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SPAIX.

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF MISSION WORK IN SPAIN.

BY MRS. S. E. BRIDGMAN.

It was a great pleasure and privilege to tarry for ten days as a guest in

the home of our beloved missionaries the Gulicks, in San Sebastian, Spain.

We had always been interested in their work, and eagerly looked for reports

and accounts of it in the columns of our religious press, as well as in the letters

which, from time to time, we were privileged to read. But not until we
were with them in the home, in the large day school, under the care of the

efficient native pastor and his wife in the cramped quarters of the crowded

kindergarten, where from forty to fifty bright little tots, after a laborious tug

up the four nights of stairs are wonderfully packed or compressed into an

eight by ten enclosure,—not until we had taken a peep into the little corner

ludicrously called a laboratory, or the uncomfortable dormitories under the

roof, without fire and but little light, did we begin to realize or comprehend

under what difficulties and discouragements these royal, faithful workers

had labored to accomplish such great results. The auto-de-fe burned out

Protestantism in Spain, and not until 1S67 was there scarce a soul who dared

avow himself a Protestant : it was a crime, with the penalty of imprisonment

for life, to own a Bible. After that date Queen Isabella II. was deposed, and

the Government became a little more liberal
;
though to-day no outward

sign or symbol is allowed on any edifice to indicate that it is a place of Prot-

estant worship. Yet the word of God is not bound. u My word shall not

return unto me void ; it shall accomplish that whereunto I sent it." Thus
saith the Lord. To-day there are in Mr. Gulick's field of labor fifteen

centers of Christian influence, several churches which have a membership

of over five hundred, thousands of pupils, boys and girls, under his care in

schools, being instructed in the knowledge of God and higher Christian

education, giving character and power to the individual, to the family life,

and to the nation.

Hindrances are constantlv thrown about them in their efforts to preach

the everlasting gospel to this waiting people. Sometimes, almost staggered

by repeated failures to obtain needed help, we have seen the moistened eye

and broken spirit tell of the inward struggle for renewed courage. It was but

for a moment ; the bright faces of fifty beautiful Spanish girls, the glimpses of

faithful native pastors and teachers, with their schools and churches, and

the many Christian homes scattered all over the land, would come to the

rescue, and again bravely rising above all the trials and obstacles, they
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would bend themselves with renewed energy to their task, and privilege, as

well. We had a fine opportunity of seeing something of the native work in

Zaragoza, a beautiful city on the slopes of the Pyrenees. The Pastor, Don
Carlos, is an earnest, faithful man, full of enthusiasm, and doing a work that

is recognized by both Catholic and Protestant as genuine and honorable,

lie is looked up to as a valuable man in their city. The congregations are

mostly made up of poor and humble people, though there are among them

some who are people of influence and authority, and their principles and

daily Christian living are put to severe tests by the opposition of both priests

and family friends. But the power of the gospel to sustain them through it

all is most beautiful and impressive. In all their afflictions and trials the

good pastor stands by his flock, encouraging them, tenderly, patiently, by

night and by day, though his exhausting duties in educational and religious

work tell fearfully upon him, and he suffers constantly from overwork. We
attended the weekly prayer meeting, about seventy-five in number. It was

in a dark room out of a dark, narrow street, but it was lighted and bright-

ened by the expectant faces of the white-haired fathers and mothers, who
had " come out of great tribulations" for Christ's sake. A young girl pre-

sided at the organ and led in the singing, who was a former pupil in

Mrs. Gulick's school. Several young men were present wTith earnest,

serious faces,—among them the pastor's two sons, who listened to the words,

spoken as though they realized that they were, indeed, the words of life.

At the close, the warm hand clasp of these dear people, the wet eyelids, and

in two or three instances the Spanish kiss on each cheek from the aged

mothers, told plainly of our welcome. The pastor said, " They thank you

for coming so far to see them, and for your evident interest in them." The
cutting down of appropriations and retrenchment is a fearful blow to the

advancement of the work in this place, said Mrs. Gulick. " How can we
tell this faithful man and his bright family of seven children that there is no

money for them in the American Board Treasury ? But it must be done.

Not one dollar has he received in weeks, though his work goes on, we do
not know how."

It was an unspeakable pleasure to accompany Mrs. Gulick for four or five

days, in the interest of her work, through the old cities of Salamanca, Valla-

dolid and Burgos, everywhere meeting with former pupils in the San
Sebastian school, as Bible readers, teachers, assistants, presiding over Chris-

tian homes as wives and mothers, and filling places of trust and influence

that must be a power and a leaven that will tell eventually throughout all

Spain. These pupils entered the school without any training, either intel-

lectual, social, or spiritual ; after from four to six years in the charming
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Christian home, they left it fully equipped for the widest influence and

active Christian service. Who can measure such work? Who can tell the

results? we exclaimed, standing in the parlors of the Girls' Institute after a

beautiful welcome from them in English, and chokingly trying to respond.

A bit of a feeling akin to envy crept into our hearts, watching the animated

face of this rarely gifted woman, Alice Gordon Gulick, as she stood in the

midst of her Spanish daughters ; all the years of care, toil, and perplexitv, for

the moment, seemed to be in the background, and for these whom she had

so thoroughly equipped and made ready for the highest service, the future,

with its great opportunities and possibilities, was opening before them^

willing and ready for the place or positions to which they might be called.

We crave a little more space for one illustration of the many where the results

of the work were so apparent. We met in one of the oldest cities in Spain

a native pastor and wife, who were doing a great work in teaching and

preaching. The wife was one of the brightest graduates in the San Sebas-

tian school, but went out from them, after six years, unconverted. Her
brother, a Christian man in India, sent for her to go to him ; she did so,

and before long she became a Christian through the influence of our mis-

sionaries in that country ; she returned to her native land and married one of

the young men who had been educated and trained for Christian service,

under the care of Mr. Gulick. He became a pastor, and they began their

work under very unfavorable circumstances and surroundings, because of

the fanaticisms and bigotry of priest and people alike. She brought into

the work all the earnestness and enthusiasm of her cultivated and gifted

mind,—being able to teach in five different languages. Music and the

graces of a beautiful Christian spirit made their home an attractive and help-

ful place for all who were privileged to enter it. The weary look in her

beautiful dark eyes told the story of overwork and lack of needed help, but

amongthose "who turn many to righteousness," she will " shine as the stars,

for ever and ever."

Northampton. Mass.

THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR GIRLS IX SPAIN.
ITS RECORD FOR THE EAST ACADEMIC YEAR.

FROM MISS ALICE BUSHEE.

We have had the usual number of girls in the boarding school, and good

work has been done in the preparatory, institute, and university departments.

The two girls in the last named leave for Madrid, in about two weeks, to take

their second year examinations. I think thev are even more anxious than
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last year, as they have past reputations to keep up. It may be difficult to

get four " sobresalientes " again. The institute examinations also begin

very soon, and we are wondering if the professors will remember to their

disadvantage that we are Americans, or, as they prefer to say, " Yankees,"

with an accent over the e. You can imagine the ferment there has been in

the school as the girls read in the Spanish papers and see all that is said

about the United States. Yet to their credit, be it said, they have hidden

their feelings and treated us nobly. Sometimes the little ones have been

quite desirous to know where we stand on the burning questions of the day.

One of the smallest said to me as she stood before the map of the Americas :

" I want to ask you something. Why is it that when Cuba belongs to Spain

they have put it on the map close to America?" One of the others finally

succeeded in convincing her that it was because it was there in the water,

and not simply because America wanted it.

While on this subject I want to say that the city government has treated us

with extraordinary kindness ; and while in other parts of the country there

have been riotous demonstrations against America and the Americans, we
who unite the two names so much disliked of "Americans" and " Protest-

ants," have been left undisturbed.

Our day school has been crowded,—so much so that the Catholics have be-

come frightened, and are doing all in their power to break it up. A young

lady, daughter of one of the principal men in town, has established a school

where she teaches every day all who are taken away from here. One day a

woman came with two children, and she asked the senorita to take them,

saving that they had received very poor instruction in the past, and knew al-

most.nothing. The senorita thought they were from our school, and was

most cordial, talking against us with all her might. Finally the woman
managed to put in a word, and said they were not from here but from the

school of the nuns. Then they could not be received
;
they were well

enough off where they were; that school was only for the "lost sheep of

the Protestants." The sequel is that the woman brought them here, after

all. This is only one case ; as was only too natural, many were taken out by

bribes or threats or the influence of social position. Many a mother has

been here with tears in her eyes, saying that it must be done or they would

be turned out of their house, or the husband would have no work..

About sixty-five per cent of the population in Spain can neither read nor

write, and the Bible is literally a closed book to them. There has been a

great lack of rain in the south and middle of Spain latelv, and so the priests

have had recourse to the bones of St. Isidro, who is the patron saint of rain.

Great processions have been formed and many thousands of people have
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gone to adore them, and yet one can see very plainly, and even the Catholic

papers themselves have spoken of it, the days appointed are always those

which have the prospect of rain. One day the hones were carried to a cer-

tain place, and it was so pleasant that the procession was given up until it

should look more threatening.

We have about thirty-five boarders from six to twenty-five years old. All

the older ones are church members, and all are members of the Christian

Endeavor Society, and ready to take part as their turn comes. The regular

meetings are held every Wednesday evening, but consecration and other

special meetings come the first Sunday of each month. The Juniors have a

meeting once in two weeks, and a good many from the day school are pres-

ent and take part. Monday and Saturday evenings each teacher has a fif-

teen minute 44 recess meeting," to which girls from certain rooms come, the

rooms having been chosen by lot, so that no girl could feel hurt that she was

not somewhere else. The girls do nicely in taking part, and often the pray-

ers from the voungest are very helpful from their sincerity and simplicity.

FROM MISS MARY L. PAGE.

If you had been here in the house with us during the last days of June

you would have seen lively times. The examinations at the Institute were

going on, and day after day, at the appointed time, the teachers would go

out with their classes for the trying ordeal. Those left at home looked

anxiouslv for their return, and when after two or three hours there came a

long ring at the door, everybody would rush out to the staircases. " Sobresa-

liente, sobresalientcl " was the first cry ; but it was not always sobresaliente.

The girls were well prepared, but standing before a tribunal of professors,

with perhaps a room full of listeners, some would get nervdus or have stage

fright ; others would be troubled and disturbed by trivial questions, so they

received only bueno (good), or 1,4 notable" ; but a few there were who made
such brilliant recitations that the professors, although they yearly grew more

jealous of the reputation of their boys, could not help giving sobresaliente.

The wonder is, in view of all the feeling toward Americans this year, added

to the fact of our being Protestants, the girls received as high marks as they

did. But at last all was over, and we had the closing exercises of the grad-

uating class on Tuesdav evening.

We decorated the rooms with red, the class color, and brought in all the

carnations we could find,—their flower, as well as the national flower of

Spain. The class numbers five, and we heard the salutatory, and valedictory,

and an essay on celebrated women ; but the most interesting of all was the

class history, which abounded in personal allusions to teachers and girls, and
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provoked many smiles. After singing their parting hymn, the music of

which was written by Fred Gulick, the Institute diplomas, which give them

their B.A. degree, were presented to them by Mr. Gulick, who, in a few

happy words, bid them remember they are worth more to them than gold.

The Sabbath previous he had preached a helpful sermon, their baccalaureate,

giving them for a motto, ''The spirit of the Lord is upon me, to preach the

gospel, to bind up the broken-hearted."' We were up at an early hour next

morning to bid them good-by and Godspeed on their journey home ; and so

they have gone out into the world to teach and to help their beloved country,

Spain.

Matilde Marin wishes to study nursing, and Mrs. Gulick is hoping to get

her into a hospital in America ; she can do untold good here, where there is

not one trained nurse in the country. Two of the others, who are fine

scholars, would like to take the university course in Pharmacv, and supply

the future doctors and nurses who may go out from our colcgio with pure

medicines.

The two girls who began the university course last year went to Madrid

with Mrs. Gulick in June, to take their second-year examinations. We said

to ourselves as they went away, "We must not expect they will take

sobresaliente this time ; last year it was a new thing, and the professors were

surprised at their brilliancy
;
they will get used to it, as the professors have

here at the Institute." But two days after thev went away the word came,

" sobresaliente'''' for both in the first examination ! And so it went on until

they received this highest grade in their four examinations, Spanish, Latin,

and Greek Literature and Medieval History.

Mrs. Gulick said they earned their grades : they were not given by favor.

The professors seemed to enjoy questioning them, and went on and on asking

many things outside of the programme. These girls have one year more,

when they hope to get their doctor's degree.

A STEP IX ADVANCE.
Bv MRS. ALICE GORDON GULICK.

The thought underlying the foundation of a school for the higher educa-

tion of girls in San Sebastian was the preparation of Christian workers.

For some years the need of teachers was so great that all who were fitted for

school work were immediately employed as soon as they were graduated.

Lately, however, we have been trying to retain a few, for special preparation

and study, in order that thev might endeavor to begin needed work in other

directions. The first to attempt independent work was Julia Castro, of



LIFE AND LIGHT. \_Feb7-uary,

Madrid, of the class of 1895. Under the auspices of the World's Y. W. C.

A. she is influencing young girls in that city, and has a very warm place in

their hearts already. Writing to me about her plans for 1897, she says she

has arranged to have two evening classes for factory girls in different parts

of the city. She began with six in one room and eight in the other, and

expects others to join them.

A former pupil of the International Institute helps her in these classes.

Once in two weeks there is a prayer meeting, in which the girls are invited to

take part. The subject is given out beforehand, and the different members are

invited to take part. She says :
" When one is to lead the meetingwho is not

accustomed to do so, I help her beforehand. Our last meeting was very beau-

tiful. Almost all took part, and one could see that they did it with pleasure.

The alternate Sundays some of the girls come to my home for me to help

them about these matters concerning their souls. On Tuesday I visit from

house to house. Two weeks ago I went with Lidia to one house where I

found many ill with small-pox." This is a wonderful beginning for a young

girl in a city like Madrid, and she will need all grace, and patience, and

perseverance to carry out her thoughts of love. Our prayers should follow

her.

LITERATURE.

For some time the later graduates have helped the editor of the weekly

paper El Cristiano, of Madrid, by sending translations of articles taken

from American publications. The Tract Society has published several

tracts translated by Julia Castro, and also a translation of the book, " The
Spanish Brothers," by Isabel Alonso. The Christian Endeavor Society's

Monthly Letter took to itself the form of a paper in printed characters, last

month, for the first time. It has hitherto been type written. This is sent

every month to nearly sixty of the former pupils. The Good Literature

Committee, under Miss Barbour's guidance, may be pleased with the fact

that they have prepared the first periodical ever printed bv Spanish girls.

An original hymn by Esther Alonso appears in this number.

MEDICAL WORK.

For years we have longed to see the beginnings of what will be some day

a most important branch of mission work in Spain. I need not enlarge upon

the need of such service, it is so evident to all who know anything of the life

of the poor in large cities. Two of the class of 1896 began the study of

pharmacy in September, following the course of study of the School of

Pharmacy connected with the University of Madrid. Another of the same

class wishes to enter a training school or hospital as nurse, but as yet we
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have not found a position for her, and she is at present teaching in the kin-

dergarten department in San Sebastian. She is well fitted for attempting

the work she longs to do, and we hope her way will be made plain before

her.

OUR HOPES.

When we look at Spain and Cuba engaged in this terrible fratricidal

struggle, our hearts sink within us. Spain can ill afford to lose thousands

upon thousands of her sons of toil, the backbone of the country. If the situ-

ation of the "'people" was difficult before, what will it be when the land

has been drained of its resources in men and money? I can now see the

desolate homes, the untilled farms, the deserted villages, and want and

misery on every hand among the people. They are the ones who will suf-

fer from the result of the pride of those in power. We hope, however, that

it may be God's time to work upon the hearts of those who have turned away
from him.

We, certainly, who for twenty-five years have gone in and out among
them, and who count many as our sincere friends, cannot look lightly upon

their sufferings. Within a short time we shall be called upon to express the

sympathy we feel. This we cannot do unless we are in our turn upheld by

the sympathy of our friends in America. Already we have had to take

some of the girls upon our free list whose parents have hitherto helped to

support them in the Institution, or let them go back to their homes. We
hope for many opportunities of doing good in these coming months. We
hope for generous support. We believe still in the words sung twenty-five

years ago to-day in our farewell meeting, held in Dr. Webb's church in

Boston, " He Leadeth Me," and that there is no question about the future,

if we only look to our Guide for his directing and his abiding grace.

Castile, New York, Dec. 18, 1896.

SUBMISSION AND REST.

The camel, at the close of day, Else how couldst thou to-morrow meet,
Kneels down upon the sandy plain With all to-morrow's work to do,

To have his burden lifted off, If thou thy burden all the night
And rest to gain. Dost carry through ?

My soul, thou too shouldst to thy knees, The camel kneels at break of day
\Vhen daylight draweth to a close, To have his guide replace his load,

And let thy Master lift the load Then rises up anew to take
And grant repose. The desert road.

So thou shouldst kneel at morning's dawn,
That God may give thee daily care,

Assured that he no load too great
Will make thee bear. —Selected.
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WAYS OF INTERESTING CHILDREN IN MISSIONARY WORK.
BY THE LATE MRS. WILLIAM GALLAGHER.

[Read at the Annual Meeting of the McAll Association.]

By way of introduction to our subject this afternoon, let me tell you of a

scene of which I was a witness a few years ago in the rooms of the Woman's
Board of Missions in Boston. A mother came in with two little children

—

a girl of five and a boy of six years of age, perhaps. They emptied their

tiny purses into the hand of the Treasurer, watching with eager eyes while

the amount of their offering was recorded in her great book. Then the

mother led them to the room above. There the missionary curiosities were

kept; there were native costumes, weapons of war, " idol gods" (as the

children called them) by the score, birds of rare plumage, models of mis-

sionary homes and heathen kraals, tiny shoes some Chinese belles had worn,

and canoes in which wild expeditions had sailed the seas.

As I listened to their questions and her answers, noted their eager interest,

and her sympathy and patience, I felt sure those children would never know
where they began to be interested in missionary work.

So my first thought to-day is the very old one, that to beget an interest in

missions we must begin as near the cradle as possible
;
and, mothers, grand-

mothers, sisters, all who have to do with life in its beginnings, I believe we
(6o)
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can begin a great deal nearer the cradle than we think ! We lay our little

ones in bed for the night, and tell them again and again of

"The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay."

We teach them to pray as Luther taught his babies two hundred years ago

and more,

—

"I love Thee, Lord Jesus ; look down from the sky,

And stay by my bed, watching my lullaby."

Then as they beg for just one more kiss, just one more story, a golden op-

portunity is ours.

We can tell them, from time to time, of the little children in India, China,

France, in the distant parts of our own land, who are as dear to the Lord

Jesus as they, over whose beds he bends just as lovingly as over theirs, but

who do not know him,—whose parents, even, do not know him.

We would not shadow these young lives, especially at the twilight hour,

by detail of sorrow or pain which they cannot alleviate ; but we may tell of

the brave and loving ones who have gone to live among these children,

teaching them, clothing them, nursing them, ministering to them, just as the

Lord Jesus himself would do were he here. How easy, then, to suggest

to the little hearts, already responsive, " Would you, too, not like to do

something to help these little children?" And when the morrow comes the

ways are countless which love can devise to set hands, feet, and heart at

work.

Are the children fond of adventures? Tell them of the Pitcairn Islanders,

once a company of mutineers, who, after sending captain and crew adrift,

captured a few helpless savages, and with their women for their wives, made

of a lonely, mountainous island their home, till quarrels and bloodshed had

reduced their original number to one man. Tell them of the Bible and the

praver-book thev had unwittingly carried with them, of the change these

wrought in the generation growing up, and of the sweet, Christian lives that

have been lived in that lonely island for nearly a hundred years. Tell them

of John Paton and his wonderful life, painting the picture* so carefully that

they will be interested less, if possible, in the adventures of the man than in

the man himself, his elevation to his work, his love for the very savages who
thirsted for his blood.

Or of Livingstone : not only of his escape from the lion's jaw, from poisoned

arrows, from butchery and fever, time after time, but of his love for Africa

and for her children ; of his steadfast purpose to find or make a way by which

the products of the poor black could find a market ; of his hatred of the
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slave trade, and the publicity he gave to the dreadful deeds done in that dark

continent ; of the good faith he kept with the humblest of his followers, and

the devotion with which they repaid him in death, guarding his sacred dust

in ways that seem marvelous in the telling, till it rested at length in the

Abbey a nation thought honored by its presence !

Or of the missionary vessels threading their way through dangerous coral

reefs, carrying the gospel to dusky islanders, supplies of food and the yearly

mail to them who watch as they who watch for the morning.

Or of the French Huguenots hiding in dens and caves to hold their simple

service, counting life cheap, but love and loyalty to God dear.

Do our older children love to read or to listen while others read? Select

for them the freshest and most interesting information from missionary fields
;

point out on maps where these fields lie ; find pictures for them of nations

and their costumes; tell them of the products and customs in that far-off

land ; take an imaginery journey thither.

Have you a blackboard? A simple outline of one country at a time, with

one place only indicated, and a story, a picture to make it seem real, will

help more than you think. I knew of one mother whose last labor each

Saturday night was to draw a picture and print a verse or hymn on the little

home blackboard, that hung in a curtained recess at the foot of the stairs. I

know, too, of little children whose eager feet were quick to reach that cur-

tained recess when the first day of the week dawned, and whose earliest

thoughts were suggested by the picture, verse, hymn, or simple story they

found thereon.

Do you ask where mothers shall find time for all this? The twilight hour

is hers, if she will ; the long winter evenings can yield an hour or two ; and

Sunday afternoon is a rich time, when scrapbook, blocks, dissected map,

pencil, or chalk, can each help to illustrate her book or story. The long

Summer afternoon, where for an hour, at least, the tired child throws himself

down on the grass or sofa for an enforced rest, is hers also. No workbasket

need be so crowded that it cannot hide a book or a u clipping," and surely

no work is more important than that of holding high ideals before these im-

pressible minds !

"

But we are leaving the hands and feet of our older children little to do,

and that's a pitv !

Is it nutting season ? After the trees have shaken down their generous

stores, and the harvest is measured out by hands grown brown by honest

toil, whisper: u Where are you going to put the missionary nuts? I'll buy

them of you, gladly, and your box will be so much the richer." Is a rainy

day on your hands? How fortunate ! You were just wishing for a chance
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to set these nimble fingers making scrapbooks ! One can cut, one can ar-

range, one can paste. Have they a taste for gardening? Can they be per-

suaded to raise even one missionary squash, or a few hills of popcorn of the

same variety ? Missionary flowers have been known to bring a very good

price in the market.

Many of us have already tried the experiment of making a number of

children investors of a penny or a nickel each. If our own investments only

yielded such rich returns, there would be few of us deploring our inability

to give generously into the treasury of the Lord !

But right here we shall meet the objection urged by many of our most

conscientious children : "Must I give all I can earn or save to Missions, or

to the poor? May I not have a little for myself?"

What better time to teach them two things: the real value of proportion-

ate giving,—that is, the setting aside of a definite portion of what they earn as

thev earn it for benevolent objects,—and also the perfect right they have to

the fullest use and enjoyment of the remaining portion.

If we would have our children generous givers we must not overdo the

matter, nor let them imagine their simple tastes are all to be sacrificed for

" the heathen," " the poor." The child's love for candy is as pure and nat-

ural as for a book, and his generous impulses will grow much more readily

if we sympathize with him in his plans for his own gratification, also, when

these plans are wise.

We must train the children, likewise, to speak, sing, help in the countless

ways our mission circles and other organizations suggest, and to show an

interest and enthusiasm ourselves in their plans and organization is our

duty also.

Little Mary's lip trembled as she turned to say good-by to the mother who
had dressed her so daintily for her afternoon Mission Circle. "You never

come yourself to see what we are doing. Some of the other mothers do."

Until that moment that mother had supposed her duty done when her

daughter, suitably dressed and in a suitable frame of mind, was started for

the monthly meeting. But now her eyes were opened, and a new duty

stood revealed. The tempting needlework was laid aside, and, despite the

heat, the mother hurried after her child, more than rewarded for her self-

denial by the beaming eves that met hers as she took her seat among the

"other mothers." She learned, too, that afternoon how a little child's quick

sympathy and unselfishness could awaken in a mother's heart an interest in

objects for which before she had cared little.

It is a circle you see, a circle complete. If we can awaken an interest in

any unselfish work in the hearts of our children or scholars, their young en-
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thusiasm will kindle our duller minds, their quicker steps quicken ours
;

they will lead us whither we never thought to go.

So many attractions open before our young people we must teach them

early to choose wisely, to desire to possess that which shall endure.

Would that we all had the wisdom of one mother whose voung son

loitered at her side, lost in admiration of one of the stately houses in a large

city. " When I am a man, mother, and have money, may I spend it for

just such a house? " 4k Yes, my son," was her answer, " if you do not wish to

spend it for something better." The wisdom of her reply grows on me as

I recall it. How much she left unsaid which her son's mind working by it-

self would suggest! How much food for thought, for question, suggestion,

resolution, her reply made possible !

This brings us face to face with the fact that so many of our young people

do not yet realize that there is something better for which to labor, to plan,

to dream, than their own comfort, pleasure, adornment, education, even !

Why, only a few days ago a beautiful girl of seventeen asked in all serious-

ness :
u How can you bear to go to so many missionary meetings? Are

they not all just alike? " I tried to tell her of the young widows in the East,

only seventeen, her age, whose lives were one long scene of woe without

the gospel of Christ ; of the girl babies thrown out on the hillside to die,

because they were girls ; of the women in harems and zenanas, whose nai>

row lives only female missionaries could reach ; and just hinted that even

missionarv meetings were not dull nor all alike, when we were planning

how to help these. The expression of her face was a wonder as she an-

swered, a little doubtfully, " Oh, if you put it in that way !
" A little light

had entered her mind, but she could not fully understand, because, though

never dreaming of it, her life had been one of receiving only, not of giving.

But while many of our young people have not yet awakened to the blessed-

ness of working for others, countless numbers of them are already asking,

" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? " and in their various lines of work

are making life happier, sorrow and death easier to bear.

" They are beautiful as angels." whispered the dying lips of a poor

woman, as two young girls in our own little town bent over her, moistening

her lips and whispering words of comfort. We know them only as pretty

girls, full of fun, ready always for a frolic; the dying woman knew them

better than us: " They are beautiful as angels !

"

In the mountainous regions of Mexico, hundreds of feet above the sea

level, in places seeminglv inaccessible, are found caves, evidently once used

as homes for women and children of the Aztec nation, when war made flight

from the villages below necessary. In the mortar with which one of the
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caves was cemented, hundreds of years ago, is the print of a child's hand,

as fresh and clear cut as though the impression had been made yesterday.

God give us wisdom and strength so to train our children and scholars

that they may be not only as beautiful as angels, but that the influence of

their lives, the touch of hand, head, and heart, may defy the hand of Time
itself, and endure unto eternity !

FOR CHILDREN'S MEETINGS.
AN HOUR IN SPAIN.

Call the room in which you meet the San Sebastian School. Appoint

some of your members to represent the American teachers, some the older

girls wearing mantillas and bright scarfs, and others the kindergarten chil-

dren. Pictures of all these will be found in : Life and Light, Novem-
ber, 1893 ; Life and Light, September, 1S95 ; Life and Light, April,

1S93
;
Dayspring, July, 1S92. After all these have had opportunity to

speak let the boys tell in turn the following stories :
" Story of a Colpor-

ter," Missionary Herald, January, 1895 ;

UA Spanish Evangelist," Mis-

sionary Herald, February, 1SS3 ;
" Zaragoza," Missionary Herald, July,

18S0; " The Gospel in Spain," Life and Light, November, 1S92; " Visit

to a Spanish Village," Life and Light, October, 1S91 ; "Letter from a

little Spanish Girl," Dayspring, August, 1889. Ask the children to pray
that the children of Spain may learn to know and love our Bible. Leaflets :

Day Schools in Spain ; Mrs. Gulick (3 cents) ; A Message from Spain

(2 cents).

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW.

1. Where is Spain ?

2. What do you know about the Spanish people?

3. What do you know of the little king?

4. What do we mean by Papal Lands?

5. Why do the people of Spain need missionaries?

6. What is our only mission station in Spain?

7. Who is our only male missionarv there?

8. How many missionary ladies can you name?
9. Tell all you can about the Institute for Girls at San Sebastian.

10. What is the work done by a colporter?

11. How much is the Bible read in Spain?
12. Will you try to interest some one in Spain this year?
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At Santan- The first work of our Board in Spain was in Santander.

der. The last annual report of the mission was the following:

This station was founded .by Mr. and Mrs. Gulick, on their arrival in

Spain in 1872. The experiences through which the station has passed

would make a story stranger than fiction. During the first two years thev

were frequently hooted on the streets, and were spit upon from the balconies
;

and if Mrs. Gulick ventured out alone she would often return with her dress

soiled by the mud and filth of the street, that had been thrown upon her.

During a period of eighteen years the chapel and schools, driven from

pillar to post by hostile or timid landlords, occupied eight different hired

premises, and for two years it was impossible to secure any rooms for the mis-

sion work. Now the chapel, and the Spanish pastor and the school-teacher,

with their families, occupy a house that is held by Mr. Gulick in trust, and

the schools have been for twelve years in a hired apartment in the best part

of the city for the work, and where they may continue, probably, as long as

the rent shall be paid. For two years unceasing effort has been made to

destroy the schools, but these efforts have not essentially diminished the

number that seek our instruction, which is now about three hundred. The
Evangelical Mission there has become one of the public institutions of the

city.

Our Bible Woman She is the pastor's right hand. In closest contact

At Zaragoza. with the people, personally acquainted with every mem-
ber of the congregation, and with multitudes in the community around, she

has facilities and opportunities for offering the gospel that no other one pos-

sesses. An important field that has become opened to her is the small

factories employing from ten to twenty women and girls, and connected

with the furnishing shops of the city. There are several of these where she

is always welcome to read and talk ; and in some of them the manager will

even stop the sewing machines and other noisy work, so that the women can

hear her. In not a few private houses she calls regularly for reading and

conversation, where frequently she comes into contact with every member
of the household. Her testimony is that there are hundreds in Zaragoza

who confess that the simple gospel message, as given to them by the Bible

woman, commends itself to their minds and refreshes their souls.
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A Special Code Mrs. White, in writing of the establishment of her new

of Morals. home in Tsnyama, Japan, says: "We brought our net-

ting windows from Okayama, and we leave our sleeping rooms without

closing anything, else at night. When we asked if we should dare do it,

the reply was :
' O, yes

;
you need have no fear of thieves in Tsuyama. The

people would not stoop to anything so degrading. If they get mad at a

person they kill him, but they never steal.'
"

Individual Henry M. Stanley, in writing of the wonderful " gospel

Work. victories" in Uganda, pays a high tribute to missionary workers,

saying, " Each one has done his part by conscientious performance of the

work to which he was appointed, just as though each knew that the whole

depended on his particular effort." Is not this the true secret of success in

all work ? If every member of every one of our auxiliaries should have

this conviction and should act upon it, what wonderful progress we should

see !

Taoist He who wishes to become an immortal of heaven must do

Morals. thirteen hundred good works. He who wishes to become an

immortal of earth must do three hundred good works.— Taoism's Kan
Ting Press.

Missions A woman after eighteen months' stay in the Japanese cap-

a Failure? ital reported that missions were a failure : that she had resided

opposite the mission chapel a year and a half, and never saw a Japanese

enter it. Never having entered it herself, she did not know that it was a

chapel for English-speaking residents only.

Faith We should never forget that the missionary cause is an

in Missions, enterprise of faith. It requires faith in the promises of God,

in the power of God. ... It is a work of the Spirit of God, " whom the

world cannot receive ;
" therefore the world can approve of missions only when

they go forward with the highest prosperity. Let no friend of missions become
discouraged when the work goes slowly. . . . Among our forefathers in

Europe a whole century was occupied with the introduction of Christianity.

Sometimes a nation received Christianity to cast it off again after thirty or

forty years. It required a thousand years to bring them up to the height at

which we now stand.

—

Rev. Andrew Murray.

W. F. M. S. of the The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the

M. E. Church. Methodist Episcopal Church received the past year

$285,770. Twenty-five missionaries were sent out during the year. The
society supports one hundred and seventy missionaries.
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Waking The other day I was saying to them (Chinese women) that a

Thoughts, good test of spiritual condition is our waking thoughts,—what

we think of when we wake. And I asked each one what she thought of

first that morning. One said, " I thanked God for being here;" another

said, " I prayed God to help me to-day ;
" a third said she " saw the sun

shining in, and was glad of its brightness" ; two said they "just thanked

God, and were so happy." I do not remember the others, but all except the

woman who rejoiced in the bright sun had some thought of God. I felt

much rebuked by their simple words and their evident light-heartedness.

I then asked, " Before you came to God what were your waking thoughts? "

With one consent they said :
" Sadness, wondering how we should get

through with our work ; how we should find food, generally, how we should

find support ; constant care and worry about these things. Now we are not

troubled in waking with such thoughts ; our life is changed." I fully believe

that it is so, and I wish you could have seen the bright smiles on all their old

faces as one after another testified of her present changed waking.

—

Miss

Rickett in " Our Sisters in Other Lands''

Mrs. Alden The death of Mrs. Alden Grout in Springfield, December 26,

Grout. 1896, removes from us one more of the earnest workers of the

early days of our Board. A missionary life of thirty years in Africa had not

dulled her appreciation of any new movement that promised well for the

cause she loved. She returned to this country in 1S70, and all through the

early years her hearty sympathy was a ctrength and comfort in the time of

doubt and questioning as to the desirability of Woman's Boards. Hers was

a beautiful and serene old age, and none can doubt that she has already

received the "Well done" of the Master whom she served so well.

Women in It appears that, in Korea, until lately a widow was not per-

Korea. mitted to marry a second husband, except of inferior rank.

Classes are sharply divided there, so that this restriction was a serious dis-

advantage. Under the influence of Japan, however, this usage has been

abrogated. Women in Korea stand high socially
;

higher, apparently,

than even in Japan, much higher than in China.

—

Missions' Friend.

Unselfish Miss Daniels, of Harpoot, has adopted the custom of giving

Children, simple hot lunches to the hungry day scholars who come to the

college : She says, " It was touching to see them at their hot lunch yester-

day. Some of them took the meat from their pilaff (rice cooked with meat)

and rolled it up in a piece of bread to take home to their families."
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Who will It is as true of the Church as of her Lord, that only sac-

Sacrifice? rificing power is saving power. It is said that Napoleon

once stood before his Guards and asked for a hundred men to lead a for-

lorn hope. He explained that every man would doubtless be killed the

moment the enemy opened fire. Now who would die for the emperor? "A
hundred men forward ! Step out of the ranks ! " And not a hundred men,

but the whole regiment, as one man, sprang forward in solid line, and rang

their muskets at his feet. And shall Christ and humanity fail to command
an enthusiasm which Napoleon kindled ? Is there nothing worthy of supreme

sacrifice to-day ? There are many who would die for Christ, but in these

days he calls for men and women who are willing to live for him. Thank
God the heroism of martyrdom has not been rare in the history of his Church !

But what is needed to-day is a higher heroism, a nobler, more costly martyr-

dom—that of the living sacrifice, the sustained resolve, the renewed self-giv-

ing, the daily consecration. The Captain of our salvation summons his Church

militant to-day, not to a forlorn hope, but a certain and glorious victory.

Oh that the whole Church, with unbroken line, might spring forward to

offer the living sacrifice until the kingdom is fully come, and God's will is

done on earth as it is in heaven !
—Selected.

EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.
FROM MISS M. L. DANIELS.

Harpoot, Nov. 10, 1S96.

Our thoughts naturally turn backward at this time. One year ago to-day

we watched the burning villages on the plain, and sat with our girls in the

dormitory, and talked and prayed. I never can forget how good and brave

the girls were. The next day the storm swept over us, and left us without

homes. To-day our hearts are filled with gratitude at the way our Father

has led us. He has cared for us very tenderly, and supplied our needs.

He has allowed us to work for Him another year. He has helped us to sup-

ply the needs of the suffering ones about us. At times the long winter

that is coming fills our hearts with dread for the destitute ones, but we look

up to Him, and trust that as he has cared for this people in the past, so

he will in the
r
uture.

'

The new school year opened on the 9th of September. A large house in

the city was hired as a home for the boarders and for the college. Gifts

from friends in America enabled us to repair the building and to purchase

some of the most needed furnishings. Here forty college girls gather for
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their daily lessons, and fifty boarders find a home. We are very grateful

for this building. It is so much larger than , the printing room that we feel

quite rich ! The preparatory and primary schools are carried on in four

buildings in di fibrent streets. The number of pupils is three hundred and

forty, and increases weekly. Fourteen native teachers and one assistant

teacher help us in the training of these young people. Money from Amer-
ica has enabled us to put some girls into school ; but we have required each

pupil either to pay a part of the required sum, or to work for the same.

The spirit of the school seems good. The teachers are earnest, and will-

ing to do all that they can. The college girls are making special efforts

in self-government. The improvement is quite noticeable. The meetings

this year are unusally good. New members are admitted to the Christian

Endeavor Society every few weeks. The girls have taken a pledge for

four liras ($17.60) to help support girls in Inanda Seminary. For a num-

ber of years we have had a Junior Society
;
recently a society in the Pri-

mary department was formed.

The destitution and suffering in the land are awful. We hear of hun-

dreds without beds. We see women with only one garment on. Wb know
that many from one week's end to the other eat only bread.

FROM MISS GILSON, MT. SILINDA, EAST CENTRAL AFRICA.

It has been so easy to fall into the way of life at Mt. Silinda, to eat

ipoxo bread, to live in a hut, to take care that there is no " lion in the

way " if going in the evening to Mr. Wilder's, five rods from my place, that

I find it hard to realize that I have been here only two weeks. Three years

ago the missionaries were three months in making the journey from Beira

to Mt. Silinda ; we were fifteen days. They were not able to avail them-

selves of any railway or wagon road ; we traveled one hundred and fifty-

eight miles by train, and the last sixty-five miles in a wagon drawn by

eighteen oxen. The pleasantest part of our journey was the walk of eighty

miles, which could be made as enjoyable as a walking trip in Europe if a

party had a few more carriers than we were able to secure, and w7ould be

content with walking not more than twelve miles a day. I have much less

sympathy than before with the children of Israel during their forty years

of wandering, for tent life has its own peculiar fascinations.

I am impressed with what has been accomplished by our friends in the

short time that they have been here, and with the limited means at their

command. A large variety of fruits and vegetables are being grown,

though as yet the supply of fruit is very limited. A beginning has been

made in school work, and several native boys are well grounded in Bible
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truth. The missionaries have gained both the respect and the good will of

the settlers, and have much influence throughout the whole district of

Melsetter.

FROM MISS ALICE ADAMS, OKAYAMA, JAPAN'.

There seems to be no lack of evangelistic work tor our missionaries in Japan. Miss

Adams writes :

—

I enjoy the touring work very much, and it does one good to see the

earnest, simple faith of these country people. There is one village, about

sixteen miles from Okayama, where I am to go once a month for a meeting

with the- women. I generally ride on a bicycle, and a Bible woman goes

with me in a jinrikisha. As we near the place of meeting and pass the

Christians' houses, they come out and give us a warm welcome. We go

directly to the house of the evangelist, which is also used as a church.

Until last November these Christians were members of the Okayama church,

but at that time it was organized as a separate church. Dr. and Mrs. John-

son, being here at the time, went to the meeting, and Dr. Johnson addressed

them.

We usually go to this place in the morning and back at night. After we
arrive callers drop in, and our time is taken up with them and dinner until

we begin the meeting. This consists of, first a Bible talk, by the Bible

woman and myself, then a short talk on woman's work, and then a half hour

of singing, in which we teach them new hymns. After the meeting is over

tea is served in little cups, and while drinking this we have a social time.

There are no chairs at all, and all the time we sit on the floor with our feet

doubled up under us ; and although I have been here five years I am not

accustomed to sitting in this position, and find it far from comfortable.

In the country places the Christians are much scattered, but they will

walk five or ten miles gladly to attend the meeting, often bringing a child

on their backs. This country work makes one feel how much there is wait-

ing to be done for Christ, with the doors wide open. I pray that God will

give me wisdom and strength to do even a little of it. Of course there are

some trials and hardships, but we try not to think of those, remembering
what Christ said, " I came not to do mine own will, but the will of him who
sent me.

FROM MISS BESSIE NOYES, MADURA, INDIA.

Miss Noyes writes as follows of her welcome back to Madura :

—

After a very uncomfortable night I reached Tuticorin, the most southern
point of India, early Tuesday morning, and the sight of a steam launch with
my sister Mary in it gladdened my eyes and heart. We reached Madura
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after a five hours railway journey about eight in the evening
; the missionaries

were there in force to welcome me, and it was like getting home. I won-
dered why none of the teachers from our school were at the station to meet
me, but when I reached the East Gate Church, near our mission compound,
we found them there with the girls and other Christians waiting to welcome us.

They gave us wreatlis of flowers and limes, and the girls filed by singing a

welcome song, and showering us with jessamine flowers. Then, still sinking,

they escorted me in procession with torchlights and fireworks past the school

to the mission house. I felt quite overwhelmed with such honors, especiallv

as the heathen crowd around us thought it was a marriage procession, and
kept peering into the carriage to find the bridegroom. Don't you think I

ought to be wedded to my work after that? A few days later the girls had
a formal meeting in Otis Hall, and gave me an address of welcome. . . .

There are one hundred and twenty boarders this year still in the old crowded
quarters, and every day I find five or six sick girls lying on the floor of a room
adjoining the one where the primary class is- held.

FROM MISS BARKER, OF GEDIK PASHA, CONSTANTINOPLE.

The attendance in our schools was not very large the first two or three

weeks of the year. The chief aim of the people seemed to be to get out of

the country, and hundreds left here daily. Of late we have taken in a good
many new pupils, and some of our former ones have returned, so that we
have an attendance of one hundred and fifty. In September three of our

teachers left the country. We are pleased with the ones we have secured to

fill their places, and feel that the change in two instances has been an im-

provement. All our teachers are faithful, earnest workers, and I believe

our children are daily learning lessons that will lead them to a thorough

knowledge of the Bible and, we trust, to a personal love for Christ.

Naturally under the present circumstances the work here has been and

will be different from what we planned. Psamatia and Gedik Pasha and

vicinity have fallen to us to care for. There are now one hundred and

thirty-six families of this locality on the list. To many of these bread is

being given daily, some have received clothes, and now we are giving out

sewing. . . . Two davs every week have been given by one, and sometimes

two of us, to the work in Psamatia. At that place the revolutionists made

a demonstration, and the loss of life is very great. It is terrible to see the

suffering of the people and hear their sad tales. Our list for that quarter

has run up to three hundred and twenty families, and crowds of new faces

appear every distributing day. In this locality our Bible women have been



l8gj.~\ EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS. id

very helpful in visiting the homes of the people. They find many oppor-

tunities for evangelistic work.

Our Sunday school has suffered from the great flight of people from the city.

Seven of the workers failed to appear the first Sunday, and it has been very

hard to fill their places, but we now have seventeen classes, with an attend-

ance of nearly three hundred and fifty. Of this number a good many are

adults. It has not been possible to have any evening service, but we have

a woman's prayer meeting every Wednesday afternoon, which is well at-

tended. Oh that these people may learn their need of a Saviour !

FROM MISS MORRILL, PAO-TIXG-FU, CHINA.

Mi<s Morrill gives us the following " observations" on the eclipse of the sun in

China last August :

—

On Sunday, just as Pastor Meng Ch'ang Lo was drawing his sermon to a

close, a most horrible discordant din broke in on our Sabbath stillness. We
had forgotten all about the eclipse in our joy at seeing the much-needed rain,

and were first reminded of it by hearing this clash of tin pans. The Chinese

have a superstition that whenever there is an eclipse of the sun or moon it

is being devoured by a great black dog. In its daily round the sun becomes

polluted, since all the unclean things that he looks down upon become en-

graved on his face. His brightness once obscured, how can he enlighten hu-

manity. So the restorer comes as a god in the shape of a great black tiger-

dog, and proceeds to eat the erring celestial body. As the people watch

him disappearing bit by bit into the monster's jaws, they strike gongs and

beat tin pans in hope of frightening him from his prey. Gradually he

begins to release his victim, who after being rolled around in the dog's

mouth has become clean, and is ready to be reinstated in office. It was

verv funnv on this occasion ; to look at the dripping sky we could not realize

that anything unusual was going on, but the time having come the people

rallied to the rescue.

FROM MRS. MONTGOMERY, ADAXA, TURKEY.

My own working text for the year is, "Serve the Lord with gladness."

Has it not a glorious ring in spite of all that has happened in the Eastern

Mission and in some portions of our own ? I felt afraid that a good many of

our American women might feel as if their prayer closets for October were

carpeted with ashes as they turned over the leaves of the Calendar ! I

wondered if I should feel so had I been driven out of Van and Bitlis. As it

is, I can't help exulting in every para of money that has been lavished, not on

that field, but through that field on our Lord. I have a feeling that under the
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blood-soaked ashes something even now is getting ready to grow that will

make us all glad, and that never could have fructified except for the praying,

and giving, and working that has preceded all these later events. It needs to

be dark, very dark indeed, for faith's glow to show at its best. It does seem

to me that however much some of Satan's doings may grieve us, nothing

should ever be able to daunt the Christian, or even cool his enthusiasm.

Faith, if it is anything more than a farce, ought to be absolutely unquenchable

with every one of us.

FROM MRS. H. J. BRUCE, OF SATARA, INDIA.

My daughter and I have just returned from a three days' tour, with our

hearts aglow over the good times we have had. Our going out and coming

in all seemed ordered of the Lord, and he gave us good returns in added

strength as a reward for work undertaken at his command.

We visited four villages, and had thirty opportunities of presenting the

truth. Two preachers were with us, and we sometimes divided our forces

so as to give the women special opportunities. We had three audiences of

about one hundred each, and in one place where my daughter was speaking

to a spellbound crowd a man exclaimed, "Is this a mortal, or is it the -most

high God." The preacher sitting by stilled him, saying :
44 She is telling you

God's message. Hear it !" One day we went to a village four miles away

in a springless cart, where even the patient oxen had a hard time drawing

the cart through the bed of the river which must be crossed, and we had a

long day among the people.

HERE AND THERE.
ABROAD.

China.—Accounts have come from two of the conferences of Christian

workers held in China through the visit of Mr. Mott, of the Student Volun-

teers, in his journey around the world. The conference was held in Peking.

Miss Gould writes that there were registered as attending the meeting one

hundred and four foreigners, ten of whom were not missionaries, one hun-

dred and ninety Chinese students, and two hundred and twenty-four other

Chinese, besides a number who did not register. The key-note of the

meeting was "How to deepen the spiritual life," and the conditions con-

stantly mentioned were, " Bible study for personal spiritual growth,"
' Meditation," " Secret prayer," combined with a " spirit willing to obey

all that God shall require." There were addresses by Mr. Mott, Rev.



i8q?.~\ here and there. 75

Gilbert Reed (Independent), Mr. Lourie (Presbyterian), Mr. Anient, and

Dr. Sheffield (of our own Board), and others.

Of the one in Foochovv, Miss Newton says: 44 Mr. and Mrs. Mott

brought us a great blessing. We had three days of union meetings, and

the native Christians were brought closer together and closer to Christ. A
large number have joined the circle who promise to keep the 44 morning

watch," and a new interest has been awakened in Bible study. The largest

number present at any one service was between nine hundred and a thou-

sand, and five hundred partook of the communion together the Sabbath

after Mr. Mott left.

India.—It is a great relief to see the telegraphic message that more rain is

falling in India, and that there is hope that the April crops may be saved,

bringing forth their usual abundance. Meanwhile high prices continue,

school treasuries are becoming exhausted, and the need of advanced contri-

butions is greater than ever.

AT HOME.

We rejoice to report the contributions for the month ending December

1 8th, as $7,610.22, being $1,623.73 more than for the same time last year.

The remarkable manner i»: which our Branches, almost without exception,

have taken up the advanced work is delightful to witness. We believe it

to be an earnest of the steady, persistent, unremitting effort that will enable

our Board to go forward in the way in which our Lord shall lead us.

It was a great privilege to the friends of the cause of Christ in Turkey to

listen to addresses of Dr. Grace N. Kimball, of Van, and Rev. W. A.

Farnsworth, D.D., of Cesarea, in Park Street Church on Tuesday, January

c;th. Dr. Kimball's forcible, clear showing of the long oppression of the

Armenians, of their excellent characteristics as a race, and their present

deplorable condition, was listened to with the greatest attention. Dr.

Farnsworth's plea for the sympathy and support for the missionaries in

Turkey, coming as it did from one who had given so many years to untir-

ing service in that land, touched all hearts. The large audience which came

together in spite of most unfavorable weather, testified to the unabated

interest in the suffering Armenians.

Our Friday morning meetings since the new year began have been un-

usually full of spiritual power. The influence of the Holy Spirit on Mr.

Moody's gatherings at Tremont Temple is making itself felt in all places

where Christians come together. Many are hoping and praying that the

city may be stirred to its foundations, and that great results may follow for

our Lord's work the world over.
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It has been pleasant to welcome at our Board Rooms the past month Dr.

Grace Kimball, from Van, and Consul Jewett, from Sivas, Turkey ; also

Mrs. William Gulick, from Spain, who is now seeking health in this coun-

try. Dr. Mary A. Holbrook arrived from Japan late in December, and is

to spend the winter months in Newark, X. Y.

A LEAF FROM THE SPRINGFIELD BRANCH.

It wa snot a lovely autumn day, with clear, bracing air and bright sun-

shine, such as October often gives us, or as we could have wished. It was

a dark, gloomy one ; dense fog filled the air, and a chilliness crept over us

which might have dampened the ardor of any one, and suggested sending

regrets to an invitation for any ordinary occasion. But this was an extraor-

dinary one. We had been invited to attend the twentieth anniversary of

the Indian Orchard Auxiliary of the Springfield Branch. To hear the story

of twenty years in the life of a missionary society in a small church, was in

itself attractive. We wanted to know the secret of this vigorous, long con-

tinued existence
;
many equally interested could not come on account of the

weather, and we must go to encourage those who had planned these inter-

esting anniversary exercises, and wre also knew by many glad experiences

that it always pays to go to a missionary meeting.

On entering the church we quite forgot outside disagreeables in the enjoy-

ment of the comforts within. The parlor into which we were first ushered

was homelike and cheery ; a profusion of beautiful flowers gave the adjoin-

ing chapel a festive appearance
;
glad faces welcomed us, and not one thing

was wanting to prepare our hearts for the feast of good things that followed.

After the roll call by the president, Mrs. Hutchins, the pastor's wife, re-

sponse to which was made by the recitation of passages of Scripture or the

verse of a hymn, the Scripture lesson was read by one of the charter mem-
bers, of whom there were three present. The twenty years' report was read

by the secretary, Mrs. Herrick.

It is a small church, not yet numbering two hundred members, but in 1S76

a faithful few opened their eyes to see the need of Christian effort and prayer,

and organized an auxiliary to the Springfield Branch of the Woman's Board

of Missions. It was with fear and trembling they began, but the zeal of the

leading spirits has never flagged, and after twenty years of alternating prog-

ress and discouragement they celebrated this anniversary with thanksgiving

and hopefulness ; and to us they furnish a shining example of how much can

be accomplished by small means and numbers with unwearied effort in well-

doing. With the exception of one year there has never been a vacancv

opposite the name in the annual Branch report of benevolences, and this last
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year their gift was double that of the first. In their tenth year there was

born to them a wide-awake daughter, a band of - k Willing Helpers," which

has proved itself worthy of its name. And I rejoice to say the time has not

vet come when the members of this band are too old to belong to a mission

circle, but with true loyalty to the spirit of missions, often assists in the

meetings of their elders, bringing into them just what they need, the fresh-

ness and enthusiasm of youth.

The secretary says :
" The story of what has been done during these

years is a very simple one ; we make no record of great things accomplished,

but we do not count all our offerings in dollars and cents. Our prayers, our

love, our time, and our strength have gone with the silver and gold, and the

Master knows how to place them. To say of our monthly meetings that

they have been regularly sustained is to give them high praise. The efforts

to be present, the careful consideration of the programme, the consecrated

zeal which is always an inspiration, and, above all, the uplifting prayers

which have gone with every effort made, are only known to Him who can

give each their true place and value."

She gratefully recorded helpful visits from time to time of the officers of

the Branch and others, and once they entertained the Branch at its quarterly

meeting.

The other exercises, including solo singing, congratulatory words from the

pastor, from Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Derby, with earnest prayers, were all

interesting, uplifting, and instructive. All this, and the social hour with the

breaking of bread together which followed, made those of us who responded

to the invitation that dark day rejoice then, and be glad ever since, that we
were included in the number of guests.

A poem was written for the occasion, and read after the secretary's report.

#ur W&oxh nt Mamt
WHAT? WHY? HOW?

BY MRS. WASHINGTON CHOATE.

What are our women doing for foreign missions? Why are they doing

it? How are they doing it? The first question, What, is naturally an-

swered this way : We are holding meetings, raising money, and sending

this money to distant lands to be used, we hardly dare say according to our

prayers, for the conversion of the heathen. This answer we might call our
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answer on the foreign side. What is the answer on the home side,—the in-

dividual side? What are we women doing in this work? We are furnish-

ing ourselves with one of the finest means of spiritual development which it

is in our means to employ. We bless the heathen with our prayers and

gifts, but, like mercy, " It blesses him that gives, as well as him that takes."

Have you never felt in your own souls an increase of spiritual vigor, clearly

the result of missionary effort on your own part? Have you never felt a

widening of your horizon, possiblv narrowed by too much contemplation of

worldly things, when you stopped to consider, even if but for one hour a

month, the world, and the inhabitants thereof for which Christ died? Have
you never felt the humdrum routine of life lifted and transformed, when you

realized that you were working with God for the redemption of the world?

What adds finer impulse to our lives, what fairly brings heaven down to our

homes, more than personal interest in and labor for the sin-sick of the whole

world ! What teaches us more the brotherhood of man than a realization of

the thought that the Chinaman, the Turk, the blackest African, is a part of

that world which 14 God so loved," and therefore our spiritual brother.

Yes, we think our foreign missionary work means only praying and giving;

but let us not forget that praying and giving react upon ourselves, and that

God, by using us for this work, has given us a most wonderful aid to spirit-

ual self-development.

Let us now ask our second question. Why are we doing this work?
Some reply, " Because I love it ; it is my privilege ;" others say, "It is my
duty;" others say, " So and so asked me, and I did not like to say no;"
others who are in the work less than half-heartedly, make no response. Let

us each put this question to ourselves. Why? There is one answer that

touches bed rock, and that is this : I am a daughter of God, a child in my
Heavenly Father's family. It is my Father's command, " Go." It is my
Father's business. If we can thus answer the question, " Why am I work-

ing for foreign missions?" we have a foundation that debts, temporarv em-

barrassments, domestic claims, social pleasures, and, let us add, the apostolic

category, length, breadth, depth, height, life, nor death can ever destroy.

One great reason for our missionary fluctuations, our financial depressions,

the dreaded spurts in societies, always to be followed by a setback, is that

we have not brought ourselves to this grand, impelling reason. Duty may
grow weary. I had to, is soon exhausted. My Father's business has an

immortal impetus. My sister, engaged in this work, is your reason for your

labor one like this, so high up in the mount of God that the clouds, storms,

disappointments, and pleasures of life never move vou to slacken your hold?

Does your soul hold to this work like the "needle to the pole," because
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your purpose is immovable? If not, will you not thoughtfully consider if

you are thoroughly in sympathy with the aims of the spiritual household of

which you count yourself a part? Are you in close and loving sympathy

with your Father and Elder Brother who are working hitherto ? Can you add

truly the saying, " and I work?" . . .

If, now, we can bring ourselves to this high ground of spiritual life, or if,

rather, we can permit ourselves to be brought to this point by the working of

God's Spirit on our hearts, we shall have gained an impetus in missionary

activities which will know no staying, and which will count no service too

great. This impelling force we must have, and never has it been needed as

now. The doors open to all lands and nations. The ignorant and wicked

world asking for the gospel, and yet our treasuries containing diminished re-

ceipts, and the answer, No, no, given to calls which to us ought to be the

voice of God !

Where is the help to come from ? Is our missionary work to be thus ser-

iously crippled in these closing years of what we call the great missionary

century? The Lord will not meet these deficits by miraculous means. He
has given the Church the gold and silver, and says, " Use these for me."

Something vital, something permanent must be accomplished to rouse the

Church to this service. Nothing is permanent or lasting that does not touch

the springs of life. So we must come to these foundation principles for a

genuine, never dying, never withering missionary enthusiasm.

Let us in view of what we have said ask ourselves the third question,

How? You may say, These spiritual reasons, this spiritual growth, this

heavenly mindedness must be accomplished by spiritual means. Truly %o.

Prayer is our first great weapon. But do we not talk too much and pray

too little,—or, rather, talk too much with one another, and too little with

God? Do we not also pray too much for the heathen in comparison with

our prayers for ourselves? Prayer is a mighty force. It multiplies our

loaves and fishes so that they feed a multitude. But if God judge the quality

of our prayers by our gifts, he must think that we are not very earnestly

set to do his work.

Would it not produce practical results if some of our missionary meetings

were devoted to prayers for ourselves, that God would illumine this great

truth to us, and help us to live up to our divine light? An effective and tell-

ing prayer was once offered by an aged saint who besought the Lord to

open the doors of all nations and advance his kingdom, adding, in conclu-

sion, 44 O Lord, give us the go !

"

Besides, our pravers are our gifts. These may be made a truly spiritual

means. " Thy pravers and thine alms," is a scriptural statement. Personal
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gifts always awaken personal interest
;
personal interest in spiritual things

always adds those things to our prayer calendars. Prayers and alms are,

like faith and works, both most essential, neither to be spared. Is it neces-

sary for me to add, some knowledge of what we are trying to do is essential

to our well doing? Do you pray for a thing you know nothing of? Do you

give to a thing you are wholly ignorant of?

Many illustrations could be given of great ignorance on the part of women
who think themselves interested In the work. Do you call it dull? By that

very admission you reveal that you know nothing of our grand missionary

heroes, than whom no nobler men and women ever walked the earth ! Does

the club appeal to you with stronger force than the missionary meeting?

Then you do not understand that the writings of men long dead, grand as

they may be, have no comparison in power to uplift and educate to the

wrords and works of those who live to make men better, and so make life

sunshine. Let us remember that our attitude to God's kingdom and the in-

terests thereof marks the true standard of our lives. But we must add an-

other thought here, and that is that in our work we must use the best modern

methods. There is constant growth and development in the world. We
accept these new methods along many lines. We heat and light our homes

by approved modern appliances. We supersede the horse car by the trolley

or cable road. We introduce the kindergarten and other new methods into

our schools. We organize into clubs for the study of new modern ideas,

and then we carry on our missionary work by the same old methods, and

wonder we have no more success.

But you say, Modern ideas have no connection with Christ's kingdom ; and

we reply, They have everything in the world to do with Christ's kingdom.

When Christ came to the Jews, his whole gospel was a new idea to them
;

they did not believe in new ideas ; the old was good enough ; and they lost

their great spiritual opportunity. Every fresh idea, every new thought^

ought to be utilized. New methods put into operation. Fresh arrangements

of our meetings. This might involve expense. Yes; and five dollars a year,

or even ten, put into printer's ink in the way of programmes, invitations, re-

minders, etc., would bring in return to the treasury more than was spent.

All successful business men advertise ; and while we might not call it adver-

tising, we must keep ourselves before the people until they begin to ask

what manner of people we are, and what we are doing. This means life ;

this means energy ; this means growth ; and this means work. Oh, this latter

is hard,—we are so busy we can't take time to plan and execute for the king-

dom of God ! May it not be that some of us in our heavenly home will look

back on our earthly experience and regret that we did not more evenly dis-



'897-1 TOPICS FOR MISSIONARY MEETINGS. 81

tribute our time, and while we rendered to the world the things that were

the world's, we were not more conscientious in rendering to God the things

that belonged to God? For to Him we must render an account both of what

we
#
did and what we failed to do.

In summing up this matter, we notice that we started with spiritual

thoughts and have ended with practical suggestions. What could be a bet-

ter illustration of our theme? A deep, spiritual purpose in every heart to

serve God in God's way ; a joining of ourselves in the service of God because

we are God's children ; a reception and expression of our heavenly family

spirit, showing itself in interest in the salvation of the world ; the work

which is our Father's business ; a desire to fit ourselves for heaven in this

training school of service in which Christ is the head master ; and all this

acts as a mighty engine, and drives our lives out into practical, helpful,

steady, never fluctuating work for men. The roots deep down in the soil

draw nourishment from the heavenly springs, and the leaves are for the heal-

ing of the nations. " His leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth

shall prosper." Do not these reasons as we look at them seem at first sel-

fish ? as if it was all for our own spiritual good? But blessed be God, he

has provided that advancing Christian life begins in self and pours itself out

on others. It is always a stagnant Christian who is uninterested.

Let us then cease to think of our work as only for the Chinaman, the

Turk, the African. It is a grand work for ourselves, training us into women
in Christ, and through us blessing the world.

Let us refresh ourselves with the thought of what it means and involves,

and let us dedicate ourselves to it, bringing every fresh and inspiring motive,

every new and energizing thought, to its service.

Let us be as wise in our generation as the children of this world. Let us

be all things to all men, that thereby we may gain some.

TOPICS FOR MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

February.—Outlook for Christ's Kingdom in Turkey. See Life and
Light for January.

March.—An Hour in Spain.

April.—The Condition of Our Own Auxiliary.

May.—Bulgaria : Its Condition and Mission Work.

yune.—An Hour in the Mexican Field.

jfuly.—God's Promises the Foundation of the Missionary Structure.

August.—A Voyage in the Morning Star.



82 Life and light. [February,

AN HOUR IN SPAIN.
TOPIC FOR MARCH.

For this topic we would suggest three divisions. (
i ) The people of Spain.

See, in Atlantic Monthly for November, 1896, U A Night and a Day in

Spain;" and in the Cosmopolitan for July, 1S91, "The Evolution of the

Spaniard." (2) Educational work. For the North American Institute for

Girls, see Life and Light for November, 1S92, April, 1893, June, 1894,

and the present number; also Missionary Herald for November, 1885,

August, 1886, February, 18SS, and February, 1892. For day schools, Life

and Light for April, May, and June, 1896. (3) Evangelistic work. See

Missionary Herald for January, 1SS2, July, 1892, January, March, May,

and August, 1S94. For illustrations, see " Story of Opposition," Missionary

Herald for February, 1883 ;
"Story of a Colporteur," January, 1895 ; and

"The Gospel in Spain," Life and Light, November, 1892.

SIDE LIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

New England Magazine, January: " Mt. Holyoke College," by Hen-

rietta Edgecomb Hooker.

Harper's Monthly, January: "White Man's Africa; Part III., Portu1-

guese Progress in Africa," by Poultney Bigelow.

Lippincotfs, January: " A Christmas Midnight in Mexico," by Henry

Willard French.

Contemporary Review, December: "Armenian Exiles in Cyprus," by

Emma Cons.

Fortnightly Review, December: "The Impending Famine in India,"

by T. M. Kirkvvood.

Scribner's, January :
" A Bystander's Notes of a Massacre : The Slaugh-

ter of Armenians in Constantinople," by Yvan Troshine.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receiptsfrom November 18 to December 18, 1896.

Miss Sarah Louise Day, Treasurer.

MAINE. NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Maine Branch.-Wrs. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Ausrusta. Aux., 50; Bath, Winter
St. Ch., Aux. 93, S. S., 10: Belfast. Jun.
C E. Soc.,5.25; Bethel, Aux., 14; Bridg:-

ton, Aux., 4 50; Oorham. Aux., 45; Hal-
lowell, A Friend, 5: Harnswell Centre,

1; Portland, Second Parish Ch., Aux.,
25; Williston Ch., Aux., 50, 302 75

Total, 302 75

New Hampshire Branch.—Miss Ahhy E.
Mclntire, Treas. Acworth, Aux., 6.50;

Brentwood, Mayflowers, M. C, 3; Con-
cord. Aux., 12; Gilmanton, Mrs. M. E.

Hidden, 10; Hampstead, Aux., 14; Han-
over. Aux.. 93.50, .Mrs. Chas. P. Chase,

15; Kingston, Aux., 7; Lehanon, "West,

Aux., 15: Manchester, First Ch., Aux.,
14, Th. Off., 26; Nelson, Aux., 3.58; Ply-
mouth, Mrs. M. B. Stanley, 10; Ray-
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moiid, Aux., 10; Stratham, Lamplight-
ers, M. C, 5; Sullivan, East, C. E. Soc.

1.50; Swanzey, Aux., Th. Olf., 7.25, 253 33

Total, 253 33

VERMONT.

Vermont Branch.— 'Sits. T. M. Howard,
Treas. Alburgh, Aux., 4; Bethel, East,

Mis S E T., Tn. Off., 10; East Corinth,

Ladies of Cong'l Ch., 9.70; Kirby, C. E.

Soc, 1.02; Newport, Aux., 8, '111. Off. (ot

wh, 25 to const. L. AI. Miss Emma L.

Richmond), 32.35; Rutland, Aux., 14.3o;

Springfield, Jun. C. E. Soc, 5; St.

Johnsbury, No. Ch., Aux. 40.17, South

Ch., Aux., 26.30; Vergennes, S. S., 40;

Waterbury, Aux., 1, Th. Off., 7.25, 199 14

Total,

MASSACHUSETTS.

Andover and Woburn Branch. — Mrs.

Chas. E. Swett, Treas. Maplewood,
Aux., 43.61; Medford, Aux., 20.20; West
Medford, contri. prev. ack. to const.

L. M. Mrs. S. R. Colson; Winchester,

Aux., 8.75; Woburn, Aux., 20,

Barnstable Branch.— Miss Amelia Snow,
Treas. Orleans, Aux., 5; Yarmouth,
Aux., 10.25,

Berkshire Branch.— Mrs. Chas. E. West,

Treas. Two Friends, 225; Dalton, Sen.

Aux., 142.68, S. S., 19, Fenny Gatherers,

M. C, 21.28, Mrs. Louise F. Crane, 100,

Miss Clara L. Crane, 50; Housatonic,

Aux., 13.11, Th. Off., 22.60, A Friend, 10;

Peru, 10; Pittsfield, First Ch., Aux.,

1.50, S.S., 10; Sheffield, Aux., 11; Stock-

bridge, Aux., 8.55; Williamstown, Aux.,

311.50,

199 14

92 56

15 25

956 22
5 00
2 00
1 00

Cambridge.—M. A. E.,

Dracat.—ln memory of Bertha Fox,
East Lynnfteld.—A. Friend,
Essex North Branch.—Mrs. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Georgetown, Memo-
rial Ch., 10, Sunbeams, M. C, 5; Merri-
mac, Aux., 16, Prim. Dept., S. S., 5;

Newburyport, Aux., 45, Belleville Ch.,

Aux., 50; West Newbury, First Ch., C.

E. Soc, 4, Jun. C. E., 2, 137 00
Essex South Branch.— Miss Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Saugus, Aux.,

Franklin Co. Branch.— Miss L. A. Spar-
hawk, Treas. Conway, Aux., 5; East
Northfield, Jun. C. K. Soc 11- Green-
field, Aux., 3.70; Northfieid, Aux.. 21;
Shelburne, Aux., 5; Shelburne Falls,
Aux., 4.50; So. Deerfield, Aux.. 14.75,

Hampshire Co. Branch.—M\ss Hattie J.
Kneeland, Treas. Amherst, Aux., A
Friend, 1, Miss Grover, 50; Hadlev, Aux.
(of wh. 23.65 Th. Off.), 51.99; Hatfield,
Aux., 2.25; Northampton, Edwards Ch.,
Aux. (of wh. 2.30 add'l Th. Off.), 7.90,
First Ch., Aux., Th. Off., 77 71; So. Had-
ley, Aux., 25, to const. L. M. Mrs. F. M.
Bufnngton; Southampton, Aux., 35.25;
Worthington Aux. (of wh. Mrs. Hub-
bard 5), 21, C. E. Societies of Western
Hampshire Co., 38, 260 60

18 50

64 95

Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. E. H. Bigelow,
Treas. Lincoln, Aux., 4; Maynard,
Aux., Mrs. Lucy A. Maynard, 12; Mil-
ford, Aux., 4; Saxonville, Aux., 2.50, 22 50

Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.—Miss Sarah
B. Tirrell, Treas. Abington, Aux., Th.
Off., 14.50; Brockton, Aux., 40; Easton,
Aux., Th. Off., 8.25; Hingham, Aux.,
13.50; Mattapoisett, Jun. C. E. Soc,
4.25; Plymouth, Pilgrim Stepping Stones
M. C, 60, 140 50

North Middlesex Branch.—Mrs. Elizabeth
Hunt, Treas. Littleton, Th. Off., 12;
Shirley, C. E. Soc, 5, collected, 13, 30 00

Old Colony Branch. —Miss Frances J.
Runnels, Treas. Edgartown, Aux., 11;
Lust Taunton, Aux., 23; Fall River,
Central Ch., C. E. Soc, 15, Cradle Roll,

1 ; Marion, Aux., 25, to const. L. M. Mrs.
H. L. Brickett, Miss. Band, 3; No. Mid-
dleboro Light Bearers, M. C, 5, Cradle
Roll, 1, 94 00

Readville.—B. D., 2 00

Sharon.—A Friend, 5 00

Springfield Branch.—Miss H. T. Bucking-
ham, Treas. Holyoke, First Ch., Aux.,
13; Ludlow Mills, Aux., 2.50; Mitten-
eague, Aux., 25 ; So. Hadley Falls, Aux.,
25; Springfield, So. Ch., Aux., 55.60, Y.
W. Miss. Soc, 11.40, 132 50

Suffolk Branch. — Miss Myra B. Child,
Treas. Auburndale, Aux., 15; Boston, *

Central Ch., Aux., 169, S. S., 5.82, Mt.
Vernon Ch., Aux., Miss Mary C. Col-
burn, 1, Y. L. 31iss. Soc, 50, Old South
Ch., Y. L. Soc, 25, Soldiers of the Cross,
M. C, 10.30, Shawmut Ch., Aux., 15,

Brighton Ch., Aux., 101.42; Cambridge,
Pilgrim Ch., Y. L. M. C, 3; Cambridge-
port, Pilgrim Ch., Y. L. Soc, 10, Jun.
C. E. Soc, 10, Prospect St. Ch., Th. Off.,

63; Chelsea, Third Ch., Jun. C. E. Soc,
5; Dorchester, Central Ch., Aux., 10,

Pilgrim Ch., 5, Second Ch., Aux., Th.
Off., 65.02, Y. L. Soc, 20, Go Forth Miss.
Band, 1, S. S. Class, 5; E. Somerville,
Franklin St. Ch., Aux., 23; Franklin,
Mary Warfield Miss. Soc, 100; Everett,
First Ch., Ladies' Miss, and Aid Soc, 5;
Needham, Aux., 30; Newton Highlands,
Aux., Cradle Roll, 24.38 ;

Norwood, Aux.,
60; Roxburv, Eliot Ch.. Aux., 9.95. Im-
manuel Ch.. Aux., Th. Off.. 159.50;

Somerville, Mrs. W. N. Snow, 5. Broad-
wavCh., Aux., Th. Off.. 21.18, Prospect
Hill Ch., Woman's Union Soc, Mrs. E.
S. Tead. 3, Winter Hill Ch., Aux., Th.
Off., 12.75, Y. L. Miss. Soc, 10; South
Boston, Phillips Ch., S. S., 15; West
Newton, Aux., 25; West Roxburv, Aux.,
20, contributed at meeting October 17th,

3. 1,116 32
Worcester Branch.—Mrs. Minnie D. Tuck-
er, Treas. Clinton, Aux. (of wh. 5 from
Mrs. K. B. Vroom). 7; Fitchbure, C. C.
Ch., Aux., 24.15: Greendale, People's
Ch. S. S., Prim. Dept., 4; Northbridg-e
Centre. Aux., 2, C. E. Soc, 1; North
Brookfield. A Friend, 10; Oxford, Aux.,
5; Winchendon, No. Ch., Aux., 29.70;
Worcester, Old South Ch., Aux., 25,

Plymouth Ch., Aux.. 50, Union Ch.,
Aux. (of wh. 31 Th. Off.), 51,

Total,

208 85

3,304 75
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RHODE ISLAND.

Rhode Island Branch.—Mrs. G. E. Luther,
Treas. Little Compton, Aux., 12; New-
port, Aux., 25.80; River Point, C. E.
Soc, 10; Saylesville, Memorial Chapel,
C. E. Soc, 4.25, 52 05

Total, 52 05

CONNECTICUT.

Eastern Conn. Brarich.—Miss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Jewett City, Aux.,
6.60; Mystic, Aux., 43.08; Norwich,
Broadway Ch., Aux., 160.92; Poinfret,
Aux., 32; Taftville, Aux., 17, 259 60

Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford
Scott, Treas. Columbia, Cheerful Giv-
ers M. C, 15; Ellington, Aux., Th. Off.,

52; Hartford, First Ch., Aux., 361.25, M.
C, 15, Fourth Ch., Aux., 3.75, Pearl St.
Ch., Aux. (of wh. 25 by Mrs. W. P. Wil-
liams, to const. L. M. Ruth Beardslee),
227.85, S. S., 40, Prim. S. S., 5; Plain-
ville, Aux., 70; So. Coventry, Aux., 2,

Jun. C. E. Soc, 3; Unionville, Aux.
(Th. Off. 33.55, of wh. 25 to const, L. M.
Airs. G. L. Hill), 50 90, Cradle Roll, 4.50, 850 25

New Haven Branch.—Miss Julia Twining,
Treas. Brookneld Center, Aux., 1

;

Canaan, Aux., 13, Y. L. Soc, 15; Chester,
Aux., 6.20; Cromwell, Aux.. 95.81; Dan-
bury, First Ch., Aux., 5.75, C. E. Soc, 20;
Durham, Aux., 10.50; Goshen, Aux.,
19 50; Guilford, First Ch., Aux., 11;
Killingworth, Aux., 21.65; Madison,
Aux., 110; Meriden, Centre Ch.. Aux.,
12, First Ch., Aux., 200, to const. L. M's
Mrs. W.E. Benham, Mrs. Albert Foster,
Mrs. Wm. Griswold, Mrs. Henry Leip,
Mrs. C. B. Merriam, Mrs. Sarah E.
Pierce; New Haven, Grand Ave. Ch.,
Aux., 25, Plymouth Ch., M. C. (of wh. 25
to const. L. M. Miss Lurel Russell), 40;
Northfield, Aux., 11.55; North Haven,
C. E. Soc, 18.70; Portland, Aux., 7.55;
Prospect, Aux., 15, Gleaners, M. C, 32;
Salisbury, Aux., 41, Miss. Band, 6.37;
Sharon, Aux., 50; Sherman, Aux.,
26.67; So. Britain, Aux., 20; Stamford,
Aux., 51.39, T. H. M. C, 15; Stratford,
Aux., 34; Wallingford, C. E. Soc, 6;
Warren, Aux., 25, to const. L. M. Miss
Emily A. Carter; Washington, Aux.,
21.20; Watertown, Aux., 5.70; Westport,
Aux. 10, 1,003 54

Total, 2,113 39

LEGACY.

Somers.—Legacy Mrs. Eunice C. Shep-
herd, 1,177 33

NEW YORK.

New York State Branch.—Mrs. Guilford
Dudley, Treas. Albany, First Ch., Aux.,
100, S. S., Jun. Dept., 5; Angola, Aux.,
5; Aquebogue, Aux., 8.25; Brooklyn,
Central Ch., Aux. (of wh. 25 to const. L.
M. Mrs. L. R. P. Stockton), 175, Lewis
Ave. Ch., Aux., 50, Evangel Circle 15.25,

Park Ch., L. M. C, 37.60, Tompkins Ave.,
Aux., 251.43; Buffalo, First Ch., Aux.,
30, S. S. Class, 5; Carthage, Aux., 5;
Cortland, Aux., 50, to const. L. M's Mrs.

Harriet Van Alstine, Mrs. Ella M. Tut-
tle; East Bloomfield, Aux., 15.16; Gol-
den's Bridge, A Friend, 1.40; Morris-
ville, Lucy A. Dana, 2; Mount Vernon,
Jun. C. E. Soc, 5.70; New Haven, Aux.,
25, Willing Workers, M. C, 13.75, C. E.
Soc, 10, A Friend, 20; New York, Bed-
ford Park, Aux., 5, Jun. C. E. Soc, 5;
Northville, Aux., 27.75, C. E. Soc, 5;
Nvack-on-Hudson, 20; Owego, Aux.,
3.50; Plattsburgh, Airs. P. D. Moore,
8.80; Port Leyden, Aux., 10 ;

Poughkeep-
sie, Aux., 14; Riverhead, Aux., 64, S. S.,

11.23; Syracuse, Geddes Ch., Willing
Workers, 10; Warsaw, Aux., 70. Less
expenses, 52.29, 1,026 53

Total, 1,026 53

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.

Philadelphia Branch.—Miss Emma Fla-
vell, Treas. D. C, Washington, A
Friend, Capitol Hill, Th. Off., 3.80;
Mount Pleasant, Aux., 16.35; N~. J.,

Bound Brook, C. E. Soc, 21.20; Mont-
clair, Y. L. Soc, 17; Newark, Belle-
ville Ave. Ch., Aux., 2; Orange Valley,
Aux., 30, Ladies, 13.25; Passaic, A«ux.,

5; Westfield, in memory of Martin Rice
Welles, member of Cradle Roll, 100, S.

S., 27.55; Woodbridge, Aux., 19.53;

Penn., Philadelphia. Germantown, Mrs.
Robert Boutillier, 50. Less expenses,
32, 273 68

Total, 273 68

GEORGIA.

Atlanta.—Central Cong'l Ch., Ladies, for
Miss. Soc, 15 00

Total, 15 00

FLORIDA.

Interlachen.—Aux., 5 00

Total, 5 00

WISCONSIN.

Oak Center.—Mrs. S. B. Howard, 5 00

Total, 5 00

KANSAS.

Leavenworth.—Mis. M. C. Wiggin, 5 00

Total, 5 00

CANADA CONG. TV. B. M.

Quebec— St. Andrews, East, Aux., 45 00

Total, 45 00

General Funds, 6,977 60
Gifts for Special Objects, 623 02
Variety Account, 133 00

Legacy, 1,177 33

Total, $8,910 95



HOME SECRETARY'S REPORT.

The books of the twenty-third year of the Woman's Board of Missions
for the Pacific and the first year of service of the present home secretaries

are closed, and sealed against the final opening at the judgment day. The
record is made. It is a solemn thought that the past is no longer ours ; its

good and ill are irrevocable.

She whose duty it is to give you the summary of the work of the Home
Secretaries for the past year, has not the wit for the telling sentences or the

grace for the rounded periods of her colleagues who will report to you other

phases of our work. She onlv asks your attention for a few moments to

some facts and suggestions. And first for the facts.

The Woman's Board has four branches, very much alive,—the Washing-
ton, Oregon, Southern California, and Young Woman's Branches,—all

doing work along financial and educational lines. Your secretaries have
written, in all, nearly two hundred and fifty letters, postals, etc. To the

one hundred and fifty letters sent out at the beginning of the year we
received twenty-eight replies ; to the fifty letters sent out at the close of the

year we received nineteen,—leaving one hundred and fifty-three unanswered
letters. Into those letters, which we made personal to those whom we
addressed, we put all the enthusiasm of which we were capable. In our
ignorance and inexperience we were sure that such eager enthusiasm as we
felt must win replies from those to whom we wrote. The statistics given
show how our hopes were realized. Pastors and people alike disregard our
entreaties for answers to questions regarding condition of fields, possibili-

ties for new organizations, etc. We are disappointed. We have not found
the spirit of fellowship between the home Board and the auxiliaries and
churches that was our ideal, or that seems to us the best condition for

earnest, effective work. Those are the plain, simple facts.

Now for the suggestions : Allow me to say first of all, that the home
Board does not wish to be regarded as a distinctivelv money-raising institu-

tion. We would be an advisory body as well,—a suggester, a helper, a

center of Christian fellowship. Among the various clubs throughout this

our much-clubbed land,—clubs economic, psychic, art, social, physical, politi-

cal, poetical,—there is a feeling of mutual interest, a sort of federation of

societies, their aim being the physical, moral, and intellectual uplift of their

members. Methods may differ, questions under discussion may be "as
wide asunder as the poles," but in any of these organizations let a stranger

C?S)
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make herself known as a club woman and she is at once the object of eager in-

terest, and breathes an atmosphere of fellowship. I venture the assertion that

not one member, male or female, of any club in America would have left

unanswered a personal letter upon club affairs. Is there not something
wrong with our ideals and our methods when wewho are laboring for one com-
mon cause, our fellow-men, with one common aim, their highest good, under
one common Leader, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, show such lack

of interest in each other and in our Master's cause? That big-hearted lover

of old, St. John, said, " We know that we have passed from death unto life,

because we love the brethren."

Measuring ourselves by his standard, how much do we love each other and
our cause ? If we truly love, what will we not do for the object of our regard ?

Pardon 'me if I speak too plainly- I do not wish to appear ungracious, but

I have reason to deeply deplore the lack of fellowship and unity in Christian

work.
It is probably the fault of the inexperience of your Secretaries that they

have no more facts concerning the different auxiliaries in their field to give

you. That we may do better another year, I would suggest, secondly, that

we organize ourselves more systematically.

This is the age of organization. The Salvation Army, the Christian

Endeavor movement, the Grand Army, and auxiliary Relief Corps and
numberless lodges, show us the benefit of complete organization. Could not

we organize our auxiliaries into small associations or districts, with district

superintendents, that should have quarterly meetings, sending in quarterly

reports to the home Board, giving for our use throughout the State informa-
tion of value, results of new methods and ideas, inspiring statistics, and,

above all, success in interesting the uninterested,—that question of perennial

freshness, that question which, like Banquo's ghost, " will not down." Such
meetings, I firmly believe, would be invaluable in educating, inspiring us,

and, above all, in stimulating that sense of fellowship that we lack.

I would suggest, third, that we have a complete statistical report from all

the auxiliaries annually, with list of officers, number of members in each,

amounts contributed by each, with other items of interest, such as special

meetings, annual meetings, etc. Also a printed list of questions for answer
as to the various hindrances met with, best means of dealing with these,

programmes found to be interesting, difficulties in obtaining suitable material

for programmes, most successful ways of raising money, etc. These and
many other questions could be asked and answered, and the whole tabulated

for future use. Can we not bring business methods to bear upon this work
to our lasting benefit?

We would suggest, fourthly, that a programme committee be appointed by
the home Board to urge the adoption of systematic courses of study—courses

fundamental in their nature, and satisfactory in their achievement ; a com-
mittee that would study the most approved methods, and endeavor to supply

the best literature at the least cost; a committee who knows that if anyone
will have the best he must pay its price, and who would endeavor to teach

the people not to be afraid of taking too much trouble to have a good
missionary meeting. As we found the "costume hour" so entertaining and
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instructive, why could not our committee have costumes to loan to any
auxiliary who wished to have a similar hour, and would pay for the trans-

portation? If that be objected to as too expensive, we reply that education

is what is needed to make the money flow into our treasury, and the more
we expend for education, the more we shall have in our bag.

Above all, let me plead once more for a warmer Christian fellowship. To
cultivate this feeling it must be watched and tended assiduously. Even love

itself dies if not nourished and carefully cherished, and, above all, is practical.

Let us practice daily this 14 love of the brethren."

Suffer me a word in concluding this very sketchy, and by no means
exhaustive, outline : This is an age of intense intellectual and moral activity.

Shall we go on in the old beaten paths, "at rest in Zion," piously shoulder-

ing the responsibility upon God? Knowledge of all kinds has never been so

eagerly sought, and methods of imparting knowledge have never been so

carefully studied. Shall we, relying on the high dignity and sanctity of our
cause, remain placidly content with hoary, moss-grown methods? Men and
women have never been so interested in and thoughtful about all questions

pertaining to the grand possibilities of life? Shall the Church be found
wanting? Shall she not arise in all her activities, put on her beautiful

garments, and command the respect of the world by her intelligent apprecia-

tion of the new conditions, her prophetic foresight, and her ability to meet all

the questions of the day*in a spirit broad enough and deep enough to satisfy

the entire world? A. J. Cruzax.

TREASURER'S REPORT.
For the Year Ending August 31, 1896.

RECEIPTS.

Alameda, 5S.75; Auburn, 7.50; Berkelev,
238.80; Campbell, 30; Cloverdale, 53.50;
Claremont, 6; Cottonwood, 5 ; Field's
Landing, 1.25; Glen Ellen, 8; Grass
Valley, 35; Idaho Union, 12.30; Lodi,
16.51; Lincoln, 16.69; Little Shasta,
14.75; Mcintosh, Ga., for special ob-
ject, 5; Oakland, First Ch., 307.36, Pil-
grim Ch., 85.76, Plymouth Ave. Ch.,
71.75, Fourth Ch., 33. 81, Market St. Ch.,
2.30; Oleander, 3.10; Pacific Grove,
Mayflower Ch., 28; Pescadero, 3.50;
Petaluma, 28.20; Paradise, 5; Rocklin,
8.75; Rohnerville, 1.90; San Francisco,
First Ch., 56.10, Plymouth Ch., 136,

Bethany Ch., 50; Third Ch., 38.85,

Olivet Ch., 3.50; Sacramento, First
Ch., 122; San Jose, First Ch., 100,
West Side-Chapel, 15.20; Stockton, 56;
Sonoma, 15; Seminary Park, Mills
College, 25; Santa Monica, 5; Santa
Cruz, 32.85; Saratoga, 40; Santa Rosa,
5, San Juan, 5; Tipton, 10; Tulare,
Mrs. H. J. Harding, 5; Utah Union,
11, for Armenian Relief, 2.50; Vaca-
ville, 5 ;

Woodland, 1 .70 ;
Young Ladies'

Branch, 637.10; Southern Branch,
1,118.70, for special object, 55, Debt of
American Board, 65, Armenian Relief,
27.50; Oregon Branch, 255.78, for spe-
cial object, 5, Armenian Relief, 16.05;
Washington Branch, 389.15; A Friend,

for Work in Mexico, 2.50, Armenian
Relief, 1; Collections, 31.60; Dividend
on Bank Deposit, 26.05; Donation for
Visitor's Expenses, 2.60; Room Fund,
by special donations, 85.65, 4,548 16

Total, 4,548 16

SUPPLEMENTARY RECEIPTS.
Collection at Annual Meeting, 1&55;
San Francisco, First Ch-, Cephas Soc,
a Friend, 40, First Ch , Cephas Soc, 3,
Plymouth Ch., 24; Redwood City. 7.50;
Sunol Glen Church and Sunday School,
6.01; "Young Ladies' Brunch, 264.63;
Southern Branch, 10; Washington
Branch, 12.76, 386 45

STATEMENT.
Receipts as above.
Supplementary Receipts,

Total, 186 45

4,548 1«

386 45

Total, $4,934 61

Bessie B. Merriam, Treas.

Oakland, Sept. 22, 1S96.
September 23, 1896.

I have examined the accounts of the Treas
urer of the W. B. M. P. and the Annual Report
for the year ending August 31, 1896, with the
vouchers for the disbursements, and find
them correct.

Walter Frear, Auditor.
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Eleventh annual report of the Young Ladies' Branch, for the year ending September 1, 18U6.

Offerings for Morning Star Mission :

—

Alameda, Sunday School, 14.55; Beth-
any, Sunday School, 1.80, Benicia,
Sunday School, 3.45; Berkeley, 5.20;
Crockett, 2.50; Cottonwood, 1; Corra-
litos, 2; Campbell, 2.66; Cloverdale,
5; Ferndale, Humbolt Co., Sunday
School, 1.80; Field's Landing, Sunday
School, 1.75; Friend, 93 cts.; Glen
Ellen, Sunday School, 2.05; Lodi,
Sunday School, 7.50; Lewiston, Sun-
day School, 1.50; Little Shasta, Sunday
School, 5; Lockeford, Sunday School,
4.35; Kenwood, Sunday School, 1.20;
Martinez, Sunday School, 1.45; Mur-
phys, Sunday School, 10 cts.; Oak-
land, First Ch., Sunday School, 23.60,
Second Church, Sunday School, 3 75,
Plymouth Ave. Ch., Sunday School,
3 85, Pilgrim Ch., Sunday School, 15;
Oleander, Sunday School, 10 cts.; Pes-
cadero, Sunday School, 1.50; Peach-
land, Sunday School, 2.61; Richmond,
Sunday School, 85 cts.; Rio Vista,
5; San Francisco, Plymouth Ch.,
morning Sunday School, 15, Plymouth
Ch., Primary Class, afternoon Sunday
School, 50 cts., Third Ch., Sunday
School, 9.10, Bethany Ch., Sunday
School, 10, Bethany Ch., Sun Beams,
3.40, Park Ch., Sunday School, 4.50;
San Jose, Sunday School, 7.48; San
Rafael, Sunday School, 1.05; Saratoga,

,

Sunday School, 7.50; Stockton, Sunday
School,2.35; Vacaville, Sunday School,
3; Cash, 10 cts. ; 1)52 (i6

RECEIPTS.

Alameda, King's Daughtei-s, 45; Bethle-
hem, Jim. u. E., 1; Berkeley, Theo-
dora Soc, two scholarships in Arru-
pukottai Boarding School, 30, Theo-
dora Soc, Bible woman in India, 7.50;
Clayton, 4.50; Cloverdale, Gleaners,
10; Campbell, Mrs. Williams' Sunday-
school class, for a scholarship in
Arrupukottai Boarding School, 15;
Elk River, First Ch., 3; Lodi, C. E.
Soc, for Mr. and Mis. Perkins' work
in India, 1; Newcastle, C. E. Soc,
toward a scholarship in Arrupukot-
tai Boarding School, 7.50; Oakland,
First Ch., Young Ladies' Soc, 250;
First Ch., C. E. Soc, two scholarships,
boy and girl in Arrupukottai Board-
ing School, 30, Market St. Ch., 15, Mar-
ket St. Ch., C. E. Soc, 1.50, Plymouth
Ave. Ch., C. E. Soc, on the Fulton
Pledge, toward a scholai>hip for a
girl in Arrupukottai Boarding School,
(>, Plymouth Ave. Ch., a friend, 10,
Plymouth Ave. Ch., C. E. Soc, a
friend, 10, Pilgrim Ch., King's Daugh-
ters, 7.05, First Ch., proceeds from Mr.
Wadham's lecture, 5.80; Oroville, 2.50,
Sen. and Jun. C. E. Soc, 5. Jun. C. E.
Soc., towards a scholarship in Arrup-
ukottai Boarding School, 6; Petaluma ,

C. E. Soc, scholarship in Arrupukot-
tai Boarding School, 15; San Fran-
cisco, First Ch., Puritan Soc, schol-
arship in Arrupukottai Boarding
School, 20, Plymouth Ch., C. E. Soc,
scholarship in Arrupukottai Boarding
School, 15, Plymouth Ch., Mizpah Cir-
cle, 64, Bethany Church, Bethany
Gleaners, 50, Richmond Ch.,C- E. Soc

,

1, Third Ch , Mr. J. M. Madison, for
the support of a child for one month
in Arrupukottai Boarding School,
1.25, Third Ch .Miss R. A. Hutchinson,
scholarship for a boy in Arrupukottai
Boarding School, 15, Third Ch., Mr.
and Mrs. Clark, scholarship for a girl
in Arrupukottai Boarding School, 15,
Third Ch., Miss McKee, membership
fee, 1; Saratoga, Mission Circle, 10;
Santa Cruz, Cheerful Workers, 25;
Soquel, C. E. Soc, scholarship in
Arrupukottai Boarding School, 15, a
friend, 10; Mr. Huygins, 1, from a
friend, to const. Miss Florence L.
Scott L. M. of the Y. L. B., 25, collec-
tion from branch meeting, 3.65, collec-
tion from annual meeting, 11.38,

Total, $766 63

Total, $952 66

SUPPLEMENTARY RECEIPTS.

Since the Treasurer's books were closed the
following sums have been reported :

—

Alameda, First Cong'l Ch., C. E. Soc, 2;

San Jose, 5; Santa Cruz, First Cong'l
Ch., C. E. soc, toward a scholarship
in Arrupukottai Boarding School, 3;
San Francisco, Third Ch., C. E. Soc,
10; Cloverdale, Gleaners, 5; Field's
Landing, a friend, toward a schol-
arship in Arrupukottai Boarding
School, 25 cts.; San Francisco, Third
Ch., Sunday School, offering for Morn-
ing Star, 20 cts ; Ferndale, Sunday
School, offering for Morning Star, 20
cts.; Oakland, Plymouth Ave. Ch.,
offering for Morning Star, 10 cts., 25 75

Total, $25 75

Grace E. Goodhue,
Treasurer Y. L. J>.

TREASURER'S QUARTERLY REPORT.
September 1 to December 1.

receipts.

Cash on hand, 45.11; Berkeley Auxil-
iary, per Rev. W. Frear, 2.50; Rio
Vista Auxiliary, 17; Etna Mills, Rev.
B. F. Moody, 2.50; Lodi Auxiliary,
10.75; Vacaville, Collection, 2; First
Church Auxiliary, Oakland, 43.70;
Plymouth Church Auxiliary, San

Oakland, December 1, 1896.

Francisco, 15; Oregon Branch, 23.50;
Southern Branch, for the support of
G. Sellamal, care of Miss Mary Noyes,
Madura, 15; Young Ladies' Branch,
14; Young Ladies' Branch, to complete
appropriation for 1896, 25.75; Utah
Missionary I'nion, 21.80, 238 61

Total, $238 61

Bessie B. Merkiam, Treas.



EDITORIAL COMMITTEE.

Mrs. James G. Johnson, 7 Ritchie Place. Chicago.

Miss Sarah Pollock. Mrs. W. H. Rice.

Mrs. Graham Taylor. Mrs. G. B. Willcox.
Mrs. H. M. Lyman.

In these opening months of the year it is difficult to tell which one of our

missionary fields would excite most interest in an impartial observer. The

more they are studied the more important seem the crises in all of them.

From many villages in India where converts wait for baptism and instruction,

with no teacher to be had, there comes now the news of terrible famine.

"Many of the keenest sufferers are native Christians. These belong to the

humblest classes in India, and high prices have brought upon them the

greatest distress." So the bread for spiritual and for bodily necessities is

more called for, perhaps, than ever before.

Many of our number are personally interested in the building of the Lucy

Perry Noble Bible School in Madura, now so near completion that probably

some classes are already under its roof. .

Turkey draws the eyes of all the world to its needs and sufferings. Just

now, perhaps, the needs of the orphans appeal most strongly to all hearts

To us, the crowding of eager learners into our schools and churches, which

(89)
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our teachers report with every mail, ought to make us more ready to do our

part. A letter from Miss Chambers, who is with Miss Shattuck at Oorfa

this winter, gives such a picture. Mrs. Gates, wife of the President of

Harpoot College, at home with her children in Chicago, has spoken a few

times as her health has permitted. Miss Willard, of Carleton College, Minn.,

has taken Miss King's work in Marsovan for one year at least. She had

visited and aided Miss King, and was with her in her last illness. These

visitors, who are also helpers, are better tonics'to tired workers than anything

else that could be discovered. It is often so with the transient guest who, on

her way to enjoy the sights and experiences of a foreign land, turns aside to

speak a word of greeting and of cheer to our teachers
;
perhaps to visit their

classes, and to inquire into the progress and needs of the schools.

Africa makes us think of Miss Nancy Jones in her little brick cot-

tage of one room, which is now a boarding school for three little girls, and

four boys who sleep in a hut outside. She has a class of boys besides, and

she has sheltered and helped many a girl who has fled to her for refuge.

She says, "One by one my little family are coming to the Saviour."

Miss Zimmer, writing from Scutari, December 12th, tells in a very in-

teresting letter of her mission to Germany in behalf of the orphans. The
Germans, she said, seemed most interested in this orphan's work, and asked

for a missionary to attend their meeting. She went, and 44 forty thousand

marks were given for our work for the orphans." She adds, 44 We have

had nearly a hundred children under our care. Quite a number were sent to

Germany, the relatives of many left Turkey, and took the children with

them. For more than two months we had personally cleaned up and

straightened out the children, and as soon as they had learned to trust and

obey us, we had to give them up again."

Miss Zimmer tells of the new plans for this work of the German Relief

Society, and of the sending out of the Countess Von Groeben to look after,

and to install, if possible, a permanent work.

TURKEY.
PART OF LETTER FROM MISS CHAMBERS.

Oorfa, November 16th

Miss Shattuck seems very tired, and I am very glad I could come. We
have united schools with the Gregorians, and have fourteen departments in

all, with more than one thousand children, and soon will have twenty teach-
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ers. We also have fourteen Bible women at work, teaching women and

grown girls to read. Many more wish to learn as soon as we can arrange

with them to have a teacher.

These teachers are newly made widows, and support, or at least partially

support, their families by this means. Besides the readers, there are live

who hold little meetings and visit the sick. Those who pass a satisfactory

examination in reading are allowed to enter a Bible class I conduct every

Wednesday morning. We are to study the life of Christ according to Mat-

thew. Pray for us. Our Sunday school is very large, having sometimes

as many as one thousand one hundred children. I have a class of twenty-

six large girls. We have a teachers' meeting every Monday evening. Our
women's meetings, which Miss Shattuck and I have together, are crowded,

as are our church services. We also have an industrial department, in which

we employ a number of persons. I believe there are now one hundred and

ten in all. Besides this, we have our orphan boys and girls. We are taking

in new ones all the time,—will have one hundred and twenty-five when our

number is complete. Every minute is filled up. There is scarcely time for

anything to be thought about or talked over except the work on hand. We
have no time to borrow trouble or worry about the future.

JAPAN.

From a description of a tour in the Hokkaido, by Mr. Cary, November.

Except in two or three of the largest towns there are no jinrikishas, so

that traveling is done in boats of various kinds, on horseback with various

kinds of saddles, by coach, by cart, and on foot. Last Friday I left this

town, Meeri, by coach. It was not a very elegant vehicle, but it compared

well with the bony horse that dragged it, while they were superior to the

so-called "road" over which we traveled. That must be under the special

care of the Society for the Promotion of Cruelty to Animals. In places

there was deep mud ; in others, holes that made the vehicle tip and toss.

The last five miles was through deep sand, varied by deep sloughs, and in-

terrupted occasionally by bridges raised several inches above the roadbed,

so as to give the horses a good strain in ascending, and the horses a good

jolt in descending. It had grown dark, and it was necessary to keep well

braced, and to hope that the driver was well enough acquainted with the

road to insure us against a complete wreck.
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The next day it seemed a pleasant change to take a walk of twenty-eight

miles. The last four miles of that had also its unpleasant side
;

for, just as

it began to grow dark, there came up a violent thunderstorm with blinding

lightning and driving rain. Much of the way was through a muddy slough.

Seldom is a hotel more welcome than was the rough frame building, smoky
and drafty, that finally furnished me shelter. This was in the little colony

named 44 Emmanuel," a number of the settlers being Christians. The next

day was Sunday ; a windy day, with occasional storms of* snow and hail.

In the morning I went to the hut of a farmer who lived near the center of

the settlement. The hut was made of reeds, supported by a framework of

posts and poles. Its one room may have been twelve feet by twenty-four.

About half had only the earth for floor; the other had a raised platform of

boards, a part of this being matted. Farming and household utensils were

ranged about the room. In one corner was the chicken roost. In the mid-

dle of the room was a place surrounded on three sides by the board plat-

form above mentioned, which served for the fireplace. Here were burning

the ends of five or six large sticks of wood, that were gradually pushed up

toward the center as they were consumed. There being no chimney, the

smoke went wherever the puffs of wind might send it. As we sat around

the fire before meeting commenced, it would be driven into the faces of now
one, and now another. The Japanese would squint their eyes and make no

ado; as for me, I became a weeping prophet. I had been practicing at

the hotel, though there I had only the smoke that drifted in from the

kitchen, and that of the imperfectlv burned charcoal in my own room.

Notwithstanding these rough surroundings we had a pleasant service ; and

it was encouraging to meet these persons who were trying to lay the founda-

tions of a Christian town. Some of them have been there five years, and

have made a good start toward independence. We have no evangelist there,

though one is being sought. The people meet on Sundays for Bible study,

and frequently have a sermon by one of their own number, some of them hav-

ing had a good education. In some respects the colony resembles some to be

found in the newer parts of our own country.

UNION PRAYER MEETING IN CHICAGO.
The Union Prayer Meeting of the Woman's Boards of Foreign Missions,

that have their headquarters in Chicago, was held January 6th, from io to 12

A. M., in the auditorium of the Y. M. C. A. It was a real union meeting,

no denominational banners being seen or thought of. "The Indwelling and

Power of the Holy Spirit" was the theme, and Mrs. C. H. Case, president
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of the Illinois Branch, was the leader. Her opening words impressed her

hearers with their utter helplessness without this gift. Mrs. Lamoureux

spoke for the young ladies on the need of this indwelling Spirit, what it

would cost us, and what it would mean to our Christian work. Mrs. Wm.
Blair described a beautiful Christmas card sent her from London by Dr.

Gibson, a former pastor, as one that brought an important message. It had

a picture of Jesus knocking at the door, and just three lines below : "If any

man will hear my voice, and will open the door, I will enter in and dwell

with him." Two things, hearing and opening wide the door, are all we
have to do. The Lord will enter in and dwell with us.

Mrs. C. F. Gates, who has left her home and her husband in Harpoot,

Turkey, in the midst of alarms, gave a very touching Bible lesson on the

waters of Mara. God led the Israelites through the thirsty land and to

Mara. They murmured, and they found fault with Moses. But when

Moses cried to God, instant relief came. "Don't you think that if they had

cried to God in the first place, instead of murmuring, He would have de-

livered them at once? I have tried this again and again," said the speaker.

"If we go first to God we need never murmur nor complain."

Mrs. Gates held up Dr. Gordon's little book, the " Ministry of the Spirit,"

and begged each one to buy a copy and read it. The meeting closed with

our " Covenant," read in concert by all standing, and prayer for the coming

of the kingdom. m. j. \v.

MRS. MARY EMERSON HAVEN.

Our brief space can do little justice to this dear saint, who went home on

the morning of the last day of the old year. As a pastor's wife, as the

loving assistant of a professor in the Chicago Theological Seminary, a

charter member of Union Park Church, and also of the W. B. M. I., as the

mother of one of our dear missionaries, a leader in all Christian work for

women, a leader also in most valued educational work for women, as an

indefatigable teacher and ripe scholar, her name is known and honored in

New England and in the Interior. Her descent from scholars, her careful

early training, her methodical habits of study, her earnest piety, made her

a rare woman. The call came suddenly, but she was ready. The very early

morning had often found her in communion with God in her upper chamber.

Early in the morning of December 31st she entered into the presence

chamber of her King, to go no more out forever. M. j. w.
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WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Treasurer.

Receipts from October 21 to December 10, 1896.

October 21st to November 10th.

J ranch.—Miss Mary I. Beattie, 223 North
St., Rockford, Treas. Bloomington,
18.50; Chicago, F. H. C, 2, First Ch., one
member, 25; Forestville, 8.75, Grace Ch.,
19, Pacific Cb.,6, Pilgrim Ch., 1 ; De Kail),

8; Dundee, 5; Emington, 2; Griggsville,
2; Harvey, 50 cts., Ottawa, 13.25; Whea-
ton, First Ch., 27.18; Winnebago, 5,

Junior: Chicago, First Ch., 8; Lake View,
Ch. of the Redeemer, 19.44; Glencoe,
35; Marshall, 5,

C. E. : Elgin, 20; Payson, 10,

Sunday School: EVanston, First Ch.,
The King's Daughters: La Grange,
Juvenile : Evanston, First Ch., Light

Bearers,
Junior C. E. : Toulon,
Thank Offerings: Austin, 15.15, Juniors,

2.25; Marshall, 11.75; Moline, First Ch.,
13.82; Ottawa, 20.75, Juniors, 20.75; Pe-
oria, First Ch., 71.50; Port Byron, 17.52;

Thawville, 5.40,

143 18

67 44
30 00
28 30
3 75

5 55
10 00

Total,

178 89

467 11

November 10th to December 10th.

Chicago, Mrs. Follett, 2.50, First Ch., A
Friend, 125, Green St. Ch., 4.75, Millard
Ave. Ch., 16.50, New England Ch., 11.05,

Plymouth Ch., Mrs. SI after, 1, Union
Park Ch., 75, A Friend, 25, Warren Ave.
Ch., 29, Washington ParkCh..2; Elgin,
10; Highland, 6: Hinsdale, 38. 04: Homer,
15.32; Melvin,4.50; Providence, 3; Rock-
ford, 1.40; Roscoe, 1; Salterman, School-
house, 2.50; Somonauk, 6.50 ;

Stark, 7.25;
Waverly, 3.25,

Junior: Chicago, Union Park Ch., 27.10;
Galesburg, Central Ch., Philergians, 12,

Y. P. S. : Galesburg, Knox College,
C.E. : Chicago, Warren Ave. Ch., 75;
Highland, 3; Sprinc Valley, 10,

Susdav Schools: Oak Park, Second Ch.,
4.16; Rockford, Second Ch., 15,

Juvenile : Elmhurst, Forget-Me-Not Soc,
5; Highland, Morning: Star Band, 2.50;
Joy Prairie, 6.25; Poplar Grove, 2;
Woodburn, 7.30,

Junior C. E. : Chicago, California Ave.
Ch.,

Wee Folks Cards.
Thank Offerings: Chicago, Green St.

Ch., 10.86, Union Park Ch., Juniors,
2.50; Hinsdale, 1.50; Joy Prairie, M. B.,
50 cts. ; Rockford, Second Ch., 1 ; Waver-
ly, 2.50,

391 06

39 10

5 00

88 00

19 16

23 05

5 00
2 00

Corrections: In December Life and
Light, Chicago, Leavitt St. Ch., should
be (of wh. 25 is Th. Off.) 55; La Grange,
Charles W. Vial should be 23 cts. ; Hins-
dale, Juv. should be (of wh. 15 is Th.
Off.) 25.

INDIANA.

Branch.—Miss M. E. Perry, 51 Broadway,
Indianapolis, Treas. Angola, 11; Elk-
hart, 1,

Juvenile: Ft. Wayne, Kindergarten,
Sunday School: Angola,

Total,

12 00
1 00
3 13

16 13

IOWA.

Total,

18 86

591 23

October 21st to November 8th.

Branch.—Mrs. C. E. Rew, of Grinnell,
Treas. Anamosa, 50 cts.

;
Burlington,

4; Chester Center, 2.09; Dubuque, First
Ch., 8.30; Eldora, 5; Garden Prairie, 10;
Gowrie,4.10; Iowa Falls, 7.50: Magnolia,
3.25; Onawa, Mrs. J.R.Thurston, 1;
Oskaloosa, 6.50; Shell Rock, 2.50, 54 74

C. E.: Council Bluffs, 5; Mt. Pleasant, 5;
Onawa, 5, 15 00

Juvenile: Wayne, 3 00
Junior C. E. : Anamosa, 2; Anita, 1, 3 00
Sunday Schools: Genoa Bluffs, 2.50;
Red Oak, 1 60, 4 10

Thank Offerings: Eldora, 5; Siblev,
12.13, ' 17 13

Total, 96 97

November 8th to December 8th.

Branch: Bear Grove, 3.35: Cedar Rapids,
4.05; Des Moines, Pilgrim Ch., 1, Ply-
mouth Ch., 9.90; Eldon, 5: Emmetts-
burg, 1; Grand View, 3.75; Grinnell,
27.35; Harlan, 3.40; Humboldt, 1.50 ; Le
Mais. 2.75; Manson, 1; Mondamin, 5.50;
Moorland, 1.25; Old Man's Creek, 10.15;
Ottumwa, Second Ch., 5, 85 95

C. E. : Dubuque, Immanuel Ch., 18.20;

Grinnell, 2; Manchester, 1; Nevinville,

1; Ottumwa, First Ch., 2.45; Postville,
10, 34 65

Juvenile: Cedar Rapids, Willing Work-
ers, 80 cts ;

Grinnell, Busy Bees, W. Br.,

8.25; Peterson, 10, 19 05

Junior C. E.: Postville, 5 00
Sunday Schools: Des Moines, Pilgrim

Ch., 2; Grinnell, 7.58: Mason City, 5, 14 58
Thank Offerings: Masonville, 75 cts.;

Waterloo, 16.85, 17 60
For Miss Anna B. Jones' traveling ex-
penses in Iowa.—Eldora, 2; Marshall-
town, 80 cts.; Rockford, 2.50; Webster
City, 7.31, 12 61

Total, 18y 44
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KANSAS.

October 17th to November 7th.

Branch.—Mrs. T. S. Mason, of Topeka,
Treas. Burlington, 2.35; Carson, 6;
Olathe, 12.70; Topeka, First Ch., 2, 23 05

C. E.: Great Bend, 82

Junior: Fairview, 5; Arkansas City, 3;
Smith Centre, 3, 11 00

Total,

November 7th to December 8th.

Branch.—Douglass, 2.75; Emporia, 10;
Garnett, Th. Off., 3; Uaylord, 2.45; To-
peka, First Ch., 1 ; Western Park, 5,

C. E. : Wakarusa Valley,
Junior: Osawatomie,

Less expenses,

Total,

34 87

24 20
1 00
1 50

26 70
1 00

25 70

MICHIGAN.

Branch.—Mrs. Robert Campbell, of Ann
Arbor, Treas. Alba, 3; Almont, 10;
Allegan, 1.75; Ada, Friends, 5; Clinton,
19; Columbus, 5.40; Calumet, 35; Grand
Rapids, Second Ch., 1.50; Greenville,
5.20; Hudson, 5; Kalkaska, Aid Soc., 1

;

Laingsburg, 7.51 ;
Muskegon, 35; Port-

land, 1.55; Reed City, 11.82; Ransom, 8;
Romeo, 2.40; Red Jacket, 78.23; St.

John's, 17.25; South Haven, 25; Sagi-
naw, E. S., 25.02; St.Clair,30; Somerset,
1; Tipton, 10; Vermontville, 20.97;
Wheatland, 8.35; Webster, 3.40; Wyan-
dotte, 20; Michigan, The Lord's Funds,
125, 522 35

For the Debt: M. A., 1; Cheboygan,
from a Friend, a gold dollar, wh. was a
wedding gift, 1.25,

Junior: Detroit, Woodward Ave. Ch.,
44.06; Traverse City, Bridge Builders,
59.50,

C. E. : Alpena, 7.10; Bradley, 50 cts.
;
Flint,

3.33; Gaylord, 3; Lansing, 18; Manistee,
2.50; Ovid, 5; St. Clair, 10; Vermont-
ville, 2.75; Ypsilanti, 20,

Juvenile: Traverse City, Light Bearers,
Junior C. E.: Covert, 1 ; Flint, 3.20,

Sunday Schools: Detroit, First Ch.,
Intermediate Dept., 10; Greenville, 12;
Traverse City, Miss Oviatt's Class, 6.30;
Webster, birthday boxes, 67 cts.,

Thank Offerings: Allegan, 1 ; Covert,
8.15; Chelsea, 5; Dowa<riac, 14; Eaton
Rapids, 10; Romeo, 24.73; Somerset,
18.50; Wheatland, 6,

2 25

103 56

72 18

2 50
4 20

28 97

Total,

87 38

823 39
MINNESOTA.

Branch.—Mrs. J. F. Jackson, 139 East
University Ave., St. Paul, Treas.
Anoka. 2; Dexter, 82 cts.; Duluth, Pil-
grim Ch., 42.02; Excelsior, 8; Faribault,
2.25; Grand Meadow, 75 cts. ; Luverne,
Friend, 5; Lyle, 1.50; Minneapolis, Park
Ave. Ch., 21.80, Plymouth Ch., Friend,
Birthday Offering, 50, Aux., 2, Vine Ch.,
3.60; Northfield, 27.15; St. Paul, Bethany
Ch., 3.35, Park Ch., Mrs. W. S. Alex-
ander, 40, Aux., 2.50; Sauk Centre, 2;
Stewartville, 3; Wadena, 3.75, 221 49

C. E.: Anoka, 75 cts.; Burtrum, 2; Clear-
water, 15.96; Minneapolis, Robbinsdale
Ch., 2.73; Winona, First Ch., 100, 121 44

Juvenile: Graceville, 1 00
Junior C. E. : Minneapolis, Vine Ch., 2 75
Thank Offerings : Hamilton, C. E., 1.50

;

Hutchinson. Aux., 10; Lake City, Aux.,
27.01; Rochester, Aux., 60.85; Waseca,
Aux., 6.25, 105 61

Special: St. Paul, Park Ch., F. C. G.
Club, for pupil Girls' Boarding School,
Marsovan, Turkey, care Miss Gage, 10 00

Less expenses,

Total,

MISSOURI.

Branch.—Mrs. C. M. Adams, 4427 Morgan
St., St. Louis, Treas. Carthage, 22.02;
Hannibal, 1.85; Kansas City, First Ch.,
10; Lamar, 8.45; Noble, 10 cts.

;
Spring-

field, Central Ch., 7.45, First Ch., 3.77;
St. Lonis, First Ch., 18.12, Pilgrim Ch.,
25.90, Compton Hill Ch.. 13.50, Plymouth
Ch., 12.65, Central Ch., 2, Memorial Ch.,
10, Immannel Ch., 1.50,

Junior: St. Louis, First Ch.,
C. E.: Amity, 10; Joplin, 1.62; St. Louis,
Pilgrim Ch., 25, Immanuel Ch., 1, Re-
deemer Ch., 5,

Thank Offerings : Springfield, First Ch.,
60 cts. ; St. Louis, Plymouth Ch., 7,

462 29
37 58

424 71

137 31
13 50

Total,

NORTH DAKOTA.

Branch.—Mrs. C. H. Phillips, of James-
tpwn, Treas. Cummings,

C. E.: Amenia, 5; Wahpeton, 11.62,

Total,

7 60

201 03

9 00
16 62

25 62

October 8th to November 8th.

Branch.—Mrs. Geo. H. Ely, of Elyria,
Treas. Claridon, 11; Lyme, 6.50; Mari-
etta, M. B. D., 1.50; Pittsfield, 5; Tall-
madge, 2; Toledo, First Ch., 110; Cere-
do, W. Va., 3, 139 00

Junior: Cleveland, Euclid Ave. Ch., 12;
Marysville, 5; Lyme, 20, 37 00

C. E.: Burton, 2; Cleveland, Hough Ave.
Ch., 3.33; Columbus, Plymouth Ch., 10;
Jefferson, 4.70, 20 03

Sunday School: Oberlin, First Ch., 11 71

Juvenile: M. B., Ceredo, W. Va., 1.30;

Th. Offs., Charlestown, Ready Workers,
1 ; Painesville, Enterprise Circle, 4, 6 30

Junior C. E. : Cleveland, Euclid Ave. Ch.,
4; Columbus, Plymouth Ch., 10; Paines-
ville, 5, 19 00

Thank Offerings: Akron, West Hill
Ch., 8; Lyme, 1.75; Steuben, 10; Wau-
seon, 7.85, 27 60

Collection: Twenty-third Annual Meet-
ing Ohio Branch at Elyria, 14 28

Less expenses,

Total,

274 92
50 40

224 52
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Corrections: In December Life and
Light, Cleveland, Plymouth Ch., should
be 30.57; Geneva, 32/20; Newark, 11.61;
Richfield, 20; Columbus. Eastwood Ch.,
Aux., 5, was omitted. Totals correct.

November 8th to December 8th.

Branch: Bristolville, 11; Cincinnati, Co-
lumbia Ch., 15; Cleveland, Hough Ave.,
7.50; Columbus, Eastwood Ch., 5; Con-
neaut, 17.50; Elviia, 20.91; -Mansfield,
First Ch., 10; Toledo, W ashington St.

Ch., 8; Wellington, 5.69, 100 60

C. E. : Lindenville, 5; Norwalk, 2.50; W.
Andover, 5, 12 50

Juvenile: Elyria, Jun. Boys' Club, 3 26
Junior C. E. :"Cleveland, Trinity Ch., 5 00

Less expenses,

Total,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN.

Branch.—Mrs. Ceo. B. Packard, 25 Lin-
coln Ave., Denver, Treas. Longmont, 10 00

Junior: Pueblo, 10 00
Sunday School: Longmont, 5 00
C. E.: Boulder, 2.50; Colorado Springs,
Second Ch., 2.50; Fruita, Florence
Nightingale Soc, 2; Highland Lake,
2.51, 9 51

Total, 34 51

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Branch.—Mrs. W. R. Kingsbury, of Sioux
Falls, Treas. Deadwood, 5.50 ; De Smet,
5; Faulkton, Ladies' Aid Soc, 5, Ft.
Pierre Ch., 2; Pierre, 15, South Shore
Ch., 2.25, Waubay Ch., 2; Webster, A
Friend, 1, 37 75

Juvenile: Oahe, Little Light Bearers, 2 00
C. E. : Faulkton, 4 00
Thank Offering : Wakonda, 3 00

Total, 46 75

WISCONSIN.

Branch.—Mrs. R. Coburn,of Whitewater,
Treas. Ashland, 25; Heloit, First Ch.,
17.50; Delevan,9; Hartland, 4.10; Lake
Geneva, 30; Milwaukee, Grand Ave.
Ch., 30, Mrs. Lydia Williams, of the
Protestant Home for the aged, 1;
Roberts, Mrs. H. E.Osgood, 2; Waupun,
50, 168 60

C. E.: Elkhorn, 7.50; Genesee, 5; Hart-
land, 3.75; Norrie, 2.20; New Richmond,
7.60; Rosendale, 9 24 ;

Waupun, 5, 40 29
Junior C. E. : Milwaukee, Grand Ave.

Ch., J. C. E. and M. B., 10, Lake Ge-
neva, 5, 15 CO

Juvenile: Two Rivers, for boy in Japan,
15; Stoughton, Miss Lydia Hand, to
const. L. M. Miss Winifred Bird Hand,
25, 40 00

Y. L. : Brandon, 9 75
Sunday School: Norrie, 37

Less expenses,

Total,

274 01

15 48

258 53

Union.—Mrs. H. G. Smith, of Rock
Springs, Treas.

C. E. : Sheridan, 2 00

Total, 2 00

CALIFORNIA.

Pasadena.—Mrs. Walter Brown, 5 00

Total, 5 00

CHINA.

Kalgan.—Mrs. Isabella Williams, sale of
embroidery, 5 00

Total, 5 00

GEORGIA.

Atlanta.—Miss L. M. Lawson, 6, Central
Cong'l Ch., 20, 26 00

Total, 26 00

IDAHO.

Boise.—Aux., 4.77; Mt. Home, Aux., 7.50, 12 27

Total, 12 27

MICRONESIA.

Kusaie.— Miss Alice Little, const. L. M.
Ruth Garland, 25 00

Total, 25 00

NEW YORK.

New York.—Mrs. Clarence W. Bowen,
const. L. M. her daughter, Roxanna
Wentworth Bowen, 25 00

Total, 25 00

MISCELLANEOUS.

Sale of leaflets, 43.44; boxes, 8.88; en-
velopes, 4.55; waste paper, 1.48; cards,
1.50; books, 45 cts. ; sale at Des Moines
of articles donated, 8; money advanced
for special expenses, returned, 194.88, 263 18

Receipts from Oct. 21 to Dec. 10, 1896, $3,937 73

ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND.

Illinois.—Caledonia, 65 cts., Jun. C. E., 50

cts.; Chicago, Mrs. Follett, 2.50; Gridley,

6.80; Springfield, First Ch., C. E., 5, 15 45

Idaho.— Boise, First Ch., C. E., 5 00

Iowa.—Grinnell, for Mrs. Coffing, 25; Old
Man's Creek, 8.57, 33 57

Kansas.—Manhattan, Mrs. R. M. Tunnell, 4 00

Minnesota.—Excelsior, 7 00

O/iio.-Elvria, Fortnightly Club, 25 00

South Dakota.—Erwin, 5; Columbia, Mrs.
C. M. Cony, 2, 7 00

Total, Oct. 21 to Dec. 10, 1896, $97 02

MliS. ALFRED B. WlLLCOX,
Ass't Treas.
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