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jejpect (5reat ^Tbings from 0oD. Bttempt Great ITbinQS for (5o&.

Friday Morning Our Friday morning meetings have opened with fresh

Meeting. vigor and enthusiasm. It lias been a great pleasure to

welcome the missionaries, wearied and worn by special trials, like ]Mrs.

Knapp from Bitlls, Miss Wheeler from Harpoot, in Turkey, Miss Colby from

Japan, and others, and to give them what cheer we can. The numbers

are still so large as to oblige us to hold the meetings in Pilgrim Hall,

where there is still room for others who wish to share the blessing.

The New Our returned missionaries often feel depressed on going
Calendar. into the home churches Sunday after Sunday, and hearing

no pra^'er for missions. We are always glad to assure them that there is

much private intercession for them through our yearly Calendar. The
one for 1S97 now readv, and in attractive appearance and in stimulating

selections is fully equal to those of other years. The " fore-handed people"

who buy their Christmas presents in Xovember will be glad to know of

this best gift to their friends interested, or those whom they wisli would be

interested in missions. The calendar has made a warm place for itself

in many homes, and is proving a real power in our work.

Modern That the age of heroism is not of the past, must be conceded
Heroines, by those who have followed the dreadful events in Turkev the

past year : but we venture to say that but little greater heroism has been dis-
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played than that described in the cahn, dispassionate letter from Mrs. Newell,

on another page. To return without hesitation to one's work in the midst of

such danger, and to go on with one's usual routine amid such surroundings,

day after day, week after week, requires no small amount of courage

and faith. We need not ask that the three women at Gedik Pasha shall

be upheld by providing for their needs by sympathy and prayer.

Girls' College in Recent letters from our college for girls in Constan-

CoNSTANTiNOPLE. tiuoplc rcport that the autumn term has opened with

about fifty pupils, an encouraging number under existing conditions in Con-

stantinople. There seems to be every prospect that the usual routine of the

college year will be carried out. Most of our schools in the interior have

opened as usual, some of them with largelv increased numbers. This shows

the estimation in which our schools are held by the people, parents gladly

sending their girls to what they consider the safest place in Turkey. In

some parts of the country schools have been opened largely to prevent a

panic, since the people watch so closely for any signs of fear, or any indica-

tion that our mission workers are to leave them to their fate.

Gladstone's Over Mr. Gladstone's bedstead is liung the motto, " Chris-

MoTTo. tian, remember what thou hast to do." Surely the grand old

man rarely forgets what he has to do for humanitv. Through the quiet of

his more than fourscore years his voice rings out in succor for the oppressed

and suffering everywhere. Shall his motto be ours?

The Bell Are means lacking for the work of missions.^ Sound the bell

OF Prayer. of prayer rather than the bell of the mendicant.— Gossner.

The The omnipresent bicycle is penetrating far into mission fields.

Bicycle. It often carries surprise but not alwavs delight. Among the

Kurds it is thought to be the "angel of death," or the " horse of antichrist,

or the cholera or plague coming to a doomed city as swift as tlie wind.

Carey's Christian England laughed when Sydney Smith sneered at

Triumphs. the " consecrated cobbler " going out on a fool's errand to

convert the heathen. But Carey was visited on his deathbed by the Bishop

of India, the head of the Church of England in that land, who bowed his

head and invoked the blessing of the dying missionary. The British

authorities denied to Carey a landing place on his first arrival in Bengal ; but

when he died, the government dropped all its flags to half mast in honor

of a man who had done more for India than any of her generals.

—

Mis-

sionary Review.
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A writer in Woman's Workfor Woman quotes this from Mr, Holcomb :

—

Dead Babies If you lived in China you would be surprised never to see

IN China. a child's funeral pass ; but if you go into the street very early

in the morning you will find the explanation. You would meet a large

covered vehicle drawn by two oxen, having a sign across the front stating

its horrible office, and piled to the brim with the bodies of children. Some-

times there are a hundred in the cart at once, thrown in as garbage, nearly

all of them naked ; a few of them tied up in old reed baskets ; and fewer,

never more than one or two, in cheap board coffins. These carts go about

the streets each niglit picking up these pitiable remains, some of them muti-

lated by dogs. They are thrown in like so much wood and taken to a pit

outside the city wall, into which they are dumped, and then covered with

quicklime. Does it make you sick to hear of such a thing.? T have lived

seven years in a city where it is a daily occurrence.

O ye mothers who sit by the sweet, sunny graves of your little ones and

think of them as lovingly carried in the Saviour's bosom, can you not give

one extra cent a week to teach these poor, ignorant Chinese mothers a

better way ?

BULGARIA.

SIGNS OF PROMISE IN BULGARIA IN 1S96.

BY MISS EI.LEN M. STONE.

Although these are times of engrossing political excitement in Bulgaria

and Macedonia, and therefore not most favorable for the extension of the

kingdom of righteousness and peace, there are bright tokens of promise

even in their clouded skies. The mission has been so successful in doing its

foundation work, during the less than forty years since it was established,

that fourteen organized churches, with many times that number of preacli-

ing stations, now serve as centers of Christian communities, and a noble

band of Bulgarian co-laborers, numbering about seventy, pastors, evangel-

ists, colporters, teachers, and Bible women, are carrying forward the work,

pushing for self-support in the older portions of the field, and opening up

the regions beyond. Tlie Bulgarian Evangelical Society has co-operated

most heartily with the mission ever since its organization, twenty-one years

ago. This year it is erecting a substantial building for its uses in the capi-

tal city of Bulgaria,—Sophia. This building will be the rendezvous of the

evangelical workers of the country, the headquarters of the Y. M. C. A.,

the publishing work of the Society, its bookstore, and the place to which its

colporter reports and receives his stock for each new trip. The money was
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enthusiastically given at the annual meeting of the Society held in Philip-

popolis last year. Considerable sums were loaned, without interest, bv^

lovers of evangelical work in Bulgaria. A deficit remains to be provided

for, but the building was a great encouragement to this young society of

young workers.

In the past the mission has done a grand work in its publication depart-

ment, having given the Bible to the people in the vernacular, their Chris-

HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS MARIA LOUISA OF BULGARIA.

tian hymns, the family newspaper, Bible dictionary, and the beginning of

an evangelical library, with a multitude of tracts for tlie times. It is indis-

pensable to the best progress of the work that this department be kept up,

and not be curtailed, as it has been during the last two years, until now
there is great danger that ev^en the mission paper, which lias never sue-
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cunibed to Turkish intolerance, during its life of a score of years, in Constanti-

nople, may be suspended next December, for lack of funds from America.

That was an exceedingly valuable testimony to the standard of excellence

of the work done by the mission press which was offered by the Holy Synod

of the Bulgarian Church, not long since, when the question of preparing a

new translation of tiie Bible was under consideration. The Synod decided

that there was no need for them to take up this work, as the translation pre-

pared by the American Mission was sufficient for all purposes.

Bulgarian women are coming nobly to the front in helping to provide a

more worthy literature than the translations of French and Russian novels,

and German materialistic and infidel writings, which are chiefly put upon

the publishers' counters for eager readers. A woman of noble Christian

character, still young, holds the dignity of Stationer and Publisher to tlie

Court of Prince Ferdinand. This honor had just been conferred upon her

husband before his death, two years since, and was continued to her when
she succeeded to his business, which slie is carrying on with success. A
mother herself, this grand woman understands what other parents want for

their children, and last year published a translation of "Little Lord Faun-

tleroy," for the delight of young Bulgarian readers. Some American

women will be glad through all eternity that they helped to educate,

in the mission school in Samokov, this most noble and influential

woman, wlien she was a simple village girl, from a very humble home.

Another graduate of the same school, who is teaching in a government

high school, edited and published last year a family magazine in Bulga-

rian. Others from this school are doing valuable work as writers and

translators, and are active participants in temperance, atid literary, and

musical circles, helping to provide healthful and profitable entertainments

for the community. Some young matrons who move in influential circles,

both military, civil, and educational, who received their impulse toward

such outreachirig while in the Samokov and similar mission schools and

at the American College for Girls in Constantinople, were among the initi-

ators of a woman's club in Philippopolis during the summer of last year.

Its platform declared its purpose to be "the development of woman, with-

out distinction of nationality or religious belief I" Are there not signs of

promise in such intellectual and social awakening and religious growth

among a people who threw oft' the Turkish yoke less than a score of years

ago, having borne it for five hundred years?

Rejoice, dear women of Christian America, that to you God has given

the privilege of leading these Bulgarian women into this freedom in which

they stand, and "still there's more to follow."
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It is exceedingly encouraging that in these terribly hard times, financially,

among the Bulgarians, there is so large a sale of the Scriptures and other

Christian literature. There is a hunger for it, and outside the missions of

the Methodist Church, and of the American Board and its coadjutor, the

Bulgarian Evangelical Society, there is no one who can supph' it. All

such books are read with avidity, and go into many homes and schools to

which the missionary and Christian teacher cannot yet have access. This

eagerness of the people for reading is one of the great promises of good at

the present time, and the infinite pity is that from lack of funds there are

no new books issuing from the mission press this year, unless, possibly,

money shall be found for the completion of the first Commentary which

Bulgarian Christians have ever had.

We rejoice that the Board is closing this year with "no debt"; but

where are the $40,000 reduction, which, if given, would supply the

evangelical communities all over the world with necessities such as books

and papers ; without which they may exist, indeed, but w^hat an impoverished,

stunted existence, compared with what it might be with a little more ade-

quate provision ! Shall we not increase our giving this year, at least by the

price of a standard book ?

It is a sign of good that Pastor M. N. Popoft', of Sophia, the accredited

representative before the government of the various evangelical communi-

ties, is well received, and sometimes with marked consideration, when he

seeks an audience with any of the ministers, or even with Prince Ferdinand

himself. An ex-minister of foreign affairs not long ago expressed to him

his conviction that the evangelical religion is the true religion, but excused

himself for not embracing it bv declaring himself as a man of no religion.

Alas for him, and for multitudes of younger educated Bulgarians, who hav-

ing seen the emptiness of the forms of the national church, have thrown off

all allegiance to religion, and live godless lives !

It is an encouraging sign when earnest Christians of education and stand-

ing, like Mr. V. Shopoff', Commissioner of the Bulgarian government at the

World's Fair in Chicago, fearlessly avow their indebtedness for all they

have and are to the Bible, and to the mission wliich has given it to them

in their spoken language. American Christians should look to it that the

numbers of such men are multiplied, bv keeping up the institutions of the

Christian religion in tlieir midst until they grow and strengthen sufficiently

to take upon their own unaided shoulders these responsibilities. A ffour-

ishing young plant is cherished, not thrust out too early to breast alone the

storms of winter.

In Bulgaria, as in America, young men demand, whatever their own
moral character may be, that those whom they would wed must be above
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reproach. Students in the mission schools for girls are much sought after

as being of moral character. A young officer in the Bulgarian Armv, who
was pursuing advanced studies in the military academv in Brussels, Bel-

gium, a few years since, met a fellow-countryman there engaged in similar

studies. The latter was accompanied by his wife, a graduate of the Sam-
-okov school, and their two little daughters. So charmed was the young

officer with his friend's wife, although he called her a strict little Puritan,

that he vowed that he would remain unmarried until he returned home,

and then would seek a wife from the same schooL It is a sign of promise

A STRICT LITTLE PURITAN AND HER FAMILY.

that the Bulgarians prize an upright, moral character, though many are not

yet willing to recognize that "the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-

dom," and therefore the foundation of all true character.

In the wife of Prince Ferdinand, the Princess ]\Iaria Louisa, the nation is

blessed with a true woman as the first lady of the land. She chose for her

ladies of the court those whose names were absolutely above reproach, and

by precept and example in lier own modest attire tries to discountenance

extravagance in dress and style of living, which already seriouslv endangers

home and society life. A token of good is thus found in the Bulgarian

princess.
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A chapter would hardly suffice to tell of the endeavor of loving hearts in

newer and poorer parts of the field, to give of their povertv to seciue a

preacher or a Bible woman to tell them and their children " more about

Jesus," or to write something of the struggles in older communities to pro-

vide a house of w^orship, or to take upon themselves a larger share of their

expenses, thus moving toward self-support. May they all exercise the grace

of giving as some consecrated ones among them now do !

The girls' schools in Monastir and Samokov had more pupils last year

than in any previous year, and the spirit of the Lord came upon them, win-

ning many young hearts for Christ. In a railroad town not many miles

from Sophia, a faithful Bible woman has been for several years " sowing

much and reaping none "
; but one day last winter God's Spirit came upon

that people, and a five hours' prayer meeting was not long enough for their

petitions and thanksgivings. From newer fields in Macedonia come reports

of fifty souls added to the churches in a few months, and more desiring to

confess Christ. Aye, "the fields are white already to harvest." Let us

keep up our share in the blessed work in Bidgaria and Macedonia ! She

needs our gifts of money and prayer in augmented measure.

SIGNS OF PROMISE.
IN INDIA, CHINA, AND JAPAN.

Judson's often repeated saying that his missionary work was " bright as

the promises of God," is as true now as it was years ago. These promises

are planted deep in the heart of the Church universal, and lie at the foundation

of all Christian effort, and especially in the wonderful progress of our Lord's

kingdom in the earth. A brief glance at the present signs of progress, in

themselves God's promises for future blessing, may give us something of

hope and courage as we enter upon our new year of labor.

Beginning with our nearest neighbor, the Land of the Rising Sun, we
find a people with eyes wide open scanning the outside world, seeking the

best of civilization, of science, of religion for their beloved Japan. The
whole countrv is open to Christianity, if it can be proved to their satisfaction

that it is better than Shintoism or Buddhism. A most pathetic reason given

by some who have given up their Christianity is, " We have tried Chris-

tianity, and it is not what we thought it was." Contact with those from

Ciiristian nations who apparently had no religion, and a faith too weak not

to be staggered bv what seemed to be unfulfilled promises in the Bible, have

led them to think it is " not what they thought it was." Meantime, how-
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ever, the moral precepts and teachings of Christianity, are permeating the

whole country. A well-known instance of this is the conduct of the late

war with China. The treatment of prisoners was surely in strong contrast

to the time when twenty thousand ears were brought from Korea as war

trophies. The influence of the Red Cross Society has reached all classes

from one end of the land to the other. Although our sacred symbol means

only " ten" to them, yet the love and charity tovVard suflering, even of ene-

mies, which it inculcates is none the less real. Even Buddhist priests are

teaching precepts which they think belong to civilization, quite ignorant that

they are Christian. Surely no nation was ever better prepared for a move-

ment of the Spirit of God on the face of the waters which shall bring a new
creation.

Passing from Japan to her giant neighbor, China, we find in comparison

but faintlv glimmering signs of promise in mission work. In the late war,

for almost the first time in tlieir history, the officials have not been able to

conceal the fact that their troops have been defeated. With true Chinese

imperturbability they sa}', " Japan was lucky this time; tlie next time we
shall be luckv." Yet there are here and there a few young men who are

inquiring into the cause of defeat. A few reform clubs have been started,

whose object is to bring to their country ideas, inventions, war tactics from

other lands, individual officials are turning their attention to our mission

schools, eagerly seeking to know whether their studies are better than the

Chinese classics or the teachings of Confucius. To be sure, the strong arm

of tlie government has so far frustrated any organized attempt for real

progress, but it is something that there are those in anv numl:)ers who
desire it. A liopeful sign is the successful work, moderately successful, of

Rev. Gilbert Reid among the official and upper classes. His plan is to

first make acquaintances among them,—no easy task,—"rather stifl' climb-

ing, with a big possibility of a set back "
; and this indon)itable American,

as he is, he now numbers in his circle of friends one hundred and fifty men
of rank, including princes and others in high position. As soon as pos-

sible he makes bold to " tell them a few surprising tilings which thev

have never heard before," following up his interviews with documents with

such titles as " The Reform cf China's Corruption," The Cure for the

Sick Man of the Far East." In these he used " no soft words, but analyzes

unflinchingly the corruption of the government, tlie danger which threatens

the country, and the reforms wliich are needed." An ardent missionar}'

himself, he loses no opportunity to set forth the work of missions in a most

favorable light, and to convince his friends of its power and benefit to the

people. The remarkable journev of China's great viceroy, with open eves
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and open mind, just now so familiar to all, is considered very full of promise.

A railway in actual running order from Taku to Tientsin, soon to be con-

tinued to within eight miles of the Imperial City, and manufactories slowly

making their way in Shanghai and Tientsin all show that entering wedges

slowly driven inland are making an opening that can never be quite closed

again.

The special signs of promise in India come largelv from a righteous Chris-

tian government. The material advantages of good roads, railways, mail

and telegraph systems, make an infinite difference in the ease of missionary

work. Its protection, also, by which both missionaries and native workers

are almost always sure of defense and justice, its slow but sure righting of

social wrongs, preservation of order so that mobs are well nigh impossible,

the recognition and pecunlarv assistance granted to mission work, the posi-

tion accorded to missionaries as belonging to the ruling race, are no small

elements in the great success of our India missions. Other hopeful signs

are the rapid increase of the English language throughout the country,

opening the treasures of a wide literature both sacred and secular, the

j
desire to learn English making men and women willing to take Bible

lessons as a condition of their teaching; the growing number of church

members who are well to do, and whose position entitles them to respect as

lousiness men ; the marked Improvement in mental, moral, and physical

stamina found in the second and third generations of Christians, offering

material to work upon In marked contrast with those in heathenism,—all

these are inspiring signs of promise in the near future in India.

One special evidence that Christianity must sooner or later prevail in

Oriental lands comes from the laws of supply and demand,—the awful human
need that Christianity supplies. It is difficult to appreciate this need without

actualh^ seeing it. One day last December we stood on the steps of a

beathen temple straining our eyes to see its most holy place, whose heavy

darkness was illumined by a tiny lamp dimly revealing the grotesque outline

of a hideous image. The droning chants of the worshipers were sounding

in our ears, the smell of burning incense floated out upon the air, while

haughty Brahmins, In their pure white clothes and huge red turbans, went

in and out, eyeing us scornfulW as if they would say, " Hands ofl'! this is

my religion ; do not dare to touch It." Suddenly we lieard behind us a

piercing wail, and turned to see a woman with her water jar on her head

apparently in the depths of despair. Her soiled and tattered lugadi was

falling loosely from her shoulders, her hair was matted and disheveled, and

her face was full of an unknown agonv. Her crv was directed to a battered,

weather-stained image just outside the temple, and her woe seemed too
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deep and hopeless for words, for all she coidd say was, " O mother,

mother! O mother Tulsi, Mother Tulsi !
" over and over. There was

neither hope nor expectation in her tone, only sharp and piercing agony.
!

Involuntarily Mrs. Sibley started to go to her to offer help ; but the woman,
;

frightened or afraid of pollution from the touch of a foreigner, turned and

fled—back into the darkness from which she had come. Her wail still

rings in our ears. She had sought bread, and found a stone. We do not

know what her sorrow was, but we do know it could not be too desperate

for Christ to heal if she could only find him.
j

Another scene : We are sitting with Mrs. Hume on the veranda of a
i

Brahmin house in Bombay. The women of the house are gathered about
j

us, a picturesque group of bright lugadis, profusion of jewelry, rich, dark
;

skins, soft, black eyes, and pleasant smiles. As Mrs. Hume talks with i

them her practiced e}e discovers in a dark corner a pitiable object—

a

widow. Her white hair serves to enhance the yellow^, parchment-like skin ;
'

her eves, sunk deep in her head, have the look of unshed tears so wonderfully

painted in the Beatrice Cenci ; her coarse, white lugadi hangs loosely about

her skeleton frame. She is past seventy years of age, and sixty 3'ears a ,

widow. In all those years she has never been allowed but one meal a day,
J

had never put on a bit of jewelrv—the joy of a Hindu woman's heart—not

even a pretty jacket such as other women wear. Thought to be the cause
\

of her husband's death, and of every misfortune in the family since, she is >

treated accordingly,—a drudge ; an outcast from all human kindness and
|

sympathy. Sixty years of misery like this ! What could be worse? Mrs.
|

Hume asks that she may come forward,—she could not do so without per-
;

mission from the head of the house,—and she stands by the little group.
\

She has been a noted singer in her youth, and to gratify her Mrs. Hume
j

asks her to sing ; and in a shrill, cracked voice she sings—what? A song to i

Krishna ; a song so vile it must not soil these pages. This was an exhibi-
|

tion of the most elevating influence of her life—her one gift and her religion. !

Is there need here? Is there anything to supply it? Yes, thank God, there
j

is. Very gently Mrs. Hume tells of our Christian hymns, so full of joy and

comfort, such as, '

" Tesus, lover of mv soul,

Let me to thy bosom fly ;

"

or,
" I'll drop my burden at His feet,

And bear a song away.''

Gradually her face softens, the tears so long held back fall dow^n her

cheeks, and her whole manner tells of an intense longing for something, she
I

knows not what. Women by the million in India are living in just such I



LETTER FROM MRS. F. E. NEWELL 493

need as we have described ; it must surely find its relief in Christianity

Another hopeful sign is the way in which Bible truths are being scattered

broadcast all through India, and China, and Japau. It is taught in our mis-

sion schools to pupils by the hundred, who carry its truths into their heathen

homes. It g-oes into orovernment and entirely heathen schools iu the hands

of the Christian teacher; its scenes mingle with pictures of heathen gods

on the walls of these schools ; the boy sitting under an image of Siva nods

assent to the second commandment. Portions of the blessed Word are

scattered by the wayside, going into remote villages in the hands of colpor-

ters and evangelists, are sold or given away in the city streets and eagerly

read. It is carried into hundreds of homes and carefully taught by the

Bible women ; its texts are written in hundreds of medical prescriptions; it

is preached and studied in hundreds of churches and Sunday schools. It is

read in the palace in China, and its verses hang on the walls of many a

lowlv home in that great empire ; it is a well-beloved book among high

officials in Japan, and it is taught in the prisons. Numberless instances

of its wonderful power are given in every missionary magazine both over

individual lives and in the community. Surely we may rest on the promise,

My word shall not return unto me void." It cannot be spread abroad in

vain. A. B. c.

TURKEY.

LETTER FROM MRS. F. E. NEWELL.

Constantinople, Turkey, Sept. ii, 1896.

Twice within one year we have to record the vengeance of the Turk,

wliich has descended on this city in the shape of the massacre of unarmed,

defenseless citizens. On the morning of July 29th, twenty-four Russian

Armenians succeeded in capturing the Ottoman Bank, by entering singly or

in groups, as men on business. Once inside they barred the doors, and were

able to defend themselves from the soldiers who were quickly summoned, by

throwing on them from the roof the bombs which the revolutionists had taken

in with them. These Armenians had seized the Bank not for plunder, but as

a centre whence they could immediately and directly get their petition before

the powers. They demanded that vSir Edward Vincent (Englishman), the

bank director, should secure of the Sultan a promise that the scheme of reform

for the provinces, accepted so long ago, should be executed, and that they

should have a safe conduct from the city
;
otherwise, they would with the

dynamite in their possession destroy the Bank, which would involve finan-



494 LIFE AND LIGHT. \_Novembery

cial loss and embarrassment to the einpire, and the loss of the life of more
than one hundred employees, including prominent foreigners, with twenty

strangers who chanced at that hour to be transacting business at the Bank.

The Bank was under siege all the afternoon, during which time there was
considerable loss of life in skirmishes in different parts of the city. Toward
night terms of agreement were accepted, in which the Sultan promised na
massacre should be allowed. When tiie English flagship conveyed the re-

maining seventeen revolutionists (for seven of them had lost their lives in

the Bank b\^ premature explosion of bombs) to a French boat in the har-

bor, which took them to Marseilles, the Koords, as if by magic, appeared

in every part of the city, armed with heavy bludgeons ; tliese joined with

the Turkish soldiers for thirty-six hours (the limit of time given for killing

and robbing), and slaughtered in the most brutal manner Armenians, wher-

ever found. Before the order came for the fiendish work to stop, a mod-

erate estimate places the loss at six thousand Armenians,—men, the bread-

winners, killed. All through this carnage the city carts followed the mob,

gathering up the dead, and taking them to the suburbs, where they were

buried in trenches, six or eight hundred in a single grave. At one of the

suburbs of the city the Jews joined in the looting of the houses.

Although more refined, a more pitiful cruelty was inflicted by this Tamer-

lane horde on the women,—their husbands and sons murdered, their homes

destroyed, even their very clothing gone, and thousands left widows and

orphans in this poverty-stricken country. Women go about the streets in

a sort of dazed way, searching even now for loved ones who will never

come again.

During the two weeks which have followed the massacre arrests have con-

tinued, and every day twenties and fifties of Armenians are driven past our

door like sheep to slaughter. All the prisons are crowded, even though

hundreds have been exiled during the past weeks. Now every available

place, even the great underground cistern known by, travelers as the

"thousand and one towers," is being filled with the poor unfortunates. This

afternoon our quarter was thrown into a panic by the arrival of companies of

ge7zdar7nes with authority from the officials to search three hundred houses in

Stamboul, and the work is going on. All who could have fled, and already

our quarter looks like a deserted city. We fear this night's work will take

to prison the poor cowering remnant of Armenians who are in hiding.

At the time of the massacre all the missionaries were out of the city for

summer rest. We received at Mitylene very exaggerated reports of the con-

dition of things. As soon as I could learn by telegram that the port was not

closed I returned. Miss Barker and Mrs. Marden moved up from the island
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at night, and I reached here the following morning, so our work opened at

the season we planned. One hundred were present at the opening of Sunday

school, and day school opened with fifty. Although this represents onlv a

small part of our usual number, it was larger than we had expected ; the

mere fact that we are here, and going about our duties regularly, gives to the

people a comforting assurance, for which they express thanks. But the fact

is, we go about almost paralyzed with the enormity of the calamity wliich has

fallen on our city, and we are shocked at what we have seen and heard of the

atrocious crimes in our midst. Already we are drawn into the relief work of

helping to care for the destitute ones in our border.

One of our teachers lost all her earthly possessions save the apparel she

wore. She hid herself from the angry mob, who were pillaging their house,

by jumping into the cistern j^artlv filled with water ; there she remained

twenty-four hours, and emerged like a wreck of her former self. With her

widowed mother and sister she is on her way to the United States, and we
have lost a valuable helper. One other of our teachers went through a still

more trving experience in those awful days, and she, too, has sought refuge

in a foreign country, leaving an important place in school which no one can fill.

But I must not distress you with painful details, for I am sure your heart is

already overburdened with the Armenian question and the condition of

missions in Turkey.

We know there is some plan of love for the Armenians back of all this

j

distress, and we are trying to listen ourselves to the voice of the Lord in all

' this tumult. We are a small company at this great center, and at night it

often seems lonely, for when school is dismissed we are left for the night in

j

this great city where is not at present, even at Pera or Haskeuv, an American
' resident ; but we are kept in peace, and are, I think, in no special danger,

and the work needs our every energy.

The preaching service at the Bible House is for the present closed. The
Vlanga pastor failed and sickened through fear, and went to England before

the massacre, so that chapel is closed. At present this center at Gedik Pasha

I and the Rest at Koum Kapou (also under the direction of the Woman's
I Board) are the onlv places left open on Sunday for worship. We deem it

most important at this critical time to hold fast all points gained for the

Master, and that is what with your help we will try to do here at Gedik

Pasha.

I PRAYED to God that he would baptize my soul into the sense of all con-

ditions, so that I might be able to enter into the needs of all.— G. I^ox.
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HOSPITAL WORK IN AINTAB.—REPORT FOR THE YEAR.
\

BY DR. CAROLINE F. HAMILTON.
!

Opening our wards late in September, 1895, the work ran as usual for

some six weeks, though the growing unsafety of the roads prevented 1

patients coming from other places unless they were Mohammedans,
j

For a week before the Aintab massacre there was a suspicious lull, though
j

we scarcely understood its significance at the time. It seems to be little

understood at home that the liatred against foreigners was then, and still is, 1

very strong, so that the hospital stood in great danger because under Chris-'

tian foreign management. A villager told one of our missionaries frankly

that it was their intent to attack the American buildings and kill all those in

them, but that the soldiers would not allow them.

Of the busy days succeeding the trouble in our city, much has already

been written. Of those wounded November i6th and 17th, twenty-five of I

the worst cases were admitted as in-patients, several of our old patients

being put on lounges or on mattresses laid on the floor to make room for

these wounded ones, while one hundred and fifty came for dressings.

Many of these were so weak and helpless that they were given temporary

shelter. Later on, cases were admitted from the city, as wounds had not

done well, and when tlie roads became fairly safe, others came from

Marash, Oorfii, and Adiaman.

(496)
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The maternity ward was opened January ist, in response to the need of

many women whose homes had been plundered and who were living in the

crowded schoolrooms, where neither privacy nor comfort were possible. Of

the fifty-two admitted, thirty-one had their homes robbed of everything, and

were both plundered and newly widowed. The remainder were either

desperately poor, or poor and sick, and we gladly welcomed them. One

poor woman who had lost her home and all it held was given two wee

infants to provide for. Many of the babies survived for only a short time,

and we could not find it in our hearts to blame the mothers as they

rejoiced.

Our ward became so popular that applications were made by people who
had no need to come, so wide was spread the tale of the care the women
received.

The city work must also be unrecorded this whole year. For four

months visits were made under escort of one or two soldiers, and did not

flourish under this system. Later, during Dr. Shepard's absence in Zei-

toon, the city work was so heavy a burden that the two physicians had

almost more than they could do.

Although the relief work in Aintab w as handed over to a general com-

mittee of Protestants and Gregorians, a branch of it fell naturally to Miss

Trowbridge and me. As the roads became comparatively safe, patients

who had been kept all winter were anxious to get home to their own vil-

lages, and in many cases they had nothing, either clothes or food, for the

journey. Others came from outside, especially from Oorfa and Marash,

hoping that results of fearful wounds could be removed. They had begged

money to get here, trusting heaven for food and shelter, like the birds of the

air. Many of these \vere not ill enough to be admitted into our wards, and

yet helpless so far as earning their daily bread. Then came the little company
of sick ones who had to be provided for when the hospital closed, the most

pitiful of all. One little fellow of eight or seven years had been operated on

for hip-joint disease, and had no one to care for him except an old uncle, who
brought the bo\-. They had no friends in the city, and no one wanted to take

so helpless a child in. For the children we finally hired a room and formed

a small family, with a sound w^oman as matron and cook.

A few houses were repaired in cases where the general committee could

not help ; house rents have been paid in certain cases
;
meat, and milk, and

butter given on festival days
;
bedding and clothing made and distributed, and

grants of money given at critical points. ]Money has been given with utmost

care, looking forward to the still greater need that another winter will bring

upon these people.
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The eagerness to hear God's message so manifest throughout the country

was apparent also in our wards, and we are grateful to the faithful ministra-

tions of Mr. Sanders for the three months he was with us, and later of Mr.

Bulbulian, the secretary of the Y. M. C. A. in our mission field. The nurse

in the maternity ward was helpful to the women, conducting evening prayers

and a Sabbath service, and perhaps coming nearer to their sorrows because

of the heavy losses she had herself undergone.

We were taunted by city people for caring for Mohammedans at such a

time ; but all inside the hospital learned the lesson of brotherly love, and

Moslem and Christian lived side by side and helped one another. I well

remember the first Moslem woman admitted after the massacre. The first

night she was put in a corner bed, and a good space allowed between her

and her neighbor. Nothing was said, and a few days later, when the cold

was intense, her bed was moved to the warmest corner by the stove, and she

was admitted to a warm fellowship.

We also remember most gratefully that our lives and those of our patients

were saved by the exertions of our Moslem neighbors at a time when
sympathy for Christians brought bitter taunt upon them and unjust suspicions.

It seems to our blindness that the work has sufiered irretrievably, and yet

God can make this seeming loss to yield a rich harvest, and in this hope we
go forward.

FOR CHILDREN'S MEETINGS IN DECEMBER.—SUB-
JECT : CONSTANTINOPLE.

As the thoughts of the whole world are now turned toward Constanti-

nople, we suggest that this hour be spent in making the children at home
in that city. For material, every leader must have first : The Missioiiary

Herald^ May, 1893, April, 1S89, and March, 1883. If possible from the

W. B. M. or other libraries get "Among the Turks," by Dr. Hamlin, or

" Forty Years in the Turkish Empire, by Dr. Goodell. Second : For ad-

ditional help in making the work plain and interesting to the children, see

numbers of the Life and Light: "City Mission Work," May, 1889;

"Girls' College," June, 1890, and November, 1894; " Some Constantinople

Homes," March, 1892; "Schools in Stamboul, July, 1893; "Earthquake

in Constantinople," October, 1894; " Story of Brother Oscan," Missionary

Herald^ ^Vi\y^ 1893; "Church at Gedik Pasha," December, 1895. Both

of these articles are illustrated. For street scenes and customs see " Chil-

dren in Turkey," Mission Dayspring^ October, 1895 ;
" Street Scenes in

Turkey," August, 1888 ;
" A Walk on the Roof," December, 1894, and J^""

uary, 1895.
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Arrange the room according to the map on page iSo Missionary Herald^

May, 1893, using a long shawl to represent the Bosphorus, a shorter one

the Golden Horn, and a board across it the Galata Bridge.

Arrange chairs on the Scutari side for the American College for Girls,

others for Robert College, the Bible House, Mrs. Newell's home in Gedik

Pasha, Mrs. Seelye's in Haskeuy, the Sultan's Palace, Yeldiz, below Robert

College, and the Church of St. Sopliia. Let the children choose whether

they will belong to one of the colleges for the afternoon or represent one of

the Constantinople missionaries. Of course those to give facts must be

chosen beforehand, unless slips are given them to read. Some boy might

be dressed in costume, and represent the Sultan. A boy with a white tur-

ban and long ulster might give the call to prayer from St. Sopliia (" Forty

Years in the Turkish Empire," pp. 146, 147), explaining how that Christian

church passed into Turkish hands. Calling one of the girls Miss Barton, have

her come in with the Red Cross on her shoulder, and, with Mrs. Newell for

her guide, let her visit the Girls' College, and hear them sing ; Robert Col-

lege, where each one of the boys may give her a fact about Constantinople
;

the Bible House, where the missionaries in charge may tell her of the work

carried on at that center.

So let her make the tour of the city. Enough has been suggested to en-

able each child to have something to tell her of the work and life in Con-

stantinople. Miss Barton might make a statement of what she has already

been able to do, and what her plans are for relief work in Turkey.

At the close ask each child to pray, not only in the meeting, but at home,

for the work which they have reported.

SIGNS OF PROMISE AT HOME.

BY MRS. C. II. DANIELS.

A DEEPENED spiritual life in the Christian Church would be the most

promising sign of larger missionary activity. For the central, impelling

idea of missions is identical with that which stirs in the soul and draws the life

to a closer following of Christ. He who reads his New Testament, with its

clear teaching of service from our Saviour's lips and from his daily example
;

he who enters ever so imperfectly into the spirit of that gracious, self-deny-

ing life, must perceive that to follow him is to serve—to be " one sent," a
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missionary. The last command was in logical sequence, following natu-

rally and grandly from the whole tenor of his daily words and works,—

a

noble ascent, commanding a world-wide prospect after a climb through

Jerusalem, Antioch, and the Gentiles beyond.

Yet there have been saints of the Church who thought nothing, knew
nothing of foreign missions. We have to remember, in reading our Old

Testament, and need to bear in mind through all study of past generations,

that a man might be "after God's own heart" and yet, in outward moral,

benevolent living, could be scarcely ahead of the prevailing sentiments of

his time. In the march of the 3xars, as man's perception of truth grows

clearer, the heart life clothes itself with higher, purer forms of expression.

Monasticism reveals lives holy in purpose, but narrowed in their intellectual

perception of the noblest action. As compared to the monk's contracted

vision, we in this day have unlimited capacity to discern beautiful, unselfish

forms of expression for our inward life. Spirituality is nothing, even more

than nothing, false, when it fails to live itself out, feeding rather upon its

own feelings. That is the highest type of spirituality whose heart forces of

love and consecration lay hold upon such outward clothing as is the result

of man's best thought, divinely illumined, up to its own day. And now,

when the whole w^orld lies open to gaze with its appealing misery; when the

world's Saviour leads out the Church to " rescue the perishing" ; when

channels of many and varied organizations are laid, waiting only to be

filled,—who shall say that world-wide missions are not a natural and necessary

fruit of piety ! If your church is rejoicing in a quickened spiritual life, take

hope for missionary activities. When the high tide rolls in all along our

coasts, signs of promise will merge into glorious reality.

Meanwhile, there are certain principles in action whose end is not yet in

sight. And these principles at work are in themselves signs of promise. A
fertilizing process is going on, and while we may not as yet reckon the

harvest, we may be confident of a better yield from the enrichment. Two
elements in this process have decisive influence : i. The Difiusion of Knowl
edge. 2. Honest Individual Efibrt.

For some years missionary leaflets have been widely scattered ;
articles

upon missionary topics have appeared more often in the secular press, while

the religious papers abound with such intelligence. Books of a missionary

character, able, thrilling, come from the publishers with frequency. There

are missionary libraries for circulation, like that of our own Woman's Board.

Methods of spreading intelligence are more or less regularly pursued b}^

Branch and auxiliary oflicers. The large number of missionary addresses

given far and wide, in the hearing of both churched and unchurched people,
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are potent factors in the diffusion of knowledge ; as well also the multitudi-

nous meetings in churches, halls, and parlors. A modern Christian philos-

opher writes: " Knowledge is a primary condition of skillful and successful

action ; and if it be true knowledge it supplies also the most immediate in-

centives to such action. No one who believes in the steady and general

development of human life, will expect this result without knowledge."

We may take large hope from this promising element in the fertilizing

process.

Hard, individual effort is tlie price we are to pay for the coming king-

dom, and w^e may be confident that every stroke is a promise of tlie glorious

end. Let us comfort one another with these words, "Your labor is not in

vain in the Lord." Individual labor is peculiarly the condition of spiritual

results. Souls cannot be garnered in by machinery. Committees may plan,

but the one woman must go to another and show the beauty of our work,

saying, " Come with us." If we have tried, each in her place, to advance

Christ's kingdom, we have the honor, under God, to have given a sign of

its promise. The same straightforward path of honest efibrt, and only that,

lies before each of us through the lights and shades of 1897.

However, while we sow the seed, and fertilize the soil in " patient contin-

uance," our hearts crave a sign from heaven,—some ripening fruit. It is the

testimony of our Field Secretary that she observes indications of quickened

interest and growing Intelligence in her touring among the churches. The
diffusion of knowledge already yields its early harvest. The fact that the

Christian Endeavor Society has put the missionary movement Into its fore-

front with other vital forces, is a hopeful sign. Already a system of regular

giving is In operation in man}' societies
;
missionary meetings are becoming

more usual ; the young people are encouraged by their leaders to give to

their own denominational societies, and tlieir gifts reached a large aggregate

in their last year's record. When foundations are rightly laid for those

young in years, pliant as to their affections, enthusiastic in their aims, and

we see them beginning to build thereon, we rejoice in the present, and liave

bright anticipations for the future, when the builders shall have developed

more skill for their task.

A few years since, it will be remembered, the work of the American

Board seemed in danger of languishing for lack of laborers. Urgent prayer

arose from many hearts for this one need. And now our eyes are beliold-

ing the answer. The Student Volunteer Movement expresses the influence

of the Holy Spirit in colleges and seminaries. Where we would need to

turn for the best equipped minds to engage in missionary service, such minds

as the work increasingly demands, there the Spirit is preparing hearts to
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unite with minds for the highest equipment. The late Dr. McCosh said of

til is movement, that it was the greatest missionary revival since the first

century. " To save the world in this generation," is the watchword of this

earnest-hearted, hopeful hand, and each is ready to go where he shall he

needed according to God's call. Hundreds have been sent into foreign

fields, hundreds are studying with this end in view. They carry on an ag-

gressive work, also, such as giving missionary addresses to many audiences

durlngf vacations. Plans grrow continuallv. Enthusiasm is not ebbins:-

When we sit in our Branch and annual meetings, a company mostly past

its youth, and wish we could see more bright young faces in tlie gathering,

w^e will remember that these are not the only meetings which evince the

interest of young people in missions. We might go where they could be

seen in crowds listening to missionary addresses, and expressing themselves

enthusiastically for the broadest service. These general movements among
young people, and other more local movements which one and another may
discover in her own sphere of labor, are accumulating signs of promise.

The new year will doubtless reveal others.

Let us keep in abeyance our discouragements and our fears, while we re-

double individual efforts, putting in such fertilizing elements as we have at

our command. When the Jews came to Christ asking a sign, he ofiered

them no other than that which the appointed course of his own life and

resvn-rection from the dead would furnish them.

Gather from the present omens of the futiue. Considering thoughtfully

our omens, may we not confidently assert, " It will be fair weather, for the

sky is red
"

}

OUR BOOK TABLE.

A Cycle of Cathay; or^ CJiina^ South and JVorth^ with Persoiial Rem-

i7iisce7ices. By W\ A. P. Martin, D.D., LL.D., President Emeritus of the

Imperial Fungwen College, Peking. With Illustrations and Map. Pub-

lished by Fleming H. Revell Co. Pp. 457.

Tennyson's famous line in Locksley Hall, " Better fifty years of Europe,

than a cycle of Cathay," will immediately occur to those who hear the title

of this new and valuable contribution to the literature on China, which has

been dropping from the press rapidly since the Japan and China war has

brought the Celestial Empire to the front. Li Hung Chang's recent visit

has emphasized the newly awakened interest in the far East, and, to our
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own constituency, Miss Child's graphic letters describing her joiirneyings,

by various methods of locomotion, to our mission stations in China, has pre-

pared the way for any book which will help us to understand that popu-

lous country.

This work of Dr. Martin's is a record of the important movements in

Chinese afFiiirs during the past sixty years,—that period of time bounded

by "A Cycle of Cathay," although the Laureate's line w^ould suggest an

indefinite number of years. The volume is a handsome one in its mechani-

cal arrangement, although the illustrations from native drawings are more

curious than beautiful.

To read the titles of the chapters whets one's appetite for the feast

enclosed in these yellow covers. Dr. Martin's high official position gave

him a knowledge of prominent persons, both English, American, and

Chinese, and a statesmanlike grasp of political events. The closing chap-

ter is devoted to the missionary question, both prospective and retrospective.

It is a book to place in one's library by the side of S. Wells Williams's

" Middle Kingdom " and more recent works on China.

A Lady of England. The Life and Letters of Charlotte Maria
Tucker. By Agnes Giberne. Published by A. C. Armstrong & Son,

New York. Pp. 518.

In this day of brief biographies the size of this volume of more than five

hundred pages may seem rather formidable to the busy woman interested

in missions ; but the art of omission is well understood by those familiar with

books, and can be advantageously used even in this fascinating record of a

life so many sided as that of this woman, best known to us by her nom de

plume of A. L. O. E.

Those of us who are approaching, or have passed, " the dead line of fifty,"

feel a peculiar gratitude to certain of our own sex who have been brave

enough to undertake high enterprises in the afternoon of life. Marv Car-

penter visited India four times between the age of fifty-nine and sixty-nine,

in order to get personal knowledge of the educational and reformatory

methods needed in that country. Her reports were laid before Parliament,

and she may be regarded as one of the pioneers in the uplifting of Hindu
women. Isabella Bird Bishop, in her sixties, and in delicate health, has

recently taken a journey in a Chinese province unknown to European ex-

plorers. She traveled three hundred miles by house boat and three hundred

miles by chair, meeting in one place an infuriated mob who attacked and

stoned her. She has no doubt that the people in Szu-chuan do really be-

lieve that foreigners eat children or tear out their eyes, and she saw children

wearing a red cross on green ground as a charm against foreigners. When
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we consider that in these later days Mrs. Bishop travels not only as a

Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, but as one intensely interested

in modern missions, we may thank God for her courage to do and dare.

A. L. O. E. went to India in her fifty-fourth year, and spent the remaining

eighteen years of her life in that country, without a single furlough to Eng-

land. She felt that her time was brief, and she was not willing to waste it

on long vacations. The father of A. L. O. E. spent twenty-five years of

his life in India, and on his return to England became one of the directors

of the East India Company. Her five brothers were in various positions

in India, one of them perishing, in a most heroic manner, during the

mutiny. From tliese early and life-long associations it was less surprising

that when left, in middle age, free from family duties, her thoughts should

turn to that empire where so man}' of her kindred had found a home. A.

L. O. E. undertook missionary work in India at her own cliarges, but under

the general endorsement of the Church of England Zenana Societv. Per-

haps the most valuable work she did was to write a series of little books

adapted to Hindu converts to Christianity. These, written in English, could

be readily translated into tlie vernacular by educated natives. ]Miss Tucker,

at her age, might have felt justified in living comfortably in the English

community at Amritsar, doing this nuich needed but comparatively easy

work. She had, however, a heroic quality wliich made her scorn ease, and

she chose to do pioneer work at Batala, twenty-four miles to the east of

Amritsar, a walled town with a population of some tvventv-five thousand

people. This volume is mostly devoted to the story of the infant church at

Batala. Soon after Miss Tucker's arrival in India slie met Rev. George

Bowen, whose self-denying life appealed to a corresponding quality in her-

self, and she writes of him with much enthusiasm. In this connection she

adds: "I am particularly deliglited with the American missionaries wliom I

have seen. I am ashamed of ever having had a prejudice against Yankees."

Miss Tucker's personality was unique and positive, but her eccentricities

yvere of small account compared with her loving heart, her brilliant mind,

and her high, heroic spirit. Hers is a suggestive example of what may
be done by women of health, fortune, and intense interest in the spread of

Christ's kingdom in the far East.

Two tiny booklets, published in London by the Zenana Bible and Medi-

cal Mission, have been sent to our library by the honorary secretary of this

society. They are entitled '* Stories About India" and "Zenana Glean-

ings." They are illustrated, and might furnish interesting material for

mission circles.

G. H. c.
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SIDELIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

T/ie Century., October :
" Glave in the Heart of Africa ;

" from the jour-

nals of the late E. J. Glave. Illustrated.

The English Illustrated Magazine^ September, October: "The King

of Spain," by Arthur Lynch.

The Arena^OzXohQX \ "Are our Christian Missionaries in India P'rauds?"

by Rev. J. H. Mueller.

The Eortnightly Revieiv., vSeptember, "Dr. Jameson's Raid and the

Trial at Bar," by Edw. Dicey, C.B.

The Forum., October :
" The Creed of the Sultan. Its Future," by Thos.

Davidson.

The Cosmopolitan., October :
" Personal Recollections of the Tai-Ping

Rebellion," by Gen. Edw. Forester.

McClure's Magazine., October: "Li Hung Ciiang, the Creator of

Modern China," by Hon. Chester Holcombe.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.
November.—Thank-oft'ering Meetings.

December.—Signs of Promise in Mission Work in 1896.

1897.

January.—Missionary Literature.

February

.

—Outlook for Christ's Kingdom in Turkey.

TOPIC FOR DECEMBER.

Signs of Promise in Mission Work in 1896. i. In tlie Foreign Field. 2.

In the Home Churches. Reports from the annual meeting of the W. V>. M.
While there are many things to depress us as we look upon tlie work in

general, as, for instance, the disastrous retrenchments made imperative by

insufficient contributions, the overworked condition of our missionaries, tlie

fearful massacres in Turkey and consequent disturbance of mission work

there, and the seemingly backward movement in Japan, still tiie word of the

Lord stands fast, and his children do right to seek for signs of the fulfillment

of his promise in Rev. xi. 15.

In the Foreign Field, look at the advance toward self-support in the Z
and Foochow Missions, while Ceylon and Japan have for a long time been

notable in this respect. See "Annual Survey of the American Board for

1895—96." Read of the awakening in China, especially in the Foochow
Mission, and in Turkey among Gregorians and Protestants alike ; also notice

the closer relationships of sympathy and suffering into which they have been
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brought by a common distress. Through large portions of the country

tills jDractlcal unification of the nation Is going on," while " a new sense of

eternal realities, of the privileges of dlsclpleshlp, of tlie hopes and joys of the

Christian faith, has been awakened throughout the whole land. . . . Nothing

like it has been seen in these fields since our work began." See "The
Crisis in Turkey," by Rev. Judson Smith, D.D., presented at the meeting

of the A. B. C. F. M., Oct. 7, 1S96.

Additional valuable papers on this topic are : "The Japan ^Mission and Its

Problems," by Rev. James L. Barton, D.D. ; "The Past Year and Present

Outlook in Japan," in Missionary Herald for September, 1896 ;
" A Rift in

the Clouds," Life and Light, October, 1896 ; the Lesson Leajiet for De-

cember ; and articles in the present number of Life and Light.

For the second topic, "In the Home Churclies," each auxiliary will

naturally question the condition of its own church, and with a view toward

improvement. For the home churches in general, see " No Backward Step,"

by Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D. All these helps may be obtained of Miss A.

R. Hartshorn, i Congregational House, Boston.

ANNUAL MEETING.
The Twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions

will be held in the Franklin Street Church, Manchester, N. H., November 4th

and 5th. All regularly accredited Branch delegates and missionaries desiring

entertainment are requested to send their names to Mrs. W. H. Fairchild,

Manchester, N. H. Addresses are expected from Mrs. C. L. Goodell, Mrs.

S. B. Capron, Dr. Grace N. Kimball, and other missionaries.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receipts from August 18 to September 18, 1896.

AIiss Ellen Carrdth, Treasurer.

MAINE.
Maine Branch.— Mrs,. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Castine, Aux., 7 ; Houltou, Mrs.
Geo. ]5. Pape, 10; Tortland, State St.
Cli., Aux., 20.50; Searsport, Givers and
(Heaners, M. C, 5, Y. P. S. C. E., 12;
Wiscasset, Aux., 12; Yarmouth, First
Ch., Aux., 10.80,

Total,
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

New Hampshire Branch.— Miss Abby E.
•Mclutire, Treas. Atkinson, Aux.,' 15,

Flowers of Hope, M. C, 22; P.rentvvood,
Aux., 5.6(>; Kristol, Aux., 13; Clare-
niont, Aux. (of wl). 25 to const. L. M. Mrs.
Mary A. Case), 28; Cornisli, Aux., 6.10;
Dover, First Ch., Aux., 66.50; Exeter,
Mrs. A. F. Odlin, 25, to const. L. M.
Mrs. Fannie M. Warner, First Ch., Jun.
y.P. S. C. E., 1.10; Fraucestown, Aux.,

26; Franklin, Aux., 6.10, Cradle Roll,
1.95; Goffstown, Aux. (of vvh. 25 to const.
L. M. Mrs. Anna W. Blaisdell), 32.90;
Greenfield, Aux., 8; Hampton, Aux.,
37.50. liuds of Promise, M. C, 5, Y. P.
S. C. E., 10; Hanover, Y. P. S. C. E., 25,

Wide Awakes, M. C, 25; Hollis, Aux.,
19; Hudson, Aux., 13; Jaffrey, Aux.,
21.50, Lilies of the Field, :SI. C.,11; Mo-
nadnock Bees, INI. C, 5; Lancaster, Aux.,
20, with prev. cont. to const. L. M. Mrs.
Geo. H. Tilton, Y. P. S. C. E., 13.18,

Loval Ten, ISf. C, 10; Lisbon, Aux., 18;
Littletoi., Aux., 28.50; Manchester,
Franklin St. Ch., Aux., 115, Y.P. S. C.
E., 25; Marlboro, Aux., 11.25; Mason,
Aux., 10; Milford, Aux., 90; Meriden,
Aux., 14.40; Newfields, Aux., 13, Jiuds
of Promise, M. C, 6.50; North Hamp-
ton, Aux., 24; Northwood, Aux., 25, to
const. L. M. Mrs. C. H. Sherman : Peter-
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boro, Aux., 26.10; Plymouth, Aux.,
31.25, Y. P. S. C. E., 5; Portsmouth,
Aux., G9.70, Mis. Luciiida H. Hill, by
.Mis. Marcy, 100; Riiid<z;e, Aux., 40;
Rochester, Aux., 5.50; Seabrook aiul
Haiuptoii Falls, Aux., 18; Tilton, Cur-
tice AI. C, 23 45; Webster, Alfred Little
Gleaners, M. C., 5; West Concord, Aux.,
n, (iranite Miss. Jiand, 10; Wilton,
Anx.,4i); Walpole, Aux., 30. Less ex-
l)enses, 4.20, 1,262 94

Total, 1,262 94

LEGACY.
East Derry.— IjQ^acy of Mrs. Harriet X.

J Jay, 733 66

VEUMONT.
Vermont Branch.— Mrs. T. M. Howard,
Treas. IJakerslield, Aux., 5; liarnet,
Aux., 12.50; Harton, Aux., 30; liarton
Landing;- and Hrowninjiton, Aux. (of wh.
25 to const. L. M. Mrs. Elvira Ma};oun),
27.25; Harton Landing, Jun. Y. P. S. C.
E., 5; Hellovvs Falls, Aux., 24.50; IJen-
iiiuf^tou, First Ch., Aux. (of wh. 75 to
const. L. M's iMrs. Isaac Jenninjis,
Miss Alice Robinson, Mrs. Walter
Sears), 80, Second Ch., Aux., 25, North
Ch., Aux., 13.50; Berkshire, East. Aux.,
19.75; Bradford, Aux., 9; lirattleboro,
('entre Ch., Ladies' Association, 40;
Brattleboro, "West, Aux. (of wh. 25 to
const. L. M. Mrs. L. S. Bartlett), 30,

Whatsoever Circle, King's Dau<;hters,
5; Brookfield, First Ch., Aux., 15, with
prev. cont. to const. L. .M. Mrs. Ella M.
Dewey, Second Ch

,
Aux., 22; Burlinj;-

tou, Aux., 146.75; Y. W. Miss'y Soc, 25,

Cradle Roll, 20; Cabot, Aux., 13; Castle-
ton, Aux., 4.50; Charleston, West, Aux.,
13.37, Y. P. S. C. E., 90c., Jun. Y. P. S.

C. E., 5.18; Charlotte, Aux., 8; Colches-
ter, Aux., 7.21; Cornwall, Aux., 17.21;
('oventry, Aux., 10; Craftsbury, North,
Aux., 15; Danville, Aux., 32.86; Derby,
Aux., 6; Dorset, Y. P. S. C. E., 5; Dum-
uierston, Aux., 27.10; Elizabethtown,
N. Y., Mrs. A. W. AY., 2; Enosburgh,
Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L. M. Miss
Clara E. Carpenter), 30; Essex, Aux.,
15; Essex June, Aux., 12; Geor}>ia,
Aux., 15; Glover, West, Aux., 16.75;
Greensboro, Aux., 21 ; Guildhall, Aux.,
6.50; Hardwick, East, Aux., 30; Hart-
ford, Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L. M.
Miss Jennie Sjjrague), 29 ;

Hinesburjrh,
Aux., 3. .50; Holland, Aux., 5 ;

Irasbur^h,
Aux., 6; Jericho, Aux., 20 88; Johnson,
Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs. J.

R. Hill). 36.50, S. S. Infant Class, 3.50,

A Frii^nd, Lamoille Co., 10; Ludlow,
Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs.
Rachel M. Gill), 26, Jun. Y. P. S. C. E.,

2; Lyndon, Aux. (of wli. 25 to const. L.
M. Mrs. Ada Eaton), 32, Jun. Y. P. S.
C. E., ,50 cts., Buds of Promise, M. C,
17, Y. P. Miss'y Soc, 15; Lvndonville,
Aux., 10, Busy l?ees, M. C. (oif wh. 25 to
const. L. M. .Miss Carrie Campbell),
27.30; Manchester, Aux., 61.54; Mcln-
does Falls, Aux., 17 54; Middletown
Sprin<rs, Aux., to const. L. M. Mrs.
p]U!rene AV. Gray, 25; Milton, Aux. (< f

wh. 5 from a friend), 7; Montpelier,
Bethany, Aux., 31; Newbury, Aux., 61;

New Haven, Y. P. S. C. E., 10; Newport,
Aux., with prev. cont. to const. L. M.
Mrs. C. E. Fay, 9; Northfield, Aux. (of
wh. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs. Fannie
Clogston), 46 ;

Norwich, Aux. (of wh. 25
to const L. M. Mrs. Harriet liurton), 30;
Orwell, Aux. (of wh. 50 to const. L. M's
Mrs. Benj. Swift and .Mrs. Josiah Wil-
cox), 54 59, Jun. Y. P. S. C. E., 10.65;
Peacham, Aux., 52.55; Pittsford, Aux.,
107; Post Mills, 27.50 (Aux., 22.50, Y. L.
Soc, 5), of wh.25to const.L.M.Mrs. H.P.
Harlow; Poultney, East, Aux., 5.10;
Randolph Centre, 31.80 (Aux., 9.60, Y. P.
S. C. E., 12.20, S. S., 10), of wh.25 to const.
L. M. Miss Nellie H. Nutting, Rochester,
Aux., 11.88; Rupert, Aux. , 22; Rutland,
Aux., 75; Rutland, West, 10; Salisbury,
Aux., 14.75, Y.P.S.C.E.,5; Sharon, Aux.,
10.80; Sheldon, Aux., 4; Shoreham,
Aux., 20.60; So. Hero, Aux., 15; Spring-
field, Aux. (of wh. 17.40 is a Th. Off.),

76.90; St. Albans, Aux., 112; Stowe,
Aux. (of wh. 24 is a Th. Off.) 51.50 (of
wh.50to const. L. M's Mrs. Will Allerich
and Miss Lettie Gibson), St. Johns-
bury, F]ast, Aux., 6, North Ch., Aux.,
265.80, Y. P. S. C. E., 7.50, South Ch.,
Aux., 114. Jun. Aux., 30, Y. P. S. C. E.,

10; Strafford, Aux., 15, Y. P. S. C. E.,

10; Swanton, Aux., 10.75; Troy, North,
Aux., 4; Underbill, Aux., 13.35; Ver-
gennes, Aux., 33.25, Y. P. S. C. E., 5;
Waterbury, Aux., with prev. cont. to
const. L. M. Mrs. Belle Griggs, 6.32;
AVaterville, Aux., 5; Wells River, Aux.,
12; Westminster, Aux., 6 25; Williams-
town, Aux., 5; Williston, Aux., 9; Wil-
mington, Aux., 10.50; Windsor, Ladies'
Assoc'n, 25.50; Woodstock, Aux. (of
wh. 41.25 is a Th.Ofif.), 120.10(of wh. 100 to
const. L. M's Miss Delia A. Hewitt, Mrs.
O. L. Seaver, Mrs. E. H. Sharon, Mrs.
Alyra H. Vaughn), Jun. Y P. S.

C. E., 4.12, Cradle Roll, 2, 2,850 15

Total, 2,850 15

LEGACY.
Hartford.—LegSiCy Mrs. Nancy M. Buel, 100 00

MASSACHUSETTS.
Andover and Woburn Branch. — Mrs.
Chas. E. Swett, Treas. Maiden, Cong'l
Ch., Y.P.S.C.E., 10; Wakefield, Aux., 55, 65 00

Berkshire Branch.— Mrs. Chas. E. West,
Treas. Housa tonic, Aux., 13.80; Lee,
Sen. Aux., 315.35; Pittsfield, F'irst Ch.,
Aux., 20.70, 349 85

A'os^on.— Friends, 7.38; A Friend, Th. Off.,

5, 12 38
Cambridge.— Friend, 5 00
Essex North Branch.—Mis. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Belleville, Aux., 20;
Ha verhill. Riverside Prim. Dep't,S.S., 5, 25 00

Essex South Branch.— M\?,s Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Cliftondale, Aux., 10;
Danvers. Maple St. Ch., Aux., 50, CO 00

Franklin Co. Branch.— Miss L. A. Spar-
hawk, Treas. Ashfield, Aux., 30; Bei-
uardston, Aux., 14; Greenfield, .Aux.,

2; Hunting Hills, Aux., 8; Northfield,
Aux., 17; Orange, Merry Workers, M.
C, 4 50; So. Deerfield, Aux., 11; Sun-
derland, Aux., 16.10, 102 60

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss Hattie J.
Kueeland, Treas. Easthampton, Cove-
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nant Band, 22; Katfiekl, Aux., 24.25;

No. Ainlierst, Aux., 5; Northampton,
Eilwards Ch., Aux., 12.70; Williams-
bursr Aux., 36, 99 95

Middlesex Branch.— E. H. Bigelow,
Tieas. HoUiston, Aux., 13.42; Marlboro,
Aux., 5; iMaynard, Y. P. 8. C. E., 10; So.
Natick, Eliot Soc, 10; So. Sudbury,
Helpinjr Hands, M. C, 10, 48 42

Norfolk and Pilgrim 7}ranch.—M\S!i Sarah
H. Tirrell, Trens. Cohasset, Aux., 35;
So. Weyniouth, Old South Ch., Aux., 1;
Whitman. Aux., lo. 4G 00

Old Colony Branch.— Miss Frances J.
Runnels, Treas. Berkley, Ladies' Cent
Soc, 13; Fairhaven, Mrs. Lee, 1.40;

Lakeville Precinct, Aux., 20, Y. P. S. C.
E.,5.25; Marion, Aux., 20.50; New Bed-
ford, Wide-Awake Woikeis, M. C, 45;
Norton, Aux., 75, Y. P. S. C. E., 1.40,

Eleven Contributors, 39.60. A Friend, 25, 261 15

Salein.—Friends in the First Jiaptist Ch., 42 54

Springfield Branch.—M\ss H. T. Bucking-
liam, Treas. Feeding Hills, Aux., 20;
Indian Orchard, .Tun. Y. P. S. C. E., 1;

Ludlow Centre, Precious Pearls, M. C,
5; Sprinpjfield, First Ch., Aux., 20, Hope
Ch., Prira. S. S., 20, Memorial Ch., Aux.,
15, 81 00

Suffolk Branch.— Miss Myra B. Child,
Treas. Th. Off., E. F. G., 25; Boston,
Central Ch., Aux., Miss Amelia De F.
Lockwood, 50, l\It. Vernon Ch., Aux.,
Miss Clara E. Townsend, 1, Park St.

Cii., Aux., Miss Drinkwater, 5, Union
Ch., Aux., 59.65; Brip;hton, Aux., Mrs.
A. F. Spaulding, 5; Cambridge, Shep-
ard Memorial Ch., Aux., 71.71; Dorches-
ter, Village Ch.,Aux., 15; Foxboro, Aux.,
35; Hyde Park, Aux., 8; Newton Centre,
Aux., 53.55; Roxbury, Eliot Ch., Aux.,
28, Y. P. S. C. E., 24.78; Somerville,
Broadway Ch., Aux., 10; Wrentham,
Aux., 10, 401 69

Worcester County Branch.—Mrs. E. A.
Sumner, Treas. Gardner, Aux., 26; Gil-
bertville, Aux., 55.72; Lancaster, Y. L.
M.C.,30; Millbury, Second Cong'l Ch.,

100 ;
Southbridge Aux. ,6.60

;
Upton, Aux.,

25, Cradle Roll, 7.85; Warren, Aux.,
14.75; AVhitinsville, Aux., 573.95, King's
Daughters. 80, Extra-Cent-a-Day Band,
20.06, Mrs. C. E. Whitin, to const. L.
M's Misses Marian and Elsa Whitin, 50;
Worcester, Old South Ch., 75 (Aux.,
5.72, Ch. coll., 69.28), to const. L. M's
Mrs. P. H. Lewis, Mrs. H. H. .Merriam,
Mrs. M. A. Watkins; Plymouth Ch.,
Aux., 75, Pilgrim Cli., Aux. (of wh. 25

to const. L. M. Mrs. Mason), 32.89; Y. P.

S. C. E., 5.40, 1,178 22

Total, 2,778 80

I.EGACIES.

Northampton.— L.ega.cy of Mrs. Adriana
S. Hammond, 50 00

Stoneham.—L.ega,cy of Mrs. Abigail
Hayes, 50 00

CONNECTICUT.

Eastern Conn. Branch.— M\ss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Central Village Aux.,
with prev. cont. to const. L. M. Mrs.
William S.Simmons, 5; Ledyard, New-
ell Soc, 8; Lyme, Y. P. S." C. E., 10;

New London, First Ch., Juniors, 6.44,

Mrs. Robert McEwen, to const. L. M.
Mrs. Janet A. Thompson, 25; North
Stonington, Aux., 8.25; Norwich, Broad-
way Ch., Miss. Students, 3.15; Pomfiet,
Aux., 37; Taftville, Sen. and Jun. Y. P.
S. C. E., 5. 107 84

Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford
Scott, Treas. Columbia, Cheerful
Givers, ]\LC.,23; East Windsor, Aux.,
10; Hartford, Asylum Hill Ch.,
Aux., Mrs. C. D. Davison, 25, Mrs.
Chas. Smith, 25; Windsor Ave. Ch., Y.
P. S. C. E., 5; Kensington, Aux.,
12; Endeavor INI. C, 18; Poquonock,
Cheerful Givers, M. C, to const. L. M.
Miss Jessie Taylor, 25; Suffield, Aux.,
100, 243 00

New Haven Branch.—Miss Julia Twining,
Treas. Jiethel, Jun. Y. P. S. C. E., 5;
]?ranford, Aux., 5.50; Canaan, Aux., 5;
Cromwell, Aux., 4; Deep River, Aux.,
10; Essex, Miss. Workers, M. C, 1;
Goshen, Aux., 2; Greenwich, Bearers
of Light, M. C.,32; Higganum, Y. P. S.
C. E., 5; Litchfield, Aux., 59.70; Middle-
town, First Ch., Aux., 121.97; New
Haven, Ch. of the Redeemer, Y. L. Soc,
25, Grand Ave. Ch., Aux., 5; Norfolk
Cong'l Ch., 40.50; Plymouth, Aux., 40;
Portland, W. and W. Circle, 7, Builders,
M. C, 5; Redding, Wide Awakes, M. C,
5; Roxbury, Friends, 12.50; Salisbury,
Aux., 23; Sharon, llusy liees, M. C, 50;
Shelter, Aux., 17 ; South Canaan, Aux.,
5; Stamford, Aux., 30, Y. P. S. C. E., 5;
Stratford, Aux., 48.31; Wallingford, Y.
P. S. C. E., 30.55; Westport, Aux., 10;
Westville, Aux., 12, Y. L. Soc, 36;
AVoodbridge, Aux., 23.50, 681 53

Norwich.—Miss Frances Merriman, 2 00
South Canterbury.—A Friend, 50 00

Total, 1,084 37

NEW YORK.

Brooklyn.—Keut Ave., Kindergarten, 2 00
Lake Geneva.—A Friend, 1 00

New York.— y\r. Homer N. Lockwood, 154 00

New York State Branch.—Mrs. Guilford
Dudley, Treas. Aquebogue, Aux., 31;

Binghamtoii, First Ch., Aux., 40; Rod-
man, Y. P. S. C. E., 25. Less expenses,
8.22, 87 78

Total,

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.

244 78

Philadelphia Branch.—Miss Emma Fla-
vell, Treas. B. C, Washington, First

Ch., Aux., 30; N. J., East Orange, Trin.

Ch., Aux., 28, First Ch., S. S., 25, Twink-
ling Stars, M. B., 35; Orange Valley, Y.
L. M. li., 29.52, Bradshaw Mission, Jun.
Y. P. S. C. E., 2.90, Cradle Roll, 11.28;

Westfield, Mrs. Martin Welles, 50, by
Miss Worth, 6, 217 70

General Funds,
Gifts for Special Objects,
Variety Account,
Legacies,

Total, 217 70

8,011 90
504 14

18 19

933 66

Total, $9,467 89



THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOM-
AN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS FOR THE PACIFIC.

As far "as to Bethany" the women of our mission circles wended their

way in the ea^'ly morning of Sept. 6th. Not with toilsome feet over the vine-

clad slopes of Olivet, as did our Saviour and his disciples to that other Beth-

any, but in the modern electric cars, passing in all directions. The church,

under the pastoral cafe of Dr. Pond, not large, but complete in all its ap-

pointments, was made cheerful and inviting for us with vines and flowers.

Truly it is meet that the beautiful gifts of God should adorn the place

of his sanctuary.

VVe come with joyful hearts. The work, the occasion, is inspiring ; the

noblest enterprise on the face of the earth is missions,—foreign missions,

—

carrying the blessed gospel that has made us what we are, to those in the

darkness and shadow of spiritual death.

The meeting opened with devotional exercises, led by Miss Sadler, of

Berkeley. The Scripture reading, the first chapter of James ; the topic,

" Our need of wisdom,—the wisdom from above." This, we hope, fitted us

for the more formal business of the day. " Tarry ye, until ye be endued

with power from on high."

Miss Jewett, our President, ooened the session with a few appropriate

remarks.

The reading of the Secretaries' reports followed, the Recording Secretary's

being read by Mrs. S. F. Buffbrd, and Mrs. Susan Farnum, Financial

Secretary, and Mrs. J. A. Cruzan, Home Secretary, each reading their

ovs^n reports, which will be in print, so that we will take no items from

them.

The Treasurer's (Miss Merriam) report followed. How anxiously all

follow a Treasurer's report ! " Has our church done as well as last year.'"'

(509)



510 LIFE AND LIGHT. \_NovefJiher^

*' I fear there has been a falhng otf here and there." Such are the thoughts

as the patient Treasurer reads her items. The sum total shows an ingather-

ing somewhat above that of last year, but the deficit of last year must be

deducted from it. This account includes the contributions of the Oregon

Branch, the Washington Branch, the Southern California, and the Young
Ladies' Branch, with that of Northern California as the nucleus. The
monotonous cry of " hard times " we hear on all sides. This, of course, calls

for closer economy, that the Lord's work need not suffer ; let us not econo-

mize there. The roll call of auxiliaries was then given by Mrs. Wilcox.

Some responded by a written report, others verbally, which gave varying

degrees of effort and of success, as far as we could hear. That lovely thing

in woman, " a sweet, low voice," is not adapted to a public meeting, where

one wishes to hear all that is said ; so we lost some valuable reports. The
delegates from sister denominational bodies were called on. Mrs. Newton,

of the Methodist Church, gave an exceedingly interesting account of

medical work in China.

Airs. D. F. Watkins, formerly a missionary of our Board, gave an ex-

ceedingly interesting talk on " Mexico Yesterday and To-day." She exhib-

ited a piece of carving from an old church, erected some thirty years after

the invasion by Cortez, and spoke of some of the heathenish and supersti-

tious customs then prevalent. Now, all through Mexico are seen the appli-

ances of our modern civilization, with schools and churches, with native

pastors, educated by the missionaries of the different Christian denomina-

tions now laboring in that country.

A jDleasant interruption now came in the social hour and lunch, in the

lecture room of the church. This " social hour " is of great value in these

gatherings, as it brings together for mutual acquaintance those W'ho seldom

meet from the more distant parts of this State and those adjoining ; and thus

brought together we feel that we have one common cause, one Saviour whom
we serve, and in the spread of wdiose kingdom we are alike interested.

The afternoon session \vas opened by a devotional meeting, led by Mrs.

Haven, wnfe of the pastor at Rocklin. The topic, that suggested by our

Saviour's words, " Give ye them to eat," applying it to ourselves in our duty

to the outlying nations beyond us.

The Washington Branch responded by a letter, also the Oregon Branch

and the Southern Branch ; the Young Ladies' Branch, by Miss Williams,

its President. The roll call of auxiliaries, wdiich was not completed in the

morning, was resumed in the afternoon. The reports of these delegates

were of much interest, although we failed to hear distinctly from some.

There was a large attendance at the afternoon session. Some fine solos
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were given us ; the Holy City," by Miss Hamilton, and "Peace, Troubled

Soul," by Miss Schindler, were much enjoyed. Many interesting points in

regard to methods of work in different societies were given by the delegates.

Mrs. Dr. Holbrook, of Stockton, advocated a systematic study of missions,

and suggested that, borrowing from many present day literary clubs, we
have a " current events in mission circles." Some interesting items in

regard to cliildren's societies were given, showing how, in the hands of

those who are especially gifted in this line, even the children can be taught

to pity those who know not of Jesus and his love. Letters of greetings from

Miss Child, Secretary of the Woman's Board at Boston, and from Miss

Wright, Secretary of the Board of the Interior, were presented. Mrs.

Hanna, of the Missouri Branch, brought very pleasant greetings.

A discussion in regard to our " room," or " headquarters," then followed,

in which a number participated. We then had the privilege of listening to

Miss Mary Perkins, recently from India, and now at her home in this city.

Miss Perkins has been in India about eight years, and is intensely devoted to

this, her chosen work, toward which her heart always so lovingly tiu'ns.

We do not know that she would call any one feature of this work her favor-

ite theme, but it seems to us who listen as if she dwelt most tenderly upon

the Christian lives and service of her " Bible women." It may not be amiss

to say here that Miss Perkins has labored in India at no charge to the

American Board.

Her brother, Rev. James C. Perkins, also on a visit to his parents after

an absence of eleven years, followed with an intensely interesting address on

mission work in India in the Madura district. He gave an account of the

way, the marked way in which the Lord answered his prayers, and gave

him the desires of his heart in the school building in Arrupukottai. Scene :

Groups of children here and there willing and eager to be taught, high-caste

children, who cannot be retained in any but a building in certain quarters of

the city. The missionary thinks and thinks, prays more. His attention is

directed toward an unoccupied brick building in just the right location ; his

bullock bandy goes by it again and again, as by instinct, its occupant always

looking at it with longing eyes ; he has also to look at the depleted treasury

of the American Board ! Shall he venture to ask for $400 to purchase this

building, avoided by every Hindu purchaser on account of certain supersti-

tious notions connected with it, and therefore offered for sale at one third its

value? He writes, and says, "Telegraph 'yes' or 'no.'" After long and

anxious waiting comes the joyful monosyllable " yes." But the $400,—must

it be deducted from the appropriations for the year, as intimated in a later

letter.^ How can we cut down any more.'* Perhaps the Woman's Board of



512 LIFE AND LIGHT. \_November,

the Pacific, to whom our work we know is dear, will assume it. The prop-

osition is made, the young ladies of this Board assume the amount, and our

dear brother's heart is made joyful indeed, as now he has a suitable and

commodious building for his increasing school of bright, eager children.

Does the Lord hear prayer? Ask Brotlier Perkins to tell you the story

which so touched our hearts.

And now these friends who had spoken to us of their lives and work in

other lands came in for our entertainment, attired in the costumes of their

several countries. Some, little Hindu children ; Miss Perkins in the native,

graceful dress ; Mrs. Arthur H. Smith in the gay, parti-colored robes of a

Chinese lady, and with the stolid, blank expression of these same ladies,

assimied for the occasion ; and Miss Gouldy in the pretty Japanese dress.

Miss Perkins sang for us a hymn in the softly modulated tones of the Tamil.

Airs. Smith gave us an eloquent (we know it was eloquent from the ges-

tures) address in Chinese, and Miss Gouldy in the Japanese. The sisters

in other lands were thus brought still nearer to us.

Rev. Mr. Freear spoke to us briefly in his own earnest manner, lamenting

the apathy and indifi'erence of many ministers and churches on this great

work of evangelizing the nations, and told a story of one minister who asked

him to present to his people the cause of missions, as represented by the

American Board, but added, he wished he would first preach a good gospel

sermon, and then bring in the missionary cause briefly at the last. So, said

Mr. F., " I did preach as good a ' gospel sermon' as I could, but it was all,

from first to last, the gospel in missions, the good news to be carried to the

nations of the earth." A hymn was sung, and the Rev. Dr. Pond, pastor

of the church, pronounced the benediction. Thus ended the twenty-third

anniversary of our society, the work of which, as the years speed on,

becomes increasingly dear to us.

J. c. s.

The need of the present hour is not men and women willing to leave all

they hold dear in this land to labor in foreign fields '* white to the harvest,"

nor yet that an entrance may be given into heathen and nominally Christian

lands. The doors stand wide open. Needy souls ask to be taught. Con-

secrated men and women offer themselves to missionary boards, eager to go

to those who would welcome them. Empty treasuries forbid. Christians

have money enough for everything but Christ's work. The need of the

hour is consecrated Christians ; Christians who love Christ better than lux-

ury.

—

Selected.
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Mrs. James G. Johnson, 7 Ritchie Place, Chicago.

Miss Sarah Pollock. Mrs. W. H. Rice.

Mrs. Graham Taylor. Mrs. G. B. Willcox.
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Samuel John Mills " is the title of a recent article in the New York

Evangelist . Probably few people are aware of the variety and importance

of the work accomplished by Mr. Mills. Certainly on reading this short

sketch, in which is packed so much of the faithful work and the zeal of this

one man, all readers will exclaim, " Well done, good and faithful servant !

"

We all know the haystack story, how Mills led two of his fellow-students

to this now historical spot in Williainstown, and there with them held a day

of prayer, and consultation, and self-dedication to the work of Foreign

Missions. Later on in his college course he, with five others, formed a

secret society, pledging themselves to effect a mission to the heathen. Still

later, four of this society laid their perplexity and convictions before the

General Congregational Association of Massachusetts. Out of these earnest

(513)
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appeals grew the American Board. As if this was not enough, our earnest

worker carried the same purpose into the Presbyterian denomination, and

from the plan in his mind, it is said, the United Foreign Alissionary Society

was formed, which embraced the Presbyterian and Reformed churches.

Nine years later this was merged in the American Board, but this plan of

denominational work reappeared later on.

Mr. Mills was the man who met in New Haven the solitary boy, Oboo-

kiah, from the Sandwich Islands, took him to his father's house, and tlien

sent him to a school. His effort in this case roused others to do the same

for other islanders, and three of these natives became members of the first

company of missionaries to go to the Pacific Islands. This result had its

origin in the brain, and heart, and benevolent act of Samuel J. ]Mills.

But not for foreign missions alone he prayed and worked. He traveled

through the West and South as explorer and colporter for Bible and

missionary societies of the North. Through wildernesses and in great peril

he traveled to learn the destitute state of our own country. Seventy-five

thousand families destitute of the Word of God ! Not a Bible, he said, could

be found in any language for sale, or to give awav, in the city of New
Orleans, where he ministered to the needs of sick and wounded soldiers.

On liis return to New York he bent all his powers to bring about the organ-

ization of the American Bible Society. The churches of different denomi-

nations considered this, and from the report of Mr. Alills thev not only

learned the destitution of their land in regard to Bibles, but also the need of

home missionaries, and sent out ten or twelve the year after his return.

Home boards were also soon organized.

The untiring worker went into New York City to look for Bible destitu-

tion there, in cellars, lanes, and garrets. So he may be called the pioneer

of city missions. His last efforts were for the African race, to establish a

school for tliem. " The praise really belongs to him of originating African

schools." He also planned the colonization of that people on the African

coast ; and after rousing public sentiment, he went as a delegate, with others

chosen, to Africa to select a site for this purpose. They chose the region of

country now Liberia. On his way back to his native land he stood on

deck and spoke to a friend of the perils passed and the glad home coming.

But a few days after he found his grave in the depths of the ocean. Only

thirty-five years old, and so much accomplished, and so lofty a life ! It was

lived above our common level, where so many trivialities interfere, and clog,

and divert.— Culled from article in New Tork Evangelist^ by Wm.
Rankin^ Esq,
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CHINA.

Western Hills, N. China, July 6, 1S96.

My dear Miss Wells : The hard times at home tell sadly on mission

work. We wonder what can be done—where we can cut down ; no new

work can be undertaken even where there are hopeful openings on all sides.

" The gold and the silver are mine, saith the Lord." Is this trial coming

upon us to teach us greater faith in prayer, and to trust more to Him and

less upon man.?

Our courage and faith will be sadly tried next September if we cannot

open our college after the vacation; but we cannot unless money is given

us. The appropriations for the current expenses of 1896 were cut down so

much, that when we closed at the end of the half year we found that, taking

out first what we had overrun the year before (we were cut down in 1895

when too late to change and had overrun) , we had used largely into the last

half year, so we cannot open school unless extra is given for this year.

Where is it to come from these hard times? You know of the beautiful

gift from the Tank estate of $35,000 for our college : $25,000 for equip-

ments, and the $10,000 as endowment ; this does not provide for the running

expenses of the school—cannot be used for it. Only the Lord knows the

way out of our present difficulty. I see by the papers that we are no worse

off than nearly all the other missions.

You see I am not at home just now. No ; I am having my vacation

—

have my teacher and am studying, getting ready for next year's classes. I

leave some time for resting and writing, and sometimes wonder wiiere the

day has gone, I seem to accomplish so little, but these rest times are needed.

We had a school of over seventy last winter, and tliey did good work; I

always miss them so much when they leave us for the long vacation. We
hope they are all doing something for Christ in their new homes.

You remember the young man I have written of before? That young

man graduated a year ago from college, and as there was not to be a theo-

logical class for two 3'ears he has gone into the school, teaching in the

academic department while he takes one study he has never had before.

He is a very fine young man
;
now, din^ing vacation, is off on preaching

tours with native helpers.

But I must not stop to write about them all. Have you seen Miss Stanley?

Before long you will see Miss Miner ; I am associated with lier in work in

the college. Now I must stop, with very much love from your " Mother

Earth."* Yours lovingly, Jennie G.Evans.
* A literal translation of the name given Miss Evans by her Chinese pupils.
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WOMAN'S WORK IN KALGAN FOR 1895-1896.

The return of Mrs. Williams to Kalgan was most helpful to the work of

the station. Although lack of strength has as yet prevented her from out-

side work, her presence and advice are especially valuable in the girls'

school.

Chance callers have a welcome from her, and the Christian women find

her at leisure to talk and sympathize with them.

The meeting for women after the Sunday-morning service has been con-

tinued. The women have read Mark and a part of Luke during the year.

Acquaintances are often brought to this meeting by their Christian friends.

BIBLE WOMEN.

Tlie Kalgan bible woman, Mrs. Yen, made six hundred and twenty-eight

visits in families, and went out two hundred and thirty-eiglit days.

Fifteen ciiildren in Ch'lao Tung have learned texts written on picture

cards. The girls' day school planned for a year ago to teach these children

has not been started, for the lack of a suitable room. A nice place was

offered for sale at a reasonable price, but renting a place seemed safer. We
tried to rent other places, but in one place the tenants refused to leave, and

in another place the landlord feared disturbances in his yard.

The gardener Jen and his wife, who live in Ch'iao Tung, are as warm-
hearted and zealous as ever. The wife joined the church last communion,

and showed at her examination that she had been taught well bv her hus-

band and was in earnest herself. The gardener's sister and niece also love

Jesus, but cannot join the church or come to our protracted meetings, be-

cause the husband forbids them to do so.

These four dear people give us heart to work harder, and hope for the

neighbors whom they invite to our meetings in their house.

In Ch'in-ke-ta Mrs. Yii has made tliree hundred and forty-three visits, and

gone out two hundred and sixty-five days. vShe made three trips to her

daughter's village, where she visited and explained the doctrine.

Mrs. Chao, in Yiichou, writes asking prayers for the women there, that the

Spirit may move their hearts that they may not only hear gladly, as they do

now, but be converted. She made six hundred and eighty-six visits in two

hundred and thirty days. For two weeks she stayed at home to help receive

and preach to the hundreds of women who came to see Mrs. Sprague during

her tour to Yiichou. Beside her visiting, she is teaching some little girls to

read.
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TOURS.

Tliree visits were made to Yen-chia Tung, and an effort made to start a

girls' school with funds given by outside friends, but the only available

woman teacher could not leave home. The widow, Mrs. Yii, who became

interested in Christianity during Dr. Murdock's tours there, is a person of

strong character, and if she can leave home to be taught here may be the

teacher we want. She said :
" I do not care what people say or do. This is

a good doctrine, and I believe it."

A tour of five days was made by Miss Williams and two Bible women to

Ti San, a village twenty-five miles to the south of Kalgan. They went in

October, 1895,—a very good time for traveling, but not convenient for the

people, who were busy digging potatoes. However, they were warmly re-

ceived, and more came to listen than the room could hold. Most of them

came to listen, and not to stare at foreign ways and clothes.

One day was spent in a visit to Shen Kuantz, a hill village where no

foreigner had been. The church member they went to visit had recently

died. The relatives treated them with great kindness, and after feasting

them in Chinese style, listened to the gospel with respect and interest.

Mrs. Sprague accompanied her husband on his tour to Ytichou, where

she received many visitors, who were preached to by Mrs. Chao. At
Ch'in-ke-ta she held a meeting for women, assisted by Mrs. Yii.

girls' school.

The whole number of scholars in the girls' school during the year was

twenty-three. Three were here but a few montlis of the year. One of these

was taken home by her father, who did not wish to keep her properly sup-

plied with clothes and shoes. One was sent home because her mother, the

Yiichou Bible woman, after almost promising to unbind her daughter's feet,

had sent word to have them bound tighter. The third girl had unbound

feet, and her clothing was given to her because of the father's poverty. He
died, and the uncle betrothed her into a family who have bound her feet,—

a

painful process for a well-grown girl of twelve, as she is.

Four scholars entered in the fall, two of them little girls with unbound

feet, and two, as they had been in school before, were allowed to enter with

bound feet. Five applicants were refused entrance because their parents

would not unbind their feet. There are now seven girls with natural feet,

and another one is coming from Ch'in-ke-ta next fall. Some of the girls have

said they would ask their parents to let them unbind their feet, and one girl

at least may be allowed to do so.

One of the older girls has joined the church, with another scholar, a
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friend whom before she had influenced to rebellion, but has now led into

the church. No other scholar has the same power to control others and

lead them to her way of thinking as this girl, and she will be very useful in

the church, if her health grows better.

Two of the older scholars have been probationers some years, but have

been kept back from joining the church because their daily life told against

tiiem. Three or four of the younger ones may enter the cliurch next year,

when they have been here longer and understand more of what being a

Christian means.

The books memorized have been the catechism, the Gospels and Acts,

geography, and the elementary Chinese books. The teacher has explained

the classics to the older scholars, and given all exercise in Chinese arith-

metic, using the abacus.

The school closes for the first time in its history for a summer vacation.

It is hoped the renewed zeal of the scholars will compensate for the expense

of their home going and return to school.

Henrietta B. Williams.

EAST CENTRAL AFRICA.

A JOURNEY IN AFRICA.

A LETTER FROM MRS. F. R. BUNKER.

[This story of one side of missionary experience is furnished us by the kindness of

the friend to whom the letter was written. While it is of interest as a bit of delight-

ful reading, it is inserted here as a picture of " Retrenchment" from a different stand-

point. This journey was taken in September, 1895. One must read between the

lines to understand the trials and even sufferings encountered during this month of

hardship, for no syllable of murmuring or complaint appears upon its pages.

There is regret expressed that their way up to Mt, Belinda only the year before

must be so soon retraced, and the promises to those people that teachers should go

there are still unfulfilled; and this because we at home have not kept the Lord's

treasury filled, and the laborers cannot harvest the " fields already white."

—

Ed.]

We had a busy time preparing for our trip to Beira. All our household

effects at Mt. Selinda were to be sold
;
consequently this one and that one

were running in at all hours, appropriating one article or another. Some
of the settlers came in from a long walk to buy a tin pan, or a glass jar, or

five yards of cloth, and expected a cup of tea if not dinner, which, however,

with no dishes, was out of the question. Trunks half packed here, boxes

ready to be nailed up tliere, bread in the bake pot, chickens broiling, beans

boiling, husband wants this, and baby wants that. This Monday, and we
were to start Tuesday at 8 A. m. In the afternoon the Boer, Mr. De Beer,
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who was to take us in his wagon the first ninety miles of our journey,

arrived. It became evident by sunset that we would not start at eight o'clock,

but tired bodies could do no more that night.

Everything was packed in fifty-pound loads, to be ready for the carriers at tlie

end of the wagon journey. I said beforehand that we would have at most

twenty-five loads ; we had forty ! The wagon was perhaps fifteen feet long.

About five feet of this was covered with a tent, high enough for one to kneel

in. Here Paul and I took up our abode, and what with bags and bundles,

pillows, blankets, and bed, it was well filled ;* everything, including some

fowls in a wooden cage, was well lashed to the wagon, for the road was a

rough one, over which only three or four wagons had ever passed, and which

it required an experienced eye to trace. It was hard to say good-by to our

friends, to wiiom we had become much attached through fellowship in many
trying experiences of pioneer life, and to leave our home, so pleasant though

its walls and floor were only mud. There were twelve oxen in the team,

and we were accompanied by three white men instead of one, as we ex-

pected. We traveled fifteen miles tlie first day. I w\anted to sit upon the

baggage to catch the beautiful views among the hills we had learned to love,

but had much ado to dodge the thorny branches of tlie acacia trees among
which we passed. At dusk we arrived at a kraal. All was confusion. In

the little room three feet by five feet Paul must be bathed, fed, and put down
to sleep. A cup of tea and bread would have sufficed for Mr. Bunker and

myself, but there were the three hungry white men, whom all the supply

of white bread, which must last two weeks if possible, would hardly have

satisfied. So cooking utensils were produced, and porridge cooked, and

sugar and tea provided. A large camp fire was built, our four or five boys

sleeping around. They did not seem concerned that that afternoon a leop-

ard had entered the kraal, first carried ofT a goat, and then tried to take a

little child. Mr. Bunker and the three Boers slept under the wagon, over

which had been thrown a tarpaulin reaching to the ground on all sides.

Paul's bed, a dry-goods box, occupied so much room that I did not have

much left, and was obliged to lie, first on one side and then on the other,

with the result that I did not sleep much. However, we usually had the

tent put up, which was far more comfortable. All were anxious for an

early start, and after a hasty breakfast, taken sitting on the ground, pots,

dishes, and bags of meal were hurried to their places ; and as the road was
to be very rough for some distance, and we had decided to walk, we started

on ahead with a bo}' to carry Paul. Besides several trusty native boys we
had our good Zulu girl, Fannie, who went with us from Natal when we
went to Gazaland, in 1893. She was invaluable to me. Umtisee was my
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right-hand boy in everything ; one who, we were hoping, had begun to walk

in the new way." We walked a mile and a half, but as the wagon failed

to appear, Mr. Bunker went back to ascertain the cause of delay, while we
sat down on the shady bank of a beautiful stream. The wagon had stuck

in crossing a rocky rivulet, and had to be partially unloaded. Mr. Bunker,

whose experience the year before on the road with a donkey team had made
him very familiar with it, knew they would have more trouble a little

farther on, and advised us to prepare dinner here. Paul was laid on a

blanket for a nap. Dinner was not ready when two more white men ap-

peared on horseback. They said they were hunting, and we soon found

that they intended to keep along with us,—an easy way of securing their

food, which people like them never carry witii them, trusting to their guns

for meat, and compelling the people on the road to furnish potatoes and

meal. I must confess I did not extend a very gracious welcome, but pro-

vided them with a dinner of soup, meat, and some sweet potatoes. The
rest of the day was spent in trying to get the wagon up a steep little pitch.

The poor, patient oxen were beaten unmercifully, but to no purpose. Six

were young, and pulled down hill instead of up. Finally, after unloading

everything, and taking off the young oxen, and cutting a new road at a dif-

ferent angle, and much beating and yelling, the wagon was brought to the

top just at sunset. Here we camped, having gone about two miles that

day. The first thing in the morning the same stoppage occurred again.

Then Mr. Bunker told them he would not stand it any longer, and that they

must send back for other oxen. There was nothing else to do, and while

one of the young men started home we prepared to camp. On calling a

boy to build a fire I found they had all disappeared. An hour elapsed when

I beheld them emerging from tlie tall grass dragging an antelope, whose

entrails had been eaten out. Their quick eyes had seen in the grass a trail

where something had been dragged, and following it they had secured their

prize, an antelope which had been killed by a leopard (probably), which

had eaten the choice part, and left the rest for another meal. His last meal

was a piece of this meat well seasoned with arsenic, and the next morning

his carcass was found, and a fine skin taken from it. The people frequently

secure meat by watching the vultures in the sky circling over some animal

killed by a wild beast. Happily we were on the bank of a cold mountain

stream, which made sweet music for us gurgling over the rocks. You
would have marveled to see Fannie and the boys, each with a heavy pail

of water on the head, climb that almost precipitous bank, pulling tiiemselves

up by roots and branches. The heat was great during the day.

Friday the postman taking the mail to Mt. Selinda passed our camp,
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and we took out our papers and letters,—a happy little break In the monot-

ony. The new oxen arriving Friday night, we determined to make an

early start in the morning. But using all possible dispatch it was usually two

hours before we were underway. Our establishment now consisted (besides

ourselves)^ of five white men, five men and boys, twelve oxen, two cows and

their calves, two horses, and two donkeys. One of the latter was strangled

that night. The oxen did well, but the road that day can be better imag-

ined than described—across a river whose ford consisted of huge boulders,

and for an hour through such a jungle of bushes, vines, and grass tliat the

foremost oxen could not be seen from the wagon ; and all the time from this

growth the air was filled with the finest indiscernible nettles, which, in spite

of drawn curtains, penetrated every crevice, and drove us nearly frantic with

terrible irritation. This was our first, but by no means our last, encounter

with the pest. The day's journey ended with the descent of a hill two miles

long, where the road was filled with boulders that would have demolished

any ordinary vehicle. I chose to walk this distance. Just at sunset we
reached the Portuguese residency, called Mossurize, and our post office.

We found that tlie Commandante, Mr. Sorejo, with his wife and daughter,

had just arrived from Beira. They soon came to greet us, and though

neither Mrs. Sorejo nor her daughter could speak a word of English, they

were delighted with Paul, little backwoods man that he was in dark blue

cambric dress. We accepted their invitation to dine with them, though the

thought of making a toilet at the end of that long day was rather formidable.

We sat in a beautiful breeze (and I took a dreadful cold) and tlie moonlight,

and partook of an elaborate repast of several courses prepared a la Portu-

guese. We were invited to breakfast Sunday morning, with the request that

we bring Paul with us, and it was a pleasure to see him looking civilized in

a white dress once more. We were obliged to hasten back to prepare for

the short journey Mr. De Beer was determined to make, though it was Sun-

day and against our earnest request. In the afternoon we camped beside a

river in dry grass, which caused me no end of worry all night lest sparks

from the camp fires should be blown by the high wind that came up and the

grass be ignited. The horizon all about was bright with the light of grass fires.

Monday rose misty and damp, and the road was indescribable, so that I

frequently chose to walk, especially down a long, steep hill. At its foot the-

wagon went into a hole, a yoke was broken, and then only ten oxen could

be used. Our only water was from a swamp, and had to be boiled, of course.

Tuesday we traveled until 3.30 p. m. before stopping for dinner, reacliing

the river where we were to leave the wagon and begin the journey on foot..

We were not sorry to take our leave of it, though we knew ther© were weary
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hours before us. Young Mr. De Beer had lost his temper during the day

and driven recklessly, running into trees, and finally smashing the top of

the wagon over our heads. We were very busy preparing the loads for the

carriers, some of whom had already arrived, though Henrv, our Zulu

helper, who had gone on ahead to hire carriers, had not vet arrived.

There were not men enough, and a number of loads had to be left, being

put into the care of Mr. De Beer, who said he should remain there a week
to hunt ; a charge he did not keep very well, for he hid one of the trunks

(containing our silver, photos, and clothing) from Henry, and then toted it

back to ]Mt. Selinda, reporting to Dr. Thompson that he found it out in the

grass, and evidently expecting a reward, which lie did not get.

Fires were all about us again, and I persuaded Mr. Bunker to burn the

grass about the tent. The night was very cold. Though we were up at

five o'clock it was eight before we were fairly started. Taking oft^ shoes and

stockings we forded the river ; Paul was carried in his box strung on a

bamboo pole, over which an awning was fastened, and the pole carried by

two boys. We walked eight or ten miles and stopped for dinner. Once

we were hindered by a grass fire w^hich was burning fiercely before us.

Waiting until it had burned up to us (because there the grass was not so

high), and during a little lull in the wind, we ran through it, as we had also

to do on another occasion. At noon, beside a little stream, we had our

dinner of sweet potatoes and fried chicken ; then a walk of an hour and a

half brought us to a deserted kraal, where we camped for the night. Water
had to be brought from a long distance. The carriers soon had big fires

blazing, and sat about them parching corn and gossiping. After a spot of

bare ground was swept clear of rubbish the tent was put up, my bed and

Mr. Bunker's mat and blankets spread, Paul undressed, fed, and put in his

box, and then we enjoyed a quiet lunch of bread and tea and a salmon

salad I It was very cold and a clear moonlight.

Next morning we began preparations before daylight, but the sun w^as

well up before we were started. One man who had a pretty heavy load

(though he was paid extra, and the load was growing lighter all the time),

started to run away. His friend came and reported it,—a most unusual

thing,—and Mr. Bunker, seizing his gun, started after him, calling him back.

At first he refused, and then denied that he was running away. The day

grew warmer, and the walk harder because of tender feet. To begin with

I had no suitable shoes for walking,—only an old and a new pair. The

latter blistered my feet the first day, being too large, and I was reduced to

the old pair. A day or two of travel over the narrow paths, rough with

stones and stubble, opened these on all sides, and I had to pick my way
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carefully for the rest of the time. We passed a number of deserted kraals,

where the people had probably been driven away by a death or some other

superstitious fear. The country had just been burned over, the leaves on
the trees were shriveled and brown, and the whole landscape black and
drearv looking, and on arriving in camp we always looked of very much the

same complexion as the ground. At sunset we camped beside a little

stream. The men scattered quickly to collect firewood. The night was
very cold. In the earl}' morning we heard a hyena close by as he went off giving

a disappointed howl over the fowls which he had scented, but which he
was too cowardly to attempt to secure.

IMr. Bunker had had great difficulty in securing food for our company of

thirty-five men, from lack of barter cloth and because of the poverty of the

people. (Locusts have almost ruined the country.) So after a cup of

cocoa, taking one man as guide, Mr. Bunker went on ahead to try to find

some game. Antelope came out early in the morning to feed and drink.

As this region had been burned some time and the grass green and tender,

we were not surprised to hear his rifle soon after. A second and a third

shot followed, and the men were wild, for they scented their great luxury,

meat. Some ran on ahead, and returned to tell us that two large antelope

were the booty. A number remained behind to cut up the creatures, and
made no objections to adding from ten to twenty pounds to their already

sufticiently iieavy loads. The path was verv rough, and we camped at 1

p. M. Just at dusk Henry came up with the loads that had been left. It

was then that w^e discovered the loss of the trunk before referred to, and
next day a messenger was sent to Mt. Selinda, to notify Dr. Thompson and
to have the aflair investigated.

Saturda}' morning we had a fearfully hot walk, but stopped about noon,
and had the afternoon for washing and preparations for Sunday. Game
was plentiful, and in ten days Mr. Bunker killed as many antelope. He
killed four on Saturday. The people will often exchange meal and pota-

toes for meat when they will not for cloth.

As much meat as the men could carry was cut up in strips and hung in the

sun to dry. The men seldom have such a feast, and it was a disgusting sight

all day Sunday to see them sitting about their fires and literally stuffing them-
selves. We were camped beside the Beezi, and enjoyed its nice water.

Sunday we were nearly suffocated with the heat, and were most thankful

that it was a day of rest. I baked biscuit in two old fry pans that had lost

their handles, turning one over the other and covering with coals. Services

were held at the kraal. Henry used to " hold a service" with the people
every time he sat down with them., and his earnestness was a sight to gladden
one's heart. They said the missionary's words were true. Poor people I how
our hearts ached for them, bound in their superstition, and not knowing that

tliey were "poor, and naked, and blind."

The night was not much better than the dav. We were up at three, in

order to avoid walking during the heat. Most grateful were we for a breeze
that morning. Usually the men are eager to go ahead, going fast, but

stopping often to rest ; with their noise and singing they frighten all the game
away. But this morning Mr. Bunker made them all stay behind, and we
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went ahead, hardly speaking so much as in a whisper. It was my first near
view of the pretty creatures, for we saw over forty animals during a walk of

less than two liours. I much desired to see buffalo and elephants, but though
we frequently crossed their tracks, we were not favored with a view. Having
an abundance of meat, no effort was made to shoot those who offered a

splendid opportunity, standing and gazing so fearlessly until we were close to

them. Having traveled over twenty miles that morning we camped at one
o'clock, tired, hot, and hungry. Nothing could have tasted more refreshing

than did a little basket of ripe tomatoes about the size of plums brought to us,

and which we devoured on the spot, skinning with our fingers and dipping
in sugar.

Tuesday morning we passed through kraals where some of our boys lived,

and we were the recipients of presents, in return for which presents were
expected and given—a law of the land ! Paul received a chicken ! We
found whooping cougii everywhere, and I was in terror lest Paul should take

it. The women were wild to see the little white baby only seven months
old, and crowded around, but I refused to let the children come near. We
had a tiresome walk in the morning and a long one in the afternoon, and it

seemed to me that night that I was never so tired in my life before. We
wished to reach Mr. Ballantyne, the man who had gone down with our

donkeys to bring up a wagon and goods left by the Beezi the year before.

Taking the donkeys into the " fly country " was an experiment wliich proved
disastrous, causing the death of nearly the whole team of twenty-four.

On our journey up, not knowing the paths, we were at the mercy of the

carriers, who did not liesitate to He as to the distance to tlie next kraal if

they did not wish to travel farther that day, but now Mr. Bunker had been
over the road so many times he knew it as well as they did.

Wednesday we reached a kraal before noon, but I was so utterly weary
that we decided to go no farther. A few days before the people had all run

away from the kraal and hidden in the woods, having heard that a party of

Gungunyana's soldiers was coming, and, the scare having subsided, were just

returning. These men are great cowards.
Our little one had stood the first part of the journey, with its attendant

irregularities of sleep, food, etc., wonderfully well, but he missed the fresh

milk, and Nestle's food was too sweet to agree with him. For several days

he had not seemed well, and in the afternoon he had a high fever. Tlien

followed a hard cold and croup for two niglits. All other anxieties were as

nothing compared witli this. But the same loving Hand controlled in this as

in so many former times of need.

My bed gave out, and I, too, was reduced to a mat. Two days more of

travel through the burning heat brought us to the point on the Beezi River
where we were to take the canoes. Before leaving Mt. Selinda Mr. Bunker
had sent forward two men to go down the river and return witli two large

canoes from the lower Beezi. When we arrived Friday they had not come,
and we were obliged to wait until Monday. Rain added its discomforts

Sunday and Monday. The canoes arrived Sunday afternoon. Most of

Monday was spent in trying to bring the men to terms. They knew they

had us at an advantage, and were, therefore, most exorbitant in their demands.
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If one wants a trial of one's patience, let him try to make a bargain with these

people. When at length arrangements were made, and we were embarked,
one box remained on shore. This the men of both canoes flatly refused to

take. But they had to give in. After the babel and turmoil we had been in

all day, the quiet ride on the river for an hour was blissful, even in a dugout
and with one's limbs cramped for room. The journey of one hundred and
ten miles on the river occupied a week. When the water was shallow, as it

often was, we had to be carried to and from the canoes on the arms oftwo men.
We camped in a cornfield close by the river. A heavy shower fell in the

evening, and everything was drenched. In the tent, 8 x lo feet, we ordinarily

had our two beds and Paul's. One corner was devoted to Fannie, and be-

sides there were table, chair, two trunks, basin and pail of water, etc. When
rain threatened, to this list were added bags of meal, corn, etc., and food

chest. The boxes in the canoes were without any protection. But if one is

to have any peace of mind at all, one must learn to take cheerfully the spoiling

of one's goods, and to say with Paul (though we coukl not quite), "None of

these things move me." The men slept by the fire, having with them their

" sleeping pockets,"—sacks made of braided grass, two or three feet wide and
four feet long, open at one side. Wrapped in their blankets, they crawl into

these and lie with tiie open side to the fire.

For several days we enjoyed much the ride on the river ; when the sun was
merciful and stayed under the clouds it was cooler than on shore. Beautiful

vistas on the river were constantly opening to view
;
crocodiles, disturbed in

their naps on the sand at the first sound of the paddles, slipped into the water.

We saw many flocks of wild geese and ducks, and many aquatic birds. The
water was low, and we were often hindered by the sand bars, never able to

go straight, and often the men had to jump into the water and pull and push
the canoes along. One night the canoes were stuck for an hour just as we
were going to land, and finally a channel had to be scooped out by their

hands. It was dark, and we had to pitch the tent on the loose sand by the

river's edge, where it would have collapsed had there been any wind. The
men, lighting bundles of dry grass for torches, hastened to go for firewood.

We saw lions' tracks, but they were old. On several occasions we heard
them roar, but were never disturbed by them.
We passed many kraals on the banks, indicated by cornfields and banana

groves. There is a large population here compared with that of the hills.

As we neared the mouth of the Beezi we saw the occasional house of a

trader or Banyan. The natives showed their contact with civilization (?) in

the abundance of cloth, and their fiices debauched by the white man's drink

and vices. At one kraal where we stopped for the night we found a

Portuguese, who, having gotten a little money in Beira, had come out, built

a single room, and hired one of the women, and lived there rotting body and soul.

We should have reached Beira Saturday night, but we were first deceived
hy a white man, and then by the men of the canoes, so that Sunday morning
found us seven miles from Beira in a swamp and with no water. So we
were obliged to finish the journey that morning, having taken nearly a month
to go a distance which at home could have been traversed in half a day.

And we thanked God for all the loving-kindness that had followed through
every step of the way.
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This journey was undertaken that we might be ready to begin the work in

Beira. But now the Christian churches in America are saying, We have
no money for this needy field," and after waiting months, hoping for the word
" Go forward," we hear, "There is no money ; the Lord's treasury is empty."
Christian friends, what does it mean ?

And I rejoiced to think God's greatness
Flowed around our incompleteness

—

Round our restlessness, his rest. —Mrs. Bro-wning.

ITEMS FROM THE FRIDAY MEETING, SEPTEMBER i8th.

This morning, though rain and wind kept some at home, many earnest

workers came together and learned a lesson of faith and earnest purpose.
Our treasurer, Mrs. J. B. Leake, occupied the chair, and after the h\'mn and
a prayer by Mrs. Converse, who learned from Mary Lyon to love missions,

she read Luke iv. 16-32. The dear old words never seemed to mean so

much, and their power was greatly increased by Mrs. Leake's short applica-

tion, the substance of which follows: "Last evening I had not determined
what to read here this morning, but in the night I heard a voice saying, "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the

gospel to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted." When I

tried in my sleep to find out whence came this voice, I seemed to see a moon
or a planet about as large as our earth, and upon it here and there were
many robed figures from whom the voice came. I felt no doubt that they

were our missionaries, Mrs. Logan, Miss Porter, Miss Jones, Miss Bissell,

Miss Shattuck, and others who, living in distant places, giving their lives to

save others, imitating Christ, have a right to use these words. I awoke with

a feeling of great gratitude, and of anxiety that our missionaries should be
kept by God and helped. But I was more grateful than anxious. It seemed
easy to commit these lives to our Father's care. We might count them long
now if measured by what they have accomplished, and we can trust Him to

protect them. We can pray with all confidence for Miss Shattuck alone in

Oorfa, to whom no missionary can go, that our God will shelter and bless her."

After a pra3'er for our missionaries. Miss Wright read a letter from Mrs.
Cole, of Bitlis, Turkey, in which she said : "Your namesake, our little Mary,
was as happy and merry a child as one could wish to see till that dreadful

25th of October, the day of the massacre, when all day long we expected an
attack, and Mr. Cole was away from home, at Sassoun. Little Mary said :

' O mamma, if the Turks come I shall throw myself on you. They shall not

kill you without killing me. But you know the Bible says, "Fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul.'" Again she said, ' Oh,
if I could once more look into my dear papa's face !

'
" It is good to know

that Mrs. Cole and her little daughter are now resting in this country.

Miss Wright presented a thank-offering, which arrived late last week, by

Mrs. Richardson, formerly of Turkey,—a treasured coin in memory of little
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Helen, "who came to us five years ago to-da}', and now sleeps beside Miss
Nicholson and Mrs. Mary Bliss Chambers, in Erzroom." It was a quarter

lira^ a small gold coin with the signature of the Sultan on one side, worth
one dollar and ten cents in our money.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Tkeasurer.

Receipts from August 10 to September 10, 1896,

ILLINOIS.

Branch.—Miss Mary I. Heattie, of Rock-
ford, Treas. Cliicaoo, Miss Sarah Pol-
lock, 50, First Ch., 76.90, New England
Cli., Elizabeth Mott Chesbrough, 1.18,

Kenwood Evan. Ch., 38 ; Lake View, Ch.
of the Redeemer, 4.30; Longwood, G.
Moon, 1, South Ch., 71, Union Park Ch.,

57, Warren Ave. Ch., of wh. 18 is Th.
Off., 30; Danvers, 6.35; Decatur, 5; Des
Plaines, Mrs, A. A. Young, 5; Evanston,
First Ch., 125; Glencoe, 9.65; Hinsdale,
235; Joy Prairie, 35; Kewanee, Th. Off.;

13.71; La Grange, 26; La Harpe, 9;
Lyonsville, 7.50; .Mendon,5; Oak Park,
First Ch., 113; Ontario, 20.25; Peoria,
Plymouth Ch.,4; Pittsfield, 9.25 ; Prince-
ton, 12; Rock Falls, 10; Rockford, Sec-
ond Ch., 22.75, Class No. 22, 3.67, Th.
Off. meeting held in Chicago, Sept. ith,

including 25 from M. H. P., China,
147.35, 1,154 16

Junior: Chicago, Pilgrim Ch., 10 00

Y. P. M. S. : Galesburg, Knox College, 24 35

C. E.: Chicago, Union Park Ch., 50 00

Juvenile: Aurora, First Ch., 3.13; Joy
Prairie, 6.25; Oak Park, First Ch., 40, 49 38

Junior C. E.: " Kewanee, 5; La Grange,
1.20; Rogers Park, 1, 7 20

Total, 1,295 09

Branch.—Mrs, C. E, Rew, of Grinnell,
Treas. Algona, 9.25; Ames, 5; l^urling-

ton, 56.20; Cedar Rapids, 1.84; Central
City, 16.25; Charles City, 10; Chester
Center, 6.92; Des Moines, German Ch.,

5, Plymouth Cli.,4.60; Eldora, 50; Farra-
gut, 7; Genoa Bluffs, 3.95; Grinnell,
21.30; Humboldt, 15; Iowa Citv, A
Friend, 2; Iowa Falls, 11; Le Mars, 10.90;

iVIanchester, 47; .McGregor, 9.20; Mt.
Pleasant, 25.55; Old Man's Creek, 10;

Pilgrim, 10; Red Oak, 30; Salem, 15;
South Ottumwa, 5; Victor 10; Wateiloo,
Mrs. Roger Leavitt, 100, Miss Lucy O.
Leavitt, 20; AVells, Mrs, I. W, Brownell,
26cts.; Winthrop, 13, 531 22

Junior : Genoa Bluffs, King's Daughters,
3; Marion, Y. P. M. S., 15, 18 00

C. E. : Clinton, 5; Eldora, 40; Harlan, 5;
Prairie City, 1 ; Waucoma, 5; Wells, 1, 57 00

Juvknile: Grinnell, Busy Bees, S.Br,,
4 43; W, Br,, 8.10,

Junior C, E.: Le Mars, 1; Lewis, 5; Ot-
tumwa, First Ch,, 9; Red Oak, 7, 22 00

12.53

Sunday Schools: Big Rock, 2; Burling-
ton, 25; Eldora, 9,50; Grinnell, 2.93, 39 43

Total, 680 18

KANSAS.
Branch,—Mrs, T, S, ."Vinson, of Topeka,
Treas. Athol,4; Gavlord, 3.45; Topeka,
First Ch., 40,46, St, .M'ary's, 5,

C, E.: Chapman, 6,25; Kirwin,3; Leaven-
worth, 10; Osawatoniie, 2; Overbrook,
2.70; Westmoreland, 2,

Junior: Kirwin,
Special: For Bible Woman, Sivas, Chap-
man, 2.36; Topeka, .Mis. A. Ripley, 50
cts., Central Ch,, 2; Waubansee, 1.25,

Less expenses.

Total,

MICHIGAN.
Branch.-l\Trs, Robert Cami»bell, of Ann
Arbor, Treas. Allegan, 6.50; Green-
ville, 6.10; Grand Rai)i(ls, Smith Me-
morial Ch., 5, St. Joseph. 12..50 ; Sault
Ste. .Marie, 1,50; Three Oaks, 5,27; Michi-
gan, A Friend, 25,

Thank Offering: Whittaker,
Junior: Detroit, Woodward Ave. Ch., 23;
Hancock, 23,

C. E. : Grand Rapids, Second Ch,, 10; So.
Haven, 15; Traverse City, 13.45,

Total,

MINNESOTA.
Branch.—Mrs, J. F. Jackson, 139 East
University Ave., St. Paul, Treas. Aus-
tin, 7.05; "Excelsior, 2; Fairmont, 11.26;
Faribault, 14 85; Hawley. 3.09; IMaple-
ton, 13.33; iVIiiineapolis, Forest Heights
Ch.. 7.50, Mizpah Ch., 1; Montevideo,
2.50; Northfield, 44.55; Owatonna, 20.40;
St. Charles, 5.14; Silver Lake, 4.43;
Taopi,2.05; Waseca, 16; Winona, First
Ch., 88, Second Ch., 19.75,

Junior: Northfield, 11.70; Winona, First
Ch., 75.

C. E. : Minneapolis, Pilgrim Ch., 1.51, Rob-
binsdale Ch., 5; Spring Valley, 25,

Junior C. E. : Ada, 5.08; Taopi, 60 cts.,

Sunday Schools: Lake City, 1.21; Minne-
apolis, Fremont Ave, Ch., 5, Prim.
Dep't, 33 cts,, Mizpah Ch,, 1,50,
Plymouth Ch., Immanuel Branch, 10;
Orrock, 78 cts., Rochester, 2.35,

2,5 95
1 00

6 11

85 97
1 10

84 87

61 87
12 46

46 00

38 45

262 90

86 70

31 51

5 68

21 17
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Specials: Minneapolis, Plvmouth Ch.,
Junior C. E., 17.50; St. Paul, l^ethany
Ch., C. E., 33 00

Less expenses, 20 59

Total, 437 87

MISSOURI.

Branch.—Mrs. C. isr. Adams, 4427 Mor{:;an

St., St. Louis, Treas. lirookfield, 3;
Kansas City, S. AV. Tabernacle Ch., lo;

Kidder, 5; Xeosha, 9.55; Pierce City, 10

;

Springfield. First Cli., 8.62; St. Louis,
Pilgrim Ch., 35, Compton Hill C!i., 3;
Webster Groves, 20.68; Windsor, 1, 105 85

Junior: St. Louis, Pilp:rim Ch., 10 00

C. E.— Krookfield, 5; Joplin, 1.10; Thayer,
7.30; Windsor, 5, 18 40

Junior C. E.: De Soto, 2 00

Sunday Schools: Aurora, 4.87; Brook-
field, 7,

Total,

11 87

148 12

MONTANA.
Union: Mrs. H. E. Jones, of Livingston,
Treas. Castle,

Juvenile; Helena, const. C. H. Member
Wee Folks Band,

Sunday Schools: Columbus,

Total,

50
1 50

NORTH DAKOTA.
Branch.—Mrs. C. H. Phillips, of James-
town, Treas. Buxton, 5; Caledonia, 4;
Cummings, 4.45; Grand Forks, 10;
Jamestown, 2.70, 26 15

C. E.—Buxton, 5; Cummings, 5, 10 00
Junior C. E.: Cummings, 3; Jamestown,

2.05, 5 05

Total, 41 20

Branch.—Mrs. Geo. H. Ely, of Elyiia,
Treas. Brecksville, 11.33; Chatham, 7;
Cleveland, Euclid Ave. Ch., 70.87, Hough
Ave. Ch., 7.50; Dayton, Central Ch., 5;
Elyria, 81.75; Freedom, Friends, 2;
Lindenville, 6; Mantua, Friends, 3;
Oberlin, 70; Painesville, 32; Randolph,
Mrs. .Meriam, 5; Ruggles, 20.40; Toledo,
Central Ch., 10, 331 85

C. E.: Akron, First Ch., 7..50, West Ch.,
10; Cincinnati, Walnut Hills Cli., 10;
Cleveland, Trinitv Ch., 10; Newton
Falls, 5; Twinsburg, 10; Wellington,
10, 62 50

Juvenile: Lorain, M. B., 5; Ruggles,
Coral Workers, 5; Shan don, INI. B. of
Junior C. E., 5, 15 00

Thank Offering: Parkman, H. A. C, 2 00

Less expenses.

Total,

411 35'

72 70

338 65

SOUTH DAKOTA.
Branch.—Mrs. W. R. Kingsbury, of Sioux

Falls, Treas. Alcester, 6.50; Armour,
7.50; Beresford, 5; Buffalo Gap, 2.25;
Sioux Falls, 6.50, 27 75

C. E. Alcester, 3.50; Yankton, 5, 8 50

Junior C. E. : Columbia,
Thank Offering : Sioux Falls,

Total,

5 00
13 50

54 75

WISCONSIN.
Branch. —Mrs. R. Coburn, of White-
water, Treas. Appleton, 10; lieloit,
First Ch., 17.25; Clinton, 6.25; Cooks-
ville, 3.38; Evansville, 13.50 ; Ft. Atkin-
son, 6.55; Milwaukee, Grand Ave. Ch.,
25; Racine, 1160; Stoughton, 2.15, 95 68

Junior: Ft. Atkinson, 10; Janesville,
Loani Band, 25; Wyoming, 1.82, 36 82

C. E.: lirodhead, 5; Colnmbns, 10; Eau
Claire, 30; Fulton, 5; Milton, 10; New
Riclnnond, 2.50, 62 50

Junior C. E.: Milton, 10; Racine, 5;
Stoughton, 2, 17 00

Special: Janesville, Mrs. Frank D. Jack-
son, 2.00; Wisconsin, sale of leaflets,

5.60, 7 60

Less expenses,
219 60

4 28

Total, 215 32
Life Members: Milwaukee, Grand Ave.
Ch., Aux., Mrs. Josephine T. Holbrook;
Janesville, Loani Band, Miss Susie Jef-
fries.

Omission: From October Life and
Light, Darlington, Aux., 15. Total
correct.

CALIFORNIA.

Pasadena.—yw%% H. M. Bliss, 5 QO

Total, 5 00

CHINA.

Tientsin.—Vixwz Chuang Mission Band,
Edwards Chappell Porter, Treas., 8 42

Total,

IDAHO.

^oise.—Weiser, Y. P. S. C. E.

Total.

NEW MEXICO.

Albuquerque.—A Friend,

Total,

8 42

3 90

3 90

10 00

10 00

MISCELLANEOUS.
Interest on permanent investment, 150;

sale of leaflets, 21.87; boxes, 5.52; envel-
opes, 55 cts.; AV. F. B. cards. 60 cts.

;

Covenant cards, 50 cts; cash, 75 cts., 179 79

Receipts for month, 3,668 94

Previously acknowledged, 50,990 98

Total since Oct. 24, 1895, $54,659 92

ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND.

Michigan.—Ann Arbor Ch., 40

Wisconsin.—li.\khovn, 10 00

3/isce?/aneoiiS.— Collection box at Rooms, 3 50

Receipts for month,
Previously acknowledged,

13 90
582 26

Total, §596 16

Mrs. AJ.FRED B. WiLLCOX,
Ass't Tie^s,
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