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a
PREFACE

nnHESE Memoirs were originally col-

lected, with a view to publication ;

but, a reluctance to the difclofure of anec-

dotes and facts relative to fo many diftin-

guifhed living characters, induced me to

poftpone the accomplifhment of my in-

tention, to a diftant period. The lapfe

of more than twenty years has fully eman-

cipated me from thofe reftraints ; the de-

ceafe of the King of Poland, and of the

Archduchefs Chriftina, both which took

place during the courfe of laft year, having

withdrawn the only remaining impedi-

A a merits
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ments to their appearance. The clepofition,

added to the misfortunes of Staniflaus,

rendered him peculiarly facred
j
and had

he been ftill alive, I fhculd yet have de-

layed publishing thefe Memoirs.

However remote the time may appear

fmce they were written, I have ftill chofen

to be wholly filent on many points, equally

curious and interefting. The perfonages

themielves, to whom that remark applies,

are either dead, or forgotten ; and motives

of refpect induce me to let them remain

in oblivion.

In unveiling the errors, or difclofmg.the

foibles, of Princes and of Minifters, we

muft confider them as incident to the frail-

ties and infirmities, infeparable from human

nature. But, their greateft faults will be

obliterated, when compared with the atro-

cities,
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cities, and contrafted with the excefies,

of the prefent felf-created Sovereigns of

France.

How moderate will appear the ambition

of Jofeph the Second, in the affair of the

Bavarian fucceflion
;
and how mild muft be

accounted the moft defpotic acts of Fre-

deric, towards the Saxons, or the Poles ;

on a comparifon with the flagitious enor-

mities now committed, under the banner of

Liberty and Equality, in Switzerland, in

Rome, and in Piedmont ! Even in their

mod arbitrary proceedings, Jofeph and

Frederic refpected the rights of human

nature, of religion, and of nations. In

the conduct of the "
Directory," we ex-

perience their emancipation from all .
re-

ftraints of private honor, of public faith,

and of moral obligation. They have made

the bed apology for defpotifm, as well

A3 as
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as for fuperftition ; and have compelled

us to look back with envy or regret, to

ages of the earth, which the philofophy

of the prefent time has endeavoured to re-

prefent, as only deferving of oblivion, or

worthy of compaffion.

CHESTERFIELD STREET,
BERKELEY SQUARF,

2, 1799.
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LETTER I.

Anecdotes of Frederic the Second, Landgrave of

HeJJe. Hanofuer. Eledrefs Sophia. Sophia

Dorothea, Princefs of ZeH, wife to George the

Fir/1. Relation of the principal circumjiances

attending her imprifonment, and the death of

Count Konigfmark. Examination of that tranf-

aftion. Particulars of the laft illnefs and death

cf King George the Fir/}.

HANOVEK, Sept. 9, 1777.

fT^HE line of inquiry and refearch

-* which you fo warmly recommended

to me at my leaving England, is undoubt-

edly far more interefting, as well as im-

portant, than the defcription of palaces and

cities. But, it is likewife more difficult,

and in fome refpects I might add, more

invidious. Kings and minifters are neither

VOL. i. B as
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as acceffible as the buildings they inhabit,

nor can we with to fpeak of them while

alive, with the fame freedom. " Pericu-

"
lofse plenum opus Aleae, hiftoriam fm

"
temporis fcribere." Even Burnet and

Clarendon, who wrote of the events of

their own times, did not efcape the penalty

infeparable from fuch an attempt. I am

however, on the other hand, fenfible, that

it is only from cotemporary authority

we can derive the moil authentic, as well

as curious materials of hiftory. The

.minute and perfonal anecdotes of illuf-

trious men foon fade under the touch

of time, and are obliterated. In order to

be preferved and tranfmitted to pofterity,

they muft be collected at the moment.

The letters which 1 propofe to addrefs to

you, from the various courts which I may
chance to vifit while on the continent, will

therefore be directed, though not exclu-

iively, yet in a peculiar manner, to that

object. If fometimes, when furveying

fcenes or countries remote from the com-

track, I may fecra to deviate from my
original
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original defign, the digrefiion will only be

fhort.

1 fhall pafs over the time that elapfed

between my landing at Calais early in July,

and my arrival at this place, as furnifhing

little towards my prefent defign ; and I

fhall therefore, neither detain you at Ant-

werp, at the Hague, nor on the Rhine.

Remounting that river from Dufleldorf to

Mentz, I crofled the dominions of HefTe, to

CafTel. The Landgrave may be accounted

one of the richeft, as well as moft powerful

Princes of the German Empire, after the

temporal Electors : the Dukes of Wirtem-

berg and of Mecklenburg Schwerin alone*

among the Princes of the fecond order,

can conteft with him in extent of terri-

tory, in revenues, and in political im-

portance.

Frederic the Second, reigning Landgrave
of Hefle Caflel, is at this time about fifty-

feven years of age, of a middle lize in-

clining to robuft, and of a manly figure.

Over his uniform he ufually wears the

B 2 Order
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Order of the Garter
; but, his treatment of

the Landgravine his firft wife, who was a

daughter of George the Second, did not tend

to cemer t the alliance which he had formed

with the King of Great Britain. They
were feparated from each other during

many years. The infelicity of his firft

nuptials, has not however prevented him

from contracting a fecond marriage, as

foon as the .neceffary forms of decorum

permitted. Captivated by the attractions

of the Princefs of Brandenburgh Schwedt,

he eipoufed her about four years ago. She

is a collateral defcendant of the Pruffian

Houfe, and isftill at this time a very beau-

tiful woman. But, the Landgrave feems

either not deilined or not calculated, for

matrimonial happinefs. They live in a

ftate of alienation and eftrangement, in

the fame palace and capital, without iffue,

or almoft intercourfe of any kind.

For this domeftic misfortune, he confoles

himfelf in the fociety of Mademoifelle

F ,
whofe perfonal charms are pointed

by
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by all the fafcinating coquetry of a Parifian

education. She was miftrefs to the Duke

de Bouillon, and arrived here only three

months fmce. Two thoufand Louis-d'ors

were allowed her, for the expences of her

journey from Paris to CafTel
;
and her actual

eftablimment falls little fhort of fix thoufand

pounds a-year. As if all thefe remunera-

tions were below her merit, {he is treated

with ftill more flattering marks of diftinc-

tion. At the public theatre her box is

placed clofe to the ftage, in a confpicuous

part of the houfe. I faw her there laft

night,when the Landgrave and Landgravine

were prefent at the performance. This

contempt of decency, fo repugnant to our

manners, is not uncommon in the German

Courts, and derives a fort of fandion from

cuftom;

Caffel is in many refpe&s a beautiful

city, and embellimed with fome magni-
ficent buildings. Hanover prefents the

image of departed greatnefs; palaces without

inhabitants, a capital without trade, and an

B 3 Elec-



6 MEMOIRS OF THE

Electorate without a Sovereign, It is prin*

cipally by the recollection of what it was,

that Hanover continues to intereft an or^-

dinary traveller. To an Englifhman it

offers many curious fubjects of reflection,

connected with hiftory. I ftudy the local

fcenery with pleafure ;
nor have I been lefs

attentive to collect fome of the anecdotes,

which tradition ftill preferves relative to

the Electoral Family. At the palace pf

Herenhaufen, yefterday, a grey-rheaded do-

meftic of fourfcore, pointed out to me the

precife fpot iq the gardens, where the o!4

Electrefs Sophia, wife of Erneft Auguftus,

dropped down and expired. That event

happened in the beginning of June 1714,

not eight weeks before the death of Queen

Anne. "
I perfectly remember," faid he

to me,
" the evening, which was uncom-

*? monly ferene and fine. The Eledtrefs

"
appeared to be in perfect health, not-.

*' withftanding her advanced period of life.

* l She had dined in public ; and, invited by
*' |he beauty of the weather, walked out,
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4<
accompanied by the ladies and principal

"
perfons compofmg her court. Suddenly,

w without any apparent caufe or attack,
"

fhe exclaimed,
'

It rains ! it rains !

'

" and running acrofs the garden, fhe foon

** funk down, clofe to a little alcove about
" two hundred yards ffom the palace,
" where in the fpace of a few minutes (he

" breathed her laft without pang or ef-

fort."

Her deftiny was a very fingular one.

The youngeft daughter of the exiled and

unfortunate Elector Palatine, King of Bo-

hemia
; brought up in adverfity and priva-

tions ; married to a German Prince of the

family/ of Brunfwick, who had then no

profpect of becoming the head of his

Houfe
;

called in the evening of life, by a

wonderful concurrence of circumftances,

to the Englim fucceflion, from which {he

was apparently removed by her birth to an

incalculable diftance ; furviving that event

above thirteen years, and at la(t carried off

by death, at the very moment when fhe

B 4 muft
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muft have afcended the Britifh throne :

fudi were the outlines of her hiftory. We
know, that though above eighty at the

time of her deceafe, me felt none of the

infirmities of age ; and that far from re-

garding with indifference the crown which

awaited her, fhe anticipated with anxiety

the accomplifhment of fo great an expect-

ation. It would have been a fmgular

fpectacle, to have beheld the grand-daughter

of James the Firft quitting Hanover at more

than fourfcore years of age, embarking for

her new dominions, and afluming the reins

of government, at a time when other

princes are ufually incapacitated for all the

functions of royalty.

My refearches have however, been more

particularly directed to another Princefs of

the Electoral Family, lefs generally known

than Sophia: I mean, the wife of George the

Firft ; for fhe was never acknowledged as

Queen of England, or even as Electrefs of

Hanover. She is in fact only remembered

by fome imperfect traditions of her gal-

lantry
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lantry and her misfortunes. The greater

part of her life was pafled in a fort of

melancholy fequeftration, at the Caftle of

Ahlden, in the Duchy of Zell. As only

perfons of inferior condition were admitted

to fee her, during the refidence which me
made there, it is very difficult to afcertain

with certainty the principal circumftances

of her hiftory. Even, relative to the

charge of infidelity brought againft her, it

is not eafy to fupport by facts any decided

opinion. Her innocence is matter of in-

ference and belief, more than of pofitive

proof. I have converfed with many per-

fons who recollect her death, though

fcarcely with any who ever faw her. On
the nature of her connection with Count

Konigfmark, and on the particulars of his

difappearance^ I have in a peculiar manner

endeavoured to obtain accurate information.

But, over this tranfaction fo myfterious a

veil has been drawn, that no cotemporary

teftimony or evidence, on which implicit

reliance can be placed, is now to be pro-

cured.
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cured. The Court of Hanover, as might

naturally be expeded, was defirous to fup-

prefs as much as poffible, every thing rela-

tive to the Princefs and her pretended lover.

Even the name of Konigfmark was not

mentioned without repugnance, till within

the laft twenty years.

Various portraits of Sophia Dorothea,

the wife of George the Firft, dill exift in the

palace here at Hanover, as well as in that

of Herenhaufen. I have ftudied them with

attention :.and if I were compelled to name

any perfon now living, to whom they bear

a particular refernblance, I mould fay it

was to the celebrated Mrs. Draper, bet-

ter known under the name of Sterne's

" Eliza ;" but, the Princefs was unqueftion-

ably by far the moft beautiful of the two

women. In a very capital picture of her,

which flruck me yefterday at Herenhaufen,

me appears to be in the bloom of youth.

The contour of her face is more round than

oval, the features regular, and their expref-

fion gay, pleafing, and animated. Her

eyes
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eyes are hazel, and her hrown hair plays

negligently over her forehead. The painter

has drefled her in a lilac-coloured veft

richly embroidered, which is clofely fittecl

to her body, and calculated to difplay the

delicacy of her fhape. Over her left

(houlder is buckled a blue mantle, adorned

with flower- deduces ; and behind her Hands

a negro girl, who holds out to her a fcarlet

riband. This portrait was probably done

foon after her marriage in 1682, when fhe

was about feventeen, and cannot be con-

fidered without emotions of concern for

her fubfecjuent
fate. I mall now endeavour

to throw together the moft material fads

relative to her, which I have collected at

various times, here, as well as in other parts

of the empire. They will ferve at leaft to

give fome general information, on which

to form an opinion refpe&ing that unfor-

tunate Princefs.

Her father, George William, Puke of

Brunfwick Lunenburg and ell, was an

elder brother of Erneft Auguftus, Duke of

Hanover,
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Hanover, who married Sophia, daughter of,

the King and Queen of Bohemia. George
William was one of the moft diflinguimed

Princes of his time, and not lefs known by his

talents for war, than by his political abilities

in peace. He checked the career of Louis the

Fourteenth's arms, at a moment when they

were every where victorious, by defeating

Marlhal Crequi at Confarbruck, in 1675, and

by taking.him prifoner afterwards in the city

of Treves. In the decline of life, his pro-

found judgment, added to his zealous pro-

tection of the Proteftant Religion, rendered

him the oracle of all the adherents to that

faith, and the declared enemy of France..

It was to the Duke of Zell, that William,

Prince of Orange, ufually had recourfe for

advice, in great or delicate emergencies.; and

before he ventured to embark for England
in 1688, on the expedition againft James

the Second, he confulted George William in

perfon. A range of rooms in the Caftle of

Zell, is {till called the Prince of Orange's

apartments, from having been frequently

inhabited
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inhabited by him, and appropriated to his

life. Even in the at of fucceffion, which

.called the Houfe of Hanover to the Britifh

throne, William was unqueftionably ac-

tuated in part by friendfhip for the Duke

of Zell ;
whofe defcendants, immediate and

collateral, were thereby eventually raifed

from German Princes of the fecond order,

to the rank of Kings.

George William, after having pa-fled the

meridian of life in celibacy, became at

the age of forty, deeply enamoured with

Eleanor Defmier, a young lady whom he

faw by accident at Breda in Holland. Her

father, Alexander Defmier, was a French

gentleman, of antient and honourable de-

fcent, Lord of Olbreufe in the province of

Poitou. Being a Hugonot, he had quitted

his native country, on account of the perfe-

cution to which he was liable for his reli- -

gious opinions. If we may believe tradi-

tion, Mademoifelle d'Olbreufe was not fo

dazzled with the conqueft which her

charms had effected, as to forget the dif-

proportion



14 MEMOIRS OF THE

proportion of rank and birth between her

and her lover. She did not yield to his

addreffes, till convinced by time, of the'

fmcerityj as well as the warmth of his af-

fection. In the marriage contract, (he was

qualified
" Couhtefs of Harburg ;" it not

being in the Duke of Zell's power, accord-

ing to the forms of the German jurifpru-

dehce, to elevate heir to the dignity of a

Princefs of the Empire, though he could

make her his legitimate wife. But, at his

felicitation fonie years afterwards, the Em-

peror Leopold raifed her to that eminence,

and me was then univerfally recognized as

Duchefs of Brunfwick-Zell.

Sophia Dorothea^ the only iflue of

George William by Mademoifelle d'OI-

breufe, was bcrn in 1666, and at an early

age was pfomifed in marriage to Auguftus

Frederic, fon of Anthony Ulric, Duke of

Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel. But, this young

Prince, who excited great expectations, was

cut off when only nineteen, having died

in confequenee of the wounds which he

received
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received at the ficge of Philipfburg in 1676*

Erneft Auguftus, Duke of Hanover, pre-

fumptive heir to his brother George Wil-

liam in the Duchy of Zell, as a mafculine

fief; was likewife defirous of fecuring the

allodial or perfonal inheritance of the elder

branch of his family* He demanded

therefore, the Princefs Sophia Dorothea in

marriage for his eldeft fon George Louis,

Hereditary Prince of Hanover. The Duke

of Zell conferred to the propofal ; but, it is

univerfally afferted that neither the Duchefs

his wife, nor the young Princefs herfelf,

fubmitted to it without great reluctance

and confiderable oppofition. The nuptials

were neverthelefs folemnized in November

1682. In the following year fhe brought

into the world a fon, who was afterwards

King George the Second. His birth was

followed by a daughter, who by her mar-

riage with Frederick William the Firft, be-

came Queen of Pruflia.

But, the union of the Princefs of Zell

with the Hereditary Prince of Hanover,

though
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though fruitful, was by no means happy.

It is difficult to know whether their in-

felicity
refulted from natural incompati-

bility of character ;
whether it was prin-

cipally produced by neglect on bis part ;
or

whether it arofe from her heart being pre-

occupied by a paffion for another perfon.

The Court of Hanover was at that period,

one of the moft fplendid, gallant, and polim-

ed, of any in the German Empire, or in the

North of Europe. Erneft Auguftus himfelf

avowedly maintained a commerce of gal-

lantry with the Countefs of Platen, a woma*n

of beauty and accomplimments, whofe in-

fluence over him was in many refpects

almoft without bounds. His fon, the Here-

ditary Prince, imitated the example fet him;

though he preferred for his wife, and mani-

fefted towards her, fentiments of refpect

and consideration,. She feems on her part to

have been a high-fpirited woman, of ftrong

paffions, capable of the moft violent refolu-

tions
;
and not fufficiently circumfpect in her

conduct, whatever might be the purity of her

intentions,



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. I/

intentions, in a fituation where calumny

jnight fo eafily find fubjecl: for attack.

Among the ftrangers of diftinclion who

vifited the Court of Hanover, was Count

Konigfmark, a man whofe crimes, adven-

tures, and tragical end, have rendered him

too much known. He was by birth a

Saxon, though his family was originally

from Sweden. Handfome in his perfon,

captivating in. his manners and addrefs, he

was formed to fucceed with women. He
s

had been early known by, and peculiarly

acceptable to, the Prince fs of Hanover,

before her marriage, when die refided at

Zell in her father's palace. It is even

pretended, that (he had retained a deep im-

preffion of this partiality for the Count,

which naturally revived on feeing him

again. Konigfmark, whatever perfon al or

external graces he poileiied, was unquef-

tionably a diflblute, unprincipled, enter-

prizing man of pleafure, capable of the

greateft crimes in the puriuit or attainment

of his views. He had travelled over Eu-

VOL. I. c tope,
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rope, had feen fervice in various countries,

and diftinguifhed himfelf by his gallantly,

magnificence, and courage. In Spain, where

he had difplayed his addcefs on public oeca-

fions, he was honoured by as public teftimo-

nies of attachment, on the part of the ladies

of the Court of Madrid. When in England,

tinder the reign of Charles the Second,

he narrowly efcaped an ignominious exe-

cution, for the murder of Mr. Thynne, in

1 682. His accomplices, for it is impoffible

to doubt that he employed or fuborned

them, though the fact could not be judi-

cially brought home to him
j were all exe-

cuted at Tyburn, for that atrocious act*

He himfelf was referved for a deftiny

hardly lefs unfortunate, a few years later ;

and his name is now infeparably connected

with the Princefs of Hanover, Sophia

Dorothea. .*

The Prince her huiband, tvho ferved

during more than one campaign, in the

Imperial army a'gainlt the Turks, was fre-

quently abfent from her ; a circumftance

which
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Xvhich naturally facilitated Konigfmark's

accefs to the Princefs. It is unqueftionable

that Ihe entertained for him fentiments of

the moft
partial^ nature, and that fhe in-

dulged them in a manner, which, if not

criminal, was at leaft imprudent. She was

accuftomed, two or three times in a week,

to feign an indifpofition, under which pre-

tence fhe retired to her apartment. Ko-

nigfmark was then admitted
; they flipped

together, and ufually remained at table, or

in converfation, till two or three o'clock in

the morning. When he retired, he de-

fcended by a little private ftaircafe, near

the great gate of the Ducal Palace, which

conducted him into the town.

Interviews of fuch a nature, at fuch

hours, and in the Princefs's own apart-

ments, imply great, and one may add,

improper intimacy, particularly, if Konigf-

mark's profligate character be recollected.

It is even difficult at firft fight, not to con-

nect with them the idea of a criminal con-

nection. But, on the other hand, there

2 is
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is neither any proof that they were fo in

effect, nor was any fuch proof ever at-

tempted to be made out againft her, though

her enemies were deeply interefted to efta-

blifh the fad, if it had been poffible. In

addition to this negative prefumption in her

favour, it is pofitively aflerted that, during

the time when Konigfmark was with her,

tfcey never remained alone together ;
one

or more of her ladies of honour, and thofe

of the moil unimpeached characters, being

always prefent. The very imprudence of

admitting him to fuch interviews, feems to

prove that they were innocent, fince it

was impoffible that .they could be alto-

gether concealed or unknown.

Unfortunately, Konigfmark's perfon and

accomplimments had made an impreffion

not only on the Princefs, but on Madame

de Platen, miilrefs of Erneft Auguftus.

Whether, as k pretended, he had divulged

the favours which fhe conferred on him ;

or whether he had returned her partiality

with indifference and contempt, as other

perfons
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perfons affure, it is certain that me deeply

refented his behaviour. Irritated at his

preference for the Princefs Sophia Dorothea,

of which fhe was well apprized, and having

fet fpies to watch his motions, fhe foon

difcovered his fecret interviews with her

rival, of which fhe gave information to the

Duke of Hanover. It was natural to fup-

pofe that he would not tolerate them ; and

the Count foon afterwards received an in-

direct, but peremptory intimation, that his

longer flay at Hanover would be dif-

pleaiing. As he delayed compliance with

the injunction on various pretences, it

was reiterated. He therefore made public

preparations for his departure, fixed the

day and hour, ordered his poft-horfes, and

having commanded his fervants to expect

him at three o'clock in the morning, he

went privately to the Ducal Palace. The

Princefs, under pretence o. indifpofition,

admitted him as before to her apartment,

where a fupper was ferved, and they re*

c mained
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mained for fome hours together, but, al-

always in company with one or more of

her ladies.

No fooner was the Countefs of Platen

apprized that Konigfmark was in the

Princefs's chamber, than me inftantly car-

ried the intelligence to the Duke, and re-

prefented to him the infolence of thus

braving, if not dimonouring him in his

own palace. Profiting of his indignation,

fhe induced him to give directions for

punifhing the Count's temerity, by an act

of immediate violence. It is doubtlefs to

be lamented, that Erneft Auguftus mould

have fanctioned or authorifed an afTaffi-

nation ;
for fuch it muft be deemed : but,

it fhould likewife be remembered that he

was a Sovereign Prince, and the provoca-

tion was great, if he really believed Konigf-

mark's vifits to his daughter-in-law to have

been of a criminal nature. No appeal

could be made to his fon, who was abfent

in Hungary, and the Count was on the

point
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point of leaving Hanover. How far thefe

confiderations may feem to palliate the act,

I leave others to determine.

A very general idea prevails throughout

Germany, that Erneft Auguftus having

caufed four of his guards to put on mafks,

they by his order attached Kpnigfmark, as

he came out of the Princefs's apartment,

and killed him on the fpot. I faw this

very morning, the place in the Electoral

Palace^ where tradition fays the Count

fell. It is a pafTage almoft deftitute of

light, not above nine or ten paces in length.

A door at one extremity opens into a

large handfome apartment, the firft of the

range occupied by the Princefs of Hanover,

and out of which Konigfmark paiTed, when,

he quitted her on the night that he perifhcd.

At the other end is another door, near a

ilaircafe, by which he was to have left the

Palace. That this was the fcene of his

feizure, there is no doubt ; but, the means,

ufed to put him out of life were more

iccretj though not lefs effectual, than opea

c 4 attack.
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attack. I fliall relate them from good ail*

thority.

Orders were iffued on the part of the

Duke of Hanover, to the foldier on guard

at the Palace gate, to ftop Konigfinark,

as he came down the private ftaircafe

beforementioned
;

to force him by menaces

of immediate death to follow, and then

to (hut him into a fubterranean vault

or cellar, which was indicated. The fol-

dier punctually executed the commiffion,

without knowing or fufpe&ing the confe-

quence. It would feem that the Count

neither made nor attempted refiftance
;

a

fad which proves either his want of

courage, or of any means of defence ;

unlefs we fuppofe that, confiding in his

innocence, he took no precaution for his

fecurity, and was unfufpicious of an inten-

tion to interrupt his paflage out of the

Palace. The vault into which the unfor-

tunate Konigfmark was forced, could at

pleafure be filled with water, by means of

a pipe. It was in fat a refervoir, and np

fooner.
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fooner was he {hut up, than they imme-

diately let in the water, and drowned him.

His body on the eniuing morning was

put into a heated oven, and the mouth of

it bricked up, as the moft effectual means

.of concealing the whole tranfac~tion.

But, though the precife nature of Ko-

nigfmark's death might not be immediately

divulged ; his difappearance, and the

anxious inquiries of his fervants, who after

vainly feeking him through the city of

Hanover, went to the Ducal Palace, in

order to obtain intelligence of his fate,

foon betrayed the fecret. Jt was fpeedily

conveyed to the Princefs, who well-know-

ing the implacable enmity of Madame cle

Platen, made no doubt that the Count had

fallen a victim to her vengeance. Far from

fubmitting tamely to the power of Erneft

Auguftus, me abandoned herfelf to the

moft immoderate tranfports of refentment

and indignation. Neither his authority,

his prefence, nor his menaces, could fubdue

her
fpirit.

She treated him as a monfter

and
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and an aflaffin, declared that fhe would no

longer remain among barbarians and mur-

derers, and even appeared ready to make

fome attempt on her own life, in the

violence of her defpair. After fo pub-

lic and fo fcandalous a breach, it became

impoffible to conceal, or to pafs over the

affair in filence. Erneft Auguftus ordered

the Princefs therefore, to be conducted to

the Palace or Caftle of Ahlden, fome leagues

diftant from Hanover, where fhe was re-

tained in a fort of honorary confinement.

Two ladies and a chamberlain were named

to attend on her, and to compofe her

houfehold. This whole tranfaction took

place in 1686, at a time when Konigfmark

was about thirty-one years old, and when

Sophia Dorothea could not have been

twenty-one.

How far the Duke of Zell her father

approved or condemned the conduct of

Erneft Auguftus his brother, does not ap-

pear ; nor, if known, would it form any

ground on which to infer with certainty

7* his
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his daughter's innocence or criminality.

That her hufband, the Prince of Hanover,

was in no manner acquainted with, or

privy to the death of Konigfmark, is clear

to demonftration ; fmce it was a fudden

afc of refentment, and he was abfent in

Hungary. He even fubmitted with con-

fiderable reluctance to the Duke his fa*

ther's defire, that he fhould renounce the

Princefs for ever. Erneft Auguftus exacted

of him that mark of obedience, if not of

approbation. In December 1694, a fen-

tence oifeparation was pronounced between

the Prince and Princefs. But no divorce^

in the moft extenfive fenfe of the term, as

totally diilblving the marriage between

them, and enabling each party to marry

again, ever took place. Sophia Dorothea

continued to refide at Ahlden, till the death

of her father-in-law, the Duke of Hanover,

which happened in 1698; and from the

time of her being firft transferred thither,

to the end of her life, Ihe was commonly
known
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known under the name of u Princefs of
" Ahlden."

After the deceafe of Ernefl Auguftus,

George, then become Elector of Hanover,

made propofitions to the Princefs, for an

oblivion of paft animofities, and for a re-

conciliation. It is difficult to fay whether

a conviction of her innocence, a fentiment

of affection, or motives of intereft and

policy, were moft prevalent in this propo-

fal. But, it is certain that me rejected the

offers, and replied, that "
nothing could in-

" duce her to live in a family of affaffins."

A fact much more incredible, but which

refts upon the ftrongeft evidence, is that

after the death of Queen Anne, when the

Elector was called to the throne of Great

Britain, he renewed his propofals for the

fame purpofe. A deputation, compofed of

Englim Peers and Gentlemen, by the new

King's defire, waited on Sophia Dorothea

at Ahlden, and acquainted her that they

wiihed to be permitted to approach her as

their
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their Queen. They reprefented to her the

injurious confequences which her fepara-

tion, and her ftate of mifintelligence with

the King her hufband might produce,

peculiarly to her fon. And they re-

minded her that for {lighter caufes, the

birth of James the Second's fon had been

called in queftion. Far from yielding to

thefe arguments, or being dazzled by the

profpecl; of a crown, fhe peremptorily re-

jefted the overture :
"

If," faid fhe,
"

I

" am guilty of the crime imputed to me,
**

I am unworthy to be your Queen. If

" I am innocent, the King is unworthy to

u be my hufband." A woman capable

of fuch a renunciation, inuft either have

been animated with implacable refentment,

or have been confcious of her own inno-

cence, and of the malignity of her perfe-

cutors. Of the fact I have feen and heard
i

fuch proofs, as it feems impofllble to call

in doubt.

Sophia Dorothea, during her confine-

ment at Ahlden, was treated with every

mark
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mark of refpect due to her rank. The two

ladies of her houfehold, the chamberlain,

and the officer who commanded the guard,

conftantly dined at her table. She was al-

lowed to go in her coach, to the diftance of

a league from the Caftle. Perfons of in-

ferior condition, workmen, and tradef-

men, had free accefs ; but no man or

woman of coniideration was allowed to

approach, or fpeak to her. After Erneft

Auguftus's death, who was her declared

enemy, fhe might have obtained, if not

her liberty, at leaft an alleviation of the

reftraint and privations impofed on her.

But fhe difdained to make any application

for the purpofe. By the concurring tefti-

mony of all perfons, fhe bore her misfor-

tunes with dignity and equanimity ; never

vented herfelf in reproaches againft thofe

who had injured or opprefied her ;
arid pre-

ferved the cheerfulnefs of a mind ferene and

innocent, in the midft of her hard condition.

Even her beauty remained in a great degree

unimpaired, to a late period of her life.

Blonde!,
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Blondel, who was the French Minifter

at the Court of Hanover from 1715 to

1726, a period when (he was ftill living,

and who had every opportunity of inform-

ing himfelf of the particulars of her hiftory,

confirms all the principal facts which I have

enumerated refpecTmg her. In a very

curious account which he drew up of the

whole tranfac~tion,he declares that he derived

his information relative to Sophia Dorothea,

from the mouth of the fecond Countefs

of Platen, miftrefs to George the Firft.

Blondel protefts likewife, that he had him-

felf feen the very foldier of Erneft Au-

guftus's guards, who {hut Konigfmark into

the refervoir ;
and who aflured Blondel,

that he mould never forgive himfelf for

having had any mare in fo abominable an

act.
"

Such," adds he,
" was the uni-

" form gaiety and ferenity of the Prince fs's

"
temper during her refidence at Ahlden,

" as to imprefs univerfally with a convic-

" tion of her pofieffing a quiet confcience.

" Thofe who faw her, if they judged from
"

appear-
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"
appearances, would even have fuppofed

" that flie was not difcontented with her
"

fituation and fortune."

In 1705, her father George William

Duke of Zell died, at above eighty years

of age, and ihe then fucceeded to all the

pcrfonal property, which was very ample.

It was commonly aflerted and believed,

that {he contrived to remit large fums an-

nually, arifing from her feparate income,

to her fon, the Electoral Prince. When

he afterwards became, by his father's eleva-

tion, Prince of Wales, Sophia Dorothea

continued to fupply him liberally with

money from her own purfe. She main-

tained with him a regular intercourfe by

letters, and exprefled towards him the

warmeft fentiments of affection. It is pro-

bable that fuch proofs of it, however natu-

ral, did not tend to heal the breach between

her and her hufband. She remained till

her death at Ahlclen ;
nor did George the

Firft, who furvived her, wear mourning for

her as his wife, but as his coufm
; though

he
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he permitted his fon and the other branches

of the Royal Family, to mourn as for their

mother and grandmother.

When we confider the principal cir-

ctimftances of the princefs Sophia Doro-

thea's hiftory, we can form only one

opinion refpecling her. She was doubt-

lefs imprudent, and therefore in fome

meafitre culpable ; but it is impoffible not

to acquit her of crime. If all the facts

which I have enumerated, do riot imprefs

the conviction, there remain others hardly

lefs forcible, drawn either from the internal

evidence of thb ftory, or feftirig on the

ftrongeft teftimony. She herfelf, during

the long term of her detention at Ahlden,

conftantly and invariably perfifted in af-

ferting her innocence. As often as fhe re*

ceived the facrament, which was frequently,

{he repeated the proteftation ; and fhe con-

firmed it when near her end. She is faid

to have admitted that her heart was not

indifferent to Konigfmark, but fhe main-

tained that her honour was uqfullied. The

VOL. i. D lady
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lady who was in attendance about hcf

perfon, on the fatal night when Konigf-

mark periihed, and who let him out of the

Princefs's apartment, confirmed the fame

aifurance. As' an accomplice or partici-

patrcfs in her miftrefs's fuppoled guilt,

this lady was imprifoned ;
but me protefted

that neither at the laft interview of the

Count with Sophia Dorothea, nor at any
of their preceding ones, had they ever been

alone for an inflant together.

It is very commonly alierted here at

Hanover, that Madam de Platen w7as pur-

fued by remorfe during her whole life,

for having inftigated Erneft Auguftus to

take vengeance on Konigfmark : and they

add. that during her laft illnefs me imagined

continually that fhe beheld his fpetre near

her bedfide. But, if George the Firft had

really believed his wife guilty, in the full

extent of the term, would he ever have

condefcended foleinnly to propofe a recon-

ciliation to her ? The very circumftances of

Konigfmark's end, rather mark a fudden

tranfport
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iranfport of indignation, or a fally
of anger,

than the fpirit of fober punimment. It has

left a ftain on the memory of a Prince, other-

wife highly amiable in his chara&er ;
and

whatever may be faid in its extenuation,

the at can no more be justified, than the

murder of Monaldefchi by Chriftina, in

the gallery at Fontainbleau.

Before I quit the fubject, let me add

a few words relative to the death of George

the Firft himfelf
;
an event which happened

only feven months after that of his wife. It

is generally aflerted, and all our hiftorians

inform us, that he expired at Omabrugh,
on his way to Hanover. I have been

more than once in the Epifcopal Palace at

the former city, where they pretend he

breathed his laft: But the fad was never-

thelefs, I apprehend, otherwife* I will

relate the particulars of his laft illnefs, as

I received them fome time fmce, from an

ancient domeftic, who attended him on his

journey, and which I confider as particu-

larly authentic. His own words will con-

D 2 vey
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vey the beft idea of the fact :

" On the
" 20th of June 1727, in the evening,"

faid he,
" his Majefty arrived at Delden,

" a little town near the frontiers of Ger-
"

many, but belonging to Holland. At
" that time he appeared to be in perfect
" health. He was entertained at the feat

" of a Nobleman, about twenty miles from
" thence ; and after fupper he eat of fome
"

melons, which doubtlefs caufed the

"
indigeftion that proved fatal to him.

" He returned to Delden the fame night,
* where the Duchefs of Kendal expected
" him ; for Ihe accompanied, or rather

" followed him, as me travelled with poft-
** horfes

;
while the King, by means of

"
relays placed on the road, was enabled

* 6
to proceed with more expedition. Hav-

"
ing taken fome hours repofe in the inn,

" he continued his journey for Hanover
"
very early on the enfuing morning, the

" Duchefs of Kendal remaining behind

" at Delden. Previous to his fetting out,

" he drank half a cup of chocolate, and
" foon
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c foon afterwards found himfelf indifpofed,

" When he arrived at Bentheim, a town
" about twenty miles from Delden, he
" was already ferioufly ill

; but his anxiety
" and impatience to pufh forward, pre-
" vented his having recourfe to medical

"
affiftance. An emetic, had it been ad-

" miniftered at that time, might, it is

"
probable, have faved him.

" At Rheine, the next ftage, which is

u in the dominions of the Bifhop of

"
Munfter, his Majefty continuing very

< unwr

ell, the peribns who accompanied
"

him, entreated him to flop, and to call

" in help ;
but as he refufed, they pro-

" ceeded. He grew perceptibly worfe
<c

every minute, and before he got to Ip-
"

penburen, a little town belonging to his

" Pruffian Majefty, the King was become
"

lethargic. One of his arms fell down,
" and all the endeavours made to revive

" the limb, by chafing and rubbing it,

** were ineffecl:ual. The moft ferious

D 3
" alarms
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4{ alarms began to be entertained by the

"
perfons who attended him

;
but he per-

44
fifted in his wim to proceed without

"
delay. At Ippenburen, they held a fort

44 of confultation on the meafures proper
44 to be adopted ; and a meflenger was
44

difpatched to acquaint the Duchefs of

44 Kendal with his Majefty's illnefs. He
44 met her about two miles beyond Rheine,
44 and on receiving this information, me
44 made all hafte to come up with the

44

King.
44 No remonftrances or expoftulations

44 could prevail on him to flop at Ippen-
44 buren. He had only eighteen miles

44 from thence to his brother's Palace at

44

Ofnabrugh, where he knew that every
44 accommodation and aid could be pro-
44 cured. His tongue began to fwell,

44 his fenfes to fail, and his articulation

44 to become indiftincl:. But, as long
" as he could make himfelf underftood,

44 he continued to repeat,
4

Ofnabrugh !

44 Ofna-
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"
Ofnabrugh !' They therefore hurried

le
on, in hopes of reaching that city

" while he was ftill alive, though the King
" was fallen totally feafelefs into the arms
" of one of his attendants, a gentleman
" named Fabrice. The place where he
"

expired, is difficult to afcertain ;
but it is

"
believed that he breathed his laft, as the

"
carriage mounted the high hill out of

"
Ippenburen. The body was, indeed,

"
ftill warm when they arrived at Ofna-

"
brugh, where his veins were cut, and

"
every method was vainly ufed to recover

"
him, as he never gave any fign of life

" or perception, after leaving Ippenburen.
" About half-way between that place and
*'

Rheine, a fecond courier, difpatched from
"

Oinabrugh, announced to the Duchefs
" of Kendal, that George the Firft was no
" more. She received the intelligence with
"

demonftrations of violent grief, tearing
*' her hair, and exclaiming that me was
" undone. When her firft emotions had
*'

fubfided, fhe difinifled the ladies who

p 4
" accom-r
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*'
accompanied her

; and not venturing,'

*f or not choofing, to proceed to Hano-
" ver at fuch a moment, (he took thq

<c road to Brunfwick, where fhe remained

*' for three months afterwards."

My next letter will be from Zell.
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LETTER II.

Defcrlption of the Co/lie of Ablden. Reflections

on the death and hi/iory of Sophia Dorothea,

Princefs of Zell and of Hanover. Cajile of
Zell. Account of the Dani/h Revolution in

1772. Particulars of the arreft of Caroline

Matilda, Queen of Denmark, of Struenfee, and

of Brandt. Removal of the Queen to Zell.

Her laji illnefs and death. Detail of thofe

events. Reflections on her character and mif-

fortunes.

ZELL, Sept. 13, 1777.

PROMPTED by curiofity to fee the Caftle

in which Sophia Dorothea, the wife of

George the Firft, refided during fo
large

a

portion of her life, I took the road toAhlden,

on leaving Hanover. It lies acrofs an un-

frequented part of the Electorate, through

a dreary trad: of country ; and the diftance

is not lefs than thirty miles. Ahlden

has no title to the appellation of a Caftle,

except that it is furrounded with a double

moat.
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moat, acrofs which are thrown draw-*

bridges. The building rtfelf is compofed

only of brick and wood, refembling rather

a large farm-houfe than a Ducal feat, and

defcribiug three fi'des of a. fquare in. figure.

I obferved on one part, the date 1579 ;

and over the principal entrance are -the

arms of the Houfe of Brunfwick, with the

year 1613 infcribed ben-eath. The whole

. manfion has an air of antiquity fpread over

it, mixed with melancholy lequeflration ;

and the rooms are neither numerous nor

elegant, though fupcrior to what the exter-

nal appearance feems to announce. In a

large fqiiare apartment, which was the eat-

ing-room, are rireierved two portraits ; one

of George the Firft at full length in his robes

of ftate
;
the other of Sophia Dorothea her-

ielf. This lafl picture is very ill exe-

cuted
;

but it refembles all the other por-

traits of her which I have feen. She is

reprefented in a fort of fancy drcfs em-

broidered, and her hair ornamented with

liowers. The face
is^ charming, and there
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is in its expreffion a wildnefs or playful-

nefs, which adds to its effect.

Adjoining to the above-mentioned apart-

ment, on the fame floor are three rooms, one

within the other. They command a tolera-

ble profpect to the North, over the meadows

in front of the houfe, through which runs

the river Aller, at the diftance of three

hundred paces. In the innermoft chamber,

the unfortunate Princefs of Hanover ex-

pired on the 1 3th of November 1726, at

eleven o'clock at night. She was then

fixty years and nine months old, of which

fhe had pafled near forty at Ahlden. From

the Gazette of that year, we are only in-

formed that her preceding indifpofition

was fhort. Many of the villagers remem-

ber her
;

and they confirm the fact of

George the Electoral Prince her fon, (af-

terwards King George the Second,) having

attempted in vain to obtain accefs to her.

Anxious to fee his mother, he fwam his

horfe acrofs the river Aller, and unaccom-

panied by any one, reached the Caftle.

7 He
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He even paflfed the outward moat, but was

flopped at the drawbridge of the inward

moat, by the Baron de Bulau, under whofe

care Sophia was placed. He drew his

fword, informed the Prince that he had

orders to refufe all admittance to the

Princefs, and compelled him to retire

without accomplishing his purpofe. Her

death, which as I have already faid, pre-

ceded the deceafe of George the Firft about

feven months, unqueftionably prevented

her fon from refloring her to the honors

of which me had been fo long deprived.

Very late the fame day on which I vi-

fited Ahlden, I arrived at this city, where

every object recalls the image of another

Princefs, fcarcely lefs unfortunate than

Sophia. I mean, as you will eafily ima-

gine, her defcendant, the late Queen of

Denmark, Caroline Matilda. It is curious

and affecting to contemplate the fimilarity

of their hiftory. Both were precipitated

in the prime of youth from their elevation,

arid their pretended lovers equally fell by

the
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the hand of the affaffin, or of the exe-

cutioner. The two Princefles alike ex-

piated their errors, in imprifonment or

in exile ;
and they now repofe together in

the fame vault, where their remains are

depofited fide by fide. Hiftory, from

Julia, the daughter of Auguftus, down

to the prefent hour, is little more than

a repetition of the fame fuppofed crimes,

accufations, and punifhments. It is only

changing the name of Pandataria, to that

of Ahlden or of Zell. Sempronius

Gracchus, the lover of Julia, periihed

by a violent death, like Konigfmark and

Struenfee. The Semiramis of one age, is

the Catharine of another.

This place is no longer to be recognized

for the fame city as it was three years ago,

when it exhibited the afpect of gaiety,

amufement, and pleafure. Now all is filent

and defert. Not a carriage is to be feen

or heard in the ftreets
; grafs already

grows in the area of the Cattle, and hardly

a human creature is to be found within

its
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its walls. I wandered yefterday for 3

confiderable time through the galleries and

apartments, without being able to meet

any perfon -,
till entering one of the rooms,

I difcovered at the fartheft extremity a

man, whom I foon recognized to be Man-

tel, the late Queen's faithful valet-de-

chambre. He conducted me over the

Caftle. In the range of rooms which was

occupied by the Queen Matilda, every

thing remains exactly as it was left in May
1775, the period of her death. The

Caftle of Zell is ftill a noble edifice, fit for

the refidence of a Sovereign Prince. It is

a Gothic fortrefs, of a fquare figure, fur-

rounded by a deep moat, having ramparts
and baftions for its defence. In the center

is a quadrangle, and the whole ftructure

forcibly reminds the beholder of thole an-

tique (Jpferted caftles, fo frequently defcribed

in romances. Though part of it is near four

hundred years old, and tending to decay,

yet the far greater part, which was rebuilt,

or at leaft modernized by George William,

Duke
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Duke of Zell in the lad century, continues

in perfect prefervation. The apartments,

inhahited by the late Queen of Denmark,

may aimed he termed magnificent ;
but in

a few- years they will probably fink into a

ftate of neglect and dilapidation^

You requeft me to relate the -hiftory of

that lYmcefs. You defire to know the

principal circumftances of the Daniih re-

volution
;

the manner of the Queen's fub-

fequent life at Zell ; finally, the particulars

of her laft illnefs, death, and character.

Many reafons make me unwilling to gratify

your curioiity. The revolution of Den-

mark in 1772, as it is commonly termed,

was not, like that of Sweden in the fame

year, a political or conftitutional revolu-

tion, which altered the form of the go-

vernment : it was only a conviillion of the

Court, produced by the indifcretion of a

young and unexperienced Queen, facili-

tated by the imbecility of a weak and cre-

dulous King, who permitted his mother-

in-law and brother to feize on the admi-

niflration,
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niftration, which he was himfelf incapable

of exercifmg in perfon. When Guftavus

the Third effected the revolution at Stock-

holm, every circumftance was tranfacted

in open day, and became matter of no-

toriety. But, the arreft and imprifonment

of the Queen Matilda, of Struenfee, and of

Brandt, were performed in the night, and

the fcenc was the Royal Palace at Copen-

hagen. The fads attending that extraor-

dinary tranfation, are befides too recent,

to juftify their entire difclofure. In com-

pliance neverthelefs with your defire, I

fliall ftate to you the leading events, which

preceded and followed the Danifh revolu-

tion. If I do not relate every thing that

has come to my knowledge, you may on

the other hand be aflured, that the fads

which I record, are authentic.

The marriage of Chriftian the Seventh,

King of Denmark, with the Princefs Caro-

line Matilda of England, was one of thofe

alliances in which neither fimilarity~of dif-

pofition, nor any other requifites were

found.

i
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found, to enfure felicity. The King foon

abandoned himfelf to irregularities of every

kind, too puerile, effeminate, and diflblute

for commemoration. Nor was the Court

lefs a fcene of univerfal diffipation, calcu-

lated at once to corrupt the heart, and to

contaminate the manners. A young and

amiable woman, who faw herfelf neglected

by her hufband, while fhe was at the fame

time an object of refpect and homage to

every other perfon that approached her,

could -

fcarcely be fuppofed to efcape the

contagion of fo tainted an atmofphere.

Yet, previous ta the King's journey in

1768, when he vifited England, France, and

other countries, the Queen had fo con-

ducted herfelf, as if not wholly to efcape

detraction, to preferve, however, a great

lhare of general affection and popularity.

The birth of the Prince Royal, which pre-

ceded the King's departure from Copen-

hagen, augmented the attachment of the

people to her perfon and dignity.

VOL, I. E It

I
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It was at this time that Struenfee, def-

tined afterwards to make too confpicuoua

a figure in the Danifli annals, firft became

known to Chriftian the Seventh. The

father of Struenfee was only a deacon of

Renfbourg, a little town in the Duchy of

Slefwick, where he Mill continues to refide.

He never loved his fon, and frequently,

during the fhort term of Struenfee's eleva-

tion, foretold or apprehended his approach-

ing fate. When the King of Denmark

determined on vifiting fome of the Courts

Europe, Struenfee was appointed to at-

tend his Majefty, in quality of phyfician ;
he

having previoufly praclifed medicine with

fome reputation and fuccefs, at Altona.

Brandt, who fuffered at the iaine tune with

Struenfee on the fcaffold, and whofe two

names are tiow become inieparably blended

in hiftory, was of a more elevated extrac-

tion. His family, though not noble, was

very refpeclable, originally from Ilolftem,

in the vicinity of Hamburgh, where his

anceftors
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anceftors were eftablifhed. He pofleiTed

many qualities calculated to advance their

pofleflbr in a court. His manners were

polifhed, his addrefs eafy, and his conver-

fation lively, as well as amufmg. Through-
out his life, no lefs than at his death, he

manifefled perfonal courage ;
but in prin-

ciple and virtue he was totally deficient*

Among the favourites of Chriftian the

Seventh, who were the companions of his

pleafures, Brandt occupied a diftinguifhed

place ;
and he was commonly feleded from

among the crowd of courtiers, to make one

of the party at the King's private fuppers.

Having been appointed a Gentleman of the

Bed-chamber, he flattered himfelf that he

fhould be placed on the lift of thofe, whom
his Danim Majefty named to accompany
him on his intended travels. It was not

therefore, without equal furprife and morti-

fication, that Brandt found his name ex-

cluded. He attributed his rejection to

the enmity and rivality of the young Count

Holcke, who had fupplanted him, as he

JE 2 con-
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conceived, in his Sovereign's favour. Stung
with a preference fo injurious to his views,

Brandt endeavoured to procure the dif-

grace of Holcke, by means ofan anonymous
letter addrefled to the King, accufmg that

favourite of difafFedion. But, the attempt

proved ruinous to himfelf : the letter having

been foon traced to its real author, Brandt

received an order to quit Copenhagen in

twenty-four hours. He obeyed, and re-

tired to Paris, where he remained in ob-

fcurity, as well as indigence. When the

King of Denmark arrived at that city,

Brandt found means to reprefent his po-

verty, and obtained from his matter a prc-

fent of a hundred Louis-d'ors.

Struenfee meanwhile had accompanied

Chriftian the Seventh on his travels. He
and Brandt meeting at Paris, they formed

a fort of connection or compact, by which

it was agreed that if Struenfee, on his re-

turn to Denmark, fhould attain fufficient

credit at Court, he would ufe it to obtain

the recall of the other. During the King's

ftay
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flay in France, Struenfee had rifen to a

confiderable degree of favour; and his

Majefty foon after his arrival at Copen-

hagen, prefented him to the Queen with

his own hand
; recommending him at the

fame time to her as a man of talents, and

as peculiarly {killed in the profeffion of

phyfxc. He was promoted immediately to

the place of a Privy Counfellor, and foon

became as acceptable to the Queen, as he

had been to her huiband.

Reafons of a very delicate and peculiar

nature, facilitated his progrefs in that

princefs's good opinion. The King and

fhe having been alienated from each other,

in confequence of his excefles, and having
ceafed to cohabit together, Struenfee under-

took to reconcile them, and fucceeded in

the attempt. He received every day from

both, new marks of confideration and

efteem. Brandt, by his endeavours, was

recalled to Court, reinftated in office, and

they were fhortly afterwards raifed at the

fame time, to the rank of Counts. Struenfee

E 3 in
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in particular became not only the declared

favourite, but was conftituted firft minifter,

with almoft unlimited political power. So

rapid and extraordinary an elevation, ne-

ceflarily excited many comments ; and

envy or malignity added a thoufand reports,

injurious to the honour of the Queen.

It muft be admitted even by thofe to

whom her memory is moft dear, that her

imprudence was great and inexcufable.

Not only in private, but at the theatre, in

the ftreets of Copenhagen, and before muU
titudes of fpeclators, (he manifefted a

very injudicious preference for Struenfee.

He was himfelf fenfible of her Majefty's

indifcretion, and endeavoured, but without

effect, to induce her from prudential mo-

tives, to moderate the tefiimonies of her

partiality towards him in public. The

levity of her conduct was augmented by
the impropriety of her drefs on many oc-

cafions. She was accuftomed to ride out

with Struenfee, habited completely in men's

cloaths, without any mixture of female

attire ;
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attire ; and though this mode is neither

uncommon among ladies in the north of

Europe, nor implies any immodefty of

deportment, yet it tended to increafe the

popular clamour and miirepreientation.

The King was a paffive and quiet fpec-

tator of Struenfee's favour, as well as of

the Queen's attachment to him. Though

indifferent towards his wife, he neverthelefs

efteemed her
;
nor did he feel or exprefs

the flighted refentment at her behaviour.

His mind and body, equally debilitated

by exceffes of every kind, left him without

activity, and almoft without perception or

fentiment. He funk into a ftate of im-

becility, which while it rendered him

capable of receiving the w.orft impreffions,

difqualified him from appreciating their

truth, or taking any part in the manage-

ment of public affairs. The adminiftra-

tion devolved therefore on the Queen,

Struenfee, and their adherents : but the

Court was plunged in diverfions, and im-

merfed in pleafures, which were foon to

4 be
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be fucceeded by fcenes of a very different

nature.

Struenfee was unqueftionably a man of

abilities, capable of great application to

bufmefs, rapid and decifive in his refolu-r

tions, as well as enlarged and patriotic in

his views. Many of his meafures tended

to the amelioration, improvement, and

aggrandizement of Denmark. But he

neither poffefled the profound policy, the

fevere vigilance, nor the fuperior judgment,

requifite for maintaining him in his fudden

elevation. Towards the clofe of his mi-

niftry, he acted without forefight or addrefs;

as if, with the difficulties which augmented

round him, he loft the ftrength and prefence

of his understanding. At the head qf his

enemies, who were numerous, powerful,

and implacable, appeared the Queen Dow*

ager, and her fon Prince Frederic. The

former, Juliana Maria of Brunfwick Wolr

fenbuttel, widow of Frederic the Fifth, the

late King, had afluredly not received from

nature any pre-eminent qualities for govern-

ment.
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ment. Her fon, who feemed ftill lefs

formed to occupy a diftinguimed place in

the hiftory of his country, infpired little

apprehenfion. But the indifcretion of the

young Queen, and the fatal fecurity of

Struenfee, fupplied every defect. Patience

and perfeverance were alone neceflary, in

order to ripen the machinations prepared

for their deftruction.

Several perfons of the firft quality and

confideration, impelled by ambition, in-

dignant at the preference fhewn to an ob-

fcure ftranger, or irritated by their exclu-

fion from office, joined the Queen Dow-

ager's party. Among the chief, were

Counts Rantzau and Oftein, General

Eichftedt, and Colonel Roller Banner.

Various confultations were held by them,

relative to the meafures proper to be pur-

fued
; and towards the 'clofe of the year

1771, they finally determined to proceed

to aclion without further delay. On the

firft day of January every year, it was

cuftornary at Copenhagen for the populace

to
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to afTemble near the Royal Palace, where

an ox, roafted whole, was distributed among
them. As the Court and Royal Family

ufually aflifted at this feftivity ; the Queen
Matilda had fignified her intention of being

prefent, accompanied by the King, and

their ordinary attendants. Such an occa-

fion appeared too favourable to be neglect-

ed. The partizans of Juliana Maria an4

Prince Frederic, having gained over a fuf-

ficient number cf the foldiery, came to a

refolution of breaking in among the crowd,

arrefting their opponents, and even of

putting them to death upon the fpot, if

any refiftance were attempted. Nothing

could have prevented the fuccefs of the

plan, which would have been greatly faci-

litated by the confufion arifmg from the

aflemblage of people ; but it was difcon-

certed when near its execution, by an ano-

nymous warning fent to a nobleman in

the Queen Matilda's houfehold, enjoining

him to be abfent, if he regarded his fafety.

He immediately communicated to her

7 Majefty
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Majefty this alarming intimation, which

(lie by no means defpifed ;
and on pretence

of indifpofition, ftie announced her refolu-

tion not to be prefent at the ceremony.

So unexpected a failure on her part, truf-

trated the project, without infpiring her or

her adherents with fufficient caution againft

future attempts of a fimilar nature ; while

their enemies, difconcerted but not difheart-

ened, prepared to renew their attack under

more favourable circumftances.

They at length refolved to feize on the

Queen Matilda, and the principal perfons

attached to her, at the clofe of a mafked

ball, which was to be given in the Royal

Palace, upon the ijth of January 1772.
Count Rantzau undertook the delicate com-

miffion of perfuading the King to fign the

order for the purpofe, and of putting it

afterwards into execution. To Roller

Banner was affigned the important tafk of

arrefting Struenfee
;

and all the inferior

arrangements for enfuring fuccefs, were

fettled with great dexterity. They were

never*
-
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neverthelefs on the point of being over-

turned, at the very moment when all was

ripe for action. Rantzau, upon whofe

courage, fidelity, and fecrecy, no reliance

could be placed, determined not only to

withdraw his affiftance from the party in

which he had enlifted, but to reveal the

whole confpiracy to Struenfee. On the

afternoon of the ijth of January, only a

few hours before the ball was to begin,

he wrote to the minifter, deiiring to fee

him at his own apartments, upon bufmefs

of the utmoft importance. Struenfee in-

tended to have gone thither
; but, being

detained by a variety of affairs till it grew

late, he went flrait to the ball, and thereby

loft the faireft occafion of extricating him-

felf from deftruction.

Rantzau, thus difappointed in his defign

of betraying his aflbciates, was not the lefs

refolved to renounce all further participa-

tion in their fchemes. He fent a mefTage

therefore to the Queen Dowager, acquaint-

ing her that he ihould be unable to come

to
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to the Palace, or to execute the part

afligned him in the projected revolution,

on account of a violent attack of the gout>

to which difeafe he was conflitutionally

fubjecl:. In order to fupport the deception,

he caufed his legs to be wrapped in

flannels. This i meflage, at once embar-

raffing and unexpected, threw the perfons

to whom it was addrelTedj into the utmoft

confirmation. But, the fpirit and decifion

of Koller Banner foon furmounted Rant-

zau's pretended indifpofition. Having en-

treated the Queen Juliana Maria not to

be alarmed, and confcious of the mo-

tives from which Rantzau a&ed, Koller

Banner fent his own fedan chair to the

Count's houfe. It was accompanied by
two grenadiers with their bayonets fixed,

who had pofitive orders 'to put him into

the chair at all events, and to coriducYhini

to the Palace without an inflant's delay;

They were authorized to ufe force, if necS*-

fary ;
but Rantzau, aware that refiftance

was vain, fubmitted, was carded t'rfouit,

and
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and performed the fervice expelled from

him. Koller Banner was the animating
foul of the enterprize, to whofe coolnefs,

prefence of mind, and intrepidity, its

fuccefs muft be principally attributed.

During the whole night, while at the ball,

he maintained the utmoil ferenity of de-

portment, and played at the fame game of

cards with Monfieur Berger, whom he im-

mediately afterwards arrefted.

Two circumftances which took place in

the courfe of the evening, excited remark,

and ought to have awakened fufpicion.

The King, Queen, and their attendants,

entered the ball room before ten o'clock ;

but Prince Frederic, contrary to his ufual

cuftom, and in fome meafure contrary to

the refped due from him towards their Ma-

jefties,
did not arrive till more than an hour

later. His countenance was flufhed, and

his difordered looks betrayed the agitation

of his mind. As foon as he came, the Queen

advancing towards him faid,
" Vous venez

" d'arriver bien tard, mon frerc : Qu'avez

VOUS?"
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" VOU9 ?"
"

C'eft que j'ai eu des affaires,

"
Madame," replied he.

"
II me femble,"

anfwered fhe gaily,
"

que vous auriez

" mieux fait de penfer a vos plaifirs qu'a
" vos affaires, pendant une foiree de bal."

The Prince made little or no reply, and the

converfation ended. The other incident

was flill more calculated to have alarmed

Struenfee, if he had not
,

overlooked it, or

had not omitted the neccfTary precautions

for his fafety. As he was confcious of his

own unpopularity, and dreaded fome corn-

motion among the people, he had furround-

ed the ball-room with guards, on whofe

fidelity he knew or belirved he could rely.

But, the officer who commanded them,

having been gained by the oppofite party,

changed the foldiers. The alteration was

even noticed by fome of Struenfee's friends,

though it did not imprefs them with fuffi-

cient apprehenfion, to produce any inquiry
in confequence.

Between twelve and one o'clock the

King quitted the room, and retired. The

Queen,
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Queen, who continued there to a later hour,

fupped with a large party in her own box,

to which Prince Frederic was not admitted

nor invited. After dancing the greater

part of the night with Struenfee, her

Majefty and he both withdrew nearly at

the fame time, about three o'clock. The

company foon followed, and the two laft

perfons who remained in the ball-room,

were Brandt and the Countefs d'Oftein,

between whom there fubiifted an attach-

ment. They were engaged in converfa-

tion, when the mailer of the revels went

up to Brandt, and faid,
"

Every one is

gone ;
I muft order the lights to be extin-

guifhed."
"

1 will give directions for that

purpofe," replied he ;

" leave it to me."

A fingular fatality feems to have attended

the Queen and her friends. In order to

feize upon fo numerous a body of men,

many of whom, it was unqueftionable,

would refift, if they were not taken by

furprize, and feparately, it was requifite to

attack them when unprepared and alone.

The
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The Countefs d'Oftein had invited a feled

company of ladies and gentlemen, among
whom were Struenfee and Brandt, to drink

tea in her apartments, after the conclufion

of the balK If this party had taken place,

it would have fruftrated the plans of the

Queen Dowager and her ion. They
would probably have efteemed it too dan-

ge:ous, to aitack feveral of the firft men in

Denmark, collected together in one room,

who were capable of refiftance, and might

have either efcaped, or have defended thein-

felves fuccefsfully. In fuch an attempt the

Royal Palace, where the principal among
them were lodged, muft have been ren-

dered a fcene of blood and horror. Bu%
one of the ladies who was invited, Ma*

dame de Schimmelman, having a violent

head-ach, exculed herfelf: Madame deBu-

low, unwilling to go without her friend,

made her excufes likewife
; and the Coun-

tefs d'Oftein being then the only remain-

ing female of the party, it was aban-

doned. Every one retired to their re<*

VOL. I. F fpediv*
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fpeclive apartments, and left the chiefs of

the enterprize free to commence their ope-

-rations.

The moment for action was now arrived.

Rantzau, without lofs of time, entering

the bedchamber of the King, awoke him,

and acquainted him that . there exifted a

confpiracy againft his perfon and dignity,

at the head of which were his wife, Stru-

t-nice, and various of their aflbciates. He
then beibught his Majefty to confult his

own fecurity, by inftantly iigning an order

for their arreft, which Rantzau tendered

him ; ufmg every argument to enforce

his felicitations. But, Chriftian, though

feeble in mind, and taken by fur-prize, not

only heiitatcd, but refilled to affix his

name to the paper. The Queen Dowager
and Prince Frederic were therefore called in

to liia bediide ;
and by means of expoilula-

ticns, -fupported by exaggerated or falfe rc-

prefentations of the danger which he in-

curred from delay, they at length procured

his relu&ant confent. He figned the or-

-

der,
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der, which was immediately carried into

execution.

Roller Banner repairing to Struenfee*s

chamber, forced open the door> and feized

him in his bed. He was afleep when this

event took place, for which he was fo totally

unprepared, that having no cloaths near

the bedfide, except his mafquerade drefs,

he was neceffitated to put on the Domino

breeches which he had worn at the ball,

for want of any others. The weather

being extremely cold, he was permitted

to wrap himfelf in his fur cloak, and they;

then conveyed him in a coach to the

citadel. While Roller Banner arrefted

Struenfee, Beringmold, a man of a defpe-

rate but intrepid character, accompanied

by fome foldiers, entered the room in

^which Brandt was lodged* Unlike Stru-

enfee, he ftarted up, feized his fword, and

prepared for refiftance ; but on the foldiers>

by Beringmold's orders, levelling their

pieces, and threatening to fire on him, he

gave up his fword, and furrendered him-

F 2 felf
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felf prifoner. In the fame manner as his

companion in misfortune, he was inftantly

conducted under a guard, in a coach, to

the citadel. Various other noblemen and

gentlemen, their adherents, were at the

fame time put into a (late of arreft, or had

cendners placed at the door of their apart-

ments.

But the moft dangerous and important

act of the enterprife flill remained to

perform ; that of arrefting the Queen
Matilda. After retiring from the ball, fhe

continued ibme time in her own room,

before ihe went to bed, occupied in fuckling

her little daughter, who was ftill at the

breaft. Struenfee's chamber being fituated

directly under the Queen's, the noife made

by Roller Banner in feizing his perfon,

was indiflincUy heard by her Majefty.

She by no means however attributed it

to the real caufe. On the contrary, ima-

ginihg that the difturbance was occafioned

by the company, which, as me knew, was to

meet in the apartment of Madame d' Oftein,

and
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and which party, fhe concluded, had been

transferred to Struenfee's ;
me ordered one*

of her women to go down, and to reqiied

them to be lefs intemperate in their mirth,

as they would otherwife prevent her from,

taking any repofe. The woman did not

return : the noife ceafed ; and the Queer*

having foon retired to reft, fell into a pro-

found fleep.

It was about five o'clock in the morning,

when fhe was awakened by a Danilh fe-

male attendant, who always lay in the ad-

joining room. Holding a candle in one

hand, {he held out a paper to the Queen
in the other, which, with marks of agita-

tion, fhe requefted of her Majefty to perufe.

It contained a requeft, rather than an order,

couched in very concife, but very refpectful

terms, ftating that
" the King of Denmark,

for reafons of a private nature, wiflied

her to remove to one of the Royal Palaces

in the country, fo* a few 'days." The

Queen, in her firft furprize, had imagined
that the note which fhe faw in her wo-

J- 3 man's
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hand, came from the Baron de Bu-

low, her matter of the horfe
; and that

its purport was to enquire, whether it

was her pleafure to hunt on that day.

But, no fooner had fhe caft her eye over

the paper, and read its contents, with the

Royal fignature annexed, than fhe inftant-

ly comprehended the nature and extent

of her misfortune. Confcious that if fhe

could only gain accefs to the King, fhe

could in a moment overturn the plans of

her enemies, fhe fprung out of bed
; and

without waiting to put on any thing ex-

cept a petticoat and fhoes, fhe rufhed into

the antichamber. There, the firft object

which fhe met was Count Rantzau, feated

quietly in a chair. Recollecting then her

difhevelled ftate, fhe cried out,
" Eloi-

gnez vous, Monfieur le Comte, pour ramour

de Dieu, car je ne fuis pas prefentable."

She immediately ran back into her cham-

ber, and haftily threw on fome cloaths,

affifted by her women.

On
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On attempting a fecond time to leave

her room, (he found that Rantzau had

withdrawn himfelf, but had ftationcd an

officer in the door-way, who' oppofed he

further pafl'age. Rendered aknoft frantic

by this infult, added to her diftrefs, fhe

feized him by the harr, demanding to fee

Count Struerifee, or the King.
''' " Ma-

i " r j i, T 7 < 3 S*'-^ i

dam, laid he,
"

I only do my duty, ana
i

J ' ifr'*T
i i T^U

' ~" ')0n !

f^
obey my orders. There is no Count

'.'

" e

Struenfee now, nor can your Majefty fee
.

the Kinc;." Having, pufhed him afide^O 1 1 r O 1 r

fhe advanced to the door of the anti-
{
1 1 .* . i

chamber, where two foldiers had crofl-

ed their firelocks, in order to flop heir

progrefs.
The Queen commanded them

to let her pafs, and added promifes. of re-

ward if they obeyed. Both the foldiers

fell on their knees, and one of them faid in

Danifh,
"

It is a- fad duty, but we rruiIB

perform it. Our heads are anfwerabley^

we allow your Majefty to pafs." As no

eric, h6wever, dared to lay hands upon''

F4 the
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the (,)ueen, fhe ftepped over the mufkets

which were croffed, and ran half wild,

along the ' orridofe, to the King's apart-

dent. She even forced her way into it by
violence

;
but her enemies, aware that fhe

might try to gain admittance, and juftly

apprehenfive of her influence over him,

had taken the precaution of removing him

betimes, to another part of the Palace.

Exhaufted by the agitation of her mind,

and by fuch exertions of body, the Queen,

attempted no further refinance. She re-

turned to her own chamber, where me was

aided to drefs herfelf, and informed that (he

muft inftantly quit Copenhagen. Rantzau

had the infolence to fay to her, alluding to

his gouty feet,
" Vous voyez, Madame,

que mes pieds me manquent ; mais, mes

bras font libres, et j'en ofrrirai un a votre

Majefte, pour Paider a monter en voiture.'*

She was then put into a coach, which

waited for her at the door near the.

chapel of the Palace. Two ladies, a maid

fervant, the little Princefs her daughter,

whom
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whom me fuckled, and a Major in the

Damfli fervice, got into the carriage with

her. They took the road to Cronfbourg,

a diftance of about twenty-four miles,

which, as they drove at a great rate, they

foon reached, and in which fortrefs the

Queen was confined.

Having thus minutely related the parti-

culars of that extraordinary night, it is not

my intention to enter on any of the" events

which followed. They were in general

matters of notoriety. All Europe knows

the tragical cataftrophe of Brandt and Stru-

enfee ;
the former of whom fufFered for

his political and private connection with

the Minifter and favourite of the Queen
Matilda. It was not the blow given by
him to Chriftian the feventh, that brought

him to the block. That imprudent acl:

ierved, indeed, for a pretext .on which to

found the accufation
;

but was not his real

crime. While in prifon he was always

gay, and never appeared to apprehend that

he mould be put to death. His flute con-

ftituted his principal rcfource, and he was



MEMOIRS -Of THE

accuftoroed frequently to' play the air in- .the

<c

Deferteur," beginning,
"

Mourir, c'eft

notre dernier refibrt."

Struenfee was as much his fuperior in,

talents, as he fell beneath Brandt in, per*

fonal courage. While confined in the

citadel, Struenfee drew up his famous, con-

fefllon : a competition which did more

honour to his ability as a writer, than to his

constancy or fortitude as a man. In it he

avowed, or divulged, more than his enemies

probably expected ; perhaps, more than was

even true. At the fcaffold he manifefted

contrition, as well as pufillanimity, while

Brandt met his pimimment with a fort of

carelefs and unprincipled intrepidity. The

fate of the imprifoned Queen was long

doubtful, and me probably owed to her

near alliance with the King of Great Bri-

tain, that meafures of extreme feverity

were nor adopted againft her, by the new

miniflry of Denmark. It was propofed to

immure her for life, in fome of the prifons
.. .

' *

of ftate
,j
and the Caftle of Aabourg in the

peninfula of Jutland, a folitary and fequef-
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tered province of the Danifh dominions,,

was once deftined for the purpofe. But,

the powerful and fpirited interpofition ot

the Britiih Crown procured her releafer

after pafling more than four months in the

fortrefs of Cronfbourg. She embarked

from Elfineur, in the end of May 1772,

and landed at Stade in the Hanoverian

dominions, where fhe was received with,

diftinguimed honours.

It was neverthelefs matter of embarrafT-

ment and difficulty, to fix the precife place

for her future refidence
; as neither the

ftate of her finances, nor the peculiar

circumftances attending her fituation,

feemed to dictate Hanover. The Caftle of

Zell, more retired from public notice,

feemed better adapted in many refpects.

But, it had not been inhabited, except at

fhort intervals, for near feventy years, and

required confiderable repairs in order to

render it commodious. The Queen there-

fore was carried during the fummer, to a

i

little hunting feat, in a remote part of the

Electorate, not far from the banks of the

.Elbe,
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Elbe, named Gceurde, belonging to her

brother, His Britannic Majefty. She re-

mained there in profound retirement, with

only a few attendants, till the autumn,

when (he repaired to the Caftle of Zell,

which had been intermediately renderej

lit for her reception. The liberality of

the King of Great Britain provided her a

becoming houfehold, compofed principally

of Hanoverian nobility of both fexes.

The Queen, who was under no fort of re-

ftraint or confinement, except that which

her rank and dignity neceffarily impofed,

had frequent drawing-rooms, at which

perfons of condition were prefented ;
and

A theatre was fitted up for her amufement

in the Caftle, where dramatic pieces were

frequently performed.

Her table, if not fplendkl, was ele-

gant ; and the Queen's affability, added

tp her natural cheerful nefs of temper,

rendered her little Court more than com-

nionly agreeable. Her pleafures, indeed,

were extremely limited, from the nature

of her pecuniary reiburces : for fuch

was
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was the- generofity of her difpofition, that

it exhaufled her means, and frequently left

her almoft deftitute of money. But me
was well repaid by the general attachment

which me infpired. Never was any Princefs

more univerfally beloved
;
and never were

the advantages of adverfity, on a mind na-

turally ftrong, well difpofed, and good,

more ftrikingly exemplified than in her.

She pofTefied excellent talents, numerous

refources, and great accomplishments. Had

her life been prolonged, me would no

doubt have made ample atonement for the

errors, into which youth, inexperience, and

flattery, had precipitated her while on the

throne of Denmark. She was unfortu-

nately matched away in the prime of life,

at twenty-four years of age, and after

a refidence of fcarcely more than two

years and a half at Zell. I drew from

Mantel, her valet-de-chambre, whom I

have already mentioned, and who attended

her to the lad moment, the minute detail

of all the circumftances attending her illnefs
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and death. They are too interefting, as

well as authentic, not to preferve them^

as nearly as pofiible, in. Mantel's
'

exacT:

words. The fimplicity of the narration

is more affecting, than any ftudied re-

cital.

" The Queen," faid he,
" who was of

" a plethoric habit of body, had been

"
always conflitutionally fubjecl to inflam-

" mations in her throat; and the weather at

" the time when fhe died, was uncommonly
"

Vv
Tarm. On Thurfday the 4th of May

"
1775, fhe rofe, as was her cuftom, rather

<s

early, and walked out. The ladies who
"

accompanied her Majei'ly, though they
u ufed many entreaties, could not prevail
* c on her to wear a capuchin, and fhe re-

tc turned after a long walk of about tw(>

" hours. When fhe entered the Caftle, I

" met her. Letting her arms fall, as if

"
fatigued, fhe faid,

"
Mantel, I am not

" well ; I am exceedingly tired, and have

"
paffed a reftlefs night." I brought in

'*

breakfaft, and fhe continued very Ian-

g 4
"

guidj
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"
guid ;

but neverthelefs, made her ap-
"

pearance at dinner, though fhe eat little

" or nothing. In the afternoon, fhe com-
"

plained for the firft time, that her throat

"
gave her pain, and felt inflamed. When

" the card tables were placed in the even-

"
ing as ufual, fhe was too much indif-

"
pofed, to be able to take any part in the

" diverfion. The ladies about her, pro-
"

pofed therefore, to have a fofa brought,
" in order that fhe might lie down, and
*' look on while they played. Perceiving
" that the Queen was very ill, I prefumed
" to offer my" advice, that fhe fhould
"

go immediately to bed, to which fhe

"
confented, and ordered her women to

" undrefs her. I then implored her to

" fend for Leyfer her phyfician, which fhe

"
at firft refufed

;
but on my repeated im-

"
portunity, permitted me to call him in to

" her affiftance. As foon as he had felt her
"

pulfe, he was greatly alarmed. "Mantel,"
**

faid the Queen to me, when he was
"

gone,
"

I atn very ill, and I fully be-

"
lieve
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"
lieve-I mail die." Though I affected to

u
treat her opinion as unfounded, I was

" not the lefs deeply impreiTed with a

"
conviction, that me was in imminent

ce

danger.
" On the enfuing day the fymptoms

** became worfe, and upon Saturday, erup-
"

tions appeared all over her body. Zim-
"

merman, the celebrated phyfician, being
"

fent for from Hanover, arrived on the

44
Sunday ; but, her diforder, which was a

5

putrid fever of a very malignant nature,
e

already affumed the moft alarming afpect,
" and left fcarcely any hopes of her re-

"
covery. On Monday, the Queen's voice

"
began to grow inarticulate, but fhe pre-

" ferved her fenfes perfectly. I fat by her
"

Majefly continually, night and day,
"

though /he many times commanded me
4t to leave her, and go to reft, as I mufl
4t have need of ileep. I was however ab-

" fent only a few minutes at intervals,

"
in order to take fome refrefliment. At

"
length, on the Tuefday, which was the

iJ

day
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"
day preceding her death, as all her

" female attendants were exhaufted with

"
watching, and I was become myfelf al-

" moft incapable of further exertion or

"
fervice, a common "

Fille de Garderobe"
" was permitted to attend her Majefty.
" This girl was the only perfon who caught
" the Queen's diftemper, though it was
"

certainly malignant and infectious in

u a high degree. She was feized with
" a violent fever, the fymptoms of

" which exactly refembled thofe of the

"
Queen's malady ; but, after ftruggling

" with it for three weeks, the^ girl re-

" covered.

"
During the two laft days, the phyfi-

" cians pronounced her Majefty's cafe

"
defperate and hopelefs. Her ftrength

"
gradually failed, her voice was quite

"
extincl:, and her fenfes alone remained

"
perfect. On Wednefday, the loth of

"
May, I plainly perceived her diflblution

"
approaching ; and that night, about ten

" minutes after eleven o'clock, Ihe ex-

VOL. j. p * c

pired.
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"
pired. Her -women would not, how-r

"
ever, be perfuaded that me was dead ;

"
they laid her head on the pillow, and

" dreffed her, ftill flattering th&mfelves

" that Ihe had life remaining. But fhe

* c was fcarcely cold, before the body began
" to change. At five o'clock on Thurfday
"

morning, the alteration was very per-
Cf

ceptible ;
and all the fpots on her face

" and neck, which while fhe was alive,
i

<{ were red or purple, afTumed a black

" colour. So rapid and imiverfal a morti-

"
fication fucceeded, that it became im-

<c
practicable to preferve, or to embalm the

**
body. She was, therefore, put into lead

" without delay, and her funeral was per-
" formed on Friday the I2th, at midnight.
"

It was an awful and affecling folemnity,
u the corpfe being followed by an immenfe
" multitude of weeping attendants. All

"
Royal honours were paid her, and fhe

" was depofited in the vault of the Dukes
" of Zell, near the coffin of Sophia,

^ Princefs of Hanover."

Thefe



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 83

Thefe were the exact particulars of the

Queen Matilda's death, as Mantel related

them to me. When he had concluded, I

afked if there was any foundation for a

ftory, which had been circulated in London,

and to which fome credit was attached ;

that he had caught her illnefs from one of

her pages whom me had vifited, and who

was carried off by a fimilar malignant

diftemper ?
" There certainly was," an-

fvvered he,
" in her houfehold, a page, who

*' died eight days before the Queen's fei-

"
zure. The diforder which occalioned

" his death, was a very fcorbutic habit of
"

body, attended with ulcers and fwelling
" in the legs. As he expired in the Caftle

<l of Zell, the corpfe, when about to be in-

"
terred, was laid out in a coffin not clofed

"
down, and placed in a fmall room of one

" of the towers, over which was another,
" where her Majefty frequently remained.
** The two apartments communicated by a
"

little winding ftaircafe. Before the fune-
"

ral commenced, the Queen exprefled a

G 3 "
great
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"
great defire to look at the body ; but, her

"
ladies oppofed it, and reprefented to her

how injudicious, as well as hazardous,
" fuch a curiofity might prove. In defiance

" of their remonflrances, fhe perfifted ner-

*6 verthelefs in her wilh, and went down
" with that intent, to the chamber in which
" the body lay ; but, aware of her defign,
a I had locked the door, and removed the

<c
key. When fhe demanded it, I affured her

*' it could not be found
;
and after feveral

" vain endeavours,, fhe therefore returned

"
to her own room. It happening in the

afternoon, I brought tea to her Majefty.

We thought that fhe had given up any
further intention of looking at the page ;

<c
when, in a few minutes fhe fuddenly

<c ftarted up, and before any of the ladies

i
c

prefent could interpofe to prevent or

^ c

flop her, fhe ran down to the chamber

<c where lay the corpfe. Unfortunately,
* c the door was then open : fhe ftept in,

^ and flaid about a minute, not longer, re-

f
*

garding it attentively ; but, fhe exprefled

"

*

" no
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'

11 no particular horror or emotion at the

"
fight, more than was natural on con-

"
templating fuch an object. I neither

" believe that the body could cdmmuni-
"

cate any infection, nor is it my opinion
" that ihe ftaid long enough, had there

" been any, for her to receive it. Whether
" the incident might have made a deep, or

injurious impreffion on her imagination,
"

is certainly difficult to fay. I cannot

" however in any degree impute the

"
Queen's confequent illnefs and death, to

"
this circumftance."

I defired him to inform me, if there

was any lhadow of reafon for fufpecting

that poifon, or other unnatural means had

been ufed, to produce her death.
" God

"
only knows," faid he: "

I think, not.

" The inhabitants of Zell are all as firmly
"

perfuaded of her having been poifoned,
" as if they had feen her fwallow it. They
" accufe an Italian of having adminiftered

"
it to her, though the man had not ap-

<c

proathed her perfon, for near or quite a

03 "
year
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"
year before her deceafe. He had been irtr

" the fervice of the Great Duke of Tuf-

cany*, and being recommended to her

Majefty for a fteward, was fent her from
" Vienna. He proved to be a moft profli-

gate, unprincipled man. When he ar-

rived at Zell, he brought with him a

very pretty young woman, whom he
" called his daughter, though me was in

"
reality his miftrefs. While he ftayed

"
here, he contracted a number of debts,

" and being unable to difcharge them, he
" went off with his miftrefs, to Brunfwic
" and Berlin. He has not been heard of
"

fince. The credulous and prejudiced
"

people accufe him of having been gained
"

by the Danifh Court
;
and believe, that

" he adminiftered a flow poifon to the

Queen, before his departure ; but, I am
" not at all inclined to join in fuch a
"

fufpicion."

* The fame who has fnee been Empercr, by the

name of Leopold the Second.

If

u
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If Mantel's evidence and opinion were

not fufficient to do away fo unjuft and

abfurd an imputation, the circumftances of

the' Queen of Denmark's diforder, as well

as a knowledge of the general ftate of her

health and conftitution, would fuffice, in

my judgment, to difprove the idea gf

poifon. I have already remarked, that fhe

was of a very full habit, and at all times

inclined to inflammatory complaints. She

Had been twice attacked with a fever, fimilar

to that which carried her off, in the -courfe

of the year preceding her deceafe. The

month of May 1775 began with very

warm weather ;
and the Queen who was

accuftomed to ufe violent exercife, had pro-

bably over-heated her blood by walking.

When thefe particulars are impartially

confidered, they fufficiently explain the

caufes of her death, without having re-

courfe to poifon, or to infection.

In her perfon fhe was more than agree-

able, and might be pronounced handfome,

had {he not been too large. It is probable,

04- if
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if fhe had lived many years, fhe would

have become corpulent, though fhe endea-

voured by temperance and fevere exercife,

to reprefs that tendency. Her complexion,

like all the Princes of her Houfe, was very

fair, her nofe well formed, her eyes elo-

quent and expreffive, her under-lip too

large ;
and in fpeaking, fhe had a degree

of quicknefs, which neverthelefs became

her. She had fine teeth, fmall and regular,

Of her manners, as well as of her talents,

accomplifhments and qualities of mind, I

have already made mention. When her

hiftory is better known, and more im-

partially appreciated, pofterity will do

juftice to her memory. They will place

her, if not among the number of great,

yet certainly in the lift of amiable and

unfortunate Princeffes. They will con-

fider her errors as thj refult more of

fituation, example, and court-fedudion,

than of character or intention. That they

were overbalanced and obliterated by her

misfortunes, cannot be denied. Her early

death
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death renders her peculiarly an object, at

once of commiferation and of regret. It

took place at a very critical moment, and

is not the leaft fmgular circumftance at-

tending her deftiny. I fhall probably renew

my correfpondence from Berlin.
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LETTER III.

Bnmfiylc.ReigningDuchefs of Brunfwic Wolfefe

buttle. Berlin. Defcription of that Capital.

BERLIN, Ofloler igth, 1777.

rN my journey from Zell to this city, I

*
pafled three or four days at Brunfwic, on

all ofwhich I dined or fupped at Court. The

Hereditary Prince, to my great regret, was

abfent ;
his military duty and rank in the

Pruffian forces obliging him to be at Potz-

dam, where the reviews and manoeuvres

are about to commence, which are per-

formed there every autumn. The Heredi-

tary Princefs, to whom I had the honour

of being known, during the life of the

late Queen of Denmark, at Zell, received

me very gracioufly : but I fhould be un-

grateful, if I did not mention in a dif-

tinguifhed manner, the marks of attention

which I received during my ftay, from

the reigning Duchefs of Brunfwic. She

is
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is a fitter of the prefent King of Pruffia,

and poffefles no inconfiderable portion of

the genius, as well as fuperiority of mind,

which in this age peculiarly characterize

the Family of Brandenburg, as they did

in the laft, the Houfe of
, Orange.

Time has by no means enfeebled her

mental powers, or diminifhed the animation

which pervades her difcourfe, though fhe

has already pafled her fixtieth year. She

did me the honour to converfe with me

repeatedly and unrefervedly, upon many
topics. Hiftory, polite letters, poetry,

philofophy, travels, were all familiar to

her. I have fcarcely ever met with a wo-

man in any walk of life, who poflefTed an

underftanding more enlarged and culti-

vated. She remembers George the Firft,

whom me had feen in her early youth at

Berlin
;

and me recounted to me feme

interefting anecdotes relative to him, as

well as to the old Electrefs Sophia, her

great grand-mother. More than once, in

the courfe of our converfation, me lamented

9* the
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the fetters that her rank impofed on her, arid

the inability which it inflidted of vifiting

the various countries of Europe.
" How

"
much," faid fhe to me,

" do I envy
a
you that gratification, the renunciation

" of which is dearly purchafed by all that

*'
birth, or fortune, or elevation can be-

" flow !" I was as much penetrated with

her condefcenfion and unreferve, as I was

charmed by her capacity and love of know*

ledge. If fhe had been placed on a more

confpicuous theatre, fhe would, I am per-

fuaded, have acquired great celebrity : but

{he is loft in a German Court of the fecond

order, fuch as Brunfwic. Who would

ever have heard of Catherine the Second,

had fhe remained at Stettin, or at Zerbft,

In her original obfcurity ? It is fortune

alone which can call out extraordinary

abilities, and place them in their proper

fphere. Neither Richlieu, nor Colbert,

nor Alberoni, however eminent their ta-

lents, would have denied their obligations

to her.

I have
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I have faid nothing to you of the Reign-

ing Duke of Brunfwic, who is now about

fixty-four, and little more than a ruin. I

was prefemed to him; but he no longer

eats in public, fmce he has been vifited

by a paralytic ftroke, fifteen months ago.

It is neverthelefs eafy to perceive, in fpite

of his perfonal infirmities, that he has

formerly been handfome and well-made.

His articulation is become very indiftind:,

and his conftitution totally enfeebled. I

could not look at him, without reflecting

on the different deftiny of his two brothers.

One, the unfortunate Anthony Ulrick,

(father of the more wretched Ivan the

Third, Emperor of Ruflia,) (till, I believe,

exifts at Kolmogory, near Archangel,

among the perpetual fnows, in the vicinity

of the Ardic Circle. The other, Prince

Ferdinand, commanded, as you will recoi-

led, with diftinguifhed reputation, the allied

armies, during the laft war in Germany,
and is now altogether retired from public life.

On quitting Brunfwic, which I could not

do without regret, the Hereditary Princefs,

as
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as a proof of her protection, gave me letters

of introduction for the Hereditary Prince,

her hufband ;
as did the Princefs Dorothea,

for Prince Frederic of Brimfwic, her brother.

To the politenefs and attention of the latter,

I have great obligations, for rendering my
ftay in Berlin agreeable, as well as ufeful.

He is, like all the Princes of his family,

in the fervice of Pruffia
;

and during the

greater part of the year, he refides in this

capital. But, he has apartments likewife at

the Palace of " Sans Souci," and is one of the

few whom the King diftinguifhes by marks

of his peculiar regard and affection. It is

from Prince Frederic of Brunfwic, that I

have received the only minute detail of his

uncle's private life, occupations, pleafures,

and manner of appropriating his time :

particulars,
on the accuracy and exactitude

of which the mod perfect reliance may be

placed, and which are objects of the moffc

liberal curiofity !

I muft here premife, that I have not

been prefented to his Pruffian Majefty ;

a misfortune,, as well as a diftinction,

for
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for which T am indebted to the " Tour
" round the Baltic." N The freedom with

which I ventured to animadvert in that

work, on the partition of Poland, and par-

ticularly on the treatment of the city of

Dantzic by Frederic, have excited his re-

fentment. It was fignified, through the

medium of his minifter, to the Britifh En-

voy Mr. Elliot, that my being prefented at

Court would not be agreeable. I am at a

lofs to determine, whether I ought to con-

fider fuch an exclufion as fubject of pride,

or of mortification ; fmce I certainly can-

not either repent, or retracl: the fentiments

which have occafioned it. But, the friend-

fhip of Prince Frederic has procured me
an occafion of feeing him more agreeably

than at his levee, by fending an officer who

conducted me, a few mornings ago, to the

Princefs Amelia's Palace, in the " Rue Guil-
**
laume," where his Majefty breakfafted.

I had there the gratification of con-

fidering him for a few minutes, diverted

of the reftraint impofed by the forms

of
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of a Court. The King of Pruffia, un-

like moft of the other Sovereigns of

Europe, is neither to be feen, except on

very particular occafions, by vifiting the

capital of his dominions
;
nor is it at Berlin

that his character can be ftudied, nor his

actions inveftigated. So limited and re-

ftrained is the communication between

this metropolis and Potzdam,. that fcarcely

any thing tranfpires here which is tranf-

acted there, till feveral days afterwards.

The King may be dangeroufly indifpofed,

without its being generally known, or

without the nature of his illnefs being well

underflood. At Vienna, and at Drefden,

they are often better acquainted with the

private tranfactions of Frederic, than in his

own capital, only twenty miles from the

place of his refidence. Such is the policy,

and fuch are the precautions of that able

and extraordinary Prince !

Before, however, I enter on the examin-

ation of his character, and the leading

events of his Reign, I muft fay a few words

relative
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relative to Berlin. They fhall be few, in

compliance with the principle which I

have laid down, of defcribing men, not

citicp. Unlike Paris, London, or Madrid,

this place recalls to the beholder at every

ftep, the image, the genius, and the actions

of the reigning Sovereign. It is a mirror,

in which Frederic is perpetually feen, either

as the General, the Architect, or the

Matter. Peter the Great is not more con-

ftantly prefent to the imagination at Peterf-

burgh, than the prefent King of Pruffia at

Berlin. He is befides, the Palladia of his

own Capital. I have feen him riding

(lowly through the principal ftreets, ac-

companied only by his nephew Prince

Frederic of Brimfwic, a General Officer,

and three or four attendants
; giving exact

directions relative to every ftructure, and

examining with his glafs at his eye, the

progrefs of the works undertaken for its

embelliihment.

Like Peterfburgh, this city is magni-

ficent, regular, and has fprung up fince the

VOL. I. II beginning
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beginning of the prefent century. It

exifted indeed previoufly; but, only eighty

years ago, it contained no more than

twenty-five thoufand inhabitants. They
now eftimate the population at above a

hundred and twenty thoufand. In the cen-

tre of Berlin, a ftranger finds himfelf com-

pletely furrounded by a groupe of palaces

or public buildings, of the moft ftriking

kind. Several owe their conftruclion to the

prefent King ;
and on the front of the

Opera Houfe, which he built at the begin-

ning of his reign, we read the fhort and

claffic inscription affixed by himfelf,
" Fre-

" dericus Rex, Apollini, et Mufis." His

univerfal and creative genius has however

been conftantly intent on maintaining the

fpirit of military enthufiaftn, in the midft of

peace, and among all the difplay of archi-

tecture, Safte, or magnificence. We never

ceafe to recollect that we are in a country,

where from the fovercign to the peafant,

every man is born a foldier. But, it is in

the Garrifon Church, that thofe feelings

are
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are peculiarly awakened, animated, and

called into action.

I was prefent at the fervice performed

there, fome days ago. Nothing in ancient

Rome, or Sparta, could have been more

ably and artfully calculated to mix the love

of glory with the rites of religious worfhip.

Nothing can be more calculated to raife the

Pruffian foldier in his own eftimation, above

thofe of other European States. No relics,

iaints, or fhrines are there to be found :

the mufic, ornaments, and decorations are

all military, and all appropriate. Trophies

and enfigns, gained in battle, float from the

roof in every part of the edifice. They
remind the veteran of his paft exploits, and

Carry him, in the midft of devotion, to the

fcene of his valour at Rofbach, at LifTa, or

at Torgau. They foften the anguiih of his

wounds, awaken the moft grateful recol-

lections in his bofom, and render him a

participator in the fame of his Sovereign.

The four heroes of the Pruffian monarchy
who fell In battle, Schwerin, Keith,

H 2 AVinter-
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Winterfeldt, and Kleift, are elevated on

four pedeftals, furmounted with emblems

of war and victory. He who can refift

the combined effecl: of fo many objects,,

adding at once upon the fenfes, the affec-

tions, and the underftanding, muft be en-

dowed with more than common apathy.

If, however, Berlin ftrikes by its regular-

ity and the magnificence of its public build-

ings, it impreiles not lefs forcibly with

a fentiment of melancholy. It is neither

enriched by commerce, enlivened by the

general relidence of the Sovereign, nor

animated by induftry, bufinefs, and free-

dom. An air of filence and dejectioa

reigns in the ftrccts, where at noon-day

fcarcely any paflengers are feen except

foldiers. The population, much as it has

augmented during the prefent reign, is

Hill very unequal to the extent and magni-

tude of the city. Oflentation and vanity,

more than utility or neceffity, feem to

have impelled Frederic to enlarge and em-

bellifli his capital. The fpleixlid fronts cf

'the
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the fmefl houfes, frequently conceal poverty

and wretchednefs. A colonnade, hardly

inferior to the Louvre, proves when in-

fpected, to be only a cafern, or a barrack.

We are iirft diiappointed, and in the end

difgufted with this deception. Peterfburgh,

though fituate in a much more inclement

latitude,, has a thoufand natural and politi-

cal advantages,, which are fought in vain

at Berlin. The Neva itfelf, at the former

city, .flowing majeftkally from the lake

JLadoga into the gulf of Finland, is at once

a fublime and pleafing object, covered with

ihipSj, -and exhibiting a fcene perpetually

varying as well as 'gay. Here, the little

river Spree creeps along, unnoticed and

forgotten. Like London, Berlin is com-

^tffed entirely of brick
;
for there are, un-

fortunately, no quarries of ftone in its vici-

nity. They mafk indeed the exterior of

the houfes with plafter or ftucco
; but it

loon falls off, and betrays the original mean-

nefs of the materials. The King too ap-

pears to be more fond of conftrucling than

H i of
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of repairing, though he compels fuch of

his fubjecl:s as build, to conform to the rules

of architecture, and to the elevation or plan

of the adjoining houfes.j c?

Nothing can be more deftitute of beauty

or fertility, than the environs of Berlin.

On every fide ftretches an expanfc of fand,

and as foon as a carriage paries the gates,

it is buried up to the axle-trees. Scarcely

any trees, except firs, are to be feen ; and

even from hence to Potzdam, the interme-

diate country is in many parts alrnoft a

wildernefs. The morafs which furrounds

Peterfburgh, is not fo dreary ;
and the

favage rocks, deftitute of vegetation, amidft

xvhich Stockholm is built, are at lead undu-

lated, romantic, and piclurefque. Even

Hanover, though certainly not placed in a

favoured pofition, or in a fertile foil, yet is

preferable in thefe refpe&s to the Pruffian

capital. I mail fay no more however upon
it

;
nor mould I have gone into fo large a

detail, if I did not confider it as intimately

connected with the character and genius of

the
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the King. Other cities are conftru&ed or

embellifhed, at leaft in fome degree, by the

people, in proportion to the commerce,

opulence, or grandeur of the State. But,

the moft beautiful part of Berlin, the

"
Fredericftadt," is almoft exclusively the

work of Frederic. The " Memoires de la

Maifon de Brandebourg" are fcarcely more

his own production. Indeed, by no means

as much fo, if we may believe thofe who

wifli to detract from his literary merit. I

am however of a different opinion ; nor

can I fee any thing in that performance,

to which, without the aid of Voltaire or

D'Alembert, the talents of the King are

unequal. It is only when he condefcends

to affect their manner, that we feel inclined

to difpute his originality.
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LETTER IV.

Examination of the CharaEler and Aflions of

Frederic the Second, King of Pruffia.

BERLIN, Ocloler 23, 1777.

TT is difficult to contemplate, and ftill

more difficult to delineate a character

fo interefting as that of the prefent King
of Pruffia, without a degree of enthufiafm

allied to- partiality. Perhaps, if we except

Casfar in antiquity, no Prince of any age

has exhibited fuch a combination of talents,*

equally adapted to the field and to the

cabinet, to active as well as fpeculative

life. But, like Csefar, he is not exempt
from infirmities, faults, and defects of

many kinds
;

in fome of which he bears

too clofe a refernblance to the Roman
Dictator. A reign of feven-and-thirty

years, pafled in perpetual viciffitudes of

war and peace, has given him fcope for

the
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the difpiay of all his abilities. His mili-

tary fkill and refources have defervedly

placed him among the f}rft,Commanders of

the prefent, century : while his bold, deci-

five, and vigorous policy has added cxten-

fivc provinces to. his dominions
;
and railed

him from a Sovereign .of "the fecond order,

almoft to; an equality wU^t.he:fu"ft
crowned

heads in Europe.
'

His . legifktive labors,

and. his heneiicial exertkms for enriching-,

peopling, and fertilizing
1 his country, ky^

claim to our approbation, and are 'wife, as-

well as highly meritorious. Even his lei-

iure has not been without utility to the

world, while it has been rendered em^

nently fubfervient^ to his own fame. His

compofitions, hift'orical, political, and poe-

tic, will be read hi: future times, if not with

admiration, at lead with pleafure. When,

we' refled on theiV circumftances, can \ve

wonder that he has, attracted the univerfal

attention of mankind, and that every other

Prince finks into comparative, obfcurity

near him ?

But,
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But, while I admit his claim to im-

mortality, I am not difpofed to be his pane-

gyrift. Much as we admire, we are little

tempted to love him. Ambition, from the

hour of his acceffion to the prefent mo-

ment, has been his only real paffion. Nei-

ther the faith of treaties, nor the laws of

nations, nor the principles of jnftice and

equity, have ever fufficiently reftrained

him from purfuing the aggrandizement of

the Pruffian monarchy. The conquefl

of Silefia, under all the circumftances,

can fcarcely be juftified : the partition

of Poland, however its injuftice may feem

to be diminifhed by the concurrence of

Auftria and Ruflia, was an act that re-

volted every mind not infenfible to the dif-

tinctions of right and wrong. His owri

glory, more than the felicity of his people,

has conftituted, at every period of his

reign, the rule of his political conduct.

Though not cruel, he is neverthelefs in

fome refpects oppreflive : though he rarely

permits capital punifhments, he exacts pe-
A

cumary
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cuniary contributions from his fubjectsj

fcarcely lefs fubverfive of their domeftic

happinefs, than would be the utmoft feve-

rity of penal laws. His vigilance, it is

true, never fleeps ;
and he is felt on the

diftant frontier of Courland, or of Cleves,

at the extremities of his dominions, almoft

as much as here at Berlin. But, fo was

Philip the Second, the moft odious tyrant

of modern times. It is for the prefervatiori

of his own greatnefs alone, that Frederic

wakes. Even his pleafures are gloomy,

philofophic, and ,

folitary. Love never in-

vaded the privacy of " Sans Souci," nor

foftened the auftere and cheerlefs hours of

Frederic's private life. He is great, but

not amiable j we render homage to his ta-

lents, his reputation, and his victories : but

we deiire to live under a more benign and

unambitious Prince. We are pleafed to

vifit Berlin, as an object of liberal curidfity;

but we prefer the refidence of London,

pf Vienna, or of Naples.

Frederic
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Frederic the Second is the old eft reigning

Sovereign in Europe, and has nearly com-

pleted his fixty-fixth year. His
r

conifti-

tution, naturally- found, 'if abt vigcraus,

retains its force
;
and his body is'aeuf-

tomed to, as well as ftlll capable of great

fatigue. The gout, 'and the infirmities -al-

monV infeparably attendant on hi'S period

of life, have indecti' enfeebled his legs;

but, once on hcrfeback, and feated in the

faddle, ^tf^S' equal to prodigious efforts,

fuftained for i -very conffderable length of

time. He is of aniiddfc fizc, inclined to

thin, and he ftbops in'%$kingcr in riding.

His '.face, tho^^h tew become wrinkled,

ttwok'e perhaps 'by fatigues and agitations,

than from 1

tfcfcGJ$ftsft& ^of age, or the

efiedsr of difeaf^ is CHIC of* the mod ahi-

iaated andriifiKW0ftin'g-
! fever beltekl. There

fe^ih it a fii-& a-nd an -intelligence, which

widely diftinguifhes him from common

i&tn. -Evefry fi^i^rid
1

every feature may be

ftudied, and have th^ir meaning. His eye'

DHS:. IS
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is uncommonly clear and brilliant, though

he is fo fhort-fighted, as ufually to have

recourfe to a glafs, even \vhen on horfe-

back. He has a bold and finely-formed,

but not. an aquiline nofe. Of his hair,

time has only fpared fome few thin and

fcattered locks, about the crown of his

head. In or^sr to fupply the want, he

wears falfe curls and a long queue.

Nothing can be fo fimple as his drefs,

which never varies. It is indeed fcarcely

exempt from the
, imputation of mean-

nefs, and by no means always intitled to

the praife of cleanlinefs. His coat is a

plain uniform of common blue cloth, with-

out ornament or embroidery of any kind,

On his breaft appears the ffar of the Pruffian

Order of the " Black Eagle ;" but he very

rarely wears the riband, or other infignia.

He is always booted, as becpmes a foldier ;

and thofe who fee him constantly, have

fcarcely ever beheld his legs. Round his

middle is tied his fafh. Charles the Twelfth

of Sweden might have worn Frederic's

fword, writhout departing from the charac-

5f- teriftic
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teriftic Simplicity of his drefs. It is a mi-

litary one, perfectly unornamented, with

a plain filver hilt, to which hangs a fword-

knot. His hat is of a monftious fize, fur-

mounted with a white Panache or plume.

Either economy, or carelefihefs, or both,

induce him to wear his cloaths as long a

decency will permit; indeed, fometimes,

rather longer. He is accuftomed to order

his breeches to be mended, and his coat to

be pieced under the arms. It was an im-

ufual mark of attention to the Great Duke

of Ruffia, when he was here laft year, that

the King made up a new uniform fuit

and hat, in honour of fo illuftrious a gueft.

To complete the negligence of his appear-

ance, he takes a great deal of fnuff, and

lets no fmall portion of it flip through his

thumb and fingers, upon his cloaths. It

muft be owned that this cuftom gives him

fometimes almoft a diigufting air. Yet,

acrofs fo much neglect and contempt of

external forms, I think one may eafily,

without any aid of imagination, perceive

the hero, the philofopher, and the King.

Through
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Through every part of the royal houfe-

hold, there reigns a fimilar fimplicity,

which ftrongly contrafts with the exterior

of Royalty in other Courts. Much of it

doubtlefs originates in his diflike of fhew,

and fomething muft be attributed to pecu-

niary motives. In diverting himfelf of the

pomp attendant on fovereign power, the

King, befides the emancipation, avoids the

expence connected with it; and in this

part of his character, as in many others,

he refembles his father, much more than

his grandfather. Frederic the Firft, the

moft oftentatious, expeniive, and magnifi-

cent of Princes, delighted in the pageantry
and ceremonial of a Court. Frederic

William, the late King, economical almoft

to parfimony, detefted fuch vain exhibi-

tions
; and was fupremely happy to fmoke

and drink among his officers, in an obfcure

guard-room, or a fumrner-houfe. Never

was any contraft greater, nor
diffimilarity

more complete, than between the two laft

Kings of Pruffia.

When
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When his prefent Majefty is at
" Sans

Souci," he is unattended by any regular
1

guard. A corporal and four foldiers are

fent there from Potzdam towards evening,

and they withdraw at daybreak. Indeed,

their prefence is not meant for the pro-

tection of the King's perfon ; but, merely

to iecure his peaches and apricots from de-

vaflation, to which they might otherwilc

be liable. He repofes in perfect fecurity,

if not on the affections, on the obedience,

fubjection, and admiration of his fubjects.

His table, as well as his drefs, are fubjected.

to certain rules, which mark his character,

and which become interefting on that ac-

count. No Prince is better ferved, though

\vithout any fplendour or magnificence.

He is, indeed, by no means infenfible to

the phyfical pleafure of eating, confidered

as diftinct from the conviviality of the

table
; but, as he does not like to eat alone,

a fmall number of perfons, ufually officers

of rank, are every day invited to his din-

ner. The Emperor Gallienus was not a

more
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more accurate proficient In the fcience of

cookery, than is Frederic. He has, it is

true, only eight difhes generally ferved ;

but each is drefled by a feparate cook,

and each is excellent in its kind. Four are

French, two Italian, and the remaining two

are accommodated to his Majefty's parti-

cular tafte. It muft be admitted, that fo

much attention to the gratification of ap-

petite, favours more of the fchool of Epi-

curus, than of Zeno. Philofopher as he

is, the Father of the Portico is not his

model.

In. his deficit the King is expenfive and

fplendid, fparing neither endeavours nor

money in order to procure the moft deli-

cate fruits in abundance. The productions

of the tropical, as well as temperate

climates, are heaped before him. He eats

plentifully, and drinks gaily as well as

freely, of his favourite wines, which are

Burgundy and Champagne. I am allured

that he commonly fwallows near a bottle

of the former, and of the latter fome

VOL. i. i glafles
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glafies every day. In "
liqueurs" he

rarely indulges,, and he touches no fupper.

He fleeps without either a night-cap, or

any covering about his head. When he

rifes, his firft operation is to pull on his

ftockings, before he quits the bed, and

then his boots over them. His hair and

beard are difpatched in a few minutes, by
the firft valet or footman who prefents

liimfelf. The Princefs Amelia his fifter,

ufed formerly to make his fliirts ; but, as

{he has of late years become incapable, from

difeafe and infirmity, of continuing the

practice, he is
; obliged to receive them

from other hands.

The appropriation of his time, his occu-

pations, and amufements, is regulated with

Scrupulous accuracy, and never varies ex-

cept when he is abfent from " Sans Souci."

" My uncle," laid Prince Frederic of

Brunfwic to me,
"

riles in fummer at

" four in the morning, and even in winter

"
at five, or foon afterwards. He breakfafts

"quite alone, on chocolate j
and till ten

" o'clock
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cc o'clock he is entirely occupied in tranf-

"
acting affairs of ftate, which he difpatches

" in perfon, with rigorous exactitude. From
"

that hour till near noon, he goes firft to

" the parade, then walks, or as is more
"
commonly his cuflom, rides, if his health

"
permit. He returns to the Palace of

"
Potzdam, or to " Sans Souci," before

"twelve, and fits down to dinner pre-
"

cifely at noon. After the repaft, he
"

ufually remains fome time at table,

<c where he unbends himfelf in converfation

" with thofe about him. His afternoon is

" divided between books and mufic, in the

"
latter of which he is a connoifTeur and a

"
performer. At fix, one of his fecretaries

"
enters, and reads to him fuch letters as

" are addrefTed to him upon literary fub-

<c
jects., or any intelligence relative to that

"
line of correfpondence. He dictates his

"
replies immediately. The King eats no

"
fupper, but retires to his chamber at

"
nine, and goes directly to bed. Such is

"
his conftant mode of life."

i 2 The
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The empire of the mind over the body-

was, perhaps, never more forcibly exem-

plified than in Frederic. Neither fatigue,

nor perfonal infirmity, nor indifpofition,

unlefs of the fevereft kind, feem to have

power over him. He can force himfelf

to almoft any exertions, and of this faculty

he has given a thoufand proofs. A fm-

gular inftance happened only three weeks

fince. The annual reyiews and manoeuvres,

performed at Potzdam in the autumn, had

been poftponed more than once, on account

of his inability to affift at them in perfon.

His complaints were of a nature which

rendered it difficult as well as dangerous

for him to appear in pubKc, being troubled

with boils, that incapacitated him for fitting

his horfe. After feveral delays, the re-

views were however at length fixed for a

Certain day. Contrary to all expectation,

the King came on the ground when the

troops were drawn up, placed himfelf at

their head, and led them to the charge in

perfon. He fupported the firft day's

fatigue
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fatigue tolerably well ; but on the fecond,

when he attempted to difmount from his

horfe, fuch was his ftate of weaknefs, and

fo exhaufted was he, that he immediately

fainted. This effect of his exertions did not

prevent him from commanding on the third

and laft day, nor from going through every

evolution with his foldiery.

The annual reviews in the vicinity of

Berlin, which ufually take place in May,
are open to the infpection of ftrangers from

every European nation
; but in thofe of

Potzdam, the utmoft fecrecy is preferved.

A veil is drawn over them ; and neither

rank, nor intereft, nor favour, can procure

adiniflion to be prefent at their performance.

Any perfon who, incited by curiofity,

fhould venture under a borrowed name, or

difguifed, to intrude as a fpectator, would

probably experience a fevere and humi-

liating punifhment. Such examples have

occurred. The King referves to himfelf

and tp his general officers exclufively, the

manoeuvres at Potzdam, as a fchool where

i 3 experi-
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experiments in the fcience of tactics may
be made, which other Princes and troops

are only permitted fubfequently to learn

by their experience or misfortune in war.

'Even if the Prufilan difcipline were not

'fuperior to that of Auftria, France, or

Ruffia
'; yet the myftery, and the precautions

that are ufed to conceal it from public view,

cannot fail to produce a great effect. Ob-

fcurity is one of the fineft foiirces of the

fublime, an4 always impreifes with mingled

refpect and terror. Frederic has wifely

availed himfclf of;every circumflance which

Tnay augment, the confidence of his own

foldiers, and intimidate the enemy.

It is in the vaft detail which he embraces,

that we find-matter of peculiar wonder, as

well as admiration. No Sovereign ever

knew better the value of time, or appor-

tioned it more fyftematically. His active

and comprehenfive genius, inured to the

labour of the clofet, carries its refearches

through . every department of ftate. . His

flexible talents comprehend qbje^ts the

jnofl
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moft diflimilar. He fees, hears, and re-

plies to all difpatches in perfon, as much

as it is poffible to be done. The meaneft

of his fubje&s can addrefs to the throne

their petitions or complaints, without pafT-

ing through any official medium
; and

they are fecure of receiving an anfwer, if

not of redrefs, Numberlefs inftances might

be cited, to prove the punctuality with

which he replies to letters of every kind.

Count Dhona, when governor of Konigf-

berg fome years ago, was indebted a fmall

fum to his taylor ;
but which, though fre-

quently folicited, he always declined to

difeharge. The taylor, defpairing of his

own ability to enforce payment, addrefled

a letter to the King, ftating his cafe, and

imploring his Majefty's gracious interfer-

ence in his behalf. By return of poft he

received an anfwer from Frederic, ordering

him to wait- on Count Dhona immediately,

who would have been previoufly made ac-

quainted with his pleafure, and who would

infallibly difeharge the debt. The taylor

I 4 did
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did as he was commanded, and procured

from Dhona his money. That nobleman

had met with a fevere reprimand, accom-

panied with a peremptory injunction not to

delay the payment of his arrear. I have

feen many of Frederic's letters, written with

his own hand : they are admirably penned,

and frequently contain the moft delicately-

turned compliments. Mr. Collins, an En-

glim merchant, eftablifhed at Konigfberg,

who fends him annually the firft fturgeon

taken at Pilaw, never fails to receive an an-

fwer to his letter that accompanies the pre-

ient, couched in terms of the higheft good

breeding. Such attentions from a Sove-

reign are very flattering. Frederic, who
is acquainted with the human heart and its

fecret fprings, knows the value of that coin,

and frequently pays in it.

All the fcattered ravs and functions of
j

royalty are concentered in his perfon ; and

he can fcarcely with propriety, be faid to

have any great officer of (late, or even any

firft minifter. Nothing of importance is

tranfacted.
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tranfa&ed, except by his exprefs orders, of

which Finckenftein and Hertzberg, who

oftenfibly occupy the firft employments in

the adminiftration, are merely the execu-

tors. There is, indeed, a nominal Lord

Treafurer : but, a hufTar, who can hardly

write, or read, fills that office in effecT;.

How the King finds leifure for the various

bufmefs to which he muft neceflarily at-

tend, may naturally excite furprize : but

the application, order, and method which

characterize him, explain the enigma.

The Pruffian finances are regulated with

the moft fevere economy ; and it is indeed

neceflary that they fhould be thus ma-

naged, in order to enable the Sovereign to

maintain a military force fo difpropor-

tionate to the pecuniary refources of his

country. It is faid that Frederic alone is

precifely acquainted with the annual amount

of his revenues, as well as with the various

and intricate nature of the taxes and con-

tributions. So complicated is the fyftem

of the finances, that I am allured, it will be

14 no
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no eafy undertaking for his fucceffor to

alter any part of it, without danger of de-

ftroying and overturning the whole fabric :

fuch is the intimate connection between it's

various parts. The King hknfelf is' arrived

at a period of life, which in a great meafure

precludes the gratification of active or ex-

penfive pleasures. He has, in fact, very

few ; and even thofe few are indulged

within moderate limits. Elizabeth was :not

more frugal of the public purfe. .The

maintenance pf his foldiery, the fecurity of

his dominions, the introduction of manu-

factures, and the fertilization of the barren

or depopulated parts of his territories;

fuch are the objects to which the fuperfluity

of his revenues is generally deftined.

Frederic may be confidered as the only

European Prince, who is at this time pof-

fefled of a confiderable treafure in ready

money. Magdeburg is the fortrefs in

which it is depoiited. Its amount is un-

certain, and -tfarioufly reported ;
but that it

is large, and annually accumulating, there

can
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can be no doubt. Certainly, none of the

Northern Potentates can conteft with him

in pecuniary ftrength. Catherine the Se-

cond, who has not yet by any means reco-

vered her immenfe expenditure in the late

war againft the Turks, is compelled to apply

to Holland, for affiftance in raifing even

a common loan. Sweden as well as Den-

mark are poor, and both crowns are in

debt. Poland, fmce the partition in 1772,

is little more than a nominal fovereignty,

inadequate to its own defence. Even Maria

Therefa poflefles fcarcely any treafure,

though her refources, dominions, and poli-

tical power are very extenfive. It is diffi-

cult to calculate the prodigious fuperiority,

which fuch a command of money muft

neceflarily confer in the firft moments of a

rupture, particularly under the direction of

a Prince like Frederic. To his father's

rigid parfimony, he in fact may be faid to

owe the acquifition of Silefia, not lefs than

to his own talents and decifion. The

Emperor Charles the Sixth at his deceafe,

left
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left his daughter without a florin in the

public treafury. But, the late King of

Pruffia, more provident, had accumulated

the means of facilitating in active hands, the

aggrandizement of his family, and the ex-

tenfion of the monarchy.

Mufic forms the only exception to Fre-

deric's general economy. He indulges him-

i'elf in the gratification of this elegant and

favourite amufement, at a very considerable

expence. His opera at Potzdam and at

Berlin, cofts him annually near four hundred

thoufand dollars, or about feventy thoufand

pounds fterling. To the influence of love

he has never, at any period of his life, been

long, if at all fubjected. Various reafons

are affigned, and various anecdotes related,

in order to explain fo fmgular a defect in

his character or conftitution. I do not

choofe to fay all that I may have heard

upon the fubject. There was however a

Signora Barberini, an Italian performer in

the opera at Berlin, for whom he fhewed

marks of particular attention and prefer-

ence.
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ence. She was afterwards married to the

Prefident Cocceii, and now lives with her

hufband at Gros-Glogau in Silefia. Vol-

taire in his "
Pucelle," has fketched the

King in a fituation noway favourable to

his reputation as a man of gallantry ; but,

let it be remembered that Voltaire is a poet,

and an incenfed one, to whofe hiftorical

portraits little credit is due. Whether his

coldnefs be the refult of moral,or of phyfical

caufes, in gallantry of mind he is certainly

not at all deficient. On the contrary, it is

well known that he is much more eafily

induced to grant a requeft made by a wo-

man, than by a man
;

and he frequently

accords to female felicitation the fame boon,

which he had pofitively refufed to a general

or a courtier. It would be eafy to cite in-

ilances of the aflerdon.

His clemency, like that of Caefar, has

been fubject of great encomium ; and whe-

ther we attribute it to a fort of philofophic

indifference, to magnanimity of mind, or

to refined policy, it ftill excites our refpecl.

Perhaps,
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Perhaps, it refults from a combination of all

thefe feritiments. He is too much elevated

above common men by fituation and by
character, to feel the little emotions of vul-

gar refentment. The very facility with

which he could punifh, probably tends to

deprive him of the inclination. By a fin-

gular paradox, the greateft freedom, or

rather licentioufnefs of complaint and of

animadverfion, is permitted under the moft

defpotic Prince in Europe, even in his capi-

tal, and in his very refidence. He reads

with perfect good humour, the anonymous

Pafquinades which are often fixed up on

the garden gates at
" Sans Souci ;" ap-

plauds or criticifes the compofition, and

frequently orders them to remain untouch-

ed. Few reigns have been lefs fanguinary ;

and public executions are almoft unknown

throughout the Pruffian dominions. His

treatment of Trenck was undoubtedly very

fevere ; perhaps, inhuman. But, Trenck

was an intractable, defperate, and dangerous

madman, whom no common modes of pu-

nilhmeat
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niihment could terrify or reftrain. Injuries,

and attempts of the moft atrocious nature

againft his own- perfon, he rarely punimes

with the feverity practifed in other coun-

tries. Such lenity may even be juftly cen-

furable, fmce it tends to encourage crimes,

by holding out a profpect of impunity. A
reprimand, banifhment from his prefence,

or a fliort confinement in the Caftle of

Spandau, the Baftile of Pruffia ; thefe are

the ufual. marks of his indignation, which

feldom, proceeds to extremities againft the

mqft profligate offenders.

It is neverthelefs only juftice to make a

diftinction, due equally to Frederic and to

truth. While he overlooks, or fuffers to

pafs unnoticed, the moft virulent and in-

decent attacks on his own conduct or cl^a-

radter, he rigoroully chaftizes crimes againft

the ftate. His fubjects, though they venture

to load him with, invectives, dare not

tranfgrefs the laws. Perhaps, the defire of

being handed down to pofterity, as not

only the greateft, but the moft placable of

Princes, has conduced more than either

benignity



128 MEMOIRS O* THE

benignity or policy, to produce the oblU

vion of injuries which we fo much

admire in him. It is inconteftable that he

has allowed men, convicted of intending

to poifon, or to deliver him up to the

enemy, to elude enquiry ; or at moft to

expiate their crime by exile and imprifon-

ment. All Europe has read and heard of

thefe inftances, which are too well known

to render it neceflary for me to comme-

morate them.

Few Princes ever poflefled in a more

confummate degree, the art of winning

mankind, and of making them fubfervient

to his purpofes. His converfation, when-

ever he wifhes to pleafe, is full of foftnefs ;

and even the tone of his voice infpires

with partial fentiments. Verfatile, where

his interefts dictate condefcenfion and affa-

bility, he can at pleafure aflume the moft

gracious manners : and he has fucceeded

in animating all whom he employs, with

an enthufiafm to be found nowhere elfe.

His officers, as well as his foldiers, conceive

themfelves fuperior to all other troops.

He
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lie is certainly better ferved, and more

implicitly obeyed, than any Sovereign in

Europe ; though his appointments, parti-

cularly in fubaltern military employments
below the rank of captain, are extremely

narrow. Frederic knows how to pay, with

equal eafe and dignity, the moil flattering

compliments, where diftingtiifhed merit or

great actions feem to claim it from him.

When the prefent Emperor Jofeph the

Second vifited him at Neifs in Silefia, juft

eight years ago, his Imperial Majefty was

accompanied by feveral Auftrian officers of

diftinclion. Among others was General

Laudohn, fo juftly celebrated for the advan-

tages which he gained over the Pruffians in

the late war, on various occafions. The

King affected always to call him Monfieur
le Marechal, though he well knew that

Laudohn had not attained that rank ;
and

omitted no opportunity of expreffing the

higheft admiration for his talents, even at

his own expence. When dinner was ferved,

Laudohn, with his ufual modefty, would

have placed hijnfelf on the other fide of the

VOL, i. K table,
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table, at a refpe&ful diflance : but, Frederic

ordered him to take a place near himlelf.

" Placez vous a cote de rnoi, Monfieur le

"
Marechal," faid he

;

"
je n'aime pas a

" vous voir viz-a-viz de moi." It is im-

pofTible not to perceive, and not to admire,

the delicacy of this compliment. The

converfation having turned on the princi-

pal events of the late war, he feized the

occafion of doing juftice to Laudohn's

merit; particularly in the battle of Cuilerf*-

dorf, or as it is more commonly called here,

of Francfort on the Oder
;
wliere he was

totally defeated by SoltikorF and Laudohn,

in Auguft 1 759.
" Vous avez bien gate

" ma foupe a Francfort," faid the King to

him. "
Je vous ai toujours treuve an

<e bout de ma Lorgnette," added he at

another time. Such recognitions of fupe-

rior ability, mingled with encomium, do

fcarcely lefs honour to the magnanimity of

the King, than to the talents and fervices

of the General.

As a writer, Frederic is before the tribunal

of the public, who have thought his preten-

fions
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fions to literary fame by no means without

foundation
; though in his capacity of an

author, he is not exempt from numerous

prejudices and predilections. Thofe to

whom the intercfts of revealed religion are

dear, will however neither overlook, nor

ought to pardon, the evident tendency of

his writings ; that of avowedly overturning

and ridiculing Chriftianity. Even his wit

is too frequently levelled at the fame objeci:.

It is difficult to compofe the hiftory of our

own times, and ftill more fo the hiftory of

our own family, without great partialities

and imperfections ;
a remark fully exem-

plified in the " Memoires de la Maifon de

Brandebourg." He has fpoken too con-

temptuoufly of his grandfather Frederic the

Firft, to whofe vanity or ambition, it mat-

ters not which, is folely due the crown

now worn by his fuccefTors. However

little or puerile when ftridly appreciated,

might be the motives which 'impelled Fre-

deric to afpire to the Royal, inftead of con-

tenting himfelf with the Electoral dignity,

his defcendants owe him great obligations.

K 2 Prinre
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Prince Eugene, when he was informed of

the Emperor Leopold's having raifed the

Elector of Brandenburgh to the rank of a

crowned head
;
exclaimed with reafon, that

" the Minifters who had given their Sove-

"
reign fuch pernicious counfel, merited

" death." He forefaw, near eighty years

ago, the probable aggrandizement of the

new monarchy to which Leopold had im-

prudently given birth, and time has con-

firmed his prediction.

The King- is ftill continually occupied

at this time, in literary purfuits and avoca-

tions. Like Csefar, he means to write his

own " Commentaries ;" and to tranfmit

kimfelf the hiftory of his reign to pofte-

rity. Prince Frederic of Brunfvvic allures

me, that he has himfelf frequently feen

the continuation of the " Memoirs of die

Houfe of Brandenburgh," in the hand-

writing of its author. It commences with

his own acceiTion to the crown
;

and he

profecutes it not only every year, but al-

moft every day. The Prince adds, that he

has neverthelefs his doubts, whether it will

be
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be made public, even after the King's

deceafe. But, may we not fafely truft to

the vanity of the writer, for its being given

to the world ? He will probably take

effedual precautions to fecure the fame,

which he has fo dearly earned in the clofet,

as well as in the field.

The retirement in which he lives, and

the fmall portion of time that he paffes here

at Berlin, renHer the particulars of his

conduct and private life much more con-

cealed, than thofe of other European
Princes. Sovereigns, if not perfonally

refident in their capitals, are however

always acceflible to curiofity and enquiry.

They are ufually furrounded with foreign

Minifters, courtiers, women, and ftrangers,

who tranfmit intelligence of their health,

their actions, and their occupations, by

every poft. But Potzdam and " Sans

Souci" offer no facilities of the kind. It

is not permitted to the Envoy of any fo-

reign State, to prefent himfelf before the

King, unlefs upon fpecial bufinefs, and

K 3 after
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after having obtained a formal perrmflioa

for the purpofe. Neither the Princefs, nor

Princefles of the blood, prefume to intrude

on his privacy, except by exprefs invita-

tion. No military officer, on the other

hand, dares to be abfent from Potzdam with-

out his Majefly's leave
;
and mould any

one venture to (hew himfelf there, who

did not compofe part of the regular garri-

fon, he would inftantly be put under arreft,

and feverely punifhed, The Prince of

Pruflia, presumptive heir of the crown, is

not lefs fubjecl:ed to thefe rules, than the

Joweft fubject. Frederic paries only a few

weeks of every year at Berlin, during the

carnival in January and
February.

He
leaves his capital to the Queen, Court,

and foreign Minifters ;
but he will fufFer

no privileged fpies about his own perfon,

to fend weekly information of his minuteft

actions to their refpective cabinets. This

obfcurity, while it fharpens curiofity, wakens

apprehenfion, and naturally operates to ren-

der him more formidable at a diftance.

His
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His military talents and reputation reft

on too firm a bafis, to be eafily fhaken or

contefted. The defeats of Colin, of Hoh-

kirchen, and of Cunerfdorf, though princi-

pally to be attributed to the King himfelf,

yet are loft or obliterated in the long train

of his victories ;
from that of Mollwitz, at

the opening of his reign, to the one with

which the laft war concluded at Freyberg,

in 1762. In moft of thefe actions he was

prefcnt ;
in many he expofed his perfon

with as much intrepidity, as Henry the

Fourth manifefted at Coutras, or at Ivry.

It was undoubtedly requifite that Frederic

ihould do fo, in order to encourage his

troops, who, led on by him, never calcu-

lated any difparity of numbers. In every

action with the Auftrians or Ruffians, he

was always inferior in force. At LiiTa he

was proportionably almoft as much fo, as

Alexander was to Darius at Iffus, or at

Arbcla. He may indeed, perhaps, be

juftly cenfured for having on a variety of

occafions trufted too much to fortune. A
mufket-ball might in an inftant have de-

li 4 cided
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cided the fate, not merely of a battle, but

in all probability of the family of Bran-

denburgh, and of the Pruffian monarchy.

His brother William Auguftus, though a

-very amiable and accomplifhed Prince, did

not poflefs energy and talents adequate to fo

vaft a national emergency as the " war of

feven years." His fon, the prefent heir

apparent, then a minor and unexperienced,

muft have delegated every thing to his

uncle Prince Henry. Had Frederic fallen

at Colin, at Lignitz, or at Torgau, the con-

fequences would have been incalculable. I

am aware however, that the fame obferva-

tion will apply to every commander
; but,

not with equal force. More than twenty
mufket-balls pafied through his hat or his

cloaths, in the courfe of the war
;
and he

received one on his breaft at Torgau.

Three horfes were mot under him in dif-

ferent actions. He feemed to forget that

he was mortal and vulnerable.

It- is well known that the French grena-

diers, who admired the heroic intrepidity

of the prefent hereditary Prince of Brunf-

wic,
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wic, though exerted againft themfelves;

ufed to cry out before they fired, whenever

they faw him,
"
Monfeigneur, evitez le

" feu !" But, the Croats and CofTacks, with

whom Frederic was frequently engaged,

were enemies much more ferocious. They
would not only have felected him as a

mark, . and taken aim at him : his remains

would have been treated by them with

no more refpect or ceremony, than the

body of Richard the Third obtained from

the Lancaftrians, after the battle of Bof-

worth. Even the Auftrians and Saxons

were animated by perfonal antipathy to-

wards him
; particularly the latter, whofe

Sovereign and country, it muft be owned,
had cruelly fufFered under the Pruflian

rapacity or depredations.

It mocks all calculation, when we reflect

that in the courfe of feven campaigns, fuch

as thofe between 1756 and 1762, he never

received a wound of any confequence;
nor was ever incapacitated by illnefs from

commanding in perlbn. Alexander and

Charles the Twelfth were infinitely lefs

favoured
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favoured by fortune in both thefe refpects.

Yet Frederic's courage was equally ardent

and fublime, with that of the Macedonian,

or the Swedifh Prince ; while in cool, de-

liberate, philofophic valor, he probably ex-

ceeded either. He well knew that his

fall and that of the ftate were nearly fyno-

nimous
;

but fituated as he was, he like-

wife felt that only the moft defperate

efforts, aided by fortune, ould extricate

him from a fituation which has not a

parallel in the annals of the world. In

the laft refort he always carried about him

the fame remedy, to which Hannibal had

recourfe in the Court of Bithynia. He

would no more have been carried prifoner

to Vienna, than the Carthaginian General

to Rome.

Hiftory prefents no objecT: fo truly in-

terefting as Frederic during the late war,

oppofed to two Empreffes, and three

Kings, making head at the fame time,

againft Auftria, Ruffia, Sweden, France,

and Saxony, added to the German Empire.

The irnmenfe difproportion of force be-

tween



'COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 139

tween the parties ;
the length of time which

the conteft laded
;

the wonderful activity,

energy, and refources difplayed by Fre-

deric ; finally, his triumphant termination

of a war which threatened the total de-

flruction of the family of Brandenburgh ;

all thefe circumftances tend to aftonifh and

to fafcinate the mind. It is probable that

pofterity will contemplate them with en-

creafed admiration, through the medium

of time.

Great, however, as are his military ta-

lents, and juftly-merited as the encomiums

on them may be ; we fhould recollect that as

a commander, he flood upon higher ground
than other men . Amenable in cafe of failure

to no tribunal, he could ad; without control,

and could rifk his crown at pleafure, on

the event of a battle. He did fo more

than once. But, no General Officer would

have dared to take upon him fo awful a

refponfibility, or to commit to hazard fo

vaft a ftake. The fuperiority which his

prefence, activity, and decifion of character

gave him, over commanders acting by
dele-
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delegated power, was incalculable. Nor

ought we to forget the difcordant prin-

ciples of the great league which he oppofed

during the late war. Elizabeth, Emprefs
of Ruffia, his inveterate enemy, was coun-

teracted at every flep, by her nephew,

the unfortunate Peter, heir to the Empire,

whofe attachment to Frederic equalled his

aunt's antipathy. Daun and SoltikofF,

the Ruffian and Auftrian Generals, never

ated in real union, or the Pruflian mo-

narchy muft have fallen under the preflure.
" The war of feven years" exemplifies in

the moft ftriking manner, how difficult

it is for any combination of States to

overturn a fmgle Power, defended with

fpirit,
and roufed to great exertions.

His enemies affert befides, not without

color of reafon, that the King was guilty

of many faults in the courfe of thofe cam-

paigns, which detrad not a little from his

reputation as a General, and even as a

man. His temerity, his inflexibility, or

his imprudence, produced the greateft de-

feats which he experienced. Towards

Marfhal
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Marihal Schwerin he is accufed of having

behaved with injuftice, if not with ingrati-

tude. His treatment of Finck, in difmiff-

ing him after the furrender of his army
at Maxen, was very fevere. He more

than once cafhiered and imprifoned offi-

cers of diftinguifhed merit, become grey

in his fervice, upon capricious, falfe, and

imaginary grounds. It is pretended with

fome truth, that he cannot bear a rival,

even though that rival fhould be a bro-

ther : a fubject on which I may have

occafion to fay more, when I fpeak of

Prince Henry of Pruffia. All thefe ac-

cufations only tend however to prove,

that with fome of the greateft qualities,

he is not exempt from many of the errors

and defedts attached to human nature.

It is a very difputable point, whether

Frederic is naturally generous or penurious.

Perhaps, from character he inclines to

frugality ; but from policy at leaft, he

knows how to give with munificence on

proper occafions. If we appreciate the

generofity of Princes ; if we reflect from

what
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what fource its means are principally

derived
;
and if we confider the objects

on which it is frequently lavifhed, we
fhall incline to approve, rather than cen-

fure, the King's parfimony of the public

treafure. He has befides, peculiar jufti-

fications of the moft cogent kind. His

barren provinces, for fuch the greater por-

tion of them may with truth be denomi-

nated, cannot maintain an immenfe army,
and an expenfive Conn. He facrifices

therefore fplendor, parade, and oflentation,

to real greatnefs. Manufactures, arts,

agriculture, population, are the objects

on which he expends his revenues. He
is not only free from debt, and pofiefTed

of vaft funds ready for emergency ; but

his dominions have in a great meafure

recovered the ravages and calamities of the

late war. A wife adminiftration, in the

fhort fpace of only fifteen years, has

rendered him capable of bringing into the

field a more numerous, and better ap-

pointed army, than he had at the com-

mencement of hoftilities in 1756. Such

are
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are the effects of rigid and fyftematical

economy !

If however, it were necefiary to cite

examples of his generofity, many well-

attefted inftances are to be found. To-

wards the wife of his friend Guichart,

(whom he named in ridicule Quintus

Icilius, and who is better known by that

denomination,) he behaved with great li-

berality. Guichart enjoyed during many

years, a diftinguifhed place in Frederic's

intimacy, was conflantly at his table,

and ufually remained the lad of any

perfon in his chamber, after he was in bed.

They had frequent quarrels, followed by
as frequent reconciliations. After Gui-

chart's death, the King bought his library,

for which he paid near fifteen hundred

pounds fterling to his widow. He added

befides, a prefent to her of fix thoufand

dollars, and a penfion of four thoufand

more. General Lefchwitz, an officer of

high merit, who had rendered many

feryices in the courfe of the late war, re-

ceived from him no remuneration during

feveral
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feveral years : but when he leafl ex-

pected it, he was agreeably furprized by
a donation of lands from his matter,

worth more than twenty thoufand pounds

ilerling. It was accompanied by a letter

that enhanced its value, couched in the

moft gracious and affectionate terms. Offi-

cers, whofe conduct and circumftances

render them proper objects of his atten-

tion, frequently receive pecuniary proofs

of his bounty. It muft however, on the

other hand, be admitted, that he is, capable

of imbibing very infurmountable pre-

judices. Like his father, he is irafcible,

capricious, inflexible, violent in his aver-

fions ;
and confequently he is on many

occafions oppreffive, unfeeling, and unjuft :

infirmities of character which augment, as

is too natural, with his years and bodily

complaints.

In no reipect, perhaps, is his admini-

ftration more unwife, as well as more odious,

than in his commercial regulations. He

injures trade, and impo\ crimes every clafs

of his fubjects, by the impofition of

2 * exorbU
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exorbitant duties. Even the mode of

their collection is unpopular and impoli-

tic, as he employs French cuftoin-houfe

officers, who are naturally objects of

general deteftation. This fyftem, equally

erroneous and pernicious, to which ne-

verthelefs Frederic pertinacioufly adheres ;

forms a problem hard to folve, in the

conduct of a Prince fo enlightened, and

fo capable of juftly appreciating his true

interefts. The fact is certain, that com-

merce declines, not only at Konigfberg,

Stettin, and Memel ; but, univerfally

throughout his dominions. The King

has, it is true, principles relative to trade,

which if they were only carried into

practice, are excellent. He profefles to

confider all monopolies as deftrutive and

injurious ; yet, by an unaccountable incon-

fiftency, no country abounds in them fo

much as Pruflia. The immoderate duties,

laid upon almoft every article of import
or export, ruin the merchant.

The partition of Poland five years ago,

by which fo fertite, populous, and extenfive

VOL. I. L a tract
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a tract of country was added to the PrufTian

Crown
;

it was naturally fuppofecl, would

enrich-, thq city of Konigfberg. That

capital, from its portion, .vicinity, and

local advantages, feemed to be ib placed,

as necefiarily to attract the trade of the

newly acquired provinces. I am allured

nevertheleis, by perfons whole teftimony

is unexceptionable, that Ib far from ha-

ving derived any benefit by the feizure

of Polifh Pruflia
;

on the contrary, their

commercial advantages are diminished fmce

that -event. The caufes are fimple, ob-

vious, and evident. The part of Poland

which previouily furniihcd Konigfberg with

the mod valuable articles of exportation,

is, in confequence of the late difmember-

ment, become fubjecl to the empire of

Ruilia. Of courie, its productions are

carried down the Duna to Riga, inftead of

being tranfported ;as heretotore, by the

rivers Ruile and Pregel, to Konigfberg. I

am far from aiierting that the Royal re-

venues have received no mcreale by the
j *

4cquiikicn of Puliili Pruiiia ;.
on the con-

trary,
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trary, they are much enlarged. But, the

Sovereign may be rich, while the majority

of the people are poor, opprefled, and

wretched : a truth which is exemplified in

many parts of the Pruffian dominions.

On a review of the King's character,

we cannot miftake the mafter-fpring of all

his actions. Every paflion and every pur-

fuit are evidently fubordinate to the ag-

grandizement of his Houfe ; to the fecurity

and augmentation of his political power.

Ruffia, Saxony, Sweden, England, and

France, have been by turns his allies or

his enemies, as circumftances have varied.

The Cabinet of Vienna alone he confiders

as fyftematically inimical. Never was a

Prince more calculated to elevate the family

of Brandenburgh, at the expence of that of

Auftria. Silefia, the firft conqueft of his

arms, has been retained againft the utmoft

exertions of Maria Therefa, by eleven

campaigns, by torrents of human blood,

and by the greateft efforts of military {kill,

He has frnce acquired another province

L 2 {till
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ftill more fertile, and hardly Ids cxtenfive,

Polifh Pruflia. It comprehends the courfe

of the river Viftula, from, the gates of

Thorn to thofe of Dantzic : and renders

him mafter of the moft valuable exports

of Poland. He has, in a word, materially

altered the balance of power in Europe ;

and nearly doubled in extent, as well as in

revenues, the territories which devolved to

him at the death of his father, about thirty-

feven years ago.

Upon no European Sovereign are the

regards of mankind directed with fo much

apprehenfion and folicitiide, as on Frederic.

From his retreat at
" Sans Souci," though

infirm and declined in years, he ftill awes

the Cabinets of the North, who know by

experience his promptitude and refources.

At this moment he has ibmewhat above

two hundred thoufand effective foldiers

under arms, immenfe magazines, experi-

enced commanders, well-regulated revenues,

and an ample treafure. If to fo many

points of fuperiority, we add his peribnal

repu-
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reputation, and the difcipline of his troops,

we fhall not wonder that he is formidable

to his neighbours. To his fubjects he is

rather an objedl of admiration, not wholly

unmixed with terror, than of affeclion.

They derive a national vanity fiom the

fame, the conquefts, and the talents of fo

great a Prince
; but they pay dearly for

his celebrity and atchievements. It is

at the price of their tranquillity that he

has gained his laurels ;
it is by the fame

faerifice that he muft maintain them.

The augmentation of the Pruffian mo-

narchy brings with it no relaxation of taxes,

no alleviation of burdens. On the con-

trary, new levies and greater armies are

requifite, in order to fupport his acquifi-

tions. He is compelled to ftretch the

nerves of the ftate, and to exert efforts

above its natural ftrength. The vicinity and

jealoufy of Auftria, added to the prodigious

extent of
territory poflefled by Maria

Therefa, render his tenure of Silefia in

no fmall degree infecure. While Frederic

L 3 himfelf
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himfelf furvlves, to regulate the machine

which with fo much labour and ability he

has conftructed, all things may continue

profperous. But, it is difficult to calculate

how far his death will convulfe or disjoint

a complicated fyitem, demanding fuch a

variety of talents. There are not wanting

perfons here, as well as all over Germany,
who confider the termination of his life,

as the sera from which will be dated the

decline and fall of the Pruffian monarchy.
Time alone can (hew whether thefe pre-

dictions are founded in truth.

The portrait of Frederic which I have

endeavoured to trace, is, I am confcious,

very imperfect. There are many features

of his mind and character, on which I have

not touched, or over which I have pafled

lightly. In order to do complete juftice to

the merits and demerits of fuch a Prince,

we muft Hand at a greater diflance from

him. It does not belong to the preient

age to decide finally, whether he is, or is

not entitled to. the epithet of Great. Louis

the
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the Fourteenth has been already defpoiled

of that title, conferred on him by the

adulation of his cotemporaries. Peter the

Firft has retained it by imiverfal confent.

Poderity will pafs fentence on Frederic,

and will judge of him impartially. Perhaps

I have not been able to do fo altogether

inyfelf. If I were called upon however,

to declare whether the picture which I

have here drawn, is on the whole, a flatter-

ing, or an unfavourable likenefs, I fhould

not hefitate to fay that it leans towards the

former. Or at leaft, that I could without

violating truth, have fomewhat darkened

the {hades, and diminimed the lights : but

it is an ungrateful tafk to feek for and dif-

clofe the vices, while we dwell with fatis-

faclion on the great endowments of the

fovereign and the man.
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LETTER V.

Review of the principal campaigns of Frederic the

Second. Mollwitz. Anecdote ofMarJbalNcii'

perg. Lowo/itz. BattleofPrague. Anecdotes

refpefling it. Character of Marfhal Daun.

Particulars of the battle of Colin. Rojbach.

LiJJa. Siege of Olmutz. Zorndorf. Battle of
Hohkirchen. Death of Marjhal Keith. Par-

ticulars of the battle of Cunerfdorf. Surrender

of Finck, at Maxen. Landjhut. Lignitz.-
Battle ofTorgau. Defperatefituation oftheKing

inij6 1 . Death ofElizabeth, Emprefs ofRuffia.

Freyberg. Peace ofHubertfburg. Reflections

on the King's conduft during the war. His

treatment of the Saxons. Conjlitution of the

Pruffian army. Foreign Troops. Deferticn.

Jews. Invalids.

. BERLIN, OSoler2gi\\ t 1777.

/i FTER having contemplated the King
himfelf in fo many points of view, it

may ftill be an inftrudtive occupation, to

furvey the brilliant portions of his reign,

campaigns in which the Pruflian mo-

narchy
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narchy has been hazarded, or by which it

has been preferved and extended fmce his

acceflion, are fo numerous, as to furnifh

matter of inexhauftible reflection. Of the

officers who diftinguifhed themfelves in

the firft and fecond Silefian wars, between

1741 and 1745, few indeed now remain.

Except Frederic himfelf, the old Prince of

Bevern, and Ziethen, hardly a General of

eminence has furvived. But, the events

of the late war .which began in 1756, are

ftill recent
;
and they form a pleafmg, as

well as a frequent fubjecT: of converfatjon

in every company. Let us caft our eye

japidly over its principal features, which

offer the moft animating picture ever pre-

fented to the human mind. In Antiquity,

the fecond Punic war can alone be op-

pofed to it for duration, as well as for

intereft and importance.

The great enterprize by which Frederic

rendered himfelf known to foreign nations,

almoft immediately after his acceffion, was

the invafion of Silefia. We muft not

perhaps,
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perhaps, examine too clofely, whether it

was perfectly juft or magnanimous to

attack a Princefs with whom he had no quar-

rel ;
and whole diftreffed fituation rather

claimed protection, than ought to have

provoked hoftility. His pretentious to

Silefia were unquestionably founded, though

they were of an antient date, and were

only revived from the apparent facility

which the death of the Emperor Charles

the Sixth offered, for making them effec-

tive. The battle of Mollwitz, a little village

in Upper Silefia, confirmed to Pruffia that

valuable acquisition. It took place on the

loth of April 1741, and is the firft general

adtion in which the King was ever prefent;

though he had ferved under Prince Eugene,

in the Imperial army, before Philipfburg,

during the inglorious campaign of 1734.

Marfhal Neuperg commanded the Auftrians

at Mollwitz
;
the fuperiority of whole ca-

valry had nearly decided the fortune of

the day, and perhaps the future fate of

Frederic himfelf. It is admitted that he

was
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was borne away in the rout of his troops ;

and it is not lefs certain that to the abilities

of Schwerin, he was principally indebted

for fnatching from the Auftrian General

the victory, which he had almoft gained.

Thofe who attribute the King's flight to

perfonal motives unbecoming him, mufl

however know his character very imper-

fectly. Any fuch imputation is contra-

dicted by the whole tenor of his life. But

it is aflerted, and I believe not without

reafon, that he never cordially forgave

Schwerin for having rendered a fervice too

important in itfelf, as well as too wounding
to the vanity of a Sovereign fuch as Fre-

deric.

More than two years afterwards, in 1743,

his late Britannic Majefty George the

Second, being at his head-quarters at

Worms, a fhort time fubfequent to the

battle of Dettingen ; entertained at dinner

a number of Englifh, Auftrian, and Ha-

noverian officers. The battle of Mollwitz

having been mentioned in the courfe of

converfatiori, the King, either by accident

i or
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or by intention, afked of thofe who fat

near him, what General commanded the

Auftrians in that adtion ? Marfhal Neuperg
was one of the perfons prefent, and imme-

diately laying down his knife and fork
;

" C'eft moi, Sire," faid he,
"

qui ai com-
" mande dans cette bataille, et je 1'ai perdu
"

par ma propre faute." So ingenuous
and fo unexpected an avowal, produced an

univerfal filence. The King himfelf feemed

to be embarrafled and concerned. "
I re-

**

peat, Sire," continued the Marfhal,
"

that

"
I loft the battle by my own fault. The

"
Croats, upon whofe vigilance and alert-

<f nefs to difcover the motions of the

"
enemy, I relied too implicitly, deceived

" me. I had pofted parties of them upon
"

every road by which the Pruffians could

"
poffibly advance ;

but they abandone4
"

themfelyes to pillage and intoxication.

" Notice was brought me that his Pruf-

"
fian Majefty, at the head of his forces,

"
prepared to give me battle. But, not

"
having received any intelligence from

"
my Croats, I could not credit the in-

" formation.
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"formation. It was not till the Pruffian

" columns were preparing to form, that

"
my own eyes undeceived me. I then

" made the beft difpofitions in my power;
" and if they were not as fuccefsful as they
"

might have been, I only am to blame."

A nobleman who was prefent on the occa-
.

fion, recounted to me this fad, which re-

dounds highly to the honour of Marfhal

Neuperg's candour and fuperiority of

mind, however it may feem to detract

from his military reputation.

The two Silefian wars, as they are com-

monly denominated, from the name of the

province which formed the fubjecT: of con-

teft
; were fucceeded by a period of repofe

that lafted eleven years. This is the golden

age of Pruflia^when the King, in the prime
of life, covered with laurels earned in the

field, cultivated the arts of peace, and

feemed to have renounced a wifh for fur-

ther conquefts. Content with having
added an extenfive and beautiful province

to his dominions, he afpired only to pre-

ferve,
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ferve, and tranfmit it to his fuccefibrs. But,

the Court of Vienna, which never for a

moment loft fight of Silefia, fecretly medi-

tated, in conjunction with that of Drefden,

to reduce the power of Pruflia. Elizabeth,

Emprefs of Ruliia, impelled more by mo-

tives of perfonal animofity towards Fre-

deric, than from any political reafons,

joined Maria Thercfa. Sweden likewife

"declared war, almoft without pretext. The

German empire followed its Elective Head;

and even France, which for ages had been

the enemy of Auftria, laboured to deftroy

the only power which could fet limits to

its ambition.

Frederic, inftead of deprecating fo vaft

a combination, or temporizing till the

ftorm was pafled ; having penetrated their

intentions, did not hefitate to anticipate
'

t

them. With his ufual deciiion of charac-

ter, he burft in upon Saxony during the

fummer of 1756, and made himfelf matter

of Drefden
;

while Anguftus the Third,

unable to oppofe the- torrent, retired with

his
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his forces to Pirna, where his army occu-

pied a poft deemed inattackable. The
"

King leaving a body of troops to block the

Saxon camp, rapidly entered Bohemia,
.
A Arjj

where the Auftrians were advancing to

extricate their allies. Under thefe circum-

ftances took place the battle of Lowbfitz,

on the firft of October. It was fought

among the mountains and defiles, upon
the direct road from Drefden to Prague ;

and the King (hared no lefs the danger

ffian the honour. With inferior numbers

and under great difadvantages of ground,

he attacked, broke, and at length drove

the enemy from their pofition. Marfhal

Count Brown, who commanded the troops

of Maria Therefa, has been much cenfured

ior the diipolitions which he made at

Lowofitz. He was neverthclefs, a General

of diftinguiihed merit and great experi-

ence
; though perhaps too active and en-

terprizing in his temper, when it is.

considered that he was to oppofe fuch an

antagonift us the King of Pruflia.

Lowofitz
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Lowpfitz cannot however be reckoned

among the number of thofe decifive vic-

tories, in which the rout- of the beaten army
is complete. Far from being vanquifhed,

the Auflrians only retired on the enfu-
;

ing day, and took a new pofition behind

the river Eger, a few miles diftant ;
nor

did Frederic, at fo advanced a fealbn, ven-

ture to profecute his advantage. But,
v

all

the fruits of victory attended it, fmce he

thereby incapacitated Marfhal Brown from

coming "to the affiftance of the Saxons.

That unfortunate body of forces, furround-

ed on all fides at Pirna, not far from Dref-

den, deftitute of provifions, and cut off

from fuccours ;
after holding out to the laft

extremity, were reduced to furrender them-

felves prifoners of war. Auguftus the Third,

King of Poland, abandoning his hereditary

dominions, had previoufly fet out for War-

faw ; leaving his Queen and his family to

the mercy of the Conqueror, as Darius did

after the battle of Iffus. If Frederic did

not equal Alexander in courtefy towards

his
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his captives ; yet, by this able and decifive

ftroke, arthe commencement of the conteft,

he turned the weapons of the enemy againft

themielves ;
covered Brandenburgh, while

he became matter of Saxony ;
and was

enabled to begin the campaign of 1757,

by ofFenfive operations in the heart of

Bohemia.
*

.

That extraordinary campaign, the moft

fertile in battles, reverfes, and great events,

of any prefented by modern hiftory, opened
. with the memorable irruption of Frederic

into Bohemia, and the battle of Prague,

fought under the walls of the city itfelf pn

the 6th of May. Few actions have been

more obftinately difputed ; and there was

a moment, when victory feeined on the

point of declaring in favour of theAuftrians.

Marfhal Count Brown commanded them,

conjointly with Prince Charles of Lorrain.

To the defperate courage, and perhaps to

the fenfibility of Marfhal Schwerin, the

Pruffians were eminently indebted for the

victory which they gained. It is unquef-

tionable that the infantry under his com-

VOL. i, M rnand
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mand gave way, and appeared ready to

turn their backs. The King, indignant

at the fight, and rendered almoft frantic

by the profpect of defeat, rode up to the

Marfhal, and reproached him in fevere

terms, for the mifbehaviour of his troops.

Touched to the quick by treatment fo un-

merited, Schwerin inftantly feized the

flandard of. his regiment ; and imitating

the example of the Decii, devoted himfelf

to death. Ruming into the thickeft ranks

of the Auftrians, he called on his foldiers to

follow him. They did fo with enthufiafm,

and foon fnatched from the enemy their

temporary advantages. But Schwerin was

killed almoft immediately, by three balls

which he received in the breaft, one of

which pierced his heart. He was not lefs

deeply lamented by his mafter, than was

Le Fort by Peter the Great ; and Frederic

has immortalized the circumftances of his

death, by erecting a flatue to his memory,
in one of the principal fquares of Berlin.

Schwerin is there reprefented as Me fell, the

colours clafped in his hand, and in the act

of
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of exp'rlng. The monument commemo-

rates at once the frailty of the Sovereign,

and the merits of the General.

Prince Charles Lichtenftein, who was

prefent in the battle of Prague, and who

held at that time a diftinguimed rank in the

Auftrian cavalry, has related to me many

intereftmg particulars refpecllng the en-

gagement. The weather had been for

fome days previous, uncommonly hot and

dry. Nothing could exceed the clouds

of duft which flew up after the action

commenced
;

and when the left wing,
^

which was under Prince Charles of Lor-

rain's command, retreated precipitately into

Prague, the whirlwinds of duft grew fo

violent, that it became almoft impoflible

any longer to diftinguifh the blue, from the

white uniforms. Marfhal Brown having
received a wound from a cannon ball,

which fplintered his leg, the confufion

augmented among the Auftrians, who fled

on every fide. Frederic, viclorious, laid

fiege to Prague, and ieemed to be on the

point of making prifoners the army fhut up
M 2 in
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in the city. But, fortune, joined to his own

temerity, extricated the Emprefs Queen
from a fituation fo full of danger.

Prince Charles Lichtenftein told me that

he had a brother named Philip, who ferv-

ed, as well as himfelf, in the Imperial

troops, and who fell in the action. No

man in the army was of more unqueftion-

able courage, or more warmly attached to

his profeffion. It being probable, from the

rapid march and difpofitions of the King of

Pruffia, that he intended, as foon as he was

joined by Schwerin, to attack the Auftrians ;

every preparation was made, and every re-

quifite order was ifllied by Marlhal Brown,

on the evening preceding the battle. The

principal .officers were enjoined to be at their

refpective pofts by day-break ; and Prince

Charles having been on horfeback for

feveral hours, had retired to his tent, mean-

ing to take fome repofe. But, fcarcely had

he lain down and fallen afleep, when he was

awakened by his brother Philip, who fhook

him, and told him that he had fomething to

impart of moment. "
D.o it then quickly,"

anfwered
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anfwered he,
" for I am very fleepy, and

" we mall be called betimes to-morrow."

Charles," faid Prince Philip,
"

I believe

* c

you do not doubt my courage, nor
" think me capable of being deprefied at

11 the profped; of a battle
;
but I have been

" fo unaccountably dejected all day, and
"

T am fo certain I fhall fall to-morrow in

" the field, that I could <:njoy no tran-

"
quillity of mind till I had come to you.

I have fome directions to give relative

to my concerns, which I muft entreat

you to receive, and then I fhall be per-

feebly at eafe," Prince Charles was,

however, fo far from complying with his

brother's defire, that he. rallied him on his

weaknefs, refilled to liften to him, and

fent him away to his quarters ; defiring

him, not to interrupt any more his repofe,

as he fhould have fo much occupation on

the enfuing day. Thus repulled, Philip

reluctantly withdrew to his teat
; while

his brother, like Don Mathias de Sylva ia

4< Gil Bias," foon relapfed into a found

Heep.

M 3
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From this ftate he was a fecond time

roufed by Prince Philip, though not with-

out difficulty.
"

It is in vain, Charles,"

faid he,
" that you treat me with levity ;

"
my hour is come, and to-morrow I mall

"
fall. I muft infift upon it therefore,

" that you take down my" laft requefts.

"
They mail be very brief, and cannot

4t
detain you beyond a few minutes." Half

aileep, as well as out of humour at being

fo difturbed, Prince Charles at length took

a pencil, and committed to paper fome

heads of teftamentary difpofitions dictated

by his brother. They refpeded principally

his miftrefs and his creditors
; which being

done, he again retired. On the following

day he received a wound from a mufket

ball, and was carried to his tent
; whence

afcer having been drefTed, he infifted on

returning to the field. -The furgeon and

attendants endeavoured to withhold him
;

but, neither entreaties nor expostulations

could prevent his following the impulfe of

his courage. He foon received a fecond

wound,
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wound, which terminated his life in the

prime of youth. Had he efcaped unhurt,

his prediction would have been confid^red

only as an idle dream, and never com-

memorated. Its accidental accomplifhment

imprefies it on the imagination.

I return to the King of Pruffia. If that

Prince would have been fatisfied to profe-

cute the fiege of Prague with vigour, it is

highly probable that he muft have become

mafter of the place, and confequently have

made Prince Charles of Lorrain and his

army prifoners. Or, if renouncing the at-

tempt, he had only purfued without delay

the flying enemy, during the firft impref-

fion of their defeat
;

it is not lefs probable

that he might have carried all before him,

to the banks of the Danube. The Auftrians

required time to rally, and to collect new

forces
; by allowing it them, Frederic com-

mitted an irreparable error. Relying too

much on his paft fuccefs, and trufting to

fprtune, he ventured to leave a part of his

army before Prague, while he marched in
/

perfon to give battle with the remainder.

M 4 At
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At this critical jundure Daun came for-

ward, the Fabius of the Auftrians, who by
his conftitutional caution, was wonderfully
well adapted to make head againft a Prince

of Frederic's character. He was of a noble

family, and had long ferved with diftinc-

tioh in the Imperial forces. Naturally

phlegmatic, and often irrefolute, he requir-

ed to be impelled, rather than reflrained.

Of infurmountable cbolnefs, no dangers

ruffled, and no reverfes deprefled him.

In his friend General Lacy, who accom-

panied him, he found the qualities which

nature had denied to himfelf; decifion,

activity, and energy* To Lacy's advice

and exhortations, was due much of the

fame acquired by Daun, who highly ef-

teemed him, and confulted him on all occa-

fions of emergency.

The (lories which are related of Daun's

felf-poffenTon, excite a degree of admiration,

and almoft of incredulity. Count Stuart,

?.n officer of Scotch extraction, who ferved
t

under him during a great part of the war;

aflured me that at the battle of Hohkirchen
.

in
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in .1758, he faw Daun giving fome direc-

tions to a colonel of artillery, when a can-

non ball took off his head. The Marfhal,

though he was fo clofe as to he covered

with the blood, neither turned afide, nor

uttered a word, nor made the fmalleft mo-

tion. Perfectly calm, he only addrefled

himfelf to the next artillery officer in rank,

ordering him to execute the commifiion

with which he had charged the other. It is

well known that on another occafion, riding

out with General Serbelloni to reconnoitre

the Prtiflian forces, they were repeatedly

fired at by parties ported in the hedges.

The mot flying about their heads, Daun

was preparing to retire ; but Serbelloni,

who was pointing with his finger to an

object which he wifhed the Marfhal to

remark, exclaimed,
" Ces ne font que des

" mouches." An inflant afterwards, a mot

(nattered his hand : Daun turning quietly

round, only faid,
"

II me paroit au moinSj
"

que les mouches ont piques.''

It
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It was at Colin that Frederic for the firft

time fully experienced the inftability of for-

tune. His preceding victories had fome-

what intoxicated him, and induced him to

truft too much to the fuperiority of his

arms. Marfhal Brown having been ren-

dered incapable of commanding, in confe-

quence of his wound ;
and Prince Charles

of Lorrain being fhut up in Prague ;
Daun

collected the fcattered remains of the Auf-

trians, who were foon joined by new forces.

About eleven o'clock in the morning of

the 1 8th of June 1757, his Pruffian Majefty

appeared in fight. Daun's head-quarters

were ftationed at the little village of

Chotzemitz, near the town of Colin, on

an eminence ; whence, with a telefcope in

his hand,- he attentively furveyed every

difpofition of the enemy. He remarked

them long in filence ;
at length taking the

glafs from his eye,
" Ma foi," faid he,

"
il

** me femble que le Roi doit perdre au-

ct

jourd'huy."

Frederic
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Frederic began the attack, after a variety

of. manoeuvres, at two in the afternoon.

The Auftrians, on the firft charge, were

thrown into fuch confufion, that Marfhal

Daun, apprehenfive of an entire defeat,

iflued orders for fecuring his retreat, and

for removing the artillery without delay.

But, two regiments of Saxons newly raifed,

confifting principally of young recruits

who had fcarccly feen any fervice, were

highly inftrumental in checking the ardour

of the Pruflians, They repulfed, and finally

drove back the enemy. Another circum-

ftance impoflible to have been forefeen,

materially contributed to decide the fate

the action in favour of Daun. One of

the Pruffian columns as it marched up,

was annoyed by a party of Croats flationed

in a wood, who kept up a brifk fire on

their flank. The King informed of it, dif-

patched an Aide-de-camp to order aregiment

of the column to enter the wood, and to

diflodge the Groats. But, the officer who

carried the meflage, forgot, or neglected to

caufe



caufe the column to advance, On the

contrary, it was flopped for a confidef-

able time, , while the regiment fent to at-

tack the Croats, executed that commiilion.

If inftead dfi haiting, the column had ra-

pidly filled up the interval, advanced*

opened, and formed
; it was fuppofed they

might have done great execution, perhaps

have totally changed the afpedt of affairs.

When at laft they came up, it was too late

to be of any effectual fervice. The King
made feveral (kfperate efforts to force the

Auftrian lines
; but, his troops, dimeartened

and fatigued, coiild not be induced to con-

tinue their attacks. Towards eight in the"

evening the action ceafed, the- Pruflians

fled, and the roiit became general. Frederic

was compelled to raife the fiege of Prague"

precipitately and to retire in ibme di-forder

towards the confines of Saxony.

Never was victory more opportunely

gained, nor more important in its confe-

^uences. The army, indofed within the

\valls OL Prague, prefied by famine, and

dim
r

nUlaed
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diminimed by ficknefs, could not long have

held out the place. Neither, if Daim had

been vanquished at Colin, could any new

body of forces have been fpeedily oppofed

to the Pruflians. They might have advanced

to the vicinity of Vienna, and driven

Maria Therefa from her capital, as had been

done before by the French and Bavarians.

So flgnal a fervice juftly procured Daun

prodigious reputation, and the death of

Marfhal Brown placed him in the fupreme

command of the Auftrian armies. Brown

expired at Prague, in confequence of his

wound, accelerated by a confumptive habit

of body. His enemies pretended that

the chagrin which he felt at Daun's extra-

ordinary fuccefs, when contrafted with his

own recent defeats at Prague, and at Lowo-

fitz, haftened his end. He affected how-

ever, to participate in the general congratu-

lations o'n the vidory of Colin ; and as a

teftimony of his efteem for Daun, he or-

dered his bed Englifh horfe to be carried

to that commander, as foou as he received

the



174 MEMOIRS OF THE

the intelligence. He furvived it only a

few days.

A melancholy reverfe fucceeded to the

late rapid conquefts of Frederic. Inftead

of over-running Bohemia, and penetrating

into Auftria, as he expected to have done, he

could fcarcely maintain himfelf in* Saxony.

The victorious troops of Daim not only

preffed upon his rear, but in a great mea-

fure recovered Silefia. On the other fide

advanced to attack him the army of the

German Empire, united with the forces of

France. The fame Prince, who in June

appeared to be on the point of dictating

peace at the gates of Vienna
; before the

clofe of October, doubted whether he

fhould be able to defend his patrimonial

dominions from the attacks of his ene-

mies. But the campaign of 1757 exhibits

from its commencement to its termi-

nation, an unparalleled chain of reverfes

and vicimtudes. At the moment when

winter was already begun, Frederic, by

two decifive victories completely extri-

cated
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cated his affairs, and refumed his former

afcendancy.

Rofbach, a little village not far from the

banks of the river Saal in Thuringia, was

the fcene of the firft of thefe memorable

actions. It took place on the, fifth of

November ; and like the "
battle of the

Spurs," in the fixteenth century, might

rather be denominated a rout than an

engagement. The allied army had two

chiefs ;
the forces of the Empire being

commanded by the Prince of Saxe-Hil-

burghauien, while the French auxiliary

troops were under the orders of the Prince

of Soubife. The fuperiority of the Pruffian

manoeuvres was aided no lefs by the

temerity of the enemy previous to the en-

gagement, than by their fubfequent panic.

Scarcely did they refift for more than half

an hour. During the interview between

the Emperor and the King of Pruflia, in

1770, at Neuftadt in Moravia, Frederic

gave the former a moil humorous and ludi-

crous defcription of the battle of Rofbach ;
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in the courfe of which he treated the

French with the utmoft
feverity. General

Noftitz, who was prefent, allured me of

the facl:. Indeed, whatever may be his

Pruffian Majefty's partiality towards the

nation, he is known to hold their
difcipline

and tatics in the utmoft contempt.

But the victory at Rofbach, however

brilliant, by no means liberated the King
from his difficulties. It was necefTary to

gain another not lefs decifive, over the Auf-

trians; who, after taking Schweidnitz, had

attacked and defeated the Pruffians, en-

trenched under the cannon of Breflati.

That city itfelf, the capital of Silefia,

unable to refift an army of eighty thoufand

men, had furrendered ; while the mattered

remains of the Prince of Bevern's fmall

force was reduced to abandon any fur-

ther attempt to ftop their progrefs. Such

was flill the defperate fituation of his

affairs in Silefia, when Frederic gained

the battle of Lifla, on the 4th of De-

cember. The incapacity and miiconducT:

5 of
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of Prince Charles of Lorrain, who com-

manded the Auftrian forces, enabled the

King, with inferior numbers, and in the

fpace of lefs than three hours, nearly to

annihilate that formidable army. Inftead

of remaining within his entrenchments,

where he would have been inattackable,

Prince Charles uAneceflarily advanced, and

offered battle. Silefia was the prize for

which they contended, and it immediately

returned to the conqueror. Scarcely could

the furvivors of the defeat at Lifla, re-

duced to one-third of their original num-

bers, reach Bohemia ; where, I am allured,

twenty thoufand Auftrians were carried into

the hofpitals.

Prince Jofeph Lobkowitz, who was

prefent in the ation, was fent on the

following morning to the field of battle
;

a fufpenfion of arms for twenty-four hours

having been granted, in order to allow

time to bury the dead. The cold
t
of the

night was extremely feverej and I have

i. N heard
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heard him fay, that the fpectacle which

prefented itfelf was fuch as no language

could well defcribe ; great numbers of the

men and horfes who had fallen on the

preceding day,, being hard frozen, and

their limbs fixed in the attitudes of pain

or diftortion in which they had expired.

Nor was the flight of the Auftrians after

the engagement, lefs deftructive than the

action itfelf. Compelled, almoft deftitute

of baggage or necefiaries, to pafs the de-

files which feparate Silefia from Bohemia,

thoufands funk under the weight of their

arms, and perifhed amidft the fnows, of

hunger, cold, and fatigue ;
or were maf-

facred by the peafants. After five great

battles, in four of which the King had

been prefent, and in three of which he

had been victorious; he ftill retained pof-

feflion of Saxony, had reconquered Silefia,

and menaced the Emprefs Queen with a

hew irruption into her dominions, on the

return of fpring.

The
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The campaign of 1758, lefs brilliant and

varied than the one which we have juft re-

viewed, difplays neverthelefs, the firm cha^

racier and vaft refources of Frederic, under

circumftances the moft adverfe, augmented

by defeat. After retaking Schweidnitz, the

only remaining acquifition of the enemy,
he b*irft unexpectedly into Moravia, and

inverted Olmutz, the capital. Had he

fucceeded, nothing could have prevented

his penetrating to Vienna. It is how-

ever, the opinion of almoft every officer,

Pruffian, Auftrian, or Saxon, with whom
I ever converfed, that the King acted in-

judicioufly in directing his arms againft

Moravia. If, inftead of undertaking a

fiege fo hazardous and difficult as Olmutz,

he had entered Bohemia early in May,
no effectual oppofition could have been

made to him by Marfhal Daun, whofe

army was ftill in the hofpitals. But while

the Pruffians continued before Olmutz, that

commander aflembled his troops. Lau-

dohn, who afterwards fignalized himfelf

N 2 fo
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fo much, having defeated a convoy of

provifions on its way to the Pruffian eamp,

compelled Frederic to renounce his enter^

prize. He retired
;

but it was the retreat

of a Lion, who turns upon his purfuers,

Fruftated, not vanquifhed; formidable even

in defeat ; carrying with him all his artilr

lery and his baggage, he left to Daun little

more than a negative triumph.

New and equally formidable enemies

waited for him on the banks of the Oder,

whom it was neceffary to expel from his

dominions. The Mufcovites, after ravaging

the kingdom of Pruffia, had entered Bran-

denburgh, and were advancing towards

Berlin, conducted by General Fermer.

Frederic gave them battle at the little village

of Zorndorf, not far from Cuftrin upon the

Oder ; and it might be termed a carnage,

rather than an adion. Neither the fury

of his artillery, the valor and difcipline of

his infantry, nor the repeated charges of

his cavalry, could compel the Ruffians to

recede a foot; much lefs to turn their

backs,
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backs, or take to flight. During near thir-

teen hours, from fix in the morning till

feven in the evening of the 2jth of Auguft>

they with flood, unmoved, every effort of

the Pruffian tactics. After the (laughter of

twenty-one thoufand men, they ftill dif-

dained to retreat, and night alone terminated

the combat. But the Ruffian commander,

by immediately falling back towards Poland,

while he feemed to yield the honor of the

victory to Frederic, allowed him time to

fly to the afliftanee of his brother.

It was become indifpenfable to extricate

Prince Henry, whom Daun had already

furrounded in the vicinity of Drefden-.

The King's approach effected it ;' but, not

content with obliging the Auftrians to

abandon their project, he rafhly attempted

to cut off their communication with Bo-

hemia. Regardlefs of the advice and

remonftrances of Marfhal Keith, he per-

fifted for that purpofe to occupy a pofition

at the village of Hohkirchen, near Baut-

zen, in Lufatia. Keith predicted to him

N 3 that
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that he would be there attacked by Daun,

and afTerted that the poft was untenable

againft fuperior numbers. His apprehen-

fions were flighted by the King, and the

event foretold, took place. Favored by
the night and a thick fog, Daun, on the

1 4th of October, furprized the Pruflian

camp, drove their troops from, the heights

of Hohkirchen, and gained a fignal vic-

tory. But the King's greateft and moft

irreparable lofs was that of Keith himfelf,

who, after having rallied the foldiers, and

performed for more than three hours all the

functions of a confummate General, fell in

the church-yard of the village, mortally

wounded.

Marlhal Keith was born in Scotland,

of a very ancient and noble family, which,

unhappily, from principles of generous,

but miftaken attachmeut to the exiled

houfe of Stuart, engaged in the rebellion

of 1715, againft George the Firft.

Obliged to quit his native country, he

entered into the fervice of Ruflia, where

he
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rie rofe to the rank of Field-Marflial
; and

afterwards paffed into that of Frederic the

Second. By him, who knew how to

appreciate, and to value merit, Keith was

not lefs beloved than refpected. All his

exertions to wreft the victory from Daim

at Hohkirchen, were unfuccefsful. His

body, after he fell, ftripped and naked, was

carried into the church of the village,
and

laid upon a barrow, covered with a Croat's

cloak. When all refiftance on the part of

the Pruffians was completely at an end,

and their army difperfed ; Marmal Daun,

accompanied by Lacy and feveral other

officers entered the church. Seeing a

dead body expofed on a barrow, and con-

ceiving it to be fome perfon of diftin&ion,

he enquired who it was ? Lacy approached

the corpfe, and after attentively regarding

it, exclaimed with great emotion,
" Alas !

'tis my father's beft friend, 'tis Keith!"

The late Marfhal Lacy and he had

both been in the fervice of Ruflia, had

made more than one campaign together,

N 4 under
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under the reign of the Emprefs Arine,

and had lived on terms of intimate friend-

fhip. At fo melancholy a piece of 'intel-

ligence, Daun burft into tears, as did Lacy,
and every perfon prefent. How affecting

a moment j and how fublime, as well as

touching a fubjet, for the pencil of an

artift !

While they were paying this tribute of

refpedl and fympathy to the remains of

Keith, a Croat made his appearance,

dreffed in the Marmal's uniform, and hav-

ing acrofs his breaft the yellow riband of

the Pruffian order of the " Black Eagle."

Daun defiring to know how he came by
thofe fpoils,

"
I took them," anfwered

the Croat,
" from the man who lies

yonder, whom I killed and ftripped. I

have given him my cloak." The corpfe

was fcarcely in the leaft disfigured, or

bloody ;
nor was it without fome difficulty,

and after confiderable fearch, that the

wound which he had received, was dif-

coverable. A mufket-ball had penetrated

his
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his fide, or flank, but the orifice washardly

perceptible,
and only marked by a fmall

purple fpot. As he fell on his back, he

had bled inwardly.

Daun having inftantly ordered out three

regiments under arms, caufed him to be

interred with all the military honours due to

his high rank and his diftinguifhed merit.

On the enfuing day the Marfhal received

a letter from his Pruflian Majefty, brought

by a trumpet. In it, Frederic, after con-

gratulating him on his late victory, and

complimenting him on the manoeuvres

which had conduced to fo fignal a fuccefs,

requefted him to render every military ho-

nor to the remains of the great man, whom
it had been his misfortune to lofe. The

Auftrian commander in his reply befought

the King to believe, that he had not waited

for his royal commands on fuch a point ;

but had already paid to the deceafed Mar-

fhal every mark of refpect in his power,

Frederic, in his letter to Daun, made no

mention whatever of Prince Francis of

Brunfwic,
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Brunfwic, his own brother-in-law, who had

likewife fallen in the fame action. Sir

Robert Keith, (now envoy at Vienna, and

fo well known by his fpirited conduct in

Denmark during the revolution in 1772,)

has lately erected in the church of Hoh-

kirchen, an elegant marble monument to

the memory of his relation, Marfhal Keith.

Every particular relative to his death, here

enumerated, was imparted to me by an

Auftrian officer of diftinction who was

prefent.

If the King cannot be exempted from

cenfure for perfifting, in contradiction to

Keith's advice, to occupy the camp at

Hohkirchen, he is not lefs to be admired

for the celerity and fkill with which he

repaired his defeat. Far from reconquering

Silefia, or even expelling him from Sax-

ony, Daun found him equally formidable

as before the late misfortune. When he

attempted to befiege Neifs, and afterwards

to attack Drefden, Frederic obliged him to

renounce both enterprizes, and finally to

14 fall
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fall back upon Bohemia. The army of the

Empire, which nearly at the fame time

made a feeble effort to regain their honor

loft at Rofuach, was eatily repulfed : while

the Swedes, who only half a century before

had triumphantly overrun Poland, RufTia,

and Saxony, under Charles the Twelfth,

were compelled to retire precipitately from

Pomerania. If the campaign of 1758 had

been more difaftrous to Frederic than the

preceding one, it had likewife manifefted

in a confpicuous manner his prodigious

relburces. The next was deftined to put

him to ftill feverer trials.

Daun no longer engaged in 1759, the

principal attention of the King. Content

with watching his motions, with covering

Silefia, and deluding Saxony, Frederic

directed his moft active exertions againft

another enemy. The Ruffians, led by

Soltikoff, who had replaced their former

commander; after defeating Genera] Wedel

at Zullichau, near Croflen on the Oder,

had continued their march toward Berlin.

It
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It was marked by ravages of every kind j

and the King; irritated to a pitch of defpe-

ration at the defeat of Wedel, refolved to

give them once more battle. The Oder,

which had been twice the fcene of thefe

conflicts, witneffed a third engagement not

lefs fanguinary, and ftill more memorable

from its termination. All the preceding

difafters which Frederic had experienced,

were light in comparifon with the defeat

that he fuftained at Cunerfdorf.

Apprehenfive from the motions of the

Pruffian army, that the King meditated

an attack on Soltikoff, Marfhal Daun de-

tached Laudohn to join him, at the head

of twelve thoufand Auftrians and Saxons,

principally cavalry. The junction was

effected, not without difficulty, a very

few days before the engagement. On
the afternoon immediately preceding, it

Soltikoff and Laudohn rode out together,

in order to reconnoitre the enemy. As it

was evident that the King meant to bring

on a battle, Soltikoff took occafion to ex-

plain
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plain to his colleague, the difpofitions

which he intended to make for receiving

the Pruflians. He pointed out at the fame

time the pofition in which he fhould wait

for the attack, and the point againft

which, he conceived, it would be princi-

pally directed. Laudohn, though he coin^

cided with him in opinion, enquired

neverthelefs, what meafures he had taker*

for covering or fecuring his retreat, in cafe

of a difafter ?
" None whatever," replied

Soltikoff;
" the Ruffians are unacquainted

with retreats : they always either conquer

or die."

On the following morning, the twelfth

of Auguft, Frederic attacked the en-

trenched camp at Cunerfdorf. His greateft

efforts were directed againft their flank, at

the only point where it was acceflible, by
a narrow opening through a morafs. Two
Ruffian regiments, (rationed in the pafs,

long fuftained without giving way, the

onfet of the Pruffian army : they were

length put to the fword, and fell in

their
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their ranks. Soltikoff propofed therefore

to Laudohn, that a regiment of Auftrians

Ihould march into the vacant ipace, along

de of a regiment of his own troops.

But the Auftrian foldiers rejected the pro-

pofal with indignation. "We are ready-

to fight," cried they :
" but not to be

butchered like victims." Neither re-

proaches nor entreaties could alter their

determination
;

and they were even fo

exafperated againft Laudohn/ that they

threatened to tear him in piece's. In order

to avoid their fury, he was obliged to

conceal himfelf for a fhort time among
-the baggage, till their firft emotions of

ifcfentment had fubfided.

In this iluiation, unfupported by his

Auftrian allies, Soltikoff inftantly ordered

two regiments of his own troops to ad-

vance, with drums beating and colours

flying. Like their predeceflbrs they 'were

cut to pieces ; and were fucceeded by two

more, who underwent a fimilar fate.

Scarcely a. man remained alive j but, their

bodies
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bodies foon formed a ftupendous mound,

completely filling the fpace through which

alone the enemy could penetrate. Of the

feventh and eighth regiments, which in

turn occupied the fame fpot, fo few efcaped,

that the gentleman who related thefe par-

ticulars, aflured me, an officer of the name

of Richter, though only an enfign in the

morning, commanded the furvivors at the

clofe of the day.

Such troops, though they might be put

to the fword, it feemed impoflible 'to van-

quifh. The Pruffians, weaned with {laugh-

ter, and finking under the heat of the

weather, which was intolerable, began,

after fome hours, to relax in their ardour.

Inftead of refting fatisfied with the impor-

tant advantage which he had cheaply

gained, and waiting for a more favourable

occafion to complete the deftruction of his

enemies ; Frederic, in oppofitibn to all ad-

vice, forced his foldiers to new exertions.

Laudohn perceiving their exhaufted con-

dition,
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dition, and inftantly availing himfelf
.

of ir,

made a defperate charge at the head of the

Auftrian cavalry, which decided the for-

tune of the day. The Pruffians fled on

every fide, threw down their arms, and

abandoned the field. Tents, artillery, bag-

gage, every thing fell into the hands of the

conqueror. Scarcely could ten men be

collec/ted together in a body. Frederic,

obliged to confult his fafety by flight,

paffed the night in a hut, only a few miles

from the fcene of his defeat, deftitute of

protection, and almoft without neceffaries.

JLaudqhn, after exprefling to the Ruffian

General his admiration of the valour and

fteadinefs of his troops, offered,, if Soltikoff

would entruft a few of them to his com-

mand, to go in purfuit qf the beaten enemy.
He even ventured to arifwer for bringing

his Pruflian Majefty prifoner into the

camp within three days. Far from accept-

ing the offer, Soltikoff coldly declined it.

*' I have already gained two battles," faitf
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he,
" in little more than a fortnight ; let

"
my brother Daun now do fomething in

" the common caufe."

Inftead of being overwhelmed by fuch

a difafter, as might have been expected,

Frederic foon revived more formidable from

his defeat. The inaction of the Ruffians

allowed him time to aflemble a new army ;

and Soltikoff neither followed up his vic-

tory, nor atchieved any thing of confe-

quence during the reft of the campaign.

But Drefden, which the Pruflians had

hitherto held, was wrefted from them by
Daun

;
and as if fomething fmifter prefided

in the councils of their Sovereign, he un-

derwent foon afterwards a humiliation ftill

more poignant than the calamity of Cunerf-

dorf : I mean the furrenderof near twenty
thoufand troops at Maxen ;

an event which

may almoft be compared with the difgrace

of the Caudine Forks, fo memorable in the

hiftory of Rome, Ever difpofed from his

turn of mind and character, to act offen-

fively, the King ventured to detach a body
of forces, in order to cut off Daun's com-

VOL. i. o munication
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munication with Bohemia. They were

commanded to take poft at Maxen ;
a

pofition capable of being defended againft

fuperior numbers, and from its fituation

admirably calculated to intercept the retreat

of the Auftrians. Finck, a General of expe-

rience and merit, was felecled for this

comrniffion, in the execution of which, he

did not, however, by any means anfwer

the expectations of his mafter.

I have heard the conduct of Finck dif-

cuffed by many Auftrian officers who were

prefent at his furrender ; and they in gene-

ral agree, that he not only took a bad pofi-

tion, but that he defended it ftill worfe.

By leaving the heights above his camp

unoccupied, he committed an irreparable

fault, which enabled Daun, after furround-

ing, ultimately to compel him to lay down

his arms. Always flow, and frequently

irrefolute, Daun hefitated neverthelefs,

whether he mould make the attempt ; but

the exhortations of Lacy prevailed over his

indecifion. Finck, inverted on every fide

by the Auftrians, found efcape impoffible ;

and
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and Lacy, after having made himfelf maf-

ter of the heights which commanded the

PrufTian camp, fummoned their commander

to furrender. He was not in want of

provifions ;
and General Wunfch, as well

as many other officers, indignant at the

idea <jf fubmitting to an ignominious capi-

tulation, propofed either to cut their paflage

through the enemy, or to perifh to the laft

man fword in hand. Finck, though he

rejected the propofal, yet did not furrender

till he had vainly made every effort to libe-

,rate himfelf and his unfortunate army.

While the articles were framing, Wunfch

attempted to force his way at the head of

two regiments of cavalry. But, on the

menace of the Auftrians to put the remain-

ing troops to the fword, and at Finck's ex-

prefs command, he reluctantly returned to

the camp. Seventeen thoufand of Frederic's

veteran foldiers piled up their arms. Lacy
rode in among them, after having con-

cluded the capitulation, and made regi-

ment after regiment prifoners of war.

o 2 The
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The King was more fenfible to this dif-

graceful and unexpected blow, than he had

been to all his preceding defeats. In the

violence of his refentment, he refilled to

admit Finck to his prefence, or.even to hear

his juftification. That officer foon after-

wards entered into the Daniih fervic% and

is fmce dead at Copenhagen. I ought how-

ever, to add, that many perfons here at

Berlin, who are well able to appreciate the

conduct of Finck, declare that
.
he was lefs

culpable than unfortunate. They aflert that

he. originally remonftrated againft the mea-

fure'of taking poll at Maxen, and only did

it in- compliance with his mailer's peremp-

tory orders. Thus terminated the cam-

paign of 1759, rendered for ever memo-

rable by the reveries of Cunerfdorf and of

Maxen. Saxony was likewife wrefted from

Frederic, which had ferved as a barrier to

his own dominions ; while his enemies,

elated by fuccefs, proi-nifed themfelves to

effect his entire deftruclion in the courfe

of the enfuing year.

Neither
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Neither Daun nor SoltikofF form the

moft confpicuous figures in 1760. On the

contrary, they fink into comparative ob-

fcurity ; while Laudohn, who had fo lately

diftinguimed himfelf at Cunerfdorf, by the

fuperiority of his views, added to the deci-

fion and rapidity of his movements, conti-

nued to inflict the moft fevere and humili-

ating wounds on the Pruffian Monarchy.

Fouquet, another General of Frederic's,

renewed in fome meafure at Landfhut,

the capitulation of Finck at Maxen. He
made indeed a more vigorous defence

; but,

the termination was fcarcely lefs dimonor-

able, and equally calamitous. Of twenty-

one thoufand men whom he commanded,
not above fix thoufand efcaped the fword

or a prifon ;
and Fouquet himfelf was

among the number of the captives. Two
fuch difafters following each other at fo

fhort an interval, fullied no lefs the luftre

of the Pruffian arms, than they elevated the

courage of their opponents. Glatz, one

sf the keys of Silefia, for which Laudohn

o 3 and
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and Fouquet had contended, fell to the

former.

That province became once more the

principal theatre of the military operations,

where Frederic maintained a defperate and

unequal conflict againft fuperior forces.

On every fide he appeared to be precluded

not only from afiiftance, but even from ef-

cape. The Auftrian and Ruffian Generals

having enclofed him, anticipated his fall

or his furrender. They already meditated

to furprife him in his camp, and to renew

the affair at Hohkirchen. But, the genius

of Frederic fuftained, and his celerity ex-

tricated him in this emergency. Without

allowing his enemies time to mature their

meafures, he marched to meet the danger ;

and fele&ing Laudohn as the mod expofed

from his fituation, he attacked that General

at Lignitz on the I5th of Auguft. After

a defperate refiftance the King obtained a

victory, fo much the more gratifying, as

it was gained over a man whofe name and

fuccefles had deprefied the Pruflians. It has

been
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been commonly aflerted, that Lacy, who

commanded a feparate body of troops,

might have advanced in time to Laudohn's

relief; but, that from a fpirit of rivalfhip

or jealoufy, he withheld his affiftance.

Nothing can however, I believe, be more

unfounded as well as unjuft than fuch an

afperfion, which is beft confuted by Lacy's

life and character. Far from fuftaining

any diminution of fame, Laudohn rofe

more refpectable from his defeat, and glo-

rioufly repaired the difafter of Lignitz

before the clofe of the war.

Under ordinary circumftances, where the

refpective force was in any meafure ba-

lanced, Frederic's late victory would have

given him a decided fuperiority during the

remainder of the campaign. But, ib itn-

menfe was the difparity of numbers, that

no common exertions could even long

protract his total ruin. Berlin itfelf was

laid under contribution by the Ruffians :

Laudohn ftill maintained himfelf in the

midft of Silefia, while Daun and Lacy
were matters of Saxony and Lufatia. It

o was
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was not enough for Frederic to have

forced Soltikoff to have abandoned Bran-

denburgh, and ultimately to evacuate the

other parts of his dominions. Some great

and decifive victory was Receflary, in order

to enable him to take up his winter-

quarters in Saxony. Rendered defperatc

by his fituation, and regardlefs of obftacles,

Frederic refolved to attack the Auftrians,

who occupied a pofition along the Elbe,

equally ftrong and advantageous. Such

were the circumftances in which took place

the memorable battle of Torgau, on the

third of November.

In no action of the whole war, not even

at Colin, did the King probably commit fo

much to fortune
;
fmce the consequences

of defeat to him were incalculable. Ani-

mated by a fenfe of the neceffity of con-

quering, Iqe forgot every perfonal confider-

ation, and expofed himfelf to the feyereft

fire, while he rallied and led his cavalry

again and again to the charge. But fuch

were the impediments, natural and arti-

ficial, with which his infantry had to

contend,



COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 2OJ

contend, that though they difplayed the

{teadieft courage, they never could open

and form in face of the Auftrian batteries.

Towards evening, notwithstanding the per-

tinacious efforts of the King to. tear the

victory from Daun, he not only main-

tained his ground, but had repulfed the

Pruffians. Eighteen thoufand of their beft

troops were left on the field, and fcarcely

two thirds of that number }iad fallen on the

other fide, Frederic, unable to renew the

conteft, muft have fallen back upon Bran-

denburg ;
and Daun had already difpatched

a courier, to announce to the Emprefs Queen
the intelligence of a decifive victory ; when

an unexpected and fortuitous event com-

pletely change4 the fortune of the day.

Some Pruffian Soldiers haying accidentally

difcovered that the heights of Siplitz, which

commanded the Auftrian camp, were un-

guarded, carried the intelligence to their

officer. After afcertaining the fad:, he re-

ported it to General Ziethen ; who, equally

aftonifhed and delighted at the information,

caufe^
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caufed feveral pieces of cannon to be im-

mediately tranfported thither, and occupied

the poft with a detachment of troops. The

xlarknefs of the night favoured and facili-

tated his operations. At daybreak fo

tremendous a cannonade opened on the

forces of Daun, that he was compelled to

break up his camp, and to retire in the

utrnoft confufion, harafled and purfued by
the Pruffians. A fecond courier was fent oft*

to Vienna, to communicate to Maria The-

refa the difaftrous reverfe which had taken

place. Lacy alone of all the Imperial Ge-

nerals retreated in admirable order at the

head of the divifion which he commanded,

along the left bank of the Elbe. In fight

of the vi&orious army, on the fame fide of

the river, he made good his retreat for

feveral leagues. Then eroding the Elbe at

the town of Meiflen, he gained the oppofite

heights, and checked the further progrefs

of the enemy. This manoeuvre may rank

with the fineft of the prefent age. But,

all the advantages of vidory remained to

Frederic.
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Frederic. Laudohn, reluctantly compelled

to quit Silefia, once more abandoned that

Dutchy ;
while the Pruffians, favoured by

their late fuccefs, took up their winter-

quarters again in Saxony.

The campaign of 1761, unlike all the

preceding, is flerile in great events, no ge-

neral action having been fought anywhere
from its commencement to its clofe. En-

feebled by their paft exertions, and ren-

dered mutually cautious by the reverfes of

fortune which they had in turn experienced,

neither party feemed inclined to rifk an

engagement. But, it was apparent that the

King muft ultimately fink under fuch aa

unequal ftruggle, which neither fubfidies,

nor ability, however confummate, nor mi-

litary fldll could long protract. At no

period of the war does he, indeed, juftly

excite fo much admiration. Five cam-

paigns had deprived him of his moft able

Generals, and left him little other refource

than in the unfiiaken firmnefs of his own
character. A meaner Prince muft have

inevitably fallen under the weight of his

enemies
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enemies and his embarrarTinents. Frederic,

by judicioufly protracting the final iffue,

effected his extrication. Inftead of acting

offenfively and committing all to hazard, as

lie had done more than once in the preced-

ing campaigns; he feems to have exchanged

qualities with his antagonift, and to have

adopted the phlegm as well as the caution of

Daun. This verfatility, which is not the

leaft wonderful feature of his character,

proved the prefervation of Silefia, and of

the Pruifian Monarchy. Both muft have

been loft by a falfe ftep, or by an act of

imprudence.

On the other hand, the Court of Vienna

And the commanders of the Auftrian forces,

by not adopting the moft vigorous meafures,

were guilty of an unpardonable error. They
could not be ignorant that their ally the

Emprefs of Ruffia was in a very precarious

ftate of health
;
and they knew that her

death would at leaft diffolve the union be-

tween the two Crowns, if not convert the

Ruffians into open enemies. Under fuch

circumftances, it feems obvious that Daijn
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fKould have forced the -King to an a&ion,

let the obftacles have been ever fo great,

iince a fmgle victory over him would have

ended the conteft. But, though Maria The-

reia's forces were joined by the Ruffians not

far from Breilaw ;
fo ably did Frederic

chule his pofition, that Daun. never ven-

tured to attack him in his camp near

Schweidnitz. While his brother Henry,
with, inferior forces defended Saxony and

Branclenburgh ;
the King baffled all the

efforts of Daun, and finally compelled his

Mufcovite allies to retire into Poland, with-

out effecting any material object. If Lau-

dohn had not partly fupplied Daun's inac-

tivity, the campaign of 1761 would prefent

a blank, deflitute of events : but, neither

Frederic's activity nor his vigilance, how-

ever unremitted, could prevent that able

General from at once forming and executing

an enterprize, in which we are at a Tofs

whether to admire moft his audacity, his

rapidity, or his fuccefs. Schweidnitz, the

moft important fortrefs in all Silefia, de-

fended by a numerous garrifon, and com-

manded



SOU MEMOIRS OF THE

manded by a general officer of approved

capacity fell into the hands of the Auftrians.

Laudohn having unexpectedly marched

with the velocity of lightning to attack it

on the firft of October, inftantly planted his

ladders againft the walls ; and defpifmg

the ordinary forms of a fiege, carried it by

ftorm, at the point of the bayonet, in three

hours.

So unexpected a difafter feemed to pre-

fage the approaching fall of the King him-

ielf, which every thing announced to be

imminent and almoft inevitable. Charles

the Twelfth's fituation after his defeat at

Pultowa, was hardly more , defperate than

that of Frederic, towards the clofe of 1761.

Another campaign, according to all appear-

ances, muft -have ,laid him entirely at the

mercy of the vafl combination which had

determined his definition. Maria Therefa,

miflrefs of Schweidnitz and of Glatz, already

anticipated- the reftoration of all Silefia ;

while the various Princes and States, whom
Frederic had either injured or attacked, im-

patiently waited for the accomplifhment of

their
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their refpective expectations, in the divifion

of his dominions. Such .was the critical and

hopelefs condition of his affairs, when the

death of Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruflia,

took place.

That Princefs, .Frederic's implacable,

enemy, expired at Peterfburgh, of a dif-

temper accelerated by her intemperance, on

the fifth of January 1762. ^er. nephew and

fucceflbr, Peter the Third, who had iecretly

laboured during feveral years to impede the

progrefs'of the Ruffian armies, inftantly

manifefted without diiguife, the violent

predilection that he had long nourifhed for

his Pruffian Majefty; a partiality which

rofe to adoration. Not content with

feparating his forces from thofe of Maria

Therefa, he acted as her avowed enemy,
and as the auxiliary of Frederic : his reign

was indeed fhort, and its termination tra-

gical. But, the great principle of political

connection between Mufcovy and Auftria,

which had fubfifted under Elizabeth, was

not the lefs difloliVi^d. Catharine the Se-

cond, though (lie by no means adopted the

6 intern-
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intemperate zeal of her hufband in favour

of Pruflia, was too wife as well as too mag-

nanimous, to refume the perfonal animofities

of Elizabeth. She withdrew her troops alto-

gether from the conteft, almofl as foon as

fhe afcended the throne. Sweden, wearied

with a war in which fhe had loft her mili-

tary reputation, without reaping the fmalleft

augmentation of territory, had previoufly

concluded a feparate peace with the Court

of Berlin.

Liberated from two of his numerous op-

ponents, the King in 1762 became fuperior

to Daun in the field
;
more however, as it

would feem, by his own energy and the

character! ftic caution of the Imperial Gene-

ral, than- from any other c-ircumftance. In

face of the Auflrian army, Frederic even

ventured to fey regular fiege to Schweidoitz ;

which, after a long and gallant defence,

protracted to thelaft extremity, furrendered,

notwithstanding every effort made for

its prefervation.
'

With the battle of Frey-

berg, terminated the SeWikh and laft cam- '

paign of this long" and fanguinary war ;

an
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an action in which neither the King, nor

Daun, nor Laudohn, had any {hare.

The honour of the day was exclufively re-

ferved for Prince Henry of Pruffia, to

whom his brother conftantly intrufted the

arduous talk of repelling the enemy on the

Saxon frontier. Having attacked the com-

bined forces of Auftria and the Empire, on

the 29th of October, he obtained a brilliant

victory. Frederic, who, juftly alarmed

for his fafety, was in full march to his af-

fiftance, did not arrive till the day after the

engagement. Thofe who fee his character

through an unfavorable medium, aflert that

he has never forgiven Prince Henry for

having fo glorioufly clofed the war, with-

out waiting to allow a participator in his

fuccefs.

The Pruffian troops, elevated by their

advantages, once more re-entered Bohemia,
from which they had been fo long expelled ;

while detached parties ravaged the circle of

Franconia, ranfomed the city of Nurem-

berg, and fpread confirmation over every

part of the German empire. In this fitua-

VOL, i. p tion,
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tion, Maria Therefa, abandoned by RufHa

and by Sweden, deriving little or no affift-

ance from France, and unable to protect

her own dominions, was neceffitated to have

recouffe to negotiation. After feven cam-

paigns, and after fuftaining the rudeft fhocks

of aidverfe fortune, Frederic was ftill not

only capable of reiiftance, but in a ftate to

act every where ofFenfively. Of all their con-

quefts, Gl'atz alone, together with a portion

of the Dutchy of Cleves, remained in pof-

feflion of the Auftrians. Their facrifice

was requifite, in- order to induce the

enemy to evacuate Saxony, which unfor-

tunate country had feverely fuffered for the

political connections of its Sovereign, and

his fteady adherence to theHaufe of Auftria.

Thefe confiderations imperioufly dictated

the peace of Hubertfburg, which reftored

tranquillity to the empire in the beginning

of 1763. Silefia, the principal object of

conteftj remained entire to the Pruffian

monarchy ;
and fcarcely a foot of territory

was loft or gained by a war, which had not

only caufed fo vaft an effufion of blood,

but
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but which threatened more than <5nce the

Jubverfion of the prefent political fyftem of

Europe.

When we confider the long refiftance

made by a Prince fo inferior in political

ftrength to his anlagonifts ; when we appre-

ciate his military efforts, and compare them

with his apparent refources, we cannot re-

fufe to him our higheft admiration. He is

not merely great when crowned with fue-

cefs. His reverfes and defeats, his errors

and misfortunes, contribute to elevate him in

our opinion. We follow him with eager-

nefs through all the tranfitions of war
; and

we fee him with exultation emerge again

into daylight from his complicated diftrefs.

His fortitude, under circumftances of almoft

unparalleled depreffion, excites aftonifhment

Wended with refpet. Charles the Twelfth

was only a fuccefsful madman, deftitute of

iyftem, impelled by blind animofity, and

incapable of repairing his faults. After ele-

vating his country to a tranfitory point of

greatnefs in the fcale of Europe, he pre-

cipitated the Swedes into lafting poverty and

P 2 oblivion.
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oblivion. But Frederic knows how to pre-

ierve, as well as how to conquer. During

a war of fuch duration, marked in many of

its ftages by unprecedented calamities, he

neither impoverifhed, nor even greatly de-

populated his dominions. They are now

admitted to be more flouriihing and better

cultivated, than at any period fmce his

acceffion. It is true that his policy is not

always the moft upright, beneficent, or

confonant to the dictates of humanity.

And however neceffity, which has been

juftly termed the plea of tyrants, may
fometimes feem to acquit him

;
it is an

acquittal with which Princes fuch as Trajan

would not be fatisfied.

His treatment of the Saxons during the

late war, fcarcely admits of any juftification,

a*d will, 1 truft, have no imitators. I do not

merely allude to the fad: of his immuring the

principal inhabitants of Drefden in a public

building, where they were detained till

they had raifed a heavy contribution, and

afterwards drawn bills on their correfpond-

ents, in various parts of Europe. Nor do

I con-



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 213

I confider his caufing the fuburbs of that

beautiful city to be deftroyed, in order to

fecure it again ft the approach of the Auf-

trians
;
as meriting any fevere condemnation.

Thefe acts, however harfh, may be in a

great meafure juftified by military neceffity.

But, there are others imputable to Frederic,

over which no cafuiftry can throw a glofs.

Neither the laws of nations, nor thofe of

modern war, allow of tranfporting the male

and female manufacturers of a conquered

ftate, into the dominions of the invader.

This infraction of natural juftice was never-

thelefs committed at MeifTen in Saxony ;
a

place famous for the fabric of porcelain, fo

generally admired under the name of Dref-

den China. All the beft artifts, forcibly fent

to Berlin, were there compelled, during life,

to continue their labours, and exert their

talents, for the profit of a Sovereign, the

inveterate enemy of their country. They,
and their defendants or their fcholars, who
are ftill here, have become the involuntary

denizens of another foil, the fubjeds of

Frederic the Second.

P 3 Hundreds
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Hundreds of Saxon young women, car-

Tied off by violence from their paternal cot-

tages, were fent into the remoteft provinces

of thePruffian Monarchy, and there matched

with hufbands provided for them by the

State. The rape of the Sabines in^ anti-

quity, feems tp be the beft precedent for

fuch treatment. In compliance with the

fame fyftein of policy, numbers of the

Saxon youth, either taken in arms, or

dragged from the domeftic occupations of

hufbandry, were obliged to enter into the

Pruffian fervice, and tp carry deftrucltion

into the bofom of their native country.

The Romans, it is true, in the decline of

the empire, incorporated into their legions

the Barbarian youth of the Rhine and the

Danube. But, they never forced the Par-

thians, or the Huns taken in battle, to bear

arms againft their Sovereign, inftead of

fighting for his caufe. Such an experi-

ment might even be accounted dangerous

under a variety of afpects; but, Frederic pof-

fefles the fecret of directing and regulating

a machine, which iu common hands would

probably
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probably^be fatal to its inventor. His army,
unlike the military force of other Princes,

is compofed in peace as well as in war, of

difcordant and heterogeneous materials.

Every European State, from Spain to Ruffia,

may be faid to contribute towards its forma-

tion. Poland, Germany, Holland, Denmark,
but above all, France, furnifh him with re-

cruits. The French alone may be always

eftimated at five-and-twenty thoufand men.

Neither that fentiment which we deno-

minate the love of our country, nor the

principle of loyalty to the Sovereign, con-

ilitute here the general bafis of military

difcipline and adherence. Frederic contents

himfelf with fubftituting in their place

other motives of action, lefs voluntary and

lefs honourable, but equally efficacious.

How, in fact, can the native of Gafcony,
of Podolia, or of Suabia, entrapped or

feduced into a foreign fervice, and detained

in it by force, be animated with patriotifm,

affection, or even a fenfe of allegiance?

It is enough if he does not deteft the

Prince and the State for whom he draws
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the trigger, or pufhes the bayonet. Aware

of this original defect in the constitution

of his force, the King has recourfe to

other modes of maintaining and recruiting

his army. Never, perhaps, did human

ability, inverted with unlimited power,

exert fa much ingenuity in detaining its

captives ; for, in that light, the far greater

part of the foreign troops muft be con-

fidered. This city, as well as Potzdam,

is deftitute of fortifications ; but both are

furrounded with a ftrong wall, or ftoccade,

one of the principal objects of which is

to prevent defertion. With a view to

increafe the difficulties, all the fentinels on

guard are commonly placed either two

together, or at fo fmall a diftance from each

other, as to render it impracticable to

defert without being perceived. The line

of fentinels being double, one without the

other: and the foldiers being called over

every two hours
;

it feems nearly impoffible

to get, undifcovered, to any confiderable

diftance. If, however, by good fortune

pr fpeed, they ihould erFeft it, guns are

inftantly
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inftantly fired, to fpread the alarm through-

out the country. The peafants, on hear-

ing the fignal, are obliged to rife, in order

to fecure the unfortunate fugitive ; and

they are even perfonally interefted in his

recapture, as they muft furnifh a fubftitute

in the place of any one who efcapes. Yet,

in defiance of thefe, and fimilar precautions,

fuch are the attractions of freedom, and the

impatience of bondage, that every night

attempts are made to defert. The frontiers

of Saxony are fo near, that they may be

reached from Potzdam in the fpace of three

or four hours.

The prodigious proportion of foreigners

in the fervice of Frederic, renders it matter

of calculation at the commencement of a

war, whether one or two campaigns may
not be principally fupported at their ex-

pence, with a comparatively flender facri-

fice of native Pruffians. By thus fparing

the blood of his own fubje&s, and referv-

ing them for fubfequent emergencies, the

Ring is enabled to fuftain the firft mock

of
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of hoftilities, without materially afFe&irig

the internal induftry, cultivation, or popu-
lation of his dominions. It is neverthelefs

a dangerous weapon, which may recoil,

unlefs fuperintended with equal vigilance

and dexterity. The hayonet is admitted

to be more formidable than the mufket :

but, if it is to be feared, that the foldier

wants adherence to the Prince for whom
he fights, its very advantages become mat-

ter of apprehenfion. Whole platoons,

when once mingled with the enemy, may
throw down their arms : a circumftance

wholly impoffible to take place, while the fire

is kept up at a diftance between two bodies

pf troops. This is a delicate point on

which to explain myfelf ; but, it is well

underftood here, by every man acquainted

with the formation of the Pruffian army.

The Jews, who ever fince the time of

Adrian, have manifefted the moft decided

inaptitude and antipathy to war, have

neverthelefs attracted the attention of Fre-

deric, as capable of being made {ubfervient
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to the general protection or defence. After

the partition of Poland, five years ago,

finding that there was a very confiderable

number of them in the trad of territory

which fell to his fhare, he determined to

embody them, and to teach them the

fcience of arms. They vainly remonftrated

that war was neither analogous to their

genius, nor agreeable to their feelings. A

corps of feveral thoufand was formed,

compelled to learn the manual exercife,

and paffed in review. But, fuch was found

to be on trial, their infurmountable difmcli-

nation to bear arms, that after many vain

endeavours, they were finally broken and

difbanded. The abhorrence of the peafants

towards them being fo violent, that it was

apprehended the Jews might be maflacred

or pillaged, in paffing through the villages,

to their reipe&ive homes ;
an efcort of

horfe was therefore ordered to conduct

them in fafety back to their abodes. I

believe it is the only attempt of the kind,

has been yet made in our times,

to
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to bring Jews into the field
;

and having

failed in fuch able hands, we may conjec-

ture that it will not be fpeedily repeated

by other Princes.

No Sovereign, antient or modern, has

ever better known how to awaken and to

animate in his caufe, the vanity as well as

the pride of the foldier. In all his writ-

ings, in all his addrefTes to them, he calls

them by the endearing epithets of " Mes
"

cavaliers, mes enfans, mes camarades."

Thefe appellations, though they mean no-

thing in effecT:, yet produce a powerful

fenfation, and tend to make fome amends

for the want of more folid benefits or re-

munerations. There is, in fad, I believe,

no eftablimment in the Pruffian dominions,

precifely refembling thofe of Chelfea, or of

Greenwich among us, to which the inva-

lided or the wounded foldier may retire, after

having pafled his life in the active fervice of

the State. The veteran muft depend, in a

great meafure, on the King's ability, incli-

riation, and opportunity of providing for

him,
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him, when he can no longer carry arms.

His revenues, perhaps, are not fufficiently

ample to enable him to furnifh adequate

funds for age and infirmity, in every in-

itance. Detraction has accufed him of not

wifhing to maintain any troops, except

fuch as are capable of appearing in the

field : but, I believe the infmuation to be no

lefs malignant, than void of foundation.

Frederic underftands too well his real in-

tereft, ever to treat with cruelty the fup-

porters of his greatnefs, the inftruments

and companions of his victories.

Fifteen years have nearly elapfed fmce

the conclufion of the peace of Hubertf-

burg ;
and it is matter of curious fpecula-

tion, whether in cafe of a rupture the

Pruffian troops will maintain the afcend-

ancy over thofe of Auflria, which, all

circumftances confidered, they had incon-

teftably acquired, during the laft war. This

is however, a queftion not likely to be

ipeedily refolved, as appearances feem to

indicate a long continuance of the calm en-

joyed
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joyed by Germany. Silefia, to the refump-

tion of which the Court of Vienna for-

merly looked with ceafelefs anxiety, is now

confirmed to Pruffia by time and long pre-

fcription. The King, who begins to feel

the preffure of age, muft wifh rather to

fecure than to augment the grandeur of his

houfe. Content with having ereded fo

vaft a fabrick, his ambition will probably

be fatisfied with devolving it entire to his

iucceflbr.
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LETTER. VI.

Review of the Prujjlan Hijlory, -previous to the

AcceJJlon of Frederic the Second. His Mar-

riage. Queen of PrnJJla. Character and

Death of William Auguftu^ the late Prince

Royal. His Dijpofition and Qualities. Seve-

rity cxercifcd towards him by the King.-' Prin-

ccfs Royal. Character^ and Expectationsformed

ofFrederic William. Prince Henry ofPrujfia.

His Talents and Services. Princefs Amelia.

Prince Ferdinand of
'

PruJJia..

BERLIN, November id, 1777.

T7IGHTY years have not yet elapfed fince

the period when this powerful Mo-

narchy, which now occupies fo diftin-

guifhed a rank among the States of Europe,

was only a German Electorate, whofc

Sovereign was Duke of Pruifia. It would

however be unjuft to attribute to the

talents or even to the victories of the pre-

fent King exclufively, fo extraordinary

and rapid an aggrandizement. The Pruflian

greatnefs is the work of four fuccefnve

Princes,
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Princes, who, in the fpace of near a hundred

and forty years, availing themfelves of a

variety of circumflances, have elevated their

houfe to its actual ftate. Frederic William,

commonly denominated in hiftory,
" the

Great Elector," laid the foundations by his

wifdom, valor, and policy. In the courfe

of near half a century, his able adminiflra-

tion repaired the calamities of the preced-

ing reign ; emancipated the Dukedom of

PrufTia from its feudal homage to the Crown

and Republic of Poland
; introduced arts,

manufactures, and civilization among his

fubjects ; and rendered the Electors of

Brandenburgh the moil powerful Princes

of the North, under the rank of crowned

heads. When I confider thefe 'facts, I am

not furprized at the eulogiums conferred

on him by his prefent Majefty, in his

writings ;
nor at the popular veneration

with which his name and actions are al-

ways mentioned in this country.

The vanity of the fon continued and

embellifhed the fabrick, raifed^by the ta-

lents of the father. Oftentation, rather

8* tha

V
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than a wife and enlarged ambition, probably

ftimulated Frederic the Firfl to exchange the

electoral bonnet for a crown : but, it may be

juftly doubted, whether the deepeft and moft

fuccefsful policy could have contributed fo

much to the elevation of his family. What-

ever contempt has been thrown on his

character by the prefent King his grandfon,

he has always appeared to me to have juftly

challenged the gratitude of his pofterity.

His perfonal deformity, his love of expen-

five (hew, and his puerile attachment to

favourites, are all expofed with feverity, in

the " Memoirs of the Houfe of Branden-

burgh." If, however, we confult other

fources of information, we fhall fee him

depictured as magnificent, liberal, and

humane. It is thus that Pollnitz has de-

fcribed him
;
and it is in thefe colors that

I have heard him mentioned by perfons

here, whofe fathers occupied diftinguifhed

places in his Court.

To Frederic the Firft fucceeded his fon,

Frederic William, the moil harm and un-

VOL. I. Q_ amiable
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amiable of Princes, whole principal felicity

feemed to confift in forming and difciplin-

ing a giant regiment of guards, the wonder

of his own people, and the ridicule of foreign

nations. Parfimonious in every other arti-

cle of pleafure, and an enemy to expence,

he retained about him no trace of his

father's fplendor. Terrible in his anger,

inflexible in his prejudices, and inexorable

in his refentment, he punifhed the tranf-

greffions of his children with unexampled

feverity. His fuccefibr, the prefent King,

narrowly efcaped the fate of Don Carlos in

Spain, and of the Czarowitz Alexis in Ruffia,

for a fault which merited only reprehenfion.

To the interpofition of the late Emperor

Charles the Sixth, whofe daughter he fmce

defpoiled of Silefia, Frederic was eminently

indebted for his pardon and his life. It

muft be confefled that over this tranfaction,

as well as over many other cenfurable parts

of Frederic William's conduct, he has

thrown the veil of filial piety and decorum,

in all his writings ; while he avows the

obligations
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obligations due to his father's economy,
his policy, and his attention to promote the

profperity of his fubjects.

The private felicity of his fon did not

form equally an object of his endeavours,

imce no fooner had he releafed the Prince

Royal from a long and rigorous confine-

ment in the Citadel of Guftrin, than he was

compelled by his father to contract a mar-

riage altogether contrary to his inclinations.

Frederic William's choice having fallen on

the Princefs Elizabeth Chriftina of Brunf-

wic \Volfenbuttle, the nuptials were fo-

lemnized in June 1733; but his parental

authority never could enforce their con-

fummation. She remains, it is fuppofed,

a maiden Queen. At the time of her

union with his prefent Majefty, (he never-

thelefs pofTefled perfonal charms of the

moft captivating kind, which might well

have awakened defire, if not excited attach-

ment. She had not completed her eight-

eenth year, and to a very fine complexion,

fhe added a graceful and elegant figure.

But, thefe attractions had no influence over

her
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her hufband, who rnanifefted for hef an

infurmountable indifference, which he was

at little pains to conceal. His difmclination

towards the Princeis, was augmented by
his contempt of her underftanding. As

the match had been on his part altogether

involuntary, doubts of its validity might

have been ftarted not without forne reafon.

It was even commonly fuppofed that on

Frederic William's death, and his own

accefficn to the throne, he would avail him-

felf of the pretext of compulfion ;
either

by difowning her as his legal wife, or by

procuring a divorce.

Frederic has not however, rnanifefted

the flighteit difpofition to break the matri-

monial fetters impofed on him by the late

King, nor ihevvn any anxiety to tranfmit

the Crown to a lineal fucceJTor. Whether

a fenfe of honor, refpect to the memory of

his predeceilbr, or other motives of a per-

fonal nature, difficult and delicate to ex-

plain, may have contributed moft to pro-

duce his acquiefcence, it is not eafy to fay

with certainty. One' of his iirft ads, was

to
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to acknowledge her publickly as Queen of

Pruflia ; but, iatisfied with that recogni-

tion, he went no further. During four-

and-forty years which have iince elapfed,

he has uniformly treated her with external

reipect, civility, and coldnefs. In the

beginning of his reign, when they fre-

quently appeared together on public occa-

lions, the Queen, naturally timid, felt

ib much' overawed by the confcioufnefs

of her own inferiority of underftanding,

added to her hufband's neglect ;
that if by

accident he addrefled his difcourfe to

her at table, (he burft into tears, and

was incapable of
. reply. This conduct,

far from exciting any emotion of concern

or compaffion in his bofom, only aug-
mented his diflilce : a fentiment which

derived ftrength from the comparifon
between her and the two Queens her

immediate predecefibrs, who were both

very fuperior women. Sophia Charlotte,

wife of Frederic the Firft, the friend and

eorrefpondent of Leibnitz, cultivated letters

and philofophy as the beft companions of

the
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the throne, and the greateft confolations

of human life. The late Queen enjoyed to

the time of her death, when me was more

than feventy, the affectionate attachment

of her family and her fubjects. Both were

Princefles of Hanover ; one the fitter, and

the other the daughter of George the Firft,

King of England. Frederic has immor-

talized the memory of the firft Queen of

Prufiia, in his writings ; and he found

leifure even in the midft of his greateft

public difficulties, to pay the tribute of

filial affection to the virtues of the fecond,

She died only ten days after the memorable

defeat at Colin, in June 1757, leaving her

fon and the Pruffian Monarchy itfelf in.

the moft perilous crifis.

The prefent Queen is little known be-^

yond the limits of Berlin, or the palace of

Charlottenburg, to which fhe commonly

repairs in fummer. She has indeed the

name and honors of royalty ; but, her life

is melancholy, uniform, and infipid. Nor

are her appointments adequate to fuftain-

jng the reprefentation of a Sovereign, in a

manner
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manner becoming her dignity. However

limited her talents, fhe merits from her

amiable qualities and virtues, the attach-

ment which is univerfally paid to her.

Age and knowledge of the world have in-

fenfibly corrected her natural timidity j

but, with her hufband flie has fcarcely any

except a nominal collection. Equally a

ftranger to his pains and to his pleafures,

fhe fees him only in his occafional vifit*

to the capital, in common with every other

perfon about the Court.

It is no lefs true than incredible, that

in the courfe of near half a century, which

has elapfed fmce her arrival here, fhe

never has been either at Potzdam or at

ic Sans Souci." The mortification of fuch

an exclufion is augmented by the prefe-

rence fhewn to all the other PrincefTes of

the Royal Family, who have been repeat-

edly there, at the King's invitation. It is

true, that fome years ago, Prince Ferdi-

nand of Brunfwic her brother being ar- ,

rived at Berlin, his Majefty acquainted

him
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him by letter, that if he had a wi(h to vifit

Potzdam and " Sans Souci," orders were

given to {hew him every thing deferving

his attention. Frederic, who was juft

fetting out for Silefia, added, that " the

"
Queen, if fhe pleafed, might accompany

" him." But, warmly as fhe defired to

gratify her curiofity, by the fight of a place

fo interefling, fhe difdained to accept the

permiffion.
"

If." faid fhe,
"

his Majefty
" does not deign to invite me to his palace,
" when he is there in perfon, I will not

"
profit of his abfence to vifit it." In.

confequence of her adherence tp this

determination, her brother went there

alone.

The late King Frederic William was

carried off by a dropfy, while ftill in the

vigor of his age, leaving behind him a

numerous family. His fecond fon, Wil-

liam Auguftus is no more
; but, it is in

his line that the crown will probably be

perpetuated. He was the handfomeft

Prince pf the Royal Houfe, of agreeable

manners.
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manners, and of an amiable character*

though in talents civil as well as military,

and in ftrength of mind, he could neither

be compared with the King, nor with his

younger brother Henry. His father fclecled

for him another Princefs of the family of

Brunfwic, Louifa Amelia, fifter to the

Queen of Pruflia ; but, he was not diftin-

guifhed either by his continence before, or

by his fidelity to the nuptial bed, after mar-

riage. Unlike Frederic, he manifefted a

decided paflion for the pleafures of love ;

and his gallantries with women of diftinc-

tion, were no lefs public than they were

numerous. Cut off by a premature death,

in the midft of the great war that feemed to

menace the deflrudion of the Prufiian Mo-

narchy, the event of which he is faid to have

deprecated ;
he had not the fatisfadion to

witnefs the triumphant manner in which

it was terminated. He expired in difgrace,

at the age of thirty-fix, fcarcely more than

nineteen years ago ; and his end is juftly

fuppofed to have been accelerated, if not

occafioned
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occafioned by the poignancy of h is own

feelings, to which he fell a facrifice.

After the memorable defeat which his

Pruffian Majefty fuftained at Colin, in

June 1757, he was obliged to retire

with precipitation towards the confines of

Saxony. In this critical fituation, having

haftily raifed the fiege of Prague, he

thought proper to divide his forces ; en-

trufting to his brother William Auguftus

a confiderable corps, which was polled in

one of the northern circles of Bohemia.

Frederic, whofe maxim has always been,

that an army acting on the defenfive in

an enemy's country, mdts away by de-

fertion and by ficknefs, more rapidly than

by the fword ; enjoined his brother to fpare

no efforts, in order to impede the progrefs

of the Auftrians, who were advancing

rapidly into Lufatia. In his inftructions

he added, that it would be better at all

events to lofe his foldiers in attacking and

harafling Daun, than to fufFer them to

moulder away in retreating before a vic-

torious
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torious General. Whether from want of

military fkill, or as other perfons here

affert, from inferiority in numbers, and in

the quality of the troops under his com-

mand
;

it is certain that the Prince did

not execute the commiffion given him, in

a fatisfactory manner. Daun having pafied

him, entered Lufatia, and bombarded the

town of Zittau. The King inftantly

difmifled William Augintus from his fer-

vice ;
would liften to no explanations ;

and when they met, he turned away his

horfe's head from the unfortunate objecl:

of his refeqtment. On the Prince's at-

tempting to excufe and to juftify his con-

duel:,
" Si je vous traitois comme vous

"
meritez," anfwered Frederic,

"
je vous

** ferois decapiter ;
et j'enverrois votre tete

" a tous les Generaux de mon armee." He
was immediately ordered to retire ; and

he died in June 1758, about a year after-

wards, of the moft incurable of all ma-

ladies, a broken heart, in the prime of

life. The King, engaged at that time in

the
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the arduous enterprize of Olmutz, which

demanded all his attention, had fcarcely

leifure, or perhaps difpofition, to regret

him. He left one fon, named Frederic

William, who is heir to the Pruffian Mo-

narchy ; beiides a daughter, the prefent

Princefs of Orange. His widow ftill fur-

vives, and relides at Berlin ; hut, fhe is as

little diftinguimed by Frederic's notice, as

her fifter the Queen. They pafs their lives

in obfcurity, and neither the one nor the

other will ever occupy a confpicuous place

in the annals of the houfe of Brandenburgh.

Thofe who, from whatever motive, de-

firous of change, eagerly anticipate a new

reign ;
and many of that defcription are to

be found here
; contemplate with pleafure

the character as well as qualities of the

Prince Royal of Pruffia. He is juft thirty-

three years of age, full fix feet in height,

and of a vigorous frame: in his early youth

he was 1 of a thin habit, but he now inclines

to corpulency. His countenance, -open,

gracious, and engaging, indicates more

benerl-
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beneficence of heart, than it exprefies fupe-

riority of mind. His figure, far exceeding

the proportions of ordinary men, may be

termed athletic, and almoft Herculean. If

he were habited in the fkin of the Nemxan

Lion, he would convey no inadequate idea

of the fon of Jupiter and Alcmena. Formed

for a camp, more than a drawing-room, he

has the frank and martial air of a foldier,

rather than the polimed manners of a

Prince. Of a robuft conftitution, and inured

to hardfhips, he has been, from his child-

hood, little accuftomed to the luxury,

which frequently in other countries fur-

rounds perfons of royal birth. Bred in the

fchool of Potzdam, under the fevere and

continual infpecYion of the King his uncle,

he has practifed the moft implicit obedience.

Early taught to defend the Crown, which

is one day to defcend to him, he has

pafled through all the fubordinate military

ranks, up to that of Major-General in the

Pruffian fervice, which he now holds.

The clifcipline to which evtry other officer

is
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is fubjected, fufFers no relaxation for the-

Heir Apparent. He dares not abfent him-

felf from his duty, or be remifs in its

difcharge, without incurring the higheft

refentment of his Sovereign, difplayed in

the moft public manner. Every morning,
in winter, no lefs than in fummer, he is

to be found on the parade, before the

palace at Potzdam ; nor can he even leave

that place, except by ftealth, to vifit Ber-

lin, unlefs by exprefs permiffion from the

King. Few Princes, who are probably

deftined to reign, have been treated in their

youth with fo much rigour.

If the heir to the Crown is by no means

endowed with the abilities of Frederic, or

of Prince Henry, his two uncles ; he is,

on the other hand, admitted to poflefs a

folid and enlarged underflanding. His

mental qualities are certainly neither bril-

liant nor impofmg ; but, they are far from

being inadequate to the arduous fituation

which he is by and by to occupy. 'In

the King he has had conftantly before his

j eyes
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eyes the greateft model of fuccefsful am-

bition which any age can produce. His

mind has been improved, if not by the

ftudy of polite letters, at leaft by an ac-

quaintance with tactics and the fcience of

war
;

nor is he deficient in more liberal

branches of knowledge and information.

He pofTeffes the ineftimable advantage of

having been initiated from his cradle, into

the fyftem of the Pruffian adminiftration,

finances, and policy. Having already at-

tained to a ripe age, it is lefs probable that he

will be led into excefles of pleafure or pro-

fufion, whenever he mall afcend the throne.

The fabrick of the Pruffian greatnefs has been

conftruded by a .matter-hand, which has

long preferved it
;
nor are the fame talents

requifite for maintaining, as for erecting

the edifice. The prefent King alone, per-

haps, could have conquered and retained

Silefia, or have acquired Polim Pruffia:

but, a much inferior Prince in energy or

vigilance, may be able, to keep pofTeffion of

them,
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them, when tranfmitted to him in peaceful

fucceffion.

Unfortunately the Heir Apparent has

never been acceptable to, nor beloved by the

King his uncle, who has always conceived

and exprefled a mean opinion of his ne-

phew's abilities. Though he refides con-

ftantly at Potzdam, he is fcarcely ever at

" Sans Souci ;" and is rarely admitted to

the royal table, unlefs when he accompanies

his Majefty to Breflaw, or into other parts

of his dominions. He has never been

diftinguimed by that preference, efteem,

and partiality, which Frederic manifefts for

his nephews of the family of Brunfwic ; in

particular for the Hereditary Prince, and

his brother Prince Frederic, who have each

apartments in " Sans Souci." It is im-

poffible not to difapprove a conduct, which

is at once impolitic, unjuft, and fevere.

The coldnefs and neglect with which the

Prince Royal is treated, muft naturally tend

rather to deprefs and to irritate, than to

exalt
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fcxalt or ennoble his mind. It may even

have injurious public effects at forrie future

period, and may lay the foundation of great

national misfortunes. We muft, on the

other hand, admit that hiftory furnifhes no

models of Princes fo truly great, as thofe

who have been educated in conftraint or in

adverfity. It was the fchool of Elizabeth,

of Henry the Fourth, and of Frederic

himfelf.

In one inftance the prefent King has

manifefted far more liberality of mind and

indulgence towards his nephew, than he

experienced himfelf from his own father.

The Prince of Pruflia has been twice mar-

ried j but, neither
1

in kis firft nor fecond

choice, does his uncle appear to have ex-

erted any undue or tyrannical influence*

Perhaps the feverity with which he was

treated in that important tranfadlion of his

own life, may have induced him to leave his

nephew more at liberty. He was married

in July 1765, to Elizabeth, Princefs of

Brunfwic Wolfenbuttle, from whom he

VOL. i. R was



&4-'-- MEMOIRS OF THE

was divorced about three years afterwards.

.Motives of {late rendering it neceilary for

him to contract another alliance, as he had

no male iflue by his firft wife, he remained

for fome time undecided in his prefer-

ence. The German Empire with its nu-

merous PrincefTes offered a variety of candi-

dates, who were fucceflively named as likely

to fill the vacant place in the Royal Family.

I am aiTured that he manifefted an inclina-

tion for the prefent Landgravine of Hefle

Caffel, daughter of the Margrave of Bran-

denburgh Schwedt, one of the moft beauti-

ful women in Germany. She is faid, how-

ever, to have refufed or declined the honour

intended her. It is certain that he might

have received the hand of his coufm Sophia

Albertina, filler of the prefent King of

Sweden
; but, from motives which I do not

pretend to guefs, he was averfe to the

match. At length the Princefs Frederica

Louifa of Hefle Darmfladt was felected,

-and the nuptials were celebrated in July

1769. She is an amiable, virtuous, and

pleafmg
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pleafing woman, pofieffing indeed neither

the perfonal attractions, nor the graces of

her predeceflbr, Elizabeth of Brunfwic ;

but exempt from her errors and defeats.

She is of a middle fize, her countenance

agreeable though not handfome, her man-

ners eafy and engaging, her character

eftimable, and formed to excite univerfal

refpedt.

Notwithstanding thefe claims to atten-

tion, (he does not enjoy the good fortune

of being acceptable to the King, who has

more than once mortified her in a public

manner
;
and who (hews her none of the

flattering marks of preference and diftinc-

tion, with which he was accuftomed to

honour the firft Princefs of Pruflia. She

refides conftantly at Potzdam, rarely per-

mitted to revifit Berlin, and in a fort of

melancholy retirement. Her attendants

are few, her eftablifhment fcanty, and

deftitute of fplendor. Thofe who have con-

ftant accefs to her, aflure me, that though
not diftinguifhed by extraordinary endow-

R 2 ments
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ments of mind, her tmderftandmg is folid,

and her converfation highly pleafmg. She

has already fulfilled the great objet of her

marriage, by giving two heirs to the mo-

narchy ;
her eldeft fon Frederic William,

having been born in Auguft 1770. If me
has not captivated the affections, or fecured

the constancy of her hufband, me poflerTes

at lead his efteem, and receives from him

every proof of refpeft.

Like his father William Auguflus, he

does not pique himfelf on obierving his

nuptial fidelity, or even on concealing his

irregularities. Frederic, fevere on the pa-

rade, but, extremely relaxed on every point

of moral or conjugal duty, fees with in-

difference the Prince's infidelity to the

marriage bed. His prefent favourite is

Mademoifelle Enkel, whom he acknow-

ledges as his miftrefs, and by whom he

has feveral children. I have feen her fre-

quently, as me has her box at the French

Comedy. Like Madame de Pompadour
and Madame du Barrc, who fucceffively

governed
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governed France, her origin is not illuf-

trious
;

but Nature has been lavifh to her

in charms. They are, however, by no

means fufiiciently powerful to retain the

exclufive porTeffion of her lover. The

Prince frequently comes to Berlin to vifit

her incognito, without the King his uncle's

knowledge ;
as fhe dares not, on any con-

fideration, be feen at Potzdam. When on

thefe fecret expeditions, he always returns

either during the night, or early on the

enfuing morning.

The real character of the Prince of

Pruffia is probably as yet much concealed,

and time alone can unfold it to the world.

The fuperior genius of the King, the ef-

trangement which fubfifts between' them,

and the degree of tyranny which is exercifed

by Frederic over his nephew, compel him to

remain in the (hade. Whenever he afcends

the throne, Europe, as well as his fubjeds,

will perhaps be aftonilhed at the difplay of

talents and qualities, which at prefent he

* 3 is
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is not fufpected to poflefs. Many leading

points of his difpofition and temper are,

however, already well afcertained. In his

manners, he is affable, communicative, and

pleafant : in fociety, convivial, cheerful,

and agreeable, without unbecoming fami-

liarity. He is liberal to the greateft de-

gree ;
and he has manifefted a warmth of

adherence or attachment towards all who

have fuffered for his fake, which does

honor to the goodnefs of his heart. Various

perfons, whom he has been fuppofed tq

diftinguifh by his notice or friendfhip, have

on that account incurred the royal difplea^-

iure, and have even been fent into diftant

parts of the Pruffian dominions. The Prince, %

fromjiis narrow appointments, extends to

them pecuniary relief. Nothing is more

unqueftionable than his perfonal courage,

and he is neither deficient in ambition, nor

in love of glory. Thofe who know him

beft, have aflured me that he will tread in

f;he fteps of his predecefibr; and will have

no
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no -object nearer his heart, than to maintain

and to augment the fplendor of the Pruffian

Monarchy. They affert, that he will re-

nounce pleafureand diflipation, for the cares

of ftate, and the duties of a fovereign ;

but, futurity alone can prove the truth or the

fallacy of the'fe 'premature predictions.

It is certain, that notwithstanding the

glory of the prefent Monarch, and the na-

tural effect of fo diftinguifhed a character,

in exciting the national vanity of his fub-

jects ; yet, no inconfideraole part of them

look forward, with anxiety and impatience,

fo the period of his* life. Independently

of the love of novelty and change inherent

in the nature of man, the Pruffians have

reafons peculiar to themfelves for defiring a
\.

new mafler. Frederic, declining in years

and in health, fevere, economical, vigilant,

and difficult to deceive, may excite refpect,

but awakens no fentiment of affection.

Averfe to pleafure, gallantry, or expence, Ire

is neitherUnrounded by courtiers, nor ao
ceffible to flattery. The Prince, on the con-

R 4 trary,
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trary, from natural difpofition, is fufceptible,

amorous, liberal, and fond of fociety. In

him his fubjects anticipate a more indulgent

matter
j
lets elevated and impofing, but, one

whom they may love as well as admire.

The Court, if that appellation can with pro-

priety be given to the folitary retirement

of Potzdam and " Sans Souci," will pro-

bably be transferred, in a greater or lefler

degree, to Berlin ; , and the metropolis,

now deferted by the Sovereign, will then

refume its gaiety. Such are the expecta-

tions formed pf the Heir Apparent, and

fuch tfre pleafing anticipations of future

felicity under his reign !

It is natural that I ihould fay a few words

relative to Prince Henry of Pruffia ; a per-

fon fcarcely Jefs diftinguifhed by his great

endowments, than his elder brother the

King. }3e is at this time near fifty-two

years of age, plain in his perfon, an4

defljtute of any external graces of figure.

Naturally filent, cold, and diftant in his

|nariner$, rje can neverthelefs, when occar
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fion demands, {hake off his habitual re-

ferve, and become affable, communicative,

and ingratiating. To fuperior abilities, he

joins uncommon cultivation of mind ; and

like Frederic, he is no lefs a general than a

ftatefman. During the whole courfe of

the late war, the King always committed to

his charge the moft arduous undertakings,

in which confummate prudence or military

{kill were required. With inferior and ill-

difciplined troops, he not only fuftained,

but repelled more than once, the Auftrian

and Saxon attacks. At the battle of Prague,

he difplayed the greateft intrepidity. At

that of Freyberg, he manifefted talents for

war, which rank him among the firft com-

manders of the age. To the fuperiority

of his views and difpofitions, was princi-

pally due the victory which he there ob-

tained, anil of which I have already fpoken

elfewhere. His military talents are faid to

be the reverfe of the King's. Frederic,

enterprizing in his temper, is formed for

bold and offenfive meafures. Prince

Henry,
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Henry, "more cautious, ;is calculated for

defenfive war.

It is not only in the field that his abilities

have been actively and beneficially em-

ployed, for the fupport of the Pruffian

Crown and Monarchy : fce has furmounted

obftacles in the cabinet equally difficult. To
him the King committed the two delicate

negociauons with Catharine the Second,

which changed the face of Europe, event-

ually produced the partition of Poland, and

cemented on lafting grounds, tlfie friendfhip

between the Courts of Peterfburgh and

Berlin. In the two vifits which he made

to the Emprefs for that purpofe, when he

acted at once as minifter of ftate and as

ambaflador, he more than anfwered every

expectation, and effected all the leading

points intjrufted to his care. Such an union

of talents is almoft unexampled in two

Princes fo nearly allied. There are not

wanting perfons here, who efteem him fur

peiior in capacity to the King ;
but the

elevation
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elevation of a throne is more calculated for

its difplay, than a private ftatiqn..

In many particulars of their life and dik

pofition, even in their very defeds, the fimi-

larity between the two brothers is ftriking.

Like Frederic, Prince Henry is deftitute of

male or female ifTue. Like him too, the

Prince is not of an amorous complexion,

nor happy in his domeftic connexions.

Both pafs a great portion of their lives in

retreat, little feen except by the perfons

who compofe their houfehold, and confti-

tute their ordinary fociety. The Prince

was married in 1752, to Wilhelmina,

daughter of Maximilian, Landgrave of

Hefle Caflel ;
but they neither eat, fpeak,

meet, nor cohabit together. She is, never-

thelefs, not only an amiable and pleafing

woman, but poflefled of a fuperior under-

ftanding. It certainly is not in the Royal

Family of Pruffia, that examples of conjugal

union or felicity can at prefent be eafily

found. Such is the alienation which fub-

fjfts between Prince Henry and his wife,

7 that
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that he has always, when at Berlin, a fepa"-

rate table ; but, he refides during the far

greater part of the year, at his palace of

Rheiniberg, near the borders of the Dutchy
cf Mecklenberg Strelitz. It is there that

he is to be feen and ftudied, not in the

capital, where he rarely remains more than

three months, from January till April.

Though little confulted or employed by
Frederic at prefent, no one doubts that if

circumftances of danger or difficulty mould

$rife, his abilities would again be called

into active exertion,

Of the King's four fitters, only one,

the Princefs Amelia, youngeft of Frederic

William's numerous family, has remained

unmarried. She occupies a fplendid palace

in one of the beft ftreets of the metropolis ;

and Frederic, who regards her with great

affection, ufually breakfafls with her when-

ever he occafionally vifits Berlin. Having
been elected Abbefs of Quedlinbourg in

,

1751, the income arifmg from that eccle-

iiaftical preferment enables her to maintain

an
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an eftablimment fuitable to her birth. Her

endowments of mind are faid to be extra-

ordinary ;
but her health and conftitution

are altogether broken by difeafe, though

fhe is fcarcely -fifty-four years of age.

Such are her infirmities, that {he has en-

tirely loft an eye, and the ufe of one arm ;

in confequence of which fhe is felflom feen

in public, and never appears at Court.

With Prince Ferdinand of Pruflia, laft

of the Royal line, I fhall conclude this

letter. Although he may not have the

fame perfonal claims to immortality with

his two elder brothers, in perfcnal cou-

rage he may juftly emulate them. Du-

ring the late war he ferved in the Pruflian

forces, and he has the rank of General.

It is not, however, to him that Frederic

will probably ever intruft, in a moment of

danger, the material interests of the family

of Brandcnburgh. Prince Ferdinand has

two foris by his prefent wife
;

fo that, not-

withftanding the fterility of the Qiieen and

of the Princefs Henry, the Crown, we may
reafon-
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reafonably conjecture, will not want males

to inherit it in our time. Thofe who
believe that genius is tranfmitted by defcent,

will perhaps regret that neither the King
nor Prince Henry are likely to leave 'behind

them any pofterity. But, however greatly

their abilities may have conduced to elevate

the Pruflian Monarchy to its prefent ftate,

we may fecurely confide its future preferva-

tion, to the valour, judgment, and probity

of its collateral heirs.
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LETTER VII.

Potsdam." Sans Souci" The new Palace.

Reflexions on Potzdam, and on the genius of the

PruJJian government.

LEIPSIC, November 9, 1777.

K the fifth of this month I left Berlin,

after a flay of about feven weeks, and

arrived at Potzdam the fame evening. It

is difficult to imagine a more fterile tradt of

country, than that which feparates the two

cities. The whole is an expanfe of fand,

exhibiting fcarcely any marks of cultiva-

tion, thinly peopled, dreary, and refembling

a wildernefs, rather than the vicinity of a

great metropolis. Groves of melancholy
fir diverfify, without enlivening the pro-

fpect ; and few marks of agriculture or of

opulence are feen. This appearance is, no

doubt, to be chiefly attributed to the un-

grateful nature of the foil ; but fomething

muft,
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muft, in my judgment, be allowed for

genius of the government, which is more

directed to political aggrandizement, than

to the felicity of the people.

If Berlin is the capital of the Pruffian

Monarchy, Potzdam may be properly

efteemed the ordinary refidence of the Sove-

reign, fince the death of Frederic the Firft,

more than fixty years ago. The late King,

his fon, preferred it to the metropolis ; and

the prefent King pafTes there the far greater

part of the year. Every fquare and every

flreet difplay the chara&eriftic marks of his

genius. I confider it more in the light of

a military ftatipn, or as the head-quarters

of an army in cantonment, than as a city

in the common acceptation of the term.

Like Berlin,, it is regular, modern, and

conftrucled with fymmetry. Some of the

gates are of Athenian tafte and elegance,

exhibiting models of architecture in various

forms. The Royal Palace is a princely

edifice, in front of which extends the

parade, where Frederic, unlefs prevented

by
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by mdifpofition, is every morning to be

found, reviewing his guards. I faw him gal-

lop along the line, and give the word of

command in perfon, with all the fire and

animation of a young man. Yet he is now
more than fixty-five years of age ;

a period

of life, long before which the great Conde,

as well as Marlborough, ceafed to appear

in the field
;
and after which, fcarcely any

of the mofl illuflrious Generals of the laft

or prefent century, have ventured to aflume

the command of armies. If Prince Eu-

gene and Marfhal Villars form exceptions

to the remark, it muft be admitted that

they did not add to their laurels, by their

concluding campaigns. The King of

Pruflia, notwithftanding his bodily in-

firmities, preferves the frefhnefs, and even

much of the activity of his youth. In cafe

of a rupture with Auftria or RufTia, no

man doubts that he would lead his troops

in perfon againft the enemy. He may

perhaps be lefs enterprizing than formerly ;

but neither the energy nor vigor of his.

VOL. i. s faculties
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faculties feem to have fuffered any dimi-

nution.

Many caufes, phyfical as well as .moral,

conduce to render Potzdam gloomy and

cheerlefs. The pofition is in itfelf defti-

tute of natural gaiety or beauty. A fandy,

barren foil, on which only the fir loves to

run up or to thrive, is an inherent and

irremediable defect. It is even adverfe to

the genius of architecture : for fo loofe is

the ground, that it appears to be incapable

of long fuftaining the incumbent weight

of any very large or heavy ftructure : a

deformity viftble in various parts of the

city, where the buildings have funk at the

foundation. Yet I do not recollect to have

heard that at Palmyra, which ftands in the

midft of the fands of Arabia, any of the

temples or monuments, though of remote

antiquity, lean from the perpendicular, or

have fuffered from the fame caufe. Is it

that Frederic, though he loves to build,

confults principally his own gratification,

*>r vanity, regardlefs of pofterity ? It cer-

tainly
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tainly was not thus, that Pericles embel-

lilhed Athens
;
or that Agrippa and Adrian

conftru&ed the edifices intended to tranf-

mit their memories to diftant times. Yet

in tafte and the protection of all the fine arts,

no lefs than in military fame, the King has

ever been emulous to- rival the greateft

names of Greece or Rome.

Scarcely above a quarter of a mile from

Potzdam, on a pleafmg eminence, com-

manding a view of the city, the river

Havel, and the adjacent country, ftands

the little palace of " Sans Souci." In

celebrity, though not in magnitude or

fplendor, it may vie with Verfailles, with

the Efcurial, or the Vatican, the moft ex-

penlive fabrics of modern vanity and gran-

deur. The building is far from magnifi-

cent, confiding only of a long range of

apartments on the ground, conftrucled by

Frederic, not long after his acceflion to the

Crown. It was there, in the early part of

the prefent reign, that Voltaire, Mauper-

tuis, Bielfield, Algarotti, Manftein, D'Ar-

s 2 gens,
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gens, Keening, and fo many other extraor-

dinary men, were accuftomed frequently

to hold their meetings, and to difcufs the

inoft interefting queftion,s of fcience or of

philofophy, in company with the King.

That period of time terminated with the

memorable war which began in 1756, when

occupations of a more urgent and impe-
rious nature broke up their fociety. Dur-

ing near feven years he neither beheld his

capital, nor "
SansSouci," which were both

more than once in porTeffion of the Auf-

trians or the Ruffians. They neverthelefs

fpared, and protected it from outrage.

Except Voltaire, Frederic is now the fole

furvivor of that great knot
;
and here he

paries in a retirement, partly Epicurean,

partly philofophic, the whole of the

Summer and Autumn, when he is not

abfent at the reviews in Silefia, or on the

Viftula. At " Sans Souci," he affeds to

diveft himfelf of the cares and fatigues

attached to Royalty ;
to unbend his mind

from State affairs, and ta live for fociety,

friendfhip,



COURT OF BERLIN, etc.

friendfhip, and knowledge. No vifitor of

whatever rank intrudes, unafked, on the

privacy of his retreat : but the Hereditary

Prince of Brunfwic, as well as his brother

Prince Frederic, each, have apartments in

the palace ;
and when there, they con-

flantly dine at the royal table.

The central chamber of " Sans Souci,"

which is the eating room, is fmall, but beau-

tiful
;

the figure oval ; and architecture,

as well as fculpture, have united towards

its decoration. Italy and Egypt furnimed

the marble with which the floor is inlaid ;

and the Corinthian pillars that fupport the

roof, were dug out of the quarries of

Carrara. Two ftatues of exquifite work-

manfhip, ftand in niches on either fide

the door
;

and in all the furniture, no lefs

than in the ornaments, are difplayed luxury

and tafte. In order to render it habitable,

a warmer and more genial climate is re-

quifite. On the more of Baise or of Sor-

rento, fuch a retreat would be fupremely

delightful ;
but here, during ten months of

s 3 the
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the year, we fhiver while we admire. In

fummer the King conftantly dines there;

and adjoining it are three chambers, one

within the other, peculiarly appropriated

to his own ufe.

The firft, which is a drawing-room of

very moderate dimenhons, but elegant and

adorned with a few paintings ;
unlike the

generality of German rooms, has a chim-

ney. Frederic, who prefers comfort to

grandeur, has difcovered that nothing can

compenfate for the cheerful and vivifying

influence of a fire. The body may indeed

be completely warmed by the equal di-

fufion of heat from a ftove ;
but the mind,

the temper, and the fancy, receive anima-r

tion as well as heat, from the fight of a

blazing hearth. The King is too well read

in Horace and in Tibullus, not to feel

how claffical a warmth is beftowed by the

"
li'gna fuper foco." It is one of the many

proofs that might be adduced, how fu-

perior he is, in little, as well as in greater

things, to the generality of German

Princes,
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Princes, who never fee a fire, and are

fatisfied with feeling its operation. Near

the chimney was placed a fofa, very dirty,

and much worn by the King's boots.

Here he writes, reads, compotes, and dif-

patches bufinefs.

Next to it is the mufic-room
;
an amufe-

ment of which Frederic, at every period

of his life, has been fond. The flute was,

for a long time, his favorite inftrument;

but he hasj not without reluctance, been

obliged to renounce this elegant gratifica-

tion, on account of the weaknefs of his

lungs ;
and he now performs on the harp-

fichord. A very fine one flood in the

apartment ;
and on a large marble table,

tumbled together in cOnfufion, lay Sonatas,

petrefa&ions, and a variety of curiofities,

mineral, metallic, and literary. Only one

painting found place ;
a portrait of the Em-

peror Jofeph the Second, lately fent from

Vienna. He doubtlefs retains it there, as

William the Third would have preferved

that of Louis the Fourteenth, or as Alexan-

s 4 der
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der would have done that of Darius. To
the Court of Vienna, Frederic looks with

natural and unceafing folicitude. He is

neither lulled into fecurity by treaties, nor

deceived by proteftations Confcious that

the Auftrian Cabinet will feize the firft

occafion of regaining Silefia, and of hum-

bling the family of Brandenburgh, he keeps

his antagonift conftantly before his eyes.

In the third and innermoft chamber* his

Majefty fleeps: but, on firft entering it,

the precife place is not eafily difcoverable ;

a large recefs, gilded and defigned for a

bed of ftate, remaining unoccupied. Be-

hind a-fcreen, in one corner of the room,

on a little camp bed, or rather couch,

fcarcely three feet wide, he conftantly

repofes. The whole furniture, as well as

the fcreen itfelf, are of pale blue fatin,

and at the foot is an alarum clock. Ac-

cuftomed to a military life, and inured to

hardfhips, he prefers this bed to one of

a larger fize. In the gardens, almoft clofe

to the palace, is the gallery of paintings

that
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that he has conftruded : the walls, as well

as the floor of which, are entirely in-

crufted with marble. Though the col-

lection can neither compare in magnitude,

with that of Drefden, or of Dufleldorf, it

contains many valuable pieces, Italian and

Flemifh. He ufually pafles an hour or more

there almoft every day, when not pre-

vented by more important occupations.

Vanderwerff and Rubens are his favorite

matters.

I drove about a mile through the gar-

dens of " Sans Souci," to the new palace;

a magnificent ftructure ere&ed by the King
fmce the conclufion of the peace of Hu-

bertfburg in 1763, and only rimmed a

few years ago. The front is grand, and

the ftyle noble, but capricious and fingular ;

differing in feme points from the com-

monly eftablimed rules of architecture.

After contemplating its vafl extent, its

fuperb furniture, its numerous apartments,

capable of lodging the whole Royal Family,

together with their attendants
;
we only

lament
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lament that it ftands in a fandy plain,

deftitute of cheerfulnefs or beauty. It is

indeed, difficult to affign a reafon why a

Prince fo economical, and fo much an

enemy to ufelefs pomp, fhould conftrud a

fecond Verfailles among the fands of Bran-

denburgh. Was it not done, in order to

convince all Europe, that the long, ruinous

and expenfive war which he fuftained, has

neither impoverifhed him, nor exhaufted

his finances ? Except during the Great

Duke of Ruffia's viiit to him laft year, he

has fcarcely ever lodged in it a fmgle night;

and perhaps he will never inhabit it more.

Content with having reared fo fuperb an

edifice, he leaves it to be occupied by his

fucceflbrs.

Notwithstanding thefe palaces and gar-

dens, adorned by art, whole effect is en-

creafed by the external beauty and regu-

larity of Potzdam, the mind wants fome-

thing on which to repofe. After the firft

emotions of curiofity and admiration have

fubfided, we look round for comfort, plenty,

anu*
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and felicity. But, banimed by the hand of

military feverity, they are not any where

to be found. No feftive peafants are feen

along the fides of the melancholy Havel,

employed in the occupations or recreations

of a country life. It feems to me that Homer

might have written his
"

Iliad," or Voltaire

his
"
Henriade," at Potzdam : but, Virgil

could never have compofed his
"
Georgics,"

nor Theocritus, his
"

Idylliums," under

the made of Frederic's laurels. No rural or

paftoral images prefentthemfelves totheima-

gination. Guards and Huflars conftitute

half the inhabitants ;
and even they feem

rather detained by force, than refident

from inclination, loyalty, or adherence.

While I remained there, I thought per-

petually of what Cicero faid to Marcellus ;

" Wherever you are, recollect that you are

"
equally within the power of the con-

"
queror." The Pruflian Monarchy itfelf

fometimes reminds me of a vaft prifon,

in the gloomy centre of which appears

the great keeper, occupied in the care of

I his
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his captives. The air, which I am now

breathing, feems lighter than in Branden-

burgh, the human face more cheerful, the

animal man more happy, and the afpect

of nature itfelf more grateful. I quitted

the dominions of Frederic, penetrated with

admiration of his talents, his victories,

and his achievements : but, with fenti-

ments fuch as we experience on leaving a

magnificent caftle, ftirrounded with moats

and battlements, where emblems of re-

ftraint continually force themfelves on

the eye, or the imagination. After my
departure from Potzdam, I reached the

Saxon frontiers in a few hours ; for the

diftance is very inconsiderable. Not only

the foil becomes fertile, but the cultivation

is better ;
and an air of plenty, mixed

with content, is vifible in every counte-

nance, on entering the territories of Sax-

ony. It is impoffible to exprefs how

plcafing is the effect of this change, on

the mind.
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LETTER VIII.

Pofitlon of Drefdcn, local and political

Conduct of the King of Prufjia^ towards the

Saxons, in ibe loft war. The Court.'

Change^ fmce the Death of Auguftus the

Third. Saxon Women. Prince Charles of

Saxony. Story of the Apparition of the Che-

valier de Saxe, raifed by Schrepfer. Re-

facliom on it. Death of Schrepfer.

DRESDEN, November 23, 1777.

T T is difficult to imagine a greater tran-

fition, than from the Pruffian, to the

Saxon dominions ;
or a contraft more

linking, than is prefented by Berlin and

Drefden. I am charmed with this city ;

with its environs, with its fociety, and

with its general afpect. The fandy plains

of Brandenburgh are here exchanged for

a rich, finely undulated, and populous

country, covered with marks of opu^

lence, induftry, and freedom. Inftead of

the
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the melancholy and deferted magnificence
of Berlin, we find a fmallef capital, Icfs

regular in its conftrudtion
; but cheerful,

elegant, and in a fituation the moft pic-

turefque. It retains indeed, in many
parts, the frightful veftiges of bombard-

ments, conflagrations, and ravages, prin-

cipally inflicted by Frederic, during the

courfe of the late war. Never, perhaps,

was any fituation, politically confidered,

more unfortunate. All the local or

phyfical advantages which the Saxon ca-

pital enjoys, are dearly purchaied by its

expofed pofition. Placed between twcx

great rival powers, who are perpetually

contending for fuperiority, the Elector is

under a neceflity on every rupture, of

joining one or the other. If, as in the late

war, he allies with Auftria; his dominions,

nay his capital and his palaces, are occu-

pied, burnt, and demolifhed by the Pruf-

fians. Auguftus the Third, King of

Poland, grandfather to the prefent Elector,

experienced this truth in its full extent.

Driven
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Driven from Drefden, he pafled moft of the

concluding years of his reign, in a fort of

inglorious exile from his paternal domini-

ons, at Warfaw, among his ele&ive fubjedgj

the Poles. Does he take part againft the

Court of Vienna ? He is, if poffible, ex-

pofed to greater calamities. The Bohe-

mian frontiers are fcarcely four leagues

diftant
;

and a body of Croats, or Pan-

dours, fecretly detached by the enemy,

may carry off the Eledor himfelf, if he

venture to take the diverfion of hunting

at Moritzburg, or at Pilnitz, two of his

palaces in the -vicinity of Drefden.

Yet, under all theie difadvantages, in

the fhort time which has elapfed fmce the

concluflon of the late peace ;
fuch are the

inherent fuperiorities of the foil of Saxony,
fuch the induftry of its inhabitants, and

fuch the wifdom, economy, and benignity

of the prefent Government, that, except

in Drefden itielf, I fee few marks of mif-

fortune. Frederic's Generals, from necef-

fity more than inclination, were reduced

to
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to burn the fuburbs in 1758; but he di-

recled his bombs againft the fineft public

edifices, during the fiege in 1760. Ani-

mated by perfonal refentment towards

Count Bruhl, firft minifter and favorite of

Auguftus the Third, to whofe influence

and counfels he attributed the hoflile part

taken by his mafter
; the King delcended

to manifeft his indignation againft that

nobleman, in a manner unworthy of ib

great a Prince. He not only deflroyed

Count Bruhl's palaces ; but even caufed,

it is faid, the pavilions and ilatues in his

gardens, to be mutilated or defaced : a

ftate in which many of them ftill remain

at this hour. Such a revenge, if true,

refembles more the impotent fury of Cam-

byfes, or of Caracalla, than the dignified

refentment which mould characterize a

Sovereign, by whom the arts have been

always cheriihed. His enemies by no

means retaliated with equal feverity on

Berlin, or on Potzdam, of both which,

for a fhort time, they were repeatedly

mafters ;
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mafters ;
and which, though they plun-

dered and ranfomed, they neither defaced,

nor demolifhed. During the winter of

I 75&i when Frederic occupied Drefden,

he was accuftomed to pafs much of his lei-

fure in the celebrated gallery of paintings

conftructed by Auguftus the Third. It is

by far the fineft collection of that nature,

in the north of Europe, and does honor

to the tafte as well as magnificence, of the

late King of Poland. I confefs however,

that I am lefs {truck with the " Notte" of

Corregio, oppofite to which Frederic ufed

to caufe his chair to be placed, than with

many other pieces in the gallery.

Of the Saxon Court, though I have been

prefented to the Elector, I am incompe-
tent to fpeak with information, from fo

fhort a refidence. A glance fuffices, ne-

verthelefs, to (hew that it fcarcely retains

any traces of the fplendor, which cha-

racterized it under the reigns of Auguftus

the Second and Third. Thofe Princes,

in addition to their hereditary pofTeffions,

were by election Kings of Poland ; and

VOL. i. X Drefden,
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Drefden, from the beginning of the prefent

century, down to the year 1756, might vie

with Paris itfelf in the arts of luxury. But,

the accumulated calamities of war, under

which Saxony groaned during more than

fix years, nearly extinguifhed induftry, and

impovcrimed every clafs of the people.

The reigning Elector, economical, laborious,

and neither attached to pleafure, nor to

exhibitions of pomp, wiiely reprefles every

tendency to expence. Occupied meritori-

oufly in recovering his dominions from the

ravages of Frederic, no lefs than from the

effect of the profufion of his predeceflbrs ;

he gives no part of liis revenues to mif-

treiles, to dancers, to ardfts, or to public

performers in any line.

When I recollect the defcriptions left us

of Drefden under Auguftus the Second,

by Lady Wortley Montagu, by Pollnitz,

and by many other writers
;

I am tempted

to think that I read of fome other place.

Encampments, Ihews, and diverfions, per-

petually fucceeding, to- which flrangers

eagerly crowded from all the kingdoms of

Europe,
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Europe, rendered it at once the moil amuf-

ing and fplendid Court in Germany. That

Prince, whofe bodily ftrength equalled all

that fable attributes to Ajax or to Thefeus,

was formed to excel in manly exercifes of

every kind. Pleafure, varied in a thoufand

forms, feemed to conftitute the only occu-

pation of his reign. Banquets, or rather

Bacchanalian Orgies, fuch as the Regent
Duke of Orleans, nearly at the fame time,

was accuftomed to celebrate in the

" Palais Royal," were continually held by

Auguftus. The moft beautiful women of

Poland and of Germany, allured by his libe-

rality and munificence, ftrove for the tranfl-

tory pofleflion of his affedions. It is in

vain that you would now feek for beauty
in the Saxon drawing-room. Except the

Countefs Lofs, I have not feen a fingle

woman of condition here, who has any

pretenfions to be called handfome. Even

Madame de Lofs, if critically examined,

may rather be denominated elegant and

pleafmg, than fuperior in perfonal charms.

If however, the upper ranks can furnifti fo

T 2 few
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few models for the painter, it by no means

follows, that the fex has degenerated within

the laft fifty years, in Saxony. Among the

middle orders, and among the peafants,

the mod charming figures are found ; far

fuperior, in my opinion, to thofe ordi-

narily feen in other parts of the German

Empire. I have often been inclined to

imagine, though it is perhaps ideal, that

there is in the air, climate, and iky of

Drefden and its environs, fomething more

favourable to beauty, than in Hanover,

Brandenburgh, or Bavaria.

Among the Princes of the Electoral

family to whom I have been prefented,

Prince Charles, uncle to the reigning Elec-

tor, claims particular notice. He is here

commonly denominated Duke of Courland,

the States of that Dutchy having chofen

him for their Sovereign, by the influence

and protection of Elizabeth, late Emprefs
of Ruflia ; as his uncle, the famous Mar-

flial Saxe, had been, at an earlier period of

the prefent century. With that Princefs's

reign expired his tranfitory elevation
; and

the
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the exiled Duke Biren, recalled by Peter

the Third from Siberia, refumed his fuf-

pended rights. Prince Charles of Saxony
is not only elegant in his perfon and man-

ners; but, highly amiable and accomplimed.

He and the Princefs his wife, who was a

Polim lady of the family of Crafinfky, in-

habit the palace here in Drefden, which

belonged to the late Chevalier de Saxe his

uncle, one of the many natural fons of

Auguftus the Second.

In the great gallery, where I was pre-

fented to Prince Charles three days fmce,

was performed the memorable fcene of

raifing the apparition of the Chevalier

de Saxe. Never, perhaps, was a more

impudent, or a more fuccefsful experiment

tried upon human weaknefs and credulity.

As it happened only about four years ago,

and as many perfons of the firft rank and

consideration in this country were prefent,

the principal circumftances attending it, are

well known and remembered. But, the

ridicule which has attached to it, an4 the

marked difapprobation exprefled by the

T 3 Elector
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Elector towards any repetition of fuch ex-

periments, render all thofe who witneffed it

extremely my of relating the tranfaction.

It was not without difficulty, after repeated

felicitation, that I obtained from one of

the gentlemen who affifted at it, the recital

which I am a.bout to make. He is a man

of fenfe, courage, and intelligence. I

fupprefs his name
; but, you may form

from it fome eftimate of the human mind

in this part of Europe ;
which in many

refpects, is certainly more open to fuper-

ftitious impreffions, than with us. The

Germans, ahnoft univerfally, even thofe of

the founded and moft cultivated under-

ftandings, believe in the exiftence of fami-

liar fpirits ;
in whofe train follow witches,

ghofts, and the whole family of invifible

agents. If however, we incline to confi-

der fuch weaknefs with pity or contempt,

we fhould recoiled:, that fimilar proofs of

human infirmity have been given by turns,

in every European capital. The miracles,

performed in the church-yard of St. Me-

dard, at Paris, under Louis the Fifteenth's

reign,
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reign, which were only terminated by the

royal interpofition, are not yet forgotten.

Scarcely fifteen years, I believe, are elapfed,

iince London had its
" Chevalier de Saxe,"

in the memorable Cock-Lane ghoft.

The man who here exhibited fo ex-

traordinary a proof of his art ;
for fuch

it muft, in every cafe, be efteemed ;
was

a perfon of the name of Schrepfer,

who originally refided at Leipfic, of

which city he was a native, and where

he kept a coffee-houfe. But, his bufi-

nefs not producing him either as much

profit, or as much distinction as he afpired

to poflefs, he pietended to ftudy magic,

and . to have acquired many fecrets con-

nected with that imaginary fcience. He

boldly aflerted that he had intercourfe with,

and a control over fpirits, whom he could

fummon, command, and caufe to difap-

pear, if not altogether at his pleafure, yet

by the force of his invocations. Thefe

agents he had the ingenuity and effrontery

to divide into three claflcs, the friendly,

the evil, and the neutral
;

all of whom he

T 4 knew
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knew how to diftinguifli at their approach,

or on their appearance, by the noifes which

preceded and attended them. Whenever

he affected to exert his magical powers, he

always began by calling to his affiftance the

benevolent fpirits ;
in order, as he faid, to

defend him againft the attacks of the malig-

nant ones. Pretenfions fo extraordinary,

fuftained by fome exhibitions which im-

prefTed the fpectators with aftoniftiment,

foon procured him no little reputation,

Schrepfer, about this time, while he flill

refided at Leipfic, had given offence to

Princ.e Charles of Saxony, by expreffions

relative to him, of an unbecoming or info-

lent nature. The Prince irritated at fuch

conduct, ordered an officer belonging to his

houfehold to repair to Leipfic, and there to

inflict on Schrepfer, in his name, perfonal

chaft ifeme nt. His orders were exactly

executed : but Schrepfer, though he made

no other reiiftance, running into a corner

of the room, threw himfelf on his knees,

and loudly invoked his invifible allies to

e,ome to his affiftance. Their vifible ap-

pearance
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pearance or interpofition were however

unnecefTary, in order to refcue him from

violence : the officer, it is aflerted, having

been fo much alarmed at the invocation

and its poffible confequences, as to quit the

chamber with precipitation.

A circumftance of fuch notoriety, as well

as fo degrading in itfelf to Schrepfer, in-

duced him to leave Leipfic. After an ab-

fence of fome time, he appeared at Drefden,

where he aflumed a fictitious name, and an-

nounced that he was a colonel in the fervice

of France. In that quality he even made an

attempt to be prefented to the Elector ; but

Monfieur de Marbois, who acted as Charge

d'Affaires in the abfence of the French en-

voy, refufed to carry him to Court. His

real name foon became known
; and his

pretences to ikill in magic attracting many
followers, his reputation fpeedily reached

Prince Charles. It was accompanied with

fuch extraordinary accounts of Schrepfer's

powers, as to induce that Prince to make

every exertion for obliterating the recol-

letion of the indignity lately offered him.

As
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As a ftep towards it, he did not hefitate to

go in perfon to the " Hotel de Pologne,"

an inn where Schrepfer lodged ;
and in

prefence of various \vitnefles, to afk his

pardon for the blows given him, as well as

to offer every amends that the nature of the

affront admitted. Schrcpfer, flattered k

by
fuch a condefcenfion, having accepted the

apologies, the Prince then requefted to fee

fo'me proofs of his fupernatural art. It is

pretended that he exhibited many; all of

which only tended to augment the Prince's

admiration, and to ftimulate his curiofity

for further fpecimens.

But, the moft difficult operation of magic

in all ages, has been to raife departed fpirits

from the tomb; a prodigy which Schrepfer

fnade no fecret of his ability to perform.

Prince Charles having earneftly, as well as

repeatedly befought it
;
after many refufals,

real or affected, obtained at length a reluc-

tant
'

promife to prefent before his eyes an

apparition ;
for Schrepfer artfully profeifed

the greatcft repugnance and difmclination

to the aft, as. being perilous to himfelf, and

attended
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attended with various circumftances of hor-

ror. It only remained therefore, to fix on

the fpirit to be fummoned. After long

confideradon the Chevalier de Saxe was

named, and Schrepfer undertook to produce

his ghoft before a felect company. The

place chofen for the experiment, was Prince

Charles's Palace in Drefden. But, as it

was well known that the Elector having
the misfortune to be neither credulous, nor

inclined to permit fuch exhibitions in his

capital, might difapprove and prohibit it,

the ftridteft fecrecy was obferved previous

to the affair.

The Chevalier de Saxe, tKird in order of

birth, among the natural fons of Auguftus

the Second, King of Poland, was only half

brother to the famous Marfhal Saxe, as

they were by different mothers. In right

of his, who was a Princefs Lubomirfka,

of a very illuftrious Polim family, the Che-

valier inherited considerable property in

that country, as well as in Saxony. He

refided principally in Drefden, and died only

a few
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a few years ago, at his palace in this city ;

which his nephew Prince Charles, who

was his principal heir, occupied^ after his

deceafe. In addition to his maternal eftates,

the Chevalier pofleffed a vaft income from

his military and other appointments in the

Electoral fervice
;
and as he left no iflue,

he was fuppofed to have amaffed great fums.

Reports had been circulated, that money
was concealed in the palace ; but no one

pretended to afcertain the precife place

where it was depofited. If his fpirit could

be compelled to appear, that interefting

fecret might be extorted from him. Thus

curiofity combining with avarice, or at leart

with the hope of difcovering a confiderable

treafure, prompted Prince Charles to name

his uncle, as the object of the experiment.

On the appointed night ;
for Schrepfer

naturally preferred darknefs, as not only
more private in itfelf, but better calculated

for the effect of incantations; the com-

pany afTeinbled. They were nineteen in

number, of whom I peribnally Joiow

feveral,



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 285

feveral, who are perfons of confideration,

character, and refpectability. When they

were met in the great gallery of the palace,

the iirft object of all prefent was to fecure

the windows and doors, in order equally to

prevent intrufion or deception. As far as

precaution could effect it, they did fo, and

were fatisfied that nothing except violence

could procure accefs or entrance. Schrepfer

then acquainted them, that the act which

he was about to perform, would demand all

their firmnefs
j
and advifed them to fortify

their nerves by partaking of a bowl of

punch, which was placed upon the table.

Several of them, (indeed, as I believe, all

except one or two,) thinking the exhorta-

tion judicious, very readily followed it; but,

the gentleman from whom I received thefe

particulars, declined to profit by the advice.

"
I am come here," faid he to Schrepfer,

" to be prefent at raifmg an apparition.
" Either I will fee all, or nothing. My
" refolution is taken, and no inducement can
" make me put any thing within my lips."

Another
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Another of the company, who preferred

his prefence of mind, placed himielf clofe

to the principal door, in order to watch if

any one attempted to open or force it.

Thefe preparatory fteps being taken, the

great work began with the utmoft fo-

lemnity.

Schrepfer commenced it, by retiring into

a corner of the gallery, where kneeling

down, with many myfterious ceremonies

he invoked the fpirits
to appear, or rather

to come to his aid
;
for it is allowed that

none were ever vifible. A very conflder-

able time elapfed before they obeyed ; dur-

ing which interval, he laboured apparently

under great agitatiqn of body and mind, be-

ing covered with a violent fweat, and almoft

in convulfions, like the Pythonefs of an-

tiquity.
At length, a loud clatter . was

heard at all the windows on the outfide ;

which was foon followed by another noile,

refembling more the effect produced by a

number of we* fingers drawn over the edge

of g-laffcs,
than any thing elfe to which it

13 could
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could well be compared. This found an-

nounced, as he faid, the arrival of his good

or protecting fpirits, am feemed to encou-

rage him to proceed. A (hort time after-

wards a yelling was heard, of a frightful and

unufual nature, which came, he declared,

from the malignant fpirits, whofe prefence,

as it feems, was neceflary and indifpenfable

to the completion of the cataftrophe.

The company w^ere now, at lead the

greater part, electrified with amazement,

or petrified with horror
; and of courfe

fully prepared for every object which could

be prefented to them. Schrepfer continuing

his invocations, the door fuddenly opened

with violence, and fomething that refem-

bled a black ball or globe, rolled into the

room. It was inverted with fmoke or

cloud, in the midft of which appeared to be

a human face, like the countenance of the

Chevalier de Saxe ; much in the fame way,

it would feem, that Corregio or Hannibal

Carrache have reprefented Jupiter appear-

ing to Semele, From this form ifiued a

loud
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loud and angry voice, which exclaimed m
German,

"
Carl, was wolte du mit mich ?"

"
Charles, what wouldft thou with rne ?

" Why doft thou diflurb me ?"

Language, as may be fuppofed, can ill de-

fcribe the confternation produced among the

fpectators at fuch a fight. Either firmly

perfuaded that the appearance which they

beheld, was fpiritual and intangible ;
or

deprived of refolution to approach and

attempt to feize it
; they appear to have

made no effort to fatisfy themielves of its

incorporeal nature. The Prince, whofe

impious curiofity had fummoned his uncle's

ghoft, and to whom, as the perfon princi-

pally refponfible,the fpectre addrefled itfelf ;

far from manifefting coolnefs, or attempting

reply, betrayed the ftrongeft marks of horror

and contrition. Throwing himfelf on his

knees, he called on God for mercy ; while

others of the terrified party earneftly be-

fought the magician to give the only re-

maining proof of his art for which they

now were anxious, by difmifling the appa-

rition.
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I'ltion. But Schrepfer, though apparently

willing, found, or pretended to find, this effort

beyond his power. However incredible,

abfurd, or ridiculous it may be thought, the

perfons xvho witnefled the fcene, proteft that

near an hour elapfed, before, by the force of

his invocationSj the fpedlre could be com-

pelled to difappear. Nay, when at length

Schrepfer had fucceeded in difmifling it ; at

the moment that the company began to re-

fume a degree of ferenity, the door, which

had been clofed, burft open again, and the

fame hideous form prefented itfelf anew

to their eyes. The mod refolute and col-

lected among them/ were not proof to its

fecond appearance,, and a fcene of uni-

verfal difmay enfued. Schrepfer, however,

by reiterated exorcifms or exertions, finally

difmifled the apparition. The terrified

fpe&ators foon difperfed, overcome with

amazement, and fully fatisfied, as they

well might be, of Schrepfer's fupernatural

powers.

Having thus related as ferioufly and cir-

cumftantially as I am able, the principal

VOL. i. u fads
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facts relative to the affair in queRion, it is

natural to afk m-y own opinion of the ftory ;

and to demand whether I can explain or

account for it in any rational manner. To
fucli inquiries I mud frankly reply, that I

can neither give any fatisfadory folution of

it, nor have I heard any attempted, except

the obvious one of human credulity and

terror, operated upon by impofture and

. deception. But, the manner in which fo

wonderful an illufion was produced, I am,

in common with every perfon here, at a

lofs to underfcand. I believe, no one has

yet clearly explained how the liquefaction

of St. Januarius's blood is performed;

though, out of Naples, I imagine few per-

fons attribute it to miraculous or fuperna-

tural interpofition. We know from ex-

perience, how prodigious are the deceptions

practifed in and upon optics. Nineteen

men, met together for the avowed purpofe

of feeing an apparition, and believing that

it is in human power to render a departed

fpirit vifible, are already half fubdued to

any thing, however grofs. Night, darknefs,

and
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arid the impofmg folemniry of ma%ic invo-

cations, bereave the ftrongeft minds of

their felf-pofleffion. A bold and artful

importer might then trample on their

reafon, and prefent to their eyes fome

hideous figure properly accoutred for the

occafion. It muft, however, always excite

fome aftonifhinent and more regret,
that

among near twenty perfons, not one fheuld

have endeavoured to lay hands on the

fpectre. Its fecond appearance is likewife

a circumftance very difficult to account for,

as it was unneceflary in order to produce

conviction, which had been fully effected.

That it was a deception, no man of found

underftanding will doubt ; but how it was

managed or produced, the perfons who were

duped, have not yet difcovered. They are

all, or nearly all, ftill alive in this country,

and they by no means boaft of their ad-

venture, or derive from it any fort of vanity.

On the contrary, independent of the ridi-

cule, they all feel and exprefs the utmoft

repugnance to relating, or even recollecting

u 2 a fcene.
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a fcene, which hfls imprefled on their ima-

gination fo much horror. Their friends

dread and deprecate a renewal of the images

Iften prefented to thofe who were prefent;

and a lady earneftly befought of me, rfqt to

prefs her hufband on a fubject, of which he

could never think or converfe without

paffing a fleeplefs night. We muft be

content therefore to refolve it into German

credulity or fuperftidon, and congratulate

ourfelves on our fuperiority to fuch puerile

terrors.

The ftory no fooner fpread through

Drefden, than the Elector exprefled his dif-

appvobation of fuch fcenes, and his per-

emptory injunctions not to repeat them.

Schrepfer foon retired to his native city,

Leipfic; \fhere his fame accompanied him,

and drew after him a crowd of difciples

or votaries. To them he continued to

give, as is confidently afferted here, nu-

merous and aftoniihing proofs of Jiis fuper-

natural power, fome of which I have heard

Delated ; but after the fpeciraen that I have

detailed,
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detailed, all others would be at once tedious

and fuperfluous. Schrepfer did not long

enjoy his celebrity, and his death is not

the lead extraordinary part of his hiftory.

Three gentlemen, whom he had in fome

meafure initiated into his myfteries ;
for he

profefled to inftrut in the fcience of magic ;

were promifed by him an exhibition more

wonderful than any at which they had yet

affifted. For this purpofe they attended him

into the wood of Rofendaal, which is at a

fmall diftance without the gates of Leipfic. It

was in fummer, before the fun rofe, between

three and four o'clock in the morning.

When they came to a certain part of the

grove, he defired them to ftay a little, while

he went on one fide, to make the requifite

invocations. After waiting a few minutes,

they heard the report of a piftol. Running
to the fpot, they found that he had fliot

himfelf, and was already without fenfe.

He foon afterwards expired. All thofe

who believe him to have had intercourfe

with evil fpirits, affirm that he was tor-

<u 3 mentqd
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merited by them, perpetually, which ren-

dering his life miferable, induced him

to have recourfe to a piftol. I imagine

however, you will think with Horace, that

it is not neceffary to call in fupernatural

interference, in order to account for the

violent end of fuch a man. He has leit

behind him many profelytes ; but, I believe-,

no one who pretends to equal knowledge ot

his fecrets.

It is probable that my next letter will be

from Prague, or from Vienna.
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LETTER IX.

Journeyfrom Drefden, through Prague? to Vienna.

State of that Capital, and of the Imperial

Court, at the clcfe cf the \ear 17/7.

V 1 1? N X A , December 2 O, I
~ " ~

.

'~T"'HREE weeks are nearly elapfed iince I

arrived in this city ; but, before I

enter on any thing connected with it, let

me mention briefly lome particulars of my
journey through Bohemia. I left Drefden

with regret, on the 24th of November, at

midnight, in the midft of a heavy fnow,

and found myfelf at day-break, near the

frontiers of Saxony. At a miferable village

among the mountains, called Peteriwalda,

I entered the Auftrian dominions: but

fuch was the feverity of the weather, and

the depth of the mows, that it was with

difficulty the carriage could proceed, or be

prevented from overfetting. The road lay

through defiles for feveral leagues, bounded

y 4 by



MEMOIRS OF THE

by precipices to the left, that overhang the

river Elbe ; and of which I could give you
a defcription, if it had not been already

much better done many years ago, by Lady

"Wortley Montagu, when me travelled the

fame road. I drove it, as ihe did, by

night ;
and neither the clanger nor the

difficulties are diminimed -fince her time.

Faffing through Lowofitz, famous for the

battle fought there in 1756, I got to

Prague in about thirty-eight hours after

leaving Drefden.

My ftay was much too fhort to allow me,

if I had the inclination, to give you any ac-

curate defcription of Prague. The fitu-

ation is wild and romantic
;
the city large,

but not cheerful, except in thofe parts

that lie on the banks of the river Moldaw,

by which it is interfered. Prague is, in

fact, only the deferted capital of a dependant

kingdom, loft among the numerous and

\videly fcattered provinces of the Houfe of

Auftria. Its pofleffion has been difputed

jn, almorl every age ;
and the ground on

ail
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all fides, like that of Troy in antiquity, as

marked out by battles, which render it

clafiic in the hiftory of Germany. But,

they have not the fame celebrity ; ccirent

quia vate
fi.:cro.

On my journey through

Bohemia, Moravia, and Upper Auftria, I

only flopped to change horfes, and arrived

in this city on the 3Qth of November.

Two days ago I was prefented by Sir

Robert Keith, to the Emprefs Queen,
and afterwards to the Emperor Jofeph.

Maria Therefa received us in the deepeft

weeds, in a chamber hung with black

velvet, on the third ftory of the palace.

She has neither worn any other drefs, nor

inhabited any other apartments, fmce the

deceafe of the late Emperor her hufband,
more than twelve years ago. Her perfon

retains no traces of her former beauty;

but her manners are benign, gracious,

and obliging. Over the doors of the room,

I remarked the portraits of her grand-

father Leopold, and of his deliverer, John

Sobiefki, King of Poland. Incompliance
with the antient

etiquette of the Imperial

Court,
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Court, fiie is always alone, when fhe gives

audience to foreign Minifters, as is likewiie

her fon the Emperor.

This capital, in common with Ger*

inany, enjoys at prefent the moft complete

ferenity ; and all the pleafures of the winter

are already begun, among which thofe of

the table feem not to be forgotten. Prince

Kaunitz, Prince Colloredo, and a number

of the firft Minifters or Nobility, do the

honors of Vienna to ftrangers, with equal

hofpitality and magnificence. The Court

is much enlivened by the prefence of the

Archduchefs of Milan, and her hufband the

Archduke Ferdinand, who are lately arrived

here from Lombardy, on a vifit to the Em-

prefs Queen. Maria Therefa, finking in

years ; divided between her religious ob-

fervances, and her civil duties
; occupied

alternately in bufmefs of ftate, -and in ex-

ercifes of devotion
; hopes to pafs the even-

ing of her ftormy reign in peace, furrounded

by her numerous family. She has lived to

extin-guifh the long hereditary enmities

between
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between the Houfes of Bourbon and Auftria.

Three Princefles, her daughters, the Queens
of France and Naples, and the Archduchefs

of Parma, who fealed the reconciliation by
their refpective marriages, form the beft

guarantees for its (lability. On the fide of

Pruflia, there appears to be no immediate

qr obvious fubject of apprehenfion. Ruffia,

if not in clofe alliance with the cabinet of

Vienna, at leaft is not hoftile
;

and the

Turks are here confidered rather as objects

of plunder or conqueft, than as capable of

exciting alarm.

The Emperor, on his part, is not lefs

fully occupied than his mother; but bufmefs

feems to be his principal purfuit, and grati-

fication. Emulous of Frederic, he wears like

him a uniform on all occafions, and mani-

fefts the warmeft affection for his foldiery.

Hunting is the only diversion in which

he indulges, unlefs we account travelling

among the number of his amufements ; but

even his travels are almoft folely directed

to objects of information. He has already

accurately
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accurately infpefted the far greater part of

his own dominions ^ he is recently returned

from France; and I am told, that he pro-

jects foon to vifit England.

Prince Kaunitz, firfl Miriifter of Maria

Therefa during three-and-twenty years,

continues ftill to guide the councils of his

miftrefs. To him is due the merit of ter-

minating the quarrels between the Houfe of

Auftria and France, as the meafure was pe-

culiarly his own. Though he appears to

pafs much of his time between his Manege,
the fociety which meets every evening at

his palace, and the diverfion of billiards ;

yet he finds leiiure for directing all the

complicated affairs of the Emprefs Queen,
and poiTefles. an ahnoft unlimited authority.

Like her, declined in years, he neverthelefs

appears to be freia and vigorous.

Prince Colloredo, as Vice-Chancellor of

the Empire, is the firft Miniiler of Jofeph

the Second in his Imperial capacity ;
but he

is fuppofed to enjoy far lefs of the private

confidence of his mailer, than Marihal Lacy,

I hear
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I hear little of Laudohn, who occupies Co

diftinguifhed a place in the efteem of Fre-

deric, and who performed fuch eminent

fervices in the late war. Peace has reduced

him to comparative insignificance. In the

perfonal affections of the Emprefs Queen,

her daughter the Archduchefs Chriftina is

believed to have no rival. Her hufband,

Prince Albert of Saxony, is Governor of

Hungary; but they do not the lefs refide

in Vienna during the greater part of the

winter. Among the foreign Minifters, the

French Embaflador alone feems to enjoy a

marked confideration. The clofe connexion

between this Court and that of Verfailles ;

added to the magnificence in which he

lives, as reprefentative of Louis the Six-

teenth; conduce to give the Baron de Breteuil

a vaft fuperiority over every other member

of the "
Corps Diplomatique." It is no

where more vifible than in the drawing-
room of Prince Kaunitz himfelf.

Such are the outlines of the Court and

Cabinet of Vienna at the clofe of 1777,

and
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and filch the principal perfons who direl

its' movements. They will ferve as land-

marks, by which to enable you to form a

judgment on the fads or events, which

may occur during my ftay here. In a fhort

time I fhall write again.
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LETTER X.

Death of the, Elettor of Bavaria. Circumftances

of his Illnefs.
Arrival of the Intelligence at

Vienna. Communication of it to the E?nprefs

ueen. Her Conduct. Seizure of Lower Ba-
' ^"

<varia bv the Aujlrians. Speculations upon the

probable Confeqiiences of that Event.

VIENNA, January 9, 1778.

T LITTLE imagined, when I concluded

my laft letter, and defcribed to you the

ftate of profound repofe, which this Court

and capital prefented on my arrival, that

-it would be fo foon difturbed. Every

thing then feemed to announce a continu-

ance of public tranquillity ; but, the un-

expected death of the Elector of Bavaria

has fhaken the foundations on which it

refted, and may, not improbably, be the

prelude to new fcenes of conteft between

Auftria and Pruflia. Laudohn, who for

feveral years has lived in obfcurity, will

perhaps be again oppofed to Frederic in the

field.
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field. We have not yet recovered the

aftonimment into which this event has

thrown us, and we are loft in fpeculations

tipon its poffible confequences. Before I

enter further on fo important a fubjecT:, let

me relate to you the principal circumftances

which threaten to involve Germany, and

perhaps Europe, in freih calamities.

The late Elector of Bavaria, Maximilian

Jofeph, was the fon of that unfortunate

Emperor, Charles the Seventh, who, after

a fhort and miferable elevation to the Im-

perial dignity, faw himfelf driven from

his hereditary dominions; and foon after-

wards expired at Munich, under the accu-

mulated weight of misfortunes and difeafes.

It is he, whom Johnfon, in his tranflation of

the tenth Satire of Juvenal, has beautifully

felected, as a cohfpicuous proof of modern

pre-eminence in rank and in wretchednefs.

You probably recollect the defcriptlon,

which is one of the moft animated ever

drawn, and which the circumftances of

15
the



COURT OF BERLIN, etc. 305

the moment in which I am now writing,

render peculiarly interefting:

" The bold Bavarian, in a lucklefs hour,
" Tries the dread fummitof Csefarean power j

" With unexpected legions burfts away,
** And fees defencelefs realms accept his fway.
" Short fway ! Fair Auftria fprcads her mournful charms,
*' The Queen, the Beauty, fets the world in arms."

It may indeed be accounted among the

wonderful revolutions of the prefent age,

that Maria Therefa fhould now retaliate

precifely in the fame manner, upon the

death of the fon^ the injuries which Ihe

fuftained from the father. Already a very

considerable portion of Bavaria has beeri

feized on by her troops, and is incorpo-

rated with her dominions.

No event could have beeri more im-

probable, a few weeks fince, than the de-

ceafe of the Elector of Bavaria
;
who was

ftill in the vigor of his age, about fifty

years old, and of a flrong constitution.

He had always- entertained great apprehen-

fions of the fmall-pox, which he never

VOL. I. X had
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had naturally caught, and which he had

not, like Catharine the Second, the wifdoin

and magnanimity to anticipate by inocula-

tion. Every precaution was ineffectual for

preferving him from the attacks of that

fatal diftemper. A young lady of quality,

Madame de Riva, who happetied to be

on a vifit at the Court of Munich, and

who lodged in the Electoral palace, was

feized with the fmall-pox. The nature of

her difeafe was carefully concealed from the

Elector
;
but her grandfather having been

with her at her bedfide, imprudently

came immediately afterwards into the

room where the Elector was engaged at

billiards. He had hardly remained a few

minutes there, when that Prince exclaimed,
" Some perfon here has the fmall-pox ;

I

feel it J" Inftantly throwing down the

mace which he had in his hand, he. retired

to his apartment, and foon fickened.

Though the fymptoms, from the beginning,

-were very alarming, yet it is highly pro-

bable, that under judicious management he

might
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might have furmounted the difeafe. But

the Bavarian phyficians, who are not yet

{killed in the modern treatment of the

fmall-pox, adhered to the antient practice of

warmth and the exclufion of frefh air.

During fome days before his deceafe, no

hopes of a favorable change were enter-

tained
;
and the refult fufficiently proves

that this Court was fully prepared for his

diflblution. He lay in a deplorable con-

dition for the laft forty-eight hours, his

head fvvelled to a prodigious fize, and his

features hardly recognizable, from the

malignant nature of the diftemper. On the

3Oth of December, laft Tuefday fe'nnight,

during the night, he expired ; and Count

Ilartig, the Auftrian Plenipotentiary at the

Court -of Bavaria, loft not an inftant in

difpatching a meflenger to Prince Kaunitz,

with the intelligence.

The Courier alighted at the houfe of the

iirft Minifter, about half paft fix o'clock,

on the evening of the ift of January;

which is a day of Gala, and the only one

x 2 now
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now obferved as fuch in the whole year.

All the nobility
1 and perfons of condition

in Vienna, were then about to aflemble in

the great drawing-room of the 'palace,

xvhere the Emprefs Queen, the Emperor,

-md the Archducheffes, her daughters, were

"preleiit. Maria Therefa fat down to play ;

while the Emperor, who never touches

cards, flood near her, engaged in conver-

iation. I was prefent at an inconfiderable

diftanee from them. Prince Kaunitz, hav-

ing perufed the difpatch from Munich,

acquainting him with the Elector's death,

Immediately repaired to the Imperial pa-

kce, with which his own communicates

by a gallery. Unwilling to excite re-

marks, or to attract the public attention,

he did not ihew himfelf
;

but fent in a

perfon to inform the Emperor, that he was

defirous to impart to his Majefty fome in-

telligence of confequence. That Prince,

who was probably aware of the nature of

the news, which could not be unexpected,

withdrew; but returned in a few minutes,

and
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and leaning over the table at which his

mother was playing, he whifpered fome

words in her ear. She inftantly let fall

the cards, and rifmg up with evident mark*

of emotion, quitted the apartment. As

this was fudden, no one knew the caufe
j

and the Emprefs's departure was fo pre-

cipitate, as well as unforefeen, that the

Archducheffes, her daughters, who were

engaged each at a feparate card-table, re-

mained for fome moments in ignorance of

her having left the room. When they

were made acquainted with it, they like-

wife threw down their cards, and followed

her. We all looked at each other in afto-

nifhment, confcious that fome event of

moment had taken place, but uncertain of ,

its nature. Tihe Court broke up, and many
conjectures w-sre formed on the reafons of

the Emprefs's conduct. Next morning it

was explained, by the news of the Elector

of Bavaria's death, which became public.

That event muft neceffarily have been con-

ftdered as inevitable, for fome days previous

x 3 to
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to its a&ually taking place ;
and the general

meafu^s to be purfued upon it, for fe-

curing, or feizing on a part of the Bavarian

fucceflion, were no doubt, as we muft fup-

pofe, already fettled in the Cabinet. I know

however, from good authority, that on the

night of the firft of January, after the

Emprefs Queen retired to her own apart-

ments, a fecret council was there held,

confifting of herfelf, the Emperor, and

Prince Kaunitz. Much difference of opi-

nion, relative to the extent of territory

to be claimed and occupied by the Auf-

trian troops, then manifefled itfelf. The

firft Minifter having fpread before their

Majefties a map of Bavaria, pointed out

the portions of that Electorate, to which

he conceived the pretenfions of Maria The-

refa might wifely and juftly be extended.

The Emperor fupported him with all his

force, and urged that troops fhould be in-

ftantly fent to take pofleilion of the diftricts

in queftion : but the Emprefs, become cau-

tious from age, averfe to war, and perhaps

not
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not altogether fatisfied in her mind of the

juftice of the claims about to be fet up,

appeared to be very undecided. She be-

trayed great agitation, often repeating

with earneftnefs in German,
" In God's

"
name, only take what we have a right to

" demand ! I forefee that it will end in war.

" My wifh is to end my days in peace."

Notwithstanding the Emprefs's reluc-

tance to the meafure of feizing by force on

any part of the Bavarian territories, it was

finally adopted on that night, and has been

fmce carried into execution wjth incredible

celerity. General Langlois, and Count

Clairfait, by orders from the Court, en-

tered on the newly claimed diftricts, with-

out an hour's delay. They met, as might

be fuppofed, with no reiiftance from the

Bavarian.or Palatine Government; and are

already in pofleffion of a very confiderable

tract of country. At the hour that I am

writing, fcarcely above a week after the

reception of the news of the late Elector's

death, we know here that the Imperial

x 4 Commif-
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Commiffaries are occupied in numbering and

marking the houfes, throughout all the vil-

lages of Lower
t
Bavaria. Troops are pouri ng

in, to fuftain thofe which were fent at fir ft ;

and if no obftacles of an unexpected nature

fhould arife, the whole transfer will be

effected without ihedding a drop of blocd.

But, however tranquil affairs may be at

prefent, in fo early a ftage of the bufmefs ;

we are naturally led to afk, whether they can

terminate in the fame manner ? Will the

Elector Palatine, who is heir to the Duchy
pf Bavaria and to every part of the fuc-

ceflion, acquiefce in the claims of Maria

Therefa and Jofeph ? Will his nephew
and prefumptive fucceflbr, the Duke of

Deux-ponts, fubmit to be thu,s defpoiled of

a country which he confiders as his future-

inheritance ? Will the Elector of Saxony,

whofe mother is fifter to the deceafed

Prince, and of courfe his allodial heir,

take no intereft in the affair ? Even though
all thofe Princes, from political weaknefs,

or from any other motives, fhould tamely

J I
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allow themfelves to be plundered ; can

PrufTia look on unconcerned, while his moft

formidable enemy aggrandizes himfelf, and

extends his territories ? Frederic, whofe

vigilance never intermits, will probably

interfere fjoner or later, at leaft by nego-

tiation, if not by arms. What are the pre-

tenfions of the Cabinet of Vienna? On
what fuppofed right or exifting treaty are

they founded, and how large is their extent?

On all thefe interefting points, relative to

which we are here at prefent completely

ignorant, a fhort time muft enable us to

form an opinion.

The late Elector of Bavaria, though art

amiable, mild, and beneficent Prince, was

deficient in vigor and energy of character.

His facility of temper, added to the want

of economy, produced numerous abufes.

Pofleiling neither ambition nor military

talents, he manifested no wifh to augment
his political power ;

and mftru&ed by his

father's example, he only afpired to main-

tain his dominions in peace. By the Ele&refs

his
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his wife, who was a Princefs of Saxony,

daughter of Auguftus the Third, he has left

no iflue, and in him expires the Gulidmine

Line of the Palatine Houfe. As head of

the Rodolpbine Branch, the Elector Pala-

tine fucceeds to his territories
;

but the

Ele&oral dignity becomes extinct. Charles

Theodore, the new Duke of Bavaria, who
has long fince reached Munich, is a man

of talents, a patron of all the fine arts, of

letters, and of learning. But, the exigency

of his fituation demands vigor, decifion,

and refources of character. We fhall foon

fee whether he means to relift, or to fub-

mit to the Auftrian claims : a queftion

which is here difcufled in every fociety,

and which may foon agitate all Europe.
In my next letter I mail probably be able to

fpeak more decidedly upon the fubject.
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LETTER XI.

Pacific AfpecJ of Affairs. Amufements of the

Court, and of Vienna. Defcription of a
"

Courfe des Traineaux" Society of Vienna.

Benioiufky. His Adventures, and Efcape

from Kamfcbatka.

VIENNA, January z6th, 1778.

E ftorm which fo lately threatened to

overturn the repofe of this country

and of Europe, appears, if we credit every

concurring account, to be part. We talk

here of nothing except peace, and are

only occupied with amufements. The

Elector Palatine has not merely fubmitted

to the demands of Maria Therefa and

Jofeph, but has even ratified them by a

formal ftipulation. Whether the defire

of tranquillity, his inability to refift fo

powerful a competitor, or any more con-

cealed motives of private intereft, have

induced him to relinquifh fo large and

valuable a part of the Bavarian fucceflion,

we are unacquainted. As he is however,

like
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like the late Elector, his predeceflbr,

titute of legitimate iflue, it is neceflary

that the Duke of Deux-ponts, his prefump-
tive heir, fhould likewife acquiefce in the

Auftrian claims. Relative to the King of

Pruffia, little concern feems to be expreflfed,

and little ferious oppofition on his part is

expected. The Cabinet of Vienna probably

relies on his infirmities, his well-known

reluctance to engage again in war, and

his confcioufnefs of the ftate of preparation

in which he would rind the Houfe of

Auftria. Yefterday, Prince Jofeph Lob-

kowitz fet off for Munich, 'to invert the

Elector Palatine with the order of " the

" Golden Fleece," in the name of their

Imperial Majefties. It is a bad exchange

for his captured provinces. Indeed, his

whole conduct in the tranfadtion has not

tended to raife his character even here, for

magnanimity or fpirit. Lampoons are pub-

lickly circulated through Vienna, in which

he is treated with great feverity.

While, by the rapid and fuccefsful

feizure of fo confiderabble a territory ad-

joining
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joining to Upper Auftria and Bohemia,

the political power and dominions of

Maria Therefa are greatly and indefinitely

augmented ;
Vienna prefents a fcene of

amufement and feftivity. Even the Court,

which is not in general cheerful, has

fliaken off its formality, and relaxed fome-

what of its gravity. To the prefence of

the Archduchefs of Milan, we are indebted

for fo imufual an exhibition of gaiety and

magnificence. She is a very pleafmg and

amiable Princefs, an Italian, daughter and

heirefs of the Duke of Modena. Her

perfon is by no means beautiful, but her

manners captivate univerfally. As ihe

loves diverfions, particularly dancing, the

Emprefs, in compliment to her, permits

balls to be given in the Imperial palace. All

foreigners of condition are invited
j
and me

never fails to be prefent herfelf in perfon.

But, the moft fmgular, as well as fplendid

fpetacle which I have witnefled, is a
" Courfe des Traineaux." Under the

reigns of Charles the Sixth, and of the

late
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Jate Emperor Francis, they were common j

but, Jofeph the Second neither likes the

amufement, nor the expence attending it,

which is confiderable. Several hundred

carts are always employed on the preceding

day, to bring fnow into the city, and to

fcatter it through the principal ftreets, as

otherwife the fledges could not be driven

with eafe or fafety.

During the prefent month, we have al-

ready had two " Courfes des Traineaux,"

one by day, and the other by torch-light :

the firft of which exhibitions produced, in

my opinion, infinitely the fmeft effect. The

Emprefs Queen, accompanied by the Arch-

duchefles Maria and Chriftina, repaired to

Marfhal Haddock's houfe, in order to be

a fpedatreis of them ;
the Emperor declin-

ing to take any active part in the amufement.

The Archduchefs of Milan, and her fifter-

in-law the Archduchefs Elizabeth, whofe

fledges were conducted by the Archdukes

Ferdinand and Maximilian, led the way.

More than thhty fledges followed, drawn

up
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tip one behind the -other; in each of which

was feated a lady, drefled in furs richly-

ornamented, and her head covered with

a profufion of jewels. Behind her ftands

the nobleman who drives, commonly as

much decorated with diamonds as the lady.

The fledges themfelves, which form not

the lead curious part of the fight, are gilt

and carved with great tafte, reprefenting

the figures of dragOns, ferpents, peacocks,

or monfters ; and commonly coft fome

thoufand florins. Before each, run foot-

men, or Heyduques, fuperbly habited,

carrying long poles in their hands. Even

the horfes are quite obfcured under the

multiplicity of trappings, plumes, and orna-

ments, with which they are loaded. The
" Grand Ecuyer," or Mafter of the Horfe,

always begins the proceffion. In this order

they drive with amazing velocity, through

all the principal ftreets and fquares of the

capital, for about two hours, and finifh at

the Imperial palace.

Vienna
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Vienna offers befides, gratifications to

the mind, far fuperior to any pleafure that

fpedacles fuch as thefe, however iplendid*

can afford. Many of the great nobility

open their houfes, and feveral are con-

ftantly at home aim oft every evening. At

Prince Kaunitz's, and at Prince Colloredo's,

the company is particularly numerous.

There, among General Officers, foreign

Embaffadors, prelates, ladies, and courtiers,

are to be fometimes found Laudohn, con-

feffedly the firft military commander of

the prefent age ;
and though ftill more

rarely, Metaftafio, the moft beautiful poet

in his line, of this, or, perhaps, of any

period. The Emperor not unfrequently

prefents himfelf at thofe affemblies. As

he is never announced, and is accompanied

only by a fmgle chamberlain, his entrance

occafions no confufion
;
and it has hap-

pened to me to be for many minutes in the

fame room, before I have perceived him,

Handing behind a chair, or mixed in the

crowd.
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crowd. He loves to convert, and is ex-

tremely communicative. I heard him re-

late fome of hrs adventures, when travel-

ling through the -Bannat of Tamefwaer

and fome parts of Sclavonia, only a few

evenings ago, with equal vivacity and

Jiumour.

Among the fmgular- characters which

Vienna furnifhes at the prefent moment,
is the celebrated Count Beniowfky. I meet

him frequently in company, and have

liftened with admiration as well as enter-

tainment to the recital of his adventures,

which exceed in audacity every thing

related of the Buccaneers in the laft cen-

tury, and have juftly acquired him no

fmall reputation. He is by birth a Hun-

garian, of a noble extraction, and not

above thirty-fix years old. During the

period of general tranquillity which fuc-

ceeded to the peace of 1763, when Poland

offered almoft the only field in Europe for

enterprize and military talents
; Beniowfky,

in common with many of his country-
VOL. i. y men.
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men, joined the Polifh confederates, who
took up arms againft Staniflaus and his

protestors, the Ruffians. Their caufe was

unfortunate; the-, far greater number of

thofe who ventured to oppofe the troops

of Catharine, having perifhed by the fword,

or languifhed out their lives in poverty,

exile, and every variety of wretchednefs.

Beuiowfky being taken prifoner in one

of the fkirmifhes, among the woods near

the frontiers of Hungary and Poland, was

driven, with a number of other captives,

to the city of Kiow in the Ukraine. They/ f

were chained, as I have heard him declare,

like wild beafts, expofed to all the viciffi-

tutles of heat and cold, the feverity of

which were rendered more fenfible by the

want of cloaths, of food, and of cleanlinefs.

Though incapacitated by his wounds from

walking, except with the affiftance of

crutches, he was not the lefs compelled to

perform the march on foot
; fubjected to.

blows, and every fpecies of indignity, as

well as cruelty. More than three-fourths
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of the number expired on the road ;

and the furvivors, among whom was Bc-

niowfky, were transferred from Kiow to

Cafan. While there, he endeavored to

excite an infurrection againft the Ruffian

Government, in which he failed. Having
neverthelefs effected his efcape from Cafan,

he reached Peterfburgh without being dif-

covered ; whence he projected to embark

for fome other part of Europe. He had

even contracted for his paflage in a Dutch

fhip, and was going on board ; when, either

by the treachery of the Captain, or by the

vigilance of the police, he was feized and

committed to prifon.

Catharine only liberated him from con-

finement, to fend him into exile. After

travelling many weeks in a covered fledge,

over a fnowy wafte, furrounded by almoft

perpetual darknefs, he arrived at Tobolfky
in Siberia

; where he learned that he was to

be further fent on to Kamfchatka. Near a

year elapfed between his departure from

Peterfburgh, and his arrival at that favage

y 2 and
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and fequeftered extremity of the Ruffian

Empire. Having traverfed the immenfe

portion of Afia which feparates Siberia from

Kamchatka, he found on his arrival a

number of exiles, fome among whom had

been his friends and companions. After

receiving fire-arms, they were ordered to

provide their own fubfiftence, and likewife

to furnifh a certain number of furs and

fables for the ufe of the Emprefs j
thofe

articles conftituting the principal fources

of her revenue,

Unfubdued by the nature of his fitua-

tjon, which feemed to preclude hope, as

well as affiftance, Beniowfky conceived the

daring project of firft liberating himielf,

and then of efcaping from the dominions

of Catharine. Having concerted meafures

for the purpofe with his companions, who

offered to follow and to perifh with him,

they attacked the Ruffian guard, and put

them to the fword. Without lofing an in-

ftant, Beniowlky marched againft the fort,

.entered it, and cut to pieces the garrifon,

together
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together with the governor himfelf, after

a defperate reiiftance. They then feized

on all the furs in the public magazines,

which they put on board a veffel, con-

ftructed for the purpofe of making difco-

veries among the Archipelago that is fcat-

tered in the unknown ocean between Afia

and America. Accompanied by near a hun-

dred of his followers, he fet fail, deftitute of

almoft any means except defpair, for navi-

gating through latitudes equally inclement,

as they are unexplored by navigators.

In the courfe of his voyage, Beniowiky
had to encounter every calamity by which

human nature could be aflailed. Famine,

iicknefs, mutiny, temper}., and fhipwreck,

threatened by turns to terminate his ro-

mantic life and adventures. After vainly

attempting to navigate north, by the Frozen

Ocean that furrounds the Pole, he flood to

the fouth
; reached, he pretends, fome of

the iflands of Japan ;
and was hofpitably

received by the natives. In the iiland of

Formofa, rendered famous by the pretended

Y 3 Hiftory
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Hiftory of Pfalmanafar, where he likewife

landed
; he entered (I cannot clearly under-

fland on what pretence,) into hoftilitiea

with the natives, which were productive of

very fanguinary confequences. He finally

entered the river of Macao in China,

whence he returned to Europe. It is im-

poffible to contemplate fuch an enterprize,

without a mixture of aftonifhment and ad-

miration, mixed with incredulity. The

expedition of the Argonauts, fo celebrated

in antiquity, the chiefs of which were

raifed by pofterity to almoft divine honors
;

cannot bear the fmallefl comparifon in real

danger or difficulty, with Beniowiky's navi-

gation. Columbus himfelf had not greater

impediments with which to ftruggle, from

the fears, the infubordination, and the fu-

perftition of his followers, who were many
times about to feize and to mailacre him.

TThe French Cabinet, which under the

late reign, during the period when it was

governed by the Duke de Choifeul, had

originally prote&ed and even aided the

Poli&
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confederates, extended its notice to

Beniowfky* Deeply imprefled with liis

aftoniming courage and fucceis, the Duke

d'Aiguillon, Choifeul's fuccelTor, not only

caufed him to be gracioufly received in

France, where he landed on his return to

Europe ;
but has fince conferred on Beni-

owfky various military, pecuniary, and ho-

norary marks of the bounty of the Crown.

This extraordinary adventurer was foon

afterwards fent out to Madagafcar, a part

of the globe to which the Cabinet of

Verfailles has long directed its attention
;

and with the interior, as well as produc-

tions of which country, they are far better

acquainted than ourfelves, or any European

nation. I am allured that he has already

rendered to Louis the Sixteenth very im-

portant fervices there ;
and it is imagined

that he will be again difpatched thither,

to inveftigate more minutely the refoiirces,

commercial and political, of that unknown

and extenfive ifland. He is at prefent on

a vifit here to his native country, where

y 4 his
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his furprizing adventures and defperate

atchievements have fecured him the moft

flattering reception. People of every rank,

crowd round him to hear the ftory of his

efcape, which he recounts with a coldnefc,

and even phlegm, that encreafes its effect.

The lineaments of his countenance cor-

refpond wonderfully with his atchieve-

ments ; and his whole figure, which is re-

butt and vigorous, conveys the idea of de-

termined intrepidity. During his campaigns

in Poland, he received numerous wounds;

particularly one in the haunch, which has

much difabled him from exertions of acti-

vity. When he repofes his body on the

wounded fide, which is greatly contracted

in confequence of the mufcles having been

interfered, he appears of a middle fize.

But, when he rifes on the other leg, he

fuddenly becomes near fix feet in height.

It is fuppofed that his ftay here will not be

long, and that he means foon to return to

France, in the military fervice of which

Crown he is engaged. Should he ever by

any
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any accident fall into the hands of the

Ruffians, Catharine would probably offer

him up as a vidim, to the number of her

fubje&s whom Beniowfky put to death.

But, of fuch. an event there feems little or

no probability.

In my next, I may perhaps be able to

conjecture with more aflurance, as to the

certainty of peace. At this moment, every

thing befpeaks a continuance of tranquil-

lity.
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Hoftile Reman/trances of PruJJia^ reflecting the Ba*

varian SucceJJion.
Anecdotes of MarfhalLacy*

Anecdotes of General Laudohn.

VIENNA, February i6th, 1778-
.'

~

QINCE I wrote laft, the political fky is

again become dark, and feems to

portend a tempeft, though perhaps it may
not be immediate. The flattering indica-

tions of peace, if not vanifhed, are at leaft

obfcured ;
and Bavaria, it appears, may

yet involve the Empire in war. Refiftance

is not however, expected from the Cabinet

.of Munich, nor from that of Manheim.

On the contrary, we know that the Eledor

Palatine, Duke of Bavaria, has already figned

a treaty with this Court, by which he com-

pletely cedes the contefted diftricts to Maria

Therefa. But, from another quarter, very

ftrong oppofition has arifen. The Duke

of Deux-ponts, far from acquiefcing in

the
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the renunciations of the Elector, his uncle,

has had a confidential interview at Potzdam

with Frederic, for the purpofe of effectually

oppofmg any difmemberment. of his future

inheritance. All the allodial, or perfonal

property of the deceafed Elector of Bavaria,

is claimed by his fifter, the Electrefs Dowa-

ger of Saxony.

Their joint reclamations might, never-

thelefs, be unavailing, if Pruflia could be

induced to remain paffive. But, however

averfe he may be to war, the King has

manifefted his refolution not to permit fo

vaft an incorporation of territory to be

effected, without remonftrance. He ha$

already united himfelf with Saxony, taken

the troops of the Elector into his pay,

and fent reiterated memorials to Prince

Kaunitz, ftating the injuftice of the pre-

tenfions of the Imperial Court. No fymp-
toms however of a difpofition to yield,

or even to concede, are vifible here. The

language held by Auftria, is high, firm, and

aim oft indignant. If we may believe re-

14 port,
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port, or form a judgment from appear-

ances, the Emperor defires a rupture ra-

ther than an accommodation. Never was

the Houfe of Auftria in better prepara-

tion for war. Artillery, troops, finances,

all are ready on the fhorteft notice. They
reckon likewife on Frederic's age, on his

inabilities of body, and reluctance to com-

mit his fame, as well as his acquifitions, to

hazard. Perhaps, they reafon well. At

all events, it is curious to contraft the con-

duel of the fame Prince in 1741, with his

prefent line of action in 1778. He began

his reign by attacking Maria Therefa, with-

out provocation ; by burfting in upon Si-

lefia, and overturning the tranquillity of

Germany, in order to aggrandize his do-

minions. In the evening of life, defirous

of peace, he flowly roufes himfelf from

repofe ; remonftrates, inftead of marching
into Bohemia

;
and prefents himfelf as

a barrier againft the Imperial ambition,

which menaces the independance, as well as

the integrity, of the Germanic Syftem.

Already
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Already various regiments, particularly f&-

veral of cavalry, are under orders to march

towards Bohemia and Moravia. Thofe of

Lacy, and of Jofeph Colloredo, are arrived

here, in their way to Prague or to Olmutz.

No one doubts, that if a war fhould eventu-

ally take place, the Emperor means to ferve

in perfon ; but, the principal conduct of the

campaign would be probably committed

to the
" duo Fulmina Belli," Marfhal Lacy,

and General Laudohn. If we except the

King of Pruffia, and Prince Henry his bro-

ther
; they may be juftly accounted thegreat-

eft commanders of the prefent century, in

their different lines. The Emprefs Queen
is fortunate in being able to entruft her

caufe to fuch leaders. With Marfhal Lacy
I have- the honor to be acquainted, and to

meet him fometimes in private fociety.

He is now approaching towards his fixtieth

year ; but, it is impoffible not to perceive,

that when young, he muft have been

very handfome. In his perfon he is tall

and thin ; his complexion fallow, and his

features
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features fmall. He has the figure, deport-

ment, and manners ojf a man of quality ;

but, there is in them ftili more of the

courtier and the gentleman, than of the

foldier. Grave, and fomewhat diftant on

firft acquaintance, he becomes afterwards

pleafmg and communicative. He fpeaks

French with equal eafe and elegance ; en-

tertains magnificently, and his table is

ferved with no lefs delicacy than profufion.

Though now advancing fall to old age,

he preferves a youthful appearance ; and

though he has been fix times wounded by

mufket-balls, he enjoys perfect health ; all

the bullets having been extracted, with-

out injury to his conftitution. In his youth,

he facrificed to pleafure and diflipation ;

but at prefent he lives retired, mixes little

with the gay world, and pafles the evening

of an active life, in the enjoyment of a

dignified repofe. Pofleffed of an immenfe

fortune, partly tranfmitted to him by de-

fcent, and partly acquired in the courfe

of long and honorable fervice j
he ufes it

as
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as one, who, while he knows the value of

riches,, is nevertheleis fuperior ;to them.

Of an elevated mind, above the little arts

of intrigue, or of Court cabal
;
he is not lefs

refpected than beloved, by the Sovereigns

whom he ferves,

Lacy is by no means, like Laudohn, a

foldier of fortune, though he has rifen by
his talents. His extraction and family are

Irifh, but he was born in Ruffia. Son of

the famous Marfhal Lacy, who, in con-

junction with Munich, commanded the

Mufcovite armies againft the Turks, and

obtained fo many victories over them in the

laft years of the Emprefs Anne
;

it was in

that great fchool he firft learnt the art of

war. I have heard him fay, that his father

fent him to fludy at Lignitz in Silefia, and

afterwards at Vienna. In
"

1 740, about the

time of Maria Therefa's acceffion, he en-

tered the Auftrian fervice, as an Enfign in

the regiment of Count Brown, afterwards

Marfhal Brown, who was killed at the battle

pf Prague. Having diftinguifhed himfelf

by
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by a thoufand ads of perfonal courage,

activity, and ability, he rofe fo rapidly to

the rank of Major, that at the commence-

ment of the war of 1756, he was already a

Colonel, and foon became Major-General.

But, to Daun's protection and friendfhip, he

was principally indebted for his elevation:

a patronage which Lacy repaid by the moil

eflential fervices. Daun always had recourfe

to him when under embarraffmqnts, and

Lacy conftantly urged the Marlhal to mea-

fures of decifion. I have already fpoken elfe-

where, of Finck's furrender at Maxen, and

of the retreat from Torgau ;
on both which

occafkms, Lacy acquired immortal honor*

He has been accufed of not advancing

to Laudohn's afliftance, when that Ge-

neral was beaten by Frederic at Lignitz ;

but, the charge is univerfally admitted to

be unjuft.

A degree of coldnefs, approaching to ri-

vality, is however fuppofed to fubfift between

them, fuch as exifted in the laft century be-

tween Conde and Turenne. Their charac-

ters,
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ters, manners, and talents, are indeed, very
difTimilar. Lacy is not merely one of the

firft commanders of his time, admitted to be

fuperior even to Laudohn in the theory of

war, in the fcience of tadics, and in the

judicious choice of ground for encamp-
ments

j
he is equally formed for the Ca-

binet and the drawing-room, as for the

field. Enjoying the inoft diftinguimed

place in the Emperor's confidence and af-

fedion, that Prince vifits him at all hoiirsj

converfes with him on matters of bufmefs

while the Marfhal is dreffing, and confults

him on every point. Nor is it only on mili-

tary or political fubjects, that Jofeph applies

to him for advice and affiftance. Lacy is

the depofitory of his moft fecret thoughts 5

participates his domeftic troubles
; and

foothes him in thofe moments of dejection,

difappointment, and chagrin, to which a

divided fovereignty is peculiarly liable.

In the difficult fcience of provifioning an

army, Lacy has no equal ;
and he is allowed

to be the beft Adjutant- General in Eu-

VOL. i. z rope,
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rope. To him, the whole arrangement,

diilribution, and management of the Auf-

trian forces is committed in time of peace.

The fpirit of order, fuftained by judicious

economy, which characterize him, enable

Lacy to regulate with eafe fo complicated, as

well as fo immenfe a machine. When we

reflect; on thefe circumftances, we fhall not

be furprized that he has attained, and we

muft admit that he deferves, the high fitu-

atkm and fortune of which he is in pof-

feffion.

With Laudohn I have not the happi-

nefs to be equally well acquainted, becaufe,

though he underftands French tolerably

well, he never converfes in that language.

He fpeaks German, and likewife Ruffian

imperfectly, on occaiions; but, in company
his habitual rcferve rarely forfakes him.

Naturally modeft, taciturn, and fhy, he

fcarcely ever obtrudes his opinions on any

fubject, and rather jetires from notice, than

iblicits admiration. As he has no houfe in

Vienna, he refides at this time on his

eftate,
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eftate, about two leagues off, on the road

to. Lintz, in great privacy ; coming fome-

timeSj but rarely, to pay his Court to the

Sovereign, or the Minifters. Among the

latter, Prince Kaunitz alone treats him with

marks of friendship and diftindion. Nei-

ther his education, his manners, nor his

habits, qualify him indeed for the great

worldi In a mixed company he is loft,

xmlefs the difcourfe turn upon war. Then

his countenance fucldenly lights up, and he

becomes animated, eloquent, in a word a

different mam I have witnefled with plea-

fufe this tranfition.

General Laudohn, for he has not yet

been created a Field Marfhal, though Fre-

deric adclrefled him as ftich at the inter-

view of Neifs j is now about fixty-two

years of age, {bmewhat infirm, though
. originally of a tough and vigorous confli-

tution. Subject to violent diforders of

the ftomach and bowels, which frequently

threaten his life, it is to be feared that one

of thefe attacks may prove fatal to him.

z 2 Like
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Like Lacy, he rifes in height above the

middle fize
;
but Laudohn conveys only the

idea of a foldier, rough, inelegant, and

inured to camps. His face is long and

meagre, his features coarfe and dark
; more,

I believe, from the effect of hardfhips,

than from their natural formation. He
wears his own hair, which time has con-

fiderably thinned, and prefents to common

eyes, a lank and bony figure, deftitute of

animation or addrefs. Under fuch an ex-

terior are concealed thofe talents, which

have rendered him fo juftly celebrated,

and which, on more than one occafion,

have ihaken the PrufTian Throne. The

Kmperor, if he does not honor him with

the fame marks of perional confidence

'which he mews to Lacy, is neverthelefs

deeply impreffed with a fenfe of his pail

fervices, and a conviction of his great abi-

lities. As a General, the quality which

peculiarly characterizes him, is the rapidity

and decifion of his movements. After

viewing the ground, and reconnoitring

the
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the pofition of the enemy, he takes his

refohition in a moment, and executes it
#

with the velocity of lightning. He is un-

able to ad by a long train of reflection,

which only renders him irrefolute, as

he himfelf declares
;
and it is commonly

ailerted even by thofe who moft admit his

claims to fuperior excellence, that he is not

formed to direct the complicated operations

of a campaign.

Laudohn is by birth a Livonian, born

in or about the year 1716, when that

province was already fubjected by the arms

of Peter the Great. His father was only

a Lieutenant in the Ruffian armies, of

Scotch extraction, being defcended from

the family of Loudon, though the ortho-

graphy of the name has undergone ibmc

alteration in the lapfe of time, or in the

change of country. It reflects no little

honor on the Scottiih and Irifh nations,

that they have given fo many iiluPtrious

commanders to Europe, during the courfe

of the prefent century. Keith, Brown,
z 3 Elphin-
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Elphinflone, Lacy, Laudohn, as well as

various others of inferior reputation whom
I could name, in the Imperial, Ruffian,

Saxon, and Pruffian fervice, are proofs of

the aflertion. At a very early period of

life, Laudohn, as much from neceffity as

from inclination, embraced the profeffion

of arms; and he actually fought in the

ranks, as a private ibldier, under the Im-

^perial Generals, during the war of 1733,

between the Emperor Charles the Sixth

and France. When peace was concluded

two years afterwards, finding himfelf with-

out provifion of any kind, he was again

compelled to feek for employment. At

he other extremity of Europe, the Em-

prefs of Rufiia, Anne, had juft engaged in

hoftilities with the Turks
;
and it is indif-

putable that Laudohn walked from Heidel-

berg in the Palatinate, to the banks of the

Black Sea, with his knapfack on his ihoulder.

Lacy and Munich being then occupied in

the fiege of Oczakow, Laudohn ferved

under them ; as he did during the whole

progrefs
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progrefs of the war, till its termination

in 1739.

Returning once more into Germany, he

firft attempted to enter, as a iubaltern

officer, into the Pruffian army ;
but his en-

deavours proving ineffectual., he therefore

in the end of the year 1741, or the be-

ginning of 1742, found means to procure

an Enfign's eommiffion in the Auftrian

fervice. Frederic could not then forefee,

how dear the rejection, of fuch an officer

would coft him. Laudohn, unaided by
friends or connexions of any kind, rofe

(lowly in military honors. While a Lieu-

tenant, quartered in Hungary, he married

a Sclavonian woman, who pofleffed neither

attractions of mind, nor of perfon. She

is of an obfcure family, and brought him

little or no fortune. Sickly, uneducated,

plain, me never appears in public ;
and her

principal merit confifts in the attachment

that (he feels for her hufband, which rifes

to a fort of idolatry. They have no children,

nor, as I believe, had they ever any ifTue.

z 4 When
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When Laudohn attained to the rank of

Captain, Prince Kaunitz firft diftinguifhed

him, and honored him with proofs of

peculiar efteem
;
a circumftance, of which

that Minifter is with reafon vain. During
the war of 1741, he was wounded, and it

is the only material hurt he ever received

in the courfe of fo many campaigns.

The eminent ferviceswhich he rendered to

Maria Therefa between 1757 and 1763, were

rewarded by her after the late peace, with

the donation of an eftate in Moravia. She

afterwards purchafed it of him for the fum

of eighty thoufand florins, or about feven

th'ouiand pounds fterlingj and he may
now be efteemed wealthy, according to the

eftimation of competence in Auftria. His

military appointments, which in time of

peace, do not fall fhort of near a thoufand

pounds flerling a year, will be greatly aug-

mented in cafe of a war, as there can be

no doubt of his fervices being wanted ;

and his private fortune is, befides, ample.

We are pleafed, when we reflect that fo

illuilrious



COURT OF BERLIN, CtC. 345

illuftrious a man is not fubjected in his

age to any privations ;
and that he cannot

complain of the ingratitude or neglect of

thofe whom he has ferved, But, if he has

experienced the bounty of the Sovereign,

or the protection of the Minifter, he has

felt not lefs fenfibly the jealoufy of the

courtiers, as well as the enmity of the nobi-

lity. They treat his perfon with cold aliena-

tion
;
accufe him of being unfit, from the

conftitqtional melancholy of his temper, to

contribute to the pleafures of fociety ; and

even attempt to attribute his greateft exploits

more to fortune than to merit. There are

neverthelefs, even in Vienna, many perfons

of the higheft rank, who do juftice to his

fuperior abilities, and who confider him

as the beft prop of the Auftrian greatnefs

in a time of war.

It might be invidious, and even improper,

to attempt a clofe comparifon between two

living commanders, who have diftinguimed

themfelves fo much in different lines, and

who may yet add new laurels to thofe

which
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which they have already acquired. We

may however fafely afiert that Lacy's ta-

lents are more univerfal, Laudohn's more

concentrated. One is greater in the theory

of war, in the vaft detail requifite for

enabling an army to acl: with effect, and in

combining or directing a variety of mi-

litary operations. The other has no equal

in rapid, decifive, and fuccefsful execution.

Lacy is more refpected at Vienna : Lau-

dohn is more dreaded at Berlin, The

former enjoys all the confidence of Jofeph:

the latter poffefies all the efteem of Frederic.

If the Auftrian officer looks up to the firft
;

the Auftrian foldier has his eye fixed on the

fecond, crowds to his ftandard, and efteems

himfelf certain of victory, under fuch a

leader. Both have performed the moft

fignal fervices. But, it would be unjuft to

compare the affair of Maxcn, or the retreat

of Torgau, where Lacy acted in a fuborr

dinate capacity under Daun ;
with the capr

ture of Glatz and Schweidnitz, or the vic-

tory of Landfnut, in all which Laudohn

commanded
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commanded without a fuperior. If Lacy
is more confidered by the prefent age,

in the circle where he moves ; Laudohn

will probably fill a much higher place in

the volume of fame, in diftant times, and

among foreign nations, when the little

malignities, prejudices, and partialities of

the hour are buried in oblivion. But it

is time that Tclofe this letter.



34-8 MEMOIRS 'OF THE

LETTER XIII.

Preparations for War. Arrival of Troops.

Croats. Emprefs Queen''s Repugnance to Boftili-

iies. Advantages pofaffed by PruJJia. Efforts

of the Archduchcfs Cbriftina to prevent a Rup-
ture. Proportion of difmantling Vienna. The

Imperial Palace.

VIENNA, March J9th, 1778.

>npHE die feems at length to be thrown,
f

and war is about to begin as foon as

the feafon will permit. This city, which lefs

than four months ago, when I arrived here,

prefented a picture of general tranquillity,

is now transformed into an Arfenal. The

ftreets, as well as the public places, are

crowded with cannon, ammunition, baggage,

and all the apparatus of an approaching cam-

paign. Every day, new regiments arrive ;

S/v-ho, after having been reviewed, continue

their march towards Bohemia or Moravia,

Nothing
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Nothing can convey a more ftriking idea

of the greatnefs of the Houfe of Auftria,

the magnitude of its refources, the extent

of its dominion, and the number of pro-

vinces fubjed to Maria Therefa, than the

fcene to which I am daily a witnefs. From,

the fhore of the Adriatic, and from the foot

of the Appennine, to the frontiers of Mol-

davia and Walachia, troops are conftantly

pouring in to maintain her quarrel. Al-

banians, Croats, Hungarians, and Italians,

fucceffively arrive under the walls of Vi-

enna. So many different nations, united in

one caufe, remind me of the fabulous ages

of the Earth, when all Greece, or the lefler

Afia, flocked to a common ftandard, and

fought under the fame leader.

It is in the irregular forces which Maria

Therefa can bring into the field, that me

poflefles a great fuperiority over her adver-

fary. The Croats and Hungarians, fierce,

undifciplined, and fubje&ed to fcarcely

any military laws, are attached to the Houfe

of Auftria by prejudices and predilections

of
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of religion, manners, and education, pecu-
liar to themfelves. Frederic has no troops

of a fimilar defcription to oppofe to them,

equally faithful and loyal. The Croat

rarely or never deferts : he is even incapa-

citated by his ignorance of German, from

mixing intimately with the foldiers of that

nation. A degree of primeval rudenefs

and fimplicity characterizes them,- totally

unlike the fpirit which animates the mer-

cenary ftiperidiary of modern armies; Fa-

thers of families, followed by their fons, at

the command of their Sovereign, cheer^

fully quit their habitations on the diftant

banks of the Drave, the Teifs, and the

Lower Danube, to fpill their blood in her

caufe. Hitherto the Croats have never

been confidered as regular troops ; but, it

is now intended to clothe and difcipline

them like the other regiments in the Auf-

trian fervice. It is a fight equally novel

and pleafmg, to fee thefe corps arrive,

drefied in the rude garb of their refpectlve

provinces, and prefenting vn their whole

1 5 appear*
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appearance, a contraft to the foldier of

every other European fervice. From the

great magazines in the neighbourhood of

this city, they are furnimed with arms,

accoutrements, and all other requifites, be-

fore they profecute their march towards the

frontiers.

Maria Therefa derives neverthelefs, little

gratification or pleafure from thefe exhi-

bitions of her power, and teftimonies of

affection to her perfon. It is no longer a

fecret that fhe deprecates a rupture, and

is reluctantly dragged forward by her fon.

From the moment that intelligence arrived

of the Elector of Bavaria's death, fhe fore-

faw with regret its probable confequences.

Having palTed the active period of life,

and only defirous of repofe, fhe is not to

be roufed by objects of ambition, or im-

pelled by a recollection of paft injuries

fuftained from Pruffia. Thofe who have

acceis to her, witnefs the dejection of her

fpirits, and the agitation of her mind on

the arrival of every courier : they fee^ her

eyes
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eyes perpetually red with weeping, or fuf-

fufed in tears. Inftead of demonftratiag

her fatisfaction at the promptitude, with

which her orders for putting the Auftrian

forces in motion, have been obeyed ; (lie

averts her eyes from every difplay of her

military ftrengtru Only a few days

when one of the fineft regiments in the

fervice arrived from Mantua, on the Efpla-

nade, under the walls of Vienna, no en-

treaties could induce her to look upon

them, from the apartments of the palace*

She runs writh eagerncfs to clofe the mut-

ters, whenever troops pafs under her win-*

dows. Anxious to prevent fo great a

calamity as war, me pafTes half her time

in prayer ;
and yefterday me remained for

three hours on her knees, in the Cathedral,

invoking the Divine blefling to aid her ef-

forts for maintaining the peace of Germany.

Prince Kaunitz is gloomy, thoughtful, and

lefs communicative in fociety. His fitu-

ation, which .is a fmgular one, demands

confurnmate addrefs, in order, while he

preferves
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preferves the affection of the mother, not

to irritate, or alienate the fon. During his

long administration, he has not, probably,

found himfelf in fo painful, or fo delicate a

predicament. The Emperor alone appears

unaffectedly gay, conftantly in action, on

horfeback before the fun is rifen, and ready

to receive with alacrity the various bodies

of troops on their arrival.

Whatever may be the final event of the

war which impends, two great advantages

attend Pruflia at its commencement. The

firft refults from the juftice of the caufe in

which Frederic is engaged : for, even here

in Vienna, the claims of the Houfe of;

Auftria are by no means confidered as in-

conteftable. In addition to fo important a

circumftance, which is neither to be de-

fpifed nor forgotten, we Ihould recollect:

the alliance and co-operation of Saxony.

That fertile and powerful Electorate, co-

vering the whole frontier of Brandenburgh,

is already in Frederic's pofleflion, and muft

be protected by his arms. If it is the

VOL. i. A A caufe
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eaufe of the German Empire in general, it

is the caufe of Saxony in a Ipecial manner,

for which he is about to fhake off the in-

firmities of age, and to appear again in the

field. Supported by the Saxons, while he

is fupplied from Mifnia and Lufatia with

provificns, he can commence offenlive ope-

rations, and render Bohemia the immediate

theatre of war. His intimate knowledge
of that country, where he has made fo

many campaigns, mud neceflarily give him

a vaft fuperiority, and perhaps enable him

to wreft the northern provinces from Maria

Therefa.

Beiides the other motives which impel

the Emprefs Queen to deplore hoftilities, is

the peculiar pofition cf her daughter, the

Archduchefs Chriftina. That Princefs, who

is tenderly beloved by Mario. Therefa, wras

married near twelve years ago to Prince

Albert of Saxony, fon to the late King of

Poland, and uncle of the reigning Elector.

He has ever fmce refided principally in the

Court, of Vienna., and he has apartments

ia
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in the Imperial palace. Having been con-

ftituted Governor of Hungary, he and the

Archduchefs occupy the caftle of Prefburg ;

but they are now here on a vifit to the

Emprefs, over whom her daughter pof-

fefies a great afcendant. She is warmly
attached to her huiband

; who, on his part,

from intereft, as well as from a fenfe of honor

and gratitude, feels himfelf not lefs bound

to eipoufe the Auftrian caufe, and to fried,

if neceflary, his blood in the prefent quarrel.

As it is fuppofed that he will command

one of the armies deftined to act againft

the common enemy ;
in the difcharge of

that duty, it may be his lot to enter Dref-

den, and to defolate the dominions of the

family from which he fprings. Such a con-

flict of principles and obligations, cannot fail

to be deeply painful to a mind of fenfibi-

lity.
The Archduchefs, his wife, is known

to be affected by it in the livelieft manner.

She deprecates the profpect of a rupture,

which muft involve her hufband in un-

fpeakable embarrafTments ; and fhe has

A A 2 more
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more than once thrown herfelf at her mo-

ther's feet, conjuring her with tears, while

it is ftill time, to recede from her preten-

fions on the Bavarian fucceffion, and to

flop the effufion of human blood. The

Emperor can neither be unacquainted with

this fat, as may naturally be prefumed ;

nor is he ignorant of the Archduchefs's in-

fluence over the Emprefs. It is poflible

that he may one day refent, and even

punifh her oppofition to his favorite mea-

fures.

The Carnival is now at an end ; and

Lent, which is here obferved with extra-

ordinary rigor, in compliance with the

Emprefs's devotion, leaves me more at

leiiure to vifit the principal objects of

curiofity in Vienna. This capital conveys

no mean idea of the grandeur of the Auf-

trian line, in whom are united fo-many

kingdoms and provinces. Thofe which

have been diflevered from it in our own

time, within the laft fifty years, would form

of themfelves a potent Monarchy. Naples,

Sicily,
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Sicily, Sardinia, Servia, Bofnia, and Silefia,

all belonged to the late Emperor, Charles the

Sixth, at different periods of his reign. Mar-

fhal Colloredo told me, a few days ago, that

he had been in garrifon at Belgrade, at Mef-

fina, and at Breflaw, when each of thofe

places formed a part of the Auftrian domi-

nions. Vienna is not only populous, but

the ftreets are crowded with people of va-

rious nations. In my walks, I conftantly

meet with Hungarians, Greeks, Turks, and

Poles, all habited in the peculiar drefs

of their refpedive countries. Nothing is

more piclurefque and amufmg than fuch a

diverfity, which rarely occurs in London,

or in Paris.

It is not, however, the city of Vienna,

flriclly fo denominated, which difplays

either the extent or the magnificence of a

capital, fui table to the Chief of the Ger-

man Empire, the Sovereign of fo vaft a trad:

of Europe. The neceffity, whether real or

imaginary, of fortifying Vienna, contracts

it to a very narrow compafs*; indeed, to fo

A A 3 fmall
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fniall a fpace, that I have walked com-

pletely round the ramparts, at a quick pace,

within fifty minutes. But, the fuburbs,

which inveft it like a belt, and which are

only feparated from it by the Efplanade, are

far fuperior in magnitude, as well as in-

beauty and elegance, to the city itfelf.

There the great nobility principally refide

in fummer, when not abfent on their

eftates, or not ferving in the field. Probably,

the next century will fee Vienna difmantled,

mid rendered, like Peterfhurgh or Berlin,

an open place. I have heard the queftion

frequently agitated during my ftay here,

whether it might not be made fo at this

time, without danger. The Turks are no

longer terrible, as they were in the fix-

teenth century; and the fiege of 1683,

when Leopold fled to Paflau, will not be

fpeedily renewed in our time. Againft the

King of Pruffia, the moil formidable adver-

fary of the Houfe of Auftria, the Danube

alone forms.almoft a fufficient protection, if

guarded by the Imperia.l forces entrenched
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behind the river. But, Maria Therefa has

not yet forgotten that in 1741, the French

and Bavarians advanced to St. Polten, fcarce-

ly four leagues diftant
;
and that in 1758,

when Frederic befieged Olmutz,, terror and

confirmation pervaded Vienna. The re-

colleclion of thefe difaftrous fcenes is too

deeply imprefled on her memory, ever to

be erafed ; and as often as the fubjecl: of

difmantling Vienna has been mentioned to

her, fhe exclaims,
"

I have already twice

" feen this city a frontier garrifon, expofed
" to hourly attack : I will not unneceffa-

"
rily expofe myfelf to fimilar or greater

" misfortunes in my old age." It is how-

ever, more than pofTible, that Jofeph, when-

ever he fucceeds his mother, may adopt an

oppofitc line of policy and conduct.

The palace of the
"

Favorita," fo fre-

quently mentioned by Lady Wortley Mon-

tague, in which Charles the Sixth expired,

is now converted by his daughter, into a

feminary of education. Never was any re-

fidence lefs princely, or even commodious,

Refembling rather a Nunnery, than the ha-

A A 4 bitation
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bitation of a Sovereign, it ftands in one o

the ftreets of a dully fuburb, without the

fmalleft court or area in front, and com-

manding no profpect whatever. The " Belvi-

"
dere," which belonged to the great Prince

Eugene, and which was purchafed by Maria

Therefa, from his only daughter and heirefs,

the Princefs of Saxe Hilburghaufen, is far

more fplendid.
' Conftru&ed on a fine emi-

nence, at the extremity of the Carinthian

fuburb, it enjoys an extenfive view, termi-

nated to the fouth by the lofty mountains

of Styria. Magnificent as it is, none of the

Imperial Family ever inhabit it
;
and the

Emperor has, therefore, converted it into a

repofitory for paintings. Some of the houfes

of the great nobility far exceed in beauty,

as well as in elegance and grandeur, either

the "
Favorita," or the " Belvidere."

The Imperial palace itfelf, which is fitu-

ate within the walls of Vienna, where both

the Emprefs Queen, the Emperor, and fo

many other members of their Family are

lodged, conveys fcarcely any idea of the Ma-

jefty of the modern Crefars, the fucceflbrs

of
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of Charlemagne, and the pretended repre-

ientatives of Auguftua. A vaft, confufed

mafs of building, without fymmetry, plan^

or architecture, it confifts of feveral courts

communicating with each other, erected in

different ages, and occupying a prodigious

fpace ;
but deftitute of any, even the fmalleft

garden. The apartments which her Impe-
rial Majefty inhabits, are indeed pleafant,

becaufe they have a fouthern afpeci, and

in winter may be faid to form a comfort-

able, if not a princely refidence : but, before

the end of May, the heat commonly renders

them infupportable. Within the circuit of

the palace, are not only comprifed various

houfes, appropriated to fome of the great

Officers of State and Minifters, who arc

lodged at the expence of the Sovereign ;

it includes befides, in its immenfe circum-

ference, a fuperb Manege ; the GermaiV

play-houfe ; the royal library ;
the cabinet

of natural luftory j
the jewel-office, where

are preierved the Imperial and Bohemian

Crowns ;
no lefs than three chapels, in one

pf which the Emprefs ufually hears mafs

every
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every day ; and the "
Jen de Paume, or

Racket Court. The Emperor plays fre-

quently at this game, in which he is tole-

rably expert. I faw him yefterday, in a

grey jacket, and thick worfted (lockings,

engaged at it for a confiderable time, with

his brother-in-law the Duke of Saxe Tef-

chen, and two noblemen who made the

party. The exercife is violent, and might

prove peculiarly fatal to the Emperor, who

has an anurifm in his leg. When he is

heated, the pulfation of the artery is fo

ftrong, that it may be perceptibly felt with

the finger, through the thickeft flocking.

It is curious to reflect that the deftiny of

Germany and of Europe might be mate-

rially changed in an inftant, by the burfting

of a blood-veflel, the coat of which cannot

exceed the thicknefs of a wafer.

*
Early in the courfe of next month, I

may probably vifit Hungary ;
but I mall

write again, before I quit this
capital.
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LETTER XIV.

Anecdotes of Mctaftafio.r-State of Public Affairs.

Departure of the E?nperor, to join the Army
in Bohemia.

VIENNA, April $tb, 1778.

tNSTEAD of wearying you with details

* of the military preparations, which here

occupy the attention and converfation of

every fociety ;
let me, before I fet out for

Buda, gratify your curiofity on another

fubjecl:. You afk, whether I have feen

Metaftafio, and you defire to hear fome

particulars relative to fo illuftrious a perlbn.

He is fo little feen in Vienna, that a ftranger,

unlefs introduced to him at his own houfe,

may pafs many months, I had almoft faid

years, without often meeting him. I have

been twice in company with him at Prince

Colloredo's, where he is commonly found

on great feftivals : but, neither his inclina-

tion, his ftate of health, nor his period of

life,
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life, allow him to mix much in crowd?.

To Prince Kaunitz's he never comes
;

for

they are not on terms of amity. Whether

the mifunderftanding has originated with

the Minifter, or may be attributed to the.

poet, is a point much contefted
;

and

on which I am unable to give a decided

opinion.

If however, he does not enjoy the friend-

fhip of the Minifter, he has, for near fifty

years, been conftantly honored with the

fmiles of the Sovereign. The invitation of

Charles the Sixth induced him to quit

Rome for Vienna, and the patronage of

that Monarch fixed him here for life.

Though he has exchanged the banks of

the Tyber, and the claffic air of Italy, for

the ungenial climate of the frozen Danube ;

his fancy does not appear to have fufFered

either in delicacy, or in luxuriance, from

the traniplantation. Yet the late Emperor,

while he rewarded Metaftafio with munifi-

cence, and loaded him with carefles, did not-

fcruple to fetter the powers of the poet, by

impofmg on him laws fcarccly compatible

with
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with the enthufiafm of genius. Metaftafio,

in compofmg his fineft pieces, was always

obliged to accommodate the opera to the

length of time which the Emperor indi-

cated or commanded. Endowed with more

than ordinary fenfibility, it may naturally

be fuppofed that he could not refift the

effect of beauty. The Countefs d'Altheim,

one of the moft charming women of the

Court of Vienna, was the object of his

pafiion. She had been previoufly beloved

by Charles the Sixth himfelf, who was fup-

pofed to have been admitted by her to the

ufual privileges of royal lovers
; nor was it

till after the deceafe of his Imperial rival,

that Metaftafio ventured to divulge his

ftame. Even then, as if confcious of his

temerity, he drew acrofs it the myfteri-
ous veil of poetry and fiction. He has

celebrated the Countefs d'Altheim under an

imaginary name, in various of his compo-
fitions. Whether me returned his affedion,
is doubtful; but Meteftafio's attachment,
like Petrarch's for Laura, or Tafib's for

Leonora
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Leonora d'Efte, never exceeded the limits

of refpedtful homage, and demanded no

improper facrifices.

This celebrated perfon, who is now near

eighty years of age, though he enjoys un-

common health, begins to bend under the

preflure of time. Thofe who know him

intimately, allure me that he is exceedingly

broken and altered within the laft five

years. In his perfon he is (hort and thick,

but not corpulent. His countenance is ex-

preffive ;
his nofe difproportionately large,

and his complexion pale or rather fallow,

like an Italian. He always wears the drefs

of an Abbe, and nothing can be fo metho-

dical as his manner of life. Metaftafio rifes

betimes, goes out every day at a quarter

before twelve to hear mafs, returns home,

and dines punctually at two. For near, or

quite thirty years paft, he has never dined

out any where. In the evening he repairs

conftantly, when his health permits, to the

houfe of Mademoifelle Figarolle. She is a

woman of quality, has a very cultivated

mind,
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mind, and though no longer young, fhe

has not ceafed to be agreeable in Metaftafio's

opinion, \vhofe attachment to her is of

antient date. Precifely at ten he leaves her,

and retires to reft".

Baron Hagen, Prefident of the Aulic

Council, divides with Mademoifelle Figa-

rolle, his friendship and his leifure. They

pafs much of their time together, occupied

in literary purfuits, peculiarly in the perufal

of the great writers of antiquity. Metaf-

tafio fpeaks French, and converfes in that

language with facility-; but, like every

Italian, he prefers his native tongue. He
is well lodged, on a third floor, in the

" Cole Marck," and the apartments which

he occupies, are given him by the Crown.

Maria Therefa, emulous of her father,

during the courfe of her long reign, has

diftinguifhed him by every poffible mark

of favor and confideradon. He receives

from her bounty at this time, an annual

penfion of fix thoufand florins, or near five

hundred pounds fterling ; and if we except

13 Voltaire,
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Voltaire, I believe he is, without difpute,

the wealthier!: poet now exifting in Europe.

From his infancy he feems to have been

not lefs favored by Fortune, than enriched

by Nature. No perfon here with whom I

have converfed, ventures to affert pofitively

the name of his parents ;
and even the pre-

cife place of his birth is hardly lefs con-

tefted than that of Homer. He was born

either in Tufcany, or in the Papal territo-

ries; but, of an origin very inferior and ob-

fcure. When a boy, like Pope,
" he lifped in

" numbers ;" compofed verfes without effort

or almoft premeditation, and recited them in

the ftreets of Rome, to which city he had

been carried in his childhood. It was there

that his uncommon powers excited the

wonder and attention of Gravina, one of

the moft eminent legal practitioners of Italy,

in the beginning of the prefent century.

Such was their effect on him, that he took

the boy home, educated him ;
and finding

his capacity expand with his years, Gravina

adopted him, and made him heir lo his

little
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little fortune. Even his real name is totally

tmknown, or at leaft very problematical.

The denomination which he bears, and

which he has rendered fo celebrated, was

given him by Gravina, either to conceal

his original name, or as a fubftitute
; Me-

taftafio being a word of Greek derivation,

and evidently factitious. Charles the Sixth,

by inviting him to Vienna, and amply

rewarding his talents, placed him above

dependance. The prefent Emprefs has

rendered him wealthy. He now pafles the

evening of life, in the midft of the moft

delicious repofe, furrounded by every com-

fort, eafy in his circumftances, and fecure

t)f immortality as long as poetry and genius

are admired among men.

This morning, the Duke of Saxe Tefchen

fet out for Olmutz, accompanied by the

Archduchefs his wife, who quitted him at

the diftance of fome leagues, to return to

this city: a feparation which did not take

place, 'without violent emotions on her

part. It is underftood that he is to com-

VOL. i. B B mand
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inand the army of Moravia, aided by Mar-

fhal Haddick : an appointment probably

chofen, as removing him to a diftauce from

Saxony. All the preparations and indica-

tions of a fpeedy rupture, continue. Lau-

dohn, who at length has been created a Field-

Marihal, is already arrived in Bohemia,

where the ilorru is expected to burft. Yet,

negotiations ftill fubfift, and couriers come

alinoft daily from Drefden or Berlin, which

keep alive the hope of peace. The Empe-

ror's departure is however fuppofed to be

imminent, after which every rational pro-

fpect of an accommodation muft be at an

end. We know that the Archduke Maxi-

milian and Marfhal Lacy are to accompany

him. My next letter will be written from

fome part of Hungary.

POSTSCRIPT.
April 1 2th.

The Emperor went yeiterday to join the

army. He and his brother Maximilian

rofe at four o'clock in the morning j
and

as
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as foon as it was light, they walked for

fome time on the ramparts, waiting for the

Kmprefs Queen, in order to take leave of

her. When fhe was ready* they repaired

to her apartment, and proceeded together

to the chapel in the palace. There, on their

knees, they pafTed above an hour in prayer,

invoking the Divine afliftance on the Auf-

trian arms. Maria Therefa was extremely

agitated during the whole fervice
; but,

when at the concluiion, fhe prepared to bid

her fons adieu, her grief became too ftrong

for her frame. She held the Emperor long

in her arms, fobbed, and, at feparating from

him, Nearly fainted. Jofeph tore himfelf

from his mother's embraces^ carrying with,

him her parting benediction. Marfhal

Lacy is gone with them, and they took the

road to Olmutz, whence they repair ^to

Prague. I am fetting out for Efterhazi

in Hungary.

B B 2
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LETTER XV.

Buda. Flagellants. State of Hungary. Tttrkifo

Edifices at Buda. Public Baths.

BUDA, April 19th,, 1778,

T LEFT Vienna a few hours after I had

concluded my laft letter, and have been

already three days in this city. The con-

traft between the Hungarian and the Auf-

trian capital, is one of the moft ftriking to

be conceived. Never were two nations

more diffimilar in manners, drefs, and ap-

pearance, than the German and the Hun-

garian. Even the fuperftition of Vienna,

is fer outdone by that of Buda. The firft

object which I faw from my windows, on

the morning after my arrival, were flagel-

lants, marching flowly through the ftreets,

covered with blood, and dragging along

crofles of a vafl weight, followed by crowds

6 of
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of people. It was Good Friday, and the

whole city feemed to be animated by the

fame fpirit of penitential and gloomy de-

votion. I could have fancied myfelf at

Madrid, half a century ago. The flagel-

lants wore hoods or facks over their faces,

in order to conceal them ;
but their backs,

which were entirely naked, bore the fan-

guinary marks of the fcourge at every ftep.

I am aflured that the perfons who inflidt

on themfelves this voluntary punimment,
are frequently men of rank, and that the

practice is by no means confined to the

inferior orders.

It is not my intention to enter on the

particulars of my journey through Hun-

gary. I flopped for a few hours at Ra'ab,

a city memorable for being the termination

of the Ottoman conquefts towards Germany.
Sultan Amurath the Third made himfelf

mafter of it, towards the clofe of the fix-

teenth century; a period when the Houfe

ef Auftria, under the feeble government of

J-lodolph the Second, was funk into the

B r, 3
- mod
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moft deplorable ftate of political annihi-

lation. Much of the road tq Buda lies

near the bank of the Danube, which is of

very confiderable magnitude. It is finking

to behold fo noble a river flowing majefti-

cally in filence, through one of the richeft

countries in Europe ;
but almoft dcftitute

of commerce, navigation, or population.

From Raab to this city, a tract of near

a hundred miles, I faw fcarcely a iingle

boat of any kind upon the ftream. All is

fdlitary and inanimate ; unlike the fcenery

of the Rhine or the Loire, where, at every

curve of the river, villages, caftles, and

habitations prefent themfelves to the eye.

It is not in the tyranny or incapacity of

the prefent government, that we mufl

feek for the principal caufe of this defola-

tion. Hungary, till the acceffion of the

late Emperor Charles the Sixth, was, for

more than two centuries, the moft unfor-

tunate kingdom of Europe. The provinces

of the new world were not more cruelly

plundered or ravaged by the Spanim con-

querors.
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querors, than Hungary was defolated by
the Turkifh Sultans. Solyman the Magni-
ficent and his fucceflbrs, repeatedly carried

off the greater part of the inhabitants into

flavery, without diftinction of age, rank, or

fex. Completely mailers of the kingdom,
if we except the royal title and ornaments,

fcarcely any thing elfe remained to the

Houfe of Auftria. It is only ninety-two

years fince the expulfion of the Turks

from the city where I am now writing ;

Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorrain, at the

head of the Imperial forces, having en-

tered it at the Breach, in 1686, after a

long and defperate refiftance. To the Ot-

toman devaluations, fucceeded the oppref-

five tyranny of Leopold and Jofeph the

Firft. Perpetual infurrections, and attempts

at emancipation, were reprefled with all the

ieverity of arbitrary power. The fcaffold

of Eperies, a town of Upper Hungary,
continued for many months to exhibit a

fcene of blood the moil revolting to human

fiature, and which has no parallel in mo-

B B 4 derri
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dern hiftory. A great length of time, and

a wife adminiftration, fuftained by the

judicious encouragement of induflry, arts,

and manufactures, can alone, by their united

operation, reftore Hungary to its juft rank

in the fcale of nations*

Buda prefents at this time many curious

monuments of the Mahometan tafte, as

well as fuperftition. In the lower town,

on the very edge of the Danube, ftands a

mofque, with its minaret, in perfect pre-

fervation, which is now converted into a

manufactory of falt-petre. Though defaced

by time and neglect, it conveys no unfavor-

able idea of Turkifh architecture. Its figure

is an octagon, and it conftituted the prin-

cipal religious edifice of the city, while

Buda was under the Ottoman yoke. But

the hot baths, from which I am juft re-

turned, are a ftill more amufmg object of

infpection. It was impofiible not to recol-

lect, while confidering them, the defcrip-

tion given by Lady Wortley Montague, of

the baths of Sophia. Men, women, and

children
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children were bathing promifcuoufly, or

lying round the bafon, ftretehed in a variety

of attitudes. The females, though not

altogether naked, were nearly fo, and the

greater part excited no fentiment except

difguft. I faw, jieverthelefs, among them,

one or two tolerably pretty figures, occu-

pied in combing each other's hair.

The Turks, while in poflefiion of Buda,

feem to have paid particular attention to

the conftruction and prefervation of the pub-

lic baths. They are large, and ftill form a

principal recreation of the inhabitants, who

pafs many hours almoft every day, either

in bathing, or on the fides of the bafon.

The heat is, neverthelefs, fo great, occa-

fioned by the vapor which ariies from the

water, that it is fcarcely fupportable beyond
a few minutes. Every part of the building

is comppfed of (lone, the vaulted roof being

perforated with holes, in order to admit

the light. The water, which pours con-

tinually into the bafon, through two or

more channels, is ftrongly impregnated

with



378 MEMOIRS or THE

with mineral qualities. Though the price

paid for bathing by the common people,

which is only about a halfpenny, cannot

exclude even the loweft vulgar, yet no dif-

folution of manners is found to arife from

fuch a promifcuous concourfe of both fexes,

in a ftate approaching to nudity. The

baths in the Rafcian or Sclavonian fuburb,

are ftill hotter than thofe in the Hungarian

town. Both merit peculiar attention, as

being, I believe, the only edifices of the

kind that exift in Europe, which have been

conft-ruded by the Turks, beyond the limits

of the Ottoman dominions.

Every country has had its periods of

comparative felicity, glory, and tranquillity.

The golden age of Hungary, was unquef-

tionably the reign of Matthias Corvinus,

in the fifteenth century ; when Buda, one

of the moft polifhed and civilized capitals

in the world, the feat of arts and letters,

looked down with contempt upon Vienna.

The Emperor Erederic the Third, driven

from that city, and reduced to wander igno-

minioufly
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minioufly over Germany, beheld his Palace

occupied by Matthias Corvinus
; who little

imagined that the Houfe of Auftria, from

fuch a ftate of depreffion, would fo foon

emerge into power and profperity. But,

with their independence, the Hungarians
loft their political pre-eminence ; and Buda,

like Prague, abandoned by its Princes, fuc-

ceflively funk into the deferted capital of a

Turkim or an Auftrian province. The

Archduchefs Chriftina and her hufband,

rarely or never vifit it : when not at Vienna,

they refide at Prefburg, where the infignia

of the crown are always preferred. Yet,

the fuperb fituation of Buda, in the center

of the kingdom, and the local beauties, as

well as advantages of its pofition, might
well challenge the preference. To-mor-

row I fhall continue my journey towards

Schemnitz.



380 MEMOIRS OF THE

LETTER XVI.

Journey from Euda. Mines at Schemnitz.

Mines of Cremnitz. Prejburg* The Cajlle.

State of Affairs at Vienna.

VIENNA, May i6th, 1778.

TT is full feventy miles north from Buda to

* the mines of Schemnitz, through a wild,

mountainous, and in many parts an almoft

uninhabited country. The peafants, male

and female, partake of the rudenefs of the

foil, and appear to be in a flate of penury,
or rather of mifery. Few of the women
had any covering below the knee, except

boots ; while the men were wrapt in black

fheep fkins, with the wool outward. Even

the poftillions who drove us, had no other

covering ;
and their long mouflachios, added

to their fur bonnets, gave them the appear-

ance of Tartars, mora than of Europeans.

The town of Schemnitz, where I pafled

three days, in order to vifit the mines,

ftands
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(lands in a valley furrounded on all fides by

lofty hills. It may be faid to impend over

a hollow abyfs, the ground on which it is

built, being every where excavated or un-

dermined. Even in the midfl of the prin-

cipal market place, there are fhafts or open-

ings, by which one may immediately de-

fcend many hundred fathoms into the

earth.

Having put on a miner's drefs and bon-

net, preparations which are indifpenfable,

on account of the water that every where

drips through the fiffures of the mines;

I entered them by means of ladders that

conduct from one fubterranean gallery to

another, through paflages fo narrow as

fearcely to admit a fmgle perfon at a

time. Four little boys attended, holding

lamps. In proportion as we defcended

lower into the earth, the heat perceptibly

increafed, 'till it became, in fome places,

almoft too clofe or fuffocating for refpira-

tion. Though it was' fearcely eight o'clock

in the morning when we entered the mine,

we
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we did not arrive before eleven, at
" the

tc

gallery of the Emperor Francis ;" fo called

from its having been conftru&ed under that

Prince's reign. Here I found myfelf full

fifteen hundred feet under the opening of

the higheft (haft. This ftupendous cata-

comb or gallery, which extends in length

near fixty thoufand feet, or more than

feven Englifh miles, has coft immenfe fums

to make, as well as to repair and maintain
;

the incumbent earth being every where

fupported by beams of wood, frequently

double and triple. Some hundred thoufand

florins are annually expended for the pur-

pofe. Below the Emperor Francis's gallery,

there are two other ftories, the deepeft of

which is three hundred feet beneath ; but,

as they contained no particular object of

curiofity, we declined vifiting them. In

no part does the interior of the mine open

into caverns or chambers of confiderable

fize ;
the largeft which I faw, being fcarcely

capable of containing forty perfons: a

point of view in which they are very in-

ferior
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ferior as objects of admiration, to the mines

of Danmora in Sweden.

Though gold, filver, copper, and lead,

are all found in the mines of Scheinnitz,

the laft forms the predominant metal.

Their original difcovery is almoft loft in

the barbarifm and obfcurity of the middle

ages ; but, it is indifputable that they have

been worked for eleven hundred years.

At this time they find employment for

near twenty-fix thoufand men, women,
and children, in the different departments

or proceffes. An admirable police is main-

tained ;
no criminal or malefactor being

ever fent there, and no female permitted

even to enter the mines. Unlike thofe of

Sweden, Carniola, and many others in

various parts of Europe, which are a fort

of fubterranean colonies, the workmen at

Schemnitz never deep below. After fix,

eight, or twelve hours of labour, they re-

mount, and are relieved by others. The

Turks, who were fo long fovereigns and

matters of the far greater part of Hungary,
never



never took pofleflion of Schemnitz, though

they penetrated to a village only two miles

diftant. Content with exacting an annual

tribute of fome thoufand florins, they indo-

lently abandoned the mines to the Auftrian

Princes.

Nothing can be fo precarious, fluctuating,

and incapable of calculation, as the annual

profits derived from them to the Crown;

becaufe, at moments when the veins of ore

are moft abundant, they fuddenly difappear,

and frequently deceive or difappoint the

guefs of the moft experienced miners.

About .twenty-three years ago, juft before

the great war of 1756, they yielded fo

little, that it became a queftion, when all

the expences attending them were defrayed,

whether the Emprefs Queen was a gainer

or a lofer. But, precifely at that time*

when me flood moft in need of pecuniary

aid, the workmen difcovered veins fo rich

and productive, that during fome years the

gains were prodigious, amounting annually

to feveral millions of florins. They have

fmce
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iince been gradually diminifhing, though

by no means to fo reduced a degree as in

1756. At prefent they continue to be

highly profitable ;
and befides employing

fuch numbers of people, bring in a con-

fiderable revenue to Maria Therefa. The

Baron de Seeberg, a Tranfylvanian gentle-

man, who is one of the Intendants, accom-

panied us through the mines, and furnifhed

me with the moft fatisfactory information

refpecting them.

Directing my courfe to Cremn.itz, which

is near twenty miles north, and at no very

confiderable diftance from the foot of the

Carpathian mountains, that divide Hungary
and Poland, I arrived there in a few hours.

The mines of Cremnitz produce only gold

andfilver exclufively ; neither iron, lead, nor

copper, being found in them. They fall far

fhort of Schemnitz in magnitude, as well as in

value and importance; only about eighteen

hundred perfons being conftantly occupied

in the various departments ; and of feven

mines which are worked at this time, two

VOL, i. c c alone



386 MEMOIRS OF THE

alone produce any confiderable profit. I

was let down into the mine of St. Matthias,

one of the deepeft, fituate about a mile

from the town. Having been placed on a

fort of leathern feat, fattened to ah iron chain,

in twelve minutes I found myfelf at the

bottom
; during which time I had defcended

eight hundred and feventy-ftve Englifh feet,

I was afterwards drawn up in the fame

manner. The fenfation is rather pleafmg

than difagreeable, as the confcioufnefs of

being thus fufpended over a dark abyfs, is

accompanied with a conviction of the

abfence of all real danger. I traverfed a

confiderable part of the mine, fometimes

walking, at others crawling on my hands

and knees, or defcending from gallery to

gallery, by means of ladders. The heat

was more oppreffive than at Schemnitz ;

but the paflages were dry, whereas in the

former, water oozed or poured down in

almoft every part of tjie mine. Here I had

an opportunity of feeing the two fpecies of

gold ore, the pale and the red, which lay

fcattered
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fcattered in heaps. The produce is hpw-

ever, if poffible, dill more precarious
thin

at Schemnitz. Two years ago, after every

expence defrayed, they yielded about eigh-

teen thoufand pounds fterling ;
laft year,

only feven thoufand entered the Imperial

treafury, free of dedu&ions. No certain

calculations can be made on that head.

It is near a hundred and twenty miles

from Cremnitz to Prefburg, through a very

beautiful and romantic, as well as populous

part of Hungary. Inferior to Buda in

population and extent, Prefburg is more

compact, and the buildings are more mo-

dern. On a very fteep hill, at the extre-

mity of the city, overhanging the Danube,

is built the Caflle, which forms the ordinary

refidence of the Duke of Saxe Tefchen,

Governor of the kingdom. The apart-

ments command an extenfive view over the

vaft plains of Hungary and Auftria : even

Vienna may be defcried, at the diftance of

near five and twenty miles. Below flows

the river, divided into feveral channels,

c c 2 and
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and eiiclofmg "ai number -of
'

fmall iflands,
, oain ,

covered with wb'od.
>

, In one of the, turrets of the Caftle, are

kept the Crown and royal ornaments. So
i

- ITT r T - r

jealous are the Hungarians or their prelerva-

tion, that they cannot be feen by"any perfon.,: . / , /

tion of the nobility and clergy muft attend.
< o .

for the expreis mirpofe.
'

No European na-
i

'

-r ,'- i

'

t i

tion. has mamrelted a more' tenacious and
;
- n -n r 1 ',* . i. i 'i i

innexiqle ipirit or independeiiGe. than the
. T

Hungarian. T\ one has made more defperate,

thoucrh often mefFeiftual efforts, to maintain
. .

their politicarfreedom. This remark mufl
: -

;

neverthelefs be underflood of the nobility

only: for the people at large are equally'

ftraneers. to the theory, and' to the practical

? riM ./n / . ,

'

-. J.

benehts of liberty. It is by concemon. not
i

' '

,
-'

i-
'

11
'

i t.
-

only to the rights or the nobles, but to their

j. i T i i A/r
. prejudices and national cuitoms, that Maria

.

Therefa, during more.tnanfeven and thirty
' ;-" j i -'-n

years, has maintained her influence over

t TT ' >

I

"

J '

them. In the Hungarians, when driven

from
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from Vicuna at the commencement of her

reign, f]>e found the fureft and beft fuppoit

of her tottering crowns. I could not furvey*-> j

the great hall of the Caftle of Freiburg, -with-

out recollecting that it was the fcene where

the Nobles unanimoufly drew their fabres,

exclaiming,
" Our lives and our. blood for

"
your Majefty !" Neither ancient nor

modern Hiftory prefents any event more

affecting, .
or productive of more important

confequences.

In my way to Vienna, about three leagues

from Prefburg, I viewed the remains of

the Roman colony of Carnuntum, con-

ftructed.on the fouthern bank of the Da-

nube, in order to reprefs the inroads of the
i

Quadi and Marcomanni. Mounds of earth,

and one very decayed gateway of Roman

workmanfhip, mark the fpot. I pafled

over the ground upon which, flood
,
the

ij
"

.
:: -

camp of Cara Muftapha, in 1683, when he

befieged Vicuna. It covered more than~

two leagues in extent, and tradition points

out the precife place where the Vizier's tent
l

c c 3 w"as
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was erected. His ignorance, temerity, and

avarice, faved the Auftrian capital, by al-

lowing John Sobiefki time to come to its

relief.

The political afpecl: of affairs is not ma-

terially changed fmce my departure from

this city ;
and war ftill impends, though it

is not actually begun. The great Auftrian

army is aiTembled in Bohemia
; and the

Emperor, who remains at Prague, is occu-

pied in accelerating its motions. Frederic

is in Silefia, at the head of his forces, ac-

companied by his two nephews, the Prince

Royal, and the Hereditary Prince of Brunf-

wic. The Eledlor Palatine continues to

preferve a pacific and inglorious neutrality,

while Saxony is armed and zealous in the

Prufilan caufe. It is pretended that ne-

gotiations are again opened between Jo-

feph and the King, for adjufting the points

in conteft. But, if fuch be the fadt, we

are here in total ignorance of their nature,

progrefs, or probable refult. The Emprefs

Queen is already gone to the palace of

Schon-
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Schonbrun, where (he may indulge her

emotions, undifturbed. Vienna itfelf has

loft much of its gaiety, from the abfence

of fo many officers employed on fervice.

In a few days I mail probably fet out for

Poland ;
all means of paffing through

Bohemia being fufpended by the circum-

ftances of the prefent crifis."

c c 4
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LETTER XVII.

'Journey to Cracow. Afpccl of that City.

Palaces. Ruinous Condition of Cracow.

Polijh Drefs. Marriage Fejlivities. State of

Poland. Enterprise of
'

Choi/y, and his Defence

of the Caftle of Cracow. Mines ofVielicza.

CRACOW, June 3d, 1778.

A FTER a flay of near fix months at

**
Vienna, I left it on the 24th of May,

and reached Olmutz the following evening.

That city, the capital of Moravia, prefented

an interefting and animated fcene, full of

troops, and prepared againft invafion.

Every precaution has been taken for its

fecurity, in cafe of an attack. All the con-

vents are converted into magazines or bar-

racks ;
the univerlity is removed to Brinn,

and the ordinary garrifon is confiderably

augmented. I walked round the place, as

it is not permitted to mount the ramparts ;

and I am not furprized at the long refift-

ancc
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ance which it made, or at the final repulfe

that Frederic experienced before it, when he

befieged Olmutz in 1758, juft twenty years

ago. The river Morau, as well as feveral

other dreams that unite 1 near the walls,

form a continued morafs round the town,

which renders all regular advances difficult,

flow, and hazardous. Prince Albert of

Saxony and Marfhal Haddick, who have

under their command a numerous army,
will probably protect it againft any fimilar

attempt during the prefent fummer.

Continuing my journey through Auftrian

Silefia, I arrived at Tefchen, a miferable

town ;
whence I had only eight leagues

to Billitz, which, previous to the late parti-

tion of Poland, formed the limit of the

Emprefs Queen's dominions. The country,

rich, fertile, and populous, formed a ftriking

contraft to the to\\r

ns, in which every fpecies

of poverty and wretchednefs feemed to re-

fide. I crofled, beyond Tefchen, the river

Viftula, there a mallow torrent, fcarcely

twelve miles from its fource in the Carpa-

4 thian
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thian mountains ; and after being detained

for feveral hours at Billitz, I entered the Im-

, penal Poland. Before the partition of 1772,

the Palatinate of Cracow extended to the

frontier of Auftrian Silefia; but, fmce that

memorable event, Maria Therefa's domi-

nions are puihed to the edge of the Viftula,

and to the fuburbs of Craeow itfelf. I had

flattered myfelf with reaching that city,

the evening of the fame day on which

I left Billitz, the diftance between the two

places being only fixty-fix miles; but,

about two leagues from Cracow, the horfes

having tired, we were obliged to pafs the

night in a wood. A peafant, after fome

hours, relieved us from our embarraiTment,

and I arrived early next morning, the 3Oth

of May, on the bank of the "Viftula, oppo-

fite to Cracow. Crofling the river over a

loofe floating raft, as it might more pro-

perly be termed than a bridge ;
after a

fatiguing journey from Olmutz, I gladly

found myfelf in a tolerable houfe, kept

by a Frenchman, on the great fquare of

the
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the antient capital of this difmembered

kingdom.
Cracow cannot be vifited by a ftranger,

without exciting, at every ftep, emotions

of mingled companion and indignation:

pity, on contemplating the fallen ftate of a

city once flouriming, populous, and cele-

brated ; now ruinous and deferted : indi<r-o

nation, when we refled on the abject ftate

to which a country is reduced, where pub-

lic fpirit is extinct, the Crown degraded,

the Nobility enflaved, or driven to wander

in exile, and its faireft provinces divided

among foreign Powers. On entering Cra-

cow, every object prefented the image of

defolation. Houfes, uninhabited and tum-

bling into ruin, as if recently facked or

abandoned by an enemy, ftruck me on all

fides. Even in the moft frequented ftreets,

many of the fmeft buildings are falling to

decay. The Caftle, which once conftituted

the royal refidence of the Polifh Kings, built

on an eminence at the fouthern extremity

of the city, partakes of the general de-

ftruction.



396 MEMOIRS OF THE

ftruclion. In the apartments, which now

begin to admit the inclemencies of the

weather, are flill to be feen the devices and

cyphers of the Sovereigns of the family -of

"
Vafa," who governed Poland for more

than eighty years, during the lad and the

preceding century. The walls, as well as

rooms, bear melancholy teftimony to the

a&ual calamities of the country. They are

full of the marks of fhot and cannon balls,

difcharged againft the Caftle, when Cracow

was befieged by the Ruffians, only ten years

ago. General Apraxin, after a defperate

refiftance, entered it by florin in Auguft

1768, putting to the fword all who oppofed

him. From the hill on which it flands,

the view is beautiful, commanding the city,

the courfe of the Viftula, and the country

to a great diftance, bounded towards Hun-

gary by the Carpathian mountains, whofe

fummits are white with fnow, or loft in the

clouds.

Within the walls of the Caftle, clofe to

that part of it which may be denominated

the
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the Palace, ftands the cathedral, where re-

pofe the bodies of the various Kings, from

Si'giifrnund the Firft, of the line of Jagellon,

in the fixteenth century, down to Auguftus

the Seconcl pf Saxony inclufively, who died
.

in 1733., John Sobiefki is among the num-

ber; but, to my aftonifhment, he has no

monument erected to his memo.ry. About

a mile out of Cracow, to the north, is like-

wife another palace, which, though now in

a ftate of total dilapidation, bears the marks

of former fplendor. In the gardens, which

are converted to purpofes of biufbandry,

and 'covered with grain, a Tumulus, thrown

up more than four hundred years ago, by
Cafimir the Great, King of Poland, at-

tracted my attention. It is defigned to

commemorate the fpot where his miftrefs

is buried. She was a Jewefs, named Efther;

and fuch were her charms, as well as her

afcendant over the King, that to them

her countrymen are faid to have been emi-

nently indebted for the immunities civil

and
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and political, which to this day they enjoy

jn Poland.

National barbarifm, no lefs than poli-

tical humiliation, perpetually imprefs the

mind, on furveying the afpect of the city

from which I am writing. Till within the

laft two years, it was not wholly paved ;

and nothing can he fo execrable as the

prefent paving, which fcarcely deferves the

name. There is not a Tingle lamp in the

place. No precautions are ufed to cleanfe

the ftreets, which of courfe become in-

fectious in fummer, and almoft impafT-

able in winter. Spouts that project from

every houfe, inundate the paffenger when-

ever it rains, The bridge laid acrofs the

Viftula, is only a collection of planks, float-

ing on the ftream
j
over which a waggon

fcarcely ventures to pafs, I vifued the

Univerfity yeflerday. It is mean, ruinous,

and deftitute of every thing requifite for

the education or inftruclion of youth. The

arfenal is converted into a ftable
;
and the

population of Cracow has diminimed with

its
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its grandeur. On numbering the inhabit-

ants a little time ago, they were found to

fall fhort of ten tiioufand, among which

are included a great proportion of beggars,

or perfcns in the laft fb.ge of wretchednefs.

The town of Cafimir, which is a fort of

clefer' v.d fuburb, ftill more miferable than

the city to which it is joined, may contain

likewife, it is fuppofed, about five thoufand

perfons, principally Jews ; no individual of

that nation being permitted to refide in

Cracow, If we eftimate the whole number

at fifteen thoufand, we 4hall rather exceed,

than fall mort of the truth. Yet, this was

the ancient metropolis, and is ftill the fe-

cond city of Poland in fize, population, and

extent.

The Polifli drefs continues here to be

much worn by perfons of every rank,

though it infenfibly and annually becomes

lefs univerfal. At Warfaw, I am allured

that it is in a great meafure fupplanted by
the German modes and manners. There

is
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is fomething martial, rude, and chara&eriftic

in the Polifli habit, which by 'no means

difpleafes. It breaks th.at tame and infipid

uniformity of external appearance, which,

in the courfe of the prefent century, has

almoft entirely fupplanted the antient na-

tional diftindions of Europe. The Portu-

gueze, the Ruffian, and the Neapolitan, are

now no longer diftinguimable from each

other, and all the former originality of

garb, which difcriminated one nation from

another, is loft. The Poles alone, who have

furvived their independence, have never-

thelefs tenacioufly preferved their former

habit, which hitherto the Ruffians have not

attempted to compel them to renounce.

A "
Piaft," or gentleman, thus clothed,

prefents a ftriking contraft to thofe of every

other country. His head, which he {haves,

is -covered with a large fur bonnet. He

wears a fort of huiTar's drefs, with long

hanging fleeves, a fabre that reaches to the*

ground, and boots. His enormous Mouf-

tachios
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tachios complete the fierce fmgularlty of

his figure, and remind us of his Sarmatian

origin,

I was witnefs, two days ago, in a cottage

not far from this city, to the revelry and

feftivity obferved on the marriage of two

Polifh peafants. The bridegroom was a

tall, handfome young man
;

and the in-

tended bride, though not beautiful, might
be termed very agreeable in her perfon.

She wore a jacket laced with gold, which

fitted exactly to her fhape j
and while it

modeftly concealed her neck, betrayed the

formation of her figure. Her hair, parted

on the crown of her head, was ornamented

with a cap, compofed of gold thread, and

a garland of flowers. Behind, her hair,

in great quantity^ fell down her back,

braided with rofe-coloured ribands. When
I came into the room, it was filled with

peafants of both fexes, half intoxicated.

The young bride fupported herfelf againft

the wall, while her lover, quite unreftrained

by the prefence of fo many fpetators, paid

VOL. i. D D his
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his court to her by every teflimony of

drunken and favage pleafure. He leaned

againft her, howling, whittling, fmging,
and hallooing by turns in her ear. From

time to time, he prefented her glaffes of

beer, which me never refufed. But, when

he attempted to take liberties with her per-

fon, me affected to oppofe his carefles, and to

repulfe his freedom. At a little diftance was

feated the bride's mother, in a pleafing flate

of partial inebriation, regarding attentively

the two lovers. Round them were feveral

young men, who attended on the bride-

groom ;
and fix Polifh girls in waiting on

the bride. They were drefled exactly like

her, having circlets of flowers about their

heads, and feveral rows of coral round their

necks. In the adjoining room, were a num-

ber of peafants, male and female, engaged in

dancing. The men wear enormous boots

with iron heels, which they ftrike conti-

nually againft each other. It formed alto-

gether a moft entertaining exhibition of

barbarous mirth.

Such
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Such is the fubje<fled condition of this

city, that its internal protection and police

are not entrufted to the Poles. Catharine

the Second, who placed Staniflaus on the

throne, not only maintains him in it, but

extends her maternal care to every part of

his remaining dominions. Her troops, to

the number of about one hundred and
fifty,

are quartered in Cracow, and fubfifted at

the expence of the inhabitants. Nearly as

many more, of whom a third part are Cof-

facks, difperfed in the furrounding villages,

awe the country, and maintain the publick

tranquillity. On the Southern bank of

the Viftula, not a mufket-fhot diftant from

the fuburbs, where the Auftrian territories

now commence, a guard of their foldiery is

flationed. For, in confequence of the late

partition of Poland, Cracow, which pre-

vioufly flood in the midft of the Palatinate

of the fame name, is become a frontier
'

place, expofed to hourly infults, whenever

circumftances may impel or induce Maria

T.herefa to caufe her forces to advance fur^

D D 2 ther



404 MEMOIRS OF THE

ther into the kingdom. It is difficult to

conceive a tenure more precarious than the

one by which Staniflaus continues to hold

the city, over which, in fad, his fupre-

macy is merely nominal. In the fuburb

of Cafimir, there are, it is true, between

one and two hundred Polifli troops, who
are paid by and in the fervice of the Re-

public, not of the Crown of Poland. But,

they cannot act, except in fubferviency to

the orders of the Ruffian Commander, who

receives his inftructions from Warfaw, and

whofe pleafure is paramount to all laws,

or control of any kind.

During my ftay here, I have had opportu-

nities of enquiring every particular, relative

to the celebrated enterprize of Chariot and

Choify, who, little more than fix years ago,

furprized the Caftle of Cracow ; and after-

wards maintained it for feveral months,

againft the whole Ruffian force, ftationed

in this part of the kingdom. Few attempts

of a fimilar kind have been more hardy,

better concerted, or more fuccefsful. The

detail,
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detail, which is not uninterefting, will

convey an idea of the incapacity, as well

as pufillanimity, that have diftinguimed the

conduct of the confederate Poles, in all

their attempts to {hake off the Ruffian yoke,

and to emancipate their country. During

the mteftine troubles and civil wars, which

defolated this unfortunate kingdom for

feveral years, fmce the election of his pre-

fent Majefty to the Crown ; he has owed

his protection and prefervation folely to

the Mufcovite troops of his powerful ally,

Catharine the Second. They entered Cra-

cow, at the Breach, in 1768; and more

than fifteen hundred were ftationed here as

a regular garrifon, in the commencement of

the year 1772. At that time, an army of

Poles, confederated under various leaders,

in order to oppofe the tyranny of the

Court of Petersburg, having approached

the place, encamped fcarcely a league off,

higher up on the Viftula. In the camp

were many French Officers, who had either

been fent to aid the Confederates by the

D D 3 Duke



MEMOIRS OP THE

t)uke de Choifeul, when firft Minifter of

France
;

or who, in time of peace, had

fought fortune and employment among the

-Poles.

Of the number was Monfieur de Choify,

a man whofe intrepidity rendered him

capable of conceiving and executing the

boldeft defign. Having been apprized that

the Ruffians, (rationed in the Caftle of

Cracow, were negligent and carelefs in

their guard, he found means to corrupt a

Polifh futler, who lived in the fortrefs,

and' who fupplied the garrifon with pro-

vifions. Encouraged by a promife of re-

ward, this man offered to affift the Con-

federates in furprizing the Caftle, and even

engaged to become their guide. He ac-

quainted them, that there was only one

entrance unguarded, by which they could

effect their defign ;
which was a common-

fewer, or neceffary, that emptied itielf

acrofs the wall, on the outfide of the hill.

Through this channel^ it was therefore de-

termined to make the attempt ;
and on the

day
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day agreed, the futler facilitated its execu-

tion by giving an entertainment, in honor,

as he pretended, of the anniverfary of his

daughter's birth. The Ruffian Lieutenant,

who commanded in the fortrefs, was in-

vited to the banquet ;
and after fome hours

of convivial feftivity, was carried off from

table, in a ftate of intoxication. The num-

ber of foldiers ftationed within the Caftle,

did not exceed fifty, and many, of them

were in the fame condition with their Com-

mander.

Meanwhile the confederate army having

approached the city, on the fecond of Fe-

bruary 1772 ; Choify, at the head of about

three hundred followers, favored by the

night, advanced along the bank of the Vif-

tula, unperceived, quite under the Caftle-

walls. In Choify's little band, there was

a young man, called Chariot, a native of

France, who having been reduced, on ac-

count of his irregularities, to the neceffity of

quitting his country, had joined the Polifli

infurgents. He was fele&ed to conduct the

D D 4 party
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party deftined for the enterprize ;
a com-

mifTion which he undertook with alacrity.

Accompanied by about thirty volunteers,

chiefly French or Germans, he mounted

the hill, which is exceedingly fteep at that

place ; having previoufly turned their coats

infide out. I went this morning, to infpect

the hole, which is ftill appropriated to the

fame ufe of a common-fewer, and has un-

dergone no alteration, except that over it is

now laid a grating of iron. But, inftructed

by experience, a Ruffian fentinel mounts

guard perpetually on the fpot, to prevent

any repetition of the experiment. It is

indeed, matter of furprize, that fuch a place

fhould ever have efcaped obfervation.

Chariot having entered the fewer firft,

his companions followed fmgly, it not ad-

mitting 'more than one abreaft. After

wading for fome way, up to their armpits,

they effected their object ;
and as every

inftant was precious, they began by dif-

patching the fentinel, pofted at the place

where they got out of the fewer. The

futler
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futler having joined them, Chariot, with

about fifteen of his followers, haftened to

the Lieutenant's apartment, which lie en-

tered fword in hand. Waking with the noife,

the Ruffian officer inftantly difcharged a

loaded piftol at him, the ball of which

broke his thigh. He ftaggered back, and

fuppcrted himfelf againft the wall, while

his companions difpatched the Lieutenant.

They then proceeded to put to the fword,

or to fecure, the remaining part of the gar-

rifon
;
while others, without lofing a mo-

ment, opened a little poftern gate, at which

Choify entered, with his troop of two hun-

dred and feventy.

Being now completely matters of the

Caftle, Choify left a fmall number of men

to guard it, and fallied out into the city, at

the head of the remainder. So admirably
had the enterprize been executed, and

with fo little noife or difturbance was it

attended, that the Ruffian forces quartered

in Cracow, were perfectly unapprehenfive

of danger, as well as unprepared for refirr-

ance.
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ance. According to the plan concerted

between Choify and the Chiefs of the con-

federate Poles, it was fettled, that as ibon

as he had got entire pofleffion of the fortrefs,

he fhould without delay attack the Mufco-

vite foldiery pofted in the town. On their

part, the Confederates engaged to make

themfelves matters of two gates, than which

nothing could be more eafy ;
and to fall

upon the enemy in the rear, who would

thus have been enclofed between two fires.

Choify fulfilled his part of the agree-

ment, with equal punctuality and fuccefs.

He even advanced with fo much filence

and fecrecy, through the ftreets of Cracow,

that he got within fifty paces of the grand

guard, before he was either perceived or

difcovered. The Ruffians then beat to arms,

and repulfed his little troop. Under thefe

circumftances, totally unfupported, he ne-

verthelefs fuftained the action for more

than two hours, continually retreating, in

momentary expectation of being fuccoured

by the confederate forces ; but, none ap-

peared.
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peared. On the contrary, with unparal-

leled pufillanimity, they retired without

making any effort, and abandoned him to

his fate. Thus deferted, and overpowered

by numbers, Choify fell back, regained the

CafUe, and fhut the gates on the enemy.

Though deftitute of all afliftance, he de-

fended himfelf with no lefs bravery than

ikiH. It became neceflary to march troops

from Warfaw, to the aid of thofe at Cra-

cow, and the united forces did not fall

fhort of four thoufand. Near nine hun-

dred Ruffians perimed in the -various af-

faults, given during the courfe of the fiege ;

and it was not till near five months after

the furprize of the Caftle, that the befieged,

having totally exhaufted their ammunition

and provifions, were under the neceflity of

fubmitting at difcretion. They were fent

into Siberia, according to the laudable prin-

ciples of Catharine's policy, in order to

deter others from following their example.

Choify himfelf was not exempted from fo

rigorous a punimment. Chariot being

rendered
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rendered incapable of walking by reafon

of his wound, remained a prifoner in the

hands of the Ruffians. It is with pleafure

I add, that both thofe gallant, but un-

fortunate gentlemen, together with fome

others of the French taken in the Caftle of

Cracow, have fmce been permitted to re-

turn to their native country.

Thus terminated an attempt, which, had

It been properly fuftained, might have had

great and important eonfequences : perhaps,

might have at leaft delayed, if not averted,

the partition of the kingdom, that took

place immediately afterwards. But, the

Poles, though enthufiaftic in their efforts to

maintain, or to recover the independence

of their country, have always been defi-

cient in judgment, defultory in their con-

duct, and precipitate in their projects. To

thefe characteriftic defects, may in great

ineafure be attributed their deftruction.

Before I quit the fubject of Cracow, I fhall

fubjoin the fate of the futler who introduced

Chariot into the :Caftle, .which is not the

leaft
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leaft tragical or interefting part of the nar-

ration. No iboner had Choify got pof-

feflion of the fortrefs, than his iirfk care was

to fend the man away, after rewarding him.

with a hundred ducats, and enjoining him.

inftantly to leave Poland. The fuller

obeyed, and in a few hours reached Billitz,

the firft town in Auftrian Silefia, where ,

he might have remained in perfect fafety.

His wife and two children were preparing

to follow him. But, after fome flay at Bil-

litz, he had the imprudence to return to

Cracow in difguife, having perfuaded him-

felf that the Ruffians would not difcover

him. Being foon recognized, he was con-

demned to the punifliment of the "
Batogs;"

a mode of execution common in Mufcovy,
which is inflicted by flogging or finking

the criminal on the back with a thong, in

which is contained a piece of lead. Under

this fentence he expired, the victim of his

own folly and temerity, on the very fpot

where Chariot had been admitted into the

Cattle.

I returned
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I returned yefterday from vifiting the fait

mines of Vielicza, fitiiate two leagues off",

on the fouthern fide of the Viftula. After

being let down by a rope, as in thofe

of Cremnitz, to the depth of about two

hundred and thirty feet ; our conductors

led us through galleries, which, for loftinefs

and breadth, feemed rather to refemble the

avenues to fome fubterranean Palace, than

paffages cut in a mine. They were per-

fectly dry in every part, and terminated in

two chapels compofed entirely of fait, hewn

out of the folid mafs. The images which

adorn the altars, as well as the pillars and

ornaments, were all of the fame tranfparent

materials; the points and fpars of which,

reflecting the rays of light from the lamps

which the guides held in their hands, pro-

duced an effect equally novel and beautiful.

Defcending lower into the earth by means'

of ladders, I found myfelf in an immenfe

hall or cavern of fait, many hundred feet in

height, length, and dimenfions, the floor

and fides of which were cut with exact re-

gularity.
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gularity. A thoufand perfons might dine

in it without inconvenience, and the eye

in vain attempted to trace, or to define its

limits. Nothing could be more fublime

than this vaft fubterranean apartment, illu-

minated by flambeaux, which faintly dif-

cover its prodigious magnitude, and leave

the imagination at liberty to enlarge it in-

definitely. After remaining about two

hours and a half" under ground, I was

drawn up again in three minutes, with the

greateft facility.

The mines of Vielicza, if confidered as

objects of curiofity, afforded me higher gra-

tification than any which I have vifited in

Europe. They have been already worked

above five hundred years, and appear to be

inexhauftible ; more fait being found in

them than can poffibly be fold, though

they fupply all Poland with their produce.

It is fcarcely mixed with any extraneous,

metallic, or earthy particles, in the places

where the workmen principally dig. They
have in fact little more trouble than merely

to
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to collect, pound, and put it into barrels.

Only four hundred and thirty-five men are

employed at this time
;
but in winter they

amount to double the number. At Vielicza,

as in Hungary, they never fleep below
j

the horfes alone, about fifty of xvhich are

ufually in employment, remaining con-

ftantly under ground. No woman is al-

lowed to defcend into the mines
;
a regu-

lation of great propriety. All the Inten*

dants and Overfeers are Germans : the

miners are tmiverfally natives of Poland.

They enter at four o'clock in the morning,

and continue till the fame hour in ths

afternoon, when they are drawn up and

relieved by others. In depth, the mines of

Vielicza fall far fhort of thofe at Schemnitz,

being no where above twelve hundred feet

below the furface of the earth. But, they

are in every refpect far eafier of accefs j and

the air, which I found fo oppreflive in the

Hungarian, was cool and pleafant in the

Polim mines.
- 1

Their
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Their lofs to the Republic is not to be

eftimated ; and as they conftituted a chief

fource of the royal revenues, having always
been part of the domain of the Crown, the

prefent King muft doubly feel the defal-

cation of fuch a fource of national wealth.

Maria Therefa and her fon feem to be fully

aware of the value, as well as importance of

<he acquifition. Vielicza fell to their {hare,

in the memorable partition of this country,

fix years ago. Every precaution is now

taking, in order to fecure it ; not againft

the Confederates
;
for thofe miferable com-

binations are completely quelled, and Po-

land, from one extremity to the other, is

fubjugated under the Ruffian defpotifm :

but the Court of Vienna juftly dreads a

more formidable enemy. Cracow and

Vielicza are not far removed from the fron-

tiers of Silefia ;
and Frederic, whofe atten-

tion is ever active, may eafily make an ir-

ruption into Poland, The Viftula would

form no fufficient barrier againil his inroads.

Batteries are therefore creeling,
" Chevaux

VOL, i. E E, de
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de Frife" are already placed, and a body
of troops is ftationed, for the protection of

the mines. Time will {hew whether thefe

meafures are fufficient for their effectual

fafety and prefervation.

My next letter will be from Warfaw, for

which city I fhall fet out to-morrow.
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