,

proudly.

"You gave no offense, and I am glad you have spoken; Ave

cannot fight shadows. I am going to give you first a selfish view

of the work. I need not remind you of the narrowness of a

woman's life. The four walls of her home often limit her thoughts

for days. I am sure you have sometimes felt the cramping, de-

pressing influences of this."

" Yes; " interrupted Mrs. Brown; " only last night I stood at

the sink washin' dishes and lookin' off onto the hills yonder, and

it came over me like a surprise that there was something beyond

;

and then came a kind of bitter feelin' that I must go on washin'

dishes, and mendin', and never know anything about it."

"Such thoughts are natural to most of us; and anything that

sets in motion new currents of thought, broadens our sympathies,

or rouses our intellect, cannot fail to be beneficial. Then, we
revive our knowledge of geography; we learn of the manners and

customs of other lands. I havn't time to speak of half the sub-

jects in which I have become interested since ray connection with

this society. To the rich it is invaluable ; it occupies much leisure

time, and draws them from frivolity. Money that would, perhaps,

be foolishly spent, is turned into useful chaimels. It helps to take

us out of ourselves; it furnishes themes worthy of thought and

speech, and in our prayers for others, we ourselves may, and do,

receive a blessing."

"There's another thing," again interrupted Mrs. Browu:
" prayin', I must say, is quite beyond me. I was all of a tremble

the last time I went, for fear I'd be called on. I believe my words
would have raised no higher'n the ceihn', and settled down on us

all again like a chill."

" I'm sorry you feel so ; if you will come again you need not fear

that. You say we get little money ; that is true, but even a little

helps. A little money goes a great way in China or India, in

clothing and educating the children, or feeding the hungry; and

kind words of sympathy are fully appreciated by those faithful

teachers. Why should they spend their lives in those far-away

lands more than we?
" I know that the recollection of our interest and sympathy

strengthens them for their work. I leaye it to your own loving

lieart to tell you of the cup of cold water given in His name, and

to remind you that —
' Whate'er we do for tliiue, O Lord,

"NYe do it unto thee.'
"
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" Well, Miss Allen, I'll come. What you say about geography
is true. I used to be real good in that; but last night, when
father says, 'Where's Boocharest?' it came upon me suddenly,

like aglow out of the dark; I hadn't an idea— but, land! Annie
spoke right up, and says, Til show you, father!' She knew!"

Mrs. Brown was present at the next meeting, and listened to

the exercises with apparent interest. Returning home, the Sun-

day dress seemed to give a feeling of Sunday leisure, and instead

of resuming at once her usual sewing or mending, she opened a

geography left on the table by the children.

"Annie," said she, "where is Ezeroon? I heard a letter read

to-day from a missionary there, and I don't know where under the

canopy it is." "I'll show you, mother," said Annie, kneeling by
her side ; "we've been studying about it lately, and our teacher has

a brother, not far away, who is a missionary. She tells us wonder-
ful things about the country. Mother," she asked, earnestly, " do
you suppose I can ever see any of these places I study about?"

Mrs. Brown gave a startled glance at the flushed face so near

her own, and carelessly answered, " O, may be you will."

" Is it wrong for me to say I will go there sometime ?
"

"iVlon't know, child; you'd better not talk about it." Mrs.

Brown had resumed her sewing, and her needle flew through her

work as she thought, "What if she should go to foreign lands!

What if I sliould give a child to the work ! Could I ? And may be

her letters would be read in missionary meetings, and her name
come out in print in the Life and Light! I guess I should be

mighty proud of that! After all, what better could come to the

child? I won't say anything to her, but I believe I'll put down a

few steppin'-stones."

She arose and went to the bureau-drawer, where, under a pile of

handkerchiefs, lay the old j^ortmonnaie containing the few dollars

saved in those wonderful ways known only to prudent housewives.

"I'll subscribe for the Life and Light and Missionary Herald!

Miss Allen called for names, and I'll send Annie right over."

Before night the "stepping-stones" were laid that aided the

daughter in after years to climb to the height of unselfishness and

self-abnegation that enables one to leave father and mother, home,

friends, and native land for labor in the vineyard where the abun-

dant harvest awaits its reapers.

Mrs. Brown was induced to take a "field," in which, through

the influence of enthusiastic Annie, she became interested. Day
after day as she stood at her dish-washing her thoughts wandered
away to the wonderful country she located before the hills that

bound lier vision ; and while her hands were employed in their
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monotonous labor, she often thought of the occupation of her peo-

ple— their dress, homes, food, amusements; and her questions in

regard to these subjects greatly aided Mrs. Allen in maintaining

the interest of the meetings. Her interest in the Sunday-school

lessons increased, and often led to more extended research and
thought. Can any one doubt that her own happiness also in-

creased, and that husband, home, and children gained by the

change ?

When, unasked, her voice was raised in prayer with an earnest-

ness that carried all hearts to that throne of grace from whence
such prayers descend in gentle dews of divine blessing, Mrs. Allen

was greatly moved. Truly," she said, '*in laboring for, in think-

ing of others, we ourselves are blessed ; the two are one. We labor

for foreign lands, but the larger blessing falls in our midst, even

on our own hearts. Foreign work is home work, after all."

When in after years letters were read at missionary gatherings

from the zealous teacher who was so untiring in her devotion to

her work, no one guessed the pride and joy of that white-haired

mother who once found no pleasure in missionary words and
work. Her life had been broadened, her soul enriched. Home
walls and surrounding hills had no power to shut in a spirit that

had broken its fetters, and claimed, in its unselfishness, kinship

with the ignorant and oppressed of every nation and clime.

MISSIONARY MEETING IX PROVIDENCE, R. 1.

A MEETING was held Sabbath evening, August 5th, in the Be-

neficent Church, Providence,which marks an era in the history of

the churches of Rhode Island in regard to the work of foreign

missions. It has been known for some time that two young la-

dies, members of prominent churches in this city, had made ap-

plication, and had been accepted, to tlie Woman's Board in Boston,

and were soon to leave for their destined fields. As they were to

sail from New York, it seemed desirable that the meeting of rec-

ognition and farewell should be held in the circle of their friends,

before leaving home. The Secretaries in Boston heartily con-

curred in the arrangement, and deputed Secretary Alden to rep-

resent them on the occasion. Other services were omitted in the

different churches, in order that pastors and people might partici-

pate in this one.

In the opening statement the pastor of the church, Rev. Dr.

Yose, made brief mention of the ladies who had consecrated them-

selves to the service of Christ in foreign lauds, and added, what was

a surprise to many, that the parties in question were the first to rep-

resent the churches of the state in so important an undertaking.
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Such an introduction seemed at once to invest them with additional

honor as the first representatives of the churches on such a liigh

and holy service. Several of the other pastors made addresses, one
of whom took up the thought of self-denial, so prominent in the

minds of many in connection with work in the foreign fields; and
while admitting that in certain places there must needs be trials and
hardships, yet claiming that in any just estimate of affairs, the joys

of the service far overbalanced its discomforts. No happier persons
can be found than those enlisted in the work of foreign missions, as

shown in the lives and testimony of the missionaries themselves.

It was added by another speaker that persons would be happy in

proportion as they became divested of selfish ends and aims, and
devoted themselves to doing good to others, and hence, where con-

secration to Christ was entire, there would be experienced the

supreme of earthly bliss. Whole-hearted, earnest missionaries

were not, therefore, to be pitied, but to be congratulated, for the se-

cret of bliss was theirs.

Dr. Alden, as the representative of the American Board, in ac-

cepting the missionaries, gave interesting details in regard to the

fields of labor to which they were respectively assigned and the

persons with whom they were to be associated, dwelling impres-

sively on the thought which was always recognized in the Rooms
of the Executive Committee,— that it is God who selects the

missionaries, and appoints them their places of work; and in con-

cluding, while referring to the important labors done by Christian

women in extending the kingdom of Christ, he said the New
Version had happily caught tlie true meaning of the eleventh vei se

of Psalm sixt3''-eight. "The Lord giveth the word: the women
that published the tidings are a great host."

Tlie meeting throughout was pervaded by a spirit of solemnity

and power; and when Thomas Laurie, D.D., whose early consecra-

tion had been to mission-work in the Orient, and which he laid

down, with such regret, in broken health, led the great congrega-

tion in prayer, and sought for those so soon to depart such vigor

of health that they might never be constrained to return, the im-

pression had probably reached its height that none then and there

were so blessed as those two, henceforth to be known as our first

foreign missionaries.

During the few days that remained before their departure, Miss

Koot, of the Madura Mission, and Miss Jillson, destined to Smyrna,

were the recipients of generous tokens from friends. Their names
and characters will be cherished in loving remembrance ; and fer-

vent prayers ascend in the meetings of the churches for rich bless-

ings to attend them always. They sailed from New York on the

morning of July 30th. J. T.
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WOMAN'S BOARD OP MISSIONS.
Rkckipts from July 18 to August 18, 1885.

Maine Branch. — Mrs. "W. S.
Daua.Tieas. Williston Cong.
Ch., %2Q\ Bethel, First Ch.,
Aux., prev. contri. const.
L. :M, Miss Lucretia B. Col-
burn, $9, Second Cli., S. S.,

$21; Mechanic Falls, Aux.,
S;l9; Lewiston, Pine St. Ch.,
Aux., $30; Madison, Aux., $4;
Portland, Miss M. M. Holt's
S. S. Class, $3; So. Bridgton,
S. S., $30, 51136 00

CoatiJie.— Desert Palm Soc'y,
prev. contri. const. L.M. Miss
Mary F. Duren, 10 00

Oldtoimi. — Little Children's
M. C, 2 50

Total,

>-EW HAMPSHIRE.

SU8 50

Hew HampshireBranch.—
A. E. McIntire.Treas. Atkin-
son, Aux., $14, Flowers of
Hope, prev. contri. const. L.
M. Miss Mary A. Dow, $11;
Bath, Aux., $18.40; Brent-
wood, Cheerful Givers, $10;
Clareinont, Aux., of wh. $25
const. L. M. Mrs. Sarah C.
Chapin, $30; Cornish, Aux.,
$9.50; Goffstown, Aux., $24;
Great Falls,Aux.,$50; Keene,
First Cong. Ch., Aux., $43;
Kingston, Aux., $15.65; Mil-
ford, Aux., $50, const. L. M's
Mrs. Nathan Jewett, Mrs.
Oliver H.Foster; New Bos-
ton, Aux., $8; No. Hampton,
Aux., $22; Pembroke, Aux.,
$12; Salem, Aux., $10; Tam-
worth, Mrs. F. Davis, $25;
Troy, Aux., $15.50; Wilton,
Mistletoe B a n d, $5 ; \V i n-
chester, Aux., prev. contri.
const. L, M. Mrs. Charlotte
A. S m 1 1 h, $21 ; Laconia,
Aux., §25, $419 05

Franklin.— A Friend, 2 00

Total,

VERMONT.

$421 05

Vermont Branch.— Mrs. T. M.
Howard, Treas. Burlington,
Aux., $25; East Berkshire,
Aux.,prev. contri. const.L.M.
Mrs. E. W. Hatch, $6.50;

Essex Centre, Aux., $13;
Jamaica, Willing Workers,
const. L. M. IVIrs. Lucy R.
Kellogg, $25; Woodstock,
Aux., prev. contri. const. I..

M. Mrs. Paulina R. Haskell,
$18,

Barre. — Ladies of Cong. Ch.,
Peacham. — A Friend,
St. Johmbunj. — Member of
No. Cong. Cli.,

$87 50

10 00
2 00

Total,

MASSACHUSETTS.

$100 ;";o

Andoverand WoburnBranch.—
MissE. F.Wilder.Treas. Lex-
ington, Aux., $.').90; Billerica,
Aux., $9; Lawrence, So. St.

Ch., Aux., $13; No. Woburn,
Aux., $11.30,

Berkshire Branch. — Mrs. S. N.
Russell, Treas. Hinsdale,
Egeirometha Soc'y,

Essex So. Co. Bra7ich.— Miss
S. W. Clark, Treas. Boxford,
Earnest Workers, $25; Essex,
Helping Hands, $44,

Franklin Co. Branch. — Miss
L. A. Sparhawk, Treas.
Ashfield, Aux., $45; Green-
field, Aux., $3.35,

Hampshire Co. Branch.— Miss
I. G. Clarke, Treas. Hatfield,
A u X., $82, W i d e - Awakes,
$23.35; No. Hatfield, Merry
Winners, $14.75; Westhamp-
ton, M. C, $30,

Lawrence.— Lawrence St. Ch.,
Aux., of wh. $50 const. L. M's
Mrs. Wm. P. Anderson, ]Miss

Hannah Cole,
Leicester. — Strawberry Hill
Gleaners,

Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. E. H.
Warren, Treas. Saxonville
June Blossoms,

Norfolk and PilgHm Branch.—
Mrs. F. Shaw, Treas. Quincy,
Aux., Mrs. Ira French, $1.10;
Plymouth, Pilgrim Stepping
Stones, $145; Randolph, Me
morial M. C. $60; Brockton,
Aux., $50,

A'eerf/iani.. — Joanna E. Mills,

Old Colony Branch.— Miss F.

J. Runnels, Treas. New Bed-
ford,Aux.,$210, Union Work-
ers, F. M. Soc'y, $30; Attle-
boro Falls, Aux., $3; Fall
River, Willing Helpers, $3,

$39 20

10 00

69 00

104 00

7 50

256 10
50 00

246 00
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Stitfolk Branch. — Miss M. B.
Oliild, Treas. Boston, Berke-
ley St. Ch.,Y.L.M.C., 812.70;
East Boston, Maverick Cli.,

Madura Aux., of wh. $25 by-

Mrs. Albert Bowker, const.
L. M. Miss Mary T. Caldwell,

;
Roxbury, Eliot Aux.,

prev. contri. const. L. M.
Miss Mary E. Bell, $20;
Jamaica Plain, Central Cong.
Ch., S;126; Chelsea, Central
Cli., Aux., $28; East Somer-
ville, Franklin St. Ch., Aux.,
$25; Maiden, Aux., const.
L. M. Miss Esther Lowry,
$2.3; Dedham, Asylum Dime
Soc'y, $1.20; Foxboro, Aux.,
.S35, $473 90

Worcester Co. Branch. — Mrs.
G. AV. Russell, Treas. No.
Brookfield, Aux., $17.21;
Happy Workers, $40; Mill-
burv, 'Second Ch., Aux., $60;
S<)uthbridge,Aux.,S20; West-
boro, Aux., $35; Lancaster,
Aux., prev. contri. const.
L. M. Miss Carrie Litchfield,

$15; Worcester, Woman's
M iss'y Soc'y of Old South Ch.,
$50.78; Piedmont Ch.,$45; Sa-
lem St. Ch., $30, 312 99
Wrentham.— Ams.., G7 00

Total, $1,864 14

CONNECTICUT.

New Haven Branch.— J.
Twining, Treas. Bridgeport,
Aux., of wh. $25 by Mrs.
Mary W. Hawley, const, self
L. M., and $25 by Mrs. Henry
Elliott, const. L. M. JVIiss Jen-
nie E. Sanderson, and $25 by
Mrs. Lizzie Lockwood, const.
L. M. Miss Mary E. Andrews,
$115.07; No. Ch. S. S., $30;
Brookfield Centre, Aux.,
$6.50; East Haven, Y. L.
M. C, $7.74; Easton, Aux.,
$10; Greenwich, Bearers of
Light, $24.43; Little Neigh-
bors, $15.40; Litchfield, Aux.,
$02.17; Meriden, Centre Ch.,
Willing Workers, $30; jNIid-

dletown. First Ch., Aux., $80;
Gleaners, $40; New Britain,
South Ch., Standard Bear-
ers, $10; New Haven, United
Ch.,Y. L. M. C, $20; NortU
JVladison, Aux., $7.35; Nor-
walk, Aux., $100, Sunbeams,
$4.50, S. S., $10; Ridgebury,
Aux. ,$5 ;

Salisbury,Aux.,$35

;

Stratford, Y. L. M. C, $27;
Wallingford, Aux., $34.78, $674 94

HaHford Branch— 'M\%<^ A.
Morris, Treas. Hartford,

Park Ch., Aux., $10; Fourth
Ch., Aux., $25; Unionville,
Aux., $22; Tolland, Aux., $8, $65 00

Stratford.— Y. L. M. C, 5 00

Total,

NEW YORK.

$744 94

New York State Branch.—
Mrs. G. H. Norton, Treas.
Poughkeepsie, Young
People's Aux., $25; Elmira,
Park Ch., Aux., $30; Baiting
Hollow, Aux., $10; Oswego,
Y. L. M. S., $10; Jamestown,
M. C, $25; Rochester, Mt.
Hor, Miss'y Friends, $10.50;
Oxford, Aux., $40, Little
Women, $16; Brooklyn, Mrs.
L. G. H., $10; Copenhagen,
Aux., $20, $196 50

Itochester.— Mrs. George W.
Davison. 2 00

Total,

PEKKSYLVAXIA.

it?198 50

Spring Creek.— Cong. Ch., $10 00
PAiZa.— Mrs. Kate Buck,
const, self L. M., 25 00

Total, $35 00

St. Augustine.— Colored Union
Bible School, ' $15 00

Total, $15 00

INDIANA.

Lowell.— Mrs. E. N. Morey, $3 00

Total, $3 00

MICHIGAN.

Grand ierfgre.— Elizabeth T.
Halcomb, $2 00

Coveri.— Ladies' Miss'y Soc'y, 10 00

Total, $12 00

SOUTH AFKIGA.

Inanda Seminary.— $5 00

Total, $5 00

General Funds, $3,547 63
Weekly Pledge, 1 34
Leaflets, 8 62

Morning Star, 4 05

Total, $3,561 64

Miss Emma Cakruth, Treasurer.



CHINA.
TniES OF REFRESHING.

BY MISS ADA HAVEX.

Miss Haven wrote from Peking, April 24th :—

We are expecting four China Inland missionaries. Three of

them belong to a party of seven University men just out, who
have been holding revival meetings in Shanghai. Among the con-

verts there is the rector of the foreign cathedral, who says if this

is conversion, he never was converted before. He has been preach-

ing fourteen years.

Again, May 7th, she writes:—

"We have had a visit from some of Hudson Taylors new mission-

aries. Among his recent accessions are seven or eight from Cam-
bridge University. The seven who lately arrived in Shanghai are

not all college men. One is from the army, and one from the

Royal Artillery. Of the college men, one, Mr. Studd, was the

champion cricketer, hero of many a field. Another one, of whom
you will hear much, is Stanley Smith. One thing that surprised me
much to hear was the interest now existing in England for the

missionary cause, especially among the Cambridge students. At
their farewell meetings there, fifty arose and pledged themselves to

the work. I heard one man say, that in England there were at

least a thousand men and women whose hearts were burning with

desire to come to China. Though some may be prevented, the

outcome of this must be a noble army of English missionaries for

China.

From another letter we take the following:—
To tell you just what we have received would be a long story;

and what we hope still further to receive would be a longer story

still— one that will last to all eternity. I say we, for the foreign

community has been shaken to its foundations. We have had
meetings with the new-comers of the Inland Mission every after-

noon and evening for the last ten days. They are over, now. The
carts are being packed that are to take the three brethren away.

What we have been praying for is the descent of the Holy Spirit.

We have been literally tarrying for it, waiting to be endued with

power from on high. We have all received a very special blessing.

As yet it has manifested itself only in our own hearts, but we are

still tarrying and waiting, and it must and will show itself in our

work before long.

(385)
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May 19th. Perhaps I can get as far to-day as to tell you about

these men. There were three of the new-comers, and Mr. Bailer, of

Che Foo. Mr. Bailer is a very attractive man, tall, handsome, and
very winning in his manners. He and his wife have charge of the

missionaries' children at Che Foo. He came up to escort the young
men, who, having just arrived, were of course helpless. The Chi-

nese were very much moved and interested with a talk he gave

them on Sunday. He took almost no part in the meetings for for-

eigners, leaving that to the young men. But he has the same
thing that I have always observed in every one of that society

wlioui I have met— a certain depth and earnestness of Christian

character, and a consecration to the service of the Lord. I thought
tiist that this came from giving up all that makes life attractive in

a worldly point of view, and going into the interior to live among
the Chinese, in Chinese dress, living on Chinese food— in short,

giving up everything. But I know now what gives the consecra-

tion to the members of the Taylor Mission. It consists simply in

giving up everything else held dear, and tarrying for the Spirit,

waiting to be filled. We have been waiting together, all the mis-

sionaries of Peking. Xever have I attended such meetings before.

No one could go and come away the same as when he went. It

seemed as if we were in the very presence-chamber. The whole
thought of these afternoon meetings with the Christians was not

the framing of new petitions, but a claiming of the promises tliat

I never thought we had any right to claim, supposing they had
either been fulfilled at the day of Pentecost, or would not be ful-

filled until the end of the world. But no,"said Mr. Smith, quoting

from Mr. Taylor; " he who is filled with the Spirit may claim the

millennial promises." And he went on to tell how we were com-
manded to be filled with the Spirit: "Be ye filled with the Holy
Ghost." First be emptied, then-filled.

20th. Yesterday I started to introduce the three men to you, and

spoke only of Mr. Bailer. The three are Mr. Cassels, Mr. Hoste,

and Mr. Stanley Smith. Mr. Cassels is a regularly ordained clergy-

man of the Church of England, and was already placed over a

charge. How he ever came to be persuaded to break loose from

this, I can hardly understand. He is thoroughly loyal still to his

church. If he had been the only one visiting the place he would

have made a great impression, for he had a kind of burning in-

tensity and earnestness in pleading with sinners to come to the

Saviour. There was something, partly in the distinctness and

earnestness of his utterance, partly in the intensity of his eyes,

seeming to read one's every thought, but more in the fact that

what he said came from his very heart, that gave to his words great

power.
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Mr. Hoste was as different as possible from both Mr. Bailer and
Mr. Cassels. A tall man, but with a kind of feminine gentleness

about him both in voice, manner, and feature, clad in the cap and
petticoats of his order, the usual Chinese dress, one would hardly

take him to be an extraordinarj^ man. Yet he left a position as

oflScer of the Royal Artillery to come and be a missionary. I was
commenting? once on his apparent unfitness of character for the

profession of a soldier. " But I would not like to be before his

cannon," remarked Dr. Blodget; which, certainly, I could say too.

Not having the rare social qualities of Mr. Bailer, or the elo-

quence of Mr. Cassels, he said little, but he taught us much. He
seemed to know nothing else but a burning, intense thirst to be

filled with the Holy Spirit. His days were spent almost entirely

in prayer, with frequent fasts. He has been a Christian only two
years, having been converted under Mr. Moody's preaching.

But Stanley Smith — how shall I describe him? His is a face

that would strike you in a crowd as a wonderful union of strength

and sweetness. A noble face, you would say, strong and manly,

with an intellectual forehead, with a firm yet gentle mouth. There

was nothing feminine about him. One glance at his hands, even

if you did not see his face, would be enough. When he first began

to speak 1 did not like to see him gesture. I kept thinking of his

hands, and it seemed as if I could see an invisible oar in the great

round space between his forefinger and thumb. But as he went on

I forgot all about him as an athlete, and of his triumphs as stroke-

oar of the Cambridge eight, first oarsman of England. That he

was powerful at the oar one can well believe; but now he wields

what is still more powerful, " the sword of the Spirit." By the way,

I never knew what that meant till now — a simple verse of the Bi-

ble, heard a thousand times before, piercing one's very heart be-

cause brought home by the Spirit. Stanley Smith was beautiful,

learned, eloquent; yet all these things were against the impression

he wished to produce— to make you think of nothing but tlie eter-

nal truth; and after awhile you forgot that he spoke with the

tongues of men and angels, and it was as if you heard only the voice

of the Spirit speaking in your own heart, urging you to give up sin,

and give yourself wholly to Christ. If this is what it is to be filled

with the power of the Holy Ghost, we all want it. And yet, in our

afternoon meetings for Christians, held from house to house, he

was the most earnest of any of us in praying for the Spirit. It

was as if the receiving but increased the capacity to receive.

The evening meetings were all held in our chapel, and all were

invited, a circular being sent to every English-speaking resident.

At these meetings the three young men sat on the platform, and

all took part in the exercises.
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I do not see how anything could be a more perfect counterpart

of the meeting in Jerusalem, where they tarried praying for the

enduement of the Spirit— a company of Christians already under
commission to go and preach the gospel : the whole world around
them lying in wickedness, they and they only having a knowledge
of the truth, and not yet having it brought home to their own
hearts, still less having the power to bring it home to others— they

in the capital of Western Asia, we in the capital of Eastern Asia,

tarrying and waiting for the one thing, the baptism of the Spirit.

We put aside all thoughts of anything else — forgot politics, left

newspapers unopened; we were living with that little company,
waiting for the outpouring. If anything occurred to remind us

that we were living in the nineteenth century, it seemed to come
as a matter of surprise. We were of many lands,— English, Scotch,

Welsh, Irish, German, Dutch, Americans,— but we knew only one

kingdom, the kingdom of Heaven, and were determined to take it

by violence. We forgot all distinctions of sect, Presbyterians and
Congregationalists joining in "amens" with our Episcopal breth-

ren as heartily as the Methodists themselves, and all men and
women ready to testify of the Spirit as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. ... I have had my eyes opened to so much light at once

that I feel dazed. But I shall begin a study of the Bible such as I

never had before. I never knew half that was meant by " clinging

to the promises." I am quite convinced that this is the only way
we can hope to win victories for Christ in China. In yesterday

afternoon's meeting it was very plainly brought out, this conflict

that is going on with " the lieavenlies," this great battle that is be-

ing fought out with the princes of the air. We who have been

fearing an actual warfare could realize it in its force. We have

been trying to fight these powers, and have not prevailed. When
vve are endued with power from on high, the conflict must begin

with ourselves. Then, when the Spirit has overcome in our own
hearts, this same power will go forth as an overcoming force

against the spiritual wickedness in high places. We have not w^on,

yet we feel that the battle is ours. The Spirit of the living God
must conquer. China must belong to Christ. China xoill belong

to Christ. We will fight out the battle on our knees, and we shall

prevail.

TURKEY AND INDIA.

SCHOOLS AND BIBLE-WOMEN.
One of our secretaries, an indefatigable explorer, who is determined to

follow witli her pen and her prayers all the dimes and pennies sent to min-
ister to heathen women, has lately been making inquiries about Bible-readers
and native teachers in Turkey arid India. Some of the many items she has
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gathered we are privileged to give this month. "We are greatly indebted to
missionaries of other Boards for this information. Some of our smaller aux-
iliaries that support native schools and Bible-readers, if they study these
items, Avill never have to ask again, " Where does my money go? " 'Of two
schools supported by our Board near Broosa, Turliey, Rev. T. A. Baldwin
writes :

—
I coNGEATULATE you ou being interested in the support of tlie

schools at Soloz and Yenije, for they are the two best out-stations

of the Brooza field. Though comparatively new, they have already

progressed far beyond places much longer occupied. The former

has its own church and school-building combined, recently built,

the expense having been equally shared by the Board and the

native community ; and the latter has secured and walled iu a site

for church and school, and is waiting only for governmental per-

mission to build.

At Soloz there is a mixed school of thirty or more pupils, who
have been taught the past year by a young man, who was once a

student for the ministry in one of our station-classes ; but next

year, beginning July 1st, they are to have a young lady teacher

from the Bagcliejuk boarding-school, taught by Miss Farnhani

(W. B. M.) and Miss Leila C. Parsons.

If I am not mistaken, you are interested in one or both of

these young ladies, and will be glad to know that their influence

extends beyond the limits of their own station, and is appreciated

and valued by their neighbors.

The school at Yenije has about the same number of pupils as

that at Soloz, and is also a mixed school. Up to the present time

it has been taught by the preacher, assisted to some extent by his

wife ; but they expect to have a better organization of their school

as soon as the new building is completed, and they will then em-
ploy a graduate of some of our girls' boarding-schools.

It is almost needless to repeat that great prominence is given

to Bible study and to religious instruction in all our schools.

We count them very valuable and necessary auxiliaries to our

missionary-work, and are very grateful to the "Woman's Boards

and the societies who so nobly sustain them.

Mrs. Emily Fairbank Smith, of Tillipally, Ceylon, kindly sends the fol-

lowing letter describing the work of the Bible-women under her care, three
of whom are supported by our Board.

The work for women is opening up on every side. Every

month I hear of new pupils who are willing to be taught. I know
of twenty-five in one village, twelve in another, and sixteen close

by, so that I have simply to shut my ears to the calls. Even now
I am greatly burdened, and I answer to all the calls, "When the

Lord sends money I will send teachers." As you will see by the

table I inclose, I am now teaching (with the help of eleven native
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women) four liuudred and fifty-six adult females, nearly all of tliem

mothers. The average age is twenty-three. The great majority

of girls are married young, but actual child-marriage is compara-
tively rare. You will also see, that three hundred and twelve are

farmers' wives and daughters, all women with dowries, and ahnost
without exception land-owners. There are twenty-two Brahmans.
There are now one hundred and twenty-six who can read the

Bible. Alas ! they do not care enough to read it for themselves,

but if I send them teachers and fresh books, and keep up their

interest, they will read it. In time I hope the habit will be
formed, and a real love for the truth will take the place of indif-

ference. "Home, Sweet Home" and "Jessica's First Prayer" are

such nice books for this class of women! " Tales of the Reforma-
tion " is now just out, and "Moody's Sermons" (six of them).
" Life of Miss Fiske " is much liked by many of the more thought-

ful ones. The lives of "Sarah," "Mary," etc., in tract form, are

also attractive. There is quite a collection of books now. I am
very anxious to have help, and could then increase my staff of

teachers. I could also increase the number of pupils by a hun-

dred or more in two months, had I the funds. " Who goeth a

warfare anytime at his own charges," has often come to my mind
as the work has increased on my hands. Think of it— four hun-

dred anrl fifty-six adult pupils; and to pay my teachers, I receive

less than $10 a month. Last year. Miss Hillis, formerly of our

mission, and the originator of this work at the station, sent me
$25 for the "Helping Hands," of whom more presently.

Xow, my dear friends, I have felt heretofore that if the Lord
would have the work go on, he would incline the hearts of those

at home to send me help out of their abundance. Of late I have

thought, perhaps, it was not sufficiently understood how wide a

door was thrown open here, and that I ought to write and tell you
more about it. I am paying my teachers at the rate of one rupee

for every eight pupils. Tliey all feel that this is not sufficient,

but I can afford no more at present.

All my teachers living within half a mile are required to come
every Tuesday afternoon at four o'clock to our church, to teach

the members of the "Helping Hands." These are very poor

women, mostly of the lower classes, though twenty-one belong

to the farmer, or Yelalah caste. They come at four o'clock,

and are divided into eight classes, according to their j^roficiency

—

one class using the Sabbath-school lessons (International), another

class, of old women, simply hearing the lessons read and ex-

plained, committing the Golden Texts to memory, etc. At five

o'clock all come together for singing and Scripture recitations.
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Closing Avitli the Lord's Prayer, the)'- are dismissed, and usually
pass out in single file.

The attendance has been large for the past year,averaging eighty-
two for the year 1884. You will not be surprised that it took
about six hundred yards of cloth to give each one a dress, the
number of yards and the quality differing according to the at-

tendance. This had been so remarkably good, that one hundred
and eight women received cloths, to enable tl)em to come to the
class clean and whole. The cloth given is all unbleached muslin,
about one and a half yards wide, costing about twenty cents a
yard. Each receives from four to eight yards, accortling to the
attendance registered. I wish I could give each of the teachers
a cloth, too. They are all poor women, and do not receive a cent
for this special work. It is very unpleasant work, and this will

explain itself when I tell you that many of tlie women are so poor
that they have no wells and no bathing privileges. What to do
about the matter is a great question with us, tor really they are
not wholly to blame for their unwashed condition. Many of them,
however, do keep clean, comb their hair very neatly, and look
quite respectable.

Perhaps this glimpse of the well-to-do farmers' wives and
daughters and the poor members of the "Helping Hand," may
lead you to think of us, pray for us, and help some poor women
to learn to read the Bible. This is our aim — Bible-reading. "Who
will come to "the help of the Lord against the mighty" in this
battle with ignorance, superstition, and heathenism ? ^Yill you ?

And Mr. Smith writes :
—

One of your Bible-women is Mrs. Chinarchy Chinnapody. This
name means in English, Mrs. Little-Mother Little-Boy. Its owner
is one of our best Bible-women, though all of them are good and
true. Chinarchy was educated in the village station-school. She
has a remarkable memory and a wonderful knowledge of the Bible.
She knows over twenty-five psalms and many chapters of the Bible
by heart, and can tell Bible stories very effectively. The work of
the Bible-women is twofold— teaching "women and o rown-up girls

to read, or helping them keep up the liabit, and teHiiiij the gospel
message from house to house. All do the former, but only the
moi'e mature and experienced are allowed to devote their after-

noons to the strictly evangelical work.

MICRONESIA.
CHRISTMAS GPvEETINGS.

*

If any reader should consider these Christmas greetings out of season, let

her thoughts be tender and her prayers most earnest for bur dear young lady
teachers, whose news of the home-land is often just as much out of season.
And when they read of Miss Cathcart's hope for a teacher to be sent by the
Morning Star, and remember that it has been only a " hope deferred," let

them hasten to send
"Around by the way of heaven
Their loving sympathies."

A"Mekry Christmas" and " Happy New Year" to you far
over the sea. It maybe it will reach you in time for '85 or '86. At
any rate I will take the opportunity I have to send it as far as
Ponape.
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Yesterday, to give variety to Christmas, there came at eariy
dawn the cry " Sail ho !" It proved to be a schooner run by one of
the Captain Kiestels. She has been cruising about for four or live
months, so there came no news of the outer world ; but it is such
a little while since the Jennie Walker came that we don't begin to
feel tlie need of new^s. Well, I don't know that you would call it so
very short a time, four months ; but I did not think till after I wrote
it how it might seem to you in the home-land.

The vessel came from the Gilbert Islands, via Namerik, and
brought a letter from Joralik, our teacher there. He writes en-
couragingly of the work; over a hundred in the school, and all ea-
ger to learn. But there comes with it a plea that came by the other
vessel from Jaluit and Ailinlaplap, "Cannot you send us books?
We are poor for books;" yet months must pass before their needs
can be supplied. When I see how greatly our people need the
Testament that will come when Dr. and Mrs. Pease return*,
I think nothing of the increased care, work, and responsibility
that must come while they are absent, and am glad they are
gone.

It is years since there has been such a scarcity of native food
on the island as this fall — for over three months but little bread-
fruit and but little taro. The Kusaians have gone to the mountains
and hunted for wild yams, often requiring nearly the whole day to
procure enough for their families. As a consequence, there has
been but little that we could buy for our school ; and as our usual
supply of rice did not come, the outlook has not been very en-
couraging. We have been using our graham flour and beans for
the scholars, and now bread-fruit is beginning to ripen, and we suc-
ceeded in buying a hundred pounds of rice of this vessel, and may
secure a box of hard bread; so I think we shall, by careful plan-
ning, make both ends meet till June, when we hope our next year's
supplies will come.

We omit an earnest plea for more money to educate native
teachers, because it was published in the September Missionary
Herald, but must not fail to give Miss Cathcart's requests for
prayers. Her friends at home cannot read these too often.

You know this is the first time that I have had any real care
and responsibility since I entered the work. One can't have very
much until the language is learned, while at the same time new mis-
sionaries find plenty that they can do. The Lord has wonderfully
helped and strengthened me, and with all my heart I thank him.
I often think the strength for new duties comes in answer to pray-
ers of Christian friends; and I rejoice in the thought that now,
when you come to know our greater need of help from above for
this year, you will exercise your prayers in our behalf.

Our prayers rise more tenderly and earnestly, if it can be, now,
as the old year draws to a close and the " Week of Prayer" is at
hand, that our land and friends may receive richer spiritual bless-

ings ; and that, in answer to prayer, thousands of souls may enter
upon a new life at the beginning of the new year. And you who
have not been on mission-ground cannot know how we long for

an outpouring of the Holy Spirit here in our field. You who have

•The Morning Star carried out the Book of Genesis and an arithmetic
prepared by Dr. Pease.
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stood as we stand, in the midst of dawning light, know just how
to feel.

The Kusaians, with both our schools, are to unite in prayer for
the same subjects each day. We arranged the subjects, and I have
written them in Kusaian, with Bible references, and sent them to
Sela. It is surprising how rapidly I gain in using both Marshall
and Kusaian, now that there is no one else to use them with the na-
tives. I don't believe I should read or hear any English this year,
except what I need for teaching, if it were not for Miss Palmer. I am
too tired to read much in the evening, but she reads aloud for half an
hour or so. She has read the life of Mrs. Prentiss, and we enjoyed
and were helped by it. Now we are visiting our brothers and sis-

ters in other mission-fields, and sharing in feeling their joys and sor-
rows. Then almost every evening we hunt words for the next
day's spelling lesson.

Two months have passed since Dr. and Mrs. Pease left, and we
hope for only six more before some one comes in the Morning
Star to strengthen our hands and take charge of this school. God
only knows what is in waiting for us

;
pray that we may be pre-

pared for all that he has prepared for us. And now a loving good-
bye if this reaches you. Lllie S. Cathcart.

STUDIES IN MISSIONARY HISTORY.
Instead of the usual lesson this month, we offer some sug-

gestions in regard to thank-offerings, in the hope that the first

autumn meetings of auxiliaries will be "feasts of ingathering."
We hope to resume the lessons next month.

THANK-OFFERINGS.
With the mellow light of autumn days comes the happy work

of harvest time, and the memory of our feasts of ingathering held
one year ago. We are sure that all who have once joined in such
an occasion will not let the season pass without repeating it; and
to any of our auxiliaries who have this year to celebrate their first

thank-offering meeting," we reach the hand of congratulation
that they have thus come to a new opportunity. Friday, August
21st, was our day at 75 Madison Street.

Only one basket stood on our table this year, and it bore the word
"Self-denial." We are not sure but the reverse of the card was
"Thank-offering." We know it well might be; for must we not
hold any gift of thankfulness incomplete if it does not touch the
point of self-denial? One gold-piece was enfolded with the words,
" A thank-offering as well as a gift of sacrifice" ; and most were
accompanied with texts of praise.

Letters from far and near testified to the preciousness of the
occasion, and made us resolve that this should be to us a regular
annual feast.

One, referring to our treasury, gave this text as our incentive

:

"According to your faith be it imto you." Another, who has
lately left us, and is now about returning to her work in Chinaj
said, " I give myself anew, a glad thank-offering to the Lord,"
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We commend to our auxiliaries as the theme for thank-offering
meetings, Causes for thaukfuhiess in the history of the Ameri-
can Board," now completing its seventy-fifth year. Let us re-
mind ourselves, by some review of its history, how the work begun
in the anxiety of untried seed-sowing seventy-five years ago, has
grown into large harvests already gathered; while broadening and
whitening fields call earnestly for more laborers. The early
workers, seeing the heathen world closed to them, prayed for open
doors ; now their abundantly answered prayer is seen in open doors
in every part of the earth, inviting the Church of God to enter in.

It is a good time to seek the answers to prayer in which this
history abounds ; the casting away of idols in the Sandwich Islands

;

the large ingatherings of souls there, and, later, in Japan and
Turkey ; and to be reminded of Elijah as we read the story of an-
swered prayer told by Mr. Logan in his Work of God in

Micronesia."
The lives of officers of the Board, as well as of its missionaries,

have given us a rich legacy of prayer and faith of which tbe fruits

are not all garnered. We may well learn of them, and of the fam-
ilies born to missionary work as to an inheritance— the Gulicks,
Scudders, Riggs, Schaufflers, Binghams, and others. Shall we not
give thanks for such a line of nobility in the kingdom of our
Lord ?

We were privileged in having at our meeting the presence of

foreign workers, who are at home for rest. We wish we could give

to every auxiliary the inspiration of such presence— the contagion
of their enthusiasm, the impulse of their words, and glowing faces.

We loill give you the thought we received from one who spoke to

us: " O let every gift be winged with a spirit of thankfulness and
praise, and sweetened and perfumed by loving and consecrating
prayers. Remember, it is an unblest offering which is given with-
out prayer."

NOTICE.

The Annual Meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions of the

Interior will be held in the First Congregational Church in St.

Louis, on Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 4th and 5th. Every
auxiliary from Ohio to the Rocky Mountains is invited to send

one or more delegates. See Article VIII. of the Constitution. . .

And it is especially requested that, if possible, the President, Sec-

retary, and Treasurer of every State Branch will be present.

The ladies of St. Louis hope for large delegations from the

several States, and extend a general invitation to all who are in-

terested. Railroad notices will be given in Mission Studies and

The A dvance.

CORRECTION.

In a note in the July issue we inadvertently spoke of Miss

Wright as in charge of the Marsovan Boarding-School. She calls

our attention to it. and asks us to state that she is only assisting

Miss Fritcher in the care of that school. We are glad to make the

correction,
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RECEIPTS OF THE WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS
OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Treasukek.

FRt)M JuLV 18, 1885, TO Aug. 18, 1885.

Illinois Branch.— Mrs. AV. A.
Talcott, of Rockforcl,Tieas.
Altona, Mrs. P. F. M., 1;
Beechery 10; Champaign, 10;
Chandlerville, 5.90 ;

Chicago,
Miss M. S. Taylor, 3, TTnion
Park Ch.,of wli. 25 from Mrs.
S. H. Clark, const. L. M. Miss
£mma A. Isham, 25 from
Mrs. F. A. Noble, const. L. M.
Mrs. Alice L. Williams, 150,

New England Ch., 12, Mrs.
W. A. M., certificates, 1, Lin-
coln Park Ch., 25; Danville,
South Ch., 22; De Kalb,
4.50; Elmwood, 14; Gales-
b-arg, Brick Ch., 18.50; Gen-
eva, 16; Hamilton, 8; Hunt-
ley, 9.25; Marseilles, of wh.
16 Thank-offering:, 22.50;
Naperville, 10; Nunda, Miss
M. L. W., 1; Oak Park, 19;
Oneida, Mrs. M. F. H., 13.75;
PHncetou, 10; Quincy, 15;
Rockford, 1st Ch., 25.61; 2(1

Ch., of wh. 25 from W. A. T.,

const. L. M. Mrs. W. A. Tal-
cott, 50.50; Waverly, 11.25;
Wheaton, 5, $493 76

Junior: Aurora, 1st Ch., Y. L.
Soc, 15; New Eng. Ch., Help-
ing Hands, 40 ; Batavia, Y. P.
Soc, const. L. M. Mrs. Will
Wolcott, 25 ;

Chicago, Union
Park Ch., Y. L. Soc, 61.99;
Elgin, Y. L. Soc, 18.75;
Evanston, Y. L. Soc, 29;
Huntley, Harvesters, 5.38;
Paxton, Girls' Miss. Soc. 10, 205 12

JuvEisiLK: Aurora, New Eng.
Ch., Little Thumbs, 15.50;
Gary Station, Ada Smith, 30
cts., Chicago, Union Park
Ch., Emma's Pennies, 23 cts..
Morning Star, certificate, 10
cts., Galesburg, Brick Ch.,
Mission Band, 8; La.
Orange, Cheerful Givers, 3;
Maywood, certificate, 10 cts.,

Providence, Mission Band,
25; Ravensivood, Coral Work-
ers, 14.58, 66 81

Total,

iow.\.

$765 69

Iowa Branch. —Mrs. E. R.
Potter, of Grinnell, Treas.
Atlantic, 8.40; Brush Creek,

Mrs. D. Bobbins, 1.05; CVes-
ton, 20 ;

Dunlap, 27 ; G^-innell,
49.15; Iowa City, Mrs. J. L.
Pickard, const. Mrs. Julia B.
Clark, L. M., 25; Magnolia,
4.50; Monticello, 17.35; Mc-
Gregor, 8.22; Sioux City,
G. R. Smith, 5; Toledo, Mrs.
E. N. Barker, 25.30; Tabor,
24; Waverly, 15, §229 95

Junior: Grinnell, Iowa Col-
lege, Miss. Soc, 70.07; Tabor,
Y. L. M. Soc, 10, 80 07

Juvenile: Brush Creek, A
Little Boy, 25 cts. ; Cromwell,
Harvey Allen and Fanny Ba-
con, 30 cts.; Durant, S. S.

;

3.00 ; Grove Touniship, Union
S. S., 1.70; Humboldt, S. S.,

2.30; Iowa City, Eva May
Jones.Cora M. Hughes, Lizzie
Davis, Cynthia Davis, Anna
E. Roberts, and Hannah
Kline Smith, 50 cts; Ma-
rengo, Bertha Pearce, 20 cts.

;

Sibley, Mission Band, 4.04, 12 29

Total,

KANSAS.

$322 31

Kansas Branch.— Mrs. A. L.
Slosson, of Leavenworth,
Treas. Brookville, 3; Dia-
mond Springs, 4; Fairvieu',
15; Leavenworth, 5; Sterling,
5; Stockton, 5; Topeka, Mrs.
Rippey, 25; Wakejield, Bihle
School, 10; Waushara, \.25, $73 25

Junior: Sterling, 4; Topeka,
25, 29 00

Juvenile: For Morning Star,
Lawrence, 20 cts. ; Topeka, 10
cts., 30

Total,

MICHIGAN.

$102 55

Michigan Branch. — Mrs.
Charles E. Fox, of Detroit,
Treas. Alpena, 25; Alpine
and Walker, 10; Ann Arbor,
15.82; Chelsea, \0; Clinton,^;
Detroit, Woodward Ave. Ch.,
30; Dowagiac, 5.50; Grand
Rapids, 36; Greenrille, 30;
IrrClay City, 10; Ionia, 4.55;
Middlville, 2.50; Pottersville^
Mrs. B. Sanders, 2.00; Sand-
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stmie, G.OO; Union City, of
wli. 25 const. L. M. Mrs. H. A.
Corbin, 45.35; Vermontville,
16.80; Victor, 13, §271 52

J uxiOR : St. John's, Young La-
dies, and Children's Soc, 13 00

Juvenile: Memphis, Cheerful
Workers, 5.00 ; Sandstone,
Children's Soc, 8.75, 13 75

For Morxing St.vr Mission :
—

Memphis, 70

Total, #298 97

MIXNKSOTA.

Minnesota Branch.— Mrs. E.
M. Williams, of Northfield,
Treas. Excelsior, h.^'A; Litch-
field, 5.70; Mrs. L. 15. C, 40
cts.

;
Minneapolis, Plymouth

Ch., Scandinavian ISlission

Soc, 32.28; NoHhfield, 10.25;

Spriiuf Valley, 3.75; Worth-
ington, 6, $64 36

Juvenile: Dodge Center,
Island Miss. Band, 3; Litch-
field, Pres. S. S., 3, 6 00

Total, $70 36

OHIO.

Ohio Branch.— Mrs. Geo. H.
Ely, of Elyria, Treas. Akron,
86.14; Berea, 14; Cincinnati,
Central Ch., 86.50; Cleveland,
1st Ch., 15; Cleveland, Plym-
outh Ch., 37; Columbm, 1st
Ch,, 25 ; Gambier, Mrs. Sawei

,

5; Hxulson, 5; Mantua, 7.50;
Oberlin, 66; Poinesville, 50;
Steuben, 8 ;

Tallmadge, 24.70

;

Toledo, 1st Ch., 110, $539 84
Ji^NiOR: Hudson, Y. L. S., 25;

Painesville, Y. L. Soc, 20, 45 00
Juvenile : Bellevue, Happy
Workers, 10; Bristolville, S. S.,

1; Conneaut, M, B., 5; Man-
tua, S. S., 2.50; Oberlin,
Cheerful Workers, 27.67, $46 17

Less expenses.

Total. $630 01

PENNSYLVANIA.

Allegheny, Y. P. Soc, Morning
Star Mission,

Total,

S2 60

.S2 60

NORTH DAKOTA. BRANCH.

Mrs. R..Q Cooper, of Coopers-
town, Treas. Fargo, 25,

Total,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BRANCH.

Mrs. H. R, Jones, of South
Pueblo, Col., Treas. Chey-
enne, 50 ; Deliver, 2d Ch. , 4.60

;

Flighlands, 10; Longmont, 7;
i^^an^^o^^, Aux.,5; Mrs. Bick-
ford, 2 ; South Pueblo, 10.75, $89 35

Junior: South Pueblo, Y. L.
Soc, 5 00

Juvenile : Longmont, S, S., 11 00

Total,

TENNESSEE.

$105 35

Chattanooga, Miss L. M. Law-
sou, const, self L. M., 25, $25 00

Total,

WISCONSIN.

$25 00

Wisconsin Branch. — Mrs. R.
Coburn, of Whitewater,
Treas. Bloomer, 2.08; Bran-
don,2.S5; Fort Howard, 1.05;
Fulton, by Mrs. Copely, 1

;

Janesville, 46.24; Kinnickin-
nick, 3.10; Lancaster, 7.50;
Monroe, Conn., Mrs. F. A. and
Miss H. L. Curtis, 20; Jtipon,
const. L. M. Mrs. E. A. Lock-
wood and Mrs. Anna M.Cong-
don, 50.60; West Salem, 14.87;
Whitewater, 2, $151 29

Junior: Lancaster, 11; Mil-
waukee, Grand Ave., Young
Ladies, 25, 36 00

Juvenile: Gay's Mill, 3; La-
crosse, Little Heli)ers, 6;
Ripon, Do Goods, 5; Sparta,
5.25, 19 25

For MoRNiNO Star: Mil-
ivaukee, Grand Ave. ('h., Chil-
dren's Mission Band, 50; Ri-
pon, 1 ; River Falls, 6.90, 57 90

Less expenses,

Total, $249 16

Marash, by Miss C. Shattuck,
Meuneoveri Mezzelet, or
Miss'y Soc of Girls" College, $22 85

Total, $22 85

MISCELLANEOUS.

Sale of "Coan's Life," 6; of
articles donated, 1.50 $7 60

Total, $7 50

Receipts for the month, $2,627 35
Previously acknowledged, 23,320 06

Total since Oct. 22, 1884, $25,947 41
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM MRS. BALDWIN.
Broosa, Juue 22, 1885.

. . . Ox Sunday last our Sunday-school exercises were dis-

turbed by a violent thunder-shower, preceded by a sudden wind,

whirling the dust in clouds everywhere. Sitting out on our little

balcony as it subsided, I heard the voice of one of the younger

children saying, "Mrs. Baldwin, do you see the rainbow? God
will bring no more flood on the earth.'" And looking up, I saw a

beautiful bow spanning the sky, and rejoiced in its beauty; while

a deeper joy came from the thought that little Narcisse connected
so quickly the sign and the promise. Well for us if we always see

the "bow in the clouds."

During the closing weeks of the spring term, just before Easter,

we had great cause for solicitude on account of the prevalence of

small-pox in the city, and especially in this quarter where our
school is. We took every precaution possible to preserve the

health of our large family, even suspending tlie day-scholars for a

time, and omitting the usual public closing exercises. It seems al-

most a miracle that we escaped ; but to us who prayed so earnestly

during those days, it came like a direct answer to prayer, and oui-

hearts are filled with thankfulness yet whenever we tliink of it.

On account of our carefulness we lost two scholars for this term.

One went home to her village in Semirdesh, for vacation ; and
though we warned her not to go to the house of her relatives,

where the disease was, she disobeyed, and we felt we could not

receive her when school opened. Another was a new applicant—
a promising girl; but there had been a case of the worst kind in the

family, and after allowing the full time for disinfecting, the re-

(397)
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mainder of tlie year seemed too short to make it worth while to

change her from the school where she was.

The natives seem to us perfectly reckless about such things;

they hardly ever isolate the sick ones— in fact, I knew of one case

where the baby was put right into the bed of the patient, so that

he might take it, and be free from it afterward. We told them
some of the strict rules and regulations at home ; and while some
seemed to regard us with a sort of pity, that we should be so

afraid, others took some useful hints. The wonder here is, that

having once begun, the disease should ever find a place to stop

;

one would expect it to go on indefinitely. But the Lord is merci-

ful. As we go out for our walks we see the badly-marked faces of

those who recovered, and the sight makes us feel still more thank-

ful for our deliverance.

Such a quiet school-closing we have seldom had ; but scholars

and friends all seemed to appreciate and respect our motives, and
so accepted the disappointment very gracefully.

. . . The obstacles to be overcome here seem to us no greater

than those in other parts of the field
;
perseverance, patience, and

looking above for help, alone can win the victory.

Our beautiful natural position, with the nice buildings and
grounds, and such an interesting set of girls to labor for, is to me
an attractive place for missionary effort; and if the Lord contin-

ues to bless us as he has in the past, what more can we ask? . . .

One action of the mission touches our work here in this station

pretty closely
;
namely, the removal of the ladies connected with the

school (Miss Twitchell and Mrs. Newell) to a city missionary work
in Constantinople, now under the care of Mrs. Schneider and Miss

Gleason. We regret this breaking up, but we hope such success-

ors may speedily be found that the school may begin its next year

at the usual time. . . . Meanwhile I'll try to stand in the breach,

though I have hardly the physical strength for it tliat I had five

years ago. But my faith and hope are stronger, for the Lord has

helped me most graciously, and accepted, I humbly believe, what I

have tried to do for his little ones, though I wonder that he could

do so. You have helped me more than you know by your sympa-

thy and encouragement, and your share in the work is probably

greater than mine.

... It is now Thursday evening, and almost time to take my
little flock to prayer-meeting. I think I have told you that one

week we have it in the schoolroom in Greek, and the alternate

week at the chapel, in Turkish, when my husband has charge of

it.

It is Ramazan now, the long fast of the Turks, and the cannon
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has just announced the hour of sunset— a joyful sound to those

who have eaten nothing since dawn of day.

A pleasant incident of to-day was a call from an Armenian
pastor from Constantinople, who gave us our first lessons in Ar-

menian eighteen years ago. With his white beard he looked very

patriarchal, and his face fairly shone he was so pleased with all he

saw. He will be with us on the Sabbath, and take part in the ex-

ercises, as we gather once more round the table of the Master.

With much love,

T. J. Baldwin.

Ax African trader said to a missionary, " There must have

been a lot of heathen people joining your church, because they

have been here buying dresses, shawls, etc." This is merely one

illustration of how Christianity promotes commerce.

LETTER FROM AFRICA.

GiiouTviLLE, Natal, May 12, 1885.

To the Woman^s Board of Missions of the Pacific :
—

Dear Friends : In ray last letter I told you a little of my work
among the outside people, and now I will tell you more of this

pleasant work for the Lord; for it is pleasant, though so beset

with difficulties. Some seem ready to hear and heed, while others

are totally deaf to " the old, old story." Sometimes we find these

two extremes in one family. Umsikaba is a woman in whom we
have felt much interest. She gave her heart to God when Mr.

Wilcox was laboring at Mapumulo, before her arrival. We noticed

her as one who seemed an attentive listener to the truth. On
inquiry, she told me that she loved Jesus, and was trying to follow

him; and when the subject of beer-drinking was placed before her,

she was willing to leave it, and took the ribbon. Since then,

whenever her poor health permitted, she has been a faithful

attendant at our meetings, and earnest in her service of God. On
being asked if she would join the church, she at first exj^ressed

her unwillingness, on account of her ignorance (for she does not

know how to read); but Mr. Holbrook invited her into his class of

inquirers, where she has since been under instruction. When
again asked to unite with God's people, we found that she stood

in fear of her heathen husband, though she was willing to obey

God rather than him. As she did not wish to join the church till

he returned from a journey, we consented; and when he came
back, Mr. Holbrook gained his consent to her union with God's

people. Umsikaba seemed very glad that she could at least be

numbered among the followers of Christ, and the first Sabbath in
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this month she was to publicly confess her Saviour. The day
arrived, but she was not there, and we found that her husband
had forbidden her to come. Mr. Holbrook again talked with him,

but he persisted in his refusal, and so Umsikaba is in deep
trouble. We hope that she may be given strength to obey God
rather than her wicked husband. Pray for her, dear friends, that

''her faith fail not."

We have been deeply interested in another family who, when
we came, were numbered among the heathen, thovigh, through
Mr. Wilcox's faithful labors, they had heard the Word, and the

mother seems to have found the Saviour, even wiien she is so

ignorant. Gradually, she, with her husband and children, have

come into the light. They have gladly adopted civilized dress,

and four children attend our station-school, walking a long dis-

tance. We hope that before long the husband may yield his will

to that of God.

Our station-school has increased in numbers from twenty-five

to fifty during the past year, and vre hope it may, before long,

number seventy-five. Many of the kraal people are sending their

children, and you would enjoy seeing the interest with which they

don their first civilized dress.

Some mouths ago I talked to the children about earning some
money to give to Jesus, and tried to induce them to plant small

gardens, the proceeds of -which they should use for this purpose,

I think the gardens were, for the most part, not a success, but

two weeks ago I told the children to bring what they had on Sat-

urday, and Sunday would be the time for their offering. There

were quite a number who brought little baskets of corn, and Sun-

day more than twenty came to the table with their offerings.

It was a pleasant sight, and enjoyed by all. Other children

wanted to send their share, and so on Monday I think ten or

twelve more came with their gifts. I believe more than five shil-

lings ($1.25) were thus given by the children, which, in most cases,

was their first offering to the Lord. The effort awakened so much
interest that I think it will be repeated, and thus these dark little

hearts may be brought to labor for others still more degraded.

There is so much to do among these people, that I am too apt

to look upon the discouraging side. Heathenism is so heathenish,

degradation is so degrading, that it clings with dreadful tenacitj^

even to those who are trying to do better. Pray for the Christians

here, as well as the heathen, that they may be kept from the con-

tagious influence of evil around them.

Sincerely, your sister-worker,

Sarah L. Holbrook.
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