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MEXICO.
LETTER FROM MRS. G. C. EATON.

Dear Life and Light:—
Those of your readers who were interested to follow the ac-

count of " Seed-sowin<? in Mexico," will be glad to know of the

first appearing of the tiny blade that gives promise of the " full

corn in the ear," at harvest-time.

Cosihuiriachic is a mining town of about two thousand inhab-

itants, lying eiglity miles to the west of Chihuahua. It is now
almost a year since Mr. Eaton entered the place, with the

first load of Bibles ever seen there. He was at that time sur-

prised and delighted at the rapidity with which he disposed of

all that he had, and at the eagerness with which the people asked
for more. Afterwards, tliis was explained, at least in part, when
we learned that the priest of the place not only wholly neglected

the spiritual wants of his people, l^t was living a life of such im-

morality in their midst, that no one could respect him; so that

tlie poor people were in a starving condition, deprived of even the

crumbs of comfort that will sometimes fall to their share from
the hands of a good Roman Catholic priest.

(81)
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Since that first visit our colporteur lias spent some time in the
place with good success, and recently there has returned there to

live, a young man who came to a knowledge of the truth while in

Chihuahua. He is of one of the best families of the place, and
found but little difficulty in interesting his friends in this new as-

pect of the truth, which had done so much for him, relieving him
as he said, of the doubts that were beginning to assail him, and
from which he desired to be freed. The consequence of this is,

that five or six of the most influential families there, gathered to-

gether at his house to join in the first Protestant service ever held

in "Cosi." The experience was new and delightful, that of ad-

dressing for the first time, in a new place, an audience of intelli-

gent, eager people, and we felt that surely the Lord had prepared

the way before us.

Reaching our destination late Friday night, after a long drive

of three days in a buggy, we held two services on Sunday, and a

third on Monday evening. In all, about twenty adults heard the

truth ; and they, under the leadership of our young friend, are to

gather together every Sunday to "search the Scriptures, to see

whether these things are so." To aid them in their self directed

work, Mr. Eaton has sent them Sunday-school lesson helps and
commentaries, and will immediately establish there a depository

of Bibles and tracts to meet the growing demand.
Besides this circle of believers in the town, there is still another

among the families on the outskirts, the wood-cutters, and the

ranchmen. Our time was too limited to allow of visiting them,

but we had the joy of seeing one of our dear young Christians,

who, leaving her home in Chihuahua to spend some months with

a married sister, has been the centre of the movement there. The
meetings were begun under the leadership of our colporteur, Fran-

cisco Padierua, and she has carried them on since he left, even

taking up the cross of leading in prayer. She told me so simply,

that at first her prayers were so confused they were hardly intel-

ligible; but that the Lord had helped her to conquer her " self-

love," so that now she was able to voice the petitions of her heart,

without thinking what impression her words might be making.

Dear girl ! although so recently born again, she has already learned

the "Christian's secret of a happy life." I wish that I had time

to tell you more of her perfect trust and faith, her happiness even

in the solitude of the mountains, because she walked with One
not seen of men.

Now that we are once more in our own home, we look back

upon the journey as a strange mixture of pleasure and of discom-

fort. The days, spent in driving through a succession of enchant-
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in<^ landscapes, in the clear, cool, bracintj air of these mesas, were
charniin<:i; fvud the lunches by the roadside, under some wide-

spreading tree where the luscious grass was tempting to the pa-

tient horse, and the heavy shade looked inviting to the weary
travelers, were a real and novel pleasure.

A well-stocked lunch-box furnished us with economical and
palatable meals; but we had not provided for the unexpected
guests that invited themselves to dine with us, whenever we
stopped near a human habitation. It was at first a little disquiet-

ing to have them approach, and seat themselves beside us, with

the evident intention of remaining; but when we recalled the ex-

ample of our Divine Master, who, as he " sat thus on the well,"

saw in the approaching woman, not an intruder, but a soul to be

saved, it was easy to feel glad that they had come, since it gave us

the opportunity while we fed their bodies, to break to them the

bread of life. And when one is looking for such opportunities, how
wonderfully the Master opens the way, so that almost unconsciously

one finds one's self speaking of the hidden, the divine things.

Most of the discomforts of the way were crowded into the

nights. The first night we tried a Mexican bed, but it was already

so well inhabited that there was little room left for us, and sleep

declined to visit our weary eyelids. So the second night we chose

the open air, in preference to sharing with a family of nine per-

sons their only room, which served as kitchen, sleeping-room, and

parlor.

We tucked the little boy into the buggy, and spread our blan-

kets on the ground underneath ; and although the rooting of the

pigs, the frequent crowing of the cock, and the barking of the

dogs, and the rain, which finally drove us in doors before day-

light, did not conduce to very heavy sleep, we still thought it

preferable to the previous night.

But all such petty trials were forgotten when we reached our

journey's end, and were hospitably received into our young friend's

family, and treated with every attention possible. That indeed,

was the bright side of missionary life; and so bright, so satisfy-

ing, so rich is this life, that we wonder how any one can resist its

attraction. For three years has the call for help gone up from

this station, and not yet has the young woman been found, will-

ing and ready to answer it!

Gertrude C. Eaton.

We are glad to say that a young lady has been recently found for this

tield, Miss B. M. Ferris, who is now under appointment for Mexico.— Ed.
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TURKEY.

BIBLE-WORK IN TURKEY.
BY MISS C. E. BUSH.

The following letter written to Dr. Bliss, who is in the employ of the Bible

Society in Constantinople, will be of great interest to all our readers:—
A*4 I yesterday opened three boxes of books just sent from Con-

stantinople, and, with friendly feeling for the pretty new bindings

and colors, laid them in their places on our book-shelves, and

when all was done, turned to survey my work with a thought of

how many souls these would go forth to bless, I could not fail to

remember my promise to write you as to the Bible-work in our

field.

This book-room having been rrly special charge since January

last, has come to have a large place in my thoughts and cares, and

I would like to introduce you to it: a long, high room with

shelves on two sides, reaching to'the ceiling; the usual divan for

those who wish to sit a la Turk, with a rare view from the win-

dows of plain and sky, and down upon the roofs of the city below

us. But the books— what friendly faces they have! There are

the great pulpit Bibles, in Armenian and Turkish, bound in sober

brown and black; the family Bible of smaller size, with clear,

good type, and strong binding of pleasing colors ; while upon a very

safe shelf, where no careless hand can reach them, are the "glori-

ous" red and gold ones, with their bright gilt clasps, used as a

gift from a bridegroom elect to his lady at the time of their

betrothal. With it must go an equally "glorious" hymn-book in

red and gold, and the names of the parties and their pledge must

be written within. This gift is even becoming a not uncommon
thing among Gregoi ians.

I must not forget the green and gold, and blue and gold Bibles

of the new Armenian version, or the still more beautiful ones of

both new and old versions in black morocco, flexible, and with

flaps. Then come the New Testaments, the "Old People's" in

large type, so coveted by all the dear saints who feel their earthly

vision failing, though the heavenly may be growing stronger. I

was once the bearer of one of these as a gift from a lady to an

elderly woman too poor to buy it for herself. As I put it into her

hands, she gazed at it in a sort of ecstacy, then withdrew from

the little circle gathered about me, and kneeling on the divan,

lifted eyes and hands to heaven in thanksgiving for the Bible and

prayer for the giver.

Next to these of large print, come the two-piaster Testaments,

for use is schools, the dainty three-piaster pocket Testament, so
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eagerly sought as a companion in travel, or to carry to the shop

or field. As they are in the new version they cannot he appre-

ciated by all classes as is the good old version. On beyond the

Armenian and the Armeno-Turkish are the Arabo-Turkish Bibles

and Testaments. The time has not come when there shall be a

great call for these in our field; but when, tlie other day, our col-

porteur told me of selling one to a poor unknown Turk, I felt as if

the book-room was lighted up with a heavenly glow, and silently

prayed that God would use that Bible for the conversion of some
Mohammedan.

There are wall-rolls of precious, comforting texts, pictures illus-

trating the lives of the fathers and the apostles, and portions of

the Bible printed for the blind. A poor blind man with his rich

voice already attuned to sing the songs of Zion, felt suddenly pos-

sessed of great riches, when, not many months ago, he went away
hugging two volumes of the latter,— his very own. Even his

deaf and dumb wife, by his side for eyes, laughed in Vlee at the

sight.

Then there are the Psalms, and Proverbs, and the Gospels, all

printed separately, and to be bought for forty and twenty paras.

Even a bride, who never is known to possess any great amount of

pocket-money, can find twenty paras, and many is the Gospel

which slips from our hands into such a one's girdle, replaced by
the long hoarded bit of silver. Of course there are Psalms and
Gospels printed in the ancient Armenian for those who still cher-

ish an affection for their long unspoken tongue yet in vogue in the

Gregorian churches. There are tracts in Armenian and Turkish,

and beautiful stoiies in both languages, and good, old "Pilgrim's

Progress," and Baxter's "Saint's Rest."

Specimens of many of these go out with teachers, as they go

to take charge of some school, or to the Young Men's Christian

Associations, or pastors, as they order. We have a colporteur dili-

gently at work in the city and vicinity, finding his way into shops

and houses, and coming to the book-room every now and then

with a beaming face to tell of his success, and of plans for some
anticipated sale. Another has just gone to Diarbekir with a box
well packed with samples of all the books; and we hope to have

another commence work this fall in the Arabkir field, to the west
of Haipoot. Two men are employed in the same service in Koor-
distan.

Every spring, at the time of the fair held in Farkin, Koordistan,

tlie pastors and preachers of that region try to meet, and work
among the crowd assembled there. They preach, and sell books,

and teach the truth "in season, and out of season." To show
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the difficulties with which they meet, I send a brief account
given by tlie Farkin preacher of the state of things:— "At the

fair this spring, as last, not as many books as we had hoped
were sold, because the Koords again behaved wickedly. Several

times, like a tempest on the ocean, they dashed upon each other,

and then fell back. They trod upon each other, seizing each

other's wares. The first time, the soldiers gathered upon a near

hill to charge and scatter them, but soon they themselves, like the

others, were seizing the merchandise of the Christian by force,

although secretly. It was impossible to carry around books in

such a lawless crowd
;
especially as all were in fear and trembling

for their own property, and could give little attention to books."

Thus even in that wild region, effort is being made to scatter

the Word of Life. Of places nearer to this favored city, perhaps

of many a village on our plain, it may be said, as it was lately

stated of t^e village of Harboosie, " There is a Bible, or Testament

to be found in every house but one."

(TO BE COXTIXUED.)

AX ORIET^TAL WELCOME.

We are indebted to Miss Wheeler for the following addresses of wel-

come to Mr. and jNIrs. Allen, Mr. and Mrs. Barton, and Miss Daniels on

their arrival in Harpoot. The first one is addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Allen: —

Dear scholars and my dear companions, shall we not call this

day, a day of joy, a day of gladness?

I think so, because your smiling faces tell me your thoughts

just now, though there is not any motion of your lips, and I hear

no sound, so I, standing here on your behalf, will try to present

the causes of our gladness.

To-day is like a beautiful day of spring to all of us; and why?
Without, all nature is clothed with the robes of affliction. The

sky is gloomy and dark, consequently it has a sorrowful influence

upon all them who are under the power of it. Why has it not

such an influence upon us? The eyes of all these girls shine

brightly, and their faces are as smiling as the pretty lilies of

spring. Not only this, but, if we could stand in a suitable place,

we should see the coming of a great multitude to this part of the

city; they also look to us with cheerful hearts and smiling faces.

What is the purpose of their coming, and the object of their

gladness? We shall easily find the cause if we turn our eyes to

these friends who are sitting to-day upon the bench so near to us

that we are able to see and to speak to them.
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Possibly some will ask me who are these, and why do you

mention them as the cause of the gladness of this great multi-

tude. 1 will try to make them known to my friends.

Tlie name of this city is Ilarpoot, as you well know. Do you

know, also, what was its state twenty-five or thirty years ago? I

do not know, but I have heard from my parents that it. like other

places, was in a great darkness, the true religion being hidden

under the covering of superstition. Two of these are from those,

who, thirty years ago, came to take away that covering, and lead

us in the ways of truth. They have borne many troubles for our

nation and for the establishment of this school. Three years ago

they went to visit their own country, and now have returned to

us.

The old. benefactors of Harpoot, forgetting all the troubles

which they received from their Armenian friends, have come back

to them again, to care for them. Now is it a wonderful thing to

see such a great multitude, and their smiling faces? Oh, no;

really it is necessary that all Harpoot rejoice and be glad because

it has the privilege of seeing again its old friends, and saluting

their coming.

Tender mother and reverend father, on behalf of the female

department of the Euphrates College, I salute your delightful

coming, and I say to you, our father and mother, you are welcome
to Ilarpoot, welcome to your home, and so to our school. Would
that you might see fruit that would repay you for leaving your

darling children, dear fiiends, and your own native country,

which was very sweet to you.

All the memories which you had left here were very dear to

us ; we cannot forget all the troubles, love, and desire which you
had for us and for our school, not only in your presence, but also

in your absence. You have been like a careful father and affec-

tionate mother to us, to our school, and to our nation.

Anna Chudigian.
to miss daniels.

" Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God ! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
past finding out."

And now I am standing on this platform on behalf of the girls

of Euphrates College, to say something that will express our feel-

ings. First, I hasten to offer my great thankfvilness for this

opportunity of addressing you. Oh, shall I not call some of the

orators as Cicero, Demosthenes, Nerses, Lompronatse, that they
may speak in their majestic, divinely inspired language, or at least

may be an echo to my weak voice. Schoolmates, I do not know
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why Providence always gives to me to announce and salute the

coming of the light. It is true that the condition of Armenian
children appears very sad, so that one may imagine that the ship

Armenia is being wrecked, the navigator is sinking to the bottom,
and the rudder is lost with the steersman. But we must not be
discouraged when we see that many of the Armenians have in

their hands the guide that will lead them to the port of peace.

Oh, ye school-girls, look and see how, in this night of obscurity,

the Divine pity shines to light the travelers to their desired port.

IS^oble auditors, I beseech of you that for a few moments you turn

your eyes to view this welcome sight. The sky in the east red-

dens, and is the harbinger of the bright day. Be courageous,

Armenians, our only hope is the bright light of the gospel lamp,

awaking our nation from its deep* sleep. The oil of God's grace

will cause our dim lamp to shine.

In some parts of Armenia there are shining lamps, that are

burning by the hands of benefactors; some of them are bright

shining, but some not so, because they have little oil in them.

I know a lamp in Harpoot, Euphrates College by name; this

lamp was lighted by the love of benefactors. The Female depart-

ment has many privileges. Noble school-mates, does not this

beautiful sight present one similar to the heavenly joyfulness? I

affirm that this is at least its beginning. Fortunately, I have

again an opportunity to say, " Light to your eyes." See the love

of God, that has done such a work for us, inciting the heart of

one noble benefactress so that she wished to come to Armenia,

that she also may be able to have some part in that light-giving.

Hallelujah! the pity and the love of God, new always and forever.

Therefore, my right hand giving to you, I lighten your eyes, sup-

plicating for you much pleasure and joyfulness. Noble teacher,

you chose to accept the invitation coming from heaven, and you
gladly oiJered your youthfulness, your friends, your country, and.

many things, that you might come here and give your bright

light to us. Oh, noble one, you came with your willing heart to

do a sacred work, and to fill the Armenians' heart with pleasure.

Therefore, we also sharing your happiness, greet your coming,

saying: "Welcome, a thousand welcomes!" and would that the

whole Euphrates College might repeat many times with chorus

:

Welcome, a thousand welcomes!" And you, our dearest bene-

factors, that again are pleased by your presence to rejoice our

hearts, we also, with love, say to you : "Welcome to your home
and to your work." We ask for you long life, success, and much
peace. Now, dear teacher, there is before you a very sublime but

hard work ; the field is extensive, but effort, prayer, and trust iu
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God will conquer. Therefore we will all ask to give you the

necessary strength to aid you in your race. And when you reach

the goal may you hear the voice of Jesus saying: *' Yerily, I say

unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

MARIAlSr EXFIAJIAX.

SCRAPS FOR OUR WORK-BASKET.

What foreign missions want to-day is not the munificent gift

of the few, but the combined and collective strength and zeal of

the whole Christian discipleship. When we shall find it laid down
in books on military science that when a great battle is to be

fought, and the forces on one side are drawn up in full ranks— in-

fantryj artillery, and cavalry— and are ready for the charge, that

a few field officers shall be sent out to confront all this array of

advance, then, and not before may we expect that when the Great

Captain of our salvation gives out his marching orders, Go ye

into all the world and preach," he will expect his soldiers to fold

their arms while a few devoted missionaries go out into the whiten-

ing field, and let the rank and file retire, one to his farm, and

another to his merchandise.

—

Bev. R. S. Storrs.

A MissiONAiiY tells of a poor Christian woman in India, who
said to him: "I have no money for missions, but I can speak to

my neighbors, and urge them to come to the Saviour, I have so

joyfully found." She had learned what was better, and richer

than gold and silver, the power of personal influence through an

earnest zeal for Christ. And so, in her humble way, she had led

eleven persons to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of

the world. Many a whole church, the past year, has come short

of such success.

—

Christian at Work.

Colonel Patton, a leader of the Covenanters, was taken pris-

oner by the troops of Charles II. and doomed to execution at

Edinburgh. He was met by a royal officer, Dabsell, who had
fought side by side with him in Germany. "I'm sorry to see you
here, Patton," said his old friend. ''I'll go to the king for a par-

don." " It's of no use; you'll not get it." " If he doesn't grant

it I'll never lift my sword for him again." He applied for it, got

it, hastened to Edinburgh with it; and the pitiless lords of the

council held it back, and let the brave soldier go to the block.

Do we detest them? What, then, shall be said of us, if when
Christ has proclaimed a free pardon to men, we hold it back from
their knowledge, and leave them to perish in their sin ?

—

Ex.
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What Hindu Women Think. — A little incident occurred in

school one day, which will show the curious and low idea, the

Hindus have of sin, and of God's holiness. The school is in a

bazar, a public place, and consequently has many visitors. One
woman, who sells parched rice and pulse, often comes in, and
listens with evident zest to the girls reciting. One day they were
repeating the second commandment, and as I was asking some
questions to see whether they understood it, she interrupted with,

"Yes it is right to worship idols— to bow down to them, and

serve them, etc." Then she suddenly asked, "Mem Sahib, why
don't you wear some ornaments?" "Oh," I said, "that is a

matter of taste with us; we do not think it is essential as you do."
" But," she said, " you ought, at least, for your salvation, to wear a

gold necklace, or one bracelet, for God will ask you after death

how you dressed in this life, and what ornaments you wore."

Before I could answer, one of the teachers, not herself a

Christian, who had been quietly listening until now, interrupted

with, " Oh, no, he will not ask that; he will ask how we acted in

this life, and if we kept his commandments."

—

Ex,

A Japanese Mother. — Across the bay from Yeddo resides

an aged widow of high rank, whose sympathies during the war
of 1868, were on the losing side. Three hundred soldiers of the

defeated army found shelter in her ample establishment.

For this alleged treason, the victorious forces dragged forth

her eldest son from her home, and prepared to execute him in

front of her dwelling. The mother, with the fortitude of a

Roman matron, or of a Christian heroine, threw herself before

the commander, entreating him to accept the sacrifice of her life

in place of her son's.

Deeply moved by such a proposal the victorious officer par-

doned the son for the mother's sake, and set him at liberty
;
yet,

some months after, while Mr. Thompson was on a visit to this

family, this noble mother was sent out of the room by the ingrate

whose life she had saved, from the idea that it was disrespectful

to his guest, and in every way out of place to allow his mother's

presence to mar the courtesies of the occasion. For a country

containing such women, and yet holding them in such dishonor,

what ought be done?

—

English Leaflet.

In a part of India called the Shudder, there exists a singular

superstition. If two sisters, married or immarried, are separated

from each other for twelve years they must never meet again,

no matter how long they may live. The reason given for

this custom is like this: One of their saints had two daughters,

who, through their marriage, were separated for twelve years ; and
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after this long time they happened to meet, and a few days after-

wards their father died, so now it is believed that some member
of the family is sure to die if sisters are allowed to come together

in this way. A case is mentioned where two sisters who had been

separated the fatal twelve years, happened to be living near to-

gether, but they never speak to each other. If one visits the

other's house for any reason, the other either leaves the house, or

shuts herself in her room until the sister has left. So absurd are

heathen superstitions.

Do you remember what I wrote you last year about my sewing-

woman, Chemna— the story of her life and leading? (See Life
AXD Light for March, 1885.)

Just before I left for America, she came to help me for a few
days. Her husband, finding she was earning something, came to

her repeatedly for money. She gave, and gave, till finally she

dare not give another cash, for she had food and clothing to buy
for herself and children.

Tlie husband was so very angry he said that she must leave.

They had no home. (She had been working in Peking all winter,

and he had been at a temple).

What should she do? Should she go out on the street and
walk up and down with him? Would not the angry man beat her,

and perhaps kill her? We were powerless to aid her, for no one
can stand between a wife and husband in China. She, a woman,
had no power of redress. According to every law of the land, she

must submit.

We prayed, and she prayed, while her husband stood outside

the gate, reviling both her and us. Finally, she decided to secretly

steal away, and go into the country five or six miles, on her little

bound feet, to her Father's home. Perhaps he will curse me,"
she said, "for bringing him trouble." Just before she left, with

the tears rolling down her cheeks, and trembling in every limb,

she went with me to pray, to commit herself to God, as she started

out. There we kneeled together, she and I, on the cold brick

floor of that Chinese room, and prayed. We were helpless, but

God was all-powerful. Would he not " make the wrath of man to

praise him, and the remainder of wrath would he not restrain?"

Was not this poor woman his child? Was she not bought with

precious blood, and would he not care for her? Yes, we both
knew he would. The answer came to me while on our knees, and
I am sure it did to her, for she prayed so trustfully, and tlie sobs

grew less frequent ; and do you know she prayed more for me than,

for herself ! She prayed that God would care for me on the great

waters, and journey with me across the broad lands; that he would
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watch over me while at home, and bring me back to them all verjr

soon.

TVe rose, bade each other good-bye, and parted— she to go out
on the streets, but no fear was on her face now. " God will care

for me," said she; and God has taken care of her.

I started in a few days for America, but word has come that

our prayers are answered; that her husband has suddenly quieted

down, and has since shown no disposition to molest his wife, and
that Sunday she comes to church, and seems more than usually

thankful and happy.
Mrs. S. B. Goodrich.

A JAPAXESE SUMMER RETREAT.
BY MRS. JOHN GULICK.

We make the following extract from a letter -writ-

ten by Mrs. Gulick while on Mount Haiei, last summer :

—

HIS mountain is about seven miles from Kioto,

to which place we go by rail. Taking the

train that leaves Osaka about seven in the

morning, we reach Kioto about half past

eight; then taking jinrikisha we reach the

village at the foot of the mountain in a little

more than two hours. Those who are able,

walk the rest of the way, and the others ride in

kagos, arriving at the encampment in an

hour or two, according to speed.

If you have never tried camping out you do not know the mis-

eries of the first few days. I can only describe it as a heap of

bedding, eatables, books, boxes, clothing, dirt, children, ants,

insects of all sorts, and a group of persons trying to be good-

natured, and make the best of things, cheering each other by say-

ing, "How nice it will be when we get settled!" We did get

settled after some days, and we like it very much.

"We have a beautiful view ; we can see a good portion of Kioto

and the intervening valleys, with the low hills and villages and

the higher mountains beyond. We face the setting sun, and we

often get a fine blending of earth and sky scenery. We have some

rainy days, of course, but we sometimes think they are as beauti-

ful as the sunny ones. There are sixty- three of us, counting the

babies. Of course such a community, living so closely together
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for two months, must have some sort of an organization; so we
have a chairman, a water-works committee, and a committee for

making roads. The roads are simply paths leading from one part

of the encampment to the other ; and the water-works are a sys-

tem of bamboo pipes, conducting the water from a spring a little

above us to all parts of the encampment. We have three tents on
a long, narrow floor, and find them very comfortable ; a chapel
tent furnishes accommodations for all our meetings, religous and
social. Our Sundays here are more like Sunday than anything I

have seen since I came to Japan, they are so quiet.

This is a sacred mountain. It is said that in former times

there were three thousand temples here, and I suppose that all

these level spots which we now occupy, were the sites of temples

or shrines. They seem to be artificial terraces, and were evidently

chosen with reference to giving the idols and their devotees fine

views of the surrounding country. As they are on the steep side

of the mountain, no tent pitched on one of them obstructs the

view of the others, and the tents are not far apart. There are

beautiful, wild, shaded walks all about, and everywhere are old

ruined temples, some of tliem tumbling, and some of them
tumbled down. There are also some in quite good repair. Some
have roofs all covered over with sheets of copper. From ancient

times until three hundred years ago there was a tribe of priests

inhabiting the mountain, and then these temples were well kept,

and the priests lived well on the offerings of a multitude of wor-

shipers. But these priests were a turbulent set, and were always

concocting schemes against the government. They were sup-

posed to be celibates, but they had become so corrupt that it is

said there were a thousand women living in the mountain. About
three hundred years ago, the Shogan made this an excuse for

cleaning out the priestly tribe. He .sent an army up here, and

they burned temples, and killed the women, and many of the

priests. After that, till fifteen years ago, no woman was allowed

on the mountain.

In our daily walks we come upon the ruined temples and

shrines and houses, at every turn. The once well-kept grounds

are over-grown with grass, weeds, and bushes, reaching nearly to

the eaves. Those that are still kept in repair are not visited

much except on festival days, when multitudes of pilgrims come

to worship and leave their offerings. They are all very quiet and

lonely. The most interesting one that I have visited is called

Benton, because it is dedicated to a god of. that name; Benton is

the snake god. At the temple many of the offerings are pictures

roughly painted on wood, in which the snake is the prominent



A JAPANESE SUMMER RETREAT. 95

A WAYSIDE SHRINE.
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figure. Before one of the shrines are two granite vases, each

ornamented with a snake coiled about it, in rough stone carving;

there also is a shrine, around which if a person walks a thousand

times, he lays uj) for himself a large stock of merit. In order to

keep the count, there is a box of wooden tickets placed one on

each of two sides of the shrine, and on beginning his rounds, the

worshiper counts out a certain number of tickets which he carries

in his hand, and every time he completes a round, he lays down a

ticket on a shelf in front of the shrine. Some lay down a ticket

for every ten rounds. As they mumble their prayer, Namu
Amidabiistu, rapidly while they walk, they have said it a good
many times by the time they have reached the thousandth round.

There are fine springs of very cold water at many of these

temples. One of these is called Benke's spring. It is so named
in honor of a giant who bore that name. He frequented this

mountain in ancient times, and attained great strength by drink-

ing the water of this spring. At one of the temples we can see

his foot-prints in stone. The length of the foot from the heel to

the end of the great toe is two feet; the bottoms of the feet are

covered with mystical figures, which are supposed to be the exact

reproductions of the original. A Japanese woman, who is with

us, says she has heard the Benke stories ever since she was old

enough to understand anything, but she always supposed they

were lies; but now seeing all these things make her feel they

must be true.

We came down from the mountain later than usual this year.

Our baggage came down as it went up, on the heads of women.
A full load for one woman's head is one hundred and fifteen

pounds. These women have cheerful, pleasant faces, and although

one feels inclined to pity them, yet their strong, supple frames,

bright smiles, and contented appearance tend to make one feel

that pity is not needed. Of course they are very ignorant, and
there is a dark side to their lot. If thej'- only had the gospel

BY MRS. S. BKAINARD PKATT.

The very name "Beneficent Church, Providence." sounded
auspicious for tlie eighteenth annual meeting of the Woman's

light in their hearts and homes, their lives might be very happy
ones.

ANNUAL MEETING.
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Board; and the warm welcome of the Rhode Island Branch, the

kindly, royal hospitalities of the ladies of Providence, more than

made good the augury.

It required hot missionary hearts" for many of the ladies to

leave their homes on Tuesday, when the mercury stood from 10°

to 20"^ below zero ; but though the thermometer continued to tell

this cold story, the whole atmosphere of Providence was so warm
with welcome, that everybody thought the weather had moder-

ated.

The white, benevolent-looking church on Bro^id Street is rightly

named, and it seemed to draw by its own attraction the long line

of women who wended their way toward it on the morning of the

13th of January.

At ten o'clock the meeting was called to order b}' the Presi-

dent, Mrs. Albert Bowker ; and when the audience had sung to-

gether, "Be thou, O God, exalted high," they felt that the services

were fairly inaugurated.

The President read the ninty-eighth and one hundredth Psalms,

with appropriate comments, and Mrs. E. W. Clark, of the Wor-
cester Branch, led in the opening prayer. Rhode Island welcomed
the company most cordially, through the president of its Branch,

Mrs. Taylor; and Mrs. Bowker, in her response, made allusion to

Mrs. King, the first president ; also to the two young missionaries,

Dr. Root and Miss Jillson, who have gone from Providence during

the last year.

The annual report was given by Mrs. S. Brainard Pratt, and
the Treasurer's report by Miss Emma Carruth. The latter

showed the total receipts for the year to have been S110,905.94.

A large number of missionaries were present, and, as usual, the

principal interest of the meetings centered in them and their

story.

Miss Cull, from Manisa, said many nationalities were repre-

sented there, though the work of the girls' school is principally

among the Greeks. It is not an isolated work, but an electric

current of communication runs between it and other Greek
schools in Athens, Smyrna, Constantinople, and Broosa.

The women are the hardest class to teach, and they have been
gradually influenced, till now about twenty are genuine Chris-

tians, and they long for help in their spiritual life. The school

is at present under the charge of the Evangelical Alliance, which is

doing a good work in Manisa; but its workers need the help, and
sympathy, and prayers of Christian women in America.

The Hymn, " Hail to the brightness of Zion's glad morning,"
followed Miss Cull's address, and the rest of the forenoon was
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given to Branch reports, commencing with the youngest member
of the family, and proceeding in regular order of age.

In response to an invitation given by Mrs. Taylor, the entire

audience, at the close of the morning session, repaired to Music
Hall, where a bountiful collation was served to the large company.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

The afternoon session opened again with song, and Mrs. J. L.

Hill, of Lynn, Mass., led in prayer. During the session, at different

times, the remainder of the Branch reports were given. All were
of marked excellence, and a summary of each will be given in

the next number. The reports were interspersed with mission-

ary addresses and papers.

A stirring letter was read from Dr. E. K. Alden, Home Secre-

tary of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-

sions, containing a message from Mr. Doane, of Micronesia, and
calling for earnest prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Mrs. Pease, of Micronesia, was the next speaker. She said

she would have the word sacrifice stricken from a Christian's

vocabulary, and privilege substituted.

She assured the audience that it was possible to be very happy
in Micronesia, even though eight thousand miles away from Bos-

ton, and with only one or two mails a year. She gave incidents

of the work on the islands, reading letters from the native helpers

Jeremiah and Thomas. She spoke of the imperative need of

more workers, and closed with an earnest appeal that all would
conscientiously settle the question whether God did not want
them to go. A special prayer for this mission, and for the out-

pouring of the Holy Ghost, was offered by Mrs. H. C. Thompson,
of Boston.

Miss Child, Home Secretary of the Board, read a paper entitled,

" A Worker's Outfit," in which the various needs for the best ser-

vice were symbolically described as a good compass, a strong staff,

a lantern, a pair of glasses, a pair of stout shoes, a good time-piece;

a few kindlings, some fragrant ointment, and a little spice.

A solo, "Watchman, what of the night?" was beautifully sung

by Mrs. Chaffin, and much of the enjoyment of the meetings was
due to the sweet voices in song. Mrs. Chaffin, Mrs. Burbank, Mrs.

Tingley, and Miss Rich, all, at various times, gave great pleasure

by their singing.

Mrs. Bowen, lately from Smyrna, told the story of an old col-

ored woman who, after attending a missionary meeting, said, "If

de fust woman de Lord eber made was able to turn de M^orld up-

side down, I should t'ink all dese women could turn it right side

up again I
" The point was not far to find.
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Mrs. Bowen explained the nature and work of the Evangelical

Alliance, and gave interesting incidents showing the self-sacrific-

ing spirit of some of the native Christians.

WEDNESDAY EVENING.

A. public meeting for both gentlemen and ladies had been kindly-

planned by the Providence workers. Dr. Yose, of the Beneficent

Church, presided, and other pastors of the city took part in the

exercises.

Dr. N. G. Clark, senior Foreign Secretary of the American

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, made an address in

his own warm-hearted way, in which he brought the salutations of

the American Board to its fellow-laborers and helpers unto the

kingdom of God. Dr. Clark gave some of the encouraging items

of progress in the foreign work during the last decade, and said

much of it was wholly due to this work of woman for woman.
Mrs. Dr. Butler, for many years a missionary of the Methodist

Board in India, spoke eloquently and at length of her work in

that land. Rev. Mr. Brown, from Harpoot, spoke very briefly,

owing to the lateness of the hour, and closed the meeting with

prayer.
THURSDAY MORNING.

A still larger audience than the day before was present as the

President again called the meeting to order, and read a few verses

from the seventeenth chapter of John.

Miss Halsey, District Secretary from Xew York, led in the

opening prayer.

A letter of sisterly greeting from the Board of the Interior

was read by Miss Child. Mrs. George Martin brought salutations

and congratulations from the Methodist Episcopal Board. She
gave a very interesting account of Lady Dufiferin's medical work
in India, and closed with an allusion to the temperance work
which is being done in foreign lands through the labors of Mrs.

Leavitt.

Mrs. Bixby, of the "Woman's Baptist Society, brought the love

and Godspeed of this young sister of the Congregational Board

;

and Mrs. Brewster, editress of the Missionaj-y Helper, presented

hearty greetings from the Free-Will Baptist Church. Their

society, she said, was small, but could no more be spared from its

sister organizations, than could Pvhode Island from the States.

A paper on ''Unforeseen Occasions in our Foreign Work.'' was
read by Miss E. Harriet Stanwood, Secretary of the Bureau of

Exchange. The paper dwelt upon the fact, that while planning

for the future development, the certainty of exigencies must be
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considered. Increased pledges for specified work are very desira-

ble, but responsibility does not end here ; there should be money
in reserve for the exigencies which may arise. Hand in hand
with the privilege of opportunity, is the responsibility of these

unforeseen occasions.

Miss Price, from Inanda Seminary, spoke of some of the dis-

couraging features of the work in Africa. Habits of deception and
immorality are deeply seated in the native character ; witchcraft is

firmly believed in ; all cases are not interesting cases
;
many say the

story of the cross is " only a fable." The heart of the missionary

would fail only for Christ's command, Christ's promise, Christ's

presence. It is not all shadow, however, and she gave instances

of true self-sacrifice and devotion among the African Christians.

An able paper by Mrs. S. H. Hayes was entitled, ''The De-

mands of the Age upon Christian Women." Mrs. Hayes reviewed

the developments of the nineteenth century, and the consequent

responsibilities laid upon woman.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

In opening this, the closing meeting, the President gave as a

verse to leave with all, the closing verse in Matthew's Gospel,

*'Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."

The report of the chairman of the Nominating Committee, Mrs.

Taylor, was then presented, and by its adoption, the officers for

the coming year were elected. Mrs. Mason, of Winchendon,

led in a special prayer that grace and wisdom might be given to

all these officers for the duties to which they were called.

Miss Closson, from Cesarea, showed some objects illustrating

the dress and customs of that part of Turkey, some of them dat-

ing back to Bible-times. She reviewed the history of the Talas

Boarding-school, and told of the daily life of the girls there; of

their prayer-meetings, their Sunday-teaching, their village work in

the schools, their faithful efforts for the conversion of their mate's.

Miss Closson closed with a plea to young ladies to be waiting to

hear the Lord's call to them, as an assistant is greatly needed in

carrying on the school.

A paper entitled, "The Other Girls' Work," written by Mrs.

Daniel Lothrop, who was unable to be present, was read, in her

absence, by Mrs. W. E. Jillson, of Providence.

Mrs. S. W. Howland, of Ceylon, spoke of the seventy-five thou-

sand women in Jaffna, which is about the size of Khode Island.

It had been said that every Christian woman was responsible for

carrying the gospel to two hundred heathen women. Mrs. How-
land said if this was so, she accepted her share, and left the bur-

den of the others on the Christian women present.
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She related incidents of the way in which the gospel found its

way into heathen families and villages, and closed by pleading

that her work in Jaffna might be made a subject of earnest, per-

severing prayer.

An earnest, thoughtful paper, entitled "A Call to Young
Ladies," was given by Mrs. L. C. Purington, and listened to with

marked attention.

Mrs. Knapp, of Bitlis, answered various things that were often

said to her: "Are you going back? Why are you going back?
You have done enough, stay and take care of your children. Mis-

sionaries ought not to have children : is not the the trial of leav-

ing them an offset to the pleasure they give ?"

Miss Barrows, from Kobe (supported by the Board of the In-

terior), gave some of the touring experiences of the work in

Japan. Thoughtful questions are often asked the missionaries,

as: " Why does God permit sin?" "Is there any hope for our

friends who have died in heathenism ?
"

Not yet have we reached the state foretold in the hymn,
"Where congregations ne'er break up," and the closing mo-
ments of the meetings had come.

Miss Borden presented hearty and comprehensive resolutions
of thanksgiving to all who had made the meetings so pleasant.

The hymn, "The whole wide world for Jesus," was sung, after
which the closing prayer of consecration was voiced by Mrs.
Chadbourne.

Once more the audience united in singing the doxology, and on
motion of Miss Oilman the meeting adjourned, the Board to con-
vene at New Haven for its next annual meeting.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receipts from Dec. 18, 1885, to Jan. 1, 1886.

Miss Emma Carruth, Treasurer.

MAINE.

Maine Branch. — INIrs. W. S.

Dana, Treas. Portland, Sec-
ond Parish Ch., $66 05

Total,

VERMONT.

$66 05

Vermont Branch.— Mrs. T. M.
Howard, Treas., Thetford,
Aux., of vvh. §10 by Mrs. Har-
ry Brickett, ??20 00

Total,

MASSACHUSETTS.

$20 00

Andoverand Woburn Branch.—
Miss E. F. Wilder, Treas.

Woburn, Aux., of wh. $50
const. L. INI's Miss Grace T.
Spear, Miss Jennie E. Skin-
ner, $100; No. Woburn, Aux.,
i:3; Lowell, Pawtucket Ch.,
Aux,, $42; W. Medford, Aux.,
$10; Wakefield, Aux., $48;
Winchester, Aux., $91; Law-
rence, Trinity Ch., Ladies'
Miss'y Soc'y, of wh. $10 In
Mem. Miss Nettie E. Clark,
$60.43; Burlington, Aux.,
$16.47, $370 90

Franklin Co. Branch. —M\ss
L. A. S p a r h a w k, Treas.
Shelbnrne Falls, Aux., Miss
Lottie E. Goodnow, const. L.
M. lATiss Cora L. Smith,

Hatfield.— In Mem.,
Maynard.— Mrs. Edwin Smith
In Mem. little Amy,

25 00
5 40

2 00
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Boxbiiri/.—Mrs. Edwin Allen, $3 00

Springfield Branch.— Miss H.
T. Buckingham, Treas.
Hope Ch. S. S., 18 00

Suffolk Branch, — Miss M. B.
Child, Treas. Boston, Mt.
Yernon Ch. , Aux. , §34, Shaw-
mut Br. M. C, of wh. $25
const. L. M. Mrs. F. H. Page,
$77, Central Ch,, Aux., §89,
Berkeley St. Ch., Aux., Y. L.
M. C, $10; So. Boston, Phil-
lips Ch., S. S., SlOO; Charles-
town, Winthrop Ch., Aux.,
$120; Roxburv, Immanuel
Ch., Aux., $15.80, Walnut
Ave. Ch,, Aux,, $77.40; Dor-
chester, Second Ch., Aux.,
$118.92 ; Cambridgeport, Pros-
pect St. Ch., Aux,, $93.18;
Cambridge, Union Aux,, of
wh. S150 by North Ave. Ch.,
$174.74 by S h e p a r d Ch,,
$324.74 ; Somerville, Prospect
Hill Ch,, $30; E. Somerville,
Mrs. Henry Howard, $25;
Brighton, Y. L. M. C, §10;
Declham, Aux,, $218; Wal-
pole, Aux,, §45; Hyde Park,
Aux,, S79.60; Franklin, First
Cong. Ch,,Wide-Awakes, $50,
Mary Warfield Miss'y Soc'y,
const. L. M, Miss Mary L.
Daniels, S25, 1,542 64

Wellesley College Christian
Asso., 100 00

West Dennis.—A. Friend, 40
Yarmouth.—A. Friend, 40

Total, $2,067 74

Receipts from January
MAINE.

Maine Branch. — "Mrs. W. S.
Dana, Treas. Farmington,
Golden Rule, $3; Minot,Aux.,
$5; Acton, Aux,, §7,25; Al-
bany, Mrs, H, G. Lovejoy, §5;
Limerick, Ladies of Cong.
Ch., §7; Ladies of Xo. Bridg-
tou, §12; Gorhara, Aux., §50;
Madison, Aux., §5; Water-
ville, Aux., of wh. $9,13 from
S, S., $26,13; Greenville, S,S.,

§3; Bath, Central Cong. Ch.
and Soc'v, §43 ;

Bangor, Aux.,
of wh, §25 from First Ch.,
const. L. M. Mrs. X. H. Har-
riman, §45; Machias, Aux,,
§17.50; Portland, Aux., State

§22.66, §308 54

Eilsrvorth.—Miss L. L. Phelps'
S. S, CI., 10 00

Woodfords.—A Friend, 40

Total, $318 M

RHODE ISLAND.

Bristol.—A Friend, $5 00

Total, $5 00

CONNECTICUT.

Windsor Locks.—A Friend, $4 40

Total, $4 40

NEW YORK.

Albany.—A Friend, $ 40
Bridgewater.—Aux.. 2 58
Cherry Creek.— ISlvs. M. H. Mo-
rian, 4 00

Total, $6 98

PENNSYLVANIA.
Philadelphia. — Mrs, C. D.
How's CI., Bethany Colored
Mission School, §2 50

Total, §2 50

OHIO.

Po?Me?-o?/,—Woman's Board of
AVelsh Cong. Ch., $5 59

Total, $5 59

General Funds, $2,178 26
Morning Star, 1 80
Weekly Pledge, 1 50
Leaflets, 4 98

Total, $2,186 54

1 TO January 18, 1886.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
New HampshireBranch.—Miss
A. E. Mclntire, Treas, Am-
herst, Mass,, C, In Mem. F.
E. C, const. L. M. Miss Fran-
ces E, Chickering, §25; Bath,
Aux., §15; Campton, Aux,,
§30.95; Chichester, Aux.,
§4.50; Concord, Aux., $35,
Wheeler Circle, $75; Exeter,
Aux., §15, Mrs. Augusta Od-
lin, const, L. M. Miss E. A.
Chadwick, $25; Haverhill,
Harvesters, §30; Henniker,
Willing Workers, $30; Nash-
ua, Aux,, §118.83; Plymouth,
Aux., §30, M, C„ $5, $439 28

Frayiklin.—Cong. Ch., 10 00

Total, $449 28

VERMONT.
Vermont Branch.—Mrs. T. M.
Howard, Treas. Danville,
Young Caledonians, $15 ; East
Corinth, Aux., §2; Jamaica,
Sunbeam Band, const. L, M.
Mrs, O. G. Baker, §25 ; Man-
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Chester, Miss'y Workers, S35;
Orange, Aux., $10; West
Glover, Aux., prev. contri.
const. L. M. Mrs. David Ba-
ker, §13; Willianistown, Aux.,
prev. contri. const. L. 31. Miss
Alice Edson, §5; St. Johns-
bury, North Ch., Aux., of \vh.

$5 Thank-Off. and $1 Thank-
Off., C. B. S., $29.08, South
Ch., Aux., of wh. §25 const.
L. M. Mrs. C. F. Morse,$33.25;
Springtield, Aux., $26; W.
Brattleboro, M. C, $21, $214 33

North Tro?/.—A Friend, 1 00

Total, $215 33

MASSACHUSETTS.

Andover and Woburn Branch,
—Miss E. F. Wilder, Treas.
Medford, Aux., $120;W. Med-
ford. Morning Star M. C,
$6.64; Lexington, Aux.,
$10.29, Thank-Off. from a
friend, $5; Lawrence, S. S.

CI., $2; Lowell, Kirk St. Ch.,
$109.94, A Friend, $10, $263 87

Boxford.—A. Iriend, 1 00
Billerica.—An-s.., const. L. M.
Miss A. J. Page, 25 00

Barnstable Branch.— Miss A.
Snow, Treas. Yarmouthport,
Aux., $15.25; Truro, Aux.,
$4, 19 25

Berkshire Branch —Mrs. S. N.
Russell, Treas. Dalton,Young
Ladies' Aux., $W; Pittsfield,

First Ch., Aux., $17.02; Gt.
Harrington, Aux., $90; Lee,
Junior Aux., $133; Williams-
town, In His Name, Aux.,
$98; Hinsdale, Aux., $23.75;
Curtisville, Aux., $8.50; W.
Stockbridge, Aux., $21.75;
Housatonic, Berkshire Work-
ers, $77, 524 02

Dalton.—M\'%. L. F. Crane, 50 00
Essex North Co. Branch. —
Mrs. A. Hammond, Treas.
Bradford Academv, Aux.,
$9.10; Haverhill, North Ch.,
Aux., $o0; Ipswich, First Ch.,
Aux., $50, 109 10

Essex South Co. Branch.—Miss
S. W. Clark, Treas. Glouces-
ter, Aux., 70 00

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss
I. G. Clarke, Treas. North-
ampton , Aux. , First Ch. , div.

,

$117.50, M. C. $100, Edwards'
S. S. primary CI., $15; Had-
ley, M. C, $5, South Hadley,
M. C, $20, 257 50

Medford.—McCoWom M. C, 30 00
Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. E. H.
Warren, Treas. Wellesley,
Aux., $200; Marlboro, M. C,
$1.50, 201 50

Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.—
Mrs. F. Shaw, Treas. Marsh-
field, Aux., $16; Holbrook,
Torch-Bearers,$10 ;Brockton,
Aux., $40; Weymouth and
Braiutree, Aux., $16; Hing-
ham, Aux., of wh, $25 const.
L. M. Mrs. J. O. Sanborn, $37, $119 00

Old Coloyiy Branch. — Miss F.
J. Runnels, Treas. Middle-
boro, Good-Will Soc'y, 125 00

Salisbury.—Union Evangelical
Ch. S. S., 10 00

Springfield Branch.—Miss H.
T. Buckingham, Treas.
Chicopee, Third Ch., Busy
Bees, prev. contri. const. L.
M. Mrs. C. S. Muckland, $28;
Spi-ingfield, First Ch., Aux.,
$40.34, South Ch., Aux.,
$191.30, Junior Aux., $47.25, 306 89

Suffolk Branch. — Miss M. B.
Child, Treas. Boston, A
Friend, 25 cts., Union Ch.,
Aux., $208.45, Shawmut Br.
M. C, $165, Shawmut Ch.,
Y. L. M. C, $165, Central Ch.,
Aux., $5, Mt. Vernon Ch.,
Y. P. Miss'y Soc'y, $183 ; Rox-
bury. Walnut Ave. Ch., Miss'y
Soc'y, $12.15, Immanuel Ch.,
Aux., $5.50, Eliot Ch., Aux.,
of wh. $32 Thank-Off., $42;
M. C's: Olive Branch, $10,
Thompson, $1.50, Ferguson,
$2.37, Mayflowers, $3.66, Eliot
Star, $2.86, Mite-Box, $4;
Dorchester, Second Ch.,Aux.,
Miss Emma Carruth, const.
L. M. 3Iiss Elizabeth D. Al-
len, $25, Airs. AVood's S. S.
CI., $5; Chelsea, Central Ch.,
Children's M. B., $15; Som-
erville, Franklin St. Ch.,
const. L. M. Mrs. Mary A.
Moore, $25;Watertown, Aux.,
$32.50; Brighton and Allston,
Cheerful Workers, const. L.
M. Mrs. C. W. Duncan, $25;
Newton, Aux., $295, Eliot M.
C, $12.50, Mrs. A. C. Warren,
$10; Auburndale, Miss L. M.
Mitchell, $1; Walpole, Aux.,
$3; Dedham, Asvlum Dime
Soc'y, §3; Wellesley Hills,
Aux., $3,# 1,265 74

West Cummington.—A Friend, 40
West Attleboro.—Cong Ch., 3 28
Webster.—First Cong. Ch. and
Soc'y, 34 76

Wendhll.—A Friend, 19
Wayland.—Y. P. M. C, 10 00
Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs.
Chas. A. Lincoln, Treas.
Spencer, Aux., $60, Riverside
Helpers, $10; North Brook-
field, Aux., $17.76; Leomin-
ster, M. B., $20; Ware, Aux.,
$113.65, Y. L. M. S., $30;
Worcester, Plymouth Ch.,
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$79.27, Salem St. Cli., $27,
Union Cli., Aux., $104.25;
"Whitinsville, Aux , of wh.
$50 by Mrs. C. P. "NVhitin,

const. L. M's Miss Lizzie Tav-
sons, .Aliss Minnie Dickinson,
^25 by Mrs. A. L. Wliitin,
const. L. M. Mrs. E. E. Orvis,
$75, $536 93

Total, $3,963 43

COXXECTICUT.

Eastern Conn. Branch.— Miss
M. I. Lock wood, Treas.
Mystic Bridge, Aux., $5.70,
M. B., $10.50; Xortli Stoning-
ton, Aux., $30; Old Lyme,
Aux., $32; New London, First
Ch., S. S. Primary Dept.,
$5.30; Norwich, Broadway
Ch., Aux., $48.32, Second
Ch., Aux., $177.29; Preston,
Aux., $13; Chaplin, Aux.,
$26, Happv Workers, $30;
Jewett City, Aux., $3.50, $381 61

Hai-tford Branch. — Miss A.
Morris, Treas. Berlin, Aux.,
of wh. $25 by Mrs. Clarissa
Wilson, const. L. INI. Mii-s

Florence O. Miller, $98.75,
Golden Ridge M. C, $55;
Bristol, Aux., $3; Ellington,
Earnest Workers, $10; Hart-
ford, Asylum Hill M. B., $40,
Cong. Cii., $244.93, A Friend,
$10, 491 68

Hartford —A Friend, 2 50
New Haven Brujich. — Miss J.
Twining, Treas, Bridgeport,
South Ch., Devvdrops, $104.13,

M. C, $50; Bridgewater,
Aux., $50; Brookfield Centre,
Aux., $2; Canaan, Aux., $15;
Chester, Aux., const. L. M.
Mrs. Clark N. Smith, $25;
Darien, Aux., $30, Busy Bees,
$8.16; Goshen, Buds of Prom-
ise, $30; Kent, Aux., of wh.
$25 bv A Friend, const. L. M.
Miss'^Ella F. Monroe, $40;
Litchfield, Daisy Chain, $120;
Middletovvn, First Ch., Aux,,
$46; Morris, Aux,, $23; New
Britain, South Ch., »Aux,,
$79.2.'i, Standard Bearers,
$•20,36; New Haven. Centre
Ch., Aux., $302.18, Y.L.M,C.,
$20; Fair Haven, First Ch.,

Aux,, $128.7.=) ; Norfolk, Y, L.

M. B., $60; Northford, Aux.,
$51.80; Norwalk, Aux., $100;

Salisburv, Aux., $28.75; Sher-
man, Aux,, $22; Southport,

S S.,$30; Washington, Aux,,

$43 ;
WalHngford,Aux., $21.09

;

Waterburv, First Ch., Aux.,
$.=0; West Torrington, Aux..
$43.70, 1,544 1 7

Old Lyme.—Con^. Ch., § 18
Salisbury.—S. S., $7.50, Mrs.
Clark's CI., $7.50, Miss Rora-
back's CI.. $7.50, Mr. Harvey's
CI., $7.50, 30 GO

Total, $2,450 77

NEW YORK.

New York State Branch.—Mrs.
G. H. Norton, Treas. Ant-
werp, Aux., $30; Smyrna,
Aux., $40; West Bloomfield,
Ganundaak M. C, $20; Sche-
nectady, Aux., $5; Brooklyn,
Tompkins Ave. Ch., Aux.,
$80, Puritan Ch., Aux., $32;
Rochester, Mt. Hor Miss'y
Friends, $10; Albany, Morn-

- ing Star M, C, $10;'Oswego,
Aux,

, $40 ;
Canandaigua,

Aux,, $40, $307 00
Br ockport .—Mrs. Mary J,
Holmes, 40 00

Millville.—A. Friend, 20

Total, $347 20

NEW JERSEY.

Orange Valley.—XYxiQnA, $ 10

Total, $ 10

NEW MEXICO.

Albuquerque.—Mrs. L. A. Col-
lings, $4 40

Total, $4 40

OHIO.

CooZfWZe.—Friends, for Morn-
ing Star, $3 00

Total, $3 00

IOWA.

Nashua.—A. Friend, $ 20

Total, $ 20

TEXAS.

Greenville.—A Friend, $ 10

Total, $ 10

General Funds,
Weekly Pledge,
Leaflets,

Total,

$7,752 75
5 84

74 58

$7,833 17

MISS Harriet W. IVIay,
Ass't Treas.



INDIA.

THE WORK IN THE MARATHA MISSION.

BY MIJS. CHARLES HARDIXG.

We wish some of the home friends could hear the gentle rain

that is falling to-night and cheering our hearts, after weeks of

drought and anxiety. We have feared another famine, and after

having been through the terrible one of 1877, '78, and '79, when it

was thought that about half the population in and about Sliolapur

died, you can imagine how grateful we feel to-night for the pre-

cious rain. Is it a token of spiritual showers, as well? We have

been praying for the rain of the Holy Spirit.

This afternoon we have had a very interesting service in our

mission chapel. A young man was baptized in whom we are

especially interested. Let me go back and tell you a little of his

history. His village, Kumbhari, is only six miles away to the

eastward. During the last famine Mr. Harding often went there

to carry relief-money that had been sent in. Some still remember
this with gratitude. Our native pastor came from this village.

For a long time there had been no conversions there. Our hearts

were filled with anxiety for those who had so often heard tlie

truth but were still hardened. Last January we took our tents

and lived near the village some days, daily conversing with the

people, and working among them. Mr. Harding had his little

organ, and often used it in his preaching-services very acceptably

to the people.

We were cheered while there by seeing one young woman come
forward for baptism. We were all very much interested in her, as

she had been here in Sholapur for medical aid, and had stayed

meanwhile in our yard, attending daily my noon prayer-meeting.

During the baptismal service she was very timid, so I stood up
with her while she received the rite. Her husband gave his per-

mission for her baptism willingly, but after the service he pre-

tended he knew nothing about it, although Mr. Harding and the

native pastor both went to him at different times and asked his

consent. He seemed at times more like a wild beast than like any
human being, and told his poor young wife to leave her home.

She ran away in terror to our tents. Whenever she would hear

his voice near she would run and crawl under one of the chil-

(105)
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dren's beds. You can imagine how tenderly we felt for this poor
lamb. Two or three times slie was taken back to her husband

;

but each time she found her way to us again, for her cruel hus-

band would have nothing to do with her. She is about fifteen or

sixteen years of age. Just now she is in her father's home, ten miles

away— a heathen home, of course, and our hearts go out in sympa-
thy to her. She says she is going to try once more to go to her

husband. If he refuses to receive her, I think she will come to

us again. We are all very fond of her, and long to shield her from
the evil about her. She is quick at learning Bible verses, and we
improve every opportunity to help her learn to read. Her hus-

band says she must go through a process of purification before

she can come to live in his house again, because she has been bap-

tized; but she very firmly says she will yield to nothing of the

kind. Pray for her, that she may endure unto the end. Last week
we went to see her in her village home. She seems very firm,

but is shy of saying much to us before her heathen friends. Nor
can we wonder! The Lord will care for her; we feel sure of

this.

The young man, Sutwa, is a cousin of this young woman,
Blagubai. He seemed very bitter at the time of her baptism, but

was even then more interested than we supposed. Mr. Harding's

singing and playing had impressed him much. He told us a

few days ago that it seemed to take him up to heaven. A few
weeks ago one of our preachers went to his village and stayed a few

days. His words deepened the impression. While he was there

a Hindu festival took place, during which, one evening, Sutwa
went to hear one of their sacred books read. Its vile language

disgusted him. He felt how superior was the Christians' Bible to

the Shastras. He could not eat; he could not sleep. One night,

while half awake, he heard another man, lying near him, say in his

sleep, ''That's true! that's true!" He felt that the words were

intended for him. He came the next day, six miles away to* us,

and stayed with the native pastor. While here he made great pro-

gress.

After the Sabbath he returned to his duties. He had much to

endure from his friends. They abused him in many ways, but he

was firm. The next Sabbath we appointed a time for his baptism,

as he wished it, in his own village.

The pastor and a number of teachers went from here after the

morning Sabbath-school. Mr. Harding and I went a little later.

As soon as we arrived the people understood what was going to

happen. In about five minutes the older brother of Sutwa came
running toward him as he was sitting among the Christians, and.



THE WORK IX THE MARATHA MISSION. 107

"beating hiin, dragged him away. Others joined in, and the

mother came a little later, and began to strike him in the face. Oh,

such abusive language as they hurled at the poor son and brother,

and, indeed, at us all! It did us no harm, only we felt keenly for

the young man. Would he endure amid all this insult and abuse?

We kept praying for him in our hearts. We could not think of

having any service there, much less any baptism. It seemed for a

time as if the inmates of the lower regions had been let loose, and

Christ and his cause were suffering at their hands. We came
liome sad at heart. A long, weary ride of six miles it was! The
pastor and teachers felt all this deeply, for they had been much
interested in Sutwa. Much prayer went up to God that right

might prevail in that little village— that the young man might be

kept from all harm, and remain steadfast, too.

On Tuesday we heard that Sutwa was safe, and was holding

firmly on his way. In the afternoon he came himself. We were
all delighted to see him. He seemed bright and cheerful, ?nd
firmer than ever. How grateful we were ! Truly God is true to

his promise "Ask, and ye shall receive." To-day he came again;

and for what, think you? To be baptized ; and you may be sure

we did not refuse him. Xo, indeed! but a very impressive service

we had this afternoon, as Mr. Harding administered the rite, at

the pastor's request, and then gave a simple talk on the words,

"Follow me." The young man looked so happy it did us all

good to look at him. To-morrow he is going back home again,

and to his work. He will meet with opposition, but we are bear-

ing him on our hearts. He is the Lord's own, and he will keep
him safe under his wings. I believe his mother and brothers will

come out too. The people in his village have sent us word not to

come to th3m any more; but we shall go, after a while. We hope
this is only the beginning of good things for this place.

September 22d. To-day I can add a few words about the young
man, Sutwa. He came again last Saturday evening, to spend the

Sabbath with us. He appears very well,—bright and cheerful all

the time. On first going home after his baptism he had to endure
trials, as we expected. His friends would not allow him to come
home, nor would the people of his caste allow him to sit with
them in their public rest-houses; but he was brave and hopeful
through it all. When his home friends would not give him any
food, he asked it from those who knew him in the town. And
the mother's heart is already softened. She not only gives him
food, but allows him to come home ; and he says he believes his

mother will follow him soon in serving the Lord ! Surely this is

the Lord's work. "Blessed are all they that put their trust in

him."
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AFRICA.

TIDINGS FROM THE WEST CENTRAL MISSION.

BY MRS. STOVER.

Bailunda, Oct. 26, 1885.

Dear Friends of the Interior: My greeting, if sent this

month, must be hastily prepared, for the mail starts for the coast

to-morrow. Our mail is monthly being sent by two men, two
hundred miles to Benguella. They go early enough in one month
to meet the steamer which arrives the first of the following month,
and bring back its mail. Our monthly letters are two months old

when they reach us—but new to us, of course.

As you know, we sailed frorn Boston June 6th. "We reached

Benguella August 3d, three days earlier than we had anticipated,

havnig had a quick, prosperous journey all the way. At Ben-

guella we were delayed a little more than six weeks.

Mr. Sanders had been greatly troubled because he could not

get the porters started as early as he wished, but it proved provi-

dential. Both my husband and little daughter were ill, and could

not have traveled. If the porters had come when we expected

them, we could not have held them so long ; but the all-wise Father

planned it all for us. Finally, September 17th, we were glad

enough to turn our backs upon Benguella.

September 29th, thirteen days after vre took up our march, we-

sighted the old home among the hills, from whence -we were so

rudely torn fifteen months before. How can I describe the feel-

ings with which we once more entered Bailunda! If any of you
have ever had a home which was in every sense a home, and lost

it, with little or no hope of seeing it again, and then have had it

restored—you can understand our feelings.

And now that we are settled once more, going on in the old

routine,— struggling with the language, the people coming mid
going,— but for the great joy and gratitude which fills our hearts

for the wonderful kindness which brings us back to our much-

loved work and people, we could not realize that we had been

away. It seems like a dream. And yet, so much has come to us

during these months, I feel like making a thank-offering to the

Lord. " Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have will 1

give unto thee."

Our dear Mr. and Mrs. Sanders were here to welcome us.

They have been "holding the fort" alone, most wonderfully sus-

tained and helped of God. The people were glad to see us, yet

seemed a little shy at first as to how we would receive them.
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Many of the men are evidently much ashamed of their treatmeirt

of us. The children were all rejoiced, some saying, "We thought

you never were coming." Presents of chickens, eggs, etc., have

been coming in. One old woman was very profuse in her greet-

ings—said she had no beer or chickens, but had brought some
eggs to sell. It is hard for them to understand us. When Mr.

and Mrs. Sanders came back here they heard them saying: " What
kind of people are these? They are neither afraid of us, nor

angry." Poor souls! we trust they will some day understand the

motive which brought us here.

We have most of the children about us who used to work for

us, and some new ones. Our dear boy, Cato, of whom you have

heard, is even more faithful, if possible, growing more helpful as

the days go by. Mrs. Sanders says she does not know what she

would have done without him. There is neither a lazy nor selfish

hair in his head. We who know him realize his worth. Mr.

Sanders says he knows no one who lives up to the light he has

better than Cato. We look for his soul as one of the first fruits.

Oh, you cannot tell how anxiously we are awaiting the in-gather-

ing of souls in this community!
King Kwikwi is at his capital. I have not seen him as yet.

My husband says he is much changed—scarcely looks like the

same man. His war was a failure this year. His trouble with
us, and on our account, all tell upon him, and he has been afraid

his people would take his life, because he failed in his plundering

expedition. "Uneasy rests the royal head," and African royalty

is no exceptioUo

And now we are longing for more helpers, and especially for an
unmarried lady to take up the work among the women and girls.

Already the women are saying, "You do not care for us
;
you

want only the men and boys." This is just what we wish to

avoid; but the women, being the farmers, are not at liberty to

come to us as the men and boys do. We ladies do all in our

power for them, but they need some one who is free to give them
her whole time. God speed the day when the right one may be

sent. We have the promise of reinforcements another year

—

among them a physician. We are very busy. Many stitches

must be taken to make a home habitable in this wilderness.

Our little Helen is well and happy m her out-door life.

One thing I wish to notice: there was some fear on the part

of our friends lest we should suffer from the rains during our
land journey, as we were to leave the coast so late in the season.

They usually begin early in September, but all the way we had
not a drop of rain. When we were within seven miles of Chi-
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lume it began to thunder. That night there were a few drops, and
before the week ended the showers came. Is it not wonderful
how the Lord helps and cares for the little ones ?

TURKEY.

A WORD FROM HADJIN.

A very interesting letter from Mrs. Coflang, for which we have not space,
will be found in Mission Studies" for March. After describing the difficul-

ties of housekeeping there,— as they have to send to Marash for raisins (used,
when stewed, as a sauce with bread) ; to Jekmes for rice, dried squash, egg-
plant, starch, shoes, gingham, etc; to Antioch for soap; to Adana for sugar
and petroleum; to Sis for butter; to Lai-pus, four days' distance, for honey;
to Gurumse for nuts and white beans; to the United States for lamps and
chimneys; a task requiring plans and messages months in advance, — she
writes about the school, recently opened, as follows: —

Nov. 24, 1885.

Our new girls have come, requiring care from the teachers in

every part of their dress and person. Some are surprised to find a
bath-room, the common or the open spring having been their

usual pLice for bathing. Of our twenty-seven boarders, only two
are Christians, and of tlie ten day-scholars, only one. Of last

year's Christian girls, four are teaching, one is the wife of a native

pastor, and six undergraduates are also teaching, who are to re-

turn next year. Four are married. So we have thirty-four girls

in school who are not Christians, and it is just this that makes me
write to you of them. Oh pray for us and them ! It is a heavy
responsibility. Our Father has for a time given them to our care.

But the responsibility is not all ours. You who send us here, you
who keep this school open, are responsible also. And I know you
would not have it otherwise. It is good to work for such a Mas-
ter as ours, and I only regret that I could not before this, let you
know what was needed. Take the burden to him at once. Pray
earnestly that we may have his Spirit with us now, and that these

girls may be led to him at once.

MESSAGES FROM ABROAD.

The Constantinople Home was visited during the past year by two ladies

from our Board, one of whom writes:

—

This is the most homelike spot we have found since we left

Chicago,— a true Christian home, with Miss Patrick, Miss Clara

Hamlin, and other teachers in charge. It is in every respect a

beautiful institution. The buildings, the grounds, the command-
ing site, the corps of teachers, each well fitted to carry on her own
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department, and, above all, the pupils of many nationalities, but

Jmpressing one as eager for instruction, bright, intelligent, and

obedient,— what more hopeful work could one engage in than

teaching in such a center?

Mrs. Bridgman, recently from Africa, writes:—

Our little church at Umzumbi is very, very dear; and I think

many churches in Christian lands might learn profitable lessons

from its example of faith and courage in making strict and em-

phatic separation from the customs of worldly people by whom
they are surrounded. It is always a pleasure to tell of their faith

and patience, and of the blessings which have been added to

them.

Mr. Bridgman, having recently returned to liis little flock, writes as fol-

lows of the welcome he received the first Sunday after his arrival ;
—

Nov. 3, 1885.

Sabbath before last was a grand turnout more to do honor to

the "Bishop of Umzumbi" than to the King of kings, I am
afraid. However, the house was packed full.

A man came running to me just before I went in, and said:

"What shall we do? The house will not hold the people." I

said: "Never mind; jam them in." But, really, when I entered,

the elaborate pulpit (a small deal table) was so surrounded by
dusky little heads and feet that I had no standing-ground from
which to let off my sermon ; so I had to grab three or four urchins,

pull them out, and seat them elsewhere, as it would not do to

have " Hamlet" with Hamlet left out.

Well, it was a suffocating time. But all looked radiant; heads

were as thick as clover-blossoms in a new field of clover, only

these had black heads and white eyes.

The fig-leaves were many ; the clothed, few in comparison.

I told them that if they would come like this every Sabbath I

should think they did well, and had begun to serve the Creator;

but if they dropped off, and did not turn out every Sabbath, I

should think they had come to worship the creature more than

the Creator, and that would be very bad. However, I did not say

that it was not pleasant to see them want to have the Umfundisi

back again.

Interesting details of the work at the Umzumbi Home will be found in the

following extract from Miss Gilson's letter, Nov. 7, 1885: —
School closed more than two weeks ago. The girls have been

more easily managed, and have worked more earnestly than last

term, and we hope some of their hearts are really changed.

At the closing exercise I did pray earnestly that some good
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might be accomplished through the repetition of so many precious

Bible texts. If the girls would only put in practice in their daily

lives the motto which they put on the wall, " All for Jesus!"

Saturday I invited the thirteen little children in the kinder-

garten class to come to the Home. .1 told them I would ring the

bell when I was ready for them ; but half an hour before I intended

to call them, all but two were there, each one bringing a bunch of

lovely wild flowers. They repeated Bible verses, sang their exer-

cise songs, recited several pieces of poetry, and then I told them a

simple story, which was interpreted for the very little ones. I

had kept all the cards they had pricked and worked, and that

afternoon each little girl could choose one of her own to take

home. Mrs. Harris gave me some cards, and Miss Welch donated

sweets. Their black eyes sparkled as each one received a card, a

paper of sweets, and an orange.

I cannot tell you what a delight that class has been to me
through the whole term, or how heartily I have thanked God for

the privilege of opening up these fresh, bright little minds. They
have the most implicit confidence in me, and are ready to do
anything I tell them.

They confirm a theory I have long held, that little children have

a power to grasp spiritual truth far beyond their ability to under-

stand other things. Why should they not have, fresh as their

souls are from God ?

And now we read of a wonderful revival in the little church at Umzumbi.
See Missionary Herald for February.

YOUNG LADIES' WORK.

The plan of work for the juniors has already been sent out,

accompanied by a pledge-card and a letter to nearly every one of

the two hundred and fifty-four societies. The young ladies of

Union Park Church, Chicago, have ^^he honor of sending in the

first i»)ledge— $200. The estimates require the sum of $8,500. We
give the items below, and the closing words of the message sent

by their committee to every one of the junior societies :
—

Mexico . . . Miss Haskins $600 00

Micronesia . Miss Fletcher .3«0 00

New Missionary 300 00

Japan . . . Mrs. Gulick 625 00

Native teacher 25 00

School-building at Kobe 1,000 00

China . . . Miss Murdock 475 00

Teacher 83 00

Assistant, gate-keeper, etc 135 00

Woman's class 50 00
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New Dispensary $700 00

India . . . Boarding-School,

Mana Madura 250 GO

Village schools:—

Battalagundu $78 7*

Dindigul 92 08

Mandapasalai 97 65

Pasumalai 9 45

Periakulam ' 108 47

Palani 43 89

Tirumangalam 90 72

Tirupuvanam 42 00
815 01

Turkey 687 90

Spain . . . San Sebastian 1,000 00

Africa . . Miss Gilsen 450 00

Xew missionary outfit, traveling expenses and,

salary, 750 00

General Fund 504 09

§8,500 00

Dear Junior Societies: Tlie responsibility of tliis work must

rest with you; but over against responsibility lies reward : a re-

ward so lasting, so far-reaching, that it makes all burdens light.

Take for your rallying-cry of 1886, O true-hearted army of

workers, the words of the prophet of the Lord as he put his hand

to the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, " The God of heaven

he will prosper us; therefore we will arise and build."

Mrs. George M. Clark,
Chairman Young Ladies' Committee.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

"Dora Turner's Letters," for the juniors, and "General
Fund," two papers which were heard with great interest at the

annual meeting in St. Louis, are now ready for purchasers. Price

2 cents each, or 15 cents a dozen.

A FRIEND sends us the following interesting item : Col. Denby.
TJ. S. Minister to China, appointed by President Cleveland, and
who is an Episcopalian, invited all the American residents in

Peking to dinner on Thanksgiving Day. Preceding tlie dinner,

public service was held in the drawing-room of the Legation, with

a sermon by Dr. Blodgett, of the American Board of Missions.

Thirty-three were present, all of whom were missionaries except-

ing those connected with the Legation.
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STUDIES IN MISSIONARY HISTORY.

1886.

EASTERN TURKEY MISSION.

No. 2. 1870-1885.

Missionaries. Dr. William's work; Decease. Death of Mrs.
Andrus.

Woman^s Work. What unmarried ladies went to this mission
during the years 1867—1885, inclusive?

Erzroom Boarding-school. Description
;
Pupils and Graduates.

See 17th Annual Report of the Woman's Board of Missions of the
Interior. Reports of the American Board, 1873-75.

Miss Van Buzee's Work Among the Women.
Erzroom Field. Interest at the out-stations, 1872-73. Did the

War of 1877 seriously affect the Work? Relief Work; Miss Nich-
olson's Death. Blessing of the Armenian Bishop; Mohamme-
dans interested.

Bitlis. Revival 1871-72.

Van Occupied. Situation ; Needs of Surrounding Field ; Yan
and Bitlis united; Progress 1874; Religious interest. At how
many points in Yan were meetings held in 1877, the year of the
war ? Outrages from the Koords.

Work of the Misses Ely : School for Girls ; Revival ; Conversions.

Mardin: Female Seminary; Congregation overflowing; Arab
Girls; ''Running after the truth." See Annual Reports of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 1877 and
1878.

Trebizond. How did the "ill wind" of war ''blow good" to

this place? When re-occupied?

Harpoot Field. Laborers furnished for other places; Revived
interest in 1872 at Harpoot, Haboosi, Hoglii, Shukhaji; Quicken-
ing, 1876. "What Shall I Do to be Saved?" 1882. Giving; Affected
by Earthquakes— by the War. Armenia College.

Harpoot Female Seminary. How many pupils in 1874 ? What
increase in 1877? " I never saw a better examination anywhere."

Famine. Relief; " There are fewer people in the Country."

Present State of the Field. Persecution still; "Fear not, for I

have found Christ." Graduates from Seminary ; ]3ible-work ; Chris-
tian Giving; Schools at Yan and Bitlis.

Helps to the study of this lesson will be found in the Annual
Reports of the American Board, and of the Woman's Boards; also
in the Missionary Herald. See also interesting letters in back
numbers of Life and Light, from Misses Seymour and Bush, Miss
Yan Duzee, the Misses Ely, Miss Patrick, Mrs. Wheeler and
others.
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RECEIPTS OF THE WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS
OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Treasukek.

From December 18, 1885, to January 18, 1S8G.

ILLINOIS.

Illinois Branch.—Mrs. "W, A.
Talcott, of Rockfor(l,Treas.
Champaign, 10; Chebanse,
Miss M. Emma Schrader, to
const, self L. M., 25; Chicago,
M. E. P., sale of canai v bird,

1; First Ch., Mrs. Ruth A. H.
Cook, to const. L. M. Miss
Maria P. Noves. 25; Bethany
Ch., 3.14; Crete, Mrs. E. M'.

Porter, 1.34; Doivners Grove,
2.40; Galesburg, First Ch.
of Christ, 37.50; Galva,
27; Granville. 13; Geneseo,
51.20; Jifoline,U ; Oak Park,
52,06; Onarqa, Second Ch.,
4.20; Bockford, Second Ch.,
Mrs. A. M. Brown, 100; Sec-
ond Ch.,Aux., 18; Sycamore,
10; IFaver/?/, 14.50; Wilmette,
16.77, S426 11

Junior.— Chicago, Plvmouth
Ch., Y. Peo. Soc, 90.58; Xew
Eng. Ch., Y. L. Soc, 42.60;
Dover, Y. L. Soc, 25; Gran-
ville, Y. Peo. Soc, 19; Pay-
S071, Cheerful Workers, 12;
Port Byron, Golden Rule
Club, 3.90; Rockford, First
Ch., Y. L. Soc, 19.75; Still-
man Valley, Y. Peo. Soc.

Juvenile.— C/ie 6 anse, Tiny
Dewdrops, 2.15; Chicago,
Western Ave., Star Soc, 3;
Galesburg, l\Y\c'k. Ch., ^Mission
Band, 10; Geneva, Morning
Star Band, 7; Geneseo, Busy-
Workers, 20; Keivanee, Coral
Workers, 30 ; Maiden, Birth-
day Band, lo. 70; Xew Wind-
sor, Buds of Promise, 27;
Wataga, Busy Gleaners, 25;

221 73

Total,

INDIANA.

Elkhart, Mrs. E. J. Ames,

Total,

134 85

§782 69

§5 00

$5 CO

Iowa Branch. — Mrs. E. R.
Potter, of Grinnell, Treas.

Farragut, 20; Glenn ood, 8;
loica City, 13; A'eoAu/., Aux.,
20; anonvmous, 5; Montour,
10.17; Monticello, UM); New-
ton, 10; Tabor, 33; Webster,
4.50, $135 17

JUNioR.— Clay,

a

; GHnnellM\s-
sion Gleaners, 3.87; Hastings,
Y. Peo. Mis. Soc, 14.50; Ma-
rengo. Miss Bertha Pearse,
20 cts., 23 57

Juvenile.— Cre si o?i, Coral
Workers,

Total,

MICHIGAN.

6 50

$165 24

Michigan Branch. — Mrs.
Charles E. Fox, of Detroit,
Treas. Ann Arbor, of wh.
2.50 is special, 26.11 ; Char-
lotte, 47 91; Chelsea, 24; De-
iroie,FirstCh., 104.50: Wood-
ward Ave. Ch.,5; Galesburg,
30; Grand Rapids, First Ch.,
88.60; Greenville, ot wh. 25 to
const. Miss Jane Close. L. M.,
28.41 ;

Memphis, 5 ; Muskegon,
Mrs. F. B. Peck, 5; Olivet,
33.21; Pontiac, 7.15; Sa7ul-
stone, 4 25; Stanton, 14;
Tawas City, 1.50; Tyrone, 13;
re?-mo/i/i-«7/e, 11.50, $449 14

Jvsiou.—Detroit, First Ch., of
wh. 75 to const. L. M. Miss
M. Miller. ^SIiss Fay Henrv,
and Mrs. F. H. Blackman, 93;
Detroit, Woodward Ave. Ch.,
Y. L. Mis. Soc, 116; Green-
ville, 12.8.i, 221 85

Juvenile.— £'ss<'.ri-?77e. :m. S.
M. Band, 2.64; Grand Rapids.
So. Ch., Sunbeam Band, 2.60;
Greenville, M. S. M. Band, 5;
Sandstone, Children's Band,
5.56; So. Haven, S. S. Mission
Bank, 6.20, 22 00

Total,

MINNESOTA.

$692 99

Minnesota Branch.— IMrs. E.
M. Williams, of Xorthfield,
Treas. Austin.23.67 ; Minne-
apolis, First Ch., 30; 3Irs. A.
N. Carpenter, 5; Xorthfield,
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67.77; <)watonyia,Q.^\ ;
Spring

Valley, 3.90; Wabasha, Mrs.
Lincoln, thank-offering, 5;
Zumbrota, 22.05, $285 90

Juyiou.—Eden, Y. L, Mis. Soc,
9; Mimieapolis, Plymouth
Ch., Y. L. Soc, 18.20; NoHh-
fielcl, Carlton College, Aux.,
62.70, 89 90

J)TV EXILE.— Benson, S. S. , 3.70

;

Fairmont, S. S., 6; Minne-
apolis, First Ch,, Earnest
Workers, 25, S. S., 57.63; Tri-
umph, S. S., 4, 96 33

Total,

MISSOURI.

S472 13

Missouri Branch.— Mrs. J.H.
Drew, 3101 "Washington Ave.,
St. Louis, Treas. Carthage,
25; Kansas City, First Cong.
Church, 45; Neosho, 3.15;
Windsor, 4; thank-offering,
3.51, $80 66

Junior.— Amity, Jewels, to
const. Misses Nellie and May
Brown L. M's., 50; for the
Minnie Brown Institute, 7.32; 57 32

Juvenile.— Kansas City,
Cheerful Givers of Clyde Ch.,
8. 8 00

$145 98

NEBRASKA.

Wells, Glenwood Union S. S.,

for Morning Star Mission,
proceeds of foreign mission-
ary corn, $7 20

Total,

OHIO.

$7 20

Ohio Branch. —Mrs. Geo. H.
Ely, of Elyria, Treas. Elyria,
22.65; Gambier, Mrs. Sawer,
5; Hudson. 12; Mansfield,
11.85; Oberlin,&Q; Springfield,
18; Steuben, 8, $137 50

Juvenile.— Bellevue,'Lo6k Up
Legion, 25; Cleveland, First
Ch., Bovs' and Girls* Mis.
Band, 6.20; Horwalk, S. S.,

5; Tallmadge, Cheerful
Workers, 51.31 ; Unionville,
S. S., 3.71, 91 22

$228 72

28 35Less expenses.

Total. $;200 37

Omission.— Januaiy Life and
Light, pa<re 35, Ativater, Y.
L., 20, which amount was in-

cluded in total.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Guy^s Mill, Juvenile, $10 00

Total, §10 00

SOUTH DAKOTA BRANCH.

Mrs. F. D. Wilder, of Huron,
Treas. I>eadu-ood,9.S0; Sioux
Falls, 30; Ya7ikton, iO cts., $40 20

Total, $40 20

TEXAS.

Dallas, 10, $10 00

Total, $10 00

WISCONSIN.

Wisconsin Branch.— Mrs. R.
Coburn , ofWhitewater.Treas.
Arena, 3.50; Boscobel, 3;
Beloit, First Ch., 22.12; Sec-
ond Cli., 17.37; British Hol-
low, Mrs. E. L. Davies, birth-
day gift, 5.25; Mary Dun-
stone's birthdavgift,i ; Fond
du Lac. 15; Madison, 21.90;
Nexv Lisbon, 50 ;

i^acine, 19.50

;

Sparta, 5.50; Waupun, 10;
Waukesha, 29.12; White-
water, 1, $154 76

Junior.— Arena, Y. L., 1.84;

Green Bay, S. S., 35; Nexu
Lisbon, Y. L., 4.23; Ripon,
College Society, 2, 43 07

Juvenile. — British Hollow,
S. S. birthday box, 1.55; Gol-
den Text Mission Band, 4.75;
Peshtigo, Harbor S. S., 4.54; 10 84

Morning Star Mission. —
Arena, Willing Workers, 1;
British Hollow, 45 cts. ; Clin-
ton, S. S., 5; Green Bay, 14;
New Lisbon, Z^; Eau Claire,
Cheerful Givers, 4.30, 25 05

$233 72
14 67Less expenses,

Total,

miscellaneous.

$219 05

Sale of "Coan's Life," 1; of
" The Orient," etc., 2 ; of mit-
tens, 35 cts.; of leaflets, 7.91;

of envelopes, 3.52; of certifi-

cate, Syracuse, N. Y., 10 cts., $14.88

Total, $14 88

Receipts for month, $2,765 73
Previously acknowledged, 2,327 59

Total, since Oct. 29, 1885, $5,093 32
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OUR DECEMBER MEETING.

The very souud of the word ''December" still suggests the

childhood associations of

Dreary-voiced elements,

The shrieking of the mindless wind,

The moaning tree-boughs, swaying blind;

And on the glass the unmeaning beat

Of ghostly finger-tips of sleet."

But the veriest New Englander would look in vain for the ti'adi-

tional December, upon our smiling coast. Last Wednesday, in

Oakland, rose brighter, lovelier, and warmer than many an East-

ern May-day. Gardens full of flowers beamed upon us— roses,

heliotrope— missionaries all. Open doors and windows every-

where, instead of double-windows and weather-strips. "Who

would not live in California? We pity all who cannot, but

especially those who cannot live in any part of America. Those
who cannot are few. Those who do not are many. We heard

from some of these, voluntarily exiled for Christ's sake, at our

missionary meeting, December 1st, in the First Congregational

Church, Oakland ; Mrs. W. C. Pond presided.

TUEKEY.

After the opening exercises, we had first a letter from our Mrs.

Baldwin of Broussa, Turkey, read by Mrs. Dwinell. She writes

delightfully of her vacation experiences, and of her hopes and
plans for the next term. She says of the school: The girls love

it, the natives prize it, and our missionary friends have tried in

various ways to help us. So, I hope to have only good news for

you in the future."

(IIT)
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MICRONESIA.

Our next news from a far country was contained in tlie journal

letters from Mr. and Mrs. Logan, of Micronesia, read by Mrs.

Brewer. Few are so completely exiled as they— left by the Jen-

nie Walker, in November, 1884, the only white people upon the

island of Ruk, surrounded by a strange, naked, heathen jDcople,

Missionary work on another island of the Mortlock group had
acquainted Mr. and Mrs. Logan with the language, and had pro-

vided books in their own tongue, ready for the Ruk natives.

They proved to be a kind-hearted, tractable, teachable race. The
record of a year's work among them shows that much progress has

already been made. Sickness overtook the brave missionary

workers; all three of the little group were prostrated at different

times. The only foreign callers of the year came on board a trad-

ing schooner, which also brought them their yearly mail.

JAPAN.

We heard from three workers in Japan. Mrs. Pond read a very

interesting letter from Miss Gunnison, and Mrs. Savage read

extracts from private letters received by Mrs. Jewett, from Miss

Daughaday and Miss Hooper. Miss Daughaday of Osaka writes :

"How I wish you could see our school! We have now more than

eighty scholars. If you could attend our prayer- meetings you
would feel pleased and encouraged to observe the reverence and

deep earnestness of their manner. One pupil, an officer's daugh-

ter, has very recently become a Christian. I have just returned

from a visit to a sacred waterfall, to which I was accompanied by
Miss Gunnison, who has been spending a few days with us.

Already we love her very much, and thank the Lord for sending

her to us." Miss Hooper writes, to our great joy, of the re-open-

ing of the Kioto school. After our ten years of work there,

through Miss Starkweather, how could we bear to think of it as

closed ! Miss Clarkson and Miss Hooper are to have charge of the

school
;
perhaps Miss Gunnison will be there, too. The new term

opens with twenty-four boarders and twelve day-scholars. "We-
were all so glad to welcome Miss Gunnison into the mission work
in Japan. She has begun studying and teaching already, and will

soon, doubtless, become one of our tried and valued workers.

Our work in Kioto this year is an experiment, and we begin it

again, hoping for the best. We feel the need of your earnest

prayers in its behalf."

WELCOME PHOTOGRAPHS.

Our collection of missionary pictures is enriched by the arrival

of three photographs from Mrs. Gulick of Spain, which were
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exliibited at our meeting. One, a group of eleven pastors and

Christian teachers in Spain: Mrs. Gullick, Senors Tienda, Mar-

tinez, Ararijo, Mayorga, Digon, Saenz, Serrano, Marques, Exi-

merio, Mate. Another group represents the school-girls, thirty

in number, with Mrs. Gulick and Miss Richards in their midst.

Such bright, attractive faces form a picture which would be wel-

come anywhere, but especially to us; for, do they not belong to

our girls, and our missionaries? The third group contains but

three faces— the graduating class of 1885 : Josefa Achaval, born

in Mexico, who goes to Madrid to teach; Heriberta Santana de

Lara, already teaching in Zaragoza; Delfina Rodriguez, who is

soon to be married to an earnest Christian young man.

OUR APPROPEIATIOXS.

The following schedule of work was adopted for the present

year:

—

Appropriations for W. B. M. P., 1885—'86:—

Zulu Mission—Salary of Mrs. Holbrook $450 00

Western Turkey Mission — Broosa: Salary of Mrs. Baldwin, $396;

girls' boarding-school aid, §330; teachers, $264; service, $193.60, 1,183 60

Japan Mission—Salary of Miss Gunnison 650 00

Micronesian Mission—Expenses of Jlorning Star 500 00

Spain (as last year) 500 00

Total, $3,783 60

STEPHANOS.

The friends of Stephanos will be interested in hearing that he

has been removed from Northfield, and is now in Brooklyn, Con-

necticut, in care of Mrs. Virginia Smith, a well-known Christian

and Congregationalist. Under such influences we hope Stepha-

nos will develop many latent intellectual and spiritual graces.

A HEATHEN WOMAN'S PRAYER.
BY MARY SPARKES WHEELER.

The following remarkable prayer is the utterance of a y.oung

Hindu pupil in a missionary school. She is naturally very intel-

ligent and refined, and the prayer shows the terrible bondage of

heathenism, her soul-longings for deliverance, and her yearning

sympathy for her fellow-sufferers.

Prayer.— O Lord, hear my prayer! No one has turned an eye

on the oppression that we poor women suffer, though with weep-

ing, and crying, and desire we have turned to all sides, hoping ^lat

some would save us. No one has lifted up his eyelids to look

upon us, or inquire into our case. We have searched above and
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below, but Thou art the only one who will hear our complaint.

Thou knowest our impotence, our degradation, our dishonor. O
Lord, inquire into our case. For ages dark ignorance has brooded
over our minds and spirits ; like a cloud of dust it rises and wraps
us round, and we are like prisoners in an old and mouldering
house, choked and buried in the dust of custom, and we have no
strength to get out. Bruised and beaten, we are like the dry-

husks of the sugar-cane when the sweet juice has been extracted.

All-knowing God, hear our prayer, forgive- our sins, and give us

power of escape, that we may see something of thy world. O
Father, when shall we be set free from this jail ? For what sin

have we been born to live in this prison? From Thy throne of

judgment justice flows; but it does not reach us, in this, our life-

long misery; only injustice comes near us. O Thou hearer of

prayer, if we have sinned against thee, forgive; but we are too

ignorant to know what sin is. Must the punishment of sin fall

upon those who are too ignorant to know what it is? O great

Lord, our name is written with drunkards, with lunatics, with

imbeciles, with the very animals; as they are not responsible, we
are not. Criminals confined in jails are happier than we, for they
know something of Thy world. They were not born in prison;
but we have not for one day, no, not even in our dreams, seen Thy
world; and what we have not seen, we cannot imagine. To us it

is nothing but a name ; and not having seen Thy world, we cannot
know thee, its Maker. Those who have seen Thy works may
learn to understand thee : but for us who are shut in, it is not
possible to learn to know thee. We only see the four walls of the
house. Shall we call them the world, or India? We have been
born in this jail; we have died here, and are dying. O Father of
the world, hast thou not created us? Or has, perchance, some
other god made us ? Dost Thou care only for men ? Hast Thou
no thought for us women ? Why hast Thou created us male and
female ? O Almighty, hast thou not power to make us other than
we are, that we, too, might have some share in the comforts of
this life ? The cry of the oppressed is heard even in the world.
Then canst Thou look upon our victim hosts, and shut thy doors
of justice ? O God Almighty and Unapproachable, think upon
Thy mercy, which is like a vast sea, and remember us. Have our
sighs sufficed to exhaust the sea of Thy mercy ? or has it been*
dried up by the fire of fierce oppression, with which the Hindu
(men) have scorched us? Have they (the Hindu men) drunk up,
by some one's mistake, that portion of the water of immortality
which should refresh our weary spirits? O Lord, save us, for we
cannot bear our lot; many of us have killed ourselves, and we are
still killing ourselves. O God of mercies, our prayer to thee is

this, that the curse may be removed from the women of Lidia.

Create in the hearts of men some sympathy, that our lives may no
longer be passed in vain longing, that, saved by Thy mercy, we
jnay taste something of the joys of life.

Philadelphia, Penn.
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Treasurer, chosen annually.

Art. III.— The object of this Society shall he the collection of money for

foreign missionary purposes, and the cultivation of a missionary spirit among
its members.
Art. IV.— All money raised by this Society shall be sent to the Treasurer

of the Branch of Woman's Board of Missions, for the purposes of their

organization.

Art. v.— Any person may become a member of this Society by the payment
of annually.

FORMS OF BEQUEST.

In making de\'ises and legacies, the entire corporate name of the particular

Board which the testator has in mind, should be used as follows:—

For the Woman's Board of Missions, incorporated in Massachusetts,

in 1869:

I give and bequeath to the Woman's Board of Missions, the sum of

, to be applied to the Mission purposes set forth in its Act of Incorpora-

tion, passed by the Legislature of Massachusetts, in the year 1869.

For the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior, incorporated in

Illinois, in 1873:

I give and bequeath to the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior,

the sum of , to be applied to the Mission purposes set forth in the

Act of Incorporation, passed by the Legislature of Illinois, in 1873.
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