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PREFACE.

It is often, if not always, said, by way of general criticism

on such a work as tliis, that a son ought not to undertake to

be bis fathers biographer. The qualities demanded in the

historian include strict impartiality, freedom from personal

bias, and skill and fearlessness in analyzing his subject ;
but

these cannot be expected where the inspiring motive of the

writer is filial affection, and where the object to be studied is

rendered precious in his eyes by the threefold power of the

tie of blood, the precept of " the first commandment with

promise,*' and a love and admiration which have grown and

deepened with each added year. I feel the force of these

considerations as I begin my task: they would have put a

stop to farther progress had I thought that men differed seri-

ously in their estimate of my fathers Hfe and work, or that

I should have to deal with transactions which, for the honor

of the name, I should be compelled to explain or tempted to

cover up. But in his case a verdict has already been pro-

nounced, which attests the confidence ajnd respect in which

he was held by his fellow-countrymen. I know nothing in

the record which, if now disclosed for the first time, would

be likely to change the judgment of the people, nor do I be-

lieve that much diversity of opinion exists among us as to his

career in general, or particular matters involving liis reputa-
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tion and liis honor. These considerations have lessened my
rehictance to attempt the present task

;
and since I am urged

on every side to do the work myself, and not to intrust it to

another hand, there seems to be no alternative but to proceed

as best I may. I do not, however, conceal the fact that the

inspiring motive of this effort to tell the story of my father's

life is that veneration for him which grew with the compan-

ionship of more than fifty years, and was stronger than ever

when, kneeling by his bedside, I closed his dying eyes. There

would be no adequate motive to write the history unless I be-

lieved that it was a noble life, and that they who come after

us will be the better for knowing what he did to the glory

of Almighty God and the good of his fellow-men, and in the

service of a country which he loved with the devotion of a

loyal and patriotic heart.

My father's eighty years cover a great part of the history

of the Eepublic. Born just before the close of the eighteenth

century, he left us when the nineteenth was far in its last

quarter. lie was one of those who formed the link between

the period of the Revolution and that of the final and per-

petual consolidation of the American Union. Ilis acts are

interwoven with the records of an age of wonderful events

and impressive phenomena. His was a life of untiring activ-

ity, wherein he served the State with hand and head, with

sword and pen, and always ably ;
and the proof of the public

confidence in him lies in this fact, that he was called to almost

every office which a citizen can hold. And while his natural

gifts, ample and varied, rendered him competent to meet the

requirements of public life, he conducted himself, in each po-

sition, in such a manner as to inspire a universal belief in his

integrity. Again and again was this common faith in him

exhibited in a practical way ;
for the reader of this memoir

will observe how often, in times of perplexity, when a mere
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name, "with what it stood for, might restore a sense of secu-

rity, he was called upon, and set in full view of the people,

with the investiture of power and the commission to do what-

ever might be necessary ;
and how rapidly, at such times, the

clouds dispersed. This occurred, not once only, nor twice, but

often; and thereon do I claim for him a place among the

purest of patriots, the wisest of counsellors, and the most

honest of men. ^or did his patriotism waver even in the

darkest hours
;
nor can I say that his faith ever failed, though

I remember more than one conversation from which I in-

ferred that his concern for the future of the commonwealth

had led him almost to doubt its ability to overcome the cor-

rupting and demorahzing influences that sap the foundations

of the State. Meanwhile, amid the cares and duties of a very

full life, he found time to pursue certain studies which gave

him the reputation of a scholar, and an enviable place in the

world of letters. There are departments of literature in

which his knowledge was full and critical and his attain-

ments were uncommon
;
and in this he resembled those great

statesmen of the mother country who wear a crown of double

honor—^men strong in the forum, on the platform, and in the

council-chamber, yet happier in those secluded walks where

converse is held with the poet, the philosopher, and the sage.

But what, after all, were these things, compared with others,

to us who lived our life close by his, and were with him from

day to day ? We only who were of his house and blood can

fully appreciate that personality, that strong individuality,

which constitutes the chief treasure of our recollections, and

has left the impression of a sweet, simple-hearted, tender soul,

which loved its own devotedly, and revered God, and won

from men a deeper affection as, drawing nearer, they saw

what he was. I have no terms to express my feelings on this

point ;
nor will I attempt to do so, lest this sketch should sud-
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denly lose its liistoric cast, and take tlie form of another " In

Memoriam," laden with vain regrets and longings for tlie re-

turn of one beloved, whose place knoweth him no more.

Many years ago we began to urge my father to write his

biography. His incessant occupations, however, were an ob-

stacle to the task
;
he never had time for it. lie hardly knew

what release from active duty meant; up to within forty-

eight hours of his death he was transacting official business;

he found not the leisure to do what we asked. But when

seventy years old he wrote, for our amusement, a little history

of his boyhood, covering the first twelve or fifteen years of

his life
;
and to this he subsequently added a few pages, bring-

ing the memoranda down to the year 1820. These fragments

I shall now transcribe, precisely as he left them, adding some

notes, by way of additional information, on points which he

merely touched in passing, convinced that the reader will be

glad to have this autograph introduction to what is to come

after. But, first, a few words concerning those of his name

who preceded him in this country.

The family were of English stock, and Puritans. The

name of Anthony Dix appears in the Plymouth Records in

1623
;
he was admitted as a freeholder in that town in 1631,

and at Salem in 1632. Edward Dix, of Watertown, admitted

freeman 1635, had a son, John, born in 1640
;
he appears to

have died July 9, 1660. Palph Dix, a descendant, was one of

the early settlers of Ipswich, Mass.
;
he died at Reading, Sep-

tember 24, 1688. His grandson, Jonathan, born at the home-

stead in Reading, resided at Littleton, whence he removed to

Boscawen, K. II., or, as it was originally called, Contoocook.

He was a good man, and for more than seventy-five years a

member of the Congregational Church; he married Sarah,

daughter of the Rev. Benjamin Shattuck, of Littleton, Mass.
;
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and died at the residence of Ms son Timothy, December 24,

1804, haying attained the age of 94 years, 8 months, and 13

days. Timothy Dix, a natiye of Littleton, Mass., was a man

of some eminence in his day, a patriot and a soldier
;
he held

a lieutenant's commission in the Eeyolntionary War, and

raised a company for that service
;
he was also postmaster at

Boscawen, under President Jefferson's administration. His

character is portrayed by contemporaneous chroniclers as that

of a man of promptitude and decision, devotedly attached to

the cause of his country, firm and patient under the many
trials of his life; one who, in public as well as in private

relations, was remarkable for strict integrity and fidelity to

duty. His son, Timothy Dix, Jr., my grandfather, is remem-

bered in Xew Hampshire as an active, enterprising, liberal,

and enlightened citizen, distinguished for his courteous bear-

ing and honorable character. He held the office of Select-

man of the town, and represented it in the State Legislat-

ure in the years 1801-4. In 1812, when the war broke out

between Great Britain and the United States, he received

a commission in the Eegular Army, and at the time of his

death, which occurred in face of the enemy, at French Mills,

Canada East, November 14, 1813, was Lieutenant-colonel of the

Fourteenth Eegiment of Infantry. His wife was Abigail "Wil-

kins, of Amherst
;
her father was a captain in the Provincial

Service, and lost his life during the ill-fated expedition of

General Richard Montgomery against Quebec. Of these par-

ents, and of that honest, God-fearing, and patriotic stock, on

the 24th day of July, a.d. 1798, and in the village of Bos-

cawen, in the State of Xew Hampshire, John Adams Dix

was bom.

I proceed, without more words, to the little history of his

earliest years, written by him for the entertainment of his

children.
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OF

JOHN ADAMS DIX.

AN A UTOBIOGRAPEY.

I EEVisrr, after the lapse of fifty years, the scenes of my
childhood. The old familiar objects around me wear new

aspects, and yet they have lost nothing of their identity. The

outlines are the same, but how strangely shrunken they appear

to be in their proportions ! Our minds and our bodies, by
force of some incomprehensible law, expand together. As

we increase in stature the physical objects which surround us

seem to diminish in magnitude. Most of us, I think, are con-

scious of this change. The river which is flowing past as it

has flowed for ages, and which had to my sight an immeasura-

ble distance across when I was a child, looks like a mere brook

in my manhood. But I have in the mean time stood on the

banks of the Mississippi and the Missouri, and these are now

my standards of comparison. The mountain on the opposite

I side, which always appeared to me to have some vague and
' inconceivable height, has dwindled into a hill of the most

inconsiderable dimensions : but I have crossed the Kocky
Mountains, the Alps, and the Apennines, and I instinctively

measure all inequalities of the earth's surface by these gigan-

tic elevations. Yet this miniature mountain, which filled my
childish conceptions, and which I can still fancy draped, as of
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old, in gorgeous foliage, and casting its cool shadows far down
into the meadows as the sun was sinking behind it, is as

familiar as ever to my sight. But, in tlie progress of settle-

ment, it has been denuded of trees
;
and its stony front, as its

covering has been strij)ped off, reveals itself in deep seams

and sharp protuberances of granite.

But let me turn from the present to the distant past.

THE FIEST TEN YEAES OF MY LIFE.

I was born in a village in New Hampshire.* It was a full

mile in length. Its single street was terminated at one ex-

tremity by the meeting-house, and at the other by a bridge

crossing a small stream. On one side, half a mile off, the

Merrimack River flowed quietly along, with an intervening

flat, known as the intervale.f On the opposite side was a

* In the year 1733, memorable as that in which George Washington
was born, a number of men, mostly natives of Newbury, in the Province

of Massachusetts Bay, associated themselves together with a view to

founding a new settlement. Two years later they went forth and made

their home on the west bank of the Merrimack River, in the district of

New Hampshire, which was then under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts.

The proprietors gave to the township, which was seven miles square, the

Indian name of Contoocook. An act of incorporation was obtained

April 22, 1700, and the town was thenceforth known as Boscawen. The

change of appellation was natural. Tlie old name was associated with

images of misery and sorrow ;
the settlers had been harassed by the

savage allies of the French; their lives were spent in fear; and every

man was of necessity a soldier. "While the petition of the proprietors

for a charter was before the government of the Province of New Hamp-

shire, the reduction and demolition of Louisburg took jjlace, and Gen-

erals Amherst and Wolfe and Admiral Boscawen became the heroes of

the day. Thus it hapi^ened that the brave old sailor gave his name to

the newly-organized plantation, to the great delight of the inhabitants,

whose gloomy recollections were changed to auguries of brighter days.

t "The territory may be divided into three general divisions, viz., in ^<?r-

val, pine-plain, and Jiiffh land, requiring a different cultivation.

" The interval upon the Merrimack, nearly the Avhole length of the

town, is in many places widely extended, originally covered with a heavy
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range of thicklj-wooded hills. I have seen many more beau-

tiful villaores, but none that had for me the attraction of this.

It may be because it was my birthplace. Mj father was one

of the first settlers. He was active and indefatigable in busi-

ness, and he soon gathered a community about him. He
knew that in order to make his neighbors contented he must

bring within their reach everything essential to their comfort.

He hired a storekeeper, opened a store, and filled it with dry-

goods, hardware, and groceries, enlarging his list from time to

time as the settlers became able to increase their indulgences.

Wagon-loads of supplies were brought from Boston as the

stock on hand became low, and the arrival of one of these

trains—for there were generally three or four wagons in com-

pany
—was a source of the greatest interest and excitement.

As soon as the goods were opened and ready for purcliasers

they were visited, inspected, and gradually bought and con-

sumed. The women came to see the new calicoes and taste

the fresh sugar, and the men to handle the axes and spades.

As the village increased in population and means my father

established a school. He liired the teachers and provided the

school-books. In process of time a school-house was built,

and the school became one of the most noted in the country.

My father was very scrupulous in regard to the teachers. He
would have none but the very first, both in regard to qual-

ifications and respectability of character. They sometimes

insisted that he should receive them into his own family ;
and

in several instances he did so, rather than lose them. Some
of the most distinguished men in the State—afterward known

growth of elm, butternut, maple, and basswood. When cultivated it

proved very productive, and even at this period bountifully rewards

the labor of the husbandman."—A Chronological Register of Boscaxcen, in

the County of Merrimack and State of New Hampshire, from the first settle-

ment of the town to 1820. In three parts : Descriptive, Historical, and

Miscellaneous. Compiled by an order of the town, passed March, 1819.

By Ebenezer Price, A.M., Pastor of the Second Church in said to-mi.

Concord : Printed by Jacob B. Moore, 1823. 8vo, 116 pp.
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tlirongliout tlie Union for tlieir great abilities—were among
our villaofe school-masters. In the summer we had female

teachers, and tliej were of the same high rank in talent and

character. One of them became the wife of a jurist and

statesman who has had few equals in public reputation.* It

was in this school that I received the rudiments of my educa-

tion, I was a favorite with them all, and I cherish the remem-

brance of their good opinion as a distinction to be proud of.

The teachers being sometimes inmates of my father's family,

I was almost constantly with them
;
and when I was suffi-

ciently advanced to be sent to an academy I became sensible

of the great advantage I had derived from the influence of

these excellent persons. Indeed, I think I have felt it strong-

ly in every period of my life.

The village, as I remember it after the laj)se of fifty years,

consisted of some thirty dwelling-houses, standing, in about

equal number, on opposite sides of the long, straight street.

A few were white, but they were for the most part painted
in Spanish brown or a dirty red. There were a tavern and

a blacksmith's shop near the centre of the village. The

school-house was also midway between the two extremities,

and directly back of it was the burying-ground. I think the

school-house lot was originally a part of it. It was an odd

fancy to put them in this close contact—to bring together

* My father, in a private letter referring to the early family history,

says :

" I remember an oration delivered by Daniel Webster on the 4th

of July, 1806, at Concord, 'before the Federal gentlemen of Concord and

its vicinity,' as set fortli on the title-page of the pamphlet copy. He was

then in the practice of the law, and an inmate of my father's family.

They were zealous political opponents, but personal friends, although the

lines were at that period very sharply drawn between the Federal and

Republican parties. My father took great interest in the village school,

and in many instances procured the teachers. I have a distinct recollec-

tion of General Fessenden, the father of the late Senator Fessenden of

Maine, as one of them, and also of Grace Fletcher, one of the loveliest of

women, with whom Mr. Webster became acquainted at my father's house

while she was teaching, and whom he afterward married."
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those who were preparing for the battle of life and those who

had fought and fallen in it. I do not remember, while I was

at school, to have received any gloomy impression from this

near neighborhood of the dead. On the contrary, it was no

uncommon thing for me and my playfellows to clamber over

the fence, and carry on our games among the graves. But

after I had left school tombstones were erected to mark the

resting-places of my mother, a little sister, and my only broth-

er
;
and I never afterward approached the spot without a deep

feeling of depression.

One of my earliest recollections is the total eclipse of the

sun in 1806. It was about the middle of June, and vegeta-

tion was in full luxuriance. Four or five beautiful trees stood

in front of my fathers house. He had planted them fifteen

yeai*s before. One was an elm, and a robin had built her nest

among its branches. I had been told that the earth would be

covered with dai'kness, and that the beasts and birds would be

deceived by the counterfeit night. I watched the robin with

the deepest interest. As the darkness deepened the fowls

hurried to their roosts, and the robin, to my great delight,

flew to her nest. It was appalling to see the beams of the

sun wholly intercepted at mid-day, and the face of the earth

buried in gloom. As the moon passed over the sun's disk it

seemed as though a funereal paU was drawn over it. As soon

as my boyish curiosity in regard to the fowls was satisfied

a feeling of terror came over me. I ran into the house. I

could not bear the outer darkness. The family had gone out

to witness a phenomenon never to occur again within the

compass of any of our lives, and had left my youngest sister,

then about two years old, in her cradle. I took her up and

held her in my anns, to relieve the feeling of awe caused by
the sudden disappearance of the sunlight ; for, although the

gloom had come on gradually, it seemed to me at the last that

the total darkness was instantaneous, like that which follows

the extinction of a lamp. But the light soon began to re-

turn, and I recovered from my panic in time to go out and
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see the simple birds and fowls leaving their nests and roosts,

with the idea, no doubt, that they were waking up to a new day.

The next winter* death— thenceforth to be but too fre-

quent a visitor—first appeared in our family. My grandfa-

ther lived near us. Two gardens, his own and my father's,

separated the two families
;
a broad gravelled walk ran through

the grounds, and our communications with each other were

carried on without going into the street. My great-grandfa-

ther, who lived with my grandfather, was near a hundred years

old
;
but until within a short period before his death he was

in full possession of his bodily and mental powers. His great-

est weakness was the garrulousness of age. On Thanksgiving-

day the two families were always united, and four generations

sat down together at my father's table. A few weeks after

one of these reunions (the last we were to know) my grandfa-

ther came to our house at daybreak and told us the old man
was dead. His spirit had passed away in the stillness of the

night, and so quietly that my grandfather and grandmother,
who occupied the adjoining room, with a door open into his,

were unaware of it until they rose. The shock which the

intelligence gave to us children was indescribable. The pres-

ence of our aged ancestor, who moved about among us in

patriarchal solemnity, and to whom we clung like vines to a

tree of stately growth, seemed a part of our own existence
;

and I could hardly understand at first how his life could be

taken away without violence to our own. I incline to think

this is a common feeling with children wdien Death for the

* I leave this as it stands, although there is undoubtedly a mistake.

The date of the total eclipse is correctly given by my father as 180G
;
but

the death of his great-grandfather occurred eighteen months before, and

not after, the eclipse. Tlie error is a slight one
;

it probably arose from

the double impression made on the boy's miud by the shadow over the

earth and the deeper shadow in the house—he associated the two horrors

of great darkness with each other, as though they merged into one. And
it may also be noted that a death occurred just as he states—that of his

brother, in October, 1806.
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first time separates them from one of their own family. It

is for this reason that they feel a terror never equalled at any

re-appearance of the same unwelcome visitor. As we ad-

vance in age Ave become more familiar with his presence ;

and, after threescore years, I think few persons, excepting
those who are conscience - stricken by the remembrance of

great crimes, view his near approach with insupportable

dread. My feelings of horror were at their height when the

funeral procession moved away from my grandfather's house.

There were no hearses with us in those primeval days. The

coffin, covered with its sable pall, was laid upon a bier, and was

borne by four men to the grave. The earth was white with

snow, and as the bearers passed on with their burden they
formed together the blackest of all contrasts. I turned away
from the window and buried my face in my mother's bosom
—^the tender mother who was in a few years to be followed

to the same resting-place by the same ghastly procession of

sorrowing friends.

But her hour was not to come until she had herseK been

overwhelmed with a new and a deeper grief. My only broth-

er* was two years older than myself. He was bold, active,

and intelligent. He was a leader in every enterprise among
those of his own age. Though but eleven years old, he had
all the self-possession and fearlessness of a man. He was pas-

sionately fond of horses, and, as my father kept several, he

was constantly on horseback. One day a new one was brought
home in my father's absence

;
he was young, and only partially

broken. My brother was immediately on his back, galloping

up and down the street. The animal ran away, and threw
him. He was taken up and brought home in a state of insen-

sibility, but without any ostensible injury. The next day he
seemed well again ;

but in a short time he began to droop, and
in a few weeks was laid by the side of my great-grandfather.

This calamity made the deepest impression upon me. I

*
Timothy Fuller Shattuck Dix, born Feb. 11, 1796

;
died Oct. 16, 1806.
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had idolized my brother, and was his companion in all his

enterprises and excursions, wandering with him among the

fields, fishing with him in summer, and in winter following
him on my sled down the sides of the steepest hills. It was

many months before I could be induced to go out as usual

and join my playfellows in their sports. I kept almost con-

stantly in the house with my mother. My father had, for

that period, a good English library. I had scarcely ever look-

ed into a book, except such as contained my lessons at school.

In the first days of my grief, while strolling listlessly about, I

entered the library. A book lay upon the table
;
I took it up,

and found it to be a volume of Goldsmith
;
I opened it at the

" Good-natured Man." My interest was excited
;
I finished

the play without laying down the book. The moment dinner

was over I hurried to the library, and did not leave it until it

was too dark to read. For months I literally lived upon the

English poets and essayists. I was then but nine years of

age, but my thirst for reading was insatiable. For a full year
I scarcely took time for exercise. My father and mother in-

dulged me in my j)assion ;
and I have since thought that the

latter, with a secret consciousness that our earthly communion

was soon to end, encouraged me, for the purpose of having me

always in her sight, I cannot remember at this remote period

all the authors I read. Those which made the strongest im-

pression on me at first were Goldsmith and Addison
;
but

they were soon laid aside for Shakspeare. I did not confine

myself to the poets and essayists. There was no system in

my reading. I literally devoured whatever I chanced to take

up— poetry, history, and now and then a book of a lighter

character, though my father's library contained few other than

standard works. He was too much immersed in business at

home and abroad to pay much attention to me, and my mother

left me to the guidance of my own impulses, satisfied with

the assurance that in a well-chosen library I could not go far

astray, and probably thinking that my interest would be more

likely to be kept up, if uncontrolled.
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She never recovered from the shock of my brother's death.

Her health had been delicate for many years : it now began

rapidly to decline. If I had been older I conld not have fail-

ed to notice the change, slow and insidious as it was
;
bnt I

was constantly with her, and for this reason was the less likely

to mark the almost imperceptible stages of its progress. I

look back to this year as the happiest of my life—precursor

as it was to the year of sorrow which was to succeed it. As
I recur to it a thousand little incidents crowd on my memory,

unthought of then, but rising up now to rebuke my blindness.

I remember how often, as I was kneeling at her feet or resting

my head on her shoulder, I was struck by the pallor of her face

and by the thinness of her white fingers as she passed them

through my flowing hair or pressed them against my cheek.

I fancy her now averting her countenance, after gazing long
and affectionately on me, to conceal from me the tears witli

which her eyes were overflowing
—

eyes always brilliant, but

now, though dimmed with tears, shining with an unnatural

light. I thought it was my lost brother on whom her

thoughts were intent. I am sure, now, that she was sorrow-

ing for the child from whom she was about to part, and not

for the one she was so soon to meet. It was not until she

had reached the last stage of weakness that the conscious-

ness of a coming horror awoke within me. During the last

months of her illness its progress was marked by more fre-

quent and perceptible changes. At first she often walked out

with me, holding my hand in hers, listening to my comments

on what I had read—for books were at that time almost the

chief subject of my thoughts
—or talking to me in tones of

angelic sweetness, that still seem to fall like notes of distant

music on my ear. The beautiful nature around us—the calm,

blue skies, the green fields, the luxuriance of trees and flowers

—was all in harmony with her own. I have never since met
with such gentleness or sweetness of temper. In all the

neighborhood there was not a single person, young or old,

whose heart she had not won. These walks filled up the last
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happy summer of my boyliood. As the autumn advanced

she grew weaker, and they fatigued her. For a month more
she drove out. Then she remained always in the house, for a

while moving wearisomely about, and at last never leaving her

bed. I tliink it was not until then, when one day she pressed
me to her bosom, and I felt how thin the arms which encircled

me had grown, and heard her whispered benediction, as if she

were about to set out on a distant journey, that the coming

calamity broke uj)on me, as the morning breaks on the uncon-

scious darkness of the night. It was a moment of agony and

horror I cannot, even after the lapse of fifty years, bear to

look back uj^on. I burst into a flood of tears and filled her

chamber with my sobs. There needed no farther interchange
of intelligence between us. ISTo word had been spoken ;

but

she knew that the dark truth was unveiled to me, and during
the few days that remained to us—days passed constantly to-

gether
—her calm resignation, her hopefulness of the future

life, and the endearments showered upon me, almost recon-

ciled me to her translation to the bright heaven the portals

of wliich were opening for her. It was only the dark cloud

about to fall upon me that overwhelmed me with grief.

But let me dwell no longer on these bitter experiences. In

her last hour she gave birth to a daughter, and endowed it

with the feeble remnant of her own life.

Another funeral train—the saddest of all—went out from

my father's house, and she was laid by my brother's side.*

A few weeks later her infant followed her.f Her grave was

re-opened, and the lifeless child was laid on her bosom, there

to rest until the Great Day.

My father, who had long foreseen the coming calamity,

took refuge in his extended and engrossing business, pursu-

ing it with redoubled energy. My sisters had returned from

boarding-school in a distant town a few days before my moth-

* She died December 3, 1808.

t Martha Sherman Dix, born October 16, 1808
;
died January 11, 1809.



MY PASSIOX FOB BEADING. 13

el's death. Mj father resolved that they should remain at

home, and he brought with him from Boston a governess to

take charge of them. In addition to the ordinary routine of

English instruction, she taught them music and drawing
—

accomplishments at that time unknown in the sequestered

region where we lived. My father was a tasteful musician,

and drew with the pencil of an artist. He had transmitted

his tastes to his children, and I was soon a proficient, under

the new governess, in both arts. But my new occupation did

not interfere with my reading. I was still as indefatigable as

ever, until I grew feeble. My sleep was disturbed, and I of-

ten rose in the night under strong nervous excitement and

left my room, wandering about the house. My father found

me twice under these circumstances, and became alarmed for

my health. lie determined to detach me for a time from

my studies. He had a passion for shooting, and with either

the rifle or shot-gun was an unerring marksman. When he

first settled in the country the woods were full of bears,

wolves, and panthers, and he had waged perpetual warfare

with them. They had gone farther back with the advance of

settlement, and were at that time rarely seen. On his return

from his next visit to Boston he gave me a silver-mounted

fowling-piece, and instructed me in the use of it.* It struck

* Here is a letter about this fowling-piece, addressed to " Master John
Adams Dix, Student, Exeter." The precautions to be observed in its use

must have rendered it, for the time, a harmless weapon, and quite safe in

a boarding-school :

"
Boscawen, Sept. 19, 1809.

"Adams,—You will receive herewith your military clothes and my sil-

ver-mounted fowling-piece ;
'tis very unsuitable for a training gun, and

I very much fear 'twill get injured ;
'tis so very slender a little hard

usage would spoil it. I do not wish you to use any powder, have there-

fore put a piece of wood in place of a flint, and desire you may not take

it out, or suffer it to be taken out, till you see me
; you will probably con-

ceive it to be rather hard to be debar d the use of powder, but must al-

low me to be the best judge, and will, I presume, be perfectly satisfied

on my saying that I have sufficient reasons for it. I shall set out to-mor-

row for Dixville
; expect to be gone three weeks. Shortly after I return I
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a secret vein witliin me, and from that moment I became an

indefatigable sportsman. The passion now at seventy years
of age is as strong as ever, and I have indulged it through life,

whenever I have been able to escape from the urgency of my
private business or public employments. After practising for

a few days at a mark, I singled out a bird near the house and

brought him to the ground. I could not have made a more

unfortunate essay of my skill. It was a lark, which sang upon
the trees in front of the door, and greeted my father as he

awoke from his slumbers with its matin song. "When he told

me this, and expressed his sorrow for what I had done, I felt

as though the mark of Cain was blazoned upon my forehead.

I looked upon the instrument of death with inexpressible

loathing, and hid it away for several days. My father, think-

ing I had suffered enough for my thoughtlessness, took me
into the woods with him. The wild-pigeons were flying, and

we tilled our pouches with game. As we were clambering
over the hills a tremendous rustling v/as heard in a thicket

before us
;

it was the sudden flight of a covey of partridges.

I had never heard the sound before, and expected every in-

stant to see a panther emerge from the woods. I confess to a

moment of fear, and I think I unconsciously fell behind my
father. lie was a man of action, and not of words. "Without

speaking, he turned back on me a look, as I interpreted it, of

reproach and scorn. It seemed to say,
" Have I a coward in

my family ?" I felt it keenly. The blood, which my momen-

tary alarm had thrown back upon my heart, rushed to my ex-

tremities, and no doubt crimsoned my cheeks. My self-pos-

session was regained as rapidly as it had been lost. I cocked

my piece instinctively and planted myself directly before

him. I shall never forget the smile of approbation he gave

expect to go to Portsmouth—shall go or come thro' Exeter. We are

all well. Your mamma and sisters all desire much love to you. Mine

and your mamma's compliments to Mrs. Giddings and daughters.
" lu haste. Yr. Father,

" T. Dix, Jk."
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me
;

it said to me more distinctly than any words could have

done :

" I am satisfied—you will not be found wanting in try-

ing emersencies." I have often thouo^ht, if some wild beast

had come out upon us, as I expected, how poor a match I

should have been for it, with my slender fowling-piece and

the small shot with which it was charged. Eelieved by my
fathers explanations from all apprehension of any such un-

equal adversaries, I now lived, in fair weather, in the woods,

pursuing my studies at home only on rainy days. In a few

months my cheeks had become ruddy again and my constitu-

tion invigorated with fresh strength.

The period was approaching when I was to be sent away
from home for my classical education

; but, before I enter

upon it, let me cast back some glances at my native village.

I have spoken of the meeting-house at one of its extremities.

The society was Congregational in its form. It acknowledged
no earthly head. I had a distinct idea of this peculiarity in its

doctrine from the conversations which I heard at my father's

house. My mother was a sincere, devout, and trustful Chris-

tian. My father was a believer, but not a member of the

Church. I sometimes thought his views did not accord with

those of the preacher ;
but he said nothing to waiTant such

an inference. Xo man was more regular than himself in his

attendance on divine worship on Sundays, and they were the

only days in the year on which any religious exercises were

observed, except the first Monday of every month, on wliich

evening a prayer-meeting was held, I derived no agreeable

impression whatever from these religious observances. The

meeting-house was, like most others at that day, painted white,

covered with shingles, full of windows, with plain, plastered
walls inside

;
it was cold and dreary in its aspect within and

without. It had no window-blinds
;
and as the sun moved

round the building in summer the congregation moved about

in their pews, to escape from his burning rays. The winters

were awful : the thermometer often fell twenty or thirty de-

grees below zero. There was no fireplace or furnace, not even
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a stove. To tins arctic temperature we were exposed two
hours in tlie morning and two in the afternoon.* The ser-

mon was ahnost always an hour long; and the prayers and

psalms, and reading of the Scriptures, occupied about the

same time. In my whole life I have never suffered so much
from cold. My mother always took a foot-stove with her,

and it was more frequently under my feet than hers. In the

sleigh on our way to meeting we were always comfortable, for

we were enveloped in buffalo-skins. But we could not take

them with us into the meeting-house. When the wind was

high the cold was nearly insupportable. The window-sashes

vibrated and rattled in their loose frames, and the cold air

poured u]3on us through numberless inlets. My feelings were

anything but devotional
;
and I pray God to forgive me the

many secret irreverences of which I was guilty. The preach-

er was a learned and a conscientious man ;f but I hated his

long discourses (drawn out, as it seemed to me, with a malicious

perverseness) when I was perishing with cold. The strangest

speculations took possession of my mind. I had read in some

book in my father's library that certain holy men had volun-

tarily submitted to the severest inflictions. One, whose name

does not occur to me, lived on the top of a column for a num-

ber of years, exposed to all the vicissitudes of the seasons.

Supposing him to have lived in a good climate, I wondered

whether he suffered as much as our preacher, holding forth by
the hour in an atmosphere fifty degrees below freezing-point.

I wondered whether the latter, like the holy father, was acting

on a principle of self-infliction, or whether he was punishing

his congregation for their stubbornness in sin. If his motive

was merely personal, then I wondered why he could not dis-

miss the congregation and perform the penance by himself,

* It appears that in 1827 a stove was purchased, the following item ap-

pearing on the society records :

" Voted to purchase at auction one cord

hard pine-wood, two feet long, split for stove, to be cut in the spring;

which Avas struck off to Lieut. Nathan II. Holt, at $1 50."

t The Rev. Samuel Wood,
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instead of making us tlie companions and the victims of liis

martyrdom. I could not help secretly wishing, on these

wretched occasions, that he might freeze his feet, that his

arm might become so benumbed with cold that he could not

gesticulate, or that his tongue might cleave to the roof of his

mouth. It was not because I had any malice against him in

my heart, but because he was, by protracting his sermons so

unreasonably, inflicting on me sufferings too great to be borne.

I knew him better in after-years, and became sincerely attach-

ed to him
;
and if he had not been ignorant of all that passed

through my mind during those winter services, I would have

confessed my uncharitableness and implored his forgiveness.

But there never could have been any reconciliation between

me and the meeting-house. I always detested it; I never

looked upon it as the house of God. Town -
meetings and

elections were held in it. I had seen it defiled with tobacco-

juice ;
I had seen it desecrated by fisticuffing in the heat of

political conflicts
;
I had heard its bare walls ring with tumult-

uous laughter, when some man, who had been prosperous in

money-making and assumed airs, was elected hog-constable by
acclamation. These scenes were too often uppermost in my
thoughts when the sermon was in progress, and a devotional

frame of mind was impossible.

I am sure these impediments in my path were not the fruit

of any constitutional impiety. On the contrary, I have from

my youth been a believer, and became many years ago a mem-
ber of the Church. My mother's affectionate teachings had

implanted within me grains of devotion which time could not

fail to bring forth and ripen. But her God never seemed to

me the same Deity who was worshipped at the meeting-house.
Hers was all goodness and mercy and pardoning love

;
while

the other seemed to me a severe master, burnino: with anger

at the impenitence of the human race. In my simplicity I

asked my father, after my mothers death, why I felt so. lie

bade me trust to my mother, and consider our Divine Master

as she had described him. I often think how much more
I.—2
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wholesome her teachings were than those to which she had

been accustomed to listen. I remember asking my father

why our meeting-house was so uncomfortable. I reminded

him that our house had warm rooms, cushioned chairs, and

nicely papered walls
;
and asked him if we ought not to make

God's house as good as our own. I never could get any sat-

isfactory answers to such inquiries as this last. Indeed, he

evaded them, or told me I would understand these things
better when I grew older.

Such were my early impressions in regard to religious wor-

ship ; and, but for the remembrance of my mother, I fear a

much longer time would have elapsed before they were sup-

planted by better ones.

The people of our village, though unsophisticated, were not

wanting in intelligence or in the rudiments of education.

They were entirely ignorant of the world, and heard little of

it except from my father, who made frequent visits to Bos-

ton, and who, on his return, always imparted to his wondering

neighbors the knowledge he had there gained. IS^ewspapers

were rare in those days, and the villagers who had not been

born in the place came from equally sequestered districts.

Yet, with the exception of a few laboring men who led unset-

tled lives, I doubt whether there was a single person in the

village, male or female, who could not read and write. Their

reading was, certainly, confined to a very limited range of

books— the Bible, "Pilgrim's Progress," Baxter's "Saint's

Pest," Fox's " Lives of the Martyrs," and some elementary

works on geography and history. There were a few families,

however, whose field of literary research was wider and more

varied
;
and I remember that there were books in my father's

library which went the rounds of the more intelligent house-

holds. The simj)licity of our neighbors was well illustrated

by an incident which occurred in my presence. My father

had brought home a Boston paper, and was reading to a num-

ber of them a paragraph which, he said, he believed to be un-

true.
"
Why," said one of his auditors,

" do you believe they
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would print a lie ?" He, no doubt, believed lies might be told

—such acts of turpitude might even have been committed

within the sphere of his own experience
—but the enormity

of deliberately putting a lie in type was one which his untu-

tored fancy had never conceived.

The grandest and most exciting event in our village life,

and one of the very earliest of which I have a distinct recol-

lection, was the organization of a company of militia. My
father was chiefly instrumental in getting it up, but declined

(with a disinterestedness, as I thought, which should have given
him an immortal fame) all share in its honors. He would

neither be captain nor corporal, though, I believe, he was

pressed to accept both those distinguished positions. If I

could have seen him marching either in front or in rear of

this formidable body
—the first I had ever seen in military

array
—my happiness would have been complete.

The day appointed for the first drill was one of the sultriest

I ever knew. It was about the middle of July, and the heat

of the sun was inconceivable. In my impatience to see the

parade commence I may have done the company injustice ;

but I suspected them of a disposition to postpone the exer-

cises to a cooler hour of the day ;
whereas I expected to see

them, like the heroes of the "
Iliad," setting the elements at

defiance. There was nothing said to warrant my suspicion. I

only inferred it from the discussions which were kept up for

several hours as to certain details of the organization
—

partic-

ularly as to questions of precedence ;
that is, who should march

next to the captain, and who should bring up the rear. I

found that the social position of the parties was an important
element in settling the controversy ; whereas, in the regular

service, the whole thing is disposed of by stature, the tallest

men being assigned to the flanks, with a uniform descent

from each to the common centre. But of these ingenious de-

vices I had no knowledge at that early period of my life.

While engaged in the settlement of the preliminaries refer-

red to a furious storm arose. My youthful imagination may
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have exaggerated it, but I think I have never since witnessed

such thunder and lightning. In a few minutes the rain pour-

ed down in torrents, and continued for two hours without

diminution. The whole surface of the earth was flooded, and

the street was a pool of water. The moment the rain ceased

the line was formed. My heart beat tumultuously as it filed

off from the front of my father's store. I was not conscious

of any organic defects at the time, though I could not fail to

notice the great want of uniformity in dress and equipment.
Most of the privates were in their shirt-sleeves, the officers

only, with a becoming tenaciousness of their dignity, keeping
on their coats. There were not many muskets, and, I believe,

not a single bayonet in the whole line. The guns were chiefly

fowling-pieces, and there were a number of very inferior sub-

stitutes. I suspected one of the privates of carrying on his

shoulder the butt-end of one of my fish-poles, broken off for

the purpose, and I know that a pitchfork was abstracted for

the emergency from my father's stable. But I had read

enough of war to understand its exigencies, and I considered

them as fully justifying acts which, if committed under a

less imperious necessity, would have been wholly indefensible.

AVhen I saw the men moving off under their gallant com-

mander into the centre of the street, with the water ankle-

deep, and marching through it with heroic indifference, I felt

the deep injustice I had done them, before the storm, in sus-

pecting them of shrinking from the sun. It occurred to me,

it is true, that after the fiery heat of the day, which was not

yet entirely allayed, the water was anything but unpleasant.

But I indignantly dismissed this suggestion, as the offspring

of an unworthy suspicion, and was sure that they would have

marched through a pool of molten lead with the same alacrity,

if the good of their country had demanded such an act of

devotion.

To one familiar with military exhibitions the fact that

there was no drum or fife would have detracted materially

from the effect of this. It was a want which, in my igno-
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ranee, I neitlier felt nor noticed. The military body before

me bad, as I thought, its appropriate musician.* He was a

man who played the clarionet—inferior, certainly, to the trum-

pet, as a military instmment, but reproducing with a softened

expression some of its lower and milder tones. The perform-

er was remarkable for an enormous nose of the aquiline form,

and as he marched down the street at the head of the column

(if a single file could be so called), playing an animating air,

his aspect struck me as even more martial than that of the

captain.

The effect this military display made upon me was almost

magical. I fancied myself in the presence of heroes. I almost

felt transformed into a hero myself. I was sure these uncon-

querable men, notwithstanding their defective armament, were

equal to the direst emergency. As the thunder rolled in the

distance I likened it to volleys of artillery discharged by an

enemy, which these gallant spirits were marching out to defy
and to conquer. They seemed to me to be thirsting for mili-

tary glory, and longing only for a foe on whom they might
wreak their vengeance. I caught the contagion, and made

to myself a sacred vow that, if ever I grew into manhood,
I would become a soldier or perish in the attempt.

My first lessons in the dead languages were given by the

clergyman under whose hibernal discourses I had suffered so

much. lie lived three miles from the village, and had usually

* " I cannot remember how often the stages ran from Boscawen, north

and south
;
but I have a vivid recollection ofJoseph Wheat as the driver

to Concord, and at one time to Amherst, I believe—a very remarkable man
in his way. He had an enormous nose, which gave rise to numerous

jokes, of many of which he was himself the author, for he was, like poor

Yorick,
' a fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy.' I remember

him also marching through the village at the head of a company of

militia, just organized, and playing on the clarionet, he being the only

musician on the occasion, which was a company drill, preparatory to the

general muster, or '

general training,' as the regimental parade was usu-

ally called.''—From a private letter.
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half a dozen young gentlemen living in liis family, and pre-

paring themselves, nnder his direction, for college. He was

an excellent Latin and Greek scholar, and one of the best of

men. He had a farm of some twenty or thirty acres, and cul-

tivated it with his own hands, with the assistance of a single

hired man. His life was as simple as it was exemplary. He
rose at daybreak in summer, and in winter long before light,

and was busy in his study till breakfast preparing his sermons

for the succeeding Sabbath. The rest of the day was divided

about equally between his pupils and his farm. In his agri-

cultural labors he made no distinction between his hired man
and himself. He did his full share of ploughing, planting,

and harvesting. The only occupation in which he took no

part was the care of the horses. I do not think his sermons

were ever fully written out. He had very copious notes, and

in his anxiety to illustrate his points with clearness he be-

came tedious in spite of his learning and his unaffected piety.

Yet there was an earnestness and a solemnity in his exhorta-

tions which were very impressive. To his pupils he w^as all

that a parent and a teacher could be—kind, patient, and inde-

fatigable. This was my first absence from home. It lasted

some six months, and in that time I had not only mastered

my Latin and Greek grammars, but had made such proficiency

in both tongues as to be able to translate easy exercises with

facility. My fellow pupils were among the first young men
in the State. One became, years afterward. Speaker of the

House of Representatives, and another a minister at a foreign

court.* The half year I was with them passed away almost

* There is, perhaps, an error here
;
for in a private letter subsequently

Tpritten, and to which I occasionally refer in these notes, my father

writes: "I was for a portion of a year (1809, 1 think) an inmate of his

(Rev. Dr. Wood's) family, with Charles Haddock, who was Chargd d'Af-

faires at Lisbon during General Taylor's administration
;
Charles Wood-

man, at one time Speaker of the lower branch of the New Hampshire

Legislature ;
and one of the Dr. Kittredges so familiar to the memory of

the men of that period as members of the medical faculty of the State."



1798-1821.] UXBEASOXABLY PROLIX PRAYERS. 23

imperceptibly. I had no feeling of home-sickness after the

first few days. I became sincerely attached to our teacher.

His unceasing kindness was irresistible. And yet he was the

unconscious author of a new grief to me. It was the long

prayer over the breakfast-table. It answered the double pur-

pose of a morning-prayer and grace before meat. It com-

menced as soon as the breakfast was on the table, and lasted

from ten to fifteen minutes. There was no actual suffering

in the "
hope deferred "

of which these protracted supplica-

tions were the source except when our appetites were unusu-

ally keen
;
but I really believe the annoyance was very little

inferior to that which the long winter sermons had caused

me. My heart sunk as I saw the smoking viands grow cold,

and the vapor issuing from the spouts of the teapot and cof-

fee -um gradually fading away and giving evidence of the

cooling process within. I fear my thankfulness to Provi-

dence for the good things before me was marred by a vin-

dictive feeling toward the venerable pastor, who was making
them comparatively worthless by his untimely prolixity. I

am sure the cook—who was always called in to unite in the

family devotions—often betrayed immistakable signs of re-

sentment, as she saw the gravies and melted butter, on

which she had expended herself, relapsing into their pri-

meval solidity. I relate these things as they actually oc-

curred. They are obsolete customs now; and they seem

strange to me as I recall them to recollection. The age has

grown shrewder and, let us hope, not less grateful to Provi-

dence for its mercies, even if we do not think it necessary
to couple the expression of our thankfulness with personal
inflictions.

I think my fathers object in sending me so short a distance

from home was to make the wider separation he had in view

less trying. While I was with the village clergyman I always
saw him and my sisters on Sundays, and passed with them
the intermission between the two sermons. At the end of

six months I was sent to an academy several miles farther off,
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and was only to come home three times a year.* The village,

of which it was the principal ornament and pride, was larger
than the one in which my father resided, but less attractive to

me. Indeed, it must have been so to any lover of fine natu-

ral objects, for it lacked the river and the mountains, which,
when I was at home, were always in my sight. There was

but one place of public worship. The society was Congrega-

tional, and the clergyman, with whom I boarded, was known

throughout the State as a man of learning and genius. His

wife was one of the kindest of women, and I soon became her

special favorite. She often talked to me of my mother, whom
she had known, and I have no doubt this circumstance had

much to do with her great kindness to me, though the good-
ness of her heart would naturally have led her to distinguish

me from the other children committed to her care, who had

known no such sorrow as mine. While I was conscious of

her partiality to me, shown as it was in a thousand ways, I do

not think it was noticed by the others, so faithfully was her

duty discharged to all. She had no children of her own, and

if she had been thus favored I am sure she could not have

watched over them with more affection or care. I^Tot long
after my arrival there was a terrific thunder-storm

;
it was not

much inferior to that with which the first military parade in

my native village was accompanied. A tree near the house

was struck by the lightning, filling all our hearts with terror.

Undaunted herself, she gathered us together and took us into

a dark passage in the centre of the house, as far as possible

from the chimney-stacks, where she supposed there would be

the least danger, and, making us kneel down behind her, she

prayed with all the fervor and tenderness of a mother for the

preservation of her "dear children," as she called us, from

* This school was at Salisbuiy. Stephen II. Long, afterward a dis-

tinguished officer of United States Engineers, was preceptor. My father

was lodged with the Rev. Dr. Worcester, who, like Dr. Wood, was held

in high esteem in the ministry.
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the fury of the storm. She made no allusion to herself, and

I do not think her own danger ever occurred to her, so ab-

sorbing was her anxiety for us. The kindness of this excel-

lent woman is ever fresh in mv remembrance. I have never

since found any one whose affection so nearly resembled, in

its outward manifestations, that which I had kno\\'n in my
mother.

The principal of the academy—the Preceptor, as he was

called—was a young man of more than ordinary capacity and

attainments. He had graduated at college as a finished

classical scholar and an excellent mathematician
;
and he was

known afterward as one of the first Engineers in the United

States. He ruled us with firmness
;
but he was always con-

siderate and just, and I do not tliink there was a single pupil
who did not love and respect him. The year I passed under

his direction was one of the happiest I have known since my
mother's death. There was a girls' as well as a boys' depart-

ment, and several of the misses were fellow-boarders with us.

They were all of excellent families, and one only of them
turned out badly in her womanhood. She had more personal
attractions than any of her associates, and a serenity of tem-

per which no provocation could disturb. She was, indeed, the

belle of the village as well as the school. We boarded to-

gether, and I became her devoted admirer, though she was

two years older than myself. But for this disparity of age
and my extreme youth, I am sure our watchful female guar-
dian would not have allowed us to be so much tosrether. AYe

were inseparable companions, and she was as warmly attached

to me as I was to her. There was no need of keeping us

apart. I was but ten years of age, and she only twelve. It

is true, as time advanced and I was a year older, it occurred

to me that when I became a man the difference between us

would disappear, and then there would be no obstacle to a

nearer association—an association which conveyed to my mind
no other idea but that of perpetual companionship. But no

such intimation passed between us. I have often wondered
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since wlietlier this tliouglit (for it was nothing more), if it had

been expressed, would have had any influence in saving her

from the infamy of her after-life. It is a wretched history of

ruin to her and misery to her respectable family
—a history I

do not intend to narrate. "VYlien we parted 1 sincerely be-

lieve she was as pure in heart as she was in conduct. We
met once afterward in Boston. Ten years had gone by, and

I was a man. I went to see her, knowing her guilt and her

impenitence. She was then in the full bloom of womanhood,
and surpassingly beautiful. The interview was a very dis-

tressing one. It was unexpected to her, and the sight of me,
her friend and admirer in the days of her innocence, filled hpr

heart for the first time with shame and remorse. Two days
afterward her earthly career, begun in prosperity and virtue,

and ending in dishonor and guilt, was suddenly closed. It

was many weeks before I recovered from the shock I received

from this meeting and its sad sequel. I have anticipated the

close of this unhappy episode in my life in order to dismiss

it forever hereafter from my thouglits. If she had lived in

the days of Charles II. she might have been a Duchess of

Cleveland, or, in the reign of the late King of Bavaria, a

Countess of Landsfeldt. May God forgive her many trans-

gressions, and, above all, the last act, by which she terminated

her miserable life !

I was not long in taking a high rank among the pupils of my
own age. I had a remarkable facility for acquiring languages ;

and as the classics were at that day the chief branch of academ-

ic instruction, my proficiency was very marked. I also made

good progress as a speaker. A few years later an eminent

tragedian, who had given me a series of lessons in elocution,

said to my father, then in command of a regiment in the army
of the United States,

"
Colonel, your son has great constitu-

tional facilities for becoming an orator." I believe tliis was

the judgment
—

tliough it would have been cxjoressed in less

sounding phrase
—of the precejitor, the pupils, and the people

of the surrounding country, for it was not long before I ap-
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peared before them as a public speaker. The occasion to

which I refer was the semi-annual examination, or rather the

exhibition, as it was appropriately termed. To be more ac-

curate, the examination of the students, which took place at

the academy, was followed by an exhibition at the meeting-

house of the oratorical and dramatic powers of the pupils. It

was got up with the most studied preparation and all the

scenic effect of a country theatre. The pews, occupying about

one-third of the area of the building, were boarded over and

converted into a stage, reserving a small space in the rear for

robin or. It was an era in the lives of those of us who had

never witnessed a dramatic performance. I had read all of

Goldsmith's and most of Shakspeare's plays, but had not the

faintest conception of the mode in which they were repre-

sented. One of the older pupils, who had a knack at paint-

ing, got up some sketches of trees and foliage for the sides

and background of the stage. We had no shifting scenes;

and as we came to the performances, which were quite varied,

it occurred to me that the actors, when they should, accord-

ing to the book, have been conversing in drawing-rooms or

streets, were always holding communion with each other in

umbrageous solitudes. The drop-curtain was unexception-
able. It was muslin of a fiery red

;
and to my sight the ef-

fect, as it rose or fell, concealing or displaying the green trees

behind it, was gorgeous beyond anything I had conceived. I

think it made the same impression on the spectators, who

were, at least nine out of ten, inhabitants of the neighboring

country, and as ignorant as myself of dramatic representa-

tions. Ours commenced in the morning about ten o'clock,

and lasted till one. After that we had an intermission of an

hour for dinner. At two they recommenced, and continued

till eight in the evening. It was midsummer, and in that

northern latitude the twilight ran far into the night. We
played

" The Taming of the Shrew " with unbounded ap-

plause. The genteel portions of the comedy were, as I

thought, glorious ;
but the drunken tinker filled the measure
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of my conception in regard to the power of imitation. I was,
in fact, so convulsed with laughter tliat the performance
which was to follow, and in which I was to bear the most dis-

tinguished part, was at one time in imminent peril of miscar-

riage. It was a dialogue between David and Goliath, taken

from one of Hannah More's sacred dramas. I need not say
which part was assigned to me. When the preceptor pro-

posed it I shrunk from it, as far exceeding my powers. I was

only familiar with the history of the giant and his youthful

antagonist through the seventeenth chapter of the First Book
of Samuel. I knew I was to be armed with a sling, and I was

somewhat familiar with its use, but I did not think myself

sufficiently expert to hit my adversary in the forehead in

good faith and actually bring him to the ground, as I took it

for granted the spectators would expect
—at least with a rea-

sonable resemblance to the reality. But when I read Miss

More's poetical version of the meeting, which the preceptor

put into my hands, and found that after the challenge had

been given and accepted the parties, by virtue of the Mc-

eunt (that ingenious device of the play-writers), were to re-

tire, leaving the audience to learn the particulars of the com-

bat from Abner, the captain of the host—in a word, when I

found that the impossibilities of the drama were to be enacted

behind the scenes, I entered upon my task with the utmost

enthusiasm. I may truly say, in modern phrase, that my per-

formance was " a great success
"—I do not think the drunken

tinker carried away as many laurels as myself. My adversary

was an overgrown youth of some twenty-two years of age, who
had just left the plough and commenced his classical educa-

tion with a view to the ministry. He was full six feet in

height, and his frame was dilated and hardened by field labor.

"When he stood before me and waved his enormous wooden

spear over my head, with those terrific words—

" Around my spear I'll twist thy shining locks,

And toss in air thy head all gasli'd with wounds"—
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(a feat to whicli he was quite equal), the intrepidity with

which I withstood and defied the giant was rapturously ap-

plauded. But when I, a mere stripling, bade my colossal ad-

versary follow me out, and pronounced the concluding lines—
" The God of battle stimulates my arm,

And fires my soul with ardor not its own "—

the enthusiasm of the audience was boundless. I was called

back upon the stage to receive the congratulations of the ad-

miring spectators. The meeting-house was crowded. Hun-

dreds of bright eyes looked down upon me from the galleries.

Tumultuous applause greeted my re-appearance. I did not

know that this was a common occurrence in theatrical life.

It seemed to me to be a new-bom distinction, the offspring of

an unexampled success. My triumph was complete. It was

the greatest day of my Kfe. I felt that I had done a noble

deed. I do not think that David himself could have been

better satisfied with his own perfonnance in the original

drama. But I was not intoxicated by my success. Like that

exemplary Israelite, I resolved not to disappoint the public

expectation. I would live and devote myself to the perform-
ance of great and virtuous actions. I considered myself called

on thus to dedicate myself by the unbounded applause I had

received. I have often looked back, not altogether without a

sense of the comic, on these innocent dawnings of youthful
ambition. There is, nevertheless, a serious aspect in these

retrospections
— in the dissipation of pleasant and inspiring

illusions, when we compare the aspirations of boyhood with

the truths taught by our experience in after-life. My tri-

umph was not a mere ephemeral achievement of the day.

For a long time I saw myself noticed by the country people
as they passed me in tl^eir wagons; and on one occasion a

red-cheeked girl driving by pointed me out to her companion
as blooming as herself, and I heard her say,

" There's the fine

little fellow that acted David."
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THE SECOND TEN" YEAES OF MY LIFE.

I had reached an age when my father thought I miglit be

sent to the principal academy of my native State at Exeter,
and placed under the tutelage of the celebrated Dr. Abbott,
who was for more than half a century the principal of that

institution. During that period it gathered within its walls

more distinguished men than any other academy of l^ew

England.* The students were of a higher order than those

*
Phillips Exeter Academy, one of the oldest endowed classical schools

in New England, was founded by Dr. John Phillips, of Andover. Its char-

ter is dated April 3, 1781
;

it is therefore the oldest institution of learn-

ing established by State authority in New Hampshire, Dartmouth Col-

lege having been chartered by royal grant in 1769. Dr. Abbott was

principal for just half a century
—from 1788 to 1838.

In the Catalogue for 1869 there is a charming picture of Dr. Abbott,

who is represented as a man of firmness and dignity of character united

with great natural sweetness of disposition and suavity of manners :
" He

never met the youngest academy scholar in the street without lifting his

hat entirely from his head, as in courteous recognition of an equal ;
and

an abaslied and awkward attempt to return the compliment was the ur-

chin's first lesson in good-manners and respect for his teacher." Among
the characteristic usages of the academy were these :

"
4. After worship is begun they are not to rise up to any who may

enter. At all other times they shall rise and bow respectfully to gentle-

men when they enter the room and when they leave it.

"
5. Every student shall be exact upon his attendance on all the exer-

cises of this academy. He shall carefully prepare for them, and not fail

to sweep, kindle fire, ring the bell, shut up the academy, tend the fire,

etc., each in his turn, and exactly at the time required.
"

9. As the character and usefulness of men greatly depend upon ami-

able and engaging manners, the Preceptor would highly recommend, and

strictly requires, a constant and ijersevering attention to the rules of true

honor and politeness, and a careful endeavor to express the principles of

unaffected benevolence, by a cheerful readiness to perform every kind of-

fice in their power, and to do it in the most obliging and becoming man-

ner; ever remembering that great favors are diminished, and that small

ones greatly increase, by the manner in which they are conferred. A

gift may be unkindly bestowed, and a favor kindly and politely refused.

"10. All students shall strictly observe and persevcringly practise
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in the academy I had just left. I found a large number of

young men of the most respectable families of Massachusetts,

and some, from that State, who became distinguished in after-

good-manners and civility to all
;
condescension and kindness to those

younger than themselves, affability and good-manners to their equals,

and their language and behavior to superiors shall be decent and respect-

ful, never speaking disrespectfully of them or their conducfwhen absent.

This rule is carefully to be observed to all men of public character.

These important rules are highly recommended and strongly enforced,
as containing the sum of virtue and benevolence, agreeable to that com-

plete rule of virtue and honor—whatsoever you can rationally desife

others should do for you, that do for them in the kindest manner."

I add the following eulogy of Dr. Abbott, from the work already re-

ferred to :

"
It was not strange, then, that he gained so strong a hold upon the

love and respect of his pupils. To them he always appeared as if sur-

rounded by some invisible enclosure, which even the boldest could not

overstep without a bowed head and a feeling almost of awe. Others

may have been equally or even more successful as mere teachers
;
but in

the general discipline of mind and character, in exerting an influence

upon the boy which continued through the subsequent life of the man,
no instractor ever surpassed him. It was a common remark among his

pupils that it was a shame to deceive Dr. Abbott, or to tell him a lie
;

and even if one ventured to do so he had a sort of uncomfortable con-

sciousness that the doctor had detected him, but saw fit to overlook the

offence and allow it to be its own punishment. He was a competent
scholar after the fashion of his day, though he made no pretension to

wide and accurate learning. It was rather his pride to induce his pupils,

by their own efforts, to surpass their instructor in scholarship. But he
had excellent taste, and a hearty appreciation of the beauties of the Latin

and Greek authors, which he never failed to impart to his classes.
" To those who never studied under Dr. Abbott this picture may seem

overcharged ;
but it was not mere accident which procured for him un-

interrupted success and surpassing influence as head of the academy for

fifty years, or which gave him such pupils as Lewis Cass, Joseph Stevens

Buckminster, Daniel Webster, Leverett Saltonstall, Nathaniel A. Haven,
Joseph G. Cogswell, Theodore Lyman, Edward Everett, the twin Pea-

bodys, John A. Dix, John G. Palfrey, Jared Sparks, George Bancroft,
Jonathan Chapman, Ephraim Peabody, and a host of others whom the

country delights to honor."
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life for tlieir literary acquirements. Sparks was just leaving,
and Palfrey was a fellow-student with me for more than a

year. There was a gravity, not to say a stateliness, in the ad-

ministration of this institution which was in strong contrast

with the easy-going management of the other. The extended

career of Dr. Abbott furnishes the best proof of his fitness for

the position which he held with such distinguished success.

I remember him as a man of solemnity, and not seeming to

me to possess those qualities which invite familiarity on the

part of his pupils. Those who knew him intimately may
have found in him qualities which a student, meeting him

only as one in authority, would fail to discover. I should de-

scribe him as very able, very just, and very devoted. That he

had a rich vein of humor I know, for it was my fortune to

open and develop it. But for the circumstance I allude to

I think I should have terminated my connection with this in-

stitution without leaving any trace of my presence, except the

registration of my name in the catalogue of students. I be-

lieve I was diligent, and made good progress in my classical

course. It was as a speaker that I was remembered by the

academic staff and my fellow-pupils ; though it must be con-

fessed that my notoriety (I cannot call it distinction) was not

of the most exalted character. My performance came off at

one of the periodical exercises in public speaking. I had

found in an old English magazine a burlesque account of the

Siege of Troy, and after some hesitation 1 resolved to test the

self-possession of our grave and reverend seigniors. I under-

stood perfectly that it was an audacious experiment, and that

unless it was as audacious in the execution as in the design it

would prove an ignominious failure. I determined, therefore,

that it should not miscarry for want of dramatic effect. I in-

trusted no one with my secret, not even my fellow-boarders.

Palfrey prepared the way for me by a recitation calculated to

deepen the prevailing gravity. When he pronounced the

first line—
"In yonder cave, formed by no mortal hand, a hermit lived"—
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he undertook, by an appropriate motion of liis own mortal

hand, to show how it was done. After a very creditable per-

fonnance for an undisciplined neophyte in the school of ora-

tory he made his exit, deepening the natural solemnity of the

piece by a kindred gravity of manner. If, as has been said,

there is always a charm in contrasts, the field for my perform-

ance could not have been better prepared ;
and I had the fore-

sight to see that I could make it more striking by keeping up
a discordance between my manner and my matter. My grav-

ity was not exceeded by that of my predecessor. It was, there-

fore, hke a sudden awakening from a solemn reverie when I

made the customary academic bow and commenced :

" The Grecians came running to Troy—
The Trojans went running to meet them :

It is known to each little school-boy
"

[an appropriate gesture, embracing the whole body of stu-

dents, Sparks included]

" How the Greeks they horse-jockeyed and beat them."

My soKcitude as to the reception of my performance was in-

creased during the recital of the first two lines by an expres-

sion on the face of Dr. Abbott, which I fancied to be a doubt

on his part whether he should let me proceed or order me off

the stage. But the horse -
jockeying was too much for his

gravity and that of the other professors, and the students, en-

couraged by the sign, gave audible vent to their mirth. Thus

relieved from my anxiety, I delivered the remaining stanzas

with an effect which was received with clamorous applause :

"Xo house could that day be endured—
They made them too hot for the holders

;

And ^neas, not being insured,

Set off with his dad on his shoulders.

" His fortune he tried on the ocean—
And then such palavering stories !

To Dido he told with emotion—
Jules renotare dolores.

1.—<j
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" When he'd gained all his ends,
' Dear ^neas,'

Said she, 'if you love your poor Dido,
When you're coming this way, call and see us.'

Thinks he,
'
I'll be hanged if I do.'

" '
Sister Anne,' then said she,

'
all is done,

And he's oflf—only see what a way 'tis;

He's gone with his saucy young son,

And that rascal hisJidus Achates.^

" A cord round her neck she suspended,

The one end a bedpost was tied to—
I'm sorry the story's so ended.

But there was an end of poor Dido !"

I retired, "with my pocket-handkerchief to my eyes, in mock
distress at the tragical end of the disconsolate widow, and was

followed by long
- continued plaudits, in which the Faculty

joined. Some months afterward a simple-minded youth at-

tempted to repeat the experiment ;
but he had hardly pro-

nounced the first line when the Rev. Principal called out, in

a voice of thunder,
" Leave the stage, sir !'^ It was one of

those achievements of which the flavor, as well as the glory,

evaporates with the first performance.
At the end of a year my studies terminated, and without

leaving any strong impression on my mind as to the institu-

tion except that its admniistration was orderly and ably con-

ducted. There was nothing in my associations or my personal

experience so strongly marked as to be often recurred to in

subsequent years.

The following year I was sent to Montreal, and became a

pupil in the College. I made the dreariest of all journeys

through New Hampshire and Vermont. It was in the latter

part of the month of March, and tlie snow was rapidly dissolv-

ing, so that tlie gentleman who had charge of me, and I, were

frequently under the necessity of going on foot while the

liorses were drawing the sleigh painfully over the bare ground.

It was during the prevalence of that horrible hibernal disease
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known as the spotted fever, and we were several nights

obliged to stop in taverns, whose inmates were lying ill

with it. At length we reached the St. Lawrence and crossed

it on foot. The last sleigh had broken in, and the next

day the river showed only a mass of moving ice. Such was

my introduction to Montreal.*

My father sent me to the college principally for the pur-

pose of acquiring the French language ;
and as English was

not spoken, with a single exception, by any of the professors

* The following letter, written to him by his father, will be read with

interest :

"Boscawen, May 27th, 1811.

"
Adams, my deab Bot,—TVe have waited long and with much anxi-

ety till last week to hear from you, when we received yours of the 25th

March, and with it a letter from Mr. Atkinson of the 30th Ap"I. We
had, however, three or four weeks previously rec'd a letter from Mr.

Wilkins, informing us of '

your safe arrival at Montreal after a tedious

journey, of your health, etc' I conclude your journey must have been

very tedious, if you were, as Mr. Atkinson tells nie,
'

compelled to stump
thro' the mud on foot from Burlington ;' am much pleased that you so

soon gained a situation in the College, and hope it will prove both agree-
able and advantageous ;

I do not entertain a doubt that your conduct
will be such as to secure not only the approbation but the applause of

the Government of the College, to do which may be of much importance
to you. "We were a little disappointed in not receiving a longer letter

from you, with a more particular account of your journey, of the novel-

ties you have seen, and the new scenes you have witnessed. "We con-

clude, however, you wanted time, and have them in reserve for future

letters, which we depend on receiving soon, and certainly shall not

peaceably dispense with
;

'tis now time that we had three letters from

you, and have had but one, and that dated more than two months ago ;

you must not neglect us so.
"
I was at my settlement in Dixville a few weeks ago. I was then, I

suppose, within about 100 miles of Montreal
;

I thought of you and
looked over the mountains, but could not see you. I shall go to Bos-
ton to-morrow, and shall hope and expect to find letters from you on my
return, in about 8 days. The children and our friends are all well

;
all

that can lisp of the former send love to you. Give my compliments to

Messrs. Atkinson, Peterson, and TV'ilkins.
" Your father, Timothy Drx, Jr.

"John Adams Dix."
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and few of the students, my progress was very rapid. Here,

too, I may say, although I had studied Latin and Greek in the

supei-ficial way in which those languages were taught in the

academies in the United States at that period, the real founda-

tions of my classical education were laid. Every step was

thoroughly mastered before another was allowed to be taken.

I had never felt much interest in these studies before
;
but I

now acquired a fondness for them, and particularly the Latin,

which I have never lost, and which has led me to pursue them

to some extent under the most unfavorable circumstances and

at the most laborious periods of my life. I attribute it alto-

gether to the clear comprehension which I acquired of their

structure
;
for it is not easy to take an interest in that which

we do not understand. My knowledge of the Greek was lost,

I am sorry to say, after a few years ;
but the Latin I have

continued to study and read every day, with brief periods of

intermission
;
and if anything I have written or spoken jn a

somewhat extended career of official service has any force, I

believe it to be chiefly due to my constant acquaintance with

a language which condenses so much thought into so small a

volume of words.

The principal, Monsieur Eoque, and the professors for the

most part, were priests, adherents of Louis XVI., who had

emigrated from France during the Kevolution. They were

men of learning, perfect purity of character, and above all

narrowness of thought and action. I lived in the College, and

was required to conform to its religious as well as its scholastic

discipline ;
that is, I attended all the services in the chapel of

the College during the six days in the week, and on Sunday
marched with my fellow-students in procession, escorted by
the professors, to the Cathedral Church in the city, to attend

the celebration of Grand Mass. There were a few other stu-

dents from the United States
; yet no attempt was made, even

by indirection, to influence our religious opinions. AYhen I

left the College to return to my home. Monsieur Roque, on

taking leave of me, with strong and affectionate expressions
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of interest in mj future welfare, said to me,
" You have, no

doubt, noticed that we have never spoken to you on the sub-

ject of religion ;
but you know, from the frequency of our

daily services, how essential to our salvation we consider it.

"We knew that your father was a Protestant, and it was as a

Protestant child that he placed you with us for your educa-

tion
;
and we should have been guilty of a breach of trust if

we had sought to convert you from his way of thinking.

But I trust, my dear child, that you wiU be a religious man,
and that you will never allow a day to pass without thank-

ing our Heavenly Father for his mercies to you, and asking
his blessing on your future life." I need not say that I was

deeply affected by this good man's parting words. The other

priests
—Houdet, Eiviere, and Richards—took leave of me in

the same affectionate manner, and I had a pleasant correspond-

ence with several of them until the bonds between us were sev-

ered by their death. My conduct was satisfactory to them,
and my proficiency in study was in advance of that of most of

my fellow-students. Indeed, I was usually at the head of my
class, or next to the head

;
and my instructors often encour-

aged me to exertion by telling me that I had talents, which,

with diligent cultivation, would give me a distinguished career

in life. I paid a visit to the College not long ago. It had

been removed from a suburb on the river to the mountain

which overlooks the city and gives it its name, Mont-real. Of
the personnel of the institution none remained but the porter,

who was nearly a hundred years of age; and as my visit

brought to my remembrance the good men who had sent out

on the voyage of life hundreds of youths with so rich a freight

of well-formed habits and pure counsels, it suggested with

striking vividness a thought which has recently by a popular
author been moulded into a beautiful and just tribute to the

unobtrusive labors of some of the world's best benefactors and

guides :
" The growing good of the world is partly dependent

on unhistoric acts
;
and tliat things are not so iU with you

and me as they might have been is haK owing to the num-
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ber who lived faithfully a hidden life and rest in unvisited

tombs."*

The year 1812 is made memorable in our history by the

declaration of war against Great Britain. Wearied with her

long-continued depredations on our commerce and her insults

to our flag, Congress began early in the year to prepare for

seeking redress by an appeal to arms, and by passing an act

to raise a large military force. I was then nearly fourteen

years of age, and had been fifteen months in College. My
father intended that I should remain there another year ;

but

in view of the threatening aspect of our relations with Great

Britain he determined to withdraw me, and wrote that he

would call for me and take me with him to Quebec, which he

wished to see.f Before he could execute his purpose he re-

* My father's stay at the College of Montreal, though brief, was not

without a strong and lasting influence on his life. He held the place,

and the venerable and devoted priests, in loving and grateful remem-

brance, and delighted to recall incidents connected with the time spent

under their care. I remember, in particular, his account of the Easter

service in the chaj)el; and how he would repeat, and sing to the old

plain song tune, the hymn which the school-boys sung that day:

" O Filii et Filiae,

Rex coelestis. Rex gloria?

Morte surrexit hodie,

Alleluia! Alleluia!"

The visit to his old Alma Mater, to which he modestly alludes, was

made in the year 1865, when he was a major-general in the United States

service, and Commander of the Department of the East. Being in

Montreal on business of the Government, he was invited to the College,

and received there with eveiy attention and honor. My father had

nothing of that strong feeling against the Roman Catholic Church

which was, and is, so marked a feature in the Puritans and their de-

scendants. He had devoted friends and lovers among its people ;
when

he lay ill prayers were offered for him daily in more than one religious

house, and, after his death, the holy sacrifice was tenderly ofiered on their

altars for the repose of his soul.

+
"
Boscawen, May, 12, 1812.

" My deak Boy,—I have written to Mr. Peterson to make preparations
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ceived the appointment of major in the army, and sent me a

summons to return home immediately. I had hardly reached

the frontier when war was declared, and all citizens of the

United States over fourteen years of age were ordered to leave

Canada, or take the oath of allegiance to Great Britain. It

was a source of great regret to my father, and has always been

to me, that my studies in this excellent institution were thus

abruptly and prematurely terminated. I spoke French with

tolerable fluency, and had acquired a perfect accent, but an-

other year was needed to enable me to write and speak it with

the same freedom as my native tongue. Is o child ever had

greater cause for thankfulness to a parent than I had to my
father for his untiring efEorts to give me a superior education.*

for your return the last of this month
;
am very sorry that my business

is such as to prevent me from coming for you. I had anticipated much

pleasure from an idea of the journey. Adams, you will be careful of

yourself, your trunks, etc., on your journey. You must have a trunk that

will hold your books and clothes, and they must be stowed perfectly

close and crowded very hard, otherwise when you travel in the stages

your things will be worn to a chowder; very particular attention is

necessary in this respect when journeying in stages. Doct. Shattuck is

desirous that you should be at Boston in the month of June, otlierwise I

should not have sent for you until you could have had Mr. Peterson's

company. I am not without hopes, however, that you will still have his

or that of some other acquaintance or gentleman travelling this way.

Adams, do not fail to tender my warmest thanks and your own to your

worthy governors and tutors, for their paternal care and kind attention

to you. Am in haste, my dear boy,
" Your affectionate Father, T. Drx, Jr.

"John Adams Dix."

* The following letter, addressed to his father by Monsieur Roque, the

head of the seminary, is a testimonial to the merit of the student and the

fidelity of the teachers :

"Monsieur,—Je ne r^pondis point dans le tems a la lettre par laquelle

vous m'annonciez votre fils, parcequ'il me dit que vous n'auriez point ft

portfie quelqu'un pour la traduire. Maintenant il la traduira lui-mgme.

11 possfede passablement la langue franyoise, et il auroit encore mieux

rgussi si sa sant6 n'avait pas 6t6 dgrang^e de tems en tems. ilalgre
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On my return from Montreal I was sent to Boston, and

placed in the family of Dr. George Cheyne Shattuck, a dis-

tant relative of the family, and one of the most eminent phy-
sicians of that city. My father was first appointed to the

l^ew Hampshire Regiment, which was to form a part of the

new levies
;
but the numerical force of the regiments having

been reduced from two thousand to one thousand men, he

was transferred to the corps to be raised in Maryland, and

was ordered to Baltimore to recruit his battalion.* It was

cela, il a occup6 les plus hautes places dans sa classe. On I'a appliqu6
au fran^ois, au Latin, et a la g6ograpbie. J'ai reconnu en lui du talent,

et j'ai 6t6 satisfait do sa conduite. Mr. Peterson m'a oflfert vos rcmerci-

ments. Pour moi, je d6sire que cet enfant vraiment interessant rdussisse

dans son gducation, et que le peu que nous avons fait pour lui contribue

a en faire un honnete homme et un bon ChrCticn.

"J'ai riionneur d'gtre, avec consideration. Monsieur,
" Votrc tres-bumble et trfes-obdissant serviteur,

"
ROQTJE,

" P'"- direcf- du i^etit s€minaire.

"Montreal, 23 Mai, 1813."

*
Major Dix was very restless at being kept in Baltimore on the dull

business of recruiting. Pie wrote to the Secretary of War as follows :

"
Baltimore, October 17, 1812."

" Hon. "Wm. Eustis, Secretary of War:
"
Sir,
—At the time I accepted an appointment in the army I was in

daily expectation of a war with Great Britain. A zealous desire to take

an active part in avenging the wrongs of our much-injured and degraded

country, and a desire of distinction as a soldier, were my inducements

for entering the lists. I have now for five months been actively engaged
in the recruiting service, and could I suppose that the interest of my
country would be promoted by my continuance in this service, I would

be silent still. But, Sir, the season is far advanced; it is impossible to

raise recruits fast here, or in this vicinity ;
it is not probable that more

than another company can be sent from here in time to serve in this

year's campaign ;
the troops which are to go from here next week will

be in season to see actual service, and so strong is my inclination to pro-

ceed with them that I know not how to be reconciled to remain. Could

I be assured that ' the battles would not all be fought and the laurels all

gathered
' the present campaign, I would content myself to stay. But,

Sir, if it is the expectation and intention to force as far as possible into
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under these circumstances that Dr. Shattuck took charge of

me. He spared time from an extensive practice to hear my
recitations in Latin, and he engaged several personal friends

to give me instruction in other studies. Xathan Hale, editor

of the Boston Advertiser, gave me lessons in mathematics
;

Senor Sales, afterward Professor of Modem Languages at Har-

vard University, in Spanish ;
and Captain Morse, of the new

levies, a tragedian of some note at that period, who had just

received his commission, and was recruiting his company, in

elocution. It was the latter who, as has been mentioned

previously in these memoirs, gave my father a flattering ac-

count of my progress under his tuition. I was unquestion-

ably greatly benefited by his instruction. Whether it would

have been of a different character if he had been preparing
me for the stage, I cannot say. But there was nothing in his

teachings wliich had the least savor of the dramatic. It was the

calmness and dignity of the forum, which he took pains to im-

press on me as characteristic of the highest order of oratory.*

the enemy's lines this season, I beseech you that I may not be left be-

hind. I have the honor to be, etc., T. Dix, Jr.,

"Major, 14th Regiment U. S. Infantry."

His services, however, were deemed of too much importance to be dis-

pensed with, and he was required to remain.

* "
Baltimore, October 3, 1813.

"Adams, MY dear Boy,—You are, I conclude, pursuing your studies

•with as much zeal as your health ^vill allow of. Should you attend to

mathematics more than one quarter, I wish you may at the same time

attend to elocution with Mr. Morse, provided he is in Boston and can

attend you. In case you cannot have his instruction, probably there is

some other person you can have. I wish you to commence the study of

the Spanish language soon
;
I think four or six weeks more at mathe-

matics will be as much as will be profitable at present. You ought oc-

casionally to look into your Greek and Latin books. I have written to

Dr. Shattuck on the subject of your studies.
" Your aflfectionate Father, Timothy Dix, Major,

" 14th Regt. U. S. Infantry,

"Baltimore, Maryland.
" N.B.—Address your letters as above."
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The six months which I passed under the direction of these

accomplished gentlemen were months of unceasing labor, and

the habits of application which I acquired were of infinite

service to me in after-life. Certainly, no young man of my
age could have had advantages superior to mine

;
and when

thrown upon my own unassisted exertions, a few years later,

I often felt that I had not profited by them as I might have

done if I had appreciated them at the time as I ought. But

I had become possessed with so strong a desire to go into the

military service, that I was becoming indifferent to my studies,

and Dr. Shattuck advised my father to gratify me.* The lat-

* With what reluctance Dr. Shattuck consented may be inferred from

the following letter, which my father preserved with the utmost care,

and gave to me, years ago, for safe keeping :

" Deak Sir,
—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of yours

in relation to Adams' going to the army. While my mind is filled with

regret that a lad of such promise is to be surrounded with temptations
almost too heavy not to canker his present unexceptionable habits of in-

dustry and virtue, some solace is found in the expectation that he will be

pretty constantly guarded by a father's vigilance. Your son has a genius
which quite as well qualifies him for excellence in the civil as the mili-

tary department; and the civil department holds uj) more splendid rec-

ords for the exercise of great talents than are to be found in the military

of a Republic which is little liable to invasion. These remarks are found-

ed on the possible influence of an acquaintance in the army to give your
son an unconquerable predilection for a military life, which, if there be

stability in our republican institutions, could promise no man of talents

any adequate reward. Capt. Ebenezer Morse says Adams possesses un-

common constitutional fiicilities for becoming an orator—the forum, not

the camp, is the place for the gift of tongues. I hope you will not relin-

quish the idea of his becoming a graduate at some respectable university,

and that you will encourage him in gaining an extended knowledge of

the Latin and Greek languages and of mathematics, before he may go
to the university. The Hon. J. Q. Adams is said to have translated (on

paper) the classics into English, whicli, at thesamc time it directed his

attention to tlie critical comprehension of the learned languages, gave
him great facility in English composition. Your son has translated into

English the orations of Cicero, which he has studied while at our house.

I submit it to your serious consideration whether Adams would not bo



1798-1821.] IRREPRESSIBLE MILITARY ARDOR. 43

ter, who -wished me to go to college, and then embrace one of

the learned professions, did everything in his power to discour-

age me
;
and it was not until I had actually filled up and

signed a blank enlistment, and asked him to let me go into

the service as a common soldier, that he gave way. When
the Senators from Xew Hampshire, recommended him for a

major's appointment he wrote to the Secretary of "War that he

would not refuse a captaincy, if he could not have a higher

rank, and that he was determined to go into the service, even

if he had to go as volunteer.* I asked him whether so patri-

otic an example by the father ought not to be followed by the

son. He had no answer to such a home question, and finally

told me he would endeavor to procure for me the appoint-

advantaged by making a careful written translation of all the Latin and
Greek classics he may study.

"Adams has pledged his word that all his time (not necessarily de-

voted to the study of military tactics) shall be consumed in the. study of

languages and mathematics. That you may be prospered in all your
laudable undertakings, but especially your efforts to train Adams to a

high degree of honorable usefulness, is the earnest wisli of, Sir, your
friend and servant, Geo. C. Shattuck.

" Timothy Dix, Esquire.

"Boston, January 17, 1812."

* The following is a copy of the letter referred to. It is uncertain to

whom it was addressed, but probably to one of the Senators from New
Hampshire, at Washington :

"
Boscawen, February 3i, 1812.

"My dear Sir,
—Yours of the oth instant has just come to hand.

Could I be assured that my only destination would be a descent on the

Canadas, I would accept the command of a company, or even less. In

fact, I am determined, in such an event, to go in some capacity, if it

should be that of a private volunteer. But I have no notion of being
concerned in any long, lazy establishment, or in an idle Oxford war, or

even in a stationary guard for our seaboard fortifications. An idea that

I might be of some use to my country in case of a descent on Canada,
was my motive for proposing myself as a candidate for a field-office; and,
actuated by the same motive, I will not refuse an inferior command, pro-
vided you are confident this will be my only destination. In any other

I am sure I could not be useful. Yours truly,
" Tnio. Dix, Jr."



44 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS BIX.

ment of cadet. To satisfy him how well qualified I was to

endure the hardships of a campaign, I availed myself of the

opportunity, while visiting friends twenty-eight miles out of

Boston, to walk into the city between breakfast and tea, with

a crust of bread in my pocket, greatly to the distress of my
legs and the disturbance of my digestion for the next three or

four days. The cadet's appointment came at last :

"War Department, December 11, 1813.

"
Sir,
—Herewith enclosed you will receive the appointment of Cadet

in the Service of the United States; on receipt of which you will please

to communicate your acceptance or non-acceptance, and in case of ac-

cepting, you will report yourself to Major Dix, of the 14th Infantry, and

receive his orders. Respectfully,
" W. EUSTIS.

" Cadet J. A. Dix, Boston."

Accompanying this was the following letter :

"
Baltimore, December 14, 1813.

" MoN CHER FiLs,
—You will find herewith an appointment which will

doubtless be gratifying to you. I must, however, caution you against

being too much gratified. I really have many doubts whether it Avill or

will not eventually be for your advantage.

"You will not by any means suffer it to interrupt your literary pur-

suits. In fact, OTO?i cher Jils, you must 'double your diligence,' and the

zeal of your exertions for useful knowledge must be limited only by a

regard for your health.

" Should you think proper to accept the appointment, something like

the enclosed will be proper for your answer to the Secretary of War
;

copy it handsomely on a good sheet of letter paper, and enclose it in an-

other thick paper. I shall write you again and give you some direc-

tions. You will write to me immediately on receipt of this.

" Am in much haste, mon cherfils,
" Your afiectionate Father, T. D., Jr.

"J. A. D."

In pursuance of this exhortation to renewed diligence I

had no sooner reached Baltimore than my father entered my
name as a day-scholar in St. Mary's College ;

and in the even-

ing, and often before school-hours in the morning, I assisted
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him in his duties as a recruiting oflficer.* With these com-

bined occupations I think I was as diligently employed dur-

ing the ensuing three months as I had ever been at any period

of my life.

In March, 1813, my father's battalion and two or three ad-

ditional companies were ready for the field, and he took me
with him to Washington, to close his recruiting accounts,f

* There were other duties in addition to these. In the latter part of

the year 1812 the towns in the Chesapeake were threatened by the Brit-

ish fleet, and Major Dix was, in addition to his duties at Baltimore,

charged with the command of Annapolis, forty miles distant. The fol-

lowing letter, written by him to the Adjutant-general, shows his activity

and devotion to the public service :

"
Baltimore, December 14, 1812.

"
SiK,
—After parting with the Secretary of "War you permitted me to

make my election whether to go to Annapolis myself, or send one of my
captains. On considering all circumstances I think it most advisable to

do both ; that is, I will repair to Annapolis immediately, and take charge
of the forts. I can, without injury to the recruiting rendezvous, take

sixty-five recruits and a captain with me. I will spend Mondays, Tues-

days, and Wednesdays (and Thursdays, if thought necessary) at the forts,

and the remaining time at Baltimore.

"... I will call my son (John A. Dix), lately appointed a cadet, who
is subject to ray order, here immediately, to serve me as a clerk. He is

capable, honest, and faithful
; may receive all communications in my al>

sence, and transmit me by mail to Annapolis, immediately, copies of such

as are necessary. ... It will make my task a little more arduous, but I

am willing to undertake it. I have a horse that will carry me to An-

napolis in four hours; therefore do not value the travelling.
" However, this or any other arrangement that may be considered

advisable will be promptly attended to.

" I have the honor to be, etc., T. Dix,
"
Major, 14th Regiment U. S. Infantry.

"T. H. CcsHisG, Esq., Adjutant-generaL"

+
"
Baltimore, March 3, 1813.

"
Sir,
—You will doubtlessly blame me for not writing you sooner, but

I have been very much engaged since I have been here, and have had

time to write home but once.

" On my arrival here I found I had more to do than I had imagined.

My father, besides inspecting the accounts of all the officers in his dis-
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He presented me as a newly-appointed cadet to General Arm-

strong, tlie Secretary of War, who said to me,
" So you are

going to the Military Academy ;
what preparation have you

made ?" I told him what my studies had been during the

two preceding years, and what progress I had made in French,

Spanish, mathematics, and the classics, when he said,
"
Well,

young gentleman, I think there is not much for you to learn

at West Point, except military tactics. How would you like

to go to the frontier ?" I replied, of course, that I should be

delighted.
"
Then," said he,

"
if your father will consent, I

will give you an ensign's commission." The consent was

trict, has six returns to make out every week, duplicates of which he for-

wards to the Adjutant-general at Washington ;
has the command of two

forts at Annapolis; and has to receive and deliver clothing, money, etc.,

to all the recruiting officers in Maryland and the District of Columljia,
" I am kept continually on the run or delivering clothing to the offi-

cers. I have been to Washington, Annapolis, and Georgetown, and

expect to go to Annapolis again in a short time.

" My father has been very much engaged for a week in sending a de-

tachment of men to the lines, consisting of three companies of infantry

and one of riflemen, under the command of Colonel Winder.
"
They will march for Albany to-morrow, and there will receive fur-

ther orders, which will probably be to join General Dearborn's army.

"By the short description which I have given you of the situation of

our affairs you will easily discover that I have but little time to study,

but depend that little shall be well employed. When the men are gone
and affairs a little settled, I shall write to Miss Williams and Mr. Doanc.

" I am very sorry for having incurred perhaps your displeasure for not

writing sooner, but I sliall be more punctual in future, as I sliall have less

to do, and more of my time also will be devoted to my studies.

" It is impossible to fix upon any number of hours to study, as on some

days I have eight or ten hours, and on others not more than two or three.

I shall not go to Annapolis to study, as I expected to do when I left Bos-

ton, but shall continue here to assist my father until he marches to Can-

ada, which will be at the end of spring.
" Please to present my respects to Mrs. Derby, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Shat-

tuck, Miss Williams, Mr. Doanc, Mr. West, aud Capt. Morse.
" Your humble servant, John Adams Dix.

" Dr. Geo. C. Suattuck."
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obtained, and on the 8tli of Marcli, 1813, when I lacked four

months of being fifteen years of age, I was appointed an en-

sign in the Fourteenth Regiment of II. S. Infantry, and joined

the army, at Sackett's Harbor, in the following April, a few

days after General Jacob Brown, then a militia officer, and

afterward Commander-in-chief of the army, repulsed an at-

tack by the British forces, and the naval commander, despair-

ing of the result, burnt all the naval and military stores cap-

tured the previous autumn at Little York, now Toronto.*

* " Sackett's Harbor, August 8, 1813.

" Honored Sir,—You will pardon my long silence when I inform you
what has been my employment, and how much I have been engaged
since I wrote you last; shortly after which I received the appointment
of an ensign in the Fourteenth Regiment. About the same time my father

received orders to collect his troops, and prepare himself to march to

the lines. To do this, settle his accounts with the officers, organize the

troops, and prepare for the march, occupied our time day and night, till

we marclied, on the 26th of May. I left the College at Baltimore with

some reluctance. My prospects for improvement were tolerable, and I

had formed several acquaintances with young gentlemen of the College
which were interesting ; among them was young Bonaparte, and sev-

eral others of the best families in Baltimore.
" Our march from Baltimore to this place was very pleasant. On ar-

riving at West Point my father, two or three of the officers, and myself
went on shore, visited the old forts, the Military Academy, etc., eta

" The forts were out of repair, but were to be repaired immediately.
There were but seventeen scholars at the Academy; about fifty more
were expected in a few weeks. Captain Partridge, of the Engineers, had
command of the post. A lieutenant from Massachusetts was the second

in command. These were the only officers there.
" The lieutenant has been in the service two or three years ; said he

. was at Cambridge College with you. We were treated with great po-
liteness by both of the officers.

" I had the pleasure at Utica to find my old friend and correspondent

Kirkland, whom you have often heard me mention. He is now a mem-
ber of the Hamilton College. His father is a wealthy, respectable law-

yer. My father halted the troops one day at Utica. I spent the whole

time with Kirkland at his fiither's, and on a visit to the College.
" The College is in Clinton, a considerable large village, eight or nine
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Shortly after my arrival an independent battalion was or-

ganized, consisting of nine companies, and placed under the

command of Major Timothy Upham, of the Twenty-first U. S.

Infantry, who appointed me his adjutant. From June to Oc-

tober this portion of the army was in entire inaction. It was

then united with the troops which had been acting on the

Niagara frontier, and the combined force was placed under

the command of General Wilkinson for the expedition against

miles from Utica. It is situated on a liill, about half of a mile from the

centre of the village. It is of wood—three stories high, and appears

very elegant from the village. There were but twenty or thirty scholars

there, but -the number is fust increasing,
" We parted with some reluctance, I assure you, though with the

promise of writing one another once a week.

"My attention is at present somewhat engaged with military affairs,

and I am very much pleased with the employment, I assure you, but be-

lieve I shall not lose my rolish for civil society. I am attached to a

company, and do my share of all the duties, I spend two or three hours

each day in the Adjutant -general's office as an assistant. This will

afford me an opportunity of understanding all the details of an army.

Tiie Adjutant-general is a smart, active, vigilant, and experienced officer,

and possesses very brilliant talents,

"I will mention a circumstance which, I fancy, will please you. My
father, before he would permit me to accept my appointment, required

me to give him a bond under hand and seal obligating me to 'remain

in the service no more than two years, then to leave the army and finish

my studies, unless I should obtain his permission ; or, in case of his de-

cease, Dr. Siiattuck's permission to remain a longer time,'

"
I brought with me a number of school-books, which I attend to two

or three hours each day, I shall endeavor, therefore, to hold my ground
at least in literature,

"My father sends his respects to your family. Please to present mine

to IVIrs. Derby's and Mr. West's families, i\Ir?. Davis, Mrs, Shattuck, Made-

moiselle Williams, Monsieur Doane, etc,

" Votre tres-humble aerviteur,

"J, A, Dix„
«'Dr. Geo. C. Shattucic,

" N.B.—Please to direct a letter to '

Ensign John A, Dix, 14th Regt,

U, S. Inf
,
Sackett's Harbor, N. Y,'

"
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Montreal, in whicli General Hampton was to co-operate with

an army concentrated at Plattsburg. The movement disas-

trously failed, from a "want of harmony between these two

jealous commanders.

Among the officers from my native State there were two
who were as distinguished for their eccentricity as they were

conspicuous for their coolness and courage in battle. One
was Major James Miller, of the Twenty-first Regiment of

Infantry. In the battle of Uragona, or Lundy's Lane, as it

was commonly called, the British army occupied a height de-

fended by guns, by which our troops were greatly annoyed.
General Brown rode up to Major Miller, who was at the head

of his battalion, and, pointing to the height, said,
"
Major, can

you take that battery ?" The majors prompt reply was,
"

I'll

try, sir." He put his battalion in motion, and when about

half-way up tlie height the guns opened on him, and about

twenty men at the head of the column fell. There was a mo-

ment of wavering ;
when the major, putting himself in front,

and waving his sword, called out,
" Come along, boys ;

what

are you afeared of ? Xobody wants to hurt you !" His

speech was like an electric spark, and before the guns were

reloaded they were in our possession.

The other was Lieutenant-colonel McXeil, of the same regi-

ment. He was six feet six inches in height, and better pro-

portioned than most men of his stature. He was shot in the

knee in the same battle and lamed for life. After the war
he was on a certain occasion at Concord, at the opening of the

session of the Legislature. The general was proud of his lame-

ness, and took it for granted that every man, woman, and

child in Xew Hampshire knew how it happened. "While

limping about in front of the Capitol a fresh member of the

Legislature, not much more than five feet high, was introduced

to him. The little fellow, as full of his own importance as

the general, putting his arms a-kimbo, said,
"
General, I am

very glad to make your acquaintance : how did you get
hurt?" The general, drawing himself up his full height,

I.
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and looking down upon his interrogator with supreme eon-

tempt, replied,
" I fell tlirougli a barn-floor, you devilish fool !

Did you never read the history of your country ?"

Both these ofiicers were brevetted for gallant conduct, and

were known throughout the State as Generals Miller and

MclS'eil.

I now approach the most trying period of my life. My
father had an attack of fever, and was in a very feeble state

when the movement down the St. Lawrence commenced.

The surgeon of his regiment urged him not to join in it, and

General Wilkinson offered to leave him in command of Sack-

ett's Harbor. But his regiment, a part of which had been on

the Niagara frontier, was now concentrated, and the lieuten-

ant-colonel commanding having been captured by the enemy,
the command devolved on him, and he refused to give it up
to a junior in rank. The descent of the river by our army
was unopposed until the morning of the 11th of November.

It had bivouacked the evening of the 9th on the Canadian

side, near the head of the Long Sault Bapid. It was follow-

ed by a number of British gun-boats, which had hung upon
our rear after passing Fort Prescott, opposite Ogdensburg.

My father's regiment constituted the rear-guard The after-

noon of the lOtli he had been seized with a sudden and se-

vere attack of pneumonia, and was carried from his boat to a

house on the bank of the river. At daybreak on the 11th

the enemy's gun-boats ajjpeared, and for the first time opened
their fire upon us

;
and my recollection is that the command-

er of the brigade, General Swartwout, ordered the troops to

embark and fall farther down. My father^s disease had made

such rapid progress that he was unable to walk, and he was

borne by two of his officers (Lieutenants Parker and Bennett)

and myself to his boat. Lieutenant Parker was killed the fol-

lowing spring in the ill-advised attack on La Calle Mill, near

Plattsburg ;
Lieutenant Bennett survived the war, and be-

came a paymaster in the anny. I mention their names, be-

cause they are inseparably connected in my memory with my
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father's last appearance at the head of his regiment. The bat-

tle of Chrjstler's Field commenced soon after the rear-guard

had fallen down the river about a mile from the point at

which it was attacked, and where the farther advance of the

enemy's gun-boats had been checked. I was now but little

over a mile from the field, and the roar of the artillery and

the incessant report of fire-arms were too much for me to

resist. Learning from the surgeon that my father was in no

immediate danger, I collected, without a word to any one,

about twenty of the men who had been employed as oars-

men, furnished them with arms and ammunition, and started

for the field. I had marched about half the distance when I

met Major ^N^ourse—aide-de-camp, I think, to General Wilkin-

son—who was escorting a number of prisoners just captured,

and he ordered me to take charge of them and return to the

boats. I entreated him to let me go on
;
but he was inexor-

able, as he said the guard with them was much more likely to

be serviceable than my hastily gathered squad, and I had to

turn back. He said afterward that I cried because I was not

allowed to go into the fight. It is not unlikely. I do not

remember the tears
;
but I shall never forget my disappoint-

ment and vexation. It was, no doubt, for the best
;
for I

might not have returned to afford my father the consolation

of my presence in the last hours of his life, and receive his

dying messages to the other members of his family. The

only object of the British commander in making the attack

on the rear of our army—for a portion of it had the day be-

fore moved down to Cornwall, at the foot of the Lonof Sanlt—
was to harass and annoy us. He could have had no hope of

arresting, or even of retarding materially, our advance. The
result was a hotly-contested battle-field, the loss of a few hun-

dred men on both sides, and a mutual claim to the honors of

a disputed victory. We passed the night on the banks of the

river, and the next day descended the rapid without farther

molestation, and joined our advanced forces at Cornwall.

There intelligence was received from Hampton's division
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whicli led to the abandonment of tlie expedition against

Montreal, and tlie army went into winter-quarters at French

Mills, on Salmon River. I pass over the last two days of my
painful experience. On arriving at Cornwall, after the de-

scent of the Long Sault, I was relieved from duty, and sum-

moned to my father, whose recovery was declared to be hope-
less. He was confined to the close cabin of a decked boat,

and died in it a few hours after our arrival at French Mills.

Ilis death was that of a Christian and a soldier. Niles's

Weeldy Register, the principal statistical publication of the

day, had the following paragraph :

" Colonel Dix, of the Fourteentli Regiment, a very valuable officer,

died of an inflammation of the lungs on the morning of the 14th."

And with this brief notice passed into oblivion, except in

the remembrance of his family and acquaintances, a most in-

telligent, enterprising, and patriotic citizen, of elevated tastes

and aims, of perfect integrity, and, as Mr. Webster once said

to me when we were members of the United States*Senate,
" one of the most gentlemanly men I ever knew."

Major Upham, of the Twenty-first Regiment of Infantry,

who had appointed me adjutant of his independent battalion

at Sackett's Harbor, urged me to obtain a transfer to his regi-

ment
;
and having procured a furlough, I returned with him

to ]^ew Hampshire, my native State, to aid in settling my fa-

ther's affairs, which were hopelessly embarrassed. They were

soon closed, and my step-mother removed, with my brothers

and sisters, eight in number, to Massachusetts. Early in the

'spring of 1814 I reported for duty to Major Upham, and was

soon afterward ordered to Fort Constitution, at the entrance

of the harbor of Portsmouth, Kew Hampshire. The Navy-

yard at this port made the station one of leading importance,

and the command of the forts by which it was defended was

intrusted to Colonel J. B. "Walbach, who had received his mili-

tary education in the Austrian service, and had distinguished

liimself by liis gallantry as Adjutant-general at the battle of
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Ckrjstler's Farm. In the course of the summer the force oc-

cupying the forts and the adjoining grounds numbered about

twentj-five hundred men.

A British fleet was on the coast, and an attack was confi-

dently expected. But it was not made, and the war closed

with the Treaty of Ghent, in February, 1815. Colonel Walbach

appointed me his adjutant, and I served in that capacity until

the garrisons were put on a peace estabhshment, when I was

assigned to company duty. I remained under his command
until 1818. During these three years I was an assiduous stu-

dent, chiefly of history and the classics. For this industrious

occupation of my time I was greatly indebted to the friend-

ship of Captain Fabius Whiting, an accomplished ofiicer, and

to an occasional letter of encouragement from Dr. Shattuck,

whose friendship I enjoyed to the close of his life. Colonel

Walbach was a most rigid disciplinarian, and for several years
after the termination of hostilities kept the garrison, in every-

thing but numbers, on a war-footing, though there was not

an enemy within thousands of miles. An oflicer of the guard
was regularly detailed, and was compelled to sit up all night.

My turn came about once a week. We had a guard-book, in

which we were required, in order to insure our watchfulness,

to record the state of the weather at every hour of the night.
This book was submitted to the colonel's inspection by the

officer of the guard every morning, and at Captain Whiting's

suggestion I undertook to break the monotony of the registra-

tion, which was as barren as a ship's log on a smooth voyage,

by quotations from the poets. It was not without some ap-

prehension of a rebuke from the colonel that I handed him
the book in the morning, with the following notes on a gath-

ering storm, and on the coming of the dawn :

" The "vveary clouds, slow meeting, mingle into solid gloom."

"Aurora now, fair daughter of the dawn,
In rosy lustre gilds the dewy lawn."'
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I incline to tlie belief that this is the first instance in which a

guard-book has been enlivened by poetical annotations on the

phenomena of tlie atmosphere. It was an agreeable relief

when the colonel, after devoting more time to the inspection

of it than usual, handed it back to me, with a grim smile,

without saying a word.

I commenced at this early period a practice from which I

have derived the greatest benefit—that of committing to writ-

ing the impressions I received from all I read. The benefit

was twofold. It served to fix more durably in my memory
the facts and the ideas wdiich I deemed most valuable

;
and it

tended to give me a freedom of style, which was of infinite

advantage when I became actively engaged in the business of

life. I was not in the habit of submitting these critiques and

compendiums (for my compositions took both forms) even to

friendly criticism
;
and in looking into them after the lapse of

years I found the earlier ones abounding in verbiage, and run-

ning into a turgidity of style wdiich gradually disajDpeared as

I became familiar with the best English writers, and especially

as my acquaintance with the Koman authors grew more inti-

mate. From the latter I made copious quotations, and was in

the habit of using them quite freely at a later period, when I

became a writer for the periodical press. I think it safer for

very young writers to err on the side of inflation than severity

of style ;
for while good taste eventually chastises and corrects

the former, the latter is almost certain to run into meagre-
ness and inelegance. For this reason the pruning of youth-

ful compositions should be guided by a prudent forbearance

on the part of instructors.

The years which followed my father's deatli were full of

anxiety and trial for me. As I have said, his affairs had be-

come hopelessly embarrassed, and his large family were left

with very inadequate means of supjoort. With the small sal-

ary which I derived from my commission I nevertheless, by

rigid economy, was able to contribute something to eke out

their annual income; and I think this necessity, which render-
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ed it impossible for me to take part in amusements and social

indulgences requiring tlie expenditure of money, served to

make my devotion to study more unremitting. I owe much

to the habits of economy thus forced upon me for years, and

engrafted on me, as it were, in my youth. One of their in-

separable accompaniments is a dread of debt. It has accom-

panied me through life. During the sixteen years of my ser-

vice in the army I only once made a loan. I borrowed one

hundred dollars of a friend in an emergency, and repaid him

in less than two months. Another accompaniment equally

inseparable, and equally important in an economical as well as

a moral sense, is never to use for a single day a single dollar

paid into our hands for others. In the financial trusts con-

fided to me I have never violated in any instance for a single

hour this cardinal rule of fiduciary obligation. How much of

personal dishonor would have been preserved from taint,

how much of distress and mortification have been spared, if

this rule were generally respected !

A year or two after the close of the war my step-mother

received a pension, as the widow of an officer who had lost his

life in the military service
;
and as my sisters grew up they

married, and the condition of the family became free from care.

"While Colonel "Walbach was in command at Portsmouth

the artillery arm of the military service was organized as a

corps, and I was transferred to it from the Twenty-first Regi-

ment of Infantry. It was subsequently divided into four regi-

ments, and Colonel House, a most accomplished officer and a

perfect gentleman, became the commander of the regiment,

formed out of the companies in the Eastern States. He ap-

pointed me his adjutant, and after a year I was again placed on

company service, and was assigned to the command of Fort

Washington, on the Potomac, opposite Mount Yemon, at the

close of the year ISIS, while the fortification was in process of

construction. I was there but a few months. Another stafi

appointment
—that of regimental quarter-master

—took me to

Fort Columbus, in the Harbor of !^^ew York, in January, 1S19.
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In tlie montli of Marcli following I was appointed aide-de-

camp to Major-general Jacob Brown, then in command of the

IS^orthern Military Department of the United States, while

Major-general Andrew Jackson, afterward President of the

United States, commanded the Southern. From the close of

the War of 1812—in February, 1814—I had been for the

most part in garrison and a diligent student. As one of

General Brown's military family my life underwent a radical

change. I was from that moment involved for a portion of

the year in all the activities, excitements, and indulgences of

fashionable society. The presence of the general, whose dis-

tinguished military career ranked him among the first of

American commanders, was eagerly sought, and I remember

my first appearance on his staff was at a brilliant assemblage
of the beauty, talent, and wealth of the city of IN^ew York at

the house of one of its most conspicuous citizens. I was de-

clining to allow him to present me to one of the belles of the

city, renowned for her wit as well as her grace, because, as I

said, I was afraid I might be expected to ask her to dance, an

accomplishment I had not then acquired. I was not aware

that she was standing so close to us that she could not help

overhearing our conversation. With her readiness to meet

emergencies she turned toward us, and, addressing the gen-

eral, said,
"
General, if you were to ask me to dance, I should

be under the painful necessity of refusing you, for I am en-

gaged for the rest of the evening." In the midst of my con-

fusion he presented me, and it was the beginning of an ac-

quaintance which ripened into a lasting friendship.

The general passed his winters in Washington, and his sum-

mers, excepting when he was engaged in tours of inspection,

at Brownville, Jefferson County. We set out immediately for

his home, and at Albany he was again intercepted, to dine

with De Witt Clinton, then Governor of the State, whose

dignified and commanding presence made an impression on

me which I have never forgotten. My awe might have been

somewhat diminished if I could have looked forward lialf a
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century and seen mjseK occupying the same distinguished

position.

Brownville was a quiet, pleasant village of very moderate

dimensions. The inhabitants consisted chiefly of the laboring

classes, with two or three families only of whom the general

visited. After testing my capacity by giving me two or

three despatches to write, he intrusted to me nearly all of his

general official correspondence ; yet in a country village, free

from social exactions, I still had a good deal of time at my
disposal, and I did not fail to avail myself of it to pursue my
studies. The prospect of a long peace seemed to me to afford

little opportunity for gaining distinction, and I decided to

commence the study of the law, with a view to resign my mil-

itary commission and engage in civil pursuits. I commenced,
like most law students, with the inevitable Blackstone, and,

with some friendly counsel from the village lawyer, I made

very respectable progress in my new undertaking during the

two summers I was under his supervision. The winters I

passed in Washington, gaining more and more knowledge of

the world, and becoming acquainted with most of the distin-

guished men of that day, but with little respite from the

social exigencies incident to my position for study and mili-

tary duty. My name, however, was entered in the office of

William Wirt, the Attorney-general of the United States, and

under his friendly auspices I was admitted to the Bar of the

District of Columbia, although never engaged in practice

there. My most familiar association was with Mr. Calhoun,
then Secretary of War under Mr. Monroe's administration,

and for several years after I left Washington a confidential

correspondence was carried on between us. Political differ-

ences in 1828 estranged us
;
but we sat together in the United

States Senate in 1846-'47, and with no diminution of our

mutual respect and good-will.

Mr. Calhoun was a man of singular personal purity, and his

charms of conversation were in-esistible, particularly to young

men, who always received from him especial kindness and
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courtesy. His intellectual powers, the vicissitudes of liis

career, and liis peculiar construction of the Constitution, form

too large a theme for these reminiscences. He was a contem-

porary and a competitor with "Webster and Clay for political

honors, and a frequent antagonist with them in debate in the

Senate of the United States
;
and it may be justly said that he

came out of these encounters without forfeiting his claim to a

place in the same plane of public distinction.

In the spring of I went witli General Brown on an

excursion into the interior of Yirginia, the chief object of

which was to pay a visit to Mr. Madison and Mr. Jefferson.

Our first pause was at Montpelier, the residence of the former,

in Orange County. It was under his administration that the

general received the commission which laid the foundation of

his military reputation, and I need not say that the meeting
was a cordial one on both sides. "VVe passed two days with

him, charmed with his interesting and instructive conversa-

tion, the graceful and unaffected hospitality of his wife, and

the devoted attention of his son, Payne Todd. Mr. Madison

was of low stature and quiet manners, and with no physical

traits to mark the eminence he had attained
;
but his conver-

sation, though simple and unpretending, would soon have im-

pressed one entirely ignorant of his political career with the

conviction that he was a man of great intellectual power, with

a large and varied experience in public affairs.

Mr. Jefferson, whose house (Monticello), in Albemarle

County, we reached the night of the day on which we left

Montpelier, contrasted strongly in person and manners with

Mr, Madison. lie was tall, dignified, and stately, less conver-

sational, except when warmed by a congenial topic, but com-

menting with singular frankness and freedom on men as

well as things. I cannot better illustrate this last trait than

by repeating a remark in regard to Mr. Monroe, who was

President of the United States from 1817 to 1825, and to

whom, I believe, he was attached by a life-long friendship.
"
Monroe," he said,

" was a man of remarkable judgment and
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common-sense. If an object was placed before him lie would

be sure to reach it, but he could never tell jou how he got

there." lie spoke of the family of Louis XYI. with great

contempt, with 'an obvious sympathy with the French Kevo-

lution, apart from its atrocities. The leaning of Mr. Madison

in the same direction may be referred, perhaps, without a

forced construction to the fact that he gave a French name to

his residence. Mr. Jefferson must unquestionably be consid-

ered, when his varied accomplishments are taken into account,

the most remarkable man of his time. He was a natural phi-

losopher, profoundly versed in political science, an accom-

plished musician, and a tasteful architect. His house, design-

ed by himself, was a faultless specimen of Italian architecture.

I was much addicted in my young days to drawing, and as I

was finishing a sketch of it he came along, and, looking over

my shoulder, said, much to my gratification,
"
Yery exact." I

believe this sketch furnished the illustration in Eandall's Life

of Jefferson. The preceding year, while at an evening party

in New York, at which there was a good deal of music. Cap-
tain Bibby, the host, said to me,

•' I see you are very fond of

music
;
do you play on any instrument T' I answered that I

played a little on the viohn. "
That," said he,

" was my instru-

ment when I was a young man." He then told me that he

was an aide-de-camp of the British General Frazer, who was

killed at Saratoga a few days before the surrender of Bur-

goyne ;
that he was sent as a prisoner of war to Charlottes-

ville, three miles from Monticello, and that he had played
duets with Mr. Jefferson on the violin. He added,

'' Mr. Jef-

ferson was one of the best amateur violinists I ever knew."

I mentioned this conversation to Mr. Jefferson, who re-

membered Captain Bibby perfectly ;
and he then told me he

had practised four hours a day on the violin for ten years

when he was a young man
;
that he had taken lessons of one

of the first violinists in France while he was Minister at

Paris, and that he gave up his violin when he became Secre-

tary of State to General "Washington. He added,
'' I wish I
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liad learned to play on the liarpsicliord, as my fingers are too

stiff for tlie violin, for in that case I might have amused my-
self in my old age."

I was very much surprised at these personal revelations.

I had practised on the violin two hours a day for five years,

and was able to play music not very difficult. But I gave up
my violin soon afterward, for I said to myself,

" If Mr. Jeffer-

son gave up his after so much more practice than I, I will

act on his suggestion, and learn the piano sufficiently well to

amuse myself." 1 did so
;
and I will add that I do not think

I have ever lost any valuable time by studying music
;
for

my practice has always been after full hours of labor, when
I should otherwise have given myself up to lounging.
The winters I passed in Washington were prolific of excit-

ing debates in Congress, to many of which I was an auditor.

The one which was most fruitful of angry controversy, of

wide-spread interest, of deep feeling, and even of fears in tim-

id quarters for the preservation of the Union, was in regard
to the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union, with

a provision prohibiting slavery north of the latitude of 36° 30'.

I was so fortunate as to hear the two speeches which, on op-

posite sides of the question, were considered the most able

and are to this day the most noted—those of Mr. Pinkney of

Maryland against the prohibition, and Rufus King of New
York in favor of it. It would be difiicult to conceive a

greater contrast than that in the oratory of the two senators.

Mr. King's was calm, dignified, argumentative, forcible, and

at times fervid. Pinkney's was impassioned, fiery, and some-

times bordering on violence, but sustained throughout with

surpassing logical power. It is generally conceded to have

been the most effective effort of his life
;
and in the history

of our public debates nothing, perhaps, is so much to be re-

gi'etted as the fact that this speech was not fully reported.

Rufus King responded in all respects to my conception of an

old Roman senator, maintaining in his manner the quiet dig-

nity appropriate to the undisputed masters of the greatest
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empire of the ancient world. Mr. Pinkney seemed to me
like one of the democratic orators of antiquity, whose aim it

was to carry with them the passions as well as the convictions

of the masses, by whom the movements of the government
were swayed. I thought in one or two instances that the ve-

hemence of the manner was disproportioned to the thought

wliich it was intended to emphasize. For instance, I remem-

ber as he stood beside his seat he rushed forward three or

four steps, and, with a tremendous siipplosio pedis, one of

the devices of ancient oratory, he pronounced the words,
" Distance is a mighty engine !" Untrained as I was at that

time in the school of oratory, it struck me that the sentiment,

separated from the accessary, did not justify so passionate an

utterance. But of the immense power of the orator and his

finished dehvery no listener could entertain a doubt.

One of the chief celebrities of the time when I was hiber-

nating in Washington was John Handolph of Koanoke. He
was as remarkable in his dress as he was in physical character-

istics. Tall, lean, straight as an arrow, his ungainly walk was

made more conspicuous by a jockey-cap and a cape over a

long surtout.

Willard's Hotel, on the Pennsylvania Avenue, near the

Treasury Department, was then known as Strothei*s'. It was

the chief hotel in the city, and contained many of the most

distincniished members of both Houses of Congress. Mr. Yan

Buren, Louis McLane, and General Yan Pensselaer of Albany,
known as the Patroon, had then parlors which were fashion-

able resorts in the evening. The most frequented of these

places of meeting was that of John D. Dickinson, a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, from Troy, X. Y. His

daughter, an only child—afterward the wife of Ogle Tayloe,

of Washington
—made it particularly attractive by her charm-

ing manners and conversation, as well as by her musical tal-

ent. I was then practising on the violin, and we played in-

numerable duets—generally by ourselves, but sometimes for

the entertainment of others. Randolph was an occasional
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visitor, and paid courtly attentions to the young lady
—not

witli any hymeneal purpose, for, apart from the disparity of

age, he was notoriously not a marrying man. One Saturday

evening, when Mrs. Dickinson's parlor was thronged with the

elite of the capital, the subject of 'conversation was Edward

Everett, then a young Unitarian clergyman, who had come

to Washington with a distinguished reputation as a pulpit

orator, and whose friends had obtained permission for him to

preach the following day in the Hall of the House of Repre-
sentatives. Mr. Randolph came in when discussion was at its

height. He took no part in it, until Mrs. Dickinson, turning
to him, said,

" Mr. Randolph, are you going to hear Mr. Ever-

ett to-morrow ?" I remember well, as the hush of voices in-

dicated the general interest in his answer, how a low murmur
of mingled import ran through the room, as he replied, in a

sententious fashion not unusual with him, and in his high-

toned, squeaking voice,
" Can't patronize Antichrist, madam."

I did not know to what branch of the Christian Church he

belonged ;
it was quite manifest that he was not unwilling to

proclaim himself an uncompromising Trinitarian.

[Here my father's memoranda come abruptly to an end, and I must

continue the work alone, to my great regret, and, no doubt, to that of

the readers of the pages which follow.]
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II.

My fathers notes of liis childhood and earKer years come

dovni to 1821. That date is important, as foreshadowing the

transition from the military service to the occupations of civil

life. He has mentioned the strong opposition made to his

entering the army, and how earnestly he was counselled to

leave it as soon as a proper time should arrive. Inclining to

this advice, he began, as early as the year 1819, to read law,

and, although still in the military service, pursued his studies

with a view to a change of profession. The design is stated

in a letter to the Honorable Xathan Sanford, from which I

make the following extract :

"Washington, January 31, 1S23.

" My dear Sir,
—I beg leave to congratulate you on your nomination

to the oflSce of Chancellor of Xew York, and on the certainty with which

the confirmation is announced from all quarters. In this event no one

will rejoice more sincerely than myself, and I trust you will enjoy a per-

manency of situation, of which the characteristic instability of Xew York

politics would not in general authorize the expectation.
" In about two months I shall leave Washington for your city, and

engage earnestly in the study of the law. I have already studied two

years within the limits of the State
; and when I shall have completed

the legal term, and have so familiarized myself with the details of prac-

tice as to be justified in the belief that my industry will procure me
a subsistence, I intend to present myself for admittance at the Bar, and

divest myself of all my military connections."

The studies referred to were pursued at Brownsville, and

elsewhere in the State of Xew York, and continued at "Wash-

ington under the direction of AYilliam "Wirt, Attorney-general
of the United States.

Long before my father resigned his commission he had

L—5
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become well known as an able controversialist and an intelli-

gent critic of public affairs. It was natural that he should

feel a deep interest in the politics of the day. He seems to

have taken as active a part in them as was consistent with his

position in the military service. The Presidential campaign
which resulted in the election of John Quincy Adams, in the

year 1824, was hotly contested. Five candidates were in the

held : John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War under President

Monroe
;
William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury ;

John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State
; Henry Clay, Speaker

of the House of Representatives ;
and General Andrew Jack-

son. I shall have occasion again to refer to that remarkable

canvass in connection with my father's political history; for

the present it is sufficient to say that, like most of the gentle-

men of the army, lie was an enthusiastic admirer and staunch

supporter of Mr. Calhoun, whose cause he advocated with a

practised and facile pen. That distinguished statesman, in a

letter to him from Washington, September 28, 1823, attests

the value and importance of his work as a writer on public

aifairs :

" I write at present, not to communicate information (for I

believe my friends in JSTew York are well informed), but to

express the pleasure which I have derived from the perusal of

your letters. I see the cause begins to be supported as it

ought to be in your city. Let the same spirit of free, bold^

and enlightened discussion be extended to the other great

cities, and the good effects will soon be visible. This can best

be effected by correspondence."

Colonel Charles G. Haines, a member of the ISTew York Bar,

and a prominent politician of that day, writes to him about

the same time, referring to certain articles from his pen :

" It is proper for me to remark that your essays have been

republished very generally throughout the western country.*

The junior editor of the Statesman informs me that they are

* /. e.,
the western counties of the State of New York.



1821-1828.] LIIERABY INDVSTEY. 67

remarkably popular, and I have seen them reprinted in sev-

eral of the Eastern papers. All this is gratifying to me. Any
tribute to your genius gives me joy and pleasure."

I may add here that Colonel Haines was Adjutant-general
of the State under Governor CKnton

;
that he and my father

were warm friends and constant correspondents; and that,

upon the death of Colonel Haines, my father wrote and pub-
Kshed an obituary notice of him,

I have before me a large volume of newspaper cuttings,

containing a striking proof of his industry. There are articles,

published under divers noms de plume^
in many of the leading

journals of Washington, Xew York, and Albany, and compris-

ing contributions on all kinds of subjects. In the cx^lumns of

the Washington BeptiblicarC^ and National Intelligencer he

replies to criticisms on the economy and efficiency of the Sec-

retary of War, and defends the department of which Mr. Cal-

houn was then the head from "gross and unfounded charges.''

In the Neio York Statesman for the years 1822 and 1S23

may be found articles, under the signatures of "Pericles,"
"
Amphion," and "

Publicola," relating to the political state

of Europe, finance, music, and the fine arts. He also gave
a history of the Xiagara campaign of 1S12, in six successive

numbers of that journal.f The New York PatriotX contains

dissertations on the tariff, national defence, and agriculture
and manufactures, together with a series of brilliant and caus-

tic letters in which he paid special, and probably unwelcome,

respects to Major Mordecai M. Xoah. Did the space at my
command permit it, I might justify, by reprinting several of

these communications, the opinion that they display a matu-

rity of thought and a polish of style, a force of logic and an

amount of literary attainment remarkable in so young a man
;

and that they had much to do with establishing his reputation
for brightness and ability, and preparing for the transition

* A.D. 1822, signed
'•
X."' \ a.d. 1822, signed Cimon."

X A.D. 1823, signed "Fabius."'
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from the narrow spliere of the mihtary profession to the

broader field of political life. Meanwhile, he did not deem it

beneath him to woo the Muse of Poetry, as is evident from

the contents of another manuscript volume, filled with copies

of verses which, no donbt, were highly appreciated by the fair

ladies to whom most of them were addressed. There are

acrostics and charades, monodies over the brevity of life, com-

plimentary stanzas to reigning belles, and divers sportive effu-

sioiis. Among these I find one headed w^itli this memorandum :

"
It has been customary in Washington, on the Twelfth-

night of each year, to crown a queen, and it was the business

of the king to address her majesty, and to impose her regal

honors nj^on her head. In 1822 Miss Wirt (the daughter of

the Attorney-general) was selected for queen, and I had the

honor of being selected for king. The following address was

delivered at her coronation, in full assembly of lieads of de-

partments, members of Congress, foreign ministers, etc."

Then follow verses such as might have been expected on

the occasion, together with the queen's gracious reply to the

king's address.

It touches the heart to read these little poems, now dim in

the faded ink, and like withered leaves from which the color

fled long since
; yet it seems hardly worth while to give them

a new life in these pages. Every youth has his dream-day,
wherein he takes naturall}^ to rhyming, and seeks to express in

that form emotions that move the soul
;
but the era passes by,

and with it, perhaps, might better perish the frail memorials

of that transitory existence. The queen of the Twelfth-night,

and her king, and all her court, are dust
;
the sound of their

merriment was hushed long since
;
and now, in turning over

these little compositions, one by one, I lose sight of the young

soldier, and see him as he was forty-one years afterward, gray
and weather-worn, and seated in his quarters at Fortress Mon-

roe, overshadowed by the wide war-cloud, thinking of country

and God, and translating the awful Dies //yc, when the night-

watch had been set, and his own night was far spent.
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During those earlj years my father bore the cross of ill-

health. His account of his varied miseries and trials is suffi-

ciently entertaining to merit preservation, especially as it re-

lates a characteristic interview with one of the most learned

and eccentric of the medical profession in England. I take

it from the JVew York American. It is headed by the omi-

nous word "
Dyspepsia," and begins as follows :

" Mr. Editor,—The multitude of counsellors on tliis prevailing infirm-

ity, -wbo have humanely been spreading before mankind the history of

their experience, and laying down rules for our physical government,

have so distracted their fellow-suflferers by a variety, and even a contrari-

ety, of precept, that I consider it no more than charity to attempt the

solution of all this apparent mystery in the treatment of the disease. In

the first place, however, let us take a peep at my credentials. I have

been a dyspeptic since the year 1813, and a confirmed one since 1820.

The foundations of my complaint were laid during the campaign of

1813, by a slow fever, jaundice, and camp disease at Sackett's Harbor; by
bad pork (peste soit a messieurs les contracteurs /) ; sleeping in swamps and

mud-puddles, on General Wilkinson's celebrated movement down the

St. Lawrence in the same year ;
and living in a tent at French !Mills, lati-

tude 44° K, until the 4th of December. From 1818 to 1825 I was five

times salivated for the liver complaint
—which I never had

; my person

was subjected by the first physicians of the country to every variety of

process which the healing art (ah, much abused in name I) could devise,

and at the end of that time I was discharged as incurable
;
and a host

of leechers, cuppers, bleeders, and apothecaries, rife with my spoils, were

turned off to prey upon other victims. I commenced travelling ;
ex-

hausted my own country in novelty, from 3Iaine to Florida, and from

Lake Superior to Long Island Sound
;
traversed the Caribbean Sea, and

luxuriated as well as a miserable invalid might amid its enchanting
isles

;
crossed the Atlantic—' Mutatis terris quantum oculis '—visited al-

most every civilized country in Europe, and finally drew up in despair

at the den of that medical bear, as the world has grossly miscalled him,

Mr. Abemethy, of London. He received me with great civility, heard a

few words of my story, and cut me short as follows :

" '

Sir, you are pretty far gone, and the wonder is you are not gone en-

tirely. If you had consulted common-sense instead of the medical fac-

ulty you would probably have been well years ago. I can say nothing
to you excepting this : you must take regular exercise, as much as you can

bear without fatigue ;
as little medicine as possible, of the simplest kind,
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and tliis only wlien absolutely necessary ;
and a moderate quantity of

plain food, of the quality which you find by experience best to agree
with j-ou. No man, not even a physician, can prescribe diet for another :

"a stomach is a stomach ;" and it is impossible for any one to reason with

safety from his own to that of any other person. There are a few gen-
eral rules which any man of common-sense may learn in a week—such as

this, that rich food, high seasoning, etc., are injurious. I can say no

more to you, sir : you must go and cure yourself.'
'• This is tlie only common-sense I have heard on the subject of dys-

pepsia in the whole course of my life. From this time my cure com-

mences
; and, if I meet with no accident, I shall probably be seen some

thirtj^ years hence enjoying a green old age and a sound digestion."

These lioj)es were fulfilled
;
he did live to a green old age,

attaining nearly eighty-one years, and I remember how often

he spoke of Abernethy, in what veneration he held him, and

with what zest he would tell of the interview which he thus

described.

Still, the torment of a subtle disease gave him much annoy-

ance, and even at one time threatened his hopes of success in

the life of a civilian. In the year 1825 he appears to have

decided to remain in the army. lie writes to a friend as

follows :

"
j\[y physician has been very frank with me in relation to my health,

and has extended his view to my future course of life as connected with

it. I was in some measure prepared for wdiat he said by the opinion of

Dr. Boll, who, in passing through Philadelphia, had used the same free-

dom with me. The conviction, however, which my mind has yielded to

their opinions is not the less distressing to my feelings, nor has it been

conceded but upon a course of independent reflections of my own. In

one word, they have both expressed the opinion that I cannot expect to

regain my health with sedentary habits, and that I must give up for a

time, if not forever, my new professional pursuits. Dr. Bell went so far

as to say that to return to my oflTice would be taking a direct and certain

road to my grave, and that I could not cxix;ct to enjoy my health, if I

should once regain it,
in a city, with the regular application of law pur-

suits. It is unnecessary to say tliat the necessity of abandoning the ob-

jects to which I have devoted all my efforts and thoughts for the last

six years gave a severe shock to my feelings. I cannot, however, con-

tend against what is inevitable, and I have done what I could to rccon-
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cile myself to my fate. ... I of course need not say that, in abandoning

my new profession, I again become dependent on my commission, wliich

is that of Captain of Artillery. My regiment is to be stationed in Xew

England in the spring, so that I shall be in some city in my native sec-

tion of the country and the neighborhood of my friends. . . . For myself

I cannot be idle, and I must seek in the army that preferment for which

my health has forbidden me to hope in another profession. Perhaps I

could not be better provided with facilities for re-establishing my health

than by my New England destination; but I have now an unlimited

furlough for its recovery."

The cause of the despondency betrayed in this letter vras

ultimately removed. It was after this that he fell in with his

medical '"

guide, philosopher, and friend," in London ; and an

improvement in health encouraged him to take the long-med-

itated step and retire from the army.

There was another desire in his heart, to which it is next in

order to refer. I read with tenderness the idyl of my father s

youth ;
it became the life-poem of his fifty-three years of man-

hood and old age, for the vision never faded away. It began
when he was on the staff of General Brown. His relations

with that distinguished officer were not merely those of an

aide-de-camp, but also of an intimate and confidential friend
;

in the general's house he was as one of the family. It so

happened that, in the year 1822, a daughter of the general's

was in Xew York, at a celebrated school of the period kept

by Mademoiselle Desabeye, afterward known as Madame

Chegaraye. The major, having been sent one day by his

chief with a message to his. daughter, saw while there, in the

school parlor, a young lady who was receiving the visit of a

friend. My father always gallantly insisted that it was one

of those cases in which the first sight decides the future, and

that he made a resolve at that moment which, some yeare

later, he was so happy as to be able to fulfil. The name of

this young gentlewoman was Catharine Morgan ;
she was the

adopted daughter of John J, Morgan, then a Member of Con-

gress from the State of Xew York, and at that time absent at

"Washington. I must pause in this narration and say a few
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words about a man to wliom my father was so greatly in-

debted.

Jolm Jordan Morgan was born in the city of ^N'ew York
in the year 1768. He was a Welsliman by descent

;
the fam-

ily were loyalists before the Eevolution, and destined him for

the Royal N^avy; but under the new order of things their

prospects changed, and they adhered to the cause of the Re-

public. He was twice married. His first wife, Catharine

Warne by name, a woman of great beauty and loveliness

of character, was a niece of Colonel Marinus Willett. She

died three years after their marriage. A child, aged four

months, had j)receded her. The shock of these successive

afflictions was so great that Mr. Morgan's health, not strong

before, gave way, and he was sent abroad for a change of

climate and scene. In Lisbon the pulmonary disorder, which

had threatened to end in early death, was arrested; and,

after some time spent in travel, he turned his face home-

ward, restored to health. He sailed from Penzance in a

packet -ship bound for New York. Among his travelling

companions were the family of Mr. Robert Baldwin, for-

merly Mayor of Cork, who was going out to seek a home in

the Kew World. Some two or three years afterward he mar-

ried one of the daughters, Eliza Baldwin. The Baldwin fam-

ily settled in Canada, where, by their talents and abilities, and

by fortunate intermarriages, they became wealthy, prosperous,

and influential.* Some time after his second marriage Mr.

* The party wlio sailed from Penzance for a home in the Western

•world consisted of Robert Baldwin, his sons William Warren Baldwin

and John Spread Baldwin, and his daughters Eliza (afterward Mrs. Mor-

gan), Alice, Anna ISIaria, who died unmarried, and Mary Warren, after-

ward Mrs. Breakenridgc. Augustus Warren Baldwin, another sou, was

not "with his father at that time, being in the Eoyal Navy ;
the eldest

daughter, Barbara, came out afterward. The Baldwin family became

distinguished in Canada, and "were notable for integrity, industry', and

intelligence. Dr. William W. Baldwin was both a lawyer and a physi-

cian, and of high standing in each profession. His son Robert was
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Morgan adopted tlie little daughter of his first wife's brother,

whose mother also was dead. The child had been christened

Catharine Morgan, and on her adoption that became her full

name.

Some are yet living who remember Mr. Morgan as he was

in the maturity of his powers. The image thus retained is

that of one who merited the somewhat worn but just descrip-

tion of " a gentleman of the old school ;" no other phrase ex-

presses what he was. Highly educated and accomplished,
a good Latin scholar, writing and speaking the French lan-

guage fluently, and having the manners of a day that has

passed, he adorned the society in which he moved. He served

the State as a Member of Assembly, and the country in Con-

gress, and was at one time Collector of the Port of Xew
York. While still a young man he made an investment in

lands in Madison, Herkimer, and Chenango counties, in this

State, and for more than fifty years he never failed to spend
the summer at a farm in Brookfield, some twenty-four miles

south of Utica, where he indulged the tastes of an ardent dis-

ciple of Izaak Walton and a lover of country life. The lands

were purchased by him, under patent, from the State. He
was fond of saying that he was the first white man who ever

owned them. When he went there, with his family, to take

possession they had to find their way through the woods by
the blaze-marks on the trees, and were supplied with fish and

among the most prominent men of his time in Canada, being a member
of Lord Elgin's Cabinet, and more than once Premier. Augustus W.
Baldwin was Admiral of the Blue at the time of his death, and a perfect

specimen of the old British officer. John Baldwin made a fortune in

business, and left a large family. Three of his sons took holy orders :

the Rev. Edmund Baldwin was connected with St. James's Cathedral,
Toronto

;
Maurice Baldwin is now Dean of Montreal

;
and Arthur

Baldwin is Rector of a vigorous parish in Toronto. It may be said of

the original family and its descendants that they were of an upright,

honorable, clever stock, not slothful in business, and distinguished for

their earnest religious character and firm faith.
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game by Indians, who still roamed tlie forest. Mr. Morgan
was one of tliose men who, in principle intensely democratic,

are personally as intense aristocrats. He deemed republican-
ism the best form of government, but for his house and social

relations he had another code. There is a line which men are

compelled to draw who, whatever their political opinions,

would maintain their personal dignity and self-respect, and

he drew it with rigor and precision. Such was the man
who became, in time, the young officer's father-in-law, and

remained through life his devoted friend.

It may have been a year after the accidental interview

which I have described when Major Dix met Miss Morgan
in Washington. Her father, unwilling to leave her behind

him again, took her to the caj^ital at the next session of Con-

gress. Mrs. Morgan, when calling one day on a lady whose

cards were out for a ball, was asked to bring her daughter
with her. She declined, on the ground that she was too

young to go into society, and added,
" She will be just fifteen

years old the day of your ball."
"
That," replied her friend,

"
is the more reason why she should come : make it her birth-

day fete^ Consent was given ;
the young girl went to that

ball and, after that, to every one of the season. The circum-

stances were propitious to the success of a suit, which Major
Dix soon afterward began to press ;

and the result was an en-

gagement, which, after the lapse of two or three years, was

happily terminated by their marriage.

Mr. Morgan took a warm interest in the prospects of his

future son-in-law. He encouraged his wish to leave the army
and pursue the profession of the law, foreseeing that, in time,

he would be called to the higher duties and responsibilities

of the statesman. The fates, howev^er, appeared unpropitious,

and, in consequence of continued ill- health, he became de-

spondent on the subject of the desired change. The pros-

pect of a brilliant career seemed likely to fade out altogeth-

er
;
and this was the more trying, because personal influences

had been at work by which the door to civic honors would



1821-1828.] THE WEDDED FAIR SAIL FOE EXGLAXD. 75

liaye been opened the moment he should have laid the sword

aside. A year before his marriage he had made up his mind

that he must remain in the army, and that he could offer to

the,woman of his choice nothing better than the uncertain-

ties and trials which en^-iron the lot of a soldiers wife.

In the year 1S26 a convention was concluded at Washing-
ton between the United States and the Kingdom of Den-

mark, and a special messenger was to be sent to Copenhagen,

charged with delivering that treaty to our representative in

that country. The President instructed Mr, Clay to offer

that service to Major Dix, and to require his departure on his

mission with as little delay as practicable. The letter is

dated May 10, the copy of instructions May IT. On the 29tli

of that month the marriage of John A. Dix and Catharine

Morgan took place, at St. John's Chapel, in the parish of

Trinity Church, in the city of Xew York, the Rev. Benjamin
T. Onderdonk, an assistant minister of the parish, officiating.

Immediately after the wedding they embarked for England
in the packet-ship William Thompson., Captain Bowne, and

arrived at Liverpool on the 29th of June. A fortnight was

pleasantly passed in England, during which they visited Ches-

ter and the Yale of Llangollen, Lichfield, Kenilworth, "War-

wick, and Stratford-on-Avon, Oxford, and London. Thence,
on the 15th of July, they set sail for Hamburg, on the way to

Copenhagen. I have before me a journal of their tour, full

of entertaining sketches of persons and places, from which I

shall make a few extracts, by way of a specimen of their ad-

ventures.

From Hamburg they posted to Kiel, crossing what was then

the Danish province of Holstein, and were not a little em-

barrassed by the fact that no one could speak any language
which they understood, in consequence of which they were

"under the necessity of exercising a system of pantomime
whenever they had any want to satisfy." On that painful

progress, says the writer in the journal,
'• we were more than

once compelled to gnaw our fingers for half an hour before
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Ave could make tliem compreliend that we wanted sometliing

to cat, and as to any details they were altogether hopeless.

AYhenevcr a gleam of intelligence shot across their features

in the course of the dumb -show we were carrying on, the

exclamation always was, ^Butter unci hrod^yaw P and bread

and butter was all that we could get. By the middle of the

second day we were almost reduced to desperation for the

want of meat, and we looked around in vain for something
which would convey the idea of animal food. Not a fowl, a

pig, or a sheep was to be seen in the yard ;
we even glanced

about for a kitten or a puppy, but our researches were in vain,

and we were finally compelled to dine on '
hiitter tind hrod^

as we had breakfasted that morning and sup]3ed the night

before."

From Kiel they crossed to Copenhagen. Official duties

having been performed, some time was S23ent in visiting

places of interest in the vicinity of the city. There is a

graphic account of their attempt to effect an entrance into

the palace of Fredericsborg :

" On the 2Tth, immediately after breakfast, we disposed our-

selves for an inspection of the interior of the palace, and after

passing through the gates we looked around for some one to

direct us. The first animate object was a boy, of a sort of

Flibbertigibbet air and manner, drawing rain-water from a

barrel, which he was watching with the strictest vigilance in

order to put the tap in at the very nick of time—when the

liquid should reach the brim of the receiving vessel. We
asked him in English where we could find the keeper of the

palace, and were probably just as well understood as we
should have been if we had addressed him in Hebrew or

Chaldaic. He answered in Danish, which was about as intel-

ligible to us as any of the languages spoken at Babel at the

time of the confusion
;
but in both these operations lie kept

his eyes riveted steadfastly upon the water-cask. In this

liopeless condition of our department of intelligence we con-

cluded to wait patiently until the boy's eyes were somewhat
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relieved of tlie urgency of tlieir present occupation. "W^e did

not "wait long, and after divers attempts to light up his feat-

ures by the force of signs with a ray of comprehension, we

set off for a building across the court to which he motioned

us. At this building we were motioned to another, on the

opposite side, where we were again motioned to another. But

at this last we found immediately that we were upon the right

scent; for, on repeating to a female -at the door the motions

we had made to the boy, she pointed to the stairs, up which

we ascended without hesitancy. After knocking a long time

another female showed herself, in slippers down at the heel, a

flannel night-dress wrapped round her, and her hair put up in

papers in the best modern taste. She looked so French in

every respect that we could not refrain from addressing her

in that language ; and, to our unspeakable joy, she replied to

us, with one of those half-hackneyed and half-natural smiles

which none but a Frenchwoman can manage with effect.

Under her direction, attended by the keeper, who lodged in

an adjacent apartment, we at last commenced an examina-

tion of the palace."

From Denmark they went over into Sweden, and spent

some days at a watering-place called Ramlosa. Travelling in

that country at that time was attended with difficulties now,

happily, unknown. They had their own carnage, but were

dependent for horses on a crude post
-
service, the farmers

throughout the country being required by law to provide
those animals for the use of travellers, together with a wagon
and driver for pei-sons who needed them. If the tourist had

his own carriage, but no coachman, the farmer drove
;
but

where there were both carriage and coachman, the farmer

who furnished the hoi*ses mounted the box with the coach-

man, suiTendering the reins, and only assisting in whipping
the horses. This aid, it would appear, was invaluable.

" Sometimes we had horses which were able-bodied enough,
but so invincibly lazy that they required a constant applica-

tion of the lash, like machines that stop the instant the impel-
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ling force is witlidrawn
;
and on these occasions we found an

incalculable advantage in having a coachman who could whip
one horse while the farmer was whij^ping the other. Our

equipage was not like that of Hudibras, who, by putting one

side of his steed in motion, was sure the other would follow :

we had, unluckily, two distinct wills to influence, and they
had not even the advantage of inanimate bodies in a momen-

tum, by which the movement is kept up for a while after the

l^ropclling power ceases
;
but the instant the lash was removed

from the back of either animal he became as motionless as a

statue. This perversity in our cattle was a source of no little

embarrassment to us for a while
;
but by the ingenious device

of two whips in constant operation
—a contrivance for which

we were indebted to the joint deliberations of the Swedish

farmer and our Swedish coachman—we managed to keep the

backs of both perpetually exercised, and by this means the

regular rate of progression was maintained."

Here is a pretty descrijDtion of a scene on the shore of the

Sound :

" From the height you look down upon the Sound, but two

miles distant, and always whitened with the canvas of passing

ships. Beyond it lies in full view the opposite coast of Den-

mark, but four miles from the Swedish shore, covered with

farm-houses and windmills, and more strongly marked in the

spires and castellated turrets of Elsinore, where every trad-

ing vessel to and from the Baltic is compelled to stop and pay
tribute. Lower down lies the island of AVen, where Tyeho
Brahe resided, and held his nightly consultations with the

heavens; and in the opposite direction you catch a glimpse
of the little Swedish town of Ilelsingbbrg, overlooked by a

Imge quadrangular tower, which is fast mouldering into ruin,

upon a neighboring height."

Keturning to Copenhagen, they proceeded by steamer to Lu-

beck, and so back to Hamburg. A brief tour through Holland

ended the Continental expedition, and, embarking soon after

from an English port, they returned to the United States.
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That antumn Major Dix was ordered to Fortress Monroe,

The following winter was spent at that station. His young

wife's experience of domestic life in a garrison was equally

novel and disagreeable. To some of their trials she thus

alludes in a letter home :

" Old Point Comfort, December 21, 1S26.

" My dear Father axd Mother,—Tomorrow -will be a week since

we arrived here, and during that time we have not heard from you, and

there is no hope of getting a letter to-day, for the Xorfolk steamboat has

brought us nothing. We are expecting our furniture very anxiously, and

the moment it comts we shall take possession of our two rooms, without

waiting for a carpet. We should build a kitchen, if we considered our-

selves established here for any length of time. We have two very hand-

some rooms, with marble mantel-pieces and folding-doors; but not a

store-room, nor a closet, nor a pantry is to be found on our premises.

We are going to have pine cupboards made, and our dinner-table can be

supplied with meat from the mess-room. I have seen nothing here that

deserves the name of a vegetable. It is the poorest place, I believe, on

the whole face of the earth. The worst part of Sweden is a garden com-

pared with it, I give you my word there is not an eatable thing to be

procured here but oysters and fish. They send to Xorfolk, and Wash-

ington even, for the commonest articles of food, and have to jjay high

for them; and then such servants—all black; and so careless and im-

provident ! The other day I had been asking repeatedly for wood, and

was getting almost out of patience, when our maid came and said to me
that if I could wait a few moments longer Rippon would saw some. This

is always the case in Virginia, they tell me. Foresight
'"—

[here the let-

ter is continued in my father's handwriting]
— '"I suppose Catharine

meant to say, is a thing altogether unknown in the domestic economy
of Virginia. And as she has been called off to attend to some engage-

ment, I have taken upon myself to finish her letter.

" Since the first moment of my arrival here I have been incessantly oc-

cupied
—on drill, on parade, on guard, on court-martial, on inspection,

on review
;
and busied with a thousand other modes of duty, which,

scarcely give me time to think. ... I am no more strongly enamored

than I was before I came here of my profession, although the duties are

not very disagreeable; but everything like a systematic application of

the mind to any purpose of improvement is out of the question. One is

no sooner in the midst of a reverie on some interesting or important

matter, than a fellow comes in to break off the chain of thought with—
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'

Captain, the sergeant won't let me have my rations of whiskey ;' or,
'

Captain, Private Such-a-one has got drunk and lost his musket.'

"Catharine endures her separation from you with much firmness,

though she feels the whole extent of the loss. We both hope for better

times, when we shall all be united. I will write again in a day or two,

and in the mean time am ever most afiectiouately yours,
"
J. A. Dix.

"The New Hampshire delegation have unanimously recommended me
to the President for the appointment I had in view. I received a day or

two ago a copy of the paper addressed to him.'"*

A letter from General Brown to Mr. Morgan in the fol-

lowing year sliows tlie esteem in wliich my father was held

in the military service of the United States :

"
Head-quarters, Wasliington, January 15, 1827.

"My dear Sir,
—Yours of the 12th this moment came to hand; and

I have to say, and with much j)leasure, that I have heard often from

Captain Dix and your daughter, and always to my satisfaction. Your

son is gaining an army character of great value. Mrs. Vinton had a let-

ter from Captain Dix a day or two since
;

all well.

" Mrs. Brown and Mary will thank me for remembering them, with

friendly regard, to you and ]\Irs. Morgan.
"
I am yours truly, Jac. Brown.

"John J. Mohgan, Esq."

In consequence of continued ill-health, and on a strong rec-

ommendation from the post surgeon, Major Dix was relieved

from duty at Fortress Monroe early in the summer of 1827

* The paper referred to in the postscript is as follows :

" To the President of the United States :

" If it be contemplated to appoint a Charg6 d'Aflfaires to reside at

Stockholm or Naples, the undersigned beg leave to express their con-

fidence in the integrity and talents of Mr. John A. Dix, of New Hamp-
shire, and their wish for his appointment, should the public interest

justify the same. "
Signed, Thomas Whipple, Jr.,

Jonathan Harvey,
Joseph Healley,
ICHABOD BaRTLETT,
Nehemiaii Eastman,
Titus Brown."



1821-1828.] BESIGNATIOX OF CAPTAIN'S COMMISSIOX. 81

and sent to Xew York. Time passed on, and his dissatisfaction

with the duties of his profession, dull and spiritless in time

of peace, increased
;
until the wish to leave the army revived

with added strength. In this desire he was seconded by his

wife, while her father, Mr. Morgan, not only encouraged

him in his projects but oifered assistance, without which it

would, perhaps, have been impossible to take the contemplated

step. Besides the estate in Madison, Herkimer, and Chenango

Counties, Mr. Morgan also owned lands in Otsego County, in

the neighborhood of the beautiful village of Cooperstown.

For the care of these he needed an agent. The position was

offered to his son-in-law, on condition that he should leave

the military service, fix his residence in that region, and com-

mence the practice of the law. Xothing could have accorded

better with his inclinations, especially as he disliked towns,

and had a strong reHsh for a country life. The following

documents give the conclusion to this period of the history :

" West Point, July 29, 1S28.

"
Srn,

—I have the honor to resign my commission as Captain of the

Tliircl Regiment of Artillery. After sixteen years' service in the army, in

Tvhich I have lost my health, I trust it will not be deemed too much if I

ask that my resignation may be accepted on the 1st of July or August,

1829, and that I be in the mean time permitted to remain on furlough.

I could not in less time make my arrangements for engaging in another

profession. I should have gone to Providence on the recruiting service

for a few months, but I thought it would but occasion inconvenience to

the Government, if I were to go there and resign almost as soon as the

establishment was formed. This consideration only has induced me to

send in my resignation at this time instead of a later day ; particularly

as the place which I have purchased is now under a lease, so that I can-

not get possession of it for several months. I mention all these circum-

stances, although I indulge the hope that the consideration of my long
service and enfeebled health will alone insure the indulgence I ask—the

last it will be in my power to ask of my military superiors.
" I am, Sir, very respectfully,

" Tour most obedient servant,
'• Jonx A. Dix.

" Majoh-gexeeal Macomb."

I.—G
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"Adjutant-general's Office, Washington, August 6, 1828.

" Order No. 41,

" The resignation of Captain J. A. Dix, of the Third Regiment of Artil-

lery, has been accepted by the President of the United States, to take

effect the Cist of December next.

"By Order. R. Jones, Adjutant-general."

"
Adjutant-general's Office, Washington, August 7, 1828.

"
Special Order No. 86.

"
Captain Dix, of the Third Artillery, has authority to be absent on

furlough until the 31st of December next, when his resignation "will

take effect, as announced in ' Order ' No. 41.

"By order of Major-general Macomb.

"R. Jones, Adjutant-general."

And thus my father's connection with the army was sev-

ered—not to be resumed till the year 1861, and in the most

trying days of the history of the Republic.
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III.

The place at Cooperstown referred to in the letter of res-

ignation was purchased bj Mr. Morgan for his son and daugh-
ter in the year 1S28. They took possession of their new home

late in the autumn, and spent the following winter there. The

village of Cooperstown, first settled by Judge "William Coop-

er, A.D. 1790, and famous as the birthplace of James Fenimore

Cooper, our immortal novelist, is situated at the southern

end of Otsego Lake, a lovely sheet of water, ten miles in

length, in which the Susquehanna Kiver takes its rise. My
father's residence was known as "

Apple Hill." It was on an

eminence which commands a full view of the lake
;
and just

below the bank the Susquehanna pursued a winding course

beneath the willow-trees. The house was a large, old-fash-

ioned structure, without pretension to architectural effect, but

homely and spacious ;
an avenue of great trees led to it from

the village street
; my father's modest law - office was also

within the enclosure. He took delight in the scenery, and

particularly in the view of the lake from the veranda. Once,
when a guest had arrived late in the evening, he prepared an

agreeable surprise. Leading him forth in the morning, with-

out a word of introduction, he suddenly showed him the pros-

pect, and stood awaiting the exclamations of delight which

ought to have followed. But the imperturbable traveller,

casting an indifferent glance about, merely observed,
*"

Whr/,

I see you have got quite a pond hereP I have heard my
father tell the story and descant on his intense humiliation

and disgust. Such persons as these are painful social trials.

It is related of a member of the fraternity, who was encoun-

tered in Lombardy, on his way South, and asked whether he
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had come across the Alps, that he replied,
"
Well, I guess we

did come over risin'' ground.''^

The winters were terrible for their length, and for the

weary hiding of the earth nnder the snow
;
not so hard, how-

ever, as those in his native JSTew England, where sometimes

the ground would crack open with a loud rejDort under the

effect of the frost. There was one long, long winter, when,
from I^ovember until April, they never once saw the ground ;

and my mother knelt down and kissed the first bright blade

of grass in the spring,*

I have old letters, good store, w^hich passed between Apple
Hill and IS'o. 14 Bond Street, the country and the town homes.

They tell of the changes of the seasons, the hard winters, the

hopeful spring-tides, and the mellow autumn days. In the

summer all were together. My father threw himself with his

characteristic ardor into the pursuits of rural life, declining

no responsibility of a householder. AVriting to his wife, in

Xew York, on the 30th of April, 1829, he says :

" It will be three weeks since we j)arted, and I verily be-

lieve it is the longest period of bachelorhood I have known

these three years. At all events it has been a most dreadfully

solitary and gloomy one. AVe are very busy ; but, unluckily,

our minds are not as attentive as our hands to the matters in

operation. Mine is constantly stealing over the Yision,f

thence to the Hudson
;
and down its waters, you know, the

transition is an easy one to the city and Bond Street. To-

*
Referring to those New England winters, my father told me how,

when a little fellow, he came back to his mother, wlio had seen him off

to school, and solemnly told her that there was a crack iu the ground
too wide for him to cross. He was an imaginative child—one of those

whose fancy evolves wonders from its laboratory. He would gravely tell

of things which could not have taken place
—of liaving beheld creatures

flying which cannot fly, and of encounters with unknown and terrific

beasts. It was the play of the imagination ;
for otherwise the lad was

the soul of truth and honor, as the man was to the very end.

t The name of a mountain iu the vicinity.
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morrow is the 1st of May, and do ask your father and mother

if they will consider me imconscionable in thinking of com-

ing for yoii in about ten days. You know we shall be re-

united here soon, and I am such a poor devil without you
that they must be magnanimous and give you up.

""We are exceedingly engaged, I have taken down and

put up thirty-two windows. The house is thoroughly cleaned.

Yesterday and to-day I have been laboring at making fence
;

and the lot is assuming an entirely different appearance. I

am very tired
;

it is a long time since I have labored in the

fields. I recollect riding horse to plough when I was a small

boy ;
but I got thrown in cutting some caper with the horse,

and was turned over to the school-master as a bad subject.

To-morrow 1 hope to commence the garden arrangements.
The chickens have come

;
and although there are only six hens

they gave us five eggs before they had been three hours with

us. The rooster, in violation of all good
- manners, deserted

the ladies in a few hours after his arrival, and went prowling
about the neighboring barn-yards ;

but in an hour afterward he

returned with as thorough a trouncing as a rooster could wish

to have. lie is all blood now, and I venture to predict that

he will not quit his own premises again for a twelvemonth."

That these efforts to please the maitt'esse de maison were

successful may be inferred from a letter written on her return

from ISTew York :

"
Cooperstown, May 20, 1S29.

"My dear Father a:sd Mother,—We arrived here safely yesterday,

all well, but very much fatigued. The roads were very bad, and, notwith-

standing careful driving and excellent springs, my bones ache yet most

dreadfully. Margaret says she is enchanted with our situation and all

the comforts of our establishment. You have no idea how beautiful we

look; and then we have music incessantly
—

during the day the birds

and frogs sing in chorus, and in the evening and at night the whippoor-
will regales us with his melancholy note. There have been a great many
improvements made during my absence, and even now it is a perfect lit-

tle paradise. I wish, my dear father and mother, you could take a peep
at it, and if you did not immediately exclaim,

' How dreadful it would
be if they were obliged to go to France 1' I should think you had more
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taste for diplomacy than for the charms of nature. . . . The mail closes in

a few moments, and Mr. Dix wishes to say something. God bless you,

my dear father and mother; and in the hope that it may not be very long
before we meet again, I am your affectionate child,

" C. M. Dix.

"Mr. Dix has just shot a i)oor whippoorwill, and he will send it to

'My. Baldwin, in order that he may satisfy himself upon the old disputed

question."

The letter runs on, but in my father's handwriting :

"My dear Mother,—We were all so tired yesterday that we could

not make the effort to write. . . . While Catharine was finishing the above

I heard the note of a whippoorwill, and although it went more against

my conscience than anything I ever committed, I shot him while his

note was unfinished in his throat, in order to satisfy the long-disputed

question of his identity with the niglit-hawk. 'Tis a horrid murder,

and it is the only (I may say, too, it will be the last) bird shot on Apple
Hill while this domain has been under my management.

" Catharine thinks it is far better, even for health, to be here than to

be sitting eight or ten hours a day in a hot city, even though it were

Paris, copying the Minister's despatches. However, if the appointment
had come, and not an inquiry, I should have accepted it."

The exj^lanation of the closing paragraph is given in a let-

ter addressed to Mr. Morgan by Mr. Van Buren, who was at

that time Secretary of State under General Jackson. I copy
it as it lies before me :

''Private.

"My dear Sir,
—No Charges will be sent out before the meeting of

Congress, and then the list of ai)plicants is immense. Would Major Dix

like to go to France as Secretary of Legation, with a most agreeable man

as Minister, and start by the first of
^„"'^gt

? I do not know that I can

obtain his appointment, as there are many applicants, etc., etc. Let me

know at the earliest moment, licmember me kindly to Mrs. M., and be-

lieve me to be, in great haste. Yours very sincerely,
" M. Van Buren.

" Mr. Mougan." "
Wiishingtou, May 11, 1839.

This offer, on being communicated to my father, was at

once declined. His reasons, though not stated to Mr. Van
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Buren, were, that it came in tlie form of a friendly inquiry

merely ;
that there was no certainty of his being appointed,

in case his assent had been given ;
and that it would have made

his position a very embarrassing one, if the President, on be-

ing advised with, should not have deemed it proper to make

the appointment. If the inquiry had been put in the shape

of a direct offer it would have been accepted, as the impor-

tance of the mission gave the station an extraordinary value.

The society of Cooperstown, though small, was agreeable.

Mr. James Fenimore Cooper and his family were in Europe,

but others of the name remained, who, with the Bowel's,

Phinneys, Pomeroys, and Metcalfes, formed a delightful cir-

cle. At the north end of the lake was "
Hyde," the country-

seat of Mr. Hyde Clark, who had married the widow of Mr^

Bichard Cooper. My father's house was generally full of

guests ; among them was one whose fame has since that day
become world - wide, Samuel F. B. Morse. A painter of no

small reputation, and, I think, President of the Xational

Academy of Design, yet scantly furnished with ducats, as is

the wont with devotees of the graphic arts, he came to Coop-
ei-stown with a mind to paint a portrait or two, and was in-

vited to Apple Hill. My mother seems to have appreciated

the solemnity of the situation. She writes :

" I get along admirably with my visitors, or rather visitor,

Mr. Morse, of whom I felt a little afraid, considering that I

had seen him only twice before, besides his having been to

Europe, and being a member of the toil, as well as literary

and philosophical societies. He is a very agreeable man, and

the admiration of all the young ladies here, notwithstanding
he is a widower with three children, and here and there a

gray hair. He takes admirable portraits : the price is twenty-
five dollars."

A cousin of my mother's, Margaret Willett (the same whom
she mentions in her letter of May 20), daughter of the old

Colonel Marimis Willett, and then a young and beautiful girl,

was with them at Apple Hill. To her charms the portrait-
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painter was so far sensible that he put her and my mother

into a landscape which he painted for Mr. Dewitt Bloodgood,
of Albany. Many years afterward this picture came into my
father's possession, and thenceforth formed one of the chief

treasures of his little gallery. The scene is taken from Apple
Hill

;
the lake and its enclosing hills are in the distance

;
state-

ly pine-trees stand at the side, and in the foreground are two

young ladies grouped near the stump of some old monarch of

the " forest primeval," over which relic they have carelessly

thrown their shawls.

In Cooj^erstown my father made his first attempt at public

sj)eaking. The Kev. Mr. Tiffany, pastor of the Episcopal

Church, invited him to address the Sunday-school. The occa-

sion must have been deemed important, for he made elabo-

rate preparation ;
and having written out wdiat he intended to

say, and, as he supposed, committed it perfectly to memory,
set forth, rashly leaving the manuscript at home. " I remem-

ber," writes one who was present,
"
just how he looked, as he

stood a short distance from the front pews. lie went on very

smoothly for some time
;
but then, forgetting what came next,

and becoming confused, and not being especially familiar with

the subject, he had to make his way out of it as best he could.

I was so confused myself that I never could remember how
he did it. When we reached home the first thing he asked

was how I felt when he broke down. He often spoke of it

in after-years, "with great amusement over his ill-success on

that first appearance as a public speaker."

S ome of our most fluent orators can, no doubt, recall simi-

lar incidents in their own experience. Such failures may,

perhaps, be almost necessary to insure a final success. It

was so with my father, who in after-life spoke with perfect

self-possession, used no notes, and appeared completely inde-

pendent of external helps in his oratory.

Half-way up the lake stood a large building, known as the

Fish House, to which the people resorted in excursions and

picnics. A boat, having as its motive-power a pair of super-
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annuated horses, plied to and fro, carrying many a merry par-

ty, duly supplied with the implements of the angler's craft.

Feasts and dances followed on their landing. In the autumn,

when the salmon-trout came out of the lake, it was a pretty

sight to see the river below us filled with boats, each having
a blazing pine-knot in the bow, by the light of which men

speared the fish as they rose toward the flame.

I have before me an amusing letter, written by my mother

to a young girl who had been near them at boarding-school ;

it gives a pleasant insight into their village life :

"My dear C,—I received your last letter the other evening, just as I

was preparing to pour out tea for a party of old married ladies : sociable

visits are all the rage nowadays, and I have been going the rounds of

the village in this mode of entertainment. There has not been a party

since you left here, so you have nothing to regret on that score. You

have heard, no doubt, of the 'awakening' in our Presbyterian Church,

and would be amazed to see the alterations occasioned by it in some of

your friends. A smile has not visited the countenances of Rachel

or Mary for many a long day, and they both look as pale and emaci-

ated as if they were ' without hope,' instead of having experienced it.

Maria
,
Helen

,
and the two 's, are also among the 'cJianged.^

Mr. Tiffany has profited by the example of his neighbor church, and

made very great exertions toward the advancement of his own. He has

service in the church every Wednesday evening, besides three classes for

religious instruction, which he attends to weekly; the married ladies,

the young ladies, and about eighteen gentlemen, young and old; so that

I think even you would not have been in very great danger of total ruin

this winter. There is a prayer-meeting every evening at Mr. 's, and

often before sunrise young and old are seen wending their way toward

the house of prayer. Mr. and Mrs. and Miss
,
all members of

the meeting, have left it, and become, I hope, good Episcopalians. Mrs.

and Mrs. do not visit, and scarcely speak when they meet
;

mutual intolerance seems to be the cause of the trouble between them.

Of your beaus I know nothing, excepting that they are alive and well
;

Mr. is still in Mr. 's office
;
and every Sunday I hear the notes

of Mr. *s flute mingling with the choir. Old 3Ir. jieeps abroad

now and then, and has found his way to Apple Hill just once since you
left us. The cliildren are well, and unite with me in love to you, your

mother, and sisters."
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Quiet and commonplace as was my father's life during
tlie three years spent in the pretty village by the lake, it has

a peculiar interest as the preparation for a career among the

most brilliant recorded in the history of our country
— the

prelude to honor, influence, and their attendant cares
;
thence

was he to go forth, led by God's j)rovidence, to fill in turn al-

most every position of trust which it was in the power of his

fellow-citizens to bestow. He who was destined to become

Adjutant-general of the State, Secretary of State and Super-
intendent of Public Instruction, member of the State Legisla-

ture, Senator of the United States, Assistant Treasurer and

Postmaster of the city of Xew York, Minister Plenipotentiary
to a foreign court, member of the Cabinet at the most critical

epoch in our national history. Major-general in the United

States service, and Governor of the State of JSTew York, com-

j)leted his preparation for the half century of responsibility

and toil in the tranquillity and comparative obscurity of a

rural life. To that life he was always devoted
;
more and

more fondly did his heart turn to it as circumstances forced

him farther away. But a sense of his fitness for j)ublic life

was growing in certain quarters where able men were needed
;

and it was not possible that such a one as he, trained in the

school of the army, well read in the law, already a finished

scholar, master of three or four languages besides his own,

highly connected, accomplished in many arts, and cultivated

by foreign travel, could be hidden away. There were those,

in short, who knew what he was, and wanted the help which

he was fitted to give.

It cannot, I think, be doubted that he must have displayed

at that time tlie qualities for which he was noted in after-

life—the sagacity and good judgment, the activity and energy,

the tireless industry and the versatile genius, which guarantee
success. His rejoutation, indeed, was already made

; nothing
was wanting but the opportune moment to call him to higher

duties and a wider sphere. That moment soon arrived
; and,

with it, another change in the varied history. Beginning life
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as a soldier, lie bad, after fourteen years, resigned Ms commis-

sion and commenced the practice of the law. Scarcely four

years elapsed before be put off tbe robe of tbe jurist and en-

tered on tbe bigber duties of tbe politician and tbe statesman.

They stood bigb in tbose days ;
it may not be so now. Tben

it was an advance to go from tbe Bar to public life
;
wben

office souglit men, not men tbe office
;
wben to be a scbolar

and a gentleman, to be conspicuous for good-breeding, literary

attainments, and bigb social position was neitber a disadvan-

tage nor likely to impair tbe prospect of success
;
ere yet tbe

patbway to distinction bad become a gauntlet-race between

lines of vulgar and selfisb inferiors, wbom be must flatter and

propitiate wbo would secure tbeir support.

And bere, perbaps, as well as anywbere, I may add tbis—in

wbicb tliey wbo knew bim best will bear me out—tbat all bis

life tbrougb be was wbat be was at tbe outset—tbe same bon-

est, sterling cbaracter, ever true to bis convictions, and con-

sistent wben tried by standards tbat do not cbange; and

especially tbat be was a man wbo detested tbe lower arts of

tbe politician. Using tbat word in tbe sense wbicb it now

bears, it would be incorrect to speak of my fatlier as a politi-

cian
;
be sbould ratlier be called a man of state. lie was not

of tbose wbo manoeuvre to gain a public position. One after

anotber offices came to bim
;
not tbrongb bis bidding for

tbem
;
often against bis will

; simply because men needed tbe

belp wbicb tbey knew bim able to give. I wisli to empbasize
tbe fact tbat in my fatlier tbere was no resemblance to tbe

politician of our day ;
and tbe proof is, tbat lie was never

popular in political rings, but ratber detested by tbe men wbo

compose tbem. It is easy to account for a dislike wbicb tbey
did not affect to conceal. Tbey could not depend on bim to

fartber tbeir seliisb aims, nor count on bim for personal

favors in return for partisan support ;
be was above tbeir

plane, and tbey lost no opportunity to do bim a miscbief

wben tbey could. It would not be true to say of bim tbat

be disliked office, position, and power. K man naturally



94 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS BIX.

likes to do what lie knows he can do well, and he thoroughly
understood the science of governing. But this he did un-

selfishly, w^ithout personal ambition, on high principle, with-

out dread of criticism, for the welfare of the Commonwealth,
in the fear of Almighty God. Therefore his part was that

of the statesman, and therefore was he disliked and mistnisted

by the common politicians, who gave him their support only
w^hen they could not help it, or w^hen they hoped to profit

indirectly by an influence w^hich they could not bend to do

them a favor.

I hope to justify this estimate of my father's character as

I proceed. The time has come to begin the story of his

political life. This I shall attempt to relate wdth such aid as

I could obtain from books, letters, and conference with men
familiar with the transactions of former days. But, since this

memoir w^as not intended for the eye of persons deeply versed

in American politics, while yet some knowledge of them is

indispensable as we proceed, I venture to begin by offering

the reader what I have gathered with my own hand in that

rich yet tangled field, while seeking to comprehend the po-

sition and the course of one who ranks among the most con-

spicuous figures in the scene.

The author of the -work entitled " The History of Political

Parties in the State of ISTew York, from the Ratification of

the Federal Constitution to December, 1840," makes the fol-

lowing somewdiat discouraging observations :

"It has often been remarked by citizens and politicians of

our sister States that the action of political parties in the

State of Kew York was to them unaccountable and myste-
rious."

And he adds :

" Ilimdreds of strangers have said to me that

the politics of Xew York were to them a perfect enigma."*
If persons familiar with the political history of our country

and public affairs are thus perplexed, how much more difficult

* Vol. i., p. 1G8.
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must it be for one not versed in those subjects to find Hs

way tlirougli the maze! Mj object is, not to discourse at

length on national or State politics, but only to trace the

course held by one man across that field
;
to tell why he chose

the path which he pursued, and what he accomplished as he

trod it. For this end, however, it seems necessary to take a

general view of the subject, for the benefit of readers who,

like myself, desire to know prominent facts, and are content

to disregard questions of minor importance.

Such a moderate knowledge of American history as every
cultivated and intelligent citizen ought to possess is sufficient

to enable the reader to follow me, while I remind him of the

early conflicts of the States, just freed from the leading-strings

of the transatlantic government. "VThen, in the year 1TS3,

the Independence of the Colonies was acknowledged by Great

Britain, the future became a subject of anxious consideration.

It was evident that the '• Articles of Confederation,'' adopted
in 1777, were not sufficient to hold the States together, or to

provide against external dangers; a movement for a more

perfect union was inevitable. But at once several and diverse

tendencies appeared : one toward a strong, consolidated, quasi-

monarchical system, with a President and Senate elected for

life
; another, toward the establishment of a series of inde-

pendent democratic governments, confederated for the com-

mon defence, but separate and autonomous. In addition to

these two there was a third idea—a compromise between the

extremes, known as '' the Virginia Plan "'—which in its main

features was ultimately adopted.
In the State of Xew York there was strong opposition to

the formation of the National Union. The " State Sover-

eignty
"
idea was ably represented there, and party lines were

first drawn on that question. Alexander Hamilton, a genius
of the highest order, stood at the head of the Federalists

;

George Clinton, the popular Governor of the State, led the

opposition. The United States Constitution was adopted in

17SS, under the protest of the Xew York delegates, Hamilton
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alone excepted : of tlie nine States whose assent constituted

its ratification K^ew York was not one. When the fact be-

came known in Xew York the question was raised, whether

to enter the Union or to stand apart, independent and untram-

melled. The Antifederalists gave way reluctantly, and un-

der protest, and thus, with hesitation and difficulty, New York
came into the Union. It was a triumph for the Federalists

;

but it left them face to face with a discontented and able

opposition.

Upon the refusal of General Washington to serve a third

term as President, John Adams, a Federalist, was elected his

successor. At that time John Jay was Governor of 'New

York. The Xational and State Governments were both Fed-

eralist, and in full accord. But, as often happens, the beaten

party was really the stronger of the two, and it took but a lit-

tle while to demonstrate the fact. The spirit of democracy,
or republicanism (for the opposition party claimed for itself

both those names), was in the air
;
and a course had begun

which no human power could have prevented from running
to its logical end.

Looking back to those days, one sees that the Federalists

were doomed. They contributed, no doubt, also, by more than

one blunder, to their fall; or it may be that, like the House

of Bourbon, they could not see and would not learn, and wer6

too honorable to change their convictions. The constitu-

tion of the State Government was anything but democratic.

There was a body known as the " Council of Revision," which,

acting M'itli the governor, had an absolute veto on the acts of

tlie Legislature. Tliere was a system by which the governor,

with a '' Council of Appointment," had the entire political

patronage of the State, and disj^osed of every office. The

right of suffrage was much restricted. When the Legislature

assembled the custom was that the governor should appear

and make them a speech, to which they returned a formal re-

ply. Many other customs, which had obtained under the

ante-Hevolutionary domination, were kept up. Imagine how
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the spirit of republicanism fretted and cliafed I The Federal-

ists, in power, used their opportunity to maintain their posi-

tion. To do this they were forced to employ an unpopular

machinery, and made it, thereby, still more unpopular ;
while

their adyersaries, partly from a firm belief in democracy, and

partly from the sheer necessity of gaining power, denounced

the existing system, and demanded reform. The well-known

sympathy of the Federalists with England, and their detesta-

tion of the French Reyolution, added to the prejudices which

were daily growing against them.

The year which followed the election of the elder Adams

was one of furious poKtical excitement. The friends of his

administration were denounced as in treasonable correspond-

ence with Great Britain, and intending, by a series of gradual

changes, to uproot republicanism and establish a limited mon-

archy. Doubtless these charges were unfoimded
;
but it is as

certain that the Federal party did not belieye in the people,

nor think it possible that a pure, representatiye, popidar goy-

emment could succeed. TVe do not doubt the purity of the

motiyes of the Federalists of 179S ;
but as little can we doubt

the sincerity of the Eepublicans in supposing that a gradual

subyersion of the goyemment was in progress by those in

power. Such an impression gaye to the opposition a tremen-

dous elaji.

Accordingly, in the year ISOO the Democratic or EepubK-
can party triumphed. Thomas Jefferson was elected Presi-

dent of the United States
; George Clinton, Hamilton's life-

long adversary, was still Governor of Xew York
;
and all over

the Union the Antifederalists were victorious.

If anything were needed to complete the ruin of the Fed-

eralists it was the attitude assumed bv many of them durinor

the war of 1S12-'15. That conflict was the expression of an

intense hostihty to Great Britain, and a sense of insults, in-

juries, and wrongs which stung the American people to the

quick, and led them, though comparatively weak, to sti-ike

back blow for blow. But the Federalists, who, notwithstand-

I.—T
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ing tlieir discomfiture, still continued to act as a party, op-

posed the war, N^ay, so disastrous were some of tlie features

of tlie conflict, tliat Federalism revived, notably in New Eng-
land and New Jersey, and distinguished itself by at least one

remarkable performance. While the State of New York,
under Governor Daniel D. Tompkins, stood by the general

government, and voted men and supplies for the war, unterri-

fied even by the capture and burning of Washington in Au-

gust, 1814, there were signs in the New England States of a

design to secede from the Union, set up a separate govern-

ment, and make peace with Great Britain. Such tendencies

appear to have sought expression in the notorious " Hartford

Convention," which met in December, 1814, and of which the

history forms an important episode in our national annals.

But the Peace of Ghent, in 1815, brought these schemes to

an end, strengthened the government, and prostrated the

Federalists, who never, as a party, returned to power. They
continued, by their old name, as an element in politics; but

the arm was fallen from the shoulder-blade and broken at

the bone.

My father and grandfather were both in the army during
those trying years, and devoted heart and soul to the Ameri-

can cause. It was then that my father formed the opinion of

the Federalists which he always held, and of which he has left

a record, from which I shall make, at this point, some extracts.

It is not strano;e that he should have felt diso;ust for those who

opposed the war
;
such was the natural sentiment of the ill

clad, half-starved, suffering soldiers toward those at home who
could not conceal their sympathy with the enemies of the

United States Government, llis views of the Hartford Con-

vention, and of the principles and history of the Federalists,

come in here in their proper place. They are contained in

an article published in the AlJxiny Daily Argus, and headed,

"J//*. Justice Story and the Hartford Convention.— The Fed-

eral Parity, and the Importance of our National UnionP

Of the Hartford Convention he says :
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" We believe there is nothing better settled in the public mind than

the conviction that the Hartford Convention, in its various relations of

time and purpose, was inimical in the highest degree to our national

tranquillity and honor. , . . We consider it as the most prominent case

of intidelity to the interests of the country that has yet arisen under our

free institutions
;
we conceive it to have been infinitely more mischiev-

ous in its tendences than the two petty insurrections which occurred in

the early stages of the government, because it was sanctioned by some

of the first names in New England ;
and we should regard any diminu-

tion of the opprobrium which has fallen upon it as the result of indiflfer-

ence to our social and political blessings."'

He then proceeds to treat of the opponents of the war of

1812, and of the history and aims of the Federalists, as fol-

lows:

" There are many individuals now living, and bearing about them in

scars and physical infirmities honorable testimony of their dangers and

exposure in the country's service, who will not readily forget the sneers

and execrations with which they were followed in leading through
Massachusetts their Httle bands of combatants to the theatre of hostili-

ties. They cannot readily forget the attempts which were made to si-

lence the drum, to dissuade the citizens from enlisting, and from provid-

ing those indispensable supplies of money and subsistence which were

required for the support of the public forces. There are many others

who witnessed the constant opposition of the Massachusetts delegation
on the floor of Congress to all bills for levying new forces, and even for

supplying with food and munitions those which were already levied and

contending in the field of battle against the enemies of the Republic.
These are things not to be forgotten, and we believe we are not unchar-

itable in saying that they are not easily to be forgiven. Yet we are told

that the Federal party failed, not through treachery— '
for truer spirits

the world could not boast'—but through despondence. Despondence
may protluce inactivity and an abandonment of spirit ;

but we apprehend
that it is a more vehement impulse that excites to open opposition, and
so obscures the sentiment of patriotism as to lead its subjects to seek

success at the expense of their country's reputation. In Great Britain

political opposition has always restricted itself to such a course of meas-
ures as would consist with the duty which every citizen or subject owes
to the community or state of which he is a member: it has never per-
verted or obliterated the sentiment of country, or so depraved the heart

and the reason as to make the disgrace more acceptable than the glory
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of the public arms. We take a position of the truth of -wliich we are

well assured when we say tliat the Federal party, in Massachusetts and

Connecticut especially, rejoiced in the failure of our military enterprises

and in the triumph of the British forces over ours.

"The writer of this article will never forget that he himself was at a

private dinner-table in Boston, in 1812, when the news of General Hull's

surrender was received, and that a gentleman bearing one of the most

respectable names in that city gave as a toast—'A similar fate to all our

generals !' He was then a youth ;
but he still retains a strong sense of

the disgust which this impiety excited upon his own unformed senti-

ments, although it was received with applause by twelve or fifteen per-

sons of strong minds and refined education,
" We are disposed to overlook altogether the oj^position of the Federal

party to the government during the long series of embarrassments which

preceded the war. The country Avas at peace, or at least was involved

in no declared hostilities with foreign powers ;
and the measures of the

Federal party, however indispensable in particular cases, were fairly

adopted for the purpose of destroying the influence of tlieir opponents.

A strong distinction is to be taken between measures agreeing in all

particulars, excepting the single one of belonging to a state of peace or

a state of war. A declaration of hostilities is the common signal at

which all parties are bound to unite in rallying around the standard of

the country. Upon this the Federal party throughout the country

divided in 1813; and it is this division that will constitute the criterion

of their admission to the public confidence. Those who abandoned the

party at that epoch, and supported the government in its trials, cannot

be distinguished from the most meritorious classes of citizens. Those

who continued to oppose the principle of tiie war, but still contributed

their best exertions to bring it to an honorable termination by sharing

its perils, contributing to its resources, or by voting supplies of men and

money in Congress, are entitled to the same honorable distinction. But

we avow our total want of charity for those who contributed all in tlieir

power to embarrass the government, to obstruct the successful prosecu-

tion of hostilities, and who were willing to purchase the downfall of the

prevailing party at the price of the public dishonor. Tliat there were

many such, we know ; that they composed a uiiijority of the New Eng-
land Federalists, we fear, if we do not believe. We deny to these all

claim to public confidence, because we consider their aberrations as

the result, not of infirmity of judgment, but of depravity of principle,

which time lias no power to change. The oblivion which the author of

the article under review implores is their only refuge ;
but it is not to be

won by palliating their offences and asserting their purity : the outraged
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sensibility of the public must be conciliated by their silence, by a studi-

ous concealment of their guilt; by trusting to its mercy, and not by

appealing to its justice.
" We are told, also, that the debt of gratitude to the Federal party can

never be extinguished. To our ears, we confess, these are unaccustomed

sounds, and we do not feel that the reason or the heart responds to the

sentiment. We know that many illustrious individuals of that party

contributed to the formation of the Constitution, and the organization of

the government under it, and that some of their early measures were

well chosen for the prosperity of the country. But we know, also, that

as many distinguished members of the Republican party bore their share

in those early operations of government; that the career of the Federal

party was marked at its first stages by a perversion of the fundamental

doctrines of our Republican system, and that it went on with headlong

precipitation to an extremity which wrought its own downfall by arous-

ing the popular indignation. We cannot but feel also that such is the

irresistible tendency of the principles upon which that party proceeded,

and that, in the vicious examples which they have interwoven with our

public history, they have done an injury to the cause of liberal institu-

tions, which could have found no adequate redress but in the accom-

panying retribution which fell upon them in the fulness of their pros-

perity and strength-

"We appeal to the writer of the article under review to say whether

Washington or Hamilton, or any other illustrious name, which he claims

as belonging to the Federal party at the organization of the govern-

ment, would have been found in its ranks in 1813? We have in strict-

ness nothing to do with the party in its infancy. Most parties are virt-

uous and disinterested in tlie season at which they take their rise. But

they are to be judged by their results—by the evils or benefits which

are tlie natural consequences of their principles. It was impossible that

the principles of the Federal party should produce much else than evil,

for they were in direct hostility to the fundamental principles of the

system to which they arc applied. As the reviewer admits, the Federal

party 'wanted a just confidence in our free institutions, and in the moral

ability of the people to uphold them ;' whereas our whole political sys-

tem proceeds upon the assumption that the people are competent to self-

government. It was a necessary consequence of this fundamental error

that measures should be adopted, even in the most virtuous days of the

party, in counteraction of the first principles of tlie Republic ;
that it

should be considered necessaiy to infuse a more energetic action into

the machine of government, and to diminish the control of the people
over

it, by usurping the exercise of powers which they had reserved to
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themselves. No obligation, wliicli any member or members of the Fed-

eral party have conferred on the country, can counteract the evils of

these i^recedents; and how stands the account, when we follow out their

principles to the consequences in which they terminated—to a long and

vindictive struggle against the supremacy of the people, to a factious

opposition wlien the necessities of the country demanded their aid and

sympatliy, and to a treacherous indifierence to the public interests when
all was finally put at hazard by an appeal to arms ? This is a fearful

balance, which we are sure no friendly hand will attempt to strike!
" We repeat, the only refuge for the Federal party is in oblivion

;
and

he who seeks to palliate its errors inflicts upon it the greatest of inju-

ries
;
he excites recollections which might not have been disturbed, and

calls forth expositions alike ungrateful to the feelings of their authors,

and. reproachful to the character of those whose conduct and actions

furnish the occasion for them."

The Federalists received their death-blow, as a political or-

ganization, in the year 1815. The instability of temporal af-

fairs, however, generally forbids a long enjoyment of prosper-

ity. Scarcely were Republicans victorious, when they began
to disintegrate. Murmurs were heard, from time to time,

against the "
Virginia Dynasty," and lines were drawn be-

tween North and South. There were symptoms of trouble

long before that day. The Presidents of the United States

had, for twenty-four years out of twenty-eight, been taken

from Virginia : George Washington for his two terms,

Thomas Jefferson for as many more; Madison for eight more

years. Adams, of Massachusetts, had served but one term.

The Madison administration now nominated another Virgin-

ian, James Monroe, for the succession. The movement dis-

pleased many at the North
;
and dissensions and divisions fol-

lowed which ultimately had the effect of breaking up tlie Re-

publicans. Mr. Monroe's election did not heal the breach, but

merely postponed the inevitable catastrophe : Governor Tomp-
kins went into office with him as Vice-President.

At this time there rose to power one of the most remarka-

ble men that New York over produced. De Witt Clinton,

nephew of the first Governor of this State, was for many
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years the centre about which the political sphere revolved : it

may be said that the people of Xew York were gathered into

two hostile camps, as Clintonians and Anti-Clintonians. In

18l8 a permanent separation took place between the support-

ers and opposers of his administration, though both sides be-

longed to one and the same political school. The opposition

to Governor Clinton was headed by Martin Yan Buren, the

most skilful politician of his day ;
he was the life and soul of

an organization which ultimately became dominant in the

State. In the city of Xew York, and out of Tammany Hall,

sprung up a clique of able and restless men known as the

"Bucktails." Hostile to Clinton, they constituted, as has

been said,
" an organized opposition to the State administra-

tion, and political opponents to the Democratic party in the

State represented by the governor as its chief."

In the year 1821 a great revolution occurred in the State

of Kew York, though without the effusion of blood or the

help of bayonets. At a convention held at Albany the con-

stitution of the State was revised, or rather made over, so

that old things passed away, and changes which would have

been considered impossible a quarter of a century before were

effected. It was a complete triumph for the Antifederalist,

Anti-Clintonian Democracy ;
from that date the Clintonian

party, as such, ceased to exist. To enumerate the changes is

unnecessary; they were in the line of Republican progress,

and among those things which logically follow on the appli-

cation of certain principles. The last vestiges of the ancient

regime passed away, and the government became popular in

spirit as well as in name.

On the 1st day of January, 1823, Governor Joseph C.

Yates was inaugurated at Albany. It may be said that the

State of Xew York was at that time in profound political

peace.

But the clearest weather is often a breeder of the heaviest

storm, and in the following year that unity was shivered all

to pieces. In the United States the Presidential question de-
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ranges everything else
;

tlie battle for the chief magistracy,

which, unhappily for us, occurs once in every four years, is the

measure of the progress of events and the state of parties.

To the question who should succeed Mr. Monroe discordant

replies were given ;
and no less than five Richmonds took the

field, in the persons of Calhoun, Clay, Jackson, Adams, and

Crawford. Of these Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of War, was

the favorite of the younger army men. My father, then sta-

tioned at Washington, and aide to the general of the army,

was, as I have previously observed, one of his ardent su]3port-

ers. Mr. Van Buren, on the other hand, a Senator of the Unit-

ed States, and still actively interested in 'New York politics,

took the side of William 11. Crawford. The Crawford move-

ment was so distasteful to many in the State of New York,

that a party of considerable strength, known as the People's

Party, was formed, rather to oppose him than to support

any particular candidate. The opposition was successful, and

resulted in the election of John Quincy Adams, of Massa-

chusetts.

In that celebrated campaign my father took an active part.

Among the means employed to defeat Mr. Crawford was the

establishment of a newspaper in this city, called the JVew

Yorh Patriot. Its editor, Colonel Charles G. Haines, was a

native of New Hampshire, a man of ability, and an intelli-

gent, zealous politician. The more immediate object of the

attacks of the Patriot was Major Mordecai M. Noah, the edi-

tor of a rival journal. My father, a warm friend and con-

stant correspondent of Colonel Haines, wrote for the Pa-

triot, advocating the cause of Mr. Calhoun, and taking

special and particular delight in vivisecting Major Noah.

The inauguration of Mr. Adams in 1825 was followed in a

few months by the return of De Witt Clinton to power in the

State of New York. The manner of this re-appearance was

intensely dramatic; it constituted the sensation of the day.

The Crawford party, then in the ascendant in the Legisla-

ture, intending to place their adversaries in a dilemma, rashly
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attacked Mr. Clinton, and turned him out of a minor office

wliich he had held for many years. The result was to make

him the most popular man in the State. Aroused at an un-

called-for and wanton afiront like this, men started up on all

sides, called meetings, lighted bonfires, launched anathemas at

the political blunderers at Albany, and vowed that Mr. Clin-

ton's wrongs should be avenged. It is certain that Mr. Van

Buren, always shrewd and sagacious, had nothing to do with

this business, the result of which was ruinous to the man

whom he supported. A coalition took place between the

People's Party and the friends of Mr. Clintpn; and in the

autumn of 1S25 he was again elected Governor of the State

of Xew York. One of his earliest acts was to call Colonel

Haines to Albany and make him his Adjutant-general.

In connection with this period in the history of our State

politics I present the reader with the following letter, which

shows the head of the army in the light of Mentor to his im-

petuous young friend, and contains a just tribute to Mr. Clin-

ton. It is dated at head-quarters, June 22, 1S25, midway be-

tween the inauguration of the President and the election in

Xew York. After some remarks of little interest here the

general continues :

" You must be aware that, as General-in-chief, it is very desirable that

I should be on terras of friendship with the President
;
and as he has

made me understand how desirous he was and is for mv good-will, we

can but march on together in good-fellowship. I say to you that Mr.

Adams has my regard, and I wish him so fortunate as to be re-elected

without opposition. I must not be suspected of any other sentiment.

"
3Iy feelings in relation to Mr. Clinton are of a different character.

He is a man very much after my own heart. Such men as Clinton are

always ready to put all to hazard in a great cause. They do not stop to

calculate when they should act. De Witt Clinton has carried his coun-

try forward a quarter of a century at least, by the undoubting movement

he made in commencing the New York canals. I mention this to show

my estimate of his mind. Had he been Grovernor of Xew York in 1812

he would have taken possession of Canada very far down the St. Law-

rence as a duty and as a business of course about which not much
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speaking or writing AA'ould have been called forth. It would have

turned upon the efficiency of a single mind acting upon a great body
like New York, and the utter insignificance of Canada to Quebec at the

opening of the war. Mr. Clinton is no ordinary man, and though his fame

is as lasting as the waters of the great lakes, he will be politically pros-

trated again, if he and his distinguished friends are found in the ranks

against Mr. Adams. Mr. Clinton and his friends must not be found in

opposition to the administration of Adams, if they intend to hold the

government of New York. If you cannot bring yourself to entertain

kind feelings toward Mr. Adams, you can, I hojje, desire the political

prosperity of Mr. Clinton. If so, give him your most zealous, your most

devoted support as Governor of New York, and never allow him to be

represented as in opposition to the National Government. Re-elect him

by some twenty thousand majority, and then, yes, then keep quiet, at

least modest, on the Presidential question. I am out of all patience

with the ridiculous, the empty friends of Governor Clinton, who name

him for the office so well filled by Mr. Adams before they are sure of

even the State of New York.
" You are presumed to know me

; you do know me
;
and on all proper

occasions I ask you to say that I am devoted to the administration of

Adams, and that I think the State of New York would be disgraced if

she should again forget what is due to Clinton.

"Mr. Adams is willing to believe you are his friend. Your burlesque

of Governor Troup's Message* is too good to be lost. It gave the Presi-

dent a few moments of the most hearty enjoyment. Be not alarmed :

he can enjoy a good thing in silence as well as any man.

"What think you of our friend Calhoun's speeches to the South? I

pray God that he may prosper, but believe me when I sny that he cannot

be President of this happy country before he is turned of sixty. He will

be convinced of this truth before he is much older, and then he may

place his influence where it may serve the cause of a great man. Write

me often and fully. Yours, Jac. BROWN."t

*
George M. Troup, Governor of Georgia, and a pronounced

" States

Rights" man.

t By way of sequel to this letter I have placed in the Appendix a

document which, probably, now first sees the light. It was found among

my father's private papers, endorsed by him, and carefully put away. It

is interesting, not only as a contribution to the political history of the

era, but also as showing how intimate were the relations between Gen-

eral Brown and my father, and how ample were liis opportunities of
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I have reached the year in which my fathers active politi-

cal life began. It was during the canvass of 1S2S. Andrew

Jackson and John C. Calhoun were candidates for the Presi-

dency and Yice-Presidency. General Jackson was supported

by those who opposed the re-election of Mr. Adams. In Ot-

sego County a Republican committee was formed, of which

my father was chairman. In maintaining the cause of Gen-

eral Jackson he was also obliged to resist one of the most re-

markable political movements that ever agitated the people of

the State of Xew York.

In the summer of 1826, while Major Dix was in Europe on

his mission to the Danish Court, a great sensation was caused

in the neighborhood of Buffalo by the disappearance of one

"William Morgan. This man, a member of the Order of

Free and Accepted Masons, suddenly vanished from the sight

of his friends
; nor, to this hour, is it certainly known what

was his fate. But he had betrayed the secret of the Order,

and there is little doubt that he was murdered by members of

that society. Investigation disclosed the fact of the nocturnal

journey of a coach, drawn by relays of swift horses, and the

conveyance of a mysterious victim to the borders of Lake

Erie
;
and there were rumors of the launcliing of a boat on

the gloomy waters at midnight, and its return with one man
less than it bore away. The whole western part of the State

became excited over the crime
;
that excitement became in^

tense as time passed on, and it was found impossible either to

detect the perpetrators of the outrage or ascertain the fate of

studying the movements of that day. "Whatever helps us to discover

the motives and comprehend the thoughts of men in high position is of

general benefit
;
and no one can ftiil to observe, in reading the follow-

ing paper, how keen was the sense of honor of the public men of that

day, to whom it was matter of grave concern that the shadow of a sus-

picion of their motives should fall upon the record of their lives. The

subject referred to, as will be seen, is the attitude of Mr. Calhoun before

the country in connection with the Presidential canvass of the year 1834.

{See Appendix, Xo. I.)
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their victim. Failing in tlie attempt to bring the criminals

to justice, the people in that part of the State, conceiving a

horror of Freemasonry, determined to obtain, through the

ballot, some reparation for the murder of Morgan. They ac-

cordingly resolved that no man belonging to the Order of

Masons ought to hold any public office
;
and they made this

the issue wherever called upon to vote.

The movement had, at the outset, no reference to the polit-

ical question of the hour. It showed itself first in the local

elections of the autumn of 1826, as a personal matter exclu-

sively
—no Mason of any party was to be voted for or allowed

to hold office. It was the result of a feeling, partly of terror,

and partly of indignation against a secret society, which ap-

peared to be able to spirit men out of this world with impu-

nity, and defended the acts of its members to any extent

to which they might go. As time passed on the excitement

increased
;
the Antimasons, as they were called, enraged at

the failure of each successive attempt to detect the authors of

the crime, and stimulated by fresh disclosures of the incidents

of that fatal summer's night, kept growing in number, until

they began to carry county after county, and assumed pro-

portions which astonished the leaders of the old parties, and

made them doubtful what course to pursue. Political Anti-

masonry had as yet no existence
;
but it became daily more

evident that the movement must ultimately take that di-

rection.

Thus matters stood wdien the administration of Mr. Adams
drew toward its end, and the question of the succession came

up. The people of this State, other than those engaged in

the Antimasonic movement, divided, part desiring the re-

election of the President, and part favoring a change. It be-

gan to be believed that Governor Clinton and Mr. Yan Buren,

who at that time was still in the United States Senate, would

unite in supporting General Jackson for the Presidency. But

General Jackson was not only a Mason, but very high in the

Order. Governor Clinton also belonged to it. The friends of
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Mr. Adams saw that to carry the State for him against Jack-

son it would be of infinite value to secure the Antimasonic

vote. But the difficulty lay here : that the Antimasons, bent

solely on their one idea, declined to unite with either party,

and refused to merge their organization in any other. Such

was the state of affairs when Governor Clinton passed from

the scene. He died suddenly, on the 11th day of February,

1828, at a moment when his popularity and influence were

greater, perhaps, than at any former period of his life.

In the autumn of that year occurred the elections for

President of the United States and Governor of the State of

New York. The party who styled themselves National Re-

publicans supported Mr. Adams for President, and Francis

Granger for Governor. Had the Antimasons joined them

the alliance would have been irresistible : instead of doing

so, they put up a candidate of their own, Solomon Southwick.

The selection could hardly have been more unfortunate. The

result was that Mr. Yan Buren was elected Governor by the

Jackson party, although the Antimasons carried fifteen coun-

ties, and polled nearly seventy thousand votes. Their move-

ment had assumed gigantic proportions.

General Jackson was inaugurated March 4:,
1829. He im-

mediately invited Governor Yan Buren to a place in his cabi-

net, as Secretary of State. The invitation was accepted ;
and

on the 12th of March Lieutenant-governor Enos B. Throop
became Acting Governor of this State. The condition of

New York politics was critical. Of the thirty-six electoral

votes General Jackson had received twenty, the remaining
sixteen being cast for Mr. Adams. The Antimasonic voters,

having no Presidential candidate of their own, united with

the supporters of Mr. Adams against General Jackson, and

thus the electoral vote was nearly equally divided. As the

National Republicans were declining, while the Antimasons

remained enthusiastic and hopeful, it seemed possible that the

latter might become the great opposition party of the future.

In effect, in the year 1830, as we shall see, they polled 128,000
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votes, and came near electing their candidate for governor.

They were already preparing to extend their organization

into other States, to hold a National Convention, and to take

steps to secure, if possible, the Presidency.
It was with this singular body, in the earlier stage of its his-

tory, that my father had to contend, as a supporter of General

Jackson and Mr. Yan Buren. During the years 1828, 1829,

and 1830 he was actively engaged in the Jackson movement,
as chairman of the Republican Committee of Otsego County.
His name is signed to more than one address to the electors

of that county, in which the character of political Antima-

sonry is critically analyzed. According to him, it was no

longer inspired by an honest and virtuous feeling growing
out of the violence committed on the person of Captain Mor-

gan, and aiming at the punishment of the perpetrators, but

had become a political instrument for the elevation of ambi-

tious men to power. lie held that its princij)les involved an

indiscriminate condemnation of the innocent and the guilty ;

that it had proved itself joroscriptive, uncharitable, and bar-

barous
;
that in certain parts of the State it had separated

parents and children, friends and neighbors, dissolved the

very ties of blood, and in more than one case invaded the

altars of religion, showing itself to be the same spirit which

in other countries had shaken the fabric of society to its

foundations, and filled them with scenes of disorder and ca-

lamity.* For these and other reasons, he strenuously op-

posed a party which, already identified with the fanatics of

an earlier date, and now rapidly taking the shape of a purely

political organization, disputed the field with the old Demo-

cratic Republicans, and aimed at securing the control, not of

the State of Xew York only, but ultimately of the National

Government. In an article joublished in the Freeman's Jour-

nal, May, 1829, he thus discusses the subject :

*
Addresses, dated Coopcrstown, October 30, 1829, and October 25,

1830, and issued by the Republican Central Corresponding Committee.
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" There are but two views in which it is capable of presenting itself—
first, as a moral, and, second, as a political question ;

and these we shall

briefly examine.
"
First, as a moral question. There can be no difference of opinion as

to the outrage offered to the civil institutions of the country and the

principles of humanity in the violence committed on the person of Mor-

gan. It is an act which Carries its own condemnation with it into the

heart of every one
;
and it desei-ves that all the energy of the laws should

be exerted to visit upon those concerned in it a retribution suited to its

enormity. But it is difficult to perceive in what manner it differs essen-

tially from ordinary offences of the same denomination. In degree it

certainly bears no comparison with the repeated murders of Patty Can-

non and her coadjutors, which have recently been brought to light in

Delaware
;
and if the motives which instigate to enormities of this sort

deserve a comparison, it would be an extremely difficult task to deter-

mine the relative degrees which revenge and avarice bear to each other

in the scale of guilt. If it be said that the abduction of Morgan was the

result of a combination, and a deliberate plan matured and executed by
a mutual counsel and a concerted action, the reply is that the same char-

acteristics belong to the other cases which have been cited
;
that they

are violent aggravations of the guilt ;
that no effort should be spared to

pursue the culprits into their most secret retreats, and to lay bare the

conspiracy to its minutest and most distant ramifications. If it be as-

serted that it was only by means of the Masonic institution that the mur-

der of Morgan could be perpetrated and concealed, we deny the posi-

tion. Far wider and more desolating conspiracies have been fonned and

executed with no other bond of secrecy than that which is contained in

a common interest and a common passion. "Who, for instance, believes

that the conspiracy which was near overturning the Roman Republic
would have been better confirmed and concealed by the mysterious sanc-

tions of Masonry, than by the barbarous pledges which each one gave to

his fellows in the humani corporis mnguinem tino permixtum in pateris?

But even were it conceded that the bond of Masonry has in this in-

stance been instrumental to the perpetration and concealment of a deed

of blood, what institution is exempt from the same imputation ? The
most extensive and barbarous conspiracies in the history of society are

those which have been formed, and in some instances accomplished, un-

der the sanction of religious ties. It is only necessary to cite the Gun-

powder Treason m England, and the Eve of St. Bartholomew in France,
to feel the force of this observation. If it be said that the spirit of Ma-

sonry leads, by force of any inherent tendency, to the production of vio-

lence and social disorder, the history of society may safely be appealed
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to for a refutation of the assertion. The institution has enjoyed, in a

quiet and inoflfensive way, its idle mysticisms. We look upon it with no

very friendly prepossessions; on the contrary, we have always deemed it

a mere collection of formalities, unworthy the very time expended on

them. But on this point we acknowledge our profound ignorance ; and,
in doing so, we might, but for a reluctance to give pledges with regard
to our future course in life, even go farther, and unite with a fallen poli-

tician in saying that we ' never shall be a Mason.' But the time, we

trust, is long past when the guilt of a few members of any society is to

draw along with it the condemnation and punishment of all the others.

It is one of the characteristics of an enlightened age to separate the

innocent and the guilty, to distinguish between individuals and the

societies or institutions of which they chance to be members. It is the

province of ignorance and barbarism to punish the individual by anni-

hilating the mass, to retribute particular guilt by general condemnation.

The abduction of Morgan is unquestionably, as to all the guilty, a remove

from the refinements and charities of the age toward the rudeness and

barbarism of ages which are past. To visit that act witli indiscriminate

punishment would be a similar remove on the part of the whole com-

munity. That such will be our course we are not yet prepared to be-

lieve : that such a doctrine can long be even covertly propagated we do

not believe. The whole matter of Morgan, as a moral question, resolves

itself into a case of great simplicity. An outrage has been committed

against the laws, which have appointed the penalty and prescribed the

method of investigation. If they are inadequate, in this case, to detect

the authors, it is the result of that imperfection in which all human insti-

tutions particijoate; and it is to be remembered that far more atrocious

deeds of violence and cruelty have eluded forever the researches of man,
and are reserved for that final retribution which no device of art, no

bond of secrecy, can escape.

"Second, as a political question. As long as the efforts of Autima-

sonry were honestly directed to the detection and exposure of a crime

and the punishment of its perpetrators, it was purely a moral question.

But in the course of its progress it has assumed a totally different com-

plexion, not only by means of new elements combined with it, but by
means of the new objects which it j^roposes for attainment

;
and it has

now become entirely a political question. It is almost unnecessary to

trace the influences by which this excitement has been gradually con-

verted, from a virtuous and disinterested, into a base and personal im-

pulse. The liistory of all free governments, in which great results are to

be produced by acting upon public opinion, is prolific in instances of the

same nature. There is always a body of disa2)pointcd individuals, the
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outcasts and remnants of party ;
men who are ever sagacious in discover-

ing that a declining cause has ' no ground of principle,' and that a rising

one is the cause of religion and philanthropy ;
-whose hopes of success

depend upon disturbing the established order and institutions of society ;

and who are always prompt to advocate excitement of any species, with-

drawing its efforts from its legitimate aims, and going on in friendly

companionship in its course to power. Among the Antimasons there are

many virtuous individuals, who will in future times, when tlie present

indignation shall have had its crisis, be surprised at the transition which

has taken place in their measures, while their motives have remained the

same—who will be unable to comprehend how they have been deluded

into the support of men whom, in dispassionate moments, they would

deem utterly unworthy of their co-operation and confidence. It should

have been a reflection with every honest man, when the efforts of Anti-

masons were first pointed to the acquisition of political power, whether

he would be willing to share political power with such coadjutors.

Nothing but undue passion could have overlooked the inquiry or ob-

scured the reply. Happily the inquiry has now become a common one,

and the process of separation is going on so rapidly that we may soon

expect to see the Antimasonic phalanx reduced to a meagre array of

bigotry and prejudice, supported, or rather enfeebled, by those derelicts

of party who, for the last ten years, have been volunteers at every gath-

ering, and fugitives at every defeat.

" The whole matter of Antimasonry, as a political question, resolves

itself into a very simple proposition, which this community is called on

to decide. Shall the reins of government be continued in the hands of

the party which now holds them—the party which has always been

faithful to the great cause of Republican principles
—the party with which

all our most grateful recollections and our best hopes are associated
;
or

shall this party be abased, and insanity and passion be elevated to the

seats of power? We would not wrong this community so much as to

entertain the slightest doubt of the manner in which this question will

be put at rest. Even if the issue of the late elections in the very strong-

holds of this new political sect, where its merits are best appreciated,

had not brought us unerring assurance of its approaching downfall,

respect for the people of this State would forbid us to entertain a sus-

picion which would be equally inconsistent with their good-sense and

justice, and with the intellectual light of the age in which we live."

The Antimasonic movement ultimately died out
;
but in

expiring it gave birth to a new party, which in after-years
I.—8
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attained to the political control of the State of l!^ew York.

Assuming tlie title of "
Whig," and thus cunningly casting

on the old organization the refieetion of Toryism, this new

organization disputed the field with such success that, in the

year 1839, its candidate, "William II. Seward, was elected Gov-

ernor. Thus parties rise and decline, succeeding one another

in a measured procession, and each perishing, apparently, of

diseases engendered in its full prosperity.

I proceed to a subject which began to engage my father's

serious thoughts during his residence in Otsego County.
The question of slavery was, undoubtedly, one of the gravest
that ever engaged the attention of American statesmen. On
this his views never changed ; they were the same in 1829 as

in 1859. What they were may be seen from two addresses

delivered by him, one in Cooperstown, in 1829, the other in

Albany, two years later, in the interests of the Colonization

Society.

A plan for colonizing the free blacks of the United States

in some foreign country was first proposed in the Legislature

of the State of Yirginia ;
in the year 1816 a joint resolution

was adopted, with only ten dissenting voices in both branches

of that body, authorizing the Executive of the State to solicit

the aid of the general government in attaining the contem-

plated objects. Similar resolutions were soon afterward pass-

ed by the Legislatures of the States of Maryland, Georgia, and

Tennessee, all looking to the colonization of the free blacks of

the L^nited States in some distant region, where they might

participate, in fact as well as in form, in the benefits of a free

and independent government, and enjoy the consideration

and privileges from which they were debarred here by the

structure of society and individual prejudice. The first prac-

tical attempt to give effect to these declarations was made in

the year 1816, when a society was organized in the city of

Washington, with Judge Washington, of the Supreme Court

of the United States, at its head, under the name of the Soci-

ety for Colonizing the Free People of Color of the United
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States. Under the auspices of this society several establish-

ments were formed at Cape Monserrado and its yicinity, on

the Gold Coast of Africa
;
an extensive tract of country, under

the name of Liberia, was ceded to the society, for the pur-

poses of colonization, by the surrounding tribes of natives
;

and the results were so successful as to lead to attempts to

extend the influence of the Society by every suitable means,

especially as the enterprise rested on the exertions of individ-

ual zeal and benevolence.

Accordinorlv, a meeting of citizens of the countv of Otsego

was held at the Court-house in the viUage of Cooperstown,
on the evening of the 12th of Xovember, 1S29, to take into

consideration the propriety of forming an auxiliary society.

Samuel Nelson, Circuit Judge, and one of the Vice-Presidents

of the State Society, took the chair
;
and Levi Beardsley, of

Cherry Valley, was appointed secretary. The objects of the

meeting having been stated from the chair, the following
resolution was offered by Mr. Dix :

^'Eetolted, That this meeting, entertaining a high sense of the benefits to

be expected from African colonization, proceed to organize a County So-

ciety, as an auxiliary of the State Society of Xew York, for the purpose
of facilitating the transportation to Liberia of such free people of color

as may be disposed to be transported to that colony."

The resolution was moved in an able address
; and, as this

was the first public occasion on which the subject had been

agitated in Otsego Coimty, the speaker went more extensively
into detail than would otherwise have been necessary, in ex-

plaining the design of the American Colonization Society,

the advantages which it promised, and the progress which

had been made in the execution of its objects.

Tlie same subjects were handled in another speech, made at

the Capitol in Albany, April 2, 1831, on the occasion of the

fii-st anniversary meeting of the Xew York State Colonization

Society, at which General Dix was present by special invi-

tation.
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I refer to these two speeches in order to show my father's

estimate of the institution of slavery ;
how profound was his

horror of it, and how keen his sense of the evils resulting

from it
;
while at the same time he felt the grave difficulties

of the subject, and respected the position and the constitu-

tional rights of those persons who had the misfortune to be

slave-holders. Referring to the free blacks, and the benefits

which they would derive from emigration, he says :

"There is not in the history of civilization—nay, not in the liistory of

barbarism itself—an instance of degradation so fixed and hopeless as

that to which this unhappy race is consigned among us. It would be

inaccurate to say that Nature has set up between us and them an insuper-

able barrier. But certain it is that the difference of color, which is in

the order of nature, has grown, through the infamous institution of slav-

ery
—through tlie act of man and not of God—to be a living memento

of bonds and servitude which Nature herself cannot efface. Among the

nations of antiquity there was no sucli obstacle to the elevation of the

slave to the grade of tiie master. There was no difference of color, no

constitutional incongruity of the species, by means of which the act of

manumission could possibly leave behind it a vestige of degradation.

Freedom exhibited itself to him with all the allurements of consideration

and equality ;
it excited the spirit of ambition, and animated the exertions

of industry. Accordingly we find in the ranks of servitude men who
added lustre to the age in which they lived. But I hazard nothing in

saying that if these men had sprung up among this outcast race, no

brilliancy of genius could have silenced the suggestions of prejudice and

raised them, as they were raised, to the level of their masters. It ic in

vain, under the influence of such discouragements, that civil rights and

equality of political privileges are extended, in a spirit of justice and

philantliropy, to blacks among us. It is a mere mockery of freedom,

when our prejudices render inoperative all concessions in their favor;

when they are still consigned, by the condemnations of opinion, to an in-

feriority without hope and witliout limit. It is impossible that such a

condition of moral proscription can bring forth any fruit of excellence or

virtue. Ambition and the very hope of distinction are poisoned at their

source; debasement grows into a habit, and the sense of subjection be-

comes a part of the mind itself. I know that it has been asserted that

the African race is originally inferior in j^oint of mental endowments to

the race of whites. Sir, this is not a proper occasion for entering into a

discussion of this question ;
but it is worthy of reflection Avhethcr this
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deduction, which professes to be drawn from certain peculiarities of or-

ganization, or from the degraded condition of the blacks among us—I

say it is worthy of our reflection whether this is not a mere arbitrary

deduction, whether it is not at war with all legitimate philosophy, and

whether there is not an unpardonable degree of moral presumption
in attempting the solution of such a problem with such uncertain

lights. ... At all events, it would be both unjust and unphilosophical

to deduce their inferiority from the very degradation which we our-

selves have created, to expect any bright examples of virtue or genius

from those whom we have oppressed for a long series of generations

with all the burdens of an ignominious servitude, and whom we have

finally endued with nominal freedom, merely to degrade them still far-

ther with a moral proscription as oppressive, and more insulting, thau

the very bonds with which it has been exchanged.

"I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that this condition of the free blacks

among us is altogether without remedy ;
that here they must forever re-

main outcasts from the pale of our affections and almost of our sympa-
thies. It is only necessary for each of us to refer to his own breast to

feel that this is the fact. For where is the man who would admit them

to farther privileges, who would elevate them to his own rank in society

or give them access to the bosom of his family ? "Where is the man who
does not feel that they are a burden and an encumbrance to the body

politic, pressing with a leaden weight upon its foundations, disfiguring

its proportions, and impairing its strength ? Sir, it is this very convic-

tion—the conviction that their condition here is without remedy—which

should render us the more sensible to the long series of injustice with

which they have been visited ; whicli should stimulate us to do all in

our power to provide for them a refuge from their present debasement,
where they may assume their proper rank in the scale of being, and
where at least their degradation may not be perpetuated by rearing up
their children and forming their minds amid associations of inferiority

and social subjection."

Again, lie sajs :

"
It is worthy of reflection whether any sincere friend of emancipation

can, without inconsistency, withhold his assistance from the plan of col-

onization—whether it is not a misconceived and a misdirected mercy,
which would strike off the fetters of the slave to consign him to a state

of moral proscription differing from physical bondage only in the name.

Emancipation, as it exists among us, is, in fact, a mere exchange of phys-
ical for moral servitude

;
and if the latter is not attended with all the
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restrictions of the former, neither is it attended with the parental super-

vision and providence which are often its companions."

There can be no doubt as to the views of one who uttered

the following words :

" Considered as a mere measure of political economy, colonization has

as strong a claim upon us in its tendency to hasten the extinction of

slavery as any measure which can be devised for the promotion of the

productive industry of the United States. It is an opinion as ancient

as slavery itself, that the labor of bondmen is gradually destructive of

the soil to which it is applied."

Then, after fortifying this view by a variety of arguments
and illustrations from Pliny, Tacitus, and other writers, an-

cient and modern, and by the result of our own ex]3erience,

he continues :

"It is not merely because slavery is an impediment to the develop-

ment of our national resources that its presence among us is to be de-

plored. It is an impediment also to the assertion of the rank which we
claim to hold among the advocates of the rights of man. It may not

put at hazard the success of the great experiment which we are carrying

on of the competency of mankind to self-government ;
for it is not incon-

sistent with its success that he who is fitted for freedom should hold in

bondage his fellow-man. But it involves, unquestionably, a denial of the

fundamental doctrine of our political institutions, that life, liberty, and

the pursuit of happiness are natural and inalienable rights. It is a

degradation of the tenure of freedom from a principle above all human

law to the principle of brute force—the principle from which despotism

itself derives its title. It may not impair the stability of our free insti-

tutions, but it impairs our influence in promoting the diffusion of their

principles. For who shall be bound to attend to the assertion of rights

by us which we refuse to recognize in others ? With what effect can

we pronounce the culogium of free institutions when our utterance is

mingled and confounded with the accents of oppression and servitude?

We have, unquestionably, a justification in the fact that slavery was im-

posed upon us against our wishes, during our dependence upon a foreign

state; but this circumstance Avill cease to be a justification the moment

we falter in our exertions to redress the injury.

"In speaking these sentiments I say nothing to which the sentiments

of every liberal gentleman in the South will not respond. Nor do I



1828-18;W.] EXPLICIT VIEWS ON SLAVERY. 119

fear, Sir, that their utterance here will be misapprehended. I believe the

universal feeling of this assembly will bear me out in saying that the

slave-holding States themselves would not be more ready than we to

resist any attempt to exterminate the unquestionable evil of slavery by

measures not warranted by the Constitution under which we live. That

it has been abolished with us is the happiness of an accidental position;

that it still exists in othef sections of the Union is the misfortune of

theirs. When and in what manner it shall be abolished within the lim-

its of individual States must be left to their own voluntary deliberations.

The Federal Government has no control over this subject : it concerns

rights of property secured by the Federal compact upon which our civil

liberties mainly depend; it is a part of the same collection of political

rights ;
and every invasion of it would impair the tenure by which every

other is held. For this reason alone, if for no other, we would discoun-

tenance and oppose any attempt to control it by unconstitutional inter-

ference. . . . The American Society has disclaimed from the first moment

of its institution all intention of interfering with rights of property

recognized by the Federal compact to which the States are parties. It

contemplates no purpose of abolition
;

it touches no slave until his fet-

ters have been voluntarily stricken oflF by the hand of his own master:

all its purposes are subordinate to the rules of public law and the sug-

gestions of private justice and humanity. But it is to the South—to

Virginia
—that we are indebted for the origin of this great plan; and we

are indebted to that State at least for a co-operation in every plan which

has tended to elevate the human character or to promote the interests and

honor of the Republic. Her voice was raised against the intrusion of

slaves upon her during her Colonial subjection ; and, faithful to her

principles, she was the first among the Southern States in endeavoring to

free herself from the incumbrance when she had risen to Independence."

These extracts present as clearly as possible the views of

the speaker on the terrible subject to which they relate. He

regarded slavery as in itself an evil, a blot on our institu-

tions, and an injury to us politically, socially, and morally.

Still, it was an evil which had been forced upon us, and one

which must be left to work itself out. The process, though

slow, would be sure
;
under the pressure of iiTcsistible laws

it must gradually disappear, l^o one might justly interfere

with it where it already existed
;
the rights of the owner

of slaves must be respected and maintained. Still, the ulti-
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mate abolition of the institution was merely a question of

time
;
he looked for it with assurance as a thing greatly to be

desired, and in this he claimed that the sympathies even of

intelligent Southerners must be with him. His closing words

are strong and forcible :

" We are bound by every motive of patriotism to promote the emigra-

tion of a caste, Avliose presence among us is an impediment to the devel-

opment of our national resources, to the progress of our social improve-

ment, and to the fulfilment of our destinies as a great people. And we

are bound by our devotion to the cause of liberal government to unite

in the execution of a plan of which the most distant result may be the

extinction of an institution which stands alone and isolated among
the other institutions of society

—a solitary monumekt of a barbar-

ous AGE."

Such were my father's views on the question which emljar-

rassed our statesmen from the first, and ultimately led to the

Civil War. I think they never changed. He was no aboli-

tionist in the technical sense in which the word came to be

used, but he cordially disliked slavery, and desired its extinc-

tion
; yet not by measures which would have invaded the

rights of our Southern brethren under the compact of the

Federal Constitution.

In the year 1830 the home at Coopcrstown was broken up.

Toward the close of the summer the office of Adjutant-gen-
eral of the State of New York became vacant, in consequence
of the death of its incumbent, Nicholas F. Beck. In accord-

ance with the wishes of political friends, Mr. Dix allowed his

name to be presented to Governor Throop. He did not, how-

ever, desire the appointment ;
he was happy and contented in

his quiet country home by the beautiful lake. Writing to an

intimate friend, on the 18th of July, he says :

" I allowed my name to be presented to the Governor, with

the expectation, at the time, that I could pass at least seven

months here. I am told, however, that my residence must be

in Albany, and I am, therefore, thinking of withdrawing my
name. There is much to be considered on both sides. The
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salary is only $800, but the Adjutant-general is one of ' the

Regency,' and shares a portion of the odium of all mishaps
which occur in the administration of the government

—a re-

sponsibility which would be particularly agreeable to me. In

short, it is a political station, besides being a military post

of considerable importance
—and a station, too, in immediate

connection with the government. My means of forming ac-

quaintances and of attracting pubHc attention would be highly
favorable. On the other hand, I must break up my establish-

ment here, abandon my law business, which is increasing, and

give up my hopes from popular favor. I know not what to

do, and I must decide before I can receive the benefit of

your counsels."

On the 20th he writes to the same friend :

" As to the Adjutant-generalcy, I have concluded to let the

matter take its course. I shall make no exertion to obtain

it. My name is before the Governor, and I do not wish the

appointment, unless he wishes me to take it."

When the offer came it was accepted. His promotion had

been rapid, yet not more so than might have been expected.
It is observed by Hammond that,

" from the character and

talents of Mr, Dix, and more especially from the knowledge
he had acquired of military science in the service of the

United States, his selection by Governor Throop as Adju-
tant-general was very judicious, and the appointment was

approved by tlie public."*
In a letter dated December 19, 1830, my father says :

" I am compelled to write you in great haste, and can only

say that we are breaking up house-keeping to go to Albanv.
'•It is with great regret that I leave this place. I have

been happy here, and, what is more, quiet and tranquil. I

now go to scenes of turbulence and commotion; and, al-

though I am fond of active hfe, I have no doubt that I shall

look back with regret upon the peaceful valleys of Otsego."

* Vol. ii., p. 241.
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IV.

The removal from Cooperstown to Albany took place in

the depth of the winter. For the twelve following years my
father resided in that city, enjoying the genial and pleasant

society of the place. His life was one of incessant activity

and industry. He filled three or four offices of importance
in succession, and threw himself with ardor into the work de-

manded by each.

As Adjutant -general he had the supervision of military
affairs in the State of Xew York. The security of the

civil order depends upon its possessing ample means of de-

fence against external enemies, and of protection from law-

less and seditious persons at home. For these purposes

standing armies are employed by despotic and monarchical

governments ;
while republics have been accustomed to rely

on the vigilance and patriotism of the great body of the citi-

zens. To raise and train an adequate and efficient militia is,

therefore, an object of great importance in a country like our

own. Among the duties of Congress, as prescribed in the

Constitution of the United States, is that of providing a na-

tional militia, to execute the laws of the Union, suppress in-

surrections, and repel invasions.* It is the duty of the States

to promote the design by such additional legislation as is

adapted to insure the efficiency of our National Guard.

A report on the subject of the Militia System of the 'State

of ]S'ew York was made to the Legislature, January 5, 1832,

by the Adjutant-general. It may be found in full in vol. ii.

of his Speeches and Addresses. It was called forth by a refer-

* Art. II., sec. viii., 12, 13, 15, 16, 18.
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ence to liim of certain bills which had been introduced in the

previous session. The tendency of those bills was to treat

the militia system as superfluous and burdensome, and still

farther to diminish its efficiency. These attacks upon the

system were not confined to the Legislature alone, but were

set on foot in the principal cities by mock organizations,

which paraded the streets in fantastical garb and absurd par-

aphernalia, in derision of the militia. The same spirit was

prevalent elsewhere. In the Legislature of Massachusetts, in

the session of 1830-'31, a committee was instructed, by a vote

of fifty-two majority, to bring in a bill to abolish all drills, in-

spections, and reviews of the militia, and such a bill was re-

ported accordingly. The effect, however, was to alarm the

conservative men of the House, and cause them to look into

the principles of the institution, and the alternative which its

abolition presented. After a fortnight's debate the bill was

rejected by a majority of fifty -six, and another was intro-

duced giving greater encouragement to the militia than any

passed since the war of 1812. General Dix was in corre-

spondence with the Adjutant-general of Massachusetts, Wil-

liam H. Sumner, on these matters, as regards which the two

officers appear to have been of one mind. His views are pre-

sented in his report already referred to. He argued that the

safety of the Republic required that the whole bodj'' of the

people should be trained to arms, and that a sufficient organi-

zation of our military force sliould be kept up to maintain,

against external and internal dangers, the public rights and

those of the private citizen. Instead of approving the bills

referred to him, lie therefore urged a more thorough organi-

zation and equipment of the militia, in view of dangers

abroad and at liomc. It becomes a great people to be always

prepared for war, and able to resist and suppress internal dis-

order and violence. While, urider our institutions, a standing

army is inadmissible, there ought to be ample provision for a

National Guard, and for the education of officers to take the

men into the field whenever it may be necessary. He re-
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garded the militia of the United States, provided for by the

Constitution, as a strictly military institution, peculiar in its

character to the civil order of which it was designed to be

the protection and support ;
the aim being to arm and disci-

pline every citizen, so as to be prepared to sustain, in all

emergencies, by the united force of the whole community, a

system established for the benefit of the whole. He did not

deny that there were defects in the militia system ;
his train-

ing as a soldier made him competent to discover them and

to suggest improvements ;
but liis dread of a large standing

army is evident, and he considered that the true source of

national order and safety is the intelligence and patriotism

of the citizens. As to remedies, he thought that they must

be sought from Congress, and not from the State Legislat-

ures
;
the general government had cognizance of the subject,

and the duty of the State organizations was to carry out

constitutional provisions, not to reverse or nullify them. In

this view of the paramount powers of Congress, and the pro-

priety of looking to them for the necessary remedies for ex-

isting defects, the Legislatures of Massachusetts and Virginia

appear to have concurred.*

Referring to the peculiar local situation of the city of Xew
York, he speaks of the importance and value of that uni-

formed volunteer force which has now grown to our splen-

did " First Division :"

"
Looking to external dangers," he observes,

" the city, from

its exposed situation, should be covered by a more numerous

and better-trained force than would be required if its position

were more central. But the danger from abroad is not the

only one. Wherever great wealth is accumulated are sure to

be found those vices which seek an unlawful sustenance by
preying upon it. Great numbers of persons without visible

* The reader may refer, in this connection, to the report of General

Townsend and that of the Military Committee of the New York Legis-

lature, in 1881.
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occupations have their habitations within the city ;
and the

detection of crimes has more than once led to the exposure of

organized bands of marauders, depredating under the cover

of secrecy upon the property of the citizens. The dangers to

be appreliended from riots and resistance of the public author-

ities are much increased by the presence of such an abandoned

class of transient persons. That these elements of disorder

have not led ere this to far more serious evils is, perhaps, to

be ascribed to the restraint of a numerous and well-trained

volunteer force, capable of being arrayed at a moment's warn-

ing in defence of the lives and property of the citizens. In

this view the uniformed corps of the city may be regarded
as a part of the municipal police, and in times of emergency

by far the most efficient part. The destruction of these corps
would expose the vast wealth of the city to depredation, and

the public order to scenes of violence and confusion."

Several chapters have been added to the history of the

l!^ew York mobs since that day ;
and each attempt on their

part to break loose confirms the justness of these views. The
First Division of the New York State N^ational Guard has

been growing constantly in efficiency. The interest of the

Adjutant-general in it was rewarded by the sight of its fine

condition when, many years afterward, he became its Com-

mander-in-chief.

I shall make but one more extract from this report. It

concludes in the following impressive terms :

"
Nothing could be more nnimating to the enemies of liberal govern-

ment than to behold the people of the United States, under the influ-

ence ot inconsiderable evils, voluntarily laying aside their arms, and

declining to prepare themselves, by exercise and discipline, for the pres-

ervation of social institutions and privileges which their ancestors pur-

chased with years of suffering and a profuse expenditure of treasure and

blood. No other event, it is conceived, would furjiisli evidence so con-

clusive of the decline of tliat moral spirit in the people upou which our

public liberties are dependent.

"As a final observation, it may be remarked tliat, by impairing the

cflSciency of the militia, the strongest argument is furnished in favor of
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increasing the regular anny. Whenever it shall become apparent that

the former is inadequate to the public defence—a period which may be

indefinitely postponed by a continuance of martial exercises—the whole

responsibility of maintaining the public order must be confided to regu-

lar troops, in the pay and under the control of the central government.
Under such circumstances the close of a war would no longer be a sig-

nal for disbanding the army employed in carrying it on. but it would

be kept up as a provision both against internal and external dangers.

Without reference to the incompatibility of this order of things with the

great principles of our political system, the vast expense of such a mili-

tary preparation would be a constant drain upon our public wealth, and

impair our ability to meet future exigencies, by diverting our resources

from the higher and more beneficial purposes of improving our internal

condition. In a word, it is only under the protection of the militia sys-

tem that the country is enabled at the termination of every contest to

lay aside the more massive and burdensome parts of its armor, and to

become prepared, with energies renewed by that very capacity, for suc-

ceeding scenes of danger."'

The views presented in this report were amply vindicated

during the late Civil AVar. Without the aid of the militia

regiments, which marched to the defence of the national

capital at the first note of alarm, the Federal Government

might have been overturned or driven from its seat bj the

insurgents; and it is believed that the arguments are as ap-

plicable to the subject now as when presented to the Legis-
lature nearly half a century ago. The report constitutes a de-

fence of the system of a !Xational Guard as an essential ingre-
dient in the political organization of the State. The necessity
of such a rampart against the public enemies can never again
be doubted. The dangers which menace our peace and pros-

perity are greater now than ever before
;
nor are they likely

to diminish, so long as base men are able, by the abuse of uni-

versal suffrage in our large cities, to secure and retain power,
and so long as the philosophical theories of the Socialist de-

ceive the ignorant with their fallacious promise, and the out-

breaks of the Communist stimulate the passions of the mob.

Brought into immediate connection with the government,
General Dix found himself at once affected by the agitations

I.—9
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of the period and a sharer in the political fortunes of those in

public office. The times were full of excitement. In the

year 1830 the people of the State of 'New York were broadly
divided into two great parties : the Democratic Kepublicans, or

Jackson Democrats, and the "National Republicans," as they
called themselves. General Jackson was in the White House,
and the State administration was in the hands of his friends.

But a powerful organization had been formed, with a view to

elect Henry Clay to the Presidency in 1833
;
and although

General Jackson, when first nominated, had declared his un-

willingness to serve a second term, his views had undergone a

change. Mr. Yan Buren, his Secretary of State, and Mr. Cal-

houn, then Yice-President, were already spoken of for the suc-

cession. General Jackson was determined that, whatever else

might happen, Mr. Calhoun should not have his place ; and,

owing to the strength of the movement for Mr. Clay, and un-

der the influence of Mr. Yan Buren's friends, the President

yielded, and consented to run for the second term. It does

not belong to this biography to treat at length of the many
exciting events of General Jackson's administration, such as

the rejection of the nomination of Mr. Yan Buren as Minister

to England ;
the veto of the bill for the renewal of the charter

of the United States Bank
;
and the fearful feud at the capi-

tal, when society w^as convulsed on the subject of the wives

of the Ministers of the Army, the l^avy, and the Treasury,

and when the Cabinet w^as broken up, after the President's

failure to arrange the visiting lists of Mesdames according to

his pleasure. The latter story reads like genteel comedy.

Nothing can be more entertaining tlian to discover the old

liero of New Orleans in ignominious retreat before Mrs. Cal-

houn and Mrs. Ingham, Mrs. Branch and Mrs. Berrien, who,

notwithstanding the ukase from the White House, resolutely

refuse to visit Mrs. Eaton or to invite her to visit them
;
nor

can one fail to be impressed by the agitated protests of their

husbands, who assure the President that as to matters of this

nature they are powerless to oblige him, and must decline the
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attempt to coerce their wives into visiting anybody -wliom

they had made up their minds not to visit. In vain did the

old hero storm and rage, becoming, indeed,
" so much excited

that he was like a roaring lion," Meanwhile, Mr, Yan Buren

(fortunate in being a widower) prudently kept out of the melee

—the only calm pereonage in the tableau. This was in the year

1830. The next year Mr. Yan Buren resigned ;
the Cabinet

was shivered to pieces, and a new one was formed
;
and from

that time Mr. Calhoun severed his relations with the Presi-

dent and Mr. Yan Buren, and took his own course, regardless

of old associations.

During the following year the political excitement in-

creased
;
the whole country was in a ferment about the

United States Bank, the tariff, the threatening attitude of

South Carolina, and the coming Presidential election. Fresh

fuel had been added to the flame by the insult offered to Mr,

Yan Buren by the Senate of the United States, to which I

have already referred. Appointed Minister to the Court of

St. James, he went to England in September, 1831, although
the nomination had not yet been acted on by the Senate,

which, indeed, was not to meet until the following December,

Meanwliile, an opposition was developed, under influence hos-

tile to the President, by whom the new minister had been ap-

pointed, as well as to Mr, Yan Buren himself, who was already

regarded as a candidate for the Presidency, More than two

months had elapsed since Mr, Yan Buren's arrival in London
before the Senate met. A long delay ensued after his name
had been sent in, until, in January, 1832, by the casting-vote
of Mr. Calhoun, the nomination was rejected. Xothing could

have been more mortifying than the position in which that

distinguished gentleman was thus placed. The action of the

Senate was without a precedent in the history of our diplo-

matic service, and the indignation caused by his treatment

was prodigious. Ilis friends in the Legislature, together with

many of the leading citizens of Albany, concurred in calling
a public meeting to denounce the action of the Senate. Gen-
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eral Dix was the first speaker. lie discussed, not merely the

direct occasion wliich had called forth that protest, but also

the history of the negotiations with Great Britain on the sub-

ject of our commercial intercourse with her I^ew England
Colonies.

"It is well known," lie said,
" that this is the first instance in the his-

tory of the government in which the nomination of a Minister by the

President has been rejected by the Senate after entering on the duties

of his office. The President is charged by the Constitution with the

management of our relations Avith foreign states
;
and it has always been

deemed proper that he should, as the responsible person, have the selec-

tion of his agents. So novel and extraordinary was this case, that it was

confidently expected by many that a removal of the injunction of secrecy

would exhibit sufficient evidences of the necessity of making it an ex-

ception to the general rule. It has exhibited no such thing; it has dis-

closed nothing of which the public were not already apprised, nothing
which has not already been pronounced upon by the judgment of the peo-

ple. It is true, we are informed by private letters, that imputations derog-

atory to the moral character of Mr. Van Buren were introduced into the

Senate—imputations contradicted by the whole tenor of his life, imputa-
tions sustained by no proof, disreputable in their grossness to the indi-

viduals who gave countenance to them, and insulting, beyond measure

insulting, to the body to which they were addressed. If they shall ever

see the light, they will be indignantly resented by all parties, whatever

may be their political predilections, as an outrage to justice and truth."

The only reason of a public nature relied on as a justifica-

tion for the rejection of Mr. Yan Buren appears to have been

the tenor of his instructions to Mr. McLane upon the negotia-

tion of the latter with Great Britain in relation to the West

India trade. After an argument in defence of Mr. Yan Buren

on this point, General Dix concluded by showing that politi-

cal hostility to the President was the moving spring of the

attack on the Minister to the Court of St. James. lie ends

with these words :

"I will no longer occupy the attention of this meeting. I feel that I

have already too long occupied it, although much remains to be said.

I am persuaded that I do not overrate the justice of the American people

when I say that there is no refuge for the authors of this blot upon the
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national character, and that time will record their indelible disgrace.

They will stand before the world, not merely in the light of men who
have brought dishonor upon the character of the country, but in the still

more odious light of political adversaries, who, in ministering to the pur-

poses of injustice and persecution, have accomplished a double object

of personal revenge.*'

There can be no doubt that the attack on Mr. Van Buren,

by directing general attention to him, as a sufferer under a

malicious persecution, proved to be one of the causes of his

nomination by the Baltimore Convention, in the following

May, for the office of Vice-President.

In the autumn of 1832 the Presidential election took place,

as well as that for Governor of this State. General Jackson

was the candidate of the Democratic Pepublicans ; Henry

Clay was nominated by the Xational Pepublicans ;
while the

political Antimasons supported Mr. William Wirt. On the

question of Governor the Xational Eepublicans and Anti-

masons united on Francis Granger; the candidate of the

Administration party was William L. Marcy. The result was

that Mr. Marcy received a majority of about 13,000, while

the President was kept in office for a second term. Mr. Van

Buren, the successful rival of Mr. Calhoun, was elected Vice-

President, and thus advanced one step nearer to the highest

prize in American politics.

The election of Governor Marcy caused a vacancy iu the

Senate of the United States, which was filled by the appoint-
ment of Silas Wright, then Comptroller of the State. Aza-

riah C. Flagg became Comptroller in Mr. Wright's place, and

General Dix was made Secretary of State, in the place of Mr.

Flagg. His appointment, January 15, 1833, was accepted on

the following day.

With the opening of that year came a renewal of excite-

ment in the political world. The policy of the government
on the tariff question had assumed a grave significance in con-

sequence of the action of South Carolina, where the doctrine

was now advanced that a State has the right to nullify the
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laws of Congress and secede from the Union. The President

had already announced, in a proclamation dated December 10,

1832, the course which he intended to take in case the advo-

cates of nullification should force a crisis
; and, as an adminis-

tration measure, a bill was pending in Congress, introduced

by Mr. Yerplanck, chairman of the Committee of Ways and

Means in the House of Representatives, which had for its ob-

ject a reduction of the tariff, with a view to such limitation of

the revenues of the country to its expenditures as should be

consistent with the simplicity of the government and an effi-

cient public service. This reduction was strongly opposed by
the manufacturing interest in the l^orthern and Eastern sec-

tions of the country. Under these circumstances a move was

made in Albany to obtain, if possible, an expression of public

opinion adverse to the Tariff Bill
;
and for that purpose a pub-

lic meeting was called, to take action, as was said, on the Presi-

dent's proclamation and on Mr. Yerplanck's measure. The

promoters of this movement appear to have concealed their

object so successfully as to induce large numbers of the Presi-

dent's friends to sign the call
;
but when they discovered that

the real design was, while approving the course of the Presi-

dent toward the South Carolina malcontents, to oppose, and

instruct our representatives in Congress to oppose, any farther

legislation on the tariff, the indignation of the victims of the

ruse was intense, and they resolved to repair to the meeting,

defeat its objects, and give true expression to their sentiments

on questions before the people. The leading part in this pro-

gramme was assigned to the newly-chosen Secretary of State.

The meeting was held in the City Hall. It was called to

order, and organized without opposition, by those who had

originally moved in the affair. Then a series of resolutions

was read
;
but before the question could be taken on their

adoption General Dix arose and asked a hearing. He said

that he was not prepared to give his assent to all the reso-

lutions
;
to those which related to the tariff he felt it liis

duty to object ;
and he moved, as a substitute, a series which
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he read. A scene of great confusion followed
;
an attempt

was made to prevent him from being heard
;
but loud cries

at once arose from all parts of the hall, and he was called

to the main staircase, whence he addressed the assemblage in

a speech which was received with long and loud applause.

Subsequently the uproar was renewed, and a scene of tumult

was presented which the witnesses describe as beggaring de-

scription, with shouts and cries of "Order!" "Question on the

substitute,"
"
Question on the resolutions," etc., the original

promoters of the meeting exhausting their efforts to control

the assembly. At this stage of proceedings Mr. Livingston,

ascending the staircase, exclaimed, at the top of his clear voice,

'''Friends of Andrew Jackson and of the siihsiitute, to the

Capitol ! Here ice have no fair chance of being heard !
"

The cry was echoed by a thousand voices
;
some two-thirds of

those present at once left the building and, with loud cheers,

proceeded to the Capitol. The great hall of that edifice was

filled to overflowing in a very few minutes. Judge Suther-

land was called to the chair
;
Chancellor Walworth and Gen-

eral Gansevoort were appointed vice-presidents, and General

Dix and William Seymour, secretaries. Addresses were made

by gentlemen previously prevented from speaking; an en-

thusiastic endorsement of the administration was given ;
and

resolutions offered by General Dix, and including the substi-

tute previously offered by him at the City Hall, were adopted
with great cheering and without a dissenting voice

;
while

copies of his speech, and of that of Mr. Benjamin F. Butler,

were requested for publication.

There are parts of this address which have a prophetic

sound; they breathe that intense devotion to the Union
which was with him a ruling passion. Alluding to the

spectre of Secession, even then looming on the view, he said :

"If the value of the Union shall be drawn into doubt for a moment in

the mind of any one, let hira advert to the condition of the country when
it was formed : let hira follow out its history during the half-century,

now nearly complete, that we have lived under it : let him contemplate
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the wealth, the strength, tlie national character, the public security, and,
above all, the internal tranquillity, which it has brought. Let him learn

from all this the value of that sacred tie which binds us together as one

people, vast as is the surface over which we are spread, uniting those

who with an unconquerable enterprise have penetrated the forests be-

yond the Alleghanies with the regions of cultivation from which they
came. And then let him turn to the reverse of the picture. Let him

merely contemplate the first fruits of disunion. Let him behold the fab-

ric of our government, the only existing monument to popular liberty,

upturned from its deepest foundations; disorder and confusion over-

spreading the face of the land
;
hostile forces, bearing the same fraternal

blood, arrayed against eacli other, and animated by new and unnatural

impulses into the most fierce and unrelenting animosity. Finally, let

him behold the seceding State appealing to some foreign power for pro-

tection against lier sisters, whose fellowship she had abjured; and from

the proud condition of equality in the noblest Union of free and enlight-

ened States the world ever saw, sinking, irretrievably sinking, into the

degradation of Colonial dependence ! I envy not the man who can dwell

without emotion upon scenes like these—who can stand without falter-

ing upon tlie precii^ice of disunion and look into the abyss beneath. . . .

"The considerations by which the necessity of preserving the Union

is supported are not to be measured by our own interests alone. I have

said, and I repeat, that it is connected with the cause of liberal institu-

tions throughout the world. A separation of these States would be a

direct retrogradation in the career of free government. Such an event

would come strongly in aid of the principles which in other countries

are arrayed against the extension of popular rights. It behooves us,

then, to advert to the relation which we bear to other nations. "We

stand before tlie world in a position which no other country ever occu-

pied. Our social and political institutions
;
the great results whicli we

have accomplished by our enterprise and industry in converting a vast

wilderness from barrenness to fertility; the principles of political right,

which we have reduced to successful practice upon a theatre almost un-

bounded in extent, attract to us the attention of the whole civilized

world. The friends of free government, wherever they are to be found,

turn to us as to the last hope of liberal institutions
;
and with an anxie-

ty the more intense, as all the lessons which history has furnished have

for them been lessons of discouragement. On us is devolved the solemn

responsibility of solving the problem, whether the highest degree of so-

cial happiness and political liberty may, under the same form of govern-

ment, be combined with strength, security, and wide extent of territory.

We are literally performing an experiment which may settle forever the
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competency of mankind to self-government. A vast responsibility rests

upon us, a responsibility to be measured, not by our interests alone, but

by the power of our example over the fortunes of other countries ; a re-

sponsibility only to be borne and fulfilled by maintaining inviolate, in

the whole extent of their application, the great principles which we have

assumed and announced to the world as the only just basis of human

government.
" Let us, then, deeply impressed with a sense of this high responsi-

bility, esteem no other obligation so imperious as that of discharging it.

Let us not forget that the fabric of this Union, once torn from its foun-

dations, can never be reconstructed with its present proportions and

strength ;
that no human art can re-assemble its scattered materials, and

relay them as they now are laid. . . . Let us do all that justice, all that

liberality demands. Let us discharge every obligation due to fraternal

friendship and union. . . . When we shall have done all this, if the tem-

pests of disaffection shall still overspread our political horizon, menacing
the durability of government and of civil liberty

— if the storm must

come—then may we, with no other regret than that which so painful

an alternative must excite, rally around the Constitution of the country,

and, in the language of the Declaration of Independence, pledge to each

other ' our lives, our property, and our sacred honor '
for its defence."

Xever was a political body in better condition or more

tborouglilj organized than the Democratic Republican party

at the beginning of Governor Marcy's administration. It is

refreshing to look back and study the character and quality

of the men who then held the reins. At the head of the na-

tion was General Jackson, distinguished not more for his iron

will, nerve, and determination than for his exalted patriotism

and unchallenged honesty and integrity. Mr. Yan Buren,
one of the ablest and purest of statesmen, occupied the Yice-

President's chair, as chief officer of the United States Senate.

Governor Marcy was a man of extraordinary ability
—

calm,

wise, judicious. The officers of the State Government were :

John Tracy, Lieutenant-governor ;
John A. Dix, Secretary of

State
;
Azariah C Flagg, Comptroller ;

Greene C. Bronson,

Attorney
-
general ;

and Abraham Keyser, Treasurer. The
President enjoyed an immense and well-deserved popularity ;

the banking interest was on the side of the government ;
An-
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timasonry was practically defunct. Those were halcyon days.

In the State of New York the practical control of affairs was

in the hands of a small number of men, to whom Mr. Weed
had given the name of " The Albany Regency." Prominent

among them were Silas AVright, Edwin Croswell, Benjamin

Knower, James Porter, and General Dix. They were men of

great sagacity and, above all, honest—as it has been well re-

marked, aggressively honest
;
not satisiied with being above

reproach themselves, but refusing to tolerate in those whom

they could control what their own line sense of honor did

not approve. The action of the Democratic party was deter-

mined by the deliberations of these leading men
; they ruled

with a sway under which public affairs were sure to be pru-

dently and ably administered. With the Governor they were

in constant and confidential communication. I have heard

my father relate how they were always favored with the firet

reading of Mr. Marcy's Messages, which he submitted to their

censure or approval before sending them to the Legislature ;

and that on such occasions they endeavored to ascertain what

portions the Governor deemed best, with a view to make them

the special mark of criticism. Mr. Thurlow Weed, now far

advanced in years, and probably more familiar than any liv-

ing man with the history of the politics of the State of New
York, in a conversation which I held with him recently,*

broke forth into an eloquent panegyric on the old Pegency.
Himself one of their most earnest and honest opponents in

those days, he yet bore witness to their virtues, and said that

he had never known a body of men M'ho possessed so much

power and used it so well. Their enemies, he added, found

neither flaw in their character nor blot on their names, nor

could they ever gain an advantage over them, excepting in

those rare instances in which they made mistakes in their

policy, thereby showing themselves to be fallible men.

General Dix held the office of Secretary of State from

* Written in July, 1880.
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February 1, 1833, until February 4, 1839. His labors during

those six years were incessant. The subject of public educa-

tion belonged to his department, since the Secretary of State

was also Superintendent of Common Schools
;
and to him, un-

doubtedly, the State of New York is indebted in great meas-

ure for its Public School system. An act of the Legislature

was passed May 2, 1834, entitled, ^^An Act concerning the

Literature FmidP As it related to the education of the

teachers of our common -schools, under the direction of the

Kegents of the University, a certified copy of it was sent to

that Board. They referred it to Messre. Dix, Buel, and Gra-

ham, with directions to prepare and present to the Regents a

plan for carrying the provisions of the act into operation.

The report, written by Mr. Dix, as chairman of the committee

of reference, was given to the Regents at their annual meet-

ing, January 8, 1835. It forms the basis of the system of

education of teachers in the common-schools of this State.

An examination of this report, which is contained in the

second volume of the "
Speeches and Occasional Addresses,"

cannot fail to interest those who regard the liberal education

of its future citizens as essential to the stability of a free gov-
ernment. The writer, after reviewing the systems pursued in

France, Germany, and Prussia, gives an historical sketch of

common-school instruction in this State. The leading' and

acknowledged defect of the schools at that day was the want

of competent instructoi's
;
the object aimed at was to remedy

that defect, and to make our system of popular instruction

equal in efficiency, as it was tlien superior in extent, in propor-
tion to our population, to any other in the world. The plan
of establishing separate seminaries for the training of teachers

appears to have been abandoned by the Legislature ;
it was

considered more advantageous to engraft on existing acade-

mies departments of instruction for that purpose. The report
recommends the establishment of such higher courses of in-

struction at a sufficient number of points to be easily accessi-

ble from every county in the State
;
and considers, among
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other topics, the course and subjects of study, the duration of

the course, and the necessary books and apparatus, together
with the evidence of qualification to teach, which shall be

given by individuals trained in those higher departments.
On all these points the recommendations of the report are

practical and minute.

I cannot conclude this hasty sketch of an interesting state

paper without presenting to the reader two extracts as speci-

mens of its style and substance. The first of those relates to

the object of education :

"It should not be for a moment forgotten that the object of education

is, not merely to amass the greatest possible amount of information, but

at the same time to develop and discipline the intellectual and moral

faculties. It is in vain tliat the stores of knowledge are enlarged, if the

skill to apply them for useful purposes be not also acquired. At every

step the mind should be taught to rely on the exercise of its own pow-
ers. The pupils should be required to assign reasons for every position

assumed in their various studies, not barely with a view to give them a

thorough comprehension of the subject, but for the purpose also of cul-

tivating that habit of critical investigation which is unsatisfied until

every part of the subject of inquiry is understood. The result of com-

mon-school education in most cases is to burden the memory with facts

and rules, of which tlie proper practical operation is but imperfectly

comprehended. This defect is at war with the spirit of the age, which

is to probe to its inmost depths every subject of knowledge, and to con-

vert the results of our inquiries to useful purposes. Practical usefulness

is the great end of intellectual discipline; it sliould be kept steadily in

view by the teacher
;
and he will soon learn that his lesson, when its rea-

son and its object are presented to the mind of his pupil, will arouse an

interest which, in the absence of this full understanding of the subject,

he would have labored in vain to excite.

" In the present condition of our common schools much time is lost and

labor misapplied by injudicious systems of instruction
; they are fields

for collecting facts and details rather than for disciplining the faculties.

This radical error should be corrected. Pupils should be made to think

for themselves, instead of treasuring up merely the results of other men's

thoughts. The great instrument of reform will be to make demonstration

keep pace with knowledge. Nothing should be left unexplained; nor

should anything be allowed to rest on mere authority, excepting where,

from the nature of the subject, it admits of no other foundation."
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The following picture of the teacher must, I think, have

been painted from recollection of the dignified and conscien-

tious guides of his own youth :

" The committee cannot forbear to add that the instructors, in the

academies "nith which the proposed departments may be connected,

should labor to impress on the minds of those "who may be preparing

themselves for the vocation of teachers a deep sense of the responsibili-

ty which belongs to it. There is, in truth, no other in which a conscien-

tious and discreet discharge of its appropriate duties can well produce

more beneficial or lasting effects. It is from the conduct and precepts

of the teacher that the minds committed to his guidance are destined to

receive impressions which may accompany the individuals through life,

and give a determining cast to the character. In his demeanor they may
read impressive lessons of moderation, forbearance, and self-control

;
from

his rules of government they may learn the value of firmness, justice, and

impartiality; or they may find, in exhibitions of petulance, unsteadiness

of purpose, and unjust distributions of favor, a license for the indulgence
of their own prejudices and passions. Nothing is more vital to the suc-

cessful government of the teacher, and to the execution of his plans of

instruction, than a steady self-command. The most certain mode of

bringing his own authority into contempt is to show that he is not his

own master. The moral atmosphere of the school-room will be pure
or impure according to the conduct and character of him who presides

over it. On his example will, in no inconsiderable degree, depend, for

good or evil, the destiny of numbers whose influence will, in turn, be

felt by the political society in the operations of which they are to take

an active part. The teacher should be made to feel so sensibly the im-

portance of his position, that it may be continually present to his

thoughts, and become the guide and rule of his actions. He should

bear perpetually in mind that he is the centre of a little system, which,
as time advances, is destined to spread itself out and carry with it, for

the benefit or injury of all whom it reaches, the moral influences im-

parted by himself."

With another department of our State annals General

Dix's name is honorably associated : I refer to the Geological

Survey of the State of Xew York. By resolution of the

Assembly, dated April 18, 1835, the Secretary of State was

"requested to report to the Legislature, at its next session,

the most expedient method of obtaining a complete geologi-
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cal survey of the State, whicli sliall furnish a scientific and

perfect account of its rocks, soils, and minerals, and of their

localities
;
a list of all its mineralogical, botanical, and zoologi-

cal productions, and provide for procuring and preserving

specimens of the same
; together with an estimate of the ex-

penses which may attend the prosecution of the design, and of

the cost of publication of an edition of three thousand copies

of the report, drawings, and geological map of the results."

Such were the large instructions of the Legislature ;
and I

remember to this day the effect produced on our household.

My father was delighted at the additional work thus thrown

on him, and particularly at its character
;
he began at once to

collect materials, and inform himself fully on the vast subject

committed to him. The house was soon flooded with books

on geology ; Lyell, Mantell, and other authors appeared, and

we children used to wonder at the plates representing incom-

prehensible monsters (the Plesiosaurus, the Megatherium, the

Pterodactyl, and heaven knows what other shapes), which,

far more awful than any in the "Arabian Nights," confronted

us as we peeped into those mysterious volumes. The General

became an enthusiastic student of these works, and enlisted

the family for the same pursuit. lie entered into corre-

spondence with the persons then looked up to as authorities

in physical science
;
he was knee-deep in rocks and minerals,

organic remains and alluvial detritus, and the treasure of the

animal and floral kingdoms. The result may be seen in his

report to the Legislature, dated January G, 1836, and in the

subsequent appearance of that great work known as the
" Natural History of the State of New York." It was com-

menced in the year 1837, continued at intervals during a pe-

riod of nearly a quarter of a century, and although, 1 believe,

not yet completed, already consists of 23 thick quartos, con-

taining innumerable illustrations of the text. This work was

the substantial outcome of the report made by General Dix to

the Legislature of the State in resjjonse to their instructions

in 1835.
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It is hardly necessary to remark that in these labors Gen-

eral Dix had the sympathy of scientific gentlemen through-

out the country, -who watched with interest the progress of so

grand a scheme. Professor Silliman writes to him from Xew
Haven, July 11, 1835, as follows :

" I am gratified that your great and important territory is about to be

surveyed geologically, and that all its natural productions are to be taken

into the account.
" Our first anxiety should be that the work be thoroughly done, and

that neither the time, the money, nor the men requisite to a masterly

survey should be stinted. No doubt you will feel that the honor of the

State as well as its interests and those of our country demand that a

liberal and enlarged view should be taken of the subject. My friend

and pupil. Professor Hitchcock, has done nobly in his survey of Massa-

chusetts, considering the means that were placed at his disposal
—

still, I

should regret to see the enterprise commenced in New York even upon
the Massachusetts scale. The plan, no doubt you will agree, should be

such as to furnish time, means, and inducements adequate to an investi-

gation of the most thorough character."

Governor Cass writes thus :

"Washington, January 2.5, 1836.

" Dear Sir,
—I am greatly obliged to you for your report. You have

condensed, within the narrowest compass, a vast mass of the most im-

portant information, a complete sketch of the natural kingdoms of your
State. I do trust that New York will carry out this plan. It would be

a glorious monument to all of you.
"

I am, dear Sir, truly yours. Lew. Cass,

"General Dix."

His old friend, General Upham, to whom he referred with

such warmth in his autobiographical sketch, wrote to him on

the same subject :

"Portsmouth, N. H., January 30, 1836.

" My dear Sir,
—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of

your report to the Legislature of New York in relation to a Geological

Survey of that State. I have read it with attention, and have derived

from it much valuable information. I beg to tender you sincere thanks

for this renewed mark of your attention. The pleasure I received from

it is greatly increased by the recollections of our early acquaintance, and
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the deep (I had ahnost permitted myself to add parental) interest with

which I have followed your subsequent course and rapid advancement.

It has been to me a constant source of gratification to learn that in

every station you have occupied the just expectations of your friends

have been realized.

" The confidence and applause of political friends follow, as a matter

of course, the display of talents, industry, and extraordinary exertions in

sui3port of the principles they have adopted; it seems to be your good
fortune, my dear Sir, to enjoy the confidence and respect of your politi-

cal opponents
—at least, I have reason to believe it so, for from such has

my information respecting you been obtained.
" That you may through life enjoy the consolations of an approving

conscience, and at the last receive tlie Heavenly benediction,
' Well done,

thou good and faithful servant,' is the sincere and ardent prayer of your
old friend and

" Most obedient servant,
"Tim". Upham.

"General John A. Dix, Albany, N. Y."

I shall add no more to this brief notice of a work which

reflects lasting honor on all who had a hand in it
;
few at this

day know, and those who knew have probably forgotten, that

the first impulse to that successful enterprise came from my .

father's hand. I have often wondered how he found time to

do so much, or how he bore the fatigue of his official duties, I

have referred to his labors in connection with three subjects

of vast importance : the military system of the State, the edu-

cation of its youth, and the description of its physical struct-

ure and resources. This by no means completes the cata-

logue of the results of the labors of those years. The State

Library at Albany contains the following documents, in ad-

dition to the re])orts to which I have called the reader's at-

tention :

1. Decisions of the Superintendent of Common Schools of the State of

New York. Selected and arranged by Jolin A. Dix, Superintendent. . . .

Published by the Legislature. Albany, 1837, pp. viii., 479. 8vo.

(All these decisions are either by Azariah C. Flagg or John

A. Dix. Each decision shows who was the author of it.)
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2. Annual Reports of the Secretary of State and Superintendent of

Common Schools, as follows :

(a) January 8, 1834, pp. 104, of which 30 are the report proper.

(&)
"

7,1835,
»

107,
" 34

(c)
"

6, 1836,
"

120,
" 47 " " "

{d)
"

1837,

(c)
"

5,1838,
"

109,
" 25 " " "

CO "
3,1839,

"
163,

" 44 " "

At the end of this last report are some very interesting ob-

servations on the libraries of the district schools, a subject in

which he took great interest.

3. Special Reports by the Secretary of State, during a period of six

years, among which are one respecting convictions for criminal offences,

and another made when transmitting reports of the New York and Erie

Railroad Company,

It is a remarkable fact that murders were so rare in those

days that, whenever one occurred, it gave a shock to the com-

munity. My impression is that during one year there was

not a single conviction for murder in the State of Xew York.

I remember a house which stood near the roadside, a little

way below the city ;
in it a man named John "Whipple was

murdered by one Jesse Strang, who was tried, convicted, and

executed in the summer of 1S2T. The peculiar circumstances

of the case gave it notoriety ;
and the scene of the crime had

a mysterious fascination for us. We children never passed
that way without profound sensations, whispering that it was

the house in which ^'the murder" was committed. Xow
there is a murder every day, and few give it a second thought,
so familiar are we grown with that primal, monstrous outrage

against God and man.

Eeference has been made to the thorouorh organization of

the Democratic Eepublican party during Governor Marcy's
administration. A powerful combination against it was form-

ed by a union of all the elements opposed to the State and
national administrations. The success of this new movement
was in great measure due to the derangement of business and

I.—10
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consequent financial distress occasioned by tlic action of tlie

President in witlidrawing tlie government deposits from the

Bank of tlie United States at Philadelphia and j^lacing them

in local State institutions. This measure, although resisted

by Congress, and even by the Secretary of the Treasury, was

pushed on by General Jackson, who preferred discharging his

Minister of Finance, and appointing another of his own mind,

to failure in carrying out his pet measure. The consequent
contraction of the currency, and the disasters to which it gave

rise, brought on a revulsion throughout the country, the peo-

ple reproaching the national administration as the authors of

their distress. In the State of ISTew York the evils referred

to were not so seriously felt as elsewhere, and the elections

of 1834 resulted in another victory for the Democratic party.

Their position, however, was rapidly becoming critical, con-

fronted as they were by a powerful coalition of I^ational Re-

puljlicans and Antimasons. The candidate of the opj)Osition

in 1834: was "William H. Seward; a man destined to achieve,

within a few years, a political triumj)li in the State of l^ew

York, and subsecpiently to attain honorable as well as perilous

distinction in the trying years of the Civil War,

Governor Marcy, in his annual Message to the Legislature

in 1836, referred to the dangers to be anticipated from a spirit

of wild and reckless speculation which was then abroad. It

appears to liave been the result of great national prosperity.

Our foreign credit was good, the products of agriculture com-

manded a high price, and, since nothing seemed easier than

to make money, every one hastened to grow ricli. It is said

that the passion for specuLation in stocks and real estate pre-

vailed to an extent unknown in this country before that day.

Extravagant scliemes of internal improvement were thrust

before the Legislature, who were clamorously besieged by the

demand for appropriations of the public money to carry them

into effect. In vain the Governor protested against pledging

the State credit in aid of public works until the Legislature

should have provided, by taxation or otherwise, for paying
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tlie interest on loans for that purpose. To these and similar

subjects General Dix alludes in a letter addressed to the Yice-

President. The letter nins thus :

"
Albany, June 4, 1S36.

"My dear Sir,
—It was my intention to have written to you long ago;

but, to tell the truth, I had none but unpleasant topics, and I supposed

"Washington would furnish vexation enough to try your equanimity

without superadding our own. "We had, as you may imagine, a most

disagreeable winter
;
and although, as I said in a letter to Mr. Wright

early in the session of the Legislature, I had more apprehension on the

subject of internal improvements than banks, the friends of both contin-

ued so to mix them up together that we have added near six millions of

dollars to our bank capital, and provided for increasing our public debt

about seven millions. The legislation of the whole winter has been a

matter of bargain and sale
;
and if we cannot get a different class of

men into the Legislature, the sooner we go into a minority the better.

"We have been betrayed by the inordinate spirit of speculation which

is abroad. It has taken possession of too many of our own political

friends
;
and it is not to be disguised that their conduct is more under

the regulation of pecuniary considerations than motives of a higher ori-

gin and character. Our electoral ticket will savo us nest fall; but, un-

less our selections for the Legislature are more judicious than they were

last year, another session will wind ujj our concerns for a short time, at

least. I should lament such a change ;
but I consider it infinitely prefer-

able to the state of things which we have had this winter. "VV^e must

have less strength or more virtue, if we would administer the affairs of

the State either for our own honor or the public good. The indications

of a wholesome purification of our legislative halls are favorable. Only
two papers in the State assail Colonel Young and 3Ir. Van Schaick : not

one undertakes to defend Kemble and Bishop,* except the Troy Budget,
which is edited by the former. If the people will look to their candi-

dates for office this fall, we may do sometliing next winter to retrieve

our reputation ;
but much mischief has been done which cannot be re-

* Messrs. Kemble and Bishop were charged before the Senate with
fraudulent speculations in stocks, and with complicity in the transactions

of a defiiulting cashier. Kemble resigned his seat before the ques-
tion was acted on. Bishop was found guilty of moral and official mis-

conduct, yet there was a majority against his expulsion. Upon this

Colonel Young and Mr. Van Schaick resigned, saying that they would
not belong to a body which recognized as members men whom, by
their official vote, they had found guilty of flagrant misdoings.
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paired. The vote in the Senate on Bishop's case can only be cured by

expunging
—a remedy I hope to see applied.

" In relation to our internal improvements there is still great cause for

apprehension. Our troubles with the New York and Erie Railroad are,

perhaps, but just commenced. I anticipate an application from the com-

pany at the opening of the next session of the Legislature for an imme-

diate loan of three millions, without waiting for any part of the road to

be completed. Indeed, I should not be surprised if we were to have an

application to complete the road at the expense of the State. I have no

faith in the project; and I think we should take ground against any
farther countenance of it on the part of tlic State, even though we lose

the southern tier of counties by such a course. The history of the Che-

nango Canal furnishes a precedent, of which we are constantly feeling

the ill effects. It has stimulated other counties to put a price on their

I^olitical fidelity. Whenever a local project is started we are threatened

with the dereliction of the regions interested in it unless it is carried as

a party measure. The principle involved in the success of applications

advocated on such grounds is corrupt, and must be fatal if conceded. If

we must purchase with appropriations of money the political fidelity of

every county which can get up a scheme of local improvement, we shall

within ten years, if not in half that time, be obliged to sell out to some

great banking institution, in order to recruit our pecuniary resources;

and without the excuse which Pennsylvania has—that of continuing in

existence an institution already established within her own territory.

Indeed, I have some fears that we may find difficulty in sustaining our

present pecuniary burdens, as there appears to be a settled determination

that not a single dollar shall be raised by taxation for the supj^ort of the

government.
"I trust Avc shall sec you soon; but, from all aj^pcarances, I suppose

that Congress will not adjourn until the latter jiart of the month,

"I am, dear Sir, yours respectfully and truly,

"John A. Dix.
"Hon. M. Van Buken."

In a letter to a j^rivatc friend he makes some forcible re-

marks on the same theme :

"Albany, November 28, 1S3G.

" My DE.UI
,
S and B have failed. I entreated the for-

mer long ago to give up speculations. Sudden prosperity is the lot of

but a few, while the pursuit of it seduces thousands to their ruin. , . .

"We are on the eve of one of tlie severest reactions in business of

almost every description with wliich we l)ave been visited for years. I
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have expected it for months. Those who can live through the present

year may save themselves; but the pressure has, I think, but just com-

menced. Speculation is the great cause of the evil. It has deranged

everything, and locked up, where it cannot be reached, a vast amount

of capital. Time will release the capital so diverted, but not until large

numbers of persons shall have fallen before the storm which is about to

sweep over the community. Do not set me down for a croaker. I speak

strongly, with the hope that you may learn a lesson from it. Eschew

speculation. Consider industiy and frugality as the true sources of

wealth
; and, if you are never opulent, you will at least be secure from

those disasters which are brouglit on by putting what little one has at

hazard."

The elections of 1836 resulted in a victory for the Demo-

cratic candidates. Martin Yan Buren was elected President
;

"William L. Marcj was re-elected Governor of the State of

Xew York, and by a majority of nearly thirty thousand votes.

Mr. Yan Buren was inaugurated March 4, 1837
;
Governor

Marcy continued in office
;
and the Legislature re-elected

Silas "\Yright for the six years' term in the Senate of the

United States, The ascendency of the Democratic party was

complete.
"
Is^ever," says Hammond, in referring to that epoch,

'* did

a political party whose ascendency depended on the voice of

a free and intelligent people seem more firmly and perma-

nently established than the Democratic party in the State of

Xew York in the winter of 1837.
" In the Executive chair of the nation their former leader

and favorite son was fixed, at least for four years to come
;

their Governor—a man confessed by his opponents to possess

talents which eminently qualified him for his station, and a

most spotless private character—had been re-elected by the

unprecedented majority of 29,000 ;
in the popular branch of

the State government nearly two to one of the members were

Democrats, and in the Senate, the permanent body, they held

a majority of more than five to one. In every town and

county in the State the Democratic party was perfect in its

organization and discipline, and at the same time the moneyed
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interest in tlie State was most decidedly in favor of sustaining
both tlie State and IS^ational administrations."

It took but a very little time, however, to pull their house

down about the heads of those who deemed themselves secure

for years to come—the customary successes turned to ruin-

ous defeats. The reverses of the Democratic party were due

mainly to their position on those questions of finance which so

often frustrate the wisdom of men and make political diviners

mad. The suspension of specie payments in the spring of

1S37, just before the adjournment of the I^ew York Legisla-

ture, became general throughout the United States, and spread

consternation in every direction. It would be difficult for one

outside the political field to enumerate, or even to compre-

hend, the varied phenomena of the agitation of that day. But

in reading the history of the period I was struck by the prom-
inence given to the question about the disposal of the funds of

the government. The revenues of the nation : where should

they be kept ? ISTot in a national bank
;
that plan had been

tried; and General Jackson had destroyed the Bank of the

United States, to the satisfaction of local institutions, which

found their profit in the overthrow of the gigantic monster.

In those State banks, then ? That plan had also been tried, and

with bad results : they were regarded by the President and

his leading advisers as unsafe. The conclusion reached was,

that the government should do its own banking business;

that there ought to be a total separation of the business and

property of tlic I^ational Government from the business and

concerns of State institutions. President Yan Buren urged
this on Congress in a Message recommending a scheme of an

Independent Treasury. An extra session of Congress was

called for September 4 to consider tliis subject. The result

was to array the local banking interest against the adminis-

tration.

Then there was more trouble, and in more dangerous quar-

ters, about the currency. An act had passed the Legislature,

March 31, 1835, prohibiting the issue of bank bills below the
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denomination of five dollars. Many able men -^ould have

gone much farther, favoring snch a system as that prevailing

in England, where the five-pound note ($25) is the smallest

denomination, and people must use gold and silver in all trans-

actions below that sum. The measure referred to was very

unpopular ;
an attempt to repeal the act was defeated

;
the

popular outcry against it rose to angry denunciation, and the

party in power were accused, not only as having brought on a

serious evil, but as obstinately determined that it should not

be abated.

The Albany Hegency were divided on some of these ques-

tions. General Dix stood firm in his hard money convictions,

and in favor of the separation of the government business

from that of State institutions, although he foresaw the dan-

ger which must ensue to the administration. I quote from a

letter on the subject, dated at Albany, August 26, 1837:
" I dread nothing so much in this country as the influence

of pecuniary interests upon government. The danger to be

apprehended from a great moneyed institution is sufficiently

apparent in the history of the United States Bank. From
a large number of small institutions at a distance from each

other, and apparently incapable of any concert of action, there

would seem to be no cause for apprehension. But I am not

sure that they may not, by an intercommunication of views,

accomplish as much as a single institution of larger capital.

They have certainly the advantage that they move by detach-

ments, and do not create the agitation or excite the alarm

which are attendant on the movement of a single body of

greater force. Individuals in their interest may be put in

office in diiferent districts without any apparent concert, until

a sufficient number is obtained to control the action of the

government. Such attempts were made by the United States

Bank, and they are likely to be repeated by the State banks.

Indeed, some movements have recently been made in this

State which indicate a settled pui-pose to build up a Bank

party. AYhatever may come, the Democratic party should
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have no connection with it. I have no hostility to the State

banks
;
I would not break them down, nor would I oppress

them by imposing on them unnecessarily severe restrictions.

But their abuses should be corrected with an unflinching
hand

;
and the first indications of an attempt to throw into

our legislative bodies individuals in their interest should be

resisted by every friend of free government.
"I consider the prevailing derangement of our moneyed

affairs as having been brought on principally by over-banking.

The Legislature of this State has been exceedingly liberal to

our banks, by releasing them for a limited time from the pen-
alties wdiicli they had incurred by pre-existing laws, in con-

sequence of suspending specie payments. They should be

contented with this indulgence, protecting them, as it does,

against the consequences of their own imprudence, and exert

every effort to resume sj)ecie payments. I fear they are not

all disposed to do so. ^There are a few sound bankers who
are doing all they can to accomplish the object at the earliest

practicable day. But a large portion of tjie banks will, I am

satisfied, resist as long as they can, and finally, if compelled,

come into the measure with reluctance. All the speculators

in the State, together with those who owe the banks more

money than they can pay, are averse to the resumption of

specie payments. They know that the restoration of a sound

state of things will be their ruin. But their ruin is inevitable,

wdiether the banks resume or not
;
and if they could be saved

by postponing a resumption, it would be unjust to nineteen-

twentieths of the whole community, who are sustaining injury

for the benefit of the other twentieth. The worst feature in

the aspect of the times is the total insensibility of a large por-

tion of the community to the character of a susj)ension of

specie payments in a moral point of view. I regard it as dis-

graceful in the highest degree. It was brought on by misman-

agement and fraud, for the sound banks in this State would

liave sustained themselves if they had not been broken down

by the weak and dishonest ones. To continue such a state of
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things unnecessarily for a single day '^onld be tLe grossest

dishonesty.

"These measures should be insisted on as indispensable to

a sound state of the moral and poUtical body :

"1. Let the banks resume specie payments at the earliest

practicable day.

"2. Expel from circulation all notes under $20—not too

hastily, but gradually, and without doing violence to existing

interests.

"3. Establish some general law by which capital may be

employed in bankmg with special acts of incorporation, so

that the legislative body may not be in danger of being cor-

rupted by combinations to control it for mercenary ends.

"
4. Separate the government from all banking institutions

in the collection and disbursement of its revenue.
" If these objects are not accomplished I shall have serious

apprehensions for the purity of the government. Corruption
and profligacy are inseparable from the control of moneyed
influences. Banks accomplish their objects by loans and dis-

counts
;
these appliances are a part of their machinery, and

the suggestion that such means may not be legitimately em-

ployed for the purpose of promoting the interest of an insti-

tution by gaining over individuals to its views would be con-

sidered, by most of them, as savoring of squeamishness, if not

of absolute folly. The more distant such establishments are

from the government the better. They are the ministers of

commerce; they should desire to serve no other master.

Above all, should they not desire to play the master over

those whose breath has warmed them into life, the people. I

am sorry to say that too many who stand to these institutions

in the relation of stockholders, or in the still more delicate

one of debtors, are busy in seeking to give to our local politics

a direction in favor of them—in other words, to protect the

banks against the people. These movements are exceedingly

ill-judged. There is no danger that the people will act harsh-

ly ;
and the distrust which is manifested as to their intentions
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betrays, at least, a consciousness that tlieir confidence has

been abused."

Tliis letter has in it the very ring of the precious metals
;

and I can say that my father's views on these points never

changed. He was, to the end of his life, a hard-money man ;

he opposed the legal-tender act, even as a war measure
;
he

believed in nothing but a coin basis for private and public

business
;
he abhorred suspension of specie payments ;

and it

is a fact that he always carried some few pieces of gold coin

with him, even through all the paper-money years during and

after the war. The j^recious metals alone he regarded as real

money ;
and he deplored the measures by which they were

banished from circulation. And I confess to being unable to

understand why the English system should succeed, in which

all transactions involving sums less than five pounds must be

carried on in coin, while Americans seem unable to exist

without bank-notes of small denominations, and even now
lament the want of that detestable fractional currency which

was for so long a time a medium of exchange, down even to

bills for three cents. It is one of the marvels of which we

outsiders would be happy to have a thoroughly satisfactory

solution. Yet it is a matter of history that the defeat of the

Democratic party was due in part to its position on the bank-

note question ;
and it is said that the opponent of Governor

Marcy, himself a man of comparatively small stature, received

the affectionate soubriquet of " Small Bill Seward," expressive

of the confidence of the people that his election would result

in restoring to them their notes of small denomination, invid-

iously termed "shin-plasters" by their adversaries. On that

point the convictions of the average American appear to be

settled past all power to change them.

Misfortunes rarely come single, but by twos and threes, if

not in droves
;

it was so at that time. The dominant party,

represented by the State administration, made additional ene-

mies by taking the course which any respectable party in

power at the time must have taken in an unfortunate and



1830-1842.] THE CAXADIAX IXSUHBECTIOX. 155

disagreeable emergency. I refer to those outbreaks which

occurred in Canada about the close of the year 1837, when

certain persons styling themselves "'

Patriots," or '•' Sons of

Liberty,"' and led by Louis Joseph Papineau, at Montreal, and

William Lyon Mackenzie, in Toronto, made an ill-judged and

abortive attempt at obtaining independence. It is loss of time

to study the movement, which from the outset was destined

to failure
;
I mention the affair only because of the damage

which resulted indirectly to Governor Marcy's administra-

tion. To preserve neutrality, and prevent Americans from

aiding the insurgents, were the obvious duties of the national

and State governments; but the excitable and the ignorant

do not discriminate on such occasions, and political enemies

easily reap advantage from such a position of affairs. It need

hardly be said that there was a strong sympathy with the in-

surgents, especially in the parts of the State bordering on the

Canadian line. The causes which led to the outbreak were

analoo'ous to those which brought on our own Eevolution : it

was the old dispute between the constitutional and monarchi-

cal ideas
;
whether the Canadians should govern themselves

by their own legislatures, or be governed by the British Par-

liament. So the affair had a thorough republican smack

about it, which naturally took the American fancy ;
and

when the defeat came, and the leaders were in flight from the

British regulars and loyal militia, and when many poor fel-

lows were lying dead in the blood-stained snow, and not a few

were swinging from gibbets, and some were hunted for the

price set on their heads, and refugees were coming across our

lines, sympathy became indignation. The party in power at

such a time must stiffer. Bound to observe the rules of in-

ternational law and the comitv of sovereign states, it fulfils

its duty at the expense of popularity. Xo dotibt Governor

Marcy lost many votes, especially in the frontier counties,

where sympathy for the miserable rebels was strong and

men were eye-witnesses of their tribulation.

To the familv of General Dix the Canadian emeute had
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more than a political interest
;

it came straight into the home
circle. Among the leading families of Canada none were

more conspicuous at that time than the Baldwins. They were

connections of ours by marriage, and communication was con-

stant between the households in Toronto, !New York, and Al-

bany. The Hon. Kobert Baldwin, at one time District Attor-

ney of the Upper Province, was a man of great intelligence,

and conspicuous for patriotism and enlightened statesman-

ship. To him, together with Dr. Baldwin, Dr. Rolph, and

Mr. Marshall S. Bidwell, the Liberal party in Canada had been

accustomed to look for advice and direction. Mr. Bidwell

was requested by Sir Francis Head, the Governor-general, to

leave the province at once, not from any suspicion that he

was concerned in Mackenzie's movement, but because of his

well-known political opinions and supposed influence. Dr.

Rolph escaped with difficulty ;
a price of £500 was offered

for his capture ;
if taken he would undoubtedly have been

executed. There was much anxiety lest some of the Bald-

wins might have become objects of suspicion •,

and although
it soon became evident by their letters that there was no

ground for that alarm, the circumstances gave to what would

otherwise have been a mere political question the painful

interest of a possible domestic calamity.*

Thus little by little the trouble grew, and the Democratic

horizon became darker day by day. The fall election of 1837

was a warning of the disasters of the following year: the

Whig party carried the State, or rather swept it, gaining six

out of eight Senatorial districts, and electing 101 out of 128

members of Assembly. General Dix foresaw what was com-

ing next, and j^robably felt that it could not be averted.

Writing to Mr. Morgan on the IGth of December, he says :

"Between ourselves, I have become recently greatly dis-

couraged at our political prospects
—not because there is any

need of our being beaten another year, but because conserva-

* See Appendix, No. II.
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tism is likely to be kept alive by the conduct of influential

individuals here, who by means of speculations have become

the dependents of banking institutions. Mr. Flagg and my-
self have both within the last two or three days been sepa-

rately sounded with regard to the expediency of repealing

the small-bill law for a limited time, and both of us took

strong ground against it. It Avill, however, be carried, and

most probably with the consent and approbation of almost

every one here, excepting ATr. Flagg and myseK ;
for it un-

fortimately happens that we are almost the only ones who are

not connected with the banks in the relation of stockholders,

directors, or debtors. The course of things here this winter

will be, in all probability, to disgust still more the soimd

Republicans, and to keep up the divisions which defeated us

this fall. I shall, therefore, make up my mind to go out of

oflice next winter.

"I consider the present attitude of the banks equally dis-

honorable and immoral. There is no shadow of an excuse for

continuing the suspension of specie payments a single day

longer.*'

It may be noted that the reaction against the Democratic

party was felt even in their stronghold, the city of Xew York.

Mr. Morgan was candidate for Mayor that year. He was de-

feated by Aaron Clark, the Whig nominee. Much amusement

was caused in our home circle by one of the political carica-

tures of the day, which represented my grandfather as going
forth to his official duties, warmly wrapped up in overcoat,

muffler, and ample capes, and attended by servants bearing

pillows, umbrellas, overshoes, and similar articles. It was a

smart allusion to his habits, which were those of one who had

preserved his health only by great care, and owed his sound

condition to the avoidance of exposure and a strict and tem-

perate i-egimen. The joke was a fair one, and fully appre-
ciated.

And so at length came on the long-dreaded day. In the

autumn of 153S William H. Seward and Luther Bradish were
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elected Governor and Lieutenant-governor of the State of

New York, and William L. Marcy and John Tracy yielded,
with dignity, to the fiat of the people. The inauguration of

the new State officers took place January 1, 1839. A caucus

of the Whig members of the Legislature was held January 31,

to nominate State officers, and on the 4tli of February en-

suing General Dix withdrew to private life, and gave place
to John C. Spencer, his able and accomplished successor. As
if to fill up the measure of their misfortunes, the Democrats

lost their majority in the Senate in the elections of the fol-

lowing autumn, a majority which the party had held during

eighteen successive years. It was the crowning disaster of

the series.

Events like those which I have related are severely felt in

the private circles which they directly affect. General Dix

had exchanged a growing law business, which promised to be

both lucrative and permanent, for the uncertainties of political

life. On his retirement from office it became a serious ques-

tion with him, not only how to maintain his family, but how
to employ energies which demanded an amj)le field for their

exercise. The loss of his public position was regarded as a

calamity in that household which had been forming gradually,

and of which, thus far, I have made scarcely any mention.

This seems the proper place in which to say a few words

about that home in Albany which had become very dear to

us, and about which there still shines a pleasant light, as I

recall a very happy boyhood and dream myself back into

those far-off days.

The city of Albany was at that time one of the most inter-

esting towns in the State : the seat of our government ;
the

home of a cultivated, genial, and polite society; the shrine of

historical recollections. Something of the quaintness of old

time still lingered in its precincts ;
there were traces even of

the Dutch regime in its architecture, in the names of its citi-

zens, and elsewhere. After living there some time one became

perforce a loyal
" Knickerbocker." I recollect more than one
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house ^vitll tlie liigli gable broken, from eaves to peak, into

steps, and displaying, in great iron letters fast anchored into

the Holland brick, the venerable date of its construction
;
the

wide porches at the doors, with seats on either side, where the

citizens would spend the placid hour of twilight; the words

in our vocabulary at whose odd, outlandish sound some of our

friends from abroad were wont to smile. As for the society,

it could hardly have been more agreeable ;
there was neither

formalism nor ostentation, nor yet oppressive ceremony ; peo-

ple were easy-going, friendly, hospitable. The names of the

Tan Eensselaers and Gansevoorts, the Bleeckers and Ten

Eycks, the Paiges, Wheatons, and Eathbones, the Pruyns and

Comings, the Blanchards and Stantons, the Townsends and

Porsyths, indicate the tone of the place. Governor Marcy's

family was one of the most delightful of the city. In liter-

ary circles Dr. Beck was conspicuous ;
Dr. James McXaugh-

ton, our
'• beloved physician," adorned the medical profession ;

and prominent among the clergy were Dr. Horatio Potter,

Hector of St. Peter's Church
;
Dr. Sprague, the eminent Pres-

byterian pastor ;
and Dr. "Welsh, one of the lights of the Bap-

tist denomination.

My father, after residing a while in Hawk Street and Elk

Street, had finally fixed his domicile in Washington Street,

now called Washington Avenue. The family then consisted

of four children. I, the eldest, was born in Xew York, in

1827; my brother Baldwin, at Cooperstown, Xovember 28,

1829
;
another brother, John Wilkins, and my eldest sister,

Elizabeth Morgan, were added to the number in Albany.
We were a happy and united family of young folks, knit to-

gether in love, and blessed with the care of God-fearing par-

ents, who watched our progress with conscientious thought,
and did their duty by us. My father always interested him-

self in our studies
;
he examined us at home on what we had

done at school
;
to him we went, with confidence, for help,

whenever we happened to stick fast on a tough scrap of

Latin or hard sum in arithmetic
;
and many were the even-
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ings when, laying aside liis work, lie would turn affectionate-

ly to his little lads and pull them througli the rough places,

showing them what they had overlooked, or explaining what

they did not understand. Music was a j^art of our education
;

its sound was always heard in the house
;
both our parents

played the piano with taste and sang agreeably. I do not

know which of them I loved most to listen to. The echo of

the old songs rings on still within my soul, and will do so till

the end.

Our house was of great size, with a wide entrance-hall and

large rooms. There was a fine shrubbery between it and the

street
;
on either side and in the rear was a garden, with grass-

plats, flowers, and fruit-trees. AVe had dogs, with classical

names, one of which, a Spanish pointer, bore on his collar

the words
" Et trux cum Lselape Therox."

We had ponies to ride, and rabbits
;
and there was a long

wood-house, wherein we learned to be good pistol-shots and

marksmen with the bow
;
and in the bitter winters we built

snow forts at the bottom of the garden, and had battles d hou-

Jet hlanc. In the summer-time my father used to take us to

a little island opposite the city, where he taught us to swim
;

and in the winter we went to the river sometimes to learn to

skate, and sometimes for a drive on the smooth, shining ice

between our own home and the rival city of Troy.

The house was never without guests ; usually some mem-
bers of the family, either from the Kew England States, or

!New York, or Canada, were there
; hospitality was the law of

the establishment. We went occasionally to New York, to see

our grandparents ;
our summers we spent, as happy as children

could be, at Mr. Morgan's favorite farm-house in Brookfield,

Madison County, which was known as " the ITnadilla." As

children we were deeply impressed by what we considered tlie

stately splendors of the Kew York residence, 14 Bond Street.

It was one of a row of white marble houses, once known as

" the Bond Street Palaces ;" and if one would have a striking
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proof of tlie mutations of this world, and the change in our

standard of magnificence, let him go and look at the poor
shadow of the past, as it stands there defaced by tradesmen's

signs and patient under a series of profanities, and try to real-

ize that it could eyer haye been called " a palace.''

My father's interest in our education, together with his re-

luctance to send us into the tliick of a miscellaneous herd of

boys, induced him to try and secure for us the benefits of

more select and priyate instruction. One day there came to

Albany an Englishman named "William H. Duff, once in the

British army. His wife was remarkable for personal beauty

and refinement of manners. They were in quest of the means

of a KyeUhood, and it resulted in their opening a little school,

to which my father sent us. There were some two dozen

boys there of the best families in Albany. "We were taught
Latin and English, drawing, fencing, and mihtary exercise.

Old-fashioned drilling in Latin was the foundation of eyery-

thing else, and to this department my father was particularly

attentiye in his habitual examination of our progress. After

some time the school broke up, and we were sent to the Pearl

Street Academy, a much larger establishment. My father

neyer lost his interest in Major Duff. Years afterward, when
the war with Mexico came on, he got him a commission in

one of the new regiments of dragoons raised for that seryice.

Major Duff went to the field, but neyer came back
;
his bones

still lie there in the land of the stranger, with those of other

gallant men who perished of disease or feU in battle.

St. Peters was the parish church
;
the Key. Dr. Horatio

Potter our deyoted pastor. He has since completed twenty-
fiye years in the Episcopate, illustrating the yirtues which form

the apostolic description of a bishop. As to the old church,

it was simply and merely frightful in an architectural point

of yiew, though it dated from Colonial times, and had the

arms of good Queen Anne on its communion jjlate. Xo such

arrangement of chancel was eyer heard of, to the best of my
belief, before or since. "What seemed to be two squarish tubs

L—11
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of malioganv, witli fronts shaped like the dash-board of a

sleigli, projected from the wall, precisely alike in shape and

size
;

their farther advance upon the congregation was re-

strained bj a stout rail, which kept them in and left room in

the midst for a " communion-table ;" in these alternately the

service was read and the sermon preached. We had a large,

square pew in the north-west corner, with a table for books
;

and there the whole family could be seen in their place as

regularly as the Lord's-day came round. At home my father

read the household prayers ;
at church he was always present ;

the Rector was ever our honored guest. The faithful pastor

had the love and confidence of his flock, and their sympathy
in many domestic afiiictions

;
he went quietly and steadily on

the round of duty, little disturbed by the chances and changes
of this mortal life.

Some time in those years Lord Morpeth came to Albany,
and my father took him to St. Peter's. His lordship, appar-

ently pleased with what he had heard, remarked to my father

as they left the church together,
"Ah ! they do the music

nicely !" This critical observation enchanted my fatlier, who
often told the story, with a hearty laugh at the civility of the

appreciative peer.

Thus we passed the years from 1830 to 18-12, when the

home was broken up, and a period of wandering began. A
hundred recollections of those days come back, with anecdotes

and reminiscences innumerable
; and, if this were a mono-

graph covering that period only, I might fill a fair-sized pam-

phlet with them. But I pass on, merely adding that we grew
to love Albany as a sweet home, and looked back to it through
the unsettled years that followed as persons who have lost

some good thing. I^or did that feeling ever die away.

When, in the year 1873, my parents returned thither upon
the General's election as Governor, it was to no strange city,

but to a familiar scene
;
and they were welcomed by kind

friends who still remained, or by the inheritors of the names

and traditions of the past, and lovingly greeted as j^crsons
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who come once more to their own, and find their own faith-

ful and true as of old.

Immediately after the fall election in 183S Mr. Morgan
received a letter from the President, urging him to induce

General Dix to remain at Albany. Mr. Tan Buren, still hope-

ful of his re-election, no doubt desired to have at the State

capital some person possessing his full confidence, loyal to his

administration, and ready to lend aid in the uncertain future,

for the struggle for the Presidency was yet two years off. I

give the correspondence :

"
Washington, November 14, ISSS.

" My dear Sik,
—TVill you excuse me for troubling you upon a point

with whicli I have perhaps nothing to do ? Our friend General Dix will,

without doubt, fall a sacrifice to Whig vengeance. He is too honest, too

useful, and too proud to avoid it. "What is he to do with himself until

the people recall him into their service ? You know the anxiety our

friends feel to retain him at Albany, which has been the theatre of his

usefulness, and where he established for himself a reputation which few

men of his age have been able to arrive at. Would the sacrifice of his

remaining there a few years without the certainty of public employment
be too great for the occasion ? You are a better judge of the whole mat-

ter than I can possibly be, and will, I doubt not, advise him for the best.

It is my knowledge of the respect he so properly entertains for your

opinion, and the hope that it may be favorable, which have tempted
me to hazard the step I have taken in directing your attention to the

subject.
" Our reverses in New York have indeed been severe, but with courage

and constancy they may not only be overcome, but converted to our

future and permanent advantage.

"Remember me kindly to Mrs. Morgan, and believe me to be very

truly yours, M. Ya^' B^RE^^

"JoHX J. Morgan, Esq."

To this Mr. Morgan repHed :

" New York, November 20, 1SG8.

"Mt de.vr Sik,
— Mr. Dix happened to be in New York on official

business when I received your letter of the 14th inst. He expects, of

course, the visitation of Whig vengeance, and had made up his mind to

return to Cooperstown, and to occupy himself with the education of his
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cbiklren and sucli business connected witli his profession as might be

committed to him, and by country air and exercise to repair the inroads

made upon his health by the severe labors and close confinement to

which he has been subjected by his present office. Your wish in respect

to his residence in Albany was the subject of our conversation while he

remained with us. "We are fully sensible how necessary it is that some

one who took an active part in all the measures of the administration

at Albany, and who is capable of defending them, should remain there
;

but, without him, are there not there those who are eminently so qual-

ified ? The difliculty with him, and in respect to a continued residence

in Albany, is, that he will be without sufficient employment, and that, to

a man of his turn of mind and active habits, would be very distressing.

Still, the expression of a wish from you in the matter is sufficient to

make us pause. At all events he will not leave Albany till the latter

part of April, and by that time he may be better able to decide upon his

course. The victory over us here is a commercial victory, and I have

not a doubt tliat our loss in this State will greatly contribute to our gain

elsewhere, and will only the more certainly secure our final success in

this great struggle. You boldly brought before the people the question

on which I think their freedom depends; you knew the hazards to which

it would subject your popularity, and that many of those who called

tliemselves your friends would desert you, and that possibly even your

native State might for a while abandon you ;
but you knew the people,

and you knew that tliey would finally and in good season determine

to govern themselves, and not be governed by merchants, banks, and

speculators. Very sincerely yours,
" JoiiN J. Morgan."

In sending a copy of tliis correspondence to my mother

Mr. Morgan generously removed one of the obstacles in the

way of a continued residence at the capital, as shown in the

following lines :

" Mr. Dix must not be deterred from doing what he wishes

on account of pecuniary calculations. "VYc, and I say emphat-

ically we., can afford to be above them, when consistency of

character, health, or real comfort requires it."

It was then decided that General Dix should remain at

Albany. The President earnestly desired it
;
and Mr. Morgan

again proved his devoted friend, by averting the inconven-

ience of the loss of salary at a time when his income from
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other sources was very small. I have a special reason for

mentioning these facts, which will appear hereafter, and jus-

tify this introduction of personal details at this point of the

narrative.

Whatever may have been the political hopes entertained

by the friends of Mr. Yan Buren, they were destined to bitter

disappointment. In the summer of 1S39 he made a tour of

the State of Kew York, but without the substantial results

which were anticipated
—the fates had pronounced against

him. The following year brought on the "battle royal,"

which resulted in the total rout of the administration. I shall

never forget the oddities and whimsicalities of the day, wisely

encouraged and stimulated by the shrewd leaders of the oppo-

sition. It was known as the "Zo^ Cabin and Hard Cider

Campaign^ AU over the land rude huts were erected, and

cider was on draught, flowing freely ; and, what with these

novelties and the halo of military renown encircling the head

of General William Henry Harrison, the impulse toward a

change proved irresistible. This appears to be the first time

in our history in which a direct appeal was made to the

lower classes by exciting their curiosity, feeding the desire

for amusement, and presenting what is low and vulgar as

an inducement for support. Since that day the thing has

been carried farther, until it is actually a disadvantage to be

of good stock and to have inherited " the grand old name of

gentleman." Then began the passion for titles betokening
humble antecedents—the procession of "Mill Boys," '"Rail-

splitters,"
"
Shoemakers,"

" Canal-boat Drivers," then first set

forth upon the stage of American politics
—till now, if a can-

didate be so unfortunate as to have had illustrious ancestors, it

behooves him in his own interests to hush the matter up. In

the midst of these attractions—contemptible in tliemselves,

but formidable as engines of influence—paltry, one-story shan-

ties, with live raccoons crawlinof about them, and striuors of

pumpkin drying on the roof
;
barrels duly labelled with titles

appetizing to the thirsty throats of the "great unwashed;"
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medals witli tlie effigies of epauletted chieftains, neckties

woven of motley hues, and other like toys, gravely presented
to the eager populace

—and with campaign songs setting forth

the power and prestige of "
Tippecanoe and Tyler too," and

announcing the conviction that "little Yan was a used-up

man," the autumnal days wore away ;
and hot strife grew

among us school-boys of the period, and I and my brothers

stood valiantly up, as became us, for the powers that were,

while yet we secretly admired and horribly envied the seduc-

tive paraphernalia which the boys of Whig families flaunted

in our faces, and by means whereof they embittered our exist-

ence. "When at length things came to the supreme test of

the ballot-box, and when the blow fell and the worst had ar-

rived, and it could no longer be concealed that General Har-

rison, rich already in logs, and cabins, and raccoons, and kegs,

and cider more or less hard, and flags, and guns, and Indian

scalps, had the Presidency also, there was weeping and wailing

and gnashing of teeth among us juveniles, quite as sincere,

though not so permanent, as that to which our elders might
have given way.

It came over our house as a great disaster. The home

seemed likely to be broken up by the political revolution.

There was no longer an object such as that which had induced

my father, at the earnest instance of President Yan Buren, to

remain in Albany. He was at a loss what to do; the date

at which to re-enter public life seemed indefinitely remote :

again he thought of resuming his profession and bidding pol-

itics a long farewell. My mother wrote :

"We are cast down to c,2ivi\\, politically . . . the world is

all before us again ;
and where to choose a resting-place is

now the question to be decided. One day it is thought best

to go down the river, the next to go far beyond it, and some-

times fancy wings her way across the sea, and we imagine our-

selves settled {!) in Italy
—but this is too foreign a flight to

please me, although I shall not oppose any arrangement that

wiser heads than mine may think it advisable to adopt. My
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husband goes to Boston in a few days to deliver a lecture^ not

a stump speech ; and as lie stops in Xew York on liis way he

and papa will doubtless come to some sage determination,'"

The letter from which 1 have just quoted rustles with in-

dignation against the fickle and inconstant people, of whose

"virtue" and "intelligence" my mother appeal's at that mo-

ment to have entertained a contemptible opinion. The Gen-

eral, however, adds a re-assuring postscript in their vindica-

tion, from Boston (Xovember 26, ISiO), saying:
" My confidence in the ' virtue and intelligence of the peo-

ple
'
is unshaken. They have been deceived

;
but I await the

'sober second thought,' and even the tJdrd^ if necessary."

But his own sober second thought was that it was best to

remain where he was
;
he felt, no doubt, that his career as a

public man was not yet finished
;
he had, perhaps, the intui-

tion of future successes.

"What the address or lecture was which he went to Boston

to deUver I do not know, and have not been at the pains to

find out
;
but there is a point in connection with it too good

to be lost. Writing to his brother, Captain Roger S. Dix, of

the army, after his return, December 13, ISIO, and referring

to what he had been told—that the newspapers in Boston,

with one exception, had spoken well of it—he says :

" I wish to know what paper is referred to as an exception,

and what it said. I desire to know for my own benefit.

Xothing does a man so much good as honest criticism, how-

ever severe it may be. I can truly say I have never been

anxious to hunt up compliments, when I have been told that

they have been paid to me. But fault-finding criticisms

I am always desirous of seeing, because they often furnish

hints wliich may be turned to good account. As I have been

of late, and shall probably be hereafter, somewhat engaged in

public speaking, I wish to know what my faults are, that I

may correct them if I can."

Thus thrown out of pubHc life. General Dix directed his

attention to a new pursuit. Desiring to add something to
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liis income, and to find a proper field for liis versatile genius
and indefatigable activity in useful and congenial occupation,

lie resolved to adopt the profession of editor. It was deter-

mined to establisli a journal of a literary and scientific char-

acter
;
of this he was to have the immediate supervision, while

gentlemen conspicuous in various professions were to aid in

the editorial work. The name selected was The Northern

Light ^ and with General Dix there were associated Dr. T.

Itomeyn Beclv, author of a treatise on Medical Jurisprudence,

which was regarded as a standard Avork in Europe as Avell as

in this country ;
Gideon Ilawley, Secretary to the Board of

Kegents of the University ;
Amos Dean, Professor of Medi-

cal Jurisprudence in the Albany Medical College ;
Thomas

W. Olcott, President of the Mechanics' and Farmers' Bank,
in Albany ;

and Edward C. Delevan, who was for many years

at the head of the temperance movement in the United States.

It seems that the object had in view was at first misunder-

stood. An unkindly notice of it appeared in the columns of

the IS^ew York Evening Express, which gave General Dix the

opportunity of defining its character in a communication to

the editor of that newspaper. lie says :

'The notice is founded upon so entire a misapprehension of the de-

sign of The Northern LigJit, that I deem it due to the proprietors and the

gentlemen associated with me in conducting it to state its true nature

and objects ;
and I do not doubt that you will with pleasure give the

statement to your readers, and thus correct the erroneous impression

which you have, I am sure unintentionally, created. The purposes for

w'liich The Northern Light was established were to disseminate useful

knowledge, more particularly in respect to facts applicable to tlic practi-

cal business of life, and to open to free discussion a single brancli of politi-

cal science—political economy, including the tariff and the policy of pro-

tecting duties. I consented to take charge of the publication, with the

assistance of five other gentlemen, whose names are given in the pros-

pectus, and with the distinct and express understanding that its columns

were to be kept free from all partisan discussions. The gentlemen re-

ferred to would not have l)ccn concerned in the publication but upon

the condition of abstaining from party politics. Several of them have

been uniformly opposed to the political party with which I have always
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been connected. They believed with myself and the proprietors of The

Korthern Light that, after a long and angry political contest, a portion

of the public attention might be turned, with pleasure and. profit, to the

discussion of less exciting topics than those which entered into the re-

cent election, and that among the literary and scientific publications in

which the country abounds a place might be found for theirs. The top-

ics referred to, for the most part of practical usefulness, will be presented

in a popular shape, and made intelligible to all classes of readers. The

only source of anxiety to the members of the association is a distrust of

their ability to render the enterprise in its execution worthy of the de-

sign. Among those who know us we are sure no apprehension will be

felt as to a scrupulous adherence on our part to the avowed puq^oses of

the publication. Those who are not personally acquainted witli us will,

it is believed, feel equally at ease on this point, when it is considered

that we belong to difierent political parties, and that we have all an

equal voice in deciding questions concerning the management of the

editorial department. I will only add that if you, or any of your friends,

will do us the favor to prepare a paper on any subject embraced in our

prospectus, it will afibrd us the greatest pleasure to insert it.''

The first number of T7te JS^ortheim Light appeared in April,

1841 : the last that I can find is that of July, lSi3. Its liter-

ary excellence may be inferred from the fact that among its

contributors were Professor Alonzo Potter, of Union Col-

lege, afterward Bishop of Pennsylvania ;
J. K. Poinsett, Min-

ister to Mexico, and Secretary of War, under Mr. Tan Buren
;

the Per. William Croswell, D.D. ;
Thomas Cole, the painter ;

Miss Sedgwick ;
Edwin Croswell

;
J. Louis Tellkampf ,

Pro-

fessor of German in Columbia College ; Xoah Webster
;

Matthew Henry Webster
;
Professor Charles W. Ilackley ;

Alfred B. Street
;
Amos Dean

;
Samuel S. Randall, the biog-

rapher of Thomas Jefferson
;
the Rev. Horatio Potter, now

Bishop of Xew York
;
John L. O'SuUivan

;
Horace B. Web-

ster; Salem Town; James E. Freeman, the painter; Gerritt

Smith
;
Willis Gavlord ; James Hall, geologist in the State

Survey ;
William H. Jansen

;
Drs. E. B. O'Callaghan, He-

man J. Redfield, and Caleb Lyon, of Lyonsdale. In addition

to these the five gentlemen -whose names appear on the pros-

pectus -were occasional contributors. General Dix, besides
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having the editorial management, wrote a series of articles on

the English poets, beginning with Sir Henry Wotton, Edmund

Spenser, and Ben Jonson, and also treated, in his usual lumi-

nous and scholarly manner, of many other subjects, among
which were the Corn-laws in England and France, the state

of the laboring population of Ireland, the temperature of the

earth and meteorological phenomena, the organic chemistry
of agriculture and physiology, and the charms of rural life,

giving occasional translations of romances and tales from the

French language.

Among the letters of that period is one from Henry James

Anderson, a very intimate friend, and one of the most charm-

ing and accomplished gentlemen of his day. General Dix

held him in the highest possible regard, not only for his sci-

entific attainments and the purity and nobility of his charac-

ter, but also for the peculiar raciness and delicate wit which

rendered his society so agreeable. It appears that he had ap-

plied to Dr. Anderson for a contribution to The Northern

Light j this is the answer which he received :

"New York, December 18, 1841.

" Deak Sir,
—Your notice that you held on account of The Northern

Light a post-note of mine promising
' an article

' to that journal, came

duly to hand, and is hereby acknowledged.
''As I keep no bill-book I am unable to refer to anything better than

my memory for the date and maturity of 'said' post-note. It seems to

me that it ran in this way :

' I do not promise to write an article for The

Northern Light, either for a day certain or uncertain, near or remote.' I

thought I was safe and had contracted no debt, but now I find that I had

'put out paper,' and must make arrangements to redeem. I certainly

did not intend to 'create stock;' but if I have, as it has not yet passed

into the hands of innocent third parties, I feel strongly iuclined to

'repudiate.'
" Since I sent you my non-promissory note I have entered into positive

engagements with a publisher to deliver a certain quantity of 'copy' in

a given time. Tliis is my first departure from the cash system—my first

step in the downward path of debt. I am already seized with the hor-

rors of remorse, and I dare say I shall pay for my folly by seeing myself

gazetted as a bankrupt under the new act.
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"In tbe name of humanity do look again at that no-bond of mine and

see if I am 'liable,' under the strictest letter of the law-merchant, or even

under the sharpest interpretation of the law- moral. I feel quite dis-

tressed by this unexpected addition to my obligations ;
and yet, if you

can convince my 'conscientiousness'—a bump which is not wanting in

size—I will pay you, or order, in the shortest time and best paper I can

command.
" We have just organized here a little band of '

Brothers,' as we call

ourselves. TTe are 'free-trade-mad,' and propose to dine together at

Blancard's every fortnight or week, perhaps, on beefsteak and oysters,

with wine on the voluntary principle, and rejoice in the wisdom which

we shall utter on the occasion. Our first meeting is this evening, at five.

" I cannot close without my heartfelt congratulations on the result of

the elections. And happy I am that you, among the first I loved for

their devotedness to Truth and Right, have held, through either fortune,

unfalteringly to the course which the appeal to the people's sober

thought has so gloriously vindicated.
"
Truly yours, Hexrt Jas. A:nt)ERSOX."'

The General's editorial labors were soon interrupted. In

the year 1841 he was recalled to public life by election as

member of Assembly. The event caused a sensation at the

house on "Washington Street. The General was absent from

the city at the time. One evening, as my mother was sitting

quietly in her room, Mr. John Yan Buren, with two or three

friends, rushed in and told her that she must make haste and

shut all the doors, as a vast body of the unterrified Democ-

racy, wild with enthusiasm, and flaring with torches and ban-

ners, was moving up toward the house to congratulate the

General on his election. Measures having been rapidly taken

for defence from the embraces of the delighted crowd, Mr.
Yan Buren met them at the entrance of the grounds, and,
mounted on a chair, addressed them in that characteristic

style which made him one of the most popular of public

speakers. They accepted the apology thus rendered for the

absence of the object of their quesb, and, after the usual

uproar of cheers and shouts, relieved the household of appre-
hension and boisterously withdrew.

General Dix's election gave gratification in many quarters.
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I select one from a large number of similar letters addressed

to him at that time. It is from General Borland :

"Montgomery, November 17, 1841.
" General John A. Die:

" Dear Sir,
—In view of the recent triumphs of Democracy I cannot

withhold an expression of my high gratification,

"And will you allow me to say (for so I verily believe) that no single

event, in the whole range of Democratic success, has been more grateful

to my feelings, or more important to the great cause of liberal principles,

than your own election.

" For years past we have, as a party, too much neglected moral worth,

integrity of character, sound sense, and high literary attainments.

"Your success will, I trust, induce our friends thoughout the State

hereafter to look more for your likeness than they have for years past.
" My friend Mr. Hill* having afforded a favorable opportunity, in jus-

tice to my own feelings I could not but embrace it, to give you a faint

expression of the high regard I entertain for your character.

" Yours cordially, etc., Charles Borland."

The following year brought with it a terrible anxiety, ending
in the breaking np of our home, amid sorrowful forebodings

and tearful separations. The life at Albany abruptly ended,

and we went forth, to return to it, as a household, no more.

My mother's health, which had not been strong, became so

seriously impaired, that her medical advisers advised a re-

moval to a milder climate for the winter. The urgency being

great, preparations for departure were hurriedly made. After

much consultation and inquiry the island of Madeira was se-

lected as the best place in which to pass the ensuing months.

Access to it was not easy ;
but it happened that a small ship

bound for Funchal was then lying in the port of New York.

In that vessel, the Ifexican, 300 tons, Captain Doming, my
parents, with three of their children, embarked on the 16tli

of October and for the second time took their way across

the sea.

* The Hon. N. P. Hill.
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Y.

Thebe is a little voluine, of 377 pages, 12mo, wliich may
occasionally be picked up in those shops in ^vhich they deal

in rare books. It is entitled ''A TTinter in Madeira, and a

Summer in Spain and Florence.*' It was written by my
father some time after his return from this second journey to

Europe, and contains a narrative of one of the most interesting

and happy years of his life. Agreeably written, and illustra-

ted by a few woodcuts, rather coarsely executed, from some of

my own pencil sketches, it gives an account of our voyage
from Xew York to Madeira, of the heavy gale encountered

on the way, of our passage through the Azores, and of our ar-

rival, on the 11th of November, at the exquisitely beautiful

island which was to form our winter home. Guided by that

little volume, the reader may pass from scene to scene amid

the superb mountains and dizzy ravines, and become familiar

with the manners and customs of the simple and industrious

peasantry of that dependency of the Portuguese crown. If he

have a taste for them he may revel in statistics concerning
climate and productions, commerce and trade, agriculttire, gov-
ernment, and religion. He will see us in our pleasant apart-

ments near the Carreira, under the charge of our merry Portu-

guese landlord, Gambaro Baxixa. He may read the exploits

of Don Miguel, and sigh over the romance of Robert Machin

and Anne D'Arfet. It was a winter's idvl, a srateful time of

rest and refreshment, in one of the most delicious climates in

the world, where an invalid is hardly ever kept in-doors by
rain, where the sun is rarely too warm for open-air exercise,

and where a light overcoat suffices for the coolest day ;
where

one can go only on horseback or on foot, and where each path
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leads to some grand specimen of tlic works of the Almighty,
such as volcanic regions alone exhibit in perfection; where
the roads are often bordered by hedges of heliotrope higher
than the tallest man's head, and the vine spreads her clusters

to the noonday, and the century
-
plant shoots up, with her

candelabra of white blossoms, all but unnoticed amid the

bloom of the landscape. If anything were needed to en-

hance the thorough enjoyment of that happy winter, it was

supplied in my mother's perfect recovery of her health, and

in the birth of another beloved daughter of our house. How
full of enjoyment were those months to one tired out by hard

work, and long tossed on the waves of JSTew York politics,

may be discovered in the General's graphic account of that

winter of 1842-'43.

From the book referred to— which, by -the -bye, went

through five editions, though now almost forgotten
—I take

the account of our departure from the beautiful island, and

the memorable passage to Cadiz. He says :

" On the iTtli of March we bade adieu to Madeira, and with

the most sincere regret. The winter had not passed away
without bringing with it some inconveniences and trials

;
but

these were far over-balanced by the mildness of the atmos-

phere in which we lived, and the beauties of the scenery by
which we were surrounded.

" It was about four in the afternoon when we left the beach

to embark in the little brig which was to convey us to the

European continent. In an liour more we were sailing slow-

ly out of the roadstead. The sun shone with unusual splen-

dor, and as he sunk down in the west, casting heavy shadows

across the ravines back of the city, and bathing the tops of

the mountains in golden light, the scene was scarcely less

beautiful in our eyes, familiar as it had become, than when it

first broke upon our sight. During the night we passed the

Desertas near enough to make out their harsh, ragged outlines

in the moonlight. At dawn the next day they Avere far in the

distance, faintly relieved by the shadowy form of Madeira in
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the background. In a few hours more thej had all disap-

peared, and nothing remained to bound the sight but an un-

broken horizon of sky and waves.
" The passage from Madeira to Cadiz, the port to which we

were destined, averages six or seven davs. The vessel in which

we had embarked was a small one, not measuring more than

170 tons, but she was strong, skilfully commanded, and had

a crew of fine young men. She was from the city of Boston,

and bore its name. She had for eight years baffled the fogs

and north-easters which preside over the Xew England coast,

and there was a guarantee in tliis that she would do her duty
in case of need. Her cabin was small

;
but having discharged

her cargo at Funchal, and being in ballast, a roomy apartment
was fitted up in her hold, and a neat and delightful one it

was, of clean, freshly planed but unpainted boards, far outdo-

ing the principal cabin in convenience and comfort. It had

got the name of the steerage while the carpenter was fitting

it up, but it soon sunk this cognomen in the more appropriate
one of the gentlemen's cabin. Tlie passengers were seventeen

in number, including ladies, gentlemen, children, and servants,

and, with the crew added, we mustered twenty-six souls. The
wind was fair, the skies serene, and the moon was in her third

quarter, giving us fine bright nights. Time never hangs heav-

ily at sea under such circumstances. Even sea-sickness loses

half its horrors when you know that you are speeding on to

your destination, and that your sufferings will soon be at an

end. For two days and nights the wind blew steadily, but

was constantly though almost imperceptibly increasing. From
five and six knots an hour our log began to report seven and

eight, and at last nine and ten
;
the sky became overcast, the

rain came down at intervals in torrents, without any abate-

ment of the wind, and a dense fog set in on the morning of

the fourth day, just at dawn, wlien we were indulging the

hope of seeing land. Our situation was now extremely un-

pleasant. The wind blew violently
— so much so that the

courses were taken in, and the vessel was running under

I.—12
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«lose-reefed to2>sails
—and we were on a lee-shore, in a tliick

fog. The captain liad never been at Cadiz, but he had been

up all night studying an excellent chart, which he had found

.at Funchal, and had made himself as familiar with the coast

and harbor as though he had navigated them all his life. At
nine in the morning he told a few of us that he should be op-

posite the light-house in an hour, if his reckoning was right,

and he must then choose between the alternatives of standing
in or of attempting to beat out to sea. The latter would have

been full of peril, for if the wind had continued to increase,

as in fact it did, we should in all probability have gone ashore

before night. The captain at half-past nine took his station in

the foretop, and in half an hour more stood boldly in for the

land. To those of us who understood the matter the next

half-hour was a period of extreme anxiety. But it was hard-

ly over before the captain's clear voice was heard, amid the

roaring of the storm, giving his orders to the helmsman with

as much confidence as if he had been on his own native coast,

lie had descried the light-house at a distance of about half

a mile—the first object we had seen, excepting a few vessels

which crossed our path, since we lost sight of the Desertas.

lie Avas now at home. He had so thoroughly mastered his

chart that he knew the bearings of all the shoals and break-

ers which lie at the mouth of the harbor from the light-

house, and he remained in the foretop until we had passed

them all, directing the motions of the vessel with perfect

calmness and confidence. It was certainly no small triumph
of nautical skill on the part of our Yankee captain. He had

sailed nearly six hundred miles, and had hit the light-house at

the mouth of the harbor to which he was destined within fif-

teen minutes after his reckoning was up. It must be con-

fessed, too, that there was some good-luck in it. But his sul>

sequent management of the vessel, steering her through break-

ers and reefs of rocks without the aid of a pilot, was all skill

and good judgment."
It would be difficult to speak too warmly of the pleasure
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derived from our glimpse of Spain. Landing at tlie wLite-

walled Cadiz, we spent some days enjoying tlie novel sights

of that cit}' ;
now strolling about the streets, where the beau-

tiful, dark-eyed women, with their mantillas about their jet-

black hair, flitted gracefully to and fro, and often stopped to

admire and kiss our bright, curly-headed Charley, as though
he were an angel in the midst of the brunette monotony ;

now penetrating into the faintly perfumed chapel of some

religious house in quest of notable pictures ;
now looking at

the port, filled with sliips of manifold rigs, among which

plied the boats of the deft Spanish oarsmen. And then one

day we took the steamer, and, having crossed to the other

side of the bay, went up the Guadalquiver, following its

numberless turns and bends, till we saw the Golden Tower

of Seville in the distance, and the vast pile of the Cathedral,

with its crested Giralda, looming over the orange groves. In

that city we spent several days, including the Holy Week
;

and we looked with wonder on the processions and pageants,

which recalled the mediaeval Mysteries, as angels and arch-

angels, saints and martyrs, Yirgins and doctors swept by,

mounted on great cars drawn by handsome horses, and es-

corted by thousands of troops of the line, whose military

bands filled the air with music. And at the dead of night
we listened to the big bell of the Cathedral, whose tone, like

low thunder, is heard but two or three times in the year,

when Holy Church is keeping up the memory of some great

act in the suffering life of the Redeemer of men. "We heard

them sing the Miserere in the Cathedral, and High Mass on

Easter
;
and then we went to see the bull fights at the amphi-

theatre, which holds 20,000 spectators. But that which gave
us most joy was the sight of the treasures of art in that shrine

of Spanish painting
—the works of Yaldes, Zurbaran, Velas-

quez, and Eoelas, and the solemn splendors of the Carmen,
where the canvases of Murillo display the histories of the

old and new dispensations, and seem themselves like miracles

of relimous devotion and technical skill. I remember noth-
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ing more impressive since tliat day ;
nor shall I ever again

enjoy such sensations as those awakened by the siglit of that

lordly wealth, unrivalled save in Yenice, and breathing of

the very awe and majesty of religion ;
for surely, if there

be religion in art, it is to be seen at its height in the work

of the Spanish School.

From these glories we turned reluctantly away, and, de-

scending the river, went back to Cadiz
;
and thence by steam-

er to Gibraltar, where we saw the Union Jack flying in the

breeze, and the red-coated sentries pacing the rocky platform,

and heard the beat of the British drums and the shrill music

of the fife
;
and walked through the galleries in the rock, and

drove across the Xeutral Ground to get a distant view of the

great lion -like rampart of the Straits. A Spanish steamer

then took us up and carried us along the coast. Every day
we landed at some new town : at Malaga, Almeria, and Agui-
las

;
at Cartagena, Alicante, and Valencia

;
at Barcelona, on

which the guns frowned from Monjuich ;
and so along the

Mediterranean to Leghorn, and then to Pisa and Florence.

It was a journey to be long remembered, standing clearly on

the horizon of the far-away.

The General spent the summer of 184:3 in a villa outside

the walls of Florence. It belonged to the Marquis d'Elci,

and had all the requisites for one of Mrs. Henry Wood's

romances. It was quadrangular, enclosing a paved court :

three sides of the structure constituted the residence, while

the fourth was a thick wall, pierced by a great gate, and broad

enough for a passage-way along the top from wing to wing.

There were suites of rooms enough for half a dozen families
;

and an immense hall, which we called the ball-room. The

floors above and below \vere of brick, and the sleeping apart-

ments had great high -post bedsteads, with awful hangings;
and on the walls hung full-length pictures of nobles, soldiers,

priests, and nuns. Then there was a chapel, in which from

time to time Mass was sung; and once during the summer

the j)easantry came thither to keep a fete, and the floor was
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made into a ricli mosaic of many-colored leaves of roses and

other flowers, and it was a great gala of costumes, banners, in-

cense, and song, I bad a room, or ratber a suite of rooms, in

tbe upper story ;
from tbe windows I could trace tbe wind-

ings of tbe Amo down tbe ricb valley between dark -blue

hills
;
and I remember how, when tbe moon was setting, and

a little owl would come and sit over my window and cry in

doleful tone, I used to wish myself anywhere else, and did not

like tbe look of tbe tall pictures surveying me in tbe dim

light, nor the rustle of tbe tapestries about tbe bed. In tbe

end of tbe summer a dear friend of my mother's died there,

in the apartment adjoining mine. She was the daughter of

Captain James Lawrence, who fell fighting bis ship, the Chesa-

peake, against the British frigate Shannon. Mary Lawrence

was with my mother at Miss Desabaye's school in Xew York.

She afterward married Mr. William Preston Griffin, of the

J^avy. "We met them on tbe way to Italy, and pei-suaded

them to go with us to Florence for the-summer. She died in

child-bed at the villa, September 3. It was like tbe falling of

a sudden night about our path. After that I went to another

part of the villa, for tbe associations of that side of tbe court-

yard were too painful to be borne. Indeed, the rumor was

that the English doctor had brought her death about by bad

treatment
;
and it was whispered among tbe contad'ine that

" the American signora who was murdered at the Yilla d'Elci

walked at night.''

Tuscany was then a grand-dukedom ; Leopold 11. its mild

and popular ruler. The summer residence was close by us.

"VVe often met tbe Grand -duke taking bis afternoon walk,
with bis wife and children, under tbe cypresses, or through
the vine-bordered roads of the country, with no more state

than any honest citizen.

Of all these things my father has written in tbe volume al-

ready referred to : of the Duomo and Giotto's tower, of tbe

bridges and the Cascine, of Fiesole and tbe Apennines, of the

manners of tbe people and their mode of life
;
of the chariot-
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races in the ancient Koman style in tlie great Piazza on tlie

eve of St. Jolm's-day, and the festa and fireworks and races

of barbs on St. Peter's -day, and the Haydn music at tlie

Palazzo Yecchio.

From Florence we went to Rome, where we spent the fol-

lowing winter, that of 1843-'44. There is little worth noting
in the domestic annals of those montlis

; they passed quietly

and happily, in the society of friends who, like ourselv^es, were

far from home
;
in reading and study in connection with daily

visits to the wonders of the old and new cities
;
and in at-

tendance at the magnificent services at St. Peter's and other

churches. We saw a great deal of the artists of that period,

among whom was James E. Freeman, whose merit my father

had discovered some years before, when they met at Albany,
and in whose progress in his art he took a deep interest as

long as he lived. Pome was then the Pome of the Pontiffs

and of a past age ; Gregory XYI. occupied the Papal throne
;

the era of radical change seemed far away. By the side of the

yellow Tiber the city and its inhabitants dozed and dreamed
;

and no dreamy life was ever more delicious than that which

they led who, in their wanderings, found themselves Avithin

the venerable walls. Twelve years afterward we were there

again. Many changes had come
;
others were imminent

;
the

French were holding the city and protecting the Supreme
Pontiff from the storm outside. Since that day how wonder-

fully has everything changed ! What is the Pome of 1881

to those who remember the Pome of 1843 ?

Leaving the Eternal City on the 26th of March, the General

took us to Naples, where he distinguished himself by a fool-

hardy performance. Yesuvius was in partial eruption. AVe

ascended the mountain to see what could be seen. The crater

looked like a hollow bowl sunken about one hundred feet

below the rocky ledges on which we stood
;
from side to side

beneath stretched a smooth layer of hardened lava, hot enough
to scorch the soles of tlie boots. In the centre of that plain

was a cone, rising to the level of the sides of the mountain,
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and having tliree or four apertnres at the summit, out of

which came fire, with showers of stones. As these were shot

forth the cone shook to its base. The General insisted on

descending into the crater, attended by one of the guides,

whom he bade to lead on as far as he dared to go. The guide

accordingly led him down, step by step, and rapidly, across

the field and to the yery foot of the cone, where he stopped,

refusing to go farther. But the General, grasping his climb-

ing-staff, mounted to the top of the cone, and actually poked
his stick into one of the open yents—looking up, when red-

hot stones flew out, to dodge them as they fell. lie did not

defend tliese proceedings in after -years, but agreed with us

that they were preposterous. Still, they were characteristic

of his coolness and love of adyenture.

From Xaples we went by steamer to [Marseilles, and thence

through France to Paris. The journey was, in some respects,

very characteristic, our route being through Aries, Ayignon,
and Giyors, and by Roanne and Cosne, on the riyer Loire, to

Orleans. "VTe trayelled part of the way on a railroad which

was one of the first constructed in the kingdom ; and, as the

engineers proceeded on the theory that, as a straight line is

the shortest distance between two points, so the simplest way
to build a railroad was to carry it straight along, no matter

what stood in the way, this particular road, passing through
a hilly country, was little better than an interminable succes-

sion of tunnels, connected by brief yentilation in the open
air. On the riyer Loire we journeyed in a strange kind of

steamer, of immense length, yery narrow, and drawing yery
little water. The whole line had a common name— the

Inexplosihies
— numbered 1, 2, 3, etc. 'Wlieneyer the Inex-

plosihle Xo. 4, our noble craft, grounded on the shoals of

the riyer—which happened eyery hour or so—the sailors

jumped overboard—the water being not quite up to their

knees— and shoved her along, to the delight of the voy-

agers.

In those days there was a justly celebrated line of Havre
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packets, deliglitful ships, roomy and comfortable, witli good

captains and crews, and everything needed for the happiness

of the passengers on their four weeks' voyage. We embarked

in one of those ships, the Iowa, on May 8, 1844. To cross

the Western Ocean was no light aifair in those days. The

traveller had a taste of real sea life
;
and the restless and ex-

citable voyager of our time, whose highest ambition is to dash

at break-neck speed from ISTavesink to Fastnet in seven days,

is not altogether the enviable being he deems himself in con-

trast with the old-fashioned tourist. Though our innumer-

able and insatiate excursionists have gained in time, they have

lost in other things : in the pleasure of quiet, dreamy days on

shipboard, in delightful companionships, in some knowledge
of the seaman's craft, and the subtler phenomena of wind

and wave, sky and cloud, tides and currents, calm and storm.

Each of those white-winged ships was a school, each voyage
a course of study ;

and many and precious were the lessons

learned during the four weeks spent at sea.
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VI.

"Wmi the retnm from Europe came a change from tranquil-

lity to confusion, from the quiet pleasures of foreign travel to

the caldron of Xe^y York politics, then bubbling and seetliing

more furiously than ever. The Democratic party, hard pushed

by its enemies, was divided into sections, Avhich grew daily

more hostile in their attitude. To these schools the grotesque

names of " Barnburners " and " Old Hunkers " were applied :

they might have been more philosophically described as Eadi-

cals and Conservatives. Nearly equal in numbers, they dif-

fered on many points, and, first, on questions of finance and

State government. The Barnbumei"s were the party of strict

economy ; abhorring debt, they insisted that provision ought
to be made for paying the interest on State loans by taxa-

tion before pledging the credit of the State
; they were sus-

picious of banks, believed in hard-money, and adhered to the

financial policy of President Yan Buren. Tlie Old Hunkers,
on the other hand, appear to have held easier views on all

these points ; speculative, and ready to take risks, they were

lax where the Barnburners were severe."" But now another

* A very high authority, in reply to an inquiry as to the origin of the

names of those sections of the Democratic party, wrote to me as follows:

"My impression is that the factions known as Barnburners and Old

Hunkers grew out of the early insinuations of the slavery question into

general politics. The Old Hunkers were opposed to any discussion of

the subject, as likely to destroy the harmony of "the party;" and the

Barnburners were in favor of treating it like all other questions of pub-
lic interest. The significance of the names, if I apprehend them rightly,

was, that the one kept at home, or to their hunl; never knowing what

was going on in the world; and that the other was willing to burn

down the entire bam to get rid of a few rats.''
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question was troubling the camp, and threatening to make
the family quarrel much more acrimonious. The problem of

slavery had been forever settled, as was fondly supposed, by
the " Missouri Compromise," in 1820

;
it was now re-opened,

and in a w^ay to become more complicated than before. For

this certain persons, known as Abolitionists, were mainly

responsible.

The views of the earliest Abolitionists were moderate com-

pared with those of the men to whom that title became subse-

quently restricted. In time a division took place in the body,

resulting in the formation of a radical Abolition party, includ-

ing such men as Gerritt Smith and William Lloyd Garrison.

These extremists were, theoretically, the iirst Secessionists :

they resigned office under the government, and refused there-

after eitlier to hold office, or even to vote
; they regarded the

Constitution of the United States as a compact with Satan,

would have nothing to do with public affairs, and preferred

a rupture of the Union to living under a system wdiich toler-

ated slavery and protected slave-holders. Tlie moderate Abo-

litionists stopped short of those extremes : they continued to

vote, did not refuse office, and were known as the "
Liberty

party ;" they nominated candidates of their own as such, and

were not unwilling to w^ork with any other party in the coun-

try, ISTorth or South, for the attainment of their ends. The

distinction between the moderate and ultra Abolitionists is

important. When I speak of "Abolitionists" hereafter I re-

fer to those of the latter class, the followers of Garrison

and Smith, and not to the ''

Liberty party," which supported

James G. Birney for President in 1840 and 1814.

No one can justly blame the people of the South for their

anxiety and indignation at the progress of the Abolition

movement. Its ultimate aim was to overthrow that social

co!npact under which the free and slave-holding States were

united under a common Constitution, while the actual inva-

sion of the right of the Southerner to his property was so

flagrant as to lead him to demand redress for wrongs already
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sustained and guarantees for the future. Out of all tliis it

was inevitable that new issues must arise, with complicated

and dangerous positions. The Democratic party recognized

and respected the rights of the South under the Constitution

of the United States
; yet it was easy to see that questions

might come up on which men, though all alike friendly to

the South, would feel at a loss what to say, and might be

driven to take opposite sides.

Ko figure of that era is more conspicuous than that of

Silas "Wright, Senator of the United States, and Governor of

the State of Xew York. To those who form their ideal of

the patriot by study of the classical models of ancient Rome
he must be one of the most charming figures of our history

—
a tnie Cincinnatus

;
an image of pristine simplicity and integ-

rity. Mr. Wright was one of my father's warmest friends,

and the object of his sincere admiration and devoted attach-

ment—a man after his own heart. A few words with ref-

erence to this great statesman and illustrious citizen.

Silas T\"right was bom at Amherst, Mass., in the year 1795,

being three years my fathers senior
;
he was brought up in

Vermont, amid the green hills, and was graduated at Middle-

bury College in 1815. His family was a humble one, and it

is even asserted that liis father was without education. They
were intense lovers of their country, and his father and one of

bis brothers were soldiers in the war of 1812. The son Silas

received a literary training through the self-denial of his peo-

ple, who desired to give tliat advantage to at least one of their

house. In the year 1819 he settled in Canton, St. Lawrence

County, in the State of New York, and began the practice
of the law. There, subsequently, he married

;
thither he re-

treated from the cares of public life whenever a breathing-

spell was given him
; there, in the spring immediately suc-

ceeding his defeat when nominated a second time for Gov-

ernor of the State of Xew York, he might have been seen

driving his team afield and wiping tlie sweat from his brow,
like a noble Roman of the sterHng stamp ;

and there, Au-
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gust 27, 184:7, lie resigned liis soul to God, leaving no blot

on liis name, and mourned in silence by men who hardly
knew till then what manner of person it was whom the land

had lost.

Mr. Wright's political career began about the year 1820
;

in 1827 he was sent to Congress, His popularity among his

towns-people was immense
;
his success \vas striking. An op-

ponent of Governor Clinton, and a supporter of Mr. Crawford

for the Presidency, he espoused the cause of General Jackson

in the year 1828, and thereupon became associated with Mr.

Van Buren and my father in the political movements in which

they were engaged subsequently to that date. Having ably
filled the office of Comptroller of the State from 1829 to

1832, he was elected, with little or no oj^position, to the United

States Senate, and took his seat there January 14, 1833. It

may be truly said that " there were giants in the earth in those

days." A writer, speaking of the statesmen among whom Mr.

"Wright was thus called to take his place, and with whom he

contended for the honors acquired in his Senatorial career,

enumerates—
"... The gallant and chivalrous Clay, captivating the

heart and enchaining the imagination by the magic bursts of

his thrilling eloquence ; Calhoun, the fearless champion of

the sovereignty of the States, with his chaste diction and ana-

lytical mind, every sentence that he uttered a whole chapter
of argument, and every word a political text

; AVebster, calm,

profound, and argumentative, powerful in stature and gigan-

tic in mind
;
the smooth and plausible Clayton ;

and Preston,

fervid and impassioned as the rays of the Southern sun which

had warmed his genius into life. On the opposite side there

was Benton, industrious, determined, and unyielding, with his

pockets overflowing with statistics, and his head full of his-

torical lore
; Forsyth, easy and graceful in his address, but an

able and experienced debater
; Pives, the eloquent and talent-

ed Senator from the Old Dominion, seeking to give vent to

the inspiration he had caught in the groves of Monticello ;
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White, with his metaphysical and sententious apophthegms ;

and the shrewd and cautious Grundy, familiar with parlia-

mentary tactics, watching for the weak points in liis adver-

sary's argument, and never caring to conceal his gratification

when he saw the fabric reared with so much labor toppling

down in the dust.'"*

Mr. AVright made a brilliant name for himself m the Sen-

ate, and became one of its most influential members. He

supported the financial policy of President Van Buren
;
and

when petitions came praying for the abolition of slavery

in the District of Columbia and other parts subject to the

direct control of the general govermnent, he voted either to

refuse to receive them or to lay them on the table. He was

no abolitionist, in the technical sense in which the word was

used in the pohtical debates of the time
; still, like the old-

fashioned Democrats of that day, he regarded slavery as a ter-

rible evil, desired its suppression by just and lawful means,
and confidently expected its ultimate extinction. But he re-

spected the guarantees of the Constitution, and declined to

have part or lot in the proceedings of those enthusiasts who
were stirring up the community and evoking the spirits of

disunion and civil war. In these views my father and he

were one.

Early in the year 1S44 a movement was begun to nominate

Senator "Wright for the office of Governor of this State. It

is well known that it was most distasteful to him, and that he

did his utmost to prevent it. If evidence on that point were

needed it might be supplied by quotations from his letters to

General Dix during the summer of that year. He was happy
and contented in his place in the Senate

;
he dreaded the

change to the turmoil at Albany. Xo man knew better than

he how serious were the divisions in the Democratic party ;

and although, up to that time, the section known as the

* " Lives of the Governors of the State of New York," by John S.

Jenkins, pp. 758, 759.
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Hunkers had not declared war against him, yet there was no

sympathy between them and a man who regarded them as

politically unsound and unworthy of confidence. Signs of

trouble became more and more distinct on the wider horizon of

"Washington. President Yan Buren's defeat in 1840 was due

almost entirely to questions of finance. But time had proved
the wisdom of his policy, and there was a strong desire in the

]S[orthern and Eastern States for his re-nomination in 1844.

Undoubtedly this would have occurred, but for the pressure of

the question which was now casting all others into the shade

and throwing a disastrous shadow on the entire country.

Texas, a part of Mexico, had declared her independence of

the mother country, and successfully resisted attempts to re-

duce her to subjection. At this fatal juncture the idea was

broached of bringing the revolted Mexican province into the

American Union. On announcing her independence Texas

had established slavery, but prohibited the importation of

negroes from all parts of the world excepting the United

States. Mr. Calhoun, under the administration of President

Tyler, negotiated a treaty of annexation. This was done, as he

frankly avowed, in the interests of the slave-holding people of

the South, and with a view to preserve and perpetuate that

institution. While the question was pending it was under-

stood that Great Britain was using her infiuence to induce the

Mexican Government to acknowledge the independence of

Texas, on condition that she should abolish slavery and agree

not to be annexed to the United States. Thus the question

of slavery was set in a new light. A party had been formed

who, forsaking the ground taken by their predecessors, no

longer tolerated the idea that slavery should be allowed to

waste away and die out by degrees, but, on the contrary, de-

sired to preserve, strengthen, and perpetuate what my father

once eloquently characterized as " the solitary monument left

among us of a barbarous age." The reader may imagine

how thoughtful men must have become at this turn of affairs,

and to what searchings of heart it must have given rise.
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But the South was united, and thoroughly in earnest
;
and

they demanded the opinions of the men of the Xorth on the

subject of annexation, with all that it implied. The position

of Mr. Van Buren, as a competitor for the Democratic candi-

dacy in 1844, must be understood at once
;
and the question

was peremptory,
" Are you, or are you not, in favor of the an-

nexation of Texas V To this Mr. Yan Buren replied that he

was opposed to that measure. But his opposition, as stated

by himself, was based on grounds of international law and the

comity of peoples and governments : we had no right to take

a portion of tlie territory of a nation with whom we were at

peace; Texas had not so thoroughly established its position

as to force from the mother country an acknowledgment of

its independence. The position thus taken killed Mr. Yan
Buren with the South

;
and at the Baltimore Convention, al-

though a majority of the delegates went there with instruc-

tions to nominate him, yet, by the adherence to the two-thirds

rule, he was defeated. Thereupon the name of Mr. "Wriglit

was brought forward. He, anticipating the result, had already

sent a letter, to be read in the event of Mr. Yan Buren's dis-

comfiture, in which, in the spirit of a man of honor, he abso-

lutely refused to accept a nomination which should come to

him through the misfortunes of his friend. The Convention

agreed, after long deliberation, to nominate James K. Polk, of

Tennessee. The Xorthem Democracy were compelled to sub-

mit with what grace they could. It was spoken of as a mag-
nanimous sacrifice on their part. It was a sacrifice indeed,

and one of those which call for many more in sequence.
It will be remembered that slavery had been already estab-

lished in Texas before it asked for annexation. The Baltimore

Convention adopted a resolution in favor of the immediate

reception of that country into the Union. The measure was

opposed, however, by many Democrats, some concurring with

Mr. Yan Buren in the views which he had expressed on the

subject, others fearing that the measure would indefinitely

postpone the extinction of slaverv. It mav be inferred that,

I.—13
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under these circumstances, Mr. Wright felt reluctant to ac-

cept the nomination for Governor. He was strongly opposed
to the annexation, and therefore to the Baltimore platform ;

yet if elected it would be his duty to keep in accord with the

new administration. There was no escape for him, however.

The life of the American politician is ever a life of sacrifice.

The fall elections decided the double question before the peo-

ple : Mr. Polk was elected President, and Mr. Wright found

himself Governor of New York, and in an extremely embar-

rassing position.

Mr. Wright's chair in the Senate now became vacant,

though five years of his term remained. About the same

time the place of his colleague, Nathaniel P. Tallmadge, also

became vacant, on his appointment by the President to be

Governor of the Territory of Wisconsin. It was necessary

to elect a Senator to serve for the remainder of Mr. Wright's

term, and another for the six weeks of Mr. Tallmadge's term

which yet remained
;
and farther necessary to make another

election for the full term of six years, to commence on the

retirement of Mr. Tallmadge. For these purposes a Demo-

cratic caucus was held February 24, 1845. On that occasion

the feud between the two sections of the party was disclosed

in all its intensity. The conflict, which was sharp, ended in

the election of General Dix to be the successor of Senator

Wright, and Daniel S. Dickinson to succeed Senator Tall-

madge, while Mr. Dickinson was also elected for the six-years

term, in spite of the strong opposition of the radical members

of the caucus. This was a triumph for the conservatives, and

a defeat for the friends of Governor Wright. The closing

years of the great statesman's life were overcast by shadows
;

adverse influences were evidently in the ascendant, not only

at Washington, but close about him and at home.

Next to the Presidency, no place was so much desired, in

the times which we are now reviewing, as that of Senator of

the United States. The body was illustrious through the

fame of its members, who generally exhibited the very flower
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and highest outcome of American political life
; dignified,

powerful, respected, it was the pride of the nation, and one

of its main bulwarks. There men, relieved from the vexa-

tions of petty concerns, breathed a calmer air; they resided

in a charming capital, enjoyed an agreeable society, mingled
Avith representatives of the leading nations of the world, had

a tenure of ofiice much longer tlian that of the Chief Magis-

tracy of the Union, and thus were somewhat independent of

the changes of administration and the vicissitudes of public

life. The Senator of the United States had a certain free-

dom of action
;
he might outlive adverse influences

;
he was

secure from the assaults of a capricious constituency ;
accord-

ing to the use and law of social etiquette he and his family
ranked second only to the President. The height of ordinary
ambition was satisfied by attainment to that place ;

and men
once securely seated there would have been content to hold

it on and on, asking no more. One cannot doubt the sinceri-

ty of the expressions in which Mr. Wright announced his

distress at being thrown from that delightful eminence into

the whirlpools and quicksands at Albany.
The record of my father's work in the Senate of the

United States will be found in the first volume of his col-

lected speeches. He prepared the volumes with great care,

and gave them to the public in the year 1S64. At the begin-

ning of the first volume is this dedication:

"TO MY WIFE.
" You hate hnoicn for scteral years my intention to collect and publish for

presertation and reference the speeches which I delicered an the leading ques-

tions of the day while representing the State ofNew Torh in the Senate of the

United States. They form the greater part of the material of these volumes.

I have added several occasional addresses and a few of the numerous official

reports made ly me during my connection with public affairs. This collec-

tion^ designed chiefly to maie those who are to come aftei' us acquainted tcith

the part I have borne in the national mmement during a quarter of a century

of extraordinary activity and excitement, I dedicate to you, as an imperfect

aclnoicledgment of the intelligent and derated co-operation which you hate

lent me in all the vicissitudes and labors ofmy life.'''



196 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS DIX.

I shall have occasion to refer to this volume in giving an

account of the years spent at Washington, from December 1,

1844, till March 4, 1849.

The bill for the annexation of Texas came before the Sen-

ate soon after General Dix had taken his seat in that body. It

passed the House of Representatives January 25,1845, by a vote

of 120 to 98, and the Senate by a vote of 27 to 25, February
27. General Dix was one of those who voted for the bill. Ilis

action was sharply criticised at the time
;
and he wrote to a

friend, five years afterward, tliat he intended to give a full

explanation of his reasons for the vote. I have not been able

to find the paper referred to, if it was ever drafted
;
but I

shall give, by-and-by, the reasons for my belief that the

charge of inconsistency based on his course at that time can-

not be sustained. For the present let it be remembered that

slavery was in existence in Texas, and formed a part of the

political system of that country, before the question of annex-

ation came before Congress, and that it lay south of the line

fixed in 1821 as that which was to constitute thenceforth the

dividing line between the slaveholdiiig and non-slaveholding

population.

General Dix made his first speech in the Senate February
18 and 19, 1846, on the Oregon question, then before Con-

gress. The territory on the north-west coast of America, west

of the Rocky Mountains, known as Oregon, and long in dis-

pute between the United States and Great Britain, was, by a

convention between the two countries, concluded October 20,

1818, made free to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of both

for the period of ten years. This agreement was continued

in force and indefinitely extended by a convention of August

26, 1827. In consequence of collisions between the people
of the two countries within the disputed territory, resolu-

tions were introduced into the Senate in February, 1846,

requiring the President to give notice of the abrogation of

the last-mentioned convention, in accordance with one of its

stipulations. A portion of the Senators were in favor of
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adjusting the controversy by adopting the 49th parallel of

latitude as the boundary, leaving to Great Britain the ter-

ritory north of it
;
and the others of insisting on the abandon-

ment by Great Britain of the whole country as far north as

54° 40', from which Hne northward the title of Russia had

been acknowledged by both the parties to the pending dis-

pute. General Dix, wliile asserting the title of the United

States to the whole territory derived from the discoveries

and occupation of Spain, was nevertheless in favor of the

compromise line of 49°, which had been offered to Great

Britain in previous negotiations ;
and his speech, which occu-

pied two days in delivery, was an argument in favor of his

position.

The greater part of this address might very properly be

reprinted as a publication of an historical society. It con-

tains a minute and entertaining account of the voyages and

discoveries of the Spanish and English navigators, beginning
with Ferrelo, the pilot of Cabrillo, the commander of an ex-

pedition fitted out in iMexico a.d. 1543, forty-one years after

the discovery of San Domingo by Columbus, and continuing
with a relation of the acts of Sir Francis Drake, Juan de

Fuca, Yizcaino, Perez, Ileceta, Quadra, and Maurelle. The
Russian navigators are mentioned, and Captain Cook, who
landed at Xootka Sound in 1T7S, and Berkeley and Meares,
Martinez and Vancouver. Copious notes and references en-

rich this portion of the text, after which follows a severe crit-

icism on the speeches of the Earl of Clarendon and of Lord

John Russell in the House of Commons in protest against the

positions taken by President Polk in his inaugural address

relating to the discovery of the Columbia lliver, and the claim

of the American Government founded on that fact.

General Dix, while defending the Spanish title to the north-

west coast, by stating the historical facts on which it rested,

argued in favor of leaving the whole question in the hands of

the administration, relying on its firmness and sense of recti-

tude to sustain the just rights of the American people and to
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respect those of others. lie had no fear of war with Great

Britain
;
he felt snre that the Britisli Government, aware of

tlie invalidity of their title, would not embark in a contest

which must draw on them the condemnation of all civilized

communities
;
he believed that even if war should come we

were better j^repared to meet it than was supposed ;
but he

felt confident that the good-sense of both countries would re-

volt at a contest which would bring no good to either, and

that an adjustment of existing difficulties could be secured

on terms honorable to both nations.

It is well known that the question was settled by the adop-

tion of the 49th parallel as the boundary line, under a treaty

negotiated by the Hon. Louis McLane, and ratified by the Sen-

ate during the same session in which this debate took place.

The speech on the Oregon question was the first made by
the new Senator. At its close Mr. Thomas II. Benton, the

father of the Senate, so called from his six successive elections

and thirty years' service in that body, rose and said, in begin-

ning his remarks,
" that it had not been his intention to ad-

dress the Senate in relation to our title to Oregon, but if he

had intended to speak on that branch of the subject he should

have relinquished his purpose after listening to the very able

and lucid exposition of it by the honorable Senator from ]*^ew

York. That gentleman had placed the American title to

Oregon on grounds that were impregnable, and on which it

must forever stand. A speech more replete with historical

facts, evincing greater research, or more crowded with perti-

nent remark and convincing argument, it had never been his

lot to hear, and he could not refrain from congratulating that

honorable gentleman on the important service he had render-

ed to his country, and not less upon the honor which he had

gained for himself. He would leave the question of title

where that Senator had placed it, and turn his attention to a

different branch of the subject."*

*
Daily National J/i^fK/^enc^r, Washington, February 20, 184G.
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It has been said of tliis Ms first speecli in the Senate that

"his historical knowledge and clear perception of the law of

nations, the purity and force of his style in debate, were strik-

ingly developed in the memorable discussion of the Oregon

question. This masterly effort placed him at once in the

front rank of well-informed statesmen and powerful debaters.

That exciting topic called out no abler speech, nor one

which met with more universal favor in the Senate and

among the people." It is believed that the administration

though not in favor of the compromise, was unduly influenced

by the clamor of a noisy and reckless faction, whose cry was,
"
Fifty-four forty, or fight." Sound sense and calm wisdom,

however, carried the day, and the laurels of the peaceful set-

tlement of an ugly question were gracefully and modestly
worn by the Senator from Xew York.

On the 27th of April following General Dix addressed the

Senate on the subject of French spoliations. I well remem-

ber the earnestness with which he was wont to express him-

self in our conversations on the subject. Prudent and econom-

ical, and averse to expenditures not justified by necessity or

propriety, nothing exasperated the General more than at-

tempts to draw on the public treasury for the benefit of the

harpies who hover about it. The bill which he strenuously
and successfully opposed provided for the satisfaction of

claims of American citizens for spoliations on their property
committed by the French prior to the ratification of the con-

vention with France in September, 1800. These claimants

were numerous and persistent; for all I know to the con-

trary they may still be cherishing a hope which should long
since have been effectually blighted ;

but General Dix, re-

garding these demands as without a shadow of justice to sup-

port them, and indignant at the proposition to put money
of the public into the pockets of individuals who, as he

thought, had no right to it, took a lively satisfaction in fight-

ing the scheme, and gave it, at that time, another quietus.

His speech on this subject, like that already referred to, is full
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of learning, and would form by itself an interesting chapter
in the history of the United States from 1777 to 1800.

I come now to a subject of much greater importance.
General Dix took his seat in the Senate on the 27th of Jan-

uary ;
on the 30th he was appointed a member of the Com-

mittee on Commerce, by Mr. Mangum, then President pro

tempore of that body. At the next session he was elected a

member of the same committee, and for two sessions was

its chairman. His labors on that committee were indefatiga-

ble, and their result is nowhere better known or more highly

appreciated than in the city of Kew York. It had long been

a cherished object among commercial men to secure by law

the right to convey foreign importations through the country,

and to re-export them with the privilege of drawback. At
the commencement of this session Mr. Ashley, of Arkansas,

had called the attention of the Senate to this subject, so far as

it related to the adjacent Mexican States. To secure this ob-

ject a bill was reported by the Committee on Commerce, and

had passed the Senate before General Dix took his seat. The

bill was returned from the House with an amendment extend-

ing this privilege to the British Korth American possessions

adjoining the United States. These amendments were vastly

more important than the original bill itself, and especially to

the State of New York. The bill as amended was referred

to the Committee on Commerce on the 22d of February. On
the amendments the committee were divided, General Dix

sustaining them. Mr. Huntington, the chairman, consented to

report the bill and amendments, he stating to the Senate the

condition of the committee. The question of concurring in

the House amendments came up on the last day of the session,

and elicited an interesting debate. General Dix was the prin-

cipal advocate of the amendments, which were tinally adopted.

But for his exertions they would not have been favorably re-

ported upon by the committee. But for his defence of them

it is not probable they would have received the favorable con-

sideration of the Senate. To his efforts is New York mainly
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indebted for a measure the value and importance of whicli

are not easily calculated.

Notwithstanding the great value of his services in this mat-

ter, the commercial world deem them inferior to those relat-

ing to the Warehouse Bill. Xo measure of a recent date has

proved equally useful to commerce. This bill was introduced

in the Senate on the 21st of January, 1S16, by General Dix,

and, after varied and persevering opposition, finally passed

on the 15th of July. It was vehemently resisted by Messrs.

Huntington, Crittenden, Clayton, Simmons, and other promi-
nent Senators. Its defence rested solely upon General Dix,

though Mr. TVebster and Mr. Calhoun briefly assigned the

reasons why they should vote for it. The merit of introduc-

ing and carrying this great measure may be safely ascribed to

the Senator from Xew Tork.

As the author of this bill he was looked to as its defender.

His speeches on it, delivered on the 19th of June, 1816, and

on the 9th of Julv next followinff, are regarded as irrefrairable

evidence of his ability to comprehend the subject of trade and

commerce, and to guard and protect the great interests in-

volved in that department of political economy. Although a

reply to his first speech was made by Senator Huntington, of

Connecticut, his last, reviewing it and the English warehous-

ing system, remains unanswered to this day. Mr. Huntington
did not publish his speech. General Dix's closing speech is a

monument of the industry and ability of its author. The

warehousing svstem, as established bv law, is dailv conferrinfr

on commerce and business all the advantages predicted by its

friends
;
and the city of Xew Tork feels, and has in various

ways acknowledged, her obligations to him, as the author of

this great and salutary measure.*

If General Dix had been disposed to make a change in his

position his stay at Washington would have been verv short.

* See Twentv-second Annual Rqoort of tbe Chamber of Commerce,
New York, pp. 1-9.
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Early in July he was offered tlie mission to England. It was

just after the speeches on the warehouse system. He imme-

diately wrote to Mr. Wright on the subject as follows :

" Private.
"
Washington, July 10, 1846.

" ]My dear Sir,
—The President sent for me this morning and offered

me the mission to London. Mr. McLane will return in August. Tiie

President said he had contemplated making me the offer for some time,

but had not communicated his intention to any one till to-day. lie had

mentioned it this morning to two members of his Cabinet, who had con-

curred fully in the propriety of the selection. He said lie desired to

take the occasion to say that no one in the Senate had given him a more

fair or cordial support, tliat he should regret losing me, etc., but that the

position he offered me was one of great importance, and might become

more so from our unfortunate relations to ]\[exico, and he desired to

place in it a person in whom he had confidence. I mention these things

that you may understand the whole matter. His manner W'as very kind

and frank, and I desire to treat the matter in a corresponding spirit.

He desired no answer, but wished me to consider the proposition, and

advise him as soon as I should have decided what to do.

"
Now, I have only to add on this subject that I wish you to commu-

nicate this matter to no one but Mr. Flagg, if you think you and he are

competent to decide the matter. If you are not, you may call in the

Magician ;* but I should think the question might be settled without

any supernatural agency. I feel a little pride in having this matter kejJt

secret, unless the President chooses to mention it himself. I ask no ad-

vice, unless you have a fancy to give it. If I am left to myself, I shall

decide the question
' to the best of my ability.'

" The President desired me to say to you, if I should write, that he had

no schemes of conquest in view in respect to Mexico, no intention to taice

possession of any portion of her territory with a view to hold it, and that

his only object was to push military operations so vigorously that she

should be made willing to adjust the matters in dispute between her and

us on fair terms. As to the regiment designed for California, the inten-

tion was to have it discharged there, and it was, therefore, deemed wise

to have it composed of persons who would be willing to remain and be-

come citizens ot our own territory on the Pacific— i. e., Oregon. He said

there had been an unintentional omission in failing to communicate with

* This was the sobriquet of Mr. Van Buren.
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you at an earlier day, -which he regretted
—and he earnestly hoped the

explanation •which had been made would be satisfactory.
"
Truly yours, John A. Drx.

"SlXAS ^yEIG^T."

It was, to say the least, a coincidence that this offer of a

place abroad should have been made to the General at that

particular time. Xo one would venture to impugn the Presi-

dent's motives or question his sincerity ;
but there are always

powers behind the throne, whose movements are, perhaps, cau-

tious enough to escape detection from the throne itself. Xo
doubt there were those at TVashino^ton and at Albanv who
would gladly have got rid of one whose opposition to their

designs was foreseen and dreaded
;
and if he had accepted the

offer, and been absent from the country for three or four

years, the history would probably have been very different.

But, after due deliberation and consultation with political

friends and those of the home circle, the offer was declined.

At the first session of the Twenty-ninth Congress, General

Dix was appointed a member of the Committee on Military Af-

fairs. His training in the army and long experience and close

study qualified him for duties which were rendered peculiarly
arduous by the breaking out of war between Mexico and the

United States. He was activelv eno-aored in maturinor and car-

rying through the Senate the bills relating to the organiza-

tion, transportation, and management of the forces which were

sent to Mexico. On the 4th of January-, 1847, he spoke in

favor of a bill to appoint a Lieutenant-general to command
the militarv forces of the United States durinor the war, a

measure which had been recommended by the President in

a special Message to Congress. On the 1st of March ensuing
he made a speech against the passage of what was known as

the Three Million Bill. As this involved the question of

the extension of slavery, the attention of the reader is called

to the principles which lay hidden under the simple proposi-
tion to aid the government against a foreign enemy.
The annexation of Texas to the United States led, of
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course, to a I'lipture witli the Mexican Government. In

May, 1846, General Zacliary Taylor crossed the Rio Grande

and commenced active hostilities. The impression was that

the war could not last long; and the President asked Con-

gress for a grant of two millions of dollars, to enable him to

negotiate for a satisfactory adjustment of our difficulties.

Since indemnification for losses sustained by American citi-

zens must necessarily form one of the items of the settlement,

and since it was deemed desirable to acquire territory on the

Pacific coast belonging to Mexico, the means to facilitate

such transfer were desired by the executive, and a bill framed

with that view was introduced into Congress. But when this

bill came up for consideration Mr. "Wilmot, a member of the

House of Representatives from the State of Pennsylvania,

offered, by way of amendment to it, what at once became

famous as the " "Wilmot Proviso." It was as follows :

"
Provided, that there shall neither be slavery nor involun-

tary servitude in any territory on the continent of America

which shall hereafter be acquired by or annexed to the Unit-

ed States by virtue of this appropriation, or in any other man-

ner whatever, except for crimes whereof the party shall have

been duly convicted. Provided always, that any person es-

caping into that territory, from wdiom labor or service is law-

fully claimed in any one of the United States, such person

may be lawfully reclaimed and carried out of such territory

to the person claiming his or her service."

What the administration desired was to buy a part or the

whole of Xew Mexico. The AYilmot Proviso stipulated that

such territory, if purchased, or acquired in any way, should

not be cut up and made into slave-holding States. The vital

question therefore was, whether Congress would grant money
to purchase free territory with a view to establishing slavery

therein.

The bill providing for the appropriation was introduced

into the House of Representatives on the 8th of August,

184G, and passed, with Mr. Wilmot's amendment, the same
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day, every member from the State of Xew York voting in

its favor. It went to the Senate late that night. The fol-

lo\nng day was Sunday. On Monday morning the bill was

taken up in the Senate, but no vote was had
;
Mr. Davis, of

Massachusetts, having spoken against it until the hour for

adjournment sine die arrived.

To understand the issue presented by the "Wilmot Proviso

it must be observed that its advocates sustained it on the dis-

tinct ground that, as slavery had been abolished throughout
the Mexican Republic, the acquisition of territory without

prohibiting slavery would, on the theory asserted by the

Southern States, lead to its restoration where it had ceased

to exist, and make the United States responsible for its ex-

tension to districts in which universal freedom had been

established by the fundamental law.

On the 4th of January, 1847, during the next session of

Congress, a new bill, similar to the former, but increasing the

amount of the appropriation to three millions of dollars, was

brought in by Mr. Preston King, a Democratic member from

St. Lawrence County, Xew York. This bill, which also con-

tained the "Wilmot Proviso, passed the House of Representa-

tives,* all the Xew York representatives, with a single excep-

tion, voting for it. When the bill reached the Senate an at-

* On the passage of the bill in the House of Representatives, Mr. John
Van Buren wrote to General Dix in this vigorous strain, anent the look

of things at the capital :

" I have been suffering for some clays with a lame arm from rheuma-

tism, and cannot therefore write you at length as I should wish. But I

am so rejoiced at the passage of Wilmot's Proviso that I cannot help

congratulating you on it. Our friends have stood nobly up to this great
blow struck for freedom. How helpless and contemptible the adminis-

tration have become I Polk's consolidation of the party by throwing all

the honest men overboard has resulted as might have been expected.
Calhoun's speech is very able and very treasonable. I think General

Jackson would have hung him if he had been in TVasliington as Presi-

dent. Such an exposure and exaggeration of the weakness of our coun-

try for the benefit of an enemy in time of war is unparalleled."
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tempt was made by the advocates of tlie extension of slavery

to strike out the proviso. General Dix spoke npon this

question March 1, 1847. If it had been possible to avert the

evil which was impending, and to change the minds of men

by the force of argument, by the weight of historical testi-

mony, and by the impression sometimes produced by digni-

fied, earnest, and courteous remonstrance, those results might
have followed on the delivery of this noble appeal.

General Dix first alluded to the fact that the legislatures

of nine of the non-slaveholding States had already adopted
resolutions in accordance with the views which he held. The

Legislature of I^ew York, in particular, had, by an almost

unanimous vote in both branches, instructed their Senators

and requested their representatives to use their best efforts

to procure the insertion, in any act for the acquisition of ter-

ritory, by purchase or otherwise, of an unalterable and funda-

mental article or provision forever excluding slavery from such

territory. He considered the rights of the original parties to

the Constitution, in respect to the subject of slavery within

their own limits, and showed that the ground taken by the

advocates of the Wilmot Proviso, so far from being new, was

precisely the same as that held more than sixty years before

by Mr. Jefferson, with the unanimous support of the repre-

sentatives of Georgia, I^orth and South Carolina, and Vir-

ginia : it was the old, traditional, American position. lie re-

pelled with earnestness the charge that the course of the

Northern States was aggressive ;
on the contrary, it had been

from the earliest period liberal and forbearing. They had

acquiesced in every proposition to add Southern territory to

the Union
; they had concurred in appropriating money for

the purpose, contributing their own share, and bearing a part

of the burden of the purcliasc. They had united in the pur-

chase of Louisiana and Florida, and in the annexation of

Texas, by which measures the institution of slavery had been

extended over an area exceeding that of the thirteen original

States. lie was no abolitionist; lie admitted to tlie fullest
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extent tlie exclusive control of eacli State over the question

within the limits of its own jurisdiction, its right to be pro-

tected from interference and intermeddling within its own

borders
;

it was he who introduced resolutions at the first

meeting ever held at the Korth in opposition to the move-

ments of the Abolitionists. Xevertlieless, he and those

whom he represented were accused of aggression, because

thej would not consent to the extension of slavery to free

territory. This the Xorth would not agree to. There was

a universal opinion on that subject pervading the whole

Xorth and "West. Consent would never be given to the ex-

tension of slavery beyond its present limits. It was regarded

by all parties as involving a principle which rose far above

the fleeting interests of the day
—a principle which the Xorth

should not be asked to yield.

General Dix referred to the threats then openly made of

the dissolution of the Union. He said :

"I can hardly think those who so connect the two subjects

are aware of the position in which they place themselves. It

is virtually declaring that unless we will consent to bring free

territory into the Union, and leave it open to the extension of

slavery, the Union shall be dissolved. Our Southern friends

have heretofore stood upon the ground of defence
;
of main-

taining slavery within their own limits against interference

from without. The ground of extension is now taken, and

of extending slavery upon free territory. I cannot believe

this position will be sustained by the Southern States. It is

new ground, and is taken with avowals which are calculated

to spread surprise and alarm throughout the non-slaveholding

states. ... I say for the State of Xew York, and in her name
—I believe I do not misunderstand her resolutions—that she

can never consent to become a party to the extension of sla-

very; to free territory on this continent. If it is to be extend-

ed to new areas—areas now consecrated to free labor—the

work must be done by other hands than hers
;
and she must
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leave it to time and to tlie order of Providence to determine

what shall be the legitimate fruits of measures which she

believes to be wrong, and to which she can never yield her

assent."

Let me give one more extract, full of significance, and now
to be read with painful interest—it expresses the strife in a

mind which Aveighs two evils against each other :

"Mr. President, I regret to hear either disunion or civil

war spoken of in coimection with this measure. But, I re-

peat, the former is to be preferred to the latter. In wars

waged with foreign countries, deplorable as they always are,

there are some moral fruits which atone, in a slight degree,

for their accomj)anying evils. There is the sense of national

honor—the parent of high achievement
;
the sentiment of pa-

triotic devotion to the country, which shrinks from no labor

or sacrifice in the public cause
;
and the feeling of mutual

sympathy and dependence, which pervades and unites all

classes in the hour of adversity and peril. Far as they are

overbalanced by the domestic bereavement and the j)ublic

evil which war always brings in its train, they serve to pu-

rify the thoughts of something of their selfishness by turning

them away from the sordid channels in which they are too

apt to i*un. But civil war has no ameliorations. It is pure,

unmixed demoralization. It dissolves all national and domes-

tic ties. It renders selfishness more odious by wedding it to

hatred and cruelty. The after-generation which reaps the bit-

ter harvest of intestine war is scarcely less to be commiserated

than that by whose hands the poisonous seed is sown. Less,

far less than these, \vould be the evils of disunion."*

I tliink there is no argument for the extension of slavery

which is not met and answered in the speech from which I

* "
Sijeeclies and Addresses," vol. i., pp. 195-197.
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have made this long extract
;

it is one of several on the same

dire subject. He spoke, January 26, 1848, in support of a

bill to raise an additional military force wherewith to retain

possession of the territory of Mexico until she should consent

to make peace on tenns satisfactory to the United States—a

measure opposed by Mr. Calhoun and South Carolina. He

spoke, and for the last time, in the Senate, February 28, 1SJ:9,

on the question of the institution of governments for the

territories acquired from Mexico— a question embarrassed

throughout by the determination of the Senators from the

slave States to extend slavery to those territories, and by a

majority of the Senator from the free States to guard, by an

express prohibition, against what they deemed a moral and

political evil, and the national dishonor of restoring it where

it had been formally abohshed. His views on this question

may be gathered from those addresses. They appear to me
to do honor to his clear head, his sensitive conscience, and his

affectionate heart. They show an extreme solicitude to main-

tain the rights of our Southern brethren, a horror of disunion,

a disposition to bear anything rather than provoke civil war
;

they exhibit patience, forbearance, toleration
;
the hope that

Divine Providence might in some way avert the calamities

which he foresaw already threatening in the future
;
a love

for his State, a stronger love of the Union. These were the

characteristics of that calm, conscientious, affectionate mind
of the people of the ^S'orth, which the Southern leaders could

not undei-stand, and scrupled not to provoke past all endur-

ance, and drive at last to a point at which, it was impossible

any longer to forbear. It is needless to say
—for all know

the main facts—that the opposition led by General Dix and

others was of no avail. The three million bill passed the Sen-

ate without the proviso. The settled determination of the

Southern leaders wrung one victory after another from the

hotly contested lields. Men like my father were forced into

a minority; they were ostracized, they were put under the

ban
; they were stigmatized as traitors to theii- party and false

I.—U
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to Democratic traditions
;
for years they rested under tlie dis-

pleasure of administrations ruled by the sentiment of the slave

power. The triumph, though brief, seemed for the time com-

plete. In fact, it was no triumph, but a march downward,

through some glare and pomp of temporary success, into

night and silence. In the year 1847 they were scornfully

voting down all propositions to arrest the extension of sla-

very, and endeavoring to provide for its perpetual continu-

ance among us. On the 1st of January, 1803, by proclamation
from Washington, every slave throughout this country was de-

clared free. This was the outcome of the infatuation of the

slavery propagandists. It is not so much to the North that

the black owes his freedom to-day as to the South, which, not

content with the protection afforded to that institution un-

der the American Constitution, demanded its extension, and

attempted to break up the Union when that demand was re-

fused. If they had listened to the counsels of wisdom and

prudence, and been content with the position held on that ques-

tion by their own ancestors, the institution which they prized

so highly might have been secure among them to this day.

From May, 1846, till February, 1848, the war with Mexico

dragged its tedious length along. On the 4th of January,

1847, General Dix spoke on the bill to appoint a Lieuten-

ant-general. On the 22d of February next following Zachary

Taylor fought and won, at Buena Yista, the battle which made
him President of the United States. Roger Sherman Dix, a

pay-master in the army, was with General Taylor at the time,

and, as chance would have it, saw service in that fight. One
or two of his letters seem to merit a place in this story :

"Saltillo, Mexico, February 25, 1847.

" My dear Bkother,—I have but a few moments to write you, but I

have such news to communicate as will be gratifying to you and every

American, man, woman, and child, and I therefore give it.

" "We have had another fight with the Mexicans, and, as usual, have

gained the victory. Santa Anna commanded in person. lie had 20,000

troops
—we had barely 5000. Skirmishing between the two armies com-
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menced on the evening of the 22d (mark the day), and continued dur-

ing the night. About 7 A.3I. of the 23d the battle began in earnest, and

we fought until 5 F.it., when the enemy retired from the field. The next

morning they were in full retreat, and in the evening encamped about

ten miles from the battle-ground, the last place at which they could get

water for a long distance. Our position was a strong one, which we did

not wish to lose, and we were weak in numbers, or we would have pur-

sued them. They encamped at Agua Nueva
;
the battle was fought at

' Buena Yista,' ten miles this side.

" I was in the action from its commencement to its close—with General

Taylor part of the time, General Wool part of the time, and carrying their

orders to different parts of the field. I flatter myself I made myself al-

most as useful as ornamental. - I came off, thanks to God, without a

wound. How it was I know not, for the musket-balls flew thick as hail

around me, and a cannon-shot would occasionally throw up the dust

near me. 'Twas an awful fight, and 'tis said by all to be much harder

than that of Monterey. Ten hours' fighting is no trifle. I came to Mex-

ico to see the 'elephant.' I have seen him, and am perfectly willing

never to see him again. General "Wool behaved most nobly, and well

has he earned the brevet of Major-general,

"I can hardly think that Santa Anna will try it again. Their loss,

'tis said (I do not believe it), was between three and four thousand, ours

I do not think exceeds five hundred in killed and wounded. Many valu-

able lives have been lost. Captain Lincoln (son of Governor Levi Lin-

coln, of ilassachusetts), Adjutant-general to General Wool, and one of the

noblest, most chivalrous, and gallant soldiers, was killed at the commence-

ment of the action, whUe encouraging an Indiana regiment to stand its

ground.
" Lieutenant - colonel Henry Clay, Jr., of the Kentucky foot, is also

numbered among the dead. A more gallant soldier or high-minded and

honorable man never lived. He and Lincoln were among my best

friends. Clay was my classmate when I entered West Point, and we
have always been warm friends. Poor fellow, he is gone I Colonel Yell,

of Arkansas, formerly Governor of the State, is among the killed, and

many others whom I have not time to enumerate.

"I will only mention one thing more, and let it be strictly erdre nous.

I ought not, perhaps, either to say anything about it
;
but as I have com-

menced here goes :

"Soon after the fight commenced one of the Indiana regiments, which
was exposed to a tremendous fire from the enemy, broke and ran. They
were some distance off when General Wool met me—I was then with

the dragoons, and about to charge with them—and ordered me to rally
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them and bring them into action. I put spurs to my horse and galloped
to the rear. They were broken into parties of tliree and four, and were

more than half a mile from the fight. I stopped them ;
I urged, begged,

and entreated them
;
then cursed and abused them

;
and finally, in about

half an hour, with the aid of Captain Linnard, of the Topographical En-

gineers, I succeeded in collecting about half of the regiment ; then, tak-

ing their flag (they were still somewhat panic-stricken), I called to them
that if they were not a d d set of cowards they would follow their

flag, and I moved toward the field. They gave me three cheers, and I

led them to the field and reported to General Wool. These men after-

ward fouglit bravely and never left the ground. Their General (Lane)

and their Lieutenant -colonel (Haddou) both tried, without success, to

bring them back; and Lane that evening, after the fight and again next

morning, thanked me, and told me if it had not been for me they would

never have returned to the fight. I do not know if General Taylor saw

it, but General Lane mentioned it to him next morning. I felt that I

liad done my duty—that was enough for me. General Wool and Colonel

Churchill both shook hands with me next morning and congratulated
me (I suppose, upon the result of the battle).

" Santa Anna sent in a flag of truce before the fight, requesting General

Taylor (merely to save the effusion of blood) to surrender with his army,

saying that he had over 20,000 men, etc., etc., and promising to treat us

kindly. General Taylor wrote him back,
' 'twas all the same if he had

50,000, and if he wanted us, he must come and take us,' thanking him at

the same time for his kindness. The next morning he told his troops

that ours w^re all volunteers, and he would whip us in ten minutes—a

slight mistake. At one time I feared, as did many others, that the battle

would go against us—'twas when my Indianians ran. They had turned

our left flank and were pouring in their forces; but our artillery poured
such discharges of grape into them that they soon fell back. I rode over

the field the next day, and the sight sickened me
;
'twas horrible—the

wounded and the dead ! Many of the poor Mexicans are now in our

hospital and well cared for—officers as well as men. I think Santa Anna
has got enough, and will now retire to San Luis. God grant it ! for I am
tired of sucli scenes as this.

"This will be handed you perhajjs by Additional Paymaster, Major

Coffee (son of old General Coffee). lie takes the despatches of General

Taylor to New Orleans, and probably to Washington, He has been with

me for some weeks. He was in the battle, and is a noble fellow. Treat

liim kindly. Love to Catherine and all your family,
" Ever your affectionate brother, R. S. Dix.

"Hon. John A. Dix, U. S. Senator."
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"Saltillo, Mexico, March 25, 1S47.

"My deak Erotheb,—Ere this reaches you you will doubtless have

seen an account of our late glorious victory at Buena Yista. I wrote

you on the 25th, giving you a brief account of it

*• Santa Anna has retreated out of this province, and will undoubtedly

push on to the city of Mexico, to prevent (I think) another revolution.

His fate is sealed. The loss of this battle with such disparity of force

is enough to damn him with the Mexican people and Congress. He has

written to the Governor here that he has not been defeated—that lie has

captured three pieces of our cannon (this is true, and their loss sated us),

and that he is going to Matahuala, a!x)ut one hundred and twenty-five

miles distant, to recruit his army. This is all stuff and nonsense. That

place can't supply his army with provisions for one day. He has gone
for good, and we shall, in my opinion, see no more of him on this line.

I understand there are five regiments en route for this place. Had they
been here before the battle Santa Anna would have been routed, for on

his retreat we should have been strong enough to have pursued him,

'Tis well, however, as it is
;
we have gained a glorious victory. Had they

attacked us the following day, I believe sincerely we should have been

defeated. The best of the volunteer oflScers, or quite a number of them,
had been killed, and their men had had enough of fighting, and no per-

suasions or entreaties or airsings could have got them to do any more;
at least, they refused to move that evening. General Wool and myself
rode on to one of the heights, where parts of two regiments were (and

they those who had fought best), and endeavored to get them forward

to the next height, and all that we could say was of no avail. General

"W. struck one or two officers with his sword, but it would not do. 'Tis

true the men were nearly exhausted, but had Santa Anna then pushed
forward two or three fresh regiments of infantry, the result of the battle

would have been diflferent Thanks to God, he felt he had got enough,
and so did his troops."

The successes of General Tavlor gave us the virtual posses-

sion of the whole of Northern Mexico as far south as the

mouth of the Eio Grande and the 26th parallel of latitude,

comprehending about two-thirds of the territory of that unfor-

tunate republic and about one-tenth of its inhabitants. The
brilliant movements of General Scott subsequently augmented
those acquisitions by the reduction of Vera Cruz and the Cas-

tle of San Juan de Uloa
;
the capture of Jalapa, Perote, and

Puebla; the surrender of the capital, and the occupation of the
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three states of Vera Cruz, Puebla, and Mexico, with nearly
two millions and a half of souls. The chief towns were re-

duced, the military forces which defended them captured or

dispersed, their civil authorities superseded, and the whole

machinery of government within the conquered states virtu-

ally transferred to our hands; and these results had been

achieved by an army at no period exceeding 15,000 men, and

against forces from three to five times more numerous than

those actually engaged on our side in every action since the

fall of Yera Cruz. Referring to these extraordinary suc-

cesses. General Dix, when presenting some army petitions

in the Senate, spoke as follows :

"I will not detain the Senate by entering into any detailed

review of these events with a view to enforce the appeal con-

tained in the petition on the attention. I hope, however, I

may be indulged in saying, in justice to those who bore a part

in them, that the first conquest of Mexico cannot, as it appears

to me, be compared with the second, either as to the obstacles

overcome or as to the relative strength of the invaders. The

triumphs of Cortez were achieved by policy, and by superior-

ity in discipline and in the implements of warfare. The use

of firearms, until then unknown to the inhabitants of Mexico,

was sufiicient in itself to make his force, small as it was, irre-

sistible. In the eyes of that simple and superstitious people

he seemed armed with superhuman power. Other circum-

stances combined to facilitate his success. The native tribes,

by whom the country was possessed, were distinct communi-

ties, not always acknowledging the same head, and often

divided among themselves by implacable hostility and resent-

ments. Cortez, by his consummate prudence and art, turned

these dissensions to his own account; he lured the parties to

them into his own service, and when he presented himself at

the gates of the city of Mexico he was at the head of four

thousand of the most warlike of the natives, as auxiliaries to

the band of Spaniards with which he commenced his march
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from Yera Cruz. Thus his earlj successes were as mucli the

triumph of policy as of arms. General Scott and the gallant

band he led had no such advantages. The whole population

of the country, from Yera Cruz to Mexico, was united as one

man against him, and animated bj the fiercest animosity.

He was opposed by military forces armed like his own, often

better discipKned, occupying positions chosen by themselves,

strong by nature, and fortified according to the strictest i-ules

of art. These obstacles were overcome by his skill as a tac-

tician, aided by a corps of officers unsurpassed for their knowl-

edge of the art of attack and defence, and by the indomitable

couraare of their followers. With half his force left on the

battle-field or in the hospital, and with less than six thousand

men, after a series of desperate contests, he took possession of

the city of Mexico, containing nearly two hundred thousand

inhabitants, and defended by the remnant of an army of more

than thirty thousand soldiers. I confess I know nothing in

modern warfare which exceeds in brilliancy the movements

of the American army from the Gulf to the city of Mexico,

I shall not attempt to speak of them in the language of eulo-

gium. They are not a fit theme for such comment. Like

the achievements of General Taylor and his brave men on

the Kio Grande, at Monterey, and Buena Yista, the highest

and most appropriate praise is contained in the simplest state-

ment of facts."

General Dix addressed the Senate, January 26, 184S, in

support of a bill to raise an additional mihtary force with a

view to retain possession of the territory of Mexico until she

should consent to make peace on terms satisfactory to the

United States. Mr. Calhoun opposed this measure, having
ofiered resolutions to the effect that '' to conquer Mexico, and

to hold it, either as a province or incorporated into the Union,
would be inconsistent with the avowed object for which war

has been prosecuted ;
a departure from the settled policy of

the government ;
in conflict with its character and genius ;
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and in the end subversive of our free and popnlar institu-

tions." The public mind was divided between two proposi-

tions : the first was, to withdraw our forces from the Mexican

territory, and leave the Subject of indemnity for injuries and

the adjustment of a boundary between the two republics to

future negotiation, relying on a magnanimous course of con-

duct on our part to produce a corresponding feeling on the

part of Mexico
;
and the second was, to retain possession of

the territory which had been already acquired until Mexico

should consent to make a treaty of peace providing ample

compensation for the wrongs of which the American people
had complained, and settling to their satisfaction the bound-

ary in dispute. The latter course was advocated by General

Dix. Desiring above all things a restoration of permanently
amicable relations between the two countries, and the re-

moval of the causes of dissensions, he was firmly of the opin-

ion that the withdrawal of our forces, instead of bringing

about a speedy and lasting peace, w^ould have the opposite

effect; that it would open a field of domestic dissension,

and possibly of external interference in the affairs of that

distracted country, to be followed, in all probability, by a re-

newal of active hostilities with us, and under circumstances

in which the advantages already gained would have been

lost, and the whole subject would be embarrassed with fresh

dangers and evils.

This speech is especially interesting, inasmuch as he took

up and considered the alleged right of European powers to

intervention in the affairs of this continent. That right had

been formally asserted in the French Chamber of Deputies, in

the year 1845, by M. Guizot, Minister of Foreign Affairs, as

the organ of the Government of France. lie then declared

that it belonged to France " to protect, by the authority of

her name, the independence of states, and the equilibrium of

the great political forces in America." That notion of trying

to carry out the European system of the balance of power on

another continent has long since been exploded ;
no foreign
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government would for an instant entertain it. An able argu-

ment, and a manly protest against it, will be found in the ad-

dress to which I now refer. General Dix's words were the

true expression of the American spirit, which would not brook

the interference of the European powers in the affaii-s of this

side of the world. The position taken by him is now, and has

long been, conceded by those powers, although at that day
there was no hesitation in asserting their arrogant claim. In

the course of his remarks he said :

" Mr, President, any attempt by a European power to in-

terpose in the aSairs of Mexico, either to establish a monarchy
or to maintain, in the language of M. Guizot,

' the equilibrium
of the great political forces in America,' would be the signal

for a war far more important in its consequences and inscru-

table in its issues than this. We could not submit to such

interposition if we would. The public opinion of the coun-

try would compel us to resist it. "We are committed by the

most formal declarations, first made by President Monroe in

1823, and repeated by the present Chief Magistrate of the

Union. We have protested in the most solemn manner

against any farther colonization by European powers on this

continent. We have protested against any interference in

the political concerns of the independent States in this hemi-

sphere. A protest, it is true, does not imply that the ground
it assumes is to be maintained at all hazards, and, if necessary,

by force of arms. Great Britain protested against the inter-

ference of France in the affairs of Spain in 1823; she has

more recently protested against the absorption of Cracow by
Austria, as a violation of the political order of Europe, settled

at Yienna by the Allied Sovereigns ;
and against the Montpen-

sier man-iage, as a violation of the treaty of Utrecht
;
but I

do not remember that in either case she did anything more
than to proclaim to the world her dissent from the acts

against which she entered her protest. It has always seemed
to me to be unwise in a government to put forth manifestoes
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without being prepared to maintain tliem by acts, or to make
declarations of abstract principle until the occasion has ar-

rived for enforcing them. The declarations of a President

having no power to make war without a vote of Congress, or

even to employ the military force of a country, except to de-

fend our own territory, is very diiferent from the protest of

a sovereign holding the issues of peace and war in his own
hands. But the former may not be less effectual when they
are sustained, as I believe those of Presidents Monroe and

Polk are, in respect to European interference on the Ameri-

can continent, by an undivided public opinion, even though

they may not have received a formal response from Congress.

I hold, therefore, if any such interposition as that to which I

have referred should take place, resistance on our part would

inevitably follow, and we should become involved in contro-

versies of which no man could foresee the end."

I quote a striking passage against the aggressive policy of

Great Britain :

" In the references I have made to France and Great Brit-

ain, I have been actuated by no feeling of unkindness or hos-

tility to either. Raj)id and wide-spread as has been the prog-

ress of the latter, we have never sought to interfere with it.

She holds one-third of the North American continent. She

has established her dominion in the Bermudas, the West In-

dies, and in Guiana, on the South American continent. She

holds Balize, on the Bay of Yucatan, in North America, with

a district of about fourteen thousand square miles, if we may
trust her own geographical delineations. We see her in the

occupation of territories in every quarter of the globe, vastly,

inordinately extended, and still ever extending herself. It is

not easy to keep pace with her encroachments. A few years

ago the Indus was the western boundary of her Indian em-

pire. She has passed it. She has overrun Afghanistan and

Beloochistan, though, I believe, she has temporarily with-

drawn from the former. She stands at the gates of Persia.
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Slie has discussed the policy of passing Persia and making
the Tigris her westem boundary in Asia. One stride more

•would place her upon the shores of the Mediterranean, and

her armies would no longer find their way to India by the

circumnavigation of Africa. Indeed, she has now, for all

goremment purposes of communication, except the transpor-

tation of troops and munitions of war, a direct intercourse

with the East. Her steamers of the largest class rim from

England to Alexandria; from Alexandria there is a water-

communication with Cairo—some sixty miles
;
from Cairo it

is but eight hours overland to Suez, at the head of the Red

Sea
;
from Suez her steamers of the largest class run to Aden,

a military station of hers at the mouth of the Red Sea
;
from

Aden to Ceylon, and from Ceylon to China. She is not

merely conquering her way back from Hindostan. She has

raised her standard beyond it. She has entered the confines

of the Celestial Empire. She has gained a permanent foot-

hold within it
;
and who that knows her can believe that pre-

texts wiU long be wanting to extend her dominion there?

Though it is for commerce mainly that she is thus adding
to the number and extent of her dependencies, it is not for

commerce alone. The love of power and extended empire
is one of the efficient principles of her gigantic efforts and

movements. Xo island, however remote, no rock, however

barren, on which the Cross of St. George has once been un-

furled, is ever willingly relinquished, no matter how expen-
sive or inconvenient it may be to maintain it. She may be

said literally to encircle the globe by an unbroken chain of

dependencies. Xor is it by peaceful means that she is thus

. extending herself. She propagates commerce, as Mohamme-
danism propagated religion, by fire and sword. If she nego-

tiates, it is with fleets and armies at the side of her ambassa-

dors, in order, to use the language of her diplomacy,
' to give

force to their representations.' She is essentially and emi-

nently a military power, unequalled on the sea and unsur-

passed on the land. Happily, the civiHzation which distin-
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guishes her at home goes with her, and obliterates some of

the bloody traces of her march to unlimited empire."

l^or is the following a less striking picture by way of con-

trast to the passages just quoted :

" One j)osition we have assumed, and I trust it will be

maintained with inflexible firmness—that nations beyond this

continent cannot be permitted to interfere with our progress,

so long as there is on our part no violation of their rights. I

would resist at the outset, as matter of the gravest offence, all

indications of such interference. If the abstract right could

be asserted on grounds of international law, there has been

nothing in the nature of our extension, or the means by
which it has been accomplished, to warrant its application to

us. From the formation of our government, for nearly three-

quarters of a century, military power—brute force—has had

no agency in the conquests we have achieved. We have

overrun no provinces or countries abounding in wealth. Our

capital has w^itnessed no triumphal entries of returning arm-

ies, bearing with them the spoils and troj^hies of conquest.

Our ships have not been seen returning from subjugated dis-

tricts, freighted with the tributes of an extended commerce.

In the extension of our commercial intercourse we have not,

like our Anglo-Saxon mother, been seen hewing down with

the sword, with unrelenting and remorseless determination,

every obstacle which opposed itself to her progress. Our
career thus far has been stained by no such companionship
with evil. Our conquests have been the peaceful achieve-

ments of enterprise and industry
—the one leading the way

into the wilderness, the other following and completing the

acquisition by the formal symbols of occupancy and posses-

sion. They have looked to no objects beyond the conversion

of uninhabited wilds into abodes of civilization and freedom.

Their only arms were the axe and the ploughshare. The ac-

cumulations of weaUh tliey have brought were all extracted

from the bosom of the earth by the unoffending hand of
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labor. If, in the progress of our people Westward, they sliall

occupy territories not our own, but to become ours by amica-

ble arrangements with the governments to which they belong,

which of the nations of the earth shall venture to stand fortli

in the face of the civiKzed world and call on ns to pause in

this great work of human improvement ? It is as much the

interest of Europe as it is ours that we should be permitted
to follow undisturbed the path which, in the allotment of

national fortunes, we seem appointed to tread. Our country
has long been a refuge for those who desire a larger liberty

than they enjoy under their o\vti rulers. It is an outlet for

the poHtical disaffection of the Old World— for social ele-

ments which might there have become sources of agitation,

but wliich are here silently and tranquilly incorporated into

our system, ceasing to be principles of disturbance as they at-

tain the greater freedom, which was the object of their sepa-

ration from less congenial combinations in other quarters of

the globe. Xay, more : it is into the vast reservoir of the

Western wilderness, teeming with fruitfulness and fertility,

that Europe is constantly pouring, under our protection, her

human surpluses, unable to draw from her own bosom the ele-

ments of their support and reproduction. She is literally go-

ing along with us in our march to prosperity and power, to

share with us its triumphs and its fruits. Haj^pily, this conti-

nent is not a legitimate theatre for the political arrangements
of the sovereigns of the eastern hemisphere. Their armies

may range, undisturbed by us, over the plains of Europe, Asia,

and Africa, dethroning monarchs, partitioning kingdoms, and

subverting republics, as interest or caprice may dictate. But

political justice demands that in one quarter of the globe self-

government, freedom, the arts of peace, shall be pemiitted to

work out, unmolested, the great purposes of human civili-

zation."

It is a curious fact, and one which shows what good ground
there was to fear European intervention, if the relations be-
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tween tlie United States and Mexico had been left at loose

ends, tliat on the very day after this speech was delivered

General Dix received from a friend in ISTew York, who could

have no knowledge of his intention to speak, much less of the

topics he designed to discuss, a translation from a speech de-

livered to the Cortes of Spain, December 1, 1847, by Senor

Olozaga. It appeared from that speech that, but a short time

previous to M. Guizot's declaration above referred to, large

sums were expended in Spain for the purpose of establishing

a monarchy in Mexico, and placing a Spanish prince upon
the throne.'^"

Soon after the delivery of this speech the treaty of peace
was made, by which Mexico ceded to the United States the

line of the Rio Grande as a boundary, and the territory of

]S"ew Mexico and California, in consideration of which the

United States agreed to pay her the sum of $15,000,000, and

to assume her debts to American citizens to an extent not to

exceed 83,500,000.

The termination of the war with Mexico, and the results at-

tained by that contest, prepared the way for an acrimonious

renewal of the strife between the Northern and Southern sec-

tions. The question was as to the equal rights of our citizens

in the occupation of the territory acquired. On the one hand,

it was contended that the United States Government ought
not to permit the establishment of slavery in any region al-

ready free
;
on the other, it was urged that no discrimination

should be made between settlers, and that the Southerner had

as clear a right to carry his property with him, including his

servants, as the Northerner had to take his tools and invested

funds. The question came up in the Senate, as a matter of

course
;

it was debated with great earnestness and no little

feeling. General Dix's speech, June 26, 1848, on the estab-

lishment of a Territorial government in Oregon, deals princi-

* See foot-note on p. 214, vol. i.,
"
Specclics and Addresses." Sec also

Appendix, No. III., for a Project of a Treaty, by Albert Gallatin.
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pally with tliat subject. The bill for establishing such a gov-

emment expressly excluded slavery, by declaring all laws then

existing in the Territory to be valid and operative ;
and one

of those laws prohibited slavery and involuntary servitude

otherwise than for the punishment of crimes whereof the

party should be duly convicted. Mr. Jefferson Davis, of Mis-

sissippi, was among the Senators on the Southern side of the

House who opposed the scheme. The bill passed, however, on

the 12th of August ensuing, with the restrictions and prohibi-

tions of slavery contained in the memorable ordinance of 1787.

Again the question came before tlie Senate, when a biQ was

introduced embracing the whole subject of organizing govern-

ments for the Territories acquired from Mexico, the material

point of disagreement being the question of permitting slav-

ery to be established in those Territories. The Southern Sena-

tors insisted that citizens of the United States had the right,

under the Constitution, to carry into those Territories what-

ever was recognized as property in the States from which

they emigrated. The free States denied this doctrine, and in-

sisted that, slavery having been abolished in Mexico, it could

only be restored by positive enactment. But, to remove all

doubt upon this point, it was contended that the acts organiz-

ing governments in those Territories should contain an abso-

lute prohibition of slavery, in order to save the government
from the reproach of re-establishing it where it had long been

abolished by the fundamental law. General Dix, in address-

ing the Senate on this subject, took occasion to defend the

State of Xew York from aspersions cast on her by Senator

Butler, of South Carolina. In this speech, and in one deliv-

ered just a month before, may be found a full historical vin-

dication of the course of the men who were equally opposed
to external interference with slavery in the States in which it

existed, and to its extension to territory where it did not exist.

If a calm, critical, and dispassionate examination of the public
records of the nation from the beginning, the statements of

its founders, and the acts of its representative bodies can
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prove anytliing, it shows this, that General Dix and those

who acted with him truly represented the thought of our

earliest statesmen on that subject, and vindicates them from

the reproaches of extremists in both sections of the country.

Throughout that exciting period, in which the skies grew
stormier every day, their position, as stated by themselves,

was as follows :

"
1. All external interference with slavery in the States is

a violation of the compromises of the Constitution, and dan-

gerous to the harmony and perpetuity of the Federal Union.
"

2. If territory is acquired by the United States, it should,

in respect to slavery, be received as it is found. If slavery

exists therein at the time of the acquisition, it should not be

the subject of legislation by Congress. On the other hand, if

slavery does not exist therein at the time of the acquisition,

its introduction ought to be prohibited while the Territory

continues to be governed as such.
"

3. All legislation by Congress, in respect to slavery in the

territory belonging to the United States, ceases to be opera-

tive when the inhabitants are permitted to form a State gov-

ernment
;
and the admission of a State into the Union carries

with it, by force of the sovereignty such admission confers,

the right to dispose of the whole question of slavery at its

discretion, without external interference."

It was the determination of those men to resist interfer-

ence with slavery in the States, as unauthorized and disor-

ganizing, and at the same time to withhold assent to its ex-

tension under any pretext, and to oppose such extension in

every constitutional mode, as of evil tendency in government,

wrong in itself, and repugnant to humanity and civilization.

They appear to have demonstrated that in tliis position they

were in accord with the fathers of the Eepublic. Tlie appeal

to the representatives of the Southern people, with which

the speech from which I have just quoted closes, will be read

with profound interest, considering the contempt with which

the solemn remonstrance was met :
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" I do entreat our Southern friends earnestly, solemnly, not

to press this measure upon us : I mean that of insisting on the

right to carry slaves into !N^ew Mexico and California. I say

to you in sincerity, and with the deepest conviction of the

truth of what I say, that the ]S^oithern feeling can go no far-

ther in this direction. I appeal to you, through the memory
of the past, to do us the justice we have rendered you. Tou
asked for Florida. You said it shut you out from the Gulf

of Mexico. It was an inlet for political intrigue and so-

cial disorganization. It was necessary for your safety. We
united with you to obtain it. Our blood, our treasure was

freely shared with you in making the acquisition. TV^e gave
it up to you without reserve. You asked for Texas. It was

said to be in danger of falling under the control of your com-

mercial rivals. It was necessary for your safety. You said

it would become a theatre for the intrigues of abolitionism.

Your slave population might be endangered without it. We
united with you again, and gave you back, by legislation and

arms, what you had lost a quarter of a century before by dip-

lomacy. We have now acquired free territory. We ask only
that it may remain free. Do not ask us to unite with you in

extending slavery to it. We abstain from all interference

with slavery where it exists. We cannot sanction its exten-

sion, directly or indirectly, where it does not exist. And if the

authority of the United States is exerted for this purpose
—if

slavery is carried into and established, as it will be by this

bill, in the territory we have acquired
—I am constrained to

say
—I say it in sorrow—the bond of confidence which unites

the two sections of the Union will be rent asunder, and years
of alienation and unkindness may intervene before it can be

restored, if ever, in its wonted tenacity and strength. Xot
that I have any present fears for the integrity of the Union.

I have not. It is capable of sustaining far ruder shocks than

any possible settlement of this question can give. But what
I fear is that the current of reciprocal kindness and confidence

which runs through every portion of the community, pervad-
L—15
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ing, refresliing, invigorating all, may be turned out of its

course and forced into channels to which the common feeling

is alien, and in which it may be converted into a fountain of

bitterness and strife. I conjure you, then, to avoid all this.

Ask us not to do what every principle we have been taught,

and taught by your fathers, to venerate, condemns as unnatu-

ral and unjust."

Amid these painful discussions it is refreshing to turn to

an address of a different character. I allude to the speech,

made March 21, 1848, on a proposition to abolish the mission

to the Papal States. This measure was opposed by the Sena-

tor from Ilew York. His remarks were listened to with at-

tention and interest, including as they did an account of the

order and state of the Court of the Vatican, a summary of the

history of the temporal power, and such a pleasant descrip-

tion of the Eternal City, its Campagna, and ancient port, as

an accomplished classical scholar would be expected to give.

Pope Pius IX. had but recently begun his reign ;
he was ad-

mired and honored as a prince of liberal views and progres-

sive tendencies
;

it was in a spirit of great cordiality toward

him, and of veneration for that branch of the Church of

which he was the admired head, that this plea for a suitable

representative near him was made; and the desired object

was accomplished.

I omit particular mention of other speeches made about

this time, such as that on the California claims, March 29,

1848
;
on the Yucatan bill, May 17, in the same year ;

and

on trade with Canada, delivered several months later. It is

time to proceed to the subject of the Free-soil movement in

1848.

Silas "Wright was inaugurated Governor of the State of

New York January 1, 1845. The reluctance with which he

accepted that office was justified by the events which follow-

ed. His administration was embarrassed by a series of un-

toward occurrences, in consequence of which, notwithstanding
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his abilities and honesty of purpose, he lost popTilarity. The

anti-rent disturbances lost him the support of a part of the

rural population, in consequence of the firmness with which

he repressed the proceedings of the agrarians of that day, and

maintained the cause of law and order in disaffected regions.

His disapproval of the Canal Bill, though in accord with his

well-kno\ni and unalterable convictions, alienated those who
were in favor of large expenditure for internal improvements.
More serious than either of these was the harm done by the

quiet yet persistent opposition of the " Hunkers." Xor can

it be doubted that the influence of the Government at "Wash-

ington was thrown against him in that critical hour. Gov-

ernor 3Iarcy was Secretary of War
;
Samuel Xelson had just

been appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United

States; Governor Bouck held one of the most influential

offices in the city of New York—all these were members of

that section of the party with which Governor Wright was

not in sympathy. It was evident that he would be unable to

maintain himself against an opposition of which the elements

were so numerous, so varied, and so dangerous ; and, accord-

ingly, it occasioned little surprise among intelligent observers

of public affaire when, in the autumn of 1S46, he was defeated

by a majority of nearly 12,000 votes.

Nothing can be imagined more admirable than the conduct

of that great man under these trying circumstances. He re-

turned at once to his beloved farm at Canton, and resumed,
with apparent delight, the occupations of a rustic life. Visit-

ors to that place have related how they found him at work in

his fields, in the midst of his farm-hands, setting an example
of industry and zeal which kept all about him up to their

duty. His house was the shrine of many a pilgrimage ; and,

as profound regret at the loss of such a man from the helm

of affairs and the councils of the State took the place of a less

honorable sentiment, his popularity began to return. Already,
as the time for the nomination of a President drew near, men
were looking to him, as an illustrious representative of the
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principles and hereditary faith of the Democratic Republican

party, in whose hands the country would be safe, no matter

from what quarter the tempest might come.

But it is not always possible for sinners to bring forth fruits

meet for repentance, however earnestly disposed to do so, nor

can the wrong and injustice done to noble citizens be always

repaired. A higher power rules the affairs of states, and

often cuts short the designs which men would fain carry into

effect. The State Agricultural Fair was to be held at Saratoga

Springs in the month of September, 18^7
;
Mr. "Wright had

consented to deliver the customary address on that occasion.

The work of preparation was completed on the evening of

the 26th of August. At ten o'clock on the following morn-

ing he fell dead of disease of the heart. The news produced
a profound impression. It was officially announced to the

Legislature of the State
;
it was brought to the notice of the

United States Senate. The city of Albany appointed the day
for the funeral, and, with the honors appropriate to great men,
what remained on earth of that venerable and patriotic citi-

zen was consigned to its last resting-place.

The address wliicli he had just completed was read at the

opening of the Fair by General Dix, his faithful and devoted

friend. Another duty in connection with that melancholy
event devolved upon my father. Previous to Mr. "Wright's

death the merchants of the city of Kew York had ordered

a magnificent service of plate to be presented to him in rec-

ognition of his eminent worth, and of the benefits resulting to

the public from his ofiticial conduct and private and personal

example. The workmen had not yet completed it when he

died. It was thereupon determined to present it to his wid-

ow, which was done on the 18th of November. On that occa-

sion Mr. John D. Yan Buren made an address
;
and General

Dix, on the part of Mrs. "Wright, received in her name and

acknowledged the splendid gift.

Thus ended, for this world at least, a friendship of many

years. On me, as a youth, it made a deep impression. I well
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remember the man in whom my father's faith was so strong,

and to whom he was so warmly attached. Ever a welcome

guest at our house, Mr. "Wright was, when at a distance, in

constant correspondence with us. I could appreciate the

truth and sincerity of that friendship ;
I was too young to

comprehend how great was the blow to my father and the

men who stood with him when the standard-bearer of their

cause and exponent of their deepest convictions was thus

suddenly taken from them.

For now a critical movement was at hand, wherein no one

knew what might occur. The next Presidential election was

to be held in the autumn of 1848. The aggressive temper of

the Southern statesmen, and their determination to extend if

possible the area of slavery, had produced a deep uneasiness

in many quarters, and in some directions a feeling of resent-

ment and indignation. Evidently something formidable was

in the air.

The trouble which resulted in the open rupture in the

Democratic party in 1848 had been brewing for a long time.

It seems probable that the administration helped to push mat-

ters to a crisis by its treatment of the Barnburners and its thin-

ly disguised sympathy with their opponents. Yery early in

President Polk's administration it became evident how mat-

ters were likely to go. I have before me a letter addressed

to General Dix, March 14, 1845, only ten days after the in-

auguration. Speaking of the New York appointments, and

referring particularly to a person for whom the writer would

have secured the favor and influence of the Senator, he adds :

" "When I first heard of this, a month since, I thought there

was much certainty of Mr. 's success. I did not antici-

pate at that time that the present administration at "Washing-
ton was to be a mere elongation of the trading, time-serving,

mongrel Tyler concern. I thought that President Polk would

be desirous of having his administration stand out in alto-ri-

lievo, separate from the past, and only provident of the good
of the future. Eecent appearances, however, give me other
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forebodings. To my vision it is hardly in hasso-rilievo. If

the present and the future are to be a reproduction of the

past, I do not desire that you should incur the humiliation

for yourself or for me of asking anything for any friend of

mine."

The use of the term "humiliation" in the preceding letter

was apt, and amply justified by facts. General Dix, as repre-

sentative of the State of Kew York in the Senate, and expo-
nent of the old Democratic traditions, had a right to be heard

on the subject of the appointments. But, though there was

an apj)arent desire to oblige him and to defer to his wishes,

yet it seems clear that he was wilfully and constantly de-

ceived. Assurances were held out to him that Mr. Jonathan

I. Coddington should be appointed Collector of the Port, that

Mr. riagg should go into the Treasury, and that Mr. Benton's

plan of annexation should be adopted. Kot one of these prom-
ises was fulfilled, nor is it likely that there was any intention

of fulfilling them. The course pursued toward him was re-

garded as one of duplicity. My father, honest himself, relied

on the honesty of other men, and on this occasion, as on oth-

ers in the course of his life, allowed himself to be deceived.

But his disgust and indignation were great when he discov-

ered that he had been cheated. Among his letters are two

addressed to President Polk, which express, in dignified

terms, his sense of the arts practised at Washington, and

imj)ly that the government had broken faith with him and

cajoled him by what looked like deliberate falsehoods. The

sense of these wrongs burnt in the breasts of many of the

old-line Democrats. Mr. Flagg, referring to the new cabinet,

writes, March 5, in a somewhat desponding tone :

" The President will have a hard time in restoring the Sub-

treasury with agents who were opposed to it in 1837 and

probably now. But we have learned to bear grief by being

schooled in adversity ;
if the President gives us sound princi-

ples, we can get along."

But that was the question : whether the government would
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be administered on sound principles. There is no doubt what

the men of the school of Flagg, Wright, and Dix understood

by those words. There is a paper, without date, but evidently

written about this time
;
I transcribe it just as I find it, since

it seems to be a summary of my father's political credo. It

is endorsed by him "Democeatic Points," and it runs as

follows :

"
1. A strict construction of the Constitution of the United

States
;

"
2. Unyielding opposition, in every constitutional mode, to

all encroachment on the reserved rights of the States
;

"
3. The receipt and disbursement of the revenue in gold

and silver, and the custody of the public money without the

agency of banks
;

"4. The full and complete payment of the public debt at

the earliest practicable day ;

"
5. Eetrenchment in the public expenditure, and a rigid

economy of our resources
;

"6. A curtailment of the patronage of the Federal Gov-

ernment
;

"
7. A tariff for revenue, to defray the necessary expenses

of the government ;

"
8. Appropriations of money from the public treasury for

the improvement of rivers and harbors, to be confined to such

as are general in their character
;
and no more than one new

work to be provided for in the same bill
;

"
9. A graduation and reduction in the price of the public

lands
;

"10. Xo interference by Congress with slavery where it

exists
;
and

" 11. Absolute prohibition of slavery in the Territories of

the United States where it does not exist."

This was their creed in those days ;
and this, according to

their idea, was the old faith of the party to which they were

devoted, and of which they were the consistent represent-
atives.
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Year by year matters grew worse, till the time came to

nominate for the elections of 1848. That year is one of the

most perplexing in American political history. A review of

the steps successively taken with reference to the questions

then agitating the country throws light on the position of

General Dix in the Free-soil movement, and shows to what

extent he approved of it, and at what point he lost confidence

in it
;
for it is evident, from his correspondence, that he re-

garded it, in the form which it ultimately assumed, as a grave
if not a fatal blunder, and would have withdrawn from it if

he could have done so. The course of events may be traced

by observing the conventions held about that time. These

I shall note in order :

{a) The State Democratic Convention was held at Syra-

cuse, September 29, 1847. Its session was stormy, lasting till

October 3. Both sections of the party were represented. A
split took place before the adjournment, owing to the refusal

of the majority to adopt resolutions sustaining the Wilmot

Proviso. The Hunkers retained the control
;
while the Barn-

burners announced their dissatisfaction with the proceedings,

and their refusal to accept them as a true index of Demo-
cratic sentiment.

(h) The Barnburners, thus outnumbered at Syracuse, met

soon after at Herkimer, and then adjourned, after making

arrangements to hold a convention of their own in the month

of February following.

(c) A convention was held at Albany, January 26, 1848.

It was composed exclusively of the Hunker wing. It ap-

pointed a full delegation to represent the Democracy of the

State of New York in the National Convention, which was to

meet in May.

{d) The Barnburners next held a convention at Utica, Feb-

ruary IG. They also appointed a full delegation to Baltimore,

and claimed, as the Hunkers had done, to be the real Democ-

racy of the State.

(e) The National Democratic Convention met at Baltimore,
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May 24. Both of the ^Xew York delegations presented them-

selves, offered their credentials, and demanded seats. It was

resolved to admit both, but on condition that the vote of the

State should be divided between them. To this the Bam-
bm'ners would not consent; they were farther irritated by
the refusal of the convention to pledge the Democratic party
and its candidates to resist the extension of slavery. They
withdrew

;
and the convention, having nominated Lewis

Cass of Michigan, and William O. Butler of Kentucky, ad-

journed.

The action of the National Democratic Convention was the

sigQal for a violent agitation in the State of Xew York. On
the reception of the news the Barnburners called meetings at

Albany and Xew York, to express the feelings of the " Radi-

cal Democracy." At these meetings the proceedings at Balti-

more were denounced; support to the nominations was re-

fused, on the ground that the party had not been fully repre-

sented, and that the nominations were, in consequence, irregu-

lar
;
and it was declared that regular Democratic nominations

had yet to be made. Under these circumstances another con-

vention was called.

{f) It met at Utica on the 22d of June. It was composed

exclusively of Democrats who were dissatisfied with the action

of the Xational Convention, and hostile to its candidates. The

question first to be settled was, what should be done
;
on that

men differed greatly ;
some advising, or rather insisting, that

new nominations should be made
; others, more moderate in

their views, considering that it would be unwise and inexpe-
dient to proceed to a measure so extreme. This was the view

of General Dix, and for it he was roundly abused by his ex-

cited friends
;

it was also the view of Mr. Yan Buren, the

most sagacious of Democratic leaders. But men of moderate

counsels were overborne in the excitement of the hour, as may
be seen in the following letter from Mr. Yan Buren, from

which it appears that his judgment was against the proposed

action, and that he had been compelled to yield :



234 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS DIX.

"
Stuyvesant, June 20, 1848.

" My dear Sir,
—In a private letter written by me to our friend Colonel

Benton I intimated a concurrence with him and yourself in an opinion
adverse to a national nomination at Utica, at the same time informing
him that it was by no means certain that an opposite course would not

be pursued. The exhibition of a desire to nominate has since appeared
so universal with the Radical Democracy of the State, and the reasons

assigned in favor of it so strong, as to satisfy me that I ought not to ad-

vise against it, and it is quite certain that a nomination will be made.

Application has been made to me for permission to use my name, which

I have declined to give, on the ground that I have long since retired

from public life, with the tacit approbation of my friends, and I am re-

solved never again to be a candidate for public office. Finding a strong

desire to nominate you, and a very great degree of sensibility upon the

subject, it has occurred to me as possible, though not probable, that my
letter to the Colonel, which he was authorized to show to you, might in

some degree influence your opinion. I therefore write you this letter,

which will, I understand, come to you in person, to communicate by tele-

graph with the Convention, if there should happen to be any ground
for my apprehension.

" There is an unusual degree of animation in the Party, and I have

no doubt that the Radical Democracy of this State will rally in favor

of the Utica proceedings with great unanimity and power. With kind

regards to Mrs. Dix,
"
Veiy respectfully and truly yours, M. Van Buren.

" Genl. Jno. A. Dix."

The views of General Dix on the subject of separate nomi-

nations were w^ell understood; he took no pains to conceal

them
;
he disapproved of what his political friends were bent

on doing ;
he declined to be tlie opposition candidate for the

Presidency. But the convention represented a movement

which could not be stopped at that hour
;
and the result was

that they nominated Martin Van Buren, and Henry Dodge,
of Wisconsin, as the candidates of " the Eadical Democracy."

Having accomplished this, the convention adjourned ;
but

Mr, Dodge declined the nomination, and thus their work was

left incomplete, and their design partially frustrated, as they

remained without any candidate for the Yice -
Presidency

whom they would regard as having been regularly nominated.
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This nnfortunate and unexpected position must be borne in

mind in connection "v^th what followed.

Thus far the quarrel in the Democratic party was strictly

a family dispute ;
no outsiders had as yet been drawn in, and

therefore the alienation was not altogether hopeless.

A meeting was held at Xew York, July 18, to ratify the

nominations of the Radical Democracy. General Dix was

not present ;
he wrote a letter, however, giving his adhesion

to the movement at the stage which it had then reached. It

will be observed that he mentions Mr. Yan Buren only, 3Ir.

Dodge's name having been withdrawn :

«'
Washington, July 17, 1S48.

*'

Gextlemex,—I received some days ago your favor of the 7th iustant

inviting me to attend and address a meeting of the Democracy of the

city of New Tork in the Park, on the 18th instant, 'for the purpose of

ratifying the nomination of Martin Yan Buren for the Presidency, and

of contributing to the extension of free soil and the perpetuation of free

labor.'

" I have deferred answering your favor to the latest practicable mo-

ment from a desire to accept the invitation, if in my power, without neg-

lecting my public duties. But I find it impossible. Important subjects

of legislation press on both Houses of Congress ;
and I may at any mo-

ment he required to vote on some one of them.
" In respect to the great question on which so deep an interest is felt

by yourselves and those you represent, I have so recently expressed my
opinion in the most public manner that any farther annunciation of it

would be superfluous. It accords entirely with your own ;
and mucli as

I desire to see this distracting question settled, I cannot advocate or

acquiesce in any adjustment by which slavery will be planted where it

does not now exist.

" So long as there was a possibility of maintaining the integrity of the

Democratic party in Xew Tork, without submitting to a sacrifice of prin-

ciple, my efibrts were directed, in every proper way, to the restoration of

harmony. Events too clearly indicate the hopelessness of its reunion.

Under such circumstances I cannot hesitate an instant as to the course

of propriety and duty. From the Radical Democracy of New Tork I

cannot separate ;
their principles and measures are those for the main-

tenance of which I have contended, side by side, with them in the politi-

cal field from the moment I entered it. To introduce and preserve a
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rigid economy in the public expenditure ;
to curtail the patronage of

the Federal Government, or, in other words, to diffuse political power
and not to centralize it

;
to liberate industry under all its forms from

useless and oppressive restraints
;
to narrow the sphere of monopoly and

exclusive privilege ;
to uphold the rights of free labor; to maintain with

fidelity and good faith all the compromises of the Constitution, by ab-

staining from every species of interference with the domestic concerns

and relations of the people of the States, and at the same time to resist

the extension of slavery to those portions of the territory of the United

States in which it does not exist, and especially where it is prohibited—
these are the great issues presented by the position you have taken. I

shall contribute my humble efforts to maintain it, satisfied as I am that

the public honor and prosperity are alike involved in your success.
"
I have never considered the Democracy of New York bound by the

nominations at Baltimore. No portion of the Democracy of the Union

can be committed to the support of proceedings in which it has had no

part, or to a participation in which it has been admitted in such a manner

as to deprive it of all influence upon the result. I have, therefore, deemed
it a matter of entire discretion with the Radical Democracy of New York
how far they should acquiesce in the proceedings referred to. They
have deemed it due to their own rights to make a separate nomination,
and thus to sustain their delegates in the firm, manly, and dignified

course by whicli they disconnected themselves from the Baltimore Con-

vention. That nomination I shall support, as the one best in accordance

with the principles and issues I have alluded to, and the only one by
which they can be fully vindicated.

" Of the talents, firmness, moderation, private worth, and public ser-

vices of Mr. Van Buren, and his great experience in the affairs of govern-

ment, no one can entertain a higher opinion than myself; and I shall

give him my support, cheerfully and cordially, as the standard-bearer of

the New York Democracy in a great contest for principle, and as a states-

man who has graced every official position he has occupied in the ser-

vice of his country, and none more than the highest.
"
I am, very respectfully, your fellow-citizen,

" John A. Dix.

"Messrs. John Cochran,
Eugene Casserlt,
Clement Guion,
James Pattison, \ Committee."
Isaac V. Fowlek,
Andrew Carrigain,
Gabbiel Habbison,
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I have already observed that tlie trouble in the Democratic

camp amounted, tbns far, to no more than a very angry do-

mestic quarrel. In going with his old associates General Dix

had done nothing inconsistent either with his political convic-

tions or witli his position as a life-long Democrat. But the

time was at hand when "strangers and ahens'' were to be-

come involved in the dispute, making matters a hundred-fold

worse.

{g) The next convention to be noted was that which met

at Philadelphia, June 7. This was the National Convention

of the "Whig party. The question of slavery came up, as it

had done in the National Democratic Convention, and again

it led to a rupture, through the refusal of the majority to

adopt resolutions against the extension of the peculiar insti-

tution of the South. General Taylor,
'' the liero of Buena

Yista," was nominated for President, and Millard Fillmore

of New York for Yice-President
;
but the nominations were

disapproved by a portion of the party, and a secession took

place.

{h) A convention next assembled at Buffalo. It was called

by the seceders from the TThig National Convention, who
were unwilling to support the Philadelphia candidates. Pre-

viously to this time the moderate Abolitionists, then styl-

ing themselves the "Liberty Party," had made their nomi-

nations
;
and it seems that at this juncture a scheme was

set afoot to fuse, if possible, the Liberty Party, the Whig
seceders, and the Democratic "

Barnburners," so as to bring
their united strength to bear in the approaching election.

Into this ingeniously contrived trap some of the leaders of

the "Radical Democracy" fell, and the result was seen in

the formation of a new tiling, the "Free -soil Party," com-

posed of heterogeneous elements, and constituting a transi-

tion to something else which was to come of it in later years.

(?) A convention next assembled at Buffalo, August 9.

This was the outcome of the scheme already referred to—a

fusion convention, composed of all the elements that were
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hostile to tlie extension of slavery. There were delegates

from every free State, and also from Delaware, Maryland,

Virginia, and the District of Columbia—these latter represent-

ing those who, though residing in slave-holding States, held

the old views on the subject, and desired its peaceful and

final extinction, Salmon P. Chase of Ohio was chosen pre-

siding officer of that remarkable assemblage, Preston King,
of the House of Eepresentatives, John Yan Buren, and Benja-

min F. Butler of ISTew York, prominent members of the Radi-

cal Democracy, were there
;
while IS^athaniel Sawyer of Ohio,

Governor Briggs, and Charles F, Adams of Massachusetts,

represented the AVhig party in its deliberations, Joshua R.

Giddings and Frederick Douglass, abolitionists of the extreme

type, struck hands with the rest, and added to the motley as-

pect of that incongruous assemblage, "With a view to unite

the largest possible number in support of the candidates to

be brought forward, it was thought essential that they should

be representatives of both the great parties ;
and as the Radical

Democracy had already a candidate for the Presidency, but

none for the Yice-Presidency, the course of the convention

seemed clear, Martin Yan Buren, the nominee of the ISTew

York malcontents, was nominated for the Presidency, and

Charles Francis Adams of Massachusetts, an eminent Whig

politician and statesman, for the Yice-Presidency. And then

the convention adjourned.

It was a strange combination, that of a ISTew York " Barn-

burner " and a Massachusetts "
Conscience-Whig,"*

{k) Finally, another convention was held at Utica, Sep-

tember 14, This, the last which I have occasion to mention,

was actually a "
Free-soil," or Democratic, Convention, but

it united all the elements that had assisted at Buffalo on

* The love of grotesque names seems to be a passion in American poli-

tics. Wc read of "Buck-tails," "Barnburners," "Old Hunkers," "Con-

sciencc-Whigs,"
"
Cotton-Whigs,"

" Silver Grays,"
"
Loco-focos,"

"
Cop-

per heads," and now of " Stalwarts " and " Ilalf-brecds."
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the 9tli of Angnst. It ratified the nomination of Mr. Yan

Baren and Mr. Adams
;

it proceeded, farther, to nominate

a candidate for the otfice of Governor of the State of Xew
York. The choice fell on General Dix : he was imable to re-

sist the pressure, and submitted to the misfortune which had

thus overtaken him.

I have always felt great sympathy with my father in the

trying position in which he was thus placed since I came to

understand what it involved. He disapproved of the design

of that section of the Democracy with whom he acted to

make separate nominations, thinking it unwise and unneces-

sary, and foreseeing that it would increase the difficulty of

bringing about a reconciliation. But he must have regarded

with much greater concern the fusion of members of oppo-

site parties who were divided on subjects regarded by him

as of the utmost importance. That he, a Democrat of the

old school, should find himself associated with gentlemen
of the Whig party, from whom he differed on almost every

point, whose political principles he had always opposed, and

with whom he could never agree on questions of taxation,

public works, finance. Constitutional interpretation, and State

and national policy, was a painful and distressing surprise.

He was wiUing, if it must be so, to go with his own section

of the Democratic party, though deeming their course not

the wisest. But when it came to alliance with Whigs and

Abolitionists he lost all heart in the movement. This ac-

counts for his strong expression in after -years on the sub-

ject of the fusion in 1848, for the indefatigable zeal with

which he labored to bring about a reunion of his own peo-

ple in 1S52, and for his strenuous efforts to justify himself

from the charge of being an Abolitionist and false to his

old faith.

It will be asked, of course, why he yielded ;
and to this the

reply is simple. He was caught in a torrent which he could

not stem
;
he was also under personal and domestic influences

which it was impossible for him to resist. Looking back to
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those days, I frankly admit that I do not see how he could

have resisted. I will throw what light I can on this part of

his life. He was one of those men who are never influenced

by passion, but follow the dictates of a sober judgment. He
was very cautious

; prudent, perhaps, in some things, to a

fault
;

foresighted, wise. The rash enthusiasm which hurries

men forward with little or no reflection, leading them more

frequently to derisory failure than to brilliant success, was

not in him. Though he had the temper of self-sacrifice in

perfection, he was not the man to commit political suicide

without a distinct intellectual imj^ression that the cause was

worth the price. Hence he failed his eager and excited

friends in the earlier stage of their proceedings in 1848. He
was vehemently urged, before the Convention of the 23d of

June, to allow himself to be nominated for the Presidency.
He was assured that nine-tenths of the Hadical Democracy of

the State were convinced of the expediency and propriety of

making separate nominations, and that every hour strength-

ened their convictions on that point ;
that the nomination of

Mr.Yan Buren was out of the question ;
that the thoughts of

men were turning more and more toward him
;
and that he

must not withhold his consent to the use of his name. He
was threatened with the consequences of failing to throw him-

self into the arena, and told that the man who. would not "
go

with the masses in their triumjflial progress would be trampled
under foot." The letters of that date vary.* Some are calm

and rational, but most of them are mere fire and fury. The

writers seem to have looked for no immediate result beyond

* I refer to private letters which poured in at that time. There is one

from Ward Hunt, of Utica, June 3
;
another from Bradford R. Wood,

June 13; another from Benjamin F. Butler, June 10; another from

T. M. Burt, of Kinderhook, June 20
;
and finally a notable one from

myself, then a college student, in my twenty-first year. Of it I am now

heartily ashamed, yet it shows the wild extravagance of the "
Young

America " of the day, as well as the feeling of the household in Bond

Street.



1845-1853.] A DIFFICULT COURSE TO STEEE. 241

the defeat of General Cass, whose name, apparently, was

odions to them
; yet the idea possessed them that the de-

feated candidate of 1848 would undoubtedly be yictor in 1852.

Ko doubt General Dix saw through the cloud of decep-

tions thus raised, and perceiyed the end of these fond expec-

tations. His reason could not haye been convinced
;
nor was

it possible to intimidate him by threats, as some attempted to

do. But he was yery closely bound to his poKtical friends,

and devoted to them
; personal ties were even stronger than

political, and he could not have broken off his intimate rela-

tions without great pain. Added to this, however, was the

fact that Mr. Morgan, liis father-in-law—to whom he was in-

debted for a constant sympathy, a generous assistance, and an

affectionate devotion—was committed to the movement, and

intensely interested, or rather violently excited, on the sub-

ject. Mr. Yan Buren and Mr. Morgan were on terms of the

closest intimacy ;
the ex-President and he were warm friends

;

while it was to Mr. Morgan that my father owed the means

of releasing him from army life, of establishing him in his

profession as a lawyer, of enabling him to maintain his fam-

ily in comfort and ease while out of public oflSce, and of in-

numerable advantages enjoyed by him in the yaried experi-

ences of his career. AVhen all these circumstances are taken

into consideration it will be better understood how hopelessly

my father was involved in a movement which his judgment

disapproved, and under what peculiar pressure he yielded to

what must liave sounded to him like the mandate of a domi-

nant and irresistible fate. I see not how he could have done

otherwise without the risk of trials from which a man of

sensibility instinctively shrinks, and in which others more
dear to him than himself are sure to become involved. The
sentiments which actuated him were such as no good man
need be ashamed of

;
the guiding motive was seK-sacrifice.

Tlie Southern politicians neyer forgave General Dix. For

this I do not blame them
;
but they deserve censure for their

systematic misrepresentation of his motives and his principles.

I.—16
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I may add that Northern men of the Democratic party, jeal-

ous of him, and determined to remove him from the field,

were equally unscrupulous in their attacks on him based on

his connection -with the Free -soil movement. The policy
of revenge was pursued with success, under administrations

which trembled at the thought of losing the confidence of the

slave-holding leaders and the vote of the South. Of this a

striking illustration will be given in the proper place.

But let me leave this scene of strife and turn to more re-

freshing subjects. It was fortunate that, during the years of

prolonged excitement and continuous labor in the Senate,

General Dix found rest and refreshment in the summers spent
at East Hampton, on Long Island. Reports of the charms of

the climate and the rural beauty of the j)lace induced him to

go there. It was not easy at that time to reach the sequester-

ed village. A tedious railroad took us to Greenport : there

we were obliged to secure a couple of small sail-boats, one for

ourselves, the other for the luggage ;
and in these we made a

voyage of uncertain length round Shelter Island to Sag Har-

bor. Thence, by stage, we proceeded to the quaint and se-

cluded settlement which was the object of our quest. It was

well worth seeing. It has changed but little since that time
;

there is the same village street, a mile long, having at each

end a windmill, a goose-pond, and a graveyard ;
there are the

same brown, weather-beaten houses, shaded by rows of stately

trees
;
but in the year 1846, when we first went there, its look

was somewhat more venerable than it is now, as became what

was almost a terra incognita. It was originally settled by peo-

ple from Kent, in England, and at that time words and phrases

were in use among the villagers and country folk Mdiich were

heard nowhere else in the world save in Kent. The General

passed his summers about a mile and a half from the village,

at a house kept by an Englishman named Candy. The hamlet,

still known as Appaquogue, consists of one or two dwellings

at one end of Georgica Pond, a great sheet of water which, at

its lower edge, almost touches the ocean, being divided from it
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bj a mere strip of sand beach. Every summer it was our cus-

tom to proceed, with spades and shovels, to that link between

the fresh-water pond and the sea and cut a trench tlirough it

some five feet wide. When once the inland waters began
to flow into this little canal it took but a short time to tear

through the beach, and then they rushed with prodigious

force, like a broad river, to the main, and the pond, disappear-

ing, left in its place, for some four or five weeks, a broad ex-

panse of sandy shallows and sedge. On these immense flocks

of birds would alight on their passage westward; and there

the General found ample fleld for his favorite pastime of gun-

ning. There were few sportsmen in that region ;
he enjoyed

a practical monopoly of the game, an(^ his delight was im-

mense. He spent his whole time, day after day and week

after week, in the fresh, pure air, surrounded by his decoys,

which he carved and painted with his own hand, and aided

by us, his boys, whom he trained to love the open life and

to help him in his work. He was an unerring shot : it

was certain death to any bird to come within range of his

piece.

The General added many years to his life by his habit of

spending his summers in the open air, and wading about all

day barefoot on the sand-flats and sea-beaches of the southern

shore of Long Island. Thus he spent three or four successive

summers near East Hampton. Later (in 1S55) he went to

Quogue, and passed six or seven seasons there
;

at last, in

1870, he purchased land at "West Hampton, built a large house

on it, and was a resident of the town of South Hampton, in the

countv of Suffolk, at the time of his death. He loved Long

Island, its scenery, its climate, and its quiet, simple ways ;
he

wished himself back there when away from it. Tlirough the

winter he made occasional visits to his place,
'• Seafield ;"' as

soon as possible in the early summer he went thither, and

left it late in the autumn, returning reluctantly to the city.

Tliis will not appear strange to any who have felt the fasci-

nation of that region of the Hamptons.
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For I question wliether there can be found on the Atlantic

coast of America a summer climate so agreeable as that which

one reaches by going some seventy miles eastward of !New

York on the Long Island Kailroad. The prevailing summer

wind along our seaboard is the south-west
; but, as the coast

trends from south-west to north-east, it is obvious that the

south-west must be a hot wind along the shore, coming as it

does from the torrid plains and bayous of the South. But

that odd -looking, fish -shaped piece of outlying sea -beach,

known on the maps as "
Long Island," thrusts forth at a bold

angle from the general line of the coast. Montauk Point is

really about one hundred and thirty miles out at sea
;
and the

breeze which blows from the heated land on the dwellers along

the Jersey shore is a pure sea-breeze at the more fortunate

Hamptons. The thermometer sometimes stands, with very

slight variation, for weeks together at a pleasant summer heat,

while the wind from the deep water fills the land with fresh-

ness, and at evening proves almost too cool. Such is the cli-

mate
;
the scenery is as peculiar in its way. As flat almost

as Holland, the fields stretch to the low horizon, leaving a

full dome of sky unbroken on its entire circle, save by the

pine and oak forests inland, and, oceanward, by picturesque

sand-dunes, which stand as nature's ramparts between us and

the white surf on the beach. IS'owhere else have I seen

such skies, such thunder-storms, sucli sunsets, such auroras,

such display of stars—the panorama of the heavens is shown

on an absolutely unobstructed field. ISTor, in the way of color,

could the artist ask for aught more delicious than the varied

greens of the great meadows of salt -grass, and the rustling

mantle of the dunes, where the strong stalks of an incom-

prehensible vegetation whistle in the breeze, leaving us ever

in doubt on what they thrive as they do. And out beyond

lies the immeasurable sea, rolling to the far horizon and

thence till its waters strike the other side of the world, and

beating its incessant music on the white sand, with a roar

which reminds me of nothing so much as the cadence of
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the ancient Gregorian chanting which I have heard, swelling

out and dying awav, in the aisles of Santa Maria del Fiore at

Florence, and in other churches of the Old "World
;
a music

of which some one well said, when hearing the objection that

it had no time, and could not be counted off by bars :

" Of

course there is no time in it, for it is not the music of time,

but of etemitv."

It was the summer of IS-iS. Congress sat on and on, in

the terrible heat at Washington, until at length the adjourn-

ment released those weary men and gave them a breathing-

spell. With what eagerness my father hastened to his sum-

mer quarters at East Hampton may be imagined. The season

was one of unusual interest to him in more ways than one.

It was at that time that his eldest son, having completed the

course at Columbia College, in the city of Xew York, was

graduated from that venerable institution by the President,

Xathaniel F. Moore, one of the most accomplished scholars

and gentlemen that ever filled that post. The commence-

ment exercises were held in a dismal and ugly Methodist

meeting-house in Greene Street, near Grand, wherein were

gathered many of the elite of the day ;
and strange was the

contrast between the dingy edifice and the radiant hues of

the beauty and fashion which then, perhaps for the first and

last time, lit up its dust and dimness. It fell to my lot, by
the rule of the college, to deliver the Greek salutatory

—an

honor which brought care with it, as most honors do
; yet I

found a certain satisfaction on that occasion in describiog to

the audience, in a tongue to them unknown, the absurdity of

their appearance as they sat listening, with an air of interest

and an affectation of intelligence, to a discourse of which it

was impossible for one of them to gather the purport. Pro-

fessor Charles Anthon, the official critic of the Greek and

Latin oratory, smiled grimly as he read my manuscript, but

kindly permitted me to give it as it stood, quite sure that

few, if any, of the audience would be the wiser.

Among the companions of that summer at East Hampton
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—the last we spent there—was Colonel Dix. lie had re-

ceived his brevet for gallant and meritorious conduct at the

battle of Buena Yista, in which bloody engagement he served

as extra aide-de-camp to General Taylor, as his letters, already

given, relate. We never saw him again. lie died of chol-

era, on the Tth day of January following, at Wheeling, while

crossing the Alleghany Mountains, on his way to "Washington.
The summer passed by and the autumn came on. The

month of September brought with it the unwelcome nomina-

tion to the office of Governor of the State. The General

submitted to the inevitable. I give the correspondence on

the subject between the Committee of the Convention at

Utica and himself :

"
utica, September 14, 1848.

"Hon. Jonx A. Dix:

"In behalf of the Free -soil Democratic Convention of the State of

New York, now in session here, whose Committee we are for that pur-

pose, we would respectfully communicate to you that said Convention

have, by acclamation, nominated you, as the candidate of the free De-

mocracy of the State of New York, for the office of Governor, and ask

your acceptance thereof.

" Your unyielding advocacy of human freedom, efficient opposition to

the extension of slavery over the Territories, in the United States Senate,

and long, faithful public services, have emphatically pointed you out as

the man upon whom the hearts of the virtuous and the good concentrate,

and around whom tlie Democracy cluster, as most worthy to be their

standard-bearer in the contest for free soil, free labor, free men, and free

speech, witli New York's favorite son, Martin Van Buren; and your ac-

ceptance will be hailed by thousands as a sure harbinger of victory.
" Yours we are, very respectfully,

" Edgau C. Dibble,

R. P. WlSNEU,
Henry B. Stanton,
II. W. Sage,

G. A. Grant."

"East Hampton, September 21, 1848.

"
Gentlemen,—On my return to this place last evening, after an ab-

sence of a few days, I found your favor of the 14th inst., informing me

of my nomination for the office of Governor of this State by the Free-soil
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Democratic Convention, then in session at Utica. This communication

was entirely unexpected, no intimation having been made to me, from

any quarter, that the intention of putting me in nomination for that high

and responsible trust was entertained. If I had been apprised of it I

should have endeavored to satisfy the political friends who have thus

honored me with their confidence that the great interests at stake would

have been better promoted by conferring the nomination on some one

more worthy to receive it than myself But, as it has been their pleasure

to act without consultation with me, I submit myself to their better

judgment by responding with cheerfulness and promptitude to their

call. Holding an office under the authority of the State, I acknowledge
the right of those who were chiefly instrumental in conferring it on me
to nominate me for any other whenever they think proper to do so; and

I deem it my duty to accede to their wishes without regard to my own.
" Whatever objection, arising from considerations personal to myself, I

might have, under ordinary circumstances, to a nomination for an office

the honor of which no one appreciates more highly than I do, all such

objection is outweighed by the public considerations in view of which

it is now presented to me. The State of Xew York, though not the first,

was among the earliest of the thirteen States which have, through legis-

lative instructions to their Senators and Representatives in Congress, de-

clared themselves opposed to the farther extension of slavery. Her reso-

lutions were presented to the Senate of the United States in the early

part of February, 1847, and during the same month I supported them in

that body to the best of my ability in a speech setting forth at large the

grounds on which Xew York and her associates, then eleven in number,

among the free States, had placed themselves in opposition to the exten-

sion of slavery into Territories in whicli it does not exist. I also endeav-

ored to show that this course, which they deemed enjoined upon them

by the highest considerations of patriotism and humanity, was in strict

accordance witli all their obligations and duties to their sister States.

Tliese positions I have labored to defend, whenever practical questions

involving them have come before the Senate, in a manner which, while it

did full justice to the States assuming them, could not reasonably be

complained of as offensive to those who differed with us in opinion.

Regarding the nomination which has been conferred on me as an ap-

proval of this part of my public service in the Senate, it is received as a

gratifying token of the confidence of those you represent. And now,
when the ground in favor of freedom in the Territories, assumed by thir-

teen of the sovereign States of the Union (and one of them a slave-hold-

ing State), is both openly and covertly assailed—the ground taken more

than half a centuiy ago by "VTashington, Jefferson, Franklin, Madison,
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Mason, Rtindolpli, Hancock, Adams, and others among the founders of

tlie Republic
—as the use of my name has been deemed material to sus-

tain the position of Xew York in resjiect to a principle, on the main-

tenance of Avhich the honor and the prosperity of the country depend, it

is, on my part, freely yielded, though with the apprehension that undue

importance may have been attached to it.

" With my thanks for the kind manner in which the result of the

proceedings of the Convention has been communicated to me, I am,

Gentlemen, very respectfully,
"Your obedient servant,

" John A. Dix.
"Messrs. Edg.a.r C. Dibble,

R. P. WiSNER,
Henry B. Stanton,
G. A. Grant,
11. W. Sage,

Committee."

Tlie result of the fall elections was what General Dix had

expected. The Free -soil candidates were defeated: Mr. Yan
Buren did not receive a single electoral vote. General Tay-
lor became President

;
Hamilton Fish, Governor of ]^ew

York. The official canvass sliows the feeling of the people
of this State as expressed by their ballots. I give it below.*

* The Albany Argus gives the aggregate of the official vote for Gov-

ernor in all the counties of the State, which we compare with the vote

for Presidential electors, as follows :

Goveiiior.

Fish 218,616

Walworth 116,019

Dix 122,583

Total 457,218

Pt-esident.

Taylor 218,551

Cass 114,592

Van Buren 120,519

Total 453,602

Excess of votes for Governor, exclusive of scattering votes, 3526, viz. :

Fish, more than Taylor 65

Walworth, more than Cass 1,427

Dix, more than Van Buren 2,064

Total 3,556

Fisli's plurality over Walworth, 102,597 ;
over Dix, 96,033 ;

Walworth

and Dix over Fish, 19,986. It should be observed that Mr. Dix received

about 3500 anti-rent votes, which were withheld from Mr. Fish.
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I spent the winter of 1848-49 in Washington. It was my
father's last year in the Senate. His residence was on C
Street

;
Colonel Benton, his intimate personal friend, was his

near neighbor, but two or three houses away. Opposite us

lived Senator Bagley, and near him Mr. Philip Barton Key
and his beautiful wife. Xothing could be more delightful

than the society of Washington at that time to one able to

enjoy the lazy, listless, easy existence led by the families of

prominent officials or pleasure-seekers at the cajjital. There

was, and probably still is, a certain indefinable charm in the

place, due in part to temperate climate and agreeable air, and

in part to the intermingling of cultivated persons from all

parts of our country, officers in the military and naval service,

and a select foreign society in the Diplomatic Corps. Presi-

dent Polk and his very agreeable wife were at the White

House. The Vice-President, Mr. George M. Dallas, was a

picture to look upon, tall and commanding, with snowy white

hair, a florid visage, and aristocratic bearing. On the square,

not far from the Executive Mansion, the venerable Mi-s. Mad-

ison held her court, conspicuous for her antiquated costume,

her spotless turban, and her rigid observance of the manners

of the olden time. Xext door to her lived my father's old

friend, Benjamin Ogle Tayloe, occupying one of those ample
and comfortable houses wherein one feels instantly at home.

The families of General Totten, of the Engineers, Commodore

Morris, of the navy, and other officers, were represented at the

balls and receptions by lovely young women in the full bloom

of their charms. M. de Bodisco Avas Pussian Minister; his

wife, an American lady, celebrated not less for her beauty
than for her virtues. Colonel Benton's dauorhter Jessie, the

young wife of the brilliant soldier Fremont, himself a kind

of idol among us at that day, shone radiantly in the galaxy.
I remember the picturesque mansion "Kalorama,*' which

overlooked the citv from a wooded rid^e : and *' Arlinorton ;"

and the,fetes given in those and other stately houses, destined,

alas ! in time to put ofE their glory and gather up grime and



250 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS DIX.

gloom in the years of the Civil War. I recollect a long drive

to Mount Vernon over an intolerable corduroy road
;
our cor-

dial reception by Mr. Washington, and the dinner to which I

was hospitably invited, with other guests. That winter was

full of excitement and interest. One administration was pre-

paring its departure, another was coming ;
the city was agog

with leave-takings and welcomes. Gruff old Zachary Taylor
was coming in March

;
and a ball was in preparation to relieve

the official severities of the Inauguration with a background
of gleaming dresses, and a whirl of mazy dances, and music

and revelry. These things go on, no doubt, to-day, as they
have ever gone, though the actors change and vanish, and one

generation passes away and another takes its place ;
and we,

who see them in the far past, greet the image of those van-

ished hours and are glad of the brief pleasures tasted in this

care-burdened life.

AVith the ending of that administration came also the end

of my father's service in the Senate. His last speech was

made February 28, 1849, three days before the adjournment
of Congress. The question before the Senate, presented in

a variety of forms, was the institution of governments for the

Territories recently acqiTired from Mexico, a question embar-

rassed throughout by the determination of the Senators from

the slave States to extend slavery to those Territories, and by
a majority of the Senators from the free States to guard, by
an express prohibition, against what they deemed a moral and

political evil, and the national dishonor of restoring it where

it had been formally abolished.

General Dix's argument was against the proposed admis-

sion of California and New Mexico into the Union as a State,

and against the conferring of extraordinary powers upon the

President to govern tliem as a Territory. lie regarded them

as wholly unfit in their actual condition to be taken into the

Union with the rights and powers of States
;
he also consid-

ered the proposition to arm the President with despotic pow-
ers as utterly indefensible : his wish was that Territorial gov-
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emments should be organized for California and Kew Mexi-

co, and that the act establishing such governments should

contain a prohibition of slavery. The speech gives a brief

and interesting summary of the history of slavery in the

American Colonies and the United States, from the year
1620 down to 1808, when the slave-trade was abolished by

Congress. The views of General Dix upon the subject are

presented with a force and clearness which ought to have ren-

dered it impossible to mistake his position. By way of an ap-

propriate conclusion to this review of his services in the Sen-

ate, I give, in full, the peroration of this his last address to

that distinguished body. Having completed his argument,
he brought his remarks to an end in these words :

" Mr. President, two years ago, when I first addressed the

Senate upon this subject, under the instructions of the State

of Xew York, I said that by no instrumentality of hers should

slavery be carried into any portion of this continent which is

free. I repeat the declaration now : by no act, by no acqui-

escence of hers, shall slavery be carried where it does not

exist. I said, at the same time, that in Avhatever manner the

question should be settled, if it should be decided against

her views of justice and right, her devotion to the Union and

to her sister States should remain unshaken and unimpaired.

Speaking in her name, and for the last time within these walls,

I repeat this declaration also. She does not believe in the

possibility of disunion. I am thankful that her faith is also

mine. My confidence is founded upon the disinterestedness

of the great body of the people who derive their subsistence

from the soil, and whose attachment is strong in proportion
to their close communion with it. They have incorporated
with it the labor of their own hands. It has given them back

wealth and health and strength
—health to enjoy and strength

to defend what they possess. In seasons of tranquillity and

peace they are unseen—too often, perhaps, forgotten ;
but it

is in their silent and sober toil that the public prosperity is
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wrouglit out. It is only in the liour of peril that they come

forth from a thousand hills and valleys and plains to sustain

with strong arms the country they have made prosperous. In

them the Union will find its surest protectors. They are

too virtuous and too independent to be corrupted. They are

spread over too broad a surface for the work of seduction. It

is in towns and public assemblies, where men are concentrated,

that the tempter can with more assurance sit down, as of old,

in the guise of friendship and whisper into the unsuspecting
or the willing ear the lesson of disobedience and treachery.

From this danger the great body of the people are secure.

And let us be assured that they will never permit the banner

which floats over them at home, and carries their name to

every sea, to be torn down either by internal dissension or ex-

ternal violence. Such is my firm, my unalterable conviction.

But, if I am mistaken in all this—if the spangled field it bears

aloft is destined to be broken up—then my prayer will be,

that the star which represents ]S"ew York in the constellation

of States may stand fixed until every other shall have fallen."

On the breaking up of his home in Washington, General

Dix had to consider, first of all, the question of a future resi-

dence. His preference was for Long Island
;
but that region

of delicious climate and fine shooting was too far away. The

ISTorth River was considered hot and, perhaps, unhealthy. He
disliked cities in general, and the city of New York in partic-

ular, and wished, above all, a country home. After much de-

liberation he fixed on Westchester County, and, desiring to

be near the salt-water, rented a house not far from the village

of Port Chester. Thither he took us early in the summer

of 1849. Mr. Morgan's health was greatly impaired ;
he was

not able to make the usual journey to his much-loved place

in Madison County, and it was decided that he should pass

the summer with his son-in-law and daughter. The Geni^ral

writes thus to an old friend :

" Since the adjournment of Congress I have been incessant-
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ly engaged in the most annoying and unsatisfactory of all

occupations, packing up books and furniture in Washington,

unpacking them here, and putting a house in order, rather for

the purpose of an encampment than a permanent residence
;

for, not being able to find a place I like well enough to buy, I

have only hired, and therefore feel that ray connection with

the ancient Sawpit (the modem Port Chester) may at any
time be dissolved. But I am looking out for a place in this

neighborhood which I can fancy well enough for a future

residence, though I have still a hankering after Long Island."

In fact, that summer sojourn at Port Chester led ultimately

to the purchase of an island in the Sound, near the village of

Kye, on which my father built a house, intending to make it

his permanent residence. The island was bought in 1850;
the house was finished and occupied in the spring of 1S52

;

but owing to a series of painful circumstances it never be-

came our home.

The summer of 1849 was noted for the ravages of the

cholera
; my uncle, Lieutenant-colonel Dix, died of that horri-

ble disease earlv in the vear. Great alarm was felt through

the country. "We were all put on a strict regimen of roast

beef and rice, and lived in constant dread lest it should

spread from the city where it was raging to the country.

My brother Baldwin, next in age to me, was to have gradu-
ated from Columbia College in June

;
but the Commencement

was postponed till the month of October, in consequence of

the epidemic.

But though we escaped the dreaded malady, yet the shadow

of death fell on our house. Ere the summer was over Mr.

Morgan was taken from us. He died in the hired house at

Port Chester, July 29, 1819. His decease made a change in

General Dix's plans, who reluctantly became a resident of the

city of !Xew York. The summers, however, he still passed on

the shores of Long Island Sound—that of the year 1S50 at a

house near Rye, close to the water -side; that of 1851 at a

house still nearer the village, which overlooked a pretty mill-
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pond and a picturesque mill, and commanded a view of Man-

ursing Island, a liglit-liouse farther off, and tlie shores of Long
Island nine miles distant across that expanse of water which

rolls stately between the bold coasts and out toward the open
sea. It was Manursing Island which my father bought, and

there he built his house. One of his chief amusements was

that of planning houses : he would have made an enthusiastic

architect, had that been his profession. I remember three at

least that he built : one at Albany, one on Manursing Island,

and, finally, one at Seafield. All these he designed with the

greatest care, drawing the plans, making the specifications,

and superintending the construction.

In this design of making a country home on Manursing
Island he was ardently seconded by my brother Baldwin.

Dear, noble youth ! cut off untimely at the entrance on

manhood! Amid what tears did he go away to his long
liome ! What hopes were buried with him in the narrow

vault in Trinity Church -
yard ! After nearly thirty years

my hand trembles as I w^ite
; my eyes are dim looking

back. He was a high-spirited, generous fellow
; pure, true,

honorable
;
beloved by his companions. He graduated the

year that his father left the Senate. He studied law, and

was admitted to the Bar in 1851. He was fond of country

life, a fine shot, a good boatman. My father had a little sail-

boat, a schooner, the White Eagle. He took us out in it,

managing it himself, w^ith our help, and teaching us how to

sail it. "We passed half our time on the water, and many a

night did we spend, becalmed under the lee of the land at

Cold Spring Harbor or Oyster Bay, when the stiff breeze had

died away from us and we could not get back. We always

went on our expeditions provided for that emergency. My
brother delighted in the water, and was never happier than

when the White Eagle spread her wings to the currents of

air that rushed deliciously up or down the Sound.

And thus we lived our life : in town during the winter, at

Rye all summer
;
and we saw the house rising on the island,
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and all had some suggestion to make to the dear chief-archi-

tect, who duly considered all reasonable wishes, and among
them this—that a little chapel, or oratory, should be attached

to the house, forming a kind of wing to the east. To com-

plete the arrangements for occupation of the island, it was

necessary to have a bridge built connecting it with the main-

land, and desirable that the proprietor of the island should

also be the o^vner of a mass of rock and earth covered with

fine trees, and known as " the Hammocks," which projected

from the coast -line, and must be traversed before reaching
the bridge. To get possession of the Hammocks was impos-

sible without propitiating their owner, an ancient inhabitant

residing at Rye Xeck, and rejoicing in the appellation of

Billa Theall
;
for the bridge an act of the Legislature was re-

quired. An expedition was undertaken by the General to ac-

complish both those objects. He wrote an account of it for

the entertainment of our domestic circle, addressing it to my
youngest sister, then a little bit of a girl and the baby of

the family.

"A CHAPTER IX :MR. DICKENS'S PRR'ATE HISTORY: DEDI-
CATED TO HIS DAUGHTER KITTY.

"
I. Mr. DicTcens sets out on a Visit to the Seat of

Government.

" On Tuesday morning Mr. Dickens, in company with his

friend Captain B ,
after a hearty breakfast of buckwheat

cakes and sausages, got on board the railroad cars, and in fifty-

five minutes they were landed at the village of Eye. Leaving
the train, they proceeded to the house of Billa Theall. Tommy
was, luckily, down on Rye Xeck foddering cattle

;
and the old

gentleman, as he had promised, signed the paper and took the

money. When the gold was all counted out and piled up on

the table Mr. Dickens asked the old gentleman if it didn't look

pretty, to which he answered that it did— '

very pretty ;' and

his eyes glistened as he said it. Mr. Dickens and his friend
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then went on to St. John's ;* and having an hour of leisure,

Mr. Dickens took the Captain's gunning punt, with black

John to row, and started for the Hammocks. Just as they
were pushing off, Billy Dixon, the water-spaniel, made a leap
for the boat, but falling short, he went over head and ears into

the water. Mr. Dickens, pitying his condition, took him in

and set him on the bow, and they proceeded thus :

"After a pleasant row around the Hammocks, which looked,

like Billa Theall's gold, with which they were purchased,
'

very

pretty,' Mr. Dickens returned to St. John's, dined on boiled

pork and salt beef, went to Port Chester, got into the cars,

and rode to Bridgeport, where he arrived at seven o'clock.

"
II. IIoio Mr. Dickens passed himself off among the

Yankee Girlsfor a Bachelor.

" After taking a cup of tea at Bridgeport, Mr. Dickens sat

down in the bar-room—the only sitting-room in the hotel—
and, having nothing to do, grew melancholy. He looked at

all the pictures in the room—a very bad view of the Leaning
Tower of Pisa, a sailor loading a cannon, and a pack of hounds

catching a fox
;
and having finished, he was thinking of going

to bed in despair, when a man came in and said there was a

fair in the Methodist Church. Mr. Dickens was inspired with

new life
;
he put on his overcoat, walked into the street,

and, meeting a little negro girl, he gave her a sixpence to

show him the way to the Methodist Church. It was full of

tables covered with beautiful things, which young ladies were

selling to visitors. Mr. Dickens, after walking two or three

times around the church, went up to a table, and, addressing

himself to one of the young ladies who were attending it,

he said,
'

Miss, have you any bachelor's needle-cases V The

young lady replied, 'I don't know what they are.' Mr.

Dickens said, 'Any needle-case will do which is suited to a

* lie -was the owner of the liouse -which -vvc occupied while the island

home was in preparation.
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gentleman tliat has to do his own sewing.' The yonng ladj

then handed him two—one in the shape of a diamond, and

the other in the shape of a heart. Mr. Dickens immediately

sei2ed upon the heart and said, 'Ah! this is exactly suited

to my case.' 'I am very sorry,' said the young lady, 'but

that one is sold
;
won't you take the other, sir ? it is equally

good.' "Whereupon Mr. Dickens rejoined,
' It may be equally

good, miss, but 'tis not half so expressive. Still, if I can't

have your heart, 1*11 console myself with your diamond.'

Thereupon all the Yankee girls exchanged glances and

laughed, and Mr. Dickens retired to the hotel with a burden

off his spu'its and fifty cents out of pocket.

" III. How Mr. Dickens takes to Early Rising.
" The next morning, before it was quite light, Mr. Dickens

was awoke by the ringing of a bell at his door, and the next

minute the waiter came in and asked for his boots. ' What
bell is that V said Mr. Dickens. ' The breakfast-bell,' said the

waiter. ' How long to breakfast V said Mr. Dickens. ' Fif-

teen minutes,' said the waiter. ' Good gracious I' said Mr.

Dickens; 'what o'clock is it?' 'Half -past six,' said the

waiter. 'Have you no late breakfast?' said Mr. Dickens.
'

Ko, sir, said the waiter. ' And shall I lose my breakfast if

I don't get up V said Mr. Dickens. ' I'm afraid you will,' said

the waiter, 'Well, then,' said Mr. Dickens, 'I'm afraid I

shall have to get up.' Accordingly Mr. Dickens resolved to

go down to breakfast and 'turn over a new leaf.' The sun

rose about the time Mr. Dickens took his breakfast, and he

remarked to a gentleman at table what a blessed thing it was

to get up early in the morning, and that he could never won-

der sufficiently how some people would lie in bed.

" lY. How Mr. Dickens Ran off the Track.

" After breakfast Mr. Dickens took the cars for Albany,
and when he had gone about twenty miles found the coun-

try covered with snow. The day was cold, but the weather

I.—17
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was very fine, and the journey was very pleasant. The train

had readied Schodack—about eight miles from Albany
—and

it was a quarter before five, and he was congratulating him-

self that he would be there in fifteen minutes, as it was all the

way down-hill, when suddenly the bell rang, the steam-whistle

screeched; he felt the engine making a great effort to hold

back, and in an instant the train stopped so suddenly that he

was almost thrown off his seat. Mr. Dickens ran to the door,

and the following spectacle presented itself : The engine was

half-bnried in a sand-bank, and the tender and baggage-car
were entirely off the track. Fortunately, the Boston train

came on in an hour, and after a delay of four hours Mr.

Dickens arrived safely in Albany at nine o'clock.

" The next day Mr. Dickens went to the Assembly Cham-

ber, and was hardly seated when the clerk began to read 'An
act to authorize John A. Dix to build a bridge,' whereupon
he cut, and walked over to the Senate Chamber. He after-

ward understood the bill passed by ninety-five votes to one,

and the man who was in the negative voted by mistake;

whereupon Mr. Dickens M'ent to see the Governor and Mrs.

Fish, and Mrs. Fonday and many other friends, and retired to

his room in the evening to give an account of himself to his

dear little Kitty; and he begs she will kiss grandma and

mother and all her brothers and sisters for him, and let them

know how he is getting on.

"Thursday evening, January 31, 1850.

" Mr. Dickens intends to write to Kitty's mother to-

morrow."

So the years passed by, and the house was finished, and

it was all that each would have had it, and the summer of

the year 1852 should have seen us there, happy and content.

But ere the summer days arrived the joy and light were fled.

"VVe were all in mourning, for the heaviest blow yet dealt

upon our house had fallen with fatal effect. My dear brother,

just admitted to the Bar, industrious and ambitious to learn,
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made it a part of liis duty to -svatch important cases in their

progress, and frequently spent many hours of the day in the

unwholesome atmosphere of court -rooms. It was also his

habit to sit up late into the night in his study reading hard,

and more than once forgetting that his fire had gone out.

Early in January, 1852, he was taken ill. TTe thought the at-

tack of httle importance ;
but he said to me one day,

'' I shall

never get up again." The prophecy was fulfilled : in three

weeks he was dead, of typhoid fever
;
and on the Feast of the

Purification, February 2, we followed his body, Hke persons

stunned, to its long home in the family vault in Trinity

Church-yard.
Xo one but themselves can ever know what that loss was to

his father and mother. The scars of such wounds are there

for life : each anniversary renews the pain.

In due time thev went to Manursing Island. It was the

first summer there. A cloud seemed to rest on the place ;
it

never Hfted
;

it grew deeper. My eldest sister was taken very
ill

; my grandmother, Mrs. Morgan, already three years a wid-

ow, was also a great sufferer that summer
;
her mind appeared

to be weakened, and her constitution was evidently giving

way. Ko pleasant memories are in that retrospect
—so much

had been anticipated, so little was found to enjoy ! "We felt,

one and all, that the place could never be the home for which

we longed. And, strangely enough, other circumstances were

at work to break up our plans and give the family history
another and a complete change.

During the administration of General Taylor and of Mr.

Fillmore—who, upon the lamented death of the President,

July 9, 1850, took his place
—General Dix took great interest

in movements in which, however, he was debarred from bear-

ing an official part. Convinced that a great blunder had been

committed in breaking up the Democratic organization, it was

his earnest wish that the party should, if possible, be thor-

oughly united once more. This is the subject of the corre-

spondence of those years : the importance of reunion, the diffi-
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culty of mediating between tlie
"
Hunkers," as tliey continued

to be called, wlio had supported Mr. Cass, and the " Barnburn-

ers," who had seceded under the standard of Mr. Yan Buren.

He had no active part in the government, though constantly
consulted by men in official position ;

his advice was asked on

great public questions ;
he appeared at meetings and addressed

them
;
at one held at Herkimer, July 13, 1850, he was the

principal speaker. His attitude toward the propagandists of

slavery remained the same
;

their dislike of him increased.

Fear lest he should again be called to public life, jealousy of

him as still a dangerous rival in the political field, appear to

have influenced the leaders of that portion of the Democracy
w^ho desired to conciliate the South, and depended on South-

ern influence for their own advancement. Kegardless of these

unfriendly and ungenerous sentiments, he kept on his way,

laboring for the restoration of unity, convinced of the ultimate

triumph of free principles, desirous that the Democratic party
should have the honor and prestige of the final victory ;

while

the men who desired to control the party, unable or unwilling

to forget the events of 1848, and convinced that Democratic

success could only be secured by the help of the slave-holding

interest, were resolved that, by any and all means. General

Dix must be kept from ever coming back into public life.

The defeat of the Democratic party in 18-18 was the result

of the Free-soil schism : to restore it to its old supremacy, and

secure a triumph in 1852, was the problem presented to the

leading men of its several sections. To reunite the party

was the condition necessary to success
;
but that was no easy

thing. Taking the whole country through, men were dis-

tributed somewhat as follows :

1st. The South so far substantially united as to be unwilling

to support any one not favorably known to it
; yet even there

divisions were apparent, for the movement toward secession

had already begun, and on that question men were divided

as States-rights Democrats and Union-Democrats.

2d. The "Whig party at the Korth, representing all elements
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hostile to Southern aims and poKcy, and destined to develop

into the Republican party.

3d. The K^orthem Democrats, including the Free-soil sec-

tion, who had revolted in 18i8, and the Hunker section, who
had acted with the pro-slavery Democrats of the South in

the same year.

4:th. The "
Liberty party," the Conscience-Whigs, and the

advanced Abolitionists.

The Whig victory in 1848 was a victory over a combina-

tion of the united South and a portion of the Democratic

party of the IN^orth. To defeat the Whigs in 1852 the Demo-

crats must be one again. The Free-soilers, therefore, held the

balance of power, and it depended on them whether the next

President should be a Democrat or a Whig.
Two classes of men were hostile to reunion with the Free-

soilers: the extreme Southern Democrats, and those at the

Korth who relied for success on a close alliance with them.

The Southern leaders of the radical type detested all who
had taken part in the Free-soil movement, reproached them

for the past, and mistrusted them as to the future. Moreover,
the programme of forcible secession had been by that time

arranged, and plotters of that conspiracy knew that the old

Free-soil Democrats, whatever concessions they might make
on other points, would be sure to resist them in that nefarious

design. On these and other accounts the embryo Secession-

ists desired no reconciliation with their Free -soil brethren.

A similar unwillingness to forget the past and come together
was exhibited by the Hunker Democrats, but on different

grounds. They wished no rivals, expecting, with the help
of the South, to recover and retain the supremacy in their

own part of the country. The Free-soil Democrats would,
no doubt, have been kept out in the cold had it been deemed
safe to throw them off. But this course was abandoned in

dread of another defeat. Meanwhile the old leaders of the

Free -soil movement engaged in strenuous efforts to bring
about a thorough and cordial reunion. Accused of selfish
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motives in this particular, they earnestly repelled the charge.

As to General Dix, the very active part which he took in

those efforts was due, as I think, to several causes, each cred-

itable to his patriotism and good-sense. His disapproval of

the fusion of 1848 had been justified by results. A life-long

opponent of abolitionism, he had maintained uniformly and

consistently that slavery ought not to be interfered with

where it existed
;
he could not, therefore, act either with

Northern Abolitionists or with the members of any party
which made interference with slavery an article of its plat-

form. A Democrat of the old school, and a believer in the

Democratic creed, he was convinced that the principles of the

party were sound, and that it was to the interest of the nation

that they should be the rule of public and political action.

The question of the extension of slavery he regarded as set-

tled, on terms which he thought sound and just. But beyond
and above all these reasons there was another on which I

must henceforth lay stress in connection with his history up
to the beginning of the war. Although he detested slavery,

he hated one thing worse, disunion. That, and not slavery,

was raj)idly becoming the leading issue
;
and to prevent that

he saw that the principles of the Jacksonian Democracy must

be revived and asserted. It mattered very little what might
be done or said about slavery in comparison w^ith a deeper
and graver question now taking the precedence of all others,

whether the Union of the States could be preserved ;
and he

thought that the ascendency of the Democratic party was

essential to that end. He therefore threw himself with ear-

nestness into the political contest. There was no longer any
reason why he should not cordially and heartily act with his

party. It was, as I believe, with a clear conscience, and in a

broad and statesman-like spirit, that he addressed himself to

the work which appeared to him most important. Without

the aid of New York it would be impossible to elect a Demo-

cratic President in 1852. The State of New York could not

be carried unless the two sections of the Democracy in that
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State could be reconciled. To use the words of the Hon.

Preston King, in a letter to General Dix, January 1, 1851, the

effort now was,
" to consolidate all the sides of the real De-

mocracy in a homogeneous party, friendly to freedom, in

!N^ew York," believing as they did that "no other kind of

party could live."

It must be admitted that the men had undertaken a very
difficult work. Prejudices were to be met, opposition was to

be overcome, both Xorth and South. The question, of course,

was already complicated by personal considerations. The

South were divided on the subject of the most available can-

didate. Mr. Cass, Mr. Buchanan, and Mr. Dickinson, of the

Senate, had been mentioned
;
Colonel Benton, Greneral Hous-

ton, and Mr. "Woodbury. Of these men, it was certain that

Mr. Dickinson could not carry New York
;
that Colonel Ben-

ton could not carry the Southern rote ;
that the nomination

of General Houston was impossible : still, each of these men
was pressed by his friends. The impression among many
Southern Democrats was that Xew York was hopeless under

any circumstances, and that the best policy was to put the

Free-soilers of that State under the ban, and try to carry the

election without their help. Even among Southern men
favorable to freedom there was great doubt as to the course

to be pursued. One of them—a politician of great influence

and sagacity
—wrote as follows to General Dix from his house

near "Washington, March 21, 1851, presenting a dilemma, and

uncertain which horn to choose :

" In a letter in reply to I gave my views at large as

to the course our Free-soil Democrats should take in the

present state of politics. I will try to find the copy, and

send it to you ;
I cannot now lay my hands on it. The con-

clusion I come to is this : that we must either run a Kadical

Free-soil Democrat and nail his flag to our mast, and sink or

swim with it through our sea of troubles, or take some man
who can break up the Hunker coalition, and who, if elected,

must take our complexion from stress of circumstances. My
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plan was for the boldest course : to take Benton, and brave

and beard all Hunkerdom, Nortli and South. Benton re-

fusing, I was for taking the same course, with you, or John

Yan Buren, or Preston King for our leader. Benton's pol-

icy is opposed to what he calls killing off our good men

by running them at an unpopular moment, when, Free-

soilers having carried their poiwi irnlie Territories, the dis-

affection in the South would enable the ^Northern Hunkers

to break them down by the cry of danger to the Union. I

shall go with our Free-soil branch of the party, if they deter-

mine to stake upon the force of their principles. If this be

considered a forlorn-hope under present circumstances, then

I think Benton's plan of running Woodbury our best

chance."

About this time a prominent Free-soil politician visited

"Washington on a tour of inspection. His report, in a letter

to General Dix, of what he saw there throws light upon the

history of that period.

He took letters of introduction from General Dix to Col-

onel Benton and others, by whom he was very kindly re-

ceived. He learned from an unquestionable source that the

two Yan Burens w^ere for AVoodbury, and that it was probable

that Colonel Benton was with them. The South were divided

between Messrs. Cass, Buchanan, and Dickinson : the desire

was to nominate the man who would suit the South and stand

the best chance of carrying New York, although little hope
of this last was expressed. The feeling of the "full-blood

Southern men" was intensely strong against the Yan Burens
;

"
they were unwilling to make peace with them on any terms

;

they hated them with a vindictive hatred." To persons hold-

ing that attitude it was represented, cautiously and confiden-

tially, that the gre&t central body of the Free-soilers would, if

allowed to, act with the party without any personal stipula-

tions
;
that the next Presidency depended on the Free-soilers

of New York
;
that " the policy of reasonable men was not to

goad the moderate and truly democratic Free-soilers of New
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York to madness." This seemed to be an entirely new view

of the case, and not at all miderstood at Washington. It

produced a strong impression, though at first treated with

ridicule.

Colonel Benton had abandoned all idea of the nomination,

and had no desire for it whatever. He was evidently for

Woodbury, and desirous of the reunion. As for General

Houston, his confidence in himself was absolute : he told the

writer that he was sure of every Southern State, both in the

caucus and in the election, and he counted on the jS^orth with

almost equal certainty. This created great merriment among
wiser men. It was thought by some of the leading Demo-

cratic Senators that Mr. Cass expected a renomination, but

was not over-anxious for it unless reasonably sure of suc-

cess
;
while Mr. Buchanan's supporters were moving heaven

and earth in his behalf.

Upon the whole, the argument that the body of the Demo-

cratic Free-soilers of the Xorth were still Democrats, and,

unless goaded to desperation and driven off, would steadily

and faithfully adhere to the old party ;
that without the vote

of the State of Xew York the Democratic candidate could

not be elected
;
and that Xew York could be carried by giv-

ing it a liberal candidate—this argument appears to have

made the desired impression, and to have aided in securing
the reunion of the party. Substantially it was a victory

for patriotic and conservative men; and, had the compro-
mise been honorably carried out, the country might have been

in a better condition when the heaviest strain came, some

years later.

In reply to an invitation from the Tammany Society to at-

tend the celebration of the anniversary of our !N"ational In-

dependence, General Dix thus referred to the movement in

progress :

"Port Chester, July 1, 1851.

"
Gentlemen,—I have received your favor, inviting me to attend the

celebration of the approaching anniversary of our National Independence
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by tlie Society of Tammany, and I regret that an engagement on tbat

day will prevent me from accepting it.

" The honored name your Society bears, the prominent part it has

taken in the great public questions involved in the political contests of

the country, the open disregard in which the obligations of the Federal

Constitution and the Constitution of this State are held by portions of

our fellow-citizens, combine to give universal interest to the occasion
;

and I am sorry that I am unable to testify by my j)resence my strong

appreciation of its importance.
"
I feel with you that only a thorough and cordial reunion of the

Democratic party here and elsewhere can eradicate political heresies,

and put the ship of state again (to use the language of Jefferson)
' on

the Republican tack.' With the assurance that in this great work, in-

volving, as I sincerely believe, the permanent welfare of the country, I

shall in every possible mode most cheerfully and earnestly co-operate,
"
I am. Gentlemen, very respectfully,

" Your friend and fellow-citizen,
" John A. Dix.

"Messrs. Elijah F. Purdt,
Wm. I. Brown,
Thos. Dunlap, I Committee of Arrangements."
Hbnkt Storms,
RiCHD. B. CONOLLT.J

The death of Judge Woodbury, which occurred on the Tth

of September, 1851, made it necessary for his friends to unite

upon some other person. The man selected as most accept-

able to them was General William O. Butler of Kentucky ;

his military record was good, his personal character without

a blemish. lie had already run with General Cass as candi-

date for the Vice -
Presidency, and shared his disastrous de-

feat, in the campaign of 1848. Governor Marcy was strongly

urged in many quarters, and it was thought that the State of

Xew York might be carried by him
;
but many were of the

opinion that his friends never considered it probable that he

would be nominated, and that they kept his name prominently

before the public with the hope of obtaining a cabinet ap-

pointment for him under the next administration, and thus

securing the influence of that section of the New York De-

mocracy to which he belonged. Since this was precisely the
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result that followed, it is fair to infer of the shrewd poli-

ticians of the day that they had made their plans with that

design.

The Democratic National Convention was held at Balti-

more, on the 1st of June, 1852. General Dix, though not a

delegate, was invited and urged to go to Baltimore, and aid by
his presence and influence in harmonizing views and securing

a favorable action. He answered, declining to appear there :

" Your favor of yesterday urging me to go to Baltimore,

and expressing the opinion that my presence there might have

much effect in harmonizing the party, is received. I should

be most happy to contribute in any way to so desirable a

result, but I have always had an insuperable repugnance to

attending conventions of which I am not a member. Besides,

I am confident that the delegates must be too strongly im-

pressed with the importance of the coming contest to allow

differences of opinion with regard to individuals to prevent
the reunion of the Democratic party. Though unwilling to

interfere personally with the action of the Convention, I shall

acquiesce cheerfully in its decisions, and give to its nomi-

nees a cordial support. The importance of the election en-

joins this duty on us all, and I shall not be backward in per-

forming it."

I find a very entertaining letter from Mr. Francis P. Blair

to General Dix, written about a week previous to the meeting
at Baltimore. It presents a graphic, if not an attractive, view

of the position of affairs :

" Silver Spring, May 24, 1853.

" My dear General,—I have bad but little communication witb tbe

city for a montb past, and have taken so little interest in the movements
there that I could not write you a word, even of conjecture, that would
deserve your attention. In two or three flying visits recently I have

found the purlieus of the Capitol all in a buzz with delegates and their

various managers seeking to hive them. There certainly never was such

a scene out of a bazaar, which it strongly resembles in many aspects.

Nobody seems to think that anybody has a certain, or even a probable,
force made up to give him a nomination. All is contingent, and I sup-
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pose there never was as much jockeying on a race-course where there

were a dozen entries—all the old nags to start, never having won a race,

and all the young ones watched, and having neither blood nor appearance
to recommend them. It is a clear case for black-leg management to

come in for the stakes
;
and as this is generally felt, I have no doubt

the black art will be busily plied. The jobbers stationed at Washington
have all opened their houses

;
wine and wassail is the order of the day

with them, and I am told tliat these appliances are doing wonders for .

The young and thirsty and greedy are becoming enthusiastic in his

cause.
, ,

and seem to be the only ones to whom the hon-

est men turn Avith any hope of getting deliverance from the plunderers,

and their chance depends altogether upon the possibility that the rogues

may fall out. There may be enough of the patriotic class, if they should

act understandingly, to prevent the Rottens from combining on any one

of them; but I am afraid the instincts of the latter will induce them, like

wolves, to hunt together, and run down the game by chasing first with one

pack and then with another, until they have the carcass among them to

rend and growl over. If I were to hazard a conjecture as to the most

jDrobable person to keep at bay and drive off the prowlers, I should name

Houston
;
he has had good-luck always on his side, and he has kept such

good guard in all his movements as not to provoke nor expose himself

to the attacks of his opponents. If there should be an exasperating

struggle at Baltimore between the Cass, Douglas, and Buchanan clans,

there is great likelihood that the General of San Jacinto may gain
another victory."

The history of the proceedings at Baltimore is well-known.

First came a terrific slaughter of the old veterans, in which

James Buchanan, Lewis Cass, and William L. Marcy, together

with General Butler and the hero of San Jacinto, fell pros-

trate, while Stephen A. Douglas and other younger aspirants

shared their fate. Then, after some thirty -five ballotings,

came a nomination, by the delegation from Virginia, which

took the body by surprise
—that of Franklin Pierce of New

Hampshire. The conflict became terrific, until, when the

ballots had run up to within one of fifty, the Virginia nomi-

nee was announced as the choice of the Convention. General

Pierce was a Northern man, but with strong Southern sym-

pathies. To the South he was entirely acceptable. The De-

mocracy of both sections combined to support him
;
and it
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was, no doubt, believed that lie would ptirsue a just and im-

partial course toward the entire party. To any farther agita-

tion of the slavery question he was earnestly opposed, while

strongly desirous of forgetting that a division among his

own friends on that question had taken place. He lacked,

however, among other things, the firmness to pursue an inde-

pendent course, and was unable to resist influences soon to

be brouorht to bear on him bv those who were determined to

complete the ostracism of the Free-soil Democrats.

True to his promise, General Dix supported the Baltimore

nominations, and exerted himself to secure the election of

the candidate of the reunited Democratic party. He was

immediately called upon for active service during the ap-

proaching canvass, and threw himseK with his accustomed,

ardor and energy into the work. Invitations to address

pubKc meetings poured in : one of the first was from

the Democracy of Berks County, Pennsylvania, who pro-

posed to hold a meeting on the Fourth of July. The com-

mittee say :

"
You, with other distingtiished Democratic citizens, have

been selected for invitation to unite with us in commemorat-

ing the approaching Sabbath-day of our Independence and lib-

erty. TVe but express the sincere sentiments of our minds

when we say that your presence with us on that interesting

occasion would afford us the highest gratification. The im-

portant service which you rendered to the Democracy of the

country, as a member of the United States Senate under the

Polk administration, and the firm position which you have

taken in favor of Pierce and King, our nominees for the

offices of President and Yice-President of the United States,

induce us to hope much from you in the great canvass which

is upon us. Hence we most cordially invite you to honor us

with your presence and to address us on that day."
Some idea of the amount of work done during that summer

and autumn by General Dix may be formed from his memo-
randum of appointments to speak. It is a5 foUows :
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Tammany Ilall : Ratification Speech published.

Newburgh,N.Y July gQ.
j

l^O-OOO copies published
/ by rsational Committee.

White Plains, K Y Aug. 7.

Hillsborough, N. n " 19. Speech published.

Trenton, N.J Sept. 15.

Augusta, Me "
22.

Washington Valley Oct. 5.

Kingston
"

11.

Utica "
13.

Onondaga Hollow "
14.

SenecaFalls "
15.

Eome "
IG.

Pulaski "
18.

Fulton "
19.

Oswego
"

20.

Manlius " 21.

Ogdensburgh
" 23.

Watcrtown " 25.

Brookfield " 26.

Sangerfield
" 29.

The autumn elections bronglit victory to the Democrats.

The ront of the Whigs under their gallant and distinguished

leader, Major -
general Winfield Scott, was complete : four

States only were carried by his friends. It was one of those

sweeping triumphs which result from the perfect union of a

party, and place the successful candidates under a moral obli-

gation of the strongest kind to all who have aided in making
the victory complete.

Franklin Pierce, the fourteenth President of the United

States, was a native of the State of New Hampshire ;
he came

of one of its most respected families
;
an ancestor fought in the

War of the Revolution
;
the descendants were Democrats of

the Jackson school. A lawyer by profession, he had repre-

sented his native town in the Legislature and liis State in the

Senate
;
he had also seen service in the army under General

Scott during the operations against the city of Mexico. In

view of the hereditary and traditional sympathies between
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the President-elect and General Dix, tlieir personal relations,

and the eminent services rendered by the latter in promoting
the election of the former, it was not surprising that General

Dix should have received a message from General Pierce,

soon after the announcement of the result of the election,

requesting him to come to him at once. Xor was it strange

that, at the interview which took place at General Pierce's

residence at Concord, General Dix should have been inform-

ed that he had been selected as Secretary of State under the

new administration. This communication was made by the

President-elect in a very cordial manner, and with the farther

statement that, of all men in the country, there was none

whom he more earnestly desired to have connected with his

administration. These expressions were received by Gen-

eral Dix with assurances of his wish to aid the President in

every way in his power; and they parted with an under-

standing which could not have been more clear.

As soon as this became known, however, an intrigue com-

menced, with a view to compel the President to abandon his

design. The opposition came, first, from the extreme South-

em politicians, and, secondly, from the Hunker section of the

Is^orthem Democracy. In assaults of this character men are

seldom scrupulous as to the weapons to be employed. The
President was told that the proposed appointment would be

a fatal, and probably an irretrievable, mistake
;
that the ad-

ministration must be thoroughly loyal to Southern interests
;

that on every point in which those interests had been or

might be involved the Cabinet must be a unit
;
that the sui>

port of Southern Senators and Congressmen could not be ex-

pected if a prominent Free-soiler were at the President's right
hand. One can easily imagine what kind of argument and

influence would be employed under those circumstances, and

with what vigor the screws would be applied to the individ-

ual thus placed upon the rack by way of inducement to

change his mind and break a promise.
General Pierce had not the force of character to enable
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him to resist this pressure. A second interview took place,

at which he began, with embarrassment, by intimating that it

was possible that his action had been precipitate. General

Dix, who was aware of the intrigue, and regarded it as likely

to prove successful, hastened to the relief of the President,

assuring him that he anticij^ated what he was about to say,

and that he released him at once from any sense of obligation

founded on what had previously occurred. The President

could not withhold his thanks for the manner in which his

intended apologies had been arrested, and the j)ainful inter-

view terminated.

For this first breach of faith it is thought that his old op-

ponents among the Democracy of !New York were mainly

responsible. I have already observed that their persistency

in supporting Mr. Marcy as a candidate for the Presidency
was not the result of an exj)ectation that he could be nom-

inated, but rather of a hope to secure the chief place for him

in the Cabinet. When the interview at Concord took place

Mr. Marcy was absent on a visit to Florida for the benefit of

the health of a member of his family. The intrigue against

General Dix began soon after his return to the North
;
and

when the Cabinet was announced his name was sent to the

Senate as tlie President's nominee for Secretary of State.

These coincidences are, to say the least of it, impressive.

Great indignation was felt at this breach of faith by the

friends of General Dix
;
and it may be supposed that the

President himself was conscious of a certain degree of shame

at the way in which he had treated his old friend. But per-

sonal considerations were not the only ones involved
;
a large

section of the Democratic party was thus aggrieved, and, as

it were, officially informed that it was to consider itself as

proscribed by the new administration. It was, then, with a

double motive that a movement was immediately begun, hav-

ing for its object to atone to General Dix for the indignity

offered to him, and to secure for his friends a recognition at

"Washington. But, as soon as he heard of this design, he
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wrote an earnest protest against it so far as he himself was

involved :

" New York, March 9, 1S53.

"Mt dear SrR,
—I have just returned from Philadelphia, and found

your favor of the 5th inst.

" Tou say you intend to present my name to the President for a for-

eign mission. I beg you not to do so. After all that has occurred, such

an appointment, if made at all, should be voluntarily tendered. I would

not, under any other circumstances, even take an acceptance under con-

sideration. Excuse my haste, and believe me, sincerely yours,
" JoH>- A. Dix.

"Hon. Prestos Kisg."

The invitation came, however, freely tendered, and again

by the President : he was offered the mission to France.

Satisfied that the circnmstances absolved liira from anv re-

sponsibility save that of mere acceptance or refusal
; knowing

that he had not sought it, nor taken any steps, directly or

indirectly, to obtaia it
;
and yet not without much hesitation

and careful consideration, he finally concluded to accede to

the President's desire, and informed him that he was willing

to go abroad.

The time fixed was early in the summer of that year. The
President happened to be, for the moment, in embarrassment

about the Treasury in the city of Xew York
;

it was without

a head, and he could not immediately nominate. He there-

fore requested General Dix, as a matter of personal favor to

himself, to hold the office for a few weeks, untU the date of

his sailing for France. This proposition was most distasteful

in every way ; still, always unselfish and ready to sacrifice his

convenience to oblige others, he agreed to render the Presi-

dent the temporary service thus demanded of him, and en-

tered on his duties at the Treasury. Meanwhile passage was

taken for Havre, preparations for a four years' residence

abroad were made, and every arrangement was completed
which an anticipated absence from home renders necessary.
But political intrigue was instantly resumed, and again

with complete success. I shall not pursue the details of this

I.—IS
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miserable business. The opposition now came, or appears
to have come, mainly from certain Southern ^politicians.*

Among them a Senator from Mississijipi was particularly ac-

tive. Charges which they must have known to be false were

made by prominent individuals—such, for example, as this :

that General Dix was an abolitionist, and that the adminis-

tration would be untrue to the South by allowing a man
of that fanatical and extreme party to represent it abroad.

]^othing could have been more untrue. "Whatever the mer-

its of the abolitionists and their claims on the respect and

admiration of posterity, one thing was perfectly clear and

well known to every statesman, JS^orth and South—that Gen-

eral Dix was not of that school, but had invariably, from the

beginning of his political career, opposed their designs. His

vote had been given in the Senate for the admission of Texas

to the Union
;
he had endorsed the union of the Democratic

party on the basis of the Compromise measures introduced

by Mr. Clay; he was in favor of the surrender of fugitive

slaves ;t he had given his cordial support to the administra-

tion. There was no ground for the charge that he was an

abolitionist
;

as little for suspicion of his sincerity in adher-

ing to the Baltimore platform and desiring the removal of

the question of slavery from the national politics. "When,

therefore, I find prominent Southern politicians denouncing

* See Appendix, No. IV.

t
" The Northern States have been repeatedly charged in this debate,

and on many previous occasions, with aggression and viohitions of the

Constitutional compact in their action on the subject of slavery. "With

regard to the surrender of fugitive slaves—the case most frequently

cited—it is possible that there may have been some action, or inaction,

in particular States, not in strict accordance with the good faith they

ought to observe in this respect. I know not how it is
;
but we know

there is an effective power to legislate on this subject in Congress, and

I am sure there will be no want of co-operation on our part in carrying

out the requirements of the Constitution by providing all reasonable

means for executing them."— U. S. Senate Debates, July 20, 1848.
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Hm as they did, my conclnsion is that they must have had

another and a deeper design. Their real objection was not on

the score of abolitionism. They kne\r as well as lie did that

it could not be sustained. The fact was this, that Secession

was already in their thoughts ;
that steps had even then been

taken toward a dissolution of the Union, and that they feared

the influence of one who might be counted on as their enemy
if it came to the question of asserting the right of individual

States to withdraw, forcibly if necessary, and set up a sepa-

rate government under a separate flag.

The vile charges of "mercenary motives" and "personal

debasement" which, in addition to that of abolitionism, were

freely made against General Dix, drew forth an able and con-

vincing defence from his friends, both Xorth and South : but

though these insinuations were repeUed, the influence exerted

to prevent the President from nominating him to the French

mission was too strong to be resisted. In fact, the place was

wanted for an eminent gentleman from the State of Virginia.

About the 1st of June rumors were current in Xew York

that a very strong opposition was made to the appointment of

General Dix as Minister to France. By the middle of the

month these had assumed so definite a shape that he was con-

strained to believe them to be weU-founded. He addressed a

letter to the Hon. K. McClelland on the subject, in which

he says :

• Let me say, first, that I have not sought the appointment in question,

and that its chief value in my estimation would be the evidence it would

furnish of the President's confidence.
" My object in -writing to you is to ascertain, if I can, what the opposi-

tion amounts to. I do not desire any information which you cannot

with the strictest propriety give. If I know its source and its extent, I

can judge better what is its motive, and whether it is due to myself to

attempt to correct misrepresentation, or whether my self-respect demands

that I should let it have its course.
'• The President is fully acquainted with my position, and can refute

any misstatement which comes to his ears,

" I supposed the question of free-soilism was settled on my nomination
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to the ofBce I now hold
;
and it was only the consideration that I had

been made instrumental to the good of the Democratic party which rec-

onciled me to a place utterly repugnant to my wishes and tastes, and

exceedingly prejudicial to my private interests. If this question is to be

re-opened I shall regard myself as having suffered in vain, I have the

materials of self-vindication in my own hands, but I will not use them
to procure an appointment I do not ask. In defence of the appointment,
if made, I can do so without any sacrifice of my self-respect.

"
Cordially, your friend, John A. Dix."

The spring and summer passed away, and it became quite

certain tliat the nomination to the French mission would not

be made. The General was prepared for this fresh affront,

but his sense of duty triumphed over that of a keenly-felt

personal indignity, and he strove to screen the administration

from the criticism which it merited. The following letter

was addressed to one of those personal friends, himself an

officer in the United States I!^aval Service, whose indignation,

if not restrained, might have carried him beyond bounds :

"
Private.

"New York, August 29, 1853.

"My dear
,

—The President will violate his pledge to me and

give the mission to France to some one else. Mr. Flagg and I have

considered this settled since the middle of June (before I had been in

this office a month)—not that the President so intended at that time,

but we knew he was giving ear to counsels which would be too power-
ful for his firmness of purpose. A politician is like a woman : he must

resist the first accents of seduction, or he is lost.

"I write you this in advance of the public annunciation of the result,

in order that you may prepare yourself, by suitable discipline of feeling,

to take it calmly. Whatever others may do, I must entreat you to keep

quiet, as I intend to do myself It is too grave a matter to be met with

any exhibition of ill-temper.

"I consider the honor of the administration at stake; for the Presi-

dent told me that every member of his Cabinet was in favor of my ap-

pointment. We must remember that he is the head of the Democratic

party and tlie Chief Magistrate of the country, and that the public repu-

tation will be impaired by the act of bad faith he is about to commit.

Should we not, then, as good citizens, rather cover it up, if we can, than
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expose it and furnish a subject of public scandal to our enemies ? This

is my wish
;
and no one has so large a personal interest in the question

as myself. The mission, as you know, is of no consequence to me
;
and

if the President had written to me frankly, as he was bound on every

principle to do, saying that he considered it important to his adminis-

tration or to himself to make some other disposition of the appointment,

I should have told him at once to do with it as he pleased. But, instead

of communicating with me directly, he has, since the last of June, been

conversing with a number of persons who have come to me, by his de-

sire, to repeat what he said to them—that I had. better decline the ap-

pointment
—that my views on the slavery question were not sufficiently

understood—that I might not be confirmed by the Senate, etc. Besides

the awkwardness of declining an appointment before it is formally ten-

dered, I never could consent to withdraw on the grounds above assigned.

It would be a confession of their validity, which I do not admit,
" In respect to the office I hold I have no concern. I have requested

the President to release me from it. If he does not, I shall send him a

formal resignation of a place which I accepted most unwillingly on a

condition—a condition he does not intend to fulfil. Under these cir-

cumstances I have no fears that I shall not be allowed to retire at an

early day.
" I write in great haste, and have no time to copy. My sole object is

to entreat you, as my fnend, to be silent when you see the appointment
to France announced. Yours ever,

" JoHX A. Dix."

Later in the summer (August 20, 1853) General Dix re-

ceived a letter from tlie President, requesting an interview

"on matters of interest to liim." Tlie invitation was politely

declined, witli a counter-request to be immediately relieved of

his duties as Assistant Treasurer. His course in declining to

see the President received the cordial approval of his friends.

The end of this wretched business, discreditable to the ad-

ministration and to those who succeeded in thus leading the

President to a second breach of his promise, came in due time.

The name of the Hon. John Y. Mason, of Yirginia, was sent

to the Senate
;
he was immediately confirmed as Minister to

the French Court
;
and Cerberus, propitiated with this addi-

tional sop, was for the moment satisfied.

Upon the whole I think it a matter of congratulation that
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tlie well-meant efforts of President Pierce to strengthen liis

administration by connecting General Dix witli it did not

succeed. I liave no doubt of tlie sincerity of tlie President :

subsequent acts attested it. But lie could not do what he

wished, and was forced to submit to circumstances. What

might have been the result if my father—with his devotion

to the Union, and his vigorous way of dealing with some

questions
—had been in the Cabinet, is matter for conjecture.

The policy pursued through those four years deepened the

trouble and darkened the prospect in front. That unfortu-

nate administration helped by almost every measure to pre-

pare the way for the Civil "War
;

it heightened the fever

already burning in the political system. Those were forma-

tive years, during which disaster was pressing forward d pas
de cliarge. Looking back to them, and seeing how the tide

then ran, and how fast the ship of state was driving, I do

not regret that my father was in retirement. "When at

length he reappeared on the stage of events it was easier to

see the way, to know what ought to be said, and to do what

must be done.
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YII.

The arrangements for a removal to Europe and a residence

abroad, "which had been made when the President ofiered the

mission of France to General Dix, were carried into effect

notwithstanding the unexpected action of the administration.

On the 22d of October, 1S53, a part of the family sailed for

Havre in the steamship Humboldt, whose commander, Cap-
tain Lines, is still remembered as a popular oflScer and a thor-

ough seaman. General Dix, having business which detained

him in Xew York, deferred his departure till the following

year. One of the party on the Uumboldt was Mi's. Morgan.
She had been very iU at Manursing Island during the sum-

mer; it was hoped that the sea -voyage would restore her

health, and this appeared to be the result, for no one on the

ship seemed brighter or happier than she. On the 5th of

November she remained in the cabin till an unusually late

hour of the evening, playing her favorite game of whist, and

afterward joining in the general conversation with more than

her usual vivacity. That night she was found unconscious in

her state-room, and at two o'clock a.m. of the Tth, as the ship
was entering the Roads of Havre, her soul departed.

The body, having been embalmed, was placed in a metallic

coffin, and sent home by the same vessel. Ill-fated ship ! On
the return voyage she went ashore near Halifax. The wreck

did not break up at once
;
there was time to secure what could

be saved. On the 9th my father was notified by a telegram
from the scene of the disaster that the coffin had been recov-

ered. It was brought to Xew York by the steamer Marion,
and received by us on the 22d of December. The following
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day (Friday), at 10 a.m., the body, after its dread passage from

coast to coast, and its temporary loss in the sea, was at length
laid reverently in the family vault in Trinity Church-yard.
Few persons were j)i'esent besides the General and myself.
The weather was inexpressibly dreary

—
gloomy, and dark,

with a heavy wind from the raw north-east, and a dull, steady
rain. Others, alas ! had reason to remember that day. The

wind shifted in the afternoon and came out from the north-

west, blowing with fury, as a gale from that quarter always
does when it begins. At sunset a long line of clear sky ap-

peared under the rapidly lifting curtains of the previous storm.

It betokened trouble on the deep. Among the ill-fated vessels

out that awful night was the steamship San Francisco. She

sailed from ISTew York, December 21, for San Francisco, via

the Straits of Magellan, having on board the Third Regiment
U. S. Artillery, Colonel Gates commanding ; Major Merchant,
Lieutenant-colonel Washington, and other officers, Avith their

Mdves and children. She was struck by the storm off the

I^orth Carolina coast, and foundered a day or two after-

ward. Rarely has a disaster of that kind produced a more

painful sensation; the city was filled with consternation at

the accounts of the horrible scenes attending the destruction

of so many brave men and helpless women and children, and

for years that awful night was remembered with a shudder.

The winter of 1853-54 was spent by my father in I^ew

York. I was in Philadelphia at that time, connected with St.

Mark's Church, as one of the assistant ministers, under the

Rev. Joseph P. B. Wilmer, D.D., afterward Bishop of Louis-

iana. My father came occasionally to Philadelphia, where he

was welcomed by old friends. Among these was Mrs. Eliza-

beth Biddlc, at whose house he sometimes stayed : a very

charming and accomplished woman, the daughter of Mr. Jo-

seph Ilopkinson, and a descendant of one of the signers of

the Declaration of Independence.

Always busy, and devoted to his home circle, the General

spent some time that winter in prejDaring a series of papers
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on tlie liistorj of Rome, its soldiers and statesmen, its poets

and pliilosopliers ;
eacli of tliese papers •when finished was

sent to the family, for their entertainment and instmction,

during their residence in the Eternal Citj. He would have

them to be students together with him, and, though absent,

he thus pleasantly allied himself with their pursuits, and kept
in constant communion with them.

Meanwhile trouble thickened about the path of the admin-

istration. "Within ten montlis after the inauguration of Presi-

dent Pierce a rude shock was given to the hopes of peace and

security founded on his election. The act of 1S20, known as

the ^^Missouri Corapromise^'' was always regarded by i!s^orth-

em statesmen as a kind of palladium of national quiet, and as

settling the slavery question fairly and equitably by admitting
Missouri as a slave-holding State, but forever excluding sla-

very nortli of 36° 30'. In the month of January, 1854, Mr.

Stephen A. Douglas brought a bill into the Senate of the

United States repealing the latter branch of that compro-
mise in the case of the States of Kansas and I^ebraska, to be

formed out of territory part of which lay north of the line.

The bill provided, indeed, that it should be left to the inhabi-

tants of that region to detennine the question of slavery or

freedom for themselves, but it removed the prohibition of

thirty-four years' standing. This bill, opposed by Thomas H.
Benton in the House of Representatives, and by Messrs.

Chase, Sumner, Seward, and Houston in the Senate, passed
both Houses of Congress, however, the majority in the Senate

being 37 over 14, and the vote in the House being very close,

113 to 100. A great sensation was produced by these pro-

ceedings. Mr, Francis P. Blair wrote to General Dix on the

subject as follows :

" From my present impressions of things I infer that we
are to have a renewed contest for the ascendency of slavery

over freedom, which will shake the pillars of the Confederacy.
The Soutli finds it so easy to purchase support in the Xorth

by pandering to the ambition of leaders in the Xorth, who



284 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS BIX.

manage tlie people tliroiigh tlie corrupt convention system,
tliat she will set np for dominion over the !North, as England
now does in Ireland, by buying up leaders. I hope there

will be honest patriots enough found to resist it, and that the

present aggression will be rebuked. I am willing to devote

the balance of my life to this object. I would not hesitate

to put myself on the tread-mill of a press and declare war

against all the conspirators, high and low, if I could hope it

would avail anything."
The views of General Dix on the Nebraska bill are ex-

pressed in the following letter :

" New York, February 25, 1854.

" My dear Sir,
—Your letter came to me at Philadelphia a few days

ago.
" I consider the movement in favor of the repeal of the Missouri Com-

promise an act of equally bad policy and bad faith. We were told that

the Compromise of 1850 was " a finality
"—that there was to be no more

slavery legislation
— that the Missouri Compromise disposed of the

Louisiana Territory
—that the Comjiromise of 1850 disposed of the ter-

ritory acquired from Mexico—and that there was nothing left to quarrel

about. We assented to the compromise measures of 1850 with this dis-

tinct understanding. The country assented to them for the sake of re-

pose from the slavery agitation. The Nebraska bill violates this under-

standing and disturbs this repose. The Compromise of 1850 would never

have received the assent of Congress or the people, if they had been told

that it was to annul the Missouri Compromise and re-open the slavery

question.

"The Nebraska bill allows the people of that Territory to have slaves

if they will. This is not the end. Some of the Southern men already

contend that the people of a Territory have no right to exclude slaves

from it—that slave-holders have a right to take their slaves into any Ter-

ritory of the United States and hold them there, whether the people of

the Territory wish it or not. This will be the next movement, and I fear

there are Northern politicians who, for tlie sake of office, will yield the

point.
"
I am in favor of adhering to all the compromises lionestly and faith-

fully
—to the Missouri Compromise in respect to the laws over a Territory,

and to the Compromise of 1850 in respect to the territory acquired from

Mexico—I stand by them all, for the sake of honor, truth, and domestic

peace. There is no safety in any other course—none for us and none for
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the South—for if one compromise is good for nothing, tlie others are

•worthless, as time will inevitably show.

" I am mortified and grieved at this state of things. It is bad in prin-

ciple, worse in policy, and good in nothing.
" You ask me what General Pierce's opinion is. I do not know. Some

say he is for the repeal of the ilissouri Compromise—others as confident-

ly that he is against it. I should be very sorry to diflFer with the Presi-

dent and his Cabinet on any question, for I look to them with confidence

for sound financial measures, and these arc always of vital importance to

good government. But I regard this question as one of high obligation

and good faith, and I am against the Nebraska bill, whoever may be for

it. In the mere practical concerns of government it is sometimes a duty

to yield to the opinions of those with whom we act, but never in mat-

ters involving essential principles. I write in great haste, and not for

publication. I need not add, I am always your friend,
" JoiDf A. Dix.

"Hon. Jas.C. Curtis."

Writing to Colonel Benton, April 15, 1854, he expresses

the doubt he felt as to the best way of dealing with this new

diflSculty, and gives very distinctly his views as to the blunder

committed in the Free-soil movement of 1818 :

" Mr. Tan Buren has written and spoken freely against the

repeal of the Missouri Compromise as proposed by the Ne-

braska bill
;
and he made a movement in favor of a meeting

of the leading Democrats in the city of !N^ew York to express
their views on the subject. But it was found that they would

consist mainly of the old Free-soil leaders, and it was thought

by most of us that such a meeting would do more harm than

good. The unfortunate union with the "Whigs at Bulfalo in

1818 has disqualified us for any useful service as leadere in

any great party movement, partaking in any degree of a sec-

tional character. I say us, although you are well aware that

I disapproved of that union, and did all I could to prevent it.

I mention this fact in confinnation of the opinion I have ex-

pressed that Mr. Y. B. has been from the beginning opposed
to the repeal of the Missouri Compromise. He has spoken
and written against it, and was desirous of taking part in a

public demonstration against it."
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Tlie following spring I resigned my position at St. Mark's

Church, Philadelphia, and went abroad, "to join the rest of

our family in Italy. 1 took passage on the steamship Aj^ctic,

Captain Luce, another of the ill-fated Collins line, and des-

tined to a more terrible destruction than the Humboldt^ her

sister ship. It was my intention to have returned to the

United States in the autumn, in the same vessel, but a change
of plans saved me from being involved in the horrible calam-

ity so well remembered, and, perhaps, from perishing with

the rest. Late in the month of May I met my people at

Leghorn ;
we went thence to the Bagni di Lucca, where we

passed the summer. The region is one of the most beautiful

that can be imagined ;
the hills are high, and coA^ered with a

magnificent foliage of chestnuts, oaks, and other forest trees.

The Serchio winds its way among them, a mere rivulet in the

dry season, but in the spring and winter a deep, strong flood.

There were three hotels at the Bagni, two on this side of the

river, and the third just opposite
—the "Europe," at which

we stayed, the "
Cardinali," and the "

]!*^icolai," The pro-

prietor of these three houses was an ex-officer of ^Napoleon's

army ;
he conducted his little realm with a military precision

which was not only admirable but somewhat amusing. Five

minutes before the dinner-hour mine host aj)peared at the

front-door of the "
Europe," his hand on a bell-roj^e, and his

eye on the front-doors of the other two hotels
;
four minutes

before the dinner-hour a sub-lieutenant (as it were) appeared
in the door of the "

Cardinali," and a similar officer at that of

the "Nicolai," each with his hand on a bell-rope, and each

fixing his eyes on the chief. Precisely at the first stroke of

four the three bell-ropes were jerked, and a tremendous clat-

ter awoke the echoes up and down. Everything else was

managed in the same formal and exact way, the bustling

Frenchman all the while beaming with good-humor, swelling

with importance, and directing operations as if a division of

the grande armee were under his command.

The Baths of Lucca were, and I believe are still, a favorite
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place of summer resort. Among our friends were Mr. and

Mrs. Thomas Crawford, wlio, with their children, occupied an

apartment not far from our hotel. A most original character

was also there, a Mrs. Stisted, the wife of General Stisted, an

old Peninsular officer
;
she had written a book or two, occa-

sionally gave an entertainment, and conducted herseK in an

eccentric manner. The contrast in size between herself and

her husband was striking ;
she took a certain pleasure in ob-

serving his extremely emaciated appearance, remarking on

one occasion that he looked like
" the shadow of a fishing-

pole." Mrs, Stisted was an object of continual interest,

whether she appeared in her landau, driving up and down

the smooth roads, or taking a constitutional with attending

lackeys, or devoutly engaged in the service at the English
church. That edifice, fearfully plain, and as unlike a house

of God as it could be made, was served by a chaplain of Irish

blood and extreme evangelical views. Although I was there

three months, and never missed a service at the chapel, he did

not honor me with the slightest fraternal recognition, having

observed, doubtless, that my clerical coat was of that peculiar

cut which the English of the period used to designate as the
" M. B.," or " Mark of the Beast." Times have changed for

the better since that day, and I question whether the clergy

of our Church, be their schools what they may, could now be

guilty of such incivility to each other.

"We left the Bagni on the first day of September, at six

o'clock in the morning, and at half-past one that afternoon

found ourselves in Florence, at a hotel in the Piazza Santa

Trinita. On the 30th the General arrived, and a joyful re-

union of the family occurred. "VTe were happy in being all

together once more and again, after the lapse of ten years, in

the city of Era Angelico and Giotto, and near the Uffizi, the

Pitti, the blooming Cascine, and the heights of San Miniato

and Fiesole. The autumn passed rapidly away, and the time

drew near for a return to Pome for the winter.

On the 8th of December of that year the new dogma of
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tlie Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Yirgin Mary was

to be officially proclaimed, and thenceforth, under the dire

penalties of excommunication, to be bound on the consciences

of Eoman Catholics as an article of the Christian faith. Re-

port of the ceremonies with which this announcement was to

be celebrated going forth on QYery wind attracted multitudes

to Rome. Desirous of being present and witnessing the ex-

traordinary scenes, I set out, in advance of the family, on the

27tli of November, and travelled by malle-jposte to Rome,

passing through Siena and Radicofani, and arriving at the

Porta del Popolo at half-past 3 a.m. of the 29th. I was ill

wdien I left Florence, and worse when I finished the journey ;

and after a day or two of fighting against the inevitable

found myself in bed, in my room in the Hotel Spillman, in

the Yia della Croce, burning up with tyj^hoid fever. Word
was sent to Florence by the physician who had been called

to me, and in a few days the family arrived. I was in bed

forty days and nights, and did not leave my room till March

of the following year. The 8th of December came
;
1 had a

confused sense of the ringing of bells and the roar of cannon
;

but it was like a dream of one knows not what. One day I

asked my father—looking at his calm, quiet face, with the

earnest expression in it which had then become habitual—
how near we were to Christmas

;
and he told me that it was

long past, and that we were near the middle of the first

month of the new year.

I cannot think of those terrible weeks without profound
emotion. Under God I owed my life to my fathers untiring

watchfulness and tenderness. For twenty-five nights in suc-

cession he never left me, and never slej)t. By day he slept a

while and took a brisk walk outside the city walls, but all niglit

long, night after niglit, he kept his vigil by my side. Some-

thing was to be done every half-hour, and he would trust no

one in that critical time of the twenty-four liours, wherein, if

the attendant bo careless or forgetful, a man's soul may pass

away.
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What "svent on that -vdnter I know only from report of

others
;

it was a blank in mj life. From that peculiar type

of the disease one recovers, if at all, a mere wreck in body and

mind. I could not remember anything that had occurred
;

memory and the power of thought seemed to be lost for the

time
; slowly they came back, and the past rose up again dis-

tinct and clear.

The French were then in occupation of Home. Detach-

ments marched out of the city every morning for drill be-

yond the walls; the crash of the drum corps was heard al-

ways about a certain hour, or the loud, clear ringing of the

buffles blowing at the head of the column. The men had

the bright, easy, nonchalant air of their nation, and passed

jaimtily up and down the Corso, as if they had not a care or

serious thought. Sometimes things would happen to stir the

dull surface of commonplace life. Under the mild sway of

the Papacy capital punishment was never inflicted
;
but dur-

ing the French occupation the rule was changed, and execu-

tions were done under military direction. One morning two

criminals were put to death. Several days in advance pla-

cards on the walls of houses and at the comers of the streets

announced the impending tragedy, and requested prayers for

the souls of the doomed men. The General had never seen

the guillotine in operation. He went in the gray dawn and

obtained a place close by the macliine of death. After wit-

nessing the proceedings he came home and ate his breakfast

as usual- He was, apparently, a man without nerves, and al-

ways as calm as a morning in summer, whatever the affair in

hand might be.

It was far on in April before I was able to travel: by
that time, however, we had another invalid in the party. The

impression made on my mother by my illness, and by the

dread of its fatal termination, was so great that, on my recov-

ery, she broke utterly down. Our anxieties were now for

her; she had not been in so critical a state since the yeai

1842, when they went to Madeira to save her life. It was

I.—19
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under these depressing circumstances that the General took

his departure from Eome, on the 8th day of May ;
but the

journey then undertaken proved a delightful one, and facili-

tated the recovery of the invalids. It abounded in entertain-

ing incidents
;
and a journal, freely illustrated with caricature

sketches, was kept by one of the party. A few extracts, with

fac-similes of some of the grotesque drawings, may amuse the

reader. The settino- out is thus described :

" On Monday, the Yth of May, 1855, the Family Dix were

all awake and flying around at an unusually early hour. The

morning was cloudy, and rain had already fallen, so that their

spirits were somewhat dull
;
but the General consoled them

by an Irish proverb to this effect, that '
if it rains before seven

in the morning, the divil a bit will it rain that day.' Break-

fast having been despatched, the important information came

that our vetturino, Marcelin Havel, was at the door, and the

process of packing the trunks was commenced.
" Some time before we started we saw from the window two

large carriages, heavily laden, driving up the Corso. Their

occupants were an English family of the name of 'Dod-

worth,' consisting of thirteen persons. As they saw our car-

riage still standing at the door we observed grins of satisfac-

tion lighting up their countenances, as it is reckoned desira-

ble to get off first and keep ahead. We felt rather down in

the mouth at this, ])ut subsequent events restored our spirits

completely.

"As we arrived at the Piazza del Popolo we saw another

vettura coming up behind us, a discovery which afforded us

no small satisfaction, as we found ourselves not the last.

Passing through the old gate, we left Rome with varied feel-

ings of pleasure and regret.

"Nothing of much importance occurred, except that it

rained, in spite of the Irish proverb, and pretty fast, too.

The great discovery of the morning was that of three '

uglies,'

which L liad caused to be prepared some three weeks be-
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fore, and whicli were now for the first time displayed, much
to M 's discomfiture, who had, for the rest of the journev,

those dreadful objects constantly before him.
" At one o'clock we arrived at Sette Yene, the first stop-

ping-place, where we ordered a ' fork-breakfast.' At this sta-

tion we overhauled the Dodworths, or ' Dodworth's Band,' as

they were familiarly termed
;
and presently after our arrival

came up the other carriage before referred to. C went

down and scraped acquaintance with the people. He found

that it was the family of a gentleman from Bengal goiug on

to Florence.
" Breakfast being finished, we started again about three

o'clock. In about two hours and a half we found ourselves

at Civita Castellana, an uninteresting place. Fortunately, we
arrived at the hotel on the very heels of the Dodworths, and

found the innkeeper puzzled to death to know what to do

with them
; when, seeing our comparatively small party, it

probably occurred to him to solve in some degree the compli-
cated problem by instantly showing us to an apartment ;

in

which, for about half an hour after we had been comfortably

ensconced, we could see various members of the unhappy
Dodworth family walking distractedly up and down, and

could hear the still perplexed landlord ejaculating,
' Sono

dieci padroni !'
"

The next day they resolved on an early start.

"
Breakfasting at half-past six, we were off by seven. "What

of that ? Dodworth's Band and the Bengal tiger had started

by five or thereabouts !

" The rain had ceased
;

the day was very warm, with a

bright and unmitigated sun. We passed through some lovely

scenery, and for at least an hour after our departure were near

that most beautiful of mountains immortalized by Horace in

his ode :

' Vidcs ut alta stet niye candiJum

Soracte V

"M made several sketches of it as we passed rapidly
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along. "We also descended into an exquisite valley at a place
wliere a tremendous battle was fouglit between 8000 Frencli-

men under Macdonald and 40,000 ISTeapolitans ; but, wbile all

were gazing at tlie majestic ruins of the Castle of Borghetto,
the discovery was made that one of the party was calmly oc-

cupied in perusing a little story called '

Daisy Burns.' So

great was the general indignation that she put down her

book, and for a time looked at the view, like everybody else."

That day they passed through Terni, and struck a region of

enormous beds.
" At Terni was the most tremendous bed that ever we saw :

there was room in it for at least five persons. The beds all

along this road were very pecul-

iar
; they grew higher and high-

er, till, at the last two stations,

we had to climb into them on

chairs."

On the third day they crossed

the great mountain of La Som-

ma, up which the horses were

helped by yokes of oxen. Ar-

JL—k l
'

i^^v'''^ ti.'-.l;^j^^

l

riving at Spoleto, "the first

I -_.|>^ jK ^ thing we saw as we drove up
to the inn was several heads of

the Dodworths thrust from the windows above, and serenely

contemplating us. They and the Bengalese had already ar-

rived, of course."

Toligno was the resting-place that night.
" The inn, like all along the route, was wanting in the com-

fort of carpets. This defect we attempted to supply by put-

ting our shawls on the bare brick floors, and then sitting

round in a ring, with our feet on them—a particularly droll

sight."

The fourth day brought them to Perugia, where
" the party

sallied forth in search of tlic works of Pietro Perugino, hav-

ing previously ascertained from 'Murray' that the principal
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ones were in the Exchange and one or two other specified

places. And now occurred accidents worthy to be recorded,

not npon parchment, but upon brass. The General assured us

that he knew perfectly well the position of the Sala del Cam-

hio, and was so confident about it that we followed him with

no hesitation. He led us to a building venerable enough to

be any sala in the world, and asked the sentry who stood at

the door where Perugino's frescoes were to be found. The

man appearing to be hopelessly in the dark on this point, we
entered the gloomy building, and were assailed by a small and

ragged boy, who answered our incoherent inquiries by equally

GUIDED BY THE GENERAL, WE GO IN SEARCH OF PERCGIXO'S FBESCOES, ASD BRIXG

rP AT THE CITY PRISON'.

incoherent answers. Thus we went on, up one pair of stairs,

and down a long passage, in which were notliing but small

doors, and then up another and another flight, and down di-

vers passages, expecting every moment to arrive at the door

of the majestic Hall of Exchange ;
when at last we brought
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up, boy and all, at the end of a dark corridor. There was an

iron grating, and outside stood an ill-favored man, regarding
us with amazement, in which we found ourselves sharers with

himself. At last the silence was broken by his question,
' Cosa vogliono V Yogliono vedere i prigionieri V

" The truth was, that the General had ingeniously guided us

to the door of the Criminal Prison, and the frescoes of Peru-

gino danced as ignes fatui before our confused minds. How
cheap we felt, how astounded the spectators were, how the

sentry and the laundress of the prison grinned, and how
M blew up the ragged boy as we slowly retired in con-

fusion, may be left to the imagination."
On leaving Perugia they at last got to the front of the

procession.

"We had experienced much annoyance thus far. The

Bengal man generally started an hour before us, but, as we
had better horses, we invariably overtook him. It is a point
of honor with the vetturini not to pass each other on the

road
;

so we were obliged to tug on behind, and got in much
later than we should otherwise have done. On this occasion,

however, by a skilful manoeuvre we got the start, and were

thenceforth ahead of the whole field, the Dodworths having
been left hull -down, for we never heard of them or saw

them again on the journey."
The next night was spent on the shores of the beautiful

and historic Lake Thrasymene, and thence, passing through
Arezzo and Monte Yarchi, they arrived in Florence on the

12th of May. So delighted were they with their driver, their

equipage, and the pleasant manner of the journey, that they
resolved to continue it to Nice, by way of Genoa, over the

Cornice Poad, undoubtedly the most beautiful drive in the

world. These things are now utterly lost to the general

traveller, who is whirled by rail through a region of which

it is impossible for him, in that breathless, reckless hurry,

to form a just appreciation. Far happier were we in those

days, ere the lovely coast had been j^rofaned by such im-
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^lliUyii*

TIEW IS PISA.

provements, and when the choice was between the leisurely

progress by land and a passage by steamer.

The drive from Florence to Nice began on the ITth of

May. The first day's journey brought them to Pisa. The

artist of the expedition has given

a sketch of " one of the antiquities

of the place."

At Pietra Santa they crossed

the frontier of Parma, and passed

in view of the marble moun-

tains of Carrara, and so went into

Sardinia. Beyond Sarzana they

achieved the high adventure of

the river Magra, of which a par-

ticular account is given, with an

illustration :

" It is a broad and rapid

stream, without a bridge, and too deep to ford. Arrived at

the bank, the carriage was backed down to the watei^'s edge.

All got out of it except mother and L
;
the horses were

taken off, and then eight stout men, with pantaloons rolled

up as high as they could be rolled, laid hold of the wheels,

and, plunging into the water, dragged the carriage out to a

large, flat scow-boat, into which they rolled it. As we stood

contemplating these things from the shore, and uncertain

what was coming next, other men, with a similar arrange-
ment of legs, rushed up, and, seizing us, carried us off in

their arms or on their backs, and bore us in safety to the

boat. It would be impossible to describe the feelings of

the party thus taken by surprise, but all resigned themselves

with fortitude to the trying circumstances. The horses fol-

lowed, Pavel riding one and C another
;
and so we all

got safely aboard. The boat was then poled across to the

opposite bank, where we were landed in the same extraordi-

nary manner. This thing is sometimes no joke ;
in stormy

weather it is dangerous to cross, and in the spring-time the
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river is sometimes impassable when swollen by the melting
of the snow on the mountains. Two days before we were

there no one could cross."

Sunday, May 20, was quietly spent at Spezzia, then the

naval station of the American Mediterranean squadron.
After that they passed through Borghetto and Sestri di Le-

vante, crossing spurs of the Apennines, and enjoying mag-
nificent views of the blue Mediterranean. On ascending the

CROSSING THE MAGRA.

long hills all who could walk did so, not merely to relieve the

horses, but also from preference. The only drawback was

the importunity of beggars. The General had an ingenious
method of relieving himself from these tormentors. My
mother's sobriquet was "the Principessa," a title first be-

stowed on her by the Koman beggars, who, seeing her walk-

ing about in a velvet cloak trimmed with fur, and a fur muff,

tippet, and armlets, took her for a Russian princess, and in-

voked her aid under that imj^ression. On the way up the

long hills the General, finding himself surrounded by beggars
and unable to enjoy the view, addressed them in a depreca-

tory air: "I," said he, "am only a poor pilgrim, and have

nothing for you ;
but there comes a carriage up the hill con-

taining a jprincipessa, who is very charitable
; go to her."

The effect wms magical : the pilgrim was instantly deserted,

and the whole herd scampered off to meet the approaching

carriage.

From Sestri to ]^ice the journey was on the celebrated

Cornice Road.
"
It is a lovely drive. You go winding in and out of the

bays and passing through the most enchanting scenery as one
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promontory after another is doubled, and bay after bay re-

cedes, bidding you pass along and quite ai'ound its whole

extent. The waves roll in almost under the carriage win-

dows, and the views up and down the coast extend for many
miles each way. In point of mechanical execution the road

is simply magnificent. Some of the stiffest headlands are

traversed by tunnels, and the pathway rests on solid walls, to

save it from destruction by landslips on the one side or sea-

ward storms on the other."

In a large family there is always plenty of delightful chaff.

The General afforded opportunities for this by his character-

istic habit of speaking most energetically and decidedly on

nearly every subject. One day, as we were about to start, a

loud exclamation was heard from him :
"
Xow, there is a

thing which I dislike more than anything in this world !'' A
sudden rush of the entire family was made, each anxious for

information as to this antipathy, when we perceived the

General regarding, with severe

aspect, a trunk which had hang-

ing out at the side one of the

linen straps which are used to

hold the top steady when open.
All took warning for the fut-

ure. The trunk was opened, the strap slipped in, and the

excitement subsided.

Passing along,
" we came to a village which struck Mrs. Dix

as so very beautiful in its position and its general aspect that

she was anxious to know its name. The General informed

her, to her surprise, that it had no name and was no place.

How he found this out we presumed not to inquire ; but,

notwithstanding its insignificance, it was thought right to

mention it in Jhe journal, and to observe that ' no place
' has

a picturesque church and graceful cottages ;
that no place is

traversed by a mountain stream spanned by a graceful bridge ;

that no place pleased us very much ; and, finally, that no place

delighted us more than any place we saw that day."
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On tlio 2Gtli of May, after leaving Genoa, they passed

tliroiigli a memorable little town, of wliicli an unpleasant ac-

count is given :

"
Cogoleto claims the honor of having given birth to Co-

lumbus, If that distinguished man had as poor fare and as

many b-d-b-gs as we were afflicted with in this place, it is

easy to see why he became discontented and went away to

try and find a new world."

Arriving at ISTice on the 29th, they remained there a week,

and then pursued the journey to Marseilles, always with their

devoted Ravel. The region is historically interesting, and

full of memories of the Emperor ^Napoleon I. : at Cannes and

Frejus these abound. The country about Cannes is lovely ;

Provence is a garden, and that is one of its most delicious

portions. The journey from Nice to Marseilles occupied
three days ;

and so delighted were the j)arty with their jour-

ney that it is placed on record as the unanimous feeling that

if there had been any means of going home to America by
land they would undoubtedly have kept Ravel, and made a

contract with him to drive them thither.

Such an arrangement, however, being impossible, resort was

had to the means of transportation commonly in use
;
and on

the 4tli day of July the General, with nearly all the family,

sailed from Havre in the steamship Arago, Captain Lines, for

home. I followed them ten days later, having spent a fort-

night in England.
The winter of 1855-56 was passed in Florida. The Gen-

eral, who disliked cold weather, found himself thoroughly

comfortable and happy, in a delicious summer climate, and

with plenty of alligators at hand whereon to try his skill as a

rifleman. Many were the remarkable exploits performed by
him on the banks of the St. John's in his pursuit of those

repulsive reptiles. The monotony of life at Dr. Benedict's

" Sanitarium " was relieved by a visit to St. Augustine, then,

as now, one of the most interesting relics of antiquity in the

United States. Its old gate-way and picturesque plaza, with
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the Eoman Catholic church on the one side and the Episco-

pal church just opposite ;
tlie sea-wall, affording a delightful

walk in the cool of the day ;
the palm-trees and tiled roofs

;

the veiled Minorcan women—all these gave an air of strange-

ness to the place. But the object of chief interest was the

fort of St. Mark, built in the days of the Spanish domination,

and at such a cost to the home government that it is related

how, on one occasion, the King, on a fresh requisition for

funds, ascended the roof of his palace in despair, and, gazing

wistfully westward, exclaimed that he thought by this time

he ougrht to see the walls rising out of the ocean. The inter-

est awakened by the sight of this relic of other days may be

inferred from a letter to the Senators from Florida a _propos

of its importance and value :

«' New York, May 10, 1856.

^^ Messrs. Yulee and Malhry, U. S. Senators from Florida:
"
Gestlemex,—Although I have just returned from Florida, where I

have passed the greater part of the last •winter -with my family, I feel

some delicacy, not being a Floridian, in writing to you on a matter

chiefly of a local nature. But, as the whole country has an interest in

it, I shall make no apology for presenting it to you.

"I allude to the condition of the old Spanish fortress at St. Augustine,
which I consider disreputable to us as a nation. There are numerous

reasons why it should be repaired and preserved. Let me state a few

of the principal ones :

"
1. It is necessary for the defence of St. Augustine, which I regard as

a most important position. Suppose us engaged in a war with Great

Britain. From the vicinity of St. Augustine to the St. John's River,

Savannah, and Charleston, it would afford great facilities for depreda-
tion on our coast and on commerce. Although the bar at the mouth.

of the harbor is in its present state an obstruction, it might by a very
little dredging be made a convenient and safe resort for vessels of light

draught; and its vicinity to the Bahama Islands would enable the

enemy with ease to supply and defend it, I know no point south of

Charleston which could be converted to so great annoyance to the

whole Southern Atlantic coast. But I need not enlarge on a subject
which you understand so much better than myself.

"
2. The fort, as a specimen of military art, desers'cs to be preserved,

and put in a state of perfect repair. I have seen few works in any
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country better calculated to illustrate on a small scale the theory of

scientific fortification. It is rapidly falling into decay, and a few years

more of neglect will complete its destruction. The wall over the case-

mates is worn away, and smug of them leak badly, though others are

yet perfect, and are used for storing ammunition. A very little expense
would arrest this process of dilapidation. The casemates secured from

moisture w^ould be perfectly dry, and suited for quarters for a garrison

in case of war. The stone of whicli the fort is constructed seems to be

admirably adapted to the purpose. It yields to cannon-balls without

breaking into fragments, as may be seen by the indentations made by
the batteries of General Oglethorpe.

"
3. As an antiquity of extraordinary merit and interest it should be

repaired and preserved. I would not incur tlie expense for this reason

alone
;
but when considerations of utility are so strongly in favor of it,

this argument may be urged to strengthen the case. It is one of the

few memorials which the discoverers of America have left on the north-

ern part of this continent, and it would be discreditable in the highest

degree to us to allow it to perish.
" In a word, as a work of military science and art, as an indispensable

protection to St. Augustine, and as a memento of those who preceded us

on this portion of the American continent, and to whose enterprise we

owe our homes and all the prosperity and greatness which after-ages

have in reserve for us, let us preserve this ancient fortress and restore it

to its pristine condition. The expense will not be great
—not half so

much as would be necessary to construct a work of one tithe of its effi-

ciency ;
and when Congress (I intend no disrespect) is scattering the

public treasure with so lavish a hand, is there not every reason to be-

lieve that a joint eflfort on your part may secure an object which is essen-

tial to the protection of the Atlantic coast south of Charleston, and in

which I feel that the good name of the country is concerned ?

" As to the barracks at the other end of the town, the sooner the gov-

ernment can get rid of them the better, especially if they can be applied

to any useful purpose. They are in the wrong place, are rapidly decay-

ing, and would not, I think, by supplying any future military want,

indemnify us for the expense of keeping them up.

"You will excuse me for bringing this subject before you. Though a

New Yorker, I may say (taking a slight liberty with the poet),
' Nihil

(Americani).'
"
I am. Gentlemen, very truly yours, John A. Dix."

A part of the following year was spent at Cormvall-on-tlic-

Iludson, a delightful summer resort, and even more attractive
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in the autumn. The scenery is perfect ;
the air pure ;

the

prospect diversified. There tlie Highlands open toward the

south, and the broad waters of Xewburgh Bay give the idea

of an inland lake bordered by stately hills. Xext to the

house at which we lodged was "
Idlewild," the residence of

Nathaniel P. Willis. His health was at that time seriously

impaired, but his manners and conversation were as charming
as ever. My mother and he felt a strong interest in each

other, as she was still very delicate, and not yet entirely re-

covered from the severe illness contracted in Kome. Many
pleasant notes came to her from the mansion on the other

side of the glen, where the trees made a perpetual twilight

above the noisy little stream that flowed below to join the

waters of the river. Of these I transcribe one or two :

" Idlewild.

" Dear >Iks. Dix,—The elements have relented toward you this morn-

ing, and the south-west wind is good for our mutual consumptions and

sorrows. It will be soft and sunny over the hills this afternoon, and I

will re-claim your tender compliance of yesterday and call for yourself

and daughter at 3 p.m. Please bring all your griefe and shawls to the

wagon with you, for I long for sympathy, and wish it to be warm.
" Do not trouble yourself to answer this, unless you are too ill to go,

" Yours very sincerely, N. P. "Willis."

"Sunday morning.
" Dear Mrs. Dix,—You have too much of the conception of genius

yourself not to be interested in seeing the author's child before birth,

and so (by way of announcing my return, alive and well) I enclose you
a proof-sheet of my leading article for next week. It is to give me an

excuse, also, for announcing to you that I propose to cross Idlewild cat-

aract at 11 A.M., and report to you my voyage of discovery to the myste-
rious Hon. Mrs. Whyte, Please have your astonishment ready.

"
It seems striving to clear off, and will achieve it by noon, I think.

Meantime, dear Mrs. Dix, I remain,
" Yours most truly, X. P. TTillis."

"Idlewild, Thursday morning.
*'My DEAR Mrs. Drs,—I have a brother named after you (Mr. Rich-

ard Willis), and it is DiclSs intention to be here to dinner to-day. He
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is, like Ins namesake, worth knowing as a variety of the human type,

and a gem of his kind
;
and we have all agreed, therefore, that you and

he must not die in ignorance of each other. To prevent this catas-

trophe I shall be at your door with my wagon at half-past one, this day,

and I trust you will let no obstacle prevent my taking charge of you for

the remainder of the daylight. I will restore you safely at your own
hour of the evening with the family wagon. We shall have some good
music after dinner. Believe me, yours most truly,

" N. P. Willis."

During those years in wliicli lie was excluded from public

life my father gave much time and thought to matters con-

nected with the development of the country. He was ac-

tively emj)loyed as one of the pioneers in the gigantic en-

terprise of uniting the Atlantic and Pacific coasts by one

continuous line of railway. On withdrawing from politics he

accepted an invitation to become President of the Chicago
and Rock Island Railroad, a post which brought much hard

work, with small pecuniary return. It gave him, however,
what he most desired, constant occupation, and filled his

active mind with large and important subjects. His jour-

neys to and from the West for several years were frequent ;

and as the work under his immediate observation grew so did

his enthusiasm increase, until he saw, by faith, the " Union

Pacific Railroad" already an accomplished fact. His speech

at Davenport, Iowa, in the month of June, 1854, in response

to that of the Mayor of that place, contains his views of the

grandeur of the work in which he was engaged. An excur-

sion was made in which some twelve hundred citizens of the

East—capitalists, merchants, statesmen, geographers, and sci-

entific men—took part. On returning from St. Anthony's
Falls to Davenport they were received with appropriate dem-

onstrations. The Mayor, in addressing them, said :

" Ladies and Gentlemen,—"VVe invite you to an entertain-

ment on this side the great water. It is not of bread, though

we could feed a multitude, and we touch not the wine. You

see yonder archway invading the bold shore of old Missis-
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sippi, fit montiment to the genius Eedfield. Tliat is the road

to California and the Indies.

"We have harnessed np a horse -which, like the fabled

steeds of Diomedes, vomiteth fire from his nostrils, and,

without grants of land or other aid than your own, we intend

to land the first train on the Pacific. "We are on a great line.

It is not a line dividing states and empires ;
it is not Mason

and DLson's line, but it is Dix's line to the great West.
" Our train is now ready to start through the Iowa prai-

ries. "We have a Dix for a conductor, a Flagg for a finan-

cier, Famam for an engineer, and Sheffield for a fireman,

and we have all the men who have been engaged on this

road from Chicago to aid us in the enterprise. We wish

you to join us, and with such a noble company we shall be

at the metropolis of this State in December next, and we
invite you to celebrate another such a scene as this in two

years on the Missouri.
" Embark in this train, and before our rivals are done talk-

ing of their projects we shall have the railroad to California's

golden sands half finished, and invite them to celebrate the

completion of another link in this great chain on the summit

of the Kocky Mountains."

In reply General Dix made a speech, from which I take

this extract. It shows the cherished purpose of Xew York
and the East :

"We have, as yet, gentlemen, only reached the Mississippi.

But the tide of population has fiowed far beyond it. Iowa,
the great State of which we have merely touched the bound-

ary, one of the youngest of the American sisters, is still west

of us. With I know not how many hundred thousand inhab-

itants— you, fellow -citizens of Iowa, cannot tell youi-selves

from week to week how many people you have, so rapidly is

immigration adding to your numbers— with fifty thousand

square miles, and the richest fifty in a body in the whole

Union—if the reports of the government surveyors are to be
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trusted— no estimate can be formed of the ripidity of her

growth or the standard of wealth and strengtJi she is destined

to attain. We have come from the Atlantic Ocean to the

Mississippi Eiver by an uninterrur^ed line of railroads. If

we had come seven months lat«^i- we could have gone on to

Iowa City, nearly sixty miles farther west, by an extension

of the same iron track which has brought us here.
" It is unnecessary for me to say to you, fellow-citizens of

Iowa, that a railroad is now in progress of construction from

Davenport, on the Mississippi, w^here we now stand, to Coun-

cil Bluffs, on the Missouri, by the Mississippi and Missouri Rail-

road Company, for tlie work is going on under your own eyes.

The two rivers are three hundred miles apart. The grading
on the first sixty miles will be finished in September, and the

rails, which are now arriving in !New York, will be laid before

the 1st of Jam^ary next. One hundred and twenty miles

more are ready to be put under contract. This road must

and will be j)i;omptly completed. It is the great highway to

ISTebraska, and its speedy completion is vitally connected with

the future prosperity of that Territory.
" Let it not be supposed that we are to stop at the Mis-

souri Elver. The character of the country still invites us on-

ward.
,
and "we shall go on. Our surveyors and engineers have

befjn beyond Council Bluffs into Nebraska, as far as the Platte

(!)r ITebraska River
;
others have been several hundred miles

farther west, and they report that it has the same fertility of

soil which enriches Iowa so greatly. Gentlemen, we may as

well come to the point at once— we are on the way to the

Pacific ; and we intend to go there. It will require years

of perseverance, but the work will be accomj)lislied in good
time. I may reasonably expect, with the ordinary chances

of life, to live to see it. So long as the same rich soil is

spread out before us, we may continue on the line we are

now working.
"The country, as it is settled and its productive powers

are developed, will furnish the means of sustaining the work.
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The State of Iowa now provides all tlie money to grade the

road through her territory bj subscriptions within herself.

She has not received a single dollar from subscribers on the

seaboard. She only asks of the Atlantic States—where her

improvements will virtually terminate—to furnish rails and

the running apparatus to put the road in operation. The

gentlemen who have constnicted the Chicago and Rock Isl-

and Railroad are engaged in the constniction of this, and

it is their opinion that the one will be as productive as the

other.

"I have said, gentlemen, that we are on the way to the

Pacific, and that we may continue on the line we are now

working so long as we have the same rich country to traverse

—a country which will continue to draw men and means from

the East, and especially from !N^ew England, 'the Northern

hive '
of this continent, sending out her legions, not for plun-

der or conquest, but to extend the arts of civilization, to carry

the hardy virtues of the Pilgrims, perpetuated in their de-

scendants, into the pathless wilderness, and make it what the

country before our eyes has been made in a quarter of a cen-

tury of time. Where this gi'eat highway to the Pacific is to

cross the Rocky Mountains we need not care to know. The

question is not an urgent one now. Whether we are to bear

north, following the coui'se of the Platte, or incline south,

may be settled hereafter
;
and it must be settled, not by cur-

sory exploration, but by the most careful and minute exami-

nations under the directions of experienced engineei's. One

thing is certainly desirable—that the States from the Lakes

to the southern boundary of Missouri should have a common
exodus from the American wilderness, which spreads itseK

out from the eastern face of the Rocky Mountains.
" The railway companies between the Atlantic and the Mis-

sissippi have a common interest, and they should have a com-

mon aim. Let them go westward in the respective districts

which they are traversing, and when they reach the wilder-

ness beyond the Mississippi and the Missouri they may, by
L—20
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their combined influence and means, open a common avenue

to the Pacific, or more than one, if tlieir western termini must

be fixed at different points. A large view of this subject
should extinguish all jealousy, which is always bred in nar-

rowness of feeling, and is almost always blind to the very
interest it seeks to promote."

The work on the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad was

pushed with the rapidity and energy which characterize

American enterprises. It was commenced April 10, 1852,

and opened to Joliet, 40 miles, October 18 in the same year;
to Morris, 61 miles, January 5, 1853

;
to Ottowa, 83 miles,

February 14
;
to La Salle, 98 miles, March 10

;
to Peru, 99

miles, March 21
;
to Tiskilwa, 122 miles, September 12

;
to

Shefiield, 136 miles, October 12
;
to Geneseo, 158 miles, De-

cember 19. This was the first continuous line of railroad to

reach the Mississippi River from Lake Michigan. The west-

ern extension of the road was the Mississij^pi and Missouri

Railroad
;
and the bridge connecting the two sections of the

road was a good specimen of engineering skill. It is an

interesting fact in his life that General Dix should have

been connected with these great works, and with the grander

project for which they prepared the way. As was observed

in a letter to him from Davenport, June 20, 1854, by one

engaged in the same enterprise :

" Your earnest and devoted labors are worth to the com-

pany a very large amount
;
and not only so, but they place

your name high on the pinnacle of fame in a different line

entirely from any one in which you have thus far won a

great reputation."

Referring to the work then in progress. General Dix WTote

to Mr. Dean, member of Congress, as follows :

"New York, March 21, 1854.

"My deau Sir,
— If you have constitutional scruples in resjject to

grants of lands to States for roads witliin their own limits, it will not be

worth your while to take tiie trouble to read this letter; but if you re-
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gard the question as one of practical propriety, I should be glad to have

you inquire into the merits of the Iowa land bill, which, I understand,

will be shortly reported by the proper committee in your House. The

bill has passed the Senate in strict conformity to the memorial of the

Legislature of that State to Congress. It is a clean bill. It will not be

pressed on your House or its members by any unworthy appliances, but

will be left to stand on its own merits.

" You are, perhaps, aware that a railroad was opened last month from

Chicago to Rock Island, on the ilississippi River, and that it has been

constructed in an almost incredibly short period by private capital and

enterprise. Our friend Mr. Flagg is treasurer. It has cost between four

and five millions of dollars. It has been opened by sections, and has

actually yielded, on the finished portions, in ten months, over $600,000

in tolls. The receipts the nest year will not fall short of a million.

This unprecedented success points it out with certainty as the great

route to the Mississippi from our own State. A railroad has been com-

menced in continuation of this from the Mississippi, at Rock Island, to

the Missouri, near Council Bluffs. It is in rapid progress, and we hope
to open a section by the 1st of June. With the aid of the land bill it

can be opened to Iowa City by the 1st of January next, and to the Mis-

souri by the 1st of January, 1856. Over twenty years ago Redfield,who
has distinguished himselfso much by his scientific writings, particularly in

respect to the laws of storms, pointed out this route for the great railway
to the Pacific. It is now the principal channel of emigration to districts

beyond the ilississippi, and I think is rapidly confirming Redfield's sug-

gestion. It is the line of enterprise and physical power. I have been

associated, as President of the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad Com-

pany, since its organization ten months ago, with the Iowa gentlemen

engaged in it. They are prosecuting it with discretion and vigor, and

with clean hands. Thus far the enterprise has been carried on by Iowa

capital and credit, and we are preparing to procure the iron by means

obtained here.

"
I believe the Iowa land bill to have as strong claims on New York

as it would have if the lands it appropriates were to be granted to her.

I believe the appropriation of the lands to the contemplated improve-
ments in Iowa will be more beneficial to us than any application of the

proceeds possibly could be within our own limits. They will penetrate
the heart of the richest region in the Union in proportion to its magni-
tude, and pour its products into the lap of Xew York. My object in

writing to you is to ask your attention to the subject
—that is, if you

have no conscientious scruples as to such grants
—

and, if you desire any
farther information, the Honorable John P. Cook, a member of your
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House, can tell you all about it. If you think favorably of it, I should
be happy to have you show this letter to our friends, Messrs. Bishop
Perkins, Hughes, Westbrook, Fenton, and any other of our State dele-

gation, if you think proper. I am, dear Sir, sincerely yours,

"John A. Dix.
"Hon. G. Dean, M. C."

The following letters bear on the same subject :

"
Mngnolia, Florida, March 14, 1856.

"My dear Sir,
—I perceive by the newspapers that Mr. Brown of the

Senate, on the 6th instant, reported a bill for the construction of a rail-

road and telegraph line from the Mississippi River south of latitude 37°

to the Pacific at San Francisco. This project cuts off St. Louis and
isolates tlie State of Iowa, so far as a central road to the Pacific is con-

cerned. The phrase 'south of latitude 37° '

is very vague; but I take it

for granted it is intended to endorse the recommendation of the Secre-

tary of War to adopt the route near the thirty-second parallel.

It strikes me that such a bill would be very unjust to those who have

invested so largely in carrying railroads beyond the Mississippi, and who
have comi^leted nearly one-half of the entire line from the Atlantic to

the Pacific; and if this bill is to pass, it certainly ought to make a simi-

lar provision for the route through Iowa, otherwise a severe check may
be given to the progress and the ultimate prosijerity of your truly noljle

young State. Under a general view of the subject it is of little conse-

quence through what part of Iowa the great road to the Pacific should

pass. But the bridge at Davenport and the comi^letiou of the line to

Iowa City seem to indicate this as the proper one. I have always thought
tliat the line from Dubuque west should meet us at the Missouri, and that

we must go together through the Platte Valley to the South Pass. I am
told fifty miles of road are already in operation on the Sacramento, and

that the California improvements point to Utah, the South Pass, and the

Platte Valley.
" I send you a speech which I made at the Iowa City celebration,

and which has been printed in pamphlet form since I left. I consid-

ered what I said as intended only for the persons present, and those

who were interested in the particular line, of which wc had just fin-

ished the first section. Had I foreseen that so much prominence

would have been given to it, I should have gone more in detail into

the subject.

"I really hope this matter will take a right direction, and if the line

of 32° must be taken, that the friends of the route through Iowa, Illinois,
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Indiana, Pennsylvania, and New York will insist on a grant of 160,000,000

acres of land for that route.

" I write you in haste, and am, dear General, sincerely yours,
*' JoH^f A. Dix,

" Hon. Mr. Jones, U. S. Senate."

"Magnolia, Florida, March 21, 1S56.

" Deab Sm,—I perceive by the newspapers that ^Mr. Brown introduced

into the Senate, on the 6th instant, a bill making provision for a railroad

and magnetic telegraph, south of latitute 37°, from the Mississippi River

to the Pacific at San Francisco. I consider this movement as an adop-

tion of the line of 32° through the Colorado desert. Such a road for all

the purposes of transportation and travel will be nearly useless to the

North-western States
;
and to tlie line of Chicago and the great Lakes

its influence must be positively detrimental. The great route between

the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans is marked out by natural features too

strong to be mistaken. It is from Xew York by the Hudson River,

the remarkable level from Albany to Buffalo, and the Great Lakes, to

Chicago, Rock Island, Council Bluffs, the Platte Valley, the South Pass,

Utah, and the Sacramento. I have no objection that the Southern

States should have 40,000,000 acres of land to aid in the construc-

tion of their road, and any allowance for carrying the mail that may
be thought reasonable. But every consideration of foimcss demands

that the same provision should be made at the same time (I mean in the

same bill) for the other route. The road through Iowa and Nebraska

will pay as fast as it can be constructed
;
and the local business will sus-

tain it to the end of time. The Xorth-west, the North-east, and the

3Iiddle States are all interested in it. I believe it is in your power to

put this matter right. I write to you promptly to invite your early at-

tention to the subject ;
and you will excuse me suggesting that not only

great public considerations, but others personal to yourself, render it of

the highest importance that this measure should be carried by your
efiicient aid.

" I made a speech at Iowa City early in January, in which I took a

general view of this question. General Jones of Iowa has a copy. It

was a dinner speech ;
and as there were many others to speak, my re-

marks were necessarily brief. I am at present President of the Missis-

sippi and ilissouri Railroad Company, as you will perceive. I have no
selfish interest in this matter, my only motive is to see a great public

enterprise succeed
;
and I stand ready to relinquish my position at any

moment, if by doing so I can farther the object in view.
"
I am passing the winter here on account of my wife's delicate health,

and shall be in New York about the middle of April."
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The year 1857 was one of varied interest in the present his-

tory. I shall first mention the attack on Trinity Church dur-

ing the session of the Legislature in the beginning of that year,

in connection with a statement of the service rendered to the

Corporation by my father at that time. But here it may be

proper to state the leading facts in his history as a member
of the Episcopal Church. Born of a Puritan stock, and

brought up under Congregational influences, he has given
us in his autobiography the story of his early sentiments on

the subject of religion. The questions of man's relation to

Almighty God, and the duties consequent upon it, were ever

regarded by my father as of the utmost importance. That

this was his habit of mind is evident from the fact that, at

an age when the thoughts are little inclined to turn serious-

ly to the subject of religion, he asked to be baptized into the

Church. lie was about twenty years of age, and stationed at

Fort Constitution, Portsmouth, K. II., when he received the

first of those great sacraments ordained by our Lord Jesus

Christ for the salvation of the souls of men. The record is

in the register of baptisms in St. John's Church, Portsmouth,

of which the Rev. Charles Burroughs was Pector :

" John Adams Dix, an adult, aged 20. Samuel Larkin, Esq., Timothy

Upham, Esq., and Mr. Samuel E. Watson were his chosen witnesses."

The date was July 19, 1818.

From that day my father remained a staunch and exem-

plary member of the Church to whose fold he was then ad-

mitted, lie was prominent in the congregation of St. Pe-

ter's, Al])any, as I have already related. He received his

first communion in the English Chapel, outside the Porta

del Popolo, at Home, during our residence in that city in

the winter of 1843-'44, and he was always a regular and

frequent partaker of that holy sacrament to the very end

of his life on earth.

On the 12th of ITovember, 1849, General Dix was elect-

ed a member of the Vestry of the parish of Trinity Churcli,
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in the city of Xew York, succeeding his father-in-law, Mr.

Morgan, who had been a member of that body for many

years. It is hardly necessary to say that he was neither idle

nor inactive in that position ;
his energetic character and

practical sagacity found there a new field of exercise, and he

became, in course of time, one of the most influential mem-
bers of the Corporation. His attention was early directed to

the financial condition of the parish. For a long series of

years the policy had been one of profuse, not to say prodigal,

liberality ; large sums of money were given away to parishes,

colleges, and societies all over the State of New York, and en-

dowments of land were granted to such an extent as seriously

to diminish the estate and revenues of the church. If that

policy had been pursued, not enough of the estate would have

been left to carry on the work of the parish in this city. Per-

ceiving a danger to which his fellow-trustees seemed blind.

General Dix resolved to endeavor to secure a change of policy,

and thus save the Corporation from deeper emban-assment.

He has often told me the story : how he introduced certain

resolutions, tending to stop the profuse donations to other

bodies, and to restrict gifts to a comparatively narrow com-

pass ;
how he had difficulty in finding one of the vestry to

second his proposed measures
;
how he urged the new policy

of retrenchment and economy year after year, slowly making
converts

; until, after the lapse of several years, he had the

pleasure of finding a majority on his side. His view was

this : that the proper field for the use of the wealth of Trin-

ity Church is the city of New York, and especially those dis-

tricts which other churches have abandoned
;
that ours should

be, first of all, a missionary work among the poor and needy
in the forsaken regions of the metropoKs ;

and that no dona-

tions, subsidies, or aid of any kind should be made outside

the parish limits, until every need within those limits had
been supphed. The results of that policy are seen in the

vast work, spiritual, educational, and eleemosynary, now car-

ried on in this city under the auspices of the Corporation of
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Trinity
—a work for which the efforts and perseverance of

General Dix did much to prepare the way.
Devoted as he was to the Church, and deeply interested

in the success of these designs for the glory of Almighty
God and the salvation of the souls of men, it may be imag-
ined with what feelings he regarded the assault on our par-

ish in the year 1857. For nearly two hundred years Trini-

ty Church has been an object of attack; nor is this to be

wondered at, considering the jealousy of wealth, and the more

aggravated jealousy of ecclesiastical corporations. Moreover,
in the case of this estate, as in that of many others, persons

have set up claims to the property, and designing men have

succeeded in persuading the credulous, and perhaps, at length,

themselves, that the Corporation is irreligiously excluding
them from the possession of their own. But the attack now
referred to was much more serious than any previously made,
either by lewd fellow^s of the baser sort, ^vho lust after gain

and seek to lay hands oh the w^ealth consecrated to God's

service, or by the crazy dreamers wdio march under the ban-

ner of old Anneke Jans. It w\as commenced and kept up

by some of the best people in the city, by venerable clergy-

men, and laymen conspicuous for every Christian virtue.

Induced by I know not precisely what desires, these per-

sons framed the theory that every member of the Protestant

Episcopal Church resident in the city of New York was ij)so

facto a corporator of Trinity Church, and had a right to vote

at the annual election for church-wardens and vestrymen, and

thus to control her concerns. According to this notion the

Rector of the Parish of Trinity Church should be regarded

as the Rector of the entire Protestant Episcopal population of

the city ;
and they must be regarded as members of his parish,

with a right in its government ;
and the Easter elections must

be decided by a levy en masse, at the head of Broadway and

Wall Street, of the members of all the parishes, which, in fact,

seem to have been considered as mere parts of one stupendous

whole. Accordingly a bill was introduced into the Legisla-
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ture, the effect of which would have been to overthrow the

existing system, to give the property into the hands of per-

sons not connected with our parish, and to secure—what many

conscientiously regarded as desirable—the complete undoing,

overthrow, and destruction of the oldest corporation in this

city, and the division of its lands and property among a

crowd of hungry organizations, some of which had sprung
from its own bowels, and many of which were the recipients

of its steady and free benefactions.*

It seems a marvellous thing that such men as the Rev. Dr.

Muhlenberg of the clergy, and Mr. Robert B. Minturn of

the laity, could have been carried away by these notions and

become the advocates of the scheme of spoliation. I shall not

trace the history of the attack, as it went from stage to stage

in the Legislature, nor relate the particulars of its final defeat
;

it suffices to add that the Corporation found one of its ablest

champions in General Dix. Called to appear before a Com-

mittee of the Senate, but supposing at the time that it would

be impossible for him to do so, he prepared a communication

to be submitted to them. This communication was sent to

Albany by one of his associates in the Yestry; but the ses-

sions of the Committee continuing longer than was expected,

* This bill, whicli was presented in the Senate, March 25, 1857, and.

•which, as its distinguished mover then stated, emanated from a rector

of one of the largest parishes in the city of New York, numbering up-
ward of six hundred communicants, provided means whereby all the

Inhabitants of this city, to whatever parish belonging, should vote, by

representatives, five from each parish, at the annual election for church-

wardens and vestrymen of Trinity Church. It farther provided for the

management of the financial affairs of the Corporation, by instructing the

Yestry of Trinity hovr they must, for the future, apply their income ; and

it required an annual report from them to every parish of the city, in

which they should give, as to their masters, an account of their steward-

ship. There are occasions when one is driven to the use of vulgar terms

to characterize actions
; and, after due examination of this bill, I cannot

avoid describing it as one of the most prodigious specimens of ''cheek"

within my recollection.
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he was able to appear in person, and read liis paper as a part
of liis testimony. It was subsequently printed in pamphlet

form, and may be found in the Appendix to the present
work. I have only to add that it received the highest en-

comiums from such theologians and canonists as Drs. Samuel

Seabury and Francis L. Hawks, who regarded it as unanswer-

able, and that it did unquestionably produce a powerful effect

in deciding the fate of the bill. The document is particular-

ly valuable, because it contains the views of General Dix re-

lating to the mission of Trinity Church and the duty of its

custodians, and shows that the principles which he advocated

so strenuously in the financial administration of the State and

general governments were deemed by him of equal soundness

in their application to the affairs of the Church.

It is proper to notice at this point the aid rendered to the

Corporation by the Eight Rev. Dr. Potter, Bishop of 'New

York. At a critical hour he addressed the clergy and laity

of his diocese in a letter worthy the chief custodian of the

interests of the Church and religion in this great centre of

activity and intelligence. The letter is here given in full :

"To the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Neic YorTc:

"
Brethken,—Extraordinary efforts have been made of late, in several

quarters, to turn pojjular feeling against the venerable Corporation of

Trinity Church in this city. The public Press has been enlisted
;
the

report of a Special Committee of the Senate, made up of partial and in-

sufficient materials, and filled with erroneous views, has been industri-

ously circulated far and wide; private influence has been employed at

the capital of the State
;
and it is believed that the object of all these

agencies is to surround the Legislature of the State with sucli a pressure,

with such a clamorous expression of popular feeling, as will constrain it

to some aggressive measure against a Church whose only crime is that

she has property, and that, with all her giving and spending for pious

uses, she does not give and spend quite in the way, or quite to the extent,

that certain persons desire !

" While so many influential persons are laboring, by partial statements,

to exasperate the public mind, and to prepare the representatives of the

people for lawless acts, I should feel myself unworthy of my high oflice

if I did not step forth to warn and entreat you not to allow yourselves to
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be drawn inconsiderately into movements wliich, whatever their authors

may think, can only tend to violent and illegal issues.

" But for local and fugitive circumstances of recent date, it is believed

that no respectable body of persons would ever have been found to ques-

tion these two propositions :

"
1st. That the title of Trinity Church to her property is unquestion-

able.

" 2d. That it was the intention of the original charter, as it has always

been the practice, to confide to the members of the parish, and to those

only, the privilege of electing her wardens and vestrymen.
" To attack her property, therefore, or to attempt to dictate to her

what she shall do with her property, is the same in principle as to attack

the property of a private individual, or to attempt to dictate to him what

use he shall make of it.

" Those who have been within her Yestry have seen that she has labor-

ed hard to serve the cause of religion and learning. She has assisted

two hundred churches in the State
;
she has provided free education in

schools and colleges and theological seminaries for the poor; she has

prevented the whole of tlie lower part of this city from becoming a

moral waste
;
she has four large churches where no other churches would

remain. Besides parting with a portion of her original estate, she has

ventured beyond her income in her forwardness to do good, and has

thereby incurred a large debt ! In a rehearing of the case these facts

are now coming out before the Special Committee of the Senate. They
are facts well known to all who have been conversant with the doings
of Trinity Church. The public will in due time see and recognize the

truth, and will interpose to protect the rights of property and the char-

acters of good and faithful men.
" I flatter myself that the Churchmen of the Diocese of Xew York

will, for the most part, be too considerate and too temperate
—too much

the friends of public order and public justice
—to allow their influence

to be pressed into the cause of oppression and violence.

"HouATio Potter,
"Provisional Bishop of New York.

" New York, February 23, 1857."

This communication from the eminent prelate fell like a

bombshell into the camp of the enemy. A meeting of

clergy and laity vras held, at which violent expressions were
used by certain prominent Eectors of the city, one saying that
" the day had gone by when the i^se dixit of a Bishop was
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to weigh witli the Cliurcli ;" and another declaring his opin-

ion that " the Bishop was not responsible for the letter, but

tliat he probably affixed his signature to it while under the

influence of chloroform administered by one of the Yestry."
The meeting, which had been called previously to the appear-
ance of the Bishop's letter, broke up in confusion, after pro-

ceedings so disorderly as to resemble those of a political cau-

cus
;
and an intelligent gentleman who was present gave it as

his conclusion, after what he had seen, that, even if Trinity
Church had no legal right to the exclusive control of the

property, it would be better that it should remain in her hands

than fall into those of the persons at that meeting, since, if

they were to undertake the management of the affairs of the

parish, the disaster of Pandora's box would be repeated, and

things would end in confusion worse confounded. It is due

to the venerable Bishop of New York to say that to him be-

longs the honor of striking the first decisive blow at a con-

spiracy of a most serious character, which threatened vested

rights and religious interests, and which, if successful, would

have wrought infinite mischief among us, and ended in de-

stroying the most valuable and imjDortant endowment in the

Episcopal Church.

The motives actuating the promoters of this agitation were

as diverse as their character and principles. Some conscien-

tiously believed that all the inhabitants of tlie city in com-

munion with the Protestant Episcopal Church were, by virtue

of the original charter, corporators of the parish ;
some desired

to relieve their own parishes from embarrassment by the spoils

of the venerable mother
;
some hated Trinity Church because .

of her wealth and honors
;
some detested and dreaded her for

lier High-Church principles ;
and some were mere adventur-

ers, going in for everything from which they might hope to

draw personal advantage.
The excitements of that year were not confined to ecclesias-

tical circles
;
a spirit of lawlessness and disorganization seemed

to be in the air. There were riots in the city during the sum-



1853-1860.] LAWLESSXESS AND BIOTIXG IX XEJT YOEK. 317

mer. On tlie 16th of June, as our crack regiment, tlie Seventh,

was on the march down Broadway, to take the steamer at 4 p.m.

for an excursion to Boston, orders were given to halt oppo-

site the City Hall, and then to take forcible possession of that

edifice. The Major, Fernando Wood, suddenly found himself

a prisoner; the City Hall was garrisoned by the Xational

Guard. There were at that time two sets of police, each

claiming to be the lawful guardians of our public peace. Be-

tween them occurred desperate collisions, while the citizens,

wild with excitement, found their safety due, for the nonce,

to bayonets and field-pieces. On the 4th day of July follow-

ing there was bloody work in the Five Points. The rioting

continued during Sunday, the 5th, and the city was again pre-

served from mob violence by the Seventh Regiment, which,

together with the Eighth and Seventy-first, repressed the fury
of the rabble, marching through the dangerous districts, clos-

ing up shops, scattering crowds, and arresting ringleaders.

Those were exciting days for us, who could not leave the city,

and were kept in continual suspense, passing from one crisis

to another. AU tragedies, however, have their dash of com-

edy; and, looking back to those times, I recall a certain odd

character, by name Stephen H. Branch, who flitted constantly

before the public eye, acting the part of a clown or jester^

though, no doubt, with serious intent. He was a man of good
education and some abilities, and had a command of lanoTiaore

which made me often regard him as a kind of combination of

Carlyle and Buskin in the state of lunacy, if such a thing can

be imagined. Take, for example, his proclamation proposing
himself as a candidate for the office in which Fernando Wood
had so distinguished himself

;
it is one of innumerable squibs

emanating from the same eccentric genius. We used to read

them with eagerness for their delicious absurdity, and I re-

member the General's delight at the awful threat of assuming
" doubtful powers :"

'* I have been far out beyond the remotest bounds of civil-

ized beings, and have scaled bolder cliffs and higher peaks
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than Alps reflected in tlie placid waters of Switzerland.

From bewildering heights I beheld the gorgeous scenery of

the vales, and the eagle on his mighty throne, gilded by the

moon and her pretty children of the firmament, while the

music of the winds and birds and rivulets, and the mountain

fragrance, and the glories of the morning and evening sun,

filled my soul with supernatural joy. I exchanged these

pure and tranquil solitudes for the vice and tumult of the

plains, and now proclaim myself a candidate for Mayor of

]^ew York, subject to the decision of the people. If elected

I will toil and sweat to reduce the taxes from seven-and-a-half

to five millions a year, which will give bigger mouthfuls, more

commodious apartments, and better apparel to the people. If

I fail to reduce the taxes, I will blow the City Hall and its

thieves into a million fragments. And if I fail to render life

and property more secure, I will droAvn the entire Police De-

partment in the dog-pond. I will also drive every alien from

office with American bayonets. This is only a sample of what

I will do. In a word, I will assume doubtful powers, for the

public good. I am in the field, and all the threats and money
of the earth shall not allure nor drive me from it. To death

only will I yield. Up, then, Americans, and charge for a

Mayor who will change the sad aspect of these times."

During the summer of this year the house on Manursing
Island was sold. On the 20th of August we left it, to return

no more : the sad associations connected with the place tem-

pered the regret of parting. After that time the General

spent his summers on his beloved Long Island, excepting
when absent from the United States. The autumn of 1857

found him established in the city of ^ew York, and occu-

pying a house in Thirty -first Street, near Broadway. His

youngest son, Charles Temple Dix, was pursuing his studies

as a landscape painter. The General watched his progress

daily, with the hope of seeing him among the first marine

painters of the day. This, like many other aspirations, was
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destined to extinction, throngli the fatal influence of that

cruel war of which the presages were becoming more defi-

nite from year to year.

The attention of the reader must be directed once more to

the unedifjing spectacle of party strife. The pohcy pur-

sued durincr the administration of General Pierce resulted in

widenino: the breach between the Xorth and the South. The

repeal of the Missouri Compromise was resented at the Xorth,

and bitterly denounced as destructive of the hope of better

days, and indicating the determination of the propagandists

of slavery either to rule the whole country or to break up
the Union. This feeling was deepened by the proceedings

of the notorious Conference at Ostend, which looked to the

acquisition of Cuba, either by purchase or by force, in order

to prevent the emancipation of the blacks in that island—a

measure already projected by Spain
—and to hold the island

as a fountain of supply of slaves and a market for their sale.

Then followed, in the month of May, the outrage in the

Senate House—perpetrated by Preston Brooks of South Caro-

lina on Charles Sumner of Massachusetts—a brutal act, which

still more embittered Xorthern men. About that time the

Kepublican party came to its birth. The "Whigs, as an or-

ganization, had ceased to exist, though a remnant held to-

gether under the name of "Know-nothings." But these

were soon to be absorbed by that great political power which

was destined to rule the future with an iron sway.
General Dix supported the Democratic candidates, James

Buchanan and John C. Breckinridge, in the canvass of 1856 :

he did not, however, take an active part in the contest, John

C. Fremont and WilKam L. Dayton were nominated by the

new political organization, by way of distinct menace to the

South
;
and Millard Fillmore and Andrew J. Donelson repre-

sented the Know-nothings. The position and views of Gen-

eral Dix at that particular time may be understood from some

letters which follow, and from two communications addressed

to Mr. Buchanan, the one before, the other after, his election :



320 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS DIX.

"New York, June 13, 1856.

"Dear Sir,
—I have just returned from the West. I heard at Chica-

go, with unfeigned gratification, of your nomination. It has relieved

the sound and considerate portion of the community of all parties from

a good deal of uneasiness. The ratification meetings now in progress
in this State are bringing together the men who have been most active

in keeping us, for the last six years, in a perpetual ferment. The work in

the counties—which is to tell on the result of the canvass—will com-

mence in a few weeks, and it will give me great pleasure to contribute

my best efforts to its success, which I look forward to with confidence.

"I am compelled to return to Iowa next week (about the 20th), but

shall be back early in July. I am, dear Sir, truly yours,
" John A. Dix.

"lion. Jas. Buchanan."

" New York, June 17, 1856.

"
Gentlemen,—Your invitation to address the meeting of the united

Democracy of the city and county of Rochester on the evening of the

19th inst., to ratify the nominations for the Presidency and Vice-Presi-

dency at Cincinnati by the delegated Democracy of the Union, and to

respond to the declarations of princij^le and policy made by the Con-

vention, was duly received.

"
Concurring, as I do cordially, in the nominations and in the leading

declarations by wliich they were accompanied, I regret that engage-

ments here will deprive me of the pleasure ot accepting your invitation.

I hope, however, to be able, at an early period of the canvass, to take an

active part in it.

"I consider the nomination ot Mr. Buchanan a very fortunate one,

both for the Democracy and the country ;
and I look with confidence to

his ability, experience, and sound judgment for a satisfactory adjustment

of the disturbing questions by which the public peace is endangered.

Firmness, moderation, good-sense, and fearlessness in the discharge ot

public duties are always indispensable to the administration of our gov-

ernment, representing, as it does, so great a variety of interests
;
and they

are pre-eminently so at the present juncture. Few public men are as

much distinguished for tliese qualities as Mr. Buchanan
;
and he com-

bines with tliem a thorough knowledge of public affairs, foreign as well

as domestic. Believing him to be able, honest, and equal to any emer-

gency likely to arise in the administration of the government, I shall

give the Democratic ticket a cordial su{)port.
" I am. Gentlemen, truly yours, John A. Dix.

"Messrs. Isaac Butts, etc."
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"Philadelphia, September 11, 1856.

" Dear Sm,—The Democracy of Eastern Pennsylvania, and all other

friends of the Constitution, will hold a monster mass meeting in Inde-

pendence Square, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the 17th instant, being
the anniversary of the adoption of that great charter ofAmerican liberty.

" In fulfilment of a pleasing duty as Chairman of the Democratic Cen-

tral Committee, and conscious of your eminent ability as a friend and

champion of the Constitution, I most earnestly ask your attendance on

that great occasion. Tours truly,
"
J. W. F0R>-ET,

" Chairman of Democratic Central Com. of Pennsylvania."

" New York, September 15, 1S56.

"Dear Sir,
—Tour favor is just received, inviting me to attend a

monster mass meeting of the Democracy of Eastern Pennsylvania, and

all other friends of the Constitution, in Independence Square, Philadel-

phia, on ' the 17th instant, being the anniversary of the adoption of that

great charter of American liberty.'
" I regret exceedingly that an engagement to address a Democratic

meeting in this State will deprive me of the pleasure of accepting the

invitation. No one can venerate more than myself the profound wisdom
and the spirit of conciliation in which the Constitution of the United

States had its birth, or appreciate more keenly the vital necessity of

maintaining all its provisions with scrupulous fidelity. It is only

through such a strict adherence to it that we can hope to preserve the

union of the States. I have never for a moment doubted that the people
would be faithful to all its requirements, and frown with indignation on

every attempt, from whatever quarter it may come, to dissever the Con-

federated States, and to inflict upon us and the cause of popular govern-
ment throughout the world the greatest of calamities. And thoucrh

clouds darken our horizon now, I look forward to the election of the

distinguished Pennsylvanian, whom the Democracy of the Union have
chosen for their standard-bearer, as the dawn of that brighter day which
is to succeed and dissipate them. The pleasure of attending the meet-

ing of his political friends at the great emporium of his State would be

greatly enhanced by the opportunity of bearing testimony by my pres-
ence to the importance of the day which they have selected for the pur-

pose ;
and it is with great regret that I am compelled to relinquish it.

" I am, dear Sir, truly yours, Jonx A. Dix.
"
J. W. FOESET, Esq."

" New York, November 19, 1856.

"My dear Sir,
—I hope you will not take it amiss if I say a few

words to you in regard to the condition of our political affairs, which in

I.—21
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the Northern section of the Union are very unsatisfactory. Still, I be-

lieve it to be not only possible, but comparatively easy, to regain the

ascendency we have lost. This, I think, is mainly to be effected by giv-

ing us different issues—not new ones, but issues as old as the Democratic

party itself.

" I consider the slavery question settled, and I think it should be ig-

nored. The Kansas-Nebraska Act is simply to be enforced, and this is a

mere matter of ordinary executive duty.
" When General Pierce came into office I pressed on him the adoption

of a system of thorough commercial and financial reform by means of a

modification of the tariff and a reduction of the revenue
;
and I have for

years believed that this could be effected mainly by adding to the free

list foreign products not coming into competition with our own, thus

avoiding any injurious interference with our domestic industry. This

subject has composed the chief staple of my speeches during the two
last canvasses for the Presidency; and I have feared at times my friends

might think me in a little danger of becoming monomaniacal. I believe,

however, the great body of the Democracy throughout the Union feel

as deep an interest in the subject as I do, and think, like myself, that our

enormous surplus revenue is corrupting Congress. If your administra-

tion is placed upon this ground, I have not the slightest doubt that you
will rally around you the larger and better portion of the great political

parties in all sections of the Union, and that they will bring to your sup-

port a weight of popular confidence which will enable you to carry out

successfully not only the measures referred to, but any others which you

may deem essential to the welfare of the country, and which are un-

deniably within the pale of the constitutional authority of the govern-

ment. In a word, I am sure it is in your power to organize an adminis-

tration which shall be alike honorable to yourself and the country. If

you agree with me in regard to the necessity of such a commercial re-

form as I suggest, is there any man who is likely to be as serviceable to

you in maturing and carrying it out as Mr. Walker ? Is there any man

who in that department would be more acceptable to the commercial

classes and the friends of financial reform ? I think not. There is no

one who has given so much thought to this subject in all its complicated

details, as you well know from your intimate association with him while

he was framing the Tariff Bill of 184G. You are sure his views are

sound; it is not absolutely certain that those of any other man would be

equally so; and the Treasury Department is the one of all others in

which a safe man is required, independent as it is, in some respects, of

the head of the government. I hope you will excuse these suggestions.

They are dictated by a sincere and disinterested desire that your admiu-
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istration may be a successful and distinguished one
;
and I can say with

the same sincerity that I have no other wish than to see you call around

you in organizing it the men best qualified to be serviceable to you, and

best calculated by their reputation for talents, integrity, and moderation

to command the public confidence.

" I write this letter currente calamo at the sick-bed of one of my chil-

dren. You will, therefore, excuse it, and pardon also, in consideration of

the motive, the liberty I have taken in alluding at all to a subject of so

much delicacy as the organization of your Cabinet.

"I am, dear Sir, with sincere regards, yours, Johx A. Dix.

"Hon. Jas. Buchanax.

" P.S.—The suggestion in respect to the Treasurer is made on the sup-

position that the present incumbent has determined, independently of

any wish of your own, to leave it at the close of General Pierce's ad-

ministration."

General Dix held no official position under President Bu-

clianan dm-ing the first three jeai-s of his administration. He
passed those years in private life, and in congenial occupation
as a man of business and of letters. It was not until the year
1860 that he was recalled to the service of the public, under

circumstances which I shall proceed to relate in the following
section of this biography.
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vin.

It was discovered, during the eariy part of the year 1S60,

that great frauds had been committed in the Xew York

Post-office, and that the Postmaster, Mr. Isaac Y. Fowler,

was a defaulter to a large amount. The disclosures caused a

feeling of unusual public excitement, and even of pergonal

alarm : they were regarded as an illustration and result of

the demoralizing tendency of the prevaiKng system of pub-
lic appointments. Rumor magnified the evil; the journals

of the day raised a hue-and-cry against the entire corps of

the Post-office, which filled every one connected with the de-

partment with trepidation. The general government found

itself gravely compromised ;
the accusations of its opponents

were incessant and violent
;
and it was obvious that the ad-

verse current of popular feeling could only be withstood and

checked by the appointment of some person as Postmaster

about whose reputation and ability no question could be

raised. At such a crisis the day of the mere politician is at

an end
;
a man of integrity and unsullied honor, a man of the

highest moral gi*ade, is demanded. The President, in this

emergency, called on General Dix, and earnestly requested his

acceptance of the post. His name was sent to the Senate on

the 17th of May, and the nomination was unanimously con-

firmed, without the usual reference.

In accepting the position thus tendered to him, under cir-

cumstances peculiarly honorable and complimentary. General

Dix bade fai-ewell, for many years, to the tranquillity of the

domestic circle and the quiet of the retired citizen. His ap-

pointment was regarded with universal satisfaction as one of
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tlie best that could have been made. The field for the dis-

play of executive ability was an ample one, and he possessed

the confidence and esteem of the business community.

Twenty-one years after that date the memory of the Gen-

eral is still warmly cherished in the New York Post-office,

and men who knew him then as their honored and beloved

chief delight in recalling incidents of his vigorous, wise, and

kindly administration. I have had no greater pleasure, while

engaged in compiling this hurried record, than in gathering
information respecting those days from such men as Post-

master James, the venerable Mr. Forrester, Messrs. Yeoman,

Bradley, Dunton, and others of the staff. Their statements

to me ran somewhat as follows (I give them nearly in the

language of the narrators, and therefore place them in quota-

tion marks) :

" When he went into the Post-office he found it in a state

of alarm and uneasiness, no one knowing what was to come,

and many supposing that a complete sweej) would be made,
without regard to merit or demerit, by way of satisfying pub-
lic opinion and exhibiting a specimen of thorough reform.

General Dix, however, reassured them, promising a radical

investigation of everything connected with the service, but

guaranteeing justice to every man; and he kept his word.

Xo one was turned olf except for incompetency or neglect.

To each one who came inquiring if he might hojDe to remain

the same answer w^as made: 'As long as you attend to your
business properly you shall stay here while I do.'

"lie made it his first business to master the details of the

service. He looked into all matters, great or small; noth-

ing escaped his attention. The men said that no one had

ever asked so many questions before. He w^ould give no

order until he understood everything that it involved. He
introduced improvements in the method of cancelling stamps
and in that of making out the way-bills, in requiring a care-

ful comparison of the bills, and in counting the letters. He
was the first to pay off the employees by checks payable to
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his own order, by wMcli means he compelled every employe
to appear before him personally for the needed endorsement,

thus becoming acquainted with every man under his direc-

tion, and breaking up certain dishonest practices ;
for it is

said that a considerable number of checks thus made out

were never presented to him, their holders fearing detection.

This system has been in use in the Post-office ever since. In

some of his practical reforms he met with opposition. Men
said that what he wished could not be done

; upon which he

would take hold with his own hands and do it, shaming them

into compliance. Every honest man liked him and felt safe

in his charge ;
the dishonest silently disappeared. Xor was

he inattentive to their morals. "When he wanted information

he went to the men who did the work, and not to the heads

of departments or superintendents of sections. It created

some jealousy, but it gave him what he desired—a personal

acquaintance with the entire force. Hearing of one man in

particular who was addicted to profanity, he sent for him and

said,
' It is related that General Washington sometimes swore,

and that General Jackson also did
;
but I have never found

the need of it, and I request you to discontinue it.' That

was the end of swearing. He was always kind and courteous,

even to those in the lowest positions
—to the porters and the

errand-boys."

But if there is one thing more strongly impressed upon
the memory of his old force than another, it is his resolute

conduct in defending them from the extortions of the politi-

cian-assessor. He found a system of political taxation, every

employe being expected to pay a certain percentage of his

salary for party purposes, with the tacit understanding that if

he refused he would lose his place. The General was partic-

ularly incensed at this custom, and set himself to break it up.
"When the party assessors came to him as usual, asking for a

list of the men under his charge, with a memorandum of the

wages of each, he peremptorily refused it, and forbade them
to soKcit subscriptions in a place in which, as he said, every
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one's time belonged to the government. He farther ad-

dressed a circular to his men, telling them that if they chose

to subscribe they might do so, but that if they refused to do

so it should make no difference with him, so long as they
were honest and faithful in their work. His proceedings in

this respect greatly increased his popularity. His noble words

to the Committee of Assessment were heard and reported

everywhere :

"
Gentlemen, the force in this office is the hardest worked

and the poorest paid under the government. It is an outrage
to exact from their small pittances the means to defray the

expenses of campaigns ; and, as long as I am Postmaster, not

one cent shall be levied on them for political purposes."

I believe that his action in this particular was unprece-

dented in the political annals of this city ; and, that his views

on the subject may be the more clearly understood, I give
them in the shape of a letter thoroughly characteristic of the

man :

"
Post-office, New York, October 15, ISGO.

"Andre Froment, Esq.,
" Chairman of the Democratic General Committee:

"
Sir,
—I have received your letter soliciting a contribution from my-

self, and the privilege of assessing the subordinates in my office, to raise

funds in aid of the ' Union ticket ' and ' the coming Presidential election.'

" Before your letter was received I had engaged to contribute as large

a sum as I can afford in aid of that ticket, and it is hardly necessary for

me to add that I shall support it cordially by all efforts in my power.
" In regard to an assessment on the subordinates in this office, I annex

extracts from a letter written by me a few weeks ago in reply to a simi-

lar application from another organization :

" '
I may say of a majority of them (the clerks in this office) that the as-

sessments (proposed to be made) on them cannot be paid without pinch-

ing their families, who are utterly dependent on their salaries. I cannot

consent to be the instrument of wringing from their necessities means

absolutely indispensable to their daily wants. I think, moreover, that

this system of assessing subordinates in public offices for political pur-

poses, when they have for the most jjart no more than is sufficient to

give their families the common necessaries of life, is all wrong. If men

of means—lawyers, farmers, merchants, capitalists
—whose projjerty has
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so deep a stake in the maintenance of good government, will not consent

to pay the legitimate expenses of our elections, we may as well abandon

all hope of keeping up our organizations by money.
" 'Let me add that my contributions are made by me as a private citi-

zen, and that I do not recognize the right of any committee to assess me

as a Federal officer for political purposes.'
" I must refer you to these extracts for an answer to your letter.

"I deem it proper to add that I know nothing more degmding to our

public offices and those who fill them than the practice which has exist-

ed of sending political tax-gatherers to the doors of the i)ay-room, to

levy contributions on the clerks as they emerge with their hard-earned

stipends. I cannot allow this office to be so dishonored. I intend, if I

can, to restore it to the respectability which belonged to the earlier and

better days of the Republic. I shall be pleased to have my subordinates

contribute voluntarily whatever they think they can afford to the sup-

port of the Democratic cause. But I cannot permit any forced contribu-

tion to be laid on them. On the contrary, I shall regard it as my duty
to protect them from a system of political extortion disgraceful alike to

the government and the country."

Tlie administration of the Xew York Post-office was

brought to the highest state of efficiency yet reached under

the management of Colonel Thomas L. James, now deservedly

promoted to the place of a Cabinet Minister. I have it from

himself that many of the improvements introduced by him
had their origin in the policy and suggestions of his prede-

cessor, General Dix.

I ask the indulgence of the reader for introducinsr at this

point an episode of a totally different character. In the au-

tumn of this year Trinity Church saw for the first time a

surpliced choir within its walls. For a long while the singers—men and boys
—transferred from the organ-gallery over the

front-door, had occupied benches in the chancel
;
but we could

not obtain the Eectors consent to put them into the proper
cathedral dress. It was a motley band of spirits, black, blue,

and gray, with garments of divers patterns and variegated

neck-ties, that the congregation beheld, Sunday after Sunday,
between themselves and the altar. A generous layman had

presented us with a full set of vestments, to be used when the
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good time sliould come
;
but these were locked up in a cup-

board, salted down and carefully preserved, biding some hal-

cyon moment. At length it came, ushered in by no less a

personage than Albert Edward, Prince of "Wales, who arrived

in I^ew York on Thursday, October 11, 1860, and presently

signified his intention to go to Trinity Church on the Sun-

day following. The announcement led to great results. We
knew that the choral service would be fairly well sung, but

we also knew that it would never do to parade our Fal-

staffian company in their secular costumes before his Koyal

Highness. So, seizing the opportunity, General Dix and an-

other of the Yestry waited on the venerable Dr. Berrian,

then Rector, and obtained his consent that the choir should,

for that occasion only, be j)ermitted to wear the surplices, in

case of the Prince's being disturbed by the sight of their

incongruous and varied toilets. It is hardly necessary to add

that the surplices once on, were on for good and all. The

congregation could never endure the sight of the secular dress

again in the holy place, and thus, somewhat notably, it came

about that, as we owe our endowments to the Crown of Eng-

land, so we are indebted to the Royal Family for another good

turn, in getting our singers
"
decently habited," some time be-

fore it w^as deemed possible. To do justice to the good old

Rector, no one was more delighted than he : at heart he was

in favor of all that we now have and enjoy ;
but he was far

advanced in years, and timid, and lived under the bondage
which has daunted so many in their time—the dread of criti-

cism and the fear of bigots.

I approach with reluctance the terrible scene of the open-

ing of the war for the Union. I desire that the position of

General Dix during those exciting days should be clearly un-

derstood; that it should be made quite plain what he was

and what he was not
;
what were his views as to the possibil-

ity of averting the fatal conflict
;
what was his faith in those

trying hours
;
and what thought was uppermost in his heart

when the storm did finally burst on the land. For this pur-
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pose let me briefly review the transactions of some pre-

vious years with reference to that political organization with

which he had been connected during the whole of his public

life.

The repeal of the Missouri Compromise of 1S20, in the

year 1854, was substantially the death-blow to the old histor-

ical Democratic party. It re-opened the question of slavery ;

it was the beginning of a schism never to be healed. The

effort of the Democratic leaders in the Korth was to hold the

party together as long as possible, and so retain control of the

government. But to this end it was necessary to make con-

cessions to the Southern Democracy which were denounced

by a great number of the people of the Xorth. On this side

the Republican party was growing up out of the disintegra-

tion of the Whig and other organizations ;
on the other side

men were clamoring for Southern independence. The Union

Democrats had a part to act which could hardly have been

more difficult : to resist the growth of EepubHcan ideas and

to keep the fire-eaters quiet. They played it with consum-

mate skill, but in the end they failed. They were held in

check at the Xorth by a feeling which they could not disre-

gard, and with wliich, no doubt, many of their own number

were in sympathy ;
for opposition to the extension of slavery

was a genuine Democratic tradition
;
and yet the pressure on

them from the South grew daily heavier, with louder threats

of secession unless the Xorth should accede to their full de-

mands. This was the position of the Democratic leaders

during the seven years which included the administration of

Mr. Buchanan, and were rudely terminated by the proceed-

ings at Montgomery. Their defeat and destruction as a

national party were due to the Southern chiefs, in whose

hands the Union men of that part of the country were like

children in the grasp of a maniac.

The Secessionists had already announced that they should

consider the election of Mr. Lincoln, if it occurred, as the

signal for the development of their designs. It did occur.
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and tliey kept tlieir word. But their fatal error was that of

resorting to violence. There is reason to believe that they
could have obtained by peaceable measures what they desired.

Kever did men make a greater blunder. Their attack on the

government instantly obliterated party distinctions
;

its efEect

was to divide by a new line the country for or against the

Union, The subject of slavery was dropped for the time
;
men

forgot all else in enthusiasm for the country and the flag. The

war, when it began, was not an abolitionists' war; it had no

reference to the black man
;

its sole object was to maintain the

Is^ational Government and the union of the States. On that

question the ISTorthern Democrats were strong and united:

they became War Democrats
; they led the movement by

word, by pen, with money, and sword in hand. The madness

of the Southern extremists forced them into that position.

Their action was not inconsistent. Their effort had been to

preserve the Union
;
for that they had made great sacrifices

;

they had conceded to the South all that they could, and even

more than they ought to have yielded. They had compro-
mised themselves in the hope of conciliation

; they had gone
to the verge and last extreme—but in vain. When, in spite

of these efforts, they found themselves set at naught, disre-

garded, and treated as imbeciles and fools, they had a right

to feel the indignation which they openly expressed. And
when at last the National Government was defied, its officers

attacked, and its flag torn down, they had but one course—to

fly to arms. The acts of the Southern leaders drove them to

that position.

Underneath this the Power was working which rules in the

affairs of men and mysteriously orders all things in lieaven

and earth. It is difiicult to see how the country could ever

liave been at rest while slavery remained among us, or how

slavery could have been abolished without a civil war. It

had been from tlie very beginning tlie cricx of our existence.

It was the subject of debate and agitation in 1784, in 1787,

in 1819-'20, in 1848, in 1850, in 1854— always and every-
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where. It was a shadow overhanging the march of the

nation, ever threatening storm, and

"Darkening the dark lives of men.*'

Slavery mnst be destroyed before there could be peace.

But slavery could not be destroyed except by the power of

the National Government. That power could not have been

exerted for that purpose in time of peace: a state of war

was necessary before it could so act : and that must be a home

war, not a war with a foreign nation. Such a state of war—
the indispensable preliminary to the destruction of the insti-

tution of Slavery by the United States Government—was

brought about by those who madly attempted a violent seces-

sion. If they had not attacked the United States Govern-

ment there could have been no war. If there had been no

war the United States Government could not have abolished

slavery. If slavery had not been abolished, and the impossi-

bility of getting rid of it had become a quiet, settled convic-

tion, there would have been a peaceable separation ;
the South

would have asked it, and the Democratic party would have

led the North in assenting, though with sorrow, to the re-

quest. That solution of the question was rendered impossible

by the course taken by the Secessionists. Even then years

passed before the under current became an upper one. The

war, at first, was not an abolition movement. Strict orders

were given to our generals not to meddle with slavery in

any way ;
and so things went on. But it is said that bay-

onets can think. It took some time for the Army to per-

ceive that unless slavery were destroyed their work must

fail. When that became perfectly clear slavery was doomed.

When the question was fairly put which should live, Slavery
or the United States Government, the answer was prompt,
and slavery vanished hke wax in a burning, fiery furnace.

These considerations explain the position of my father and

many others of like mind in those trying and terrible days.

He was, as he had been from his youth, a Democrat by con-
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viction : he believed in tlie party, and gave liis energies to its

cause. The movement of 1848 was disapproved by him
;
he

thought it unwise, predicted its failure, and was connected

with it only under the pressure of influences to which it was

no dishonor to yield. He was firm in his opposition to sla-

very ;
he was not less firm in asserting the constitutional rights

of the Southern people. He knew that those rights could

only be secured by the maintenance of the Union
;
and there-

fore, for the sake of l^orth and South alike, he strove for it

with all his heart. He yielded to the stress of necessity as

times grew worse, and in his horror of disunion was willing

to give up to the South at a later period, for the sake of pre-

serving the national existence, what at an earlier period he

would have refused. Above all else, however, next to God,
he loved the country and the flag

—that flag under which he

had marched to the field as a commissioned officer at the age

of fifteen, and which, in his last hours, he ordered to be wrap-

ped about his coffin instead of a pall. He felt for his South-

ern friends and companions, appreciated their trials, extenu-

ated their faults, and labored with marvellous patience and

forbearance to calm their angry mood and bring them to a

better mind. He never was an abolitionist
;
he opposed the

nascent party which the South held in such dread; he did

everything in his power to avert the final catastrophe; he

would have given his vote for a peaceful dissolution of the

old compact, had that ordeal been demanded. But when the

question was reduced to that simple, lucid proposition pre-

sented by the leaders of Secession arrayed in front of Fort

Sumter, he had but one answer, and he gave it with an em-

phasis that could not have been stronger, and in words which

were as the lightning coming out of the east and shining even

unto the west.

And here, as well as anywhere else, I may say what ought

perhaps to be said on the question of my father's consistency

to liis principles, as regards that subject which turned our

world upside down. The only part of his history about
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which there might be misunderstanding among those who

thoroughly trusted and believed in him is that which relates

to his connection with the agitation about slavery. I have,

therefore, made that part of his life the subject of careful

study and long reflection, solicitous, not only to refute in-

vidious criticism, if it should be attempted, but also to ascer-

tain, for my own satisfaction, what was his precise position,

and what was the working of his mind during those vexing
and unquiet years. The results of that investigation I now

present. My analysis may not be correct, but it seems so to

me, and the light is, at any rate, the clearest that I can obtain.

A man's actions, if questions arise concerning them, must

be interpreted by the motives which appear to have influenced

him most strongly. But those in my father's case were the

love of country and devotion to the American Union and

Constitution. About this there can be, I think, no reasonable

doubt. He considered the Federal Constitution as the great-

est achievement of the human mind in the field of political

science, and regarded the American nation as fortunate above

all others in their system of government. To the maintenance

of that system, as bequeathed to us by our forefathers, he post-

poned all other questions. He did not regard it as perfect ;

he looked on slavery as a blot upon it
;
but he expected with

confidence the time when that blot would disappear
—it was a

transient and temporary evil, destined to pass away under the

slow but irresistible working of natural laws. "While tlie evil

existed it must be accepted as one for which the nation was

not responsible ;
to interfere with it by legislation would be

to invade the constitutional rights of a portion of the Ameri-

can people : those rights were protected by the system which

blessed all ahke
; they must be faithfully maintained

;
and to

time, which cures all diseases, it must be left to eradicate the

malady which impaired the common health.

But in the course of events two new parties appeared upon
the scene—the Abolitionists on the one hand, the propagan-
dists of human servitude on the other. He thought it his duty

I.—22
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to resist them both. He opposed the Abolitionists, as invaders

of the rights of a portion of American citizens
;
he opposed

the advocates of the extension of slavery, because their policy
was calculated to postpone for a great while the date of its

extinction. But he never became unduly excited about sla-

very. He had no sympathy for the religious or sentimental

side of abolitionism, nor was he moved by the words of the

philanthropists, preachers, or poets by whom the agitation

was set ablaze and persistently fanned. He probably regard-

ed it as an evil of less magnitude than several others that

threatened the country. In the summary of the articles of

his political belief* nine points are mentioned first, which

have nothing to do with slavery, and only the last two con-

cern it at all.

In his course in the Senate this attitude is distinctly marked

in everything that he did or said. He voted for the annexation

of Texas, where slavery already existed
;
he opposed the ex-

tension of slavery to the free territory acquired from Mexico.

Yet he admitted that a peaceful dissolution of the Union, if

the slave-holding South should seek it, was to be preferred to

a civil war with a view to its abolition. lie would have had

no fighting about slavery, either for it or against it. The

charge of being an abolitionist he always repudiated with

earnestness.

The fusion of Democrats and IVliigs during the Free-soil

movement was regarded by him, before and after its develop-

ment, as a great blunder. He believed that the safety of the

country depended on the ascendency of the Democratic party,

of which he had been an active member ever since he began
to take an intelligent part in political affairs

;
and he thought

it unwise to divide tliat party for what he deemed an inade-

quate cause. The thing to be thought of first was the jDreser-

vation of the American Union, the American Constitution,

and the American Kation
;
and for this he relied on the

*
*Seepagc 331.
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Democratic party, whose principles lie identified -vritli tlie

pure Eepublican theory. He deprecated swerving to the one

side or to the other
;
he tried to keep the ship of the party

steady on an even keel
;
when it deviated with a strong list to

the side of the South he was perplexed and distressed
; and,

contrary to his judgment, and mainly under the influence of

a personal pressure which he could not resist, he joined the

Free-soil movement.

But as soon as it was possible to do so he retraced his steps

and would have resumed the old position. He labored to re-

unite the party in which he still trusted, and from which he

had never separated. He hoped, and perhaps fondly believed,

that the slavery question might be regarded as settled, and

renewed his efforts in the line of national progress under the

compromises and guarantees of the Constitution.

Then came, nearer and nearer, the spectre of a dismem-

berment of the nation and a separation between Xorth and

South. To him this was the most terrible of prospects, except-

ing that of a fratricidal war. The dissolution of the Ameri-

can Union would have been, in his opinion, the greatest of all

disasters, not only in its effect on our own people, but also as

certain to extinguish the hopes of advocates of popular gov-
ernment throughout the whole world. He yielded to avert

so horrible a calamity. He made concessions which at an

earlier date he would not have made, in the hope of saving
the nation : first in his thoughts were the country, the Union,
the flag. Men in extremis must sacrifice something to save

the rest. The only chance was in making common cause

with those at the South who still adhered to the Union
;

their support could not be obtained at that critical hour with-

out the plainest assurance that their constitutional rights
should be perfectly safe, and that the privileges enjoyed un-

der the Constitution by inhabitants of the free States should

be enjoyed equally by them.

Then came the war. His course thenceforth was clear.

They who in fog and mist are puzzled which way to move,
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doubt no longer when the winds arise and blow away the

clouds : they see once more the beacon-light, and nothing else.

One dominant principle, love of the American Democratic

Kepublican system, as practically realized under the Federal

Constitution in the union of the States, had ruled him all his

life
;

it ruled him then. lie went into the war because, by
the action of the South, the chance of a peaceful separation

had been destroyed. The contest, though commenced by

slave-holders, was not for the destruction of slavery, but for

the defence and perpetuation of a system, under which the

institution of slavery was amply protected, and might have

continued to exist a thousand years more. Slavery was a

dead issue for the moment
; they who drew the sword did so

for the assertion of principles deemed by them vastly more

momentous than any question concerning the relations of

negroes and white men. It is true that Emancipation follow-

ed, but only after years of blood and sorrow, and as an after-

thought, of which the "War Democrats" never dreamed

when they rose in defence of the country and for the honor

of the nation.

To me, carefully studying the subject, this appears to be

the simple story of his course. lie lived, from the age of fif-

teen to that of eighty-one, in active service of his beloved

country. To whom is it given, in this perplexing world, to be

perfectly consistent throughout the immense and varied activ-

ities of sixty-six years ? Yet he was, I think, consistent, if

tested by the question, what he regarded, next to religion, as

the highest duty and the proper aim of the citizen. Every
act of his political life may be exj^lained by one of these

convictions :

(«) That the Constitution of the United States of America

was an all but perfect work
;

(b) That it was for the interests of the American people,

and those of all advocates of popular government throughout
the world, that our political experiment should prove suc-

cessful :
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(c) That the old Democratic party was the tme exponent
of the principles of the Constitution, and that the safety of

the American people and the hope of mankind in general

depended on the continued ascendency of those principles ;

(d) That the preservation of the American Union under the

American Constitution, at any sacrifice, must be the supreme

object of those who enjoyed the blessings of its protection.

These convictions are consistent with each other, and they

explain the acts of his public life.

Is^othing could have shown more clearly the distracted state

of the public mind, as the administration of Mr. Buchanan

drew to an end, than the sight presented in the autumn elec-

tions in 1860. There were no less than four sets of candi-

dates in the field : Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois and Her-

schel Y. Johnson of Georgia, nominated by the regular

Democratic Convention
;
John C. Breckenridge of Ken-

tucky and Joseph Lane of Oregon, the candidates of the

seceding Southern Democrats
;
John Bell of Tennessee and

Edward Everett of Massachusetts representing another sec-

tion of the people, who, rejecting the older organizations,

aimed simply at the enforcement of the principles of the

Constitution and the preservation of the Union without

farther agitation of vexing questions ;
and Abraliam Lincoln

of Illinois and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, the leaders of the

Republican national organization. It had been found im-

possible to hold the Democratic party together any longer.

Their national Convention assembled at Charleston, April 23.

Irreconcilable antagonisms were soon apparent, and scenes of

great violence occurred. At length most of the Southern

delegates withdrew. The main body adjourned to meet at

Baltimore, June 18. The seceding delegates, having adopted
a platform satisfactory to themselves, caUed a Convention, to

be held at Eichmond, June 11. Separate nominations fol-

lowed, and the fatal schism was complete. But a much worse

thing was impending. It grew plainer every day that, in

case their demands were not complied with, the Southern
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States would seek to form a separate organization ;
but in

what way no man as yet could tell. True, there were om-

inous signs in more than one quarter, yet it was probably the

general opinion that the secession would be peaceful. Even
that prospect was regarded with dismay by patriotic Amer-

icans. The end seemed not far off—the edifice, reared with

infinite toil and pains, appeared to be tottering to its fall.

Great numbers of us were terribly perplexed in those days.

Doubtless there was a glamour about the Southern cause which

influenced men in spite of themselves, a certain sophistry of

logic which gave to their demands a color of justice. It

should be remembered also that many of us never thought it

possible that a violent separation from the Union would be

attempted ;
we conceded the right to a peaceful and orderly

departure, if our Southern brethren should insist on having
it so. It is a matter of little or no importance what were the

feelings of the writer at that particular time, excepting as a

specimen of those of a considerable number of persons, who
loved at once the old Union and their kinsmen in the South.

As for myself, I never dreamed of the coming war
;
I detest-

ed abolitionism
;
I deemed the course of the Kepublican par-

ty one of unjustifiable and mischievous aggression ; my sym-

pathies were with the South, and I had no doubt of their

right, if they chose, to free themselves gently from those

bonds which held us together. Under these impressions I

voted for Breckenridge and Lane, leaving my bed while suf-

fering from severe illness, and taking the risk involved by

standing in the cold air on an inclement day, waiting my turn

to vote, because I felt it a sacred duty to do whatever my one

ballot could accomplish to prevent the election of Mr. Lin-

coln. Looking back to those days is like looking into a land

of dreams. What broke the dream at once, and set me and

others in my position face to face with facts never before un-

derstood, was the opening roar of the guns directed against

Fort Sumter. With that portentous sound the old illusions

passed forever and a new cycle came in.
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As the fatal time drew nearer the anxiety of men in high

position became intense. I recall occasions when my father

spoke to me on the questions of the day, disclosing the grave

trouble that possessed his thoughts. On one such occasion

he referred to the possibility that Xew York might become

a free-city, entirely independent, in case of a general break-

up ;
not that he advocated the idea, but he placed it in the

category of possibilities.* It was his opinion that a separa-

tion, if sought by the South through peaceful means alone,

must be conceded by the North, as an evil less than that of

war. A memorandum, written in the year 1S75, gives his

views on the subject of the attempted secession :

"NOTES BY JOHX A. DIX COXCERXIXG CERTAIN E^T:NTS

AND TRANSACTIONS IN WHICH HE TOOK PART, DURING
THE CIVIL WAR OF 1861-'65, IN THE UN^TED STATES.

" Ten years have elapsed since the attempt of the Southern

States to withdraw from the Union and to overthrow the

Federal Government by force was frustrated. The Great Re-

bellion, as it will probably be termed in after-times when the

history of that epoch shall be impartially written, cost the com-

batants a desperate struggle of four years for the ascendency,

the loss of half a million of lives, a debt on the part of the

general government of twenty-six hundred million dollars, a

heavy indebtedness in most of the non-slave-holding States,

wide-spread ruin throughout the South, the emancipation of

four millions of slaves, and an inability on the part of the Con-

federated States to redeem the pecuniary obligations they had

contracted in the prosecution of their enterprise. When the

prejudices and passions enlisted in this fratricidal conflict shall

have passed away and another generation shall have come to

manhood, it will be difficult to find an adequate cause for this

insurrection against the common government. The pretexts

* The plan was advocated by Fernando Wood, in the annual message
addressed by liim to the Common Council of New York, January 7, 1861.



344 MEMOIRS OF JOHN ADAMS DIX.

on tlie part of its authors were that the non-slave-holding

States did not execute in good faith the requirement of the

Constitution of the United States to deliver up persons escap-

ing from labor or service—a provision acknowledged to have

been intended to include fugitive slaves—and that the elec-

tion of Mr. Lincoln by the votes of the non - slave -
holding

States alone, against the unanimous vote of the slave-holding

States, was dangerous to the prosperity of the latter, and to

their equal participation in the benefits which the Federal

Government was instituted to secure. There was no just

ground for the former pretext. Congress had passed all nec-

essary laws for the purpose of compelling the surrender of

fugitive slaves, and the Supreme Court of the United States

had decided that there was no obligation on the part of indi-

vidual States to legislate in furtherance of that object. In

some of the ]N^orthern and Western States individuals, who
believed the tenure of slaves to be a crime, had associated to

shelter fugitives and to facilitate their escape to Canada, where

they could not be reclaimed by their owners. These associa-

tions, though unquestionably in violation of good faith, were

the acts of individuals, and involved no responsibility on the

part of the Federal Government. The escape from slavery

was almost exclusively confined to two or three slave-holding

States bordering on the States in which slavery was prohibited.
" The election of Mr. Lincoln was in strict conformity to

the Constitution; and a decided majority of the Senate of

the United States was opposed to the policy of his party, and

in favor of maintaining in good faith all the obligations of

the government. There was, therefore, no possibility that

the rights of the Southern States could be impaired by un-

friendly legislation.
" The real cause of the secession movement was, beyond

dispute, a belief on the part of the slave-holding States that

their slave property was imperilled by their association with

the Northern States
;

that their prosperity would be pro-

moted by the establishment of an independent government ;



1860-1861.] SECESSION BUSHING ON ITS FATE. 345

that the intellectual and social condition of the two sections

of the country, arising out of the tenure of slaves in one, and

a prevalent conviction in the other that it was a violation of

the laws of God, was incompatible with an impartial adminis-

tration of the government, and that the association was a per-

petual menace to the existence of slavery. To this cause may
be superadded the influence of the suggestion that the new

offices, which a separate political organization would require

at home and abroad, would furnish more ample means of

gratifying the ambition of their aspiring statesmen.

"It is by no means improbable that if a separation had

been sought by the slave -
holding States persistently, and

through peaceful means alone, it might have been ultimately

conceded by the Xorthem States in preference to a bloody
civil war, with all its miseries and demoralization. But the

forcible seizure of arsenals, mints, revenue-cutters, and other

property of the common government, and the attack and capt-

ure of Fort Sumter, put an end to argument as well as to the

spirit of conciliation, and aroused a feeling of exasperation

which nothing but the arbitrament of arms could overcome.

Acquiescence under such circumstances of aggression would

have been ascribed to pusillanimity ;
and it should not have

been expected from any portion of a community which, in

the estabHshment and maintenance of its independence, and

in the vindication of its honor and its rights during a period

of nearly a hundred years, had never hesitated to put life,

property, and all it held dear in peril.
" The result of this great conflict—one of the most notable

in the history of human society
—has been accepted as conclu-

sive by both parties ;
and although time alone can wholly re-

move the animosities to which it gave birth, it may be safely

said that no civil war of such vast dimensions was ever con-

ducted by the combatants with so little cruelty and vindic-

tiveness. It is, no doubt, due in some degree to this absence

of the worst characteristics of intestine strife that the two

sections of the country are coming together in the ancient
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spirit of fraternal concord, to consult and labor for their

common prosperity and fame."

The election of Mr. Lincoln, November 6, 1860, was the

beginning of the end. The Southern leaders had agreed to

regard that event as a signal that the Union could be main-

tained no longer. Nothing could have prevented it except
a consolidation of the Democratic forces, North and South,
which was impossible. Action soon followed : on the 20th of

December the State of South Carolina adopted an ordinance

of secession. On the 4th of February, 1861, precisely one

month before the time fixed by the Constitution of the United

States for the inauguration of President Lincoln, a convention

held at Montgomery, in Alabama, announced to tlie world the

existence of the " Confedeeate States of America."

There is something almost pathetic in the history of the

efforts which were made, during the progress of those startling

and sinister events, to avert, if possible, the coming shock.

The state of public feeling became more intense from day
to day ; and, as the outline of the terrible future was more

plainly revealed, recourse was had to every action by which it

was thought possible to propitiate a threatening Deity or to

conciliate angry men. Friday, the 4th of January, was desig-

nated, by proclamation from "Washington, for observance as a

day of humiliation, fasting, and prayer tliat it might please

Almighty God to avert the horrors which seemed to be clos-

ing darkly around the path of the nation. Bishops issued their

pastoral letters to the clergy and laity of their flocks, and set

forth special offices for the occasion
;
church doors stood open

all day long ;
fathers gathered their households together about

the home altar—one great petition for help went up to Heav-

en. Meanwhile, citizens of repute and influence were engaged
in strenuous efforts to bring estranged brethren to a better

mind, to calm wild passion, and to exorcise the spectre of Civil

AVar. Among the notable movements of the hour may be

mentioned the introduction of the "Compromise Resolutions"
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in the United States Senate, December IS, 1S60, hj John J,

Crittenden of Kentucky, and the session of the '* Peace Con-

gress
"

at Washington.

Proceedings in the same general line took place in Xew
York; and here I may say a few words about what was

known at the time as " the Pine Street JVIeeting," in which a

large number of our most respected and influential citizens

took part. My friend Colonel Richard Lathers has furnished

me with some interesting details of its proceedings, which I

give in his own words :

" The period referred to in your note is quite fresh in my
memory, and I have always recalled the incidents connected

with the 'Pine Street Meeting' as worthy of more prominence
than the patriotic purposes of the actors have received. I

will give you a short history of the affair from the beginning.
" General Dix, in 1861, was the Postmaster of this city,

and, in accordance with the whole tenor of his life, was an

active participator in everything which should interest a citi-

zen or promote the welfare of the whole country, his influence

being felt and valued in all sections of the Union, in and out

of his own party, and far beyond the confines of his own
section. "When the Union was fii-st menaced by secession he
was the counsellor and ready adviser of all patriotic men ;

for

while he was an advocate of Southern rights under the limits

of the Constitution, yet he was a firm and uncompromising
Union man, and, as such, bent his energies to convince our

erring Southern brethren that secession must fail; that it

could not be justified in any event
; and that even those who

then sympathized with them would promptly confront them
if resistance to the authority of the government should be

attempted. While in communication with prominent men of

the South, by personal interviews or by correspondence, he
addressed a letter to the Hon. Howell Cobb, then Secretary
of the Treasury, but showing signs of secessionist proclivities.
It contained an exhaustive and most convincing argument on
the question of the day. This letter he sent to me to read be-
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fore mailing it.* I immediately ran up to the Post-office and

requested a copy, to send to a few prominent men in South

Carolina, under cover of a letter of my own, which I had pre-

pared and submitted to Mr. Evarts and other distinguished

Kepublicans, and in which I had expressed the view that the

probable measures of the Republican party would develop a

policy favorable to Southern interests. In my letter I re-

quested a formal answer from my correspondents in the

South, and promised them that a meeting should be called

to consider the w^hole situation from a friendly stand-point,

irrespective of party lines.

" The meeting was called by a private circular addressed to

leading men throughout the State of J^ew York
; among the

signers were your father, William B. Astor, John J. Cisco,

"Wilson Gr. Hunt, and James "W. Beekman. The responses

were so hearty and general that I found there might be some

two thousand persons present ;
and 1 was compelled, instead

of receiving them at my office, to hire a couple of buildings in

Pine Street, in order to afford accommodation for so large a

body. Charles O'Conor was called to the chair. I opened the

meeting with a short speech, by request of General Dix
;
and

speeches were made by ex-Senator Dickinson, John McKeon,
Mr. A. A. Low, and other distinguished men of both parties,

and representing different sections of the State. An address

prepared by General Dix was passed unanimously, without

debate; resolutions appended to it were amended, and then

adopted unanimously. Ex-President Fillmore—who, though
unable to be present, heartily endorsed the objects of the

meeting
—was appointed chairman of a committee to visit the

South as bearers of the address, and of this committee I had

the honor to be made a member. Another committee was

then appointed to take measures for a public demonstration

by the citizens of New York, and this led to the great meet-

ing which was held at Castle Garden a short time afterward.

* See Appendix, No. V.
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"At the Pine Street meeting the letters which I referred

to were read, together with replies which had by that time

been received. I regret to say that they were not as concilia-

tory as had been expected.
" Mr. Fillmore was unable to go South

;
but I carried the

address and resolutions, and read them to Jefferson Davis

and the Governors of South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama.

The general response was an expression of regret that the

action had not taken place earlier, before all parties were so

far committed to secession. "While I was at Mobile, making
a Union speech before the Chamber of Commerce by the re-

quest of members of that body, irrespective of party (General

Walker, brother of the Secretary of War of the Confederate

Government then just organized, presiding), the meeting came

to a speedy end, before I had concluded my remarks, in conse-

quence of the reception of news by telegraph that the attack

on Fort Sumter had commenced.
"
By invitation of the Union merchants of Xew Orleans I

went there to address the Chamber of Commerce of that city;

but the newspapers assailed me, and the Mayor, calling on me
at my hotel, requested me to return home at once, and said

that a Union speech at such a time of excitement might pro-
duce a riot, and certainly could have no effect in the interest

of my mission. I took his advice
;
and on my return to Xew

York I found great excitement here, even against myself, the

papers having stated that I had gone to the South to give aid

and comfort to the rebellion ! Such is life !"

Among my father's papers I have been so fortunate as to

find the original of the address referred to, with the auto-

graphs of the signers. These I now present to the reader,
and with a personal statement which will explain one motive

among others for preserving them as they stand. It will be
observed that my father's signature is at one side, with that

of Mr. James T. Soutter, and that these two names are some-

what apart from the rest. Mr. Soutter was at that time Pres-

ident of the Bank of the Republic, a man of unsullied repu-
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tation, great abilities, and a noble spirit ;
remembered now

with respect and love by all wlio knew him. He was one of

those Southerners who, loyal to the Union and strongly op-

posed to secession, regarded civil war with absolute horror.

The South had many such patriotic citizens within her bor-

ders, but unhappily their voices were drowned by the cries

of excited revolutionists, and they were ultimately swept

away by a torrent which it was impossible for them to resist.

In after-years, when this good and kind-hearted gentleman,

having patiently sustained a long and sad trial of unmerited

suspicion, unjust persecution, and exile from his native land,

had found release from his earthly sorrows in a Christian's

death, and when many of the distressing events of those days
had faded into dim memories, there came into my own life

the greatest brightness and the fullest happiness I ever knew,

through my marriage with a daughter of his house, a woman
who does honor to the name she bore, and fills the perfect

measure of wife, mother, and friend. I never had the good
fortune to know her father

; but, in looking on her, I can

imagine what he must have been. One fact more I venture

to add in this connection. When Mr. Soutter returned home,
after years of involuntary absence, upon the conclusion of the

war, it was necessary for him to seek his pardon and amnesty
from the Government of the United States— a pardon for

crimes never committed !
— and the first signature to the

petition addressed to President Johnson in liis behalf was

that of John A. Dix,

The address adopted at the Pine Street meeting appears to

merit preservation, as throwing liglit upon the history of the

efforts to avert the dissolution of the Union :

" Fellow-Citizens and Bretiiken or the South,—It has

become our painful duty to address ourselves to you under

the most alarming circumstances in which we have been

placed since the formation of the government. In the ful-

ness of our prosperity, our strength, and our credit the Union
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to which we owe it all is in imminent danger of becoming a

prey to internal dissension, sacrificing the great interests of

the country, and forfeiting the high position it holds among
the nations of the earth. To avert a calamity so disgraceful

to us as a free people, so disastrous to the common welfare,

and so disheartening to the friends of representative govern-

ment in both hemispheres, we appeal to you by the sacred

memory of that fraternal friendship which bound our fore-

fathers together through the perils of the Kevolution, which

has united us all through succeeding years of alternate good
and ill, and which has conducted us, under the protection of

the Sovereign Huler of the Universe, to wealth and power—
by a progress unexampled in the history of the past

—by all

the endearing recollections with which this association is hal-

lowed, we conjure you to pause before the current of disun-

ion shall acquire a force which may prove irresistible, that we

may consult together, with the calmness due to the magnitude
of the crisis, for the removal of the causes which have pro-

duced it. We make this appeal to you in entire confidence

that it will not be repulsed. We have stood by you in the

political contest tlirough which we have just passed. "We

have asserted your rights as earnestly as though they had

been our own. You cannot refuse, therefore, to listen to us,

and to weigh with becoming deliberation the reasons we have

for believing that the wrongs which have led to the existing

alienation between the two great sections of the country may,
with your co-operation, be speedily redressed. "We do not in-

tend to go back to the origin of these wrongs. "We will not

review the dark history of the aggression and insult visited

upon you by abolitionists and their abettors during the last

thirty-five years. Our detestation of these acts of hostility is

not inferior to your o%vn. "We take things as they exist, to

deal with them as an evil not to be eradicated by violence,

but to be remedied by a treatment which shall at the same

time be considerate and firm. "We call on you as friends to

delay action until we can induce those through whose agency
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tlie evil lias been brouglit upon us to listen to tlie voices of

reason and duty, and to place your relations and ours to the

common privileges and benefits of the Union on a footing of

perfect equality ; or, failing in this, until we can bring the

majority of our fellow - citizens in the N^ortli to co-operate
with us, as we do not doubt they will, in the proper measures

of redress. We do not despair of securing from those to

whose hands the reins of government are about to be intrust-

ed a recognition of your rights in regard to the surrender of

fugitive slaves and equality in the Territories. We know that

great changes of opinion have already taken place among their

most intelligent and influential men—that a reaction has com-

menced, which is not likely to be stayed
—that errors and prej-

udices which in the heat of the canvass were inaccessible to

reason and persuasion have been on cool reflection renounced
;

nay, more, that many, whose opinions have undergone no

change, are willing, in a praiseworthy spirit of patriotism, to

make on questions which are not fundamental in our system
of government, but merely accessary to our social condition,

the concessions necessary to preserve the Union in its integ-

rity, and to save us from the fatal alternative of dismember-

ment into two or more empires, jealous of each other, and em-

bittered by the remembrance of differences which we had not

the justice or the magnanimity to compose.
" Let us enumerate briefly the grounds on which we repose

our trust in a speedy accommodation of the existing disagree-

ment between the l^Torth and the South :

"I. The late Election.—Although it was adverse to us

throughout the North, we have in the detail added materially

to our strength in Congress, where the power to redress

wrong and prevent abuse is most needed. In this State,

against five Democratic and Union members of the present

Congress, eleven members have been elected for the next, and

in the other Northern States five members more have been

gained, making a change of twenty-two votes in the House of

Representatives, giving a decided majority in that body to the
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friends of the Union and the eqnal rights of the South, ren-

dering all hostile legislation impossible, and affording assur-

ance that existing: wrons: will be redressed.

" In regard to the general result of the election we do not

hesitate to say that the conservative men have been defeated

by their own divisions rather than by the votes of their oppo-

nents, and that it is not a true criterion of the relative strength

of parties. The slavery question was but an element in the

contest
;

it would have proved utterly inadequate to the re-

sult had not the Democratic party been disorganized by its

own dissensions. Even in the city of Xew York, with an

overwhelming majority, one of the most conservative Con-

gress districts was lost by running two candidates against a

single Eepublican.
" In the Congress districts carried by the anti-Republicans

the canvass was placed distinctly on the ground of sustaining

the equal rights of the States in the Territories. In the

month of May last an address was pubHshed in the city of

Xew York reviewing the controverey between the two great

sections of the country in regard to the Territorial question,

and assuming as a basis of settlement the following grounds :

"
1. A citizen of any State in the Union may emigrate to

the Territories with his property, whether it consists of slaves

or any other subject of personal ownership.
"

2. So long as the Territorial condition exists the relation

of master and slave is not to be disturbed by Federal or local

legislation.

"3. "Whenever a Territory shall be entitled to admission

into the Union as a State the inhabitants may, in framing
their Constitution, decide for themselves whether it shall

authorize or exclude slavery.
" We stand on these grounds now. "We believe the contro-

versy can be adjusted on no other. Many who sustained in

the late canvass a candidate who did not assent to them dis-

agreed with him in opinion. "We speak particularly of the

city of New York
;
and we say with confidence that we be-

L—23
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lieve the great conservative party of the I^orth may be ral-

lied successfully on the foregoing propositions as a basis of

adjustment. In carrying them out we shall re-establish the

jjractice of the government from its organization to the year

1820, running through the successive administrations of

Washington, the elder Adams, Jefferson, and Madison. The

Territory north-west of the Ohio River, in which slavery was

prohibited by an ordinance adopted under the Articles of Con-

federation, was an exceptional case. In the other Territories

emigrants from the States were freely admitted with slaves

when composing a part of their families. The adoption of the

Missouri Compromise, under the administration of Mr. Mon-

roe, was the first departure from the practice of the govern-
ment under the Constitution. We must go back to the policy

of the founders of the Republic if we hope to preserve the

Union. We believe this great object can be accomplished,

and that harmony may be restored to the country, if time for

action be given to those who have its destinies in their hands.

"II. The Republican party.
—It cannot possibly remain

unbroken during the term of the incoming administration.

The two chief elements—the political and religious
—can nev-

er harmonize in practice. The process of separation has al-

ready commenced. While those who ostensibly rej)resent the

religious element are as fierce as ever in their denunciations,

leading politicians, no doubt, in view of the responsibility to

devolve on the President-elect in carrying on the government,
have renounced ultra opinions, and proclaim the duty of en-

forcing an efficient fugitive slave law. In Boston the Union

party triumphed by a majority of several thousand votes in

the late municipal election, and the abolitionists have been

expelled by the people from the public halls in which they

attempted to hold their disorganizing assemblies. In other

cities of New England the same reaction has taken place.

The theorists and the politicians can never hold together

when measures of government are to be agreed on; and it

is not believed that the Republican party can sustain itself
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for a single year on tlie basis of the principles on wliicli it

was organized.

"It is a mistake to imagine that the whole Republican

party, or even the great bulk of it, is really at heart animated

by any spirit hostile to the rights or menacing to the interests

of the South. Antislaveryism has constituted but one of va-

rious political elements combined in that 'Republicanism'

which has elected Mr. Lincoln. We pledge oui-selves to you

that, whenever a fair opportunity shall be presented of a dis-

tinct and simple vote of the ]S^orth upon the full recognition

of all your Constitutional rights, a very large majority in

nearly every Northern State will be found true to the Con-

stitution, and true to the fraternal relations established by
it between you and us.

" III. The Fugitive Slave Law.—Eight or nine States have

passed laws calculated, if not designed, to embarrass the sur-

render of fugitive slaves. "Wrong as these enactments are in

principle and in purpose, they have been practically nugatory.
We believe no fugitive from service or labor has been dis-

charged under any one of them. They are, nevertheless,

utterly indefensible as the index of unfriendly feeling ; they
have wrought in practice the farther injury of furnishing an

example of infideUty to Constitutional obligations
—an injury

to us as well as to you ; and no one doubts that they will,

when brought before the judicial tribunals of the country,
be pronounced violations or evasions of a duty enjoined by
the Constitution, and therefore void.

"A movement has ah-eady been made in Vermont— the

most hopeless of the Republican States—to repeal her per-

sonal liberty bill, and the question, as we understand, is yet
undecided in the hands of a committee. Massachusetts, it is

believed, will repeal hers at the approaching session of her

Legislature ;
nor is it doubted that Mr. Lincoln, who has pub-

licly declared that the Fugitive Slave Law must be faitlifuUy

executed, will exert his influence to procure the abrogation of

all conflicting enactments by the States. That it is the duty
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of tlie States to repeal tliem, without waiting for the courts

to pronounce them invalid, no man who justly appreciates the

existing danger will deny.
" lY. The Conservative Men of the Korth.—Since the adop-

tion of the compromise measures of 1850 we have firmly
maintained your rights under them. Previous differences of

opinion were cheerfully renounced. The contest with the

ultraism of the Republican party, active and strong as it is,

has not been imaccompanied by personal sacrifices on our

part. They have been encountered unhesitatingly, and with-

out regard to political consequences to ourselves. We felt

that we had a stake in the issue not less important than you.

Believing the Union essential to the prosperity and the honor

of the country ; holding that its dissolution would not only
overwhelm us with calamity and disgrace, but that it would

give a fatal shock to the cause of free government through-
out the world, we have sought by all practicable means to

maintain it by carrying out with scrupulous fidelity the com-

promises of the Constitution. Though beaten at the late elec-

tion, it is our sincere belief that we are stronger on this ques-

tion now than we have been at any previous time. We believe

we are nearer a solution satisfactory to you than we ever have

been. We regard it as certain to be accomplished, unless it is

defeated by precipitate action on your part.
" These are a few of the grounds on wliicli we rely for an

adjustment of existing differences. There are others which

we deem it needless at this juncture to press on you. But we
should leave the view we take of the question unfinished if

we were not to add, that any violation of your Constitutional

rights by the incoming administration, if it were attempted,

would meet with as prompt and determined a resistance here

as it would from yourselves. We desire it to be distinctly

understood that we speak with full knowledge of the import
of our words, and that we pledge ourselves to such a resist-

ance by all the means which may be necessary to make it

effective. But we are satisfied no such danger is to be feared.
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It cannot, in the nature of tilings, be an nltra administration.

Ko party in power, under our system of government, can fail

to be conservative, no matter on what declarations the canvass

may have been conducted by its leading supporters. There

is an undercurrent of moderation in the flow of popular

opinion, which wiU inevitably withhold those, to whom the

great interests of the country are only temporarily confided,

from running rashly into extremes.
" Let us, then, fellow-citizens and brethren, again appeal to

you to abstain from any movement which shall have for its

object a dissolution of the political bonds which have so long,

and so happily for us all, united us to each other. They have

given us honor, wealth, and power. If occasional differences

have disturbed the general harmony, they have been speedily

adjusted, with fresh accessions of benefit to the common wel-

fare. Xo nation has had so uninterrupted a career of pros-

perity. To what are we to attribute it but to the well-adjust-

ed organization of our political system to .its several parts?

"We do not call on you to aid us in upholding it on these con-

siderations alone. There are others of a more personal nature
—not addressing themselves to you as communities of men

merely, but as individuals like ourselves, bound to us by ties

of reciprocal obligation, which we call on you in all candor to

respect. We should not make this appeal to you on an occa-

sion of less magnitude. But when the very foundations of

society are in danger of being broken up, involving the peace
of families, the interests of communities, and the lasting wel-

fare and reputation of the whole Confederacy of States, no

feehng of delicacy should dissuade us from speaking freely

and without concealment. We caU on you, then, as brethren

and friends, to stand by us as we have stood by you.
"
During the angry contentions of the last nine years we

have been the open and unshrinking vindicators of your

rights. It is in fighting with you the battle for the Consti-

tution that we have by an unfortunate combination of causes

been overthrown— not finally and hopelessly (far from it),
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but temporarily only, and witli a remaining strength which

needs only to be concentrated to give ns the victory in future

conflicts. Is it magnanimous
—

nay, is it just
—to abandon us

when we are as eager as ever to renew the contest, on grounds

essentially your own, and leave us to carry it on in utter hope-
lessness for want of your co-operation and aid ? We cannot

doubt the response you will give to this appeal. You cannot

fail to see that, by hastily separating yourselves from us, you
wall deprive us of the co-operation needed to contend success-

fully against the ultraism which surrounds us, and may leave

us without power in a political organization imbued, by the

very act of separation, with a rancorous spirit of hostility to

you. "VVe conjure you, then, to unite with us to prevent the

question of disunion from being precipitated by rash counsels,

and in a manner altogether unworthy of our rank among the

great nations of the earth, and of the destinies which await us,

if we are only true to ourselves.

" If the event shall prove that we have overstated our own

ability to procure a redress of existing wrongs, all the disposi-

tion of others to concede what is due to you, as members of a

Confederacy which can only be preserved by equal justice to

all, let us, when all the efforts of patriotism shall have proved

unavailing, when the painful truth shall have forced itself on

the conviction that our common brotherhood can be no longer

maintained in the mutual confidence in which its whole value

consists—in a word, when reconciliation shall become hope-

less, and it shall be manifest (which may God forbid
!)

that

our future paths must lie wide apart
—let us do all that be-

comes reasonable men to break the force of so great a calam-

ity by parting in peace. Let us remember that we have pub-
lic obligations, at home and abroad, which for our good name

must not be dishonored
;
that we have great interests within

and without—on the ocean, in our cities and towns, in our

widely extended internal improvements, in our fields and at

our firesides—which must not be inconsiderately and wanton-

ly sacrificed. If, undervaluing the great boon of our prosper-
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ity, we can no longer consent to enjoy it in common, let us

divide what we possess on the one hand, and what we owe on

the other, and save the Kepublic
—the noblest the world has

seen—from the horrors of civil war and the degradation of

financial discredit.

"
If, on the other hand (which may God grant !), you shall

not turn a deaf ear to this appeal; if it shall be seen in the

sequel that we have correctly appreciated the influences which

are at work to bring about a reconciliation of existing differ-

ences and a redress of existing wrongs ;
if mutual confidence

shall be restored, and the current of our prosperity shall re-

sume its course, to flow on, as it must, with no future dissen-

sions to disturb it, and in perpetually increasing volume and

force, it will be the most cheering consolation of our lives

that, in contributing to so happy an issue out of the prevail-

ing gloom, we have neither misjudged your patriotism nor

the willingness of our common countrymen to do you justice.

"
TTie Resolutions.

"Whereas, the Constitution of the United States -was desired to se-

cure equal rights and privileges to the people of all the States, -which

were either parties to its formation or which have subsequently thereto

become members of the Union; and, whereas, the said instrument con-

tained certain stipulations in regard to the surrender of fugitive slaves,

under the designation of '

persons held to labor or seiTice in one State,

under the laws thereof, escaping into another,' which stipulations were

designed to be complied with by the Act of Congress making provision
for such surrender

; and, whereas, the agitated state of the country aris-

ing out of difiFerences of opinion in regard to these provisions demands
that we should declare explicitly our sense of the obligations arisini^

under them
; therefore,

^'Resolved, That the delivery of fugitive slaves to their masters is an

obligation enjoined by the Constitution, in which all good citizens are

bound to acquiesce ;
and that all laws passed by the States with a view

to embarrass and obstract the execution of the Act of Congress making
provision therefor, are an infraction of that instrument, and should be

promptly repealed,
''

Besolvecl, That the Territories of the United States are the common
property of the people thereof; that they are of right, and ought to be,
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open to the free immigration of citizens of all the States, with their fami-

lies, and with whatever is the subject of personal ownership under the

laws of the States from whicli they emigrated ;
that the relation of mas-

ter and slave cannot, during the Territorial condition, be rightfully dis-

turbed by Federal or local legislation ;
and that the people of any such

Territory can only dispose of the question of slavery, in connection with

their own political organization, when they form a Constitution with a

view to their admission into the Union as a State.

^'-

Hesolved, That we pledge ourselves to uphold these principles by all

the means in our power ;
to seek by all practicable eflforts a redress of

the wrongs of whicli the Southern States justly complain, and to main-

tain their equality under the Constitution, in the full enjoyment of all

the rights and privileges it confers.

''

Eesolved, That, while Ave deplore the existing excitement in the South-

ern States, we do not hesitate to say that there is just ground for it.

But we earnestly entreat our Southern brethren to abstain from hasty

and inconsiderate action, that time may be afforded for bringing about a

reconciliation of existing differences, and that the union of the States—
the source of our prosperity and power—may be preserved and perpetu-

ated by a restoration of public harmony and mutual confidence.

''Eesolved^ That Hon. Millard Fillmore, Hon, Greene C. Bronson, and

Richard Lathers, Esq., be appointed a committee to proceed to the South,

with a view to make such explanation to our Southern brethren, in re-

gard to the subjects embraced in the address and resolutions, as they

may deem necessary, and to give such farther assurances as may be

needed to manifest our determination to maintain their rights.
"
Resolved, That in case either of the gentlemen named in the forego-

ing resolution be unable to perform the service for which he is appoint-

ed, the Committee on the address and resolutions be authorized to fill

the vacancy. a Charles O'Conor, Chairman.

"James F. Cox; Wm. B. Clerke; O. G. Carter, Secretaries.

"John A. Dix,

James T. Soutter,

Wilson G. Hunt,
James W. Beekman,
Gerard Hallock,
A. S. Jarvis,

E. PlERREPONT,
John McKeon,
Thomas "W. Ludlow,
Edwin Croswell,

Samuel J. Tilden,

Stephen P. Russel,

Wm. H. AsriNWALL,
G. Kemble,
Royal Phelps,
T. W. Clerke,
John M. Barbour,
j. l. o'sullivan,
Geo. E. Baldwin,

GusTAvus W. S>nTn,

Edward Cooper,
EicHARD Lathers,
Elias J. Higgins,

John Kelly,
J. H. Brower,
Charles A. Davis,

Watts Sherman,
Stewart Brown."
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The alarm created by tlie proceedings at the South was

intensified by the conduct of the administration. Members

of Mr. Buchanan's Cabinet were in open league with the par-

ty of secession, and actually using their official influence to

promote the cause. It is not to be doubted that the Presi-

dent was personally loyal to the nation and to his oath of

office; but he was surrounded by men engaged in the con-

spiracy to overthrow the government, and had not the force

to rid himself of their presence until they had wrought al-

most irreparable mischief. But the time had come at which

to apply an outside pressure on the part of the advocates of

law and order. The President received distinct intimations,

from the Democratic representatives of Kew York in Con-

gress that, unless he could maintain the supremacy and dig-

nity of the government and protect the public property, he

must no longer rely on their support ;
and it was said that, in

Cabinet Council, he had expressed himseK very strongly as

to the course pursued in the disaffected quarters of the coun-

try ;
that he had charged the South Carolina representatives

with misunderstanding his motives and abusing his forbear-

ance, declared that his conduct had been influenced by repre-

sentations of strong Union men in the South who were oppos-

ing secession, and protested against the action of South Caro-

lina in forcing useless and dangerous issues on the country,
and pursuing a line which must end in making the question
a military instead of a political one, and settling it by force

of arms.

General Dix was in constant correspondence with the gov-

ernment, as a maintainer of its dignity and honor and an op-

ponent of schemes of nullification. He had the confidence of

the community ;
it was exhibited in a manner not to be mis-

understood. The government was in imminent peril, from

the seizure of its forts, arsenals, custom-houses, and navy-

yards throughout the South
;
of the forts, at the close of Mr.

Buchanan's administration, there remained, within the seven

States which had seceded, only Fort Sumter, at Charleston,
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and Fort Pickens, at Pensacola. Attempts at conciliation

were met with scorn and contumely. But there was a much

greater evil than any of these. The government could get
no money; the want of money would be ruin. Howell

Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, resigned on the 10th of

December, leaving the Treasury empty, and joined the se-

cession movement, becoming President of the Montgomery
Conference. On his abandonment of his post Philip F.

Thomas, of Maryland, was appointed in his place. The choice

was an unfortunate one. The Secretary was coldly received

in Wall Street
;
his efforts to obtain aid for the government

were met by a frigid silence. At length the President was

given to understand distinctly that not one dollar would be

forthcoming from the banks and financial institutions of the

metropolis until he should have placed in his Cabinet men
on whom the friends of the government and the Union could

depend. The argument is one to which administrations are

compelled to yield. The President asked what would satisfy

them
;
and at a meeting of our leading men, held at the Bank

of Commerce, it was decided to require of him, as a condition

to their support, the appointment of General Dix to a Cabinet

position. The understanding among the gentlemen present

was that the position should be that of Secretary of the

Treasury, although they did not deem it courteous to express

it openly. JSTo higher proof could have been given of the

moral power of a good name.

On the evening of Tuesday, January 8, my father received

a despatch from the President asking him to come at once to

the White House. He went immediately, and was offered

the War Department. This he declined, informing Mr. Bu-

chanan, as had been agreed upon, that at that moment lie

could be of no service to him in any position except that of

the Treasury Department, and that he would accept no other

post. The President asked for time. The following day he

had Mr. Thomas's resignation in his hands, and sent General

Dix's name to the Senate : it was instantly confirmed. The
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news of the appointment was received in New York and else-

where with profound satisfaction : the financial dead-lock was

at once broken
;
the government found itself in possession of

aU the money that it wanted
;
and the country saw a strong

Cabinet and a Union Administration. Mr. Holt was in the

"War Department, Judge Black was Secretary of State, Mr.

Toucey Secretary of the iN^avy, and Mr. Stanton Attorney-

general. The reins were at last in the hands of men ready

to defend the Constitution and oppose secession.

General Dix returned from Washington, on the 11th, to

make hurried arrangements for the ensuing six weeks. On
the following day a meeting of bank ofiicers and directors

of moneyed institutions was held at the Bank of Com-

merce, at which the following resolution, moved by Mr.

Charles H. Russell, and seconded by Mr. Moses Taylor, was

adopted :

^^Besolted, That this meeting learns with great satisfaction the ap-

pointment just announced of the Hon. John A. Dix, as Secretary of the

Treasury of the United States, believing, from the well-known ability,

integrity, and honorable character of this gentleman, his devotion to

the Union, and his determination to maintain the laws, that the change
thus effected will inspire throughout this community increased confi-

dence in the administration of that department and the stability of the

government."

Upon motion of Mr. James Gallatin, seconded by Mr. James

Punnett, it was farther

''Resolved, That we will meet at this place on Friday next, at one

o'clock
;
and in the mean time will confer with the Boards of our re-

spective institutions, and then determine the rate of interest at which

we will bid for the proposed issue of United States Treasury notes."

These resolutions teU the story in brief. As was justly

observed: "All parties have concurred in rejoiciug at the

appointment of Mr. Dix, but we have seen no tribute to his

worth more striking than this. A man has lived to some

purpose whose appointment instantly raises the credit of his
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country, from a simple conviction of his lionor and patriot-

ism."

Before liis departure for AVashington, General Dix went to

the Post-office and took formal leave of his corps. The men
were hastily called together. lie addressed them, compliment-

ing them on their fidelity, zeal, and ability. Alluding to the

circumstances under which he had been called to the office of

Postmaster, he exonerated the men, one and all, from blame,
and declared his conviction of the integrity of those by whom
he was then surrounded. Referring to the troubled condition

of the country, he expressed the belief that, with God's help,

the peril would pass away, that the bonds which had held the

States together would be reunited, and that when he and

those around him should meet again it would be to welcome

the arrival of days of tranquillity and peace. And, so saying,

he bade them farewell.

General Dix was the guest of the President, and in resi-

dence at the White House, from the date of his appointment,

January 11, 1861, until the end of that administration. Mr.

Buchanan was still hopeful of a solution of our difficulties ;

but the members of his Cabinet could not have shared his

views. The six weeks to which I now refer were among the

most exciting of my father's life. lie found the Treasury

Department in a state of the utmost confusion. Public busi-

ness had been neglected ;
letters from merchants and capital-

ists remained unanswered
; complaints from all parts of the

country had been unheeded; irregularity in the transaction

of affairs appeared to be the rule and common practice ;
dis-

honesty and knavery were apparent through their results;

underneath all was a spirit of disloyalty to the government.
In a private letter from "Washington the following expres-

sions occur :

"Things look dark here to-day (January 16). The utter

inactivity of Congress stupefies those who otherwise would

have some hopes. The House of Representatives is an assem-

blage governed by the cant and hypocrisy of the worst Puri-
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tan elements. National men are discouraged. Soiitliem lead-

ers reiterate that outside of South Carolina, even in Georgia,

Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida, the Union sentiment pre-

vails in the hearts of the people ;
but that it cannot be got at.

It is buried in a present triumph of feverish, demagogic se-

cessionism. All eyes have been turned toward "Washington ;

but here nothing is done. Mr. Buchanan has but a few weeks

more to remain in office, and can neither act upon hopes or

fears, as he would be enabled to do if his term were but half

expired. He is next to powerless, though his intentions

are good, and he is surrounded bj comparatively able men.

Stanton and Dix alone might have aided the country great-

ly if they had been in office earlier
;
and then there is

General Scott, who is indefatigable. But I fear it is all in

vain."

The difficulties with which the Secretary had to contend,
inside and outside the department, were prodigious. Major
Anderson was shut up in Fort Sumter, and commissioners

from the Governor of South Carolina were in Washington, to

treat for the surrender of that fortress to the State. Gen-

eral Dix and Major Anderson were old friends
; they had

belonged to the same regiment in the regular service; it

may be imagined with what suspense and anxiety the for-

mer watched the fortunes of his comrade in arms. Men
of sense were cursing the folly and rashness of South Car-

olina. Congress was besieged by petitions for redress and

relief in some ways acceptable to both sections of the coun-

try. Hope was still entertained of conservative action on

the part of the Legislatures of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennes-

see, and Arkansas. Maryland stood firm. If those States

had proved loyal the Union might have been maintained

without a war.

The Secretary's embarrassments may be understood by an

attentive perusal of a letter, dated February 21, and sent by
him to Congress, in response to a resolution of the House of

Kepresentatives calling for information on some matters of
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vast importance to tlie government. It embraces the follow-

ing points :

1. The collection of duties on imports ;

2. Light-houses, beacons, and buoys ;

3. The Branch Mint at ISTew Orleans
;

4. The Marine Hospital ;

5. The revenue-cuttei'S.

It appears from this communication that the duties on im-

ports continued to be collected in the ports of entry establish-

ed by law in the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,

Louisiana, and Florida, but that the collectors assumed to per-

form their duties under the authority of the States in which

they resided, and held the money they received subject to the

State authority. As a sj)ecimen of the unspeakable coolness

of those demoralized officials, take the following :

On the 4tli instant the following letter was received from

John Boston, Esq., collector of the customs for the port of

Savannah, whose resignation, dated January 31, was subse-

quently tendered :

"
Custom-house, Collector's OfBce, Savannah, January 30, 1801.

"
Sir,
—I to-day received the following despatch from liis Excellency

Joseph E. Brown, Governor of Georgia :

" ' You will pay no more money from the Custom-house to any govern-

ment or person without my order.'

"
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

"John Boston, Collector.

"Hon. JouN A. Dix,

"Secretary of the Treasury, Washington."

The following answer was immediately despatched by mail :

"
Treasury Department, February 4, 1861.

"
Sir,
—Your letter of the 30th ultimo, containing a copy of a despatch

from the Governor of Georgia, directing you to pay
' no more money

from the Custom-house to any government or person without his order,'

is received.
" You will please to advise me, by return of mail, whether it is your

purpose to obey his direction, or whether you will conform to the instruc-
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tions of this department, and perform your duty under the laws of the

United States. Very respectfully, Johx A. Dix,

,, , „ „ "Secretary of the Treasury." JoHX Boston, Esq.,
" Collector of the Customs, Savannah, Geoi^ia."

On the 12th instant the following reply was received :

"Savannah, February 8, 186L

"
SiK,—Tour letter, under date of the 4th instant, asking me whether

it is my purpose to obey the direction of the Government of Georgia to

pay no more money from the Custom-house to any government or person

without his order, or whether I will conform to the instructions of this

(your) department, and perform your (my) dnty under the law of the

United States, is this moment received
; and, in reply, I beg to say that

I will, as a good and loyal citizen, as I hope I am, obey the authority of

my State. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ^^ ^ - -Rn

"Hon. John A. Dix,

"Secretary of the Treasury, Washington."

This declaration was carried out at a later day by refusing

to pay a draft for the compensation of a revenue-officer in

his own State.

It also appears that the free navigation of the Mississippi

River, which had been guaranteed as a perpetual right to the

people of the United States at the time of the purchase of

Louisiana, had been interrupted by the authorities at Xew
Orleans, to the great loss and injury of all the Xorth-westem

States, the inward commerce of the great TTest having thus

been made subject to the authority of the State of Louisiana

and tributary to her treasury. No madder proceeding could

have been imagined, nor one more certain to open the eyes

I of Western men to the results of secession.

The subject of the Marine Hospital at Xew Orleans in-

volved (as will be seen in the following extracts from Gen-

eral Dix's papers) some vigorous correspondence :

"
77ie Marine Hospital.

" In the month of June, 185S, the Marine Hospital opposite

Kew Orleans became seriously injured by the overflow of the
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waters of the Mississippi River, Its foundations were so dis-

turbed by the flood that it was deemed unsafe for occupation.

The barracks, two miles below the city, being untenanted and

not needed for troops, they were, with the consent of the War

Department, appropriated to the use of the sick, who were

removed to them, and have occupied them ever since.

" On the 26th day of January, ultimo, I received the fol-

lowing letter from the Collector of the Customs at Kew
Orleans :

"
'Custom-bouse, New Orleans, Collector's Office, January 14, 18G1.

" '

SiK,
—I have the honor to inform you that the United States bar-

racks below the city have been taken possession of in the name of the

State of Louisiana, as vrill appear by the enclosed communication from
" C. M. Bradford, Captain Louisiana Infantry." I shall take steps to re-

move these invalids, if necessary, at an early date, and with due regard
to economy. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'"F. H. Hatch, Collector.
" ' Hon. P. F. TnoMAS,

" '

Secretarj' of the Treasurj-, Waslungton.'

" In this letter was enclosed one from Captain Bradford, to which it

alluded, and which is as follows :

" '

Barracks, near New Orleans, January 13 (Sunday), 1861.

" '

Sir,
—On the 11th instant I took jsossession of these barracks in the

name of the State of Louisiana, and they will hereafter be held by the

same authority. I find herein some two hundred and sixteen invalids

and convalescent patients, who were removed here some months ago, by

your authority, from the Marine Hospital on the opposite bank of the

river during the recent overflow.
" 'As these quarters will all be required for the Louisiana troops now

being enlisted, I have to request that you will immediately remove those

patients who are convalescent, and, as soon as in the opinion of the resi-

dent surgeon it may be practicable and humane, those who are now
confined to their beds.

" ' I beg leave farther to add that the quarters now occupied by the

surgeon and his assistants, nurses, stewards, etc., will remain at their use

and disposal as long as may, in the surgeon's opinion, be necessary.
" '

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" '

C. M. BUADFORD,
" '

Captain, First Louisiana Infantry.
"'F. H. Hatch, Esq.,

" ' Collector U. S. Customs, New Orleans.'
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" On the following day I sent to the Collector the following despatch

by telegraph :

" '

Treasury Department^ January 27, 1861.

"'Apply to the Governor of Louisiana to revoke Captain Bradford's

order. Remonstrate with the Governor against the inhumanity of turn-

ing the sick out of the hospital. If he refuses to interfere, have them
removed under the care of the resident surgeon, and do all in your

power to provide for their comfort. John A. Drr,
" '

Secretary of the Treasury." ' F. H. Hatch,
'• ' Collector of Customs, New Orleans.'

" On the 28th I addressed the following letter to the Collector :

"
'Treasury Department, January 28, 1S61.

'"SrR,—I did not receive until the 26th instant yours of the 14th,

informing me that the United States barracks below the city of New
Orleans had " been taken possession of in the name of the State of

Louisiana." I found enclosed a copy of the letter of Captain C. M. Brad-

ford, of the First Louisiana Infantry, advising you that he had taken

possession of the barracks
;
that they would '- be required for the Louisi-

ana troops now being enlisted
;"' and requesting you to "

immediately re-

move those patients who are convalescent, and, as soon as in the opinion
of the resident surgeon it may be practicable and humane, those also

who are now confined to their beds."' He also states that tlie barracks

contained " two hundred and sixteen invalids and convalescent patients."
'"On this transaction, as an outrage to the public authority, I have no

comment to make. But I cannot believe that a proceeding so discordant
with the character of the people of the United States, and so revolting
to the civilization of the age, has had the sanction of the Governor of
the State of Louisiana. I sent a telegraphic message to you yesterday,

desiring you to remonstrate with him against the inhumanity of Captain
Bradford's order, and ask him to revoke it. But if he should decline to

interfere, I instructed you in regard to the removal and treatment of the

sick
; and, in that event, I trust you will carry out my direction, not

merely with "
economy," but with a careful regard to their helpless con-

dition.
" ' The barracks, it seems, were taken possession of on the 11th instant.

Captain Bradford's letter is dated the 13th, and yours the 14th, though I

had no information on the subject until the 26th. I infer from the news-

paper paragraph you enclosed, which telegraphic advices in regard to

the subject-matter show to be of a later date than your letter, that the
latter was not despatched until the 21st or 22d instant. I hope I am
mistaken, and that the cause of the delay is to be found in some unex-

plained interruption of the mail I should otherwise have great reason

I.—24
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to be dissatisfied that the information was not more promptly commani-

cated.'

" ' From the tone of the newspaper paragraph you enclosed, and from

the seizure of the barracks, in violation of a usage of humanity, which in

open war between contending nations, and even in the most revengeful
civil conflicts between kindred races, has always held sacred from dis-

turbance edifices dedicated to the care and comfort of the sick, I fear

that no public property is likely to be respected. You will, therefore,

have no more money expended on the revenue-cutter Washington, now
hauled up for repairs, until I can have the assurance that she will not be

seized as soon as she is refitted, and taken into the service of those who
are seeking to break up the Union and overthrow the authority of the

Federal Government.
" '

I am, resijectfully, yours, John A. Dix,
" '

Secretary of the Treasury.
"F. II. IlATCn, Esq.,

" ' Collector of Customs, New Orleans.' "

I must now give tlie history of tlie famous despatch refer-

ring to the American tlag. It made a profound impression

on the country, and fell like a live coal on a mass of material

ready to ignite. There are two accounts, both given by my
father

;
one may be found in the second volume of his pub-

lished Speeches and Occasional Addresses, under Section Y.

of his communication to the House of Representatives. The
other is now printed for the first time. It was written for

Mrs. William T. Blodgett, of Kew York, with the request

that it should not be published during his own lifetime or

that of ex-President Buchanan. The limitation has long since

expired, and I am glad to be able to present this most inter-

esting document to the reader, referring him for additional

particulars to the official rejDort made to Congress :

"
Ilcad-quartcrs, Department of the East,

New York City, Mareh 81, 1865.

"My dear Mrs. Blodgett,— I fulfil the promise, made to you last

summer, to give you the history of the order issued by me to shoot any
man who should attempt to haul down the American flag. The only

request I make is that no publication shall be given to it during my
life and Mr. Buchanan's.

"
I was requested by Mr. Buchanan to go to Washington early in Jan-

uary, 1861. He said he wished me to take a place in his Cabinet, and
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offered me the "War Department, which I declined. Mr. Holt, Postmas-

ter-general, was Acting Secretary of "War, and I told the President I could

do nothing in that office to which the incumbent was not fully adequate.

But I said to him that if he thought I could be of any use to him in

the Treasury Department, I would not refuse it. He replied that he

thought he could make the arrangement, and I left "Washington for New
York. Before I reached home I saw my appointment in the newspapers.

Howell Cobb had resigned as Secretary of the Treasury a few weeks be-

fore and returned to Georgia, for the purpose of co-operating with that

State in the attempt to break up the Union. Philip F. Thomas of Mary-
land had been appointed in his place, but had not responded to the

expectations of the President or the country in the performance of it5

duties, the credit of the government having fallen under him even to a

lower ebb than under his predecessor.

"I entered on my duties on the loth day of January, 1861, and at Mr.

Buchanan's urgent request stayed with him at the President's house.

Forts, arsenals, and revenue - cutters in the Southern States had been

seized by the local authorities. Xo effort had been made by the gov-
ernment to secure its property ;

and there was an apparent indifference

in the public mind to these outrages which was incomprehensible to me.
" On the 18th of January, three days after I entered on my duties,

I sent a special messenger, "W. Hemphill .Jones, Esq., who was chief clerk

in one of the bureaus of the Treasury Department, to New Orleans, for

the purpose of saving the revenue-cutters in that city. He was then to

proceed to Mobile and Galveston and try to save the revenue-cutters

there. My orders were to provision them and send them to New York.

I knew if they remained -there that the State authorities would take

possession of them.
"
I received from Mr. Jones, on the 29th of January, the despatch pub-

lished on page 440, vol. ii., of my Speeches, advising me that Captain

Breshwood, of the revenue-cutter McClelland, refused to obey my order.

It was about seven o'clock in the evening. I had dined, and was at

the department as usual, transacting business. The moment I read it I

wrote the following order :

•' '

Treasury Department, January 29, 1861.
" ' Tell Lieutenant Caldwell to arrest Captain Breshwood, assume com-

mand of the cutter, and obey the order I gave through you. If Captain
Breshwood, after an-est, undertakes to interfere with the command of
the cutter, tell Lieutenant Caldwell to consider him as a mutineer, and
treat him accordingly. If any one attempts to haul down the American

flag, shoot him on the spot. Johx A. Dix,
" '

Secretary of the Treasury.'
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" Not a word was altered
;
but the original was handed to the clerk

charged with the custody of my telegraphic despatches, copied by

him, and the copy signed by me and sent to its destination. Before I

sent it, however, a question of military etiquette arose in my mind in re-

gard to the arrest of Captain Breshwood, and I took a carriage and drove

to the lodgings of Lieutenant-general Scott, to consult him in regard to

it. Mr. Stanton was then Attorney-general. My relations with him were

of the most intimate character; and as he resided near General Scott's

lodgings I drove to his house first, and showed the despatch to him.

He approved of it, and made some remark expressing his gratifica-

tion at the tone of the order. General Scott said I was right on the

question of etiquette, and I think expressed his gratification that I had

taken a decided stand against Southern invasions of the authority of

the government. I immediately returned to the department and sent

the despatch. General Scott, Mr. Stanton, and the clerk who copied it

were the only persons who saw it.

"
It was on Tuesday evening, the weekly drawing-room evening of

Miss Lane, and before nine o'clock I was with her visitors.

"I decided when I wrote the order to say nothing to the President

about it. I was satisfied that, if he was consulted, he would not permit
it to be sent. Though indignant at the course of the Southern States,

and the men about him who had betrayed his confidence—Cobb, Floyd,

and others—one leading idea had taken possession of his mind, that in

the civil contest which threatened to break out the North must not shed

the first drop of blood. This idea is the key to his submission to much

which should have been met with prompt and vigorous resistance.

During the seven weeks I was with him he rarely failed to come to my
room about ten o'clock, and converse with me for about an hour on the

great questions of the day before going to his own room. I was strong-

ly impressed with his conscientiousness. But he was timid and credu-

lous. His confidence was easily gained, and it was not difiicult for an

artful man to deceive him. But I remember no instance in my unreserved

intercourse with him in which I had reason to doubt his uprightness.
"
Tuesdays and Fridays were Cabinet days. The members met, with-

out notice, at the President's house in the morning. My order was given,

as has been stated, on Tuesday evening. I said nothing to the President

in regard to it, though he Avas with me every evening, until Friday, when

the members of the Cabinet were all assembled, and the President was

about to call our attention to the business of the day. I said to him,
' Mr.

President, I fear we have lost some more of our revenue-cutters.' 'Ah !'

said he,
' how is that ?' I then told him what had occurred down to the

receipt of the despatch from Mr. Jones, informing me that Captain Bresli-
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wood refused to obey my order. '

Well,' said he,
' what did you do V I

then repeated to him, slowly and distinctly, the order I had sent. When
I came to the words,

' Shoot hira on the spot," he started suddenly, and

said, with a good deal of emotion,
' Did you write that ?'

'

Xo, sir,' I said,

' I did not write it, but I telegraphed it.' He made no answer; nor do I

remember that he ever referred to it afterward. It was manifest, as I

had presupposed, that the order would never have been given if I had

consulted him,
"
It only remains for me to say that the order was not the result of any

premeditation
—

scarcely of any thought. A conviction of the right course

to be taken was as instantaneous as a flash of light ;
and I did not think,

when I seized the nearest pen (a very bad one, as the fac-simile shows)
and wrote the order in as little time as it would take to read it, that I

was doing anything specially worthy of remembrance. It touched the

public mind and heart strongly, no doubt, because the blood of all patri-

otic men was boiling with indignation at the humiliation which we were

enduring ;
and I claim no other merit than tliat of having thought right-

ly, and of having expressed strongly what I felt in common with the

great body of my countrymen.
"
It gives me great pleasure, my dear Mrs. Blodgett, to place in your

bands this plain history of an official act which has made me so much

your debtor. I can never forget that I owe to your kindness the most

valuable testimonial of my public services that I have ever received.

The obligation is the more grateful to me, because you seem of all others

to be the least conscious of the value of what you have conferred.
" With the sincercst regard, your friend, Johx A. Drs."

Sucli is tlie history of the famous despatch. In concluding
it I qnote my father s words by way of explanation and justi-

fication of his language. He says, in his report to Congress :

"
It may be proper to add, in reference to the closing pe-

riod of the foregoing despatch, that as the flag of the Union,
since 1777, when it was devised and adopted by the founders

of the Republic, had never until a recent day been hauled

down, except by honorable hands in manly conflict, no hesita-

tion was felt in attempting to uphold it at any cost against an

act of treachery, as the ensign of the public authority and the

emblem of unnumbered victories by land and sea.''

The valuable testimonial referred to at the close of this let-

ter was a flag, designed by Leutze, made by Tiffany «fc Co.,
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and given to General Dix by Mi-s. Blodgett at the Metropoli-
tan Fair in 1864. An account of tlie presentation will be

found farther on. In the mean time the reader may be glad
to know the history of the flag which was flying on the rev-

enue-cutter when the now famous despatch was sent to Mr.

Hemphill Jones. The striking incidents are contained in the

following documents :

"Head-quarters, Department of the Gulf,

New Orleans, La., June 20, 1862.

" My dear General,—When I read your decisive and patriotic order,

as Secretary of Treasury,
' to shoot on the spot

' "whomsoever should at-

tempt to haul down tlie American flag, my heart bounded with joy. It

was the first bold stroke in favor of the Union under the past adminis-

tration.

"It gives me, therefore, redoubled pleasure more directly to testify

my admiration by sending you the identical flag of the revenue-cutter

McClelland^ which was the subject of that order, together with the Con-

federate flag which was hoisted by traitor hands in its place.
" David Ritchie, a young Scotch sailor on board that boat, remaining

true to his adopted country when so many of her sons proved recreant,

went on board the McClelland when she was being burnt by the Confed-

erates and brought ofi" the flags.
" His affidavit, which accompanies this, will give the detail of the

facts.

" I doubt not the Secretary of the Treasury will permit you to retain

the flags, which could not be in better hands.
" Believe me, General, most truly yours, Benj. F. Butler."

"To Major-general John A. Dix.

" ^Statement of David Ritchie.

"'Am a native of Montrose, in the north of Scotland; have lived in

this country seven years ;
have followed the sea as a profession since I

left school.

"'For two years prior to August, 1859, I was employed by Henry

Mitchell, Esq., in the United States Coast Survey Department. From
this I enlisted on board the revenue -cutter Bobert McClelland^ at the

time she was put in commission in New York.
" ' Was on the New York station about a year, and then left for New

Orleans, where the McClelland was to relieve the revenue-cutter TFasA-

ington. Arrived at New Orleans late in September, After Mr. Jones, the
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special agent from Secretary Dix, arrived I heard Captain Hudgins of the

McClelland say that Mr. Jones had read the famous order—"Shoot the

first man that attempts to haul down the American flag
"—in the cabin

of the McClelland, and had placed Captain Breshwood in irons for dis-

obedience of orders. About a week after this the Revenue flag was taken

down from the McClelland and put into the signal-house. For about

two weeks no flag was raised
;
then the Secession flag was run up to the

peak.
" ' On the night of the 24th of April last, the authorities here, learn-

ing that the Federal fleet had passed the forts, determined to bum the

McClelland. She lay at the dock in Algiers, and as they were remov-

ing such articles in her as they wished to save I remarked to a friend

that I was bound to get the old Revenue flag and the Secession one also.

About half-past two o'clock, on the morning of the 2oth of April, the

McClelland was dropped oflF, and her anchors let go and then fired. Just

before she dropped oflF I jumped aboard and went to the signal-house,

where among various signal flags I found the Revenue and Secession

flags, and rolled them up and carried them off, and have since kept them
in my house in Algiers.

" ' I am perfectly certain and satisfied that this Revenue flag is the iden-

tical one which elicited the noted order of General Dix, and that the oth-

er is the flag which has been flying from the McClelland since, until the

capture of the forts. (Signed) Dayid Ritchie.

" ' Subscribed and sworn to before me,
" '

(Signed) Wm. M. Ball, Provost Judge.'
"

The history of another of the revenne-cutters may also be

given here, by way of completing the gloomy picture of that

anxious time. I take it from the Secretary's official report

already referred to.

The revenue - cutter Henry Dodge, at Galveston, Texas,
was understood to be so much out of repair as to render it

very questionable whether she could be safely taken to Xew
York. Under these circumstances, the following order was

sent to her commanding officer :

"
Treasury Department, January 22, 1S61.

"
Sm,—If the revenue-cutter Henry Dodge, to the command of which

you were assigned by an order of the 19th instant, should on examina-

tion prove to be seaworthy, you will immediately provision her for six
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weeks and sail for New York, reporting yourself on arrival to the collect-

or of the port. While making your preparations for sailing you will

exercise the utmost vigilance in guarding your vessel against attack

from any quarter. If any hostile movement should be made against

you, you will defend yourself to the last extremity. The national flag

must not be dishonored. If you are in danger of being overpowered by

superior numbers, you will put to sea and proceed to Key West to pro-

vision
;
or if intercepted so that you cannot go to sea, and are unable to

keep possession of your vessel, you will run her ashore, and if possible

blow her up, so that she may not be used against the United States.

"
I am, very respectfully, John A. Dix,

"
Secretary of the Treasury.

"
Captain J. J. Morrison,

"
Commanding revenue-cutter Henry Dodge, Galveston, Texas."

"It was the determination of this Department to adopt such measures

as to prevent, if possible, the revenue-vessels, for which it was responsi-

ble, from being taken by force, and used for the purpose of overthrowing

the public authority. Any attempt to gain possession of them by mili-

tary coercion could not be regarded in any other light than as an act of

war, proper to be resisted by force of arms
;
and it was deemed far more

creditable to the country that they should be blown into fragments than

that they should be pusillanimously or treacherously surrendered and

employed against the government which they were constructed and

commissioned to support.
" At the last accounts the Dodge, in consequence of her unfitness to

proceed to New York, was to be placed at the disposal of the Coast

Survey in the vicinity of Galveston for temporary service, in case of any

hostile demonstration against her. Captain Morrison, who was ordered

to take charge of her before his fidelity to the government was question-

ed, having been dismissed from the service, the command has devolved

on Lieutenant William F. Rogers, in whose good faith and firmness

entire confidence is reposed.

"It only remains to state, under this branch of the inquiries addressed

to this Department, that Captain John G. Breshwood and Lieutenants

S. B. Caldwell and Thomas D. Fister, who voluntarily surrendered the

revenue - cutter Robert McClelland to the State of Louisiana, have been

dismissed from the Revenue Service.

" I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" JoiLN A. Dix,

"
Secretary of the Treasury,

"Hon. Wm. Pekninoton,
"
Speaker of the House of Representatives."
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General Dix's sendee as Secretary of the Treasury, tliough

brief, was very important. When called to that position the

financial affairs of the government were apparently beyond

redemption ;
the Treasury was "without money, the adminis-

tration without credit. Requisitions from the various depart-

ments, to the extent of nearly $2,000,000, were on the table,

with no funds to meet their payment ;
the Treasury notes

overdue amounted to about $350,000. Xot a dollar could be

had from the bankers and capitalists of Wall Street. Xo one

would have undertaken the apparently desperate task of

bridging over the interval between the outgoing and incom-

ing administrations except a man who was both confident in

his ability to meet the crisis, and unselfish enough to risk a

total failure
;
no one would have been equal to the emergency

except a man who placed the love of his country above all

personal and private considerations, and had implicit confi-

dence in her future. His success was complete. He cleansed

and purified, in great measure, what had become a house of

corruption ;
he transferred to the hands of Mr. Chase, Presi-

dent Lincoln's Secretary, a balance of $6,000,000, applicable

to the current expenses of the government. In a word, he

set the National Government on its legs, restored the credit

of the country, and put it in a position to meet the shock un-

der which, if not so strengthened, it must have gone down.

All this was done, not only with consummate financial ability,

but in the spirit of the broadest patriotism, and with an ear-

nest effort to avert the terrible arbitration of war. Referring
to the desires and hopes which actuated himself and his col-

leagues during the close of the last Democratic administra-

tion that the country has seen, he left on record these mem-
orable words :*

"Throughout the whole course of encroachment and ag-

gression the Federal Government has borne itseK with a

spirit of paternal forbearance of which there is no example

*
Speeclies and Occasional Addresses, vol. ii., page 424,
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in the history of public society, waiting in patient hope that

the empire of reason would resume its sway over those

whom the excitement of passion has thus far blinded, and

trusting that the friends of good order, wearied with sub-

mission to proceedings which they disapproved, would at no
distant day rally under the banner of the Union, and exert

themselves with vigor and success against the prevailing
recklessness and violence."

In the London Observer, February 9, 1862, a sensational

story appeared about an alleged
" Cabinet Scene." It ran

as follows :

"
Major Anderson, when commanding Fort Moultrie,

Charleston Harbor, finding his position endangered, passed
his garrison, by a prompt and brilliant movement, over to the

stronger fortress of Sumter
; whereupon Mr. Floyd, Secretary

of War, much excited, called upon the President, to say that

Major Anderson had violated express orders and thereby seri-

ously compromised him (Floyd), and that unless the major
was immediately remanded to Fort Moultrie he should resign

the War-ofiice.

" The Cabinet was assembled directly. Mr. Buchanan, ex-

plaining the embarrassment of the Secretary of War, remark-

ed that the act of Major Anderson would occasion exaspera-

tion in the South. lie had told Mr. Floyd that, as the govern-

ment was strong, forbearance toward erring brethren might
win them back to their allegiance, and that that ofiicer might
be ordered back.

" After an ominous silence, the President inquired how the

suggestion struck his Cabinet.

"Mr. Stanton, then Attorney -general, answered: 'That

course, Mr. President, ought certainly to be regarded as most

liberal toward erring brethren
;
but while one member of your

Cabinet has fraudulent acceptances for millions of dollars

afloat, and while the confidential clerk of another—himself in

Carolina teaching rebellion—has just stolen $900,000 from

the Indian Trust Fund, the experiment of ordering Major
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Anderson back to Fort Moultrie would be dangerous. But

if you intend to try it, before it is done I beg that you will

accept my resignation.'
" ' And mine,' added the Secretary of State, Mr. Black.

" ' And mine also,' said the Postmaster-general, Mr. Holt.

" ' And mine too,' followed the Secretary of the Treasury,

General Dix.
"
This, of course, opened the bleared eyes of the President,

and the meeting resulted in the acceptance of Mr. Floyd's

resignation."

This highly colored narrative was not only untrue, but may
be taken as a specimen of the numerous inventions of a time

of excitement. I have the wi'itten testimony of two of the

alleged actors that no such thing occurred at any time while

they were in the Cabinet. General Dix, in reply to a letter

from a gentleman who quoted the foregoing extract, and

asked for information as to its authenticity, says :

"Nctr York, September 11, 1863.

"Dear Sir,
—I owe you an apology for so long neglecting to answer

your letter of tbe 31st ultimo.
" I do not recollect any circumstances like those stated in the extract

quoted in your letter. The extract is in more than one respect altogether

erroneous. I never met Mr. Floyd in Mr. Buchanan's Cabinet. I was

appointed Secretary of the Treasury after Mr. Floyd had retired from the

"War Department, and while the duties were discharged by the Post-

master-general, Mr. Holt. During my connection with Mr. Buchanan's

administration no incident occurred to suggest to me a tender of my
resignation.

"My public duties have been so engrossing that I have been unable

to refer to memoranda of dates, etc., but I will do so, if my answer is not

sufficiently explicit. I am, respectfully yours,
" Joirs A. Dix.

"Augustus Scheix, Esq."

Judge Black, another of the persons mentioned in the ac-

count, says, in a letter addressed to me December 19, 1881 :

" What is called a ' Cabinet Scene ' was falsely described in

a way to do Mr. Buchanan great injury, and he felt it deeply
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for tlie last seven years of his life. Some of tlie versions

represent General Dix as backing Stanton, and others in bul-

lying and insulting the President, who, according to all the

stories, submitted like a coward and backed out of his pre-

determined measure. It was a mere fabrication
; nothing

at all like it ever took place. The date assigned to it by
the inventors was before General Dix was appointed. Never-

theless, the lie had such a run, that some friend of General

Dix, after his death, repeated it in an obituary notice. I

trust you will pardon me for suggesting that you may honor

your father by showing that he never countenanced this false-

hood. I cannot furnish the proof that he ever publicly con-

tradicted it, but you doubtless know that he often expressed
his contempt for it and its authors. I speak confidently, be-

cause he was incapable of doing anything to encourage a

mere slander."

On the inauguration of President Lincoln, General Dix

returned to New York. Before his departure from Washing-
ton he took leave of his associates and friends in a farewell

interview, which is thus described in the National Intelli-

gencer of March 8, 1861 :

"
Valedictory of Mr. Secretary Dix.

"
Yesterday, in the saloon of the south wing of the Treas-

ury building, there was a very large meeting, consisting of

over two hundred and fifty in number, almost spontaneously

assembled, of the heads of bureaus and clerks of the Treasury

Department, to pay their farewell respects to General Dix,

whose brilliant administration of the Treasury Department

during the past eight weeks has restored confidence in the

financial world, and liis aifable manners and prompt business

habits have secured him the affection as well as respect of all

those who were brought into communication with him.
" The meeting was altogether informal, and, by request, Mr.

Medill, the First Comptroller of the Treasury, made the fol-

lowing address to General Dix :
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" ' Geneeax Dix,
—The beads of bureans and tbe clerks of

tbe Treasury Department bave sougbt tbis occasion to express

to you tbeir bigb appreciation of tbe dignity and efficiency

witb wbicb you bave presided over and administered tbe

affairs of tbe Department, and to take a respectful leave of

you before you depart for tbat borne from -wbicb you were so

suddenly and so unexpectedly drawn by tbe demands of your

country.
*' '

Called, Sir, to a most diflScult position at a time of un-

precedented embarrassment, and wben tbe credit and tbe

Treasury of tbe country were almost equally low, it was not

long until your energy and bigb character restored botb.

"'Your kind deportment and quiet amenity of manners

bave secured you tbe personal respect and warmest regards of

all wbo bad tbe pleasure of serving under your direction, and

we now avail ourselves of tbe opportunity to bid you adieu,

and to wisb you every happiness wbicb a grateful country

can bestow.'

" To this address General Dix made tbe following reply :

"'GovEExoK Medill axd Gentlemex,—When I came

here I was not aware tbat any remarks were to be addressed

to me. Much less could I bave anticipated tbat they would

have been couched in language so far transcending any merit

tbat I possess. I beg you to be assured, however, tbat I am
not tbe less grateful for the kind feebngs by which they have

been dictated.

" ' When I requested you to meet together, it was for the

purpose of affording me an opportunity of expressing to you

my deep sense of tbe fidelity and zeal with which you have

discharged your various duties during my brief connection

with tbe Treasury Department. We have, it is true, seen bt-

tle of each other
;
but I know you must bave understood tbe

true cause—the severe pressure upon me during a period of

unprecedented financial embarrassment, caused by a combina-

tion to overthrow the government on the part of men wbo
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were living upon its bounty. If I have, by the force of cir-

cumstances, been constrained to give prominence to the con-

sequences of that conspiracy in other sections of the country,

you may rest assured that it has been no pleasant duty. It

was performed because it was a duty, and because it was be-

lieved that the moral of this lesson of disloyalty to the Union

would be best read in the odiousness of its manifestations—its

recklessness, its violence, and its open disregard of high official

obligations. Happily, its influence on this and other depart-

ments of the Government has been neutralized
;
and I take

pleasure in saying that, in the talents and personal integrity

of my successor in office, the country may confidently count

on an able, honest, and efficient administration of its finances.

You all know that I have during the last eight weeks been in

intimate association, not only officially but personally, with the

late Chief Magistrate of the Union, under whom most of you
have served during the past four years ;

and I should do in-

justice to my own feelings if I were not to say that I have

been strongly impressed with the purity of his motives, his

conscientiousness, his thorough acquaintance with the business

of government in its most complex details, and his anxious

desire that the unhappy questions which distract the country

may have a peaceful solution. His responsibilities have now

passed into other hands
;
and I trust that no one within the

reach of my voice may forget that an administration consti-

tutionally formed is the government of the country, and that

its labors for the public good, and its efforts at this juncture

to restore harmony and confidence, should meet with a cordial

and disinterested support. I did all I could to prevent it

from coming into power, but I consider it a duty to test it

by its merits, and its just measures should never encounter

in any of us a factious opposition.
" ' And now. Gentlemen, I must bid you farewell. There

lias been much in the course of our association, brief as it has

been, there is much in the surrounding circumstances of its

close, to render this parting painful. It is not in the order
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of human life that another sun shall see us all re-assembled.

But, wherever you may go, however widely we may be sepa-

rated from each other, you will carry with you my best wishes

for your prosperity. For myself, having laid down the bur-

den of my official service, I shall return, with a feeling of

relief which no one can understand, to my domestic occupa-

tions and duties, trusting that no public necessity may again

caU me from them. But if the dark clouds by which our

political horizon is overcast shall continue to obscure it, if

the emergency shall come, I hope I may not forget that every
citizen owes what remains to him of strength, or health, or

life to the maintenance of the honor and weKare of the

country.'

"The company present then severally advanced and ex-

changed parting salutations with the highly esteemed Secre-

tary, and afterward retired."

Upon his return to Xew York, General Dix received an

invitation to a public dinner. The letter and his reply form a

part of the liistory of his services as Secretary of the Treasury:

" New York, March 4, 1861.
^'^ Honorable John A. Dix:

" Dear Sir,—The undersigned, your fellow citizens of New York, de-

sire to express their grateful sense of the efficient services rendered by

you at a critical emergency in the aflfairs of the country.

"Your management ot the National Treasury, at a period when dis-

trust and disorder seriously menaced the public welfare, was marked by

decision, firmness, and fidelity to the great trust confided to you. Under

your prompt and sagacious action confidence was restored, the national

credit preserved, and the integrity of the laws vindicated.

"As members of a community deeply interested in the maintenance of

all the authority of constitutional government, the undersigned feel a

just pride in the success achieved by one connected with them by ties

of citizenship and a common sense of public duty ; they earnestly request,

therefore, that you will afford the citizens of New York an opportunity
of expressing these sentiments in a more appropriate manner, by con-

senting to accept a public dinner in this city, at such time as may be

most convenient to yourself
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" The undersigned avail themselves of this occasion to assure you of

their sincere and most respectful regard.

"LUTIIER BrADISII,
Hamilton Fish,
P. Perit,
Wm. H. Aspixwall,
D. Thompson,
Shepherd Knapp,
Watts Sherman,
W. B. ASTOR,
B. R. WiNTHROP,
Benj. H. Field,
Wm. Chauncet,
Samuel Osgood,
B. W. Bonney,
F. De Peyster,
Geo. S. Coe,
Abram S. Hewitt,
Morris K. Jesup,
Moses Taylor,
F. TiLESTON,
Jas. Gallatin,
Wm. a. Booth,
David Hoadley,
Jos. D. Alsop,
Edwin Bartlett, -

Henry Chauncey,
Theodore Deiion,
O. D. F. Grant,
Wm. Barlow,
3I0RRIS Ketchum,
Joseph Laurence,
Peter Cooper,
Greene C. Bronson,
John H. Swift,
S. Baldwin,
James G. King,
Gracie King,
Henry A. Hurlburt,
Robert L. Stuart,
Robert B. JMinturn,
Danl. F. Tiemann,
Wm. II. Appleton,
S. B. Chittenden,
John J. Phelps,
George Bliss,

Walden Pell,
George Opdyke,
Alex. T. Stewart,
Fredk. S. Winston,
J. Green Pearson,
j. punnett,
Samuel B. Ruggles,
A. E. SiLLIMAN,
jM. H. Grinnell,
Wm. V. Brady,
R. H. McCuRDY,
Nathl. IIayden,
Saml. D. Babcock,
Wm. & John O'Brien,
Henry E. Davies,
August Belmont,
Wm. p. Lee,
Gabriel Mead,
Richard Berry,
A. A. Low,
Royal Phelps,
Geo. T. Eliot,
Geo. B. De Forest,
M. Morgan & Sons,
J. Kernocuan,
R. Withers,
William B. Taylor,
Charles A. Davis,
Edwd. Whitehouse,
G. W. Duer,
John D. Jones,
Robert C. Goodhue,
Wm. Nelson & Sons,
David Adee,
Jas. M. Brown,
Howard Potter,
W. H. Hays,
Cammann & Co.,

E. T. 11. Gibson,
Saml. T. Skidmore,
Marshall O. Roberts,
George Folsom,
A. P. Halsey,

J. L. Douglass,
Edwin Croswell,
Wm. T. Coleman & Co.,
SteWxVrt Brown,
W. C. Wetmore,
Henry Grinnell,
Alfred Pell,
G. T. ROBBINS,
Jas. D. p. Ogden,
John J. Cisco,
W. H. Johnson,
Jonathan Sturges,
A. C. Kingsland,
Wm. G. Lambert,
Tho. j. Howes,
Morris Franklin,
Jonathan D. Steele,
J. M. McLean,
Ward & Co.,

C. R. Robert,
Wm. E. Dodge,
J. R. Whiting,
Arthur Leart,
Geo. p. Morris,
Cyrus W. Field,
Thos. Clerke,
Jos. Sutherland,
D. P. Ingraiiam,
Henry Welles,
Wm. II. Leonard,
John T. Hoffman,
Henry Hilton,
Chas. p. Leverich,
E. H. GiLLILAN,
Geo. T. Strong,
Chas. A. Peabody,
And. Carrigan,
H. G. Bronson,
James J. Roosevelt,
Alex. W. Bradford,
Murray Hoffman,
Chas. P. Daly,
J. W. Gerard."
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" New York, March 13, 1861.

"
Gektlemen,—I have the honor to acknowledge the communication

which you presented to me yesterday, signed by a large number of my
fellow-citizens, expressing their approbation of my official service in the

Treasury Department, and inviting me to accept a public dinner in this

city at some convenient time,

" I have no words to express my thankfulness for the honor intended

for me, or my gratification in being assured that my briefadministration of

the financial department of the government has been deemed worthy of

the approbation of those whose interests are so intimately interwoven

with it. I am not conscious of having done any farther service than that

which every good citizen owes to his government, in laboring to uphold
its credit and its authority. That it has been rendered with earnestness,

and without regard to any other considerations than those which em-

braced in their scope the interests and the honor of the whole country, I

can sincerely say ;
and in your approval I see, not so much the merit

which you are pleased to ascribe to me, as your own devotion to the

"Union and its precious institutions, baptized in the blood of our common

ancestors, and bequeathed to us as an inheritance to be maintained if nec-

essary with our own. In its defence New York has in everj- emergency
borne a conspicuous part : in war, by sending her own citizens against

the common enemy, when the power of the General Government was in-

adequate to the public security; in seasons of financial embarrassment, by

pouring out her treasure to uphold the credit of the country, as her chil-

dren have poured out their blood to uphold its honor. I need not say
that I regard the approbation of such a community as the highest testi-

monial it can give and the most valuable any man can receive. I shall

cherish the expression of confidence you have tendered to me as one of the

proudest recollections of my life, never forgetting that without your gen-
erous and disinterested support my own labors would have been fruitless.

" In conclusion, Gentlemen, I beg you to excuse me from accepting
the public dinner you have kindly tendered to me. You will, I know,

appreciate my motive when I ask quietly to allow me to return to my
domestic avocations. Residents of the same city, we shall often meet,
and never without a deep sense on my part of your generous confidence

and kindness.
" I am, with the sincerest respect and regard, your obedient servant,

"JoHX A. Dix."

Althougli the public dinner was declined, he accepted an

invitation from the Mayor and Common Council to a recep-

tion at the City Hall,
" for the purpose of affording the citi-

L—25
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zens of ]!^ew York an opportunity to exj)ress tlieir high esti-

mation of him as a man and a patriot, in his noble stand in

maintaining the dignity of the American flag and in the dis-

charge of the duties of liis office." The day fixed was the

14th of March. A detachment of Police escorted him to the

City Hall, where he was met by the Hon. Fernando Wood,
and conducted to the Governor's Room. His reply to the

brief address of welcome was as follows :

" Mk. Mayoe,—I thank you for the kind expressions with

which you have been pleased to receive me, and for the great-

er kindness which, as the chief magistrate of this city, you
have done me by consenting to be present on this occasion.

My thanks are especially due to the Common Council for the

great honor they have conferred on me by tendering to me for

the reception of my friends a place usually appropriated to

those who have far greater claims than myself to such a dis-

tinction. They have thought proper to place this mark of

tlieir approbation on the ground of my recent services in the

Treasury Department. But, in truth, Mr. Mayor, I feel that

in this service I have done no more than any other sincere

friend of the Union would have done. If the public credit

is in danger of being dishonored, who would not strive by all

the means in his power to protect it ? If the public authori-

ty is set at defiance, what citizen with an honest heart in his

bosom would not labor zealously and fearlessly to defend and

uphold it ? These duties are no more than the common obli-

gations of loyalty to the government and to the Union, of

which the government is the representative. They became

mine in a peculiar sense when I was called to a position in

which they devolved on me as attributes of official service.

"Whatever dishonor there might have been in disregarding or

violating them, the merit of fidelity to them is only that of

doing what it would have been discreditable not to have

done. Sir, I have no claim beyond this to the approbation

of my fellow-citizens. But I am not the less thankful for
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the honor the Common Council have done me. They have

given to me the most grateful of all welcomes—that which

proceeds from the confidence of those among whom we live
;

and I beg to express to tliem through you my deep and last-

ing sense of their kindness."

Of the great number of letters received at that time I

limit myself to transcribing the two which follow; the one

from Governor Morgan, the other from the Hon. Reverdy
Johnson :

"Albany, March 9, 1861.
" The Honorable John A. Dlx :

"My dear Sik,
—I am not willing to let another day pass without

bearing my testimony, and expressing my sense of obligation to you, for

the valuable services rendered to both our State and country by your

prompt acceptance of and efficient discharge of the duties of Secretary

of the Treasury, at a period of peculiar trial and peril to the National

Government.

"During the few weeks that you were at the head of the Treasury

Department, at the close of President Buchanan's administration, you

happily brought order out of chaos, and gave to capitalists and to others

confidence and assurances that treason and traitors had done their worst,

and tliat henceforth law and order were to bear sway in the councils

of the Federal Government.

"Your patriotic course during the late most trying emergency has

placed the people under obligations to you, which should not pass with-

out some public recognition. And I am sure you neither desire nor can

you ever have any acknowledgment that will be so gratifying as the

consciousness which you must ever possess of having, under God, faith-

fully discharged your duty.

"I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your obedient

servant, E. D. Morgax."

"
Washington, March 9, 1S61.

"3It dear General,— I join, with your permission, the universal

voice in thanking you for the able and truly patriotic manner in which

you discharged, from the first, your duties as Secretary of the Treasury.

Such firmness and ability at the commencement of our troubles would,
I have no doubt, have preserved the Union. As it is, God only knows
what is to be the result. The revolution, though begun without the

smallest excuse, much less justiacation, has now progressed so far that
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nothing can arrest it, if that can, but conciliation. This may preserve

the border slave States, and I think -will. And that done, I have hopes

that, sooner or later, the rest ^viII return. But I doubt, greatly doubt, if

the President is at all fit for the emergency ;
and if he is not, civil war

may soon be upon us, and this will be ruin to all.

"
Nothing but a severe indisposition, from which I am recovering but

slowly, prevented my bidding you an affectionate adieu before your leav-

ing here. Happen what may, I shall ever look with interest and confi-

dence to your future. Sincerely your friend,

"Reverdy Johnson.
"General Dix."

END OF VOL. I.
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