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Contributions It is with great gratitude that we are able to report a

FOR THE Month, gain of $980.76 over those received in the same month in

1901. This makes a gain, aside from two special gifts, of $1,010 for the

seven months of our financial year over the same period last year. While

this is most encouraging, we must again emphasize the fact mentioned in

our last number of the unprecedented amount received from legacies in the

last half of last year. It is hardly to be expected that the same amount will

be received^ this year, so that most strenuous effort for increase in contribu-

tions is absolutely necessary.

Semiannual The semiannual meeting of the Board, lield in Central

Meeting. Church, Lynn, JSIass., was one long to be remembered. The
kind attentions of the ladies of the church from the time we stepped from

the train in the morning till the close of the beautiful drives and walks by

tlie sea after the afternoon session, no less than the charming welcome voiced

by Mrs. W. H. Weeden, the wife of the pastor, made us feel that we were

among dear friends. To show that the missionary addresses were excep-

tionally good, we need only to mention the names of the speakers : Mrs.

George H. Hubbard, who introduced us to three Bible women, " King's

Messengers in Chinese Homes," Mrs. Sun, Mrs. Gold, and Mrs. Meeting,

each with special characteristics and lines of work among their country-

women ; Rev. Robert A. Hume, D.D., told us in "A Year of Grace in

India " of the wonderful God-given opportunity for service in that strjcken

land; and Miss Ellen M. Stone's address on "My Captivity and Its

Lessons" was most thrilling. A discussion in the morning on " Our Great

Responsibility—Its Extent and Its Limit" was most valuable. The day as

a whole was crowded with interest and inspiration. The audience, which

was very large at the opening in the morning, constantly increased, till

the church was filled in every corner with eager listeners.

Please Look " If only those who owe for Life and Light would
at Your Label, pay their dues, we should have quite a good increase in

our number of subscribers this year," so said the friend who has charge

of our subscription lists the other morning. ]May we pass the remark along

to you, dear friend. Very likely your subscription has been promjDtly paid

for 1902, but in case there might be a mistake, will } ou kindly look at the

label on the cover of tliis number and see what story it has to tell. This is

a little thing to do, but if everyone who may be in arrears would read,

ponder, and send on the money it would make a great difference in the

finances of our magazine.
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Orphans in our We are glad to report that several responses have

Boarding Schools, been received for scholarships in our school in Ahmed-
nagar, India, by which the most promising of the plague and famine

orphans may receive a Christian education. Miss Ellen C. Parsons, now
on a tour around the world, writes in Wo?nan's Work for Wo7?ian: "Do
tell the Church that the famine orphans in India must be taken care of.

They must be. One of the most hopeful things that I saw in that mighty

land, in a journey of more than four thousand miles from south to north,

was the companies of boys and girls who have been rescued from the jaws

of death. This young life must be saved for the Church of God in India.

It must be." The cost of supporting one of these orphans in our boarding

schools is $20 a year. There are still twenty-five scholarships to be

provided for. "It is possible for you and me to make investments for souls

that shall be eternal. There are native boys and girls saved from the rav-

ages of recent famine that you and I can support. Think of those bright,

shining jewels that one day will greet us at the Master's feet. The cost is

small; the reward is great."

Laying of the Corner A daily paper in Madura, India, has the follow-

Stone of Capron Hall, ing account of the laying of the corner stone of

Capron Hall, the new building for our Madura Girls' School : "The man-

agers of the Girls' School, Madura, had a very interesting programme for

the exercises connected with the laying of the corner stone of Capron Hall,

the new building which is being erected at Putta Tope. Their Excellencies

Lord and Lady Ampthill and party arrived promptly at 5.15 p. m., and were

received by the Rev. J. S. Chandler and conducted to the pandal. The
exercises began with the singing of a lyric of praise by the schoolgirls.

This was followed by the address of welcome delivered by the Rev. J. S.

Chandler. Mr. Chandler introduced a variation in the presentation of ad-

dresses, the address being spoken instead of read as usual. Mr. Chandler

referred briefly to the work and aims of the school, and to Mrs. Capron,

whose work in Madura is to be memorialized in the new building. Mr.

Chandler also referred to the help which the government had given in a

grant for the building, and to the further help which Mr. Keeling, the D.

P. W. engineer, is giving in superintending the construction. Refer-

ence was also made to the spirit of fellowship existing to-day between

the English and American nations. After this address their Excellencies

were garlanded by two of the older alumnae of the school, and after an

English song one of the two students who passed the recent Matriculation

Examination read a brief account of the school. This was followed by a

pretty flower song by the little girls, after which was a prayer. Then came
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the important event of laying the corner stone by His Excellency Lord
Ampthill. Two silver trowels were ready for this interesting ceremonv,

and these were afterwards presented to His Excellency. About the prettiest

part of the exercises was the unfurling of the British and American flags

by Her Excellency Lady Ampthill ; after this was a scarf-drill, and a clos-

ing song. This was followed by an admirable address by His Excellency

Lord Ampthill. The programme closed with the singing of ' God Save the

King.'"

Good for Mrs. Ballington Booth said that she noticed when her

Nothing Else, children played with their Noah's Ark they saved all the

broken animals for sacrifice, because they could not march in the procession

and were good for nothing else. " This is the way we older people do," she

says. "We give God the bits of broken time, the odds and ends of our

thoughts, and if there is any money left, after all our wants are supplied^

we turn that over for the altar."

A Valued Gift. Xot long ago there came to our office a gift which

almost brought tears to our eyes, and withal pointed a special lesson. It

came from the Women's Christian Association in the little remnant of a

church in Tung-cho, China. For sixteen years the women in this Associa-

tion have supported a Bible woman in Ceylon, and most faithfully have they

fiulfilled their pledge. We all remember how this little church was destroyed

by the Boxers two years ago and the members were scattered in every direct-

tion, houseless and penniless, bereft of home and friends, and everything-

of value completely destroyed. If ever a society was excusable for omitting-

their contribution to the Board it would be this one, suffering under such dire

calamity. On the contrary, however, it has never occurred to the missionarv in

charge. Miss M. E. Andrews, nor to the members, that they should omit their

contribution,—should net fulfill their pledge. The letter containing the check

apologizes that it was a little late in coming, as it was not easy to reach the

scattered ones still alive after the terrible massacres. One by one the mem-
bers of the little church are finding their way back to Tung-cho and are

setting up their simple homes again, and " hope to do more in the years ta

come than in the past." With such an example before us how can any

society in this country, whose members are living in peace and comfort, fail

to fulfill its pledge to the Board. If we are ever tempted to do so, let us

remember and imitate our friends in Tung-cho. We send them hearty thanks

for their contribution.

Missionary For some sensitive souls, who are disturbed as to the '*ex-

Homes. travagance of living" among missionaries, the following from

the report of the deputation in India, will be of interest: "We observed
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closely their homes and surroundings. In no case did we see luxury or

extravagance. They are living as economically as is consistent with true

economy. It is impossible for the American or Englishman to live in that

tropical country as the people live, and expect to retain any degree of health,

and be able to accomplish anything. The missionaries' bungalows are

built with large, high rooms, and with thick walls and deep verandas to

keep out the intense heat. They are, however, as plain " and simple in

construction as possible. The missionary's house not only serves the

purpose of a residence, but is also the center of his operations. His

drawing room is a meeting-place, and his veranda is almost never free

from public occupation for a great variety of purposes. We repeatedly

urged the missionaries to use more of their salary upon themselves, and

not put so much of their small allowance into the Christian work. In

some cases it was apparent that the missionaries' usefulness was curtailed by

too close economy in living. Servants are employed in the missionary

household, so that all its members are left as free as possible to give all their

time and strength to the work to which they were sent. The conditions in

those countries make it necessary to employ more servants than is customary

here at home, as one servant will not, under any circumstances, do the work
that he thinks belongs to another caste. In one household, where the

number of servants seemed large, we carefully investigated, and found that

the total amount paid per month for them all amounted to less than it costs

an American family to employ a single maid-of-all-work."

Praying to the An incident from the life of Marcus Dodds will surely

Unknowx God, touch the heart of every mother who has sought the bless-

ing of a loving Heavenly Father for her stricken child. As Mr. Dodds and

a f lend stood near an old temple in a heathen land, a native woman with a

sadly deformed child approached the temple. She seemed to be in great

distress, and they watched her carefully. She threw herself on the ground

in despair, crying : "Oh grant that my child may grow fair as other children
;

grant that it may be strong
;
grant that it may be comely ! Oh hear the crv

of a mother, and a mother's breaking heart!" When asked to whom she

prayed she answered that she did not know, but that surely there was some-

w^iere a God who would have compassion, and grant the prayer of a

broken-hearted mother. We know that there is such a God— loving,

sympathizing, all-powerful, ready to help. We have known Him since our

childhood, and learned to go to him in every time of need. How long

shall our selfishness keep this blessed knowledge from heart-broken mothers

the world around?
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SPAIN.

AFTER THIRTY YEARS.

BY MRS. WILLIAM H. GULICK.

The development of the International Institute has been slow and carefully

planned for. Without precedent, and having to meet and overcome many

difficulties, the present condition may well be a cause of gratitude to teachers

and friends alike.

The year 1901 will be signalized in its history as the date of purchase in

Madrid of the first property owned by the corporation. This land is near

one of the public promenades, in a healthful section of the city. Formerly

the property was far from the city limit, but Madrid has grown rapidly, and

has been extended in that direction. One block away is the fine promenade

of the Castellana, where early morning walks will be possible. The Puerta

del Sol, the real center of the city, is about twenty minutes distant by

electric tram.

There is about an acre anff a half of land on which one small building of

eighteen rooms, above ground, is the definite beginning of the American

College of Madrid. This house will probably serve as a dormitory, but

must have extensive repairs and additions.

The money that has been expended in this purchase has a special and

touching history. Faith and hope and love have vied with each other in

donations of small and large sums. " In Memoriam " is written against

many, and birthday and self-denial gifts show thoughtful desire for the

welfare of Spanish girls. Old and young have had a share in providing

the necessary ground. The smallest sum received was five cents,—one for

every year of life of a small niece who had heard the subject discussed, and

gave her all to the " new building."

Nearly forty colleges, seminaries and schools are shareholders in the first

building to be erected, " College Hall," for administration and recitation.

Friends in Madrid and all over Spain are asking eagerly when the Institute

is to be moved to Madrid. The answer is the same that has been given for

years, " In God's time."

New plans for normal, kindergarten and industrial classes in art, embroid-

ery, dressmaking, etc., must wait until there are ample class rooms and

facilities for extra work, which will find a fruitful field in Spain.

Dona Benigna Rodriguez, one of the Spanish teachers, has expressed

herself as follows :
" For twenty years I have been a member of the Institute,

and so I know and can appreciate its beneficent influence in Spain. ^Many
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of those who have studied in the Institute would probably never have

accepted the gospel if they had not had an opportunity to study there.

The influence and efforts of the directors and professors is not limited to

education of individuals and the making of scholars, but they show that

the future of the gospel in Spain depends largely upon their influence.

They are thus animated to work with ardor and zeal for the evangelization

of their beloved country when they are graduated. These efforts have not

been in vain. There are many Christian teachers scattered over Spain who
are an honor to the Institute where they studied. I cannot think what

would happen if the Institute were to be suppressed, for I am sure it would

be a terrible blow to the advancement of true Christianity in my country,

for this is tlie only one of its class in Spain."

We believe that an earnest effort on the part of those who are studying

the needs of the world will be made to secure a permanent hold in this

strategic point of the Spanish-speaking world.

AUSTRIA.

EVANGELIZATION AMONG THE WOMEN IN BOHEMIA.
BY MRS. A. W. CLARK.

WHAT THE SISTERS OF ONE CHURCH ARE TRYING TO DO.

It is cheering to see, especially in one of our churches, increased conse-

cration and willingness to work. This consecration is indicated by deeper

devotion and by the spirit of obedience to God's leading. The felt convic-

tion that God expects faithful service is leading many to la}' to heart the

words, "Ye are bought with a price, therefore glorif}^ God in vour body

and spirit, which are God's." The growing feeling that each special service

needs its special gift is inclining many to ask, not ''what service would I

like to perform, but for wdiat service am I fitted.'* " " L'ord, what wilt thou

have me to do.?" This desire to reach tliose who are ignorant of the gospel

is prompting to more earnest study of the Word, and to more intense praver.

This is indicated, on their part, by the publication of a tract on the necessity

of the still hour with the Bible and with God. The spirit of obedience is

shown by humbly seeking divine guidance, and by consulting others of

deeper experience. It is always an encouragement when people seek

direction in the line of useful work. It is cheering when others are ready

for the assigned duty, and when they feel it is not by might nor by pov/er,

but by the Divine Spirit that help is to be sought. Blessed is the church
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when its women are asking for Christian work, and when each is ready to da

quietly and efficiently vvliatever she may through her own gifts, but espe-

ciallv through the spirit of Him who is himself the source of power and its

wise director. Blessed is the church when the wife and mother is not a

lone priestess at the home shrine, but is supplemented and strengthened by

the husband and father.

The church in question is thus blessed, so that in most cases the woman
who desires to do something for the Master is not hindered by a cross,

unsympathizing husband. Modest, yet clear in her convictions, many a

Christian woman here is seeking to do heartily to the Lord whatsoever her

hand findeth to do.

It is a fact calling for thanksgiving that an ever-growing number of

women at the center of Bohemia are awakening to the privilege of woman's

work in the kingdom of our God. Studying their Bibles, they have found

that the first Christian convert in Europe was Lydia of Philippi. They
have found on the list of the beloved helpers of Paul the names of Phebe

of Cenchrea. They have been moved by the beautiful touch of discrimi-

nation when the Apostle Paul puts the name of Priscilla before that of her

husband Aquila. A feeling of justifiable ambition is prompting some to

ask, " Why should not one of us be Priscilla, another Phebe, another

Claudia.'*" It is interesting for them to see how the Apostle Paul, who
certainly wished woman to keep in her place and sphere, mentions as the

last name written by him that of Claudia, converted at Rome. Thank
God that this church has its faithful workers, of whom it may sometime

be said, " Here lies one who wrought by whatever power God gave her,

by pen, by voice, by hand and eye, to win others for the Saviour." These

sisters expect opposition in their faithful work, but they believe that he

who blessed the Apostle Paul in the time of ridicule at Athens, so that

a woman, named Damaris, became a true believer, will not be unwilling

to save, through their testimony, some Bohemian Damaris. One thing to

be commended in this church is the attitude of receptivity. During the

sermons on Sunday many a sister is busy with her note book in securing

some important thought for her next Christian letter to some absent sister

or to some neglected soul for whose conversion she is praying. While these

sisters are ready to testify orally of the blessing of the gospel to their own
soul, they believe most firmlv that letter writing in the name of Christ and

for his cause is not only useful but biblical. The Apostle Paul sent greet-

ings to Tryphena and Tryphosa, and to the beloved Persis, who labored much
in the Lord. In scores of villages in Bohemia tliere are souls who have

heard the gospel when on a visitJ;o Prague. They were, of course, intro-
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duced to different sisters of tlie church, who now kindly send to them a

Christian letter or a tract or a booklet. ll you come to Prague again vve

shall be delighted to see you." Believing souls are praying for you."
" You have our deep sympathy in every trial." " Give my love to your
children. I hope they are trying to carry a part of their mother's burden."
That New Testament that you took as a keepsake I trust you daily peruse,

and are seeking strength and comfort from its pages." Such messages bring

a response, and Christian friendship is cultivated. Or the message sent out

to some Christian acquaintance may read, " If, perchance, you have any

friend in the hospital, let us know, and we will visit her." Such kindness

meets with grateful acceptance, or such a message as the following will

touch the heart of some anxious country mother :
" If your daughter is com-

ing to serve in Prague let us know, and if she needs a friend urge her to call

on us. Let her have your New Testament, and I will send you another

one." " We send you a copy of our paper ; after reading it lend it to your

neighbor." Kindness, tact, adaptation, self-denial, and above all, and in

all, the Spirit of Christ,—all this belongs to evangelization, and in this

direction our sisters in Prague are making good progress. Monthly meet-

ings for them all, and weekly meetings for the guiding committee, help the

members to be mindful of their opportunities and privileges. A willing-

ness to do the work assigned without murmuring and without jealousy, is

cheering to those who are praying for God's blessing. The woman's

prayer meeting, the girls' prayer meeting, the sewing circle, the Sunday

school, the Lend a Book Circle,—these, and other things intimated, give a

picture of how one church is trying to be faithful in the line of evangeli-

zation. Are there no mistakes made among such a number of inexperienced

sisters? Certainly, but indifference and idleness and the lamp going out are

greater mistakes. Special tact and tiineliness are sinned against, without

doubt, but zeal in winning souls is even more important than tact. Rare

gifts are genius and tact, but neither of these qualities is essential to disciple-

ship or activity for our Redeemer.

We have known some blunders because of zeal disjoined from wisdom,

but inactivity is a sin far more to be condemned. When a great hotel

burned in New York, zeal in arousing the sleeping guests was far more
important than tact. These sisters study ada^otation, but not at the expense

of enthusiasm. They would gladly obey the injunction of Paul, " Whatso-

ever ye do, do it heartily," and this is something more than zeal and vigor.

Let us look more on the word heart as synonymous with strength, and then

service in His Name will be efficient. It is said that when the Saracens

were on the verge of victory over Douglas, that he seized from his bosom
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the heart of the brave King Robert of Scothnid, and then flinging it forward

into the thickest of the fight, he cried, " Go thou on, brave heart, as thou

didst always go before." This singuhir action roused new courage, and

wrested victory from defeat. Let your prayers unite in a "go forward,

brave hearts ;
" let the good work begun be multiplied a thousandfold, until

every village in the land of Huss shall hear a clear testimony as to our great

need of Christ and of his unmeasured love, and his willingness to be the

leader, teacher and redeemer of all who seek him by living faith.

CHINA.

AX INTERESTING OCCASION.

BY MRS. L. B. PEET, FOOCHOW.

On a bright April day, after repeated attempts to find a favorable

day when all the guests could come, we succeeded in welcoming to

our home some of the official ladies of the city of Foochow. Earlier in

the season my husband, with a brother missionary, called on the prefect, who,

in course of conversation, asked when the ladies of his household could

come and see us. We were delighted at an opportunity of meeting these

ladies and giving them a glimpse of the work of our mission as it is carried

on in the city near the White Pagoda.

The Chinese have such peculiar ideas that we took every precaution not

to oflend them, as we were anxious they should be pleased to come again.

Mrs. Hinman and I, together with our good neighbors, Dr. and Miss Wood-
hull, and Miss Brown, of the Kindergarten, planned enough that afternoon

to amuse and instruct them, and we hope that what they saw and heard will

prove of lasting benefit to them. Our consul's wife also graced the occa-

sion. Fifteen invitations were sent out. Those who responded were the

prefect's wife, daugliter and daughter-in-law, two daughters of the sub-

prefect, and the wife, daughter and daughter-in-law of the ex-Kutien magis-

trate. These last live close to us, and the son of this official has been a

student in our College for now five years. We labored under all sorts of

uncertainties, wondering whether thev would or would not come. Illness

prevented the wife of the sub-prefect from accepting the invitation, neither

could any of the ladies of one of the district magistrates come because four

of tlie children were sick with tlie measles. The family of the other district

magistrate were living in an adjoining province, and of course could not be

present.
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We called in a caterer to get up a little feast for them, and while he

was preparing the viands we showed them the work, first taking them to

the Hospital Home, where they went about looking at the beautiful pictures

and taking a view of the landscape as seen from the veranda, looking long at

the ancient and interesting White Pagoda, asking if they could go up into

it (how could they with their tiny feet?)
;

listening to singing and to the

piano; then visiting the hospital itself, going through the operating room,

clinic rooms and the wards, and taking note of the contented faces of the

patients, although suffering from such trying diseases. The prefect's wife,

whose face looked as if smiles rarely visited it, remarked in an aside, '* This

is a very good work, a very good work, you are doing." From the hospital

we went to the bright, cheery Davis Memorial Hall of the Kindergarten.

Here such a lively company awaited us ! The children had assembled long

before, ready to show us their accomplishments. We took our places, leav-

ing the little ones a large space in which to march and play games, and

show, although all unconsciously on their part, what a great boon had come

to them in this kindergarten. These ladies thoroughly enjoyed the hours

spent among these little ones, who have seen comparatively little of the

wickedness of the world, and who have become stained with but a fraction

of what stains their elders. And our guests did unbend ! Who would not

in the presence of childhood.^ How eagerly they watched every motion and

examined the cliildren's handiwork. It all looked like play to them. But we
are sure they did not leave the Hall until they understood at least a little of

what these children were really learning under the guise of play, and we
trust they felt a desire that their little ones might have the same privileges.

Indeed, vve learned on a subsequent occasion that the little daughter of the

sub-prefect did not let a day pass without speaking of that visit, and that

she wanted very much to go again. From this interesting place we retraced

our steps to our house, stopping long enough to have our photograph taken,

which we send herewith. One failure in this photograph is due to the fact

that our guests did not keep on their dress suits, a sign of their rank, and

as the wife of an official when going out rides in his sedan, accompanied by

the gong, soldiers and other attendants, so also she wears the same decora-

tions as he, as tlie insignia of his office. It never takes long to snap off the

photograph, although such an amount of time is consumed in preparation.

In this, as well as at the table, it seemed an endless task to get them

arranged as to where they were to sit, etc. Really the question of not

offending them proved the most serious difficulty we had to encounter, and

loomed up at every turn. Of course the prefect's wife was the greatest lady,

and the wives of the other officials were also great ladies, but the daughters
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and sons' wives of each family must not be otlended, and how we finally

managed is hard to say. But it all passed off well, and all seemed happy on

leaving. We made profuse apologies lest we may have broken some of their

rules of etiquette, and hid behind the excuse that we did not fully know their

ways—would they pardon us?

The feast proved a success. We had arranged pretty cards on which were

written in classical character some fact in history, the direct result of Chris-

tianity, or some appropriate Bible verse,—each fact and verse having the

passage of Scripture referring to the subject also written on the card. Before

leaving we presented the heads of the fomilies each with a nicely bound

classical New Testament. These gifts were followed with many prayers.

God's Spirit can use these little books just as he used the prophets of old.

Our newly made friends left for their homes after six o'clock, having given

us a visit of more than four hours. First impressions are always lasting.

We looked forward to meeting again.

About six weeks afterward, one beautiful dav in June, we met at the home
•of our consul, where they thoroughly enjoyed themselves, becoming like

young and light-hearted girls. Their curiosity was fully satisfied in regard

to the arrangement of rooms,—parlor, dining room, etc.,—but particularly in

the numberless attachments to a lady's wardrobe. The outlook over the

river from the upper veranda gave them an earnest desire to see the dragon

boat races, and they asked if they might come to see them.

Ten days later we met again at the yamen of the prefect, and the last

glimpse of these ladies was at the yamen of the sub-prefect. These were

excellent opportunities for becoming acquainted, and we hope and trust

that we may have other and better opportunities of telling them of the

gospel.

Woman's Work The needs of our woman's work in China are so many it

IN China. is hard to see much else. We hear of many inquirers in

our stations here in the west, among whom are some women ; what to do

with these is going to be a great question. Do send us some women as

soon as you can. There is a wonderful movement all over China,—a turn-

ing toward all things Western ; how long it will last or what the outcome

will be no one knows, but we do know that it is a present opportunity to

preach the gospel to great multitudes of people. What are we among so

many ? our hearts cry out.
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SPAIN.

A SPANISH GIRL.

BY MISS ALICE H. BUSHEE.

My name is Juana, and I am only a poor cigarrera. I liave been in the

factory for years, and although many would not like to work in a hot room

with tobacco leaves all day, I am quite used to it now. My mother died

when I was fourteen, and soon after I was married. I used to be very gay

and happy, but many things happened to trouble me, especially after Tomas
began to go away and leave me so much alone, and I knew of no one to go

to for comfort. I went to mass, but part was in Latin and I could not

seem to understand the rest to get any good from it. I prayed to the Virgin,

but she alwaj's seemed to look over me, and my heart was comfortless. I

confessed to the priest, and he told me what penance to do, and how much
I must pay to get my mother out of purgatory. I could not read, and

many times, with hard work in the factory, the care of the children, and my
husband always scolding, it seemed to me that I should like to die.

One day the girl next to me said that a friend had told her about a meet-

ing for mothers, held at the Protestant chapel, and had asked her to go.

She said she would if I would too. We both got out earlier by telling the

foreman our children were sick. I never shall forget that meeting. Dona
Antonia greeted us so kindly that we felt at home at once. We sang, and

she prayed. I did not know then what it meant, as she had no image there,

but it sounded as if she were talking to some one she could see, and some

(304)
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way I felt as if he must be in the room. She read some words about

Jesus, and talked about him as our friend ; it seemed then as if there was

some one who cared for me. She told us that he would not want us to say

what was not true, and that it would be better not to attend the meetings

than to tell a lie to get there. I never thought of it so before, and neither

had Maria, but the next week we wanted to go again and so we told the

A PUPIL IX THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR GIRLS IN SPAIN.

foreman, and gave up the afternoon's wages. I knew Tomas would not like

it, but I wanted to get more of that comfort.

Dona Antonia was glad to see us again, and afterwards talked with us,

and told us that it was from the Bible she had read those words. I told

Maria that I wished I could read, and she said there was a night school there

and I could go if I wanted. Then I decided to learn to read, and although

it was hard work after being busy all da}', I went every night, and also to
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the meetings they have Sundays. Finally I bought a Bible. Maria said

her husband had chopped hers up, and she had to get another, but Tomas
does not care what the priests say ; he thinks all they care for is money.

After I had been to the mothers' meetings several times, I found out that

there were other meetings like that in other cities, and they were called

Christian Endeavor Societies. I was glad, for I thought that other women
who felt as I did would have a chance to be comforted too. Then one day

Dona Antonia read to us about a convention that was to be held in Zaragoza,

and that different people—delegates she called them—were going there from

the different societies, and for two days there would be meetings ; she said a

great deal about its being of so much help to all the country, and she wanted

some of us to go, one at least as a delegate. We were all interested and

promised to give what we could.

The next meeting she told us more about it, and read how the women in

the society at Valencia had raised over $57 to help build their chapel, and

besides were going to help send a delegate. By and by we read that the

women in Zaragoza, who would not have to pay for their delegate, had given

two dollars to help pay for some one else. So our enthusiasm grew, and it

seemed to me that I must go. Maria was going, she said, anyway, because

she had a cousin there, and she can visit her and then attend the meetings.

Felipa will send her boy if some one goes to take care of him. Tomas says

he cannot give me so much money. So I give my two cents a week,

and I am making something to sell, to help send the delegate. I shall feel that

I have a part in that, and she will tell us all about it when she returns. I

wish that every woman in the country could go to such meetings as ours.

AUSTRIA.

THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF BOHEMIA.
BY MRS. J. S. PORTER, PRAGUE, AUSTRIA.

To begin with the youngest. What a host of little " persinas," or feather-

beds, come before our mental vision. Almost every home throughout tlie

length and breadth of Bohemia has one. Some of them are filled with soft-

'Cst down and decorated with lace and embroidery. Others, many others,

are made of coarse bed-ticking and filled with common feathers, but each

•serves as a dress for some young Bohemian, and from each little bundle,

done up like a pappoose, peers forth a solemn little face, contented, too, in

spite of the fact that the wee limbs are bound round and round by a long

band that holds the feather-bed dress in place.
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I imagine that our American babies, with love of freedom flowing in their

veins, would resent these feather-bed dresses as veritable prisons—" cabbed,

cribbed and confined"; none the less "prisons" that they are soft and

warm, and that the binding strap is gayly embroidered and fastened with a

ribbon bow. Well I know that certain of the mission babies consigned for

safety to this native baby costume have developed great skill in wriggling

and kicking themselves clear of it, announcing their freedom from straps and

bands with crows of triumphant glee.

Often as I have seen these persina-clad babies and the graduated little

toddlers on the streets, with their all too frequent bow-legs and diseased

bones, I have thought, " Could anything be a more fitting symbol of the life

awaiting these young Bohemians than these same little feather-bed dresses,

with their straps and bands?"

From very babyhood our little man is bound down by musts and must

nots. If he is at all well to do he must not black his own shoes or brush his

own clothes. No, indeed ! The servant, or some woman in the family,

must do that. And if he needs to earn money to help in his education he

must do it by some gentlemanly occupation, as by copying or tutoring. He
must submit himself to the relentless machinery of the school system for a

longer or shorter time, until he enters a musty work-shop to learn a trade,

or emerges a pale, sallow youth from tlie gymnasium to enter the grim old

university, from^ whence he is turned out a doctor, lawyer or teacher,

according to the groove into which he is run.

All through his common school and gymnasium course he must be taught

religion," often with the result tliat he becomes an infidel or utterly nominal

Roman Catholic. To our pale young student the bright, eager athletics of

university life in other lands is almost unknown. He "recreates" in a

smoky coffee house or beer garden. He is governed without much thought

or participation on his part, and he reads a newspaper promptly confiscated

if containing anything incurring government displeasure. If physically able,

he must give three of the best years of his life to military service, and he

must be subject to grinding taxation from the time he buys a thirty hella

government stamp for his gymnasium vysveceni (report card), and pays for

sticking it on—" two hellas for saliva," as the boys say—to the time when he

pays for government and city taxes from one third to nearly half his rents

—if he own city houses or real estate—besides a heavy yearly income tax.

If the little " persina " graduate is a girl, the matter is much simplified. Her
life, be it high or low in the social scale, revolves around one big " must,"

and that is she must marry,—else her life is stranded,—and in order to

marry she must have a dowry. Is it a wonder that the advent of little

girls into a home is often regarded with disfavor?
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To one man, who was commiserated for his family of five daughters, was

announced the birth of a sixth child,—and she a girl. He rushed to the

kitchen and in agony of mind he tore his hair, exclaiming : What have I

done? Am I not an honest man? I have defrauded no man! I have

injured none! Why has God punished me thus?" Poor man! Like a

dark cloud in the future loomed up the six dowries to be provided and the

six daughters to be married off.

As soon as our baby knows anything, before he can talk himself, he begins

to discount heavily all that he hears and sees. He discovers that mother

didn't throw him into the river, as she threatened to do for some naughty

deed. He observes that father promises work for an impossible date, and

then gives utterly false excuses for its non-performance. The doctor says

that Peppicek has a hard case of diphtheria, but tells tlie other people in the

house that it is a " case of sore throat, nothing at all alarming." His teach-

*ers, the scholars at school, everybody he knows, twists the truth at conven-

ience. Everybody mistrusts everybody else, and with reason. Untruthfulness

is in the very air. Persecution, oppression, and tlie precepts and example

of the Romish Church for generations have taught the Bohemian nation the

art of deception, inaccuracy of thought, unpunctuality, and a general slip-

shodness and unreliability too often follow in its train. " I trust nobody,"

said a young lady the other day. Our jDeoi^le drop the habit of swearing at

conversion, but it sometimes takes years of grace and discipline to bring

them to strict truthfulness. Red and white are the colors of the Bohemian

flag. True blue is lacking.

Another vice w^hicli threatens to sap the strength and vitality of the Bohe-

mian youth is that of immorality. Like a poisonous spider it has spun its

silken web in and out, in and out, among high and low, and many a one has

been stung to a living death, and few have escaped her tangling net. The
other morning a group of women from the country made their way across

tlie platz in front of our Prague home to the foundling asylum hard by.

Each took home with her one of these foundlings, vv^hicli the government

intrusts to her care for six guldens ($2.40) a month. Poor little things!

Of the thousands of such children farmed out yearly by the government in

this way, less than a half live to fourteen years of age, when they are put out

to learn a trade or service. What can one expect of purity and strength in

a country where beer flows almost more freely tlian water, where wine-

rooms, inns and beer gardens abound. What is true of Bohemia is generally

true throughout Austria. Rather a dark prospect for the young people of

tliat land with such environments, do you think? Truly I have drawn them

none too shadowy, but rifts of light are breaking throughout the empire.
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Last year a great international temperance conference was held in Vienna,

with the result that many whose influence will be decidedly felt have been

converted to that reform, and a temperance sentiment has been begun when
a year or two ago practically there was none. One Sunday last July all

Prague was gay with the red and brown uniforms of the " Sokols,"—

a

society of young Bohemians founded with the threefold object of fostering

patriotism, athletics and touring—a society, by the way, not particularly

beloved by the Austrian government. Truly the parade was one great

Sabbath desecration, but, considering the fact that comparatively few of the

University students come up to the physical standard necessary for entering

the army, it was good to see these specimens of fairly robust physical man-

hood. For purposes of education and trade Austria's young people more

and more go to England and Germany, with happy results in that they

bring back new ideas and new ideals. * Pastor vSchwartz, with his home
school and hospital, is doing a blessed and much-needed work for the

orphans and neglected children in the province of Corinthia ; and
* Krabschitz School, as ev^er, is doing a good work for the girls in the

*' State Reformed Church," who are privileged to attend.

In many parts of Austria the Y. M. C. A. has been established, and is

steadily gaining ground and doing good work. It seems exactly to meet the

needs of young men, and has been granted sucii freedom and privileges by

the government that it is ofttimes tlie strong rigiit hand of the churcii.

Every Sunday afternoon a room, all too small, is filled to overflowing with

young women, servants, seamstresses and shopgirls, who have been formed

into a Y. W. C. A. This means to them so much,—instruction, com-

panionship, recreation,—the one anchor wiiich holds some of them to that

which is good. In a country where the Bible has been for many years a

closed book there is a grand work for the Sunday school to do, although,

according to law, no child may change his religion between seven and

fourteen years of age, so that some of the children of our members cannot

attend Sunday school, and must receive school instruction in the Roman
Catholic religion.

A few weeks ago Austria was blessed with a visit from Dr. F. E. Clark.

Christian Endeavor has inserted its opening wedge, and is sure to win. A
few bands have organized for earnest Christian work, and in our Church

Conference, just at hand, the matter is to be pushed.

As the religion of Jesus Christ, pure and undefiled, wins its way to the

hearts of Austria's sons and daughters, in spite of persecution and opposi-

*For full description of these schools see Life and Light, August number, 1897,

also Mr. Porter's June Report to Woman's Board.
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tion, its purifying, life-giving force will be felt even in the Roman Catholic

Church. It is ever so. For every step of such advancement their standard

•must be raised. Contrast the Roman Catholic Church in the United States

with that of any country uninfluenced by a pure gospel and an open Bible,

and my meaning will be clear.

God speed the day when it may be said of Austria's young people : They
are strong ! They have overcome the evil one."

HELPS FOR LEADERS.

REDEEMING OUR COVENANT PLEDGE,

"l WILL NOT CEASE TO MAKE OFFERINGS OF PRAYER."

BY MISS HELEN S. LATHROP.

The life of missions and the life ofprayer are inseparable. Each wonderful

movement of missionary history has its rise in secret places. The more

numerous these springs of life the greater its power. The Daughters of the

Covenant hold this power within their hearts, gladly pledged to give it

unceasingly for the "daughters of sorrow." Are we letting this force lie

idle ? Then shall we lack force. The life of our work and its results

depend upon the spirit within. And the greatest gift of the Covenant to us

here is this teaching of the habit of prayer, which alone can create the

devotional spirit of a consecrated life.

How shall we make this offering.'* Intelligently, with an understanding

of what we ask
;
definitely, with a knowledge of the circumstance and need

of those we have sent out in our stead; constantly, for their need is not

occasional, but day by day; individually, following by the Prayer Calendar

all our own missionaries and specific work, so gaining the sympathy and

familiarity for which they long more than anything else. Alone as we seek

the Father in our chosen place
;
together as we meet together for more

effectual service ; sometimes writing a prayer, and so putting vague ideas

into distinct expression ; sometimes using a Bible prayer oftpraise or thanks-

giving ; sometimes an old church prayer, which has pointed the aspiring

thought of man through the centuries; silently, audibly, secretly, publicly,

for the world first and then for self, as the Lord taught; always " in faith

believing."

For what shall we pray? The only sincere petition is for what we want.

Do we ardently desire that heathen lands shall know the love of Jesus.?

Then indeed shall we pray even as we strive to answer the prayer. Is their

need real to you, that you would reach and save them somehow.? Then
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pray. Would you furnish laborers or means? Then pray. Would you go?

Then pray. For through prayer the whole opportunity of missionary

service is open to you.

Our silver key is a symbol of the key of prayer v^^hich w^ill unlock God's

wide world to our little selves, and our little selves to the infinite love of

God
;
open to us both the door into his harvest field, and the resources of

his harvesters. May that key be the memory of the union of prayer going

up from all the Daughters of the Covenant ; and if the offering has been for-

gotten for a while we beseech you to enter anew into its privilege, and pray

ever that prayer which is both the asking of God's blessing upon his world,

and the receiving of power to become that blessing. " Mingling prayer with

all our thoughts," till life itself becomes that unceasing prayer which is the

price of the kingdom within and without.

EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTERS.
FROM MRS. E. S. HUME, BOMBAY, INDIA.

Friends who have been with us, Dr. and Mrs. Barton among others, have

seen how our beloved older girls of the Lend-a-Hand Society come
and sit and work so long as light lasts, that they may be sharers in the work

of feeding and saving the famine children who have been gathered here.

Even as I write two girls are sitting at nine in the evening, having first

learned their lessons, making all haste to finish a long piece of* white satin

work—five yards, gold embroidered—which must be sent away off to the

north of Scotland, in Stornaway, Lewis. A good lady who paid us only one

afternoon's visit found the work so much to her liking that she gave us this

very generous ofTer. And the girls, eager to accomplish all they can, that

they may swell their gifts to the famine fund for our children in the schools^

patiently add to their labors and efforts and go on, late or early, as strength

is given them and time. This class I superintend from half-past four to six,

as a rule. Saturdays those who are not in examinations work from ten to

twelve o'clock. They have paid Mr. Hume the capital he advanced, and in

two donations have given Rs. 6po, or $200. Besides working at this Indian

embroidery in gold and silver on velvet, silk or satin by the yard, in ribbon

by the piece, the girls use their spare minutes in Bowker Hall in making their

own jackets, using up the nice bits of odd muslin samples, of wliich someone
sent us a boxful for pin-cushion covers or mats. Tliey feather or star stitch

them, as the pattern may be, and put a bit of lace around, so as to win a

purchaser ! Those who can do more advanced work have learned to

embroider beautifully in silks on linen, and our work in doilies has been
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much appreciated. During the past year we have filled orders for nine

dozen of these besides odd pieces, and, in addition, embroidered a beautiful

white linen dress for the wife of our much esteemed Chief Justice, Lady

Jenkins, which alone brought in $28.66. The money thus earned is

especially sacred, as the girls are doing it as their offering to the Temple of

the Lord, the new, hoped-for church building which they are intending to help

furnish.

Another patch on this bit of crazy work. But this scrap has on it the

most beautiful flower in the whole article. To-day, after balancing accounts,

the same good-working girls have given in cash and pledges from sales Rs.

500 for the building of the platform in the new church. We hope to

have it of stone, to defy the white ants, and our dear Christian girls in the

school will have built it of their own earnings. Is not this dear tidings.''

Tlieyhave worked so hard and well. Before this they had laid aside Rs. 45
for the new church, so their gift amounts to Rs. 545, or $181.66. We are

all so happy about it, for they have been striving for this work for three or

four years. You cannot think how untiringly they have worked.

Li Bowker Hall the girls have themselves kept up a number of prayer

circles, some of them meeting every evening between daylight and dark.

In addition to these and the Lend-a-Hand Society, held generally in our own
house, the 3^ounger girls, some tw^o hundred and twenty or more, meet every

Sunday noon under the leadership of one of the older girls. These are the

Opportunity Seekers, Junior Endeavorers. You can scarcely get through to

the leader's chair, they have to sit so thickly in the hall where they have

prayers. The primary classes, numbering about ninety little girls, and the

class of older, duller famine girls whose brains do not rally to much service,

—some twenty odd ones who are learning at least to sew,—all are taught in

Bowker Hall. Mrs. Boyd, my go'od assistant, a European widow, oversees

them.

We have been much gratified at the improvement in the sewing of the

famine girls. Some have made frocks for the little girls, petticoats and

jackets for themselves, jackets for the working-women, the girl cooks and

others, and in other ways helped with their needles. I have had these

women who cannot read taught regularly* in the Bible. One of them, a

Beni-Israelite, and her daughter, who have been with us for years, were re-

ceived to the church last year, and with them seventeen of the dear girls as

well ; also seven boys and a man whom I took to work as a coolie when Mr.

Hume was in America. He had lost his wife, and was working in a

famine camp near, where one of our Christians found him.

And our beautiful Jain girl, Bhagirthi, whose story you all so well know.
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the girl given me through tlie window so long ago by her poor old father,

who defied, caste rules in giving lier to the Christians because he " wanted

love, not mone}', for his only child," and would not let her go to the temple

priests as their slave. We have had her for over eleven years,—she was six

when she came to us,—and many hopes went out with her dear life. She

longed to go ; she loved her Saviour, and the night before her death she

called her two most intimate friends and said, " To-morrow cast out all that

remains
;
remember, to-morrow you must do that." She was too weak to

say much but "I'm going." Then she roused and prayed most earnestly.

While in the hospital in Miraj last year she taught some younger children

much from the Bible.

There are to-day three hundred and three girls and young women sleep-

ing and living in Bowker Hall. One hundred is full measure for the space

limits of the building. One girl had her collar bone broken by another's

getting up in the night and stepping on it. There was no other place to put

her foot, the girls were lying so close together all over the floor. When
Wellesley or Smith need more dormitory room what do they do? Please

tell me what to do here }

FROM MRS. MARY K. EDWARDS, INANDA, NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA.

Since the Bible was printed in Zulu I have been in tiie habit of giving

work to any who wished to own a Bible. Last year one hundred and three

Zulu Bibles, one hundred and fourteen Zulu hymn books, and fourteen

English . Bibles were worked for. These books are taken to their homes,

and heathen friends who once bitterly opposed their cliildren in their wish

to come to school have at least heard the gospel read to them.

Last year I came in and found our good missionary, Jvvili, an ordained

pastor, with a neatly dressed elderly man. I shook hands with them, and

Jwili asked if I knew his friend. I did not. When he told me who he was

I could scarcely believe him. If he had come in his skins, and with a ring

on his head, I should have known him at once. He came to tell me he had

given up his heathenism and was henceforth the Lord's servant. This

was through the influence of a daughter who had to run away from home to

come to school. He said fourteen of his family were Christians, and in

the neighborhood there were twenty-eight Christians. A Christian daughter

and he went into the cattle fold and she cut off' his ring, and then they

knelt down and thanked the Lord. He then called his family together and

they rejoiced and praised God together. There are many things to dis-

courage us, but there is enough to encourage to keep us in heart and hoping

for better times to come.
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You will be interested to know how our farming operations succeed. We
have eight oxen and must use. six, for we have the Dutch yoke, a straight

piece of wood which rests on the oxen's necks, with two straight sticks

fastened at the bottom with leather straps. We have used our own wood
since the rinderpest killed all the people's oxen, and on our grounds the only

trees are those we planted.

We have planted for food supply such things as the girls are accustomed

to at home, among them the following :

—

£ s.

34 sacks Kaffir corn, 119 bushels . • 34
lo Igindhlubu, 35 " •

• 7

2 " sunflower seed, 7 " •
• 14

4 " beans, 15 " •
• 6 15

ID " jams, 35
"

7 10

55 " corn, 192 • 33

4 " peanuts. 14 " . . 16

53 " amadumbi, 185 " . . . 26 10

353 " sweet potatoes, 1,235 . 88 5

ICQ pumpkins . I 13

wood for fuel • 25

233 3

It requires about twelve bushels of sweet potatoes for one dinner. I have

purchased commercial fertilizers for three years. I have gone into some

detail, and it may be tedious reading, but I wished to show you that the girls

are willing to work and help support the school, although it means only

about one fifth the entire expense of carrying it on. The government gives

us a grant-in-aid of £174.10,—$855.05. The kraal girls work in the garden

three hours daily. We da some sewing for Durban ladies, for which we get

a little money. I think we can claim a right to the name of "Industrial

School."

You may think it is all work, but these one hundred and sixt\'-eiglit girls

have Bible lessons daily, and I think if Professor Thwing would send his

list of questions, he would meet with better results than he did with home
students.

Last Sunday an evangelist was here and called for testimonies. I counted

one hundred and fourteen girls who testified. There is much prayer; they

pray for our gardens, and surely their and our prayers are answered, for the

potatoes we are daily digging are marvelous in size and number. One yam
hill yielded forty-four pounds after the earth was washed off'.

We do not have to punish often. One girl ran away this week because

she was dissatisfied. We tell them this is not a prison, and we do not wish
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anyone to stay if she desires to go. We ask our Father not to allow any to

stay who will not serve him. We have to mourn over many lapses and

much ingratitude, but the dear Lord vouchsafes sufficient fruit to keep us in

heart. I am in my seventy-third year, and next month it will be thirty-three

since I landed. I praise the Lord daily for strength to walk about the place

and look after many things.

FROM MISS ISABEL TROWBRIDGE, AINTAB, TURKEY.

There is a beautiful Christian atmosphere in this school. I have seen

nothing like it anywhere else. We believe all our house girls are real Chris-

tians, and many of them are active in working for the salvation of those among
the day pupils who are not yet Christians. To me there is no greater inspi-

ration than to see some of these growing in the Christian life, and no deeper

joy than being able to help tlieir minds and souls open and grow. So many
come to me with questions about the Bible, or about this life, that I feel my
greatest need is wisdom to answer and guide them aright.

I have been reading this week the little book about Miss Morrill and Miss

Gould, of Pao-ting-fu. How interesting and helpful their letters are. I have

thought several times that although it must be a special blessing to be able

to tell about Christ to those who never heard of him, as in China, yet at the

same time it would be disheartening to try to give some of these high con-

ceptions of our religion to the heathen, who have so little idea of such things.

I am thankful that we are given the joy of seeing souls develop and advance

along the lines of deeper Christian knowledge and experience. Many of our

girls show in their pravers and earnest talks a knowledge for themselves of

the things of Christ. I never went to more helpful prayer meetings any-

where than some we have here.

Of course you must have heard of the religious awakening here and all

through this mission. The large meetings here still continue, both among

the evangelical Christians and In the old church. Last week a Bible woman
in a district near us reported that her meeting was held in a Kurdish house

and attended by several Kurdish women, who asked that it might be there

every two weeks. This means a great deal In a city where the Moslems are

so fanatical.

FROM MISS ABBIE M. COLBY, OSAKA, JAPAN.

The twenty-eighth of January was a notable day in Osaka on account of

the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Naniwa church.

As Dr. Davis said in his address, " There is not another church in all

Japan that can show such a history." There were a great many speeches,
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and all were intensely interesting and held the audience until a late

hour. The meeting was like a memorial for the departed, and it almost

seemed as if self-supporting work in heathen lands involves too much sacri-

fice of precious lives, and makes the existence of those who continue and

hold up the work too hard because of the stinging, grinding poverty that it

necessitates if the institution be kept true to Christian principles, and also

there are almost overwhelming temptations to keep the Christian principles

in the background with no strong hand to steady the undertaking ; but I would

not dim the luster of the Naniwa church. As you know, it was the first self-

supporting church in Japan, and from the start it was a missionary church,

and its influence has been very broad. Its first pastor, Paul Sawayama, was

a martyr to the cause, but his influence seems to grow stronger as the years

increase.

None of the missionaries who worked so strongly to advance the cause of

self-support at the beginning were present at this celebration. Some with

the consecrated Japanese workers have ceased from their labors on earth,

but the early workers were lovingly remembered, and due credit given to

them. During all of these years I have been in close touch with both this

church and school, that were started to prove the superiority of the self-sup-

port theory. Now the history of a quarter of a century has been written,

a pathetic, grand history, and credit has been given to the helping American

friends without whom the undertakings would have been, as far as we can

see, failures, or would never have been. . . .

I sometimes think that hitches and vexations are a constituent part of work

in Japan wherever one may be, and public entertainments necessitate such

a removal of partitions, desks, books, cleaning up and covering up, that

those in charge are usually quite exhausted before the guests arrive ; never-

theless, when our hundred beautiful girls are all seated on one side of the

long, transformed room facing the guests on the other side, with the teachers

and platform in the center, and all do their parts well, and the history of

twenty-three years is told, and we are assured that poor as we are the school

is free from debt, there is great satisfaction.

For an avowedly Christian school to continue in the heart of an immense
opposing heathen city for twenty-three years, means that it and the principles

it stands for are known not only in every part of the city but in every part of

the nation. That the Japanese themselves have been responsible for its

maintenance appeals strongly to many. That former pupils are sending

their own children is another encouragement. Two such little girls, whose
parents are in Corea, are in the school. One girl came this term all alone

from Hakodate, a week's journey.



igo2.\ WHAT SHALL WE READ TIHS SU>LMER? 317

®ur SHorh at lome.

WHAT SHALL WE READ THLS SUMMER?
BY MRS. S. B. CAPRON.

This being a foreign missionan' periodical, it will be pre-supposed that

there is to be a recommendation of books in missionary literature. Those

who have followed the admirable notices of books and magazines from

month to month have already a list of those newly published from which

to make a selection.

We well know there is a tendency to turn to lighter reading in the

summer. The winter, with its activities in church and society, leads one

into service demanding mental effort in preparation of papers or outlines of

studv. The environment is in this direction. It would be interesting to

know what Via Christi in its leadership in our auxiliary meetings lias done

in creating the demand for solid reading in lines otherwise unthought of.

Making acquaintance with men and women in the centuries far beliind us

has made historical characters as vivid in tlie sensational experiences of

their lives as any to be found in the fiction of to-day.

Tiie season is now over, and we are going away for the summer, and

What shall we take to read?" is the universal question. We must not for-

get that the summer reading is going to have a large preparation for the

coming winter's woi k. Many are having just this in mind. We must also

remember that the outdoor life on m(5untain, or by the sea, or in the orchard

and meadow" of the country is in itself a wonderful aid to a deeper compre-

hension of imseen realities. We come in closer touch with the beauty and

wonder of the Creator's work in all nature. The book in lighter vein may
be the thing for the diversions, and not unfrequently the distractions, of the

summer piazza, or for the sleepy weariness after the long walk. There are

times, however, in the solitude of nature, when the teaching from a soul

more deeply taught than our own in all spiritual living is intensified by

our surroundings. How many such books tliere are ! Let us secure one of

them.

Then, again, the summer is the time to secure a closer knowledge of some

part of the dear Book. The opportunities to give away some new^ insight

into its sparkling truth are frequent and quite as unexpected as in the more

regular and appointed ministration of our winter life. Let us select for

study some topic as the prayers of Paul, or a Gospel or an Epistle, and add a
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helpful commentary, and thus be enriched, as the great Author of the Book

in his eagerness and patience and faitiifulness will surely enrich us.

Then, again, we shall do well to select some book which shall make more

real to us the foreign land to which we have sent our missionary. It is

increasingly evident that definiteness of knowledge of the work and the

worker deepens the prayerful interest and sympathy, which always finds an

outlet. The adopted one is not one among many, but finds a place in our

thoughts, where the personality grows real. The response from those

abroad attests this. Let us resolutely devote our attention to the land where

the missionary of our choice is living, that we may better comprehend the

surroundings, and when we liave finished the book let us send it on to him

or to her. We like to read about places that we know well, and in a

foreign land one always enjoys seeing from another's point of view. Three

or four car fares will cover the postage. If we have in mind this ultimate

<3estination of any book which we are selecting, it is not only a very kind

deed in itself, but is an incentive to a choice of what shall be worth reading

and worth sending.

The summer reading ought to be as thoughtfully provided as the summer
outfit of dress. It is the clothing and beautifying the mind and heart, and well

•cared for will make its own impression on those about us. The treasure of

one's personal influence does not pass away with the summer outing, but

goes on blessing the one who has often unconsciously given it, and the one

who has felt its sweet and benign influence.

SOME GOOD BOOKS FO*R SUMMER READING.

Among the many good missionary books we suggest the following.

Some of them are not new, but are classics in their line, and perhaps more

easily found in libraries in country towns and by the sea ; others are re-

cently issued and are most interesting.

On China.—Three books by Rev. Artliur Smith :
" Chinese Character-

istics," "Village Life in China," "China in Convulsion;" "The Sister

Martyrs of Kucheng," by James Nisbet James; " Gilmour of Mongolia,"

by Richard Lovett ; "The Yangtse Valley and Beyond," by Mrs. Isabella

Bird Bishop.

On Japan.—" An American Missionary in Japan" and " Thirty Event-

ful Years in Japan," by the late Dr. M. L. Gordon; "Japanese Girls and

Women," by Alice Mabel Bacon; " Verbeck of Japan," by Dr. W. E.

'Griffis.
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On India.—" Irene Petrie," by Mrs. Ashley Carus-Wilson, B.A. ;
" A

High-caste Hindu Woman," the life of Pundita Ramabai ;
" Love and Life

Behind the Purdah," by Miss Cornelia Sorabji ; Life of Mary Reed, Mis-

sionary to Lepers; A Lady of England (A. L. O. E.), "The Life and

Letters of Charlotte Maria Tucker ;
" "Men of Might in India Missions,"

by Helen H. Holcomb ; "The Wrongs of Indian Womanhood," by Mi-g.

Marcus B. Fuller.

Africa.—"The Personal Life of Livingstone," by W^. Garden Blaikie
;

"A Life for Africa," by Miss Ellen C. Parsons.

Turkey.— "Constantinople and Its Problems," by Rev. Henry O.

Dwight, D.D. ;
" On Horseback in Cappadocia," by Rev. J. O. Barrows.

Islands.—"The Transformation of Hawaii," by Miss Belle M. Brain;

" South Sea Folk," by Mrs. Theodora Crosby Bliss.

All of these books may be obtained from the loaning library of the

Woman's Board, No. 704 Congregational House, at the rate of two cents

a day.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

Love and Life Behind the Purdah. By Cornelia Sorabji. Published

by Freemantle & Co., London, 1901. Pp. 239.

The writer of this collection of short stories, depicting in graphic

language and with sympathetic insight the woes of Indian womanhood,

is not unknow^n to our readers. She, perhaps, is the most illustrious

member of that distinguished group of sisters who have made the name of

Sorabji a famous one among Indian women. The father was one of the

few Parsees who ever embraced Christianity. The mother, a Christian

woman, is well known in educational circles as the founder of the Victoria

High School, of Poona, where Europeans, Parsees, Brahmins, Jews and

Mohammedans are successfully tauglit together. Seven daughters and no

sons came to this educated. Christian household, and wlien Mrs. Sorabji

received the outspoken commiserations of her native friends, she declined

their sympathy, and assured them that she expected to be as proud of her

girls as though they were boys !

Events have fully justified this prediction. One of the daughters lives in

London, the widow of an Englishman, and at one of the late queen's draw-

ing-room receptions she delighted the company by her exquisite rendering

of an ancient Persian song. Two of the daughters teach in the Victoria

High School. Another is an artist, and her pictures are exhibited in Paris

and London as well as throughout India. Miss Jean Sorabji, wiio after-
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wards became Madame Cavalier, was a prominent speaker at the Parlia-

ment of Religions in Chicago, in 1893, and being the only woman in the

foreign delegation, she was the center and target of admiring eyes.

' The remarkable career of Cornelia Sorabji, the author of these pathetic

sketches, has already been told in Life and Light for March, 1900.

It is a pleasure to see her picture as the frontispiece to this volume. She

is slight and tall, and her figure is draped in the artistic picturesque garments

of her country. A most refined, intellectual face, with sad, dark eyes which

seem to be looking into futurity, in hope of better days for India's daughters.

An introductory note from Lady Dufferin and a letter from Lord Hob-

house show them to be in full sympathy with Miss Sorabji's aim and

ambition to benefit and serve her countrywomen. G. h. c.

SIDELIGHTS FROM PERIODICALS.

Miss Ellen Stone's account of her strange experiences is continued in the

June McClure^—" Six Months Among the Brigands."

As the young King of Spain approaches his majority, it is of interest to

become acquainted with his previous life history as we find it described in

the Review of Reviews for June by Helene Vacaresco,—" The Young Kin^
of Spain and His Mother."

Forum^ June, gives " Japan's Mission in the Far East," by T. lyenaga.

Arena^ June, " A Bit of Old Mexico," where the " spirit of the past still

dreams," by B. O. Flower. m. l. d.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.

July.— Present Work in Spain and Austria.

August.—Book Reviews.

September.— Current Events.

October.—Fourth Subject in the Historical Course. From Luther to the Hallei

Missionaries.

November.—Thank-offering Meetings.

December.—Closing topic in the Historical Course. From the Halle Missionaries

to Carey and Judson.
TOPIC FOR AUGUST.

The selection of a book review for the missionary meeting in August is a pleasant

change of work, and gives to the leaders of auxiliaries an unlimited scope for their

individual preferences. To such as may look to the Life and Light page for sug-

gestions we would name three or four books from which to choose, and would give an

outline for review of Arthur Smith's new book, Ckitia in Convulsion.

This book is in two large volumes. The preface bears the date of Tientsin, June*
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1901, and they are " affectionately inscribed " by the author "To my wife, who before
the siege in Peking, during the siege and after the siege, was a succorer of many; and
of myself, also, in memory of thirty years of partnership, all of them associated with
the Celestial Empire." Mr. Smith's books are recommended by T/te Critic by these
words, " There is all the difference between an intaglio in onyx and pencil scrawl on
paper to be discovered between Mr. Smith's books and the printed prattle of the
average globe-trotter."

Such volumes as these would be a stimulating text-book for a winter's work in any
study class. Many of the chapters are familiar to the readers of The Outlook, having
first"^appeared there; they will repay a second reading.

The first volume discusses the " sources of antipathy," "the international complica-

tions," the " Protestants in China," the " Roman Catholics in China," and in several

chapters the gradual development of the Boxer element with the first week of the

siege. A synopsis of any of the chapters with extracts would be of great interest.

We would recommend especially: "The Gathering of the Storm," chapter eleven;
*' The Attack on the Legations," chapter fifteen ;

" Dark Days," chapter eighteen, and
"The Armistice," chapter nineteen.
The second volume consists of life during the siege, its relief, and the effects of the

terrible experience. Each of the chapters are of intense interest, reaching its highest
pitch, perhaps, in chapters twenty-three and twenty-four. Chapter thirty-three, on
•'Notable Experiences," and chapter thirty-five, on " Personal Narratives," will make
a thrilling conclusion to an afternoon given to China in Convulsion, by Arthur H.
Smith.

If these volumes are not available or suitable, Dr. Smith's smaller book on Chinese
Characteristics, The Life ofJoseph Neesitna, or that book of marvelous power though
not of recent publicatio'n, The Life ofJohn G. Paton, would any or all of them make
a delightful programme for a summer meeting. m. j. b.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.
Receiptsfrom April 18, 1902, to May 18, 1902.

Miss Sarah Louise Day, Treasurer.

MAINE.
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34, C. E. Soc, 3; Waterford. Aux,, 12.50,

Cradle Roll, 2.45; TVaterford, North, Sil-
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MASSACHUSETTS.
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33.50; Chelmsford, Aux., A Friend, 50

cts.. Prim. S. S. Class, 1; Lawrence,
Lawrence St. Ch.,55; Lexington, Prim.
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wh. 25. const. L. -M. Mrs. Galen Parker),
41.59; Wakefield, Aux., 25, Jr. C. E. Soc,
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Huntington.—Mrs. Schuyler Clark, 1 00
Lancaster.—X Friend, 5 00
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Prim. Dept., S. S., 1.02; Weymouth and
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Aux., 8.25; Weymouth Heights, Aux.,
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mouth, South, Old South Ch., Aux., 7,

Union Ch., 25.55; Whitman, Aux., 10.60;

Wollaston, Aux., 50, A Friend, 30 cts. 416 39

Springfield Branch.— 'Sirs. Mary H. Mitch-
ell, Treas. Agawam, C.E. Soc, 5; Feed-
ing Hills, Golden Rule .M. C.,9; Holyoke,
Grace Ch., C. E. Soc, 5, Second Ch., C.
E. Soc, 10; Springfield, Faith Ch., Aux.,
16. First Ch., Aux., 10, 55 00

Suffolk Branch.—yViss Myra B. Child,
Treas. Arlington Heights, Park Ave.
Cong. Ch., Jr. C.E. Soc, 2; Auburndale,
C. E. Soc, 20; I5oston, Central Ch., Ad-
abazar M. C, 30. .Mt. Yernon Ch., Aux.,
37. Old South Ch., Aux., 224, Park St.

Cli., Y. L. Aux., 30, Shawmut Ch., Shaw-
mnt Helpers, 40, Walden Porter Hobbs,
1, Union Ch., Aux., 70.40, Juniors, 4,

John Noves Colbv, 1
;
Brighton, C. E.

Soc, 5; Brookline', Harvard Ch., Aux.,
48: Cambridge, First Ch.. Aux., Mrs.
Grace Simonds, 1, Shepard Guild, 6.10,

Prospect St. Ch., Aux.. 66.80, C. E. Soc,
20, Bearers of Glad Tidings, Jr. C. E.
Soc, 25, Wood Mem. Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc,
10: Chelsea, Central Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc,
3, Third Ch., Aux., 18.45 ; Clarendon Hills,

Cong. Ch.. Jr. C. E. Soc, 5; Dedham,
Aux., 37.34: Dorchester, Central Ch., S.

S.. 10, Harvard Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc, 3.67,

Pilgrim Ch., Aux., 20, Second Ch., Aux.,
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20.40, Y. L. Aux., 55; Everett, Court-
land St. Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc, 1.33; Hvde
Park, First Coug, Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc.,'l5;
Jamaica Plain, Boylstou Cli., Y. L.
Aux., 23.29, Central Cb., Aux., 96.55,
Dau. of Cov., 6; Neponset, Aux., 20.25;
Xewton, Eliot Ch., Eliot Aids, 41. Cradle
Roll, 9.82; Newton Centre, First Ch.,
Aux., 47.70, Jr. C. E. Soc, 6.50; Rosliu-
dale, Jr. C. E. Soc, 10; Roxbury, Eliot
Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc, 2.50, Highland Ch.,
Jr. C. E. Soc, 2, Walnut Ave. Ch., C. E.
Soc, 50, Jr. C. E, Soc, 5; Somerville,
First Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc, 6, IJroadway
Ch., Earnest Workers' M. C, 10, Winter
Hill Cong. Ch., S. S., 5.70; South Bos-
ton, Phillips Ch., Jr. C. E. Soc, 10, Aux.
(25 const. L. M. Emily Cordelia Frisbie),
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Wellesley.—H. N. Rollins, 25 00

Worcester Co. Branch.— yirs. Martha D.
Tucker, Treas. Blackstone, Aux., 5;
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Lancaster, Aux., 6.60, Y. L. Aux., 4;
Millbury, First Ch., Aux., 5; Petersham,
Miss Elizabeth B. Dawes, 100; Rochdale,
Aux., 30.75; Royalston, Aux., 3; Rut-
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LEGACIES.
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Branch, 500 00

il/onsoji.—Legacy of Mary S. Porter, E. F.
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Tewksbury.—L.e^u.cy of Miss Harriet S.
Wood, Joshua Clark, Exr., 1,000 00
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Rhode Island Branch.—^\rs. Clara J.
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Gleaners, 7.46; Central Falls, Aux.,
27.65, Jr. Aux., 50 ; Providence, Ben. Ch.,
Aux., 390, Central Ch., Mrs. L. A. Salis-
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CONNECTICUT.
Eastern Conn. Branch.—'Miss Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Ashford, Aux., 13.87

;

Colchester, Aux., 41, C. E. Soc, 5; Go-
shen, Cong. Ch., 3; Groton, Aux., 30.50;
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Ledyard, Newell Soc, 10; Mystic, Aux.,
1; New London, First Ch., C. E. Soc,
16.46, Second Ch., Aux., 100, Cradle Roll,
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SOUTH AFRICA.

GLIMPSES OF WORK IN AMAnZIMTOTE AND VICINITY.

BY MRS. FLORENCE A. DORWARD.

As I sit on my veranda, I can see three things which give me pain. The
first is the old carpenter shop. It is fast going to ruin. Inside are tools,

work-benches and various other things which speak of the time, not so long

ago, when there was a very different state of things here. This is the place

where the Jubilee boys, for many years, received training in the art of car-

pentry. Every afternoon one might see a number of boys march down
from the hall, take off their coats and hats, hang them up outside, and go

in and spend several hours in making little tables, boxes, stools, window-

frames and other things. They enjoyed it very much. And why is every-

thing silent now.'' The cry, the same old cry which you have probably

C325)
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heard so often,—no money to pay a man who will give his time to this work.

Yes, but there is a sadder thing than that which comes to mind as I write.

For the lack of funds the school itself must be closed next term, unless a

favorable answer is^ received from the American Board before that time

comes. A certain grant was asked for,—^just enough to carry the school

through the year. Only half was granted. Unless the Board can see the

way to give the full amount, Jubilee Hall will be as silent as this poor old

shop down here, and a work which means much to our mission, teachers,

preachers, evangelists and leaders, myst be closed.

Just close to the shop is a little church. To look at it you would think,

well, here is something encouraging. Its walls are freshly whitewashed in-

side and out; new seats and plenty of them, show that some one has been

at work. But let me give you the words of one of its members, who has

just left me: "We are in great danger. There is no unity amongst us.

The missionaries must pray for us." And he shakes his head most mourn-

fully. It is all too true. They want a certain man as their pastor, but they

are not united enough to build him a house and pay his salary. Do pray

for this church at Amanzimtote.

A little farther down and we can see the " Ireland Home." Let us walk

down and around it. What a desolate looking place ! Grass up to one's

shoulders where it used to be cut close. Paths full of weeds instead of be-

ing cleanly swept as in days gone by. Verandas dark and dirty instead of

being whitened with ashes. Hedges all overgrown. Shall we go in? In

the girls' dining room we find some of Mr. Bunker's furniture stored. The
sewing-room has been turned into a printing office. It takes a good deal of

courage for me to go through these rooms. In one I find dishes stored ; in

another blankets and dresses. In still another tables and benches. Will

they remain idle long? Hope whispers No." Even if this house must be

abandoned on account of the dampness, there must be a place found for the

"Ireland Home." And when it is reopened, perhaps, at Esidumbini, let

me say to you that it will be because you and other home friends have put

heart into us by your gifts, encouraging words and prayers. Oh, it will

need such practical encouragement more and more as we go along ! New
buildings must be put up wherever the "Home" is. More teachers are

needed in all our schools. I hope Africa will not be forgotten as the needs

of China and other fields come pressing upon you from every side.

I do not want to paint the picture too dark. While there is a great deal

more that might be said that would help you to see that the powers of dark-

ness are at work here, let me give you in a few words a glimpse of another

power also at work. There are in "Jubilee Hall " this term more " pay boys"
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and "half-pay" boys than ever before. Five or ten dollars for a term of six-

teen weeks for one boy may not seem much to the home friends, but it is

very encouraging to us here. We long for the time when they can all pay

their way, and our experience this term points in the right direction, and is

a sign of progress. The boys are learning to set out fruit trees, and the

grounds about Jubilee Hall show that much thought and labor have been

spent in the place.

In regard to the church, the women's meeting is better attended each week.

This is an early morning meeting, beginning at 7.30. Last week we had a

very helpful talk on the resurrection. It was good to be there.

As for the " Ireland Home," as I said, there is reason to hope that in the

near future the school will be again doing its soul-saving work somewhere,

if not right here at Amanzimtote. Inanda Seminary for girls is full to over-

flowing. The death of one of the girls at the beginning of this term nearly

caused a panic, but the last report was that everything was going on "beauti-

fully." "Umzumbe Home " gives the same encouraging report. "Full,

but could take a few more if it were necessary," was the word which came

last week.

In the Theological Seminary the men are so interested, and their wives

come very regularly to the morning class, and those who can to the after-

noon. All have children, and some of them are too young to be left at

home long at a time. I have taken upon myself the purchasing of dress

goods for the wives. They cannot go to town to purchase for themselves,

and the prints, etc., at the little store here are not of the best quality. They
like denim very much, for that lasts so well. It is not easy for them to sew,

so that means a great deal to them.

A few of the girls on the station own sewing machines, and they are be-

set on every hand by the people for help in their sewing. The women have

to work so many hours in their gardens that they really have little time for

hand-sewing, and yet their children must be clothed. They send them to

school quite clean, and it is but seldom that one is seen with a ragged dress

or shirt. But I cannot say this for them at their homes. I fear they are

more often untidy than otherwise. Still, this is not the case in all homes, I

am glad to say. Especially is it not so amongst the younger people. Their

training in the schools is seen everywhere, in their children and in their

homes. But how quickly they grow old ! It is at the seasons of the year

when they must be both housewives and gardeners that tell on them and

make them grow old before their time. A girl may be line looking when
married, but in a few years she has lost all trace of it. It would be sadder

if this life were of the first importance. As it is not, when I shake hands
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with my homely old women as we come out of our Tuesday meeting, I care

not whether they are ugly or fair, if I can only know that the heart is beau-

tiful within and the life pure.

The Profit In Connecticut, a few years ago, lived a lady who had a

OF Giving, beautiful flower garden in which she took great pride. The
whole country was proud of it, too, and people drove miles to see it. She

fastened two large baskets on the outside of her fence next to the road, and

every morning they were filled with cut flowers,—the large, showy kinds in

one basket, and the delicate, fragile ones in the other. All the school chil-

dren going by helped themselves, and studied the better for it ; and the

business men took a breath of the fragrance into their dusty oflices, that

helped the day along. Even the tramps were welcome to all the beauty

they could get into their forlorn lives. "You cut such quantities," some

one said to her, " aren't you afraid you will rob yourself?" " The more T

cut the more I have," she answered. " Don't you know that if plants are

allowed to go to seed they stop blooming? I love to give pleasure, and it is

profit as well, for my liberal cutting is the secret of my garden. I'm like

the man in Pilgrim's Progress,,—
*A man there was (though some did count him mad),

The more he gave away, the more he had.'

"

The Faces of Christian I have been asked, "What is the most beautiful

Japanese Women. tiling you have seen in Japan?" The grandest

vision is the scenery, but the prettiest thing to be seen is a Japanese lady

riding in a jinrikisha, and shaded by a paper umbrella. The whole effect

of such a picture is bewitchingly artistic. But if I were asked, "What is

the most impressive thing you have seen?" I reply, without hesitation, it is

the faces of the Christian women of Japan, especially those who have been

trained in Christian schools. There is an expression in their faces reveal-

ing a character and a purpose in life, which one misses so much in the

majority of faces ; and one can tell, with a fair degree of certainty, from the

face alone, what Christianity has done for women through its schools, plac-

ing its seal of nobility on what is otherwise but a Vanity Fair.

—

Rev. F. S.

Scudder,
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HINDRANCE.

Why is light given when the way is hid.?"

Qne busy day I hurried

Unnumbered tasks to do;

Each livelong hour I studied

Just how I might get through.

Each task was plainly needed,

Not one could be left out

—

When " light" shines unimpeded,

The " way " must come about.

(329)
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So, brave, rejoicing, onward

I gladlj pressed along,

With duty leading forward,

And faith to lend a song;

But hindrance ever followed,

Fulfillment to deride,

And as I journeyed, borrowed

My path and kept beside.

But hindrance met with courage

A blessing may appear.

If patience holds the vantage,

And heart-songs foster cheer.

And so the more she fretted

And seemed to block the way,

The more each hour I wrested

Her secret from the fay.

Within one task was hidden

A difficulty great.

And tardy aid was bidden,

Whose coming must be late;

So if each task preceding

Should only meet delay.

The last would then succeeding

Pursue its onward way.

So all day long the angels

Of hindrance did await.

They little seemed evangels

Of victory so great;

But had they not attended,

I sure had met defeat.

What I had thought prevented,

Made victory complete.

How oft upon the portal

Of victory we faint.

Discouraged, while immortal

And glorious crowns await. «

So ever onward pressing.

Let courage lead the way.

While hindrance aids the blessing,

And patience wins the day.

—Emily S. Hart-Jjell, in " Sedan to Lau-sang-ding^^'' March, igo2.
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FROM MISS MILLARD.
KoLAPOOR State, Feb. 20, 1902,

My days are getting short here, only about three weeks left before my
sailing. A niece of Miss Abbott's is to be with me, and we sail for Trieste.

I have had an invitation to attend in London a conference of workers for the

blind, which will, I think, be of great help to me, also to attend the British

C. E. Co*nvention to be held in Manchester in April. Dr. F. E. Clark is

coming over for this. I have promised to go with a well-known Irish

worker from Belfast, Rev. Henry Montgomery, and to be of help if I can.

Mr. Montgomery and his daughter have been recently visiting us. He was
here helping Mr. John Mott in working for young men.

If I should begin to tell you of all the things that are to be done in the

next three weeks, I am sure you would wonder with me how it is all to be

done. Our Chief Justice, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, has just written that he

and Lady Jenkins would like to give a garden party for the benefit of the

blind children. This will of course be- before I leave. A lady, quite a

stranger to me, though her name was well known to me as a singer, came
recently to say that she was going to give a concert for the benefit of the

blindies." I expressed my gratitude, and asked where it was to be held ;

in her own drawing room.'* "Oh, no," she said, "not tliere, but in the

townhall, and the best organist in the city has promised to do all he can to

make it a success." This concert is to come off" just two days before I sail.

It has been a great surprise as well as a joy to me, the interest that all classes

of the community are taking in this work. Many, many non-Christians

have visited the school, and it seems to be a constant wonder to them how
the blind can learn to read. Some months ago a Hindu gentleman, a bar-

rister, on hearing of the school, came to visit it, and was so pleased with

what he saw that he asked what he could do to help me. He had visited

schools for the blind in England, and was so delighted that something was

to be done here that he was ready to do anything he could to help and to

interest others. I told him I needed some blankets for the children. "Oh,
but," he said, "what more.^" Then I intimated that mats for their sleeping •

•would be acceptable. " Oh, but," he said, " what more?" He finally took

the matter entirely into his own hands, and when the present came there

were twelve nice cots furnished throughout for the older children besides the

things for which I had asked. These he gave in memory of his father, and

on the anniversary of his death. Such days are always held sacred by caste

Hindus.

About a fortnight ago this friend of the blind children came again, and

this time he wanted to do something for the memor}^ of his mother. He
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said, I want to give Sunday suits for the children, so they may all look

nice and be dressed alike to go to church." So he brought us samples, of

which I chose those which would wash and wear best. He then sent tailors

to sit in the veranda and make them, measuring both boys and girls for these

nice Sunday suits. These are to be formally presented to them next week

on the anniversary of his mother's death. Thus has it pleased the Lord to

bless this work, and he who while upon earth was himself so tender toward

the blind is now touching the hearts of those who in some measure, at least,

seek to follow his example.

One of the children died last week in the hospital, but anotlier one was

given to me yesterday. Scarcely a month passes by but some new one

comes in.

The Burnell School is closed just now on account of the plague, which has

increased again. This is tlie sixth epidemic we have had in Bombay.

LETTER FROM MAY WELPTOX.

Marash, Turkey, Xov. 19, 1901.

From London we went by train to Dover, then crossed the channel to

Calais. It was rough the day we crossed, and I was so thankful when the

word passed down to us, who could not stay on deck, that we were only five

minutes to landing. From Calais we went to Paris. We were to hear in

Paris whether we were to have passage on the Bagdad, a French steamer;

but no message had come concerning us, so we were fated to stay in gay

Paris two days till we could have the message. We improved the great

privilege fully. Word came on Friday that we could sail Saturday, so we
took a night journey, reaching Marseilles about eleven o'clock Saturday.

We were joined at Marseilles by Dr. Shepard and Miss Isabel Trowbridge,

both going to Aintab. Our journey to Smyrna was not pleasant,—the boat

was dirty, small, the staterooms close, not at all like the Devonian. Then
everything which came to the table savored of oil,—even eggs and meats

were cooked in oil.

But, unhappy though it was, it was most interesting at times : when we
stopped at Crete to send off a company of French soldiers who were on

board ; and when we lay in harbor at Pyreas, the port of Athens, for a few

hours, and we could go in carriages up to the very top of the Acropolis,

climb the stone steps, sit down on Mars Hill, and go into the Parthenon and

the little temples standing still on this historic spot.

At these ports we had our first- experiences in seeing the screaming, clam-

oring men, pushing and jostling each other to gain the first places with their
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boats near the gangway, so they might come on board and dispose of
their wares to the passengers. A voyage on the Mediterranean is so

different from one on the Atlantic. But the Mediterranean greeted us with
such a delightful, sunshiny face and such blue sky and sea, we could not

but love her for her very warmth and geniality.

When we reached Smyrna we were disappointed to see a quarantine flag

going up at our ship's head. Our doctor had already told us we were in

some question, and must be examined by the port physician before being
allowed to land.

We waited somewhat anxiously until permission was given to take down
the yellow flag and let us land. Then came the shout from our deck,

and the scramble among the little boats lying all about our sides. It was
quite a reception we held when Mr. McXaughton, Mr. MacLachlan, Mr.
Bartlett, Mr. Fowle, Airs. Shepard, Miss McCallum and others came up to

greet us and take us to their homes. It was such a warm, hearty welcome
to this new land, we did not feel among strangers, but as though we were
being welcomed home. We waited in "Smyrna Rest" while the pass-

ports and baggage underwent inspection, then went up Smyrna's narrow,
stony streets, leaving our party by twos and threes in different homes. We
had a most pleasant time until the following Tuesday. Tuesday we
embarked on the Urano, a boat of the Austrian Lloyd Line. Long years

ago Paul would have said he " took ship to go to Tarsus." After three

days of beautiful weather and fine sailing we reached Mersine. Of course

we had to say good-byto dear Miss Loughridge and AUss Halsey at Smyrna.
Mr. Fowle had come to Smyrna to meet Miss Loughridge, so we knew she
would be well cared for on her interior journey. The Urano was a splendid

boat, with a good broad deck and English cooking. Dr. Shepard issiied

a royal edict that I should "keep Ramazan " as much as possible on this

trip, so I ate very lightly, and by care escaped the least inclination to sea-

sickness. Miss Trowbridge and I had a fine large, airy stateroom together,

and both had the most comfortable boat ride we had enjoyed on the trip.

That dear soul of hospitality, Dr. Christie, who for so many years lived in

Marash, met us in Mersine at the one hotel. He was so pressing in his

invitation to us to spend Friday night with them, Mr. and Mrs. MacCallum
consented to swoop down upon their household with our entire troop. It

was such a happy place, and the old Bible stories and words of the grand
old man, Paul, attracted me to remain in this " no mean city" over Sunday.
The other members of the party went on to Adana Saturday afternoon.

My soul was greatly stirred at the work being, done in Tarsus. I felt like

giving renewed thanks to God that he sent Paul to preach to the Gentiles,

and that we, too, may help to disciple all nations, and teach tiiem of the

Lord Jesus.
Monday afternoon I followed the others to Adana. Of course you know

that there is a railroad from Mersine to Tarsus and Adana, so it is perfectly

safe to make the very short journey alone. We were delayed in Adana,
waiting for the horses and men to come down from Marash. They could

not reach Osmania before Friday, and it was better to be with our friends

in Adana than in a strange village waiting. Of course we enjoyed the look
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at the work in Adana and the dear women who are working there. Dear
Miss Webb is using ahnost the last ounces of her strength to keep up the

work, since the young Armenian helper has had to leave on account of

illness. They do need another teacher there so very much. When I thought

of Marash and the rejoicing here because the long looked for, sorely needed

helpers were on their way, it made miC long so sincerely to have the same
good blessing come to Adana.

This letter is growing much too long, but I must finish the journey.

We were two days in carriages {arabas) from Adana to Osmania. Thurs-
day night we had our first experience in a Turkish " ghan." It is not

exactly like a city hotel ; the bare little rooms inhabited by nobody knows
what. We put up our camp beds in great glee, however, and prepared our

evening meal. Miss Gordon and I established ourselves as cooks, and with
much laughter and dismay realized that cooking a la Ticrke was* not cook-

ing in our home kitchen. From Osmania, where we stayed Friday night,

we came on horses to Marash. The country is beautiful, and how we
enjoyed the many hours of climbing up the steep mountain passes, and
going slowly down the other side, finding a clear, rippling mountain stream
below, through which we splashed, and on again through a ravine or, per-

haps, a bit of plain. The colorings on the mountains are wonderful,—from
the blue, blue sky down through the trees full of brown, yellow and green
leaves ; the bare, gray mountain sides covered here and there with the black
goats ; the tiny purple crocuses peeping their heads out in the most unexpected
places; the deep, red earth, and the huge rocks piled one upon another. It

seemed all like a beautiful, ever-changing picture painted by nature's master
hand. All the way the words came to me as I thouglit of the beauty of the

country, and the contrasting life of the people :

—

" We walk through fields of speckled flowers,

As if we did not know
Our Father made them beautiful
Because he loves us so."

Oh, to let these people know the love of God and of his dear Son Jesus
Christ! If only we can be used by him to bring the true light into even
small corners of this Moslem cursed land ! How blessed is the work ! I

rejoice more and more that he sent me just here. I am fully'convinced that

it was his own will, and that this is the place he wants me to be.

We traveled Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning in the rain, and
reached Marash just at noon Tuesday in a heavy shower. We were well
prepared for it, so were not hurt in the least, and enjoyed it all. It was so

good to get here, and eagerly we looked for the first glimpse of our -college

up here on the hill—a light that cannot be hid. I shall not say anything
now of my opinions, aspirations or other things that will be mine by right

when I have been here a long time. Only this : I thank God that there is

such a place as Marash College, and that I am permitted to come here, to

be associated with so noble and lovely a woman as dear Miss Blakely in

such a work. I am praying for wisdom to learn the language quickly, and
be ready to take full work when the time comes.

(Signed) May Welpton.
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FROM MARY WEBB'S "RELIGIOUS INTEREST IN ADANA."
We are having a most blessed outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our church

and school. Not only here but in Tarsus and Mersine crowds are coming
every night to hear the gospel. Dr. Christie, of Tarsus, has dismissed his two
highest classes for a week or two, and sent them out to preach. Some of his

young men are j^reaching every night in the Gregorian church in Tarsus to

as many as a thousand people. In Kozolonk they say there is no difference

between Protestant and Gregorian. The people meet every night in one
church or the other to hear the gospel preached and have prayer meetings.

This has come like the wind, with no special effort to get up an excitement.

Our pastor said last Sundav he was sure it was because other people were
praying for us. W^e have three meetings a day in our church. The one at

noon is especially for the women. About one hundred come, and time is

too short for all that wish to take part.

One little girl in our school, Anik, from Sis, has been praying with all

her heart for her father, who is a drunkard. This week a letter from her

mother told her that he had stopped drinking and gone to work. The poor
child was dancing and crying for joy.

These are blessed times. Probably the use of Gregorian churches for

evangelical preaching will soon be stopped, but it is a hopeful sign that the

people want such preaching.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
BY M. J. W.

Monday, April 28th, was a notable day in the history of the W. B. M. I.

The rooms at 59 Dearborn Street had laid aside their business aspect. Gar-
lands of flowers and attractive round tables, that steamed and shone, and
were presided over by our most gracious women, gave proof to our guests

that the hospitable board is only second in our hearts to this Board of

Missions. We had gathered to meet missionaries about to sail for China,

Japan and Turkey. Mrs. Moses Smith presided, and Dr. Smith, who
assisted at the ordination of Mr. Anient twenty-five years ago, offered a

prayer through which we seemed to see heaven opened. Mrs. Joseph B.
Leake gave a most graceful welcome and Godspeed to our missionary guests.

Dr. Anient, strong, earnest and as fertile in resources as in the days of the

siege of Pekin, spoke for China. His beautiful wife expressed her joy in

going back to a field where laborers are so much needed. We who knew
she was leaving her only living child, a boy of about twelve years, in Ober-
lin, saw in her " faith"^ triumphant over fears." Miss Swartz, of Japan,
summoned home three months ago by the death of her father, could hardly

wait for the hour of sailing. Her work in Ecliigo was every day calling

her, and her home in a Japanese house there with Miss Brown, W. B. M.,
was more attractive than any here. She must leave at once or her friends

would never let her go. Miss Efiie Chambers, Miss Shattuck's colleague,

never looked so happy as when she bade us good-by, so glad to go ;
it

seemed as if no one had ever been quite so eager to be at work again.
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An address by Dr. Jones, of India, on May 2d, was another notable event

in our calendar. He said : "Crushed as she is, the Hindu woman is bright

and intellectual. In our theological seminary at Pasumalai sixteen women
study with their husbands two hours every day, while their babies are cared

for by a nursery woman, to whom we pay 75 cents a month. In the late

examinations, when four men and their four wives competed, every woman,
excelled her own husband. The husbands were chagrined, but not surprised.

It is hard to meet the Hindu woman's arguments for her religion. She
reasons from experience. ' I have prayed to my God, and he answered
me,' she says; ' I asked for a son and he gave me one.' Woman seems ta

say, If they crush me in the home I will yet rule ; I will train my boy to

uphold this faith. So she teaches him the depths of superstition. A man
will talk outside of social progress and of the rights of men, but will go
home to live just the old life. His wife says, ' None of that here,' and he
yields. Take all the men away," he added, " and such women would keep
Hinduism intact."

May 8th was a day long to be remembered in the Chicago Theological
Seminary, for it witnessed the graduation of the first woman to take its

highest degree, that of B.D. Miss Fensham, of the Constantinople College

for Girls, came forward with her class, and was honored by President

George with a hearty grasp of the hand and an introduction to the audience.

At the Friday meeting next day she told us in a charming way of her home--
coming three years ago in broken health, and that she had found a true

sanitarium in our seminary. Her outline of her plan she made long ago for

her pupils, by which they study Bible history on week days and their per-

sonal relations to Christ on Sundays, made us rejoice to send her back to the

work where, as dean of the college, slie had for several years been most
useful and honored ; but she will be greatly missed in Chicago. Her in-

fluence has made Keyes Hall, our student-apartment building, a homelike
place, while her efforts and good taste have made one corridor beautiful as a

meeting room. We give her up to that Oriental college hall with joy for its

inmates, with sorrow for ourselves.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.
Mrs. S. E. HURLBUT, Treasurer.
Receipts from April 10 to May 10, 1902.

Illinois ....
Indiana ....
Iowa ....
Kansas . . . .

Michigan
Nebraska
Ohio
Oklahoma Territory
South Dakota
Wyoming
"Wisconsin
Miscellaneous .

Receipts for the month
Previously acknowledged

Total since October, 1901

1,122 01

35 40
492 70
344 76
261 17
89 12

887 60
7 54
95 82
3 30

202 65
3,557 26

7,099 53
25,079 20

«32,178 73

CENTURY FUND.

Received this month
Already reported .

Total since October, 1901

22 50
780 03

$802 53

ADDITIONAL DONATIONS FOR SPECIAL OBJECTS.

Received this month
Already forwarded (corrected)

47 00
374 62

Total Since October, 1901 . . . !B421 62

Mrs. E. M. Williams, Ass't Treas.
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