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PREFA CE

O convin¢e you, Sir, how
I much more 1 a doncem’d
we you think,"  can-
well, chan Write well; I ventuic to
end you the Account (as intperfect
‘unpolifi'd as it i5) - thiat- yol
‘:pleas’d to ‘command Of ¢ Iaff
rs of Theodora. - But I iuft be
leave to accompany it mtg
her Account (though-buta fhort
how 1. came to meddle with
S Aa: thlﬁ

)
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The Preface.

this Subje&; and why what I pre.
fent you about. .it, is fo . much
‘Maim'd, and has no more Uniox,
mity. - .

Having had oxafion Wany ‘yeass
~.ago to turn ovgt a Marryrelogy,
‘and fome other Books, that related
to the Sufferings of the Primitive
Chriftians ; 1 chanc'd to light an
thefe of a Virgin, who, though ¢
my wonder) fhe was left unnam’
by the other Writers that me
pon'd her, feem’d plainly to
the fame, that is by one of thea
gxprefly call’d Theodora : 1 0%Wn, |
was not q little -affeted, at Rl
scading offuch moving and uncom
‘aon. adventures as hers : and f;
ing her ftory to be related, by,
Authar that nam’d both her'a
sher Lover, notoaly very fuces
and imperfe@ly, but very duyl
to0s 1 found my felf tempted
to talarge this Story, as that j
_might be contriv'd into a fonw
what voluminous Romance : By
S " dpe
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apon fcond theughts, it appeared’
incongruous toturn a Martyr into

) Ngmph or an Amazon: And I .
ton

der’d too; that (to omit what-
elfe might be obje@ed againft that
fort of Compofures) as true Pearls
are Cordials and Antidotes, -which
counterféit ones, how fine foeves
théy may appear, are not ; o True”
Examples do arm and fortify ‘the
mind fac more efficacioufly, than
Imaginary or Fictitious ones cando;
ind che fabulous labours of ‘Aferca-
5, and Exploits of Ar¢hur of Bri-

Pain, will never ‘make mén afpire

to Heroick' Vertue half fo power-
fally, as the real Examples of
Bouragt and'Gallantry afforded by

go»a{b4n Cefar, ot the Black Princeg.
ut yer, thinking ‘it’ great pity, -
t {5 thining a Vertut as Theodo-

s thould prove Exemplary, but
 Her own time, and to one City 3
d remembring, that foon after
he Age which fhe Ennobl'd, it
:counted among the Primitive

A3

Chtiftians an a& of Piety, tobmi:i‘: .

Pyl
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&ir Monuments, upon the formerly
abje@ Graves of the Martyrs; to
repay, by Honours done to their
Memories, the Indignities and Dif- .
_graces they had {uoffer'd in cheir
Perfons ; [ thought fit to try, ifl
could refcue from more unskilfal
Hands than even mine, a ftory that
abundantly deferv'd to .be well

4

told. . )
But upon further thoughts, I foon
forefaw, that this Task was not
more - worthy to be undertaken, |
-than it would prove difficult to be
well perform’d : For the Martyrolo-
gilt having allow’d fcarce one whole
Page, to a Relation, that perhaps
nierited 2. Volum, had leff fo ma.
ny Chalms, and fo many neceffar
things unmentioned, that T phinly |
perceivd 1 wamcdh ‘a far greater
number of Circumftances,than thac,
ke bad f{upply’'d me with to gake,
- up fo ‘maym'd .a Gory. tolerably
compjear. . And as the Relation;
dcny,’é"mc matiter enough to.work.i
ot R upon 1

]
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upon, {0 the nature of the Subjel®
refus’d moft ofthofe Imbellithments
which in other Themes, where

_ . young Gallants dnd fair Ladies are
! the chief A&ors, are wont to {up-
.ply the deficiences of the matter.
Befides, my cask was not near {or
cafic as it would have been, if I
had been only to retite the Intrigues
of an Amour, with the liberty
to feign (\uﬁr‘izh;f“ adventures,
to orn the Hiftorical {m
~ ofthe account, and to make a Lo~
. ver {peak as Pafflonately as [
could, and his Miftres as Kindly
as the indulgenteft Laws of decency
“would permit. But [ was to intros
“duce a Chriftian and piousLover,
who ‘'was to contain the cxpref-
fions of his Flame within the
narrcow bounds of his Religions
'and a Virgin, who, being as mo-
deft and difcreer as handfom,
and as’ devour as ecit her, was to
own an high Eftéem for an ex-
cellent Lover, and an uncommon ..
Graticude o a tranfce ndent Bene-
: A 4 faor, -
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falor, without intrenching ecither-
upon her Vertue, or her Refer-
vednefs. And [ perceivid the dif- -
ficulty of my Task would be e~
- cteas’d, by that of Reconciling:
Theodord’s Scrupuloufnefs to the
humours of fome young Perfons
of Quality of gither Sex, who were
earneft ta cngige my Pen on this
occafion, and would expe@ that
I 'thould make 7heodora more kind,
than . thought her greac Piety
and ftri® Modefty would permaic. -
But for all this ; the efteem I -had -
- for the fair Myrtyrs Excellencics,
and the complianee I had for thofe
~ that defir'd to receive an account
of {o rare a Perfons a&ions and
~ Suflerings, made me refolve -to-
try what | could do. Which [
- adventurd upon with the lels
- Reluétancy, becaufe, though I e-.
ftecm'd it a kind of Profancnefs,:.
'to transform a picce of Martyrology
.into aRomance ; yet I thought it
.allowable enough, where a Narra-
“tive was written fo concifely, -and
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left fo unperfé&, as that 1" had to °
defcant "upon ; to make fuch fup-
plements of Circumftances, as were
not - improbable in the nature of -
the thidjg, and were little lefs than -
neceflary to the’clearnd(s' and en--
tirenefi of ‘the Story, ‘and ‘the de-- -
cent connettion of ghe parts. it
fhould confift of. 1 fuppos’d’ tog, -
that I necded not feriple, to lend -
Speeches to the Perfoas T brouglit *
upon the Stage, provided they were
{uicable to the Speakers, and Qc--
" cafions; fince I was warranted. by
the Examples' of Livy, Plutarch, -
and otlier - Grave and Judicieus -
Hiftorians, whe make:no {eruple -
- to give us. fet Orations, of their:

own ‘framing, and fometimes put-:
" them into the mouths of Generals -
acthe. head of theic Armies, juft -
going to'give Battel: though ac fuch - -
times the hurry and diftration thac
both they and theic Auditors muft ~
- ‘bein, mult make it very ualikely, .

either that' they fhould make ela- - |

borate “Spreches, or their - Hearers -

. As ind. -
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mind .and remember them well {
enoligh to repeat them to the Hi- |
* ftorians. K ‘ ' o
. .Encourag’d. by thefe Liberties, -
‘which 1 t%oug”ht' I. might juftly
- allow my felf: T drew up, as well
as [ could, ‘what vou have been
told 1 wrote apout Zheodora, This. I
‘thought fit to divide into two parts ;
~in the. firft whereof (which was
. Jef§ remote from being Romantick)
T gavefomewhartat largethe Chara-
&ers of them both. | mention'd
the'rife and progrefs of Didymus’s
Love; the degeneracy of the then
‘Chriftians, which provok’d Divine
Providence, to. expofe them to a
- “very Bloody ' Perfecution! I de-
clar’d, how Theodorabeing involv'd
- in'it, was brought before -the
Prefident of Antioch ; how fhe ‘re-
‘folurely own’d her Religioa before:
him, anfwer'd His . Arguments,
. and refifted both his Promifcs,, and |
his Menaces ; how, thereupon. the
- Judge doomd her either to. Sacra-
rees SRS ey

o

y
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fice, or to be: proftituted in the
publick Srews. How fhe, - after -
an eager Debate in her own mind,
refufing to offer facrifice, was (not-

. withftanding her filence) led away
‘to - the infamous place; how being
“fhut up there alone in'a Room,-:

the employ’d ‘the little time, that

- was granted her to confider whe«
ther fhe would- yet burn Incenfe-

to the: Roman ldols, in -fervent”

- Prayer to the true God, . for a refs-

cue of her Purity, not her Life;:
in order whereunto, the defign'd-
and- hop'd'by Refiftance and Con--

‘tumelies to provoke her firft Affai--
. Jant, to become her Murderer, e

therthan her.Ravifher.

- Thefe were the chief Contcpfs
- of-the firft Book, Thofe of the fe-:

cond, were more Hiftorical; and*

~.¢onfifted of-an account of the laft-
‘hours of ‘her Life, and particular--

ly of -thofe-Sufferings cthat ended
in her and. Didymus’s glorious Mar~

- tyrdom. This piece having been-

perusd
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perus'd by thofe for whefe fake

I wrote it; was fo fortunate,. thac

it having, without my leave, been

ventur'd. into feveral hands, asa
Book of a namelefs and unknown
Author, it was lucky enough to
by, by fome indulgent Readers,
attributed to One, and by fome to
Another,of the two Perfons, that.
were at that time counted the
beft writers of difguisd EE_I-Iiﬁoric:s.
But among the many Hands it
pafs'd through, it feems it fell in-
to  fome, ouc of which a great
part of the loofe fheers (which
were not bound in a Book, but -
only tack’d together) were not
to- be retriev'd : whether it were
by the negligence, or the contempt,
_that fome had of {o unpolifh’'d a.
Work; or whether there .were
~ fome fatality in the Bufinefs, that
" Theodoras Sufferings fhould outlive
hery and her, Story beas ill us’d
.as her Perfon had been. This lofs
(ifit can deferve that name) I did:
not much regret - Since 1 int eci

-
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ed not to make the loft Papers .
publick, and had receivd "much
“greater approbation and - thanks
‘than they merited, from the' par-
ticular Perfons they were defign’d
for. But after [ had for many
years worn out, not only the fenfe,
“buc ‘the memory of this lofs : le
‘was made more troublefom to me;
than ever it was at fieft, by the
earneft folicitations of fome emi-
nent Perfons,that had a t powet
over me, and fome o%r:laxem the
repute of - great Judges of this
kind of Compofures, For having
feen feveral Sheets, that Iacciden-
tally lighted on, in tumbling over
- fome long negle&ed Papers ; they
oblig’/d me to caufc thofeold rude
theets to be tranfcrib’d. And. tho!
almoft all the firft Book was want-
iog ¢upon which account, I' could
_not be remov’d from my Refolu-
tion net-to trouble my felf abouy
ity yet- ghere was {o much) of the
$econd Book, bur in parts no
" waayt Gohergnt, lircle_ by little res

" B ‘triev'd,
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.triev'd, that a'pretence was affor-
ded to prefs me to repair thofe:
Breaches, and reftore out of my
memory, or otherwife, a piecey
which they would- nceds perfwade
me might do fome-'good, by ren-:
dring Vertue Amiable, and recom-
mending Piety to a forc of Rea-
ders, that are much more affe&-,
ed by thining -Examples, and pa-,
thetical  Expreffions, than by
gry Precepts; and grave Difcous-
€S ' :

. If fome of your more fcrupulous
Friends fhall obje®, that 1 have
mention’d Theodora’s Beauty more
-often and advanragioudly,arid repre-
fonted her Lovers Paflion more
Pathetically, than -the fubje@ of
the flory exacted, and the truthr
requird in Hiftory would war-
rant: [ fhall not altogether deny
“the charge - -Being rather contear
to-have it thought, thae 2 youth-
ful and<heated fancy tranfported
my Pen, fomewhat beyond the

narrow

\

|
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- narrow . bounds of Hiftory, than
- that fo Pious a perfon as Didy-.
mus did not keep both his Flame,,

- and the Expreffions of it, within
-the limits .of Reafon .and Religion.

- But though| pretend not tojuftifie,

-all that has been faid in che ftrain.
of an Encomiaft, or a Lovyer, yet

~ Vhopd that | .may much Extenu-

. ate, if not Excufe it, by reprefent.

ing fuch things as thefe. '

That T have been careful, thas
. Theodora fhould not be made to.
do, or fay, any thing, that, the
great Obligations the had to her
-Refcuer.confider’d, do intrench ci-
- ther upon her Piety,. or her Ver-
tuo, or fo much 3s. upon her Re-
fervidnefs. - ;

I RS S R
- That.as for Didymus ; b.mighe
-fay, that probably he thought,
thele Celcbrations that would have
been Elattery to. anether . Lady,
were, buc- Juftice. to a Perlon fo
Extraordipary, and fo accomplithid
L - o as

Inow
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Sexes, that I was chiefly to regard,
- would fcarce be {ufficiently affet-
- ed by unfortunate Vertue, if the
interweaving of paffages relating to
Beauty and Love, did not help
- te make the Tragical ftory,Delight- -
ful, and the Excellent Sufferers Pie-
ty, Amisble. _

If it be obje@ted, that in fome
of the difcouries of the two Mar-
tyrs, there are Paffages that argue
more Knowledge, than is likely. to
have been: found in Eay Perfons no
Elder ‘than chey. I'an(wer, that
fuch Difcourfes indeed were fome-
what ftrange, if they were aferib’d
to a young Gallant, and a younger
Lady; of Our degencrate Times ;
wherein fo many Perfons of that
fort, make Diverfion their grand
Bufinefs ; and, having as Jittle Lei-
fure as Concern to mind any thing,
but their Pleafures- and petty In-
terefts, think ic their Priviledge to
knew little of Religion, and leave
to meéarer People  the ftudy of
- things
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things.Serious and Ufeful: But,
‘thosghamong this (ort of Perfons,it-
_were o difficult ro find many that
“would Emulate fuch Knowledge
_and Vertue as thin’d in Zheodara,
that I fear they would not fo much
as believe them 3 y2¢ among betrer
qualify’d . Judges, the lately pro-.
- pos’d obje@ion will be of no great
force, it it be confider’d that Di-

 dymus and Theodora livd in the:

Primitive and devout - times of
the Church, and in the Reman Em-
- pire,.when the Chriftian Religion
- was as diligently Taught b{ Excel-
lent. Divines, as frequently O
pos’d by Arguments, and violently
affaulted by Petfecutions. Upon
which fccres, the zealous Candis
daces of Martyrdom,many ef which -
obtain’d the Crown of i, even in
their greener Age,- were carly and
skilfully inftrued in the truths -
~of their own Religion, and. fur-
nifh’d wich gopd Arguments; both-
to Defend lt, and Confute the Er- -
- roneous Qpinions and Impious \gt_)r-
o ips
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_fhips of their Heathen Adverfa-
ries. Nor is it any wonder, that

they fhoald think, That Religion
worth Scudying, that they thought
worth Dying for. I will not here’
- examine, whether the Ignorance
wont .ta be imputed to Women,
be Their fault, or that of their Ac<
cufers, and whether it isany na-_
tural want of Capacity, or rather"
want -of Inftru@ion, that keeps’
moft of them from Knowledge,
though This regards not :Sexes. But
without inquiry, whether it -be.
not our Intéreft,or our Eavy, that

' Makes Women what we aie wont
to decry them for Being; | fhall
-not feruple to own, that I have
{ometimes had the honour to con-
verfe with Ladies; that convincd"
me, “Thar, to attaim to a great

Proficiency inKnowledge, ’tis not

- neceflary to be a Do&or of Divi-

nity, or fo much as a Man, fincc

they dilcours’d ‘of Divine things,

with no lefs Wit than Piety. And

to rcturn to our Martyr, if we

- o my
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may judge by she Effetts, we may
reafonably fuppofe, - that our. Virs
gins Parents ot only thought 'ic
their Daty, but’ took much Plea-
fure, to Cultivate fo exoellent and
promifing a Subje@ as their fair
Daughter. Since grest - advantas
ges of Nature and general Grace
{hould rather Invite, than Excufe,
Improvements by Education ; as
even the Garden of Eden,
an admitably fertile Sml, aod plan-
ted by God’s. own Hands,
not {6 1cft to it felf, but that Adam
was appointed to dreS it, and to
keep it. "And if the Difcourfes of-
our Martyrs are - fometimes lef3.
[hort than they might have beenr
made ; | hope it.may be fome ex«
cufe, thatl was aot uawilling, to
fay hold new and thea of the Ri-
{es afforded me by fome. occi-
ons, ‘to,(hgw, that Romantick Sub-~

are not, as too many Ferons
of Quality think them, the Only
onicsy that may bg treated of in a
G;ntlcmamhke ftile; and that. {gvcn

ome
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. fome noble Queftions in Divinity, |

and fome of the feverer Di@atcs

of the Chriftian Morals, may be -

.

difcours'd of, without the harfhnefs -

of the School Terms, orthe down-
right plainnefs of fome better
Meant, than Pen’d, Books of Theo-
logy and Devotion.” =

*Tis like Sir, you will think it
ftrange, that -1 ‘make fo Pious a
Perfon .as 7 beodora, offer her Breaft
to Didymus's Sword, and by foli-
citing him to Kill her, tempt him
to an A&tion, which would make
ber guilty of a Murder, and make
kim greatly acceflory to -it. But

pofiibly - her Acion would not
appear very ftrange, if we were
not too enclinable to eftimate the

Affairs of Paft Times, and Remote -

Regions, by the Opinions and Cus
ftoms of our own Age-and Couns -

trys. For, what ever we now juftly
thigk of the finfulne(s of Deftroy-
ing a"Mans felf, whether immedi-
ately or otherwile, yet-¥ muft not

. ' deny

7
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- deny, but that divers of the An-
cient “Chriftians thought it not
Criminal, . when -it 'was neceflary
for the prefervation of Chaftity:
And, if I much mifremember not,
St. Jerom himfelf, where he {peaks.
of the unlawfulnefs of Self-deftroy-
ing, intimates, that he excepts
the Cafe of an-inevitable danger
of a Rape. But my chief anfwer
is, that having found the .Virgin-
Marcyrs propofal exprefly deliver'd
by the Author I was to follow, I
judg'd it the part of an Hiftorian
not to {upprefs it;. which I ac-
knowledge, I the rather declind
to do, becaufe Theodora’s offer was
a noble evincement both of her.
Gratitude and her Generofity, And
therefore inftead of Omitting fo
confiderable an. A@&ion of hers, I
chofe rather to Set my thoughts -
a3 work, to find a p'aufible. Co-
{]our hf:r 'it_. deich, Whether, . I
ave happily ‘done, by fupplyin
her  witly the, Exampf; ,o_lP ‘;szg.-
phet;- who, though he would not -
SR o . . v Caﬁ
{
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caft Himfelf into the Sea, yet folici-
ted Others¢o caft him (and that ha.
ving firt bound him) I muft leave
You tojudge, :

I freely confefs, Sir, that, if the
following Piece had been written
by One, that I were fond of Céne
furing, [ could my felf find enough
in it to Criticize upon ; and
fhould obje@® againft it, befides
the want of Uniformity through-
out, That if judg’d of by the ftrid-
Rules of Att, it ought to pafs for
an Irregular P.ece, And there-
foré T thall not wonder, if Nieer
Criticks, and more vers'd in Ex-
_ quifite Compofirres than I pretend

to be, fhall find fault with ‘this
Artlefs one of mine. But the re-
ception that ‘the following Papers
met with, from the Perfons for -
whom they were chiefly written,
affords me the Confolation deris
vable from the ingenious faying
.of that excellent Wit, who de- -
elacd, e had rather the Difbes

AR fervd
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[ferv'd \up atehis Treat, foould pieafe
the Guefts, thaw the Cooks .AndY
might fay too, that fome of the
Paffages that may meet- with -
Cenfure, would perhaps efcape it;
if in writing this Book many
years ago, 1 had not had fome
Aims, thac I then thought more
fit to be Purfu’d, than | now do
‘to be Declar’d. -Yer [ will not
here diflemble, that I know it may .
be thought by fome, that this
Paper thould have confifted lefs
of Converfations, and more of
Narratives. But I chofe the way
of Writing | have employ’d, pars-
ly becaufe the Authors I met with
furnifh’d me with {o very few
matters of Fa&, that if I would
have confin’'d my {If to Relati-
ons; I muft have compriz'd this
piece in a very few Pages, and
have finifh'd it pre(ently after I
had begun it : And parrly too,(and
indeed much more) becaufe (as
1lately begin to intimate) my
chief defign was not {6 much, to
B - perform



The Preface.

perform che Office of a meer Hif-
torian, as to take Rifes from the
feveral Circumftances I fhould
relate, to convey ynperceivedly,in-
to the minds of thofe¢ young Per-
fons of Quality for whom | wrote,
Sentiments of true Picty and Ver-
tue. And thefe I thought would
not {o happily gain admittance and
entcrtainment, if they were pre-
fented inaScholar like-Di{courle,or
aprofefs’dBook of devotion,aswhen |
. they were taken,not from common
places but from the Nature of the
ThingsandPerfons Introduc’d;and |
withoutformalityInftill'd by theoc-
cafional difcourfes of a youngGen-
tleman and fairLady,for whom the
Beauty andtheMerit afcrib’d to the
~ Speakers, had given the Hearers a
great Eftecm and Kindnefs. And I
fhall not fcruple to own, thatl, |
who value time above moft other
things, did not think it worth the |
expence of mine, to give my felf |
the trouble of Writing aBook,only !
to give others a Divertifement in |
Reading
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ing it. ‘And whillt { was
‘Converfing with fuch Excellent
Company, as eur noblc Martyra,
and Meditating on fuch Serious
Sabjets, as are Death, and the
Wouzh of tisat Heavenly Religion
for whofe fake They defpis’d It ;
I found my felf (ncited, and
theught my felf Qblig'd, to 2im
lefs at the Pleafing of fome faw
Mice Exa&orsof Regularity, than

- to Pofiels manyReaders with high
- and noble Senciments of the Chri-
ftian Religion, and the fublime
Di&ates of it; and thereby both
‘Elevate their minds to a geaerous
Contrempr of all they can loftand
fuffer for it, and Fill them with
bright Jdeas of Hesoick Vertue,
and of the much brighter Glories
that will Crown it. By {uch Re-
fle@ions, | was induc’d not to
omit fome Paflages that feem'd
likely to further the main Ends I
purfw’d,though I forefaw, that per-
haps fome rigid Judges would fay,

that they might have been fpar'd.
B 2 ‘ 4 For



The Preface.
For s ‘1 writ not a Romance,
‘wherein Authors are wont to aim
no higher, than to Delight the De-
licateReaders,and Efcape theCriti-
cal ones, by making their Com-
pofures Diverting and Regular ;
- Jo 1 prefum’d that to employ a
more Ufeful, though lefs Fafhio-
nable way of Writing, was al
lowable for Me, who ought to en-
deavour in {uch a piece as This,ra-
ther to propofe Patterns of . Ver-
tue, than Models of Skill or Elo- |
. quence;and zo think it more Suc: .
cefsful, if the Readers fhall upon
perufing it, Imitate our excellent
Martyrs Piety,than if they.thould
only Applaud theirHiftory.Which
both as to Stile and Realonings,is
freely fubmitted to your Judg-
ment, by _ ‘

C S,

vour moff  &c.

THE
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Love «d Religion

Demonftrated in the

martogtnum‘ .
THEODORA.

AND OF

CHAP K :
']  Hough it may+eem [ill-natur’d o,
leage-theughyaﬁ: 'I'bn':lmt in fode-
plorable a Condition, yet it is
- requifite to do fo for a while, that we
may learn what was attempted to refcue

her out of it. -

Itisnot to be doubted, but that Diaz-
mus was not long kept a ftrdnger to the
barbarous ufage fhe had fuffered. - That
of fo illultrious a Lady could not but
make a great noife; and reach a multi-’
tude of ears; and efpecially thofe of fo
concern® a: Perfon as Didymss : The
wounds of Lovers tender hearts, giving
: B3 - them
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them oftentimes fecret Prefages of ap-
proaching misfortunes relating to their
Love: As mapy other wounded men have
the unhappy Priviledge of being able, by
feeling of pain, to difcernfuchappreaches
of ill weather, as affeft not unhurt men.
Didymus therefore being quickly too
much afcertain’d of the unwelcome News
of the diftrefs of his fair Miftrefs, wagteo
generous a Lover to deliberate, whether
he fheuld expofe his life for her refcue:
His deliberation being only about the
means, how to make fo difficult an at-
tempt a profperous one. In order to this,
he happily finds oyt one of the Officers |
of the Guards, that were placed about |
the infamous Houfe, to which Theodora J
was condemned : Who having been his
fellow Soldier in the Roman Armies 3 he
hoped would cither for the fauke of Ver-
tue or of Didymus, be prevail’d with to
further fo handfom a Defign as his.
Wherefore addrefling himfelf to this
€ommander, with a very obliging and
yetcivil Freedom : Generous Septsmsus,
he, I cannot but look upon it as one
' the chief advantages I have obtain’d by
venturing my Life in the Roman Camps,
that I had the happinefs to be acquainted
-with you there, and to be a fpedtator of
.o your

\
1

|
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your Galantry ; which did not only then.
raife me to adefire of imitating it, but al-
_ lows me now to own a requeft to you,that
none¢ but a gajlant Perfon ought to be en-
trufted with, or would eafily grant. Ge-
nerous Didymwus, rteplies the Romag,
. When 1 accompanied you ia following
qQur propitious Eagles, Lfoupd fo great
a contentment in yeur acquaintance, and
fo ftrong a {pur to Glory, in your exam-
ples, that I look’d upon the advantage
of having been your fellow Soldier, as
preferable to the hanour of Leading the
moft numerous Troops I may at any time -

Command. AndI fhall think all the ha-
zards I then expos’d my felf to, abundant-
ly rewarded, if any power they have pro.
cured me, may ecnable me to do you
fervice. Tell me then frankly, in what
cafe, and after what manner, you would
have it cmgloy’d for you; and as I af-
fure my fcif, that fo.vertugus a Friend as
Didymus, will defire nothing but what is
julk, fo hemay aflpre himfelf, notto be
refus’d gpy fervice, that is but Dange-

Taus. §

Our Lover embolden’d by fo encoura-
.ging a declaration, firlt made him a very
grateful Acknowledgment forit, and then
proceeded to fay, If you have gver.had
Ba the
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the happinefs to be acquainted with Theo.
dera, or fo much as to have feen her,
twould be needlefs, as well as improper,
for me to offer at giving you a Charaler
of her, which you muft needs think in-
jurious to her. But if you have not, the
hortnefs of the time will only permit me
toaffure you, that not enly fhe has given
me thofe Sentiments of her Excellencies,
that I never had, nor ever thought my
felf capable of having, for any of her Sex ;
_but that in other Perfons ftrangely in-
difpos’d to admit fuch impreflions, fhe
has often excited fuch wonder and fuch
flames, as very rarely have been produced
inother men, and perhaps, more rarely
been merited by other women. '
This admirable Perfon, for exercifing
among other vertues, that of an invinci-
ble Conftancy, to her Religion, and re-
fufing to Sacriﬁce\ to Penus Flora, and
fome other of thofe Deities, whom her
Perfe&ions might,though herReligionjdid
Bot, exempt from adoring ; is by your
favage Prefident condemn’d to be expos’d
to the publick Luft: Anda Party of thofe
_gallant Roman Soldiers, that ufe to be fo.
glorioufly led on by you to win Battels,
conquer Kingdoms, and enlarge at once
‘the Fame and Limits of the: Empire, are
‘ : Row
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wow employ’d to captivate innocent Vir-
gins, aud defend their brutifh Ravifhers.:
You may eafily guefs by this, continues
he, that my requef is like to prove an
earneft one; that you would pleafe to-
treat with fome of thofe foldiers of yours;
_ in whom you think you have the greateft
Intereft, and difpof€ them to aflift meinx.
refcuing Theodors out of fo infamous »
Prifon,and acceptfrom megreater recoms -

pences for doing a handfom aion, than
they can expe& from the Prefident, for -
doing a barbarousone ; I hope I need not
tell you, in the hatt this affair requires,
that all poffible care will be taken to kee?
yoil from being: endanger’d by Thesdora’s
deliverance, nor will I add how unex-
preffible an Obligation you will lsyon me, .
to heighten my gratitade to fome pro-
portion to your Favours ; becaufe I know
it muft neceflarily fall thortof them, and °
are due to a perfon that loves te-de gal-
lant Aétions for .their own fake, andild '
rather have great debts of gratitude, re- -
“main due to him, than ‘F_aid te him;
wherefore ] fhall enly mind you, that the
time is fo fhort, that if your afliftance be
not as quick as obliging, I fear ’twill be-
as ineffeGtual. 1 fhall quicken you only by
aflaring you, that wheg you a& for the -
. Bs. accompliftd
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accomplilh’d Theodora, you a& for a per-
-fon that has a Right to all that Beauty and
Vertuecan give one a Title to.

With the fame frcedom, replies Sep-
timins, with which you haveown’d to me
your Religion, Ideclare to you, that mine
ssthat of my Country, and my Anceftors;
and that I worfhip thofe propitious
Deities, that have made the Remans the
Conquerors of the World, and re-
warded thofe that adored them with an
Univerfal Monarchy ; but though I ex-
ceedingly approve fo triomphant a Reli.

gikon, yet I confefs to you, that Ido net
ike the ways that the Prefident takes to
propagate it : fuch cruel methods being
apt to make the world fufpe@, that our
beft Argument is Force: And whilft the
‘Perfecutors think it a glorious thing to fee
the Temples filPd atany rate; I had rather
-fee in them fewer but fincereVotaries,than
have them throng’d with fuch pufillani-

- mous Diffemblers, as would not come in,
unlefs they were Scar’d in, thither. And,
though Terrors and Torments work
fometimes upon the weaker fort of Chri-
ftians, yet the more refolute do fo often
defpife them, that our Perfecutions con-

_ vert not thofe unhappy Perfons, but fre-
Yueatly ftagger many of our own ; and I

' confefs
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confels freely to you, Didymus, thatall e

, - Chriftians Arguments work lefs with me,
" than our i hurane manner of coafuting’
them. But I do not only difapprove,but

. deteft, this infamous Pracice.of our Pre~
—. fident ; which makes him loofe. not she
#~refpe only and the pitty;but the commeom
Humanity we owe to Women, and thinje

— to do the Goddefles a fervice, by disfigu~
ring their fairéft Images here below, with
the moft thameful of Blemifhes. I cammos

bring my felf to imagine, that fich gentde
Deities, can like fuch bacbarous Worse
thippers, who not bnly immolateto thesg
the lives of men, but what is far mtws
precious, the Vertue and Honour, of
Women ; for if I could believe they. like

fuch Sacrifices, I- fhould: think them un

worthy any Suacsifices :at all:- Yiou will
eafily therefove Didymut, credit meytheg
Iwas abfent when my foldiers were put by
the infolent Judge, upon fo mean ap
employment. He durft not have offered
to have obtruded it uppnthem, had Ibeew
there; or. if he had, I hid dared to vig
him as his: infolence had deferyeds - Buk
without loofing time in paflieaate Expo#

ftulations, 'about things made remedilefs;,

by being paft, let us fpeedily apply oun
felves tp the reftup. ‘of Theodora. -Fory
.. though
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thaugh [ have heatd ftrange things of her;
and fach.as made me think Fame a great-
Flatterer, if not a frontlefs Liar, yet I be-
lieve the Reports about Tieodora; as 1
believe the Delphick Oracles, now that I
find fo undeniable 2 Teftimony of her
metit, as her being your Miftrefs. I wiil
therefore without delay, prepare fome
Soldiers to-affift you in her Refcue, and I
caanot doubt the fuccefs inan attempt
made to ferve ‘a diftreft Beauty, and a
generous Friend. If there be occafion, you
aced not doubt of my more openly -ap-
gringfor you. For how highly foever
h an aftion may proveke the Prefident, -
or even the Emperour, I hope to let you
fee, that you have trufted-a Roman, a
perfon that had rather be the obje&t, than
" theminifter of their Cruelties, and would
not beacceflary tofich.a mifemployment
of Abfolute Power, to be made a Sharer
it
As foen as Septimins had ended thefe
words, ‘he did, to prevent thofe acknow-
Tedgments he: faw Didymxs was about to
make him, take that gallant Youth by the
hand ; and leading him towards the place;
where he expeéted to.find the Soldiers he:
moft confided in, he entertain’d him in
the way about the hopefulleft Empediegts
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for the Compafling of his admirable
Miftrefles Refcue. And having afterwards.
fent for the two perfons,. he thought like-
lieft to be prevail'd on, to a convenient
ce, near to that to which they had
rought Theodora; he briefly, but patlhie-
tically, declaring to them, how much the
brave Di?mm was his friend, and how
much he deferv’d to be {o, enflam’d them
with an iadignation at the favage Prefi-
dents difgraciag them, by fo infamous
anemployment, as they were now about ;.
and then affur’d them of rewards from
Didymus, fuitable to the liberality of fo
generous a Perfon : After withdrawing
himfelf, to give Didymus a thort account,
how far hehad proceeded, he left the reft
to be compleated by him ; who prompted
by his native liberality, and his high
concern, did not ftay to cheapen his
Miftrefles Liberty, but with the hatty
Paflion of a Lover, proffer’d them more
than even Seprimins’s promifes gave them
reafon to expe@: Nor would he have
declin’d to embrace any Articles of A-
greement, they could have propos’d,
though the parting with his Life had been
one,{0 Theodoras’s Deliverance were ano-

her.
. The fence thofe foldiers had of the
L affron.

Ly



10 The Martyrdom

affront put on them, by the Prefident;-
joyn’d with the Ambition they had to
pleafe their lov’d Commander, and the
gratitude his friends profus’d Bounty had
newiy oblig’d them to ; made them
quickly accommodate Didymss with 2
military Habit, and prepare fome of their
Comrades to allow him the firft admit-
tanceinto her Chamber ; partly by fharing
fome of the newly receiv’d Prefents a-
mong them, and probably by reprefenting
him to them, when thus prepar’d asa
})er{'on who having been paffionately in
ove with Theodera, and been fcornfully
flighted by her, was defirousat any rate,
to fatisfie at once his appetite and his
revenge. And By this means, before that
fhort time was expir’d, that had been 2s
an A& of Grace, allow’d the difconfolate
Virgin, to deliberatc whether fhe would
yetcomply with theJudge;an entrance into
her Chamber was permitted to her Lover;
who (in order not only to his prefent but
further Defign) had purpofely clofed the
- vizor of his Helmet ; upon which feore, .
not being knowable by his fair Miftref’,
he met with from her the reception we
have formerly related.

CHAP IL
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CHAP IL

THough, in thefad Condition wherein
_ our difguis'd Lover, found his defo-
late Miftrefs, her forrow and her fears,
- did fomewhat cloud her Beauty, yet they
could vot hinder her looks from being fo
charming and Majeftick, as to create lefs
itty than refpe&. Wherefore with ge-
ures, wherein this was as vifible as he
could make it, he told her, without ap-
roaching too near ; Da not, Madam, I
{eech youw, add to your other troubles,
the apprehenfion, that becaufe I appear
in the circumftances of a Ravifher, Icome
to commit a Rape: Theodora is fo great
ap ornament to the Chriftian Religion,
and her Purity isan ornament {o dear to
Theodora, that Heaven will not permit,
either that 4ntioch fhould be rob’d of one, .
or fhe of the other. And therefore, that
Providence which you have {o generoufly
trufted, hasfent meto your refcue, which
after the care [ have taken to difpofe
things without doors, ’twill not be
difficult to compafs, if you pleafe to make
ufe of the Military Habit 1 have brought
- hither, difguife and convey your felf
hence. Nor need you be folicitous, what
will become of me, for 1 am under the

fame
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fame care of the fame Providence, that~
now juftifies your reliance on it, by pro-
viding for your efcape: And Ithat found
means to comein hither, may be fuccesfal
in attemptinga Retreat, or if[ fhould not
fucceed in it, I fhall not mifs the joy of
aying my Duty, where I had the moft
efire and caufe to doit; and fhall leaver
the world with the fatisfa&ion of having
highly oblig’d it, by the preférvation of”
the moft accomplift’d Perfonin it: And
. Madam ( continues Dsdymns ) that you -
may. not doubt the willingne(s or the in-
tentions wherewith. this- offer is made
you, be pleas’d to- know that it comes
from the now fortunate Didymus, who-.
juftly thinks fthat in afpiring to yeur ace
ceptance of it, he does lefs proffer a fer-
vice, than beg afavour, that will not on-
ly be a full Recompence, but a high Ob-
ligation. - o
T he name of Diaymns, aad™ Difcourfe
fo fuitable to it, made by him that af
fum’d it, foon diflipated the difmal ap-
prehenfions - hisjbabit, and ber[circum-
ftamces had given her: She knew fo well
his Courage, his Vertue, and his Love,
that nothing unlawful'or- mean, was tobe
fear’d ; but the boldeft things,if they were
as noble as jhazardous, might juftly be
expetted:
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- expefted, from bim: Sothat this attempt
did- perhaps as much oblige her, as it
furpris’d her.Wherefore,as foon as fhe had
recompos’d her lately diforder’d thoughts
fhe told him, with looks {erene' enough to
let him fee how much fhe trufted him;

“This a&ion, generous Didymns, is of a
nature fo extraordinary; that my ingrati-
tude would be fo too, if my fenfe of it
were not. To own and refcue a perfe-

cuted and affronted Maid, and to do it
with more hazard than you need run'in
the Roman Armies, to purchafe Fame
and Honours, inana&ion fo difinterefled,
and fo wnexampled, that I want words
to celebrate it,. as well as merit todeferve
it, and power to requite it. Butl admire

' fo rare an effe® of Vertue, (continues
fhe) can confent to the deftru&ion of its
Aathor. No, Generous Didymus, ’tis
enough that the vertues of Chriffians be
treated as crimes by the Romans : They
muft not.meet the like ufage from. The-
edora ; fhe muft not purchafe a life, that
fhe values as little her felf as others have
caufe to do, at fo high a rate, as yout
pirtial Chasjty perfuades.you to fet upon
it. For even thofethat do now moft pitty
me weuld repine at the prefervation of
my life, it it thould coft that of a Heroe.

Efpecially,
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E:'gecially, it I fhould defignedly be ac-
ceflory to fo great a Lofs: Which ac-
companied with a publick Indiggation,
and my own Reproches for my Ingrati-.
tude, would certainly make that Life a
burden to me, thatat fo dear a rate you
would preferve as a Blefling. But——
Here Theodora was going to proceed,
when her griev’d Lover, fearing that if
fhe did fo, fhe might make fome Declara-
ration unfavourable to his Wifhes,thought
fit to endeavour to preventit, by faying
to her with .a profound refpe&. Ah,
Madam, do not make your miftaking
Compoaflion more cruel to me, then the
fever: v of the Romans themfelves, which
we Chriffians oftly Tax, can poflibly be.
_For they will but in a few moments take
away that Life; which you would at onge
protra& and render Miferable. Do not, &
befeech you, Madam, (continues bhe
think my fervices Meritorious, becau
they are paid you in this place, and im
your Perfecuted Coandition. No, Madam,
Theodora has Prerogatives enough, to
_ make many lefs unworthy (though net
more zealous) than I, ambitious to ferve
her, in what Circumftances foever Provi-
dence fhall think fit to place her. What-
ever the Romans, that worfbip. Fomnz
' an
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and Vifory as Goddefles, and find their
Profperity the powerfulleft Argument to
fupport and fpread their Religion, may
think ofSufferings embrac’d forConfcience
fake: fure we Chriffians, that adore a
Crucified Saviour, who, as he ook upon
biws the form of a Servant, was put to
" Death between two Thieves, as a Slave
and a Malefaor too; ought not to let -
any Perfecutions, or Indignities, leffen
-our Veneration or Concern for thofe that
chufe to Suffer for him, and imitate as
well as own him, whatever it coft them.
Nor, Madam (purfues Didymss) needs
your having been brought to this place,
make vou think your felf at all diftho.
nour’d, in the Opinions of thofethat can
make joft Eftimatesof things. They look,
on Sufferers for truth with His unde-
ceiveable Eyes, that, by one of the Pen-
men he-infpir’d, having mentien’d thofe
Perfons that for Religions fake were Im- _
prifow’d, Deftitute, Tormented, Affronted
forcd in the Skins of Beafts, to wander
like them in Defarts, and lodge in Dens;
. Honours them with this Chara&er and
Teftimony, more glorious than all the
Panegyricks of Orators, and Laurels of
Coaquerors, That The World was net wor-
thy of them. And fuch Judges will think
. Venus
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Pewns an infamous Courtezan, though
the Romans adore her in their Temples;
and will not think Theodora the lefs
excellent Perfon, for having been con-
demn’d on the fcore of Vertue to a
Scandalous place. Honour were a mean
thing, and not worthy to have its Iofs
much fear’d, or regretted ; if we could
forfeit it without having forfaken Vertue;
and much more, if we could be depriv’d
of it for having clofely follow’d Her.
Nothing can blemith trve Reputation,
that cannot be declin’d without manifeft
injury to Religion, which juftifies our
Adting whatever it impofes. The Angels
themfelves that were fent to Sodom, fcropPd’
Iefs to go even thither, then to difobey
him that made it their duty to do fo, nor
were polluted by entering into that -
abominable place ; and being attempted
by the brutifh Inhabiters of ity carried
thence the Angelical Purity wherewith
they came thither.

Didymus thought -fit to fay what has
been repeated, that he might Confole fo
chaft a Virgin as Theodora, who had ftill
enjoy’d, as well as merited, a {potlefs
Reputation ; by affuring her, that the
barbarous Affiont fhe had been expos’d
- to, for Conftancyjto her Religion,. ha:i‘
: - notg .
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not, among unbyafs’d Judges, leflea’d
the high Efteem her former Life had juftly
given them of her Vertue. But he would
not difcourfe long of a Subje& fo Nice ;
that ’twas difficult not only to infifton ir,
but. fo much as to-mention it, without be-
ing uneafie to fotender a Modefty as hers
he was fpeaking to. Upon which account,
pafling on to another Argument, he told
her, Thefe things I have mention’d, Ma-
dam, to let you fee, how littleI can pre-
tend to merit by the Circumftances of the
duty I pay you; and confequently, how
little you need fcruple to accept of my
further Service, without which my paft
Endeavours will be ufelefs to us both.
And give me leave toown to you, Madam, .
that *twas not without much trouble, as
well as furprize, thatI heard the incom-
parable Theodora’s Merit fo much injur’d,
as to fiave the valuablenefs of my Life put
into the Ballance with that of hers, nay,
and made to Preponderate. Alas, Madam,
there -are Legions, that as well as[ dare
expofe their Lives to the greatelt hazards,
and ron greater dangers for fome defpi-
cable pay, or a few worthlefs Leaves,
thanl do to ferve my Religion, and the -
faireft Profeflor of it. Every day affords
thoufands of fuch Men as I: Elfe the Rozarr
" Camps would not be fo frequently Re-

cruited,
\ . R
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cruited, and thofe Numbers that fall in
Breaches, or in Battels, weuld not have
their Rooms fo ambitioufly fupplied, by
Men that fee them do fo. But fuch Per-
fons as attain to be both the Orazments
of their Religion, and the Honocur of their
Sex, muft fo Excellent, and are fo
Rare, that’tis not every Age that pro-
duces fo much as one of them. Such Ex-
emplary Ladies, do as well impreve as
enoble the times and places they live in:
The refpe& and love Men have for them,
makes  their good Counfels very perfua-
five 3 the lovelinefs of their Perfons is fo
diffus’d to their A&ion, as, by making
Men forward to take them for Examples,
adds to their Vertues, both a great
Splendor, and a powerful Influence.
That Theodora is not only one of that
finall Number, but eminent init; nothing
but her Prefence, could keep it from
being uneafie for me to evince. But, Ma-
dam (continues he) though in fuch Cir-
cumftances as mine, your fcrupulous Mo-
defty may keepMen filent,yet it ought not
to keep them from being Juft. Your pro-
found Humility may draw a Curtain, that
may hide your Vertues from your . Eyes;
but-in the Eyes of others, it cannot but
encreafe their Number, and exceedingly

add

!
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add fo their Luftre. You need not there- -

fore, Madam (purfues he) fcruple to
" receive the Service [ afpire to do you, up-
on an injurious apprehenfion, that ’tis
- above Reward ; whilft indeed it pretends
notto any at all, except the Satisfation
“and Honour, that will be infeparable
from the ?erformance it felf. - Here Didy-
mus_paus’d for fome moments; being
fenfible, how difficult a task he was ea-
tering upon : Since ’twas, without pre-
judi‘cin?, his Love, to own to his Miftrefs
her {elf, that he did not ferve her upon

the frore of That, But however; the.

figcerity of his affection, and the great
defire he had to miake his perfealions pre-
valent, haften’d him to prevent her
Anfwer, by thus profecuting his Dif=
courfe : *Tis true,Madam, that Theodora’s
. perfeGtions did not mifs-in me, to have

¢« the operation that they are wont to have, -

. upon thofe that enjoy the opportunities

of confidering them : and if fhe had been -

in a diftrefs greater than that fhe is now
in, though her Religion had not at all
contributed to bring her iato it, I fhould
joyfully have expos’d my felf, to a greater
hazard than [ now run, to refcue her
»  from it. But, Madam, that is not our
. cafe; for that which now brings me hi-
. ) ther,-

-l
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j‘1‘:hcr, is none of thofe! fentiments, tha; if
I-were pofleffor of a Crown, would bring
me to lay that and my felf at your feet,

and think my felf more happy in your

acceptance of it, than in'all the advan-
tagesand prerogatives thatcould bolong

to it. For, Madam, the refolution that

led me hither, was not infpir'd by the
fair, but by the devoutand vertuous Theo-
dora. If the had no Charms, -but thofe
that cannot be feen with bodily Eyes, or
_ if hervifible Beauty were but moderate
or none at all ; her Exemplary Piety and
Unfhaken Conftancy, fhining in fuch
extraordinary Expreflions of them, as fhe
has this day given, would make me think
my. felf unworthy of Life, if [ fhould ftick
at hazarding it to fave fo precious a one,
as hers, and what I knew fhe would far
 more unwillingly loofe; and thereby do
fome right to Divine Providence, which
by fo unexampled a reliance on it, was
thought in fome fort engag’d to anfwer fo
uncommon and entire a Truft. After
what fhe did for Chrift, 1did not think 1
could do enough for her, if I did lefs than
I have endeavour’d to do. And therefore,
Madam (concludes he) I hope as well. as
beg, that you will no longer fcruple to
accept of thay refcue, that Providénce
: offers

*
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offers ybi, * by an iimerceriary -and moft
wising'hand, -butwill'vouchfafe to maké
ufe of this Military Garment (it ‘which
wordsDidymus with great refpe&,pointed

* at His) and allow my endeavours, by pros
. curing your fafety, to fecure my }fappiz
nefs. 0 T hora
- To this moving Speech; thé fair per~
fon, that’twas addrefs’d to, tetura’d this
calm Anfwer. . S
Though the handfom ‘and' obliging
things you have beeh pleas’d to fay, Ge-
nevous Didymxs, have made 'ail the-im-'
preflions on ime that théy oughtto have
-yet I muft, with your patdon, freely tell:
- you, that they naturally afdrd an infe
rence, quite oppofite to what you would’
- conclude from them ; fince by difcovering:
- more @id more of your Gall' ntry ‘attd!
Friendfhip, they 'let mé Rillfurther fee;
how much the'World would loofe, by
being deprivd of fo much-Vertue, and
- how unexcufible I,above all others,fhould
be, if I fhould be willingly acceflory to
_that lofs. Yourtoo-too exceflive Comple-
- meats, { thult not pretend to anfwetifin
’twould-be t00 great'a refleion on Toar
Judgment, as welt as Mine, to'think you *
' meant them for any thing more than what
I have called thein. - But in anfwer to the
 ferious part of your Difcourfe, - I fhall te]l :
i : G you,
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youy that, if } had proceeded in wehatl
WS §ONg to By to youy whes yau iater-
¢d we, | had, peshaps, preveswd

of the things yow have faid, by fres-

s inting you (as k naw mean.ta da)
with, the, fateef my Cafe, apd the intea-
tions it {uggefted to mé. When the:iga
hygaage. Prafidens(contivnies Foeoderay had
ademard. me,, citier t. offgx Sagrifice in
anﬁ: o ‘e;;z)lc, or be li_d_away, to this
infamaus place 5 I was in fucha, perplexi-
tw 3hd agguyascan.hardly; be cancein’d,
efpecially by.a Ferfan, that i nat of my
 Sex.; fox Death it, {elf, was, thought: toa
mild, an,evil,. v0.be Qe of thofs, among
whichl was cendemp’d tomgke my chaice.
@n the.onefide ;. the infamy of thisdes
teflable place,was that which could noy,
thmk on,, without the utmoft hpreorand,
indigaations; and not .only my Sex.aad
Breeding, but eventhe Ditates of more
than ong Viertpe (Modefty - and Ghattity),
conury’d tohighten my abhorrence of it..
Rut on the qther fide ; I remembred,thas
1 did not vow Qbedience tp God with any
exceptions or referves; thatl wasboth
a_Difcipleand a, W orfhipper of . a;Perfe-
cuted and: Afironted Redeemer,for- whom
(though, there,were.nptan. infinitelnegna-
lity betwgen.qur: Copditions) I canld not:
fuffen more, , thap hechad already. fuﬂ'e;"d.
. & or
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fof my fake ; having not only endir'd ¢
Cvofs, but defpis’d the Shame, which the

fews iafolént Malice, and thé Romans
irbaréus Cuftom, bad anfiexed to
it. AndI chioaght thaf, perhaps, Prow
videtice had led me into this diftrefs, to
givé riie dn Opportunity. of thewing, that
‘I could do more than diefor Chriff. But
T'mift-not now trouble you, wjth the va«
fioiis thoughts thut ditralted my Mind
6f fhis difmal occafion ; on which all tﬁ?

I éoild fay, to thofe that rudefy pref’

€ to givea pofitive aniwer, was thatof:
the¢ ‘things they propos’d; I-plainly fiw’
thatboth-were to be refns’d,and therefore”
I' could make clidice of neither. But. fince’
I would make noEletion for my felf,their’
Malice food made orie for me,- of this de-
teftable place. I was fo'confopnded, and.
asit Were ftuan’d; at the firff fteps they"
forcd me to take towards itthat I fcarce
knew what to think, or what 1did ; fave’
that Fremembered, that Idolatry was in
the Sacred Books reprefented as a moft
odious, though Spititual, Fornication';
aed- that Apoftacy would be' my own
Crime, whereasthe Confequences of re-
fufing'it, could make me but the'O %c&
ofanothers:: And remembring my felf to
bea Daughter of him,.that-againft Hope .
believed in-Hope,. to follow God’s Cail, I
' Cz2 d‘iqk

v
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did like him, Obey, not knowing whether 1 |
went : Yet having this Satisfaction, that I
afted according to the Diates of a well
.inform’d Confcience, fo that, whatever
the way might prove, 1 need not fear to .
bemifled by clofely following an Infalli-
ble Guide. ' o
" Here the Chaft Virgins words were a
little interrupted by the flowing Tears,
and the inevitable Difcompofure, that
were produc’d by the fad remembrance f
the diftrefs’d Condition fhe was recount-
ing. But having, as foon as fhc was able
fupprefs’d, thofe vifible effets of her ver-
tuous Grief, fhe thus purf’d her Dif |
courfe. :
Revolving thefe and the like thoughts
in my Mind. 1 arriv’d at this infamous
lace. And being for a while left alone
in this Room, to try whether yet I conld
be brought to change my Mind ; the nea-
rér approach of whatl wasto endure,
making it look more hideous to me,than,
till then, Ithought ’twas poffible for any
thing to appear, made me prefently think -
of flying for Refuge to the dark San&u-
ary of Death ; and- by difpatching my
felf drown in my yet untainted Blood,
both my own difmal fears, and my Per-
feentors bruitith hopes. But then there
came into my mind, whatI had been of-
: ten
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ten taught, and, whilft I was uriconcef’d,:
jadg’d rational to believe, of the unlaw~

fulnefs of Killing ones felf, upon any ac~
count whatfoever. I'confider’d, that God,)
who made our Love untoour felves,the

ftandard: of the affe@ion we owe our’
Neighbouir, in forbidding us to deftroy a-

nothers Life,muft be fuppos’d much mere?
to prokibit ‘us that violence againft our
own. And if Fratricide be juftly lifted:
amongft the blackeft Crimes, becaufe of*
that Relation the flanghtet’d perfons have:

to thofe that Kill’thénr y how Criminal™
upen that fcore muft be the Murder of:

our felves, where thie Relation is not nea-:
rer, only becauf 'tis too nedr, to be pro--

perly any at all? The-Sovergign Author

and abfolute Lord of out Lives, having

thought fit to employ us here in his Ser-

vice, we cannot, without violating our"
Dhuty to him, defertit until we have per--
form’d his Errand, which is, to glorifie’
him by our Lives ; till loyalty to hisTruth,

or his Commands, convince us, that we-
‘may better glorifie him by our Deaths.

Such Confiderations as thefe would, I -

hb(?c,' have reftrain’d me from ending my
Life with a Crime ; but the thoughts of®

- it were quickly fuppreft, by my remem-- .

bring that in this place, I was deftitute:
of Inftruments to a& it with. W here--
' C3 fore

<
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fore remembring that Pesicihad besp
preferv’d thongh not frem the LyensDea,
¥t iy it; and his three Friends were net
g:ldiv::’d from the Fiery Furnace, till they
heen cafk ntg it; and haviag leavned
by thofe Examples, that no Succonrs cag
came tao late, that God.defighs for eur
Refene, | betook my felf to Prayer, asthe
rapft hapefyl, 35 well as the moft innogent
caprie, | conld take; and with an ardea-
¢y, heighten’d withthe extremity of my
Diflrefs, I was befeeching God, theugh
vith the lofi of my Life, to prefurve a
‘Byrisy,that by his Grace had beea hithes:
to kept nnblemif’d, when your vaexps:
Qed caterancs brought me a retnrn of
thofe Prayers, 1 had yet fcarce utterd.
Judge ther, Gienerons Bidymas (fukjoyns
Theddora) hy the Cendition 1 was i, haw
much | mufk shink my felf Oblig’d by fa
brave and feafanable an atterpps to deliz
VEF We pus of it. : .
Fa ferve fo hright 3 Vertue, lodg™d ia
fa nable 3 Shring, | thaught, Madam
(fays Pidymws, Intersupting hev) sa beas
mugh my Duty, as ta have found ar Op:-
unity. to do it, is my Happinefs: and
1f yait pleaft ta peymit me,as I naw hope
‘yan will, the Hoppurapd Satisfaflion of
cempleating my Endg:voursto deliver
you ; kfhall much more value my felf,
‘ upon

i
1
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wpon the having paid you thet Secvice
(though it be mote propdrtionate ¢ my
power, thaa to my defires) than if 1 had
refcyed 4 Ronnss Gemenal, or for fuccefsful
attempts,- beeh made ome thyfelf, - . .
- Whea Thanks are purchag’d b Miecit,
replys Theedorw, to difclaim a right to

. them, does not forfeit it, but encreale it
- nor aged you make me any new.Profellie

on$, fiace aftes the TeRimonies fou have
givta me already of yeut Virtues, ald
your Frionddip, k fhould make my feif
uwaworthy of them, if I dosbted of their

. Reality, or Greataels. Yes, Didymws, I
believe 1)what you d’eclar’d,:?tm

reflednefs of your proceedings in the
Refcue of q-Perfon o? mo greater Merig,
thanl can pretend to: Since the Gircurhe
Rances of your Attempt, make it apy

pear
~ too generous to let me fufped, that thé

Aim of it was othet' than noble ten, And
indeed, after what you have done {cose
tinues She) it won{d ill become ni¢ to
Kruple to be further oblig’d by yeu, aad
Regoelias foon so] ol bave soquaiied
ue asl ve ind

y:xl witﬁhe Reafons, tis grounnded on..
Didypmns being furpriz’d.at this wel-
com Declaration, was gbing with Trazds
{ports toaffure Her, he codld dery her
nathing, not obey heéinanyshingwitb-
4 out
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out Joy ; when fhe prevented him, by thus
continuing her Difcourfe. You know, my
Generous Deliverer, that Virgins have fo
%reat and clear a Right to keep theinfelves
uch,againft all outward A(I’mlts;thnt Mo-
narchis themfelves ( whofe Force is not to
be by force oppos’d, when it tendsbut to
deprive us of our Lives) may be forcibly
refifted, when they ftrive to offer Violence
to our Chafticy.. Since then, -an antain-
ted Purivy isa Jewel, thatthe Poffeflors
are allowed to preferveiand défend, even .
by uncommon ways, if others will not -
ferve 3 and fuch as would in other Cafes
be unwarrantable : Though 1 do not, as
I lately told you, think it:lawful, as
many .do, to fecure Visginity by Self-
Murder ; yetlcinnot difapprove their
Opinion, thatallow a  Virgin in Cafe of
Extremity, to emplore that Dcath from
anothers hand, that fhe is forbidden to
give her felf, with her own;fince in fuch
a Calamitous Condition, Heaven, byde-
barring her all other ways of efcaping
from Defilement,: feems to approve of
this. And the Scripture informs us,that
though the Prophet Fonas held it unlawtuk

.. to drown himfelf, yet he per-

3m¢b 1. u fuaded thofethat 'Sail’d with
.2 i him, to caft him ‘bound'intp
‘ ahn Sea, . when mmhcr they norhe ex-
peced
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ed he could out-live many Minutes(ai; -

indeed 'twas not without Miracle that he -
-did. ) Wherefore, purfues Theodora,if you
- will perfe& what you have fo Obligingly -
| began, you muft lend me your Arm and -
| Sword, to free me by a fpeedy Deathy .
-from-mifchiefs much greater than it, The :
- Romans will eafily believe, that my refifts
; ance and provocations tranfported youto -
' a Revenge, at which the barbarous ufage -
I havereceiv’d at their hands, makes it :
unlikely they will be much offended = The
grant of my requeft will not hinder you: -
from being, what you are pleas’d tothink -
a Title, Theadera’s Deliverer. For, inthe -
eftimation of Equitable Judges, as well as -
 in Hers, ’twill fuffice to give you a right
“to that Title, That you have deliver’d -
her from her-greateft Calamity and Dan-
ger. Nor will the good office I defire, -
be inconfiftent with my obtaining the Ho--
nour of Martyrdom: St. Febm the Bap- -
tift, becaufe his bold Zeal for the Laws -

of Religion, gave the firft rife to thofe - |

Perfecutions that terminated in his Death, -
is juftly.-reckon’d among Martyrs, though
he was privately beheaded in his Prifon; .
at the folicitation of a Curtezan : and if -
one willingly fuffers death for the Truth, -
or the Intereft of Religion, there needs :
not a Scaffold or a Stake, and a publick
Executioner,to make éuch a perfona Mar- -
: 5 tyr.
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. And fince the Porfecutions that now
mbake havock of the Ghurch, are like to
oontinue long ; and fince I 'am refolv’d,
by Gads affiftance, never to avoid them,
by any either onlawful or unhandfom
J;y: the Fcape you would perfiade me

), would but for a while delay thofe Suf-

imgs Jought not to fhun, and would
makethem nfuch lefs acceptable, by my
lt;vinf- endeavour'd to avoid them ; ef-
* pecially by an a®ion fb mean, ifnot cri-
shinal too, as to confent to the lefs of
an excellent Pecfon, that mofk geperouily
expos’d himfelf for my fafety. “Deny me
not therefore, concludes Fheodors, With
Fears in her Eyes, the laft requef I fhal
ever make you; but by fheathing your
Sword here (at which words the poiated
with blufhes, at her fair and innoceat
Breaft) be pleas’d, by one quick and cha-
ritable Stroke, to perfedt my deliverancs,
without making me Stain it with the
Blood of my deliverer; free us bothfrom
eminent Dangerme of'ixin_g Difhonourd,
and you of Being Tormented ; and by
the ameA& of Frieadfhip, fecure me the
Coronet of Virginity, and procure me
the Crown of Martyrdom. ~ .
. "Great was the Surprife, and greater
way the Trouble, whercwith Di
heard the conclufions of this Difoourff_n:
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In anfwer to l:liicb, :shfoon us Biy mAu;
nifhment would permit him to fpeak ;
Madam, fays he,what have you ever fbett :
in the unfortunate Didymus, that could
tempt you to make him fo ftrange & ;:hr:;
pofition. That [, whofe Errand hit -
was to venture my Life in yotr Service,
fhould my felf deftroy the admirable Per-
fon I came to Refcue ; and thae b
fhould imbrue bis guilty Hands in 77eade
r&’s innocent Blood, to fave one drop of
which, He would gladly fhed afl his owiL
As your Picty deferves to be the Patters
of ‘mare than ane Age, fo 1 doube wo,
but that in times very remote front ours,
your Memery will fhine as bright, as your
Vertueand your Eyesdo now; and titen, -
how hideous a Monfter muft I appesr to
Pofterity, thut will Jook wWpon me as brre;
that conld v a trice; paflsfrom pretedd-
- ing tobe your Peliverer; tobc'reafiyyoor -
Marderer ; and thisfor, noother Rexforr,
than that you were pleas™ to manifeff2
mt' concer& fgr my Hefervati‘;n*? And
: don me, Madam, (‘continues Biivdyms]
- iff B el you, that your Gensrofity malies
-you forget fome; of your-otlier Vertues;
and’ even of the Difates of the Religion:
you Have Hitherto adorn’d; Since your:
Gommands, ifiobey’d, would'engage'me:
to' commit'a Ctrime, and'make'you'yourmﬂ
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felfmpre thpa acceflory to.jtFor, Madam,
fince you.acknowledg Self-Marder to be
unlawful, how can your Commands give
me a right to take from you,.a Life, that
you have. not powey to difpofe of 7 and
what Exgpfe car I have, without fo much
asthe pretenceof ating under Authority,,
to dpﬁg;y an:Innoceat Perfon ? For,Ma-
dam, fince | am to declare, why I pre-
fume to .do the thing in the World I
wouldleaft he put upon, to difobey 7Thes-
ra; give me leave to tell you, that,(honld
I ‘execute .what.you require, the Action
onld not be excufable in either of us.,
ar as Adam linned in doiag a forbidden
thing, though fhe that prevail’d with him
todo it, Was ﬁrf inthe Tranfgreffion; and
the. Fewifb Prophet was torn in.pieces by
a Lion, .though he did what he was fe-
duc’d.to, by theperfuafionsofa Prophet:
So the Scripture clearly condemns Devid
of Murder, becaufe hekill'd Uria, though
-not with his own hand,yet with the Sword
of the Childrer of Ammon : And the Scrip-
ture tells us too that God. plaguwd the
Children of Ifr4el in the Wildernefs, be-~
caufe, as the Text exprellesit, Theg made
the Calf, that Aaron made. And indeed
by whatever Hand innocent Blood is
fhed, the Guilt of it will light upon the
Perfon that procur’d it to be fpilt.. And
to
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" te.this. I muft.add,. That fiace ChriBians

are in fome cafes, not only permitted,
but Exhorted, .if not Commanded, 7o

lay dowt their Lives for one another : The-

high value and concern, I juftly have for
rs, ‘makes me conclude, that this is
certainly oneof thofe Cafts,. and confe.

. quently, that 1 may lawfully offer you a

Service, which you, perbaps, cannot
lawfully refufe: Since Providencehas left
you no gther lnnocent way, than theac-
ceptance of it,to efcape your prefent dan-
er. Aud the guilt otfelf-Murder may,
¥ -ought I. know,' be Contrafted, not
onlybya politive A&, but by an inflexi-

- ble refufal of the profter’d meaas of Safety.
‘Pardon me, I:befeech you, Madam, pur-

fues Didymns, if the great Concern I have
for fuch a Perfon as Theodora, has Extor~
ted from me,a greater. plainnel,'s of Speech,
than my profound Refpeét for Her would
permit me, upon any other occafion.And
becaufe I perceivethat, that which makes
you moft {cruple to grant my humble Re-
que, is, That your Superlative Gene-
rofity, and what your Humility perfuades
you to think Gratitude, make you folici-
tous for the prefervation of a Life, ha-
zarded for your fake ; I muft affure you,

Madam, that your inflexiblenefs will no

way make provifion for my fafety. Fmi}
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it fhould be Condemnd by your cruel -
€ommands, to leave you expos'd tothe
barbarous and defiling rudeaefS of thofe
Bruitifh Satyrs, that impatieatly wait
without the regret and fhame, of having

 mis’d the Honour of Theodvra's Reftue,

will give me far groater Torments, that
the Romans can, for haviag ¢ d it
And I muft add on thig Oeeafion,
¢continues he, not withont fomechange
of Colour and Voice) that fome Sentie
ments (which though ? think not this a
fit time'or placg to name, have been much
€onfirm’d and Heightned,by what I have
this day had oppertunity to obitrve )have
fo faft tied m ‘Hagpi_nefs to yourWelfare
thatthe prefence of my Soul is fearce more
neceflary to my Life, thas your Safety.is
Nor fanty, Madam, that the belief ? owa
of the unlawfulnefs of Sel&Murder, will
fecyre my Life : for there are other ways,
to procure Death to him that™ weary of
Ligotc:an his owa Sword, or a draught
of Poyfon ; fince Paffionaloge,when raisy
toa competent degroe, may dothe office
of ither of thofe. ~ And fince Joy it i,
though the %n pleafing and friendly of
the PillipnsE s by-its Excefs, prov’d: de-
frodive, of Mens Lives ; why mey. not
Qrief, and Shame,and Indignation,which
are Paflions more violent, aad very un-
friendly
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friendiy to Naturs, beable ta praduceag
fatal Bfid@ts ? And 1o fhow you,
(continues Didymns) Row much reafen [
have to shink, that.your Coadition dif-
penfes me from ebeying the Diftates aof
your Gensrofity, les me. But, be
fore Didymus had annexd his Reafons, a
Noifs made withost, gave him a hot Al-
larm, and made him feav, the patience.of .
fome that waited without, would not
laft very. much longer; and therefore
addreffing himfelf t6 Fheodora, with g
Countenanceas Petitioning as his Wordg,
and Eyes, in which his ‘Courage coul
fearce reprefs the Fears: How long,
Madam, fays he, wilt you upon groungq
lefs ‘Scruple, negle® an Opportupity,
whafe Omiffion .will be Irreparzbh.
And how can you juttifie to God, the
flighting the means His Providence
g:cknts you, of eafily fecuring your

fety. Ah, dam, thea (concludes
Didymys) by on¢ quickand neceffary Re-

folve, régain your Lnberq preft

your Honour, and fecure your Life.
if nothing that has relasion to your felf
alone will move you, be pleas’d to re-
ward the Services, I have’ Eﬁy’d to do
you, with the implor’d grant ‘of yous
own Safety ; and permit mefor this 6ace,
rather to’ Serve  you than Obey you.
or
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Nor need your generous Solicitude for me,:

hinder, or retard your Refolution : The -
World will not blame a Spotlefs Virgin,

for doing what is neceflary to keep Her
felf fuch 5 nor look uponitas a partof .
Ingratitude, to grant, to- oame that has
done his beft to ferve Her, a Recompence;,
that he is fo ambitious of, as-to veature
his Life to obtain it ather Hands. In fhort,
Madam, for the time allows me not a
long Difcourfe, if your Cruelty will aot
permit me to prevent your Death ; Grief,
and other Paflions, will not allow me to
furviveit : And then (fuppofing I fhould

fail of making retreat) would it not be a
much more happy Fate, that the conftant
Didymas fheuld Die, for haviag fav’d the -
matc?hle& Thesdera, than for having-lofk

CHAP. III.

A TO thefe pathetick Words he thoughe -
not fit to ftay for an anfwer, bue-
retiring to a corner of the room;Jhedivef-
ted himfelf of his military Coat,: and up- -
on his knee, prefented it to Theedora.She -
in the mean time, refleting upon his Ar--
guments, was by their force, convincd,
that the motion fhe had made him, It;fl kil-



ling her, was grounded upon a dange-
rous Etror. And the noife that had been
made, in the ‘outward room, alarming
her, atleaft as much as it had doae him,
let'her fee fhe had no further time left her
to deliberate. And therefore, being pre-
vail’d with, by fupplications, made in fa
perfuafive a . way, ‘that it appear’d a far
lefs eruelty, even towards him, to accept,
than finally to refafe;. his offer : She firft:
made her Bluthes,and her filence intimate
her confent, and then declar’d it more
exprefly, by raifing him, and taking ot
of his hand what he prefented to her.
And to his- joy (which his forefight that
his fuceefs would be fatal: to him, counld
not hinder from being very great) fhe re
ceiv’d from him inftru&ion how to:put
iton, and permitted him (though not
without ftrange diforder in her mind-and-
looks) to affift ker : For as it was abfo-
lutely neceffarg todoit; fo hedid it with:
all imaginable:care, -to . diftzefs:fo nice a:
Modefty, -as little as was, poflible: : - And-
therefore, as foon ds:ever he had done.
that, with all therefpe& and:decency the:
place and ocrafion would by.any means:
permit,:ajl that conld be dome without:
- him, heleft her to do herfelf, withdraw-
ing:toa pavt of the room, whence 'he
could not fee her. Which R’etreng»hg wa;.
inducd. -
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indec’d to make, not only out of civility '
and refpod, bat perchance becaufe the
dangers that threat’n internal Chaftity,
have this peculiar fate, that ufually thofe
perfons are moft carefol to fhun them,
that are the moRt refolv’d, and the beft
able, to furmount them. . »

As foon ‘as the mutaal Exchange of
their habits had made it decent for them
to difcourfe fogether, the difguls'd Virs:
gin, with Cheeks cover’d: with Bluthes,
and" with looks fo obliging, that they
alone would have recompens’d Didymus
for any lefs fervice than that fhe now
receivid, addrefling her felf to her Bene-
facor ; If your Reafons, fays fhe, had
not convinc'd me, that I could not with.
out a crime free my felf from my wretch-
ed Condition by death, and if yet death
were not the only way, by which, if
I decline your generous proffer, [ csa
poffibly fhun, what I far more’apprehend
than death, difhoner;.1 fhould notlkeave
you in:a danger, wherein only. your con~
cern for Religion and for me, has engag’d
you. Bot I doubt nat the fame Charity,
that put yon upon making me your
generows proffer, and prefling me not
te decline it, will make your pardan a
fault; to which your owm Reafoas and
Importunity have made yoo highly ac-

- ceffory 5
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3 nfpecislly face T know you think

@ tendernefls of Honor, and an abhor-
rence of all Defilement, to be things @
gllowshle in 3 Virgin, as very much
extegusts, if mot juftific, what - they
require of her, And indeed I fhall do
ma but right, when | thankfully acknow-
ge, that ia thls whole trasfadion 4-
‘bout my Rafcue, yeur carriage has been
_fiych as would leave me no doubt, if ever
1 had bean o upjult asto have any, of
the parity snd difintereftednefs of your
intentions, by which | am not .a little
confirm’'d in the opinion I have always
had, That Vertue may iafpire as Nuble
and as Hazardous Enterprifes, asPaflion
can. I know that in this days work yom
atm’d at higher Retributions than could
he expe from-ane in my Condition.
But yet 1 think my felf oblig’d to aflure
you, That your Heraick A&s of Vertue
and Frieadfhip, have nat bgen exercis’d
tawargs a Perfon infonfible of them ; hut
thas yopr Merit, and your Favours, have
producd all the efteem and other Sentie
ments, which they anght te pradues, in
aPerfon, that is not altogether incapahle
te difcern and value them. And if the
Pray'ys of a difconfolate Viygin, thea
favd yau, when ali the reft of the
{ad abaadon'd her, can bave any
intgreft
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intereft at the Throne of Grace ; they
will ebtain for you, Bleflirigs as great as
your generofity to me has been and not
lefs lafting, than my Senfe of it will be;

and you will duringa long protra&ted

life, either be allow’d quietly to emjoy:
the Glory, your many meritoiious Has
zards of it have purchas’d, or elfe be en-

abled to find a happinefs in your very Suf--

ferings, by vertue of thofe liar
Confolationys that are refervd foI;e:u per-
fecuted Condition ; as anciently Manna.
was vouchfafed the Jfaelites, only whilft
they were Exiles in the Wildernefs.

The quick fuccess God has been plea®®d.

togrant my Ptray’rs for my own de
liverance, lets me not ‘defpair to find
him propitious, to thofe I fhall with no
lefs ardency put up for yours: But if

your Charity fhould expofe you to further

danger, 1 folemnly promife you, that
you fhatl find, I have been inftruéted, as:
well as oblig’d, by your generofity, and

would not have left yon expos’d for my.
fake, that I might fhun any danger that:

had threat’ned but my life.

Andnow the mournful Virgin, bcmg |

ta bid her accomplifi’d Votary a fare-
wel, which probably enough would prove
the laft ; by a manifeft change 1n her-

_ countenance, and the.tone-of .her voice,-. |

and-
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and by the multitude of tears that fell
from her fair Eyes, convinc’d him no lefs
of the trouble the wasin upon hisaccount,
thanany verbal expreflions could doit;
though fhe faid to him, in a moft obli-
ging manner, Farewel my Generous
Deliverer ; and may that God, who feeg
with what relucancy I confent to your
danger, free you happily from it, and
richly recompenfe that noble Charity that
led youinto it. [ hope we fhall yet fee
one another again wpon Earth, I am
confident we fhall ‘meet joyfully in Hea-
ven; by which I muft confefs my felf
very highly favour’d, not only in my
“Deliverance, but in the inftrument of it
fince God makes me not beholden for my
Refcue to any common perfon, but is
pleas’d fo'to order it, that I receive the
“ greateft of earthly Benefits, from the moft
Generous of men.

Madan, replies the much troubled
Didymus, yeur ownunequal’d g)erfe&ions,
and the operation they have had on me,
make me fo much yours, that-your with-
ing me happy, does more towards the
making me fo, than your humility will
allow you to be aware of. You have too
much Merit: Madam, to let the Services

I have paid you, have a titletoany 4 and .
what I have had the happinefs t6 perform .

1S

i
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is but what was-every brave man in- 4»-
tiech’s duty to endéavour. Bif if g’b‘lﬁ
Goodnéfs will needs make you think,
that my poor Services fiould havé ano-
ther (for they car fcarce hiave a greadter)
recompence, thdr you have adlrcady
given them, by fuffering them to con-
tribute to your fafety; and if you wil
vouchfafe to allow' thé mémory of His
that did them, aroom in your thoughts,
which is the happieft Station it cad a-
pire to upoa earth:) I. humblybeg your
faithful fervants Image may be look’d on
without any tronblefom degree of pity;
fince his condition will then need Hone,
and the Idea would very much mifrepre-
fent the Original, if it fhould difquiet her,
whom he never approach’d, butto feive
Her. ’Tis fuitable, Madam, to this
frame of mind, that for Theodora’s fake, F
muft now deny my felf fo much, as to
haften her departure, leaft fome crofs ac-
cident fhould prevent it: At which
words, looking on her with a’ counte-
naace that all his Courage could not keep
from a-difcernable Change: Farewel, faid:
Ke,. incomparable Theodora; may you
continue-long the ornament and the Pat-
tern of your Sex : And fince we fee that
fome Fruits may beas well prefervd in .
Honey, as others in Brine and Vinegar,,
may
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maythe hetght of yoor Vertue be kept ups
bnt_‘theobid&saﬁ!t fo chang’d, thit by
ufettied Profipesity you may renceforsh
have occafion to exercife your meederati-
on and yowe gratitude, infbead of your
courage: and: yumr patience. Omee more:
Faremel,» cancludes he, unequai’di Thew.
diria 5 and may you Kvebut'with asionchr
Comxten as if } fuffer for you,
fhat dic-with Satisfadtioa.

Thoogh. thefe moviag. Expreflioms, .
ad the. accent wherewithh they were
deliverdy did very. fénfibly souch a per-
foufowel: natur’d and grateful as: 7hes-
doras;, yeu fhe thought the freteft retorn
fhe: coulth thea make to her Laver’s: dif-
courft, was;, prefently to follow the.ad-
¥ice he was fo:earneft to- lave her fpeodi-
Igembrace. And: therefore bidding: hime:
larowel oniy” by a' look, wherein: high
degrees. of: forrow and: gratitude were:
plainly: mingled ; fhe immediately. dil-
Ws’dber felf toquit titat difimal plage: -

hich' then: afforded a noble inftance,
haw.little a. great mindcan: be Hindred’
from: difclofing it fEIf to be fo, by the:
Stage ’tis ablig’d: to atrupon: Fon wikilft
indivers-of the ftately Templesof: Anri»
ich,, Whores, (fuchas Merus and: Flora,):
and Ravifhers, and:Adulterers; (fuchias:
Jupiter and Murs) were {alemaly. ados’d’s.

: in
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in an infamous Sceae, dedicated to pube: |
lick Luft and Violeace; the ftricteft
Chaftity wasexercis’'d, and Martyrdom-
it felf was contended for.

Having once ventur’d:into the out-:
ward room, That Providence; to which }
fhe had in fuch difcouraging Circum-:
ftances trufted her Virgin Purity, would
not leave the reftue of it, incompleat ;
but whillt the waiting: Ruffians were
eagerly contending, who fhould fuc-
ceed the perfon they togk by the Habit
to be Didymus, (and whofe face they did
not wonder to fee muffled, prefently af- :
ter fo favage an a&ion-as they fuppos’d
him to have committed) brought her
fafely out of that infamous Place.
Whence, by theleaft frequented Paflages -
fhe knew, fhe was quickly convey’d to
the houfe of her dear Friend Frene, which 1
- happen’d to. be nearer than-her own.

There toavoid fufpicion, fome of her
friends and relations were met together,
to lament tger C:ptivity, and joyn in
Prayer to him that alone could deliver
her, to be direted 'by God how they -
- might (if it were poflible) contribute to 1
her refcue. But, though their Prayers :
were probably made with more zeal than -
hope, they were not a little alarm’d, -
when looking out to fee who knock’d at .

: the
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e:door, they faw, ss they thought, 4
Mdier, who woald not have béen
nickly letin, if Ireme bad mov prefasn’d
i 0 be Didpmms, who was confing o
fier his Service to Mis cuptivated Mi-
refs. But ’tis mot. esfie to: exprofe the
onder and the joy, with whichtheyfoon:
fcover’d that this was no? Thawiersy
over, but herfelf; whefe Beavty and
x military Drefe, would. Rave nrade
ir, had the Remaw Guiatds difeovesdP
e, pafs for their Pafles. Moy was fiel
Hhabit, though imptoper for a Viwgin,
ahuitsble to: a- Greaty as well 26 Chag
Onqueron. '
Buo thought her prefence nover néeded
®endearment of @ Surprife, yetthe unw
Ppectedivefs of it at that tinicand plheé,
ided. to the TFranfports. it ued';
ecially:in: fvene . Who.after a thonfand!
ratulations: and caveffes, 4t loagty
¢ggd in the name of the intpatient
ompany, te hnow: how the blefing
hey all neceivd 1n Mer frecdbm, was
vocur’d. T whisls meafonable requeft
eanfner'dy bymakingadhort But faithe
b Marravive, of what hat occue’d fince -
b time fhe was. cited before the Pefie
t, till flie came to. take Sanftuary a-
hong themr; pioufly cencluding, that,
¥what fhe had done not misbecoming a
D Chriftian,
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Chriftian, was altogether by the afliftance
of Divine Grace, {o the faccour fhe
ceiv’d to bring her ont of danger wa
by the Condu& of Divine Providence,
which in her delivery made ufe of the
high vertue and generofity  f Didymm,
This Relation e the Comp:ny fir.
return Thanks and Praifes to the Divi
Goodnefs, which were followed by the
celebrations of the happy Ini. ument of
it: every one, asit were by turns, en-
deavouring to vye, who fhould moft com-
mend fo venturous and difinterefled 1
Lover.. Nor perhaps did Theodera het
felf, inwardly diffent from thit grate-
ful company. Fer, though her modefly
and refervednefs kept her from decla
ring her Sentiments, as others did theirs;
yet perhaps that was becaufe Shethought,
that. having given a Candid account o
his deportment, her Narrative had made
her praifes needlefs, the Hiftory it felf
being indeed a Panegyric. . !
After the Companies curiofity was fome
- what fatisfied by what Theodors had told
them,and both Jreneand fhe had made are-
queft to a Gentleman that knew Didyms
well, to endeavour to bring them fpeedy
notice of what had happened to him, or
was like to befal him: The two excellent
Ladies retir’d to the apartment of Frene.
' T hen
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"There the pious Theodora, having de-
voutly paid her folemn Thanks and
Praife, for her almoft miraculous Deli-
verance, to the Divine Author of it 5
fhe was accommodated by her Friend, -
. with Cloaths befitting her Sex, Nor was
it difficult for Jrene, (though on fo fud-
den an occafion) to furnifh her witha
Habit fhe liked ; for befides,that, a Perfon
fo fhap’d and .fathioned 3s Theodora,
could make almoft any drefs Graceful;
fhe usd to pity the mean vanity of thofe
Ladies, that could be either Ambitious
or Proud of what they muft owe to 4
Taylor or a Drefler, and affected to be
. taken notice of, not fo much for what
they are, as for what they wear: And
- therefore, tho’ fhe did not fcrupuloufly
" decline fathionable Clothes becaufe they
were {0; yet all the. Ornaments that
pafs'd the limits of the modefteft Degen-
cy, fhe always as little valu’d as the feed-
ed them.

CHAP. V.

% : :
Efore this rare Couple returnd fo
B the reft of the Company, Jrenes
kindnefs for Didymss made her think,
_ fhe oughtnot to ]lDoofc this opportunityf
2 o
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Chriftian, was altogether by the afliftanc
of Divine Grace, fo the faccour fhe
ceiv’d to bring her out of danger
by the Condu& of Divine Providenc,
which in her delivery made ufe of the
hiﬁ‘ vertue an:‘feneroﬁty f Didymns,
This Relation e the Comp:ny fr.
return Thanks and Praifes to the Divi
Goodnefs, which were followed by the
celebrations of the happy Ini. ument of
it: every one, asit were by turns, en-
deavouring to vye, who fhould moft com-
mend fo venturous and difinterefled a
Lover. Nor perhaps did Theedera her
felf, inwardly diffent from thit grate-
ful company. Fer, though her modefly
and refervednefs kept her from decls
ring her Sentiments, as others did theirs;
yet perhaps that was becavfe She thought,
that. having given a Candid account of
his deportment, her Narrative had made
her praifes needlefs, the Hiftory it felf
bcm% indeed a Panegyric.

After the Companies curiofity was fome
- what fatisfied by what Theedors had told
them,and both Jrene and fhe had made a re-
queft to a Gentleman that knew Didysmus
well, to endeavour to bring them fpeedy
notice of what had happened to him, or
was like to befal him: The two excellent
Ladies retir’d to the apartment of Irese.

Ther

|
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“There the pious Theodors, having de-
. voutly paid her folemn Thanks and
Praife, for her almoft miraculous Déeli-
verance, to the Divine Author of it

fhe was accommedated by her Friend,

. with Cloaths befitting her Sex, Nor was
it difficult for Frene, (though on fo. fud-

den an occafion) to furnifh her witha

Habit fhe liked ; for befides,that, a Perfon
fo fhap’d and Jfalhioned as Theodora,
could make almoft any drefs Graceful;
fhe us’d to pity the mean vanity of thofe
Ladies, that could be either Ambitious
or Proud of what they muft owe to a
Taylor or a Drefler, and affefted to be
. taken notice of, not fo much for what
they are, as for what they wear: And
- therefore, tho’ fhe did not fcrupuloufly
decline fathionable Clothes becaufe they
were fo; yet all the. Ornaments that
pafsd the limits of the modeftelt Decen-
cy, fhe always as little valu’d as fhe deed-
ed them.

CHAP.IV.

/ . A L
Efore this rare Couple return'd fo
the reft of the Company, Ireres

kindnefs for Didymss made her think, -

fhe ought not to loofe this opportunity
D2 o
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of deoing good offices to her abfent '

~ Friend. And therefore haxing (as fhe
eafily might) brought the difcourfe to
fall upon his late performances ; I hope,
Madam, fays. the to Theodora, you are
now fatisf’d, that the Charater I gave
you of the greatnefs of my Coufins Ver-
tue, and the Ardency of his Flame, was
di&ated more by his Merit than my
Friendfip. I were very ungrateful, re-
plics Theadora, if 1 did not willingly
acknowledge his Generofity to be alto-
gether extraordinary, and that, as he

" could not oblige me more highly than
e has done, fo it was not poflible that
he fhould do it mcre bandfomly.

I know, Madam, faith Zrene, that
Theodera may freely choafe among all the
Hluftrious Youth of Auriech, what per-

" fon fhe wauld pleafe to make happy: -
And, without confidering her lefs abvi-
ous, though more admirable, Perfe&i-
on:; far lefs Beauty than fhe is Miftrefs
o4 has i Our thnes, given the Pofleflors
a fhare in the Imperiat TFhrone, and
perhaps too, plac’d them upon the Ro-
mam Altars, But yet, continues fhe, firce
1 have the honous ta know you teo well
natto be confident,. that you value Piety
and Vertue, and a Flame regulated and -
excited by them, above thofe outward

advantages
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advantages which yreaker Spicits ane in-
flueac’d by; I think 1 may Fﬁm o
fay ; that I know not any perfon in -
tsach, 10 ‘whom the fair Thesdorsa may
with lefs Coadefcention vowoh{afe aShare
ia her Eavour, than to him, that had.
the happinefs to give her fo clear a proof
of the ardency, the purity, and the di-
fintercftednefs of his Flame.

IfI had ot reply’s Theodara with a
fomewhat diflatisfy’d look, becrn much
furprifed at the beginning of year Dif~
coarfe § 1 had tmeredintely fiop'd you
there: And iamented my infelicity, that
drewe, whomm 1thought my felf happy in-
aving for my Friend, allows her feif
what is © repugoant to true frienddhip,
as flatteryis, 1 conld, rontinues Tbeadwrs
without paafing for fear of being pros
wented ; eafily, and with the approbatis
onof many of the beft Judgesin Amioch,
 wetura the fair Jrese her oen Comple-
ments, if I thougit fit to imitate what I
“csanot approve. And to Speak ferioufly,

vomtiaues She, neither you nor L, nor
any of oar Sex, osughtto think Skin-decp .
Bcanty as great a Bleffing, as s an ap-
plandedione. For without our faplt, and
in Spight of our care.to preferve &, a .
Thoufand accidents may, and time cer-
tainly will, ruige the LowelieR Facess.
D3 and -
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and perhaps to that degree, asnotin the.
remains to leave it credible that ever),
they were hanfom. ’Tis true that thofe
vain Men, whofe Paffion mafters their
reafon, are wont (for the moft part with
defigns we ought not to be proud of ) to
Speak extravagant things, and too often
even cgrophane Ones, of the beauties they
profefs to adore. But though they really
meant (which they very feldom do) all
they fay, in praife of thofe they repre-
fent as Goddefles 3 yet I think aconfider-
ing perfon will fcarce be very proud of re-
ceiving that Title, from thole who can
think that a few Colours and. Features
lackily mingled, are fuficient to make
. aDeity. Anuncommondegreeof Beauty,
adds fhe, expofes the owner to extraor-
dinary troubles, from the Envy of thofe
that want it, and the Importunities of
thofe that court it. And, without as
much caution and watchfulnefs as turn it
into a trouble, it too often proves a
ftrong Temptation to thofe that admire
it; and a dangerous Snare to thofe that
poflesit. Aad if I had the vanity te
think, what you would perfuade me to
believe, I fhould yet take Beauty in a
woman, to be likea rich Perfume; which
though it be a thing very grateful in moft
companies, and -perhaps (cfpeciallyﬁ at
: rit

e
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firft) very delightful to the wearer, yet
does often difcompofe, not only ftrangers
fhe chances to converfe with, but the
beft Friend the has; and not feldom does
mifchief even to herfelf,by difordering her
head, or cafting her into fits of the mo- -
ther. I beg your pardon, Dear Madam,
fays the fair Jrene, with fomewhat of fad-
nef$ in her looks, that whilft I had fo
much Beauty in my eye.and thoughts, I
forgot, -thatit was in Theedora accom=
pany’d with a far frmter and fcrupulous
Hunmility ; and Idid not apprehend that
I could be thought guilty of Flattery, fo
near toawitnefs (at which words the
pointed to a Looking-Glafs, that hung
up in the room) ready to-juftific more
than I had occafion to {ay. I willingly ac-
knowledge with you, that the amiable-
nefs difcoverable by the Eyes of every
gazer, isa thing far lefs defirable than
defired: And procures the pofleflors
more praife, than it brings them ha
inefS. And for my part, adds fhe, if I
ad the weaknef’s to believe my felt Mi-
ftrefs of what the folly of fome has made
them flatter me ‘with, yet Ifhould notbe
over much pleas’d with a Quality, that
would add to thofe harms my frailty
makes me guilty of, ‘thofe which I never -
intended ; and makes Ladies fo mifthief-
' D4 ous, .
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ous, to thofe that moft love them, that'
even when they do not robmen a@f their
fnnocegey, they deprive them of theic
- Qujet. 1confes therefore, Madam Zcen-
tinpes Jreze) that it was injurious to ig-
* 11t wpon the praifes of a face, when, how
Yittle faever it can be Match’d iq its own
kind, ‘tis accompanied with Several
Beanties of a much nobler kind.. Byt that
which induc®d me to fpeak as I did, was,
to et the fair Theodera fee, that I was
jutly fenfible how great a thing I d
for my Friend ; when limplor’d for |
an intereft in Her Favour. And | do the
Yefs defpair of the effedts of your Good-
nefs, both te himand me, becanfe I beg
them for an abfent friend, who is notia
a condition to fpeak for himfelf; and who,
as1 perceivd by the obliging Relation
you were pleas’d to make, of his Carriage
towards you, declin’d making you any
regquelt, when his Services were fo hap-
Py as not to be wfelels to you. His fileace,
an{wers Theodora, in fuch Circumftaoces,
had mere effeft on me, than his paflio-
nateft folicitations would have produc’d.
" But the thing, 1 prefume, you aim at,
foc him, is af that moment tasne, thatl
cannot think fit to difoourfe of it till we
-can do fo with siore calmnefs and leifure,
.than we <an at thiS time expeét. You
o -~ know,



of Theodors. $3
" kmrow, brewe, that 1 -kave &1l look'd-up-
on Marriage gs one of the meft impor- -
tant Adtions -of Life: And, theugh §
think they have too mean a notion of
Happimels and Mifery, who im by
{hrat oneCreaturecan make either of t!

the portionofanethers yet'l thisk, thee
not only the diates of difcretion, but ’
¢hofe of fincerityand chattity, -oblige @ -
wroman to have a great care, N0t L0 &~ -
ter into fo near and indiffeloble aRela- -
tion, wpenm any grouvads, ‘that are 'm0t -
liketo laft astong as t (and confequent- -
1y, asourTives: And therefore, -a wo-
manthat refolves to bewhat fhe theuld
be, when a wife, ouﬁ]ht to d&cliberste
‘much vpon a Cheice The can Pprobably
make but once; and not mectilefly véa-
ture toembargue - herfelf on a Sea {6 in-
£ymons for frequentShipwracks, onlybe: .
catife he is offer’d a fine Ship 0 ke
the fong Voyage with. But, continues
the bafhfal Virgin fnot without Some
Titrle diforderin her looks) fince ry-deat
Frene will needs myake vfe of the privi=
Jedge the has, to know ‘more " of my -
thoughts than 1 would difclofe to any 0-
ther pegfon in the world ; our friend- -
fhip prevails with ‘me to tell hier, that if
§ were altogether at my own dif] '
and conld be 'mdacD’d to, admit

5

chiage -’
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change of condition, as I have always
been averfe from; I fhould be more in-
fluencd in my choice by the fhining Ver-
tuesand Extraordiaary Services of Didy-
mus, than by all the Advantages that ei-
ther  Titles, or Riches, or Dignities
could give any of his Rivals. But, m
Dear Jrene (adds fhe) we live in fuc
times, and I, for my own particular,
am befet with fuch Circumftances ; that
twere not only very unreafonable, but
wildly extravagant, for me to encreafe
my Commerce with the World.
For,Irene,continues fhe ,in my opinion,
a Chriftian does not deferve to be happy,
and a true one cannot think he is happy, -
whilft the Church of Chrift is miferable :
At leaft, as far as outward Calamitiescan
make it. When ] fee the Empire over-

- run- with Idolaters and Perfecutors ;
" when I fee Ravilhers and Whores, ador’d

ia ftately Temples, and the only Wor-

. fhippersof the True God driven into Cor-

ners, and purfu’d even thither ; whenI
. : fee fuch as God is pleas’d to
Hleb. 11.,38. declare the Werld not to be
worthy of, treated by men as

rfons not worthy tolive in the World ;

ut daily expell’d ‘out of it, with igno-
miny and torments : When I fay (adds
Thpoders with tears in her Eyes,) 1conf-
Lo . der
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dér the general Defolation ofthe Church,
and that I am like'and willing to be, not
. ameer SpeQator, but a fuffering A&or,
in this Tra%'edy; [ cannot, in the midft
of Her Sighs and Groans, liften to the
unféafonable Complements of a. Lover,
think of relifhing any Contentment, that
defcends not from a place too high for
Perfecution to reach. In thefe Senti-
meats, fubjoyns fhe, 1amh warranted, by
no lefs Authority:tiranr ¢hat of an Apotitle;
who, though not: unfavourable to the
Marriage State, difadvifes thofe. women
that are free, from entering into it, at
leaft during th¢ prefentdiftrefs ; though
that were in this time, very much inferi-
* our to thofe &raits we are now. reduc’d -
to.” Yet, Madam, ‘fays: urene, thofe gge
preflions~of Friendfhip, that a Conjugal-
Relation invige$, are not only made al-
lowable by it, bit commendable, and are
as real duties of Piety, and Vertue, as
divers of the more abftraited Exercifes of
Religion. Ido not contradi& that, replies -
Theodora, butlook uponthat very thiag,
as a diffwafive, from the ftate of life, you-
would recommend. For, if1could think' -
fit, toenterinto it, it fhould be with a
refolutien, to do all that becomes me in
it. And in fuch a calamitous Time aswe:-
livein, I could not do that, .without Ooil:w
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ing fat mome ¢han § now awi, withio the
d-;;lds reach ; fimced Jhaddfink it my
» and perhaps be engag'd spon ano-
&vrvacmmpt.;f:om'fnch apprehealions
for a near friends danger, :as my own
would!be uncapade.of going me. And
the 'Comtontment)l now enjoy, in :a dif-
polifion ¢o quit the wanld withont we-
goet, would be defirog’d, or at feaft al-
lay’d, ‘by an eneaincfstopart withwhat
duty amtl isdination seouid, parbaps; tee
;gchfaﬁen mei‘m. h}i;m b;:é f¥as gp-
‘soitervupt herby an anfwer ; when
ber fair friend prevented bor, by thus
cogrtinuing, her.difconrfe: And to me it
feems ‘very.confiderable, that the Apaltle
Dlasely mentioned, clearly enough dnti~
mates,that to perfcvere.ina Virgin-State,
in times .of Perfecution, gives-thofe that
puefarit, the great advamagesf ferviag
Geod ‘mare undiftraledly ; and confe-
emly of being more entirely and up~
mteruptedly imploy’d, in the dised
Contemplation and Sermices, of an Oh~
- §#& foSublime that our mind cannet di-
"wert -to another, ‘without fooping soan’
inferiour one. And thaugh it he true,

that'the duties of a Relation, mmy rig
fully.chaflenge a part.of an engag’d per-
fons-time and care; yet I fee nat why ope
thathes 2o meed, thould cater éntri 2 Ke-
S , ation,

\
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iatien, that would make thele difma-
ing Duties neceflary. -
Tihough Fewe found itifcarce poflible
40 anfwer Thadwas Reafons, get her
kindoefs o her ablent friand, made her
mawilling to lafe the oppertymity their
Prixacy gave haer, to make one a
saorein bis favonr : 'Which dhe .did, ;g
feping to his Excellent Miftrefs; But
dhall -pot the .as faithfnl as wnbappy Ds-
dymws, be dlew’d te hope, rhar if opce
thofe difmal Clouds ghat pour dewn
how’rs of Blood, fhall be happily blows
over, he may have a particular fhare in
the publick Joy and Tranquility ; rhar -
his Sufferings fhalt end with the Perfecu-
tions of the Church ; that thofe fatal re-
folutiops, that are fo deftrudive tohis
bappinals, may ceafe with their-accalion;
2hat Thaadoras Severity wmill potont live
tthe KomaCGroektyiand zha ber heart will
-aotbe she laft phace, whene she Egmpe-
monrs crvel £didts will contiaue 1o have a
fatal Opgration. = -
Adas Frowr, fays Theoder, fomewhat
trounbled 1o be foprefi'd; how nafeafona-
«do pou now dilcpundeso me, about
thangs velating t0a time, to which vary
prohably myy dtfe will sover meach. For,
.Snbizns"éhr, tto deal dlearly with you;
dam o far fromMstrering my ek, vyﬂ;
ol a
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an ExpeQation of thofe Halcyon days I
with you may live to fee, that I fhall not
be furpriz’d, if this day prove thelaftl
fhall Spend in this World. And if before
Night, I pafs thence into another ; where
the frailty and Mortality, upon which
Marriage was founded ceafing, that con-
dition of Life will have no Place ; but
will be Succeeded by an Angelical State,
where eur l’riendfhipsﬁ as well as our
Perfons, will be Transfigur’d, and made
Incomparably more Perfe&t than the
can be here below.

CHAP, V.

“VHeodora had Scarce made an end of
rl faying this, when her Converfa-
tion with her fair Friend was Interrup-
ted, by the notice that was give them of
the arrival ofa Gentleman of their Relj-
gion, who brought fome News that it
Concern’d them to know. This adver-
tifement foon brought. back thefetwo Ex-
cellent Ladies to the teft of the Compa-
ny ; to which this Intelligent and Inqui-
fitive Perfon was going to give 'an ac-
count, which the Sadnefs of his Looks
E;)cpar’d them to find an unwelcom one.

wever ; they liften’d to him with

great



great attention, as well as Concern:
and He, after a fhort Preamble, briefly
acquainted them with fome particulars,
that will hereafter be more fully related.
But that which he himfelf feem’d moft
mov’d at the mention of, and which moft
affeed his hearers, was this ; That
when the Prefident had notice of Theodo-
ra’s efcape, though there wanted not
fome Generous Men, that endeavour’d
by feveral Arguments to difwade him
from profecuting her any further ; Yet
he was fo far from being prevail’d with,
to Comply with fo reafonable a motion,
that he folemnly Protefted, that if ever
he could get this Fugitive (as he was
pleas’d to call, that admirable Perfon)
once more into his power, he would ne-
ver ftrive again to reclaim her by the
fear of Infamy (a thing which, faid he,
I perceiv’d She defpis’d) but by the ter-
rour of death ; Suppofing, as he added,
.that She would not fly from an Altar, to
a Scaffold or a Stake; ard refolviag, in
cafe She were inflexible, to Sacrifice her
to the indignation of thofe Incens'd
Deity’s, She had fo Obftinately pro-
vok’d.

The former part of this Difcourfe,
which related to Didymus, his Excellent
Miftrefs heard not, witkhout fuch inward

Commotions,
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Commotions, that ino Spight of the |
Calmnefs and relervednefs of her cemper,
l‘hg;lparly enough difclos’d themfelves
in‘her face, by feveral Changes of Co-
lour, which thofe that had 1ately admird
the greatnefs of ber Courage, conkd not
but aforibe to thatof her concernfarther
diftreffed Lover. But-when the Relator
had cencluded that part ot his Warra-
tive, that dire®tly vegarded her £I1f, tho
7t Al’d aM the Audttors with grief and
terrour, Theodora feem’d to have gaind
anew Hlfe; Since in her Jooks, the vifi-
ble takens of a deep fadnefs, svere firxc-
ceeded by no’lefs wanife’ Sigas of joy.
While the reft of thofe towhom ﬂge
Melancholy account was given, ‘were en-
tertaining one another with the refle®i-
ons they made wupon it ; frene havi
-drawn her fair friend afide, was impati-
ent to learn the caufe of that eafing
change, fhe had dbferv’d in her looks.
‘Whitlt, anfwers Theodora, I was
lifkening to the report of the Emingent
‘Danger, which the ‘Generous Didymns
‘was Expos’d to for my Sake, I could nor
‘but be Extreamly Tronbled, to find 1;?(
Self reftrain’d from attemptit:%bl:;:'IR -
cug, by the manifeft Danger, ing by
the ‘Barbarous Prefident fent back to the
ipfamous place, whence your vertnous
friend
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frend had veatur’d fo much to free me:
But now that the Judge, by a folemn
Declagtion, has tyed %p is own hands
from teggiing me, by Tojuftifiable a fear
as that of | famJy 5 "twas no wonder my
Looks difclos’ fom_e Tokens of a joy,
grounded upon fo welcog an opportuni-
ty to exercifc my Gragitude without ha-
zarding my Honour.
What Theodora! faith Irene, as it were
Thunder-ftruck with this nnexpeded
-anfwer; do yon put Jb fivall a valne up-
on that wonderful Deliverance, that
fcarce an hour ago you did fo devoutly
#nd deCorvedly aive Thanks for_sher vor
will fo foon rufh into greater damgers,
than thofe that requir’d little lefs thana
miracle to refcue you from them?
I hope, replies calmly Theodora that 1
fhall aever forget, nor without a deep
fenle remember, the admirable refcue
you fpeak of. ButI take the ahoft graci-
ous part of that Deliverance, to confit
in my being refcu’d from bimqnmr;
and think it would be much defs oblig-
ing thanit is, if it debar’d mc from the
fureft and direQeft ways to Glory; aad .
if, to preferve wy external Purity, itdid
lemn me to lagratitude, towards
weritorious laftrument of that Pre-
ervation. .
Our
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Our Lives, faith Jrene, being trufted
to us, as well as vouchfaf’d us, gby God;
are not fo much at'our own difpofal,that
’tis allowable for us to part with them,
as we think fit: And Xis poflible for ns
to abandon them, not only when we do
dire@ly and violently rid our felves of
them, but when we do thofe things,
whofe natural Confequence is an untime-
ly Death. -

I believe with you, faith Theodora,
that our Lives are to be reckon’d among,
thofe Goods that we are entrufted with,
rather as Stewards than unaccountable
Dreprictors ; and acknowledge too, that
certain a&ions, that do sot direétly, may
yet criminally, tend to their deftru&ion.
But I do not think the care of our Lives
is committed to us, as that of our Souls
is, with fo indifpenfable an obligation to
keep them ; that it can never upon any
terms whatfoever, be lawful for us to
loofe them. For, I think Life to bea Ta-
lent, which isindeed to be carefully hus-
banded and preferv’d ; butis committed
tous, not fo much to keep fafe, as to
negotiate with ; andis entrufted to usin
order to a condition better than it felf.
And therefore, if Religion, or Vertue,
require any thing at our bands, which
cannot be perform’d without endanger-

ing.
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ing, or even loofing our Lives, in that
cafe to venture them, or to part with
them, is a duty; and confequently at
leaft a juftifiable a&ion : And this pur-
fues Theodora, I take to'be myicafe; who

am fummon’d by Faithfulnefs to a juft

Promife, and by Gratitude to an extra-
ordinary Benefa&or, to endeavour the
favingof an innocent Perfon, who isac-
cus’d on my account, and has brought
himfelf into a great .danger, only for
having moft obligingly Refcu’d me from
a greater. ' ’

But what, replies Fere, if the attempt
you defign, is far.move likely to defiroe

u, than to fave Didymus ? For the

rbarous Judge, is fo much an Enemy
to all Chriftians. as fuch, and fo much
incens’d againft You, for your Efcape
and Him for having been the Author o
it; that the Cruelty- of that inexorable
man, will make him gladly deftroy yon
both, as far as humane pow’r and rage
can doit. And fo, without preferving
to the Church of Antiech, one of its Or-
naments, you will deprive it of another,
and a greater ; by denying it the ‘Infln-
ence it might receive, by fo lafting an
Exemplary a Vertue, as may juftly beex-
pected in a perfon fo pious,and fo young,
as Theodora.

The

k -



64 The Martyrdm

The Experience,” anfwers. Theedora,
that this ver(ﬂ day hasafforded me, for-
ggs me to fﬁxu& Divine Provi;iieaoe 3
and keeps me from defpairisg to fiad my
endeavours to refcue your?(%nfman. fuc-
oesful ; if the Mot Wile and Good, as
well as Abfolite Difpofer of Eveats,
thall not thiak it lefs our advaatage, to be

" repriv’d than crowa’d. Without pre-
fuming therefore, to forefee Events, tis.
my part to do what God has vouchiafed
to put into my power : and tis not my
duty to refcue Didymus, but it is to at-
tempt it ; and thereby aoquit sy felf as

fir ae Jam abla of whet | owe {0 @Y

T Tawe me m.wtees WLASY

promife, and my gratitude. If 1had the-

vanity to think, }dds fhe, thutin a per-
fon of my Sex and Frailties, fuch a Ghorch
as that of udwtiech, conld be much con-
cerr’d ; I fhould ¢hink too, that the at-
texpt I am about 60 make, were the beft
way to make my life fomewhat fgnibi-
‘caat. For, whereas our heathen Adver~
favies ave fo blinded with Prejudioes,that
they dook upon all we door fuffer for
Chriftianity, as the effeds of a kind of
SuperttitiousFrenzy, that feizes vs, and
tranfports ws, whesever the Articles of
our Faith arc cortended for: My expo-
fiag my felf o their fury, rather than be
wanting to the di&ates of Gmtk;gic‘;
which-
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which they, as wel as we, look an. asa

Moral Veztue, mmy help to coanviace
- them, that our love to Vertueis general,

and more difinterefted,than they thoughs

it ;- Siace Chriftians can. veature:and part
withtheir Lives, as well tofhun Iagrati~
tude, as torefiit Idalatsy. ‘

Khis. gratitude, (replics brere ) whafe
excefs gives youand us, fo mauch trouble,
is a relative thing ; aad. Benefits s Ser~
" vicesreceiv'd, ouglht to be requited: by
Aioas, that are acceptable to thofe,they
are defign’d to gratify ; but fure, not by
fuch, as we know will be unwelcome to
them. And therefore (continues. fhe)
the faithfuleft, and meft difinterefted of
your Servants, will be far meze unhap~
PY, than the Remen Cruelty cam make
himy, if whaghe hasdone, doth net con~
vines you, that he can: never look upon
any thing, as afavour or retribution ta
bim, that fhall deftroy, or fo much as
_ endanger,, his gdored Miftrefs.

} were wery uawerthy (rejoyns Theo-
dora).it | did notthink Didymus capable:
of the highefk Sentiments that Gene-
rofity aud friendfhip can. infpire: But he
is too juft, m forbid thefe he loves, to
afpire to fome fhare of thofe noble Qua-
lities; upon. whofe account, 1amto can-
fider, notfo much what his Vertue w_fi}}l

' velifh,
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relith, as what his condition requires;
there being a fort of Debts, to which
mine to him belong, that oughtto be the
more carefully paid, the more frankly
they are remitted.

The forrowful Irene, being exceeding
troubled, to fee her endeavours unfuc-
cefsful, on an occafion, upon which of
all others, fhe moft wifh’d to find them
prevalent, was prompted by her grief,
to bring her Eyes to the afliftance of her

' Tongue; and weeping, faid to her in-
flexible Miftrefs; If, Madam, you will
not have any compaflion for the excel-
lent Theodora, at leaft takefome pity up-
on the difconfolate Feney and if her Ar-

xments caniiot move you, be not at leaft
inexorable to her Fears. You have (con-
tinues fhe) vouctfaf'd me the honour of
your Friendfhip, and the Happinefs of
of your Converfation ; and by both thefe
bleflings, have given me fo much efteem
and kindnefs for fo greata benefa&or,
that if you deny me, whatd now implore,
you will turn the nobleft parts of my hap-
pinefs upon Earth, into inftruments of
my Infelicity ; fince, ina World deprivd
of Theodora, the defolate Irene, will Lan-
guifh, rather than Live, if fhe fhould be
able to furvive fo great a L.ofs. -

Theodora, whofe Refolution and good

- ' " Natare
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Nature were both of them extraordinary,
though fhe had courage enough to fup-
port calmly her own perfonal Sufferings,
yet fhe had tendernefs enough to be very
fenfible of thofe of her Friends. And the
moving expreflions of the forrowful Zre-
ne, together with the Tears that accom-
pany’d them, made fuch an impreffion
on her, that thongh, having forefeen
this Storm, it did not furprize her, yet
it did much diftrefs her, and let her fee,
- how many uneafic- Victories the was to
gain, before fhe could triumphantly com-
pleat that days work. And though after
a fhort, but fharp, Confli&®, between her
kindnefs and her Refolution, the latter
of them prevail’d, yet, ’twas not with-
out fome Relu&ancy and Commotion,
that fhe was able to return this Anfwer.
Ah, dear Frene, do not exercife fo much
Cruelty your felf, whilft you reproach
me for being Cruel ; and do not add to
the great affli®tion of parting with fuch
a Friend as: Jrene, that of feeing her fo
much troubled on my account, and of
feeing my felf neceflitated to the uneafie
Task of denying a Requeft of hers. If
what ] owe to my Religion, and to your
generous Coufin, would fuffer me upon
any terms,to alter the Refolves it promp-
ted me to ; the delaration of your defire

to
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to have me do it, would have made all

the Arguments you employ’d to perfwade
nre to ity unneceflary. *Tis true, thata-
mong Vertuous Friends, kindnefs may
challenge much, butnot tothe prejudice
of Confcience and Reputation. L hope
our Friendfip is not, and am fure it
ought net to barely a mutual fond.
nefs of two young Virgins ; but that ver.
tue had a greater (hare in making and
continuing, ity than Sympathy and. Ia-
clination had. And ’tis but joft, that
a friendfhip, grounded chiefly upen Ver-
tue, fhould be govcrn’d and regulated by
it. Permit me therefore (purfhiesfhe) with
that freedom and plainnefs, that our
Friendfhip zllows, te put you ia mind,
that in the ftraits whereia Providence has
now placed us, it calls upon us to confi-
der, nat only that we are Friends, bug,
that we are Chriffians too ; whe ought
in.reafon, as well for our departing as
our departed Friends, toliften to the A~
poftle of us Gerrides, who: ~

1. Thefs 4 13. forbids us, upon the re
moval of thofe we' lave, tot

" give #p owr [elues ta forrow, as- thoft thar
bauve no hope. Indeed, if we were Epicames

ans, that £elieve«the Soul as mertal, a8

the Body ; or fuch-ether. Pagans, as bu-

.1y in the Graves of their Friends, the
hopes,
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hopes, or at leaft the confidence; of
meeting them again: wecould fcarce too
bitterly deplorea Separation, that would
certainly, or at leaft for ought we knew,
prove an Eternal one. But haviag,
through the Goodnefs of God being em-
bracers of the Gofpel, and enabled,though
but imperfeétly, yet fincerely to live ac-
cording to its Ditates, and be ready to
die for its defence ; thefame Grace may
keep us from fearing, that the time of
our feparation will bel:fting enough, to
bear any confiderable proportion to that
Eternity, which will be allow’d us toen-
joy each others Company in. ‘And give
me leave to tell you, /rexe, that I cannot
rejoyce at any expreflions, even of your
kindnefs, that are injurious to your Piety,
and bring your love of me, into a com-
petition with that, which ought to be as
unparallel’d as its Object is. They love
*a Creature too much, that think it too
good to be parted with, for the Creators
fervice. ’Tis a high injury to him, to
think, we can lofe any thing for him,
that he cannot. make us a rich amends for,
And I muft not conceal my Opinion, that
a Chriftian difparages both himfelf and
his profeflion, if he complains, that an
lofs can make him unhappy,while he pof-
fefles the favour of God. W herefore, my
' - E * deareft



-70 The Martyrdom

-deareft Jrene (concludes She) let yo
Friendfhip alleviate my Grief, by fhewin?
-me how handfomly you bear your ows; aii
prefer,] befeech you, upon this fad occafi

on,the exercife of the more generons,

‘that of the morezender,Effe@s ofKindne
Alas, Madam, fays the diftrefs'd Zrene
all the fine things you fay to comfort me,
produce in me, an Effe& quite contrary
to that you defign by them 5 fince they do
‘but_the more difcover the Excellency
and Kindnefs of the incomparable Per-
fon I am going to be depriv’d of ; after
whofe company, I fhall find that of the
“reft of the World, - too infipid, fo much
as to divert me: and therefore, if you
will not grant me the Blefling of Livin
with you, at leaft do not deny me th
fatisfa&tion of Dying with you. For,
though Martyrdom be very formidablg
to a frail Woman, yet Heaven is more
defirable to a Chriftian ; and I fhall no
fear to take a Scaffold or a Stake in m;
way, when I travel to fuch a Place, at
~That, id fuch Company as yours. k
You know (replies Theodora)as well.af;_els

that our Religibn.commands us to fu

Martyrdom, when we are oblig’d to dd
it ; but forbids us to thruft our felves un-
neceflarily upon fo fatal and difficult a
work : The Apoftles themfelves, whof¢
. peculiar
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gculiar Office it was, tobe the Heralds
ad Champions of the Gofpel, were com«
landed, when they were perfecuted in
pe City, to fly into another; and ac-
»rdingly one.of the moft couragious of
yem, to avoid needlefs and unfeafon-
ble dangers, fled to Fers- '

dem from  Damafcus 3. At.19. 23,
wugh to do fo, He was fain .
2 be let down from the wall of this Place
1a Basket. And ’tis but reafonable, we
1ould not, without a manifeft Call of
'rovidence, venture upon a Confli&, in
vhich we do fo mach depend upon ex-
raordinary Afliftances for the Vi&ory,
hat the fame bold Difciple, that fo confi-
ently promis’d our Saviour, that He
rould die for Him,wasin an hour or two,
he firft that reaounc’d him. An infpird
reacher, who was ambitious to be, as
le afterwards prov’d a Martyr, reckons
t to be the Gift of God, not only to Be-
leve in Chrift, but to fuffer for that Be-
ief.If (continues She Jour Conditions were
xchang’d, and Irere, inftead of me,were

yDivine Providence fingl’d qut for Mar-

prdom; I fhould not-eavy Her the Glo-
K, of etting many of both Religions fee,
hat Chriftianity can elevate the Cous
age of a Woman, to a degree that they
hink appropriated to Men. I would em-

' ‘E 2 ~ ploy

R
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ploy my Prayers rather to obtain of Hea-
ven, a divine Support of Her Refolution,
than' an inglorious Change of it. And
imitating that well natur d ifraelize, who,
not only willingly but gladly, parted
with hisdear Effer, when She went from
Him to a Throne; I fhould be more
fatisfied with frexe’s Advancement, than
with Her Company: And if I did not
prefer Her Happinefs to my Own, it
would be, becaufe indeed 1 fhould look
upon them fo united, that I fhould find

ine in Hers. Let me then (fays ‘Theodo-(
r4) conjure you, by all our paft and fu-
ture Friendfhip, rather to congratulate,
than lament, the Remove l am goingto|
make. And be 16t troubled, that one
whom you have been pleas’d. fo much to
Love, iscall’d to beearly happy. In fuch
hazardous times as thefe, you know not
how foon a Perfecutor’s Sword may fend
you after Her. And at moft, this Mor-
tal Life is too fhort, to let our Separati-
on be very long. And in the mean time,
the comfortable Expe&ation of an un-
changeable ftate, of whofe Bleffedn i
the renewed Fruition of each other, will
make a Part, and not the greateft nei-
ther : may Confole you for the abfence
of a Perfon, that in the inmterim will be|
bappy enough to with You where She ss,
- o upon

|

|
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ipon much jufter grounds than you can
vith Her where She mas. Let it then
concludes Theodsra, with weeping eyes,)
)¢ a fufficient proof of my Efteem and
ove of Irene, that I part from Her with
Fears,when I am going to a Place, where
he Divine Oracles affure us, -

‘hat «ll Tears (hall be wip’d Rev.7.17.
Yom our Eyes,and be fucceed- .
:d by a Euinefs of Foy, that Pfal.16.11.
hall laft for evermore.

' CHAP. VL
THo'ugh‘ thefe Reafonings were fach, -

~ * as’Jrene knew not well how to an-
fwer, yet, being uncapable of acquief-
cing in any Difcourfe, that inferr’d it to
be her duty, to part with Theodora ; fhe
refolv'd to try; whether the perfwafions’
of the company (which the knew, would
be very forward to aflift her) would not
be more prevalent, than hers had been:
And that feem'd an accident very friend-
ly to her defign, that juft then happen’d,
by the arrival of an intelligent Gentle-
man, whom fhe kad a while before em-
ploy'd to learn News of her Friend ; and
who, on that fcore, had- been a' curious
and heedful Spe@ator, of all -that -had

: E 3.

3. pafs’d,
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-paf¥’d, at the prefidents, in- relation to
Didymus, and was come to bring Frene
an account of it. To hear this, the and
her forrowful Friend were defir’d to re-
joyn the reft of the company: Towhich,
the high and juft efteem they all had of
fo brave a Gentleman, as Didymus, gave
an impatient defire to be inform’d of his
Adventures. To fatisfie this Curiofity,
the Gentleman that was to do it,. did, af-
ter afhort paufe, make them the fo.ow-
ing Narrative.

1 fappofe this company-needs not be
informed by me, of what happen’d to
the generous Didymus, between the time,
that the excellent Theodor 4 was condenm’d
to an infamous place, and. that wherein
he bad the happinefs, of helping her to
make an efcape out of it. And therefore
without wafting any of that little time
whereof, I fear, we may have but too
great need, I fhall proceed to inform
you, that when this aftonithment, oc-
cafion’d by this Surprize, of findipg a
Young maa in the efcap’d Virgins Room,
was a little over, and they had cloath’d
Didymus in a habit more deceat, to ap-
pear in, before a publick Affembly ; they
led him away to the Judge: to whom
fome of them related, malicioufly enough,
what . bad paf¥’d, -earneftly begging

. ' Juitice,
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Juftice of bim, againft a Perfon, who
(theyfaid) could not but be a Chriftian ;.
and who was not content, to be -himfel%
an Offender againft the Laws, but had
dared to refcue another Offender, from-
the Ponithment to which they had-
doom’d her.
. Againft this Charge, the undaunted:
Didymus being ask’d, what Defence he-
had to make, addrefling himfelf to the:
Judge, made this refolute anfwer. I ftand -
accus’d of a twofold Crime of being a-
Chriftian,and of Theodora’s Refcue : And
though I cannot fo foon have forgot, how
heinous my Accufers have endeavour’d to
‘make them appear, yet, inftead of deny--
ing either. of them, I fhall own, that I
glery in both. .

As for Chriftianity, in an Age, wheres-
in it is fo cruelly Perfecuted, I would not
- have embraced the profeflion of it, but:
that [ was refolv’d, if there were occafi-
on, to fuffer for it. And therefore Ifhall -
neither deny what they.call a Crime, nor.
 makean Apology for it, nor deprecate.
any Infliétion, (for fo I call it, rather than.
Punifhment, which ftill. fuppofes a fault)
whereto it can expofe:me. Nor could L,
without being wanting to the duty of
Humanity, refufe my affiftance, to pre=
ferve the purity of fo noble a Shrire of*

E 4. Chaftity,
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Chatftity, as the Savage defigners ofa
Rape on Theodora, were going barba-
roufly to violate. And the inward {atis-
fattion of having done what became me
on fuch occafions, will fupport me under

any Sufferings, that fhall be drawn upon .

me, but by my Loyalty to perfecuted
Truth, and my compaflion of diftrefs’d
Vertue. : ‘

The experience I have had (anfwers
the Prefident) of the effeds of thofe def-
parate Errours, you mifcal. Religion,

makes me inclinable enough, to think, -

that you, as well as many others of your
wild Sect, have both Madnefs and Impie-
ty enough, to put-off the Apprehenfioas,
as well as the other common fentiments,
of Human Nature,and fear Death, as little
asyou do the Gods. But fince you pre-
tend to be more vertuous Men, and obe-
dient Subjedts, than others ; pray tell me,
what you can fay, for.your refcuing a
Malefadtor, out of the. hands of thofe
Minifters of Juftice, that were going to
Execute the fentence of Condemnation
upon her. .

If '(rc;plies Didymus) the Sentence you
fpeak of, had doom’d her hut to Death ;
ghpu%hl fhould moft gladly have fuffer’d
1t ia he
* Cruelty, without attempting to defeat it.

: ' : But

LIRS

r ftead, yet 1 had deplor’d your |
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But I confefs, I could not without Indig-
nation, as well as Grief, fee fuch a perfon
as Theedera, who for her Beauty, Ver-
twe, ‘and other Perfe@ions, is juftly.ad-"
mir’d by all that knew her, and look’d'
upon as the honour of her Sex 3 moft in-.
jurioufly condemn’d to fo infamous and"
barbareus an ufage, as were unfit for the
meaneft and defpicableft of Creatures,"
that belong to the Sex (whereof the is the?
Ornament.) And corfidering with my
felf, that Chaftity in Women, and efpe«:
cfally in Virgins, is fo much a Vertue,:
and their right to preferve it, fo con-:
fes’dly inhereat, that all :Nations agree,
in afcribing to'thema right todefend it;’
without referve, againft whofoever at-.
tempts te deprive them of ; it I concluded, *
that.to help a diftrefled Virgin to pre~’
‘erve. fo acknowledgd a right, was fo-
lefeat Ravifhers, rather than toroppofe-
Magiftrates, and . Rot commit a Crime,
wat hinder theaccomplifhing of one.. Nor
:ould I think; that ’twas.agiinft the :Re- -
mass Judges I alted, when Foppos’d Per-:
ohs, whom their -Savage -defign made .
ne look npon as the worft fort of Berba--
sar2s. And:I did not doubt Sir -(con-
inues Didymas) that in your own Breaft, ,
vhen calmer thoughts fhall come there, -
o fucceed thofe.that lately pofiefs’d iltz’al} :

Eg:
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fhall- be abfolv’d from .an adion, which
kept you from dithonouring your felf as
much, as the execution of your Sentence
would have defiPd Theedors 5  and
kept you innocent as to A&, from what
- would have made yon Enemies for ever,
not oaly of the fairet half of Mankind,
bt of all thofeof our Sex, that retain
any Sparks eicher of Vertue, or good Na-
ture.

~ If Theodera (repliesthe Prefldent) were
nota Beanty, and one ot your obftinate
Se&, I doubt you would never, for her
fake, have adventur’d upon fo defperate
an Attempt, as makes youn, not more
E‘ifobedient, than Obnoxious, to the

w. .
kfee not, Sir /rejoyns Didymus) why

it fhould be a difparagement to Theodo-
rw’s Beauty, or te the impreflions I have
receiv’d of it, that all that it hasengaged
me to do, has been, with the utmoft
hazard of my Life, To refcue her Puri-
ty, and deny my felf, in the firft place,
the advantages I endeavour’d to deprive
others of, But the Charms of her Mind,
needed not thofe of her Face, to make
meattempt to preferve-her. 1 haveeften
in Camps contended, not without. ha-
zard enough, with my victorious fellow-
Saldiers, to.keep them from. vinhzi;g

- b o the .
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the Chaftity of Captives, who had .nei-
ther Beauty to Captivate others, nor-
any thing elfeto engageme in their Quar- -
rel, except their being innocent and di- -
~ ftrefled Women.. But Theodora; fetting :
her Beauty and Birth afide, has been fo -
eminent, for all the good Qualities and -
Excellencies that can accomplith a Perfon »
of her Sex, and efpecially, for her Cha- -
ftity, that my Heart would have re- -
proach’d me for -not prizing Vertue e-—
nough, if I had declin’d fo happy an Op-+_
pertunity, to exprefs the veneration I-
paid fo fhining a one, as Hers.. But (pur-~ -
fues Didymus) 1 would not by what I have =
" faid, be thought to deny, that my Reli--
gionhad a fhare in the attempt I made to ¢
ferve a Perfon, that did fo much adorn -
it,. and was fo loyal to it. The Chrifti<-
an Do&rine, among many other excel- -
. lent things, that it prefcribes to its em=
biacers, teaches them, thatin fome cafes, »
among which others is compriz’d, they -
- Owught to lay downtkeir Lives 3
. for enme another. But Sir 1 Fobm,3,16."-

(concludes Didymus) you

‘may be pleas’d to take notice, that what-*
laé , was according to the Rules of-s

it too. For 1did not oppofe the Exe~ -
cution of your cruel Sentence, by force
.but only prevented it by an- innocent &
- . Stratagem,”
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Stratagem, whereby my ends were ob-
tain’d” without Bloodfhed or Violence ;
no Mans Life having been fomuch as en-
danger’d, except my own 3 which I ne-
ver_thonght my felf bound to preferve
from any Danger, that Piety or Humani-
ty fammorn’d me to undertake. ‘
Though the Prefident could not but be
fenfible, that Didymus had faid more for
himfelf, than was expefted ; yet, that
e might not be thought to be fatisfied
‘with the Defence of a Perfon, whom he
meant to condemn, he told him ; 1 donot
think it. ftrange, that thofe who dare
call the very Worthip of the Gods, Super-
Jitien and Idolatry, and that which all
‘Men but your felves ¢ 1l Impiety, Religi-
en, fhould ftile Rebellion againft the A4-
iijiure; Loyalty to the Truth. But
ow induftrioufly foever you ftrive, not
only to cloak a Criminala&ion,but trans-
form it into a Vertuousore ; Ican eafily,
through all its difguifes, perceive the
difobedience and refractorinefs to Civil
Government, that is fo contagious, and
{o fpred among the embracers of your
Seft; that l:?inces have no other way,
but your Ruine, to fecure their own
Safety, which would be quickly endan-
ger’d; if your powers and numbers were
‘halfas great, as the difloyalty of your
Principles and PraGices. To
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. To be a Sufferer for my Religion (an-
fwers Didymus) is that, which I fhall not
fo properly fubmit to, with Refignation,
as Embrace, with Joy. But to find my
Religien a fufferer with me, if not for
me ; and to fee Cliriftianity made a State
Crime, while it feverely prohibits ‘and
condemns all Crimes, and none more ex-
prefly, than difobedience to thejuft com-
mands of Magiftrates; is that, which I
confefs, do’snot a little trouble me. And
therefore, Sir, I hope you will allow a
Perfon, that is much more concerned to
keep his Religion than himfelf, from be-
ing endanger’d by this Accufation ; to
give you a righter apprehenfion, than
our Calumniators have done, of the in-
nocenteft, as well as the trueft, Religion
in the World. ’ _ _
Theagh for my part (continues Didy-
mus) | think, that the liberty of ferving
God, by fuch ways as are not repugnant
to the Light, or Laws of Nature, or the
welfare of civil Societys, is the common
right of Mankind, and cannot be denied
Man, without Injuftice ; yer Ido hot now
plead for it: and you are moré conc
cern’d to look to that,” than 1. Forif you
- 'make me fuffer, for the innocent ufe of
that Right, which God and Nature have
granted unto-all men ; Ifhall but under-
- S - go
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go a Tranfient Puniﬁiment, but you will ’ |

expofe your felf,-to an Eternal, and’

(whichis worfe) to a deferved one. No

Perfons inthe World, can pay more O-

bedience to the Laws of their Superiours,
than Chriftians do, . We that can fhed
the Enemies Blood, and hazard our own,
as freely, and perhaps as fuccesfully, as
any Soldiers-ia your Armies, fuffer you
to fhed ours; astamely as any fheep you
have in your folds, And fure, we are
very unhappy, as well as you very incre-
dulous, that thofe Profeflions of Loyalty
and Obedience, that are not more vifibly

writtea in our Books, than frequently. -

fign'd with our Blood, cannot gain Cre-
dit with you; nor our death it felf con-

vince you, when the wounds that we

quietly fuffer to pierce our Brealts, would
open you Wiandows into our hearts, if
fome had not a greater mind to- peiree
them, than to know them. But the fame
juft care wehave to obey Authority,what
rate foever the fubmiflions coft us, for-
bids us to do thofe things for the refufal
whereof, Authority condemns us. For
God being, as the only Creator, fo the
Supreme Governor of man, his Laws are

thofe of the trueft Supreme Authority: - |

and Princes themfelves being his Subjects,
aad but his Lieutenants upon Earth; to

decline -
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decline their commands, when ever they
prove repugnantvato ‘his, isnot fo much
sn A& of difobedience to the Subordi-
ndte power, as of Loyalty to the fupreme
and univerfal Sovereign. And in fuch
cafes weare no more Rebels agaiaft the
Emperor, when we prefer the perfor-
~_mance of Gods Laws, to a compliance
‘'with his, than we fhould be, in cafe we
fhould difobey the orders of the Gover-
nour of the Province we live in, if they
fhould prove repugnant to thofe - of Ax-
gufius. And even in thefe cafes; if we
cannot yield an Aétive obedience to the
- commands of the Civil Sovercign, we do
not refufe him, the utmoft we can con-
fent to, which is Paffive obedience : and
when our confciences ermit us not to
do thofe to us unlawful things, that he
commands, they enjoyn us to. fuffer un~
réfiftedly, whatever penalties he pleafes
to impofe. And give me leave iry to
add (fo Didymms_continues) that we are
fofar, from making Religiona Cloak to
the purfuit of prefent advantages, that.
you daily fee us renounce them all, and
.Quir lives to boot, to. maintain our Loy-
~‘alty to our Maker, without hopes of be-
ing recomy °d, but in another World 5
and even: there we cannot expedt any, but
bythe fentenceof & Judge, whom none
. ’ ca

.4
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can either bribe or deceive, and who'is
more fevere to crimes, than any Perfe-
cutor on Earth can be, to Innocents. I
will not tell you, purfues Didymus, that
on theother fide, the uflurance we have
of the ineftimable rewards laid ap in hea-
ven, for Loyalty to God and his Truths,
and theinternal applaufesof a good con-
fcience, are things of fo elevating' and:
fatisfying a nature, that our Religion
can make the heartsit poffeffes, not on-
ly deteft the Ambition of thoft Subjeds,
that afpire to Earthly Crowns, but per-
haps, pitty the condition of thofe Princes,
that poffefs them. But I dare, Sir, a-
" vow, that the harmlefnefs of our Princi-
ples, is not more legible in our Profeffion
than in our Pracices ard Sufferings. For
the multitude of Chriffians. is [0 great,
that[in your Cities,your Coun-~ .-

try, your Courts of Juftice, - Tertul.
your Camps, and all places of :
Publick Refort, except your Temples,
they are’not only prefent, but nuyme-
ous 5} and your Enemies, a: well as your
Arnhies,- have been fufficiently Codivinc'd;
they know -as well how to Kill, as Dye;
fo that ’tis only becaufe we witl not for-
feit our Innocence, by a forbidden way.
of defending it, that we arc expos’d.to
fuch cruel Sufferings for it. And I doubt

not
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" net ‘but equitable Eftimators of things
will conclude, that our calmly fubmitting
to fuch inhuman Ufages, fufficiently
fhews, that we do not deferve them.. -

The Judge, difcerning fill more
clearly, that his difcourfes made much
lefs impreflions “upon Didymus, than
" thofe of Didymus did upon the Hearers;
refolv’d to break off thiskind of Conver-
fation, and with a ftern .Countenance, -
told the Prifoner, that ’twas high time
for him to remember, . that 'he was a
Judge, and nota Prieft; and that there-
fore, though his compaffion had hither-
to invited ‘him to employ Perfuafions,
yet now their unfuccesfulnefs oblig’d him
to declare pofitively, that he was fure:
the Gods,that heand the world worfhip’d,
were the trie-ones 3 and that -if Didy-
maus did not forthwith, acknowledge them'
to be fo, by Sacrificing to them, he
fhould quickly feel their power by being-
put to a.death, his obftinacy made him
both deferve, and appear-fond of. ’
- . Didymnus, without feeming to be at all
mov’d at this rough Language, calmly
as well as refolutely, reply’d. .

Tho’ Sir, 1 am moft ready, whenever
I am calPd to it, to Suffer for my Religi-
on, yet I would nat be thonght toexpofe.
my felf, foran obftinate Denial, to Img

. an
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and corfider, what may be objetted -a-
ﬁ’aim‘k it. We Chriftians, whatever wil-

Inefs may be mifimputed to us, are not
fo fond of Sufterings, or of our own Con-
ceits, as not to be more willing to have
them brought to the Bar, than to be con-
demn’d there for them: And perfecuted.
Opinions are things, which, as we do-
not renounce, fo we do not embrace, for
their being fuch. Nor are we fo blind
and wilful, as to reject clear Arguments,
that would both inftru& us and refcue
us too, if any fuch could be propes’d, by
the Embracers of your Religion.

This 1 fay, Sir, continues Didymus,
not to contradict what you were faying,
of yout being not a Pricft but a Judge;
bat to clear Condtency, from the impa-.
tation of Obftinacy, and declare, that if
we could fee Reafons on your fide, fitted
-to deliver us from Error, and from
death, ‘we would not be fo mad, or fo
perverfe, as to chufe rather to renounce
Life, than embrace Truth. But pardon’
me,Sir ({ubjoyns he)ifI think,that thongh
you are commiflion’d by the Supreme
Power, to bea Judge for Lifeand Death,
yet you are not conftituted by the Su-.
preme “Verity, a Judge of Truth and :
Falthood. And therefore, I take your
owning.to worfhip many Gods who, by.-

their
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their very being nmany Deities, are
fufficiently proved notto be true ones;
for a Declaration of yow Opinion, nota
Demonttration that it ought to be mine
too. If you prefs us with Arguments, we:
are ready to anfwer yours, and offer yon
ours : But when inftead of them, you
employ ¥hreats, we do not think it pro-
per to argue againft them, but to defpife
them ; fince ’tis not.our Reafon that they
Aflault, but our Conftancy. And there-
fore, give me leave to tell you, Sir, con-
cludes Didymus, that the Chrifian Religi-
on can fo fortifieand clevate the Mind,
and place it fo much above the reach of
a Political Jurisdi@ion, that 1 fhall fuf-
fer your Sentence with.far. lefs- trouble,
than you will foon or late feel, at the
1emembrance of your having pro-
nounc’dit; and you will not find it in
the power of all your executed threats,
to ruine either my Conftancy, or fo much
as my Joy.

The Judge, enrag’d, to fee his Power
thus defpis’d, and as he interpreted it,
affronted, by a Prifoner declar’d, he
would defer no longer than one hour
{which fpace he allow’d him to repent
his Errors in,) to pronounce againft
him the fatal Sentence, "and commanded
him to be immediately led to the place,

where
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where ’twas to be executed ; towards
which he himfelf intended to follow
at fome diftance :- Whether it were to
feed his cruel' Eyesiwith a- Speftacle,
whofe tragicalnefs his- revenge would
make acceptable to him; or to prevent
any Tumalt or leorders, that the
€ourage of Didymus, and the efteem
and pity it had excited in:the nume-
rous by-ftanders, might poﬁibly oc-
caf on. - - ,

' CHA®.
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CHAP. VIL

S foon as the Gentleman, that made

the paft Difcourfe, had ended it,

the juft Idea it form’d in the minds of
the hearers, and efpecially of the two
Ladies, of the fingular Piety and heroick
Courage of Didymns, made fuch an im- .
preflion on the grateful and compaflionate
Theodora, as exceedingly heightned her
refolution to refcue bim, iIf it were
poflible, and haftened her to. begin im-
mediately to attempt it. In order to
which, having obferv’d that the hearers
liften’d fo attentively to what the Rela-
tor faid, thatthey then minded nothing
elfe, fhe took that nick of time to with-
draw herfelf filently, into another room ;
and by a pair of back ftairs, convey’d her-
felf out of the houfe: Whence by in-
dire& ways (for fear of being overtaken
in the fhorteft,) fhe went with as much
haft and gladnefs, to an almoft certain
death, as others are woat to fhun and,
efcape it with.; leaving frene and. her o«
ther friends, nolefs amaz’d than troubl’d,
when fometime afterward, they pers
ceiv’d her mifling, and found all the dili~
gence they employ’d to retrieve her,
T e - fruitlefs.
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fruitlefs. For, Theodora, fearing fhe could
not long efcape the diligence of her
Purfuers, unlefs fhe haften’d to a place,
where he juftly thought they would not
follow her ; delay’d not to go dire&ly.
towards the Company, that fhe was told
attended the Prefident, in the affairs that
were tranfadting in his Court. Among
thefe Attendants, fhe had not ftaid long,
before fhe difcry’d her brave Lover,under
a ftri@ and rude Guard ; but with a look
fo manly, and fo ferene, as fhew’d, that
he deferv’d another ufage ; and was not
in the leaft daunted nor difcompos’d by
that he met with. . This moving Sight,
fo affeted the generous and compaflionate
Theodora, that tho’ in fo publick place
and manner, fhe could with {’efs reluGtancy
dye for Didymus, than fhe could plead
for him ; yet her gratitude formoeunting
her balhfulnefs, after fome confli& with-
in herfelf, the made towards the Tribu-
nal ; to which fhe found a more eafie paf-
fage than fhe expected. For, the advan-
tagioufnefs of her thape and ftature, and
gracefulne’s-of her motions, eafily pro-
doc’d for her, fuch Sentiments, in the
admiring by-ftinders, as made them
with great refpe&, give her way, and
Tet her, without diftorbance, pafs on to
the Bar.  She had but a'very little while
ftaid



of Theodora. 91

ftaid there, before the Prefidemt was
mov’d, by the concourfe of thofe whom
Curiofity and Wonder invited to gaze
on the fair ftranger, to caft his eyes on
Her ; and notwithftanding the unlikeli-
hood,that the thould a%pear there,without
having been Forcibly brought thither ; as
foon as, out of refped to his Dignity, the
had lifted up her Veil, he difcern’d that
it was fhe, by a fort of Beanty o petu-
liar, as was not eafily either to be met
with in others, or to be forgottea by
any that had ever {een it.

But, though the Judge were thus fur-
priz’d at her prefence, yet he little lefs
admir’d her Courage than her Beauty,
when, with a Face, wherein the Blufhes
of her Cheeks, and the Affurednefs of
her Looks,equally difcover’d her Modefty
and her Fearlefnefs, the told him: [
‘know, Sir, that ’tis a very nnufual thing,
for a Perfon of my Sex and Religion, to
come to this Place unfent for. But [ hope
youwill be pleas’d to confider, that, as
the Aetion is extraordinary, the Occafion
of itis fo too. For both Juftice, the Vir-
tue that you fit here to diftribute ; and
Gratitude, founded npon the higheft Ob-
‘ligations, engage me to appear before
Yyou, on the behalf of that brave Prifoner,
{at which werds fhe pointed at Didymus, ‘f

an
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ah'd prefent you the Objec, on which you

may infli¢ with Legal ' Juftice, what

ou cannot make him fuffer, without be-
ing tax’d of Cruelty. For fuppofing a
Debt to be due to the Law, yet it would
be more Severe than Juft, to profecute
the Security, now the Principal offers to
pay the Debt. He may well be look’d up-
on as my Hoftage, whom [ now come to

v
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redeem : And ’tis not, Sir, your intereft,

to decline the Exchange, fiuce by it you
will preferve a Perfon, whofe Courage,
ingag’d by his Gratitude, may do fignal
Servicein the Romdn Army. And fince
my Efcape, was all his Crime, I befeech
-you, let my furrender of my felf, obtain
#is abiBlution. ‘
~ _ Here Theodora paus’d a while, partly
torecover from the Diforder, fo unufual
and difficylt an Effort pf her Modefty had
ut her into; and partly, toobfervethe
?udgcs Countenance, npon his hearing
what fhe had faid, and, to take meafures

thence in what fhe wasfurther to fpeak. .
The Prefident in the mean time continued
filent, whether the longer to hear the.

mufick of her Voice, or becaufe fo many
Charms, as nature had crouded in her
~ Face, and fo much fadnefs, as her concern
for her Loverhad difplay’d in her Looks,
had fomewhat mollify’d him,as they might
P - - have
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ave done a Tiger. Whereupon the fair
wphiant, hoping that Ris not interrup~
'uﬁhes, proceeded from fome relenting
MMughts, refumes her Difcourfe, in
hefe terms. But if; Sir, to procure the
lifmiflion of this Gentleman, your Juftice
1ad peed to be feconded by your Cle-
nency, perhaps you never had, nor me-
fer will have, an Obje&& whofe merit
nay {o well warrant the fullelt Exercife
f it. For his Life; ever tince he bore
Arms, has been imploy’d in the Service
f his Princes, and fe rlefsly hazarded
or their Greatnefs. And the A&ion for
vhich he is now in trouble, is fo Heroick,
nd fo difinterelted an one of Courage
ind Compaflion, that in it he could fcarce -
lave any other motive, thanthe Great-
lefs of his Gexerofiryy nor other End, than
he Exercife of it. Nor need you fear,
hat your Clemency on this ~occafion -
lould introduce a bad Example ; for this
f Didymus is never like to be imitated,
or can be fo, but by Perfons too ver-
ous to be Delinqueats. And if fuch
ions be Criminal, at leaft ’tis unlikely
¢y will grow common Crimes. And
e&re Theodora, perceiving that theim
ent Didymus (now come again to him.-
:Af, after the alonifkiag forprize, this,
\dventuye gave hi lr:_iag; wasupaa the ppint
. , : to
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to interrupt her, fhe thus prevents hin
And you, brave Didymus, torbear to o
.-pofe the accomplifhment of my joft'
- fires. The courfe th.t ] now take, is
<only that I could take, to evide
-my Cratitude, and to let you fee,-
you have not exercis’d the nobleft A
_-of Generofity and Friendfhip, towa
a Perfon infenfible of the Diftates
thofe Vertues. Icould not(continues
“but he glad to be refcw’d from the Ignod
-miny of a Rape, butldid not interd t
" herobb’d of, the Glory of Suffeiing fof
Chrift ; which is alfo the only meauns l¢f
e to evince, that I Declin’d Difhenot
and nét Death, and never meant fo xr:uci
“todifoblige the World, as for the fa
of-an infignificant Maid, to deprive it
one of the moft generous of Men. ¥
have left your felf but oae way to en
creafe your paft favours, which is, ti
allow me the only real Expreffion I ca
make of my fenfeof them,and that in fu
away, as can, at moft, but make fo
little Dimihution of them, without pref
_tending to make a Retribution for thes
If therefore (concludes fhe) you will comt
pleat the Obligation you have laid on me,
by preferving tome the Coronet of Vir-
ginity;you muft not oppofe my obtaining
— thie Grown: of Martyrdom:
. " Didymu
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Didymushad need of all the Refped,
t he paid his admirable Miftrefs, to .
p. him thus long, from interrupting
lifcourfe, that tended fo little to. hig
sfaion ; and therefore fhe had no .
per put a period to it, than (witha
P figh) he told her ; Ceafe, Theadora,
fe, to plead for the continuaace of
e,that you are almoft as cruel to me, in,
s indeavouring to preferve,as you are,,
thos hazarding your ewn.And if Idurft,
t hope for,from thePrefiderit,more thap -
t¢ Imuft on this occafion, expe& from
¢;-1 hould think my felf as perfedly
etched, as (whatfoever your intentie’
s be) your proceedings are unkind.
it] am confident, our unbyas’d Judge
too impartial, not to difcernin your
ifcourfe, that the excefs of your Good-
fs, has had the chief intereft in the
anagement of your Plea the cafe a-"
wt which we differ, being in it felf fo
tar,that alone to ftate-it, is fufficient to
¢ad iton my Behalf. For I entic’'d you' .
1efeape out of Prifon, and then, at
wu peril, facilitated to you the means of
sing. fo: You leave me behind, as a
iwn to the Laws, and thefe finding me
rz)onr room, make their great Minifter,
tlore whofe Tribunal we ftand, doom:
te, for your Offence, to the Death de-

- Fe figa'8
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fign’d for your Punifbment: Which
I joyfully proffer my fif to fuffer

i3 or rather, fince you fuffer it

. me your Proxy; the illuftrious Prefu
B too well gcquainted with his Office,
need to be told, that, at lea® in Eqy

. the Swety’s Payment difcharﬁcs ;

. Principal from the Debt ; efpecially, w
he not oply proffers the Payiment, |

" mof® ecarneftly defires the accepta

of it, ay a great advantage to himy

hepe then, Great Sir, fays he (turni
himfelf to the: Prefidens, with additiog

Refped to that he had fhew’d him §

fore) that you will accept of my Life, 1

3 _ -ftead of bers, who deferves a long ¥

“happyone; and that, when my Sentt
of: demnation fhall be prono
and gladly acquiefc’d in, ‘it may. Free 51
~ Tam Condemn’d for. The love .of
g:efe,rvation is fo natural, that it cand
: made Capital, without affranting N
_ture, and punifhing .as. well what M
Are, as what the do : And thelove of N
rity and Honour does fo much. becomet

. Chaft Virgin, that the natural conf

, ;\ttenccs -of it are too Commepdable to4

. to be made Fenal. °Tis I who hat
ing defpis’d Dangers that I might eaf}
have: avoided, when *twas a Queftion #

@ an illegal thing, do yet glory in th
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rime, that am the juft and proper Ob-
¥ of the rigour of yoar fl::i And’
& Vears are yet fotender, and et Dife:
»ition fo inmocent, that finte, if e
bre err’d, it was by my perfoaions,if fhe’
b to be punifh’d, it bejn my per- -

E..'All that fhe has finge alledg'd toaps: . .

bpriate my guilt, or involve herfelf m-
5 will, I hope, by a Rosex Magiftrate '
klook’d on, as it is indeed, as.an aes
kment of her generofity,and not of her

rime. And the Remgns arc too muoch. _.

Nends to gauantry, to dl:uniﬂx in a Las
y, that ermc,a‘tfnat, ey applaud and:
Pown evenin Soldiers. . o
“Bat now, continues Didymns, I muft .

fdrefs my {elf to'you, O Theodora: And- =

k°d, all that I conld, -thoun

baft complain of, or atleaft deplore, my -
Welicity ; that ,rlhadd(m?&:’fnf!
bach lefs than I would,. for thghpnfetu

ation of fo dears Life as yours; you .

eme now to hazard it, to make mine

rd with forrow. But. granting you -
muld prevail, in the.no lefs unwelcom.
han generous Attempt, you are pleas’d -

dmake; how cruel were you, toenvy.

e at once, the two higheft Honours,

Hat my Ambition afpic’d to ; the Glory.

if Martyrdom, and that of Theodoras Re-.
ene? Had Las manyF lives as you have ver-.

F 3 tues, .
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tues, I fhould efteem them all but a chep
ranfom for afew hours of yours : Sous-.
likely I am, and ought to be, to he ¢
ther capable or defirous, of being pre-
fery’d by your faffering for my a&ions.
And therefore, Madam, ifyou think my
Jittle Services deferve fome recompence;
fince my- higheft contentments on earth,
terminate in your happinefs, there is o
other way left you to reward them, bt
the care of your own prefervation : It be
: il}g the only return that I expe or defirc
of my Services, that you will not, by
your inflexiblenefs, finally make them
fruitlefs 5 but be content to live forhis
fake, that-will rejoyce to dye for. youss.
. All the while this noble Difpute lafbed,
the Judge was, ithoﬁgh'mt'an . uncoR-
cern’d, yet a filent Hearer of it: Th
frange novelty of the conteR, and w0
lefs extraordinary generofity and’ grace-
fulnefs of the Contenders, having gives
him an attention, that kept him fromis-
-terrupting them. But. when their de-
bate had proceeded thus far; his ftem
nature, whefe a@ions had been but
fufpepded by his curiofity, prompted

~ him to teld the generous: Couple ; I know
- pot what prefumption makes you plead,
as if each of yen were the athers only
Judge, and bad the. Supreme- Authoriq;

. : . . C
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-of ‘condenming, or ahfolving you; and
T were only an unconcern’d auditor, or
‘at leaft, fite here'to ratifie the Sentence.
you fhall agree upon, betwcen your felves,

-Bot you wiil quickly find, to-your cofty.:

that the Roman Laws, and Magiftrates,
are not to be trifled with. - :
Great Sir, replies Didynmes, you muck
mifapprehend our Condud,. if you think:
your felf flighted by it: For, “twas not"
want of refpe& to your Authority, and .
Power, that made usdifconrfeaswe didy.

but a fuppofition, not injurious to you,

that you would in the exercife of that
‘Power, manifeft that you deferve it, by
tempering it with two excellent vertues,-
that beft become a Magiftrate, Equity
and Clemency. This prefumption, Sir -
-and not any difrefpe&ful one, was -that -
tpon which we proceeded in our dif< -
courfe; ftill taking it for granted, that—
“you wounld not punifh two, for that which
was indeed, but the fault of one; and-
that if either of us were, by the others~
teonfent, to fuffer ; your Equity, or your
iClemency, would prevail with you, tor
‘seléafe the other. o
Though Didymus, had worded what-
ke faid, fo cautioufly, that a difcerning
hearer might perceive, that his expref-
-lions related to-the Judges Dignity, not
Fge his..

4
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his perfon ; yet that felf-flatcery, whickis
byt too comman an attendant on Menia
Power, making the Prefidert take al
thelerefpedful words- to himfelf, made
him allow Didymns, without interrupti:
on, mTrocced in his difcourfe, and fay;
you will eafily grant, Sir, that Goodnels,
whereof Clemency is a noble part may
bring a Magiftrate, who is Heavess
Vice-gerent upon Earth, as high a Vene-
ration as Power or Greatnefs does; if
you pleafe to confider, that thofe of

our Religion, when théy would with
the moft deference fpeak of God, give
the Title of AMoff Gaed the preferenceto
that of Adoff Greas, ftyling him, as the
Criffians likewife often do, Dews Opi-,
mus maximus. Certainly, Clemency it
never more a vertye, nor lefs grudgld
3t by Juftice, than when *tis exercis'd’
towards Vertuous Perfons, by refcuing
them from the perfecutions of Fortuue,
and theugintended rigaur of the Laws.
Uay yuintended rigoury {2ys Didymus, for
1 cannot think that the Roman Legiflators
that have honor’d injar’d Chattity fo.
much i Lucreria, and encourag’d Gal’
lantry and other Vertues, by no lefs than”
‘Crowas agd Trigmphs; meant to make
the produdtions of Chaftsty, Conffancyand |

Gratityde, Criminal things. And, tho’
- _ Chrifiians,
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c&iiﬂztmx diflent from others in matters
df Religion, yet thofé moral Vertues that
were fo efte¢m’d by the Romans; 46 nok.
lofe their natute, when pl‘a&is"d
Ciffians: And thofe brave med, Whof®-
$¢ to Vertue made themt Maftersof the -

otld, did not fefuple to honowt it i
zl;exr very Enemies 5 and did it fo tmth,

en fu the moft irreconcileble of

that more thas o or two Stdtid6 Hw .

mibal were ere@eéd At Rome § 86 -
which Triumphant City "t pers Mﬁy x
kaps moré glotious; tokiave fhds- S
liotor’d himw, thati Variquifivd M, A:Mg
fure they that thought Lacreti/$Ch .
ierited’ fo many Statuey; would seR:
thinkFheodora's deferv’d a Stake of 4Scafe -
fold{ g‘hw Ladrgs a&ionsanga fildel, M-
nade fo haidous, but’ tha¥ ik W -
fons, and mildér fites, they iemtl‘ ‘
look’d ont-under 4 noﬁon ¥ty diﬂ?hdg
from shat of erimirial 6nes: But SiY, éome -
tiriucd Didymas, sddrefing Rbmifetf’ tofhé:

xdém, it & verf¥ humble ninder; i
¢ il ideds B oG up fome iy -

cﬁ'ﬁe& ‘th-appeafe the-angry Laws, I bes
el s g o TS
with-gly’ e this .

Kirdy 5. to whoiff, if your' cothpaffios: Be
mﬂz L Hop¥ ' you will no¥ wdnt! it' fof"
n-ob;k mmmxmomw o
Fsg mak§ -
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make it reafonable, but meritorious. For.
it will preferve to Anriochits faireft Or-
nament ; and a Life fo Exemplary, that
to give it an untimely period, for adli-
ons, whieh, being laudable in their owa
nature, nothing but a rigid interpreta-
tion' of the Law can make criminal,
would be to make the Laws a terror, 13-
ther to the good than to the wicked. It
would be thought inhumane to treat her.
asa delinquent, whom you may juftly
wifh your.. daughters fhould refemble;
when by the Grant of what I implore,
you, will be fure toreceive both the thinks
of her Sex, and theapplaufe of ours,and
‘what out-values both, the fatisfaction of
bhaving fav’d and eblig’d one of the moft,
admi;ablq‘l’erfbns in the world. rep :
" Dsdymms now perceiving, that the per-.
fon hey;)’i:aded or, was grqm_mg her-
felf to interrypt him § readdrefs’d him-.
fe)f to her,. and told her; do not,. Ma-.
‘dam, I befeech you, require of my obfe--.
qpionfnefs,. proofs inconfiftent with my
loyes;, and add  not to my infelicity, by,
putting me. in fo-uneafie a condition, as
mlﬁnﬂ it my duty to oppofe your defires: .
Ah ! refufe not to, oblige the world, by
eferving the moft accomplifh’d it can
zzﬂ. ry:fiv; Deny me. not the fatisfaQtion,,
hczood. k am abitious, of being; the

]
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happy-infirnment of your deliverance; -
and:then I miay fay, that I never could .,
jeftly.dye more feafonably than now,,, .
when being at the height of all my joys,,.. -
my longer life muft of neceflity give an...
thbto my felicity; fince after the Gloryy-
of having fav’d Tweedora, I hope for no-
higher on Earth, ,tian that of dying:,.
for her. Then perceiving her .ready to
renewithe Conteft, he told her (with a_..
low voice, that-the.Judge might nat hear -
him, and with a iadaefs in his looks,..
Which fhe, that knew his Courage; could. .
impute to nothing but his almoft bovnd- -
lefs concern for bes ;) Madam, though’ =
the Pxefidestsimpaticuce did not call up=--
‘on us: to concluder our. Conteftryet my <.
condition and refolution ought to put a.«
hafty period to it :- For, Madam,, 1 muft =
pofitively declare to..you, that it wounld -
be as bootlefs as cruel, for-you to think .
taprote® my- Life, by the abandoaing
of your own : Since tu owe a Lifeto thag
Gaufe, would make it:not only uneafies:
but infupportable to me, and confequent---
ly-uacapable of lafting. So.that enjoya-
g me to furvive yon, would condemn-..
me.to a Eife, which after the “lofs. of-
Yours, muft be {penty ifit could laft; in .
froitlefs deploring that kofs. Forbear.
therefose, concludes.he, | moft earneftly

befeectn
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bafeech you Madam, to exa& fudl proofs
of my Obedience, that ’tis as little in my
‘pawer to give yow, as it ought to be in
youx: will to require them ; fince for Di-
dpnxs 0 furvive Theodora, is.as great au
fmpoftibility, as it would be an uniap-
pinefl, © admirable Contef? ! where
the nable Antagonifts did not ftrive tor
Vi®ory, but Death, or endeavourd to
overcome each other, that the Vider
ight perifh for the Vanquifh’d : Where
Seji-love, the moft radical affe@ion of
hyman Nature, is facrific'd to a Love, ¢
qpally chaft and difinterefs’d : And
where Vertue makes each of the Conten-
ders, ingenioufly Solicitous to appear
Criminal, that- the Antagonift may be
treated 'as innocent. How well does. this
ceeding prove that infpir’d Sentence
tyue, that Love is Sironger than Death,

fince i this Confli®,the generous Friends, |
gtcbg?theformer, made Rivals for the
ter

- GHAPR:.

|

1
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CHAP. ‘VHL

TYHE afflited Virgin, to whom thefe

- 1 moviag things were faid, finding.
~that fhe thould. but lofe her difwafions on

. Didymus, theught fitto addrefs herfelf.
once moxe, to the Prefidenrs and with
humble Geflures, - accompany’d with
Loaks, and with a Voice, that wonld.

" . have foftes’d any that were not iovinci-

bly Obdurate, fhe told him; Though.

.» Sir, the Argoments.us’d-by this Gentle-

- man,had far-better prov’d than they have,
that, of ustwo, heis thefitteft perfonto .
be -condema’d ; yet: I hope, where you
Prefide with fo much Authority, he wilt
not fare the worfe for being generous 3
and that what he has dene, wifl be more

evalent. with. you; than what he has.
gi,d. Ever fince he was capable of bea-
riag Arms, beemploy’d them in the fer-
viceafithe Emperors; and in their Camps
chearfully follow’d,the Roman Eagles;
wherever they durft.fly :-And after his.-

‘haviag this day bazarded himfelf- fo ei -
acroufly, outof compaflian toa diftrefs’d
Virgin; what examples of gallantry may -
not be expelied from fecha Courage, ¢
g3g'd by | his&amdc,.,ulnnheﬂnﬂ%

4
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for the acqueft of Glory, and the Serviee -
of his Comntry ? If a guilty intention beé
neceflary to make an aion fo, his will
not be found to be Criminal 3 fince he did
notintend the violation of any Law, but-
to fecond, what we are told to be, the
defiga of all juft Laws; ‘which is, to pro-
teét the Innocent, andencourage Vertue.:
But. if by a rizid interpretation of the
Law,hc may be brought within the reach:
of.it; I hope-his" Mifdemeinar will not
appear fo great, but that your Clemency
may allow him all"that I bég for him,.
which is, that he may be permitted to
repair a miftake in the exercife of h's ver-.
tue, by the contimuation of thofe Services
ia the Rsman Army, w ich will be far
more ufeful to the publick than his death;
U1 h's prefent circumftances, can be. Te -
this Theodora would rperhaps liave added,
(‘though fhe could fcarce:have-done itg
without foine relu@tancy. from her mo-
defty)The things, Sir, that he has been
- pleas’d to a& and hazard for me, may per-
fuade you, that if, contrary to my pray«
ers and hopes, yoa fhoulddefign feverity -
towards him, you may more fenfibly pu-
niffr him, by my death, -than by mere
immediate inflitions on. himfelf. And .
’tis like fhe would have enforc’d herars
guments and intreaties,-for a Perfonfor -
' - , whom: a
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whom {lic was fo much and o juftly con-
cern’d, when the Prefident, vex’d to find
thif both of them fo little valu’d ,Life;
whofe deprivation was the moft formi-,
dabl¢ thing he could threaten them with,
prevented-her, by faying, with a ftern
countenance.-No, I wil]- hear no more,
kaving heard but too much already: It, .
- dges notbecome a Roman Magiltrate, to
foffer any longer with patience ;  that
Prifonersand Criminals fhould daringly,
difobey the Laws, flightall their threats,
and glory in their violation. What each
of you has faid to prove himfelf. guilty,
affords abundaat reafon.to condemn you..
both. . Wherefore, fince you cannat
agree among. your felves, I will be your
UWshpire, and give both of you what each
defires and merits. You, Obftinate Maid,
fays he, turning to Theodora, fhall dye
for having broken Prifon.. You, Difobe-
dient Soldier, fays he to Dydymus, fhall
dye for having perfuaded and further’d
her Efcape. . But to fpecifie your chiefeft
Crime, than which there needs no-other,
nor canbea greatex, you both-fhall dye -
" becaufe. you are’ Chriffians,” and.confe-..
- quently. Enemies to.the Raman Emperors, |
and the Gods that made them fo. ,
This fatal Boom being prononac’d,the. -
- Judge ovder’d she condemn’d Bnme{é .
.. L P ' L wL o
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to be taken afide, and ftrongly %uardcd’;
tift all things were in readinefs for their.
Execution : Which preparatives he gave -
orderto haffen.. Yet finding by the dif-.
contented looks, and confus’d murmurs; .
. of  the byftanders, that the Charms an
Innocence of Theodora, and the Youth,
Courage and Friendfhjp, of both the no
Iefs generous than unfortonate Prifoners,
made his Sentence be far lefs EX’d,than.
were the perfons and: behavior of thofeit:
had pafs’d upon ; declar’d, that whilfohe
was difpatching ether publick bufinefs;
he permitted any.that fhould have Chari-
ty enough to make - a- hopelefs: Attempt;
to endeavour to convert. thofe obftinate -
mifcreants :‘Adding withalan imtimation,
that even they might {peed in their fuit,if
they would feafonably, with incenfo. im.
murm&g&heA;ta% !:f the Gods, -
and implore o m, Pardon |
md‘l“msrtﬁte, as it expos’d: the gevierous
o 4 g .
Cc\;ylcto ve thrcir conffancy affadlved
by Iufidels, ambitious of e fey il
Tuftrious Perfons Frofelytey, fo i¢ gave -
them thewelcom ity, of e
changing: forme’ e with ene ane-
thel'. : : : ’ - ~
+ _ ThefeConferentces were begun ¥y Di-
Jlm;.whn&emgm%ﬂ&% :
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of final Separation from his admirable
Miftref$, could not forbesr feeling in him-
felffuch diforders, as on all other fad oc-
cafions, his great Courage had kept hith
from refenting. And this unufual com-
motion of mind, was uneafic enough to
oblige him to fay, to the fair Perfon that
occafjon’d it ; Though, Madam, the mi-
litary courfe of life I have with fome for~
wardnefs purfi’d, has accnftom’d me to
meet Death in. variety of formidable
Shapes and Drefles, without being dif-
compos’d by it ; yet when I fee the world
_goiag to be rob’d of its nobleft Ornament,
and my feif to be depriv’d of the perfon
‘I moft love and admire init; and when -
I fee this matchlefs Perfon ready to be ra-
* vif'd from us, both in the flow'r of her
age, and by theinfamous haod of an Ex-
ecutioner ; | think it were rather fupid-
nefs not to he afflited, thanany weake
nefs to be deeply fo. ,

I was,anfwer’d Theedera, fo fully fatis- -
fy’d before, of your Friendfhip and Com-
Paffion ; that this new grief of yours, as:
' “tis a very needlefs proof of them, fo ’tis
~ a very nawelcom one.  For, if I wereto
~ allow any thing to grieve me, when I am
eatring into the fulnefs of Foy, it ought
to be, that [ find your good n ture reg-.
~ ders this fcemjogly, diftrefs’d, Conditio’%-

. ) of
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f mine very uneafic- to You ; which
hrough Gods afliftance, is very little fo
> me 3 and yet will be lefs fo, if com-
ratulating rather than deploring our

fartyrdom, you will eafe me of the juft- .

ft and greateft part of my Grief,that con-

fts in being unhappily acceflory to.

ours, and feeing you necdlefly troubld
t-mine. That circumftance, adds fhe,
fmydeath,which I perceive much afflicts
ow; mightin my opinion more juftly lef-
:n, than aggravate your Sorrow. For,

look upon it rather asa Favour, than
n Infelicity, thatIam early remov’d out'
f the World, wherel fee, and fuffer,and-

which is worft of all)do, fo much Il

Fo be early refcu’d trom the Snares of a-
Jangerous and Perfecuting Age, and’

eferv’d from the E®N to come, is rather

Privilege, than a Calamity, to thofe

hat are duly fenfible, as Idefire to be,

hit one can never arrive unfeafonably
tHeaven, nor be toe early happy. And,

a this perfuafion (contivues Theodora,) |
m confirm’d by confidering, that the
‘irftof thofe who arerecorded to havere.

igioufly deccas’d, inthe old Teftament,.

nd in the new, juft Abel, and Fobn the
Juptift ; both of them dy’d young, and

serifh’d by the hands of thofe that Perfe-
ated them for. their Piety. . And even
that .
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that fpotlefs Lamb of God who did ne fim,
-but by his Satisfaction, Precepts, and Ex-
ample, takes away the fin of the World,
was facrific’d almoft in the flow’r of his
Age: So little isitan unhappinefs, or'a
mark of Gods disfavour, to efcape the
toylesand dangers of a- troublefome Na-
vigation, by being early, though by a
hoifterous Wind, blown iato. the Port,
And, if it could become a Woman to en-
courage a Heroe, 1 fhould exhiort both
you and my felf too, generous Didymus,
(continues fhe) toentertain our prefent
Condition with - Sentiments becoming
Chriftians. And, as it does not trouble
me dicédtly, fo it ought not to tronble you
-upon the fcore of fynrstfathy; that Iam fe-
- car’d from. the hazards and inconveniene
* cies of Age: But:.he pleasd to makeufe--
of that Conrage, now: at the end of your
days, that you haveconftantly exprefs'd
in the courfe of yoyrlife. And, do not,
hoefeech you, repine; either that yon or
Iy isto tall by-tti# hand ofan Executioner.
For that feeming, and but feeming Igno-
miny, was the'lot both of our Saviour’s
immediate Harbinge:, and of our Savioue.
himfelt. And, when we. confider fox.
whom, and forwhat we fuffer; we may
find reafon enough to aflume the fenti- .
ments of the Apoftles, :whO,.__af;ch\a;;ng‘.
. cn .
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been mifus’d by the Jewifh Council, wem?

fromtheir prefence. ‘;iqmg,tbnr
Ais 5.41. they bad bren ¢ warthy 1

Suffer for His ume for whom-
we are going to fuffer and the like things.
For, D-?mu:, Gods gracious Previdence-
has not left us to perith, by ling’ring or
tormenting chkncfs, or troublefom Old:
Age; nor yet for fome common Caufe,or
fome upimportant Eod. Botall in ovr
fate isnoble: And whattoothers.is meer
Death, adebt due to Nature, or the pe-
nifbment of Sia, tousis Martyrdom, the
nobleft a& of Chriftianity, and ﬁlonlﬂ:
way to Everlafting G

A Difcourfe that reli ’dfomndlm .

of a Martyr than of 2 Virgin, gave
mns & vife to continne aConve?ﬁ‘mn,

which he found himfelf as well aflifted, as.
charm’d ; and therefore the fe-

renity of his Miftrefles looks, httlc' A

inferiour to the beau of her facc,
remembring what ia s fhe had that:
day given of an altogether extraordinary
Piety and Courage; was, by the fenti-
ments thefe refletioas produc’d in him,

prompted to tell her: I thould be ;uﬂ:ly

inconfolable, Madam, to fee my felf and

the world, upon the point of being de-.
priv’d of fo admirable a Perfon, asThee~.
dorahas, by this daysvmous Tryals,ma-.
: _ nifefted-
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nifefted Her felf tobe;, if I weére not con-

fident, that my Lofs will be as thort as

great; and that in the State we are now
eatring upon, I fhall beallow’d what ap-
proaching Death will deny me in this,and
fhall fiad in Heaven the endearing happi-

nefs of cenverfing with Her more freely, -

than our Perfecutions and Her Referved-
nefs would here permit. For‘Madem,
(continues He) I am Friend enough te my.
own Felicity, to believe afluredly, that

- thofe who fhall be happy enough to meet.

in Heaven, will know oneanother there,
and have their joys hightied by the re-
membrance of whit paft between them
upon Earth, For in the bleft State we
are haftening te, our Faculties, and con-
fequently our memory, will not only be
gratify’d with Suitable Objeéts, but be
improv’d by enlarg’d Capacities. And
-even ina condition fhort of that we this
day expect; mens knowledge has been
advanc’d, at leaft as much as is neceflary
-for our knowing one another, without
the helps that are ordinarily requifite to-
‘make us do fo. As foon as €ver Adam
faw Eve, he could confidently {ay of her,

' that fli mas beme.of bis bone, ‘and fio of bis.

flefb. When Noah awak’d troni°husSleep,
“be could tell that during his fleep,. his
_youager Son had behav’d himfelf xrmv?-

N ’ reatly
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rently towards him. When our Saviowr
was transfigur’d on M. 7 abesr, the three
chos’n difciples that attended
Mat.11.4. him prefently knew Mofesand
Luk.9.31. Elias, whom they had néver
feen before, in fpite of the Dif-
guife that the Glory theyapreard in put
‘upon them. St. Psxl tells his
1 Thef- 2. Theffalonians, they fhall be his
19, 20. joy and crown, befure their
common Lord at h's appea-
ring: To the truth of which it feems
requifite, that both the Preachersand the
Couverts fhall be quickly known at that
great appearance, and Affemkly of the firft
born, whofe names are written in Heaven 3
and confequently, that men there fhall
know one another. Our Divine Redee-
mer, continues Didyn:xs, teacies us, that
there is Joy in the prefence of the holy.
Angcls over a repenting Sinner ; which
argues, that whether they know ‘of his
Converfion in 4 more intuitive way, or
by the information ‘of thofe Angels, that
are fometimes fent Yo this lower world
about human affairs, they yet have a
knowledge of particular perfons, and
take notice of particular things that con-
cern them. ' ‘And, ‘which makes exceed-
ingly for my prefent purpofe, he clfe
where introduces Abrabam in Paradice,
calling
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..calling upon the uncharitable Rich Man,
to remember what his own and Laruss
diffzring  States ‘had been upH “Earth:;
and,whiclris yet more,to fhew that even'in
the place of utter Darkneis and Torment,
the Memory of paft'things and perfonsis
not obliterated ; the Rich Manis intro-
duc’d, as remembring not only Lazaras,
but his own five Brothers, and their dan-
gerons Condition. - : :
-~ The panfe that Didymus made, after
thefec words, invited Theodorato tell him:
Since, genevous Didymus, t have obferv’d
our foundeit Teachers to be of differing
opinious about the Subje@ of your Dif-
courfe, and that they do not look upo.1
it as an Article of Faith, either that the
Bleffed do, or that they do not, know

one anotherin Heaven; [ prefume I may

* beallow’d to think,that if they do (which

I know is the moft receiv’d Opinion) they

do it in likelihood with cther featiments

than we commonly imagine. For, when
the beloved Difciple teaches, that,though
we be bere the Children of God, it dees nor
yet appear what we fball be 5 and adds only
in general, that, when onr Savionr, or that

Blefs’d State, fball be manifefted, we fhall’

be like Him : When, 11ay, I'refle® on -

this, and fome things of the fame import;

1 am prone to fear;that we judge too mucl;_ '

4 o



116 | The Martyrdom

of our future glorious State, by wrong
meafures, taken from our prefent frail
and mean'Condition. And I amapt to
think, that we muft ftay till we come to
Heaven, before we fhall frame Ideas fui-
table to the Prerogatives of its Blefs’d In-
habitants. I think our Notions will thea
be rais’d, as well as our Duft, and our
Love, and other Affections, will be trans-
figur’d, as.well as our Bodics. If we know
one another, though our mmtual Love
may perhaps be greater than it ever was
on Earth, yet it will not be upon the for-
mer Accounts ; but will be as well better
grounded, as better regulated. That ex-
ternal Beauty, purfues the fair Speaker,
that hereis fo much doted on and over-
valued, will there be found fo. much in-
feriour to that of every Glorify’d Body,
that the difterence and degrees of it will
be very inconfiderable, and unable to
make differing impreflions on thofe that
fhall rememter them: As the refulgent
- {plendor of the Sun obfcures all the Stars,
and keeps our eyes from being any more
affeted by the greateft and brighteft,than
‘byany of the reft. So that our kindrefs
to one another will be very little groua-
ded vpon Exteraal- Qualities, which wilk
there affe® us far lefs, than our being
nearly related to our common Lord jour
refemblance
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refemblance to whom will be the chief, as
well as juiteft Ground of our mutual
efteem and affe®ion. When Children
of the fame Parents have been early- par-
ted, and long bred in diftant places ;
though when they -are grown men and
women, they chance to meet again, ’tis
obferv’d, that atfirft they know not-one
another any more than meer ftrangers :
aud when they are inform’d of their Re-
lation, ’tis' not the little accidénts that
bappen’d to them at play ; nor fome fea-
tures, that perhaps plead’d one of them
In the others Face, but are now very much
chang’d by Time and Growth ; that pro-
duce their-new kindnefs ; but the know-
ledge that they-are Children of the fame
Father, and their finding in éach other
perfonal qualities, fit to adorn their pre-
fent- State, 'and thereby to challenge
kindnefs and efteem. And if fome years
abfence can produce fo great a Change,
as to make our neareft Relations unknows
ableby us ; and ‘make us look with pity,
on the fondneffes that trifles producd in
us inour infancy : What Changes, may
we think, muft be made on thofe that con~

vers’d together upon Earth, when after-

Dumerous ages, they fhall meet in ‘Hea-
ven, with minds as much chang’d and

Mprov’d as their bodies will then be?

G Shall

i1
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Shall-we not by ‘the grounds of a vertu-
_.ous Complacency, be more affe@ed and

" .united, than we are now by natural Re-
lations, or by external Beanty ; and thofe
otheér trifles chat here produce the great-
tit Fondnefles.

But Thesdora (anfwers the furprizd
~Didymus)can you be fo rigid as to think,
.that pureand vertuous-Affections cannot

‘be-adinitted into Heaven ; fince the Scrip-
ture informs us, thatnot only Joyand.
Defire are to be found even amoag the
Angels, (who are faid to rejoyce ata
finner’s Converfion, and defire to pry in-
to the Myfteries of our Religion) but Care
and Adtings for oppofite Ends;.(as whea
the Angelof Perfia withftood
Dan.10.13. Michael, and the Angel that
talk’d to Damiel)

1 do not abfolutely deny, Theodora ve-

lies, that the Bleffed know one ansther

in Heaven. And, fays fhe, with a light
change of colour, I am fo farinclin’d to
believe it is true, as, for Didymus’s fake,
to with itfo. Bat, as Ilately told you, |
am not apt to think, the Seatiments oc-
cafion'd by that knowledge, will be fuch

- as molt menimagine. Befides thofe Rea-
fons that you have ingenioufly laid toge-
ther, I think your perfuafion of the Saints
mutual knowledge the more probable,be-
- caufe
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~ caufe it feems not readily conceivablehow
" at the %'grcat Day of Judgmeat, the Ju-
~ fticeof God,.in rewardingand punithing

particular Vertues and Crimes, can be
" manifefted to-the world, without difco-
. vering the Perfons by whom they were
~perform’d : Since Perfonal Circumftances
do very much alter the nature -of moral
A8ions. And fince the happy refidents
+in heav’n, will have an eternity allowd
them to converfe with onc anotherin 3
_it feems highly probable, that in their
varions Conferences, they will meet with,
_ at leaft fometime or other,> occafioas,that
by lefs fagacity then their enlightied
- minds will then beendow’d with, may be
improv’d to the difcovery of the Perfons
they were formerly acquainted with. But
on the other fide (continnes Theodoraiwe
fhall have fuch nobleand charming Entex-
tainments to employ our attention,as will
engrofs it from the little and defpicahle
" Ohjeds, (as we fhall then think them)
* that now amufe or bafie us ; as when we
behold fuch a pompous Sdlemnity as a
_-Reman Triumph, the variety of fplendid
and magnificeut Objelts, that Succeflively
' ?refmt themfelve;}o our view, pggkc-us
" foitent uponthofe furprizing Spe@ac!
that .ev;n the nsaieﬂ: and deareft Rcla%
rons, though .perhaps gaziagat the fame
gh pert e Bazing

4
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Bight, out of the fame windows, are apt
. to forget one another. And (continues
fhe) even when the Saints a&tually know
and remember one another, they may
Jove and converfe, upon terms very dif-
fering from thole, that were fuitable to
their mortal Condition. Yes, Didymas,
(adds the) Asthere will be no fich diffe- -
rence of Ages and Sexes, in Heaven, as
-there areon Earth ; finceall fhall there
be litke the Angels, and have Eed es com—
form’d to the Glovious Body of their Re-
deemer :  So, the Rational Friendfhips,
- that will be pradlis’d in that happy P’lace,
will receive their meafures from the new
and perfonal Excellencies of the Friends ;
from their being Rivals in the love of
Gbd ; and from their differing degrees
of refemblance to Him, that is the Brigh,-
" mefs of bis Glory, and the expre(s Image of
His Perfon. But, concludes Theodora,we
-need not-{pend more time in difcourfing
¢rvieGurally about Queftions, wherein
-the Change, we are now-going to make,
‘will foon bring us teo be refolvd. And
in the mean time, we may well reft fatis-
fy’d, with this affurance, That, fince Hea-
ven is a Place, or State, where we fhall
be Blefs'd with the Fulnefs of Soy 5
-to know and- converfe with each other,
-will ‘be there found, -either a part of
S s S our
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<our Felicity, or not neceffary to it.
CHAP. IX.

V Hilft Didymus and his excel-

lent Miftrefs, ftood waiting,
till the infamous Minilters ‘of the Prefi-
dents Cruelty, had prepar’d all things re-
quifite to the Execution of his barbarous
Sentence ; among thofe many: Roman
Soldiers that were affembled there, tobe
fpe@ators of the approaching Tragedy,
an Officer, whom his own Gallantry had
frongly inclin’d fo fympathize ‘witha
Perfon, 'in whom he faw that Quality fo
Eminent, thought himfelf oblig’d to at-
tempt the difwading him, from perfifting
In fo fatal a Refolution as he hud taken.
Wheretore, approaching <our Martyr,
with very obliging looks and geftures,
and drawing him afide, The Gods, fays
hé, can bear me witnefs, generous
Youth, that ’tis not without fome a-:
mdzement, and more trouble, than a-
ny afRi&ion of my own has been woant to
give me; that I fee the Pofleflfor of fo-
much Gallantry, upen the point to be
deftroy’d by an unhappy Conftancy,
which, though in other cafes a vertue,
muft, being exercis’d againft the Gods,

. G 3. become
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became aCrime, And therefore; kcan- .
not but ardently wifh, that after having
fhewn fo much Patience and Courage,
you would at Fength exprefs your Pru- -
dence too, by letting your felf be per-
{waded to 2 Compliance, that may ref- |
gﬁ::a you. at once from Impiety and from

. Anadvice, anfwers D: , that, is-
propor’d with {o much kindnefS and;- ci-
wility, and yet pre(s’d but by fuch un-
fatisfying Realgns, does juftly deferve my
thanks for i§, but not my compliance-
with.it. For the Argument you bring a-
gamit my Conftancy to the Truth, isone.
1y, that my Eerﬁ,ﬁmg in it will cot me
_my Life; which is a proof indeed, that
she Religion I profefs, will lead me ipta -
Danger, but pons at all, thatit has mified
me inte Egror. o
"Tis altoggther extrinfick and.acciden-
tal to a Religions being true or falfe,
that its Embeacers happen to be ene
«courzg’d by Prefermeénts, or expos’d to
Perfecutions. Fear is but an ill nfel-
lor in mattess of Religion,, unlefs it be.
the feay of chufing a bad one, or living:
vawerthy of a good one He deferves
not the Blefling of baving made a good -
- cheice amoag Religlons, that does more
- fegk in his chaice, the C,gnacerngpntshof
‘ : ” is
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his Life, shan of his Soul, Aad as. ’tis
onlgfer its being, the tyne one; that we:
fRould. make choice of ous Religipn: So-
hixing ence chefgn it, nething fhould
make wedefert it, but a convidion of its
being exrogcons, and cenfequently of its,
wanting that Truth, whofe appgarange
made us embrace 4L If therefore, you
cair fhew me; that the Chriffian Religion:
is falfe, or that yours is better ; I am-npt
foin love:with: wandring, aste.ge.on in
awroag way, becan(s 1 once hawve, by
- weakneks or misfostune, been milled: into
it. But if your Asgumegss. be bat me~
Daces,. or. any thipg that is of that fort,
whichcan oaly manifeft, thatthe power
15.0n your fide, but do not at all evince,
that the trath is not on miae; 1 mukt
lopk upon what -you urge, as snot. de-- -
ferving to be comply’d with, but con--
temm’d. And if it were not my cuftom ne-
.Ver to take any thing ill, that I thigk is.
meant well, 1 fhould efieem my faif gov a -
listleinjur’d, by the argnment you em-
Spgk»y tof make f::e ael:_andm:i Cl;gﬁm '

Ince, if a perfor lefs civil a
had made ufe of it, I fhould conclude, .
that he muft fuppofc me a Coward, ja.
hope, by fuch perfwafions to make a.
Prafelyte. And though I were lefs af- .

* for'd thag L.am, of the Truth of the, Rev. -

a G 4 ligion
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- ligion T have always own’d ; yet would |
not for all the world, on this occafion,
by profefling yours, defert it: Leaft by -
forfaking it, when 1 am threaten’d for -
fticking to it; I fhould procur my felf
a difquieting temptation to fufped, that
1did not deal fincerely and impartially -
in chufing a Religion; fince I made
choice of one, that I judg’d not worthy
to be dy’d for. : '
You miftake my-intentions, Generous
Didymus, replies the Roman, if you think
I pretended to fright you into Apoftacy::
my Vertue would- as little alow me to
have fo unworthy a defign; as your -
Courage would permit a_hope, that it
fhould be fuccesful. But looking upon my
felf, as having made a right choice in that
worfhip of the'Gods, Imake profeflion
of,- I could not think it-injarious to' you,
to perfwade: you, rather to Live in the
profeffion of a true Religion, than to Dye
for that of a filfeone. And fince my con-
cerns for your fafety, and the little time
you-have to deliberate, oblige me to
fpeak freely to you ; I cannot but won-
der, thata Perfon thath.th tourted Ho-
ner at the rate you have done,thould lofe -
himfelf, for One, whom the moft Sa-
cred Perfons of hisown Nation, crucifi:
ed as a Malefaor ; and who has been fo-
: . - iu_
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ill natur’d, as to invite. his Followers,
baeth by exprefs words, and by the nature
of the Religion hc fram’d, which could .
not but be Perfecuted, to involve them-
felves with him: in the like. unhappy
fate. e -
The Notions (r¢plies Didymus, fome- .
what nettled at this Difcourfe) that Ido-
laters frame to themfelves, of the nature
the Chriftian Religion, ‘are commonly
as-erroneous, asthe ways they take to.
confute it, ark improper, and inhumane:
And they are u{ually.no lefs mifinform’d -
about the Groundsand Myfteries of onr
Religio, than they are miftaken about
the ObjeQs of their own Adorations.,
"Tis true, that the'Divine Perfon Laderz,
being fent from God his Father, to ‘be.
the great Prophet-and Reformer of the:
World, did, wich a Prophetick Freedom,
as well as Authority, fharply rebuke the
Superftitions of the Jewifh: Scribes and
Pharifees, among whom he convers'd ;
and did .not more pnmask their Hypo-
crifie, aad reproach. their Pra&ices, by
the Light of . his Do&rine, than by the.
hining actions of a moft exemplary .and
unblemifh’d Life. . And his Holinefs ha-
ving . exafperated thefe impious Hypo-
crites, that found -their -Authority un-
dermin’d, and thein Perfons diféredgg;gl
- Gs. - by



116 The Mirtyrdém-

‘byhinr: As their malice was too greaty
not to' attempt the Deffro@tion of  fuck
att Fnemy ; {o his Conftancy was teo
great, to - fuffer bimvy to deckine the
greateft dangers, by declining to perfifk.
in thewonted exercife of his Vertness
whereby Me thus became expos’d to a '
Death, whichheforefaw, and frequeatly
foterold, and which he aifo willingly
undertwent, to procure Everlafting Life,
for thofe who fovld believe in him, and
ftrive to imitate him.

And that his Deatk, wherevnto ke
fobmitted: ta expiate the fins of erhers,
wias notinfli®ted onhim for his owr, was
evident, by his being abfolv’d, not only

_ by the very Judge, to whom a Criminal
feear of his Acculers indicted the Sentence
he prohounc®d againft him, but by that
Stupreme and Infallible Judge, God bim-
fiif ; who declar’d by aftonifting Pro-
digies, both in Heaven and Earth, how
much. he was difpleas’d with thofe, that

ut his Son to Death; and by raifing
Kim from the Dead within three days, to
an Immortal Life, proclaim’d how dear
he was to him, and gave him Power, to-
make his Folowers Partakers of that
glorious condition he himfelf was ad-
vanc’d to. So that (continues Didymms):
$hofe Champions of his, _M,hﬁﬂvcn&h-
- ' ’ es:



of Theodora, =~ 1147
fifestofhzle out. from the reft of his
Followers, and ealt to Martyrdom, have

reafon enongh to Jook uwpon that Call,. -
as an invaluable Honour, and a Privis- -
-ledge : Since, as they are thereby made

.more conformable to him, in chearfuily
dying for Truth and Conftancy ; fo they
wril %e made more plentiful thgrers in
.thofe ineftimable advantages, that his

own meritorious Martyrdom p g N

him. Yes, for thofe to whom he vouch-

fafes the Power and Honour of Suffering
for Him, and of imitating him, for the.
intereft of Truth and Piety ; he does not”

only referve fuch future Recompences, .

to crown their Love and Fidelity, but of-
- tén gives them here fuch happy foretafts)
ina perfect-affurance of 1t, that I caanot.
but look upon ity as a v:ft acceffion.to
that immenfe Love, that nrade hint dye.
for us, that he calls and inabies us ta dye
for oy o :

- Pconfefs (Pidymus adds in purfhit of’
~ his Difcourfe ) that, as ke took wpoir hint
- the form of a Man, fo:he fuﬂ&(o&:i‘mfdf
"~ ® beus’d as good Men too often are’ .
* But his: miraculous.power and-goodnef,
fufficiently proclaim’d, that e was oot
thrown down from Heavento- Eqrth; ax
" your Vikear is faid so kave been; but
that he defeendied: from Heaven, m'nﬁictv‘
. . n
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Men live an heavenly life:- Nor did- he;
like maay of your Deities, efpecially your
Fmpiter, affome an humane fhape, to do
altions below the digpity of humane
Nature ;- but-he taught Mer a Do&rine,.
worthy,. as well as likely, to be brought.
from Heaven; and gave them an exem-
plary life, whofe imitation would fit;
them to be tranflated thither : And then
fubmitted to the Torments and Infamy
of the Crofs, to purchafe for his fol-
lowers, by his Death, that heavenly con-
dition, for which he had qualified them,
by his Spirit and his Life.’ '

The Roman Officer, not yet quite dif-
conrag’d, by the unfuccesfulnefs he had
hitherto met- with in his attempt, re-
folv’d to profecute it yet further, by fay-
ipg : The fame reafon, that fomewhat
leflens. my wonder at your defpifing.
Death, for your erroneous Religion, en-
creafes my admiration ay yonr bacen-
cernednefs, to-avoid the kiad of Death

_thatthreatens your obftinacy. For though
the ipgg. ofglory, may invite a gallant
Maxa Like Djdymusy to part with his life
for the attainment of it; yet that f3me he-
raick paffion, ought to make "thofe it
poflefles, more apprehenfive than others .
of thof¢ Extremities,” wherein. Death is,
agcompapy’d with . Infamy, anpd. made,

s en . iuﬁ:ly
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juftly terrible with ignominious Circum-
ftances ; of which, none can be more dif>
graceful, than the receiving it at the
* bafe hand cf a common Executioner.
The Weaknefs and Examples of your.
‘Gds (replies Didymus) have too. much
feduced you, to make Eftimates of Good
and Evil, by thofe popular and pitiful
- meafures, that I cannot but think very
unworthy to be acquiefc’d in by a Chri<
flian ; who, tomerit that Title, muft be
fomewhat more than an ordiniry Man.
We judge of good and evil Ations, by
the Laws of God, and right Reafon, not
by thofe of Men in Power. And therefore
do not think, that Conftancy ceafes.te be
a.Vertue, and confequently an.honour-
‘able, not a difgraqgful -quality, becaufe
. -legal Tyrants will call it Obftinacy,. and
condemn Men for it, to" the famc Pu-
nifhments that are allotted to difhonour-
able A&ions, The refpe® our Religion
cammands us to pay to.a Civil Magi-
firate, though a. Perfecutor, permits us
not by force torefift his unjuft Sentences.
Bat this Submiffion of ours, does not at
all keep his Sentences from being unjuft,
nor forbid us to think them fo ; and con-
fequently leaves us the ineftimable fatis-
fa&ion of our Confciences, that inward-
1y abfolve us, when outward Judges con--
: demn.
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demnus. And for proof of this, you can< -
net but have taken notice, that, where- -

a3 truly Criminal Perfons being confci-
ous of their own Guilt, either deny what

they are accufed of, or endeavour by all -

means, to palliate it, and to aveid the

being condemnd for it. We Chriftians, -

on the contrary, do not only Confefs
what you calta Crime, but Glory in It
and do - not deprecate the fate, that at-
tends ourConftancy. Nor can. it frighe
uvs fromundergoing Death, fora glori-

ous Caufe, that we muft receive it from.

an InfamousHand. For that by which we-

eftimate, it is, the quality of the a&ion
that procures it, not thecondition of him
that is employ’d to infli&t it: And, fo
we can coufider with joy, for what, we

are net much troubled to fee, Sy whons, jt.
is that we fuffer ;- beiug fatisfied, thar

the Executioners hand may deftroy a Ma-
Iefaftor, but cannot make onec; and if

the Caufe that bringsa Man to the Seaf- |

fold, be not culpable, the plzce canret:
make the Death that is there fuffered, in-
famous: Nay, and if  Vertue leads him
thither, the Inftruments of Ms Death,
cannot keep it from being Gloriens:; finee
this demonilrates the Sufférers mifhaken
Conftancy to be infuperable, not only
by Deathy, but by that whick many kave

embrac’d-
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embrac’d Deatti ta hun, the Contempt
of the generality of Men. Yeur gallant:
Ronran Commander {dreslius Regalus) is-

mruch lefs remembred and.celebrated, for -

- ‘alt his Military Exploits and Attempts,

than for the Cruel Death he {uffer’d, by
order of. the €arshaginians, to whomn, ins
performance of a Promife, be yiclded:
" himfelf up, with expe&ation of fome
foch barbavouws tHage as he met with.

And-fure, as a fubmiflion to Indignities, -

veas aduty not meanly glorieus-in bim,.
to fhun the breaking of his Word to his-
Enemies ; tkhe hkebr_eﬁgngtk}n, o’fJ them~
felves, wilt not, by unbyaf’d Judges,
be thomght an L&ia difhonourable ia

Chriftians, to prevent the violation of -

their Faith, folemnly given, not to a.

Savage Boemy, but to a Divine Friend,;
who has already, without any obligati~.

on te do it, fuffered mare thame for them,
than the fublimity of bis. coadition leaveg
it poffible for them to {uffer for him. And
theugh that Greek Philofopher, Socrates,
whom your own Oracles, with more of

" "Fruth than they are wontto be guilty of,
ounc’d the wifeft of Men, was by

is own FeBow-Citizens condemn’d to
die by Poyfon, brought thim by the.hand

of an Executioner : Ter, fince that Sen.-

tence was, 8ot occafioned by bis Cri:nbes;
. - ut

4l
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Bt his Vertues, the deadly draught did:
not deftroy his Fame with his Life ; and
poyfon’d not his Reputation, which is- |
extremely heightned, but that of his Ac-
cufers, and his Judges; whom after
Ages have look’d upon, as worfe Cri-
minals than ever they Condemed, and
more unworthy Perfons, than thofe-
they employed to execute their Sentence.
And for my part {continues- Di?mm)
fome paffiges of our facred Records en-
courage me to expedt, that,if a Pofthume:
Fame be fuch a Blefling, as many ima-
gine, the Indignities we fuffer now, will
hereafter procure it us,. For I cannot
but hope, and methinks I-forefee, that.
_the Roman Eagles will one day ftoop to
- the Crofs of Chrift: And the Temples.
of your Falfe Deities, will be confecrated
to the Service of the True God. The
Sword of the Civil Magiftrate, which is.
now the great and only fuccefsful Argu-
~ment on your fide, will be thén in
Chriftian bands, which I with may
never employ it againft your Religion,
- whofe ruine will not require-the alive -
oppofition of Power, but the bare
withdrawing of it preferving Sup-
port. And thén pofterity, more en.
lightned and more juft, will read the Hi-

ftory of thofe Deftroyers of the Baptized
{which
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{which is, at leaft, the innocenter) Yo
part of Mankind, _with the fime re-.
fentments, with which they will read
the havocks made by Wars, Plagues,
Maffacres, and other publick Calami-.
ties. ' o

CHAP.
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CHAP. X |

§ Helc Replies of Didymus mada am
. end of convincing the Perfon, that - |
occafion’d them, that our Martyrs refo- -
lution was not to be fhaken, cither by
threats or perfwafions. '
. But yet the officious Roman, cherifhing -
fome hope, that, if Didymus fhould fee .

his Miftrefs ready to-be kil’d by an infa-~
mous hand ; that Beauty, which had
conquered his heart, would foften it,
and thereby make it capable of relenting:
impreflions: thought fit to make him one
addrefs more, and tell him; It is not
without extreme regret; that I'fee your-
inflexible obftinacy defeat all my ene .
deavours to procur - your. fafety.. But :
though your miftaken gallantry, may:
make you think it unhandfom in a Sel-"
dier, to difclaim a threatned opinion,
that he once adher’d to, left the change -
frontd be “imrputed to Fear or Levity 3:
~ yet1hopeyou will not think, that the
ftri& rules of that deftruive Gallantry,
ought to,oblige a young Lady, in whofe:
Sex, Ceurage Is, at leaft, an unrequir-
ed, if not an altogether improper, Vers.
tue. And therefore, I hope you will fl;l;}t—";{,

: refufe:
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fule to fecand, my. Endeavovﬁ to psr-
fiiade her, not to threw herfelfans of a
World, of whofe grandeurs. and plea-
firres, hen tranfcendent, Beauty prommifes
her an extraordinary lhare, aswell asher
Youth fits her to relih them perfedly,.
and enjoy them long.

Didymus, though at firfk me.&W hag. fie-
priz’dat this mation, took na long time -
to return anfwer, by faying, & confefs,
I capngt partake of the trouble you are.
pleas’d to exprefs,, for the not; prevailing
of y.om: Endeawours to alter; my Inti-..

For thougbl;lthe advife you preS’d
upoa. me, waso xg;ng in yonm give,
yg?u: would, haxe been Cumiml for me

to take it,

rencetoThesdma, L ..
cus'd from making, mg-felf accalfory 1.
yourdeﬁgnefmnptmghr. For i mny
opiniga, he that. folicites another, to
what he belieweth-2 Crime, doth become
guilty of ene ; fo-that, asto. what.con-
cerns 'I‘hadam, withous beingat.alk fure:
of (akiag hex Vertue,. I {hould moft cer-
tainly tuine my own ianocence. Yetl -
cannot. thiak (fays the Reomer, intgrrupt-.
ing him,) but if you would enforce my
pexfuafions with yowrs, the Interelt you
have in, hgr, would prewail to make t?\er
rather.
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rather accept of Life, than deny a - Per~ .
fon, that fhe owes fo much to; and does.
not lefs highly, than juftly, value.

If (replies Didymus)1 fliould yield to.
ufe fo Criminal means, asto give her an.
Example of the Apoftacy, you would "
have me invite her to; the attempt wounld"
be lefsimprobable: But for me to per-
fuade her to-what I am juft going to give-
a convincing proof, thatI believe to be
worfethan Deith ; would make her both
hate me, and defpife me. And to con--
vince you, that fuch a Motion as you
would have me make, would lofe me ait*
the fhare 1 may haveia her good opini-
on ; I willdare to own to you, that if
Ithought her capable, I fay not of endea<
vouring to feduce me, but of being fe-
duced by me, my efteem of her would al-
ter upon her change : And though I
could not deny my wonder to fo rare &
Mafter-piece of Nature, as is her vifible
part; yet there would be a vaftdifference
betwixt a meer-admiration of external
Beauty, which muft become the Trophy
of Age or Death, and that high venera-
tion, that I now pay to that admirable-
Perfon’ intrinfick Worth, and uncon--
" querable Vertue. ’

Nor fhould you doubt (continues D;s-.
dymus) of the Entertainment, that fuch

. a.

P
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a Piety as hers, would give fuch a Moti-
on asgou would have me make ; fince it
would jultly give her a higher refent.
meat of my folicitations, than of all the -
importunities of her Heathen Perfecutors:
for thefe do but advife her to decline
‘Danger, by embracing what they think
‘Truth; whereas that which you would
‘have meto perfwade.her to, is, to pur-
chafe her fafety, by renouncing, what 7,
-as well as Ske, kiow to'be Truth: And
-1 doubt not, that fuch a proceeding
-would fo highly offcnd her, as to enable
her, by a bare Pardon, to acquit herfelf
of thofe Refpects and Services of miue,
to which yoffibly a Perfon ‘of her good-
nels vouchfafes fome Title to her grati-
tude. - :
There is (replics the Roman) fo gre.t
-adifference betwixt the cafe of a refolv’d
. Soldier, that thinks himfelf in point of
" Reputation engag’d not to retreat, and
that of a young Lady, from whom no
Refolutenefs, much lefs Obftinacy, can
be expetted, that I muft yet think, our
joynt perfwafions, though unaffifted by
your Example, would with-hold her
from Death, now fheis near enough to
itto fee the horrorsof it. 4
Nay (rejoyns Didymus)1 did not {peak
-what-I bave been faying about my own
- - averfoef§,

s
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averfnefs, that T might-hinder you frw
-trying youor Fortune, if you think i
“with Theodors’s Vertue. I do not esv
trer Conftancy { whofe faccefles have bee
hitherto no fewer than its tryals)
‘Honour of gainiag more than one Vid
1y, inone day. But what I have be
faying, was, to give you one reafon, ¢
my reﬁxﬁng to joyn with you in yos
propos’d attempt : againft which I fha
now offer.this other reafon, that I-thin
it little lefs than impoffibleit fhould fuc
ceed. For I'thought I had already fatishi
ed you, that as'to my intereft in Theod:
ra, if it were much greater, than you
for want of knowing rs both, imagine
fo great a mifimployment of it, woul
make me juftly forfeit it; and gerfwaﬁ
ons that would fednce her to Apoftacy
inftead of making her follow the Advict
‘would make her but deteft the Advife:
And as to the hopes, you ground on he
feeing herfeifuPon the point of paflin
-out of the World 5 let me tell you, tha
the fevere Exercifes, to which her firi¢
Piety hathlong accuftomed her, have.f
difingaged her affeCtions from tempora
things, that being already .mortified ¢
the pleafures and vanitiesof the Workd
‘Death can now do no more, but free he
from the troubles.and perfecutiors of it
Sh
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pSbe hatirewrployed a grest-partofher life,
tin preparing herlf to part with-it joy-
~fally, when-ever Nature ot Vertue fhall
| fequirerit ; and frewill find it very etfie
rtolayitdown for Religion, now fhe is
pin a {uffering Condition, when-in -her
pmoft flourithing one, fhe fonnd it enoagh
t to wean her from the love of the prefent
plife, ‘that'it detained her. from the next.
| Great Vertues, fuch as bers, are like
i-great Rivers, which, the nearer they
;come to the Sea, where they are te end
. their courfe, the greater they are wont
xto grow, and the more difficolt the
; ftream is to be withftood or hinder’d from
its:progrefs. Theodora now looks upon
; herfelf, as baving but one ftep more to
. make, to reachthat Crown fthe hath done
. and fuffer’d fo much for : And that glo-
+ rhous Objedt, viewed at fo near a diftance,
1 fo ravithes and fo poffefits her Eyes, that
¢ fhe will 'doubtléfs either not fee, or not
p regard, any thing that would hinder or
t retard her taking poflefkon of it.

¢ Herethe Romsn Officer, fomewhat im-
5. patient at .Didymws’s Difcourfe, would
lsno longer forbear interruptingit, by tel-
pding him., To-hear you fpeak, onewould
,'imagine, that yyouare not talking of

r young-Lady, ‘butof fome ancient Heroe,
. that had been long accuftom’d to dacfpilfe
.. : the
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the Frowns of Fortune, and keep himfelf '

.from over-valuing her fmiles,

Heroick Vertue (replies Didymus).

does as little know Sexes, as doth the Soul
wherein it.properly refides. A habitude

cannot always be Effential to the Nature.
of an Heroick A&ion: Since the firft of

that kiad that-one does, is not the con-
fequent, but the beginning, of a habi-
tude: And a fincere and fettled refolu-
tion to be highly vertuous, may make a
~ Woman (as well as a Man) to be, that

which the nobleft fubfequeat A&ions can
but declare her-to have been. And a Per-
fon that, like Theodora, a&s by the af-
fiftance, and as in the prefence, cf the
" Deity, may, to maintain her Loyalty to
God, and her Title to the ineftimable
Rewards he hath promisd to prefevering
Piety, both a&t and fuffer greater things,
than thofe very Heroes you talk of were
put upon, by fuch barely human Motives,
as Cuftom, Ambition, or Revenge.
And particularly, as to the point of per-
feverance againft Menaces, and Proﬁlc):s,
thefe are not like to prevail againft the
Conftancy of Chiiftians much lefs pof-
fefs’d with Divine Love and Hope, than
Theodora'is. And indeed, there can be
~ nothing upon Earth capable to bribe

them, tolet go the Joys of Heaven, that .

fee
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dee themfelves entring upon the Poffefli-
on, and find themfelves fenfible of the
;ineftimable Value of them.

Wherefore (concludes Didymus) you -
will not, I prefume, think 1t ftrange,
that I refufe to joyn with you, ina De-
fign, that 1 could not fo much as ats’
tempt, ¢ither with Hope, or without a:
Crime ; and that thinking it worthier of:
my Endeavors, to imitate Theodords’s
Conftancy, than to feduce her from it,’
1 chuferather to bea fharer in the Tri-f
umphs of her Vertue, than a Trophy.
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T His refolute Casglufion, oblig’dthe
A RemanQffiaer te break offa Com-
vesfation, whexeby he plaisly faw, there
-wag koowieto bopr he could Sake the
Confleney of Didymas; and mweh. caufe
to fear that Dudymws’s Conflagcy and his

Difceurfes, woold fagge mary of the -

Hpsthep Auditers... And thesefore with-
drawing himfelf, myeh difcentented at
the unfuccesfulnefs of his perfwafions, he
thought it would be impious, to make
any interceflion, for Perfons hejudg’d in-

vincibly obftinate, or -divert the fatal

Praceedings of the Judge; who having
by this time made an end of thofe other
Affairs, whofe difpatch Theodora’s re-
fpite wasnot to outlaft; call'd for the in-
nocent Criminals, and, with a ftern
Cauistenance and Voice, demanded, whe-
thér they were yet willing, to appeafe
the Deities they had provok’d; and by
burning Incenfe to them, endeavour to
attone for the Affronts they had offer’d
them. Adding, that there was now no
more time left for deliberating, but that
-they muft immediately renounce their
Impious Religion, or fuffer Death for it.

: ' But
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! +But'this conld nos fhake the illyfirions
- Prifoners. Conancy 5 which prompted
 them toi make, with as much halte 3s the
Prefidere conld. dofire, am -anfwer,, thay
+ confifted butk of a-fert gnd refolute, de»
| elamatian ;5 That they - had. liv'd Wop,
! ﬂippersof Chrift.; aad had .a. thoufand
" imes eather die, -than ceafe to- b, or tg
- profefs. themfelves. fich: :And that fox
the. falfe Gods, the Prefidenr wounld haye
them adore; -they had. yather be theiy
Vilims, thag their Suppliants ;. and
fall Sacrifices to: them,, ﬁan offerthemg
any. - - A el
. This beld profeflion, o .incens'd. the
pexfon *twas wasle to, that.he immedi-
ately gave order,. that -the Rrifoanrs
fhould beled amay tothe place of Exes
cution 3 and thatthe Minifters.of Juftica.
(a8 he. mifnamed bis Cruelty) - N
without delay, go on with she: prepatar

tions that were making, to deftray them..

But while thefe Officers were folicitous
to ebey, thofe Commands, .Thaedens took
the  opporturity, to: tell the generons
Companion of her Sufferings: It was &t
I canfefs, when, we difcours’d with 1
"fidels, to recommend the, Objeds of

hopes, by gixing them the glorious Th.

tles of Crowny and Triumphs.; fir

. ing todefend the reafonablenefs jof our |

- Ha <Y,
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Coriftancy, by thé greatnefs of 'the. fe-
wards weexpe&for it ; ’twas- very. pro-
per to reprefent thofe Ceeleftial Recom-
pences, under the notion of fuch Goods,
as thofe we argued: with, acknowledged
t0-be the moft noble and defirable. But,
(continues fhe} when we fpeak of Hea-
ven-among our felves, give me leave to
tell you, that 1 think wefhould lookup-
" en it under a very differing notion ; and
make a wide difparity betwixtthe. Chri-
- fians. Paradife, and the Posts ; Elyfiums.
The Trivmphs we fhould moft delire in
Heaven, fhould be, not over ourout-
‘ward Enemies, or perfomal Sufferings,
but over Sin and Ignerance, and the -
frailties of our Natures, and the imper-
fefrions of our Vertues. And the poktive
Bleflings that fhould moft endear Hea-
ven to us, fhould be, not fo much that
we thall there be Crownd by ¢hbriff, as
as that we fhall live with him, and fel-
low that [potlefs Lamb where ever be goes
That our gratitude it felf fhall be perfeét,
. as well as the Bleflings that engage it |
fhall be compleat ; and that we fhall have
a ‘aeternal Day, to contemplate that Sws
of ‘-.‘Rightn:g;uﬁ, without having that
glo, \fous Object veil’d by anyinterpofing |
Clou, b mwch lefs hid from us by.the |
B - viciflitudes

\

'\\'/ \‘\

-
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- viciffitudes of day and night. In fhort; -
T think, Devotion fhould in our faturé -
State; afpire to other things, than thofe
that may be the Objects of meer Ambitia
on.. ' ' :
" 'And now, generous Pidymus (adds
Theodora fince we are entering upon the
laft fcene of our mortal Life 5 let us (1
befeech you fummon together and roufe
up all the Graces and -Vertues we have -
receiv’d from Heaven and fervently im-
'flore both an encreafe of them, and &
fupply of any that our prefent Circum-
ftances require; That we may go off
the Stage Pioufly, as welk as Handfomly,
and both aft and fuffer as bBecomes
Chriftian- Martyrs. Eet' not any €ru-
elties or Affronts of our infulting Perfe-
cutors, be able to difcompofe us; but
let our evennefs of mind convinee them, . .
that they can as little diforder us in oup- -
way to Heaven, as hinder us to get: to. -
our Journey’s end. But let not our une.
dauntednefs appear the effe& of fullens -
‘nefS, or fiercénefs, or of meer refolved-
nefs; but let: it be fo calm and charitable,
hat we may not be fufpetted ‘to be ‘the
Martyrs, rather of ‘our Glory, or'our
Courage, than of our Religion -Letit
Rot be ' thought that we hate dife, .or
defpife’it, bt only that we thiak it- a¢
R Hjs cheap.- -
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gheap perchafe for Heaven, and for the
bonaur of owniag and . following a Re.
doemer, who, to merit it fer us, took:
the 'Guaofs ig -his way thither. . .
Admonitions fo becoming a dying
Chriftian, receiv’d fuch an entertgin- |
xaent, as the Piety of it, and the Vene..
ration he had for the giver, might juftly
shallenge, from fo devout and elevated s
Soulas that of Didywus: whole sefolute-
anfwers to the Roman Officer, together
withhis behaviour, as well fince .as be-
fore he made them, leaviag his Enemics
%0 more cxpeQtation that he could be
prevail’d with, cither to alter his owa
refolutipn, or tempt his -Miftrefs to-
changge hers ; he was appointed to be frft
. legl.away o Exgcution ; that the fight of -
his Blopd ‘might terrifie Theodora, apd
fright her iato a care to preferve her
own. This refolution of his Enomies,
did .gat gt all keflen his 5 but baving ¢afi-
ly ebtain’d -deavey fram the  Romay
Offgsrs,othatwould -not but admire b
Gallamsy, aad fomewhat compafliomate
his: condlitian,. to fay 2 few words te
Theodete ;: He went 30 that Excellest
Penfon ; and appreaching ker with a far
grester rebpett, than be would fhew to
_awy Powen, that.coulg but pr,gi‘e’rve that
Lifey. which the Remans Were going to ftraﬂw-

G
X :
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froma him: He told ber: Your Pisty,-
‘Madam, and your Example, making mer
prefume, that upoen fuch an ocgafion ap
this, 1 may with yeur confonte park wigh -
a.&- -which ever {isce’ ] haditheFage tp -
fee you, has been fo mach et your dif-
pofal ; I am now geing without relufkap-—
cy to perform that laft duty, whereter:
Religion calls me. But thiaking wy flf
obli‘,gs’d,. to begin witlvthe maft difficule -
pats of my Martyrdom, befare [hid fare-
wek to the -World, my eanclination and-"
refped, brings me to txke my laft leave:
of the faireft and excellent Perfon ia it. -
1y Madam, (o he procerds) [ were im-a- -
coandition of payiag you any further due-
ties, my humblerequeft to you would bay
w0 nave the tonour-of yéer further Com-:--
wmands. But fince my condition leavey.
me not a capacity ot ferving you for the ~
future, one of my laft Petitions to you -
mui be, .to be. picas’d to look npon .my:
pait Scrvices, asextyemely fhort of thd™ ~
defires of 2 Perfon, that-lov’d .you with:
as'much ardency, as yoor Charms themm-*
felves could kingdle 3 uad yet with fo gore -
aflame, that:had it been vifible, even
Thevdorws Vertue, could wot have dif-
approv’d it. But Madam (‘contimved he)
although to refbueyot from the conditi= -
on-.you ar¢ ld, there is no danger fo
H 4 defperate. -
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defperate-that I would not joyfully ats.
tempt, if I were again at liberty,” and:
tho’ it were poflible I could furvive you ;
yet I im toe much concern’d for the no-
blet part of Theodora, to with, the would
blemith fo fpotiefs a lifeto faveit. On~
ly, Madamm, give me leave to be (o kind
and Charitable to the World, as to wifh'
that Providence may find fome expedi-
eht; to preferve for -you, both - your-
Crownand your Head 3 and -that yoan
may artive fo lateat Heaven, as to have
time to'blefs the Earth with a-long and
Exemplary Life 5 and may you lead it
with as much Tra uility, as you will’
with Vertue; and without kaowing - fo-
much asithat trooble, which fear, “your-
generous compaffion mray now and thea:
¥£0 give you, upon the remembrance: .
of ‘the farthfuleft of your-Servants, :
- Thefewords, and-the fid occafion of-
aem, -having drawn . fome. Tears into:
Fleodora’s fair Eyes 3 th ough the caufe.of:
- them made them very obliging to Didy-
mas; yet his concern for her Quiet, pre-
- fently engag’d him to help her-to . fup..
prefs them, by making haft to tell hery
’twas pity the fercnity.of her miad.
and looks, . which. Vertue had #till kept.
calm, and even Perfecutions had not
keen.able to diforder, fhoyld be dif'c’om&i‘
L - ) P_OS, -
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Pos’d by any-other:thing, And Madanr.
(routinues- ht) thengh, -beipg confident: -
that yeur Charity will make it unnecef-
fary for-me to beg-your Prayers, 1 was.
gowng . to make it my petition to you,. .
that yon: would veuchfafe now. and then.
te caft a thoughton the.memory ofa Per+ -
fon,: to whof¢.mind you. were conflantly.
g;g'm:.‘!,et, I.mpft now. getrad -that -
ble requreft, salefs- you are pleas’d.
to grant: it me .with this qualification ;.

- "Thas the honour you do-me, .may not. he -

d'tf&?iﬁing' to . you.; For how..great 3:
blelling:foever. its-is,. to: enjoy a; place .ig--
your thoughts; yet-an {des muft.reprer-
fent -quite another. man than. Didymus,.
th.t fhould, . efpecially on its owa.icore, .
beceme troublefome to Theodora 5; whofe:
compaffion is as well ncedlefs, as uadefi-
red ; fince ’tis injuriovs both to -her felf:
and me, tolook uponhim asa. pgrfon to-
be pitied; that is -going to receive the.
hoaour and fatisfaction, to fuffer in her-
fight, what he. fuffers partly for her fer-
vice. And the place he implores but ia.:
her favourable not her mournful thoughts,, ;

- will-give him-the nobleft and defirahleft. '

Being, that he. can have ypog Earth,
whea he fhall.be in Heaven. L
The things which Didymus faid, and .
the.pathetical way he faid them in, did.
H.s: o8
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nbt iave the air Perfon they were ad-.
dtel¥d vo; #Mede unmiov’daels of mind,
fhe ue'd to’be’Miftrefs-of on -other occafi-
ons. Aad confidering theft:as the laft
and dying werds of an.accomplifi’d Gen-
Tnan, thati kid {6 highly ferviq aad
Tov"d “ier, ' fte-cbuld pot- hivder her re-.
fenmentyfroi making hee, on fach aa
ottafion, ‘témit fomewhat of hér: wonted
fefervidicfs. . Wherefore * with - Eyes, |
wherein though the endeavouridto fup-
pref®Tears, he 8ifclod an extraordina-
g@;ﬂ,m with Ldeks, wherein both |
atittide andObligednefs difplay’dithom-. |
Yelves 5 the' told Mm, If I' look’d upon
your Vertoe, generous Didymns, as onc
. ¢tirat were but fomewhat extraordinary,
1 fbald think my felf oblig’d to make ex-
cufes; and feek your pardon for having
‘been, though undefignedly, fo' accellory.
* to'theearly Tofsof 1 Hife, fo worthy to be

a {onf ane. But what you have this da
done, makes me apprehend that :
‘Difcourfes, would not be very pleafing,
“toone that delights in fuch A&tions. Bat:
* donot think, 1 copjure you, that, though
{ capnot - pretend to merit or requite
Services of fo unufal a ftrain as yoors, .
_Ican be infenftble, how much I owe to
‘them, not only, upon the feore of their
‘greatuefs, butupou that ofthe _hanébn(}}
and




of Thodvrs. © 154

anid Fenerous way wherkin you did thent: -

. For (contiitues the, with. a colour- that
fomewhat expounded the meaning of
what fhe was?oing to fay) if after the--
Vettue and Gallantry -you this-day exs-

1 , Providence had thought fit-to-- -
plice:me in a conditién: of making you' -

: Retributions, I will alow-youto thihk,-. -
that ia chuofing them for you, [ ﬂhiut&
have been very much, if not naréferved--
ly, guided by your: withes.’ Here i
pansd a while;, and bluf'd the’latter] .
that fhe had faid, what to ber ‘nicehefs-

. feenrd fb much ; and the foraier, técons

fider whether he defervid.not to- Bave.:

. more faid tohim. But herobliging looky -

- did fo well fecond and expourid, Wt o -
therwife, fomewhat = indefinite Words, ..

- that Didymus's Heart readily upderftéod

. thte Langnage of her Ey¢s ; and her Heart -

fpoke fo clearly in-her Chieeks, - fomewhat -

- that-it. fcrupled to utter- by het ‘Yons

. gme, thit exprefing movre than fhe £id).

withont inju‘tiniheerodeﬁy-me righted .
~ her Gratttude ; -her pafironate Admitet
eR‘c‘exging himfetf mm‘i?ﬁ highty- fgecu;ﬁ-%-’.-'

pene’d, by. this. permiflion, to fuppofé -

her kindngfs ;h‘anp:he would have dotte

- by the petfeteft aflurance of m');‘otheré ,

. Jove; ‘And fancying, that by the Tight's of -
that new. Fire thatflafl’d in her .Che’ek;;

. { -

-
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he could difcern.in hey Breaft fuch.a re-
fentment of his Seryices, as involv’d.an
approbation of their caufe, and imply’d
a pecplimrity for his Perfon ;. he took the
ighelt retribution he everdid, for the
higheft he ever could reccive froma La«.
dy, whofe Beauty and Refervednefs were
fo %rea;, that no favour of her.. granting,
could appear lictle.
. But Theadors quickly recovering. the
diforder, this.merited, Declaration. had
ut.her.into, made hafl tp profecute her
. dilcourfe, by adding ; But’tis my fatis-
faltion, and will I hope, be. yours, that,
fince you acted upon Religions fcore, as.
well as.mine, you will not wanta recom-
: g_cnce, greater than it had been poflible .
r meto.give you; fincein refcving me.
upon. a. Chriftian account, you have .
ferv’d a Mafter, that is able moft, richly.
to reward, even your Performances and.
Sufferings : . And doubt . not - Didymmns..
(continues fhe) but that, wheq you "fhall-
fuce be (grofl'c@’c_;!,of a Gloriqus,and Im-..
mgortal.Grawn in Heaven, you. will have -
09 caufe, tobetroubled, atyour having,
upon Earth, left a Crown of Lgwrel, or.
mifs’'d one of Mypele. If, Lwere.to. tara
ry,, or, rather_languilh,_ here below, as.
many, years as.youx. miftakea. kindnefs.
mghes, yop wifh mg; your._‘faysn;rs,ll;ave;-
c A 13 LN

~
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beea fo extraordinary, that,. without be-
ing guilty of an ingratitude. that. would.
befo too, I could never lofe the. remem-
brance of them, nor omit paying you:the-
higheft acknowledgments, that the chief-
place, not ogly ia. my memory, but ia.
my. efteem and. friendfhip, could make -
you. But.donot Didymus, I befeech you,
think. of my Surviving you, when the -
holding out a few minutes longer for
Chrift, will introduce me into a. Conditi-
on, where I fhall ever fee. him, aund. ne-
- ver offend him, . Let.us. then (concludes .
_fhe) quit the.thoughts of this World, that
we aregoing fo foon to qiiit, and begin to..
fix them .on thofe joys of another, that
‘we are going -to poflefs- for. ever;.and .
- dyring that little time, that is requifite -
to také our- Crowns, let us fummon -
~upall our powers, tocoutributetoa be-
haviour befitting fuch Expectations. Let-
our laft fervices to Religion, be our noe
bleft ones,. that our Deaths may at leaft
adorn it,- if not propagateit. Let us re=.
ceive thelaft effects of otir Perfgcution, as
perfons that do not deferve fuch an ufage,
and are abave the,reach of it. Let us
afpire to Chriffs temper, ,in his caule,,
and fuffer. Like him,_as we fuffer for him:
and then..we:need not doubt, but, in-
fpight of, this. fhort feparatiop we are -
o yielding

a
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pielding to for his Sake, we thall joyfully,’ .
ind for ever, meet wgain, in a better
g!age, and in an.ineftimably happiercon- -
ition. - o
Theodors had fcartoe madean end oF
[peaking, when.all things being in e
readinels to put the Judges Sentence i
Execation, tF:y to whom .that infamous
smployment was committed, caure to-
bring notice ofit-to Didymxs, who, not- -
withftanding tlre relufancy he had, te-
part-with the admirable, and now-oblig-
itig, Theodora ; thinking it would misbe-
come him,to ftay for-being prefs'd on fuch -
snoccafion delay’d not, with all the re-
folation he was able.to-affume, to take-
his laft farcwel of ber. - This croel fepg~
ration, ‘being not-to have an end, .befgﬁe
both-their Lives, wasfolemniz’d by that..
excellent pair, with Geftures:and: Ex-:
preflions-fo -fenfible and - moving, that, .
Jeclining an account; which I could not-
ittempt to give, without fharisg very.
much m a grief, that L fould be able,.
sut very imperfedtly,. to deferibe.; Ifhall .
filently pafs over-the Circumftances of -
*his fad Separation, that more. trtoubled-
the genereus Lover, and perhaps his-ad»
nirable Miftrefs teo, than that of Soul-
md Body, which was prefently to follow.-
t. But:Didymns, new finally parted
from..
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from Theddsra, whilf: he wav moving to»
wards. the:: place of his Sufferings, did

" by the affiftance of him, whofe Religion

calf'd kim to them, aﬁ‘me a temperaf .
m&n&, fnmhkc xgéhc ghmmmdwul;é!;
oito:. ertike; apd eat
diﬁibs’d Mddﬁ, after haviag doge al}. -
- thatboramen Lipvet, t® fnﬂ‘cr as.became -
a Chrifim,
" 'Fhis was much the «:e dtﬁcult for-
“ Winrto da, becauvfe -bis* whole paft - life-
whsap exctient. preparatine,: t0. make-
ias 28 the haft foene of it werthily.: For-
: {xoh ad & famewhat:on. this - occaﬁan,
theCharader giviea of him in. the fxft
"Boek. ) Didymus was a Perfon, in whom
-ivine: Grace had mc}nc’d fo &fl&:
' Pmy, thgt be:wasas. grown
an, befave hewassometo be full growa
. Nan» And jidging the meft fowerilhiag
time:of his Age, to be, for that reafon,
thefitteft to he Devoted to the mof
worthy of Objeds ; He was emabl’d both
-to fupprofs .the hea,r-m of Youth, and:
. defpife the:Vanities of the :-Worid ; even
while thet ufuallynagevern’d Age, made.
- the former moft-impetsous; axt gave .
the latter, the greatendearment of No-
velty. Nordid his heing a Seldier, prove
an Dbftacle of bis Piety. The Exam-
m Df 5‘_“, Mdg?’ﬂ‘h, and

other
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other brave Warriers of the O/d Feffimsent;
fhew, that Heroick Valour; may bé ac.”
company’d- with eminent Piety. And
- the firlt Profelyte- the Heathen World:
prefented to Chriftianity; being a Cap~
tain, and: centinuing to-be:fo after his.
" Gonverfion; argues, that a Military ftate
of Life, is potinconfiftent with the moft
innocent of Religions. And. for Didys«
mus 3 as he fought not ont:of &erccng,
or Avarice, or Ambition; but to exer+
eifcand improve his Vertues-fo amidfe
all his Military Conflicts, he was ftill caxes
fol -To fiyhs the. good fipht-of Faiths- Ands
being taught:by the:Holy Seripture, thas -
The-Life of Man hereon Earth, is'a kind .
of Military ene: He us'd the Rowzan Camp
asa Sehool to a higher fort of Warfare;.
where, as the hard fhiprarer gredter, and:
the Vifories: more: difficult; fo - the
Crowns and Triumphs are incomparably
more Valuable and Glorious. A Perfon.
thus - qualify’d aed difpos’d; could . net
fitrd it very uneafie, o part, for hisReli-
gion, with a Life that he had ded fo well, ..
‘and hazarded fo often ; nor re- leave.a-
World, that Sin and Perfecutions.embit-
ter’d, and that was prefeatly,to be left ..
by Theodoray that he-might pafs.to ..
. place where they. fhould imeet. to be.
Grown'd.. Wherefoke, gefolving to fhew
: that: .
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that the approachof a reputedly infameus-
Death, was not able, either to fhake. his
Conftancy, or extinguifh his Charity-.
te difpos’d himfelfto_ mingle in his 1aff.
‘Ad&tions.and Sufferings, thecourage of a-
Roman Soldier, with the- refignment of a
Chriftian Martyr. And accordingly,
walking on towards the place-of Execu- -
ﬁcz:' :ith algalrmnefs }x::d umeﬁ
nefS, thatcould fearce have pr
from a refolution net ftrengthen’d by.
Faith; as fbon as he cante thither, he-
look'd-round about him upon the Guards; .
and’ other Afliftants of this fad Speta--
cle, in foch a way, as if he rather pity’d
. ‘them, than lik’'d the Pity, which many -

of them could not but by their Tears exXe .
prefiforhim, anddifonryd-tothem with- - -
all the gracefnlnefs; that Youth and
Courage could give fo extraordin‘arza
Perfon. And becaufe he fuppos’d; that
(as'twas ufual on fich occafions of Con=.
courfe) there were among the SpeQators,
fome Military Men that were Chriftians
in their Hearts, though they had not been .
call’d to own it-publickly; He addref’d..
himfelf: particularly to them. And hav-.
inﬁ.prcmis’d, that he pretended not to.
jaftru@-them ‘as. barely Chriftians, be-.
caufe he doubted- not, . but he had been. .
prevented by the weighty. and moving:.

Sermons
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HE Perfecutors of Theo dora, hes
ing to intimidate her by foTragick!
eg,::le‘3 had conduded her to a place,, -
whence e’ might fee all that had pafs’d;, -
of which ’twill eafily be believ’d that fhe
had not Yeen ag unconcern’d’ SpeQator:
Mer Vertoe: and Kindnefs' making her a
fharer in HfY Sufferings, by {ympathifing.
withi him, and" by endeavouring, as fir
as fhe could, to rdlieve him by her moft-
ardent Prayers 5 That his conftancy un-
der them: might. be Divinely. Sugﬁorted -
and richly Crown’d: ~ But while her
theughts wcrei._ with a Divine grief, So-
lemnifing her lofs ; thofe cruel Men that-
had procur’d- it; beigg defirous- to make
ufe of the terrifying impreflions they fup--
’d the had recciv’d, while they were
flﬁﬂx and " recent, advanc’d: to Theodora,
bringing with them the purpofely disfi-
g@n"g remains of Didymus ; and then told-
her, that fhé was now convinc’d, that
neither Youth nor Gallantry was able to-
proted, from the fatal anger of the Gods,, -
thofe that obftinately refus’d to Worfhip . -
them ; and therefore they ex ,that, .
by a feafonabde care of herfelf, fhe wgluld.
un.
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ot the imitatiom of fo “Tragical an Ex-
ample. - To this the fair Martyr replied,
that fhé was notgpail furpriz’d at what
had pafi’d, andtherefore, fhe knew not
why fhe. fhould “be-terrified by it.” ¥or
Didymui and The,and all other confidering,
Chriftians, thatwalk accordibg to - their
Magters diredions, were ‘wont - delibe-
rately to-weigh'the confequences of em-
bracing a ftrict and perfecuted Religion,
before they made Profeflion of it And
having forefeen whit it might coft them,
and fatisfied themfelves that itdeferv'd
a yet higher Price ; they were not difcou-
rag’d nor furpriv’d, to be puttopay that
price ; efpecially, when it open’d to them
an immediate paffage to the pofieffion of
what they gave it for. Sheadded, that
if the Example of the generous Martyr,.,
were to have any operation upon her, it '
‘ought not to fright her from, but con-
firm her in, the profeffion of a Religion,
“whofe truth he thought worth dying for;
" and which, notwithftanding all the hand-
.fome.concerns he had for her prefervationy
he would never fpeak one word to per-.
fwade her to decline, for tif¢ protracting
of her Life. - His Example, (continucs
~Theodora) lets e fee, thatno ‘violences

.upon Farth, areable to deftrqy a3 Cone.
from :

.xrage that is affifted from Heaven, and
g L - fights
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hts in view of theglories of it: Aud
his Death manifefts, how quick the pab
fage may be betwéen ghis and an igcom-

rably better Life , and clearly fhews,

w foon the utmoft effel 6f youx Criw
elty, can place thofe that defpifeis,abovt
the reach of it. Then cafing her mowras
ful Eyes upon the faddeft Objeét thatever -
they beheld ; If you fhould, fays fhe, be
foinhumane, as to excrcife any further '
Cruelty upon this now inanimate Prifon,
whence his glad Soul has Efcapd ; you
may intead him a mifchief, but he wiil
not feel it, unlefs itbe in the encreafe of
the recompences of his Martyrdom. Yor
may, if you pleafe, infult over his dead
Body 3 and thofe whom his vertue made
his Frieads,may fomeof them be troubled
atit: but while you are triumphing at
~ his Death, andothers are deploring it, I
doubt not, but the welcomes and. joys he
receives in the bleffed place be is gone to,
make him happy enough, to: pity not on+
Iy thofé that hate him, but thofe that pi-
ty him too. What you fhew me asthe
Trophy of your Power, 1 loek upen, 2s:
that of his Conftancy : dnd. for what'you
prefame to be Your Vidory, He will e
really. Crown’d. The Grave, (continues
fe) is, 1confeft, 4 fad Profpe&, to them -
that look ne furcher, and:terminate thfr
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Tight there ; batnot to thoft fafferexs for
the Truth, wwho, with the Eye of Faith,
leoking beyand it, fee all thofe Glories
on.the other fide of it, that expect them
there ; whereunto, as fome kind of Deathy-
muft neceflavily be the way, fo Martyr-
dom ofall other isthe Nobleft. Where-
ifore, (concludes Theodora) you will very
much mifs your aim,if you forbear bring-
‘ing my conftancy to the laft Tryal, only
upon hopes, that Death dref¥’d with un-
ufoal Harror, by being befmear’d with
- Didymus™s Blood, fhould frighten me in-
to Apoftacy : For, 1am much lefs terri-
“fied by his Fate, than enconraged by his
- Example. In imitation of which, I de-
clare to you once for all, that, as1 al-
ways valued this World too kttle to be
much afraid to part with 1tfer a bett'er 5
‘So Ihall never be brought ta quit an ex-
 celtent Religion.for a bad one, for fear
- of exchanging a wresched Life tor a hap-
" P3 one.
P Fhis. poﬁtmand final declaration of
 Theodona, did fo eavage thofe ro whom
' fhe- made ity that, finding themftlves
| quite didappeinted of the hopes they had,
to texsific her by their laft: Evpcdmt,
. Ridymus’s Deathy ; they profently led her
- amay to u:qma of: his: Fate, which
thty &mdbsn 16 xeftdwid. not 1o decline.

And



84 The Martyrdom

- And fow the admirable Theedors, ha-
ving ‘receivid that cruel, but welcom

.Command, moft readily difposd herfelf |

to obey it: And confidering how near -

fhe was to put a period to all the afli&ti-
ons of her Life, by theglorioufeft Adti-
an it could be coucluded with; and how
foon fhe fhould enjoythe hatﬁpiners -ofea-
tering Heaven, thorough the freighteft
and nobleft Gate at which it is accefiible:

‘HerBeauty,that was before admirable ap- -

pear’d .moredo than ever, ‘being ftrange-
ly encreas'd, by the:cffiifions of a Cecleftiv
al Joy, that did too much abound in her
‘heart, not to flath out manifeftly in her

Jooks ; to whofe native Charums, it fuper-

added fo much of Lufter and Majefty,
that fhe feem’d (upon fome peculiar de-
fign) to be newly come fromthe Heaven

fhe wasgoing to. Sa great a conftancy -

and chearfulnefs of mind, upon fo fad an-

occafion, wanted not a refembling Ope-

ration, upon the generality of the won-
-dering Alliftants, For shengh the Report,

that was quickly fpread of fo uncommon '
an A&ion, as that of Theedors, done by |

{y extraordinary a Perfon, asFame had

reprefented her to be ; had drawn a-

— o i

reat concourfe of Pepple, to fee one

that a&ed, as well as look’d, fo hand-:

fomely : Ter wher they hada while be-
SRR  held
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cld her, and faw the cruel Inftraments -
f what the was doom’d to fuffer ; among

hat numerous Throng of Speators,
here were none that were not Admire
nany that look’d on Ker with dazled,an
tw without flowing Eyes. Every fort
t Spetators found fomething in her Per-
m and Condition, that made them
wurnful Ones. " The Chriftians that
hanc’d to mingle with the reft of the
rowd, Lamented, to fee their Religion
lepriv’d of fo great an Ornament, and
o fhining an Example ; though their
rieF were “'moderated by confidering,
hat fhe was entering into a moft happy
lace, to which they might hope, ere
ong, to follow her. And in the mean
ime, ’twas no fmall credit to their Ree
igion, that a Lady of her Beauty, had
iv'd “according to the ftridteft Laws of
'; and a Perfon of her youth and fex,
ras ambitious to dyefor it. Thofe a-
wng the SpeQators that yet retain’d Roe
1n Spirits, and were the genuine Off=
wing of thofe noble Anceftors, that
rrupled not in Rome it {clf, to allow pube
ck marks of honour to its greateft Ene-
lies 3 could not but be troubled. to fee
yrare 3 thing as a Female Hero, punithe
1fora Gcncrofitg', that could not fuffie
icptly be Rewarded ;and brought to a
1 untimely

[RPSPYRO ¥ R—
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-untimely, and, in popular eftimationg
‘Ignominious End, for having followed
Di&ates of Gratitude and Piety. Thofe
Infidels, on whofe fentiments Vertue had
more influence than Superftition, werg
wery much diffatisfied with the rigour o
their Ma&iﬂrates; thoughtit'a difcreds
to their Religion, te ufe fuch barbaron;
- and yet ineffectual Courfes, to fright Meg
into it ; and they thought it an invidi
ous fervice to their Gods, to deftroy thq
faireft Mafterpieces they had made. Bug
thofe that feemed moft to deplare the
fair Martyrs condition, were thofe tha
were dispos’d to have their AffeGtion
wrought -on by their Eyes, and wer
apt to be influenc’d by Beauty. Fo
thefe much repin’d and griev’d, to fee
fo Iilorious a Swn reducd te fet in her
Eaft. 3

They envy’d Didymus, for having
fo generoufly fervd and fuffer’d for fa
rare a Perfon; who, tHey thought, ing
ftead of the barbarous ufage fhe receiv’d
defery’d to be as happy, as:her Smil
could make her Adorers. Andithey 2
low’d themfelves to think, that nothing
could be a Vertue, that deprivd th
World of fo much Beauty. In fory
ioft of the By-ftarders griev’d, to b
hold a perfon, whofe youth would pafig
— for innocency, and whofe charms wouldg

‘ give
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e her Captives among Savages, de;
toyd in Greece by Remans. So tha
ting thofe few Barbarians, - whofe
merftition and - Malice brought her
i that Condition : All the other
xdators of her Sufferings, were des
t{m G of thexl:a too : é&ndbmar}ryh_to

_degres, that to judge by Their
oks, fa,’nd"ti\ofe of our fair Martyr
¢ wéuld have believ’d that the AfS
tanes” were_to be fufferers in the ap-

wachihg ‘ Tragedy, and She but the

edtator of it. - .

‘And now the Matchlef’ * Theodora
ime to.the place, whence her afpi-
ng Soul was to' take its flight to

taven.. In~order to which, fhe firft

ok’d ghout “her with a kind of pi-
, on thof¢ that either never, or later
ian fhe, were to be admitted into the
licity fhe was prefently to poffefs :
&d afterwards fhe pans’d a while, te
cover from fome diforder that fhe
as put into; not fo much to fee
ir felf environ’d with Guards, or fure
janded with Gazers: and then, theugh
& Bafhfulnefs made it more uneafie to
ir to fpeak to the Affiftants, becaufe
v fpeech muft bea publick one, than
:caufe it ‘muft be herlaft ; yer with a
oice and Geftures, wherein the Mo-

In defty

/|
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defty of a Virgin, and the Cour
of a Martyr, were happily temper’d,
addrefs’d her felf to thofe that w
about her, in fuch as the followi

terms.
Since Cuftom has made it a kind
Duty, that thofe that come to t
‘place, fhould fay fomething to
Spedtators ; and make a publick Com
geflion of their Guilt, or proteftation of
their Innocence; I thall in part do both
the one and the other. For I will not
deny, that I am, what the Laws havg
condemn’d me for being. Yes: I ows
my felf a Chriftian, and in fpight of
all my paft and approaching fufferings,
I decYarc, that I think it an honour
and a happinefs to be fo. But on the
other fide, 1 can mot truly proteft,
that 1 have tranfgrefs’d no other Re-
man Laws, than thofe that are repug-
nant to thofe of God :nd Reafon. And
fince we Chriftians are tayght by our
great Mafters Example, as well as Pre-
¢epts, not only to forgive, but to love
our Enemies, and pray for our Perfe
cutors ; I think my felf oblig’d, and by
his affiltance find my felf enabled, not
only to forgive, as I heartily do, the
procurers of my Death, but ardently to|
Implore for them, the Blefling, and the
' uamolefted



" of Theodora. 16y

mmioleftcd Exercife of a Religion,
hat they fee I value more than I do
ny Life. And I hope, thofe in Au-
hority will, by the frequent Executions
hat gaily fucceed one another in this
Blace, be at length convinc’d, how in~
ffeCtual as well as inhumane, a way
they take, to extirpate Chriftianity =
Which being an Heavenly Light, can
be as little ruin’d by the Violence
pmployed againft it on Earth, as Teme
pefts can Extinguifh the Swr. And be-
banfe tis likely that Charity or Curiofity
as, among other SpeQators, brought
ither fome Chriftians, I fhall now ad-
drefs my felf to . Them ; yet not to de«-
fire their Pity, but their Prayers, That:
Imay be enabled to overcome the laft
Enemy, Death, and firifh my Courfe, in
foch a way, as may neither blemith my
faﬂ: Life, nor the glorious Caufe I glad-
y loofe it for. But the chief part of
my Requeft regards your felves, not
me. Forl muft beg you to remember,.
that, befides an All fceing Eye, there
are many other Eyes upon you, that-
pry into your A&ions with ftrong de-
lires to find them Criminal : And that
though the truth, nor the fubfiftance
of Chriftianity does not, yet the Credit
of it does much, depend upon the Na-
I3 ture .
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tureof your A&iens. For, as all yoor
perfonal faults will be imputed to your
Religion, fo your fhining Vertues, wilf
probably bring many Infdels firft.to
admire, and then to embrace Chrifliz=
nity 3 jultly concluding, that That K
ligion ﬁuft bé excellent, that makes i
profeffors {0 ; and enables, as well asen-
joyas them, to live blamelefs in the
World, and go joyfully out of it. If
you lead fuch lives, you wiil not be much
afraid of Martyrdom ; which will but
fend you fooner to receive thofe inefti-
mable rewards of them, that Gods gobd-
nefs hath promis’d and provided. I
wifh you may never have caufe, nor up-
en occafion want Courage, to enter in-
to Life at that ftreight Gate, that ¥ am
now going to pafs throngh. Bue-if
you be calld to that way of glorifying:
God, let neither the ignominy, nor thé
infulnefs of it, deter you. ’Tis pot
meful, butglorious, to fuffer for God,ii
for Truth, and fora Crown ; aud my !
Example may encourage the weakeft of
you to expect, that Gods ffrengeth wikl be
made manifeft inyour Infirmity 3 and that!
there’s no Temptation but may be re-
fited and vanquifhed, by the weakeft’
hand, that is fupported and ftrengthen’d
byan Almighty Arm. Aad th(gl?tgh the:
iftance .
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diftance between Heaven and Earth, our-
Mortal and our Immortal ftate, be very:.
great ; yet the paffage between them*
may be very fhort: and . a few moments+
may bring us to exchange our Agonys

r Extafies, and pafs from the Lamen--
gations of our Friends, and the re.-

ches of uur Perfecutors, to the"

ngratulations of Angels, and the-

folemn Welcoms of Him, whom even-
thoft Heavenly Spirits adore.

At foon as fhe had ended this Difcourfe, -
though her Soul abandoning fuch a
Body as lers, could fcarce any where’
bBut in Heaven, find an advantage by a
change of Manfion ; yet it cheerfnlly -
difpos’d it felf to a Separation, that
would giveit a clofer and more imme-*
mediate Union with the Divine Obje&
of its Ceeleftial love. And after fhe
had decently and calmly, made all the:
- preparation thaton her part was
Fite for what fhe was to fuffer, fhe thought
'fit to make her Lifes laft a&ions, as -
moft of the reft had been, A&s of Pie--
ty,and Charity. And therefore elevating -
herEyesandHands towardsHeaven,where
her Heart, aswcll as Her Treafure, had
been plac’d long before; fhe firft paid -
her God moft humpble thanks, for the
Grace and Opportunity he had vouch-

I4 favd
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fav’d her; not onlyto believe in bis Di-
vine Son, but to [wffer for him 3 and
made a fhort, but very fervent Pray-
er, for the Church, for her Enemies j
and for her felf. Which done with 2 |
Countenance wherein ferenity was minga-
led with joy, fhe gave a fign to the Ex3
ecutioner to do his Office; who there-
upon did all that was neceffary to'
compleat her Martyrdom. And the glad
Soul was by the Angels (whom fhe
had afpir’d to refemble ia Purity and
Devotion) carry’d to that happy place,

whofe Glorys are nei-
.1 Cor. 11, 9. ther to be Conceiv’d, by

thofe that have not feen
them, nor Defcrib’d by t hofe that have;

: fuch fupernatural Feli-

1 Cor. 12. 4. cities, a3 much Tranf

cending man’s Zdeas and
his Expreflions as they furpafs his Me-
1t
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