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UNWORKED FIELDS.

BY MRS. H. P. BEACH.

PART I.

The convention of Student Volunteers at Cleveland, in February, has

brought the watchword of that remarkable Student Movement, "The evan-

gelization of the world in this generation," more prominently before the

public than ever before. Older eyes have caught, too, a vision from the

mountain tops of faith of a world evangelized. Older heads have taken in a

conception new and strange to them, and almost overmastering. Perhaps

this is not a "fantastic" motto. Perhaps there is something more than

youthful fervor and enthusiasm in the inspiring, ringing words. Has the

Church ever honestly faced the question whether such a thing could be, if its

members trusted, and prayed, and worked steadfastly for that end?

One of the first points to be considered, if we sat down with God to work
out that problem, would be, " What lands are there still to be possessed?"

whether we are ready yet or not to look at these unworked fields from this

serious standpoint. Shall we take a brief glance at them ?

This review leaves out of account the many populous districts in countries

like China, India, and much of Africa, where no missionary's voice has yet

been heard, but within whose borders missionary work has been prosecuted.

The unentered fields fall into three groups, the missionary being excluded,

first, because of the hostility of natives to foreigners
;
second, because of the

hostility of a ruling Christian power ; and third, because of the unwilling-

ness of the Church of God to enter in.

In the first group are Tibet, Turkestan, Chinese, or better, Eastern Tur-

kestan, Afghanistan, Beloochistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Arabia, and Abyssinia
;

in the second, Annam, Cambodia, Cochin China, Tonquin, the Philippine

Islands, and Siberia ; and in the third, Western Brazil, and, until very

Litely, several other republics of South America—the " neglected continent"

—Mongolia, the Sahara, and the Soudan.

In the first group, where native aversion to foreigners forms the barricade,

the first five countries, Tibet, Turkestan, Eastern Turkestan, Afghanistan,

and Beloochistan, have many points in common. They are mountainous,

either surrounded by mountain ranges or broken by them, and consist largely

of elevated tablelands seamed here and there with fertile valleys. All possess

the climate and geographical characteristics peculiar to such altitudes, ex-
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tremes of heat and cold, scanty rainfall, few rivers, and stretches of barren

desert swept by sand storms in summer and cold, piercing winds in winter,

and all are thinly populated.

Of these countries, Tibet, the loftiest region of such extent on the globe,

being eight times the size of Great Britain, undoubtedly attracts the most in-

terest. Its tablelands are from ten thousand to seventeen thousand feet in

height. Although in the latitude of Delhi and Naples, its altitude is such

that it has an arctic winter. Agriculture and gardening are difficult arts, but

the necessity for irrigation and terrace cultivation seem to have sharpened

the ingenuity of its inhabitants. Its rich store of mineral is but little mined.

Once there was a busy trade with India, but now the mountain passes are

completely closed.

In social life polyandry is prevalent as well as polygamy. Women are

the drudges, doing heavy work of all kinds, but at the same time have a

curious ascendency over the men difficult to explain. A man's sufficient ex-

cuse for not transacting a piece of business is that his wife just then is away
from home.

Everybody prays in Tibet, such prayer as it is, consisting of endless repe-

titions of mystic sentences counted on a rosary, or of whirling prayer wheels.

These last are inscribed with a magic formula and are turned by hand, by

wind, or by water ; but a careless turning in the wrong direction would tm-

pray the prayer, to the disaster of the worshiper.

More than anything else Tibet is a priest-ridden land. For every family

there is at least one lama and some say three. These men are gathered in

numerous lamasaries in brotherhoods of from one hundred to four thousand.

They are lazy, immoral, avaricious, and very wealthy, and are also the

virtual rulers. It is their influence which holds this country barricaded

against the outside world, " closed equally in the face of the merchant and

the missionary, the geologist and the sportsman."

Eyes of missionary longing have for many years been turned on Tibet.

For more than three decades the Moravians have been at the western border,

living in the clouds in the midst of the mountains, meeting, among others,

Tibetan traders, and preparing a dictionary and grammar in that language

and a translation of the New Testament. On the south, at Almora, the Lon-

don Missionary Society has a station, and in Sikkim two American societies

are at work. On the east the China Inland Mission occupy one or two

towns on the Chinese frontier, and last, but not least, the Tibetan Pioneer

Mission in England, owing its formation to the intrepid journeyings and

heroic faith and energy of Miss Annie R. Taylor, is ready to go forward as

«God leads the way.
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The other four countries are Mohammedan in religion. Extreme fanati-

cism of the peculiar form of Islamism, and ferocity of temper keep the mis-

sionary out. Turkestan and Eastern Turkestan possess a variety of races, many
of whom lead a nomadic life, though there are some large villages and towns.

Conditions of life are somewhat easier in Afghanistan and Beloochistan,

and in the former, fruits of the temperate zones are raised in abundance. As
a people, the Afghans are exceedingly fierce, and are described as being

" most consummately deceitful and ferociously barbarous, revengeful, and

rapacious." In Beloochistan are two distinct races, the leading one, the

dwellers in towns and cultivators of the soil, said to be hospitable and

generous. The other race is a nomadic, restless, brave, but cruel people.

Both have great powers of endurance and possess considerable energy.

Nepal and Bhutan, a small independent kingdom and state in the heart of

the Himalayas, are also mountainous and elevated, but possess a milder and

less trying climate and romantic scenery. Nepal is much the larger of the

two, and has a population of nearly five million. At present there is an

English resident with a small escort of Indian sepoys at the capital, to in-

sure the keeping of treaty pledges ; but he carefully refrains from interfering

with the management of internal affairs. The prevailing religion is Bud-

dhism, which is being overlaid with Hinduism.

Arabia belongs to both the first and third groups, as the backwardness of

the church in sending missionaries there has been as great a hindrance to its

evangelization as Mohammedan bigotry. It is not strictly an unoccupied

field, for the southern and northern fringes contain the beginnings of small

missions. As the birthplace of Islam, and the land of its sacred capital, it is

not strange that the inhabitants should be intensely loyal to their faith, still

obstacles to missionary work are not insuperable. The climate is hot and

unhealthy in the low, coast regions, but in higher districts the air is cool

and pure. Physically and morally the Arabs are said to compare favorably

with other races, while mentally they are superior.

Abyssinia, the ancient missionary field of the old Coptic church, has for

many centuries resented and resisted the coming of later teachers, whether

Catholic or Protestant. But in the last few years, since it has come practi-

cally under the Italian protectorate, it is again open to missionary enterprises.

The " Switzerland of Africa," its high plateaus, towering mountain peaks,

and deep valleys with their almost tropical vegetation, make it a healthful

and delightful region, while its fertile soil and great mineral wealth fit it for

a high degree of civilization.

The Abyssinian church is a curious relic. The priests are the only edu-

cated class, and they do not understand the meaning of the phrases used in
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worship. An ark, considered a holy thing, is found in every church edifice,

while the one hundred and ninety-two fast days in the year do not seem to

effect much in restraining vice and crime.

( To be Continued.)

CHINA.

" OMITTED."
BY MISS MARY S. MORRILL.

It was Communion Sunday in our little church at Pao-ting-fu. The table,

with its reminders of our Lord's dying love and his command on that last

sad night, had been prepared. The preacher's earnest sermon from the

text, " Behold I stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice,

and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with

me," was ended, and the non-participants were passing out. A woman
plucked at my sleeve, " let me stay and see them eat the holy meal, teacher.

I want to know what it means." I consented, and we sat down in the rear

of the chapel together. She listened quietly, reverently, as the service went

on, watching with eager, wide-open eves the, to her, strange scene. The
elements had been passed, and the pastor suddenly broke the silence, " If

any have been omitted in the distribution of the bread and the passing of the

cup, let them stand." Thereat up rose my friend ; had she not been omitted?

I drew her back into the seat, whispering, " After the service is over you shall

come to my room and I will explain it to you." She had been with us only

two months at that time, but she went away with a new thought and hope.

She had not been omitted in the atonement, and she must make ready to

keep the command, " Do ye this in remembrance of Me." The months went

by, and one beautiful autumn morning, when we gathered again for that

helpful, uplifting service, Mrs. Lin was no longer "omitted." But what

about the countless numbers to whom this sacrament and all that it embodies

for us is forbidden. They can only receive the cup from your hands or mine,

dear sisters, and because we are busy here and there we are slow in passing

it on.

As returning from the inspiration and blessing of the Student Volun-

teer Convention in Cleveland, and seated in the comfortable Pullman car, I

recall the pleasant home, whose kind hospitality I enjoyed, the delights of

Christian fellowship, and draw out my pen to make a plea for my Chinese

sisters, a panorama of omitted things unfolds itself before my eyes. True, I

might look upon the brighter picture of women receiving, but I dare not thus
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set aside my message from those who, like the Grecian widows of old, are

neglected in the daily ministrations. The very fact that I can write

these words, the helpful book I have just laid aside, suggest some of

the omitted tilings. Very often the outside women coming to call on

OMITTED."

me look about my study, and seeing the books, exclaim, "She reads

all those books, she can write letters to her friends, and gets letters

from them, and she isn't married because she doesn't want to be." You
will see that last phrase means very much to a Chinese girl, when you

recollect that her betrothal is the last matter upon which she is consulted,.
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and it is, in fact, often made for her while she is still in the cradle. Later in

life when the inevitable bridal chair comes for her, what does she find at the

end of her ride? A cheerless, comfortless home, from your point of view,

and very little suggestive of her new position. The gay decorations and feast

are no delight to her as she sits all day in the place assigned on the k'ang to

her. Custom for that day decrees that she shall not eat, and also allows

her husband's men friends to come and go, making such insulting comments

upon her appearance as shall please them. The next day brings an acquain-

tance with the mother-in-law, who, remembering her own youthful experi-

ences, visits upon her new daughter the same treatment that she underwent

from her mother-in-law. And the husband,—perhaps he is an opium smoker

or a gambler
;
perhaps a cruel and thoroughly vile man. Do you wonder

that she endures as long as she can, probably without the aid of human
sympathy, and certainly not having the solace of Divine, then seeks the only

deliverance she knows? Perhaps in the dark evening a splash is heard in

the nearest well, a low cry, and all is over. I have heard the bustle and

commotion sure to follow that act ; and an inquiry next day elicited the fact

that the young wife, goaded to desperation, had ended all. " They dragged

the well fcr her," said my voluble informant, "and her husband was awfully

mad because it made the water turbid."

Last winter the indignation of our Christians was thoroughly aroused by

an incident in an official's family. The mandarin had come to Pao-ting-fu

from the south and was waiting for an appointment. In his household was

a female slave who, being abused and homesick, tried to hang herself. The
old woman who had charge of her, entering before life was extinct, cut her

down, and she with the official's son, in their desire to avenge themselves and

keep her from telling tales, pulled out the poor girl's tongue. The head of

the household, at this juncture, sent for a cheap coffin, put the girl in it, and,

calling tvvo coolies from the street, ordered them to carry the coffin to some

quiet place outside the city and leave it. Suddenly they became aware that

something was wrong. The girl by inarticulate sounds, or by throwing her-

self against the sides of the coffin, drew the exclamation from the bearers,

* 4 that they had been paid to carry a dead person, not a live one."

The coffin was set down and an investigation followed which drew a large

crowd. Some person pityingly gave her a dose of opium to alleviate her

suffering, and soon all was over. Do you say that it is too dreadful to write

about? Yes, but there must have been darker scenes in that young girl's

life before came the closing ones just described. And you know the only

thing that can securely protect and uplift women is the gospel of the p*eat

Teacher, not the moral excerpts of Confucius. Was nothing done about it?
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IMAGES IN A TEMPLE IN PEKING WORSHIPED BY THE "OMITTED."

[ The smaller images were brought by anxious mothers with sick children, hoping the angry gods

will be satisfied with them and not take away their children.
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you ask. Justice moves slowly for women in China, and in this instance

money and influence clogged its wheels.

Now look for a moment upon these two Chinese mothers and see another

phase of things " omitted." I had been away from the station for a month's

touring in the southeastern part of our field ; on returning home I began my
usual round of visits in the neighborhood and near villages. Coming to a

home one day, I first heard the mother-in-law's lesson. When her daughter

sat down beside me, I noticed the absence of the little one whom they tried

to teach to say good-by to me a few weeks before. "Where is baby?"

I asked, remembering how the little one used to hold out its hands to me to

be taken. 44 Thrown away, probably," answered its mother, in what was

meant to be an indifferent tone, though her voice choked a little. "When
did he die?" I asked gravely. 44 Only last week," and then with tears in her

eyes she told me that he had convulsions, and she did not know what to do

for him.

Do you care more for your baby than she for hers, just because you hap-

pened to. have the warm room, the remedies, and the knowledge that brought

your own darling through a similar attack? Do you say she could not have

cared much or she would not have thrown it away ? In her ignorance of

the blessed Saviour who said, 44 Let the little ones come unto me," she thought

that an evil spirit had snatched away her little one, and if she showed how
much she loved and missed it, he would but trouble her the more. The
little ones are so often 44 thrown away" after death that the mothers allude

to their loss in this seemingly heartless phrase. Perhaps a hole is just dug

in the ground, and the baby thrown into it ; sometimes in my journeys, out-

side of a city or village, I have seen a wolfish-looking dog worrying some-

thing, and then turned away my face that I might not see the dismember-

ment of the neglected little body.

Four years ago our helper Meng's home was gladdened by a little one.

The father reading the portion for the day in 44 The Daily Light on the

Daily Path," saw the text, 44 Thou shalt be called Israel," and said, 44 The
Lord has named our boy." Little Israel gladdened their home for two sum-

mers, and was the wonder and admiration of all the Chinese, because he was
being brought up 44 just like a foreign baby." But the Lord wanted the

little child he had named, and before the close of the third summer he took

him. Care and skill had tried various remedies, but to no purpose. The
father and mother, though crushed by their loss, bore it beautifully, for they

were not without hope. Many told me wonderingly of the little coffin, how
it was covered with vines and flowers, and about the service 44 all for a baby."

I had been away that summer, but one afternoon the mother sat beside me
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in prayer meeting, and she took a pressed rose from her Testament and laid

it into mine, whispering, " It was on little Israel's casket, and you loved

him." Since my return to America she has written me, " Israel has a little

brother." What was it that made this mother feel and not be ashamed to<

show her emotion ?

One afternoon I was out making calls in my south suburb parish, and in

one court found a neighbor of the woman whose lesson I had come to hear,

seated on a rush cushion before her door, rubbing the ears of wheat that she

had gleaned that morning. I sat down beside her as she drew forward

another cushion, and began rubbing with her while we talked. She told

me how far she had walked through some already harvested fields picking

the stray ears. Of course I told her of the Giver of the harvest, and of the

Bread of Life. She was interested, and asked some intelligent questions. At
last she said, with a little sigh :

14 We women are dull and slow to understand.

And we are so busy caring for the body that we forget to care for the soul,

—by and by it goes away and leaves the body. And there is no help for it

then." I saw the woman only a few times after that, then she moved away
and I lost sight of her. It takes long, patient, and prayerful effort sometimes

to bring these women to the place where they recognize and practice the

fact that " the life is more than the meat."

Do you know any here in Christian America who are so busy here and

there that they, too, find their portion only in this life? Then you will not

be surprised, when those who have long generations of Christian training

and influence behind them, and yet find it difficult to take a live interest in

their Chinese sisters, that a woman in a brief talk was not ready to embrace

the truth. We do not ask you to aid them in attaining the higher culture.

We only want more workers, that we may embrace neglected opportunities
;

more schools to establish a trained native agency. We want to see more

new women in Christ Jesus.

TURKEY.
" SPEAK UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL THAT THEY

GO FORWARD."
BY REV. L. S. CRAWFORD, OF TREBIZOXD.

" There remaineth yet much land to be possessed."

One of the saddest things in life is to see people sit down contented when-

only a fraction of life's blessings have been obtained.

To those to whom it has been given to see something of the real changes-

which are to be wrought in Turkey, who have caught glimpses of the better
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things which are to come to Turks, to Greeks, to Armenians, and all these

as a result, and an outgrowth, and development of the work inaugurated by

humble and devout men and women who have been living Christlike lives

in Turkey for some sixty or seventy years ; to all who are still praying, and

laboring, and believing in the coming of this brighter day, the question

comes with a peculiar shock when some are asking, "Is it not time to close

up our work in Turkey ?
"

The Christian world may well rejoice at what has been accomplished.

The Bible has been translated into the modern languages of the Christian,

peoples, and given for the first time to the non-Christian people in their own
tongues. That which was a sealed book to many, and an unknown book to

more, has come to make its influence felt in changed hearts, in elevated

characters, in purified homes, and sanctified communities. We may well

thank God, and not sit down content, but " thank God and take courage to

go forward."

It was considered a wonderful result of forty-three years' labor (1S20-

1863) when our missionaries felt that they might retire and leave the further

evangelization of the Sandwich Islands to the native converts. Our mis-

sionaries began to work in Greece, and Smyrna, and along the Syrian coast

in 1818, but about 1830 may be regarded as the beginning of work for the

Armenians, and the real establishment of missions in Turkey.

Hawaii is only 200 square miles larger than the island of Cyprus, but

Cyprus has nearly three times as many inhabitants as are found in the whole

cluster of the Sandwich Islands. Cyprus and Mitylene, and the very great

number of smaller ones in Turkish waters, swarming with bright, keen,

modern Greeks are among the very much land which remaineth to be

possessed. Almost nothing has been done as yet, and these " isles wait

for His law."

At the present time we find a most systematic laying out of the

whole land. In the four Turkish missions (European, Western, Eastern,

and Central) are found 19 stations and 312 out-stations, 164 missionaries

(52 male, 112 female), 886 native laborers, 136 churches, with 12,698

communicants (570 of whom were added during the last year). There

are 343 preaching places, with average congregations of 34,000 ; there

are 433 schools of all grades (of which 5 are colleges, 26 high schools for

boys, and 18 high schools for girls), providing a thorough mental and

Christian training for 23,017 pupils. The cost of these four missions for

1896 was $216,756, of which sum $63,136 was paid by the natives. In 1850

there were 38 missionaries, 25 helpers, 7 churches, 237 members, and 7
schools with 112 pupils. That is, while the missionaries have increased a
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little over four-fold, the native laborers have increased more than 31 -fold.

There are 19 times as many churches, 62 times as many schools, 54 times as

many church members, and 205 times as many young people under a healthy,

Christian training as were reported in 1850. We give these figures to

encourage those who have been giving and praying faithfully and lovingly

all these years. We give them for those to study and to meditate upon who
think that there are no results from mission efforts, who have, perhaps,

grown a bit " weary in well-doing," and have forgotten the special message

which a missionary in Turkey left for them a little over eighteen hundred

years ago.

We are asked, Can not the native converts carry on the wrork alone and

complete the work of evangelization? Let us compare Harpoot field with

our Massachusetts, Sivas with Rhode Island, Nicomedia with New Jersev,

Smyrna with the State of New York. They are just about equal to each

other in extent of* territory. Cesarea field is not quite as large as the State

of Illinois, but is larger than England. It would take three states of

Massachusetts, or one Greece, or one Bulgaria to equal in territory either

the Brousa or the Marsovan stations.

Is it time for the A. M. A. to withdraw its aid and support from the

schools and churches in the South? Shall we now say that our city mission

chapels in America must from henceforth become self-supporting? Turkey is

two thirds the size of the United States, and her more than forty million

must not be left alone. We should have written thus three years ago. We
could have well pleaded then for a round dozen, at least, of the Student

Volunteers. We could have pleaded, and we did plead, for larger grants for

church extension and school improvements.

We have been very much interested in visiting some of the social settle-

ments in Boston and Chicago. Boston has nine social settlements, aside from

the varied and manifold other mission and philanthropic centers (and they

are every one of them needed), but Constantinople has twice as many people

as Boston. Gedik Pasha, and Hasskeuv, and Miss Zimmer's work in Scu-

tari, and the work of our Scotch friends among the Jews, and our Quaker
friends in old Stamboul may be called the social settlements of Constantinople.

We economical missionaries (although we should like to see such settle-

ments in other quarters of Constantinople and in ever so many other cities

of the East) have trembled while asking merely the necessary amounts to

keep up these institutions ; but when we see so much done for the poor of

America, it does seem as if we ought to be more bold in asking and in

showing to thoughtful givers and to ready workers what large opportunities

there are in this line of effort.
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The picture* accompanying this article has never appeared in a missionary

magazine before. It is the monastery of St. George away up in the moun-

tains, twenty miles back from Trebizond and the Black Sea. Let it silentlv

preach a little sermon to you. Let it tell you that it is only one of thousands

of such holy places, which hold a mighty sway over the superstitions and

feelings of the Greeks. In olden times the wealthy Greek built monasteries,

—

he was then superstitious, but in his way religious,—now he builds schools;

his education makes him less superstitious but more atheistic. And to our

Missionary Board is given the opportunity of so guiding the awakening

Greeks that they may see that the highest education is compatible with the

simplest faith. There are many open doors among the Greeks to-day. Three

years ago we asked for larger appropriations that we might better prosecute

the work among the modern Greeks. They who have tasted of the joys and

peace of regenerated hearts are beseeching us to help them to carry this good

news to others ; wdiile the multitude, who have not yet learned of the indwell-

ing of the living Lord, silently in their sad faces plead to us for the true light

and life.

We must remember, too, that when Armenians and Greeks have become

thoroughly evangelized, there will remain millions of others in Turkey to

whom the real charter of Christ has not yet been revealed. Who, though

they now look with profound reverence upon the historical Christ, as they

have been taught regarding him, have never yet seen the fruits of a living,

practical, working Christianity, and have never had any inducement to ac-

cept him as their Saviour. The Master said, " Occupy till I come." Does

not that mean that we are to remain in Turkey until there is at least enough

of the leaven of Christianity to counteract all other leavens now at work?

Until Christ shall be recognized in his true character and in the land of his

earthly pilgrimage can Christian principle become the guiding motive of

the people ?

But if we three years ago could plead for enlargement rather than retrench-

ment, how much more eloquently may the since depleted ranks of our native

preachers, the grief and poverty-stricken congregations plead that they be not

deserted in their day of distress?

To such an extent had the principle of self-support been inculcated that

the native Christians were giving far more in proportion to their ability than

Christian people in America. But with their properties, large or small,

swept away from them, and in the awful depression of business, and the in-

ability of thousands of naturally thrifty people to find work, those who have

remained are utterly unable to support their schools and their preachers as

* See illustration on first page.
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heretofore. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have passed through the hands

of the missionaries, sent by philanthropic people of Europe and America;

but these sums were sent to save the thousands from starvation. And not

one cent of any such sums have been, or could be, expended for evangelistic,

or educational, or other denominational or sectarian work. For all church

and school work our missionaries must rely on sums sent through our Board

for the regular mission work. Extra grants have ofttimes been Godsends to

us and to the people, but they should be extra and above, and not drawn away
from the offerings for the regular and established work.

Time to withdraw from Turkey! God forbid the thought. If there was
one reason for remaining and enlarging three years ago, there are a thousand

reasons now. A large number of the men and women who had been raised

up, educated, and equipped in our schools, and who would naturally be the

workers to-day in their own districts and the messengers to the regions be-

yond, are now taken away from us and there must once more be a beginning

from the very foundation. There is weeping to-day for those who are gone,

but we can hardly hear it, because of that more bitter wail of the fifty thou-

sand orphans who are pleading for support. What will become of the

larger number of this great body, God only knows ; but God's stewards have

made it possible for three thousand of these " little ones" to be taken into

our previously established mission schools, or into other specially prepared

homes, where they are not only being fed and clothed, but taught the usual

branches and useful trades.

There are those who are making special appeals for these orphans, that

they may be kept on in these homes until able to care for themselves. We
make an appeal to the Congregational churches that you will look to it that

your missionaries are supplied with sufficient funds to remain themselves,

and to keep their schools in operation so that there may be homes and guard-

ians for these orphans. And so the practical question before the Congrega-

tional churches of America is not Will you go forward? but that more pathetic

cry, 44 Will you strengthen the things that remain? " Will you permit estab-

lished work to go down? Will you lose the ground which has been won by

years of toil and painful effort? We would that your faith and courage

might rise to such a degree that we might enter all the open doors. But you

will give more largely, you will pray more earnestly, that your representa-

tives in Turkey may continue on, and so hold open the doors for your larger

faith to enter in in due time.
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CHINA.

SOME GIRLS IN KALGAN SCHOOL.
BY MRS. W. B. SPRAGUE.

May I introduce to the younger readers of Life and Light some of*

their Chinese friends in the Kalgan school, through this photograph?

The faces are all very interesting to me, as I know the girls. Seven of them
come to me daily for help in learning the Chinese characters. I would like

very much to point out each one to you, tell you her name and a little of her

history.

The one at the right, in the rear, by the window blind, we call Eliza.

She was betrothed into an opium-smoking family. As is the custom here

when the future mother-in-law needs help, she was sent for, and went to

live in the family before her marriage. They treated her cruelly, making

her work hard during the day and keeping her up late at night to wait on

the opium smokers. She was allowed to go home to visit her family.

While there she besought them to break the engagement, but they were

unable to do so. She came into our school for a few days at that time, and

I well remember her sad face when she left us. Both her father and the man
whom she was to marry came for her. She said to Miss Williams, " I will

behave so badly that they won't want me 99
; and so she did. They treated

her very badly, meantime, and she finally ran away. The two families

(207)
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lived in villages separated by a river. She crossed the river on the ice

when it was breaking up in the spring and was in a most dangerous condition.

This gave her the name after the character in "Uncle Tom's Cabin," who
accomplished the same feat. She did not dare go to her home, as they would

seek her there first, and a friendly family concealed her for several days.

Finally the family of her betrothed said, " If she is going to cause us so much

trouble as this we do not want her." They took back the betrothal money

and gave up their claim to her. She is now, perhaps, the happiest of our

schoolgirls.

The middle girl in the front row is one in whom I am specially interested.

She is from Yuchow City, some five days' journey from Kalgan. Mr.

Sprague and I were there on a tour a year ago last autumn, and brought her

back with us. One evening on the way, as we were walking back and forth

in the little court of the place where we were stopping for the night,

admiring the beautiful moon and stars, I asked her who made them. We
were greatly shocked as she looked up confidingly into our faces and said.

" Lei mu-skih beio tai tai"—" Pastor Sprague and Mrs. Sprague." Then

and there we had an opportunity to teach her about the one true God. After

she came with us away from her home the report became current that we
had bought her for quite a large amount of money, and our native helper had

applications from quite a number of families who wished to sell their

daughters to the foreigners. Since coming into the school she has

unbound her feet. It is very hard for Chinese girls to do this. She

said, one day, to a Chinese friend, " People will not know whether I

am a man or a woman." Men and women dress very much alike in

China. Here at the North the prejudice against unbound feet is very

strong indeed. In general, among the Chinese, only beggars and bad

women have natural feet. It is a cross we foreigners little appreciate,

which these girls must bear all their lives in unbinding their feet.

Next to Eliza, in front of the door, stands Huan Huan, the daughter of one

of our helpers. Her mother, after she was married, had courage to unbind

her own feet ; she is the only one of our Christian women who has done so.

The two daughters of our Bible woman in Yuchow stand in the back row.

Mali (Mary) in front of the window blind, and her sister next but one to her.

Hsi Hsi, the one between them, is the affianced of our most promising theo-

logical student, now in Tung-cho. She is an orphan. Her father, our good

Christian gate keeper, died a few months ago. He consented to have her

feet unbound, but, much to our surprise, she was very much opposed to it

herself. Miss Williams had hard work to persuade her to have it done.

The two little ones in the second row are two dear little girls. Li Yeh at
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the left is the favored one of the school. She has more and better clothes

than the others, being supported by a lady in America. The other one is

quite as interesting, is a bashful, timid, little thing, and has a funny way of

casting her eye up at me as she sits by my side in Sunday school learning the

Golden Text. She was too small to come alone, and her older sister, the

third one to the left, came with her.

I will not take time to tell about all of them. Twelve out of the sev-

enteen have unbound feet,—a fact that we are very proud of. When Miss

Williams took the stand that she would take into the school no more new
girls with bound feet we feared it might break up the school, but the

Lord blessed the movement, and although quite a number of the old schol-

ars fell out for other reasons, there were soon as many more with unbound

feet in their places. She furnishes shoes for the large-footed girls, and

this is quite an inducement, as shoes are a somewhat large item in the ex-

penses of a poor family.

Although woman's place in China is so inferior, yet they have their in-

fluence, and do much toward making the nation what it is. Will you not

pray for the Girls' Boarding School in China, that its influence may be

widely felt for good?

HELPS FOR LEADERS OF CHILDREN'S SOCIETIES.

1. How many of the ways of raising money mentioned below have you

tried in your Children's Society ?

2. How did you like them ?

3. Which of these methods have you found to be best?

4. Have you tried any variation or improvement of anyone of these plans?

5. Have you devised any newer and better plans?

Please send postal-card answers to as many of these questions as possible

at your earliest convenience. Address Miss Alice M. Buswell, 1 Congre-

gational House, Boston.

1. Investment Plan—Giving the children a certain sum to invest in any

way they choose.

2. Mite boxes and collecting cards.

3. Collections at meetings.

4. Membership fees and fines.

5. Birthday and thank offerings.

6. Pledge cards.

7. Fairs and entertainments.

8. Earning money.
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Leather Work The suggestion as to 44 Practical Work for Boys," given

for Boys. in our March number, has excited so much interest Miss

Muir finds it impossible to give full details to the many who have written to

ask for them. She has promised, however, to give as full a statement as she

can as to methods of procedure in our June number. We hope our friends

will have the kindness to wait for that issue for the information they so much
desire. It is delightful to know of the eagerness for practical work among
mission-circle leaders, and we trust plans for introducing it may be made
during the summer months.

Srraps txam out W&oxh gasket.

Contributions for It is with pain that we are obliged to report a falling

the Month. off of $957-97 in contributions for the month ending

March i8th, as compared with the same month last year. This wipes out

the gains of the last two months, and brings the decrease up to $3,780.54.

As the suggested topic for auxiliary meetings in May is 44 Missionary Treas-

uries," we trust that the condition of the treasury may be carefully con-

sidered in every auxiliary. 44 Where there's a will there's a way" is a wise

saying, and if our constituency as a whole—not only a few devoted ones

here and there—really desire it, this deficiency can be changed to the

increase so necessary to the work. Although treasury reports may at times

look dark, let us never lose sight of the aim set before us,—a ten per cent

increase in the contributions of 1896. Let us never say that it cannot be

done. If it is not done, will it not be because we fail to wait upon God as

we should for power and guidance, or to walk in the path he indicates,

because we imagine there are lions in the way ? May the month of May be

a month of special work and prayer for our treasuries.

A Promising Movement According to the Chicago Record, three young
in Shanghai. Chinese ladies, educated at the University of

Michigan, have initiated an important movement among their country-

women in Shanghai. Importing an American idea, they persuaded ten

Chinese ladies of high rank, wives of mandarins, to invite fifty foreign

ladies (including missionaries), living in Shanghai, to lunch. At the close

of the lunch one of the mandarins gave a short address,—said to be the first

public speech ever made by a lady of rank in China. We cannot help

wondering if she remained true to the imperturbability of her countrymen,
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or whether she experienced a tremor familiar to some of us in this country.

In this speech she asked for the co-operation of the ladies in the foreign

colony in the establishment of a school in the native section of Shanghai,

similar to the school for peeresses established at Tokyo by the Empress of

Japan. Because of ignorance and inexperience their plans were not

formed ; but they were anxious that their daughters should have advantages

that had been withheld from them, and begged the foreign ladies who had

knowledge of such things to aid them.

A Zulu A Zulu woman's hut is her castle, and she will shut the

Woman's Power, door even on her husband. Miss Colenso says: " I have

heard an angry woman say. to her spouse, 4 Not a scrap of food shall you eat

to-day,' and he sneaks away meekly."

The Missionary Society Years ago we. often mentioned our woman's
in Tung-cho, China. missionary society in Tung-cho as a model for

those in this country, because every woman in the church was a member
of the society, and every member attended the meetings. A recent letter

from Miss Andrews describes a good example as to finances. She says :
" I

should have sent our annual contribution earlier, but some of the members
were behind with their pledges, so that the full amount for the support of

our Bible woman in Ceylon had not been raised. I am most anxious to

have our people have a sense of responsibility in the matter. I want them

to feel that what they have promised to give belongs to the Lord, so that

there can be no question about giving it, unless, indeed, something unfore-

seen makes it impossible. So I gave them a little talk about the impossi-

bility for the Woman's Board to carry on its great work unless the societies

contributing were faithful in fulfilling their promises, and then told them

I would wait a little for the full amount to be made up before sending. A
good many of the missing contributions came in almost at once, and, although

some are still lacking, the deficiency is more than made up, and I enclose

the draft for the money. I think our people give liberally, according to

their means, and willingly, but they need little reminders sometimes."

Evils Made Illegal In these days, when so much is said of English in-

in India. fluence in China, let us be careful to remember what

she has done for India. Dr. Murray Mitchell gives the following list of evils

which the English government has made illegal : Infanticide ; suttee
;
Thuggu

Meriah sacrifices
;
hook-swinging

;
piercing the thigh with a sword

;
taking

evidence by torture ; barbarous modes of executing criminals
;
slavery ;

for-

feiture of property on conversion ; indecent exhibitions at festivals
;
unjust
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treatment of lower castes (partially remedied)
;
prohibition of widow mar-

riage
;

early marriages (discouraged); government administration of the

revenues of heathen temples
;

firing salutes in honor of heathen temples.

" In nearly every case— it may be safe to say in every case— the protest

against these evils has come at first through missionaries."

Our Missionaries Late letters from our missionaries in San Sebastian

in Spain. speak of a great deal of petty persecution led by an

•organization of Roman Catholic women. They have excited prejudice

against them in various ways—first against the Christian Endeavor paper, so

that no printer in San Sebastian would undertake to print it, and it had to be

issued from Madrid. Next, a music teacher, who has taught in the school

seven or eight years, resigned for no apparent cause. Then the cook left,

not because she was dissatisfied, but because her family could not bear to

have her live with Protestants. Miss Barbour, under date of March 27th,

'writes :
" Our friends wonder why we do not write more about the prospect of

war, but we have thought very little about it till within a few days. I think

there has been more excitement in the American than in the Spanish papers,

although, of course, there is a great deal said on the subject. The attitude

of the Spanish press is much more dignified than formerly, and there is less

bravado. They are as intensely patriotic as ever, and they have a very false

idea of the resources of the United States compared with their own, but

they see, at last, that a country without a large standing army can make
preparations for war. It seems impossible to decide what we should do in

case war should be declared until we see how affairs move—whether it would

be best to send the girls home or to take them across the frontier. We are

so near the frontier the question is much less serious than it would otherwise

be. It is wonderful that we have suffered no annoyance whatever because

of our nationality. We go about as usual, and even the street boys and

girls, who are so ready to call out ' Protestants,' never allude to our being

Americans. We combine in ourselves two very objectionable features, but

the hatred for Protestants seems to swallow up every other consideration."

An Eye A letter from Miss Ada Haven, from Peking, dated February
Opener. 19th, says : "There is an old lady in China who is to have an eye

opener to-day. The Empress Dowager has had a car made specially for

her, and to-day is to take her first ride in the cars. It will practically be

her first glimpse of the world as well." Who knows what this glimpse of

the world may mean for China? The Empress Dowager has great power
in the empire. Let us pray that her eyes may be opened to the religion as

well as the inventions of Christian nations.
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EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.
FROM MISS MONTGOMERY, BEIRUT, SYRIA.

Miss Mary Montgomery writes of her mother's death : " The end

came very suddenly and unexpectedly. Only the week before she had been

out in the garden and had been out to drive once with Dr. Graham. Even so

late as a week ago Thursday afternoon she walked, with my help, of course,

into her sitting room, and let me partly dress her. Friday afternoon the

doctor carried her in, and that night she seemed so much better that we went

to bed a little before twelve, leaving her with the nurse. At about five the

nurse called me to help in giving her some milk and brandy to drink, but

she didn't seem to be able to swallow, and asked to lie down. That was the

last thing she said. She stopped breathing at about half past six, without, I

think, having noticed any one since the night before. Up to the very last

she didn't seem to be very much worse than she had been. I think she did

not suffer very much continuously, though at times she had very sharp pains,

and she often had to struggle for breath. She looked so peaceful and happy

when it was over, and more comfortable than she has for a long time. It

seemed very selfish to feel sad when she was so happy, when she could hear

again and rest. There was a very pretty service in the church, some of the

older missionaries, Dr. Eddy, Dr. Jessup, Dr. Bliss, and Dr. Post taking

part in it. The American burying ground here is such a beautiful place, so

peaceful and sheltered.

" Every one here has been so kind. Dr. Graham couldn't have done

more for his own mother, and we have so much to be thankful for that her

last year was in such a beautiful place, surrounded with every care, and that

the end came here instead of somewhere in Egypt. Mother told Dr. Graham
when she first came that God had prepared ' such a nice little nest ' for her

to be sick in. He says that when she came last spring he hardly hoped to

be able to keep her more than a few months."

FROM MISS E. D. MARDEN, CONSTANTINOPLE.

It is only within a day or two that I have heard of the home going of Mrs.

Montgomery, dear Mrs. Montgomery ! my missionary mother, my precious,

loved, valued friend ! I can see her now as she came across the lawn and

into the room to welcome me, in the first hour of my sojourn amid my mis-

sionary surroundings. The sweet light in her beautiful eyes a shining wel-

come ; the warm, earnest pressure of her delicate hand ; the loving, welcom-

ing vibrations of her voice
;
my blessed, faithful friend. And all the years

that intervene between then and now she has been ever the same, ever help-

ful, ever loving, ever strong.
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She had many rare qualities, a perfect transparency and sincerity of spirit,

giving of her best and expecting the best in return. Frank and absolutely

fearless, because of her high regard for others, born of her high estimate of

them, searching for the best, she made her way past all the shoals and drifts, and

penetrated to the very center where she found what she knew was lying there.

Her body was most delicate and frail, but it held a spirit resolute, brave,

and indomitable, never flinching, never shirking, courageous, and strong.

At a certain time during the recent years, when there was hourly expecta-

tion of serious trouble, she was advised by many friends, including officials,

to leave the city ; with a voice full of surprise she said, 44 Why, I could never

think of doing such a thing," and she stayed on, a bulwark of strength and

comfort. 44 I count it the crown of my life," she said later, 44 to be here now
and share all with these dear ones."

As a conversationalist she was truly charming. She had read much and

thought more, and drew shrewd estimates. Earnest, fervent, always rever-

ent, witty, she charmed all who listened. Said one, 44 I knew her only a

week, but I was enchanted with her ; I could scarcely tear myself away from

her." Because of her inability to engage in general conversation, she de-

voted herself to the one with whom she was engaged, and so completely

did she enter into the personality of that one, all else was forgotten through

absorption of her.

She was, also, ever ready with her pen. Who does not recall her last

article in the Life and Light, 44 God's Commands the Basis of the Mission-

ary Structure"? She had been asked to write on the 44 Promises," but she

felt that promises did not reach the matter, so she gave her swan's song in

testimony of the guiding principle of her life.

Hers was ever a spirit of prayer ; and her worshipful, reverent attitude to

her 44 adorable Saviour" was the keynote of her life. He was more to her

than all else in life, and his love and approval were her crown and blessing.

It is with reverent joy that I picture her with outstretched hands crossing

the holy fields to meet Him, the glad light in her eye brightened to shining

holiness as she beholds the fullness of her desires. We may leave her there

with the throng of worshipers ; the family ties though broken on earth united

again there, joining with her glad exultant voice in the heavenly harmonies

of the new song. Heaven is richer for her presence, and we rejoice ! Yes,

though with tear-blinded eyes, and aching hearts, we rejoice.

FROM MRS. E. S. HUME, BOMBAY.

You will be grieved to know that the plague has been terrible again this

year. Last week our mortality rose as high as 348 in one day ; 202 of these
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deaths being of this dreadful pestilence. This week there seems to be a

little lessening, for which we are most grateful. But on all sides of us,—in

every street and lane,—are the dead. Ambulances conveying the sick and

dying to the temporary hospitals you must pass if you go outside your gates.

Biers with dead bodies exposed, or the Mohammedan frames enclosing their

dead, are very often passing our gates. Sometimes unclaimed bodies are

found in the morning or at night on the streets, and these are carted away
like dead animals to the burning. A lady who lives near the place told

Miss Millard that at that one burning ground alone 192 corpses of high-caste

Hindus were burned in one day last week. And the disease seems to be

more than ever virulent. Inoculation only acts as prevention for a short

time, and in some cases, where the blood proves to be in a bad condition or

the heart is weak, it kills, so that no one seems yet to understand or to cope

with the disease. Ahmednagar and Sholapur are almost deserted, and a sad

time the dear missionaries there have had, especially Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Fairbank. And with it all we have all (including Miss Abbott and her

famine widows, and all our 167 boarders in Bowker Hall, and here of 139

boys) been spared all these months without one single case thus far.

Such marvelous protection and loving kindness on the part of our heavenly

Father calls for truest thanksgiving from you, dear friends, as well as from

us all. It makes me think of our Rob's exclamation last year, " Why,
mamma, it is a real passover !

" Pray for us earnestly, dear friends, and

thank God that " it has not come nigh us." Were one case to appear, we
should all be segregated in bamboo sheds, sick or well ; and the plague

committee would order beds, boxes, clothing, bedding, etc., ad libitum, to-

be burned. Then the flames of sulphuric acid would be shut into the rooms,

when walls and woodwork, and everything would be ruined.

FROM THE REPORT OF AHMEDNAGAR GIRLS' SCHOOL.

The close of the year finds us with twenty-nine pupils, living in a tent put

up in Dr. Hume's compound, a short distance from the city. For the dreaded

plague in its rounds is now visiting Ahmednagar, and forbids our calling

together our pupils in any considerable numbers. The tent is a precaution-

ary measure, it being held by those most experienced in preventive measures

that open air life discourages the advance of the disease. The one large

tent serves as dormitory; a hut of bamboo matting near by is kitchen, and

also sleeping room for the two matrons in charge thereof : and a third tent,

occupied by the efficient assistant matron, serves as study room for the

seventeen students now in the three highest classes. We had intended to

conduct only these three classes, but twelve other pupils could not well be
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provided for elsewhere, and we are keeping them occupied as well as we
can with the teachers left us.

The year began with famine; but our numbers swelled in proportion to

the scarcity, until the dormitories contained 135 boarders, and the day

scholars numbered 106 ; total in September, 249, the largest number ever

enrolled in this school. During the past six months not only not a dozen of

the boarders have paid any fees, but we have had to aid a large proportion

of the day scholars also. Twenty-eight of these were fed daily, thirty-four

received aid in their own homes, and a few others were helped occasionally

with grain. We acknowledge all the gifts received from friends at home

—

gifts of money, grain, and clothing. No words could tell adequately the

comfort and relief they have afforded many of His " little ones." And now
that so many are prevented from returning to school, these same gifts have

made it possible to send help to such as would otherwise be suffering from

insufficient food and clothing in their own poor, poor homes.

The school being so large, three meetings were held weekly to enable me
to reach all. The pupils were divided into three groups; those above thir-

teen formed one group, those from ten to thirteen the second, and all below

ten the third. I have found it much easier to adapt my talks to these groups

severally, and have enjoyed the meetings exceedingly, more especially the

middle group. The subject for this group was always the Sabbath school

lesson, an occasional Friday being given to a description of mission work in

some other heathen land. I feel rewarded tenfold for all the pains taken

to " make it seem real " when I recall the seventy-five bright faces looking

up at me so interested in whatever I talked about.

The Sunday work in the dormitories for the little ones has continued, and

a healthy desire is evinced for more books. Twenty girls were received into

the church during the year
;
they seemed unusually mature in their

inner life. The sight of those girls, all in white, declaring themselves " on

the Lord's side," heartened one for months to come. The Lord grant them,

and all in our school, abundant riches of grace during these months of

enforced idleness at home—months which will be a severer test of the

earnestness of those vows than any yet applied.

THE TOTAL ECLIPSE AS SEEN AT JEUR.

[Miss Anstice Abbott in the Mission Paper, Dnya7iodaya.\

Leaving all scientific instruments and arrangements out of consideration,

it was interesting to see the amateur preparations for viewing the eclipse.

Many people went on to the two or three hillocks near the station in

order to get a broad view of the dark shadow as it should sweep over the
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horizon. On one of these a large telescope was mounted ; some had pro-

vided themselves with thermometers, to gauge the fall of the mercury,

others with small telescopes. Two table cloths were spread out near us for

the clearer viewing of the shadow-bands ; a pail of water for the reflection

of the eclipse ; a camera set at fifty degrees
;
prepared glasses tied on opera

glasses ; and smoked glasses without number. Three gentlemen had an in-

strument for measuring the electricity of the atmosphere. We marveled at

the patient persistency with which a rod was held up to carry the small

instrument as high as possible,—but arm-ache is nothing, when considered

in the light of science. At eleven degrees forty-six minutes the contact be-

came visible, and from that time the interest deepened; at every second

some one's neck was strained and some one risked the glare of the sun.

Some took the recommended horizontal position, considering the pillow an

essential instrument for observation. The crescent, the half, the gibbous

shadow crept slowly and steadily on, remorselessly blotting out the help-

less monarch of the sky. And now every preparation being made, the

next step was to resolve in one's mind what to choose among the various

phenomena about to be presented.

The light grew less and less ; the birds became restless ; the few about us

called to their mates to come home to the nest ; a group of buffaloes were

being goaded into stillness by a small boy, and when the totality was over, it

was noticed that all but two of them were lying down, peacefully chewing

the cud. The air was perceptibly cooler, the thermometer registered

nearly seven degrees of fall. The light became opalescent, then yellower,

then blue, a steel blue. A tremor was seen on the white cloth spread out

before us, which soon resolved itself into the expected bands. These ap-

peared of a delicate shade, a little over two inches wide, about four or five

inches apart, and they chased each other at the rate of about ten in a second,

amateurically measured. The lines were exactly parallel, extending from

northeast to southwest. These were most interesting to watch, but the

heavens again claimed our attention. All held their breaths for the awful

cloud of shadow from the west—there was a yellow and brownish mottled

appearance in the west but that was all, and the darkness fell instantly.

When lo and behold, there was a glorious appearance in the sky, a wonder

passing description ! For a second it was something entirely unthought of

before. By no means was it the long-looked-for eclipse of the sun by the

moon, but some surpassing gem from heaven's thesaurus. For one minute

and fifty-eight seconds the aigrette blazed in the heavens—a densely black

center, with a rim of brilliant yellow light, and then four cone-like

streams of pearly silver shooting out irregularly into the northeast, another
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curved beam of silvery light shot out toward the west, still another and a

longer one, longer than the moon's diameter, streamed down toward the

southwest, each single ray of these palpitating with ineffable light. Just at

the last moment a mass of deep rose, translucent light seemed to roll out

underneath the southwest limb of the moon, having one or two distinct

flames, and from the southeast of the shadow there lapped out a tiny red

tongue, curling itself upward. The bursting out of a glowing star, and
*' Lo, it was light !

" The totality was over ! Venus had hastened out to

show her charms in such a rare and desired opportunity, but failing to prove

a rival, she vanished into the ethereal sky, and with her went two other

planets who had dared the unwonted time.

There was a burst of rapturous exclamation when the sun again resumed

his sway, which was followed by a moment of deep disappointment that

the event of a lifetime had so soon passed away. In a moment we were

called to see the curious phenomena of the shadow of the trees on the

dusty roadside. Each interstice among the leaves seemed to have become

a lens to a camera, and every leaf took the form of the inverted crescent of

the sun then visible. The effect was very beautiful, resembling the ripples

on the seashore.

All observers were busy comparing notes of the wonders, and the moon-

queen, who had so riveted our attention in her conquering advance, stole

neglected away. Did she have any jealous pangs to find that her appear-

ance had only added a new glory to the king whom she meant to have

rivalled? This was but the fancy of the moment, for " the heavens declare

the glory of God ; and the firmament shewreth his handy work." " O give

thanks unto the Lord ; call upon his name : make known his deeds among
the people . . . talk ye of all his wondrous works!" " O Lord, how
manifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made them all."

<iur ffitork at ^amt.

THE VALUE OF THE COMBINATION PRINCIPLE IN
MISSIONARY SERVICE.

BY MRS. C. H. DANIELS.

Having occasion not long since to look up the subject of trusts in com-

mercial life, I became conscious that the principle of combination there

involved was like an old acquaintance accidentally overtaken. And yet it
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was certain my pursuits had never led me into commercial life beyond the

"trading "of ribbons and pocketbooks with a girlhood friend in the long

ago. Upon reflection, this principle came out into the light as my old friend

in Christian service figuring in the more worldly circles of modern business

life. It is not necessary to discuss here whether this cosmopolitan personage

began existence in Vanity Fair or in the Palace Beautiful, where Patience,

Faith, and Charity now combine for more efficient service. Called into

being by circumstances and conditions, the combination principle has

developed naturally, and to-day is a powerful element in social, commercial,

and religious life. If we were to go back to its beginning commercially, we-

might give some such sketch of its development as this :

—

Once a shoemaker depended for trade upon his townsmen. The inhabit-

ants of every village raised most of their own food. The cities bought their

supplies from men who were farmers and butchers in one, sowing the grain

and killing the cattle the people ate. Priscillas everywhere spun and wove
for their own households. Simplicity pervaded the economic world. Trade

was local and individual even up to the year 1830. The coming of the

locomotive wrought undreamed-of changes. Railroads began to bind our

states together, and steamboats the continents. The great machine era

began in this country about i860. Immense manufacturing plants, with

improved automatic machinery, division of labor, swift, efficient ways of

handling products—elevators, chutes, side-tracks, electric roads—can now
undersell the smaller operator at his own shop, because freight rates are low r

transportation is speedy, and the whole world may become their market.

In America growth has been so rapid and demand so colossal that indi-

vidual capital has been unable to cope with them. So, naturally enough,,

the combination of capital came about, by means of which scattered monies

have been put together and utilized to make possible the great railroads and

other undertakings of our country, which, we must say in passing, have no

equals in the world.

If we were to go back to the beginnings of organized missionary enter-

prise among women, we might give some such sketch of its development as.

this :—
Once a woman, moved with compassion for her sisters in pagan lands,,

longed, and prayed, and gave her mite alone. In this, that, and the other

church individual women, often isolated, often unconscious of any other

sympathetic women near them, spun and wove the missionary spirit into the

life of their own households, but lacked facilities for extending their Christ-

like influence widely. Doubtless, more hearts than could be told came to

yearn over crushed and degraded womanhood before such longings rose to
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the surface in some one woman's heart and overflowed in organization.

The growth of the missionary spirit became so strong, the demands of

perishing souls so colossal, that individual capital of love, and prayers, and

tears could not cope with them. So, naturally enough, the combination of

capital came about, by means of which scattered love and prayers, as well

as monies, have been put together and utilized to make possible the mission-

ary undertakings of modern Christian women. One date is familiar,—

a

pioneer date, back in the beginnings,— 1S6S, the year when an overflow from

a few full hearts put the combination principle to work among Congrega-

tional women, and called it the Woman's Board of Foreign Missions.

" Let us organize for action," has come to be a modern conclusion.

What have been some of the distinct advantages of this particular organiza-

tion? In fancy I can seem to hear hosts of women join in, at least, four

testimonies :

—

I. INCREASE OF MISSIONARY KNOWLEDGE.

Immediately upon the combination of women into auxiliaries, programmes

for meetings became necessary. Subjects had to be studied, letters from

missionaries were in demand, papers had to be prepared, presented, and

discussed. The methods of securing and handling knowledge have been

improving with the years. It is now marshalled in our meetings with more

skill and attractiveness than ever before. Much of this result is directly due

to the Woman's Board, which has stood back of the auxiliaries with its

classified facts, its suggestions, its facilities for supplying demand. Societies

of women in alliance with, and dependent upon, the Board have thus reaped

immense advantage over those societies independent rather than auxiliary.

The direct and indirect results from the oft-repeated meetings of auxil-

iaries, Branches, and Board as to the increase of general missionary intelli-

gence among our churches—who can measure their extent? We hear how
the Symphony Concerts, given so many years in Boston, began with a

meager attendance, because the public appreciation of such music was low.

Public sentiment has been gradually educated through the years by these

repeated concerts, until nowadays Music Hall is thronged with apprecia-

tive listeners. So the public missionary gatherings, constantly in progress

throughout the network of Branches, have been a powerful educating

influence.

II. ENLARGEMENT OF LOVE AND SYMPATHY.

These two heart forces are the spring of missionary effort. It was these

Christly impulses surging in hearts which broke forth into organization at

the first. As these are generated in other hearts, in such proportion does

the kingdom come in all the world.
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When separate loves and sympathies began to combine and express them-

selves, feebly at first with timid lips, so the springs filled. So one could go

to her private devotions and pray in new fervor for the Lord to send laborers

and to save the perishing. Do you and I ever come away from a missionary

meeting, though we have been to hundreds and they are no new experience,

without a sense of our heart cups filling up?

It is unspeakable gain that we thus " flow together," not simply as local

societies but as allied powers, auxiliary to the one common Board. A stream

of loving and compassionate forces seems ever flowing round and round

among these allies, and when the tide rises in one place, another feels it.

The increase of knowledge, of which we have been speaking, constantly

feeds these essential heart powers. So I become debtor to you on account

of some facts you have given in my hearing or some sweet thoughts ex-

pressed ; and so we are all debtors one to another—most of all debtors to the

Holy Spirit who graciously comes to move through our souls, when in

united prayer we call upon him and look up for his guidance.

III. INSPIRATION TO MORE AND BETTER GIVING.

The above reflections cannot be true and this fact fail to follow. It is a

truism that as we know and love, so shall we sacrifice. The Woman's
Board has been a schoolmistress to many of us, to teach us how miserly we
have been toward the Master's cause, how fitful also and unsystematic in

our method.

If the Board has gained financially in its twenty-nine years of effort ; if the

American Board is now able to lay upon its helpful companion $100,000

worth of woman's work,—our gratitude is enhanced when we also reflect

upon our personal " refluent inspiration." Have we learned to help the

" least of these," more generously, more systematically, by our talks and

prayers together, by the appeals and methods sent among us by our ever-

watchful Board ? We have also learned a deeper meaning in the old words,

"It is more blessed to give than to receive."

IV. A WISER USE OF MONEY.

It is impossible to conceive of sending money to missionaries, schools, and

Bible women without some organ of transmission. If we all sent our small

sums independently ; if we gave, as moved upon, to every person who ap-

pealed, the result would be somewhat like a crazy quilt, no system, no art,

and, I should like to say, except for the feelings of those who love to sew

the pieces together, no harmony to make beauty.
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The Woman's Board is in close touch and harmony with the American

Board, from whose officers it receives each new year the quota of work

agreed upon as desirable for the women to undertake.

Estimates are made by the missionaries with the greatest care
;
appropria-

tions are made by the Boards to meet these estimates as nearly as possible,

after sober consideration, with prayer. Societies allied to the Board may
be sure that the " regular work" is the important work ; that in responding

faithfully to the call for its support they are sending gifts in directions judged

to be wisest by a large force of missionaries and officers who are in the posi-

tion to see needs clearly. As the trust can take individual contributions

and make of them one broad stream far more beneficent in its influences

than many rills, so can individual gifts flow through the auxiliary treasuries

and into the Board reservoir, there to be distributed according to concentrated

wisdom. Every good principle put into action receives abuses. The prin-

ciple is not therefore proven evil. But people need to look out for dangers.

The trust in commercial life becomes a present evil and a menace to the

future when trustees are animated by self-interest, and ride rough-shod over

helpless laborers and a powerless public. They should fix their eyes upon

demand, and seek to supply that in the most efficient, the most satisfactory,

the cheapest way, mindful always of justice to the laborers.

We cannot press a parallelism between commercial and missionary service

too far. Yet there is a similar danger in our missionary combination. The
leaders of Branches and auxiliaries may err in failing to plan work for indi-

viduals. The man, be he ever so humble, must be considered in any correct

solution of commercial troubles. The woman must be considered in organ-

ized missionary effort. And this leads to another danger in organization

—

the loss of personal effort, as, somehow, the feeling gets uppermost that the

society is going to do all the work, and I, personally, need only make my
usual offering, and attend meetings when convenient. We can sit down and

reason that the society is composed of individuals and that when they fail to

carry out its central idea the society collapses. It is another thing to rise up

and say, with firm resolve, " I will put life into this organization ; its leaf

shall not wither because of me ; there is one woman I may win ; I can deny

myself further ; I have great lessons still to learn about prayer." It is

another thing,—but it is not one out of many equally important things ; it is the

all-important attainment for which the Woman's Board strives and yearns.

We invite every company of women in our churches, combining for

foreign missionary effort, to ally themselves as auxiliaries to the Board that

they may strengthen the whole enterprise and receive enlargement them-

selves.
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OUR BOOK TABLE.

Korea and H'er Neighbors. By Isabella Bird Bishop, F.R.G.S.
Published by Fleming H. Revell Co. Pp. 479. Price, $2.00.

This enterprising publishing house, which has just closed its twenty-fifth

year of effort, once more makes the Christian world its debtor by issuing, in

a most attractive form, this valuable record of research by Mrs. Bishop.
The unique cover decoration in yellow is a reproduction of one of the war

flags which the mountaineers of Korea carried from their homes during the

campaign of 1871, and which was then captured by the American forces.

The book is enriched with thirty 'illustrations from photographs by the

author, two colored maps, appendices and index.

Sir Walter C. Hillier, late British Consul-General for Korea, in his prefa-

tory note, testifies to the u closeness of Mrs. Bishop's observation, the accu-

racy of her facts, and the correctness of her inferences." He further states

that " she has been honored by the confidence and friendship of the king
and the late queen, in a degree that has never before been accorded to any
foreign traveler, and has had access to valuable sources of information placed
at her disposal by the foreign community of Seoul, official, missionary, and
mercantile.

In reading this book one does not question Mrs. Bishop's right to be a

member of the Royal Geographical Society of Great Britain ; and when one
remembers that this intrepid traveler is in her sixties, and embarrassed by
chronic heart trouble, one is lost in amazement and admiration at the way
she conquers apparently insuperable obstacles. This book deals largely with
" unbeaten tracks," as well as her earlier work on Japan.
When I met Miss Bird in Edinburgh in 1881, the winter of her marriage

to Dr. Bishop who died some three years later, I asked her if through physi-

cal weariness and satiety she did not sometimes lose the receptivity and
responsiveness which are essential to the enthusiastic observer, and she re-

plied that her experiences were usually so unique that she forgot physical

discomforts.

Nevertheless it is surprising to most of us women, who are conscious of

the limitations of the flesh, when we read of Mrs. Bishop's exploits and re-

member that she is unaccompanied by one of her own sex, either as friend

or maid.
It was my privilege to meet Mrs. Bishop for a few moments the day I ar-

rived in Yokohama the last of September, 1895. She was to sail that after-

noon on her second visit to Korea. Neither in appearance nor in the tones

of her voice would one suspect the high heroism which animates her spirit.

She spoke despondently of her health, but brightened when I told her of the

constant service she was rendering the cause of missions by her widely cir-

culated leaflet, " Heathen Claims and Christian Duty."
Mrs. Bishop's interest in Protestant Missions of all denominations is

noticeable throughout the book. She was often entertained in missionary
homes. One of the striking contrasts in the book tells of her approach to

Mukden, where the Scotch United Presbyterian missionaries have been
established twenty-five years, and are on friendly terms with mandarins and
high officials, as well as with the common people. A picture is given of
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the passenger cart in which Mrs. Bishop had to perform the last three miles

of her journey to Mukden. Mrs. Bishop says, 44 this cart is only rendered

tolerable by having its back, sides, and bottom padded with mattresses, and I

was destitute of everything. Nothing can exaggerate the horrors of an
unameliorated Chinese cart on an infamous road. After going down into

ruts two feet deep, and over hillocks and big, gnarled roots of trees, through
•quagmires and banked ditches, the final horror was through a quagmire, out

of which we were dragged by seven mules, I bruised, breathless, and in

great pain, and up a bank where the cart turned over, pulled the mules over
with it, and rolled down a slight declivity, I found myself in the roof with

the cameras on the top of me, and my right arm twisted under me, a Chinese
crowd curious to see the 4 foreign devil,' a vague impress of disaster in my
somewhat dazed brain, and Wong (the servant) raging at large ! Then
followed a shady compound, ablaze with flowers, sweet, homelike rooms in

a metamorphosed Chinese house, and a time of kind and skilled nursing by
Mrs. 'Ross (the wife of the senior missionary of the Scotch United Presbyte-

rian Church) , and of dreamy restfulness, in which the horrors of the hold of the
* pea-boat,' and of the dark and wind-driven flood, only served to empha-
size the comfort and propitiousness of my surroundings." As Paris is

France so, in one sense, Seoul is Korea. We are therefore indebted to Mrs.
Bishop for summing up in one of her closing chapters the condition of things

in 44 Seoul in 1897." She discusses the political situation, and says, 44 Korea
is incapable of standing alone, and unless so difficult a matter as a joint pro-

tectorate could be arranged, she must be under the tutelage of either Japan
•or Russia."

It is needless to say that Mrs. Bishop has lost none of the peculiar charm
of her literary style. She describes with such definiteness that one can easily

make a mental picture of her surroundings, and she has the rare gift of

revealing enough of her personality to make the experience real and vivid,

and yet, never obtruding herself unnecessarily. It is a cheering fact that in

1897 the influence of Christianity in Korea was much stronger than in 1895,
and the prospects of its spread much more encouraging. g. h. c.

SIDE LIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

Review of Reviews, April, discusses, in its 44 Progress of the World,"
matters bearing upon relations of the United States, Spain, and Cuba, in a

full, clear manner. We cannot forget in these days that Spain is mission-
ary ground, and that we thus have an added reason to be intelligent con-
cerning Spanish movements.

LittelVs Living Age, April, 44 The Future of Manchuria," by F. E.
Younghusband.

Cosmopolitan, April, 44 With the Japanese Court at New Year's" (Illus-

trated), by Florence B. Hayes; 44 The Great Drainage Canal of Mexico,"
by Blanche Gray Hunt; 44 Man-Hunting in India," by Charles Johnston.

Forum, April, 44 England and France in West Africa," by Thos. Gibson
Bowles, M.P. ;

44 The Political Situation in Europe and the East," by
Major-Gen. Nelson A. Miles, Com. U. S. Army. m. l. d.
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TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.
May.—Missionary Treasuries. See Life and Light for April.

June.—Land Yet to be Possessed. September.—East Central Africa.

July.—Young People's Work. October.—West Central Africa.

August.—The Island World. November.—Thank-offering Meetings-

LAND YET TO BE POSSESSED.
TOPIC FOR JUNE.

This topic will require more study than most of those suggested in our
magazine, but will be none the less interesting on that account. We think

care should be exercised not to attempt too much lest the time be filled with
statistical papers. We suggest two different programmes :—

1. " Unworked Fields," see Mrs. Beach's article, page 194, concluded in

June number. (1) A very brief statement of statistics. See ''Population,

and Religions of the World," and u Facts and Figures," in Missionary
Review for January, 1S94. (2) Conditions in Thibet. See Missionary
Review for June, 1894, " Pioneering in Thibet," by Miss Annie R. Tay-
lor, and "Among the Thibetans," by Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop. (3) The
Soudan. Missionary Review, August, 1894. Also volumes on Africa in

Stanford's Geographical Compendium Series, last edition, Vol. I., chapters.

5 and 6 ; Vol. II., chapter 1, and " Geography of Africa," by E. Harwood,
chapter 7. (4) Mohammedans. Hints for Study and books recommended
in Missionary Review, October, 1897. "Mohammedanism in Persia,"

Missionary Review, June and July, 1897.
2. Fields where large mission work is done: (1) India. See Student

Volunteer, January, 1897. (
2 ) China. Outlook, Missionary Review, Janu-

ary, 1895. Some of the obstacles to missionaries are given in The Fort-

nightly for 1897. (3) Turkey. Missionary Review, January, 1895, anc*

January, 1898.

Missionary Review, obtained from 30 Lafayette Place, New York City

(price, 25 cents). The Student Volunteer, 283 Fourth Avenue, New York.
The " Encyclopaedia of Missions," which should be in all town libraries,

contains information on all the points mentioned.

The semiannual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions will be held

in Union Church, Worcester, Mass., on Thursday, May 26th. Morning
session at ten ; afternoon session at two. All ladies interested are cordially

invited to be present.

The fifteenth annual meeting of the International Missionary Union will

be held at Clifton Springs, N. Y., June 8-14, 1898. All foreign mission-

aries, whether retired or in active service, are eligible to membership, and

entitled to free entertainment. All other persons wishing to attend can

secure board at the Sanitarium, or in the village, at low rates. For further

information address Mrs. C. C. Thayer, Clifton Springs, N. Y.
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WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receiptsfrom February 18, 1898, to March 18, 1898.

Miss Sarah Louise Day, Treasurer.

MAINE.

Upper Gloucester, A Friend, 40
Maine Branch.—Mrs. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Auburn, High St. Ch., Aux.,35;
Bangor, First Cong. Ch., Prim. Dept.,
8.25, Hammond St. Ch., 1, Central Ch.,
Miss Kirkpatrick's S. S. Class, 4.25;
Cumberland Centre, Aux., 13: Gorham,
Aux., 45; Machias, C. E. S., 22, King's
Daughters, 20 ; No. Berwick, Mrs. Ellen
F, Hobbs (const, herself a L. M.), 25;
Portland, Seamen's Bethel, Ocean Peb-
bles, 9.80, Aux. (of wh. 50 to const. L. M's
Mrs. Benjamin F. McKusic, Miss Clara
Louise Martin), 58, Second Parish Ch.,
Y. L. Aid (of wh. 25 to const. L. M. Mrs.
C. O. Files), 35, State St. Ch., Aux.,
31.25, Williston Ch., Aux. (const. L. M.
Mrs. Sarah E. Irish), 25, Covenant
Daughters, 54.34; Rockland, Aux., 40;
Scarboro, W. M. Aux., 10; Waterville,
Aux., 8, 504 89

Total,

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

505 29

New Hampshire Branch.—Miss Abby E.
Mclntire, Treas. Brentwood, Cong. Ch.,
C. E. S., 11 00

Total, 11 00

Candia.—Legacy of Mrs. Nancy Parker,
Mr. J. Lane Fitts, exr., 1,000 79

VERMONT.

Morgan.—A Friend, 40
The'tford.—Miss Alary I. Ward, 2 00
Vermont Branch.—Mrs. T. M. Howard,
Treas. Bellows Falls, Aux. (of wh. 25 to
const. L. M. Miss Mary Spofford), 30;
Berkshire, East, Aux., 12, Jr. C. E., 1;
Brattleboro, West, 14.65; Burlington,
Aux., 25; Daughters of the Covenant,
10; Cambridgeport, Aux., 2.20; Enos-
burg, Jr. C. E., 2; Essex, Aux., 5.05;
Fairfield, East, C. E. S., 1, Jr. C. E. S.,

50 cts.; Hartford, Aux., 16.55; Ludlow,
C. E. S., Th. Off., 3.42; Lyndon, Aux.,
5; Pownal, No., C. E. S., 4.50; Roxbury,
Mt. Brook Farm, Jr. C. E. S., 30 cts.;
St. Johnsbury, No. Ch., Aux., 25.20, S. S.,
P. F. H's Class, 2.30; Springfield, Aux.,
25; Townshend, Aux., 5; Vergennes, C.
E. S., 8.12; Vershire, C. E. S., 1.20;
Waitsfield, Home Circle, 5; Walling-
ford, Aux., 50, 254 99

Total, 257 39

MASSACHUSETTS.
A Friend, 100 00
Andover and Woburn Branch.—Mrs.
G. W. Dinsmore, Treas. Andover, So.
Ch., Y. L. Soc. of C. W., 10; Bedford,
Sen. Golden Rule Soc, 5; Lawrence,
Trin. Cong. Ch., S. S. children, 2;
Lowell, First Cong. Ch., S. S., 1 ; Maiden,

Mabel H. Gray, 25 cts.; Maplewood,
Aux., 1.45; Medford. Mystic Ch., Jr. C.
E. S., 4.10; Stoneham, Sunshine M. C,
50 cts. ;

Wakefield, Aux., 50, 74 30

Arlington.—A Friend, 80
Berkshire Co. Branch.—Mrs. Chas. E.

West, Treas. Hinsdale, Aux. (Th. Off. 5),

18.98; Housatonic, Aux., 9.60; Lee, Miss
M. E. Gibbs, in mem. of Mrs. Nathan E.
Gibbs, 10; Pittsfield, First Ch., Aux.,
32, So. Ch., Aux., 26.01 ; Richmond, Aux.,
36, Me Too M. C, 10; So. Egremont,
Aux., 40 r Stockbridge, Aux., 5.45, Mrs.
Nettleton, 20, 208 04

Essex North Branch.—Mrs. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Amesbury, Jr. C. E.
S., 2, Union Ch., C. E. S., 3.25; Haver-
hill, No. Ch., 29.32; Ipswich, First Ch.,
Aux., 25, 59 57

Essex South Branch.—Miss Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Beverly, Dane St. Ch.,
Aux., 25, Mayflower C. E. S., 5.10, Puri-
tan C. E. S., 4.50; Williston C. E. S.,

4; Danvers, Maple St. Ch., Aux., 20, 58 60
Franklin Co. Branch.—Miss Lucy A. Spar-
hawk, Treas. Northfield, Aux., 27;
Whateley, Jr. Aux., 10, 37 00

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss Harriet J.
Kneeland, Treas. Northampton, Jr. C.
E. S., 4 00

Huntington.—Mrs. Schuyler Clark. 1 00
Maynard.—Cong. Ch., C. E. S., 10 00
Norfolk and Pilgrim Branch.—Miss Sarah
B. Tirrell, Treas. Easton, Aux., 9; Hol-
brook, Aux., 12, Torch Bearers, 4; Mil-
ton, Aux. (of wh. 50 cts, Th. Off.), 7;
Rockland, Miss Emma W. Gleason,
12.15; Scituate, Willing Workers, 5;
Weymouth Heights, Aux., 34, 83 15

Northboro.—ln Memoriam, 1 00
No. Middlesex Branch.—Miss Julia S.
Conant, Treas. Concord, Mary Shepard
Watchers, 5 00

Old Colony Branch.—Miss Frances J.
Runnels, Treas. Fall River, Cent. Cong.
Ch., Jr. C. E. S., 10 00

Scotland.—Prim. Dept., S. S., 2 00
Springfield Branch.—Miss Harriet T.
Buckingham, Treas. Chicopee, Third
Ch., Aux., 15.26; Springfield, Miss
Stevens, 15, Park Ch., Aux., 13.79, 44 05

Suffolk Branch.—Miss Myra B. Child,
Treas. Allston, A. K. D., Th. Off., 3,

Aux., Th. Off., 11.75, C. E. S., 50 ; Auburn-
dale, Golden Rule C. E. S. (C. E. Dav
Off.), 15; Boston, A Friend, 15, Central
Ch., Aux., 100, Mt. Vernon Ch., Aux.,
16, Y. L. Miss. Soc, 50, Old So. Ch.,
Aux., 327.50, Union Ch.. Aux., 10;
Brighton, Cong. Ch., Jr. C. E. S., 2 25;
Brookline, Harvard Ch., Aux., 80.83;
Cambridge, Shepard Mem. Ch., Aux. (of
wh. 25 to const. L. M. Miss Eleanor
Parker Fiske). 102; Cambridgeport,
Prospect St. Ch., Aux., 40; Chelsea,
First Ch., C. E. S., Miss Marv S. Butler,
2.50, Third Ch.. Aux., 6.28; Dorchester,
A Friend, 25, Second Ch., Go Forth M.
B., 4.30, Village Ch., C. E. S., 10; Ever-
ett, First Cong. Ch., Ladies' Miss. Soc,
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21.25; Foxboro, Aux. (of wh. 25 to const.
L. Al. Miss Ellen Jewett), 46; Hyde
Park, Jr. Aux., 10; Mattapan, A Friend,
80 cts. ; Jamaica Plain, Cent. Ch., Daugh-
ters of the Cov., 35; Medheld, Aux., 5;
Needhain, Aux. (to const. L. M. Miss A.
E. Hoffses), 25; Newton, Eliot Ch., Y. L.
Aux., 140; Newton Centre, First Ch.,
Maria B. Furber Miss. Soc, 25; Rox-
bury, Eliot Ch., Eliot C. E. S., 8.76,

Immanuel Ch., Aux. (of wh. 25 to const.
L. M. Mabel E. Porter), 34, Walnut Ave.
Ch., Aux., 15. Jr. C. E. S., 5; Somerville,
Highland Cong. Ch., Aux., 5; West
Newton, Aux., 25; West Roxbury, Aux.,
35, 1,307 22

Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs. Minnie D.
Tucker, Treas. Leicester, Jr. C. E. S.,

1.76; Warren, Aux., 13.80; Webster, Jr.
C. E. S., 6.10; WTestboro, Aux., 28.80;
Worcester, Hope Ch., An Old Lady's
Gift, 5, Park Ch., Aux., 10, Plymouth
Ch., Whatsoever Club, 20, Union Ch.,
Aux., 45, 130 46

Total, 2,136 19

CONNECTICUT.

Terryville.—Lois Gridley, 5 80
Eastern Conn. Branch.— Miss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Colchester, Hoys'
M. B., 2.50; Lisbon. Sunbeam M. C, 30
cts.; New London, First Ch., Aux. ,29.15;
Norwich, Second Ch., Aux., 35; Taft-
ville, Aux., 11.42, C. E. S., 3, Jr. C. E. S.,

3; Windham, Aux., 26, 110 37
Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford

Scott, Treas. Columbia, Cheerful
Givers M. C, 11; Hartford, Asylum Hill
Ch., Aux., 2, First Ch., Aux., 50, C. E.
S., 10, Park Ch., Aux., 60.50, Pearl St.
Ch., Aux., 1, S. S., 36.34, Miss Sarah N.
Pardpe, 10; Rockville, Aux. (of wh. 50
Th. Off.). 74. Cradle Roll, 1; So. Coven-
try, Jr. C. K. S., 2.40; Suffield, Ladies'
F. M. Soc, 12.50; Terrvville, Aux.. 18.

Jr. C. E. S., 8; West Hartford, Cradle
Roll, 5, 301 74

New Haven Branch.—Miss Julia Twin-
ing, Treas. Ansonia, S. S., 25.35; Bran-
ford, First Cong. Ch., Miss. Com., C. E.
S., 6; Canaan, C. E. S., 4; Cromwell,
Aux., 45; Goshen, C. E. S., 24, Cradle
Roll, 1; Ivoryton, Aux., 20, C. E. S.,

20.75; Killingworth, Aux., 3, S. S., 3;
Meriden, First Ch., Cheerful Givers,
36.45; Middletown, First Ch., Aux. (of
wh. 25 from A Friend to const. L. M.
Mrs. Charles W. Van Pelt), 83, Jr. C. E.
S., 10; Mount Carmel S. S., 3.40; Nau-
gatuck, ux., 124.65; New Canaan, Aux.,
40; New Haven, Ch. of the Redeemer,
Prim. S. S., 10, Davenport Ch., Aux., 60,
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INDIA.

EXTRACTS FROM HOME LETTERS OF MISS L. G.

BARKER, INDIA.

The mission lias given me different work to do for a time. They have

given me charge of four Hindu girls' schools here in Madura. It is quite a

change from the Bible woman's work, but there are a great many things

about it that are very pleasant and interesting. The schools are in four

different parts of the city : one at the North Gate, one at the South Gate,

another at the West Gate, and the fourth in the center of the city, near the

great heathen Meenachi Temple, called the Central School. In the four

schools there are between three hundred and fifty and four hundred little

Hindu girls studying. They are such interesting, and many of them such

pretty, little girls ; but most of them have some kind of a mark on their fore-

heads, which show that they are worshipers of heathen gods. As I go

around from class to class and hear them reciting intelligently, and answer-

ing questions about the Bible and about Christ, it does seem as if they must

come to him, for he loves them and is their Saviour as well as ours. I wish

I might take you to visit these schools some day. They would seem to you

to be very strange schools. The buildings are much smaller than school

buildings at home, and are arranged very differently. The three that were

built expressly for the schools have an upper story, which is something like

a veranda, with mats of cccoanut leaves, which may be raised or lowered,

instead of windows. There are no desks, but all above the infant class have

benches to sit on. The infants sit on the floor, and learn their letters at first

by marking with their little fingers in the sand in front of them. One thing

would seem particularly strange to you ; all the school rooms in America

are quiet, but here the children must all study out loud, and as a result the

school room is a Babel all the time. The children do not seem to know
how to study without doing it out loud. Imagine how confusing it must

be when there are three or four classes near together, and those of the

(229)
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children who are not reciting are studying aloud. I am going to try to

remedy this a little, but you see it is a Hindu custom, and it will be very

hard to make a change.

This morning when I was down at the South Gate school, one tinv little

girl came in with an ugly red and white mark painted on her head. She

was too small I think to have put it there herself, and probably some older

member of the family did it for her. You see how helpless these poor little

heathen sisters of yours are. They cannot get away from all the wickedness

and misery by themselves. But Christ can lift them out of it. Their little

hearts are tender and impressible now, and if Christ enters in and takes

possession of them, the next generation may be different from this one.

November, 1897.

I do not see how the famine can help being the means of an awakening

among the people of India. Such dreadful visitations in a land are often

followed by a spiritual awakening.

The Mohammedans are particularly hard. They are puffed up by what
the Sultan has been doing lately. I have been visiting in some of their

houses with my two Mohammedan Bible women, and find very little, if any,

real interest among them. In one house almost as soon as I sat down an old

woman asked me how much salary I got. In another house a woman asked

the Bible women to ask me how old I was. In still another place they

wanted to know if I was married, why I was not married, etc. They are

much more interested in me because I am a foreigner than because I have

a message for them. They will hear about Christ with pleasure as long as

you do not speak of him as " the Son of God," for they believe in him as a

prophet—their Koran teaches that. I believe that they are farther away
than the Hindus, although they have more light. Their hearts seem to be

thoroughly hard, and they are perfectly satisfied with themselves and their

religion. Many of them seem to think that we shall all become Moham-
medans after a while.

December, 1897.

Prices are tremendous for food and, in fact, for nearly everything. Crops

about here are splendid, and yet they are sending away so much rice and

other things that they are almost at starvation rates. Many people in the

citv have not enough to live on. A good many of the children in the South

Gate School are from very poor families, and the head master, Sundram,

told me the other day that about fifteen little girls in the school do not get

enough to eat at night, and probably have but one full meal a day. It

makes me feel like crying to see the poor, thin little things. Some of them
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look as if a breath would blow them away. I told the head master to buy

some bananas every day and give each little girl three before they go home.

Bananas are very cheap, but quite nourishing. These children have been

quite irregular at school, and Sundram says it is partly because they are so

weak and faint in the morning from going without food so long that they do

not come to school. They are fit subjects for cholera and all sorts of

diseases.

CONCERNING A CONVERSION.

We have felt rather excited to-day about a young man who became a

Christian, and was taken into the church last Sunday. His friends did

nothing and said nothing at first, but to-day they have taken the young man
away, and we know neither where he is nor what they are doing to him.

No doubt thev are trying to make him recant. We hope and pray that he

will not give way and go back. I am very much afraid that this action will

interfere with our work among the silk weavers ; but it would be only for a

short time, anyway.

ANSWERED PRAYERS AND FULFILLED PROMISES.
BY PUNDITA RAMABAI. >

My dear Friends : In giving you a short account of about ten months*

work, I feel like saying with the Psalmist, " Many, O Lord my God, are

thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to

usward
;
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : if I would declare

and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered."

In April, 1896, I attended the camp meeting held at Lanowlee. It

proved to be an occasion of special joy to me, as I was accompanied

by fifteen of my own girls, who were believers in the Lord Jesus,

and had confessed him as their Saviour before the' public. One
day, early in the morning, I went out to a quiet place in the woods

when I saw the sun rising in all its glory. At that time my heart

was full of joy and peace, and I offered thanks to the Heavenly Father

for having given me fifteen children, and I was by the Spirit led to

pray that the Lord would be so gracious as to square the number of my
spiritual children before the next camp meeting takes place. Everv circum-

stance was against the very thought ; for in the first place no more than sixty,

or sixty-five girls at the most, could be admitted in my school. Then the

number of my schoolgirls was but forty-nine, and some of them were to

leave during the summer holidays. Things were going very much against

my school, and I did not know where to get even fifty girls for my institution.
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Six months passed away from that time, and our work went on as usual.

There was no increase in the number of my pupils ; on the contrary, the

number went down to forty-one, and those Christian girls whom I had told

in April that God was going to square their number before the next camp
meeting, were perhaps beginning to doubt in their mind as to whether I had

not been carried away by my imaginations, and not inspired by the Spirit to

have prayed such a prayer, whose fulfillment seemed to be next to impossible.

I knew nothing of the famine in Central India, nor that I could get any girls

from that part of the country. In October last I heard of the terrible famine

in the Central Provinces, and received my call from God to go there and res-

cue some of the young widows who were starving to death.

The Lord put it in my mind to rescue three hundred girls, and in less than

ten months from the time when I began the rescue work, the Lord has given me
nearly three hundred girls from the famine districts. These are my own girls,

and I am free to bring them up in the fear of God
;
praise the Lord ! Still, no

one of them is compelled to become a Christian. I give them the same relig-

ious freedom as the old girls have always had. And yet most of these new girls

delight to attend prayer, and to hear the Word' of God read to them. About
ninety of these new girls have accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, and

I believe that before the next camp meeting takes place at Lanowlee the

number of my spiritual children will increase to two hundred and twenty-

five, and my prayer to square the number fifteen will shortly be answered.

My dear friends, I am not talking of things imaginary ; I find the promises

of God literally fulfilled if I but expect, and it is with great joy that I render

thanks to the Lord, and praise his name for being so very good to me.

You know also from my last account how I had no money in my hand for

the support of these new girls. I had no human resources to depend upon,

but the Lord raised friends for me, and money was poured into our treasury,

and the blessings of the Lord came down like a shower, and his promise,

as recorded in Psalm lxxxii. 10, which he gave me, has been literally fulfilled.

I must here record heartfelt gratitude, and give thanks to the dear

children of God who have so generously sent donations from all parts of the

world for the support of my famine girls. I am glad to be able to say that

most of the girls, who had been nothing but skeletons, and wild like the

beasts of the jungle, are now looking fat and humanized. Many of them •

show great intelligence and eagerness to learn. Those who have professed

faith in Christ are showing signs of a real change of heart by serving and

helping other girls, by their self-forgetfulness and love toward one another.

—Abridgedfrom " The Zenana''
[The number of Christian girls is now 235.

—

Ed.]



XOT ACCEPTED.

[A Student Volunteer, before the organization of that Society, wrote the following

. lines to a friend in the foreign field whom she was prevented by ill health from joining.

The promise they contain of support in prayer was faithfully kept, and few lives are

more fruitful than that of the invalid who was not accepted for foreign service.]

Dear friend across the waters, whose warm entreating hand

Would fain have power to draw me even to that distant land,

Stir not the smothered longings I thought were buried deep,

Nor summon whom the Master gives other charge to keep.-

I know that he remembers the promise of my youth,

And holds me from performance in mercy and in truth;

I bless him that he saved me from danger he foresaw,

And would not use the weapon that bore too deep a flaw.

Sore lesson of my sorrow ! which vet is bitter sweet

;

I'm sure 'twas meant to keep me low at my Saviour's feet

:

At least he'll not refuse me the place of those who pray,

And that himself will help you, I'll ask him every day.

Even David was not worthy to rear Jehovah's shrine,

Yet he prepared the treasures of mountain and of mine;

So when beloved helpers are given to meet your need,

He who refused my service, be sure, has heard me plead.

Now to our crowned Messiah, who doubts, the poet king

Pours out a pure oblation, such as the ransomed bring;

So I, when fire and fining the earthly part reduce,

May yet come forth as silver meet for the Master's use.

(233)



234 LIFE AND LIGHT. [May,

WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES.

BY MRS. A. L. FRISBIE.

An upper room ; the darkness of night without
;
within, the gloom of

impending sorrow ; a little company upon whom has fallen the shadow of an

unspoken fear, and in the midst a form of wondrous grace. It is the Lord ;

he has called together his chosen ones for the parting hour. Bewildered,

perplexed, overwhelmed, they cluster about him. He is their Master;

through years of wonderful privilege, they have walked by his side, they

have listened to his gracious words, they have felt his surpassing love. And
now, as he says to them, "A little while, and ye shall not see me," their

hearts fail them for fear. He is their Light ; how shall they walk in the

darkness of his absence? He is their Teacher and Guide; who shall lead

them into all truth when he is no longer with them ?

The Upon this scene the Christian world is never weary of gazing.

Comforter. Its pathos remains through passing years, but the music of the

wonderful voice which spoke comfort to that sorrowing group still rings

through the centuries, saying to the fearful and foreboding, the ignorant and

the questioning: "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another

Comforter, that he may abide with you forever." " When he, the Spirit of

Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth." A multitude that no man
can number have rejoiced in the presence and guidance of the promised

Comforter, and even yet his ministry is not accomplished. The promise is,

" He shall abide with you forever." We need not sorrow with the weeping

Magdalene, saying, "They have taken away my Lord." We need not, with

the men of Galilee, stand gazing up into heaven, longing for the return of the

ascended Saviour. The word that brought cheer to the hearts sitting in dread

.and consternation in that upper room is also to us and to our children, "It is

expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not away, the Comforter will

not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you."

Still But there are eager souls who say: " Our hearts are ready to

Speaking, run in the way of his commandments, if only we may hear his

directing voice. In old time holy men of God spake as they were moved by

the Holy Ghost ; in later days the Father spoke to the world by his Son ; but

how is the mind of the Lord revealed in these last days?" Let us not in our

blindness incur the reproof of the hypocrites, "Ye can discern the face of the

sky, but can ye not discern the signs of the times?" What can speak to us

with more authority than the voice of passing events ? Is it not the voice of
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God? Let us pass in review the suggestions of the hour and, with reverent

hearts, inquire what the Spirit saith through them to the women of the

churches to-day.

If there is one benefit conferred by Christianity more marked than all

others, it is the elevation of woman. As we compare Christian and heathen

countries there is no contrast so strong as that drawn between the women of

these countries, and never was that contrast shown in clearer light than to-day.

Let us call to mind the way of special blessing in which we have been led,

that we may give the more earnest heed to the word that speaks to our hearts,

M Freely ye have received
;
freely give."

We sit in the quiet of Christian homes, with our treasures about us.

Love beams upon us from dear eyes, answers our unspoken thought, and

makes life beautiful with tender ministries. We tell our wondering little

ones the storv of Jesus and his love, and as we fold them in our arms we
rejoice that we may bring them, with ourselves, in loving trust, to him

who is able to keep all that is committed to his care. And even when
the sun of our joy is darkened, we sorrow not as those without hope.

When we bend beneath heavy burdens, we look with confidence to "the

rest that remaineth "
; when heart and strength fail, the everlasting God is

our refuge. Even from the graves of our loved ones speaks a voice, say-

ing : " I am the Resurrection and the Life ; he that believeth in me, though

he were dead, yet shall he live."

We know that there are women who are bound in chains of ignorance

and superstition ; into whose darkened lives comes neither joy nor hope.

The brightness of our lives is all the greater by the contrast, and we thank

the good Lord that we are not as they are. Sometimes we pray, or think

we pray, " Thy kingdom come," and we give a little from our abundance,

and complacently apply to ourselves the promises to the liberal soul.

Debt, not But do we not mistake? Christ, home, heaven,—they ex-

Gift. press to us all of this life and the life that is to come ; but are

they ours and not theirs? What if it should be that we are withholding

from them that which is their own ! What if they are starving because we
neglect to give them the Bread of Life which the Father of us all lias sent

to them by our hands ! What if they grope in darkness and are lost be-

cause we hide under a bushel the light with which we were to lighten

the world! O my sisters, we are but stewards of this manifold grace of

God. It is not ours to keep in our own souls, and for our loved ones, and

for our land. It was given to us that we might impart to others,—even

to every creature. We speak of our gifts to these suffering, sorrowing

ones. Alas, we can never pay our debt. Our obligation is measured only
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by our ability, and, tried by that standard, it was never before so great

as now.

New " Freely ye have received
;

freely give." What has

Opportunities. Christian womanhood to give? Ever since the day when
the infant Jesus, helpless and dependent, rested upon his mother's bosom,

the Lord has given to woman work to do for him. To some,—blessed

among women,—it has been given through all ages to bring little children

to Him that he might bless them. There has ever been need for the cup

of cold water which a woman's hand may give, in the name of a disciple.

The sick and in prison are always with us. To this day, Dorcas has been

busy with coats and garments, and yet the naked are not all clothed. The
beloved Persis, who labors much in the Lord, is still a present and inspir-

ing power among the churches. Priscilla yet expounds to Apollos the word
of God more perfectly, for to her loving faith and womanly intuitions are

revealed sweet, helpful truths, which he has not perceived.

But to-day greater opportunities are open to woman than ever before.

She is made to feel that the world has need of her, that advance along

every line is largely dependent upon her. She has no gift nor grace that

she may not freely use. Her voice, her pen, her social influence, her

executive power, are not only needed but they are desired in the work of

the world. Christian womanhood, looking back one hundred years, gives

thanks, and takes courage. Then, the education of woman was a matter

which was not even thought of except in the silence of a few longing souls
;

much less was it provided for. Now, in hundreds of Christian schools and

colleges, our daughters are fitted for strong, thoughtful, helpful, earnest

womanhood
;
and, as they enter upon active life, public sentiment accords

to them fields for labor and for influence to which their demands and their

ability are the only limitations.

And as woman stands upon a higher plane, socially and intellectually,

than ever before, so, also, it is her privilege to occupy an advanced position

spiritually. As in science, literature, and art she is enriched by the patient,

toilsome effort and research of many years, so in spiritual things she enters

into the labors of generations of those who, through faith, have inherited

the promises. The truths of God are not revealed to the careless and the

indifferent. "In the spiritual life, as well as in the bodily, man shall eat his

bread in the sweat of his brow." In every age there have been men and

women who, with unswerving devotion, have sought for truth as for hid

treasure, and such search is ever rewarded. And now, what a glorious

heritage is ours ! Surely the great Teacher has need of infinite patience,

but there has been progress in eighteen hundred years. The Christian
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world is learning to rest upon the Fatherhood of God, to realize more of

the perfect love, that casteth out fear, to enter into the liberty wherewith

Christ maketh his people free. The gospel of Christ grows more precious

in the light of the Christian experience of successive ages. As we draw

near and nearer to the dawn of the perfect day, should we not walk in

clearer light?

Noblesse But what shall we do with this constantly increasing power,

—

Oblige. social, intellectual, and spiritual? Can we fail to hear the words

of the Lord Jesus, emphasized by our remembrance of the wonderful

blessings which his love has brought to us. "Unto whomsoever much is

given, of him shall be much required." Reverently would we speak of

the women who have followed Jesus through the years that are past.

Their memory comes to us as a benediction. The record of their humble,

prayerful lives, of their sacrifices and their achievements in the cause of

Christ, furnishes us at once example and inspiration. But greater things

than these should we do, upon whom the ends of the earth are come.

We love to remember that there were women who followed Jesus from

Galilee to Jerusalem, as he went to meet scoffing and death. They minis-

tered to him by the way
;
they stood by the cross on which he suffered

;
they

watched by his sepulcher and prepared spices for his burial. Do we look

back with longing to the service which they rendered? Let us rather give

thanks that to us it is given to proclaim a risen and ascended Saviour.

There have been women who have counted not their lives dear unto them

so that they might testify to the gospel of the grace of God, and now they

wear martyrs' crowns. It was given to them to die for their Lord ; but

unto us it is given to live, with a devotion of love and an enthusiasm of

consecration that shall irresistibly draw the world to him.

Giving is It is time for us to realize that even our best things are not

Gain. too good to be used in the service of the Lord,—that our dearest

things are just those which we should hasten to give in glad surrender to

him who gave himself for us. It is not sacrifice to spend and to be spent in

his service ; it is glory, and honor, and eternal life. It is only those who
lose their lives in a self-abnegation that is Christlike, who find them in a

richness of fruitage which eternity shall reveal.

Scope. There is inspiration to earnest, effective work in any line, in the

consciousness of power ; but there is need to know, also, that there is scope

for the full exercise of that power. Many a trusty sword rusts in its scab-

bard, because there is no need for its use; many a song remains unsung-

,

waiting for a listener to call it forth
;
many a talent lies buried in the earth,

'while its owner seeks a place of good investment.
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We have seen that Christian women of to-day may have special fitness to

do effective work for their Lord. Has He, with increased ability, given

corresponding increase in opportunity ? Does the law of supply and demand
hold good in the spiritual economy ? A thousand voices unite to answer r

" The field is the world." This is the word of the Spirit to the churches

to-day. It is spoken in the unceasing click of the printing press; it is

flashed along the lines of telegraph that encircle the earth ; it is wafted by

the breezes that have filled the sails, whitening all the seas ; it is heard in

the whirring wheels of travel, that disturb the stillness of mountain fastnesses,

and waken slumbering forests, and speed over trackless deserts. It is the

voice of the researches that are bringing to light the uttermost parts of the

earth ; of the enterprise of to-day to which the doors of nations, long closed,

are opening wide ; of the broad humanity that sees in every man a brother
;

of the Christlike charity that embraces the world. It is uttered even in the

terrible things of God,—war, and famine, and pestilence. The cries of the

wounded, and starving, and smitten, have sounded over thousands of miles of

sea and land, and, as sympathy has ministered to suffering, distance has been

annihilated, and barriers of race, and caste, and religion have been broken

down. It is indicated by the unrest and emptiness of thousands of question-

ing souls who, forsaking the traditions of their fathers, have cast aside their

idols of silver and of gold and are seeking the unknown God, or are saying

in the silence of despairing hearts, "There is no God." And there are

women's voices that repeat the message. They come from the crowded,.

Christless homes of China, from the zenana prisons of India, from Turkish

harems, and African kraals. In all these habitations of cruelty sad hearts

wait for us. In this day of grand opportunity the field of woman's work

for women is the world. Shall we rejoice because a few favored spots blos-

som as the rose, and forget that most of the heritage of God lieth waste?

The world for Christ, that should be our watchword and inspiration. Let

us open our hearts to receive in full measure the grand, uplifting power of

this word of the Spirit, " The field is the world."

To the To you it speaks. Mothers with silvering hair and bending

Aged. form. Perhaps you have never heard it before ; do you not hear it

now? Your field is the world. It may be that your days of active service

are almost over, but in the leisure that comes as the shadows deepen you

will have time to look over the field, white already to harvest; you can

" pray the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth more laborers into his

harvest "
;
you can speak words of cheer and counsel to those who are bear-

ing the burden and heat of the day
;
you can testify by the willing offering

of yourselves, your children, your substance, your all to the grace of God
that is in you.
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To the It is for you, O weary workers, who toil in the noon of life.

Middle-aged. Some of you had hoped to do great things for the Lord, but

cares have thickened around you ; little children cling about your knees and

clasp your hands ; and your way seems hedged about, and you pant for

enlargement. But this woman's work for women, which takes in the world,

brings you just what you need. As you sit in your homes, by your prayers

and gifts, by your sympathy and interest, you may reach to the uttermost

parts of the earth. As you look over the vast field and note the groups of

earnest laborers scattered here and there, inspiration and encouragement

will come to you. As you listen to the story of their hopes and fears, and

rejoice in their successes, and sympathize with their trials, you will feel that

their work is your work ; and as you realize that their hands are strength-

ened by your self-denial and your prayers, the lives which have sometimes

seemed to you narrow and contracted will be transformed and ennobled, as

they are thus linked with the lives and labors of others.

To Yountg And to you, cherished daughters of our Christian homes,

Women. comes this word of the Spirit :
" Your field is the world." You

stand in the vigor of unspent powers, that have been prepared through years

of careful discipline for the work of life. But now the days of preparation

are over ; the time for earnest work has come. u Lift up your eyes and look

on the fields, for they are white already to harvest." Where will you thrust

in your sickles? There are places in this harvest field where the heat is

fierce and the burdens are heavy, and the laborers, few and scattered, are

foiling fast. Will you go to help them ? Do not close your ears to the voice

of our departed Lord saying, " Go, teach all nations." If he shall call you

to go far hence to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ, we will bid

you God speed, and will rejoice with you that he has counted you worthy of

such high honor. You are the light of our homes, but you are, also, the

hope of the world.

To All. The Spirit brings to us all to-day the glad summons once spoken

to the weeping Mary, "The Master is come and calleth for thee." How
gladly she obeyed ! He had missed her from the circle of welcoming

friends ; he wanted her ; he had sent for her. " As soon as she heard that,

she arose quickly and came to Him." Perchance, as His searching eye

looks from face to face along the line of faithful witnesses for him, he

misses some of us ; he needs us ; he calls us ; the voice is clear and impera-

tive, and yet it is winning in its sweetness ; no waiting soul can fail to hear

it. He does not ask us to go with him into prison and to death, but his

word to us is: "Go work, to-day, in my vineyard. Your strength, your

talents, your culture, your opportunities,—all are from me. Freely ye have
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received of my treasures : freely give to those ready to perish." And again,
14 The field is the world."

" He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the

churches."

Des Moines, Iowa.

Read the Where can we get our information for missionary meet-
Newspapers. ings? As the first source of information I would name the

newspaper. I do not mean your religious weekly, but that which comes

damp from the press and lies by your morning coffee ; that told you this

morning what happened on the other side of the globe while this morning

was as yet unborn to us. This is the greatest and most easily accessible

source of missionary information. Keep a piece of blue pencil and mark
the items. Clip them that day and file them under the proper head, or send

the clippings on the topic for the month to the news gatherer. You can

easily train yourself and others to read the daily paper with a missionary

eye, that is, with an eye for the news of the kingdom. Did you notice that

a President's message, not so long ago, touched upon foreign missions seven

times and four times on home missions. Only culpable carelessness can

neglect the mine of information that is in the newspapers.

—

Ex.
Have we hint here as to how to interest the husbands, brothers, and sons

in a family in foreign missions?

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Treasurer.

Recftpts from February 10, 1898, to March 10, 1898.

Colorado
Illinois .

Indiana .

Iowa
Kansas .

Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri .

Montana
Nebraska
Ohio .

South Dakota
Wisconsin
Pennsylvania
Miscellaneous

Receipts for the month
Previously acknowledged

Total since Oct. 18, 1897

§166 90
1,54G 56

48 4.'.

265 81

24 80

323 73

451 59

452 31

2 50

38 46

472 55

11 77

216 29

25 00

200 23

?4,246 95

11,830 35

$16,077 30

additional donations for special
Received this month
Already forwarded .

Total for special' objects since Oct
18, 1897

ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND
Received this month
Already forwarded

Total for Armenian Relief since Oct
18, 1897 .......

INDIA RELIEF FUND.
Received this month
Already forwarded

Total for India Relief since Oct. 18

1897.......
Mrs. Alfred B. Willcox, Ass'

OBJECTS.

§78 50
127 00

$205 50

$50 97
104 50

$155 47

$2 00
39 25

$41 25

t Treas.
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