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A PRAYER.

BY ELLA GILBERT IVES.

Holy Spirit, heavenly dew,

Fertilize this soil anew;

Bid the lily and the rose

Blossom in this garden close.

Hosea xiv. 3,

Holy Spirit, gentle rain,

Shower again this arid plain,

Till the tender grasses spring,

And the birds with rapture sing.

Psalms Ixxii. 6.

Holy Spirit, in my heart

As a living fountain start;

Quicken all my barren powers,

Till the desert teem with flowers.

John iv. j4

Holy Spirit, through my soul

As a mighty river roll

;

Make a channel deep and broad

For the plenteous grace of God.

John vii j8.
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EXTRACTS FROM MISSION REPORTS.

The Mission Reports that have been coming to us during the summer have been

so full of interest we wish to share a few items with our readers. We regret that our

limited space prevents our giving much more of the richness contained in them. We
shall find many causes for thanksgiving for our meeting in November.

FROM THE MARATHI MISSION.

The Record of Work.—The record of our mission work contains many-

sad things in connection with the famine and the plague, and, also, many a

sigh on account of the limitations placed upon us by the long-continued

reductions in this time of special need. Many an opening for promising

work has had to be passed by, many a call for new schools unheeded, many
a bright boy or girl has been denied entrance to our boarding schools, be-

cause of the severe restrictions that have been placed upon us. Eternity

alone can compute the differences which must result from these denials,

—

the difference to a village, for instance, whether it is given a school at its

request, a Christian teacher, and the Word of God, or whether it be left to

grope in the darkness of heathenism ! But the record is not all of sadness.

Many bright spots meet the eye as we glance over the year's work. One is

reminded of Jonathan, as he goes over to the garrison of the Philistines,

saying, " It may be that the Lord will work for us ; for there is no restraint

to the Lord to save by many or by few." No year in the previous history

of our mission has witnessed so large an ingathering in our churches as this

year of 1S96. Our schools, so far as they have not been disorganized by

the famine, are reported as in good condition, and our evangelistic work

is being carried on with the usual vigor, although, perhaps, with a smaller

force of preachers. Hence we enter hopefully upon the work of the new
year, praying that the Lord of the harvest will soon remove the difficulties

and restrictions with which we are now surrounded, and that the waste

places may soon bring forth fruits to the glory of his great name.

The Plague and the Bible Wo?ne?i in Bombay.—Out of one district,

where the women work, four hundred shops were closed, and the people fled

to other towns and villages. House after house was vacant. Of those who
remained some were eager to listen in their great sorrow ; others were greatly

frightened. At one time the women found the doors shut against them, and

when they inquired of a neighbor the reason, she said: "You must not

come here ; we are afraid of you. You work in Camatipura, and you will

bring the plague here
;
go away quickly," and she also shut the door. At

another place, on asking the reason for similar treatment, the women said :

14 Who knows but you are spies. Go away. The Queen-Empress is send-
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ing this plague to punish us because somebody defaced her statue. You
work for the white folks, and what more they will do who knows, if vou
will tell about us; go away." One woman said: " If you come here you
will report if anyone is ill, and the police will take them away to the hos-

pital, where they cut the livers of our people to make medicine for the white
people." Some say: " Why are you not afraid? Why do you walk our

plague-stricken streets? Does your God give you a charmed life? If your

Jesus will promise to stop the plague, we will all become Christians at

once." It has been a matter of very great thankfulness that the Bible

women have gone on, as usual, bravely to their work ; and when I once
suggested that if any were afraid to go I might be able to find them work
elsewhere, they said, " The people never needed us more than now

;
why

should we be afraid ?" They have appropriated the ninety-first Psalm, and
gone fearlessly to their work, and the Lord has, indeed, kept them from all

harm. This very immunity from the plague has maddened some of the

people against them, and some Mahomedans have been known to pray that

the Christians, too, might have the plague !

The Girls' Boarding School at AJwiednagar

.

—The year closes with

about two hundred names on the rolls, of which seventy-three are enrolled

in the Anglo-Vernacular Standards. Six of our brightest little ten-year

olds are ambitiously preparing to compete next September at the Govern-

ment Scholarship Examination, and although there are only two scholar-

ships available, each of the six expects to be one of the favored two

!

Government scholarships have been held by different pupils in our school

for four years, and this fact has raised the school in the estimation of not

only the Government Inspector, but of other Government officials, as well

as of the Hindu community here in Ahmednagar.

Boarding Circles.—The accounts of the Boarding Department have

been well kept, and the necessary supplies efficiently provided by our " Busi-

ness Agent," a graduate of our Theological Seminary, who also instructs

the three highest Bible classes in school, and on Saturdays meets the candi-

dates for admission to the church. The school owes much to Miss Nugent

for her efficient management of the Boarding Circles. According to the

present arrangement, the matrons appreciate in a far more suitable degree

their responsibilities toward their boarders, and are far more helpful to

them, and are, therefore, in turn, regarded with greater affection and con-

fidence by the girls. The dormitories have been full, and two houses in

another part of the compound have been ceded by the mission to serve as

dormitories. But even with these additional circles of six each, the three

larger old dormitories still have sixteen crowded into each. It has been
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difficult to refuse any applicants this term ; there have been urgent reasons

for accepting each new candidate,—reasons too urgent to be turned aside

by a no-money argument. When looking down into the wistful, upturned

faces of the petitioners, and reading in them the prophecies of ruin, on the

one hand, in case of refusal, and, on the other, of a good and useful life in

case of acceptance,—one cannot help believing that the money will come
somehow. Already, in this short month and a half, we note changes for

good in these girls that justify our weakness, if it be a weakness indeed, in

consenting to go beyond means in hand, and trust to means that—well, that

may come ! We are reminded here of a remark made by one of our teach-

ers when asked if she could afford to send her daughter (who has finished

the course here) to a certain school where fees are high, it being the only

school where the girl could go on with her studies. " Why not?" she said.

" Shall I hesitate in my duty to her simply because it does not rain?"

A Sad Story of a Widow.—Mrs. E. S. Hume writes :
" One day a

Brahman widow, almost unclad, appeared just as we were going out to

the wedding of a young Scotch missionary friend. She was a woman of

commanding manner and appearance, such as few suffering widows possess
;

but she fell at my feet asking me to have pity, and begging me to listen to

a few words, since one of my own teachers, who knew her sorrows, had

told her she might come fearlessly and tell me her tale. It was a case of

wedding joy or widow's tears ; and I could not resist the latter, so, with

closed doors, I listened to an unwritten history for an hour. Then came

the closing sentence, ' And now I have come for two words of peace.' It

was a blessed keynote, and the fourteenth chapter of John never seemed

better adapted to a sufferer's needs than it did that forenoon. When I read

' Peace I leave with you,' she asked, 4 Who promised that?' 4 Peace I give

unto you !
'

4 Who can promise that? Who can give peace to one like me?

I must not let my heart be troubled ! After you have heard the tale of my
sorrows do you say that to me ?

' Over and over we read it, then we prayed

together ; she consenting, though not kneeling, to all my petition for her.

When twelve o'clock came she said to me :
' Now I must go

;
they will

search for me in the temple of Rama, and unless I air found I shall suffer

as never before. But you are like a sister, and although I plainly tell you

I may never become what you desire,—a Christian,— still this visit will not

end here ! It has done good, and will still bear fruit ! I did not come to

ask for your religion, but to find you ! I cried for two words of peace.

You have filled my heart with them. Now send me away. I may never

see you again, but if I am turned away again, I shall know your gate ! No
one lets me stand in their presence, nor allows my shadow to fall across
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them. I may not darken another's door, but you have made me sit on a

bench beside you.' This woman was tall, elegant in bearing, attractive to

fascination, and her words so full of a marvelous pathos in every sentence

she uttered, that I grieve to have heard no more of them. But her story,

in short, was this :
4 I was married when only five years of age. Since that

time I have been full of sorrow. But I soon became a widow, and then my
father and mother took care of me, though I was kept secure in their home.

My father and mother died some years ago, and since I was fifteen years of

age I have been with some of their relatives, who let me work on our fields

and earn an honorable living. Then my mother's own brother came along,

and persuaded me to come to his house. I hoped for kindness, but I have

been their slave from that day. Never one cent, and only the leavings of

their food ! The cooking, the washing, is all my work, and if enough is

left from the family meal, then I am a thief if I eat it. This is what hap-

pened this forenoon ; and because hungry I dared eat at ten o'clock I was,

after a beating, turned into the street naked. Your teacher saw me thus.

She saw some one, in pity, throw out this rag (a soiled old piece of un-

bleached cotton, which covered one leg and a part of her body, one end

being drawn up to cover her shaven head), and I begged of another this

red rag to cover the other leg, and then I asked if there was a place in the

world where I could hear a kind word, or listen to two words of peace!'

Will not the friends who read these lines of the sorrows of one heart, pray

for this sister who had never heard of Christ, and for those of whom she is

a fair type, who, hidden away, are kept from every possibility of learning

or knowing of anything that shall bring them peace or comfort. This

woman may have died of the plague ! Who knows ! I can only thank

God for the opportunities of that morning ! When I asked her whether

she had been led astray, she replied :
4 Lady, I might have been, and sat

with jewels on my neck and arms, with a frontlet on my brow, and gems

would have bedecked my ears, had I yielded to the machinations of my
uncle, and the desires of his friends to betray me into a life of glittering

slavery ! Because I would not I am in rags, and am said to steal if I once

really eat !
'
"

" Praise to the Lord for the message of gladness,

' God loved the world so, he gave his own Son !

'

Tribes of all climes, in their sin and their sadness,

Share in his love, and their Saviour is one.

Light on life's dark things we find in the Word
Fraught with all joy and peace. Praise to the Lord !

"
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FROM THE MADURA MISSION.

Bible Women's Work.—This department of our work is bright, and full

of promise. It has developed rapidly, and is destined to work a change

upon the face of society. So long as Satan holds the wives and mothers, he

is content to let us do our utmost upon the other elements of society ; he will

still hold the nation. But by the faithful, earnest work of these sixty-seven

Bible women now in our employ, a movement is being inaugurated that

will prove a great blessing.

Mrs. Tracy says that 44 village life is utterly stagnant. The women gossip

and quarrel, and go their round of domestic duties, caring for little else. It

is one of the sad features of the life of natives in India that there is no such

thing as what we in the West call 4 home life.' Disorder, low ideas, and

ignorance prevail. We want to break in upon and break up this monoto-

nous existence, substituting the new, stimulating life of faith in Christ Jesus,

both to Christians and non-Christians. This is the work which we aim to

do by the Bible woman. A caste woman in Periakulam, who had been in-

structed by the Bible woman, told the pastor how she had found healing for

her sins ; that the new religion was to her what breath is to her body ; that

she wanted baptism and a new name. She has since been received into the

church, and adorns her profession."

Mrs. Holton writes: "One of my Bible women works among the high-

class women, and reports their condition as most wretched : they are slaves

to their servants. If they see a hawk flying over head they cry, 4 Call our

lady ; here is our god flying ;' and at once the harem ladies worship. If a

woman offers them sacred ashes, saying, 4 Siva, Siva,' they reverently take

it and rub it on their foreheads. The servants tell them that they must make

a vow to Krishna Swami, and immediately the purse is opened, and the ser-

vants get the benefit of it. All the Bible women report increasing interest

among the women in learning to read and in asking questions about the

Bible, Jesus, and our religion."

Miss M. M. Root's eighteen Bible women are doing work in sixty-three

villages, having added five new ones during the year. The total number of

pupils is 700. She writes that 44 the men, on the whole, do not oppose as

much as formerly, though there are still those who refuse to allow their

wives to read. One of the women in a recent report says :
4 The general

idea of the heathen in regard to the Bible women's work is, that whatever

house is entered by a Bible woman the family god of that house deserts it.

By this they almost realize that Christ is greater than their gods.' A man

noticed a woman reading a little book of Scripture selections called 4 Angels'
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Message/ and advised her not to read it, because the words Jesus and Christ

are found therein. He said the family goddess would leave if she did. The
woman replied :

' If she goes away let her go ; she is not a goddess. The
true God alone created us. Our men will let their women go to the dramas,

where ugly words are spoken, but will not allow them to read these books

that contain good instruction.'
"

Miss Swift writes as follows :
" Within four years the number of pupils

has more than trebled. The missionary lady at Madura in 1867 counted

it a great opportunity when invited to one house to instruct the women.
Now we cannot meet the demands for teachers, and are forced to refuse

many pupils. We have also dropped quite a number of the older pupils,

although they would be glad to continue with us, in order to properly care for

the newer ones who are coming to us. Separate houses numbering 4,310 have

been visited during the year, 914 of which belong to those of our regular

pupils. A total of 1,724 have studied under our direction. Three Bible

women are rendering assistance to the pastors of the city churches, receiv-

ing their support from the churches, and have proved themselves valuable

aids. One of them has frequently visited a suburb of Madura with the

pastor's wife, and nine persons have united with the church as the result of

their work. One is conducting a Sunday school for the mill employees, and

others are holding neighborhood prayer meetings in Hindu homes on Sun-

days. There are twenty-two such places where we may hold meetings. As
I see these women in their homes, and gain some comprehension of the

forces at work to influence their lives, the wonder is, not that none do not

openly confess Christ, but that they will permit us to come to them at all and

talk so freely of their sin and their need of a Saviour. When I sit beside a

Hindu woman in her home and enter into her circumstances, with an un-

derstanding of her environment, it seems a wonderful thing for her to tell me
with the utmost earnestness that she no longer visits the temple, nor wor-

ships any idol, nor wears the marks of any god upon her forehead, but puts

her whole trust in Jesus. And when her love of prayer and responsiveness

to Scripture teaching prove the truth of what she says, we truly rejoice in

her as one alive from the dead. Such incidents are of frequent occurrence."

The Madura Girls' Training School.—" The total number of pupils

has been 195,—about twenty more than last year. The increase has been en-

tirely in day scholars, as our accommodations do not allow us to admit more

than about 120 as boarders. Most of the day scholars and a number of the

boarders form a large Primary department, which serves both as a Station

school for Madura and vicinity, and a Practicing school for the Normal stu-

dents. The upper classes are recruited by students from the other Primary
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schools in the district, and the training class contains students from Tuticorin,

Karur, and Trichinopoly. The present training class contains seventeen

students. These girls spend a part of their time in the study of method and

school management under the instruction of their teacher, and part of their

time in teaching in the Primary classes. Twice a week some girl gives a

lesson before her teachers and classmates, who criticise her method. Model

lessons are also given by the teachers.

"Thus far we have been able to secure very few pupils for the High

School, but the desire on the part of both pupils and parents for higher edu-

cation is increasing, and we now have many in our Middle School English

classes who will soon be ready to fill up the ranks. When English was first

introduced into the school, there was every reason for discouragement. The

pupils were unwilling to study it, and every one said, i Of what use is Eng-

lish to these girls?' But now the desire for English is almost universal.

We are glad to report that our pupils have made great improvement in this

study within the last few years, and we are encouraged to press on. We
consider it most important for several reasons that those who have the ability

should study English. So few books are written in Tamil, that a teacher

who cannot read English is debarred from much valuable material for her

work. Then, too, a High School education cannot be acquired in Tamil, and

students who have studied in the Middle School, as a rule, are immature, and

capable of teaching only elementary subjects. Moreover we already have

had many applications for higher-grade teachers who can teach English.

" The progress made by our pupils during the year has, on the whole,

been gratifying. The results of our school promotion examinations have

been much better than a year ago. Our third standard of twentv-four chil

dren all passed without exception. On examining the English papers of

the Middle School class my attention was called to a case of marked nn

provement. Some four or five years ago a dirty, ragged, unkempt little

girl was brought to our school from one of the neighboring villages. She
seemed as unpromising and unattractive a specimen of humanity as one often

sees. To-day she is a pretty, well-mannered girl, the first in her class in

English, and, best of all, a sincere Christian and church member. The re-

sults of government examinations, with one exception, have been satisfactory

The result of written examinations for lower secondarv teachers' certificates

seems to have been poor throughout the presidency Our upper secondary
and primary candidates all received trained certificates. A primary candi-

date stood first in the first class in the presidency of those granted trained

teachers' certificates. In the recent primary examination all pupils presented
from our school passed. In the Bible union examination of the mission a

first-form girl won the standard prize."
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" Praise to the Lord for the trust Christ, ascending.

Bid his disciples fulfill in His name •.

' Publish to all men God's mercy transcending;

O'er earth's wide circuit my kingdom proclaim!'

Thus from a far land to us came the Word
Down from that distant time. Praise to the Lord !

"

THE YEAR AT HASSKEUY, CONSTANTINOPLE.

[August 26, 1S96 to June, 1897.]

Relief.—When the conditions of affairs in Hasskeuy'became known, after

the massacre and pillage of August 26th and 27th, not a day was lost. The
thousand fugitives gathered in the church were visited, the officers in charge

of the place were conferred with, and relief was at once undertaken. This

was continued through all the autumn, winter, and spring, and in a modified

form is still going on. The steady purpose has been to change relief, as far

as possible, into some form of self-support.

Earliest Form of Relief.—Heavy bedquilts, unbleached cotton, print,

sewing implements, hosiery, handkerchiefs and combs, were bought by

wholesale, and were systematically given out according to the number and

needs of each pillaged family, a carefully detailed record being kept of

every family or individual so aided. In addition a small sum of money was

given, averaging eighty cents to a family, and forty cents to a man or woman

living alone. A Bible or Testament from the American Bible Society was

offered to those who could read, and was often gladly accepted. After six

weeks, supplies of secondhand clothing replaced the new material bought;

but as long as the cold weather lasted the demand for more yorgkans (heavy

bed coverings) never ceased, for the yorghan had to take the place both of

bed and bed covering. As winter came on distributions of coal were pro-

vided for Tickets were given out on regular days by a gentleman who,

knowing the people well, was able to judge of their needs, and it is believed

this work was so thoroughly done that the people were kept comfortably

warm in their homes during the cold weather. Special aid was given to

prisoners. They were helped while still in prison, and on being released

had some small sums given to them from a special fund devoted to this ser-

vice. Many sick and wounded were sent to hospitals. Some persons,

believing themselves to be in special danger, received a little help to leave

the country, and much thought and work were given to securing the neces-

sary permits and tezkeres for them, and for the widows and orphans who

were sent abroad. Men who had lost everything were helped with money
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to begin over again ; but the applicants were so numerous, and their spoliation

so complete, that this portion of the relief work was the most anxious and per-

plexing of all'. Several persons received aid for repairing their houses.

Money has been given a few times in aid of funeral expenses. Terror,

exposure, and despair are doing their work all along, and the victims of

those August days are still following one another to the grave. Mothers

with very young children have been helped with money given for this special

purpose. Since the first week in March the widows, or mothers and sisters

dying in the massacre, or as the result of it, have been receiving a few pi-

asters weekly. The number at first aided has been a good deal enlarged by

the return of fugitives in a more destitute condition than when they took

flight. Though so many were not at first counted upon, the gentleman who
has it in charge hopes to be able to continue it through June. At one time

in the year a great many letters were exchanged with persons interested for

the sufferers. They wrote from Germany, Switzerland, Cyprus, Egypt and

England. The objects of this correspondence were each and all special

cases, but letters could only receive attention at night; the day had to be

given to the throng that filled the rooms and waited in the street in that early

time of utter want. Much time has been given to personal interviews.

When men and women have come full of want and perplexity, other busi-

ness has been made, if possible, to give place. They have had the first

chance. Their story has been heard, their case has been carefully consid-

ered, and, if needful, noted down for further investigation. As much as

time and strength have permitted houses have been visited, and special care

has been given to the sick and infirm, and to lonely, aged women.
Industries.—The knitting industry was started the last of January. The

first week forty-three names of knitters were enrolled
;
by the last week in

May one hundred and seventy-one names had been written, and one hundred

and seventy pairs of socks were brought in that week. It is a very popular

industry with the workers, and if sale could be found for these well-knitted

socks it might become a permanent one. The money at first given by Miss

Hay has been thus far sufficient to buy the yarn and pay the knitters. In

the early winter some women began making needle lace to order. Later,

others took up the work, doing as much as they were able. If the lace

brought was satisfactory it was paid for, and the makers were encouraged to

do more. In the spring a new industry was ventured upon. Very few

persons have been employed upon it as yet, but it is hoped that orders from

England and America will be secured, and that the skill of Hasskeuy women
who in better days made delicious sweets for their own home use, may now
be turned to account as a means of livelihood.
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Co-operation in Work and Sympathy.—-The committee at the head of the

Armenian community have appeared to be in full sympathy, and have worked
in co-operation with the central relief work. They have been encouraged to

this by the highest authority in their own church. The Armenian Patriarch

has visited Hasskeuy twice within a few months. On occasion of his first visit

the missionary workers and the pastor called upon him. They were glad to

make him acquainted with their methods, and they showed themselves ready

to give careful attention to any suggestion he might make. Some time later

the Patriarch sent a letter to Miss Gleason, written in terms of warmest

Christian sympathy, and expressing his cordial thanks for the work being

done for his people. On the sixty-sixth anniversary of the dedication of the

Armenian church in Hasskeuy the Patriarch was present, and conducted a

long and splendid ritual service, which crowds attended. For that Sunday

the Protestant service was discontinued. Just before leaving Hasskeuy that

day the Patriarch, attended by the chief Armenians of the community, paid

a visit at the mission house.

Home and Schools.—The looted mission house was made the center of

operations from the beginning. During several days of each week the

workers came to it from Prote and Bebek in the morning, and returned by

the last evening boats. About the middle of November the people were

rejoiced to see an American home in their midst once more. They said

that nothing else could have given them a feeling of such security. It was

opened for their sakes. In it was one who spoke their own language, one

whom they had known for years. They began to come back to the deserted,

desolate houses, choosing by preference those that were nearest to the

mission house. On the 23d of November a school in two departments was

opened in the two lower rooms of the mission house. Two Armenian

teachers were employed, and after the Easter holidays a third was added.

The pupils are all Armenians. Early in June there were one hundred and

eight in attendance. One hundred and twenty-three names have been en-

rolled. Of these, some have been sent away to orphanages, some have left

town. Several have been dismissed as being too young, who might have

continued in a kindergarten proper, but in such a crowded room there was

no place for them. Applications for admission are frequent.

School Festivals.—The children had their Santa Claus and songs and

recitations at Christmas time in the schoolrooms. On the first Sunday in

May a Sunday-school concert was given in the Protestant church. There

was a great gathering of all classes of Armenians. They had enjoyed these^

concerts at other Easter times, and now they were gathered again, after all

the smiting blows of the year. If only for the good hope and cheer it
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brought with it, this concert was of real value to the community. The
children were all neatly dressed ; parents had done their best, and deficien-

cies were made up from clothing received at the mission house. Flowers

were in abundance ; all the details were as carefully looked after as in the

most prosperous years. Many passages from the Bible were recited in

Armenian and some in English. The distinct enunciation of the children

and their good memorizing were much praised. The singing was enthusi-

astic, and everything was done with a will.

School Furnishings.—The schoolrooms were once well furnished.

There was a complete kindergarten outfit ; there were two organs ; there

were tables, and maps, and natural history pictures and tablets, and books

of reference : but all were taken in the general pillage. Now almost every

thing is wanting. There are no helps for the kindergarten teaching
; there

are no maps ; the blackboards are quite insufficient ; and one borrowed baby

organ goes from room to room for the singing of the children, and is taken

upstairs to be played at the women's prayer meeting.

Religious Services.—The Protestant church was reopened for service on

the 22d of November. From that time on there have been two regular

Sunday services and a Wednesday meeting for women. The number in

attendance at the Sunday morning meeting has ranged from forty to seventy.

On Sunday afternoon more than two hundred have usually been present.

On two occasions only the numbers were very small
;
once, when the present

Patriarch paid his first visit to Hasskeuy, and again on the coming of a new
preacher to the Gregorian church. The women's meeting is held in the

largest room of the mission house. Through the winter and spring one

hundred women gathered at this meeting. The missionary in charge of the

work has felt that a blessing must attend upon this faithful ministration of

God's word. The people seemed to get just the instruction and counsel they

needed.

The present outlook for the Armenians of Hasskeuy is very discouraging.

In this desperate state of things their friends must not leave them, but rather

stand by them, using all the resources of courage, persistence, and faith that

their own happier past has given, and so help them never to lose heart, but,

ever trusting in God, to struggle on.

" Praise to the Lord for the love which constraineth

Us in our turn to respond to his call!

Speed we His work, till wherever sin reigneth,

Christ shall be king, and bring blessing to all

!

' Lo, I am with you,'—how cheering the word !

—

' Always* and everywhere.' Praise to the Lord! "
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REPORT OF WORK FOR WOMEN IN THE MARDIN FIELD.

BY MISS C. H. PRATT.

A general view of the work for women shows a considerable increase of

interest in spiritual things and education. This increased interest is mostly

in the plundered portion of the field, while the other portions remain in about

the same condition as reported last year. In Sert, Karabash, Kaabi and
Kalaat, four plundered places, we have new and flourishing work. In the

three other plundered places we might have schools and Bible work if we
had money and teachers. But we have overrun our appropriations, and
are employing all the girls and women available for the work.

A letter from Darike gives an example of the school work. Susan writes :

44 At morning prayers I read them a story from the Bible. This morning we
read of Joseph interpreting Pharaoh's dream. The lessons are reading in the

Arabic Testament and Primer, Life of Christ, Arithmetic, Writing, Spelling,

Singing, the Ten Commandments, and the Lord's Prayer ; and on Sunday
a lesson from a book of questions on Bible history. For an example of giv-

ing we have the Midyat women, who, through their society, have given

between six hundred and seven hundred piasters (thirty to forty dollars) to

their church and the poor, besides food and clothes to the latter. Some
of them also give time to read the Bible to others. In Azakh the

women have for a few years given something toward the salaries of the

helpers, and provided little furnishings for the chapel and schools. Some
of the women in Kaabi have promised to help when their chapel is built.

But there are everywhere complaints of poverty, and no work and inability

to give.

In Sert, while the spiritual and educational work is flourishing, the people

live in fear from fanaticism and carelessness much of the time. And now
let me give an example of faith and its sustaining power, and of zeal for

Christ. When the Koordish raid reached Karabash, Sadie, one of our for-

mer pupils, fainted, probably the result of a blow, and lay for an hour or more

apparently dead. When she revived she fled from the village, and at the

time of the return of the villagers she returned. They found their houses

empty of all life's necessities, and a large number of them in ruins. Some
of them began to wonder where their food was to come from, but Sadie said,

" God will send us bread," and about an hour later she was called to take

portions for herself and friends from a supply sent by the government.

At times she used to eat only one meal a day, and give the other to a more

needy person. About a year after the disturbances we gave her work as
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teacher of the girls and women, and she wrote :
" I thank God for giving me

this opportunity to teach the sisters the truth. God is working for our good, I

confess. I thank God that he has afflicted me. Before that I could not help my

sisters as I desired. Jesus, my beloved Lord, has done great things for me,

and his mercy is always and forever with me. * This is my God, and I will

glorify him
;
my father's God, and I will exalt him.' Sometimes my grief

over the trials that have come upon me increases until I am unable to bear it.

My heart is like a sea within me when my afflictions come up before

me, but I remember that I have not lost Christ's love, and then my sorrows

are quenched, and I lift up my eyes to the eternal life prepared for us.

Happy is he who, in this short life, secures eternal life. Thanks to God for

his Word, which is a remedy for every distress. Concerning the spiritual

condition of the women, thanks to Jesus who has awakened their spiritual

desires. Last Sunday some of the women were sitting together, and I was

among them, and trying to think how I should give them some Bible truth,

when one of the Jacobites said, ' We have come to Christ, and taken hold of

him ; will he reject us, and our teacher sister?' And I answered them, 4 No
;

whosoever cometh to Him he will in no wise cast out.' From signs like

this and from their prayers I have a sure hope that many of them have given

themselves to the Lord. After reading the tracts you left here I gave them

to some of the brethren, and now they are being circulated among them and

the sisters, and there are many whose turn to read them has not yet come,

and I see that much good has come from them. During the Week of Prayer

there were prayers from those of the brethren whose voices we have not heard

before, and the leaders gave the sisters leave to pray in the meetings. In

the women's meeting we have the schoolroom filled, and Sunday, sixty-five

girls and boys came to the children's meeting. The whole number of

children in the school is fifty, and twenty women are reading with me also.

The work is hard, but in Christ is my comfort and strength. I have no rest

except in Him, and I have found in him my help and blessing, for in my
need I come to him, and he gives me a sufficiency. Excessive labor He
makes light, and if one should search the world over he would find no friend

like Jesus."

" Praise to the Lord for the triumphs past telling,

Won in his might since great Pentecost day;

Proofs that the grace of Christ Jesus excelling

Can meet the need of all nations for aye.

Forward with ardor then ! Still must the word

Go forth to victory. Praise to the Lord !

"



- To give light to them tbat sit in darKi?ess

CHINA.

REPORT OF THE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND
CHILDREN IN FOOCHOW.

Medical work for women and children was begun in the city twelve years

ago by Dr. Kate C. Woodhull, and lias since been carried on by her, except

when on furloughs in the United States. Not long after her arrival a native

house was fitted up for a hospital. A few years later the present hospital was
built, which, although not large, is of a plan well suited to the needs in China.

One class of four women have completed the course of study. They were

doing good work in the hospital and private practice, but all have since died.

The work has steadily increased from year to year. It was my privilege

to come later,-when foreign medicine was well introduced, and much of the

prejudice and superstition in regard to it overcome. They often delay sending

for us until native means have been tried ; but when they do send they are

no longer afraid of us, but welcome us into their homes.

We have many applications from those who wish to become medical

students, but receive only graduates from the Girls' High School. At present

the number of students is six, and they receive daily instruction from medical

text-books, from the large clinics, and at the patient's bedside. As we visit

the wards in the morning, each student is required to be present and report on

the cases under her charge, to attend to the ventilation of the room, and

(449)
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various other duties. After we have finished the visits we all go to the

dispensary room, which we usually find tilled with waiting patients. Each
student here has special duties, changing in turn each week.

Among our patients are often men who have been beaten by the officers,

and they come with limbs dreadfully swollen and large places denuded of

skin. How much we wish such unnecessary suffering might be avoided.

Another patient came for ointment for an eruption, and she was carefully

directed how to use it ; but when she reached home her friends told her it was
certainly not to use externally, but was intended to eat. She thought she

might be mistaken, and yielded to them and swallowed it. Then fear seized

them, and they ran to the hospital to know what to do. Fortunately it was

a simple ointment, and did no harm, but indicates their carelessness in the

use of medicine. It frequently happens that they take a bottle full at one

dose, hoping to cure their disease more quickly.

A patient with large ulcers came to the clinic several times for medicine.

One morning he asked me for good medicine that would heal them with one

application. I told him I had no such medicine, but was giving him the best

I had, and that his ulcers could not become suddenly healed.

We frequently have patients come witli a needle in their hand or foot, and

they usually have yards of bandage or heavy string wrapped about the limb

to prevent the needle from going up into their body. The wounded member
is usually swollen and painful, as the result of the long-obstructed circulation

rather than from the foreign body. How carefully they treasure the needle

when it is removed, and say, u I must take it home and show it to my friends,

or they will not believe it."

The in-patients are not as great in number as we would like to have.

During the pleasant weather the wards are well filled, but in the rainy season

few leave their homes. It is in the hospital where the work is more satisfac-

tory in every department. With the constant oversight of the physician,

directions are faithfully carried out. Here, too, we have an opportunity to

teach them day by day the truths of the gospel. We sometimes have very

intelligent patients who can read, and these usually buy a New Testament

and take it to their homes and read it for themselves. One especially bright

woman, with an incurable disease, was with us several weeks, and afterwards

came to the dispensary for medicine. I asked if she remembered the prayer

we taught her, and if she read her Bible every day. "Yes," she said ; "I

have nothing to do now but to read my Bible and think about its teachings

and to pray, for I cannot work."

We are called to the high and the low classes. During the past year we
have been in several of the high official families. At one place, according to
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the usual custom, they offered us the social pipe to smoke. When told I did

not smoke he brought a handful of cigars, and thought I would surely not

refuse those. He said, " You are a foreigner, and this is a foreign custom."

I then had an opportunity to tell him of the evil effects of smoking, and that

this habit does not belong to all foreigners. This indicates how tobacco and

drink are brought into a country by tradesmen and diplomats, and until the

natives become acquainted with us they make no distinction.

In another family we were called to see a woman who was dying, and, very

different from what we frequently meet with, the friends did not get on their

knees and beg and entreat us to save her, but they were most concerned about

the time she would die. (They probably wanted to order the coffin made,

which is usually done at the house.) She was already dressed in part of her

burial clothes, and on a chair beside the bed was a number of beautiful silk

garments ready to be put on as soon as life had left the body. In the family

there were a number of women, and we remained a long time talking with

them about the gospel, and telling them about the body and the soul. They
were much interested and asked many questions, and entreated us to remain

longer ; but a large clinic awaited our return, and we had already spent more

than an hour with them. As in this case, we are usually not called until the

patient is about to die, and sometimes we are met on the way by a messenger

telling us the patient is dead.

Among the ont-visits was one to see a voung boy who was suffering intense

pain. At the seat of the pain a large worm was found bound on with a black

cloth, and they said it was to relieve the pain. They seemed to understand

it was very foolish, and immediately took it off and threw it on the floor.

Another time I was called to see a child who had been bitten on the leg by

a dog. Around the wound a circle was drawn, and in the center of it the

character for tiger was written ; the idea being that the tiger was so much
stronger than the dog it would counteract any bad effect of the wound.

In one case we were called into a family where some of the members were

very bitterly opposed to Christianity. They had called several native doctors,

and taken much native medicine. The woman was very near death's door,

but we prayed that her life might be spared and God's name glorified in that

family. Her life was spared, but it was somewhat discouraging to see what

little confidence was established, and how soon they had forgotten. In a short

time afterward her little child was taken sick, and they called a native doctor,

who burned its head in a number of places with a hot iron to cure it. They

would rather submit to such treatment than come to us. While some hearts

overflow with gratitude, others need repeated proof of God's mercies to soften

their hearts to his teachings.
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The hospital evangelist spends most of her time in teaching the patients,

and explaining the truths of the gospel to them. The patients who are not

confined to their beds are gathered together in the chapel each afternoon and

there taught. Teaching is also done at the bedside, and the patients learn to

repeat hymns, Scripture texts, a short prayer, etc. These they rehearse at

the regular evening prayers after the Scripture lesson.

The students also assist in the evangelistic work, giving special attention

to the patients assigned them. We tried a new plan this year,—that of having

one woman from the first class in the Woman's School come over each day

in turn. The benefit has been mutual ; the patients received new thoughts,

and the women learned to be better able to give to others the precious truths

they had studied so long. Often old patients return to the hospital, and it is

gratifying to see how much of the teaching they remember. They invariably

say, "We do not forget to pray every day, and thank God for the many things

he gives us." While we do not see many direct results, we know the teach-

ing is not in vain, and we keep on sowing, in faith that the harvest will spring

forth in due season, remembering that " the preparation of the heart is from

the Lord."

We were much cheered by the report of awoman joining one of our suburban

churches who first learned of the gospel while in the hospital. She became

much interested, and after returning to her home was found by one of our

Bible women. She was eager to know more of the truth, and was soon after

admitted to one of our churches.

The year closed with the graduation of one of our medical students. The
exercises were held in Dai-bing Ga Church, and a large number of friends

were present. At the close of the graduation the friends came to the Hospital

Home for a social hour, in which to congratulate the new physician. Dr.

Woo Nguok Ingf is the wife of the trusted accountant in the E. E. A. and C.

Telegraph Company. She has already opened an office in her beautiful

home, and begun her practice as a Christian physician. She belonged to the

former class, but owing to two years' absence did not complete the course

until now. All of the members of the former class have died since graduating,

and the friends of this one tried to persuade her not to finish, as the " wind

and water influence " was very bad, and that she would soon follow the others.

In the face of superstition and opposition she bravely took up her work again,

and completed the course of six years of study. She is earnest in Christian

wrork, and we feel as she goes out that she will be able to do much good

among her own people, not only in relieving suffering, but in carrying the

gospel to needy souls. She has learned what we try to impress upon the

students,—to use the medical means only that she may gain opportunity for

something higher, the healing of the soul that is for eternity.
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FOR CHILDREN'S MEETINGS.

THANK-OFFERING MEETING.

A regular programme suggesting the best material contained in the

Dayspring, together with causes for thanksgiving, has been given in* the

November number of Life and Light* for 1893, and will make an inter-

esting meeting, if it has not already been used.

If preferred, this plan may be followed : Let envelopes be procured from

the Woman's Board of Missions free, on payment of postage, and given to

the children at the previous meeting, with the request that a thank offering

be collected during the month. In the envelope place a piece of paper,

on one side of which the children are to write their causes of thankful-

ness. On the back of the paper let them write the name of a missionary

or mission station which they would like to represent.

At the meeting, after the opening exercises, let each child come up to

the table, pour out his offering, tell how he procured his money, and give

the paper to the superintendent, who later in the meeting may read such

portions of all the papers as she deems desirable.

After a talk by the leader, either on the many causes American children

have for gratitude when compared with those about whom they have studied

the past year, or on special causes for thanksgiving which have appeared

in the work of missions, let the children offer sentence prayers of praise.

A few songs may here be sung, and the meeting close with a missionary

game. Seat the children in a circle, with the superintendent in the center,

holding the names written by the children in her hand.

Remind the children of the names they have chosen, and explain the

game. The leader tells a story, bringing in these names of people and places.

As each child's chosen name is mentioned he must rise and turn around,

and whenever the words u thankful " or " thanksgiving *' occur all the com-

pany must change seats. The leader will not find it difficult if during the

singing she has classified her papers somewhat, and has previously thought

of some incidents connected with mission work which bring in the words

at which all are to change seats.

Of course some imagination must be used, as well as facts, in describ-

ing missionary journeys in this impromptu way. If your meeting is on

the Sabbath the game maybe kept for your next sociable.

* Starred material, 5 cents.
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Contributions The report of our contributions for the month ending
for the Month. August iSth, gives us cause for deep gratitude. They
show an increase of $2,328.75 over the same month last year, and a total gain

for ten months of $2,311.75. Let us thank God for the blessing he has

bestowed upon the efforts of noble workers in our organizations. Let us

continue unceasingly in prayer and effort for our treasury during the two

months that remain. " With God all things are possible."

Missionaries During the summer months it is our privilege to

Coming and Going, meet many of our beloved friends among our mission-

aries as they come home from their fields or return to them. We have

been glad to welcome home Mrs. Catherine Parsons, Miss C. D. Lawrence,

from Western Turkey, and to speed on their way Mr. and Mrs. Parmelee,

Dr. and Mrs. Farnsworth, and Miss A. B. Jones to the same mission ; Miss

Elizabeth Huntington, coming to this country from Van, Turkey; Mrs. H.

P. Bruce and Mr. and Mrs. Lavvson, from the Marathi mission ; Mr. and

Mrs. Peet, from Foochow ; Miss M. S. Morrill, from Pao-ting-fu, China;

Dr. and Mrs. D. C. Greene and Mrs. J. H. Pettee, from Japan. We have

also said good-by to Miss Colby, going out to Japan ; Miss Olin to Micro-

nesia ; Mr. and Mrs. Bridgman to South Africa; the Misses Ely returning

to Turkey ; Mr. and Mrs. Gates to the Marathi Mission.

Friday Morning Our Friday morning meetings will be resumed Septem-

Meetings. ber 17th in Pilgrim Hall. The large attendance of other

years shows that it is a growing power in our work. We think those who

do not share in its privileges when it is possible lose much that is stimulating

and helpful from their lives.

Pi xdita Ramabai's The interference of Poona officials with Pundita

Work. Ramabai's work does not affect her determination to

receive three hundred famine widows. She continues to work toward that

number. The official interference obliged her to hurriedly place over a

hundred in camp some miles from Poona. She has now arranged for

these and some others to live temporarily on a farm in her possession.

Grace in her case is combined with indomitable perseverance.

—

Exchange.

Emphatic The one bright spot in all the darkness that has covered

Testimony. Asiatic Turkey has been the heroism and the common sense

of the American missionaries.

—

Sir Philip Currie*
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The A missionary's little daughter, soon after her parents' return to

Reason, foreign lands, said : "Mamma, why have we come back? It isn't

so nice here as in America." 44 Yes, my daughter," was the reply, 44 that

is the reason we've come."

—

Exchatige.

More How wonderful are the ways in which Providence opens the

Openings, world to missionary effort ! For years we have been accustomed

to putting the Soudan in a prominent place among the 44 Unoccupied Fields,"

chiefly because closed to the Gospel by Mohammedan rulers. Now, in a

single battle fought by the English to avenge a cruel massacre, as Clive

fought Plassey to avenge the 44 Black Hole of Calcutta," all Western Soudan

with her fifteen millions, has been opened to the church of Christ. And this

wonderful event has taken place within the last six months ! Does the

Church realize that God is answering her prayers faster than her faith can

grasp them?

—

The Missionary.

Reflex Benefit I can truly say that I know of no subject better cal-

of Mission Work, culated to broaden the mind and wake up the dormant

faculties than world-wide missions. It takes us away from petty cares to

other countries. It recalls what we once knew of history and geography.

Trying to interest others we grow enthusiastic
;
giving, we become unselfish

;

praying for their progress we grow in grace, and thus gain true culture.

The drudgery of life vanishes when we contrast our living with that of our

sisters in other lands, and we rejoice that we are queens instead of slaves in

our own homes. Show me an earnest mission worker and I will show you

a person very much alive to current events at home and abroad,—one who is

growing younger with the passing years.

—

Ex.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

FROM MISS CATHARINE H. BARBOUR.

The Christian Spain has won the Junior Christian Endeavor banner

Endeavor Banner, for the largest proportional increase in the number of

societies ! ! ! ! I supposed we should have to wait until the printed reports

of the Convention reached us, but a letter from Secretary Baer brought the

good news to us almost as soon as it would be announced in San Francisco.

Spain has won a Christian Endeavor banner, even though the last societies

formed were not heard from in time to be counted by Secretary Baer, so

we had a gain of only four hundred per cent instead of six hundred ;
but he
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says the others can be counted toward next year, and we still have a chance

for the Young People's banner again ; I think no country can take these for

proportional gain twice. Just think of Christian Endeavor il booming in

Spain ! !
" And so suddenly, too ! Within a few days we have heard of

active measures toward forming societies in Valladolid, Seville, Utrera and

Cartagena; and even Sr. Tornos has promised to try and form one in the

fall ! If only they can soon be banded into a National Union, and helped to

be real spiritual forces among the children and voung people ! I don't know
whether to laugh or cry when I see how seriously people take our poor little

"Carta Mensual" [monthly C. E. paper], and I can't see how it can rise

to the occasion now ; but it is certainly God's blessing which has helped it

to do what it has done thus far, and " He who has led will lead." We shall

get out a special Convention number as soon as the reports come in, and

devote more space to committee work, suggestions, Christian Endeavor

news, etc., as soon as we have the girls back to do the necessary work.

Religious Interest in Of course you wish to hear the best first, only it

San Sebastian. is very difficult to write ; words seem better adapted

to temporal than to spiritual blessings, yet we want you to know about the

rich spiritual blessings which have come to us this year.

God had led different ones among us by different roads to make a special

study this winter of the work of the Holy Spirit and the Pentecostal blessing,

and to long for that peace which passeth all understanding. At the same

time that He was preparing us in this way, he was also making ready help

for us in a series of meetings to be held in Biarritz, "for the deepening of

spiritual life." These were conducted by Rev. Mr. Paynter, Mr. Luce, and

Mr. Sargeant, all of them workers in the Keswick or other similar conven-

tions ; and you know Keswick is like our own dear North field. Lady Tanker-

ville, for many years a good friend of Mrs. Gulick and of this college, invited

not only Mr. Gulick and the American teachers to be her guests in a house

rented for the occasion, but asked us to bring the older Spanish girls who

could understand English. Of course they were wild with delight at the

opportunity to spend three days in France, while not failing to appreciate

the advantage of attending such a conference ; but neither they nor we

dreamed of the richness of blessing in store for us.

All of the speakers possessed excellent voices, and such clearness of enun-

ciation that the Spaniards had no difficulty in understanding them, and

their teaching was exactly adapted to our needs. Two of the clergymen

held special meetings for the " Spanish delegation " in the parlor, where we

could ask as many questions as we liked. They helped us to see clearly
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what we had only dimly understood before, and several, if not all of the girls,

besides the teachers, were able to enter fully into possession of the promises

of God and the blessedness of the life of faith. The change which has come

over some of the girls is beautiful to see, and its future influence in Spain no

one can estimate, for the lack of real spiritual life is greatly felt here. Some
of them have already written letters home which have touched the hearts of

their friends, and made them anxious to know more about it.

But we who went to Biarritz were not the only ones who received bless-

ings ; those who remained were almost equally moved, and have listened

eagerly to all we could tell them. The English speakers also made us a

short visit on their way to Madrid and Gibraltar, and even the sight of their

faces seemed to help some who could not understand what they said. Sev-

eral of the girls for whom we had been praying for a long time have now
decided to unite with the church at our next communion. Even the young-

est have been helped, and a very different spirit has prevailed in the school

for the last three weeks from that which often reigns during the last days of

a long term.

FROM MRS. WINSOR, SIRUR, INDIA.

" Girls for sale ! Girls for sale !
" was a sentence wafted into the bunga-

low from the front yard the other day !

"Who'll buy some children? Take my babies, give me bread." We
have taken some. Do you not suppose I watch them with great care? 'Tis

wonderful how these little, wild Hindu girls have tamed into good little

girls. They run to me, and always have some words to say. I always ask,

" Have you been good, Parbutte, Bhaga, Druputte, and Geeta?" These are

their names, and Muklabai is mothering them. Bought into the school of

Christ, and are they not all bought by his precious blood?

Waladie, my good African Hamal, has no children, although they have

been married four years, and he has adopted just the nicest little Hindu boy

;

adopted into the family of Christ, for Waladie and Dyah are lovely Chris-

tians. David and I make a real pet of that little boy. We have named him

Daniel. He is four years old ; a little, thin boy about a month ago
;
now,

fat and happy, singing all over the compound! He calls himself "Daniel

master." He was not even " clothed with a smile" (a quotation from Dr.

Clark) when he came ; now he is more than clothed with laughter. I wish

I had a week to write you in, and I wish, just for half an hour, you could

look in upon the groups and crowds around us ! Doors are now opened all

through our district,—wonderfully opened. Hundreds and hundreds come

to us. Pray that we may not forget to declare unto them Christ.
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FROM MISS HELEN J. MELVILLE, BENGUELLA, WEST AFRICA.

Six weeks ago we rejoiced with two of our young people that a little baby

boy was born to them. There never was a prouder father. Several times

when I went to the house I would ask, " Where is the baby?" " Away
with his father," was the reply. The mother also loved him so much. She

is only a girl herself, not more than eighteen. For three short weeks he was
the light of the home. When two weeks old he was dedicated in baptism

unto the Lord. He became sick. Wr
e tended him and did all we could for

him, but saw that he was sinking. When the child was born the grand-

mother took it to her heart, saying, " My boy who died here a year ago is

given back to me," and they named him Citende, for the boy who had died.

When the baby was sick the parents and the grandmother watched and did

all in their power for him. It was touching to see the old woman's love for

the babe, her second Citende. When he was in a hot bath she knelt by his

side and prayed: u Lord, all the children born here are thine. Spare the

babe. Lord, bless the means used, the medicine given, and heal the child.

Lord, what have we done that thou dost send this upon us? Forgive us,

Lord, and save the boy."

When he was dead she took him in her arms and carried him to his house.

She was quite willing for a Christian burial. The parents are both members

of our church, and both of them have acted as become the followers of our

Lord. The next day—the day the baby was buried—the oldest sister of

the grandfather died. She was very old. Thus the old, old woman and

the little wee babe were taken about the same time. We pray that these

trials may be a blessing to this family and to this people. We often think

that the old man is very near the kingdom. He is always in his place at

service, always ready to do all in his power to help his boys in doing that

which they think is right. Two of them are members of our church : one of

them is an evangelist, the other often goes with the others preaching, and

will, very likely, be the next sent out by the church for this work.

The day of the funeral Mrs. Currie's little white rosebush, which had

bloomed only once before, put out two beautiful, pure white roses, to put on

the wee coffin,—pure like the little babe. Our little graveyard is all too

soon filling up. Still, He knows best.

FROM THE REPORT OF THE " COLEGIO CHIHUAHUEUSE ," MEXICO.

The little Sundav morning prayer meeting, held for twenty minutes just

before going to Sunday school, lias oftentimes been very interesting. Each

girl prays for her own village and for those who may try to work for the
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Lord there that day. Some of these prayers have been very touching
;
they

seem sometimes to forget the presence of all others, and to plead with Christ

for souls in their own homes or towns. Special prayer is also offered for the

''neighborhood meetings" held in different parts of the city in the afternoon.

I had never owned a mite box. I had never belonged to a society in

which the system was in vogue, and I always thought I gave to the utmost

extent of my ability to give, through the usual channels. When, however,

the President of the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society kindly called

upon me, a stranger, and in the course of conversation regarding the various

departments of church work, mentioned having introduced the mite box

system in the society, I responded to the request unspoken, but written in her

face, by saying, " I will take one."

Early on the following morning a bright-faced girl stood at our door with

my box. My first impression on seeing it was one of surprise. I expected an

earthen jar of generous proportions (to say the least), with a gash in the top

large enough to admit a cart-wheel dollar,—a sort of aggressive affair which

should at all times be saying, " Remember /am in this house ; see that you

treat me well, and accord to me a very substantial share of your regard."

Instead of this, I held in my hand a "plain little, brown little" paper

box. Above the small opening in the top (which, by the way, was not large

enough to admit a silver half dollar, not to mention the cart wheel variety),

was stated, in large letters, the object of the box, "Thank Offerings."

Beneath, in smaller type, the passage, " Thanks be unto God for his un-

speakable gift." On the four sides, as reminders, were the words, "Go
teach all nations," " What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits

toward me," " The field is the world," " Every man shall give as he is able,

according to the blessings of the Lord thy God which he hath given thee."

The quiet, modest appearance of the little box at once won my regard,

and I thought, how it symbolizes the steps of the Christian life,—the little

things which go toward making the perfect man, toward attaining the meas-

ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ ; a cup of cold water, an en-

couraging word, a pleasant smile, a helping hand. I put my box in a corner

MY EXPERIENCE WITH MY MITE BOX.

BY MRS. F. C. HOFFMAN.
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of the dining-room mantel, where it would always be in sight, yet not con-

spicuous, and watched curiously to see what 1 should do with it, or, per-

haps, more properly speaking, to see what it would do with me.

For several days it stood unnoticed. It happened there was at this time,

in Boston, an entertainment which I was extremely desirous of attending.

Now, I am the unfortunate possessor of a head with an uncontrollable in-

clination to ache, the more urgent my desire to have it clear, the straighter

its course in the opposite direction ; I was, therefore, not surprised when, on

the morning in question, my head was very much in evidence, and I said

gloomily, u I can't go."

Toward noon the pain eased, and had almost entirely ceased when the

hour came for leaving, thus giving me several hours of eagerly anticipated

pleasure. On my return home, in the exuberance of my joy and gratitude,

I dropped my first mite into my box.

At another time while on my way to Boston in an electric car, what was

merely a cloudy sky suddenly threatened a wild storm. Laden with two

bags, a waterproof garment, an umbrella, and, more unmanageable than all,

a sleeping child in my arms, what should I do? Suddenly my little box

flashed into my mind, and I said, mentally, " If I reach my destination be-

fore the storm breaks, I'll put a mite into it." Scarce had the thought

passed when, with startling distinctness, came the question, "Is it a bribe?"

It sounds like one ; for thoughts have sound, and sometimes, as in this in-

stance, quite audible ones. Upon examination I found it was not a bribe,

and having safely reached my destination, I fulfilled my promise and dropped

a thank offering into my box.

On several occasions my mites took the form of peace, or, perhaps better,

conscience offerings. At one of the Friday evening meetings, when the

topic was "Woman's Work in the Church," I wanted to say a word
;

felt,

perhaps, that I ought to speak, but remained silent because of the silence of

the other women present ; so a mite represented my omission of what ap-

peared to me in the light of duty. This was the only time that I was not

imp^ssed by the smallness of my offering, when the amount seemed entirely

adequate to the occasion ; for the weight of my remarks, had I made them,

would doubtless have been quite evenly balanced by five cents !

Another mite by way of a conscience offering was made quite recently.

Friday evening had come, and with it the prayer meeting. I. was engaged

at work which I wished to finish,—the weather was threatening,— I was

tired. I stayed at home. But I didn't feel quite comfortable. T had been

tired before, yet quite able to go to a concert, a lecture, a club, even in the

teeth of a storm. So, as an anodyne to conscience, I put a mite in my box.
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Even that was of doubtful efficacy, and I then resolved that ten cents

should never again represent a neglected prayer meeting. It would be te-

dious to enumerate all the occasions when offerings were made : Recoveries

from ill turns to which I am subject ; a pleasant day spent with friends ; a

night of blessed, restful sleep ; a single penny sometimes dropped, with a

tender thought of the Master.

The mission of the little brown box has been a helpful one. When, in

view of some great or unexpected blessing, 1 utter a fervent " Thank God !

"

the thought follows, " In words only?" And presently a mite finds its way
to the little box.

But we must have a care lest a spirit of complacency steals into us; a self-

congratulatory feeling that we have done well. For what are all our offer-

ings, though we gave our entire living, compared with the great offering

made for us?

My box is not half full, and I hesitate to bring it, knowing that many will

be so amply filled ; but I am encouraged by the thought that He who sits

over against the treasury and sees the rich cast in much, sees also the poor

give of their poverty, and blesses both alike. So I bring my little box, and

with my box I bring myself anew to the Master's service, praying that he

may accept and use both, as he in his infinite love and wisdom sees best.

THE THANK-OFFERING BOX'S BIRTHDAY SOLILOQUY.
BY SARAH CLARK HOWES.

Yes, it is just one year ago this afternoon that I was put on the. top shelf

of the writing desk in the parsonage sitting room. As Mrs. Minister care-

fully tucked in my sides, and fitted me from a flat piece of cardboard into a

neat box, I heard her say: "The new boxes are pretty this year; those

white letters and gold capitals show off well on the blue ground ; and the

Scripture texts are more appropriate than usual :
1 For the Lord is good ;

'

' What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me?' and
1 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.' Those are grand texts," she

said ; and then she set me up with a pair of Turkish worship shoes on one

side and a missionary calendar on the other. "Good company," I thought,

"and I surely shall receive much attention ; the copper and silver, yes, even

the paper, will pour into my welcoming heart." I waited days and days

before the first penny was put into my care and safe keeping. They were

busy people, for the oldest daughter was to be married. When the wedding

day came, and she was in her "going away" gown, like a sudden after-

thought she said, "Oh! I said if this day should be pleasant I would put
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ten cents into the Thank-offering Box ; " so in was dropped my first ten

cents, and the groom followed his new wife's example. They ought to

have given me more, for the day was very beautiful, and they were a

supremely happy young couple. A while longer I waited, until on a

Sabbath evening a guest said, " My dear, where is your Thank-offering

Box? I always sum up my mercies in the aggregate, and drop the money
in on the first evening of the new week." That brought me to mind for a

while, and greatly delighted was I to find that the good people were so

thankful. There was the five cents (I learned from conversation) for the

extra help of a good servant on a busy day. One day came to the family a

gift from a generous parishioner, and a tithe of it fell to my share. This

was one of my dollar bills.

One Monday I heard Mrs. Minister say, " I am so thankful the clothes

got dry before the rain came." And I thought, " Surely she will be thankful

to Him who sent the rain, and remember that I am up here and have heard

every word ;
" but she didn't even look at me. One evening after prayer

meeting I heard the "good man" say: "I am thankful that there were so

many out to-night ; I feared that there would be only enough to claim the

promise, as there is a whist party in town, and a concert in Nearplace ;

"

but evidently he was not thankful enough to remember me, but passed by on

his way to the study. One or two things I have found out that regards the

state of my finances. One, that it is a good thing to be popular ; and also

that the amount of gifts I receive depends somewhat where I am placed.

In the summer, when there was much company, I was put (conspicuously)

on the bureau in the guest chamber, but I really did not gather much store

there. But when the hot summer days came I was brought down and

placed on the table of the broad, shaded piazza, and then my contents

steadily increased. There were small pieces given to me when picnics were

a success ; when the cycles just escaped a shower, and consequently didn't

have to be cleaned ; and when the rose bed was finally weeded, and when it

was made possible, and even easy for the weary minister and his wife to in-

dulge in the much needed vacation trip.

By and by I had a chance to teach a lesson in the way of exacting an

irksome fine. Never mind what little fox had crept into the family,—that is

my secret; but when he was driven forever out I was lean for a while. I

became the settler of money disputes. If a bit of money were nobody's, or

if money was given to pay small bills (postage stamps, generally), if one

wished to be generous and the other did not care to accept the generosity, it

always ended by " Oh, put it in the missionary box !" I really did not like

this money, for it didn't seem to mean anything—no sacrifice, no thanks ;
it

only helped to fill me up.
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There came a time of tears, and prayer, and faith, and waiting, for the

only son was very ill. On the critical day of the cruel, burning fever, when
the house was hushed, and the faces were white, and each breath was a

prayer, while the physician, and the mother, and the nurse were with

anxious hearts watching every movement of the patient,—but in the wisdom
of the Great Physician the waiting was over,—and the prayers were an-

swered, then it was that the mother, with closed eyes, said, as she gave me
the five dollars, " Lord, I thank thee for the life of my dear boy." Yes,

this afternoon I shall go into the parlor, where the annual meeting is held
;

and while tea and cake (the kinds that Mrs. Minister knows best how to

make, and every one enjoys) are being served, the young ladies will count

our contents. I hope I may be used another year, for the service is most

precious,—it is for the Lord and his messengers.

SIDE LIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

Forum, September: "Hawaii and the Changing Front of the World,"

by Hon. J. R. Procter. " The Supremacy of Russia," by Thos. Davidson.

Contemporary Review, September :
" What to Do in the East," by Prof.

W. M. Ramsay. "A Remedy for Indian Famines," by Prof. A. S. Ghosh.

Cosmopolitan, September: 44 The Real India," by Julian Hawthorne.

Fortnightly Review, August : "Famines in India, and their Remedy,"

by Romesh C. Dutt. " The Present Agitation in India," by Sir M. M.
Bhownaggree. " The Sultan and the Concert," by Diplomaticus.

Century, September: " Cruelty in the Congo Free State," Extracts from

the Journal of E. J. Glave.

JVi?zeteenth Century, August :
" The Case of the Foreign Residents in

Japan," by Robert Young, editor of Kobe Chronicle, Japan.

Scribner's, September: "San Sebastian, the Spanish Newport," by

Wm. Henry Bishop.

Lipftincotfs, September :
" Musical Mexico," by Arthur Howard Noel.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.

October.—The Personal Factor in Mission Work. See Life and Light

for September.

November.—Thank-offering Meetings.

Dece?nber.—Events of the year in connection with Mission Work.
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* 1898.

January.—The Evolution of Africa.

February.—Christian Explorers and Pioneers in Africa.

March.—The Zulu Mission.

April.—The Zulu Mission.

May.—Missionary Treasuries.

June.—Land Yet to be Possessed.

July.—Young People's Work.

August.—The Island World.

September.—East Central Africa.

October.—West Central Africa.

THANK-OFFERING MEETINGS.
TOPIC FOR NOVEMBER.

As our thank-offering meetings have become a permanent institution in

many of our organizations, they are borne in mind more or less during the

year, and programmes suggest themselves specially adapted to particular lo-

calities. No general programme can take the place of one so prepared, but

a few hints may be of use, and we suggest the following :

—

PROGRAMME.

I. Singing, "Come, let us join our cheerful songs." (1) Responsive

Reading, Psalm 107. (2) Prayer of Thanksgiving. (3) Singing; Hymn
found in Life and Light for October, 1S95. (4) Reasons for Thanks-

giving during the past year.

(a) Abroad; (1) Africa, Revivals, see Life and Light for June, July,

and August, 1S97, and Missionary HeraId, June and August, 1S97. (2)

Turkey : Friendly relations with Gregorian Churches, Life and Light,

January, 1897. (3) India: The permeating power of Christianity through

the country, see The Congregationalist for August nth. (4) China: Con-

tinued turning to Christianity, Missionary Herald, April, 1S97, Pa»e J 4^*

(5) JaPan : Success in evangelistic work, Missionary Herald, June, 1897,

page 226; Life and Light, February, 1897, P a£e 7 r - (6) Micronesia:

The opening of Ponape, and steadfast Christians, Life and Light, July,

1897, page 298. (7) Papal Lands: Revival in Spain. Bible work in

Austria. Success of schools in Mexico, Life and Light for May, August,

and September, 1897.

(b) Thanksgiving for the Auxiliary : what it has done for the Mission

work- ; what it has done for its members. The question, What has the

Auxiliary done for you? may lead some to consider lost privileges.
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(c) Thanksgiving for personal blessings'.

Collection and opening of envelopes
;
Prayer

;
Doxology.

As points are sometimes made stronger by contrast, some lady might give

reasons for not being thankful in work in the field, in the auxiliary, and in

personal experiences. This should, of course, be done in a reverent spirit,

and we prophesy some surprises at the great predominance of things for

which to give thanks. Those who are privileged to attend the annual

meetings of the Boards in New Haven and New London, will doubtless

have many causes for thankfulness to report.

As we begin a new year of meetings we trust that mere reading of printed

matter will be more and more prohibited in our meetings. Words coming

from the heart of one who has made the subject or the item her own, even

though the expression be somewhat halting and hesitating, are much more

interesting than indifferent reading of flights of eloquence from the printed

page. Printed invitations for thank-offering meetings (free), Bible readings

and copies of Life and Light (five cents), may be obtained from Miss A.

R. Hartshorn, No. i Congregational House, Boston.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The thirtieth annual meeting of the Woman's Board, of Missions will be

held in the Second Congregational Church, New London, Conn., on

Wednesday and Thursday, November 3 and 4, 1S97. All ladies interested

are cordially invited to be present. A meeting especially for delegates will

be held on Tuesday, November 2d.

The ladies of New London will be happy to entertain all regularly accred-

ited Branch delegates and missionaries during the meeting. All such

desiring entertainment are requested to send their names, before October 1st,

to Miss Emma Douglas, 15 Brainard Street, New London, the chairman of

the committee on hospitality. To delegates and others who may desire to

secure board, suitable places at reasonable rates will be recommended on

application to the above address. It is earnestly requested that if any ladies

who send their names decide not to attend the meeting, the committee be

promptly notified.

We are fortunate in holding the meeting in a region rich in missionary

annals, and we are to be favored with a paper on "Three Missionary

Women," by Miss E. S. Gilman, of Norwich. A paper on the importance

of missionary information will be given by Mrs. Merrill E. Gates, of Am-
herst, Mass., to be followed by discussion. At the session on Wednesday
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afternoon, to be especially adapted for young ladies, we hope to have pres-

ent Miss Kara Ivanova, a graduate of our Constantinople College, and Mis.

John Dube, a graduate of Inanda Seminary. A large number of mission-

aries are expected to be present, who will give us a feast of good things.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS
Receiptsfrom July 18, 1897, to August 18, 1897.

Miss Sarah Louise Dav, Treasurer.

MAINE.

Maine Branch.—Mrs. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Biddeford, Second Cong. Ch.,
Aux., 30 ;

Boothbay Harbor, Prim Dept.,
S. S., 1; Brunswick, S. H., 15; Brewer,
South, C. E. S., 4.18, Kittery Point, 1.20;

Norridgewock, 20; Portland, Miss Alice
Bailey, 1, Mrs. Annie D. Grover, 5, A
Friend, 1; Skowhegan, Miss'y Soc, 17;

Waterville, Aux., 7.30, 102 08

Total, 102 G8

Saco.—Legacy of Mrs. Olive P. Ross, Ed-
ward P. Burnham, exr., 500 00

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

New Hampshire Branch.— Miss Abby E.
Alclntire, Treas. Campton, Aux., 5.30;

Concord, Aux., 20, North Ch.,Y. L. Soc,
20; Exeter, Aux., 26.87, P. O. Box for
Offs., 24 cts.; Fitzwilliam, Jr. C. E. S.,

1; Henniker, Cone. Ch., Ladies, 11;

Jaffrey, Lilies of the Field, M. C, with
prev. contri. to const. L. M. Miss Ola
R. Johnson, 14; Keene, First Ch., Aux.,
to const. L. M's Mrs. Wm. G. Poor, Mrs.
Geo. W. Ruland, 50; Kensington, Aux.,
7; Laconia, Aux., 27; Milford. Aux., 80;
Orford, Aux., 39.37; Rochester, Aux.,
45; Soraersworth, Aux., 60; Stratham,
Aux., add'l, 1; Tilton and Northfield,
Aux., 32.59; Webster, Aux., 16; Went-
worth, Aux., 10; West Lebanon, Aux.,
14,

Total,

VERMONT.

Vermont Branch.—Mrs. T. M. Howard,
Treas. Bellows Falls, Miss E. C. Wil-
liams's S. S. Class, 3.86; Bennington,
No., C. E. S., 5; Burlington, Aux.,
45, Cradle Roll, 15; Hartford, with prev.
contri. to const. L. M. Mrs. Geo, P.
Bugbee, 12.65; Highgate, S. S., 2.10,

King's Daughters, 2; Irasburgh, Aux.,
5.36; Morris ville, United Workers, 5;
Newburgh, 3.50; Springfield, Jr. C. E.
S., 3; Stowe, C. E. S., 3.82; St. Johns-
bury, No. Ch., Aux., 49.39; Swanton,
Aux., 10.25; Waterburv, Jr. C. E. S.,

3.15; Westminster, Mrs. C. W. Thomp-
son, 5; Williamstown, Aux., 5; Wood-
stock, C. E. S., 5,

Total, 184 08

MASSACHUSETTS.
Andover and Woburn Branch.—Mrs.
Chas. E. Swett, Treas. Lexington,
Aux., 21.16, J., 2; West Medford, Aux.,
40,

Barnstable Branch.— Miss Amelia Snow,
Treas. Falmouth, Aux. ,31. 17; Waquoit,
Aux., 12,

Boston.—Friends,
Essex North Branch.— Mrs. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Haverhill, M. L. C,
1; Newburyport, Aux., 92,

Essex South Branch.— Miss Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Danvers, First Ch., C. E.
S., 4.27; Lynn, Central Ch., Aux., 5.50;
Peabody, So. Ch., Aux., 7; Salem, Tab-
ernacle Ch., Y. L. Aux., 3.28,

Franklin Co. Branch.—Miss Lucy A. Spar-
liawk, Treas. Friends, 5; Conway,
Aux., 17 ; Moore's Corner, King's Daugh-
ters, 2; Northfield, Aux., 20; Shelbuine,
Aux., 15.75,

Middlesex Branch.—.Mrs. E. H. Bigelow,
Treas. Framinghain, Aux., 1; Marl-
boro, Aux., 4; Natick, Cradle Roll, 7.36;

Wellesley, Aux., 83.50, Wellesley Col-
lege. Y. W. C. A., 2,

Norfolkand Pilgrim Branch.— Miss Sarah
B. Tirrell, Treas. Abiugton, Aux., 4.65;
Braintree, Aux., 10.85; Brockton, Aux.,
I.47, First Ch., 5.50; Halifax, Aux., 4;
Plvmouth, Aux., 8.14; Plvmpton, Aux.,
II. 53; Wollaston, Helpers' M. C, 5,

No. Middlesex Branch.— Mrs. Elizabeth
Hunt, Treas. Boxborou£h (Aux., 19.25,

C. E. S., 10, Cradle Roll, 1.10), 30.35 (of
wli. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs. S. J. Dodge),
Littleton, United Workers, 13.40; So.
Acton, Cong. Ch., May Env., 1.86;

Westford, Light Bearers M. C, 85 cts.,

C. E. S., 2.75,

Springfield Branch.—Miss Harriet T.
Buckingham, Treas. Mitteneague,
Aux., 25; Monson, Aux., 17; Springfield,
So. Ch., Aux.. 5,

Suffolk Branch.—Miss Myra B. Child,
Treas. Boston, Miss Kimball, 5, Cen-
tral Ch., Adabazar M. C, 13. Old So. Ch.,
Aux., 10, Union Ch., Aux., 75; Brighton,
A Friend, 25; Brookline, Harvard Ch.,
Aux., 34.95; Cambridjreport, Wood Mem.
Ch., C. E. S., 10; Dorchester, Second
Ch., Aux., 91.74, Yiltace Ch., Jr. C. E. S.,

2; Foxboro Cof wh. 25 to const. L. M.
.Miss Sarah T. Cary). 40; Newton High-
lands Ch., Jr. C E. S., 4; Roxbury,
Eliot Ch., Aux., 25, Walnut Ave. Ch.,
C. E. S., 30; Somerville, Prospect Hill

Ch., F. M. Dept. Worn. TJn., 71.35; South
Boston, Phillips Ch., Aux., 80.38; West
Medway, Second Ch., S. S., 10,

63 16

43 17

10 00

93 00

20 05

59 75

97 86

57 14

49 21

47 00

527 42
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Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs. Minnie D.
Tucker, Treas. Gardner, Aux., 47;
Globe Village, 5.61 ; Grafton, Extra-
Cent-a-Day Hand, 22; Holden, Aux., 5;
Lancaster, Aux., 3, Y. L. Aux., 30;
Spencer, Aux., 4.34; Ware, Aux., with
prev. contri. to const. L. M's Miss Mary
E. Blair, Mrs. V. P. Clark, Mrs. G. H.
Coney, Mrs. H. E. Fisher, Mrs. J. T.
Jeffries, Mrs. A. H. Marsh, Mrs. W. H.
.Morgan, Mrs. T. Naylor, Mrs. W. N.
Newcomb, Mrs. E. E. Orrell, Mrs. H.
O. Packard, Mrs. E. E. Richardson,
211; West Boylston, Aux., 30; Whitins-
ville, Aux., 674.35, Extra-Cent-a-Day
Band, 17.79; Winchendon, 34.50;
Worcester, Central Ch., assigned from
Benevolent Off., 100, Hope Ch., Aux.,
3, Jr. C. E. S., 5, Piedmont Ch., Aux.,
50, 1,242 59

Total, 2,304 35

LEGACY.

Attleboro.—Legacy of Molina S. Capron,
A. H. Watkins, Chas. S. Morse, exrs., 600 00

Springfield.—Legacy of Mary C. Merriam,
Homer Merriam, exr., 250 00

RHODE ISLAND.

Rhode Island Branch.—Mrs. G. E- Luther,
Treas. Pawtucket, Weeden St. Ch., C.
E. S., 2.10; Providence, Highland
Chapel, Jr. C. E. S., 10, Plymouth Ch.,
C. E. S., 2; Woonsocket, Globe Ch., C.
E. S., 10.50, Jr. C. E. S., 1, 25 60

Total, 25 60

CONNECTICUT.

Eastern Conn. Branch.— Miss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Danielson, Aux.,
21.39; Jewett City, Aux., 5.12; Lyme,
C. E. S., 10; New London, First Ch.,
Aux., 32.70; North Woodstock, Aux.,
28; Norwich, Park Ch., Aux., 1; Pom-
fret, Pomfret Workers M. C, with
prev. contri. to const. L. M's Miss
Hattie Angell, Miss Marion Bassett,
Miss Hattie Felts; Putnam, Aux., 9.12;
Thompson, Aux., 14.25, 121 58

Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford,
Scott, Treas. East Hartland, Cong. Ch.,
Ladies. 7; Farmington, Aux., 18; Hart-
ford, First Ch., Cradle Roll, 7.75, Fourth
Ch., Prim. S. S., 6; Kensington, En-
deavor M. C, 15; New Britain, So. Ch.,
Y. W. Chr. League, 7.25; Poquonock,
C. E. S., 5; Rockville, Aux., 55.32, Miss.
Circle, 9.18, Cradle Roll. 50 cts.; Sims-
bury, Open Hearts M. C, 26; Tolland,
Aux., 12; West Hartford, Cradle Roll,
1.50; Windsor Locks, Aux., 100, Mrs. H.
R. Coffin, 25, 295 50

New Haven Branch.—Miss Julia Twin-
ing, Treas. Barkhamsted, C. E. S., 3;
Bridgeport, Park St. Ch., Cradle Roll,

3; Cheshire, Jr. C. E. S., 5; Chester, K.
D. , 8.76, Prim. S. S., 4.20; Danbury,
First Ch., C. E. S., 10, Second Ch., Jr.
C. E. S., 2; Durham, S. S.. 2.50; Essex,
C. E. S., 5; Greenwich, B. of L.. 30;
Hadlyme, 50 cts.; Middletown, Jr. C. E.
S., 1,*D. of Cov., 1.50; Monroe, S. S., 1;
New Haven, Grand Ave. Ch., Jr. C. E.

S., 71 cts., United Ch., C. E. S., 6; North
Haven, Jr. C. E. S., 60 cts.; Norwalk,
Circles, 15; Portland, W. and W., 10;
Salisbury, M . V,., 19.10, Sherman, Cradle
Roll, 2; Sound Beach, Fust Ch., C. E.
S., 5; So. Norwalk, Jr. C. E. S., 10;
Stamford, Y. L., 10; Waterbury, First
Ch., S. S., 16; Watertown, C. E. S., 10;
Westville, Miss Abbie Ogden, 30, C. E.
S., 10; Winsted, Second Ch. C. E. S.,

15.91, 237 78

Total, 654 86

Somers.—Legacy of Mrs. Eunice C. Shep-
herd, Chas. H. Barrows, exr., 725. Less
taxes, 717 41

NEW YORK.

New York.—Miss Olivia E. P. Stokes, 300 00
New York State Branch.—Mrs. Guilford
Dudlev, Treas. Bristol Center, Aux., 8;
Brooklyn, Park Ch., C. E. S., 10; Flush-
ing, Aux., 7; Geneseo, Miss I,. \\ . Wood,
1; Ithaca, W. M. S., 4.34, S. S., 31.08;
Munnsville, C. E. S„ 5; Foughkeepsie,
Mrs. Laura Capron Keith (of wli, 25 to
const. L. M. Annie Hooker Keith), 40;
Sea Cliff, J., 1 ; Summer Hill, with prev.
contri. to const. L. M. Mrs. Nette Flem-
ming; West Winfield, Friends, 5, Aux.,
6.25. Less expenses, 29.58, 89 09

Total, 389

LEGACY.

Ontario Co.—Legacv of Cornelia E.
Loomis, H. S. Ogden, Att'y, 200 CO

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.

Philadelphia Brunch.—Miss Emma Fla-
vell, Treas. N. J., Hound Brook, Aux.,
15; East Orange, First Ch., Aux.. 94;
Orange Valley, Aux., 30; Westfield,
Ministering Children's League (of wli.

13 for Cradle Roll), 37.43,

Total,

CANADA.

Montreal.—Am. Pres. Ch., Worn. F. M.
Soc,

Total,

FOREIGN LANDS.

Umzumbe.—Miss AliceAfrica. —Natal.
F. Stillson,

Turkey.—Monastir.— Miss'y Soc, Sym-
pathy, 2.75, Jr. Miss'y Sne. Help, 50 cts.,

Smyrna.—Miss Emily McCallum,

General Funds,
Gifts for Special Objects,
Variety Account,
Legacies,

Total,

Total,

5 00

5 00

24 74

3 25
26 40

54 39

4,135 43
241 42
22 04

2,267 41

$6,666 30



THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONVENTION, JULY, 1897.

The Christian Endeavor Convention, now a thing of the past, included

many delightful incidents and experiences that we would gladly retain in

memory. The hearty fellowship which prevailed, the oneness of heart on

the one great theme, " Christ and the Church," the evident strength of our

Protestant Christianity, the enthusiasm of the young people, the inspiring

addresses, all made it an occasion long to be remembered. Among the

pleasant memories we have and wish to keep in mind was the afternoon of

our denominational rally, which took place at the First Church. Its large

auditorium was packed, and a delightful hour was spent in interchange of

cordialities, with no little of self-gfratulation as to what our Consresrational

army had done in this world, and, like " Thanksgiving Ann," we wished it

were ten times as much. These public services were followed by a recep-

tion given by the "Woman's Board" to the four hundred. No, not quite,

as the dining room of the Y. M. C. A. building, where the banquet was

held, had seating room for only two hundred.

An informal gathering for mutual introductions to new friends, and a

reunion of the old was held in the assembly room of our " Congregational

Headquarters " in the Y. M. C. A. building.

And "You are from dear old Connecticut !
" Yes ; I see the wooden nut-

meg ! And "You from the Pine-tree State ! " Well, her sons are as straight

in person and character as her lordly pines ! Massachusetts ! there was no

mistaking that ; and whether it was a piece of the " hub," which is in danger of

being cracked by the westward movement of the empire, or a hint of Boston

Common, or a piece of Plymouth Rock, which dangled from their watch

chains, there was no mistaking Massachusetts ! And so the pleasantry went

on, till all were Invited to the dining room, and sat down to a bountiful re-

past, provided by the ladies of the Congregational churches in the vicinity.

The waiters were Christian Endeavor young men and women from local

societies, and so perfectly were their duties fulfilled that nothing was lack-

ing in the way of service. After the dinner came the real feast.

(469)
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Mrs. Jewett gave a pleasant address of welcome. Many whose names

were known to us for years, and honored for their work's sake, were now
seen face to face for the first time.

Dr. Adams, of the First Church, brought cordial words of greeting. It

was a great pleasure to have with us the Hon. Selah Merrill and his wife.

His name has been familiar to us in connection with his long residence in

Palestine and vicinity. He told us of the present condition of Nazareth,

Bethany, Olivet, and Calvary, and of the missionary work done in that

vicinity. He spoke most highly of the work of our missionaries in many
places which he had visited, and especially of the heroic work of our medi-

cal missionaries. It was pleasant and reassuring to have such testimony

from a gentleman so widely known, and who, not a missionary himself,

could give his unbiased testimony to the value of the work of our mission-

aries. By the side of Dr. Adams sat the Christian Hindu, called "Evan-

gelist David," who makes a deep impression whenever he speaks. His very

dark, clear, brown complexion, lighted up by the brilliant, flashing, darkest

of eyes and the whitest of teeth, gave force to the fervid words of an earnest

Christian heart all afire with the love of Jesus.

Surely the gospel is not alone for the Anglo-Saxon race, but for all u na-

tions, and kindred, and people, and tongues." "Evangelist David" has

no care for earthly gain or reward, so that souls may be gathered into the

kingdom of Christ. Mrs. Clark, wife of President Endeavor Clark, gave a

cordial greeting in her own happy way. The missionaries present were

each asked to rise, and thus be introduced to the company. Rev. and Mrs.

Sidney Gulick from Japan, Mrs. Arthur H. Smith, Airs. Dr. Peck, and

Miss Ella Newton of the China Mission, and Mrs. Austin of the Hawaiian

Board, all testified of their warm love for their work. Miss Newton gave a

most touching and earnest appeal for a building greatly needed for the

school with which she is connected, and it was suggested that as no time is

so good as the "now" for any good thing, that the hat should be passed

around, and Miss Newton should hold out her apron to catch the showers

that might come. The useful adjunct of the " apron " was provided for the

occasion from the kitchen department. The result was about forty dol-

lars thus gathered in, which sum has increased by some later gifts. Rev.

Gu Gam, our own Chinese Congregational minister, was present, and

showed what Christianity was doing for the Chinese here. By our side sat

Mrs. and her daughter, brown from constant exposure to the weather,

the proprietors and preachers from the gospel wagon, who had come all the

way from Los Angeles, five hundred miles, to attend these meetings. Much
good follows in the wake of these wagons, which carry to those who will not
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come for it "the bread of life." God bless all the varied agencies that are

now in operation to bring this poor world back to Christ, and God bless

every humble worker whose deeds of love and mercy are never heralded in

the ears of the multitude.

BREAD CAST UPON THE WATERS.

BY MISS M. F. WILLIAMS.

We append the following article in regard to our "booth" in the Mechanics'

Pavilion. Each of the denominations had "booths" contiguous on one side of the

pavilion, which were visited by many people. This article is entitled, " Bread Cast Up-

on the Waters," by Miss M. F. Williams, who has for some years been the very efficient

and indefatigable president of our Young Ladies' Branch, and she now announces her

decision to resign, that she may pursue a course of study at Berkeley. "Who will fill

her place ? " we ask, with much solicitude. Miss Williams's services have not only been

invaluable to the Young Ladies' Branch, but also a constant stimulus to the mother

society, the Woman's Board. She will be greatly missed :—

Such a term might easily be applied to the work done by the Woman's
Board during convention week, and the future alone can reveal the harvest.

One thing, however, can be said to-day,—the bread was cast with generous

hand, and the gathering may well be plenteous.

Consultation with the Boards in Boston and Chicago taught us, early in the

year, that it would require hard work, constant attendance, and liberal

supplies of literature to make a Congregational table a success ; and it was

with open eyes that the task was undertaken. Thanks to the courtesy of the

'97 Committee, ample space was allotted to the various denominational

societies, and the young ladies of the Branch were particularly happy in

making the booth of the W. B. M. P. attractive and convenient. Mats from

Micronesia covered the wall ; a map of the world stretched across one side,

while matting and palms hid every bare bit of counter and frame work.

Artistic lettering displayed the Board name overhead, and a fine bronze

Buddha from Siam illustrated in mute but effective fashion the need of the

heathen world.

In response to requests for help the American Board and the Woman's
Boards sent generous gifts of literature to supplement our own supply, and

we cannot sufficiently express our thanks to those who, from afar, took so

deep an interest in our table..

In addition, the Woman's Board of Boston united with the W. B. M. P. in

publishing a little leaflet, giving a comprehensive view of women's work for

women, which proved exceedingly helpful, and will be of permanent value.
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Over a thousand copies of this pamphlet were given out ; a figure that indicates

quite fairly the number of visitors who came to the table during the conven-

tion. Besides this, five hundred copies of Life and Light for July, with

special Christian Endeavor features, were distributed, and between fifteen

hundred and two thousand leaflets on various subjects, including Heralds

and Dayspri?tgs. The large sheets of photo engravings sent by the American
Board were, perhaps, the most attractive of all the supplies, and we were

very fortunate in being allowed to give them away to those who seemed able

to make good use of them in the future. With every leaflet there went some

word of inquiry, or encouragement, or exhortation, and prayer follows our

silent messengers that their lessons may be heeded and blessed.

Visitors from India, China, Japan, Turkey, the Hawaiian Islands, and

Canada reported at the table, and delegates from twenty-two States and from

all our sister Boards registered in our book. Among these were the names

of many long known to us at home and abroad, now met for the first time

with feelings of deep pleasure. Some of these are men and women who be-

long not only to our Congregational Church, but to the great world parish,

and many of them are the humble home workers, whose faithful labors,

month by month and year by year, have gathered for our Board the tithes

for the Lord's storehouse. To them, one and all, we give a cordial God-

speed as they scatter to their homes again, while we hope that the bonds be-

tween us may be closer through all the future days for this pleasant meeting

together in California in '97.

White Fields " How can I bring people in if I have to persuade them

Unreaped. to walk twenty miles?" asked an elderly Chinese woman, a

Christian, and fired with love for souls. She walked over ten miles herself

every Sunday to come to church ; but how could she persuade indifferent

ones to come so far or farther to seek what they had not yet learned to prize?

The little mission centers need to be multiplied a thousandfold, for the

white fields stretch away on every hand unreaped.

—

Ex.

Earthquakes Earthquakes are very common in Japan, and, of course,

in Japan. they must be accounted for. The Japanese story is that the

world rests upon the back of a great fish, somewhat like a catfish, but seven

hundred miles long. His tail is up in the north and his head is under

Kyoto, and it is the wriggling of the great fish that causes the earthquake.

When it becomes very violent, Kashima, one of their gods, puts forth his

strength and holds down the fish, and he becomes quiet again.



SOME MEMORIES.

BY REV. CHARLES C. TRACY, D.D.

The home life of missionaries and the training- of their children are object lessons to those among whom
they live, hardly second in importance to direct instruction in the truths of Christianity.

A hint of the method of family discipline in one missionary home appears in the following lines:

—

I wrought alone mid garden weeds,

A sad, discouraged boy;

My father passed with smiles and praise,

And turned my toil to joy.

I lugged the heavy fire logs in

For the old fireplace at night.

" How strong you are !
" my mother said,

And logs and heart grew light.

A neighbor said across the fence,

Where he and father met,

"You have good boys;" I heard, and vowed

I would be better yet.

I met with harsh rebuke at school

For a heavy task done ill

;

'Twas long ago, but in my heart

The pain is rankling still.

(473)
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The sled I made was ridiculed

By a friend whom I held dear;

I went and laid my tools aside,

Discouraged, for a year.

Lo, the same boy at forty years,

The same, tho' six feet high,

At commendation taking heart,

When carped at, fain to die.

If men, like God, would only deal

Far less in frost and sleet,

And more in sunshine, more in dew,

This life would be more sweet.

He speaks whose right hand holds the stars,

In awful holiness,

Yet even for wretched Sard is has

A word of tenderness.

A single bluebird lifts the gloom

Of dreariest March day;

A word of cheer will drive the shades

From clouded hearts away.

We all go plodding through the world

Laden with heavy care;

Why should we give a burdened friend

A heavy heart to bear?
Marsovan, Turkey.

A TRAVELER'S CONCLUSIONS.

From an address by the Hon. John W. Foster, ex-Secretary of State, delivered in

Washington, D. C, October, 1891, on the return of Mr. Foster from a tour around the

world. After a second visit to Asia in connection with the peace negotiations between

China and Japan, made in 1895, the address was revised, and has been delivered in

Baltimore, Philadelphia, Indianapolis, Chicago, and other cities, before the Methodist

Episcopal General Convention at Minneapolis, before the students of Princeton and

other colleges, and at the Union Missionary Meeting of the Presbyterian Churches of

New York City, at Carnegie Hall, Nov. 15, 1895.

In comparing India at the beginning of the century with it to-day, a great

improvement is to be noted in the moral and social conditions. The pro-

hibition of human sacrifice and torture in the religious rites, of the burning of

widows, of the killing of female children, and the efforts at reform in the

practice of child marriage, are all the direct results of the exposure and con-

demnation by the missionaries. The establishment of schools and colleges,
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which was inaugurated by the missions, has created a widespread zeal for

education hitherto unknown in the land. The awakened interest of the

Brahmans in the purification of their religion, and the efforts of reformers to

establish a Hindu worship more in accord with the enlightened spirit of the

age, are the direct outgrowth of the preaching of the gospel of Christ. If not

a single conversion to Christianity could be recorded in the past century,

these reforms and blessings alone would be an abundant reward for all the

labors of the missionaries, and the money contributed by the churches for

their support.

It is stated by those well informed in church history, that the present

number of native Protestants in India is fully equal to the total number of

Christians in the Roman Empire at the end of the first century of the Christian

era ; and if to these are added the adherents of the Catholic missions, the

number will be found much greater.

I desire to notice a criticism respecting the missionaries often made by

travelers in heathen lands. It is not infrequently said that the lot of the

foreign missionary is not such a hard one ; that they are much better housed

than the home missionary, with servants in abundance, and as many comforts

as at home. There is a grain of truth and much error in these statements.

I generally found the missionaries in the lands visited living in comfortable

houses, and with a good supply of servants. But they are among people the

mass of whom live in miserable huts ; no suitable houses are available, and

they must be erected by the mission board in most cases. These are sub-

stantial and comfortable, but not luxurious. They live in lands where labor

is superabundant and very cheap, and usually in enervating climates, where

manual labor would soon exhaust foreigners. I think I can say from personal

observation, that no friend of the missionaries would wish to see them less

comfortably situated than I found them in India. On the other hand, it is well

to recall some of their hardships. It is no small trial to be in a land of

strangers, usually hostile, with a limited or no social circle. To this is to be

added the fact that as soon as the children reach the school age they must be

sent home to be educated, and escape the influence of the climate. They

have to endure an average of nine months of torrid heat, and during all the

year the work goes on. Dr. Scott, of the Methodist Mission, speaking of the

revivals already referred to, says, "We have had our greatest successes in

the hottest months." India is the perennial home of cholera, and half a

million victims in a year is not an unusual death list. Among my memoranda

taken from the India statistical tables are these: "In 1891, 22,134 persons

were killed by poisonous snakes; there are 500,000 lepers in the country."

With all these plagues the missionaries, laboring among the common people,
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are brought in contact. I venture to repeat an incident which has been

published in the mission journals, and may be familiar to you. A young

woman, Miss Mary Reed, of the Methodist Mission, after spending six years

in the zenana work in India, broken in health and worn out by her labors in

the hot climate, sought restoration by a visit to her home in Ohio. While

there the failing health of her mother seemed to make it her duty to remain

and care for her. But one morning while dressing she saw a spot which

startled her, for her experience suggested what it was. But to thoroughly

test her suspicion she went to New York, without making her object known,

and consulted a specialist, who confirmed her worst fears,— it was unmistak-

ably the loathsome leprosy. It was in her eyes the Lord's mark, dedicating

her life to the poor lepers of the country where she had taken the infection.

So she sailed from New York direct to her field, and after her departure

wrote a touching letter home, telling the dear ones there she could never come

to them again, resigned and happy that the Lord had called her to the special

work among the wretched class to whom his sympathy was so often extended

during his life in Judea. While in Bombay we heard that this noble young

woman had passed through the city, and was then in her excluded field.

The heroic deeds and trials of the foreign missionaries will never be fully

written except in the Lamb's Book of Life above.

"GIVE YE THEM TO EAT."

The moment a man says that his Christianity does not require him to give

the gospel to the world, then he hasn't a Christianity at all. We believe that

God sent his Son from heaven, and that the Son gave his life for the world's

life upon the cross ; that he came not to judge, but to save the world ; that

God was in him reconciling the world to himself ; that he told his disciples

to give the message of his life, and his death, and his blood to every creature
;

that you and I are his disciples; and that apart from his name there is "no
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved."

Yet here we sit. . . . Imagine Simon Peter standing on the shores running

up from the sea of Galilee, with a loaf in one hand and a fish in the other,

while five thousand poor, starving people lie about on the grass, and saying

:

"What a pity it is that these poor people are not given something to eat!

What a nice thing it would be if some one went out and fed them !
" WT

ould

Christ have allowed him to go about with a misty sort of sympathy for a

world that was dying for a practical knowledge of Christ? No; he said,

" Give ye them to eat." The work of evangelizing this world, for every man,

is a matter of personal, inalienable obligation.

—

Robert E. Speer.
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EXTRACTS FROM FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
FROM MISS SUSAN F. HINMAN, TIENTSIN, CHINA.

(Describing a sewing class making articles for Christmas gifts.)

I was supposed to be au fait in all the mysteries of plain sewing,

embroidery, and knitting. That, however, was not so great a strain upon
my powers as the effort to subdue the turbulent spirits of my family of

seventeen, and to fly about from one to another doling out needles, pins,

thread, reproof, encouragement, and assistance. Some might have found

this a mere holiday task, but for my part,—well, I hope we shall have no

more holidays for some time.

It was one of those days when the girls began singing to a quaint, elusive,

but captivating Chinese air, an absurd little song which might be paraphrased

as follows :

—

44 Miss Hinman finds teaching us no sort of fun—ah !

She'll lose her temper lots of times before she gets done—ah!"

It wasn't quite so impudent as it seems, for the Chinese regard the loss of

one's temper as a species of physical infirmity, the exciting cause of which

may be mental, like a fainting fit, for instance. . . .

I hope you won't think me too vain if I inclose a programme of our services

during the Week of Prayer, one of which, as you see, I conducted. This

was the first sermon
( ?) I ever preached, so you may know it was a very

momentous occasion. One's Chinese sermons are always preached extem-

poraneously, so one needs to be quite full of one's subject. Excellence of

diction was, of course, something quite beyond a lisping infant of two years

like myself. I lay awake two or three nights and worked over my subject,

and so when the time came I felt, in spite of physical weakness, a good degree

of liberty. My text was, " Study to do your own business," which in the

Mandarin Bible is more nearly like, " Let each one do his own duty." I

won't weary you with the development of my theme, which might strike you

as novel, inasmuch as it turned upon the peculiar construction of the Chinese.

I may say, though, that it was saturated with "Fairchild's Ethics and

Theology."

FROM MISS SUSAN A. SEARLE, KOBE, JAPAN.

We commend the following as food for reflection to any who may suppose that the

most ordinary powers and attainments are sufficient for a foreign missionary :—

We had just received word that the Empress Dowager was dead, and all

the schools must be closed for a week, so we were having an unexpected va-

cation. About the middle of the forenoon the senior academic girls came to
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ask me if they might come and have a talk with me about spiritual things. Of
course I was very glad to have them come with such a request. I made an

early afternoon appointment, and they stayed with me an hour and a half.

At first they hesitated, and wanted me to talk in a general way, but I sug-

gested that if they asked me questions I should know better how to help

them, and they began. The first question was the old one of feelings, which

are so different at different times, and connected with that the fear of not

keeping their emotions when they should go to their homes. It is so much
easier for them to live a Christian life in school than at home.

They then inquired what had become of their ancestors who had died

without hearing of Christ, and whether it was right to pray for the dead.

These questions are very practical to girls, most of whose parents have not

heard much about Christ.

The difference between heart and spirit seemed a less practical question,

but I tried to make it clear to them.

Next they asked how to answer this kind of reasoning : "Christ is the

Son of God, isn't he?
1

' "Yes." "And you are also a son of God?"
"Yes." "Then you are just the same as Christ, aren't you?"

You may imagine that I lifted up my heart in most earnest prayer as I

opened my Bible to give them verses which would show Christ's divinity.

There is such a strong tendency to doubt that great fact,— not to say to

bring Christ down to our level, but to lift us up to his. I think they were

most impressed when I read them Matthew xi. 28, and asked them to

imagine any man or woman—even the best one—daring to give such an

invitation. They seemed to feel the incongruity, the impossibility of that.

FROM MISS MARY E. MOULTON, AHMEDNAGAR, INDIA.

The following, on street scenes in Bombay, is taken from The Christian Way:—

One of the people I frequently see when I go out is a holy man. Some-

times he appears with only a loin cloth, and covered from head to foot with

ashes. Sometimes he is most hideously painted. Always he is very dirty.

Beggars here, and they are numerous, all pitch their voices up high when
they beg. To-day I saw a man going around with a pot of paint and stopping

to put some on the foreheads of different people. The paint shows what god

the man worships. It is of different colors and designs. Some have rice

with the paint on the forehead. The way they wear the hair also shows

their religion. Some have it long, some part long, with part of the head

shaved. Sometimes it is all shaved except a little bunch just above the fore-

head or around the crown of the head. Sometimes it is all rather long, but

shaved from the forehead back to the crown. This shaving is done in the
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street also. Two men will sit down in the middle of the sidewalk, and the

one shave the other there ; and no matter how large the crowd, no one jostles

against them.

To-day was an election day. Victorias were labelled, "Vote for !"

just as in America. Buying votes is practiced here, from five to fifteen

rupees being paid for one. (A rupee is equal to twenty-eight cents.) A
graduate, a house owner, or a horse owner can vote. A victoria is a four-

seated, one-horse carriage. It is the usual means of conveyance, though they

have trams, which are well patronized. They use horses. It would never

do to use electricity or even the cable in India, as too many people would be

killed thereby. The streets are in a perpetual state of being torn up. They
say that the rains do so much damage that it takes the rest of the year to get

the roads in shape again.

Yesterday I had a tram ride. I had promised to take Beryl to the Victoria

gardens. The three Hume children went with us. We waited for the tram,

and when it came, though there was plenty of room on it, the natives were

so seated that we could not get on without crowding past them,—not an easy

thing to do. They utterly refused to move, so we went back to wait for

another. Then the conductor went forward, and scolded, and persuaded,

and gesticulated till at last room was made, and then he came over for us to

get on. It certainly was amusing.

I have found out where " crazy patchwork " originated : you should see

the dress of these people. Some are nicely dressed, but many evidently think

that the greater variety of showy colors they wear the better dressed they are.

Often I see men with a jacket made of two colors,—one for the back piece,

while the arms and fronts are of a different color. One I saw to-day had

such a jacket of purple and gold. Others have cloaks made in regular crazy

patchwork style. We always, with great care, cut off any trade mark from

the cloth ; but Indians take pains to put it in a conspicuous place in the dress,

if by any means they can obtain it. They often have gilt letters written on

their jackets.

These people are as different as can be from Americans. . . . One thing I

fear we are not apt to think of is their sincerity and devotion to their religion.

. . . My admiration for them as a class is greater than when I first came.

FROM MISS NELLIE PRESCOTT, PARRAL, MEXICO.

Sunday is a very busy day for me. Services two hours in the morning,

and three in the afternoon. Have to play or lead the singing at the five

services. The Junior Society is dependent on my help, and the Christian
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Endeavor thought my time was not fully enough occupied, and so elected me
president of their society last Sunday. Tuesday afternoon we have our

women's meetings. I have thought sometimes that these must be given up

until there was some one to take charge of them, but the women are so good

to come, and take so much interest in the meetings, that they still continue. I

try to close school twenty minutes earlier that afternoon, so as to give an hour

to the women.

FROM MISS LIZZIE S. WEBR, ADANA, TURKEY.

A second church has come to be an absolute necessity to us. We can't

invite any one to church or Sunday school for lack of room.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior will

be held at Evanston, 111., Oct. 26-28, 1S97, beginning with an address Tues-

day evening by Dr. J. H. Barrows upon some phases of Christian work in

India as he saw it while lecturing upon the Haskell foundation.

The list of speakers is not yet complete, but among them are Miss Emily

C. Wheeler of Harpoot, Turkey, and the Misses Wyckoff of Pang-Chuang,

North China.

For entertainment, address Mrs. F. M. Elliot, 225 Lake Street, Evanston,

111.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mns. J. B. LEAKE, Treasurer.

Receipts from July 10 to August 10, 1897.

Illinois
Iowa
Michigan ....
Minnesota
Montana
Nebraska
North Dakota ....
Ohio
Rocky Mountain J'.ranch (Colo.)

South Dakota ....
Wisconsin
Arizona .....
Georgia
North Carolina ....
Turkey
Miscellaneous ....

51,319 45
323 93
135 38
198 67

2 17
221 79
16 25

202 53
224 44

26 67
171 28

7 50
10 00

50
9 81

64 35

Receipts for the month 2,934 72

Previously acknowledged .

Total since Oct. 21, 1896

ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND.

Received this month .

Already forwarded ....
Whole amount for Armenian Relief
since Oct. 21, 1896 .

INDIA FAMINE RELIEF.

Received this month ....
Already forwarded ....
Total for India Famine Relief .

30,887 53

$33,822 25

31 65
630 51

661 80

43 41

236 71

§280 12

Mrs. Alfred B. Willcox, Ass't Treas.










