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TURKEY.

HAEPOOT FEMALE SEMINARY.

BY MRS. M. B. NORTON.

If a line were drawn from the north-east corner of the Mediter-

ranean to the eastern extremity of the Black Sea, we should find,

about midway, the city of Harpoot, in Eastern Turkey, seven hun-

dred and fifty miles south-east of Constantinople.

To the north are the snow-capped peaks of the Anti-Taurus

Mountains; on the south, those of the Taurus range, on the north-

ern and southern slopes of which the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers

respectively take their rise. In the great elbow formed by a

western and southern sweep of the former stream, lies a smiling

plain, sixty miles in length, dotted over with towns and villages, high

above which sits Ilarpoot, the home of twenty-five thousand souls.

It is the centre of work and influence for twenty-five hundred

towns and villages scattered through a space larger than the State

of Massachusetts. Twenty-one years ago, there was not a single

Protestant in all this region. The first missionary sent there was

Mr. Dunmore, in 1855, who labored for two years with much
success. In 1857 Messrs. Wheeler and Allen, and their wives,

first went to Harpoot, followed, two years later, by Rev. H. N.
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Barnum. During the comparatively few years since these mission-

aries laid the foundations there, wonderful results have been

attained. Three years after the arrival of Messrs. Wheeler and
Allen, there were thirty-nine church-members, and thirteen out-

stations, eleven of which were supplied with preaching, and ten

with schools; while women might be seen in groups, learning to

read, and to study the Bible.

Mr. Wheeler relates that once he said to an Armenian, " There

is one duty which you neglect, — that of teaching girls to read. '

'

In reply, it was affirmed that this is not a duty, and that women
ought to remain ignorant. Mr. Wheeler asked, "But have they

no souls? "— "If they have souls," was the reply, " why are they

women? "

This sentiment, common in all lands where the gospel is un-

known, was illustrated in the founding of the Female Seminary

at Harpoot. Soon after the training of young men for teachers

and native pastors began, in the early history of the mission, it

was felt that their wives must also receive the benefits of instruc-

tion in order to become suitable helpmeets, and companions in the

work. A school was opened for the wives, and every married

student required to bring his wife to be educated. Frequently the

women were very unwilling to come; and ludicrous scenes are

reported as the result of compulsion on the part of the husbands,

though we are not told that these incipient preachers used the

means which proved so effective in one of the villages of the Har-

poot district, where twelve men only were present at the first

meeting, but all their wives, primer in hand, at the second, who
informed the preacher that their unwillingness to come had been

overcome by a sound whipping for each, received at the hand of

her husband.

In that land, marriage takes place at an early age; so that many
of the young theological students were not only husbands, but

fathers of families. They were provided with houses to live in

;

and, consequently, both husbands and wives were day-scholars.

The women attended to their simple household service early in the

morning, then sent their older children to school, and took their

little ones with them to the seminary. Here one room was devoted

to the babies, under the charge of a nurse. Rope hammocks were

stretched across all the angles of the room, in which swung the

babies, while the mothers were studying their primers and New
Testaments in the schoolroom.
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Girls from different cities and villages were also received in the

school as boarders, on condition that they would not marry any

one not a teacher or preacher, without the consent of those in

charge of the school. The course of study for the married women
is four years in length, corresponding to the time spent by their

husbands in the Theological School. A better preparation is

required of the girls ; and they are able to finish their course in

three years. The school is in session from early spring till autumn

of each year; and a vacation of four months enables both teachers

and students to go touring among the mountain villages in winter,

when the people are at their homes, and most accessible to religious

effort.

Public sentiment, so opposed at first to the education of women,
changed rapidly in its favor; and in a few ye'ars there were eleven

hundred girls in Protestant and Armenian schools. One pastor

is said to have lost a " call," because his wife was not sufficiently

learned; and parents formerly opposed to their daughters becom-

ing preachers' wives are now anxious that they should receive a

suitable training for this station, as they say the Protestants make
good husbands.

The wonderful results of the gospel in these twenty years past

are now seen in the twenty-three churches of the Harpoot district,

with their twelve hundred members, and one hundred out-stations

where the Word is preached. The eight thousand Protestants of

the Eastern Turkey Mission have paid out of their poverty more

than seventeen thousand dollars for Christian work during the last

three years. It is felt that the further prosecution of the evan-

gelization of this region may safely be left in charge of these

Protestant communities, as soon as suitable facilities for educating

their leading minds are provided. Their progress already demands

a higher education than was at first sufficient for their preachers,

teachers, and Bible-readers. Much more is this necessary for a

parting legacy to these, so lately redeemed from the bondage of

centuries, now soon to assume self-support and the responsibility

of their own Christian institutions, as well as the culture of the

large fields adjacent to their own. An endowment of sixty thou-

sand dollars will provide income sufficient to pay the salaries of a

full corps of professors and teachers for the proposed *
' Armenia

College," with its departments of literature, law, medicine, and

theology. One department of this college is to be a seminary for

the higher education of girls, endowed by the Woman's Board of

Missions, at a cost of twenty thousand dollars.



228 LIFE AND LIGHT.

The building thus far occupied by the girls' school is seen in

the accompanying cut. It is situated in the centre of the mission

premises, in the outskirts of the city. From its battlemented

roof, looking southward, one may see fifty villages scattered over

the plain a thousand feet below, and encircled by majestic moun-

tain-peaks. The seminary schoolroom, formerly in the lower story

(which was originally the spacious stable of an Armenian mer-

chant), has recently been removed to the airier and more commo-

dious upper floor. The schoolroom occupies the left of the second

story, and the teachers' rooms are in the same story, at the right.

ILVRPOOT FEMA"LE SEMINARY.

The girls' rooms, recitation-rooms, dining-room, and kitchen now

occupv the lower story. Adjoining this, on the riglit, is the Bible

depository; and on its shelves repose, also, histories, atlases, gazet-

teers, and unabridged dictionaries. Nearly ninety thousand copies

of the Bible, or parts of it, and other printed books, have been sold

at the station.

Misses Sevmour and Bush are now in charge of the semmary.

Their predecessors in faithful work there were Misses West and

Fritcher, 3Iiss Pond (now Mrs. AVilliams of the Constantinople

Home), and Miss Warfield of sainted memory.
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In view of the needs of the daughters* of the land which has

sent to this seminary a Kohar, a Koordish Amy, and hundreds

of others, now gleaning for the Master in that great harvest-field,

or already gone to share the rewards of those who are faithful

unto death, let us pray and labor with renewed earnestness, while

the Spirit whispers, " What thou doest, do quickly."

CEYLON.

LETTER FROM MISS TOWNSHEND.

We cull the following facts from some journal extracts sent us

by Miss Townshend of Udupitty, Ceylon.

" This was the day appointed for the examination and selection

of girls from the villages, to form a new class for the five-years'

course in our boarding-school. There were many who would be

glad to come; but we have not room for more than eleven, and it is

a diflBcult task to decide who the eleven are to be. We like to

have the very oldest we can get, and want them to have had some

instruction in the day-schools. Poor things ! They tremble with

anxiety to do well in the examination, and fail from very excite-

ment. We are glad to see that most of the rejected candidates are

young; and we hope they may be brought in another year. The

girls in the new class are particularly bright and interesting.

They are between twelve and fourteen years of age ; and only two

of them came from Christian homes.

" The school-girls have lately enjoyed listening to an oral transla-

tion of ' Little Lights, and How They Shone.' The story con-

tained in it, of the good accomplished by poor little mission

children in New York City, because they wanted to work for Jesus,

has led to the formation of a mission-circle among themselves, to

which they have given the name of ' Laura Smith Band.' They

are very enthusiastic in this new enterprise, and I often hear them

asking the Lord to bless them in it. The membership-fee is

twenty-five cents. They spend an hour in sewing, on Saturday;

and, besides that, each one is to contribute some article for a fair

soon to be held.

" Yesterday, the teacher, Laura, and one of the older girls, went

with me to see the oldest sister of one of our pupils. After we had

talked with her and another woman present, they excused them-

selves by saying, ' We do not know what to do.'— ' Cease calling
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on the name of Siva,' I said, ' when you rise in the morning: say

Jesus, instead.' The Sivite worshipper habitually speaks his

name, and invokes his blessing, immediately on arising in the

morning. Such is the fear of his displeasure, and the inveterate

hatred of even the name of Christ, that I feel it is only by the

Spirit, that any woman could be induced to voluntarily speak the

name of Jesus when she rises: we may think she who does so has

indeed been born again.

" We are enjoying a visit from one of our graduates, who has been

teaching near her father's house for the last two years, and comes

fresh from scenes of interest among the women of her neighbor-

hood. She is remarkable for her earnest, devoted spirit; and her

visit has been a help to us all. Oh! how I wish our friends in

America could have shared my feelings in the season of prayer

which I had with the three members of the class who were here

!

Their prayers were exceedingly earnest ; and when they spoke of

their joys and sorrows, and I heard them magnify the Lord for

his grace in sustaining them under trials from their heathen rela-

tives, and their expressions of strong faith that their family

friends would learn to love the Lord, my heart was full.

" "Whatever are the failures of this people as to cleanliness, they

can never be said to be sparing in the use of water. This after-

noon, as I was out in the village, accompanied by one of our school-

girls, we came to a house where a woman was bathing a small

child in a basket. The closely-woven basket answered very well

for a bathing-tub ; but our sympathies were excited for the poor

little one exposed to the cold wind. The mother held it by the

head, as one would clasp a cocoanut, with the two hands, allowing

its feet to barely touch the bottom of the basket, while a young

girl pom-ed dishful after dishful of cold water over it. My com-

panion expressed great surprise at the use of cold water, instead of

warm, as is usual for so young a child. The mother replied, that

the child's horoscope forbade the use of warm water. Our plead-

ings had no effect to stay proceedings, until the traditional number

of pourings were finished ; then the mother took the child in her

lap to dry it, and asked me what she could do to make it grow.

She received my advice as to its bathing with an air of pity for

my ignorance; but she did seem to be a little affected by my taking

the child, and wrapping it up in the cloth which she had merely

laid over it.

The school term has been a very pleasant one. The daily routine
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has been so unvaried, that there is little to record, unless I were to

mention conversations, and seemingly trivial incidents, precious

only to a teacher, as showing that the Spirit is working in the

hearts of her charge, leading some to commence a new life, and

others to go onward in the heavenly way. Two of the girls were

admitted to the church, early in the term.
'

' I send with this a letter wTitten by one of the girls to her

parents. She has been here five years, and has been trying to live

a Christian life. Six months ago, her father, having arranged for

her to marry a heathen, would not allow her to come to school.

Her uncle interposed, took her into his own family; and she is now
with us again."

My LOVING AND AFFECTIONATE PARENTS, KNOW YE,— Very

well I am, and that God, who cares for you and me, has you also in

health kept, I hope. My dear parents, of your state when I think,

within me my heart melts. Leaving the one true God, who made us,

to bow down to senseless idols, which, made by man's hands, know
not good from evil; is it reasonable? If one, being absent from

his parents, should of wood, or gold, or silver, an image make,

and, "This is my father " saying, should unto it, as unto a parent,

obedience and reverence and service render, would not the father,

hearing it, be very angry? I not doing as you wish is to you a

great sorrow. I have left you, you say. Think, then, how angry

God must be, that you have left him. Alas ! in what a dreadful

place you stand! Oh, leave it. This letter when you read, your

superstitions cast away, and to the one true God turn. If his mes-

senger of death for you calls, what will you do? Oh, quickly turn

from this wicked way

!

As you know, while worshipping and fearing idols I was, I came

here, and in the Bible, which shows us the way of life, I read,

" Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest." The question came, "Why were these words

spoken to me? " When at myself I looked, I saw my sins: they

stood before me. You are a sinner: your sins are great. " You may
count the sands of the seahore; but your sins cannot be counted,"

sounded in my ears wherever I went. Thus my sins feeling daily,

forgiveness of God I sought. He heard my prayer, and pardoned

my sins. This kindness to you he wishes to show. Even though

your sins are great, confess and forsake them, and he will be gra-

cious, and receive you: otherwise, to go to destruction he will leave
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you. Do not say, "I want this, and I want that," seeking first the

world. Seek first the kingdom of heaven and righteousness, and
all these shall be added unto you. Before him on your knees fall,

and with your tongue praise him as the true God. This that you
should do is my great desire, and for this I beseech God with tears.

I shall never forget your love and kindness, my dear parents. I

know no joy in being sej^arated from you. My mind is sore. That

you would walk in this way I thought ; but God has not yet given

me that joy. You say medicine has been given me my mind to

affect. I am only influenced by the firm resolve to follow the

Saviour in life and death. My dear parents, I beg with tears that

you will heed these things.

Thus writes your daughter,

Lucy Ponachy.

AN INSIDE VIEW.

We sometimes wonder within ourselves what ideas and impres-

sions the term " Dakota Home " makes upon the people who know
nothing in regard to it, except as they have read the little that has

been written about it.

It is quite evident that many very erroneous views have been

held by some. At any rate, we have had scores of peculiar queries

put to us. We wish that we might plainl}^ and graphically bring

before the readers of this paper all things as they really are, and,

by so doing, draw them into that sympathy with the workers and

the school which they so largely need and must have.

Here we have a place for Indian children, which we call a home;

and though many things are here taught, and also required of them,

that go so far beyond their primitive ideas of a home, that it takes

a great length of time to '

' break them in '

' to the ordinary rou-

tine of each day's work, yet, with time and thorough training, they

show themselves able to become efficient housekeepers.

Dirt seems to be the prerogative of an Indian. A raw girl

cannot see why there is any distinction made between a hand and a

dish towel, and seems to reason in this way, — that as she eats out

of her hands, as well as from plates and spoons, one and the same

towel can be legitimately used for both. Yet, with all that, they

have, in some things, a very nice sense of distinction.

Is there not much to be hoped for in the future from these girls

who came to us, a year ago, ignorant, dirty, and, some of them,
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almost nude, but who are already careful of their personal appear-

ance, and can perform any portion of the home work?

Little girls of nine and ten years of age can make bread, doing

every part of it, from making the yeast to turning it out of the

tins. The girls are very fond of white-bread; and, on seeing the

amount consumed weekly, one would think that they "lived by

bread alone." But that is not so; for they need variety as well

as plenty.

Although some think that there is in the savage heart no love

for the beauty that is in art and nature, yet nowhere have we seen

a class of girls who admire a bouquet of flowers and grasses more

than do these. In the season of flowers, the dining-table is covered

with them; and it is their delight to garland and festoon walls,

pictures, and even the stoves. Should the chromo of the straw-

berry-girl come down from the dining-room wall, and be put away,

there would be real sorrow, and frequent entreaties to " bring back

the little girl with blue eyes and yellow hair." We flatter our-

selves, that, for their ages, these girls will compete fairly with any

white girls. They are learning to cut, baste, and sew with wonder-

ful rapidity. We can best see their progress in the garments they

have cut and made for their dolls, all without any help.

Perhaps you think that here all is work, and no play; but not so.

Though the girls are kept quite busy all the forenoon, the after-

noon brings them a little play before the time for sewing, and

several hours after. During the winter season, they care for no

better sport than to slide down hill, — some on sleds, others on

boards ; while often two or three go down the hill at an alarming *

speed on nothing more than a barrel-stave, having a string attached

to one end.

The evenings are spent in letter-writing, reading, singing, and

games. Battledoor and shuttlecock has been the favorite game
this winter.

Do you ask whether there is any thing interesting in these girls,

and do we feel that deep affection for them that we would naturally

have for white children ? We are ready to answer that we do see

much that makes us look on them with fond pride; and they pos-

sess ways that are sweet and winsome. Could any one's heart fail

to respond with a thrill of earnest love to little children who are

demonstrative enough in their love to throw their arms around one's

neck, and say with earnest Voice and truth-telling eyes, " We love

you, for you are good and kind to us " ? We say, " Nay! "

Marie L. IIaixes.
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING.

BY MRS. S. B. PRATT.

"Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give

than to receive."

We are surely placing the matter of Christian benevolence on

too low a plane, when we speak of the duty, instead of the privi-

lege, of giving. " There are so many calls for money and time and

labor now-a-days," is a complaint often on our lips and in our ears.

Yes, thank God! there are so many calls, so many precious privi-

leges given us by our Father, — so many summons to come a little

closer to the Master, and follow him more nearly in his round of

self-forgetting love,— so many needy brothers and sisters of his to

be helped,— so many opportunities to exchange our earthly dross

for a warm heart-glow and an abiding treasure,— so many chances

which angels might covet, of which we complain.

We must remember it is because our Father loves us, and would

give us the place and the privilege of children, that he allows us to

help in this gi*eat warfare between heaven and hell, not because

his infinite strength needs to be supplemented by our finite weak-

ness, his boundless resources to receive our small treasure. The

child's gift and the child's help are sweet to the father, though

worthless in themselves.

Riding into Boston, the other day, on one of the many in-coming

trains, as we crossed a crowded city street, I saw that the red flag,

the signal that all was right, was held in the hand of a tiny boy, a

mere babe, whose little face was grave with the importance of his

work, and his little arms were braced to hold up the flag. Was it

safe to trust such a charge to so weak a hand? Yes; for close by,

with loving eye fixed on his boy, hand all ready to help, should help

be needed, stood the father. So our Father, because he loves us,

gives us the privilege of holding up the banner of the cross, looking

on, the while, with watchful eye and ready hand to help. Shall

we not realize the honor he bestows in letting us give time, talents,

strength, property, that the blood-stained banner may be lifted up

in the sight of the nations ?
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A few days since, one Christian worker wrote to another, " We
are trying to do such a work (naming the object) in our Sunday
school this year : will you help us? "— "I thank you for giving

me the privilege," came back the whole-souled answer, response

more welcome even than the money enclosed. So, when these many
calls, like messages direct from Heaven, come to us, shall we not,

with uplifted eyes, say, " Father, I thank thee for giving me the

privilege "?

" But we have no money," is often the answer, sometimes the

truthful one in these days of financial trouble. Then you are

denied for a time the privilege; for God never calls for what we
^have not: only let us be sure, that, as stewards, we are being faith-

ful over the few things. If we have but dimes to give now where

once we had dollars, let no false shame prevent us from giving the

dimes. He who multiplied the five barley loaves, and increased the

widow's measure of oil, can make the smallest gift presented for

love of him carry its fragrance to the remotest ends of the earth.

A small church was being built among the Indians, and help was
asked of a little mission Sunday school in Connecticut. Could

they build the steeple? Oh, no! they were too poor. Could they

give the bell? No. " But," exclaimed one little fellow joyfully,

" we can buy the rope ! " The rope was bought, and, a year after-

ward, the missionary came back to report. " I have seen one end of

your benefaction," he said : "the other end has reached heaven."

If we cannot give of our abundance, let us give of our poverty;

for even small purses can buy ropes which shall make all Heaven

musical with celestial chimes. Or, if it be true that it is not possi-

ble to give even the smallest coin current in this world's dealings,

how great a giving is still left!— prayers that move God's arm,

loving sympathy, words of cheer, personal enthusiasm; only in

these earnest, wonderful times in which we are living, let us not

be willing to be mere passive recipients, receiving all, and giving

nothing. Now when, if we listen, we can almost catch the sound

of the on-coming chariot-wheels of the Lord; when no longer a

solitary voice in the wilderness cries, " Prepare ye the way of the

Lord," but from every watch-tower rings out the signal, "Make
straight in the desert a highway for our God ; '

' when from one

waiting heart to another is heard the joyful whisper, " Behold, the

Bridegroom cometh," and lamps newly fed by the Spirit are

making the darkness radiant, — can we afford to stand idly by,

doing nothing to hasten his coming, nothing to prepare his high-

way, nothing to light more lamps for his welcome?
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HOW TO FILL OUR TREASURY, AND WITH WHAT.

BY MRS. HELEN C. KNIGHT.

A POOR woman brought me two dollars.

" Can you afford to give all this? " I asked.

" Yes," she said
;

for, when I began to pray for it, I found I

must give to it."

Prayer went before to open the horny hand : prayer will follow

to look after the dearly-won gift. Two dollars, no more, no less.

It cannot do much : it is but a drop in the bucket of charity. Has
not the gift, however, a value from God's mint which we do not

always reckon up ? It might go towards buying bread for a hun-

gry one
;
but, in the moral economies of God's higher kingdom,

may it not also excite a hunger of the soul appeased only by the

bread of heaven ? It might be spent in clothing some destitute

one, thus led to seek the robe of righteousness. It might help

furnish a roof for the fatherless, and so go towards preparing a

room in that house not made with hands.

I talk every now and then with a friend who cares nothing for

a gift without the giver. " A .gift without the giver is bare," he

says with the poet, and, in collecting the charities of the church,

he never urges money out of believers. " It must come because

it cannot help coming, or it is of little value in God's kingdom,"

he says.

"But," said I, "money is money. Money will buy Bibles,

carry on schools, preach the gospel, feed the hungry, and clothe

the naked. What can we do without money ? If we wait till

people give because they cannot help giving, how much would be

left undone ! If people do not give Christianly, it is for them to

settle with the Master. Meanwhile the Master's work must go on;

and money must be had to do it.
'

'

" True," he said, " money is indispensable for doing the world's

business ; but if we believe in the spiritual kingdom of our Lord

set up in the world, and finally to prevail, we must believe it has

a currency to do it with. That currency is believing prayer.

'Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name.' Do you ever try to

make real to yourself the power of faith ? The believer's money

is worth no more in Wall Street than anybody's ; but it is worth

more in the kingdom of God, because it is a promissory note of

blessings reaching far above and beyond the visible something



FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 237

which the money paid for. Ah," he added, "we are believers

without belief. We must lay stronger hold of the invisible and

eternal, before the kingdom of God can come with power. '

'

Do we not, then, need, first of all, from our bands of Christian

women, the priceless contribution of heartfelt, honest, believing

prayer, springing from a deep sense of a heathen woman's needs,

in contrast with our own Christian blessings ? Will not this fill

our treasury ?

FROM CORRESPONDENTS.

A Jubilee Year. — We presume that all earnest, laborious

Christian women, members of the Woman's Board of Missions,

or interested in its labors, are as firmly convinced as we that the

only appropriate method of giving is by doing it systematically.

We also feel quite ready to believe, by all we hear and see, that

they deem it a duty to give such a portion of their incomes or

salaries as will demand sacrifice and self-denial. In these days,

when, in answer to the prayers of a former generation, the whole

world is thrown open to us, the special need is for money and la-

borers. If we cannot be laborers in the foreign field, it is most

incumbent upon us to give money. As many of us are not pov-

erty-stricken, nor yet rich, if we give as heartily as our fathers

prayed, we must give till«we feel it.

I presume all do give thus, their twentieth, twelfth, or tenth

part yearly ; but I wonder if any have " a year of jubilee in giv-

ing." In the old Jewish commonwealth, the sum of seven times

seven years, the fiftieth, was the jubilee. All debts were forgiven,

slaves went free, and the land rested. Sixteen years ago, on read-

ing the account of this year in the Old Testament, the thought

occurred to us, that every fifth year in the life of an individual

might have an appropriate correspondence to every fiftieth in the

life of a nation. As we found that one-tenth of a year's income

given in charity was a small pittance compared with our desires,

we determined to try the plan of a jubilee year, giving in that

year one-fifth, instead of one-tenth, of our little income.

Our third jubilee year has just x^assed, and we can, with great

joy, recommend it to others,— to any who may sympathize with us

in great desires and inadequate means. Our prosperity has "in-

creased in a remarkable degree every fifth year ; so that each jubi-

lee we have been able not only to give more than at the preceding
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one, but more than, during the intervening years, we thought pos-

sible with the closet calculation.

We enter, at this time, one of our darkest years in loss of

income, and increase of cares ; but we have faith to believe that

when the next jubilee comes, in 1880, we shall have more than at

either 1875, 1870, or 1865, to put into the treasury of the Lord.

Are there not some of you, dear friends, who will feel moved to

consecrate this centennial year as a year of jubilee, " a year of the

right hand of the Most High' ' ? If so, may God's blessing, " which

maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow thereto," be yours. — Elise.

PiiACTiCAL Self-sacrifice. — A young girl who was employed

in a shop in one of our Eastern cities became greatly interested in

a poor heathen girl of whom she had heard. She longed to do

something for her; and, after much planning and thinking, she and

a companion, whose sympathy she had enlisted in the good work,

assumed for one year the support of a young Hindu (thirty dol-

lars) in a mission-school. For a time, all went well; and the first

year closed prosperously for the workers and their beneficiary.

But the hard times came on with short work and reduced pay.

The companion who had assisted gave up her interest in the mat-

ter. Employment was uncertain, and hard to procure. To raise

thirty dollars beyond her own pressing needs seemed out of the

question; and, in great trouble of mind, our young shop-girl sought

the secretary of the missionary society, to ask for aid and counsel

before relinquishing her charge. The lady offered at once to

assume the support of the Hindu child until other arrangements

could be made. After much persuasion, the girl was induced to

consent; and she parted from her friend in tears. It was hard to

give up her share in this dear work; and she returned home bur-

dened with disappointment and regret.

But one day a bright thought came to her mind. Chancing

to take up a paper, she saw an advertisement for waitresses at one

of the hotels at the White Mountains. She applied for and secured

a situation. She faithfully performed her duties, and in the

autumn of last year came to her friend with the greatest joy that

she could do her part in the education of her pupil, and bringing

the entire thirty dollars earned by her summer's work.

It was a freewill offering of that which had cost her something,

precious in the sight of the Master, accepted by him, and meriting

the plaudit, " She hath done what she could."— L. B. M., Darien,

Conn.
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The Consecrated Bag. — By the request made in " Life and

Light " for incidents of self-denial, or illustrations of consecrated

gifts, I was reminded of a circumstance in the life of my dear

mother, who is now in heaven. When she was first married, in

Hadley, Mass., she made a square bag of Scotch plaid, and decided

to put into it sums of money which should be devoted to foreign

missions, with the resolution that it should never be empty. She

lived more than fifty years after that time; and often, when a child

and in later years, have I seen her drop money into the consecrated

ba-?, remarking, occasionally, that it was rather low in funds.

When she died, we found in it a considerable sum, all of which was

given as she would have wished.

The bag is now in my possession, dearer and more precious than

so much gold; and, every time my eye rests upon it, the thought

comes up, " God only knows how many fervent prayers were offered

over that ' missionary bag,' as she called it." Her example has

been the means of leading her children to interest themselves most

thoroughly in missions; and I rejoice more in being a life-member

of the Woman's Board of Missions than in any social position, how-

ever exalted. — L. S., Menasha, Wis.

Extra Offerings.— The stories that have come to us from

over the sea, of retrenchment, and the privations it has caused,

of the word of God taken from hungry souls for lack of means to

carry it to them, have awakened many hearts among us to deeper

thought and liberality. Three, at least, have been moved to loose

their purse-strings a second time in view of the special need, and

to devote an extra ten dollars to the cause. The example of what

one woman can do has incited us all to further elfort: seventy-

four aprons made by one woman's hand have put fifty dollars into

our treasury. — From an Auxiliary in Connecticut.

From the Missionary Standpoint. — We were expecting to

build a snug little home in the spring; and an appropriation for

the purpose had been asked by the mission: but, now that funds

are so low, we shall have to abandon this hope also. But we shall

not mourn over any retrenchment, except such as shall affect our

work vitally,— unless we are asked to give up what has already been

gained for Christ. I was reading, in one of our last papers, of the

amount of money expended in our Xew York churches for singing,

more, I thmk, than the whole sum spent by the Board for scatter-

ing the bread of life to the perishing millions of the earth. Oh!

if our home churches would spend less for such luxuries, and send
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the surplus to the starving souls beyond, would they not secure a

greater blessing for themselves, as well as for those sitting in dark-

ness ? We know a great deal is being done by Christians at home

;

but, if all the tithes were brought into the storehouse, how much
more would be done

!

The world is open as never before for missionary effort. The
walls of prejudice and superstition are crumbling down. A spirit

of inquiry is manifest among all classes; and the Spirit is evidently

softening the hearts of the most bigoted. Just now, when the

Lord seems to be calling his servants to go forward, is it the time

for Christians to shut their eyes to these encouraging tokens, and

say the work must not be enlarged, nay, more, must go backward,

intead of forv/ard? Has the Master made a mistake? or are Chris-

tians in fault?

We read of the glorious revival meetings, and we look for the

fruits of the Spirit in the unreserved consecration of all to Christ;

we look for the thank-offerings of awakened Christians and of new
converts; we look to see many giving, not only of their substance,

but themselves as living sacrifices to labor at home or abroad as

the Lord may need or direct. Oh for an awakening that shall bring

our money, our lives, our all, into the service of Christ! Then

there will be no lack of laborers to enter the whitened harvest-

fields; then the Lord's treasuries will be full to overflowing, and

that glorious day will speedily come, when all shall know the Lord,

from the least unto the greatest.— A. A. L., Marsomn, Turkey.

MAY MEETING.

It was feared, that, on account of the change of the day for our

May meeting, many of the friends of the Woman's Board would

be unable to attend; but, when the day came, we were rebuked for

our little faith. A clear sky, a bright sun, and, above all, the

blessing of our heavenly Father, who had filled the hearts of so

many Christian women with love for the missionary cause, brought

together a very large audience.

Mrs, Albert Bowker, presiding, called the meeting to order by

asking the congregation to sing the grand old prophetic hymn, —
" Jesus shall reigii where'er the sun

Doth his successive journeys run,"

and introduced Mrs. J. P. Cowles of Ipswich, who made a most
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earnest address, touching upon the joys, trials, and compensations

of missionary life. Mrs. Benjamin E. Bates, Treasurer, reported the

receipts since Jan. 1 to be ^^30,485.21. Later in the meeting, Mrs.

Bates announced a centennial offering,— a string of gold beads

which had been in one family for a hundred years, — now given

to the mission treasury, in reality a centennial offering. A graphic

letter from Mrs. Capron of the Madura Mission, and a poem,

"Spinning for the Lord," finely rendered by Miss White of

Ipswich, was followed by a very interesting paper on the Constan-

tinople Home, by Mrs. M. B. Korton.

At this point of the meeting, the announcement of the revolution

in Turkey, and the unknown consequences it would bring to the

missionary work, sent a thrill through the audience. Mrs. Wheeler

of Ilarpoot then spoke in stirring words of her firm belief, that,

though kingdoms and thrones should be overturned, the missionary

work would go triumphantly on; though buildings might be de-

stroyed, they would be rebuilt; though, for a time, the horizon

might be dark and threatening, the clouds would surely be dis-

pelled, and the gospel light be shed abroad throughout the Turkish

empire.

The closing address was given by Mrs. Chandler of the Madura

Mission, who is to return to her field at the close of summer. She

gave statistics of the work in her mission, bringing out exact figures

to show the progress of the last ten years: she also spoke of the

surprise and pleasure she had felt at the wonderful uprising of the

Christian women of America in the cause of missions. As this

was the last public meeting of the Board she would attend before

her return, Mrs. Chandler closed with a few words of tender fare-

well, and an exhortation to continued effort for the salvation of

heathen women.

Prayer was offered by Mrs. B. Norton; and the singing of the

Doxology closed the exercises, which were of the greatest interest

to all present.

EASTERN CONNECTICUT BRANCH.

The New London County Branch held its first annual meeting

at New London, June 7. The receipts for the year amounted to

nearly fifteen hundred dollars ; and the number of auxiliaries has

increased from fourteen to twenty-one, including our six mission-

circles. The branch assumes the support of Mrs. Schauffler and

16
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Miss Parsons, besides appropriations for Bible-readers and scholar-

ships. Papers in regard to the proposed " Home at Kioto," and
*' Our Aims for the Coming Year," were read, as well as some in-

teresting missionary letters. Mrs. M. B. Norton and Mrs. Burdett

Hart addressed the meeting; and their words will long be remem-
bered as instructive and helpful.

It was voted to change the name of the branch, in the hope of

extending its sphere ; and it w^ill hereafter be known as the Eastern

Connecticut Branch. E. S. Gilman, Secretary.

The annual meeting of the New Hampshire Branch will not be

held until the 18th of October, at Manchester.

Ix answer to frequent questions as to the state of our treasury

in these times of financial pressure, we will say that we have no

serious apprehensions as to our pledged work, feeling that our

friends will make strenuous efforts to redeem their pledges. We
have more anxiety, however, as to the progressive work so earnestly

approved at our annual meeting; and we trust the solemn obliga-

tion entered into by the representatives of branches and auxilia-

ries at that time may not be forgotten.

WOMAN'S BOARD OF mSSIONS.

Rbceipts from Mat 18 to June 13, 1876.

MRS. BEXJA]MrN' E. BATES, Treasurek.

Maine Branch. —'Mrs. "Woodbury
S. Dana. Treas.. Bethel, IstCli.,

Anx., S8; Varmoutb, " ^Valnut
Hill Workeif," ^5; Dennvs-
ville. Cons;. Ch. and Soc. SiO;
Limingtoii. Aux., $10; Skow-
began. Aux., $15; "Helping
Hands," $5; Portland. State-

st. S. S., §20; Farmingtou,
Aux., $13; -'WDling Work-
ers." $50; "Wilton. Mission Cir-

cle," $10; Soutb Freeport,
Aux.. $4G.50; "Snow-Birds,"
810 ; Dover and Foxcroft. Aux.,
§8 : Macbias, Aux., $23 ; Water-
ville. Aux.. $29.55; Biddeford,
Pavilion Cb., Aux., $32.50;
Bangor. Aux., of wb. $50 by
J. S. W. in memory of Mrs.

MAINE. Susan A. "Wlieelwrigbt, $115;
Kioto Home, " Bangor Kill,"
Hammond-st. S. S., $10; Nor-
ridgewock, Aux., $12; Au-
burn, Aux., $37.80: Water-
ford. Aux., $12; Wells, Aux,,
$38.15, S$520 60

Biddeford.— 2d Cb., Aux., of wb.
$25 to const. L. M. Mrs. G. O.
Bambam, 30 00

Total, $550 60

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Neio Hampshire Branch.— Miss
Abby E. INlcIntire, Treas.,
Troy, Aux., to const. L.ISI. Mi's.

Susan I^we. $25; Antrim, La-
dies of Presbyterian Cb., $10;
Atkinson, Aux., Mason, fbare



RECEIPTS. 243

In Kioto Home, $5; Bristol,

Aux., add'l, it^ll ; Concord, ]\Irs.

Asa McFarlaiid's S. S. class,

$5, a friend, .fiS, Aux., $!30;

Francestown, Aux., 25; Haver-
hill, Aux., §20; Jaffrey, Aux.,
§10; Keene, 1st Ch.. ^Mission
Circle, §20 ;

Lyme, Aux., of vvh.

§25 to const. L. INT. Mrs. Sarali
A. Kingsbury, §30; Manches-
ter, 1st Ch., Aux. , §80 ;

Nashua,
Aux., §50; Mrs. Lucy Taggard,
in memory of her husband,
§10; " Penny-Gatherers," §10;
Miss Laura E. Hale, in mem-
ory of her brother, Merritt E.
Hale, §10; " The Home Work-
ers," §5; Salem, "Rain-
drops," to const. L. M. Mrs.
E. E. Bowker, §25; Stratham,
Aux., §27.20, of wh. §32L95 for
Kioto Home, Japan, $403 20

S"en«^^•er.— Cong. Ch., 16 50
Sullivan.— Gong. Ch., 10 00

Total, $429 70

Female Dep. Armenian College.

Nero Hampxhire Branch. — Am-
herst, a few friends, §12; Nash-
ua, " Warfield Memorial," §50, §62 GO

VERMONT.

Vermmt Branch. — jSrrs. George
H. Fox, Treas., Hinesburgh,
" Mayflowers," §5 ; West West-
minster, Aux., §5.75; Fayette-
ville, Aux., $7; Springtield,
Aux., $10; Westminster, Aux.,
§15; Benson, a friend, §1;
Fair Haven, Aux., §21 ; West-
ford, Aux., §10; Essex, Aux.,
§5; "Flock of Doves," §5;
Coventry, a few ladies, $22;
Hartford, Aux., §31 ; Rutland,
Aux., $2G..34; AVells River.
" Workers for Jesus," pupil
Miss To\vnshend'3 sch., §30;
Kioto Home, §10; Windsor,
Mrs. Reuben Weston, Kioto
Home, $10, §214 19

Jfon/TJe/ier.—Bethany, S.S., tow.
pupil, Harpoot, 24 13

Winooski. — Aux., 9 50

Total, $247 82

C. Home Building-Fund.

St. Johnshury. — Mrs. Hannah
E. Jones, towards the White
Sisters' Room, $35 00

MASSACHUSETTS.

Abington.— Awx., $36; "King's
Messengers," $7, $43 00

Ameshury.— Aux., 33 00
Andover.— Free Ch. , 20 00
Auburndale. — Aux., of wh. $20
from Mrs. S. T. B.'s Family

Mite Box, and $2 for Kioto
Home, $30 00

BUIerica. — Aux., to const. L. M.
Mrs. R. K. Underbill, $25; a
friend, to const. L.M. Mrs. E. R.
Gould, §25, 50 00

Boston. — A friend, §1 ; Central
Ch., " De Witt Mission Circle,"
$9. .32; "Eughaper IMission Cir-
cle," §2.10; add'l from Fair,

§1; Mt. Vernon Ch., E. D. P.,

§1; Park-st. Ch., add'l, §1;
Shavvmnt Ch., Mrs. H. H.
llvde, to const. L. JJI.'s Miss
Elizabeth W. Webb and IMrs.

H. B. Hammond, New York
City, $50; Shawmut Branch
]Mission sch., §50, 118 42

SoiUh Boston. — Phillips Ch
,

Aux., add'l, 5 00
Boston Highlands. — Eliot Ch.,
Aux., of "wh. §25 by a friend to
const. L. M. Mrs. Mary C. Cum-
mings, 30 25

Bradford. — Fem. Sem,, B. R.,
Ceylon, 30 00

Cam'bridgeport. — Aux., 150 00
Chatham. — Aux., 5 00
Dalt&ii.— Mrs. K. C. Richards's

S. S. class, 1 00
Fafmouth.— Mr?.. E. R. Swift, to

const. L. M. Miss Hetty Jen-
kins, 25 00

Foxboro\— Crystal Rock Soc'y,
of wh. 25 to const. L. ISl. Jen-
nie E. M. Grover. B. R., Cey-
lon, 60 00

Franklin Co. Branch. — Miss
Lucy A. Sparhawk, Treas.,
Greenfield, Aux. (of wh. §25 by
Mrs. James Newton to const.
L. M. Mrs. E. L. Stone, §25 by
Mrs. F. A. Warfield to const.
L. M. Jliss Sarah P. Smead,
§25 by Mrs. S. W. Eastman to
const. L. M. Miss Belle W.
Eastman), for the Kioto Home,
Japan, 104 74

Groveland. — Aux., 4 20
Hanover.— Aux., 1 00
Hinsdale.— Aux., Kioto Home, 63 00
Holliston. — Aux., pupil Harpoot, 40 00
Jam,aica P ^ai7t. — " Wide
Awakes," of wh. §10 for Kioto
Home, 25 00

Lexington.— Aux., add'l, 5 00
Littleton.— Anx., §10.50; C. M.

H.'s Miss'y Box, §1, 11 50
Lowell. — Aux., 7 00
Lynn. — " Mayflower Mission

Circle," 6 45
Maiden.— Mrs. Joseph Sweetser,

for Harpoot Sem'y, 50 00
3IedJield.— ms. F. D. Ellis, to

coTist. L. M. INIiss Sarah F.
Ellis, 25 00

Newton Upper Falls. —A friend, 24 40
North Abington. — Aux., 7 00
nttsfield. — " South Church

INIission Circle," pupil Ahmed-
nuggur, 30 00

Beading. — Aux., 5 00
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Salem. — Tabernacle Ch., for
B. 11., $G0 00

Sprinfifiehl Branch'. — Miss H. T.
Buckinghain, Treas

,
Spring-

field, 1st Ch., S122.R5; North
Ch., $42; Olivet Ch., ^1.50;
** Olive Branch Mission Circle,"

$5; Chicopee, 3d Ch., ^19.38;
Monson, of \vh. $'25 by Mrs.
E. F. Jlorris to const, herself
L. M., $05, 255 73

Vxbrah/e. — Mrs. Chas. Ellis, 1 00
Wal tham. — Anx., 3 00
Weiit narnstahle.. — Aux., 20 00
Wei Ifleet. — Aux., 2 00
Wilmington. — Aux., to const.
L. INI. "Mrs. Mary A. Carter, 25 00

Woburn.— The late INlrs. Erskine
Ames, to const. L. JI. Mrs. Har-
riet F. Farrington, 25 00

Worcester Co. Branch. — Mrs.
G. W. Russell, Treas., Win-
chendon, Anx., $'2(>; Clinton,
Aux., ^15.50; Southbridge,
Aux., $.')4.22; " IMossengers of
Joy," ^30.75; Brookside Mis-
sion Circle, $(22.03; liubbards-
ton. Aux., S 10.25; Spencer,
"Hillside Workers," ;|;10 for
Kioto Home, $;40, for North
Blexico Mission; Worcester,
Woman's Miss'y Asso., Union
Ch. (of \vh. $25 by Mrs. S. E.
Bailey to const, herself L. ISI.,

$25 by Rlrs. C. Washburn to
const. Jj. M. INIrs. E. E. Kim-
ball, $25 by Mrs, G. M. llice to
const. L. M. Mrs. Jilary White
Braintree. one hundred years
of age), #272.50; Central Ch.
(of \vh, $23 by a friend to const.
L. M. Mrs. ]•:. S. C. Barnes, $25
"by Mrs. Williani dennison to

const. L. M. Jliss F. W. Sweet-
Ber), .$240.79; Plymoulh Ch.,
$10.G5; 6alem-st. Ch., $.'5, 735 69

Yarmouth. — " Little Sea Birds," 2 00

Total,

RHODE ISLAND.

$2,139 38

Rhode Inland Branch. — Miss
Ainia T. White, Treas., Trov-
idence. Beneficent Ch., $100;
Central Falls, Aux., $11; " Lit-

tle Sunbeams," for- Kioto
Home, $31, $142 00

Total, $142 00

CONNECTICUT.

Greenwich.— Bearers of Light,"
pupil Inanda, $37 00

Hartford /'.ranch. — Mr^. Chas.
A. Jewell, Treas., riainville,

Aux., of wh, $25 by IMrs. i:ze-

kiel Cowles to const. L. ]\T. Miss
Kate M. Cowles, $50; Union-
Tille, Anx., $28.25; Terryville,

Aux., $15; Hampton, Aux.,

$5.96; S. S. Mission Circle,

$10.10; Enfield, Aux., of wh.
$22 for Kioto Home, $23;
Hartford. Asylum Hill "Bee
Hive," Kioto Home, $50; a
few ladies for Kioto Home,
$50, $232 31

New London Co. Branch.— Mrs.
J. E. Learned, Treas., Green-
field, Aux., of wh. $25 to const.
L. M. Mrs. R. P. Stanton, $55;
New Loudon, 1st Ch., $00, 115 00

Total,

NEW YORK.

$384 31

Neio Tori: State Branch. — Miss
Myra Fritcher, Treas., Nor-
wich, Aux., $25; Saratoga
Springs Cong. Ch., Aux., $25;
Franklin, Aux., to const. L. M.
Mrs. William P. Abell, $25;
IMadison, Aux., $5; Morris-
ville, Aux., 17; Walton, Aux.,
$18..'39; Westmoreland, Aux.,
$11, $120.59— expenses $2.94,
leaving a balance of $123 65

Biiujhamton. — Aux., 15 00
Bri'dijen-ater. — By the late Miss
Harriet Bostwick, to const.
L. M. Mrs. L. W. Bostwick, 29 00

7?rf)r)AV?/?j.— Bethel, 100
Ea.-it Jsloom field. — " Mission Cir-

cle," for Kioto Home, 10 CO
Homer. — Mrs. Roxanna Parsons
Green, to const, herself L. M., 25 00

Beii.s.selaer /'aZ/s. — Mrs. E. M.
liockwood, $2; a friend, .50, 2 50

Total, $206 15

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Washington. — ls,t Cong. S. S.,

pupil Harpoot,

Total,

OHIO.

Mallet CreeJc.— Anx.,

Total,

$40 09

$40 00

$10 00

$10 00

ENGLAND.

London. — Mrs. Gellibrand, for
Kioto Home, $25; Miss Ropes,
of wh. $25 for Kioto Home,
$45, $70 00

Total, $70 00

General Funds. $4,219 96

C. Home Building Fund, 35 00

Fein. Dep. of Armenia College, 62 00
" Life and Light," 230 20

Weekly Pledge, 6 82

Leallets, 7 20

Total, $4,507 18

Miss Emma Carruth, Asst. Treas,
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CENTRAL TURKEY.

WORK AlVIONG THE WOMEN AT THE MARASH STATION,
FOR THE YEAR ENDING APRIL, 1876.

BY MRS. COFFING.

Our expectations of being able soon to do nearly what the

women in our field needed, now that the coming of Miss Spencer

made our number three, were soon blasted by the decision that

Miss Williams must return to America. Then the question arose,

How shall we plan the work so as not to do more than our

strength will bear?" Once or twice the numerous things that

have pressed for only their '
' few minutes " have nearly overcome

our resolutions to keep well, yet with thankfulness we report our-

selves in good health.

THE TEN SCHOOLS OF THE CITY.

A change of teachers, crowded, uncomfortable rooms, small

yards, want of books and other necessary apparatus, and disagree-

ments of the school committee among themselves, were thoroughly

discouraging at first. But on the whole we are more than satisfied

with the progress the scholars have made ; most of them having

done about double what we have ever known them to do in one

year.

THE HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

was not opened last fall for lack of a suitable native teacher. We
were sorry to have the girls disappointed, but glad of their help

in the out-stations and primary schools here. The number of

scholars in the schools is four hundred and eighteen, two hundred

and four being girls. There have never been •fewer tardy marks,

or fewer absentees.

THE BOARDING DEPARTMENT.

Two of the girls that .were with us last year were sent home
because they did not appear to have mind enough to justify us in

retaining them. The girls have done very well in their studies,

245
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and especially have we been pleased with their intelligent interest

in their Bible. We have read together the Epistles of James,

John, and Jude; have studied Hebrews and the four Gospels in

harmony ; and the whole book has been well turned to find verses

on some special subject to repeat at the breakfast-table, such as

" the sabbath," " lying," " instances of special answers to

prayer," "the birds," " the animals," and the " j)lants " of the

Bible. The advanced class have also studied the Acts in the

school.

As a family, we have been peculiarly taxed in our sympathies

for one another. First the brother of one of the girls died ; then

one of our own number, a dear sweet lamb from Fundajak,

sickened, and Jesus took her into his own school. One after

another, we received word that some loved one had passed the

river, till two brothers, two fathers, two mothers, two brothers-in-

law, and a sister had crossed over. Never before did I realize how
fully the gospel had penetrated this country ; for although some

of these persons were in out-of-the-way places, and days apart, we
believe that all but one went to Jesus. And how our hearts ached

for that daughter, as she said through her tears, "You all have

something to comfort you ! Alas! my father was noted for noth-

ing but his profanity."

Six of the fifteen now with us we hope will teach next year.

We send them out in the full expectation, that with the help of

Jesus, whom we have reason to think they trust, they will be able

to do much for their degraded sisters. With our out-stations thus

supplied, we do not propose to bring in the girls from the villages

till they are much more advanced than these were when they came

to us : therefore we only ask an appropriation for twelve scholars

the coming year.

THE mothers' monthly MEETINGS

have been interesting, and as well attended as we could expect,

considering they rotate from church to church, which makes the

distance so great for many, they cannot possibly go. "The Ad-

vance," in the issue of Feb. 3, speaks of Dr. S. II. Tyng's " Button-

hole Committee." One committee of women in the Second Church

might be called an " Apron String Committee; " for they are not

only on the lookout at the doors for strangers and delinquents,

but on their way to church they sometimes go quite out of their

way to call for a woman who has promised to come, fearing she
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may forget the hour, or allow some trifle to keep her at home.

Since Jan. 1 this committee has visited two hundred and twenty-

seven houses, and had religious conversation with more than twice

that number of individuals. Besides the regular meetings of the

church, they have held numerous prayer-meetings in different

wards of the city. The smallest number present at any of these

meeting has been ten; the largest, sixty. A girls' prayer-meeting

has been established and well sustained. At this, one of the com-

mittee is always present, not to take part, but for decorum's sake.

Our Father has blessed these efforts by quickening church-mem-

bers, and awakening sinners. Li the palmiest days of the church,

before the Fourth went out from us, and Pastor Avadis was with

us, the largest number of women ever present at sabbath school

was a hundred and fifty or fifty-six. Now we have a hundred and

eighty, and over ; and at the Wednesday lecture a hundred and

forty and fifty have been present. And of the thirty-one received

into the church last sabbath, twenty-one were women, making
thirty-nine received during the year. The whole number received

during the year to the four churches is fifty-three.

Miss Spencer, on invitation of the Third Church, has cast in her

lot with them; but, for want of the language, her work is still in

the future. The'sabbath services have been well attended both in

this and the Fourth Church, as also the Wednesday meetings.

OUT-STATIONS.

Miss Williams visited all of the out-stations last summer, and

ought to have had the pleasure of writing this part of the Report.

Zeitoon.— Of the work in this place, we need only add, that,

since our visit in February, seven more women have been added to

the number of learners; and the school, with warm weather, which

brings garden-making, has diminished.

Albustan. — Here we have had a good teacher with twenty

girls and twenty-five boys; and the pastor reports their having

made good progress. The teacher having been in poor health, she

has been able to do but little outside the school; and, if she had

been, there is little hope of improvement in the spiritual state of

the women, till there is a change in the pastorate.

Yarpuz. — We have had no regular teacher here ; but the wife

of the present preacher is one of the scholars, and has done what

she could for the women.

Sjiardeke. — Here, for the first time, we have had a worker
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this year. Kohar went reluctantly to the place. It was so far off,

so small, and she feared there was really nothing for her to do

there; but every letter has been full of gladness and hope. She

has now fifteen women who take daily lessons, and are really

learning to read. We shall try to retain her there another year,

but, in order to do so, maybe obliged to take her daughter into our

own family, as there are no school advantages for her at Shardere.

IIadjix. — We feared that the death of the pastor there would

hinder the work; but our Father has rebuked our want of faith.

The wife of our acting pastor, our former matron, has had thirty-

five women to teach; and she writes, " I can get around to them
but once in two days." The teacher has had forty girls, between

the ages of eight and eighteen, in her school. She has three regu-

lar classes, and a number who are yet in the primer. The number

of women present on the sabbath is so large, that there would be

no place for them, were it not that many of the men are away in

the winter, and the women appropriate their places. It seems to

me that we must have two Bible-readers here next year. A room

for the girls' school, and rooms for our teacher, which can be

occupied by us when we are there, are necessary for the further

development of the work in this place. But, as we know so little

what the cost of such rooms would be, we do not ask an appropria-

tion now; but the Woman's Board of Missions for the Interior will

probably have a communication from us for their November meet-

ing.

Sis. — After Maream went to Iladjin, we sent Hatoon to Sis.

Like Kohar, she was afraid she would have nothing to do ; but she

has had five women to teach, and seven or eight girls. She has

had Wednesday meetings, a good work on the sabbath, with a

good degree of liberty in visiting from house to house; and now
she only regrets that this warm weather will so soon separate her

from her work. The w^edge seems truly to have entered there;

and, with our present force of girls, we hope to drive it. . . .

In closing, we only add that our work never looked more hopeful,

and we never were happier, than at this time.

'* Thrice blest is he to whom is given

The iustinct that can tell

That God is on the lield when he

Is most invisible."— Fabkb.
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JAPAN.

A LETTER FROM mSS BAEKOTVS.

Kobe, April 15, 1876.

We had a long, rough voyage, but were brought safely on our

way. We landed in Yokohama the 29th of March, spent a week
with the friends there, and came to anchor in this harbor on the

morning of April 7.

A new sense of responsibility comes to me M'hen I think I stand

here as your representative^ coming in your name, and by yoxir sup-

port, to do Christ's work in this Christless land. My only hope

of success is in his promised help. I come resting upon his

word, " My God shall supply all your need." I am so glad to be

here! thankful to be " counted worthy." This is a beautiful land,

— a land of hills and valleys and springs of water; but upon every

high hill, and under every green tree, are temples and shrines and

tokens of idol worship. The people interest m6 exceedingly, and I

long to have my mouth opened, that I may toll them of Jesus.

Some seem all ready to receive the gospel when it is brought to

them. This is, without doubt, the time to work for Japan. The
accounts we have of the work in different places are simply won-

derful.

Mr. Atkinson, with two of the native helpers, is spending a

month in Shikoku, one of the neighboring islands, which has not

before been visited by missionaries. They report an audience of

from three to four hundred every day, and concerning some of

whom they have hope that they have already received the light.

Mr. Atkinson returns this week, as he has not permission to remain

longer ; but the seed sown will not be lost, and, before long, we
may hope for the opening of a new station there.

I have been listening to a most interesting letter from Capt.

Jamo, who is teaching in one of the government schools inKumar-
noten, on one of the larger islands south of us. He is an earnest

Christian man, and for five years has been teaching Christ to his

pupils ; and many of them have become Christians. But their

zeal to bring others to the same blessed knowledge has excited a

strong spirit of persecution (not from the Central Government,

but local, and from friends) ; and to them it has been given not

only to believe in Christ, but to suffer for his sake. Their trials

have wrought out in those boys (of whom I think there are thirty)

such a spirit of heroism, and of sweet and humble fidelity to the
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Master, as we read of among the early disciples. It is beautiful

to read of it ; and we can only wonder at the power of the gospel

of Christ. The persecutions have somewhat abated now. Many
of these young men hope to come to the training-school at Kioto.

TTe cannot help hoping that the doors will soon be opened through

the land. I saw, last week, a man and his wife from Iliogo, who,

three months ago, had not heard of Jesus. The man was so

wicked, some said it was of no use to try to do any thing for him.

His wife said he used to beat her, and was very cruel to her.

" Kow," she says, " we pray together every night and morning."

I might multiply instances, did time and space permit.

I have found my place at once in the Home here. Miss Talcott

and Miss Dudley have their hands and hearts more than full with

the school and all the outside work. They have free access to the

homes and hearts of the people, and only want time and strength,

and the power of the Holy Spirit, to accomplish a great work. I

hope to be able to" "lend a hand" here at the Home at once.

I am gathering up some words of this strange tongue, and intend

to commence study in earnest next month.

EEPOHTS OF Tins STATE AXXUAL MEETINGS.
j

INDIANA.

It may be a source of encouragement to those who labor and

pray for the increase of a true missionary spirit among Christian

women in America, to know that an "awakening" has taken

place this spring in Indiana, among those whose contributions flow

into the treasury of the " Board of the Interior."

Our State has been slow to take rank with many of her sisters

inmost things which make them a power for good. But "Pil-

grim" seed was sown here at an early day; and, although it has

been slow in blossoming, the day has come when we look for fruit.

The General State Association of Congregational Churches was

held in Michigan City, the second week in May, aud, in connection

with it, a missionary meeting, which was addressed by Mrs. Moses

Smith.
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Reports, mostly encouraging, were made from the different auxil-

iary societies in the State; and every one present seemed inspired

with a desire to do and give and pray more for the hopeless,

despairing women who are living in the darkness of heathenism.

A State branch was organized, adopting a constitution similar to

the one in Michigan, which provides for a president and secretary,

and a vice-president, from each of the local associations. Mrs.

Dean of Indianapolis was chosen President, Miss Kimball of Fort

Wayne Secretary, ^Mi-s. Andrews of Angola Vice-President in the

Northern Association, Mrs. Elder of Terra Haute in the Central,

and Mrs. Connett in the Southern Association.

It was voted to recommend to the several societies in the State

the completion of the Japan Home as one part in " the building of

the wall " for this year; the requisite sum being four hundred and

seventy-five dollars.

In the evening the venerable Dr. Lindlcy thrilled every heart

with his story of the suffering and degradation of women in Africa,

as no one can realize who never has heard him.

And the impression thus made was deepened among those who
carried away with them that little tract, " The Parish of Fair

Haven," and in the quiet of their own homes read the story. It

cannot be that one among them rose from the reading without

longing to join " The Church of the True Believers," or praying

for a truer spirit of consecration to the Lord Jesus Christ.

In more than one home the little missionary bank has been

opened, in which it will be a pleasure to deposit sums great and

small, as the joy of self-denial for Christ is being learned. Is it

not safe to say these many little springs will enlarge the stream

which shall flow into the Lord's treasury from this part of the

field? Mks. J. C. II.

MICHIGAN BRANCH.

A meeting of this Branch of the Woman's Board of Missions for

the Interior was held, in connection with the State General Asso-

ciation, at Pontiac, May 17. Mrs. Kassick of Jackson, President

of the Branch, took the chair.

After devotional exercises, and an address of welcome read by

Mrs. Yoorheis of Pontiac, the Annual Report was presented by

Mrs. II. L. Ilubbell, State Secretary. This gives seventy-six socie-

ties in the State; seventeen having been added during the past

year, besides eleven mission bands. The Report also gave a state-
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ment of the amount of money necessary to be raised this year by
our auxiliaries, that the proportion hitherto given by Michigan to

the funds of the Board of the Interior be not lessened.

Reports from the vice-presidents of different conferences were
then called for, and showed some encouraging features of interest

and growth in the work attempted.

The last hour of this morning session was given to devotional

exercises, led by Mrs. O. B. Waters. At its commencement, Mrs.

Love of East Saginaw read an admirable paper on the topic

" Need of Deeper Consecration to Christ's Work."
In the afternoon, after an opening prayer by Mrs. Geddes, the

constitution, having been slightly modified, was accepted and

adopted. A discussion then followed upon the general work.

" IIow to form Mission Bands," " How to Interest those not yet

Enlisted," " How to Sustain Feeble Societies," and kindred topics,

elicited much earnest discussion and suggestive thoughts from

many delegates. This opportunity for free interchange of thought

was felt to be a most valuable part of the meeting, attesting mutual

interests and fresh sympathies, and giving new hopes to some

almost disheartened workers.

The merits and'claims of "Life and Light" were presented in a

brief paper, followed by a resolution of the society that special

effort be made to increase its circulation. Mrs. Moses Smith,

President of the Woman's Board of Missions for the Interior made
an earnest address, especially recommending the raising of the

Centennial Dollar Fund.

Mrs. Lindley, who gave the best forty years of her life to work

in Africa was introduced, and gave some interesting facts relating

to that field. A letter M^as also read from one of the girls whom
she had helped to raise from the degradation of heathen life, now
an intelligent and active Christian woman. After a rising vote of

thanks to the ladies of Pontiac for their hearty welcome and their

generous hospitality, and the singing one verse of the never worn-

out Missionary Hymn, the society adjourned, to meet at Ann Arbor,

in May, 1877. E. P. B.
ILLINOIS.

The Woman's Missionary Meeting, held, in connection with the

meeting of the State Association, at Quincy, organized on Thurs-

day morning, May 23. Mrs. C. W. Clapp, State Secretary for

Southern Illinois, presided. Soon after the organization, the ladies

were invited by the association to adjourn, that they might listen
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to missionary addresses by Dr. Clark and others connected with

the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

At the afternoon session, the first business was to consider the

question whether a State brancli should be established. It was
thought desirable

;
but, the northern part of the State not being

represented, it was deemed wise to defer such action till the No-
vember meeting of the Yv^oman's Board of Missions of the Interior,

in Chicago. In the mean time, an interest in such a movement was
to be awakened. A committee of three ladies from each of the

four local associations of Southern Illinois was appointed, whose
duty it should be to endeavor to form auxiliaries in the churches

within their limits, where none now exist.

A short discussion followed as to the best means of arousing an

interest in this work. It seemed to be the general opinion, that it

was better to commence working among the children than among
older people.

After this, Mrs. Mellen of South Africa gave a very interesting

account of her work there ; and the meeting adjourned.

L. M. R.
MISSOURI.

The Missouri Branch of the "Woman's Board of Missions of the

Interior held its Annual Meeting in St. Louis, April 7. The morn-

ing session was opened with prayer by the President, Mrs. Van
Nostrand. INIrs. Edwards, Secretary of the branch, presented the

Annual Report, in which she recommended that a more systematic

plan of giving be adopted, in order to increase the income of the

society, and make it less uncertain; and that objects be adopted in

different parts of the foreign field, so that their interests might be

broadened, while they continue to contribute towards the support

of Miss Anderson. She also recommended that an effort be made
to greatly extend the circulation of " Life and Light " as a sure

method of increasing the interest in the cause. The Treasurer

reported the receipts for the year as $511.30. Reports were then

received from the juvenile societies and the auxiliaries in Kidder

and Kansas City. An interesting report was read from the school

at Ahmednuggur, India, where their missionary, ]\liss Anderson,

is stationed.

The first half-hour of the afternoon was spent in devotional

exercises, led by Mrs. Scales. Essays was read by Mrs. Kellogg

upon " The Missionary Spirit," by Mrs. Hawes, on " The Respon-

sibility of those that ' Tarry by the Stiiff,' " and by Mrs. Goodell.
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The meeting was thought by those present to be the most stirring

and interesting held since their organization.

IOWA.

The Annual Meeting of the Iowa societies auxiliary to the

Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior was held in Burling-

ton, June 1, at the time of the meeting of the General Associa-

tion. IMrs. Magoun, State Secretary, presided. After the open-

ing exercises, Dr. Clark, Secretary of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions, came in, and addressed us for a

few minutes with his earnest, hearty, glowing words of cheer. Of
the sixty-two societies in Iowa, eleven were represented by delegate,

and twenty by letters. From the remaining thirty-one, no response

was received to the Circular sent by the State Secretary previous to

the meeting.

After reports from the societies, the subject of forming a State

branch was brought before the meeting. After some explanations

by ]\Irs. Magoun, and a brief discussion, it was voted to form a

State branch in Iowa, auxiliary to the Woman's Board of Missions

of the Interior. A constitution was adopted, and Mrs. G. F. Ma-
goun of Grinnell was elected President, and Mrs. L. F. Parker

of Iowa City, Secretary, and a vice-president chosen from each

minor association. After listening to several letters from mis-

sionaries, we were led in a closing prayer by ]\Irs. White of Ches-

. ter, formerly a missionary in Marash, Turkey. We earnestly

hope and expect that a new impulse will be given to the mission-

ary work in our State by the more systematic organization adopted,

and that, ere another year shall close, many more of the women in

the two hundred churches in our State will have joined their efforts

with ours to carry the gospel so precious to us to our heavy laden

sisters in Pagan lands. E. E. M.

KANSAS.

Our Annual State Missionary Meeting assembled in Atchison

on the afternoon of June 9, and organized with Mrs. Gushing in

the chair. After appropriate opening exercises, a review of gene-

ral work of the Woman's Board of INIissions of the Interior, since

its organization, was taken up; and its financial condition, and the

results of its past labors, were laid before those present. The

outlook increased our interest, and quickened our energies. Letters

were read from different points,— one from Mrs. Kincaid of Ober-
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lin, O., giving incidents in the work of native Bible-women, and

telling of the opposition they meet with. We ascertained that

four Kansas auxiliaries had remitted funds since the beginning of

this year. The number that has been organized does not appear.

The following is a list of the societies from which reports were

received : Atchison, Ilidgeway, Waubansee, "Wyandotte, Valley

Falls, and Leavenworth.

Different ladies made suggestions and helpful remorks. The
spirit of Christ seemed to pervade the meeting, and an earnestness

that promises well for this young State and the future mission-

work. The meeting closed with prayer, and, having retightened

our harness, each one went out to her field of labor. E. P.

RECEIPTS OF THE WOMAN'S BOARD OF
OF THE INTERIOR.

mSSIONS

From May 15, to Juxe 15, 1876.

^IPwS. FEAXCIS BPvADLEY, Treasurer.

Centre Belpre. — Anx., $25 00
Cincinnati. — Tth-st. Ch., Aux.,
for Dible-reader at Sis, $25;
Vine-t<t. Ch

,
Aux., for general

fund, $35.10.
Elijria. — 1st Pres. Ch. Sunday

school, for scholarship at Sa-
mokov,

Gustavus. — Aux.,
Kent.— Aux,,
Madison.— Aux., of wh. 10 Is for
Health Retreat near Mardin,
the remainder for scholarship
at Erzroom,

Marietta. — Aux., for Panka
Dachova of Saraokov,

Mt. Vernon. — Aux., $32; Young
Ladies' Miss. Soc., for Mrs.
INIuniford's tours, $11,

Eavenna.— Aux., for Home at
Kobe,

Sanduslcy.— Anx., for pupil at
Samokov, and to const. Mrs.
H. N. Burton of Kalamazoo,
Mich., L. M.,

Tallmadge. — •'Messenger
Birds,'"'

60 10

40 00
5 00
15 00

24 00

25 00

43 00

20 00

25 00

Total,

MICmOAlT.

14 00

$296 10

Alpine.— Avtx., $6 00
Canandaiyua. — Aux., 3 50
Columbus. — Sunday School, for
salary of Miss Piiikerton, 1 63

Detroit. — " Sunbeam Band," of
wh. $30 is for centennial work,
the remainder for school at
Battalagundu, constituting
Winiue Lane, Bell Kobinson,
Florence Lane, and Sadie Case,
L. M.'s, $103 00

East Saginaw. — Aux., for sal-

ary of Miss Shattuck, $91.75;
"Faithful Workei-s," for Miss
Shattuck's salarj% $:>8 ; Teach-
er's Mission-circle for Health
Retreat, $10,

Farwell.— Aux., for Miss Spen-
cer,

Morenci. — Aux.,
Prattsville.— Aux.,
Pontiac — Amx.., for scholarship
at Marash,

Port Huron.—Aux., for salary of
INIiss i'inkerton,

Richmond. — Sunday school, for
Miss Pinkerton,

Vermontville.— Aux., of wh. $10
is for missionary children, the
remainder for salary of Miss
Spencer,

139 75

8 45
8 10
5 00

20 00

13 20

1 68

44 00

Total, $354 31

iLLrsrois.

Amloy. — Aux., and Sunday
School, $15 50

Batavia, — Aux., for travelling
expenses of delegate, 6 00

Canton. — Aux., 14 00
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Chicago.— 1st Ch., Aux., for sal-

ary of IMiss Patrick, $20; Ko-
liar Band of 1st Cli., for sup-
port of Kohar of Ilarpoot, ^-10;

New Eng. Cli., Aux., of wh.
Mrs. E. W. 13., for printing;
circulars, $fl2; for salary of
Miss Cliapiii, $52; Leavitt-st.
Cli , for missioiiaiy children,
and to const. JMrs. Maiy A.
AVarren, L. M., ^25. $149 00

Elgin. — Young Ladies' Miss.
Soc, for educating Fugi of
Kobe, 30 00

Elmhurst. — Union Miss. Soc,
for missionary children, 10 00

Farmi)if/t(>n. — Aux., to const.
Mrs. L. J. Richards L. M., 35 40

GalesOurf/. — For travelling ex-
penses of missionary, 4 00

Geneseo. — " Missionary Rill," 5 00
Granrille.— Aux., ot wli. $10 is

for centennial work, 30 00
Lisbon. — An\., 20 00
Ma/den. — Anx., for centennial
woi k, 7 00

Mention. — INIrs. J. Fowler, for a
share in the Japan newspaper
for each of her live grandchil-
dren, 350; thank - olferings
from seven ladies, $G.50, 56 50

Oak Park. — Aux., for school at
Manissa, and with prev. cont.
constituting Mrs. J. K. Russell,
Miss (icrtio Russell, Mrs. Sarah
Randall, I\Irs.C. P. Pease, and
Miss Charlotte Emerson,
L. INI.'s, 46 00

OdelL — Aux., 5 00
Providence. — Aux., 11 00
Itockford. — 1st Cong. Ch., Aux.,

of wh. 840 is for suiiport of
pupil in Bridgman school, the
remainder for ISliss Diament's
salaiy, 72 05

Sycamore. — Aux., 15 00

Total,

WISCONSIN.

$530 45

Beloit.— A.\\x.,oi wh. $9 is for
Health Retreat near 3Iardin, $11 00

Milton. — ±\\\x., for salary of
Miss Taylor, 10 00

West Salem. — A " Thank-offer-
ing, for centennial work," 2 00

Total,

IOWA.

$23 00

Charles City. — Aux., for "Cen-
tennial fund," $10 00

Chester. — Anx., for support of
Tonna of Samokov, 21 00

Des Moinctt. — Aux., for salary of
Miss Ilillis, $32.84; Plymouth
Ch. S. S., for pupil in Bridg-
man school, $.3i;.14; "Prairie
Chickens," for missionary chil-

dren, $10, 78 98

Glenwood, — Aux., for Dakota
mission, $12 00

Grinnell. — "A friend, for Fort
Berlhold," 3 00

Keokuk. — Aux., for share in
centennial work, 10 00

Marion.— Aux., for Health Re-
treat, 10 00

Muscatine. — A\\x., of wh. $10 is

for Health Retreat, the remain-
der for missionary children,
$30; "Seeds of Jlercy," for
pupil in Marash school, and to
const. Miss Nellie F. Canon
L. M., $25, 55 00

Total, $199 98

MINNESOTA.

Minneapolis. — Plymouth Ch.
S. S., for Loosia of Ilaraman
at Marash, $40 00

Rochester.— Aux., 12 50

Total, $52 50

MISSOURI.

Brecl:enridge. — Aux., $7 00
Broakjield.— Anx., 8 00
Cameron. — Anx., 1175
Kidder. — Aux., for travelling
expenses of missionary, 3 25

Mem.j.>his. — Cong. Ch., 150
St. Louis. — Pilgrim Cong. Ch.,
Anx., Mrs. Wm. G. Webb,
centennial offering for Health
Retreat, and for missionary
children, 20 00

Total, $51 50

KANSAS.

Leavenworth. — Aux., $18 15

Total, $18 15

DAKOTA.

Yankton. — " Willing Hearts,"
' for shares in centennial work, $50 00

Total, $50 00

COLORADO.

Colorado Springs.— Aux.,

Total,

MISCELI.ANEOUS.

Sale of books and pamphlets, $12 07
Sherhrooke, Canada.— Woman's
Union Board of Missions, for
Maritza in Manissa school, $56 43

Total,

Total,






