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LIVES OF THE APOSTLES

INTRODUCTION

Jesus Christ, the Saviour and Teacher sent from

God, soon after he commenced his ministry, selected

twelve men to be his immediate followers and confi-

dential disciples. ' Now the names of the twelve

apostles are these ; the first, Simon who is called

Peter, and Andrew his brother ; James the son of

Zebedee, and John his brother ; Philip, and Bar-

tholomew ; Thomas, and Matthew the Publican
;

James the son of Alpheus, and Lebbeus, whose sur-

name was Thaddeus ; Simon the Canaanite, and

Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.' This hst

of the apostles is taken from the Gospel of Matthew, "^

who was himself one of them. We are also present-

ed with a similar catalogue in the Gospels of Mark and

Luke, and in the book of Acts.^^

Why the exact number of twelve was appointed, it

is more difficuh than important to determine. Per-
haps it was done in compliance with the attachment of

* Chap. X. 2, 3, 4.
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6 INTRODUCTION.

tlie Jews to that number. Perhaps it was with a more

particular reference to the number of the sons of Ja-

cob, and the tribes of which they were the progenitors

and founders ; ' ye also,' says Jesus, ' shall sit upon

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.'

This is a point, however, of little or no consequence

;

and therefore need not detain us in discussion.

The motives which induced the Master to call to

himself a select company of disciples, seem to be much

more obvious. It was proper and even necessary,

that he should have some followers in whom he might

particularly confide, and who should be always near

him and about him.

It was needful, in the first place, that he should be

thus attended, in order that the wonders, which he

worked in confirmation of the divinity of his mission,

should be nearly inspected and credibly attested. I

deem it one of the strongest evidences of the truth of

our Saviour's miracles, that they were performed, not

only in sight of the multitude, but of a select company,

who were too familiar with him to be deceived them-

selves, and too honest to join with him in deceiving oth-

ers. Being brought into the midst of his operations, they

were qualified to judge of their reality and integrity,

and therefore qualified to report them to the world

with all the warmth of conviction, and all the direct-

ness, particularity, and authority of constant experience

and repeated vision. A changing crowd, never com-

posed perhaps on any two occasions of the same mate-

rials, might have been mistaken ; but a band of twelve

companions could not have been. They were fitted,
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as in no other way they could have been so well,

for the purpose of declaring to men the power from

above with which their Master was invested ; and that

they might be thus prepared, was one of his designs in

choosing them. ' Ye are witnesses of these things,'

said he to the eleven, after his resurrection from the

dead. He evinced a consciousness of innocence and

sincerity, by admitting so many partakers of his se-

cret counsels and his daily deeds ; and he manifested

his wisdom, by securing such an irrefragable testimony

to the reality of those signs from Heaven, which point-

ed him out as truly the Son of God.

The apostles were selected, in the second place, in

order that by reiterated instruction they might become

well acquainted with the religion which their master

was about to establish on the earth. * It is given unto

you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.'

Jesus addressed himself to all who had ears to hear,

but more particularly to those twelve, who were to

preach in his name when he should be Hfted up ; be-

cause, through them, mankind were to receive the

tidings of his salvation. He chose them, that he

might teach them, so that they in turn might teach.

His doctrine was so new, so different from what men
had been used to dignify with the title of religion, that

occasional lessons to the multitude, uttered in a con-

fined sphere and by a single individual, would hardly

have served the purpose of rendering it familiar and
making it well understood. On this account it was
more minutely, clearly, and repeatedly explained to a

select class of pupils, who were thus prepared to be-
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come instructers themselves, and, by penetrating into

different and distant countries, to disseminate among

the nations of the earth a religious system, which was

at first promulgated to the Jewish people, and limited

to their small inheritance alone. They were called

apostles^ because they were sent out into the world.

Before they were sent, they were instructed in the

purposes and powers of their mission. And how slow

they were to comprehend, after all the pains which

had been bestowed on them, the true nature of the

Messiah's kingdom and hws, may be read in their

own confessions of ignorance. It was late, and not till

after supernatural illumination, that they were thor-

oughly initiated in the true meaning of the religion,

which they were committed to preach and to spread.

This is a fact which forcibly attests, not the dullness of

the disciples, for their natural perceptions were as

quick as those of other men, but the need there was of

their being well grounded in the doctrines of Christ,

and the opposition which existed between the entire

simplicity and spirituality of those doctrines, and the

grossness of their own expectations and of the com-

mon opinions of the world.

It may be well to add to the above reasons for the

separation of the twelve, that they were brought into

a close personal intimacy with the Saviour, in order

that they might study his example, borrow his spirit,

and so receive the image of his hfe that they might

reflect it in their own. They were both the witnesses

and the objects and recipients of that divine gentleness,

compassion, and benevolence, which from that foun-
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tain flowed out all abroad on every thing. They could

not be so much in his society, without being affected

by the bland influences of his manners and character.

It was very probably intended that they should be thus

affected ; that they should behold the temper of Chris-

tianity in a living form ; its doctrines set forth in con-

duct ; its precepts illustrated by a perpetually corres-

ponding practice ; and that, beholding this, ihey should

be touched by its beauty, and conformed in some

measure to its likeness, and enabled to hold up, not

only the description, but the copy of it, before the

sight of men. It was almost an inevitable result of

their situation, that they should imbibe a portion of the

divine life of Christianity from their strict fellowship

with its founder. Like those flowers, which are known

to drink in the light of the sun while he remains above

the horizon, and then to give it out in mild flashes

when the evening shades come on, so the disciples,

while their Master sojourned with them, while the sun

of righteousness shone upon them, absorbed the beam-

ing excellence of his character, and then, when he

left the earth, emitted it partially again amidst the mo-

ral darkness which surrounded them.

One other purpose, which the connexion of the

twelve disciples with our Saviour was fitted to answer,

was, the qualification which it conferred on them for

recording his deeds and words, and preserving to pos-

terity the invaluable memorial. [ know not how we,

of this age, could have trusted implicitly to accounts

of the origin and true principles of the christian reli-

gion, which tradition alone might have brought down
1*
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to us ; nor is it easily conceivable how any persons

could have been better prepared to render an authentic,

trustworthy, and interesting history of our faith, than

were those who accompanied Jesus through the seve-

ral scenes of his ministry, and immediately succeeded

him in pubhshing the gospel. Accordingly, we find

that two, out of the four, relations of our Saviour's hfe

and death, were written by two of the twelve dis-

ciples ; and that the greater part of the remaining

books of the New Testament were hkewise composed

by the original apostles, and by that distinguished in-

dividual whose apostleship was bestowed on him

directly and miraculously from Heaven. It is true

that we are obliged to learn from tradition who the

writers were of several of the sacred books } but a

few facts of this simple nature might securely be trust-

ed to its keeping, though at the same time it would

be an improper depository, and an unsafe vehicle for

the numerous occurrences, sentiments, and precepts

which constitute the christian religion. It is a self-

evident proposition, that the chosen companions of

Jesus, having witnessed his miracles, having been in-

structed in his religion, and made intimately acquainted

with his character, were qualified in the best manner

to convert their experience into history, and to trans-

mit to the latest ages an indubitable standard of chris-

tian truth.

Such appear to be our Saviour's motives, as far as

we are authorized to judge of them, in nominating his

twelve disciples. It becomes a matter of no inconsid-

erable interest to us, to know something of the history,
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to ascertain something of the character, of those who

were so peculiarly and so highly distinguished.

Who were those, in the first place, whom the Sa-

viour of men, the Prince of Peace, the Son of God,

chose out of the whole world, to be his companions,

his pupils, his witnesses, his historians, his apostles, his

friends ? What were their qualities ? How were they

recommended to the notice of Jesus ? What were their

occupations, their condhion, education, principles ? It

was a remarkable station which they were called upon

to hold ; so near the person, so high in the confidence,

of the most exalted being who ever appeared on our

earth. As disciples ourselves, though it may be un-

worthy of the name, and as distant from them in merit

as we are in time, yet as professed disciples of that

heavenly Master, we are naturally curious to learn

more than simply the names of our favored predeces-

sors. We would make ourselves acquainted with

those men who saw, and heard, and touched, and lived

and conversed with, that holy prophet of God, for

whom we feel a reverence only inferior to that which

we entertain toward Him who sent him.

And who were those, we would ask, in the second

place, who were appointed by Jesus Christ to publish

his religion, and enabled by the assistance of the holy

spirit of God to publisli it successfully ? Who were

those, who, in obedience to their Master, went out

into all nations, teaching, converting, and baptizing,

and planting the parent churches of our faith in learn-

ed Greece, and lordly Rome, and benighted Africa,

and among those rude people of the north from whom
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we ourselves are descended ? It was no mean work

in which they were employed. No revolution of re-

corded time can equal it in glory ; for thrones were

subjected to its power, and the poor and humble of

the earth were raised by it to an elevation, for which

thrones would have been an inadequate substitute.

They, like their Lord, were invested with a control over

the operations of nature ; and more than that, they, like

him, and by his authority, and with his instruction,

founded an empire the most broad and lasting which has

ever existed, over the human mind. Who were they ?

As Christians, as subjects of that empire, as men

amazed, at the same time that we are rejoiced, at what

we have heard and what we behold, we are impelled

to inquire who they were, who established a dominion

which has already covered the civilized world, and is

apparently going on with ever encroaching steps, to

spread itself over the whole earth ? If the lives of any

men are interesting, theirs must be peculiarly so.

They are the great reformers, the great conquerors,

whose empire has been continually increasing and

strengthening, while the houses and dynasties of heroes

and kings have risen, and flourished, and passed away

into forgetfulness and ruin ; the only empire which

has grown more vigorous and more hopeful with age,

because the mind and the heart and the destiny of

man, and the good providence of God, are joined to

support and perpetuate it. Who were these men ?

No elaborate biography, no studied panegyric, has

portrayed to us the lives and characters of the apos-

tles of Christ. In their own condensed and simple
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writings, and in the quite as sinnple book of their Acts,

composed by one of their associates, we must glean

such sketches of them as are to be found in connexion

with the accounts of their Master and the history of

their religion ; for of themselves, as individuals, they

seldom think of speaking ; absorbed in their duty and

devoted to their great work, the idea of selfimpor-

tance or personal fame never seems to have entered

their minds. We shall not, however, esteem them

the less, because they were faithful to their calHng, and

sought not the praise and honor of men, and postpon-

ed their own glory to the glory of God. And although

our just curiosity may not be gratified by a full and

detailed portraiture of these eminent men, who re-

membered their work, and forgot themselves, yet we

shall meet with notices enough in the Scriptures of

the New Testament, to enable us to form for ourselves

an outline at least of some of their Hves and characters.

Of some of them we shall find more abundant accounts

than of others ; for among them, as well as among

mankind in general, there was undoubtedly a diversity

of power, which caused some of them to stand out in

the foreground of action, and others to remain com-

paratively in shade ; though all of them might have

been zealous, useful and efficient, and most probably

were so.

Though the sacred writings themselves are the only

sources of knowledge on this subject, to which we
may give imphcit credence, yet from other early doc-

uments we may obtain some narratives of the latter

days of the apostles, which are worthy of a good de-
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gree of faith. Making use, therefore, of such author-

ities as are within my reach, I shall proceed to give

some account of the twelve disciples of our Lord

;

pursuing the order in which they are arranged by

Matthew, only because his catalogue is the first which

occurs in the common collocation of the Gospel His-

tories.



SIMON PETER

Simon, who also received from our Lord the ap-

pellation of Peter, is invariably the first named on all

the four lists of the apostles, and was, on several ac-

counts, the chief of their company. He was one of

the first who was called to be a disciple ; though not

the very first, for Andrew his brother appears to have

been called before him, or at least at the same time

with him. He was distinguished above the rest by

the solemn predictions and trusts of his Master, by his

uncommon zeal, and by his strong natural talents.

He is altogether not only a conspicuous disciple, but

a remarkable man. The sacred historians give us

more copious accounts of him than of the other apos-

tles, and a distinct conception of his character may be

gained from what they relate.

He was, as is stated two or three times in the Gos-

pels, the son of John or Jona, who was probably, like

his children, a fisherman. The family lived in the

town of Bethsaida, on the western side of the lake of
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Genesareth, otherwise called the sea of Tiberias, or

the sea of Galilee, and consisted, as far as we can

ascertain, of Simon himself, his brother, and his father,

his wife, and her mother.

As we learn from the evangelist John, Simon was

acquainted with Jesus, and had heard him attentively,

before he became one of the selected disciples. His

brother Andrew was already one of the disciples of

John the Baptist, and was standing with a fellow dis-

ciple in company with their master, at a time when

Jesus was passing by. Looking upon him as he

walked, John exclaimed, ' Behold the Lamb of God !

'

Upon this, the two followed him, and, on the invitation

of Jesus, went w^ith him to his dwellingplace and

abode with him that day. Convinced of the justice

of his claims, Andrew sought for his brother Simon,

and saying to him, ' We have found the Messias, or

Christ,' he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus

beheld them, he said, ' Thou art Simon, the son of

Jona ; thou shalt be called Cephas,' which is by in-

terpretation into the Greek, Petra, and into English, a

Rock. By this manner of receiving Simon, Jesus

manifested that he was acquainted with him, and had

formed an estimate of his character ; that he had

marked him as one who was fitted by his energy and

activity to establish his religion on durable founda-

tions ; that even now he intended him for a great

work. The brothers may at this early period be

considered as disciples or pupils of Jesus, though not

yet chosen, according to the language of St Mark, to

' be with him always ;' for they still continued fishermen.
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That event took place a short time after, in the fol-

lowing manner. As Jesus stood by the lake, sur-

rounded by a crowd who were pressing upon him to

hear the word of God, he saw Simon and Andrew, in

the practice of their usual occupation, and washing

their nets on the shore. He entered their vessel, and

prayed them to thrust out a little from the land, that

he might the more conveniently teach the people.

Then, having finished his discourse, he bade them

launch out into the deep, and let down their net for a

draught of fishes. It is now that we begin to perceive

the ardent, affectionate, and confiding character of Pe-

ter. Though he and his companions had been toiling

through the night without the least success, yet he at

once consented to make another effort, in obedience

to the wishes of Jesus. ' Nevertheless, at thy word,'

he says, ' I will let down the net.' This was no soon-

er done, than such a multitude of fishes were enclosed,

that the net began to break, and they were obliged to

call their partners, who were in another ship, to assist

them, and both ships were so filled with what they

drew in as to be near sinking. On beholding this,

Simon Peter, ever a man of impulses, ' fell down at

Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sin-

ful man, O Lord.' In a transport of fearful humility

he beseeches Jesus to leave him, and not to stay with

one so unworthy of his holy and wonderful presence.

But Jesus, instead of leaving him, now gives him the

call to his apostleship, saying to him, ' Fear not; from

henceforth thou shah catch men ; ' or as the other evan-

gehsts write, applying the words to both the bre:hren,

3
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' I will make you fishers of men.' Readily accepting

the invitation to become the constant companions of the

Messiah, and perhaps secretly expecting worldly ad-

vantage from their connexion with so great a person-

age, they straightway left all, their property, their

home, and their former friends, and followed him.

Peter's character now rapidly unfolds itself ; a char-

acter of strong and contrasted features ; bold, honest,

and vehement, and yet wavering and inconstant ; now

forward and daring before all his companions, and now

more timid than any of them. Wherever we meet

with him, it is the same Simon that we see ; distinguish-

ed alike for high and generous virtues, and for faults

inconsistent with those virtues and altogether unworthy

of them. Strength and weakness, courage and irreso-

lution, impetuosity and indecision, are mixed up in hi§

temperament in a striking and yet perfectly natural

combination; and at the bottom of the whole, there

is a purity of feeling, and an integrity of purpose,

which endear him to his Master, and fit him at last

for his important destination and office.

One of the occasions which may be noticed as de-

veloping these characteristics, is that of his attempt to

walk on the sea to meet Jesus. We are informed

that after the miracle of the loaves and fishes, which

took place on one side of the lake, Jesus commanded

his disciples to pass over to the other in a vessel,

while he remained to send the multitude away. A
storm overtook the ship when she was in the midst of

the sea, and, while she was tossing on the waves,

Jesus came to them in the fourth watch of the night,
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or towards morning, walking on the sea, as on dry

land. At this extraordinary sight, the disciples were

troubled, saying ' It is a spirit;' and to such a height

was their terror excited, that they cried out for fear.

But Jesus immediately spoke to them, and bade them

not to be afraid, for it was himself. No sooner does

Peter hear his voice, than he not only dismisses his

fear, but gives loose to his enthusiasm, and unwilhng

to wait till his Master reaches the vessel, and perhaps

too, tempted a little to display his faith, and do some

great thing, he exclaims, before the others have recov-

ered the use of their speech, 'Lord, if it be thou, bid

me come unto thee on the water.' And Jesus, know-

ing him perfectly, and w^illing at once to gratify, to test,

and to instruct him, said, ' Come.' Peter descends

from the ship, and walks towards his Master. But

the storm was stronger than his trust ; and when he

felt himself out, so strangely and awfully, amidst the

dashing foam and the boisterous wind, he was afraid, and

he forgot his confidence ; and his faith, which hitherto

had borne him up, grew faint and unable to hold him,

and beginning to sink, he cried again, and with the

voice of despair, to Jesus, ' Lord, save me !
' ' And

immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught

him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, where-

fore didst thou doubt?' That was all the Saviour

said ; that mild rebuke, so unlike the denunciations

which his professed followers in other ages have launch-

ed at what they have been pleased to call, but could

not with certainty know to be, deficiencies of faith

;

that mild rebuke from him who did know all things,
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was the only punishment for the failing faith of the

disciple ;
' Wherefore didst thou doubt?' Wherefore,

after seeing what thou hast seen, and hearing what

thou hast heard, couldst thou doubt? And he raised

the selfconvicted man, and brought him into the ship,

and ' the wind ceased.'

Notwithstanding Simon's occasional misgivings and

temporary weaknesses, his fidelity was in the main

firm and certain, because it was founded on the real

goodness and tenderness of his nature. There was a

time, when, as related in the sixth chapter of the Gos*-

pel of John, many of the followers of Jesus ' went

back, and walked no more with him,' because he

spoke to them obscurely and figuratively of his office

and kingdom, and because, from what they did under-

stand, they began to suspect that there was something

much more spiritual, and much less lucrative and

splendid in his proposed dominion, than suited with

their earthly conceptions. They went back, there-

fore, and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus

unto the twelve, his chosen twelve, ' Will ye also go

away?' To whose heart, of those twelve hearts,

does the affecting appeal first find its way ? Who an-

swers it first ? The same man who but just now was

afraid of the wind. ' Then Simon Peter answered him.

Lord, to whom shall we go ? thou hast the words of

eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art

that Christ, the Son of the living God.' Generous, full-

hearted, though too inconstant disciple ! Though oth-

ers desert that good and gentle Master, thou wilt not

leave him. In this time of trial, thy heart has kept
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thee right. Thou art like some tall and comely tree,

whose pliant trunk is swayed hither and thither by the

passing storm, but whose tenacious root spreads wide

abroad, and pierces deep beneath, and still reclaims

the waving plant, and binds it firmly to the soil it loves.

At yet another time also, Peter made the same

open and bold confession. It was when Jesus, hav-

ing asked his disciples, whom men said that he was,

and having received their answer, put the question to

them, saying, ' But whom say ye that I am ?
' Again

it is the ardent Simon who advances before the rest,

and answers unhesitatingly, ' Thou art the Christ,

the Son of the living God.' This renewed proof of

his attachment and faith draws forth the marked ap-

probation of his Master, who answered him and said,

^ Blessed art thou, Simon, son of Jona ; for flesh and

blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father

who is in heaven. The spirit of God, himself, hath

enlightened thee. And I say also unto thee, that thou

art Peter. I have already called thee a rock, and upon

this rock will I build my church, and the gates of

the place of death shall not prevail against it. Upon
thy exertions shall the foundations of my church be

laid, and laid so strongly that they shall never be

overturned nor destroyed. And I will give unto thee

the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever

thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven

;

and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, shall be

loosed in heaven.'

That by these words of Jesus a certain degree of

apostolic preeminence was conferred on Peter, I think

3^



89 SIMON PETER.

is too plain to be disputed ; though some overzealous

Protestants have denied the fact. But why they should

wish to deny it, I cannot see ; for I cannot see how
the primacy which his Lord chose to confer on him

should disturb them, nor can I see, on the other hand,

how that primacy, being fully admitted, can be an ar-

gument for the papal supremacy. If Peter was thought

by his master worthy of standing first among his disci-

ples, who shall say that he did not deserve the dignity ?

But what was the nature of that dignity ? ' On this

rock will I build my church.' said Jesus. The chris-

tian church was not built on Peter alone, nor by him

alone ; for all the apostles contributed to the edifice

;

but to Peter was commissioned the duty of first de-

claring the gospel to the Jews, and indeed, by a spe-

cial vision, to the Gentiles also ; and the centurion and

his family, converted and baptized by him, were the

firsts fruits of Christianity out of the Jewish pale. He
was therefore the foundation of the church ; the rock

on which its beginnings were laid. But there is nothing

transferable in this part of his dignity, at least. The
foundations of the church are not to be laid twice and

thrice, and over and over again, because a series of

men calling themselves popes, claim to be his suc-

cessors. Neither is there any promise of transmitting

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, which signify on-

ly that authority which Peter, as an accredited apos-

tle of Christ was to have in his ministry. He was em-

powered to act in gener:.l as an ambassador from Hea-

ven ; to enact regulations, to establish and to break

down, to do and to undo, with the concurrence and
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power of the Head of the Church himself. And this

authority, let it be remembered, was committed to all

the rest of the apostles in precisely the same words

;

for they also were to preach their Master's doctrine to

the world, and needed his delegated power in things

pertaining to his kingdom. To them also did he say,

therefore, ' Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be

bound in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose on

earth, shall be loosed in heaven.' The preeminence

of Peter, then, appears to be simply a precedence

among his brethren and equals, which was conceded

to his abilities and energy ; and a preference which

was bestowed on him as a teacher of the religion of

Christ. But there is no promise, no intimation, in the

scriptures, that even this preeminence was to descend

on other men ; nor does the similarity between the

popes of Rome and Simon Peter of Bethsaida, be-

tween the triple crowned sovereigns of Christendom,

w^ho once set their feet on kings' necks, and the plain

fisherman of the sea of Galilee, seem to be, in any

point of view, very close or striking.

Whatever elation of heart may have been produced

in Peter by the praise of a beloved Master, it was al-

most immediately doomed to be checked and morti-

fied by the same impartial voice ; for in the very chap-

ter which records this last occurrence, we are told

that the disciple drew upon himself one of the severest

rebukes which Jesus ever uttered. ' From that time

forth,' says the evangelist, ' began Jesus to show unto

his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and

suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and
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scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third

day.' Intimations of this kind were always peculiarly

unwelcome and enigmatical to the disciples ; and on

this occasion Peter comes forward as usual, and with

even more than his usual warmth, took up his Master,

and began to rebuke him, saying, ' Be it far from thee,

Lord ; this shall not be unto thee.' Though he had

so lately acknowledged Jesus to be the Messiah, and

had adhered to him in his humble and unkingly condi-

tion, yet even he had not wholly disjoined the ideas of

worldly power and dignity from the person and office

of the expected Saviour ; and the thought of his violent

and shameful death was altogether shocking to him.

But Jesus was particularly anxious to crush these mis-

apprehensions, and to familiarize his followers to his

real situation and his approaching and inevitable fate.

He therefore thought proper, before them all, to ex-

press in a manner which might make them feel, how

earnest his disapprobation was of their temporal ex-

pectations and fancies. ' He turned, and said unto

Peter, get thee behind me, Satan; [tempter, adver-

sary ;] thou art an offence unto me ; for thou savourest

not the things that be of God, but those that be of

men.' The disciples had yet to learn, Simon Peter

had yet to learn, how pure, unearthly and immortal

that religion was, which they were appointed one day

to promulgate ; how it associated itself more with hu-

man suffering than with human glory and pride ; more
with the secret sympathies and internal affections,

much more, than with the outward adornments of our

nature ; and the early death of their Master—an event
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which they could not bear to think, and could hardly

conceive of, but which he, the divine Master, saw with

a clear and steady vision—was yet to teach them, that

the infant doctrine which was to go through the world,

consoling the sorrows of the mourner, and pouring

balm into wounded bosoms, was itself first to be nur-

tured with tears, and baptized in blood.

There is no doubt that Peter received his Master's

rebuke properly, for we find that he was still distin-

guished and confided in by him. He, together with

James and John, was selected to witness the transfigu-

ration on the mount ; and in the same company, he had

also witnessed the resurrection of the daughter of

Jairus. It appears moreover, that about this time he

and his Lord dwelt together at Capernaum, in the same

house ; for when the gatherers of the annual tribute

came to Peter, he went into the house, and was there

told by Jesus how he was to obtain a piece of money

which would pay for them both. It would appear,

therefore, that they lived together, and if so, that the

disciple was high in the favor and confidence of his

Master. He seems also to have exercised a sort of

conceded preeminence among the twelve, as we often

find him speaking in their name and behalf, both in

asking and in answering questions. His rank is now

evidently fixed. He is honored by his Master, not-

withstanding his imperfections, and he is the head of

the apostles, both from appointment and character.

But his fault of impetuosity is not yet mended. It

is one of the last faults, perhaps, which ever is mended,

because it is constitutional. On that most solemn
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night of the last supper, Jesus, in order that he might

at once testify his affection for his disciples, whom he

loved unto the end, and show them also an example

of practical humihty, began to wash their feet, as if he

had been their servant. When he came to Peter^

that disciple, hurt and grieved that his Master should

undertake so menial an office, gives way to his feel-

ings, again presumes to dictate to that very Master,

and exclaims, ' Lord, dost thou wash my feet ?' Jesus

condescends to expostulate with him, and to assure

him that he would soon explain to him the act which

now appeared so strange. ' What I do, thou knowest

not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.' But Peter

will not yield, nor listen, but answers, ' Thou shalt never

wash my feet.' To which Jesus replies, ' If I wash

thee not, thou hast no part with me.' That is, ' Ifyou

will not receive this syrnbolical lesson of humility ; if

you cannot cease your disputes about who shall be

greatest in my kingdom ; if you will not divest your-

selves of your notions of place and dignity, and be-

come lowly, meek, and mutually kind, as my disciples

ought to be, and must be. If they desire my approba-

tion, then I must discard you from my service, and

deprive you of my friendship.' Peter, subdued at the

bare intimation of forfeiting his Master's esteem, and

again driven beyond the just hmits of duty by the sud-

den revulsion of his ungoverned feelings, cries out,

' Lord, not my feet only, but my hands and my head.

Wash me all over, if it be thy wnll, only take not from

me thy love.' How perfectly natural is the whole of
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this scene ; how consistent with the previous character

of Peter ; how just to the character of his Lord !

And now the time draws near, when the first of the

apostles is to be tried more severely, and to fall more

sadly than ever. Soon after Jesus had washed his

disciples' feet, he began to talk to them, in a most af-

fecting strain, of his speedy death and his return to

his Father. Peter's feelings are again alarmed, and

he declares that wherever his Master may go, he will

follow him, and go with him, even into prison and to

death. ' Though all men shall be offended because

of thee, yet I will never be offended ; I will lay down

my life for thy sake.' Jesus, better aware of his dis-

ciple's weakness, and knowing that it would not be

equal to the approaching trial, mournfully answered,

' Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake ? Verily,

verily, I say unto thee, the cock shall not crow, till

thou hast denied me thrice.' And yet the ardent dis-

ciple spoke the more vehemently, and said, ' Though

I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.'

Let us mark the result. After discoursing to his dis-

ciples, in those beautiful words which are to be found in

the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of the

Gospel of John, Jesus went out with them, and coming

to a place which was named Gethsemane, left them

there, and taking with him Peter, James and John, to

watch with him, withdrew apart to pray to his Father.

When he returned to these favored three, he found

them, not watching, but asleep. It was towards morn-

ing ; and with frames oppressed with fatigue, and minds

made heavy with sorrow, they had not been able to
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watch with their suffering and agonized Lord during

his short absence, but had sunk down in a leaden

sluniber. More in pity than in wrath, the Saviour, ad-

dressing himself particularly to Peter, as the individual

who had boasted the loudest, and had the most need

of warning, said to him, 'What! could ye not watch

with me one hour ? After all your professions, can

you not banish sleep, and prove your attachment, by

a vigil, for my sake, of one short hour ? Watch and

pray, that ye enter not into temptation ; the spirit in-

deed is full of courage, but the flesh is weak.' Again

and again he returns to them, and still finds them sleep-

ing. Then comes the traitor Judas, with his band, and

they are roused effectually ; and Peter, who could not

watch for his Master at his earnest request, undertakes,

without his authority, to fight for him ; and he drew his

sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut

off his ear. So much easier is it to fight, than to be

dutiful ; and so much the more readily could Peter

obey the impulses of his passions, than the behest of

his Lord. Jesus calmly reproves the offender, and

then all his disciples forsook him and fled.

There were two, however, who did not wholly for-

sake him ; but still, though at a distance, followed him.

One of these two was Peter ; he sincerely loved his

Master, and though just rebuked by him, he resolves

not to lose sight of him, but follows him afar off, even

into the court of the high priest's house. There,

trembling, anxious, and vibrating between fear and af-

fection, he takes his seat with the servants at the fire.

He does not remain there long unsuspected, but is
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charged with being one of the followers of Jesus. His

fear preponderates ; his bold resolution, so lately form-

ed, gives way ; he denies all knowledge of his Mas-

ter. Yes, Simon Peter, the leader of the twelve, the

rock of the church, the confidant of Jesus, who walked

on the sea, who held the spiritual keys, who saw the

dead raised up, who witnessed the glorious transfigu-

ration, who declared himself but just now ready to be

bound, and led to death for his Master, now sits

among menials, denying him to menials ! with the

mingled flush of dread and shame upon his cheek, de-

nying to a set of scoffing hirelings of a corrupt palace,

that he ever knew that kind and trusting Master, whom
he had so lately acknowledged to be the princely Mes-

siah, the Son of the King of Heaven ! By and by,

and from another quarter, he is again attacked with

the same charge ;^^ Thou also wast with Jesus of Na-

zareth.' Having committed himself once, and not hav-

ing recovered from his confusion and fear ; detected,

and yet obstinate ; struggling between contrition and

wrath, a deep sense of humiliation, and a strong dread

of exposure, he again ' denied before them all, saying,

I know not what thou sayest.' Only imagine the scene!

Jesus, standing bound, as if he had been a criminal,

surrounded by soldiers and exulting enemies, and ques-

tioned like an apprehended culprit by the high priest,

but dignified, collected, and prepared for the worst

;

while just below is his chief disciple, in the midst of a

servile"crowd, agonized with terror, and endeavouring

with all his native vehemence, and with a native accent

too, which of itself contradicts him, to clear himself be-

c
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fore his contemplible accusers from the imputation of

having any thing to do with one whom he had been

following daily and hourly for months, and whom, but a

few moments ago, he had promised to follow to prison

and to death ! But the measure of his degradation is

not yet full ; for again, the third time, is the charge re-

peated ;
' Surely, thou also art one of them, for thy

speech betrayeth thee.' And then, as others are apt

to do, who become more boisterous the more they

are in the wrong and the nearer they are to detection,

and who call the God of truth to witness their trans-

gressions of truth, the unhappy man ' began to curse

and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And im-

mediately the cock crew.' How dark is the account

liow of disgrace and crime against the fallen disciple !

Ingratitude, cowardice, falsehood, profanity ! It was

the lowest fall ; and, thank God, it was the last. ' The

Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.' What a vol-

ume of pathos and eloquence is contained in those few

simple words ! His Lord looked upon him, ' and

with that gracious and chiding look called him back to

himself and him.' He remembered all ; remembered

his Master's love, remembered his Master's warning,

remembered his own duty. Conviction falls upon him,

repentance overwhelms him, and he went out and wept

bitterly.

From this time till after the crucifixion of Jesus, we

hear no more of Peter. He probably passed this dis-

tressing interval in remorse and tears ; and there is no

doubt that his repentance was entire and sincere, and

that his character was much improved and purified by
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(he late fiery trial through which it had been led ; for

we find that Jesus, on the morning of his resurrection,

after he had shown himself to Mary Magdalene, ap-

peared also to Peter, in testimony of his continued

confidence in him ; and that Peter had returned to his

allegiance is manifest from the fact that he was the first

of the male disciples who descended into the tomb

wherein the Saviour had been laid.

Some days afterwards, as several of the disciples

were fishing together in a vessel, on the sea of Tibe-

rias, Jesus appeared to them on the shore. On this

occasion we may again observe a symptom of Peter's

characteristic ardor. No sooner had he understood

from John that it was the Lord who stood on the shore,

and had been speaking with them, than he girt his

fisher's coat about him, cast himself into the sea, and

in this manner gained the land, while the rest came

after him in the vessel. When they had all dined on

the fish which had been taken, Jesus required of Pe-

ter that thrice repeated assurance of his love, in which

a fanciful interpreter would discover a direct allusion

to the late thrice repeated denial. On receiving each

assurance, his Lord gives him an especial charge to

feed his sheep. He then signified to him, though

darkly, by what death he should glorify God ; but re-

fused to gratify his curiosity respecting the fate of his

fellow disciple, John.

In the Gospels, we have no further information re-

specting this apostle. On turning to the book of Acts,

however, he is immediately presented to us in his for-

mer rank and station, as chief of the apostles, speak-
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ing in their name, and presiding at their meetings. It

is he who proposes that the vacated place of Judas

Iscariot should be supplied by lot. When some of

those who were present at the effusion of the Holy

Spirit, and the gift of tongues, mocked at the disciples,

and said that they were full of new wine, it was Peter

who in a most spirited manner refuted the slander, and

spoke so powerfully of his Master's claims, that on the

same day there were added to the number of chris-

tian believers, about three thousand souls. It was

Peter who healed the lame man at the Beautiful Gate

of the temple ; who addressed the people on that oc-

casion ; who, when arraigned before the chief priests,

declared so boldly to them that salvation was alone by

Jesus Christ ; and who, when he and his companion

John were commanded not to speak at all nor teach in

that name, returned, jointly with the beloved disciple,

that heroic answer, ' Whether it be right in the sight of

God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge

ye.' It was Peter who exposed the deception of

Ananias and his wife Sapphira, and at whose feet

they both fell down dead. And it was Peter, who by

his shadow alone, healed many who were laid in his

way.

After Samaria had, through the instrumentality of

Philip, received the word of God, Peter and John

were sent there by the apostles, in order that they

might lay their hands on the converts, and cause them

to receive the Holy Spirit. And then it was that

Peter so indignantly rebuked Simon the sorcerer, who

thought that the gift of God might be purchased with
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money. ' Thy money perish with thee,' said he

;

' thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter, for thy

heart is not right in the sight of God.'

We now find him very actively engaged in the duties

of his apostleship, ' passing throughout all quarters,'

performing miracles, preaching the word, and feeding

the sheep of the great shepherd. At Lydda, he heal-

ed a certain man named iEneas, who had been sick

with the palsy eight years ; and at the neighbouring

town of Joppa he raised to life a pious female disciple

by the name of Tabitha, or Dorcas.

At Joppa he abode many days with one Simon, a

tanner. It was while he was hving here, that he was

called to instruct and baptize Cornelius, the centurion,

who dwelt in Csesarea ; to prepare him for which du-

ty, he was taught, in a remarkable vision, not to call

any creature of God common or unclean, and that

God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation he

that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is ac-

cepted with him. With these convictions on his

mind, he obeys the call of Cornelius to come to him,

and while he is addressing him, witnesses the descent

of the spirit on him and his family, and orders them to

be baptized in the name of the Lord. Thus he ful-

filled to the utmost the prediction with which his name

of Peter was conferred on him, and founded the chris-

tian church in both the Jewish and the Gentile world.

It was an event of which we at this period can hardly

estimate the importance. Devoid of Jewish prejudices

and antipathies, we can hardly conceive with what

consternation the Jewish converts, who, as Jews, had

c*

%S^.-
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always cherished the belief that religion and truth

and God's peculiar favor always had been, and always

were to be, confined to them, must have listened to

the intelligence, that the chief of the apostles had

been breaking down the wall, and drawing up the veil

which were interposed between the faithful people

and the rest of the world, and that henceforth there

was to be no spiritual distinction between Hebrew and

Greek, Jew and Gentile. Some conception of this in-

dignant surprise of theirs may be formed from the

recorded circumstance, that when Peter had returned

to Jerusalem, 'they that were of the circumcision,' in-

cluding his fellow apostles, and indeed the whole

christian church, 'contended with him, saying, thou

wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with

them.' It was enough to provoke their amazement

that he simply eat with them. Bat Peter had the

stedfastness to defend himself, and expound the whole

matter to them from the beginning ; and so much

were they impressed by the force and reason of his

words, that they acquiesced in peace, ' and glorified

God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles

granted repentance unto life.'

Not long after this, Peter was put into prison by

Herod, but was set free by an angel. He then went

down from Judea to Caesarea, and there abode ; very

probably in the house, or under the protection of Cor-

nelius, his distinguished convert.

The next time that we hear of him, is at the meet-

ing of apostles and elders, w^hich is generally called

the Council of Jerusalem, and which was convened to
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settle the long and veheniently agitated question, again

brought up by some of the beheving Pharisees, whether

it was needful to circumcise all converts, and command
them to keep the law of Moses. When there had been

much disputing, Peter rose up, and gave his decided

opinion against the necessity of circumcising the Gen-

tiles, or bringing them under the ceremonial law. And
with this opinion the Council at last coincided.

With the history of this Council, the notices of Peter's

life in the Acts of the apostles come to an end. He is

named a few times in the epistles of Paul, and once

with reprehension. That apostle tells us, in his epis-

tle to the Galatians, that when Peter was come to An-

tioch, he withstood him to the face, because he was to

be blamed ; for that although he had already eaten

with Gentiles, according to his own new principles so

openly professed, yet when some of the circumcision

came to Antioch, he withdrew from the Gentiles, from

fear of the circumcised. This was an inconsistency,

certainlv, and shows that some remains of weakness

still lingered about the character of Peter ; but it is the

only inconsistency which is laid to his charge from the

time of his Master's resurrection ; and he can easily be

forgiven, when we consider how much he had done

and suffered, ever since that event, in his Master's

name, and for his Master's cause.

All that remains to be said of this remarkable man,

is to be gathered, not from the scriptures, but from

other early accounts, the authority of which, though

not to be compared with that of the scriptures, should

be held in a due degree of respect. We are informed

N>.
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by EusebiuSj that Origen wrote of him, that ' he was

supposed to have preached to the Jews of the disper-

sion in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and

Asia. And at length coming to Rome, was crucified

with his head downwards.' This kind of death he

was said to have requested, out of a feeling of humble

respect to his Master. If so, it is an affecting conclu-

sion of his eventful Hfe, and another striking exhibition

of his ardent character. He conceived it too great an

honor that such an one as he should meet his death

erect, and looking upwards, like his beloved and vene-

rated Lord ; and so, with his head in the dust, he closed

his labors, his failings, his sufferings, and his life.

He is said to have been bishop of Rome for twenty-

four or twentyfive years, and to have died at about the

age of seventyfive. We are also told, that he was first

buried in the catacombs, two miles from the city, and

afterwards deposited in the Vatican ; and it is the be-

lief of the Roman Catholics that his body now reposes

under the splendid church which is called by his name.

It is probable that he was a married man, and that

his wife accompanied him in his journies. St Paul

is thought to intimate as much, when he says, in his

first epistle to the Corinthians,"^ ' Have we not power

to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles,

and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas ?'

Two epistles of Peter are received into the Canon

of the New Testament. The authenticity of the first

is well established and generally allowed. It is ad-

dressed « to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus,

* Chap. ix. 5.
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Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.' By these

' strangers' is most probably meant the Jewish Chris-

tians who sojourned in those regions ; though some

commentators would have the term to apply both to

Jewish and Gentile converts. The epistle was written

from Rome, which is figuratively denominated Baby-

lon, in the concluding salutation. Its purpose was to

strengthen and comfort those to whom it was address-

ed, who were suffering under the persecutions which

had begun to be fiercely waged against them by the

heathens. The topics urged in it, are equal to its de-

sign, and are highly consolatory and animating. Of

the whole epistle, Erasmus says, ' It is worthy of the

Prince of the Apostles, and full of apostolical dignity

and authority. It is sparing in words, but full of sense.'

The genuineness ofthe second epistle has been called

in question, from early times. It never was fully dis-

proved, however, and there was good reason for num-

bering it at last among the sacred books. The testi-

mony of Eusebius concerning it is as follows : ' One
epistle of Peter, called his first, is acknowledged.

This the presbyters of ancient times have quoted in

their writings, as undoubtedly genuine. But that call-

ed his second, we have been informed by tradition, has

not been received as a part of the New Testament.

Nevertheless, appearing to many to be useful, it hath

been carefully studied with the other scriptures.'

Origen, who flourished in the third century, says of the

two epistles, ' Peter, on whom the church is built, hath

left an epistle universally acknowledged. Let it be

granted that he has also wrote a second ; for it i§
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doubted.' That it was doubted, is no proof of any

thing more than that the evidence in its favor was not

so complete as that which could be produced for other

sacred books. And it may be said, both of this epis-

tle and the few other writings of the canon which

were not fully received, that they manifest in their his-

tory, how careful the first Christians were in examin-

ing the claims of alleged apostolical compositions, and

adopting them as of authority in the church. The
learned and candid Lardner observes, that so well

founded was the judgment of those early Christians,

concerning the books of the New Testament, that no

writing which was by them pronounced genuine, has,

since their time, been found spurious ; neither have we,^

at this day, the least reason to think any book genuine,

which they rejected.

We may be authorized, therefore, in accepting the

second epistle of Peter as his true work, notwith-

standing the rather doubtful character of its evidence.

If it was written by him, it was probably written to the

same persons, and from the same place with the first.

It was written, also, not long after the first, and not

long before the death of the apostle.
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Of Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, we are

told but little in the sacred writings; not enough, in-

deed, to enable us to form any estimate of his chara'c-

ter. We may be permitted to conjecture, however,

from the circumstance of his having been a disciple of

John the Baptist, and also from his having gone vol

untarily to hear the instructions of Jesus, and thus

made himself his first disciple among those who were

afterwards his apostles ; we may conjecture, I say,

from these circumstances, which have already been

stated in the life of Peter, that the temperament of

Andrew was sober and religious, and that his mind was

remarkably open to the reception of truth. So far

as we can argue at all, we may argue the existence of

every thing that is good, from such commendable ap-

pearances. We can easily believe that he was a se-

rious, candid, stedfast man ; very probably without

the shining talents and the burning zeal of his brother,

and quite as probably without his brother's promi-

nent fauhs. That not much is recorded of him, is a

proof that he was not very forward or active among
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the twelve ; but it is by no means a proof that he

wanted good sense, discretion, or stability.

We find, concerning him, that he was the disciple,

who, just before the miracle of feeding the five thou-

sand, informed Jesus that there was a lad present who

had five barley loaves and two small fishes, and then

added the question, ' But what are they among so

many?' This question, on the first view of it, seems

to denote that Andrew had no idea that it was practi-

cable to feed the multitude, and merely mentioned the

small quantity of provisions in despair, and as an ag-

gravation of their condition ; but it is possible too that

he may have entertained a secret hope that it was in

his Master's power to relieve their wants even with

the five loaves and two fishes, and that he propounded

the question in a hesitating manner, that he might

draw forth his Master's intentions. If this last is the

fact, it shows that he possessed more faith than was

often manifested by the other disciples, though not

such an enthusiastic faith as was sometimes displayed

by his more ardent brother.

We read also of Andrew, that when certain Greeks,

who had come up to Jerusalem to worship at the feast

of the Passover, expressed to Philip their desire to

see Jesus, Philip mentioned the request to Andrew,

and then they went both together to impart it to Jesus.

These Greeks were no doubt what were called Prose-

lytes of the Gate, or Greeks who had been converted

to the acknowledgment and worship of the true God

;

but who, on account of their Gentile extraction, were

not entitled to all the religious privileges and distinc-
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tions of native Jews. They had heard of the fame of

Jesus, and desired to be introduced to his presence,

not only to gratify their curiosity, but, if we may judge

from the succeeding discourse of our Saviour, to in-

quire concerning his kingdom. The precaution which

was used by Philip in preferring their request, is a

sign, in the first place, that he was doubtful whether a

Gentile ought to be brought into the company of the

Messiah ; and secondly, that Andrew was, in his opin-

ion, a person with whom he might profitably consult,

in an affair which appeared to him to be of some mo-

ment and delicacy.

It was a few days after this, that Andrew, together

with Peter, James and John, asked Jesus, privately,

w^hat the sign should be, when all the things, which he

had just been telling them respecting the destruction

of the temple, should be fulfilled. This is all which is

related of this apostle in the Gospels. In no other part

of the writings of the New Testament is he ever men-

tioned, excepting as he is included in the mention of

the apostles as a body.

Other ancient accounts inform us, that he preached

the gospel in various countries,^and was at last cruci-

fied-at Patrae in Achaia, by order of Egaeus, procon-

sul of that province. His body was afterwards re-

moved to Constantinople, and he is considered by

the modern Greeks, as founder of the Byzantine or

Constantinopolitan church.

(^:
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James, the son of Zebedee, and the brother of

John, is the third named on Matthew's Hst of the

apostles. Of his father we are told nothing ; but his

mother, as appears by a comparison of parallel passa-

ges, was Salome, who emulated her children in attach-

ment to the Saviour, and is spoken of as one of those

women who followed and occasionally served him,

who accompanied him to the cross, and were the first

who were permitted to see him after his resurrect

tion. This James has received the surname of the

Greater, or Elder, to distinguish him from the other

apostle, James the Less, of whom T shall speak here-

after.

He, with his brother John, pursued the same occu-

pation with their townsmen Peter and Andrew, and

were partners with them. They were also washing

their nets on the shore, when Jesus entered the ves-

sel of their partners. They beheld the miraculous

draught of fishes ; they assisted to secure it ; they

were astonished at it, and when Jesus, after calling
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Peter and Andrew, called them also, ' they immedi-

ately left the ship and their father, and followed him.'

Here I cannot help requesting my readers to pause

a moment, and consider the fortunes, the singular, and,

if the word were holy enough, I would say romantic,

fortunes of these four men. Simon and Andrewj

James and John, brethren of two different families,

dwell together with their parents, in a village at the

northern extremity of a lake or small sea, in the dis-

trict of Galilee, and on the confines of the land of

Judea. The sea is a large sea to them, and to them

the towns, which here and there dot its coast, and the

light barks, which, for the purposes of amusement, or

traffic, or their own calling, skim along its pleasant

waters, are the world. They are fishermen. Day

by day do they rise up to the contented exercise of

their toil, to throw their nets, to spread their sails, to

ply their oars, and, when successful in pursuit, to dis-

pose of their freight in their native village, or the

neighbouring towns, for the support of themselves and

their families. They are friends ; they have joined

themselves to each other in their humble profession,

and agreed to share profit and loss, storm and calm,

together. Their low roofed dwellings look out on

each other, and on their native lake, and within these

dwellings are bosoms which throb anxiously at their

protracted absence, and beat gladly at their return.

Their boats contain all their wealth, and their cottages

all that they love. Their fathers, perhaps their an-

cestors, were fishers before them. They themselves

have no idea of a different lot. The only changes on
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which they calculate, are the changes of the weather

and the vicissitudes of their calling ; and the only-

great interruptions of the even courses of their lives, to

which they look forward, are the annual journies which

they take, at the periods of solemn festival, to the great

city of Jerusalem. Thus they live, and thus they ex-

pect to live, till they lie down to sleep with their fathers,

as calmly, as unknowing, and as unknown as they.

Look at them, on the shore of their lake. Think not

of ihem as apostles, as holy men } but look at them as

they actually were on the morning when you first hear

of them from the historian. They have been toiling

through a weary night, and have caught nothing ; and

now, somewhat disheartened at their ill success, they

are engaged in spreading their nets, washing them, and

preparing them, as they hope, for a more fortunate

expedition. Presently, surrounded by an eager crowd,

that teacher approaches, whom they have before seen,

and whose instructions some of them have already lis-

tened to. With his demeanour of quiet but irresistible

dignity, he draws toward the spot where they are em-

ployed ; he enters Simon's vessel, and prays him to

thrust out a Httle distance from the land ; then he

speaks to that assembled multitude as never man
spake ; then he bids Simon launch out further, and

cast his net in the deep ; then follows the overwhelm-

ing draught of fishes ; and then those four partners,

filled with wonder and awe, are called to quit their

boats, and throw by their nets, and become fishers of

men.

And now what a change, like the change of a dream
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or of enchantment, has passed over their lives, divid-

ing what was, from what was to be ! It was long before

they themselves were aware, how entire and how stu-

pendous it was. In a few years, they are to be the

principal actors in the most extraordinary events of

recorded time. Home, kindred, country, are to be

forsaken forever. Their nets may hang and bleach in

the sun ; their boats may rot piecemeal on the shore ; for

the owners of them are far away, sailing over seas to

which that of Gennesareth is a pond ; exciting whole

cities and countries to wonder and tumult ; answering

before kings ; imprisoned, persecuted, tortured ; their

whole existence a storm, and a greater one than

ever swept over their lake. On the peaceful shore of

that lake, even their bones may not rest. Their ashes

are to be separated from the ashes of their kindred.

Their blood is to be sprinkled on foreign soils ; the

headsman and executioner are to preside over their

untimely obsequies. A few years more, and the fame

and the doctrine of these fishermen have gone out in-

to all lands. Magnificent churches are called by their

names. Kingdoms adopt them for their tutelar saints

;

and the men who claim to succeed to the office of one

of them, rule for centuries over all civilized kingdoms

with a despotic and overshadowing sway, and by vir-

tue of that claim give away a continent, a world, which,

when their predecessor lived, was entirely unknown.

History tells us of a fisherman of Sicily, who was rais-

ed to that island's throne ; but who will compare that,

or any earthly throne, to the twelve thrones which

were set up over the twelve tribes of Israel ? What is

4^
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a king of Sicily to an apostle of Christ ? A wonder-

ful nrian has risen up in our own, as we call it, wonder-

ful time, risen up from a moderate station to the

empire of Europe ; and yet the eight volumes which

another wonderful man has written of that emperor's

deeds and fortunes, have not preserved, and cannot

preserve, such a name for his hero, as is secured by

hardly more than eight lines, which tell us of those

men who first fished for their living on the sea of Gal-

ilee, and then were called to be the apostles of Christ.

My digression has led me far away, over distant

countries and through many years. Let us return to

the land of Judea, and the history of James. We
ascertain, that among the twelve, he was one of those

who were the most honored by the confidence of

Jesus. With his former partner Simon, and his

brother John, he w^as selected, as we have already

seen, to accompany his Lord on several very impor-

tant occasions; such as that of the resurrection of

Jairus' daughter, the transfiguration, and the agony in

the garden. It was perhaps on the strength of this

manifest confidence, and of her own services, that

Salome, the mother of James and John, made that

ambitious and truly maternal request to Jesus, that her

sons might sit on his right and left hand in his king-

dom ; that is, enjoy the two highest dignities next to

his own, when he, as the Messiah, should mount the

throne of Israel.

This is another instance of the universal misappre-

hension which then prevailed, and from which the

disciples of Jesus were not free, concerning the office
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of the expected Messiah. It was with a complete

understanding of this misapprehension, that Jesus now

answered the deceived and partial mother ; ' Ye know

not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup

that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the bap-

tism that I am baptized with? Will you partake

wholly of my lot ; will you be able to adhere to me
through every adversity, and share all my toils and

dangers with me?' The brothers, whom in reality

Jesus addressed, and through whose instigation it was

that their mother had spoken to him, now answered

him, under the persuasion that they could readily un-

dergo a few trials in his service, in order to be at

length advanced to great dignity under him, ' We are

able.' How full of melancholy meaning is the reply

of our Saviour. ' Ye shall drink indeed of my cup,

ye shall drain its full measure of sufferings to the

dregs ; and be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with, even the waters of violent death ; but

to sit on my right hand and on my left, to prescribe

your rank and degree in this world or the next, is not

mine to give ; it shall be given to those for whom it

is prepared of my Father.' As soon as the other dis-

ciples heard of the ambitious application of the sons of

Zebedee, they were moved with indignation against

them; but their Master, to quell their rising jealousy

and ill will, told them that the princes of the Gentiles,

merely temporal governors, did indeed exercise that au-

thority which they were so anxious to possess ; but that

it should not be so among them, but that he who would

be great, truly great, among them, should minister the
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most kindly to each other's wishes and necessities

;

for in his kingdom that man would be chief in estima-

tion and place, who was chief in benevolence, useful-

ness, and virtue.

The brothers are again exhibited to us in no very

amiable light. We read in the ninth chapter of the

Gospel of Luke, that when the time approached in

which Jesus was to finish his mission on earth, he set

out to go from Galilee to Jerusalem ; and as his way

led through Samaria, he sent messengers before him

to a Samaritan village, to prepare for his hospitable

reception. The Samaritans, knowing that he was go-

ing up to the feast of the Passover, and piqued that

he should pass by their own temple, which was the

rival of that of Jerusalem, would not receive him.

The anger of James and John was kindled by this

rudeness, and they said to Jesus, ' Lord, wilt thou

that we command fire to come down from heaven,

and consume them, even as Elias did ? But he turn-

ed and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what

manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is

not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.'

The evangelist adds, in words simply descriptive of

our Saviour's gentleness and forbearance, ' And they

went to another village.'

We may collect from these notices, that James was

disposed to be ambitious and passionate ; somewhat re-

sembling Peter in these respects, as also in his real at-

tachment to his Master. We can with difficulty sup-

pose that his brother John heartily joined him on the

abovementioned occasions, because his character, as
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we shall see hereafter, was of a very gentle order

;

and therefore it is probable that he was prevailed upon

by the more vehement and energetic James to concur

in his sentiments and projects at those times. It can

hardly be regretted, however, that these exposures

of human infirmity took place, when we advert to the

excellent precepts on the subjects of ambition and re-

venge which they drew forth from the Saviour. And

it is likewise to be observed, that with all his gentle-

ness, John had a great deal of zeal, and, before that

zeal was chastened by the influence and example of

his Master, might have often displayed it without

knowledge. At any rate, he shared with his brother

in the appellation of Boanerges, or Sons of Thunder,

which Mark, in his catalogue of the twelve, informs us

was the surname bestowed on them by Jesus, and

which seems to have reference to the heat of their

temper ; though by some interpreters it is supposed

to signify their powers of eloquence.

In the book of Acts, we hear of James but once,

after his name is given in the enumeration of the

eleven apostles ; and then it is to hear of his death.

' Herod the king stretched forth his hand to vex cer-

tain of the church ; and he killed James, the brother

of John, with the sword.' Though not the first chris-

tian martyr, he was the first of the apostles who suf-

fered martyrdom ; the first among the twelve, who, in

fulfilment of that solemn prediction, was called to

drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism of

their Master ; the first who manifested to the world that

it was beyond the power of death itself to shake their
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fidelity to him. If he was not spared to labor much

for the church, he was soon permitted to edify it by

his sufferings, and was called kindly and early to his

reward in heaven.
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JOHN-

We now come to John, the brother of James the

Elder, and the last named, though certainly not the last

in merit, of those four friends and partners, the fisher-

men of Bethsaida. The particulars of his call to be

an apostle of Christ, have already been related, to-

gether with some other circumstances respecting him,

in the lives of Peter and James. We have seen that

he ardently loved his Master; that he was distinguish-

ed by that Master's peculiar regard ; and that, although

he was sometimes betrayed into unworthy expressions

of ambition and anger, for which he was justly repri-

manded, his disposition was remarkably amiable, gen-

tle, and affectionate.

There is not much told of him, individually, till

towards the closing scenes of our Saviour's ministry

and life. At the last supper, which he and Peter had

been sent to prepare, we are told that ' there was lean-

ing on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples whom Jesus

loved.' This disciple was John himself; who was so

fond of the distinction which his Master's attachment
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conferred on him, or, to speak more properly, was so

gratefully sensible of the value of the attachment itself,

that he continually speaks of himself, in his history, as

the disciple whom Jesus loved ; a title which he surely

would not have assumed, unless it had been really con-

ferred on him. His place at the supper is an evidence

that he was high in the favor of Jesus. He was lean-

ing or lying on his bosom ; that is, he was the next be-

low him, and as it was the custom of the ancients to

recline at their meals, his head was brought in contact

with his Master's breast ; a situation which used always

to be reserved by the host at an entertainment, for the

person whom he most honored or esteemed. It was

while he was thus leaning, that Simon Peter beckoned

to him that he should ask of Jesus who it was who

should betray him. John did as he was requested,

and Jesus showed him who the traitor was by giving

Judas a sop. All this seems to have been done in

private, and apart from the knowledge of the other dis-

ciples, and proves the great measure of condescension

and confidence which was exercised by the Master

toward this his favorite follower.

After Jesus was betrayed and seized, John is sup-

posed to have been that other disciple, who went with

Peter to the palace of the high priest, and gained

him admittance there by means of his acquaintance

with that dignitary. However this may be, he was

the only one of the twelve who had the fortitude to at-

tend his beloved Master to the cross. How touchingly

is it manifested on this awful occasion, that the softest

natures are often the noblest and most fearless too

;
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and that those which are apparently the most daring

and masculine, may yet shrink away in the time of

peril and distress. Who, in that hour of darkness

—

darkness in the heavens and in the hearts of men ; who,

in that hour of abandonment, when even the Son of

God cried out that he was forsaken ; who, of all his

followers, were with him then, to support him by their

sympathy, and prove to him their love ? In the midst

of scoffing soldiers, and brutal executioners, under

the lowering sky, and just below the frightful cross, we

behold four weeping females, and one disciple, the

youngest and the gentlest of the twelve, braving the

horrors of this place of blood, braving the anger of

those in authority and the insults of those who do their

bidding, determined to be near their friend and Master

in his agonies, and ready, on the spot and at the mo-

ment, to share them. And what is it that braces up

the nerves of this feeble company to such a singular

pitch of fortitude and daring ? The simple, but un-

conquerable strength of affection ; the generous om-

nipotence of their attachment and gratitude. In the

might of their love they ascend the hill of Calvary, and

take their station beneath the cross ; hearing nothing

amidst all that tumult, but the promptings of their de-

voted hearts ; seeing nothing but their dying Lord ; re-

membering nothing but that he was dear to them, and

that he was in misery. Oh ! how loftily does courage

hke this, rise above that ruder and earthly courage

which rushes to the battle field, and is crowned with

the applauses of the world ! It calls for none of those

excitements and stimulants from without which goad

5



54 JOHN.

rough spirits into madness, but relies on those resour-

ces that are within, those precious stores and holy

powers which are the strength of a single and faithful

breast. That is the courage of the animal ; this is of

the soul. It is pure ; it is divine. To say all in one

word. It was such as moved the complacent regard of

the Saviour himself, even in the height of his suffer-

ings. Hanging on the cross, bleeding and exhausted,

yet when he saw his mother, and the disciple standing

by, whom he loved, he was touched by their con-

stancy ; his thoughts were recalled to earth ; the do-

mestic affections rushed into his bosom 5 and with a

tender care which provided at once a protection for

his parent and a reward for his friend, * he saith unto

bis mother. Woman, behold thy son ! Then saith he

to the disciple. Behold thy mother !
' Where was there

ever so affecting a bequest as that which was then

made, when love and fihal piety triumphed over suffer-

ing ? Where was there ever so affecting an adoption

as that which then took place, when attachment and

fidelity triumphed over fear? The last earthly care of

Jesus was accomplished. His mother was confided to

the disciple whom he best loved. The favorite disci-

ple eagerly accepted the honorable and precious charge;

for, ' from that hour, ' as we are told by himself, he ' took

her unto his own home.'

The whole scene is one of unrivalled pathos. Had
it taken place in a quiet chamber, and by the side of

a peaceful death bed, it would have moved us; but

how singularly and solemnly does it come in, a sweet

•and melting interlude, in the midst of that wild and ap-
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palling conflict, under the open and frowning heaven,

of passion, violence, outcry, shame and agony ! It is

like one of those hushed pauses between the fits of a

midnight storm, when the elements wait, and pity

seems pleading with wrath, ere the war and the tur-

moil begin again.

It would appear that the enemies of our Lord were

satisfied, for that time, with his destruction ; for we do

not read that John, or the females who were with him,

suffered any harm on account of their fearless expo-

sure. It is probable also that the prodigies which suc-

ceeded the death of Jesus, deterred his executioners

from pursuing any further their work of blood.

On the morning of the resurrection, Mary Magda-

lene having gone to the sepulchre early, and observed

that the stone was taken away from its mouth, announc-

ed this fact to Simon Peter and to John, who both

ran toward the spot. John outran Peter, and came

first to the sepulchre, and stooping down, saw the linen

clothes in which his Master had been buried ; but he

went not in. Then Peter came up, and went in, and

then John followed him. Why the latter did not go

in immediately, does not appear from the history ; nor

is it easy to form a conjecture ; for he was certainly

equal to Peter, both in courage and attachment to his

Master. Perhaps in the mere agitation of his feelings,

he delayed till Peter arrived ; who no sooner came up,

than, with his characteristic promptness, he descended

into the sepulchre where his crucified Lord had been

deposited, in order, it may be, that he might ask for-

giveness even of his remains, for having so shamefully

denied him.
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A passage in John's own account of this visit to the

tomb of Jesus, renders it probable that he was the first

person who believed in the resurrection of his Lord.

^ Then went in also that other disciple, who came first

to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed ; ' that is,

believed that Jesus had arisen from the dead. Nor is

this obvious interpretation contradicted by the succeed-

ing verse ;
' For as yet they knew not the scripture,

that he must rise again from the dead.' By the word

* they ' is not meant Peter and John particularly, but

all the disciples. The belief was not yet received

among them, that their Master was to rise from the

dead ; and therefore it was a remarkable circumstance,

and one worthy of being recorded, that John was the

first who remembered the predictions of Jesus, and ac-

knowledged their fulfilment. So unprepared were the

disciples for his resurrection, that Peter, who first saw

that the tomb was empty, did not think of ascribing the

fact to its true cause. It was into the mind of the be-

loved disciple that the light first broke. He first be-

lieved the glorious truth, that death was vanquished by

the Son of God, and that Jesus of Nazereth was the

Prince of Life.

When Jesus appeared to his disciples for the third

time after his resurrection, and at the close of his

solemn address to Peter, intimated to him that he

should die a violent death, that disciple, seeing John

just behind, desired to know what his lot was to be.

The answer of Jesus was, ^ If I will that he tarry till

I come, what is that to thee ?
' This answer caused

a saying to go abroad that John should not die j but
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we shall presently see what was the probable mean-

ing of our Saviour's prophetic words.

In the book of Acts, we again meet with John in

company with Peter, when the lame man was healed

at the Beautiful Gate. This act of mercy and divine

power occasioned their imprisonment. They were

brought together before the council of priests and

scribes ; they were both charged to teach no more in

the name of Jesus ; they both nobly refused to obey

;

and they were both dismissed by the council, who

were afraid at that time to punish them. It is pleas-

ing to see those who had formerly been partners in

a lowly, but honest calling, thus continuing to toil

hand in hand, in their more exalted profession of fish-

ers of men. It is an exhibition of christian friendship,

which should not pass unnoticed. On one other oc-

casion they were united in their holy labors ; when

they were sent by the apostles on the mission to SaA

maria ; after which we hear no more of John in the

historical portion of the scriptures.

All early testimonies agree, however, that he was

spared to a great age, and outlived all the apostles

;

earnestly occupied, while his strength remained, in the

service of his Master and the promotion of his religion.

It is said by some writers, that he preached to the

Parthians ; and it is certain that he dwelt for some

time at Ephesus, where Mary, his adopted mother,

whom he had constantly taken care of, according to

the solemn testament of her own son, is supposed to

have ended her days.

In the year of our Lord, 70, and when John was

5*
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about seventy years of age, the destruction of Jeru-*

salem, by Titus, took place. It is understood by com-

mentators generally, that it was this event to which

Jesus referred, when he intimated that John should

tarry till his coming. If so, the prediction was re-

markably fulfilled ; for this disciple was the only one

of the twelve who lived to see that once proud city ut-

terly overthrown, her glorious temple destroyed, and

the very ground on which it stood, ploughed up by

the hands of the heathen.

Between the years 90 and 100, and in the reign of

the emperor Domitian, he was banished to the Isle of

Patmos, in the Egean sea. Here he wrote the book

of the Revelation ; and here he remained, till the death

of Domitian, whose successor, Nerva, recalled those

who had been banished for their faith in the preceding

reign. He then returned to Ephesus, where he is

said to have written his Gospel, and where he died a

natural and peaceful death, at the extreme old age of

one hundred years. According to Epiphanius, he

died at the age of ninetyfour, in the one hundredth

year of the christian era ; a calculation which makes

him six years younger than our Lord. But others

say that he lived to the age which was first mention-

ed ; and others again assert that his life was protracted

beyond that term. All agree, however, that he was

more than ninety at his death.

He left several writings behind him, which have

been preserved in the church from age to age, and

which of themselves bear witness to the affectionate

mildness of his character. His Gospel was written
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after the three others ; which accounts for its omitting

many things which they relate, and relating many

things which they omit. It is John alone who tells us

of the resurrection of Lazarus ; of Christ's washing

his disciples' feet ; and especially of those divine dis-

courses which he held with them just before he was

betrayed, and which were treasured up in the faith-

ful memory and kindred heart of the beloved disciple,

with a minuteness which proves how deeply he had

been impressed by them.

The book of the Revelation, which antiquity also as-

cribes to John, though not with an entirely unanimous

voice, has both exercised and baffled as much critical

ingenuity and research as ever were bestowed on any

writing in the world. The majority of its interpre-

ters have regarded it as a series of particular prophe-

cies ; and these supposed prophecies have been ap-

plied to so many events, past and to come, that the

reader is at last convinced that the truth does not

even lie between the differing hypothesis. It may be,

that its splendid visions are really of a prophetic na-

ture, and that they are not yet accomplished. But

perhaps the most rational theory is that which several

learned men have adopted, and which supposes that the

whole book of the Revelation is only a general predic-

tion of the glorious success of Christianity in the world,

and its triumph over its numerous foes, without any

reference to the political condition of certain states

and empires, or to the downfall of particular hierar-

chies or heresies. This opinion has been explained

and supported by the German professor, Eichorn, in
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a commentary on Revelation ; and in earlier times

had been maintained by able expositors, and espoused

by no less a man than the poet Milton. But what-

ever difference there may be concerning the intention

of this book, there can be none with regard to its

composition. It is undoubtedly a magnificent speci-

men of holy poetry ; and reminds us more constantly

and strongly of the sublimest of the Jewish prophecies,

than any other book in the canon of the New Testa-

ment.

Beside the two works already named, we have three

epistles appearing in the christian scriptures as the pro-

ductions of the apostle John. That he wrote the one

which is called the first, there has never been any

dispute ; it is universally, and by the best authorities,

ascribed to him. But the genuineness of the two

others was questioned at a very early period ; though

the balance in their favor appeared so great, that they

were admitted into our present collection of sacred

books. The controversy need not trouble us, how-

ever ; as the two latter epistles, beside being very

short, contain nothing of consequence which is not

likewise contained in substance, and almost precisely

in expression, in the first. This first epistle exhibits

in a more striking Hght than do the rest of his writings,

his great amiableness of disposhion. It is throughout

an exhortation ; an exhortation from the heart and

soul and mind and strength of the writer, to pure, ex-

alted, christian benevolence ; and its whole drift and

spirit may be expressed in this single passage from the
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fourth chapter ; ' God is love ; and he that dwelleth in

love dwelleth in God, and God in him.'

To John, as well as to most of the apostles of

Christ, are attributed by antiquity both writings and

actions which are probably apocryphal and fabulous.

It would be useless for me even to give the titles of

the former. Of the traditions of his actions and mira-

cles, one of the most generally known and quoted, is

the story, that, during the persecution under Domitian,

and just before the exile of John to Patmos, he was

brought to Rome, and there thrown into a cauldron of

boiling oil, from which he came out altogether unhurt.

In the pictures of him by the old painters, he is often

represented as holding a cup or goblet, from which a

serpent is rearing its head. This accompaniment re-

fers to another legend respecting him, by one Proch-

orus, who tells us that some heretics having presented

the apostle with a cup of poisoned liquor, he made the

sign of the cross over it, and all the venom was im-

mediately expelled from the vessel, embodied in the

visible form of a serpent.

Stories of this kind would naturally be multiphed in

that, or indeed in any age, concerning persons whose

lives were singularly out of the common course, and

who were in reality gifted with the power of working

miracles. The ancient writers and fathers were too

apt to promulgate such legends, without distinguishing

them, as carefully as they ought to have done, from

accounts which were worthy of credit ; and the church,

finding how ready, and even eager, the multitude were

to receive every tale of wonder, made it a part of its
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policy to cherish their credulity and strengthen their

delusion. But we, who are of a more simple taste,

require no such means to interest us in the history of a

person, in every way so interesting as the * disciple

whom Jesus loved.' :^^>>A^ --. ^^v^>



PHILIP.

The fifth named on Matthew's catalogue of the

apostles, is Philip. He was a native of Bethsaida,

and consequently a townsman of the four partners,

whose histories I have already told. We have no

certain intelligence of his parentage or condition,

though he was probably in the same rank of life with

Peter and Andrew, James and John, and perhaps of

the same profession. The day after Peter and An-

drew had become disciples of Christ, we read that

' Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip,

and saith unto him, Follow me.' And we then read,

further, that ' Philip findeth Nathaniel, and saith unto

him. We have found him of whom Moses in the law,

and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the

son of Joseph.' His conduct in this instance is like

that of Andrew ; as he manifested the same readiness

to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, and the same

zeal to make known his discovery to others.

This faith and zeal, however, do not continue to be,

if we may judge from what little the Gospels relate of
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Philip, so firm and ardent afterwards as they seem to

have been at first. When Jesus, in order to prove

him, asked him where bread enough could be bought

to feed the five thousand who were gathered together

on the mountain, Philip, either not remembering the

miraculous power of his Master, or not yet fully con-

vinced of its reality, entered into a calculation, and

returned, for answer, that two hundred pennyworth

of bread would not be sufficient to supply every one

with a little. And at the last supper, when our Lord

was discoursing so divinely to his disciples, and had

said to themthatif they had known him properly, they

would have known his Father, whom very soon they

would both know and see, Philip was so entirely un-

conscious of his meaning, and so blind, notwithstand-

ing his long intimacy with Jesus, so blind to the pre-

sence and agency of God in this, his beloved Son, as

to say to his Master, ' Lord, show us the Father, and

it sufficeth us.' Grieved at his dullness and insensi-

bility, Jesus returns that sadly reproachful answer,

' Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou

not known me, Philip ? He that hath seen me, hath

seen the Father ; and how sayest thou then. Show us

the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the

Father, and the Father in me ? The words that I

speak unto you, I speak not of myself ; but the Father

that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.' As if he

had said. Is it not evident to you that the power which

you have seen me exert, is more than human power ?

that the wisdom which you have so long been hearing

from my lips, is more than human wisdom ? that the
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.Father must have been with me, and in me, all this

time, or I could not have thus acted and spoken?

How can you then, who have been one of my con-

stant companions, how can you say. Show us the

Father ? As a Jew, you certainly do not expect to

see God in person ; and how can you behold a bright-

er manifestation of his image and attributes than that

which you have so long beheld in me ? You do not

know me, Philip, neither me nor my Father.

This instance of the apostle's incredulity and slow-

ness of apprehension, does not prove that he was more

incredulous and dull than his brethren ; it only shows

how small the impression was which the extraordi-

nary intructions and actions of Jesus had as yet pro-

duced on the whole twelve. They entered into his

service with the Jewish ideas of a Messiah ; and now,

when he was just about to leave them, they were al-

most as ignorant of the spirituality of his kingdom, as

when they first joined themselves to him.

Nothing further is said in the sacred histories to as-

sist us in elucidating Philip's character. The book of

Acts relates nothing concerning him ; for we must not

confound Philip the Apostle, with Philip the Deacon,

or Philip the Evangelist, both of whom are there

mentioned. Eusebius informs us that he was a mar-

ried man ; that he had several daughters ; that he

preached in Phrygia, and that he was buried at

Hieropolis. '^,,
•
.^^• ,.^.c^^, .x.^^\t>^ :
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The next in order of the twelv^e, is Bartholomew*

Respecting him there is a still greater dearth of infor-

mation, than there is respecting Philip ; for there is

absolutely nothing told of him in the Niew Testament,

unless we resort to the supposition, which many schol-

ars have adopted, that he is the same person with

Nathaniel. In favor of this supposition there are sev-

eral arguments, which form together a body of strong

presumptive evidence.

It is observed, in the first place, that the evangelists

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who all place Bartholo-

mew on their catalogues of the apostles, never men-

tion Nathaniel ; and that John, who gives the particu-

lars of Nathaniel's conversation with our Lord, nev^er

mentions Bartholomew. Secondly, it is remarked,

that Nathaniel is introduced, in the company of several

apostles, in the twentyfirst chapter of John's Gospel,

in such a manner as to lead us to suppose that he

likewise might be one. The passage is that which

relates the appearance of Jesus, after his resurrec-
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tion, at the sea of Tiberias ; on which occasion Peter

swam to him from the vessel in which he and the rest

were fishing. The disciples, who were present, are

thus named ; ' There were together, Simon Peter,

and Thomas, called Didymus, and Nathaniel of Cana

in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of

his disciples.' Thirdly, the difference in the two

names, which may at first appear to be an argu-

ment against this supposition, is rather in its favor,

Bartholomew signifies the son of Tolmai, just as Bar-

timeus, the blind man whom Jesus restored to sight,

signifies the son of Timeus ; har being the Hebrew

word for son. Nathaniel, therefore, might have also

been called Bartholomew, after his father, just as Si-

mon was also called Barjonas, after his father. Bar-

tholomew could hardly have been the only name of

the apostle, because it is a patromymic ; and when cir-

cumstances agree so well, why might not his first name

have been Nathaniel ? That John never calls Nathan-

niel by the other name of Bartholomew, is no proof

that he had no other name ; for Matthew, though

his other name was Levi, never calls himself by that

name, throughout the whole of his own Gospel. And
finally, we are led naturally to the presumption that

Nathaniel must have been an apostle, not only by the

circumstance of his being named in the midst of four

apostles, but by the tenor of the conversation which

Jesus held with him, and the probabihty that he was

one of the very earUest disciples.

If we are convinced by these considerations that

Bartholomew was the same person with Nathaniel,
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we of course know something of his character and

history. We view him as an inhabitant of Cana, in

Galilee ; as called to be an apostle on the same day

with Philip, by whom he was introduced to Jesus;

and as one who was characterized by the Saviour,

and therefore deservedly, as an * Israelite indeed, in

whom there was no guile.'

According to some ancient accounts, Bartholomew

preached the Gospel in the Indies, in Arabia, and Per-

sia,! and died in Albana, a city on the Caspian Sea.

There is an uncertain tradition that he was flayed

alive.



THOMAS.

The seventh of the twelve is Thomas. In the

Gospel of John, he is styled ' Thomas called Didy-

mus,' but every where else, simply Thomas. It is

probable that Didymus is merely an interpretation in-

to Greek of the Hebrew word Thomas, as they both

mean a twin. And it may be that he really was what

his name designates him to have been. But we have

no certain accounts whatever of his early Hfe, nor of

the early period of his apostleship.

The first mention which is made of him, is on a

most interesting occasion, and when he appears in a

most interesting light. Shortly after our Lord had

escaped from the hands of the Jews, who were about

to stone him, and had gone away beyond Jordan, the

sisters of Lazarus, his friend, sent to him, informing

him that their brother was sick. Jesus remained two

days, after hearing this intelligence, in the place where

he was ; for it was his intention, not to rescue, but to

restore I^azarus from death, that God might be the

more glorified ; and then he said to his disciples, ' Let

us go into Judea again.' His disciples earnestly sought

6^
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to dissuade him from this, as they thought it, rash de-

termination, and said unto him, ^ Master, the Jews of

late sought to stone thee ; and goest thou thither

again?' In answer to this expostulation, Jesus tells

them, in figurative speech, that what he had to do

must be done in its due season, and before the appro-

priated time was past ; and then he adds, ' Our friend

Lazarus sleepeth ; but I go that I may awake him out

of sleep.' The disciples, understanding him literally,

answer, that if Lazarus was sleeping, he would recov-

er, and therefore it was unnecessary to incur danger,

merely for the sake of seeing him. ' Then said Jesus

unto them, plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad

for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye

may believe ; nevertheless, let us go unto him.' It is

at this crisis, when the apostles seem to be hesitating

between the sense of imminent danger, and the feeling

of duty to their Master, the one holding them back,

and the other urging them forward, that Thomas ad-

vances, faithful, bold, and with a mind made up to

abide by Jesus at all hazards, and says unto his fel-

low disciples, ' Let us also go, that we may die with

him.' His intrepidity in this case had its effect, no

doubt, on his brethren ; for they all went to Bethany,

the village of Lazarus, which was only about two miles

from Jerusalem, and the result was one of the most

remarkable and important miracles of our Lord

;

which was soon followed indeed, as the disciples had

feared, and as he had foreseen, by his own violent

death.

Thomas is again introduced as one of the speakers
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on the night of the last supper. As Jesus was dis-

coursing to his disciples, endeavouring to prepare them

for his approaching departure, and to lead them

to the sublime and consoling truths of immortality,

he said to them, ' Whither I go ye know, and the

way you know.' Thomas, who, no more than the

rest, could believe, that the Messiah was to die, and

to be taken from the world, before he had achieved

his expected glories, and the deliverance of Israel,

said to him, ' Lord, we know not whither thou goest

;

and how can we know the way ?
' His thoughts had

not accompanied his Master's thoughts ; they were

yet on the earth, groping about there after a destina-

tion and a path, though Jesus was pointing so plainly

to the mansions of another world, and the true and

spiritual way which led to them. And it was imme-

diately afterwards that Philip, too, uttered those words

of ignorance, which we have just now considered, and

which show how much that light was needed, which

was soon to break in upon them all.

Once more we hear of Thomas, in a manner which

marks his character with some strong lines, and par-

ticularly distinguishes his life. On the evening of the

resurrection, our Saviour came and stood in the midst

of the disciples, and showed them the wounds in his

hands and side, and satisfied them that he was indeed

risen from the dead. But Thomas was not then with

them, and when they told him that they had seen the

Lord, he replied, that unless he not only should see

those wounds, but be allowed also to touch them and

put his hand in them, he would not believe. There
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is a boldness and even obstinacy in this resolution,

which at first is apt to offend us ; but on reflection we

may find that it was neither harsh nor unreasonable.

He could not have refused his belief as he did, through

a want of respect or affection for his Master ; because

he had but a short time before expressed his readi-

ness to die with him. Neither did he hold in too

slight regard the testimony of his brethren, consider-

ing the circumstances ; for it was no common matter

to which they testified ; in almost any other case he

would have believed their report, or the report of a

single one of their number, but now, the event which

they related was too marvellous in itself, and too mo-

mentous in its consequences, to be received on the

witness of men who might not wish to deceive, but

who nevertheless might themselves be deceived or

mistaken ; and he would trust to nothing but his own

senses to bring him decisive evidence of an occur-

rence on which the direction of his whole future life

depended.

He thought too, no doubt, that he ought to be satis-

fied of this wonderful fact as well as the rest of the dis-

ciples, and in the same way ; and he was unquestion-

ably right in so thinking. If he was hereafter to jour-

ney through the world, teaching and asserting, with all

his powers, and in the face of every peril, the resurrec-

tion of Jesus the Christ, it was needful that he should

possess a deep conviction of the reality of that event,

such a conviction as, in the capacity of a compan-

ion, friend, pupil, and apostle of Jesus, he ought to

have, and such a conviction as the world would sure-
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]y require of him. The miracle had just occur-

red, as his brethren told him ; if so, why should not

he, standing in the same situation as they did, and to

whom its truth was as important as to them, why

should not he have the same evidence as they did ; nay,

why should he not have more ? Why should he not,

not only on his own account, but as their representa-

tive, demand the opportunity of clearing away every

shadow of doubt which might rest on so splendid a

truth, both by seeing his risen Lord as they had, and

touching him with his hands as they had not ?

If we regard the incredulity of Thomas in this light,

we shall see nothing improper in it, and shall be dis-

posed to grant, that it was no greater than, in his situ-

ation, was natural and justifiable. In this conclusion

we are countenanced by the conduct of our Saviour

himself, who neither refuses to show himself to his

doubting disciple, nor manifests any displeasure at his

freedom or his unbelief; for the narration of the oc-

currence is thus continued by St John : ' And after

eight days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas

with them. Then came Jesus, the doors being shut,

and stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto you.

Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and

behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and

thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless but believ-

ing.' Startled, doubtless, by the sudden appearance

of his Master, and affected too by the kind and assur-

ing manner in which he is bid to satisfy his doubts

completely, Thomas broke out into the exclamation of

wonder and acknowledgment, 'My Lord and my
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God !

' His doubts were entirely overcome, his faith

was now as ardent and Hvely as before his distrust

had been cold ; and his testimony to the reality of the

resurrection is perhaps more valuable than any other

single testimony, because it was rendered under such

peculiar circumstances, and by one so honest and so

sturdy in avowing his scruples, and so candid in re-

signing them.

The exclamation of Thomas, quoted above, has

held so conspicuous a place, and been so often brought

forward in theological controversy, that I must neces-

sarily dwell for a moment on the consideration of its

import. By many, though by no means by all of

those who hold the doctrine of the perfect equality of

the Son with the Father, it has been adduced as a

scripture proof of that equality; as an acknowledgment

by the apostle of the godhead and supreme divinity

of Jesus Christ. To this interpretation of the passage,

there seem to me to be insurmountable objections.

In the first place, the question of the deity of Christ

has no concern with the event. It was not to be sat-

isfied of the deity, but of the resurrection of his Mas-

ter, that Thomas required his appearance ; and it was

to convince him of that resurrection, that his Master

condescended to appear to him. ' Except I shall see

in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger

into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his

side, I will not beUeve.' Believe what ? What the dis-

ciples had just told him, certainly, that they had seen

the Lord, that he was truly alive, not that he was truly

God, Secondly, it is difficult to conceive how the ap-
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pearance of Jesus in a human form, just as he had al-

ways appeared before, and with bodily wounds, just as

he had been taken from the cross, that is, as a man in

all respects, could have convinced his disciple, and

that disciple a Jew, that he was the eternal God. The

miracle of the resurrection itself could not have had

this effect, because Thomas had often witnessed the

miracles of his Master, without once confessing that he

was God ; and no other evidence was at this time of-

fered. Thirdly, if Jesus was on this occasion ac-

knowledged to be God, it might be expected that the

writer of the narrative should take some notice of the

circumstance ; but what are his words, immediately

after relating this event ? ' These are written, that ye

might believe that Jesus is the Christy the Son of God ;^

not God himself. Fourthly, the exclamation itself is

abrupt, and without any connexion to determine pre-

cisely its meaning. It might not have been addressed

to Jesus at all, but to God alone ; or the first appella-

tion might have been addressed to him, and the second

to Heaven ; it was an exclamation, in short, of wonder,

ofextatic wonder, of extatic gratitude, and just such a

one as any of us would be likely to utter on witnessing a

similar marvel ; such, for instance as the resurrection

of a dear friend from the grave. Fifthly, if the whole

exclamation was really addressed to Jesus, the term

God might well have been appHed, according to known

Jewish usage, and in its lower sense, to one who now
had manifested undeniably that he was the Messiah,

the Prince of Peace, the Son of God, and the King of

Israel. Lastly, the answer of Jesus himself excludes
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the supposition that he was addressed as the Supreme

God. For he said unto his disciple, ' Thomas, be-

cause thou hast seen me, thou hast behoved ; blessed

are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.'

Now this must mean, ' Because thou hast seen me

here alive, after my crucifixion and burial, thou hast

behoved that I am raised from the dead ; and it is well

;

but blessed are they who cannot have such evidence

of the senses, and yet shall believe in the glorious truth,

from your evidence, and that of your brethren.' He

could not have meant, that they were blessed, who,

though they had not seen him, yet had behoved that

he was God ; because there is no connexion between

the propositions; because the fact of the resurrection

of Jesus cannot, to the mind of any one, be of itself a

proof of his Deity; and, because no one thinks of re-

quiring to see God, in order to believe that he exists.

In conclusion, it must be remembered, that these con-

siderations are so obvious, that they have been fully

adopted by some of those who still have professed

their behef, founded on other evidence, of the Deity

of Christ.

It cannot be doubted that the decided and resolute

character of Thomas, fitted him eminently for his apos-

toUc duties. ' But the accounts which we have of his

life and works after the ascension of his Master, though

sufficiently copious, are worthy of but little faith. It

would seem, however, that he travelled through many

parts of the Indies ; that he suffered martyrdom,' and

that his body was carried to Edessa, and there in-

terred.
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Matthew places himself the eighth on his list, and

styles himself ' the Publican.' This avowal of his pro-

fession is at once a proof of his humility and his good

sense. He had the meekness to set himself down ex-

actly what he was, notwithstanding the contempt

which the confession might bring upon him ; and he

had the wisdom to perceive that there was no rank or

occupation in life, however low, which could change

the nature of true worth, or really disgrace an honest

and virtuous man.

To the Jews, above all other people, publican was

an odious name. There is a use of this word among

us, a low and improper use, which has nothing to do

with its true signification and its scripture sense ; for a

publican does not mean, in the Gospels, an innkeeper,

but a taxgatherer, or a receiver of the tribute im-

posed by government. The Romans employed these

receivers of tribute or publicans, in all their provinces,

and among the rest, in Judea. Now, to pay trib ute

was not only a constant acknowledgment and badge

7
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of subjection and servitude, but to the Jews it was

something more galhng still, because it wounded their

religious as well as their pohtical pride. It was a

thought of pure, unmitigated bitterness, that the peo-

ple of God should thus pass periodically under the

hated yoke of idolaters, and, as they would call them

in their haughty exclusiveness, barbarians. The of-

fice itself being thus detestable, it may be conceived

how those persons must have been looked upon who

held and exercised it.

There were two orders, however, among the publi-

cans ; the receivers general, who had deputies under

them, and these deputies themselves. The former

were usually selected from the best classes of society

;

but the latter were reckoned ignoble and contempti-

ble, even by the Gentiles, and were, as a body, vulgar,

rapacious, and unmerciful. Some one asked Theo-

critus, which was the most cruel of all beasts ? and he

answered, ' Among the beasts of the wilderness, the

bear and the lion; among the beasts of the city, the

publican and the parasite.' Of the higher order of

pubKcans at Jerusalem, one is probably mentioned in

the Gospel of Luke, by the name of Zacchasus, who

is there said to be ' the chief among the publicans,'

and a rich man. Of the lower order, were those who

are so frequently classed in the scriptures with sinners
;

and of this order was Matthew. They were all, high

and low, for the reasons just given, regarded with ab-

horrence by the Jews, and treated as a profane and

outcast set of people. 'Let him be unto thee as a

heathen man and a publican,^ is a phrase which ex-
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presses strongly the universal ban which was suspend-

ed over them. We are told that though a publican

might be a Jew, he was hardly recognised as such by

his countrymen ; that he was not allowed to enter the

temple ; nor give testimony in courts of justice ; that

the gifts, even, which his devotion might prompt him

to offer, were rejected from the altar of Jehovah, as

unclean and abominable.

Bearing these things in mind, we can now estimate

the selfdenial of the apostle, who, with a firm pen,

could write himself down, 'Matthew, the Publican.^

In the second chapter of Mark, he is said to be the

son of Alpheus ; but whether this Alpheus is the same

with the father of James the Less, or another indi-

vidual, is uncertain. His place of residence was in

Capernaum, or somewhere near it, on the sea of Ti-

berias. Though he constantly calls himself Matthew,

he is called Levi by the other evangelists ; and it is

for this reason that Levi and Matthew have been sup-

posed by some celebrated scholars to be two different

persons. But the circumstances of Matthew's call to

be a disciple, as related in his own Gospel, are so

precisely similar to those which attend the call of Levi,

as related in the Gospels of Mark and Luke, that the

predominant opinion has always been, that Matthew

and Levi were only two names for one and the same

person.

Though a publican, of an inferior rank, belonging

to a class of men who were considered vile, and who
generally deserved their reputation, Matthew was an

upright and religious man ; and there was one of his
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countrymen, if there were no more, who could sepa-

rate the man from the profession, and fearlessly en-

gage him for his companion and friend. It was he

who saw him sitting in his place of business, or at the

receipt of custom, 'as it is called, and said unto him,

* Follow me.' These were words, which, from those

lips, could not be uttered in vain ; and the humble publi-

can, who probably had before heard the discourses of

Jesus, and heard them with admiration, and seen also

some of the wonders which he had done, immediately

arose and followed him.

Our Saviour, after having called Matthew, went to

his house ; and there his new disciple prepared a sup-

per for him ; and many publicans and sinners, the for-

mer associates of Matthew, came and sat down with

Jesus and his disciples. When some Pharisees, who

were present, saw this, they said to the disciples,

' Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners ?

But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them. They

who are whole need not a physician, but they who are

sick. But go ye, and learn what that meaneth, I will

have mercy, and not sacrifice ; for I am not come to

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'

In both of these incidents, the spirit of Christianity

and the character of its founder are conspicuous.

The call of a publican to be a follower of Christ and a

herald of his religion, was a sign of the sublime supe-

riority of the new faith, in its impartiality and mercy,

over the bigotries of the old ; and evinces the discern-

ment and the independence of Jesus, in selecting a wor-

thy disciple from an order of men, among whom common

^
,|3 a^m^..
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opinion had pronounced that there was no worth to be

found. And in sitting down to eat, that greatest token

of familiarity, in the house of this publican, and with a

mixed company of reputed sinners, Jesus again mani-

fests the universal benevolence of his temper and his

doctrine. To the hypocritical Pharisees, it was in-

deed a strange and scandalous thing, that one who set

up as the Messiah of Israel, and the purifier of its or-

dinances, should take a publican to be a pupil, and

break bread with other pubhcans and notorious sinners

;

but how well are their narrow prejudices and their su-

percihous and uncharitable self righteousness rebuked

by the stedfast reply of the Saviour !
' The religion

which I would inculcate,' as the reply may be para-

phrased, ' embraces in its pure mercy the whole

family of man ; it draws no impassable line between

the privileged and the profane ; it leaves none to

despair of heaven's favor and acceptance;—if ye are

perfect, if ye are whole, my errand is not to you
;
go

;

go to your temple, and perform your rites 5 but when

there, study the meaning of that scripture, I will have

mercy and not sacrifice. As for these, they are

sick ; they need a physician, and 1 must heal them
;

ye yourselves say that they are sinners, and why shall

I not call them to repentance, and save them ?'

With what has been now told from the Gospels

concerning Matthew, we must rest contented ; but

even from these slight memorials we shall gain a high-

ly favorable impression of his character. In his de-

pressed condition as a publican, he seems to have

learned the valuable lesson of humilitv ; and thus to

7*
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have become ' almost a Christian/ before he was a fol-

lower of Christ. Among his vile companions, whom
public obloquy had made yet more vile than their

habits and their occupation would have made them,

he was upright, honest, merciful, uncontaminated.

His integrity appears doubly bright by contrast, amidst

the dark examples and fearful temptations which were

all around it like clouds ; and his virtue, reared

among quicksands and waves, proved, simply by its

being and standing there, how very deeply and strong-

ly its foundations were laid. It is further to be re-

marked, that though he was the writer of one of the

Gospel histories, he says nothing more of himself than

that he was called to follow Jesus while he was sitting

in his ofSce, and that he afterwards entertained his

Master at his house ; and this latter circumstance he

only mentions in order that he may introduce the an-

swer of Jesus to the Pharisees. We could have no

better evidence than this, of his disinterestedness and

modesty.

His Gospel is every where distinguished by plain

good sense and manly simplicity. It was written, as

some of the ancients say, fifteen years after the ascen-

sion of our Saviour, or as others affirm, yet seven

years earlier. Although some crhics have advanced

the opinion that Luke's Gospel was the first which

was written, the general voice of antiquity is against

them, and a majority also, F believe, of the moderns.

So that the Gospel of Matthew really stands, in all

probability, where a place is given to it in our Bibles,

the first in order of the four evangelical histories.
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Another circumstance respecting it, which the earliest

ecclesiastical authors record, and which, though it has

been controverted, is most probably a fact, is, that

we do not possess it in the language in which it was

originally composed. It was written by Matthew, ac-

cording to the best testimony, at Jerusalem, on pur-

pose for the Jewish converts, and in that modern

dialect or species of Hebrew which was the common

language, at that time, of Palestine. The Gospel in

that language has been lost, it is supposed, irretriev-

ably. That which we have, is a translation of it into

Greek, made very soon after the original was com-

posed. There is no reason to challenge its exact

faithfulness to the original ; and some have even sup-

posed that Matthew himself was the author of this

Greek rendering of his own Hebrew Gospel. The

predominant opinion is, however, that the name of the

translator, and the Gospel which he translated, are

alike unknown and undiscoverable. Though we may

be allowed to regret that we cannot look on the very

words which this excellent apostle used in narrating,

for our exceeding benefit, the life and actions of his

Master, yet our faith ought not to be in the least dis-

turbed by the loss, while there remains to us a trans-

lation of his history, so manifestly ancient, complete,

and true.

Matthew is said to have carried the religion of Je-

sus into Parthia and Ethiopia, and to have suffered

martyrdom at Naddaber, in the latter country. We
are told also that his remains were brought to Bithyn-

ia, and from thence to Salernum, in the kingdom of
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Naples, where they were discovered in the year

1080, and where a church was built for them by

duke Robert, in the pontificate of Gregory VII. We
can readily believe that relics were thus found and hon-

ored, which were declared, and by many supposed, to

be the body of the apostle ; but that they really were

so, we are at perfect liberty to question and to deny.



JAMES THE LESS.

Next to his own name, Matthew writes that of

* James, the son of Alpheus;' who is also called, in

the Gospel of Mark, ' James the less,' or the younger,

to distinguish him from the other apostle of the same

name, James the brother of John, who was older than

he ; or it may be that he was of small stature, and there-

fore named ' the less.' His mother's name was Mary.

She was one of the Marys who were present at the

crucifixion of our Saviour ; and appears to have been

the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. In the Gos-

pel of Mark she is called ' Mary, the mother of James

the Less and of Joses.' In a parallel passage of John's

Gospel, she is mentioned as follows. ' There stood

by the cross of Jesus, his mother, and his mother^s

sister^ Mary the wife of Cleophas^ and 'Mary Mag-

dalene.' From these passages the inference is justly

drawn, that James the Less was the first cousin of Je-

sus. He is expressly called the son of Alpheus and

of Mary, and as Mary who was the wife of Alpheus,

which is only the Greek pronunciation of the Hebrew

name Cleophas, is also termed in the same passage
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the sister of our Lord's mother, he is consequently

our Lord's cousin. He is the same person who is

mentioned by Paul, when he says, in his Epistle to

the Galatians, ' But other of the apostles saw I none,

save James the Lord's brother.' To account for this

appellation, it must be observed that the Jews were

accustomed to include all near relations under the

general name of brethren. And we may also remark,

that though it appears strange that Mary should be the

sister of Mary, it was not uncommon among the

Jews, that two sisters of the same family should bear

the same name. James is hkewise enumerated among

the Lord's brethren by the Jews, when they asked in

astonishment, ' Is not this the carpenter's son ? is not

his mother called Mary ? and his brethren, James, and

Joses, and Simon, and Judas?' Of these four sons,

three were apostles of Jesus ; and the other one,

Joses, or Joseph, was probably a disciple ; as was

Cleophas too, or Alpheus, the father of this christian

family.

No particulars are related of James in the Gospels
;

but honorable mention is made of him in the book of

Acts, and the Epistles of Paul. Perhaps his youth

and his modesty, together with his near relationship

to Jesus, operated upon him to be silent and inactive

during the hfe of the Saviour, though afterwards his

talents and worth made him conspicuous. He ap-

pears to have resided constantly at Jerusalem, and

to have been president or bishop of the church there.

All antiquity affirms this, and scripture gives it good

countenance. Thus we are told in the twelfth chap-
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ter of Acts, that when Peter had been miraculously-

delivered from the prison into which he had been

thrown by Herod, who had just slain the other James,

he went to the house of a believing family, and said to

those who were there ; ' Go, show these things unto

James, and the brethren.' James is evidently spoken

of here, as having a precedence among the brethren.

Again, in the fifteenth chapter of the same book, he

appears to have been the presiding member of the

Council of Jerusalem, of which I have before had

occasion to speak, and which decided that the Gen-

tiles were to be received, on their conversion, into the

full privileges of the christian church, without being

obliged to undergo the ceremony of circumcision. It

has been observed that though Peter spoke first on

this occasion, James spoke last, and gave his opinion

or ^ sentence ' with regard to the most proper course

to be pursued, and that the letter or result of the

council was chiefly modelled upon his words. From

these circumstances it has been concluded that he was

the moderator or president of this first christian coun-

cil, and that this rank was probably conceded to him

on account of his being the presiding apostle or bishop

of Jerusalem, in which place the council was con-

vened. Peter, as it may be remembered, agreed

with James entirely in this case ; but, though in some

sense chief of the apostles, it is evident that when the

church came to be enlarged and settled, he did not

possess any general supreme authority, but, as in the

present council, was regarded, and regarded himself,

as in subordination to the local authorities. The
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speech of James is replete with good sense, dignity,

and a spirit of charity and forbearance, and sufficient-

ly indicates the wisdom of his brethren in making him

bishop or overseer of the christian church of Jerusa-

lem.

In the twentyfirst chapter of Acts there is also a par-

ticular mention of James, which corroborates the pre-

ceding proofs of his consequence in the church. In

an account there given of the journey of Paul and his

company to Jerusalem, with the collections for the

saints in Judea, the writer says, ' And when we were

come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.

And the day following, Paul went in with us unto

James; and all the elders were present.' James

could hardly have been singled out by name in this

passage, for any other reason than because he was the

chief person at this convocation of the elders.

To all this evidence of the standing of James and

the high consideration in which he was held, the testi-

mony of Paul himself is to be added. One passage

has already been adduced from the first chapter of his

epistle to the Galatians. In the second chapter, Paul

says, ' And when James, Cephas, and John, who

seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was

given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the

right hands of fellowship, that we should go unto the

heathen, and they unto the circumcision.' Here it is

to be noted, that James is not only called one of the

pillars of the church, but is placed at the head of the

three ; even before Cephas, or Peter. At the same

time we ought to observe, that ecclesiastical rank was
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by no means, in those primitive times, that thing of

name and pomp and prerogative that it has since been

made in most of the churches of Christendom ; for if

James had been the bishop of Jerusalem in the same

sense in which the title is now applied, Paul would

never have said of him and the others, that they

^ seemed to be pillars ; ' an expression which plainly

signifies, that they appeared, as far as he could judge,

to be the first men in the church. In truth, a bishop

in those days was only a moderator among brethren

and equals ; appointed to the office by them, and ap-

pointed to it for his superior gifts and attainments.

Once more, and in this same chapter, is James

mentioned. Paul, in relating the vacillating conduct

of Peter, with regard to eating with the Gentiles, says,

in the words which I have already quoted in Peter's

life, ' Before that certain came from James, he did

eat with the Gentiles ; but when they were come, he

withdrew and separated himself.' Here again is James

spoken of as a person of consideration and authority.

Thus far do the scriptures inform us of the hfe and

character of James the Less. Ancient ecclesiastical

writers have much to say of his virtues and wisdom,

and of the respect which they procured for him, both

among the faithful and the unbeheving. The Jews,

we are told, were unbounded in their admiration of

him ; insomuch, that, as Jerome affirms, they used to

strive to touch the hem of his garment. On account

of his remarkable integrity, he obtained another sur-

name beside that which is given to him in the scrip-

tures, and was called James the Just. Some go so

8
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far as to say, that he was allowed to enter into the

Holy of Holies of the Jewish temple ; but this must

be a fiction. It is a fiction, however, which, together

with other similar ones, shows that there must have

been a foundation for them in the high character and

reputation of this apostle.

The circumstances of his death are differently sta-

ted. Josephus, the Jewish historiati, is supposed to

relate it in the following passage from the twentieth

book of his Antiquities, which I give in the translation

of L'Estrange. ' The Ananus we are now speaking

of, [who had recently been raised to the high priest-

hood by Agrippa,] was naturally fierce and hardy

;

by sect, a Sadducee, the most censorious and un-

charitable sort of people upon the face of the earth.

This being his way and opinion, he took his oppor-

tunity, in the interval betwixt the death of Festus and

the arrival of his successor Albinus, who was as yet

but upon the way, to call a council together, with the

assistance of the judges, and to cite James, the brother

of Jesus, which was called Christ, with some others,

to appear before them, and answer to a charge of

blasphemy, and breach of the law ; whereupon they

were condemned, and delivered up to be stoned.'

The account proceeds to say that all the sober and

conscientious part of the city were so much offended

with this high handed way of acting, that they sent a

representation of it, with a remonstrance, both to king

Agrippa, and to Albinus ; the consequence of which

was, that Ananus was deposed by Agrippa from the

pontificate. This passage would be decisive, were it
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not that several learned men question the genuine-

ness of the words, ^ the brother of Jesus which was

called Christ.' Lardner thinks that they are an

interpolation, and inchnes to the account given by

Eusebius, in the second book of his Ecclesiastical

History ; who says, ' When Paul had appealed to

Caesar, and had been sent to Rome by Festus, the

Jews, who had aimed at his death, being disappointed

in that design, turned their rage against James the

Lord's brother, who had been appointed by the apos-

tles, bishop of Jerusalem ; ' and then he goes on to

state, that James was killed in a popular tumult. If

this narrative is the true one, it makes the death of the

apostle a year or two earlier than it is dated by Jose-

phus ; but at any rate we may safely fix it somewhere

about the year 60, and eight or ten years before the

destruction of Jerusalem. He was buried, according

to Gregory, bishop of Tours, on Mount Olivet, in a

tomb which he had built for himself.

There is one epistle, among the canonical books of

the New Testament, which is very generally ascribed

to James the Less, the brother or cousin of Jesus. It

is a noble exhortation, full of good sense and spirit,

dignified, independent, and explicit. Its value is of

the highest estimate, both as it is an unreserved decla-

ration of the intrinsic merit and importance of good

works or virtue, and as it contains a most fearless, in-

dignant, and forcible denunciation of the reigning vices

and follies of the generation to whom the apostle wrote.

A common opinion among the ancient writers of the

church, is, that the first part of it was composed ex-

pressly to explain those passages of Paul's epistles



93 JAMES THE LESS.

which seem to slight good works, and make every

thing of faith, or mere belief; and that the severe re-

bukes and warnings which are contained in the latter

portion of it, were the chief occasion of the writer's

being stoned to death by the Jewish populace ; as that

event is supposed to have taken place a short time

after the pubhcation of the epistle.

That the encomium of James on good works was

intended to explain some of those things in Paul's

writings which were hard to be understood, is not im-

probable ; but that it is in direct opposition to them,

as some have thought, is not only improbable but

impossible. For it is impossible to read Paul's des-

cription of charity, in which he declares that it is

greater than both faith and hope, and still to believe

that he would so directly contradict himself as to re-

verse this order, and exalt faith above charity ; or that

he intended by what he calls works, and the works of

the law, what we mean by good works and christian

morality or virtue. The world have been too long,

and much too vehemently disputing about the relative

superiority of faith and works, and arraying James

against Paul, and Paul against himself. It was, per-

haps, a strong bias toward one side of this controversy,

or rather a bigoted and dogmatical attachment to it,

quite as much as any doubts of the genuineness and

antiquity of James' epistle, which induced Luther

to call it, in contempt, ' an epistle of straw.' Despite,

however, of this coarse epithet of the Reformer, it has

maintained its authority in the christian church ; an

authority, which, if intrinsic excellence and internal

evidence have any weight, it amply deserves.
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The apostle who stands the tenth on Matthew's

list, and is there called ' Lebbeus whose surname was

Thaddeus,' is called in Mark's catalogue, ' Thaddeus,'

and in Luke's, ^ Judas the brother of James.' We
cannot fail to remark how carefully he is always dis-

tinguished from the other Judas. Matthew and Mark

avoid naming him by the name which he held in com-

mon with the traitor; and Luke takes care to dis-

tinguish him, by adding to that ill omened appellation,

that he was the brother of James.

All that is said of him in the sacred histories, is,

that at the last supper he asked Jesus why he was to

manifest himself to his disciples, and not to the world.

He was moved to put this question by the views,

which, in common with the other disciples, he enter-

tained of the coming of the Messiah ; who, as he

thought, was to declare himself at last, with great pomp
and external power. It was a mystery to him, there-

fore, how this victQiious display was to be made to the

8^
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small number of his disciples alone, and not to the

whole admiring world. The answer of Jesus was not

then, in all probability, understood. The meaning

and substance of it was, that he and his Father would

manifest themselves to those alone, and dwell in those

alone, who loved him with that holy love, the fruits of

which were righteousness and peace. This strong and

beautiful declaration of the spirituality of the Messiah's

kingdom, is to be added to those which I have already

noticed. The circumstance is related by John in the

fourteenth chapter of his Gospel, who designates the

apostle as ' Judas, not Iscariot.' No light is any where

thrown upon his character ; and all that we know of

his condition, is, that he was the brother of James the

Less, and consequently a cousin of our Lord.

Other accounts of this apostle are so various and

contradictory, that it would be wasting time to quote

any of them. It is not known with certainty where

he preached, or where he died, or whether he died a

natural death, or suffered martyrdom. Most of the

Latin writers say, that he travelled into Persia, where

his labors were very successful, but where, having

irritated the Magi by reproving them for their super-

stitious practices, he was put to a violent death. Some

of the Greeks affirm that he died quietly at Berytus

;

and the Armenians contend that in their country he

was martyred.

One epistle has been so generally ascribed to Judas,

or Jude, that it has been admitted into the canon of

the New Testament. There is hardly another book,

however, in that canon, which has been so much dis-
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puted. And yet there is no solid reasoB for rejecting

the early tradition, which gives it to this apostle. It

was known in the first century, and there is no inter-

nal evidence against its apostolic origin.



SIMON ZELOTES.

The next in order is another Simon, who, in the

catalogues of Matthew and Mark, is surnamed ' the

Canaanite,' and in that of Luke's Gospel, and the

book of Acts, 'Zelotes.' Some have thought that

the surname, Canaanite, denoted the birthplace of the

apostle ; but others, with more probability, suppose

that Canaanite is merely a Hebrew word, having the

same signification with Zelotes, the Greek word used

by Luke, and which means a zealot, or one who is ex-

tremely zealous. Simon may have received this ap-

pellation on account of his having once belonged to a

sect or faction among the Jews, who were called

Zealots, or only on account of the warmth of his dis-

position, or the ardor with which he espoused and

maintained the cause of Jesus.

It is highly probable, though not certain, that he is

the same Simon who is mentioned as one of the breth-

ren or cousins of our Lord. Of the history of his life

nothing whatever is known ; although the later writers,

and martyrologists of the church, pretend, as usual,

to be intimately acquainted with it, and give us our
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choice of a sufficient number of contradictory legends.

By some of them, he is made to penetrate as far as

Britain, and there to be crucified. By others he is

said to have labored in Egypt and Persia, and to have

been martyred in the last named country.



JUDAS ISCARIOT,

The last, always the last, on the lists of the apos-

tles, is Judas Iscariot. He is always branded, too, by

those fearful and thrilling words, ' who also betrayed

him.' And it is sad, that we must close the roll

which we have been examining of this glorious apos-

tolic company, with the name of a traitor.

His surname of Iscariot, probably designates his

birthplace ; as it signifies ^ the man of Carioth or

Kerioth,' which was a town in the tribe of Judah. But

this is hardly more than conjecture. There is a sol-

emn obscurity hanging over the life of this man, shroud-

ing every thing in silent and immoveable shadow;

except one deed of gigantic enormity, which raises its

high and desert head, and frowns in gloomy solitude

over the surrounding waste of darkness and clouds.

He is called the son of Simon. Who is Simon ?

Search the scriptures for him. The search will be

vain. He is only known, as has been forcibly said,

only known by the misfortune of having such a son.

The early dispositions of Judas must have been

bad, or he would not have proved himself the wretch
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that he did, so soon after joining himself to such a

Master ; and a circumstance recorded in the Gospel

of John, plainly intimates to us what the chief vice of

his character was. We are informed, that on a visit

which Jesus made to Bethany, where Lazarus lived,

whom a little while before he had raised from the

dead, a supper was made for him there ; that Lazarus,

with not one trace of death on his countenance, though

but just now brought up from the grave, sat at table

;

and that Martha, with her usual assiduity, served,

' Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard,

very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped

his feet with her hair ; and the house was filled with

the odor of the ointment.' This offering, though it

may not have been useful, was certainly grateful and

generous, and was beside in conformity with the cus-

tom of the country, and deserved, therefore, an ap-

proving comment from the friends and followers of Je-

sus. But what was the sequel ? ^ Then saith one of

his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who was to

betray him. Why was not this ointment sold for three

hundred pence, and given to the poor?' From an

honest and really charitable man this remark would

have been but a cold one, at such a season ; but Ju-

das was neither ; and he said this, proceeds the histo-

rian, ' not that he cared for the poor, but because

he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare off what

was put therein.' Thus it appears, that the root of

all this traitor's wickedness was avarice, and that it

had already borne the deadly fruits of fraud and theft.

He had the bag. He had been the treasurer of the
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fraternity ; and so strong was his odious passion,

and so weak was his principle, that he was unable

to resist the temptation which the trust afforded him,

of purloining whatever he could from the common

stock, which of necessity must have been a scanty

one ; and on this occasion he was grievously dis-

appointed, that he could not have the handling of

the large sum of three hundred Roman denarii, un-

der the pretence of distributing it to the poor. It

is to be presumed that his peculiarities were not

known to the apostles at that time, but that they came

to hght afterwards. If they had then been aw^are of

his conduct, they would doubtless have spurned and

avoided him.

Their Master, however, was acquainted both with

what he did, and with what he was ; for it was on an

occasion previous to this, that in reminding the disci-

ples of his own strong claims on their attachment, he

said, ' Have not I chosen you twelve ? and one of you

is a devil
!

' Here, too, as we are informed, ' he

spake of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.' And let

it be observed, that neither the apostleship of Judas,

nor his being the treasurer of the apostles, were cau-

ses of his avarice and treachery, and that therefore

the knowledge which his Master possessed of his un-

soundness is no excuse for it. If he had been a man

of common goodness only, the trust which was re-

posed in him would have prompted him to a worthy

exercise of it. Consequently it did not occasion, it

only was the means of drawing forth and exposing his

baseness. Why our Saviour, acquainted as he was
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with the character of Judas, permitted him to hold the

office of purse bearer ; or why he ever called him to

be an apostle, are questions of a different import.

Before we attempt to assign any reason or motive for

the course of Jesus in this respect, let us attend for a

moment to its consequences, and its bearing on the

credibility of his gospel.

I have already stated, in my introductory remarks,

that among the reasons which existed in the mind of

our Lord, for calling to himself a company of apostles,

one probably was, that his conduct and instructions,

being scrutinized by a number of individuals, and con-

tinually spread open to their observation, might be

sufficiently attested and vindicated, at first to them,

and afterwards to the world. This test was made

more perfect by the introduction of one among his at-

tendants, whose heart was corrupt, and who would

probably turn to as bad account as possible the confi-

dence reposed in him. Thus we see that the inquisi-

tion to which the author of our religion was exposed,

was a complete one. The honest disciples would

have published any thing which they might have seen

inconsistent with rectitude ; and the traitor, the unprin-

cipled disciple, would have magnified any fault or mis-

conduct in his master, if he could have found any

there, as an excuse for his treachery. We ought not

to be too hasty in ascribing motives to our Saviour

in so grave a concern as this ; but with the facts before

us, we cannot but feel satisfied that his character rests

on a firmer basis from having been thus laid open to

the search of a wicked spy, and that his religion derives

9



102 JUDAS ISCARIOT.

advantage from the scrutiny. And it is to be repeated,

that the apostolic call did not make Judas a thief and a

traitor ; it found him one already ; and if ever any man

had the opportunity of reformation offered him, it cer-

tainly was he, who daily heard the instructions of heav-

en, and beheld the example of perfection. We may
conclude, therefore, that it was for the satisfaction of

all future ages, for our conviction of the faultlessness

of Jesus Christ, that Judas was made an apostle.

The answer of our Lord to the covetous remark of

his disciple, is narrated as follows. ' Then said Jesus,

Let her alone ; against the day of my burying hath she

kept this. For the poor always ye have with you
;

but me ye have not always.' That is, ' Suffer this

woman to perform her pious work, and molest her not.

She is anointing me for my burial ; for I know that

my hour is at hand, and that the grave is ready for me.

Let her alone ; it is the last testimony of her gratitude
;

it is the last mark of affection and reverence which I

shall receive on earth ; why then should it be called

too costly ? The claims of the poor are just and

strong ; I, surely, have never taught you to slight them
5

but the poor remain with you, and you will have abun-

dant opportunity to reheve them ; I am about to depart

from you, and go to my Father.'

This rebuke was a mild and touching one ; but it

affected not the stubborn heart of Judas ; it even incit-

ed him, perhaps, to execute immediately his before

conceived purpose of betraying his Master into the

hands of his enemies ; for very soon after it had been

uttered, he went unto the chief priests, and bargained
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with them to deliver up Jesus into their power, for

thirty pieces of silver ; a sum not more than about a

third of what the ointment had cost ; and from that

time he sought opportunity to betray him.

It has been a subject of great surprise with many

commentators, that so small a bribe should have tempt-

ed Judas to commit so great a crime ; and it does seem

as if some other motive must have cooperated with

the love of money, in bringing his mind to its dreadful

determination. Among the solutions which have been

proposed of this apparent enigma, is the one which

supposes that Judas was impatient of the delay of his

Master to assume the state and magnificence of his

Messiahship, and that his intention was to compel him

to do so, by bringing him into such imminent peril, that

lie would be obliged to call his followers round him,

work some signal miracle to free himself, and then

mount the throne of David and of Israel. In this

event, he of course calculated that he should come in

for his share of those offices and rewards which he had

been long pining for, and pining for in vain. Here,

also, avarice is the governing motive ; only on a much

larger scale than in the action as it is simply narrated

in the scriptures.

There is something to say in favor of this explana-

tion, and something too may be said against it. It is

safest and easiest to take the bare gospel statement,

which merely informs us, that, for the consideration of

thirty shekels of silver, Judas covenanted to betray his

Master. No motive is expressly assigned for the act

;

but as he is represented as selfish and avaricious, we



104 JUDAS ISCARIOT.

must presume that selfishness and avarice moved him

to this last and most awful crime. With regard to the

price of his treachery, a survey of human nature and

human passions will not authorise us to say that any

sum is too small to tempt habitual and absorbing avarice

to any act or degree of wickedness. Earthly, sen-

sual, and contemptible, there is no knowing how

low this passion will creep, nor how high it will

strike ; how meanly it may dig for its dirty food, nor

how daringly it may direct its poison.

Having concluded his bargain with the priests, and

as he thought secretly, Judas resumed his place among

the twelve, and the next that we hear of him is at the

last supper. As they were eating, Jesus said, ' Verily

I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.' At

this intimation, the disciples, innocent as they all but

one, felt themselves to be, were exceedingly distressed,

and they began each one to say unto him, ' Lord, is it

I ?
' Jesus, who had just before discovered the traitor,

by a sign, to Simon Peter and John, answered, and

said, ' He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish,

the same shall betray me. The Son of Man goeth, as

it is written of him ; but wo unto that man by whom
the son of man is betrayed ! it had been good for that

man if he had not been born.' Judas, who, in all

probability, saw that his Master's hand and his own

were together in the dish, and that he was consequently

accused of the treason, but still, perhaps, relying on

the secrecy with which he had made his bargain,

thought that he now was obliged to say something ; and

pretending the same innocence as the rest, he asked
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the same question, ^ Lord, is it I ?
' And Jesus using

no more signs, but directly accusing the miserable

culprit, answered, ' Thou hast said.' He then added,

' That which thou doest, do quickly.' Judas, finding

that no disguise or equivocation would now serve him,

went immediately out. ' And it was night,' adds the

historian. Night indeed ! How dark, how thick, how

suffocating ! There never was another such since the

world first woke from chaos. We seem to see it fall

and settle like an outstretched pall, and closely gather

in and embrace the whole of that devoted region with

its black and mufiled folds. Under its covering the

wretched apostle stole forth to execute his purpose

;

what a night there must have been in his bosom, and

in his mind ! And what a night, of doubt and fear

and mournfulness, did he leave in the hearts of the

eleven, who now listened sadly to their Master, as he

pursued his melting, though calm, sustained, and

heavenly discourse, and gave them his farewell exhor-

tations, and his farewell blessing !

It was yet night, when the small company, now

made smaller by desertion, having finished their sup-

per and sung a hymn together, went out, as was the

frequent custom of Jesus, to the mount of Olives.

Here he suffered his dreadful agony ; and here Judas

soon appeared, with an armed band, which he had re-

ceived from the priests and Pharisees ; for he knew

that he should probably find his Master in this place

of his usual resort. In order that his attendants

might be sure of their victim, in this season of confu-

sion and darkness, the traitor gave them a sign, telling

9*
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them that whomsoever he should kiss, the same was

he. Then going up to Jesus, as if he had been a

friend, and intended to offer the common salutation of

friendship and intimacy, he said, ' Hail Master !
' and

kissed him. Reproachfully Jesus said unto him, ' Ju-

das, betrayest thou the Son ofMan with a kiss ?
' 'Is it

with a hypocritical kiss of affection and peace that you

perform this deed of atrocious ingratitude?' Then

Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the

temple, and the elders, who were come to him, ' Be
ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?

When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched

forth no hands against me ; but this is your hour, and

the power of darkness.' Then they took him and

brought him to the high priest's house.

And now that Judas has accomplished his design,

is he gratified ? At first perhaps he was. But it was

a momentary satisfaction. Reflection succeeded pas-

sion, and grief and remorse followed hard upon the

footsteps of reflection. He could think now; and he

could feel. He could think how good his Master had

always been to him ; how perfectly free from guilt

or stain, and yet how condescending and pitiful to

human error. He felt tlije baseness of his own con-

duct y he was appalled at the sight of his own enor-

mous ingratitude ; he began to hate liimself, and to

fear the light of morning, and to dread the aspect of

that mild face, which however mildly it might regard

him, could speak nothing to his heart but judgment

and agony. Morning came. The relentless and ex-

ulting enemies of Jesus met to adopt measures for
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securing their prey. As the fate of his Master ap-

proached nearer to its bloody catastrophe, the anguish

of Judas became more intense, and his crime showed

itself in all its horrors. Perhaps he did not apprehend

that the priests would have pushed their malignity to

the extreme of death. At any rate, his own malice

and cupidity were wholly terrified away, and he re-

solved to make one wild effort to save the victim. He
rushed to the conclave, with the now hateful silver

grasped convulsively in his hand, and reaching it out

to his employers, he exclaimed, ' I have sinned, in that

I have betrayed innocent blood.' Deluded man ! In-

nocent or guilty it was the same to them, so long as

they could destroy him. ^ And they said. What is that

to us ? See thou to that !
' Stung to the quick by

this cold and insulting reply, and feeling himself cast

away like a tool which has been broken in the using,

and having now no refuge from the fiends that were

pursuing him, existence became a burthen too heavy

for him to bear ; and he threw the pieces of silver on

the pavement of the temple, ^ and departed, and went

and hanged himself.'

I know not how others may feel on perusing the his-

tory of this wretched man, but for my own part, I con-

fess that my indignation is plentifully mingled with

pity. How dark was the close of his short career !

How terrible was the punishment of his guilt ; death

by his own hands ! The price of blood lies scattered

at the feet of the priests ; the betrayer has come to

his end, even before the betrayed ; his apostleship is

ended ; no softened multitude will listen to the tidings
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of salvation from his lips ; no converts to a pure and

purifying faith will bow to receive the waters of bap-

tism from his hands ; no countries will contend for the

honor of his grave ; no churches will call themselves

by his name ; no careful disciples compose his limbs
;

no enthusiastic devotees gather up his bones ; his dust

is scattered to the winds ; his name is only preserved

by its eternal ignominy. He was a martyr—the first

martyr—^but it was to avarice. He has had his fol-

lowers, too ; but they have been only those, who, as

wicked and as wretched as himself, have, from that

day to this, and in the countless forms of selfishness,

sold, for a few pieces of silver, their consciences, their

Saviour, and their souls.

By an observable coincidence, it so happened that

the money which Judas had received and returned,

became desecrated by his touch. There was a Jewish

law, which forbade that the price of blood should be

put into the treasury. The priests, therefore, though

they gathered up the pieces which the traitor had

thrown down before them, were unable to appropriate

them to the uses of the temple, and after consulting

together, agreed to purchase with them a field in the

vicinity of Jerusalem, called the Potter's Field, to bury

strangers in. The piece of ground thus purchased,

acquired the significant and fearful name of The Field

of Blood.

When the tragedy of the crucifixion was over, and

the eleven, comforted and reassured by the appear-

ance of their risen Lord, had assembled together in

Jerusalem, with the other disciples, to the number of
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about an hundred and twenty, Peter proposed to the

company that a disciple should be chosen by lot to

take ' the ministry and apostleship, from which Judas,

by transgression, fell.' In the address which he made

on this occasion, he gives an account of the death of

Judas, which differs somewhat from the relation of

Matthew. ' Now this man,' he says, ^ purchased a

field with the reward of iniquity; and falling head-

long, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels

gushed out.' Several explanations have been given

to reconcile this discrepancy, either of which is suffi-

ciently probable to answer the purpose. The most

common one is, that Judas hung himself, as Matthew

relates, and afterwards, by some accident, fell from

the place where he was suspended, and was mangled

in the shocking manner described by Peter.

According to the apostle's recommendation, his

brethren proceeded to fill the traitor's forfeited place;

and the lot fell upon Matthias, who had long been a

disciple of Jesus, and is conjectured to have been one

of the seventy. Thus was the miserable Judas, the

apostate, the suicide, rejected from the apostohc com-

pany, even after his death, and his name and his

memory blotted out, as entirely as was possible, from

the records of the faithful. With the passage of scrip-

ture which were applied on this occasion by Peter,

we will conclude his mournful biography. ' For it is

written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be

desolate, and let no man dwell therein ; and his bish',

opric let another take.'
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The lives and characters of the twelve apostles of

Christ have now been separately considered ; but there

are some general reflections upon them, regarded

collectively, which naturally suggested themselves du-

ring the course that we have been through, and which

may not prove uninteresting or uninstructive to those

who have accompanied me in the way.

We find, with respect to the circumstances of their

external condition—their country, their fortunes, their

education—^that they were such as most readily pre-

sented themselves to the search of Jesus, and yet not

such, by any means, as we should suppose would have

been effective in the accomplishment of his designs.

In the first place, the apostles were all Galileans

;

natives or inhabitants of the district of Galilee. This

country constituted the northern portion of Palestine,

and its people, though hardy and brave, were not much
respected by the Jews of Jerusalem, who regarded

them as illiterate and unpolished, and unworthy of

producing a prophet. The Pharisees, reproving Nic-
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odemus for the interest which he expressed in Jesus,

said to him, tauntingly, ' Art thou also of Galilee ?

Search, and look ; for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet/

The very speech of the Galileans was a provincial

dialect, and betrayed their remoteness from the capi-

tal ; as we have seen was the case with Peter in the

palace of Caiaphas. In short they were looked down

upon by the more cultivated, and, if I may use

the epithet, Attic part of the nation, as a rude, un-

enlightened, Boeotian branch of the common Jewish

family. Jesus, though born in Bethlehem, was brought

up in Nazareth, which was the most despised town in

this most despised province ; and therefore in select-

ing Galileans to be his apostles, he selected those who

were nearest to him, and with whom he was most fa-

miliar. And yet what materials were they for con-

structing and building up a new religion, which was to

be the wonder, the beauty, and the glory of the earth !

How httle adapted they seem to be for their lofty des-

tination ! They are the last men, these poor Gali-

leans, the very last men, as we should suppose, to

confound the learned, to resist the mighty, to convert

the world. They do not seem to be made for such a

work. There is no fitness in them to be instructers

and reformers. Their very birthplace forbids it.

The choice of them, therefore, to be the intimate disci-

ples of Christ, and the founders of a new^ religious

system, appears to me to be a mark of the divine

mission of Christ, and the divine character and origin

of Christianity. To my ear the language of it is this
;

The person, v/lio, undertaking to introduce a peculiar



112 CONCLUDING REMARKS.

and original faith to the world, selected, or, as it would

rather appear, took almost carelessly np, his associates

and confidential coadjutors, from his own neighbour-

hood, from his own kindred, from the shores of a lake,

from the streets of a village, from before his own door-

stone, instead of seeking out the learned and the pow-

erful from among the Pharisees and chief men of the

nation, must have set out in his work with the assur-

ance that there was a Power and a Wisdom above,

which could and would supply every deficiency among

his followers ; and the event proved that the deficiency

was supplied from a divine, all sufficient, and only suf-

ficient Source.

These Galileans were also poor. Four of them

were certainly fishermen ; and others of their number

were probably of the same profession. One was a

publican, and of the inferior order of publicans. They

not only belonged to an undervalued province, but

they were destitute of one of those means by which

great ends are usually produced in the world. They

were not, indeed, wretchedly destitute. They were

above actual want, though they worked for their living
;

and their dwellings, though humble, appear to have

been comfortable. But they were far from being

rich ; far from possessing any of that influence and

consequence which wealth so universally commands.

And yet without wealth, they effected what no wealth

could have brought to pass ; and became of more

consequence than ever invests princes.

Beside these disadvantages, they were also unlearn-

ed. I do not mean that they were rudely ignorant, or
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that they were unacquainted with the sacred literature

of their nation ; but they were neither deeply versed

in lore, nor elegantly accomplished. They could not

take a place among the well educated portion of their

countrymen. Their manner of expressing themselves

at once betrayed this kind and degree of ignorance to

those who were more polished and better instructed.

Thus the council of elders and rulers before which

Peter and John were arraigned, perceived that those

apostles were ' unlearned and ignorant men.' And
yet they were not so unlearned and ignorant that they

did not, both of them, give to the church, and to the

world, writings in the Greek language, which, though

not exactly classical, were by no means despicable,

even in their style. But their speech, provincial and

uncultivated as it was, sent conviction to the hearts of

multitudes ; and their writings, simple and unpolished

as they were, threw a new and heavenly radiance over

that dark world, have instructed ages and generations,

and impart more real knowledge on the highest objects

of thought, than the greatest philosophers of antiquity

had ever been able to impart. To my mind this is a

remarkable fact ; and one which does not easily ad-

mit of but one explanation.

We may sum up the circumstances of the external

condition of the apostles, by saying, that they were

what would now be called plain, substantial men, in

the lower walks of life. They were in a situation, not

exceedingly depressed, and yet more remarkable for

its humility than otherwise. Their education was

only such a one as was usually bestowed on the com-

10
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mon people of their nation, and in all probability

consisted chiefly in a knowledge of the scriptures of

the Old Testament, which scriptures they interpreted

according to the instructions of the Rabbis, and the

general expectations, opinions, and prejudices of their

countrymen.

With regard to their natural dispositions, talents, and

endowments of mind, there was among them the same

assortment and variety of genius and character as

would generally be found in the same number of men

called together in a similar manner. Peter was irras-

cible, impetuous, fervent, generous. John was amia-

ble, affectionate, steadfast. Thomas was honest and

scrutinizing. Matthew was modest and sensible.

James the Greater was active and aspiring. James

the Less was dignified in his sentiments and de

portment. Some were forward, and some were

retired. Some were eloquent, and others were silent.

All, but one, appear to have been virtuous ; and even

that one was not without his use. They all, with that

single exception, combined harmoniously in attachment

to their Master and devotion to his cause. We may

see in this fact, that Christianity was adapted to dif-

ferent dispositions, and received by different minds
;

that it was not merely the enthusiastic who accepted

and supported it ; that it was judged by different

tests ; that it was regarded through various optics

;

that zeal embraced it ; that cool sense approved it

;

that candor and honesty were convinced by it ; that

even disappointed avarice could report nothing against

it. We see too in this fact, an instance of the truth,

which is at once so obvious and so little regarded, that
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a variety of genius and disposition is in accordance

with the designs of Providence in its most important

operations with human instruments, as well as in the

daily and social business of the world ; and that a

character is by no means to be despised because its

qualities are not shining and striking. There are dif-

ferent parts to be performed, requiring different pow-

ers and capacities ; and he who achieves his part,

though it be a silent and undistinguished one, is a good

servant.

We are told much, in the writings of the New
Testament, of the words and actions of Simon Peter

;

but little or nothing of those of Simon Zelotes and

Bartholomew ; and yet these latter may have accom-

pHshed tasks which were necessary to the progress of

the great work, but which would not have suited the

peculiar capacity of Peter. They may have reached

minds which he could not touch ; they may have per-

formed duties, subordinate indeed, but still necessary,

such as he was not gifted to perform. Each apostle

takes his own place, and stands easily and naturally in

it ; neither stretching after what was above, nor con-

temning what was below him. In this instance, as

well as in others, we may derive a lesson from them.

In another point of view, the company of the apos-

tles presents us with a spectacle, which, though it may
not be a very instructive, is certainly a pleasing one.

Within their common fraternity there were no less

than three distinct bands of natural brethren. Peter

and Andrew were brothers; John and James the

Greater were brothers ; and so also were James the

Less, Jude or Thaddeus, and Simon Zelotes. With
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the ties of a common faith, of a common toil, and a

common danger, were thus beautifully blended the

ties of consanguinity and domestic affection ; and a

texture of harmonious coloring was completed in

this companionship, such as is seldom woven on earth.

The three brethren last named were also near rela-

tions of Jesus himself. The reflections which are

readily suggested by this circumstance, are, that our

Saviour was beloved at home as well as abroad ; and

that the familiarity of relationship did not impair the

respect in which he was held as a master and teacher.

We see also in this fact, another cause of his love for

his disciples, and of their love for him ; a cause which

is far from diminishing our reverence for him, or our

interest in them. They were not strangers to each

other ; they were not brought together merely by the

attractions of sympathy, or the demands of a great

work. They were not countrymen only ; they were

neighbours, partners, early acquaintances ;—they were

more, for they were kinsmen, with the mutual attach-

ments of kindred ; and they go about on their labors

before us, a more social, united, confidential, and inter-

esting group, than if there had been no family bonds

to strengthen and adorn their union.

Let us next view the apostles as authors, and as

subjects of history. I should wonder at the state of

that man's affections who could read the Gospels, two

of which were written by apostles, without being

struck by the exceeding modesty and selfforgetful-

ness of the disciples, and their absorbing attention to

one individual, their venerated and beloved Master.
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There are no vaunts in those sacred histories ; no in-

stances of open or disguised egotism. When the

writer speaks of his fellow disciples, he relates with

the utmost simplicity their faults, and prejudices, and

want of faith, as well as the better parts of their

characters. And he speaks of his Master, too, with

equal simplicity, but with how much greater frequency

and devotion ! He brings every other person, every

other thing, he brings himself under perfect subordi-

nation to this main subject of his narrative. He does

this, not artfully and intentionally, but unavoidably

;

from feeling, from impulse, from the conviction that

there is but one individual of whom he is giving an

account ; and if others are mentioned, they are men-

tioned because they are in some manner connected

with that person. If Jesus has occasion to praise one

of his disciples, the evangelist records the fact with-

out envy ; if that disciple, or any other one is rebuk-

ed, he relates it without evasion or excuse. He keeps

himself to the sayings and actions of his Master, as to

his chief concern. He indulges in no inferences, no

moral reflections, no expression of his own views or

feelings ; he writes pure history, simple narrative
;

and on all occasions he tells, without reserve and

without suspicion, the plain truth ; we see and feel

that he does ; there is an honesty about every relation

which cannot be mistaken or suspected. And we see

and feel, too, that the chief personage of the history

is not brought out into such entire relief, into such a

concentration of light, by any efFort or design on the

part of the writer, but only and wholly on account of

10^
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the unapproached sublimity and intrinsic superiority of

the character itself.

There is one other circumstance in the lives of the

apostles, which I am bound to notice for the sake of its

singularity and importance ; and then I will leave them

to the meditations and further inquiries of my readers.

I have several times had occasion to speak of the na-^

tional prejudices of these men, and the difficulty which

they had to comprehend the entire spirituality of their

Master's system and kingdom, and to admit into their

associations with the Jewish Messiah and Saviour the

ideas of poverty, lowliness, suffering, and death. At-

tached as they were to him by all the ties which we

have enumerated, we see that when he was actually

apprehended by his enemies, they all forsook him and

fled ; that they did not return to him ; and that on the

Mount where he was crucified, there was but one of

them who appeared to witness the death of their

Master and kinsman, and the extinction of all their

hopes. The event was one for which they were

wholly unprepared. It confounded them. Their

preconceived opinions were so strong, that when Jesus

had before spoken to them of his death, they shut up

their ears and their eyes, they would not understand

him. We do not find a single hint in the Gospels, that

they ever did understand him. The event itself was a

blow, which at once enlightened and convinced them,

and scattered them abroad also, like sheep without a

shepherd. This is one scene.

And now let us behold another, which immediately

succeeds it. Not a great many days elapse, when we
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find these very men, disheartened, disappointed, terri-

fied, and dispersed as they had been, all gathered to-

gether again with one accord, fully recovered from all

their depression, and with a settled resolution stamped

on all their demeanour, which never marked them be-

fore, even while their Master was with them, to lead,

combine, and encourage them. The catalogue of

their names is full, with one vacancy only, which they

immediately supply. They begin to preach the doc-

trines of a crucified Saviour, and we hear no more of

their earthly notions of his kingdom. Their crude

ideas and temporal hopes have, in a few days, vanish-

ed away. They preach Christianity, simply and pure-

ly. They gather to themselves thousands of converts.

They are persecuted, imprisoned, threatened ; they

behold one of their number soon cut off with the

sword ; they are surrounded by enemies and tempta-

tions ; and yet they never hesitate nor falter ; no, not

the weakest of them ; there is not a single defection

from their reunited brotherhood. They go through

country after country, and toil after toil, laying down

their lives, one after another, for the holy truth, and they

leave disciples behind them everywhere, to teach, and

dare, and suffer, and do, and die, as they did.

Now what is the cause of all this, and how is it to

be accounted for ? Unbelievers may have many ex-

planations to give, and they may be ingenious ones. I

have but one, and it is a simple one. It is, that their

crucified Master rose from the dead, as they have told

us he did ; that he instructed them, as they have told

us he did ; and that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
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was sent from the Father, according to his promise,

to enlighten and sustain them. In short, I consider

the conduct of the apostles, at, and after the death of

Jesus, as perhaps the strongest proof of the reality of

his glorious resurrection. If he rose from the dead,

and appeared to them, and instructed and confirmed

them, I can account for the sudden change in their

characters, and for their subsequent knowledge and

perseverance, and boldness, and success. If he rose

not from the dead, I cannot account for those things ;

and the whole subject remains to me a deep historical

mystery.

Simple, honest, excellent men ! raised up by Prov-

idence for wonderful ends by wonderful means ! Your

lives, unadorned as they are, and comprehended in a

few plain words, are yet alone among the lives of

men ; alone, in the varieties and contrasts of their

fortunes ; alone, in the multitude and importance of

their consequences. We should be senseless, if we

did not perceive the influence which you have exerted

on the character and opinions of mankind. We should

be thankless, if we did not acknowledge the benefits

of that influence, and bless God that we live to know

and feel them. And we humbly pray to God, the uni-

versal Father, the Source of all excellence and truth,

that our fidelity to our common Master may be hke

yours ; that our perseverance in executing his com-

mands may be like yours ; and that like yours may be

our courage and constancy, if we should ever be called

on to sacrifice comfort, worldly consideration, or life

itself, to duty, conscience, and faith.
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NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION.

Page 5. We are also presented ivith a similar catalogue

in the Gospels of Mark, Sf*c,

For facility of reference, the three remaining lists of

the twelve are here subjoined.

' And Simon he surnamed Peter ; and James the son

of Zebedee ; and John the brother of James ; and he

surnamed them Boanerges, which is. The Sons of Thun-

der; and Andrew; and Philip ; and Bartholomew; and

Matthew ; and Thomas ; and James the son of Alpheus
;

and Thaddeus ; and Simon the Canaanite ; and Judas

Iscariot, who also betrayed him.' Mark, iii. 16, 17, 18,

19.

* Simon, whom he also named Peter ; and Andrew his

brother ; James and John ; Philip and Bartholomew

;

Matthew and Thomas ; James the son of Alpheus, and

Simon called Zelotes ; and Judas the brother of James,

and Judas Iscariot who also was the traitor.' Luke, vi.

14, 15, 16.

* Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip and

Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of

Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of

James.' Acts, i. 13.
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Page 5. Why the exact number of twelve, Sfc.

The conjectures of the Fathers, on this subject, are fan-

ciful, and endless. There was most probably a reference

to the twelve tribes in the number of the apostles ; over

which tribes they were to exercise spiritual authority^ in

the day of their Master's glory.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF PETER.

Page 16. Otherivise called the Sea of Tiberias, ^c.

This lake took its name of Galilee from the province in

which it was situated, and of Genesareth and Tiberias,

from towns on its coasts.

Page 29. By and by, andfrom another quarter, he is

again attacked with the same charge.

There are some apparent discrepances in the several

accounts given by the evangelists of Peter's denial of his

Master. But they are only apparent; and indeed the ve-

racity of the sacred writers is rather confirmed by these

slight differences, which ought to be expected in separate

narratives of what must necessarily have been a confused

and hurried scene. John, for instance, says that Peter

stood with the officers at the fire, and Matthew and Mark

say that he sat. Doubtless he sat at one time and stood at

another, in the agitation he was in, and therefore both re-

lations are not only true, but more strikingly authentic

from their very appearance of discrepancy. Again, there

is a difference with regard to the persons who are repre-

sented as having at several times accused Peter. Now,

it is highly probable that though the apostle made but

three distinct denials, he was yet accused by many, who
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in a tumultuous manner may have raised their voices

against him, and thus rendered it doubtful who was the

prominent assailant among a number of clamorous wit-

nesses. In short, the accounts of the evangelists are ev-

idently but sketches of a scene in which many things oc-

curred which are not related by either, and some things,

which are recorded by one, though omitted by another.

The main facts, however, agree in all ; and this being

the case, the variations accord so well with the character

of the scene described, and the agitation which all par-

ties must have been in, that they only add truth to truth.

It will be observed, that in these Lives I do not often

name the evangelist, or the chapter and verse, from which

I make my quotations. The reason of the omission was,

that I should have been obliged to insert so many refer-

ences, that the narrative would have been interrupted and

the page deformed, without any advantage arising from

such a method, important enough to counterbalance those

evils. Any particular passage, or portion of the narrative,

can easily be verified by turning to the bible.

Page 32. Who, hy Ms shadoiu alone, healed many who

IVere laid in his iday.

It is not expressly asserted in Acts, v. 15, that those

persons were healed by Peter's shadow, and therefore

some commentators have taken it for granted that they

were not, and have even gone so far as to assert that the

apostle's neglect of them was a punishment for their su-

perstition. So says Rosenmuller. But in the next verse

we are told that great numbers of sick persons were also

brought to him from the cities round about, and * were

healed every one.' Now there seems to be no good rea-

son why these should be healed, and those who belonged

to the city should be neglected. Their being placed in

11
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Peter's way, so that even his shadow might pass over

them, shows more the affectionate and confident faith of

them and their friends, than it does their superstition. If

Peter was empowered from on high to heal diseases, he

could do so by his shadow, as well as by a touch or a few

w^ords. His will was the agent ; the signs of its exertion

were of no importance in themselves. As we are not in-

formed that Peter rebuked thos^who laid the sick under

his shadow, the most reasonable and compassionate infer-

ence is, that these, as well as the others, were healed.

Page 33. TabitTia^ or Dorcas.

Tabitha being the Syriac name, and Dorcas its trans-

lation into Greek. They both mean a kid or goat.

Page 35. When Peter toas come to Antioch.

Ecclesiastical historians say that Peter founded the

church at Antioch, and some add that he was its first

bishop.

Page 36. He is said to have been bishop of Rome for

twentyfour or tiventyfive years.

This is denied by the learned Cave, in his Life of this

apostle, who contends that the authority for such a length

of time is insufficient, and that Peter probably spent but

a few years at Rome before his death, St Paul being there

at the same time, and governing the church jointly with

him. He also inclines to the opinion that neither Peter

nor Paul was, properly speaking, bishop of the Roman

church, but by their united exertions they planted it, and

that its first bishop was Linus, who, by the Catholics, is

placed next to St Peter in the episcopal see. The truth

is, that, while the Catholics endeavour to show that Peter

favored the great city with the most of his time, and
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was the first who sat on the chair afterwards occupied by

the popes, the Protestants are interested to dispute every

step of the process, and, on account of the looseness of

ancient ecclesiastical history, find it easy to do so.

One of the most remarkable passages of Peter's life at

Rome, according to the Fathers, was a desperate conten-

tion with his old enemy, Simon Magus, whom at last, by

miracles and prayers, he entirely defeated.

Cave calculates that the apostle was crucified in the

time of Nero's persecution of the Christians, after the

burning of Rome, and in about the year 64 of the chris-

tian era. The day appropriated to him in the Roman
Calendar of Saints, is June 29.

The following description of his person is from the Ec-

clesiastical History of Nicephorus. We may look on it

as a curiosity, if not a true portrait. ^ His body was

somewhat slender, of a middle size, but rather inclining

to tallness ; his complexion very pale and almost white
;

the hair of his head and beard curled and thick, but with-

al short; though St Jerome tells us that he was bald,

which probably might be in his declining age ; his eyes

black, but specked with red ; his eyebrows thin, or none

at all ; his nose long, but rather broad and flat than

sharp.'

Page 36. It is probable that he ivas a married man.

That he was married when he was called to be an

apostle, is certain, as the scriptures mention his * wife's

mother.' But staunch Catholics, with Jerome at their

head, will have it, that he left his wife when he left all to

follow Jesus. This, however, does not well agree with the

testimony of Paul. Clemens Alexandrinus relates, that

Peter, seeing his wife going to be martyred, exceedingly

rejoiced that she was elected to so great an honor, and
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that she was now returning home, and calling her by

her name, encouraged and exhorted her, bidding her to

be mindful of our Lord. The apostle is also said to have

had a daughter, by the name of Petronilla.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF ANDREW.

Page 39. And thus made himself his first disciple,

Andrew is generally styled by the ancient writers of

the church, Protocletos, or thefirst called. The following

encomium on him, is by Hesychius, Presbyter of Jerusa-

lem. * St Andrew was the first born of the Apostolic

Choir ; the prime pillar of the church ; a rock before the

rock ; the foundation of that foundation ; the first fruits

of the beginning ; a caller of others before he was called

himself. He preached that gospel which was not yet be-

lieved or entertained ; revealed and made known that

life to his brother, which he had not yet perfectly learned

himself. So great treasures did that one question bring

him, '' Master, where dwellest thou ? " which he soon

perceived by the answer given him, and which he deeply

pondered in his mind, " Come, and see."
'

Page 41. He preached the gospel in various countries.

Scythia, various provinces of Greece, and Byzantium,

or Constantinople, are particularly mentioned as the scenes

of his labors. At Sinope, on the Euxine Sea, he is said

to have met with his brother Peter.

Page 41. Was cd last crucified.

On approaching the cross to which he was condemned

to be bound with cords, that his death might be more lin-
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gering, he is said, by one of the ancients, to have apos-

trophized it in the following ardent manner ;
—

' Hail, pre-

cious cross, which has been consecrated by the body of

my Lord ! how ardently have I loved thee ! how long

have I sought thee ! at length I have found thee, now
waiting to receive my longing soul. Take and snatch

me from among mortals and present me to my Master,

that he who redeemed me on thee, may receive me at thy

hands.'

The instrument of his martyrdom is commonly affirm-

ed to have been what is called a cross decussate, made by

two pieces of timber crossing each other in the middle,

in the form of the letter X, and hence known by the

name of St Andrew's Cross.

Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland. The day

consecrated to him in the Calendar is November 30.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF JAMES THE GREATER.

Page 49. And he killed JameSy the brother of John,

with the sword.

This Herod was Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Her-

od the Great, in whose reign Christ was born. He was

a distinguished favorite of the Roman emperors, Caligu-

la and his successor Claudius, though a strict and zealous

observer of the Jewish law. On entering upon his gov-

ernment he was desirous of doing something to please

the Jewish populace, and for that end began to persecute

the infant christian church, selecting for a principal vic-

tim, James the brother of John. We are informed by

Clemens Alexandrinus, that as the apostle was led forth

to the place of execution, the person who had accused

11^
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him was so touched with the courage and constancy which

he displayed, that he repented of what he had done,

came and fell down at his feet, and earnestly begged par-

don for what he had said against him. St James tender-

ly raised him up, kissed him, and said to him, * Peace be

to thee, my son, and the pardon of thy faults.' At this,

his former accuser publicly professed himself a Christian,

and so both were beheaded at the same time. Not long

after this martyrdom, Herod suffered a miserable death, as

is related in Acts, xii. 23., and more at large by Josephus

in the nineteenth book of his Antiquities.

Page 49. He loas the first of the apostles ivho suffered

martyrdom.

He is therefore called the Apostolic Protomartyr;

Stephen being the Protomartyr, or first martyr, of the

whole christian church. He is the James who is called

by the Spaniards St James of Compostella, and honored

as their patron Saint. They receive with general faith a

wild and singular legend, which gives an account of the

manner in which they became possessed of his remains.

According to this story, the apostles at Jerusalem sent

the body in a vessel with Ctesiphon, whom they ordained

bishop of Spain. The vessel went directly to a port in

that kingdom, without the assistance of oars or pilot,

guided only by its holy, though lifeless burthen, which,

on its arrival, was miraculously taken away and buried,

and after a great many wonders, was at last translated to

Compostella, where it stills abides, the object of constant

pilgrimage, and the worker of countless miracles. Cave,

after giving this legend rather more at length, observes ;

—

* This is the sum of the account, call it romance or his-

tory, which I do not desire to impose any further upon
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the reader's faith than he shall find himself disposed to

believe it.'

Ferdinand II. of Spain instituted a military order in

honor of this apostle. His festival is on the 26th of

July.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF JOHN.

Page 52. Went with Peter to the palace of the high

priest
J
and gained him admittance there by means of his ac--

quaintance ivith that dignitary,

* That disciple was knovi^n unto the high priest.' John,

xviii. 15. The early writers busy themselves to find out

in what manner John became acquainted with Caiaphas«

Jerome says that he belonged to some order of nobility
;

which, however, seems to be very inconsistent with the

occupation of his father. Nicephorus relates, that he

sold his paternal estate in Galilee to the high priest, and

with the money purchased a fair house in Jerusalem, and

so became intimate with him. These stories seem to me,

like many other similar ones, to prove two things ; one,

that the early christian writers were exceedingly anxious

to explain the slightest hints in the gospel histories ; the

other, that they were much too apt to write down the

first report which came to their ears, glad to catch some-

thing, and not careful to sift the truth. Hence the con-

tradictory statements with which their works are full.

Page 53. Four iveeping females.

They were Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary Magda-

lene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses,

and Salome the mother of James the Greater and of
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John. There were other women in company with them,

but these four probably stood nearer the cross than the

rest.

Page 58^ Jlnd others again assert that his life was pro-

tracted beyond that term.

So respectable a writer as Chrysostom asserts, in one

of his sermons, that John was an hundred years old when
he wrote his Gospel, and that he lived twenty years after-

wards. But this is worthy of but little credit. Again,

many of the ancients entertained the absurd belief that

this apostle never died, but was translated like Enoch and

Elias.

Page 58. The affectionate mildness of his character.

All the ancient testimonies concur on the subject of

the gentleness of this apostle. One of the best authen-

ticated stories of his latter days, is, as related by Jerome,

that when age and weakness grew upon him at Ephesus, so

that he was no longer able to preach to his converts, he used,

at every public meeting, to be led to the church, and say

no more to them than these words, ' Little children, love

one another.' And when his auditors, wearied with the

constant repetition of the same thing, asked him why he

always said this and nothing more to them, he answered,

* Because it was the command of our Lord, and that if

they did nothing else, this alone was enough,'

Page 59. The book of the Revelation.

I call it so, because it is so called in the bible ; though

the more common title is, the book of Revelations.

Page 60. The poet Milton.

That Milton understood the Apocalypse to be a gener-
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al prophecy, in the form of a religious drama, I gather

from the following passage in his Reason of Church Gov--

ernment urged against Prelaty. * And the Apocalypse of

St John is the majestic image of a high and stately tra-

gedy, shutting up and intermingling her solemn scenes

and acts with a sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs and harp-

ing symphonies ; and this my opinion, the grave authority

Parous, commenting that book, is sufficient to confirm.'

Page 62. The Disciple whom Jesus loved.

The ancients also called him The Divine^ on account

of the sublimity and spirituality of his writings.

His festival is December 27, in the Roman Calendar

;

but the Greeks keep it on the 26th of September,

I

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF PHILIP.

Page 63. And saith unto him. Follow me.

Though Peter and Andrew were the first who appear

to have attended on the instructions of Jesus, and to have

been particularly noticed by him, and are therefore called

his first disciples, yet it is to Philip that the distinction

belongs of having been first called to be a companion and

apostle of Christ.

Page Q^, That he preached in Phrygia, and that he

was buried at Hieropolis.

Hieropolis was a city of Phrygia, very much given to

idolatry ; and it was by causing an object of superstitious

worship to be destroyed, that Philip is said to have incur-

red his death there, which was inflicted by hanging him
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by his neck to a pillar. The Roman Catholics keep his

festival on the 1st of May.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF BARTHOLOMEW.

Page 68. In the Indies^ in Arabia^ and Persia,

He is also said to have preached in Phrygia, at the

same time with Philip, and to have narrowly escaped

death when his fellow apostle was martyred.

Page 68. Died in Alhana.

His body is believed by the Catholics to be now depos-

ited in a porphyry monument under the high altar of the

church of St Bartholomew in Rome. August 24th is

observed as his festival.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF THOMAS.

Page 76. He travelled through many parts of the Indies,

' Of this general fact there is little doubt ; and it is said

that a community of Christians, still existing in the East,

own St Thomas as their founder.

Page 76. He suffered martyrdom.

He is stated to have been run through the body with a

lance, by a Brachman, while he was at his devotions.

This took place at Malipur, or Meliapor, on the coast of

Coromandel, where he had made many converts, among

whom was the king of the country, and where he had

built a church. In this church he was buried, as those
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tell us who deny that his body was carried to Edessa in

Mesopotamia ; and in this church they say the following

miracle was to be witnessed at all times. A lamp hangs

before his tomb, which burns perpetually, needing no oil,

and undisturbed in its flame by the wind or any accident

whatever. This is one of those legends, which, though

deserving no more credit than others of the same class,

is beautiful in itself, and highly pleasing to the imagina-

tion.

The 21st of December is devoted to this apostle, in the

Roman Calendar.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF MATTHEW. »

Page 80. Jit the i^eceijit of custom,

It appears from the relation of Mark, in the second

chapter of his Gospel, that Matthew's official station was

at the seaside, where he was sitting when Jesus called

him. Commentators say that the particular duty of Mat-

thew as a publican, was to gather the customs of commod-

ities which came by the Sea of Galilee, and the tribute

which passengers were to pay who went by water. Ac-

cording to this statement, he was a tollgatherer.

Page 83. Matthew is said to have carried the religion

of Jesus into Parthia^ and Ethiopia ^ Sfc.

' Little certainty can be had,' says Cave, ' what travels

he underwent for the advancement of the christian faith,

so irrecoverably is truth lost in a crowd of legendary sto-

ries. Ethiopia is generally assigned as the province of

his apostolical ministry.' His festival, according to the

Roman Calendar, is on the 21st of September. It may
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here be observed that the Roman and Greek Calendars

differ from each other in their dates, from beginning to

end.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF JAMES THE LESS.

Page 86. He is consequently our Lord?s cousin.

The exact relationship to Jesus of James the Less, and

others, who are called his brethren, was a matter of con-

troversy in very early times. Respectable names appear

on each side ; and Cave says that a majority of the an-

cients were of opinion that these ' brethren ' were actually

the sons of Joseph by a former wife. It has appeared to

me that the other opinion is the most likely to be the true

one, and I have therefore called James the cousin of

Jesus. One of the strongest arguments for this view of

the relationship, is, that the father of James is called Al-

pheus, and not Joseph, and that Mary the wife of Cleo-

phas is mentioned in the Gospel of John as a person en-

tirely distinct from the mother of Jesus, and further ap-

pears to be the same who is called by Mark the mother of

James the Less and of Joses. Now Alpheus and Cleo-

phas being the same name, the chain of testimony is com-

plete ; so complete, that I wonder any question should ev-

er have been raised on the subject.

Page 9L Eight or ten years before the destruction of

Jerusalem.

So great w^as the reputation of James for sanctity, that

his death was supposed by the Jews themselves to have

hastened the destruction of their city. Some of the Fa-

thers tell us that this was asserted by Josephus; but
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the passage is not now to be found in his works. Both

the accounts of James's death agree that he was stoned.

It is added in the relation of Hegesippus, as preserved by

Eusebius, that he was finally despatched by the blow of a

fuller's club. His day, as kept by the Romans, is May 2d,

Page 92. ^ Jin epistle of straw.

^

^ Epistola straminea/ a straivy epistle^ is the phrase ap-

plied by Luther to the epistle of James. The boldness, and

perhaps even the rudeness of the great Reformer, qual-

ified him to carry through his enterprise as he did, under

circumstances, and in an age, which demanded not only

decision, but a rough, uncompromising, unfeeling decis-

ion. Granting this to be the case, still he is not to be re-

garded as a pattern of christian meekness, forbearance,

or charity
;
qualities which neither he, nor his contempo-

rary Calvin, in any great degree possessed. Luther was

more wild in his doctrine of faith than even Calvin ; and

he vented his spleen against good works on the excellent

epistle of James, in an expression of contempt which

would not be tolerated at the present day.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF JUDE.

Page 93. Lebbeus whose surname was Thaddem,

Jude is merely an English abbreviation of Judas, and

Judas is only a Greek pronunciation of the old Hebrew

name of Judah. It means the praise of the Lord. Thad-

deus is derived from the same root, and has a similar sig-

nification. Lebbeus appears to mean a man of heart, or

courage, being derived from a word signifying the heart,

12
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These two last names were probably adopted to distin-

guish him from Judas Iscariot.

Page 94. O/Aer accounts of this apostle are so various

and conty^dictoi^^ <^c.

It is in vain to endeavour to learn anything of this apos-

tle from the writings of the Fathers, who, as is very evi-

dent from their contradictory stories, knew nothing about

him. They generally preferred, however, to record the

most groundless legend, rather than to confess their igno-

rance. ' The men themselves,' says Dr Jortin, speaking

of the Fathers, in his Remarks on Ecclesiastical History,

* usually deserve much respect, and their writings are

highly useful on several accounts ; but it is better to defer

too little than too much to their decisions, and to the au-

thority of antiquity, that handmaid to Scripture^ as she is

called. She is like Briareus, and has a hundred hands,

and these hands often clash, and beat one another.'

October 28th is sacred, in the Roman Calendar, to

the memory of the apostle Jude.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF SIMON ZELOTES.

Page 96. Canaanite is merely a Hebrew wordy Sfc.

* This word,' says Cave, * has no relation to his country,

or the place from whence he borrowed his original, as

plainly descending from a Hebrew word which signifies

zeal, and denotes a hot and sprightly temper. Therefore

what some of the Evangelists call Canaanite, others, ren-

dering the Hebrew by the Greek word, style Simon Ze-

lotes, or the ZealotJ
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Page. 97. As far as Britain,

* Nor could the coldness of the climate benumb his

zeal/ exclaims the honest Cave, * or hinder him from

shipping himself and the christian doctrine over to the

western islands, yea, even to Britain itself. Here he

preached and wrought many miracles, and after infinite

troubles and difficulties which he underwent, suffered

martyrdom for the faith of Christ, as is not only affirmed

by Nicephorus and Dorotheus, but expressly owned in

the Greek Menologies, where we are told that he went at

last into Britain, and having enlightened the minds of

many with the doctrine of the gospel, was crucified by

the infidels, and buried there.'

The two apostles Simon and Jude, are commemorated

on the same day, October 28th.

NOTES TO THE LIFE OF JUDAS ISCARIOT.

Page 99. .^ supper was made for him there.

Commentators and harmonists disagree upon the ques-

tion whether this supper was the same as that mentioned

by Matthew as having been given in the house of Simon

the leper. There are some circumstances common to

both, and some peculiar to each. Macknight is confident

that they were two distinct occurrences. A few of his ar-

guments 1 will here repeat, which may lead the reader to

further investigations.

' Although this supper (John xii. 2.) is supposed by

many to have been the same with that mentioned in Matt,

xxvi. 6., upon examination they will appear to have been

different. This happened in the house of Lazarus ; that,

in the house of Simon the leper. At this, Mary, the sis-
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ter of Lazarus, anointed our Lord^s feet, and wiped them

with her hair ; at that, a woman, not named, poured the

ointment on his head. Here Judas only found fault with

the action ; there he was seconded by some of the rest.

It seems all the disciples but Judas had let this first an-

ointing pass without censure. But when they saw so ex-

pensive a compliment repeated, and that within a few

days the one of the other, they joined with him in blam-

ing the woman, and might think themselves warranted to

do so, as they knew that their Master was not delighted

with luxuries of any kind.' Again he says, * The anoint-

ing, after which Judas bargained with the priests, hap-

pened only two days before the Passover, and consequently

was different from that mentioned by John, which was

six days before that solemnity.'

' Thus it evidently appears,' he proceeds, * that our

Lord was anointed with spikenard three different times

during the course of his ministry ; once in the house of

Simon the Pharisee, once in the house of Lazarus, and

once in the house of Simon the leper. That this honor

should have been done him so often, needs not be thought

strange ; for in those countries it was common at enter-

tainments to pour fragrant oils on the heads of such guests

as they designed to distinguish with marks of extraordi-

nary respect. The custom is alluded to, Psal. xlv. 7.

^' God hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above

thy fellows." Where this piece of civility was showed,

it was an expression of the highest complacency, and

produced great gladness in the person who was the object

of it.'

Page 99. ^And bare off what was put therein,^

In our English bible it is, ' and bare what was put there-

in ;' a translation which does not seem to give the true
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meaning of the passage, though the Greek verb admits

of both senses.

Page 103. A sum not more than about a third of what

the ointment had cost.

The value of the ointment vi^as three hundred pence

;

the wages of treachery were thirty pieces of silver. The

pence are supposed to be the Roman denarii, and a de-

narius is estimated at seven pence halfpenny, English

money ; at which rate the whole cost of the ointment

would be over nine pounds sterling. The pieces of sil-

ver were probably the Jewish shekels, each of which was

of a weight equivalent to about two shillings and three-

pence ; amounting in all to between three and four

pounds. A different reckoning, however, has been adopt-

ed by some, as appears from the following passage from

Jeremy Taylor's Life of Christ, which I quote at length,

as containing other opinions on this subject, and as being

also a tolerable specimen of that writer's style. It will

be perceived that the bishop takes it for granted that Ma-

ry Magdalen was the woman who anointed our Lord.

' It is not intimated,' says Taylor, ' in the history of the

life of Jesus, that Judas had any malice against the per-

son of Christ ; for when afterward he saw the matter was

to end in the death of his Lord, he repented ; but a base

and unworthy spirit of covetousness possessed him ; and

the relics of indignation for missing the price of the oint-

ment which the holy Magdalen had poured upon his feet,

burnt in his bowels with a secret, dark, melancholic fire,

and made an eruption into an act which all the ages of

the world could never parallel. They appointed him for

hire thirty pieces; and some say that every piece did in

value equal ten ordinary current deniers ; and so Judas

was satisfied by receiving the worth of the three hun-

12^
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(Ired pence at which he valued the nard pistick. But

hereafter let no Christian be ashamed to be despised and

undervalued ; for he will hardly meet so great a reproach

as to have so disproportioned a price set upon his life as

was upon the holy Jesus. St Mary Magdalen thought it

not good enough to aneal his sacred feet ; Judas thought

it a sufficient price for his head ; for covetousness aims at

base and low purchases, whilst holy love is great and

comprehensive as the bosom of Heaven, and aims at no-

thing that is less than infinite.'

Page 104. The next that we hear of him is at the last

supper.

That is, the supper of the Passover. It has been dis-

puted, whether Judas was or was not present when Jesus

instituted his own supper, at the time of this feast ; and it

is a very difficult point to determine. * However it was,'

observes the author from whom I quoted last, * Christ,

who was Lord of the sacraments, might dispense it as he

pleased.'

Page 109. The lotfell upon Matthias.

Nothing is particularly related of this apostle in the sa-

cred books. The most probable account of him is, that

he preached in Cappadocia, and suffered martyrdom, by

the cross, in Colchis. There is another history by an

author of no great credit, which relates that he preached

the gospel in Macedonia; 'where the Gentiles, to make
an experiment of his faith and integrity, gave him a pois-

onous and intoxicating potion, which he cheerfully drank

off, in the name of Christ, without the least prejudice to

himself; and that when the same potion had deprived

above two hundred and fifty of their sight, he, laying his

hands upon them, restored them to their sight ;—with a
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great deal more of the same stamp/ says Cave, ' which I

have neither faith enough to believe, nor leisure enough

to relate.'

The Romans commemorate Matthias on the 24th of

February.

NOTES TO THE CONCLUDING REMARKS.

Page 110. The apostles were all Galileans,

Seven of them, Peter and Andrew, James and John,

Philip, Bartholomew, and Matthew, are expressly stated

in the Gospels to have belonged to the district of Galilee.

The same is in the highest degree probable of all the rest,

with the exception, perhaps, of Judas Iscariot. We find

that the eleven, after Jesus had ascended into heaven be-

fore their sight, were thus spoken to by the two angels

;

^ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ?

'

And at the day of Pentecost, when they received the gift

of tongues, the people who were present, exclaimed, * Be-

hold, are not all these who speak Galileans ?
' Indeed,

so many of the first disciples of Christ were from Galilee,

that they were all called Galileans at first, as we learn

from contemporary historians.

Page 112. One ivas a publican.

It is a habit among many of the Fathers, and other writ-

ers on these subjects, to assert that Matthew wjas rich, in

order to magnify the sacrifice which he made in leaving

all to follow Jesus. But there is not the least ground in

scripture for supposing that he formed an exception to

the general poverty, or at any rate, very moderate cir-

cumstances of the other apostles. He was able, to be
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sure, to give a supper, at which some Pharisees were

present, who were not likely to honor with their pres-

ence the house of a poor man ; but he might have done

this, and yet not have been very rich.

Page 1.20. And ive humbly pray to Gody S^c.

As I have, in these notes, mentioned the days on which

the several apostles are commemorated by the Roman or

Western Church, I hope it will not be thought irrelevant

to my subject, to introduce here the collects, or short pe-

titions, which are used by the English Church on those

Saints' days. Though we may not keep the days our-

selves, nor attach to them any peculiar sacredness or obli-

gation whatever, yet these prayers, still used by a great

part of the christian world, and of venerable antiquity,

may serve to impress on our minds the examples of holy

life which have been presented in this volume, and thus

form to it an appropriate and useful conclusion.

COLLECT FOR SAINT PETER's DAY,

O Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ didst

give to thy apostle Saint Peter many excellent gifts, and

commandedst him earnestly to feed thy flock ; make, we

beseech thee, all pastors diligently to preach thy holy

word, and the people obediently to follow the same, that

they may receive the crown of everlasting glory, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

COLLECT FOR SAINT ANDREW's DAY.

Almighty God, who didst give such grace unto thy

holy apostle Saint Andrew, that he readily obeyed the

calling of thy Son Jesus Christ, and followed him wiUi-

out delay
;
grant unto us all, that we, being called by thy

holy word, may forthwith give up ourselves obediently to



NOTES. 145

fulfil thy holy commandments, through the same Jesus

Christ our Lord.

COLLECT FOR SAINT JAMES'* DAY.

Grant, O merciful God, that as thine holy apostle

Saint James, leaving his father and all that he had, with-

out delay was obedient unto the calling of thy Son Jesus

Christ, and followed him ; so we, forsaking all worldly

and carnal affections, may be evermore ready to follow

thy holy commandments, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

COLLECT FOR SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST's DAY.

Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to cast thy bright

beams of light upon thy church, that it, being enlightened

by the doctrine of thy blessed apostle and evangelist

Saint John, may so walk in the light of thy truth, that it

may at length attain to the light of everlasting life^

through Jesus Christ our liOrd.

COLLECT FOR SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES'f DAY.

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting

life
;
grant us perfectly to know thy Son Jesus Christ to

be the way, the truth, and the life, that following the

steps of thy holy apostles Saint Philip and Saint James,

we may steadfastly walk in the way that leadeth to eter-

nal life, through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

COLLECT FOR SAINT BARTHOLOMEW'S DAY.

O Almighty and everlasting God, who didst give to

thine apostle Bartholomew grace truly to believe and

preach thy word
;

grant, we beseech thee, unto thy

church, to love that word which he believed, and both to

preach and receive the same, through Jesus Christ our

Lord.

* The Greater, t The Les^.
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COLLECT FOR SAINT THOMAS' DAY.

Almighty and everlasting God, who, for the more

confirmation of the faith didst suffer thy holy apostle

Thomas to be doubtful in thy Son's resurrection
;
grant

us so perfectly, and without all doubt to believe in thy

Son Jesus Christ, that our faith in thy sight may never

be reproved. Hear us, O Lord, in the name of Jesus

Christ, through whom to thee be all honor and glory,

now and for evermore.

O Almighty God, who by thy blessed Son didst call

Matthew from the receipt of custom, to be an apostle and

evangelist
;
grant us grace to forsake all covetous desires

and inordinate love of riches, and to follow the same thy

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with

thee, world without end.

COLLECT FOR SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUDE's DAY.

O Almighty God, who hast built thy church upon the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ

himself being the head corner stone
;
grant us so to be

joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we

may be made an holy temple acceptable unto thee, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

O Almighty God, who into the place of the traitor Ju-

das didst choose thy faithful servant Matthias to be of

the number of the twelve apostles; grant that thy church,

being alway preserved from false apostles, may be order-

ed and guided by faithful and true pastors, through Jesus

Christ our Lord.
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HYMN

FOR SAINT STEPHEN'S AND OTHER SAINTS' DAYS ;

BY BISHOP HEBER.

The Son of God goes forth to war,

A kingly crown to gain
;

His blood-red banner streams afar

!

Who follows in his train ?

Who best can drink his cup of woe,

Triumphant over pain,

Who patient bears his cross below.

He follows in his train

!

The martyr first, whose eagle eye

Could pierce beyond the grave
;

Who saw his Master in the sky,

And called on him to save.

Like him, v/ith pardon on his tongue

In midst of mortal pain.

He prayed for them that did the wrong

!

Who follows in his train ?

A glorious band, the chosen few,

On whom the spirit came
;

Twelve valiant saints, their hope they knew,

And mocked the cross and flame.
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They met the tyrant's brandished steel,

The lion's gory mane

;

They bowed their necks the death to feel

!

Who follows in their train ?

A noble army—men and boys,

The matron and the maid,

Around the Saviour's throne rejoice,

In robes of light arrayed.

They climbed the steep ascent of Heaven,

Through peril, toil, and pain

!

O God ! to us may grace be given

To follow in their train

!

THE END.
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