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A JAPANESE HOME.

JAPAN.
WOMAN'S WORK IN JAPAN.
BY REV. DANIEL CROSBY GREENE.

We often speak of " the reaction in Japan," and certain features of the

present situation do seem to justify such a characterization. It would be

wrong, however, to infer that, taking a broad view of the confused and

mutually conflicting movements which are now disturbing the social life
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of the Japanese people, there has been, on the whole, retrogression, cer-

tainly not a standstill. The feverish patriotism which we deplore, as several

observers, both native and foreign, have pointed out, is an imported dis-

ease, due, and that not very indirectly, to the ulra-nationalistic spirit

awakened, or, at least, fostered, in the various states of Europe, by the

influences associated with the Franco-Prussian war. A native professor

in the Imperial University of Tokyo, on hearing one of the over-zealous

patriots shouting against foreigners and foreign innovations, silenced him

by saying, " Your own fad is borrowed from Germany." Until rein-

forced from abroad the reactionary party in Japan was powerless. It is

still powerless against the strong undercurrent which makes toward West-

ern civilization. Some have said that Japan is simply taking on our civi-

lization as a man puts on a new coat; but there could be no greater

mistake. Back of all the political and social changes lies what the Ger-

mans would call a new Weltanschaung, or, as Mr. Yokoi says, a new
" world-view." This new world-view is due to a radically different esti-

mate of the value of the individual. Instead of making the family or the

State the unit of society, and their interests the criterion by which new

measures should be judged, the people now, consciously or unconsciously,

are emphasizing the interests of the individual. The recent governmental

changes, the reform of the press laws, the rise of eleemosynary societies,

with their asylums and hospitals, all testify to a real mental upheaval which

puts a different aspect upon every department of life. The force which

wrought this revolution was unquestionably Christian theism. It has been

favored, it is true, by a multitude of influences emanating from Christian

lands, such as proceed from English books, foreign travel, the exhibition

of Christian ideals in the institutions of the foreign settlements, which, in

spite of much which is sadly discreditable, not to say downright disgrace-

ful, in the life of these communities, do embodv in a striking manner much
of the very best in our civilization. But, making due allowance for all these

auxiliary forces, which all missionaries will gladly acknowledge, the agen-

cies which have kept this new estimate of the value of the individual most

distinctly before the nation have been the Christian churches and schools.

The number of enrolled Christians has been and is small, not far from

one hundred and fifteen thousand, including Roman Catholics, Greeks, and

Protestants, representing a Christian population of, say, two hundred thou-

sand,—about one half of one per cent in a population of forty-one million ;

but the movement they represent is made strong, to borrow Mr. Yokoi's

words, " by the enthusiasm manifested by souls newly emancipated from

the fetters of pessimistic fatalism." The movement has not, on the wThole,
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been slackened by recent events, and having received its first impulse from

Christianity it makes for the Christian goal. It does not necessarily over-

come the obstacles which secularism in its myriad forms opposes to re-

ligious effort in Japan as in other lands, obstacles which in this period of

almost unexampled political and industrial prosperity can hardly be over-

emphasized, but it does tend to make men more responsive to the gospel

message.

The new difficulties which have arisen are owing, on the one side, to the

very momentum which this christianizing movement has gained, and on the

other to a failure on the part of the Christians themselves to appreciate its

full scope. This is especially true in regard to the women of Japan. The
old conservatism has fixed upon female education as one of the crucial

points in the new system. It is claimed that this education, in the current

sense of the term, unfits woman for her duties as daughter, wife, and mother,

and hence it is opposed with the greatest persistency. Even those who can-

not fairly be called conservative, men who are in hearty sympathy with the

general trend of affairs, still fail to see that the new principle of individualism

means a vast expansion of the rights of women, and they have weakened

here in the face of their foes. This has led to a marked falling off in attend-

ance in the case of all the more advanced girls' schools. The women, too,

have enjoyed less freedom to attend religious services. This latter restriction

is due not so much to hostility to the church as to the insistence upon a certain

view of housewifely duty which makes attendance difficult, and sometimes

impossible. It cannot be denied that this has affected materially the work of

the missionary ladies. It certainly has discouraged some of their former

allies, while the diminution in numbers inevitably detracts from the enthusi-

asm of the students in the schools and of the hearers in religious gatherings,

and this renders the work more difficult.

Still, the teachers in the schools find their hands full to overflowing, in

spite of diminished numbers, and the ends which the missionary seeks to

•gain through these schools are rendered even more urgent by the very fact

of the obstacles to be overcome. There never has been a time when the

Christian ideal of female education needed to be kept more persistently

before the minds of the Japanese. They oftentimes speak of Christian

schools as a mere device to win Christians, and sometimes the statements of

Christians themselves have seemed to justify such a charge, but it is none the

less untrue. Female education is just as much a part of Christianity as

preaching the gospel is. The object of the missionary is, so far as he may,

to exhibit the influence of Christianity upon all departments of life. It is to

give a symmetrical picture of Christianity, because it is only by such a pic-
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ture that the value of Christianity can be truly set forth. This does not

mean any underestimate of individual salvation, for the supreme importance

of Christianity to the individual is only adequately realized when it is seen

in its varied aspects. At any particular time one or another of these aspects

will be emphasized according as that emphasis is needed to correct the

untoward tendencies of that time. Taking this view of the case, the girls'

schools in Japan demand our strong support, and for similar reasons the

general missionary work for the women also needs a like support.

In this transition time, the young women of Japan deserve in a special

degree the sympathy and the wise counsels of their Western sisters. Theirs

is a trying position. Even those who have never come into direct contact

with Christianity have gained, through the public schools and in other

ways, a somewhat wider outlook upon the world. The old home life can

never be to them precisely what it was, and too often is still, to their mothers

and mothers-in-law. Even the wisest and most thoughtful among them

must find it hard to solve the problems which the conflicting views of life

and its duties bring to the humblest homes. Surely there is no better way
to help the home life, and through it the individual and the state, than by

keeping the Christian ideals constantly before the minds of old and young.

In spite of the very serious difficulties which missionary ladies must meet,

they and their constituents may have the comfort of knowing that they are

rowing with the stream. It maybe they will not find the degree of personal

interest on the part of pupils or hearers in their work which they have hoped

for, but pupils and hearers will not be wanting. The missionaries will

receive a warm welcome from many hearts, and with patient and persistent

effort, under the Divine blessing, they may be sure of reaping fruit which

will be well worth the labor of a lifetime.

INDIA. •

THE EFFECT OF THE FAMINE ON WOMAN'S WORK
IX INDIA.

BY MRS. H. J. BRUCE.

We have been in the midst of solemn times in India. It has been a time

of bitterness and gloom, for God has been speaking loudly to the people by

the trinity of pestilence, earthquake, and famine. The plague has carried

off thousands, and caused the great bustling city of Bombay to sit in the dust

of humiliation. The earthquake has wrought widespread havoc, rocking

the provinces of Bengal and Assam, where in some districts almost every
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building is in ruins, and hardly one stone left upon another ; but the famine,

it is estimated, has numbered its millions of victims who have become the

prey to disease or death. So God's wheels of judgment revolve, and who
shall not fear before him?

GUNPUTTI, THE GOD OF WISDOM.

When the plague first appeared in Bombay superstition was rife, and

various causes were assigned for this strange visitation ; but the missionaries

remembered that there had been a revival of Hinduism and Islam, especially

noted during the celebration of the great festivals. Idolatrous scenes were
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enacted for days in honor of the elephant-headed Gunputti, who is the re-

puted god of wisdom, and very generally worshiped, especially by the

student class. This year in particular the boys and young men were dressed

out in finery, and had regular drill exercises for the idol processions. This

was all thought to be very gay then ; but now, as saith the prophet Joel,

" all faces gather blackness ;
" while the poor people, in fear and perplexity,

ask, "What are we to do now? Our friends are dying of sickness and

we cannot get enough to eat." I answer, ". As the God in the heavens

is a jealous God, he will not give his glory to another, but will surely visit

for these things. Do you remember how mad the people wt re over Gun-

putti in the late festival?" 44 True, true," is the response, with a grave

shake of the head ;
" and is that the reason then that these troubles are abroad

in the land ? " they query.

While the famine has not been quite so sore with us as in some other parts

of the country, yet it has been a time of great scarcity and distress, and be-

fore I left India, in April, the English Government had opened up Famine

Relief Works in many places. One such v/as only about two miles from

our home in Satara, where provision was made for eight thousand people.

We visited this camp and were allowed to speak freely with these needy

ones, who were either gathered in large companies or in little groups under

the spreading branches of the great trees, where the women might be seen

grinding their little handful of grain or sitting listlessly about. The Euro-

pean in charge gave us some significant facts. There were fifteen hundred

children under seven years of age who received food gratis ; also five hun-

dred nursing mothers who were not required to do any work on the roads

in return for the money they received. Yet when we began talking to the

women they crowded around us with the cry : " We have not had our pay !

We have not had our pay !
" We did not dwell long upon the reasons for

delay in payments, but finding in their complaints a text for my subject, I

exclaimed : " And is it your pay you demand from the Government that is

graciously supplying your wants at this time? What work have you done

that you should make such demands?" Voices of "No, no! not pay, but

charity !
" came from the crowd, and I caught at that last word, telling them

how we were all children of charity, dependent upon the bounty of the great

Father in heaven, who is an ocean of mercy. Then we sang one of our

Christian hymns beautifully presenting man's need and God's infinite supply.

For instance, one of the stanzas represents the suppliant as taking the cup

of humility in the hand of Faith, while God stands ready to bestow the gift

of salvation. As we looked out upon those crowds of people there was

something almost overpowering, and we returned to our homes feeling sick
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at heart that we could do so little to lighten the burden that was pressing so

heavily ; but arrangements were made for our native preachers to visit tllis

camp regularly on certain days when the people would be free to listen.

This they continued to do for several weeks, till a visitation of cholera dis-

persed the people to their various villages. It was reported that four

hundred died.

At the present time there is a grand opportunity for gathering in the poor

starving children into orphanages, and the missionaries, in many parts, are

foremost in this work of ministering to the body as well as the soul. There

are not wanting those in India who say that the missionaries take undue ad-

vantage of the famine to Christianize the children under their care, and they

are aggrieved that this is so. In some cases they would rather a child

should starve than give up his caste ; but it is not strange that the religion

of their benefactors is judged to be the best by those who have profited bv

it, and when set free from the bonds of caste prejudice, there is such a predis-

position for spiritual teaching. There is among different classes in India a

spreading conviction that Christianity brings to them a hope of temporal

and spiritural good that nothing else offers. Those of other religions in

India have the same liberty to help their starving fellow-countrymen, and

we hear that they are trying to raise funds for that purpose, but the mission-

aries take the lead in all such philanthropic work.

One lady from the worst section of the famine district wrote : "I have

often thought my own life was gradually going out with the care and anxiety

over these sick, and dying, and homeless children." Another whose orphan-

age is full, wrote: "This famine has nearly killed me. It seems as if I

should never get the cry for bread out of my ears."

Mrs. Fuller, of the Alliance Mission, who recently arrived in this country,

wrote from India :
44 We have had much encouragement with all the work

and trials these children have brought. The amount of work a new party

of children fresh from the famine districts gives can never be described.

They are sick, undisciplined, untrained, often with repulsive sores, with

only one absorbing thought, i. <?., how to get enough to eat." She begs the

prayers of God's children that there may be a revival such as there was

twenty years ago, when such transformation of character was wrought as she

had never witnessed before. She adds: "We have two women in our

Berar school who have been invaluable in taking care of these children.

They were themselves rescued out of the famine of 1877. One of that class

of orphans became the wife of one of our preachers at Satara, and witnessed

a good confession. She had much sorrow, but she was wonderfully good

and patient, and all the missionaries who knew her spoke highly of her con-
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duct. Almost her last words before she went home to glory were, " I am a

waif of charity !
" Which might be interpreted to mean,

"Nothing in my hand I bring,

Simply to Thy cross I cling."

Rev. E. M. Gordon wrote some weeks since that "the government offi-

cials are doing their utmost to cope with the distress, but they seem unable

to bring matters under control, simply because the distress is overpowering.

People are dying daily of starvation." And he adds that in some cases

dead bodies are being devoured by dogs and vultures.

Now, since the rains have come, the Government Relief Works have been

broken up, and the distress in some districts has increased, so that grain is

distributed daily by many missionaries, who are beset by hundreds of desti-

tute people. "Aside from children, probably no class would appeal to the

sympathies more than widows and helpless old women."

Some one has said that if one hundred persons of any caste will become

Christians others will follow. Some mission stations in India, such as Miss

Anstey's in Kolar, grew up entirely out of a famine. She took in six hun-

dred famine children, got them onto a farm, and brought them up very simply

and well. Mr. C. B. Ward's mission in Yallanda, near the Bustar state,

grew solely out of the same famine, as I have learned.

Rev. J. E. Robinson, in his interesting paper on "The Great Crisis in

India," pleads for a prayerful sympathy for the uneducated classes who are

stretching out their hands to the Church of Christ, and yearning for some-

thing better than they at present possess. We have heard what large acces-

sions were made to the Church in South India after the last great famine
;

and later there were mass movements in the Northwest Provinces and the

Punjaub in connection with different missions. Those who became Chris-

tians under these conditions, where they have received Christian instruction,

do not suffer in comparison with those in other Christian communities in

India ; and it is most cheering that tens of thousands of children who have

never worshiped idols, are being carefully trained in the faith of Christ.

" Not my Christ only ; he is ours
;

Humanity's close bond."

The pastor of our little church in Satara has sometimes expressed a great

deal of interest in the destitute children one sees on every hand. "Oh!
Madam Sahib, if you would only start an orphanage," he once said, " I

would be quite willing to wash the little children myself." But with our

limited number of workers, especially as we are obliged to keep the printing

press running, the time for this enterprise seems not yet. However, some
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of us have had a share in this good work, indirectly, and that is what we all

may do,—help those who gather in the orphans and widows.

" Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, for they are white already to

harvest," " and he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life

eternal.

"

THE INDIA FAMINE OF SEVENTY-SIX.
BY MRS. S. B. CAPRON.

The present distress for food in the Northern and Central Provinces in

India brings vividly to mind the experiences of the famine in Southern India,

twenty years ago. It was estimated that more than half a million people died

from starvation. This distress seemed to be limited to the Madras Presidency.

But for good crops in Rangoon and Burmah, with steamers to bring the grain

and railways to distribute it, the loss of life would have been greater.

It is not the purpose of this article to tell the stories of a famine experi-

ence, so harrowing that I often wonder how we lived through the strain of a

year and a half. I am to recall the bearing of this affliction upon the people

toward the influence of the missionary and the work given to his charge.

The most natural result of such a calamity is the evidently imperative

necessity of orphanages. Children sold by their parents, or friendless and

orphaned, appeal to the missionary. He sees the possibilities in them for

training, and his own unfettered influence over all their future lives. The

English government was ready with grants of aid. In the Madura Mission,

Mrs. J. E. Chandler and Mrs. G. T. Washburn availed themselves of this

opportunity, and adding greatly to work already filling hands, time, and

heart, at once started orphanages ; and I wish I could avail myself of records

of results which in after years, I have reason to believe, brought them much

satisfaction.

Receiving a monthly grant from the Famine Fund, disbursed under gov-

ernment orders, I decided to select ten families from the Weaver caste.

This caste have a language of their own, and had been strikingly aloof from

all our influence. There seemed to be no reason why this should be the

case, especially when some of our most interesting women learning to read

were from this caste. It must be borne in mind that this was twenty years

ago. It is interesting to recall these families, the varied experiences among

them, and touching and pathetic incidents during the year and a half.

Eight years after there seemed to be a general interest among the women

of this caste. Houses were freely opened to the visits of the Bible women,

and girls began attending the day schools for Hindu girls. Then, and not



i897 .-\ THE INDIA FAMINE OF SEVENTY-SIX. 491

until then, did I hear frequently mentioned the kindness shown to this caste

during the famine. Literally, " after many days."

The strain upon one's own faith in God was tremendous. Here were
creatures of His own creating dying for food; and why? It was hard to

answer again and again the question, " How can you defend this God whom
you would have us receive as our God?" It was an opportunity to bring

from God's own Word the promises and threats concerning rain from

heaven. I well remember one morning when a Brahmin called upon me.

He had himself more than once given rice to five hundred starving poor.

With a most defiant air he said, "I have called to ask you to explain to me
the wisdom and goodness of God, who can send and prolong such miserv

when all he need do is to send rain from heaven." It was wonderful to

me to feel the solemnity of God's own defense of himself as I read, " Because

ye have not returned to me, saith the Lord." It was wonderful to see the

words bring conviction that rain from heaven had something to do with

turning from idols. These experiences led to unfolding many passages from

the Bible which had never before made their impression, and were now
seen to be adapted to present needs with startling appropriateness.

One evident result from these numerous visits from those who were being

led to thoughtfulness in view of the simple cause of distress, want of rain,

was the conviction that the Bible is the book of to-day. There sometimes

seemed a newly sent message from God himself in reply to the often re-

peated question, " If India should be freed from idolatry, would God
always send rainy seasons?" It was good to open the blessed Book and in

deepening and solemn silence read : "And it shall come to pass, if ye shall

hearken diligently unto my commandments which I command you this day,

to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with

all your soul, that I will give you the rain of your land in his due season,

the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayst gather in thy corn, and thy

wine, and thine oil. And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that

thou mayest eat and be full."

There must have been widespread conviction in those days from such re-

peated teachings. I often, in my visits to the houses, met the remark, "I
suppose you think famine in India comes from worshiping idols." The
blessed Book would always give a needed reply. Certainly we could then,

as now, leave to God himself the responsibility of conveying his own inter-

pretation of his own words to the listening ear and waiting soul.

Beside all this pressure upon the missionary, famine experience greatly

adds to the anxiety for the work. Of course famine prices rule and estimates

for ordinary times are far wide of need. This was no time to send students
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home, on business principles, that expenses keep pace with receipts and no

debt incurred. 44 On business principles," is a newly used phrase from which
the soul of the missionary recoils. The basis of love for the Master and the

people to whom he has given his life, is the line on which he is moving.

No words can describe the thrill of comforting assurance of not being de-

serted when the money would come with the words, "Famine must not

touch you."

The orphanages must be remembered. The increased expenses of all

educational institutions must be kept in mind. Our native brethren and

sisters must have the assurance that they, too, are not forgotten. How else,

when the Lord withholds the rain from heaven, can he reach his own,

except through those to whom he has given abundance, that they may
minister to them? 44 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them."

TURKEY.
REPORT FROM AINTAB.

THE AINTAB GIRLS' SEMINARY, 1896-97.

BY MISS LUCILE B. FOREMAN.

It is with a grateful heart that we review the work of the past year. , Af-

ter such a violent upheaval as we experienced a year ago, a continuous,

successful year's work cannot but fill us with praise to Him who has so gra-

ciously kept us from all danger. During the months following the massacre,

such a desire for study was evinced in many of those who had formerly been

indifferent, that, when the Seminary opened, applications for entrance were

numerous, but many for the lack of preliminary training had to be refused.

The Seminary opened September 16th, a week earlier than usual, in order

to gain one week out of the many that had been lost the year before. The

average number of pupils during the year was eighty-five. We were much

pleased to receive into our school the daughter of one of our most enlight-

ened priests, and several other Gregorian girls, some being from the most

prominent families. Although there was comparative quiet, politically,

manv of our people were anxious to leave the country and find a more peace-

ful home.

As we celebrated the Armenian Christmas, our first term ran on to Janu-

ary 14th, when we were all glad to rest for a week. Up to this time there

was but little religious interest in the school. The usual prayer-meetings

were held, and Bible lessons given, but without any special interest being

aroused. In the early spring there was an awakening among our house
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girls. Many began to think seriously of their own condition, and of how
they might help others. Our boarders, being under direct religious influ-

ence, are more easily reached than the city girls, and any spiritual movement
goes from within, outward. The earnest, consistent life of our matron has

been an open epistle, which the girls have read day by day with profit, and it

has doubtless had great influence upon them, and led them to see the beauty

of the Christ-life. At this time the girls, without any especial suggestion

from me, began a definite campaign among their companions. A few days

later, one of our pastors occupied the Friday prayer-meeting hour with a

stirring talk on personal work and responsibility. The girls were greatly

encouraged, and went to work in earnest. Not a girl in the school was

neglected ; the atmosphere of the school was changed. Not that everything

was smooth and easy,— in many cases the girls met with ridicule and scorn

as a result of their endeavors, and a few were discouraged,—but a beginning

was made, the results of which we saw two months later.

In May another special meeting was held, the topic being personal salva-

tion. Great interest was manifested by all, and at the close, when an invi-

tation was given for any who wished to remain for personal conversation and

prayer, at least half the school signaled a desire to do so. Results are not

always to be gauged by numbers, but we know that several souls were born

again that day.

We rejoiced much over the conversion of two Gregorian girls, and the

eagerness of others to hear the truth. The daughter of the priest, mentioned

above, came to our matron, saying :
" If I could only come into your house

to board ! Here I hear the truth, and all the influences are for good ; but

when I go home it is so different, and there are so many hindrances to living

as we are taught here." We hope to reach more Gregorians next year

through the influence of these who have already come.

Another interesting case was that of a little girl from Killis. Her mother

was a Protestant and her father a Catholic, but the latter influence prevailed

in the family, and the children grew up in perfect ignorance of Bible truth.

Some of the native friends succeeded in persuading the father to send the

girl here last autumn. At family prayers, Bible study, and all religious ex-

ercises, the child seemed utterly indifferent, and we were much puzzled over

her ; but it remained for some of her little friends to discover that she was as

ignorant of Christ and the Bible as if she had come from the heart of Africa.

The matron and some of the older girls began to give her special instruction,

and soon the indifferent look gave place to one of interest and inquiry. I

remember what pleasure it was to us all to hear her voice for the first time

in prayer,—a simple little prayer, in a trembling voice, but everyone was
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touched by it. We were pleased to hear the girls begin to speak of " our

Florenza," for we saw that she had won a warm place in their hearts. When
she left us this month we could hardly realize that she was the same little

girl who came to us last September. During the closing days it was a great

joy to hear so many witness to blessings received in the past year.

AT THE HOSPITAL.

BY MISS E. M. TROWBRIDGE.

One pleasant feature of the hospital work this year has been the friendly

relations among all the patients, of whatever race and creed. This has been
especially noticeable in the treatment of Moslem by Christian, and vice versa.

Little Moslem boys have been cared for as kindly and patiently by Arme-
nian women as if they had been their own. Warm sympathy has been
shown by Turks for Armenians when in special pain or trouble : one Turk,
who was with us for a long time, was very helpful in waiting on and cheer-

ing up his fellow-patients, and amused us occasionally by acting as general

keeper of order at the Sabbath services over his somewhat inattentive

neighbors. An elderly Turk, who had been operated on for cataract,

received a chorus of congratulations from the Christians in the ward when
the eye was unbandaged, and the operation pronounced a success. This

kindly feeling is the more striking after the recent troubles. It does not

mean, as I know from remarks made to me, or made in my presence, that

all race prejudice has been taken away from the hearts of these men and

women ; that would hardly be possible after all that has occurred the past

two years. But it does mean that a common need breaks down many
barriers, and that in this way the hospital is a blessing to the different nation-

alities at this time. It shows to those who come for help, that others, who
were formerly thought of only as enemies, or at best as aliens, are also in

trouble, and look for sympathv and kindly words and deeds, not only to the

phvsicians and other workers, but also to their fellow-sufferers ; and so, little

by little, bitterness is forgotten, and kindness takes its place. I do not think

that a patient, after having been a member of our big family for any consid-

erable length of time, can go away without a kindly feeling toward those

of other nationalities with whom he has been associated, whom he has

helped and who have helped him, and perhaps to others because of these.

When there has been any difficulty this year, it has rather been between

patients of the same race, but for the most part a friendly spirit has pre-

vailed, some of the children being particularly quick "to lend a hand" to

those who could not help themselves.

A little school for our hospital children has interested us throughout the
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year. It was opened last October, and several of its members have been
there the greater part of the year. There have been ten scholars altogether,

from four to thirteen years of age, some bnght, some rather slow,

but all glad to learn, and much happier because of the regular occupation.

One boy had been in school for some time, and was able to go on
with Arabo-Turkish and English. Two had just begun to learn their

Armenian letters before they came to the hospital, but the rest were
in a state of complete ignorance of 41 the three R's." In spite of

aches and pains, and the irregularity and confusion of their hospital

life, some of them made good progress in reading and in learning hymns
and Bible verses. One of the class was a wild, frightened little Arab
girl, who made a beginning at learning to read Arabo-Turkish. Though
she was with us only two months she became very fond of us all, and surely

went back to her dark village home with some new ideas in her mind, from

the prayers and Bible stories she heard and the hymns she learned. The
poor class has suffered much from not having a proper schoolroom, some-

times meeting in the ward, sometimes in the operating room, and sometimes

even out of doors. The teacher has been a little woman, known and loved by

all the Protestant community, the adopted daughter of old Vartina Badja, who
is the oldest Protestant in Aintab, and a woman with an interesting history.

The daughter, like the mother, is a loving, earnest Christian, and glad to

help in every good work. On Sundays I have conducted a little Sunday-

school for the children, which has also been generally attended by the

women patients. For a good part of the year I have been able to give a

certain time every week to reading the Bible with the patients, and talking

to them of their spiritual needs. It has been interesting work, though I can

hardly say that there has been any noticeable results. Such a work is often

without immediate fruit in a place where many stay only a short time, and

where many of those who come, though ready with religious phraseology

and conversation, show great lack of deep feeling and intellectual apprecia-

tion of the truths spoken of so glibly. But some who were in trouble have

seemed to be comforted by the Bible truths read and the hymns sung, and

all have listened respectfully to what has been said. Often on sitting down
by one patient, others would gather around, and those in bed would sit up,

or stop conversation to listen, and the talk would become a more general

one. The Moslem patients are always pleased with the hymn singing,

and I shall not soon forget the intent look on the face of a Kurdish boy, a

quiet, gentle little fellow, as he listened to "Just as I am" sung in Turkish,

which language he could understand. Tracts have been read and distributed,

and several Bibles and hymn books given to patients on leaving.
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MEDICAL WORK IN AHMEDNAGAR.
BY DR. JULIA BISSELL.

(From the Annual Report of the Marathi Mission.)

Statistics, after all, mean but little in looking back over a year of

medical work, and are therefore omitted here. The many patients treated

out of regular hours and those treated at their homes, cannot always be

entered on record books, so that the actual number treated is still un-

known. They are all welcome, and the only report about the year's work
is, that many have necessarily been turned away without treatment, because

of the inexorable law of physics by which the same body cannot occupy

two' positions in space at the same time.

The corps of assistants at the dispensary have, on the whole, shown a

desire to be of service to the patients, and are learning that the very poor-

est merit the same careful attention and treatment as the wealthy who do

not miss the money paid as fees. As a rule, even the very poor have paid

their fees willingly until the past few months, when the prevailing scarcity

has increased their wants.

Many patients have proved ready listeners to the Truth. One who came

for weeks to be treated for heart disease has declared his belief in the truth

of the Gospel, and now, in the days of his convalescence, says he is think-

ing every day of the story of Jesus Christ. May the Spirit himself create

(496)
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within this one a u new heart!" The mothers who bring their little ones

for treatment tell many pathetic stories of their futile attempts to bring

their children back to health : charms tied to wrists, ankles, necks, fingers,

and toes are often seen in the consulting room. As an object lesson pur

zealous matron has sometimes broken the thread that held such a charm,

and thrown both away, with the words : "We have the arm of our God
to help us, and he will help you too. Now that you have come to him

for help, you will not need this any longer."

The following conversation—one out of many that have taken place

—will serve to illustrate the difficulty of finding out the truth in many
cases. A mother brought her child for treatment. After examining it I

asked: "How much opium do you give this child?" "I don't give it

any." "Have you never given it opium?" "No. I never have."

" Have you really never put any opium into its mouth since it was born?"

"Never." "How much did you give it this morning?" " O, a little

bit; no more than a mustard seed." "You gave as much as that three

times daily?" "Yes, three times a day." "Do you give more than a

mustard seed, as much as a grain of jowari, sometimes?" "Yes, some-

times I do." "As much as a grain of jowari three times a day?" "Yes.

Why shouldn't I tell the truth?" "Why did you say at first that you

never give it opium?" "They told me that you would not give me medi-

cine if it had opium."

Along with the dispensary work that of house-to-house visiting has been

done, as usual. The following case will illustrate how this part of the

work has been carried on : In a small, low room, whose floor is a foot

below the level of the ground outside, whose door one cannot enter with-

out bending the spinal column to nearly a right angle, lies a child very

ill with bronchitis. A quilt made of remnants of worn-out garments is all

he has to lie on, and a similar quilt is his only covering. A side screen

has been made of two blankets and some old garments, thrown over a

rope stretched between two bamboo posts, to shield him from the wind,

which at times is keen and piercing in such houses during these winter

months. This little boy's parents are ignorant of the first principles of

nursing in sickness, yet on their care his chances of recovery must, to a

large extent, depend. They have given him their little all, while they lie

on the bare floor, or sit beside him through the long hours of the night.

How do such cases recover?

Our friends in the home-land tell us they are praying that God's blessing

may attend our efforts. Surely, we must believe that for every one restored

to health against such odds, many prayers have been answered. Often
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when battling with disease that is made still more terrible by poverty, igno-

rance, filth, and inherited weakness of constitution, the thought has come,

with instant relief, 44 Some one is praying for this work in this land, and

in that other land not so far away but that prayers uttered there are an-

swered here, and those prayers will not be unheeded. While they are yet

speaking He will hear and spare this child's life, will restore this mother to

her children, this son to his mother."

At its opening, the year 1S96 presented rather a discouraging outlook for

the medical work in Ahmednagar. Throughout the year, however, many
friends have remembered the work most generously. The Standard Oil

Company sent a donation of drugs needed, as they also did in 1895, and

many friends in America sent donations which have helped so far that the

work has even been enlarged somewhat. A Diet Kitchen has been opened

to supply the sick with the necessary diet, and has proved a most useful

adjunct to the work. It has also been possible, during these months of the

winter, to supply many with needed clothing, and to. offer aid to patients

from the villages who were detained in Ahmednagar for treatment for some

days or weeks.

THE WILTON MISSION BAND BIRTHDAY PARTY.

During the hot weather the society held sewing meetings, and made one

hundred and seventy little silk bags three inches square. These were sent

out two weeks before October 16th, with the following printed invitation :
—

» This birthday party is given for you,

'Tis something novel, 'tis something new.

We send to each a little sack,

Please either bring or send it back,

With as many cents as years you are old;

If your age is a secret that cannot be told,

The bag will open a dollar to get,

—

We will know you are not a hundred yet.

Some friends will give us good things to eat,

And we hope for a pleasant, social treat.

By our bounty the needy are brightened and blest

In their dreary homes in the East and the West:

So a few earnest workers, with greetings most hearty,

Feel sure you will come to your own birthday party.

On the back of the slip was written: "The Mission Band requests the

pleasure of your company at the chapel, Friday evening, Oct, 16."
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All the church and many in the Sunday school were invited. Some older

people and little ones sent in their bags, heavy with pennies or containing

three or four cents. The party called out one hundred and thirty responses,

and the chapel was crowded.

The good pastor called up the months, and some one repeated the verse,
;

'
Janos am I, oldest of potentates," etc. ; then all born in January were

invited to come forward and drop their birthday bag in a large Indian basket

on the stand by the desk. Then February was called, and a little girl recited

a bright poem on this shortest of months, and the February born deposited

their offerings ; and so through the months. Young girls represented the

spring months, and the minister was September. Some of the recitations

were humorous ; several songs appropriate to the various seasons were

interspersed. When the twelve months had passed the Indian basket was

piled with every color known in silk and satin, and it was given into the

hands of the Treasurer.

Tableaux were shown, taken from the 14 Seven Ages of Man " and " The
Songs of Seven." Refreshments were served, and at the close the Secretary

came forward with a huge cake, which she had made herself, with twenty-two

lighted candles on it representing the age of the Society. In a few words she

told what the lighted tapers meant to the workers ; what they had accom-

plished in their twenty-two years of existence ; how through them girls in

China and Africa had received education (gilt stars had been placed on the

missionary map to show where this work had been done) ; and how these

girls were lights in many dark heathen homes and centers, and their bright-

ness would illumine more lives than one could even imagine.

In the cake were baked various symbolical articles, and there was much

merriment as the young people received their portions. It was announced

that the amount found in the bags was $54.18, and then the doxology was

heartily sung. Every one enjoyed their birthday party, and the earnest

workers were satisfied in attempting something new.

Stratford, Conn., May 15, 1897. Cordelia Sterling.

FOR CHILDREN'S MEETINGS.

CHRISTMAS IN MISSION STATIONS.

Let a child tell the story of "The Chime of the Dimes," *Dayspring,

January, 1887; and " A Christmas Tree," * Dayspring, December, 1SS9.

Have a tree at your meeting, and ask each child to bring an article for it

which could be sent to some mission station for use in schools, such as cards,
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pictures, books, handkerchiefs, ribbons, pin balls, stationery, pens, pencils,

erasers, rulers, scissors, knives, aprons, jackets, pins, needles, thread, etc.,

or money to pay the freight on these articles, which must not be sent unless

the freight is prepaid. After receiving the gifts let each in turn tell how
they keep Christmas in the following places : Bailundu, Dayspring, April,

1889 ; *Zulu Land, Dayspring, January, 1885 ; South Africa, Dayspring,
December, 1894; *Bihe, Life and Light, January, 1891 ;

Kusaie, Life
and Light, December, 1894; *Life and Light, December, 1S95; Day*
spring, August, 1890; Madura and Wadale, Life and Light, December,

1893 ; *Life and Light, December, 1895 ;
Ceylon, Life and Light,

May, 1896; *Dayspring, January, 1885; Foochow, Life and Light,

June, 1894; Mexico, Life and Light, December, 1S94; Smyrna, Life

and Light, December, 1893 ;
Peking, Life and Light, April, 1893 ;

Under the Southern Cross, Life and Light, January, 1893. At the close

of the exercises impress it on the minds of the children that it would be im-

possible for the children in these far-away lands to have any Christmas un-

less missionaries were sent to tell them of Christ, and ask for many prayers

that more missionaries may be sent and more money given during the com-

ing year than ever before. If the children have not learned during the year

to pray more earnestly for special subjects in missionary work, the object for

which these lessons have been prepared has not been attained.

Starred material, 23 cents.

Srraps from 0itr W&oxk ^nshtt

Contributions for The contributions for the month ending September
the Month. 18th show a decrease of $107.48, as compared with

the same month last vear. The figures for eleven months show a gain

over those in 1896 of $2,204.28. In legacies for the same time there is a

decrease of $3,482.75, making a total decrease of $1,279.48. By the time

this number reaches our readers the accounts for the year will be closed.

Just how they will stand cannot be predicted, but it is hardly possible that

we shall attain the advance planned and hoped for at our last annual meet-

ing:. Yet we see no cause for discouragement. That we have made some

gain in contributions—as we hope we may—in the year that has proved so

trying to all benevolent societies, is a reason for gratitude. Royal work has

been done in our branches,* and the partial success will inspire us all to

begin another year with hope and courage.
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For Children's The Board has just issued a pamphlet containing a series

Meetings. of twelve lessons on China adapted for children. It is

modeled after the Sunday-school quarterlies, which have proved so useful in

the study of the Bible. It has an excellent map of China, and each lesson

has, besides questions and answers, a simple, brief resume of the subject, a

story, a sketch of the life of a missionary, and one or more illustrations.

Our committee on Junior work, who prepared the contents, deserve great

credit for the amount of useful material given, and the attractive form in

which it is presented, all for the moderate price of five cents a copy. We
are sure it will prove a boon to all mission circle leaders in their search for

just the right material for meetings, as well as a practical help to the

children in gaining a simple elementary knowledge of missions in China.

This will take the place of the programmes for children's meetings which

have been given in Life and Light from month to month, leaving the

space hitherto used in this way for practical hints on the management of

mission circles.

Ramabai's Work for In our August number we gave some account of

Famine Sufferers. Pundita Ramabai's efforts for women and girls in

the famine districts. The latest report of her progress is given by Miss

Grace Wilder, in The Missio?iary Review. She says: "Before we left

India Ramabai's journey had added one hundred and twenty-five to her

home in Poona. I saw many of these young widows, with skeleton

forms and gaunt looks which said more than their words. They were

under a temporary inclosure of bamboo poles covered with cloth and mat-

ting. When I said, 4 Ramabai, you now need buildings,' she replied, 'Yes
;

and the Father must send the money.' News has reached me that the

number of widows or deserted wives taken by Ramabai from the famine

districts has risen to one hundred and forty-nine, and preparations are

being made to receive more. We who live in Western India recognize

God's love and power in this chosen life. We see that Ramabai is now
gathering the girls who will, with God's blessing, be teachers and mission-

aries to their own people."

In Constan- Word comes from Constantinople of the death of one of

tinople. the Bulgarian students of the college. She had been teach-

ing in the family of a Turkish bey during the summer, and had made

for herself a warm place in the home. She died in the arms of the bey,

who treated her as a daughter, and who said she was "like an angel in

his house." Mention was also made of an informal reception given for Mr.

and Mrs. Angell, by Mrs. Anderson, of Robert College. Much delight was
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expressed at having a minister intelligently interested in missions, and
at the cordial relations already established.

Where Should the A native pastor in Turkey, in despair at the disaster

Sacrifice Be? that was coming upon himself and his church through

retrenchment, exclaimed : "This is worse than the Turks! They slaughter

their enemies, but you are slaughtering your own children." Which is the

greater, more lasting calamity, the death of the bodv or a deathblow to a

Christian church or a promising Christian work ? Is the question hard to

answer? If it is it should set us to thinking. Are Christian men and

women slaughtering their Master's work, pulling down the beautiful

structure, going up here and there in foundations laid with tears, and

prayers, and toil, even to the sacrifice of human lives? We are told

that that lack of mission funds comes from "hard times," and in a sense

this is true ; but how do the sacrifices in this country demanded by

financial stringency compare with the sacrifices which wre demand of

our missionaries, of native workers of churches and schools on mission

ground? Where should the greater sacrifice be? Among those who
are surrounded by blessings and privileges innumerable, or by those who
have left all these behind them, who have already given up home and

friends, property and occupation, for Christ? As a matter of fact, how
is it? Do not we demand much the greater part of the sacrifice from

the wrorkers in the field? Is there any reason why theirs should be so

great and ours so small?

Friday Morning Our Friday morning meetings opened most auspiciously

Meetings. on September 17th. A number of ladies from a distance

were present, among them Mrs. Montgomery, of the Board of the Interior,

State Secretary for Illinois, who gave a stirring talk showing the inspiration

she had received at Northfield and a heart full of love for mission work.

Others gave experiences in attending meetings of the small auxiliaries by

the sea and in the mountains, and the lessons received from sermons during

the summer. The calendar topics for the week, the station boarding

schools in the Madura mission, were presented. It was a delight to

see the familiar faces in the accustomed places once more, refreshed and

brightened by the summer rest and constant contact with sea, and woods,

and sunshine. Have we not returned to our homes with a new feeling of

gratitude for the exquisite beauty with which wTe have been so flooded that

every sense has thrilled with delight, and a new desire to render unto God
something more and better than ever before for all his wonderful benefits

toward us? May all these desires bring forth tangible results in all our socie-

ties in the year to come.
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EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.
FROM MRS. ANNIE M. FAY, RAILUNDU, WEST CENTRAL AFRICA.

At our annual meeting in May it was decided that we remain permanently

here in Bailundu, and we have packed up our goods which were still in

Bihe, and can now consider ourselves Bailundus. It was hard, I must con-

fess, to tear ourselves away from Bihe, for we look upon many of the young
people there almost as our own children. But it was some consolation to

see that they seemed really sorry to have us leave, and expressed it not only

in word but action. Many came out to see us go and have a last word and

look, and the words of regret spoken were genuinely sincere. The young

men carried me in turn on the tepoiai, as a last act of love, and I could hardly

see for tears. I thought of our 'first coming there, the months spent in a

tent, which had passed so quickly and pleasantly in our endeavors to win

them. Each face as it appeared brought recollections of how and when
each had been won and induced to come, and what a pleasure it had been

to see them advance in the new life. Then I thought of the joys and sor-

rows of those ten years,—the little grave left behind, where it had been our

expectation to lie by its side, after perhaps many years of labor, in the home
and among the people we loved. Even the trees and flowers which we had

planted, and the house which in those pioneer days even I had had a share

in building, the home in which our children were born—all seemed to call

us back. Even now I can hardly realize that we are never to return, and

must begin all over again ; but we are not unhappy, and now that we are

back in Bailundu again the hardest pangs are over, and we are ready to

make the best of our lot, which is by no means an unpleasant one. I doubt

not but that we will find as much joy and happiness in our work here as in

Bihe. It has been a great pleasure to me to be able to make a beginning in

the kindergarten, and gather in such a crowd of children. Just now I am
allowing them a vacation, as this is the time of year for vacation, and my
time will be filled with other work, but already they have begun to question

as to whether I am not going to begin school again, and I doubt not but

that I will have as large a crowd as before. It is only a week since we

returned frcm our trip to Bihe.

FROM MRS. WINSOR, OF SIRUR, INDIA.

"For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be our guide even

unto death." These were the words that came to my mind as I rose this

morning. We need just such words, I can assure you. We acknowledge.
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humbly, that this is a time to try our faith. I have written again and again

of this terrible famine, . . . but another dire calamity has overtaken us at

Sirur. Bubonic plague is here. We fear so much for our native Chris-

tians. We have broken up the schools and sent home all the boarders who
have homes to go to, being obliged to send money with them for food.

Many say they do not want to go, for they know the dreadful scarcity of

food. . . . Yesterday we found a little boy whose father and mother had

died of the plague. He is high caste, and looked so fair and pretty after

we had had him bathed and dressed in clean clothes. He sat in chapel in

perfect delight, his large eyes fastened on the speaker. After meeting

I asked him, u Do you know which you like best, boarding school or

Dharamashalla ?" (rest house for travelers and wanderers). " Oh, I like

the school! Bai Sahib! Bai Sahib! take my sister." His sister, I am
sorry to say, has been devoted to Kundoba, to lead a life of shame. I must

find the girl and give her into Muktabai's care. A high-caste man is wish-

ing me to take His little girl, who has lost her mother. She is a lovely little

creature
;
you would take her if you were here. What can we do with

these little ones? Shall we save them? Shall we let them die, or deliver

them to worse than death ?

FROM MRS. M. W. RAYNOLDS, VAN, TURKEY.

(Dated August ioth.)

Last Saturday this city was thrown into a panic, and fear prevails. WT
e

know not what a day may bring forth. So far as we can learn, the revolu-

tionists are advancing toward the city on two sides, and it is said that two

thousand more are gathered at another spot ready to move in. The corn-

pan}' from the east attacked a Kurdish village, where nearly a thousand

were killed last year, and where lived a chief who led the attack on them.

He was wounded, his wife and children and seventy others killed. There

were Turkish troops there, and the governor says the revolutionists finally

retreated over the Persian border, leaving sixty-three of their dead, and

among them a Russian officer. News came yesterday that fighting had been

going on at Pergru, on the north, between revolutionists and Kurds, with

no news of results.

Both these places are less than sixty miles from the city, and they may
appear here at any time. Government has sent out some troops, and the

governor has given strict orders that no attack be made anywhere on the

Christians, so just now everything is quiet in the city, and work goes on

as usual, although all hearts are full of fear and anxiety. On Sunday the
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governor called the principal Armenians, and told them that the revolu-

tionists were likely to enter the city in small companies ; that if they took

possession of a house and the people informed the government of it, the

family should be removed to a place of safety, and then the revolutionists

would be attacked in the house ; that any ward harboring them would be

attacked ; that if he saw the Armenians generally helping them the whole

city would be destroyed. If they can be kept out of the city we may per-

haps be spared, but if they get in no one can tell what may be. It does

not seem possible that they can hold the city, especially as we cannot easily

believe that God is with such a company of men, although he may use

them. Massacre is a hard thing to face with these two hundred or more

orphans on our premises, and it wrings our hearts to see the poor little

things. Last night, as I was going around the yard, it being the first day

of vacation, I said to a group of boys, "What are you doing to-day?"

The answer came quickly, " We are afraid."

We -and our work are really between two fires. The revolutionists are

making continual threats of assassinating Dr. Raynolds as soon as they

enter the city. They have also threatened to take our premises, as they are

favorably situated for their purposes. It would seem that they could not

be so foolish as to carry out either of these threats, as this is almost the

only spot where their people could find food and safety ; but they care noth-

ing for the sufferings of their people or for their massacre, so long as it

might conduce to their purposes. On the other hand the government is

very suspicious of us, as of all missionaries, and be as careful as we can,

little things are continually happening to involve us in trouble. For in-

stance, one of* our orphan girls, who had gone for a few days to some of

her relatives, was searched yesterday on the street by the police, and cart-

ridges were found on her person. Probably the child was perfectly inno-

cent, some one having given them to her to carry, thinking she would not

be liable to be searched. Three weeks ago one of our church members, a

woman, went to Persia to join her husband. On the way the whole cara-

van was searched, and on her person two very compromising revolutionary

letters were found. She also had her certificate of church-membership,

signed by the secretary and by Dr. Raynolds. Whether she knew the

character of the letters she was carrying we know not., We have never had

the slightest suspicion of her having any sympathy with revolutionists, and

for her own safety should not suppose she would carry letters. So you see

we have no one to trust for protection but the Lord, and we greatly need

your continual prayers,
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FROM DR. BOWER, BAILUNDU.

None know but those who have tried it how hard it is to entertain these

people when one is tired. Unless one is all smiles they say " Wa terna"

(She is angry). They want to go into every room and finger everything,

leaving a greasy mark on everything they touch. They will stand by the

hour and look at themselves in a mirror ; and no matter how busy we are

there is no moving them. They come in without knocking, and walk all

over the house with catlike step. The only sure way to insure quiet is to

lock the doors. . . . We did not have the usual number at our last Sunday

morning service. The locusts which pass us every once in a while settled

near us last night, and this morning before it was light all the women and

children went to gather them while they were still stiff with the cool night.

They did not get through in time for service, or were too tired to come.

The locusts are preserved by boiling. The legs and wings are pulled off

while they are alive
;
they are put into boiling water and then dried, so as to

keep them to eat with their corn mush.

LEAVES FROM OUR BRANCHES.
In order to gain help and inspiration for practical work at- the beginning

of another year, we have sought for a mutual interchange of thought and

information, by sending out the following

QUESTIONS.

i. What has been the most notable event in your Branch the past year.

2. What have been its greatest needs? 3. What have been its signs of

progress? In answer we give in substance, as we have received them, the

•following

REPLIES.

PJiiladelphia Branch.— 1. Its first legacy making incorporation as a

Branch necessary. 2.
%
A willingness among members to work as officers.

Two offices have not been filled during the year. 3. A broadening view of

the work, and a desire to do whatever is best to further it.

New Haven Branch.— 1. Too near the Twenty-fifth Anniversary (held

in May, 1S96) to have any notable event this year. 2. A "strict fidelity to

pledges among members maintaining the sacredness of the treasury." 3. .A
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systematic plan for reaching the membership in the churches through the

ministers, asking for the work their special indorsement and recommenda-

tion ; also the presentation of the work of the Branch at some evening meet-

ing of the church. u Feeling that our missionaries are a part of the Branch,

we place among signs of progress the fidelity of our missionaries in the field

in the face of great difficulties and dangers, and the blessings that have been

given them in their labors."

Vermont Branch.— i. The twenty-fifth anniversary of the Branch, and

the much regretted resignation of the President. 2. A deeper sense of indi-

vidual responsibility ; a truer personal consecration which shall include mind,

heart, strength, and purse. 3. Growth in Junior work
;
greater realization

of the source of strength ; more prayer, more reliance on God's promises.

Rhode Island Branch.— 1. A legacy of six hundred dollars has been a

blessing, and an event much regretted is the resignation of the superintend^

ent of mission circles. 2. To learn perfectly that "Love's secret is to be

always working for small things as well as great." 3. The working of

several Branch officers among junior auxiliaries and mission circles, bring-

ing together the talents of many to f 11 one office.

Maine Branch.— 1. Success in interesting more women and bringing

them into the knowledge of the foreign work. 2. A sense of personal

responsibility. 3. A greater demand for literature and more missionary

papers written.

New Hampshire Branch.— 1. The annual meeting of the Board at Man-

chester. 2. More prayer, lnore workers. 3. Two new auxiliaries, more

careful preparation for meetings adopting methods of literary societies; per-

severance and courage of officers, " keeping at it," and " hoping against

hope."

Springfield Branch. 1. The presence in this country of all the mission-

aries supported by the Branch. 2. Deeper consecration of heart and purse.

3. Increasing attendance at Branch meetings.

Hartford Branch.— 1. The bequest of a thousand dollars from Mrs.

Sarah Hillyer Mather, for the incidental expenses of the Branch. 2. More

consecration, more earnest effort to interest others, greater feeling of personal

responsibilitv. 3. A growing desire for missionary information, hopefulness

of junior work.

Eastern Connecticut Branch.— 1. The return of a missionary supported

by the Branch, Miss Huntington of Van, Turkey, and the addition of Dona

Antonia, of San Sebastian, to the list of beneficiaries. 2. The awakening

of interest among the indifferent; stronger conviction of personal responsi-

bilitv among* members, x. The return of a valued officer to the Executive
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Committee ; increased interest among some societies ; a willingness to adopt

methods involving self-denial and courage.

New Tork State Branch.— i. The establishment of an office in New
York City where the general public can secure information of the Woman's
Board, the relation of the Branch to the Board, and the plan of State work.

2. A closer connection between Executive Committee and auxiliary ; the

cultivation of denominational loyalty. 3. The establishing of monthly meet-

ings of the Executive Committee ; the attendance of some of its members at

meetings of the ten Associations of the State, giving a better understanding

of local conditions.

Worcester County Branch.— 1. The raising of $740.68 within ten days

after the announcement of a deficit in the treasury at the annual meeting,

thus removing the first blot on its fair fame. 2. The "gift of the Holy

Ghost with power," which would insure entire personal consecration, then

no lack of interest, prayer, effort, or gift. 3. The securing of contributions

from churches without foreign missionary organizations, larger adoption of

the tithe system and extra-cent-a-day plan for giving, and the accession of

"foreign missionary pastors" and their wives in the territory of the Branch.

Franklin County Branch.— 1. A sorrowful event has been the removal

of the President of the Branch to another county. 2. The interest, sympa-

thy, and co-operation of the other nine tenths of our Christian women. 3.

Contributions from two churches that have never given before ; a ten per

cent advance in contributions.

HampsJiire County Branch.— 1. A sad event in the death of the beloved

President of the Branch. 2. The securing of interest in churches in the

hill towns and outlying borders. 3. Specially successful quarterly meetings
;

favorable condition of the treasury.

Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.— 1. An effort to revive the monthly

concert by letters sent to pastors. 2. Better attendance at meetings; more

consecration, prayer, sense of responsibility, and the quickening power of

God's eternal Spirit. 3. A readiness to will and to do, and a broadening

interest in the extension of a missionary spirit.

Andover and Woburn Branch.— 1. A remarkable increase in one of our

auxiliaries; the membership came up from seventy-two to one hundred and

three, and the subscriptions for two hundred and fifteen Mission Daysprings.

2. More personal knowledge of the needs of women in foreign lands.

3. The formation of two new auxiliaries and two new mission circles ; an

increase in membership and average attendance at meetings.

Berkshire Branch.— 1. The resignation of the Home Secretary after

twelve years of faithful service. 2. New members ; a closer acquaintance
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between auxiliaries
;
power from on high

;
larger knowledge and a truer

conception of the real aim and work of missions to-day. 3. The addition

of an active Vice President to the Board of officers ; readiness to respond to

request for extra contributions
; the favorable condition of the treasury.

Middlesex Branch.— 1. A successful effort to interest young ladies in a

meeting of the Branch. 2. Interested and earnest women.
Essex South Branch.— 1. The semi-annual meeting of the Board held

in the Branch. 2. More enthusiasm and spirituality. 3. The hearty and

generous offering in extra-cent-a-day envelopes.

Suffolk Branch.— 1. The appointment of a secretary for work among
Christian Endeavor Societies. 2. Increased contributions ; increased sub-

scriptions for Life and Light, and a realization of its importance in the

work ; the reviving of feeble auxiliaries. 3. Increase in Cradle Rolls

;

larger attendance at Executive meetings
;
good work done by visiting dele-

gates ; a general response to the call for the ten per cent advance.

Essex North Branch.— 1. The adoption of a new missionary, Miss

Olin, who has gone to Micronesia. 2. The whole-hearted consecration of

all the sisters in the churches
;
every woman wide awake and at work

;

information along the whole line of mission work. 3. The formation of

new organizations and the ready response to effort to increase contributions.

Old Colony Branch.— r. An unusually large and successful annual

meeting. 2. An interest in auxiliaries that will increase the amount and

enrich the spirit of the offerings for the treasury. 3. Full and interesting

reports from auxiliaries at the annual gathering.

Barnstable Branch.— 1. The manifestation of a prayerful spirit among
members and work among children and young people. 2. More information,

more* subscribers to Life and Light, and more missionary literature. 3.

A steady purpose to keep the auxiliaries together ; a desire to keep the

Branch up to the standard.

North Middlesex Branch.— 1. The assistance given by Sunday-school

mission circles to the work. 2. A clear understanding of the subject of

foreign missions by the women in the churches. 3. The cordial response

to extra calls for contributions.

From our Field Secretary, Miss A. M. Kyle.—A "bird's-eye view"

is the view taken by the Field Secretary, as she flies from Branch to

Branch, rejoicing here over new signs of life and growth, grieved now

and again as she notices drooping auxiliaries or dry seasons in Branch

treasuries. During the past year tours have been made in Maine,

Connecticut, New York, and Eastern Massachusetts. Notable events will

be best chronicled by the Branch Secretaries, but a word may be said in re-
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gard to the signs of progress in our missionary work. Chief among these

we would place the growing desire, on the part of leaders, for a more sys-

tematic study of the work under the care of the Board. This is evinced by

the eagerness with which material on the topics is received, and also bv the

questions one meets in regard to programmes for the meetings. Add to

this, in some Branches, at least, a growing sense of the importance of per-

sonal, hand-to-hand, enthusiastic work, if missionary societies are to live and

prosper, and we have no small ground for encouragement. The distribution

of the extra-cent-a-day envelopes illustrate the latter point. Inaugurated in

April, by the Maine Branch, this movement, taken up by the Board, was
welcomed in the other Branches, until nearly twenty thousand envelopes had

been sent out from the Rooms. These were distributed by personal effort,

often with a winning word, and over and over again our ears were gladdened

by the words, "Thirty-one cents! Why, will that help any? I'm sure I

can do that much." And not infrequently, as happened in one meeting in

the New York Branch, the dear women have said : "As long as I live I will

give at least that thirty-one cents to the Woman's Board." It was the per-

sonal work that brought in this response, and the hundreds of small gifts

from all the Branches to swell the stream of blessing. In some sections we
find that more wisely planned meetings are among the signs of progress, so

that instead of the five or six faithful women, we see twenty or more gather-

ing to " hear and be enlarged."

When we come to speak of the needs of the work we are confronted by

the old problems,—not yet solved. In spite of all that has been said about

the lack of information as to our work,— its purpose and its results,—there

yet "remains much land to be possessed," when a pastor's wife has reason

to say, pathetically, " Really, I think the way our ladies distinguish between

our missionary societies, is by calling the Home Missionary Society 4 the one

we pack a box for,' and the Branch, ' the one we give fifty cents a year for !
'

"

Another great need is-an increase of denominational loyalty. In a recent

tour not less than six churches were found giving to independent mission

work, or to the work of other denominations, and yet these churches are not

found among the regular contributors to our own Boards.

An all-embracing, ever-present need is that of an increase in the number

of our systematic givers. We welcome the movement among the Christian

Endeavorers, in this direction, for the need of a " Tenth Legion " among

young and old is pressing.

Knowledge, Love, Self-sacrifice,—the trinity of missionary graces ! We
need them all ; toward them all we -are striving, and He who is our example

will add his blessing.
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OUR BOOK TABLE.

Christian Missions and Social Progress: A Sociological Study of
Foreign Missions. By the Rev. James S. Dennis, D.D., Students' Lec-
turer on Missions, Princeton, 1893 and 1896; author of " Foreign Missions

after a Century;" member of the American Presbyterian Mission, Beirut,

Syria. In 2 vols. Published by Fleming H. Revell Co. First vol. now
ready. Pp. 468. Price, $2.50.

This stately volume, with fifty full page reproductions of original photo-

graphs and elaborate thoroughness of bibliography and footnotes, is a most

valuable addition to the classics of missionary literature.

Sociology is a word to charm by in these days, and Dr. Dennis has struck

a rich and unworked mine. Although connected with the Presbyterian

Board, Dr. Dennis writes in the interest of no one .denomination, but takes

the broad view of what Christianity, as a redemptive force sociallv, as well

as spiritually, has accomplished, in contrast with the great ethnic religions.

More than half the book is devoted to the social evils of the non-Christian

world, which is really St. Paul's arraignment of the heathen in the first

chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, elaborated, enlarged, and brought up

to date.

In the third lecture, Dr. Dennis speaks of the ineffectual remedies for

these social evils, such as education, material civilization, and state legisla-

tion, showing them to be efficient, but not sufficient to grapple with the in-

herent depravity of unregenerated human nature, and the book closes with a

setting forth of Christianity as the social hope of the nations.

The subjects to be treated in the second volume are, 14 The Dawn of a

Sociological Era in Missions," and 44 The Contribution of Christian Missions

to Social Progress," with the indispensable index and appendix, which will

be of the utmost value to the missionary student.

These books are the outcome of courses of lectures delivered in the spring

of 1896, at the theological seminaries of Princeton, Auburn, Cincinnati, and

Allegheny. "The Sociological Aspects of Foreign Missions" was sug-

gested to Dr. Dennis by the students of Princeton, and while the original

lectures occupied onlv an hour in the delivery, thev have been enlarged to

fill two large volumes. Dr. Dennis has corresponded with missionaries in

all parts of the world and sent a carefully prepared circular with detailed

questions to over three hundred missionaries. Their replies were so pertinent

and valuable that Dr. Dennis had an abundant supply of data from which to

collate his subject matter. Lie has made us all his debtors in bringing

together a strategic array of facts which will furnish material for many an
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auxiliary meeting and missionary speech. At the end of each lecture are

given the literature and authorities for that course of thought, and in this

way the volume is enriched by the bibliography bearing on the different sub-

jects discussed.

The only books on missions which compare with this for information are

the Cyclopedia of Missions, issued by Funk & Wagnalls some years ago,

and Dr. Dennis's own " Foreign Missions after a Century."

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS. '

December.—Events of the year 1897 connected with Mission Work.

1898.

January.—The Evolntion of Africa.

February.—Christian Explorers and Pioneers in Africa.

March.—The Zulu Mission.

April.—The Zulu Mission.

Jfay.—Missionary Treasuries.

June.—Larfd Yet to be Possessed.

July.—Young People's Work.

August.—The Island World.

Septe?nber.—East Central Africa.

October.—West Central Africa.

Novei?iber.—Thank-offering Meetings.

EVENTS OF THE YEAR 1S97 IN CONNECTION WITH
MISSION WORK.
TOPIC FOR NOVEMBER.

While the "Events of the Year" would refer largely to political and

national occurrences, we should mention as a most important event the move-

ment among colleges and educational institutions in mission lands as con-

ducted by Mr. John R. Mott, and described in his book, " Strategic Points

in the World's Conquest. The Universities and Colleges as related to the

Progress of Christianity." The book is, or should be, in town libraries, and

a copy may be obtained from the circulating library of the Woman's Board.

Among the events in different countries we should mention, in Africa, the

remarkable revivals as mentioned in " Extracts from Letters," and articles in

Life and Light for July and August. China, " The Waking Up in the

Matter of Reforms," see Missionary Review for February (30 Lafayette
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Place, New York City, price 25 cents). Japan, "The Brightening Pros-

pect for Missionary Work," see Missionary Herald for June, article by
Rev. J. R. Mott, and Dr. Greene's article in Life and Light, page 481.

It may. be the best use of the time for the meetings to spend it principally

on events in India and Turkey, taking up the plague and famine in India, and
the Greco-Turkish war for Turkey. For India we know of nothing better than

the articles by Mr. Julian Hawthorne, in the Cosmopolitan for July,

August, and September, to which we would add one by Rev. F. E. Clark,

D.D., in Lippincott \y, for July. A clear statement of the action of the

" Powers" for the year, in connection with the war, is given in the Fort-

nightly Review for August (112 Wall Street, New York City, price 2$

cents). Scribner's for October also has a valuable 'article on the subject.

An interesting sketch of the religious element in the Eastern Crisis may be

found in the Quarterly Review for July, probably found in town libraries.

To these we would add descriptions of work in the Missionary Herald,

February, March, April, and May, 1897, anc* Life and Light for January,

February, March, and April..

ANNUAL MEETING.

The thirtieth annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions will

be held in the Second Congregational Church, New London, Conn., on

Wednesday and Thursday, November 3 and 4, 1897. Ah1

ladies interested

are cordially invited to be present. Arrangements for reduced railroad

fares are being made, of which details will be given later by circular and in

The Congregationalist. A meeting specially for delegates will be held on

Tuesday, November 2d.

The ladies of New London will be happy to entertain all regularly

accredited Branch delegates and missionaries during the meeting. All such

desiring entertainment are requested to send their names to Miss Emma
Douglas, 15 Brainard Street, New London, the chairman of the committee

on hospitality. To delegates and others who may desire to secure board,

suitable places at reasonable rates will be recommended on application to

the above address. It is earnestly requested that if any ladies who send

their names desire not to attend the meeting, the committee be promptly

notified.

We are not yet able to give full details of the programme, but we are

able to announce a paper by Miss E. S. Gilman, of Norwich, on " Three

Early Missionaries from Eastern Connecticut," and one by Mrs. Merrill E.

Gates, of Amherst, on the importance of missionary information, to be
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followed by discussion. The session on Wednesday afternoon is to be

specially adapted to young ladies, at which we are to have present Miss

Kara-Ivanova, a graduate of our Constantinople College, and Mrs. John
Dube, a graduate of Inanda Seminary. Mrs. John R. Mott has also been

invited for this session, and we hope she can attend. A large number of

missionaries are expected to be present to give us a feast of good things.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receiptsfrom August 18, 1897, to September 18, 1897.

Miss Sarah Louise Day, Treasurer.

MAINE.

Maine Branch.—Mrs. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Castine, Desert Palm Soc, 55;
Centre Lebanon, Little Cedars of Leb-
anon, M. B., 10; Greenville, Jr. C. E.
S., 5: Houlton, Mrs. Geo. 15. Page, 10;
Mechanic Falls, .Mite-box coll., 17;
Portland, Second Parish, Jr. C. E. S.,

20; Saco, Aux., 22; Searsport, Givers
and Gleaners M. C, 5, C. E. S., 12; So.
Bridgton, Aux., 5.50, 161 50

Total, 101 50

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
New Hampsfiire Branch.— Miss Abby E.
Mclntire, Treas. Acworth, Aux., 6.50;
Amherst, Aux., 2.48; Atkinson, Aux.,
20, Flowers of Hope M. C, 23, Daugh-
ters of the Covenant, 1; Bennington,
7.25; Brentwood, Aux., 7.44; Bristol,
Aux., 8; Claremout, Aux. (of wh. 25 to
const. L. M. Miss .Melissa Case), 35.50;
Concord, Aux., 42; Derry, East, First
Ch., Aux., 9; Dover, First Cll., Aux.,
51; Dunbarton, Aux., 9. Cradle Roll, 3;
Farinington, Aux., 17.15; Francestown,
Aux., 20; GofTstown (of wh. 25 to const.
L. M. Mrs. John M. Parker), 40.44;
Hampton, Buds of Promise, M. C, 5;
Hanover, Aux., 24. C. E. S., 25; Wide
Awakes M. C , 25; Hillsboro and Rock-
ingham Co., Friends, 2"; H i nsdale, C. E.
S.,3; Hollis, Aux., 20.43: Hudson, Aux.,
13; Jaffrey, Lilies of the Field, M. C,
with prev. contri. to const. L. M. Miss Ola
R. Johnson, 20; Kingston, Aux., 11.50;
Laconia, Aux , add'l, 2; Lancaster,
Aux., with prev. contri. to const. L. M.
Mrs. Percival F. Marston, 12.50, C. E.
S., 20, Jr. C. E. S.. 20, I.oval Ten M. C,
5, Cradle Roll, 5.25; Lisbon, Aux., 17.03;
Littleton, Aux., 39; Manchester, First
Ch., Aux., 135, Y. L. Soc, 25.25. Frank-
lin St. Ch., Aux., 150, South Main St.
Ch., Aux., 33, Children, 10; Marlboro,
Aux., 10.75; Mason, Aux., 12; Meriden,
Aux., 11; Merrimack, Aux., 16.70;
Mont Vernon, Aux., 25; Nashua, Aux.,
A Friend, 30; New Boston, Aux., 13;
Newfields, Aux., 12, Miss. Circle. 5.75;
Northampton, Aux., 28.21, Miss Ella M.
Haines, 10; North wood, Aux., 21.84;
Pembroke, Aux., 7; Peterboro, Aux.,
22.57; Plymouth, Aux., 43.50, Mrs.

Hannah B. Brown, 25; Portsmouth,
Aux., 74.84, C. E. S., 10; Rindge, Aux.,
with prev. contri. to const. L. M's Mrs.
C. W. Huse, Mrs. Sarah M. Kimball,
Mrs. Henry A. Wetherbee, 35.29; Sea-
brook and Hampton Falls, Aux., 20,
Seaside M. C.,8; Sullivan Co., An. Meet.
Th. Off., 2.02; Temple, Aux., 1.70; Wal-
pole, Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L. M.
Mrs. Emily C. Jennison), 30; West Con-
cord, Aux"., 11.10, Granite M. B.f 10;
Westmoreland, A Friend, 5; Wolfeboro,
Newell Circle, 40, 1,485 99

Total, 1,485 99

VERMONT.
Vermont /?ranc/i.—Mrs. T. M. Howard,
Treas. Alburgh, Aux., 6; Bakersfield,
Aux., 3; Barnet, Mrs. A. Holmes, 5,

Kxtra-Cent-a-Day, 13.96; Bane, H. M.
Soc, Extra-Cent-a-Day, 8.48; Barton,
Anx.,30; Barton Landing, Jr. C. E. S.,

3.50; Barfon Landing ami Brownington
(of wh. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs. Edna
Dutton), 26; Bellows Falls (of wh. 25 to
const. L. M. Mrs. George H. Gorham),
41.42; Bennington, 25, Mrs. Geo. W.
Harmon, 5, First Ch.. S. S. Class of
Girls. 6, Centre Aux., 77.51, North Aux.,
13; Berkshire, East. Aux., 10.40; Brad-
ford. Aux., 12.80; Brattleboro, C. E. S.,

10, Fessenden Helping Hands M. C, 5;
Brattleboro, West (of wh. 25 to const.
L. M. Miss Elizabeth Crosby, and 4.26

Extra-Cent-a-Day), 29.86, King's Daugh-
ters, Whatsoever, 5, Watchful, 5;
Brookfield, First Ch., 14, Second Ch.,
with prev. contri. to const. L. M. Mrs.
Marv Ralph. 20.75, C. E. S.,5: Burling-
ton. *Aux. (Kxtra-Cent-a-Day, 18), 180 07.

A Friend, in memoriam "Mrs. Isabel
Atwater White, 10, Daughters of the
Covenant. 45, Miss. Band, 13.03, Bijou
M. C, 3.50; Cabot, Aux., 17; Cambridge,
Aux., 20; Castleton, Aux., 4.60; Charles-
town, West, Aux., 13.84, Jr. C. E. S.,

1.60; Charlotte, Aux., 17.55; Chelsea,
Aux., Extra-Cent-a-Day, 10; Colchester,
Aux., 6.16: Corinth, East. Aux., Extra-
Cent-a-Day. 1.90; Cornwall, Aux., 17.05;

Coventrv, Aux.. 11; Craftsburv, North,
Aux., 13: Danville, Aux., 32.35; Derby,
Aux. (Extra-Cent-a-Dav, 1.25), 7.55;

Dorset, S. S.. 12, C. E.'S., 5; Dorset,
East, Aux., 6; Duinmerston, Aux., 23;
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Elizabethtown, N. Y., Mrs. A. W. W.,
2; Enosburgh (of vvh. 25 to const. L. M.
.Mrs. Theresa K. Wright* and 1 Extra-
Cent-a-Day), 27; Essex Centre, Aux.,
13.58, Junction Aux. (Extra-Cent-a-Day,
2.92), 13.20; Fairfax, .Mrs. E. J. Pu'r-
raort, 2; Franklin Co. Assoc., 5;
Georgia, Aux., 13; Glover, West (Extra-
Cent-a-Day, 2), with prev. contri. to
const. L. M. Mrs. James Dow, 22 55;
Greensboro, Aux., 14.18; Guildhall,
Aux., 5; Hardwick, East, Aux. (of wb.
50 to const. L. M's Mrs. Annie Adgate,
Mrs. Jolm H. George, 13.72, Extra-Cent-
a-Day), 50.27; Hartford, Aux., 36.50;
Hi liesburgh, Aux. (Extra-Ceut-a-Day,
90), 3.25; Jericho, Aux., 7; Jericho
Centre, Aux. (Extra-Cent-a- Day, 62 cts.),

17; Johnson, Aux. (of wh. 25 to const.
L. M. Miss Mary L. Hill), 36.50, S. S.

Prim. Class, 5; Ludlow, Aux., 20;
Lunenburg, Aux., 8. 50, South, Sch. chil-
dren, 41 cts.; Lyndon, Aux., to const.
L. M's Mrs. L. VI. K nit, Mrs. T. M. Vail,
50, Buds of Promise M. C, 15; Lyndon-
ville (Extra-Cent-a-I)av, 3.14, Busy Bees,
23.89, of which 25 to const. L. \i. .Miss

Grace Finney), 30.03; Manchester, Aux.,
35.84, Cheerful Workers M. C, 1; Meln-
does Falls, Aux., 11.50; Middlebnry,
Extra-Cent-a-Dav, 2.75; Milton (Extra-
Cen t-a- Day, 4.09), 16.03; Montpelier
(Extra-Cent-a-Dav, 5.8S), 32.55; New-
bury, 60; Newfaiie, C. E. S., 2; New
Haven, 10; Newport, 5; Northfield (of

wh. 50 to const. L. M's Mrs. Geo. Denny
and Mrs. Marshall D. Smith), 65; Nor-
wich, 28; Orwell (of wh. 50 to const. L.
M's Mrs. H. H. Bascom, Mrs. Olive
Moffltt, and 3.72 Extra-Cent-a-Dav), 70,

Jr. C. E. S., 10; Pe.ichatn, Aux., 60.48;
Pittsford, Aux., 117.75; Poultney, East,
Aux., 5.75; Post Mills (Extra-Cent-a-
Day, 2.79), with prev. contri. to const.
L. M. Mrs. M. C. Child. 18.79, Y~. L., 1.89,

Miss. Band, 1.11; Putney, Mrs. A. S.

Taft.5, 0. E. S., 10.40; Randolph, Aux.,
10, Ways and Means, 10, Center Aux.,
(Extra-Cent-a-Day, 3.60), 9.30, S. S., 10,

C. E. S., 6.84 (of wh. 25 to const. L. M.
Mrs. Harriet Hutchinson), 26.14; Itich-

mond, Extra-Cent-a-Day, 3 05; Roches-
ter (Extra-Cent-a-Day, 6), 17.37; Rupert,
Aux., 25; Rutland, Aux., 50; Rutland,
West, Aux., 10; Sharon, Aux., 10.30;

Sheldon, Aux., 3.50; Shoreham, Aux.,
17.55; So. Hero, Aux. (Extra-Cent-a-
Day, 2.55), 12.55; Springfield, Aux. (Th.
Off., 18.12), 88.12; St. Albans, 103.50; St.

Johnsbury, East, Margaret Mission, 5,

North Oh., Aux. (Extra-Cent-a-Day, 62
cts.), 183.55, Daughters of the Covenant,
20, S. s., Miss Bingham's Class, 5,

Cradle Roll, 6, South Oh., Aux. (Extra-
Cent-a-Day, 1), 69.26, Jr. Aux., 30, Jr.
C. E. S., 5; Stowe, Aux. (of wh. 50 to
const. L. M's Mrs. G. M. Culver, Mrs.
Geo. Fisher, 32.25, Th. Off.), 61 ; Straf-
ford, Extra-Cent-a-Day, 14, C. E. S., 10;
Troy, North, Aux., 3.20; Underbill, Aux.
(Extra-Cent-a-Day, 4.47), 22.72; Ver-
gennes, Aux., 39; Waitsfield, Home
Circle, 5; Wallingf ord, Extra-Cent-a-
Day, 6; Waterford, Lower, 8; Water-
ville, with payment from Johnson, to

const. L. M. Mrs. Elva Scott, 8.50 ; Wells
River (Extra-Cent-a-Day, 1.50), 9; West-

minster, C. E. S., 5; Williainstown,
Extra-Cent-a-Day, 2.51 ; W i 1 1 i s t o n
(Extra-Cent-a-Day, 3.48), 12; Wilming-
ton, 16.50; Windsor, 24.50; Winooski,
Extra-Cent-a-Day, 1.20; Woodstock (of
vvh. 125 to const. L. AI's Mrs. E. B.
Clapp, .Mrs. Ellen F. Pitkin, Miss Caro-
line A. Pitkin, Mrs. Mary E. Purple,
Mrs. E. W. Tyrell, 50.75 Th. Off.), 131.72,
Cradle Roll, 2, 2,913 45

Total, 2,913 45

MASSACHUSETTS.

Andover and Wobum Branch.—Mvs.
Chas. E. Swett, Treas. Andover, Mrs.
A. M. Foster, 4-10. Y. L. Soc, 13.20;
Billeriea, Aux., with prev. contri. to
const. L. M. .Mrs. Jane B. Tyler; Bur-
lington, Aux. (of wh. two boys, H.
Leonard Marion, 21 cts., Fred L. Walk-
er, 12 cts.), Extra-Cent-a-Day env.,
18.61; Lawrence, Trinity Ch., Aux., 28,

Miss'y Cadets, 9; Lowell, High St. Oh.,
Helping Hand Soc, 20; Wakefield,
M ission Workers, 5, 98 21

Barnstable II ranch.— Miss Amelia Snow,
Treas. Dennis, Aux., 1.24; Harwich-
port, 2.79; South Dennis, Aux., 5; South
Wellfleet, 1; Truro, Aux., 4, 14 03

Berkshire Branch.—Mrs. Chas. E. West,
Treas. Adams, Aux., 9; Hinsdale, Aux.,
23.83; HOUsatonic, Aux., 12, Three
Friends, 6; Pittsfield, First Ch., Aux.,
20.75, South Ch., Aux., 23.86; Stock-
bridge, Aux., 7, 102 44

Boston.—V. F. T., 5, A Friend, 132, 137 CO
Essex Worth Branch.— Mrs. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Haverhill, Riverside
Ch., S. S., 5, Union Ch., S. S., Prim.,
Dept., 7; New buryport, Belleville Ch.,
Aux., Miss Julia Balcll, 20, North Ch.,
C. E. S.. 15.65; Rowley, Aux., 35, 82 65

Essex South Branch^— Miss Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Cliftondale, Aux., 11.50;
Middleton, Aux., 5; Peabody, Aux.,
199.35; Salem, Tabernacle Ch., Aux.,
1.12. 216 97

Everett. -First Ch., 6 08
Franklin Co. Branch.—Miss Lucy A. Spar-
hawk, Treas. Ashfield, Aux., 35;
Bernardston, Aux., 15.35; Greenfield,
Aux., 7.58; Hawley. Aux., 3.41; Orange,
United Helpers M. C, 8.02; South Deer-
field, Aux.. 11.50, 80 86

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss Harriet J.
Kneeland, Treas. Easthampton, Cove-
nant Hand, 18.83; Hatfield, Aux., 10;
South Amherst, Aux., 2; Southampton,
Sunshine Hand, 6; South Hadley, B, 3;
Williamsburg, Aux., 10; Worthington,
C. E. S.. 13.60, 63 43

Hebronville. — Mv* L. T. Bourne, 100
Middlesex Branch.— 'Sirs. E. H. Bigelo.w,
Treas. 1 1 oil iston, Aux., 14; Lincoln,
Aux., 61, Miss. Circle, 25, Cradle Roll,

9; Maynard, C. E. S., 10; Sherborn,
Miss A. H. Coolidge, 2; So. Natick,
Anne Eliot Soc, 10; Wellcsley, Aux.,
56, 187 00

Norfolkand Pilgrim Branch.— Miss Sarah
B. Tirrell, Treas. Cohasset, Aux., 42.10;

Rockland, Aux., 5.31; Whitman, Aux.,
4, 51 41

No. Middlesex Branch —Mrs. Elizabeth
Hunt, Treas. Concord, May env., 1.47,
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Mary Shepard Watchers M. C, 5; Har-
vard, C. E. S., 10, 16 47

Old Colony Branch.—Miss Frances J.
Runnels, Tiens. No. Dighton, Aux., 72 00

Springfield Branch.—M iss Harriet T.
Buckingham, Tieas. Chicopee, First
Cli., Aux., 16; Feeding Hills, Aux.,
Extra-Cent-a-Day, 6.50; Holyoke, Fuse
Ob., Aux., 2; Ludlow Centre, Aux.,
13 65, Precious Pearls M. C.,5; Spring-
field, Miss Mary K. Stevens, 2o, Me-
morial Ch., Aux. (Extra-Cent-a-Day,
15), 30; Wilbraham, Aux., 3, 96 15

Suffolk Branch.—Miss Myra 15. Child,
Treas. Allston, Aux., 75; Boston, Cen-
tral Ch., Aux., Miss Amelia de F. Lock-
wood, 50, Union Ch., Aux., 100; Brook-
line, Harvard Ch., Aux., Mrs. Elizabeth
R. Lovett, to const, herself a L. M., 25;
Cambridge, First Ch., Aux. (of wh. 50
to const. L. M's Mrs. Francis Flint, Mrs.
Geo. S. Sanders), 60, Shepard Guild, 5;
Chelsea, Mrs. Anna S. Butler, 15; Dor-
chester, Miss Murdock, 3, Friends,
through Harvard Ch., 25; Hyde Park,
C. E. S., 5; Newton Highlands, Aux.,
9.48; Newtonville, Cradle Roll, 46.87;

Roxbury, Eliot Ch., C. E. S., 10.50;

Walnut Ave. Ch., Weekly Off., six

nios., 4; Somerville. Franklin St. Ch.,

A Member, 1 ;
Walpole, Aux., 1.64, 436 49

Wilmington.—A Friend, 3 00

Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs. Minnie D.
Tucker, Treas. Bane, Aux., 19; Fitch-
burg, Rollstone Ch., Benevolences for
six mos., 8.91 ; Gardner, Aux., 15; .'Mill-

bury, Second Ch., Aux., 88; South-
bridge, Aux., 7.34; Warren, Aux., 9;
Worcester, Park Ch., Aux., 3, Extra-
Cent-a-Day Band, 2, Pilgrim Ch., Aux.,
17.29, 169 54

Total,

LEGACIES.

Total. 234 37

CONNECTICUT.

Eastern Conn. Branch.— Miss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Norwich, Park Ch.,
Aux., A Friend, 100 00

Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford
Scott, Treas. Berlin, Cradle Roll, 5;
E. Windsor, Aux., 10; Enfield, Aux.. 10;
Hartford, Pearl St. Ch., Aux., 2; New
Britain, South Ch., Jr. C. E. S., 5; So.
Coventry, Aux., 9.70; Suffield, Aux.,
110; West Hartford, Mrs. B. R. Abbee,
2. 153 70

New Haven Branch.— Miss Julia Twin-
ing, Treas. Branford, Aux., toward
Life Membership Miss Laura A. Wil-

1,834 73

Granby.—Legacy Mrs. Ellen C. Brown,
Simeon Kellogg, exr., to const. L. M.
Mrs. Jennie M. Barnes, 25 00

Haverhill.—Legacy Mrs. Mary B. Jones
in full, G. Colburn Clement, Samuel
Merrill, exrs., 187 35

RHODE ISLAND.

Rhode Island Branch.—Mrs. G. E. Luther,
Treas. Kingston, Aux., 45.57; Provi-
dence, Beneficent Ch., Aux., 186.60,

Union Ch., Jr. C. E. S., 2.20, 234 37

ford, 19.20, Prim. S. S., toward same, 8;
Brookfield Centre, Aux., 7; Canaan,
Aux., 5; Cromwell, Aux., 36.69; Green-
wich, Aux., 35; Kent. 100; Litchfield,
Aux., 72.32; Middletown, First Ch.,
Aux .(of wh.25 from Rev. Wm. E. Foster,
to const. L. M. Miss Esther Talcott
Derby), 118.18; Milford, 4.07; Nauga-
tuck, M. C, 17; New Canaan, Aux., 12;
New Haven, Taylor Ch., Y. L

, 10; Nor-
walk, Aux., 10; Portland, Aux., 3.H9;
Roxbury, 33; Ridgefield, S. F., 1.25;
Salisbury, Aux., 26; Sharon, B. B., 60;
Stamford, Aux., 25; Stratford, Aux.,
43; Westchester, Aux., 3.10; Westport,
Aux., 10; Woodbury, First Ch., Lad.
Missy Soc, 25, 684 20

Total,

NEW YORK.

New York State Branch.—Mrs. Guilford
Dudley, Treas. Aquebogue, Friends,
7.75; Binghamton, First Ch., Aux., 32;
Plymouth Ch., W. INI. S., 10; Brooklyn,
Lewis Ave. Ch., Evangel Circle, 3,

Tompkins Ave. Ch., Aux., 100, S. S.,

200; Buffalo, Mrs. W. G. Bancroft, 300,
First Ch., C. E. S., 5 27, Niagara Sq. Ch.,
\Y. M. S., with prev. coniri. to const.
L. M. Mrs. Henry Wolbert, 7; Derby,
Aux., 3.10; Fairport, Aux., 24; Frank-
lin, Aux., 3.56; Gloversville, Lad. Benev.
Assoc., 1.57; Lockport, First Ch., Aux.,
10; Middletown, First Ch., Lad. Guild,
8.14, North Ch., Aux., 3.55; Mannsville,
M. C., 10; New Haven, Aux., 20, Willing
Workers M. C, 10, C. E. S., 5; New-
York, Mrs. Geo. S. Hickok, 5, Christ Ch.,
Aux., 2.17; Owego, Aux., 3.1*, C. E. S.,

15; Patchogue, Aux., 15.32; Foughkeep-
sie, Aux., 15; Rutland, Aux., 9.60; Sen-
eca Falls, Aux., 5. Less expenses,
132.75, 701 42

Total, 7U1 42

PENNSYLVANIA.

Wyalusing.—Mrs. Sarah C. Adams, 10 00

Total, 10 00

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.

Philadelphia Branch. -Miss Emma Fla-
vell, Treas. D. C. Washington, First
Ch., 22; N. J., Bound Brook, Pilgrim
Workers M. ('., 10; Elizabeth. C. E. S.,

10; Jersey Citv, Happy Workers for
Jesus M. C., 10; Westfield, Aux., 101.80.

Less expenses, 25,

Total, 128 80

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Webster.—A Friend, 40

Total, 40

General Funds,
Gifts for Special Objects,
Variety Account,
Legacies,

7,795 61

612 95
16 12

212 35

Total, $8,637 03



THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMAN'S BOARD OF
THE PACIFIC.

The annual meeting of the W. B. M. P. was held in Plymouth Church, San .

Francisco, on Wednesday, September 8th. The day was lovely and fresh,

and a goodly number of ladies assembled at an early hour in the pleasant

church. This was one of a group of meetings held on successive davs.

On Tuesday afternoon and evening the Young Ladies' Branch held a

meeting in connection with the Home Missionary Daughters. This was
mainly a meeting of delegates to the Woman's Board, and was held in the

First Congregational Church. Mrs. Jewett presided, speaking some fitting

words from the passage, "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse." The
roll call of the churches was then made, and many responded with words of

encouragement; others with the familiar notes, "We have not done as well

as we wished we had, or as we hope to do another year." The plan of

systematic giving, preparing for it, thinking about it beforehand, was seen

to be the most successful, and the most scriptural at the same time. Our
last Snndav-school lesson was a fine illustration of this, by "making up

beforehand vour bounty." So Pan) exhorts the churches. The custom

which too largely prevails of deferring the collections and contributions to

the very last of the year, and then giving what we "happen to have,"

albeit with the most benevolent wish that it were " ten times as much," is

neither wise nor sensible, any more than would be providing for our families

in that way, or for our daily meals. Every successful enterprise in this

world is the result of careful forethought and "purposing in one's heart."

When there is more of " Thanksgiving Ann's" " systematics," our Boards

will not be lamenting depleted treasuries as now.

It was a matter of very great regret that Miss Mary Williams, the efficient

and much esteemed president of the Young Ladies' Branch, presented her

resignation, as she intends to go East for a while. No one was found on the

day of election of the officers of the Young Ladies' Branch to succeed her. In

the evening a rally of the young ladies' societies was held, presided over by

(5i7)
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Miss May Williams and Miss Potter. After the usual devotional exercises,

the Rev. Mr. Rader was introduced to speak on the subject, "The Relation

of Young People to Home Missions." The grand opportunities opening

before young people in tins our day, stimulating them to bring ail their

talents into the service of the Lord, and the success of women in missionary

work, was especially emphasized.

A Gospel song by three Chinese children followed, and a collection taken

for both societies. Miss Williams then introduced Mr. Brown. She said

she had been forehanded, and asked Mr. Brown before he went abroad to

look up missions especially ; and he said the first thing she said to him when
he reached Oakland was: "Plow are you? How is Mis. Brown? We
want you to speak at our annual meeting September ist." Air. Brown said

his impressions were almost those of a layman on foreign missions. He
was much interested in the work of the United Presbyterians in Egypt. He
was present at a meeting when eight converts were received into the church,

and he was so thrilled that he believed he could then and there have preached

the best missionary sermon of his life. He spoke of the work being done in

Smyrna by the American Board, and in Constantinople at Robert College.

But he said impressions are constantly being made on these people, whether

or no, by Christian nations, and these impressions would in time produce results.

Miss Rogers, of Oakland, sang most beautifully, "Thy will be done."

The second day's session was held at Plymouth Church, San Francisco,

and was the annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions for the Pa-

cific. The devotional exercises of the morning were led by Miss Effie Gun-

nison, formerly our missionary in Japan. The leading thought was prayer,

getting hold of God, so that we have an assurance that we have an answer.

The annual election of officers was next held ; no change being made, ex-

cept that Mrs. Dr. Adams's name was added to the list of Vice Presidents.

Mrs. Coulson brought pleasant greetings from the Woman's Board of Bap-

tist Churches, and Mrs. Kelly from the Presbyterian Board. She spoke of

their sorrow at the loss of Miss Culbertson,—Miss Culbertson, who seemed

to belong to us all, so that their loss is our loss also. The reports of the

Secretaries were then rend,—Mrs. L. H. Hallock, Recording Secretary;

Mrs. W. J. Wilcox, Home Secretary; and Mrs. C. W. Farnum, Foreign

Secretary. These were all able and interesting papers, and presented in a

concise form the work of the Board for the year past.

Mrs. Albert Peck, late of China, was then introduced. She brought with

her an old painting of the Goddess of Mercy, which was presented to her

by a converted Chinese woman, who worshiped it for many years before she

found the true God. This woman had been peculiarly brought up. Her
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father did not teach his children any religion. He told them he believed

there was a true God somewhere, but the Chinese did not know this
;
may be

some time they would find him. This woman was one day in the dispensary

of a medical mission, and there heard for the first time the story of the cross.

She inquired eagerly about it, and when she had heard she believed, and

her first wish was to go and tell her aged father, who was over ninety years

of age, the glad news.

The Treasurer's reports, which are always awaited so eagerly, were next

read. Miss Goodhue reported over nine hundred dollars from the Young
Ladies' Branch, which is included in Miss Merriam's report of the mother

society. This Board pledged themselves last year, not without some fear

and trembling, to raise $4,626.80. Only a little over two hundred dollars

of this remains to be raised, which gave great joy to all our workers. It

was better than we feared,—better than we hardly dared to hope. A collec-

tion was taken which reduced the deficit to a little over one hundred dollars.

During the collection Mrs. Farnum made a short but emphatic plea for

The Pacific. The Pacific should be supported because it is a religious pa-

per, and every Christian family should have a religious paper; because it is

the organ of Congregationalists on this Coast, and we should be loyal to our

local enterprises; and because it helps our Board in multiplying its mis-

sionary news for the benefit of our auxiliaries. Let the women of our mission-

ary societies champion the cause of The Pacific. We can secure the three

or four hundred new subscribers needed to place it on its feet if we will. Let

us do it.

Lunch was provided by the young ladies of Plymouth Church.

The afternoon of Wednesday was largely a farewell to outgoing mission-

aries. The devotional exercises were conducted by Miss Mary Perkins, re-

cently from India. Her subject was " Love." " Lovest thou Me more than

these?" Later on in the day Mrs. Arthur H. Smith gave a Bible reading

on " Believing."

Thus we had given us by those who had led our devotions during the two

days, Mrs. Jewett, Miss Gunnison, Miss Perkins and Mrs. Smith, four

pearls of thought to take with us during the coming year. They were Giv-

ing, Praying, Loving, Believing. Mr. Colvin sang, with good effect, " Go
ye into all the world." Mrs. Jewett then introduced the missionaries, and

asked them to take seats on the platform, so that the audience might see

their faces and know them. There were present Rev. and Mrs. Chas. VV.

Price and daughter, Mrs. A. H. Smith, Miss Wainwright, Rev. and Mrs.

Cyrus Clark (nee Hattie Gulick), and Rev. and Mrs. S. L. Gulick, besides

Mr. Galen M. Fisher, of Oakland, who goes out to Japan in the work of the
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Y. M. C. A. And, by the way, this Fisher family bids fair to rival the

Scudders and the Gulicks in its contribution of missionaries. Mr. Galen M.
Fisher is the third from the same fa mil}-, besides Miss Grace Fisher, who
made an interesting address on " What I Saw of Mission Work in India."

Each missionary was introduced and made a short address; eacli one

gave us some gem of thought which we wish we could reproduce here for

the benefit of those who could not be present. Most of these missionaries

sailed September 2d for China and Japan. Rev. Dr. Adams made a most

earnest prayer, committing them and their work to God. The one thing

that all asked of us here in the home land was to pray for them—not

once, but daily. Mrs. Dr. Hallock sang most beautifully " Heaven is My
Home." It touched many a heart. As in a well-ordered feast the sweets

are left to the last, so the dear little children who, under the direction of

Miss Barker and Miss McKee, came forward to fill up the last half hour,

made a happy ending to the day. With their bright, happy faces, and their

little recitations they charmed everybody. The quartette of Chinese children,

with their motion songs, lisping the name of Jesus^ were an object lesson in

mission work. One little fellow, scarcely two feet high, bedecked in all the

gay toggery of his people, carried the American flag, and with a face as

imperturbable as his ancestral Joss, " hurrahed for the flag of the United

States," to the great amusement of the audience.

The close of this, the second day of our meetings, only left us with sharp-

ened appetites for the feast of the next day, in Oakland,—the annual meeting

of the Home Missionary Union.

The Fiji's An English earl, who was an infidel, went, not long ago, to

Answer. visit the Fiji Islands. "You are a great chief," he said to one

man, " and it is a pity for you to listen to those missionaries. Nobody

believes any more in that old book called the Bible that they try to teach

you, that you have been so foolish as to be taken in by, nor in that story of

Jesus Christ ; we have all learned better." The eyes of the chief flashed

as he replied: "Do vou see that great stone over there? On that stone

the heads of our victims were crushed. Do you see that native oven over

yonder? In that oven we roasted the human bodies for our great feasts.

Now if it hadn't been for the missionaries and that old book, and the great love

of Jesus Christ, which has changed us from savages into God's children, you

would never leave this spot. You have reason to thank God for the gospel,

for without it you would have been killed and roasted in yonder oven, and

we would soon be feasting on you."

—

Ex.



THANK-OFFERING MEETING OF THE W. B. M. I.

Looking backward with songs of thanksgiving, moving forward with

zealous determination, was the double refrain of the annual thank-offering

meeting in our consecrated rooms. And, truly, the two hearty, earnest mis-

sionaries standing before us in their wholesome good cheer,—our Wyckoft

sisters, representing their noble, self-sacrificing work of the past, and the

sweet-faced Miss Clark, just pressing forward into Africa,—were inspiration

to both ; and those beautiful ministrants, the flowers, blooming in all parts

of the room, above and around, added to the glad service of joy. With

Mrs. J. B. Leake in the chair, Mrs. Moses Smith to lead in the responsive

service, Mrs. Moore to conduct the music, and Miss Jenkins' ready touch

at the piano, Mrs. Case, Mrs. Humphrey, and Miss Pollock mighty in

prayer, we were insured a blessed meeting. In powerful contrast with the

degradation of heathenism was our opening song, "Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God Almighty ;" and then followed an outpouring of gratitude in a

responsive service, reminding one of the days of the Psalmist, when chorus

echoed chorus from side to side, and hearts filled with gratitude poured it

out in songs of thanksgiving.

Miss Grace Wyckoff gave us glimpses of the foreign life. First, those

early Chinese lessons, with their considerate native teacher, close shaven,

goggled, and long queued, who yet groaned, sighed, and perspired over

their half-expressed struggling thoughts. Then the Pang-Chuang work,

where women and girls from eleven villages come up to attend what we
would call a three weeks' Institute, learning of God's word and work, how
to pray, and to enter into Christian fellowship, so blessed

;
returning to their

(521)
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several villages that the leaven may permeate. And last the touring, with

its great responsibilities and opportunities. The preparations needed

reminded one of the Klondike tonnage ; the work is that of the early

evangelists with the crowds that gather, some curious, coarse, and dis-

agreeable ; but sometimes "the common people heard them gladly.''

Prayers and words of thanksgiving were offered by one and another in

different parts of the room. " For another year of service on earth," said

one, "and for the hops of eternal years of service in heaven." "For a

little daughter who came to earth on this day, taught her parents the beauty

of sacred faith, and returned." "For the comforts of home," said one,

after the perusal of a heart-breaking letter from the famine-stricken district

of Bombay. " That our children are not terrified like the Chinese, who
fear being stolen by the foreigners to be used under the railways," writes

Mrs. Anient. "For deep, precious truths made more real,"—Mrs. Mont-

gomery, from Northfield. "For the promises of God, personal, concerning

the kingdom, and for co-workers," said Mrs. Smith. And so from far and

near,—Miss Porter of China, Mrs. Capron, our ladies absent and present,

—

one hundred and eighty-seven dollars were gathered in with prayer and song.

A beautiful solo was rendered by Miss Stanford, Mrs. Hill accompanying,

and the Wyckoff sisters gave us a Chinese duet, full of music and worship.

An outgoing missionary, Miss Harriet Clark, stood before us to tell of the

realization of her dream, and of more of a realizing conception of the honor

God had conferred upon her. And then Miss Gertrude Wyckoff rose to

ask for another and another, but especially for a single missionary for Lin-

Ching, China* She pleaded with an earnestness and solemnity that hardly

brooked denial* She spoke to those who planned and to those who prayed,

to those who should consecrate themselves to their work, and to each of us

who should prepare to send those who must refresh the workers breaking

down, and must start the new work. The Mohammedan -women of Lin-

Ching let the men "do the religion," but many natives are waiting and

longing for a teacher, and a consecrated woman stands ready to go. May
not this station be opened up and many souls brought in? F. B. w.

ARE THEY ECONOMICAL?
" There are a few societies employing a comparatively small number

of missionaries, whose executive officers, including secretaries and treasur-

ers, receive no pay, carrying on the work in connection with other duties.

There are also two of considerable prominence in which these expenditures

are reduced to a minimum : the China Inland Mission and the Interna-
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tional Missionary Alliance. In the case of both, however, the duties of the

home representatives are greatly simplified by the method of conducting the

work on the field. There is very little attention paid to education, liter-

ature, or. the development of Christian communities as such. Thev are

almost entirely evangelistic in their character, and the actual conduct of

the work on the field is practically in the hands of the missionaries them-
selves. In the case of the China Inland Mission, a certain authority is vested

in the senior missionaries, and practically the general superintendent, the

Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, is autocrat. ... In each case the society depends
very much upon the personality of the man to whom it owes its organiza-

tion. Whether there is force enough in the fundamental idea to continue

the present system should these men be removed, or whether they would
gradually develop the same general features as the other societies, is a

question that future history alone can determine." Page 22.

" In this connection reference should be made to the claim of some
societies, as the China Inland Mission, that they send out missionaries much
more cheaply than do the other societies. Whether, in view of efficient and

long-continued service, the claim is well founded, is matter for future his-

tory. Contemporary statements are somewhat conflicting." Page 34.

[From " Organization and Methods of Missionary Work," by Edward Munsell Bliss,

D.D.. editor of the "Encyclopedia of Missions." This profound and comprehensive
treatise is published in paper covers for 15 cents by the Fleming H. Revell Co.]

PICTURES BY THE " PARSONESS."
BY MRS. CLARENCE F. SWIFT, LANSING, MICH.

(Read at the annual meeting of the Michigan Branch, Owosso, Mich., 1897.)

Whenever I wish for information on any subject I usually go to the

parsoness. "The parsoness ? " yon say. Certainly; why not? Does not

the parsoness belong to the community? And is she not generally regarded

as a sort of reference library for the free use of the public? I have so under-

stood ; and accordingly when asked to relate my experiences in interesting

people in missions, my own experiences having been somewhat limited, and,

as it seemed to me, unimportant, I at once thought of the parsoness, and

betook myself to her. I went prepared to spend the day, because I wished

to gain as much information as possible, and I knew well the circumstances

of the parsoness' life.

"You wish to know," said the parsoness, " my methods and experiences

in interesting people in missions. Well, this carries me back over a long

range of years, and calls to mind a great variety of circumstances and occa-
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sions. I shall not be able, probably, to give you any connected or logical

account, or definite rules for awakening interest. Rather let me describe to

you, as I have opportunity, a series of pictures— 'snap shots'—which at

various times and in divers places I have had the privilege of collecting.

They may suggest to you some lesson or idea on the question you have in

mind.
44 The first scene which occurs to me is that of a small company of women,

with determined mien and set countenances, gathered for the monthly mis-

sionary meeting. They are much in earnest, it is true, but they have the air

of conflict rather* than of concession, and the refrain,

• From Greenland's icy mountains,

From India's coral strand,'

rises exultingly in the air just as the scene changes, and another company
of good sisters, with equally set faces, and we'll-never-give-in sort of air,

comes into view. They are industriously working away on half-worn gar-

ments, and emphasizing again and again the chorus,

' You may find the heathen nearer;

You may help them at your door—your door.'
"

44 Yes, I see the lesson," said I, as the parsoness smiled. " It has divided

many ranks, and lessened the effectiveness of woman's work in many
churches, this spirit of Home vs. Foreign Missions. But the world is grow-

ing older and wiser, Madame Parsoness, and you will not be able to use your

divided picture much longer."

44 I hope not," replied my friend, " nor the one which I shall describe to

you next.

44 An exceedingly small group of sisters with long faces and whining

voices are bemoaning the fact that 4 so few of our ladies come to the mission-

ary meeting. I wonder why it is. They have time for everything else.'

There is a sad note of complaint in song, and petition, and remark, and a

general air of righteous melancholy, as the leader talks and reads, and reads

and talks, letter after letter, and tract after tract—so interesting to herself

that she is sure they must be so to her hearers. The time passes, a feeling

of martyr-like submission becomes apparent on the faces of those present,

until finally a good sister, who has visions of a supperless household awaiting

her coming, summons up courage to take her departure, earnestly wishing

that more had been present to hear the interesting
( ?) remarks ; and the

company disperses with a sense of duty performed, while the over-zealous

leader sighs at the thought of those unregenerate souls who can feel interest

in anything but missions.
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"I have discovered," said the parsoness, " that people cannot be frowned or

scolded into a missionary meeting. They must be smiled in
;
and, other

things being equal, the all-around woman, the one who is interested in all

good things, but knows how to discriminate between the good, the better, and

the best ; the sympathetic woman, who can even see some hope for those

who, by reason of early training or lack of her advantages, have not vet

reached her high plane of Christian thought,—such a woman is the one to

successfully do the smiling."

When I next had an opportunity for a word with the parsoness she

described to me a picture, which she said she had often seen and wondered

over. It represented a group of ladies marching along with quick step and

resolute air, glancing neither to the right nor left. They reminded me of

the so-called "middle-of-the-road" politicians in the last campaign, but the

parsoness said they were simply ladies on their way home from the mission-

ary meeting. It had been a good meeting, too, and these ladies had really

enjoyed it, but no one knew that fact nor ever would know it from their lips.

These same persons returning from a social gathering were full of animation

and enthusiasm, and their friends who didn't go, soon had the opportunity

of knowing what a good time they had missed. The moral, you see, is

plain.

U I believe that even the words 4 missions' and ' missionary,' beautiful as

'they are in their significance,—missionary, the one sent, sent by the Master

to call others to him,—must sometimes be omitted when the aim is to attract

the uninterested. To illustrate : Here is an assembly of college students in

a college famed for its missionary spirit. See the looks of dejection, as

though some piece of evil news had come to them. The announcement has

just been received that Mr. So-and-So, a missionary of many years in China,

will address them. . . . See the same students alert with expectation.

The announcement has been received that Mr. So-and-So, the traveler, who

has spent twenty years among the nations of the East, will relate his

experiences. The truth is more readily appropriated when it is heard

willingly and without prejudice," said the parsoness.

"Another scene: Here is a choice collection of literature labeled 'Mis-

sionary Library.' Mrs. Paton's 'Letters from the New Hebrides' is among

the number. It lies for months uncalled for, untouched. Who cares to

read a missionary work? Look again : A gentleman on the train is absorbed

in reading a book loaned him by a friend. He hardly knows when he has

reached his journey's end, so interested is he in what he reads. 'It is

fascinating,' he exclaims, as he hurriedly returns it ;
' I must manage in

some way to finish it.' A glance reveals the fact that it is that same Mrs.
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Paton's ' Letters from the New Hebrides' which reposed unread in the

missionary library. It has taught its lesson all the more effectively without

its missionary label. I should much prefer," said the parsoness, "to leave

the word 'missionary' out entirely, save where it will receive the respect

it merits.

"Here is an entirely different picture. It is a hotel corridor. The
morning papers have just come in. These gentlemen are devouring them

as gentlemen do. The telegraphic news is eagerly scanned, the editorials,

the foreign items. The Turkish atrocities come in their turn. 'Horrible!'

exclaims one. 'What heroism!' says another. 'And that plucky little

woman is a missionary. Well, if that don't beat me ! And we Americans

sit still and stand that sort of thing. It's outrageous!' The speaker is

powerless to do more than talk just then, but the next time he hears from

the pulpit an appeal for the work of the missionaries in Turkey, a good-

sized bill finds its way from his pocket into the contribution box."
k

' Well !" I exclaimed, "I hadn't thought before that those dreadful per-

secutions might help enlighten people, and interest them in missions."

"I believe that God is using them with that very result," answered the

parsoness. "Just as in the first days the apostles were driven by persecu-

tion from Jerusalem with their gospel message, so now these dreadful

atrocities are awakening sympathy for the missionaries and their work, in

hearts where we should least expect it— in hearts the church has never

reached."

"Well," I exclaimed, as the next picture was presented, "this is a live

missionary meeting! And this, too! What is the secret?"

"It was this way: In that first picture, the bright little woman who has

the floor has just returned from the annual meeting of one of our Woman's

Boards, and is giving her report. It was the first time she ever went. She

didn't wish to go at all. But the wise leader prevailed, and she finally went

in place of the usual tried and true delegates. She is enthusiastic over her

experiences, and professes herself a convert to missions, as she closes her

entertaining and helpful report.

"The next scene is similar. The same wise leader has induced that tall,

intellectual-looking lady who is reading, to prepare a paper for the mis-

sionary meeting, on 'Woman's Work for Women in Japan.' The tall,

intellectual-looking lady's friends are all there, for they would go far to hear

a paper from her pen ; and they are curious to know what she will do with

a missionary paper anyway. She has been carried away with her theme,

as are those who listen to her ; and to them no longer will the term ' mis-

sionary meeting' be synonymous with dullness.
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"Another scene represents a room full of ladies. The clock strikes the

hour. The president's gavel falls. The roll is called ; most of the mem-
bers are present ; those who are not have sent excuses. Carefully written

minutes are read
;
business is transacted in a business-like wav ; a thoroughly

prepared programme is carried out; no one thinks of shirking her duty ; a

spirit of order and attention prevails. The time for closing finally arrives

;

the society adjourns at once; all go away refreshed and stimulated. This

is a woman's club in its ideal condition.

u Scene number two shows us three or four ladies talking together and

evidently waiting for something, to take place
;
they glance at the clock in a

discouraged way; the leader hurries in, straightens the chairs and books;

one or two more straggle in. 'Where is the secretary.'' the leader queries.

'We really must begin.' The minutes pass; at length the meeting is called

to order without the secretary, who finally saunters in just as the devotional

exercises are finished. She stumbles over an uncopied report. One by one

the members increase. The first part of the programme must be delayed

until later, hoping that the one who was to have participated first will

arrive. There are several readings. There were to have been songs, but

the singers are absent. Appeals for various funds which are deficient are

made. The leader calls on the minister's wife to offer prayer. One of the

dilatory ones finally appears with her topic hastily looked up. The other

one has forgotten all about her topic. In the emergency the leader calls on

one of the ever-faithful to read a long leaflet. The time to adjourn has

come, but she reads on. There are restless movements, for there is still

business to be transacted. A lengthy discussion ensues as to the best ways

of raising money. One or two leave, and finally the meeting is brought

reluctantly to a close.

" But what is this? " I asked, turning to the last scene. " This is a queer

picture. It looks simply like a collection of open papers or books."

" Oh !" answered the parsoness, " you can't expect to have a flower gar-

den without seed ; that is the seed. You can't carve a statue without tools
;

these are the tools."

"What?" I exclaimed. " Please explain."

" Why, those are our missionary papers and magazines,

—

Mission Stud-

ies, Life and Light, the little Dayspring, Congregational Work, and all

the rest," proudly answered the parsoness; "and I should as soon attempt

to manage my family without my big green cookbook (I assure you they

would fare ill without it), as to try to keep up with missions without my

missionary studies. It is ignorance, most of all, which is at the root of the

lack of interest in missions in our churches. Use every means, direct and
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indirect, to enlighten this ignorance, but on no account forget the seed and
tools—our regular missionary periodicals, with their news items, their

Bible lessons, their letters from the field, and their suggestive monthly pro-
grammes for the meetings of young and old."

" Do you know," said the parsoness, as we sat together for a few min-
utes in the twilight at the close of this busy day, u that I have in mind a

picture I have dreamed over for years. It may not be realized until the mil-
lennium, but it is bound to come. It cannot be fully realized, however, for

at least a score of years, as you will see. It is a picture of the Model Mission-
ary Meeting. I say that it cannot be fully realized for a number of years,

because those who are to have part in it are children now. They are in

our mission bands and Societies of Christian Endeavor. You know that

my missionary work has been chiefly with the children, and I know what
promising work it is. My ideal is to give them regular, systematic in-

struction, accompanied by regular, systematic giving, and to continue it

through the Junior Endeavor, the Sunday school as far as possible, the

Senior Endeavor, and so on to manhood and womanhood. Surely a good
foundation will have been laid by that time, and what material there will

be for live missionary meetings !

u Above all, and most important of all, is the manifest presence of the

Holy Spirit, and it is a hallowed place. You may call it visionary," said

the parsoness, u but I am praying for that time, and it must come. Pray
more earnestlv that it may come, and then shall the kingdom of God come
upon the earth ; then shall the world speedily be brought to the feet of its

Redeemer."
I give you the pictures which the parsoness painted for me. You may

call her an ideal personage, and her views visionary and theoretical, and you
may be right. But no great good ever came to the world without visions

and theories preceding. Besides, the parsoness builds her hopes upon the

promises of God, which never fail.
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