


























































































































22 INTRODUCTION.

As during the last few years the important sub-
ject of legal education has excited much interest in
the public mind, as well as among the members of
the profession, a brief statement of the steps which
have lately been taken for the promotion of this
object may not be inappropriate in this place. In
the year 1833 lectureships were instituted by the
Society of the Inner Temple, but so thin was the
attendance thereon, that they were given up after
two years. In 1847 the experiment was again
tried, and lectures were established by the Socie-
ties of the Middle Temple and Gray’s Inn, which

" continued till the year 1851, when the several
Inns of Court came to an agreement; and, having
appointed a Council of Legal Education, adopted
certain regulations which, with some slight varia-
tions, have been maintained until the promul-
gation of the new scheme, which will be presently
noticed. Under these regulations lectures were
established, at which the attendance of the students
was made compulsory, except in the case of
those who should submit themselves to voluntary
examination,

In the year 1854 a Royal Commission was
appointed ¢ to inquire into the arrangements of the

of Parliament, men of letters, and country gentlemen,
crowded to hear him,”—Life of Mackintosk, 1. 107,








































































































































































78 LINCOLN’s INN.

bearing occupies the three central lights below the
transom. In the upper part of the central light
above the transom are the arms of the Hon.
Society of Lincoln’s Inn. Both these embellish-
ments were put up in 1703. The remainder of the
window is filled with the arms of the Benchers who
have been Treasurers of Lincoln’s Inn from the
year 1680, the time of the discontinuance of the
Readers. There are sixtecn of these in each light,
excepting the central, making one hundred and
seventy in the whole number, besides eleven
coats of arms in the upper tracery of the window,
ending with those of Kenyon Stevens Parker, Esq.,
Treasurer in 1862. The glazing of the great circle
above is composed of pieces of stained glass, in-
serted without any regard to design or arrangement
of colour. It must be admitted that the glazing of
this window is far from satisfactory, and that it
forms a remarkable contrast to the side lights.

In the great western window the circle is of
uncoloured glass, and the other portions contain
the arms of eminent members of the Society who
have been Readers. To these have been lately
added the arms of the Treasurers from 1863 to
1872, inclusive.

In the porch is placed a cenotaph to the memory
of the Rt. Hon. Spencer Perceval, with a mural
tablet of marble, which was originally affixed to the







8o LINCOLN’S INN.

Kt. Judge in the Supreme Court of Bengal, who
died in July, 1848, on his passage from Calcutta to
England, with this inscription :—

In memoriam HENRICI WILMOT SETON, Equitis
Aurati, qui Londini natus, Schola Westmonasteriensi
postea Coll. Trin,apud Cantabrigienses bonis literis hand
mediocriter imbutus, mox hujusce Societatis edicto in
patronorum ordinem cooptatus, tandem ad Judicis locum
in suprema Bengalensi curia evectus, postquam munere
judiciali fere per decennium summa cum laude ac
reverentia strenue functus esset, cceli intemperie et fori
laboribus confectus, domum sero revertens, medio in
itinere mortem obit A. D, 1848. wxtatis su® 64. Viro
solerti, simplici, verecundo, erga Deum pietate, erga
amicos comitate, studio, constantia, erga omnes homines
benignitate insigni, tabulam amoris ac desiderii monu-
mentum, sodales aliquot superstites poni curaverunt,

By the side of this tablet is another in memory
of Sir Francis Simpkinson, who was Treasurer of
the Society at the time of the inauguration of the
New Hall and Library, and died in July 1851.
The inscription is as follows :—

Memorie Sacrum JOHANNIS AUGUSTI FRANCISCI
SIMPKINSON, Equitis Aurati, Jurisconsulti Regii, hujusc.
Societatis e Prefectis Consessoribus qui Thesaurarius
anno M DCCC XLV creatus, Reginam Victoriam Aides
Collegii magnificentius extructas inaugurare dignantem
publico hospitio preses excepit, annuo, qui apud suos est,
magistratu singulari cum honore functus. Vir legum
peritissimus, plurimis literis ornatus, benignus, fidelis,
verax, summa probitate, simulatione virtutum nulla, ita
ad majora se in Deum officio paratius accessurum

’




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































