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Contributions for With pleasure we report a gain in contributions of

THE Month. $1,464.99 for the month ending April i8th as com-

pared with last year. In this sum is included. a yearly gift of $1,000, which

was received in July last year. Aside from this we may rejoice in the gain

of $464.99, which a little more than covers the lack mentioned last month.

For the first six months of our financial year, aside from two special gifts,

there has been a gain of $129.97. In other words, the contributions are

about equal to those of last year. It is not our custom to mention our legacies

in these comparative statements ; since the amounts differ so largely from month

to month, no true comparison can be made until the end of the year. Last

year the legacies in the last six months were phenomenally large, and we
can scarcely hope that they will be equaled this year, and a special effort

for contributions is needed to supply the lack. There are yet six months

before us, and, although united action is most difficult in summer, much
can be done through individual effort. The needs of the work never have

vacation
;
they never cease to press upon us. Indeed, they come to us with

greater insistency and stress as the years go by, as the success for which we
have prayed crowns our labors. There are special ways of working in the

summer. Let us enter into them with faith and courage.

Our Work in Austria After studying the fourth topic in Vm C/irisii\

AND Spain. which dwells so much on the lives and labors of the

men and women in the Roman Catholic Church, it will be interesting to

consider the present work of our Board in* Spain and in Austria. We plan

to give large space to this work in our numbers for June and July.

The Children's Mission- Our annual children's missionary meeting was
ary May Festival. held in Berkeley Temple on the afternoon of

Saturday, May 3d. Instead of the erection of a building—the work pre-

sented to the children in previous years—our Junior committee have sug-

gested this year current work in different countries, viz. : Village schools

and rug-weaving in India, Bible woman's work in Japan, kindergartens

and the International Institute for Girls in Spain, and schools in China. At
the meeting these different interests were presented in an admirably arranged

exercise under the lead of Mrs. G. H. Hubbard, from China, Mrs. Abbie
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S. Burnell, from India, Miss Charlotte De Forest, from Japan, and Miss

Nellie S. Crandon, of West Newton, for Spain. An address on ''The

Children of Africa," by Rev. F. R. Bunker, of South Africa, was most

delightful, and listened to by the children with the most inspiring atten-

tion. Enthusiasm reached its height when he exhibited to them a " little

white African"—his own little Paul, who came to the platform and smiled

his greeting to his little American friends. It is a great satisfaction to the

-officers of the Board that these annual gatherings apparently lose nothing

of their attraction to the children in Boston and vicinity. The weather this

year was cloudy, with occasional showers, but this did not dampen the ardor

of the nearly twelve hundred children present. The payments and pledges

for the work presented amounted to $531,—a fine start toward the $3,000 it

is hoped to raise through the year. May our Heavenly Father bless the

children every one in tlieir work for him !

Missionary Dr. Mary A. Holbrook sailed from San Francisco April

Personals. 22d, for Kobe, Japan. Dr. Holbrook came to this country in

1S96 to accompany a missionary friend, who was broken in health and

needed her care, and has remained with her till this time. At the time she

came here the science department in Kobe College, of which she was the

head, was so depleted by the reaction against foreigners that it seemed best

to give it up for a time. Now, however, there is a strong demand for science

study, and Dr. Holbrook returns to resume her former place. Miss Fidelia

Phelps sailed for South Africa May 7th, in company with Rev. and Mrs.

Bunker, to take up her work in Inanda Seminary.

The Empress Dowager Against The decree concerning foot-binding,

Foot-binding in China. issued by the Empress Dowager of China

February ist, has been generally reported in this country as a prohibition

of the custom. A prohibition it was not,—the Empress Dowager expressly

stating that she had carefully avoided the words, " We prohibit," so that

dishonest officials and underlings might have no excuse for oppressing

Chinese subjects who might not immediately follow the decree, on the

strength that they were disobeying Imperial command. The substance of

the decree is that, as the custom of foot-binding among Chinese women is

injurious to health, the gentry and notables of Chinese descent are com-

mended to earnestly exhort their families and all who come under their

influence to abstain henceforth from that evil practice, and by this means

gradually abolish the custom forever. One of the early antecedents of the

Empress Dowager on the dragon throne did forbid foot-binding, but with

no better result than that the " golden lilies " are as beautiful to-day in the
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eyes of China's millions" as the}' were before the change of dynasty made
tlie natural foot the standard of beauty at court. Nevertheless, in issuing

this decree, the Empress is but falling into line with a movement which for

some years has been gaining ground among the gentry. This has un-

doubtedly been due to the wider knowledge and more thoughtful considera-

tion of such matters forced upon Chinese scholars and men of influence by

Western literature and the diligent efforts of the members of tlie Heavenly

Foot Society, an organization formed some years ago by missionaries and

others. The auxiliaries of this societ}' were multiplying rapidly in the

coast and Yang-tze River provinces at the time of the outbreak in 1900.

Possibly the Imperial sanction may give a new impetus to the work of this

society, but reform was sure to come. Of course all readers of Life and
Light know that Protestant missionaries have always used all their influ-

ence toward abolishing the custom of foot-binding among church members.

—Mrs. H. P. Perkins.

Was this in Your The missionary had finished her address at the

Auxiliary? auxiliary meeting. She had done her best, and a few

people seemed to be stirred. What followed?

The President: "We will now take up our collection to defray the

expenses of our speaker. Let it be generous. The last time we had a

missionary speaker the collection fell short of the expenses, and our

treasurer was obliged to make up the amount from her own pocket."

The " speaker" flushed painfully, but had no opportunity for remarks.

Treasurer : At the close of the meeting. " Oh, ]\Irs. F., we enjoyed

vour words so much ! Now what were your expenses?"

Speaker : Mindful of the previous shortage and the treasurer's pocket.

" My railway ticket was $1.23."

Treasurer : " Oli, n'as it? A dollar and twenty-three cents each way
would be $2.46, wouldn't it? Let me see what I have here. I am aw^fully

sorry, but we have only $2.30; would that do?"

Speaker : Effusively, " Yes, indeed ; that will do perfectly well."

On the train home she did a little sum in mental arithmetic : street-car

fares twenty cents, remembering with a shiver her long wait on a corner
;

lunch, quite a light one, twenty cents
;
shortage in railway fare sixteen cents.

She was out of pocket fifty-six cents.

Or this? The president met the speaker at the station with a carriage,

and took her home to dinner. After dinner she gave her a room to herself

for half an hour. This was such a boon, as she liad been on the rush since

daylight with housework and getting ready to leave the children for the day.
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The treasurer had looked up the railway fare beforehand, had calculated the

probable extras, and added a little for unknown contingencies, and secured

the amount from two or three friends. At the close of the meeting she

slipped an envelope into the speaker's hand with a word of thanks, saying to

herself as she turned away. Suppose she does have twenty-five or fifty

cents extra, what's the harm ?

MISS STONE IX BOSTON.

As was natural, our returned captive missionary made her first public

appearances in this country in her home church in Chelsea and in Boston.

A meeting of welcome under the auspices of the Woman's Board of Mis-

sions was held in Park Street Church, Boston, on Friday afternoon, April

iSth. Mrs. Judson Smith presided, and conducted the devotional exercises.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. L. Withrow, D.D. The welcome from the

Woman's Board was voiced by Miss Abbie B. Child, Home Secretary.

This was followed by a most hearty and appreciative address of welcome

in behalf of the American Board by Rev. James L. Barton. He read

from documents four conditions in the release of Miss Stone made by the

brigands: i. That, to protect the innocent villagers where the ransom was

paid, the time and phice should be kept entirely secret. 2. That any who
had known where Miss Stone was secreted during her captivity should

not be punished in any wav. 3. That Mrs. Tsilka should have the same

protection against the Turkish government as Miss Stone. 4. That the

messengers between the brigands and Miss Stone's rescuers should be

protected. Dr. Barton thought that men who asked nothing for themselves,

but who desired only protection for the innocent, were "well worth

saving." He also expressed the hope that after jSJiss Stone had been one

hundred and seventy-two days in the hands of her friends in this coun-

try, she would be in as good condition as after she had been the same length

of time with the brigands. Hon. S. B. Capen then supplemented the offi-

cial welcome in a brief address, dwelling upon the way in which Miss Stone's

experience had brought the world nearer together, and asserted that brigand-

iige must cease, and that the lives of United States citizens, whether missionary

or merchant, must be protected. Miss Stone's own address was thrilling in the

extreme, and quite unreportable. Twice during the meeting the large audi-

ence, completely filling the church, rose to greet her with the greatest en-

thusiasm. At the close of the public meeting about six hundred friends

^nd invited guests of the Woman's Board gathered on the seventh floor of

the Congregational House to meet personally the heroine of the hour, and
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to enjoy a time of social intercourse. The whole afternoon was most in-

spiring and enjoyable. Miss Stone's first appearance on the lecture plat-

form was at Tremont Temple, Boston, ISIonday evening, April 21st, and her

success was all that lier friends could wish. It was what they expected of

her, but they were none the less gratified by her success. The impression

on the general public is shown in an editorial in \hit Boston Transcript the

next evening :

—

THAT RANSOMED MISSIONARY.

" If you dropped into Tremont Temple last evening from motives of curi-

osity only, and with no particular sympatliy with Miss Ellen M. Stone of

Chelsea and Macedonia and the things for which she stands, if you had been

feeling of late that she was inclined to make merchandise of her sufferings at

the hands of the brigands over there in the hills of Macedonia, in spite of

yourself your mood changed before she had been talking fifteen minutes.

In the first place, you were looking upon the elegantly gowned figure of a

queenly woman in latter middle life. Strength, repose, determination were

all writ large in her open, cheerful countenance. The voice was that of a

gentlewoman, quiet, even, penetrative, agreeable. The first findings of your

critical eyes and ears at once gave birth to the thought, ' Why, this woman
would have adorned Boston society if she had not chosen to waste her best

years in the missionary business.' As slie w^ent on with her thrilling

recital you could not but admire the reserves in lier tale, as well as its admi-

rable literary form. Such effective use of English, such nice discrimination

in the choice of words, such entire absence of repetitiousness, one does not

often encounter in extemporaneous speakers. But it was far from being

parrot-like, memoriter work
;

moreover, did not harp upon the trials and

tribulations of those six months of captivity. You were not looking upon a

woman who had any desire to be considered a martyr or who regarded her-

self in that light. She had simply risked the chances of her calling, and

when an experience came to her that has been the lot of no other missionary

in the last hundred years, she had not whined about it then, nor was she

coming back to America to excite emotionally minded people by the story

of her recent woes. Lightly, indeed, on the whole, did she pass over them»

The simple narrative, it is true, made clear what anguish she and her com-

panion had endured, but she did not admit her auditors into the deepest

recesses of her own heart or project constantly into view the physical priva-

tions and the mental anguish of those terrible one hundred and seventy-two

days. So before her lecture was over you concluded that this ransomed

missionary has sterling qualities, that she belongs to the same class witli the

late Frances Willard and Lady Henry Somerset, and that in whatever
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unfortunate complications others may have involved her in this lecturing

undertaking, she is herself as free from guile and as unselfish as the noblest

lady in the land. If there are many like her in the mission field, you decide

to take a little more stock in the missions hereafter. If the vocation breeds

such dignity and poise and capacity, it may be a more intellectually enno-

bling calling than you have imagined it to be. You don't wonder that her

personality so wrought upon the brigands that however much they flour-

ished their revolvers before her they could never bring themselves to the

point of discharging them at her or at ISIrs. Tsilka. And you readily

believe the assertion now made at the rooms of the American Board that she

shaped to a large extent the negotiations on the part of the brigands that

finally brought about her release. So by the spell of a woman's voice and a

woman's presence and a woman's heroic career the most skeptical is likely

to be transformed from a critic into an admirer, and find himself at last

saying, 'There may be something in this missionary business after all.'"

A THRILLING SCENE IN THE CAPTIVITY.*

By the kindness of the S. S. jMcClure Company we are permitted to make
the following extract from ^Sliss Stone's first article in their magazine. Every

one of our readers will wish to read the whole marvelous narrative for them-

selves as it comes out month by month. On the second evening of their cap-

tivity she describes the following scene: "They led us to a doorway, and

through some dark outer space into a small inner room with one small

barred window. A light was brought. After the brigands had spread

down some cloaks for us we were left to ourselves. The horror of a

great fear fell upon us. What could they not do to us in that dark,

hidden spot? Why had they brought us thither? If we should be killed

now, no one in the wide world would know our fate. The darkness settled

into our very souls. We lay down in our corner, but no sleep came to

refresh us. After daylight we looked from the tiny barred window, but

could see only trees on a grassy slope. Though we occasionally heard

voices during the day besides those of the brigands, we could never see any-

one. . . . During the day three men came filing into the room. As they

seated themselves upon the ground, they filled all the space outside of our cor-

ner. They were heavily armed. Cartridges were upon their breasts, and in

belts around their waists. Daggers and revolvers hung at their sides. They
had left their rifles behind

;
but, as though tlieir present armament was not

sufficient to protect them against us, one soon went out and brouglit in three

guns, which he stacked in a corner. With trembling hearts under an exterior

which we prayed God to keep calm, we waited until they should tell us the

* See illustration on first page.
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purpose of their visit. Finally one, whom I took to be the leader, spoke

rapidly and roughly, telling us that they were highwaymen ; that among

them were many nationalities. He told us that they had taken us for money,

and should hold us until the ransom was forthcoming. ' If it is not paid,'

he said menacingly, ' there will be a bullet for you, and a bullet for her,'

—

indicating Mrs. Tsilka. We named him in our hearts ' the bad man,' and

so called him for many weeks, but not to the end. He warned us that if we
attempted to do anything for our own rescue, or anything that might endanger

them, they would shoot us instantly. . . . When I inquired the amount of

the ransom, the spokesman took an envelope and wrote upon it, and then

passed it to the next man, v^ho also wrote upon it, and gave it to a third,

who, after writing upon it, returned it to their spokesman. ' We have

decided,' he said, ' to ask twenty-five thousand pounds for your ran-

som, and we are prepared to hold you until it is paid ; or in case of

failure to pay it, there is, as 1 said before, a bullet for each of you, to let

people know that we are not men to be trifled with.' We were utterly

crushed with the helplessness of the position in which they had put

us. . . . Then they filed out of the tiny black room, leaving it filled

with the smoke from their tobacco, and the stench from clothes long

unchanged, and also with something worse, for a cloud of despair settled

into our very souls. Twenty-five thousand pounds ! One hundred and ten

thousand dollars ! It could never be raised. Why should they not kill us

at once.-^ So we talked with each other until our faith in God overcame the

fearful forebodings and comforted us. ' Our God reigns, and we ai'e still

in his hands. He can deliver us from even these toils. We will trust him

still.'"

PROTESTANTISM IX BOHEMIA.
BY KATE UPSON CLARK.

The great men and great industries of Bohemia have made it very famous.

The very name is full of poetry, and the picture which it brings to the mind

is one of intellectual art and beauty. A shimmer of irridescent glass is

suggested by it, and a vision of turbulent student life. The great university

at Prague has stood for ages among the foremost in Europe. The drifting

wrecks of literary genius are brought to mind by it also, and one thinks of

the old " Bohemian Club" of New York. Many of its members perished

miserably of strong drink, with its attendant vices, but their brilliant work
in periodical literature gave their wretched fate a tragic interest.

It is said that the name "Bohemian" was applied to roving literati

because of the gypsy character of their lives, and that gypsies usually hailed
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from Bohemia. Thus, the French word for a gypsy is Bohemieii. Others

say that under the reign of King John, of Bohemia, that country was the

refuge of the outlaws of all lands, particularly of scholars and writers, so

that the term "Bohemian" became almost synonymous with scholarship

and learning. The former of these explanations is probablv the true one.

JOHN HUBS.

The Boii, of whom readers of CcEsar's Commentaries hear so much, were
the first settlers of whom anything is known in Bohemia. They were of a

mild disposition, and were driven out or subjugated by the wild Slavs from
be3'ond the Carpathians. Their leader, Czech, gave his name henceforth
to the Bohemian people and their language. Thev were idolaters, and made
offerings to their gods in sacred groves in the dusk of the morning.
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The kingdom of Bohemia has been during nearly all of its history an inde-

pendent state, belonging to the great German Empire. For two hundred

years it has been a part of Austria. It is only about half as large as the

State of New York, yet it contains nearly as many people. Most of them

are Roman Catholics, but infidelity has a strong hold among them.

During the last quarter of the fourteenth century Richard II of England,

the son of the Black Prince, married Anna, a princess of Bohemia, and a

lively intercourse began between the universities of Prague and Oxford*

The teachings of the great and good Wicklifle were thus disseminated

throughout Bohemia, and a large body of believers in his doctrines was
gradually created. These quiet thinkers waited only for a leader to declare

themselves. ]Most of them lived pure and holy lives, and were deeply

troubled by the vices and corruption of tlie church and the clergy. Nothing

in all history seems more marvelous to the close student tlian that from the

darkness and wickedness of the Middle Ages should be evolved a movement
like the Reformation, with Wickliffe as its " Morning Star." The pessi-

mists of our own time who despair of tlie purification of our modern social

and political life may well take courage from the study.

One of the wonderful ways of Providence in bringing about the general

diffusion of ideas which was to blossom in the mighty uprising of the six-

teenth century, was this introduction of the works of Wicklifie into Bohemia

by the chance marriage of the young king of England with a Bohemian

princess. John Huss studied those works, and his intense soul transmuted

them into the wonderful doctrines which he preaclied for twelve years in the

Bethlehem Chapel at Prague. His elevated life and his Christlike spirit

gave him such a hold upon all the people, from the peasants up to the

queen and her nobles, that in this day one can hardly conceive how it

became possible for him to be so terribly tortured and to perish so miserably.

It is an awful commentary upon the intolerance of Rome, and the way in

which she crushed everyone who dared to differ from her. The superhuman

courage of John Huss, his unshaken faith and his spotless life, form a

chapter in the history of Bohemia which alone should endear her -to Protes-

tant peoples forever. When to his martyrdom is added that of the learned

Jerome of Prague, who, for refusing to say that the Council of Constance

was right in burning John Huss, followed his friend to the stake a year

later, one feels that to Bohemia—even more than to Saxony and Switzer-

land—we are indebted for the pure form of religion in which we now
worship. There is no more thrilling episode in the history of civilization

than the story of these two heroic men.

"After these arose," as the chroniclers of the Judges say, the great "one-
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eyed" Zizka. He, supported by King Wenzel of Bohemia, vowed to

avenge the death of Huss upon the false Emperor Sigismund, who had

promised Huss a safe conduct to and from the Council of Constance, and

had then basely deserted him. Zizka was never conquered, so the tale runs ;

and the account of "the Hussite War," which he waged for ten years

against Sigismund, forms one of the most exciting and romantic chapters of

the history of the Reformation, to which it properly belongs. At one time^

not long after Zizka's noble struggle, four fifths of the people were Protes-

tants ; but the Catholics gradually regained the ascendency, and then for one

hundred and sixty years there was a reign of terror, during which the popu-

lation of Bohemia was actually reduced from 3,000,000 to 780,000. Protes-

tants were slaughtered by the thousand. Bohemian literature almost ceased

to exist. The j^ersecuted sects had to conceal their Bibles, and were driven

to live in forests and dark holes in the mountains.

In 17S1 Joseph II of Austria issued a " decree of toleration," which al-

lowed Protestants again to live in Bohemia, where, little by little, privileges

have been granted to them, but to this day they are simply tolerated. There

are now more than a hundred thousand Protestants in the kingdom, but they

are comparatively feeble, and the obstacles in the way of missionary work
there are almost insurmountable. Popery, infidelity, and the natural con-

ceit of an old civilization, stand like lions in the path.

The oppression and poverty in which the Bohemians live has led to their

emigration in large numbers. There are now about half a million of them

in this country, largely in the West. Whole counties in Wisconsin are

peopled by them. Chicago and Cleveland contain considerable Bohemian
colonies, for whose salvation active missionary eflbrts are being made.

Among the noble men and women who have labored to evangelize Bo-

hemia have been the Rev. H. A. Shauffler, the Rev. A. W. Clark and the

Rev. E. C. Bissell, with their wives. Several of these devoted missionaries

gave their lives to the cause, breaking down under the strain of the work
and its peculiar difficulties. The story of Mrs. Shauffler's fidelity and intel-

ligent labor, terminating in her death at the early age of forty-two in 18S3,

is one of heart-breaking pathos, but full of inspiration and comfort to the

discouraged worker in other fields. The present missionary workers are

Rev. A. W. Clark and Rev. John S. Porter and their w'ives. At Brunn
there is a Home for Women and Girls, schools in Carinthia and Husinetz,

and twelve devoted Bible women. At Russitz there is an orphanage,

founded by the noble and godly Countess La Tour, who has been a most

efficient friend to our missionaries and to the native pastors. During the

last ten years much important evangelical work has been done in Bohemia.
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The publicity given to this later progress has made it very familiar to the

readers of this publication, which is only one of scores that are constantly

developing more and more a fruitful interest in our mission work all over

the globe.
»•«

SPAIN.

A VISIT TO GRADUATES OF THE INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTE.

BY MISS HARRIET W. MAY.

May I tell you of a trip made by Miss Page and myself not long ago to

visit some of our Institute graduates.-^ Our first night was spent at San

Sebastian, and the next morning we started at eight o'clock for Pradejon, and

traveled steadily until five in the afternoon, when we were put oft' at a

small station, with no village in sight, and the first part of our journey

was accomplished. We had been told that it was " the hardest trip

in all Spain," but it was made easy for us through the kindness of

the people we went to see. The second part of the trip began when we
were met at the station by a young woman, who walked up to us, and with-

out a question, simply with the salutation, tardes^'' lifted our heavy

bags and started o'^ down the road. For a moment I thouo^ht it reallv

would be " the hardest trip" if we had to walk the six miles between Lo-

dosa and Pradejon, but only for a moment, for we were led down an

embankment and into th.e house of our guide. There in the sitting room,

which was on the ground and next the stable, we found three women busily

sewing, and received a most cordial greeting from tiiem. In a few minutes

the husband and father came to announce our carriage, which proved to be

a tai'tana^ a curious two-wheeled vehicle with seats on each side over the

wheels. This was drawn by a mule, and after we had clambered in by

means of a chair, and the man who was to be the other passenger had

clambered in and seated himself on our bags, and had covered himself head

and all with his tafa bocas^ which is nothing more nor less than a steamer

rug, and is the universal overcoat of the peasants in that part of Spain, we
started oft^ and jounced along toward Pradejon. About half way there we
were met by Ascension, the teacher whom we had come to visit, with two
of her girls. The tarta7ia was full before, but we packed them all in some-

w^here, and started off again, only to be met about a mile from the town by
a crowd of the school children, who, however, were obliged to walk, or

run, as some of them elected to do, behind us. The first glimpse that I had
of Pradejon was not prepossessing, simply a collection of brown mud, or
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adobe, houses, set down in the midst of a brown country, without one tree

or any green thing to relieve the barrenness and monotony, and I wondered

if Ascension were happy, and if she did not miss the life at the " Instituto
"

and wish herself back ; but in a few minutes that feeling was dispelled when
she said, When I first saw this ^^Lieblo I thought I could never be happy

here a month, but I have been here a year and a lialf, and am very happy

and fond of the people." The cart left us outside the wall, and we walked

to the house through the narrow, badly paved streets, and the whole pLice

reminded both of us of villages in Turkey and Syria. We received a wel-

come which went to my heart, and I could readily see how Ascension had

grown fond of the people. There used to be a pastor in Pradejon, but for

some reason (most probably lack of funds) the work there was given up and

the pastor transferred to San Sebastian. However, during the eight years

that they had no pastor or teacher, the people were not entirely discouraged,

and met every week in the chapel, where one of their number, Don Fran-

cisco, read and praved and talked as best he could, and kept them togetlier.

He, like all the men there, works in the fields, whicli are from one to two

hours away from the town, and to wdiich they go at dawn and return after

dark.

They were only a handful of people when Ascension went there, and

longing for a pastor, but they gave her a hearty welcome, and she has done

wonders for the place. She began with half a dozen children, who, like all

Spanisli children, were unused to restraint, and were noisy and untidy ; but

now she has more than seventy, and I* was amazed at the quiet and discipline

of the school. Each large or small child (and some of them are little tots)

came quietly in and took his or her place on the benches, and sat there until

at a touch of the bell they rose, turned about, and began their first task

of the day. Another touch of the bell and a class of six or eight came
forward and grouped themselves about the reading cards which hung on the

wall, and had a reading and spelling lesson. So it went on, the recitations

of that kind being followed by singing and recitations of jDoetr}*. Tliere

are three girls there whom Ascension hopes may some day come to the In-

stituto. They were very attractive, bright girls, and the whole school

was one which any teacher might be proud of, and especially a girl of

twenty-three, whose first school it was. The Catholic schools in the town
are free, but nearly, if not quite all, of her scholars pay something, and at

harvest time she takes her donkey and goes about from familv to family

gathering her pay in the shape of wheat, whicli she afterwards sells. One
afternoon, at the close of the school session, she has a Christian Endeavor
meeting, and on Sundays she has a most interesting Sunday school. There
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were between sixty and seventy the day we were there,—little old women
of eight coming in with a baby brother or sister in their arms, and against

the wall at the back of the room w^ere a few mothers and grandmothers.

There was a good deal of opposition to her at first, but she went quietly on,

and now is not at all molested, but has won the esteem of all, and even the

alcalde of the town is friendly at present. How they do long for a pastor !

In Spain it is not considered proper for boys and girls to go to the same

MEMBERS OF JUNIOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY, PRADEJON, SPAIN.

school, and so she is only able to have very small boys, but a pastor could

gather together the larger ones. Ascension is a natural teacher, and little

by little the character of the village is being changed. She is just one

graduate of this Instituto, and the society which supports her may be proud

of the share they are having in the uplifting of Spain. How I wish some

of the people at home might see this work as I have seen it I It would be

easier for them to go on working and gathering together the dollars, which

often come so slowly. Spain needs education and uplifting, and the gradu-
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ates of this Instituto are giving it in many cities and villages throughout the

length and breadth of the land.

Our next visit was made to the home of another girl, who left here last

June after three years in the school, and who has nothing except what she

gets from the children. Her home is in Tauste, a ride of two hours by

donkey cart from the nearest railway station. Lidia, her father and brother

had put a bench from the schoolroom into the cart, with a cushion on it,

and had started at seven to meet us ; and we enjoyed the ride to Tauste

in spite of the rougiiness of the road and the broiling sun, for it led through

a fine farming country which was already beginning to be green, and the

mountains were round about" in every direction. The story of the

work there is most interesting. Lidia's father, Don Agostin, when a

young man was a muleteer of Pradejon and a rough character. He be-

came converted, married, and went to Tauste to live. By his industry

and care he has gathered together money enough to build a good house,

largely with his own hands, and has bought three fields, which he cultivates

with the help of his two young boys. In addition to all this, through all

these years, and with little salary, he has gone from village to village as

colporteur, and has had a night school in his own house, to which six hun-

dred young men have come, sooner ^or later. His daughter, Lidia, was a

shepherdess, and spent every day in the tields with the flocks, but his am-

bition was to have her come to this school, and be educated for a teacher.

She came and stayed three years, leaving last June, and in July in a large

room in her own house, which her father had built for her, she opened a

school, and has been teaching steadily ever since. She has something which

closely resembles a nursery, for her scholars range from one and a half years

to twelve ; and while she teaches the older ones, one by one, to read or

write or do arithmetic, the babies are running about the floor, under the

benches, and are not exactly quiet ; but she does not seem to be disturbed

by it, and goes serenely on for six hours every day, not even having the

customary half-day holidays twice a week. For this teaching and taking

care of babies she receives twenty cents a month from the oldest scholars,

and ten cents a month from the babies. Many of the children are sons and

daughters of the men whom her father tauglit in his evening school. Lidia

gets up at five in the morning, cleans the house, and begins school at nine

o'clock. From twelve to one she takes dinner, and at one a young woman
comes who is about twenty, and so too old to go in with the other scholars,

but as she cannot read nor write she comes every day for an hour. At two

the babies come back again and stay until five, when another young girl

•comes for an hour, and in the evening Lidia makes clothes for herself, her
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mother, father and two brothers. She seems very happy, and her father

and mother are justly proud of her. She seldom goes out even for a w^alk,

because she cannot go out alone, and her mother is too busy to go with her

often, and her father and brothers are in the fields from dawn until long after

sunset. It is a lonely life for a girl, with no young companions, and it

makes one appreciate the privileges of American girls and women. How I

wish some of our girls could see these Spanish girls, who have not had one

TAUSTE, SPAIN.

tenth of their advantages, and yet are working and doing all in their power

to share what they have with others, and are happy and uncomplaining in

the doing. There was a good deal of opposition to Lidia's work at first,

and the house was stoned, and when she went on the street no one looked

at her or spoke to her, but she says "now they greet us and treat us like

brothers." We were there in Holy Week, a rather unfortunate time to visit

Spain except in the very largest cities, and on Tuesday, when we were in

Tauste, we went out for a walk after dinner, accompanied by the family

;
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but we created so much excitement and attracted so much attention that we
were obliged to return to the house. These are just two of our girls, and

I have seen the schools in Zaragoza, Logrono, San Sebastian, Santander

and Bilbao, in all of which places our pupils are hard at work, and they are

fine girls. That is the kind of work that will change Spain little by little,

and it is from those village and city schools that the girls come who make

up our family of thirty-two here.

JAPAN.

A TRANSFORMED LIFE.

BY MISS FRANCES E. GRISWOLD.

We have all been interested in a young woman who died in Takayaki at

the beginning of this year. Her childhood was anything but pleasant. She

could remember when she was six years old seeing her father and mother

shed tears when they separated and the home was broken up. They loved

each other, parting only for some family or property reason, and made a

secret agreement to live together again when they should be able. Before

that day came they had each married again, and the child never knew a

pure family life. She herself did not marry, but lived a low life, here and

here. At last she was persuaded by the Christians in Aunaka, where slie

lived, to reform. . She was baptized by Mr. Neesima, but in a sliort time

—

probably about a year—had gone back to her old ways, and was jout out of

the church. She seemed to care for notliing but to make money, and even

went as far as Tokyo to engage in her trade. Her life was of the darkest

kind.

At last she went to the house of a detective, with the understanding that

slie could drink all she wished in his house. He was kind to lier, and after

several years they were legally married. Her appetite for drink became a

disease, and she drank enormous quantities. For five years she was nearly

crazy from its effects, but seems to have been most tenderly cared for by lier

husband.

But the truth she had heard and partially believed in her better days was

not wholly forgotten in these dark hours. The germs of the eternal life

which had been planted were not altogether destroyed. Once, while alone

in her house—raising a few silk worms—the awfulness of her condition

flashed in upon her consciousness, and, with no help from man, she made one

supreme efibrt, roused herself, threw off her drinking habits, and, relying

on God, began a new life.
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My attention was first attracted to her as she sat by my side in the train

one morning two years ago as I was going to a temperance meeting in

Takayaki, but, although I noticed a happy look on her countenance, I

thought of her only as an ordinary passenger. She was then living here in

Maebashi, and relatives in Takayaki had invited her to the meeting, and

during the day she was introduced to me as an inquirer. In a few days I

called on her at her home, and wdien she told with great emotion of her

reformation and her fearful struggles with evil, it hardly seemed it could be

true. After a time she began coming to church, often bringing with her

some neighbor or relative whom she wished to help to a better life. In

a few months she was received into the Maebashi church. Naturally ex-

posed to great temptations because of her former life, she was most lovingly

and thoughtfully watched over by the pastor and Christians here. She has

often said to me by way of assurance when I have been calling there

:

*'I cannot always go to church on Sunday, because my husband is not a

Christian, and there is often much company on that day, but my faith is just

the same. Do not be troubled, for it has not changed a bit." For a long

time, every time I met her she would tell me liow anxiously she was work-

ing and praying for her husband. Slie seemed to watch every indication of

his turning toward tlie lisjht with almost feverish interest. She is even said

to have fasted and prayed, and often to liave spent whole nights in interces-

sion for her husband. He was an old man, and a disease which would

almost surely prove fatal began to fasten upon him last fall.

Not many days after, suddenly, and unknown to the Christians here, she

took her husband to his son's home in Takayaki to be under the care of a

specialist there. One day, while in that city attending a meeting, they sent

asking me to call at the house. I found the wife full of joy because her

husband had become a Christian. He wanted to be baptized, but wished to

wait till he was able to go to the church. As he could not lift his head, and

seemed to be on his dying bed, his wife and friends w^ere anxious to have

him receive the outward sign of the faith without delay. A little later in

the day the pastor chanced to call, and the man was baptized, greatly to the

joy and relief of tlie whole household. A week later, being again in that

city, I called just a moment to congratulate the wife. She seemed well, and

there was no doubt as to her happiness. One week later I went again to the

house because I heard she was dead. It was a short and painful illness.

She made frequent reference to the pains Christ endured, i nd his name was
in the last sentence she uttered. The family and relatives all seemed favor-

j

ably impressed in favor of Christianity by her zeal for her husband's salvation

and by her death.



CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WORK IN SPAIN.

BY MISS ANNA F. WEBB.

In previous years the story of the formation of tlie Christian Endeavor

Societies in Spain has been told in this magazine, so it will be unnecessary

to repeat the history of the earlier growth.

A society was formed by Mrs. Gulick in the International Institute for

Girls almost at the same time as the first Christian Endeavor Society in

America. From this all the others in Spain have had their origin, but it

was not until 1S94 tiiat any determined effort was made to encourage the

pastors of the churches in the north of Spain to interest their young people

in this work. Once started, the societies were formed so rapidly that

—

can you believe it?—in the Cincinnati Convention of 1S97 the banner for the

greatest proportional increase in Junior Endeavor Societies was awarded to

Spain. It was hoped that the similar banner for tlie Y. P. S. C. E. mi^ht

follow the next year, and it probablv Would have done so if the war between

our two countries had not broken out the next spring.

For a while there was no increase, but peace was hardly concluded before

a new society was started, and since then, though perhaps not so rapidly,

the numbers have been steadily increasing, until now there are over a

thousand members with about forty-five societies. The growth has been

principally in the north, but during the last few montiis new societies are

being formed in Andalusia, the latest being in Cordova, the former strong-

hold of Mohammedanism. The Christian Endeavor movement received a

great stimulus^ by the visit of Dr. F. E. Clark two years ago, when the

event was celebrated by the first Spanish convention, in Zaragoza. We are

now looking forward to a similar pleasure in June, when Dr. Clark has

promised to repeat his visit.

(259)
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The growth of this organization is, of course, encouraging only in pro-

portion to its helpfulness in the evangelization of the country, and this is

incalculable. The Spanish pastors, when they have understood the object

and methods, have taken up the idea enthusiastically, for they soon realize

that this is the plan that they have long and vainly sought to interest and

instruct the young people, and hold them in the churches. There are many
pleasures among their Roman Catholic friends which are discouraged by

Protestant teaching, and this society seems to offer compensation for any

sacrifice on the part of the Protestant young people. It first attracts them

because it approaches the idea of a club,—always fascinating to the Spanish

mind,—and later interests them by appealing to their love of activity.

The two active means of propaganda of the Christian Endeavor Society

are the graduates of tlie Institute and the organ of the society, tlie Esfuerzo

Ci'istiano. The young women form new societies in tlieir homes or

schools, and among these groups tlie Bible and evangelical truths are most

effectively taught.

The little paper, Esfuerzo Ci'istiano^ has now entered its seventh year

with an ever-increasing subscription list. In many households it is the only

Christian literature ever seen, and each month carries to these homes help-

ful articles and stories by our best English and American authors, as well

as by Spanish pastors, students and young people througliout tlie country.

Nearly every copy is made to do double duty by being loaned, sometimes

through an entire village.

Statistics prove that Spain has the greatest proportion of Mothers' Socie-

ties. This has been largely due to the efforts of the Juniors, for the}' have

been sucli enthusiastic little Endeavoiers tliat tliey have interested their

mothers to ask for a society for themselves. In some instances the fatliers

have joined them, and in at least one church the society consists of the

entire congregation.

Another interesting feature of the work here is the hold it has on the

young men, who are most active in the societies, and many lads have been

won to Protestantism, and a few even to tlie ministry, by membersliip in a

Clu-istian Endeavor Society. Many Roman Catholics have become asso-

ciate members, and tliough after a time some have withdrawn because of

the heavy pressure brought to bear upon them, still tlie inffuence and teach-

ing have been by no means lost. Throughout tlielr lives they will feel

kindly toward Protestantism. In this way, little bv little;, the national

prejudice against evangelical teaching is being overcome, and sometime

—

perhaps in the not far distant future—a flood of pure gospel light will

penetrate Spain's darkest recesses.
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FRUITS OF SEED-SOWIXG.

BV MISS ALICE H. BUSHEE.

About five years ago, when the idea of the Christian Endeavor Societies
was spreading in Spain, it was decided to start a society in San Sebastian
for tlie boys between tweh-^ and

eighteea who had formerly been

members of the day school, or

who were on the 2:)ojnt of leaving,

and so would have less vital con-

nection with the church and Sun-

day school. The idea was well

received, and the meetings were

very interesting, but the great
need was to reach the boys in

their every-day life ; so the meet-

ings were supplemented by a read-

ing room, which would offer more
opportunity for personal influence.

Here,- .every evening in the week,

there was an opportunity for read-

ing, music, conversation, etc., and

about twelve boys availed them-

selves of it to pass away the time,

instead of being on the streets,

and the meetings were even better LLii> mena.

attended than before.

When the war broke out and we left San Sebastian there was no room
available for these gatherings, and few meetings could be held. It would

seem that so little could be accomplished in one year that there would be no

fruits to mention, and yet there are proofs that even the smallest seed-

sowings are not forgotten of God.

It is quite true that some of those who frequented the reading room and

meetings seem to have dropped out entirely from religious circles, but the

cordial hand grasp when we meet them shows that they have not forgotten,

and they will always feel more kindly toward evangelical teachings for their

short contact with it. Two or three have left the city, and two or three

more have been drafted as soldiers, and only our prayers can reach them

now.



262 LIFE AND LIGHT.

Two were sent to the training school for teachers and pastors in tlie south

of Spain, where they were accompanied by the brotliers of two of our

former Spanish teachers,—fine young men, who are spending this year

teaching and going on with their studies at the same time. After four years

of good work Armando and Fernando returned to their homes. At present

the latter is helping his parents in San Sebastian, but next year he will have

to enlist in the army. He is a regular attendant at the church services, and

this morning a letter came from

him, in which he says :
" We have

been very busy this month practic-

ing the hymns for Good Friday

and Easter, hardly a night having

passed without a rehearsal. We
have learned the hymn entitled,

'I am the Resurrection,* and the

* Miserere,' and the latter I think

we sang the best." Another time

he wrote asking if it would be

possible to get a Greek Testament,

as he did not wish to forget all

the Greek he had learned.

Armando Hierro is in Bilbao,

and in January he wrote, in quaint

English : I am going to tell you

many things. . . . I go now every

Sunday to the chapel, and I hope-

to belong to the ' Christian En-

deavor ' here in Bilbao. . . . As I ARMANDO,

think you know, I have a mind to

go to England, and I hope that one day or other I will succeed in going

there. I am now studj'ing bookkeeping, to employ myself in a mercantile

house."

Luis Mena, the faithful president of the Christian Endeavor Society,

must not be forgotten. His father is the editor of the governmental paper

in San Sebastian, and, naturally, when there was so much feeling against

the Protestants, would hesitate before allowing his son to have open relations

with them. Nevertheless, through all these years, Luis has remained true

to his convictions and obedient to his parents. When he was forbidden to

come to church he patiently waited until permitted, and as his parents saw

that all he learned only made him a better son and a more reliable man,
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they finally gave him full permission to do what he thought best. He has

voluntarily worked longer hours on Saturday that he might attend church

on Sunday. More than once he has left a place of entertainment, to which

he had accompanied his mother, to be present at some church meeting,

afterwards returning for her. He has taken the place of the pastor once or

tvyice when circumstances hindered him from attending, and, in a word, is

ready with time and strength to extend the kingdom of God in Spain.

There are other young men, ministers and teachers, who have liad all

their early training in the mission schools. Who can measure the influence

exerted to-day over the boys in the day schools of Spain ? These children

are being trained very differently from their fathers, who now demand the

means of educating their children, recognizing the neglect they have

received.

This generation for Christ would mean much for Spain, in bringing to the

front men of broad views, honest lives and upright influence in all depart-

ments of business activity as well as Christian work.

HELPS FOR LEADERS OF JUNIOR AUXILIARIES.

HOW WE DID IT LAST YEAR.

We wanted to do something quite new, and our programme committee

worked long and earnestly before their plan was completed. Then it ap-

peared that we were to take a journey into mission lands in just the way
some of us had gone through Europe with the Travel Club. We spent

three months in India, three in China and three in Africa, visiting the cen-

ters of our mission work.

The guides for each meeting met us on our arrival and took us to the

chief points of interest, made us acquainted with the missionaries in their

homes and schools and hospitals, explained the nature and extent of their

work, and introduced us to the strange native people ; sometimes arranging

side trips for us to out-stations, and often by pictures and curios giving us

vivid impressions of this foreign life. One girl took us to a heathen festival

in Benares, with a thrilling description of its crowds and horrors ; and the

evening we spent in Peiiin was so realistic in its terrifying experiences, we

were thankful to find ourselves safe at home at its close.

Our treasurer gave us each a little silk bag in wliich to put five cents a

week passage money, and at the end of the journey we had eighty dollars

for our personal conductor, the Woman's Board,—a larger sum than a
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neighboring circle we know wlio stayed at home and worked for a fair all

winter. And we were far more intelligent about the use to be made of our

money, and more satisfied in the giving of it.

When we finished our travels one of our literary members, a girl who was

a shining light in her college and a leader among the student volunteers in

her class, and who is helping at home until the right time comes to work

abroad, wrote a story of our adventures, full of concealed names of stations

and missionaries, to be read at our closing meeting. This was an open

meeting, and we invited the ladies' auxiliary and all our friends. To each

we gave a decorated card on which to write every missionary name tliey

caught from the story, and then we collected a cent for every name on their

cards. The easier you make it, the more cents, though less sense, you will

have.

It was a jolly and remunerative evening, and the most successful mission-

ary winter we ever spent.

EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.

FROM MISS MARY LYON PAGE, INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE, BIARRITZ,

FRANCE.

I WONDER if you have seen accounts of disturbances in Spain; the people

have a custom on feast days of tying a bull to a stake in a public square and

then tormenting him for their amusement, goading him with sticks and brads

until he is beside himself with fury. Some of the best people in San Sebas-

tian determined to put a stop to such barbarity, and voted that it should be

done no more
;
whereupon at the next Jiesta the mob and rabble arose and

demanded the bulls. As they could not have them they went around throw-

ing stones, breaking windows, and terrorizing the city until an armed force

was called out to disperse them. On Tuesday, the last day of carnival,

there was to be a toro de fuego^ or fire bull, to entertain the people in the

evening
; this is a wooden or cardboard bull covered with fireworks that go

off' gloriously while he trots round, carried b}' invisible men. The crowd
generally enjoy it immensely ; but this time some of them were so angry that

they could not have the real live bulls, tliat they knocked this one over and
raised such a disturbance that the guardia civil had to be called out. Miss
May, Miss Morrison and Miss Grace Gulick were there that evening, and when
the row began they hastened home ; and it was well, for the mob began to



Igo2.^ EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS. 265

barricade the streets, and it was not until the mounted guards arrived that

the streets were cleared.

The king is to be crowned in May, and tliey are making preparations.

He is to spend the night before outside of the city, and enter the next morn-

ing with his troops to take possession ; it will be an interesting sight.

You probably read in the papers of all sorts of disturbances in Spain, and

yet except for a few strikes the country is really quiet. There is, however,

some agitation in the republican papers. They talk against the monarchy,

and of establishing a republic ; but the trouble is they are divided among
themselves and there is no strong leader, so tlieir talk will probably conie to

nothing, and the king will be crowned. One of the outspoken republican

papers of Madrid has criticised government policy, and lias been so often

suppressed that they are now printing a special weekly edition in Paris, in

wliich tliey say what they like and manage to get it circulated in Spain in

spite of the efforts of the government. Think of there being no liberty of

the press in this twentieth century !

FROM MISS ALICE P. ADAMS, OKAYAMA, JAPAN.

On returning I see many encouraging tilings. One, especially, is the

change in the government schools toward Christianity. The largest high

school in the city now has a Christian man as principal, and six of the

teachers are baptized Christians, while when I first came out, eleven years

ago, not one Christian woidd have been kept on the faculty. These teachers

can do no direct Christian work in the school, but their influence tells, for

at a recent meeting for young men, ninety boys signified their desiie to

study the Bible and become Christians. Nearly, if not all these ninety,

are in Bible classes taught either by missionaries or the Japanese workers,

and a few are ready to unite with the church at the next communion.
Large numbers from the other schools in the city are earnest inquirers, so

our hands are full. Pray for these young men and for us.

FROM MISS MARY L. DANIELS, HARPOOT, TURKEY.

During the last weeks we had a Christian Endeavor Rally. In our

school there are three societies, Senior, Intermediate and Junior. In con-

nection with the Senior Society there is a society, " Successful Hands,"
which is composed of girls who are not in school. At the time of the rally

all the members of the four societies marched into the main room with

banners and singing. It was an inspiring sight to see the large room well

filled with Endeavore»-s. The committees of the different societies pre-

sented their reports. We all felt that it was a time of heart-searching before
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God. Many and earnest prayers were offered that we might live a life of

separation and work for souls. The girls who were not members were

much touched, and I know that good was done.

As tlie days went on, the spirit of prayer increased. Girls became bur-

dened for the salvation of others. Some even rose during the night to pray.

Girls confessed to one another and to their teachers. During the Week
of Prayer, and just before tlie close of school, a whole day was set apart for

spiritual work. Meetings were held in the different schools. These meet-

ings were followed by work with individuals. It was touching to see an

earnest girl or teacher go quietly up to some girl for whom she had been

praying, and lead her to a suitable place for conversation and prayer. The
whole house was filled with groups of such girls. Scattered about the

main room were girls who were fighting with themselves. One dear girl,

a Junior, had been under a cloud for a long time. Early in the day she sat

apart alone with her Bible. Many prayers had been offered for her. One
of lier teachers sat down and talked and prayed with her. Finally she

could not endure the sight of so many unsaved, and she began to work,

and her own heart was filled with peace and joy, as she testified later with

a beaming face. I know that girls decided for Christ that day. Many said

that the day was all too short. It was, indeed, a blessed day. Now that

the girls have gone to their homes, we are praying that they may be kept

from sin, and that all may return with a deeper longing to know Christ

more fully.

FROM MISS HANNAH C. W^OODHULL, FOOCHOW, CHINA.

This year, instead of trying to gather the women all together in one cen-

tral place for the annual meeting, we decided to have three separate meet-

ings,—one at Ing-hok, one at Tieng-loh and one in Foochow City. We'
began the series last Friday here in our Tai-bing-ga church, with an audi-

ence of two hundred and ten women and fortv-three children, who remained

through the entire session—the few comers and goers were not counted in.

I doubt if you at home can quite appreciate what it means to us here to face

such an audience of Christian women, for they were mostly from our schools

and churches, the larger part churcli members. At Christmas time a large

number of outside women crowd into the church, but at this meeting ther

were very few of this class. It had rained the evening before, making th

streets quite slippery, but this did not keep away even those from the Cien^

muang, a distance of six miles. The Ponasang schoolgirls also cheerfull

walked in, a mile and a half, to attend the meeting.

If, before the meeting began, you could have seen the number of quit



EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS. 267

small children, not to speak of the babies in arms, you would have pitied us.

But when I tell you that we had a perfectly quiet audience the whole day,

I am sure you will be quite willing to confess that there are some things we
can do in China that you cannot do at home. The mothers had been

instructed beforehand that if they could not keep their babies quiet they must

take them out at once ; but it did seem as if the little mites had imbibed

something of the spirit of the day, and were on their best behavior.

The first half hour of the morning was a devotional meeting, led by

Do-seu So, one of our medical students and a graduate of the Ponasang

College. She has a very pleasant voice, not loud, but so clear that she could

easily be heard all over the church, and she conducted the meeting witii as

mucli composure and dignity as any young woman at home could have done.

The regular service began by singing " The Gospel Feast." Then the

leader, in a short speech, said that though railroads. Western science, ships

and soldiers were all good in their place, and would benefit China, they were

not sufficient to help her in this her hour of great need. But blessed is tliat

nation whose God is the Lord. If China is ever to prosper she must put

away her idols and serve the true God. And in this task of winning China

for Christ the Christian women had a large share. Besides, now as in the

days of Paul, not many wise, mighty or noble were called, but God had

chosen the humble, lowly Christians to spread the gospel, and none of them

could offer excuses.

Feeling that what the native church needed was not so much members

that can talk glibly in praise of tlie gospel, but those who by their daily lives

testify that the gospel is a benefit to them,—men and women who out of their

own experience can prove to this poor people that the Jesus doctrine will

help them to bear their heavy burdens,—we had prepared a very practical

programme on the duties of Christian women as wives, mothers, daughters,

neighbors, church members, teachers and Bible women. Miss Garretson

had the paper on church members, but all the others were by the Chinese,

and some of them were very good indeed. After such a full feast of ideas,

you will understand tiiat the needs of the body were in evidence, and we
were quite ready for a feast of more material things. We had prepared

dinner for those coming from outside the city. In arranging for the tables

we proposed various plans for long, narrow ones, but the cook shook his

head ; that did not accord with the Chinese custom of the guests on each

side of the table being able to help themselves from the dishes in the center.

The result was that by borrowing and renting, sixteen square Chinese tables

were obtained and set, under our house. As each table seats eigiit, one

hundred and forty-four sat down at the same time, a few others having to
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wait for the second table. I assure you when all were seated and the chop-

sticks began to fly, it was what the Chinese call a lively time. If you could

have seen the big, steaming tubs of white rice, and the variety of side dishes,

and then been told that the cost per head was two and a half cents (gold),

I think you would acknowledge that here was another thing that we can do

better in China than you at home.

We were sorry that we did not have more time to spend with the women
during tlie social hour, but we could do little more than see that they were

comfortably seated and, after the manner of the Chinese, beg them not to be

ceremonious, but just suit their convenience and eat. Upstairs we had for-

eign guests waiting for their dinner, and the afternoon meeting must begin

on time on account of those coming from a long distance.

By two o'clock we were all again assembled in the church. The meeting

was opened witli prayer and singing, then we listened to Revelation, third

chapter, and Proverbs iv. 20-27, l^<^th read by graduates from the Woman's
School. After another hymn. Miss Newton gave us one of her good talks

on "Decision of Character." Mrs. Ling read a paper on "Keeping the

Sabbath," after which Miss Chittenden gave us a talk on " Methods of Bible

Study," illustrated with a blackboard exercise. Then followed a native paper

on " Missionary Work." Mrs. Peet closed the meeting in a very helpful

manner by grouping together the thoughts of the. day. After some little

cakes and a cup of tea the women returned home, and the busy day was

over. But it has left a very pleasant memory, and will, I am sure, prove a

practical blessing to all who had a share in it.

®m Wim\x at Pome.

LOYALTY TO BRANCH AND BOARD WORK AND
TO PLEDGES.

BY MISS HELEN S. LATHROP.

What is this loyalty, and what does it mean to us? The conformity of

iiction to engagement is fidelity
;

fidelity to any special obligation is alle-

giance. If love be added it becomes loyalty. Allegiance covers only con-

duct
;

loyalty covers both conduct and feeling, implies enthusiasm and

devotion, makes us constant in faith and service. Lovalty to Board or
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Branch work, then, is our constant, faithful, loving support of the share

intrusted to us as individuals ; for just as the world must be brougiit to

Christ individually, and not in societies, so the work here must be done by

individuals loyally consecrated to it and to the Christ.

You know what this pledged work is,—not, as one would think by the-

way it is sometimes spoken of, mere suggestions as to what shall be done

here and tliere, made arbitraril}' b}' Board officers, but, in these days of cur-

tailment and refusal of new work, simply the residue of tlie appropriations

asked for by our missions after everything they can possibly do without for

a while longer lias been cut out.

I suppose there are scores of auxiliaries who for years have been content

if they have met their pledged work, large or small. For many of them it

has been a struggle, and indeed our missionaries are thankful that they have

not failed ! But in these years the missionary's work and needs have

increased ; this school is twice as large, and the building will not stretch,^

but grows old. The Bible women are too few ; this church is too small.

Sliall we say to our missionaries, " We can pay your salary, but we will not

repair your buildings or eidarge them, no matter how many girls are begging

you to take them in, or build you a hospital, or send you a helper just now
Your salary alone is our pledged work, and we do well to meet it. There

may even be other money in our treasury, but it is needed here." That is

allegiance to our pledge, but is it true loyalty? Shall we give our children

simply what we have promised them, and feel justified? Does tlie Lord

give us only the littles we ask? We are as responsible morally for the

growth of the work we send our missionaries to do as for their personal

support, and every opportunity that comes to them there calls for loyalty

here. And what of the pledges tliat are not met? Disloyalt}' here means

shrinkage on the harvest field. Failure tiiat is sad for the missionary, sadder

for the heathen, but most sad for us whose the failure is.

How far there is other money in auxiliary treasuries we cannot tell, but

we know the Junior Auxiliaries of one Branch, fourteen of them, and they

gave last year $475 to Board work, eight giving their all ; but the other six

gave $200 to home work, mostly church expenses. The young women
must, of course, meet their responsibility for home and church work, but

when the pressure on that side is so great that Daughters of tlie Covenant
take the money from their covenant boxes for such, it seems inappropriate.

Our churches will always need new paint and carpets; those are part of the

apparatus of life, and wortli maintaining as such ; but why should women
so often provide them? And is it right to do so as societies organized for

foreign missionary work? As long as it is estimated that only one sixth of
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our church women are giving interest or money to foreign missions, can we
not prevail upon the other five sixths to buy those carpets?

Increase in gifts to special objects reduces the sum available for regular

work. Special appeals must always come until we provide our mission-

aries so liberally they shall have no need to make them ; but they should be

met with special gifts, not from the treasuries. There is money enough for

them, but the spasmodic giving to special appeals is a weak contrast to the

systematic apportioning of our means which would do away with them.

" The strong man is not he who by a frantic effort lifts the heaviest weight,

but he who carries the heaviest weight the longest distance."

Yet a special appeal may be made a special providence. Its startling

urgency often serves to waken the sympathy of the uninterested, and we
may seize the moment to show the constant urgency in all lands, which is

just as dramatic, and by our special facts transform ^he uninterested into

special workers.

How can we increase loyalty to Board work ? Perhaps by increasing the

amount of our own pledged work, and so of our own gifts. You know of

the auxiliary supporting a $720 missionary who, when she returned, adopted

a $500 one, their gifts decreasing that same year the $220. Ybu may not

have a large enough work to meet the capacity, tlie willingness, of your

givers to help those whose only help in this world is through our loyalty.

,The wealth of our church has trebled while your younger women have been

growing up. Has the knowledge and interest you have gained and given to

them trebled also.'* Knowledge must precede loyalty. Only where we give

intelligent interest will our money follow, transformed into power for Christ,

and that loyalty must increase by increased personal consecration ; so only

can we hold ourselves true and influence others.

We pray God to send money to support the work of the Board, but the

work of the Board is our work, and God has given us and our friends the

money, all that is needed, and if we will we can answer our own prayer.

There can be no impersonal decision as to how loyal each one shall be to

the work. That can be plain to us only by tiie riglit adjustment, through

much knowledge and much prayer, of our personal needs, the Board's

needs, Christ's needs, till he touch our hearts with the inspiration of his

love which gave all to his world.
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OUR BOOK TABLE.

Centennial Survey of Foreign Missions: A Statistical Supplement to

Christian Missions and Social Progress," being a conspectus of the achieve-

ments and results of evangelical missions in all lands at the close of the

nineteenth century. By the Rev. James S. Dennis, D.D. With maps and

illustrations. Pp. 401. Fleming H. Revell Company, New York. Price,

$4 net.

This remarkable compilation of facts has well been galled " a milestone

on the pathway of the kingdom at the close of a working century, inscribed

with a record of consecrated ministries throughout the earth ; a basis of

verified facts and outstanding credentials capable of inspection, which the

nineteenth century passes on to the twentieth as a message of inspiration

and cheer." The labor of collection and tabulation has been enormous,

while the skillful arrangement gives its author the first rank in such work.

As a directory of mission work and workers it is invaluable. It is impos-

sible to give anything like a complete survey of this book ; it is a marvelous

showing of the forces that are at work under the auspices of the Christian

Church. Dr. Dennis gives the statistics of 558 societies either directly

engaged in missionary work by the sending out of missionaries, indirectly

engaged in or aiding that work, or conducting some special feature of it.

And these employ more than iS,ooo missionaries, expend $20,000,000

annually, and with their 79,000 native workers are represented in over

30,000 stations, have more than 14,000 churches with one and a half million

members, and with four and a half million adherents—a wondrous girdle

binding the nations together in the service of the Master !

Another feature of special interest is woman's work. So far as Dr.

Dennis was able to obtain statistics, tliey indicate 137 women's societies of

all classes, with 2,340 foreign missionaries and 5,157 native helpers, having

an annual income of about $2,715,558.

There is sometliing inspiring in the fact that there are 263 societies in

Great Britain, the United States and Canada, and 82 in Continental Europe,

led by the glorious company of the Moravians. But how many of us know
that there are 14 societies in the West Indies engaged in this work, two in

Mexico, two in South America and one in Central America? Few of us

probably realize that the work of Carey, Judson, Verbeck and a host of

other pioneers has already brought forth fruit in four societies in Burma, 69
in India, 18 in China, 15 in Japan, while Australia has 24 societies, Nev/

Zealand seven, and even Tasmania two. Darkest Africa has within its

own borders 42 centers of light for its dusky millions.



272 LIFE AND LIGHT.

If every unbeliever in loreign missions, or every person who thinks he is

an unbeliever, could be persuaded to a careful perusal of the pages of these

centennial statistics, his unbelieving tongue would for evermore be silenced.

It is a " record of ministries in many languages and many lands by men and

women who have dedicated themselves to human helpfulness, ennobling

instruction, patient service, and serious endeavor after higher ideals of char-

acter, culture and progress among the less favored races of mankind ; a

call to new assurance, a stimulus to hope, an incitement to fresh effort, a

sign that hitherto God worketh, and a pledge that he will continue to crown

with his blessing all faitliful and prayerful co-operation in the fulfillment of

his sacred purpose to uplift mankind by the redemptive power of his eternal

gospel." Theodora Crosby Bliss.

SIDELIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

Six Months among Brigands.

The New Power in the Orient.

Miss Stone. The thrilling account of Miss Ellen Stone's remarkable

experiences, from her own pen, opens in the May McClure^ and easily

leads the monthly missionar}^ budget as gathered from the secular press.

None should fail to read this.

Japan. Japan stands prominently before the public eye since her treaty

with England. This subject is discussed by Edwin Maxey, LL.D., in the

May Arena^ while the significance of the alliance is set forth in the May
North American Review by J. P. Dolliver, U. S. Senator from Iowa.

In the Arena may be found also two papers upon Japanese Buddhism :

Its Philosophy and Doctrinal Teachings," byKeijiro Nakamura, and "Bud-

dhism as I Have Seen It," by Rev. Clarence Edgar Rice. Mr. Rice, acknowl-

geding that Buddhism viewed superficially is impressive, shows out of a

long experience, while living among the people, how degrading is its eflfect

in practice. *' A religion that has long been hand in hand in vice can never

claim immunity from severe criticism, even though it may still cast its spell

over some minds."

In the North American Review^ also. Count M. Matsukata explains the

*' Financial System of Japan."

Spain. In same, "The Situation in Spain," by Sydney Brooks.

Central Asia. The explorer makes a trail for the missionary. That

intrepid Swedish explorer. Dr. Sven Hedin, now returned, has for sixteen
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years devoted himself to clearing up the mysteries of Central Asia and

blazing paths which the Christian missionary will not be slow to travel.

Dr. J. Scot Keltie gives an illustrated account of these explorations in the

May Harper's.

South Africa. The name in one's mind now as he turns to South Africa

is that of Cecil Rhodes. The Review of Reviews^ May, gives exhaustive

accounts of the "Man and the Empire Maker." It is of interest to learn

from one of the American Board missionaries that Mr. Rhodes was friendly

and generous toward all missionary societies in South Africa. m. l. d.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.

June.— Via Christi Lesson. From Bernard of Clairvaux to Luther. See Life and
Light for May.

July.—Our Present Work in Spain and Austria.

August —Book Reviews. Three Recent Books.

September.—Current Events.

October — Via Christi Lesson. Luther to the Halle Missionaries.

November.—Thank-offering Meetings.

December.— Via Christi Lesson. From the Halle Missionaries to Carey ancT Judson.

TOPIC FOR JULY.

" Our Present Work in Spain and Austria."

Our auxiliaries vv^ill find it pleasant to change this month from the studies in Via

Christi to the wrork of our owm missionaries in Austria and Spain. The "Inter-

national Institute in Spain" before the Spanish War is described in the Life and
Light for January, 1897. The "Removal of the Institute from San Sebastian " will

be found in the Life and Light for July, 1S98, page 299, and an article on the work
of " The International Institute for 1898-99" is on page 490 of Life and Light for

November, 1899. "Christian Endeavor Convention in Spain "is described in Life

and Light of November, 1900, page 497. In marked contrast is the article on " Holy
Week in Seville," page 147 of the Life and Light for March, 1900. Mrs. Gulick's

*' First Impressions on Reaching Biarritz" will be found on page 373 of the August
number of Life and Light for 1899, ^ letter from Miss Eaton, who returned with

her, is in the July Life and Light for 1899, P^ge 334.

The Missionary Herald of January 18, 1901, has an article on "Spain Eager for

Instruction." The "Life of Miss Barbour" is given in the Missionary Herald of

December, 1901, page 514. A letter from Miss Page wiU be found in the Missionary

Herald of December, 1900, page 524. The Missionary Review of the World speaks of

"The Girls' School in Madrid," page 95 of December, 1901.

A paper read at the quarterly meeting of the Woman's Board of the Pacific on
" Progress in Spain " will be found on pages 229-232 of the Life and Light for May,
1901- A letter from Miss Page is on page 167, April Life and Light of 1901.

The March number of Life and Light for 1901, page 112, gives an account of the
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Annual Meeting of the International Institute for Girls in Spain." "Site Secured

in Madrid" is announced in November Life and Light, 1901, page 503.

"The Spanish-American War and its Results," Rev. D. L. Leonard, begins on

page I of the January Missio?iary Review of 1899, and an editorial item on "American
Institute for Girls" is found on page 31 of April Missionary Review of 1899.

A leaflet on the "Day Schools in Spain," w^ritten by Mrs. Gulick, can be obtained

of Miss Hartshorn, Room 702 Congregational House, Boston. Price, three cents.

The Annual Report of the Missions in Papal Lands contains a full and interest-

ing account of the work in both Spain and Austria, and may be obtained free of charge

at the rooms of the A. B. C. F. M., Congregational House, Boston. The Thirty-

fourth Annual Report of the Woman's Board of Missions gives an account of the

work in Spain and Austria, pages 47-49; and the preceding report of the year 1900'

will give additional items of interest in both fields, pages 41-43. The American
Board Almanac for 1902 gives in a few words a concise description of this work we
are studying, on page 27.

In addition to sources already referred to, interesting items about Austria may be

found as follows: " Krabschitz School," by Rev. J. S. Porter, Life and Light,

August, 1897; " Emperor Francis Joseph's Interest in Missions in Austria" is given

in Missionary Review, October, 1899, page 788; "Story of a Bible," in Life and
Light, November, 1901 ; "A Worker in Austria," the story of Miss Most, in Life and
Light, April, 1899, page 158.

In the Envelope Serie-s, published by the A. B. C. F. M., is a leaflet on "The Free

Church of the Land of John Huss." It may be obtained of Charles E. Swett, Con-
gregational House, Boston. m. j. b.
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527 50

85 00

85 00

143 18
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Total, 25 00
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Total, $9,980 30
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THE STORY OF " MME. TSILKA."

]Many people in England and America are wondering who was the com-
panion of Miss Stone in captivity and peril. The name of Mme. Tsilka

has become familiar enough, but details of her life and character are not

generally known. Though married to a Bulgarian, she is a Macedonian

by birth. Her maiden name was Katerina Demetrova Stephanova. Her
father was a priest of the Orthodox Greek Church in the village of Bansko,

Macedonia.

The childhood of little Katerina included some romantic experiences, and

her life has been one of strange and exciting episodes in quick succession.

Mme. Tsilka might write a very sensational biographical record. Her

(277)
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father was not a priest of the commonplace, ignorant, superstitious order.

Early in life his little daughter felt the passion for knowledge stirred

within her soul. In the next village was a school whose teacher had been

trained in an American mission. Of this school little Katerina Stephanova

had often heard. She wished to learn, but her father did not dare to apply

himself for his child's admission. He knew what trouble there would be

in store for him were he to take any such step. Not only were all the con-

verts of the mission despised by the members of the Orthodox Greek com-

munion, but parents were strictly forbidden to send their children to any

schools connected in any way with those foreign religious institutions.

One day Katerina found her way to the school, whose teacher was known
to be one of the students from the mission college. But the poor child was.i

afraid to go in. She stood outside, longing to enter, but unable to over-

come her natural hesitation. The superintendent, being told that a strange

little girl was standing outside, came out to her and affectionately invited her

in. The girl said afterwards, " It seemed like heaven in that school
;
every-

body was kind and loving." The end of the session came all too soon.

But at the end of the day she dared not confess what she had done.

She was afraid to let her parents know which school she had attended.

Without saying a word she quietly went the next morning to the place she

had enjoyed so much. When at length she acknowledged the step she had

taken, the priest and his wife were terribly alarmed. They stringently pro-

hibited her future attendance. But the perplexed parents at once discovered

that they had to encounter in their child a will stronger than their own.

Though only eight 3'ears of age, she declared, " If I cannot go to that

school I will die." They did not know what to do with her. She refused

to rise, would not eat and for two days would not touch a morsel of food.

The priest knew that he had himself awakened in his little daughter's mind

the thirst for learning, and at last gave way.

A much more serious test a few years later proved the striking independ-

ence of this extraordinar}'- Macedonian girl's mind. She quietly and

happily studied on for five years, and then, at the age of thirteen, her father

arranged for her marriage. She herself, of course, was not in any way con-

sulted. It never occurred to the parental mind that she would again assert

her individuality of character, especially in relation to such a matter as this.

But they experienced a strange awakening. The bridegroom was selected.

All seemed to be smooth and regfular. The elaborate arrano^ement for the

marriage ceremony had been, completed. But to the amazement of all

parties the bride disappeared. She bravely declared that whenever she

might be married it would be to a husband of her own choice. Fortunately
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for her, her teacliers had won the respect and confidence of her parents,

and therefore they were ready to listen w^hen the kind instructors came to

reinforce her by pleading her cause, revolutionary though her conduct was

in the communitv.

Loaned from McClure\ Magaziiu\

MADAME TSILKA.

Cop5'right.

[After this the clever Balkan maiden went straight on to cut out for herself

noble career. She graduated with high honors at the American College

at Samokov, but was not yet satisfied, feeling that she was no*: yet qualified

for the work she desired to do. With indomitable enterprise of spirit she

set out all alone for America. She soon found warm friends. The late
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Dwight L. Moody received her cordially at his famous North field College,

Massachusetts, and gave her a valuable two years' course. Then she went
back to New York and studied kindergarten methods. But all the time her

mind ran on her home land and her compatriots.
^

She reflected on their absolute destitution of real medical skill. She
knew in all that radius of thirty Macedonian villages there was not one

qualified physician nor even a skilled nurse. Determined to equip herself

with the necessary diploma, the indomitable girl passed through the school

for nurses at the New York Presbyterian Hospital. She then for a time

supported herself by practicing her profession, until she had saved money
enough to pay her passage back to Turkey.

But then came a trj ing delay, just as her plans were complete. When
ready to sail she was called to attend to a dear friend who was sick in the

Adirondacks. With characteristic unselfishness she responded, and she

received an unexpected reward. Another romance of the young lady's life

ensued. She met in the Adirondacks a young Macedonian gentleman,

M. Tsilka, who had been one of her little friends and fellow-students as a

boy. He had come over to America for study, also. In a very short time

the two were married, and thus Katerina at last carried out the purpose she

had announced to her friends, never to marry but by her own will.

M. and Mme. Tsilka returned to Turkey in 1900, during the summer.

They settled at Kortcha, in Albania, in a field of work entirely of their own
choice, teaching, preaching and healing the sick where no missionaries had

ever labored before.

Thus those missionaries in their devotion and self-sacrifice win their way
with all classes, high and low. From her work at Kortcha madame went,

at the invitation of her old and beloved friend, Miss Stone, to join her on a

tour. The two were taken into that captivity wliich caused so much
solicitude for many months.

—

London Express.

A Temple Keeper's A certain idol in China was losing its reputation.

Foul Deed. The custodian came to financial straits, and he invited

a poor, half-starved beggar to his house, and told him he would give him a

good square meal if he would curse the idol. The beggar agreed, ate his

dinner, went to the temple, and having cursed the idol, according to the

agreement, immediately became ill and died. In the minds of the super-

stitious multitude belief in the idol was much intensified. Who would not

believe in an idol who so speedily punished one w^ho reviled it. The local

magistrate, however, was doubtful, made an inquest, and found that the

beggar had come to his death by poison mingled with that last dinner—his

hire for cursing the idol.

—

Ex.
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EXTRACT FROM MISS BLAKELY'S LETTER, MARASH,
TURKEY.

We have begun our second semester, which makes it seem as if the year

were more than half gone. Time goes so fast that we would sometimes

take hold of it that we may do better the work that lies before us. It is

such delightful, stimulating work to teach the senior class, that we think if

we could have them a little longer we would see them better fitted for their

work. The present class is unusually good and a daily delight to us.

There are nine girls in the class, one a Gregorian,—the first we have had

to go so far in the course.

As you know, we are greatly crowded for school room. If it were not

a necessity we would think we could not possibly get on in this way. Our
teacher's kitchen is turned into a laboratory and recitation room, and every
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Other corner is occupied ; but we try to be patient in waiting for the addi«

tion. Tlie girls, too, are very cheerful, and never complain that they are

crowded.

The great lack we feel is the insufficient supply of American teachers.

It is a crying need that there be a missionary lady to visit the villages, and

look after the schools and work of the Bible women. Mrs. Lee, last autumn,

visited a few of the villages, and hoped to be able to do more of that kind

of work in the future. She had charge of the Bible women's work, which

is increasing, taking the correspondence and making plans for the greater

effectiveness of the work. But now Mrs. Lee has gone. We cannot under-

stand why, except that we know God wished her, and we are left wondering

how we can get on without her, her work, her counsels, her thoughtful

plans. We miss her at every turn, but I especially feel the loss in connec-

tion with the college work. Ever since I took charge I have leaned on

Mrs. Lee, and always found her interested in every department of the work.

The college owes much to her, and we feel more than ever the need of

another woman in the school. Miss Calder has been a great blessing, and

her all-round equipment for work has done much during this year and a

half. Miss Gordon and Miss Welpton are faithfully studying Turkish, and

will soon be ready to use it. Miss Welpton has charge of the music, and

has large plans and hopes for the improvement of the singing in school as

well as in the Sunday schools.

A dear girl of the class of 1900 died a few weeks ago after months of

suffering from consumption. She went to Adana to teach this year, but

soon after her arrival there it was found she had the disease, and that it was

somewhat advanced already ; so she quickly came home, and was cared for

by her mother. She was patient through all, and thoughtful for others.

BITS FROM A MICRONESIAN SCHOOLGIRL'S LETTER.

And now I will try to tell you about the Kusaians,—how the minister

and the leader try to help the people to be Christian. They began to have

prayer meeting in September, 1899. They went all around the island to

preach. They will go and stay in one place for one week, and next week to

another place. And we have been praying for those who went astray, and

for those who are preaching the word of God.

I would tell you about the king of this island. He was Christian when
he was a boy, and in school with Mr. Snow, and afterward he went astray.

He went away from the island for a long time, and when he came back he
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began to be king. And in the last year he had a sickness and almost lose

his life. When he was very sick Mr. Channon went and saw him. He
was getting a little better and he was thinking, and he said he wanted to

repent from his sins. When he got well he went up to the church and

spoke. When the people saw him they were very glad to see him trying to

be a Christian. And now the work on the island is different from before.

I think you will like to hear about a Nukora woman. She and her hus-

band were on the island before. Her husband was working with Captain

Melander, and she went to school with the Kusaians. She read out of a first

reader and she learned to write and read from the Kusaians' Bible, because

they have no Bible in Nukora. They stayed here about three years and

then went back to their home. When she got there she tried to teach the

people like she had been taught. They all liked to go to school, so some

people helped her husband and they build a church. The people love her

because she is very kind to them.

They have meeting almost every day, because the people like to hear the

word of God.

When Captain Melander went there some of the Kusaian sailors went

ashore, and she took her Bible and asked them to tell her the meaning of

some verses.

She wanted to know about the Bible very much, but nobody could tell

her, and the boys did not tell her because they not know it too.

LETTER FROM MRS. DEAN.

From a letter from Mrs. Dean, who, after many years in this country, returned to

India, to be with her sister, Miss Abbott.

It is a daily wonder to me that I find myself here in Bombay ; it seems

really marvelous. The memory box in which my knowledge of Marathi

was stored, unused so long, has opened wide, and, strange to say, I talk as

well as ever. The native Christians come to me and exclaim at my pure

, idiom and pronunciation. This is all of God, and almost a miracle, for

I' made no attempt to keep the language during the thirty-four years' absence.

I thank him for this blessing.

It may interest you to know just what work I am doing. When my
brother went away he left in my charge his Young Men's Home. I conduct

evening prayers with them, and they come to me with any questions need-

ing settlement. All day they are away at school or at their work. Nearly

all are Christians and nice young men.
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My sister has given over to me the whole charge of the training of the

Bible women.
A poor woman, a Christian, with some education, whose husband teaches

school in the almshouse (under Miss Millard), came to me begging for

work. She said her husband's wages were not sufficient for them. I sent

her away, telling her to come again after I had thought the matter over. I

made inquiries regarding her, and at the same time I heard that the women
in the almshouse were wishing to learn to sew, and a few wanted to learn

to read, so I arranged with her to teach these women two hours four times

a week for about one dollar and thirty-three cents a month. I had three

dollars which, as I left America, a friend had given me to use, so this

"primary school" for women can be kept up for two months, and a little

left with which to buy needles and thread. By the time the two months are

over I shall be able to see whether she is faithful as a teacher. If the work

needs to be permanent I believe the Lord will send me the means. How
far a little can go ! She has brought me the names of a dozen women who
gathered around her the first day. Tliis woman will now be admitted into

my Bible class for training, for I want her to teach Bible verses to these

poor creatures while they learn to sew.

I have on Sunday morning, in Sabbath school, a class of eight men in

Marathi, and the last two Sundays five strangers, who have come to Bom-
bay to look for work, have joined, and are greatly interested. I asked Mr.

Karmarkar if he would interest himself in getting work for them in some

of the shops here. I must not lose sight of them, for they give such close

attention. So you see there is plenty to do.

The following is a summary of Dr. Torrej's very fruitful labors in Japan, as re-

ported in Japan Mail:—
A SPLENDID record of faithful Christian work accomplished in ten of the

chief cities of Japan in its two chief divisions, the Hondo and Kyushu, and

all in the remarkably short period of four weeks and one day from setting

foot on its shores. If ever the vision of the seer in Patmos had a literal

fulfillment, this is certainly its nearest accomplishment.

The doctor's own view is :
" This land is ripe for a great harvest. I wish

I could help for a year w ith the brethren." Certainly those who have

longest labored and borne the burden and heat of the day rejoice in the

evidence that this strong man has given of his willingness and ability to

help them.
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When ]Miss Svvartz was making her preparations for" leaving here re-

cently, she was tendered a supper at a local restaurant by some of the police

officials and men who felt under obligation to her for help she had been

giving them in certain studies. Finding that she was to be the only lady in

the party, she requested the privilege of bringing one lady companion with

her. The request was of course granted, and the hint thus dropped resulted

in a strange transformation, wdiich was nothing less than the attendance at

the feast of the wives of all those who were married. This is perhaps the

first case on record in this city where officials have gathered in such a

manner accompanied by their wives. It is likely, however, not to be the

last.

LETTER FROM EMILY D. SMITH.

Ing-hok, China, Feb. 9, 1902.

This is a most beautiful, bright spring day, so hot in the sun that it is

hard to imagine that it is not summer. It was just such delightful weather

as this when we came up January 28th and 29th, and as we came over the

mountains from Gak-Liang to Ing-hok in a broiling hot sun, and sat down
on a hillside to eat our dinner, picnic fashion, the cold and snow of the

home land seemed as something belonging to another world. We picked

violets by the way, too—the sweetest violets I ever smelled. We do have

cold weather, however, and for several days since we came we have been

glad enough to put to the test the heating capacity of the stoves which the

Goddards so fortunately and thoughtfully left here.

We are not fully settled yet, of course, nor can w^e be until our boxes from

home arrive, but every day sees the house in better order and living here a

little more comfortable. We are learning that splendid lesson of how to do

without things, or making something else answer. With what was left in

the house, and the new things we could buy in Foochow, we can get on

very w^ell indeed until our things come and we can have things made.

Miss Chittenden and I have kitchen and dining room together, awaiting

a temporary kitchen that is being made for us. The foreign stove, also left

here, we have succeeded in teaching our cook was made for the express

purpose of cooking things, and can be used. The house is very pleasant

and cozy, but quite too small for two families, and we do earnestly hope that

for the sake of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, as well as ourselves, the house for us

may not be long in materializing. The "other Smiths" have been very

sweet and lovely about it all, and we shall be glad to have their patience

rewarded soon and let them have their own home alone.
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We are a jolly quartette in spite of many things, and perhaps because of

man\^ funny, unexpected things that happen, and quite enjoy "playing

house," as we seem to be doing.

" O Miss Chittenden, lend me your tongue," are words one hears manv
times a day, and Miss Chittenden appears on the scene to talk to the cook,

the coolie, the milkman or a visitor on both sides of the house. Oh, how
we new ones do long to know the language ! but we are studying hard, and

picking up w^ords as fast as we can, and using them as nearly as possible in

the right places. You may imagine my embarrassment the other day when
I was shivering at the table, and saying, as I thought, " I am very cold, very

cold," to suddenly realize that I was saying, " I am very beautiful." The
cook darted out of the room at that moment, and I was not a bit surprised

to hear him laughing aloud.

Yesterday was the Chinese New Year's Day, and of course was a gr^at

holiday, as all of the week wnll be. Our teachers begged a holiday, and we
had begun on the hundred and one little things we had been waiting an

opportunity to finish, when the first squad of visitors arrived, m.ostly chil-

dren. We let them see nearl}- everything in the house, and we regaled them

with music on the little organ, let them take turns rocking in our rocking

chairs, poked up our fires for them so they could see how wood burns in a

stove, and made ourselves as agreeable as possible. During the day about

a hundred people, not counting duplicates, of whom tliere were several,

" honored us with their presence in our humble hovel." By the time the

second detachment arrived—they came by twenties and thirties—we had tea

ready, of which they all partook.

To finish the day, we sent for the doctor at the hospital with her family,

and the preacher and his wife and family, to have afternoon tea with us.

Dr. W^ong could not come, as her little boy was not well ; but poor, hard-

worked Mrs. Ling came with her seven lovely children, and later the

preaclier came, and we had such a good time drinking tea and eating little

cakes and peanuts and oranges.

I am in love with the people here, and wish I did not have to wait a day

to begin actual work with them. Oh, how I do want to talk to them ! One
of the visitors yesterday was very anxious to have me see an ulcer on her

leg, and while I was dressing it for her, I realized how hard it is going to

be to keep out of work until I have had more time for study. If I were to

curtail my study-time now, I should be going against the advice of several

experienced missionaries, and be endangering my own usefulness later.

Once started in work, one is swept along by it here, as anywhere else, and

sometimes I believe the rush is greater here.
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The Woodin chapel is very pretty, the nicest one we have seen, and the

preacher, Mr. Ling, is so good and true. lie is like a father to us. Though
we cannot talk to him without Miss Chittenden's aid, we feel that he is a

good friend whom we can trust.

This is a perfectly beautiful place. The views from our windows, of

mountains and river, are charming. The lines have fallen to us in pleasant

places so far as the physical features are concerned. I am sure, too, the

people are going to be increasingly interesting to work among. One's heart

goes out to the poor women and the dear little children. They have so little

in their lives that is worth while, and I do not wonder that they look at us

as they do, curious to know what kind of beings w^e are, living such a free,

vigorous life, doing so many things they know nothing about, and having so

many things they never saw or heard of.

I must tell you a little now of the quarterly meeting here, to which we
came up for our first introduction. It began the night we arrived, January

14th, and closed Thursday night, January i6th. The evening meetings

were for both men and women in the chapel ; but Wednesday morning and

Wednesday and Thursday afternoons the women met with Miss Newton in

the open reception room of the hospital. Here Mrs. Smith and I were

formally introduced to the Ing-hok women, and made our little speeches

through Miss Newton. It was not easy to say anything then. Our hearts

were so full of joy and praise to God for bringing us at last to tiie desired

liaven, and the very evident jov on the faces and in the words of the dear

women, because God had at last sent us to them after waiting so long, made
it hard to speak without giving way to the tears that were near the surface.

Oh, you do not know how these people have looked forward to our coming,

and all through the meetings during prayer we heard our Chinese names

repeated over and over, and we knew they were thanking God for us and

asking his blessing upon us in our life among them ! There have been so

many prayers that we might learn the language soon.

So many have asked especially about the Goddards and Mrs. Woodin,

showing that they tliink of them with great love.

We did have such a good time at Foochow. During the Week of Prayer,

which we enjoyed so much, we met nearly every one in all of the missions.

Commencement week in the different schools was very interesting, and the

" new ones" were in evidence on the programmes to smg.

What a missionary letter this is ; but it is the best I can do now. Perhaps

after I have been here for several years I can write the proper kind. I am
^lad I am here, very glad indeed. God is very good.
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A SACRED STABLE.
From Dr. Loba's paper in T/ie Advance.

One of the most interesting and characteristic sights of Bombay is that

great hospital erected and provided for suffering brute creatures. Every

form of disease to which horse or cow, dog or monkey may be exposed, is

here represented. The benevolence of Hindu or Jain, who are most solicit-

ous for the dumb creation, generously supports this great institution. But

while ever}' consideration and care is bestowed upon the above-named

horses, cows and mangy dogs, just outside of this, huddling along the city

walls, are scores and scores of wretched men, destitute women and naked

children, for whom no one cares.

From this one may see how in India everything is sacred but human life,

and every want must be relieved but that of suffering humanity. Sacred

cattle wander up and down the streets of the city of Bakares and help them-

selves freely to the food in the fruit and vegetable stalls, but poor humanity,

naked, destitute and afflicted, may gather itself up in some corner and die.

If we were to be asked to sum up in one word the impression made upon

us by India, we should say it is one loud, inarticulate cry of humanity for

emancipation and redemption. It is also the one great witness to the help-

lessness of heathenism, and to the power of the gospel to alleviate the wants

of mankind and make manhood, womanhood and childhood beautiful and

sacred.

Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance, it is laying hold of his high-

est willingness.

—

Archbishop Trench,
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