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" Not having the opportunity of being confirmed at that age in

which I had an ecclesiastical right to receive it, I was determined

not to be without it, and therefore went and received Confirmation,

even since I became a Methodist preacher. Yes, I was confirmed

In the Collegiate Church at Bristol, in the year 1782, by that very

holy man, Dr. Lewis Bagot, then Bishop of that see, and afterwards

Bishop of Norwich. Tou see now, my good sister, both from my
teaching and practice, what I think of the rite of Confirmation."

—

Adam darkens Autdbiograpliy^ pp. 669, 670.

"We believe in the doctrine of the Apostolic succession; we

hold that no man has a right to preach the Gospel and administer

the Sacraments, who has not been Episcopally ordained."—5dr.

Oeorge M. Eandall, D.D.



PREFACE.

The writer had so often heard a very dear parish-

ioner speak of Bishop Croes as she knew him in her girl-

hood, when she enjoyed the benefit of his instructions at

school, and received his blessing in Confirmation, that

he began to collect materials for this memoir, with the

full persuasion that he would be found to have been

kind, and amiable, and good. He has also discovered,

while examining the great variety of documents which

have been laid before him, that the Bishop possessed

abilities of a high order, and that he performed a most

important service for the Church. He went hand-in-

hand with those who organized the great institutions of

the Church—the Missionary Society, the General Theo-

logical Seminary, and the Sunday School Union ; and

was prompt to aid in every good work.

The author is under special obligations to the Kev.

Robert B. Croes, the youngest son of the good Bishop,

for his kindness in selecting from his father's papers such

as would be most useful, and for other valuable assist-

ance.

July, 1858.



Now clothe me in mine armor,

Ye fathers of the host,

And give my hand the banner

Of the dove-like Holy Ghost

;

While swells around the war-song

Of my Redeemer King,

And all the warrior-anthems

That the noble armies sing.

Oh, glorious is the warfare,

And the trumpet-cry shall sound,

Not sweeter to the victors.

Than the vanquished heathen round

;

Messiah's armies ever,

To their foemen faint in strife,

Bend down the laden branches

Of the healing tree of life.

Tet, Saviour, not with boasting

Would I gird me for the fight,

And take Thy yoke upon me,

Though so easy and so light

!

Who putteth on his harness,

And striveth for a crown.

Oh, let him never glory

Till he lays his armor down.

<7ofl56'« Eallowem,
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BISHOP CROES.

€\n'^in Jirst.

SELF-MADE MEN—THE FIEST BISHOP OF NEW JEE3ET AN

EXAMPLE OF THIS CLASS BIETH HUMBLE PARENTAGE

SELLING EUSK FONDNESS FOE STUDY PEESEYEE-

ANCE— STATE OF THE COUNTRY— BREAKING OUT OF

THE REVOLUTION— THE YOUNG SOLDIER—WHAT THB

PEOPLE OF NEWARK ENDURED VARIOUS MILITARY SER-

VICES—EXPEDITION TO SUSSEX COUNTY—DR. OHAND-

LER's LETTER.

T has often been remarked, how large

a proportion of those who have been

prominent characters in Church and

State, have been born in poverty, and

have fought their way through oppos-

ing difficulties to the important posi-

tion to which their worth and abilities enti-

tled them.

The first Bishop of New Jersey belonged to

2
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this class, and the writer fondly hopes that

many a promising youth who reads these

pages may be animated by his example to set

a high mark for himself, and earnestly strive,

by God's grace, to reach it.

John Ckoes was born at Elizabethtown,*

Kew Jersey, on the 1st of June, 1762. He

was a son of Jacob and Charlotte C. Croes.

The father was a native of Poland, but receiv-

ed what education he had in Holland. This

was by no means extensive, but quite enough

to enable him to pass through life respectably

and well. The name was originally Kruitz

;

but in Holland it was spelled Croes, and pro-

nounced Croose.

^ " Elizabethtown was then, as it is now, a village

containing an unusual proportion of polite families. It

had been the residence of the Governor and other officials

of the Province. The vicinity is a level, red-soiled, un-

attractive region ; but a little river flows through it,

emptying, at a point one mile from the village, into Stat-

en Island Sound, which is a part of the intricate system

of waters that affords so many beautiful highways to the

city of New York."

—

Parton's Life of Burr, p. 51.



SELLING EUSK. 15

Charlotte Christiana Reigart was born in

Germany. She and Mr. Croes emigrated in

the same vessel to America, married, and set-

tled in Elizabethtown, New Jersey. They

were in very humble circmnstances, and la-

bored most industriously for a support. It is

generally believed that Mr. Croes was a sad-

dler, and his wife, in order to render her hus-

band all the assistance in her power, opened

a small bakery.

One of John's employments when a boy

was to carry around for sale the excellent

rusk which his mother had made. It is grati-

fying to know that this stripling, whose early

advantages were so few, but whose every ac-

tion showed him to be worthy of advance-

ment, was afterwards elevated by God to the

highest office of His Church.

John was always fond of reading, and de-

sired most anxiously to receive an education*

The humble circumstances of his parents

might have seemed almost an insuperable



16 LIFE OF BISHOP CEOES.

obstacle in his way, but the same indomitable

perseverance which enabled Benjamin Frank-

lin to triumph over eveiy difficulty, prompt-

ed him to make the most of his time, and to

allow nothing to turn him aside from his no-

ble pui-pose. My readers must bear in mind

that at the time of which I am now speaking,

the American Colonies were under the gov-

ernment of Great Britain. France and Eng-

land had been engaged in a bloody war, and

the year after John Croes' birth, when peace

was made between the two countries, the

whole of Canada was given up to the English.

Some time before the war of the devolu-

tion began, his father m6ved to Newark, 'New

Jersey, and in 1778, although he was but six-

teen years of age, John was called out to do

militaiy duty in the cause of Independence.*

^ When he was called into service, although he could

doubtless read manuscripts, he had never learned to

write. His first lesson in chirography was- given by a

drummer, who used the drum-head for parchment, and a



WHAT THE NEWAKK PEOPLE ENDURED. 17

During the continuance of tlie contest,

British, Republicans, and Hessians were al-

ternately billeted upon the people of JSTewark.

The town then contained about one thousand

inhabitants. " When Washington fled to-

wards the Delaware, in JSfovember, 1776, his

army (three thousand in number) encamped

there from the 22d to the 28 th. On that

day Cornwallis entered the town with a pur-

piece of charcoal for a pen. A long time after the termi-

nation of the war he encountered his old friend the

writing-master, at a public-house where he had stopped

while travelling towards Swedesborough. He found him
in extreme poverty, and singing patriotic songs for a

trifling consideration. He gave him a suit of clothes

which he himself had lately received as a gift, took him

along to Swedesborough, and made him his assistant-

teacher. The one had some knowledge of the theory of

music; the other, of its practice. Between the two a de-

partment for singing was established, which in those parts

was a novelty, and it became quite popular. Years rolled

by, and in the progress of events our drummer, who had

studied law, was made Secrelary of State for the common-
wealth, while the sergeant had made such improvement.

in penmanship, that he was recognized as the Bishop who
had the pen of an accomplished writer.—K. B. C.

2*
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suing force. Both armies were quartered

upon the inhabitants. Cornwallis left a

strong guard there, which remained until

after the battle of Princeton. Foraging par-

ties and plunderers kept the inhabitants in a

state of continual alarm."*

Young Croes belonged to the regiment

commanded by Colonel Philip Yan Court-

landt. During the month of June, 1YT8, the

company of which he was the orderly ser-

geant remained the greater part of the time

at ITewark. On one occasion they were

called to Elizabethtown Point, and there put

on board of a vessel for the purpose of taking

to New Brunswick, on the Raritan Kiver, a

number of boats which were lying in Staten

Island Sound. This was only a few days af-

ter the memorable battle of Monmouth, and

the object of the expedition was to assist

Oeneral Washington in crossing with his

<> Lossing's Field-Book of the Kevolution, Vol. I., p. 305.
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troops at Inian's Feriy, there being no bridge

at 'New Brunswick. In passing down tbe

sound the American troops were attacked by

the British, who had possession of Staten

Island, and thej were at last obliged to take

shelter in Eahwaj Creek, where they landed,

and then inarched back to lls'ewark. When
his first term of service had expired, young

Croes joined a company which was formed at

Newark, under the command of Caj)tain Na-

thaniel Camp, and was ap]3ointed orderly

sergeant and quarter-master. About this

time the Legislature of JSTew Jersey passed

an act to raise by enlistment three compa-

nies of Yearns men, as they were called, to

guard the river and sound from IS^ewark to

Amboy.

He was engaged in one of these under

Captain Robert Neil and Lieutenant Min-

turn, and was appointed a recruiting ser-

geant ; and was stationed at Newark in Jan-

nary, 1780.
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On the night of tlie 25th of that month a

party of five hundred of the enemy crossed

over from New York to Newark on the ice,

burned the Academy, and would no doubt

have destroyed the town had they not be-

come alarmed by the light of a conflagration

at Elizabethtown, and made good their es-

cape. It afterwards turned out that the

blaze which had so terrified them was occa-

sioned by the burning of the Presbyterian

house of worship, which had been set on fire

by another party of the enemy, and thus the

two expeditions of the British defeated their

own purposes.

Wlien Captain Neil resigned his command,

Captain Gillim was appointed to succeed him.

In the summer of 1781 an additional regi-

ment was called out for three months from

the whole State, and this was joined by the

companies of Year's men just referred to.

Young Croes was appointed serjeant-major

of the whole, ijp.der Lieutenant-Colonel Ely.
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Besides the regular services in whicli he was

employed, between 1Y78 and 1781, he was

repeatedly engaged in volunteer expeditions

in various parts of New Jersey, and on all

occasions he acquitted himself as became a

good soldier. In one of these he went to the

new county of Sussex, in the north-western

part of the State, and slept in the court-house.

The Eev. Dr. Chandler, writing, in 1770,

from Elizabethtown, which he said was about

fifty miles from the new county, mentioned

that with the exception of one corner which

was included in Frazer's Mission, " it was a

perfect wilderness in the time of the last war.

There were, indeed, a few straggling settlers

in the neighborhood of the river Delaware,

which divides it from Pennsylvania ; but

some of them were killed, and the rest driven

away by the savages. Those that were driv-

en off have since returned, and many new

settlers have since been added, and the num-

ber of families now in the county is about
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1,500 : of these there are liftj families belong-

ing to the Chnrch, exclusively of those which

are in Mr. Frazer's Mission; and they fre-

quently assemble together in private houses

on Sundays, where and when the Liturgy is

read."* Dr. Chandler goes on to relate, that

while ignorant and fanatical preachers of

various denominations were travelling about

in this destitute region, no clergyman of the

Church had ever been seen there.

* The whole letter may be found in Clarke's History

of St. John's Church, Elizabethtown, p. 143-4, and is

well worth reading.



THE WILD EEGION OF SUSSEX—THE COIIET-HOTJSE

—

TWO
VISITS WITH A LOXG INTERVAL BETWEEN—A SOLDIEB

UNDER VERY DIFFERENT COiVMANDERS WHAT MILI-

TANT MEANS OLD CONTINENTAL MONEY MR. CROES'S

PARENTS THEIR PIETY—THE OLD MAN's WILL—JA-

COBUS VISIT TO NEW ORLEANS—A CtJRIOUS LETTER

THE KING OF SPAIN NOT A FAVORITE—HOW NEW OR-

LEANS WAS REGARDED BY STRANGERS—THE COVENANT

AND THE FAST DAYS—MR. CE0E3 ENGAGES IN THE BUSI-

NESS OP INSTRUCTION—THOROUGHNESS AND DISCIPLINE

—WHAT GOOD JUDGES SAID OF HIM IN THIS CAPACITY.

T the close of the last chapter we

were speaking of a military expedi-

tion which young Croes once made

into the wild region of Sussex.

In the early part of the Revolu-

tionary War that county was still

exposed to the depredations of the Indians.

The historian Gordon informs us, that while

the British were in possession of New York
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city and Stony Point, it was necessary for the

American forces at West Point and Philadel-

phia to hold communication with one another

by the way of the northern district of JSTew

Jersey, and it is possible that Sussex Court

House, in which our young soldier slept, lay

in one of the routes.

It does not appear that Mr. Croes visited

this part of the State again until 1808, when

he set out in a very different capacity, and on

an embassage far more glorious. According

to his report to the 'New Jersey Convention,*^

he went as a soldier of the Cross, to preach

the unsearchable riches of Christ. He speaks

of having administered Baptism to twenty-

three infants, in St. James' Church, Knowl-

ton, and the Holy Communion to twenty

persons ; of preaching in " the church at the

Log-Jail," and of various other services.

What must have been the emotions of Mr.

« Journal of Convention for 1809, p. 8 and 9.
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Croes upon revisiting, after the lapse of thirty

years, the half-civilized country which he

had assisted in his early days in protecting

from the aggression of the foe, and in the

"Church militant" proclaiming peace on

earth and good-will to men

!

My younger readers may perhaps require

to be told that the term 'militant is applied to

the Church on earth as engaged in a warfare

with the world, sin, and the devil, in dis-

tinction from the Church triumjphant in

heaven. Circumstances have led me thus to

anticipate some things which properly belong

to a much later period of the history.

I have somewhere among my curiosities a

specimen of the old paper money with which

our soldiers were paid during the Revolution.

It was a poor substitute for gold and silver,

but it was perhaps the best which could be

done at the time.^

<* A fac-simile of one of these bills may be seen in Los-

sing's Field-Book of the Revolution, Vol. I., p. 534.

3
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In February, 1780, a paper dollar was esti-

mated at a penny, continental money, but

worth little or nothing at any time be-

tween 1778 and 1781 ; and as foraging parties

and plunderers kept the inhabitants of 'New-

ark in a state of continual alarm, it is difficult

to conceive how Mr. Croes managed to sup-

port himself.*

"We have been carried on so rapidly by the

military episode in our narrative, that some

things have been necessarily omitted which

are both interesting and important. Mr.

Croes's parents were humble-minded, devout

Christians, who trained up their children in

the fear of the Lord. It is thought that they

had once been Lutherans, but on their re-

moval to Newark they became members of

Trinity Church, of which the Rev. Uzal Og-

den (whom we shall have occasion to mention

again hereafter) was rector.

*^ "The year 1780 opened upon a famishing cainp."

—

Irving' s Life of Washington, IV., 2, 3.
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In making his will, the father, having noth-

ing to bequeath to his children but his ad-

vice and blessing, began thus: "Silver and

gold have I none ; but such as I have, give I

jou." As another evidence of the simple,

trusting piety of Bishop Croes's father, it is

worth recording, that in the year 1T9T he

wrote to John, that he had received a letter

from his second son Jacob, savino; that he

was about to start for I^ew Orleans. It ap-

pears that Jacob was living in "West Liberty,

in Virginia, where he was engaged in mer-

cantile pursuits.

New Orleans had the reputation of being

a very vile place, and what rendered it worse

than all, in the eyes of old Mr. Groes, was

the fact that it was situated within the do-

minions of the king of Spain, a monarch for

whom he entertained a strong dislike. He

dreaded lest Jacob should be obliged to take

the oath of allegiance to this abhorred poten-

tate, and he actually trembled for his safety.
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He knew not, he wrote, where to fly for

relief, but " to the Orphan Court at the City

of the New Jerusalem," where Emanuel was

attorney-general ; his " old and only Friend,"

his " true Advocate," whose promise he had,

that he would never leave him nor forsake

him. The letter from Jacob, announcing his

proposed departure, was received on Thursday

in Passion Week. The good old man resolved

to " covenant" with his Saviour on three fast

days ; first on Good Friday ; the second at

"Trinitatis" (by which he probably meant the

Friday before Trinity Sunday) ; and the third

on the Friday before the seventh Sunday

after Trinity.

He goes on to remark, that when these

three days of fasting and prayer were ended,

his heart was so strengthened that, like the

three companions of Daniel, he could say,

" either to J^ebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,

or to Diabolus, king of Spain, and all com-

bined infernals together, the God whom we
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serve can relieve us, not only out of your

hands, O ye kings, but even out of hell

itself; this is my firm belief, because He has

never forsaken that man who on His help

relied."

However we may be tempted to smile at

the quaint phraseology of this letter, no one

can question the sincere piety of its vener-

able author. Would to God that there were

more of this unswerving faith among us !

At the close of the Revolutionary War,

Mr. Croes engaged in teaching in J^ewark,

an employment for which he was admirably

qualified."^ The thoroughness and accuracy

which he had acquired himself, by long and

careful study, he endeavored to impart to

those entrusted to his care.

^ For some time he assisted the Rev. Itr, McWhorter,

who had, like many others, suffered during the war, and

was obliged to resort to the business of teaching. On
meeting his young friend after their separation, he said,

"Well, John, I am glad to find that the war hath not

spoiled thee."

3*
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He was a rigid disciplinarian, as might be

expected from one wlio had lived so long in

the camp. The school hours were generally

from nine to twelve, and from two to &ve.

On Wednesdays and Saturdays he kept the

boys in until they had finished the exercise

of English reading^ which sometimes occu-

pied two hours ! Being a good reader him-

self, he spared no pains to make his pupils

such. Instead of shrinking from his studies

in any way, Mr. Croes discharged them most

conscientiously.

The Hon. Geo. Keed, of Delaware, who at

one time had a son under his care in J^ew

Brunswick, remarks, in a letter to the faith-

ful instructor, September 9th, 1805: "I am

assured, sir, that the correctness of your plan

of education, and the strict attention with

which it is conducted, must contribute in an

eminent degree to promote the progress of

your pupils, and give the seminary over

which you preside a character that is not
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surpassed by any on tlie continent." Dr.

McWhorter said of him :
" He possesses the

gift of government in a high degree; he

governs a school in such a manner as to ac-

quire the esteem and affection of boys, with-

out undue rigor or extreme severity."
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SINGING.

LTHOUGH Mr. Croes was so well

fitted for a teacher, it must be re-

membered that he had not enjoyed

the benefits of a collegiate educa-

tion, his straitened circumstances

rendering this quite beyond his

power. This, however, had only made him

the more persevering in his efibrts to acquire,

by his own unaided study, that knowledge

which others with larger means were enabled

more easily to gain.
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While the young man was teaching at

Kewai'k, he corresponded with several stu-

dents of Princeton College, whose letters have

been carefully preserved. He seems to have

been extremely fond of treasuring up such

mementoes of his friends, and the writer of

this memoir will be greatly indebted to this

habit for many interesting particulars.

I have just untied one of these old, time-

stained bundles, and the first epistle which

attracts attention is from Ashbel Green, who

many years afterwards was President of

Nassau Hall, and a celebrated Presbyterian

divine."^

It is dated, " J^assau Hall, Princeton, May

21st, 1782." The writer of the letter was then

in his twentieth year, and Mr. Croes, his cor-

respondent, had just reached the same age.

" Dear Sir—According to promise I shall

<* For a brief sketch of his life, see Duyckinck's Cyclo-

pedia of American Literature, Vol. I., p. 274.
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now give you some of the curiosities of this

renowned source of literature, and, in the

first j)lace, I can assure you that I am not

one inch the taller, nor, that I know of, one

whit the better, for my admittance to Nassau

Hall. It would have moved your pity to see

how I was embarrassed at the first recitation

;

in truth, I never was so nonplused in my
life. And this, sir, as far as I can learn,

has been the common misfortune of every

member.

" There are a number of college secrets

which might gratify a curious mind to be ac-

quainted Avith ; but a tell-tale is, of all char-

acters in the world, most despised among us

literary gentlemen ; so you must excuse my
silence upon these topics. But among those

which are lawful to be mentioned, you may

reckon the moral conduct of the students,

which, as it gives me pain every time I think

of it, I shall say no more than that I heartily

wish it was otherwise.
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" There are two societies in college, by the

names of the Whig and Cliosophic societies.

Into the former of these I have the promise

of an admission to-morrow evening. But

what is the business or laws of these societies

I am as yet ignorant, further than that no

secrets are to be divulged upon any consider-

ation upon pain of expulsion. The rooms

where the societies meet are in the fourth

story, and are fitted up and furnished at pub-

lic expense. In the front of the college is

the Hall, a room about half as large as New-

ark meeting-house. Here every member

and resident of the college is obliged to at-

tend prayers, morning and evening, at five

o'clock. Here, likewise, is erected a stage,

upon which all the orations and declamations

are spoken.

" Those of the Freshman's class, whose

names are first in an alphabetical order,

speak first. Those of the Sophomore class in

the same manner, and so on through the
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several classes, till all have spoken. The

hours of study are from five till seven, from

nine till twelve, and from two till five; iu

which time no member of the college is

allowed to be out of his room more than

ten minutes at a time. We recite but once

in a day, which is in the morning, immedi-

ately after the ringing of the nine-o'clock

bell.

" Among the curiosities I must not forget

to mention the orrery, which is the greatest

curiosity of the place. This machine was

constructed by the famous Hittenhouse, of

Philadelphia, and has but one equal in the

world, which was made by the same person.

By turning a small crank on one side of this

machine, a person standing on the other may

see at one view all the revolutions of the

heavenly bodies, if I may so speak, in min-

iature.

" You may well think our studies are se-

vere, when I tell you that we have to recite a
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lesson of geography, a lesson of mathematics,

and a lesson of French, all in twenty-four

hours ; besides having to compose and com-

mit to memory an oration every fortnight.

" Respectfully your amicus,

" AsHBEL Green."

Those who are familiar with college life in

these days will be disposed to smile at some

of the information contained in this letter.

Several months after the receipt of this

epistle, Mr. Croes, who was still teaching at

IfTewark, received another communication

from J^assau Hall. His correspondent, this

time, is one Zadock Squier, concerning whose

future career we have no certain informa-

tion.

Among other thiDgs, he informs his friend

that the students were making great prepa-

rations for a public exhibition, when, besides

the usual orations, a play would be perform-

ed, called the Rival Queens, or Alexander

4
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the Great^ and this was to be followed by a

farce entitled the Mock Doctor.

Postage being high, many letters waited

a long time for a private conveyance, and

young Squier detains his communication un-

til the close of the exhibition, which he thus

amusingly describes

:

" Our exercises were performed before a

much more crowded assembly than you saw

at Commencement, and, what is most to us,

with universal applause. For my part, I am

quite sick of the compliments and praises

heaped upon the class, but people in general

are extravagant in their commendations.

Mr. Green [the writer of the last letter] has

gained almost immortal honor ; he has had

60 many wreaths of laurel crowded upon his

head, that he has scarcely been able to put

his hat on since. Indeed, I think Alexander

himself, whom he personated, could not have

spoken as well as he did. He gained more

hearts by that evening's performance than
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you can find in a pack of cards. The ladies

said—O dear sir, I cannot tell you what

they said—but you may depend upon it the

ladies said a great many j)retty things."

The letter then begins a more sober strain,

young Squier expressing great anxiety on

account of the ill health of " that dear good

man, Mr. Smith," referring to Dr. Samuel

Stanhope Smith, who became the president

of Princeton College, on the death of Dr.

"Witherspoon, in 1Y94.

John Adams, in his diary kept during the

Bevolution, speaks of having stopped at Nas-

sau Hall, when on his way to the Continental

Congress, Aug. 26, 1774. He refers to the

orrery, or planetarium, constructed by Mr.

Rittenhouse, described in Ashbel Green's let-

ter to Mr. Croes ; and then thus closes his

account of the college :
" By this time the

bell rang for prayers ; we went into the

chapel ; the president soon came in, and we

attended. The scholars sing as badly as the
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Presbyterians at 'New York. After prayers

tlie president attended us to tlie balcony of

the college, where we had a prospect of a

horizon of about eighty miles' diameter."
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^^ K. CKOES seemed to be so quietly

r& =^ and patiently devoting himself to

(^^^^\y his school in ISTewark, that one

might have supposed that he had

made up his mind to continue in

this position for a long period, and

perhaps for life. But the truth is, that he:

continued to hope that it would still be con-

4,*
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venient for iiim to spend at least one year at

college, wliere he might comj)lete the edu-

cation which, by his own endeavors, had

been so successfully begun.

His young friends at Princeton frequently

allude to this in their letters to him. They

appear to have formed a most favorable opin-

ion of his abilities, and predict for him an

honorable and useful career.

Humors reached Nassau Hall that there

was another difficulty, besides the want of

means, which prevented Mr. Croes from

seeking the advantages of its classic shade
;

and this w^as, that he had begun to think se-

riously of marriage. This may have been a

TQere flying report, unworthy of credit ; but

we shall learn more about it hereafter.

In 1783 the quiet serenity of Princeton and

its inhabitants was somewhat disturbed by the

removal of Congress to that place. The cause

'of this " was the violent spirit manifested by

•some of the continental troops of the Penn-
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sylvania line. These had marched in a body

(June 21), three hundred in number, sur-

rounded the State House, where Congress

was in session, and, after placing guards at

the door, demanded action for redress of

grievances, within the space of twenty min-

utes, at the peril of having an enraged sol-

diery let in upon them. Congress was firm
;

declared that body had been grossly insulted,^

and resolved to adjourn to Princeton, where

the members assembled on the 2Gth. As

soon as "Washington was informed of this

mutiny, he sent General Robert Howe, with

fifteen hundred men, to quell it ; he soon

quieted the disturbance. Some who were

found guilty on trial were pardoned by Con-

gress."*

Zadock Squier had now very important

news to communicate. He writes to his

friend Croes that tlie members of Conorress

o Lossing's Field-Book, Vol. II., p. 837.
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were holding tlieir sessions in the college

library, and adds, in his humorous style,

'' but what proficiency they make with their

studies I am not able to tell you, though

without doubt some of them are good schol-

ars."

Our young school-master appears to have

been fond of writing for the papers, and from

a reference in the letter just quoted we may

conclude that he had some taste for contro-

versy. " I have seen a letter of W. Penning-

ton's [writes Squier], in which was a long

?dstory of the Newark Satirists^ and you are

placed at the head of them, with a canto, a

farce, and I cannot tell what more, in your

hand or head, or somewhere else, I could not

understand rightly how it was ; but thus

much I understood, viz., that you was a brave

man in a paper war."

The members of Congress were so well

accommodated at Princeton, that they were

in no haste to depart, and on the 15th of Au-
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gust, 1783, Zaclock Squier again writes to Ms
^^

friend Croes, telling him, among other things?fc

that they "have determined to-day that if
^

they remove from this j)lace at all, it will

not be until the fall." He also gives a pass-

ing thrust at some of the theological stu-

dents of old Princeton. '' Almost every even-

ing there is some learned debate or other

going on. Condict, McWhorter, Thompson,

and some others, are now upon divinity, and

if sound argument consists in a great strain

of the voice, ISTassau's sons are some of them

very able disputants."

However agreeable we may find it thus to

linger about this transition period between

youth and manhood, we are admonished by

the increasing number of our chapters to go

on with the narrative. *

While Mr. Croes remained at Newark in

the diligent discharge of his duties as an in-

structor, his mind became seriously impressed

with the importance of religion, and at last,
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g 'after due deliberation, his purpose was formed

jj#^to devote hi^ life to the work of the ministry.

^ In May, 1785, he married Martha Crane,

the second daughter of Elihu and Hannah

Mix Crane. His wife was a descendant of

one of the oldest and most respectable fam-

ilies of IS^ewark.

Mr. Croes became a candidate for holy or-

ders in 1Y89, though there is no record pre-

served showing his admission as such. The

Church in the United States was hardly or-

ganized, and very little accuracy could be

expected in its statistics. Indeed, although

I have said he was a candidate for the min-

istry, this language is only true in a certain

sense. According to the tenth rule of the

!New Jersey Convention of 1785, no person

could be recommended for holy orders, unless

requested by a church, or churches, to be

their j)astor.

The idea which I wished to convey was

this, that at the time specified above, Mr.
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Croes began his theological course, with the

settled purpose of applying for ordination as

soon as he should be thought qualified.

In July, 1789, he began a pedestrian tour

without having any particular place in view,

expecting, perhaps, to go as far as Maryland.

The object of this journey was partly for the

benefit of his health, and partly to look at

some of the situations which required the

services of clergymen.

Among the letters of recommendation

which he carried with him, was one from

Dr. McWhorter, the Presbyterian minister

of Newark, addressed to a Mr. Ridgely, of

Baltimore, in which a very handsome com-

pliment is paid to the young man's abilities

;

and the writer, who had known Mr. Croes

from his boyhood, expresses the opinion that

his qualifications of mind and heart fitted

him, in a high degree, for the sacred ministry.

He was also furnished with a letter of in-

troduction to Mr. Joshua M. Wallace, of Bur-

>
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lington, by Judge Boudinot, of IS'ewark, who

.speaks of him in terms equally gratifying.

,
The hard feelings which had been aroused by

the War of Independence were then by no

means extinct, as may be discovered from a

single extract from this epistle :
" Mr. Croes

is an American, a firm friend of his country.

I think that such ought to be preferred to

strangers, who are pouring upon us from

Europe, and by whom we are often imposed

upon.

" I believe you mentioned that Mr. Heath

was not firmly or regularly settled with you.

If there should be a prospect of his leaving

you soon, I should advise Mr. Croes to wait,

if it were a twelvemonth, as I know of no

situation preferable to Burlington."

Mr. Croes proceeded as far as Swedesbor-

ough, in West Jersey, a settlement on the

Raccoon, which empties into the Delaware,

about twenty miles below Philadelphia. Af-

ter his return to I^ewark, in September, he
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received an invitation from the vestry of

Trinity Church to make them another visit,

they having determined to wait no longer for

an ansvf^er from Mr. Street, with whom they

had corresponded. He accordingly went

again to Swedesborough, and acted as lay

reader.
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K I^ovember, 1789, Mr. Croes visited

) Bishop White, and Dr. Collin, a Swe-

,. dish minister, in Philadelphia. He
thus speaks of this in a letter to his

wife, dated the 5th of the month :
" I

came to town yesterday, in company

with Colonel Brown, for the purpose of wait-

ing on Bishop "White, as I had no time to

do it wdien I passed on to Swedesborough.

I breakfasted this morning with the Rev. Dr.
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Collin, the former minister of Swedesborongh,

and was politely and kindly entertained. . He

is a very sensible and judicious man, and, I

imagine, an excellent scholar.

" I Tvould have called on Bishop White,

but he was not at home. I shall call again

presently.

"The influenza is now at its height at

Swedesborongh, and almost all the country

are very sick with it. The sexton of the

church died on last Saturday with it.

" I find a manifest diflerence in the state

of my mind since I have been at Swedesbor-

ongh. Free from every occupation but that

which looks forward to futurity ; engaged

in contemplating the nature and perfections

of God, and the depraved state of human na-

ture ; and bearing in my mind the weight

and importance of the ministerial office, so

difficult to be discharged aright ; I say that

all this, I trust, will exert a salutary influ-

ence upon me. I have been to see Bishop
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"White, wLlo treated me witli great politeness,

and has offered to confer Deacon's orders

, upon me abont the 1st of March."

Mrs. Croes writes to her husband, at Phil-

adelphia, that her sleep was somewhat dis-

turbed at night, when she thought of the

great distance that separated them, and that

he was among strangers ! In these days of

steamboats and railroads, Newark and Phila-

delphia are not so far apart.

Before Mr. Croes's first visit to Swedes-

borough, it appears that he had officiated as

a lay reader in Trinity Church, I^ewark.

At a meeting of several members of that

parish, held on Easter Monday, April 13th,

1789, the following note was made :
" The

members present, though not a board, ex-

press their desire that Mr. John Croes, a

candidate for holy orders, shall be requested

to read prayers and a sermon in the church

when the rector shall not attend ; and that

the contributions which shall then be made
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be presented to him for liis services as afore-

said." This was done with the approbation

of the Eev. Dr. Ogden.

We have no account of the interviews

which Mr. Croes had with Bishop White and

Dr. Collin, bejond that contained in the let-

ter to his wife already quoted.

It should be stated here that Dr. Collin,

the Swedish minister, had been sent out by

the Archbishop of Upsal, to take charge of

several churches in Xew Jersey and Pennsyl-

vania, and that among these were the congre-

gations at Swedesborough and Penn's iN^eck.

We have no means of knowing upon what

recommendation Bishop White admitted him

to Deacon's orders, or upon what conditions

Dr. Collin gave up to him the charge of Trin-

ity Church, Swedesborough.

"

•~ According to the 6th General Canon of 1789, " Every

candidate for holy orders shall be recommended according

to the regulations of the Church," etc.

There was then no standing committee in New Jersey. •

5*
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It is most probalDle, however, tliat the good

Swede found himself unable to perform the

labor of looking after the spiritual wants of so

many parishes, scattered over a large district,

and that he preferred to place them under the

charge of an Episcopal clergyman, because

of the many particulars in which our Church

harmonized with his own. Be all this as it

may, Mr. Croes returned to Swedesborough,

and continued to officiate as a lay reader until

the time for his ordination should arrive.*

^ Since writing the above, tlie author has been referred

by his New Jersey correspondent to Mr. Benj. Ferris'

s

History of the Original Settlements on the Delaware, and

to a paper published in 1848 by the New Jersey Historical

Society, entitled '

' A Brief Account of the Swedish Mis-

sion in Raccoon and Penn's Neck, N. J., by Rev. Nicholas

Collin, D.D." From Dr. Collin's paper we learn that

after the death of those clergymen who accompanied the

colonists from Sweden between 1634 and 1654, the people

became lamentably destitute, until on their humble ad-

dress to King Charles XI. the mission was instituted,

which continued to the year 1789. This mission compre-

hended three rectorships, Wicacoa, with Kingsessing and
* Upper Merion in Pennsylvania ; Christiana in Delaware

;
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The congregation of Trinity Cliurcli lived,

for the most part, in the country, and the

population of Swedesborough was not more

and Raccoon with Penn's Neck in "West Jersey. Besides

the rectors of the three districts, there was in later times

a minister extraordinary or common assistant. One of the

ordinary pastors had the office of provost or commissary,

who as superintendent exercised a certain degree of au-

thority over the whole mission. The Crown bestowed

upon every coming missionary the sum of £50 ; defrayed

the expense of his voyage to America ; allowed him after

a certain period to return, paying his passage ; authorized

him to look for prefeiment, and in the mean time gave

him an adequate pension. Several of the returned mis-

sionaries were "rewarded with the best rectorships in

Sweden."

In 1704 a church was built at Swedesborough, and the

mission was endowed with lands, viz., the 100 acres of

which Swedesborough makes a part, and the marsh mea-

dow of six acres, which lies on the creek four miles below.

The ministers at Raccoon from 1706 were Folstadius,

Auren, Abraham Lidenius, Peter Wanberg, assisted by

Andrew Vindrusia, John Sandin, Professor Kalm (who,

by order of the King of Sweden, travelled through North

America), Erick Unander, who seems to have been a man
of considerable distinction, and who has left us a record,

entitled, " In the Lord's Name a New Church Book for

the Church at Penn' s Neck ; in which all Church matters

are duly recorded from the commencement of the year of
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than a hundred in all. " We do not know

when the first Swedish church was built at

Raccoon" (the early name for Swedesbo-

our Saviour 1750, by Ericus Unander ;*" John Abraham
Lidenius, and John Wicsall. Nicholas Collin arrived in

1770, and officiated as minister extraordinary. In 1773

he became rector, and in 1775 was appointed commissary.

In 1778 he sent letters to the Archbishop and the Consist-

ory of Upsala (Venerandum Consistorium Ecclesiasticum),

and begged to be recalled. He had " served the usual

term required for obtaining preferment at home, '

' and neces-

sity obliged him to abandon the field. The war of the Revo-

lution had produced great distress among the people ; the

rents of the Chmch lands had fallen to a tenth part of their

real value ; and as communication with Sweden was diffi-

cult, he could not draw his commissary salary. In 1783 he

received permission to return, but the " urgent plea of ne-

cessity had now ceased," and he determined to remain till

the congregations could be supplied with a successor. In

1785 he was appointed rector of three churches on the west-

ern side of the Delaware, and the churches at Raccoon and

Penn's Neck were left vacant until they would declare their

submission to certain regulations of the King of Sweden,

viz., that they make a formal stipulation to defray the

travelling expenses of ,the ministers to be sent to them,

and give them a decent support. They were unable to

* This document was translated for Col. Eobt. J. Johnson by the

Hon. Steek Bille, Charge d'Affaires of Denmark. It is well worth

preserving.
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rough), says Mickle, in liis "Reminiscences

of Old Gloucester," " or who were its earlier

pastors. The ancient temple, taken down in

comply "with ttie condition, and thus were deprived of

regular ministrations until 1790.

The Swedish mission in America ceased in 1789, as ap-

pears from the " king's final resolve," communicated in

a letter to the churches, dated, Upsala, June 25, and sign-

ed by the Archbishop, Uno Von Troil.

Dr. Collin furnishes us with a variety of matter which

it is impossible here to repeat. He tells us of the hard-

ships of the missionaries arising from the '

' insalubrity of

the chmate," the marshes on the Delaware, and the sev-

eral creeks being unimproved ; from the scattered condi-

tion of the people who lived in a district which was thirty

miles in length and twelve in breadth ; and from the in-

sufficiency of support. "My sufferings [he says] have

been extreme, and in a great measure occasioned by the

terrible disorders of the civil war." Towards the close of

his narrative we have the following :
" For the informa-

tion of posterity when the Swedish origin may be quite

forgotten, I have left on record the above nan-ative, and

every person of reflection may judge how much the Swe-

dish mission has contributed to the moral civilization of

this young country. This great blessing claims the more

gratitude from all concerned, as the kindness of the mo-

ther coimtry has been quite gratuitous, and yet very trou-

blesome. The total expense of the mission for near ^

century amounts to seven or eight thousand pounds ster-
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1Y84, was built of cedar logs, and stood near

the site of the present churcli. In 1765, tlie

congregation was incorporated, under tlie

name of tlie ' Swedish Evangelical Lutheran

Church.' Towards the end of the last cen-

tury Kaccoon contained but a dozen log

dwellings, and a school-house, a tavern, and a

parsonage, built in the same manner." Mr.

Croes was in poor health when he left New-

ark, and the change of scene does not seem to

have restored him, as he speaks, in letters to

his wife, of still being far from well. Thus,

in writing to her, from Swedesborough, the

day after Christmas, 1789, he reports himself

as having performed his duties in the

churches, but as being about to bathe his

feet, and go to bed, in hopes of being relieved

ling, and the missionaries encountered great sufferings,

by long and perilous voyages ; by many years' absence

from their native land, peculiarly dear to Swedes ; by the

indigent circumstances of a young country ; and by the

difficulties of a clerical charge, where the interest of reli-

gion is not supported by law or public opinion." r. b. c.
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from his indisposition, which he attributes to

his close application to study.

On the 24th of January, 1790, Mr. Croes

received a regular call to Trinity Church,

and, as being one of the curiosities of the

day, we copy it entire, from the yellow,

parchment-looking sheet, signed by the eleven

vestrymen, sixty-eight years ago.

" Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God

that our late rector. Dr. Collin, should remove

from us, since which time we have sadly ex-

perienced the evils arising to the church from

the want of a regularly established minister,

and as Mr. John Croes, a candidate for holy

orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church of

this State, has been recommended to us, with

whom we are well satisfied, and of whose

abilities we have the highest opinion

—

" Therefore, we the vestry of the Swedish

Church at Swedesborough, in Gloucester

County, State of New Jersey, do agree to

give him an invitation to reside among us as
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our future minister, and as a compensation

for his services, to enable him to live com-

fortably, we further agree to allow him

—

" I. One hundred and twentj-five pounds

specie per annum, to be paid him quarterly,

the first quarter to commence on the 21st of

April next ensuing the date,

"II. The use of the Parsonage House with

all its privileges.

" m. The use of the wood land belonging

to the church.

"lY. The benefits of the meadow com-

monly called the Minister's Meadow.

" Y. This invitation to be considered null

and void if he does not obtain ordination.

" In testimony whereof we have hereunto

set our hands this 24th day of January, 1790.

Isaac Vannemar, Mourse Keen,

Peter Lock, George Yanleer,

William Homan, William Matson,

Anbrew Hendrickson, David Hendrixon,

Charles Lock, Peter Lock,

Gideon Denny."
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SOAECEXESS OF BOOKS—THOUGHTFULNESS OF ENGLISH

FRIENDS—STACKHOUSE AXD BrENET— STATE OF AF-

FAIRS AT SWEDESBOROUGH

—

TWO CLASSES OF CLERGY-

MEN, BOTH MOST IMPOETANT LN" THEIR "WAY A DEL-

ICATE AND DIFFICULT TASK—AN UNFINISHED CHURCH,

AND A SMALL CONGREGATION—MR. CROES ORDAINED

PRIEST— SUCCESSFUL LABORS—FIRST APPEARANCE IN

THE NEW JERSEY CONTENTION—THE CONTENTION OF

1793 A COMPLIMENTARY ADDRESS TO THE GOTERNOR,

AND HIS GRACIOUS REPLY.

)^E. CEOES, having completed the

;:^ course of study then required,' was

(^^J^l^ ordained Deacon, byBishop "White,

of Pennsylvania, in St. Peter's

Church, Philadelpliia, on the 28th

of February, 1790.

My readers will discover how very early

this was in the history of the Church in Amer-

6
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ica, when we remind them that it was only

four years before this that Bishop White had

returned from England, where he had gone

to receive consecration to his holy office.

When we speak of theological studies at

that day, we must not for a moment suppose

that the course was an extensive and thor-

ough one, like that which is now prescribed.

Books were very scarce, and could only be

got by sending to England for them, at a

great cost. Few of the clergy possessed

large collections, and most of them were de-

pendent upon those which had been kindly

sent from the mother country to sup23ly their

wants. Such books were to be found in the

vestry-rooms of the old churches, and con-

sisted chiefly of Patrick, Lowth, and Whit-

by's Commentary, and a few other standard

works.

The Church was in great need of clergy-

men, and if a candidate for orders loved her

holy ways, and showed a sincere desire to
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devote his life to her service, he was pretty

sure of being admitted to the ministry. Al-

though Mr. Croes, m after years, when he

was able to have more ready access to books,

became an accurate theologian, it is probable

that at the time of his ordination he had

studied little besides Stackhouse's " Body of

Divinity," and "Burnet on the Thirty-nine

Articles."

He possessed, however, what was far bet-

ter than learning, a heart devoted to God

and warmed with love for His holy Church.

The little parish at Swedesborough was

found in a most depressed condition, and

even the things which remained seemed

ready to perish. Mr. Croes was precisely

such a man as was needed for restoring its

decaying life. The Church has always pos-

sessed some clergymen of glowing zeal and

indomitable energies, who have gone forth

as champions of the faith, carrying on an ag-

gressive warfare against all that opposed the
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truth, and, triumpliing bj the help of God,

have been crowned with immortal honors.

And then, again, she can point to those of

quiet, gentle spirit, but with sound principles

and most determined purpose, who have been

contented to act a less conspicuous but most

important part, of building up the decayed

places of Zion, and of winning multitudes to

her standard by the voice of love. Mr. Croes

belonged to the latter class.

The Church requires both sorts of agents.

Indeed, she could not possibly spare either of

them ; when both are so necessaiy for the

work, it is useless to inquire which renders

the most essential service.

The task which Mr. Croes undertook at

Swedesborough was a most peculiar one. It

was not merely required of him to build up

an old, decayed parish, but also to mould the

minds of those who had been members of

another Christian body, according to the

teachings of our own branch of the Church
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of God. Old prejudices must be overcome

;

national peculiarities (wlien innocent) must

be allowed free scope ; tbe laws and usages

of a system which was new to tliem must be

gradually and prudently enforced ; no one

who has not overcome such difficulties as

these can possibly appreciate the extreme

delicacy of the undertakiug.

When Mr. Croes took charge of the Swedes'

church, all its concerns, temporal and spirit-

ual, were in an unprosperous state. The

place of worship was unfinished, and the

number of those who attended service was

very small. The young clergyman (he was

then but twenty-eight) directed his immedi-

ate attention to the completion of the church

building, and soon made it one of the neat-

est and most convenient in the whole diocese.

Mr. Croes having used the office of a Dea-

con well, was advanced to the Priesthood, on

the 4th of March, 1792. The same holy man

who had admitted him to the lower order of

6*



66 LIFE OF BISHOP CROES.

the ministry, conferred this good degree upon

him. 'The service was performed in old St.

Peter's Church, Philadelphia.

Mr. Croes continued his labors in Swedes-

borough for twelve years, extending his pas-

toral care to Penn's IS^eck, a few miles to the

south of Swedesborough, and other destitute

places.

The congregation at Trinity Church steadily

increased in numbers, and man}^ devoutly

received the ordinances of the Gospel.

Mr. Croes first appeared in the 'New Jersey

Convention on "Wednesday, June 6th, 1792,

when he produced his letters of orders, and a

certificate of his induction, signed by Mourse

Keen and Benjamin Pambo.*

This Convention was held in Christ Church,

!New Brunswick. The next year, this body

met in St. Mary's Church, Burlington, the

opening sermon being preached by Mr. Croes.

* The writer has had access to probably the only com-

plete set of the New Jersey Journals now in existence.



COMPLrMENTAEY ADDRESS. 67

Two delegates from his parish (Messrs. Gid-

eon Denny and George Yanleer, Jr.), without

any previous formal act of admission, ap-

peared and took their seats.*

At this Convention a committee was ap-

pointed to prepare an address to " His Excel-

lency Richard Howell, Esq., on his election

to the office of Governor" of the State. The

address was accordingly drawn up and sign-

ed by the Rev. Henry Waddell, rector of

Christ Church, Shrewsbury, who was chair-

man of the Convention, and it was presented,

in due form, by a committee of clergy and

laity. Tliis was on the 6th of June. The

next day his Excellency was pleased to return

the following answer

:

" To THE COXVENTION OF THE PrOTESTANT EpISCOPAL
'

Chtjech, held at Buelington foe the State of

New Jeeset—
'^ Gentlemen—It is with real satisfaction I

3 Journal for 1793, p. 33.
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receive the congratulations of the wise and

good of every denomination, and when hon-

ored with the approbation of a society who

are known to cultivate true religion and

sound morality, I feel a consolatory encour-

agement to be bold in support of our civil

and religious liberties. I have for many

years of my life been accustomed to attend

the duties of the Episcopal Church, and am

still impressed with every sentiment of rever-

ence for the amiable and reverend pastors of

that denomination, who by precept and ex-

ample labor to instil into their flocks the true

principles of our holy religion, the only sound

basis of government and national felicity.

That your doctrines may spread wide and

irradiate the gloom of ignorance and bigotry,

is my sincerest wish; and rest assured, rev-

erend and respected gentlemen, that I shall

be ever ready, with the assistance of Divine

Providence, to protect to the utmost of my
feeble ejfforts the Episcopal religion and the



THE GOVEKXOK S REPLY. 69

reverend and worthy professors of it, to whom
individuallj I wish all happiness, present

and to come.
" EiCHAED Howell."

"Trenton, 7<AJun€, 1793."
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EESPONDENOE WITH ME. CEOES—UNPLEASANT DIFFEE-

ENCES ADVANTAGES OF EXPEESS COMPANIES—AFFLIC-

TIONS—TEUE VIEW OF EELIGION " WANDEEING STAES"

QEEAT MATTEE3 AND SMALL SICKLY SEASON IN

PHILADELPHIA MAGNOLIA SEEDS YELLOW FEVEE

AMONG HOESES— FINE APPLES— CHOLEEA, AN OLD

DISEASE—MAEEIAGE BY MAGISTEATEB OPPOSED—THE

WISDOM OF SEEVING GOD.

>00D Dr. Collin continued to feel a

lively interest, as it was most natural

he should, in the people of Swedes-

borough, who had once formed a

part of his pastoral charge ; and

many things which Mr. Croes did

there were at the suggestion of this vener-

able man. He kept up an active correspond-

ence with the young missionary, and we shall
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be able to glean some interesting particulars

from bis unpublished letters. '

Some unpleasant differences bad arisen

between the congregations at Swedesborougb

and Penn's Neck, wbicb bad given Dr. Collin

no little trouble, before be relinquished tbe

charge of these places. In March, 1793, he

writes most earnestly to Mr. Croes, request-

ing him to do all in his power to have these

unhappy difficulties settled.

As one among many examples which show

how few conveniences people enjoyed in

those days for getting about from place to

place, and what an important service is ren-

dered to the public by our various " Express

Companies^'' I may mention that Dr. Collin

had borrowed the records of the church at

Swedesborougb, in order to enable him to

trace out the genealogies of some Swedish

families. When this work was finished, he

was sorely puzzled to know how the parish

register could be returned. He accordingly
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writes several letters to Mr. Croes, and sug-

gests different modes of conveyance. He
finally concludes to intrust the book to the

care of a man who helped to work a flat boat

on its slow and tedious voyage ; and accord-

ingly he carried it down to the river with

his own hand, to give it a safe start.

In the autumn of 1797 he writes to Mr.

Croes, and refers to some sad affliction which

had recently come upon him.

** Philadelphia, Oct. 6.

" Deak Sie—^You know what a sorrowful

trial has been ordained for me. Religion is

the only means of consolation in these occur-

rences of mortality. If I live, we shall

converse more on this matter. Preparing

myself for any event, I wish to settle every

important concern, public and private.

" I am satisfied with your success in the

Swedesborough congregation, and my earnest

prayer to Almighty God is, that you may
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abound in good works, and thns continue an

instrument of spiritual happiness to the peo-

ple, impress on their minds solemn principles

of piety, and take special care to instruct and

persuade the young. Guard also against

every mistake that may produce terrific or

melancholy ideas on religion, which are

adverse to its genuine spirit.

"I have had a constant fever since my
dear wife was first taken ill, owing to afflic-

tion, but as yet not dangerous. God bless

you. With res]3ect,

"ITicHOLAs Collin."

In offering these wise counsels in regard to

the instruction of the young, and in referring

to the mistakes which so many make, as to

the nature of true religion, the writer had, no

doubt, in view the wandering evangelists of

his day, whose movements might be well

compared to the eccentric journeyings of a

comet, which oftentimes occasions astonish-
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me-nt and alarm, but seldom leaves behind it

any lasting light or warmth.

We find another communication from Dr.

Collin, two years later, which is worthy of

being preserved, as showing that the same

minds which take an interest in great mat-

ters, do not overlook the email.

"Philadelphia, Sept. 18th, 1799.

"My Deak Sik—But for the hazard of

leaving my family alone while the fever ex-

ists, I should have the pleasure of visiting

you. I hope, before long, not to be dis-

appointed. By the blessing of God this visi-

tation will soon cease, as the mortality has

for nearly a week been not more than in

common times, in proportion to the people

remaining.

" "Will you do me the favor to gather some

magnolia seeds. This little tree abounds in

the run, that is, in the road to Yanleer's place

;

also in Rapapo. Let some boy do it, and I
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will pay him ; but soon, as manj have drop-

ped already.

" "With respects to Mrs. Croes and family,

I am yours, !N'icholas Collin."

The same day that this letter was sent off,

he receives one from Mr. Croes, which draws

forth a second, in return. More particulai'S

are given of the fever, and he mentions, what

the curious may not be displeased to know,

that " a kind of yellow fever" was making

havoc among the horses in the neighbor-

hood of Philadelphia. Some new name has

doubtless long ago been found for this disease.

Kew Jersey has for years been celebrated

for its fine apples. The last day of July,

1800, Dr. Collin acknowledges the receipt of

a present of some rare specimens of this

wholesome fruit, and then goes on to speak

again of the unhealthiness of the city.

Cholera (I did not know before that the

disease was so called at that early day) was
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prevailing among children. Fluxes, also,

were doing their fatal work.

He likewise alludes to some customs at

Swedesborough, which he hopes to see recti-

fied. " The scandalous practice of marriage

by the magistrates must be opposed; as it

has an evident tendency to weaken the sacred

obligation, to confine the energy of religion,

and to injure the clergy. You may freely

speak in this tone. I have very pointedly

reprehended it." The same observations are

quite as needful now. Indeed, as our coun-

try has increased in population, the evil com-

plained of has grown with every advancing

year.

If people can be taught to honor God, and

the institutions of His Church, they are se-

curing not only their future well-being, but

their happiness in this 'present world.
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SIONAEY FUNDS THE DAT OF SMALL THINGS—^ME.

OBOES APPOINTED TEEASUEEE—CONVENTION OF 1797
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TION—DE. OGDEN CHOSEN—SIGNING HIS TESTIMONIALS.

HE 'New Jersey Convention for 1794

met in St. Peter's Church, Amboy,

six clergymen, only, being j^resent.

One of these, the Rev. Richard

Channing Moore, afterwards Bishop

of Yirginia, was then minister of the

church in which the Convention assembled.

Not having removed his family from States

Island, it was doubtful, at first, whether h&
7*
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would be admitted to a seat, but all objec-

tions were finally removed.

The opening sermon was preached by the

Rev. Mr. Croes, for which he received a

vote of thanks.

One is amused to notice, that when a treas-

urer for the diocese was elected, although he

was a clergyman, and might be presumed to

be tolerably honest, the Rev. Dr. Ogden

became his security, according to a rule

adopted by the Convention.

The Rev. Mr. Moore had been expected to

preach the sermon, in Christ Church, Shrews-

bury, at the Convention of 1795, but not

being present, the duty once more devolved

upon Mr. Croes, who was ready for any

•emergency.

Considerable exertions had been made

during the few previous years to raise funds

for the support of missionaries on the fron-

tiers of the Union, and the reports show that

since the last Convention the sum of twenty-
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lR.Ye pounds five sliillings and threepence had

been contributed—a trifle over a hundred dol-

lars—from the whole State of 'New Jersey

!

This was " the day of small things" indeed

!

The Convention of 1Y96 appointed the Rev.

Mr. Croes as treasurer of the diocese, and

Dr. Ogden became his security. The next

year, the delegates from several congrega-

tions assembled in St. Michael's Church,

Trenton ; but there being no quorum present,

they adjourned, after divine service, until

the following day. By that time more mem-

bers arrived, and the business went on. The

office of president was held in rotation by

the clergy, and. Dr. Ogden's turn having

come, he took the chair.

Mr. Croes was chosen one of the delegates

to the General Convention, which was to meet

the following year, and he was also appoint-

ed to preach the sermon at the next New
Jersey Convention.

According to custom, a substitute was
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named in case the preacher sliould be absent;

but Dr. Ogden need not take much trouble

to prepare a discourse ; for if Mr. Croes is

alive, be will be ready to discharge his duty.

In September, 1Y9T, the honorary degree

of A. M. was conferred on the Rev. John

Croes, by the trustees of Nassau Hall. It

was a well-deserved tribute of respect.

At the Convention of 1Y98, which met in

Trinity Church, ISTewark, Gen. Williamson,

a lay delegate from St. John's Church, Eliza-

bethtown, proposed that they should go into

the election of a Bishop, but after some

debate the subject was postponed until the

fifteenth of August, of the same year, when

a special Convention should be convened for

the purpose. Six clergymen and thirty lay

delegates attended this extra session, which

was held in Christ Church, ]N'ew Brunswick.

After the transaction of some other business,

" The Convention resolved itself into a

committee of the whole, and the Rev. Mr.



ELECTION OF A BISHOP. 81

Rayner was invited to take the chair. After

this interesting subject had been in an ample

and dispassionate manner discussed

—

"On motion, the committee unanimously

resolved, that it is expedient that the Con-

vention do now go into the election of a

Bishop.

"The committee then rose, and the chair-

man reported to the president of the Con-

vention the resolution of the committee

;

whereupon, on motion, that the Convention

do agree to the said resolution, viz., ' That it

is expedient that the Convention do now go

into the election of a Bishop,' it was resolved

unanimously in the affirmative.

" A motion was made, that a committee of

two^ be appointed to receive and count the

ballots for the election of a Bishop. The

Rev. Mr. Croes and Col. Ogden were the

committee who reported,

" That for the election of a Bishop, the votes

of the Convention were as follows : Clergy,
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for the Rev. Uzal Ogden, unanimously.

Laity, for the Rev. Uzal Ogden, 17 congrega-

tions. For the Rev. Henry Waddell, 3 con-

gregations. For the Rev. John Croes, 1 con-

gregation.

" The election for a Bishop being thus in

favor of the Rev. Mr. Ogden, the Convention

proceeded to sign the following certificate,

required by the Second Canon of the General

Convention of this Church, of every Bishop-

elect, previous to his consecration.

"We whose names are underwritten, fully

sensible how important it is that the sacred

office of a Bishop should not be unworthily

conferred, and firmly persuaded that it is

our duty to bear testimony, on this solemn

occasion, without partiality or afiection, do

in the presence of Almighty God testify,

that the Rev. Uzal Ogden is not, so far as

we are informed, justly liable to evil report,

either for error in religion or for viciousness of

life ; and that we do not know or believe
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there is any impediment or notable crime for

whicli be ougbt not to be consecrated to that

holy office. We do moreover jointly and

severally declare, that having personally

known him for three years last past, we do,

in our consciences, believe him to be of such

sufficiency in good learning, such soundness

in faith, and of such virtuous and pure man-

ners and godly conversation, that he is apt

and meet to exercise the office of a Bishop

to the honor of God and the edifying of His

Church, and to be an wholesome example to

the flock of Christ.

"New Brunswick, August 16, 1798."
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^XOTHER GEXEEAL COiTVEXTION ME. CE0E3 A DELE-

GATE FOE THE FIRST TIME THE GREAT COFNCIL NOT

A LARGE BODY MR. CEOES PEOPOSES A CANON IM-

PORTANT MATTEES AEEANGED IN NEW JERSEY METH-

ODIST CHAPEL IN DUTCHTOWN DR. COLLIN^S MANLY

COURSE THE YELLOW FEVER—CLERGYMEN FLEEING

FROM DANGER BISHOP WHITE GENERAL CONVENTION

OF 1799—DR. OGDEN's TESTIMONIALS PRESENTED A

LONG AND UNPLEASANT AFFAIR DR. OGDEN's CASE

FULLY STATED.

HE General Convention of 1795 met

in Christ Church, Philadelphia, on

the 8th of September, when the Rev.

John Croes first took his seat as a

member of that honorable body.

This great council of the Church,

consisting of delegates from the various dio-

ceses, was only a small one after all, when we

compare it with the present condition of
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things. The list of members, both clerical

and lay, embraced two from I^ew York, three

from E"ew Jersey, eight from Pennsylvania,

t%oo from Delaware, six from Maryland, two

from Virginia, and one from South Carolina.

The House of Bishops consisted (A four ^ viz.,

Bishops White, Provoost, Madison, and Clag-

gett.

On the sixth day of the session, the Pev.

Mr. Croes presented a proposed canon, em-

powering the Bishop in each diocese to com-

pose a.form of prayer, or thanksgiving, for

extraordinary occasions, which was read, and

ordered to lie on the table." Tlie next day,

the canon was read again and agreed to,

and was then sent to the House of Bishops

by the secretary, for their approval. The

Bishops passed it, and it became a law of the

Church.

In 1797, the Pev. Mr. Croes and Joshua

* Bioren's Journals, p. 141 and 156.

8
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M. Wallace, Esq., who had been appointed a

committee by the New Jersey Convention,

brought things into order in the government

of the diocese. The report will be found in

the Convention Journal for that year. To-

wards the close of the previous year, the

quiet tranquillity of Dr. Collin was disturbed

by a rumor which reached Philadelphia,

that efforts were then making to build a

Methodist chapel in Dutchtown, a little vil-

lage near Swedesborough. His anxieties

were aroused lest any members of his former

charge should be enticed away from " the

old paths" of the Church by the noisy ex-

citements of this new system. He therefore

writes in haste to Mr. Croes, and informs

him of these reports, and urges him to do

his best to keep the flock from wandering

abroad. " Methodism," he says, " is no im-

provement in religion, but a retrograde

movement." The Doctor concludes by re-

questing his friend to tell the Swedes that
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their former pastor is opposed to their coun-

tenancing this new eftort in any way. He
writes again, in January, 1797, to express his

satisfaction that his advice had been kindly

received, and that the Swedes had declined

lending aid for building the Methodist chapel.

During the summer, the yellow fever ap-

peared again in Philadelphia, and Mr. Croes

invited Dr. Collin and his family to seek an

asylum from the pestilence in Swedesl^-

ongh, but they did not think it best to accept.

About a year afterwards the same terrible

disease was prevailing, as we learn from the

following interesting epistle

:

"Philadelphia, August 2%th, 1798.

" My Dear Sir—For your kind letter,

which I received before your intended jour-

ney, I thank you.

" Death has been mowing all around me
for a week past, and the disease is increasing

everywhere ; but yet more so in some local
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situations. It is a general fever with many

degrees and varieties, the name of yellow

can justly be applied only to a smaller num-

ber of cases, perhaps not one fourth. Tlie

general panic, the want of nurses, and the

wild, puerile theories of some doctors, cause

deplorable havoc.

^' Many of the clergy slunk off on the first

appearance of danger. Such fellows would

in Sweden be immediately stripped of their

gowns.

" I am packing up my books in several

trunks with directions, and finishing some

other business. After that, if I continue in

health, I mean to come over. Next Sunday

I may perhaps go to Upper Merion, and in

that case shall not come till next week.

" For the last two days about seventy-five

have died in all, but the mortality was, but a

few days ago, lessening.

" I am, dear sir, your unaffected, humble

servant, Nicholas Collin."
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Those who are familiar with the life of

Bishop White,* will remember how heroic-

ally he behaved during these sickly seasons,

to which the Swedish minister refers.

The General Convention of 1Y99 met in

Christ Chm'ch, Philadelphia, on the 11th of

June ; the House of Clerical and Lay depu-

ties consisting of twenty-nine members, and

the House ofBishops numbering/bi^r. These

were Bishops "White, Provoost, Bass, and

The Pev. Mr. Croes presented the testi-

monials from New Jersey, recommending

the Pev. Dr. Ogden for Bishop. After ma-

ture deliberation, the following resolution

was passed

:

*' Whereas doubts have arisen in the minds

of some members of the Convention, whether

all the priests who voted in the election of

the Pev. TJzal Ogden, D.D., to the office of

^ See Life of Bishop White, in this series, p. 46.

8*
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a Bishop in the State of IS'ew Jersey were so

qualified, as to constitute tbem a majority of

the resident and officiating priests, in the

said State, according to the meaning of the

canon in this case made and provided ; and

whereas, in a matter of so great importance

to the interest of religion and the honor of

our Church, it is not only necessary that they

who concur in recommending to an office so

very sacred should have a full conviction of

the fitness of the person they recommend,

but that they should also be perfectly satisfied

with respect to the regularity of every step

which had been taken in the business

:

"Resolved, therefore, that in the opinion

of the House of Deputies, all proceedings

respecting the consecration of the Rev. Uzal

Ogden, D.D., ought to be suspended until a

future Convention of the State of New Jer-

sey shall declare their sense of the subject."

As this case of Dr. Ogden is an interesting

and important one, the author applied to one
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who was familiar with all the facts to collect

them for him, that both sides might be fairly

presented, and the following is the result

:

The Eev. TJzal Ogden officiated in Trinity-

Church, IN^ewark, and St. John's, Elizabeth-

town, as early as 1Y84. He was chosen rec-

tor of the former on the 3d of November

;

but althongh he was the acting minister of

the parish, he did not accept of the rector-

ship imtil August, 1788. In 1794 he found

himself unable, from the loss of voice, to dis-

charge all his duties ; an assistant, therefore,

was for some years provided for him. He
partially recovered, but in 1803 his infirm-

ity was so great that many of the congrega-

tion complained that they could not under-

stand anything that he said in the pulpit.

On the sixteenth of August, 1798, while he

had the benefit of an assistant, he was elected

Bishop of the diocese. In 1799, the General

Convention suspended all proceedings re-

specting his consecration until (as was stated
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on a former page) a future Convention of

the State of [N'ew Jersey liad declared their

sense of the subject. Dr. Ogden was elected

a second time hj the Convention of ITew Jer^

sey ; but a small minority of that body, viz.,

the Rev. Mr. Waddell, and Robert Morris,

and J. M. Wallace, Esqs., issued, in October,

1799, a circular, which was sent to the several

Standing Committees throughout the Union,

at the close of which they said: "Let the

moral character of the gentleman proposed

for consecration stand as high as it may, yet

the expediency of the measure in general is

denied by many ; while with several of both

orders it is a matter of doubt how far the

^sufficiency in good learning^ of the Rev.

candidate may enable him to perform the

duties of his station, and to reflect that credit

upon the Church which arises from conspicu-

ous and acknowleged abilities." In 1801 the

House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, in Gen-

eral Convention, refused to sign Dr. Ogden's
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testimonjals. In 1802, difficulties arose in

the parisli of which he was rector, independ-

ently of those which grew out of his bodily

infirmities. He was charged with violating

the canons of the Church, preaching in Pres-

byterian and Methodist places of worship

without using the Liturgy, etc., etc.

Stormy vestry meetings were held, and

much personal altercation ensued. On one

occasion, in June, 1803, the rector declared

that, agreeably to the charter of the Church,

he had a negative on all questions in the

vestry; he pronounced the question before

them lost, although there was a majority of

three in the affirmative, and adjourned the

vestry without day. A congregational meet-

ing was held, and another vestry meeting,

and at length the rector was declared to be

removed, and the church was closed. But

by the charter of the church the rector was

vested with certain rights for life. A law-

suit, therefore, followed, and the vestry were
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worsted. In June, 1804, the vestiy memorial-

ized the Convention of the State on the sub-

ject. Dr. Ogden was advised by the Con-

vention to resign on certain conditions, but

he declined. The vestry thereupon, in Sep-

tember, sent a memorial to the General Con-

vention, and the canon was passed, entitled

"Respecting Differences," etc.* A special

Convention of 'New Jersey was held in De-

cember, 1804, and Dr. Ogden presented an

address, in which he said that he withdrew

from the Protestant Episcopal Church, but

that he would continue to discharge his duties

as rector of Trinity Church, ISTewark, and as

a minister of the Church of England, con-

formably to the constitution and charter of

his Church, and his letters of orders, etc.,

under the hand and seal of the Bishop of

London. He further declared that the canon

of the General Convention lately passed had

<* Bioren's Journals, p. 236.
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been bronglit forward by the Rev. John

Croes, and that it was " arbitrary, tyrannical,

repugnant to the principles of civil and reli-

gious freedom, places the clergy in a very per-

ilous situation, and may excite the laity to

insult, and to quarrel with them."*

^ In regard to this canon, it should be stated that

Bishop White said, in his Memoir of the Church, that it

" deserves the name of a necessary, but it is hoped, only

a temporary evil. The apprehension of the abuses of it

has been verified." He questioned its principle "on
the ground that there should be no severance from a pas-

toral charge except as the result of a trial for alleged mis-

conduct, which is most agreeable to the idea of exalting

law above will."

As some of my readers may be curious to see this canon,

and may not have a copy of the old Convention Journals,

I will append it to this note. " In cases of controversy

between ministers, who now, or may hereafter, hold the

rectorship of churches or parishes, and the vestry or con-

gregation of such churches or parishes, which controversies

are of such a nature as cannot be settled by themselves,

the parties, or either of them, shall make application to

the Bishop of the diocese, or, in case there be no Bishop,

to the Convention of the State. And if it appear to the

Bishop and his Presbyters, or, if there be no Bishop, to

the Convention, or the Standing Committee of the dio-

cese or State, if the authority shall be committed to thefti
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In the month of May following, Dr. Ogden,

in conformity with the provisions of the can-

on, was suspended from the exercise of any

ministerial duties in New Jersey. In less

by the Convention, that the controversy has proceeded to

such lengths as to preclude all hope of its favorable term-

ination, and that a dissolution of the connection which

exists between them is indispensably necessary to restore

the peace and promote the prosperity of the Church, the

Bishop and his Presbyters, or, if there be no Bishop, the

Convention or the Standing Committee of the diocese or

State, if the authority should be committed to them by

the Convention, shall recommend to such ministers to re-

linquish their titles to their rectorship, on such conditions

as may appear reasonable and proper to the Bishop and

his Presbyters, or, if there be no Bishop, to the Conven-

tion, or the Standing Committee of the diocese or State,

if the authority should be committed to them by the Con-

vention. And if such rectors or corporations refuse to

comply with such recommendation, the Bishop and his

Presbyters, or, etc., shall proceed, according to the can-

ons of the Church, to suspend the former from the exer-

cise of any ministerial functions within the diocese or

State, and prohibit the latter from a seat in the Conven-

tion, until they retract such refusal, and submit to the

terms of recommendation ; and any minister so suspended

shall not be permitted, during his suspension, to exercise

an^ ministerial duties in any other diocese or State," etc.
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than five months he applied to the Presbytery

of ^ew York for admission into the Presby-

terian ministry, and was received on the

ground that, as he had lately resigned the

rectorship, the suspension was now null and

void.

9



DEATH OF GENERAL WASHINGTON—HIS INTEREST IN THE

OHTTECH—ME. CEOES's FUNERAL DISC0UE8E—ME. STOCK-

TON'S LETTER—AN AMUSING CIRCUMSTANCE SOCIETY

OF CINCINNATI, ITS ORIGIN AND OBJECTS WRITING AN
ORATION TO ORDER THE LADIES NOT TO BE OVER-

LOOKED THE IMPORTANT DOCUMENT FURNISHED AND
SENT OFF TIDINGS FROM IT A DELICATE WAY OF RE-

WARDING THE AUTHOR.

HE year 1799 was memorable not

only for important proceedings in

the councils of the Church, but for a

sad calamity which befel the whole

nation, in the death of General

Washington. He departed this life

on the 14th of December, in the communion

of the holy Church at whose altars he had

been consecrated in Baptism in early infancy,

and in whose welfare and advancement he

had always manifested a commendable zeal.



GENERAL WASHINGTON. 99

Orations and sermons were delivered in

almost every place, setting forth the virtue

of this great and good man. Mr. Croes's

discourse on the occasion was afterwards

published. It is referred to in the following

letter from one of the prominent laymen of

Kew Jersey

:

"Trenton, Ajrril 15th, A. D. 1800.

" My Dear Sir—Be pleased to accept my
very cordial acknowledgment of thanks for

your respected favor contained in the com-

memorative discourse on the death of our

much lamented chief, whose loss is the sub-

ject of such general regret.

" I have seen great effusions of genius

exhibited on this occasion, but can say with

sincerity that I have not read one of them

with greater, and few with equal, pleasure,

to that which I experienced in the perusal of

yours. Indeed, it satisfied me more com-

pletely than others on a subject which I
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deemed of the first importance, viz., the re-

ligious character of General Washington.

I have derived great consolation from

receiving such authentic information, as I

must deem yours to be, in regard to his

Christian character.

" With best v^ishes for your temporal and

eternal welfare, I remain, dear sir, very sin-

cerely and affectionately your friend,

"Lucius Hokatio Stockton."

While speaking of eulogiums upon Wash-

ington, it will be proper to mention an amus-

ing circumstance, in this connection, at the

same time withholding the names of persons

and places, for reasons which will be ob-

vious enough.

It will be best, however, to explain to those

unacquainted with it, the nature of the Soci-

ety of the Cincinnati, alluded to in the com-

munication which is to follow.

At the close of the American Revolution,
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when the army was about to be disbanded,

it was agreed, at the suggestion of General

Ejiox, that the officers should organize a so-

ciety by which their long cherished friend-

ship and social intercourse might be perpet-

uated. As most of them had come forward

from the rank of ordinary citizens, to take

up arms in defence of their country, and

now that freedom had been secured, were

about to retire to private life, the name of the

illustrious Roman, Cincinnatus^ was bestowed

upon their order, inasmuch as they were fol-

lowing his example.

The Society was to meet every year, on

the 4th of July; and General Washington

was the first president, which office he con-

tinued to hold until his death.*

In April, 1800, when the question as to

the proper mode of celebrating the next an-

* For a full and interesting account of this Society,

with copies of its badges, etc., see Lossing's Field-Book,

Vol. II., p. 125.

9*
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niversaiy of American Independence began

to be agitated, a prominent military gentle-

man of 'New Jersey thus wrote to Mr. Croes

:

" I have, my dear sir, a very special favor

to solicit from you ; and I feel a peculiar

pleasure in asking, because I am sensible

your friendship will lead you to an indul-

gence of it, if it can be done without too

great a sacrifice of that time which the

necessary duties of your sacred office re-

quire.

The Society of the Cincinnati some time

since appointed me to deliver the annual

oration on the 4th of July next. At the

time of my a]3pointment I saw no difficulty

in the acceptance ; but an event has since

occurred (the death of our beloved Washing-

ton) which will require from me a very

different oration from that I then contem-

plated, and I must frankly confess, that

however qualified I may be to prepare one
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of the ordinary kind, yet so many on the

solemn occasion have recently issued from

the press, that I feel myself altogether un-

equal to the task, and consequently must

shrink from the attempt. Although I do not

consider myself bound to pronounce an eulo-

gium, yet as it will be the first meeting of

the Society since the death of our illustrious

chief, it will certainly be expected that

something be said on the mournful event.

" Thus circumstanced, my dear sir, I have

become an humble supplicant ; and if you can

think well of gratifying my request, you will

lay me under a lasting obligation. As to the

subject-matter of the oration, other than that

which relates to the General, I will submit

altogether to yourself. Perhaps it may be

proper at the present critical moment to

press the importance of imion—that it is our

only safety, and without destroying the gov-

ernment, there cannot be any centre of union

other than the government itself—that jeal-
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ousj and suspicion are incompatible with the

spirit of our government, etc.

The topics are numerous ; and such as you

may thiuk proper to select, I shall most

cheerfully acquiesce in. As the oration will

be delivered to a band of brothers, you will

readily enter into my feelings in speaking of

the loss we have sustained in the death of

our common father. I have only to add,

my good sir, that I shall be proud in mak-

ing a suitable return for the labor you may

bestow on the occasion.

" "With every wish for your happiness, ac-

companied with my best respects to your

amiable partner, I remain, very respectfully,

" Your most obedient servant."

Mr. Croes's obliging disposition would not

permit him to say no, and he accordingly

promised to prepare the oration.

A few weeks later the military gentleman

writes again, and suggests that as many ladies
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would be present on the occasion, it might

be well to insert something appropriate for

them.

The oration was finished in due season and

sent to its destination. On the 25th of July

the following letter makes us acquainted

with its safe arrival, and the efiect which its

delivery produced in Trenton.

"The oration was received with satisfac-

tion by the audience, if I may judge from

the uncommon manner in which it was ap-

probated, when I concluded."^ Having com-

^ The Rev. Mr. Frazer on this occasion '* addressed the

throne of grace in a pertinent prayer.
'

' After the exer-

cises in the place of worship the members of the Society-

dined together. One of the regular toasts was, " May
modem Illuminism speedily cease to benight the world."

At half after six o' clock '

' the Society went in a body

(having previously received a polite invitation-note) to

the State House, where the ladies had assembled, and

were regaled with tea and cake. Beauty and hospitality

(said the editor of the N. Jersey Journal) gave a zest to

the entertainment.
'

'
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mitted it very correctly to memory, I felt

less embarrassment in the delivery of it than

I had contemplated, and which, I believe,

contributed to my success. I expect to leave

home the early part of next week, for Cape

May court, and do not expect to return till

the 8th of next month; as soon after as a lit-

tle leisure presents, I will make you a copy

of the oration.

" In a recent transaction, I did no more than

my duty ; and you, my good sir, far over-rate

its importance. The motives which led to it

shall be explained to you with candor. Since

I came to this town, I have expended not

only a very large sum of money in the erec-

tion of a place of worship, to which I do not

belong, but have been at considerable ex-

pense, with many other of my friends, in the

support of its pastor. I have for some time

past thought it would be at least as becom-

ing and proper in me, if I contributed a

little to the pastors of the Church in which I
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was educated, and of whicli I am a member,

though a very unworthy one. Under this

impression, I considered a character so much

beloved and respected as yours as having

the first claim to what little I could spare of

this world's goods. And if it should please

the Almighty graciously to smile upon me,

as he has hitherto done, I purpose to continue

in the same mode of acting. As to a com-

pensation for the oration, I consider it alto-

gether as out of the question. I do not

expect that an opportunity will ever offer

wherein I shall be able to repay your good-

ness ; but rest assured that if such a one

should present, I will seize it with avidity.

" I am extremely sorry for your recent in-

disposition, and sincerely regret that you still

experience its effects. That you may be

speedily restored to your wonted health,

accompanied with every other blessing, is

the sincere wish and ardent prayer of your

much obliged and humble servant."



TWELVE TEAES' LABOE—CALL TO NEW BEUNSWIOK—DE-

CLINES—DE. COLLItf's ADVICE FOE SECUEITY OF CHUEOH

PEOPEETY—UNSETTLED CONDITION OF POLITICAL AF-

FAIES—SECOND CALL TO NEW BEUNSWICK—ME. CE0E3

CONCLUDES TO GO AN OLD-TIME CALL PEESEEVED—

DE. COLLIN's ANXIETY—A LONG JOUENEY IN WAGONS

GEATIFYING TESTIMONIAL FEOM THE VESTEY AT

SWEDESBOEOUGH— AEEIVAL AT NEW BEUNSWICK

LETTEE FEOM DE. STEATTON.

R. CEOES had now been labor-

=:^ ing, most diligently, for twelve

*[y years in the parish of Swedesbor-

<*ngh and the region round about.

Instead of the state of confusion

and disorder which prevailed in

the beginning, the fruits of his faithful efforts

had begun to cheer his heart. In August,

1800. Mr. Croes received a call to the rector-
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ship of Clirist Church, ITew Brunswick,

which he promptly declined.

The same summer Dr. Collin writes him a

long letter, giving some advice concerning

the temporal afiairs of the chm-ch at Swedes-

borough.

" I hope that you will persuade the vestry,"

he says, " as to the propriety of investing the

pecuniary funds of the church in a profitable

landed estate near Swedesborough. Con-

sider how precarious the political situation of

this country is. What shocks from foreign

powers, and what convulsions from internal

folly and treason, may derange it ; and that

in such deplorable events the former cruel

robberies by paper tender will be renewed.

The Church might then lose nearly the whole

estate, that has cost the ministers and the

good part of the people such pains to acquire.

" The same salutary counsel I have given

to the congregation of Wilmington, and they

have thanked me for it. All this I do from

10
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a conscientious regard to a people in some

degree Swedish, and whose spiritual concerns

were for a long period, in a great measure,

intrusted to Swedish clergy ; and. observe,

from my long acquaintance with the politics

of this country, and my daily extensive op-

portunity of noticing the fatal dissensions

that prevail throughout it."

The strength of our government had not

then been fairly tested, and it is not surpris-

ing that a foreigner, who had witnessed so

many political changes in the Old World,

should be constantly apprehensive of dis-

turbances in the New.

In May, 1801, Mr. Croes received a second

call to take charge of Christ Church, 'New

Brunswick.* As a specimen of the way in

- The first step (says Bishop White in his Memoirs) to-

wards the forming of a collective body of the Episcopal

Church in the United States, was taken (through the me-
diuni of the Rev. Abraham Beach) at a meeting of a few

clergymen of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania
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whicli such transactions were arranged at that

day, I shall quote a part of the official docu-

ment sent by the vestry.

" It is hereby resolved and agreed unani-

mously, that the Eev. John Croes, of Swedes-

borough, I^^. J., be invited to accept the regu-

lar and stated rectorship of this church from

and after the first day of l!Toveraber next, at

a salary of three hundred and seventy-five

dollars per annum, to be paid by four quar-

at Brunswick, in New Jersey, on the 13th and 14th of May,

1784. The first day was chiefly taken up with discussing

principles of ecclesiastical union. The next morning (in

consequence of new information received), it was agreed

"that nothing should he urged further on the subject"

at present. But before the clergy parted, it was deter-

mined to procure a larger meeting on the 5th of the en-

suing October, in New York, "to confer and agree on

some general principles of an union of the Episcopal

Church throughout the States.
'

'

" Here [says the present rector of Christ Church] did the

Lord cause that ' noble vine,' which He before had plant-

ed, ' to take deep root ; and it has filled the land. She

has sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches

unto the river. The hills are covered with the shadow of

it, and the boughs thereof are like the goodly cedars. '

'

'
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terly payments. For whicla he is to preach

in the said church fifty-two sermons a year,

that is to say, one on each Sunday, or one

sermon a day on two Sundays out of three

during six months ; and two sermons a day

on two Sundays out of three during the other

six months, the time to be regulated by the

vestry, or at the rate of fifty-two sermons a

year on Sundays, in such other order as

shall, from time to time, be mutually agreed

upon between him and the vestry."

Mr. Croes, having seriously considered the

matter, felt that it would be best for him to

go, and he accordingly returned a favorable

answer.

As soon as Dr. Collin heard of this determ-

ination, he began to look around for a suitable

successor to Mr. Croes, lest all which had

been done by his zealous efiTorts might be

lost. He corresponds with Mr. Croes on the

subject, and ofi"ers some valuable sugges-

tions.
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The congregation at Swedesborongh were

veiy sorry to part with their minister, and as

an evidence of their attachment, the follow-

ing action was taken by the vestry

:

*'The wardens and vestrymen of Trinity

Church, at Swedesborongh, in the State of

New Jersey, to all whom it may concern

:

Be it known, that the Eeverend John Croes,

our present minister, being about to leave us

and relinquish his care and duties towards us

as our pastor, we have concurred in opinion

to present him with a testimonial illustrative

of our respect and attachment to him, of his

zeal, fidelity, and piety in discharging the

important office that he has held, and of our

regret in being deprived of his excellent ad-

vice from the pulpit, and his exemplary con-

duct in the private walks of life ; that he

has resided in our congregation and been,

minister thereof for twelve years ; that under

his tutelar care of the Church its true inter-

10*



114 LIFE OF BISHOP CE0E3.

ests have been advanced, religion been pro-

gressing, and infidelity not been suffered to

lift up its head amongst us ; that as a cit-

izen and neighbor his conduct has been vir-

tuous, affectionate, and kind ; that his depart-

ure from us occasions among the members

of the Church, in general, unfeigned sorrow

;

that the wardens and vestrymen are partic-

ularly impressed with feelings of deep regret

on account of it ; that they are sensible of

the difficulty of supplying the Church with a

successor who shall be his equal.

"Signed on behalf of the wardens and

vestry. Thomas Beown, Clerk."

''SwEDESBOROiJGH, Octoher 17th, 1801."

The journey from Swedesborough to !N"ew

Brunswick was long and fatiguing, espe-

cially as Mr. Croes was obliged to carry his

family and household effects in wagons,

which proceeded slowly.

He regretted also that the time proposed
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for their removal would prevent his attend-

ance at the General Convention ; this being

the only occasion of his absence since he had

been honored with a seat in that body.

Soon after Mr. Croes had settled at 'New

Brunswick, he was gratilied by the receipt of

a letter from Dr. James Stratton, a highly

intelligent gentleman of Swedesborough, and

father of the late Governor of ISTew Jersey.

" We had justly provoked God to remove

our candlestick out of its place, by our luke-

warmness in the things of religion, as well as

by innumerable actual transgressions of His

righteous laws ; and we have little reason to

hope for a return of His favor, until we return

to Him by a sincere and deep repentance for

our manifold deviations from duty, and until

we obtain a disposition to testify our grati-

tude for the inestimable blessings of the Gos-

pel, by yielding obedience to its precepts,

and making competent provision for its sup-



116 LIFE OF BISHOP CEOES.

port. It is but just to say that this congre-

gation is under great obligations to you, for

your faithful and zealous attention to pro-

mote both their spiritual and temporal inter-

ests, and it is with sincere regret I reflect on

the difficulties you have had to encounter,

and the unworthy return you have received.

But, my dear sir, remember, for your consola-

tion, that the most unimportant service done

for Christ shall not lose its reward. May

you, during the remainder of life, enjoy that

peace which passeth all understanding, and

finally be received with 'Well done, good

and faithful servant.' As I hope to have

reason forever to bless God for your minis-

try, I have yet one favor to ask, and that is,

that I may not be forgotten in your prayers.

" Yours affectionately,

"Ja^ies Stratton."



THE OLD DUTCH TOWN OF BRTJNSWICK:—ANTIQUE GABLES

—BATTERED "WALLS OF THE CHUECH—MORE HARD "WORK

FOR MR. CROES—ST. PETER^S, SPOTSWOOD—SMALL SAL-

ARY LETTER FROM MR. HOBAET MR. CROES ONCE

MORE A TEACHER OF YOUTH QUEEN's COLLEGE—WHAT
HE DID FOR THAT INSTITUTION, AND SO LITTLE SAID

ABOUT IT—TEACHES IN MISS HAY's SEMINARY—WIDE-

SPREAD DIFLUENCE—MR. FELTUS'S HONORABLE TRIB-

UTE TO MR. CROES INTERESTING LETTER.

EW BRUi^SWICK is an old Dutch

town, situated upon the banks of

the Karitan, about fifteen miles

from the mouth. At the time of

Mr. Croes's removal there it num-

bered about two thousand inhabi-

tants ; many of the houses, built of wood and

painted red, presenting their antique gables

to the street.

The Episcopal church had been erected
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before the "VYar of Independence, and its

solid walls of stone bore many marks of the

trying scenes through which it had passed."^

® The members of tlie Church living in New Bruns-

wick probably worshipped in the first place at Piscataqua,

a settlement on the east side of the Karitan, two miles

distant. The church at Piscataqua was built in 1722, and

in 17-42 the people of the two congregations marked out

a place for a new church, which was erected, and described

as " a handsome wooden chapel." The Rev. Mr. Skin-

ner, the missionary at Perth Amboy, at the mouth of the

Raritan, reported in 1744, " that zeal for God's worship

among the inhabitants had 'stirred them up to the build-

ing of a church" in New Brunswick. In 1745 the inhab-

itants petitioned the Society in England to send them a

missionary. The Rev. Mr. Wood was in 1750-51 appointed

missionary to the churches of New Brunswick and Eliza-

bethtown. His successor, "the Rev. Mr. Seabury, Jr.,"

arrived in New Brunswick on the 25th of May, 1754. In

1756 Mr. Seabury removed to Jamaica, L. I., but endeav-

ored to visit New Brunswick and to officiate on every

seventh Sunday. On one of his inissionary tours, says

the Rev. Mr. Stubbs, " an incident occurred, which proved

nearly fatal to the career of this celebrated man. While

returning in a sail-boat from Brunswick to New York, a

sudden gust of wind arose, which threatened to upset the

little bark. The danger was increased by the obstinacy of

the steersman, who would not, or could not, govern the

boat. Mr. Seabury submitted in patience, as long as it
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The new clergyman found the congregation

extremely feeble, but having already been

accustomed to difficulties and trials in his

former parish, he was prepared to meet

every fresh trouble with a stout heart. He
devoted his time and talents, with his accus-

tomed diligence, to the spiritual welfare of

his flock at I^ew Brunswick, and gave a

portion of his ministerial services to St. Peter's

Church, Spotswood. As the people of his

charge were not able to afford him a salary

sufficient to defray the necessary expenses

could be done with safety ; at last he seized the helm,

thrust the man away from it, and guided the vessel to

the shore. A crowd of anxious spectators were gathered

on the beach, who felt so indignant at the conduct of the

helmsman, in exposing the life of the faithful missionary,

that they laid hands on him as soon as he reached the

land," and gave him a flogging.

*'Mr. Seabury was thus providentially saved 'from

perishing by water,' to become, long afterwards, a gov-

ernor of the ark of Christ's Church, which has been more
than once preserved by his firmness and skill from the

winds and storms that threatened her destruction."
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of his family, Mr. Croes was obliged to en-

gage in the toilsome business of instructing

youth.^

* An Incident in the History of Christ Church, New Brunsioick.

—" In Feb., 1803, the spire of the church was struck by

lightning, and wholly consumed. The building itself

was in imminent danger of being destroyed ; and the ex-

citement produced by it throughout the town was so

great, that to this day it is spoken of by the older inhab-

itants as one of the great events of the period. ' Wlien

the fire raged with the greatest violence [says Bishop

Croes, in his account of this fearful scene] , and when tlie

prospect of saving the building was almost nothing, a

sudden squall of wind and snow commenced, and blew

the flakes, sparks, and burning timber in such profusion

over the roof, and indeed over that part of the town be-

tween it and the river, that not only all hope was lost of

the church, but the greatest apprehensions were enter-

tained for the town. The whole atmosphere seemed on

fire. Houses one hundred yards distant were covered

with sparks to such a degree that the roofs appeared like

a mass of fire ; and had it not been for the snow, that

fell in great profusion, and the wet state of the houses,

no human exertions could have saved the town.' "

—

Rev.

Alfred Stubbs' Records.

The steeple was rebuilt in the course of a few months,

some friends of the Church in New York and Savannah

'having lent their aid to the work ; and from its fine pro-

portions has been an object of general admiration. The
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It will be remembered that Bishop Ho-

bart, in the earlier days of his ministry, had

char2:e of the church in 'New Brunswick for

a year.

In 1799, he writes to Mr. Croes at Swedes-

borough, and when speaking of the feeble

condition of the parish at Brunswick, re-

marks :
" I w^ish very much that a connection

could take place between the churches of

Amboy and Brunswick. The latter is in a

situation to be made respectable by the ser-

vices of a minister who could attach their

salvation of the main building is ascribed, under Provi-

dence, principally to the exertions of Capt. George Farmer,

who in 1777 had distinguished himself by his prompt-

ness and energy, when Col. John Neilson, of New Bruns-

wick, surprised the outpost of British troops at Bennett's

Island, in the Raritan. (See the American Annual Register,

1832-3, p. 437.) The Captain resided on the east side of

the Raritan, and was in the act of shaving, when it was

announced to him that the steeple was on fire. He in-

stantly rushed out of the house, jumped upon a horse

that was neither saddled nor bridled, rode into town, and

was very soon mounted on the roof of the church.

11
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affections. But without an union witli some

other church, thej are not competent to the

support of a minister. They are now dis-

posed to an union with Amboy, and I think

the business could be effected by a clergy-

man who would unite their mutual esteem

and respect, and the support of the Church in

those two places is certainly a very desirable

object." This letter was written, it will be

observed, two years before Mr. Croes's re-

moval to Brunswick.

In May, 1801, at the invitation of the

vestry of Christ Church, in conjunction with

the trustees of Queen's College, Mr. Croes

opened a school in the building which had

been erected for that institution, where he

discharged his duties as a classical instructor

with great success. His ministerial labors

were, however, by no means neglected.

Pupils came from the most remote parts of

the Union to secure for themselves the ad-

vantages of the promising school, and for
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seven years tlie faithful pastor and teacher

continued at his post. Impaired health at

length obliged Mr. Croes to relinquish the

charge of the Academy.

Previous to 1801, Queen's College had, to

all intents and purposes, been dead for eleven

years. Mr. Croes was the man who revived

it from this low estate, and gave it a name to

live. And yet, strange to say, in all the

memoirs, lectures, and addresses which have

professed to give a history of this institution,

no reference is made to the Episcopal clergy-

man who performed this difficult work.^

About the year 1811, Mr. Croes began to

act as an instructor in geography and Euglish

grammar (two branches of which he was

very fond), in a high school for young ladies,

of which Miss Sophia Hay was the principal.

In those days, but few Church schools of a

^'- A just statement of Bishop Croes's labors in Queen's,

now Rutger's, College was published in the New Bruns-

wick Fredonian, in 1854, signed R. B. C.
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higli order were in existence, and hence

scholars flocked to New Brunswick, not only

from the cities and towns along the Atlantic

border, but from Kentucky and Tennessee,

and other distant States.

Mr. Croes did a great deal in the literary

department of this institution, towards form-

ing the minds and mannei'S of those whose

conduct in after life has borne ample testi-

mony to the fidelity of their honored in--

structor.

The Rev. Mr. Feltus, who succeeded Mr.

Croes in the parish of Swedesborough, writ-

ing to him in December, 1806, pays this

honorable tribute to his predecessor's worth.

"A circumstance with which I am much

affected is the loss of three of our commu-

nion. Sally Key was the first that retired

since you were with us ; she died in great

peace. Old Mr. E^er filled up the measure

of his pilgrimage about three weeks ago.
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He frequently mentioned to his pious friends

' the great comfort with which he was sup-

ported'—that the way was clear—* he longed

to be gone.'

" Our beloved friend, Ezekiel Lock, fol-

lowed after in a few days. If with propriety

it may be said of human weakness, I can say

of him, he was ' a good and faithful servant'

of the living God. I visited him weekly, not

from any sense of duty, but for my own edi-

fication. His peace was ' as a river.' The

afternoon before he died he received the Holy

Sacrament. He called for and comforted his

wife and children. He continued alternately

praying and praising and comforting his

friends, till he could speak no more, and even

then his lips continued moving, and by signs

with his hands, and from the joy of his coun-

tenance, gave them to understand his tri-

umphant close.

" At Christmas, we had an addition of

eight to our communion, so that, upon the

11*
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whole, we are not falliDg behind. ' Others

have labored, and I have entered into their

labors.' Depend uj)on it, mj friend, your

twelve years' efforts have not been in vain.

These are the timbers upon which you have

spent so much labor and trimming to give

them form. These are the fruits of the

excellent and moulding discipline of our

Church, prudently and faithfully supported

for so many years. Would to God that all

our disorderly brethren were either convert-

ed, or removed to some other denominations,

for our Church principally suffers from those

instruments formed from her own bowels.

" As candidates for honest fame, we should

certainly be desirous of 'a good report.'

But when a man treads down the dignity of

the ministerial character, in the vulgar cant

of whining religionists, to obtain the slovenly

adulations of the ignorant, he deserves to be

neglected and despised.

" I think I feel an honorable pride in say-
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mg, that I have followed your pian of sup-

porting with respect the authority of our

rubrics, and I enjoy the comfortable fruits

of so many years' labor in seeing godly and

pious people attached to their duty.

" Believe me, our prayers and good wishes

are reciprocated. I have no doubt that I

obtain the benefit of yours, and if mine are

found worthy to ascend, they are pledged in

your favor.

" I thank you for your kindness
;
please to

write on one of the blank leaves of Knox,

—for Mr. CroeSj a token of respect frotn his

friend H. J. Feltus.



SMALL ]SrUMBEE OF CLEEGT NUMEEOIJS CALLS TO EE-

MOVE TO OTHEE PLACES—ME. CEOES's FAMILY—TWO
SONS IN THE MINISTEY JOHN CE0E8, JE. BEIEF OUT-

LINE OF HIS CAEEEE—LETTEES FEOM HIS FATHEE—AM-

BITION AS A STUDENT IMPAIEED HEALTH AND LOW
SPIEITS—THE WOEK OF GOD's SPIEIT IN THE HEAET

JUST VIEWS OF EEPENTANOE—UNNATUEAL DEJECTION

TOO MUCH ON THE DAEK SIDE GEADUATES WITH

HONOE—A PEDESTEIAN TOUE TO WHEELING, VIEGINIA

OEDINATION.

]^ Mr. Croes's day the number of our

) clergy was so small, and tlie demand

for their services so great, that he was

frequently invited to change his place

of residence. On looking over the

parcels of letters now in our posses-

sion, we find calls to the parishes in Elizabeth-

town, ITew Jersey; Middletown and Hart-

ford, Connecticut ; and other places. He was
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also solicited to take charge of literary insti-

tutions in 'New Hampsliire, Connecticut, and

New York, but all these offers were declined.

There was work enough to be done in his

native State, and he preferred to remain and

take his share of it.

Mr. Croes's family consisted of eight

children, five sons and three daughters, only

two of whom still survive.

Two of his sons became clergymen of the

Church. John, the eldest of these, was born

in J^ewark, September 22d, 178T. He re-

ceived his education at ^Nassau Hall, and

for a time assisted his father in the gi'ammar

school of Queen's College. After he became

a clergyman, he occupied a prominent place

in the diocese of New Jersey, and in 1832

he received a very flattering vote for the

Bishopric. He died in 1849.

We have given this brief outline of his

honorable and useful career in order to

introduce some letters written to him, by
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his fatlier, while John was a college stu-

dent.

It appears that he was ambitious of honors,

and applied himself very closely to his books.

His health became impaired, and being con-

stitutionally despondent, and at the same

time extremely anxious for the welfare of

his soul, he underwent great trials. Some

extracts from his father's letters on the oc-

casion will not be uninteresting.

JSFovem'ber 28, 1804.—" Your letter was

so unexpected, that I could not but be very

much affected with it. I hope that it is a real

operation of the Spirit of God upon your

heart, and not the effect of dejection and

melancholy, accompanied with too close an

application to study. That in order to be re-

conciled to God through the blood of Jesus,

you must go through the necessary, though

frequ-ently distressing, exercise of repentance,

is a truth you are not unacquainted with

;

and experiencing these very feelings should
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operate as an encouragement that God will

ultimately be gracious to you and restore

you to His favor. Jesus is all-sufficient to

save even the vilest of sinners ; and if you

put your trust in Him alone, and plead with

Him for the exercise of His mercy towards

you, He will in His own good time afford

that comfort you now so greatly need."

After spending a few days at home, at hig

father's instance he returned to college, and

soon received the following, dated December

9th.

" I hope that those feelings relative to your

reconciliation with God have not returned in

such a degree as to unfit you for the duties

of college. I would by no means be under-

stood to discourage a rational and just re-

pentance ; but it sometimes happens that

persons, from looking wholly on the dark

side of things, not considering the mercy as

well as the justice of God, get into a melan-

choly, despairing state, and finally become
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insanej quoad hoc. This is most desirable to

avoid, at the same time that we encourage

all religious exercises that are rational and

founded on the Word of God. I hope that by

frequently recurring to the promises of God,

together with a faithful use of the means of

grace, and a conscientious walk in the path

of His commandments, trusting in the merits

of Christ, you will shortly obtain * that peace

which passeth all understanding,' ' and

grace to help in time of need.' I feel very

anxious, my dear son, about your welfare,

and pray that God may make you an instru-

ment to promote His glory."

On January 15th, 1805, the father thus

wrote :

" As your examination is so near, I need

not admonish you of the necessity of devot-

ing every minute to your studies, in order to

be prepared. By this examination your

character will be formed, as I suppose it

will be in the presence of the faculty. I
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hope that by this time your mind is more at

ease, etc."

January ^%th.—" Your letter of the 26th

considerably alarms me. I am suspicious

that a part of your feelings, at least, springs

from debility of body. If so, perhaps it

would be better for you to return home for

the remainder of the session, as study, es-

pecially intense study, will increase it. I

am very glad that you did not fail in your

examination. You must not indulge an idea

of despairing. ITo person of your age and

manner of life ever despaired of God's mercy,

unless from a peculiar state of mind produced

by nervous debility. It is dishonoring God

to suppose that He will not help our infirm-

ities, and fulfil His gracious promises. Christ

came to bind up the broken-hearted ; to give

liberty to the captive ; to save to the utter-

most all that come unto God through Him.

"Your afi'ectionate and commiserating

father."

12
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February 11th.—The letter of this date

is very much in the same strain, containing

several passages of Scripture, encouraging

and consolatory. " You look [said the writ-

er] too much perhaps on the dark side, or

you may place a certain merit in repentance,

which is erroneous ; there is no merit but in

Christ. I am pleased [he adds] with your

resolution to continue, provided it do not in-

jure you. Employment, perhaps, is useful to

keep your mind from poring upon its dis-

tresses, which no constitution could long

support." He learns that his "standing is

very good," he and I^ead being looked upon

as "the two best." (Read was the son of

George Read, Esq., of ISTew Castle, Delaware,

whom President Smith spoke of in one of his

letters, "as among the most respectable in

fortune and station in that State.")

Four days afterwards, February 15th, a

request went to Dr. Smith that John might

be permitted to return home for the residue
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of the session, and the hope was expressed

that before the next session he would ^' obtain

the desired relief." In the following June,

John was again at his studies, and his father

writes to him :
" You must not remit your

bodily exercise, as your health absolutely

requires it, and you must be careful to keep

up those devotional exercises which are so

necessary to preserve and promote the life of

God in the soul."

In June, 1807, young Croes received his

degree of A.B. with honor. In 1808, for the

improvement of his health, he made a pedes-

trian tour to Wheeling, Yirginia, which at

that day was regarded as a considerable feat.

On his return, he studied with his father for

the ministry, and was ordained Deacon by

Bishop Moore, of New York, in Trinity

Church, on the 24th of June, 1809.



A HIGHER POSITION GAINTID— WELL-DESERVED COMPLI-

MENT FROM COLUMBIA COLLEGE LIGHT AND SHADE

DEATH OF HIS SON WILLIAM BEAUTIFUL LETTER

—

CHOSEN BISHOP OF CONNECTICUT—THIS APPOINTMENT

DECLINED—IMPORTANT ACTION IN NEW JERSEY DR.

CROES ELECTED BISHOP—CONSECRATION THE NATURE

OF HIS EPISCOPAL LABORS PLEASANT REMINISCENCES

THE OLD PARISH OF ST. ANDREW's AMWELL EF-

FORTS MADE TO SATE THE " REMNANT."

^ E have known Mr. Croes, thus far,

^ as the patient, conscientious teach-

|^^!4!yA er and the devoted parish priest

;

but we are now to see him in a still

higher position.

It will be proper, after this, to ad-

dress him by his title of Doctor in Divinity,

which was conferred upon him by Columbia

College in 1811. This venerable institution

has always been careful not to bestow its

V^
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honors upon those who were undeserving of

them ; this, therefore, may be considered as

a tribute of respect paid to real merit.

How our passage through this world is

marked by alternate light and shade ! In the

year 1S14, Dr. Croes was called upon to en-

dure a most painful affliction, in the death

of his son William. He was a young man

of high promise, and had just completed his

studies preparatory to the practice of law.

He was remarkable for a decision of char-

acter, and a steadiness of purpose unusual at

his time of life, and his amiable disposition

secured for him the affection of all who knew

him. His sincere and unaffected piety made

him an example to old and young. He en-

tered into rest on the 30th of March, 1814, in

the twenty-third year of his age.

The same grace of God which enabled this

young Christian to meet death with a smile,

sustained his mourning parents under their

sad bereavement.

12*
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The following letter from the afflicted

father was written soon after the event

:

** New Brunswick:, ApH 27th, 1814.

" My Dear Sister—^You • must excuse me

for not answering your consolatory letter. It

is partly owing to the encouragement which

you gave that you would visit us, and partly

to a multiplicity of engagements and concerns

which have increased upon me in conse-

quence of the loss of my dear William. Mrs.

Croes and our dear daughters have become

much composed and reconciled to the severe

stroke. A— ,
poor girl, felt the loss more

keenly than the rest, as William was her

companion and attendant. The public anx-

iety while he was sick, and its sympathy

after his decease, were uncommonly great,

and afforded us consolation. I could say

much to you on the goodness and mercy

of God, even in thus depriving us of our

dear son ; but I have not time, as every
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moment almost is taken np in preparing for

the Convention next week, at Mount Holly.

I hope to see you shortly, and all our dear

connections. Give our love to mother, sisters,

etc. I shall not go to Swedesborough now.

" Yours affectionately, John Ckoes."

In June, 1815, Dr. Croes was chosen by

the Convention of Connecticut to fill the

office of Bishop in that diocese, made vacant

by the death of Bishop Jarvis.

" This election being made known, the

friends of Dr. Croes, who had long acted

with him in the management of the general

concerns of the Church in JS'ew Jersey, aware

of the great loss that Church would sustain

in parting with him ; and the members of

Christ Church, of which he was the esteemed

and venerated pastor, resolved to make an

effort to retain him among themselves, not-

withstanding the strong inducements which

were presented for his acceptance of the hon-
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orable station to wliicli lie was invited, by

the very respectable clergy and laity of tbe

diocese of Connecticut. As a means for the

piirpose of retaining Dr. Croes, his friends in

New Jersey resolved to carry into immedi-

ate effect a purpose which some of them had

long before entertained, that of proceeding

to the election of a Bishop to preside over

the diocese of I^ew Jersey, which had always

been deficient in its organization through

the want of a Bishop to preside over it,

according to primitive and apostolic order.

They who had entertained the purpose named,

and others who acknowledged that the time

was come for the choice of a Bishop for the

diocese of JS^ew Jersey, improved the oppor-

tunity which was offered them by the occa-

sion of an appointed meeting of the Conven-

tion in the city of Trenton, a few months

after the election of Dr. Croes to the Episco-

pate of Connecticut.

"The subject of choosing a Bishop being
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brought forward at the meeting on the 15th

day of August, 1815, in St. Michael's Church,

Trenton, a majority of the Convention de-

termined that the measure of electing a

Bishop was expedient. As soon as the Con-

vention came to such a decision an election

was made, when the Kev. Dr. Croes was

duly chosen. The testimonial in his favor as

Bishop elect was signed by all the members

of the Convention, in which twenty churches

were represented, and all the clergy entitled

to vote for a Bishop, except one, were pres-

ent. Dr. Croes being almost unanimously

recommended to the office of Bishop in his

native State—to which many circumstances

strongly attached him, and which he could

not have left without much regret—declined

the flattering invitation which he had re-

ceived from another diocese, assuring the

clergy and laity of that diocese of his high

regard and sincere gratitude for the kind

opinion which they had entertained of him,



142 LIFE OF BISHOP CKOES.

and of liis 'qualifications for the Episcopal

office.""^ *

The consecration of Dr. Croes took place

in St. Peter's Church, Philadelphia, on Sun-

day, ISTovember 19th, 1815. Bishop White

presided on the occasion, being assisted in

the impressive services by Bishop Hobart,

of ]^ew York, and Bishop Kemp, of Mary-

land. The sermon was preached by Bishop

White. Bishop Croes returned to his dio-

cese without delay, and entered upon the

discharge of his duties with great energy,

being everywhere welcomed with marked

respect and cordiality.

The Church in 'New Jersey was then weak

and depressed, and the cares of a Bishop

were of a multiplied and perplexing charac-

ter. It was not his pleasing privilege to

make his visitations to scores of well-estab-

lished and thriving churches) but as a

** Sketcli of the Life of Bishop Croes, by the Rev. James

Chapman, New York Churchman, Sept. 15, 1832.
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nursing father lie was required to extend

his fostering care to old decaying parishes,

and to lend a helping hand in the establish-

ment of new ones.

The following reminiscence, furnished by

his youngest son, will give some idea of the

nature of the good Bishop's work.

" One of the pleasing recollections of my
youth is in reference to a A^sit which T

made with my father to the farm-house of

Mr. Kobert Sharp, in the old parish of St.

Andrew's Church, Amwell. We travelled in

a vehicle which was called a ' chair,' and as

the distance from New Brunswick to the

upper part of the Delaware was then greater

than it is now, we did not get to Mr. Sharp's

immediately. The visit of a clergyman in

those days was appreciated, and my father

received a warm welcome from Mr. and Mrs.

Sharp and their stalwart sons.

" In 1786, this was a part of the Eev. Mr.

Frazer's mission, and from the fact that sixtjr
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copies of Mr. Ogden's Convention sermon of

that year (nearly one seventh of the number

printed) were sent to Amwell, it would seem

to have been an important station. But

thirty years afterwards the church ' had gone

to decay' and was 'a heap of ruins.' On

the Sunday that we spent at Amwell, the

regular services of the Church were held in

Mr. Sharp's house, and the heart of the

coldest Churchman must have been touched

to witness the anxiety that was manifested

that this 'remnant' of a parish might be

' saved.'
"

A letter from the Eev. Olarkson Dunn to

the Rev. R. B. Croes, received after the first

part of this chapter was sent to the press,

will form an appropriate sequel.

" In May, 1820, your venerated father

took me on a missionary tour through the

beautiful country in the northwesterly part of

his diocese. He informed me that he, while

yet a Presbyter, had voluntarily, and at his
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own expense, made several visits to tlie same,

for the purpose of seeking and cherishing the

scattered members and the scarcely existing

little flocks of the Church. Among them he

found one, at least, who amply repaid his

care, by diligently performing the same

sort of work in his absence. This was Mr.

Paul IIoff:man, a plain man, of little educa-

tion, but who had such good sense, weight

of influence, and address, as utterly to defeat

the attempt of one or more Presbyterian

ministers, combined with others, to form a

Presbyterian congregation at St. James's

Church, EJnowlton, when they were actually

met therein^ and deliberating on the subject.

With deep regret to the Bishop and his

other friends, Mr. Hofiman soon afterwards

removed to Canada West. Lately, nearly

half a century having passed away, a devoted

missionary of that distant land chanced to

ask me whether I had ever heard of such a

man in IsTew Jersey. To the short reply he

13
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listenea with the greatest apparent eagerness

and pleasure, stating that the very same

character of Mr. H. remained in Canada;

and that his children were worthy of such a

parent, and still were following his example.

" Mr. Hoffman left here, too, a disciple and

successor not unlike himself. It was Mr.

Daniel Coklies, who was not raised in the

Church, and who was almost wholly unable

to read at middle life. He accumulated a

very considerable property with an unblem-

ished character; and became thoroughly

grounded in ' all things which a Christian

ought to know and believe to his soul's

health.' On one of the visits that I have

mentioned. Dr. Croes only halted at his door,

intending to go on immediately; but he in-

sisted on longer delay, and at length said,

with tears, ' Sir, you must remain with us

;

there is duty for you ; I wish you to baptize

me and all my family ; we need your exam-

ination and help in preparing.' Accordingly,
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the sacred work was not neglected; and

that household has long remained to furnish

a comfortable abode for any passing minis-

ters of the Church. Its honored heads have

both, in the very steps of Paul Hoffman,

gone to their rest in a good old age.

" When Bishop Croes and I approached

!N^ewton, we met, on a journey from home, a

man of that place, who was well educated,

shrewd, holding some of the highest places

of trust in the then very large county of

Sussex, professing to be a Churchman, and

even acting as a vestryman, but skeptical in

belief, and paying little attention to religious

matters.* The Bishop did not dare to trust

him, and therefore communicated no partic-

ulars [respecting our visit to Sussex], but

proceeded on to the house of an honest farm-

er, Mr. Amos Pettit, who was certainly true

<* This gentleman was afterwards an attendant upon
the services of the Church, and was liberal in his contri-

butions for its support.



148 LIFE OF BISHOP CEOES.

to the Cliurch. He^ in the course of a few

days, took us to the individuals and families

who were of like mind with himself. At

one place we found a parcel of men assisting

their neighbor in clearing the wood from a

rocky hill. They put down their axes and

listened gratefully to our message. We then

invited them to attend divine service on the

following Sunday in the court-house. There,

no one was familiar with the Prayer Book

but the Bishop and myself. He gave notice

that he had brought a minister for them

;

that anything they could contribute towards

his support would be gladly received as a

relief to the missionary fund; that this

clergyman would officiate for them every

second Sunday, and on the alternate Sundays

act as missionary elsewhere."

The Bev. Mr. Dunn continued where he

was placed by his Bishop for the space of

thirty-five years, until four new churches

were erected, one rebuilt, and another secured
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from total ruin. ''The ground [he says] is

now occupied by four active and faithful

ministers. So much for zeal and prudence

in the ' day of small things.'
"*

<* A petition had been drawn up and signed by certain

persons, praying the Legislature to authorize them to

sell the Church property at Newton for school purposes.

Of the property at Amwell, the present Bishop of New
Jersey thus wrote in his Conventional Address of 1851 :

** An ante-revolutionary church had seemed to become

extinct. By the prudent care of the venerable first

Bishop of the Diocese, what could be rescued from the

ruin was put in trust. After an interval of almost a

generation, the slumbering zeal of a few Churchmen was

roused," and "the fund which had been preserved en-

couraged the undertaking to build a church."



FIEST SETTLEMENT OF NEW JEESET— OEIGIN OF THE

NAME—QTJAKER8 AND ANABAPTISTS—HEAD-QUAETEEB

OF QIIAKEEISM—DISPUTES ABOUT POINTS OF FAITH

—

LOOKING FOE THE CHUECH, AND FINDING IT— ME.

KEITH AND ME. TALBOT THE CHUECH PLANTED AT

BUELINGTON—BUILDING OF ST. MAEY's, AND THE FIEST

8EEVICE IN IT—ELIZABETHTOWN—THE EEV. ME. BEOOK

HIS LABOEIOUS WOEK— ME. VAUGHAN, ANOTHEB

WOETHT MISSIONAEY—PISOATAWAY THE FAITHFUL

LABOEEE PEOSPEEED.

/^^EEE will be a convenient place to

give a rapid sketch of the history of

the Church in 'New Jersey, from

the beginning.

The first European settlers in this

province were a body of Danes, who

ivere sent over in the year 1624. Other col-

onists soon followed from Sweden and Hol-

land ; but in 1664, the territory came into

13
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the possession of the English. King Charles

the Second granted it to the Duke of York,

and it was assigned by him to Lord Berkeley

and Sir George Carteret. Sir George had

once been governor of the Isle of Jersey, and

the name of Kew Jersey was given to the

province out of compliment to him. The

colony, which at first was divided into the

governments of East and West Jersey, was

surrendered to Queen Anne, in 1702.*

The first English settlers were Quakers

and Anabaptists, the earlier governor of

East Jersey, Mr. Barclay, being quite a

prominent member of the Society of Friends.

Philadelphia was then the great head-

quarters of Quakerism, and the brethren

were accustomed to go to that city to

attend the yearly meetings. At last (as

must always be the case with any system of

religion which cuts itself off from the true

« Hawkins's Missions of Church of England, p. 141.
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Church of God), the Friends began to have

very serious difficulties among themselves in

regard to points of their faith, and some of

the Quakers of New Jersey, having grown

weary of these vain discussions, were pre-

pared to listen with attention to the preach-

ing of the clergymen of the Church of

England—Messrs. Keith and Talbot—and, in

a short time, quite a number of them became

convinced of the truth, and were received

into the Church.

As we have said a good deal about these

worthy clergymen in the lives of Bishop

Claggett, of Maryland, and Bishop Moore, of

Virginia, it will not be necessary to be so

particular now. It will interest our readers

more to give some account of the progress

of the Church in New Jersey, which will be

chiefly in the language of Mr. Humphrey,

in his valuable history of the Propagation

Society.

"Burliugton [he remarks] is situate on
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the river Delaware, is the capital town of

that division called West Jersey, containing

about two hundred families ; the place was

honored with the courts being kept here ; the

houses were neatly built of brick, and the

market well supplied with provisions.

" As the people had agreed to conform to

the Church of England, their next care was

to get a minister. They had heard Mr.

Keith and Mr. Talbot often preach, and the

latter was particularly acceptable to many

of them. Mr. Talbot also was desirous to

employ his labors in this country, rather

than in any other place. They invited him

to stay with them, and sent over a request

to the Bishop of London, and to the Society,

desiring he might be settled among them,

which was granted. There were several

gentlemen of considerable interest in this

country who had been educated in the

Church of England; particularly Colonel

Cox, then one of her Majesty's Council
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there, Colonel Quarry, Colonel Morris, and

Mr. Jeremiah Bass; they all encouraged this

disposition of the people, and numbers fell

off from Quakerism daily.

" The people began soon to set about build-

ing a church. The church of St. Mary had

its foundation-stone laid in the year 1703, on

the 25th of March, and was therefore named

St. Mary's. The building was carried on

with such zeal and vigor, that on Whitsun-

day, in 1704, divine service was performed

and the Sacrament administered in it to a

large congregation. A burying place of

three acres was purchased soon after and well

fenced in, and the Lord Cornbury, then gov-

ernor of this province and New York, upon

application made to him by the members of

the Church, made them a body incorporate,

with all powers and privileges requisite.

" In the year 1708, Queen Anne sent this

church, and several others in this province,

communion table-cloths, silver chalices and

13*



MR. TALBOT's removal AND DEATH. 165

salvers, and pulpit cloths. The members of

the church increased, and they began to

think of purchasing a glebe for their minis-

ter. Dr. Frampton, then Bishop of Glouces-

ter, dying about this time and leaving £100

towards propagating the Gospel in America

at the sole direction of Dr. Compton, then

Bishop of London, it was, at the instance of

Dame Katherine Bovey, of Hackly, in Glou-

cestershire, who had been a benefactress

before to this church, laid out in the pur-

chase of a convenient house and six acres of

land adjoining to the church at Burlington
;

and about the year 1710, Mr. Thomas Leices-

ter gave, by his last will, 250 acres of land

to this church forever.

" Mr. Talbot continued in his mission

very diligent and with much success ; and as

there were many congregations of the peo-

ple in that country which had no ministers

resident among them, he spared no pains in

going and performing all the ministerial
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offices among them. He was a very zealous

and industrious man. He came over to

^England about tlie year 1719, and returned

afterwards to 'New Jersey. But the Society

received advices that lie had fallen into an

open disaffection to the present happy Estab-

lishment, and had neglected to use the pray-

ers in the Liturgy for the king and royal

family ; upon which he was immediately

discharged the Society's mission. He died

there in the year 1727. The Rev. Mr. Hor-

wood hath been sent lately to this city ; and

accounts have been sent, that he makes a

progress in his mission.

" 'New Bristol lies opposite to Burlington,

on the other side the Delaware. The peo-

ple forsook Quakerism much about the same

time as the inhabitants of Burlington did.

A church was soon erected here through the

zeal of the people, especially through the

means of two worthy gentlemen of this place,

Mr. John Rowland and Mr. Anthony Bur-
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ton, who were cliiefly instrumental in this

work. They had no missionary sent to

reside among them constantly, but used to^

be visited by the minister of Burlington.

The Kev. Mr. Talbot, who was fixed at Bur-

lington, used frequently to cross the water

to them, and preach and perform all other

ministerial offices. Mr. Thorowgood Moor

used also to visit them, when he was at Bur-

lington, in Mr. Talbot's absence.

"The people were sensible the Society were

not to establish missionaries in every place,

and were therefore content to be assisted by

the minister of Burlington, and the Society

have always given directions, that the minis-

ter of that place should take Bristol into his

care. The Church here is named St. James,

as being opened near that day.

" Hopewell and Maidenhead are two neigh-

boring towns, containing a considerable

number of families. Tlie people of Hopewell

showed a very early desire of having the

14
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Church of England worship settled among

them, and in the year 1704 built a church

with voluntary contributions, though they

had no prospect then of having a minister.

" The Eev. Mr. May was there some short

time, but Mr. Talbot, from Burlington, often

visited them ; they sent several letters to the

Society, desiring a missionary, but the Society

could not then undertake a new charge.

This church was for ten years vacant, which

was a great disappointment to the people
;
yet

they continued all that time in the same

mind, and whenever any missionary, occa-

sionally going that way, gave them a sermon,

they constantly came to the Church service.

" However, in 1720, the Kev. Mr. Harrison

was appointed missionary there, with the

care of Maidenhead. Daring his continu-

ance there, he was diligent in all parts of

his duty, and the people were well satisfied

with his labors ; but he soon wrote the So-

ciety word, that he was not able to undergo
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the fatigue of constantly riding between two

places ; and in 1723 lie removed to a cliurcli

in Staten Island, in ]N^ew York government,

whidi the governor of that province appoint-

ed for him. The inhabitants of Salem wrote

a very earnest letter to the Society, desiring

they might have a missionary settled among

them. The Eev. Mr. Holbrook was sent

there in the year 1722. As soon as he came

among them, the people, though generally

poor, contributed very freely towards raising

a neat brick church ; they made application

to the Church people at Philadelphia for their

assistance, and received considerable contri-

butions from them. Mr. Holbrook soon

after acquainted the Society that many of

the inhabitants led a more Christian life

;

eight grown persons, men and women, had

desired and received baptism, and a consid-

erable number of children had been baptized

;

that in the discharge of all parts of his min-

isterial office he had the satisfaction of find-
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ing the people seriously disposed, and the

number of Church members dailj increasing.

He continues now there with good success.

" Elizabethtown is a very considerable

place, exceeds any other in the province of

East Jersey, both for largeness of its build-

ings and the number of inhabitants, consist-

ing of three hundred families. It lies three

miles within the creek, opposite to the west

end of Staten Island. Here the English

settled first, and this place thrived the most.

The government of the province is managed

here, the assemblies are held, and the great-

est part of the trade of the whole colony

carried on here.

"The Rev. Mr. Brooke was sent missionary

in the year 1704 ; and by the Lord Corn-

bury's direction, then governor of this prov-

ince, he officiated at Perth Amboy some-

times. The number of people in both places

was very considerable and their ways of

worship various ; they were chiefly Independ-
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ents, but many not professing any religion.

However, by diligent application, he per-

siftided the better disposed of all sorts to con-

sider and attend more to their spiritual con-

cernment. He preached to numbers of

Independents and others ; they began soon to

approve of the Church of England service.

The wiser people resolved to settle their

religious affairs in a more orderly manner.

When Mr. Brooke came first among them,

they had no place set apart for celebrating

divine worship. However, he had leave at

first to preach in Colonel Townley's house

;

that became too small for his growing con-

gregation in half a year's time; the best

place that could be got was a barn, and that

they were forced to relinquish in winter.

The members of our communion were now

a large body of people ; they resolved to

build a church, and accordingly, on St. John

the Baptist's Day, in the year 1706, the

foundation of a church was laid, whose name

14*
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it therefore bears. The church was soon

after completed ; it is a strong and well-built

brick building, fifty feet long, thirty broad,

and twenty in height, very handsomely fin-

ished.

" Mr. Brooke used exceeding diligence in

his cure, and was pleased to find the best of

all sorts of people coming over to the Church

of England. He exerted himself, and at

times used to perform divine service at seven

places, fifty miles in extent; namely, Eliza-

bethtown, Eahway, Perth Amboy, Piscata-

way. Rocky Hill, and in a congregation at

Page's. This duty was very difficult and

laborious. Besides preaching, he used to

catechise and expound fourteen times in a

month ; this obliged him to be on horseback

almost every day, which was expensive, as

well as very toilsome to him. However, this

diligence raised a very zealous spirit in many

of the people. The inhabitants of Perth

Amboy presently set about giving materials
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for building a stone clmrcli. The inhabitants

of Piscataway repaired an old dissenting

meeting-house for present use, and collected

among themselves a hundred pounds towards

building a stone church. While these things

were going on, Mr. Brooke dies, in the year

1Y07, very much lamented by the people

there, and remembered with much honor,

eeveral years after his death, in a letter

written by the Church members there, to the

Society, thanking them for sending another

missionary to succeed our worthy and nev-

er-to-be-forgotten pastor, Mr. Brooke, whose

labors afforded universal satisfaction to us.

The Rev. Mr. Yaughan was appointed mis-

sionary there ; he hath very successfully car-

ried on the work of the ministry. At first

he met with many difficulties and discourage-

ments, which, by his well-regulated conduct

and discreet zeal, he peaceably overcame.

The main body of his congregation were but

just brought over from various ways ; these
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he kept together without much ti'ouble. He
visited the remaining dissenters of all kinds

at their houses, and without using any angry

disputings, engaged many to a conformity.

" In the year ITII he acquainted the Soci-

ety with the progress he made ; that he had

a large congregation at Elizabethtown con-

stantly, and had thirty communicants month-

ly; he had baptized eighty children and

twelve grown persons in the space of two

years ; that he kept constantly a monthly

lecture at Rahway, where he preached to a

small congregation, and catechised their chil-

dren ; that several families in the neighbor-

ing town, Woodbridge, had hereupon re-

quested him to make them a visit, which he

gladly and presently complied with, taking

this to be a plain demonstration of their good

disposition to receive the Church doctrines

instead of various opinions of Quakerism and

Anabaptism."
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BGE interest of the subject led us on,

imperceptibly, until the last chapter

became uncommonly long.. "We

must therefore endeavor to keep

within reasonable limits in this.

Good Mr. Yaughan, whose labors

we have just referred to, officiated occasion-

ally at Piscataway, ten miles from Elizabeth-

town. The place then consisted of about
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eighty families, and manj of the people were

very attentive at public worship. Some,

however, as in other towns, had strange no-

tions of religion, and gave the clergymen

mnch trouble.

As there was no church building at Pis-

cataway, Mr. John Burroughs, a devout

Christian, offered his own house for the pur-

pose of worship, and here the services were

celebrated for several years.

Mr. Yaughan was enabled to continue his

faithful labors for thirty-eight years, and he

not only had the satisfaction of seeing his

flock in the several towns increase, but he

gathered a numerous congregation "in the

mountains," where he sometimes went to

preach and administer the Sacraments.

During the space of only two years

(1730-1) he reports the baptism of 64 adults

and 556 children. He died in 1747, and left

his glebe, of nine acres, with his house, to

the " pious and venerable Society, for the use
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of the Churcli of England minister at Eliza-

betlitown, and liis successors forever."

Perth Amboy was, from a very early pe-

riod, a field for missionary effort. The Rev.

Edward Pertbuck was first sent out by Dr.

Compton, the Bishop of London ; and, upon

his arrival, the proprietaries set apart a house

for public worship, which the people soon

fitted up with seats and other conveniences.

Here Mr. Pertbuck continued to officiate

regularly, except when he attended the Gov-

ernor to Burlington, where he was always

invited to preach in the Town Hall. The

first missionary of the Society for the Propa-

gation of the Gospel, who held service at

Amboy, was the Rev. John Brooke. He
came over in 1705, and was stationed at

Elizabethtown. He, however, had seven dif-

ferent preaching stations, one of them being

fifty miles from his home.

Mr. Brooke's labors were very arduous,

and it was said of him, that he was, "pil-



168 LIFE OF BISHOP CEOES.

grim-like, scarce ever three days in a

place." '

The people at Amboy became so encour-

aged, that they had begmi to collect mate-

rials for a church, when their ardor was

somewhat dampened by the sudden death of

the good clergyman, in ITOT, as was related

in the last chapter.

The Society now directed the Eev. Edward

Yaughan to extend his care to the parish at

Amboy, so far as he could, and his services

were very acceptable. In 1721 he reports

that the people had built a church in a lot

which had been given by Thomas Gordon,

George Willcocks, and John Barclay. Twelve

acres of land were also set apart as a glebe.

The Society, in token of its approbation of

the zeal and liberality of the people, sent

thera a resident missionary in 1721. This

was the Rev. Mr. Skinner, who was received

with much kindness, and the parish was

greatly prospered.
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Among the earliest missionaries who offi-

ciated at JS'ew Brunswick was the ,Rev. Mr.

Christian, who made this place his head-

quarters, and kept his appointments at four

or five other stations. " The roads [he says]

are exceedingly bad, especially to TVacca-

maw, there being upward of twelve swamps

to cross, and some of which are so deep that

horses are frequently up to the saddle in

crossing them."

In 1774, in a general report upon the state

of the churches in New Jersey, Dr. Chandler

remarks, that instead of the old, dilapidated

buildings in which they formerly worshipped,

handsome churches had been erected at Bur-

lington, Shrewsbury, ISTew Brunswick, and

Newark, and that "the congregations in

general appear to be as much improved as

the churches they assemble in."

Several years prev^ious to this (1754), as we

have already seen, the Rev. Samuel Seabury

(afterwards Bishop of Qonnecticut) was ap-

15 ^
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pointed to the mission at Kew Brunswick,

where " he found a stone church nearly fin-

ished, with a large congregation, increased

by the attendance of the dissenters, who were

without any minister of their own."*

Here the young clergyman continued two

years, and then removed to Jamaica, Long

Island.

And thus we might go on, and give a

hasty sketch of the origin of the Church at

Kewark, Trenton, and other points, but what

has already been said must suffice.

From the earliest days of Mr. Croes's min-

istry, he took the deepest interest in the ex-

tension of the Church in New Jersey, and

was one of the first to propose a definite

plan for missionary operations.

At the Convention of 1803, a committee,

consisting of the Rev. John Croes and Mr.

John Dennis, was appointed to report "A

« Hawkins's Missions, p. 297.
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plan for supporting a missionary, etc." This

report was accordingly made the next year,

and is published as an appendix to the Con-

vention Journal of 1804. It is entitled " An
Ordinance oi* tiiOi Cc»nstitufcioB of the Protest-

ant Episcopal Church in New Jersey, to

establish a Mission to Preach the Gospel and

administer the Sacka^ients to the Churches in

the State which are destitute of Clergymen."

This ordinance (which consists of twelve

sections) provides that collections shall be

made twice a year, in the several churches

of the diocese, for the support of missionaries,

and that, as fast as sufficient money can be

obtained, the number of missionaries shall

be increased.

It also directs that, until a missionary has

been appointed for a special field of labor,

the Convention shall annually designate to

each settled minister the vacant churches in

which he is to officiate on the two Sundays

recommended to be reserved for that pur-
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pose, whose duty it shall be to give informa-

tion previously to the church or churches of

the time he purposes to attend, and also

inform them that a collection will be made,

on the day he oflSiciates, for the support of

missionaries.

Such was the beginning of the plan for

missionary operations, which now covers the

whole diocese like a net-work.*

* For more particular details concerning the parishes

at Perth Amboy and New Brunswick, the reader is

referred to the Historical Sermon of the Rev. Mr. Chap-

man, and "The Records of Christ Church, New Bruns-

wick," by the Rev. Alfred Stubbs, D.D.
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AVIJSTG thus traced the history of

the first planting of the Church in

the more prominent points in 'New

Jersey, we must refer our readers to

larger works, to furnish them with

information as to what happened

afterwards.*

^ Anderson's History of the Colonial Church, and

Hawkins's Missions of the Church of England, are books

full of interest.

15*
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We propose in this chapter to give a sketch

of the life of a very prominent clergyman,

to whom the Church in this country is greatly

indebted, and then we must hasten on with

the memoir to which this volume is chiefly

devoted.

Thomas Bradbury Chandler was a native

of Woodstock, Connecticut, and received his

education at Yale College. In 1Y48, while

yet a youth (his mind having long been

directed to the ministry), he began to act as

a catechist for the Church people at Eliza-

bethtown, JSTew Jersey. In 1751 he went to

England for holy orders, and on his return

entered upon his duties as rector of St. John's

Church, in that place.

I should have mentioned that Mr. Chan-

dler had been recommended to the Propaga-

tion Society in England, as a person "of

good character, descended from a family of

honor and reputation," and as one who,

" from his furniture in learning, prudence,
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gravity, sincere piety, and good temper, as

well as agreeable voice," seemed likely to

prove very useful to the Church.

Mr. Chandler's labors were extended to

"Woodbridge, ten miles off, and occasionally

to Amboy. He spared no pains in cultivat-

ing the portion of the vineyard intrusted to

him, and the harvest was abundant. In De-

cember, 1754, he reported that the com-

municants had increased from about forty to

almost ninety.

When Mr. Whitefield came along, in 1764,

exciting the slumbering consciences of mul-

titudes by his powerful appeals, Mr. Chan-

dler gave great offence to some of his con-

gregation, because he would not allow him

to preach in the church. He took the

ground that a man who showed himself so

unmindful of the laws and usages of the

Church, ought not to be suffered to appear

in our pulpits.

During the unsettled period which pre-
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ceded the Revolution, Mr. Chandler re-

mained firm in his loyalty to Great Britain,

and, on this account, his influence with

many became less than it would otherwise

have been. He was certainly no ordinary

man, and whether we consider him as a mis-

sionary of the Cross, a theologian, a biogra-

pher,* or a champion of the rights of the

Church, there was no one in this country at

that day who deserved to rank above him.

From an early period of his ministry he

expressed himself most strongly as to the in-

justice done to the Church in America by

depriving her of resident Bishops, and in

1767 he published " An Appeal to the

Public in Behalf of the Church of England in

America," in which this question was argued

with masterly ability. This led to a long

controversy, in which he showed himseK

fully competent to sustain his cause.

'^ His life of Dr. Johnson, of Yale College, should be

read by every Churchman.
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Mr. Chandler found time to do something

for the religious instruction of the Indian

tribes, and offered many valuable sugges-

tions to the Society, in England, on this im-

portant subject.

Meanwhile, the political affairs of our

country were becoming more and more un-

settled, and matters at last reached such a

pitch, so far as the Church was concerned,

that Dr. Chandler (he had received this de-

gree from Oxford) withdrew from the scene

of trouble, in 1775, and sought refuge in

England.

As soon as it was determined to form l^ova

Scotia into a diocese, he was invited to be-

come its first Bishop ; but feeling that his

health was too frail to undertake such an

office, he respectfully declined. Being called

upon by the Archbishop of Canterbury to

name the man best qualified for the post, he

recommended Charles Inglis, who was soon

after consecrated. The useful career of
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Bishop Inglis showed the wisdom of this

selection.

During Dr. Chandler's continuance in En-

gland, the Church at Elizabethtown was

passing through a season of trial. The troops

of the American and English armies were at

different times quartered in the town, and

many depredations were committed. Almost

all the inside work of St. John's Church was

destroyed, and the metal pipes of the organ

were converted into bullets. The fences of

the graveyard were burnt, and " the head-

stones of the graves became the fire-places at

which the soldier dressed his homely meal,

while larger monuments served as tables at

which he partook of his frugal fare."*

Of course the congregation became scat-

tered, but the few who remained kept up

their attachment for the Church by meeting

at the parsonage, or some other quiet place,

** Clark's interesting History of St. John's Church,

Elizabethtown, p. 157.
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where the service was read by a zealous lay-

man.

In 1780, the Rev. Abraham Beach (a most

devoted and excellent clergyman) wrote to

the Secretary of the Propagation Society,

that he had begun to perform some official

duties at Elizabethtown and other places*

After the conclusion of peace, in 1783, the

wardens and vestry addressed a letter to

Dr. Chandler, urging him to come back and

resume the charge of the parish.

He hesitated at first, but in 1785 he made

up his mind to return, and although his

health was quite feeble, he continued to hold

the rectorship until 1790, when this able

scholar and divine closed his earthly labors,

at the advanced age of sixty-four years.

A mural tablet has been erected to his

memory, in St. John's Church, Elizabeth-

town, and his name is never mentioned

without feelings of respect and veneration.

Bishop Seabury, while referring to Dr.
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Chandler's distinguished abilities, was once

heard to saj, that " no man in this country

could mend his pen."*

* For a suitable memoir of the Rev. Dr. Beach, see the

article respecting him which was written for Dr. Sprague's

Annals, by his grandson, Wm. Beach Lawrence, Esq. The
author had hoped to find room for a brief notice of the

venerable Dr. Wharton, for many years the rector of St.

Mary's Church, Burlington ; but there is less need of this,

as his life has been written by Bishop Doane. The *

' re-

mains' ' of this worthy man, which are appended to the

memoir, embrace one of the most kind, gentle, and Chris-

tian controversies ever published.
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f^n -^ ^^^* Bishop Croes, at the close of

yj ^ the fourteenth chapter, engaged in

his first Episcopal visitation. The

narrative will now he resumed

from that point. He delivered his

first charge to his clergj, at a Con-

vention of the Diocese, which met at Trinity

Church, Swedesborough, on the 18th of

August, 1819. In this he strongly urged the

necessity and importance of order and faith-

16
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fulness, in things connected with the external

concerns of the Church, as means of promot-

ing true religion.*

At this meeting of the Convention the Rev.

John Croes, Jr., was appointed secretary.

Bishop Croes mentions in his address that,

since the last meeting, he had assisted at the

consecration of two Bishops, that of Bishop

Bowen for South Carolina, and Bishop Chase

for Ohio.

" It cannot but give pleasure to the friends

of the Church," he remarks, " that events so

auspicious have taken j)lace, especially the

extension of the Episcopal office to the States

west of the Allegany Mountains, an object

-80 long and so much desired."

The Bishop also communicates the gratify-

® A review of this charge appeared in the Christian

Journal for 1820—Vol. IV., p. 71—probably written by

Bishop Hobart. It may be interesting to those who pos-

sess a file of that valuable old periodical, to state that the

articles signed, " A Country Clergyman," were from the

pen of the Rev. John Croes, Jr.
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ing intelligence that Dr. T. C. Brownell had

lately been elected Bishop of Connecticut.

He concludes by saying that "the Theo-

logical Seminary, established by an act of

the last General Convention, has at length

gone into operation." He wishes God-speed

to the enterprise.

The interest which Bishop Croes felt in this

school of the prophets was manifest from his

punctuality in attending the meetings of the

trustees, and from his addresses and sermons.

In 1823-4, although he was very anxious to

have another missionary in the feeble dio-

cese of ^ew Jersey, he suffered his youngest

son, who had taken orders, to travel as an

agent of that institution, to collect funds for

its endowment.

At the opening of the General Convention

of 1823, which met in Philadelphia, the ser-

mon was preached by Bishop Croes, and was

published by request of the House of Bish-

©ps. The subject of this interesting and able
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discourse was " The duty and interest of con-

tributing liberally to tlie promotion of re-

ligious and benevolent institutions"—and

tbose specified were the General Seminary

and the General Missionary Society. To-

wards the close of the year 1827, the vener-

able prelate was called to bear another trial,

in the death of his beloved son Samuel, who

expired at his house, after a long and painful

sickness.

Bishop Croes took an active part in the

organization of the Episcopal Sunday School

Union, in 1826, which is thus referred to in

his annual address :

" It is hoped that every Sunday School of

our communion which already exists, or

shall hereafter be constituted in the diocese,

will attach itself to that General Union, and

partake of the benefits which such union

must necessarily produce both to the Church

at large and each school in particular."

Had the due order of events been care-
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fully followed, it should have been noted be-

fore that while Bishop Hobart was travelling

in Europe, for the benefit of his health, dur-

ing the years 1823-5, Bishop Croes per-

formed various Episcopal acts in the diocese

of New York, for which he received the

hearty thanks of its Convention.

At the jS'ew Jersey Convention of 1829,

the Bishop delivered his second charge to

the clergy. The religious education of the

children and youth belonging to the Church

formed the leading subject of it, and it met

with the approval of all who heard it, and,

after its publication, it was greatly com-

mended by the friends of religious education

throughout the Union. The forty-seventh

Annual Convention of the diocese met in

Trinity Church, Swedesborough, May 26,,

1830. The service was read by the Eev. Wm..

R. Whittingham, the rector of St. Mark's-

Church, Orange, and now Bishop of Maryland..

The feelings of Bishop Croes, in revisit-
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ing his first parish, are thus alluded to

in the opening of his address :
" It is with

mingled emotions of gratitude and pleasure

that I meet you, assembled at this time and

place ; of gratitude to the Divine Being who

has, in His infinite goodness, so prolonged

my days that I have been permitted lately to

complete the fortieth year of my ministry

;

and of pleasure, that the sacred temple in

which we have now assembled was the scene

of my first, but feeble, efforts in the holy

work to which I was ordained, and where I

still perceive, with affectionate regard, the

well-remembered countenances of a few of

those who, at that remote period, were reg-

ular attendants on my ministrations—not,

^however, without the melancholy feelings

which accompany the reflection that so many

others have been deposited in those mansions

of the dead."

Although for several years preceding his

decease Bishop Croes had labored under
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severe bodily infirmities, and often under the

attacks of a painful disease, yet his zeal in the

cause of religion and the Chuich prompted

him to struggle against these impediments,

and to do all that was in his power, both in

his parish and in his diocese. In a feeble

state of health he exerted himself to be pres-

ent, for the last time, at the meeting of the

annual Convention of the diocese, at the

village of Spotswood, which had been for-

merly a part of his charge as a parochial min-

ister. On the 25th of May, 1831, he delivered

the usual address, in which he recounted his

Episcopal ministrations during the year, and

adverted to the afflicting disease which had

for nine months past left him scarce any

strength for the discharge of the active duties

of his office. During the summer and au-

tumn of this year Bishop Croes improved the

small measure of returning health with

which he was favored by Providence, in visit-

ing for the last time several of his churches.
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On the 20tli day of September he presided

at the annual meeting of the Board of Di-

rectors of the "Episcopal Society o^ New
Jersey, for the Promotion of Christian

KJQOwledge and Piety."

The Board met on that day at the Bishop's

native town, to which this proved his last

visit, as well as the last to any part of his

diocese.

Shortly after his return home, he was again

seized with the painful disease, which sub-

jected him to much suffering during the

winter. But notwithstanding much weak-

ness, he surmounted all impediments, in the

fulness of his desire to do the work of his

ministry as a Bishop in the Church of God,

so as to hold an ordination in Christ Church

both of a Deacon and a Presbyter.

Tliis ordination, held on the 28th of De-

cember, 1831, was the last act of his public

ministrations as a Bishop. He was hence-

forth confined to his house, except a few
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days, and for a great portion of the time to

his sick room. In the midst of pain and

languor he never laid aside his paternal care

of his diocese, and when the time returned

for the annual meeting of the Convention, in

May, 1832, he prepared and sent, in the form

of a letter, the information of the affairs of

his Episco^^al ministrations, which he had al-

ways been able before to impart by word of

mouth, and his affectionate regards to the

members of the Convention assembled at

Morristown. This communication closed the

transactions of the Bishop's public life.
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S we have now followed the earthly

career of Bishop Croes almost to its

close, it will be proper here to no-

^Cc) tice what progress the Church had

made in New Jersey, since he be-

came its Episcopal head.

In consequence of the prejudices that

grew out of her original dependence on the

Church of England, of her poverty, and—from
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the want of a theological seminary—of the

small number of her clergy, the Protestant

Episcopal Church was feeble throughout the

Union, unless we except the city of New
York, for thirty years after the Eevolutionary

War.

Although the General Convention of 1792

passed an act " for supporting missionaries to

preach the Gospel on the frontiers," nothing

of any moment was accomplished beyond the
J*

bounds of the old thirteen States for twenty-

five years, and it was not until 1823 that the

first class of students educated in a three

years' course was graduated at the General

Theological Seminary. Independently of

tliis, it is to be borne in mind that it is gen-

erally much more difficult to revive a de-

cayed or neglected parish than to build one

up with new materials.

ISTow, in Kew Jersey, which was one of

the battle-grounds of the Revolution, the

churches had been for the most part sustained
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in beiug bj the Society in England for

propagating the Gospel ; and the aid of that

Society having been withdrawn, they were,

with few exceptions, left without an adequate

support. In 17ST the number of clergy was

five, and the number of parishes entitled to

representation was perhaps thirteen.

In August, 1S24, when Bishop Croes had

been in charge of the diocese for nearly

nine yeai*s, he thus wrote :

'' If we compare the state of^he Church

in this diocese as it was reported in the year

1S14—and in no previous period since the

Revolution had it been materially better

—

with its state at this time, we shall see a

manifest progress in all its concerns, a pro-

gress greater than we could reasonably have

expected, considering the difficulties with

which it has had to struggle. At that time

its number of clergymen was eight—now it

is sixteen—and in the course of a few days

will be seventeen ; besides the partial ser-
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vices it will receive from two clergymen of

the neighboring dioceses. Then, the number

of churches which enjoyed the stated ser-

vices of the Sanctuary was ten ; now,

TWENTY, or twenty-one congregations are

blessed with that great ]3rivilege."

Tlie Bishop, after speaking of the twenty-

six edifices for public worship, which were

all in excellent repair; of the appointment

of a missionary for the still vacant churches

;

and of the four several Funds of tlie dio-

cese, all of which were " in a state of gradual

increase," thus remarks :
" With this increase

of the means for the visible prosperity of

tlie Church, we may reasonably indulge the

hope that, through the influences of Divine

grace, her spiritual interests are also advanc-

ing; that true and undefiled religion is

making progress in the hearts of her mem-

bers, the only evidence of which is a good

life and conversation." Of the slow and

gradual, but uniform and steady growth of

17
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the Chiircli in the diocese, he wrote up to

the last year of his ministry.

In his address to the Convention of 1826,

which met in St. John's Church, Salem, the

Bishop thus refers to the condition of the

diocese at large, and of that church in par-

ticular :

"In making this statement of the affairs

of the Church in the diocese, I can not help

reverting again to the fact that, though it is

yet comparatively but a small body—though

it has to contend with almost insuperable

difficulties and discouragements, humanly

speaking, to preserve even its existence, after

the low state to which it was reduced by the

events growing out of the Revolution—yet,

blessed be its divine Head, it not only still

lives, but is continually making progress to

a more vigorous, enlarged, and permanent

state. This ancient and respectable town,

and these hallo^ved walls, in which we have

now for the first time assembled, constitute
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one among manj proofs, not only of its

revival, but of its increasing prosperity.

itsTot fourteen years ago this temple was in

absolute ruins, and had been so for a long

time previously. The sparrow had literally

found here a house, and the swallow an

undisturbed nest. The parish had been

destitute of a minister for at least sixty

years, with the exception of one short period

about thirty-three years since, and the con-

gregation was on the point of expiring. Yet,

in this apparently hopeless state, God was

pleased to put it into the hearts of a few

zealous Episcopalians to attempt its recovery.

They happily succeeded. The church was

enlarged and completely repaired, a regular

congregation organized, and within the last

six years they have almost uninterruptedly

enjoyed the services of a minister."

Prominent among the clergy of l^ew Jer-

sey during the Episcopate of Dr. Croes was

the Rev. John C. Rudd—a man whom not a
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few of my readers must have known and

loved. He was born at ]N'orwich, Connecti-

cut, in 1780, and in 1805 he became the

rector of St. John's Church, Elizabethtown,

New Jersey, where he remained for twenty-

one years.

Although his health was oftentimes feeble.

Dr. Rudd was always ready to labor for the

Church, and he rendered most important

services as a faithful parish priest, and as one

who was prompt at every call of duty, how-

ever far it might take him from home.

He also conducted the " Churchman's Mag-

azine" for several years. In 1826, with

lingering regret, he left Elizabethtown, and

removed to Auburn, ISTew York, where he

officiated for several years as the rector of

St. Peter's Church.

"When health failed him, being unwilling

to remain inactive, he began (with the cor-

dial approbation of Bishop Hobart) to pub-

lish the " Gospel Messenger," which he con-
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tinued to edit until the close of life. This

paper has been the means of incalculable

good.

Dr. Eudd died at Utica, 'New York, Noy.

15th, 1848, and, according to a desire which

he had often expressed, his renriains were

carried to Elizabethtown for interment. A
beautiful and touching address was delivered

at his funeral by his old friend Dr. Berrian.*

* This address is contained in a small volume, published

by the venerable rector of Trinity Church, New York,

entitled "Departed Friends," p. 119.

17*
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HE writer was anxious to present

an account of Bishop Croes's last

hours from the pen of some person

whose privilege it had been to kneel

by his bed-side. One of his surviv-

ing children has kindly furnished

us with the following

:

" My father was sick for two years before

his decease, and he was fully aware of his

approaching end, and made every prepara-

tion that was possible, both in his temporal
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and spiritual concerns. I was his constant

nurse and companion, and witnessed his

patience and submission to the divine will,

and his perfect trust in the merits of his

Saviour. He never murmured or complained

of his sufferings, which were very great, but

acquiesced in them, as the appointed means

of translating him from this weary world to

another and better one, of which he never

appeared to have a doubt. He did not say

much on those subjects to me ; it was not his

habit to speak much of religious feelings^

but I have seen him shed tears when reading

of the love of Christ to sinners. There was

nothing exultant or triumphant in his last

hours. It was calmness and peace until the

last day, when a stupor commenced, during

which the spirit departed to its everlasting

and joyful home."

Bishop Croes died on the 30th of July,

1832, aged seventy years. His funeral took

place on the afternoon of the next day. The
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assemblage of the members of the flock of

which the deceased had been for about thirty

years the much-respected pastor, of the peo-

ple of various denominations in that city,

and of those who came from other places to

testify their regard for the deceased prelate,

was large. Precisely at the hour of three a

long procession moved, with slow and solemn

steps, to the venerable edifice in which the

departed servant of Christ had long offi(?i-

ated. The pall was borne by two of the

clergy of the deceased Bishop, and by sev-

eral ministers of the different denominations

attached to Rutgers' College, and to the

several religious bodies in the city, all

assembled in Christian fellowship for the

solemn and affecting purpose of conveying

to the house of silence the mortal remains

of the first Bishop that had finished his

course in the diocese of New Jersey. Tlie

anthem and the lesson in the funeral service

were read by the Rev. John M. Ward,
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rector of St. Peter's Chui-cli, in Spotswood

;

and the service at the grave, which was

opened near the chancel, was pronounced by

the Eev. James Chapman, rector of St,

Peter's Church, in Perth Amboj.

A deep solemnity pervaded the whole

assembly, and the words of the funeral ser-

vice in which it is expressed that "it hath

pleased Almighty God, in His wise provi-

dence, to take out of this world the soul of

our deceased ' Eight Reverend Father in

God,' " went home to the feelings of all, but

more especially of those who admired in the

deceased Bishop a firm attachment to the

doctrines and practices of the Church, adorned

with a consistent and exemplary conduct in

all the relations of life.

It would have been gratifying to the feel-

ings of the mourning relatives, and of the

other friends of the deceased, if one of the

brethren of the deceased in the Episcopal

station, according to custom, could have
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been present to add a funeral discourse to

the other solemnities of the occasion. But

time could not be taken to procure the attend-

ance of one of the bishops; Bishop Onderdonk,

of New York, being absent in a distant part

of his diocese, and the Bishops of Pennsylva-

nia being too far removed to admit of the

attendance of either of them on that occasion.

Immediately after the conclusion of the

funeral solemnities, the clergy of the diocese

met, and passed resolutions expressive of

their respect for the memory of their much

valued and respected diocesan, and of their

sympathy with his family under their severe

bereavement.

The more prominent traits of character in

Bishop Croes were industry, perseverance,

and a temper which never yielded to de-

spondency. He was distinguished for strict

uprightness, great dignity and urbanity of

manner, and kindness to the poor and afflicted.

Although his means were extremely limit-
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ed, yet so pnident was he in liis personal

expenses, that he always had something to

give to the needy.

Early in life he had formed the resolution

never to turn away a beggar from his door,

because he thought it had a tendency to

harden the heart. The consequence was,

that his house was constantly besieged by

applicants for relief. He always questioned

them, gave them a scolding for improvidence

if they needed it, or some salutary counsels,

and then sent them off, with substantial

proof of his generous heart.

He contributed liberally to all the char-

itable institutions of the day, and when his

salary was only $500 a year, he has fre-

quently been known to subscribe $50 towards

building or repairing a church. Even when

feeble health obliged him to part with a

large portion of his income, to secure the

services of an assistant, he still continued to

exercise his wonted benevolence.



204 LIFE OF BISHOP CEOES.

Besides all this, for many years he assisted

in supporting his aged mother.

Bishop Croes's manner in reading the

Church Service was peculiarly solemn and

impressive, and we have had few more

instructive preachers.

In his day, a High Churchman was one

who strictly obeyed the rubrics, and refrained

from all amalgamation meetings with reli-

gious bodies, outside of the Church. In this

sense, Bishop Croes was a High Churchman.

He was very particular about the clerical

dress, and he was once quite worried with a

young Deacon who had come to preach for

him, because he had not only neglected to

bring his gown, but even a white pocket-

handkerchief. The Bishop was obliged to

set matters right by lending him his own.

He had neither ear nor voice for music, but

as organs and choristers were scarce, and the

clergyman must either set the tune, or the

singing must be dispensed with, he took
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unwearied pains, until he had learned the

beginning of " Old Hundred" and " Mear,"

so as to give a start to the psalm or hymn,

when the people generally went on without

him.

Long before " Tractarianism" was heard

of, he used to say that the time would come

when the Saints' days would be generally

kept, and when the surplice would be used

in church instead of the collegiate gowns.

As a writer, Bishop Croes was distinguished

for the neatness and accuracy of his style,

his words being most carefully selected with

a view to their true signification.

He published but little, and occasional

sermons or addresses are nearly all of his

productions which are left to us. An article

in the Christian Journal for August, 1823,

signed !N^. S., was from his pen. His sermon

on Christian Unity, delivered before the

General Convention of 1814, was considered

a discourse of uncommon ability.

. 18
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Our great public men, in both Church and

State, are so seldom seen, except as sur-

rounded with the dignity which belongs to

their position, that it is pleasant to catch a

glimpse of them under circumstances where

their natural disposition can be discovered.

A venerable Bishop of the Church has

kindly furnished us with the following little

scene, which brings before us three of our

honored prelates in the easy intercourse of

private life. Bishop Hobart and Bishop

Croes were one day dining with Bishop

White. It should be premised that the

Bishop of New York would often have

friendly altercations with his venerable Epis-

copal brother of Pennsylvania, as to the

merits of their respective cities ; for Bishop

Hobart, though a native of Philadelphia, had

become a thorough New Yorker in feelings

and preferences. Some very fine peaches

were brought on the table. " I think you

must acknowledge. Bishop Hobart," said
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Bishop White, " that the Philadelphia market

furnishes better peaches than the New
York," referring also to the fact that peaches

were often taken to the latter from the former

city.

" Oh, yes, sir, I must acknowledge that."

" But remember, gentlemen," said Bishop

Croes, "that both of your markets are sup-

plied with their best peaches from Kew
Jersey. So it is with poor little Jersey

;

wedged in between the two great cities and

States, it furnishes many of their best articles

to both markets, and they have the credit of

them !"

" I was often a guest of the good Bishop,"

writes a worthy layman, to whom the writer

had applied for information concerning him
;

" and the remembrance of his a'l'eat kindness

and hospitality is very strong. Bishop Croes

never enjoyed an income of more than $600

per annum, and yet it was well remarked

that few families lived more comfortably. •
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" He was an uncompromising Churcliman,

but he was held in love and reverence by

the various denominations about him.

" Boy as I was, I cannot forget that he al-

ways returned my calls."

But the writer must lay down his pen.

His interest in the first Bishop of New Jersey

has led him to trespass longer upon the pa-

tience of his readers than he had any inten-

tion of doing when he began this work.

THE END.



INSCIUPTIONS
ON THE

TABLETS IN CHRIST CHURCH,
NEW BEUNSWICK,

BY

THE EET. JOHN CEOES AND JAMES A. HILLHOUSE, ESQ.

" Beneath the Chancel

Are deposited the Eemains of the

EIGHT EEVEKEND JOH^^ CEOES, D.D.,

Firat Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese.

Bom in New Jersey, he held the office,

And performed the duties of a Christian Minister,

In his native State, for more than fortv-two years,

The last thirty of which were devoted to the service of this parish.

On the 30th of July, 1S32, he closed a useful life.

And calmly slept in the Lord,

In the 71st year of his age, and the 17th of his Episcopate.

^\ji3 ^Tablet

Is erected by his bereaved congregation,

AS A TESTIMONIAL

Of their grateful recollection of the many private virtues of their

Departed Pastor and Friend,

And of the high estimation in which they held

His piety and talents as a Minister of the Gospel of Peace,

And his consummate prudence, untiring activity,

And constant vigilance,

As a Spiritual Overseer of the Church."



" In the adjoining Cliurchyard lie interred

The remains of

ABRAHAM BEACH, D.D.,

Who was ordained in London, in 1767, to officiate in this Church,

Where he faithfully performed his duty for

Seventeen years.

After devoting twenty-five years more to his sacred profession,

In the city of New York,

He returned to close his days amidst the scenes of his youthful

Exertions.

Having completed his 88th year,

He departed on the 11th of September, 1828,

In the humble but assured hope of

Entering into the enjoyment of those promises of which he was

So long the herald.

He was bom in Cheshire, Conn., September 9, 1740."



JUST PUBLISHED,
BY THE

OE IV£ R AI.

762 BROADWAY, NEW YORK,

THE FOLLOWING WORKS:

Charlie Hope. By Cousin Alice. Published through

the Christmas Offerings of the Sunday-School of St.

James' Church, Fordham, N. Y.

Not a Minute to Spare. By S. C.

Edward Howard: or, Practical Christianity. By

M. E. J.

The Little Housekeeper : or, the Children at For-

est Furnace. By the Author of "Timid Lucy."

Sunday at Oatlands: or, Quiet Bible Talks. By

Cousin Alice.

The Schoolmates : a Story of Recent Experience.

The Lives of the Bishops, etc., etc.

These works are distinguished by clear, simple, straight-

forward writing, argumentative and illustrative, but all

within the compass of youth. Every subject is treated

earnestly and forcibly, but in the gentle spirit of persua*
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sion, and with that singleness of purpose which is calcxi-

lated to impress the mind of youth, and to gain its con-

fidence and love. The stories are replete with human
interest, appealing strongly to the best sympathies of our

nature, and the moral is always clear and true to the

principles of Divine legislation. "We can commend the

works abova enumerated with the utmost cordiality, not

only for the admirable matter they contain, but for the

elegant and substantial manner in which they are brought

out. Some of them contain very fine illustrations, by the

first artists of America and England ; they are all clearly

printed on fine paper, and are elegantly and strongly

bound. They are suitable and beautiful presents for

young people, and thousands of them should be distrib-

uted at this time, as the most appropriate and valuable

gift for Christmas and New Year's.

—

Leslie's lUustrated

Newspaper, Dec. 26, 1857.

--

NEW JUVENILES.
We have received a package of admirable little volumes

from the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday-School

Union, which we gladly indorse, both for interest and real

worth. They are attractive in appearance, all of them,

which is a great matter to the young people, for whom
they are designed. The paper is unusually smooth and
white, the type clear, and the crimson, green, and blue

of the covers, with their appropriate gildmg, form a

happy contrast to the dingy bindings in fashion in our

Sunday-school days.
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First among them we notice the admirable series of the

"Lives of the Bishops," in which are included White,

Seabury, Chase, Hobart, Griswold, and Moore. As the

author, Rev. John N. Norton, of Kentucky, tells us : "No
one who has not actually performed the task of writing

biographies for the young, can form any idea of the diffi-

culty of the effort." These difficulties have been sur-

mounted in the series now prepared by him. The style

is simple and clear, the facts prominently brought out,

and the coloring which a biographer unavoidably gives to

his subject is faithful, free from prejudice and misappre-

hension. Those of whom he writes " stand in sunny out-

lines, brave and clear," as guides and models for the chil-

dren of the Church for which their lives and strength wer©

spent.

—

Godey' s Lady* 8 Book, Feb., 1858.

• ^^»»'-^-

THE LIFE OF HENRY MARTIN,

Compiled and abridged by the Rev. D. P. Sanford, ia

another useful biography free from cumbersome and dis-

tracting details. The subject is too well known to need

our introduction, and the work which Henry Martyn ac-

complished—the translation of the New Testament into

Hindoostanee, of the New Testament and Psalms into

Persian—of too much moment to be forgotten in the

world which he has left, that he may receive the reward

of his well-doing. We are especially glad to see this

memoir produced in such an attractive form just at thia

time.

—

Godey' s Lady' s Book, Feb., 1858.
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BY S. C,

Comes appropriately after the life of a man who is said

*' never to have lost an hour." It is a timely reproof to

those who, in the whirl of the times, " have not a minute

to spare" for the one real object of life, that which will

alone be of any avail after it has passed. We have laid

aside a page of its practical hints, " How to Have a Min-

ute," for the benefit of our "centre-table circle."

—

Godey's Lady's Book, Feb., 1858.

*>~^

CHAKLIE HOPE,

BY COUSIX AlilCS,

Is a very little fellow indeed, a tiny Christmas token.

The object of this, and of the larger volume, entitled

•'Sunday at Oatlands ; or, Quiet Bible Talks," is best

gathered from the Introduction, by Cousin Alice herself.

In the first, "Charley Hope," she says: "It is a great

pleasure to me, as I go through the world, to see how
much more equally its happiness is divided than we some-

times think.
'

' And the little story has for its point the

proof that there is as much pleasure in earning money as

spending it, in the possession of one wished-for toy, as a

whole Christmas-tree can give to those who are spoiled

and pampered ; while, underlying all, is the comforting

truth that " the poor are nearer to God, to Him who was

cradled in a manger, and had not where to lay his head

in toilsome manhood."

—

Godey's Lady's Book, Feb., 1858.
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LIFE OP THE

RT. REV. THEODORE DEHON, D.D.

BISHOP OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

BY KEV. JOHN N. NOKTON, A.M.,

Rector of Ascension Church, Frankfort, Ky.

ALSO,

LIFE OF THE

RT. REV. CHRISTOPHER E. GADSDEN, D.D.,

BISHOP OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
BY THE SAME.

PUBLISHED BY THB

O E i\ E: R A L.

Irutestant (iggiscopl Smiiaji-Sttal Snmn

762 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.

"Wk have read these two biographies with great inter-

est. They form the seventh and eighth volumes, in the

•eries of the lives of the Bishops of the Episcopal Church,

written for the Church Book Society by the Rev. Mr.
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Norton. The previous issues are the lives of Bishop*

White, Seabury, Griswold, Hobart, Chase, and Moore.

In the volumes before us, the writer has used his ma-

terials to very excellent advantage, and presented us

with faithful and life-like sketches of the two Bishops.

He has also given somewhat extended notices of Bishops

Smith and Bowen, which add much to the value of the

books.

Mr. Norton's style is easy and pleasant, and he has en-

tered into his subject with real good will. He seems to

have a high estimate of the venerable and beloved men

whose labors he is recording, and we are sure that his

books will prove acceptable to the Diocese to whose spir

itual welfare they devoted their lives.

Though prepared chiefly for Sunday Schools, they will

be found interesting to all classes of readers, and will re-

vive pleasing recollections of the departed. We consider

his estimate of the character and labors of both the

Bishops to be just and discriminating.

The life of Bishop Dehon is embellished with a view of

St. Michael's, Charleston, the Church in which he labored

with 80 much zeal and acceptance. That of Bishop Gads-

den contains his likeness, certainly the best engraving

which has yet been produced of him. We commend the

books for Sunday School libraries and family reading.—

Southern FpiscopaUan.
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