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Life and Liobt for Vvbinan

What of the day? do jou ask?

Then assuredly know

That the day which began weary ages a^^o

Speeds on to an issue sublime

;

And the King—whose glad coming draws hourh

more near

—

Wilt, haply, when least you expect him, appear,

And the blessed, long-prayed-for, Sabbatical year,

Usher in, in the fullness of time.

Will you hasten the day?

Will you labor and pray?

Will you thrust in the sickle and reap, while you may.

The plenteous harvests that lie

Waiting still for your hand

In every land,

And rip'ning 'neath every sky?

Will you gather the stones for this temple divine?

And the gems in the crown of His glory to shine

Brighter far than the sun?

And then, when he comes, bowing low at his feet,

With rapture unspeakable, hear him repeat,

Well done, thou good servant, well done."

—Selected.
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TURKEY.
A FEW HISTORIC ASSOCIATIONS OF ASIA MINOR.

BY MISS H. G. POWERS.

Every incli of Asia Minor is historic, especially if 3011 go deep enough.

There, for more than thirty centuries, men iiave loved and hated, laughed,

wept, thought and written,—and died. In the west, just over against

Greece, we have the immortal citv of " wind-swept Ilium," and the plain

where the battle line bv turn advanced and retreated throuj^h lonsf vears of

siege and exile. Alas for Hector and his ill-fated valor ! Alas for the

wrong that in its inevitable punishment drags the innocent down to destruc-

tion ! Alas for chivalrous Hector, who could reproach Paris but not Helen I

When Hecuba and Priam's sons and daughters taunted the cause of all their

woes, " thou," she says to Hector,

"Thou didst take my part

With kindlv admonition, and restrain

Their tongues with soft address and gentle words."

The blind poet who sang this lay, which still delights and thrills mankind,

probably had his earlv home not far to tlie south
;
perhaps near Smyrna,

where Polycarp was martyred.

In the Troad Paul niet some delightful friends, and forgot liis cloak, as

modern travelers sometimes do. Unlike them, however, Paul could not put

telegraph and express into requisition, and must have suffered many weeks

the want of his cloak.

Poor Helle—"ray of light" soon quenched—was drowned to give a name
to the straits leading out of the Propontis. In B. C. 4S0 the countless host

of Xerxes crossed the Dardanelles just above the modern town of that name.

The pageant was truly Oriental in its splendor, and occupied many days.

Who could have believed the return was to be so different

!

The Hellespont was crossed in the opposite direction by the little army of

Alexander, that "goat" which "came from the west on the face of the

whole earth, and touched not the ground" for swiftness. The Granicus, a

small stream flowing from Mt. Ida into the Propontis, or Sea of ISIarinora,

saw Alexander's first great victorv over the Persians. Issus, the plain at the

head of the gulf of that name, and a little north of the present port of Scan-

deroon, or Alexandretta, was the scene of another crushing defeat inflicted on

the army of Darius.

At Magnesia (Manisa), about thirty miles northeast from Smyrna, Anti-

ochus, one of the Selucid kings of Syria, suffered a great defeat at the hands

of the Romans. Hannibal, the great Carthagenian, great in peace as in war,
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but now an exile from his native land, had joined Antiochus against their

common enemy. Rome demanded that he be given up, but he succeeded in

escaping to Prusias, King of Bithynia. Several years later this friend was
required to give him up. As there seemed to be no place where he could

be safe from his octopus-like foe, Hannibal took poison, and relieved himself

and his friend of further difficulty with Rome. About halfway between

Constantinople and Nicomedia, a spot overlooking the gulf, and guarded by a

lonely cvpress, is pointed out as the grave of Hannibal.

Less than half a century before the Christian era, Cleopatra went to Tarsus

on that fateful visit to Antony. Shakespeare makes fine use of this dramatic

incident. The apostle Paul doubtless had often heard about it in his child-

hood from those who had themselves seen something, at least, of the splendid

spectacle.

Frederic Barbarossa, while on a crusade, lost his life in one of the streams

of Cilicia. During the period of the Crusades vast numbers of so-called

Christians lost their lives in Asia Minor. Their bodies enriched the soil
;

that is about all the good accomplished, unless we look upon the selfishness,

the wickedness, and the folly of their bravery, even as a solemn warning*

It certainly is a humiliating as well as terrible chapter in history.

On the banks of the Sangarius (the modern Sakaria) which flows near

the city of Adabazar, Priam, King of Troy, at the head of a great host, met

in shock of battle the " formidable Amazons." While the capital of tlie

Amazons was said to be Themiscyra, on the south coast of the Black Sea,,

a little to the east of the Halys River, or Kigil Irmak, they are also said to

have occupied districts on the western shores of Asia Minor, and to have

founded Smyrna, Ephesus, and other cities.

The Kingdom of Pontus, which extended from the Halys to a point a

little east of Trebizond, had for its first capital Amassia, the city of Strabo,

the geographer. The rock-cut tombs of the first princes of this kingdom

still remain,—memorials of princes and kingdom wiiich passed away twenty

centuries ago. Sinope, the next capital, was the birthplace of Diogenes,

the philosopher of the " tub " and the "lantern." This city was greatly

strengthened and adorned by Mithridates the Great, a second Hannibal in

his military genius and his liatred of Rome.

Somewhat south of Amasia is Zilleh, where Julius Caesar defeated the

son of Mithridates, and announced to the vSenate his victory in the laconic

and self-satisfied message, " I came, I saw, I conquered." Near this is tlie

region of Hittite remains. It is to be hoped that tlie German scholars now

at work on these strange hieroglvphs of a race and language long since

wholly vanished, may soon be rewarded with success, and be able to give us

another interesting chnpter of ancient history.
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Trebizond, at the eastern end of the Bhick Sea, lias a long and checkered

Jiistory. It was an offshoot of the colony of Sinope, and founded three

years before Rome. In the year B. C. 400 Trebizond welcomed and hos-

pitably entertained tlie ten thousand whose leader and historian, Xenophon,

had brought them with such skill through barbarous tribes, such as the Car-

dukians, and through all the other perils of the way. A thousand years

later the Greek Emperor Heraclius landed there at tlie head of an army of

only five tliousand men, with the purpose of attacking the Persians in their

very capital. Doubtless he expected to increase his army on the way, but

even then it was " an expedition," as Myers says, " quite as worthy a

place among the records of brilliant military exploits as the march of the ten

thousand Greeks."

About the beginning of the thirteenth century Alexius, grandson of the

last Comnenos to reign in Constantinople, was appointed duke of Trebi-

zond. He soon changed his dukedom into an empire, at least in name and

assumption. For two and a half centuries the " empire of Trebizond" led

an independent existence. Princes and nobles were very fond of polo, and

perhaps did less harm playing that game than the game of royalty. They
were a handsome race, and they lived in troublous times, which they made
worse for themselves by tlieir want of principle and their want of harmony

among themselves.

Katherine, " the most beautiful maiden in tlie East," daughter of the

emperor John, the Handsome, was married to Ouzoun Hassan (Long
Hassan), the chief of the White Horde of Turkomans. (The White Horde
means the possessors of the white sheep.) Despina Katoon, as she was

called, brought to her husband tiie sovereignty of Kappadokia. She was

permitted to retain her own religion, to have a chapel in the harem, and to

have a suite of Christian ladies and a priest. To tlie honor of Ouzoun
Hassan, he kept his agreement even after the empire of Trebizond had

fallen under Turkish rule. A play called " The Princess of Trebi-

zond " is founded on the romantic storv of Katherine.

TURKEY.
A BIBLE WOMAN IX SIVAS.

BY MRS. H. T. PERRY.

Previous to 1894, and during tliat year, we had but one Bible reader at

work the most of the time. The cholera broke out here in April, 1894.

The only physician of any especial distinction upon whom we were wont
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to rely, had been a political prisoner for nearly or quite eight months, so of

course was inaccessible. The masses knew not what to do, and were al-

most frenzied with fear. The Armenian Gregorian women betook them-

selves to a place of prayer daily at noon, and wildly called upon God for

mercy. Among them was but one woman who had ever done any Bible-

readino- work. She did the best she could to lead them at first, but it was

A TEACHER IX THE SIVAS SCHOOL.

(With her mother and brothers and sisters.)

too great a task. Some of our women who were accustomed to attend Prot^

estant worship went to these meetings, and helped to lead them. But we
continued our regular sisters' prayer meeting every Thursday afternoon at

the usual time, and in the usual way. These excited women would come

in and fill up our audience room in the chapel,—even after having attended
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their own noon meeting. They invited our Protestant sisters to their services,

and when anyone could go, or any number of us, we did go and help them.

Among those who had been instructed in earlier years in the mission

school for girls, but whose connection had not yet been severed from the

Gregorian church, was an unmarried woman in middle life. Several years

ago she was engaged to teach in one of our mission schools for girls, but

after teaching two years was obliged to abandon the work on account of dis-

eased eyes. Startled by the cholera, as were many others, and hearing of

the noonday meetings, she went. Seeing their extreme ignorance of con-

ducting meetings she wanted to help them. Through physical terror she

was led into giving herself wholly to the Lord for service. We believe the

consecration was sincere. She had, together with her father, a meager sup-

port from her brothers, who tiiemselves were growing very poor. Her
mother had died years before. She threw herself into this work with all

her strength, and God certainly accepted her consecration. Soon after this

she united with the Protestant church. Her eyes were healed ; her physi-

cal strength was increased, and for many months she was the leader of that

Gregorian women's meeting, always herself attending ours also.

Finally, tlie epidemic having passed and tlie fear having subsided, things

settled down, and in some way, without any eflbrt on our part, that meeting

merged itself in ours. By her unselfish devotion to the poor and sick, and

by her earnest efl'orts in behalf of these Gregorian women, this helper at-

tracted my attention. Mrs. Hubbard was in the United States, and after

consulting with Miss Brewer, I offered her the position of second Bible

reader in Sivas. Her face fairly beamed when she heard my offer, and she

exclaimed, " Oh, I love this work I
" You know what occurred in November,

1895. Since that time her work has been so largely interlaced with relief

work in Sivas, that it is difficult to separate them. For weeks after that ter-

rible twelfth of November, 1S95, this dear woman, lame for years, went un-

tiringly up and down our streets, sometimes accompanied by Miss Brewer,

and one of our lay preachers, and a zaptieh (given to us by the government

for our special protection), and ministered in spiritual and physical things.

Our pastor fell, as you already know, and Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard were de-

tained in Constantinople for several months. It was impossible for Mr.

Perry and Miss Brewer to do everything without, and my hands were full,

—

in the iiome at first, and later in looking after the sick. I had for many
months little respite from what crvstallized around me then, the Red Cross

work, and from which I yet am not wholly free.

As soon as possible Elmas Choyanjean resLuned her regular work, but

from the time of that fearful experience in November, 1S95, until the present
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time, her feet have never refused to enter the gates of the destitute, sick, and

suffering. She has kept no record of these voluntary visits, doing this work

as a matter of course, and not anticipating ever being asked to report on it.

Among her scholars who have received their lessons at home, have been in

all, possibly, two hundred different women and girls
;
though the average

number taking lessons at any one time during the last year and a half has

been but about forty. Her pupils are a changeable set, many of the girls hav-

ing become brides, who, as a rule, discontinue studying as soon as married.

''Elmas teacher" has for a long time regularly led two prayer meetings for

women and girls every week. These are in different wards of the city. She

is almost always found, also, at our Thursday afternoon meeting for sisters

at our chapel, and is always one of the most earnest speakers and leaders of

the whole number in prayer. Since Mrs. Hubbard accepted the superin-

tendence of the orphanages, the inmates of which now number nearly two

hundred in Sivas, besides nearly eighty in Gurun, this Bible woman has

encouraged her scholars—nearly all of whom are poor—to assist by their

labor in knitting, sewing, cleaning wheat, and doing many other things for

the orphans, thus giving service instead of money. Encouraged by the

Bible woman they have also contributed clothing and bedding to a prisoner,

who has endured a five years' incarceration.

The mother of the prisoner stoutly maintains that her son is innocent of

the charge against him. She has appealed to God for his deliverance, but

it does not come. The poor ignorant mother has taken a vow that she will

never lie on a bed again till she is heard for her son, and in consequence,

instead of resting upon her bed she is nightly to be found curled up on a

piece of old carpet, hoping thus to excite God's pity and obtain the answer

to her prayer, even the deliverance of her son from prison. These things

may be a little aside from mv theme, but in evidence of the ignorance and

superstition that prevail in many homes, let me tell you that only a few days

ago a poor woman living near our Girls' Orphanage, in whose house a rela-

tive was about to die, took a rag tliat had been "prayed over" by a priest,

tied it around her toe, came into the Orphanage and walked into every room

in the house (this being a place of " good works"), with the hope of gather-

ing up enough miracle-working power into that rag to heal her sick friend.

Miss Zenger, the Swiss lady in charge of the Orphanage, discovering what

the woman was doing, promptlv set her own little foot solidly on that rag.

Of course this broke the charm ( ?), and naturally enough the man died soon

after.

Some time ago a priest undertook to break up one of the weekly prayer

meetings led by our Bible reader. She was holding her meetings in a school-
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room, the use of which had been granted us by the Gregoi ians,—a room

adjoining one of the Gregorian churches. This priest appointed a meeting

for women on the same day and hour, to be held within tiie church building,

where our sister had no permission to lead a meeting. She quietly held on

her way, having her prayer meeting with the school children only for three

weeks. But on the fourth meeting day her friend the priest found himself

deserted. The women all came back to our Bible reader, saving, " W^e can-

not understand anything the priest says." No further attempt has been

made to hinder her work there.

Ah, dear ones in our beloved home land, there is no joy like the joy

of soul-winninof ! The Swiss ladies who came one year agro in November
to assist Mrs. Hubbard in the orphanage work, are two of the happiest

women I ever saw. They are alread\' using the Armenian language com-

fortably, and during the past two months twelve of the girls under their

care have been converted. Some of the boys, also, have given their hearts

to the Lord. In this work of bringing these souls to Christ, Mr. and Mrs.

Hubbard and the native helpers have, no doubt, had a full share, so all

are rejoicing togetiier.

There is another grand opportunity awaiting the highly favored young

women whom God is surely calling to come from the United States to take

charge, for Christ's dear sake, of our Girls' Boarding and Day School. No
high degree of scholarship is needed ; but a consecrated spirit, a loving-

hearted and patient teacher, is needed. Oh 3'ou dear young woman, to

whom the Master has been saying,—as to Peter of old,—" Lovest thou

Me.^" and to whom you liave sincerely made answer, "Yea, Lord; thou

knowest that I love thee," do you not hear him saying, " Feed my lambs.'*"

Will you not trust God, and join our happy little circle, in order that you

may help to sow and reap in this field, where surely a harvest of souls awaits

the faithful worker?

EVERYDAY LIFE IN THE SCHOOL AT ADABAZAR.
BY MISS MARION E. SHELDON.

In order to put yourself in the place of a teacher in the Armenian Girls'

High School in Adabazar, it is necessary to form some idea of tiie general

routine, and of the things tliat would fill your time, excite your interest,

and appeal to your sympathy.

The rising bell rings early, but the time will prove none too long if it is

your turn to go to the schoolroom at half past six for silent time. As you

look about during tliat fifteen minutes, you may see some who read the
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Bible and bow their heads in piayer, but, as you watch, you fear that

spiritual things find but little place in the heart, though they are carefully

obedient to school rules. There are others wlio really feed on God's Word,
and lift their hearts to him. Their faces tell it. Tlie watchful teacher

sometimes notes a new one added to that number over whom she can re-

joice. You can find abundant suggestions for your own petitions for the

girls as you watch them during this morning hour.

The interval between breakfast and eight o'clock is a time for seeing those

who may be ill, and for the numberless little things to be done before going

into the schoolroom. Often a girl comes to ask for some needed article,

and occasionally one or another calls on an errand. If the caller chances

to be one of the trustees of the school, or a member of the church commit-

tee, the time, perhaps, proves all too short to ask and answer questions about

a meeting recently held. It may be 30U are eager to knovV whether the

owner of the building to be purchased will give possession before the open-

ing of the next school year. Or, if speaking of clnuch matters, you wish

to learn what arrangements have been made for the pastor's ordination

and installation. Who will take part in the services? Will the present

audience room begin to hold those who will wish to come? Is there any

hope tliat the government will allow the rebuilding of the chapel?

After the bell rings you are busy with classes, or the preparation for

them, until twelve, unless there is a bit of housework demanding your at-

tention, or you manage to find time to look in for a few minutes at the

children in the kindergarten.

Noon brings vou to the dining room, and it is not strange if the conver-

sation turns upon the work in hand, for almost the only time in the day

when you and your associates are alone together is when you meet at

table. It mav be that before the afternoon session vou are beginnino^ a

long-delaved letter, or have taken up some sewing, when you see a number

of Turkish women coming up the front path. Some family has guests,

and thinks to entertain them by bringing them to see the school. You can

speak but few words of their language. Most of the conversation must be

through an interpreter, and it is not easy to see that you are doing anv good

by the sacrifice of your free time, though you may get some discipline in

obeying the. command, "Be courteous."

The afternoon session commences, and if vou are happv over good

lessons one hom^, you mav be disheartened the next bv some pupil who
does not do nearly as well as she might ; and be even more sorry for an-

other who does try, but has not the mental power to fully grasp the studies

undertaken.
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Perhaps you had a glimpse of the post during the fitteen-minute recess,

but more likely it is not until after four o'clock that you have opportunity

to find out wliether the longed-for home letter has come, and to read those

that have. One is from a former pupil, who is teaching in a place

where she has many trials, some of which she relates. She asks for a

few cards to give as rewards to her pupils, and wonders if vou have for-

gotten her, because your last letter was written so long ago. You decide

to look up the cards, and write her, if possible, that very evening, for you

know she needs help and encouragement. But so do you, for another letter

has been opened, and you read that there is no hope that the young lady

about whom you have asked can be induced to go to Adabazar. If it is

not your turn to stay for an hour in the schoolroom during the evening,

you may be able to write the promised letter, and prepare for the classes

of the morning ere you seek your rest.

The next day brings a succession of callers, for it is understood that on

Wednesdays, when part of tlie time is given to sewing, there are fewer

classes than on other days, so it is easier to find some teacher at liberty.

One comes to ask about her daughter's progress, anotlier simply for a

social call, a third talks about the mothers' meetings and their plans of

work, while still another tells of sickness and po\ertv in some household,

and asks aid for the sufterers.

On some other day comes a fimeral that you attend. As an illustration

of circumstances that will afiect you deeply, let us take a single case.

There was a family consisting of a man, his wife, and four ciiildren. The
eldest was a girl, and the mother, by great self-sacrifice, kept her at school

until she graduated. The daughter was the one upon whom the whole

family came to depend. At length she married, and her husband came to

share the familv life. At the birtii of her first child she died, and the care

of the babe came upon the grandmother. Thev were once in quite com-

fortable circumstances, but about this time the husband lost his work and

the father had become very poor. They were not accustomed to ask help

of others, and disliked to do so. Later the mother took cold while caring

at night for one of her vounger children, who was ill, and her cold set-

tled into pneumonia ; but because thev were alreadv owing the doctor, they

did not call him until the day she died. Imagine those at the funeral,—the

father, the son-in-law, a son, a young daughter, and the little grandchild,

besides the one lying ill upon a bed on the floor, with a bit of bread and

two pieces of dried meat put within her reach. Does not your sympathy

go out to them ?

Saturday is alwavs a busv da\'. In the morning there is housework to
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do, and the little things crowded out on other days. The afternoon you

will usually spend in making calls; for it is the teachers' aim that at least

one of them shall call every year at the homes of the day pupils and of

the graduates living in Adabazar, as well as on the families of the trus-

tees of the school. There are other places to which you go to return calls,

or because of cases of sickness or death, or to give your congratulations on

account of the birth of a child, or the engagement or marriage of a son or

daughter.

Sunday brings a morning service at ten o'clock in the chapel, in the

afternoon Sunday scliool, followed by a second service, and at the school

the meetings of the Christian Endeavor Societies. During the day you may
find opportunities for personal conversation with individual girls. These

talks are often clierished memories both to teacher and pupil, opportunities

to explain difficulties, to make the way to Christ plain, and to incite to

higher living. The things mentioned, outside of the usual routine of classes,

might not all occur in any one week, neither are they more in number
than often do come up.

No male missionary has ever resided in Adabazar. There are nominally

three American ladies in the school, but one being now obliged to remain in

the home land, the need for some one to assist those who are there is very

pressing.

INDIA.

''A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING."
BY MISS IIATTIE L. BRUCE.

The plague has wrought havoc amongst us this year, but in exchange for

two Christian children taken away, a young Mussulmani woman has been

committed to our care. I was seated one evening before a tiny tent pitched

at the base of our Mission Compound. Its occupants had been sorely

bereaved by the plague, and I was trying to comfort them as they returned,

desolate, from quarantine camp. Just then a note was handed me, signed

by the native Christian doctor in charge of one of the plague hospitals. It

read as follows :
" Here is a woman who was brought to this camp infected

with plague, and is now recovered, and ready to be discharged. But since

she has no home, there is every possibility of her falling into lier former

bad habits, and being ruined. I asked her if she would go to the mission-

aries, and she has consented to do so. Will vou kindly come down and

see whether you can do anything for her?"

It was nightfall, but my father and I hastened away to the hospital. The



"A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING. 253

doctor called his plague patient, whom we could not well see in the dark.

She prostrated herself at our feet by way of introduction
;
then, when we had

bidden her rise, answered all our questions satisfactorily. What was her

name.^ Chandbi. Caste Alussulmani. Had she any friends? Prac-

tically none. What of lier husband.^ He had cast her ofl^. How long had

she been wandering about Satara.'' For the past \ear. Did she want a

chance to reform, and become a decent, self-respecting woman? Was she

willing to live among the Christians? Yes, more than willing. It was for

this that God had raised her up from the plague. Otherwise would she not

have died? My father and I both felt that wliatever the responsibility of

taking such a person, the responsibility of refusing her woidd be heavier.

Plague hospital officials and patients had been listening to our conversation,

and we realized that we must get her away at once if at all. The doctor

may have been the only one amongst them who would not prefer to give her

a shove back into the slums rather than lielp her toward Christianity. In

such an exigency he had to let her accompany us home that night, commit-

ting to us the remedies and disinfectants that still needed to be used. We
asked if an errand-boy from the hospital miglit come along with a lantern,

but even tiiis, for prudence sake, was disallowed us. So she walked home
alone, behind our tonga, and we were able to place her in the little quaran-

tine tent, with the Christian family, who like herself, must be kept under sur-

veillance for a while.

The next day Chandbi was not presentable, for many reasons. By Friday

evening she was ready to attend her first Christian service,—a young peo-

ple's prayer meeting. Telling me her impressions of the same, on Satiuday

afternoon, she said :
" I sat there so cozy and comfortable I It was differ-

ent from anything I had ever heard before."

" Could vou understand what was said? " I inciuircd.

" Yes, a little," she answered.

" What was the leader of the meeting talking al)out?"

" I could not understand him !

"

" Could you understand me? "

" No
;
you spoke so low I could not catcii your words."

Well, n-iy brother spoke loudly. Tell me if you understood him."

''Yes."

" What did he say ?
"

" I remembered till vou set me to ofrindins: this noon, and then it all went

out of my head."

" Surely you must recollect something—try to think what that woman
said who sat near vou."
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"Oh, yes. She said, 'Why sh.ould we do wrong? Why should we
sin?"'

Tiiis, then, had been her first lesson in Cliristianity.

With Monday morning Chandbi commenced attending school in our com-
pound. There is a famine girl of about her own age, wlio keeps her in

countenance among so many little ones. Her heart is set upon learning to

read, and she has aheady progressed half way tlirough the Marathi alphabet.

She is verv eager, as she enters upon a life that is reallv worth the living.

Christmas festivities meant much for her, and in a way I think she accepted

the " good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people." Now, when
I ask who inclined her heart to come to us, she reverently answers: " God.

Else would he have healed me of two bubos?"

"Do you pray to God? "

" Yes, the words come hit or miss, but still I pray. My caste people

call out, ' Christi, Christi,' to me sometimes."

"Does it make you feel ashamed?"
" Xo

;
why? What is that to be ashamed of? I'd rather they would

know at the first than find out later, and I could not keep it from them long

if I tried. For I liave come here to stay."

Thus we talk togetlier, simpl}*. A dear, responsive girl she is, whose

heart the Lord has touched.

W^liat of the doctor to whom Chandbi owes her chance of a lifetime? We
fear he has lieen a very unpopular man of late. Complaints against him

appeared in one of the local newspapers, and a petition was prepared to the

collector, asking for his removal from his post. But either this was never

sent, or no notice has been taken of it. He sends tlie following additional

particulars regarding tliis alleged "breach of neutrality" case: Chandbi

was brought to the hospital, Xov. 13, 1898, in one of the municipal carts

which are used for carrying the refuse of the town. The patient having been

picked up from the gutter, in an unconscious state, was kept under observa-

tion for three days. It was not until the fourth day that she came to lier full

consciousness, and was able to relate her story. Then slie gave an idea of

her forlorn and helpless condition. She had no friends to care for lier.

During the montli that she was under treatment at the plague hospital she

was fed, clothed, and nursed bv us. Throughout this critical time not a

single soul of her caste, or any other caste, ever looked in upon her, or made
inquiries as to whether the poor creature was dead or alive. She was dis-

charged from liere on Dec. 15, 1898.

Satara, India.
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KINDERGARTENS IN TREBIZOND STATION.

BY MRS. M. P. PARMELEE.

In imagination let me transport my sisters of the home land to the shores

of my beloved Black Sea this evening. Look out at our north windows and

see a charming spectacle—a fleet of seventy brilliantly lighted small boats.

These pitch-pine torches are designed to attract certain kinds of small fish,

and lure them into the net. Doubtless the fishermen now and again have the

experience of Simon, whose net ''broke." Jesus said to Simon, "From
henceforth thou shalt catch men." To-night I ask myself what I am doing

in the way of fishing for men ; what liglit I am setting by which to lure men

into the gospel net. The psalmist says, " Tiie entrance of thy words giveth

liglit."
\ . .

In my beautiful kindergarten iiere in the Mission House forty to fifty little

voices declare that "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou

ordained strength," and many familiar proverbs and appellations come to

mind which contain the wisdom of experience, if not that of Solomon. Let

us make a kindergarten chain of them.

I believe that not a few good men and women will arise by means of your

assistance, dear sisters. Am. I not satisfied? Not at all. We must have an

American kindergartner ! .

When on one of the latter days of the old year I prayed, as per our beauti-

ful Daily Prayer Calendar, for forgiveness for my " slowness of faith, and con-

sequent failures in the work," it dawned upon me why she is not already here.

A seaboard town is considered a discouraging field of labor, but at Ordoo,

our interesting outstation one hundred miles west of us on the seacoast, the

(255)
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gospel nets have not been set in vain. Eight or nine hundred evangeHcals,

as they Hke to be called, more Greeks than Armenians, a kindergarten newlv
opened for Armenian children, a devoted Bible woman for work among the

Greek sisters,—this is what you are doing there, dear sisters. The American
kindergartner wiio is to come to us will spend some portion of her time at

Ordoo, but her chief work will be to prepare teachers for all this region, so

that we can sing,
" Out in the highway, out in the byway,

Out in the dark paths of sin,

Go forth, go forth, with a loving heart,

And gather the (children) in!"

and mean it, too. Very glad I am to be able to show you, also, the faces of

the few Ordoo children who are favored with kindergarten privilege, and also

the face of good Kiria Sophia.

If tov^ard half a hundred little Trebizondees do not appear in the

picture, you must set down the deficiency at the door of mumps, or scarlet

fever, or smallpox. The latter is not the dreaded visitant here that it is in

the Western world, and yet I agree that "where ignorance is bliss, 'tis folly

to be wise."

I have been asked when I began to so " enthuse" over the kindergarten.

Mrs. Sarah B. Cooper, in her report of the Golden Gate Kindergarten

Association for '93, says, "The loss of children should make all otiier

children sacred." I must break with Mrs. Cooper in the use of the word
" loss," but it is quite possible that I waked up to the inestimable value of

the kindergarten when two of my little ones went

. . . . " unto that school

Where they no longer need our poor protection,

And Christ himself doth rule."

And if any other inspiration were needed, it is to be found in the above-

mentioned report. Noble, far-seeing woman ! She received the kingdoni

of God as a little child, and has entered therein, and multitudes of little onc«

shall rise up and call her blessed.

"Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we
faint not." Pray for us.

THE KINDERGARTEN IN CESAREA.
BY MISS FANNIE E. BURRAGE.

Besides continuing our kindergarten in Cesarea, we lioped to have one in

Talas. We had made some search for suitable rooms when the news came

that our one experienced teacherj a Greek girl, was engaged to be married.
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Seeing that it would be impossible to superintend two schools about four and

one-half or five miles apart, with inexperienced teachers in botli places, be-

sides conducting a training class, I decided to employ my four pupils of last

year's class as teachers in the Cesarea school. This enabled me to supervise

their work more carefully, and also to take in more children. Up to January

1 8th we had eighty names on our list, but owing to cold weather and sickness

we have had an average of perhaps sixty during the last two months. These

children were divided among the teachers according to their ages and abilities.

There are fourteen of the oldest children who will probably leave the school

in April or May. Our baby class is a very interesting one to watch as they

develop day by day. It was very hard for some of them to be separated from

their mothers, and during the first days there was much crying and struggling

to get away. But after the little ones were once subdued and became

interested in what the other children were doing, it was surprising to see how
quickly they became attached to the school, and perhaps would be the first

ones to make their appearance the following day. Some of these were very

dull and stupid when they came, scarcely saying a word, nor wishing to do

anything. It wasn't long, however, before we saw them playing with the

others, choosing some game, or making some pretty thing with their blocks.

The other day I was looking at some pictures the children had made on

their slates. As I looked at one I thought there was nothing but meaninor-

less lines on it, but with the teacher's aid as interpreter I found that there

was a stable with a manger full of hay and a chain which looked very strong.

The teachers take a great deal of pleasure in their little ones, and are much
encouraged in seeing their progress. We have just had a two weeks' vaca-

tion, and since then the teachers are full of admiration for their scholars,

telling how obedient and nice they are.

Before the Armenian Christmas, which comes January i8th, the children

were busy making presents for their mothers, and learning Christmas songs.

They also listened to the story of the birth of Christ, and learned to recite

many of the Bible verses about it. Then on January loth we had an enter-

tainment, to which we invited the mothers. As our room was small and our

children many, we could invite but few others. The children sang songs,

and recited their verses. The shepherds, wise men, and angels were repre-

sented by some of the boys and girls. As the youngest children recited about

the multitude of angels, a curtain was drawn and ten little girls were seen

dressed in white standing in pyramidal form. These sang an angel song.

As has been our custom in the last few years, we had asked the children

to try to earn some money at home and .bring it at Christmas time to help

some poor child to come to school. A few days before the entertainment
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some brought their money to me tied up in little rags or in paper,—some one-

cent pieces, some one-half cent, and some about four and a half cents in value.

Others brought theirs that day, and while singing a song they dropped their

contributions on a plate. Some mothers in the audience sent up money for

their children, so the whole amount given was about one dollar and fifteen

cents. The most popular way of earning t-lie money was by bringing water,

or by pouring water on the father's hands when he washed. Others carried

wood, swept, etc. They were very happy in giving their offerings, and I

trust they learned new lessons about helping others. After this the presents

for the mothers were distributed, and pictures, with bags of candy and oranges,

were given to the children. With gymnastics by one class of cliildren our

exercises closed. The mothers were very grateful for all we were doing for

their little ones. They say that the children will repeat at home what they

have learned each day, and teach the neighbors' children the games and songs.

I have alluded abov^e to the sickness among children here in Cesarea. We
have been saddened by the death of three of our little ones,—two, a girl and

boy, from typhoid fever or from its complications, and one little girl who fell

from a roof, whicli unfortunately had no protecting walls around its edge«.

The boy and this girl were very bright, pretty children. As their mothers

told me about their singing the songs and praying as they had been taught in

the kindergarten, I could but feel that our school was exerting an influence

for good not only upon the children, but upon the parents as well.

Besides our week-day school we have a Sabbath school, which brings many
outside children, in addition to our own, under spiritual influences. This last

year w^e have had an attendance from one hundred and seventy to one hundred

and ninety each Sabbath.

HELPS FOR LEADERS.
THE NEW WORK IN ADABAZAR.

Leaders are already familiar with the plan by which we suggest from

time to time a temporary work, like the Smyrna or Cesarea Kindergartens,

Capron Hall in India, and the Foochow Girls' School in China. They need

only to be reminded that while such work is never undertaken by the Board

unless it is believed to be of immense importance, it is never the intention to

displace by it the pledged work which societies have already in hand. Many
children's societies prefer to change their work from year to year, and to such

the new object is offered, while it is also held out to all, old or young,

individuals or societies, as a channel for extra and unappropriated gifts.

We are glad to report the Foochow Fund as approaching completion. The
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end is, however, not yet reached, and there is opportunity for all who wish

still to contribute to this object. The work next to be presented is in behalf

of our school in Adabazar, Western Turkey Mission. Full information

regarding the work at this point and the need is given in a leaflet on '^The

Armenian Girls' High School at Adabazar," written by Miss Marion E.

Sheldon, to be had by sending an order with a one-cent stamp for postage to

Miss A. R. Hartshorn, 704 Congregational House, Boston.

We are fortunate in having close beside the present school premises a build-

ing unusually well adapted to meet the present need of enlargement. It was

built for a silk-worm cocooner}^, and comparatively few changes would be

necessary to adapt the large apartments to the purposes of schoolrooms and

dormitories. This building can be purchased and alterations made for

$3,500, but in order to secure it nearly half the sum must be paid down
September ist. The need for immediate action in raising and forwarding

funds for this purpose will be apparent. To enlist the interest of the children,

an attractive appeal and certificate of stock have been prepared. These may
be had on application to the above address by sending stamps for postage.

The appeal, which is in the form of a crescent, will be sent first. The
certificate, a star, so arranged that it can be easily attached to the crescent,

may be had when the money is in hand, and after being filled in may be

given to tlie little stockholders. A "Course of Twelve Lessons on Turkey"
is in preparation, and will greatly add to our fund of information concerning

that country. Each lesson is prepared b}' one of our missionaries to Turkey,

and may be considered the work of an expert on the subject treated. It is

expected that the price will be the same as that of the courses of twelve

lessons on China and India, five cents a copy. Attractive new mite boxes in

the shape of a bell may be had for the children's work free of cost, except

postage or express charges. If sent by mail they come under the head of

merchandise, and joostage on a dozen boxes amounts to ten cents.

irraps fi0m mx WLnxk %m\itt

Contributions for
THE Month.

It is with deep gratitude tliat we are able to report

a gain of $923.03 in the contributions for the month

ending April iSth, as compared with last year. This amount, including

the special gift before mentioned, makes a gain of $1,183.49 ^^^^ ^^'^^

six months of the year. May this give us courage for unceasing, strenuous

effort for a greater gain during the next six months, in order to meet the
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nearly $3,000 increase in our appropriations. If ea'ch one will do her

part prayerfully and earnestly the desired object can be accomplished. Is

there any one who will deliberately decide not to do her part.'* Let us

never forget that neglect often has the same effect as deliberate refusal.

Our Day Word comes to us of the very general observance of the

OF Prayer, day of prayer on April 12th throughout our constituency. A
heavy rain all through southern New England made the numbers some-

what less than they would otherwise have been, but all are reported as

gatherings of great earnestness and spiritual power. In one church it was
decided to continue the meetings weekly for two months, and a number of

requests for additional work show good practical results.

Historical Associations As we have been studying mission work in

IN Asia Minor. Turkey through the \Vinter, Miss Powers' article

on "Historical Associations in Asia Minor" is specially timely. It is pleas-

ant to associate with the ancient heroes ; the places become familiar to us in

oiu' mission stations and outstations, such as Smyrna, Magnesia (Manisa),

Nicomedia, Adabazar, Amasia, Zilleh, and Trebizond.

EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.
FROM MISS THERESA F. HUNTINGTON.

Harpoot, Turkey, March 13, 1S99.

I do not know why the Lord w^as ever so good to me as to place me in

this most delightful of missionary circles, among these glorious mountains,

with such opportunities of work about me. My chief duty now is, of

course, to study Armenian, bnt it is astonishing how easy it is to let other

work crowd that into odd moments and evenings.

I believe that the account of any one day, a Sunday, for instance,

would give you a better idea of my life and work than anything more

general. I went to early morning service, which just now begins at

seven, though it is fast creeping with the sunrise to an earlier hour. I

slipped off my muddy overshoes very carefully outside the door of the small

school building, where all our church services have been held since the

burning of the. old church. I had to pick my way cautiously to the mis-

sionaries' corner, in order not to step upon the men and boys crowded close

together upon the floor. The women sit on the other side. When I first

came here I found the smell of garlic rather unpleasant, but I scarcely

notice it now. The service lasted about an hour, and everyone sang most

heartily, the little orphan boys, who sit together, fairly roaring. The
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music is not beautiful, but it is spirited, and every one, even the smallest,

takes part in it. I am just now one of those who sing with the spirit, but

not with the understanding, for I can pronounce the words of the hymns
without knowing the meaning.

At eleven o'clock came Sunday school. Miss Ellsworth has charge of

the Sunday school for the kindergarten boys and girls and the jDrimary

girls, while I am responsible for the Sunday schools for the older girls.

Most of our college girls are teachers for the younger ones. Every Friday

I conduct a Sunday-school teachers' class, with the aid of one of the teach-

ers who understands English, but on Sunday my part is as yet small. I

wish you could peep into the room where the girls from eight to fourteen

meet. It belongs to the Gregorian church, and is the place where they have

held their services since their church was blown up three years ago. To
reach it you must find your way down a very dirty, slippery hill. It is

usually necessary to scatter away a company of chickens gathered before

the door. Once through the rude, low doorway, you see .close by the

shelves filled with shoes,—such shoes!—big, coarse, flattened at the heel,

turning up at the toe. It is a mystery how each child recognizes her own.

The room is low and dingy, and upon the walls hang a large crucifix and

other paraphernalia of the Gregorian church ; but there are, too, some of the

large colored lesson charts which have been sent us from America. When
a teacher enters all the girls scramble to tlieir feet. The teachers sit usually

upon a little bench or stool, while the class crowd about on the floor. Such
bright faces and eager answers ! They utterly put to shame our American
children. Such choruses of yes and no, and such droll confusion and duck-

ing down of the head into the lap if I happen to smile at one of them !

These children love to own Bibles, and usually learn from three to twenty

verses a Sunday.

After Sunday school I went to a little half-hour prayer meeting for the

day scholars, led by one of the older girls. After the two o'clock church

service, which I omitted because of the multiplicity of meetings, I went

with Miss Hall to Pompish Leah's orphanage, in acceptance of a very shy

and halting invitation given me in the morning by one of the orphans. It

was a simple little meeting wdiich they held. All, of course, sat on the

floor. A chapter in Daniel was read, there was singing, in which even the

babies joined, and some of the older girls offered prayer. The place would

seem poor and bare to an American, but to most of these children it is

Paradise compared with their former squalid village homes. Many of these

girls are dear, simple little Christians. At dusk the girls of the boarding

department met for a pleasant little service, in a room which is schoolroom,

dining room, or sleeping room, according to the time of day.
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from miss bessie b. noyes, madura, india.

March io, 1899.

This year our school opened with two hundred and forty on the rolls, of

whom one hundred and sixty were boarders. Afterwards the number of

boarders increased to one hundred and eighty, besides the six resident teach-

ers and two cook women. Every inch of dormitory room has been used,

and our sixth class recitation room as well. The new temporary room in

Otis Hall has been indispensable. We are always more crowded the first

two months of the year than afterwards, because all new girls must be

admitted in January, when the school year begins, and the old class of normal

students cannot leave until the first of March. The government inspectress

then comes for her annual inspection of the whole school, and afterwards

spends two or three days in examining the normal students for teachers' cer-

tificates. This year twenty girls were thus examined, and left early in

March, so that our household is again reduced to one hundred and sixty

girls, and eight others, mostly schoolmistresses.

We have been very mucii pleased at the results of our examinations held

by the Indian Sunday-school Union on the Sunday-school lessons for the first

half of 189S, the results of which have only lately been published. This ex-

amination was voluntar}', and only a few of our girls wrote for it, but of those

who went up, four received prizes and three certificates of merit. The first

prize in all India was taken by one girl who received ninety-three per cent

of the total marks, and the others closely followed her. In some classes the

results of the Bible examinations have been disappointing, so that we were

especially glad of this evidence of Bible study.

Last Sunday was Communion Sunday in Madura, and several of our girls

united with the church. Eleven joined the church last November. Last

month the Madura Christians and many of the workers from outstations had

the great privilege of hearing Mr. Meyer, of London. He was in Madura
two days and a half, and conducted several meetings a day. I am sure all

who heard him must have been quickened to a new spiritual life.

You will, I am sure, be sorry to hear that there have been a few sporadic

cases of cholera in Madura on our own mission compound. One was a little

ten-year-old girl, one of our own day scholars, who died on last week Tues-

day. On Wednesday one of the women studying in Miss Swift's Bible

school died in Indiana Hall of the same disease. A little child of another

student there was attacked, but has recovered. Miss Swift was with the

woman for some hours, and that night was herself attacked. We have been

very anxious about her, but she is reall}' better, and pronounced out of

danger. She has suffered very much and recovers slowly.
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FROM MISS C. H. PRATT, MA RDIN, TURKEY.

At Midyat I found our dear Illie mourning for her lovely old mother, who
died only a few days before my arrival. Everybody called the old lady Aunt

Susie. She had been a Christian for a long time, and was always very happy

in Christ. I had often heard her say, " I thank God for this grace he has

shown me." All the Midyat church loved her. She could not get out to

meetings because of her feebleness, but enjoyed talking of spiritual things

with the church members, as they with her. Illie says, " Her death has done

more for this people than all my preaching."

Not long before my visit to Midyat a young man, a Jacobite, neared death

after a long illness. It was midnight, and he seemed to be dying, but re-

vived ; his breath became longer, and he began to talk. He said, "The
Lord has sent me back to give you a message ; I do not know whether I

have minutes, or hours, or days to be with you ;
" and then for two or three

hours he gave the people who crowded in messages of grace and salvation,

frequently exclaiming, " O the precious blood of Christ." Twice his brother

said to him, " You are tired ; " and, again, You used to be bashful ; how can

you talk thus fearlessly?" He answered, "I shall be offended with you;

Christ has sent me with this message, and you wish to prevent my giving it.''

A Catholic priest came in and said, " Call upon Mary and her beloved Son."

Stretching out his arms he said, " I will call upon him whose arms were

stretched on the cross for me thus ; when did Mary ever endure anything for

me.'"* ''Take this medicine," his brother said. "No; Christ has given

me medicine for my soul ; it is all I need," he answered
;
and, again, with

his hand over his heart, " I have Christ in here." He lived about two days,

and at last looked up and said, "Christ is coming; see him through the

window and the door ; move aside ; let him come," and died. I went to call

at the house of a relative, and as he told the story over again, that miserable

mud hovel, with a fire in a depression in the center of the floor, seemed like

the gate of heaven. Such an incident as this encourages us to sow bounti-

fully and beside all waters.

Maalia Meerza, a white-haired, vigorous old preacher, is working among
the villages about Midyat. He spent three evenings in Karabi Ata, and

the house was full every evening. The women seemed to be most impressed,

and said :
" Come, let us all become Protestants. This is the truth of God.

Until now we thought the Protestants were infidels ; now we see you have

the truth. Truly salvation is through Christ. There is no other." In the

village of Habab about fifteen people gathered to listen. Some accepted

what they heard, and some opposed, saying, " There is no salvation except

by fasting, the intercession of the saints, and the ministry of the priests."
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Kullaat Murra is an hour's ride from Mardin, and I have often worked
there by going in the morning and returning at night. One spring I took

my bed and food, and spent two or three nights, but it did not seem to pay,

and I thought I should never do it again. Not long ago, however, the

Lord put it into my heart to go and spend a few days and nights in Kullaat,

and I found the people more receptive than usual, and in special need of

labor, as the Catholics were making a strong effort to turn all the Jacobites

over to their faith. So I went about. among the Jacobites, warning them

against the Catholics, while the new Catholic priest warned them against

the Protestants.

Five or six Jacobite houses requested that we have an evening meeting

with them, but after two trials we returned to our original plan. The
Lord used our work to bring back to the Protestant service a disaffected

brother, and to rouse a religious interest which cannot leave souls just

where they were before. Some Christians at home think that the .Ameri-

can Board has done its duty by these nominal Christians, and that their

money would better be spent on more fruitful fields, but they are wrong.

The Lord still works among them, and when he is ready to have them left,

he will make it plain to his missionaries here. The great ruling classes are

yet to be reached, and the Church must watch for the opening of that door,

while praying and doing all her duty by those within reach. Even if these

Christians are not saved, they must be faithfully warned until their day of

grace is past, and the Captain of Salvation calls his workers to other fields.

THE BIBLE LESSON.

BY MRS. S. B. CAPRON.

Prayer: John xv. 7; Romans viii. 26, 27.

The life hidden with Christ in God is strengthened and freshened by

much searching for hidden treasures in the blessed Word. This always

leads the soul on to desire to bring its own needs to one who has so much to

give, and who is so approachable and ready to give. Our risen Lord in his

own wonderful simplicity has given us our lesson :
" If ye abide in me, and

my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto

you.'*
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We well know that our lite in Christ Jcbiis is sustained by his words,

which he says are spirit and life. Who would not seek that they dwell

richly ! He plainly states that we shall desire to ask, and that He desires to

give in answer.

We know also that God knows faith wherever, whenever, and however

he finds it. Such answers to a j>i\ayer of faith seem often a surprise to the

one who receives the response to the petition desired. The love of the great

Heavenly Giver flows forth ceaselessly. The affluence of riches is so great

that even a little faith becomes the recipient. This being so, what shall we
say to the prayer of the Father's dear child into whom has entered the life

abundant of his dear Son, and in whom the Holy Spirit has his indwelling!

As a prelude to our second selection there is a beautiful progression of

thought. We note the words, ''Children of God," "glorified together,"

glory which shall be revealed in us," '' earnest expectation," ''glorious lib-

erty of the sons of God." This leads us on to such intense desire to be free

from our present limitations of body, that groaning is the nearest fitting ex-

pression. Shining through this comes blessed hope, which anchors the soul

to patient waiting.

Now comes that assuring word '> likewise," and we have the great work
which the Holy Spirit is doing in this temple of our body. And is His de-

sire for us so great, entering into the movement of our souls with their long-

ing, that the word groan can be used of him also.'* How much, then, must

our Heavenly Father value prayer when he would add to it a pleading be-

yond our capacity and comprehension ! With what assurance may we in-

vite, indeed, urge, this Comforter to join us in our hour of prayer, that it

bring what Divine Love most desires to give ! And then when some special

longing is borne in upon us, what a serene restfulness to know that this also

is the mind of the Spirit.

Let us also note that the mind of the Spirit is always toward the will of

God. Not our own joy, or peace, or comfort in receiving what we ask, but

a steadfast resting on Him who knows what is best, and will do what is best.

We come out from longing, groaning, and conscious lack of our own
power in prayer, into the shining of the words, "We know that all things

work together for good to them that love God." We turn back to the pres-

sure of our daily lives saying within, "This is the will of my Father in

heaven concerning me."

Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same

is my brother, and sister, and mother.—Matthew xii. 50.
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HOW CAN WE UTILIZE THE SUMMER MONTHS IN
MISSIONARY WORK?

There are women whose time outside of that occujoied by home duties

is devoted to the work of the Woman's Board ; the missionaries, the general

officers, secretaries, and those Branch officers whose thoughts are busied all

the year round with the problem how to kindle and keep alive among the

women of our churches an interest in the conversion of the world. If this,

question is asked by them, I should answer jiromptly. Put the whole subject

out of mind, except during your pra3'ers. "Thy kingdom come on earth "

should be the daily }x;titIon of every Christian, but during vacation hours let

missionaries and other j^rofessional workers in this line drop that which is

their employment during all working daj's ; let them " loaf and invite their

souls," rest their bodies, recreate their minds, or stimulate their spiritual

natures. If they study, let them investigate such of God's works as need no

conversion,—the birds, the bees, the flowers ; and if they feel the need of a

spiritual uplift, let them look within, and seek the renewed conversion and

consecration of their own souls.

If this question is offered for the consideration of our auxiliary societies,

mission bands, and clubs, it may be noted, in passing, that there are a few

missionary societies made up of such devout women, or situated in such quiet

and retired places, that they hold their meetings with regularity every month

in the year. Those city churches whose members generally are too poor to

take vacations, and many country churches, have no summer need to intermit

their monthly meetings. Such meetings are in themselves recreation and

refreshment to tired housewives and mothers
;

they put the dwellers in

secluded districts in touch with the outer world, and bring distant countries

near.

During the summer months, however, some variety and freshness can

be introduced into the monthly meeting. A neighboring society of the

same or another religious denomination can be visited or invited to a joint

meeting to the benefit of botli. A missionary vacation journey can be

planned and studied so as to bring much of the pleasure, with none of

the discomforts, of the actual trip. It is during the summer, too, that

the country missionary meeting can often be enlivened by tlie presence

of helpful strangers visiting or boarding in the neighborhood, if only

some thouglitful member of the society takes the trouble to invite them.

Let the summer meeting be more informal. A missionary picnic, lawn

l^arty, or an evening gathering might be substituted for the regular after-

noon session, the fathers and brothers being invited. Only a short pro-
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gramme should be attempted, in which several should take part, with much
singing of missionary hymns, in which all can join. A table might be

arranged with missionary objects, pictures, or products of missionary lands
;

a Japanese fan, a paper cutter, coffee, tea, condiments, spices, the simplest

domestic objects that are brought from far, arranged and labeled according

to the country that produced them, will provoke inquiry, and a bright show

woman should explain and offer missionary tracts and literature to the visitor.

Refreshments, however simple, always add to the general enjoyment.

It might, too, be well, where meetings are held all the year round, to

relieve the leader, during the vacation months, of the responsibility of pre-

paring the programme. Let others do the work for at least two meetings,

and so give the faithful president of the auxiliary respite from that labor.

She will resume her work with all the greater zest for the kindly con-

sideration.

Societies that take a summer vacation usually omit the July, August,

and September meeting. I have even known some that have a name to

live that make their vacations as long, if not longer, than their working

season, closing, perhaps, with the March meeting, and beginning with Oc-

tober. As it takes one or more meetings to get an organization into run-

ning order, they must labor assiduously to accomplish anything. Such so-

cieties have no wish to achieve any summer results. But any vacation-

taking auxiliary might wisely adopt the plan of encouraging each member
to read at least one missionary book during the summer, and to present a'

report of the work at the first autumn meeting. Some leaders, too, have

increased their funds by the "talent" plan; a small sum of money being

given to each member at the closing meeting, which amount she is expected

to invest and improve during the vacation months and return "with usury"

in the autumn.

During vacation leaders of meetings can arrange programmes for the

year; write friendly missionary letters to such women of the church as they

wish to interest, whom they can the more readily beguile by asking their aid

in the planned work.

Let the individual member write to some missionarv of her branch, ask-

ing for no reply. Let her carry with her some needlework designed for

sale or for a missionary box. I know one kind-hearted woman who pre-

sents her vacation work of this sort to the mission band of her church, that

it may be included in their autumn sale ; and every member of a band that

raises its money by the sale of needlework or other handicrafts should make

her summer vacation fruitful of large results for her mission circle.

But, above all things, effectual, fervent prayer can be offered during the
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summer, the prayer calendar can be more closely followed up, the neglected

missionary duty can be performed, and some act of special self-denial can

swell the funds of the treasury when autumn brings the workers once more
together. Susan Hayes Ward.

Newark, N. J.

It is, perhaps, safe to say that nine out of every ten w^omen who carry

the cause of missions on their hearts, are carrying on their shoulders at the

same time all the load of daily duties that they can stagger under. They
are the mothers of families, the heads of households, the hard-worked older

sisters and aunties, the teachers, the breadwinners whose time is not their

own, and in many cases the summer months will mean longer hours, harder

work, more irregular family life, more stitches to take, more dishes to wash,

more rooms to keep in order. Plainly, no hard and fast rules can be laid

down, and no suggestion will be of help if it involves a great outlay of

time, or. strength, or money. It is a comfort to bear in mind that "the Lord

knoweth our frame ; he remembereth that we are dust." And yet something

may be done in the summer months by a willing heart.

In New England, where our Woman's Board has most of its auxiliaries,

the summer-boarder question must be reckoned with. Hundreds and thou-

sands of our members will be somewhere else than at home during this

summer. It would be liardly fair or desirable to ask them to give their

yearly subscriptions for missions except through their own home churches
;

but in what countless other ways than the giving of money they can help

the cause if they only will! It is of no use for them to plead, " I go into

the country to rest." Nobody can rock on a piazza all the time. To rest

rationally means something besides lolling and sleeping. Often the rest we
need is to have our minds lifted out of their narrow ruts, our thoughts

directed to wider horizons, our attention turned to entirely new subjects.

Our bodies, as well as our minds and souls, will revive under such a change

of food and occupation.

So the first word to the woman going out of town for the summer is,

"Take at least one book with you bearing on missions, some well-known

hero's biography, some study of missionar}^ needs and openings in our new
possessions; and take one other that perhaps bears but indirectly on the

subject,—some standard work that you've always meant to read, and are

ashamed that you haven't. If needs be, compel yourself, by a daily stint

of pages and a bookmark, to read them both through while you are away
from home." I perspired through Stanley's two volumes one sweltering

week in August, with his maps pinned on the wall for handy reference, and
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forgot my own discomfort in his terrible privations, and have had a special

interest in Darkest Africa ever since.

It is such an awful waste of time and energy, to say the least, to read

only ephemeral novels all summer long, and we are always so ashamed that

we have done so. We say, " I should never have read the silly thing, but

it was lying around." Then have a good book lying around, and see how
.many fellow-boarders will dip in and read a little, how you will all get to

talking about it, and some bright woman, who has never cared for such

things before, will be astonished to discover what interesting books she has

been passing by.

A decrease of mission circles was deplored at our last Woman's Board

meeting. Can't we lend a hand here this summer? In small churches and

scattered neighborhoods, the summer is the best time to start mission work
among the young. Here is a chance for the young summer boarder, the

school or college girl, the teacher or brain worker, who doesn't want

to see a book for a month." She can gather the children of the neighbor-

hood, boarders, and all, and with all the power that education has given

her, and all the resources which she has, remembering her church and Chris-

tian Endeavor vows, she can interest the children in some mission field,

organize them, get them to work, set them to picking berries, digging flag-

root, and wheeling babies to earn their money, and perhaps arrange for a

musical or a reading, or a sale of kodak pictures and paper dolls, which will

help them to their first few dollars.

Summer boarders too often fall like a blight on a country church. But

we are talking now about a Christian boarder, already somewhat interested

in mission work, and of the way she can utilize her summer months for the

work of the Board. Here are two good mottoes for summer use: "Such
as I have give I thee," and " She hath done what she thought she couldn't."

She can search out the nearest auxiliary, and encourage the faithful few who
are sustaining its meetings, join in their prayers, contribute some paper or

information that has already done duty in her home society, and warm lier

own heart with Christian fellowship. Or if there is no auxiliary and yet a

Congregational church where there ought to be one, she can ask herself,

"What would the Lord have me do?" and answer it by using all the tact,

and energy, and grace she possesses to help the members of that church

make a beginning in organized mission work.

But perhaps we live in the country already. Perhaps we receive the

summer boarder, and take care of her. Perhaps our outing must come, if

at all, after schools begin, after children are back at college, or at work,

after relatives and friends are gone. Perhaps the debilitating summer
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months must be spent at home, with the same old round of duties. All the

more we need some mental stimulus or diversion.

That woman is poor indeed who doesn't have some social life. There
will be a neighborhood " afternoon," or a church society," or a reading
circle, or a club of some sort, and right here is another chance. Those
who have wrestled with Browning or medieval art all winter, might get

a great change, to say the least, by reading such books in the summer as
^' The Life and Times of Dr. Hamlin," or " Mrs. Paton's Letters," or The
Bishop's Conversion."

What more invigorating subject for a reading circle to master tlian the

present Chinese problem, with that keen, old, upstart empress holding the

world at bay? This is not a missionary subject in itself, but it makes a fine

basis for missionary interest by and by. That the men wear queus, and
the women bind their feet, is about all that some people who call themselves
intelligent know about a great empire. Even if there are women in your
club who are not of your church, subjects such as these appeal to all who
want to keep abreast of the times.

And if there is nothing else that we can do, we can see to it that our own
meetings are not neglected ; we can keep a mite box in sight for self-denial

offerings, and we can pray and claim the promises for those who in our
stead have gone to the ends of the earth to preacli the gospel to every

creature. Elizabeth G. Rowland.
Lee, Mass.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

John G. Paton: Missionary to the New Hebrides. Published by Flem-
ing H. Revell Co. Pp. 99. Price fifty cents.

This is the third volume of the Autobiography of the well-known mis-

sionary to the New Hebrides, edited by his brother, James Paton, of Glas-

gow. The two earlier volumes have been widely read, and have had a

great circulation, not only in Great Britain and its colonies but also in

America. The books have been translated, in whole or in part, into many
modern languages.

A frontispiece picture of Dr. Paton, aged seventy, shows that he has

grown old since he was in this country, but he has still the long and abun-
dant gray hair and flowing patriarchal beard which made him a conspic-

uous figure when amongst us.

The book consists of only two chapters. The first one is called "Round
the World for Jesus," and treats largely of his experiences in America and
Canada. The second chapter, entitled " The Home-Lands and the Is-

lands," brings his work for tlie New Hebrides down to the present date.

In the two closing paragraphs Dr. Paton makes an eloquent appeal to the

churches to " complete the pioneering work on the New Hebrides, bring

the gospel within reach of every creature there, and then set free your
money and your men to do tlie same elsewhere."
And last of all he rejoices and praises God if the record of his " poor and

broken life lead any one to consecrate himself to mission work at home or

abroad that he may win souls for Jesus.'* g. h. c.
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Other books received are :

—

One of the Two. By Charles M. Sheldon. Published by F. H. Revell

Coo Pp. 50. Price 30 cents.

Christian Science Examined. By Henry Varley. By the same pub-
lisher. Price 15 cents.

White Dandy; or., Master and I. A Horse's Story. By V. C. Melville.

A companion book to " Black Beauty."

SIDE LIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

Tlie month's periodicals are rich in valuable material for the studv of

Asia, especially China and Japan. The Indepeiident., May 4th, announces
itself as an "Asia number," and the table of contents bears out the title.

Among the numerous and tempting titles, referring to different phases of

Eastern development, w^e notice the general one, "The Eastern Qiiestion,"

by our eminent missionary. Dr. Edwin Munsell Bliss, who has spent some
years in Turkey, and is now connected with the hidependent.

If one would look further for information upon the far East, there are
" China and the Powers," by Lord Chas. Beresford, in the North A?nerican
Review^ May; "Chinese Pagodas," by A. W. Shufeldt, in the Overland
Monthly., May ; and "A Year's Diploinacy in Peking," in Littell., May.
A vivid picture of Bombay on the day of Lord Curzon's installation as

Viceroy of India, is briefly outlined in Scribner s., ^lay, by G. W. Stevens.

M. L. D.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.

June.—Cesarea : The Girls' School
;
Kindergarten ; Outstation Work.

July.—Mission Work in Brousa, Adabazar, Trebizond, and Sivas.

August.—Hindrances to Progress in Missions.

September.—Objects of Worship in Heathen Lands.
October.—The Medical Work of the Board.

MISSION WORK IN BROUSA, ADABAZAR, TREBIZOND, AND
SIVAS.

TOPIC FOR JULY.

A MAP is almost indispensable for these different mission stations. The
one on page 243 of this number may be made useful by enlarging. The
composite subject miglit be treated in tliree ways : i. A brief, comprehensive
sketch of each. 2. A detailed account of some one of them which might be
selected. 3. A generic account of what a mission station is and the work
done, drawing illustrations from tlie four stations mentioned. Tlie material

for either of these plans mav be found as follows : Brousa, (a) "Beginnings,"
see Missionary Herald for May and June, 1833, August, 1835, and April,

1S36, December, 1848 (first cliurch) ; "General Sketcli," in September, 1891 ;

(^) " Girls' School," in Life and Light for June, 1869, September, 1871,
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April, 1881, October and November, 1883 ;
{c) "OutsideWork and Results,"

Life AND Light tor November, 1884, March and August, 1889, June, 1892, ancJ

March, 1896. Adabazar, (i) "Beginnings," Missionary Herald^ April,

1842, November, 1846 ;
" Model Church," April, 1888 ;

" General Sketches,"

December, 1891, and September, 1896. (2) School, Leaflet, "The
Armenian Girls' High School in Adabazar" (free), and Life and Light
for March, 1887, and on page 249 of this number. Trebizond, " Begin-

nings," Missionary Herald for November, 1835, " Progress," October,

1837, December, 1S46, May, 1848, " Persecutions," July, 1883, and
May, 1884 ;

" General Sketch," June, 1892 ;
" Outside Work and Results,"

July, 1891 ; Life and Light for June, 1886, and June, 1889; "Kinder-
garten," see page 255 of this number. SiVAS, "Beginnings," Missionary
Herald^ April, 1852, and April, 1853, May and August, 1855 ;

" General
Sketch, March, 1893 ;

" Girls' Scliool," Life and Light for March, 1879,
May, 1881, February and March, 1882, May, 1890, March, 1892; "Bible
Woman's Work," on page 245 of this number. All references to be obtainedi

from Miss A. R. Hartshorn, 704 Congregational House, Boston. Early,

numbers of the Herald are ten cents each.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS
Receiptsfrom March 18, 1899, to April 18, 1899.

Miss Sarah Louisk Day, Treasurer.

MAINE.

Maine Branch.—Mrs. C. C. Chapman,
Treas. Bath, Central Cong. Ch., 23.30;

i
Blue Hill, Ladies' M. C, 2; Calais, Aux.,
27.05; Cape Elizabeth, Sec. Cong. Ch.,
Aux., 5; Castine, S. S., 5; Cumberland
Centre, Aux., 14.27: Portland,. High St.

Ch., Aux., 213.65, Mrs. Fenn, 50, Miss
Harriet A. Libby, 50, Miss Ernestine L.
Libby, 50, Miss Margaretta A. Libby, 50,

Miss Ellen H. Libby, 50, Seamen's
Bethel Ch., Aux. (of wh. 50 const. L. M's
Miss Ella M. Southworth, Miss Annie
C. Fairraan), 55.50, Second Parish, S. S.,

13.43, Union Meeting:, Miss Morrill's
birthday, 15.03, Williston Ch., A friend,
50 cts.

;
Westbrook, Aux., 20, C. E. Soc,

30,

Total,

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Lisbon.—Mrs: A. B. Taft,
Stewartstown.—A Friend,
New Hampshire Branch.—'Mrs. Allen L.
French. Treas. Amherst, L. F. B., 50;
Bath, Two friends, 4, Campton, Aux.,
16.05; Durham, M. B., 15; East Brent-
wood, C. E. Soc, 12.50; East Sullivan,
C. E. Soc, C. E. Day Off., 6; Hanover,
Susan A. Brown. 50: Harrisville, C. E.
Soc, C. E. Day Off.. 1.30; Jaffrev. C. E.
Soc, 8.30; Manchester, So. Main St. Ch.,
Miss H. .1. Parkhnrst, 50; North Hamp-
ton, Mrs. Abbie Gove (to const. L. M.
Mrs. Grace Washburn Philbrook), 25;
Plymouth, Aux., Memorial, 2, C. E. Soc,

B74 73

574 73

2 00
3 00

5, Jr. C. E. Soc, 1 ; Somersworth, Good
Will M. C, 6; Washington, Cong. Ch.,
1.67, 253 82

Total, 258 82
VERMONT.

Put7iey.—Mrs. A. S. Taft,
Fermont Branch.—Mrs. T. M. Howard,
Treas. Bellows Falls, C. E. Soc, 5.10;
Benson, Aux., 15.60; Berkshire, East,
C. E. Soc, 5; Fairfax, Mrs. Carrie E.
Beeman, 5; Johnson, Aux., 11; Mont-
pelier, Bethany S. S., 20: Northtield,
Aux., A friend (const. L. M. Mrs.
Marshall D. Smith), 25, C. E. Soc, 5;
Randolph. Centre, C. E. Soc, 2.76; St.
Johnsbury, North Ch., 31.44; Vershire,
4 ; Waitsfield, Home Circle, 5 ; Williams-
town, Jr. C. E. Soc, 2,

Total,

MASSACHUSETTS.

136 90

141 90

1 00A friend,
Andover and Woburn Branch.—Mrs.
G. W. Dinsraore, Treas. Andover,
Abbott Academy,M.Soc, 19.71 ;

Bedford,
Mrs. Smith and' others, 4; Burlington,
Aux., 4.50: Dracut Centre, Mrs. M. B.
Fox, 50 cts.; Lowell, First Ch., Miss

• Annie M. Robbins. 25; !\redford. Mystic
Ch., Anx„ A friend. 17.60; Wakefield,
Aux., 55; Woburn, North Cong. Ch., Jr.
C. E. Soc, 1.50, 127 81

Berkshire Branch.—Mn^. Chas, E. West,
Treas. Adams, Aux., 11. 3(»; Curtisville,
Aux., 10.55; North Adams, Aux., 10.50;
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Pittsfleld, First Ch., Aux., Friends, 25,

C. E. Soc, 10; Stockbridge, 13.95; Wil-
liauistown, Aux., 20, 101 25

Essex North Branch.—Mrs. Wallace L.
Kimball, Treas. Amesbury, C. E. Soc,
5; Georgetowu, Mem. Cli., 10.50; Grove-
land, 30; Ipswich, First Cli., Aux., 50;
Newburyport, Aux., 70; Powell, M. C,
10, Prospect St. Cli., C. E. Soc, 5, 180 50

Essex South Branch.—Miss Sarah W.
Clark, Treas. Beverly, Dane St. Ch.,
Aux., 25.85; Danvers Centre, First Ch.,
Aux , 6; Lynntield Centre, 6; Lynufield,
So.,11.50 ;

Marblehead, Aux. ,9.37 ; Middle-
town, Aux., 5; North Heverly, two
friends, 3; Peabody, So. Ch., 46.75;

Salern, So. Ch., Aux., 2, Y. L. Aux., 10,

Tabernacle Ch., C. E. Soc, 10; Swamp-
scott, Aux., 15..32, 150 79

Franklin Co. Branch.—TAiss Lucy A. Spar-
hawk, Treas. Greenfield, Aux. (const.

L. M's Mrs. S. W. Eastman, Mrs. E. M.
Russell, Mrs. L. B. Sparhawk, Mrs.
Josephine Cary), 100; Orange, C. E.
Soc, 10, no 00

Hampshire Co. Branch.—Miss Harriet J.
Kneeland, Treas. Enfield, Mrs. Ewing,
20; North Hadley, Aux., 15; So. Am-
herst, C. E. Soc, 10; Williamsburg,
Aux., 27, 72 00

Jforfolkand Pilgrim Branch.—Miss Sarah
a. Tirrell, Treas. Abington, Aux., 4.98;
Braintree, Aux., 6.65;' Bridgewater,
Aux., 30; Brockton, Aux., 122.64;
Cohasset, Aux., 34.63; Duxbury, Aux.,
3; Easton, Aux., 17; Holbrook, Aux.,
11; Kingston, Aux., 2.40; Marshfield,
Aux., 9.38; Milton, Aux., 29.05; Ply-
mouth, Aux., 21; Plympton, Aux., 3.75;
Quincy, Aux., 58.61; Randolph, Aux.
(of wh. 25 const. L. M. Miss Lutheja H.
Mann), 38; Rockland, Aux., 45.16;
Scituate Centre, Aux., 8; Weymouth
Heights, Aux.. 4; Weymouth, East,
Aux., 38.32; Weymouth, North, Busy
Bees, 75; Weymouth, South, Old So.
Ch., Aux.. 12, Union Ch., 53.25, Clark M.
B., 50; Whitman, Aux., 5.75; Wollaston,
Aux.. 49, 732 57

No. Middlesex Branch.—Miss Julia S.
Conaiit. Treas. AVestford, Aux., 9 50

Old Colony Bi-anch.—Miss Frances J.
Runnels, Treas. Fall River, L. F. M.
Soc, 346 60

Itandolph.—MifiS Abby W. Turner, 100 00
Springjield Branch.— Mrs. Mary H. Mitch-

ell, Treas. Holyoke, Sec Ch.. Miss
Grisell M. McLaren, 5; Ludlow Centre,
Aux., 6.80: Springfield, First Ch., Aux.,
15, Hope Ch.. Aux., 20. Mission Reserves,
10, Memorial Ch.. Aux., 18, Olivet Ch.,
Aux., 35.40, -So. Ch., Aux., 68.34, S. S.,
20. 198 54

Suffolk Branch.—Misn Myra B. Child,
Treas. Boston, Mt. Vernon Ch., Aux.,
54..50, Old So. Ch., Aux., 197. Hope
Chapel, Jr. C. E. Soc. 3.25, Park St. Ch.,
Aux., Miss Kimball. 2, Union Ch.. Aux.,
120; Briofhton. C E Soc, 3; Chelsea,
Third Ch., Cradle Roll. 4.50; Dorches-
tor. Miss M. L. Richardson. 30, Harvard
Ch., Aux., 10, C. E. Soc, 5. Pilgrim Ch.,
Aux., 9.7n, Second Ch., Y. L. Aux., 5,
Village Ch., Aux.. 100.07, C. E. Soc. 10;

J,
Newton Centre, First Ch.. Aux.. const.
L. M's Mrs. Albprt Harwood. Mrs. C.
W. Royce, Mrs. Frank H. Scudder, 75;

Newton Highlands, Aux., 24.68; Nor-
wood, Aux., 80; Revere, Fust Cong.
Ch., 2; Roslindale, Aux. (of wh. 25
const. L. M. Mrs. Vesta A. L. Ridley),
45; Roxbury, Immanuel Ch., Aux. (of
wh. 25 by Mrs. F. J. Ward .const. L. M.
Miss I. T. Tobey, and 25 by Mrs. James
Fisher const. L. M. Mrs. Edward E
Piper), 75, Walnut Ave. Ch., Aux., 102',

Y. L. Aux., 5; Somerville, Franklin
St. Ch., Aux., 34.50, Highland Ch., W
W., 5; Winter Hill, Cong, Ch., W\ M.
Soc, 17.62; Wrentham, Aux., 13, 1,032 82

Worcester Co. Brancfi.— Mrs. Minnie D
Tucker, Treas. Gilbertville, Aux., 7-
Princeton, Aux., 25; Southbridge, Aux.'
23.51; Sturbridge, Cong. Ch., C. E. Soc,
4; Westboro, Aux., 46.68; Worcester,
Central Ch., Jr. and Prim. Dept., 17 10
Old So. Ch., C. E. Soc, 20, Plymouth
Cli., Aux. (of wh. 25 const. L. M. Mrs.
Archibald McCullagh), 50, 193 29

Total, 3,356 67
LEGACIES.

Ifyde Park.—-Legacy Charlotte M. Allen,
Chas. H. Allen, exr., 300 00

^S'aZem.— Legacy Lucy M. Hodgkins, 50 00
Westboroiigfi.—Legacy Nancy A. Burnap,
F. E. Corey, admr., 50 00

RHODE ISLAND.
Providence.—Hattie V. Carpenter, 40
Rhode Island Branch.—Mrs. Clara J.
Barnefield, Treas. Kingston, Cong.
Ch., Aux., 3; Pawtucket, Park PI. Ch.,
Jr. C. E. Soc, 3.42, S. S., Infant Dept.,
5; Providence, Beneficent Ch., Aux.,
100, Central Ch., Mrs. Sutton, 5, Aux.,
15, Sp. Off., 50, Plymouth Ch., C. E. Soc,
6; Chepachet, C. E. Soc, 5; Saylesville,
Mem. Chapel, C. E. Soc, 3.50; Slaters-
vilie, Cong. Ch., Aux., 12.35; Tiverton,
Cong. Ch., Aux., Miss Caroline F.
liiown, 1, Miss Ann Brown, 1; Woon-
socket, Globe Cong. Ch., C. E. Soc, 12, 222 27

Total, 222 67
CONNECTICUT.

Bock i^a77s.—Martha R. Hubbard, 1 OO
Hartford Branch. — Mrs. M. Bradford

Scott. Treas. Berlin, Golden Ridge M.
C. (of wh. 25 const. L. M. Miss Matie
Deeble). 80; Bristol, Dan. of Cov., 20;
Collinsville, Aux., 43; Enfield, Aux.,
26.25: Hartford, Fii.st Ch., M. B., 58,

Pearl St. Ch., Aux. (^vith prev. contri.
50 by Mrs. Nathaniel Shipman const. L.
M's Miss Lucy O. Mather, Miss Marion
G. Chapman, and 25 by Mrs. C. R.
Burt to const. L. M. Miss Anna
P. Andrews), S. S., 41 04, Windsor Ave.
Ch., Miss Clara E. Hillyer, 1,000. M. C,
4.21 ; New Britain, So. Ch., Aux. (of wh.
20n Mem. Off. on 25th anniversary). 245;
Rookville, Miss Olive S. Hoyt,30; Teny-
villp. Aux., 20; Union ville, Aux., 4.40, 1 571 90

New Haven Branch.—Miss Julia Twining,
Tieas. Ansonia, Aux., 57.25, H. M.
Band, 10, C. E. Soc, 56.41, Jr. C. E. Soc,
11.78, S. S., 16.24; Bethany, Aux., 3;
Bethel, Y. L. M. C, 30: Bridgeport,
First Ch., M. B. P. Mem. C, 42.50; Clin-
ton, Aux. (of wh. 25 const. L. M. Mrs.
Elias W. Wellman). 36.36; Cromwell, Y.
L. M. C, 23 20; Danbury, First Ch.,
Aux. (of wh. 75 const. L. M's Mrs. Ugene
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Wessesls, Mrs. William F. Starr, Miss
Elinor ilrusli), 130, C. E. Soc, 39; Deep
River, Aux., 3, S. S., 3; East Haddam,
Aux., 10, C. E. Soc, 10; Falls Villaj-e, C.

E. Soc, 4.37; Guilford, Third Cli., Aux.,
30; Haddam. Aux., 4; Higgauum, Aux.,
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MICRONESIA.

EXTRACTS FROM MRS. FOSTER'S JOURNAL.

KiNAMUE, RuK, December, 189S.

Since I wrote last we have lost one of our best workers, and, I think,

the most consecrated Christian we have on our place. You will remember
tiiat when mother and father came to Ruk, the first couple who came to

help them was Ruth and Kilion. They have been with us ever since, and

have decidedly grown in grace. Ruth was one of our best teachers, and a

most helpful girl about the house. She was sick only four days. We
thought she had brain fever. She seemed very near death on Wednesday,

and she was so glad to go, She kept talking about wanting to go up and

be with Jesus. She said to me : I'll go now, and by and by you and

Mrs. Price will come." She was very low Wednesday evening, but seemed

better Thursday morning, and we thought she might live. Her mother had

come over from a neighboring island, and was determined to take her home

with her. Of course that meant death for Ruth, but she did not care for

that. She wanted to take her avv^ay from us. About noon her brothers

came over to get her. She was determined not to go, and when I came in

after dinner I found her screaming at the top of her voice,—partly from

pain, and partly to keep them from talking to her. She was a little quieter

after I came. Again and again her mother told the men to take their guns

and shoot the foreign woman and Mr. Price so tliat they could take Ruth.

Finally Otis, her oldest brother, who was sitting beside her as she lay on a

mat on the floor, put both feet against her side and kicked her across the

floor, then took the pillow that had been under her head, threw it at Kilion,

and burst into a " roar " which he called crying. That is a specimen of the

"natural affection" of these people in a heathen state; and Otis is better

(277)



278 LIFE AND LIGHT. \_Juney

than the ordinary heathen native. I wished some of the people at home

who think these people do not need the Gospel,— I have met some of them,

—might have seen that, and contrasted it with the tender, loving care that

Kilion gave to Ruth all through her sickness. They finally went home
without Ruth, but took away her sister Clara who was married just before

the Star sailed. We had Ruth moved over to our house so that I might

care for her more easily. That evening she seemed very happy, and free

from pain; sang snatches of ''Mansions are Prepared Above," in English,

and " I Will Sing You a Song of that Beautiful Land," in Ruk, and re-

peated part of the first Psalm. I went to bed feeling quite hopeful about

her, but they called me at three o'clock, and it was plain at a glance that

she was going to leave us. She lingered until a little after three in the

afternoon of Friday, March 25th. I think the manner of her death has

made a great impression on the people here. They are so afraid to die,

and she was so happy to go. Friday morning a number of the boys and

girls gathered around her, held prayers, and then sang hymns for almost

three hours. It seems to us that we need Ruth here, but our Father has

seen fit to take her to himself, and we are so thankful to know that she was
prepared to go.

OUR MISSIONARY IN MICRONESIA.

One of our workers on Kusaie is Miss Louise E. Wilson, sent out by the

Woman's Board of Missions for the Pacific in 1893. She is a '' native

daughter," born in Sonoma, Cal. One of a large family of brothers and

sisters, she was early trained in the cares of home, as her mother died when
J^ouise was but thirteen years old. Up to that time she had not professed a

special love for Christ, but soon after-she became an out-and-out Christian,

earnest and faithful in the duties laid upon her at home, and active in church

work. One of the older members of the church says, *' Louise will do

something great with her life, as she took such a hold on everything from

the very beginning of her Christian life."

Her special training for the work she has since taken up was in the min-

istries to the sick in her neighborhood, and in her regular attendance on

church services, walking the mile between home and church alone, if neces-

sary, even in the winter evenings, but not allowing anything but illness to

keep her away. Her sister writes of her faithful work, " It seems as though

God intended her for his service, and was preparing her for the greater work
he has given her to do."

When at last the clear call came to her to leave home and friends to go to

the far-off' Pacific islands she joyfully responded, willing to go even to a most
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unattractive field, sure that the Master whom she loved would go with her.

She sailed on the Morning Star in the summer of 1893, reaching Kusaie July
3d. The school is for both the Gilbert and Marshall islanders, brought to

Kusaie from their homes because of the greater healthfulness of the climate

for the missionaries, and also because of the real scarcity of food on some of

the other islands. Besides, it would be difficult to keep them from heathen

influence if they were at their own homes, so tiiey are all brought to Kusaie

and taken on the Morning Star to visit their friends when she makes her

inter-island trips. Most of the girls in this school, as well as the boys in the

iboys' school, are children of Christians, and care is taken to select only the

imost promising. They are trained with the specific purpose of becoming
i teachers to their own people. In this way alone can these islands be Chris-

'tianized and civilized. There are only about five hundred Kusaians, and

4 they have native teachers and preachers trained by missionaries.

Miss Wilson's special work is among the Gilbert girls. She found it quite

: difficult at first to master the language, and writes of the prayers of the girls,

O Lord, you know she doesn't know our language very well ; hasten the

time when she will be very wise in speaking it." This prayer shows their

childlike simplicity of faith. At another time she heard them praying, ''O
Lord, she is not very well; help her body to get well and strong.'* This

habit of prayer is developed by the rule that the girls should go to their

rooms directly after lunch to study the Sunday-school lesson, and have

prayers together. Their consciences seem to be very tender. Often after

some little disobedience or annoying carelessness in the lessons or work they

will write little notes asking forgiveness, and promising to do better. On
one communion Sunday ^liss Wilson writes : Since dinner there has been

a continual knocking at my door, and as fast as one girl has gone another

has come in. There seemed to be a great searching of hearts and an earnest

desire to go to the table of the Lord with pure hearts and clear consciences.

They are good children, and the more I see them the better I love them.

These quiet talks, when they come for comfort or advice, draw me nearer

and nearer to them. They are very childlike in confessing their faults

Some are of small importance, others of greater, but they seem to have the

true idea that to keep back or try to hide even the smallest fault is sin.'

Another proof of the reality of their changed lives is in the eagerness with

which they wish to pass on the glad tidings to others who have not heard of

the Saviour who has come to them. There is a King's Daughters Society

in the school which meets on Sunday. At this meeting a box and a good-

sized basket form an important part of the furnishing of the room. The bdx

IS for money contributions, and the basket to receive their handiwork of

crocheted 4ace,^ braided doiW hats, necklaces of red seeds or shells. These
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are sent up on the Star to be sold and the proceeds come back to this society.

The money, too, they earn in various ways. At one time Captain Garland

gave them the Star washing. It took them nearly a week to do it, but they

were happy as possible because earning money for their mission box. One
year the box contained thirtj'-five dollars ! Five of this they gave to the

Morning Star, five to "their father and mother" (Captain and Mrs. Gar-

land), "to remember their children with." The other twenty-five dollars

they sent to the Board for mission work outside Micronesia (foreign

missions), and the missionary adds, " Every cent has a prayer with it from

the girls' hearts." Does not the generous giving of these girls, just emerg-

ing from the darkness of heathenism, shame many of us in this Christian

land, who have not risen to their level of self-sacrifice, and joyful, loving

devotion to the Lord—their Master and ours.'*

Miss Wilson's duties are many and varied. The girls study reading,

spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, and the Bible, and in the afternoons

are taught to sew, making their own clothing and that for the boys' school.

But not only is she teacher and " mother," but often surgeon, physician,

counselor, and matchmaker. It is very necessary that the young men and

women should be married when left as teachers on their home islands, both

for the example of a Christian home and because of the inevitable tempta-

tions that will come to them. Some of the stories are very amusing, as

when the young man comes to her for advice concerning which girl he had

better ask, and the young woman refuses to say the wished-for " yes " till

assured that Mother Wilson approves.

But all the stories are not amusing ones ! In writing of a trip to the

Marshall Islands she tells a sad story of the yielding to temptation of some

of their boys and girls who had been left at home. She says: "It is true

they are weak, but God alone knows what they have to contend with. At

times it makes my heart sick, and almost makes me wonder who will have

the reign over these isles of the sea, God or Satan." "When a person

stands firm and does not fall, it shows the wonderful keeping power of

God." But in the midst of many discouragements there is much for which

to be truly grateful, as one by one these dear girls come into the light and

learn to trust Christ as their Saviour. ISIiss Wilson speaks of several with

special love and commendation. " I thank God for these young, conse-

crated lives. Do you think it is hard to leave home and friends and live in

this far-away land when we can have a part in saving and helping such souls

as these.'* No ! I say a thousand times, no ! God is so good to me, and I

am so happy ! The past year has had much of joy and much of sadness,

but our Heavenly Father's care has been over us, and we know in whom we
have believed." m. g. h.
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I AM THY SHIELD.

BY MRS. A. S. HARDY.

" Now I have been telling you about these outward troubles, but I could not tell of the inward peace

and comfort that a faithful God kept giving us all the time. The words, ' I am thy shield,' were in my
mind, and how true tliey proved thro' the fire and all thro' that week."—i:xlraci from letter Mrs. Gates

wrotefrovt Ilarpoot, Turkey
,
ajter the massacre of Nov. iith, iSgj.

" Where will be our supper, mamma?"
Asked the frightened, weary child.

" It may be in heaven, darling,"

And the mother softly smiled.

Round her were the Moslems raging

—

Turk and Koord, with fire and sword;

—

How could she, a fragile woman.
Answer with such calm, sweet word.''

Plainer than the hissing bullet,

Nearer than the inob's wild yell,

Heard she words divinely tender:

" I'm thy shield!" and all was well.

'Mid the horrors of the carnage

Drew that little band apart,

Sat with Christ in heavenly places,

Promised peace in every heart.

E'en the Turk must long remember

Those who waited, calm in faith;

And the holy martyr-spirit

Beareth not the fruit of death.

(281)
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Pray in faith, O band of Christians!

Thou hast proved the Lord thy shield

;

Thou shalt see what glorious harvest

Holy martyr-seed shall yield

!

Other prayers with thine are rising

—

Earth is circled with one prayer !

—

And the promised day is breaking,

Rays of dawn are everywhere.

In His time the Lord doth hasten,

Wheels the nations to their post,

Martyr-souls that have ascended

Called he to his conquering host.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.
Under several dates, beginning August, 1898, and ending in November, Miss Anna

B. Jones, of Constantinople, writes :

—

At last in this lovely spot (Brummana, Syria), with a rare combination

of sea and mountain scenery, I find time ta write you, my often remembered,,

but shamefully neglected, friends.

A religious conference of Christian workers was the magnet that drew
me here to the Lebanon, and when in this region who could resist the

temptation to visit Jerusalem and its environs, Damascus and the grand

ruins of Baalbec? We have just returned from a most delightful and profit-

able eight days' stay in Jerusalem. After the meetings here, which last

from the ninth through the fourteenth, we plan to go to Damascus and

Baalbec, and then home again to our work, which opens Sejotember 4th. .

. . In order to save money we took our own provisions, and would lay in

fresh bread and fruit at the various ports, or, if in port long enough, get

our meals ashore. . . . We have just come down this morning from the

mount of beauty and spiritual privilege. This has been a notable con-

ference,—the first held in this part of the world, and possible, I presume,

only in the Lebanon Mountains, which are under a sort of foreign pro-

tectorate. There have been as many as a hundred and fifty guests in

attendance. The harmony among all the various denominations repre-

sented was beautiful, and the intellectual and spiritual tone of all the

meeting very high. . . . We have had an unusually harmonious and happy

year. As far as I know, there was not one note of discord among our

teachers. Tiie number of pupils enrolled came up at one time to one hun-

dred and fifty. I trust that there is much good seed sowing done in tlie.
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hearts of these dear children. Every now and then we are ghuldened by

evidences of this. One of the Greek teachers and I were calhng at the

home of one of our Httle Greek girls, and the mother told us that one day

she had bidden Sophia to take her little brother away to another room, and

to say that she would give him some candy if he would go. Little Sophia

looked up in her mother's face and said, " We have no permission in our

school to speak lies. If you really will give him a piece of candy, I will

tell him so." The mother, while feeling rebuked, was evidently pleased

that her child was beins: so well taus^ht. You can have no idea how the

MISS ANNA B. JONES.

people of these countries are trained in lying from their earliest infancy ;

and in our school we do try to place great emphasis on the sin of decep-

tion. ...
The appeals for charity, though many, have been less than we ex-

pected. The entreaties to send fatherless children to the various orphan-

ages are the most distressing, for some have now reached their greatest

capacity. It does "squeeze my soul" [a Turkish idiom] to have either

to refuse pupils entirely after persistent appeals, or else screw them up.

to payment of the required amount.
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FROM MISS EFFIE M. CHAMBERS.

OoRFA, Turkey, Oct, 25, 1898.

This city is very old. Long before it fell into the hands of the Turks it

was a Christian city. From our roof we can count tlie miniirets of many
mosques which were the belfries of Christian churches before the conquest.

Its ancient name was Edcssa, which is preserved in the Armenian name
Yetessiah. It is not a beautiful city. The streets are narrow and dirty ; the

houses are dirty, and the people ditto. They seem, in general, to be afraid

of water ; but when they do decide to use it, such an amount as they do use !

It is astonishing to me how much they can use and how little effect it seems

to have on the general appearance of tlie people. They go to bath—tlie

Turkish bath—and steam, and scald, and soak themselves, till one would

think they would never get dirty again ; but in a little time it is as bad as

ever.

The massacre was very severe here, and there are many widow^s and

orphans left helpless. It is a great problem how to find employment and

school their children. The schooling costs but little, $3 a year being the

highest and fifty cents the lowest (for day scholars) ; but it is utterly beyond

some of these poor mothers to give even this small sum and clothe and feed

their children besides. We have, notwithstanding the poverty, many chil-

dren in the schools,—more than sixteen hundred,—but every day some poor

mother comes to me and says: " Oh, do let me put my child in school. I

can't pay for him, but I do want him to read."

We take none who cannot pay, or who are not paid for by some one else ;

so if I can find any one to pay for them, I take them in ; if not, I can't do it.

Nov. I, 1898.

The weeks do fly so quickly here ! I don't half realize where tliey are

going. The weather is still warm, and people are busy preparing tlieir

winter wheat. They use wlieat instead of vegetables, and they j^repare it

by boiling it in water imtil it swells, so the hull will easily come off'; then

they spread it in the hot sun and it hulls itself. Many kinds of vegetables

are raised here, but, in general, the people do not care for them, even

potatoes.

Things seem quiet here politically. We do not hear much of the world

at large. Anything bearing on the Eastern question is carefully suppressed

as dangerous literature.

Our work is going on nicely, only there is so much of it that we can't

begin to do it all. We are hoping rains will begin soon, for unless tliey do

water will be very scarce next year, as the springs which furnish our water
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supply are almost empt}'. All the water we have now is hrouc^ht in skins

(the "bottles" of Luke v. 37) to the door. We have no flowers here

except what we raise in pots. I have a pot of oxalis and one of callas that

are doing well. I sliall try to get some other plants if I can. They are a

great cheer when things get so dry.

[Yet the tulip, peony, hyacinth (both j'ellow and purple), crocuses, grape hyacinth,

mariposa lily, yellow jessamine, madonna flower, pheasant's eye, scarlet anemone,

cyclamen, and hosts of flowers cultivated in our land, are native in Turkey.— Ed.]

Under date of February 14th, Miss Johanna L. Graf writes from Mardin, Turkey:

—

Dear Friends : It is not the loneliness, nor the constant drain on heart,

and mind, and strength, nor the many difficulties in the way, that is hard to

bear in this land ; it is the fact that our sisters at home put the Lord and his

neglected children after other things,—trivial, luxurious things,—while

precious souls are left to go down into eternity without a thought.

STATEMENTS ADOPTED AT THE CHICAGO CONFERENCE.

The committee appointed to formulate the concensus of opinion as expressed

in the Conference of Branch Officers and the Executive Committee of the

Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior, held in Chicago, March t5th and

i6th, presented for consideration the following statements, which were adopted.

This Board is in full harmony with the American Board and co-operates

with it, but its work is distinctive and unique. It is the organized eflbrt of

Christian women in behalf of women in non-Christian lands, who can be

reached and uplifted only by woman. Woman's Boards were called into

existence by a desperate need which still continues, and which is met by no

.
other organization. Hence it is our judgment that the uniting of the Branches

of the W. B. M. I. and Home Missionary Unions would not be productive of

the best results to either the home or foreign work. .

The physical and spiritual oppression and degradation of women without

Christianity, their hopelessness for this life and the life that is to come, our

belief that womanhood must be elevated and protected before true manhood

can be developed, and that social conditions and national life can be regen-

erated only through the institution of the Christian fomily,—all these things

move us. But underlying and emphasizing these considerations we hear the

voice of our ever-present Lord, saying, " Go, teach all nations." Tiie words

are explicit, and enforced by the spirit and example of his whole life. Obedi-

ence to them is not optional, but imperative for every one who would be with
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the Master in love and service, for we must not forget that obedience is

his own appointed test of Christian discipleship, "If ye love me, keep my
commandments."

We believe that in carrying on the work that is committed to us, prompt,

efficient, systematic business methods should prevail in organization, in secur-

ing and paying pledges, in planning and carrying out auxiliary meetings, in

correspondence, in reports of treasurers and secretaries, and in every other

department.

It is urged that competent, wise w^omen be chosen as solicitors, and that

thus every woman in the c lunch and congregation be given an opportunity

to contribute. Also that notice be given by the pastor the previous Sunday

that these solicitors will call for this purpose during the week.

It is earnestly recommended that payments be made with regularity either

monthly or quarterly by treasurers of auxiliaries to State Treasurers ; also

that the books of secretaries and treasurers be kept in a business-like wa}^,

carefully preserved, and lianded down to successors in each auxiliary.

We recommend that a Dime Fund be contributed to meet the contingent

expenses in each Branch.

We also recommend a system of caVeful apportionment of work, from the

Woman's Board to the State Branches, from tlie State Branches to the

Associations, and from the associational officers under the supervision of each

state secretary to the individual churches.

We reaffirm the often expressed desire of this Board that every woman
in every Congregationa4 Church in every State of our broad Interior shall

become personally interested in this work, sliall acknowledge her per-

sonal responsibility, and shall be represented by her personal gift to the

treasury. We welcome the suggestion and use of every legitimate and

winsome method for securing the co-operation of those women who are

not now interested. We desire to express our appreciation of the invalua-

ble help given us by the expressed sympathy and co-operation of many pas-

tors, and we long and pray for the coming of tlie day when every pastor

will realize his responsibility to do all in his power to develop interest in

this important department of Christian work, and will recognize in his

Woman's Missiouary Society one of the most powerful factors in the devel-

opment of the intellectual and spiritual life of his church. We would sug-

gest that pastors be requested to present this, as well as other forms of

missionary work, to their morning congregations as the most effective way
of reaching the uninformed and uninterested.

Realizing the necessity for the disseinination of missionarv intelligence,

and especially for the increased circulation of Mission Studies^ the organ
|
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of the W. B. M. I., in order that interest in missionary work and contribu-

tions may be increased, we recommend :

—

That in each Branch a special Branch officer be appointed to foster inter-

fest in Alissio?z Studies; tliat she ask each associational officer for a definite

number of subscriptions, and that she constantly aim to enlarge this num-

ber of subscriptions.

That, so far as possible, the monthly missionary lessons in Mission Stud-

ies be used for auxiliary meetings.

That a more liberal use be made of missionary leaflets and timely news-

paper clippings on missionary topics.

That the wise use of missionary periodicals and literature be made a

prominent topic in all Branch and associational meetings.

And that in all ways we seek to add to our virtue, knowledge.

YOUNG people's WORK.

We believe that the Young Ladies' Society, organized especially for this

purpose, is the best training school in missionary work. Hence, in churches

where these now exist, or can be organized, they should be maintained for

the education and training of our future workers.

We believe in introducing the work of our Board into every Christian

Endeavor Society, and as there are young men as well as young women in

these societies, we believe the ideal method to be their training and con-

tributing to the work of both the American Board and the Woman's Board.

We deem it necessary that meetings should be held at least monthly, and

that week-day study or reading circles could be advantageously organized.

Knowing that the growth of our work is dependent on God's spirit moving

and teaching our young people, it is our belief that prayer cycles, based on

those of the student volunteers, would be of marked educational and

spiritual value-

WORK FOR CHILDREN.

We believe that in order to secure permanence in our work we must

faithfully follow our Master's word and feed his lambs. For the -children's

own sake, we must lead them to personal surrender to the Master and to

personal service in the Kingdom. For the work's sake, we must train our

future leaders and officers to knowledge, and interest, and giving. We
believe the Mission Band to be the ideal method for so doing. Where im-

practicable, we recommend diligent and wise supervision of missionary

eflbrt in Junior Christian Endeavor Societies and Sunday schools ; also that

a Superintendent of Junior Work for the missionary department be chosen

by the Auxiliary or Senior Endeavor Society.
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PRAYER AND GIFTS.

We desire to acknowledge our reliance upon God, and our realization

tliat only by coming into close communion with him through prayer, can we
have the wisdom, the consecration, and the spiritual insight tiiat shall give

us power in this work. Prayer in our auxiliary meetings and in our closets,

united prayer in the Sunday afternoon prayer hour, from five to six, will

bring us close to the Source of power. In that Presence our conception

of faithful stewardship will become more worthy and adequate, our gifts

will be more commensurate with our ability, and debt and retrenchment

will no longer be familiar words in all our missionary deliberations.

Mrs. a. L. Frisbie.

Miss Margaret J. Evans.
Mrs. E. M. Williams.

" Not a prayer, not an act of faithfulness, not a self-denying or kind word

or deed out of love to himself; not a weariness or painfulness endured pa-

tiently ; not a duty performed—but it enlarges the whole soul for the endless

capacity of the love of God."

—

E. 7>. Piisey.

" It is an immense help in any difficulty to say, ' I take thee. Lord Jesus,

as mv wisdom,' assured that he will not permit those who trust in him to be

ashamed."

—

E. B. Meyer.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. J. B. LEAKE, Tkeasuheii.

RKrEIPTS FROM MARCH 10, 1899, TO APRII. 10, 1899.

COLOKADO 267 41

ILLINOIS 3,468 28

Indiana 41 00

Iowa 363 21

Kansas . • 206 43
Michigan 304 90

Minnesota 2,026 84
Missouri 1,096 47

Nebraska 101 90
NoR'PH Dakota 22 50

Ohio . 609 13

South Dakota ..... lOl 08
Wisconsin 333 85
California 20 oo

Georgia 15 CO
China 25 00
Miscellaneous 66 76

Receipts for the month . . . 9,069 76

Previously acknowledged , . . 15,304 36

Total since Oct. 18, 1898 . . . $24,374 12

ARMENIAN RELIEF FUND.

Received this month .... 50 00
Already forwarded .... 43 04

Total since Oct. 18, 1898 ... $93 04

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS FOR SPECIAL OBJECTS.

Received this month .... 50 21

Already forwarded .... 203 86

Total since Oct. 18, 1898 . . . $254 07

Mrs. ALFRED B. WiLLCOX, Ass't Treas.










