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INTRODUETION.. -

T'ux, portrait drawn of Prince Potemkin by Count
Ségur, formerly French ambassador at the Court
of St. Petersburgh, who lived a long time in habits
of intimacy with thet extraordinary man, offers
so .many shades of contrast, as appear slmost
incredible to have centered in the same individual.

¢ In his person were combined the most oppo-
. % site defects and accomplishments of every de-
¢ scription, He was avaricious and ostentatious,
 despetic and popular, inflexible and beneficent,
'“ haughty and obliging, politic and confiding,
“ licentious and superstitious, bold and timid, am-
¢ bitious and indiscreet : lavish of his bounties to
“ his relatwns, his mistresses, amg hu favourites;
“ yet oftentimes obstinately refusing to pay either
¢ his household or his creditors : always attached
“ to'some female and always unfaithful. Nothing
“ could equal the vigour of his mind, or the
¢ indolence of his body. Nodangers could appal
“ his coutage ; no difficulties force him to abgn-
“ don-his projects: but the success of an enter-
“ pnse never failed to duappomt him,
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INTRODUCTION. _

* He wearied the empire by the number of
his dignities and the extent of his power.
He was fatigueds with' the burden of his
own existence; envious of every thing that was

_not done by himself, and disgusted with all -

hedid. 'To hiin rest was not grateful, nor occu-
pation pleasing. Every thing with him was
desultory ; business, pleasure, temper, carriage.
In company, he looked embarrassed s his pre-

Tt . . . . . .
-sence was a restramt wherever he went.: He

was morosé to all that stoed in-awe of him, and

affdble to those who accosted him with' fami-

liarity. -

v ¢ Ever lavish of promises, seldom performmg

them, and never forgetting what he had heard
or seen. None had read less than he; few
were better informed. He had conversed with
eminent men in all professions, in every'seience,
in every art. None knew better hiow to' draw
forth and to appropriate to himself the know-
ledge of others. In conversation, he astonished
alike the scholar, the artist, the mechanic, and
the divine. His information was not deep, but

‘extensive. He never dived into any subJects,

but he spoke well on all.

- ¢ The inequality of -his temper was productive

({4
&

({4

of an indescribable singularity in his ‘desires,
in his conduct, andin his manner of life.. At
one time he formed the project of becoming

J .
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“ Duke of Courlend ; st another, hethotght - of
¢ canferring. ob himeelf: the: erowni of Poland.
“ He, frequently ghve -ittimations of an inten-
“ tion - to- ihake hisosef: a - bishop, .or -everi a
“ monk.. He engaged .in- building .a superb
“..palnce, anil. desired to eull-.it before it was
“ finished.' Oue day he would think of nothing

“ but war; and only officers, Tartars and Cos-

“ sacks. . were -admitted to- his presence.. The
 next day he was busily employed in polities ;-
- hewenld partition.thie Ottoman empire, and set
«..all he-cabinets of Europe in motion,; . Atother.
“.times .he played: the cortier; -dressed. in a
“_magnificent. suit, coyered with ribbotis, the

“ gift of every potentate, displaying dismonds
“ of..extraordinary  magnitade qnd. brilliancy,

“- hg was.giving splendid entertainments. without

€ any motive, . '

* For whole months together, negl,ectmg alike

¢ business and decorum, he would openly pass his

% evenings at the apartments of a young female.

“ Sometimes shut up in his room for successive

« weeks with his nieces and some intimate friends,
¢ he would lounge on a sofa without speaking ;

¢ play at chess or at cards with his legs bare, his

¢ ghirt-collar unbuttoned, wrapped upin a morn-

¢ ing-gown, knitting his eyebrows, and looking

¢ like an unpolished and squalid Coss ac.

“ These singularities, though they frequently
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« put the Empress out of humeur, rendered him
.« yet more interesting to her. In his youth he
¢ had pleased her by the ardour of his passion,
% by his valonr, and b his masculine ‘beauty :
"¢ at a more advanced period of life, he continued  *
“ to charm her by flattering her pride, by calm- -
“ ing her apprehensions, by confirming her
¢ power, by caressing her dreams of Oriental
~ “ empire, the expulsion of the Barbamns, and
« the restoratien of the Grecian republics.” | »
Surely, were even the life of such a man riot
connected with the politicel and military transac-
tions of a vast empire under the despotic sway of
an ambitious Princess, it would still be calenlated
to interest those who, thinking that % the most
proper study for mankind is man,” eagerly search
for opportunities -of besoming acquainted with |
human nature in its most capricious foﬂn
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THE .LIFE

or

FIELD-MARSHAL

" PRINCE. . POTEMKIN.

] CHAP. I.

Birtiz and education of Potemkin—his sWe in
the Revolution which dethroned Peter III of
Russia to constitute Catharine II sole Em-
press.

Grecory Aléxandroyitch Potemkin was born
on the 14th of Sepfembqr 1739, on a small estate
near Smolensko, whither his father Alexander
Potemkin had retired, after having served several
years as a captain in one of those regiments of
infantry which, in Russia, are particularly des-

.tined to garrison some of the inland towns, and

B

e e |
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2 . THE LIFE OF

are seldom, if ever, employed on actual service.
Of his two sisters, the eldest was married to a
Russian officer of the name of Samoiloff, and the
youngest to a German nobleman called von
Engelhardt. . '
The fortune of Potemkin’s father was a very
moderate one. His family, though originally
Polish, had long been settled and naturalized in
Russia ; but it did not rank among the first nobi-
lity of the Russian empire. No individual of
the name of Potemkin had ever been entrusted
with any of the higher functions of the state,
except one who had been sent embassador to
. England by Peter I; from which mission, how-
ever, he derived neither fortune nor honours.
Potemkin received the rudiments of a very
limited education, in the house of his father, and,
as the latter had no fortune to leave him, he was
“early destined for the church. At twelve years
of age he was sent to the university of Moscow,
which was by no means distinguished for-the abi-
lity of its professors. He there acquired that
fondness for theological controversies and that
religious disposition which never forsook him
during his political and military career. The
classics in particular attracted his attention ; and
his knowledge of Greek and Latin was such, that
.he felt uncommon delight in the reading of the
best poets of antiquity. Nor was he less pleased
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with the poetical works wntten in the language
of his country. Although the Russian language
has wot yet attained that degree of perfection
which a brilliant genius may impart to-it at some
future time, yet it is the richest, the most simple,
and the most picturesque language of modern
Europe, and is indisputably that which bears. the
most striking resemblance to the bharmoniots
idioms of the ancients. This predilection for

langugges abounding in images, meladious to the

ear, and- bold in their expressions, inspired Po-
temkin with a sort.of aversion for French poetry,

" which be used to call symmetric prose. He had

been instrueted in French from his childhood,

A and spake it ﬂuently Ever since the days of

Peter the Great the knowledge of French has
formed a conspicuous part of the education of
Russian noblemen. The richness of their native
language, and the inconceivable variety and diffi-

culty of its pronunciation, give to the Russians in 4
general an uncommen facility in_the acquisition
of different idioms. In what European language

" do they meet with difficulties. similar "bo that
.which au Englishman, Franchman, German,

Spaniard or. Italian has to encounter when he
learns to propounce such a word, for instance, as
Prewosgutitelstwa (excellence) ?
Leaming, hoyever, had not an attraction suffi- -
cuanﬂy powerful for the ardent mind of Potemkin.
‘B2
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The scientific knowledge which he acquired at
the university was merely superficial. His viva-
city, or rather the violence of his temper, which
rendered him incapable of continued application,
‘induced his teachers to pronounce him more- fit
for the active and perilous pursuits of war, than
for the grave, solemn and peaceful avocations of -
a minister of the gospel. They imparted their
observations to his father, who, considering that
the situation of an officer in a military state may
sometimes lead to a brilliant fortune, readily per-
mitted his son to follow his warlike propensity.
Potemkin left the university of Moscow, and '
‘after a short stay at his father’s house, he was -

sent to Petersburgh to receive instructions better
-adapted to the new profession which he was going
to embrace. :

As he had been strongly recommended to some
persons high in office, it was not long ere he
obtained a cornetcy in a regiment of horse-guards.
Destitute of the means of having his daty done for
him, he was obliged to perform it himself, and
did it with strict exactitude : but, satisfied with
avoiding censure, he shewed ho particular eager-
ness to distinguish himself. His propensity to
pleasure frequently led him into bad company,
where he contracted that dissoluteness of manners
and depravity of mind of which he could never
‘completely divest himself afterwards, and which
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constantly mﬂuenced hls couduct during his
extraordinary career.

It was, however, this dissolute way of life which
made Potemkin acquainted with a number of
young fashionable men, some of whom belonged
to powerful families ; a circumstance which gave
hiin patrons and the means of making his fortune,
He soon obtained a lieutenancy, which, in the
horse-guards, confers the rank of major in the
army ; and intimately connected himself with the
Orloffs. They were five brothers: Gregory,
afterwards the favourite ; Alexey, who, in the war
agaidst the Turks in 1768, commanded the Rus-

'sian fleet in the Archipelago; Fladimir, who

became a senator, and Feodor and lvan, who were

‘made chamberlains after the revolution. They

were indeed the principal agents in that famous

~ conspiracy which hurled Peter III from the

throne of Russia, to place the imperial crown on

the brow of Catharine, his spouse, with whom
Gregory, the eldest of the five brothers, com-

smenced a love intrigue when she was only Graud
Duchess.

Gregory Orloff possessed neither the advantages'
of birth nor those of education; but he had

. received from nature courage and beauty. He

‘was an officer in the artillery ; while two of his
brothers, Alexey and Vladimir, were only com-
‘mon soldiers in the guards. - Count Peter ,Sc'h“"
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. himself to the plans of the conspirators, with the
simple view of declaring Catharine sole guardian
of the Grand Duke Paul and regent of the empire
during his minority. But he found that it was
too late to remonstrate against what had beenr
done, ‘when a strong enthusiasm in " favour of
Catharine was become general and she had been:

_solemnly and almost unanimously  proclaimed
autocratrix or sole sovereign ruler of the empire.
" Towards noon, the Empress, dressed in the uni-
form of the guards and decorated with the insignia
of the order of St. Andrew, inspected the guards
on horseback, and rode through theranks with prin-
cess Dashkoff, who was also in uniform. Potem-
kin, perceiving that Catharine had no plume in
her hat, rode up to offer her his own#. The
horse on which he was mounted being accus-
tomed to form into the squadron, was some time
Before it could be made to quit the side of that of
the Empress ; which afforded her the first 6ppor-

.

* The Rev. W. Tooke, in the second edition of his Life of
Catharine II, Empress of Russia, says that Potemkin was
then but sixteen ; and Count Ségur, who relates the anecdote
differently, stating that Potemkin presented the Empress with
his cockade as an ornament for her sword, observes that he
was but eigbtepn. But ein_ee all accounts agree that he died
jn 1791 at the age of 52, he must have been at least two or ',
three and twenty when the revolution, to which he had con.
tributed, placed Cathariune on the throne of Russia,
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tunity of noticing the grace and agility of the
man who was to gain so great an ascendancy over-

Atsix in the evening Catharine a second time
mounted her horse. With a drawn sword in her
hand and a braneh of odk about her temples, she
placed herself at the head of the troops that were
already on their march to Peterhoff, an imperial
palace on the banks of the Neva. Potemkin was
one of the numerous courtiers who vied. with each
other in displaying the grestest ardour to share

her dangers and her triumph. The next day he

attended Gregory Orloff to Oranienbaum, another
imperial palace, built by Menzikoff, eight versts _
farther, whither the unfortunate Peter had retired,

. and whence the perfidious Ismailoff persuaded him

to repair to the Empress. Potemkin was charged
to escort the betrayed Emperor's carriage to Peters
hoff ‘with a sufficient number of troops. It
was at Peterhoff that Peter wrote and signed his
resignation, which was dictated to him by Count
Panin. . ‘
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- CHAP. II.

Potemkin's_first steps on the road to fortune, and
: the causes of his elevation.

As soon as Catharine saw herself firmly seated

on the throne, she bestowed_mgi\iﬁcent rewards
on the prineipal actors in the revolt against her
bushand. Count Panin was made prime minjs-
ter ; the Orloffs received the title of Counts;
Gregory Orloff, the favourite, was appointed
" lieutenant - general, and made a koight of St.
Alexander Newsky, - the second order of the em-
pire. Several officers of the guards were pro-
moted. Potemkin was made a colonel, and a
“ gentleman of the bed-chamber, with an annual
pension of two thousand roubles ; and  he was
immediately dispatched to Stockholm . privately
% inform Count Ostermann, the Russian ambas-
sador, of the revolution that had taken place at
. Petersburgh.

On his return fromSweden, Potemkin neglected
no opportunity of becoming intimately ac-
quainted with those whe were more immediately
about the Empress. He possessed an insinuating’
address, and, when he chose, he could be perfect
master of the'art of gaining the affections of those
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whose patronage he thought useful to his views,
He contrived to render himself agreeable, and
even necessary, to the courtiers that stood highest
in the favour of Catharine, enlivened their plea-

~ sures, and succeeded at last in being admitted to

the private parties of the Empress, to whom he
was introduced as a most amiable man, particu-
larly calculated to heighten the hilarity of her so-
cial hours.

As nature had endowed him with a masculine
and noble figure, an artful and insinuating dis-
position, and -a brilliant imagination, Potemkin
met with so flattering a reception from his so- .
vereign that he thought himself authorized to pay
her the most assiduous court.

Catharine was fond of relieving herself from the
cares of the empire in the midst of a private and

+ select society, from which, setting aside the majesty

of the throné, she baniched every courtly for-
mality, and in which she caused her superiority to
be forgotten by the gracefulness of her manners
and_the enchanting gaiety of her conversation.
The perfect freedom which prevailed in these

.* assemblies allowed a decent jocularity. Wit,

talents and politeness were the only titles to
pre-eminence, and distmetion was commensutate
to amiability. Under the appestance of thinking

. only of pleasure in these parties, most of the

courtiers no deubt were not unmindful of the
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interests of their ambition. Potemkin, among
others, who only appeared cheerful, gallant and
agreeable, did not lose sight of his object, and
thought himself doubly fortunate in advaneing
towards honour by the road of pleasure.
Whether Catharine, struck at first sight with
the noble and commanding figure of her new
courtier, actually shewed him marked dis-
tinction, or whether. the kindness with which
she treated him was but the expression of her
wonted affability, Potemkin fancied he perceived
in the attention with which she honoured him
something particular, which immediately led him
to, form the highest hopes. His excessive vanity
would not aliow him to reflect that Catharine was
.endowed with an irresistible - gracefulness that
shewed itself naturally, without any effort, and
promptly gained her the affections even of those
who approgched her with a strong prepossession
against hier, He was delighted in thinking that
she used this gift for him alone; he no longer
" beheld her as a sovereign, but simply as an ac-
<complished female, whose favour it was not impos-
sible to obtain. From this instant lie formed
the design of becoming one day her favourite,
.and never ceased for a single moment to direct
his thoughts and actiens to the accomplishment
. of this project. Whenever he appeared to relin-
quish it for g time, it was to take a circuitous
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road, which conducted him more safdly back to
his object. His prospect, however, at this time,
must have been extremely distant. The empire
which gratitude, love, and habit, gave to Orloff
over the heart of the Empress, seémed too firmly
established for any one to struggle against him
with the smallest hope of success. Orloff'at this
period harboured designs and formed pretensions
to which it would have been dangerous to run
counter. He flattered himself heshould obtain the
hand of his sovereign { and although the Empress
frequently expressed some impatience at the tone
of authority which he assumed, yet she felt nei-
ther the inclination nor the power to hazard
an open rupture with the man whose boldness h.sd
placed her oun the throne.

Poteniktin for the moment yielded to obstacla
‘which time would infallibly weaken'; but the
natural violence of ‘his temper would not allow
him to keep within the bounds of a discretion
~ imperiously commanded by circumstances. Some
new marks of the kirdness of liis sovereign having
inflamed his couragé and his hopes, he assumed
beforehand the manners “of’ a preférred lover,
raised his tone, ‘and, inishort, took liberties which
offended the known favourite to such a degree
that he’ resolved not to leave his msolent tementy "
unpunished.

Potemkin one day called upon G-regory Onloff
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and found him alone with' his ‘brothér Alexcy. -
The haughty -manner apd air of ‘assurance with
which he approached the two brothers, increaped
the growing ill.will of the eldest, who thought
- this a favourable opportunity -to let the presump-
tuous youth feel the effect of his resentment. ' He
intimated as much to Alexey by a secret nod, and
they bath purposely irritated Potemkin by galling
observations, which made the latter forget the
respect which he aowed to the Orloffs as his
_superiors in rank., They resented the insult on -
the spot by falling both violently upon him. - He -
was ‘obliged to submit to a disgraceful.treatment
which he durst not revenge, and it was on,this
. occasion that he is supposed to have lpst an eye,
though it is more generally believed. that-it-was
struck by a ball in'a tenpis-court, and that he
put it out bimself to free it from the -blemish
which it dprived from the aqcident. :
His adventure with the Orlofis was, however
favoprable for him in its consequence.- Catharine
easily discovered the share which she had in the
transaction. Regarding Potemkin as a victim of
his admiration for her,’ she wonld willingly bave
given him consoling testimonigs of her gratitnde ;.
* but as she dared not offend to such a degree
" the Orloffs, whom she.still feared, she determined
to break off those private parties in which Potem-
kin could no longer appear.’
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' The natufal levity of the Orloffi- made them
soon forget the affair ; they gradually resamed
their former intimacy with Potemkin, who, cau-
tiously dissembling, procrastinated his revenge:
But avallmg himself of the 1mprudence -of his

‘enemies, he again approached his-sovereign, and *
iniproved every opportunity of manifesting how
ardently desirous he was of her favour. The
manner in which he was received by the Empress
strengthened his- expectations ; his confidenee in
his success became such, that he was not afraid of
. owning his hopes. Catharine, far from being
-displeased at the boldness of this presumption, con-
‘ferred every day fresh marks of kindness upon her
secret admirer. Potemkin was appointed a cham-
Berlain, This office, independent of its giving the
rank of major-general and the title of excellency,
enabled him to have free aceess to his sovereign.
But this access inereased his passion, and the invi-
‘sible obstacles whiehihis all-powerful rival was yet
opposing to his success; reduced him to despair.
Fortunately, the war against the Turks, which
“began in 1769, and ended in 1774 by the peace
of Kainardji, was just commeneing. -Potemkin
obtained leave to repair to the army. The Em-
press particularly recommended him by a letter
‘written with her own hand to General Romanzoff,
‘the commander-in-chief of the Russian troops,
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.who afterwargls obtained the surname of Zadewna-
iskoi for his brilliant passage of the Dapube in
.1770. Potemkin served under him as adjutant-
.general. , ‘
Ramanzoff could not help receiving, Potemkin
well ; but he never gave him his confidence; nor
-ever employed him on any important service; yet,
« like a skilful courtier, who foresaw the high favour
towhich Potemkin mightarriveatsome futuretime,
e availed himself of his good conduct on several
occasions to give the Empress the most splendid
~ account of his zeal and valour. Delighted with
any pretence for exalting the object of her secref
_partiality, Catharine appointed Potemkin a liey-
tenant-general, This rapid promotion stimulated
-him to still ggeater exertions. He hoped to.-
derive from. intrigue the means of accomplish-
ing what his courage had so happily commenced. .
Being apparently reconciled with the Orlofs,
who were yet"'all—powerful at court, and knowing
them to be on bad terms with the field-marshal,
Prince Galitzin, under whom he was serving at .
that time, Potemkin, in his private correspondence
with Gre’gé.ty Orloff, undervalued the services of
. that estimable general, and censured his opera-
" tions: but he did not succeed in having him
removed from his command, Galitzin, kepf “his
situation. Potemkin behaved with carelessness
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during the remainder of the campaign, and no
longer sought for opportunities to distinguish
himself It was natural for -him suddenly to
pass from extreme activity to extreme indolence,
and it was not always the want of success whlch
determined such a sudden change.

In the mean time he was informed that the
Empress, tired at last of a yoke which love no
longer rendered easy, had resolved to get rid of

Orloff. He immediately used every possible .

means of returning to court with the utmost
speed, and finding Marshal Romanzoff pretty
well disposed to grant ‘him any favour calculated
to remove him from the army, he readily ob-
tained of this general the promise of being sent
to Petersburgh with dispatche¥ as soon as the
troops gained ‘a success of. sufficient importance
to be announced by a general officer. Potemtin
did not know that the Empress had &nfessed her

being completely tired of Orloff to Count Panin, ‘\

who proposed Vassiltschikoff tosupply the place
of the discarded favourite. This lieutenant of
the guards being young and handsome, was ac-
cepted. The Empress appointed him her cham-
berlain, made him magniﬁcént presents, and
" treated him even in public with a familiarity

that betrayed her satisfaction. Orloff, in the -

" beginning of 1773, retired from Petersburgh, and
‘ ' c

r o A .

O ——
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" set out upobn a journey through various parts of

Europe.
The opportunity so ardently desired by Po-
temkin offered itself at last. Romanzoff, on trast-

ing him with -his dispatches for the Empress, .
requested his patrbnage at some future time. Bat -

Potemkin, who was informed that, after his de-
- parture, the' Marshal had expressed great. satis-
faction at being rid of an importunate dttendant,
vowed him an irreconcilable hatred which tasted
s long as his life.

The manner in which he was received by the
Empress would have delighted any one but Po-
temkin, who saw the sitnation to which he aspired
filled by another. The grief of his heart was
equal to the disappointment of his' ambition.
Unable to conceal his regret, he vented it with
much artfalness. After having been at first very
assiduous in his attendance at court, he on a sudden
appeared only very rarely, and with a dejected
countenance, 4n absent mind, speaking little, and
in a morose tone ; and when he had reached the

acmé_of despair which he thought capable of

moving his sovereign, he absented himself entirely,
lived in the most profound retreat, and gave it
out that he was determined to shut himself up in
" a convent. Surprised and angry at Potemkin’s
seclusion, Cathat:ine made some enquiries, and

v
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learnt, perhaps with iore satisfaction then aste-
nishment, “ that an unfortunate and violent pes-
“ sion had reduced him to despair, and that ip
“ his sad situation be deemed ‘it prudent to fiy
“ the object that caused his torment, since ity
“ sight could but aggravate his sufferings, which
“ were already iatolerable.”
As this account was given to the Empress by
* persons who had ber canfidence and that of Potem-
kin, she readily believed it, and appeared plessed
with the idea of inspiring a sentiment that wonld
Jjustify the choice to which her own inclination

impelled her. “ I cannot comprehend,” said

Catharine to ber confidants, “ what can have re.
“ duced him to such despair, since I never declared
“ against him. I fancied, on the contrary, that the
“ affability of my reception must have given himto
¢ waderstand thathis homage was not displeasing.”
This declaration was faithfully reported to Potemn-
" kin in his retreat. His friends taok care to add, -
that Vassiltsehikof’s high favour was .mergly ap-
parent, sud decrepsing evary day.

Potemkin, however, steady in his plam, retised
to the convent of Alexander Newski, situated at
mme-of the extremities of St. Petemsburgh, ap the

bauks of the Neva, npon the very spot where

Alexander 1, czar of Volodimir, gainegd a great

vietory iover he Swades, in. the thivteenth cep-

tury, wheio be was but pringe of Noygorod. He
c2
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“there took the habit of a monk, and declared his
firm - resolve to enter into holy orders. -This de-
sign was constantly lurking in the bottom of his
heart, in consequence of his first education. He
always mixed practfces of a most childish super-
stition with his ministerial occupations, with the
conviviality of entertainments, with the pleasures

of love, and with political intrigues. He delayed
~ an important journey, to visit a monastery ; dis-

. missed his mistress, to receive a bishop ; inter-
rupted an essential conference, to have the mitre
‘of a prelate embroidered with gold and pearls;
arid was- more frequently tempted to become a
monk thas an emperor. Had not death so quickly
put an end to his career, it is probable-that he,
who wanted to marry the Sovereign of all the
Russias, who was ambitious of ascendingthe
throne of Poland, and who aimed at the sove-
reignty of Courland, would have terminated his
lik in' & eloister. :

-"* Fhe farce acted by Potemkin, which the de-
votees considered as a pious return to heaven, and
of which sensible people suspended their judg-
ment, that they might first see how it would end,
caused a great sensation both at court and in the
town. - The Empress was greatly affected. Where
is the female that does not feel for the pangs oc- .
casioned by the passion she inspires ? Catharine
thought that so much love was eatitled to her

\
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best efforts to snatch from despair him whom it

consumed.” She secretly dispatched the countess -

of Bruce, one of her confidants, to the sorrewing
Potemkin, with strict orders to see him, to speak
to'him, and, without too much commlttmo her
dignity, to bring him back to her feet. Success
crowned the attempt. Potemkin cast off the
cowl, to fly with rapture to the arms of his sove-
. reign. -Vassiltschikoff, after having received ad-

ditional marks of favour, was, at the end of two.

-and twenty months, ordered to repair to Moscow.
Orloff, having returned from Revel, and made his
appearance at court at this very time, was mo-

mentarily restored to favour; and ghough the

Empress secretly cherished in her breast a passion
which speedily broke out, she kept fora few'days
upon good terms with a man, who fancied he en-
grossed her whole confidence, while, ingenious in

disguising her true sentiments, she felt no scruple' '

in deceiving him. Orloff was a second gime dis-
missed, and Potemkin, in 1775, raised to'thst
. eminence which he had so long ardently wished
to attain. ’

\

———— - - .-
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CHAP. IIL

Potemhin roised to the situation of o favourite,
. dcguires unoommon zrgﬂuence over the mind of
Catharine. ‘

No séénter had Potemhin beer installed in his
féw elevated situatioti, than he considered that’
the heart of the Emprésd might prove as incon-
stant to himi ¢ it Rad beén to others. He turned
Ris atterttion to the fieans of insuring her favour,
M stieh & degree at least, that if ever the caprices
6f love thould rob him of her heart, they might

- f6t strip hime either of the fortune or of the

poweér which hé derived from her, and which he

¥alued highet than the rest. This bold design

demsnded superior talents, great address, an artful
mixtite 6f apparent submission to the orders of
his sovereign, and a real ascendancy over her
will. He left no resources unexplored to subdue
her mind, afterhaving captivated her heart ; and so
completely succeeded in the attempt, that Catha- -
rine herself frequently expressed her surprise at
the influence which Potemkin retained over her
resolves, at a time wheén he had freely resigned
the power which love gavehim over her sentiments.
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Convinced that a constant adoration almost
always becomes fatiguing, Potewkin studied to
vary his manner and his behaviour towards Ca-
tharine.  Skilfully blending attentions with ca-
prices, he sometimes displayed with her the most
refined gallantry, and at others carried his rude-
ness to such an excess, that he did not even vouch-

. safe an answer when he was spoken to. He

availed himself of the first moments of her favour
to obtain new dignities, and disguising his ambi-
tion under the mask of love, he made the Em-
press sensible that her glory was interested in in-
suring, by real titles. a brilliant existence to him
who was honoured with her affection. He first

.caused himself to be appointed a general, which

in Russia is the next rank to a field-marshal. Fhis
happening soon after peace had been concluded

with the Turks, his commission was worded -
follows :

¢ Lieutenant-General Potemkin, having power-
“ fully contributed by his advice to accelerate

“ peace, is appomted General and a Count of the
¢ Russian empire ; and in consideration of his
* valour, and of the good and faithful services he
¢ has rendered in the course of the last war, Her
% Majesty ‘presents him with a sword set with
¢ diamonds, and with her portrait, which Her
¢« Majesty graciously permits him to ‘wear as a
« distinguished mark of her favour.”
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It was, indeed, a very great distinction to wear
the portrait of the Empress. No more than four’
voblemen éver obtained that permission, viz.
Gregory, and, after his death, his brother Alexey
Orloff, Potemkin, and Zuboff.

One of the first cares of the new favounte B

was to remove from about the Empress all who
had prejudiced him or who might do so at some
future time. He left nothing undone to obtain the
unlimited confidence of his savereign,” which -
facilitated -the disgrace of his rivals. - But his’
influence in state affairs was yet limited to the sug-
gestions which he ventured in-his private inter-
course with Catharine. Yet his pretensions in
this respect offered already a striking contrait
~ with the unassuming insignificance of his modest
predecessor Like him he oceupied in the im-
peifel palace the apartments destined to the fa.
vourite, which had an immediate communication
with those of the' Empress by a private stair-
ease. ‘But'often when surrounded by numerous
edurtiers, he abruptly quitted them to walk up.ta
the Empress in his night-gown, leaving his com-
pany in the utmost astonishment. The Empress,
on her part, not ounly tolerated this excessive fa-
miliarity, but frequently came down to the fa-
vourite in the course of the morning. The effect
~which this intimacy was. calculated to produce
ppon the courtiers; and how well the crafty Po-
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temkin turned it to his advantage, may easily be
imagined. He was, indeed, little less feared and .
respected than: the sovereign. "What need had

"-he to use any management with her subjects, '

when he treated the monarch herself with so little

‘ceremony ? - His anti-chamber was crowded with
" a number of individuals whom the edvantages of

birth,. rank and fortune, plahed far abeve him,
who were all eagerly watching .the moment of
paying their respects, and- who were not every
day admitted to this distinguished favour.

S —

Though haughty with the great, Potemkin. |

was often condescendingly familiar with persons ,
in lower . situations of life. Subaltern function-
aries frequently availed themselves of his indas
lence to obtain what the most illustrious persons
would not have dared to ask. Bnt sometimes he
made merry at the expence of those who were
more immediately in his dependauce, that they

_might not fancy they had too much empire over

him.  His secretary one day laid a wages that he
would make him sign a large pile of importang
papers to which he had repeatedly urged his sig-

. nature in vain during six months. He accordingly’
_ entered the favourite’s room with a huge packet-

book-full of writings which had cost him much

£

lJabour. At the end of three hours- he triam- . -

phantly returned from his cabinet and praclaimed

‘that he had won his bet.” But when the writings



" were e;;nined, it was found that, instead of his
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~

own, Poteinkin had signed every one of the papers
with the name of the secretary, who was reluc- .
tantly obliged to write them all over a second
time, and lost his wager into the bargain. -

By persevering in this capricious. conduct,
which was in perfect unison with his temper and
principles, Potemkin maintained his authority
and his sway over every rank of society without
ever falling himself under the yoke of any indivi-
dual. He was sure of the affection of the Em-
press, who at this time loved Kim without reserve.
Her munificence was always ready to grant what-

~ever his ambition could ask. He had long

coveted some of the higher offices of the state : but
they were all filled by men worthy to hold them.
To soothe his disappointment Catharine gave him
the rich governorship of Novgorod, which he
afterwards resigned for more important dignities.
And as she wished to exalt the object of her af-
fection as much as she enriched him, she thought
of raising him to the rauk of a prince, Yet, as
she was not accustomed to coufer this rank her-
self, she wrote with her own hand to Count Ga-

' litzin, her ambassador at Vienna, to order him to

prefer her request to the emperor, Joseph the
Second, pointing out the way in which he was to
go about the business in order to succeed.

The emperor assured the ambassador that he
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had but recently refused that dignity to two per-
sons patronized by the Empress his mother : but
that wishing to give Catharine the Second a proof
of his regard and sincere friendship, he granted
her request, and deemed himself happy in be-
stowing the princely title upon an individual so
worthy of it by his merit as Count Potemkin.
The ambassador dispatched an extraordinary
. messenger to his court to bé the bearer of this
- agreeable intelligence, and the diploma by which
it was confirmed reached St. Petersburgh soon
after the messenger. The Empress caused ‘the:
new dignity of her favourite to be proclaimed
* with much pomp all over the empire. '
Shortly before her majesty had decorated him
with the orders of 8t. Andrew, founded by Peter
I in honour of the Patron of Russia, and of St.
Alexander Newsky. He also was presented by
Prussia with the order of the Black Eagle, by
Denmark with that of the Elephant, and by
Sweden with that of the Seraphim. All these
courts eagerly complied with the request of the
Empress to honour her favourite with the most
marked distinctions of their countries. But Po-
temkin valued things only in proportion to the -
difficulty of obtaining them. He anxiously
wished for the orders of the Garter, of the Golden
Fleece, and of the Holy Ghost. In vain did the
Empress second his solicitations for these orders.



28 " THE LIFE OF

The two latter could -only be given to Roman Ca-
‘tholics, and the order of the Garter is never be--
stowed but in England. Even during his cempaign
~ against the Turks, Potemkin was still fondly hoping
for the order of the Golden Fleece. Amoug the
diamonds which he displayed on his table by way
of amusement, in the presence of the Prince de
Ligne, there was a magnificent -fleece worth one
hundred thousand roubles.

About this time Potemkin also succeeded in
obtaining the dignity of a lady of the palace for
his mother, and that of maids of honour to the
Empress for his three nieces, the Misses. von
Engelhardt; . These situations were considered \
as extremely honourable. The former gave the
right-of wearing the portrait of the Empress set
with diamonds, which remained in the possession
of the heirs of the lady of the palace. The por-
trait only ‘was returned in-case of death. The
maids of honour, by way of distinction, wore the
initial letter of the Empress's name, set and
crowned with diamonds. To all these marks of: -
favour the Empress. added presents of considerable
landed estates, and of large sums of money.

Potemkin was the first of Catharine’s favourites
that had a settled monthly pension of twelve
thousand roubles. On every first day of the
month he found that sum upon his dressing-table.

!ndependent of the immense income which he
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enjoyed, his household expences were entirely
paid by the Empress. One hundred thousand
roubles were annually set doyn in the expenditure
of the court for his table, without reckoning his
wine, which he received likewise ont of the
imperial cellars. The coaches and livery servapts-
of ‘the court were also at his orders, and yet his
‘expences were so excessive, and his income so
badly administered, that he was constant!y in-
volved in debts. Whenever the load of them
proved too oppressive, he used to apply to the
Empress, who sometimes’ expressed her displea-
sure at the insatiable prodagality of her favouﬂte,
but always ended by paying hls debts.
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CHAP. 'I’V

Potemkm resigns his situation of fuvountc

Forthe shm't space of two years Potemvkin had
enjoyed this powerful inflaenee over the heart and
mind of the Empress, when he thought he might
wesign the situation of favourite without losing any
of the important advantages attached o it, and
while he oeased to be her lover, continue tobethe *
friend, the confidant, or indeed almest the ruler of
his sovereign. e took his measuves aceordingly,

-and' prepared for this change with a facility that
_ confirmed what had generally been supposed,
. that he had taken the situation as he quitted it,
ntmely, from motives of self-interest or from his
own free choice. It required, however, more
address and talents to relinquish the title of lover,
and yet to keep the prerogatives attached to the
situation, than to maintain his post. A happy rival,
_preferred on the score of pleasure, particularly if he
should be possessed of -boldness and -ambition,
must always be a formidable competitor. Yet, in -
sprte of this risk, Potemkin completely succeeded
in the attempt

The Empress had recently taken two young
secretaries for her private correspondence, Berbo-
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rodko and Zavadowski. The former aferwards
acted a oonspicuous part in politics. The latter
was the son of a clergyman in the Ukraine, and
sufficiently handsome to attract the notiee of Ca-
tharine. - He was, besides, a young mar devoid
of firmness and of energy, better adapted to be
the instrument of the passions of others, than to
act for himself; rather learned than witty or
amiable, and no ways formidable to Potemkin,
who, perceiving the dawning partiality of the .
Empress, had carefully observed him, and fougd.
him perfectly proper to answer his end. From .
that moment Potemkin resolved ‘to urge Zava-
dowski on, toencourage him, and to use every '
exertion to have him for his suocessor.

It was abeut this time that the Empress made
. & jouraey to Moscow o celebeate the peace, and .
to extingmish the yet remaining embers of they *
troubles excited by the rebellion of Pugatchef.
On this excursion, she was of course attended by
Potemkin ; bat on the voad the litter complained. .
of an indisposition which must obviously render.
him less agreeable to Catharine. After their re-
turn to Petersburgh, his complaint of bad health
continged ; but his attachment to his sovereign,
his zeal, his devotedness to her service, seemed .
to augment in the same ratio with his infirmities, .,
and the more he becamne us€less for her pleasures,
the more ke rendered himself of essential service -
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to her affairs. - He at length solicited an interval
of rest to recover his thealth, giving her majesty
to understand at the same time that it would be-
for a short period, at the end of which he hoped
to be reinstated in all his rlghts, which he was
more than ever disposed to assert.

'He was, however, perfectly aware of the con-
- sequences of this step; it was indeed his deter-

mination to rest for ever, and not to commit the
imprudence of resuming functions, which are
never so securely performed when they have been

once abandoned. Catharine, who had for some -
time struggled beiween love and gratitude, still -
felt the ascendancy which a favourite, as commen-

dable for his beauty as for the amiability of his

, mind, had gained over her. Though ever so dis-
- posed to make a new choice, she could not de-

termine to-declare it formally. She was afraid of

- afflicting Potemkin, and yet she was already in

love with ZavadOWle This young man com-

. bined, with a vxgorous constitution, a charming

figure and blooming health. A kind of simplicity
and ignorance of court etiquette, lent him new
charms in the eyes of the Empress. The contrast
_of his ingenuity with the studied manners of her
courtiers, became so powerfully attractive, that
she had no longer strength to combat her incli-
nation. She secretly wished that Potemkin might
not oppose this new ser'l.timent,\ but be contented
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with her confidence an(i friendship, while he was
losing her affection. "This secret desire. was the

precise point to which Potemkm wnahed to brmg :

hls sovereign,

When he was sure of havmg attained his end,
he did not cease acting his part; but expressed
so much sorrow, that Catharine fancied she should
never be able fo console him in his misfortune.

Her bounty showered new favours upon him; and

when Zavadowski took possession of the apart—
_ments destined for the favourite, Potemkin had
angther suite of rooms prepared for him in the

imperial palace. But to submit in some degree -
to the custom established with respect to the dis-.

carded favourites of Catharine, he left Peters-

burgh for a short time, and inspected his gdvern- '

ment with the greatest attention.

"On his return to Petersburgh, the Empress
presented Potemkin with the palace of Anitchkoff,
which she purposely bought for him. Instead of

expressmg his gratitude for such a magnificent.

glft Potemkm appeared dissatisfied with thé fur-
mture. Catharine, always obhomg and generous,
" gave him elghty thousand rubles out of her pri-
vate purse, to furnish it anew dccording to his
taste. He took the money, but did not deVOtg it

" to the purpose for which it was gnen He con-,

* finued to reSlde for ‘some time m the lmperlal
palace and removed at last to an hotel nédr the
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boReaag,

He lx'lltJa'ge ﬁy means of a co\:e‘rglim“llery whlch

%‘Te coulll 'visit
‘his sovereign at ‘any hour without aftractinig the
attention of the pubhc, and also récéive her pri-

,,,,,

| !v.:lt—ely The 'Em ress mdeed frequentTy availed

herseff o of ‘this" convemence, "t comsult him 4s Rér
adv:ser on the most lmportant aﬁ‘alrs and shie.
stlll felt for him'a predrlectlon, resultmg ho doubt
from the srlmlarlty of their characters ‘anid 'the
grestness of their’ v1ews.

Potemkin having now ‘assumed ‘the’ part of a -
frlend and confidant, "Catharine ‘in ‘a ‘short time

'confessed to hlm, w1thout dlsgulse ‘that shehegan

to be tired of Zavadowskr, and wished fo give
hlS place toa more amlable obJect He proposed
‘the major of a reglment of hussars, ‘named
Zoritch ; who 'was 1mmed1ately accepted ‘Ca-

itharme satlsfied w1th the appearance, the’ under-

standmg, and the manners of ‘her new: lover, tés-
tified her gratrtude ‘to Potémkin by a present of
one hundred thousand roubles and Zorltch on
belng mstalled in hls new functlons presented
him with’ 2 ‘similar sum and this kmd of fee to
Potetnkm for his recommendatlon was ever after

‘glven ‘to hlm on such occaslons, as a matter of

course. Even those favourltes who Were chosen

_without his knowledge, were anxlous to offer the

bribe for the sake of insuring 'his benevolence. -
To all these extraordmary emoluments which

~ e
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soon raised Potemkin’s fortune much higher than
that of many sovereign princes, must be added the

~ considerable donations which Catharine used to

make him at certain fixed periods; such as his

-saint’s orhds birth’s day. These presents were sel-

dom below onte hundred thousand reubles: and Po-
temkin, always audacious and imperious, 50 well

" knew how to convert these gratifications into dues

to-whieh he laid a rightful claim, that, when once,
st the anniversary of his birth, the Empress,
-being dissitisfied with him, sent him only a tooth-
;pick-ease set with diamonds, worth thirty thou-
-send-roubles, instead of a-present of one hundred
thousand roribles which skie had :given him the
preceding years, Potemkin broke out into the
most vehemerit complaints; end Catharine, to
reconcile nvatters, presented him with the hundred
thousand roubles in addition to the trinket - sothat
the resentment whieh she had wished to shew,

-eost her Majesty thirty thousand roubles above

what she -had -been used tojgive on thése ocea-

~sions,

D2
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CHAP. V.

Potemkin assumes the management of state
affairs, and adds the Crimeea to the promnces of
the Rwswn Empire.

The address with which Potemkin contrived
to rid himself of the slavish functions of a fa-
* vourite, and yet to retain all his influence over

the mind of his mistress, evinced at once the
energy of an ambitious man who boldly.rushes
onwards to the object of his wishes, and. the
pliancy of a courtier. who neglects no resources of
craft and intrigue to further his designs. When
- he found his fortune and his power firmly estab-
lished, and saw that he had acquired the con-
sideration which he wanted for his ulterior de-
signs, he applied himself to state affairs, from
which he had hitherto generally kept at a dis-
" tance; and, always of an original turn of mind
and enterprising, he distinguished his new career
by a system of aggrandisement, of fame and glery,
that shed equal brilliancy upon his person and
" upon the empire. From this period, his history
becomes involved in that of his country. But,
it is due to historical truth to acknowledge that
his politics tended more to render Russia conspi-
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cuous than happy ; and that, under the influence
of his private passions, he either devoted himself
to public business with -undue activity, or ne-
glected it altogether with culpable indolence, ac-
cordingly as it stood in more or less direct rela-.
- tion to his own interests. In short, Potemkin as
a statesman was great and surprising, but he was

tainted with the vice most prejudicial to socidty—

a vice which shows that a. man may be possessed _
of a vigorous mind, and yet be devoid of mag-

nanimity ; his ambition was selfish.

.It was about this time '(1777) that Poterhkin
inspired Catharine with the gigantic project of
driving the Turks from Europe. The forees
and resources of Russia, if well directed, were
indeed sufficient for the execution of this
arduous enterprise; and the imbecility, igno-
rance, and improvidence of the Ottoman go-
vernment, warranted the most sanguine hopes
of success. But the capricious temper of the
man who planned the undertaking, opposed
" the most formidable obstacles to its execution:
not that his means were ill devised, but,
when the time for action arrived, his indolenece
always caused the best contrived plaps to mis-
carry. Any pleasure that offered would take
him off from the most serious affair ; the details
of his preparations were left to subalterns; his

movements were ummecessarily postponed, and the
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fivourable opportunity. missed. In the,midst of
his delays, he dissipated tlie sums he had,obtained,
for the necessary preparations; obstacles. were
multiplied, the embarrassments of the imperial
~ finances increased; and governmeat saw itself
under the cruel mecessity of overburthening the
nation with excessive imposts, which, after all,
were still' found insufficient. Rusdin was evem:
forced to fly to the ruinous resource of creating
a-paper-money ; and vnmense projects endeck1m
comparatively trifling conquests, which may
. - however enable the successors: of Cathatime to
follow: up her plans with better success.
With the view to force the Turks to a new war,
“the Russian government rendered: itself guilty of
many ‘infrections of the last tweaty of peace.
Several cities were builé in the govermment of
)‘kmf ; ameng others, Ehkatharinoslauf on the
frontiers of the Crimea, Cherson on the Black
Bea, and Maninpel ; which were fostified, and im
whiek all sorts of ammumition and war imphe-
mients were collected in large depéts. The Greeks
anid the Armenians of the Crimza were openly
instizated to emigrate. Numbers of them came
te: settle in ¢he mew towns; and every opper-
tumity of molesting the Furks was eagerly im-
© proved. - '
But when the Ottoman Porte had been pro-
voked to & pitchr whiek rendered war absolutely
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lww.? Rotewlsin, b, opg of it insxplicable
whims, ssemed, anxions o, preservs peace, and
gladly avalled himself of. the wediation of the
Erepch ambagsador to, sign 9 new conygution
with Turkey ; in which copcessions yere made
an both sides, aqd by which Russia was leﬁ at
1e1§w'¢ to play. the grbiter in the affairs of $umpe

The death of Maximilian Jogeph, Elector of
'{igvapq, had geylved the old preten;xom of thg
court of Yiennpg to thay Eleqtora;e ; and Freqenc
the Great, king of Prussia, bad marchgd an army
of fwo hypdred thousand men ipto Bobernia, 13

oppose these pretensions. Fotemkin threatened -

Austrig that the Rpssian trogps wnder prince
Repnin should join the Prussign army. A con-

- gress met at Teschen, 3t which Repnin wasl’

present in the name of the Empress Catharine,
apd Caunt de Bre};q:q;l in the name of Louis XVI
of France. Feace hgtween Prygsia and Austea
yas signed on the 13th of May, 1779. Both the
cabinet of Berlin and that of Vienpe now be-
came gnxions to form gp offensive and defensive
_ gllignee with the Empress Catharing the Second ;
and each of them perggived that, in order to have
sny chance of gucgens, Potemkin must be brought
over to ity intemest. The difficulty was how fo

officct this. The degree of pawer, wealth, and

honoury, to which he was azriyed, scemed o pre-
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clude all possibility of dazzling him by any pro--
posal. It is however supposed that prince’
Kaunitz,” in the name’ of the' Empress Maria’
Thereh of Germany, ventured to offer him a
considerable sum. Frederick, being of a more
parsimonious disposition, had recourse to a dif-
ferent bribe. He had secretly been informed
that- Potemkin had some views upon the duchy
of ‘Courland : " aceordingly he offered him his
intercession with the court of Warsaw, to put
him in possession of that country, and to indem-
nify the duke with some estates in Silesia. Po-
temkin at first was tempted by the magnitude of

+ the bribe; but he had projects of his own that
‘were more flattering, and aimed at creating an-

independent sovereignty for himself in Greece.

- He repented, however, having rejected the offer -

of the king of Prussia, when he considered that,
if he had accepted the duchy of Courland, it
would have been easy for him, with the help of
the troops-and money of Russia, to have formed
a considerable principality for himself at thé ex-.
pence of Poland, that was quickly declining to a -
state of absolute ‘imbecility: ~ Potemkin is re-
ported to have repeatedly said to one of his most
intimate friends: * Had I accepted the duchy of
« Courland; -it would not -have been ‘diffieult for

_ “ me to obtain the crown of Poland, since the
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“ Empress might have prevailed with the king
“ to ‘abdicate in my favour, and.he ‘would no:
“ doubt have been inclined to do so.”

In the mean time, Catharine'grew'di‘l of
Major Zoritch, her favourite ; and, with Potem--
kin's approbation, ‘she gave his situation to Kor-’
zakoff, the most ostentatious of her lovers, whom -
she loaded with diamonds and presents of all
kinds. -

But thése love intrigues did not prevent Ca-
tharine’s attending to the political concerns of
Europe. At the very moment when England
e’xpe‘ctéd the assistance of -Russia against her
enemies during the American 'war,- Catharine:
declared her adherence to the famous plan of the
armed neutrality, ‘to which almost all the states
of Europe successively acceded. Sir James-
Harris (afterwards Lord Malmesbury), who was
then English ambassador at the court of St. Pe-
. tersbargh, zealously exerted himself with prince
Potemkin to induce. him to determine the Em-
press to alter her purpose : but his exertions were
_ baffled by a singular stratagem. He had given a
long memorial to Potemkin, who promised’to
hand it to the Empress, and back it with his .
recommendation. However, .a young female of
the name of Guibald, -who was about the nigees
of prince Potemkin, and lived on a very familisr
footing with him, took the psper by stealth out of
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. the Pripge’s ppcket, and caxvied it to, hes qm-
ployers:  They, immediagely, ¢nriched it with
marginal notes, which yictoriopsly opposed all
the argumgns of the English minister; gnd the
writing was. then, withaut discovery retyrned to
the place wheneg it had begn taken. The Emy-

. PREsH on reading the memorial, naturally. suppesed,
the motes bad been added by Potemkin; which
confirmed her determination to maintain the
armed, ngutrality.

Potemkin g1l this while was at the snmpit, of
favoys. Eyery day spme pew present from thg
spvgreign increased hig immense. riches ; every,
~ day spwe new hopour was gdded to, the long
ligt of his dignities. The gourt, the army, the
wavy, were. all sphmitied to his cantrol. He
appeinted the ministers, the genersls, the fayoy-
sjtes, and removed them at his plessure; angd
bath his bgnevolence and his resgntment were
digtated by his cgprice.

With all the ontward appearance of a ropgh
. and frequently brutal frankness, Potamkip wes
extremely eriful.  With an absolute sway oger
the will of the Empress, he pretended to exist
aenly in serve her Majesty ; apd while he behayed
. with inselepoe fo all the great pevsonages of the
empire whawm he thought he conld affpnt with -
mpunity, he reserved his aflebility for those
whaom he know ta popssss spirit o cunning.
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Among those who. wese in his comfidence at
that time, the natorious Englsh major. Sempls
stoed very high. By his advice, Potemkin in-
troduced: several new. regulations in the army.;
and; had it not been for some of the Major’s own
ways and means o obtin money, such as writing.
threatening letters to the Duchess of Kingstom,
there is no doubt but he would have been soon
raised to the rank of a general. officer, or ap~
peinted consul at whatever place he'chose. Po-
temkim usually rewsrded his favourite counseliors
with placing them-as consuls in foreign coramenr-

" éial towns. At one time, he had not less than

two hundred in diffevent parts of Tuskey, the
Levant, the islande of  the Archipelago, &c. Awm
Irish officer of the name of Newton, who was
afkerwards guillotined at Paris, enjoyed likewisp
a censiderable share of Potemkin's confidence.
Of those who weuld not humble themselves

" before him, there was no one whom he hated

more than Marshal Romanzoff: be dreaded his

" inflexibility-as much as he envied his glory. His

aversion extended evem to Countess Bruce, his
sister, one of the mest intimate confidants of
Catharine, Povemkin anxiously watched for an
oppertunity to destroy her influenee; and it was
not long before chance threw ane in his way.

- ‘Fhe Countess had taken a fancy to Korzakoff, the

veigning favourite of her mistressy Potemkin
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. procured her secret interviews: with - Korzakoft,

not caring to sacrifice his friend, provided the
sister. of Romanzoff were involved in. his fall.

“* The Empress one day surprised the lovers to-

gether in her own room;  she instantly com-

wanded Korzakoff to travel abroad and sent.

the Countess to Moscow.

But the @ind of Potemkin was not entnrely
eugrossed by these court intrigues: he vehe-
mently desired to. haye Catharine crowned at
Constantinople ; "and, as-a preparatory step to

this ‘grand design, he determined to begin by-

taking possession of the Crim@a. To insure his
success, it was necessary to act in coneert with
the Emperor of Germany. . Catharine, wishing

. for a conference with. Joseply. the Second, re-

quested -him to come and join her in Poland;
and she soon .after set out for Mohilef, where
the had an interview with him on the 3oth of
May, 1780.

. The two monarchs agreed to attack the Turks

in concert ; to share the spoils between them ;
snd to re-establish the ancient republics of Greece,

* But Joseph's-counsel was to delay the declaration

of war, and he supported his opinion with argu-
ments soconvincing, that Catharineand Potemkin,
notwithstanding. their impatience to proceed to
blows, were compelled:to yield to.the solidity of
his reasons. Catharine invited the Emperor to
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visit Russia; and t.hat reondrch; almys fond of .
- .travelling, and eag'er ib_pursuit: of inforniation,
‘took . the roadi tordMoscow. ; -while Catharine. re-
turned - t6-St." Pete,ﬁb‘urgh, where ¢he+Emperor
“arrived ‘some time: after, and whese the Stlpuk-
tions of their  conférence at Mﬁbﬂef ‘were- con-
" firmed by a'formal treaty. . - ;.-
- " .:Net .long aftér the’ dépattmc of Joseph tthe
- Seeond from Petersbuigh,. Frederick the Greataf
" Prussia, in order to coiigierbalance theé influence
which: hé sspioted gigilimperor to hiave acquired
" -during his stay ‘at3liaskeirt of Catharine, sent his
nephew the erownspiineé of Prussia (who reigned
. after him by the name ‘of Frederick William the
Second), “to ;pay his respects to the Empress.
* Entertainments -as numerous and as magnifieent
as had been given to the Emperdr, were given to
the prince : but from something patticular in the
attentions shown to the former, it was ¢asy to
perceive what a different interest was attached
to the friendship of the tweo ¢ourts. '
. During the visits of these two illustrious stran-
gers, the influence of: Potemkin over the Em-
press appeated somewhat- dithinished ;. Catha-
~rine gave the situation of favourite, vacant by’
the dismissal of *the faithless Korzakoff, to Lans-
kei, ‘one of the Chevalier.guards, without eoh-
sulting Potemkin. Lanskoi was ¢f a very anéient
family in- Poland,, briginglly called Lopsky, sud
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6 the most beatttiful and interesting figtive tat
. fmugination ¢an peint. The Chevalier-giards in
Russia ‘donsist of 'sixty tall ‘and Bandsorive fnen,
“ull gfficers, and Yolding the rmk of oaptains -
4he army. Potemkin, their commander, enraged
#t-(wheat hé culled) the presvmption of Lamskei
to have accepted of his mew 'sitation without his
consént, continued debf o his apologies, and
leould hot.be prevaildd upon to listen to a reeon-
ofintitn bdt by mearms of two hundred thousamd
troubles, tivich the friendsof Lanskoiadviséd him
o dscrifice, to ward off the dangercus enmity ‘of
Asis superler officer. At this price, Potemkin
cinsentéd 'to Jeave thie ‘affeetions: of his sovereign
. wndistwtbed ; and 'traly they were deeply en-
jgopBd, Of all the dovers of Cathavine, Lanskoi
‘vras the man whom she loved tire most, and ‘who
Wt deserved der dove.
In the'course of the negocidtions ~w:ththemurt
rof 'Vietina, rekpecting the Fntended sttack upon
the Ottoman *émrpive, the Einperor having been
-informed that'the granddduke Paul Potroviteh was
‘going to vistt foreign couritries, vitsd the young
prifice to begin his tiavels by the Awstrian court,
tind apphed to Potetnkinto'secord his request with
the Empress. Oitharint teadily consénted. 'In
the month 'of Beptember, 1781, the grurid-duke
‘and the gtant: daehess weht throupgh Polund to
‘Wienna, and #éiice to'btily, Frarive,and Holland,
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“Whence '{Hey’fétuméd‘to St. Peterfsbhirph, ‘th‘g‘onfgh

Germany. . Dlring 'tHeir jodrrey, nothing thdé
happéned to tHein whs unkndwn 'to the 'Fmpfevs
A courier, réglilarly dispatched every ‘day, h-

‘formed Her 'where ‘they were, ‘4nd how ‘they‘Wéfe

employéd.

It ‘wds ‘extrerticly natural for the ‘travfless 'to
Swish, ‘in their tith, to be infSried'of 'what ‘Was
Passing at i’etereburgh ‘On ‘léving ‘home, 'the
grand-duke hall ‘reqiested prince Aléxdrider
"Kourakin, his most corifidéntial fifend, ‘wHo sc-

¢ompanied Hith ‘on his ‘travels, 'to engige ‘dvine -

person on whose zeal and'Veracity he could rély,
to inaintain a iinute correspoddence 'with Him.
Koutakin apphed ‘to the ‘chamberlaih, ‘Bibikof,
‘whoin ‘he knew to 'be sincérely attacheéd to the
‘grand-duke. They both wére ‘petfecily sérisible
that the regular conveyance of fhéir ‘letters by
the post would not be sdfe, since ot otily private
'létt'ers, but-also those addressed ta fofeign embas-

‘sadors, Were"frequently bi)ened at ‘the 'post-offide.
‘They thérefore agreed that’ ‘Bibikof ‘should seénd

“-his dispatches to the grind-duke by rieans of

pnvate tnessengers as ‘they could hot ‘suppose

-that’ the respect due ‘to the heir of the 'ih'fb'r;le

‘would suffer them to be ‘stopped on ‘the road.
“ey had not yet formed correct notions of the
“Boldness of Potemkin. 'The very first’ messenger

“was intercepted at Riga; and!the Tettérs, of wh:ch
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he was the bearer, were taken from him. The
- too-confident Bibikof had freely spoken of every
thing without reserve, and particularly of Potem-
kin himself. . Incensed at this presumption, Po-
" temkin did not hesitate to have Bibikof arrested
.and brought before commissioners whom he him-
_self appointed to be his judges. Their verdict
was easily foretold: but as the delinquency of
. which they pronounced Bibikof guilty, was not
. such as deserved a very severe punishment, they
tbanished him te Astracan; where he died some
_stime after. The despotic Potemkin thought this
example sufficient to deter others who might
have been tempted to fall into a similar indiscre-
" tion ; and it is highly i)robable..gfxat the grand-
. duke did not meet with .a single person_who
“had courage to fill the place of the correspondent
of whom he was thus deprived.
The -mind of Potemkin was about thls time
_oocupled with the thoughts of a journey, the
“ issue of which might prove, . of considerable im-
_portance to-the interests of the empire. In the
councils of Catharine, the question was frequently -
_ agitated, to devise means of peopling the pro-
. vinces which the Turks had ceded to Russia by
the treaty of Kainardji. Great sums had already
been placed at the disposition of Potemkin for
this purpose, but his negligence had always pro-
- crastinated the application of the means with
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which he hdd been supplied, and his prodigaligy.
. constantly ended in exhausting thosemmenns fruit-
*lessly. - Atlength, in 1783, he resumed . this pro-
Ject with that ardour which always marked his
pursuit of any design the first moment it struck
his imagination. He renioved to the government
of Azof about one hundred families, attracted from-
divers parts of Germany, and Livonia, the most
populous and most flourishing province of the
Russian empire. He even sent thither an English
farmer, whom the Russian minister at the court of
St. James’s engaged for him, to make agriculturad
experiments in those distant countries. TheseGer-
man, Livonian, and English families, were accam-
modated with materials for building; cattle for their
husbandry and private consumption ; corn, iron,.
" implements, and whatever was judged necessary to
establish such colonies and the manufactures most
requisite for their wants. Potemkin spared neither
-pains nor money to render these new provinces
flourishing. If the hopes of the colonists were
frequently disappointed ; if the brilliant promises
with which they had been allured, were often left
unperformed, it was the fault of his agents, and

not of Potemkin. To convince himself that his

orders had been executed, and to examine at the

same: time. the situstion of countries which bec-.

dered onTurkey, (and, for that very reason; aécopd-:
E . . e
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ing to the idess which then cooupied the cabinet
of 5t. Petersburgh, were 8o extremely important,) .

Putemkin requested and obtained leave of the
Extipress to visit them himself, and to reside for
sbme tithe.at Cherson, which was then building,
#ad the works of which he accelerated with incre-
dible activity. Catharine, with her wonted ge-
nerosity, granted him three hundred thousand
roubles for this journey ; which he began in the
month of September, 1782.
~ « No moner was Potemkin atrived. at Cherson,
dnn he forwarded with uncommon ardour the
negotiations . which were slready on foot with the
. severnl chiefs of the hordes of the Turtars of . the.
Crimme and the Kuban. It was the object of
these negociations to enguge the Khans of those
evuntries to pluce themselves of their own accord
under the protection of Russia, whose power wis
shresdy w formidable to them, thut. it was no-
great concession on their part to acknowiedge the
Eumpress tiwir sovereign. These considerations,

‘added to menuces, promides, bribes, and to the.
‘attival of aumerous reinforcetnents of troops ready

to support the demands of Russin under the order-
of Petemkia, and tb give them. u new weight,.
ot leagth determined the chicls of the Turtar
hordes, ‘They prowmized obedieuce to Catharine;

“and Potembin returaed 1o Potersburgh, with the

satisfaction of having obtained, without bloodshed,

-—
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a conquest of the utmost importatice for the secu-
rity and future prosperity of the Rusian empire.

Nothing remmained but to take legsl possession
of these provinces, and to render the pevple that
ihabited them, gs well as the rest of Burepe,
semsible of the peremptoty metives whick had
prompred this extraordinary medsure. This was
done by a manifesto, in the compeosition of witich
Potemkin had the grestest sharv. It stuted, that,
“ The last war agsinet the Ottoman envpire baving
“ been attended with the mest sigial sucoess, the
* Empress had eertsinly acquired the right of
 aniting to her emipire the Crimate, of which'
¢ ghe was in possession : thst, however, she
“ hesitated not to sscrifice thet sitd tadny other
“ conquests to het ardent desire of re-establishing
“ the public ttanquillity, and of conframing the
4 good undemstanding and friendship betweenr
“ her and the Ottoman Porte. That this metive
“ induced her to stiptilate the freedom dand in-
* dependence of the Tartary, whom she holl re-
“ duced by het arine; hoping te remove for ever
. “ by this means every caude of dissemion, and
“ gven of coshiess, betweerr Rustia and the Sub-
« Jime Porte, which was too often exposed to
¢ theve inconveniences by the form of govern-
. “ ment that then subsisted amony the Tartars.
* That she bad been obliged to imterfere with
' er troops, t6 queld several insurrections and

x2 .
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revolts, &c. &c. - That, the Turks having stil}.

continued to consider the Tartars as subjects of
the Porte, &e. &c., to put an end once for all
to the troubles in the Crimeea, the Empress
.unites to her empire the peninsula of the Cri-

,/meea, the island of Taman, and all the-Kuban,

‘as a just indemnification for ‘the losses sus-

- tained .and th.e,exp,ences incurred. That, in

declaring to the inhabitants of those coun-
tries, by the preseat manifesto, that such
is her imperial pleasure, she promises them,
for her and her successors on the imperial
throne of Russia, that they shall be treated
upon an equality with "her ancient subjectss
and that, in taking them under her high pro-
tection, she will defend (their persons, their .
property, their temples, and the religion they
profess: that they shall enjoy the most absolute
liberty of conscience in the public exercise of

_their worship and religious ceremonies; and
_that not only thg’nation- in general, but alse

each individual ime particular, shall participate
in all the advaptages enjoyed by her ancient
subjects. . But the Empress also expects from
the gratitude of her new subjects, that, toucheu
with these favours, -they will be sensible of the

 value of this fortunate revolution, which re-.

moves them, from a convulsed state of dis-
turbunces and dissepsions, fo one of entire:
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“ secarity and perfect tranquillity, under the
“ protection of the laws; and that, striving to
““’imitate the 'submission, " zeal, and fidelity of
“ those who long have had the happiness of
~* living under her government, they will render
“ themselves worthy of her imperial- favour
“ beneficence, and protection.” :

This manifesto was published at Petersburgh
on the 8th of April, 1783, on the same day when
Potemkin, desirous of achieving his work, set ou
for the army, after a short stay in’ the capital,

* At his arrival at Cherson, he received the homage
of. the Khan Schaghin-Gheray, * the same whom_
the protection of Russia had caused to be chosen
some years before, and who -had then sold a
sovereignty which did not belong to him. -He
was promised a pension of two hundred thousand
roubles a year, which he did not long enJOy.
This unfortunate descendant of Gergis Khan
retired to Moldavia, where he was seized by
order of the Sublime Porte dbnveyed to Rhodes,
and strangled.

. Being assured of 'the principal Khan and of
most of the other chiefs, Potemkin proclaimed
the will of his sovereign, and endeavoured to
persuade the ‘inhabitants of thése countries, by
" means of his’ emissaries, to subject themselves
freely to the dominion of Russia. Meanwhile
his troops penetrated into the Crimza, alorig with
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his agents, ready to support ‘their pressing soli-
citations, and to achieve by force what their
seductive fieans conld mot accomplish. Such
means, indeed, must always ptove infallible.
~ The inhabitants of the Crimea took the oath- of
aliegiance to the Ewpress ; and the fortunste
Potemkin hastened to inform his sovereign that
. a free and spontaneous determination had brought
to her foet hordes hitherte unsubdued, snd had
made her queea of Taurida.

It is in fact astenishing, that no Eumpeon
power opposed this easy conguest, Catharine
thanked Joseph the Second in particular for the
- indifference with which he witngssed the traus~

action; nor had she less reasom to be satisfied
with the¢ French government. Her Majesty ac-
oordingly presented Mr. de 8t. Priest, ambas~
saddor of France st Eotstantinegle, with the order
of 8t. Andrew ; thie star of which wns emriched
with magnifiesnt diamonds.

But although his plans of usurpation had so far

prospered beyond his wishes, the flattering com-
- phments with which Potemkin had ceremed the
Emprem, weve unfortunately confindicted by the
everts that followed. As wom as the Bussiah
troops were partly withdrawn from the country,
several of the subaltern chiefs of the Thrtars, wha
had wot shared the Bribes of tlie prineipal Khans,
and who svese indignant st secing thomsclves
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woder thv dﬂuuon of Russia, leagued tagether,
and egreed to shake off the yoke, and rather to
fall yoder the sway of the Turks thay wader that
of Rumsians gnd Christians. An insurtection
brake out in the Crimma ; but Potemkin was not
the man who would thus relinquish his work to -
the diseretion of a few rebels, It was not long
before bs leamt, at Petersburgh, what was going
forward. He immediately wrote to General Payl
Potemkin, his cousin, on whose attachment,
awtivity, and vigourous real he could depend,
to. smbdue the Twters, Ke gave him full
powsrs 4o apt ‘as he liked, snd placed nume.
.7oue traope at his disposition. The General ag. -
quitted himmelf of his commission as well as hig
caiisin had foreseen ; and but too well in the eyes
of hamanity, if every thing that has been reported
sbout. this axpedition. raqyebs gradited, He dige
pavad the rebels, took adwy of them prispuers,
sud cassed & great pumber of Tartars of all ranky
sad. ages to be sxecuted. To escape the certain
punishosant whish ewaited them, thousands fled
the country. Thew terrible messures consoli-
dated the posessian of the Crimees in the hends
of the Russians; but they reigned over spercely
half of the popnistion which the peninsula 099-
tainnd before the conquaby, .

This wes, vo doubt, 3 deplomhle and hshtful
eﬁct of ambltu)n s but the moralist, mﬁ&t n
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jfx’démeht ‘over the actions of statesmen, rarely = ‘

Witnesses any other. Yet, if we look to the fur-
ther cunsequences, and carry our views into futu-
‘fity, to try, by a more extensive scale and in its
most distant bearings, the service which Potemkin
tendered to his country by the conquest of the
Crimea, we shall be forced to agree, that never
did any subject deserve better of his sovereign,
‘or any individual of 'his countrymen. If hence-
“forwards Russia be safe against any attacks in the
East and South; if her finest provinces may
securely cultivate in peace the precious gifts which
nature has lavished upon them; if population,

" marufactires, and commerce, may there flourish

in safety ; if the shores of the Black Sea behold

her flag trinumphantly ruling the waves ; if Con-
stantinople, trembling before her, be sooner or
~ later doomed to acknowledge her laws; if the

" delicious continent of Asia, the fertile Georgia,

the still more beautiful, more varied, and more

.. wealthy Persin, ever become her tributaries.or

. her provinces, Russia will be indebted for these
immense advantages to Potemkin, whe, by the
annexition of the Crimea, secured her aguinst
the inroads of the Tartars; and ‘while he. deli-

vered her from' her greatest plague and her most °

formidable enemy, gave her a position singularly .

favourable to extend ahke her power and her

navigation. : RS
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Much has been said of the massacres and exe-
cations which he caused to take place in the
€rim=za, in order to subdue the Tartars, whe
could® not be reconciled to their new yoke: bug

the accounts of these barbarities have, no doubt, . -

_ been very much magnified. When we see a man
so despotic, so violent, and so arbitrary, and whe
‘had so extensive a power as Potemkin, employing
‘gentle, artful, and conciliating means to effect the
changes which he meditated ; that circumstance
alone proves that he was not fond of sheddmg
blood. It .rested with him to shed it: if he
spared it on that occasion, why should he have
lavished it, or penmitted it to be lavished, after-
wards? Is it not more than probable, . that he
caused that blood only to fiow, which, unfortu-
nately, was absolutely. necessary to the preserva~
tion of his conquest?
. - The emigration of the Tartars has hkewm.
been .greatly exaggeratéd.  Some .incomstant,
uneasy, and superstitious hordes, always ready to
wander, fearing to be molested in their religion,
fled at fisst, it is tive; in. considerable numbers,
from their country. But will such a desertion
bear amy comparison with the emigration of
Englishmen, Germans, or Frenchmen: It re-
qmires cruel persecutions to make a proprietor, a
caltivator of the sqil, or a tradesman, the member .
of -a. civilized community, .and accustomed to
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oujay its swests, esvwe his home; while a trifling
wneasiness, 3 little wesriness. snd diagust, will
suddenly drive a Tartsr a thonssnd miles from hiv
babitation, Europe besides was struck with the
~ emigration from the Crimma, becanes it took

place in o mass; and no attention has been peid
¢to the incessant return of mumbers of families,
whio, soeing that their country was far from havieg
been doomed to misery, crowded - buktoam .
ofter the other. .

- Attempts hawve also heen mdetorﬂmlhlh
* fiest foundations of the towns and colonies astab-
. lished by Potemkin in the governments of Asef
and in the Crimeea. But thongh it were irue;
that, in their origin, these establishments wevs 20
mmsignificant as they have been described; is i
possible, on such oceasions, to do every thing st
once ? nay more, is it possible {0 do say thing-
‘i this way with repidity ¢ ' There is sot an en-
lightened and considerate ipdividual. but who
knows the contrary : yet such esteblishments ave
not: the les¢ entitled to our admirstion, The
seede of plants open, bud, and grow very different
from what they weve when committed to the
giound : apd is met our gratitude still dpe to the
hand by which they were sown? Time, besides,
has justiffed our observations. Liston anly te.the
travellers who heve sesn Chemon and Odesss,
and pertioularly the ipttor town, simoe 2 Frindh
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noblewen (the Dake de Richeliae) of the mesk.
- distingwished ‘merit, whe hes chosen Russis for

his ssdopted country, bee been cotwueted with the
. sdministration and the prosperity of this i i por-
~ tamt goverament.

Potemkin: here shows humelf in @ hghtv!ry
didferent from what he appeared ia the first period
of hig life. It is tywe that this whimsical being,
a compound of so many valuable gualitiea and
grest vices, was pompous, prodigal, vain, despetic,
insolent ; that he.spared no one, not even his
sovereign ; that he gave himself up to excesses,
which, owing to the strength of his constitution,
Jsecame as it were his habitual way of life; that
'he sometimes neglected important state affaics,
to abandon himself to the most culpable indo-
lence: but what an elevation of soul, what
energy, what a compass of idea, what an activity
did he diejlay when there was something grand
to be schieved! How srdently he loved his
sovereign, while her glory was so dear to him !

‘ how sincerely he was attsched todhis comatyy,
whieh he stvove 40 render illustvious and formi-
dable ! Potémkin wes bora for an exalted statiam.
He wanted to be 3 master; and the mament he
becams e, he perfarmed great things ; his mind
cimenived still grester plans; and it is perhaps
owing mors te his.education aid to the vieeswof his
countiy, theii-so the impesifactions ofhis characser

E-—-ﬂ;_ N et ‘.
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sad understanding, that he was prevented. exe-
cating them. Hiis genius pleaved Catharine, and
was in every.respect conformable to the genius of
that astonishing Princess. This was the source
of his constant influence over her: we must not
look for it in the intrigues which Potemkin con-
trived and conducted, merely as accessary means
or as pastimes, and which had their origin rather
in the whimsicality of his humour, than in the
belief that they might prove useful to his fortune.

ll

CHAP. VL

Potembkin uses all possible means to bring about
& war with the Turks, and to insure s success.
wHe is named President oj the Goxmlof War.

Aware thxt the takmg possession of the Crimaea
by means as illegal as those which had been em-
ployed, could not fail to determine the Turks to
war, Potemkin’ thought it high time to vesame,
with a renovated activity, the negociations with
the court of Vienna that had been suspended, -
and to conclude at length the treaty of an offen-
sive sod defensive alliance,. which, while it

’-
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insured the execution of the project of driviag
the Turks from Europe, was also to insure to the
two acting powers an -immense share of that

“magnificent prize. " Russia, to determine Joseph
the Second, did not hesitate-to promise that she
would favour with all ber might his projected
exchange with Bavaria, and assist the elegtion of
his nephew to the dignity of king of the Romans.

. At this price, the alliance was seon formed and
 the treaty signed, to the satisfaction of both:par-
ties. The news of this allianceé was made publie
in a manner calculated to mislead the Sublime
Porte ; which must, however, easily have guessed
that it was much concerned in the treaty.

At the moment when Russia was preparing
for a war which would employ all her forces,
it was important for her to be safe.against an .
enemy less formidable by his power, than by his
proximity, his-courage, and his pretensions. Po--
“temkin, who foresaw what she had to’ fear from™ .
the king of Sweden, and from an invasion which
would threaten the capital itself,” wrote from the
army to the Empress, to leave nothing undone
to insate the tranquillity of that ambitious and
entefprfsing neighbour.

Catharine, who felt the truth of this advice,
theught that an interview with the king of Sweden
would be the best means of keeping” on godd
terms with thst monarch.  She wréte to him,
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that, as.she intended to visit her pmﬁheeof PFin-
lend, she would with pleasure push her jourpey
to the frontiers of Bweden; and requested him to
meet her there, to treat directly with her about
their mutual affrirs. She fixed upon Frederick-
sham as the place meost proper for an interview.
The Empress appears to have been ignorant
that she had been anticipated in that quarter by
the Sublime Porte, which not only had made-
Gustavus sensible of the interest he might have
in crossing the enterprises and preventing the
sggrandisement of Russia, but had also reminded -
him of thie subsidies he received from Fravce on
the express' condition of assisting that power or
§ts allies in case of a war with Russia. - :
. Gustavus 111. did not want these coudsidérations,
to behold with regret the ambitious projects of his-
formidable neighbour; and if he could not ob-
struct, he had at least no ‘inclivation to faveur
~ them. Not to be solicited in a mannet oppesite
tofliis secret sentiments, he endeavoured to elade -
 the mvitation of Catharine, under the very plaus-
ible pretence of a rather serious accident whicl he
had just met with, - He had indeed broken ome
of his arms, and informed the Empml that being -
unable to miove, he was sorry to be under the
pecessity of deckining her invitation. This would
pot satisfy Catharine + the obstacles which Gus-
savus laid in the way of an mterview with her,. -
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irvitated her auxiety to effect it. She wrote to
the Swedish monarch, that, since he coukd not
come to Fredericksham, she would go to se him
at Stockholm. This offer left no alternative w

the king. To receive the Empress in the capital
of Sweden, would have led him to an exp'ence-

© ten times more considerable than that of a jour--

" ney to meet her. He hastened to Fredericksham

with his arm in a sling. Three days, passed in-
univterrupted conferences, were sufficient for
Catharine to muke Gustavus forget alike the re~
presentations of the Ottoman Porte and his en-
gagements with the court of France ;- though the
latter were backed by subsidies. He promised to
coinply- with the wishes of the Empress, and to
observe an exact neutrality during any war she
might be engaged in, with any power whatever.
In the mean time, Potemkin, confident thtt d
the Empress wowld succeed in her negociation,
provoked the Turks by demanding of the Otto.
man ministers the definitive conclusion, of thik
Treaty of Commerce, which had been mentioned
in 1779. In the present situation of iffairs, and
after the invasion of the Crimaa, it could not be
expected that the Sublime Porte should be dis-
posed to concede mew advantages to the Res-

", sians ; this demand was therefore evidently no-
. thing but a pretence to sound the Divan, and dis-"-
cover its inpentions. The Turks, however, made

o
5,
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* use of a-modération which was absolutely unex-
pected, and, actuated either by fear, weakness,
or.fidelity.to their engagements, they consented
to the treaty. : N

This commercial treaty, as may easlly be sap,
posed, was entirely to the advantage of Russia.
“'The ignorance of the Turks in .commercial mat-
ters made them leave the settling of the articles
of this treaty to strangers, whom the sums
lavished by Potemkin rendered completely sub-
servient to his views. Of eighty-one articles,
every one,almost ‘was favourable to Russia, and -
" prejudicial to the Turks, who, in regard to the
trade gnd navigation of the Black Sea and the
Archlpelago, conceded to " their rivals the ° same
privileges which they granted to their most an-
cient friends and allies. Russia thus acquired
new weapons for the aggressions and provocations
which she was seriously determined to continue
against the Turks, and which were hnally to lead
to an open rupture..

The zeal of Potemkin to increase every day
the dominion and influence of his country, suf-
fered no abatement. It has been said, that while
he appareatly exertéd himself so zealously for
Russla, it was in faet for himself that he acted,
and that he gimed at establlshmg an ‘independent
sovereignty for himself, which was to extend
from the Crimaa to the foot of the Caucasus.” This
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_ cireumstance ‘may well be' doubted. Supposing
_even that 'such a project had once crossed his

thoughts, no ostensible and positive step in his
whold life can be quoted that had the smallest

tendency to realize his design. But be this as it .
~ may, he spared nothing to remove the limits of

the. Russian empire as far as that famous chain of
mountains, the extent and inaccessible heights.
of ‘which were to strengthen it with a natural
boundary ; and he partly succeeded in- the at-

tempt. He was sure of most of the ndtions that .
dwell between the Caspian and the Black Seas.

The Lesghis alone, a dégeitful and savage people,

that could not be indgced to enter thto &ny we- ;

gociation, .opposed a serious obstacle, . He re=
solved to reduce them by famine. This project

- was, no doubt, cruel, but of easy execution. It

was also necessary that he should gain over the
ishabitants of the Imiretto, of Kartalinia, and
some others. He. had recourse to the. most bril-
liant proimises and most magnificent presents to
induce them to submit. He set forth the tran-
quillity which they would enjoy, particularly on

- account of the canformity of their religion; as
_ thes€ natioos are all, like the Russians, of the

Greek church. However, he met with complete -

success only with Heraclius, Prince bt Kartalinia,
who, ‘after a long vesistance, consented to do

homage to Russia. It was Geunera] Panl Potep-.

b3

4
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kin whe, under the direction of his cousin, tes-
minated this important affair: The Empresy
received the deed of the subimission of this FTartas
chief as a fresh mark of gallantry on the part of
.Prince Potemkin ; and she sent to Heraclius the
decorations of the order of St. Andrew, set with
magnificent diamonds.  Under Alexarder the
First, those diffevent principalities, and the whole
of Georgia, even beyand the Caucasus, wewe unitéd
with the Russian empire, and assimilated ta the
rest of the provinces.
- Biery day Potemkin was. sendmg his emissavies
* to a greater distance. He even carried his in-
trigues. as far as Egypt, whither he dispatched
commissaries with orders to scatéer dbout money:
and promises, and to neglect no means of foment-. -
“img a spirit of revolt. ke probably intended to
apen some new source of commerce with thet
“eountry : but his principal object was, undoubt-
edly; to ereate fresh embatrassments to the Torks,
and in case of a rupture, which appeaned inevita-~
ble, to divide. and wedken their forees: by obliging
theny to keep troops in Egypt to - restrain the
insurgents. The Diivan perceived: his intrigues;
"ands guessed at their trae motives, but continued
to dissemble. In the mean time,. wise precau~
tiois were takewm, whick prevented the rising
discontents of Bgypt from breakmg ont -into &
gmdfermentwom .
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Potemkin id likewise rejiottedo hisivd sitentpied

#t this very titne to indue¢ theé Hospodats o8 Ml
davia and Wallachia té acdtiowledge themiuelves
tribratdries of the Russtm empiré; and it is said
hit the Empress had protuised Pofemkin the
dniownt of the ttibute, amd the digiity of a pritice
of Moldavia #ixd W allachis, if He succesdat is sub
diting the chiéhh of thes¢ tountries. It would
indeed have been more congonidnt with the interest
#rd with the dlterior viewd of the Emrpréss, thet
thiese ' two impottant providces, €N keys of e
Buropeatr part of the Ottoian etirpite, should
Belorig to one-of heér subjects, rafhiér than eon-
tinde it the hutids of aRelr pritices, who Wend-
tecustomed to consider Widindslves a9 indepens
dent:  Swayed by sueh iotives, Catlirine gtk
pethape Bave comsetited t6 éreet for Porenikia
titis ivdependent sovereignty ; But the tiegeciin
fiorts whicly PstenRin dothmeticed for this pavs
pose et with fo sacedss: Foseph thie Seécond,
who, it the pitfected partition of MW TuorkiB
dothiriong, wis naturally’ to have Mokdivid: dad
Walkichis for ity shure, eXpréssdd sorie didpitens
sure ot the sttempt 16 rob Kirh' of (B¢ hope ; dnd
e?khk who Mad powetfud indireémenits tict 64
tuonrtl, fefitiqistied Btd design and

his pretersions,
- After' sWedess had erdtied Kis eufefpmé upoh
e Criited, dnd: #hidr by adrey, b pesevey
r32
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tance, and his activity, had united numerous
provinces to the empire, it was natural for.the
Empress to be desirous of expressing her satisfac-
tion and gratitude to the man who was at once
her prime- minister and the commander of her
armies. But Potemkin had reached such a height
of grandeur and power, that it was difficuls to
find any thing that could add to his .elevation.
- The rank of field-marshal was however yet want-
ing to his glory. Catharine had hitherto resisted -
the wish of conferring it upon Potemkin, to guard
Him against the shafis,of envy. Several compe-
titors could urge claims equal, :and in a military
point of view, even superior to those of Potemkin.
Gount Peter Panin had taken Bender in the fist
Turkish war, and quelled the revolt of Pugpts,
. @pef; Alexey Orloff had burnt the Turkish fleet
at Tschesme; and Prince Repnin had equally.
distinguished himself in war and in politics. But
the .explaits. of Potpmkin were more recent, and
his conquests shed over Russia ‘s spleadour which
struck every eye. Catharix.xe ‘thought she was
reconciling justice with her inclination if she pre- -
ferref Petemkin to his rivals. However, that.she
mighg pot offend - them, she appointed Prince
Potemkig president of the council of war; which
situation gave him the rank of a field-marshal.
" To this favour she added that of naming him
governer-general of the Crimza and the other
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cenquered provinces, which formed together a
government by the ancient name of the Taurida,
As Potemkin was already governor of Azoff and
Astrachan, he thus united under his direction, or
rather, agreeably to his character, under his do-
minion, an extent of country more considerable
than is possessed by many crowned heads in
Europe.”

But, being anxious to increase his power stilt
more, Potemkin represented to the Empress, that
pations recently subdued, and of a restless dispo--
sition, -required a formidable body of troops to
keep them in submission. He accordingly ob-

.tained thet his army should be ‘considerably aug-

P

mented ; and having, as president of the counciF
of war, the advantage of selecting the best regiz
miefits, he formed his division from the flower of
the Russian troops. -

-~

Yy FY
. o
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CHAP. VIL

« Patemfin effects gteat changes in the organisa-

.
-

- tign of the Russiaw army, and vainly opposes
.-the lemgug gf the Princes of the Gam

- emptre.

" 1, hitherto, Rotemhins infuencs hod heen
restradngd gs well 93 divided, it now hecame- s,

shsclute and eptite, that the desting of bis camm-~
try was cqmpletely in his hande.  The instpnt -he
became premdent of ‘the cenusil of war, he dis-
poacd at bis will of the-farces of the ompime, and:
asinmed the sols apd abeqlute managemens of
whateyer welyted to ths treops.  If he eauld pot

command every army, he influgnced the noming-. -

tion of every general; and, from the manner in
which he equipped or victualled . the respeetive
diyisions of the army, this influence extended to
their operations, His talents in the administra-
tive department of an army were undoubtedly as

” . great as in active warfare : but his operations_in

this department were also tainted by his vices ;
and these vices were’ frequently the source of
disorder, confusion, and depredatiops, which any

other chief would have either p:evenwd or

mded
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" His dewputic hamour, for instaiice, and his
pride hindared his lisening to any advice. He
‘matle regulations and introduced new laws, with--
out inquiring how far they were couvenient;
- ‘without considering how far their exeettifon was

. connected with difficuities. It must however Be
-aocknowledged that, if his restless' activity sog-
gested at times changes of trifling utitity, wuch
inngvations regarded only minutie; but that tife
'~ ‘alterstiome which he introduced in the essdntid]

- and fundamental systemt of the army, were excel-
lent and peculiarly adapted -to the character of
* his nation. Potemkin’s judgement was too" ex-
~quisite to fail ‘him in any important point. To

appieciste his operstions, we irast examine the
+ thilitary establishment of Russia in 1784, wheh
* he assumed its admyinistration. .

&t appears, from the most accurate lists v‘vl’nch
we have been able to procure, that the reguldr
infantry at that time consisted of two hundved
and forty thousand mien, including the regiments
of gnards ; and the cavalty of thirty-five thousand
.. én, which bear he proportion to the infantty.

But as the irregular troops, raised only in tithe of

war, whose number éanmot be ascertdined, ‘ate

chiefly eomposed of light-horsemen, such as Cos-
- sacks, &c., the proportion was restored, und Russix,
* with thirty-five thousahd regular ‘horéemen, was
then on & par with all the great powers of Enitope.
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< The. regnlar sroaps ware: sl -extvewdely efi-
-cient with regard to clothes and equiptgnt s and
. it.may easily be supposed, that the Bussians, whe
had. begun to be civilised much later then the
other nations of Eurppe, were likewise.slower.in .-
appreximatiug the forms generally adopted in owr
days with respect to military dress and cestume,
Potemkin introduced improvesuents, which not
.only gave the Russian soldigry a better appese-
ance, corresponding with the charaster of the
Russians, and calculated to -plegse them; but
‘which, in a ﬁx_iljtary point of view, promated the
health of the soldiers and facilitated their masches,
and evolutions. He -ordered their -hajr to" be
cropped ; and by that mesns saved them's trou-
blesome care,;apd a wasting of time which could -
_ be applied to something more useful. - He gave -
them, coats with. very short laps, panfaloous, pud.
.half-bpots, whieh, by leavisg more play to the
limbs, rendered. the motions.of the soldiers more
- free and eesy, and their appearance altogether
" mere uniform. . To- proteet them againet the iv-
clemeucy.of the weither on marches.and guards,
he_prpvided them with great-cpats,, or cloaks, of
a .more comvepient shape then those .of their
ancient. pational costume,; He armed them with
firelocks of dess ‘weight; and in this. respect, as
_well as with regard to the formatjon of ‘dagvment.
.carps, he nearly copied the usages of France.
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The Russian army received almost the same orga-
nigation gs bad been introduced in-the French
aroty by Count St. Germain, in 1776. Potemkin
also increased the number of the troops.

. These innovations werve undoubtedly -advan-
tageous, if we consider them in a military point
of view, whieh places the prosperity of epires
in the-preponderance they acquire by force. To
tliese different improvements in dress, arms, orga-
nization, and tactics, the Russian troops add those
military virtues by which they always were dis-
tingstished ; - the habit of a hard and frugal life,
the readiness to bear fatigues of all kind with as
much cheerfulness as constarcy, a severe disci-
pline, an uynshaken fortitude both in offensive and
. defensive operations, an heroic courage, an exem-

plavy:patiénce under sufferings, and the contempt -

of death. Combining the most precious natural
qualities with whatever strength and consistency
art is emabled to superadd, the Russian troops
became truly formidable, and seemed to-threaten
Earope with a super'lonty flengerous to other
powers.

At this penod they omly. wanted to establish
this superiority in an ‘undisputed ‘manaer over
the Turks. Though it was difficult to obtain an
authentiecession, yet the canguerors were sensible -
of its importance to insare the tranquil possession
of, the' provinces they had invaded. - It was the
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constant policy of Casharine to induce the princes
whese possessions she intended to invade, to re-
' sign them theuviselves; and she never failed to
“shew excellent reasons for ¢heir doing so.- The
Jesson has been remembered, and her policy imi-
‘tated. It is worthy of the present age, since it
- favours selfishness and want of honour. H .con-
~ querors formerly decided every thing by open
force, they did not carry their refinement so far
us to wish to hold in the same hand the palm of
triumph and the sword of justice. ‘

.. Potemkin solicited the Porte to acknowledge
the Crimza-as a Russisn province; and the faei-
lity with which this request was acceded to,
-would be truly amazing, were it not known that
Frauce persuaded the Turks to comply, because,
being invelved in a marititne war with England; -
this power did nat wish to have any allies to sup-
port in the East, and was anxious to keep on
good terms with Russia, on a¢count of the armed
neutrality.

: Although Potemkin appeared to have tied his
haunds up by obtaining his request, and to have
placed himself under the necessity of renounting
kis grand prejects, he yet harboured it the secrecy
of his heart more than one subterfuge to break
with the Sublime Porte. He felt that the empire
* stoed in need of rest. It was highly necessary
s consolidate and to re-people the newly con-
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sguiered proviuses, since,- independent of a con-
sideraile . dsnamution in the number of inhabi-
tants, occasioned - by the war and frequent emi-
grations, the Russians, in order to put an end to
¢he restlessness by which the Tartars were con-
tivually actusted, had been under the necessity
" of transplnting sbove forty thousand of them.in
other gavernments. - Catharine thought she could
not confide tlie care.of repairing these losses to
better hands than those of the able and fortunate
statesman who had added those fine provinces to
her empire. 8he gave full powers to Potemkin,
srd placed three millions of roubles at his disposal,
to begin useful establishments in the Critmea, to
baild towns and villages bétter adapted for: sh
sgriculiursl people than those of the Tartars, to

argamise a proper magistracy and police, and to .

_ introduce, in short, a kind of civilisation caleu.

" lated to vender that country happy and pros-
pemus '

‘The Finpress bestowed upon Potemkm a gratifi.
catian of ane hundredtheusand ronbles for thetrea-
ty:he had conehided with the Poste: at least, the
imperial wkase, whichawarded bimthat sum, men:
tiened no morve. - PBut it was Catharine’s constant’
practice to conceal part of the sams which shé’
so profusely lavished upen certain individuals.
When we recollect the important gratifications
‘which bad been givem to Potemkin on less im-
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portant”occasions, it is difficult to suppose that
_the generosity of the Empress should have been-
s0 limited on this; particularly as it is generally
knbwn, that in this very year (1784) he purchased
lantded estates in Russia, to the amount of four
~hundred: and fifty thousand roubles ; end, what
surprised every one, he paid the money dewn for
© -this purchase. ‘He also acquired about this tidne
part of the rich domains which the Princes
Lubomirsky and Sapieha had possessed-in Pndaha
and -Lithuania. 'His enemies thought he was
providing for a retréat into Poland i but whatever
were his intentions, never did his favour appear
so firmly established ; never had he been attached
to his dountry by so many titles and dignities.
- The BEmpress honoured him with the surname’
of Tauritschesky (the Taurian); gave him the-
government of the Taurida, with the rank of-
Grand-Admiral of the Euxine ; and built for'him
a ‘magnificent hotel at Petersburgh, which was
called the Taurida Palace.. - < The grand front of .
« this building,” says Sir John Carr, < is of brick,
- < gtuccoed white. It isisituated in the east end
-« P the eity ; the centre is adorned with a por
“ tict® supported by columns, and” has a large
“ cupola of copper and extensive wings.. A
“ variety of out-offices, orangeries, and. bot-
“ houses, reach from'the left wing to a prodigious -
« distance. T the front is a court-yard, divided -
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“from the street by a handsome mailing. The
“ building is. exteasive,. but low ; and although
“ it has a princely appearance, it does #ot ensite
“ the admiration which a stranger feels ou emter-
“¢.ing-it. The kitchen, fruit, and: pleasure gandens
‘. ogrupy.a vast space of .ground, (watered by
<. several: cantls; over one of which is a flying
€ coyeresl bridge of gme arch, which an obecure
'« illitanate, Russian. constructed for the purposs
“ of .connegting the two sides. of ,tbe'Neva,-
“ oppusitq to the statue of Pyter the Great.” :
’lhe wealth of Pow(nkm,h” neyer bequanm- .
tamed . He in fagt had the imperinl treasure
itself at. his’ disposal. | The, Rev. Wm. Tooke'
" states, that in the first two years he regeived about
nine millious of roubles ; that he afterwards ac.
cumulaled immense riches ; that one af his book« \
eases- was full of gold, digmonds, and notes of
severnl banks; and that his whole fortune was
‘estipated at- fifty millions of roubles. Qthew
state it at sixteen, some at nine, and some at forty-.
millions. 'But if we jugdge of his fortune by his
expences, ‘it wust have been mpgh. more cqp-
siderable. His expenditure was, indeed, Apptyaf -
a tich sovereign. ~Independent of the: pragents -
. with which the Espress loaded him, ke bad the
revgnie of his namerous diguities, the gratifica-
tigns given him by foreign courts on the vignature
of auy impartgnt diplomatic treaty, and Ahe



beibes e exucted feém the favonritis. Wiv reat-
- pulls mymt uleo have besn hnmwense, simes he pos-
ssssed tiot less thaw fervp-Ave thiodsand pessants,
He: was however of a vesy avaricisus dispesition :
I even frequently vefaved 1o pay his tradesumen.
A cdebrated Freneh veterinery professey went
fom Vieuns to Petersburgh, for the purpote of
curing a beautifed. horee dsat load bevn presented:
‘to Potemitiss by the BEmperer Joseph the Seeond,
amd which was s ill that it had buew given over
by the prefession s€ Petarsburgl. The Prepch
professor Built o stoble for thie adimel wpea a
. pesticular comstitiction, anid By the most inecosand
atintion svcceeded it restoring it to hewhth
When the korssdostor waited upon Potonilio
with the jopful news, and efpected fo be pres
fassly rewarded, e wes refused adinittimce, -
sevey coudd ses i aflerwinds; ‘and never ey
pod. Yet; notwithstauding these oecasionsl aets
of avariciows dishowesty, his: prodigality i sonier
cobes vas sach thist he was frequently etitbarmiased.
Havitg' given: osllems for the most extrivigant.
preparstions - for an eutertsinment, the péron
uploy&vmdmkmaﬁemmsm
wisiels . they wonld' cost: < Whae, oV, ‘s
Putensliing « dv yow praeud te- lenow the deptly -
< of upytreasuryi™uinid W oiders were’ oyl
Althowgly Potenihiéa nd beew offonded a¥
Lanslivte atcepting the situativtr of # favourite
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witheut Hie conewrrenee, yet ho never had sy

sreason: to deubt his attachment to him. The

éduestion of Lanskoi had been much néglected:
Catharine tock the case of it upon hemelf. Sie

- adorned bis mind with wefal-knowledge, and he

dsoon becime as distingushed for ks acquires

ments and the.elegance of his manners, as he wag
by the besaty and gracefainess of hix pemon.

. 'The love wiiich the Empress bove to thisamisble
young swn was ardent and sincere : she admived
in him her own creation. But her happistess wae
not of long comtimvance : Lanskoi wax attacked
with a violent fever, and died in the arms of dier
Majesty, who kvished upon him to the st mo-
ment the most endearing appellations whicly tha
most passionate tendemess caw inspire. Whes
bre: was no mere, Catliarine: ordored herself o3 b
put to bad, indiflerent to life or death ; snd-giving
herself up to.the most poignant grief, she refased
2lb sustenance for several days, and remeisted throe

. months shut op in her palece. Potemkin toskr

" upon simselfto dispel: the grief of Catharine. e
was the only person who could presume: 0. pene-

. trate the: sebitude-in which: she pamssed her hours.
His infipesce at Jength recslled her to the caren
of her emipive ; and, whethor frqm gratitude, oz
from resl attuchment, the Bypress:is reported to
lraxe seuretly bound #ewr to- her by indisscluble
ties. But i it » bo cvedited thut the bald, the
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" ambitious, ths Baughty, the despotic: Potemkin,

on becoming her husband, chould have made no
use of the ascendamey ‘which this most striking
proof of sffection and -weakwess guve hiln_ oves

‘‘ler? that there should not have been any change
- in his conduct? that he should not have availed

Rimself of his rights; ‘and that he should, on
the contrary, have hastened to choose her a new
favowvite ! Besides, since the death of Catharine,

~ and under the reign of her eon Paul, the greatest

enemy to her merhory, the fact of thie pretedded:
secret . marriage wonldhavebeenhown, lﬁ ever
it had taken place. .

*Afver Petemkin had succeeded in rousing the
Empress from the profound melancholy in which
she had been so long absorbed, all ‘who had any
ambition at court, were desirous of seeing the
place, vacant by the preinature death of Lanskoi,
filed by some one whe would ‘allow them to share
in the favours dependent on the situation. Prin-
cess Dashikoff endeavoured to obtain it for her
son-; and success for a moment seemed to attend.
her intrigues.

« Prince Dashkoff was a. tall, ht‘ndsome young
man, well-shaped, and- of a figure adapted to
make gome impression upon the heart of the
Empress, - Potemkin, aware of these designs,:

" owrefully aveided any show of oppositien ; con-’

tradiction, he thought, would only -have served
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as a stimulant. He, on the contrary, feigned to
favour young Dashkoff ; while he seceetly ac-
quainted Catharine with every petty failing both
in the Princess Dashkoff and her son, not omitting
to exaggerate and put his own constructions upon
each. . No one was:better skilled: in the art of
mumckmg the defects of others.  The Empress
lnaghed heartily at his mimickry ; and the next
. day Potemkin sent to her, one after another,
Yermoloff and Momonoff, two lieutenants of the
horse.guards, with some trifling commissiom, .te

give her an opportunity to see these young men.

Catharine decided in favour of ‘Yermoloff: 3
= At a.ball that was given' at: court; Prince Daah-
koff displayed uncommon magnificence.. " Hie.

gourtiers new imagined- his trinmph.at hand,
- when they saw Potemkin particularly attentive
‘ta his mother. Delighted with his attentions,

‘Princess Dashkoff| on the following diy, wrote to

Potemkin, to.request him to name her nephew,
the youpg count Butturlin, one of his aides-de-
camp. Potemkin ‘savcastically answerad, .that
stheir number was full, ‘the_last vacancy.having

just been supplied by lieutgnant Yermoloff. 'Fhis .

.name, -aq well ‘as the person who bors, it, weye
alike unknawn to the Princess + but that yexy dgy
she becime acquainted with them both, of per-
ceiving Yermoloff at the Hermltqge, attmdmg the
Dmpre*a 1)

G
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As wooh o5 Powenrkin witnédsed ‘thevetsien of
Cutlmime’s ‘acetistoured chisedfalaess, he resumred
the tffivs of ‘the empire ‘with venovised botivity.
The 'protection of the viewly icontjrered provisces
beatne hispecotinr-omre. ‘e fokt, above ell, the
Wedauity of defundling ‘tWe Kuban sgsinst ‘the
sontiaval “idroads df the meighbouring Tartirs,
who were wot ‘yet sabdued. thn veim weve thest
codrageons aimd ‘restlews hordes ‘repifised - Ly die
superior danciplie uf tiee Russiah ‘trosps ; they
<onstintly raltied und returned with fresh-fury ¢
jphander Ve atfortamite prowmoes ‘wirich Had
acknowledged ‘the -dewwinion &f Rumeia. Porty
sotiard Russiam  tteops, ‘distribated over Ahat

* fidntler, could scarcely -control -those ‘satage.
bordes, which, frem the -very natwre -of “their -
. gtitelts, i ‘sinall -sapsPate -batids, never ran ¢he
* ytskof Josiig manry twen ut-bhee ; ‘theyfled with
‘yapidity totheir mcoessible mourtvinls wireweveér
‘thiirenterfirises mivcsrried ; -und: there,-sife froh
-, Teiurcly gutherell reinforvenvents, uad pre-
ipired for wrew itiourgmns. To ‘thebe repeaved
‘govslats, ‘witith aostd €he -Russion ‘treops ‘®
“wifferiprodigioushy, mivst' be’ sdded ithee-dength uf
thifr drelves, the difficuity of he rsads, the
vearitivns 6f cithate wnd, lastly, thie tualpeaetioes
of thie cuartnRindrics or 6fivers ehmrpad with:de
gdbististide -avd ‘maidtensnde Of -thie :trdups, %
be ensbled to form some ides of the ¥righitful
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&minution which the conquest of the countries”
near the Causasus occastoned in the ranks of the
Russian army : and yet the ouly remedy to this
dreadful evil was to push these conquests atill
farther ; to tgke possession of the country beyond
the Caucasus; to place that ehain of mouqtams‘
in the Russian territory for the purpose of giving

© it-a nataral boundary, and to deprive its formida-

ble eneaties of their only remaining asylum. Po-
temkin, aware of the necessity of this measure,
directed <1l his cares to keep a strong army on
that frontier. - He seconded his military opera-
tions with all the arts that policy eould suggest
to win the Partar chiefs by bribes, and to sow

~ &ivisions among them.

The affairs of Germany, in the mean time;
attracted the attention of the court of Russia.
The emperer, Joseph the Second, being infermed
that the league of the German pﬁnéei was golﬂ
to be signed at Berlin, and afraid of a eupture

. with Prussia, applied to Catharine to claim aitiger

the succour stipulated by the last treaty, 'or her

_mediation, to prevent a league so prejudicind tq
“his interests as chief of the empire of Germeany.

The esbinet of Petersburgh had probebly -wit-

tressed -wifhs indifference, pertiaps even with plea-

sure, the project of a'league calenlated o keep

under control a neighbour, of whose acfive and

emerpnsmg character #t was ofrgid. However, #
. . 62
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could not decently refuse its inuroeéim and good
offices ; -it accordingly began to employ itself
with an apparently active zeal to prevent the
league intended .by the princes of the Germanic
body. Potemkin, by doing on this occasion
what policy required, was also gratifying his own
private inclination. Being of an imperious and
arbitrary disposition, he despised the forms of the
Germanic constitution, which he thought ex.
tremely ridiculous. As his brilliant imagination
frequently enlivened his conversation with strik-
ing comparisons, he used to call the German
empire an archipelago of princes. The ministers
of Russia who resided in the little courts of Ger-
many, employed by turns the resources of an

. insinuating and an overbearing policy : but their’

efforts proved vain. Supported by Prussia, and
feeling themselves sufficiently strong not to fear
Austria, the German princes thought they had
nothing to dread from the Russian empire. They
continued steady in their resolution ; and the
league was concluded. The eabinet of St. Pe-
tersburgh, on seeing its efforts to counteract this
alliance disappointed, expressed its dissatisfaction
by a long declamatory memorial, which was read
at the diet of Ratisbon. It did not produce the
smallest effect; but it served at least to justify
the Empress in the eyes of the court of Vienna,

: u_it evinced her endeavours and those of her
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" ministers to sﬁpport the interests of the Emperor,

of Germany, and to shew herse]f his faithful

ally. - , . ,

This momentary diversion from. the affairs of ‘
the interior to meddle with those of Europe
having produced no satlsfactory effect, Potemkin
soon forgot a trifling disappointment (which
could scarcely be called a disappointment to either
his vanity or that of his sovereign), and returned
to an object which he had much nearer at heart,
and in which his glory was more particularly
concerned. He had resolved to place the Rus-
sian army on a regular footing, and considera-

. bly to increase its strength by introduciag order..

and ‘economy into its interior administration.
He published about this time (1786) a regulation
that fixed the expenditure of the army in every
particular ; such as the pay of general officers and
others, that of the soldiers, the clothing and
maintenance of the army in every respect, the
cost of arms and equipments, .the. salary of the
workmen who follow in the train of the army, the
price of the materials necessary for their different
labours, and the cost-price and food of the horses.
Every thing was settled by this regulation, which
also fixed the time that each article, either for
the use of individuals or of whole corps, was to
last. One hundred and eighty -six thoussnd
roubles were allowed for a regiment of infantry
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of four Dattalions; ome hundred and sixty-one
thoussnd roubles for afregiment of cuirassiers of
" six squadrons ; and about one hundred thousard.
roubles for & regiment of light-horsemen.

CHAP.: VIIIL.
_Potemkin defeats the plots formed against him.

THe uncommon attention which Potemkin .
bestowed ‘upon state affairs did not absorb all his
time. His moments of leisure were devoted to
‘his private interests. ~He had long been desirous
of augmenting the income he derived from some
Rnded estates ngar Mohtlef, the capital of White
Russia, of which-he was governor. He perceived
that one of the means best calculated to encourage
populition and industry in those still desert and
mncultivated regiork,” was to establish manufac-
tures, and to worlk the raw produce of that na-

* turally fertile country, soes to render it an ohject

of excharipe which would attract the merchan.

dizes of the neighbouring provinees. Buit as the

wdvanteges which were to accrue from these esta-

Bishments would be as beneficial to government

28 to ‘himseelf, be thonght he might -place the’
. advances which they required to the account of
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. tho imperial trassany; and publisbed, . the

name of his soveneign, a prechumation; by whigh,
he invited strangers fromy all countsies te cav:
theis industey and activity to the Bassiap peos
vinpes situated botween the. banks of ﬂlenmqu
and; the foot of the Cansesus ; premising to those
who wounld attemps to culdivate those fertile lands

 considerable advances to begin their labowrs, and
privileges ealeulated to.insure to. them the enjoy-

meat of their industry, and o indemuify them
for the difficulty of the fisst attemapt. TFhe Rus-
sian ministers in foreign courts, toa whom thew
procimations were seny; entesed with so mwch

. .ardour into his veeves, that geest numbens of Clery

mans, -Swiss, and evem subjeots of Austria amsk
Prussia, emigrated to Russia. . Potembkin hod
taken care to have their rout prescribed an thein

‘passports ; and as they ware all ta pass through

Mohilef, he setained a cansidemgble number of
these emigrants for his own estates. . This im.
jJustice, which was meé prejudioist ta the general
ebject in view, and did met essentially contradict
the intentions of gavermmgns, would have been
in some degree excusable : but his.culpable wan$

of attention to Jock te the execatiay of the onders .

he had given for the establishment of the colo.

- nists, his lavithing the sums: dustined for these
~ uafortunate strangers, ot at least his indelence in

permitting them to be hwvished by others, are



cause ofthe unfortunate Khan Selion Gaeray, the
- paymment of whose pension was, crmelly asglected:
His resentmens agaiast Potemkin was, beaices,
inflamed by a strong party, headed by Besho-
rodko and Alexander Worontzoff.
When Potemkin saw that the Joupmey to. the
. Crimaa was irrevocably fixed upon, be thought
# was bigh time to confess to Catharine that he
had converted to his psivate use the bast thres
milllons of roubles whioh he had received for the
improvement of the congueved countries. He
added, that it had always been his inteation ta
replace this money, and- that he had takén his
measores accordingly. He, however, intreated
the Empress to allow bim to draw this sum for
"the moment from the imperial treasury, sines
the applieation of it now became necessary seoner
then he had foreseen: but he protested that he
would punctually refund it as soen as he should
have eompleted the sale of an estate which he
then had an oppertunity to dispese of to great
advantage. The Empress belicving, or feigning
to believe, Potemkin’s promises, granted hig re.
- quest ; and he was authorized to draw three mil-
lions meore from the imperial treasury. Bup he
was never called upen to repay the money he hed
converted to his own use.
The ability with which Potemkin utncutod
himself fram this diffeuity, was. g grievous dis-




-

PRINCE POTEMKIN, 91

appointment to Yermoloff, and the rest -of bis
enemies.” They had recourse to other means of
injuring him in the opinion of the Empress.
Yermoloff was of a phlegmatic and indolent dis- .
position, better fitted for the pursuit of pleasure
than for the conducting of intrigues arid ambi-
tious designs. But though little formidable in
himself, he was directed and supported by an
active faction that made use of him and, his
influence over the Empress, as'a tool to ruin the
man who was hated by all the court. Besides
‘the two ministers of state, Worontzoff, and Bes-
‘borodko, who was beginning to rise in the
public esteem, this faction was strengthened -
' by the former favourite, Zavadowski, and Ge-
- neral Levasheff, the uncle of the present fa-
vourite, whom Potemkin had dismissed from
“the service with disgrace, in consequence of
a quafrel at play. Yermoloff undertook to lay
before the Empress a letter of the Khan Sahim
Guerai, which insinuated that Potemkin had
_turned to his own profit the pension of that
" unfortunate prince of the Crimza; that he had
left him unprotected, unassisted, and without an
asylum ; and that he was deaf to ‘his remon-
_strances, or prevented their reaching the throne.
. Yermoloff added, in confirmation of this letter,
whatever could injure Potemkin in the opinion
of the Empréss; and persuaded her that her
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glory -and .her reputation were -suffering front
the treachery, haughtiness, and cruelty of the.
‘minister in whom she'had placed her confidence.
All this appeared extremely plausible; Catha-" -
"rine’s faith in Potemkin was shaken. She began
to mistrust him, and treated him with a coldness
which was observed by the whole court. Potem- .
kin was offended, or thought he ought to shew
some. regentment. He quitted the court, and
neglected his functions of adjutant-general. His
family trembled. Most of the courtiers supposed
bim undone, and turned their backs upon him.
The foreign ministers, fancying he had lost his".
influence, kept at a distance. Count Ségur, the
French ambassador, who highly valued his friend-
ship, continued faithful, warned Potemkin of the
danger into which his retreat and his indepen-
dent capricious disposition were betraying him,
and represented to him that he was undone if
be continued to bid defiance to the Empress.
Potemkin ‘answered, that he was touched with -
this mark of confidence ; but that it ‘would soon
be seen whether he understcod how to reclaim a
woman and punish a foolish boy: at the same -
time he assured theCount that the obstacle which
delayed the commercial treaty between France
and Russia, respecting the introduction of French

wines into the empire, would immediately be
removed. The French ambassador left him, with *
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the idea that he overrated his power.. A few days
after, he heard .that Potemkin had. set out for
- Narva. This looked, indeed, like a'complete
- disgrace: but at the same time he was informed
by the vice-chancellor, that the difficulty which
had .obstructed the negociation . was vvercome,
This confirmed what Prince Potemkin had fore-
told. Two days after, Count Ségur and all. the
court were highly surprised at seeing Patemkin
reappear in the circle of the Empress.. He had
- probably caleulated that his absenee had had its
effect, and wanted to terminate at last, by a violent
measure, the irresolutions of.the Empress and
the apparent uncertainty of his own situation.’

It was on_the anniversary of the coronation
that Potemkin shewed himself again, inthe midst
of the courtiers who crawded.to Czarskoezelo to -
~ pay their homage to their sovereign. Yermoloff,

- who had triumphed for a few- days, and who coni-
sidered the appearance of his rival as an impotent
defiance, forgot his raturally gentle and moderate
temper, to assume towards Potemkia an air of
" arrogance, of which Potemkin himself had more
" than onee set him the example. - Potemkin’s rage
- at this impudence ‘may easily be imagined. On
. coming to court, he had indeed determined to
have a decisive explanation with Catharive ; but
he did not exactly know when he should find a
proper opportunity. The manners and the as-
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sarence of Yormoloff wemid oot aliow bbn to

_péstpone this explanation for a single second.

He leik the eati-roem where the oourtiers were
tnmbld,a.dndduly‘m:nghswm&e*

. wndtb&:mm:——-

. % { come,” said he, “ madim, bhﬂmeto
« your Majesty, that your Majesty meust this
“ intmank cheese between Yeremeloff and nie.
“ There is wo altersative. Your Mayesty mut
% either diseniss Yermoloff or me; one of us
“ mut this very day quit your oeaxt. As jong
“ m you keep that white negm” (allnding to
Yermelef's fair complexion snd ingmtitude), « 1
“ .will net set. my foos within the palece, So
“ gvest i3 my hatred tewnrds dim, that I here -
“ make 2 wow neverto be reoencaled while life
“ losts ; and, sooner ‘or later, nry sevenge shall -
¢ overiabe him. ¥, on the oomtrary, yeur

- ¢ Muyssty shonid -sworifice hvm at sy vequest

“ smd if, fartiver, your Majesty sivomid he ploased
“ %o epprecinte my services according %0 :theie
¥ prebable menit, nothing shall exceod my sesl
¢ und -devotedness o your Majosty's seovice.
2 shell zontiene to prowide for the intevests of
“. your eart, us well ws for shose:of yeur ewpire;
“ and 1 hope I whlll in fsture be more fartuaate
*“in the oheice § twy mabe for yon.”
dntimidated by thervehomente of this langwage;
klmpu mmtde mo reply, butmela.dy
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comaind . e ranonll of Yoo, N
evtn this videstession didintt suoisfy 'Posmdomn.
The duciity “with ‘whivh e had ebtuined 'is v
quast yatie him ufid of some sodden shange:
weither did e disguise his wunt of - confidence i
or fwamnes, bet boldly -dedlared de weould wer
Jewve ‘gthe voom ¥l he hewrd the order given far
Wemnololl s indmgtly guisting the ‘palace ant vo-
shring  this 'estates. . The prond Catharise ws
@wvevtite by the hitrepidity of her arrogwot
Mmittiswer. S did ‘not even dare to follow her
own invlinstion. Not costented therofore with
giviog the order Potemkin cobicited, she wven -
pernitted ‘hith to vendl it o Yermoloff in deer
preseiive.  Yermoloff, on the receipt of theshun-
Site, wes thundewtrack : yet, ‘before he quittell -
Ave palave, -he wade sevenl ineflectual attempts
ftb Obtiin pPermission ‘to take a personal favewsll
of “the Burpress ; ot Potemkin was teo much v
‘on hiis gerd v veller an idterview to teke phice ;
aull “Owttarive, ‘o longer ‘thistresm of her own
attions, subinitted wholly %o the will of Potem-
Win,  Fermuiof departed, leaving his fivewds
it RRiviollt ‘estistérmation, avd all the court antl -
ke foreign mviniters greitly vegprised ¢t she ivsue |
4f atstyuptiie whivh ‘had thus ferminetedl ‘contneny
Yo ‘thevexpéctation ‘end ‘conjectures uf the mest
Wrefournd esuftiers. Yo .
- Pytenikin, in The wiean ‘titrre, was ‘sware df the
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danger of leaving a void-in the heirt of Catberiné
through the loss of her lover, he therefore im-
mediately set himeelf to work to find her another ;
and accardingly presented several young men to
her notice: but, guided either by caprice or dis. .
gust, she shewed herself difficult to be pleased,
and refused all that were proposed. At last Po-
temkin cast his eyes upon a captsin in the guards,

-named Momounoff'; snd, whether he was sure to

get him accepted, or whether he had determined
in_his own mind that he should not be refused,
he immediately named him his aide-de-camp.
Momonoff was.a young man of talents, and of a
good understanding ; but he possessed these ad-
vantages of the.mind at the expence of the qua-
lities of the Lieart. He was witty, well informed,
and fluently spoke several languages ; 'but he was
arrogant, wicked, and above all, extremely vain
of the comeliness of his persan. More attentive,
in the choice of a lover for his mistress, to exterior
accomplishments, than to the nobler qualities of
the mind, and thinking it more prudent on this
occasion to appear to judge as women generally

‘do, Potemkin praised Momenoff to the Empress,

and requested permission to introduce him. She
consented indeed; but- wishing, probably,  to
examine at her ease the individual who was to
share her favours, she demanded that he should
not be presented in the usual way She agfeed
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"'that Potemkin should send Momonoff to her

with a roll of drawings. “ The opinion,” ob-

' served he, “ which your Majésty expresses about

“ the drawings, will acquaint me with what your
 Majesty thinks of the bearer.” Catharine at- -
tentively examined the aide-de-camp, and, on
returning him the drawings, observed that the

- outlines were beautiful, but the colouring bad.—

This judgment indeed applied uncommonly well
to Momonoff: his features were all beautifully
regular, but His complexion rather sallow. He
was, however, accepted ; and, without any fur-
ther explanation, he became the avowed favourite.

Potemkin, being thus free from all apprehen-

" sions on this score, and having no longer to fear

the secret intrigues of a rival, revived the project

“of a journey to the Crimaa, and spoke of it in
‘such’a way, as if he himself had been the first to

propose it: at least, he arranged matters in a

" manner so new, that it was equivalent to having

originally suggested the excursion. Recollecting
with vexation that this journey had been planned
for his destruction, he resolved to convert it into
a triumph for himself and his sovereign. Fully

' occupled with this design, he made preparatxons

for a procession, which might, in more than one
respect, remind the spectators of the triumphant -
marches of the heroes of Fable.
' He began by giving orders to set all the troops
) H ‘
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«of the jinterior of the empire in mofion; and
a0t numerqus detachments to Kiof and Cherson,
and to gl the proyinces throygh which the Xm-
press was to pass. His object was not oply to
form e strong wilitary line gp the road of
the sovereign, but also to accustom the troops to
abanges of garrjson, which he had resolved to
renew every year, §s was done by many posvers ;
and, by alarming the Turks, to force them as it
were to a war for which they shewed so0 great an
aversion, and in which be yet so ardently wished
4o engage them. Potemkin intentionally caused
it to be published, that the Empress would find
an azmy of one hupdred thousand men collgeted
in' the neighbourhaod of Kiof, under the com-
mand of field-marshal Romanzoff; that he him-
self should command an army of the same strength
mnear Cherson ; apd that another corps of sixty
thousend men, commanded by general Samoiloff,
his nephew, should be distribpted in small
detachments all oyer the country. These state-
ments were prohably a little exaggerated ; hut
not very far from the tryth. Potemkin hgd
certainly made great efforts, with 2 view to im-
press an awe both on the Rnssians themselyes
and on their enemies. It was alike his objeat,
that friendly and inimical powers should form an
awful idea of the Rugsian forces; that the Em-
press hemelf, dazzled with the extent of her
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power, should ascribe its glory to him ; snd thas

- the secret enemies he might still have about her
‘person should be ahashed.

- But in making these immense preparations,
Potemkin hed still another design; that of
intimidating -Joseph the Second. This monarch
bpd been invited to meet the Empress, and
with this invitation he had promised com-
pliance. The object of this second interview of
the two sovereigas was to complete the arrange-
ments which they had agreed upon ip the former.
Jt was therefore important to let Joseph sec what
sn ally Russia was, and what hopes he might
coneeive from entering into glose alliance with
ber. Potemkin well knew that the army would
particularly arrest the attention of the Emperar.
He accordingly wished to show it to him ynder
a formidable and attractive aspect. He disposed
every thing with so much skill, that the adwi-
ration of the memarch, always easily surprised angd
excited, did not leave him tigs to enter inte any
minate examinstion. And ik must be conbesied,
after all, that Potemkin in this mepeot was not tp
be bWamed. The interiar defasts, of which the
Russisn army wight. have its shmve, like evasy
other, concerned only him wkho was entrusted
with its administration ; it was by no means ne-
cessary that strangers should be made acquainted
H2
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with them. It was therefore good policy to show

only its bnght side, and to conceal the other. -
Independent of these- military dispositions,

there were many other preparations required, to
cause the Empress to be every where received
~ 'with as much magnificence as Potemkin wished,
For a long time he applied himself with un-
wearied ardour to these concerns. He-had ordered
immense works to be undertaken, at which num-
* bers of labourers were employed night‘and day:
Neither hands nor money were to be spared and
all obstacles, even those opposed by nature, were
to be removed at any expence Such were the
~ commands of Prince Potemkin for the execution

of the plans which he himself had formed, When
‘they were nearly finished, he wanted to convince
_himself, by his own inspection, whether the de-
~ corations of the theatre (the picture which was
dlsplayed to the eyes of the sovereign’ was indeed
deservmg of that riame) would produce the
‘desired effect, and whether the illusion would be
~ complete. He contrived different pretences for
~ & journey, the object of which he wished to con-
" ceal; and, the better to defeat all inquiries, he
" ‘went through Livonia to Kiof, whel'e he mtended
to wait for the Empress,
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CHAP. IX.

Potemkin attends the Empress on her 70urnqy to
the Crimeea, and e.rcites’the Turks to war.

As soon as Potemkin had informed -the Em-

press that all the preparations for her journey were

finished, she fixed upon the 14th of January,
1787, to set out from Petersburgh. Several of
ber maids of henour, the favourite Momonoff,
the master of the horse, Count Narischkin, Count
Juan Czernitcheff, the two counts Schuwaloff,
and other courtiers, were appointed to attend her;
and of the foreign ministers, she invited Mr.

" Allen Fitzherbert, the English ambassador, Count
Ségur,- the French ambassador, and count Co-

~ bentzel, the Austrian ambassador, to accompany
her. They were alternately honoured with the
prerogative of riding in the sledge where her
- Majesty was with her favourite Momonoff and
her first maid of honour. ‘The grand-duke was
left at Petersburgh, under the protection as it were

of Count Bruce, who was appointed governor of -

the capital. She took with her the two eldest
sons of the grand-duke, Alexander, the present
emperor (1811), and Constantine: but these
young _princes could not bear the fatigue of the
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~ journey; Constantine fell ill of the measles; and

they were both left behind, after having travelled
but a short way.

The procession, which left Petersburgh on the
14th, stopped st Czarskoezelo until the 18th of
January, 1787. From that day the journey was
regulated in the most commodious manner.
Great fires were lighted on the road at the dis-
tince of every thirty fathoms. The Empress
travelled no more than fifty versts (or about forty
English miles) each day. 8he used to set out at

nine o'clock in the morning, stopped for dinner

st twelve, and set out again at three in the after-
noon, to reach her might-quarters at about seven
in the evening ; where every accommodation was
prepared for the reception of the travellers with
as much taste as magnificence and profusion.
The repasts were generally taken in buildings
belonging to the crown, which had purposely
been repaired and new furnished. Night-quarters
were also mostly prepared in such houses. Some-
times the impetial trgveller stopped at private
,houses, the owners of which had been Fberally
" enabled to put them in a condition fit to reecive
" their sovereign. Whenever the distance was toe
considerable to find any convenient ‘dwelling to
stop at, small palaces had been erected on pur-
pese, upon the most elegant plans. At every
repast there were fresh plate and fresh table-linen,

o~
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which weére lefe to the ownbr of the Houwe, if it
happened to be x privete otie; or given to’ sothe:
individual of the retinue, when:it wax'an im’periﬂl'
building.

On: the bouridaries of each govverfnment the'

Empress was received by the gd¥erilor-general oft

the province, who escorted her td the next go-
vernment. In: t¢wns of some importance she
stayed'one or two days to rest)-and' to/irispéct the:
place; toinquire into tHe prosperity and resourdes:
of the country; and to give' ehcouragettietits to,
and revive by her preserice, every brarch of agii-
culture, industry, and administration. The it
mense preparations which had been’ made for Rer

_ reception, tlie crowds of people’ that flocked! on:
the roads-to witriess- a sighit so' novel’ to- the inhia-

bitants of the ititerior; all gave to- the' places
through which the Empress passed an appear-
ance of bustle and prosperity with which she

was delighted, but which dften kept her ngnorﬁut'

as to the real state of things. -

On-the sixtli day the Empress arrived at Sioo-
lensko, the first'town where she made some stay:
Fifteen days after she made her entry into Kﬂﬂ
where she was-received by twe-oF her ladies'f
palace; the countesses Branitski-atid Skavrors
nieces of Potemkin; who- presented’ her’ s@vehﬂ’
lords of Russian Poland, such as ttie Eubbitiifekis,

~ the Potockis, the SapieHas, and’. others, wid'
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eagerly availed themselves of this opportunity to
" do homage to their new sovereign. These two -
ladies had been selected for this office, because
they had married Polish lords whose estates were :
situated in that part of the empire, . Potemkin
himself arrived at Kiof soon after the Empress, -
together with Prince Nassau Siegen, who had
just entered the Russian service. Potemkin
. began’ that very day to give splendid entertain-

ments, which continued all the time that Catha- . -

rine abode in that town, but were varied every
day. A single firework cost forty thousand
" roubles. ' The money expended on this- occasion
by Potemkin was so considerable, that the ancient
czars of Kiof would have splendidly supported.
their court during twelve months with the sums-
that were lavished in one to entertain Catharine.
In the midst of these brilliant pleasures, which
* did so much honour to the gallantry and magni-
ficence of Potemkin, he here displayed one of
those blemishes in his character which so much.
obscured his great qualities. Kiof was the capital
of the government of field-marshal- Romanzoff.-
Potemkin, who disliked this respectable warrior,
had purposely left his government destitute of
every thing necessary for the maguificent recep--
tion of his sovereign ; and it was but in the very-
last moments that the sums required for the most
mdispensable objects had been forvarded to the
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veteran g-eneral. As the town and country-offered
of .course a melancholy aspect in several parti-
culars, Potemkin, not satisfied with using no

_efforts to conceal those defects from the Empress,

as he did in other places, rather took care to direct
her attention to them, without once hinting-at -
the true cause. The ‘hatred -he bore to Roman-

- zoff was such, that as the latter was colonel of a .
_regiment.of cavalry, there was no promotion in

that corps for the space of fourteen years.

The arrival of a deputy of the Tschirghis, a
Tartar nation, by which he was sent to do homage
to Catharine, was one of the interesting events
that happened during the residence of the Em-
press at Kiof. Potemkin also prevailed with the -
Empress to review his fine regiment of cuirassiers ;-
and she was equally delighted with their appear-
ance and their evolutions.

The prince de Ligue joined the Empress at
Kiof- As soon as a general cannonade informed
her that the ice of the Boristhenes was gone, she

B embarked, to perform part of the journey by

water. Potemkin had long before employed a -
multitude of workmen to blow up the rocks which -
obstructed the navigation of the Dnieper. These

works had been conducted with much judgment -
and vigour. By dint of labour and money, the.
bed of the river had been levelled and rendered-

. navigable as far as the cataracts,
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The fiéet destiried to convey the Eripress and
b retinue, evnsisted of fifly magtiificent galleys
of different sizes. The interior of each was dis- -
tributed and arranged with much arf and taste.
"Fhe rooms were hung with Chinése silk, and fur-
" nished with sofas. There were twelve musicians
in each of tlve principal galleys.

It was a beautiful day, in the beginning of
spring, when the Empress went on board with
her court. A perfect calm, a clear sky, a verdant .
shore, heightened the effect of the brilliant deco-
rations with- which Potemkin Had: resolved’ to'
enrapture his sovereign. He now set in motion
‘alt the wheels of the' grand ‘machine which he

" had got up with so much care, and presented to
the eyes of the travellers an artificial spectacle,
the most extraordinary and the most original that"
ever was conceived.

At greater or less distant intervals, the banits of
the river displayed pretty insulated’ dwellings and’
well-built villages, the extent of which would
lead the beholder to-expect a-umerous popula-

. tion, and-their exterior seemed to bespeak the

opulence and' comforts of tHe inhabitants: Many
of these private houses’ and villages had but just

- been'built. It has even: been asserted' that the’

most distant buildings: were unfinished, and’Had®
merely a front. THey were so' disposed with'
respect to the soil, as to'form picturesque points of
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view, and for the .space of three hundred miles
the shores of the Dnteper were set out in the form
of English parks. As the population ef the
country was insufficient to give animation to the
landscape, peasants had been sent for from several
parts of the empire; they were successively re-
moved from one spot to the other (frequently m
the night) to give to the roads where the Exrpress
was to pass the next day that bustle and anima-
tion which else they would often have wanted.

It has also been reported that numerons herds
of cattle of all kinds were removed in the same
manner, to enfiven the different prospects, and to
afford a high opinion of the wealth, comfort, and
- ‘prosperity of those eountries. This is a circem-
statice not so easily to be eredited, on aceounteof the
difficulty of making those animals performfrequent
night-marches withoat exposing them to a great
mortality. The shores of thie Dnieper are, besides,
rich enough m eattle not to uged such a resowree.
There was, no doubt, muck enipty show in whet-
ever Potemkin displayed to the eyes of the Em-
press during this famoue journey; but there was
ako mruch reality. Au ingenious writer, and &
man of veracity, who was of the party, (the Printe
de Ligne,) says: * I know very well what leger-
“ demain tricks are.  For instance, the Empress,
“ who cammot run on foot as we do, is made to -
* believe that towns, for the building of which
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« she has assigned the necessary money, are
“ finished ; while they often are towns without
“ streets, streets without houses, and houses
“ without roofs, doors, or windows. She sees
“ only the shops built with free-stone, and the
‘ colonnades of the governor-general’s palaces.”
— ¢ But as 1 made several excursions without
 the Empress, I discovered many things with
* which even Russians are unacquainted ; superb
¢ establishments in their infancy; growing ma-
 nufactures ; villages with regular streets, sur-
“ rounded with trees, and irrigated by rivulets.”
Envy, which fastens itself upon great men, has

magnified what was but show, and diminished
what was real. If Potemkm could not pass, in
the eyes of the ‘witnesses of this extraordinary
procession, for a profound statesman and skilful
minister, as he pretended to be, he must how-
ever have been considered as a man of fertile
geniug, of an eccentric imagination, and of un-
common talents. Besides, is it to be supposed
that Catharine herself really credited the delu-
sions with which her ministers endeavoured to
amuse her ? Could this princess fancy that it was
possible for countries which had but just acknow-
ledged her sway, and had experienced the ravages
of a ferocious war, to be already in such a flourish- °
ing state? Would she have been authorized to
expect such a metamorphosis through the genius
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of Potemkin ? ‘Would the genius either of Sully
or of Colbert have accomplished it in so short a
time > Catharine probably was the confidant and
not the dupe of her minister. And, after all, her
journey to Cherson proved extremely useful in a
pon':ical point of view : it did infinite good to the
provinces she travelled through ;- it scattered
money about, and made known the natural advan-

' tages and productiveness - ‘of these countries, -’

ipdependently -of what -art- sliperadded to ‘their

“natural beauty onthis occasion. It has given
~ foreigners a high idea of the power of Russia, and

of the wealth of the Empress. Lastly, it fixed
the attention of the Russian government upon
these newly acquired provinces, encouraged their
inhabitants,  and prepared the way for that splen-
 dour and real and lasting prosperity which these
countries are every day attaining by a rapld gra-
_ dation.

" Taking it for granted that Catharme was
acquainted with the intentions of her minister
in regard to the scenes that were to be performed,
during this journey, which was contrived solely
for the purpose of making a deep impression

- upon both foreigners and natives; we shall not

dwell upon another trick (if this expression may
be used) with which some authors have seriously
reproached Potemkin, and which appears to us
an obvious consequence of the secret views by -
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whish he was actuated. In seversl towns through '
which the Empress paseed, the shops were full of"

ol kinds of bale-goods, and the maguziney

erammed with bags that seemed to contain large
stores of corn. Both the bales and the bags, it is
#id, were empty: very few of them contained
the articles which were “ticketed on the out-side
mevely for show. Ware evep this circumstance
t¥ue, we haye-glready apologized for Potemkin ip
this respect : but indeed it seems more probable -
that the whole js a fabrication. There is no res-
son why, i a conntry so fertile in corn as Russig,
it shoyld bave been difficult to have formed large
. magnzine, particulurly as the stay of the troops,
ip the provinges through whieh the Empress
peseed, rendered that precantion necessasy. Nor
i it at ol impogsible that merchanis of Peters-
burgh, Riga, Moseow, Casan, Astrachan, Cherson,
Poland, and even Germany, might have hastensd
to cury their merchandige on a read where an
opulent and extravagant cowrt wai to pa, and
which necessarily wonld stizact an immense con-
course of strangers. How meny more imporiaat
ereors hawve grept inte the -writings of historisss
who ware gager to reflock upon great stadesmen,
wrrely to give thewselves an appesranee of se-
yerity “'which qveraswes theiv resdem! A prone-
- nes to cepyure has perhaps bees the seurce of 28
 wich exaggevation as the mesa propensity &
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W- Withopt attesipting any ocemparison
detween these two blemishes, we shall basely ob-

. serve that they each mislead and impose upen

the reader. .
‘After a short voyage, the fleet cast anchor at

Kanieve, op the Boristhenss; where the king of

Paland, Stanislays Augustus, had heen waiting

' . ghree months under the name of Count Ponia-

towsky, and had expended three millions of livres
to see the Empress for hree hours.

- 1t ip not positively known whether Potemkin
inyited the King to meet the Empress, that his
Majesty might by his- presence augment the
splendour of the journey, or whether Stanislaus

~ himself wishad for an interview with Catharine.

‘The circumstance that the King received one

.hundred thousand roubles for his journey, seems

to warrant the first supposition,

The meeting of the two sovereigns must have
been interestang for the spectators, and affbeting
for themselyes. They had not seen each other
since Ponistowsky had been at Petersburgh as
ambassgdor £or the King of Polsad and Elector of

. Seaxopy. Catharing pt that time held but e

secondary mank. The intimecy which had sub-
sisted between them had been free from ambi-
tiog and political views, and of course mu-

 dnally gratifying. The monarch of Poland, who

bad 2 loving and tdnder heart, might perhaps,
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at their first interview, have recalled with pleasure

- «the remembrance of those happy moments : but .
this tecoilectnon of times so ditferent from her

’ present sntuatlon, did niot suit the proud and now
powerfal Catharine. The Prince de Ligne went

~ in-d small boat to inform the King of the arrival
of the Empress. An hour after, the great im-
perial lords fetched him in a brilliant sloop. The

. Empress received Poniatowsky with ceremony,'
in the presence of Potemkin, Momonoff, and
some other lords. Surprised at this formal recep-
tion, the King looked a little embarrassed: but
recovering from his momentary surprise, he ad-

" dressed the Empress with that gracefulness which-
" was natural'to him. ' As for Catharine, she could
‘ot on’ this occasion belie her, usual' affability ;
_but with her wonted amiableness of manners
'she-took care to blend the superiority. of- an em-
press, and appeared more anxious to ‘inspire
Stanislaus with respect and gratitude than with
any other sentiment. The King -was indeed im-
posed on by the appearance of esteem which

" Catharine shewed to him, and he thought it more

" sincere than it actually. proved. .He preferred
.some requests ; he selicited an increase of revenue
and prerogatives for himself, and the free navi-
gation of the Dnieper for his subjects. The Em-
-press feigned to grant every thing, though firmly.
resolved to perform none of ‘her promises.. Pe-

h Y
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temkin did the same. He wasin truth delighted
‘with the Polish monarch, whom he had never
seen before: but this favourable impression did
" not make him forget the designs which he might
have upoun Poland, or the necessity of keeping
_ that republic in the most absolute dependency on
Russia, until it should become one of her pro-
vinces. Stanislaus, however, with that frankness
and unsuspecting simplicity natural to himself,
placed as full confidence in the good faith of the -
minister, as he had before in the sincerity of the
Empress. The dinner was uncommonly magni-
ficent, and the greatest cheerfulness was visible in
. every countenance. The monarch’s health was
drunk under a triple discharge of all the guns of
the fleet. Delighted with the agreeable moments
he had passed, with the attentions he had re-
ceived, and with the flattering discourses that had
been addressed to him, the King took leave of the
Empress, fully convinced that he had entirely
gained her over to his interests. - He went back
ta Kanieve, where he entertained the courtiers of
Catharine with a brilliant supper and a superb
fire.work. “The whole night that the squadron
remained at anchor under.the windows of the
King, the hills and dales were lllummated by a
" representation of the Vesuvius.
Catharine continued her pnmey by water :
but after leaving Kanieve, her voyage was not
I
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without danger. It is rather surprising that so
much pains should have been taken to excavate
the bed of the river and to embellish its shores,
" and no attention paid to examine the vessel which
conveyed the illustrious traveller. A violent storm
arose; two or three galleys were wrecked on sand-
banks, and that ef the Empress being in a bad
condition, was in the most imminent danger of
being dashed to pieces against the rocks, by the
violence of the current, which her unskilful ma-
riners knew not how to avoid. Had it not been
for the Prince of Anhalt and the minister Besbo-
rodko, who devoted thernselves to save the Em-
press, and assisted the sailors in manceuvring the
galley, she would have infallibly perished. In the
midst of this confusion, a vessel leaded with wine
. “was burnt close to the imperial galley, and added
new peril to that with which the Empress was
threatened by the waves. She kept perfectly
cool and collected, as she constantly did on every

~ occasion where her life was in danger.
_ "After this perilous and harassing day, the Em-
press landed at Krementzchuk ; where she was '
lodged in a superbly ornamented palace which had
just been built for her, and close to which a beaa-
_ tiful garden had been planted, adorned with the
most rare exotic trees, Here she found an army of
twelve thousand horsemen newly clothed, among
- which Potemkin's fine régiment of cuirassiers were
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the most conspicpous, They manceuvred in
her presence, and the Empress was so satisfied,
that she wrote to the governor of Petersburgh.

¢ I found, on my arrival here, one-third of
< that fine cavalry, of which some railers pre-
" % tend to deny the existence. However, 1 have
‘ seen these troops, and I have seen them ina
“ state of perfection, to which wo other corps
% comes near. I beg you will tell it to the un-
“ believers, and make use of iny letter to put aa
“ end to the cavilsof the ill-disposed. It is high
“ time that entire justioe should be dome to those
% who devate themselves to my service and that
“ of the state with as much zeal as success.”

The EmperorJoseph the Second, who travelled
by the name of Count Falkenstein, had already
arrived somre time before Catharine at Chercon.
Henew came to meet her at Kaidak, the ancient
. metropolis of the Zaporogians, where she landed,.
near the Cataracts, to continue her route by
lamd with the. Emperor. He joined this princess
the moment after Potemkin bad given her a bril-
liant coucert. It was repeated on his account.
As he was a great musieian, nobhing appeared to
interest and astonish him more than fifty &, b, ¢,
that is to say, & conoert in which several musicians
- play the same note. The Prince de Ligne says,
such a concert is a heavenly music, at least it is
00 extraordinary to be kwown en earth.

' 12 '



116 Tnn LIFE OF

At Cherson, Catharine lodged at the admiralty,
which had been most brilliantly fitted up for her
reception. A throne in particular had been
erected, which cost fourteen thousand roubles.
Cherson was; as it were, the metropolis of a-new

empire to Catharine ; it was here, above all, that -
Potemkin wished to display a magnificence wor-

thy of an empress of the East.

This rising town appeared already opulent'and -
populous. Several houses had been built before -

the - arrival of the Empress ; they were all occu-
pied, owing to the extraordinary concourse of
strangers from all countries. Greeks, Tartars,
French, among whom were Edward Dillon and
Alexander Lameth ; S_pani:irds, among whom

- was Miranda, since a general of the French

republic, and recently a founder of the new free
. States of South America; English, among whom
shone "Lady Craven, afterwards Margravine .of
Auspach ; Poles, and others, had been attracted
either by mere curiosity, or by the wish of pay-
ing homage to the Empress. Many brilliant
warehouses, which displayed the most costly and
various merchandize, -announced the first dawn
of a commerce that could not fail of acquiring
every day. more consistency and splendour. . Ca-
. tharine, on walking through the streets of Cher-
son, was in a continual enchantment; and Po-

temkin, as the Shthor of these wonders, shared in
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the heart of ‘his sovereign the enthusiasm with
which the sight of them msplred her.

In several respects, it is true, the prosperity of
this new colony was more apparent than real,
-For instance, it was not commerce alone that had
furnished it with the various articles which its
“warehouses contained in abundance: immense
quantities of goods had been purchased at Mos-
cow and Warsaw, and transported to Cherson at
the expence of the state. But this expence

must have been repaid, and these goods mostly -

consumed, by the numbeg, of strangers whom-
“curiosity to witness such an uncommon spectacle,
" and the splendour of this long-talked-of journey,
had drawn to Cherson. Among the females whe
_graced the court of Catharine, was a Grecian lady

of éxquisite beauty, whose charms had touched

the heart of Prince Potemkin. His partiality for

 her made him confer the government of Cherson

upon her husband,- Colonel de Witte. A few
years after, when she went to Constantinople, the
"French ambassador, Count de Choiseul-Gouffier, .
accommodated her with apartments in the Hotel

de France; and after the death of Potemkin, she °
followed the fortunes of the Polish count, Felix Po-

tocki : but at the solicitations of the Countess, his

wife, the Empress caused Madame de Witte to be
. confined in a nunnery. The Prince de Ligne pro-
npunced her thehandsomest female in the universe.
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“The port of Cherson was crowded with ships,
and there were several on the stocks. ‘Three
vessels were launched ; one of 66 guns, and two
- frigates of 40 guns each. The gauzes, laces, fur-
belows, garlands, pearls, and flowers, with which
the canopies erected on shore for the two imperial
majesties were ornamented, looked as if they had.
been arranged by the most delicate hands; and
yet all was the work of Russian soldiers. There
was no deception in the bustle of the port, or in
the expedition with which ships were built. This
is -a most important concern for Russia; and
surely, the man whose genius had so skilfully and
successfully watched over this essential branch of
administration, might be allowed to employ some |
forced means to give the appearance of prosperity
to less interesting and still neglected parts.

Asthe Empress was walking through the streets
of Cherson, she was imperceptibiy Ted to a gate
facing the east, over which was a Greek in-
scription in these words: This is the road that
leads to Byzantium. Had this inscription been
" an ofd one, it would only have shewn that it
served as a guide-post to travellers. But Poteni-
“kin, ¥ho neglected nothing that could confirm
Catharine in her grand projects, directed her at-
teniion to the words of the i'ncriptioh; and her
Majesty éppeared flattered with the omén.

Potemkin had here two objects in view. He

r
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wented to communicate to Joseph the Second
the ardour which he kept alive :in the breast of
Catharine for, the ruin of Turkey, and its par-
tition between the two powers. This last hope
- was calculated to captivate Joseph. The monarch,
however, was fully aware of the obstacles which
the other powers of Europe would oppose to the’
execution of this design. He particularly con-
sidered, that, from the situation of his dominions,
he alone'would have these obstacles to encoun-
‘ter, while they would scarcely affect his ally.
Ruesia, to which the best part of the booty was
to devalve, would obtain it almost without any
effort; while he, reduced to a less share, was
ronning the risk of having to contend for it
with powerful adversaries. It cannot be supposed
that these or similar considerations. might not
hive made an impression on the mind of the
Emperor ; and this monarch must undoubtedly
.have been very far from sharing the ardent enthu-
siasm of Catharine with regard to their mutual
design. - But the first news of the rebellion that
had broke out in Brabant, which he recejved at
Cherson, was well caleulated to cool his agdour.
He, courtier-like, dissembled the uneasy feelings
which this event must have caused. It was con.
" jectured he would immediately have set out for
the Netherlands: but, without discovering his
intentions or explaining the motives of his con-
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duct, he did not appear disposed to leave the
Empress ; on the contrary, he attended her on
her journey to the interior.of the Crimeza. In
the mean time, he mentioned the necessity of
sending numerous forces to the revolted provinces,
as a difficulty which would greatly enhance the
value of the assistance he had promised to Russia.
Joseph the Second ‘had a good’ understanding,
much firmness, genius, great militaty and poli:
tical talents, and excellent intentions : and with
all these splendid ‘qualities, he brought great
" misfortunes upon his subjects, caused still greater
evils to impend over his family, and, as he fore-
‘saw them, died broken-hearted. Seduced by
the fondness of innovating which characterised
" his time, without being sufficiently acquainted
. with the human heart to calculate the effect of
the changes he projected, he thought he might
trample under foot ‘what-he called prejudices,
because he despised them. ‘The insurrection, of
“which he was apprised -at Cherson, and which he
"did_ not think worthy of serious attention, had
en&efy been brought on by his own fault. It
proved: the primary cause of the dreadful shock
_which “Europe has since expenenéed and of the
fall of more than one throne.

- The Empress was received in the Crimaa by
all'the Mirzas with the most lively demonstrations

of respect and attachnient. Catharine rewarded

’
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them with magnificent presents, though there was

. %0 little sincerity in their protestations, that very: '

shortly after they attempted to join the Turks-

. against the Russians.

The chiefs of the Tartars ordered their troops
to perform various evolutions for the amusement
of the.Empress. Suddenly the cartiage in which
she . rode with the Emperor was surrounded
by a body of one. thousand Tartars ;. they@were
appointed to escort her: but Joseph the Second,
who had not been apprised of their intention.
beforehand, expressed a surprise which bordered:
on uneasiness; while the Empress, confiding in
Potemkin, and justly supposing.that nothing was
done without his orders, preserved her usual tran-
quillity. In fact, what had she to fear froma
small .body of Tartars,..in a country where her
minister had collected, at no great distance, an
army -of one hundred and fifty thousand men?:

At Barczisarai the Empress resided in the
pelace. of the last khan of the Crimea; which
was a compound of Moorish, Arabian, Chinege,
and Turkish architecture, with fountains, .ﬁttlo
gardems, paintings, gilt orpaments, ang inscrip-
tions, in every corner. In the evening of the
first' day of her abode in that town, Potemkin
entertained her with the spectacle of a mountain

- artificially illuminated, which suddenly appeared

it a blaze.—Catharine, in-the whole course of

N ’
=
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this jonrney, received the demonstrations of af-
fection and respect from her subjects with a par-
ticular affability and .satisfaction, that sweetly -
. rewarded the efforts which* were made every-
where to please her.

From Stare Crim, a building of whxch was trans-
formed into a palace, to sleep there a single night,
the Empress returned to St. Petersburgh by way-
of Paltawa. On reaching that place, she was.
filled with rapture at a spectacle which Potemkin
bad prepared for her, and which was worthy alike
of her to whom he gave it and of him by whom
it was contrived. Twe armies appeared. on a
sudden. They engaged and began a battle,

- - which was the exact representation of that femaus

conflict in which Peter the First routed Charles
the Twelfth of Sweden on the same spot. While
Catharine was rapturously applauding the exploits
and trinmphs of the nation she governed ; Joseph,
moved at the sight of the Swedish hero in the:
same dress which he wore on that fatal day, could
not help deploring the misfortune of that formi-
dable warrior, who wanted nothing but a more
mature understanding to have been one of the -
greatest men. .
.. At Moscow, Joseph left Cathanne dchghtell
‘nth her behaviour and the attentions of her
eourt. On parting, he is reported to have given
a positive promise to the Empress that he would
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" assist her to have her grandson crowned at Con-

stantinople. However it is by no means probable
that he had any intention of performing his

- promise. He returned to his dominions through

Poland ; while Catharine pursued the road to Pe-
tersburgh, where she arrived on the 22d of July.

Potemkin did not accompany the Empress
farther than Peltawa. Having determined at any
rate to provoke the Turks to declare war and
commence hostilities, he thought he ought to
remain on the frontiers, whence he could more
easily accomplish his purpose. In this resolu-
tion Potemkin was influenced by a personal
motive. In-case of a rupture, he wished to
¢ommence the operations and capture a for<
tress. This was a necessary step to obtain for

_. himself the grand military order of St. George,

the only Russian order with which he was not
decorated, and which on that account he most -
ardently longed for. He had taken every possible

' precaution to succeed in this his two-fold project.

- Emissaries in every part of the Ottoman empire
supplied him with accurate intelligence. He was
informed that his measures began to make a lively
impression upon the Divan, and that the Turks
were at length disposed to hostilities. This wae
éxactly the point to’which Potemkin wished to
bring them. And these secret intrigues, besides,
were iiot the only means to which he had recourse,
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The Russians took care to give much moxe open
provocations. Abusing the privileges which had

~ been granted to them by the last treaty, they
- were not contented with trading freely with their

.vessels in the Black Sea, they even obstructed the
traffic of the Turks; and the complaints and

remonstrances which the Sublime Porte preferred. :

on this subject at Petersburgh, ywere. not lis-

‘tened to, but the infractions of the Russians -

N openly tolerated by their government. At length,

Potemkin, who could no longer contain his im-

patience, prevailed with the Empress to order
her ambassador at Constantinople .to require of

" . the Sublime Porte a prompt and definitive answer

concerning the disputes that had arisen relative
to the boundaries of the two empires,' and some
other claims to  which the Turks could not yet
_ resolve ‘to accede. The peremptory request of a
hasty decision was a new affront, added to the
many imperious demands with which Russia was
continually insulting the weak Ottomans. It
was therefore justly supposed, that if the Grand
Signior retained any sense of his own dignity,
his answer would be a declaration of war. - The

‘Divan, however, had once mort the weakness

not to appear offended ; it returned an answer in

the course of a few days to the demands of the

~ cabinet of St. Petersburgh; and, recapitulating
them one after the other, it observed
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-4 That, the Sublime Porte ‘refused to admit a-
“ Russian consul at Varna, because the people of

* “.that town would net receive him.”

“ That' it declined .the proposal of bmldmg 1
*.Greek church at Constentinople, because it was
“ of a nature so extraordmarv as to preclude all
“ exammatlon :

‘“ That it considered the proposition of reeog-
“ msmg the submission of the Crim=ma to the
“ Ruesian empire,  as an mfraetlon of the last
“« treatles )

¢ Lastly, that, to the demand of ‘an aeeoﬁnt of
¢ their warlike preparatiens, the Turks had a right
“ to ask in reply, what was:the object of - the im- -
‘ mense armaments of Russia, and particularly
“ of the stationing of a Russ:an fleet in the Black
€ h »

Bome time after tlns'reply had been transmltted
to M. de. Bulgakof, the.Russian ambassador at
Constantinople, this minister recéived a note,
couched. in rather peremptory terms, and shewing

_ that the Divan, bettér informed of the secret

intentions of Russia, and sensible of the impossi-.
blhty of continuing at peace with that power,;
had determined to prefer, in its turn, demands,
which, if granted, would protect the Ottoman

, empire agaihst an aggression, in which its enémy

would have had too many advantsges; and, if -
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refused, would elearly niaveil its true sentiments.
By this note the Turks demanded,

“ 1st, That the Russian troops should eva—'
 cuate Kartalinia ; end that the cabinet of St,
 Petersburgh should no longer protect Princé
¢ Heraclius.”

¢ 2dly, That the Russian vessels in the ports
“ of Turkey, which were suspected of carrying
"% thither prohibited goods, should all be sab:-
“ mitbed, without exception, to arigorous sesrch.”

“ 3dly, That the Russian consuls in the
“ Turkish empire should be strietly confined to
“ functions relating to commerce ; and that if they
‘- were suspected of meddling with other affairs,
-« ¢heSublime Porte should be immediately autho-
“ rized to expel them from her dominions.”
< 4thly, That it should be free to the Porte to

“ keep consais in the commercial towns of Ruesia,
“ juet as she permitted the Russians to have them
“ in Turkey.” :

« 5thly, That, under no pretence whamr
¢ sheuld Russia be allowed to support the preten- -
¢ sions of the inhabitants of Moldavia and Waile-
“ chia; and that, espeeially, she should not grant
“ any assistance to individuals of the famnhes of
“ the Hospodars.”

After the example of Russia, the Subhme
‘Porte veqaired 2 prompt answer : but M. de Bul-
. gakof declared that he must consult his court;
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and accordingly dispatched an eéxtraordinary
messenger to St. Petersburgh. _

It would not have been difficult to have settled
these differences, As the demands of the Porte
were not unreasonable, and indicated on her part
the desire of maintaining a peace, .of which the
inhabitants of Turkey ardently wished the conti-

_nuation, it would have: been easy for - the two
. powers to have agreed, without having recourse

to arms. But Potemkin panted for war. Vexed
at the tardiness of the Ottomans, and at not
having yet been able to rouse their pride, he

“expressly ordered Bulgakof to bring the Divan to

an open rupture; leaving to him the choice of

. the means for accomplishing this object.

Being thus duly authorised, and certain of

_support, the Russian ambassador exceeded all

bounds. He made a jest of the note that had
been communicated to him by the Divan; and
declared that his court could not pay any atten-
tion or make any reply to propositions which
were too ridiculons to deserve being sericusly
discussed. Not satisfied with treating the busi-
ness with extreme levity, he tolerated the same

freedom in the young men attached to- his em-

bassy. Several of them affected to conduct them-
selves most indecorously; and it is even -maid
that some carried their impudence so far as to be
guilty of rudeness to the grand vizier.
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- While Bulgakof was'entering o well into Po-
temkin’s views, and so ‘faithfully executing his
orders, the Turks, excited by England aud

- Prussia, and inflamed by their own resentment, -

were nevertheless a prey to great uneasiness.
They could 'not explain the silence of the Count
de Choiseul-Gouffier, the French ambassador at
Constantinople. A treaty had just been con-
* cluded at Petersburgh between France and Rus-
‘sia. This was in fact but a commercial treaty,

yet it might contain some secret articles. . Eng-

land, jealous at seeing herself deprived of the

exclusive trade of the North, insinuated to the

Turkish ministers that Frauce was allied with
Russia for the purposc of destroying the Ottoman,
empire. -The warlike preparations commenced

“by Russia soon after the conclusion of that treaty;f
“the journey of the Empress' to the Crimaa ; the ,
circumstance of Count de Ségur, the French am-

- bassador at Petersburgh, being selected to accom-,

_pany her on this journey; the flattering prefe-
rence shewn to the very ministgr who had nego-
ciated and signed a treaty, the, source of so,

much uneasiness to the Porte; bis being treated, .

during the whole journey, with the most marked

attention ; lastly, the Count de Choiseul persisting

in the most obstinate silence under such distress-,

ing circumstances ; his giving the Potte not the
least sign of regard or concern in the name of his

o



PRINCE POTEMKIN, 129

court ;—all these things co-opérated to strengthen
the suspicions which England so industriously
strove to excite, and seriously alarmed the Divan.
" The motive which induced the French am-

bassador to ‘persevere in the silence of which the
Porte complained, was different froin that which
the English ‘endeavoured to assign. As he had
not received any communications from the Rus-
sian’ambassader, he was ignorant of the subjects
of complaint which that power had, or pretended
to have, against the Turks ; and as he could not
penetrate into the secret designs of Catharine and
hér minister, he apprehended no rupture between
the two courts, When the grand-visir requested
him to explain himself categorically respecting
the intentions of France, the Count de Choiseul
prevailed with  Count Ségur. to complain at
Petersburgh of - the- mysterious conduct - which
Mr. de Bulgakof manifested towards him. The
Empress readily listeped to- his.complaint. She
ordered her minister at Constantinople to be less
reserved with the Count de Choiseul, and to con-
sult with him about the most proper means of

" maintaining peace. This order did not compromise
Catharine, and wrought no change in her projects
and dispositions. The pacific views which this
command professed, deceived no one. Bulgakof
acted as before, and continued to provoke the
Turks to war. The French ambassador made’

K
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some attempts to preserve peace; probably with-
‘out expecting any great success from his nego-
ciations. . .

The English, more anxious than ever to irri-
tate the Porte, promised her their assistahce, and
gave her to understand that she had nothing to
hope from France. At length the Turks them-
selves, deeming war inevitable, determined not to
give Russia time to make greater prgpantlons, ‘
but rather to avail themselves of those which they
had made at a considerable expence. Convinced
that, if France did not assist, she would at least
not declare against them; relying also on. the
promises of England, and upon the diversion
which Prussia was to make in their favour ; and
confident that, 'with such aesistance, they could
not fail of obtaining splendid triumphs over Rus-
sia, the Turks at last, displaying more boldness
than could have been expected, resolved to be the
- aggressors, and on the 18th of August, 1787,

proohlmed war against Russla
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CHAP. X.

Potemkin is appoimted Commander-in-Chief of"
* the Russian army dgainst the Turks.

Tae Turkish declaration of war, and the news

that Mr. de Bulgakof had been confined at Con-

'staniinople in the castle of the Seven Towers,

reached Petersburgh on the festival of St. Alex-
ander Newski, at the moment when a splendid
‘ball was going forward at-court. The intelligence
did not at all disturb the ‘entertainment: the joy

‘occasioned by the actual commencement of a war
so’ much wished for, tended rather to heighten
its mirth. ‘Ceunt Besborodko immediately wrote

a manifesto, which on the following Sunday was
read in the imperial chapel, in the presence of
the Empress and her court.

This manifesto, couched in the usual spirit of

such. writings, contained the blackest charges
against the Porte, and the highest encomiums on

the conduct of Russia: The Turks had been -
treacherous, faithless, and insolent, in evety

transaction ; and the Russians loyal, faithfal, and
moderate. After a long enumeration of the pre-

" tended wrongs committed by the Porte, it ended -

by observing, ¢ that the act of sendibg M. &
o K 2 ‘
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¢ Bulgakof, the Russian ambassador, to the
¢ castle of Seven Towers, where, in contempt of
*“ the rights of nations, he is kept a prisoner, su-
¢ persedes the necessity of making farther reflec-
‘ tion on the subject. ‘The Porte has thought
“ fit to unite perfidy with the most insulting at-
¢ tack. She omits no one circumstance that can
® evince the strong desire she has long felt of
“ breaking a peace which was granted in the most
“ liberal manner. Provoked by a conduct so
« offensive, the Empress sees herself obliged,
¢ unwillingly, to take up arms, as the only means
“ remaining of maintaining her rights, which she
' ¢ has acquired at the expence of so much blood,
“ and of vindicating her insulted dignity. En-
¢ tirely innocent of all the evils attendant on
* the war now ready to be kindled, she has a
. right to depend upon divine protection, and
“ the succour of her friends, as well as upon the
‘ devout prayers of all christians, to enable her
% to triumph in the cause of justice and self-
¢ defence.”

Notwithstanding this kind of appeal, France,
which was already agitated by domestic distur-
bances, determined to remain neuter. Spain fol-
. lowed her example. Sweden intended to avail
herself of the moment when Russia should be
occupied elsewhere, to attack her with the pros-
pect of greater success. England ‘and Prussia

Ld .
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‘declared for fhe Porte, and endeavoured to

strengthen the Turks with the alliance of the
Poles, whom they excited to defend their liberties,
which were continually attacked by the Russians.
Joseph the Second, alone faithful to his engage- .
ments, joined the Empress, to effect with her the
destruction of the ancient and formidable enemy
of his subjects and of his house. But the insura

~ rection of Brabant, which was raging io all its

fury, and some disturbances that then began to
break out in Hungary, prevented his employing:
in this grand enterprise forces sufficient to insure
its success. .

The Turks prepared for war with the greatest
alacrity. Troops were assembled from every

part of the empire. The grand-visir unfurled the =

standard of Mahomet, and formidable armies
advanced from the shores of the Danube to the
frontiers of the Ukraine and the Crimza. To
increase the respect of the people for his minister -
and the confidence of the army in his abilities, and
to enable him to provide instantaneously for any
sudden exigencies and direct the operations of the
war with greater effect, the sultan entrusted the
grand-visir with almost unbounded dictatorial )
powers. He sent him a gold-hilted sabre, richly
ornamented with diamonds. The old captain
Pasha, who had grown grey in the service of his
country, was appointed grand-admiral of the
Turkish fleet, and general of all the armies to be

W
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employed on the Euxine. A squadren of sixteen
ships of the line, eight frigates, and sixteen
smaller vessels, sailed under his command. The
. old admiral was just then returned from Egypt,
where he had subdued the rebellious Beys, lbra-
him and Amurath, and collected a tribute of more.
than twelve millions of piastres. But, far from
being inflated with this success, he even now
recollected with grief and humility the disasters
of Tscheshme, where his fleet, in a former war,
had been destroyed by Alexey Orloff. -

As the Turks suspected the fidelity of the
Greeks, they disarmed them all, and at the same
time invited the Tartars to return to their alle-
giance to the grand-signior. In vain had the
Empress loaded them with presents, in vain had

" she caunsed the Koran to be printed, and mosques
to be built for them ; they beheld in her only
- the Christian, and eagerly returned to thewr an-
cient masters, The Mirzas elected Shah Par
Gheray for their khan, who soon collected an
army of forty thousand Tartars. - )
Potemkin, on- his part, did not remain idle.
At his recommendation, 2 fleet of eight ships of
the line, twelve frigates, and near two hundred
 brigs and gun-boats, was equipped in the Euxine,
. and two strong squadrons, under the command of
Admirals Kruse and Greig, were in readiness at
- Cronstadt to sail for the Mediterranean. He also
reminded the Emperor of Germany of his pro.

s i o s sty et
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mises and engagements ; and this prince, equally’i '
. desirous of a war with the Turks, was_nat long '
before he sent a numerous army to beslege Bel-
grade, and another strong cox;nio Jom the Ru-
sian army.
.. Prince Potemkin, as commander-m—chlef of the
'Russmn forces, had under his orders the old Mar»r
shal Romanzoff, and Generals Soltikoff, Suwaroff,
Repnin, Kamenskoi, Kakoffsky, and others. He.
formed his army into two grand divisions. The
first, which was called the Army of the Ukraine,
was placed under the command of Marshal Ro-
manzoff, and destined to commence hostilities in
Moldavia = the second, which Potemkin com-
‘manded in person, and which was called the
Army of Ekatharinoslaaf, marched towards
Oczakof.

It was on this march that the column of Major-
general Rehbinder met the Sheik Mansour at the
head of the Tartar hordes of Mount Cansasus
They were entrenched behind their waggons. On
the approach of the Russians, they repeated aloud

" a short prayer, and then displayed the most’des-
* perate courage in defence of their entrenchments.
But their valour was of no avail ; the trenches
were carried, and four hundred Tartars left dead
upon the spot. Having collected fresh troops
.during the night, the Tartar chief boldly returned
* . to the charge the next day; and without being
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dismayed by their artillery, he attacked the Rus-
sians in their camp. The Tartars were repulsed

with great -slaughter. But the contest was not

ended. The Tartars, being reinforced, made a

third attempt, in which Major-general Prince

Radischeff completely defeated them. The Tar-
tar villages around were plundered, and destroyed
by fire. Some attempts of the Turks against the

island of Taman and the Cnmaea met with no -

better success.
Next to the destruction of ‘a Russian army or

fleet, nothing was more interesting to the Porte .

than the recovery of -Kinburn. This fortress is
situated exactly opposite 1o Oczakeff, from which
it is separated by the mouth of the Dnieper. A
‘Turkish squadron appeared-under its walls, but
* returned without making any attempt. But the
-brave garrison of Oczakoff, though deserted by
‘the Turkish fleet, made every effort to recover
Kinburn. They were however repulsed in their
two- first attempts. In the mean time the Rus-
‘sian garrison of Kinburn was secretly reinforced.
-Ignorant of this circunistance, five thousand Turks
“made a third effort. They crossed the river in

‘the night, and attacked the fortress before day. -

The Russians maintained their posts ; and as
‘soon as the day dawned, they quitted the de-
Yenslve, and sallying from the gates under the
sommand of the brave Suwaroff, who so greatly
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distinguished himself in later times, they attacked
the Turks in their turn. A desperate action
ensued ; the Turks were reinforced ; but the
" Russians returned three times to the charge, and
their perseverance crowned their valour with a
complete victory. Four thousand Turks were
found dead on the field of battle; while the loss
of the Russians was comparatively small. Suwa-
roff himself, who always animated l'lis"troops by
his example, was wounded in the conflict. A
grand Te Deum was solemnly sung in all the
churches at Petersburgh. -

Bat this success did not stimulate Potemkm
to make an attempt upon Oczakoff. The Prince
de Ligne found him soon after in' a most despond-
ing mood at his head-quarters of Elizabeth Go-
rod. He complained of being in want of every
thing ; and declared he should be the most un-
fortunate of men, if Heaven did not assist him.
Prince de Ligne presented him with a letter of
the Emperor, which contained the Austrian plan
‘of operations ; and asked -him what he intended
-to do? Potemkin promised to give his plan the
next day. But a fortnight elapsed before he sent
this laconic plan :- “ With the help of Providence,
¢ Ishall attack whatever enemies I meet between -
¢ the Bog and the Dniester.”

- About this time a detachment of Cossacks cap-
tured four Tartars. Being brought to Potegkin,
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tl:ey stood before him with dejected countenances,
fearing to be deprived of life : but he ordered
them to be thrown into a large tub of water;
and observed to the Prince de Ligue, that by
this Greek iminersion, they were blessed with a
Christian baptism. It was also at- Elizabeth
Gorod, where Potemkin continued all the winter
of 1787 and 1788, that he formed the singular
project of raising a regiment of Jews which he
called Israelowsky.

* While the war, which Potemkin had S0 ar-
dently desired, and which he so badly conducted,
was kindled in the East, the good understanding
between Russia and Sweden was every day aba-
ting; and Poland, by its interior disturbances,
creating new sources of uneasiness.  Russia
saw herself in danger of being forced to defend
" herself against her neighbours, when she was
carrying on, at a-great distance, a war that de-
nianded her best exertions. Such a critical situ-
ation required two heads, like that of Catharine
and of her minister. . Potemkip, whose influence
in her councils was nearly absolute, was neither
disconcerted nor dismayed. He was sure that .
the western and sonthern powers of Europe would
not break their neutrality ; Prussia, since she was
governed by Frederick - William the Setond,
could not inspire much alarm ; and the alliance
of Russia with Austria was cousolidated by
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their common interest. Under these eircum- -
stances; he was warranted in judging Russia
strong enough (notwithstanding her being at war
with 'Furkey) to resist Sweden, if that, power -
dered to attack her; and under this conviction,
far from .diminishing the warlike drdour with
which the Russians were inflamed, he on the
contrary strove to exeite it more than ever.

Baut the Grand-duke of Russia was seized with.
the same ardour. Tired of his inactivity, and
fancying that the Russian troops, by attacking
the Turks, were marching to infallible triumphs,
he thought he could not meet with a more favour-
able opportunity for acquiring glory. He eagerly
solicited permission of his mother to join the
army, that he might be present at the opening of

“the next campaign.

Catharine witnessed, with as much uneasiness
as astonishment, the warlike enthusiasm which
had seized her son. His request startled her.
She was sensible that the Grand-duke could net
be much attached to her person, and thought she
should have every thing to fear from him, if
he ever evinced an active and warlike disposi-
tion. Forthe moment, however, she dissembled
her surprise, gave him an evasive answer, and
inwardly resolved to comsult Potemkin before
she came to any determination.

~ Potemkin's surprise was not inferier to that of

Subm s
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the Empress. He did not long hesitate about
his answer. Nothing could have alarmed him
more than to behold the Grand-duke with the -
army. If Catharine was apprehensive of finding
in her son a competitor, or an adversary formida-
ble at-least' by the lawfulness .of his claims;
Potemkin was not less afraid of meeting in the
heir of the throne a troublesome superintendant,
and a justly irritated . master, whose appearance
alone might have been sufficient to counter-
balance the power which he arrogated to himself,
and to annthilate his absolute empire.- He ac-
cordingly wroté to.the Empress, that she oughtﬁl
by no means to comply with the request of the
Grand-duke; but that it might perhaps be pru-
dent not to abash -him with a positive refusal;

that she ought to temporize and amuse him o

- under different pretences, until the end of the
campaign.. ,

Catharine was following thls conduct with her
son, when an incident freed her from her embar-
rassment, and furnished her with what she had not

“hoped, a'legitimate excuse for an absolute denial.
'The Grand-duchess, either secretly instigated by
the Empress herself, or actually prompted by her
affection for her husband, all at once applied for
leave to attend .the Grand-duke to the army.
Catharine peremptprily refused this recjuest; and
she certainly was authorized to do so, without

i andabe

o v nlms o .
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iicurring any blame. The Grand.duchess had
recourse to tears and: lamentations. - She com-

- plained of the hardship of being separated from
'a husband whom she tenderly loved, at the very
' moment whehn, being on the point of presenting

him' with a fresh pledge of conjugal affection, she
valued his presence more than ever. The Em-
press laid great stress upon this circumstance,
and assured' her son, that he could not:decently
leave "Petersburgh,” when his duty, both as a
husband and a father, imperiously commanded
his stay." Little convinced by an argument which
he ‘did not deem adequate, the. Grand-duke per-
sisted in his solicitations. He even went so far
as to suspect the secret motive of his mother, and
protested that his attachment to her person was as
sincere as his inte_ntioﬁs were pure and loyal.
But the Empress remained inexorable. ¢ What
“ will be said,” urged he in vain, “ by. those
* who are acquainted with my . project, if they
“ gee me abandon it at the moment of its execu-
«, tion ? I stiall be accused of levity arid cowardice
“ at the approach of danger.”—“:It will be said,”
. replied Catharine, * that the Grand-duke isan
‘ obedient son.” This reply was peremptory.
The prince was.silenced. He concealed his dis~
satisfaction, and gave his project up. He was,

‘however, allowed to serve- in Finland, when the

war with Sweden broke out. He eagerly joined
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. the army : bat when-he found that he was tobe
under the command of General Moussin Pouseh-
kin,  whe -had the strictest orders te watch over °
‘him, he bastened back to Petersburgh; where
the vexations he had experienced, threw him into
i severe illness, which yet did not soften the
severity of his mother: she treated him with as
much coolness as before. Thus Potemkin, by
his petfidious saggestions, and Catharine, by
#rritating the mind of the unfortunate Paul, pre-

- paved, unawares, the tyranny and agitations of a

reign which had the most serious and perhaps
the most disastrous influence upon the fate of the
~ Russian empire.

.Jl r

CHAP. XI.

While Potemkin is engaged with the Twrks,
Srudmdechresmragamatm

Iv. Potemkin' had -been anxious to prbvdke-a
war with the Tutks, he was not less desivous to
avoid hostilities with a neighbouring pewer, which
would only cause a useless waste of blood and
money. - The Russian finances were in so deplo-
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“rable a state, that it was highly important not to

intrease their embarrassment. Independently of
the war-expences which exhausted her treasures,
the Empress had too carelessly left it at the dis-
posal of her minister and of her lover. Potemkin
and Momonoff were both allowed freely to draw
upon the exchequer ; and both éf them made the
most extravagant use of this permission. The
former, it is true, devoted the greater part of the
sums he drew to the service of the state; but
with his-usual predigality: and the Empress, who °
was well acquainted with his proneness to this
vice, ought doubtless to have checked him with
greater severity. As for Momonoff, his expences
were as idle as excessive ; and for this very reason

- so much the more inexcusable. More than once

had the Empress been‘importuned with the noisy
demands of his creditors: but Momonoff, pre-
suming on his' ascendancy over her Majesty,
always made a jest of the reproaches with which
she so justly upbraided him ; and prevailed with
her to pay enormous debts, which he constantly
incurred apew. Not only had these depredations -
exhausted the exchequer, but they had also
occasioned a- distress for' which there was ‘né
remedy. All métallic money had - disappeared

. from the provinces: nothing was séen in cir-.

culation but a depreciated  paper - currency ;
and the subjécts were not able to come to the

\
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-assistance of the state. The exchange with foreign
Countries, owing to the depreciated national cur- -
rency, was of course extremely unfavourable;
- and Russia enjoyed no credit-whatever with the '
opulent ‘nations of Europe. And yet there was
no resource left but to raise a loan in foreign
countrie;,'since none could be obtained at home.
Nine millions of gilders were borrowed in Hol-
"land ; Genoa, Vepice, and Florence, promised a
few millions. ‘A loap was also expected to be
raised in the states of Brabant; but their so.
vereign, Joseph the Second, was not less embar-
rassed than Catharine, and wanted all the money -
that could be raised for himself. It was under
all these disastrous circumstances that Sweden, in
the spring of 1788, declared war against Russia,
As a nation, Sweden had the greatgst motives
of Tesentment against Russia for past injuries, and
every thing to dread from her overgrown power
“and boundless ambition. But the war originated
" mote-in circumstances _peculiar to the king. On

his accession to the throne, Gustavus IIl. had -

found  his - nation agitated by parties, and. felt
- the humiliation of wearing a .crown which
no longer inspired any respect. France and
Russia had long since maintained two factions.in
Sweden, which, in contempt of honour and
patriotism, openly acknowledged as chiefs the
respective ambassadors of thege two powers.  The.
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adherents of Russia strove to limit the preroga~.

tives of the crown, as being the most. likely way
to weaken Sweden, the proximity of which
made her dread the increase of her power.
Instigated by exactly opposite reasons, the
French party epdeavoured to extend the royal
prerogatives: it was highly important to France
that the Kking of Sweden should be power-
ful’ enough to-pverawe Russia, and to check her

~ ambition in theé North. The French court had,

generally, more friends among the commoners ;
ond that of Russia, among the nobles: and this
will be found extremely natural, if we consider,
that in every European government, the consti-
tation of -which is ‘founded upon the feudal
hierarehy, the nobility has a powerful interest to
diminish the influence of the throne for the pus,
pose of increasing its own. Cathatine was not
unacquainted with this state of things. She
knew that the Swedish nobility was factious, and
that the constitution of the kingdom rendered it
eagy to circumscribe the monarch in the exercise
of his authority. She accordingly exerted herself
to keep these dispositions alive ; and was pecu-
liarly attentive to avail herself of any favourable
opportunity for increasing the preponderance
which she wished to acquire in Sweden.
Gustavus, in the. mean time, was struggling
against these attempts. ' To avoid becoming the
L



" 46 . THE LIFE ©F

sleve of owe party, he necessarily becamve depen-
dent on the other. - He was obliged ‘to seek the
grotection of France and Eugland, and-to place
himeelf, as it were, umder the guwurdimthip of
" these two powers, that he might be more certain
of their support. Such a sitastion st alwsys
~, bt divagretable to a sovereign: yet it becomes
. less puinful when the inflaencing power is at @
distance. Between two obmoxious parties, Gus-
" tavus had certainly chosen the least dangerous.
- There was nothing, in fact, that this mossrch
" haid more to dread, than the insoleut yoke under
which the nobles of his ceuntry pretended to
" bénd him. e exerted all the faculties of his
iménd to concert a way of breaking these dis.
honourable: duimis; wd suoceoded in the beld
attempt. At ¢the moment wheu the factious were
- Jeast expecting the blow that menaced them,
- Gstavus effected a revolution at Stockhelin with
a single regiment and . a few noblemen who had
remained faithful to their king. - Being master of
the capital, he soon gained il Sweden, and re-
established the royal authority in the plénitude of
its rights. ‘The Empress searvted on hearing of
" this event, which Count Ostermmaiy, her ambes-
dor at the Swedish court, had nsither foreseem
nor prevemted. The blow wus the mvore fatul; as -
_the new state of things might vender Swedon for-
. midable at atime when the projetts of the cwbinet
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'of St. Petersburgh must have made it dread an
increase of enemies. Catharine and her minister
dissembled their vexation. They thoaght it weuld
be better to keep up the appesrance of friendship
and good faith with Sweden, and in the mean
time to strive underhand to destroy this new regal
power, and to restore the factions- by which it
might either be repressed or weakened.
To accomplish this, Potemkin had recourse te
-intrigue. He endeavoured to excite a revolt in
the Swedish provinces that bordered upon Russia;
because, in ease of success, it would have been
more easy to- syppert the insargents. By nesns
of bribes and promises, he won over all the
discontented that were in Sweden, and augmented
their numbers. In propertion as he saw the Ruy-
#isn party gaining strength in Sweden, he dis-
" played more boldness and resolution. The Rus-
sian ambassador at Stockholm, who was instructed
by both the Exrpress and her minister, in-a short
time overstepped all bounds. He hed the im-
pwdence to intermeddie in the affirs of govern-
ment, boldly cowntenancing the noblemen whe
were in oppesition to the coart ; and, to weaken
* thwe respect of kis subjects, he even made free with
the Koibles of the monsrch, and turned theiNinto
ridicule. ia short, he pursued his intrigues with
s0 much perseversnce, ardeur, and sudacity, that
he instigated the sgmate to revek. Gustaius,
. L 2
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. justly irritated, demanded the recall of this mi-
nister. Catharine dared not to refuse compliance:
but she appointed Connt Andrew Rajumoftski to
succead M. de Markoff'; well knowing that he
would carry his insolence as far as his predecessor
had done. - o _
Russia did not seem in the least afraid of
exasperating the Swedish monarch. - They fan-.
cied at Petersburgh that the patience of Gus-
tavus was.inexhaustible. ‘Baron de Sprengporten,
a native of ,Finland, formerly the friend of the
king of Sweden, sold himself to Catharine,
openly avowed his enmity to Gustavus, and went.
over to Russia. The picture which he drew of
the interior of his' native country, and of the
spirit which prevailed among  his countrymen,
confirmed the court of Russia in the opinion that
it might attempt ‘any thing against the monarch
of Sweden. This system was embraced with
renovated ardour. It was supposed, that to keep”
up dissensions in Sweden was an'infallible way to
render that kingdom for ever dependent on Rus-
sia. At the very time when the cabinet of St.
Petersburgh was perfectly convinced of the
efficacy of these measures, and when all the
troops had been marched with the most complete
security ' against the Turks,” Gustavus declared.
war, a‘nd advanced from Swedish Finland into
R.sv'2: Kn ard, threatening Petersburgh -itself.
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Never was astonishment equal to that of Catha-
rine. Had not this courageous princess exercised
over herself an empire which absolutely concealed
the .situation of her mind, it might perhaps have
been seen that her fears were as great as her

-surprise.

- The war, however, might have been ended
almost as soon as declared. Gustavus was too
little accustomed to any concessions on the part
of Russia not to have consented to restore peace,
if Catharine had recalled the ambassador with
whom he was dissatisfied, banished from - her

- court the rebellious Swedes, -and promised not to

interfere any more in the transactions between
the Swedish nation and their sovereign. Indeed
it is probable that he had resorted to war for the

~ mere purpose of establishing peace on a more

solid foundation. ‘
Catharine, for the sake of maintaining a good

'understandmg, would readily have given some
" satisfaction to Sweden ; but her council was of a
'different opinion. Count Tchernichef, who was

at the head of the naval department, had then

‘some influence. The war with Sweden was.

likely to be more a maritime than a continental’
war: and he indulged hopes of shedding fresh

: splendour over his department. He therefore

voted for war, promised splendid victories, mag-
nified the insolence of the Swedes, and inflamed

[
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the pride of the Empress, whose dignity, in his
#yes, had been daringly trampled upon. Hisopinion
was seconded by “seversl other members of the
- council ; and it prevailed. The minister of fimances
was the only one who epposed it with firmaess,
He was better acquainted than any one with the
~ weak side of the question ; but perhaps he dared
not to reveal all he knew. His arguments were
not comsidered of sufficient force, and Catharine
mone readl.ly determined for war, as the enemy
Wes ROt pressing.

Already was the king of Swaden marching in
ppmoh apon Fredericksham, a frontier-town of
Ruesin, towards Swedish Finland. After the
congaest of this plaee, there wounld remaia none
mare to arrest the enemy as far as Petersburgh,
‘The Empress could orly dispese of a fow invalids -
_and some detachments of her guards. She left

the “ suminer-palace of Czarskoezelo, where: she
did not think herself safe, to shut berself up in
her metropolis. She even ardesed horses to be
" kept in readiness to remove her to Moacow : but *
stal her countennnee was perfecily serene, “She
ealimly deelared ‘that the harses which she had
ordered were for the maore speedy conveyanee
of soldiers a.nd attillery.
- At least ,. & 18 certain that, always superior to
danger when it appreached, the Empress, what-
ever gight have been her foars about the issmie of
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the waz, far from losing her recollection fur a- °
single moment, did every thing thet could posai-
bly be done to insure saccess to her canse. She
_at first could send te. Finland omly 2 eorps of
eight thoussné men, badly armed and impec-
fectly organized, amd yet, in her reply to the -
declaration of theking of Sweden, she proclaimed
that, having long since foreseen this_rupture, she-
had put her frontier-towns into the best state of
defence. While by ber firmness she mainsained
" the tranquillity and serenity of her subjects, her
geld and ber intrigues were sowing disturbances
and divisions among those of Gustavus. Although
she had reinforced the.aymy of Finland as expedi-
" tiously as it could be dame, and gntrusted its com-
mand to- Gemeral Michelsen, who had already
acquired great military reputation; it is yet ttue
that she owed her fivst success more to treachery
than to valour. HMer squadron defeated that of
the Swedes at Hogland, because the commanders
of the Swedish vessels failed in the perfermance
of their duty; and under the very walls f Fre-
dericksham sevesal Swedish regiments laid down
their arms, and refused to march even at the voice .
of their king, because some rebellious officers,
bribed by Russia, persuaded them that Gustavus
was violating the privileges and the comstitution
of their country, by undertaking an offeneive war -
without the consent of the states of the kingdom.
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Potemkm, whose attention .was engrossed by
-the war with Turkey, received with heart-felt
sorrow the intelligence of the rupture with Swe-
den. He vented 'loud : reproaches ‘against the.

Empress, and accused her council of imbecility

and want of foresight. Potemkin, as an able .

warrior, dreaded a diversion, which, by obliging

*Russia to diyide her forces, must weaken her.on

all points. As a wise. politician, he thought it

would be better to negociate with Sweden,

and to appease her by shewing her for the mo-

" ment some condescension (as a different treat.

ment might be resumed at any other time), rather
than fight her as an enemy, and derange by these

insignificant - hostijities the plan of a war fram.

which the greatest advantages were to be ex-
pected.. Lastly, viewing things as an ambitious
maw, -to whom no means appear sufficiently
adequate when he wants to satisfy. his passion, he

felt hurt at being probably forced by this occur- -

rence to spare some of the troops which.he had
intended to employ against the Turks. He
called the war with Sweden an old woman's war,

.'preteilded- that the garrison of Petersburgh ‘way
. sufficient to carry it on, and persisted in dis-
_posing of the remaining forces of the empire for

his own designs ; but the Empress. formally op-
posed s caprice, and ordered troops to march te.
the Swedish frontier, oo

A}
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. 'The Russian army was however numerous
enough to meet two enemies. - According to the
list” whieh Potemkin published: in 1788, it
amounted to five hundred thousand men. - But
this number, supposing even that it was not mag-

nifled, did not refer exclusively to men actually
‘under arms: regiments were stated as complete,

which were yet waiting for their recruits, and
these recruits were slowly arriving. The whole
number of men enlisted did not reach the corps
for which they were destined, because several of

them died on the roads. However, it was not of .’

soldiers that the army experienced the greatest

 want; it was deficient in arms, ammunition, and
clothes. All- this proceeded from the defects in .
the ' administration, which had their principsl

origin in the impetuous and despotic temper of
Potemkin; who sometimes was uncommobly
active, and sometimes indulged in the most ex-
cessive indolence. In 'spite of the advantage
which would have resulted from it for his owa

~ success, he neglected to put the army~ of e

Ukraine into a good.condition, because it was
commanded by Marshal Romanzoff. His hatred

. to this general surmounted even his own interest

in'a matter of the greatest consequence, namely,
that of being well seconded "in his movements
and operations. He left Romanzoff’s army .in a

state of ‘want, which paralysed the Marshal's

S 2 Y
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- efforts. Besides, the changes whieh Potemkin
bad eflected in the army hed been introdméed
with precipitation ; and war havisg taken place,
there bad been uo time left to consolidate and
‘bring them to maturity. The-consequence was;
_ that the troops were not sufficiently insteucted in
the new mancuvres; that seveval corps, which
bad changed their weapons, like the hussars who
“had been converted imto light draguons, went
badly through the service, with which they were
. not familiar. The artillery in partienlar, which,
more than any other corps; wants inetruction and
theory, and is of no uttlty in war unless it
bhas been well prepared in time.of peace, felt the
 effects of a yet very imperfect enganization; and

its services would perhaps bave offered a very .

humiliating contrast agaimst asy ether ememy
than the Turks.  All these iimperfections, wihich
might have hecome sources of weskness; threat.
ened the Russians with a .disastrous cempaigm,
had not the energy of Potemkin counteraeted
them, by giving his army a vigorous impulee
. which rendered these obstreetions. less senmile.
While Russia was suecessfully carrying om two

- wars which her ambition had provoked, Catha:
rine and her minister, judging that Euvepe would

pot remain an indifferent spectatrix of this dowkle

struggle, intrigwed in every court; and strength-

* dwed or relaxed the ties with ether pewers.accord-
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ing to their different imeresis. The Kapperor was
still the most faithful ally of Russia. Hie hoped
to share with her the fruits of the viotories which
the two powers were to guin tagather. Joneph
. the Second, who, through the union of his howse

_~ with that of Framce, had at that time the greatest

prepouderance im the cabinet of Versailles, was
negoeiating an alliance between the opurts of
Puris and St. Petérsburgh ; ‘which, if it had takem
place, would have subjected Ewrppe to the yoke
of France, Austria, and Russia. Fortunately, the
greatest obstacle to this arrangement was raised
by Potemkin. Knowing that this triple alliance
would not be agreeable to KEsgland, and not
wishing to offend a power whose fleets might
hawe prevented his sending to the Asehipekigo
the expedition against Constantinople, be pre-
ferred the substantisl advantages of the eonquest
~ of Turkey (which ke thought certain) to the

yague and unprofitable honour of holding Eusope
in ebeins; and wsed all his infimenpe over the
mind of Catherine, to hinder the eonclusion of
the tzeaty propased by Jeseph the 8soond. This
vefusal of Russia cooled the Famperer; who,
. being barasssed with his own affaits and the dis-

- tarbanies of his ‘Jeminions, prosecuted the wer
ageimst the Tarks with much less ~igewr. It
(irritated the king of Franee, who ordesed his

ambsssador at PFetersbmsgh to-declare that ¢
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should support Gustavus his ally, and would not
suffer the overthrow ‘of the constitution estab-
lished in Sweden by that monar¢h, It tranquil-
lised England and Prussia; which powers now
felt better disposed to offer their mediation for
the pacification of the North, and to throw less

' obstacles in the way of the designs of Russia in’

other parts. All Europe wished to see an end '
put to this Northern quarrel, of which tive Belli-
gerents themselves began to be tired. Potemkin,
who had always censured the war with Sweden,
end only wished to pursue the Turkish war un-
molested, had no reason to repent of - the advice
which he had given to Catharine in this délicate

conjuneture. :

This minister, always profound in his plans,
and whose genius would have been perfect had
he been equally skilful in conducting them in
the details, as in comprehending their great
outlines, had formed upon Poland a design
somewhat different, for the glory and interest of
Russia, from that which was executed shortly

after his death by the statesmen who succeeded

him. Fer from subduing and. dismembering that
eountry, Potemkin wished to make it an ally of
Russia, and under this specious title to direct the
forces and resources of'that kingdom, which thus
would have been entirely at his disposition; while,:

_ by the partition that took place, Russia lost-the
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advantages which she might have drawn from the
fine provinces that were ceded to Austna and
Prussia. . The weakness of the Polish govern-

ment, the anarchy which prevailed in that coun-
try, and which Russia would have taken care to
keep up, would have disabled the Poles from ever

refusing to comply with the megsures suggested

by their formidable neighbour ; and Russia, as a

friend, would have -derived more benefit from'

', Poland than either as an enemy or as her su-

preme ruler. Potemkin was sensible of this.
In the beginning of the war, he had proposed tw
the diet, whose principal members he had won.
over to his interest, to make.a common ecause

.with Russia against the enemies of the Christian

name.- A free passage for her troops, abundance
of provisions, cattle and horses, which she- mlght
have procured at a small expence in Poland ; the
recruits which she might have raised there, inde-
pendently of the troops furnished by the Re-
public, were advantages which this alliance would
have insured to Russia. The negociation was for
a loug time kept secret ; but by an imprudence,
of which it is difficult to guess the cause, the
cabinet of Petersburgh officially acquainted the
cabinet of Berlin with the treaty it was going to
conclude. On hearing this, Potemkin could not

contain his rage. He vehemently reproached the

Empress with the incapacity of her ministers,
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wiho profited by his absence to lose the fruit of
s cares and combinations. His anger was just.
The king of Pradsia hastemed tc make strong
represéntations at Warsaw concerning the danger
of the alfiniice into which Russia was drawing
Poland. He previiled with the Republic to
twintein her independence, and promised his
assistarice to that effect. In the mean time, Po-
temkin wanted a passage for his troops across the
. Polish territory. He was forced to negociate for

this single objeet, which would have been one of
the fret conditions of the treaty ; and this pas. .
sepe, which wes not jedged hikely to have been
© - disputed, was granted only on the express promise
of imuking the Rusian troops obverve the strictest
discipline, and of paying dearly for every.-com-
modity they might stand in need of.
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CHAP. X1,

Potemiin takes Ocsakof, places his. troope in
winter-guarters, and returns to Petersburgh.

Intent upon his main design, Potemkin had
nrade vast preparations to open the tampargn of
1788, against the Turks, in a brillient manner.
The object of this eampaign was, by different
movements and positions, to keep the Turkish
army at & distance for the purpose of laying siege
o Oczakof, ah iwrportant fortress of Bessarubia

_ on the Black Sea, near the mouth of the Dnieper,

now the badwark of ¥re Russian, as it furmerly

~ wes of the Ottoman emnpire, which secures ahve

tranquil possesston of Litdle Tartary and the
Crimza. His preparations were however not
finished in the menth of April.- Tie Prince de .
Ligne reproweliing him with his tardimess, Po-
temkin, a qtrarter of an hour after, setretly caused

* .4 Wélsenger to attive with the news of a victory

in the meighbosthood of the Caucasgs. His
lofty mind was not asharred to descend to such
pitiful contrivawees, '

In the month of May, the head-quarters of
the army of the Ukraine were removed from
Kiof to the banks of the Phiester. This move-
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ment induced the Turks'to quit the frontiers of
Poland to get nearer Yassy : but a corps of Aus-
trians followed them in this retrogade march;
eaptured many of their guns and a great deal of
beggage ; , and having met Prince Ypsilanti,
hospodar of Moldavia, who was flying from
- Yassy, they dispersed his escort and' took him
prisoner. ‘ ' o
The army of Potemkin marched in two divi-
sions. The first remained under his immediate
command ; the second, under the orders of two
lieutenants-general, Pé_ul Potemkin and Samoiloff,
crossed. the Bog, and advanced on the right shore
of that river ; whilst the former marched on the
left. Towards the end of May, the troops occu-
pied the camp of Novo Gregori, where Potemkin
received the'news.of the first victory of Prince
Nassau over the Capitan Pacha. He on this
occasion said to the Prince de Ligne: ¢ That '
** comes from heaven! Look at that church: I
“ dedicated it to St. George, my patron ; and the
“ affair of Kinburn took place the day after St.
“ George’s festival.” After having encamped a
few weeks, and performed several retrogade move-
ments, the two divisions towards the end of June
formed a junction. When Potemkin heard of
two more victories of Prince Nassau, he again
said to the Prince de Ligne : « Well, my friend !
“ what did 1 tell yon of Noyo Gregori > There
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“ he is again. Is it not evident that I am God’s
“ spoiled child —What a good fortune! The
“ garrison of QOczakof is running away. 1 shall
“ begin to march immediately”—and the troops
were. set in:motion; but ‘instead of marching
directly. to Oczakof, Potemkin passed three days

on. the river, stopped every where to take and to-

eat: fish, and paid a visit to the victorious fleet.
.. The approach of the Russian army had occa-

sioned great movements in the Turkish fleat,"

which. was ridling at anchor under the wallsof
Oczakof. . It consisted of sixteen ships of-the
line. That of the Russians sailed from-Cherson
under the orders of Prince Nassau and Commo-

dore: Paul Jones. ‘1t bore directly upon the-

Turks, to drive them from the coast and prevent
their obstructing the operations of the army. ‘A
" brisk engagement took place. The Prince ‘de
~ Nassau. was at first obliged to give way to the fire
‘of the Turks; but he was soon supported by

Paul Jonmes ; .while the Turkish fleet was also -

receiving a. reinforcement, commanded by the
old Capitan Pasha. The combat was renewed

Wh fresh ardour ; but the victory remained with
the Russians. The Turks toek to flight with a

loss of three gallies, and the Russian fleet went to -
attack the very same walls which her enemy had-

been. protecting the day before

.But the Turkish fleet was not: anmhﬂated, it

M
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reappeared: a few daye after. The fate oi'Oczlkof
depended, bowever, on the destruction of this-
fieet. The Rumam, once masters of the sea,
would. prevent any succour being throwa into the -
place by water; and the army weder Potemkin’s
command was posted in such a manner as to °
- deprive the Ottomans.of all hopes.of throwing any
ammunition and. provisions. into that important
fortress by land. Under these.circumstances; a
council of war was: held om the 16th of June, on
- board of the Russian. fleet ; and the resolution
. was taken to.give battle to the Turks on the day
following:: Arcordingly, on the. 17th of June, at
four o'clock in. the morning, the Russian fleet.
commenced the attack in a wmost -undaunted
. manner. Dui‘ing-, the night, the Russians hadi
had the geod fortune to. receive a reinforcement
of two-and+twenty gun-boats, which: were sent to-
them from Krementzschuk. Their fire was
_ dreadful.. The Turks defended themselves witli
heroic courage : but the talents of the two adver-
- saries were not equal.; they were fighting on. s
‘element where science decides the victory. After
an obstinate engagement.of five-hours, the Turkish
. fleet’ was- dispersed : several. vessels were blown.
up, others- wrecked on the cogst; Numbers of.
the crews escaped.in beats, but they were received :
on land by the troops.of SuwarofPs division ; and-
all who escaped from the ships were. either killed
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or ‘made prisoners. The Turks lost fifty-seven
vessels of different sizes; among which was the
admiral's ship of sitty guns; and six thousand
ttien killed or taken. Two frigatés, two brigs, a
galley, and several other small vessels, were sunk ¢
but of the great number of vessels that fell into
the hands of the Russians, there was but one ship
of fifty guns fit for setvice. The Russians did
1ot lose a single vessel; and their loss in men
was inconsiderable, because the Turkish artillery
was so badly served that it scarcely did ahy exé-
cutiof,

In the mean time, Potemkin’s army, mbvmg in
different colamns, had insensibly approsehed
Oczakof, and invested the town with an immense
line of cireurhvallation. Potemkin was encamped
‘oh ‘the shores bf the Dnieper three miles from
the place. From this camp, which was called
thé Camp of the Deserts, he wrote to the Em-
press, that he did not yet intend to begm the
siege ; but, to spare the effusion of blood, he
would enfiéavout to take the fortress by surprise,
ot to ptevail with the Tutks to capitulate. Some
skirinished took place between the Russian troops
that were sent to teconnoitre the fortress, and
those of the Tarkish garrison who made s6tties to
 get provisioms, of te intercept the convays of the
enenty.

The Austrian ttoops were howeter less inaetive.

‘M2
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A corps, under the command of the Emperor,
- took Sabatsch. The Prince de Ligne, on inform-
ing Potemkin of this victory, urged him at the
same time to make a false attack on one side of
Oczakof, and on the other to leap into the in-
trenchments, to enter pell-mell with the garrison
into the old citadel, and thus to carry the place.
“« Do you think,” replied Potemkin, it is like
“ your Sabatsch, defended by one thousand men,
“* and taken by twenty thousand ” This was one
of Potemkin’s exaggerations, The attack had
been made by two battalions led on by the Em-
peror, whose vigour Prince de Ligne advised the

" Russian commander - in - chief to imitate. The - °

next day, when Potemkin was inspecting a bat-
tery of sixteen guns, which he had raised in an
open field at a distance of one hundred and sixty
yards from the intrenchments, he remembered
his conversation of the preceding day ; and while
a shower of-cannon-balls fell near him, and killed
close to him an artillery-driver and his two horses,
he with a smile said to Count Branicki :— Ask
“ the Prince de Ligne, whether his Emperor's
. % bravery at Sabatsch was greater than mine .-
¢ here ?”—This false attack was indeed a hot one ;
and no person could be more nobly and more
cheerfully courageous than Potemkin at times.
This fit of courage continued for three or four
days, during which he exposed himself to the



' PRINCE POTEMKIN, 165

greatest danger. Prince de Ligne observed to
him, that  cannon-balls 'were the best remedy
to cure his ill-humour.” The Russians several
times lost and recovered the Bashaw’s gardens. 4
On the 29th of July, forty or fifty Turks came .
* along the sea-shore, and, climbiag the acclivity,
fired upon a battéry where Prince Anhalt had
Just relieved General Chotousoff, who had been
wounded the' night before. The light-infantry
strove to be revenged for the wound of their
general. Without waiting for the orders of
Prince Anhalt, they rushed upon those forty
Turks ; who were soon reinforced by more than
three hundred of Hazan Pasha’s soldiers. To
-save the first, Anhalt was obliged to advance with
the second battalion ; he drove the Turks back -
after a very obstinate fight. Hardly had he
re-entered the intrenchment, when more than
two thousand Turks advanced with flying colours.
.Anbhalt rallied his troops with great difficulty, and
again attacked the Turks; hundreds of whom,
concealed in the crevices of the mount, fired
without ceasing, and could not be dislodged.
At length Prince Nassau, who had in vain waited
for orders, had the threefold pleasure of saving
the battery and Prince Anhalt, and of being
revenged on Prince Potemkin, to whom he
“apologized in his report for having advanced with
-three gun-boats, and forced the Turks to a retreat
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without his eorders. One hundred and eighty
Russians were killed in this affair; and within
seven weeks, though the siege was not actually
begun, Potemkin lost more than twelve hundred
men. s L ’

It was, no doubt, with the view of spaving
human blood, that Prince Patemkin had yecourse
to artifice and money. - He imagined the Turks
wished to surrender. After a great canmomading
from the flcet of the Capitan Pasha, seme Turkish

_boats abpmach'ed the coast, te take soundings in -.
‘the Black Sea, Potemkin supposed they wanted
$0" desert, and thought he already beheld them
converted into good Christians : but they fired
upon the Russians. His indelence and inactivity-
often Proceeded from his firm belief in predesti-
nation. He had ordered a trial of riew mortars,
and wanted to go on board the vessel in which
the experiment was to be made: but there was
no boat ready for him, his orders having been’
“forgotten.’ The experiment commenced, and
proved successful. It was however supposed
that somé of the enemy'’s boats, drawn up under
" the walls of Oczakof, were unmooring to attack’
the Russian vessel, The erew of the sloop pre-
pared-for defence. In this hurry the gunpowder
spread on the deck, and, covered with a sail, was
forgotten ; ‘some of it was incdutibusly used to

fire upon the enemy’s boats: and the Russian
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vessel tock fire. A liewtenant-colonel, a major,
end sixty men were blown up. Potemkin wonld
inevitably have shared their fate, * did not Hea-
ven,” said he immediately with much confidence
and devotion, * entertain a particular regard for
“ me, and watch night and day for my preserva-
. ¢ tion.” Soen after this occurrence, a few men
were lost aguinst a sertie of the enemy. Potem-
kin wrapped his handkerchief, dipped in lavender-
water, about his forehead, which was abvays s
signal of a real or supposed head-ache; andl sunk
into one of his hypochondriac fits. ,

In the month of August, the Russians seemed
to emerge all at once from their inactivity. Sw-
waroff, on his own suthority, unexpectedly or-
dered his left to advance in four square baj 130..
against the intrenchment of the right. ore -
- he had got over half the ground, he found himself
exposed to a tremendous fire, and lost a thousand
- men. As. the Turks were poving from the
intrenchment -on the left, the Prince de Ligne
bhastened to the Russian general, who commanded
the right wing, to induce him to leap imto thet .
intrenchment with his troops. He ardently
wished it. The Prince de Ligne dispatched hia
two aides-de-camp ta Potemkin to obtain leave
to do so. Instead of returning an answer, he
wept. His misplaced humanity made him regret,
the sacrifice of men, which such an enterptidf '
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demanded. Prince Repoin was ordered to march

with. the centre towards . the intrenchment, to

~.make a diversion, and to liberate Suwaroff. This
.movement was completely successful. .

The Prince de Ligne endeavoured to ke¢p up
agood lntelllgence between Potemkin and Repnin
by means of the Bible and Martinism. Potemkin
highly respected the Bible, and Martinism had

- rendered Repnin .as gentle as he used to be
intractuble. Both displayed uncommon courage
in a boat in which Prince Nassau took them to
reconnoitre Oczakof, close under the walls on the
sea-side, They were saluted with grape-shot and
cpnnon-balls '

~ The Austro-Russian troops, under .the orderl
of the Prince de Cobourg and Count Soltikof,

Jwere in the mean time besieging Choczim, the
key of Moldavia on the Polish frontier. As the
advanced works did not appear susceptible of.a
vigorous defenge, they were carried by assault at
the very first reconnoitring. Sixteen hundred
Turks were either killed or taken on this ocea-
sion. The besiegers then began to bombard the
town, which was soon reduced to a most pitifu}
condition. Hands were wanting to extinguish
the flames, and to resist the contigual and spirited ~
attacks of the allied troops, which were every
day making a greater progress. At length the

.governor, not wishing to run the risk of ay
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assault, consented to capitulate. The garrison of -
the town was allowed to withdraw to Bender;

but all who were in the fortress surrendered

- prisoners to the Austro-Russians, One hundred
“and fifty-three heavy guns, fourteen mortars, and

a large stock of ammunition and provisions, be-

came the prey of the conquerors, and served as

instruments for new conquests. -
Potemkin still continued inactive before Oc-

‘zakof. His negociations and his bribes met with
‘mo success. The frequent sorties of .the garrison,

the bloody skirmishes which they occasioned,
the bad season which was rapidly advancing, the
mire into which the troops were sinking, ren-
dered at last the diminution of his army extremely
gensible. Towards the end of October, he had
only two lieutenants-general left, who relieved
each other in the trenches. The Prince de Ligne,
tired of this state of affairs, resolved to leave
Potemkin. He entertained him with a grand
dinner, to which he came in his regimentals ;
which was so unusual,. that the Prince de Ligne
said -to him,—* What, without your green cloak,
“ Prince! this must be a sign of disgrace.” * He

declared, at the same time, that he would wait
until the festival-of his saint, Gregory ; who, bhe
- hoped, would again perform some miracle in his

behalf, and that he should leave the camp the

-day after, which was the twelth of Qectober.
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Potemkin answered, he was waiting for & frigate.
She eame not 5, but 8t. Gregory's day came.. He

weither attacked, nor thought of attacking. To-
divert himeelf and his patron, he wanted to take -

& Turkish ship on his festival. The ship was not
taken. All the day he wes plunged in a gloomy
melancholy, and inithe evening the Prince de
Ligue left him, to go to the armry of Marshal
Romanzoff; and to stimulate him to greater

exertions, he told him, on parting, that if he

would eend troops to the shores of the Black Sea

. as far as the Danube, and order Romangoff to

advance towards Bylcharest, he would  get him

mmed hospodar of Meldavia and Wallachis.

“ What do I eare for that?” replied Potemkin:
I might be king of Peland, if I chose. - I
¢ yefused. the duchy of Courland. 1 am mnch
.  more than all that.”

- At length, after having necemd consulerable

reinforcements for his srmy; which the snow and
ice, and the sicknesses attendant on a camp in -

the mire hed eemsibly diminished, Potemkin,

convinced of the fallacy of hie ideas respecting

tite inolination of the Turks to surrender, deter-
" mined upon attaeking -and: taking' Ocaakof by
storm. This enterprse was dréndful, no doubt;

and would ecost much blood. But would net -

twice as many men have perished, the victims of
eold, hunger, and -evils 'of ull iinds, if- he had
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oontinued all the winter under the walls of the
place ? and those men whoni fatigue and disiross
would have doomed to an early grave, weuid
they not have perished without glory? War is

an evil; it is the mast frightful of plagues;

religion and morslity ought te impel princes to
. avoid it ; but when once engaged in it, either by
mecessity or threugh culpable ambition, it is

obvious, that, to be tardy and over-circumspeet

in the prosecution of a war, does but incresse
its horrors. '

Potemkin had for some time heem master of
the island of Berezan, situsted at the mouth of
the Daieper ; which being previded with a stroug
tower, had till then offered a secuve retreat to the
Furkish. vessels, whenee thgy ceuld from time to

time ‘throw seme little suecour into the plaee, -

and revive the drooping couvage of the gerri.

- eon., He entrusted gemeral Ribas with thie ex-

pedition ; who successfully “accemplished his
ebject. It had indesd been judged so impartant;

that great rewards and gratifications. had beew

bestewed upon the treops that were employed.
Bight officers, who hed particularly distimguished

themselves, were presepted with gold: swords of
the value of gight hundred roubles cach, bearing .

this inscription,~<! The reward of valowr.” -
As s00n as the sicge commenced, Marshal Ro-.
manzoff had erdered gengral I¥Eilmpt go saarch:
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slong the Pruth as far as Ganya. - General ’
Soltikofl, after the surrender of Choczim, had
marched to Belji. These different movements
enabled the Russians to keep the Turks at bay on
the Danube, and to cover the siege of Oczakof.

Not to lose the advantage of these successful
movements, it was now of the most urgent neces-
sity to hasten the assault. In one of the councils
of war holden for this purpose, the Prince de
Nassau offered, if he might be entrusted with

_ the operation, to effect in the weakest part of the
fortress (which he had descried) a breach suffi-
ciently large for a whole regiment to pass, through.
Potemkin, who could not tolerate any boasting in
his presence, though the event might have jus-
tified the Prince’s offer, asked him sarcastically,
how many breaches he had effeeted at Gibraltar ?
This ill-timed raillery hurt the Prince de Nassau
so much, that he complsined of it to the Em-.
press ; solicited hisrecall ; and was actually with-
drawn from Potemkin’s army, to be employed-
against the Swedes.

* Although the proud Potemkin listened. thh.
so little moderation to the opinion of his general
officers, he yet spared no pains to render himself

~agreeable to the soldiers, whose attachment he
deemed more necessary for his design of storm-
ing Oczakof, His behaviour however, was not

- guided by wise, principles: he not only endea-.
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" voured to stimulate the efrulstion. and courage of
the troops, by promising to allow them to plunder
the town, but he also tolerated a. complete in-
subordiuvation for the purpose of attaching the,
troops to his person by this excessive indulgence.
From that ‘moment, all. discipline disappeared.
The excesses of the Russian soldiers: (who never
need much encouragement to- disorder) were car-
ried to such a height, that their -officers dared
hardly to remonstrate with them, much less
restrain them by any punishment.

Potemkin however succeeded in his views. He

~ did not suffer the ardour of .the troops to abate.
- After having reconnoitred all sides of the fortress,
formed his, plan of attack, and marked the points
by which the troops were to enter, he, on the
sixth of December, 1788, at six o'clock in the
morning, commenced the assault. The army
marched in six columns. Four, under Prince
Repnin, were to attack Oczakof on the east side ;
and the two others, under the command of General
Muller of the artillery, were to storm the west
side at the same time. He kept, besides, two
corps-de -reserve in readiness to support the
assailants. :

The fire of the besieged Ottomans was terrible.
They were sensible that this was to be a decisive
blow, and that they ought to neglect nothing to
ward it off. But in spite of their obstinate
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resistatice, Gencral Pahlen carried with thé firet
column the fort of Hezau Pashs, situsted on &
hill ; #nd seon aker, ancther; which also looked
over the townt, The second eolumn, commanded
" by Gerierdl" Bafkof, petietrated itite orie of the
stibtitbs, and took possession of the road which
leids from the téwn to the citudé), “The third,
braving 4 murderous fire of grape-shot, which
deattered deatti m ity ranks, Jeaped mto the
ditches ; and Colohel Markof; st the head of the
chasseurs, planted d ladder, and was the first upon
the ramparts. Prince Volkomski, wha ¢om-

" ritanded this columhn, was killed.

I the meat tithe, the fouith and fifth colamus .
havitig sallied from the coveted way, crossed this
ditches, and "thireateriéd thHé rdmpafts, dadsed
& serious alarm fo thé efimics, and obliged thern

' td divide their attention and their forees.  Ad the
ditch wis wiicotrmonly déep on the spdt where
threse colurhns made theit aftack, they kad not
been able to cross it without 4 heavy loss: bt
ieither this Sbsticls, sor the bisk fire of thé
Besleged, nor the blowing itp of sothe tiiinés, had
Been ible fo arrest the impetucsity of the Ris
sians. While the men of the fifth coluritth weté
perishing in the ditch, fheir Bodies formed a

. btidge for the sixth, whieh, ttider the ordeis 8

. Gleneral Sarioflof; reached the ratparty dnd pos-

s¢ssed itself of the bastios, - .
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. Driven from the fortificxsions, otught betwebis

- two fires, and more closely pressed in prepurtion

as they retreated, the Turks hud no other sescurce
left but to take refuge in the houses of the inka.
bitants. . This always proves a vaio and dreadfud
resource : without saving the gatrison, it exposes

-the unfortunate inhabitants to be shughtered

togethér with the spldiers. The Turks foupht

. desperately both om the rampurts and in the

streets. The Russian treops; naturally férodiows,
exasperated by an obstinate resistance, and stitrin.

. lated alike by the pamsioa of. vengesnce and the

desire of booty, spared neither sex ner.age, snd
bugcheredallwhe were of the race of thse conquered.
They did wmore ; they tormented their victims

- apd inflicted upon many an éxcruerating. death,

The number of killed Ottomhans was so considén - -
able, that they could not find room to bury them.
They were piled in casts, taken: out of the towua,
and. thrown: upon the ice to be devoursd by dogs.
The slaughter laated: three days.. Bat [et-us-draw
a veil over scenes. of riotoun berbarity, awd
applaud thos¢ nations, who, osnducting was
upon principles of humarnity, suiject those ouly:

to pain-and death,  who bave made it: therr pro-
~ fession-te enceunter them:; but protect the un.

armer) iphabitants of. their advessaries’ counery

N againet the horrore of starming assaults, ard.the .

I
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offects of a vengeance which they have not
. According to Potemkin's calculations, eight
thousand. shree hundred and seventy Ottomans
lost their lives during the assault, and -eleven
hundred and forty died of their wounds, besides
the inhabitants of both sexes who were butchered.
The booty of the Russians was imymense. - Prince
Potemkin presented the Empress with an emerald
found. at Oczakof, of the size of an egg, cut in
the form of an oblong square, and of a fine pro-
portion, though not absolutely pure. Catharine
afterwards wore it in a necklace set with diamonds.
- The Russians found at Oczakof three hundred
and ten heavy guns and mortars. Among the
prisoners of war, there were a Pasha with three-
tails, -three comm,indqrs of gallies, having the
rank of Pashas with two tails, and four hundred
and forty-eight other superior officers.

-In the account which Prince Potemkin gave of
the loss of the Russians, he stated it at nine
bundred and twenty-six privates, and: thirty-one
officers, three of whom were field-officers. It
may.easily be supposed . that, accerding to eus-
tom, the loss of the conquerors was considerably
" under-rated. -More accurate calculations have -
stated the number of Russians who perished in
the storming of Oczakof at several thousands. :
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The Rev. William Tooke says' twelve thousand.

But the whole siege, which lasted several months,

. must have cost them at least thirty thousand
men. These, however, are results which ambi-
.tion,does not chdose to avow. .

" It has been reported, that, during the brunt of
.the attack, Potemkin was in a place of safety, or
at least out of the reach of the guuns; and that,
sitting on the ground with his head resting on his
hands, heonly lifted it up now and then fervently
to ejaculate: “ QO Lord! have mercy upon us!”
It is also said that as soon as the town was taken,
he approached it with a triumphant smile, and
.immediately. dispatched .Colonel Bauer to carry
.this important news to Petersburgh.- 'All this
may be true: but the inference drawn from it,
-that Potemkin was deficient. in personal courage,
iis a calumpy, Of all deeds of war, there is per-
.haps none in which a commander-in-chief ought
to be more careful not to mix with his soldiers,

.than in an assgult. Of what service would his
- presence be an one spof, when every thing de-
‘pends on. the total effect ; and when even one

- . successful partial attack, far from being useful to

_the other troops, only exposes to certain destruc-

‘tion the courageous band that has alone agcom-

plished its object, while those who were to co-

operate with them have failed in their attempts ?

_Before the storming of Oczakof, Petemkin -had
SN :
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himedf made his dispositions and given his
oiders. He netther cotld” nor ought to have
done more. :
- The officer whom Prin¢e Potemkin dmpatehed
to Petersburgh performed the journey with in-
credible expedition. In four days and a helf he
travelled over more than nine hundred wiles.
He arrived late at night at Petersburgh, and
delivered his dispatches to Momoneff; to whom
the Prince had addressed them. The Empress
way in bed ; but the fuveurite disturbed her sleep
¢ scqunint her with duch dgreeable news. In
the first paroxisehs of her joy she shed ‘tears,
She #mniedidtely arose to write to the 'Grand-
‘duke #md- soiwe of -her most intimate grandeds
dhése few words:  Octakof is taken” The
-next ‘day she sddressed her court thus: ¢ I was
“ {ll, but these joyful tidings cured mhe.” ‘Colonel
Buur received, as b veward for-his zeal'uiid dis-
‘patch, a gold snuff-box, ‘sét with diamonds, and
‘conthining ‘one thousand ‘ducats ; atid was ap-
pointed to the ‘command of -a regiment. -Aftér
some few days, he 'was sent back to'Ocrakof,
“dnd ‘entrusted with the great order of 8t. George
‘and its star in diathonds, and a sword rickly - set
with brilliants "of ‘the vilue of si¥ty thousand
- roubles, for Prince Potemkin,
All the officers who had been- employed in the
~taking of Oczakof, received gold medals, and the
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. luldnem silver ones. These imedals pe. warn by
the Russian troaps in the buttos-hale «of . shei
oouts, with an orange and biack striped sibband,

Aithough the Tucks might lang have antie
cipatod the fall of Oczakof, the news yntapread

the ubmost.consternation atConstantinople. After - -

the first - mowents.of stupor, the people became
outrageows, andl the gramd.signior.and his divan
wore very-wear falliog siotins te their fury. But
vewrning soon to erder, eather from mpathy than
out.of respectfor the laws, .and resigning them-
welves o the decrees of fate moere from weakness
~ Shan: noged by veason, the stupid Torks, both
great pod low, asasters and slaves, sovarqighs and
subpeoty, forgst. this doss, and never thought «f
. vopdiring it, mor.of aveiding frash desses. . .
- While Comstantinople was gilungeil in -griaf,
joy reigned tricmpbant st Petersbuegh ; #he
hopes ‘of .the Rusians vose 'with their speces.
The happiness of the hero of the victory which
" intoxicated the empire with joy, was at its utmost
height. He only longed to return to Petershurgh
to enjoy his triumph. He wanted,- however,
first to place his army and that of the Ukraine in
winter-quarters. The army of the Ukraine had
constantly kept the field; the Turks, it is true,
dared no longer to shew themselves before the
-Russians in front, but they continually harassed
them with their numerous cavalry ; which occa-
N 2
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sioned frequent skirmishes, so ‘much the more -
disagreeable, as. they were not decisive. At
length General Kamenski, who commanded the
advanced-guard of this army, determined to put
an end to this petty war. He formed his troops
in three columns. His march was so rapid and
so well combined, that he surrounded the Turks
and forced them to battle near Kalkusta. The
attack of the Russians was so vigorous, that the
action did not last long. The Turks gave way
on all sides, and escaping from the blows of their
enemies by flight, more were taken prisoners
than killed. They lost all their baggege and
artillery, and were disabled from railying for a
long time. This battle ended the campaiga of
1788. Potemkin stationed his infantry in Ocza-
kof and Moldavia. He sent his cavalry beyond
‘the Dniester, and, after having terminated these
" srrangements, sat out for St. Petersburgh.

1
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- CHAP. XIIIL

Potemkin is splendidly received at St. Peters-.

burgh, where he passes the winter in festivities

' and entertainments.—He returns to the army,
to continue the war against the Turks.

Tue brilliant campaign which he had achieved,
and the important services which he had rendered’
to his sovereign and country, appeared to have
placed Potemkin at the pinnacle of fortune and
glory. He was of all Russians the most power-
ful, the most admired, the most wealthy, and the’
most feared. Nothing seemed to be wanting to
his happiness, if appearances always corresponded
with the reality, and if it were not the essential
condition of happiness to have its principle in
the calmness of the heart and in the testimony
of a good conscience. It is this disposition of
the soul which alone enables man to find a new
source of happiness in the favours of fortune.
This truth, so trite in theory, is little known in

_practice. Every day the man in power is
punished by the secret anguish of his heart for
the insulting parade of prosperity with which he
crushes’ the vulgar; and yet the torments by
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“which he is devoured, and which are frequently -
' wstble, do not render the ambitious who succeed °
him, thore wise, nar the obscure crowd who wit-
ness his pangs, less envious. :

The instability of worldly things is such, that,
like the heavenly bodies whose motion is conti-
nual; though not sensible to our eyes, the Tucky :
star of a human being can never remain steady
at the top of the wheel of fortune. He-who can
neo longer rise, must decline; this is am invariable
. law of our nature. We shall soon bekwld Po-
tég:nkyin placed in some degree under the influence
of this law, and that without having deserved it
more than any other favourite of fortune. Ik
was precisely at a time wher he'had been mast,
really ueeful, and when the impulse he had given
to state affairs had been crowned with the most.
beneficial consequences to the empire, that he.
must have been sensible how much absence had
impaired his credit with his severcign, while it
had constantly been upon the imcrease when he
- was rather an intriguing courtier tham an excel-
lent wminister or an able general,

It was not, however, immediately after his -
mwal»at Petersbusgh that. this cbange could be
perceived.  Catharine was magnanimous endugh
to stifle every little passion, when the glory of her
thlon.e and the interest of her dommions were
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concerned. She ordered the congueror of Og-
zakoff to be received in a manner worthy of the
brilliant success he had gained.

To give his reception the appesrance of a. tm-
umph, the Empress ordered the road by which
Potemkin was to arrive, to be illuminated for the
space of six miles. When he entered the town,
all the guns of the castle were fired; an honour
exclusively granted to the severeign herself.

- The Prince alighted at his palace, cloge to the
imperial one. He had not yet finished changing
his dress, when the Eimpress surprised him in his
own apartment. She stayed a long time with
him, and then reprired to the ball-room of her
palace, where a brilliant court was expecting her
Majesty. She appesred with: the most cheerfyl
countenanee, and told the courtiers that she wys
just returning from Prigce Potemkin; and that,
by going first to visit him, she wished to shew how
greatly she was satisfied with his services. But
fifteen days were scarcely elspsed, when the
courtiers who were most about her person, fancied
they perceived that there was no longer such o
oordial intimaey as formerly between ber and hey
sacient favourite. It was well known, besides,
that frequent. misunderstandings had arisen be-.
tween .them in their epistolary eorrespondence.
Potemkin had not been sufficiently aware that

" what passes in comversation may net always
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be written. Several times in his letters he had-

been guilty of opposing the Empress with vehe-
mence, and of casting a bitter censure upon
whatever had been done without his being con-
sulted. And to support the enormous war ex-
pences, he had been obliged to ask for consider-

able sums. Such demands, which are always

troublesome, had furnished the courtiers, who
envied his favour, with pretences to paint him in
the blackest colours to the Empress, and to excite
her displeasure against him. '

However, the behaviour of Catharine to her
minister-did not betray the least dppearance of an
incipient decline of favour. The successes obtained

by the Prince in the last, warranted the hope of B

much greater advantages in the next campaign,
The thought of conquering Greece was no longer
fimtastical, and of course it was proper not to
offend him who had commenced and who was
best able toachieve that important exploit. Catha.
‘rine wassensibleof this. Shecouldnot conceal from
herself the need in which she stood of Potemkin.
It was:become habitual; his -ascendancy was
frmly -established ; and if in the secret of her

heart the. Empress ‘was determined not to have -

eny longer the same condescension for him in
the distribution of dignities and faveurs, and the

administration of her finances, she yet wanted

him to be the greatest and most honoured of her

.

B .
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" subjects, and wished that the most flattering dis-
tinctions should be showered upon him, not less
as a reward and encouragement, than to attash
him to her person by the ties which she knew
best calculated for her purpose. He had already
received .every mark of honour imaginable, the
richest presents, dignities, estates, money and
diamonds. To these donations Catharine added
the kind condescension of giving brilliant enter:
tainments, of which Potemkin was the - hero.
The principal grandees, to please their sqpersign,
imitated her example. = For the spmpe of two
months, Petersburgh continued the theatre of .
the most splendid festivities. There was a general
emulation in contriving whatever could most
flatter the pride of the individual for whom the
most extravagant expences were readily incurred.
His principal exploits, and particularly the assaait
_of Oczakof, were represented by dances, by
music, and by fire-works. The arts vied to cele:
brate his glory; and yet he received all these
homages either as mere marks of adulation, or
as being due to him. He always appearedcold,
and almost insensible to whatever was contﬂved
for his gntlﬁcatlon

-Such was his unfortunate disposition, that
whatever was best calculated to delight and dazzle
a mortal, disappeared from his sight, and even
became insupportable, when the smallest secret
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tovgbla agitated his bavast, and pasticularly when

i was of 3 nature to bust his pride. He was

saxmperates against Momenoff, whowm he had
sapposard to be his friend, his devoted slave, and
whiom on his amival at court he had seen assuming’

, Wwards ether courtiers a baughty demeanour,

which; according to Potemakin, ill became him ;
and, what. was still weyse, . pretending ta a sort of
oggality with the Prince. This circumstance had
0 revalted his pride and his self-love, that he
emplayed ¢very means to determine the Edipress
to dismiss Momonef; and her absolute refusal
to comply with his demand raised his dissatisfac.
tion and wrath to the highest pitch. Catharine
w3s foud of her lover: she could not bring hers

- geif to sagrifice him te the whims of Potemkin :

she had even made 3 merit of this refusal towards
Momonoff. The latter, who feared the Priuce,
pnduced the Enpress to appease his wrath by
lavishing upos him the most flattering marks of

- favour and distinction, The Empress followed

Abis advice. On Easter-eve, when, ‘according to
the religious ceremenies of the Greek church,.
the court was assembled in the imperial chapel,
to assist at the divine service, every one waa,

- at the epgl of it,, admitted to kiss the hand of the

Ewpress, and present their best wishes for her
prosperity.  Potemkin havieg first spproached,
Latbaring, instesd of suffering biw to kies her

T SAMBN D T i e e
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hand, tenderly embraced bhim, and in addition to
this honourable expression of her regard, thamked:
him aloud for the important services he had rem-
dered to her person amd to the state. - At the
same time her Majesty adorned his neck with a
diamond collar of the order of St. Alexander,

‘worth sixty thousand, roubles.

The Empress hoped that- so much generosxty

- and so many testimonies of attachment would at

length’ indace Potemkin to set out for the army;
without insisting any longer upon the dismissal
of Mombonoff, and without venturing any fresh.
demands of money for himself. But her expec-
tations ‘were disappointed. The month of May
had commenced, and Potemkin obstinately per-
sisted . in staying; declaring that he would not
leave Petersburgh without a sart of capitulation
with his sovereign. He demanded, that, before
his departure, Momonoff sheuld be dismissed,
another lover chosen, and himself furnished with

six millions of roubles for the expences of the
campaign he was going to open. In vain did he -
continue obstinate; Catharine this time was still

_more so. She granted the sum which he de-

manded ; but she would not econsent to the sacri-
fice of the affections of her heart. Potemkin,
sefwible that the season pressed, and that doty,

_ bouour, and necessity, equally urged him.om,

departed for the army in the middle of May
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'1780, leaving, to his heart’s sorrow, Momonoff in
his situation, and carrying with him no other
consolation” than the promise of the Empress
that she would not appoint her lover vice-chan-
cellor of the empire, in the room-of Count Oster-
man ; .2 dignity té which Momonoff -had long:
aspired. . :
This promise suitéd the interests of the Em-
press more than those.of Potemkin. Momonoff
was no ways praper for the eminent post to which’
he dased. to pretend. His nomination would-,
have been censured by the whole empire. Po-
temkin always.gave Catharine the most judicious
advice for the choice of individuals to be raised
to important- places:. A just regard to propriety -
and to the dignity of his sovereign, joined to a
principle of equity and attachment to the welfare
of the state, attracted him towards men of merit,
and made bhim. wish to see them distinguished.
Nature in this directed him better than his educa-
tion.. It certainly was not by the lessons of his
teachers, nor by the examples of the world in
which he had moved, that he acquired the notien.
of paying to!merit the justice and ' hohour which:
are its due. © But he was gifted with' the instinct
- of elevated souls. ' Pride, nobleness, and' genero-~
sity, were born with him. 'The attentive ob--
sevver will perceive, in the'life of this celebrated
mu, that he was indebted for his virtues apd
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good qualities to himself, but for his vices'and

. faults to the prejudices of his nation, -and to the

mayners, still tainted with batbarism, of the
country in which he was born.

" A short time. before his departure for. the army,

he gave a proof of the correet Judgment he mani-
fested in the minor circumstances of life, which

require more, discernment than genius. . Catha-

rine, who harboured a deep resentment, against
the king of Sweden, and could not forgive him
the war which he carried on against her, composed
an gpera, which she called “ The Unskilful War-
rior.” The design of this performance was obvi-
ous. The Empress showered down ridicule upon

the object of her hatred. _ She spared nothing to-

xender the representation of this dramatic work
splendid and brilliant. = Martini composed the

- music. The ballet cost twenty thousand roubles

to get up. The scenery, the dresses of the per-
formers, the decorations of the house, would
cost at least double the sum. Catharine wanted
to have her play performed at the grand natjonal
theatre : Potemkin highly disapproved of this

.idea, and was not afraid of stating his disappro-

bation, He thought it would only serve to exas-

‘ . perate. the kmg of Sweden, and to perpetuate the

“war. “ Iam,” added he, “ neither a judge nor
« a critic, but I could wish the Empress had

" #¢ chosen any other amusement.” Oyt of regard
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for hiy epimion, the petformance was postpened
till afier his departure ; and the play was acted at

the theatve of the Hermitage, where the publke

' were not admitted. Potemkin shewed on this
ocousion, as he had done on mawy others, that
Cathurine could net be a loser by listening to
him, though she commonly -did not wish to have
the appearanve of regulating her coaduct accard-
fag to his advive. [t is cevtwinthat, on a-.com-
perison of the life of Cathavine with that of
Potemkin, it may clearly be seen what Poternkin
would have been without Cathariwe : but what
this princess would havebeen without the man of
genius whom she ‘had judicionsly chosen for-her
eounsélior, s not-quite so obvious, At'least; it is
evident that she did net perform any thing so
great, and perticidarly so ably combined, either
_ tefore-orefter him, as shedid Buring his lifedime.

Meunwhile Catharine, who so obstinutely sup- .

ported Momonoff agninst Potemikin, ‘wes reutly
dissatiified with her lover. She was disgusted
with bis frequent illnesses, and -still more with
the yeoke which he dared -to impese-upen -her.
Not thut Momonoff - was unamimble : he was acto-

dly possessed of the means of pleasing, rativer by

the accomplishments of'the mind then by esterigr
advantages, thowgh his Sigure was extremely agree-
_tble. e probably might have preserved - his
infiwence and his situation till the .death of /Ca-
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" therive, 'had he not himself occavienell his dis-
mission by his impradences.  He affetted- to
treat the Empress as a being ‘over whom he had
a sovereign empire. He was guilty of frequent
infidelities ; and he kept so little . within the
" bounids of discretion in his intrigue with Princess

Techerbatof, that ‘Catharme with her own eyes
witnessed the perfidy of her lover. She dismisted

him - on the spot, snl condemned Him to marty
his mistress. This ‘was the only revenge she
took -of ‘the ‘ungrateful couple. The ‘gailt of
Princess Tcherbatof, loved and distinguished a3
she ‘partictilirly ‘was by her ‘sovereign, was not
fess‘than that of Momonoff. The Empress‘loaded
- them with favours, ‘but banished them from her
presence, andl ordered ‘them to live at Moscow.

Muny persons were losers by Momonof's dis-
grace. 'He was kind:-hearted, easy of access, and
generous, The Grand:tuke, among others, had
in him a‘faithful servant, eagerly availing himself
. ofhis ‘influence to mitigate ‘the untappy situstion
of him who was some ddy to be his inaster, but
‘who in‘the ‘present moment had much less power
‘thran Momonoff, 'This circumstance honours alike
the heutt und the understaniling of ‘Memonsff.
*Fo shew himself kind to ‘the heir of the throne,
4n their tespestive situations, announced » gene-
‘rous soul free from 'little ‘fears and little passions.
The -Grand-duke was sorry for his misfortune.

)
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Momonoff must have been regretted alike by the
court and the public, especially after hissuccessor
Plato Zubof had unfolded the vices of his cha-
racter. - - : '
Potemkin learnt with much dissatisfaction the
. nomination of this young man to the situation
of a favourite: The place had become extremely
moportant. Catharine, as she advanced in years,
suffered her lovers to have so great an ascendancy
over her, that the individual who held that situa-
tion was no longer indifferent. The choice of
Zubof had been the mere effect of chance. He
happened to be on duty at Czarskoezelo, when
the Empress, having just dismissed Momonoff,
and her heart being yet filled with bitterness,
‘wanted immediately to substitute another in his
place. Count Soltikof presented Zubof, whom:
he knew from being a neighbour of his father in
the country. Catharine accepted of him without
Thesitation, .as she would have accepted of any
other. AsPotemkin, more particularly acquainted

with the talents and disposition of the new . fa-

.vourite from the notes which were transmitted to
.him concerning every officer in- the army, did
probably not think him entitled to the high
_ favour to which he was raised, he censured this
choice, and was extremely angry at its having
been made without his concurrence. The sequel
praved that the sagacious statesman was not mis-

oy
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taken. A report was circulated at the time, that
he feared Zubof; it was owing to a ‘pun which
- Potemkin had made upon his name. He had; it
is said, commissioned an officer, whom he dis-
patched to the Empress on some particular occa-
sion, to inform her Majesty that his health
would be perfect if he could get rid of a ootk (in
Rassisn Zubof), which caused him great paim.
The anecdote may be true: put it does not follow
that Potemkin, at:the distance he was from Zu~
bof, in evéry respect, should have feared in him
a-rival. ‘It was however in vain that he solicited
the Empress to dismiss this new favourite. - Ca-
tharine insisted upan keeping him, because her
favour was once fixed, and it would have been
painful for her to make a new choice.. Potemkin,
" who was then at a great distance from Peters-
buxgh, and had his head filled with too welghty
concerns to busy himself long about court-
intrigues, hazarded no farther remonstrances. Ca-
. tharine kept her -lover, and soon grew warmly
attached to him. The death of Potemkin, which
happened a few years after, left Zubof without
any competitor capable of balancing his credit;
and from that moment he reigned sole and -abso-
lute master over the heart of his sovereign.
+.The war in the mean time was continuing its
ravages The diminution of the numbers of men .
becamie ahrmmg, and the diffioulty - of raising -
o . .
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réeruits: wis already but too apparent. : The
MPrince derbanded wotiless than sixty-three thou-
#ind mett to complere his army. The finances-
wote still more exhausted than- the population.-
Thie tioops wete not regularly paid, becauwe:cashi
was wanting. That ustlews and ruinous Swedish:
war hiad slone absorbed two-and-twenty millions
of roubles, 'The naval expences and the repairs
~ which the fleets required; made it probable thut,
if protracted; this war would soon- cost twice ay
Muth, -Alarmed: at this prospect; the mimistery
of Cathiatine wistied for peace ; but her Majesty!
was not so‘istelined; and Potexikin stiltless.  Ani-
wited’ by the' conguest of Oczakef, they were
. oth more obistinately than ever bent upon their
favoutite' project of confuering Turkey. - Per.
sonally ittitated: agninst-the king of Sweden, the -
Empress would' o more listen to any accommo~
dation with that monarch: thart with: the grand-
sighior. ¥n this violent' sitwation, recourse was
Nad to-a fresh issue of papencurrency ; that: futel
résource which, leaving allother nations mistresses |
of the exchunge witli Russia, gave them the
eppoitunity of draining the empire of the litle
myetallic money thet was left, aivd entirely depnvedf
it of that netve and-aliment of states,

With this want of specie, which weould obetmct~
some operationis and hinder the execution ef

mamy, several other diﬂic\ihes were eombined. .
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Joseph the Senond hedjust bresthed hislast,apd hiy
brother Leoppld, who sncceeded him, was alarmed
at sgeing the Austrian menagehy in a state of dis-
solution, Brabant revolted, Hupga(y brenkmg.
o4t in murmurs and threatening an insurrection,
and Bohemia and Aystria claiming their infringed
privileges. He rightly. judged that a foreign way
was the height. of misfortune for an empire whose
foroes had so little consistency as those of his mo-
varchy. Hehad accordingly proposed ap accom-
modation to the Turks, and was going to leave
Russja alone, burthened with the whole weight of '
the war. On the other band, the degth.of Jo- -
seph, by weakening the ties of particular friend.
obip which existed between that prince and the -
conrt of Versailles, deprived thet of Vienna of
the influgace it had over the politics of France,
*. Resides, France was already witnessing the first .
fenment of that terrible revolution which overr
pwmed her constitytion snd her morality. Aby
sarbed ip the confemplation of her painful
sitvation 3¢ home, France no looger extended her
viows to Evrope: she Wwas, as it were, severed
from Burope. 'As her government was on the
point of obgpging its character, her spirit, her
gystem of forpign politics must also patusally be
sitered. Fhe other powers were under the neces.
sty of waiting for this change, hefore they could

reckon upon the stability of any treaty with thgt

, o2
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power.  Russia and Austria' could no longer
flatter themselves, as they had perhaps done in
Joseph's time, of the co-operatton of France to
destroy the Ottoman’ empire in Europe. It was
even uncertain whether France would continue to
coincide with the demgns of the courts of Peters-
burgh and Vienna upon an empxré which was her 4
ancient ally. While this new order of things was
a weakemng the position of Russia towards Turkey,
it gave more weight to the determination of the
powers which did not wish for the ruin of the
" Turks. England and Prussia, which were espe-
cially interested in the preser\ratlonvof the Otto-
man empire as a guarantee of their- own safety,
~ succeeded in detaching Denmark from the alliance
it had entered into with Russia to make war upon
Sweden. The court of Copenhagen, at the
opening of the campaign, apologized to that ‘of -
Russia for its inability te furnish the contingent it
had promised, and remained neuter. Catharine,
knowing ‘whente the blow came; was furious
against England : but she was obliged to pro-
crastinate her vengeance ; and the French revo-
Tition having soon after altered the equilibrium of
Europe, and changed the political system of the
“European powers, the Empress, far from avenging
herself, drew closer her connection with a power
- which she would have amuhllated lf able, a few
years before.
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Russia was now left alone both in the war
against the Swedes and in that against the Turks.
Potemkin could not patiently think of this Swe-
dish war, which deranged his vast designs against
the Turks, because it nccessitated a dlvxswn of the
forces of the empire. In order more quickly to
remove an obstacle which he could no longer’
endure, he wanted to have the war terminated in
less than one campaign, by destroying the-very
field of battle upon which the two powérs were

- measuring their strength. ¢ The Rusgiatis,” said
he, ““ must penetrate into Swedish Finland, depo-
« pulate and ravage that country, and render it
“ so uninhabitable that the fiend of mankind
“ himself would not be tempted to make it his
. residence.” , This violent advice was unforty-
nately followed. Three thousand Bashkirs were
dent for from the borders of Tartary to be em-
.ployed in the execution of the bloody decree
against unhappy Finland. The Russians how-
.ever had soon occasion to repent employmg those '
half-gavages.. They treated Russian Finland as
unmercifully as that part which belonged to Swe-
den, sacking, plundering and assassinating frlends
and foes indiscriminately. But this very msub-
;erdination rendered them formldable in battle
_'The Swedes had no other means to rid themselves
of them than by laying snares, in which many
were caught. Even the Russians are reported to

T v . omaas B
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‘have béeh obliged to tecut to ‘similar fneans for
‘the purpose of diminishing the timbérs of these
*“barbarians, who "were become troublésoitie and
" formidabile to the very ‘army by which thiey were -
‘employed. 'Ceftainit is, that bt a few hundreds
" 6f those who had setved in the campaign of Fin-
‘land returned to their homes.
If Potemkin ‘wis dissatisfled with the advisérs.
“of ‘Cathaiine for Having so lighitly engaged in‘a
“war with Swedén, he was not thuch better pleased
' with the corduct of the Russian ministers towards
‘Polard. Exasperated By the vexations atid inso- .
“lent ‘treatiiient which they expeériehced “from’ the
'ambassadots 'of Russia arid all the Russian apents
“bbth civil 4ad militaty, ‘atid equally disgusted
“with the Tittle atténtibn that wes paid "at Peters-
“bitgh  to theif ‘remonstraheés and tedlamations,
“the Poles ‘évery where broke out in ‘vpen révolt,
“ready to averge by forbe'their’ victited privitedes
“and dignity. “THis nkw quatrel' was partictlaily
“fll-Yimed, 4s'5¢ might have opposedan invineible
“obstacle to the ' passige "of ‘the Russidn “troops
“fhirodgh Pillind, in their Wdy to’the arraies del-
“Yected apist the ks, "Phteitikin, fiilly awiibe
“of the fmpoftarice of this phisage, knew hvw dua-
“gerons'it mgght‘-lbe"'ffor This troops to bedebarred
"from it. ' He overwhélined ¢he’ Etnpress ‘With
“bitter reproaches about the ascerdaney ' which' she
“ufféred: her ndinistérs-to' héipdive, end the little
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moteration the latter observed in their condnct.
. -He advised an immediate negociation with the
- republic of Poland, to restore the .free passage
~ which had been ohstructed: but the Pales, beigg
rendered sepsible of their strepgth by the conci-
liatory measures to which Russia was forced to
resort, and being besides secretly excited hy
Prussia, would comply with the demands of the

. court of St. Petersburgh’ only under certain ve- . .

. strictions. They stipulated, that the Ryssian
_.trogps should pass in small divisions; that oge

_ division should not.set foot op the Polish terri- -

; tory before the other had quitted it on the qpposite
side; that the troops shonld be furnished with
. passparts from the commanders of the frontier ;.and

- that they should pay for every articlethey might

- want on the road. The confederates: of Paland

. declered, besides, their determination to. observe
-the strietest nentrality during the war betwegn

Russia and Turkey ; and required, accordingly,
- that the former shewld withdraw the, magazines
. established in Poland; a measyre which .they
-copsidered necessary to their tranquillity, as the
. offieers placed over those magazines were turlu-

lent persons, who ajmed at ereating disturbapces

. mmong the Poles. The Empress did not wish

. formally to bind berself to any compliance, with
. this demand. She merely promised in. general
(8erms to spare the. Folish pation; and sbortly
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-‘dfter slre informed the states, that she had ordered
Prince Pitemkin to remove the Russian magazines
-which were in Poland, to the shores of the Dhies-
ter. ‘This negociation was the last between the
republic and its formidable neighbour. The

“ Empress, who had perhaps already secretly sworn
its destruction, was subsequently enabled to exe-

" cute this design by her peace with the Sablime’
Porte; ‘and the death of Potemkin. The Poles,
who flattered ‘themselves'with having recovered,
their independency, but wanted a support, ap- .

- plied t8 Prussia, and met in the Prussian cabinet ‘

* with-men seduced by the court of St. Petersburgh,

"and equally covetous of the spoils of Polend.

* From this moment the Poles were doomed to lose

 the rank of an independent nation. '

' Potemkin had frequently threatened he would |
batter down the Ottoman power in two campuaigns:

- but the concurrence of thesetharassing circum-
stances made him easily :foresee that a third
campaign would ' not accomplish: is object, and
‘that he must ‘yet resolve to undertake it, -lest-he
'lose ‘the fruit -of his first conquests. - Catharine
“entertained a similar opinion; and'not only.did
“her ambition find its aceount in the hope of sesing
* her ‘power considerably increased by the suceess
- of his arms, but it appears that she seized with

* equal satisfaction the opportunity -of keeping at

_ -a distance a man whose overbearing ascendaney

1




PRINCE "POTEMKIN. - g01

‘she feared when he was near her. +The painful
sentiment which Catharine felt in this respect

- had its principle in human nature. Potemkin

‘had long ceased to be herlover; he had even
Yaid aside all gallantry with-her, and was no
longer anxious to please her. Occupied with

~deep-laid- scheines and the most important in-

terests, his mind was absorbed in the conduct of
the war and the administration of the empire, over

~ whieh he - watehed with unremitted care. He
“had no leisure to attend to trifling intrigues
jncompatible with weighty concerns and often

prejudicial to their progress. Potemkin expres-

- sed his opinion bluntly, anq wished it to he fol-
- lowed without obstacle and without delay. He

was bitter in his declarations and remonstrances,
4t order to overawe the Empress, avoid all discus-

-sion, and be spered the denial t# which a gentle
- and mild-request is tdo frequently exposed. But.
- Catharine, with all her magnanimity, was yet a

woman. Potemkin took no paims to disguise the

. dominion which he pretended to assime over her;
- amd Catharine, as soon as she perceived the yoke,

felt dispesed to resist it, though her réason con.
vinced her that the demands which he so imperi-
ously urged were just and-founded upon evident
utility. The Jife of Potemkin furnishes many
justances of his directing her affairs, and the

o
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choice of some of her favourites ‘and ministers.
Such a struggle however must have been painful
to Catharine, even when she triumphed. . Potem-
kin, though forced to yield,” never submitted but
7 tall after a long resistance; and Catharine dreaded
-‘the task of using her supremacy to bend the will
of her imperious minister to bher ewn. The
absence of such a man procured her a tranquillity
-in the charms of which she was so much delighted,
- that she ardeatly wished for its ecentinuation.
The Empress was particularly harassed by.the
excestive .demands of mongy with which she was
constantly asspiled by Potemkin. He wanted
for the campaign of 1789, which he was going.to
..open, ~an extraordinery supply of - eight -milliens
. ef roubles, independent of the six millions destined
for the maintenance of the army and the war-
expences. These eight millions were to be deyo-
‘ted to bribe the members of the : Divan. to. make
. them cencede the points-which : Bussia was desi-

‘rous of carrying in the conferences that-weredo

- be held at Yassy; -or, if the negeciations should
-fail, the money was. to be.destined for an expedi-
tien on the Biack ‘Sea, to throw the Rames of war

- anto the very heart of Constantinople. Poteskin
*declared - that he himeelf would . command -this

~vexpedition. The. smbition of the haughty Qa-
- tharine was inflamed; the diffienltios Mﬁq

Py g
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At first thought proper to start wgwinst tive:ewor-

" -fitity of ‘the denrand’ vamished ; amil thugh 'her

Minances were exhausted, 'the sum was prantell.

'Pet'emkin not only obtained these eight millions
of roubles, but he also felt coufident: that his de-
mands of much larger sums would be readily
complied with, if necessary to execute his vast
designs. :

It was about this time that Radischeff, one of the
superior officers of the customs at Petersburgh,
publlshed the narmtive 6f a journey from Peters-
burgh toMoscow, in which'hefeigned to have had a
dteam. Truth in this dream had appeased to hiim,
" ~and ordered him to make strong répresentations to
‘the ‘Empress about the overbeanng power of
Potemkin ; the conduct of both the sovercign
and her minister were reprobated is the most
‘seveve-terms.  This was the fitst: printed libel that
evér-appeared at Petersburgh. It was pablely
-sobdrfor two diys before- it ittracted the. netice 6f
goverarmeht. ‘The -authér was presently diseo-
wered, | Hesdeclardd, on his exaimination, that he
did-nbt conceive thete codld be-any hiarm jnpsfb-
‘ Ishinjra dieain ;- and that,if any one should see
' &is reseinblance mit, he wasno-moretin fault shen

*4f ‘he had held up ‘2 mirror:for people to look 3.

“The Barpress was so incemséd at this defence, that
: Radischeffwas sent:to Siberth. -‘Count Alexender
‘Worshtzoff and Prinosss Daslikoff, his sister, the
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known- patrons of the bold writer, were. suspected

-of having instigated him to publish his dream.
The former was even examined beforé the secret
commission, and both lost much of their con-
sideration at court. - -

. . ~

CHAP. XIV.

Campaigns against the Turlks in 1789 and 1790.
- #email is taken ; and Potemkin, after having
~placed his troops in muter-quarter.s, repatrs to

I‘a:sy

L]

Tnn spring had scarcely announced its genial -

influence, when the war raged again with all its
“horrors, even before the arrival of the commander-

-in-chief at the army. Towards the end of March,

“three or four thousand Turks appeared on the
Pruth, .and drove back to the distance of twenty
or thirty miles some regiments of Cossacks that
ratterpted to oppose their passage. ~ This- smiall
&orps was the advanced guard of a division of
fifteen or sixteen thousand Turks, which soon
aRer attacked the Russian out-posts; and this
-division was closely followed by the miain Ottomun’

\
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army under the command -of the/»graird-vin'r.'
On receiving thiginformation, Marstial Romanzoff,
who commanded the army of the Ukraine, .sent
strong reinforcements to his out-posts, and:set his
troops in motion. .On the 1st of April a brisk
engagement took place between the advenced
guards: of the two armies : the affair however
was not decisive, © ‘

- But Count Romanzoff: was not permitted to
adorn his brow. with the laurels of this campaign.

. Potemkin, who had long hated him, beheld his

merit, and the estimation in which he was held
by the army, with en envious eye: - The talents
and virtues of the Field-marshal were so genenally
acknowledged, that it wounld have been imapossi.
ble not to give him an independent command.
Unable to reduce the venerable veteran to receive
his orders; Potemkin strove to counteract his
plans, and, by repeated disappointments, to foroe
him to retire from the service, He retained not
only the greatest number, but the flower of the
troops, for his own army. * He kept the army of
the Ukraine in want of the most necessary arti-
cles; and yet, having, as president of the cownoil
of war, the direction of all operations, he expected .
of the Marshal -the performance of movements,

which required a much more numerous and better
equipped army than that which 'he coqpnmanded.
Not contented with. this injustice, he paid in the.

R



srmiy of Romesigoffsevemi officess who controled

Liisopesstions, and even made reports. to. the
court aguinst hisa. The complaints of the Maz~
shal wére not listemed t0. His detrantans. were

_ apenly supported, and rewards refusad (o these

whom bhe pointad ont- as deserving of them fos
kaving distinguished thesmselves imden his orders.
Weary of such glaring injustice, the illwsirions
gencesk, who by his vietoriee had fixed the as-

* cendancy which the Russiens have exer since had

over the Turks, neliaguished the cereer in which
be hask covered himself. with s0 mweh glosy,. snst
wliied his recall. Poternkin immediately ap-
plied forthe command. which Romansoff resigned..

‘Hie wee appointed genenlistime of all the troaps

cmployed agamat the Turke. His srmy g
called the Army of the South ; sugd General Kas
wdnshy wasentzusted with the command.of the
svmy of the LUkneine, which wes enly ocomsiderary
882 division of the main srmy. }
‘The war was now liksly to t*kumorew— '

| derous turn, and to be peotacted.  The grand-

signior, Abdal Achmed 1V. had just seddenlp
expwed, and Jait the throne to his nephew, Selim,
Lil. a young prinee of twensy-eight years of age, -
who.was known to be of & warlike dispogition, apd
extremely boetile to the Ruspions. 1t was them, -
fave probable ‘thet the conferences, held s

- Yassy while the srmies were engaged, wanld
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soon be broken up, simee peithir of the:tao pars
ties seemed to wish for pesce. The war con-
tinmed with renovated activity : but the Turks:
were not seccessful. After having been forced.

" in their intrenchments at Galsta: by Lieutenant- .
general Defolden, and defeated in every engage-

ment that toek place during the months of May:
and June, they were at length, notwithstanding
the. rapidity of their retreat, overtaken, on the-
21tet. of July, 1789, vear Fokschaw, by Lieu-
tonant-genersl Suwaroff, who gained over them
a complete:victory ; in consequence of which, he:
took. Fokschaw and a large quantity. of ammum-

tion andiprovisions. This capture was so much:
the more aoceptable, because provisions were-.

soarce io the Russian ariby ; the: country: which.
was the theatre of war, could not provide for the:

swbsistence of the troops, and the eonvoys from.

the interior did not arrive regularly. -

Not contented with msking his countrymen.
triumph, Suwaroff also became the protector and.
sviowr of their slmost useless allies. Tlie Aus.
trians displayed indeed so little activity during
the whole war, that their generals nyust be sup-
posed to bave had secret orders for such a con-
duct. They suffered themselves to be surrounded.

" near the river Rimniks by the army of the grand-
.visir, who thought it mere safe ta attack:-an indo-

Iea. .
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lent enemy than the enterprizing: Russians. He
‘had very artfally concealed his.march. Prinee
Cobourg, who .commanded the Austrians, -
was assailed by an. army. very - superior . in
stremgth to his-own, when he thought bimself
attacked only by equal numbers. In this extre-
mity he sqlicited the. assistence. of Suwsdroffy
whose ditision was the nearest to his . troops.
Suwaroff with his eight thousand Russians has-:
tened to the relief of the Austrians. Tliey. were
fiying before the Turks, who.already fancied
themselves in possession of. victery.: but :the.
iggrepid .Russians fell upon: the:Ottomans with:
fixed bayonets.: The Turks,. astonished. at the
arrival of 4roops. which they supposed at a great:
distance, and convinced, from the vigour and
boldness of .their attack, that they were followed.
by more comsiderable. forces, began to give way,"
and were soon completely routed, Suwareff. -
" eagerly .pursued the flying foe. He killed six-
thousand Turks; the number of his prisoners.
was still more considerable. He also captured:
almost all their.cannon, their baggage, and their
standards ; took possession of their camp, where
he found an immense booty ;. and disabled them
from keeping the field, or opposing the sub-
sequent progress of the coalesced armies. This
brilliant victory, gained near the river Rimniks,
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procured ‘Suwaroff the surname of Rimnikski,
and the double title of Count of the Holy Roman
and Russian empire. -

A spirit-of emulation was raised among the

. Russian generals ; they vied with each other."

Such is the constant effect of the unity and energy
with which military operations are staimped by a
good commander. When the chiefs of the dif-
ferent corps of an armyare kept in subordinatich,
and have no-prospect of obtaining the command-

- in-chief, they have.no other ambition but that

of rendering themselves conspicuous by their
obedience and zeal, and of performing with diss
tinguished ability the orders they receive. As
Potemkin was not disposed to forego thie smallest
prerogative attached to a supreme command, no
one felt inclined to dispute his pre-eminence, : or
to oppose his determinationis. Every one was -

submissive and docile, and aspired only to be

worthy of retaining the separate command with
which he was entrusted. :
 While Suwaroff .was routing the Turks where--

- ever he came up with them, Repnin drove them .

before him with equal vigour. After having
defeated the Seraskier. Hassan Pacha, to whom
he was opposed, -in several engagements, he at -
last gained a complete victory over him on the
13th of September, 1789, and forced him to shut

' himself up in Ismail with the wreck of his corps. .

e
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- Géiieral Katiteniki ‘ts6k Gilati ‘on the Phiniibe,
the ‘iobt itnpdttint ‘Place ‘in Moldavih fext to
Yassy. He consigned this beautifil and rich
‘Yown 'to 'pillage, and fhien Mill it in idhes: a
eonduct ‘whieh Poteilkin Toudly ¢otdémtied, ‘s
wéll as ‘the “¢rielties ‘practised 'by . this eleral,

“whorh e ‘Was ‘it 'ldst “obligdd ‘to Heprive of ks
“¢ominang on’sceotiit §F hik barbarlty. “Genérdl
Ribss ade a still ‘iofe 'impoititit conguest ; th
sight §F ‘the afish Bledt, 'he t6ok ‘the castle df
"W eliibéi, which wis provided with 2 nutierdts
atillety and ‘dn'iiniénde quantity of gutipowder,
“Wwhich Proved of “emitierit dervice to ‘the Ruissiin
“drmy. "Célonél 'Platof, “whio hall 'béen “Hétactell
froin' the Eorjpe 6f ‘the Privide of Anhialt Berrbiirg,
‘téok"aPactia with'thiree ¥dils “prisonér, “with’his

“whiste ‘??'n"i*:‘e, ‘b‘&ns’i‘éfiﬁg ‘6f “above ‘one 'thousand.
“frién,

White'the difiérent divisions of The aring were
s Biiviiig The Tiitkish’ troops of Bessarabia 4nd
Moldavia to the southern piits of the lattér Pro-
Vinte ' (e priviéipal places ¢f whiéh were ‘dlréady
‘surfounded ‘and ‘cut 'off from ‘all stictour), “andl

~ piishing'théin towards the Dariube, the'last'titn-
‘j)'éi"t'6f‘%he’6ft’oﬁéfn"éﬁ1‘piie,“i’dté‘m’kin advatic&
“with' the"ii4in ‘atiny ‘Tn ‘a TorfiidaBle miss'béhint
‘the Tighter corps, which e Had ‘sét in ‘trotion,
and Which! hiad '5pénéd a‘passage Tor him. Pt
iy “alhievéd ' the “work ' which - Hhe “aériltiéd
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-corgs :hall begua.; it established itself on the
-ground ;over -which they ‘had marched, rind took
;poseession -of it. Akermsn, Belguod, Pelanka,
wand other :towns, submitted ;successively to the
avms.of the Prince. The geapisep - of Akerman
. had attempted a -resistamee efter” having ‘cop-
meneed -a :cotfference wespecting :its -surfender.
Phey rthought .of gaining time : but Potemkin
swas nét to 'be caught unprepared : ‘his .means
~were ready. JHe caused: the tewn to ;be attacketd
-utithe same: time, -and with-equal . ardour, by the
Hand-army and ithe ifetilla. By persisting .ina
fruitless defenee, the [Furks ‘wuﬂd>hweezpq-l
sthemeelves ‘to a -eertnin and :total .destruction:
~they therefore dhose -rather to-capitulnte.
Potgmkin 'then advanced towards Bender. Fo
-aveid-the @ffusion dfiblood, he wished to take this
g¥luee vather by - capitelation than/byforce. He
rherdfore -sent : some (of rthe Turks whom he hal
itiden /prigoners - at Akermman into the town, to
sgive. their-evideace of theshumanity he displayed
s eonqueror-when -he was.not irritated by¥a fruit-
Uese resistgnee, ‘At'the -sgmevtimeshe. threatened
Jthe-inhnbitants with the:utmost .rigour, -if they °
should oblige shim -to -eonquer ithe town :by
Iferce, ' #fser 1they "had rejeeted lis -moderation. .
-Novertheless, the -did .not - neglect i his :means .of
-attatk. 1He was suficiemily acquainted with
‘muﬂmﬂl ‘to “hmow that nething .gives .more
P2
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-weight to conciliating proposals, than the appara-.
tus of force. He ordered his troops to approach,
closely to invest Bender on all sides. He sent
fifty gun-boats up the Daiester, which-advanced
against the fort; and scarcely had the different
corps taken the station assigned to them, when
he ordered General Samoiloff to attack one of the
eastern suburbs at the head of the Cossacks.
This attack proved completely successful. . The
fort kept up a very hot fire, to dislodge the troops
that had possessed themselves of the suburb : but
it was in vain. The commnandant then dispatched
‘an Ags, who came to announce to the comman-
der-in-chief of the Russians, that the inhabitants
- of Bender were ready to receive him, and to sur-
sender : but no mention was made of the garrison
~in this message. Potemkin wrote to the com-.
mandant to induce him to surrender, promising
to. convey him, his troops, and his baggage, up
the Danube, or any where else he might choose ;
and threatening, that, if on the confrary he.
should arrest his triumphant arms by a foolish
obstinacy, he would put the whole. garrison to
the sword. As the answer of the wmmath,
was not decisive, Potemkin declared that he .
wounld no longer listen to any proposal, and ordered
" the firing to be resymed in.a manner more dread- .
ful than ever.  This severity inspired the inha-
bitants with alarm, They sent a fresh deputatian
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to oﬁér to capltulate but they requested that the .
fortress should not be evacuated by the Turks
before the end of twenty days, and that no Rus--

) sian  soldier should enter it before the expi-

ration of that time. Potemkin returned no an-’
swer, but commanded the assault ; the deputation
had not re-entered the town when the Russians
were already menacing the ramparts on all sides. -
This display of vigour, which would have been
terrible in its effects, apprised the commandant of
what he had to expect from so bold and entan.
Prizing an enemy, who did not suffer himself to -
be trifled with. He instantly dispatched an
officér to announce that the town and fortresy
were ready to surrender at discretion. Thus did
this important garrison, through the firmness and.
energy of their commander, fall into the hands of
the Russians without any loss of men on theirside.
They found in Bender thfee hundred pieces of
heavy artillery, mostly of metal, five-and-twenty
mortars, eight hundred weight of gunpowder, a
prodigious quantity of cannon-balls; granates, and
arms of all kinds, and an immense stock of flour
and' biscuits. The Turkish’ gamson was con-
veyed to the Danube. R
. Potemkin * dispatched Valerian *Zuboff, the
youngest brother of. the favourite, with this im-~
portant news to Petersburgh. He treated this
young officer with marked distinction ;- which is -
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an evidént proof that He was riot guided: By a
"blind hatred: in. his: disapprobationiof: Rlato: Za
boff as & favourite; bat reatty thought his infl vence
prejudicial’ to the state. Valesiar was' uncom-
monly well received by the Empress. She: pr&
sented him with the ovdor of St. George, and.
appointed hiny adyutanb-general:, whieh gave: hlm‘
_ the rank of a- majorgenerul,
Fowards tlie eanqueror himself, Casthnrme dis- -
" phayed tiat generosity, of wikich she set the exam-
Ple among. the monavchs of modern timies. $he
sent him one humdred thousand roubles i gotd 3
a crowk of lurels mwde of ememads sét with
superb diamonds, and vaduwed 2t one. hundred and
fifdy thousand teubles; and ordercd thvee gold
sedals to be struck to his homour, exch having
the profile of the: Hero erowmed on owe side;
".and on the other the first had the map of the
Crimeza; the second a plan of Oczakiof, and tlle
third the plan of Bender.

Fhese different wétions and coniquesis oecupied
fhe Ruwssian troops till the spring of the yeay
1790. No buttle of . ipottance furhished them
with am opportunity of indreasing their gloty by
fresh victortes. The Turks weuld no longer
stand Beforé them i the field. Cut off, dispersed,
and redaced to small.corps, their armies were no

. longer able to oppose thé fotmidable: mass which
.- econtinbed to advanoe upon thei. . Poteskin had
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qppwgphed Ismail withogt any obstacle, Th;;
.panuhe, wgq of great 1mportach 5 xts cohq‘uesg
gccomplished, the reduction, of Moldavm, and
ogened the door to fresh victories for the succegd-
ing ¢ampaign. Potemkm wished to subdue Is.
ma;l before he Placed his troops in winter-quar-
ters. He sent Suwa,roﬁ' to besiege it, and ‘h¢’
himsglf covered the siege with hjs v whole army at
a short distance, ready to oppose any. attempt of
the Turks to succour the place. They did not
however, show the least inglinatipn to mol bthe
operations of Potemgkin. Yet the " garrisop of
Ismail, brave apd well qommanded defended
_itself w1,th obstinate pourage goththstayd,lpg the
t number of tropps by which it wag bemegeq
ﬁ: Rugsians ba}i beep seven months gncamped
under is walls, and still it did nqt gppear dis;
posed to surrender. Weary with the iength of
the siege, neither roused by the quroach of
dangp;, nor cheered with the P;ospect of wgto;y,
since the Turks continued steady in their inac-
tivity, Pote;pkm relapsed into one of his fits of
rfect qyathy Snrronnded by court;ers qnd
?‘ ales, occupied with ¢ntertainments, games, . .
and ‘)Ia.ys, more than with warlike pmlects hq
lived in his capp llke png ¢ of the Satraps of old

- and et a disgaceful example to his qold|ers
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He, who aspired to overthrow an empire, suffered
himself to be subdued by luxury. Fortunately, - ,
he was opposed to enemies addicted to sloth and
indolence, slaves to effiminacy, and whom repeated
defeats had robbed of the last sparks of energy.
Had they attempted to rouse their proud adver-
sary, he would, no doubt, have shewn them that
his repose was that of the lion. Tt was however
reserved to one of the females, who devoted them-
selves to the task of amusing and entertaining the
weary hero, to snatch him from the lethargy in
which he was plunged. o
Under the pretence of telling him his fortune
'by means of a pack of cards, Madame de Witte
foretold him that he would take Ismail within
- three weeks. At these words, reflecting on his
own coenduct, and sensible that he might justly
be reproached with having besieged that town for
seven months without making any impression
_upon it, Potemkin answered, smiling, ‘ that he
- ¢ had a method of divination far more infallible :"
and instantly he sent orders to Suwaroff, to take
Ysmail within three days. Suwaroff, glad of an
order which he appeared to have waited for with
_impatience, obeyed with alacrity. He assembled 1
- his troops, told them in afew words what was
expected of them, and declared that they must
not only "obey, but- succeed. Experience had
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" taught him that slaughter is unfortunately an
incitement for the Russian. soldier, and a spur to
his exertions. He ended his speech by the
words : “ No quarter!” and immediately com-
menced the assault. The Russians were twice
repulsed : but, the third time, they scaled the
ramparts, penetrated into the town, and put every
person they met to the sword. They had lost
fifteen thowsand men in the ditches of Ismail;
they avenged their loss in the slaughter of thirty-
ﬁve thousand Turks., Suwaroff wrote to the Em-
press: “ The haughty Ismail is at your feet.”
Thus ended the campaign of 1790. Potemkin
assxgned winter-quarters to his troops and repaired.
to Yassy, where negociations for peace had-been
carried on all.the summer.  Potemkin appeared
" at the congress with a marked superiority. He
“had just obtained the. most important successes,
placed himsélf in a formidable attitude for the -
next campaign, conquered all the strong holds
which covered Constantinople tawards the north,
taken the magazines of the Turks, dispersed or
.. destroyed their armies, and was master of the sea.
'The conquest of Ismail afforded him the means
‘of intercepting the succour which the Turkish -
" armies on the Danube might expect from the
~ Black Sea by the mouth of that river. . -His troops,
victorious, inured to war, and full of enthusnasm,
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lived- in m enemies’ cowsrys. and; recywited:
theix strengthx at the expence of theix adyereagies,
while they were waiting for thg returmn, of the fing,
senion 0. heat them anew. ~

CHAP. XV

Though the Empress is desirous of peace with the.
. Turks, Potemkin opposes it, and returns ta
Petersburgh, where he is splendidly received.

Tus step which Potemkin had taken, appeared
to betray the wish of crowming his exploits by a
glorious peace. All Europe supposed that such
was his intention, when the news arrived, that, after
the taking of Ismail, he had repaired to. the con-
gress of Yassy. But he was very far from think-
' ing of peace. The advantages which the next
eampaign held out, seemed too considerable to
be neglected. His objeot at ¥assy was to start
pretensions se bold that they . must be jydged in-
admissible, aod thus to render any ueoqmcilistioa
impossible.

But if the minister felt-a great reluotauoe for
peace, his uvals, whese influence and authority
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_ were also eonsidereble; were andently. dasivous of
it. Catharine herself, after having wished for-’
vear with .thst impatience which never dewbts

of swecess and: never weighs the meaps, was-
now ss fervenily sighing for psace ; the results,
of the war, ia hea opiaion, bad not beon sullici-

eatdy promapt, mein sufficiently deeisive. Hes
finemess. were exbawsted. The conquests. gained
aver the enemy;, the wealth of which he had been,
robbed, could not help to raplenish. her exche-
quer. The finamcial presperity of a state rests,
merely: on a wise sdministration, and its internal
resources ariving from, agviculture and commerce ;

not upon capitals ebiained by the force of arms. -

W foreign eountries. Such capitals are mere
wpidly conswaed and dilapidated; tham acquired,
T Empress was pariicularly - disgusted and
humiliated by the continual leans to which she
was fareed to resort, and by the difficulties which
she found in filling them, ewing to the little
. eredit which her financial administration inspired.
Hollsad required the guarantee of 3 privatg
benker at Petersburgh. Anather powes demanded
the jeint signptuve of the heir of her throne,
- Catharine agreed: to the former, but she ‘nevey

. would submit to the last condition. The Eoglish
- eonsul, move generous, offered her an advanee of
three millions in the name of the English mer,
chants settled ot Petersburgh : but this sum wae
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far from being adequate to the enormous wants- o}
the state. - ’
- Potemkin, too much occupied with the war to-
think of the internal administration of the empire, -
was not conscious. of the embarrassments which
Catharine experienced in her finauces. His part
was confined to demanding and receiving, without -
caring how she procared the means of complying
with his demands. He enjoyed all the sweets of
the war, success and glory rewarded his fatigues ;-
while Catharine tasted all its bitterness. 1Is it to
be wondered at, that, under such circumstances,
the opinion of Catharine was altered, and that
of the warrior remained unchanged : :
Independent of this source of contradiction
~ which he had to encounter, Potemkin bad to
struggle against the favourite Zuboff, by whom
he was detested, and who, aspiring to render
himself necessary, and to usurp the power which
the Prince enjoyed, had a pressing interest in
causing a system altogether different from that of
Potemkin to predominate, and in putting-an end
to a war, which covered his rival with glory, and
rendered him the admiration of the empire:
Zuboff therefore eagerly seconded the anxiety of
Catharine for peace. Instead of alleviating the
cares which the war caused her, he strove to
embitter them. The correspondenee of Catha-
rine with Potemkin partook of the state of -her -

-~
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heart. She shewed some - ill-hdmour, and the
fiery Potenikin ‘irritated her by his peremptory

‘answers, amd his obstinate perseverance in refusing -

to conduct the negociations with a view to obtain
Peace. : . "
These epistolary discussions became so warm,
that Potemkin thought his presence.at Peters- -
burgh necessary to bring Catharine over to his
‘opinion. - Bat his excessive confidence in himself -
deceived him with regard to the ascendancy which
- be-still expected to have; whenever. he should
employ all his means. -As soon .as he mentioned.
his - intention to return, - the artful ‘Catharine
evinced the utmopst anxiety to see him, . She
- osdered every thing to be prepared to-receive
him with splendour ; but. in the mean time, she
. secretly conveyed to Prince Repnin, who was -
entrusted with the command of the army of the
South during the absence of Potemkin, full
powers to sign the prelinvinaries of peace, when-
evér he should think the oppertunity favourable.
. Potemkin was' going to ‘re-appear at Peters-
burgh and before his sovereign .with so many -
titles to glory, that it was not possible to shew
bhim the least dissatisfaction. Catharine seemed
fo forget . her displeasure, to remember. only the
exploits and services of the Prince. It was the
interest of hér glory publicly to support and to
- applaud the man of her choice, as it became her.
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grititude o homour thé'fortunnte warrior, whese
saccesses hhd ‘extended thelimits of her empire.
Nothing ‘was neglectedl to give to the retura of
" ¥he ‘hero the appewranee of atriamph.. Numbers
of labourers were employed night and day %o
cepair ‘the roatt frem Mescow to:Petersburgh, to-
Yerder his journey tnere ieasy amd :expellitious.
The approach %o the ampital -was .iHwminated st
the ‘Histunee: of severdl ‘miles; wridias the .day of
hrs‘arrivdl -was ‘umcertein, this iillamination .was
Tepedtedl every -wight for waore ‘then a week.
Brery day messengers -were dispstdhed by ¢
Empress with orders to continue' their rotte umi
they meét'him, and wpeedily'to return with -wews
-of the'Prinee ; “in $hort, .mone: df*the ‘most'HSutban-
‘ing matks'ofatterition that asovereign canibestow:
“dpon‘a ‘subject, trere-omitted, to éonvincePotom-
* %in of the estimation-in'whi¢hthe Edpress held
*itn, «antl ‘how “much she’wished that this estioma-
“tion $houll ‘be-shared ‘by the public.
© When-bhe krrew that *he wus arvived 4t Moe.
“cow, ¢he’detertiinetl to sentd hitn a sélemn dopu-
tition. ‘ Count Besborodko ‘arlently selicitel v
‘be -otie “6f “the deputies, ‘and wwas wccordingly
. ‘apponitél a “mrember -6f *the ddepitation. T
eapetiess ‘appeared ‘extraoridinary &t «court ; ot
excited tite suspicionép the Bubdfs. Fhey voukd
"ot witness, “Withodt wnedsiness, a’eircunmntince
whith ‘broughttegtther ‘twonen:of leqwilémga-
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“tity and anibi’tton both necessary 'tb it so-
‘vereign by their 'taletits, ‘though ‘of a differerft
caét ; both df unbsunded -irftuence over ‘her
‘thind ; the otie possessedl of great firmness, andl
“the cther of ‘much phahcy and perseverince. By
com'bmmg ‘their ‘tdlents ‘and their means, they
‘might domineer over ‘the court, ‘and annihilste
‘any "party ‘that dared “to strifggle against ‘theth,
"It was actually with'these views that Besborodko,
. dissatisfied "with Zubof, thought ‘of reconciling

“himself with Pétemkin ; and the latter, who hall
‘béen'Tong dhiserit' from “couit, and ‘urinformed df
. Yits intrigues, feceived with pleastire'a'man who
‘eould givehim éssentidl information, and acquainit
“hith with ‘patticuldfs which it “was ‘of impottdnce
Hor'him ‘to know. . e leatned ‘every minute cir-.
“cumstance 'from *Besborodko; antl when *he ap-
“pedred Before his sovereign, he was well prepared
“4rid 'Intimatély dequainted béforehand with what-
ever might be of service to his v1ews, and’ catude
ff’hem to be adopted.

“Prince Potenikin tiade his ‘entty 4t Pters-
“Biirgh 'on ‘the '1'1th 6f 'March, 1791. The’Em-
préss gave'hiin the Wost gracious arid mostflatter-

ing Feception. Bhe even'received him with suéh
. ‘Bafernéss, "that éxpert courtiers thoughit “they
"perceived wome “dffectdtion ‘in ber *manuer ‘antl
“éxprédsions. At Ieist, “théy were nét 'frée ‘from
‘constrainit, Thie long ‘absénte of IPotenikin Hatl
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produced the usaal effects of absence. Men rarely

stand this ordeal, women never. - With regard to ‘

constant and intimate society, Potemkin was
become a stranger to Catharine ; he had left to
others time to gain that particular confidence
" -which arises from the want of . relieving the heart
and the necessity of disburthening it to the object
nearest at hand. Besides, the Empress and her
winister now differed in their views upon ‘the
very subject on which they were most agreed
when they last separated. Catharine felt the
necessity of accountmg in some degree for her

change of opinion ; and that the secret would be -

wrung from her by art, if not obtained almost by
force. She apparently wished to keep that mo-
‘ment off by public demonstrations, which were
to intoxicate Potemkin, to leave him leisure
_ to think of his glory and triumphs,. but none
to meddle with polltlcs and ,the affairs of the
state.

Potemkin was perfectly aware of what was
passing in the heart of his sovereign. He per-
ceived the decrease of his influence over her
mind : but- he did not suppose ‘his ascendancy
irrecoverably lost, and fancied he might regain in-
fime what he had been robbed of by his absence,
and the efforts of his rivals. Keeping his obser-

vations and his designs within his own breast, he -

strenuously applied to conceal from’ the eyes of

—
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the courtiers the momentary change of his situa~
tion: and his dissimulation was completely success-
ful, because Catharine outwardly continued to treat
him with the greatest consideration and friend-
s’hip, and scarcely dared to own to herself that
she wished to withdraw from thie authority of him
whose almost absolute sway she had so long
‘recognized. ‘
The better to convince the public that he had
niot ceased to-be the imperious favourite, actually
invested with as much power as the sovereéign,
"and incapable of bending his pride to the apparent
acknowledgment of any superior authority, Po-
temkin assumed towards the courtiers a firmer
tone and manners more haughty and despotie
than ever. His behiaviour overawed not ofily the
court, but perhaps even Catharine herself.* He
who is seen to be afraid of nothing, is sometimes
feared. Potemkin conducted himself with parti-
cular arrogance towards Zubof: he neglected even
~ to'treat him with common decency ; and when
the favourite, who was frequently dispatched to
Potenikin by the Ernpress, -was obliged to.con-
verse with him about state-affairs, Potemkin
treated him with a disdain and flippancy of man-
ners bordering on” open contempt. To t
haughtiness of demeanour he added another arti-
fice, (if that may be placed to the accouat of
policy, which agreed so well with his tempér and
e
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duposmon 1) he abandoned himself to pleasure and .
dissipation with such violence, that he appeared
_ to think of nothing else. He continually gave
" sumpluous repasts and splendid entertainments.

Dressed in rich clothes ; displaying in his furni-
eure, in his eqmpages in his liveries, all the
Jumury of the East; surrounded with a court as
numerous as that of the sovereign, particularly
- with a crowd of handsome females, who exhausted
@il their resources to please him ; Potemkin, in
his intoxicatien, scemed to find no enjoyment but
in.valyptuousness, and lived as if unmindful of
his glory, his country, and his ambition.

The desire of attracting the eyes of all; the.
wish of appearing powerful, secure, and happy; an
innate passion for pleasure ; the want of varying it,
tarender it interesting ; and the atrength of his con-
stitution, which was net satisfied with a moderate
enjoyment ; all contributed to betray Potem-
kin inte excesses equally fatal to his mental and
physical powers, which sometimes caused his
understanding to suffier from the disordered state
of his health. His eonstitution experienced, all at
oiiee, a weakness indicative of a powerfully active
prineiple of destruction, which encroached upeott
his years. The bad state of his health gave him
o irresalution little consonant with a mind dese

tined to be high aad great, and to be agitated by
tone byt noble passions. He was weary of every
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thing ; the slightest objection exasperated, while,
" by a singular contrast, the utmost complacency
disgusted him. Though absolute and despotic
to excess, no one felt a greater contempt for slaves.
From having abused life, Potemkin had no longer .
vivacity enough to answer the demands of imagina-
tion, of that faculty which subsists after all the
others, and increases with their decay. He offered
the painful spectacle of an habitual state of contra-
dictions, which, as they degraded him, justified
the wish of Catharine to shake off the yoke of
his ascendancy, and perhaps deprived kim of the
power of executing the design which he har-
boured, to resume all his former influence. ‘
‘While his thoughts were engrossed with plea-
sure, he resolved to give the Empress, in his
Taurian palace, an entertainment which should
exceed any thing of the kind, and bear a splen-
did testimony to the fecundity of his genius, ‘to
his taste, and to his wealth. But to understand
the details of the uncommon tribute of gratitude
.which Potemkin paid to his sovereign, it is
necessiry to be more minutely acquainted with
the theatre where it was offered.

" Fhe Taurian palace consists only of one story
and two wings; but in its length it occupies a
vast space of ground. In the frontis an immense
colonmade, covered by a grand cupola. The
entrance is through: a large hall, with rooms

’ ‘e 2 :
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on the right and left; at the bottom of which is a
portico, which leads to a second hall of a prodi-
gious size, lighted from the top ; and with a lofty
gallery intended for the orchestra, and provided
with a grand organ. Thence a double row of
columns leads to the principal saloon. To de-

"scribe the impression which the sight of this

gigantic temple produces, is impossible. Its
length exceeds one hundred paces, its width is in
proportion and the roof is supported by a dou-
ble row of colossal pillars. = At about half the
height, between these pillars, are boxes orna-
mented with festoons, elegantly stuccoed and
lined with silk. From the roof are suspended
large crystal globes, serving as lustres, the light
of which is reflected by mirrors of uncommon
slze in every part of this spacious room. The

.saloon has neither ornaments nor furmture but
-at the two extremities, each of which forms a

semicircle, are vases of Camra “marble, of extra-
ordinary size and beautiful workmanship. Near

_this saloon, and divided from it by a simple
‘colonnade, is the winter-garden. The vault of
this enormous building is supported by pillars

resembling palm-trees. Numerous flues in the

~walls and columns, and leaden pipes with hot

water under ground, keep up a pleasing | warmth

 Flowery shrubs and exotic plants delight the eye

on all sides ; it omsxonally rests with admiration
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upon the number of fine antique statues with ‘

~.which this delicious spot is adorned. A trans.

pavent-obelisk of glass, and a large mirror in the
door, reflect, in a thousand different shades, these
wonders of art and nature. The genial warmth, the
delicious odour of the plants, and the vol uptuous
silence that reigns in this enchanting pl‘ace; lull
the soul into a secret reverie, and transport the
magination to the groves of Italy. But the -

illusion vanishes at the sight of the horrors of

winter, when the eye glances through the win-"
dows at the snow and ice with which the pavilion
is surrounded nearly ‘half of the year. " In the
centre of this Elyseum stands majestically, on an
elevated pedestal, a  statue of Catharme II of
Parian marble. :

It was on this splendid theatre that Potemkm
intended to entertain his sovereign. Like evesy
plan of his gigantic fancy, it was to be on a
colossal scale. A whole month was consumed
in preparations. Artists of all kinds were em-
ployed, whole warehouses emptied. = Several-
hundred persons attended daily to rehearse the
respective parts they were to perform, and each
rehearsal was a kind of entertainment. - ;

At length the day, so impatiently wished for
by the inhabitants of the metropolis, arrived.
Besides the Empress and the imperial family,

" Potemkin- had invited the whole court, the
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foreign ministers, the nobility, end a great number
" of private persons of the first classes of the com:
munity.

The company began to assemble in masquerade
dresses at six in the. evening, When the car-
riage of the Empress approached, meat, liquor,
and clothes, were profusely distributed to the mob ‘
assembled at the outer doors, The Prince handed
the Empress from her coach. He was dressed in
a scarlet coat, over which hung a long cloak of
gold lace, ornamented with precious stones. He
wore as many diamonds as a man can wear in his
dress. His hat, in particular, was so loaded with
them, that he was obliged to have it carried by
one of his aides-de-camp.

On her Majesty’s entering the hall of the
palace, a beautiful symphony, performed by more
than three hundred musicians, resounded from
the lofty gallery to greet her appearance, Fhence
l)leprweeded tothe principal saloon, attended by
a brilliant cencourse. Here she took her seat
wpon a kind of throne surrounded with transpa-
rencies decorated with appropriste mottes and |
mscriptions. The company dispersed, some !
walking under the colonnades, while others got
up into the boxes: and now commencéd the
second - act of this extraordinary spectacle,

The Grand-dukes, Alexander and Constantine,
~ ot the head of the most beantiful young persan,
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of the court, danced a ballet. The dancers were
forty-eight in number, all dressed uniformly in
white, and wearing scarfs and girdles set with
diamonds worth above ten millions of ronbles.
The music was taken from known songs analo-
gous to the festivity ; and the dance was inter-
- mixed with singing. The famous ballet-master,
Le Picq, concluded the performance with a pas
seul of his own composition. )
The company now passed into another saloon
.hung -with the richest tapestry of the Gobelins ;
in the centre of which stood an artificial elephant,
- covered with emeralds and rubies. © A richly
‘dressed Persian acted as his guide. On a signal
‘he gave by. striking upon a bell, a curtain flew
up, and exposed to view a magnificent theatre,
.where two ballets of a novel kind, and a humorous

" . comedy, were performed ; with which the spec-

tators appeared peculiarly delighted. After this
spectacle, several chorugses were sung ; country-
«dances succeeded ; and these were followed by a
grand Asiatic procession, remarkable¢ for the
great diversity of the_ national dresses of the
(different nations .subjected to the sceptre of the
_-Empress. _

Soon after, every room of the pelace, bnlhautly
- lighted up' for the occasion, was thrown epen to
the amazed crowd. The whole palage seemed in
a blaze ; the garden was covered with sparkling
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stones. - ‘Numerous mirrors, crystal pyramids and
globes reflected this magnificent spectacle in
every direction, All the windows of the winter-
garden, which serve also for so many doors to
pass into the summer-garden, were hidden by |
shrubs and fruit-bearing trees, which appeared on
fire; and while the eye contemplated this bril-
&ant scene with a delicious rapture, the exquisite
" perfume of a variety of perfuming-pans, concealed
behind flowers of ‘all sorts, led the enchanted
spectators to believe that it actually proceeded
from their 1illuminated branches which dazzled
* their sight. -

When supper was announced, six hundred
persons sat down to table. Potemkin stood
behind the chair of the Empress, to wait upon
her Majesty ; and he did not sit down before she
repeatedly ordered him to be seated. Those of
the company who could not find room at the
table, were entertained at the side-boards. The
plate was all gold and silver. The most exquisite
dishes were served up in rich vases; the most
deliciouswines flowed in abundance from antique
cups ; and the table was lighted by the most
costly lustres of crystal. An astonishing number
of footmen and domestics, in superb dresses,
were eager to anticipate the wishes of the guests.
Nothing; in short, that luxury could name, was

asked for in vain,




' PRINCE POTEMKIN, 233

Contrary to her general rule, the Empress
stayed till one .o'clock in the morning. She
seemed afraid of disturbing the pleasure of her .
host. When she retired, numerous voices, ac-'
compgnied by the most harmonious instruments,
chanted a beautiful hymn to her praise. She was
so affected, that she turned round to Potemkin to
express her satisfaction. The latter, overpowered#
by the strong feeling of what he owed to her
Majesty, fell on his knee, and, seizing her hand,
bedewed it with tears. It was the last time he
should ever, on that spot, stammer out his respect
and gratityde to his bountiful sovereign,

CHAP. XVI.

Prince Repnin opens the campaign of 1791, by a .
victory, and signs preliminaries of peace at
Yassy ; whither Potemkin hastens, though sick ;
and where he dies.

WhaiLe Potemkin was devoting his. hours. to
pleasure, and enlivening the capital with the
splendour of his. banquets, war recommenced in
the south of the empire under the banners of an

t
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old warrior, who, a stranger to -idleness -and
luxury, gathered the laurels which Potemkin

mow seemed to disdain. Prince Repnin, who

commanded the army of the South during the
absence of Potemkin, opened the campaign of
1791 with some brilliant operations. He sent
General Goudovitch,. who commanded a Russian
division on the frontiers of the Kuban, to attack
a’eorps of thirty thousand Turks which had there
been collected under the orders of the Seraskier
~ Batal-Bey. - Although inferior in numbers, the
Russians defeated the Turks; took their camp,
which they found amply provided ‘with' every
thing ; and made the General and half of his
troops prisoners. Batal-Bey was suspected of
treachery. The great superiority, in point of
numbers, of the corps which he commanded, and
the extreme eagerness which he evinced to go to
Petersburgh, ‘give sonie colour of probability to
these suspicions.

-After this battle, the Tarkes proposed an armis-
‘tice, which was refused, War was contitued
with much vivacity and with great syccess on the
part of the Russians; who every where kept,up
their superiority. Skirmishes and engagements of
whele divisions turnéd alike to their advasitige.
. They no labger counted the number of Turks
they were attacking, so certain did they appesr
that victory would rémain faithful to their arms,
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The Russian soldier found a particalar ineite-
ment in the rich booty which he took every-
where from the enemy ; and it is perhaps because
one party had every thing to lose, and the other
every thing to gain, that success constantly at-
tended the last. -

General Kutuzof crossed the Danube, pene-

trated into Bulgaria, and attacked and defested
~ near Babada a corps: of fifteen thousand Turks
intrenched in their camp. He took the eamp,
and the town, which he reduced to ashes. This
was a heavy loss to the Turks, because it con-
tained considerable magazmes The lighit troops
of the Russians pursued the remains of the Otto-
~ man army to a great distance, and took a consi-
derable number of prisoners; among whom was
the prophet Elijsh Mansur. Through his pre-
dictions of the success of their arms, he had
acquired great fame among his countrymen. His
oracles had such an influence over their minds,
that they gave the devout Mussulmans more
confidenee and presumption than they derived
from the valour and number of their warriors,
But Elijah himeelf fell a victim to-the security
which he had inspired ; he was led away a captive
by the enemy.

‘The successes which the Russians had hithetto
~ geined, had only been obtained over the advanced
¢orps of the Turks. Their grand army was
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assembling under the walls of Matzin in Bulga
ria, and already. formidable from its. numbers,
The grand-visir Yuzuf, by whom it was to .be
commanded, was arrived. The army was ready
to move forwards, and .its general seemed more
inclined to advance towards the Russians than to
wait for their approach. . Prince Repnin saw the
necessity. of being before-hand with him. He
congratulated himself that on this occasion the
opportunity of acquiring glory was intimately
connected with the safety of the state. Strong in
the confidence of the Empress, of which he had
a proof in his pocket, he lost no time in con-
~ sulting Potemkin. Relying on his own expe-
rience and on the valour of his troops, he began
his march, suddenly passed the Danube, surprised
the grand-visir, who did not expect so much dili-
gence, and attacked without hesitation an army of
above one hundred thousand men under arms,
* though he scarcely counted forty thousand under

his command. _The battle lasted a long time, and -

was obstinately fought ; - victory long remained
undecided. The Turks defended themselves
with a courage and obstinacy which ought te
to have made them invincible, but which, by
exhausting their strength, rendered their defeat
more complete, - The Russians.made a horrible
slaughter of them. The quantity of provisions
snd r?chep they foupd in a camp but recently.
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established, to which the most illustrious indivi-
duals of the Ottoman empire had flocked in
crowds, was incredible. On seeing his ‘last effort
blasted in so cruel a maoner, the grand-visir lost
all hope of ever vanquishing the Russians ; and
only thought of concluding- a peace on the least
disadvantageous terms. He sent to the Russian
general proposals to which the latter listened with
so much the more pleasure, as he knew that, by
putting-an end to the war, he was acting up to
the intentions of his sovereign, Far from placing
any difficulties and obstructions in the way of
- peace, Prince Reépnin, to the great surprise of the

Thurks, facilitated its conclusion to the utmost of = .

his. power. The Dniester was considered as the
natural boundary of the two empires: and, to
settle these limits for ever in-the most incontes-
table manner, the Turks consented to abandon
all their possessions between that river and the
Bog.. On .these. conditions, preliminaries were
signed, and Prince Repnin had the glory of accom-
plishing this important business, the.conclusion of
which he.had brouglit about by a single victory.

.. Potemkin, in the mean time, obstinately con.
tinued at Petersburgh. The month of July had
commenced. Three precious months of a cam-
paign which was to -be decisive, were already -
elapsed ; and he who was the author of the war,
and who had so great an interest in its- success,
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appeared sunk in a slothful repose. But it was
not sloth that detained thisimpatient and haughty
man: he had a stronger motive for prolonging his
residence in the metropolis. The Empross was
resolved to make peace; her minister obstinately
insisted upon the war being continued. A thou-
sand reasons determined him not to recede from'
his opinioni : but perhaps the most urgent for him
‘was his being aware that Catharine’s anxiety for
peace was prompted by Zubof. The vanity of
Potemkin was terribly hurt at not being able to
- get the better of the favourite, whom he detested,
and whom he thought unworthy of struggling
with him on any occasion.  He firmly resisted
the pressing solicitations of Catharine to repair to
the army and to achieve peace by his victories.
He resolved not to:quit Petersburgh, unless the
Bmpress promised to leave him sole judge in that
_ cause, and at liberty to protmact the war'as long
as he should think fit. These opposite determi-
mtions of the sovereign and her minister oceas
_sioned warm altercations between them. The
Empress did not conceal her vexation, but could
not resolve to command. Potemkin braved the
- amger of his sovereign, and was pontlvely deter-
mined not to obey.
" To avoid theinconvenienee of a (hrect disobe-
dience which she foresaw, Cutharine attempted to
. entrust several grandees with the commission of
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transmitting to Potemkin her comntand to set out
for the army : but they all declined undertaking
the dangerous task. The embarrassment of the
Empress was at its height, when the victeries of
Repnin most opportunely came to her relief. At
this news, the eagerness of Potemkin to fly to
the army was as great as his former reluctance.
He was not yet acquainted with the consequences
of the successes of Repnin; the Empress toek

particular. care not to inform him of the coafi-

dential powers she had given io the old general.
Had he been acquainted with this circumstance,
‘his ‘wrath would still more have hastened his
departure, and he woyld have‘ performed the
journey with the rapidity of lightning.
‘ .But_his health,- which was in an Ming
state, would hardly permit him to indulge in the
impetuosity of his temper, as.it was sure to
sufier from any fresh agitation of his mind. Not-
withstanding the precautions taken to make tra-
velling easy to him, and although the metion of
- his carriage was extremely gentle, it yet incom-
moded him. From the very first day after his
departure, he felt his already weakened frame
decay still fastey. At a considerable distance
from Petersburgh, he met with a messenger from
the army, of whom he learned that preliminaries
of peace had been signed by Repnin. This ep-
peated to reanimate him < -but this glimpee of
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reviving vigour was but the consequence of the -
rage into which he was thrown by this news, and
- he felt so much the weaker for it afterwards.
~ On his arrival at Yassy, Potemkin’s first care
. was to send for Repnin, and to overwhelm ‘him
~ with the bitterest reproaches for having dared to
fight and to conclude a peace without consulting
him. Confiding in the support of the Empress,
Repnin for the first time dared to brave the anger
of Potemkin, and was perhaps the first Russian
who 'had that temerity. He answered, that he
had done rothing but his duty, and owed no
‘account of his conduct to any but his sovereign.
Potemkin nevertheless prepared to overturn his
work : but Heaven left him no time for the exe-
- cution of this deésign. R
Every day, every hour, his illness grew worse,
#nd death drew nearer. Exertion, fatigue, the
fire of his imagination, the vivacity of his pas-
sions, and the excesses of all kinds to which he
‘had s6 long given himself up, had worn him out.
Potemkin felt life ebbing without having any
apperent malady. Instead of attempting his cure
by adopting a diet suitable to his indisposition,
he grew impatient at his sufferings, apd pretended
to overcome them by the strength of his constis
_tution. He dismissed his physicians, lived 'upon
salt meat and raw turnips, and drank hot wines
aud spirituous liquors. His disease soon grew
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.worse, his blood was inflamed, his situation des-
perate. News was sent to Petersburgh -that Po-
" temkin could not live: Catharine heard it .with
- much unconcern. The firmness of her mind was
complimented, while her stoicism ought to havo
. been placed to the account of her -incredulity.
She could not suppose that she was so soon to
lose the hero of her reign.  When the catastrophe
happened she plainly shewed the estimation in .
which she held the life of a subject so illustrious
and so necessary to her own glory. 3 ‘
~ Potemkin, in the'mean time, struggled to avall
~ himself of aremnant of life. His inability.to attend’
with asssiduity to the important affairs which 00~
cupied his mind, caused his greatest torment. At
length his situation, grown worse from day to day,
became altogether insupportable. His residence at
Yassy appeared in every respéct fatal to his health;
He determined to.quit that place, and to.remoye
to Oczakof; perhaps with a viéw. to:expire.dn
‘the theatre of his glory. . He set out on the 15th
of October, 1791, at three o’clock in the mottiing. -
Scarcely had he travelled a few versts,” when he
ccould.no longer bear the motion of his carriage.
He ahght\ed A carpet was spread at the foot of
a tree: on this he was placed. He had no longer
strength to utter a word; he could only press.the
hand of his favourite niece, Countess Branicky,
who was with him; and he expired in her arms.
R
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Thbe petisired, ca the high road, the inan whowe

fatie in hie life-tiene had resounded all .over Eu-

sope; the mdst magnificent prince of his age;

mord powerful than many kings; the founder of
& gweat number of towes and pelates; who had .
im¢remsed by a third the real value of the territory

of tha empire. in which he was bern, and elevated

the glery of his ceustry to a point which dazzled

sther nations, - ke ked but just eompleted tha

fify-second yeur of his age.

The news of Potemkin’s death had a tm}.y
&uadéal effect upon Catharine: she swooned:
devernl times, was forced to be bled, and the
spmptetts of har grief partook in some degree of
tésron.  Petemkin was the main pillar of bes
povren, gud the greatest eynameat of her throne.
Fhe Eapress knew this; she knew that she lost
in hiw o devoted friend, who had cansed her to
be vespeotet und fearetl, and whia. had rendered
himeelf too formidable for any otie ever to atiempt
tb résint lis sseondaudy. . By the desth of Pos
temhin, Cathatike wes lefb without a guardian
over hew intevests.  She manifested over after the
weskuess sid irresolation of o femmle bereft of -
et suppett;
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CHAP XVIL
le clwractar of Potemhm.

: Po‘rnmm: took so htﬂe care to eomesl his
vices; and every thidg about him was stamped
with such striking features, thut, in his Ffe-time,
amd during the first yesrs after his death, his
- fhults only were spoken of, aitd: his good qualities
never mentioned. He will ot thus be Judged
by posterity, -

‘ Nnmhudendowedl’mhnwidamygit
that can tender an individdal coaspituous and
" iteresting, Fhis regular and stremgly warked
features ; his noble countenshee, i which dignity
was mingled with sweetness ; his 'coloml but

firiely propbréioned figure ; afl thess anhunced

his strength, vigour, and courage. His mind
belied nothing of what his handeome ewtorior
promised. Potemkin possessed much feeling 3
ot thiat soft sensibility -whieh leads to pity, bue
#hat proud feeling which excites: o enthusiasns,

and inepires the passion for glory. Hé loved

But one female in the oourse of his lfe ;. avd that
foutale was the greutest woman of her tims: He
- loved her ot Hke & shuve, but like an independent

Wver, who delights in reming, embellishing, and
R 2

1

N
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holding up to admiration, the object of his affec-
_ tions; his passion for her was always blended

_ with the love of his country. This last senti-
.ment was Potemkin’s predominant virtue. It is
the noblest, and at the same time the. source of 3
thousand virtues. This celebrated statesman
never lost sight either of the glory of the Russian
name, or of the design of rendering .Bussia.the
fist power in Europe, both in reality and in
public epinion. . Such was the object of his nego-
ciations, of his conquests, of the towns he foupded,
of his different regulations, and even of his as-
sumed haughtiness, his luxury, and his enormous
expences: and such an ohject atones for many
faults; it .extenuates .many . viees, particularly
when it is pursued with a_perseverance. that, in
the end, is crowned with syccess.

. If we view him as a statesman, we behold him
constantly erideavouring to insure the preponde.
_rance of Rusgia by preventing or removing what-
ever was likely to outweigh that preponderance,
or snatch it from her. He always directed his
system of conquests towards the point where
Russia was pretty nearly sure of victory, and
‘encquntered neither rivals nor copartitioning
friends. Itis well lmown that he never would
have consented to the. partition of Poland, the
- enpihilation, of which as a kingdom aggrandized
the nelghbouts of Russia with the parts_ which
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they seized, and diminished her own power by
these very parts over which she formerly exercised
a sovereign influence; This partition was effected
" by ‘men who were far from possessing the genius
_of Potemkin: but it is very exttaordinary; that
<Catharine should have ‘been brought to consent
40 this impolitic measure. - There can be no
better proof- that, by losing her great statesman,
she lost her. tutelaty genius; and if, after the
- death” of this minister, the reign which he had
rendered so glorious, has been fertile in nothing
but errors, there is no injustice in ascribing to
him the greater part of the wonders which illus.
trated that reign during his life, ,
- Potemkin knew that he could not achieve any
.conquests of importance but with numerous and
well-disciplined troops; and that he could not
bave a respectable army, unless he furnished the
state with the means to maintain it. Thisobject
he accomplished in the principal war which he
undertook, and which on that account he had so
much at heart. The provinces he added to the
empire were to be an inexhaustible source of -
wealth to Russia ;. while, at the same time, they
determined her natural impregnable boundaries,
which rendered these acquisitions doubly useful.
Moreover, the conquest of these provinces formed
_his troops, inured them to war, to its fatigues
and dangers; and by adding science and expe--
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tierice to their personal. bravery, and to all the
other watlike qualities which they possulecl
made them the best troops in the workd.

Potemkin was constantly occupied with wha&
ever tended to increase the agriculteral and com»
mercial wealth and the internal prosperity of the
empire in general. It was with this view that he
made so many efforts to achieve the conquest of
the Crim=a and Kuban, - It was with this view
that he applied the means of which be could dis-
pose, to rebuild the towns of those countries, to
form harbours, to make eanals and improvements
of all'kinds, and to attract from all parts a nuns-
ber of families who were to give life to these new
volonies. - It was, in fine, with this view that he
wanted to emlarge the territory of the Russian
empire by the whole extent of the shores of the
Black-Ses. He knew perfoctly welt that it was
only in this quarter that Ruesia could look for a
real inerease of power and wealth. He knew, that,
to cause her eommerce and agrieulture to flourish,
and to augment her population, she ough to look
that way, not towards the Nerth, and still less
" towards Poland. There is no doubt, in owr
opinion, that if he had been forced to choose, he
would rather have yielded Petersburgh to Sweden,
than restoved the Crimaa to the Torks, and with
vegard to theitrue prosperity of the émpire his
chpice would undoubtedly have been the best.
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To judge whether the plans of o skatesmn bave
been great and his ambition well fopnded, we
ought to look to Sutarity s and in this respect we -
think the designs and operations of Poteskin
antitled s0 nndieputed applawse, I his imaper
tience 1o enjoy and his despotic masaners caused
great abuses in the execution of his peojects anyd
‘oven delayed the growth of the seeds which hie ©
sowed, it is nevertheless true that these soeds must
at sarme future time produce fruits eminagtly wsafid
to the country in which they wera sewn. Itis by
shose remote conseguencss, and not msrely by the
immediste results, that a man who labours for
future generstions is to be judged.

In a milisary point of view, it cannot be denied
thet he discharged the office of President of the
. €ouncil of War with ability, and improved the

intérnal orgasization, the formation, the disci~
pline, the appearance, the arms, and the ma.
ncenvres. of the Russisn army. He rsised the
genius of the Russians by exalting their nacons
querable courage, and teaching them te fight with
that boldmess. and vigour which suit them, and
which, however, they had never befere displayed,
hecause no one (Munich perbaps excepted) had
-been completely sware of this featuse i» the
Russian cheracter. Suwsroff, wham Potemkin
highly valued and comstantly petremizéd, inhe-
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rited his pnncnples m this respect, and becam‘e .

invincible.
The Russian army was conslderably mctemd
under Potemkin. He submitted tdthe empirea

- nursery of soldiers, who tilt then had been nomi-
* mally its subjects, but of very little service.” The

Cossacks hid forméd a volunteer militia governed
by republican laws, which no one'béfore him daved
to attempt to alter, and which - Potemkin abro-
gated. . He formed the Cossacks into regiments,
and subjected them'to the-same recruitimg-laws
and discipline as the other troops.: ‘He aftes
wards employed them in their true character, at
the outposts, but regulated their service according
to the principles and tactics proper for this kind
of ‘warfare, to which they never had attended

‘before. 'He ‘shewed, by the effect which these

changes prodiiced in the Cossacks, of what utility
they miglit be to the Russian army. Potemkin

. esteemed them much, and was beloved by them.

They almost adored Suwaroff'; who, equally fond
of them, taught them to serve with the -greatest
distinetion. Having been but recently orga-

'mized, the Cossacks are not yet what they: may

become.- If the Russian government continues

its attention to the improvement of . these troops,

it may convert the brave, intelligent, faithful,

numerouss, indefatigable, and warlike' Cossacke
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into the principal instrament of . its successes and

the terror of its enemies.

- Potemkin, who never did any thing !mt ona

grand and even exaggerated scale, had formed in
. the army a corps of choice troops consisting of
forty thousand grenadiers and as many chassexrs
‘Fhese. troops were not - incorporated with regi-

ments, - but served as separate corps; which isg,

after all, the best way to) employ chojce troops.

The Raussian cavalry, before Potemkin’s regula- .

tions, was nearly insignificant. Hussars were nog
kwnown in the Russian. army : but through his
exertions, both the heavy and light cavalry were
brought to a par with the best European troops
of that kind. He also introduced companies of
flying artillery ; that excellent invention of Fre-
derick the Great. In short, whether it were that
circumstances favoured. him, or that his genius,

peculiarly adapted to that of his nation, proved- -

the exact “instrument of their improvement ; it
is certain that, at his death, that is to say, at a
time when the Prussian. drmy was already dege-
nerated and that of France neglected, the Rus-
sian troops were the first in Europe. They
scarcely deserved the fourth rank when Catharine
sscended the throne, :

The.storming of Oczakof was. the most bril-
lﬂnt exploit. of Pobemkm "He never gained
any p:tehed battle. His claims to the txtle of a



gmgmerdmypahps hn denied on that ac.
coynt. But it is certain that he had studied the
system of modern warfare as 2 man of geénius ; the
dispositions of his campaigns were as just as pro.
found. He understood the great art of combi-
ning the march and dirvection of his colemas, so
as ta render himeelf suddenly mester of a conntry,
surround the enemy, cut off his communications,
capture his magazines, véduce him to a complets
inactivity, and force hih to own himself van-
quished, even without having fought s battle.
His operations were well connected ; every gene.
ral was successful, every one arvived at the poiat
to which he was directed ; war, in short, was
conducted in that light and easy manuer, which
proves that he who directs it is perfect master
of his plans, and that his nveans of execution ave
in his hands. The wars of Potemkin have cost
Russia many lives; and yet he was not fond of
shedding blood : this is proved by his conquest
of the Crimea and the taking of Bender. He
. was sparing of blood when it could be spared,
The dreadful storming of Oczakof was perhaps
necessary to strike the enemy with urm; it o
tainly had that effect.

His power in Russia was nesrly equal to tlnt ‘
.of tlie sovereign. For the space of sixteen years,’
Catharine had no designs but what were his, dnd
did nothing bat through him. It was in' this
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‘ power that he found mesns to perform great
things, and to execute- the vast projects which he
had formed. The dilfévent dignities with which
he was invested, gave him the supreme manage-
auent of every branch of the public administra-
tion ; and he derived - fiom these offices an
' immense. ineome, which, added to the.rents of

- Jaw estates, emabled him to squander incredible

-siches ; which he did; thongh more for the puh-

lie géod- than for his own personal enjoyments.

His talents were. ot inferior to the different

functions which he had to discharge. Whata

~ fertile genius must he. be possessed of, who
combines with equal facility a diplomatic treaty,

& campaign, a new military or financial organiza-

¢ion, snd an.entertainment! The details of that

‘which he gave in his Taurian palace, and the

srrangements he contrived for the journey of the

Empress to the Crimea (arrangements which

were all his own, and hsd not been suggested by

any one), evidently prove that his understanding
possessed as much taste and elegance as strength
and profundity.  Had Potemkin been the so-
woreign of his country, be would have been
idolized. He would not have been under the ne-

. eomsity of humiliating any one, mor wonld he have

made so enemy. ke possassed, iw 's.superior

degree, the yirtues and the good qualities of the

Russians: but be hsd also their fhults, which,
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however, oodd hotbeoﬁ'emwe to- his oo\mtryk
men.

Potemkin's great qualities were obscured by
*-many vices, which we have not disguised. He
-has particularly been reproached with haughti-
ness, inconstancy, and intemperance. But.when -
we consider his extraordinary situation, and that

- *his fortune depended-on the caprices of a womam,
-it must in some degree be acknowledged that he
.could. have maintained :himself and preserved his
power only by the fear .which an imperious and
unconquerable disposition was calculated to in-
spire.. If his intrigues at court madé him some-
times forget important affairs, it was unfortunate
for Russia that Potemkin was. forced to meddle
with . intrigues. ' But this neglect cannot be
branded with the name of inconstancy and levity.
He never was inconstant in the great political and
military projects which-he devised for the glory
and the interest of Russia, -nor in those which
concerned his own elevation. His character
uever varied. - Vigour and boldness were.always
its principal features; it-never shewed itself in
any: other form. To justify his intemperance
and his excessive love of pleasure, is impomsible.

~ "These were his predominant vices ; they injured
him alike as a'public and a private man ; nay,
they frequently. degraded him. Eminent men,

- those in particular who' are entrusted  with the
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- governmest of a state, are mach’ thore.culpable
“to be addicted to such vices than- the' valgar.
The .oecupations amxd the enjoyments ‘which fal!
to-their share, are so august and so noble, that
- they may well disdain; even without any great
- effort,-the attractions 'of voluptuousness, and the
frivolose diversions which are so alluring to the
generality of mankind. - Potemkin, in this respect,
is; without-an excuse. - But after having thus im-
partially-stigmatised his vices, we may be allowed
to-repeat that he was yet a great men, who did
honour to his country, and who shed upon it a
brilliancy : which it has since suffered to be tar-
nished, and which perhaps it will:never recover,
- 'The Prince'de Ligne, who had frequent oppor-'
tunities of approaching Potemkin ‘during the’
Journey to the Crimaa, and in, his first cam paign,’
- bas left the. following portrait of him; which has’
, jusﬂy been proneunced a master. piece.— I here’
. behold,” says he, in & letter to Count Sécur,’
written from the.camp. before Oczakof, on the'
firat of August, 1788, “ a commander-in:chief,
% who looks idje, and ié always ‘busy ; who has
“.m0 other desk than his knees, no other domb’
¢ _than his fingers; constantly rechined on - his’
*,ooneh, yet sleeping ‘neither in night nor in
*.day-time. His zeal for the Empress he adores,
& . keeps:him inceisantly awnke and uneasy ; and
“.a cagpnon-shot, to which he himself is not
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“expoaed, distwrbs ‘him with the idea that #t
 costs the life of some of his soldiers. Trem.
. % bling for others, brave himself ; stopping under
“ the hottest fire of a battery to give his. orders,
« yet more an Ulysses than an Achilles ; alarmed
¢ st the approach of danger, frolicsome when it
“ surrounds him ; dall in the midst of pleasure ;
 unbappy for being too lucky, surfeited with
“ avery thing, emily disgusted, morose, ineon-
“ stant, a profound philosepher, an able minister,
* a sublime politician, or like a child of ten years
“ of age; not revengeful, asking pardon. for a puin
« he has inflieted ; quickly repairing an mjustice,
« thinking he loves God, when he fears. the
«_devil, whom he fancies still greater and bigger
« tham himeelf ; waving one hand to the femsies
“ thet please him, and with the other making
 the sign of the ¢ross ; embeacing the fest of a
“ statue.of the Virgin, or the alabaster neck of
 his mistress ; veceiving: nimiberless presents
“ from his spvetdign, and distributisg them im»
“ medistely to others ; dccepting estutes of the
“ Empress, and retutning them, or paying her
< debts without her kmowledge ; shienating and
“ ge-purchasing immesnse thacts of land, to erect
¢ a grandl colonmade, or plant.am English garden ; -
“ aguia getting rid of this ; gambliug. from mont’
“ to might, or wot ut oll ; peeflerring prodigality
®.in giving, 1o reglarity in peying. prodigi-
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% qusly rich, and not worth a farthing ; sbandon-
“ ing himself to distrust ot to confijence, to
* jedlovsy or to grasitude, to ill-humour or to
*“. pleasantry ; emsily prejudiced in favour of or
“ against any thing, and as easily cured of a pre.
“: judice ; talking djvinity to his gemerals, and
“ tactics to his bishops ; mever reading, but
¢ puneping every one with whom he canwerses,
“ and contredicting te be better informed; wn-
“ commanly affable, or extremely savage; affeet-
“ ing the mest steaactive of the most repulsive
¢ mauners ; ‘appe;rfmg by terna the proudest
“« Satrap of the East, or the most amiable conr-
* tier of the court of Louis XIV.; concesling,
 under the sppearance of harshness, the greatese
 beaevolence of heart; whimsical with vegard:
%, to; time; repasts, rest, and inclinations ; like a
“ child, wasting to have every thing, or, kke
® a grest man, knowiog how to do without many
“ thiags; sober, though seemingly a glatton ;.
« gnawiag his. fingess, or apples and tarmips ;
#. seoldling or laughing ; mimicking or swearing ;
“ énpeged in wantonness or in pmyers; @nging
¢ or meditating ; calling and dismiskimg ;. sending
¢ for twenty aides-de-camp, and saying nothing
 to any one of them ; baaring heat better than
¢ -any man, whilst he seems to think of* nothing
¢ but the most voluptuous baths ; not caring for
¢ cold, though he appears unable to exist without
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“ furs; always in his shirt, without drawers, or

% in' rich regimentals embroidered on all the .

“ ‘seams ; . barefoot, ‘or in slippers - embroidered
“ with spangles ; wearing neither hat nor eap : it

% isthus I saw him once in the midst of a musket

“ fire ; 'sometimes in a night-gown, sometimes in-
“ a splendid tunic with his three stars, his orders,’
“ and diamonds as large as a thumb round the
« portrait of the Empress; they seem placed
¢ there to attract the balls: crooked, and almost'
“ bent double when he is at home, and tall, erect,

¢ proud, handsome, noble, majestlc or fascinating,
«:when be.shews himself to his army, like
 Agamemnon in the midst of the monarchs of

« Greece. What' then is his magic? Genius,
“ natural abilities, an excellent memory, much
¢ elevation of soul, malice without the design of"

“ injuring; astifice without craft, a lrippy mixture
« of caprices, the art of conquering every heart
“ in’"bis good moments; much. generosity, . gra-

“ciousness and 'justice in his rewerds; a reﬁned'

- “-and correct taste, the talent of guessing what
“ heis ignorant of, and a consummate knowledge

of mankmd »

" Vigurs, Pmmr, 5, mem&n«L«mnr “Square, London. .,



