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MEXICO.

SEED-SOWING IX MEXICO.

by mrs. james t). eatox.

Chihuahua, Mex.
This is, indeed, a dry and thirsty land." Nothing could be

more unpromising than the miles of barren waste that greet the

eye of the traveler who follows the high table-land of Central

Mexico, by the line of the Mexican Central Kailroad.

From the border to the center of the republic there is but
little variation— the hardy mezquit-bush and the varied cacti

being almost the sole vegetation. And yet, even this desert land

may be made to "blossom like the rose"; and where the few

rivers have their courses, or the hand of man has been busy with

the irrigating ditch, the fertility of the soil is surprising.

To the missionary who stands at these outposts and casts his

eye abroad, this condition of the natural is but a figure of the

spiritual state. The fruit which the Lord of the harvest " looks

for is but scant; the seed-sowing has been poorly done, or

neglected altogether, and the careful after-tending, the irriga-

tion, and the weeding, are utterly wanting. It is our privilege

to be the first, in this part of Mexico, to break up the fallow

ground, and to sow the seed of the Word of life. Among our
recent experiences is one of peculiar interest, of which you may
be glad to hear.
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Parral is the second city of importance in the State of Chi-

huahua. A few days since a party of four— the two older mis-

sionaries from Chihuahua, with their well-beloved younger
brother and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Case, of Parral— started from
the latter point to visit Santa Barbara, a town distant about
eighteen miles; formerly larger even than Parral, but now greatly

reduced, by losses of mines and of population.

A drive of about three hours over a rough road, but through
beautiful scenery, brought us to the town a little after dinner-

time. In response to our eager inquiries, we were told that there

was no such thing as a fouda (restaurant) or a mesou (inn) in

the place ; but one of the bystanders (it does not take long for

a crowd to collect in Mexico) offered to cook us some frijoles

(beans) and eggs, in his chimney-corner. Although we declined

his kind offer, hoping to find some place where a bed could be

furnished as well, we marked the place as one where we should

return, later. We finally obtained accommodations at a house in

the center of the town, where the dinner of fried eggs, bread, fri-

joles, and coffee, that was prepared after some delay, seemed one

of the best we had ever tasted.

A vacant house just opposite, belonging to an American, was
put at our disposal for an evening meeting, and we sallied forth

to advertise it,

Eeturning to the scene of our first entrance into the town, we
were most cordially invited into the house— one of the humbler,

though not the very poorest, it being furnished with a separate

kitchen, a bedstead, a table, and a few chairs.

After a few moments of general conversation we produced our

hymn-books, and asked if they would not like to have us sing a

little. They eagerly assented, and we had not sung through one

hymn before there were twenty-five or thirty people gathered in

the room and about the door, listening. They were all squatted

on the floor, in Mexican fashion, many of the women with babies,

and two or three small children clinging to their skirts. After

reading the well-known hymn, Around the throne of God in

Heaven, ten thousand children stand," and before singing, w«
asked how many of the women there had children in heaven.

It was touching to hear the responses : "I have two;" *'And I,

three;" "And I, six;" "And I, eight;" until nearly every one

present had given her testimony to the fact that the mortality

among children of the poor in Mexico is very large.

Complete sympathy was established when it was made known
that each of the missionary mothers present had a little one in

that same holy state, and during the singing that followed, there
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was hardly a dry eye in the room. How easy and natural it was
then to turn the thoughts of those mothers to the loving Jesus,

who carries the lambs in his bosom! Then followed the reading

of some passages of Scripture ; and we rose to go, first telling

them that there would be more singing and reading that evening

at 7 o'clock, in a certain well-known house, and inviting all to

come. We were not allowed to go, however, until we had first par-

taken of coffee and bread, prepared by our hospitable friend, and
the hearty hand-shaking and embracing that followed testified to

their hearty good-will.

On our way from this house to the plaza, we stopped at every

open door and invited the people to come to the free meeting of

the evening; and in one place we gathered another large com-
pany similar to the first, where we gained their hearts by singing

of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, as we noticed that they had an

altar erected in the room to St. Joseph.

The room which had been offered us was large, but unfur-

nished except for a table, which served to display the books and
tracts Mr. Case had brought with him. The kind lady whose
house we shared sent chairs enough for us, and we borrowed
some candlesticks, to hold the candles we bought. At the ap-

pointed time a few had gathered in the room ; but when we
began to sing, many crowded about the door and windows, and
soon we had about forty in the room, and as many more outside,

listening eagerly. The singing of Christian hymns formed a large

part of the exercises ; the parable of the Prodigal Son was read
;

and then Mr. Eaton spoke briefly to them from the text, "God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotton Son," etc.

Their attention was perfect, and the interested way in which
they looked at each other, and responded heartily to any question

put by the speaker, showed that they clearly understood every

word.

A number of books were sold after the service, and then we
went to rest ( ! ), on mattresses spread upon the floor of one room,

that served as sleeping-room for six people.

When we came to leave, the next morning, it was with the

most cordial feeling on both sides. The lady of the house as-

sured us that she should be very sad after our departure, and
that whenever we wished to return, even though it might be at

midnight, we had only to knock at the door, and we should be

admitted. Her hearty good-bye hug gave emphasis to her cordial

words.

We were saddened, however, to think, as we drove away, that

these poor people, so hungry for the Bread of Life, are yet so
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entirely under the power of their priest, that when he comes to

know of our visit, and tells them that we are the hated ''here-

tics," these same hospitable doors will be closed upon us; and

instead of embraces, stones may be showered upon us. But the

sword has entered, and even as in the time of Christ, it will divide,

and some will be found on the side of the Lord,

Pray for Mexico.
— -^K-^

CEYLON.

ANNUAL KEPORT OF THE MANEPY AND PANDITERIPO
FIELDS FOR 1884.

FROM MISS M. LEITCH.

The past year has been one of much encouragement: 50 persons

have united with the three churches in the field; namely, 45 in

Manepy, 11 in Navaly, and 3 in Panditeripo. Of these, 52 united

on profession of faith, and 7 by letter. Besides these, quite a

number from one field, former members of our day and Sabbath-

schools and inquirers' classes, have been received, on profession of

faith, in the Wesleyan and Church Mission churches, as they are

now students in the boarding-schools of those missions. In all

this we rejoice. Our native Christians, at the beginning of the

year, during the Week of Prayer, united together to pray that fifty

might be brought to Christ within the year. Some thought it was
a very large request, but it was the prayer of faith from more than

one heart. They feel that God has heard their prayer, and they

take courage to ask for great things the coming year. We do not

forget that dear friends in the home-land have been praying es-

pecially for this field and work, and we are glad that these prayers

have been and are being answered, and we believe that we shall

rejoice together at the last glad ingathering.

Another encouraging feature of the year has been the forming

of several new inquirers' classes. There are now held weekly 17

inquirers' classes, with a total average attendance of about 150.

In these meetings the portion of Scripture appointed to be read

during the week is explained. Each one is expected to repeat a

verse of Scripture and to offer prayer. The leader also inquires

after and encourages each one in the class in regard to habits of

daily prayer, Bible study, and church attendance. These classes

are conducted by the native pastors, catechists, leading native

Christians, and by ourselves. To join one of these classes helps

the young people to take a step toward confessing Christ, puts

them under the care of older Christians, and, b,y meeting together
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from week to week, they become a band of friends to encourage

each other. They also become known in their villages as in-

quirers. Such classes are rallying-points, to which any one show-
ing signs of interest is at once invited. In countries where to

leave idolatry and come over to Christianity is so great a change,

such a class, as a stepping-stone, is a great help. It is our desire

to see an inquirers' class, however small, in every day-school before

the end of the coming year. For God's help in this, and for

these 150 inquirers, we ask our home friends to pray. The way
in which some of those who joined the church this year have

been led to Christ, has seemed to us interesting. I ^vill mention a

few instances. >

Chelappah, a man in Arnikotty, was led to Christ by the per-

sistent efforts of a young Christian boy. He has shown so much
earnestness in regard to bringing his family, as quite to put to

shame many of our older Christians. He brought his wife and
children to church. He did not make the common excuse of

want of jewels and beautiful cloths ; and though the heathen

relatives persecuted and ridiculed him, he took no notice. He had
his children baptized, bought a Bible, and began family prayers;

sought the Bible-women, and invited them to teach his wife, though
they are of a much lower caste than he. He brought his daughter
often to the girls' inquirers' class, walking the mile both ways, and
waiting patiently outside during the meeting. He had the joy

of seeing his wife join the church at the close of the year. One of

the inquirers, a young man of a high heathen family, has lately

achieved a great success in being married without heathen cere-

monies. The parents of both parties were strong Sivites, but the

young man never for a moment wavered. The bride had formerly

learned the Bible lessons in our day-school, and, again, when
too old to go to day-school,— i. e., after the age of twelve,

—

she had been taught in her home by one of our Bible-women;

so she also favored a Christian marriage — one of the many
good results of Bible-women's work.

Another, a young man of the pariah caste, who had studied in

one of our day-schools, was threatened by the higher-caste heathen

people, his former masters, with dreadful punishments if he should

join the church; for the old system of master and serf, though

under the English Government done away with in name, still

exists in a greater or less degree, and the pariahs stand much in

fear of, and are in subjection to, the higher castes. For three

years he hid the light in his heart, living privately as a Chris-

tian, but fearing to confess Christ. At last the light would not

stay hidden, and he joined the church. The next Sabbath lie
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was stopped on his way to the morning service and ordered
to work, and beaten because he refused. He still continued
to attend church; and because of this, one day when on his

way to town with a bundle of cloth to sell he was caught,

his cloth, and earnings, and waist-chain taken from him, and he
was compelled to walk sixteen miles in the hot sun, and left in a

strange village, with tlireats that if he ever returned to his home
Jie would be imprisoned. He stayed away some weeks, and then

returned. This was done, it appears to intimidate other low-caste

people from becoming Christians, lest they should become en-

lightened, and no longer submit to their control. The boy still

continued to attend church. They then instituted a false case

against him in court, but, by the efforts of our native Christians,

it was abandoned; but both parties were fined 500 rupees for non-

appearance. They were enraged that they had to pay this sum,
and forthwith dragged the boy to their house, and made him stand

for three hours in the midday sun, with his face turned toward the

sun, and holding a stone on his forehead — a most cruel torture.

At this time we warned the people that if they committed an-

other act of violence toward the boy they would be prosecuted. On
the next Sabbath the boy, notwithstanding threats and punish-

ments, was found in his ])lace in church, both morning and evening.

The lesson was about Paul being not only willing to be bound, but

also to die, for the name of the Lord Jesus. I noticed while teach-

ing it that the boy's face was shining. I little thought how soon

another trial would come to him. The very next day those men
took him to their house, and, tying his hands and feet, beat him in

the most shameful manner, and left him tied in that way for some
hours. I was called by his sister, and saw him in this state. The
moment I had turned my back, fearing I should take a case against

them, they dragged him for some distance on his back, which was

unprotected by any clothing, over the dust and stones, and then

marched him off to town; over fields and fences not the direct way,

for fear others should see them, their haste being to get a false case

into court before we could enter a true one. But their plan did not

succeed. I saw the police inspector the next morning, and the

magistrate at once ordered the men to be arrested and sent to jail,

with the prospect before them, if the case was tried, of being sent to

prison for a term of years. They begged for mercy, which, for the

sake of peace in the village, we thought best to grant ; but they had

to pay fines, costs, etc., amounting to about 100 rupees, and they

have promised in future to let the boy alone. The affair has proved

for us a complete success ; for if any low-caste wish in future to join

the church, they will feel at perfect liberty to do so. The people
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of that village have learned several lessons. The self-control, firm-

ness, and courage of the boy were admirable, and showed what
Christianity could do even for a pariah.

In our three churches there are 303 communicants, and the

total of church contributions this year has been 1351.30 rui)ees—
making a better average than some American churches could sliow.

Some of our leading men have given considerable in aid of the

Jaffna College Endowment Fund, and the Training-School new
building, and to several other objects, besides private charity to the

poor. Christianity does not make its converts paupers. Many of

these native Christians are well educated, and are highly respected

and influential in the community.

Thirty-eight large moonlight meetings have been held during

the past year in the tent and school bungalows in different parts

of the field. These were attended by one or both of us. Besides

these, many smaller meetings have been held by the helpers alone.

The monthly moonlight preaching services held in the church for

educated heathen, have been kept up. Various missionaries and
native pastors have conducted the services, and good audiences

have attended. Besides these, four special meetings have been

held at the station during the year, at each of which the audiences

have numbered between four and five hundred. One was addressed

by the Kev. J. Philips, a missionary from Midnapore, India; an-

other, by the Rev. M. Jenkins, one of the home secretaries of the

English Wesleyan Mission; another, a good-bye sermon, by Rev.

S. W. Rowland, before his departure for America; and a fourth, a

temperance meeting. Two union prayer-meetings for educated

women have been held, with an attendance of about 100 at each.

At the time of the large heathen festival held here at Manepy, con-

tinuous singing and preaching services and tract distribution were

carried on. Large audiences were present throughout the day.

The most encouraging thing in the line of day-schools is, that

we have succeeded in building up a large Christian school in Sau-

tillipay, in place of the heathen school. It will commence to re

ceive Government grant about the middle of the year, and will

then be self-supporting. This is " the Lord's doing, and it its mar-

velous in our eyes." "We now have 24 day-schools under our care,

and there are three others which co-operate with us. In all of

these there is a total of over 1,300 boys and 600 girls— altogether

about 2,000 children who are brought under Christian influence.

These schools are visited by our helpers, and their secular and re-

ligious lessons are carefully supervised. They received aid the

past year from Government. The extra expense to us has been

1,115 rupees— about $500. This we have given ourselves, but we be-
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lieve the money to have been well spent. The Bible lessons taught

uniformly in these schools, as well as by all the Bible-women to

their village pupils, have been as follows : To be memorized,
Psalms i., xxiii., ciii., li., xci., cxxxiii., xix., xxvii., xl. ; and Pro v.

xxiii. 29-35; also Eccles. xii. 1-13.

The International Sabbath-School Lessons have been studied,

and the Golden Texts memorized, also twelve new hymns and lyrics.

Part of Matthew's Gospel has been read. Quarterly examinations

of these lessons have been held during the year, and the work done

by each child carefully recorded, together with each child's day
and Sabbath school attendance. Christmas gifts are given each

year to all the children, but in accordance with this record.

TURKEY.

LETTER FROM MRS. SCHNEIDER.

. . . Iisr the short time left me this morning, I would like to

give you a hasty review of the year. Last autumn, when w^ re-

sumed work after vacation it was with the feeling that if we,

single-handed and alone, could only retain our hold till reinforce-

ments came, it was all to which we were equal. We were then

in eager expectancy that Mr. and Mrs. Fuller would soon come
to take up this work. We said to each other, When they come
the coffee-rooms will be visited, and seekers after the truth and

cavilers will alike be counseled with by Mr. Fuller, with his good
judgment and Turkish scholarship. But how will he, a stranger,

reach the non-Protestant young Armenians who are not in the

habit of calling here? So our "socials," or "receptions," were

started, to draw in these young men weekly, by lectures or recre-

ation. We did not once think of their becoming popular, but

they soon came in such crowds we had to receive them by ticket.

Art, law, and medical students, merchants and mechanics, seemed
glad to come. Singing is always a part of the programme, and we
close with prayer. We are richly repaid for any effort at entertain-

ment by the gratitude shown, and now that prejudice is removed,

the truth will find easier access.

Another blessing came to us in Dr. Somerville. Through an

interpreter he preached in all these Eastern languages. We must
have him in place of a " social," thought we, and he accepted our

invitation to preach ; and then to all his audiences in Pera, Scu-

tari, and other places, he gave an invitation to everybody to come to

" Mrs. Schneider's hall, " not knowing ours was simply a dwelling-

house. Numbers of these people had never been in a Protestant
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church, and to have the gospel truth presented to them that

evening, and at the Bible-house at Ylanga,— and even in one of

the largest theatres in Pera,— seemed a blessing of greatest im-

portance. Although we as yet know of no conversions, still, inef-

faceable impressions must have been made. A new class has been

formed in our Sunday-school, including some of these young men
who followed him from service to service, and they are all fre-

quenters of our lower coffee-rooms.

Our six rooms and hall are occupied by the various classes on

Sunday,— only my bedroom has been unoccupied,— and now, hav-

ing curtained off my bed, I devote the remainder, with pleasure,

to these interesting young men. A young translator in the Bible-

house comes over from Scutari to teach them. Last Sunday they

remained nearly an hour after school, discussing vital points with

the teacher. Do not fail to pray for him. Our Sabbath-school

has averaged more than any previous year, although two other

Sabbath-schools within five minutes' walk have been started by
other denominations. Another feature of the year is the interest

in contributing for others. "We joyfully contributed to the Morn-
ing Star, and we are now doing for the Koords, in Koordistan.

After the removal of the pastor and his family here, a proposal

for a mothers' meeting met with a cordial response. While the

matrons have their meetings on alternate weeks, the young mar-

ried women and girls have theirs meantime. A new life has been

infused into these young women's meetings. Heretofore, in the

presence of their elders, they had kept silence. Now there is not

one who shrinks from prayer, and they are as much surprised at

themselves as others are at their newly gained freedom. I feel

deeply pained at being able to reach so few worldly women. Let

us offer more urgent and persevering prayer for them.

The coffee-rooms are outwardly prosperous. At the lower room,

there have been in the last three months 7,429 callers, averaging

110 a day. I cannot say how many of these callers have im-

proved their opportunities for religious reading, yet I know that

numbers have not only read portions of the truth, but have heard

much religious discussion. Our coffee-maker says there was for-

merly perfect apathy as to a future existence,— a heaven or a hell,

— not enough interest to discuss the question. Xow, everybody is

more or less on the alert to discuss Bible questions, whether they

accept them or not. The ujjper coffee-room has less patronage,

but the frequenters are of a highly respectable character. The
one great need in these coffee-rooms is for helpers or missionaries

to meet seekers after truth and unbelievers.
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SOME CHINESE SUPERSTITIONS.

BY MRS. E. A. WALKER.

Two weeks ago a party of twenty, mostly missionaries, visited

Kuslian Monastery. Kushan Mountain rises directly from the

Foochow plain to a height of 2,900 feet. The monastery is about

CHINESE SEDAN AND BEARERS.

half way up. We from the city went by sedan-chair, and those

from Nantai (south suburbs) and Chong Seng Island went by boat

to near the foot of the mountain. Some of us had planned to

spend the night at the monastery, and on our return the next
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mornint^ do some visiting at two villages on the route; but on
reaching the monastery, we learned that a Chinese official was
coming up early the next morning with a large retinue. We pre-

ferred to return that night, rather than take the chances of meet-

A CHINESE OFFICIAL.

ing a small army of Chinese soldiers, who would be unpleasantly

curious, if not rude.

We are told that the object of his visit is this: Ten or fif-

teen years ago he was viceroy of this province, and as a work of

merit he bought a cow and sent her up to Kushan Monastery, to be
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iiouiislied there. Xow, you must kuow that this is a Buddhist

monastery, and the monks are strict vegetarians, never destroying

life or eating animal food. Here is the home of cows, sheep, and

swine, w ith domestic fowls, by the hundred, and a large fish-pond

all alive with fish, mostly carp. These have mostly been brought

and left there to enjoy a happy life, and die at a good old age.

Even turtles and serpents are taken there and let loose. Of late

years it has been reported that the monks sold the General's cow

to a man who made beef of her. Last autumn he was sent here

to defend this place against the French, and it had been reported

to him that the monks had sold off his cow. He sent deputies to

KUSHAN MONASTERY.

investigate, and the monks assured them that the cow had died,

and been buried, and the golden ear-rings which she had worn
were shown as one proof. We saw a cock strutting about with f

ear-rings in his ears! But the general was still suspicious, so went
himself to investigate. Whether he was satisfied, we did not

learn. Perhaps the cow's bones w^ere exhumed to satisfy the

incredulous old man, who is over seventy years of age.

It is commonly said that the upper classes in China are Con-
fucionists, and have no faith in the low superstitions of the com-
mon people; but this officer is, next to Li Hung Chang, the
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greatest man in China. lie is said to have lost a son in the fol-

lowing manner :
—

His wife was in feeble health, and the son had a piece of his

flesh cut ofE for her to eat, as a strengthening medicine, and in

consequence bled to death. According to Chinese ideas the son

performed a most meritorious act, and secured great glory to his

parents, who had trained up so filial a son.

We saw at this monastery a young man of less than thirty

years who has been there for six years, and in all that time has

preserved perpetual silence. He stays in his room much of the

time, and sits cross-legged on a raised platform, which is curtained

off from the rest of the room. We, of course, had our informa-

tion from the other monks. We asked, " Why does he keep silent

— what merit is there in it? " One answered that he was under a

vow, and this vow of silence is said to be especially pleasing to

the idols. One monk also told me that if he did not talk he would

say neither good or bad, and in not talking he was also like the

idols. "Yes," I said, "in that he doesn't speak, he is like them;
but in that he can speak and doesn't, he is unlike them. He has

a precious soul, and they have none." Some of our number gave

the silent man a copy of the Sermon on the Mount.

Another young person we saw who seemed to have gone crazy.

He spends much of his time sitting in the presence of and contem-
plating Buddha. He looked excited. His lips moved, and his

body rocked to and fro. First he would look up to the idol with
such a beseeching look, and then down to the floor, and talk to

himself; one moment looking pleased and happy, and the next
with such a sad expression it was painful to look upon. His
dress was odd — patclied in curious shapes, and of various colors.

If the time might only soon come when the ranks of tliese

deluded and superstitious priests might be broken, and the
entrance of God's truth might give them the light! He has said

in his Word it shall.

But a thing quite as desirable and more to be prayed for is, that
the literati and gentry should be reached, and more from among
them be led to give up their pride of heart.

Miss Hartwell writes from Foochow, China: "We who are out
here are only Christians sent on picket duty to the remote points
of the great battle-field of the Lord. We miss the enthusiasm,
the drum-beat, and the steady march of the great army; but the

Great Captain knows our hearts need care as well as those of the
main force. Pray for us.
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WITH BOTH HANDS EARNESTLY.
[Read at an Auxiliary Meeting in W .]

Were I called to preacli a short sermon this afternoon, dear

sisters, I would take for my text four words found in the prophe-

cies of Micali; the words are these, " With both hands earnestly. "

But fortunately for us all, I propose to do no such thing. I only

desire to bring these few words to bear upon our work of which
we are talking.

We watch the infant of a few months catching at his rattle

with one hand, not knowing that soon he will need both hands

to retain his more weighty treasures. We see the older boy toss-

ing the pebbles into the brook with one hand; but when wishing

to create a great splash, he must empty both hands, and put their

united strength upon the great stone that is to do his bidding.

Again why is it that the farmer holds his plow with both

hands so steadily, but that his furrow may be dry and stright?

And why, in felling the giants of the forest, does the woodman
use all the strength in his brawny arms? but because his work
demands it. The tree is big, and strong, and hard, and he must
put all his bone and sinew into each stroke of his axe, until the

tree falls at his feet.

So I would say in view of our work as a missionary society,

—

in view of all we know and have heard of the needs of the

heathen world, and in full view of our Saviour's command, I

would say. My sisters, let us put both hands to this work most
earnestly. This we can do, I am sure, only by a more complete

consecration to Christ, which includes his work. And this conse-

cration must come by the full indwelling of the Holy Spirit; by
the emptying of self, and the filling up with the better things thfit

pertain to the kingdom of God.

We must pray for a holy ambition, and follow it up with a holy

activity. We must pray for a spirit of self-denial, and then go

from our knees to the practical ways of denying self. We must
pray that our neighbors may be interested in missionary work in

foreign lands, and follow up that prayer with visits, and with

books telling of the wonderful success of preachers and teachers.

We must pray that the Lord's treasury may be kept filled; and then

we must see to it, " with both hands earnestly," that we save our
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pennies and our dollars, and give them a loving sacrifice to our

Lord.

And, once more, we must pray that more laborers be scut into

the field. And this prayer we ought to indorse by saying, " Here
am I; send me;" or, as we lay our hand in blessing upon our sons

and our daughters, say, "Here, Lord, take these; I only give

thee what was thine before." Thus, dear sisters, it seems to me
we may be working "with both hands earnestly." And I will

leave the thought with you, asking God so to press the truth home
to our hearts, that the year 1885 shall see more real earnest mis-

sionary work done than in any previous year of our lives. May
we ever keep in mind the costliest gift ever borne to heaven—
even the falling tear of the humble penitent; and may we be able

to so tell of a Saviour's, love that many tears of repentance shall

fall from the eyes of those now sitting in daikness, and who know
nothing of the " Jesus way."

MAY MEETING.

The usual anniversary meeting of the Board in Anniversary

Week was held in Mt. Vernon Church, Boston, on Thursday, May
28th, at 11 A. M. Bright skies and balmy air brought together a

goodly number of interested listeners, and the blessed influence

of the Holy Spirit inspiring the speakers to unusual power, and

touching the hearts of all present with new love for the work,

made the meeting one long to be remembered.

After the opening exercises the first speaker was Mrs. W. M.

Stover, of the West Central Africa Mission, who told the thrilling

story of the flight of the little missionary company to the coast, at

the command of a hostile king. The vivid description of the sud-

denness of the command, coming like a thunderbolt out of a clear

sky ; of the vain attempts to change the heart of the king, bringing

only the ultimatum, "Go in four days, or be shot;" of the fear

that kept all the men and women, whether friendly or otherwise,

from lifting a finger to help them; of the remarkable devotion of

the children who followed them through all the long walk of two
hundred miles to the coast, carrying the missionary children and

provisions—sounded more like romance— all too serious though it

was to the participants—than sober fact in the nineteenth centui y.

The next speaker was Mrs. S. W. Howland, of the Ceylon Mis-

sion. She spoke of her joy in the work, and the wonderful changes

brought about by the gospel. During the twelve years she had
been in the field, and specially interested in the school at Oodoo-
pitty, twelve classes had graduated, and every member of them
had been a Christian. These were many of them Christian wives,
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others had gone as teachers to India or Southern Ceylon.

Interesting incidents were given of the work done by these girls

and the boys in the college in bringing others to Christ; also of

the efforts of the natives to secure schools for their daughters, and

of their generosity in giving.

Miss Henrietta Kendall, of the Madura Mission, then spoke of

• the educational work in the city of Madura. There were ten

schools for boys and girls besides the girls' boarding-school, and

they were a most important means in evangelizing the people. A
new feature in the boarding-school was the coming of several

heathen girls, the pupils having formerly been the children of

Christian parents. An incident was given of the great pressure

brought to bear on such girls by heathen parents, and the power
of the Spirit that enabled them to stand firm under persecution.

Miss M. P. Root, M.D., under appointment to go to Madura,

followed with a few words of farewell, expressing also the hope

that more young ladies would take up the medical work in the

various fields.

Miss Eliza Talcott, of the Japan Mission, spoke of the need of

experienced teachers in Japan, asking prayers for parents, that they

might be willing to consecrate their children to this service; for

the young ladies, that they might give their lives to the work; and

especially for the Japanese studying in this country, that they

might withstand the great pressure of heathenism as they return

to their native land, as well as the materialistic doctrines which
they may not have heard of here, but which are rife in Japan.

Miss Y. A. Clarkson, of the Japan Mission, who was to leave

for Jaj^an, gave a short farewell address, asking prayers for her-

self, and for those among whom she was to labor as she went back
to her chosen field.

The next speaker was Mrs. C. R. Allen, of Harpoot, Eastern

Turkey. As this was probably the last time Mrs. Allen will be

present at any meeting of the Board before her return to Turkey,

we give below her entire address, as we are sure many of her

friends who were not able to be present will be glad to read her

parting words.

The last address was by Miss E. M. Stone, of the Bulgarian

Mission. . She spoke of her sudden coming to America, to care

for an invalid associate, and asked that this associate's place

might be filled as soon as possible. She alluded to the political

upheavals constantly going on in Bulgaria, the only hope for the

country being in the quiet working of the gospel leaven hidden in

the hearts of the people. Civilization is going fast, as may be seen

in one instance, from the fact that in one of her tours she met a
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long procession of horses and mules which had on them Boston

Rum/' in large black letters. The missionaries must go faster

than civilization to save the country for Christ.

Prayer was offered by Mrs. Allen, of Harpoot, and the meeting

closed with the doxology.

MBS. Allen's address.

Paul in writing to the Corinthians of his stay at Ephesus,

says, "A great door and effectual is opened unto me;" adding,

"and there are many adversaries." His experience is but that of

most missionaries. The doors that are opened, and the oppor-

tunities that are offered for guiding souls to Christ, are so many,
that it becomes a perplexing question how to meet them. My
heart has often been burdened because so many calls for help

must go unheeded. We cannot do as the disciples did, in tell-

ing Jesus all that they did and all that they taught.

We might give you an outline of our work, with its different

departments and branches, with statistics Qf schools, scholars,

numbers of churches and members of the same, but they would
only seem as headings of the missionary record. No one would
think she had any definite knowledge of any work by simply

reading the table of contents. So no one interested in missions

would presume to assert a thorough acquaintance with any field

of labor from hearing now and then a missionary-talk of five or

ten minutes' length. The pages of Life and Light and the 3fission-

ary Herald, into which so much intelligence is condensed from all

parts of the world, will aid in this investigation. When I tell you
that there are over a hundred girls in Armenia College, if you
have had no previous knowledge of the condition of woman in

that land, you can have no just conception of the far-reaching

influence of so many young women who have not only secular

education, but are rooted and grounded in the truths of Scripture.

I may say that a small church and community in one of our

cities contributed nearly $500 for the support of their pastor and

schools ; but if you have not known the extreme poverty of the

land, the sum will seem too small to be mentioned. When I

speak of the graduates of the College, and of those who have

not yet finished their course, many of whom are teaching in

remote towns and villages, do you know that this means a

wonderful advance in intelligence and Christian experience, that

permits the daughters to leave home and go forth unprotected?

Hundreds of women have learned to read, some of them sixty

and seventy years of age; but. my sisters, for many this means
beatings, burning of primers, the lighting of the midnight lamp.
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We learn something of the zeal of poor, tired women, when we see

them still cling to their reading after toiling all day in the fields

under a blazing sun, or in the cold, wet days of November picking

cotton.

A few weeks before I left Harpoot, in company with a native

sister, I visited more than a hundred families, in every one of

which we read the Testament and offered prayer, men often being

present. A few years ago, all these homes were closed against us.

But what or who are some of the adversaries? One of them
is the Armenian hierarchy; another the poverty of the people.

How can we talk of the duty of giving, when the masses are anx-

iously inquiring how they shall earn bread for their families?

The Turkish Government is another adversary, which means the

Mohammedan religion. The followers of the false prophet can

never be said to be indifferent to the claims of their faith, and now
that their eyes are opened to see what the Christian religion is

destined to do, they have aroused themselves to oppose this enemy
of the true Prophet ; and unless He wlio guides the affairs of all

nations sees fit to restrain the increasing hostility of the defenders

of Islamism, we shall see yet greater demonstration of that spirit

which seeks to destroy every remnant of the despised religion of

the Cross.

I have traveled thousands of miles, visited scores of villages,

have been at the homes of the wealthy, the poor, the wretched,

and the sorrowing of the Turkish Koordish, as well as Armenian,

and all alike, 1 declare, need the gospel of Christ.

The gospel has been preached in many cities and villages, and
we can testify that the light is spreading. Would that I could tell

you how much land remains to be possessed. I would like to take

you for a few moments to a part of our field that is especially

needy of evangelical work. In one of our tours we came, as we
had planned to, to the town of Farkin, built upon and around the

ruins of the ancient city of Marderopolis (City of Martyi's.)

Maratha, an Armenian bishop in the fifth century, collected the

bones of the martyrs slain by the cruel Sapor, and buried them
there, building a splendid church to their memory. Every avail-

able spot within the ruins is literally paved with tombstones, so

strong has been the desire of those dying in that region to be

buried by the side of those who had given up their lives rather

than their holy religion. You would naturally suppose that we
should find a more than usual devotion to Christ, with such re-

minders before them ; but instead of this, dwelling as they have

for centuries among the barbarous Koords, they have lost their

own tongue, and so have been debarred from the helps that would
have come to them through their church service.
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The women crowded about nie, but I could speak with only

one. They begged me to stay with them, pleading that they were

ignorant: "Oh stay and teach us!" "We shall be lost!" My
heart went out in earnest longings for them but I could only tell

them I hoped that some one would come to instruct them.

As I stood by our tent at the close of day musing on the past,

with its history unwritten, save by tradition, and in the architect-

ural ruins which spoke of wealth, skill, glory, and power, the

whole scene before me changed, as if by magic. Through the

arched windows and sculptured gateways gleamed the rays of the

setting sun. The church so chastely ornamented, the graceful

minaret of the crumbling mosque, and broken fragments of pol-

ished stones, were bathed in a flood of light. "Type of the new
Jerusalem !'

' I exclaimed, in the ecstasy of my delight ;
" the golden

city that needs no light of the sun or the moon, for ' the glory of

God doth lighten it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb.' " To me
it seemed a pledge of what the Lord was to do for those who had

drifted away from the faith of this ancestor. "The blood of the

martyrs is the seed of the Church." May it not prove so in this

place, which we recently learned has planned, with help from the

Board, to build a house of worship. Already the songs of Zion

are sung there by those who have been redeemed by the blood of

the Lamb.
Christian friends, can it be said of you, " Many daughters have

done virtuously, but thou excellest them all?" I trust so: but

surely you have not reached the goal of your ambition, duty, or

privilege. You have as a body fulfilled your pledged work; but

how is it in regard to individual responsibility? You to whom
the Lord has intrusted small means— would it be true to say of

your offerings, "She has done what she could?" And you whom
the Lord has made stewards of larger wealth— are you satisfied, or

do you think that the Master is pleased, with the offerings you
bring to his treasury? Mothers of sons and daughters, what
think you of the injunction of your Lord, "Pray ye the Lord of

the harvest that he send forth more laborers into his harvest" ?

You certainly must pray that prayer if you love the Saviour. Are
you willing that he answer your prayers by choosing your dear

ones to gather in other lands the ripened harvest.

My heart pleads for Turkey, the cradle of the universe ; the

land where David sang his immortal songs, where prophets fore-

told the doom of empires long since passed away; where the

angels first proclaimed the birth of him at whose name every

knee was to bow— Jesus, the Saviour of the world, the light of

whose love has fallen upon your homes, Christian sisters, making
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them a prototype of the glorious mansions his cruel death pro-

cured for you.

I plead for China, with its perishing millions; for Japan, beg-

ging for the Bread of Life ; for India, ripe for the gospel ; last of

all I plead for the Dark Continent, where the greatest hero the

world has ever seen died pleading for its millions. Rather let

these "strings of captives of naked women and children" plead;

those little children hanging from the trees. Your missionaries,

weary and worn with the heat and burden of the day, plead. Shall

these all plead in vain? Gethser ane and Calvary plead. Our
glorified Lord pleads. Shall he plead in vain? Is any sacrifice

too great to make for Him who bore the cross to redeem a world?

" Metay Hesoos K g hachu dang,
Yer martus azad ullar?

Voeh, hach mu gar amen megoon,
Endze al hach mu gar."

Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free?

No, there's a cross for eveiy one,
And there's a cross for me."

ANNUAL MEETINCx OF THE NEW HAYEN BRANCH.
In response to a cordial invitation from the ladies of Middle-

town, the fourteenth annual meeting of the New Haven Branch
was held in the North Church of that city, May 12, 1885. The ex-

ercises of the day were preceded by a devotional meeting, the

leader giving as the key-note, Xove; and indeed this seemed the

fundamental note of the entire day. *' Blessed are ye that sow
beside all waters," was the appropriate motto that greeted us as

we entered the church.

Miss Daggett, who presided in the absence of Mrs. Hart, read

a short letter of greeting from her, in which she expressed the

wish that this might be " the best meeting ever held in this branch

of the Master's service." The responsive scripture-reading was

very impressive ; and at the heart-searching question, *' How much
owest thou unto my Lord?" with its answer, " All that thou hast;

even thine own self beside," was heard, I am sure the response

of all hearts must have been, "We will think on these things."

The report of Mrs. Cady, the Recording Secretary, was a brief

review of the specific branch-work and the monthly and special

meetings, including the union meeting of mission circles at New
Haven, where questions relative to interesting young people in

the mission-work were discussed. This was followed by the re-

port of the corresponding secretary, who gave us glimpses of the

work in ten different countries, in all of which marked progress

was evident.



ANNUAL MEETING. 301

The treasurer's report showed the actual receipts for the year

to be nearly eleven thousand dollars of which over two thousand

dollars was from mission circles. Mrs. G. C. Knapp interested

us with an account of her thirty years' work in Bitlis, Turkey.

A faint idea of the gross ignorance of the people at the time her

labors among them began, may be gained from the fact that in

this city of thirty thousand inhabitants, only one man w^as found
reading the Bible. In contrast to this there is at present a Prot-

estant church, which has been self-supporting for several years, a

girls' boarding-school, also ; : high-school for boys. These re-

forms have been accomplished by the gospel, and not by the Gov-
ernment. Her closing appeal, Shall we not, as sons and daugh-

ters, take an interest in our .Father's affairs," touched many
hearts. Mrs. Whiting, of the Baptist Board, was present, and
spoke with particular emphasis of the efficacy of prayer.

The condensed reports of the county vice-presidents proved

that much good work was being done in the auxiliaries under
their especial care, although of all it cannot be said "She hath

done what she could." The basket collation proved a success, and
seemingly did not in the least interfere with the usual social inter-

course of the hour. Miss Stanwood, of the Boston Board, was
present, and called particular attention to the fact that just now^

there was a loud call for more laborers. From Japan alone comes
the call for twenty young women to engage in this work. Who
will respond ? Who will consecrate all to Him who gave his life

for them, and thus have a share in this woman's work for

woman " ? Oh ye idle, listless ones, living without seeming aim

in life, will you not in this appeal see your own life work?
A glad surprise awaited us, which was fully appreciated,

when Mrs. Titus Coan was announced as the next person who
would address us ; and as she advanced to the desk .the audience

could not refrain from cheering. Her countenance was a benedic-

tion, and her words abundant testimony of the entire consecration

of her life as a sharer in early missionary work with the sainted

pioneers who have passed on before. A spicy paper entitled

" Patchwork," designed to stimulate home-workers, was next pre-

sented, showing the intermingling lights and shades of this work;
also how even a faded life, if only once touched by the golden

thread of missionary spirit, may be both adorned and beautified.

Mrs. S. W. Howland gave us a very pleasant view of the work.

She said; "Among benevolent workers here, it is a very common
thing as they meet to hear one and another saying, ' Oh, I am tired

of this work!' or, 'I am so discouraged!' but never are such

words uttered by the missionaries." Should not this be a reproof
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to us, who comparatively have so much to stieugthen and encour-

age us in our field?

The spirit of the entire meeting was one of loving, earnest de-

votion to the cause, and betokened steady growth in all the vari-

ous departments of this " beautiful work."

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receipts from May 18 to Jlxe 18, 1885.

MAixE. High St. Ch. M. C, $108.28;
Scarboro, Young Ladies'
Aux., $27, .11,099 71

Casting.— Desert Palm Soc'y,
with prev.contri. const. L. M.
Mrs. Alfred D. F. Hamlin, 10 00

Maine Branch.—Mi s. Woodbury
S. Dana, Treas. Union, Rev.
F. V. Xorcross, $4; Blanch-
ard, Rays of Light, §3.40, La-
dies of Cong. Ch. , 85 •,Cornish,
Aux., S12.50, Hillside Glean-
ers M. C, S10.33; Gardner,
Aux., $25.50; Greenville,
Aux. (add'l), .S5.50, Lakeside
Helpers M. C, $3.60; Sears-
port, Aux., 818.34; Biddeford,
Pavilion Ch., Aux., §15, Sec-
ond Cb., Aux,, of wh. $25
const. L. 31, Mrs. Hannah A.
Abbott,.S42.30; Brewer, Aux,,
§11.40;New Gloucester, Aux.,
$25; Bath, Central Ch. and
Soc'y, $45; Rockland, Aux,
(add''l), $5, Golden Sands,
$10, Armenian Aid Soc'y, $5,
Mrs, .Aloflett's S. S. CI., $5;
Waterford, Aux., $17; Litch-
field Corner, Aux., $23; Au-
burn, High St. Ch,, Aux.
(add'l), $5, Y. L. M, B., $5;
Bethel, First Ch., Aux., $16,
Second Ch., Aux,, §12, Little
Helpers, $4.50; Andover,
Aux., $5.50; Hallowell, Aux.,
$10,50; Hampden, Aux,, §20;
South Paris, Aux., §19; Cape
Elizabeth, Coral Workers M.
C, $15 ;

Gray, Aux., $9 ; South
Freeport, Aux,, $50; Harps-
well Centre, Aux., $6, two
ladies, $5; Foxcroft and
Dover, Aux., §27.82; St. Al-
bans, Aux., $5.48; Water-
ville, Aux., §16.50, Cong, Ch,,
S. S., $7.87; Norridgewock,
Aux., $25; Gorham, Aux.,
$25, Little Xeighbors, $5;
Castine, Aux., $7.50; Yar-
mouth, Aux., $31.48: Farm-
in gton, Aux., of wh. $25 to
const. L. M, Miss Carrie Tit-
comb, $31.75; Orono, Aiix.,
813; Belfast, Aux., $20; Dex-
ter, Ladies of Cong. Ch.,
§2.50; Warren, Aux., §8;
Bridgton,Aux.

, $16.50 ; Thora-
aston, Cong, Ch,, $21 ; Wash-
ington Co.Conf., Aux,, $5.06;
Ellsworth, Aux. (add'l), §2,
S. S., $5.43; Portland, Aux.,
$41.37, Y, L, M. B, , §75, Young
People's Aid Soc'y, Second
Parish Ch,, §12, State St. Ch.,
880, West End Ch., $4.75,

Total, $1,109 71

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
New Hampshire Branch.—yiisa
Abby E. Mclntire, Treas.
Candia, Aux., $16; Henniker,
Aux., §17.75; Kensington,
M, C, $5; Marlboro, Aux,,
$13.39; Newport, Newport
Workers, $125; Pittsfield,
Aux., §47.25, M, B., $26.18;
Stratham. Lam plighters,
§16.40; Swansey, Aux., §15, §281 97

Claremont. — Merry Workers,
const, L, M, Mrs, Ellen A.
Stone, 25 00

Raymond. — Mrs, James T.
Dudley, 4 00

Total, §310 97

VERMONT.
Vermont Branch.— 'SLxs. T. M,
Howard, Treas. Barnet,
Busy Bees, $5; Brattleboro,
Aux., $.50; Chester, Young
People's Miss'y Soc'y, §20.10;
Danville, Aux., §13; Dorset,
Aux., of wh. §25 const. L. M.
Miss JanettVance, §38; Fair-
haven, Aux., $14,50; Hart-
ford, Aux., §12; Westmin-
ster West, Aux., const. L. M.
Mrs. O. F. Buxton, §25;
Staustead, P. Q., Mrs. Julia
Benton, 40 cts., $178 00

Putney.—Mrs. A. S. Taft, 4 40

Total, $182 40

MASSACHUSETTS.
Andover and Wohurn Branch.
— Miss E. F. Wilder, Treas.
Billerica, Willing Workers, $23 00

Barnstable Co. Branch. —
Miss Amelia Snow, Treas.
Yarmouth, Aux., §8.75, Y. L.
M. C, §69.50; Wellfleet, Aux,,
11.50; Falmouth, Aux., .§9;

East Falmouth, Aux., §12;
Wauquoit, Aux., $1, 111 75

Berkshire Branch.—Mrs. S, N.
Russell, Treas. Adams, Aux,,
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SIO; Xorth Adams, Aux.,
$128.50; Peru, Aux., S32,
Top Twip: :nl C, $10; West
Stockbridge, Aux., $15.25;
Richmond, Aux., $25; Mill
River, Aux., $10; Pittsfield,
First Ch., Aux. , $17.14 ; Hach-
inosu, Aux., SlOO, Memorial
Soc'v, S65, AVe Girls, $50,
Cora'l Workers, $ilO, South
Ch., Aux., S17.43, S490 32

Essex North Branch. — Mrs.
Augustus Hammond, Treas.
Collection at meeting, $25;
Bradford Academv, Foreign
Miss'y Soc'y, S24.84; Grove-
land, Aux., S30; Haverhill,
North Ch. Industrial Soc'v,
$60; Pentucket, M. B., $14.50

;

West Haverhill, Aux., $15,
M. C, $17; Ipswich, Aux.,
$35; West Newbury, Aux.,
$21, 242 34

Franklin Co. Branch. — Miss
L. A. Sparhawk, Treas.
Deerfield, Aux., $12; South
Deerfield, Aux., $15.55;
Northfield, Mrs. A. M. D. Al-
exander, $100; Shelburne,
Aux., $30; Shelburne Falls,
Aux., $45.60, Little Women,
$20; Sunderland, Aux., $16;
Whately, Aux., $18.82, 257 97

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss
Isabella G. Clarke, Treas.
North Hadley, Aux., $15;
South Amherst, Aux., $25;
Hadley, Aux., $20, Mrs. P. $1, 61 00

Hamilton. — Thank-Off. from
a mother, 5 00

Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. E. H.
Warren, Treas. South Fram-
ingham, Willing Workers,
$75, Aux., $35; South Sud-
bury, Ladies' Miss'y Soc'y,
$1.50, Ashland Gleaners,
$17.50, 129 00

Montague.—First Cong. Ch., 7 00
Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.
—Mrs. Franklin Shaw, Treas.
Brockton, Coral Workers,
$30; Hanover, Aux., $6;
Braintree, Aux., $8, 44 00

New Bedford.—Vnion Workers, 10 00

Old Colony Branch. — Miss
Frances J. Runnels, Treas.
Rochester, M. C. and S. S.,

$3; New Bedford. Wide-
Awake Workers, $5, Union
Workers , $40 ;

Taunton,
Broadway Ch. M. B., $5;
Winslow, S. S., $4.50; Attle-
boro, Bovs' Branch of Lenses,
$13.30; East Taunton, Aux.,
$32, 102 80

Peahody. — A Friend, const.
L. M. Miss Susanna Mills, 25 00

Springfield Branch.— ^liss H.
T. Buckingham, Treas, Lud-
low Centre, Aux., $6.15; Mon-
son, Anx., $22; Springfield,
First Ch., Aux., $1.16, 29 31

Su^'olk Branch.—yUss Mvra B.
Child, Treas. Boston,"^ Mrs.
Charles A. Lord, $5, Park St.
Ch., Aux., of wh. $25 by Mrs.
M. J. Draper, const, self L.M.,
and $25 by Miss Abby Keith,
const, self L. M., and $50 by
Mrs. Jacob Fullarton. const.
L. M's Miss Carrie F. Gibson,
Mrs. James H. AVork, $750,
Echo Band, $70, Union Ch.,
Aux., $30 ; Roxbury,Eliot Ch.,
Aux., $33.50,Thompson Circle,
$1.50, Ferguson Circle, $2.50,
Mayflowers, $3. Eliot Star, $3,
Walnut Ave. Ch., Aux., $7;
Dorcliester,Village Ch.,Aux.,
$30; Charlestown, Winthrop
Ch., Children's Winthrop
Helpers, $66; Cambridge-
port, Prospect St. Ch., Aux.,
$50, Bearers of Glad Tidings,
$25; Jamaica Plain, Thank-
Off., $10, Wide-Awake M. B.,

$30; Chelsea, Third Ch.,
Aux., $40, M. C, $10, Central
Ch., Pilgrim Band, .^15;

Brighton, Young Ladies'
Miss'y Soc'v, $10 ;

Hyde Park,
Aux., $31, Cong. S. S., $7.40;
Dedham, Asvlum Dime Soc'y,
$2.51, B. C. M., $50; Newton-
ville, Aux., $125, Central
Cong. Ch. M. B., $10; New-
ton Centre, Mite Mission
Branch of the Maria B. Fur-
ber Miss'y Soc'y, $26; New-
ton Upper Falls, A Friend,
$50; Walpole, Little Glean-
ers' M. C, $80.02; Waverly,
Ladies' Miss'y Soc'y, const.
L. M. Miss Sarah Blake, $25;
Wavland, Young People's
M. C., $6.80, $1,605 23

Tojysfield.—^lrs. Ephraim Per-
kins, $4, In memory of 3Irs.
L. S. Crawford, $5, 9 00

H'^est Brookfield.—Y. P. M, C, 5 00

Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs. G.
W.Russell, Treas. Whitins-
ville, Aux., Merry Gleaners'
M. C, $50, collection at Quar-
terly Meeting, $37.13; Fitch-
burg, C. C. Ch., Aux., $36,
Young Ladies' Circle, $15,
Little Builders, $14.25 ;Leices-
ter, M. C, $30; Athol, Aux.,
.$25; Auburn, M. C, of wh.
$25 const. L. M. Mrs. S. D.
Hosmer, $35; Spencer, A
Friend, $10; Worcester,
Union Ch., Aux., $73.85,
Piedmont Ch., ]VIissionary
Gleaners, $45, 371 23

Worcester.— Plymouth Ch.,
David Whitcomb, in memory
of Mrs. David Whitcomb, 500 00

Wellesley. — College Christian
Asso., 250 00

Total, $4,278 95



304 LIFE AND LIGHT,

LEGACY.
Legacy of IMrs. Samuel Gard-

ner, Wakefield, $500 UO

RHODE ISLAND.

Rhode Island Branch.— :Miss

Auna T. White, Treas. Prov-
idence, Union Ch. Mission
Helpers, 865, Beneficent Ch.,
Foreign M. C, $100, $165 00

Total, §165 00

CO>'>-ECTICDT.

Eastern Conn. Branch. — Miss
iMary I. Lockwood, Treas.
Groton, Aux., S22; Putnam,
Aux., of -vvh. §25 const. L. M.
Mrs. F. W. Perry, §48, Mis-
sionary Workers, $25; Col-
chester, M. C, .§23.18; Pom-
fret, Aux., $33.70, M.* C,
§13.99; Danielsouville, Aux.,
§14; Moutville, Aux,, §3;
Taftville, Aux., $11.51, M. C,
§10.46; Hanover, Aux., §7.28,
Willing AVorkers, §3; Waun-
gan, Aux., of wh. §25 const.
L. M. Mrs. Lydia C. Hunter,
§30 ;

Norwich, Park Ch., §108,
Broadway Ch., Y. L. M. C,
$110; East Woodstock, Aux.,
$10; New London, First Ch.,
$68; Second Ch.,§59. 15; Brook-
lyn, Aux., §40, §640 27

Hartford Branch— Miss Anna
Morris, Treas. Bristol, :\r. C.
§16; East Hartford, Real
Workers' M. C, $40; Po-
quonock, Cheerful Givers'
M. C, §34; Tolland, Aux., §6, 96 00

A^ew Haven Branch.— Miss Ju-
lia Twining, Treas. Bridge-
port, North Ch., Cheerful
Workers, §25; Cromwell,
Aux., $9.26; Deep River,
Aux., §20.50; Ellsworth,
Golden Links, $20; Essex,
Aux., .§2.50; Meriden, Centre
Ch., Y. L. M. C, $5: Middle
Haddam. Aux., §2.50, What-
soever Band, $20; Milford,
Aux., §4; New Britain, South
Ch., Y. L. M. B. , $52 ; New Ha.
yen. Centre Ch,, Aux., prev.
contri. const. L. M's Mrs.
Henry Farnam, INIrs. Dexter
Alden, Miss Fannie B.
Thomas, Miss Adcle H. Bald-
win, Miss Sarah A Clark,
$.50.25, Ch. of the Redeemer,
Y. L. M. C, $30, Acorn Band,
.§5; Fair Haven, First Ch.,
Boys' M. C, $10.50, Second
Ch., Quinnipiar Circle, §1.5,

United Ch., Mrs. Cady's
School, $11.61, Yale Collesre
Ch.. Aux., §47, M. C, §10;
Stratford, Alpha Band, §5;
Trumbull, Aux., const. L. M.

Mrs. Nelson French, $25;
Warren, Aux., prev. contri.
const. L. M. Mrs. Lydia C.
Calhoun, $16; Watertown,
Aux., $50; Winsted, Aux.,
$86.59, Mountain Daisies,
§30, $552 71

Total, §1,288 98

XEW YORK.
New York State Branch.—Mrs.
G. H. Norton, Treas. Phoe-
nix, Aux., $11.70; Brooklyn,
So. Cone. Ch., Ladies' Benev.
Soc'y, $100, Park Ch., Aux.,
const, L. M. Miss E. A. Cum-
mins, $25, East Ch., Y. L.
M. C., $17; Albany, Morning
Star M. C, $100; Fairport,
Aux., $55, Cong. S. S., §25;
Buffalo, Aux,, $100, M, B.,
§61; Canandaigua, Aux.,
§265; Morristown, Aux., §20;
Crown 'Point, Aux., §20; Syr-
acuse, Aux., $275; Lockport,
Aux., §6, §1,080 70

New York City.—In memory of
S, M. F,, 10 00

Total, §1,090 70

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.
Mrs, Samuel Wilde, Treas,
New Jersey: Paterson,
Aux., §6, Auburn St. Cong.
Ch. S. S., §5; Orange, Grove
St. Cong. Ch., Aux., §38;
Orange Vallov, Cong, Ch.,
Children's M", B., 40 cts,

;

Jersey City, Aux., §38.18;
Plainifleld, Aux., §10. D. C.

:

Washington, Aux., of wh.
$25 by Mrs. C. A. Weed, to
const, self L. M., $43.44, $141 02

Total, §141 02

FLORIDA.

Interlacken.—Mrs. E. L. Camp, $1 40

Total, $1 40

OHIO.

Pomero?/, — Welsh Cong. Ch., §5 74

Total, §5 74

MICHIGAN.

Orion.—Coug. Ch., $0 56

Total, §0 56

General Funds, $8,575 43
Weekly Pledge, 85
Leaflets, 23 57
Morning Star, 14 60
Legacies, 500 00

Total, $9,114 45

Miss Emma Carkuth, Treasurer.
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CHINA.

OUR LITTLE SCHOOL AT KALGAX.
by mrs. mark williams.

January 2, 1885.

I AM glad to write about the little day-school. It is mine only

for this winter. I am just as happy as possible in working for it.

What a pleasure and privilege it is to teach about Jesus ! How
quickening to one's self it is! With humility and shame one sees

that one's living is a teaching that ought to match.

The girls are reciting only from the Bible and hymnbook at

present. They some time since committed to memory two small

Chinese schoolbooks, and reviewed, and re-reviewed. I hear the

advance lesson of each one, and then the daily review lessons are

recited together, each repeating one or two verses around. This

last arrangement gives me time to talk about some one's lesson,

and we sometimes have a beautiful time together. One day one

of the girls recited, Consider the lilies," etc. ;
" Wherefore, if God

so clothe the grass of the field, shall he not much more clothe

you?" We talked about the flowers, and the girls named those

they knew. " If you plant aster seeds do nasturtiums come
up?" I asked. Their eyes all grew very bright. "Xo, never,"

they said. " Who takes care of the seeds, and keeps them always

true ? " " God," they all answered. " Does God like the flowers,

that he makes them so beautiful, and takes such care of them ? "

"I think he does." "Which does he care for most, a nastur-

tium or you, Er NUza?" "He likes the flowers best." The
others laughed. "He likes us best. We are the most important."

"Why?" " Yinuri sz ren " (Because we are human). "If it

was a baby, only so long, what then?" "It is human, too."

"Yes; it has a soul, which may live with Jesus always. Now all

remember how much God loves the flowers, but how much more
he loves you. What did he do to show how much he loves

you?" "He sent Jesus."

Mrs. Feng, the teacher and matron, and I, are in great anxiety.

One of the dear little girls has been taken away by her mother.

The report is that she will sell her for a wicked purpose, for $20.

I would gladly pay the $20, but the mother is one who would
respect no agreement, written or otherwise. She would come and
take the girl away whenever she pleased. I could require the

child of her if I had a paper, but any appeal to law would ruin

(305)
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the school in its present condition. Five years hence I hope
things will be different. I know God can overrule the mother's

wicked plans, and have sent our cook to find the man to whose
son the little girl is engaged. He is an opium-eater, and may not

care what happens, but he ought to prevent such sin.

Evening. The cook came back without finding the man, but

he did find the woman and her child. She told him she had no

such plan as we had heard, but was going to get a husband for

herself and one for her girl, at a village two miles out of Kalgan.

The go-between, who was making the match, came and told the

same story, so we hope it may be true. At the school the mother
owned that she had had this other plan— the bad woman— to

support both herself and her daughter; also that the daughter

was to be paid for, as above.

The matron came for me, as Za meiza's mother and the go-be-

tween were at the school. After talking with them a few min-

utes I asked to see the little girl, to say good-bye. Her mother
went home to bring her, she said, but did not come back. Lastly

the go-between went, too, to bring them both, but she did not

come back. They feared we might try to influence the child

against the marriage — a mistake on their part. I wanted to say

to her, "Don't forget to love Jesus. Don't forget that he loves

you."

While we were waiting, Mrs. Feng told the go-between about

the time when she began to hear of the true God.
" I used to hear about the foreigners who were preaching a new

religion, but never saw them. I was a young wife then, and could

not go to the street-door to gaze. But I heard things sometimes

which, though I did not understand them, started me thinking.

My father was a doctor, and he had a nice tablet with gilt letters

to the god of medicine. We burnt incense before it on the 1st

and 15th of every month and on the god's birthday. After my
father died, as my brothers did not keep on with the shop, they

let the tablet be neglected, and finally threw it away.

"My uncle's family sold bean-curd, and they worshiped a hai-

fu-shhi ; but when they stopped that business they no longer

burned incense to their god. I saw that every body did the same.

They worshiped only to forward their own interests. 'What
kind of gods are these?' I said. 'Why are they not insulted

when the people do so ?

'

" There was another thing. A man whom I knew used to talk

against the gods: ' I do not worship the Horse God, but are my
animals ever sick?' One day his horse was taken sick. The
man was a carpenter, and he had a rather fair piece of wood
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which had been lying some time in an out-house. He got that

out in great haste, and sawed, and planed, and put together a

tablet to the Horse God. Then with all speed he prostrated him-

self, and burned incense. What kind of a god is that, thought I,

who will allow his tablet to be made of such wood ? So I had my
doubts, but we always burned incense and koio towed at the regu-

lar times. It could not do any harm, and we had always done it.

The children's father had been at Kalgan; and the day he came
home, as soon as he had washed the dust from his face, he took

down the tablets and gods and burned them. I was not quite

pleased, but I said nothing. The liext day he left for Peking, to

go to the training-school, and I thought, ' If the gods are angry,

he will have misfortune on the way.' But he got there safely.

" That winter our daughter was very sick, and the neighbors

said, ' This is because he burnt the gods; buy some more.' But
I said, * Then when my husband comes back, what shall I do ?

'

They said, ' Take the gods down and hide them in a water-jar, and

paste it up.' And I thought, 'Now, if I were pasted up in a

water-jar I should die, and it would be an insult to the gods to

put them in a place not fit for me.' It was surely the Lord who
helped me to stand firm against them all. Afterward I was bap-

tized. I knew very little about Jesus, but my husband wanted

me to be baptized, so I said whatever he wanted me to say."

Here Mrs. Williams' story of her native friends suddenly ends. We hope

to hear further from them.

QUESTIONINGS.

BY MISS ADA HAVEN.

Peking, Feb. 13, 1885.
,

We are permitted to make extracts from a letter to a young society in

Sioux Falls, Dak.:—

I DO not know whether you are young or old, dear girls, so I

cannot tell exactly how to suit your tastes; but probably there is

no one of you who could not, by a great stretch of memory, think

back to the time when Bible truth was new and fresh to you, and

the mind was just beginning to awaken to the mysteries and ques-

tionings of life. And what queer notions you had then. Even

the wisest of you, looking back on the queryings of that wonder-

ing little soul, will feel tempted to smile at your own expense.

But did you ever ask yourself how it would be with your soul

if, instead of the truth, you had been taught a lie, and all the

while you had a kind of glimmering perception that it was a

lie, until finally nothing seemed worth caring for but eating, and

drinking, and playing?
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Then fancy yourself getting some impression of the truth, and
you can see how much more these little ones have to contend

with than ever you had. Yet the same questions will come up as

came to you. Here are some of their questions. You will see

it is as hard for them to understand the spiritual nature of God as

for any foreign child. *'The catechism says that Grod is without

form and substance. How is it then that you tell us Jesus is

God, and yet show us pictures of him ?" How can I find words
to explain to them in Chinese the mystery of the Trinity, when I

could not explain it even in English? One will say, pointing to

the chapel, "That house has the name Jesus Chapel. If that is

the place where Jesus lives, I don't understand how he can see

in here."

Sometimes the little questioners puzzle themselves over the

mysteries of life and death: ''When was God born?" "Where
were our souls before we were born?"
A scholar in the boarding-school had died, and the little Arabs

came crowding into the funeral, anxious not to miss any affair

that is going on, whether it be a "red affair" (a wedding) or a

"white affair" (a funeral). They saw us all with sad faces and

tearful eyes. The next Sunday there were more questions to

answer. "Was not that scholar a good girl?" "Oh, yes; we
hope she was a Christian?" "Well, couldn't she go to heaven,

then?" "We hope she has gone to heaven." "I should think

if heaven is sucli a very happy place, and all trouble is over, you
would think it was something to be very glad about when some
one has gone to heaven. How do you foreigners look at it? Is it

a time to mourn or a time to rejoice ? " Perhaps my little heathen

^scholar can teach me something. She can certainly ask questions

hard to answer. If she had only asked how Christians ought to

look on death, it would have been easier to answer. Again: The
children seem to have trouble in putting the idols out of their

minds. I ask them, "At New Year people paste up gate-gods on

their gates; are those true or false gods?" "Oh," with a

laugh, " those are false gods. Wait till it rains, and they will be

hanging in tatters." " How is it with the kitchen gods? " " Oh,

they are false, too — nothing but paper." "And how about the

little Buddhas that people put up in their houses?" "Oh, they

are nothing but mud; you can smash them all to pieces." "And
the idols in the temples — are they false, too?" "Oh, no; those

are real. They are brass all the way through." So you see

though it is "virgin soil," there must be much rooting up of

weeds before the good can take root.
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MICRONESIA.

LETTER FROM MISS CATHCART.
PROGRESS IX SCHOOL.

KusAiE, Oct. 9, 1884.

Thanks for your letter of January, 1884. It reached me
on the twenty-second of Auj^ust. You speak of your desire for

late news from Micronesia. We might almost feel the same desire

from the other end of the line, only we become so accustomed to

old things that it does not make much difference. I do not see

hut letters of June. '83, were just as acceptable as those of June,

'84, all coming together as they did. We think the Jennie Walker
may be here any day. She has gone on to the West, with Mr. and

Mrs. Logan, and will remain at Ruk till the walls and roof of their

house are completed. It is October now, and I suppose you are

preparing the report for the year. The past six months, since my
last letter, school has moved forward steadily, but not rapidly.

The scholars are attentive and studious, and are making satisfac-

tory progress in English. The English is a hard language for

them to learn, and we do not expect them to do more in it than to

read understandingly easy books. We hope to be able to furnish

'iacli of the teachers, from year to year, some helpful books that

they can read and explain in the native tongue to their scholars.

Some of them can understand nearly all ordinary conversation.

The natives of any of these islands are very quick in picking up
the languages of the other groups. We have both Marshall

Islanders and Kusaians in school, and they learn to converse with

one another in either language in a short time.

Two of our boys who have been in school five or six years

graduated last week, and will probably go to assist the teachers

now at Jalny and Ailiulaplap. They seem to possess consider-

able missionary spirit. You can hardly imagine how great is our

need of a family here to come by the next trip of the Star. Pray

with great faith that the very right ones may be found — those

who are full of the Spirit, longing to scatter the Word of God
where it is not known. The call for teachers is great; and shall

we let the people die without learning of Christ, because there are

none to train up teachers ? I will tell you of

THE CALL FROM ONE ISLAND.

It is probably the only one in Micronesia where the people

have ever worshiped idols carved from wood or stone. On all the

islands the natives worship stones, trees, animals, birds, and fish

dressed and made sacred, but no carved images except on Nuku-
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wor. There the natives are of Samoau descent, and idols have
been common ; but all were destroyed in 1883. One large idol in

the form of a man was kept in their house of worship, and day
and night the people congregated there, making such a noise that

the trader could not sleep. So one day when the natives had all

gone to the other side of the island, to make canoes, the trader set

fire to the house and idol. The people, seeing the fire, rushed

back to find out what was the matter; but they could not put it

out. They were perfectly confident that after six days the idols

would send a storm that would sweep the whole island away.

They destroyed everything of value; and then came together on
the fifth day, to wait for the final destruction of all. But after

they had passed a sleepless night, the sixth day came in calm and
bright. Then they said, "It is all a lie; our idol was good for

nothing !

"

In December of the same year some of the people visited

Namerik, where we have a teacher. They greatly admired the

people there for their knowledge, and earnestly requested a

teacher. They had found out that their idol was false, and they

also greatly desired to learn arithmetic, so that the trader could

not deceive them in trade. Although of Samoan descent, they

now speak the Marshall Island language. This is but one of

many islands needing a teacher. How long shall they wait be-

cause there are so few workers and so little money? Then, when
is our girls' school coming? Where are our teachers to find suita-

ble wives ? It is impossible till girls are trained. And the young^

men are growing quite particular in this matter. They wish for

educated wives. * * * One request I make of you who meet
every Friday morning: pray that strength and wisdom may be

given for the added duties of this year, in the absence of Dr. and
Mrs. Pease, and that the Holy Spirit may abide in the hearts of all

our scholars.

By a chance vessel we get this later word:—
March 11, 1885.

Dear Friends,— A vessel is near, and Mr. W. is going off to

her. He may be able to send letters. I have not much time to

write. You will be glad to hear, if you receive this, that I am
well, also the other missionaries. Scholars well, and doing well.

Of course I am working hard while there is no one else who can

use native language, but God has wonderfully helped me beyond

all I could have expected or hoped, for over four months now, and

I am able to work every day. Yery happy in the work.

Love to all, Lillie.

God bless you all ; and pray much for us!
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STUDIES IN MISSIONARY HISTORY.
1885.

THE ARMENIAN MISSION, NO. 3— 1846-1860.

First Results of the Persecution : The believers called Protest-
ants. Letter from the Grand Vizier to the Pasha of Erzrooin.
Power of the Pasha reduced.

Organization of the Evangelical Armenian Church : First church
in Constantinople. Pastor chosen. Number of churches formed
during first two years. Number of members. How many in the
Protestant community ? Ordination of Baron Simon ; Pastor
Avedis. Third church. How many churches and pastors at the
close of this period ?

Progress of Religious Liberty : Protestant Charter of Rights
obtained by Lord Cowley. Imperial Firman of 1850. When was
Christian evidence accepted in the courts?

Crimean War. Aims of the Czar. Effects on Mission Work.
Hatti Humaioun, 1856. Causes.

Turkish Missions Aid Society.
The Missionaries. Re-enforcements. Fire of 1848. Tours.

Removal of Dr. Smith to Aintab. Death of Mrs. Hamlin; of
Mr. and Mrs. Everett; of Mr. Benjamin.

Printing and Book Distribution. The Avedaper. Editions of
the Bible and Testament.

Education. Hostility of the Patriarch to the Seminary at
Bebek. Effects of this persecution on the teaching of the Sem-
inary. Growth and religious interest, 1848 and 1849.

Workfor Women. The Female Seminary. Religious interest.
Arrival of Miss West. Work of Miss Haynes.

Work at Nicomedia. Church organized ; Pastor ordained. The
Girls' School. Work at Broosa.

Work at Adabazar. Church organized: Pastor Hohanues
Sahakian. Demirdesh. Persecution.

Marsovan. Beautiful situation. Interesting beginnings. Visit
of Mr. Powers; of Mr. Bliss. Persecution.

Cesarea. Progress.
Finished Work of Pastor A. Kachadurian; of Bedros Kamag-

hielyan.
Heroes of the Mission Field. A series of bright little sketches

published by the American Tract Society, at 10 cents each, con-
tain the lives of Dr. Goodell, Dr. Dwight, and Julia Rappelye.
Send for August number of Mission Studies.

"AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?"
# BY MRS. ARTHUR E. ARNOLD.

Far down through the ages there has come to us the story of
two brothers, the first the young world ever saw. Upon the broad
plains of Asia,— outside, alas! the Garden of Eden,— 'Mbel tended
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his flocks, while Cain was a tiller of the ground." You all know
the story— the two offerings; the one accepted, the other rejected;
the tragic ending, when the angry Cain rose up against Abel, his
brother, and slew him ; and the voice of the Lord was heard calling
unto Cain, "Where is thy brother? " And he said, " I know not.
Am I my brother's keeper?" Nearly six thousand years have
come and gone since that Divine Voice first determined the ques-
tion of human responsibility in that terse sentence, " the voice of
thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground"; but the
lapse of ages has not lifted from humanity the weight of obliga-
tion toward its fellows. The destinies of the human race are inex-
tricably interwoven. We are not a race of hermits. " No one of us
liveth unto himself." God has established on the earth his king-
dom of grace through his Son, our Saviour. He has intrusted the
building up of that kingdom to us, his human instruments; and
with the utterance of the command, "Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature," the cause of misions
was born on the earth. The very etymology of the word missions
is full of the missionary spirit, coming to us from the Latin, mean-
ing "to send." Every missionary society is a sending society,

and the whole subject of missions means something or somebody
sent somewhere. Our theme is responsibility toward Christian
missions. Living as we do in the midst of nineteenth-century
civilization, with all the privileges it gives to us, what is our duty
as Christian women toward our less fortunate heathen sisters ?

Our first duty is interest in missions. In the present stage
of development of Christian missions, both at home and abroad,
it is hard, indeed, to find any excuse for lack of interest in

the work. It is too late in the day for any woman to say, "I
do not believe in missions." Not believe in missions, when
our sliips ride the waves in ports where an anchor never would
have been cast but for the civilizing power of Christianity?
Not believe in missions, when every dollar expended in carrying
the gospel to lands hitherto closed to commerce is returned four-
fold to enrich the nation? Not believe in missions, when thou-
sands have been brought from thick darkness into the marvelous
light of the Son of righteousness? And yet there are those who
are still asking, " Cui bono 9" What good is all this spending of
time and treasure, this wear and tear of life and energy, this pour-
ing out of precious ointment for such unworthy objects as heatlien ?

Why not let them alone, to live and die worshiping tlieir idols?
Goa made them, and he will take care of them. Ah, dear, unbe-
lieving friend, we are our sisters' keepers, and the voice of their
blood crieth unto God from the ground !

There is a class of persons who sin through ignorance
instead of prejudice. They know nothing about missions, and
therefore do nothing. The whole subject is to them a sealed book.
Many of these need but a word in season to awaken heart and
conscience to the great need of the world for missionary work.

Others there are who have not discoverd that it is fashionable
to work for missions. Many a woman who thinks she " might as

well be out of the world as out of the fashion," would be aston-
ished at the array of distinguished names on the rolls of our mis-
sionary societies, and would lose no time in joining a society so
fashionable, if she only knew anything about it.
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Others do not realize the power of foreign missions as an
agency in the civilization of the world. This we cannot longer
ignore without confessing ourselves behind the times.

The way to civilize the world is to Christianize it. Go where
you will, and the type of civilization of a country is indicated by
the type of its religion. Xot until we realize this fact to its fullest
extent, shall we realize the extent of our responsibility as citizens
of Christendom for the social, moral, and religious condition of
Heathendom. "Fia cnicis via lucis'' is as true to-day as in the
days of the Fathers. The cross of Christ must be planted upon
every shore before the kingdoms of darkness can become king-
doms of light. "The way of the cross is the way of light," and
the only way.

But granted that we know all these things, and knowing them
recognize our responsibility in the abstract, it is not enough.
There must be a sense of personal obligation, a willingness to
" do with our might wliat our hands find to do,'" before our whole
duty is discharged. Knowledge of the work and acceptance of the
responsibility it brings, will not fail to beget in our hearts an hon-
est interest in it. But the qualification needed to make us thor-
oughly enjoy the work, is a fine enthusiasm that will lift us up and
carry us over the hard places. It pays to be enthusiastic. Half-
hearted service is never faithful service. Shall we work for mis-
sions simply because we ought? Xo; let us "do it heartily, as
unto the Lord."

It is to the Christian religion we owe our proud position as
queens in our own households. The preaching of the evangel of
the Lord means honor and respect to womanhood ; its withhold-
ing, means slavery and degradation to our sex. If these things
are true, there rests upon us a weight of responsibility we may
try in vain to shake off. Shall we sit in our homes, surrounded
by tender, loving ministries, and render nothing to him who cast
our lines in such pleasant places ? Let us not hesitate because we
cannot do some great thing. Though our circle be ever so circum-
scribed, there is still the " cup of cold water." Though we may
not be able to "shine by great deeds" for Christ, there are still

the corners. Have "you seen that little hymn,

"Jesus bids us shine
"With a clear, pure light,

You in your little corner,
And I in mine" ?

Phillips Brooks, in a sermon on the text, " Prepare ye the way
ef the Lord," says these beautiful and encouraging things to those

who can do but little in making straight the Lord's pathway;
" Xot one little brown and withered leaf falls to the ground on
one of these November days, but the shape of the planet is

changed: so there is not one little act of yours, one whispered
prayer that his kingdom may come, but becomes a factor in the

world's redemption. If I can only place one little golden brick

in the pavement of the Lord's highway, I will place it there, that

coming generations may walk thereon to the heavenly city."

The times are ripe for work. We are our sisters' keepers; what
to do for them, and how to do it. is the question of the hour.

An indispensable requisite to the discharge of our responsibility

to Christian missions is the spirit of prayer. Dr. Alden once said
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there must be prayer somewhere, or foreign missions will go to
the wall." Prayer has been called "the lever that moves the
world." I say it reverently,— it moves the very throne of grace
itself. The handle of the lever has been placed in our hands;
with it, what may we not do for the field and the workers!

Again: after knowledge of the work, interest, enthusiasm, and
prayer for it, comes that which is at once most helpful to our-
selves and others— consecrated Christian giving.

The answer to the question "How much?" rests with each
heart. As God has prospered us: a little if it must be a little;

much if it may be much; something, at any rate. Things are
worth to us what they cost us. If the evangelization of the world
costs us nothing, we value it accordingly. Give cheerfully, un-
grudgingly, "freely as ye have received." It should be accounted
a precious privilege to have a part in the eighteen thousand dollars
apportioned to Illinois this year. It is not a burden grievous to

be borne; it is the grateful offering of redeemed souls to Him wlio
gave himself for us.

In conclusion, what I have tried to say may be summed up in
one word: more knowledge, more enthusiasm, more prayer, more
giving, are all included in that all-embracing term, consecration.

Upon the seal of one of the London missionary societies is the
figure of an ox, standing with a plow on one side and an altar on
the other, with this motto beneath, "Ready for either." This is

the spirit that must pervade our hearts if we would see the Lord's
work go forward in the earth. Ready for the altar of sacrifice—
ready for the plow of toil ! Has God blessed you in basket and
store? It is that you may consecrate your substance to him. Has
he given you the pen of a ready writer ? Consecrate your gift to
the Lord. Has he tipped your tongue with silver, whereby you
may persuade many ? Your path is plain before you. The noblest
powers God has given to man or woman may well be consecrated
to the cause of missions. The rapid culmination of events points
with prophetic finger to the time when a nation shall be born in a
day. Well for us if, in our selfishness, we do not let those glorious
opportunities pass by, and miss of their equally glorious privileges.

OUR TREASURY.
Great needs develop great resources, we are told. Our needs

are great. By our Treasurer's statement we are more than $2,000
behind our contributions at this time last year. We ask, and pray,
and labor for $60,000. Last year we fell far short of this, and left

much new and needy work undone, though we met all our actual
obligations. This year the indications seem to be that we shall

not meet them. Suppose a business company w^ere confronted
w ith this danger. Every member of it would immediately become
a committee of one to secure means to meet these obligations.
That is just what we must do. Our company is large. Reverently
let us remember that our heavenly Father stands at the head of
our work. One with God is a host; but we are many. The great
need of the hour is, that every one should awake to this emergency,
and make some special effort. Dear sister on the prairie or among
the mountains, will you not join hands with us in the cities and
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give a special offering, according to your ability? Do not neglect
to give the small things, if you have little. And do not forget the
prayer that may make them as the five loaves and two fishes.

But if you have means to gratify your taste in dress, and furniture,
and books, give largely, abundantly. Let us see to it that our
giving is in proportion to our style of living. And let us make the
most of our other resources. Tithes of our talents, our time, and
our influence must be freely given.

What has your talent for music or art returned to your Lord,
dear sister ? Remember how the children exercise their ingenuity
to earn their pennies; and will you not gladly become as a little

child ?

Your influence is a great resource. If you can interest ten
women to give one dollar each, you will do far more than if you
give ten dollars yourself. Each dollar will be a seed-corn that
will multiply itself in future harvests. There is no rest for the
husbandman in these days before the autumn, and there should
be no rest for us. Pray, labor, give, and pray again, that when we
go up to our annual ingathering at St. Louis, in October, we may
offer to the Lord of the harvest abundant sheaves.

RECEIPTS OF THE WOMAN^S BOARD OF MISSIONS
OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Treasurer.

From May 18, 1885, to June 18, 1885.

ILLINOIS.

Illinois Buanch.— Mrs. W. A.
Talcott, of Rockford,Treas.
Aurora, New Eng. Ch., 18;
Canton, of wh. 5 memorial
ofEeriiifr, 15; Chicago, Mrs.
C. W. Crocker, 5, Plymouth
Ch.,Mrs. J. A. S., 4. New Eng.
Ch., 127.82, South Ch., of wh.
25 to const. L, M. Mrs. J. B.
Smith, 26.25; Dover, of wh.
1.10 thank-off., 11.10; Dovm-
ers Grove, 4; Earlville, 6.19;
Geneseo, Zenana Soc, 25; La
Moille, 20; Lawn liidf/e, 10;
Lee Center, 5; Lyonsville, 11;
Oak Park, 118.15; Port By-
ron. 19; Plai7ijielcl, 25; Pock-
ford, 1st Ch., 38.32, 2d Ch.,
47.10; Sterling, 10; Streator,
5.57; Waverly, "from a
friend," 100. $651 50

Juniors: Chicago, Lincoln
Park Ch.. Y. L. Soc, 25;
Quincy, "Lend aHandClub,"
10; Wyoming, Light Bear-
ers, 10, 45 00

JuvENiLKS : Chicago, Union
Park Ch. Mission Band,

Total,

28 33

$724 83

INDIANA.

Indiana Branch.— Mrs. L. F.
Hyde, of Indianapolis,
Treas. Elkhart, Aux., 8;
Fort Wayne, 17.30, $25 30

Total, $25 30

IOWA.
Iowa Branch. —Mis. E. R.
Potter, of Grinnell, Treas.
Chester Centre, 14; Creston,
16.28 ;

Clinton, W; Des Moines,
22; Gilbert Station, 13;
Grinnell , 55.15; Holland,
"A Friend," 5; Montour,
10.50; Mason City, Mrs. Jen-
nison, 1; Oldfield, 1.50; Web-
ster, f>\ Wayne, 10, $163 43

Juniors: Clay, Y. L. M. Soc,
for Bridge, 10 00

Juveniles: Montour, Willing
Workers, 5 00

Total, $178 43

Kansas Branch.— Mrs. A. L.
Slosson, of Leavenworth,
Treas. Dial, 2.20; Hiawatha,
Mis. Frank Spaulding, 10;
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Morril, 10; Miiscotah, 1.75;
Osborne, 3.53 ; yvabaunsee,
13; Clay Centre, A Friend, 3, $43 48

Total.

MICHIGAN.

$43 48

Michigan Branch. —Mrs.
Charles E. Fox, of Detroit,
Treas. Detroit, Fort Wayue
Ch., 5; Grass Lake, 15.50;
JVorth Dorr, 1st Ch.,\0; Ypsi-
lanti, 4, $34 50

Juveniles: East Saginaw,
Faithful Workers, 25; Grass
Lake, S. S., 4.78, 29 78

For Morning Star Mission :
—

Dovagiac, Star Band, 3.20;
Grand Blanc, Willing Work-
ers, 2; White Cloud, S. S.,

1.33, 6 53

Total, $70 81

MINNESOTA.
Minnesota Branch.— Mrs. E.
M, Williams, of Northfield,
Treas. Douglas, 3.85; Elk
River, 8; Lake City, 15; Min-
neapolis, Second Ch., 8.66,
Vine Ch.,10, First Ch., Mrs.
Hastings, 12; NeivRichmond,
2; Northfield, 8; Rochester,
15; St. Paul, Plymouth Ch.,
30; Sterling, 3.50, $116 01

Juniors: Cleanvater, "Glean-
ers," St. Paul, Plymouth,
Ch., Y. L. Soc, 25, 35 00

Juveniles: Hancock, S. S.
Miss. Soc, 5; Minneapolis,
Pilgrim Gleaners, 9; Brouni-
ton, S. S., 2, 16 00

Total, $167 01

MISSOURI.

Missouri Branch.—Mrs. J. H.
Drew, 3101 Washington Ave.,
St. Louis, Treas. Hannibal,
Sunbeams, birthday oifer-
ings, 6; Kidder, Aux., 10;
St. Louis, Pilgrim Ch., 5;
Windsor, Mrs. Gorham and
daughter, 20, Rogers Acade-
mv, Ind. Ter., 6, $27 20

Total. $27 20

NEBRASKA.
Nebraska Branch.—Mrs.Geo.
W. Hall, of Omaha, Treas.
Clarke, 2.50; Fremont, 10;
Hastings, 15; Nebraska City,

10; Sutton, 2.25; Syracuse,
10; Weeping Water, 9; Wa-
co, friends, 50 cts., $59 25

Juvenile: Hastings, 5 00

Total, $64 25

north DAKOTA BRANCH.
Mrs. E,. C. Cooper, of Coopers-
town, Treas. Cooperstovm,
12.75; Harxvood, $16 85

Total, $16 85

OHIO.
Ohio Branch,— Mrs. Geo. H.
Ely, of Elyria, Treas. Col-
linwood, 8; Edinburg, 30;
Huntsburg, 3; Kent, 20; Ma-
rietta, 50; Milan, Mi s. M, S.
T., 5; Oberlin, 50; Saybrook,
6; Toledo, IslCh., no

; York,
15, $297 00

Total, $297 00

PENNSYLVANIA.
Guy's Mills, Crawford Co.,
Woman's Miss. Soc. of Cong.
Ch., $5 00

Total, $5 00

WISCONSIN.

Wisconsin Branch. — Mrs. R.
Coburn, of Whitewater,Treas.
Arena, 3 85; Berlin, by Miss
Bissell, 13; Ithaca, ^\ Kosh-
konong, 5.25; Ladoga, 10;
Mihvaukee, a lady of Ply-
mouth Ch., 1, Grand Ave.
Ch., 26; New London, 2; Pe-
waxikee, by Miss Bissell, 7;
Platteville, const. Ella Mar-
shall L. M., 25, from Mrs. M.
P. Rindlaub and daughter,
4; Racine, 21. 7G; Waukesha,
36.61 ; Whitewater, 2, $162 47

Juvenile : Racine, Pansy Soc, 3 00
For New Morning Star :

—
Arena, Willing Workers, 1.89

;

Broadhead, S. S., 4.10; La-
doga, 50 cts., 6 49

Less expenses,

Total.

$171 96
13 44

$158 52

INDIAN territory.
Vinita, Worcester Academy,
Indian girls.

Total,

miscellaneous.
Sale of "Coan's Life," 4; of

leaflets, 36.97; of envelopes,
3.35. $44

Total,

Receipts for the month.
Previously acknowledged,

Total since Oct. 1884,

$44 32

$1,829 50
17,645 61

$19,475 11
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It may be of some interest to our friends in the East occasion

ally to know something of our meetings on this side of the con-

tinent, which although they may lack the inspiration of large

numbers, yet to those who attend are full of interest. An account

of each meeting is published in the Pacific; but as this, our Con-

gregational paper, has but a limited circulation at the East, many
do not see our (to us) pleasant column.

As we have many inquiries from our auxiliaries for missionary

intelligence, some steps were taken in regard to more effectual

copying of letters which we receive from the East, and which are

labeled, " Xot to be printed." Our "electric pen" having proved

a failure, for lack of a strong and skilled hand always " on hand "

to run it, and our " tablets" somewhat difficult to use, it was sug-

gested that the ordinary printing-press, always at our service in

the city for a small compensation, was after all the most effectual

method for multiplying copies of letters and tracts with which to

supply our auxiliaries.

We are feeling that at last the missionary seed has taken root

in our soil, and sprung up and brought forth fruit in the person

of a dear young lady who has consecrated herself to the mission-

ary work, to go wherever the Lord might direct.

This hope has often come into our hearts, that some of our

young ladies might consecrate themselves to this service; and

now we have the desire of our hearts in regard to this matter—
Miss Effie Gunnison, a member of Bethany Church in this city,

(317)
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who says, "Here am I; send me!" to Japan if I may, but any-

where the Lord's leading hand may guide. Miss Gunnison is a

teacher in the Irving Institute, has a capacity for acquiring lan-

guages, and has, it is felt by those who know her best, peculiar

qualifications for the varied duties of a foreign missionary. She
has received her commission from the American Board, which
makes her destination North China. We had hoped she might
take the place in the school at Kioto which has been left vacant

by the return to this country of Miss Starkweather, the loss

of whom we deplore.

In regard to the resignation of Miss Starkweather the follow-

ing resolutions were adopted:—
Resolved, That in the resignation of Miss Alice J. Stark-

weather as our missionary in Japan, the Board of the Pacific has

sustained a great loss.

Besolved, That we extend to her our Christian sympathy in the

loss of health that has made necessary her return from the work
she loved.

Resolved, That we recognize gratefully her patient, earnest

toil for the Master during her residence of seven years in Japan
as our missionary, the influence of which can never die.

Resolved, That we acknowledge with thankfulness the stimu-

lus her labors in Japan have been to our efforts in California, in

behalf of foreign missions. We feel assured that in the future,

wherever her lot may be cast, her life, which is already conse-

crated to the work of saving souls, will still be a means of bless-

ing to the world.

And the following resolution was heartily adopted in regard to

Miss Gunnison:—
Resolved, That we adopt Miss Gunnison, member of Bethany

Church, as our missionary, whatever her destination.

A very happy coincidence occurred in this connection. A mem-
ber of Plymouth Church, an English gentleman, who is a convert

from Judaism, has always taken a deep interest in foreign mis-

sionary work. To him, nothing exceeds in importance the work
of bringing souls to Christ, whom he has long learned to love and
honor as the true Messiah

;
especially has he followed with deep

interest the work of "woman for woman" in heathen lands.

And so, as he one day brought to one of our secretaries his gold-

piece, he also brought a plain gold band wedding-ring, which had
long been in his possession, and which, for some unexplained rea-

son, had failed of its destined mission as the seal of a marriage
vow. And so the ring was presented to us, and was placed, in

its pretty velvet case, on our table. And now, "How shall we
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dispose of it?' was asked by one and another. Just at this time

the thought of Miss Gunnison was uppermost, and by a natural

transition of thought it was decided that the ring be given to her,

as the seal of her union to us— her " engagement ring.*' Accord-
ingly one of the ladies passed the box around among the not very

large number in attendance that afternoon, and about eight dollars

was raised for the treasury. The ring is engraved with name and
date, and presented to Miss Gunnison. The following is her letter

of acknowledgment:—

"Sax Francisco, May 19th.

"My dear Miss Fay,— My deep gratitude to the ladies of the

Board for the token of their kindly feeling received a few days

since, can be better understood by them than any words could ex-

press it. The thought that the ladies of my own native State will

through my adoption feel a more earnest interest in work for the

Master, must be a source of joy to me. May the coming years

prove me worthy of the love which the gift expresses I

Sincerely yours,

Effie B. Guxxisox."

It is a source of deep regret to us that Miss Fay must leave us

for a time. This was her last meeting with us before leaving

for the East. "We will follow her with the benediction contained

in the one hundred and twenty-first Psalm.

We were very glad to have with us one whose name has long

been familiar to us in her work in Osaka. As she has come to this

country on account of impaired health, we felt that it would not

be right to allow her to speak long at a time, much as we would

have enjoyed the privilege. Two years since she returned to this

country, after continuous labor in Japan for eight years. And now
it became again necessary that she should return. As she is some-

what improving in this bracing climate she may remain awhile

longer.

Miss Gouldy said it was difficult to know just what to talk

about, there was so much she would like to tell us. She spoke of

a meeting that had been held in Osaka some time ago in the girls'

school. Two large rooms, connected by sliding-doors, were filled

with Japanese women. Some came from Kobe, a station on the

bay, about thirty miles from Osaka, and some from Kioto. The

most of these women were the wives of pastors of the churches.

This was certainly a very wonderful meeting— wonderful in its

significance. It was a meeting for prayer and conference. A
Japanese woman presided over it, and only Japanese women
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spoke. Nothing of this kind had ever occurred in Japan before.

The women from Kobe and Kioto were astonished, and wished
they could have such meetings. Miss Grouldy was not satisfied

even with this advance. She wanted to form a reading-circle, and
told them about Chautauqua. Soon after this the Japanese
women had a sociable;" tea, cakes, and conversation were the

order of the evening. There were about sixty present, and they

had a delightful shinbokan party. Miss Gouldy's reading-circle

was on her mind, and at this meeting they talked it over.

She proposed the Bible. The women wanted something easy.

The result was they selected " Luke," reading six verses a day.

After awhile they read "Matthew," and then "Mark," and were
so interested in the reading that they talked about it to each other

in their homes and to their husbands. When they met to read

they took up contributions for missions. Women from other de-

nominations came, and they, too, dropped in their money. The
women who first started the readings thought this wasn't exactly

right, as these Presbyterians and others were not especially inter-

ested in the objects to which they contributed, but they did not

see the way out. They talked the matter over, and it ended in

their having a time set apart especially for a missionary meeting.

Now the women have their "sociable," their reading-circle, and
their missionary meeting.

STEPHANOS.

Stephanos Rappelye, our bright little Greek boy in Mr. Moody's
school at Northfield, Mass., is an object of our love, and not a lit-

tle solicitude. The school where he is now is not in all respects

adapted to his needs, and various plans are discussed for his fu-

ture. He must not be neglected, and must have a thorough Chris-

tian education. This we feel to be a sacred duty. Is there not at

the East some Christian family of means who would esteem it a

privilege to adopt this little boy, and give him a thorough educa-

tion and Christian training. To any who are situated so as to

make this possible, this will be a blessed service for the Master as

they may hear his voice, "Take this child and train it for me,"

and will bring abundant reward in the love of an affectionate

little boy and of the Master we serve.










