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TURKEY.
ANNUAL REPORT OF BIBLE-WORK IN THE EUROPEAN

TURKEY MISSION, 1885-86.

BY MISS E. M. STONE.

The nine months since last we were gathered in annual meeting

have been truly kaleidoscopic, so rapidly have our experiences

shifted. We have been passing through the transition period,

which rubbed out Eastern Roumelia from the page of history, and

wrote instead Southern Bulgaria. This year will be remembered
as the year of the first war which the Bulgarians, as a nation,

have waged — a war in which victory crowned their arms, not be-

cause of any prowess, or wisdom, or might, but simply and only

because God delivered them. This, the event of the year, has

modified every department of national life, and therefore could

not fail to modify more or less every effort which is making for

the elevation of that life. The way in which it most distinctly

modified the Bible-work of this mission, was to widen its limi-

tations, giving a special service among the wounded soldier-

boys at Sophia, who were in the hospitals during the weeks
of the war, and for two months succeeding; so that the Bible-

work this year has been not only woman's work for woman, but

also for the suffering heroes whose efforts, by God's blessing,
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saved their nation. Many a time during the three weeks of our

stay in Sophia, recurred to memory the exclamation of a sister-

heart " who fell on sleep " in Japan, a few years ago :
" How sweet

to carry the Word to the sick boys in the hospital !" Sweet indeed

to see weary, suffering, sometimes hopeless faces, light up in

quick response to the friendly greeting; but sweeter yet to see, as

we were permitted to see in a few instances, the glad lighting up
of the face at the name of Jesus. God grant that the great day
shall reveal that these sons of Bulgaria have not forgotten to pay

the vows which their lips have uttered in time of trouble! They
were such brave soldiers in bearing their pain, that we all

admired while wre wondered at their endurance. One poor fellow

was the type of many, perhaps of most. When the physician was
cutting into his flesh and probing to find the ball which had struck

him down, he only set his teeth, and declared, " I will endure, I

will endure; this is worse than being wounded on the battle-field,

but I will endure." Such soldiers we could but long to see

enlisted under the banner of our Great Captain; and wre could but

thank God for the opportunity of speaking to them of the warfare

in which the faithful soldier is crowned with immortality and

honor. But to glance at the changes of the year in the depart-

ment of Bible-work.

The serene August days permitted a tour among the villages of

the Razlog Plain, in Macedonia, and nearly a month's residence

among the Lord's people who live there. There was satisfaction

in learning of fruit abounding as the result of the ministry of

some of the faithful women who have there served in the past, as

in Bansko, where many a Provo-Slav woman was anxious to have

again such an opportunity to learn to read as was afforded two

years since by the classes for women which Mrs. Anka Teneva,

then the Bible-woman there, held. Hearts which were at that

time awakened to desire more and better things than the mere

round of daily life, which had hitherto contented them, are now
longing to be taught more. We have been able, however, to care

only partially for them, as their Bible-woman has been also the

teacher of their children, having upward of fifty at one time

under her care. In all this part of the field, where there has been

but one evangelical preacher for six or seven villages in which

there are Protestant Christians, there have been but three Bible-

women and teachers. Truly the laborers are few in this waiting

harvest

!

Returning to Samokov in season to attend the council for the

organization of the Pazardjik and Tserovo Church at the latter

village, we were among those who were there surprised by the
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news of the revolution of September 18th, and were sent home by
another way, which led to Philippopolis, and not to Samokov, as

had been our plan. A month of suspense followed, during which
it was judged expedient not to prosecute field-work, and we
remained in Philippopolis for the most part, and were glad to

lend our aid to the vigorous efforts of the Woman's Benevolent

Society of the church there, under the efficient lead of the pastor's

wife, in the work of helping to fit out recruits for the army. Into

the midst of this work came again, in disguise, the call, which we
recognized later on as unmistakably of the Lord, to go again into

the field-work ; and though the atmosphere " smelled of powder
and the knife," as some of our Bulgarian friends said when trying

to dissuade us from going, God led us safely to Sophia; and a

week after our arrival the declaration of war by Servia against

Bulgaria was thrown upon the nation. Then the purpose of our

going was made plain; God had led us. Though denied the

opportunity of doing what we would gladly have done in a hos-

pital under the care of evangelical Christians, ready access was

given us to any and all of the hospitals which were hurriedly

improvised to receive the multitudes of Bulgarian soldiers, who,

surprised and immensely outnumbered by the treacherous on-

slaught of the Servians, were brought to Sophia wounded, suffer-

ing, dying.

Dire as was the need, for some days, of nursing, we recognized

that there was another form of ministry for us which none others

took up: this was to try to minister comfort to the hearts of these

men, and in their hours of suffering to point their souls to life

eternal. One of the first desires which they expressed was for

some one to write for them to their loved ones at home, to break

their suspense. Gladly we undertook this service, and many were
the opportunities which it afforded to speak a few words, with the

hope that they might sink into the heart. Others came to assist;

some of the teachers and scholars from Samokov, although the

schools there were continued with no interruption, and Christians

of Sophia and other places,— all of whom sought to do good to the

souls of their patients, while at the same time they tried to miti-

gate their bodily sufferings.

As the wounded began to convalesce they became eager for

reading; and then came Testaments and Psalms, and translations

of two admirable little war-stories from Samokov, Scripture text-

cards from Philippopolis, and nearly five hundred copies of the

New Testament in a larger type, for use in the hospitals, and of

the Psalms from Dr. I. G. Bliss, of the American and Foreign

Bible Society, and the gift of two hundred copies weekly of the
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Zanitza, for which the soldiers were extremely thankful. What
glad hours were those when, at last, our lack of faith having been
put to shame by the eagerness of the patients to receive the gos-

pel, and never having once encountered a hindering word from
attending physicians or board of managers, we laid aside the

restraint which we had allowed to press upon us on account of

the restriction of the Government upon the distribution of the

Bible among the soldiers, and freely gave what had been commit-
ted to our care for them. "We shall never forget the happy, inter-

ested faces which, forgetting for the time their pain, bent over

the Testaments, which they received as precious treasures. The
blessing of God ever abides upon his Word, so we will wait in

hope to know of the harvest which he will garner for his own
glory from this time of seed-sowing during the war. It was emi-

nently Bible-work, not directly among women, but among the

fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons of women,— and the work is

one.

After a stay of three months in Sophia, although our hearts

were very tender to the five hundred patients still remaining in

the hospitals, some of whom begged us to come often to see them,

saying, " None but you come to see us,'* we returned to Philippop-

olis by way of Samokov. There our hearts were gladdened by
the wise activity of the Woman's Benevolent Society connected

with that church, in devising and executing a plan for the relief

of the suffering poor in that city, by supplying them with work;

also by meeting a new sister in the Lord, who only two months
before had come to know him, but whose soul had made wonderful

growth in grace. So much of the year thus far having been con-

sumed in special work to meet the opportunity afforded by the

war, the need of visiting portions of the field which had remained

unvisited during these months pressed upon us, and necessitated

almost entire absence from Philippopolis until two weeks ago,

and even now it has been impossible to visit every out-station of

the Samokov and Philippopolis fields ; but what we have seen and

heard proves that the work of God in the hearts of the women and

children of this Bulgarian nation is taking deeper root, and the

laborers are appreciating more and more the privilege and the

responsibility of their position. Husbands, fathers, and sons

feel increasingly that their wives, daughters, and sisters must be

educated in the Scriptures if their homes are to be enlightened as

truly Christian homes should be. The band of teachers during

the past year has been small, but consists of faithful, consecrated

souls, upon whose labors God's blessing rests.
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CHINA.

MEDICAL WORK AMONG WOMEN IN CHINA.

BY MISS KATE C. WOODHULL, M.D.

In every mission the addition of new departments of work is

always cause for new interest, new hopes, and new anxieties.

Although other missions may have done the same work for years,

giving ground f*or hope of success, and furnishing examples as to

methods and details of work, to a great extent each mission must
work out a plan of its own. And so the work becomes to each

more dear, and God is able to utilize the special gifts of the

various laborers to advance his cause. So we found it here when
we began to prepare for the medical work among women.
A native house (adjoining our city compound and garden be-

yond were looked upon as desirable acquisitions for the mis-

sion, the house to be used for a hospital, and the garden to furnish

a site for a physician's residence. When we went forward to get

possession, however, we found, like the children of Israel, that the

way to our Canaan was neither short nor easy. When we had
reached Kadesh-Barnea, as we thought, and could look over into

the promised land, we were sent back to wander in a wilderness

of doubts and fears. The gentry excited opposition, and papers

were posted up forbidding any one to sell land to Mr. Hartwell.

By threats and persecutions the parties desiring to sell were so

intimidated, it seemed for awhile that our plans were all frus-

trated.

The location near Sand Hill is considered very important. It

is supposed that the veins of the dragon flow here, and they were
afraid to surrender it to foreigners, lest they should do something

to excite the anger of the dragon and bring calamity upon the city.

But after awhile opposition died away, and we came into quiet

possession of the house last August. A few weeks ago the bargain

was completed for the garden.

The chapel and helper's house, the boys' school and the

woman's school are near, all on elevated land, and convenient for

the work. That we have been able to buy new premises is cause

for encouragement, since in times past there has been so much
opposition to Christian work in the city, especially to the occupa-

tion of land and the erection of buildings. More land is needed
for the enlargement of the boys' school and new premises for the

woman's school. This we hope to secure, as land adjoining is

offered for sale.

The occupants of the house were zealous idolaters. When we
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visited them we saw the household gods sitting very peacefully in

their niches. They took the divining-pen down from the wall and
explained to us how the priest used to write on sand in the pres-

ence of the idol. In this way they found out what medicine the

gods would have them use when any of the family were sick. It

was a pleasant thought that those who in future would minister

to sick ones there would seek counsel, not of the money-loving

priest, but of Him whose wisdom is infinite and whose name is

Love.

They selected the lucky day for moving with great care, post-

poning the time for several weeks, in order to avail themselves of

the most propitious time. We were very glad when we saw the

family procession move out, the women and children in sedan-

chairs, with the ancestral tablets, bright lanterns, and great fur-

naces carried by coolies, with the rice cooking over the fire, in

order to transfer the activities of the old to the new home with

becoming ceremony.

After the summer vacation, the work of transforming the

houses into a hospital began. This occupied nearly three months.

Putting in glass windows, admitting light to all the rooms, cut-

ting down the high doorsills, whitewash and thorough scrubbing,

worked wonders in the dark, smoky apartments; and when, on
the 28th of December, we dedicated the hospital, all were pleased

with its cheerful appearance.

We received our first patient the last day of the old year— a
young girl with scrofulous disease of the foot, requiring an opera-

tion. She is still with us, and spends her time serving, knitting,

learning characters, and committing hymns and Scripture verses.

It was encouraging to hear her teaching the hymn " Jesus loves

me" to another child about her own age who came in afterward.

The opportunity for doing evangelistic work in the hospitals is

certainly a very important one. In many instances the patients

remain for weeks, and can receive daily instruction, while much
of the teaching outside is to transient audiences, and more likely

to prove seed sown by the wayside. We have worship every morn-

ing in the hospital and a weekly prayer-meeting. This is attended

by the pupils of the woman's school and day-schools, nearly filling

our largest room. At one of the meetings two of the new patients

laughed frequently during prayer. They said afterward that the

big shoes made such a noise when the women knelt that it made
them laugh. At the next meeting these women were very quiet,

and repeated verses which the assistant had taught them.

Three women are with us for the purpose of studying medicine.

With our inferior facilities, to educate physicians thoroughly will
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hardly be possible. The hope of making money will, no doubt,

attract many. The fear that those the most unwilling to give the

necessary time for preparation, will go out with the little knowl-

edge that is dangerous, almost deters one from undertaking the

task. However, there seems to be no way but to receive those who
apply, provided they have sufficient education and show aptitude

for the work, and teach them what we can.
That some Chinese women are seeking thorough medical edu-

cation in America, is most fortunate. One has already graduated

at the "College of the New York Infirmary," and another is pur-

suing her studies in Ohio. No doubt others will avail themselves

of the same opportunity. Native women who have the necessary

preparation and experience to have confidence in themselves,

will, we believe, inspire confidence in others, and find a great field

for work, not only among the poor, but among the higher classes

where there is the greatest opposition to male physicians. Women
educated abroad will be prepared to give instruction to native

students, and thus, little by little, the standard of female medical

education will be raised. A school for midwives in connection

with the Maternity Hospital would be a most humane charity.

That the women here, in their hour of greatest need, must depend
upon those who are so ignorant, is the cause of additional suffering

and peril that is very pitiful.

Our first hospital assistant is one of the earlier pupils in the

boarding-school. Twelve years after leaving school, she returns to

us to prepare for wider usefulness : she is a faithful helper, and quite

enthusiastic in her desire to learn medicine. Another is one of

last year's graduates. Their thorough training in the Scriptures

will be of great service in giving Christian instruction to the

patients. The third is a Buddhist, a strict vegetarian. She became
interested in Christianity, and came to us that she might learn the

doctrine more fully; also desiring to learn what she could of heal-

ing, that she might be more useful. She reads the character well,

and is a very intelligent woman. We hope she may soon come
into the full knowledge of Christ as the only Saviour from sin.

—

Woman's Work for Woman in China.

(
To be continued.

)

INDIA.
SCHOOLS IN THE MARATHA MISSION.

[FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MISSION.]

Of some of the girls in the boarding-school in Bombay, Mrs. Hume
writes:—

BRAHMAN PUPILS.

In May, a Christian woman brought with her a Brahmani
woman and two children to visit me. Both these latter were girls.
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One was her sister, about nine years old, and the other the child of

a friend, a weakly little thing of about five years. After a little

talk, this Brahmani said her errand was to urge me to receive

these two girls into our Christian school, as day-pupils. I

thought it strange, for she knew well that children of all classes

and castes were banded together in our school. Still she urged

me. She said that she had stemmed opposition, and was taking

a medical course herself in the Grant Medical College, which is

quite near us, and she knew of our school, and desired its advan-

tages for her sister. Then I told her she must consent to the

daily reading of the Bible. She did so. I said she might have to

sit by one she counted a low-caste girl. She consented. I told

her her sister would have to bring her lunch and eat it there, and

thereby be defiled by eating food which had been seen or looked

at by a Christian. She said, " That cannot defile; nor will you
hinder me by any such information. You must please receive my
sister and this little girl; and, if you will consent,"— then she hes-

itated,—"also the mother of this little girl, my friend." Her
mother is the wife of a subordinate judge in Khandesh. He has

sent his wife and child to Bombay for medical treatment, and
while they are here, wishes both to attend our school for the sake

of improving themselves.

They came, and the Brahman mother, with her little daughter,

attended school for several months, until the husband and father

was transferred to another position, and had to take them with

him. The sister, a dear girl, was with us till the close of the

year. She was a member of our mission band, brought her own
earnings to add to the mites, and all were sorry when her mother

sent for her to go away from Bombay. We hope for her return.

The friends of this little girl gave her no trouble on account of

being in a Christian school, until she went to church once or twice.

That was stopped, but she has always been allowed to come to the

house or school freely to attend any kind of meeting. Her
scholarship was so good it was a pleasure to give her as a prize an

attractive copy of " The Pilgrim's Progress."

girls' mission band.

The girls have been most faithful and interested in the contin-

uation and enlargement of their mission band. This meets every

Saturday afternoon in our lower hall. Occasionally the girls have

brought in donations from outside friends. One of them so inter-

ested a Parsee doctor who visited their house, that he gave her

two rupees as a donation to "help the girls." As a rule, however,

the money has been brought in by mites, mostly earned by extra
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work, or by making and selling crocheted edgings, antimacassars,

etc. The name of this band has hitherto been the " Ten Times

One;" but at the closing meeting of the year, when we were ques-

tioning each other as to whether we were living up to our name,

all decided "No," and said that its meaning laid upon them such

heavy responsibilities, that we must choose one that could be

honestly ours. They decided upon " Hand-Lenders," with " Lend

a Hand" as their motto. Their money for 1884 was sent as a

donation for the Morning Star, and the receiving of their certifi-

cates all the way from Boston made a day of gladness. During

the year 1885, these girls, about thirty in number, raised from

their poverty about thirteen rupees. They have decided to send

ten rupees of this to the Orissa Mission.

VILLAGE-SCHOOLS.

The village-schools are spoken of as a very important agency in intro-

ducing the Gospel. In those supported by the Woman's Board of Missions,

a portion of the pupils are girls. Of one recently established, Mr. Abbott
writes :

—
The people, at first suspicious, are now very friendly with the

teacher, and both he and his wife are having a solid influence over

the simple villagers. The Christian teacher in these ignorant vil-

lages, living, as he does, continually among the people, has far

more influence than the traveling preacher, who talks to them
to-day and is gone to-morrow. The truth becomes more and more
patent that the rural population can be thoroughly reached only

through the village- school, taught by the Christian master. Would
that there were men and means to supply every little village with a

Christian school.

A specimen school is described by Mr. Bruce as follows:—
The school at Khunta was commenced in May last, and has

been only eight months in session. The teacher lives at Koregaw,
one of our new out-stations, and walks over to his school, two
miles and a half each morning, and back in the afternoon.

I had received favorable reports of the school, but I had never

seen it myself while in tents; therefore, at Koregaw I went over to

examine the school. It was a cold morning, and rather before the

usual time of commencing. There was considerable stir in the

maharwadi when I approached,some of the boys running hither and
thither to call their comrades, while two or three of the first to

arrive began very vigorously to sweep out the schoolroom.
The schoolhouse itself was a heathen temple. Its architecture

was peculiarly Indian. In the center of the back part was a small
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arch, within which sat the goddess Laximi, who is supposed to

preside over wealth and good fortune. Her face was of molten
brass, and she was dressed in a bright red lugadi. Over her head
was a rough shelf, on which was deposited the property of the god-
dess, consisting of a change of lugadi, some bracelets, some
earthen vessels, etc. In front a little bell was suspended, which
the worshipers use to call the goddess when she is " asleep " or on a
" journey." There were also suspended from the roof some heads
of grain, which, I was told, were put there for the sparrows to eat,

this being considered a very meritorious act.

Well, amid these surroundings our little school assembles. It

happened to be a festival day when I was there, and so out of

thirteen boys only ten were present. The half-dressed boys were
shivering and shaking with cold. I first called for the reading.

As none of the boys knew their letters when they commenced,
eight months ago, I was not expecting much ; but I was surprised

to find a class of seven boys reading in the middle of the second
book. Their reading was good, and very fluent,— so much so that

I began to think they had committed all these lessons to memory.
I therefore called one of the boys to me and pointed out a lesson

which he had never seen, and told him to read it. He did so,

slowly and somewhat stumblingly, but yet with great accuracy.

They had commenced writing Modi,— the written Maratha char-

acter,— were familiar with the stories of Adam, Noah, and Abra-

ham, and with a number of lessons in "Lambs Fed." They
answered questions in mental arithmetic, in simple addition, and
performed problems in addition on their slates; and what surprised

me still more, was that they had learned the multiplication table

up to thirty times ten, so that they could repeat any table, in their

sing-song way, without hesitation. They also repeated the frac-

tional tables up to twenty. Their singing, too, was very pleasant

:

the teacher had evidently taken great pains with this, and had
taught them that singing does not consist entirely in making a

loud noise. Their tones were soft, their voices harmonized, and

they made an effort to follow their leader. Their first song was

a little morning prayer to God, which was quite in contrast with

the usual idolatrous worship in that heathen temple. The parents

of the boys, and most of the people of the maharwadi, had gathered

around to listen to the examination, and I urged them to send their

boys regularly, and to enlarge the school by bringing in many
others. The fruit of such a school will certainly be seen in after

years.
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A HEATHEN SCHOOL.
Mrs. Bruce writes:—
Occasionally when I go out into the town to meet the women,

I receive an invitation from some schoolmaster to visit his school.

This was my experience the other day, when I found myself in a

little room with twenty-five scholars, and a teacher whose bodily

presence was rather base, for he was a dwarf. He asserted his

authority, however, with boys larger than himself, for he could

use the switch vigorously, and could write the written character

with alacrity, which is a great attainment in the eyes of the na-

tives. As my custom is, I sang a hymn and talked a few minutes

on the all-important subject of salvation through Christ. What
was my surprise, then, to have a petition written upon a slate at

the dictation of the teacher and presented to me, that at the com-
ing snake festival, when the venomous cobra is worshiped, I would
do them the favor to give them a conveyance to take them through

the streets in procession. They said it was the custom of the

schoolboys here to turn out at that time and have a gala day. I

read the request aloud, and the eyes of all were fastened upon me.
" Well! " I remarked, "the Bible says we cannot serve two mas-

ters. Do you think that after coming and telling you that it is

wrong to worship idols, I would then assist you to do it?"

"O," replied the teacher, "we do not worship anything but

our slates and books. Is that wrong?"
"Most certainly," I said.

" What! wrong to worship science? " he asked with a tone and
expression of great surprise.

Some of the boys, whom I recognized as having been in our

Sunday-school, seemed rather to enjoy the discomfiture of the

teacher, and I gave a hint that if he would come to our Sunday-
school his mind would become enlightened on these subjects.

A few days ago we received word from a servant that a party

of Chinese ladies would like to call and see the house, if conven-
ient. It was just half-past twelve, and dinner was nearly ready,

but we said, Yes, come ; and soon a bevy of delicate little ladies in

soft silks of pale blue, and lavender, and green, came in with sev-

MAKING CALLS IN CHINA.

BY MISS EMILY S. HARTWELL.
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eral well-dressed women who evidently were servants, as they

were large-footed. Each fine little lady shook her little fists to

me and made a pretty bow, which I returned without half the

gracefulness, and we had a very pleasant visit. I played on the

piano, whose sweet tone they complimented, wishing me to play

several pieces. They were so much more polite and careful than

most of our callers that I was charmed.

The lady who led the party pointed out four daughters with

her, the oldest being the only married daughter. The second

daughter was about "sweet sixteen," I should think, and was the

prettiest Chinese girl I have seen in Foochow. She had a round

face, that was fairly beaming with sweetness when she smiled,

bringing out all her dimples. I am sure you all would like her, so

I am going to take you to visit her in her own home, just as we
went to-day.

And who were we ? Dr. and Miss Woodhull, who live next

door, and have come out to work in the Woman's Hospital and
Woman's School, and Mrs. Odell, an English lady, a tea-merchant's

wife, who had come to spend the afternoon with me, and father

and myself, and a Bible-woman, the one who was in our family

when I first came out, but is now matron in the Woman's School.

I sent a coolie in to ask them if we could come, so the large door

was thrown open when we arrived, and the coolies took us in under
shelter; and so, as it was raining a little, we were quite protected.

One of the young daughters invited us to leave the large reception-

room and go to a side parlor, where we sat some minutes giving

away texts, until the oldest daughter came out from a bedroom a

long way back and invited us ladies into her mother's bedroom.
We went through a very long entry, and passed several doors,

one leading to an open square, with trees and flowers, and then

came to a small sitting-room, with a large bedroom opening out of

it. There was no window in the bedroom (there never is in Chi-

nese houses), but the wide doors let in a good deal of light. One
of the Chinese ladies remarked that our foreign house was very
light and clean. That bedroom had its red bed with draperies, as

usual, and the walls were lined with dark-red trunks and drawers,
in which the valuables are doubtless kept. (The Chinese always
keep all the finery locked away out of sight, for fear of thieving.)

In front of the tiers of trunks were red arm-chairs with rattan

bottoms, arranged with little square tables between, and soon a

servant brought in cups of tea on a tray and set a cup for each on
the tables. Then I rose and took up my cup in both hands and
passed it to the lady of the house, but she refused, and urged me
to drink; and then we drank, holding the little pewter standard
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which held the cup in both hands all the time. I flatter myself
that all was done very properly, but perhaps I may learn better
later. Then I asked the lady if she was willing that our Chinese
friend, who had come with us, should read a little, and she con-

A CHINESE GARDEN.

sented; and the Bible-woman read about Moses going up the

mount to get the Commandments, and read and explained some
of the Commandments. The room was full, and they listened

very well, for they have heard something of the truth before, as
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they have Christian friends, and, besides, they bought tracts, Bible-

cards, and a Bible picture-book of Old Testament stories the day
they were calling at our house.

When I thought they were getting tired I talked a little, and
then asked if we might see the garden. I thought I had caught a

glimpse of a garden from the entry-way
;
but, instead, it was only

an open court in front of a large room that was a general living-

room, evidently. The ancestral tablets were at the farther end,

and along one side clothes were hung on bamboo poles to dry, as

it was rainy. That room was the dirtiest one we saw,—I mean the

floor,—but still it was very well swept. We were led into other

bedrooms, darker, and with fewer trunks, but some had two

handsome beds, and all were very neat for Chinese rooms.

They took us way back through a large, bare room, which was
their kitchen. There was no chimney in it, but a large opening

above the furnaces. Then we were led to a room where there

were some idols. There were sitting-rooms adjoining this, in one

of which were four foreign clocks. One said six o'clock, one five

o'clock, and two were not going. There were some scrolls with

truly exquisite bits of painting of flow7ers done in really artistic

style, and very good shading. There were square glass cases with

North China models of Chinese figures about a foot high; one, of

a fat Chinaman sitting fanning himself, was as natural as life.

There were leather easy-chairs,—which I have never been able to

find easy, for they are perfectly flat, like a cot-bed, only too short

to lie on, and no one could sit on it unless bolt upright with no

support. There was a very wide, low lounge, which I should say

was not adapted either for sitting or reclining; but I have not seen

them in use, and it may be, since the Chinese always do everything

directly opposite from what we expect, that they derive great

comfort from such luxuries. There was another room filled with

a long table, which held decaying fruit which had been offered to

the gods. Finally we went through a passage with about a dozen
bird-cages of pretty birds, and then found the garden, a square

filled with flower-pots of orchids and camelia plants, and a few
vines and trees. It was neat, and well kept.

When we insisted that we must go, they led us back to the first

bedroom, and brought us tea, and oranges, and cake; and finally

father, who all this time had been talking to the gentlemen of the

family, said we must go home. "But first," he said, " I will ask

this gentleman to show us the image of his father, who was the

instructor of the grandfather of the present emperor." He led us

through another open court, into which opened a room with glass

cases at the farther end. There sat a very lifelike image of a thin,
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intellectual old Chinaman, which we could easily believe to be a good

likeness of one who had attained the third highest literary honor of

his time in this empire, and held the position of instructor to the

emperor. There was the figure of a servant in the room with the

old gentleman, and in the room at his left were other figures, and

miniature bed and draperies, chairs and tables, helped to make
the whole complete. As we left the room a little servant-girl led

me to the ''study," as she called it,—a small room with center-

table, and lounge, and chairs, with a cupboard, probably full

of books; vases of double white plum blossoms, and orchids,

and white azaleas were there, from which they gave us sprays.

When we came away they insisted upon emptying a basket of

oranges and pears into the bottom of my chair, although I refused

again and again as politely as I knew how. When I took the fruit

over to the Woman's School, on my return, I told my Chinese lady

teacher of the visit and the house, saying it was three houses deep,

or large ; and she said that the house of which her husband was a

member wras five houses large. I called there one day, and saw a

fine rockery and elaborate friezes of bas-relief under the projecting

roof, but it was not so clean nor the inmates so refined as this

official household. Of the three sons of this house none are offi-

cers now. It was the family of the third son that we visited.

They said that there were about seventy people in the house,

counting servants. ... I hope you will remember these pretty

Chinese girls, and pray for them as for friends.

The saying of the wise man, " As in water face answereth to

face, so the heart of man to man," finds ample illustration in the

work of different Woman's Boards at the present day. We always

turn to the reports of other Boards with interest, and receive not

a little aid and comfort from what we find there. The last report

of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian

Church contains so much that is suggestive, and that "just fits

our case," we make extended extracts.

"In many of our recent letters from co-workers we recognize a

greater intensity of purpose and a prayerful spirit. This is par-

tially indicated in the increased number of praise and thank-offer-

ing meetings. Throughout several presbyteries, Thursday of the

SUGGESTIOXS FOR WORKERS.
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Week of Prayer was observed in this way with most encouraging

results. All the organizations were urged to make a special offer-

ing, so that while their hearts were lifted in prayer to God, their

hands and voices were united in giving thanks for the year's bless-

ing. The responses which told the result of the meetings, show
that an earnest desire was then created to send the gospel to the

world. No thoughtful Christian can fail to see that it is a posi-

tive duty to offer praise for the great gift of redemption. God's
servant of old said to his fellow-workers, " The joy of the Lord is

your strength;" and to the faint-hearted, the weary, the despond-
ing, these words now are full of meaning,—for we all need this

strength which comes from a service of praise.

"As the work grows, and as other interests claim attention, our
Presbyterial officers feel the necessity of adopting new methods
to arouse and stimulate the women and children in their societies.

A president who would not depend on letters, because they some-
times grew cold before reaching their destination, resolved to try

the plan of visitation. This required time, travel, and confidence,

but with the needs of the work pressing upon her she started

forth. Twenty-six towns were visited, and forty societies were
cheered and encouraged. She writes :

' I strongly recommend
personal visitation among auxiliaries, as correspondence cannot

produce the same effect. But oh! the time, and thought, and
prayer, and strength of body and spirit it requires,— the putting

away of self, and keeping in view only the Master and his com-
mands!' In a subsequent letter she reiterates her conviction

that it 'pays to visit the societies.' There is unquestionably a

necessity for something of this kind to be done. . . . Many of the

letters from the presbyteries give interesting items of the work,

but there is frequently an undertone of sadness when speaking of

the funds. Such a plan of reviving the interest in the churches

as that of visitation, or of personal letter, will certainly strengthen

the tie between the auxiliary and the Presbyterial Society.

"A despairing officer writes : 'Why must people be urged to

their duty? It is line upon line— the same explanation every

year.' That question has been asked repeatedly, and we answer

that the difficulty is in the lack of interest and in persistent inat-

tention. It is a real gift to be able to listen without having wan-

dering thoughts, or receiving false impressions; but when one is

not naturally endowed with such a gift, it is a duty to cultivate

the habit of attention. It is the old subject of individual respon-

sibility; and when the rank and file feel that the officers cannot do

all the work, any more than all the officers of an army can do all

the fighting, then they will take heed, and the smallest details
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will not have to be repeated until those in charge are heart-sick,

mentally tired, and in sore need of that quietness of spirit which

gives strength. It only requires a true interest, a retentive and
attentive mind, and good common sense, to make our whole army
an efficient organization.

"It is sometimes asked how the societies may be brought iDto

more thorough sympathy with the missionaries. We know of no

better way than to carry the needs and desires of our representa-

tives on the foreign field to our Father's throne. We meet to pray

not only for the conversion of the world, but for definite wants.
" Let one of the members gather the requests for prayer that are

so often found in the letters from our missionaries. A search in

the magazine will reveal this yearning for sympathy; and even

when no actual request is made, we shall know what to pray for if

we read intelligently and with a purpose. A secretary of an aux-

iliary recently remarked that she was so glad to hear that one of

the missionaries had arrived at her destination
;
they had been

praying for her as she journeyed to her new home, and were now
looking for an answer to their prayers. It is worthy of remark
that the missionary was not a ' special object,' nor was she for

any reason particularly interesting to that society. Can we not

all pray definitely, and then confidently await the answer? Surely

this waiting on the Lord would be another source of strength.

"... The complaint sometimes comes to us that the young
ladies are not willing to graduate from the bands, and join the

auxiliary societies. It is impossible to lay down any rule for such

cases, but all must act unselfishly, and do just what is best for the

work. If the members of the auxiliaries wish the young people

to bring to them their enthusiasm and zeal, the meetings should

be made as attractive as those of the band.
" Listen to these earnest words, which are a sample of the spirit

which animates the young people: "I long to have the girls

informed, so that their interest may be founded on knowledge. I

prepare for the meetings with the greatest care, so that it will be

a delight to be present. Each member is pledged to perform the

part that is assigned her to the best of her ability. I have had no
demurring ; and although not one of them had ever before led in

prayer, all have responded." Here is the secret of their success:

they are willing to give a whole-hearted service, and do not come
to the Master's work unprepared, as do so many of the women.
There is no reason why the same strong purpose and zeal should
not animate the auxiliary societies; and we feel sure that when
the meetings are attractive, the young ladies will be ready to

assume responsibilities. A successful auxiliary president was
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recently asked how it was that she secured such a large attend-

ance at the monthly meetings. Her answer contained these sug-

gestions : an urgent personal invitation was given to all who were
not yet enlisted ; a cordial greeting was extended to the strangers

;

and the meetings were made interesting, because the leader kept
them constantly on her heart, and did not think anything too

much trouble to plan for their success and profit. With such a

society and such a president, the young people would not need
much urging to join the society ranks of the women of the

church.

"Several reports of conferences of band-leaders have been sent

to us. The subjects drew forth discussion, and all present were

edified. Topics for debate in boys' bands, for study, and for

Bible-readings were given. One reader reminded the other that

"to have a successful band, one could not have a meeting and
then drop the subject from her mind for a whole month ; it must
be constantly in the thoughts, the members must be won by many
little kindnesses, and the plans must be laid out for months
ahead." Such work only will give success.

" While the young people generally are working with so much
enthusiasm and intelligence, there are some who need a word of

caution about their funds. In a recent letter we were pained to

read these words: 4 In our Presbyterial Society the receipts are

less than those of last year. Some of the auxiliaries and bands

pay in just the amount for which they are pledged, and reserve

the balance for the new year. One band gave one fourth of the

money which it raised, and used the balance in its own church.

'

When the Board is calling for funds, when the missionaries are

pleading for more laborers, when the churches in the foreign field

Are increasing seven times more rapidly than at home, what right

have we to withhold one penny of the money that comes into the

treasury of the Lord from its rightful purpose? Give all that you

have promptly, and do not restrict Christ's work by refusing to

send more than your pledge. This want of loyalty is by no means

confined to the young people, for from another source we hear

that two societies have declined to contribute this year, giving as

a reason that there is enough given to foreign missions in their

churches by the young people, and so they will devote their money

to other objects. Such base desertion of the cause of an earthly

friend would lay one open to a just denunciation. How, then,

can any friend of Christ ever desert his cause, and turn a deaf ear

to his last command to 'teach all nations'? Can 'money

enough ' ever be given to foreign missions so long as there is a

world to save ? We entreat you all to remember for what work
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you are organized, and that the money belongs to that cause. It

is not yours to dispose of in other ways. . . .

" The times are rapidly changing. Civilization advances with,

giant strides. Advancing civilization demands wider intelligence,

the application of new methods, and keener appreciation of differ-

ences in men. . . . This, then, is the thought for the year: If

last year our willingness was the test of our service, this year it

must be nothing less than a determination on our part to add to

our willingness perfect knowledge. To perfect ourselves in know-
ing how to work, why we work, to what end, is to compass the

whole subject of missions, and to thoroughly test our own motives

as they relate to this work. We need to establish ourselves on a
solid foundation of intelligence. Our Master demands our co-op-

eration in the redemption of the world. He asks not zeal only,

nor an impulse of pity or generosity ; but more than willingness

he asks of us, and the cause demands a steady, thoughtful,

purposeful and prayerful determination to make the most of our

time, our talents, and our opportunities as we press on toward the

consummation of all our desires— a world reclaimed for its right-

ful Lord."

STAND IN THY LOT.

BY MRS. S. BRAINARD PRATT.

Stand in thy lot, though barren the soil,

"Where Jesus, the Master, has bidden thee toil;

Its weeds and its brambles shall yield to thy care,

And roses and lilies thy garden make fair—
Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot, though thou cans't not see

Why so toilsome a work was chosen for thee;

'Tis enough to know that in every place

Thy Redeemer has promised sufficient grace—
Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot, though the world should blame,

And thy seeming reward be but loss and shame

:

Thy work is but part of an infinite plan,

And the Master hath need of every man—
Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot when the morn has fled,

And the fierce heat of noonday beats on thy head

:

Stand firmly, work bravely— the promise is sure

Of victory and triumph to them that endure—
Stand in thy lot.
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Stand in thy lot— 'tis thy very own;
It was given to thee, and to thee alone:

Thy neighbor's bright corner then envy thou not,

Since Infinite Wisdom has chosen thy spot—
Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot through the livelong day,

Though the siren world tempt thee often away:
Oh! cans't thou not watch for one short hour with Him
Who in agony watched 'mid the shadows dim ?

Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot though the loved of yore

With the muffled boatman have sailed for that shore

Where the ransomed walk 'mid the glorified throng;

Though thy spirit is faint to join in their song,

Stand in thy lot.

Stand in thy lot, for the Saviour waits

With his own " Well done " at the heavenly gates,

And thy heart shall be filled with his smile of praise

;

Then stand in thy lot to the end of the days—
Stand in thy lot.

A LITTLE NOTE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

It sometimes happens that a subscriber who has remitted to

us the amount of a year's subscription to Life and Light, is sur-

prised on learning that it has not paid much, if any, in advance of

the date at which it was sent. The fact in such a case is that she

was already in arrears, and the amount sent has served only to

cover that indebtedness, instead of paying for a year in advance, as

she supposed. Our subscribers may save themselves some annoy-

ance and misunderstanding if, before remitting, they will look at

the date stamped on the cover or wrapper of their Life and Light.

This will show them the date to which their magazine stands paid.

If they find that this date is one that is past, they will know that

for just so long a time they have been in arrears, and it goes with-

out saying that we should be very glad to have all such delinquen-

cies paid up, and receive a year's subscription in advance besides.

We are glad to have watch kept of these dates. They are our

receipts to our individual subscribers. We cannot promise that

they shall always be changed upon the next Life and Light

received after sending money to us, because it may happen that

our list had been sent to our mailing agent just before the

letter came ; but if the date is not altered to correspond with the

remittance within two months, please inform us, and we will try

to find out where the trouble lies, M. T. C.
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WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.

Receipts from July 17 to August 18, 188C.

Miss Emma Carrcth, Treasurer.

Maine Branch. — Mrs. W. S.

Dana, Treas. Portland, Y. L.
M. B., §25; Camden, Aux.,
$22: Lewiston, Pine St. Ch.,
S. S., §7; Richmond, Aux.,
$6; South Bridgton,S. S. §30, $90 00

Total,

XEW HAMPSHIRE.

$90 00

Kew Hampshire Branch.—Miss
A. E. Mclntire, Treas. Am-
herst, Miss L. G. Clark, const.
L. M. Mrs. A. J. McGown,
$25, Aux. ,$6; Atkinson, Aux.,
$11.50, Flowers of Hope,$8.50;
East Harrington, Aux., $8;
Cornish, Aux., $10; Dover,
Busy Pees, $70; Hampton,
Aux., of \vh. §25 const. L. M.
Mrs. S. L. Cole, $30; Keene,
First Cong. Ch., Aux. ,§43; La-
conia,Aux.,const. L. M. Mrs.C.
A. G. Thurston, $25; Lebanon,
Aux., §45.31; Nashua, Union
M.C.,$85; New Boston, Aux.,
$5; Northwood, Aux., prev.
contri., const. L. M. Miss
Alice E. Small, §8, Mrs.
E. E. Wiggin,$15; Pembroke,
Aux. ,$11; Portsmouth, Aux.,
$83.50; Troy, Aux., $18; Hol-
lis, Fansies,§5; Pelhain.Mrs.
E. W. Tvler, §5, Francestown,
Aux., §7, §524 81

Xew Hoston.—Presbyterian Ch., 2 50
Mt. Vernon.—Children, 1 00

Total,

VERMONT.

§528 31

Vermont Branch.— 'Sirs. T. W.
Howard, Treas. Cabot, Aux.,
§13; Cambridge, Aux., $5;
Richmond, Coral Workers,
§7; Rutland, Y.L. M. League,
§25; West Brattleboro, M. C,
$10; St. Johnsbury, North
Ch., Aux., by Mrs". Horace
Fairbanks, const. L. M's
Laura H. Wild, Helen Fair-
banks Hill, §50, §116 00

Total, §11G 00

MASSACHUSETTS.

Amesbnry.—Joyful Helpers, §10 00

Barnstable Branch.— Miss A.
Snow, Treas. Yarmouth, M.
C.,$49; East Falmouth, Aux.,
$12,

Essex South Brayich. — Miss
S. W. Clark, Treas. Danvers,
Maple St. Ch., Aux.,

Franklin Co. Branch — Mi>6 L.
A. Sparhawk, Treas. Ash-
held, Aux., of wh. $25 const.
L. M., Mrs. Daniel Williams,
$43; Greenfield, Aux., §3.50;
Orange, Junior Aux., $10.08,

Hampshire Co. Branch.— Miss
I. G. Clarke, Treas. Hat-
field, Aux., §9c; Wide-
Awakes, $22.77; Northamp-
ton, Aux., Edwards Ch., div.,

$30; South Hadley
Aux., $20,

Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. M.
W. Warren, Treas. Framing-
ham, Plymouth Ch., Aux., of
wh. §75 const. L. M*s Miss
Amelia Davis, Miss Augusta
March,Mrs. Rebecca Hosmer,

Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.—
Mrs. F. Shaw, Treas. Han-
over, Aux., §1 ; Halifax, Aux.,
§5; North Wevmouth, Pil-

erini Ch., §4.77,"

Shelburne Falls.—Cong. S. S.,

South Hadley.—S. S.,

Springfield Branch.—Miss H.
T. Buckingham, Treas.
Springfield, First Ch., Aux.,
$44.31; Palmer, Second Ch.,
Aux., §25; West Springfield,
Park St. Ch., Helping Hands,
§20.75,

Suffolk Branch.— Miss M. B.
Child, Treas. Boston, Mrs.
Baldwin, §5; A Friend, §1

;

Roxbury, Eliot Ch., Olive
Branch, $G.50, Thompson
Circle, 50 cts., Ferguson
Circle, §1.50, Eliot Star, $5.50,
Mavflowers, §6; East Somer-
vilfe, Franklin St. Ch., Aux.,
§70; Arlington, Aux., const.
L. M. Miss Louise R. Warren,
§25; Hyde Park, Mrs. L. O.
Emerson, $5; Dedham, Asy-
lum Dime Soc'y, $2, Fox-
boro, Aux., §35,

West Harwich.— Mrs. Annie
Collins,

Worcester Co. Branch.— Mrs.
C. A. Lincoln, Treas. North
Brookfield, Aux., §12.71;
Princeton, Aux., §100; Up-

§61 00

40 00

62 58

167 77

166 00

10 77
S 00

15 CO

90 06

163 00

1 0<>
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ton, Aux., $24; "Worcester,
Union Ch

,
Willing Workers,

$52; Whitinsville,Aux.,of wh.
$50 by Miss A. L. Whitin,
const. L. M's Mrs. H. W.
Clapp, Mrs. Albert Whipple,
$23 by Mrs. J. Lasell, const.
L. M. Mrs. Jessie K. Lasell,
$25 by Mrs. G. Marston
Whitin, const. L. M. Miss
Laura Lasell, $25 by Miss J.
W. Lasell, const. L. M. Miss
Louisa Lasell, $25 by Mrs. M.
A. Batcheller, const. L. M.
Mrs. Thomas H. Meek,$427.75,$616 46

Total,

CONNECTICUT.

$1,411 C4

Ivoryton.—A Friend, $ 40
West KUUngly.— Mrs. John
Waldo, 5 00

Hartford Branch — Miss A.
Morris, Treas. Berlin, Aux.,
$1; East Granby, Aux., $10;
East Hartford, Real Workers,
$40 ;

Ellington,Earnest Work-
ers,$40

;
Hartford,Fourth Ch.,

Aux. , $32 ;
Granby, Aux. ,$10;

Poquonock, Cheerful Givers,
$20; Willing Workers, $57.50;
Suffield, Y. L. M. C, $5.36;
Terry ville, Aux., $6.62; West
Hartford, Aux., $25, 247 48

Total, $252 88

Legacy of Mrs. Catharine M.
Beers, Fairfield, Conn., $100 00

NEW YORK.

Community.—A Friend, $ 70
New York State Branch.—Mrs.
G. H. Norton, Treas. Ant-
werp, Aux., $25; Albany,
Aux., $173.68, Morning Star
M. C, Lottie Fletcher Mem-
morial, $20; Brooklyn, Cen-
tral Ch., Y. P. M. Soc'y, $25,
Boys' and Girls' M. B., $20;
Franklin, Happy Workers,
$10; Fairport, Aux., $10, S. S.,

$25; New York, Pilgrim Ch.,
Home Circle, $34.90; Deans-
ville, Aux., $25; Mannsville,
Aux., $12; Walton, * Aux.,
$20.65, 401 23

Total, $401 93

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.

Miss E. Flavell, Treas. Md.,
Baltimore, Aux., $12.50; N.
J., Jersey City, Aux., $44.90;
Orange Valley, Aux., £87; Y.

L. M. Soc'y, $281.05; Newark,
Belleville Ave., Aux., $57.50;
M. B., $117.50, $600 45

Total, $600 45

FLORIDA.

St. Augustine.— Union Bible
Sch.,

Total,

OHIO,

Acorn Band,Mt. Vernon.-
Cong. Ch.,

$23 29

$23 29

$5 00

$5 00Total,

"WISCONSIN.

Appleton.— Primary Dept.
Cong. S. S.,

Oakfield.—A Few Friends,
Jiipon.—Mrs. E. F. Chandler,

Total, $33 20

IOWA.

Des Moines.—Mrs. L. N. Buell, $10 00

Total, $10 00

DAKOTA.

Rapid City.—Mrs. Atkinson's
Class of Girls, $20 00

Total, $20 00

COLORADO.

Denver.— Second Cong. Ch.,
Happy Helpers, $5 00

Total, $5 00

MINNESOTA.

Marion.— Kate M. Van Valk-
enburgh, $25 00

Total, $25 00

ENGLAND.

Chigwell.— Miss S. L. Ropes, $25 00

Total, $25 00

General Funds,
Leaflets,
Legacy,

Total,

$3,547 70
15 40

100 00

$3,663 10

Miss Harriet W. May,
Ass't Treas.
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM MISS SHATTUCK.

Marash, July 10, 1S86.

College closed June 30th, but vacation lias only begun to-day,

for we have been busy with conference and annual meeting since

Commencement week. We have had a pleasant conference with

the missionaries from Aintab station and our native brethren from

all parts of our mission. About forty of the latter were present,

—

representatives of the churches either as pastor or delegate.

The devotional meetings were very precious. I invited, at our

closing meeting, the members of our Mission Circle to join us

there at the college Saturday evenings, between eight and nine

o'clock, to plead for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. If not at

that hour, do at some time especially pray for us each week.

You will want to know of our school. It has been a happy,

busy year. You know Miss Childs was spared for Adana during

the winter, and work came more heavily upon Miss Blakeley and

myself, in consequence of her absence; but the Lord gave us spec-

ial strength, and there have been some advantages in the sharing

of interests, as we already see.

Nothing has pleased me more than the good -^ork done by our

graduates of last year. One taught in Tarsus; another in Adana,

and two in Marash. We send out this year five, every one of whom
I can trust for faithful work, because they have been faithful thus

far. One of the first four was married a week ago to the pastor

of our second church, in Marash— a young man of last year's

class in Theological Seminary. She has a field of influence wider

than any of last year.

i

A CHRISTIAN BETROTHAL.

The evening of the day M. was married, we gave an engage-

ment party to I., a graduate of this year. We spread mats on the

schoolroom floor, took in two round tables, on which were pretty

llowers, put the organ in the center of the room, and chairs and
settees completely around it in two circles. The betrothed girl

sat near me, the young man among his companions, while lemon-
ade was sipped and the buzz of pleasant conversation went on.

(385)
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Then the college boys— his chums,— and our college girls sang

.songs and hymns in concert (the affianced couple with them) after

which Pastor S. remarked that while we had all been made glad

by the singing, there were two among us of peculiar joy, "so he

had been told;" and then after a little pleasantry in the form of

guessing who the young man might be, his name was given by one

of the young people. In a similar manner the name of the

young woman was given, and then solemnly their relations were
announced as they stood side by side, and he placed upon her fin-

ger a ring. He gave her a pretty Bible, hymn-book, and Pilgrim's

Progress, and she gave him a Bible and " Wayside Springs" by Dr.

Ouyler. Then cookies and tea were passed, and after congratu-

lations friends left. The usual custom is for the couple to receive

their friends at different times and places, it being thought not

quite proper to congratulate them together.

SCANTY MEANS.

Several of our girls are obliged to leave school this year to earn

money to continue study the following year. Do you not think

they must eat and dress sparingly to save from salaries ranging

from $2.70 to $3.60 per month, nine months' work in the year ?

CHEER FROM KESSAB.

I cannot tell you how refreshing was the account of Pastor

Geragos and wife of the work at Kessab at the present time. It

was in such a sad state when,—and—labored there from '76 to '80,

—

so little fruit save among the children. Now all, old and young,

are in harmony*and earnest in prayers and effort. They have

given over 9,000 piasters for church-work and schools the past

year. Women in large numbers attend the weekly prayer-meeting,

and there are many classes in Sabbath-school taught by the women.

They look back with wonder at their state of indifference during

those years.

"NO PEACE."

I had a glrmpse of Turkish high life on board the steamer,

coming from annual meeting.

A gentlemanly pasha, widely known for exceptional upright-

ness, was on board with two wives, six children, two girl slaves,

and seven other attendants, men and women. " His women"
that is the way they express it) are huddled together at one end

of the deck. One of them invites me to a seat on their handsome

red rug, and talks as if it were a relief to have something to do.
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" Do you speak Turkish, Greek, French, Italian ? (the languages
most used in the capital). Are you married? How long have
you been here? Have you a father and mother?"

Then she tells about herself, and points out her husband, who
is an attendant of the pasha. Soon he saunters up, greets respect-

fully the pasha's wife, who sits wrapped in a sheet, or charahaf of

rich pearl-colored silk, which she draws modestly over her mouth
at his approach, so that only her eyes and nose appear. He chats

a moment with his wife, then saunters off, observing that it is

prayer-time, while she calls after him, " May your prayers be
easy !

"

Turkish women have no part in public prayers, and, so far as

I can learn, a large proportion of them do not pray at all.

A rich Persian prayer-rug (i. e., a rug bearing a triangular figure,

which is pointed toward Mecca during prayer) is spread on the
deck, and down goes the pasha's attendant on knees and forehead,
sometimes standing upright, his lips moving all the time, though
he seems to keep close watch of all that goes on about him,
meanwhile. The women seem to regard my book with curiosity.

None of them can read or write, "you are happy," says one.
" You are a teacher; you have no work, no children."

" Are not you happy? These beautiful children, these fine

clothes, all this honor, such fine weather and beautiful sea!"
The wife, who had before left the conversation to the slave,

here turned her dark, sad eyes upon me. " Are not you happy?"
She turned her fine head aside with the languor of absolute

weariness, saying, " Rabat yok dur" (" There is no peace").
"There are two of them," the slave explained, raising two

fingers, after the manner of the country, for ease of numeration;
" there are two wives. There is no peace in the house."

Just then the pasha's "great" wife came up, and the voluble
slave sprang from her seat to offer her a steamer-chair and light

her cigarette, while the second wife left her seat and went below.
These two women are never seen sitting near each other, and their
children are continually quarreling, calling each other " gipsy,"
"donkey," and "hog," when not actually using their fists.

The poor woman was evidently right. There is no peace for
her; and yet her home-life is not worse, and her food, house, and
clothes are immeasurably better, than those of most of her coun-
trywomen, whose sad eyes and listless manner or forced gayety
seem everywhere to say, " There is no peace."

Mary P. Wright.

CHINA.

A LETTER ABOUT CHINA, FROM MRS. EMMA D. SMITH.

One Thousand Island Park, August 16th.

Give the dear ladies my loving regards at the next Friday
meeting, and ask them if they have prayed faithfully for China.
They are already beginning in China to reap the harvest of our
shameful crop sown here. This morning Dr. Gracey read an
alarming telegram from West China, from the new Methodist
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Mission there. They are a very excitable people in the province
of Sze Clman, and very sensitive to the treatment of the Chinese
in this country. Their wrath has been rising higher and higher,
and finally one day an attack was made upon the premises of Mr.
Gamewell. He was away, and his brave, heroic wife, our dear
Mary Q. Porter, formerly of Peking, went out into the mob and
reasoned with them, and held them at bay for some time by
reminding them how very rude it was for men to demand admit-
tance to any house in the absence of its master. This checked
them, but only for a time. Finally they broke in the gates and
burst into the house. Mrs. Gamewell defended herself w ith a gun,
but had no ammunition. They wrenched it away, bruising and
cutting her hands in the struggle. Finally blood ran from her
hands and face. That frightened them, as it is punishable by
decapitation. They fled. Later, another attack was made and
the property all destroyed, though the missionaries escaped with-
out personal violence. How our hearts thrilled at the thought of
our dear, brave, heroic Mary Porter (Gamewell) facing that mob
alone. Dear sisters, did I not say as I stood before you that
last morning in Chicago, that if we did not take this burden on
our hearts with most intense and earnest prayerfulness, w^e might
be appalled by the news of mission chapels and mission homes
falling in one common ruin, while missionary life was threatened,
if not taken, and a reign of bitter persecution set in for poor,
defenseless native Christians, who have no gun-boats or consuls
to protect them, and nowhere to flee to? This morning while
venerable old Dr. Happer prayed for the sorely-tried mission, the
tears fell fast from many eyes, and deep sighs and groans came
from sympathetic missionaries all around the world. But it is too
late for tears! Pray, beloved, pray! If you love your own work
in China, if you expect it to be preserved, if you would be free
from all the blood that has been spilt already, pray! I know
your loving hearts, your warm, earnest prayers. I have felt the
spiritual uplift of your blessed meetings. Help us now ! Pray
for China, and for the sore hearts of her missionaries.

WORK IN KALGAN.

Miss Diament gives us a peep at her busy life under date of May 25th.

I came back to Kalgan last October, and commenced home-life
with Dr. Murdock in November. The new school-buildings were
at that time ready for the school. Twelve nice little girls came,
and remained till the Chinese New Year, when they had a short
vacation. Since then they have been irregular, but now are return-
ing, and we hope will remain steadily.

The Chinese do not appreciate the need of school for their girls.

Those who do come are influenced by the food they get. We
board but do not clothe them, and it is difficult to induce their

parents to clothe them properly. We could fill up very quickly if

we thought it best to give everything. We have been very anxious
for two" sick boys; but God heard our prayers, and is restorinr-

thcm. Dr. Murdock and I are very happy in our new home.
The house is convenient and attractive.
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THE WOMEN OF FOOCHOW.
BY MISS NEWTON.

We have in this vicinity two distinct classes designated as the

large-footed and small-footed classes. The former are principally

country women, and their dress is entirely different from the
small-footed. They work in the fields.—that is. tread the water-
wheels that bring the water up from the streams for irrigation,

and take their places side by side with the men in the mud and
dirt, carrying heavy burdens, and developing a splendid physique.
But I do not think they build houses, or do any kind of work that
requires any apprenticeship to learn. Theoretically the small-

footed women do no coarse work, but many are too poor to hire

servants. However, they seldom work out of doors, as the others

do. It is a pitiful sight to see them wash clothes, sometimes going
to a brook or muddy pool to save carrying water, and kneeling on
the stones to spare their poor feet. It is not proper for the small-

footed women to walk in the public street; but occasionally one
too poor to ride limps along with her crutch, or leaning on the
hand of her son (it would be a shame for her husband to walk with
her). The women are almost universally neat about their hair,

and they especially delight in wearing natural flowers. In an
ordinary house the main room is entered from an open court. The
front of the room is open to the court, and at the back side are
arranged, on a peculiar table, the family idols, tablets, or other
objects of worship, while bedrooms open from both sides. As
each son marries, the new wife is brought home to the bedroom
newly arranged for her; and this is her little world, her bedstead,
closets, trunks, etc., sometimes packed in a very small space. The
size of the room varies greatly, according to the circumstances of
the family, but they are usually dark. The young bride is often
in bondage to her mother-in-law, and can be expected to have no
will of her own. Sometimes the women have kind, motherly
hearts, but some are very cruel. The houses in Foochow are
mostly built of wood, and for that reason we have frequent fires,

as the people are very careless. Cooking-stoves are unknown, the
principal utensil being a broad, shallow iron pan placed over a
furnace. Here the rice is boiled and the vegetables cooked.

It is not unusual to find women who can read here as in the
North, but the proportion is very small. The writings of Confu-
cius and Mercius are their Bible, and he is most learned who has
most of their sayings at his tongue's end, but I think they often
think little about the meaning. What good does it do? A little,

perhaps. I am glad to meet a woman who can read; it is a little,

easier to awaken her understanding. I think there are very few
newspapers except those prepared by missionaries.

INDIA.
Mrs. Harding, having recently returner! from a health-trip to " the Hills,"

writes under date of July 5th, from Sholapur:—

The change and the social privileges we had on the Hills did
much to refresh both body and spirit. We met. not only our own
missionaries, but those of other societies and other Christian
friends,— and this was a rich treat to us all. We talked, and sang,
and prayed together ; and together, as we walked or rode, we en-
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joyed the cool, mountain air, the singing of birds, the fine views
of the mountains on all sides, the hills on hills, with the deep val-
leys between. And now we have come back to our work with fresh
interest and vigor. We want to be more earnest and faithful for
the Master than ever before. Mr. and Mrs. Sibley have returned
with us, to spend a few months here to learn the Maratha language
and prepare themselves for work in connection with our mission.
There are needy fields all about us, and we welcome them most
heartily. We are the more glad to have them now, as we were feel-
ing much the absence of Mr. and Mrs. Gates, who left us last
March for America.

"We are sure many hearts will beat in sympathy not only with the Christian
mother in the pain of separation from her boy, but also with the heathen
mother who grieves, without hope, for her lost babe. May the Good Shepherd,
who carries all such in his bosom, be revealed to her sorrowing heart.

On returning home we miss much our dear boy, who went with
Mr. and Mrs. Gates to America. We miss him at the table, at our
gathering for prayer morning and evening, in the studies and
plays of the children here; and often our thoughts go back to the
last day he spent with us, — when we all tried to be brave. The
text for that evening was so fitting: " The eternal God is thy ref-

uge, and underneath are the everlasting arms." So the Lord
helped us through those days of trial, and is cheering us still.

Only a day or two after, a Brahman woman came to see me.
She had shown herself very friendly. As I sat talking with her I

asked, " How is your baby ? " With tears in her eyes she answered,
" My baby is gone." It was taken ill with something like cholera,
and died after only a very few days illness. I told her of my boy,
who had just left for the home 10,000 miles away, and we wept to-

gether. Our common grief seemed to bring us near, but she said,

very truthfully, "Somewhere in the wide world you hope to meet
your child; but mine, — I cannot find her again." I tried to com-
fort her with Christ's own words. Said she, "I told my friends
at home I was going to the temple of Sideshwar (the principal idol
here), but I came instead to you." Pray for this bereaved mother,
and for many others like her, who have no Saviour, no light, no
hope beyond the grave. Pray for us ; we need a wonderful tongue,

—

the tongue of the learned, and a heart filled with love and sympa-
thy; but more than all we must have the "power from on high."

It is well, occasionally, to recount the different interests which claim the
attention of our missionaries; and as we read this list of cares and labors, let

ns remember that in foreign lands, as well as in our own, the mother must
have the home cares with all the rest.

And now as to my work. It is only a little here and a little

there, with but little really to show. I hope to visit three or four
times a month each one of our five schools in the city. My morn-
ings will be taken up in instructing my little girls, who are nine
and seven years old. A part of each forenoon will be taken up, as

far as possible, in visiting one of the schools and in going tc some
of the heathen families near, to tell them the story of Christ. At
noon I meet my Christian women, for our daily prayer-meeting.
This I find helpful to me and to them. We study a portion of the
Bible, memorize some verses, look up Bible questions prepared by
one of our missionaries, read from some religious book, and close

with singing and prayer. The hour thus spent seems very short.
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In the afternoon I see to household matters, attend prayer-meeting
twice a week, sew, mend, and write. My evenings I reserve es-
pecially for writing to my children in America and to other friends
there. Since Mr. and Mrs. Gates left us we have also the care of
the orphan children here in our yard, with the school-children
boarding with them, who have come from a distance. Their
clothes must be looked after, sick ones cared for, counsel, reproof,
and comfort given to one and another. Besides all this, there are
numberless interruptions which come in all along through the day,
so that much patience and self-control are needed, and the lesson
has to be learned over and over, that even the interruptions are al-

lowed by One who loves and cares for us.

We are very happy in our work, although discouragements and
perplexities come to us here as they do with you; but being busy
as we are it is wonderful how quickly the days glide by,— too
quickly for all we wish to do.

JAPAN.
LETTER FROM MRS. GULICK.

Okatama, April, 1SS6.

Deak Friexds: Let me tell you some of the encouragements
in the missionary work. Seven years ago, while living in Kobe,
we paid a visit to Imabari, on the island of Shikoku, where mis-
sionary work had, at that time, just been commenced, but where
now there is a church of about three hundred members. On our
way home we passed through the town of Kasioka, on the Inland
Sea, and arriving at nightfall, stopped for the night. It is our
custom when we stop for a night in a place, to collect as many of
the people as we can and talk to them of Christianity; so we
hunted up the one man whose name we knew, because he was a
subscriber to the Japanese Christian newspaper, and told him we
should be glad to meet at our hotel that evening any who wished
to learn about the Christian religion. There had been services-

held but once or twice before by missionaries who had spent a
night in the place. Quite a number came that evening.— among
them a few old women, who listened attentively, and seemed
uncommonly friendly. We left early the next day. and during
these seven years that have passed have not again visited the city.

In March of this year, however, we were invited to go to Kasi-
oka (which is about thirty miles from our new home in Okayama).
and spend the Sabbath with the little church that has been gath-
ered there during these seven years. Soon after our arrival, on
Saturday, several persons called at our hotel to see us

;
among them

a bright-faced old lady, who expressed great joy at meeting us, and
said it had been many years since she had seen us, but that she
was at a meeting that we held in the upper room of a hotel some
years before, and she had been hoping to see our faces again, but
feared she never should. One and another of those present, all
of them Christians, expressed their pleasure at seeing us, and said
they were also at the meeting; and we found there were five pres-
ent who were in that upper room seven years before, and the old
lady with one or two others were the women who seemed so
friendly then. The man who was taking the Christian newspaper
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was one of the first to come into the church, and has been one of

its officers and active members. It was delightful to meet them
again, and find how they had been led, step by step, to give up their
old religion, and believe in Christ as their Saviour. The old lady
said that she did not understand much of what was said at the
meeting at the hotel, but she did understand that there was but
one God, and she thought us kind to come and teach them. Now
we meet as one in Christ, and it was with thankful and happy
hearts that we spent the Sabbath with them, feeling that the words
spoken many years before had, by the blessing of God, been one
of the means used by him to bring some of the Christians there
to the knowledge of Christ. Seven persons wTere baptized that
Sabbath day; among them the granddaughter of a very old lady
over eighty, who is a member of the church, and who is able to
come to most of the meetings, though her head shakes with palsy.
The church is under the care of an evangelist, who divides his
time between Kasioka and another city near by.

In another town, some twenty miles from Okayama, we spent a
Sabbath in January, where seven persons were baptized and
received in,to the church: most of them were from a village near
by, and had beeu led to Christ by a neighbor, a plain old man who
had been the only Christian in the place. He had invited his
neighbors to his house, and had gone to theirs, telling them over
and over again " the old, old story," until he had led them to trust
in the Saviour in whom he believed. It showed what one earnest
Christian can do.

Our hearts were gladdened by these visits to the out-stations,
in seeing how the gospel is steadily making progress and souls are
being led to Christ.

In the city of Okayama the church is strong, united, and active.

They have a fine church-building put up last year, which will seat,

as they sit on the floor, if crowded, nearly a thousand. There
must have been eight hundred or more present, a large number of
them children, one evening in March, when we exhibited some
Scripture scenes with the magic lantern to the Sabbath-school.
I do not think there is in any of our Sabbath-schools a larger
number of children,— bright, wide-awake little people, who are
growing up under quite different influences from those that sur-

rounded their parents. Many children come from heathen fami-
lies, their parents seeming to be quite willing to have them go
where they learn only good; and through the children some of
the parents are led to Christ.

Women's meetings mainly for Bible study are held week-days
in different parts of the city, so as to reach the largest possible
number. Some of the Christian women are very efficient helpers
in these meetings. One of them especially has passed through
heavy trials in her Christian life, which has developed in her a
rich Christian experience fitting her to be a helper and example to

others. She is full of earnestness and zeal in leading others to

walk in the path that has brought so much peace and joy to her
soul, and is so wise and winning in her way of doing it, that she
is a most successful worker, often going beyond her strength.
She is very frail, and her frequent attacks of sickness warn us that
her time for work maybe short. May many more such workers
be raised up to carry the gospel to their own countrywomen.
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But though we have some such helpers, how greatly we need
workers from the home land. My husband's sister, Miss Gulick,
left us this spring for change and rest, to be gone a year or more,
so that our station now consists of only Mr. Gary's family and
ours; and of course Mrs. Gary and I must give a large portion of

our time to our families. Mr. and Mrs. Cary have been here from
the beginning of the work in Okayama. We very much need some
single ladies, and should be exceedingly glad to welcome two to

our station as soon as possible.

Missions of the American Board : At what date was each of

these missions, from the first, established, beginning with the
Canton Mission? State which, if any, were discontinued, when,
and for what cause. Which was transferred to another Board,
and when? See October Mission Studies.

Map Exercise: Point out and briefly describe the city of Can-
ton, where the work was begun; then Shanghai, where the great
work of Scripture translation was accomplished. Locate each of
the missions of the American Board; fix them all in mind by call-

ing attention to something striking in the region of each,— the
great Wall, the River Min, the great mountain ranges. A few
vivid words of description thrown in here and there, will help to

make this one of the most interesting parts of the meeting. A
wall-map, which can afterward be used for monthly concerts, can
be obtained at the Herald office, Congregational House, Boston,
for 75 cents, paper.

Biographical Sketch: Dr. Bridgman, "the Father of American
Missions in China;" Founding of the Canton Mission; the Chinese
Repository; Why did he remove to Shanghai? Mrs. Bridgman's
subsequent work. October Mission Studies. A larger sketch is

published by the American Tract Society.
Sketch: The first Chinese convert. What persecution did he

endure?
The Foochow Mission: Who were the first missionaries? Pres-

ent condition. Name the principal stations, and point them out
on the map. How many out-stations ? Who are the missionaries
now? How many churches? Church-members? Xative laborers ?

See Mission Studies.
The Girls' School: How many pupils just graduated? Life

AND Light, April and June numbers.
The Boys' School.
Missionary Letter, from Miss Newton, of Foochow, China,

will be found on page 389 of this number of Life a^d Light. A
topic or two to call attention to it.

Items from China : Which missionaries have been compelled to

STUDIES IN MISSIONARY HISTORY.
188G.

CHINA.
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leave, and which have returned to China this year? " The back
door open." How many candidates for admission to the Peking
College? The proposed new station at Shantung. The informa-
tion necessary for these items can all be found in the Missionary
Herald for 1886. The interest in this part of the meeting will be
increased if the articles be not read, but the facts briefly and
clearly stated, each by a different person.

Anecdotes from China: Statesman's Funeral; The Shanse Crip-
ple

;
Herald, pp. 85 and 245.

OUR FEAST OF INGATHERING,

Our annual feast of ingathering took place August 20th, when
our new rooms, which we had considered commodious, were fairly

crowded. There are occasions and companies in which we are
glad to be crowded. A Scripture message from our president,
Ps. cxxvii. 1, turned our grateful thoughts to the only source of
our help. and safety: and we were reminded of our corresponding
obligations in those other words, " Therefore, vow, and pray unto
the Lord your God: let all that be round about him bring presents
unto him that ought to be feared." Many suggestive and beautiful
texts were given from different parts of the room, and notes were
read from absent friends whose hearts turn to our gathering-place
regularly each Friday morning. The contrast between the coming
of death in Christian and heathen lands was suggested by the an-
nouncement of the death of one well known in Christian circles here,

—the husband of one of our number. A note in reference to his
departure says, "I have another cause for thankfulness this morn-
ing in the release from earthly bonds and weakness of my dear
friend, and a new sense of the preciousness of those things which
abide, of which a life like his was a constant reminder." Prayer
followed, in which thanksgiving and tender recollection were kept
side by side with the committing of the bereft friends to the tender
comfort of our loving Lord. Mrs. Dewey told of the customs of
Turkish women in mourning for their dead,—the despairing crying,
the beating of the breast and tearing of the hair, the three days of
loud outcry and wailing, which voice their hopeless sorrow. The
"privilege of service" was also a prominent cause for thankful-
ness. Not only is this constantly brought before us in the testi-

mony of our foreign workers,— among whom it seems that they
who bear most of self-denial, testify most heartily of joy and de-
light in their work,—but among home workers, also, we notice that
they who do and give most seem also most thankful. The num-
bers of young women "lending a hand" show that they, too, are
learning to appreciate this privilege, and one of their leaders
writes: " Allow me to blend with your words and prayers a note
of thankfulness, on behalf of my girls, that earnestness is increas-
ing all along the line."

From our dear Mrs. Jeremiah Porter came "especial thanks
for the safe transit of a dear daughter across seas and continents,"
while the daughter sent a few bright words " from a heart over-
flowing with thankfulness." From a prominent worker in the
temperance cause came thanksgiving that these two branches of

work are being brought so near together.
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The Minnesota Branch sent thanks, through its secretary, that
one of its daughters, Miss Dewey, is to sail for Turkey in Septem-
ber. Miss Webb, of Missouri, expressed personal gratitude at the
prospect of service in Adana, Turkey, where she will bring com-
fort and help to Miss Tucker, who has so long and bravely held
that post alone.

Three times the little basket went the round, coming back
laden with gifts and Scripture texts,—the amount being one hun-
dred and fourteen dollars. The prayer of this gathering for all

our auxiliaries is embodied in Mrs. Porter's text, "O Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in
the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of the people, and pre-
pare their heart unto thee." M.

" Bless God that he has given us that we may give, and has

put it in our hearts to give."

We hope that a large number of the friends of the Woman's
Board of Missions of the Interior are planning to attend the
annual meeting, to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, the last week in
October. For information as to entertainment and reduced rail-

road rates, we must refer them to "Mission Studies" for October,
or to " Our Column " in the Advance.
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Axtell, from Sale of Stuffed
Birds, 18.65; Sandwich, 20;
Springfield, 6 ; Waup onsie
Grove,15; Waverly, 20; Win-
nebago, 10, 631 05

Junior: Batavia,Y. Peo. Soc,
to const. L. M. Miss Fannie
Partridge, 25; Chicago, First
Ch., Y. L. S., 63; Galesbum,
The Philurgians, 25 ; Huntley,
The Harvesters, 12.49; Rock-
ford^. L. S., First Ch., 21.42, 146 91

Juvenile: Chicago, Robbie,
Edna, and Jennie Green-
halgh, 30 cts., New Eng. Ch.,
Sedgwick Mission School, 25,
Western Ave. , Star Soc, 1G. 15

;

Ontario S. S., 8.60; O/ney,
Cheerful Givers, 5; Pavson,
Cheerful Workers, 5.50; Prov-
idence, Miss. Band, 4.40;
Rollo, The Pansies, 2.50, 67 45

Total, 845 41

KANSAS.

Branch.— Mrs. A. L. Slosson,
of Leavenworth, Treas.
Auburn, 35.69, to const. Mrs.
Clara J. Ric;gin,L. M. ; Dial,
2.20 ; Fowler. 50 cts.

; Topeka,
45, to const. Mrs. A. A. Riplev,
L. M., 83 39

J unior : Topeka, Miss Lvman'g
Class for Ponape, 12.25*; Ster-
ling, Busy Bees, 7, 19 25

Total, 102 i -t
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MICHIGAN.

Branch.— Mrs. Charles E. Fox,
of Detroit, Treas. Covert,
12.50; Detroit,Trumbull Ave.,
Mr. J. E. Oxnard, 10, Wood-
ward Ave., 93; Dowagiac,
5.90; Litchfield, 15; Manistee,
25; North Dorr, 10; Union
City, 00.25; Walton, 3.50, 235 15

Special: Detroit, First Ch.,
27, Mrs. A. B. Allen, of
Springwells Ch., 5, Miss I. C.
Stowell, 5, 37 00

Jf.MOR : Pontiac, Y. L. M. Soc, 25 00
JrvEmE: Chelsea, Happy
Messengers, 8 50

Jackson,

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

Total,

MISSOURI.

319 07

Branch.— Mrs. J. H. Drew,
3101 Washington Ave., St.

Louis, Treas. Kansas City,
First Cong. Ch., 55; Lebanon,
Aux., 14; Sedalia, 3. 72 00

Junior : St. Louis, Pilgrim Ch.,
Y. L. Soc, 02.50, Hyde Park
Gleaners, 5.80, Thank-off.,
1.16, 69 46

Juvenile: St. Louis, Hyde
Park Morning Star Band, 2.25

Minnie Brown Memorial
Fund: St. Louis, Hyde Park
Gleaners, 5 00

Total, 148 71

NEBRASKA.

Exeter, Mission Band for Morn-
ing Star Fund, 5 00

Total, 5 00

OHIO.

Branch.— Mrs. Geo. H. Ely,
of Elvria, Treas. Ceredo, W.
Va.,3; Cleveland, First Ch.,
16.60; Cleveland, Plymouth
Ch., 43; Columbus, First Ch.,

44; Elyria, 93; Garrettsville,

5; Marietta, First Ch., 50;
Marietta, Second Ch., 10;
Medina, 10; Painesville, 50;
Tallmadge, 18.95; Toledo,
First Ch., 110, 453 55

Juvenile: Atwater, Willing
Workers, 12; Elyria, Little
Helpers, 10; Medina, Girls'

M. B., 1.25; Unionville, S. S.,
1-40, 24 65

Total, 478 20

NORTH DAKOTA.

Branch. — Mrs. R. C. Cooper,
of (ooperstown, Treas.
Cooperstoiun, 4.57; Grand
Forks, 9.47, 14 04

Total, 14 04

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Branch.— Mrs. F. D. Wilder,
of Huron, Treas. Deadwood,
15.60; Reelfield, 10; Sioux
Falls, 25; Yankton, 9 29, 59 89

Junior: Vermillion, Bridge
Builders, 27 00

Juvenile : Sioux Falls, Lamp-
Lighters, 50 00

Total, 136 89

WISCONSIN.

Branch.— Mrs. R. Coburn, of
Whitewater, Treas. Arena,
Second Ch., 1.76; Brandon,
3.07; Durand,3; Fort Atkin-
son,!.48; Fulton, 10] Fonddu
Lac, 21; Janesville, 43.91;
Lancaster, 15; Milwaukee,
Grand Ave. Ch., 23.53; White-
water, 2 131 05

Junior: Evansville,Y . L. Soc,
9; Ripon, College Y. L. Soc,
11.55, 20 55

151 60
Deducted for expenses, 3 03

Branch total, 148 57

Green Bay, Babies' Aid Soc,
special gift, 20 ;

Waukesha, A
Friend, 20; Wisconsin, A
Friend, per Mrs. J. Porter,
100, 140 00

Total, 291 60

GEORGIA.

Atlanta, Church of the Re-
deemer. Total, 13 00

miscellaneous.

Sale of Leaflets, 9 92

Total, 9 92

Receipts for month, 2,373 55

Previously acknowledged, 24,355 40

Total since Oct., 1885, $26,729 01
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JAPAN.

FROM MISS GUNNISON.

Miss Gunnison writes to the Young Ladies' Branch from Kobe, June 24th,

of her sadness in anticipating commencement, when they were to part from

their " dear girls" for two months, and she adds:—

I will dare to hope that each one who has been enrolled as a

soldier of the Cross, will hold her banner high, and stand firm for

the cause of Christ.

July 9th, Miss Gunnison continues:—

Our school is closed, and how lonely these large houses seem
now, with empty rooms and halls, which were a few days since

alive with the merry voices and happy laughter of seventy bright

and interesting girls. We were greatly blessed on commencement
day, the 29th of June. The weather was favorable, our decora-

tions were lovelier than ever before (I speak not from my obser-

vation, but from that of others), and the exercises passed off in a

most orderly and interesting manner.

Besides the seven girls who graduated from the regular course,

nine took certificates from the post-graduate course. All said

that the music was especially good, which was very gratifying to

those who had a share in drilling the girls. An organ duet, on

two organs, was particularly admired, and a vocal duet and chorus,

the latter being the hymn," O Word of Words the Sweetest!" It

was sung very sweetly, and we should have been proud to have our

friends in America hear it. Twenty post-graduates of our school

are either pastors' wives or are engaged in teaching. Another is

to become the wife of a pastor next month.
(397)



398 LIFE AND LIGHT.

Miss Gunnison also writes of an incident related by Miss Dudley, after
lier returr this spriug froir a touring expedition:

—

A very interesting woman whom she met some years ago, said

at that time that she could not become a Christian, because if

any one smote her on one cheek, she was sure she could never turn

the other to receive like treatment. Subsequently, however, she

did become a Christian; and upon meeting her this spring, Miss

Dudley said, " Well, how is it now about the other cheek ?" The
answer came in a laughing way, " Well, I think I could turn about

half way, now!"
I fear that some of us would find it difficult to do even that.

AFRICA:
Mapumulo, Kearsney, Port Natal, South Africa,

June 4, 1886.

To the Woman's Board of Missions for the Pacific ;—
Dear Friends: As I look at each day's work as it comes, I am

sometimes puzzled to find what the missionary part of my work is.

I think it is composed of the little everythings that together make
up my work. In fact, life seems made up of " next things." It

seems to me that the first of these is the same as that which lies

before every wife and mother, " home," and making that as pleas-

ant as possible to the other worker, and keeping my little one

from moral as well as physical harm. The next thing I find to be the

training of the girls who serve us in various ways; and as teaching

reading, writing, etc. is a part of this work, it takes many min-

utes from my busy hours.

The next thing I have found to be the oversight of our station-

school, of which you have heard before. A little over two years

ago it was in such a forlorn state, but gradually it has improved,

and is at present in quite a vigorous condition. I find, however,

the children need looking after, or occasionally there is a myste-

Tious disappearance. I think fully one half the school is composed
of kraal children. Many of these come without clothing, which

must be provided. We do not, as a rule, give them their gar-

ments, but find some way by which they may get clothing for a

merely nominal sum, and thus feel an honest independence about

it they could not have if dresses were given them. These dresses

must be prepared, often cut and made,—which, in addition to fam-

ily sewing, takes much time. The children work for slate-pencils,

and bring mealies, etc., for books and slates. This trading takes

another bit of precious time, which, when the day is done, often

seems filled with nothing.

• Another " next thing" in this work among the children is " The
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Band of Hope," which we call " Gupo Yabantroana." There are

over sixty on its roll now, and we hope the children will be so in-

fluenced by it that, when older, they may take the strong pledge

of the adult natives.

The next thing is the work among the women. This field is

needy indeed, and I have little time to reach these women in their

homes. Occasionally this is done, but the chief help is the

woman's prayer-meeting, of which I have told you before. There

are two or three earnest native women who take turns with me in

leading the meetings, and I wish you could hear their heartfelt

words as they do this work for the Master. Such women are a

continual source of help to us, and when the lukewarinness, and,

perhaps, wayward sins of others, cause our hearts to sink, it is a

never-failing encouragement to think of these faithful women who
are always on the right side.

There is another meeting for which I see great need, and hope

soon to number it among the "next things,"— a kind of woman's
inquiry-meeting. There are a number of women who say that they

"believe," and yet I feel sure some of them have a very vague idea

of what it is to be really "born again." These women cannot be

reached by the ordinary inquiry-meeting, and I believe this is a

part of my work. Many of our women have left their beer, and I

think that they are in earnest. Last night I was feeling much
depressed in regard to our work, when there came a tapping at the

door, and a young married woman was ushered in. She was one

in whom I felt much interest, but who had never come out on the

Lord's side. She came to talk with me, and I could but notice the

anxious expression on her face. She seemed oppressed by her

sins, but did not know just how to cast them on her Saviour. I

tried to lead her, on her knees, to God ; and when she left me it

was with a lightened heart, for I feel that then and there she took

the Saviour for her own. A weight was lifted from my heart, and

I think there was joy among the angels.

This is one of the blessed "next things" that God sends to

brighten the darker way. I will only speak of one more— our

Sabbath-school.

I have introduced you here before, but now there is a much
larger number which gathers each Sabbath afternoon to study the
" Words of Life." We have five, six, and sometimes seven classes;

but notwithstanding a preacher's and teachers' meeting on Satur-

day, we feel that the teachers are poorly prepared for this work.

My class of girls is much larger than formerly, but as yet very few
in it have taken a stand for Christ. The Holy Spirit's power is

what we need in our own hearts, and upon this people. Dear
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friends, there is a great burden on my heart as I think of this

people, especially the young men and women who are growing up
without Christ. Oh, pray for us! We are longing for God's
Spirit; without that blessing our efforts are in vain.

As you read this pray for us fellow-workers who need this

heavenly gift.

As ever, your sincere friend and sister in Christ,

Sarah L. Holbkook.

AUGUST MEETING.

Our August meeting was held in the First Church, Oakland,

and the beginning of our Scripture lesson was from the First

Epistle of John, and taught us the relation between the Divine

love to us and our love to God.

We then turned to John's Gospel, and there found a vital unfold-

ing of the same truth in the human life of our Lord when he uttered

the words, "Now is my soul troubled. . . . Father, save me from
this hour : but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify

thy name;" thus revealing to us the fullness of meaning in the

words he had just expressed, " He that loveth his life shall lose it;

and he'that hateth his life in this world,shall keep it unto life eternal. 1 '

We were led by the sacred narrative through the wonders of the

voice from heaven to the Saviour's foretaste of glorious triumph

in the promise, " Now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto

me." Here our hearts found the certainty of reward that attends

the missionary work.

Seeking still another illustration of this principle of complete

self-sacrifice, we found it in the significant act of her who, in human
imperfection, but with an exhuberant wealth of humble love, came
to her Master and Lord breaking the costly box of alabaster, and
pouring upon his head and feet the precious ointment.

"To what purpose is this waste?" was the instant cry of some
who observed the act; just as men cry out to-day against the

spending of treasure by the Church in her work for the Redeemer,

because they have no spiritual discernment of this doctrine of

self-surrender which lies at the root of Christianity ; for " God is

love, " and " we love him because he first loved us."

Here, then, is the key to our Saviour's gracious acceptance of

Mary's offering in the words, " She hath wrought a good work."

With our hearts warmed by such thoughts as these, we were

led in prayer by Mrs. Sturges ; and after listening to the reports,

letters were read from Mrs. Ilolbrook, Mrs. Baldwin, and Mrs.

Gulick; and when the hour had passed, we left the sacred place

with new longings and inspiration in our work.
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