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Contributions for Our Treasurer brings the cheering word that tlie re-

THE Month. ceipts from January iSth to February iSth exceed those

of the corresponding month in 1902 by $2,852. Of this sum $i,;joo was
designated by the donors for a house for tiie teachers in connection with tlie

Abbie B. Child memorial building for the school at Diong-loh, leaving a

gain of $1,322.85 available for the general treasury. The advance in con-

tributions for the first four months of our fiscal year has been about $2,500^

which gives us a hopeful outlook for the two thirds of the year remaining.

To make known the need, to awaken interest, to develop and carry out plans,

must take time, and we confidently expect that the prayer and effort of the

last few weeks will bring abundant fiuit.

A Generous has been made to the request for glasses and spectacles.

Response printed in the February number. Qiiite a number of pairs

have been sent, and many dim eyes in far-away India will be brightened bv

tiie thoughtfulness of these Christian friends. Enough to meet the present

want have been received already, so that till further request is made no more

need be forwarded.

Dr. Harriet At the meeting of the executive committee' on Februarv

Parker. i6th. Dr. Parker, of Madura, told something of her hospital

work, and explained its pressing need. She went to Madura in 1895, and

last year returned for the greatly needed furlough. She has passed these

months in America mostly at her own home in Putney, Vermont, where she

has been engrossed with tlie care of her invalid father, who passed away

earlv in February last. To know that in her last year there she, with her

assistant, gave over 40,000 prescriptions, treating more than 19,000 different

patients, gives one an idea of her busy life. But words cannot tell the bless-

ing she has carried to the needy, nor at what cost of vitality to body and soul

her work has been done. There is great need of four additional rooms in

the hospital, that we may meet the opportunity, constantlv increasing, for

larger service in both the medical and religious departments.

The Decennial Con- The Congregationalist of February 14th contains a

FERENCE, Madras. stirring article bvDr. Robert Hume, " An Exhibit and

a Forecast of Christianity in India," giving the results of the conference of the
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sixty Mission Boards working in India held in December last. The two hun-

dred and fifty delegates considered for seven days important questions under

eight leading heads
;

viz., the native church, evangelistic work, education,

woman's work, industrial work, comity and public questions, and literature.

Tlie conference laid chief emphasis on the need of spiritual quickening,

calling on all Christian workers to prayer and thought and effort for a re-

vival of spiritual life. A committee was appointed to draw up a plan, and

secure a commission for arbitration of perplexing questions which sometimes

arise between different denominations. India's need of Christian literature

was clearly set forth, and the hope expressed that men especially qualified

should be set apart for this work, and that all missions should join in meet-

ing the expense. The industrial problem received much attention, and all

the missions feel that a vital part of their work is to help the Christians to

social and economic, as well as religious, advance. Finally the conference

sends out a ringing appeal to the churches in Christian lands setting forth

the next decade as most critical in India. They ask not only that the churches

send many, man}'' more workers, but that consecrated men and women of

culture and private resources go at their own cost to help in this important-

opportunity.

Adoption of As Dr. Julia Bissell will probably be detained in this coun-

Dr. Hume. try for another year, the Woman's Board are doubly happy in

adopting Dr. Ruth Hume, who expects to go to Ahmednagar in the early

autumn. The sudden and deeply mourned death of Dr. Harding has left

the medical work in the Marathi Mission sadly crippled, and they greatly

need the help which Dr. Hume will bring. With missionary parentage

for two generations on both sides," a graduate of Wellesley and of the

Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania, she comes to her work with a rare

equipment. The best that heredity and training can give is crowned with a

devotion and enthusiasm that will carry her gladly through hard places.

Like the Great Physician, may she, too, teach the gospel of the kingdom,

healing every sickness and every manner of disease among the people."

Request for To provide for the meetings programmes that are feasible,

Programmes, interesting, in the best way profitable, is a heavy care to

officers of branches and auxiliaries. Perhaps we can help each other in this

matter. Will not those who have worked out a programme that developed

into a successful meeting, share it with others by sending a copy to Life and

Light. It may give helpful suggestions to some other perplexed officer.

The Day of February 20th, the day appointed, in accordance with the

Prayer. vote of the delegates at Washington, for special prayer for

wisdom and aid in making the twenty per cent advance in contributions.
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was widely observed. In some auxiliaries meetings were held at eleven,

the hour of the gathering in Pilgrim Hall. In many others different hours

and days were devoted to this purpose, while many a petition went up from

women praying in secret that the grace of generous giving may rest on us

xill. A very tender and prayerful spirit filled the assembly in Boston. The
large number present proved the interest felt in the matter, and none of those

who were there will soon forget the vivid sense of the unseen present Master

that stirred us all. Mrs. J. E. Bradley led ihe service. Scriptures full of

injunction and promise to prayer were read ; Mrs. Capron, Mrs. Lincoln,

and Mrs. Judson Smith gave us helpful words, and many prayers were

spoken. The hour seemed too short for ail who wished to utter our petition,

and in parting we were glad to remember that not in public places only, but

when entering our closet we shut the door, we still are heard by Him who
answers prayer. Let us all continue instant in prayer, that all Christian

women may know and meet their responsibility in giving of their abundance,

and in this way seeking first the kingdom ol God.

POONA AND ITS TWO FAMOUS EDUCATORS.

BY MRS. JOSEPH COOK.

HE bold engineering of the railroad between Bombay and

Poona makes this mountain passage of the Bhor Ghaut one of

the most remarkable stages in Indian travel. The change

from the moist heat of the coast city to the ozone of the hills

is very marked. Up and up the train creeps, now round this

shoulder, now across that ravine, with superb views on either

side of range upon range of mountains, sometimes rising like a gigantic

artificial wall, and again with a curious, jagged outline resembling castles

and towers.

Poona is situated on a wide-stretching, treeless plain, surrounded by hills.

The mid-day heat is intense though dry, but the freshness of the earl}' morn-

ing on the Deccan is cool and delicious, and a dift'erence in temperature of

forty degrees between the noons and midnights is not unusual. Poona, with

its elevated position and comparatively fine atmosphere, was chosen by the

Marathi chiefs as their capital in 1750.

When their power began to wane aad the city came into the hands of the

English they made it a military station, and schools for engineering as well

as Government English schools and a Sanskrit college were established.
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With a population of about one hundred thousand, the line drawn between

the native quarter and the English portion of the community is as rigid as in

our own Southern States. Large grounds and luxuriant gardens mark the

residences of the rulers of the land here as elsewhere throughout India,

while the native city is closely packed and divided into seven quarters,

which are named after the days of the week.

While there are mission schools in Poona, founded and carried on by the

Church of England, Scotch Presbyterian and American Methodist mission-

aries, all doing excellent work, } et the two names Avhich make Poona famous

r

!

OIKLS WATERING GARDEN AT SHARADA SADAX.

as an educational center are the names of women—Mrs. Sorabji, wlio

founded the' Victoria High School for Girls in 1S76, and Pundita Ramabai,
wiio removed her school for high-caste Hindu widows to Poona in 1S92,

although it had been started in Bombay in 1S89. A more detailed mention

of Mrs. Sorabji's remarkable family tlian can be made in this article will be

found in Life and Light, March, 1900, under the title, " Educated Women
in Modern India." Of Mrs. Sorabji's seven children six were girls, and as

she herself is a woman of unusual intellectual power and force of character,

it is not surprising that with this equipment, and the fact that she had tne
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interests of six girls to provide for in a country where a woman's chance is

small, she should be a pioneer in the cause of higher education for girls. It

is not a common thing among even advanced American women for a mother

of seven children to undertake any large scheme of educational work outside

her own home.

But this is exactly what Mrs. Sorabji did. One of the daughters says.

It seemed to my mother that the great question of how to bring the nations

in India together could best be solved by making them learn together as

children. " So the Victoria High

School was founded, where

Europeans, Parsees, Brahmins,

Jews and Mohammedans are

successfully taught together,

and the range of instruction is

from the kindergarten to a de-

pai-tment in which older girls

are prepared for the matricula-

tion examination of the Univer-

sity of Bomba}^ The Zenana

Bible and Medical Mission, a

British society which lias re-

cently been represented in this

country by the Hon. Emily

Kinnaird and Miss Edge, makes

a grant toward this work, and

the school is conducted in build-

ings belonging to this society.

At the celebration of the twenty-

fifth anniversary of the found-

ing of the school the Governor

of Bombay presided, and spoke

in the highest terms of the work of Mrs. Sorabji and her gifted daughters.

It is an encouraging sign of the times that both the Viceroy, Lord Curzon,

and the Governor of Bombay publicly emphasize the great importance of

education for the women of India. The Bishop of Bombay speaks of

the school as " one of the most valuable educational institutions in the

Piesidency." Three other schools are also carried on by these ladies.

One is for Parsees exclusively, where a nominal fee is charged ; another is

intended for young Mohammedan girls of good family, who are not allowed

to attend mixed schools ; and the third undertakes the task of training

MADAME SORABJI.
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teachers, and is almost the only institution of the kind in the Bombay
Presidency.

At one time in the history of these scliools IMrs. Sorabji was assisted by
four of her daughters. To quote again from the Bishop of Bombay, lie says :

" These schools are carried on in the Christian spirit, the intention being

not only to educate, but to build up character, to develop all that is good, to

set up Christian ideals. Christian beliefs and ideas are instilled into the

minds of these little children with patience, tenderness, love and success."

Two of Mrs. Sorabji's daughters have visited America. At the time of the

Parliament of Religions, in connection with the Columbian Fair at Chicago,

in 1893, Miss Jean Sorabji appeared on the platform of that notable gatlier-

ing as the representative of the Christian women of India. The annual

meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions held in Pittsfield in 1901 was
addressed by Miss Susie Sorabji, who was on a mission to this country- and

Great Britain in behalf of these same Poona schools. She was also present

at the Conference of Young. Women held at Silver Bay, Lake George, in

June of 1902. She has a most attractive personality, and speaks with both

grace and force. Her mission ended, she has returned to her work in

Poona.

It is not extravagant to assert that the Pundita Ramabai stands in the fore-

most rank of reformers and educators among Hindu women. Probably

there is no native woman of tliat country who could compare for a moment
with Ramabai in sucli a combination of intellectual endowment, reformatory

auv philanthropic zeal, and a consecrated. Christian spirit.

Tiie outline of her wonderful career is well known to most of our readers,

and to wlioever wishes to become better acquainted with one of our most

interesting contemporaries, let me recommend the Story of Rainabars Life^

as told by Helen vS. Dver, and tlie last edition of Ramabai's own book,

The High- Caste Hindu Wo??ian^ which is enriched by a sympathetic intro-

duction by Mrs. Judith \V. Andrews, of Boston, who has been the chair-

man of the Ramabai Association for many years, and who can speak from

personal observation of Ramabai's work in Poona. These books can be

obtained from the circulating library at the Board Rooms. A widow her-

self, and knowing what the high-caste widow of India has to suffer when
left to endure the barbarous customs of her country, Ramabai's benevolent

heart was stirred to open a school for this despised class so that tliey might

be fitted by an education for possible usefulness in the future.

Her school, named Sharada Sadatz, meaning Abode of Wisdom, began

in Bombay with two pupils, tlie alphabet being taught in three languages,

Marathi, English and Sanskrit. One of these forlorn little widows had
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three times attempted to take her own life, but the fear of being re-born a

woman kept her from the fatal deed. She is now the educated wife of a

professor in Poona College, and a happy mother. Considerations of health

and other reasons caused Ramabai to move the school to Poona in 1892,

and it occupies a commodious bungalow standing in about two acres of

ground. The attendance lias steadily increased. While the school was

started on a strictly secular basis, as Ramabai's own spiritual life deepened

the atmosphere of the Sharada Sadan became more and more permeated

by Christianity. For several years Ramabai felt that it was due both to her

Hindu and American friends to keep the school as secular as our own public

schools in America, where it is still a question whether the reading of the

Bible is permissible.

But within the last year she has decided that rather than keep the school

non-Christian she would resign the presidency. However, the American

Association, now her chief supporter, has reappointed her head of the

school, with the widest liberty to follow her judgment in all matters of

administration.

Ramabai's daughter, Manorama, after graduating at a private school in this

country, relinquished her desire for a college course in order to return to

Poona and assist her mother. She is now the happy and successful vice

principal of the Sharada Sadan.

The necessary limits of this article forbid any detailed account of Rama-
bai's phenomenal work in rescuing famine victims and providing a home
and employment for them. The philanthropic spirit and practical executive

ability do not always go hand in hand as is the case with this exceptionally

gifted woman, who seems to us as divinely commissioned to do a great work
for her people as any hero or heroine we read of in the Old Testament

Scriptures.

The spirit that animates her is somewhat revealed in tlie message she gave

to the readers of T/ie High- Caste Hindu Woman when it first appeared

fourteen years ago. " Remind them," she said, " that it was out of

Nazareth that the blessed Redeemer of mankind came ; tliat great reforins

have again and again been wrought by instrumentalities that the world

despised. Ask them to help me educate the high-caste child widow ; for I

solemnly believe that this hated and despised class of women, educated and

enlightened, are by God's grace to redeem India."
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A NATIVE CHRISTIAN WOMAN OF INDIA.

BY MRS. WM. O. BALLANTINE.

T is well sometimes to consider those lives which are unknown
to the great world, yet which shed their fragrance in secluded

nooks—like delicate flowers which cannot bear the noondav

sunshine, but make beautiful one little place near a sheltering

rock. Such a life is Sarabai's. All her early years were
spent in her father's home until she attended school in Ahmed-

nagar. Then after her marriage came the care of little children,—half a

score of them ; and when they were all grown up and gone awa}- came the

opportunity to give herself fully to God's work. Day by day in the constant

exercise of prayer and love she learned to know her neighbor's heart, and to

look upon all women as her sisters without respect to caste or religious

customs.

Our first meeting was when she came from her home in a remote village

to welcome the new missionary. We walked together in the sunny garden

path with the roses on either side that December day. She could not speak

a word of my language, but picked one of my own roses and gave it to me
when she said "salaam" at parting. She was counted as my first friend

among a people henceforth to be mv own.

Tliere is a large town miles to the north of Rahuri where at a time not

very remote not one Christian woman could be found ; more than this,

efforts to reach tlie women had been made in vain. Sarabai was sent to live

in this town.

There had been the beginning of a mission station near this j^lace years

before, but calamity had overtaken it. In the missionar3-'s family, first the

children died ; then their young, fair mother, too, fell a victim to the climate.

She was buried near a Gothic stone chapel, and the place was deserted for

years, only that Hindus worsh'ped at her grave, carrying rice and cocoanuts

and defiling the white headstone with red paint; but when a pastor and his

wife, Sarabai, were sent to the town, the Gothic chapel was removed stone

by stone and a new chapel erected in the pastor's compound. Tiie neglected

grave was moved at this time, and is now under a babul tree near the

chapel.

From this mission chapel and home has gone an influence which has

been felt in every other home in the town. \\ e cannot follow Sarabai in all

her work. Sometimes the women sit close around her in her one room.

Often at the close of the dav she goes out to the riverside to meet the women
coming home with grass to sell. They are all glad to see her, and put their
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carefully gathered bundles down from their lieads and listen to " God's

story " from one who loves to tell it. Once when we were crossing the

Pravara River together, when almost knee deep in the middle of it she

stopped to talk with Hindu caste women who came down at evening to get

fresh water for the evening meal. Most of the women were young, and she

sent them off soon saying, " Go quickly, so your mothers-in-law will not

find fault." Her face as she tells of "my Father" is happiness itself.

Sarabai's theologv is not of the Calvinistic type ; with herself slie is rigidly

exacting, with her sisters most lenient. She seems rather absorbed in

living out the Christ life than in teaching any fixed rules of faith. We

VILLAGE WOMEN LISTENING TO SARABAI.

visit many villages together, and come upon such pitiable conditions that

one's sympathies are severely taxed. In one of these desolate, God-forsaken

villages a blind woman, old and very feeble, groped her way out to us.

The last one of her family was lying dead in the house. " There is no

one left to give me even a drink of water," she cried. Sarabai sat down
beside her with her arms about her neck and told her, not that they were all

lost forever because they were Hindus and no one had taught them a better

way, but that she must look to the one true Father ; that he loved her, and

would sometime give all she had lost back to her heart again. Such words
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she spoke to this afflicted woman until the stars rushed out, and but for the

moonlight we should hardly have reached our camp in safety.

One night in her own town a Hindu woman lay dying. She had heard

Sarabai's words many times and loved God in her secret heart, and now
that her end was near sent for the Christian woman. The husband and

relatives remained outside while hour after hour Sarabai and the woman
were alone. After her death the husband said to Sarabai, I do not know
what I shall do without her, but I will not be sad because you say she has

gone to a better home and has obtained peace and happiness."

Sarabai belongs to no " club " nor Christian Endeavor Society, and only

once has she been out of her own district to attend a conference, and this

time is a delightful memory to her yet. She came back with great enthusiasm

for her work, which is entirely voluntary, and with increased fitness and

ability to do it. She had long wanted this means of spiritual uplifting.

Another desire of this childlike woman was to look over the sea and the

ships in which the missionaries come to India. She has had an opportunity

to do this, also, when during famine times she took charge of a railway

carriage more than full of little waifs. The long journey was made by night,

and toward morning, when the children became restless, she sang with them

until they reached Bombay.

Any meeting of the women seems complete if she is present. Her ciieerful,

quiet face and ponderous body give her a presence dignified and most

pleasing. She knows every one of the many women who come to the

station twice a year for examination. She is interested in the welfare of

each, and gives to each some espec'al attention. To see her is good, but to

hear her is an inspiration. Her prayers are those of one accustomed to talk

with God; even in a general meeting she does not say ''our" but "my
Father in Heaven." She never seems to think she is prominent in any way.

She is just herself.

Her work is distinctly voluntary ; she would not have it otherwise. All

the remuneration she wants is opportunity to do more. Sometimes a warm
quilt is given to her to use when touring in the cold season, or a suitable

lugadi^ or jacket, replaces her well-mended one.

She was never heard to complain of any hardship, whether riding for

miles over a rough road in a springless cart, or walking through a river ford,

or making her bread outside in the chilly night wind on an iron plate set

over a three-stone fireplace. " Do not take thought for me
;
you have your

little babas ; I am all right."

Sometimes when the women have been collected for an outdoor meeting

some man will begin to talk, asking questions to confuse the speaker and
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break up the attention of the women. One such she answered,—and the

Marathi she used had an especially tactful tone,—" Dear brother, you go

to the bungalow and there talk of these high things to the Doctor Sahib
;

these women cannot understand such questions." This same man did soon

after come to us saying he wanted instruction, and finally asked for baptism.

We often hear the expression, "May we give of our substance.^" There

are probably no people who so practically work out this petition for them-

selves as do the native Christian women of India. " Take this and spend it

for God's work," vSarabai said, putting five shining rupees into my hand.

I want to give it because I am the happiest w^oman in town."

This was truly " giving of her substance." It represented more than ten

davs of her husband's wages, yet it was not taken from the family store, but

had been saved by personal sacrifice extending over many months.

Loving, working, giving,—these are Sarabai's great pleasures. A life of

freedom, \'et of delightful service ; an ambition which craves only further

opportunity for work. As we sum up this character we realize how far

from being notable, in the sense of being widely known, it is.

The change from the Hindu woman to Christian womanhood goes on—

a

ceaseless miracle before our wondering eyes. The children of Christian

parents and grandparents have an untold advantage, yet many of the Hindu

wanderers and outcasts of 1897 are to-day valued helpers in the great work
of uplifting others. Among them all we can find many stimulating examples

in all that is lovely, unselfish and devoted.

February 23, 1903.

THE COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN ASSOCIATION.

In regard to the " Countess of Dufferin's Medical Association in India," Lady
Dufferin herself says :

—

The objects we set before us were : first, the teaching and training in

India of women as doctors and midwives
;
second, the establishment of

hospitals and dispensaries under female superintendence for women and

children
;
third, the supply of trained nurses and midwives. It was realized

from the beginning that medical tuition was of the first importance, and that

we must lay the foundation of future success bv educating in India as manv
women as possible to be doctors. A number of scholarships were established

in the medical schools of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Lahore and Agra, and
every possible encouragement was giv^en to students to come forward and to

the schools themselves to undertake and to facilitate tlie traininq: of women.
The backward state of preliminary education amongst Indian girls and the
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retiring disposition of native women made it difficult to find suitable candi-

dates ; but although these difficulties have not yet disappeared, the number
of pupils has slowly and steadily increased, and we now have three hundred

and seventy-nine female students in India, to say nothing of those who have

passed out from the schools, and who have already been doing good w^ork in

many hospitals and dispensaries throughout the country.

The United Kingdom Branch of the Association assists the educational

work by giving scholarships of one hundred pounds each to women who,

having been educated in India, and having practiced as doctors in independent

posts there, come to England to take higher qualifications, and to improve

themselves by seeing something of medical work in our hospitals. There are

now practicing in India tliirty-seven fully qualified lady doctors, eighty

assistant surgeons, and two liundred and ninety hospital assistants. The
establishment of female hospital wards and dispensaries was the second object

of the Association. The central committee and provincial branches gave

assistance by grants-in-aid, but seldom themselves embarked upon any

expenditure in bricks and mortar. In the native states, however, a great

number of beautiful new hospitals have been built, and are completely main-

tained by the native rulers. In Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Lahore, and

many other places, there are fine hospitals under female superintendence, tlie

total number in 1900 being two hundred and forty-seven, including female

wards and dispensaries. The training of midwives and nurses was for

various reasons connected with the customs of the country—the most

difficult part of the scheme to succeed in. Lady Curzon is about to make a

great effort to carry out this third object of the National Association, and as

a memorial of the late queen-empress, has already collected a large sum of

money for the purpose. Native approval has been so thoroughly won over

that there is no important state where the ruling rajah has not provided

female medical help for the women of his people."

MISSIONARY LETTERS.
Miss Bertha P. Reed, who sailed for Pao-ting-fu in October last, sends this cheery

letter from her new field of work :

—

You told me to write to you when I w^as blue, but I fear that you will look

long for a letter if I obey that injunction, so I am going to write anyway.

So far, at least, I have been very happv in Pao-ting-fu. Life is full of inter-

est on all sides, and I am enjoying every new occupation and new siglit.

The study of the language is exceedingly interesting, and keeps me so busv

that I have to stretch the minutes hard to get the time I want for Bible study,

and letter'-writing besides.
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I am living with the Atvvoods and the Perkins family in the large new
house, and our combined family circle is very pleasant. I am mourning

with every one else here because Miss Miner couldn't come. There is a

house ready now where we could keep house if she were here, but, as it is,

the housekeeping things are stored, waiting till I can use them. The Ai-

kens are in their house at one side of the compound. Of course there is

much to remind us of the sorrows of two years ago,— the holes where once

were trees, the ruins of the ladies' house, the line of white gravestones. It

seems to me very wonderful that after such tragedy God has again opened

the way for the work here, and that it can start up with such vigor and find

so many openings. I think so often of those who came a few years ago to

this same spot with the same joys and hopes that I have,—and then came the

end of their work. I trust that the time of danger is over now, and that we
newcomers may work on long. Certainly I want to work hard and to do

much, for after all that has been given here, there must be a harvest ready.

Miss Russell tells me that there will be great opportunities among the women
all about when once I am able to talk. Mrs. Perkins and I go often for little

visits to the girls' school, and the girls came here on the afternoon of De-

cember twenty-fourth to play games and have a little Christmas treat. I can

say various things to them now, though our conversation isn't as free as it

will be in time. They are all so interesting. A plan is being discussed now
for uniting with the Presbyterians in this school work,—a plan for the Pres-

byterian girls in Peking to go to the Bridgman School and for ours here to

go to the Presbyterian school. It seems to us all very wise and an economy

of the time and strength of the missionaries ; instead of two teachers each

hearing a small class on the same subject, one teacher can hear both classes

at the same time, and the other teacher be left for other work. There is

great need of foreign help now in our school, and I can do so little for some

time yet. If the schools are united, there will still be abundance of work

left for me : the women's work in the city, the country work, the station

classes and training of Bible women, visits to the dispensary to see the

women who come, the oversight of the day schools,—and we want to estab-

lish more such schools to prepare for the boarding school,—and the over-

sight of the support of our girls who are in the Presbyterian school, would

still need two people instead of one. As I think of all the work, I do so

want to be at it ; but the language is a barrier which can be demolished only

with time. I am working Ijard at it, with a very good Chinese teacher.

A group of women last Sunday were quite delighted when I could tell them

my age in Chinese, and said I could soon be teaching them to read, I only

hope I can. I know they need help, but it is hard for me to realize just

how much, for as yet I see only tlie surface of their lives.
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I feel every day God has been good to bring me to just this place, and I

am happy in present work and in the prospect of future service that will be

entirely for him. I pray that he will help me at everv point to do the work
in the right way and to show the people something of his love. His care

has been with us all the way here, for our journey was in all ways beautiful

and peaceful. The Pacific assumed its calmest mood, and maintained it

without variation till we reached Tientsin. There the railroad was ready

for us, and here the big, warm house ; so I have still to make acquaintance

with missionary hardships. The clear, invigorating air and bright sunshine

of the North China winter are wonderful, and I enjoy them so much in my
daily "constitutionals" up and down the compound. I cannot realize that

I am so far from America.

Miss Cora F. Keith writes from Maebashi, Japan :

—

I am just back from a four weeks' visit in the home of one of our evangel-

ists, and very glad to see a table-cloth and napkin again, I can assure

you. Until you have used the floor for a chair, desk, bed and all for a few

weeks, you cannot realize the comfort of American life. I consider myself

very fortunate in the kind hospitality of my hosts, and am confident that my
Japanese will show the benefit of the eflbrt. Haraichi is a little country

town, but we have an independent church there, with members a good deal

scattered. Mr. Ota, the acting pastor, has prayer meetings two evenings

a week in villages two and five miles from the church ; and a woman's

meeting, which Mrs. Ota conducts, is held sometimes in one region, some-

times in another. So the work, though centering at the church, is actively

carried on in other places as well.

I made my first address in Japanese at a meeting for women at the house

of a delightful old woman, whose face lighted up with the true Christ-love

as she said she did wish I would come, for her neighbors, none of them,

knew anything about the Jesus way, and she wanted them to come to hear.

So I agreed, and served to draw in not only the women, but the young men
and children to listen to a good talk from Mr. Ota. My own speech was

very short, but I had the pleasure of being told that it was understood.

I saw a good deal of some girls of twelve or fourteen, and came to feel

well acquainted with them. At their meeting, which they hold Saturday

afternoons, I spoke to them twice, and won their devotion by teaching them

"Jesus loves me" in English. Three of these girls belong to Christian

families, and plan to come to the Maebashi school next year. I cannot

help hoping that some of the others may be brought to seek more education

at a school where there will be religious instruction as well.
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The Middle vSchool is fortunate enough to have a teacher of Enghsh who
M'as graduated from a Methodist school in Tokyo, has a good command of

English, and is an earnest Christian. Hearing about me he came to call,

and asked if I would speak to his boys. As 1 am glad to learn anything I

can about public school work, I agreed. The principal was pleased to

hear that a foreigner was willing to speak in English to his students, and

arranged for a meeting of the school literary society, at the close of which

I spoke on the study of English. He then asked if I would not sing

America," so after repeating the first stanza and the last, I sang them.

It surprised the boys to learn that the close of our national song is a prayer.

This visit to the Middle School brought a number of the students to call on

me by twos and threes ; and this in turn gave Mr. Ota an introduction to

them, and led some to purchase hymn books and to attend the Sunday

service. In missionary work one never knows what spiritual results may
follow what seems to be very secular work.

My visit in Haraichi is over, but I hope there may be lasting benefits from

it—in m.y own use of Japanese, which was my primary object, and in the

lives of the Christians who became my friends, and their non-Christian

neighbors, whose attention was drawn to the church and its work.

Miss Martha H. Pixley writes from Esidumbini, Upper Tongaat Natal, South

Africa :

—

Mrs. Taylor and I are left by ourselves much of the time with only the

native people about us, and see no other white face imless it be that of a

colonial policeman.

I'll give you a sample of my days to show how I am occupied. We
breakfast about 7.45 on white corn meal porridge, with milk and sugar,

eggs in some form, bread and butter and coffee. After breakfast prayers

in Zulu follow with the natives employed about the place. When Mr.

Taylor is away I lead them, for Mrs. Taylor is not familiar enough with

the language. If it be Monday, Wednesday or Friday the coolie postman

next arrives with the mail bag, and we read our letters and papers. The
missionary has to be postmaster for tiiis district, and it is surprising how
many letters the people send and receive now that they have learned to

write.

Next comes a medical case, usually a mother bringing a child needmg
worm medicine or some remedy for sores. I treat the ordinary ailments,

but if it is an affection of the eyes or a surgical case, I tell them they must

go to town and consult a European doctor ; this means a long day's journey.

A part of the morning is taken up preparing work for the" sewing class

of forty girls. I cut out petticoats and chemises of unbleached calico and
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shirts of galaten, also patchwork. The girls sew them in school, and we
sell the garments for what the material costs. The sewing class is com-

posed of the girls who attend the day school, and they sew from 1.30 to-

3 o'clock. This is a busy time for me, keeping them supplied with sewing,,

basting work for the little ones and examining the work of the older girls.

The ages range from eight to sixteen.

After sewing class I have time for reading or sewing and then a walk.

Sometimes I call on some sick person. I would do much more visiting had

I strength to climb the hills, and I hope to secure a gentle horse or donkey

for this purpose before the year is out.

About sunset I am likely to have another patient. Some weeks they

average two a day. It is amusing to hear them describe their symptoms.

They have no faith in a medicine uidess it has a strong taste, and produces

some effect in a short time. It is hard to treat a case of fever among them

where the patient requires constant caie and attention for a long time.

They believe in emetics and blood-letting. A girl with lung trouble will

be dosed with emetic after emetic, and blood will be drawn from the chest

where the pain is. They usually call in first their native doctors, who deal

in charms and herbs, emetics and blood-letting ; when they find themselves

no better, then thev come to us. A man near here has rheumatic fever.

He had native doctors first, who bled him to take out the bad blood, and

finally one of them sprinkled him with boiling hot water. This was too

much ; he decided to let native medicine alone and sent to us. We could

not cure him, but gave medicines to help him and relieve the pain. These

were used with benefit, and he is gradually improving.

Our evenings we usually have to ourselves. The people do not like to be

abroad after sunset, so we have no callers, and of course there is nothing

for us to go to in the way of lecture, concert or evening social of any kind.

We spend our evenings writing, reading or sewing. The home we have

is an object-lesson to this people, and in many ways we are teaching tliem

without saN'ing a word.

Twice a year, in January and again in June, we leave Esidumbini and go
to meet with others of our mission at one of the central stations, Amanzim-
tote or Inanda. Here we spend two weeks together, discussing the prob-

lems of the work, comparing notes, laying out future work, and having

prayer and conference meetings together and getting better acquainted with

one another.

Miss Phelps writes from Inanda on January 15, 1903 :

—

It is now vacation, and though I am not quite so busy as when all the

girls are here and a regular routine must be gone through every day, the
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days are hardly long enough, thougli now at their longest, for all that must

be done. Some repairs on the buildings and some house cleaning must be

planned and overlooked if properly done. School-account books need sev-

eral days' work, and other writing in connection with school work has been

left for the more quiet vacation days. Some of my duties are so menial

that you might question if they are properly part of missionary work. But

knowing that all these details are necessary to the development of Christian

womanhood among these girls, I feel that the humblest duties are mission

work.

We have with us even during vacation quite a company of girls, for our

laundry is usually kept up right through vacation. Some, also, are weed-

ing the garden, where the weeds grow so fast at this season with the corn

and sweet potatoes that are to be the food of the girls during the coming

year. About twenty girls are living with us, and more come in to work.

. . . Two girls from one village have died recently, and tiiree otlier girls

in our highest class also live there. We hear that their friends say they

must find another school, for girls die at Inanda. We are not greatly

surprised, for the people, even the Christians, are still very superstitious

about sickness. We are sorry, for at the close of the last term these girls

passed the second-class (government) teachers' examination, and we hoped

they would return for another year of study, and get the next higher

certificate.

Mrs. Porter writes from Prague in a private letter dated January i6, 1903 :

—

This bright morning makes us to " rejoice and be glad," for our winter

days are apt to be continuously dark and thick with fog and smoke, and so

short that Livingstone must go to school almost before daylight, and the

maid comes almost every other day asking for money wherewith to buy
" petroly "—kerosene.

Next week Wednesday comes our women's missionary meeting. We are

studying now missions in Europe, following the apostolic plan of " begin-

ning at Jerusalem,"—that is, Bohemia,—and working thence outward.

Brother Kostomlasky has given us two afternoons on the history or work

in Bohemia up to the time when the American Board began work in

Austria. Pastor Urbaneh has Moravia next week, and next month the

women of Smlchov will visit us *' Weinbergers," and we shall study our

own mission from its beginning, about thirty years ago, with maps and all

we can find to help.

At each meeting the women, a few each time, bring items of missionary

news from the world over, and we hope to take for special prayer the mis-

sionaries and schools named by the prayer calendar for that particular month



162 LIFE AND LIGHT. {^April,

In a personal note from Mrs. H. C. Haskell, dated Philippopolis, January 29, 1903,

We read :

—

What can I tell you about Bulgaria? From what our friends write

I fancy the papers tell you more than we know. There are gloomy
forebodings as to what the spring will bring forth. Dr. Clarke has just

returned from a town m the Raztov, and brings harrowing views of the

condition of things there. The Turkish authorities treated him with great

respect and cordiality, and he hoped that his remonstrances in regard to the

conduct of Turkish soldiers and gendarmes had some effect. But things

cannot go on as they are. The people are being driven to desperation, and

say liberty or death.

As to our work, of course the disturbed conditions are not ftivorable ; but

there is far less fear for us and a greater readiness to listen to the gospel

than a few years ago. My husband has been in Sofia assisting the pastor,

and on two week-day evenings he gave lectures on the Atonement, which

he had prepared for the Christian workers who met in Samokov last sum-

mer for their triennial summer school. Tliey could by no means be called

" popular lectures," for they required close attention and thought. Still the

church was full, three hundred and fifty being present the second evening,

and fifty standing for fifty-five minutes to listen. So all over the field an

extra occasion calls out a multitude. This has been specially marked dur-

ing Christmas time, when appropriate exercises were held in many places.

The weather being mild, in some cases the windows were taken out to

allow those in the yard to hear, and yet the crowd was so great that many
could not get even that privilege. Our special need is the reviving of our

church. If a forgiving spirit could prevail among us, and all our bickering and

strife be done away with, I think a spiritual blessmg would come. Pray for us

Miss Isabel Trowbridge writes from Aintab, Turkey, January- 13, 1903 :

—

These are glad days in Aintab. I wish you could be among us, for words

cannot describe our great joy at the work that God is doing here. The
awakening in the schools, the college and the city has come gradually, and

as a result' of definite prayer. On the last day of 1902 a series of meetings

was held for the Christian workers of the city, at wdiich many of us were

helped and blessed, but before that many had been praying and thinking about

the Week of Prayer. In our school we decided to give the first forty-five

minutes of each day for a special prayer meeting ; we teachers met to pray

about the plans for the week, and chose as a general subject, " The Kingdom
of Heaven," with sub-topics for each day, such as, ^' How to enter it," "Its

King," "Its laws," and "The life of the members." Every girl in schoo
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was given a slip the week before bearing the topics and references. The
meetings last week were very good, the girls being so ready to take part that

it was often difficult to close on time ; but it was not until Sunday and this

week that these questions have really come home to the girls personall}'

and brought them to the point of deciding for Christ. All day Sunday the

girls were meeting in little groups for prayer and conversation ; and Sundav

vening twenty-three testified to a new consecration to Christ, or came out

for the first time in entire surrender. Two of the younger girls came to me
Sunday afternoon and told me their desire and troubles, and then, after we
had talked a little, quite naturally and simply gave their hearts to God.

Their faces have been beaming ever since. Yesterday and to-day we have

not only kept on with last week's meetings in the morning, but at noon

recess there have been special meetings for prayer and testimony, or for ask-

ing questions. Looking at the school list, I see that half of the girls in

school, or forty-one out of eighty-tvv^o, have in these last few days publicly

professed either their desire or decision to follow Christ, or have renewed

their consecration. Some of the younger day scholars have not yet been

much impressed I think, and there are two girls at least who want to come
into this life, but are afraid. One has a very wicked home and is afraid she

cannot keep on being a Christian if she begins. Then, too, she says, " How
can I come to God with so many sins.''" I believe she will not be long out-

side. God has been teaching me my great need of wisdom and my depend-

ence on him in meeting all these girls and their difficulties. All the teachers

are very earnest, and work together in this matter in a way that makes one's

heart glad.

It has been examination week, and hard in some ways to give extra time,

but girls and teachers have willingly arranged their work and shortened re-

cesses in order to have time to meet together in this way.

In the college there have been remarkable meetings and cases of conver-

sion, a large number of young men having taken a definite stand as Christians.

In the churches, likewise, there have been daily meetings, sometimes last-

ing hours ; and men and women have borne witness to changed lives. In

the Second Church especially, some have come out whom no one expected

to do so, and men now see the need of carrying their religion into the markets

and bazaars. In the hospital, too, there has been deep interest—some hard

drinkers and some Moslems having asked for prayers.

We are all so busy with these special meetings that we have not had time

to meet in our weekly station meeting, but if we could do so it would be a

joyful one
;
every one of us would have something wonderful to report and to

be thankful for. God is blessing us far more than I, for one, had faith to expect.



HELPS FOR LEADERS.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE.

BY MRS. C. H. DANIELS.

There has been nn attempt made of late to renew in the auxiliaries a

sense of the importance attaching to life membership in the Woman's Board.

The correspondence between Aunt Lucille and Niece Mary, printed in

leaflet form by the Board, is based upon the fact that a certain prominent

worker dates her interest in foreisfn missions from the time when some friend

or auxiliary made her a life member of the Board. Aunt Lucille may point

a moral for the auxiliaries, but a pertinent question on this page is. Do the

young women and ciiildren care anything about being made life members in

the Woman's Board ?

The first ans.wer is, There is not evidence at hand to show from the past

whether they care or not. It would be of interest to see hands go up, and

gather in the testimony from the scattered Juniors who have thus been

honored.

Lacking explicit testimony on this point, we yet venture the following

propositions and commend them to our Junior officers of districts and of

local societies :

—

I. Any Junior or mission-circle child will feel pleased and honored if she

receives a certificate of life membership.

(164)



OUR WIDOWS. 165

2. There is the possibility that such a remembrance may move a young

member to a deeper, a lasting interest in the Mastei's cause,

A single touch of uifluence often widens out in large circles, such are

spiritual laws.

3. With life membership as an aim, year by year, giving will be stimulated.

It will be an agreeable ambition for the children to reach the high-water

mark of twenty-five dollars at one time, and with that gift make their presi-

dent or secretary a life member in the honored Woman's Board.

4. As Aunt Lucille was drc-^wn in, so some young woman, outside the

circle, may desire to attend a meeting of that society which has surprised

her with a certificate of life membership. She may even join the workers

eventually.

Perhaps we cannot hope for a v/idespread increase of life memberships

among our young people, because many of their circles are too small and

feeble to make a gift of twenty-five dollars at any one time even with this

additional stimulus. Nevertheless, we believe there is scope for this method,

among others, to ply its way, and to help on the enlargement of our Junior

ranks.

Junior secretaries, will you not look over your fields and see where you

can suggest this matter to the local societies.''

Leaders, will you have this in mind for the young ladies, for the children,

and when a life membership can avail for good, will you not make use of its

power ?

OUR WIDOWS.

BY MISS ANSTICE ABBOTT.

( Translation by Mrs. A. E. Dean.)

{Continued.^

NE day when siie went out on the veranda she heard the

voice of singing, and looking about, saw a lady at the other

end. Tiie hymn was one she had heard six or seven years

before. Filled with delight, she went and sat down behind

the missionary. About twenty or more women were gath-

ered together, and were listening most attentively ; others

were peeping out of the doors of their rooms. One handsome woman stood at

a distance and gazed at the lady scornfully, while another was sitting in her

doorway and saying things calculated to trouble her. Finally an old grand-

mother came out, and calling loudly to her daughter-in-law in an abusive
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manner, said: "What business have you there? Are you not coming into

the house? " At once two young women got up and rushed into their rooms.

When the missionary finished her song, she began i6 explain the meaning.

Suddenly all she had learned when a child came to Chandri's memor3'.
" This lady does not look like my madam, but lier voice is like hers," she

said to herself, and her eyes began to fill with tears.

Seeing a number of very young girls in her audience, the missionary told

them of Christ's saving in regard to children, " Forbid them not," and how
he blessed them. These very words Chandri remembered, and her tears

began to flow. The missionary said : Do you not see how the Lord

loved little children ? What a blessed thing it would be if all these children

would come to Jesus." Chandri's heart was fulL It seemed almost as if

she was back again in school, and that her dear madam had her hand on

her head, and was saying to her: "Chandri, you are Jesus' lamb. Never

forget this." At this remembrance she began to sob. The missionary

turned around and asked why she cried. Not one word could Chandri

utter ; her heart was too full. The women could not explain any reason,

so they began to ply her with questions ; but not one word could they get

out of her.

As the missionary rose to go the women began to say :
" When will you

come again? Return quickly," according to their custom. She promised

to come again in a week.

All the time till the missionary returned Chandri felt very uneasy for

having cried before all the women, and for losing the golden opportunity of

talking to the missionary.

When the day came for the lady to come again, she placed herself on the

stairs, which were fortunately opposite her own apartment, to watch for

her. As soon as she saw the missionary she saluted her with a smile and

a " salaam." The lady kissed little Balkrishna and then asked her why she

had cried. With much hesitation and coaxing on the madam's part she

was finally persuaded to tell her the whole story in as few words as pos-

sible. The missionary was greatly rejoiced to know that Chandri knew
about Jesus, and that through all her trials she had never worshiped idols.

She asked her if she really loved the Lord and lived as he w^ould have her.

Chandri said: "I have not forgotten Jesus, but I have forgotten what his

wish is. I could not act up to it even if I would." The lady asked her if

she might come every week to teacli her. Chandri heartily assented at

first, but suddenly said :
" No ; do not come. What will my mother-in-law

say?"
" Ask your mother-in-law," she replied ;

" but tlie women must be wait-

ing for me. Are you coming? "
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With great earnestness Chandri drank in all that she heard that day.

Taking a hymn book fvom the lady, she helped so much in the singing that

all the women were astonished. They did not even know that she could

read, and remarked how like a " hidden gem " she was.

Chandri began to feel as a lost lamb who had at last found its mother, so

full of joy was she. She begged the missionary to come often. " Why
only once a week? Why not once in four days or even to-morrow?" she

urged. How little the poor child knew of the troubles and obstacles

already awaiting her !

CHAPTER IV.

According to Hindu custom, the hrst hve vears of married life are full

of fasts and ceremonies and worship. " The names only of all would

fill a book," there being three most important, which are connected with

the good fortune of the woman—the good fortune being that she should die

before her husband and thus escape widowhood. Anvone neglecting such

ceremonies is set down at once as desiring her husband's death. Poor

Chandri was in great straits. She despised idolatry, and was still more

against it since hearing the missionary again.

The last important ceremony wa.s drawing near, and she was in great fear

and trepidation. Although she knew it would do no good, she told her

husband how she felt. She craved the little comfort of relieving her mind to

her true friend. He said, " Do just as you like ; neither you nor I believe

in these things, but I can say nothing to my mother nor tc^ you about it."

Her heart was nearly torn asunder by her thoughts. Idolatry was so sinful,

and yet she, dreaded to break the comparatively peaceful relations siie was

then enjoying with her mother-in-law. The Lord is on the side of the right,

and his blessing brings victory. She decided that whatever came she would

not worship idols.

United effort against public opinion is hard to carry out, but for a young

thing fourteen or fifteen years old, under subjection to a mother-in-law, to

express her own opinions requires great courage. Althougli she was not

aware of it, the spirit of God was at work in her heart.

The Tuesday for the grand ceremony arrived, and with it began to dawn
the strife between the two. Chandri, with kind words, tried to explain her

position, but in vain. The religious devotee began her abuse. As on former

occasions Chandri might have answered back, but she had become more

patient since the missionary's visit.

Noticing that however much she said to her daughter-in-law. she was not

obeyed, Kukmabai's anger rose. She, too, went with her trials to her
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husband. The son, thinking it was not quite the thing to listen to what the

parents were saying, put his books under his arm and started out. The

clashing of old customs with new ideas simply amused him. Kukmabai

turned to her husband in great anger and said, " Take your daughter-in-law

and tie her around your neck. I told you not to bring such a plague into

the house. The family destroyer ! The vixen !"

Chintopunt mildly said, " I have told you a hundred times why I brought

her into our house. Go now ; don't be overwise. Nothing will come of

making such an ado about it. See ! I will talk with her."

*'Well, see what will come of it," and slapping her feet down as she

walked, she w^ent away.

Chintopunt called Chandri to him and used every means to turn her mind.

At first she seemed beside herself with grief and indignation, but gradually

he quieted lier. She had become rather irritable owing to the treatment she

had been receiving, though 04i the whole she was of a mild and kind

disposition. She liked her father-in-law, and Chintopunt really loved her,

not only because she was the daughter of his dear old friend, but because she

was pretty and bright, and because of the mutual love between her and his

son. The modern ideas of the young people did not trouble him so much as

they did his wife, for he knew they could never be turned back, but would

go on till they freed themselves from the old customs. Chandri felt that

idolatry was a great sin, yet she could not give a satisfactory reason for so

thinking; yet, a^ter considering the reasons, as they came to her mind, she

astonished her father-in-law by her acuteness.

He realized that in lier childhood she had been taught to look with ab-

horence on idols, and that nothing could drive it out of her, and any effort

on his part would increase her prejudices, so he said: "See here, just xbr

to-day do this. After being at all this expense you would not like to be a

laughingstock to everybody, would you } You are a very wise girl
;
just

to-day join in the ceremony. After this no one will ever trouble you
;

you can do what you like." Saying this, he put on his turban and coat and

went out.

Kukmabai seeing that her husband's kind words had no effect on the girl,

became very angry. "This ! White-footed wise one! The ruination

of a household ! Every day a brawl ! No matter wdiat ceremony is on !

This is only the third, and she is surely bringing sudden disaster upon the

house." On and on she talked whatever came into her head, but Chandri

paid no attention. She often answered back, but to-day she kept perfect

silence. This so irritated the woman that for want of more words she flew
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at the girl, who, trembling with fear, gave a loud scream. The door stood

open, but she was too frightened to run.

The mother-in-law held her two hands, and began to kick and beat

her unmercifully. Suddenly Chandri's husband appeared. Mother, stop

that," he said.

Leaving Chandri she turned to her son, and said :
" Get out of here ! You

are great to take your wife's part ; the wretch has no shame left
!

"

She again made for Chandri, but Narayan stood between them, and look-

ing at his m )ther, said : "Mother, I tell you once for all, I shall not stand

this. If you ever lift your hand again
"

"Well, what will you do then?"

He replied, "You will see what will happen."

Kukmabai had never lacked words before, and her son had never ad-

dressed her disrespectfully before, and now his dignified manner showed his

determination. She realized that once he became disobedient there was no

knowing what he would do. Yet she could not acknowledge her queen-

ship humiliated, so she said : " Do what you like. I will take the heresy

out of her and be a true Kukmabai. She shall have a sound flogging if she

does not yield."

"All right," said Narayan; "we will both go and be Christians, and

then you will be released from your responsibility."

Kukmabai's eyes were opened with this " ointment." Her son was not a

man of vain words. She knew that he would do as he said, so she said,

"Go, sir, be a Christian, or anything you like. Dance to your own music."

She then retired to the kitchen stamping her feet.

As soon as her mother-in-law went out Chandri said to her husband,

"Really, are you going to become a Christian?"

He gave her a slight smile, and said, "Impatient to be polluted, are

you ?

"

"Polluted? What is that? Does it pollute anyone to be a Christian? I

think it makes people much better."

Narayan said : "That will do. Hereafter do not trouble my mother."

"No. When did I ever trouble her?"

"Is this not a trouble to her? I have brought you two pretty books. ]

will give them to you."

" You promised to give me the New Testament and a hymn book."
" They are tlie ones

;
you shall have them to-morrow." Saying this he went

into his study, and taking up the New Testament, sat thoughtfully. Chandri

was overjoyed to know her husband's state of mind. She had not supposed

he was at all attracted toward Christianity, although a reformer. The truth
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was, ever since he commenced studN'ing English he had been in a mission

school,.so tliat for several years he had listened to the Bible, and without

realizing it, he was being impressed with its truth. His wife's conduct was

always a help. Of late he had been studying the Bible and especially what

it says against idolatry, and so was learning more of Christianity. While

he believed in the Christian religion he was not ready to leave his caste, for

like many others, he cared more for the opinions and customs of his friends

than for God and his righteousness. He was often ashamed of himself when

he saw how his wife suffered for her convictions. The reason he had so far

appeared indifferent before her was that she would probably give him no

peace until he acknowledged his convictions.

The father and son seldom stayed at home these days, and only appeared at

meal times. Chandri was full of joy notwithstanding the beatings she had

endured, for she now^ felt sure her husband was inclined to Christianity.

She paid great attention to her work and tried to please her mother-in-law.

The latter understood her and became more angry than ever, and all day

long she complained and tried to irritate her.

When the women assembled for the ceremony, she was very careful to

show no feeling and tried to conceal from tliem her own afftiirs. She said

to them :
" What can I do? I have made all preparations for this ceremony,

but we have just heard tliat my husband's brother in Poona has a new son,

and it will hardly do for us to proceed with this. At any rate, this is the

very last of the ceremonies for my daughter-in-law. You go and worship ;

the goddess will understand all about it."

The women quietly laughed among themselves. It was impossible that

the beating on the balcony should not be known all over town. "A thou-

sand shields could not ward off the whisperings and the ridicule," although

they said nothing to Kukmabai.

The idol worship was at any rate put off. Kukmabai realized that the

w^omen would urge her to have at least some songs and to wave the lamp

over the idol, so she sent Chandri off on some errand. This, too, the

women understood, and said : There is no hurry ; we can wait. No matter

if we do not worship now ; Chandri will soon be coming, surely." When
Kukmabai saw that the women were determined to persecute her, she

forc^ot all her dignity and began to abuse Chandri :
" She is dead and burnt

up, that wretch ! Gone into the fire ! Do what you like ; I do not under-

stand the luck which is written in our foreheads in connection with her."

She then gave a long, loud cry. The poor womer. were taken aback. They

performed the opening wave-offering in silence and went away.

( To be continued.)



AN EASTER MESSAGE.

BY MRS. S. B. CAPRON.

There is majesty in the simple narrative of the facts concerning the

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Angels are attendants upon the

Divine Sleeper as he wakes, unseen by mortals, to the gracious and tender

ministries of that first Lord's Day. They would not only have part in the

triumphant awakening, but would tarry long enough to give to the faithful

women, who so early sought the sacred place, their message of joy to the

sorrow burdened disciples. When they remind the women of the words

spoken by their Lord while he was yet with them, we wonder whether we
think enough about the angels as watching our daily lives, and the measure

of our devotion to our risen Jesus.

When this glorious Lord is revealed to Mary and the other w^omen, he

turns their thoughts at once to service. He sends them to carry comfort and

joy to those whom he now calls his brethren. He might have given them

wonderful insight into his coming ascension and glory, but ages to come can

unfold that, while the present need is to " go quickly and tell."

This is the message for us to-day. The clearest as well as the earliest

revelations of the risen Lord were given to those who had for him the

deepest love and sympathy. His messages were definite, and they will be

so for us. The whole narrative moves on with solemn and stalely simplicity

to the words of our ordination,—" As my Father hath sent me. even so send

I you." We know that his command, Receive ye the Holy Ghost," is our

equipment for closer relationship to him and the consequent power of our

service. The great records in the book which we call " The Acts" are

written for our inspiration. This very same Jesus is seen sharing the life of

his whole-hearted servants and crowning their work with results that could

come only from his own divine power. Oh, for the faith that can rise into

the expectation that he can and will use us as he did them ! The unfettered

and unlimited employments of heaven can never be dearer to him than our

work of faith here below. Let us assure ourselves that in his own wonderful

way he is continually linking our simple efforts to some revelation in the

hereafter, which is to come to us as his own glad surprise laid up for us.

Let us receive our Lord's morning " All hail," and wait in silence before

him for the consciousness of his presence with us. Then we "shall surely

have his message for the day in definiteness and joyful expectation of his own

(170
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share in it. The lives to be reached by us are all before him, whether near

or " afar off."

The women who brought their spices that Easter morning to honor their

beloved Master received the revelation of himself, his commission, and have

been honored throughout the earth wherever the name of Jesus has been

known.

The women who have since brought their gifts to the Lord Jesus Christ

are a great host. He has received them, also, and made them most blessed

forever.

CHRIST IS OUR LIFE.

(John xi. 25.)

" Though he were dead, yet shall he live !

"

Strange words, dear Lord ! Yet we receive

Them with the joy and peace they give

Upon this Easter morning.

Grant us to-day ^a listening ear

To hear thy messages of cheer,

For life—immortal life seems near

To us this Easter morning.

*' Because I 'ive, ye too shall live !

"

This precious promise we believe,

And blest assurance does it give

Upon this Easter morning.

"Now is Christ risen from the dead!"

Through the same path we shall be led

" From death to life !
" We cannot dread

That blessed Easter morning.

*' In Christ shall all be made alive !

"

No more Avith sin and death to strive,

O Lord ! our gladdest thanks we give

To thee this Easter morning.
—6'. F. S.

THE VICTORIOUS PROGRESS OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY : ITS EXTENT AND LIMIT AS BRANCH OFFICERS,

BY MRS. JAMES L. HILL.

(Given at the annual meeting in Washington.)

The suggestion that there could be any limit to the responsibility of the

Branch officers came to me as a new and, I must say, comforting thought.

I had supposed that to all missionary Boards the right was granted to use a§
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their motto the mournful words of Oliver Twist, "more, more;" and no

matter how generously our Branch has contributed to the treasury of the

Board, I have always had a sub-consciousness that that capacious receptable

seemed to cry out, "And yet there is room." Many a day when longing for

the "well done" which it seemed to me the self-sacrifice of my faithful

helpers in tlie gospel richly deserved, I have found my mind constantly re-

verting to Longfellow's forceful words,

—

" Labor with what zeal we may,

Something still remains undone;

Something uncompleted still

Waits the rising of the sun."

In these modern days of limitless opportunity for woman it sometimes

seems as if woman's responsibility, too, was without limit, and that no one

but the Master himself could ever say, " She hatli done what she could."

The " extent" of the responsibility of the Branch officers cannot be

measured along any one direct line. There are at least three departments

of their work which demand constant care.

I. DEVOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

This is always appropriate under all circumstances. A short prayer ser-

vice in connection with committee meetings and a strong devotional element

in all the Branch meetings tend to the reinforcement of the religious life of

the Branch.

Let me share with you a lesson that came to me in a meditative moment
in my own room. While working on my sewing machine it became neces-

sary to stop stitching to wind some thread upon the bobbin. To do this I

disconnected the treadle and wheel from the other parts of the machine.

Having wound the bobbin, I again connected the power with the working

machinery and resumed my sewing. For a few stitches all went well, but

when I caine to a seam the needle refused to go on, and, searching for a

cause of the trouble, I found that I had not made the connection perfect.

So it is with our missionary work. If we were utterly idle and inactive

we might possibly run along with but indifferent relations to the dear Master,

but if we are devoted to his service, and attempt to do earnest work in his

great vineyard, we shall find tliat days and duties con>e which require the

strength that can be obtained only through a vital connection with the one

source of power.

II. THE DISSEMINATION OF MISSIONARY INFORMATION.

This must be carried on through public meetings, letters, leaflets, personal

intercourse, by all means that are open to energetic and resourceful women.
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While the valuable literature, including always Life and Light, that

may be obtained from the rooms of the Board, makes this department of our

duty very easy, yet we are not without our responsibilit}' in enlightening

the unenliglitened even in our own Branches, and in arousing missionary

enthusiasm by information regarding successes already achieved and the

open doors of opportunity waiting pathetically for some one to enter in.

III. financial resources.

This department of* our responsibility is found to be closely allied to the

one first mentioned. Indeed, it has been observed that when our thoughts

have been most completely occupied with the devotional side of our work,

we have been surprised to find how manifestly our financial resources have

been increased ; and in repeated cases when the spirit of prayer filled our

hearts, special needs of the treasury have been met almost without the asking.

In an address to his Sunday-school class, in the First Church in Washing-

ton, recently. Pres. Merrill E. Gates used a forceful expression which seems

wondrously appropriate to our present thought. In speaking of the relation

of the vine and the branches, he said, " The branches bear all the fruit."

What overwhelming responsibility, then, rests upon us if in our blessed cause

all the fruit must be borne by the Branches. But happily this vivid figure

gives us also a suggestion of comfort, for there is a limit to the producing

power of branches even though they abide in the vine. Over-production

weakens the branches and brings loss to the vine. The fruit-bearing must

not be forced beyond a normal degree.

The duties of the Board seem to be those of statesmansliip, while the

Branch holds toward its constituency a pastoral relation, and has therefore

very sweet, affectionate, and tender bonds of union with the auxiliaries. The
Branch has also a loyal and filial relation toward the Board. It is a media-

tor between the Beard and the auxiliaries. It stretches out both its hands :

its right hand of strength and helpfulness to the Board, and, from its heart,

its left hand of love and gentleness to the auxiliaries.

In view of all the opportunities for service that come to us in connection

with the Branches of our dear Woman's Board, I feel like saying with Max
O'Rell, that if I were to be born again, and were allowed to choose my place

of living and my condition in life, I would shout at the top of my voice.

Make, oh, make me an American woman !" and I know of no better solu-

tion of the problem regarding the extent and the limit of our responsibility

as Branch officers than for us individually to covenant that, "Trusting in

the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I promise him that I will strive to do

whatever he would like to have me do."
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A BROADENED VISION.

Under this heading the VoutJis Companion says :
" One of the most in-

teresting and at the same time least noted changes of the past five years is

the enlarged mental outlook of the American people. ... In our journals

of to-day five columns of matter pertaining to foreign countries are printed

now to one printed a few years ago. The change is seen also in the editorial

pages, where public events in foreign countries, and the purposes and bear-

ing of foreign policies, are discussed with a minuteness which shows that

they possess a genuine interest for American readers. It shows itself again

in the position of tlie foreign news ; of the 'display' which the editor gives

it, and the headlines under which he sets it forth.

" This enlarged horizon is the corollary of the industrial and political ex-

pansion of tlie United States. To build bridges in India, and railroads in

South America ; to feed an army in Africa, and to place one of our own in

China ; to co-operate with the great powers of the eartli in a military expe-

dition, and to contend with them successfully in diplomacy ; to assume the

guardianship of islands on the opposite side of the earth and on tiie other

side of the equator,—this is to learn geography, and to learn it effectively,

though it may be expensively.

"Nor is the process of education ended. The cable which will connect the

old East with the new West has already touched Honolulu on its way to

Manila. Great steamships are building for trade with China and Japan,

and others already ply between Atlantic ports and the West Indies."

This broadened vision should bring to us also a clearer, stronger sense

of our great responsibility, of our rare and joyful opportunity. Engineers

may build the bridges and railroads, mercliants and bankers may guide the

commerce of these countries, now made near and real ; to us as Christians

is given a higher task. Unconsciously, but really, capitalists and diploma-

tists are obeying the word of the prophet, " Prepare ye the way of the Lord
;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be

exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low; and the crooked

shall be made straight and the rough places plain." When Christians are

as eager to carry the gospel as men have been, for money's sake, to carry

trade, then the glory of the Lord will be revealed. Day by day the ways
are made ready ; our turn at the work comes next. Let us do with our mio-ht

the task intrusted to us, that all the world be made ready for the coming of

the King,
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A DEPUTATION TO AFRICA.
Though it is nearly seventy years since the American Board sent its first

messengers to" Africa, yet none of the missions in that continent have ever

been visited by any of the Secretaries. Now, however, the inevitable prob-

lems of all such work make imperative the need of counsel, and a deputation

is arranging to sail on April 7th. Dr. Judson Smith, the Secretary who has

conducted the African correspondence for many years, would naturally be

the leader of this embassy, but his presence here seems indispensable at this

time. Dr. E. E. Strong, who as long-time editor of the Missionary Herald^

has an intimate acquaintance with conditions in Africa, has consented to go

in Dr. Smith's stead, and he will be accompanied by Dr. Sidney Strong of

Oak Park, Illinois, and Mr. Francis O. Winslow of Norwood, Massachusetts.

Mr. Winslow is now in Europe, and will meet liis associates in London.

The deputation plan to visit both the Zulu and the East Central Africa

Missions, and their task is arduous, though most interesting. Many prayers

will go up for their safety and success, and we hope for great good from

their going, both to the work in Africa and here at home.

BOOK NOTICES.

The Little Green God. By Caroline Atwater Mason, author of Lux
Christl. Published by Fleming H. Revell Co. Pp. 146. Price, 75 cents.

It is *' betwixt a smile and a tear " tliat one reads Mrs. Mason's little book,

for its humor and pathos are so skillfully balanced that one scarcely knows

whether to be more amused by its clever satire or depressed over the weak-

nesses of poor human nature at which its shafts are leveled. It is the story

of a missionary, Titus Fletcher, who, self-exiled to do God's service, returns

from India after an absence of twenty-five years to gaze with incredu-

lous amazement at a Christian community tampering with the essence of

heathenism, and fashionable church women attending '* Lenten Lectures on

Hinduism."

Tlie characters are lightly but vigorously sketched, with a firmness that

makes every stroke tell. The prosperous and complacent clergyman,

"whose teeth, digestion, self-confidence and orthodoxy are alike sound,"

who was " born to moderate," but who has long since ceased to " mean

religion"; his worldly family, contentedly serving God and mammon; the

shallow lecturer, uttering feminine rhapsodies over the " purity " of Hindu-

ism ; and the novelty loving, modern Atlienians greedily drinking in the

*' message of the Orient to the Occident,"— all these live before our eyes,

and linger in our memories with a reproachful insistence.
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Nor is the book, slight though it is, without its dramatic moments. We
shiver when the soul of George Alexander lies shriveled and bare before the

fine rage of the gentle but inexorable Fletcher, and glow with satisfaction

when the despised missionary, quite unconscious of ofiense, carries off the

lion of the evening before the very eyes of his disappointed hostess.

The whole storv is told with an admirable incisiveness that not only gives

pleasure but carries conviction, and causes the reader to feel that the author

has offered a much-needed antidote to the pernicious teachings of modern

Orientalism. Whoever thinks that tliis book is an extravaganza let such an

one buy a copy of JVew Thought^ a magazine which claims to have increased

its subscription list from 4,000 in December, 1901, to over 23,500 in

December, 1902. The article in the January issue of- this monthly on
" Vedanta Yoga " bv a Western Occultist will be an eye-opener.

K. s. w.

The ScJiool in the Homc^ A Study of the Debt Parents owe their Chil-

dren. B}' Newell Dwight Hillis. With a list of forty great chapters of tlie

Bible and twentv classic hymns for memorizing. Published by Fleming
H. Revell Co. Pp. 126. Price, 50 cents net.

The title page of this book tells the story. The address preceding the

selections of Scripture and the hymns was originally delivered by Dr. Hillis

to the congregation of Plymouth Church, and he urged parents to drill

these great chapters into *"'">e minds of their children.

He speaks of the sentimeuc against reading the Bible in the public schools,

and says that "the changed attitude of the common school has thrown the

whole burden of moral instruction upon the cliurch, and especially upon the

home school instrumentality." A brief word of explanation or suggestion
precedes each passage of Scripture. G. h. c.

TOPICS FOR AUXILIARY MEETINGS.

TOPIC FOR MAY.

" A Century of Work for Women."
Chapter five of Lux Chrtsti brings to our study the work done for the women of

India. Its opening sentence arrests immediate attention, "The hall mark of Hindu-
ism is the degradation of women." Preceding the chapter is a list of dates which give
the progress of this work from 1800, when Hannah Marshman established girls'

schools, and 1S02, when female infanticide was forbidden bv law, to the interesting
occasion in 1893, when ISIiss Cornelia Sorabjx was admitted to the bar at Bombay.
We submit the programme as prepared by the Committee.
1. Scripture Lesson : Psahns xlv. 6-1']

.

2. Current Missionary Events. The Work of Bible Women.
3. The Rise of Women's Societies. Lux C/irtsfi, pp. 191-202.

4. Paper: Educational Advantages for Girls in India. Pp. 204-210.
5. Personation by three women of a Hindu woman, a Mohammedan and a Buddhist.

In an informal conversation let these three compare their condition. Then let two
others enter, personating one of your native Christian workers and Ramabai, with a
statement of the door of hope that they hold open.
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6. A Debate : Medical versus Educational Work. Pp. 204-218.

7. Account of Ladj Dufferin's Work,—its Efficacy and its Limitations. Pp. 218-220.
S. Reading: Prayer of a Child-widow. Lux Ckrt'sti, ^a.ge 22T,.

9. Reading: Extract from Poem. Lux Christie page 227. It would be better to

have this whole poem read.

We suggest two additional questions.
1. To follow current events. State condition of women in India at the beginning

of the nineteenth century. Lux Christi, 186-191.
2. Conclude with reading the extracts entitled " Hinduism from Within," by Pun-

dita Ramabai. Lux Christi, page 223.
" Scenes Among the Missionaries," by Julian Hawthorne. Lux Christi, pages

224-226.
The work of the Bible women of Turkey and China and India may be found in

recent copies of Life and Light and in the last annual report of the Woman's Board.
M. J. B.

A New Assistant We are glad to announce that we have been able to

Treasurer. fill the position left vacant by the death of Miss Studley
with very little delay. Miss Miriam L. Woodberry, who has served for

ten years as assistant treasurer in the Woman's Home Missionary Asso-
ciation, has been appointed as Assistant Treasurer of this Board, and began
her work with us March 9th. Miss Woodberry's name is familiar to many
in our churclies in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and her previous
experience will be of great value in her work with us.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS.

Receiptsfrom January 18 to February 18, 1903.

Miss Sarah Louise Day, Treasurer.

A Friend, 1,500 00

MAINE.

Eastern Maine Branch.— 'Slvs. F. B. Denio,
Acting Treas. Banj^or, Aux., Th. Off.,

7.05, First Cong. Cli., Prim. Dept., S. S.,

Cliristmas Off., 5; Calais, Aux., 45.50;
Rockland, Confi;. Ch., Woman's Asso., 25,

Golden Sands M. B., 16.85; Viual Haven,
Woman's Miss. Soc, 5, 104 40

Western Maine Branch.—'Wm. C. C. Chap-
man, Treas. Friends, 70 ;

Hath, Central
Ch., 21.25, Aux., 15.25, Winter St. Ch.,
Aux., 90.84; Gorham, Aux. (of wh. 25
const. L. M. Miss Hattie M. Files), 42;
North Berwick, Judse Nathaniel Hobbs,
in mem. of Ellen F. Hobbs, 25; Port-
land, Bethel Ch.,Th. 0£E., 9.24, High St.

Ch., Th. Off., 53.06, Second Parish Ch.,
9.90, State St. Ch., Th. Off., 76.55, St.

Lawrence Ch., Th. Off., 65cts., Willistou
Ch., Add'l Th. Off., 30 cts.. Friends, Th.
Off., 2.75, Aux., 2.35, Mrs. Oren Hooper,
in mem. Carl Putnam Cooper, 20, 439 14

Total, 543 54

LEGACY.

4>cfeZand.—Lepjacy of Mis3 Sophia Spof-
lord, throu{;h Woman's Asso., Cong.
Ch. and Treas. Eastern Maine Branch, 25 00

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Ifew Hampshire Bi-anch.-Mrs. Allen L.
French, Treas. Alstead Centre, Ladies'
Circle, 5; Amherst, Aux., 13.50; Ben-
nington, Cong. Ch., C. E. Soc, 5; Camp-
ton, Aux., 19.70; Claremont, C. E. Sec,
10; Concord, Aux., Th. Off., 68, North
Ch., Y. L. M. S., 5; Derry, Central Ch.,
Aux., 31.50, Mayflower M. C, 8; Dover,
Knolly's M. C, 50, Mrs. Hannah L. Sev-
erance, 5; Exeter, Aux. (of wh. Th. Off.,

41.50), 57.05; Hampstead, Aux., 13;
Hanover, Aux., 73; Jaffrey, Y. L. M. S.,

^Tonadnock Bees, 10 ; East Jaffrey, 19.50;

Keene, First Ch.. Aux. (of wh. Th. Off.,

34), 40; Kingston, Aux., 12; West Leba-
non, Aux., 22; Littleton, Aux. (of wh.
37.70 Th. Off.), 50; Lyme, Prim. S. S.,5;
Nashua, Aux. (of wh. 30 Th. Off.), 39.35;
Newington, Aux., 4.75; Plainfield, Mrs.
S. R. Baker, 5; Rochester, Mrs. Martha
Horr's S. S. Class, 5; Somersworth, C.
E. Soc, 10; Swanzey, Aux., Th. Off.,

8.50; Warner, Aux., 5; Winchester,
Aux., 11. Less expenses, 44.31, 566 54

Total, 566 54

LEGACIES.

Hanover.—L.ega.cy Mrs. Susan A. Brown,
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add'l payment, by Thos. Weston. Less
expenses, 194 40

iiorth Hampton.—hega.cy Miss Abby
Goie, add ! through Treas. of New
llampshue Branch, 30 62

VKRMONT.
Vermont Uranch.—Mni. T. yi. Howard,
Treas. Berkshire, East, 3; Biattleboro,
West, 6.99; Bristol, 5; Burlington, Col-
lege St. Ch,, 19.90, First Ch., 30; Dorset
(of wh. 50 const. L. M's Mrs. George
Kellogg, Miss Vesta Harwood), 50.40;
Fairlee, 18; Ferrisburg, Aux., 9.80, C.
E. Soc, 4.20; Franklin, C. E. Soc, 5;
Grafton, Woman's M. C, 5, Children's
M. B., 2.50; Graiiby and Victory, C. E.
Soc, 2.11; Hartford, 16.90; Hinesburg,
Th. Off., 3.25; Ludlow, Th. OS.. 8.56, C.
E. Soc, 10; Morrisville, Woman's Asso.,

5; Newport, C. K. Soc, 10; Plainfield,
S. S., 6.10; Rutland, Aux., 57.55, S. S.,

10; St. Johnsbury, North Ch., 17.75,

South Ch. (of wh. 2 Th. Off.), 13.85;
Weathersfield, 3; Westford, Th. Off., 6;
Wilmington, 10; Woodstock, 25. Less
expenses, 61.90, 302 96

Total, 302 96
MASSACHUSETTS.

Andover and Woburn Branefi.—Mrs. G.
W. Dinsmore, Treas. Lexington, Aux.
(const. L. 1\L :Miss Clarissa A. Briggs),
25; Lowell, Highland Ch., 20, Kirk St.
Ch., 50; Medford, Mystic Ch., Aux. (of
wh. 25 const. L. M. Mrs. Ruth M. Lord),
3X 125 00

Auburn.— "Wrs. !\rary J. Rich, 20 00
Berkshire Branch.— Mrs. Charles E. West,
Treas. Hinsdale, Aux., 20.32; Lenox,
Aux., 8; Middlefleld, C. E. Soc, 1.25;
New Marlboro, C. E. Soc, 1; North
Adams, Aux., 26.37; Pittsfield, First Ch.,
42; Stockbridge, 30.45, 129 39

Boston.— Friend, 10 00
Centreville.—Con^. Ch., S. S. Class., 2 30
Essex South Branch.—Miss Nannie L.
Odell, Treas. Danvers, ISIaple St. Ch.,
Aux., 20; Lyme, Central Ch., 20; South
Lynnfield, Aux., 10, 50 00

Franklin Co. Branch.—Miss Lucy A.
Sparhawk, Treas. Conway, Aux., 13.75,
Jr. C. E, Soc, 4; .Alontague, 10; North-
field, Aux., 12; Orange, Aux., 21.50;
Shelburne, Aux., 21, 82 25

Gardner.—\ Friend, 20
Hampshire Co Branch.—Miss Harriet J,
Kneeland, Treas. South Hadley, Mt.
Holyoke College, Y. W. C. A., 30 CO

Norfolk and Pilgrim /?mnc/j,.—Miss Sarah
B. Tirrell, Treas. Brockton, First Ch.,
Aux., 20, Porter Cli., Aux., 20; Duxbury,
Aux. (of wh. 4.40 Th. Off.), 9.40; Han-
over, Aux. (of wh. 8.('2 Th. Off.), 10.02;
Marshfteld, Aux., 12.50; Milton, Aux.
(of wh. Th. Off., 27), 33; Plympton, Aux.
(of wh. Th. Off., 14.03), 15.53, Prim. Dept.,
S. S., 1.02; Rockland, Aux. (of wh. Th.
Off., 5.20), 50; Sharon, Aux., 15: Stough-
ton, Aux., 5, Jr. C. E. Soc, 4; South
Weymouth, Old South Ch., Aux., 47.20,
Union Ch., Th. Off., 44.92, S. S., l(i.23;

Whitman, Aux., Th. Off., 2.70; Wollas-
ton, Aux. (of wh, Th. Off., il5\ 142, 442 52

North Brookfield.— ^\rs.Ahhy W.Whitins,. 18 20
North Middlesex Branch.— Mrs. Lydia R.
Hudson, Treas. Fitchburg, The Pris-
cillas, 10 00

South Framingham.—A Friend, 40
Springfield Branch.—Mrs. Mary H. IMitch-

ell, Treas. South Hadley Falls, Aux.,
24; Southwick, Aux., 10; Springfield,
Hope Ch., Woman's Bible Class, 5, Me-
morial Ch., Aux., 4, Park Ch., Aux.,
21.50, 64 50

Suffolk Bra7ich.—Miss Myra 15. Child,
ireas. Allston, Aux., 44.07, Cradle Roll,
11.94, C. E. Soc, 25; Arlington, Brad-
shaw Miss. Asso., 7

;
Aubunulale, Y. L.

•M. S., 70, Jr. C. E. Soc, 10; Boston, A
Friend, 5, Central Ch., Aux., 763, Mt,
Vernon Ch,, Aux,, A Friend, 10, Aux.,
11, Old South Ch., Aux. (of wh. 500 by a
friend and 75 const, L. M's Mrs. Mary
R. Bayley, Miss Mary Atkinson, Miss
J. Christie Merrill), 1,540.50, Mizpah S.
S. Class, 30, Park St. Ch., Jr. Aux., 20,
Shawmut Ch., Aux., 50; Brookline, Har-
vard Ch., Aux., 58; Cambridge, Mrs. M.
A. Temple, 40 cts.. First Cong. Ch.,
Aux., 169.50, Prospect St. Ch., 30.97;
Charlestown, First Ch., Aux., 25; Chel-
sea, Central Cong. Ch., Soc. of Women
Workers, 75, First Ch., Y. W. Soc, 10;
Dorchester, Village Ch., Y. L. Soc, 10,

S. S.. 10; Foxboro, Aux., 40; Hyde Park,
Aux., 30, Jr. Aux., 15; Newton, Eliot Ch.,
The Helpers, 40; Newton Centre, First
Ch., Aux., 136.53, Maria H. Furber M. B.,

15; Newton Highlands, Aux., 24.74;
Norwood, C. E. Soc, 1.25; Roxbury,
Eliot Ch., Th. Off., 53, Immanuel Ch.,
Jr. C. E. Soc, 2, Walnut Ave. Ch., Aux.,
108, Prim. Dept., S. S., 5; Somerville,
Broadway Ch., Aux. (of wh. 5 by Mrs.
Hodgkins), 53, Franklin St. Ch., Foreign
Dept. Ladies' Aid, 30, Winter Hill Ch.,
Dau. of the Cov., 10; West Roxbury,
South Evangelical Ch., 10.22, Woman's
Union, 5; Waverly, Aux., 11.53; Welles-
ley Hills, Aux., 12, 3,588 65

Webster.—First Cong. Ch.,
Worcester.—Miss Alice W. Chase, 12.50,

iVIiss Lena Sheldon, 12 50,

Worcester Co. Branch.—Mrs. Ida L. lie-

ment, Treas. Ashburnham, Aux., Ju-
bilee Off., 2; Athol, Aux., Jubilee Off.,

3; Barre, Aux., Jub. Off., 6; Charlton,
Aux., Jub. Off., 1; Clinton, Aux., Jub.
Off., 4, « Pro Christo " Soc, 1.25; Dud-
ley, Aux., Jub. Off., 10; East Douglas,
Aux., Jub. Off.. 20: Fisherville, Aux.,
Jub. Off., 1.50; Gardner, Aux., Jub. Off ,

5; Gilbertville, Aux., 21; Globe Village,
Aux., 5; Grafton, Aux., Jub. Off., 6.85;
Holden, Aux., Jul). Off., 2; Hubbards-
ton, Aux., Jub. Off., 4; Lancaster, Aux.,
Jub. Off., 7, Young Ladies, Jub. Off., 5;
Leicester, Aux., Jub. Off., 5: Millbury,
First Ch., Aux., Jub. Off., 2.50, Second
Ch., Aux., Jub. Off., 12; Northbridge
Centre, Aux., Jub. Off., 3.75; North
Brookfield, Aux., Jub. Off., 13.35; Ox-
ford, Aux., Jub. Off., 6; Rockdale,
Northbridge, Aux., Jub, Off., 6.60;
Southbridge, Aux., Jub. Off., 16; South
Royalston, Aux., Jub. Off , 7; Spencer
Aux., Jub. Off., 5; Sturbridce, Aux.,
Jub. Off., 11.40; Sutton. Aux., Jub. Off.,

80 cts.; Upton, Aux.. Jub. Off.. 3.50; Ux-
bridge, Aux., Jub. Off , 2.50; Ware,
Aux. (of wh. 8 Jub. Off.), 24; Warren,
Aux. (of wh. 6 Jub. Off ), 19.25, A Friend,
Jub. Off., 10; Westboro, Aux. (of wh. 11

Jub. Off.), 24.60; Whitinsville, Aux.,

10 00

25 00
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Jub. Off., 40.25, «' Penny-a-Day," 16.02;
Winclieudoa, Aux. (of wh. Jub. Off., lu),

15; Worcester, Adams Sq. Cli., Jub. Off.,

2, Central Ch., A Friend, Jub. Off., 2.25,

Hope Ch., Jub. Off., 10, Immanuel Ch.,
Jub. Off., 2.50, Old South Ch., Jub. Off.,

5, Park Ch., Jub. Off., 23, Piedmont Ch.
(of wh. Jub. Off., 10), 60, Pilgrim Cii.,

Jub. Off., 5, Plymouth Ch., Jub. Off., 5,

Th. Off., 58, Union Ch. (of wh. Jub. Off.,

12.50). 62.50, 584 37

Total, 5,192 78
LEGACIES.

Northampton —l^e^^cy of Miss Sarah AT.

Lyman, atld'l, F. N. Kneeland, Exr., 350 00
IForcesier.—Legacy of Mrs. Harriet
Wheeler Damon, add'l. by F. H. AViggin, 5 50

Whitinsville.—Lez^Q.\oi Mrs. Adeline C.
Whitin, H. T. Whitin, Adm., 500 00

RHODE ISLAND.

Rhode Island Branch.—Mrs. Clara J.
Barnefteld, Treas. liarrington, Bayside
Gleaners, 60, Prim. Class, S. S., 6.75;
Central Falls, Aux , 36.29; Newport,
United Ch., Aux., 252, S. S., 2.50; Paw-
tucket, Park Place Ch., Jr. C, E. Soc,
5.25; Providence, Academy Ave., "The
Sunbeams," 8, Central Ch., Mrs. L. A.
Salisbury, 5, Pilgrim Ch., Laurie Guild
Aux., 10, Plymouth Cli., Aux., 5, Union
Ch., Cradle Roll, 25.70, 663 99

Total, 663

CONXECTICUT.
Eastern Conn. Branch.— W\s,9. Mary I.

Lockwood, Treas. Chaplin, Aux. (with
prev. contri. const. L. M. Mrs. E. M.
Frary), 22; Danielson, Aux., 36.88; Gosh-
en, C. E. Soc, 5; Lyme, Aux., 18; New
London, Second Ch., Aux., 48 80; Nor-
wich, Second Ch., Younger Classes and
Infant Dept., S. S., 30.47; Preston Citv,
C. E. Soc, 5; South Windham, C. E.
Soc, 5.10; Stonington, Second Ch., C.
E. Soc, 5; Taftville. C. E. Soc, 1.68;

Thompson, Aux., 4; Willimantic, Aux.,
12, 193 93

Hartford 5ranc/i.—Mrs.M.BradfordScott,
Treas. Burnside, Aux,, 5; Hartford, A
Friend, 5, Asylum Hill Ch., Aux., 131,

First Ch., Aux., 5, Farmingtun Ave. Ch.,
S. S., 33.31, Park Ch., Aux., 20, South Ch.,
Young People's Soc. 91.34; New Britain,
South Ch., Cradle Roll, 25 cts. ; Plain-
ville, Aux., 76; South Manchester, C. E.
Soc, 7; Windsor Locks, Aux., 235, 608 90

Naugatuck.—Conz. Ch., 50 00
Neiv Haven.— ?^ Friend, 10 00

New Haven Branch.— Julia Twining,
Treas. Bethlehem, Aux., 5; Bridge-
port, Park St. Ch.. Full. Mem. C, 150;
Cheshire. Aux., 71.50; Chester, Aux., 19;
Cromwell, Aux., 26.25. C. E. Soc, 10;
Danburv, First Ch., Aux.. 91.51, Prim.
S. S., 10, C. E: Soc, 50; Goshen, C. E.
Soc, 15, Jr. C. E. Soc, 5; Greenwich,
Aux., 26; Ivoryton, Aux., 38; Litchfield,
M. B.. 165; Middlebury, C.E. Soc, 25.44;
Middlefield. C. E. Soc, 4.04; MiddleHad-
dam, C. E. Soc, 5; New Hartford, C. E.
Soc, 10.50; New Haven, C. M. M. M.
Aux., 5, Centre Ch., Aux., 160; North
Woodburv, C. E. Soc, 25; Plymouth, C.
E. Soc, 5; Stamford, C. E.'Soc, 7.50;

Stratford, Aux., 62.75, S. S., 45 ; Thomas-

ton, C. E. Soc, 1; Torrington, First Ch.,
Aux., 12; Warren, C. E. Soc, 17.54;
Waterbury, Second Ch., Light Bearers,
5, C. E. Soc, 35; West Cornwall, C. E.
Soc, 50; Westfield, C. E. Soc, 13.66;
West Torrington, C. E. Soc, 5; Win-
chester, C.E. Soc, 5.50; Winsted, Sec-
ond Ch., C. E, Soc, 15; Woodbury, First
Ch., C. E. Soc, 11.42, 1,208 61

Total, 2,071 44

NEW YORK.

East Bloomfield.—Mrs. E. S. Goodwin, 2 70
Neiv York State Branch.—Mis. F. M.
Turner, Treas. Berkshire, Aux., 27.70;
Brooklyn, Central Ch., Aux., 166.67,
Park Ch., 7, Plvmouth Ch., Aux., 25,

Richmond Hill Ch., S. S., 30, Tompkins
Ave. Ch., Aux., 100; Willoughby Ave.,
Home Dept., S. S.,42; Buffalo, Niargara
Sq. Ch., Woman's Aux., Laura E. Cook
and sister, 10; Deansboro, Ch., 4, Rev.
C. W. Mason, 1; Fairport. Aux., 16;
Gloversville, Aux., 39.25; Ithaca, Aux.,
2.50; Newburgh, Aux., 20; Nevf Haven,
Aux., 13.29, AVilling Workers, 12.21 ; New
York, ALanhattan Ch., Aux., 38, Pilgrim
Ch., Aux., 42; Owego, Aux., 6.25; Phoe-
nix, C. E. S')C. 10; Portland, C. E. Soc,
2; Riverhead, Sound Ave. Ch., Aux., 25;
Sayville, "The Eupheroi Club," 13.10;
Sherburne, Aux., 20; Smyrna, Aux.,
7.70; Wadhams Mills, Aux., 5; Warsaw,
Aux. (of wh. 75 const. L. M's Mrs. H. E.
Gurnev, Mrs. Cotton, Mrs. Lawrence),
84.17; West Winfield, Mrs. S. B. Wood, 5, 774 84

Total, 777 54
NEW JERSEY.

HaddonneM.—" M. P. M.," 300 00
Wyckq^.—A Friend, 40

Total, 300 40

PHILADELPHIA BRANCH.
Philadelphia Branch.—Miss Emma Fla-

vell, Treas. D. C, Washington, First
Ch., Aux., 40: N. J., East Orange, Trin-
ity Ch., Aux.,' 29.36; Montclair, Y. W. M.
S., 75; Newark, First Cli., Aux., 15,

lielleville Ave., .M. 1?., 15; Orange Val-
ley, Y. L. M. B., 12.37; Upper Montclair,
C. E. Soc, 10. Less expenses, 60.13, 130 60

Total, 130 60
FLORIDA.

South Florida —Asso. of F. M. Workers,
Mt. Dora Aux., 16 50

Total, 16 50
OHIO.

Rock Creek.— Mrs. S. R. Newcomb, 1 50

Total, 1 50
WI.SCONSIN.

fVatisau.—" M. L. C," 2 00

General Funds,
Gifts for Special Objects,
Variety Account,
Legacies,

Total, 2 00
11,744 39

325 40
.304 68

1,105 52

Total, $13,479 99

Henry Woods Memorial Fund,
Massachusetts.—Boston, Mrs, Henry
Woods, $25,000

The income of this Fund is to used for the
benefit of retired missionaries who may
need such assistance.
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LETTER FROM JAPAN.

Dear Friends : I wish I could write so that I might let you really see

this school and feel all that it stands for in past accomplishment and future

advance for Christian education in Japan. The report will tell you of one

year's work, and how the money granted by the Woman's Board of the

Pacific has been used. I cannot tell you how grateful we are for your help.

We closed school for the summer holidays with fifty-six boarding girls.

We were obliged to take the big room we have always used for a chapel for

a schoolroom in April, for we had an entering class of over fifty. This

leaves us with no chapel, no assembly hall. We hold morning prayers in

the sewing room, where the girls sit on the floor, packed like sardines. We
need a new building for comfort, for dignity, that we may receive the girls

that wish to come. We ought not to keep on in this poor way. For lack of

room we cannot take all who apply. We require as many teachers for one

hundred girls as for two hundred, and the extra tuition would make our

financial problems all right. On the east side of the front buildings are our

own rooms, made homelike and restful with books and pictures which keep

me always in grateful remembrance of home friends. We have now over

sixty pupils crowded into rooms which will hold comfortably forty.

The department of education has advised—and sucli advice officially given

amounts to a command—that girls be not allowed to board outside the school

(181)
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they attend. We are glad to have this influence in favor of our boarding
schools, for we know the boarding girls get the greatest good, but until we
have the new building w€ cannot meet the demands that are upon us. The
daily pupils are always less satisfactory than those w^e have under continual

training in the boarding department.

The term has been one of great advance and encouragement. Three girls

have been baptized, but this does not at all show the many lines in which

the Christian life in the school has deepened ; the young girls not yet far

enough along to enter the church, but who surely have been brought to

Christ. Among the boarding pupils we are sure that there is not one who has

not really given her heart to Christ, and among the daily pupils we find

much of inquiring and thoughtful reaching up higher.

After various experiments we have at last a Bible woman w^io seems to us

ideal—Miss Teki—j^lease remember her name. She goes into the houses of

the daily pupils, and already the teachers as well as the girls feel the help-

fulness of her rich, spiritual life. In the school, as a whole, we have felt

great advance this year. The greatest need is a settled pastor, but we have

no funds from which a pastor can be paid. A college church in the United

States of America cannot support a pastor, and our students are far less able

to do so. All the students have deeply felt this need this year, and prayers
and plans for a pastor are constant. Meanwhile the professors continually

carry on the work.
Our Friday evening prayer meetings have been remarkable, and the

Sunday service rich and helpful. The Sunday school is large, and well

taught. Almost all of the professors enter in this work, so it seems unfair

to speak of one in special, but many of you know Dr. Sakaii, and will

rejoice in the successful work he is doing. We feel he is one of those to

whom, in an unusual degree, the Lord has given power to be used in bring-

ing Japan to Christ.

President Kataoka declined re-election to the Diet, but his constituency

would not let him go. He then declined re-election as speaker of the Diet,

but his party would not let him ofl^. Tliis keeps him in Tokyo during the

sessions of the Diet, but in spite of his frequent absences he has a power-
ful influence over the school, and thus with such a man as president we must
regain the old standing of the Doshisha lost during the years of separation

from the American Board.
Altogether, we are thankful for the year, and look forward with joy and

courage.

Now a personal word. My arm is much better. There is an increasing

spiritual life among the teachers in the house, and I am sure you would all

be happy to see your work here, brought out of much self-sacrifice by you.

I thank you that I have this privilege of representing you in it.

May Florence Denton.

Doshisha, Kyoto, Japan, December 22, 1902.
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In Woman s Work for Woman, Mi^ss Parsons, the editor, telling of

strategic points in our missionary conquest observed in her recent tour

around the world, gives these cheering facts : "We saw what the itinerating

woman accomplishes as we traveled overland in Korea with Miss Best.

Night after night among the company of beHevers who gathered at eacli

new place where we arrived there came to her, welcoming and confiding,

some leading woman, intelligent above the average, and with the glow of

Christian experience in her face. She is the product of the country class,

and she is passing on to other hearts the light which has shined in hers.

"In the city of Madura, four hundred miles south of Madras, we saw a

notable women's class. There were thirty students present, including nine-

teen Bible women, some of whom have borne the test of twenty years'

experience. The lobe of nearly every ear was torn by the weight of Indian
gold. vSeveral women, by reason of age, wore spectacles. Their general

appearance was marked by utmost neatness, modesty, and intelligent mas-
tery of the lesson. Pastor David offered prayer, and Miss Swift taught the

Bible lesson in easy flowing Tamil. For dignity, moral earnestness, and
concentration that schoolroom could not be surpassed in America. "

THE PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM.

Official announcement is made that the Fiji Islands are no longer to be
cared for bv the Weslevan ^lissionary Society, since they have become nom-
inally Christianized and civilized,—education, commerce and worship being
carried on according to Christian ideals. They contributed for missionary
purposes last year $25,000, and are doing very much to carry the gospel to

the other islands of the South Sea.

—

Selected.

The other dav a steamer from Shanghai to Yokohama had among its pas-

sengers a party of eight young Chinese women going to Japan for a long
course of study. This is an almost unprecedented occurrence, and is a de-

cided step forward for China, for it is the prevalent opinion that it is not

worth while to attempt to educate Chinese women. All these young women
are from high-class families.

—

Missionary Revicju.

Says a missionary in Matabeleland : " The other day I was examining the

wife of one of mv teachers with a view to baptism, as both husband and wife

are among our inquirers. They have had two children and lost them both,

one quite young and one about a year old. To test her faith, I asked if she
did not sorrow because God had taken these little ones away. She said :

' No, why should I? He took them to himself : he loved them and will care

for them better than I, and I shall find them again in heaven, grown up all

good.' I felt inclined to sa}', ' O woman, great is thy faith ! Would that

all we Europeans were on the level with you.' "

—

Selected,

Rev. Heber Jones writes thus hopefully about Korean converts : " T think

we missionaries in Korea cannot be too grateful for the fact that our Korean
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church is a church of workers for the Lord. As soon as a Korean is con-

verted, he immediately begins work among his relatives and neighbors, and
presses home Christianity on them. As a result, the missionary, instead of

having to go out seeking the people, has more than he can do to care for the

people who come seeking him. This is one of the peculiarities of the work
in Korea."— Woman's Evangel.

SiAM.—The king of Siam gave this gratifying testimony to our country-

men : The American missionaries have lived in Siam a long time; they

have been noble men and women, and have put their hearts into teaching

the people, old and young, that which is good, and also various arts bene-
ficial to my kingdom and people. Long may they live, and never may they

leave us."

—

Missionary Monthly.

A Hindu Way to Avert Misfortune.—We had hardly gone fifty

yards through the village before I saw something that madie me stop and
inquire. On the roadside was a hideous dummy made of mud plastered on
to sticks. Around the waist of the grotesque, repulsive thing was a rope by
which it had been dragged through the village. I was told that this figure

was called ''vile sinner," and that they had dragged it all around the village

shouting, " The vile sinner is dead." By thus showing the god of rain how
they hated wickedness, they hoped to gratify and appease him, and induce
him to send down the rain they greatly needed.— Wesleyan Missionary
Society.

A Suggestion from Kentucky.—If our societies could only be per-

suaded to call upon every woman to take part in the meetings they would
soon feel the need of a magazine, and would have it. There are meetings
where this would be a new method. Try it, every member some part.

—

Woman''s Workfor Woman.

False Christs.—The Indian Church Missionary Gleaner says, "It is

a striking sign of the times that there is one in England, one in France, and
one in Russia" (to which we might add one or more in America), "all
claiming to be the Messiah."

A " Halt" and its Cure.—A leading minister said the other day :
" In

modern missions there is a sense of halt. Missions strike outsiders very
much , as do the churches at home—good, practical, dutiful, but hardly in-

spired. The charm to elicit necessary funds seems gone ; volunteers to do
the possible work hang back." If this be true, only one thing can change
the condition. That one thi7ig is prayer. The halt will pass into advance
inspiration, fervor, sacrifice, will mark the life of the cliurch at home, an
enter more largely into the work abroad, as jDrayer and faith prevail.

—

Wesleyan Missionary Society.

It takes time to store a battery with electricity ; the storing of a human
battery from heaven also takes time. Pray and wait, wait and pray
Preaching and testimony are good in themselves, but all are made better

when reinforced by storage batteries charged in hours of waiting in connec
tiou with the Holy Ghost.

—

Review of Missions,
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A RESURRECTION SONG.

Till the day break, and till the shadows flee,

We watch and waken, Lord, we wait for thee.

The tomb is sealed, the stone is at the door,
The agony that laid thee there is o'er.

Never again with linen pure and white
Our hands shall swathe thee in the dead of night.

Never again with sweet of spice and mvrrh
To wrap thee round our loving grief shall stir.

The worst is done, the cross is over, now
Thou liest kingly, with the thorn-scarred brow.

Closer we draw, we few who yet remain,
The dearer for our common weight of pain.

Closer we draw, and think of that strange cup
Pressed to thy lips, how thou didst drink it up.

Closer we draw; the time drags heavily:
Lord, thy disciples are in need of thee.

Lord, thy disciples yet thy presence crave.
And thou art bound and sleeping in the grave.

(185)
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Yet, till the dav break and the shadows flee,

We wait and watch and waken, wanting thee.

Lo! the dawn quickens in the pregnant east:

Lo! thou art here, our Prophet, King, and Priest.

The morning springs exultant! Christ is risen!

No bars for life in death's swift-shattered prison.

Lo ! the day breaks, the shadows flee awaj;
Lo ! Christ is with us, even as we pray.

Lord, come, Lord Jesus! He is -with us here.

Forever present and forever dear.

And never cross or loss or woe shall be
To us w^ho watch and see the shadows flee.

The Easter breaks ! The lonesome night is fled,

And Christ is risen; Life reigns, and Death is dead.

—Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM MISS JOSEPHINE
WALKER.

Shaowu, China, October 28, 1902.

Writing of a tour she was taking with her father, she says :

—

Five meetings were held during our two days' stay at long Kan. At
church the ladies sat in the gallerv where they could overlook the congrega-
tion, and when occasion demanded call to members of the family below.
The arrangement seemed to be very convenient, for when " Jane " remem-
bered that in the rush of dressing for church she forgot to lock the rice bin,

it was quite unnecessary for her to tiptoe quietly down and find out from
her "fiimily" below if he had done it. Her voice, resounding through the

church, attracted liis attention. He promptly replied that he did not, so she

went home. Then there was a baby " John " who wanted to go for a walk
while the preacher was discoursing on children bringing glory and honor to

their parents. L^ncle Ben " left the audience and took him out—very kind
of " Uncle Ben." Grandma " Betty " came to church with only one thin

garment on. She grew chilly, so in a stage whisper Aunt "Susan" calls

up " Tommy." He does not know about grandma's garment. He has

never been around this particular grandma's house. Grandma, however,
must not catch cold, so Aunt " Susan " begins to undress and take off one
of her inner garments to lend her. It was unnecessary, as "Mahitable " sud-

denly discovered what was wanted and offered her jacket, which she was not

using.

The babies in the gallery found Mary " and her little friends very aggra-

vating company, for some of them were in the gallery amusing them with
various noises; then again they would all scamper off outdoors and have a

frolic with a noisy troop of children playing in front of the church, only to

come back later with a lot of " pussy tails" that they would not share.

You may wonder why we allow such things to happen in cliurch. I

would simply say that the audience was much more orderly than I feared it

would be, and that sometimes things happen before you are aware they are
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to be put a stop to. Then, too, there is the question of how many reforms

can be impressed on a mind at a time. Really the meeting progressed quite

orderly, though I have not told of all ot the disorder by any means. Occa-

sionalfv I requested ''not so much noise "
; and that " Mary" sit quietly.

Occasionally the preacher would stop the singing and tell the congregation

to use less voice, to listen to him and try to follow the tune. Good-na-
turedlv, but unsuccessfully, they tried. Sometimes the preacher requested

that the children in the front yard be quieted. Then the *' deacons" in the

front seats would arise and make a rush for the front door. After two or

three such scenes the children were permanently quieted for that service.

This place is the center of a large field, and a still larger work. We feel

that there is a very great need here of a resident missionary, and a couple of

young ladies, for, though they may not conform in outward respects, yet

there is the spirit of mucii good among them. One way they are showing
it is bv building a schoolhoiise of eight rooms next to the church. The
money, plans and management of it all have been their own. Not a bit of

help have they had from anyone else.

LETTER FROM LYDIA KARADEMIRJL\N, HADJIN HOME,
TO THE JR. C. E. S.

Hadjin Home, January 15, 1903.

Thank you very much for the money which you sent; I thank God that

he has prepared such kind friends like you to help such orphans like us. I

think you want to hear about our school and about me. I am a girl fourteen

years old. I have a mother and three sisters,—two of them are married, and
one is little and studying here. I am in the third class. My lessoos are

English Fourth Reader, Armenian, Turkish, Bible, composition, drawing,
writing, gymnastics and music. My mother, Mrs. Coffing, and my dear
Miss Bates are giving me work to do for earning mv music lessons, and for

this reason I am learning to sew better than before.

This summer Mrs. Coffing and Miss Bates visited the villages around us
and brought news from them. They told about the village of Karakeoy that

the people were not wishing to confess Christ, and none of them wished to

learn from the Bible, and we were very sorr}^; but a little while ago a man
came from that village and brought good news to us. Now there are a good
many men who have accepted Christ, and they are crying for help. Before
this they persecuted their preacher and gave much trouble. We were all

exceeding glad.

There are two hundred and ninety-eight scholars in our school, eleven
native teachers and three missionaries. This year we have seven new girls,

—

some of them began with A B C, but now they are studving tlie Bible.
We have two societies, one named the Missionary Society of Marthas, and

the other Christian Endeavor. I am one of the members of the Christian
Endeavor Society. By means of these societies the girls are trying to do
better.

I want to write you always long letter, but I don't know verv well English,
so I cannot. I wish you would pray for me.
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WORK IN TALAS.

BY MISS SUSAN W. ORVIS.

Talas Girls' School, Cesarea, Turkey in Asia, Dec. 9, 1902.

I am anxious to tell you how very happy I am in my work, and how glad

I am to be here in this girls' school. I feel sure that there are but few new
missionaries who are so pleasantly situated and who have as kind and help-

ful associates. With Miss Cole and Miss Loughridge, who came last year,

we have five new missionaries here. We are all of us at work on the lan-

guage, and there is an inspiration in numbers, though I must be alone in the

lowest class. I have a native teacher for an hour each day, and Dr. Dodd
gives me two or three lessons a week on the grammar. The native teacher

can help me with the pronunciation and the vocabulary, but he cannot

explain the difficult constructions. The language is built on a plan so

entirely different from any European language that it presents many and

various problems to the American student. Our text-books also are few

and not well adapted to our purpose. For instance, we use the book that is

intended for Turkish students who are studying English. We are fortunate

at this station in having only one language to learn
;
everyone understands

the Turkish.

I have an algebra class in the school, and am teaching Nellie Dodd Ger-

man. In the Teachers' Reading Circle I can work, since English is the lan-

guage used. I also enjoy my Sunday-school class for some of the smaller

missionary children.

A native woman, who is very capable, has been secured as housekeeper
this year. This is a most fortunate arrangement since we are all so inex-

perienced, and it gives us our time for the study. We try to spend some
time every day in conversation with the girls, that we may learn Turkish
and they may improve in their use of English.

At present there are sixty-eight girls in the school
;
forty-three are board-

ers. We feel that the irffluence of the school is more evident in the cases of

these who are with us constantlv.

A Christian Endeavor Society has been organized ajiong the girls, and it

is a power for good. At first we had only the church members join as active

members of the society. Last Sunday at our consecration meeting we
increased the active membership by fourteen. These girls were all very

serious and earnest in their desire to thus pledge themselves to live a Chris-

tian life. Mrs. Fowle met them one evening the week before, and talked

with them personally about the meaning of the pledge.

We had some helpful services last Wednesday. This day had been selected

as a Day of Prayer for the schools, especiall}' for our students here in Talas.

A union service was held in the afternoon, to which the older people of the
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town were also invited. The native pastor had charge of it, but Dr. Dodd
and others spoke. We were very grateful to Mrs. Dodd for coming in the

evening for a little talk with the girls alone in the schoolroom.

In the Cliristian Endeavor meetings we always take part in English, and

we lead the chapel exercises once a week, but only the older girls are able

to understand what we say. However, we are comforted by thinking that

by our lives we may help them more than by words.

I have found the girls very attractive, and some of them extremely pretty

and interesting. They are always kind and thoughtful of others. There is

a most striking: difference between the orirls who have attended school and
the other g^irls we see. It is wonderful to see how the faces will brighten

up after they have been here a little time. Oh, it pays

!

I think I wrote about the visit in Constantinople and at Marsovan. The
overland journey was so interesting and so refreshing that I am eagerly look-

ing forward to an opportunity to try it again. All the conditions of weather
i\nd roads were most favorable at the time we came. Of course the staying

at the khans over night was not in every respect a desirable experience ; but

the bracing air we breathed all day as we rode in our wagons over the hills

and mountains more than counteracted all the effects of the bad air in the

khans.

We do have splendid air here among the hills. In the city of Cesarea it is

not so good, but up here at Talas the atmosphere is very like that of Colo-
rado. We have had some fine rides on horseback across the plain or around the

foot of the mountain. One day all of the missionaries went to the top of

Alidagh,—a small mountain very near us, on horseback. This was Dr.
and Mrs. Farnsworth's golden wedding anniversar}'. Dr. Farnsworth was
the first to reach the summit.

Miss E. S. Webb of Adana, Turkey, writes :—

Just now the wheels of our work seem to be turning ratlier hard. We are
nearing the end of the first term—there are two weeks more of it—and we
are all tired. Then for the past few weeks we have had a girl sick witli

rheumatic fever, and I do not feel at all sure how it will end. The worst of
it is, I don't believe she is ready to go if the Lord should call lier.

Do pray for us. The spiritual atmosphere of our school is not what it

was last year. W^e have all the machinery, but seem to lack the power.
We are all hoping much from the Week of Prayer. On New Year's morn-
ing we had a prayer meeting of the workers— all of us—our teachers and
those in the city schools with the pastor and Mr. Chambers. We have
arranged to have one at sunrise for half an hour every day next week^ and
are hoping for and expecting a blessing. There will be a general meeting
every evening and on certain days for the women at noon.
We have much to be thankful for. Each one of the women has taken her

turn in leading the weekly prayer meeting at the " New Settlement," one of
the suburbs of the city. It is in a Gregorian neighborhood, and during the
last few weeks the room has been about full at each meeting.
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The interest in home missionary work has grown wonderfully. The
preacher in Enzerli, one of our out-stations, is now supported from here.

One of the women told the pastor not long since that she now praved every
day for tlie work there. Our last missionary meeting was a rea success.

The main feature was the second half of Miss Stone's story, translated and
read by one of our graduates who is married and living here. It was exceed-
ingly interesting, and my only fear now is lest I shall never be able to^find

anything again that they will enjoy as much.

REPORT OF MI-NGUONG SO (A BIBLE WOMAN), W. B. M. I.,

FOR THE TERM BEGINNING MARCH, 1903.

FoocHow, China, Year of our Lord 1902.

Lady ^Missionaries and Sisters of the American Churches, Grace
AND Peace :

—

All the American sisters love our Chinese people, and hazard their lives

and use their money to save the souls of the Chinese. Read i Peter i. 3.

There has been a woman's class in the Au-haeng chapel these three years
and more. About this class, it has led the people to warm-heartedly
receive the truth. Last year one woman in this class departed this life.

She had proof that she vv'as saved. This year another has been taken.

Just as she was leaving the world for heaven she entreated her husband to

serve the Lord with a warm heart. She also said that she was going to the

Heavenlv Father, and called upon her husband to kneel and pray earnestly.

She herself bowed upon the bed and" prayed a few words with a true heart

for what she wished. Then her spirit left her. This year still another
woman has passed away. She also zealously served the Lord. These
three were members of the station class and became members of the church.
I have seen all three give proof that they were saved.

I hope that the ladies of the churches of America will pray for me, that I

may do more perfectly the work of saving souls. I have had three oppor-
tunities to spread the gospel. The first was the woman's class. During
the last term one member of the class entered the church. The second is,

that on the first and fifth days of each week Dr. Stryker healed the sick in

the chapel. Then I could speak to tlie sick. The third is, the opportunity
to visit homes and read the Bible. Sometimes people would come into the

chapel to sit, and then I could talk to them and read the Bible, and often

they were glad to hear.

Now I pray to receive the Savioiu''s grace, that all the things which I do
may glorify his name.

AlISS MARTHA WILEY'S REPORT, FOOCHOW, CHINA.

The Au-haeng station class began the term witli the usual number, and
occupying the same crowded quarters. It was necessary to do some weed-
ing out of those whose attendance seemed useless, but on the other hand
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some others were added, making an average of twelve women. About the

middle of the term it was found advisable to change the location of the

chapel to a more roomy Chinese building, and, of course, the station class

must change its place of meeting, as the station classes, as far as possible,

are connected with a chapel.

The women protested that they could not attend longer if the distance

was at all increased. Though sympathizing with their difficulty,—for most

of them hav^e bound feet,—the change must needs be made, and we were

obliged to trust to their interest to keep them in attendance. At last, with-

out urging, all but two of the number returned, and this loss was more than

made up bv the entrance of two more bright women. The first of the term

a room for Mi-nguong So was rented in a house near the chapel. Here, also,

lived some of the women who attended the class. In the morning they

made paper flowers, and the money thus earned, together with the little

allowed the class, was all they had to support themselves. Though their

time was valuable, they came to Mi-nguong So's room of evenings, and
listened to the reading of the Bible and her explanation of it.

The room was a cheery little spot when compared with the rest of the

dull, dark Chinese house, for she had papered the walls and each week
washed the floor. She came one day to ask for papers to paper this tiny

room, and it was more pathetic than amusing to hear her remark, " What
a pity to put papers with such nice pictures in them on the wall." With a

little urging she used the papers, and soon Mellin's Food Baby" and
other faces just as familiar were smiling down from the walls. This good
woman did not fail to draw a lesson from each, and I suspect that advertise-

ments of all kinds were never put to a better use.

But the " Mellin's Food Baby" remained the favorite, and was the most
fruitful for a sermon. vShe explained that if people loved Jesus they first

wanted their hearts clean, and next they wanted their bodies clean ; and if

their bodies were cared for they would be health v like that foreign baby.

When the class moved to the newly rented chapel, it was thought best to

have a room in tlie chapel, so that she might invite the women to her room
and talk to them after the services.

Her teaching has taken half of each day, and her visiting has required not a

little of her time, which together with her necessary housework is quite suffi-

cient for her strength. The women are gradually becoming more quiet in their

manner, and there is little to remind one of their first condition of con-

fusion worse confounded." This is due largely to their Christian training,

but yet not a little is due to the happy eflect of the use of the Romanized.
If they would learn the Romanized Colloquial, it is absolutelv essential that

they learn to think. This process of learning to think is the groundwork of
their moral as well as mental training. A more regular attendance on the

part of all those in the class was the most hopeful thing noticed this year.

Mi-nguong vSo is an imusually strong character for a Chinese woman, and
has a great influence over the women. They seem to thoroughly love and
respect her, though she does not spare them when she thinks they need her
censure. The death of one of the members of the class was a great loss to

the teacher as well as to the little church where she was a member. The
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term examination was finished on a forenoon, and that evening she sickened
and died with what was reputed to be the plague. She was a good, loyal-
hearted woman, always helptul to others. Siie is only another evidence of
the work the station classes can do and are doing in bringing hope to these
hopeless lives.

Last spring a difference of opinion took place between some of the Chi-
nese and the station class ; and one morning I awoke to find a number of
excited faces peering into my room, for most of the women, though with
bound feet, had walked to the city compound for a redress of what thev con-
sidered a grievance. One ''Mother in Israel" exclaimed, '' Shall we women
submit to the injustice of these men?" Tlie woman referred to above as
having recently died, calmly replied :

" We are willing to submit to God's
will. Let us ask him what it is." They knelt there on the veranda in the

early morning and asked of him who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, and
then got up and went quietly home to their breakfasts. This ended the

quarrel, as the matter was amicably settled the same day.

After the term had closed, Mi-nguong So, nt Miss Hartwell's request,

went to Pagoda Anchorage and attended the Bible Women's Institute, which
Miss Hartwell and Miss Chittenden held for several days. Sometimes the

unexpected liappens even in conservative China ; and when she attempted
to return to the city the river was so flooded that it required three days to

make the distance that would ordinarily require two hours ; but even in this

exigency Mi-nguong So was equal to the emergency, and literally imitated

her Master by " preaching in a boat," as she said.

On her arrival in the city she began regular house-to-house visiting, which
she continued until the prevalence of sickness rendered it unsafe. Once
each week she gatliered the women of the class together and taught them.
We expect to begin the fall term earlv in October.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF THE INTERIOR.

Mrs. S. E. HURLBUT, Treasurer.

Receipts from January 10 to February 10, 1903.

Colorado 160 58
Illinois 2,102 81

IOWA 243 69
Kansas 62 01

Michigan 205 49
Minnesota 484 49
Missouri 142 57
Nebraska ....... 88 88

Ohio 361 28

Oklahoma 12 94

South Dakota 23 60

Wisconsin 342 42

Tennessee l 70

Turkey 30 09

Miscellaneous 233 36

Receipts for the month . . $4,495 91

Previously acknowledged . . . 6,740 25

rotal since October, 1902 . . . $11,236 16

Contributions for Debt.

Receipts for tlie month ... 314 95
Previously acknowledged . . . 2,400 74

Total since October, 1902 . . . $2,715 69

AODITIONAL DONATIONS FOR SPECIAL OBJECTS-

Received this month .... 32 65
Previously acknowledged . .. . 118 52

Total Since October, 1902 . . . $151 17

Mrs. E. M. Williams, Ass'tTreas.
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