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K. GEORGE II,

CONTINUED.

NOTWITHSTANDING the Treaty of Seville,

concluded fo long fince as the year 1729,

the Spaniards had never defifted from the commit

fion of thofe infults and depredations, for the

prevention of which it was chiefly and profefi*-

edly made. They were even emboldened by the

phlegmatic indifference, or pufilianimity, of the

Englifh Minifler, to proceed to flill farther ex-

tremities. They now therefore difputed the right

of the Englifh traders to cut logwood in the Bay

of Campeachy, and to gather fait in the ifland of

Tortuga, though of antient and eftablifhed prac-

tife, and never before called in queftion. On
pretence of the illicit commerce carried on by the

Vol. II. B Britifli



* K. GEORGE II.

Britifh Weft India Iflands with the Spanifh Main—
and which, however contrary to the abfurd policy

of Spain, was doubtlefs equally neceffary and bene-

ficial to both countries—armed veffels, known by

the name of Guarda-Cojias, were ftationed in the

ufual track of commercial intercourfe, which on

the plea of fearching for contraband goods, feized,

plundered, and infolently detained, a great num-

ber of Britifh merchant-fhips at their difcretion

;

and, without regarding the faith of nations, im-

prifoning the crews, and confifcating the cargoes.

The repeated memorials prefented by the Britifh

AmbafTador at the Court of Madrid produced no

fort of effect. Evafive anfwers, vague promifes of

inquiry, and cedulas of inftru&ions fent to the

Spanifh Governors in America, intended merely

to amufe, were all the advances which were made

towards reparation and redrefs. The nation feemed

at length fired with a general and jufl: refentment

at thefe outrages. Petitions were prefented to

Parliament in the feflion of 1738, from the mer-

cantile towns and cities, ftating the violences to

which they had been expofed, and imploring re-

lief and protection. The Houfe, in a grand com-

mittee, proceeded to hear counfel for the mer-

chants, and to examine evidence ; in the courfe of

which it appeared, that the mod horrid and wanton

ads of cruelty had in various inftances been per-

petrated by the Spaniards on the fubje&s of Great

5 Britain.



K. GEORGE If. 3

Britain. One Jenkins, who appeared on this oc-

casion at the bar of the Houfe, gave a fimple and

affecting narrative of the favage treatment he had

met with from the captain of a Spanifh guarda-

cofta, who, after exhaufting his invention in various

modes of torture, tore off one of his ears, and

bade him carry it to his King, adding withal many

contumelious and opprobrious expreffions. De-

fpairing to efcape alive from the hands of this bar-

barian, he recommended, he faid, his foul to God,

and the revenge of his wrongs to his country.

The Houfe, fcarcely lefs inflamed than the popu-

lace with this recital, voted an unanimous addrefs

to the King, " befeeching his Majefty to ufe his

endeavors to obtain effectual relief for his injured

fubjects, to convince the Court of Spain that his

Majefty could no longer fuffer fuch conftant and

repeated infults and injuries to be carried on to

the diihonor of his Crown, and to the ruin of

his fubje&s—and in cafe his applications proved

fruitlefs, affuring him, that the Houfe would effec-

tually fupport his Majefty in taking fuch mea-

fures as honor and juftice mould make it necef-

fary for him to purfue." To this addrefs, the

King returned a gracious and favorable anfvver,

and on the 20th of May 1738, the Parliament,

was prorogued.

Various motives concurred, neverthelefs, to ex-

cite in the breaft of the Minifter an extreme reluc-

B 2 tance



4 K. GEORGE II

tance firmly to refolve on a declaration of war*

During the long courfe of bis adminiftrationv

it had been the conflant and favorite object of

his policy, to preferve the kingdom from that

dire calamity. He perhaps doubted his talents for

conducting a war with vigor and ability; and

he might reafonably apprehend, that any difaftrous

event in the courfe of it might endanger his au-

thority and fafety. He was perfuaded that the

commercial interefts affected by thefe depredations

were in themfelves too trivial, and of a nature too

equivocal in point of righr, to warrant the na-

tion in having recourfe to a remedy fo violent.

He well knew that the union of the two Crowns of

France and Spain was fo ftrongly cemented, that a

war with one muft inevitably involve us in a war

with the other. And it was his invariable and

avowed opinion, though contradicted happily by

later experience, that tngland alone was not equal

to cope with the combined force of the Houfe of

Bourbon. Polfeffed with thefe fentiments, he con-

cluded, during the recefs of Parliament, a conven-

tion with Spain, figned at the Pardo in Madrid;

by which the King of Spain obliged himfelf to

make reparation to the Britifh fubjecls for their

loffea within a certain period; and commiiTioners

were appointed " for regulating all thofe grievances

and abufes which had interrupted the commerce of

Great Britain in the American feas; and for fet-

N tling



K. GEORGE II. b

tiing all other matters in difpute, in fuch a manner

as might for the future prevent and remove all

new caufes and pretences of complaint/* When
the terms of the Convention were communicated

to the Parliament, which met February i, 1739,

it was treated with the molt poignant contempt

and ridicule. It was afferted by the oppofition,

that Spain, fo far from giving up her groundlefs

and unjuflifiable claim of vifiting and fearching

Britifh mips failing to and from the Britifh plant-

ations, openly infifted upon it as a matter of right

5

for it was merely the differences which had arifen

in the exercife of this pretended right, and not

the Tight itfelf, which they had fubmitted to dif-

cuffion. So that the undoubted and indifputable

rights of England, and the infolent ufurpations of

Spain, were referred to the mediation of plenipo-

tentiaries, as reding upon the fame bafis of equa-

lity. It was obferved, that if the miniftry had

made the refolutions taken by Parliament in the

lad feflion the foundation of their demands, a de-

cifive anfwer mud have been obtained; but this

Convention, dyled a treaty, was evidently no more

than a preliminary to a treaty ; and a mod injuri-

ous and difgraceful preliminary. It was an expe-

dient illufory and ignominious, infecure though

abject : And an affertion was rifqued, which eventu-

ally proved indeed driclly true, that the expence of

the commimon would exceed the fum. ultimately

B 3 granted



6 K. GEORGE II.

granted by Spain as an indemnification to the

mercantile fufferers*. It was alfo objected that

the regulation of the limits of Carolina and Florida

was referred to the determination of thefe plenipo-

tentiaries, fo that the territorial right of the infant

colony of Georgia, which indubitably belonged to

the Crown of Great Britain, was left open to dif-

pute, to the great and manifeft difcouragement of

the fettlers, who muft deem themfelves placed in a

mod precarious and dangerous fituation. The

Minifler, whofe equanimity of temper was rarely

ruffled by the bittereft invectives, at length arofe,

and in a very able fpeech vindicated his own con-

duct, and the terms of this Convention, by argu-

ments which merit a much more impartial and dif-

paflionate attention than at this period of national

delirium they could hope to obtain. " From the

military glory of this empire, we are apt, faid

this cautious and fagacious llatefman, to flatter

ourfelves that our arms are invincible ; and the

wars between England and Spain are particularly

dazzling and fafcinating to the imagination. We
fee great navies defeated, great treafures gained,

and great glory acquired j and we have no lei-

* The fum allowed by Spain as an indemnification, a very

inadequate one indeed, to the Britifh merchants, was 95,000 1.

;

from which, under various pretences, fuch deductions were made,

as reduced the balance to lefs than 20,ocol. The Convention

was figned at the Pardo, January 14, 1739.

fure



K. GEORGE II. 7

fare to reflect that the fituation of affairs is at pre-

fent entirely different from what it once was.

Spain indeed has long ceafed by its own unaffifted

ftrength to excite the dread and terror of Europe.

But the very circumftance of its internal debility

has been the means of procuring the fupport and

alliance of Powers, in conjunction with whom it

would be romantic to expecl: that it mould not be

able to defend itfelf againft the moft formidable

attacks of England- We know that France, who is

actually connected with Spain by the clofeft ties of

policy and of blood, has at her command vaft ar-

mies, fleets, and revenues; and to venture the

honor and intereft of the empire againft fuch a

combination of fuperior forces, would, without ex-

treme neceffity, be not only rafh but criminal. I do

not affirm that no fuch neceffity can arife ; but I

affirm that no fuch neceffity yet exifts. France

and Holland have never contefted thofe claims

which we profefs to regard with fuch indignation,

and of which it is pretended we ought to infill

upon an abfolute renunciation on the part of Spain,

without even fuffering them to become the fubject

of difcuffion. But in the loweft ftate to which

Spain has been ever reduced, this claim, which

from long prefcription fhe no doubt thinks to be

juft, and perhaps effential to the prefervation of

her American empire, has been invariably main-

tained. Spain is a nation fteady to her purpofe,

B 4 proud.



3 K. GEORGE II.

proud, fond of power, and even of the fhadow of

it—fcrupuloufly attached to formal inquiries and

difcuffions. Let gentlemen then lay their hands

on their hearts, and fay whether it were advifable

to offer an infult fo grofs—or reafonable to expect

compliance with a demand fo imperious. No one,

it is furely prefumable, would have been better

pleafed than myfelf, had Spain thought fit to have

given up this point by a clear and pofitive renun-

ciation. But it is certain that the mod fuccefsful

war would fcarcely have been able to extort this

conceffion as a preliminary to a future treaty. But

by this Convention a virtual renunciation at lead

is obtained—for Spain has confented to indemnify

the fubje&s of Great Britain for the injuries they

have fuftained in confequence of her pretended

lights as founded upon this claim. Surely then

the adminidration of Great Britain muft have been

mad, had they defperately plunged their country

into a war, while it was in their power to conclude

a peace, of which this great, this decifive conceffion

was to ferve as the foundation. Was it for Great

Britain to refolve to reject all conceffions, and to

hear of no other mode of terminating this differ-

ence than that of the fvvord? Could it be confid-

ent with jufl policy to leave Spain in polfeffion of

a plea fo plaufible, fo likely to intered all the

Powers of Europe in her favor, as fuch a conduct

mud have inevitably furnifhed? Might fhe not

have
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have faid, " I have offered fatisfadtion, I have

offered indemnity, I have offered a firm and faith-

ful obfervance of treaties ; but thefe offers have

been refufed ; England therefore certainly harbors

fome deep and dangerous defign, which it is the

common intereft of nations to oppofe and counter-

act." Holland doubtlefs depends upon her com-

merce for her fupport and political importance, as

much as ourfelves. But I am convinced that the

government of that country would not have in-

dulged the complaints of private traders fo far as

to make a public inquiry, which might have oc -

cafioned an open rupture ; nor would their Minif-

ters have infilled on immediate fatisfaclion. They

know too well that very great abufes are daily

committed in the American trade. They know

too well that the refult of fuch inquiry might

and would have been very little to their advantage.

It requires no great art, no great ability, in a Mi-

nister to purfue fuch meafures as might make a

war inevitable. But as events depend fo much on

fortune, it is the part of a wife Minifter to leave as

little as poflible to fortune. And the fuccefs which

any former Minifter has met with from the favor of

fortune, is no reafon why a fucceeding one mould

tread the fame dangerous and uncertain paths,

when the fame ends can be compaffed in a way

more fafe and certain. I well know indeed that it

is impomble for a Minifter, let him adopt what

mode
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mode of conduct he may, to fatisfy thofe whofe in-

variable maxim it is, that the Minifter can never be

in the right, and confequently that in their uniform

oppofition to all his meafures they can never be in

the wrong. Let us fuppofe that a war had been

precipitately declared and vigoroufly profecuted.

Can we not eafily imagine to ourfelves that we hear

a fyftematic oppofition-man violently declaiming

on the benefits of peace ?—telling the world that

a commercial people ought ever to avoid war, as

deftru&ive to their interefts even when mod fuc-

cefsful ? Fair and reafonable terms, he would ex-

claim, have been offered. Spain has even con-

fented to indemnify our merchants for their lolfes.

They have propofed an amicable meeting, to adjuft

all points in difference—yet our miniftry, far from

liftening to advances fo reafonable and equitable,

have blundered us into an unjufl, expenfive, and

hazardous war. This I confefs would have been

blundering—and for the firft time perhaps in the

courfe of fuch an oppofition, the term would have

been rightly applied. Future ages however, always

impartial in their cenfure or praife, will, I am con-

fident, do that juflice to the counfels which have

produced the Convention under our difcuflion,

which paflion and prejudice now refufe. And there

is even reafon to believe that a fhort time will re-

move thofe mifapprehenfions refpe&ing it, which,

in confequence of the clamors of artful and malici-

ous
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cms traducers, fo many perfons of real fenfe, can-

dor, and probity, have unhappily been led to enter-

tain."—At length the queftion being put for an

addrefs of approbation to the King, as moved by

Mr. Horace Walpole, it was carried in the affirma-

tive, in a Houfe confifting of 496 members, by a

majority only of 28. The numbers being declared,

Sir William Wyndham rofe and remarked, " that

the addrefs was intended to convince mankind that

the treaty under confideration was a juft and honor-

able treaty—but if the people refufed implicitly to

refign their reafon to a vote of that Houfe, and a

vote fo circumftanced j will not Parliament lofe its

authority and influence with the public? Will it not

be thought thatthe kingdom is governedbya faction,

determined at all events to fupport the meafures of

the Minifter ? I fhall perhaps, faid he, trouble you

no more, but my earneft petition to Almighty

God is, that he will preferve this people—whom
he has fo often wonderfully protected, from the

impending danger which threatens the nation from

without, and likewife from that still greater

DANGER WHICH THREATENS THE CONSTITUTION

from within. Sir Robert Walpole was upon

this occafion provoked, in bitter and paffionate lan-

guage, to recal to the recolle&ion of the Houfe, "that

the gentleman who was now the mouth of his oppo-

nents, was twenty-five years before deeply engaged

with thofe traitors who had confpired the deftruc-

tion
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tion of their country : That the only ufe he had

made of the clemency of government then extend-

ed to him, was to endeavor its fubverfion ; and he

exprefTed his hope and confidence, that fuch trea-

chery and ingratitude would produce an union of

all true friends to our prefent happy eftablifh-

ment." Agreably to the intimation previoufly

given, a grand fecefiion of the members in oppo-

fition took place during the remainder of this fef-

fion, and the fucceeding year Sir William Wynd-

ham died, deeply regretted by the public at large,

who had long forgotten his early political attach-

ments, as one of the chief ornaments of the Britifh

fenate and nation. In eloquence he had, by gene-

ral acknowlegement, no rival but Mr. Pulteney.

In the calm difcuffion of ordinary topics, he is in-

deed faid to have been an uninterefting and un-

graceful fpeaker ; but when warmed and animated

with his fubjecl:, he difplayed all the fire and force

of a Demofthenes. In the Houfe of Lords the

oppofition to the Court was no lefs formidable.

The Prince of Wales divided in perfon againft the

addrefs, and his example was followed by feventy-

three Peers— thirty-nine of whom afterwards figned

a protefl againfl it, framed in terms of diftinguifhed

fpirit and ability. Towards the conclufion of the

fefTion the Houfe of Commons voted the fum of

five hundred thoufand pounds, for augmenting the

forces of Great Britain in cafe of emergency. A
motion
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motion being made in the Houfe of Peers by Lord

Bathurft for an addrefs to know whether Spain had

paid the money ftipulated by the Convention,

the time limited for the payment being now ex-

pired ; the Duke of Newcaftle acquainted the

Houfe, that he was commanded by his Majefty to

inform them that it was not paid ; and that Spain

had as yet given no reafon for the non-payment—

Upon which Lord Carteret moved, that the failure

of Spain in this particular was a breach of the

Convention, a high indignity to his Majefty, and

an injuftice to the nation. After a vehement de-

bate the motion was evaded by the previous quef-

tion. And June 14, 1739, the feffion was clofed

by a fpeech from the throne, in which the King af-

fured the two Houfes, " that he would not be want-

ing in his endeavors to vindicate and maintain the

undoubted rights of the nation, and to anfwer the

juil expectations of his people." Immediately on

the prorogation of Parliament, letters of marque

and reprifal were ifiued againft the Spaniards. But

the Minifter (till indulging a fond and lingering

hope of averting that war, which was now become

certain and inevitable, tranfmitted inftructions to

Mr. Keene, the Britifh Envoy at Madrid, to de-

clare that the King of Great Britain did not in-

tend to be thereby understood to break the peace,

or to deviate from the treaties fubfifting between

the two Crowns—and that he had it exprefsly in

charge
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charge to afiure the Court of Spain, that as foon as

the Catholic King fhould be difpofed to make

the juft fatisfaction demanded of him, reprifals

fhould ceafe, and give way to an accommodation.

To which the Marquis de Villarias, the Spanifh Mi-

nifler, with great dignity replied in the name of his

fovereign, " that the King of Spain neither acknow*

leged the right of the King of England to make

reprifals, or to authorize others to make them-—

that his Catholic Majefty would regard thefe repri-

fals as a declaration of war, and that on the firft in-

telligence of fuch act of hoflility, Mr. Keene fhould

have notice to leave the kingdom." Lord Walde-

grave, the Britifh AmbafTador at Paris, having com-

municated to the Court of Verfailles the refolution

of the King of England, Cardinal Fleury appeared

much moved—and Ityling it a terrible refolution,

told the Ambaffador that he fincerely deprecr.ted

the confequences which there was too much reafon

to believe would be found to refult from it. The

Cardinal however, in this crifis, offered as a laft re-

fort, through the medium of the French AmbalTa-

dor in London, the mediation of France, in order

to compromife the differences fubfifting between

the two Crowns ; at the fame time intimating that

his Mod Chriftian Majefty, in cafe of a refufal of

his good offices, would be obliged to fulfil his en-

gagements with Spain. To which it was replied

by the Englifh Court, that the union fubfifting be-

tween
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tween France and Spain was too ftrong to permit

his Molt Chriftian Majefty to act with perfect im-

partiality in fuch a mediation, and that this muff,

be confidered as a fufficient reafon for declining

the acceptance of it. Upon which the AmbafTador

declared his prefence in London to be entirely ufe-

lefs, and his continuance probably of very fhort

duration. If the Minifter be jufily chargeable with

tamenefs and pufillanimity in the conduct of his

long and tedious negotiations with Spain, it muff.

be acknowleged that he feemed determined, by the

formidable preparations both naval and military,

which were now made, to carry on that war with

vigor and effect, into which he had entered with

fo much hefitation and reluctance, and which would

have been in all probability much more effectually

prevented, by the early affumption of a bolder and

more refolute tone, and the actual appearance of a

powerful Britifh fquadron in the Weft Indies, than

by the numberlefs querulous and garrulous memo-

rials prefented for a fucceffion of years at the

Court of Madrid ; which appeared to deem it fuf-

ficient condefcenfion to fuffer the inceffant repeti-

tion of the fame unheeded tale. In the month of

October 1739, war was formally declared againfl

Spain : And Rear-admiral Vernon, a rough and

refolute feaman, having been previoufly appointed

to the command of the Britifh naval force on the

Weft India ftation, univerfal joy was excited by

the
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the important intelligence which arrived early in

the enfuing year, that he had taken the city of

Porto-Bello on the ifthmus of Darien, with fix

mips only. Admiral Vernon received on this oc-

cafion the thanks of the Houfe of Commons, and

became the theme of the mod extravagant pane-

gyric. It was however remarked by fome politi-

cal cynics, that though the attempt was bold the

refiftance was feeble, and had it not been crowned

with fuccefs by the caprice of fortune, the com-

mander would have incurred very fevere cenfure

for making a difplay of his valor fo much at the ex-

pence of his difcretion. The talents of this officer

were, in confequence of the glory acquired by this

brilliant coup-de-main, thought equal to any under-

taking. And one of the moft formidable arma-

ments which ever failed from the harbors of

Great Britain, deflined for the attack of Cartha-

gena on the Spanifh main, was entrufled to his

care and conduct, with the highefl confidence of

fuccefs. The command of the land forces on

board the fleet, on the death of Lord Cathcart, de-

volved upon General Wentworth ; and it foon ap-

peared that the leaders of this expedition were pal-

pably deficient in the mofl effential requifites of

their refpective Rations. Ignorance, rafhnels, and

diffenfion, characterized all their operations : And

after fuflaining immenfe lofs, not fo much from the.

ill-concerted attacks made upon the town and its

2 adjoining
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adjoining forts, as from the tropical difeafes which

raged amongft the troops, they were finally com-

pelled to a precipitate and difgraceful retreat. And

after reinforcements had been received from Eng-

land, and the health of the men reflored, nothing

was attempted by the Admiral to retrieve his own

reputation, or the honor of the Britim arms ; and

the nation began to be fenfible that they had form-

ed much too high an idea of his character *. A
fquadron under the command of Commodore An-

fon was detached into the South Seas, in order to

annoy the Spanifh fettlements in that quarter. But

from the harm fiiflained in the perpetual war of

ftorms and tempefts, rather than the oppofition of

the enemy, the primary defign of the expedition

proved abortive* The Commodore made how-

ever a great number of rich prizes off the coaits

of Chili and Peru, which he long kept in alarm*

Landing with a detachment of feamen and marines,

he took and plundered the town of Paita, and the

confternation excited by this enterprize extended

even to the city of Lima ; but his force was too

inconfiderable to attempt any permanent conquefL

In crofling the Pacific Ocean, he had the good for-

* Previousto the failing of this great armament for Carthagena,

the Court of Verfailles again offered its mediation, declaring its

willingnefs for this purpofe to acl in concert with the Courts of

Vienna and Lifbon—but this offer was, probably with fecret re*

luftance, rejected by the Court of London*

Vol. II. C tune



iS K. GEORGE IL

tune to meet with and capture a Spanifh galleon,

bound from Acapulco to the Philippines, of im-

menfe value ; and returning by the Cape of Good-

Hope to England, after a complete circumnavi-

gation of the globe, was received with national

ACCLAMATION.

An event in which all Europe was deeply inte-

refled,and hadfome time paft anxioufly expected, at

length took place October 20, 1740, in the demife

of the Emperor Charles VI. the laft heir-male of

the Houfe of Auflria Hapfburg. And, in a few

days after the Emperor, expired Anne Iwanowna,

Emprefs of Ruffia, who bequeathed her crown to

Iwan the infant grandfon of her elder filler the

Dutchefs of Mecklenburgh. But this difpofition

not being agreable to the Ruffians, a revolution

foon took place in favor of Elizabeth, youngeft

daughter of Peter the Great by the late Emprefs

Catherine, who adopted the fame general fyftem

of policy with her predecelfors, and governed that

vaft empire with the fame uninterrupted fuccefs

and reputation. Notwithstanding the famous edict

ityled the Pragmatic Sanction, of which fuch re-

peated mention has been made, and by virtue of

which almofl all the Powers of Europe had gua-

ranteed the poifellions of the Houfe of Auflria

to the Arch-dutchefs Maria Therefa, now affuming

the title of Queen of Hungary, the death of the

Emperor feemed as a fignal to fet the world in

.arms.
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arras. Frederic King of Pruflia,—who had a few

months only previous to this event acceded to the

throne of his father,— to the aftonifhment of the

Court of Vienna, advanced a dormant and anti-

quated claim to certain diftricts of the Dutchy of

Siiefia; and in order to fupply all deficiency of ar-

gument, he marched a formidable army into that

province, and after a rapid fucceffion of conquefts

made his public entry into Breflau the capital—the

Queert of Hungary having rejected with difdain

the offer he made to advance a large fum for her

Immediate accommodation, and affifl her with all

his forces againil whatever enemies might arife, in

order to obtain her confent to the cefiion of the

territory in queftion. Till this period it is to be

remarked, that Pruffia had fcarceiy been numbered

amongfi: the Powers of Europe j and had nevef

been deemed of fufficient confequence to take any

other than a fubordinate, or fecondary part, in the

contentions of the Continent. It was not without

long and urgent folicitation that the Emperor Leo-

pold had confented to confer the title of King upon

the MarquiiTes of Brandenburg ) and^ as it is faid,

exprefsly againil the advice and remonflrance of

Prince Eugene, who warned the Emperor that he

was raifmg up a rival to himfelf ; arid that the ac-

quifition of the royal title would probably incite

+o future dangerous fchemes and projects of ag-

C 3 grandize-
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grandizement *. The late King of Pruffia was a man
capricious, ignorant, and brutal. The relentlefs

defpotifm which he exercifed over his fubjects led

him to increafe the number, and to pay the clofeft

attention to the difcipline, of his troops ; and his

infatiable avarice prompted him to the conftant ac-

cumulation of treafure, gradually rifmg in a long fuc-

ceffion of years to an immenfe amount, and pro-

cured by every fpecies of rapine and extortion.

And thus the new Monarch, who had fought for

refuge from the tyrannic jealoufy of his father in

the mades of retirement, and who had ftrongly ex-

* The King of Pruffia himfelf, with his chara&eriftic frank-

nefs, fays, " Frederic I. en erigeant la PrufTe en Royaume

avoit par cette vaine grandeur mis un germe d'ambition dans fa

pofterite qui devoit fructifier tot ou tard." The King deter-

mined, as he tells us, on a mature confideration of the forlorn

fituation of Auftria, whofe finances were miferably deranged,

whofe armies were ruined by the late unfuccefsful war with

Turkey, and which was now governed by a young Princefs

without experience, under the additional difadvantage of a

doubtful title—to affert what he is pleafed to fiyle his inconteftable

lights to Silefia. Though fo chimerical did his claims appear to

the Court of Vienna, that when, hi confequence of the military

preparations actually carrying on in the Pruffian dominions, M.

Damrath, the Imperial Envoy at Berlin, warned his Court that a

itorm was gathering which might poffibly burft over that pro-

vince, the Council of the Queen replied, " Nous ne voulons ni

ne pouvons ajouter foi aux nouvelles que vous nous mandez."

Oeuvrcs tie Frederic II.

cited
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cited the attention of Europe, by an uncommon

difplay of talents even in that obfcure and fequef-

tered retreat, now found himfelf in a condition to

undertake the boldeft defigns which intereft or

ambition could fuggeft. The Elector of Bavaria

refufed to acknowlege the title of the Queen of

Hungary, alleging that the kingdoms of Hungary

and Bohemia belonged to him as the rightful heir

of the Emperor Ferdinand I. The King of Poland,

as Elector of Saxony, unmindful of his obligations

to the late Emperor, claimed the whole Auftrian

fucceiiion in right of his mother, daughter of the

Emperor Jofeph. And France refolving to em-

brace the favorable moment for which me had

long and anxioufly waited, to abafe the pride and

annihilate the power of her antient rival, entered

into engagements with the Elector of Bavaria, with

a view to elevate this Prince to the Imperial

throne, and to enable him, in concert with the

Houfes of Brandenburg and Saxony, to feize and

divide the Germanic dominions of the Houfe of

Auftria ; the object of the confederacy being to

confine the power of the Queen of Hungary within

the narrow limits of that remote kingdom. Spain

alfo, defirous of a {hare of the fpoils, boldly ad-

vanced her pretenfions to the Italian dominions of

Auftria : And the Queen of Spain, heirefs of the

Houfe of Farnefe, a woman of daring ambition,

who gloried, like Catherine of Medicis, in ftyling

C 3 herfelf
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herfelf the Mother of Kings, entertained the pro-

ject of erecting thefe dominions into a Monarchy,

under the title of the Kingdom of Lombardy, in

favor of her youngefl fon the Infant Don Philip,

brother to Don Carlos King of the Sicilies, who

alfo became a willing party in this formidable con-

federacy againft the Imperial Houfe; in the general

wreck of which, the Auftrian Netherlands were al-

lowed to France. The treaty of Nymphenburg

was concluded in the fpring of 1741, between

France and Bavaria— a powerful army under

Marefchal Maiilebois marching at the fame time

into Weftphalia, in order W over-awe the Elec-

torate of Hanover. And the King of England,

then at Hanover, thought proper to countermand

the march of the Danes and Heilians in the pay of

Great Britain, who had received orders to advance

to the relief of the Queen of Hungary, and to fign

a treaty of neutrality for that Electorate, as the

purchafe of which he engaged to vote for the

Elector of Bavaria, at the enfuing election of an

Emperor ; although this great conceffion, by

which the Imperial diadem was in appearance,

and probability, for ever transferred from the

Houfe of Auftria to that of Bavaria, was obviouily

and utterly irreconcileable with the general policy

of England, which had for a long feries of years

Cpnfidered the power of the Auftrian family as

the
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the only effectual counterbalance to that of the

Houfe of Bourbon.

In July 1 741, the Fle&or of Bavaria being join-

ed by the French forces under Marefchal Broglio,

entered the Arch-dutchy of Auftria at the head

of 70,000 men, and captured the important cities

of Lintz and Paflau. But underftanding that Vi-

enna was ftrongly fortified and garriibned, he de-

termined to direcl his march to Bohemia; and

Prague furrendering after a ihort refiftance, the

Elector made his public entry into that capital,

where he was proclaimed King of Bohemia, and

inaugurated with the ufual folemnities. Not-

withstanding this fuccefs, the Eleclor has been ac-

cufed of egregious indifcretion, in fufFering his

attention to be diverted from the fiege of Vienna,

the conqueft of which, exclufive of the luftre it

would have reflected upon the confederate arms,

muft have materially obflructed the communica-

tion between the Germanic and Hungarian terri-

tories of the Queen; and in its confluences

would probably have proved decifive. Nothing

however had as yet interrupted the tide of his

prosperity.

The Diet of the Empire being convened at

Frankfort on the Maine, the Eleclor was unani-

moufly chofen Emperor of the Romans, February

1742, by the name of Charles VII. and a fubfidy

C 4 of
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of fifty Roman months granted him to defray the

expenfes of the war. Reduced to the loweft ex*

ternal ebb of misfortune, Maria Therefa retired

into the mountainous recedes of Hungary, and af-

fembling the States of that kingdom at Prefburg,

made in perfon an eloquent and affecting fpeech *,

in which fhe declared " that fhe placed her fole reli-

ance upon their courage, fidelity, and attachment r

And holding up to their view the infant Prince

whom (lie bore in her arms, conjured them to pro-

tect and defend the facred depofit which fhe entruft-

ed to their care, and to fhew in this crifis of danger,

by the generous ardor of their loyalty, the affection

and reverence which they entertained for the

blood of their antient Monarchs." Moved by this

uncommon fpe&acle of Imperial beauty in diftrefs,

and fired by the charms of her perfon no lefs than

the energy of her fupplication; this rude but gal-

lant people, drawing fuddenly their fabres, replied

with loud acclamations, " Moriamur pro Rege

nostro Maria Theresa/ 1 In confequence of the

powerful aid fhe derived from the zeal of her Hun-

garian fubjects, affairs foon began to wear a more

favorable afpedl:.

Early in the fpring 1742, the Auftrian General

Count Khevenhuller, whofe military talents entitle

* In the Latin tongue, which is familiar to the Polifh and

Hungarian nobility.

him
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him to rank with the greateft commanders, for-

cing the paffes of Scardingen, marched into the

Electorate of Bavaria, ravaged the whole country,

and made himfelf mafter of Munich the capital.

Prince Charles of Lorraine, who had married the

Arch-dutchefs Marianne, filler to the C)ueen of

Hungary, entered Silefia at the head of 50,000

men, in order to oppofe the progrefs of the Pruffian

arms. After two fierce encounters at Molwitz and

Czailaw, in both of which the Pruffians had the

advantage, a peace was concluded through the me-

diation of England at Brellau (June 174.2) ; by

which the entire province of Silefia, the mod fer-

tile, rich, and populous, in the whole extent of the

Auftrian dominions, was ceded to Pruffia. Such

was the exultation of his Pruffian Majefty at the

jconclufion of this treaty, the advantages of which

fo far exceeded his mod fanguine hopes and ut-

moft demands at the commencement of the war,

that he is laid to have declared himielf willing to

facrifice his right hand, to infure the perpetual and

faithful obfervance of it*.

* The Queen of Hungary, little aware of the extent of the

.combination again ft her, had not only rejected with haughtinefs

the propofals of the King of Pruffia, but had formed a project,

as was univerfally believed, with the approbation of the Court

of London, for a partition of his dominions; in which the Dut-

chy of Magdeburgh was allotted to the King of England—the

knowlege of which induced his Pruffian Majefty to
.
conclude

that alliance with France, by which the very exiftence of the

"Houfe of Auftria feemed at one time to be endangered.

In
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In September following an accommodation alfo

took place with Saxony, at the expenfe of fome in-

confiderable diftricts ceded to the King of Poland.

The Prince of Lorraine now advancing into Bohe-

mia, found that the French forces, under the

Marefchals Broglio and Belleifle, had abandoned

their conquefts on being themfelves abandoned by

their allies, and had now retired under the cannon

of Prague, which was immediately inverted by the

Auflrians : And the fiege being prolonged for

many months, the French garrifon was reduced to

difficulties, which the mod invincible refolution

only could have fuftained. The Auftrians, fiip-

pofing that they mud finally furrender at diicre-

tion, refufed to liflen to terms of capitulation; but

by an extraordinary effort of military fkill and cou-

rage, the French Generals forced a paflage through

the Auflrian army, and in the depth of winter

made their retreat good to Alface; eluding, by the

fecrefy and rapidity of their marches, all attempts to

intercept them : The Emperor being reduced in

his turn to the extremity of diftrefs, retired toFranc*

fort, where he chiefly refided during the fliort and

wretched remainder of his life, in a Hate of exile

and indigence. In this deftitute and forlorn fitu-

ation however, this Prince thought fit to iflue ^i

commiflorial decree againft the Queen of Hungary,

couched in terms which the pride and grandeur of

Aurelian in the midft of his triumphs over Zenobia

fcarcelv
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fcarcely had exceeded *. Referring to a former de-

cree addreffed to the Imperial Diet atTembled at

Fnv.oort, and complaining of the infult and out-

r offered to the whole Roman Empire, by the

Qrand Dutchefs of Tufcany'> in her refufal to ac-

k lege his dignity and the validity of his elec-

tion, he fays, " that he had moft gracioully requir-

ed of that aifembly with mod refplendent mode-

ration, how and after what manner the mod: high

Imperial dignity might be fuftained—and declar-

ing, from the fulneis of Imperial power, inadmiflible

and null, and utterly cancelling and rendering void

the two proieftations of the Court of Vienna of

^September in the preceding, and July in the prefent

year, as injurious in the highefl degree to the ma-

jefty and lupreme dignity of the Emperor of the

Romans and the grandeur of the whole Roman
Empire."

On the fide of Italy, the Spaniards, in order to

carry their magnificent projects into effect, had af-

fembled, in conjunction with the Neapolitans, an

army of 60,000 men at Rimini, A. D. 1742, under

the command of the Due de Montemar, afterwards

* Aurelianus Imperator R.omanae Orbis Zenobi^.

Sponte facere debuiftis id quod meis Uteris nunc jubetur.

Deditionem praecipio impunitatc vitas propofita, ita ut illic

Zenobia cum tuis agas vitam ubi te ex Senattis amplifnmi fen-

tentia cullocavero. Gemmas, argentum, aurum, fencum,

equos, camelos in serarium P.omar.um conferas. Palrayrenis

jus fuun* fervabitur.

fucceeded
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fucceeded by Count de Gages, who attempted in

vain to penetrate into Tufcany. And the King of

Sardinia, who dreaded with reafon the aggrandize-

ment of the Houfe of Bourbon in Lombardy,

having declared in favor of the Houfe of Auftria,

and joined Count Traun the Auftrian General in

the Parmefan ; another. Spanifh army, under the

Infant Don Philip in perfon, entered Savoy*, and

took poffeffion of Chamberri ; and though his

Sardinian Majefty returned to the defence of his

own dominions at the fir ft notice of this attack, he

could not prevent the Spaniards from taking up

their winter-quarters in Savoy. In the courfe of

this campaign, the army under Count Gages was

extremely weakened by the defection of the Neapo-

litan troops, who were recalled by a mandate of

the King of Naples, iffued in confequence of the

unexpected and unwelcome appearance of an Eng-

lifh fquadron in the Bay of Naples, detached by

Admiral Matthews the Britim Commander in the

Mediterranean, with the peremptory denunciation of

an immediate bombardment of the city of Naples,

if his Neapolitan Majefty refuied to fign an explicit

declaration of neutrality. The enfuing campaign

in Italy did not at all advance the progrefs of the

Spaniards. Count Gages having, contrary to his

* "Tell your mailer (laid the Queen of Spain to the Sar-

dinian Ambaflador on his departure from Madrid) that my fon

fkdl be a King in fpite of all his efforts to prevent it."

better
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better judgment, attacked the combined army of

Auftrians and Piedmontefe under the command of

the brave and experienced Marefchal Traun at

Campo-Santo *, was obliged to retreat with con-

fiderable lofs, after an engagement which com-

menced at fun-rife, and which continued till feven

^it night by the light of the moon. I he Marefchal

being deflined to yet more urgent and important fer-

vices in Germany, religned his command, Septem-

t r 73, to Prince Lobkowitz. In Savoy the

Don Philip, reinforced by 20,000 French

auxiliaries, attacked the Piedmontefe lines at

Chateau Dauphine— but was repulfed in repeated

attacks with much damage; upon which the French

retired into Dauphine, and the Spaniards took re-

fuge in their winter-quarters. In order to exhibit

a connected view of this Italian war, which bears a

very remote relation to the hiflory of Great Bri-

tain, and to which rt will not be necelfary to re-

ert, it may be proper to relate, in a few words, the

principal events of the fucceeding campaigns.

The King of Naples renouncing his compulfory

profeflion of neutrality, re-afiembled his army in the

fummer of 1 7 .; 4 , and openly joined Count de Gages.

* This battle was rafhly and unexpectedly fought, Fe-

bruary 3, 1743 ; Count de Gages receiving poiitive orders from

the Court of Madrid, to attack, the enemy in three days after

the arrival of the courier, or to refign his command to Count

Mariani.

Prince
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Prince Lobkowitz the Auftrian General, marcfj-

ing through the Papal territories, advanced co the

frontiers of Naples; and published, though with

little effect, a manifefto to exhort the Neapolitans

to fhake off the Spanifh yoke, and return to the do-

minion of the Houfe of Auftria. Count Brown,

being fecretly detached by the Auftrian Coiru

mander to attack the town of Velletri. where the*

King of Naples had eftabliihed his quarters in a,

ftate of perfect apparent fecurity, fo fiiceefsfully

executed his conlmiffion, that his Neapolitan Ma-'

jefty efcaped in the darknefs of the night, through

a poftern, with great difficulty. But Count de

Gages repairing to the poft in perfon, with greaf

prefence of mind rallied the troops^ and at length

compelled the Auftrian General to found a retreat.

The Imperial army having fuflered much from the

exceflive heats of the fummer, and the confequenfc

epidemical difeafes of an unaccuftomed climate,

decamped in November, in order to take up their

winter-quarters in Parma. Scarcely had the

Auftrian Commander paffed the Tiber, and loft

fight of the walls of Rome, but his antagonift

Count de Gages, accompanied by his Neapolitan

Majefty, entered that city-*~but finding the bridges

broken down, they defifted from the purfuit ; and

the Holy Father received both thefe contending,

powers with the fame external demonftrations of

joy and affection*

5 Iri
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In Savoy the Infant Don Philip being joined by

his allies the French, attacked the King of Sar-

dinia, though ftrongly entrenched amidft the moun-

tains of Villa-Franca ; and after an obftinate en-

gagement, this Monarch, being overpowered by

numbers, was obliged to abandon his pofts, and to

embark on board the Britiih fquadron then cruiz-

ing off the coaft, which tranfported him and his

troops to Vado. Don Philip now prepared to

penetrate through the territories of Genoa to the

Milanefe; but the Britiih Commander, Admiral

Matthews, declared that the King of England

would confider the permiffion of the republic as a

violation of their neutrality. The Spaniards there-

fore defiled towards Piedmont, and forced the

flrong poft of Chateau-Dauphine, defended by the

King of Sardinia in perfon, who now retreated to

Saluces in order to cover his capital, while the com-

bined army inverted the ilrong and important for-

trefs of Coni. Had this enterprizefucceeded,the Sar-

dinian Monarch would have been reduced to a very

critical fituation: But Baron Leutrum the Governor

made fo gallant a defence, that the Infant and

the Prince of Conti, who commanded the French

army, were compelled to raife the fiege at the ap-

proach of winter, and to retire with great precipita-

tion to the frontiers of France.

The campaign of 1745 proved (till more dif-

aftrous and alarming : For Count de Gages, at the

head



p K. GEOliGE II.

head of the Spanifh and Neapolitan forces, pafiec*

the Appenines, and directing his march through

the territories of Genoa, which—in confequcnce of

provocations no patience could endure—had now
joined the confederacy, accomplifhed a junction

with the army of the Infant Don Philip ; and the

Auftrians retiring before them, the Milanefe,

Parma, and Placentia, fubmitted to the dominion

of Spain. All Piedmont on both fides the Po was

like wife reduced, and Turin itfelf menaced with a

fiege; yet the King of Sardinia adhered with un-

fhaken fidelity to his engagements, and rejected with

heroic firmnefs all propofals of a feparate accom-

modation.

In the memorable march of Count Gages,

whofe pafiage over the Appenines was compared

by the Italians to that of Hannibal over the Alps ;

nothing, as the hi'ftorian Buonamici informs us,

appeared fo furprizing as the plenty which the

army of that General found, when finking under

the preflure of diflrefs, at their entrance into the

territories of the republic of Lucca, though in

point of natural fertility far inferior to the coun-

tries they had traverfed. The roads from all the

furrounding villages were crowded with carriages.,

conveying forage and provifions into the camp, at

a feafon of the year when it might have been

imagined that the public ftores were exhaulted,-

And it was feen and felt with irrefiflible convic-

tion7
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tion, that the mifery or happinefs of the fubject

arifes not from the nature of the foil, but of the

government*.

In the enfuing year, 1746, fortune, ever caprici-

ous and inconftant, began once more to fmile upon

this Prince, when apparently reduced to the very

verge of ruin. The Court of Vienna being no

longer preifed bn the fide of Germany, fent power-

ful reinforcements into Italy, and the coffers of his

Sardinian Majefly being amply replenifhed with

BritiOi fubfidies, he was enabled to take the field

with redoubled force. Early in the fpring Baron

Leutrum, the Piedmontefe General, recovered Afte,

Allefandria, and Cafal ; Marefchal Maillebois, who

now commanded the French armies, retiring into

the Genoefe territories. On the other fide, Count

de Gages and Don Philip were compelled to

abandon Milan, Pavia, and Parma, and retreat to

Placentia, where, in the month of June, they were

joined by Marefchal Maillebois. In confequence

of this junction, the Infant, finding himielf at the

* The difference between the general ftate and cojfcition of

the people under d^fpotic and republican governments, however

'modified, forces itfelf upon the obfervation. " I know very

well,'' fays a writer of difcernment, " that the republics of

Genoa and Venice are not in general allowed to be free States.

M. Montefquieu has demonftrated, that they are not free. But

there is undoubtedly fome excellence in them which has efcaped

this wife man, for the contrail between thefe and the neigh-

boring States is very remarkable.''

Vol. II. D head
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head of 50,000 men, determined to attack the

Auftrians in their camp at Sun Lazaro, but met

with a moil: fevere repulfe ; and the Auftrians pur-

fuing their victory, in their turn attacked the enemy,

Auguft 10, near the town of Tortona, on the fouth-

ern banks of the Po, the paflage of which the com-

bined armies of French and Spaniards effected not

without great difficulty and lofs. The Infant was,

in confequence of this fecond defeat, compelled to

abandon the city of Placentia, containing immenfe

magazines of ammunition and military (lores

;

and retreating towards Genoa, after a fhort interval

quitted the territories of the republic, and took the

route of Provence. Genoa was now compelled to

furrender to the Auftrians, who exercifed the rights

of conqueft with fuch mercilefs rigor, that the Ge-

noefe flew to arms, and in a fhort time, with a cou-

rage worthy of their antient fame, totally expelled

their opprelfors. Whilft the Imperial Generals

kept polfeffion of Genoa, the bank of St. George

was exhaufled by the enormous contributions

levied by the Auftrians, who boafted that the

wealth of this proud city was theirs, and that

Genoa would in a fhort time be deluged in blood.

And General Botta, the Auftrian Commander, is

faid to have told the Genoefe deputies, who pa-

thetically pleaded for the mitigation of their fufter-

ings, that he would leave them nothing except

their eyes, to behold the deftruction of their

country, and to weep over its ruins.

1 In
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In April 1747, the French, under Marefchal

Belleifle, once more crofled the Var, and took pof-

feffion of Nice, Montalban, Villa-Franca, and

Ventmiglia,almoft without refinance, the Aufhians

and Piedmontefe being employed in an attempt to

recover the city of Genoa. On furnmoning the

citizens to furrender, they replied with that fpirit

which almoft invariably animates and pervades all

claffes of men living under a republican form of

government, tf that they would defend their liberty

with the laft drop of their blood, and would rather

be buried in the ruins of their capital, than fubmit

to the clemency of the Court of Vienna." Count

Schuylenburg, the Auftrian Commander, who con-

dueled the operations of the .fiege with great fkill

and vigor, was at length induced reluctantly to

liften to the remonftrances of the King of Sardinia,

who reprefented to him the neceffity ofabandoning

his enterprize in order to cover Piedmont and

Lombardy from the efforts of the Marefchal de

Belleifle. But the Chevalier de Belleifle, brother

to the Marefchal, attempting to force the important

pafs of Exiles, was repulfed with prodigious Daugh-

ter; and feizing a pair of colors, with a refolu-

tion, on the renewal of the attack, to plant them

with his own hand upon the ramparts, he was {hot

dead with a mufquet ball. The troops imme-

diately gave way in the utmoft confufion, and the

Marefchal, informed of this difafter, retreated back

to the Var, and his Sardinian Majefly menaced

D 2 Dau-
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Dauphine with an invafion in his turn ; but ex-

cefTive rains prevented the execution of his defign.

The fucceeding campaign (A. D. 1748), which

was the lafl of the war, was diflinguifhed by no

very material tranfa&ion ; the near profpect of

peace rendering it equally unadvifable on both

fides to rifque any hazardous enterprize. And
the Infant Don Philip was by one of the articles of

the Treaty put into pofTeffion of Parma, Placentia,

and Guaflalla— the King of Sardinia receiving, in

conformity to a previous agreement with the Queen

of Hungary, and as a juft remuneration for the

fidelity and attachment he had difcovered to the

interefts, and the courage he had difplayed in

the defence, of the Houfe of Auftria, fome conti-

guous diilricts of Novara and the Milanefe. As

foon as certain intelligence had arrived, that the

treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was figned, the Britifh

Admiral acquainted the Senate of Genoa of that

event, in a meiTage delivered by one of his cap-

tains, who had at the fame time exprefs orders to

aiTure the republic how great was the admiration

he entertained of the fortitude and valor difplayed

by them in the defence of their liberties. " Such,

fays the Italian hiflorian, is the magnanimity of

the Britifh nation*."

It is now high time to advert to the fituation of

Great Britain, and to trace the mazes of that po-

* Buonamici's Commentaries, Book IV.

licy
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Hey by which fhe became a principal in this de-

ftructive war, which, had fhe confulted her proper

interefts, would fcarcely have involved her as an

auxiliary. The oppofition exulted much in the

royal declaration of war againft Spain, which they

affirmed to be an echo of their reafonings and argu-

ments againft the Convention ; although the truths

it contained were at that time pofitively denied by

the Minifter and his adherents— and fmce that time

not one event had happened which was not by his

opponents previoufly foretold.

The feflion which commenced November 1739,

clofed April 29, 1740, without producing any re-

markable event. The Penfion Bill was, according

to almofl annual cuftom, paifed by the Commons

and rejected by the Lords. But the Place Bill,

which was again introduced with many judicious

modifications and numerous exceptions, was

thrown out by a very fmall majority of the Com-

mons in a very full Houfe, the numbers being 222

to 206. As it was clearly perceived that the Court

was forced into the prefent conteft againft Spain,

the great popularity of the war did not at all di-

minifh, or rather it tended to heighten, the unpo-

pularity of the Minifter. After the capture of

Porto-Bdlo, and the ill-conducted attempt on Car-

thagena, the fpirit of enterprize feemed no more

—

the fleets of Spain failed unmolefted from their

harbors, though Britifh fquadrons were ftationed

off the Spa'nifh ccafts, for the profefted purpofe of

D 3 inter-
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intercepting them. Commerce was interrupted by

the numbers of feamen prefled into the fervice of

government— and (till more by the incredible

number of prizes taken by the Spanifh privateers.

The difcontents of the merchants were unnecef-

farily inflamed by the rafh and paflionate anfwer of

Sir Charles Wager, who, when a memorial was

prefented to him as firft Lord of the Admiralty,

for protection and redrefs,—replied, " it is your

own war, and you muft take it for your pains.*'

The harbor and fortifications of Dunkirk were re-

paired by order of the French King, in open vio-

lation of the treaty of Utrecht. A French fleet

had failed in company with the Spaniards to the

Weft Indies, for the avowed purpofe of protecting

the Spanifh commerce, and ferious apprehenfions

were entertained for the fafety of Jamaica.

When the Parliament was convened in Novem-

ber 1740, the nation, throughout all the different

ranks and descriptions of citizens, exhibited evi-

dent and alarming fymptoms of difcontent. Eager

to embrace the favorable moment, Mr. Sandys, one

of the leaders of oppofition, foon after the com-

mencement of the feflion, notified to Sir Robert

Walpole in the Houfe of Commons, his intention

on the Friday following to bring forward a charge

againft him. At this unexpected intimation, the

Minifter feemed at firft fomewhat difconcerted and

furprized : But recovering himfelf, after a fliort

paufe, replied " that as he was confeious of no

crime,
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crime, he had no doubt of being able to make a

proper defence—and laying his hand with emotion

on his bread, he added, with Roman dignity,

" Hie murus aheneus efto,

Nil confeire fibi, nulla pallefcere culpa*."

On the day appointed, Mr. Sandys accordingly,

at the clofe of a long fpeech, in which he recapitu-

lated all the political delinquencies, real or pre-

tended, of the Minifter, moved, " that an humble

addrefs fhould be prefented to the King, befeech-

ing his Majefty that he would be gracioufly pleafed

to remove the Right Honourable Sir Robert Wal-

pole, firft Commiflioner of the treafury, &c, from

his Majefty's prefence and counfels for ever."

The motion was ably fuftained by the members in

oppofition, particularly by Mr. Pulteney, who took

a very fevere retrofpective view of the conduct of

the Minifter, from the commencement of his ad-

miniftration. " By the treaty of Seville, faid this

eloquent fpeaker, we were very nearly driven to

the perilous extremity of entering into a war with

the Emperor, as the direct confequence of our

conjunction with France and Spain. But the na-

tion took the alarm, and the Minifter was obliged

to confult his fafety ; and this impelled him to

avert the danger by a precipitate unconditional

guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction. But though,

* M Be this my brazen bulwark of defence,

Still to preferve a confeious innocence." Francis.

E 4 in
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in confequence of this rafh meafure, and this alone,

the Emperor confented to the introduction of

Spanifh troops into the Dutchies of Parma and

Placentia, Spain performed nothing on her part

of what fhe had engaged. On the contrary, the

depredations of that nation on our Weft India

commerce daily increafed ; and thus affairs flood

when France, in alliance with Spain and Sardinia,

thought fit to attack the Emperor in 1733, with an

avowed defign to ftrip him of all his dominions in

Italy. Of this attack we remained idle, though

not unexpenfive, fpectators, till we faw on the one

hand Naples, and even Sicily, procured for him by

England, at the price of a war with Spain, wrefted

from the Emperor; and on the other, the Dutchy

of Lorraine added to the Monarchy of France.

On the firft acceilion of the Minifler to the fole

direction of public affairs, there was a fair profpecl,

Mr. Puiteney faid, of difcharging, within a reafon-

able time, every milling of the public debt—but

this would have diminiftied the Minister's fund for

corruption, and it was therefore by all means to be

prevented; and the public charge was to be yearly

increafed, in order to oblige us to the alternative

of applying the produce of the Sinking Fund to

the current fervice, or of contracting a new debt,

equal to that which was paid off. The expenies of

the civil government were alfo i'o prodigioufly en-

hanced, that a demand of X' 500,000 was made

in
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in the year 1725, to pay the debts of the Civil

Lift, though the like fum had been granted

for the fame purpofe but four years before. Upon

his prefent Majefty's acceffion, an addition of

£ ioo,coo was made to the Civil lift, befides

£ 1 15,000 for making good a pretended deficiency

in that revenue. But what furnifhed the moft

fuccefsful pretext for increafing the public burdens,

was the famous Treaty of Hanover, profeffedly

concluded for preventing the dangers with which

Europe was threatened, from the over-grown

power of the Houfe of Auftria. Had the danger

alleged been real, this nation ought to have been

the laft, becaufe it had certainly the leafl, to fear.

But the fact, was, that the Dutch, who lay moft ex-

pofed, were fo little apprehenfive of danger, that

it was not without much folicitation, and after

confiderable delay, that they could be perfuaded to

accede to this treaty. And France, to whom the

alliance of Spain and the Emperor might reafon-

ably be fuppofed to appear formidable, neither

chofe to incur any expenfe, nor difcovered any fo-

licitude to affift us when actually attacked by Spain

in coniequence of t'his treaty ; whereas we took

12,0 o Heffians into our pay; granted fubfidies to

the Kings of Sweden and Denmark, and, what was

moft extraordinary, to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle,

fix months after the preliminaries of peace with

Spain and the Emperor were figned : And the

lief-
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Hefiians were continued in pay for feveral years,

When a fchem^ was afterwards offered by a patri-

otic Member of this Houfe—Sir John Barnard

—

for reducing the intereft payable upon all our

public funds ; it is unneceffary to fay by whom,

and what means, that fcheme was defeated—and

confidering how practicable a plan it was at that

time, we mull conclude that the Minifler who

oppofed it could have no defign that our debts

mould be ever paid, or our taxes diminifhed."

On this trying occafion, Sir Robert Walpole

neverthelefs defended himfelf with fuch vigor and

ability, that the motion of Mr. Sandys was finally

rejected by a very great majority. " The fuccef-

five meafures of his adminiftration, the Minifler

alleged, were adapted to the different exigencies of

the times—they had received the repeated and un-

equivocal fanCtion of fucceffive Parliaments—the

fole object of that fyftem of policy by which his

public conduct had been regulated, was to pre-

ferve the tranquillity of Europe, which was to be

effected only by maintaining the balance of Eu-

rope.—The charge of corruption, fo generally

brought, the Minifler as generally denied

—

and, to the amazement and confufion of his

friends, he pofitively challenged his accufer to

produce one fpecific in'lance of this nature in con-

firmation of his accufation. In the courfe of his

fpeech he animadverted with great fpirit upon the

indif-
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indifcriminate ufe of the term patriotifm. A
Patrior, Sir ! faid he, addreffmg the chair—I vene-

rate the name. But then, it is the real, and not

the pretended Patrior, who h the object of my re-

verence. In thefe times, Sir, Patriots fpring up

like mufhrooms—I could raife twenty of them in a

night—A Minifler has nothing more to do, than

to refufe compliance with an unjuft or unreafonable

demand, and up darts a Patriot. But, Sir, the

unprincipled efforts of fuch Patriots I alike difdain

and detefl." After a fhort interval, a motion to

the fame purport with that of Mr. Sandys, was

made in the Houfe of Peers by Lord Carteret,

and fupported by the Duke of Argyle, and the

Lords Gower, Bathurft, and Chefterfield. It was

negatived, but thirty Peers entered their protefl

;

and the credit and authority of the Minifter were

fenfibly impaired by thefe repeated attacks.

In April 1741, the King delivered in perfon, a

fpeech to both Houfes of Parliament, informing

them that the CVueen of Hungary had made a re-

quifition of affiftance from England, agreably to

the tenor of the fubfifting treaties—that he had

ordered the Danifh and Heffian auxiliaries to be in

readinefs to march for that purpofe— that in this

complicated and uncertain Hate of affairs, it might

become neceffary for him to incur extraordinary

expenfes for maintaining inviolate the Pragmatic

Sanction, for which he truffed they would provide.

The
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The Commons afTured the King in their addrefs,

" that they entirely approved of the meafures al-

ready purfued, and that they would enable him ef-

fectually to fupport his engagements with theQueen

of Hungary." Two hundred thoufand pounds

were accordingly voted upon the motion of the

Minifter, as a parliamentary grant or gratuity to

that Princefs, and ^300,000 more to his Majefty,

to be employed at his discretion, in the manner

mod conducive to her fcrvice; feventy thoufand

men had been before voted for the army and navy,

and the accuftomed fubfidies granted to Denmark

and Heffe Caffel. "Honest Shipten*" only

ventured to oppofe this wild and wanton wafte of

the public money. " He proteiled, on this as on all

other occafions, againft any interpofition in the af-

fairs of Germany. He protefted a c ainfl that claufe

of the addrefs, by which the Houfe engaged to de-

fend his Majeily's foreign dominions from infult,

or attack, as utterly inconfiflent with the Act of

Settlement—declaring, that if the repeated and

fhameful evafions of that Act, or rather the open

violations of it, could have been forefeen, they

would probably have for ever precluded from the

fucceffion that illufirious family, to which the na-

tion OWecl fuch NUMBERLESS BLESSINGS, SUCH CON-

* " I love to pour out all myfelf, ns plain

As honest Shippen, or downright Montagne." Pope.

TIN
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TINUED felicity." On the 25th of April 1741,

the feffion clofed, and the King took his leave of

this Parliament in the profpeft of its diffolution,

with many expreffions of gratitude and fatif-

faction.

The new PARLiAMENT'being convened Decem-

ber 1, 1741, the King in his fpeech expreffed his

hope and expectation, that the two Houfes would

confirm the refolutions formed by their prede-

ceffors for the fupport of the Pragmatic Sanction,

the prefervation of the balance of power, the liber-

ties of Europe, and the fecurky of his dominions.

An addrefs of thanks and approbation being

moved as ufual, a claufe was propofed to intreat

his Majefty not to engage thefe kingdoms in a war

for the prefervation of his foreign dominions. In

vindication of which, Mr. Shippen arofe and de-

clared, " that he was neither afraid nor afhamed

to affirm that thirty years had made no change in

any of his political opinions. He faid that he was

grown old in the Houfe of Commons, and had

lived to fee his conjectures and predictions ripened

into knowlege. I may, faid he, perhaps fall under

the cenfure of the Houfe, and be once more treated

as a criminal, for aflerting what they who punim

me cannot deny—that Hanoverian maxims are

inconfiftent with the intereft and happinefs of this

nation - that the wife policy of the Act of Settle-

ment ought to be adhered to ; and that England

ought



46 K. GEORGE II.

ought not to be endangered, in order that the

King's foreign dominions maybe fecured."—"Are

we, exclaimed with energy another Member *, in

reference to the fame queftion, to (land up fingle

in the defence of the Pragmatic Sanation ? to fight

for ever the quarrels of others ? and live in per-

petual war, that our neighbors may enjoy the ad-

vantages of peace?" The addrefs, as it was origi-

nally moved, was however prefented to the King,

the oppofition not deeming it a fit opportunity

to make trial of their iirength. But a petition

from the Electors of WtPcminfter coming after a

fhort interval under the cognizance of the Koufe,

the election of the fitting Members, who were the

Court candidates, was declared void by a majority

of four voices ; and the High Bailiff was committed

to cuftody. Other controverted elections being like-

wife decided to the difadvantage of the Court, and

againft its utmofl exertions ; Sir Robert Walpole

became fenfible that his political career haftened to

its termination. Anxious however to make one

effort more to retain that authority which he had

fo long exercifed almofl without control, and

which he could not now relinquifh without dan-

ger ; he caufed a royal meffage to be fent to the

Prince of Wales, importing that if his Royal High-

nefs would accede to terms with his Majefty, his

• Mr. Viner.

revenue
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revenue fhould be immediately raifed to £ 100,000

per annum ;

—

£ 200,960 mould be advanced for

the payment of his debts ; he and his friends mould

be taken into favor, and a fuitable provilion made

for all his followers. But the Prince pofitively de-

clared, " that he would accept of no fuch con-

ditions, or of any conditions, while public affairs

continued under ihe direction of Sir R.obert "Wal-

pole—whom he regarded as the bar which fepa-

rated his Majefty from the alTections of his peo-

ple—as the grand author of the national loiTes,

difgraces, and grievances, at home and abroad."

Repulfed in this attempt, the Minifter, now in im-

minent danger of an impeachment, endeavored in

vain to detach from their political connection feme

of the leaders of the opponte party : And finding

himfelf on the next divifion again left in a minority,

he declared he would never more enter the walls

of that Houfe. On the enfuing day, February 3,

1742, the King adjourned both Houfes of Parli-

ament to the 1 8th, and immediately upon this

adjournment, Sir Robert Walpole was created

Earl of Orford, and refigned all his employments.

Various intrigues and negotiations were carried on

during this recefs ; and it foon appeared that a

fatal divifion had taken place among the Patriots,

and that divers of them who had made the loudeft

profeffions of honor and virtue, who had repeatedly

menaced the Minifter with clamors of inquiry and

denun-
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denunciations of vengeance, and who had boafled

that no art could diffolve the cement by which

they were united, had fecretly acceded to an infidi-

ous and difgraceful accommodation with the Court,

of which the impunity of the late Minifter was

underftood to be a fundamental article. The

Duke of Newcaftle, and Mr. Pelham, with their

adherents, were allowed to retain their places.

The Earl of Wilmington fucceeded Sir Robert

Walpole, as fir ft Lord Commiflioner of the Trea-

fury ; Mr. Sandys was appointed Chancellor of the

Exchequer. Lord Carteret took the Seals, as

Secretary of State for the foreign department, and was

regarded as chief Minifter ; and Mr.Pulteney, who

refufed to accept any office of refponfibiliry, was

fworn anew of the Privy Counfel, and was foon

afterwards created Earl of Bath—but though he

had flattered himfelf with the idea of guiding un-

feen the reins of government, he was never admit-

ted to the leaft fhare of royal confidence, and re-

mained the victim of his own treachery—" a

folitary monument of blafted ambition." The na-

tion faw with aftonifhment and indignation, in this

coalition of parties, a change, not of meafures but

of men ; they faw the old fyftem not only adopted,

but confirmed and ftrengthened ; they faw the

fame influence in Parliament exerted for the fame

parpofes, and in the tranfports of their refent-

ment, the new Minifters were branded as apoftates

and
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and betrayers of their country ; and patriotifm was

ridiculed arid exploded as an illufive and empty

name *. Soon after the new Miniftry had entered

* The Duke of Argyle, who had, on the difmifiion of Sir

Robert Walpole, accepted the command of the royal regiment

of horfe and mafter-generalfhip of the ordnance, on being ap-

prized of the political collufion which had been praclifed, in a

very fhort time, in the utmoft refentment, threw up his places.

At or about this period an ode was addreffed by the cele-

brated Akenside, the votary of Apollo in his twofold capacity

—per me concordant carmiha, med'ic'ina meitm ejt—to Mr. Pulteney,

under the name of Curio, containing very bitter and poignant

reflections on his political apoftacy. The following ftanzas In-

dignation has exalted into poetry :

'* At length in view the glorious end appear'd,

We faw thy fpirit through the fenate reign ;

And Freedom's friends thy inftant omen heard

Of laws, for which their fathers bled in vain :—
O Alfred, father of the Englifh name,

O valiant Edward, firft in civil fame,

O William, height of public virtue pure,

Bend from your radiant feats a joyful eye,

Behold the fum of all your labours nigh,

Your plans of law complete, your ends of rale fecure.

*' 'Twas then, O fhame ! O foul from faith eftrang'd,

O Albion, oft to flatt'ring vows a prey

;

'Twas then—thy thought what fudden frenzy chang'i?

What rufhing palfy took thy ftrength away ?

Is this the man in Freedom's caufe approv'd ?

The man fo great, fo honour'd, fo belov'd ?

Whom the dead envied and the living blefs'd ?

This patient flave by tinlel bonds allur'd ?

This wretched fuitor for a boon abjur'd ?

Whom thofe that fear'dhim fcorn, that trufted him deteft?"

Vol. II. E upon
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upon their unctions, the pension bill," which had

been formerly the darling object of the Patriots,

was revived and palled by the Commons, but once

more received fentence of condemnation from the

Lords, Lord Carteret himself giving his

vote against it. A motion made for leave to

bring in a bill to repeal the Septennial Act. was

vehemently cppofed by Mr. Pulteney and Mr.

Sandys, and the queflion paffed in the negative.

The Place Bill, now brought forward by Mr. Lyt-

telton, met with the fame fate. The motion for an

inquiry into the eon duct of Robert Earl of Orford,

during the twenty years of his adminiflration, was

alfo rejected ; but the motion being renewed, and

limited to the lad ten years, it was with great dif-

ficulty carried againft the Court : But a fubfidiary

Bill, for indemnifying thofe who mould be fum-

moned to give evidence againft that Nobleman,

was rejected, after it had palled the Commons,

through the oppofition of Lord Carteret : So that

the inquiry proved, as it was no doubt intended to

prove, finally abortive. Two reports, however,

were actually prefented by the Committee of In-

quiry to the Houfe, by which, amongfl other inte-

refling particulars, it appears on record, that, ex-

clufive of all the open and avowed means of influ-

ence, the enormous fum of one million four hun-

dred and fifty-three thoufand pounds had been ex-

pended during the laft ten years for secret ser-

vice. Paxton, Solicitor to the Treafury, refufing

to
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to anfwer interrogatories put to him by the Com-

mittee, was committed to clofe cuflody, but ftill

perfifted in his contumacy ; and Scroope, Secre-

tary to the Treafury, through whofe hands vail

fums had paffed, declared, that he could not in

conscience, after confulting the ableft lawyers

and divines, and laying his cafe before his Majefty,

to whom alone he thought himfelf refponfible, dif-

cover in what manner this money had been ex-

pended, or to what purpofes appropriated. And
the Committee flate in their reports, as a fubject of

mod ferious complaint, that the very magnitude

and extent of the evil are become the means of

fcreening it from detection and punimment.

Amongfl thofe whofe eloquence enforced a reluc-

tant adoption of the motion of inquiry, no one

more diflinguiihed himfelf than Mr. Pitt, a young

man of extraordinary talents, who had rifen during

the few years he had fat in the Houfe of Commons

into very high reputation. In reply to the pretext

of danger to the State from this inveftigation, he

declared, " that he was fo far from apprehending

danger from this inquiry, that he firmly believed

the nation could only be injured by a long neglect

of fuch examinations. Is it, faid he, unbecoming

the wifdom and dignity of this afTembly, to inquire

to what caufes and to what mifconducl: it is to be

imputed, that we are neither able to acquire the

laurels of war, nor to enjoy the blefiings of peace?

that, during the long continuance of the national

E i tran-
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tranquillity, our debts have not been diminifhed

from that (late to which they were raifed by fight-

ing at our own expenfe the general quarrel of man-

kind ? why the finking fund, that inviolable de-

pofit, has been annually diverted from its appro-

priated purpofes ? I fear not to declare, that I ex-

pect, in confequence of fuch inquiry, to find, that

our treafure has been exhaufted, not to humble our

enemies, or to obviate domeftic infurrections—not

to fupport our allies, or to fupprefs our factions—

•

but for purpofes which no man who loves his

country can think of without indignation-—the pur-

chafe of votes, the bribing of boroughs, the en-

riching of hirelings, the multiplying of dependents,

the corruption of fenates. If thofe to whom the

adminiftration of affairs has been for twenty years

confided, have betrayeal their truft—if they have

invaded the public rights with the public treafure,

and employed the power committed to them by

their country only to enflave it, who will not ac-

knowlege that a facrifice to juftice is called for

—that they ought to be fet as land-marks to pofle-

rity, to warn thofe who fhall hereafter launch on

the ocean of power, not to be too confident of an

ever-profperous gale, but to remember that there

are rocks on which whoever rufhes mufl inevita-

bly perifh * ?"

In

* A bill appointing Com. iiiTioners, feven in number, for tak-

ing, examining, and ftating, the public accounts of the king-

dom,
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In forming a jufh eftimate of the political cha-

racter of Sir Robert Walpole, who, for more than

twenty years, governed thefe kingdoms with diftin-

guifhed reputation and ability, we mall find ample

ground both for applaufe and cenfure. Regarding

him in the mod favourable point of view, we are

compelled to acknowlege that, under the aufpices

of this Minifter, juftice was equitably and impar-

tially adminiftered ; the prerogative of the Mo-

narch was invariably retrained within the ftricl:

limits of the law ; commerce was, by many wife

laws, encouraged and extended ; the riches of the

nation rapidly increafed ; and the rights and liber-

ties of the people were maintained inviolate. But,

if we contemplate the interior policy of his admi-

niftration, we perceive it, however fair in appear-

ance, rotten at the core, tainted andjick/ied o'er with

the cadaverous hue of corruption ; and threaten-

ing, in its progrefs, to undermine all public virtue,

and to extinguifh every fpark of public fpirit.

Compelled, in order to fecure the favour of his So-

vereign, and with the vain hope to perpetuate him-

felf in office, to adopt meafures contrary to his beU

ter judgment, and the true interefts of his country,

he faw that the mod, or rather the only, certain

dom, paffed with little opposition ; but, on the ballot, the cour-

tiers exerted themfelves fo fuccefsfully, that the numbers were

decidedly in favour of the court lift ; upon which the patriots,

in fallen refentment, fuffered the bill, after being reported, to

be finally thrown out.

E 3 method
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method of carrying thofe obnoxious meafures into

effecl:, was to create an interefl in Parliament fepa-

rate from that of the people : By the bafeft and

molt degrading arts of political depravity, a majo-

rity of votes in both Houfes was obtained and fe-

cured ; and fince the eftablifhment of this fyftem of

miniilerial corruption, which has defcended to us

in its full force, the deliberations of Parliament are

become little better than the conflicts of faction, or

the empty forms of freedom *. Parliament, which

ought

* Foreign, as it may juflly be deemed, from the purpofe of

hiflory, which defcends not to the contemplation of the private

characters of men, any further than they may be interwoven with

their public life, it may be tranfiently remarked that this Mini-

fler, although he cannot be applauded for the purity of his mo-

rals, pofTeffed, in an eminent degree, all thofe happy focial qua-

ties which conciliate affection, if they fail to engage efteem.

This finking trait of Sir Robert Walpole's general character

has been touched in a tnafterly manner by the poetic pencil of

Pope :

*' Seen him I have, but in his happier hour

Of focial pleafure, ill ex.chang'd for power ;

Seen him uncumber'd with the venal tribe,

Smile without art, and win without a bribe."

Sir Robert Walpole, in perfon, was tall, fomewhat bulky,

and his countenance is defcribed as noble and benign. Of his

attachment to the fine arts, the magnificent collection of pic-

tures at Houghton was a very decifive proof: But his neglect or

contempt of literature, though not himfelf wholly devoid of

learning, expofed him to continual difgrace ; for, while the

meafures of his adminiilration were attacked by men of the

highefl talents, they were vindicated only by fcribblers, who
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ought to exhibit an unclouded difplay of wifdom,

integrity, and benevolence, combined in one illuf-

trious affemblage, is virtually degraded to a court

convened only for the purpofe of enregiftering the

royal edicts. It is not the grave and well-weighed

counfels of the legiflature which, under this fyftem,

direct the movements of the executive power ; but

it is the caprice, the pride, and the folly of the

executive power which have too frequently influ-

enced and governed the volitions of the legiflative

body. It is an acknowleged truth, a truth upon

parliamentary record—that " the influence of

the Crown ought to be diminished;" but no

vigorous fteps have yet been taken to effect that

diminution. A reform of the reprefentation, a re-

duction of the {landing military force, a progref-

five redemption of the public debt, and a total abo-

lition of all ufelefs and fuperfluous places, penfions,

and fmecures, upon which the monfler corrupt

tion feeds and thrives, are alone adequate to ac-

complifh the mighty talk of a national regeneration.

were liberally paid for writing, what even the moll partial

friends of the Miniiler could fcarcely endure to read. A pen-

fion of three thoufand livres, granted by Louis XV. to the ce-

lebrated M. Crebillion, gave rife in England to the following

J£U d'efpnt

:

" At reading this, great Walpole {hook his head ;

How ! wit and genius help a man to bread

!

With better fkill we pen lion and promote;

Nunc eat with us who cannot give a vote."

E 4 And
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And if that energy and virtue are wanting in the

community at large, which will in time incite to

the adoption of fuch means as are"neceffary to ef-

fectuate this end, what remains but to await, in deep

and tranquil filence, the moment in which the na-

tional liberty is fated finally to terminate in that

abfolute monarchy which, according to a profound

and celebrated writer, forms the true euthanafia of

the British Constitution ?

The new adminiflration was now completely

formed, and the whole formidable feries of patrio-

tic motions had been fuccefsfully configned, by

their former advocates, to repofe and oblivion.

Affairs, therefore, now reverting to their regular

and accuftorned channels, the Houfe of Commons

was moved, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

to refolve itfelf into a Committee of Supply ; and,

conformably to the eflimates and refolutions

brought forward, upwards of an hundred thoufand

feamen and landmen were voted for the fervice of

the current year ; the fum of five hundred thoufand

pounds was granted to the Queen of Hungary, and

the fubfidies to Denmark and HefTe Caffel conti-

nued *. But this was deemed by the Court a very

ina-

* *' Such, lays the Gothic annalift of the times, were the ex-

ertions of the new minifters to make tomejigure with the people

in fupport of the meafures of his Majeily, that no lefs than five

millions fever, hundred and twenty-three thoufand pounds had

been
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inadequate aid ; and it foon appeared that the new

Minifter, Lord Carteret, a man haughty and confi-

dent, had formed vaft and dangerous projects, cal-

culated for the fole purpofe of recommending him-

felf to the favour of the King, who was ambitious

to fignalize his talents, as King William had for-

merly done, at the head of a grand Continental

army. With this view, therefore, fixteen thoufand

regular troops, afterwards increafed to a much

larger number, and which might have been em-

ployed to great advantage in different naval expe-

been granted this fefiion in the committee of fupply : All of it,

he adds exultingly, except 20,oool. voted for budding Wejl-

minjler bridge, for the purpofes of the war, or for fupplying the

deficiencies of the expenfe of laft year's warlike preparations.''

Is it not worth while, however, to paufe a moment, and afic

-whether the community has not, according to the calm •verdict of

reafon, derived more real and permanent advantage from the

expenditure of the 20,oool. in a work of public utility and

magnificence, than of the millions fo eagerly and laviflily appro-

priated to the purpofes of devaluation and dcftruftion ? Is it pity

or fcorn, amazement or forrow, indignation or derifion, that

fuch national infatuation as this is calculated in a philofophic

mind mod ftrongly to excite ? Or is power delegated by com-

munities to individuals only to multiply and perpetuate their

own miferies ? How forcibly does hiflory confirm the humiliate

ing reflection of the poet

:

" Man, proud man,

Dreft in a little brief authority,

Plays fuch fantaftic tricks before high Heaven

As makes the angels weep.''

ditions,



5« X. GEORGE II.

ditions, were, in the month of April 1742, em-
barked for Flanders, and were fhortly after joined

by fixteen thoufand Hanoverians and fix thoufand

Heffians, in Britifh pay, and a numerous body of

Auftrians. The Earl of Stair, created, on the

recent refignation of the Duke of Argyle, Field-

Marfhal of Great Britain, a Nobleman diftinguifhed

as well for his perfonal accomplishments as his mi-

litary and political talents, was appointed Genera-

liffimo of this new army. Being inverted with the

character of Ambaflador Extraordinary to the

States General, he exerted in vain the whole force

of his eloquence to prevail upon their High Mighti-

neflTes to concur in the projects of the King of

Great Britain. Although the States had come to

a previous refolution considerably to augment their

forces, they declared their determination to adhere

to their neutrality. 'And the Englifh General find-

ing himfelf unable, without their amThmce, to en-

gage in thofe offenfive operations he had in con-

templation, which were faid to be the fiege of Dun-

kirk, to be followed, if fuccefsful, by a rapid

march to the Somme, distributed his army into

cantonments in the countries of Flanders, Liege,

and Luxemburg.

Lord Stair's negotiation proving ineffectual, Lord

Carteret was himfelf delegated with new propofi-

tions for the confideration and choice of their High

Mightineffes: 1. That the republic ihould declare

1 war
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war againft France in conceit with England, &c.

2. That they fhould garrifon the fortified towns, in

Flanders belonging to the Queen of Hungary, to

enable her to employ her troops in the field: 3. That

Great Britain mould take thirty thoufand of the troops

of Holland into Britifh pay : Laftly, To enter into

a new treaty of commerce very advantageous to the

republic. The States General, in reply, declared

their reluctance, by entering into the war, to make

it more bloody ; they, with a noble pride, afTerted,

that the troops of the republic were raifed only for

the defence of the republic, and they had never

hired them out. As to the lafl proportion, it was

acknowleged to be very acceptable, but too dearly

purchafed at the expenfe of a war. Thefe anfwers,

however confonant to the moderation, wifdom,

and dignity of the republic, gave little fatisfa&ion

to the Englifh Minifter, who returned to London

much difpleafed and difappointed at his failure.

When the Parliament of Great Britain met in

November 1742, the conduct, of the newMiniflry

was arraigned in the bitterer! terms of feverity.

The Earl of Chefterfield, who had not been in-

cluded in the new arrangements of office, afTerted,

that the affembling an army in Flanders without

the concurrence of the States General, or any other

power engaged by treaty, or bound by interefl, to

lupport the Queen of Hungary, was a rafh and ri-

diculous meaiure ; that it would inevitably involve

the
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the nation as principals in an expenfive and ruinous

war ; and that the arms and wealth of Great Bri-

tain alone were not adequate to the purpofe of

raifing the Houfe of Auihia to its former height of

elevation ; that, while England exhaufted her re-

sources to carry into effect her romantic and im-

practicable projects, the Electorate of Hanover,

though under the fame engagements, and governed

by the fame Prince, contributed nothing as an ally

to her affiftance, but was paid by Great Britain for

all the forces it had fent into the field, and at a

very exorbitant price. After having exalted the

Elector of Hanover from a ftate of obfcurity to the

Crown, this nation, faid his Lordfhip, is con-

demned to hire the troops of that Electorate to

fight in their own caufe, to hire them at a rate

which was never demanded before, and to pay levy-

money for them, though it is known to all Europe

that they were not railed for this oceafion." The

Duke of Bedford alfo, a Nobleman of many private

and public virtues, and of a family illuflrioufly dif-

tinguifhed by the ardour of its attachment to the

true interefts of their country, affirmed, on this

occafion, " that the.meafures of the Englifh Mi-

niftry had long been regulated by the intereft of his

MajeftVs Electoral territories ; that thefe had long

been confidered as a gulf, into which the treafures

of Great Britain had been thrown ; that the (tate of

Hanover had been changed, without any vifible

caufe,
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caufe, fince the acceffion of its Princes to the throne

of England. The marks of affluence and profpe-

rity were of late difcernible in all its diftricts, with-

out any difcovery of mines or extenfion of com-

merce ; and new dominions had been purchafed,

the price of which it was more than fufpe&ed was

never paid from the revenues of Hanover." The

motion, however, for an addrefs to the throne,

" befeeching and advifmg his Majefty to exonerate

his fubjects of the charge and burden of thofe mer-

cenaries who were taken into the fervice laft year

without the knowlege or confent of Parliament,'*

was rejected ; Lord Carteret, the new Minifter,

with heroic effrontery, fetting every appearance of

confiftency at defiance, and engaging with the mofl

zealous ardour in the profecution and defence of

meafures which he had himfelf repeatedly held up

to the public fcorn, indignation, and derifion. In

the courfe of the feflicn, the Place Bill was again

brought forward, and again rejected by the Com-

mons, the numbers, on the divifion, being 221

againft. 1 96^. Mr. Sandys declared himfelf indeed to

be as great, if not a greater, friend than ever to the

bill, but that the time was improper; that it was

neceffary previoully to remove certain prejudices

which had been fcattered round the throne; and

that he was againft urging the meafure at prefent,

becaufe he hoped the period would fhortly arrive

when it would be readily agreed to by every branch

of
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of the legiflature. A motion for reviving the irt-*

quiry into the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole fof

the laft ten years, was negatived by 253 againft 1 86.

In purfuance of the plan of Continental warfare

now adopted by the Court of London, the Earl of

Stair auembled the confederate forces early in the

fpring (A. D. 1743), with a view, as was believed,

of penetrating the frontier of France on the fide of

the Mofelle ; but being oppofed by the Auftrian

and Hanoverian Generals intruded with the fecret

refolves of the Englifh Court, the whole army di-

rected its courfe towards the Maine. On their

near approach to Francfort, the Emperor, alarmed

with the apprehenfion of falling as a captive into

the hands of the King of England, prepared to fly

for refuge, though he feemed fcarcely to know

whither ; but the Englifh commander deputed,

without delay, an officer of diftinclion with a mef-

fage to his Imperial Majefty, affuring him, in the

name of the King his mailer, that the refpecr, due

to the Imperial dignity mould not be violated, nor

the city he had chofen for his perfonal refidence

molefted. The Emperor, notwithstanding, retired

firft to Munich, and, on the re-approach of the Auf-

trians, to Augfburg, whence he returned, at the

termination of the campaign, to his former refi-

dence at Francfort. The Court of Verfailles,

which had in vain made advances of accommoda-

tion to the Court of Vienna, now apprehending

the
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the junction of the allies commanded by Lord Stair

with the Auftrians under Prince Charles of Lor-

raine, directed the Marefchal de Noailles to af-

femble an army of 60,000 men on the Maine,

while the Marefchal de Coigne was placed at the

head of a yet fuperior army in Alface, to oppofe

any attempt of the Auftrian commander to pene-

trate into France by forcing the paffage of the

Rhine. The King of England, eager to gather

thofe laurels which imagination had already woven

into wreaths and garlands, accompanied by his

younger fon the Duke of Cumberland—now, for the

firft time, appearing in the field—arrived in June

at the camp of Afchaffenburg. Here, however, to

his unfpeakable furprife and cnagrin, the Monarch

foon found himfelf and his whole army reduced to

a very critical fituation, by the fuperior fkill and

conduct of the Marefchal de Noailles, whofe plan

of military operation during this campaign, the

King of Pruffia tells us, would have done honour

to the mod renowned captain. This General had,

early in the fummer, taken pofTeilion of the cities

of Spire, Worms, and Oppenheim, and, palling

the Rhine, had encamped on the eaft fide of the

river, above Francfort, in a pofition which com-

manded the navigation" of the upper Maine ; at

the fame time occupying all the adjacent pofts on

the Rhine and Maine, fo as effectually to bar all

accefs with the furrounding country, and to inter-

cept
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cept all convoys of provifion or fupply. The King

of England, therefore, found himfelf under the ne-

ceffity of decamping from Afchaffenburg, and di-

rected his march to Hanau, where he expected to

meet large reinforcements. But the Marefchal,

forefeeing that the Allies would not long be able to

maintain their pofition, had taken his meafures ac-

cordingly ; and, on approaching the village of Det-

tingen, his Br itannicMajefly found the French army

drawn up in battle-array, with a view to oppofe his

farther progrefs. To fo perilous an extremity no

King of England, in encountering a foreign enemy,

had ever been reduced. In front were the narrow

and dangerous defiles of Dettingen, occupied in

force by the enemy ; on the left flowed the river

Maine, on the high oppofite banks of which the

French had planted a formidable line of batteries ;

on the right were mountains and woods, interfered

by a morafs ; and all retreat was precluded by the

vigilance of the French commander, who had

taken pofTeffion of Afchaffenburg immediately on

its being evacuated by the Britifh forces. No event

more favourable could be expected than that the

whole army rauft, in a fhort time, furrender them-

felves prifoners of war; and the Marefchal de No-

ailles might reafonably prefume, that for him was

referved the glory of avenging the fatal cataflrophe

of Poidiers. But the rafh and inexperienced va-

lour of the Due de Grammont blafted thefe bril-

liant
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Kant hopes ; advancing through the defiles, con-

trary to the exprefs orders of the Marefchal, who

was compelled to move with the whole army in

order to fuflain this unfeafonable attack, he offered

the enemy battle upon equal terms in the inclofed

plain. The French charged with theit ufual im-

petuofity, but were received by the Englifh with

cool and determined intrepidity. The King him-

felf difplayed much perfonal courage, and the

French were repulfed with great (laughter, and

compelled to repafs the Maine with the lofs of

6000 men ; though they fuffered no molefiation in

their retreat, the King of England purfuing with-

out delay his march to Hanau, impatient to receive

his expected fupplies and reinforcements. The

Duke of Cumberland, who fought with great gal-

lantry, was wounded in the action. At Hanau the

King was vifited by Prince Charles of Lorraine and

Count Khevenhuller ; but no operations of confe-

quence took place during the remainder of this

campaign, the original or Specific obje£t of which

it might baffle the profoundeft fagacity to devife.

Towards the latter end of the fummer, the allied

army parted the Rhine at Mentz, and the King of

England fixed his head-quarters at Worms. Here

the advances of the Diet, who, folicitous to reflore

the peace of the Empire, wrote letters to the King

of England and the States General, requeuing, in

concert with themfelves, the mediation of the ma-

Vol. IT, F ritime
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ritime powers, being previoufly rejected, a treaty

was figned with the Queen of Hungary and the

King of Sardinia, who engaged to maintain 40,000

infantry and a proportionable corps of cavalry,

for the fervice of the Queen of Hungary in Italy.

The allurements held out to his Sardinian Majefty

were, an Englifh fubfidy of ^280,000 per annum,

the transfer of certain diftrifts of the Milanefe,

end the profpect of gaining the Marquifate of

Finale, her pretentions to which, by an article of

this treaty, her Hungarian Majefly mod generoufly

affigned over to this Monarch ; although an actual

and unconditional ceflion of that territory to the

republic of Genoa, to which it had anciently be-

longed, though wrefted from her by the violence

of the Houfe of Auftria, had been made by the late

Emperor Charles VI. for the fum of 400,000 golden

crowns, for which it had been previoufly mortgaged;

and which fum, it is true, her Hungarian Majefty

now condefcended to grant her royal permiflion to

the republic to receive from any power willing and

able to repay it *. The republic remonftrated in

the

* The tenth article of the treaty of Worms, relating to the

cefiion of Finale, is a great hiftorical curiofity, and exhibits the

crooked and infidious policy of Lord Carteret in a very linking

point of view. It is as follows : " As it is of importance to

the public caufe, that his Majefty the King of _Sardinia fliould

have an immediate communication of his dominions with the

f«a and with the maritime powers, her Majefty the Queen of

Hungary
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the ftrongeft manner againfl: a treaty fo injurious

to her rights
;

protefling alio, in a memorial pre-

fented

Hungary and. Bohemia yields to liim all the rights which. (he

may have in any manner, and upon any title whatfoever, to the

town and marquifate of Finale, which rights fhe yields and tranf-

fers, without any reftri&ions, to the King, in the fame manner

as fhe does the countries defcribed in the foregoing article ; in

the juft expectation that the republic of Genoa will facilitate, as

far as fhall be neceffary, a difpofition fo indifpenfablyrequiiite for

the liberty and fecurity of Italy, in conftderatinn of thefum which

flail be found due to the republic, without his Majefly the Ki g of

Sardinia, or her Majefly the Queen of Hungary, being obliged to

contribute to thepayment of thefaidfum : Provided always, that the

town of Finale be and remain for ever a free-port town, as is

Leghorn ; and that it fhall be allowable for his Majefly the King

of Sardinia to re-eftablifh there the forts which have been demo-

lifhed, or to caufe others to be built, according as he fhall judge

convenient.'' It is evident that Lord Carteret, confeious of

the nefarioufnefs of this attempt, dared not openly to facrifice

the faith and honor of the Englifh nation, which had actually

guaranteed, by the fourth article of the Quadruple Alliance, the

pofTeflion of Finale to the Genoefe, by making it a direct party

in the tranfaclion. It was no doubt the purpofe of the Englifh

Minifler to perfuade the Parliament of Great Britain to pay the

money in queftion, and to compel the Senate of Genoa to take

it. But, if he found the oppofition to this meafure too ftrong,

he had this evaficn in referve, that the rights of the Queen of

Hungary, if invalid in themfelves, gave no additional fanclion to

the claims of the King of Sardinia ; that the republic was not

obliged to confent to the redemption of the mortgage, nor was

Great Britain under any obligation to offer it. Thus a flagi-

tious fcheme was formed, which might be eaiily abandoned if

found impracticable in the execution. A negotiation at the

F 2 clofe
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fented to the Imperial Diet, againft this tranfactiofl*

and claiming the protection of that auguft body

;

Finale being an ancient and acknowleged fief of

the Empire. But Lord Carteret, who had accom-

panied the King of England to Germany, and ne-

gotiated this affair in perfon, treated the embafiy

of the republic with the molt marked and infuf-

ferable contempt, though the Queen of Hun-

gary herfelf hefitated to infifl upon the validity of

her claim. In confequence of this abominable in-

justice, the Senate of Genoa concluded a treaty of

alliance, offenfive and defenfive, with Spain, at

clofe of the fummer was carried on with the Emperor, and arti-

cles of accommodation actually agreed upon, with the reluctant

concurrence of the Queen of Hungary, by which the hereditary-

dominions of the Emperor were to be reftored, on condition

of a renunciation of his claims on the Auftrian fuccefiion. By a

feparate article of the treaty, the fum of fix millions of florins

was, by a temporary alignment on certain lands, allotted to the

Emperor for the fupport of the Imperial dignity, all deficiencies

in the payment of which were to be made good by the King of

England. Lord Carteret, however, refolving not to take upon

himfelf the fole refponfibility of this article, delayed the figning

of the treaty till a meflenger was difpatched to the regency in

London, requiring their affent to it. But, to the furprife and

chagrin both of the King and the Emperor, the regency fent

word, " that they were of opinion, it was better, till the ac-

complifhment of a general peace, to leave the burden of fup-

porting his Imperial Majefty on the Court of France, who

would foon be tired of the expenfe.'' The negotiation, there-

fore, proved ultimately abortive.

3 Aranjuez,
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Aranjuez, the following year^-provoking, by this

means, the implacable refentment of the Houfe of

Auftria, which appeared to deem the abfolute an*

nihilation of the republic fcarcely an adequate

atonement for fuch an act of prcfumption. In

September, the Allies, now encamped at Spirea

were joined by 20,000 Dutch auxiliaries ; th$

States General, notwithstanding the folicitations

and menaces of France, being at laft prevailed upon

openly to declare themfelves in favor of the Queen

of Hungary. Marefchal Noailles having retired

into Alface, the Allies, as if now pleafed and

proud to march about, made various random an4

fruitlefs incurfions, and demolifhed the entrench^

ments already abandoned by the French on the

banks of the Queich j after which they feparated

into winter-quarters *. Prince Charles of Lonaine

* " Pour fe convaincre (fays the King of Pruffia) du pen de

.fuite qu'il y a dans les a6tions des hommes, il n'y a qu'a fairc

l'analyfe de cette campagne. On affemble une armee fur le

Mein, fans pourvoir a. fes fubfiftances : La fairn et la furprlfc

obligent les Allies a fe battre ; ils font vainqueurs des Francois
j

ils paffent le Rhin , ils vont a Worms ; le Speyerbach les arrete,,

fans qu'il trouvent des expediens pour en depolter les ennemis ;

ils avancent enfin fur le Speyerbach que M. de Noailles les aban-

donne, et ils ne recoivent les fecours des Hollandois que pour

prendre des quartiers d'hiver dans le Brabant et dans le Weft-

phalie.—Apres quoi le Roi George prit le chemin de Londres,

pour y faire a. fon Parlement, dans une harangue pompeufe, Je

r^cit de fes exploits."

—

Oeuvres de Frederic IL

F 3 alfpa
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alfo, being foiled in his attempts to penetrate into

France on the fide of Alface, by the Marefchal

de Coigne, marched back to the Palatinate ; and

the campaign clofed with no decifive advantage on

either fide. But Lord Stair, the Englifh Com-

mander in chief, immediately on the termination

of it, threw up his commiffion in high difguft

;

determined not to lend the authority of his name

to military operations, in the concerting and

directing of which he had, by his own declara-

tion, fo lictle mare. This celebrated Nobleman

was one of the rood remarkable, and, in all re-

fpects, one of the mod accomplished perfonages of

his time. He had, early in life, diflinguifhed him-

felf by his zeal in fupport of the Revolution, to the

principles of which he continued ever fteadily at-

tached. Devoting himfelf to a" military life, his

valour and conduct were confpicuoufly difplaved in

the wars of the Revolution and Succeffion ; and

his knowlege and addrefs being no lefs eminent

than his courage, he was employed in various po-

litical negotiations, refiding feveral years in a di-

plomatic capacity at the Courts of Warfaw and

Verfailles. During the regency of the Duke of

Orleans, the Earl of Stair rofe to the higheft degree

of favor, and was admitted to the moil intimate

confidence of that Prince, who, as we are told,

upon fome interefting political occafion, being afked

what part his Royal Highnefs meant to take, re-

plied,
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plied, with a fmile, " Whatever the Englifh Am-

baffador pleafes." After paffing through a variety

of high offices, he was at length, in confequence

of his determined oppofition to the meafures of Sir

Robert Walpole, divefted of all his employments
;

and, retiring to Scotland, lived upon his eftate

many years in dignified obfcurity. But, on the

formation of the Continental army, he was recalled

in the moil flattering and honorable manner, in

order to be placed at the head of it : And it is by

many believed that, if his plans had been adopted

in their full extent, France would have found it

difficult to refill the fudden and powerful impref-

fion which, in the fpirit of a great commander,

he is known to have meditated.

Early in the following fpring, March 1744, war

was formally declared by France againft England
;

and, in a mort time after, by England againft

France. In the declaration of France, the King of

Great Britain was accufed of a violation of his neu-

trality, and of having diffuaded the Court of

Vienna from acceding to any terms of accommo-

dation. " The war, fays the King of Pruffia,

fpeaking of the fituation of affairs at this period,

had changed its objecl. The original idea of felf-

prefervation on the part of the Houfe of Auflria

had given place to projects of conquefl. The fuc-

cefs of the Court of Vienna had excited its ambi-

tion
}
and there was no longer room to doubt that

F 4 the
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the dethronement of the Emperor was in contem*

plation, and that the King of England fecretly la-

boured to effect the fame purpofe." The mild, the

equitable, and pacific Fleury, who, at the age of

feventy, had affumed the reins of government in

France, and had fuccefsfully directed the counfels of

that great monarchy for a period of eighteen years,

was now no more. And, in confequence of his

demife, the Court of Verfailles appeared far lefs

folicitous to terminate the fubfifting differences

:

And formal reciprocal declarations of war were

now publifhed by the Courts of Verfailles and

Vienna. In the former, his Mofl Chriflian Majefty

charged the Queen of Hungary with " obflinate im-

placability, with a fixed determination not to liften

to terms of accommodation, and with harbouring

projects of infatiable ambition, hatred, andrevenge."

On the other hand, the Queen of Hungary charged

his Moft Chriflian Majefty with " a violation of his

moft folemn engagements reflecting the Pragmatic

Sanction ; with infidioufly inciting different pre-

tenders to lay claim to the fucceffion of the late

Emperor ; with endeavouring to inftigate the com-

mon enemy of Chriftendom againft her ; and with

having afted the part of a public incendiary in the

north of Europe, in order that the Czarina might

be prevented from aflifting the Houfe of Auftria,

while the armies of France were fpreading defla-

tion throughout the Empire." And all impartial

perfons
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perfons were compelled to acknowlege, that the

criminations and recriminations of thefe oppofite

declarations were, to the misfortune of mankind

—

oppreffed by the ceafelefs contentions of thefe proud

rival Houfes—ftri&Iy and literally true. Vail pre-

parations were now made by the Court of Verfailles

for the enfuing campaign in Flanders, where an

army of one hundred and twenty thoufand men

was affembled, under the command of the famous

Marefchal Comte de Saxe, who inverted and re-

duced the towns of Menin, Ypres, and Furnes.

The allied army, commanded by the Duke of

Cumberland, a general of almofl one whole year's

experience, and very inferior to that of the French

in force, was unable to impede the progrefs of his

arms ; which, however, received a hidden and un-

expected check from the fuccefs of Prince Charles

of Lorraine, who, having found means to elude the

vigilance of Marefchal Coigne, had croffed the

Rhine at the head of a numerous army, had fecured

the partes of Lorraine, and laid the whole country

under contribution. Forty thoufand men being

detached to reinforce the army in Alface, the Allies

ventured to approach the French commander, now

acting on the defenfive ; but found no favorable

opportunity of attack ; and, after various inexpli-

cable and inconfiftent movements, they at length

retired, without hazarding either fiege or battle,

jnto winter-quarters *.

In

? The French garrjfon at Lifle, we are told, djfplayed their

wit
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In the mean time, all France was in confterna-

tion at the progrefs of the Auflrians under the

Prince of Lorraine, accompanied by the veteran

Marefchal Traun. The fate of the kingdom feemed

involved in the irTue of a battle. But their fchemes

of conqueft were entirely fruftrated by the alarming

intelligence that the King of PrufTia had a fecond

time entered the dominions of the Queen of Hun-

gary ; that the city of Prague and all Bohemia had

fubmitted almoft without refiflance, being entirely

unfufpicious of danger, and confequently deftitute

of the proper means of defence. " Kings, fays

one of the mod refpeclable writers of antiquity,

have no reafon to blame the people for changing

for intereft, fince in that they do but imitate their

mailers, who are patterns of treachery and perfidi-

oufnefs, and who think thofe men mod capable of

ferving them who pay the leail regard to honefty *."

Scarcely were the ratifications of the treaty of Bret-

law exchanged, before the treaty itfelf was violated

by one of the parties, in the apprehenfion that it

would eventually be violated by the other : And

Silefia was deftined to be once more deluged in

blood, in order to determine whether it fhould be

wit at the expcnfe of the inactive warriors they could fee from

their walls. Harlequin was introduced upon the ftage pomp-

oufly exhibiting a bundle of papers under each arm : Being

sfked what he had under the right, he anfwered, orders ; and

what under the left, with equal folcmnity

—

counter-orders

.

* Plutarch in Vit. Pyrr.

fubjeel
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fubjecT: to the tyranny of Auftria or Brandenburg.

Prince Charles immediately prepared to march to

the relief of Bohemia, and repaffed, by the light of

the full moon, the Rhine, in the face of the French

army, commanded by the Marefchals de Coigne,

Noailles, and Belleifle, who, it was fufpected in-

deed, had Hill lefs inclination than ability to pre-

vent his departure. The King of Pruffia himfelf

acknowleges, that the' real motive of this invafion

was his apprehenfion that the French would be

compelled to conclude fuch a peace as the Auftrian

arrogance mould prefcribe ; and that the whole

force of the Queen of Hungary would afterwards

be employed in the recovery of Silefia ; relying, as

he tells us, little on the guarantee of England ; and

knowing that the King of England, in a letter

written in his own hand to the Queen of Hungary,

had, in allufion to the conqueit of Silefia, made

ufe of this remarkable expreffion—" Madame, ce

qui ell bon a prendre eft bon a rendre." The

oilenfible ground, however, for this hoflile attack,

was the reftoration of the tranquillity of the Empire,

and the jufl rights of the Emperor ; for which pur-

pofe a treaty had been figned at Francfort May 22,

1 744, in which the Emperor, the King of Prufiia,

the King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Hefle CaHel,

and the Elector Palatine, were the " moft high, and

high contracting parties :" And by which they en-

gaged themfelves to oblige the Queen of Hungary

to
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to retaliate his Imperial Majefty in his Ele&oral

dominions, to acknowlege the validity of his elec-

tion, and to deliver up the archives of the Empire,

flill in her porTeflion ; and, by an article yet more

alarming, to compel her Hungarian Majefty to

fubmit the various claims relative to the Auftrian

fucceffion to a regular juridical decifion. And
the King of Pruffia, in his public refcript to M.

D'Andrie, his Minifter at the Britifh Court, ex-

preffed his indignation at " the interference of Great

Britain in the internal affairs of the Empire, and

the unreafonablenefs of pretending, that mch pow-

erful and refpectable Princes as thofe of the Empire,

fhould be obliged to regulate their conduct accord-

ing to the inclinations of thofe among the Englifh

who ftrive to make their countrymen enter into

foreign quarrels, that are of no manner of concern

to England *." The Prince of Lorraine, under

the able direction of Marefchal Traun, proceeded

from the banks of the Rhine, with rapid marches,

into Bohemia, where the Auflrians were reinforced

by twenty thoufand Saxons ; the King of Po-

land, Elector of Saxony, having figned with her

• By the treaty of Francfort, the Heffians, to whom fuch

immenfe fums had been paid in fubfidies during the years of

peace, not only refufed farther to co-operate with us as allies,

but actually took a decided part in oppofition to Great Britain,

alarmed at the ambitious projects formed, with the concurrence

of England, for the aggrandizement of the Houfe of Auftria.

Hunga*
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Hungarian Majefly a convention for the mutual

o-uarantee of their dominions. This fudden return

of the Auftrian army entirely difconcerted the pro-

jects of the Pruffian Monarch, who, having ad-

vanced with fome indifcretion towards the frontiers

of the Arch-Dutchy, was himfelf in imminent dan-

ger of having his retreat intercepted by the fkilfu!

manoeuvres of "Marefchal Traun : And finding this

wary and cautious veteran conftantly encamped in

inaccefiible fituations, he had no other refource

remaining than to abandon his conquefts in Bo-

hemia, and to gain the pafTes of Silefia, which he

effected not without great difficulty and lofs, leav-

ing his heavy artillery and magazines in the hands

of the enemy*. " Such, fays the King of Pruflia,

was

* The King of Pruflia had no expectation of the re-appear-

ance of the Auftrian army in Bohemia during this campaign,

and highly refented the inactivity of the French Generals, who,

notwithftanding the urgent remonftrances of the Pruffian Mi-

niiler Schmettau, made very faint and feeble efforts to impede

the retreat of the Prince of Lorraine from the French territories

;

little impreffed, as it Ihould feem, with the arguments of the

Court of Berlin, tending to (hew the impolicy of this conduct.

" Schmettau (fays his Pruffian Majefly) etoit defefpere de la

mollefle des Francois. II prefentoit des memoires au Roi, il

prefibit les miniftres, il ecrivoit aux Marechaux." Et quel rifque

couroit la France ? Quand M. de Noailles auroit cte battu, les

troupes de la Reine etoient egalement obligees de quitter l'Al-

face, et fl les Francois etoient victorieux, ils detruifoient 1'armee

Autrichieune qui yiveraent pourfuivie, aulieu de repafier fesponts

da
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was the end of a campaign, the commencement of

which promifed the molt brilliant fuccefs ;" and in

the conduct of which he, with a noble ingenuouf-

nefs, confelTes himfelf chargeable with a feries of

errors, while he applauds the fkill and fagacity of

his antagonifl as worthy of the higheft admiration.

" Marefchal Traun (fays he) acted the part of Ser-

torius, and the King that, of Pompey. The con-

dud of that commander in this campaign was a

model of perfection, which every foldier who is

attached to his profeflion ought to (tudy and to imi-

tate fo far as he poiTeffes the ability." The King

often mentioned this campaign as his ecole de la

guerre^ and Marefchal Traun as his military pre-

ceptor \ and the Prince of Lorraine, on his return

to Vienna, was received with acclamations of ap-

plaufe, to which, though on all occafions he had

difplayed much perfonal gallantry, he had only a

fecondary claim.

During thefe tranfactions, Count Seckendorf,

the Imperial General, being liberally fupplied with

fubfidies from France, had found means to aflem-

ttu Rhin fe feroit noyee dans ce fleuvc. Les Francois emporterent

le village d'Achenheim, ct s'amuferent a des formalitts fuperflues,

tandis que le Prince de Lorraine mit ce temps a profit pour re-

pafler le Rhin fur fes ponts de Bcinheim qu'il rompit avant l'aube

du jour. Les Francois firent fonner des rodomontades ; et le

Prince de Lorraine continua paifiblement fa marche par la Souabe

et le haut Palatinat pour entrcr en Boheme."

—

Ocuvret de Fre-

deric II.

ble
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ble an army, with which he made an irruption into

Bavaria, and the Emperor once more took poflef-

fion of Munich, his capital. But this faint gleam

of profperity was of fhort duration : Knowing that

the Auftrians, now triumphant in Bohemia, were

once more preparing to* expel him from his heredi-

tary dominions, deftitute of refource, and over-

whelmed with a fucceflion of misfortunes, he ex-

pired at Munich January 18, 1745, of that mod
infupportable of fublunary ills—a broken heart -,

leaving to future ages a mofl finking and memo-

rable example of the inflability and vanity of hu-

man greatnefs *.

* No apology can be neceffary for recalling to the public

recollection the beautiful lines of the late Dr. Johnfon relative

to this Prince, in his mafterly Imitation of the tenth Satire of

Juvenal

:

" The bold Bavarian in a lucklefs hour

Tries the dread fummits of Casfarean power

—

With unexpected legions burfts away,

And fees defencelefs realms receive his fway.

Short fway ! fair Auftria fpreads her mournful charm?,

The Queen, the beauty, fets the world in arms ;

From hill to hill the beacons rouzing blaze

Spreads wide the hope of plunder and of praife :

The fierce Croatian, and the wild huffar,

And all the fons of ravage, crowd the war.

The baffled Pnnce in honor's flattering bloom

Of hafly greatnefs finds the fatal doom ;

His foes' derifion, and his fubjefts' blame

—

And fteals to death from anguilh and from fliame."

The
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The Grand Seignior, Mahmout V. had obferved

with exemplary and inviolable fidelity, during the

troubles of the Queen of Hungary, the treaty re-

cently concluded with the Emperor Charles VI.

;

and, at this period, from the mere fpontaneous

impulfe of generofity, he offered his mediation, in

order to effect a general accommodation amongft

the contending potentates of Chriftendom. For

this purpofe, the Grand Vizier delivered a refcript

to the Minifters of the belligerent powers refident

at the Porte, replete with fentiments of juftice and

humanity. " War is affirmed, in this memorial, to

be the malady which infects Princes ; but how juft

foever they may be in their commencement, wars

cannot, with any fhadow of juftice, be long con-

tinued, becaufe the confequences that attend them

are worfe than the evils they meant to take away.

The UBi.iME Porte hoped, for thefe reafons,

that the Princes of Chriftendom would have put an

end to the war, in order to prevent fuch calamities

:

But being informed by the Amballadors, Envoys,

Refidents, and Agents, fettled here, that they are

about to take the field with very numerous armies

this campaign, from whence nothing can be ex-

pected but black events, it has been thought proper

to reprefent to all the Minifters at the Court of the

mod gracious, mod invincible, mod puiffant Em-

peror, the fhadow of God upon earth, that, i. This

muft occafion a vaft effufion of human blood, and

muft
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mu(l expofe a multitude of innocent families to ruin

and dedruction. 2. That it mud give a fanction

to the breach of all laws human and divine, by

attributing to force what ought to belong to right,

and thereby Confound all order, indudry, and arts.

3. That it mud prove the catife of interrupting

commerce even amongd the fubje&s of fuch powers

as are not engaged in war, to the great lofs and

detriment of the human fpecies in general. That

his Sublime Highnefs, having a tender fenfe of hu-

manity, which is natural to all great minds, uas

judged it proper to interpofe, and to endeavour to

find out the means of compromifing thefe differ-

ences. The Grand Vifier, therefore, has thought

it his duty to inform the refpective powers at war

of this mod beneficent and laudable defign in the

fight of God and man of his Sublime Highnefs, in

order to know their fentiments thereuDon." It is
t

fuperfluous to fay, that this offer was wholly un-

available : It was doubtlefs regarded as a hopelefs

and impracticable tafk fo to explain the complicated

politics of the European court?, as to have made

this ignorant barbarian comprehend what it was

that the Chridian Princes were quarrelling about.

In a fhort time after the death of the Emperor,

the Audrian armies entered the Electorate of Ba-

varia ; and the young Elector, unable to contend

againft fuch fuperior force, was compelled to aban-

don his capital, and retire to Augfburg ; and a

Vol. II. G treaty
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treaty was foon afterwards concluded at Fuetfbi

between him and the Queen of Hungary, by which

an entire reftitution of her conquers was made by

that Princefs, in confequence of a relinquishment

of all claims on the Aultrian fucceffion on the part

®f the Elector j and, which was of far greater

importance, his voice in favour of the Grand

Duke of Tufcany at the enfuing election of an Em-
peror of the Romans, and his acknowlegement of

the validity of the electoral vote of Bohemia in the

perfon of the Queen : And the Court of Vienna

having now fecuted all the voices of the electoral

college, thofe of Brandenburg and the Palatinate

excepted, the Grand Duke was, on the fecond of

September 1745, declared Emperor of the Ro-

mans at Francfort, by the name of Francis I. Al-

though the campaign of 1 744 had redounded little

to the reputation of the Pruffian arms, the political

views of the King were in a great meafure anfwered

by it. The French regained the afcendant on the

Rhine, where they captured, after an obftinate

refiftance, the Imperial city of Fribourg ; and they

were enabled to take the field in Flanders with re-

doubled force and vigour. The Pr Lillian Monarch,

on his part, opened the campaign of 1745 in Sile-

fia at the head of feventy thoufand men ; and rhe

Auftrians and Saxons having penetrated into that

province through the defiles of Landfhut, the two

armies joined battle at Friedburg, and after a fu-

rious
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rious conflict, maintained from the early dawn of

morning till noon, the Auftrians were defeated

with great lofs, and retiring into Bohemia, were

followed thither by the King, whofe career of vic-

tory fhewed that he had no longer Marefchal Traun

forhisadverfary,that officer having been appointed to

the command of the army of the Empire affembled

for the protection of the Diet at Francfort. The

Pruffian Monarch however, conceiving himfelf

abandoned by France, whofe conquefts on the

Maefe or the Scheld were, as he affirmed to his

Moll Chriftian Majeily, of no more advantage to

Pruffia than victories on the Scamander, would

willingly have accommodated his differences with

the Emprefs-Queen, by which appellation her

Hungarian Majeily was now diftinguifhed; but that

Princefs haughtily rejected his advances : And the

Prince of Lorraine received pofitive orders from

the Court of Vienna to rifk another engagement. An
opportunity offering itfelf of attacking the Pruffians

to advantage in their camp of Sohr, near Stau-

dentz, a fecond pitched battle took place on the

thirtieth of September ; and though the Auftrians

feemed at fir ft to have a fair profpect of fuccefs,

forcing their way into the interior of the Pruffian

camp, and even carrying off the military cheft

and the King's own cabinet, they were finally re-

pulfed. In this battle, the brother-princes Ferdi-

nand and Louis of Brunfvvick were personally op-

G "2 pofed
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pofed to each other, and fought with an emulation

of valour. Notwithstanding this victory, his Pruf-

fian Majefty thought proper to retire from Bohe-

mia, which he always confidered as an ineligible

and hazardous fcene of military operation, and en-

tered the rich and fertile country of Lufatia. And

the Saxons being defeated, December 15, by the

Prince of Anhalt at KefTeldorf, his Polifh Majefty

was obliged to abandon the city of Drefden, of

which his Pruffian Majefty took immediate poflef-

fion : And, in confequence of the continued fuc-

cefles of that Monarch, the Emprefs-Queen was

at length induced to fign a treaty of peace at Dref-

den, January 1 746, by which the King of Pruflia

acknowleged the Grand Duke of Tufcany as Em-

peror ; the Electorate of Saxony, in confideration

of the payment of one million of German crowns,

was reftored to his Polifh Majefty, and Silefia once

more guaranteed to Pruflia. Vehement remon-

ftrances were made by France againft this treaty,

which flie affected to refent as a violation of the

moft folemn engagements. But it is fufficiently

evident, that both France and Pruflia, from the

commencement to the termination of their political

connection, were actuated entirely by the fame

motives ; and that neither obferved any faith with

the other farther than it happened to be conform-

able to their own feparate intereft. " What is the

real language, fays the King of Pruflia, of thefe

remon-
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remon (trances of the Court of Verfailles ? Conti

knows fo well how to detain the principal forces of

the Queen of Hungary in Germany, that he has

repalTed the Rhine, leaving any perfons that pleafed

at liberty to elect an Emperor ; that Traun has

been enabled to detach Grune to Saxony, pur-

posing to follow with the remainder of his troops,

if the Queen of Hungary thinks fit to employ them

againft you. I have done great things this cam-

paign. Mention alfo has been made of you : I

regret the dangerous fituation in which you are

placed, for your attachment to me ; but glory is

to be acquired only by Sacrificing yourfelf for

France. Be firm and conftant, and fuffer without

complaining. Imitate the example of my other

allies, whom I have abandoned indeed, but to whom
I have' given alms when they have loft their poffef-

fions. You, without doubt, will have ability to

extricate yourfelf from thefe embarraflments ; but

if unfortunately you mould be brought to ruin, I will

engage that the French academy mail compofe the

funeral oration of your empire." In a letter written

with his own hand to the King of France, his Pruf-

fian Majefty thus apologifes for his defection:

" After the letter addrefied to your Majefty in

November lad, I thought Lhad a right to expect

irom your Majefty real and effective fuccours. I

do not enter into the reafons which may have in-

duced your Majefty to abandon your allies to the

G 3
caprlca
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caprice of fortune : For this time the valour of my
troops has extricated me from the danger in which

I found myfelf involved. Had I been overwhelmed

by the number of my enemies, your Majelty would

have contented yourfelf with lamenting my fate,

and I mould have been left deftitute of refource.

Your Majefty advifes me to counfel myfelf: I have

done fo ; and I find that reafon loudly proclaims

the necefiity of putting a fpeedy termination to a

war which at prefent exifts without an object,

fmce the Auflrians are no longer the invaders of

Alface, and an Emperor is actually chofen. Rea-

fon warns me to watch over my own fafety ; and

to confider the formidable armament preparing by

RufTia on the one fide, and the army of Marefchal

Traun advancing from the banks of the Rhine on

the other. The Auftrians and Saxons have fent

their refpective Minifters to this place to negotiate

a peace, and I have no other option than to fign it.

May I hope for the happinefs of being employed by

your Majefty to mediate a general pacification

,

?

The interefts of France cannot be confided to any

perfon more attached to your Majefty than myfelf;

and I befeech your Majefty to believe, that the con-

tinuance of your friendmip will be always dear and

precious to me." France was in reality too deeply

engaged in her favorite projects of conqueft in the

Low Countries, to entertain any ferious intention

of granting efficacious affiftance to the King of

Pruffia.

5 EarIy
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Early in the year 1745, Marefrhal Saxe, ac-

companied by the King and the Dauphin, took

the field at the head of an immenfe army, and in-

verted the important city of Tournav. The Allies,

commanded by the Duke of Cumberland, afliited

by Marefchal Konigfeg and the Prince of Waldeck,

though far inferior in number, determined to make

an effort for the relief of the place. On the nth

of May, they advanced with great resolution to the

attack of the French army, encamped under cover

of the village of Fontenoy, and protected by a pro-

digious fire from the batteries they had planted on

all fides. The enterprife was confidered as a lin-

gular inftance of military rafhnefs. But fuch was

the intrepidity difplayed by the Englifh and Hano-

verian infantry, that the French were driven be-

yond their lines, and in imminent danger of a de-

feat ; but the Dutch failing in their attempt on the

village of Fontenoy, and the Englifh General not

making, as it is faid, the proper ufe of his firfl

fuccefs, by dividing the column of attack after he

had broke the centre of the French, Marefchal

Saxe had time to bring up his corps de refervey

and the Englifh found themfelves inclofed as it

were within a circle of fire, from the redoubts

which they had already palled, the mafked batteries

planted on each fide, and the artillery, which, un-

der the direction of Marefchal Saxe himfelf,

played upon them with dreadful execution in front.

G 4 In
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In this fituation, the mod heroic efforts were to-

tally unavailing, and the Allies were compelled to

retreat with the lofs of more than ten thoufand

men, to which that of the French was fuppofed

nearly equal ; but the extent of the misfortune

could be known only by the confequences. Tour-

nay furrendered, after a gallant defence, by an

honorable capitulation. Ghent and Bruges were

captured by a ccup de main : Oflend, Dendermond,

Newport, and Aeth, were fucceflively reduced

;

and the Allies retired for fafety beyond the canal of

Antwerp : And, at the end of the campaign, the

King of France entered the city of Paris in triumph,

Towards the latter end of the fummer, the

French Court, defirous of caufing an effectual di-

verfion to the Englifh army in Flanders, incited

the fon of the Chevalier de St. George, ufually

ftyled the Pretender, a young man of a fanguine and

adventurous difpofition, to rifk an invafion of Great

Britain, then almofl deflitute of troops, and in a

{late of great apparent dinatisfaftion with the go-

vernment. It is not neceflary to enter into a very

circumftantial narrative of this bold but abortive

attempt. Prince Charles, as he was called by his

adherents, landed in the Wefiern Iflands of Scot-

land in the month of Auguft, the King of England

being then at Hanover. The Lords of the Re-

gency treated the full intelligence of his arrival as

an idle tale j but, on receiving, farther and un-

doubted
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doubted information that he had collected a con-

fiderable force, and was advancing fouthward,

they iiTued a proclamation, offering a reward of

thirty thoufand pounds for his apprehenfion, and

difpatched a meffenger to the Continent to haften

the return of his Majefly, making, at the fame

time, a requifition of fix thoufand auxiliaries,

which the Dutch were by treaty under obligation

to furniih, and feveral Britifh regiments were alfo

recalled from the Netherlands. Inftructions were

fent to the Lords Lieutenants throughout the king-

dom to array the militia in their feveral counties,

and commiffions were iflued to levy new regiments

for the fpeedy and effectual fuppreilion of this re-

bellion. Many different corps of volunteers were

incorporated ; addrefles were prefented from all

parts, teflifying the utmofl abhorrence of this at-

tempt to fubvert the government ; and, notwith-

flanding the previous fymptoms of difcontent, the

whole kingdom feemed united as one man in the

moment of danger, in fupport of the national reli-

gion, laws, and conftitution. Sir John Cope, com-

mander in chief of the forces in North Britain,

advanced at the head of what troops he could col-

lect to Invernefs, in order to oppofe the farther

progrefs of this adventurer, who, in the mean

time, marched by another route to the capital,

which furrendering to him without refinance Sep-

tember 16, 1745, he caiifed his father to be pro-

3 claimed
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claimed King of Great Britain at the high crofs of

Edinburgh, declaring himfelf, at the fame time,

regent of his dominions, and fixing his head-quar-

ters at the palace of Holyrood-houfe, the royal re-

fidence of his anceftors. On receiving this intel-

ligence, Sir John Cope haftened back to Edin-

burgh ; and, on the twentieth of September, he

encamped with his army, confiding of about three

thoufand regular troops, near the village of Preflon-

pans, in the environs of the capital. Early the

next morning, he was attacked, fword in hand,

by the Prince Regent, at the head of about an

equal number of Highlanders, who, in lefs than

ten minutes, entirely broke the King's troops, un-

accuftomed to their ferocious and terrific mode of

fighting. Sir John Cope was heavily cenfured for

his prefumption and ignorance on this occafion.

Colonel Gardiner, an officer of diftinguiflied merit,

and himfelf a native of Scotland, remonitrating

with him on the impropriety of the difpofition he

had made, was treated with neglect and rudenefs,

and predicted a total defeat, which, however, he

difdained to furvive, falling glorioufly, covered

with wounds, in the midft of the enemy, ;md in

fight of his own manfion. In confequence of this

victory, the pretended Prince Regent faw himfelf

abfolute mafler of Scotland, a few fortreffes ex-

cepted. He received large fupplies from France,

and was joined by the Lords Kilmarnock, Cro-

marty,
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marty, Balmerino, and many other perfons of rank

and diftinclion ; and the enterprife, romantic as it

originally appeared, began to wear a ferious afpect.

The Campbells, the Monroes, the Macdonalds,

and other loyal clans, aflembled, however, in

arms, in defence of the government, under the

Earl of Loudon. An army was collected in Eng-

land under General Wade, who received orders to

march to the north, and proceeded as far as New-

caflle. The Prince Pretender, however, refolving

to try his fortune in the fouth, took the route of

Carlifle, which furrendered to him in November.

Another army, under Sir John Ligonier, was now

forming in Staffordshire : Notwithstanding which,

the Prince determined to proceed, hoping for a co-

operation from a body of French forces on the

fouthern coaft, and not doubting but he mould be

joined by great numbers of the Englifh malcontents

in his progrefs through the kingdom. In this ex-

pectation, however, he was grievoufly difappointed;

at Manchefler, only, was he received with any de-

monftrations of joy. Croffing the Merfey at Stock-

port, he advanced through Macclesfield and Con-

gleton to Derby, which was the extreme point of

his progrefs ; for, underftanding that the King had

determined to take the field in perfon, and to fei up

the ftandard of England on Finchley Common

—

the Earl of Stair, Field-Marefchal of Great Britain,

jbeing, at this momentous crifis, again received into

favor
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favor and confidence, and appointed General of

the royal army— he took a fudden refolution,

though he had actually advanced within a few days

march of the metropolis, to provide for his fafety

by a retreat. This amounted plainly to a virtual

relinquifhment of his object, which, indeed, could

only be accomplifhed by a feries of defperate efforts,

crowned with continual and decifive fuccefs. A
lingle difafter muft, in his fituation, be fatal. No
fooner was the refolution formed for retreating to

the north, than it was carried into effect with al-

moft incredible diligence and celerity. Abandon-

ing Derby December 6, their vanguard entered

Manchefter on the ninth, and on the nineteenth

they reached Carlifie ; and, after reinforcing the

garrifon at that place, the rebel army croffed the

rivers Eden and Solway into Scotland, with all

their artillery and military flores, eluding the at-

tempts of both the adverfe armies to intercept them

on this memorable march, in which no violence

was offered, no outrage or rapine committed, in a

country abounding with plunder, and prefenting

every temptation to the unreftrained indulgence of

military rapacity. On the twenty- firfl of December

Carlifie was inverted by the Duke of Cumberland,

who had now affumed the chitf command, and

furrendered on the thirtieth at difcretion. In the

mean time, the Prince Regent proceeded to Glaf-

gow, from which place he exacted heavy contri-

butions,
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butions, in revenge for the loyalty they had dif-

played in the courfe of the rebellion ; after which

he inverted the cattle of Stirling, though with little

profpect of fuccefs. General Hawley, now at the

head of the King's forces in North Britain, marched

to Falkirk, in order to relieve this fortrefs by an

attack upon the rebels. On the feventeenth of Ja-

nuary 1746, however, the General was himfelf

unexpectedly attacked by them, and, after fuftain-

ing for fome time a diforderly and irregular fight,

was compelled to a precipitate retreat, not, indeed,

fuffering fo much lofs as difgrace, it having been

cuftomary with him to boafl that, with two regi-

ments of dragoons, he would drive the rebel army

from one end of the kingdom to the other. The

Duke of Cumberland in perfon being now arrived

at Edinburgh with large reinforcements, took upon,

him the command, and moving towards Linlithgow,

the rebels not only abandoned the fiege of Stirling

caftle, but paffed the Forth with evident fymptoms

of confternation ; and the Prince Pretender (till

continuing to advance northward, the Duke of

Cumberland, after fecuring the important paffes of

Stirling and Perth, advanced to Aberdeen. This

changeful drama now drew towards a termination.

In the beginning of April (1746) the Duke began

his march from Aberdeen, and, on the twelfth,

paifed the deep and rapid river Spey, in fight of

the advanced pods of the enemy, without opposi-

tion.
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tion. At Nairne, his Royal Highnefs received

intelligence that the Prince Pretender had advanced

from Invernefs to Culloden, in order to give him

battle. On the fixteenth, the Duke decamped from

Nairne early in the morning, and, after a march

of nine miles, perceived the rebel army drawn up

in battalia in thirteen divifions. About one in the

afternoon the engagement began, and the High-

landers attempted, as formerly at Prefton-pans, to

break the royal troops, by ruining down with their

broad-fwords and Lochaber axes ; but being now

prepared for this mode of fighting, they received

the enemy with fixed bayonets, and kept up a con-

tinual firing by platoons, which did prodigious

execution. Being thrown into vifible diforder, the

cavalry of the royal army attacked them in flank,

and, in lefs than thirty minutes, the battle was

converted into a general rout ; and, orders being

iffued to give no quarter, vafl numbers were flain

in the purfuit. It is even affirmed, that unnecef-

fary and wanton barbarities were committed on the

perfons and families of the rebels long after the cef-

fation of refinance ; and that the Duke of Cum-

berland fullied the glory of his victory, by difplay-

ing a favage thirft of revenge, and a courage un-

tinctured with the feelings of humanity. As, ne-

verthelefs, the temper and conduct of this Prince

were upon no other occafion tainted with this im-

putation, it is reafonable to believe, either that he

was
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was tranfported into thefe temporary excefTes by thac

rage which is fo frequent and horrid a concomitant

and characteriitic of civil difcord ; or that he really

conceived thefe feverities to be neceffary for the pre-

vention offarther refiflance on the part of the rebels.

The Pretender efcaped with great difficulty from the

field of battle ; and after wandering for the fpace

of many months a wretched and folitary fugitive

among woods and lakes and mountains, and pafT-

ing through a feries of the moft extraordinary and

romantic adventures, to be paralleled only by thofe

of King Charles II. after the battle of Worcefter,

he found means, on the twentieth of September,

to embark on board a fmall velTel, which conveyed

him to Morlaix, in Bretagne. The executions

which enfued on the fuppreffion of this rebellion

feemed much more numerous than the neceflity of

the cafe required ; and the Lords Balmerino, Lo-

vat*, and Kilmarnock, fullered the fentence of

decapitation on Tower Hill, as did alfo the Earl of

Derwentwater, without any form of trial, being

arraigned on the fentence palTed againit. him in

1 716. The Earl of Cromarty only received a par-

don. Both Houfes of Parliament preiented ad-

drelTes of congratulation to his Mhjefty, and of

* Lord Lovat, who was of a character infamoufly profligate,

differed with great dignity and refolution : " So much ealier i.

it, fays Sir Dudley Carleton on a fimilar occafion, for a man to

die well than to live well."

thanks
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thanks to his Royal Highnefs the Duke, on this

aufpicious occafion. The fum of twenty-five thou-

fand pounds per annum was added, by the Houfe of

Commons, to the revenue of the Duke, now be-

come the idol of the nation, and extolled as equal

to the mod illuftrious of its heroes.

During thefe tranfactions in England, the tri-

umphs of Marefchal Saxe in Flanders Hill conti-

nued. The King of France again taking the field

in perfon, inverted the city of Antwerp, which

furrendered after a very flight refinance. Mens

made a better defence, but was compelled to capi-

tulate before the end of June : And St. Guiflain

and Charleroy (hared the fate of Mons and Ant-

werp. On the fecond of December (1746) the

Tenches were opened before Namur, and, on the

twenty-third, that flrong and important fortrefs,

after an unavailing effort previoufly made by the

Prince of Lorraine, who now commanded the con-

federate army, for its relief, furrendered to the

arms of France. On the thirtieth of September,

Marefchal Saxe eroded the Jaar, behind which

river the Allies were ported, near the village of

Roucoux, in order to force them to a battle. After

an obflinate conflict, in which the Prince of Wal-

deck difplayed heroic bravery, the Allies were

obliged to abandon their pofts with the lofs of five

thoufand men and thirty pieces of artillery, and

retire to Maeftrichtj and this action ten ' the

campaign.
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campaign. A lingular inftance of prefence of mind

is recorded on this occafion of the Earl of Crawford,

who, being attended by his aide-du-camp and a

few dragoons, had rode out the morning preceding

the battle to reconnoitre the fituation of the enemy,

and fell in unexpectedly with one of their advanced

guards : The fergeant who commanded it immedi-

ately ordered his men to prefent their pieces ; but

the Earl, without the ilighteft emotion, told him

there was no occafion for that ceremony, and in-

quired if he had feen any of the enemies parties ;

and, being anfwered in the negative, replied,

" Tres bien—tenez vous fur vos gardes—et fi vous

etiez attaque, j'aurai foin que vous foyez foutenu*."

This incident coming to the knowlege of Marefchal

Saxe, that Commander difmiffed an officer on his

parole with a complimentary mefiage to the Earl,

aifuring him " that he could not pardon the fer-

geant for not procuring him the honor of his Lord-

fhip's company to dinner." The States of Hol-

land began now to be ferioufly alarmed at the pro-

grefs of the French, and declared themfelves de-

termined to carry on the war with increafe of

vigor.

In March 1747, the allied forces took the field

under the command of the Duke of Cumberland ;

the Prince of Waldeck and the Marefchal Bathiani

* Very well—be upon your guard ; and, if you are attacked,

T will take care that you (hall be fupported.

Vol. II. H con-
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concluding the Dutch and Auftrian troops under

him. The whole army amounted to more than

one hundred thoufand men. But, on account of

the unufual inclemency of the weather, Marefchal

Saxe remained in his cantonments, contenting

himfelf with obftructing the fupplies of the allied

army, and publicly declaring he would teach the

Duke of Cumberland, when his forces were fuffi-

ciently diminiihed by hunger and ficknefs, that it

is the firft duty of a General to provide for the

health and prefervation of his troops. In April,

theFrench Commander detached Count Lowendahl,

at the head of thirty thoufand men, to invade Dutch

Flanders ; and Sluys, Sas-van-Ghent, and Hulft,

were quickly reduced. The French General now

prepared for a defcent on Zealand ; and the whole

Dutch nation being leized with extreme confterna-

tion, violent popular commotions took place

throughout all the provinces. The people at large,

ever attached to the Houfe of Orange, and mind-

ful of the important femces rendered to the repub-

lic by that illuitrious family, infilled upon the

Prince of Orange's being immediately inverted with

the dignity of Stadtholder ; and the States General

not chufmg, or not daring, to oppofe the general

fenfe of the nation, the Prince was on the fecond

day of May (i 747) declared Stadtholder, and Cap-

tain-General and Admiral of the United Pro-

vinces; and, in the courfe of the enfuing year,

the
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the dignity was made hereditary in the Houfe of

Orange. Upon this change in affairs, many fpi-

rited refolutions parted in the Affembly of the States.

An augmentation of the army was decreed, the

peafants were armed and exercifed, inquiries were

inftituted into the conduct of the Governors who

had furrendered the towns on the frontier, and

hofliiities were denounced againft France both by

fea and land. Marefchal Saxe, regardlefs of thefe

internal changes and commotions, advanced with

the grand army to Louvaine ; and the Duke of

Cumberland took pofl at Laffeldt, near Val, in or-

der to cover the city of Maeftricht. The Marefchal

determined upon a general attack, in order to dif-

lodge the enemy, and open the way to Maeflricht.

The Allies defended themfelves with great refolu-

tion and perfeverance : The French were repeatedly

broken and difperfed ; but frefh brigades conti-

nually fucceeded to thofe which retired, and the

village was three times loft and recovered : At

length, the line being dangeroufly difordered by

an impetuous afiaiilt of the French cavalry, the

Duke ordered a retreat, which was effected with

inconfidcrable lofs, chiefly through the extraordi-

nary intrepidity and prefence of mind of Sir John

Ligonier, who, at the head of a few Britim regi-

ments of dragoons and fquadrons of Imperial horie,

arrefted the purfuit of the whole French army,

He was himfelf, his hori killed under turn,

H 2 made
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made prifoner ; but the regiments he commanded

retired unbroken from the field. When this officer

was introduced to the prefence of his Mod Chrif-

tian Majefly, that Monarch exclaimed, " When,

Sir, will the King your mailer deign to grant us

peace ?" And he was foon releafed on his parole,

intruded with certain general propofitions of a pa-

cific tendency, for the confideration of the Englifh

Court.

The military arrangements of the Commander in

chief were the fubject of much cenfure on this oc-

cafion. When the French firft appeared on the

heights of Herdeeren, the Marefchal Bathiani

urged the neceflity of an immediate attack, but

his advice was received with coldnefs and neglect

;

and the Commander in chief afking the Marefchal

where he might be found in cafe of need, the Auf-

trian haughtily replied, that he mould always be

found at the head of his troops *. The Allies

however, notwithftanding their late defeat, were

ftill able to cover Maeftricht from attack ; and

Marefchal Saxe perceiving his original project dis-

concerted, detached Count Lowendahl, with about

r* We arc told, that a French officer remarking to an Englifh

private, who had been made prifoner after difplaying extraordi-

nary marks of valor, that if there had been fifty thoufand fucb

men as he in the allied army they fhould have found it very difii-

cjlt to conquer them; the Englifhman replied, "there were

men enough like me, but we wanted one like Marefchal Saxe."

fifty
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fifty thoufand men, to lay fiege to Bergen-op-Zoom,

the ftrongeft fortification of Dutch Brabant, and

accounted almoft impregnable, being the chef-

d'ceuvre of the famous engineer Coehorn. The

enemy appeared before the walls on the twelfth of

July, and from this time to the middle of Septem-

ber, a tremendous fcene of carnage was exhibited.

The roar of bombs, mortars, and cannon, was in-

ceffantly heard, and all the dreadful apparatus of

war difplayed. Baron Cronftrom, a gallant old

veteran, being appointed to the command of the

fortrefs, repeated and defperate fallies were made

by the garrifon, and mines fprung with horrible

fuccefs. It was generally believed that Count Low-

endahl would be obliged to abandon his enterprife;

but fome inconfiderable breaches being made in

a ravelin and two adjoining baftions, the Count

determined upon an aflault. The Governor not

imagining the breaches practicable, had taken no

precautions to guard againfl the attack, which was

made with aftoniming intrepidity on the night of

the fixteenth of September. The fuccefs of the

attempt juftified the apparent rafhnefs of it. The

French gained the ramparts, and formed, before

the garrifon could affemble. The Baron being

awakened from his fleep, was informed that the

French were in poffefiion of the town, and with

difficulty effected his own efcape. Thus the enemy

became entire matters of the navigation of- the

H 3 Scheldt.
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Scheldt* Lowendahl was promoted, in confe*

quence of this fuccefs, to the rank of Marcfchal of

France, and the King of France returned once

more in triumph to Verfailles. Notwithflanding

the fuccefles of the French in Flanders, they began

to feel the continuation of the war extremely bur-

denfome ; they had fufiered great lofies at fea
;

their navy had fuftained repeated fhocks ; their

commerce was ruined ; their finances exhauftcd

;

the war in Italy had proved difaftrous ; the views

of the French Monarch in Germany were entirely

frultrated ; the election of a Stadtholder had armed

again ft him the whole power of Holland; and he

knew that the Courts of London and Vienna were

in treaty with the Czarina, who had actually iffucd

orders for the march of forty thoufand Ruffians from

the banks of the Wolga to the borders of the Rhine.

Moved by thefe considerations, his Mod Chriflian

Majefly made direct and repeated advances of accom-

modation to the Courts ofLondon and of the Hague;

and, though they were at firlt received with cold-

nefs, it was finally agreed that a congrefs mould be

opened at Aix la Chapelle, and which accordingly

met early in the enfuing fpring, March 1748, the

Earl of Sandwich and Sir Thomas Robinfon acting

as Ambaftadors Plenipotentiary from the King of

Great Britain. After the conferences commenced,

Marefchal Saxe, notwithflanding the utmoft efforts

of the Allies, inverted the city of Maeftrichtjj but

the
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the preliminaries of peace being figned in the fpace

of a few weeks, hoftilities were fufpended, and the

city, which had been defended by the Governor,

Baron d'Alva, with fuch fldll and gallantry that

the befiegers had made little progrefs, was hap-

pily preferved.

We are now to refuine the narration of the do-

meftic and political tranfa&ions of Great Britain,

which has fuffered great interruption through this

long, but neceffary, detail of foreign military ope-

rations. After the refignation of Sir Robert Wal-

pole, Lord Carteret fucceeded to all the plenitude

of minifterial power, and he even feemed to enjoy

the favor and confidence of the Sovereign in a de-

gree fuperior to his predecefTor. The nation, how-

ever, heavily complained that the war with Spain

was become .a fecondary object, or, rather, was

wholly neglecled, while the affairs of the Continent

only engroffed the attention of the Court, and of

the Minifter, who had entirely forgotten his for-

mer eloquent declamations and invectives again ft

{landing armies, votes of credit, foreign fubiidies,

Continental connections ; and whole fpeeches now

breathed only glory, conqucfl, and defiance to

France.

A very courtly addrefs being moved in the Houfe

of Peers, December 1743, in reply to his Majefty's

fpeech from the throne, " recommending meafurcs

of vigor, and demanding fupplies to enable him to

H 4 enter
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enter into fuch engagements with other powers as

might be neceflary for the fupport of his allies, and

the refloration of the balance of Europe ;" the

Earl of Chefterfield rofe, and exprefled his hope

that by vigorous mcafures were not intended fuch

wild attempts and romantic expeditions as might

hazard the national honor and fafety, without the

poffibility of advantage ; that we were not called

upon to fquander millions, and (lain the fields of

the Continent with the blood of our countrymen,

without being fully informed concerning the end

and object of the war ; that we were not to ftand

alone againft the united power of the Houfe of

Bourbon, and facrifice our lives and fortunes for

thofe who will not endeavour to defend themfelves.

The true intereft of England, my Lords, faid this

Nobleman, is to be at peace with its neighbours
;

for peace is the parent of profperity ; and, when I

find the Governors of a nation inclined to war, I

am always ready to aik them, by what mode of

calculation they can compute the cods, or afcertain

the confequences ; and I think it my duty to warn

fhem againft fuch counfels as may precipitate their

country into an abyfs of poverty and ruin. When
I hear a propofal for declaring war, I figure to

myfelf a fufpenfion of commerce, a decay of wealth,

an increafe of taxes, a ftate of impatience, anxiety,

and difcontent. Should the war prove unfuccefsful,

the acrimony of revenge will fhongly incite us to

the



K. GEORGE II. 105

the continuance of it. If it be profperous, we mall

be eafily deluded into the imagination that the

empty glitter of military glory is preferable to the

plenty and tranquillity of peace ; and that we flou-

rifh as a nation when we adorn our public halls

with the ftandards and enfigns of Spain and France.

To thefe general maxims, however, the conduct of

the prefent Minifters, faid his Lordfliip, may per-

haps be cited as an exception ; for, though the

war with Spain is the only war defired by the peo-

ple, and the only war which it is their intereft to

profecute, they who have aiTumed the management

of our affairs appear neither fired by revenge, nor

irritated by difgrace, at the lofles and difappoint-

ments we have fuftained in the progrefs of it. This

war, fo important to cur commercial interefts,

only has been neglecled—this alone has been for-

gotten. We have been told of the danger which

may arife to the State from the boldnefs of political

difcuffion—" flagrante hello ;" but, my Lords, who

does not fee that the expreffion is inapplicable, and

that the noble Secretary mould have faid languenie

bello ? Spain, weak and defencelefs as flie is,

laughs at our armaments, and perceives no other

confequence from our declaration of war than a

greater licenfe of plunder, and a more eafy diffcri-

bution of prizes."

The Minifler, in a fpeech of great ability and

eloquence, attempted to defend the meafures of his

admi-
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adminiftration. " He called the attention of the

Houfe to the (late of affairs on the Continent a few

fummers paft, when the Empire was over-run by

the arms of France ; when the Queen of Hungary-

was attacked by Pruffia on the one fide, and Bava-

ria on the other ; when, to fecure her perfon from

captivity, fhe was compelled to abandon her capi-

tal, and her condition was confidered as hopelefs

and irretrievable. To the powerful affiftance of

Great Britain alone is it owing, faid he, that the

armies of France have been obliged, with difgrace-

ful precipitation, to evacuate the Empire ; that her

ally, the Emperor, is left, without fuccour, a help-

lefs fpeclator of the conqueft of his hereditary do-

minions ; and that Pruffia is converted from a dan-

gerous enemy into a firm friend and ally. Such

had been the fuccefs, and fuch the confequences, of

the meafures which he had recommended, and of

which he now with confidence demanded the ap-

probation and vigorous fupport of that illuftrious

AiTembly. Armies are only to be repelled by ar-

mies, and they who engage in war mult refolve to

fuftain the calamities infeparable from it. In the

prefent conjuncture, no meafures can be called wife

or prudent which are not vigorous. By vigor only

can the Houfe of Auflria be reftored, and by the

relloration of the Houfe of Auftria only can the

balance of power be preferved. That the war

iinft Spain had been either negligently or unfuc-

<x cefsfullv
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cefsfully profecuted the Minifter pofitively denied :

At this moment we blockaded both her fleets and her

armies. It was known to all Europe that the Spanifh

Generals in Italy were continually embarrailed and

impeded in all their enterprifes by the operations of

the Britifh fleet. And it is not, perhaps, eafy to con-

ceive a more deftructive method of carrying on

war than that of fhutting up an army in an enemy's

country, where it cannot be fuccoured, and from

which it cannot be recalled ; no profpect remaining

but that of perifhing by hardfliips and famine. But

Spain is not the adverfary againft which our force

ought chiefly to be directed : There is an enemy

nearer and more formidable—an enemy which,

equally in war and peace, endeavors our deftrucuon

>—an enemy fo infidious, that the utmoft friendfhip

which can fubfift between us is only an intermiflion

of hoflility—an enemy whofe perpetual object it is

in all her defigns and transactions, whether fhe ra-

tifies or violates treaties, whether fhe offers media-

tion or foments difcord, whether me courts or in-

fults her neighbours, to weaken and deprefs ail

other powers, and to exalt herfelf to univerfal do-

minion. The ambition and pride of France, infa-

tuated as that nation is with the glory of their mo-

narch and ^the defire of aggrandizing their empire,

are permanent and hereditary. If one King dies,

another fucceeds to the fame views ; and if a Mi-

nifter be removed, it is becaufe they hope the grand

defiga
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defign of enflaving the world will be more a&ively

carried on by another. Againfl fuch an enemy,

if it be neceffary to make war, it is furely neceffary

to profecute it with our utmoft force ; becaufe war

is a calamity to which a defirable and fecure termi-

nation can be put only by fuccefs, and fuccefs is

only to be obtained by vigor. It is yet, my Lords,

happily in our power to check them in their career,

and fix, it may be hoped, more lading barriers of

empire, which mall for ever deftroy that third of

boundlefs dominion which has given fo much dif-

turbance to mankind.'* Such were the glowing

colors with which this eloquent Statefman had the

art to varnifh over the rafhnefs and abfurdity of his

meafures ; and fuch the arguments by which the

Houfe was induced to give its fanclion to the pro-

pofed addrefs.

A motion being made in the Houfe of Commons
for the difcharge of the Hanoverian mercenaries,

IV] r. Pitt contended, with much warmth, " that there

exifted no neceffity of hiring auxiliary troops, fmce

it had never been fhewn that either juftice or policy

required us to engage in the quarrels of the Conti-

nent. The Minifter, he faid, affected to fpeak of

the balance of power, the Pragmatic Sanction, the

prefervation of the Queen of Hungary, as if Eng-

land only were concerned in re-eftablifhing the

Houfe of Auftria in its former grandeur, and that

the power of France were formidable to Great Bri-

tain
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tain alone. The King of England, no lefs in his

electoral than his regal capacity, had guaranteed the

Pragmatic Sanction, and the troops hired by Eng-

land were, no lefs than ourfelves, allies of the Queen

of Hungary. Suppofmg the affiftance granted to

the Queen of Hungary a matter of right and juftice,

due by folemn treaty, Hanover is equally bound

with us to obferve the terms of this treaty : Or, if

it be an act of mere generofity, why mould the Elec-

tor of Hanover difplay his generofity at the expenfe

of the people of England ? But the tranfactions of

every year exhibited proofs of this perfidious partia-

lity. Few of the Members of that Houfe, it might

be prefumed, had forgotten the ever-memorable

treaty, of which the tendency was difcovered in

the name—the treaty of Hanover ; by which wc

difunited ourfelves from Auftria, deftroyed that

building which we may now endeavor in vain to

raife again, and weakened the only power which it

was our intereft to flrengthen. He declared, in

animadverting on that paragraph of the King's

fpeech which called the attention of Parliament to

the late change of affairs in Europe, that we had

indeed felt a very remarkable change ; from one

extreme we had run to the utmoft verge of ano-

ther. Our former Minifter betrayed the intereft

of his country by his pufillanimity ; our prefent

Minifter facrified it by his Quixotifm. Inftead of

acceding to every treaty however difhcnorable, we

now
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now refufe to liflen to any, however reafonable.

In other refpects, the nation had experienced no

change, notwithftanding the change of a few indi-

viduals in the adminiftration ; for the fame prodi-

gal, corrupt, adulatory fpirit, {till pervaded all the

departments of government. He affirmed, that

we ought to have advifed the Queen of Hungary

to have accepted the terms of the King of Pruffia,

when he firft invaded Silefia : Nay, we ought to

have infilled on it, as the condition of our afMing

her againfl any of the other claimants. Had we

done this, the Court of Vienna mud have acceded

to it, and the Queen of Hungary would have re-

tained, in all human probability, firm poffeffion

of her other dominions ; and the Duke of Lorraine

would have been elevated to the Imperial throne.

Inflead of this, we encouraged the Court of Vienna

in its obftinacy, and gave the Queen of Hungary

reafon to believe that we would fupport her againft

all the world, though, when Hanover appeared to

be in danger, we immediately abandoned the inte-

refh of Auilria, and co-operated with France to

exalt the Eleclor of Bavaria to the dignity of Em-

peror. The accommodation between Aultria and

Pruffia, and the fubfequent fucceffes of the Queen

of Hungary, afforded us a fair opportunity of con-

cluding the war. Peace was propofed by the Km-

peror and France upon the moderate terms of uli

fojjidetis j but we were io far from advifing the.

Queen
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Oueen of Hungary to accept, that there is good

reafon to believe we advifed her not to accept, of

the terms offered. Nothing now would fatisfy us

but the conqueft of Alface and Lorraine, to ferve

as an equivalent for Silefia ; though a general jea-

loufy now prevailed of the ambitious defigns of

Auftria, which would effe&ually preclude any ef-

fort on the part of the Princes of Germany in the

profecution of that romantic fcheme. Deceived as

the Queen of Hungary had before been, Ihe trufted,

flrange as it may feem, a fecond time to our delu-

five promifes ; though I will venture to prophefy

that, whenever Hanover mail be a fecond time en-

dangered, fhe will find herfelf a fecond time de-

ceived. The temerity of our counfels was equalled

only by the timidity and feeblenefs of our opera-

tions : The whole campaign would have palled in

fupine inactivity, had not the French found an op-

portunity, through the mifconduct of our Generals,

to attack us in a fituation which expofed our whole

army, and the perfon of his Majefty, to the mod
imminent hazard of captivity or deftrucllon :

Thank God ! the courage of fome of the French

Generals fo far exceeded the limits of difcretion, as

to caufe them voluntarily to relinquifh the advan-

tage they poffeffed, and the whole French army,

after fuftcring a fevere repulfe, were compelled to

retire with precipitation over the Maine : But, in-

ftead of purfuing a flying enemy, we haftcned -our

own
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own retreat to Hanau, leaving our flam unburied

on the field, and our wounded to the mercy of the

enemy. This action may therefore, on our fide,'

be called a lucky cfcape ; but I mall never give my con-

fent to honor it with the name of a victory. "When

the French at length repaired the Rhine at the ap-

proach ofPrince Charles of Lorraine, was any thing

done by the allied army ? I know of nothing but

the exploit of fending a party of huflars into Lor-

raine with a manifeflo, though the Dutch auxilia-

ries had then joined our army. But had we been

ieconded by the whole power of Holland, inflead

of a fmall detachment of their forces, the vail

fchemes we have formed would have been equally

impracticable, and I mould only have lamented that

this wife republic had become infane through our

example. I could wifh erafed from the annals and

records of our hiftory all mention of the famous

treaty of Worms. By that deflructive and ridicu-

lous meafure we have taken upon ourfelves a burden

which it is impomble to fupport ; and we have in-

volved ourfelves in the guilt of fuch an act of injuf-

tice towards Genoa as mull alarm all Europe, and

give the French a fignal advantage. From thence

all Europe will fee what regard we have to equity

when we think we have power,- and have fhewn

how much it is the general intereft to prevent its

increafe. I hope, therefore, we fhall now fee the

neceffity of putting a flop to the farther profecution

of
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of thefe dangerous and ruinous projects. If we put

a negative upon this queftion, it may awaken Mi-

nifters out of their delufive dream ; if we agree to

it, they will dream on until they have dreamed

Europe and their country, as well as themfelveSj

into perdition *."

The fame queflion which had been agitated with

equal or greater warmth in the Houfe of Peers, was,

in the courfe of the Serlion, renewed with a flight

variation in point of form* And the Lords in op-

pofition indulged themfelves in vehement, although

hiitoric impartiality muft pronounce them for the

mod part captious and groundlefs, invectives againfl

the conducl of thefe mercenaries, and the grofs par-

tiality pretended to be Ihewn them on all occafions*

They were declared to be a burden on the nation,

equally hateful and ignominious, and more the

* The characters of the two Miniflers, Walpole and Carteret,

were contrafted by a political writer of this period with extraor-

dinary felicity, in the following paffage from Cicero, originally

applied to Csefar and Antony with his aiTociates :

" An vos eftis, ulla re cum eo comparandi ? Fuitin illo inge-

nium, ratio, memoria, liters, cura, cogitatio, diligentia. Mul-

tos annos regnare meditatus, magno labore quod cogitarat,

effecerat : Muneribus, monumentis, congiariis, multitudinem

imperitam dtlenierat, fuos praemiis, adverfarios dementis fpecie

devinxerat—quid multa ? attulerat jam libera? civitati partim

metu, partim patientia, confuetudinem ferviendi. Cum ilLoego

tos dominandi cupidine comparare pofiurv>, ccetciis vero rebus

nullo modo eftis comparandi."

Vol. I. I objeSs
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objects of political deteftation than the enemies

againft: whom they were employed ; and the whole

fyftem of Continental and Hanoverian politics be-

came again the theme of the fevereft animadver-

fion. The Earl of Halifax, a young Nobleman

diftinguimed by his political and perfonal accom-

plilhments, exprefled, in warm and eloquent lan-

guage, " his indignation that England mould be

condemned to wafte the treafure and the lives of its

inhabitants in quarrels which either did not at all

regard its interefts, or regarded them only remotely

and confequendally. He declared himfelf unable

to difcover for what reafon we, who were not prin-

cipals in the war, and have no feparate intereft to

promote, mould hire mercenaries to carry it on,

at an immenfe and intolerable expenfe. We are

now contending, faid this Nobleman, not for our

rights and privileges—not for our perfons, our

liberty, or our property. We are attempting by

force of arms to fix what the courfe of events is ever

tending to unfix—the balance of Europe. The

balance of Europe has a powerful and hifcinating

found, which has been frequently employed to

fubjecl: this nation to the oppreflive exactions of

foreign powers. When the people complain of

the load of taxes, and the perpetual increafe of

burdens, of which they were never able to perceive

any effect, or derive any advantage, they are Hilled

with the neceflity of fupporting the balance of

Europe.
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Europe. When they cry aloud for iufticc againft

their domeftic oppreilors—when they demand that

the deceivers and flatterers of the Prince mould be

brought to punifhment—and the proper interefts

of the nation alone diligently and faithfully purfued,

they are cenfured and iligmatized as wretches ig-

norant of the true principles of policy, and who

have no regard to the balance of Europe. The

folly and guilt of this conduct were not unknown

during the laft adminiftration to the noble Lord

who now afTumed the direction of foreign affairs,

and was reprobated by him with generous warmth

and all the appearance of honed deteftation. But

we have often feen that opinions are variable with

other human things. The fyflem of the noble

Lord is now entirely changed, and, to ufe the lan-

guage of the medical charlatan, the heart is re-

moved to the other fide."

Lord Carteret, with his accuflomed energy of

language and plaufibility of argument, entered

into an elaborate defence of his minifterial conduct.

He declared, " that a proportion to withdraw all

our forces from the Continent, and, initead of

courting danger in foreign countries, to fleep in

fecurity till we are awakened by an alarm upon

our own coafts, would be far lefs unreafonable

than the motion actually before the Houfe ; for,

doubtlefs, it is better to enjoy peace, however pre-

carious, than to carry on a war with certainty of

I i defeat,
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defeat, and to rum into the field of battle only to

be overborne by the number of our enemies. Is it

ferioufly meant that we are to neglect all the rules

of war and all the maxims of policy, and to fet our

enemies at defiance, expecting affiftance from caufes

invifible or preternatural ? The Lords who fupport

the motion mufl know, that a compliance with

it would be virtually to yield up all for which Wil-

liam and Marlborough fought—ail which can

fecure our own independence or the liberties of the

Continent. The topics enlarged upon by the noble

Lords, of numerous armies and burdenfome ex-

penfes, are fuch as will always raife a declaimer

high in the efteem of the people, whofe fuffer-

ings he appears to companionate, and whofe caufe

he profefles to defend ; and meafures, however

necelfary and however juft, mujl be unpopular

for a time, of which the expcnfe is immedi-

ate and the advantage diftant. It is the opinion

of fome, that, from the nature of our fituation,

we may bid defiance to the reft of mankind, and,

from our rocks and floating caftles, look with un-

concern and tranquillity upon all the commotions

of the European kingdoms ; but if any one mo-

narchy has, by any means, arifen to fuch an height

of grandeur as to make it juftly formidable to the

reft of Europe, threatening the eventual fubverfion

of all the kingdoms on the Continent, furely Great

Britain has mote cogent reafons than any other

nation
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nation to endeavor the fuppreffion of fuch a power,

becaufe of all nations fhe has mod to lofe ; and,

being fartheft exalted above flavery, muft feel pro-

portionate pain from political depreflion. But this

purpofe can be effe&ed only by fupporting on the

Continent fome power capable of oppofing the am-

bitious projects of France ; and it is univerfally ad-

mitted, that the Houfe of Auftria alone can be

deemed of weight to be placed in the balance

againft the Houfe of Bourbon. If the Houfe of

Auftria is to be fupported, we muft fubmit to the

expenfe neceffary for its fupport. Nothing, there-

fore, can be more improper than this motion, un-

lefs it were intended that the caufe of general liberty

mould be inftantly and totally abandoned, and that

we fhould fubmiffively confign to France the fate

of ourfelves and our pofterity. By the diflemina-

tions of falfehood and malignity the nation has

been irritated, and difcontent has, indeed, too

generally prevailed : But, by the fame arts, the

fame odium might and would have attended any

other fcheme ; and the prefent clamor will, in a

ihort time, give way to the force of reafon and

truth. Upon a former occafion, in which the

neutrality of Hanover was the fubjecl: of difcuffion,

I obferved that, if England were to be fteered by

that Electorate, it were neceffary that the rudder

fhould be feparated from the fhip. This was then

my opinion ; for then, my Lords, England was

I 3 fubfer-
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fubfervient to Hanover : But Hanover is now fub-

fervient to England, and regulated by our mea-

fures ; for who can doubt but a neutrality might

have been eafily obtained for that Electorate ? but

his Majefty fcorned to exempt himfelf from hazard,

by countenancing the claims of ambition, and

would not forbear to affift his ally only becaufe her

diflrefs was urgent, and her danger imminent. It

is evident, upon the whole, then, my Lords, that

.

the war has been conducted with wifdom and fuc-

cefs—that the troops of Hanover were not retained

but by the counfel and authority of the legiflature

— that they have been eminently ufeful in contri-

buting to the expulfion of the armies of France

—

that, though objections more worthy of notice

could be produced, thofe troops cannot, at this

juncture, be difmified, becaufe other troops cannot

be obtained fo foon as the exigencies of the war

require."

The queftion was at length put, and the motion

rejected by a majority of eighty-fix Peers againfl

forty-fix: But a very ftrong proteft was figned by

the minority, and the meafurc was rnanifeftly car-

ried in both Houfes by the influence of the Court,

againfl: the unanimous voice of the nation, which

loudly exclaimed againfl the interefled ambition

and political apoflacy of the Miriifter, who had

now involved himfelf and his country too deeply

in
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in the quarrels of the Continent to be able to re-

cede either with honor or with fafety.

In the courfe of this important and interefling

Seffion, the Houfe of Commons, apprifed of the

recent machinations of the Court of St. Germains,

fent up to the Lords a bill, making it high treafon

to correfpond with the fons of the Pretender. On
the commitment of this bill, the Lord Chancellor

Hardwick moved, that the committee be initrucl:-

ed to receive a claufe for continuing the penalties

and forfeitures legally incurred by the defcendants

of traitors, to the death of the fons of the Pretend-

er, and which, by the operation of an acl: parTed

in the reign of Queen Anne, expired with the Pre-

tender himfelf. On which the Duke of Bedford

arofe, and, in a very able manner, dated his rea-

sons for refufmg his aflent to the motion. " His

Grace declared his zeal for the fecurity of the Con-

ftitution, and of the fettlement of the Crown in

the prefent family, to be in no degree inferior to

that of any of their Lordfhips : And he exprefled

his conviction that a Prince forced upon us by the

armies and fleets of France would be only the

viceroy of the monarch to whom he owes his exalt-

ation. Neverthelefs, faid this Nobleman, your

Lordfhips will not be furprifed that I am alarmed

at the profpect of a law like this. I, whofe family

has fuftered fo lately the deprivation of its rank and

fortune by the tyranny of a court—whofe grand-

I 4 father
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father was cut off by an unjuft profecution—and

whofe father was condemned for many years to fee

himfelf diverted of the rights of his birth, which

were at length reftored to him by more equitable

judges ;—it is furely reafonable, my Lords, that I

mould oppofe the extenfion of penalties to the de-

fcendents of offenders,who have fcarcemyfelfefcaped

the blaft of an attainder*. Whatever may be the ma-

lice of our enemies, the ill fuccefs of pad attempts

is a convincing proof that government can have no

juft caufe of fear ; that recourfe, therefore, need

not be had to new degrees of feverity, or the enact-

ing penal laws of an extraordinary kind, to pre-

vent that which experience has fhewn impoflible to

be accomplifhed. On the prefent occafion, my
Lords, the people have demonflrated their loyalty

* In the illuftriouB roll of martyrs to the caufe of liberty, no

name ftands more confpicuoufly diftinguifhed, or is written in

fairer characters, than that of Lord Russel, whofe patriotism

appears unfullied with any bafe alloy of perfonal refentment or

intereft. In reply to thofe fophifb'cal reafons by which Burnet,

afterwards Bifhop of Sarum, attempted to draw from tins No-

bleman an ingloriousUcknowlegement of culpability in meditat-

ing refiftance to tyranny, he made this excellent and memorable

declaration—" That he could form no conception of a limited

monarchy which had no tight to defend its own limitations.

"

So long as fenfibility and gratitude are numbered amongll the

afFeftions of the human heart, fo long mall we honor with a fu-

preme reverence thofe who have dared to die for their country
;

rmd, with an almoft fuperftitious devotion,

" Kifs with joy the facred earth

That gave a Hampden or a Russel birth.''

by
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by innumerable addreffes from all parts, drawn up

in terms expreffive of the firmed fidelity and the

warmeft affection—profefTions which furely deferve

far other return than the feverity of a penal law,

by which one perfon is condemned to fuffer for the

crime of another. If it be neceflary, my Lords,

that fubjects mould obey their governors, it is no

lefs neceffary that governors fhould not harafs their

fubjects by caufelefs fufpicion ; for this will cer-

tainly tend to weaken their affections—it may in-

cite them to violate their duties. The multiplicity

of penal laws, the eflablifhment of armies, the dis-

tribution of penfions, are tranfitory and uncertain

fupports of government, which the firft blalT of

difcontent may drive before it, and which have a

tendency to produce that rage which they cannot

furnifh the means of refitting. Ten thoufand penal

laws cannot fo much contribute to the eflablifhment

of the prefent royal family as one act of confidence,

condefceniion, or bounty, by which the affections

of the people may be conciliated. We are not,

my Lords, to appeafe the fufpicions of the throne

by facrificing the fafety or happinefs of the people:

We are, indeed, to fupport our Sovereign, but

not by fuch means as to deftroy the ends for which

Sovereignty was eftablifhed—the public welfare and

common fecurity. How, then, can we affent to a

meaiure which may involve thoufands in unde-

served mifery, by punifhing them for crimes which

i they



122 K. GEORGE II.

they did not commit, and which it was not in their

power to prevent— and inflicting penalties in order

to enrich by forfeitures the minions of a court ?

But exclufive of thefe confiderations, and to advert

to an objection of a different nature, what evidence

exifts by which it can be afcertained that there

never will come a time, in which a fuperftitious,

ambitious, or tyrannical Prince may once more

attempt the fubverfion of the rights and liberties

of the kingdom ? If, then, a time fo fatal mail

ever arrive, and another revolution be necefiary,

how muft a law like this damp the ardor of that

patriotifm by which all revolutions have been ac-

compliihed? Who will be found hardy enough to

opoofe the Crown, when not only himfelf but his

whole pofteritv are involved in the danger and ruin

of a failure ? We are to reflect, that the King may

not only be in danger from his people, but that

the people may be in danger from their King ; and

as, on the one hand, no privilege fhould be con-

ferred tending to the encouragement of popular fe-

diiion ; on the other, no prerogative ought to be

endured which may incite to acts of royal oppref-

fion. The dependence of the monarch and the

fubject ought to be on reciprocal affection and mu-

tual afftftance ; and, if I am dcfirous of fecuring

the throne, it is not by difarming the people, but

by placing them as guards before if." 'J he claufe

in queition was alfo vigoroufly and eloquently op-

pofeJ
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pofed by the Lords Talbot, Chefterfield, and others

—and defended by the Lords Carteret and Hard-

wick, and Seeker, Bifhop of Oxford, though a

meafure flagrantly incompatible with the mild and

benevolent fpirit of Chriftianity. The queflion

being put, it paiTed in the affirmative ; but it was

accompanied with a (Irong and animated proteft.

The bill, when returned to the Commons with

this new and unexpected claufe, occafioned great

difTatisfa&ion and oppofition. Mr. Fazakerley, the

original mover of the bill, exprefTed, in warm and

indignant language, his deteftation of the claufe

added by the Lords. " Forfeitures and confifca-

tions, he faid, he had always regarded as unjufl,

cruel, and of dangerous confequence to the liber-

ties of a free people. As to the authority of Gro-

tius and Puffendorf—which had been adduced in

the courfe of an elaborate fpeech in defence of the

amendment by the Attorney General, Sir Dudley

Ryder—he faid, they wrote in countries where for-

feitures for treafon had been eftablifhed for ages,

at a period far lefs enlightened than the prefent,

when it would have been not only unufual but dan-

gerous abfolutely and explicitly to have condemned

them, and an indirect difapprobation is eahly difcerni-

ble. At any rate, we are not blindly to refign our

judgments either to the learned Grotius, or the

learned Puffendorf. Still Lefs fatisfaclory was the

appeal made to the divine than to human authority

in
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in vindication of this law. It is certain that we

find no fuch punifhment inflicted by the law of

Mofes : And if David feized, as the learned Gen-

tleman has affirmed to the Houfe, upon the eftate

of Saul, this was certainly the commijfion, and not

the penalty, of treafon. As to the cafe of Mephi-

bofheth, he was not fo much as accufed of treafon,

but of ingratitude ; and the punifhment inflicted

upon him v/as the mere act of arbitrary power.

But admitting that the Kings of the Jews acted

upon the principle of this iniquitous law, their ex-

ample can be no authority ; for Samuel had before

warned the Jews of the oppreflions they were to

expect: from Kings : He had told them that the

King would take their fields, their vineyards, and

their olive-trees, and give the befr. of them to his

fervants. The charge of treafon was no doubt

made ufe of to furnifh a pretext for thefe enormous

injuries ; and the experience of our own govern-

ment may convince us what tyranny might be ex-

ercifed under a veil fo fpecious. It will be alleged,

perhaps, that this law, however inconfiftent with

humanity and juftice, is neceflfary to the preferva-

tion of the government : But is this the fact in the

eaftern countries, where punimments flill more

horrid and barbarous are inflicted in cafes of this

nature? Thefe unjuft and odious penalties only

ferve to lull a government into a fatal fecurity, and

to embolden arbitrary Miniflers to tyrannize over

the
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the people, till, inflamed by repeated acts of op-

preffion, the train is fet fire to, and the Minifters,

with their mailer, are blown up by the combusti-

bles which they had fo affiduoufly prepared for the

deftruction of others." The Houfe, however,

agreed to the amendment, by a majority of eighty

voices ; and a new proof was exhibited to the world

of how little eftimation, in the view of Princes, are

all confiderations of moral and political juftice,

when deemed incompatible with their intereft or

fecurity.

This year, 1743, the Swedes terminated an un-

fuccefsful war with Ruffia, by a peace figned at

Abo, by which they were totally detached from

their political connection with France. This event,

fo intimately affecting the general ftate of politics

in Europe, requires a diftinct elucidation. At the

death of the laft Monarch of Sweden, the cele-

brated Charles XII. (A. D. 1718), who had go-

verned with a fway the mod arbitrary and impe-

rious, and whofe ram and romantic enterprifes had

reduced his country to the verge of ruin, Sweden

found itfelf in a fituation the mod favorable for

finally abolifhing defpotifm, and eflabliftiing a free

and equal government on a folid and permanent

bafis. A Diet being immediately convoked, the

throne cf Sweden was declared vacant— Charles

having died without iffue, and the claim of his

fillers to the fucceffion being barred, conformably

to
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to a fundamental law of the kingdom, by their

previous marriage. The States, therefore, deter-

mined to make an offer of the crown to Ulrica Ele-

anora, confort of Frederic, hereditary Prince of

Hefle Caffel, fubfequently affociated in the govern-

ment, to the exclufion of the Duke of Holflein,

fon of the elder fitter, on the exprefs condition that

this Princefs mould declare her readinefs to hold

the crown in virtue of a free election; and mould

take an oath to adhere to the new formula or

model of government, now, by the authority

of the nation, folemnly inftituted—" the Coun-

fellors and States of the kingdom aifembled, hav-

ing, as they exprefs themfelves, experienced the

fad confequences of that arbitrary power which

has fo much weakened and injured the kingdom,

to the almoit irreparable ruin of us all, have feri-

oufly and unanimoufly refolved to abolifh entirely

a power which has proved fo prejudicial." It is

to be remarked, that the Diet, or States General of

the kingdom of Sweden, confifts of four diftinft

chambers or houfes—the Nobles, the Clergy, the

Burghers, the Peafants. Thefe, agreably to the

conftitution now ellablimed, were to be convoked

every three years, or more frequently, if occafion

required. And mould the King, or Senate in his

abfence, neglecl to aflemble them at the expiration

of this term, or even mould they not convoke them

on the very clay the States had, the lait time they

were
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were affembled, chofen to appoint for their next

meeting, thefe mould then have a right to affemble

of themfelves. And whatever the King or Senate

mould have done in the mean time, was to be con-

sidered as void. The time Specified for the Ihorteft

legal duration of the Diet was three months ; but

the power of diffolution was veiled in themfelves

alone. While the States were aflembled, they were

in facl poflelfed of the whole fupreme power ; the

authority of the King and Senate was then fuf-

pended—they became mere cyphers, having little

or no fhare in the public tranfactions but what con-

filled fimply in affixing their feals and fig-natures

to whatever the Diet fhould think proper to refolve.

The legiflative power the States referved at all times

wholly to themfelves, the King and the Senate not

even porTeiling a negative on thofe refolutions which

directly attacked the regal and fenatorial rights.

" For the prefervation of thefe, it is remarked with

jufl derifion*, they were to depend on the mode-

ration of a popular assembly." The fol-

lowing powers were likev.ife veiled in the States

alone : Thofe of declaring war or making peace

—

that of altering the flandard of the coin—whenever

a vacancy happened in the Senate, that of prefent-

ing to the King three perfons, one of whom his

Majefty was bound to make choice of to fill the va-

* Vide Hiftory of the Swedifli Revolution, A. D. 1772, by

Charles F. Sheridan, Efq.

cant
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cant office—laftly, that of difmiffing any member

of the Senate whofe conduct they difapproved.

During the feflion of the Diet, a (landing fecret

committee was chofen, fele&ed from the three or-

ders of Nobles, Clergy, and Burghers, of which

one half were Nobles—the order of peafants being

too mean and infignificant to be aflbciated in this

com million—by which the ordinary functions of

the Senate were almofi entirely fuperfeded, and

the executive powers of the government exclu-

fively exercifed. With regard to the judicial

power, the States aiTumed to themfelves a right of

exercifmg that alfo, whenever they thought pro-

per, by taking at pleafure caufes out of the high

courts of juflice eftablifhed by law, to try them

before a temporary tribunal erected by themfelves,

and compofed of their own members. Nothing,

therefore, could be more formidable than the

power of this adembly, or more fubverfive of

liberty ; as, in reality, it united within itfelf the

legiflative, judicial, and executive powers—and as

the province and jurifdiction of the occafional tri-

bunal comprehended all cafes of treafon, fedition,

and public libel, it was evidently, at the fame time,

both judge and party. Even during the intervals

of the Diets, the King was little more than a cy-

pher of (late, and was diftinguifhed from the other

Senators, confiding of fourteen in number, only by

the privilege of a double voice in the firft inftance,

and
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and of a calling vote in cafe of an equality of voices,

The Senate were empowered to aflemble themfelves

whenever they thought proper, and to tranfacl the

national bufinefs whether the King were prefent or

not ; and to their refolutions his Majefly was

obliged to affix his fignature. The great employ-

ments of the State were conferred by a majority of

voices in the Senate; and, to others of inferior

importance, three perfons were nominated by the

Senate, one of whom the King was obliged to ap*

point. Thus the outward pomp and decorations

of Majefly were almofl all that remained of a pre*

rogative lately fo formidable : But a more recenl

experience foon taught the Swedes that political op*

preffion might exift under a variety of forms, and

that the liberty of the people was not neceffarily in?

creafed in proportion as thepower of theMonarchwas

diminifhed; andthefcenes of corruption, diflra&ion,

and anarchy, which enfued, were the mo ft decifive

proofs of the numerous and radical defects of the

new formula of government. When compared

with the Britifh conftitution, the prodigious fupe*

riority of the latter is manifeft in almofl every point

of view in which they can be placed— their

whole flrutture, genius, and fpirit, forming a moft

instructive and flriking contrail. In England, the

Crown is vefted by the conftitution with the whole

active power of government, fubject to the autho?

ritative infpeetion and control of Parliament; and
' Vol. II. K \%
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it is alfo poflefled, by means of its extenfive pa-

tronage, of that degree of influence over the legis-

lative body which mud not only preclude the idea

of foreign intrigue and interference, but of that fpe-

cies of oppofition which arifes from the natural and

inceflant defire of aggrandizement ; the interefts of

the individual members being oppofed to the aggre-

gate intereft of the body—the negative of the King

and the power of diffolution coming likewife in aid

of that prerogative which is at once fo open to the

attack, and fo unequal to the encounter. On the

other hand, the conflitutional powers of Parlia-

ment, and its component principles, are fuch as

eminently to qualify it for its province of legillation

and control. The Houfe of Commons is inverted

with the fole difpofal of the national revenue,

which, of itfelf, gives it a decided preponderance

over the other, and, with refpect to rank, the

higher branch of the legislature. The Commons

of England are not, like the Commons of Sweden,

divided into diflincl chambers, by which their

collective force is fenfibly enfeebled. The Eng-

lifh Houfe of Commons likewife contains a much

greater combination of interefts than, in confe-

rence of the abfurd reftraints on the freedom of

election, can take place in Sweden ; where the

burghers and peafants mud be actually of the feve-

ral clalfes of the community which they reprefent.

Alfo, in Sweden all the privileges of the Nobility,

that
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that of fitting in the Diet excepted, extending to all

the defcendants of Nobles, a vaft proportion of the

landed property of the kingdom, and almoft all the

military and civil offices, are confined to that pri-

vileged clafs ; the ariftocratic branch of the legifla-

ture, fupported by this immenfe chain of connec-

tions and dependencies, riling far above all com-

petition : Whereas, in England, the defcendants of

the Nobility, the heirs of the title only excepted,

are immediately blended with the general mafs of

the community, and their political interefts (land

confequently in unavoidable and direct oppofition

to thole of their nearelt relatives, as compofing a

diftinct and privileged order. Thus the Nobles of

England are placed in that precife rank which pro-

perly belongs to the molt illuflrious order of citi-

zens in a free and well-governed community. In-

verted with the highelt dignity, though not the

highefl: power, of the State, they compofe an he-

reditary Senate, peculiarly qualified, from that difli-

milarity of views and interefts by which, as a dif-

tinct branch of the legiflature, they mult be ne-

ceffarily actuated, for the province of revifion, and

refiftance to ambitious or infidious innovation—
(landing as a perpetual barrier againft all attempts

to encroach upon the constitutional prerogative of

the Crown, upon which they depend as the firme ft

bafts of their own authority. For the weight of the

democracy in the Englifh conltitution is fuch, as.

K 2 to
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to preclude the ariflocracy from the fainteft hope

of fuccefs in any conteft for pre-eminence which

might fucceed the eventual reduction or annihila-

tion of the regal power. It cannot certainly be

pretended, that the progreflive improvement of

former ages, or even the important and beneficial

changes which took place at the Revolution, were

the refuk of any comprehenfive abftract fpecula-

tion ; they were fuch as the emergency of the occa-

fion rendered obvious and necefiary ; and we fpeak

of the wiidom of the conftitution, not with a refer-

ence to the fpeculative fagacity of individuals, but

to the practical advantages and firm contexture of

a form of government finifhed, undoubtedly, more

through happinefs than pains. It is true, indeed,

that, through the grofs inequality of the prefent

fyftem of reprefentation, deltined doubtlefs, if

Liberty furvive, to undergo a radical reform,

a degree of influence is exerted by the executive

power over the legiflative, inconfiftent with the true

fpirit of the conititution, and productive of the

mod injurious effects. Under fuch a government

as that eftablifhed in Sweden, it can excite no afto-

nifhment that the intrigues of foreign courts mould

very powerfully and fenfibly operate. In fact, from

the a;ra of that eftablifhmefvt, all the apparently

weak and capricious tranfaCtions of this kingdom

were guided folely by the predominance ol the dif-

ferent political factions, the violent and malignant

to conflicts
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confli&s of which were excited and perpetuated by

the mofl fhamelefs corruption, univerfally prac~tifed,

and almoft openly avowed. The whole power of the

State virtually refling in the hands of the Nobles,

no advance was made, or defign entertained, to ex-

tend to the nationat large the bleffings of civil liberty.

And the people feeling themfelves in no degree

relieved from the oppreffion of the ancient govern*

ment, notwithstanding the fyftem of political liberty

recently eitablifhed—of the excellence of which they

heard indeed much, but comprehended little—were

loud in their complaints of the mifconduct and ty-

ranny of their rulers. The fixed policy of the lead-

ing men originally concerned in framing the new

form of government *, who were perfons of virtue

and probity, and, in all probability, far from being

fenfible of its imperfections, was, to renounce all

ambition of foreign conquefts, and afliduoufly to

cultivate the friendfhip of RuiTia, the fuperiority

of whofe power they had fo fatally experienced.

And the influence of RuiTia continued, with little

interruption, to predominate in their councils till

the meeting of the Diet in 1738, when, through

the profufion of French gold previously distributed

amongft its members, a great majority appeared

determined to abandon the alliance of Ruflia, and

* Count Home is faid to have been the perfon principally

concerned in the ertablifhment of this conftitution—a Nobleman

©f unqeftioriable abilities and integrity.

K 3 to
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to enter into a ftricl: connection with the Court of

Verfailles ; which flattered them with the chimed*

cal hope of recovering, by a rupture with the Court

of St. Peterfbufg, their long-loft provinces. And,

at the inflance of the French Minifter, war was

actually declared by Sweden againft Ruffia, with-

out any juft reafons, or even plaufible pretences

;

the real motive on the part of France being, as the

Queen of Flungary obferved in her manifeflo, to

prevent the Czarina from interpofing in the affairs

of the Empire* This unjuft and impolitic war was

undertaken by Sweden at a time when the armies

of Ruflia were returning triumphant from the

Turkifh campaigns ; and the fuccefs was fuch as

might be reafonably expected. The Swedifh army

in Finland was deftroyed, and the whole of that

country loft. The Generals Lewenhaupt and Bud-

denbroek were facrificed to the fury of a faction.

The government of Sweden, alarmed at the rapid

progrefs of the Ruffians, were compelled to folicit

a peace, which was granted upon very moderate

terms, Ruffia reftoring the whole of her conquefts,

a finall diftrict to the eafhvard of the Kymen only

excepted. And, in return, the Swedes renewed

their alliance with Ruffia, and agreed to appoint

Adolphus Frederic, Bifhop of Lubec, a Prince

of the Houfe of HoUlein, nearly related to the

Emprefs Elizabeth, fucceffor to the prefent King

;

the young Duke of Holftein, grandlbn of the elder

filter
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fitter of Ulrica, being deftined to the fucceflion of

Ruffia, as nephew to the Emprefs, on his previous

and formal renunciation of all claim to the Crown

of Sweden. In allufion to this tranfaction, as like-

wife to the late difpohtion of the Crown of Poland,

the Imperial AmbafTador at Peterfburg obferved to

the Emprefs, " that he wifhed his Court had found

it as eafy to keep poffeflion of kingdoms as it was

to Ruffia to give them away."

Though France had thus, by the perfidy of her

own policy, loft one ufeful ally, (he made vigorous

efforts to indemnify herfelf by the acquifition of

another—the contiguous kingdom of Denmark.

From the memorable asra in which the Danes made

a voluntary furrender of their ancient liberties to

the Monarch, the Kings of Denmark had been pof-

fefled of authority not inferior to that of any Sove-

reigns in Chriftendom ; and the want of ability,

rather than of inclination, had fmce prevented

them from making a more confpicuous figure in the

general hiftory of Europe ; as they never appeared

reluctant or fcrupulous in embracing any favorable

opportunity of aggrandizement. Chiiitiern V. who

acceded to the throne A. 1). 1670, waged unfuc-

cefsful war with the Swedes, in the vain hope of

recovering the beautiful provinces of Halland,

Schonen, and Bleking, loft by his father Frede-

ric 111. and ceded to Sweden bv the treaty of Ro-

fchild, 1658. Chriftiern dying in.1699, was fuc-

K 4 ceeded
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ceeded by his fon Frederic IV. who joined the Con-

federacy againft Charles XIL was befieged by that

Monarch in his capital, and compelled to fubmit to

the terms dictated by Sweden, under the mediation

of England and Holland, at the treaty of Traven-

dahl. After the decline of that Monarch's for-

tunes* Frederic renewed the war^ and feized upon

the Dutchies of Bremen, Verden, and Slefwic, the

latter of which was guaranteed to Denmark by

King George L in return for the ceffion of the two

former to Hanover. This Monarch dying A. D.

1730, was fucceeded by Chriftiern VI. a fagacious

and pacific Prince, who afpired, neverthelefs, when

the fucceffion to the throne of Sweden was vacant*

to revive the ancient and celebrated union of Cal-

mat ; and to combine by an indifloluble federa-

tion* the three Scandinavian kingdoms into one

empire, under one head, in the perfon of his fon.

Flattered with the aid and affiftance of France in

the accomplifhment of this great object of his am-

bition, he relinquimed, at this period, the alliance,

and refufed the fubfidies, of Great Britain, in order

to cortnect himfelf with that rival power. But

notwithflanding that the idea of this union was

very popular in Sweden, and was fupportcd by a

very flrong party in the Diet, the oppofing politics

of RulTia proved finally fuccefsful ; and the King

of Denmark had the good fenfe to denft from the

farther profecution of a projeel which it was be-

come too hazardous to attempt to enforce
3
although

great
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great military preparations had been made for that

purpofe. But the Czarina declared, that, if the

Swedes were attacked, fhe would afliil them with

the whole force of her empire. The good under*

{landing between Denmark and Great Britain was,

immediately on the relinquifhment of this vifionary

fcheme> reftored and cemented by the marriage of

Frederic, Prince Royal of Denmark, with Louifa,

youngeft daughter of his Britannic Majefty, which

took place towards the conclufion of the pre-

fent year. The King of Denmark furvived this al-

liance, which was productive of general fatisfaction

to the inhabitants of both kingdoms, little more than

two years. The Princefs Mary, third daughter to the

King of England, had, at a period fomewhat ante-

rior to the events now related, been married to Fre*

deric, Prince of HefTe Caffel, nephew to the King

of Sweden, and prefurnptive heir to the Landgra-

viate.

At this time, Admiral Matthews commanded

with high reputation the Britifh naval force in the

Mediterranean. The Corficans having revoked

from the dominion of Genoa, and elected a German

adventurer as their Sovereign, by the name of

King Theodore, were fupported and encouraged

by this Commander, in revenge for the partiality

fhewn by the Genoefe to the French and Spaniih

arms in Italy ; though thefe brave iflanders were,

in the fequel, forgotten and abandoned to their

fate, Stores having been landed at Civita Vecchia

for
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for the life of the Spanifh army under the Count de

Gages, the Britifh Admiral declared it to be a vio-

lation of the neutrality profeffed by his Holinefs

the Pope, and threatened a bombardment of that

city ; but defifted in confequence of the interpofi-

tion of his Sardinian Majesty. The commerce of

France and Spain was interrupted, many prizes

made, their coafls kept in continual alarm, and

the combined fquadrons of the two powers were

blocked up for feveral fucceflive months in the har-

bor of Toulon. On the ninth of February 1744,

they were at lad perceived (landing out of the

road, to the number of four and thirty fail of the

line. The Britifh Admiral immediately weighed,

and an engagement enfued, which, notwithstand-

ing the great fuperiority of the Britifh fleet, proved

extremely indecifive ; and which was afterwards

the lubject of much and vehement debate and dif-

cuflion. It is admitted that Matthews behaved

with heroic gallantry ; but he was very ill feconded

by fome of his officers, particularly by Admiral

Leflock, who, with his whole divifion, remained

at a great diftance aflern. It is not pretended that

this officer was really deficient in courage, but he

had long been upon very ill terms with his Com-

mander, whom he affected to defpife, and whole

fignals on the day of battle he affirmed to be unin-

telligible and inconfiflent—-flickering himfeU be-

hind thofe rigid rules of difcipline, againft which,

in the Crifis of danger, it is often the highefl merit

glorioufly
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glorioufly to offend. Admiral Matthews, on his

arrival at Minorca, fufpended Leftock for difobe-

dience, and fent him as a prifoner to England,

where he, in return, accufed, and recriminated

upon his fuperior. Thefe proceedings became the

fubject of parliamentary inveftigation ; and a court-

martial was appointed to try the delinquents. It

appears that the object of De Court, the French

Commander, whofe mips greatly outfailed thofe of

the Bririfh fquadron, being to avoid an engage-

ment, the Englifh Commander was compelled to

commence the attack before the line was completely

formed : And he directed his principal effort againrt

the Spanifh divifion, which failing in the rear of

the French, and at fome diftance, he endeavored

to cut oft"—being himfelf, in the Namur, clofely

engaged with the Spanifh Admiral Don Navarro,

in the Royal Philip, an immenfe fhip of one hun-

dred and fourteen guns. Admiral Leftock was, at

this time, five miles aftern, fuffering, by an obfli-

nate adherence to the fignal for the line of battle,

then flying at the fame time with the fignal for a

clofe engagement, the rearrnoft fhips of the Spanifh

fquadron to pafs him : On which Admiral Matthews,

though bravely feconded by Captain Cornewal!, in

the Marlborough, who glorioufly fell in the action,

and other fhips of his own divifion, was obliged to

relinquifn his prey at a moment when he flattered

himfelf that fhe could not have efcaped him, being,

2 as
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as he affirms in his public letter, " within mufket

fhot of the Royal Philip, then lying a mere wreck,

when the fternmoft mips of the enemy came up

and tore him to pieces." In the refult, Admiral

Leftock, to the general furprife and indignation,

was honorably acquitted, and Admiral Matthews

declared incapable of ferving for the future in his

Majefty's navy. The King himfelf, who was per-

sonally brave, and a lover of the brave, is faid to

have exprefled, in warm terms, his difapprobation

of this decifion. And, when an elaborate techni-

cal vindication of the fentence of the court-martial

was offered, he indignantly replied, " that he knew

but little of naval phrafeology ; but this, faid his

Majefty, I know, that Matthews did fight, and that

Leilock did not."

In July, Sir John Balchen, an officer of great

merit, failed from Spithead with a flrong fquadron,

in quefl of a French fleet expected to depart about

this time from the harbor of Breft. In the Bay of

Bifcay he encountered a violent florm, by which

the fleet was entirely fcattered, and the Admiral's

own fhip, the Victory, a new and beautiful firft-

rate, with eleven hundred men on board, foun-

dered at fea, near the rocks of Alderney ; and the

whole crew, with all the officers and their comman-

der, moil unfortunately perilhed.

Another revolution about this period (November

1744) took place in the Britifh cabinet. Lord Car-

teret,
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teret, now become Earl of Granville, had infmuated

himfelf fo far into the good graces of his Sovereign

as to excite, in a very high degree, the apprehen-

fion and diflike of the Duke of Newcaftle and his

brother, Mr. Pelham, who fecretly intrigued with

the popular leaders in Parliament, to efFect the

downfall of this ambitious and haughty Minifler,

whofe power they envied, and whofe talents they

feared. The Earl, comprehending the nature and

extent of the combination againfl him, and fen-

fible of his own unpopularity, heightened by the

ill fuccefs of the war, avoided the conflict by a vo-

luntary refignation of his employments, in which

he was followed by Mr. Sandys, created Lord

Sandys, and various others. Mr. Pelham, who,

on the death of Lord Wilmington, had fucceeded

to the direction of the Board of Treafury, was now

nominated Chancellor of the Exchequer, and may

be confidered from this period as firft Minifler.

The Earl of Chefterfield was appointed to the go-

vernment of Ireland, the Duke of Bedford placed

at the head of the Admiralty, the Lords Gower

and Cobham reinftated in their former pofls, and,

after an interval of delay and reluctance on the part

of the Court, Mr. Pitt conflituted Paymafler of the

Forces, and fworn a member of the Privy CounciL

Several of the Tories were admitted to offices in

confequence of this coalition of parties ; and Sir

John Hynde Cotton and Sir John Phelips, thofe

jrofis
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morofe and turbulent patriots, were—for a time of

fhort duration indeed, " a little month"— tranf-

formed into courtiers and placemen. The Parlia-

ment met in December ( 1 744), and it foon appeared

that the refult of the late changes was by no means

unfavorable to the views of the Court ; for the fame

fyftem was purfued with lefs difficulty and interrup-

tion : And the patriots ftill in oppofition, weaned

with long and ufelefs exertion, feemed at length

to acquiefce in meafures which the nation at large,

now roufed into paffionate refentment againfl

France, and admiration of the courage and forti-

tude of the Queen of Hungary, began to regard

with partiality and approbation. And the unre-

mitted efforts of thirty years, efforts which had pro-

duced fuch fignal difplays of knowlege, virtue, and

eloquence, inglorioufly terminated in the ancient

maxim—" Si populus vult decipi, decipiatur."

As the laft flruggle of expiring patriotifm, how-

ever, the Houfe was moved, January 1745, that

an act made in the fourth year of Edward III. en-

titled—" A Parliament fhall be holden once every

year," and alfo that an acl: made in the thirty-fixth

year of the reign of King Edward III. entitled—
" A Parliament fhall be holden once every year,"

fhall be read; and the a£te being read accordingly,

Mr. Carew * arofe, and declared his determination

to

* This member, in a fubfequent SefTion of the prefc-nt Par-

liament, moved an addrefs to the King, that he would be pk-afed

to
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to bring to a decisive testthe fincerity of thofe pro-

feflions which the Minifters of the Crown recently

appointed to their offices had, for fo many fuccef-

five years, accuftomed themfelves to repeat within

the walls of that Houfe ; and, from the fate of the

queflion he was about to propofe, a judgment might

be formed whether the prefent Minifters themfelves

to order a monument to be erected in Weftminfter Abbey to

the memory or" the gallant Captain Cornewall, who loll his life

in the engagement off Toulon ; which being unanimoufly car-

ried, Velters Cornewall, brother to the deceafed, rofe '* to exprefs

the pride and fatisfa&ion he felt on this occafion ; more particu-

larly as the motion originated with one of the mod able,

upright, and diiinterefted patriots who had ever fat in that

Houfe." We may, therefore, fairly prefurne, that the fpeech

of Mr. Carew does not contain words of empty found, intended

for the mere purpofe of embarraiTing the adminiftration, but

that it exhibits the real fentiments of his understanding, and the

genuine feelings of his heart. And it may be remarked, that

the value and utility of exertions of this nature, are not be efti-

mated by the advantage they immediately produce. Mr. Carew

and Mr. Sydenham yet fpeak in hiitory ; nor will it ultimately

be found that fuch men fpeak in vain. In our own times, the

orations of Mr. Fox in fupport of his feveral motions for the

repeal of the tell and penal ftatutes, were negatived by grrat

majorities ; but are thefe generous efforts in the cauic of truth

and liberty therefore loft ? No—doubtlefs they will produce their

effect at the deftined period on minds more fuieeptible ot im-

provement, and lefs under the dominion of prejudice

" When Statesmen, Heroes, Kings, in duft repole,

Whcfe fons lhall blulh their fathers were his foes."

merited
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merited thofe fevere appellations which they had Co

lavifhly bellowed upon their predeceffors. It was

not enough, he faid, for the fatisfa&ion of the

impartial and intelligent public, that the new Mi-

niflers mould give a fimple affent to the motion he

had in contemplation ; for, if they had coalefced

with perfons whofe influence was, upon trial, found

fufficiently powerful to defeat all efforts of political

reform, it was incumbent upon them immediately

to relinquifh thofe offices which they had fo preci-

pitately accepted, without any flipulations in favor

of the public ; and unrefervedly to declare againfl

thofewith whom they had fo rafhly united. Amongft

the topics mod frequently infilled upon by the pre-

fent Miniflers, when in oppofition to the Court,

was the necefiity of counteracting the baleful ef-

fects of miniflerial corruption, which they then

feemed to think, and he hoped they flill thought,

could by no means fo effectually be done as by a

refloration of the ancient conflitution of Parlia-

ment, agreeably to which, the Houfe would per-

ceive, by the acts now read, that Parliaments were

to be holden once every year. And as long proro*

gations and adjournments were not then introduced

or thought of, the meaning of this famous law

mud be, that a Parliament mould be every year

chofen as well as held. And this is a conflitution

not only functioned by ancient practife, but by the

unalterable dictates of reafon. In order that the

repre*
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teprefentatives of a great nation may be perfectly

acquainted with the ftate of its wifhes, wants, and

grievances, it is neceflfary that there mould be an

intimate and habitual communication between

them and their conftituents. But, when Gentle-

men are chofen for a term of years, they too fre-

quently, on their election, appear at once to relin-

quifh the character and feelings of delegates ; they

fix their abode in the metropolis, and vifit their

conftituents only when it becomes neceffary to fo-

licit their votes at the eve of a new election. Nay,

fuch was the degraded and corrupt ftate into which

the national reprefentation had fallen fince the efta-

blifhment of Septennial Parliaments, that there

were Gentlemen in that Houfe who never faw the

borough which fent them thither ; who, perhaps,

wouldbe at a lofs even to recollect its name; and who

were obliged to have recourfe to the Court Calendar

to inform them of whom they were the reprefenta-

tives. It was the peculiar and proper province of

the Houfe of Commons, he faid, to convey to the

Sovereign the fentiments of the nation, both with

refpect to the meafures he adopts, and the Minifters

he employs. But could this duty be juftly or faith-

fully executed, when there is no proper intercourfe

eftablifhed between thofe who reprefent and thofe

who are reprefented ? The interefts ofthe Prince and

the People cannot really and truly differ ; he can

only be great in their greatnefs, and profperous in

Vol. II. L their
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their profperity. But the general interefl of the

People, and the perfonal intereft: of the Minifters,

may very effentially differ ; they may have no other

ends in view than to impoyerifh and enfiave the peo-

ple, in order to enrich and aggrandize themfelves

:

And, during a long term of delegation, how eafy

will it ever be for artful and defigning men to mifre-

prefent the fentiments ofthePeople to the Sovereign,

and to pervert, by finifter and corrupt pra&ifes, the

integrity of thofe perfons whofe duty it is, and who

are exprefsly appointed, to guard the liberties, and

protect the rights of the community? Properly fpeak-

ing, Mr. Carew faid, the Houfe of Commons were

no more than the attornies of the People : And is

it reafonable that any man mould be entrufted with

a power of attorney irrevocable for a long term of

years ? Shall a whole People do that which would

be the height of foolifhnefs in every individual?

Who can depend upon the continuance of any

man's integrity ? But the Septennial Bill was paffcd

for the purpofe of compelling the People to give an

irrevocable power of attorney for that term. The

praclife of long Parliaments was firft introduced in

the reign of Richard II. when the interefts of the

country were facrificed by wicked Minifters, to

gratify the violent paffions of the Monarch. But

what was the remit? The difcontents and murmurs

of the People, fo carefully concealed from the

knowlege of the King, at laft produced an univer-

faj
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fill convulfion, which terminated in his ruin, and

in the advancement of the Duke of Lancaster to

the throne, without any other title than that of

having refcued the People from ilavery. This was

the fate of the Prince who first introduced long

Parliaments ; but fo long as a corrupt majority

may be more eafily obtained in a long than a fhort

Parliament, fo long will it be the interest of Minif-

ters to oppofe any limitation of the duration of

Parliaments, though the interests both of the Mo-

narch and the People ever fo manifestly require it.

If Septennial Parliaments be continued in this

country, the Minifter's letters of recommendation

may, in time, be as implicitly obeyed in our coun-

ties, cities, and boroughs, as the King's conge

d'clire is now in the chapters of our epifcopal ca-

thedrals. But will any one affert, that we mould

then have the slightest pretence to the character of a

free nation ? No—we mould be Haves j God
knows to whom—not, it may be hoped, to a Mi-

nister from Hanover ; though it is hard to fay

what a corrupt Parliament may not attempt, or to

what a corrupt nation may not fubmit. To pre-

vent, however, as far as my exertions can contri-

bute to the prevention of fuch a catastrophe, I mall

conclude with moving for leave to bring in a bill

to enforce the calling of a new Parliament every

year after the expiration of this prefent Parlia-

ment." i

L 2 This
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This motion was very ably feconded by Mr*-

Sydenham, in an interesting fpeech, of which the

concife epitome only mull fuffice. This Gentle-

man began by obferving, " that he mufl take it for

granted that every member of that Houfe mufl be

confcious of the neceffity of adopting meafures of

fome kind for preventing, or, at leaft, diminishing

the extent and effect of ministerial corruption.

Andy of all the meafures that could be devifed,

none would be found fo effectual as the reftoration

of annual Parliaments. To the fatal introduction

of long Parliaments, and their concomitant evils,

he afcribed, in a great meafure, that remarkable

change in the manners and morals of the people at

large, which had of late years taken place in this

country. Formerly, the higher claffes among us

were diftinguifhed for generofity and hofpitality,

and thofe of inferior rank for honefty, frugality,,

and indudry. But thefe virtues are in danger of

being utterly extinguished by the prevalence of

political corruption. No fooner did Minifters be-

gin to folicit the votes, inftead of convincing the

underftandings of the Members of Parliament—no-

iboner were rewards laviflied on thofe who com-

plied with thofe folicitations, than the public order

was disturbed by violent competitions at elections.

Voters began to claim a merit with thofe to whom
they gave their vote : The regular channel through

which honors and preferments flowed was per-

verted^
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verted, and the interefl of the country was facri-

ficed for the fake of promoting thofe who had the

chief interefts in elections. Even in our army and

navy, of late years, this has appeared to be the bed

qualification for entitling a man to preferment.

We muft, therefore, demolifh from the foundation

this fabric of corruption ; we muft render it im-

poflible for a Minifter to expect to gain a majority

in Parliament, or at elections, either by bribery,

or by a partial diftribution of places and prefer-

ments. I fay, we mull do this, if we intend to

reftore that fpirit by which our anceftors preferved

their liberties, and gained fo much glory to their

country. And, for this purpofe, nothing can be

fo effectual as the reftoration of annual Parlia-

ments. Then may we hope to fee that Simplicity,

generofity, and hofpitality of manners revived,

which is now no more. For I hope it will not be

called generofity to give a voter, by exprefs bar-

gain, five or ten guineas for his vote ; or hofpita-

lity, to make a county or a borough drunk once

in feven years, by way of preparation for an enfuing

election. When a Gentleman perceives that the

favor of his countrymen muft be purchafed, not

won, he contracts his domeftic to provide for his

election expenfes 5 and, if he fucceeds, he retires

with his family to London, certain of his feat for

feven years, and refolving fo to regulate his con-

duct in Parliament as may fecure his future indem-

L 3 nification.
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nification. This change of a country life into a

town life has been attended with unfpeakable in-

conveniencies. A man of fortune who refides in

London may, in operas, routes, aflemblies, French

wines, and Italian muficians, expend as much

yearly as may fuffice to maintain his rank in the

mod hofpi table flyle of ancient liberality at his feat

in the country. But will it be pretended, that the

money fo expended is of equal advantage to the

community ? that the fame charity is extended to

the indigent, the fame employment to the induf*

trious? Annual Parliaments would undoubtedly

produce a mighty alteration of national manners in

this refpecl:. They would make confhnt refidence

and a conftant inter-communication of kind offices

neceffary ; they would preferve the honefly of our

people, by removing the means of temptation ; for

no candidate would then be at the expenfe of cor-

rupting, efpecially as he could not expect to be re-

paid, by being himfelf corrupted by the Minifler

after he is chofen. Annual Parliaments will de*

molifh the market of corruption. Miniflers will

not corrupt when corruption can be of no avail
j

and, though contefls may occafionally take place,

the magnitude of the objecl: will not be fuch as to

occafion either venality or violence. If, therefore,

we cheriih a laudable ambition to reftore the prac-

tife of thofe virtues for which our ancellors were fo

confpicuous, and by which they handed down to

us
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us riches, renown, and liberty, we muft reftore

the conftitution of having Parliaments not only an-

nually held, but annually chofen. It was a regula-

tion reflorcd and eftablifhed by one of the greatefl

and wifeft Princes that ever fwayed the fceptre of

this kingdom. The bill pafTed in the fourth year

of the reign of this Monarch (Edward III.) was in-

deed evaded by the ingenuity of the lawyers. The

words of the act were thefe—" A Parliament fhali

be holden once a-year, and oftener if need be."

The lawyers maintained that the words 4t if need

be" related to the firfl: part of the law as well as the

fecond ; /. e. that a Parliament mall be held once

a-year if need be, or oftener if need be ; a con-

duction which rendered the act itfelf wholly nuga-

tory. In the thirty-fixth year of the reign of the

fame Monarch, therefore, a new law was parted, by

which it was enacted, without any referve or limit-

ation, " that a Parliament (hall be holden every

year." This fet the invention of the lawyers again

at wrork, in order to find a new evafion ; and, in

the next reign, the praclife of prorogation was in-

troduced. Every feffion of Parliament was de-

clared to be a Parliament, and the liberties of the

nation w7ere facririced by a Parliament corruptly

chofen and illegally continued. Should this now

be attempted, it would be found very difficult, if

not impoflible, to refcue them by force of arms, as

was done in the reign of Richard II. j for the crown

L 4 has
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has now a regular difciplined army to fupport its

encroachments, and the People have neither arms

nor difcipline to oppofe to fuch a King and fuch a

Parliament. This confederation alone would make

me fanguine in the fupport of the meafure now

propofed ; and for this reafon, among many others,

I conclude with feconding the motion." The

fpeeches of thefe able and virtuous fenators have

been thus diftin&ly recited,becaufe they difcover juft

and noble fentiments of government, and difclofe

a glorious profpecl: of political reformation, which

it is left to a happier and more enlightened age

to realize *. The motion was feebly oppofed

in a difFufive and labored fpeech by Sir Wil-

liam Yonge, Secretary at War, by arguments

which, if they proved any thing, would prove that

Parliaments ought to be perpetual. But the prin-

cipal Minifters of the Crown obferved a profound

filence, not being able to endure the teft of this

experimentum cruris* It is, however, extremely re-

markable, that, on the divifion, the queftion was.

negatived by a majority of thirty-two voices only,

in a houfe of two hundred and fixty-three members.

No attempt at parliamentary reform, in any fhape,

* In the writings of Swift, a man naturally of a found and,

excellent judgment, though unhappily too much under the do-

minion of violent and malignant paffions, is fomewhere to be

iound this remarkable acknowlegement: <* I adore the wifdorn

of that Gothic conftitution which made Parliaments annual."

aftey
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after this, was made for thirteen years, when a

motion for fhortening the duration of Parliaments

was negatived almoft without the formality of a

debate. Very recently, indeed, the queftion has

been revived with great luftre and advantage under

the aufpices of men of the highefl talents, and bids

fair to excite the ferious and continued attention of

the public, efpecially as it is at laft combined, as it

ever ought to have been, with the kindred queftion

of an equalization of the reprefentation *. So long

as this grand reform of Parliament itfelf remains

unaccomplifhed, no eflential reform in other re-

fpects is to be expected.

Previous to the departure of the Earl of Chefter-

field for the government of Ireland, he was invefled

with the character of Ambaflador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary to the States General, in order

to prevail upon their High Mightineffes to take a

more active and decifive part in that war, which it

could not fail to be remarked that his Lordfhip had

repeatedly inveighed againft in Parliament as ro-

mantic, abfurd, and contrary to the interefls of

* It will eafily be fuppofed, that an allufion is here intended

to the Aflbciation lately inftituted in the metropolis, for obtain-

ing a reform in Parliament ; which, exclufive of the avowed ap-

probation of the great rival-ftatefinen, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox,

refpccling its object, boafls the diitinguiihed names of Grey,

Francis, Lambton, Whitbread, Erskine, Smith, and

•many others, which would reflect honor on any caufe ; and this

js certainly a caufe which would refkcl honor upon any names.

both
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both countries. Neverthelefs, as the nation had

determined upon war, his Lordfhip might deem it

no violation of moral or political obligation to

exert his utmoft efforts, as a public man, to render

it fuccefsful ; and it is certain, that he never ceafed

to ufe his influence in the cabinet to accomplifh

the reftoration of peace ; and, in confequence of

his difappointment and diffatisfa&ion in not being

able to attain that favorite object of his wifhes, he

refigned the Seals of Secretary of State, which

were configned to him after his return from Ireland.

" Every thing, fays the Earl, fpeaking confiden-

tially of the ftate of affairs at this period, which

does not tend to a peace is abfurd, and will, in the

end, prove fatal." And it is but impartial juflice

to declare, that no man entertained more jull or

comprehenfive ideas refpecting the national intereft

and happinefs than this Nobleman, and that few,

if any, of his cotemporaries, can be named, who

purfued them more refolutely and fteadily. Incef-

fantly urged and incited by the whole power and

influence of the Orange faction, the States at length

acceded to the fubftance of the Ambaffador's pro-

pofals, and engaged to maintain an army of fifty

thoufand men in the field, exclufive of garrifons.

But torn by inteftine divihon and animofity, the

terms of the treaty were, after the conclufion of

it, little attended to ; and, though the proportion

of expenfe to be borne by Holland was mitigated

9 from
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from two-fifths to one-th:Vd, the danger to which

the republic was expofed was neither fufficiently ur-

gent, nor obvious, to excite a fpirit of national ar-

dor or unanimity *. -«

1 In the fpeech made by the Ambaflador in the

affembly of 'the States, at his audience of leave,

are to be found the following animated expreffions:

" The love of liberty, which firfl laid the founda-

tion of this republic, and has fince fo often figna-

lized her, this fo noble and generous love itill

unites your ftrength and your counfels to thofe of

the King my mailer. Actuated by the fame fpirit,

and purfuing the fame end, the fole object of your

endeavors is to reftore and fecure the public liberty

and tranquillity. What defign can be more laudable?

What work more worthy of a ju't and magnani-

mous zeal ? Purfue, High and Mighty Lords, that

defign with your wonted iteadinefs and wifdom

:

Continue thofe efforts without fuffering yourfelves

to be difcouraged, and may Heaven crown your

undertakings with the fuccefs they fo well defervc."

Exclufive, however, of the influence of French

* When Metrodorus was lent by Mithridates to folicit the

aid of the King of Armenia againft the Romans, Tigranes faid,

M What would you, Metrodorus, advife me to do in this cafe :*'

To which Metrodorus replied, " As an Ambaflador I mould

exhort you to it ; but, as your Counfellor, I mould advife you

againft it." Had Lord Chefterfield been afked the fame quef-

tion, doubtlefs he rauft, if equally ingenuous, have returned a

fjmilar anfwer.

political
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political intrigue, the majority of confiderate per*

fons in the commonwealth could not but regard the

neutrality offered by France as infinitely more eli-

gible than the war urged by England ; nor could

it be reafonably doubted, if the reftoration of the

peace of Europe were the real object, in view, that

Holland,who could propofe to herfelf no profpect. or

poffibility of advantage by the continuance of hof-

tilities, might act with much greater effect and dig-

nity as a mediator than as a party.

On the return of the Earl of Chefterfield from

this embaffy, he repaired to his government ; and,

during his continuance in that high office, he exe-

cuted the duties of it with a vigilance, attention,

and fidelity, which gave the mod perfect, fatisfac-

tion to the Irifh nation ; and have defervedly en-

deared his memory to that generous and grateful

people. The violent meafures which were pro-

pofed to him at the breaking out of the rebellion,

refpecting the Roman Catholics, he rejected with

indignation. On the contrary, he treated them

with a mildnefs and moderation which engaged

their affection and confidence. A profound tran-

quillity prevailed throughout the kingdom ; and

it was obferved, that the pafloral letters of the Irifh

pricfls, their public difcourfes, and more private

admonitions, were equally and invariably directed

for the fervice of the government. In his Excel-

lency's fpcech from the throne, at the opening of

the



K. GEORGE II. *57

the feflion, October 1 745, after exprefTmg his ar-

dent wifhes to co-operate with Parliament in what-

ever might tend to eftablifh or promote the true

intereft of the kingdom, he tells them, " that their

own reflections will bed fuggeft to them the advan-

tages they have enjoyed under the juft and legal

authority of the prefent race of Princes ; and their

own hiflory will bell paint the miferies and cala-

mities of a people fcourged, rather than governed,

by blind zeal and lawlefs power ; that thefe consi-

derations mud neceffarily excite their higheft in-

dignation at the attempt now carrying on in Scot-

land, to difturb his Majefty's government by a

pretender to his crown—one nurfed up in civil and

religious error, formed to perfecution and oppref-

fion in the feat of fuperfliticn and tyranny ; whofe

groundlefs claim is as contrary to the natural rights

of mankind, as to the particular laws and conftitu-

tions of thefe kingdoms ; whofe only hopes of fup-

port are placed in the enemies of the liberties of

Europe in general, and whofe fuccefs would confe-

quently deftroy our liberty, our property, and our

religion.*' So we,ll aflured was this Nobleman of

the peaceable and loyal difpofition of the nation at

large, that he treated with pleafant ridicule the

information brought to him by a Gentleman high

in office, who, with marks of evident confterna-

tion, told his Excellency that the people in. Con-

naught were certainly rifin^. The Earl, with perfect

calmnefs



i
5 8 K. GEORGE II

calmnefs and compofure, replied, " It is iloW

nine o'clock, and time for them to rife ; I there-

fore incline to believe your intelligence true."

This year, March 1 745, died Robert, Earl of

Orford, in circumftances by no means affluent

j

although he had for twenty years the revenues of

Great Britain at his difpofal. His death was oc-

cafioned by the violent operation of a medicine

which he took as a folvent for the ftone ; and he

declared that he died a victim to the neglect of his

own maxim—not to difturb that which is at reft.

The naval operations of this fummer were fpi-

rited and fuccefsful. A great number of rich prizes

were captured from the enemy both in the Eaft

and Weft Indies. But the atchievement by which

it was chiefly diftinguifhed was the conqueft of the

ifland of Cape Breton, in North America. This

enterprize originated with the inhabitants of the

province of New England ; and the plan propofed

by them being approved by the government,

Admiral Warren, now commanding the Britim

fleet in thofe feas, was commanded to co-operate

with them. Six thoufand colonial troops were

embarked from Bofton, which, with eight hun-

dred marines from on board the fleet, conftituted

the whole of the land force. But with fuch cou-

rage and vigor did thefe raw and undifciplined

troops, under the conduct of the Britifh engineers,

carry on their approaches, and writh fuch fldll and

judgment
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judgment were their operations feconded by the

Admiral, that, in about eight weeks after the com-

mencement of the fiege, the fortrefs and city of

Louifburg, and the whole ifland of Cape Breton,

furrendered to the arms of his Britannic Majefty.

The Americans, who were'rfeed by this conquefl

from a dangerous neighbour, acquired great and

deferved applaufe on the occafion. The rifmg im-

portance of the Colonies became the fubjecl of

public attention and acknowlegement ; and, by a

generous excefs of partiality, the magnitude of

their fervices, and the beneficial confequences of

this new conquefl, were extolled and appreciated

fomewhat, perhaps, beyond their real and intrinfic

value.

At the meeting ofParliament, January 1746, the

King declared his regret at being obliged to have

recourfe to his people for farther aids ; and, at

the lame time, his confidence in their zeal and

unanimity in fupport of the public credit and

fafety. A new convulfion in the Miniftry, how-

ever, retarded the progrefs of the fupplies. A re-

cent effort to introduce once more the Earl of

Granville into the adminiftration, had been made

by the Sovereign, over whom that Nobleman had

acquired a furprifing afcendency : But the Duke of

Newcaftle, and all who adhered to the widely-ex-

tended connection of the Pelhams, immediately on

being acquainted with the King's determination,

delivered
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delivered in their refignations. Lord Granville

was, notwithstanding, actually appointed to the

office of principal Secretary of State ; but) relying

on the greatnefs of his talents, he had ever dif-

dained to court the fupport and afliftance of

friends ; and, after a'very fhort trial, he was com-

pelled reluctantly once more to render back the

Seals. The Pelhams again refumed their Stations

;

and Lord Granville—relinquishing for ever the con-

teftfor fuperiority—was, after an interval of political

obfeurity, made Prefident of the Council, which

ftation he occupied many years, rather dignifying

the office than dignified by it *. The fupplies were

now granted by the Commons with more than or-

dinary profufion. About one hundred and twenty

thoufand men, land forces, feamen, and marines,

were provided for by Parliament. The fum of

three hundred thoufand pounds was voted to the

King of Sardinia ; four hundred thoufand pounds

* February 10, 1746, the Duke of Newcaftle and Lord

Harrington refigned the Seals, and the Earl of Granville was

appointed principal Secretary. The next day, Mr. Pelham re-

figned the Treafury, the Earl of Pembroke his gold key, and

Mr. Legge and Mr. George Grenville their feats at the Board

of Admiralty. The Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Bedford,

firft Lord of the Admiralty, the Earl of Chefterfield, Lord Lieu-

tenant of Ireland, and almoft all the other great Officers of

State, were expected to follow, when on Friday, February 14,

the Earl of Granville returned the Seals into his Majefty's handa,

which were immediately re-delivered to the Duke of Newcaftle.

to
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to the Queen of Hungary, although that Princefs

had now fully funnounted her political embarrafT-

ments. Subfidics alfo were granted with an un»

fparing hand to the Dutch, the Heffians, the

Saxons, the Hanoverians, the Electors of Mentz

and Cologne ; and the whole was crowned with a

vote of credit and confidence for the fum of five

hundred thoufand pounds to his Majefty *. Not-

withftanding this unheard-of prodigality of expen-

* It was boldly and fhrewdly remarked by a political writer

of thefe times, that, according to the hiflorian Matthew Paris,

when King Henry III. demanded money of his Parliament to

defray the expenfe of a foreign expedition, which concerned not

the intereft of England, the Parliament told him flatly, that

this was a mod audacious requiiition : " Talia efFrons imptin

denter poftularet.—Contradixerunt Regi in faciem, nolentes am-

plius pecunia fua 100113™.'' And upon his remonstrating, that

his roy:i faith was pledged, and pleading the abfolute neceffity

in which he flood of a fnpply, they expreffed their aftonimment

that the immenfe fums of money already granted could be fa

foon diffipated : " Admiramur in quam abyflum fubmerfs

funt innumerabiles pecunia?, quas, Domine Rex, immunxifti,

quae nunqi.am Regno vel modicum contulerupt incrementum,'*

—M. Paris, p. 561, 26 Henry III.

It is faid that Mr. Mitchel, the Englifh Refident at Berlinj

during the fecond Silefian war, in communicating to the King

of Prufiia the intelligence of fome advantage obtained over the

enemy, made ufe of the following expreffion—" By the help of

God we have gained a viftory over the French,'' *' What, fa:4

the King, is God one of your allies. ?" " Yes certainly, Sire,

replied the i\mbaflador, and the only one who demand? po fub*

fidtes of us."

Vol, II. M diture.
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diture, no fenfible effect was produced in the gene-

ral fyftem of affairs. An unfuccefsful attempt was

made in the courfe of this year, by Admiral Lef-

tock and General St. Clair, on Port L'Orient,

an opulent maritime town on the fouthern

coaft of Bretagne, and the grand depofitary of the

veffels and ftores belonging to the French Eaft In-

dia Company. The fleet, with fix battalions of re-

gular forces on board, arrived, on the twentieth

of September, in Quimperly Bay, ten miles diftant

from the city, which was immediately fummoned

to furrender. In the firft emotions of furprife and

confirmation, a capitulation was agreed to, on

condition that the magazines of the Company, upon

the payment of forty thoufand pounds by way of

ranfom, mould remain untouched, and the inhabit-

ants be protected from pillage. Thefe terms the

Britifh Commanders, inftigated by the predominat-

ing avidity of plunder, haughtily and rafhly re-

jected ; and the inhabitants, driven to extremity,

prepared to defend themfelves with refolution.

The invaders were utterly deftitute of the artillery

and implements neceffary for a fiege. A fingle

battery, raifed with difficulty and mounted only

with a few field-pieces, played upon the fortifica-

tions without any effect. At length the troops Ra-

tioned in the environs, with the militia of the pro-

vince, collecting in great force, the General was

compelled to abandon his cnterprize, embarking

2 his



K. GEORGE IS. ify

his troops September 29, and, after fome ufelefs

bravadoes on the French coafl, the whole arma-

ment returned to Portfmouth. The French ac-

counts affert, that the place, if attacked immedi-

ately on the landing of the troops, might have

been eafily taken by fcalade ; but the operations of

the Englifh General indicated as little of vigor as

of judgment ; and the Admiral did nothing to re-

trieve the reputation which, notwithstanding the

acquittal of the court-martial, he had, by his con-

duct at Toulon, loft in the eftimation of the pub-

lic. In the month of September, the important

fettlement of Madrafs, on the coafl of Coromandel,

furrendered to the French arms in India ; which

difafler the Englim, in the courfe of the next year,

attempted in vain to avenge by the unfuccefsful

fiege of Pondicherry.

In November 1 746, the Parliament was again

convened, and the fupplies again voted with the

fame lavifli profufion—four hundred and thirty

thoufand pounds to the Queen of Hungary ; three

hundred thoufand pounds to the King of Sardinia ;

five hundred and feventy thoufand pounds for the

maintenance of the Hanoverian and Heflian auxi-

liaries ; fubfidies to the Electors of Saxony, Mentz,

Cologne, and Bavaria ; five hundred thoufand

pounds as a vote of credit ; and it was remarked,

that the entire aggregate of the fupplies exceeded

by two millions and a half the greatefl annual fura.

M a raifed
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raifed during the reign of Queen Anne, when

Great Britain filled the world with the renown of

her victories, though her riches were now ex-

haufted to purchafe only difgrace and misfortune.

It muft be acknowleged indeed, that, at this period,

the King exhibited a laudable proof of his defire to

di minifh the public expenfe, by ordering the third

and fourth troops of his life-guards to be difbanded,

and reducing three regiments of horfe to the qua-

lity of dragoons. But thefe reductions were, at

the fame time, invidious and ineffectual, and the

dignity of the nation feemed even in fome fort af-

fected by them. That the Monarch was well fa-

tisfied with the reclitude of his own policy, and

even willing to make confiderable perfonal facri-

fices, in order to fix that ideal balance of power

which he deemed fo neceffary to the happinefs and

tranquillity of Europe, it would feem ungenerous

to doubt. Happy ! had the wifdom of his mea-

fures borne any proportion to the integrity of his

intentions.

An Act of Parliament of a very important nature

palled this Sellion, for the abolition of the hereta-

ble jurifdiclions in Scotland— that diftinguifhing

feature of the feudal fyitem ; fince which period

the peculiarities which feemed to ftamp upon the

Highland clans the call and character of a feparatc

nation have been gradually foftening, and, at this

time,
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time, feem rapidly haftening to their final and utter

extinction.

This year died Philip V. King of Spain, to whom
fucceeded, without any vifible or immediate effect

upon the general political fyftem, Don Ferdinand,

Prince of Aflurias.

In April 1747, a fquadron failed from Bred

Water, commanded by M. de la Jonquiere, bound

for America, and had made little progrefs in their

voyage when they were encountered by a fuperior

Englifh fleet, under the Admirals Anfon and War-

ren. The enemy fought with courage, but were

compelled to yield to fuperior force, and, towards

evening, fix fhips of the line (truck their colors,

and a great part of their convoy, with feveral fri-

gates, were alfo taken. For this fervice Admiral

Anfon was ennobled, and Admiral Warren created

a Knight of the Bath. In the month of October,

Admiral Hawke, with a force much fuperior, fell

in with a fleet of nine line of battle mips, feven of

which, after an obflinate engagement, were cap-

tured by the Englifh. The nation failed not to re-

mark, that, in both thefe inflances, the Englifh

fleets bore down upon the enemy, regardlefs of

the prefervation of the line of battle; while the

brave Admiral Matthews ftill continued in a Mate

of difgraceful fufpenfion for the fame contempt of

the eflablifhed punctilios of difcipline.

M 3 The
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The Parliament having been diffolved in June,

a new Parliament was convened in November 1 747,

highly favorable to the intereft of the prefent Mi-

niftry. The minds of all were vifibly animated by

the late naval fuccefTes ; the ableft men in Parlia-

ment were engaged in the different pofts and offices

of government ; the Minifter, Mr. Pelham,

had acquired much of the public confidence ; and

the popularity of the King himfelf had very fenfibly

increafed fince the fuppreflion of the late rebellion.

He declared, that the attachment of his people on

that occafion had imprefled his heart with indelible

fenfations of gratitude, and that he felicitated him-

felf upon an event, without which he had never

known how much he was the object of their regard

and affection. Oppofuion now feemed to languifh,

and, for the firit time finee the acceffion of the

Houfe of Hanover, England might be faid to be

governed by a popular adminiftration *. The King

fignified,

* About this time a very excellent performance, defervedly

honored with a large mare of the public approbation, appeared

under the title of " Free and Candid Difquifitions" vcfpc&ing

the necefiity of a reform in the national Church. The celebrated

"Warburton, in a letter to his friend Dr. Doddridge, a diflenting

teacher of great eminence, writes—" As to the ' Difquifitions,'

I will only fay, that the temper, candor, and charity, with

which they are wrote, are very edifying and exemplary. I wifh

fuceefs to them as much as you can do. But I can tell you, of

Certain icience, that not the lead, alteration will be made in the

eccle-
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fignified, in his fpeech to the Parliament, that a

congrefs would fpeedily be opened at Aix-Ia-Cha-

pclle,

ecclefiafh'cal fyftem." Dr. Chandler, another non-conformift di-

vine of diftinguifhed reputation and ability, making an occa-

fional viiit at this period to Dr. Gooch, Bilhop of Norwich,

met with Dr. Sherlock, then Bifhop of Salisbury. The dif-

courfe happened to fall on the propriety and utility of a compre-

henfwn. Dr. Sherlock faid, " Our church, Mr. Chandler, con-

fiits of three parts, doctrine, difcipline, and ceremonies. As to

ceremonies, they are in themfelves indifferent, and ought to be

left fo ; and the difcipline of our church is
****

; but what have

you to object to the doctrines of it ?" Mr. Chandler replied,

" Your Articles, my Lord, mud be exprefied in Scriptural

words, and the Athanafian Creed mull be difcarded." Both the

Bifhops anfwered—they wifhed they were rid of that Creed, and

had no objection to altering the Articles into Scriptural words.

The two Bifhops, at the conclufion of the vifit, requcftcd Mr.

Chandler to wait on the Archbifhop, Dr. Herring, which he

did, and met the Bifhop of Norwich. The Archbifhop being

informed by Dr. Gooch of the converfation that had taken place

on the fubject of a comprehenfion, replied, " A very good thing

—he wifhed it with all his heart ; and the rather, becaufe this

was a time which called upon all good men to unite againil in-

fidelity and immorality, which threatened univerfal ruin : And
added, he was encouraged to hope, from the piety, learning,

and moderation, of many diffenters, that this was the proper

time to make the attempt." But, faid Dr. Gooch, Mr. Chand-

ler fays the Articles muft be altered into the words of Scripture.

" And why not ? rejoined the Archbifhop, it is the impertinencies

of men thrufling their own words into Articles, inflead of the

words of God, which have occafioned mod of the diriiior.s in the

Chriftian Church from the beginning to this day." The Arch-

bifhop added, that the Bench of Bifhops feemed to be of his

M 4 mind,



163 K. GEORGE It

pelle, for concerting the means of a general pacifi-

cation. As the event, however, was uncertain,

the former fupplies and fubfidies were renewed,

and a new demand made for an additional fubfidy

to the Emprefs of Ruffia, whom England had, by

this means, the honor to clafs with the Etnprefs-

Queen of Hungary, the Kings of Denmark, Swe-

den, Poland, and Sardinia, and a multitude of

Germanic Sovereigns, in her imperial, royal, and

princely band of mercenaries. But, previous to

the termination of the Sefiion, in May 1748, the

King informed the two Houfes that preliminaries of

peace were actually figned, and that the bafis of the

accommodation was a general reftitution of con-

quers. If we take into confideration the relative

fituation of the belligerent powers, the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle rnuft undoubtedly, upon the whole,

be confidered as very favorable and advantageous

to the Allies. The King of France was now in ac-

tual poiTefTion of almoft the whole of the Auflrian

Netherlands, and had even penetrated into Dutch

Brabant and Flanders. Except the fortune of the

mind, and that he fhould be glad to fee Mr. Chandler again,

but was then obliged to go to court. The good Arch-

birtiop, it may be prefumed, according to the prediction of Dr.

Warburton, met with little encouragement at Court to perfc-

vere in his benevolent defign ; for, during the remainder of this

reign, we hear no more of ecclefiafh'cal reform or COMPRE-

HENSION.

war
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war had, contrary to all reafonable expectation, en-

tirely changed, the Allies muft foon have been

driven beyond the Rhine, and the United States

mitrht have once more feen the Oriflamme of France

difplayed at the gates of Amflerclam. The hiftory

of Europe in modern times exhibits, perhaps, no

inflance of a difparity of talents between oppofing

Commanders fo great and manifeft, as that which

fubfifted between the Duke of Cumberland and the

Marefchal Saxe. Yet it is very remarkable, that

the States-General feemed to think it unneceflary

to impofe thofe reftraints upon his Royal Highnefs

by which, in confequence of the tribumtian nega-

tive veiled in the field deputies, the Duke of Marl-

borough had been formerly fettered. A vaft army-

was aflembled in the Netherlands at a ruinous ex-

penfe to England, without the flighted neceflity,

as it was not pretended that the French had threat-

ened the Dutch barrier—and which, when affem-

bled, acted merely upon the defenfive—which at-

tempted no fiege—which relieved no fortrefs— and

which gained no battle. And the nation had rea-

fon to recollect the coarfe, but fagac'ous political

adage of Hyde, Earl of Rochefler, " that to attack

France in Flanders was to take a bull by the

horns." For the facrifice of all her conqueffcs no

other compenfation was required by France than

the ceflion of the Dutchy of Parma, with its append-

ages, to the Infant Don Philip, and of which

terri.
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territories that Prince was already in actual pof-

fellion. Thus, in the fpace of little more than ten

years, the Houfe of Auflria was deprived of the

Sicilies and Parma by Spain, of the rich and ex-

tenfive province of Silefia by Pruflia, and of Servia

and Belgrade, the bulwark of her empire on the

fide of Hungary, by the Turks
;

yet, by the wife

and excellent administration of the Kmprefs-Queen,

whofe couniels were
?
from this period, chiefly di-

rected by that great Statefman who, to a very re-

cent period, prefided at the helm of affairs in the

Imperial Court *, Aultria appeared, in a fhort

time, more potent and formidable than it had ever

done under the imperious but feeble government

of her father, the Emperor Charles VI. By this

treaty England was compelled reluctantly to refign

her favorite conqueft of Cape Breton, in order to

obtain the reftitution of Madrafs. With Spain

England had little occafion to negotiate. In the

whole courfe of a war which had continued nine

years, nothing had been lofc, and nothing gained,

Porto Bello excepted, which had been immediately

evacuated. The original caufe of the war feemed,

in the progrefs of it, to be entirely forgotten, and,

at the conclufion of the peace, not a fyllable was

mentioned refpecting the pretended"r/g/tf offearch,

which had formerly occafioned fuch loud and in-

* The Count, afterwards created Prince de Kaunitz.

dignant
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dignant clamors. As the fame complaints have

never been revived, it appears, however, that Spain

has virtually, though filently, relinquiflied her

claims. The fettjement of the boundaries of the

French and Britifii empires in America, a queflion

in the higheft degree doubtful and difputatious,

was referred to the decifion of commifiaries ; and

France retained no mark of fuperiority in this

treaty, with relation to England, excepting the

requifition of hoftages to refide in France till the

reciprocal reftitution of conquefts mould be actu-

ally made ; and the Earls of Suffex and Cathcart

were nominated for that purpofe. This afforded

the Patriots a pretence to exclaim againfl: the peace

as difgraceful to the nation. But the nation, who

were with reafon wearied with the expenfes and

difafters of the war, were well fatished with the

terms of the peace, and it was celebrated with great

and univerfal rejoicings. The oppofition in Par-

liament, neverthelefs, ftill retained fome degree of

importance, from the countenance and patronage

of the Prince of Wales, who, from recent caufes,

had become more than ever alienated from the

Court. And, at this period, his Royal Highnefs

diftinguifhed by peculiar marks of his favor and

confidence, the famous Vifcount Bplingbroke, who

having, many years fmce, received a full pardon

from government, without however being reftored

to his feat in Parliament, now refided at the ruftic

manfion
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manfion of Dawley, in Middlefex ; and was vifited

in this beautiful and fequeftered retreat, to make

life of the expreffion of a cotemporary hiftorian,

" as a fainted fhrine by all the diflinguifhed vota-

ries of wit, eloquence, and political ambition."

Matured and mellowed by experience, reflection,

and age, this all-accomplifhed Nobleman, " framed

in the prodigality of nature," and no lefs confpi-

cuous in the lofty fanes of fcience, than the rofy

bowers of pleafure, or the gorgeous palaces of am-

bition, fhone forth in the evening of life with a

mild and fubdued, but rich and refplendent luflre.

And, in his political writings, he exhibited to an

admiring world that idea of a patriot King,

which the heir of the Britifh Monarchy was fup-

pofed ambitious to form himfelf upon, as a com-

plete and perfect model *. The hopes of the na-

tion

* It will be, perhaps, not unacceptable to {elect a few ex-

tracts from this celebrated performance, in compofing which,

Lord Bolingbroke feems to have determined to lay afide all pre-

judice and party attachment, and to pourtray the lineaments of

Truth, as ihe appeared to his imagination, in her own hea-

venly and radiant form ; and which derives an high additional

value from its proceeding from a writer who poffeffed an inti-

mate practical knowlege of his fubject, and who has, therefore,

fleered perfectly
^
clear of thofe vifionary ideas of government

which have unhappily blended themfelves with the theories of

many philofophical ftatifts. " In all cafes of great concern-

ment, the noble writer tells us, that the fhorteft and fureft me-

thod of arriving at real knowlege is to remount to firil principles;

for
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tioii were* however, fatally blafted by the unfortu-

nate and untimely death of the Prince, who, after

a fhort

for it is about them that almofl all the juggling and legerde-

maine employed by men, whofe trade it is to deceive, are let to

work. And he who does fo on the fubjecl: of government, will

difcover foon that the notions concerning the divine inftitution

and right cf Kings, as well as the abfolute power belonging

to their office, have no foundation in fact or reafon ; but have

rifen from an old alliance between tcclefiaftical and civil

policy. Reverence for government obliges us to reverence go-

vernors, who, for the fake of it, are raifed above the level of

other men. But reverence for governors independently of go-

vernment, any farther than reverence would be due to their vir-

tues if they were private men, is prepoilerous, and repugnant

to common fenfe. As well might we fay, that a fhip is built,

and loaded, and manned, for the fake of any particular pilot,

inftead of acknowleging that the pilot is made for the fake of

the fhip, her lading, and her crew, who are always the owners

in the political veffel, as to fay that Kingdoms were inftituted for

Kings, not Kings for Kingdoms. All this i3 as true of heredi-

tary as of elective Monarchy; though the scribblers for ty-

ranny, under the name of Monarchy, would have us believe that

there is fomething more auguft and more facred in the one than

the other. They are facred alike, and this attribute is to be

afcribed, or not afcribed to them, as they anfwer, or do not an-

fwer, the ends of their inftitution.—Enough has been faid to efta-

blifh the firft and true principles of monarchical, and indeed of

every other kind of government ; and I will fay with confidence,

that no principles but thefe, and fuch as thefe, can be advanced,

which deferve to be treated feriouily ; though Mr. Locke con-

defcended to examine thofe of Filmer, more out of regard to the

prejudices of the time than the importance of the work. The

good or the People is the ultimate and true end of government

;

governors
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a mort illnefs, expired, March 20, 1751, leaving

the education of his numerous offspring to the care

of

governors are therefore appointed for this end, and the civil con-

ftitution which appoints them and invefts them with their power,

is determined to do fo, hy that law of nature and reafon which

has determined the end of government, and which admits this

form of government as the proper means of arriving at it. Now,

the greaterl good of a People is their liberty ; without liberty

no happinefscan be enjoyed by fociety. The obligation) there-

fore, to defend and maintain the freedom of fuch conflitutions,

will appear moft facred to a PATRIOT king. The conititution

will be confidered by him as one law, confiding of two tables

—

or as one fyftem compiled of different parts and powers, but all

duly proportioned to one another, and confpiring, by their har-

mony, to the perfection of the whole. He will make one, and

but one, diftindlion between his rights and thofe of his People,

—he will look on his to be a truft, and theirs a property ; he

will difcern that he can have a right to no more than is entrufted

to him by the conftitution ; and that the People alone, who had

an original right to the whole by the law of nature, can have the

fole indefeafible right to any pr. rt, and really ha\ve fuch a right

to that part, which they have reierved to themfelves. Thus he

will think, and on thefe principles he will act, whether he come

to the throne by immediate or remote election, For in heredi-

tary Monarchies, where men are not elected, families are ; and

therefore fume authors would have it believed, that, when a fa-

mily has been once admitted, and an hereditary right to the

Crown recognifed in it, that right cannot be forfeited. How
much more agreable to truth and to common fenfe would thefe

authors have written, if they had maintained that every Prince

who comes to a Crown in the courfe of fucceihon, were he the

lad of five hundred, comes to it under the fame conditions under

which the tuft took it, whether exprefied or implied. I men-

tion
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of a Princefs, amiable, indeed, for her maternal

and domeftic virtues,' but who had brought from

the Court of Saxe-Gotha principles and maxims

of government ill according with thofe which form

the bafis of the Englifh confiitution. Soon after

the death of his Royal Highnefs, his eldefl fon,

Prince George, was committed to the care of the

Earl of Harcourt as governor, and the Bifhop of

Norwich as preceptor—men whofe principles and

characters defervedly flood high in the efteem of

the nation. But it was foon difcovered that the

Earl of Bute, who had been introduced into the

Prince's houfehold as a Lord of the Bedchamber,

tion this the rather becaufe I have an imperfecl: remembrance that

fome scribbler was employed, or employed himfelf, to afiert

the hereditary right of the prefeutfamily ; a talk fo unneceflary to

any good purpofe, that I believe a fufpicion arofe of its having

been defigned for a bad one. A patriot king will never

countenance fuch impertinent fallacies, nor deign to lean on

oroken reeds."—Was this recollcclion in Lord Bolingbroke, or

prophetic anticipation? or is it neceffary to fay, that whoever defends

the abfurd and pernicious tenets, here reprobated is a scribbler,

however fuhlime and beautiful his language ? A Nobleman yet liv-

ing, who was in habits of ftrict intimacy with Lord Bolingbroke,

relates of him, that he was accuftomed to exprefs, in high and

enthuhanjic language, his admiration of the genius and talents

of Alcibiades, not unconfcious, perhaps, that to the charac-

ter of this celebrated Athenian his own bore a linking analogy.

And Lord Orrery allures us, that the converfation of Lord Bo-

lingbroke united the wifdom of Socrates, the dignity and cafe of

Pliny, and the wit of Horace.

* had
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had acquired fo high a degree of influence at the

Court of Leicefter Houfe, as to make the fituation

of thofe who pofTeffed refponfible offices very un-

eafy. It was confidently afferted, that books had

been repeatedly found in the hands of the Prince

of a mofl dangerous political tendency. On a re-

markable motion made in the Houfe of Peers, March

1753, by the Duke of Bedford, for the production

of certain papers and documents relative to this fub-

ject, Lord Harcourt declared that he found he had

no authority over the Pence's education, nor could

he be of any fervice unlefs the fub-governor, and

others, were difmiffed, whom he had flrong rea-

fons to believe tainted with Jacobite principles.

Impreffed with this idea, his Lordfhip and his co-

adjutor, the Bifhop, refigned their offices, and to

them Lord Waldegrave and the Bifhop of Lincoln

fucceeded. But the baleful influence of the Earl

of Bute was too plainly difcerned to be flill all-

prevalent, affording, notwithstanding the private

and perfonal virtues of the Prince, juft and ferious

ground of national folicitude and apprehenfion *.

Next

* la the Diary of Lord Melcombe, which exhibits an amufing

picture of the interior of a Court, delineated by a vain, obfequi-

ous, temporifing courtier, are contained many characteriflic

and interefting anecdotes. With refpe£t to this memorable refig-

nation, his Lordfhip informs us, that Lord Harcourt complained

ftrongly to the King of dangerous notions, and arbitrary prin-

ciples, being inililled into the Prince ; and that he could be

of
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Next to the Minifter himfelf, two of the mod
diftinguifhcd perfonages at this period in the Bri-

tifh Parliament were Mr. Murray, Solicitor Gene-

ral, and Mr. Pitt, Paymafter of the Forces—both,

indeed, pofleffing an extent of genius and fplendor

of eloquence fuperior to Mr. Pelham, who, found-

ing his power on the firm and folid foundation of

public efteem and public virtue, fuffered no mean

or corroding political jealoufies to enter his bread.

The firft of thefe, promoted, in the progrefs of his

fortunes, to the Chief Jufticemip of England, and

the title of Earl of Mansfield, was educated in fen-

timents by no means favorable to his political ad-

of no ufe unlefs Stone, CrefTet, and Scot, were difmifTed : That,

as he named no particulars, the King had fent the Arehbifhop

of Canterbury and the Lord Chancellor to confer with his Lord-

ihip upon the fubjedl 5 but Lord Harcourt declared, that the

particulars were fit only to be communicated to the King, and

that he would wait on his Majefty with them : That he did fo,

and the fatisfaction he required not being given, the King ap-

pearing to yield a flow and reluctant credit to thefe allegations,

the Earl and Bifhop immediately refigned their offices. It is a

curious circumftance, that, in a conversation which Lord Mel-

combe held with the Duke of Dorfet on the fubjedt. of thefe re-

fignations, it was agreed—" that there mult be a counter-Jiory on

the court fide, or the refigners would run away with the public

opinion." It is fupetfluous to fay, that this counter-Jlory never

appeared. The original appointment of Stone, who was the

intimate friend of Murray, the Solicitor General, was extremely

difagreable to the late Prince of Wales, who was accuftomed, as

the Princefs related to Lord Melcombe, when affairs went ill,

paffionately to exclaim—" Hew could better be expected when

fuch a Jacobite as Stone was trufted !"

Vol. IL N vancement j
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vancement ; but, from his firft entrance Into public

life, he fufFered no fymptoms of his original attach-

ments to appear, excepting" a certain biafs always

difcernible, throughout all the variations and vi-

cimtudes of his political career, in favor of prero-

gative. His perfon was graceful, the tones of his

voice exquifitely melodious, and his flyle of oratory

clear, dignified, calm, and perfuafive *. To this

hiftorical portrait that of Mr. Pitt may be exhibited

as a juft and ftriking contrail. This celebrated

Statefman was introduced early in life into the

Houfe of Commons, where he foon difiinguifhed

himfelf by the animation of his eloquence and the

fuperiority of his talents. His reply to the politi-

cal veteran Horace Walpole, who had on fome oc-

cafion affecled to mention him with contempt, as

an unpractifed and youthful orator, is not yet for-

gotten : " Whether youth could be juftly imputed

to any man as a reproach, Mr. Pict faid, he mould

not determine; but he would affirm, that the wretch

who, after having feen the confequences of repeated

errors, continues ilill to blunder, and whofe age

has only added obflinacy to ftupidity, deferves not

that his grey hairs mould fecure him from infult

;

and much more is he to be abhorred who, as he

• * The sera fo feelingly anticipated by the Poet is at length

arrived. This Nobleman's career of life and honor is clofed

—

And Murray, long enough his country's pride,

:;o\v no more than Tully or than Hyde.

has
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has advanced in age, has receded from virtue, and

who deliberately devotes the remnant of his life to

the ruin of his country." As a public fpeaker, he

pofTefTed fuch commanding force and energy of

language, as (truck his hearers with aftonifhment

and admiration. The power and effect of his ora-

tory have been compared to " the lightning which

named from heaven, blafting where it fmote, and

withering the nerves of oppofition." His ambi-

tion was open and undifguifed ; but he difdained to

feek the gratification of it by any mean or degrad-

ing compliance. On the contrary, he was pertina-

cious in his opinions, imperious in his deportment,

fearlefs and refolute in his conduct. All attention

to pecuniary confederations he feemed to think be-

neath the dignity of his character, ever maintain-

ing an inviolable integrity in the midft of tempta-

tion *. And in that theatre of political corruption

in

* Two fignal proofs of the difinterefled integrity of Mr. Pitt

in the difcharge of his office, are diftinctly fpecified. On his

acceffion to the poll of Paymafter, he refufed the cuftomary

perquisites of half per cent, on the fubudies voted by Parlia-

ment to the Queen of Hungary, the King of Sardinia, &c.

amounting to an immenfe fum. The King of Sardinia, {truck

with admiration at this conduct, ordered his Ambaffador to

offer the fame fum as a royal prefent to Mr. Pitt ; but this Mr.

Pitt peremptorily, though refpe&fully, refufed, faying, that

he did no more than his duty in paying it entire. The other

faft, equally to the honor of this great man, is, that he would

never appropriate any of the balances of the public money in his

N 2 hands
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in which it was the mamelefs boaft of the Minifter,

that every man had his price, the public virtue of

Mr. Pitt was univerfally acknowleged to be ic pure

as the icicle pendent from Dian's temple."

In the foremoft rank of Statefmen at this period,

likewife, muft be claffed the Secretary at War, Mr.

Fox, afterwards advanced to the Peerage by the

title of Lord Holland. His talents appear, indeed,

lefs brilliant than folid. Long and intimately at-

tached to the connection of the Pelhams, he had,

on ail occafions, diftinguifhed himfelf as a moil

able advocate of the meafures of the prefent admi-

niftration. In common with the other adherents

of that powerful party, he efpoufed with zeal the

antient principles of whiggifm eftablimed at the

Revolution—blended as they were with the courtly

biafs in favor of the new fyftem of policy intro-

duced at the acceflion of the prefent family. His

understanding was vigorous, and his knowlege ex-

tenfive ; and he commanded the attention of the

Houfe not by the fplendor of his eloquence, but

the fuperior weight and force of his obfervations.

Though far from harboring the idea of a political

competition with Mr. Pelham, whom he fupported

with the cordiality rather of friendfhip than of in-

terett, he regarded himfelf, and was univerfally

hands to any purpofes of private emolument, paying them inva-

riably into the Lank of England, and fatisfying himfelf with

the common legal appointments annexed to his office.

regarded,
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regarded, as fecond only in political importance to

the Minifter ; nor, in cafe of a vacancy in the

higheft department of government, did there ap-

pear any probability of acontefl for the pre-emi-

nence—Mr. Pitt at this period, not to mention his

inferior (landing in office, boafling little advantage

over Mr. Fox in the eflimation of the public, and

porTeffing much lefs of the confidence of the Court.

The moll considerable controverfy which took

place in the Houle of Commons, during the feffion

immediately fucceeding the conclufion of the peace,

was occuiioned by fome important innovations in

the annual mutiny bill, particularly the final

claufe, by which martial law was extended to all

officers on half pay, and which, by extending in

the fame proportion the influence of the Crown,

might in its confequences, as the oppofition af-

firmed, prove very dangerous to the Conflitution.

But Mr. Pitt defended the claufe, which was ulti-

mately earned by a confiderable majority, as a ne-

cefiary extenfion of military difcipline—urging, in

order to obviate the alarm of danger, " that the

very exiflence of Englilh liberty mull, and did, ac-

tually depend upon the moderation of the Sove-

reign, and the virtue of the army. To that virtue,

faid he, we trufl even at this hour, fmall as our

army is—to that virtue we mull have trufted in

whatever manner this bill had been modelled ; and

without this virtue mould the Lords, the Com-

N 3 mons,
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mons, and the People of England, entrench them-

felves behind parchment up to the teeth, the

fword will find a pafiage to the vitals of the Confti-

tution." Certainly a more forcible argument could

not be found to demonftrate the neceifity of reduc-

ing that army, and of diminifhing that influence,

which the claufe in queflion was calculated to con-

firm and increafe. At this period, a plan was

formed and carried into execution, chiefly under

the patronage and direction of the Earl of Halifax,

fir ft Lord of Trade and Plantations, for the efta-

blifhment of a colony on the peninfula of Acadie.

By the treaty of Utrecht this peninfula, originally

fettled by the French, was ceded, with the entire

province of Nova Scotia, to the Englifh. But the

fmall town and fortrefs of Annapolis, fituated in

the midfl of the French fettlers, excepted, no trace

appeared of its being an Englifh poflfeflion. By the

plan now adopted, it was determined to found a

city on the oppofite or eaftern fide of the peninfula,

to which the name of Halifax was given, on a fpot

commodioufly fituated, and with the advantage of

a fecure and excellent harbor. This colony, though

viewed by the French with jealous eyes, being pri-

marily defigned for a military ftation, and fub-

jected, by an unpardonable error in the original

plan, to a military and defpotic form of govern-

ment, did not anfwer the high expectations excited

by it : But of late years, in confequence of many

judi-
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judicious regulations and unexpected changes, it

has rifen rapidly in commercial and political im-

portance.

From the firm eflablifhment of peace, the ex-

tenfion of commerce, and the accumulation of

wealth, the public funds, all of which bore the

fame interefl of four per cent, now rofe fo much

above par, as to make it practicable for the Minif-

ter to bring forward a grand meafure of finance,

which, however daring in appearance, was at-

tended with no difficulty in the execution. This was

no other than an improvement of the fcheme for-

merly offered to Parliament by Sir John Bernasd,

to liquidate all the redeemable annuities, compre-

hending almofl the whole of the public debts, by

an immediate payment of the principal. This pro-

pofal was, however, attended with an alternative

which the Minifler well knew it was the interefl of

the flock-holder to accept. An option was allowed

by the act either to receive the entire amount of

the debt at par, i. e. at a difcount of more than

thirty per cent, below the actual transfer price, or

to confent to a reduction of the interefl from four

to three and a half per cent, for feven years, and

afterwards to remain at three per cent. This had

all the effect and operation of a tax of twenty. five,

per cent, upon the public funds, and it was a blow

molt feverely felt by very many families in the

middle clanes of life, whofe property was confided

N 4 to
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to the faith of government. Yet no violation of

the public faith could be pretended ; for, in con*

formity to the original terms of the agreement, the

perpetual annuities were at all times redeemable by

the government at par. A very great proportion,

therefore, of the public creditors affented, how-

ever reluctantly, to the terms of the Minifter,

The three great chartered Companies, neverthelefs,

and various individual proprietors of flock, to the

amount of eight or ten millions, refufed to fub-

fcribe. But Mr. Pelham, encouraged by the ge-

neral fuccefs of his project, now affirmed an higher

tone ; and he declared that, as they had fuffered

the time prefcribed by the act to elapfe, they

fhould no longer be admitted to take advantage of

the terms originally offered. But, that their ob-

ftinacy and ignorance might not be too rigoroufiy

punifhed, he would now propofe a fecond fubfcrip-

tion, in which the reduction of the intereft from

three and a half to three per cent, mould take

place at the end of five years. Upon reconfidera-

tion, the Bank, the Eafl India Company, and

South Sea Company, and the individual proprie-

tors who had concurred with them, and were pro-

bablv influenced by their authority to reject with

difdain the former propofition, unanimoufly thought

proper to accept of the favor and indulgence now

offered ; and the plan of the Minifter was carried

into complete execution, not only with reputation

but
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but triumph. But it is remarkable, that no effort

was at any time made by Mr. Pelham for the re*

eftablifhment of the finking fund, as originally

propofed by Sir Robert Walpole, a meafure ofmuch

greater efficacy, though of lefs eclat
9
than this boafled

fcheme of reduction.

About this time, an Act of Parliament alfo pafied

for the encouragement of the Britifh Fimeries, by

which a company was incorporated, in order to

carry into effect the purpofes of the aft. But as

the veffels defigned to rendezvous at the found of

Braffa were, according to this project, to be fitted

out at the port of London, to mention no other of

its numerous defects, it was clearly forefeen, and

peremptorily foretold, that the fcheme would prove

abortive. Various efforts have fmce been made, at

different times, to revive the public attention to

this national concern, but with little fuccefs. And
it yet remains for fome future able and patriotic

Minifter to adopt a grand and comprehenfive plan,

for the accomplifhment of this mofl important and

laudable object. Had a tenth part of the immenfe

funis diffipated and fquandered in Italian and Ger-

man fubfidies been employed in erecting towns,

forming canals, building veffels, and procuring

implements, in order to carry on the fimeries to

advantage upon the fpot, the Highlands of Scotland

might, at this day, have exhibited a fmiling fcene

of induftry and plenty, inftead of prefenting to our

5 view
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view the cheerlefs afpect of poverty and wretched-

nefs, or rather the hideous picture of folitude and

defolation.

Philip V. of Spain, whofe partiality to France

feemed to increafe with increafing years, being

now deceafed, and his fon and fucceffor Ferdinand

cherifhing a fincere defire to maintain a perfect

amity with Great Britain, a treaty or convention

was this year concluded at Madrid, between Don
jofeph de Carvajal, the Spanifh Minifter, and Mr
Keene, the Englifh Envoy, by which the points

referred to the decifion of Commiffaries, by the

peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, were finally terminated,

and the commercial privileges of the Englifh nation

fully reflored. No mention, however, and much

lefs any direct renunciation, was made of the right

of fearch claimed by the Spaniards, ancKwhich was

the original caufe of the war. And when this

omimon was ftrongly urged by the oppofition in

Parliament, as inconfiflent with the pofitive decla-

ration of the two Houfes at the commencement of

the war, who concurred in an addrefs to theThrone,

that no treaty of peace with Spain fliould be ad-

mitted unlefs fuch renunciation mould be firft

obtained as a preliminary, Mr. Pitt, who had been

a flrenuous advocate for this addrefs, offered an

apology for his conduct:, as a Minifter of the

Crown concurring in the meafures now the fub-

ject of cenfure, fomewhat novel and fmgular, " He
acknow-
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acknowleged that he had contended ftrongly for

the addrefs alluded to, becaufe at that time', being

young and fanguine, he thought it right and rea-

fonable. But he was now ten years older, had

confidered matters more coolly, and was convinced

that the privilege of no fearch with refpect to Bri-

tifli veffels failing near the American more, would

never be obtained unlefs Spain fhould be brought

fo low as to acquiefce in any terms we, as victors,

might propofe," This was a virtual vindication of

the conduct and principles of the late Minifler, Sir

Robert Walpole, in his negotiations with Spain,

againft which Mr. Pitt had fo often and fo elo-

quently declaimed ; and fuch an avowal could only

be regarded as an involuntary fpecies of homage

paid to the memory of that fagacious and able

Statefman.

In the courfe of the prefent fummer, 1750,

died Don Juan V. King of Portugal ; a Prince not

deflitute of ability, but tainted with a wretched

fpirit of bigotry and perfecution. He was fuc-

ceeded by his fon Don Jofeph, at whofe accefiion

the Infanta Ifabella became heirefs of the crown.

And, in order to preferve the fceptre of Portugal

in the Houfe of Braganza, this Princefs, by virtue

of a Papal difpenfation, was married to her uncle

the Infant Don Pedro, brother to the King ; the

firfl iiTue pf which nuptials, Jofeph Xavier, Prince

of Brazilj while of an age yet immature, was, by

a fimi-
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a fnnilar alliance—an alliance at which nature and

cuftom equally revolt— married to his aunt Donna
Maria, filler to Ifabella, the prefent Queen.

In confequence of the death of his Royal High-

nefs the Prince of Wales, a Bill was prefented by

the Duke of Newcaftle to the Houfe of Peers (May

175 1 ), to provide for the adminiftration of govern-

ment, in cafe the crown mould defcend to a minor:

And the Princefs Dowager of Wales was appointed

Regent of Great Britain and Ireland, affilted by a

council compofed of the great Officers of State,

the Duke of Cumberland prefiding at the head.

This was a hazardous and dangerous plan, which,

had it been carried into effect, would have laid the

foundation of a divided and diffracted government.

Happily, however, the King lived till his fucceffor

attained to the age of majority, and the regency

bill, which was juftly and ftrongly oppofed in Par-

liament, funk unnoticed into filence and oblivion.

Amongft the moil remarkable bills of the prefent

Seffion was that introduced by the Earl of Chefter-

field, for the reformation of the Calendar, not-

withstanding the previous and avowed difapproba*.

tion of the Duke of Newcaftle, who declared hint-

felf " averfe to difturb that which was at reft; add-

ing, that he did not love new-fangled things,'*

The bill, however, was received with general ap-

plaufe, and was fupported in the Houfe of Peers by

the Earl of Macclesfield, with a difplay of profound

and
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and fdentific knowlege which reflected upon that

Nobleman the highefl honor, as the fucceffor to

the chair of Newton, and Prefident of the mod
learned fociety in Europe. The Julian computa-

tion of time, either from ignorance or negligence,

fuppofing a complete folar revolution to be effected

in the precife period of three hundred and fixty-

five days and fix hours, made no provifion for the

apparently trifling deficiency of eleven minutes,

which however, in the lapfe of eighteen centuries,

amounted to a difference of eleven days. A reform-

ation of the Calendar had been accomplifhed in

the fixteenth century, under the aufpices of Pope

Gregory XIII. ; but the authority of the Roman
Pontiff extending over the Catholic countries only,

the ancient computation (till continued in ufe in

England and the other northern kingdoms. But

by the bill now introduced, it was decreed that the

new year mould begin, in conformity to the Gre-

gorian reform, on the fir (I of January, and that

eleven intermediate nominal days, between the

fecond and fourteenth of September 1752, mould

be omitted, fo that the day fucceeding the fecond,

mould be denominated the fourteenth of that

month —an alteration not lefs favorable to com-

mercial than to aftronomical accuracy and preci-

fion.

Frederic, King of Sweden, and Landgrave of

Ileiie Caflel, dying at this period, was fucceeded,

agreably
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agteably to the convention formerly made with

Ruffia, by Adolphus Frederic, Duke of Holftein

Eutin, Bifhop of Lubec—married to the filler of

his Pruffian Majefty. This Prince, on his acceffion

to the throne, took a voluntary oath in full fenate

that he would never attempt to introduce a defpotic

authority, but would maintain their liberties with

his blood, and govern his fubjecls in all refpecls

according to the laws and form of government

eflablifhed in Sweden. This declaration was pecu-

liarly acceptable to the Court of St. Peterfburg,

which had entertained jealous apprehenfions that

the intrigues of the French and Pruffian factions^

for changing the form of government, were coun-

tenanced and fupported by the fucceubr—and had

actually affembled an army on the frontiers of Fin-

land, which menaced Sweden with invafion ; de-

claring, at the fame time, her firm refolution to

maintain inviolate that conftitution of which fhe

was the guarantee. By this complaifant, or rather

fubmiffive, conduct, the harmony between the two

countries appeared firmly confolidated. The poli-

tical deprefficn of Sweden, which was the neceflary

confequence of the radical defects of her govern-

ment, was in the higheft degree favorable to the

ambitious defigns of Ruffia ; and, in conformity to

the fame infidious and intercfted policy, the Court

of St. Peterfburg will fuffer no improvement of the

anarchic conftitution of Poland. A violent mifun-

derflanding
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derftanding between the two Courts of Peterfburg

and Berlin was the refult of their oppofing politics

relative to the affairs of Sweden— his Pruffian Ma-

jefty declaring his determination to defend that

kingdom with his whole force, in cafe of an attack

fromRuflia; and the AmbafTadors on each fide

were recalled. This mifunderflanding, heightened

by mutual criminations and reproaches into the

moll bitter animofity, after an interval of fome

years, terminated in open rupture : And the King

of Pruffia was taught, by fatal experience, to repent

the grofs and wanton provocations by which he

had ventured to excite the refentment of the Cza-

rina. It is worthy of remark, that the fubfidies

received, during the courfe of his reign from Eng-

land, by the late King of Sweden in the mere capa-

city of Landgrave of Hefle Caffel, on an accurate

computation, amounted to the aftoniffiing fum of

one million two hundred and forty-nine tho ; ';fand

fix hundred and ninety-nine pounds fterling "-. In

the courfe of this year, 1751, alfo died Louifa,

Queen of Denmark, youngeft daughter of his Bri-

tannic Majefly, a Princefs endowed with every

* Soon after the death of the King of Sweden, Prince Fre-

deric of Heffe Caffel, who had, in j 740, efpoufed the Princefs

Mary, third daughter of the King of England, thought fit to

renounce his religion, and declare himfelf a Roman Catholic,

to the great injury of the Protectant intereft in the Empire,

and the general regret of the Englim nation and the Protectants

throughout Europe.

graceful
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graceful and amiable accomplifliment, and defefv-*

edly dear to the Danifli Monarch and nation*

Nearly at the fame time, the United Provinces fuf-

tained a public lofs by the death of his Serene High*

nefs the Prince of Orange, who leaving only an

infant fon, the adminiftration of the government

devolved upon the Princefs of Orange, as gover-

nante, during the minority, in which ftation me
conducted affairs with much prudence and ability.

When the Parliament met in November (175 1),

the King informed them that he had, in conjunc-

tion with the States General, whofe intimate union

and friendmip with England had been in no degree

impaired by the unfortunate death of the Stadt-

holder, concluded treaties with the Electors of Ba-

varia and Saxony, in addition to thofe fubfifting

with the Electors of Mentz and Cologne; and

another was foon afterwards happily adjufted with

the Hector Palatine ; and the vail funis which thefe

Princes demanded as the purchafe of their friend-

fhip were cheerfully and loyally voted at the requi-

fition of the Court. The immediate object of thefe

alliances was to fecure a majority of the voices of

the Electoral College, in the view of an approach-

ing election of a King of the Romans in the perfon

of the Archduke Jofeph, eldeft fon of the Empe-

ror : For this Prince having yet fcarcely pafTed the

years of infancy, it was reafonably to be appre-

hended, that this favorite project might, in the

execution.
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Execution, be attended with embarrafTment and

difficulty. A vigorous, however, if not a formi-

dable refiftance was made in the Houfe of Com-

mons to the ratification of thefe treaties by Parlia^

jnent. For fome years pall Lord Egmont had

been regarded as the head of the anti-couriiers—

a

Nobleman whofe knowlege and talents were confi-

derably above mediocrity, but whofe oppofition

was too palpably indifcriminate and perfonal ; and

the voice of the minority in the Houfe of Commons

was no longer the voice of the majority of the peo*

pie. This was an occafion, however, which fur-

nifhed his Lordfhip with a wide fcop'e for argument

as well as invective. " He declared him.felf an

enemy to all fubfidy-treaties in time of peace.

The views and circumftances of Princes and States

were perpetually changing, and their decifions

would ever be influenced by prefent interefts, and

not pall obligations, of which, he faid, we had

full proof during the J.afl war in the conduct of the

Danes and Heffians, the former of whom deferted

us, and the latter had actually engaged again!! us.

By entering into treaties of this nature, without the

previous authority of Parliament, he acknowleged

the Houfe was indeed reduced to a difagreable di-

lemma—they mufl either expofe their Sovereign to

the contempt of foreign powers, or they mufl fa-

crifice the interefts of their conftituents by impofing

unnecelTary burdens upon the country. But of

Vol. II. O two
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two evils he would chafe the leaft, by refufing the

fubfidies, and endeavor to vindicate the honor of

the Sovereign by puni filing thofe Minifters who
advifed fuch pernicious meamres." Sir John

Hynde Cotton forcibly remarked, that France was

one of the guarantees of the treaty of Weftphalia,

and confequently of the liberties and conftitution

of the German Empire ; arsd our thus granting

fubfidies to the Electors will furnifli her with a

plaufible pretext for afferting that the liberties of

the Empire are invaded by means of bribery and

corruption ; and may incite her to affume the cha-

racter of the defender of the Germanic Conftitu-

tion againll fuch fcandalous attempts* With re-

gard, therefore, to the election of a King of the

Romans, he was of opinion that the German

Princes ought to be left entirely to themfelves j

and that the wifeft courfe England could take was,

by the eftablifhment of an ceconomical fyftem and

the effectual reduction of the national debt, to pre-

pare for a future war whenever a real and national

neceffity to engage in a war mould be proved to

exift." It was alfo urged, in the courfe of the de-

bate, that motives of policy no lefs than of occo-

nomy militated againft the granting of thefe fub-

fidies ; for, when we have taken the whole Elec-

toral College into pay, they will certainly, for the

fake of having the fubfidies renewed and continued,

put off from time to time, on fuch pleas as can

3 never
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tiever be wanting, the election until the death of

the prefent Emperor ; for, mould the election be

once made, the fubfidies will of courfe ceafe. By

the officious and invidious interpofition of Great

Britain, it was affirmed to be too probable that

an inteftine war in the Empire might be not

prevented, as was alleged by the 'partizans of the

Court, but excited: For the other two Col-

leges of the Diet would certainly join with

France in protefting againil the validity of an elec-

tion fo circumftanced ; in which cafe, it might be

reafonably expected that fome of the Electors them-

felves, who now fo readily accepted our bribes,

might be bribed to acl; againft us. The goodnefs of

his Majefty's intentions no one prefumed to doubt

;

but to compliment, in the mode now propofed,

the depth of his wifdom, or the extent of his pene-

tration, would be ridiculous. As to that " union

with his allies," on which fuch ftrefs feemed to be

laid in his Majefty's fpeech from the throne, it was

certainly very defirable if it could be effected with-

out facrificing the true interests of the nation : But

there could be no fufficient reafon for purchafirig

their friendmip by extravagant fubfidies, at a time

when we had fo little money to fpare, fince this

union mud always be a matter of much more im-

portance to them than to us, England mould at

all times be flow and cautious of intermeddling in

the affairs of the Continent, if we wifhed to avoid

O 2 exciting
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exciting refentments and jealoufies. Were the li-

berties of Europe at this or any other crifis really-

endangered, the powers of the Continent would no

doubt folicit with eagernefs our affiftance ; whereas,

we were now giving them bribes for permiffion to

interpofe when there was no reafon to believe that

the Empire at large were defirous of our interfer-

ence, or would be benefited by it." The fyitem of

policy adopted by the Englifh Court was not,

however, to be fhaken by fuch frivolous argu-

ments j and after an inextricable tiflue of nego-

tiations and intrigues, mod afliduoufly carried on

with the different German Princes, the Elector of

Mentz, Chancellor of the Empire, at length con-

voked an Electoral Diet. But the King of Pruflia,

Elector of Brandenburg, who had, on the nrfl in-

dication of this defign, inanifeited his diflike and

difapprobation, now publicly oppofed it with the

utmofl vehemence and pertinacity. " lie declared

the election in contemplation to be contrary to the

laws and conilitution of the Empire, as promul-

gated in the Golden Bull, and confirmed by the

treaty of Wellphalia, from which the Electoral

College had no right to depart. In the cafes only

of long abfence, continued indifpofition, or acci-

dental emergency, which could not now be pre-

tended to exift, did trie Imperial capitulations ad-

mit the lawfulnefs of proceeding to the election of

a King of the Romans during the lifetime of the

Emperor.
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Emperor. And, mould the Imperial Crown de-

volve to a minor, he affirmed, that many mifchiefs

and diforders mult neceflarily enfue, as the Confu-

tations of the Empire had eftablimed no regency

for the government of it in a cafe unknown to all

preceding times, but had only appointed Vicars dur-

. ing an actual vacancy of the Imperial Throne. That

an election in thefe circumftances would be incom-

patible with the Germanic liberties, and with the

fundamental privileges of the Princes and States of

the Empire—that the Imperial dignity would be

virtually changed from an elective to an hereditary

fucceflion, perpetuated in one family, which mud
thus be aggrandized to the prejudice of its co-

eftates, and the manifeft fubverfion of the Conftitu-

tion of the Empire." In confequence of thefe fpi-

rited remonflrances of the Prufiian Monarch, feve-

ral of the Electors feemed to waver in their opi-

nion, the King of France alfo folemnly protefting,

" that although, for the fake of peace, he would

not oppofe this election, contrary as it was to

the Golden Bull, provided it fhould be confirmed

by the unanimous confent of the Electoral College;

yet fhould any one of the Members fignify his dif-

fent, and claim the protection of France, he could

not refufe granting his afliflance, as guarantee of

the treaty of Weftphalia." Attempts having been

in vain made to foften the King of Pruffia, the

Courts of Vienna and London wgre at length com-

O 3 pellecl
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pelled to defifl from the profecution of their defign^

though their Imperial Majedies could not refrain

from difpiaying marks of the bittereft refentment

'at the conduct of the Pruflian Monarch ; and were

evidently watching, with eager anxiety, for a favor-

able opportunity of revenge. The determined and

refolute oppofition of the King of Pruma to this

meafure, which he pafTes over, in the Hiftory of his

Times, in deep and myfterious filence, feems bed:

accounted for by the prevalent fufpicion that, in

cafe of the demife of the Emperor, he harbored a

fecret defign of offering himfelf as a candidate for

the Imperial Throne. And it is probable, that a

knowlege or perfuafion of the afpiring views of the

Pruflian Monarch principally incited the Court of

Vienna to urge with fuch perfeyering ardor a pro-

ject fo irregular and invidious. At this period, the

Courts of Berlin and London were fcarcely lefs at

variance than thofe of Vienna and Berlin ; and the

King of Pruma openly expreffed his refentment

of the conduct of the King of England, " who

had, by the influence of Englifh fubfidies, embar-

raffed and embroiled the affairs of Germany, in

which he had no right to interfere."

A profound tranquillity at this time prevailed

throughout the ifland of Gre;>t Britain j and the

attention of the Minifter feemed, by a perfect no-

velty in politics, to be wholly engroffed in devif-

jng and bringing forward, for the difcumon and

appro-
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approbation of Parliament, plans and propofals for

the public good, Arnongft other laudable and li-

beral projects, a bill, of a nature not very import-

ant indeed, was introduced and paffed in the Seffion

of 1753, permitting the naturalization, under cer-

tain reitri&ions, of perfons born out of the realm,

profeffing the Jewifli religion *, it being fuppofed,

or at lead hoped, that fuch a meafure would ope-

rate as an inducement to opulent foreigners of that

perfuafion to remove with their efiecls to Great

Britain, to the obvious increafe of the national

commerce, credit, and profperity. A mod abfurd

and unexpected alarm, however, was taken by the

public at this juft and beneficial meafure ; and it

was afferted, that this adoption of vagrant yews

into the community, and inverting them with the

rights of denizens, would rob the natives of their

birth-right—would tend to deprive them, by fetting

up a rivallhip of intereft and induftry, of the means;

of employment—would endanger the Conflitution

in Church and State, and would be an indelible

reproach to the legiflature of a Chriftian nation.

It was even affirmed, by fome heated enthufiafts,

that this act was an impious attempt to invalidate

the Scriptural proprieties, which declare that the

* This famous bill of naturalization gave no greater privileges

to thofe who might be defirous of taking the advantage of it,

than to Jews who were born in England, which are much infe-.

rior to thofe which they enjoy in many other countries,

4 Jews
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Jews fhall be a fcattered people, poffemng no fixe4

or fettled habitation until their converfion to Chrif-

tianity, and their confequent reftoration to the

promifed land ; though it certainly could not be

pretended, that the nations of the earth are en-

joined, by any precept of Chriftiunity, to treat the

Jews with injuftice or inhumanity, in order to en-

fure the accomplifhment of this prophefy. In the

enfuing Sefiion, however, the clamor continuing,

and even increafing, the bill was repealed, as one

of thofe neceffary facrifices which wifdom is occa-

sionally compelled to offer at the altar of prejudice

'and folly. This was one of the lad aels of Mr.

Pelham's adminiftration — that Minifter dying,

March 1754, in the meridian of his life, reputation,

and ufefulnefs. Re&itude of underftanding and

difpofition feems to fcave conftituted his leading

characleriftic. Whatever appears erroneous in his

conduct proceeded chiefly from the imperfection

and abfurdity of that general fyftem of politics,

which he found too firmly eftablifhed to be, with-

out an effort too mighty, fufceptible of any mate-

rial alteration *. But the many excellent acts

paffed

* In a confidential conversation with Mr. Pelham, Lord Mel-

combe tells us that this Minifter opened to him the bottom of his

politics—" that he had a great regard for all Europe, but did

not trouble himfelf much about it ; that his concern was to keep

things on a right foot at home ; that he was at this period

chicfi)' felicitous to have a thorough Whig Parliament chofen,

which



K. GEORGE II. 2ot

paffed under his influence and patronage, plainly

indicate an unremitted attention to the intereft, and

a fincere and earned defire to promote the happi-

nefs, of his country. His genius was not of an en-

terprifing cad, and, when occasionally urged to

adopt more bold and vigorous meafures of politi-

cal reform, he was accuflorned to anfwer, " that

things would laft his time." And the general te-

nor of his conduct mewed, that he was lefs anxious

to avoid the cenfure of timidity than of rafhnefs.

He lived and died efteemed and lamented, both by

the Sovereign and the nation*. Mr. Legge, a man

of

which would make the remainder of his Majefty's life eafy, and

would fettle the young Prince upon the throne fo as to fecure

him the profpeft of a profperous reign. If they would let him

do this, he was at their fsrvice ; if not, he could be contented

to be a private man as well as another. Touching upon the

fubhdies attending the eleclion of a King of the Romans, Mr.

Pelhams face Jell, and he grew very uneafy upon it ; and ex-

prefTed much diflike of the way it was conducted. He faid he

was always againft thofe fubfidies ; that his idea was, that, if

the diflentient Electors would give in the ultimatum of their de-

mands, and perform the conditions before they received the re-

ward ; then, indeed, when we were fure of our bargain, it

might be worth confidering whether it were prudent to pay the

price ; but to be buying one Eleftor after another was what he

ABHORREp: It mutt have an end, and he had declared fo in

parliament.''

* To the mild and amiable character of this juftly valued

Minitter,
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of honor and capacity, after a fhort interval, fuc-

ceeded Mr. Pelham as Chancellor of the Exche-

quer. The Seals being configned to Sir Thomas

Robinfon, formerly AmbafTador at the Court of

Vienna, a Minifter of very moderate political at-

tainments, and little converfant in parliamentary

intrigues and conflicts, the poll of firft Lord of the

Treafury was occupied by the Duke of Newcaftle.

But it foon appeared how unequal were the talents

of this Nobleman to the talk of government, when

deprivedof the aiTiflance ofthe counfellorand co-adju-

tor with whom he had been ever united in the ftrictefl

bands of political and fraternal amity. And the

firft remarkable incident of his adminiftration too

plainly (hewed that public meafures were no longer

actuated by the wife and beneficent counfels of Mr.

Pelham. Dr. Cameron, brother to the celebrated

Cameron of Lochiel, had been engaged in the re-

bellion of 1745, and, after the decifive victory of

Culloden, had effected his efcape to the Continent,

Notwithstanding his being attainted by act of Par-

liament, he ventured, after an interval of nine

years, to return incognito to Scotland, in order tq

Minifter, Mr. Pope has paid an elegant tribute of applaufe irj

pne of his poetic Epiilles :

*' Pleas'd let me own in Efher's peaceful grove,

Where Kent and Nature vie for Pelham 's love,

"The fcene, the mailer, opening to my view,

I fit and dream I fee my Craggs anew."

tranfacl;
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iranfact certain affairs of great confequence, but of

a nature entirely private and perfonal—relying, in

cafe of exigence, with fatal indifcretion, on the

mildnefs and equity of the Britifh government, now

raifed far above the apprehenfion of danger, on the

temper of the times, and the general refpeclability

of his own character. Being, however, by fome

means difcovered, he was apprehended and brought

to his trial at the Old Bailey ; and his perfon being

legally identified, he was convi&ed, and fuffered

the death of a traitor with admirable firmnefs and

refignation. It is remarkable, that even the popu-

lace were melted into tears at the melancholy fpec-

tacle of his execution
;
generoufly lamenting the

exceffive rigor of his fate ; which can never be jus-

tified upon any public principles of neceffity or uti-

lity, and which bears the odious afpect of an act

pf obdurate and fanguinary revenge. A far more

confpicuous proof, however, of the rafhnefs and

incapacity of the prefent adminiflration, appeared

in the haughty tenor of their conduct reflecting the

Parliament of Ireland, in an affair of great delicacy

and importance—unmindful that the harp, emble-

matic of this kingdom, produces by means of foft

and gentle touches only its genuine harmony. In

the year 1749, a conhderable furplus remaining in

the Irifli Exchequer, the Houfe of Commons in

that country, conceiving that they had an un-

doubted right to appropriate fudh furplus to na-

tional
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tional purpofes, prepared heads of a bill with that

defign, to which was affixed the following pream-

ble: " Whereas, on the 25th of March laft, a

confiderable balance remained in the hands of the

Vice-Treafurers, or Receivers-General, of the

kingdom, or their deputy or deputies, unapplied ;

and it will be for your Majefty's fervice, and for

the eafe of your faithful fubjects in this kingdom,

that fo much thereof as can be conveniently fpared

fhould be paid, agreably to your Majefty's mod
gracious intention, in discharge of part of the na-

tional debt," &c. &c. On the tranfmiffion of this

bill to England, it was affirmed, by the warm par-

tizans of prerogative in the Council, that the Com-

mons of Ireland had no right to apply any part of

the unappropriated revenue, nor even to take into

confideration the propriety of fuch appropriation,

without the previous confent of the Crown, for-

mally and explicitly declared. In the enfuing Sef-

fion of Parliament therefore, A. D. 1751, the Duke

of Dorfet, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, informed

the two Houfes of Parliament, in his fpecch from

the throne, that he was commanded by the King-

to acquaint them, that his Majefly, ever attentive

to the eafe and happinefs of his fubjedls, would

gracioufly confent and recommended it to them, that

fuch a part of the money then remaining in his

treafury as fhould be thought confident with the

public fervices, be appliecj toward* the farther re-

duction
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sjta&ion of the national debt. The Commons of

Ireland, aflonifhed at this procedure of the Court,

and tremblingly alive in a cafe which fo nearly

concerned their privileges, omitted, in their ad-

drefs of thanks, all mention of his MajenVs confenty

and only acknowleged his gracious attention to

their eafe and happinefs, in recommending to them

the application of the furplus. And in the fubfe-

quent bill framed for this purpofe, in which one

hundred and twenty thoufand pounds was appro-

priated to the difcharge of the public debt, the

fame omifTion was obfervable. The Minifters in

England, highly offended with this contumacious

conduct, returned the bill with an alteration in the

preamble, fignifying his Majefly's confent as welt

as approbation. And the Irifh Houfe of Com-

mons, unwilling to rifk the confequences of a feri-

ous rupture, paifed the bill without farther notice.

So far had the mifunderftanding between the

Crown and Parliament of Ireland proceeded pre-

vious to the death of Mr. Pelham, and thus might

it have for ever reded, had not the evil genius of

the prefent Minifter fuggefted the neceffity of fup-

porting the honor of government, by pofitive direc-

tions to the Duke of Dorfet, in opening the Sef-

fion of the prefent year, to repeat the exprefiion

of his Majefly's gracious confent, in mentioning the

furplus of the public money. The Houfe, in their

addrefs. not only again omitted the obnoxious

word
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word confcnt, but the former expreffions of grateful

acknowlegement : And the bill of appropriation

was tranfmitted to England, entirely diverted of

the ufual complimentary preamble, which the Mi-

nifters of the Crown in England, in their great

wifdom, thought fit thus to fupply—" And your

Majefty, ever attentive to the eafe and happinefs of

your faithful fubjecls, has been gracioufly pleafed

to fignify that you would ccnfenf, and to recom-

mend it to us that fo much of the money remain-

ing in your Majefly's treafury as mould be necef-

fary, be applied to the difcharge of the national

debt, or fuch part thereof as fhould be thought ex-

pedient by Parliament." On the return of the

bill, the whole nation feemed animated by the

fpirit of refiftance, and, notwithflanding the utmoft

ejlbrts of the Court, the bill, thus amended, was

thrown out by a majority of five voices, and the

victory of the oppofition was celebrated by uni-

verfal rejoicings. In revenge, all thofe who voted

againfl the bill holding public employments were

immediately difmiffed. But the rejection of the bill

occafioning a great ftagnation in the ufual courfe of

circulation, and the clamor of the public rifing

high agairift the government, it was thought pro-

per and neceffary, by an humiliating conceflion,

to devote the furplus to the difcharge of the debt in

virtue of a royal letter. Thus was the dignity of

government, which ought never to be lightly or

capri*
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capricioufly committed, moil fenfibly wounded.

Ireland was taught to know her own ftrength and

importance, and the firil fymptoms of that high

and haughty fpirit of independence were now dis-

cernible, which have fmce produced fuch mighty

effeas.

If England, at this period, exhibited, by the

clamorous oppofition of almoft all ranks of people

to the Jew bill, plain indications that the fpirit of

fanaticifm was by no means extinguished in the

nation, the fame fpirit operated, at the fame time,

in France, in a manner much more ferious and

alarming. Under a delufive veil of feftivity, pomp,

and fplendor, the Court of Verfailles, during the

whole of the reign of Louis XIV. and particularly

the latter years of it, concealed a molt unrelenting

and fanguinary fpirit of bigotry and perfecution.

This fpirit difplayed itfelf not merely in the favage

folly of that policy by which he attempted the ex-

tirpation of the Proteilants, but alfo in his treat-

ment of fuch of the Catholics themfelves as pre-

fumed, in any refpe£t, to deviate from the efta-

blifhed dogmas of the Romiih church. About the

middle of the lad; century, a very celebrated trea-

tife, under the title of Auguftinus, had been written

by Cornelius Janfen, Bifhop of Ypres, on the ab-

flrufe theological topics of grace, predeftination,

X|ld free will, in which he explains thofe tenets in

a mode different from that ufually adopted and

maintained
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maintained in the fchools,but perfectly confonant,nf

this reverend and learned Prelate alleged, to the

divine and apoflolic doctrine of the great St. Auftin.

jflLs this novel, and therefore rafh explication, how-

ever, very nearly accorded with that of Calvin and

the other leading reformers of the Protectant

churches, it excited great alarm and indignation

;

and the book was repeatedly cenfured, at different

and diflant intervals of time, by the intervention and

authority of the Papal chair. Neverthelefs, the par-

tisans and admirers of this famous treatife, who were

now diftinguifhed by the name of Janfenifts, feemed

continually to increafe ; and it was at length

thought neceffary, by a bull iffued by Pope Cle-

ment XI. at the beginning of the prefent century,

with all the terrific accompaniments of pontifical

authority, folemnly to declare, " that all the faith-

ful ought to condemn as heretical, not only with

their mouths, but in their hearts," certain fpeci-

fied proportions extracted from the book of Janfe-

nius. This conftitution was received by the Gal-

lican church, and promulgated by the King's com-

mand and authority. But this bull, far from ter-

minating, only aggravated and inflamed the dif-

pute ; and converted it from a theological to a po-

litical controverfy. The Clergy in general, and

more efpecially the Jefuits, were eager and zealous

in their efforts to fupport the dignity of the Romifki

See, and to enforce the acceptance of the Papal

bull.
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bull. On the other hand, the Parliaments of the

kingdom, and particularly the Parliament of Paris,

embraced every opportunity to exprefs their con-

tempt and hatred of the bull and its partizans.

The Archbifhop of Paris, a haughty and turbulent

Prelate, flood forth at this period as the champion

of the Church, and encouraged and commanded

the Clergy to deny the facraments in articulo mortis

to all perfons refufing to fubfcribe the bull Unige-

nitus *. Divers ecclefraftics adhering to this

injunction, were apprehended by authority of tha

Parliament, for their contumacious and illegal

conduct. Severe cenfures were parted upon the

Archbifhop, and a profecution actually commenced

againfl: the Bifhop of Orleans j when a mandate

from the Court was ifiued, prohibiting all farther

proceedings in thefe matters. The Parliament, in

return, prefented a fpirited remonflrance to the

throne, declaring it to be their indifpenfable duty

and privilege to denounce and execute judgment

on all delinquents. And, on the renewal of the

royal command, they framed new remonftrances,

to which the King refufed to reply, referring

them to his former peremptory declaration. Upon
which the Parliament refolved " that the different

chambers fhould remain affembled, but that all

bufmefs fhould be fufpended while, by the praclifes

* By this appellation the bull was univerfaUy known, the term

Umgenitus being the firft word contained in it.

Vol. II. P of
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of evil-minded perfons, truth was prevented from

reaching the throne." Another mandate was now

ifTued, ordering the Parliament to revoke this refo-

lution, on pain of the King's high difpleafure ; in-

ftead of which, a fecond refolution was pafTed,

that they could not comply with this injunction

without violating their duty and their oath. Upon

which, Icttres de cachet were immediately ifTued, and

the Members of the Parliament bammed to diftant

parts of the kingdom : And a royal chamber was

inftituted for the intermediate adminiftration of

public juftice* The letters patent for the eftablifh-

ment of this court were, however, according to

the laws and cuftoms of the kingdom, not valid

till they were judicially enregiflered ; and the Par-

liament of Paris being now no more, application

was made to the inferior court of the Chatelet,

which declared its abfolute incompetency for that

purpofe : And the Lieutenant Civile appearing in

the court in order to enforce the regiitery, all the

Counfellors rofe up and retired, leaving on the

table an arret, containing their proteft againft thefe

proceedings : In confequence of which, feveral of

the mod refpectable and fpirited members of this

court were committed to the Baftile. The nation

r»t large was now«-in the higheft degree inflamed

and exafperated at the defpotic conduct of the

Court. The provincial Parliaments prefented bold

remonltrances to the throne, juftihcatory of the

Par-
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Parliament of Paris. The profecutions of the con-

tumacious priefts were every-where continued, and -

things feemed evidently tending to open and gene-

ral revolt, when the Court thought proper to avert

the ftorm by a recal of the Parliament, who pub-

licly re-entered Paris amidft the loudeft acclama-

tions of the peoples And the Archbifhop perfifting

in his former exhortations and directions to the

Clergy, was fent as an exile to Conflans-fous-Cha-

renton. But the wound occafioned by this difienfion

between the Court and Parliament was never radi-

cally healed; and the King, after the lapfe of

about two years, not only recalled the Archbifhop
}

but received, with decided marks of royal appro-

bation, a bull from the Roman Pontiff, in which

thofe who rejected the bull Unigenitas were pioufiy

configned to everlafling damnation, and the rei-

terated refufal of the facraments confirmed by the

authoritative fan&ion of the Holy See. The Par-

liament of Paris regarding this bull as a direcl at-

tack upon the rights of the Gallican church and na-

tion, iifued an arret for its fuppreffion ; upon

which frefh contefts arofe, but the Parliament re-

mained firm, and the Court was finally compelled

to defift from thofe claims and pretenfions, which

it had fo unwifely and unfeafonably agitated. This

memorable ftruggle made a mighty and lading im-

preifion upon the minds of the people. The popu-

larity of the Monarch, formerly diftinguifhed by

P 2 the
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the flattering appellation of Le bien-aime, was for

ever departed. New and interefting ideas began to

revolve in the public mind. The origin of the

controverfy was, in the progrefs of it, forgotten

;

and the recal of the Parliament was not the triumph

of Janfenifm, but of Liberty. The defpotic acts

of the Court were regarded by the nation with

emotions of horror. Various publications, by

writers of the highefh talents, fucceflively appeared,

in which the principles of juft and equitable go-

vernment were explained and illustrated with irre-

fifhible force and energy ; the boldeft fpeculations

were indulged
;

prejudices, the moft deeply rooted,

were fuccefsfully affailed ; an eager and ardent fpi-

rit of refearch was excited ; touched by the wand

of philofophy, the mighty talifman by which the

nation had been fad bound in the fleep of a thou-

fand years, was fuddenly dilfolved ; reafon began

to refume her empire, and an internal revolution

now commenced—a revolution of the mind, which

was pre-ordained, in the gradual and regular pro-

greffion of events, to produce an external revolution

unparalleled for the magnitude of its object, and

the extenl of its confequences, in the annals of

mankind. But, alas ! no unmixed good has ever

yet been the lot of mortals ; and experience too

clearly evinces that truths of the higheft moral and

political importance, when firft fuggefted to men

long bowed down by the iron hand of oppreflion,

and
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and newly awakened to a fenfe of their own rights,

are as flafhes of lightning which irradiate the gloom

with a pale, terrific, and dangerous lullre.

The political contentions, however, which at

this period arofe between the kingdoms of Great

Britain and France, and which terminated in a

long and bloody war, feemed, for fome years, to

abforb all internal and domeftic commotion ; and

the refources of both nations were exhaufted in a

conteft which a very fmall portion of wifdom, had

they been really and mutually difpofed to con-

ciliation, might have fufficed to accommodate. Af-

ter the ceffion of Nova Scotia by the treaty of

Utrecht, the Britifh Colonies in North America

extended along the weflern fhore of the Atlantic

for near a thoufand miles, and, according to the

tenor of the charters granted to the original fet-

tlers, the dominion of the foil was bounded only by

the Pacific Ocean on the oppofite fide of the Conti-

nent. Spain, in whom were veiled the rights at-

tached to the firfl difcovery, advanced claims no

lefs extravagant, and regarded as unwarrantable

ufurpations the fucceflive fettlements of the Englifh

nation. France, which held in contempt the pre-

tenfions both of England and Spain, eftablifhed, at

a more recent period, colonies on the river St.

Laurence to the north, and on the Miflifippi to the

fouth, of the Englifh fettlements : And a fyftema-

tic and artfully concerted plan was formed to con-

P 3 nccl
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nect thefe widely-diftant eftablifhments by the gra-

dual erection of a chain of fortreffes from the lakes

Erie and Ontario, along and beyond the Ohio to

the embouchure of the Mifiifippi. To the rich and

immenfe plains extending on both fides of that vaft

river they gave the appellation of Louifiana ; and

they contended, that the Englifh Colonies were of

right bounded by the range of high lands which

ran parallel to the coaft, at the diflance of one hun-

dred and fifty, or two hundred miles, under the

different names of the Apalachian, Alleghaheny,or

Blue Mountains. The province of Nova Scotia

being ceded to England, according to the ancient

limits of that territory, fruitlefs and endlefs alterca-

tions arofe, as to the import of this expreffion, be-

tween the CommifTaries of the two nations, to

whom the right of fixing <the boundaries of the

rival empires was afligned ; the Englifh claiming

the whole territory as far as the. foutheni bank of

the river St. Laurence^ and the French admitting

their right only to the peniiifula of Acadie. Ano-

ther very ferrous caufe of difpute originated in a

royal charter inconfiderately and injuriouily granted

to certain merchants and adventurers of the city of

London, who affumed the title of the Ohio Com-

pany, of a large trad of ground fituattd on the

banks of the Ohio, with an exclufive privilege of

commerce with the Indian tribes inhabiting thofe

regions. This extraordinary grant excited extreme

difguft



K. GEORGE it 215

difguft in the minds of the Virginian and Penfyl-

vanian traders, who faw themfelves deprived of a

lucrative branch of traffic, and the higheft alarm

amongft the Indian nations, who perceived with

aftonifhment their lands meafured and parcelled out

by Englifh furveyors, as if they, who were the actual

occupants, had neither intereft nor property in

them. And M. du Quefne, Governor of Canada,

declared that he would fuffer no encroachments or

depredations to be made on the Indian tribes under

the protection of the Crown of France. Towards

the latter end of the year 1753, Major Wafhington,

fince fo famous under the name of General Wafh-

ington, was deputed by the government of Virgi-

nia to the French Commandant on the Ohio, to

demand by what authority fortreffes were erected,

and fettlements made, on the territories of the King

of Great Britain ; and to require him immediately

to defilt from the profecution of defigns carried on

in open violation of the treaties fubfifting between

the two Crowns, and totally fubverfive of the har-

mony and good underftanding which his Britannic

Majefty was deiirous to maintain and cultivate with

the Moft Christian King. To this peremptory re-

quifition, which almolt affumed the air and tone

of a menace, the French Officer replied with equal

fpirit, that it was not his province to ipecify the

evidence, and demonftrate the right of the King

P 4 his
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his Sovereign to the lands fituated on the river

Ohio ; but that he would tranfmit his menage to

the Marquis du Quefne, his immediate fuperior.

In the mean time, he declared his total difregard

of the fummons of the Englifh Governor, and

holding his command by virtue of a commiflion

from his General, he was prepared and determined

to maintain the rights, and to fulfil the duties, of

his ftation. A far more ferious remonftrance was,

about the fame time, prefented by the Earl of Al-

bemarle, the Englifh Ambanador at Paris, to the

Court of Verfailles, in which the various caufes of

complaint on the part of England were dated in

very ftrong language. It was declared that, while

the Commiflaries of the two nations were engaged

in adjufling the limits of the two empires, the

French had taken actual poflefiion of the territories

in difpute ; that they had incited the Indians of

Nova Scotia and the French inhabitants of Acadie

to rife in arms againft the Englifh government, and

had aflifted them with veflels and military flores

;

that ads of violence had been repeatedly eiercifed

by the authority or countenance of the French

Governors againft the 'fubje&s of Great Britain

;

and numerous fortreffes erecled with a view to de-

fend their continual and manifeft encroachments

on the territories of his Britannic Majefty : And

his Excellency concluded with demanding the era-

fure of the forts, the reititution of the perfons and

properties
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properties of all thofe who had been captured, and

an unequivocal affurance that effectual care fhould

be taken, by the molt pofitive inftru&ions to the

French Commandants in America, to prevent any

fnnilar caufes of complaint in future. The French

Court not being yet prepared, or not having yet

refolved to rifk an open rupture with Great Britain,

replied to this memorial in terms civilly evafive,

and engaged that inquiries fhould be made, and

inftructions tranfmitted to America to obviate all

mifunderftanding ; and feveral Britifh fubje&s,

traders and others, feized by the French on various

pretences, were actually difmiffed.

On the laft day of May 1754, the Parliament,

newly elected, was opened by commiffion, and, in

the fpeech delivered by the Lord Chancellor, the

two Houfes were informed, that his Majefty did

not at that time think it neceffary to call theii at-

tention to the general ftate of the nation, referving

all difcuffions of this nature to the ufual time of

their affembling in the winter ; and, on the fifth of

June, the Lords Commiflioners prorogued the Par-

liament. Notwithstanding this apparent indiffer-

rence, the Court of London confiding little in the

fpecicus and artful profeflions of the Court of Ver-

failles, iffued orders to the Englifh Governors in

America to repel force by force, and to take effec-

tual meafures to diflodge the French from their

fettlements on the Ohio, where they flill continued

1 their
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their hoflilities and encroachments. A congrefs

being appointed at Albany, confiding of Commif-

fioners from the different colonies, to which the

chieftains of the Indian nations bordering on the

Ohio were invited, it foon appeared, though they

refufed not to accept J:he offered and cuftomary

prefents, that they were entirely attached to the

French interefts—a predilection indeed eafy to be ac-

counted for by the fuperior humanity and juftice

difplayed in every part of the conduct of the French

nation in their tranfactions with the ancient inha-

bitants of the Continent, compared with the vio-

lent and imperious deportment of the Englifh. At

this meeting, it was determined that Major Wafh-

ington, who had already- diftinguiihed himfelf by

his gallantry and fpirit, mould be detached with a

corps of four hundred men, in order to occupy a

poft on the Ohio, where he threw up works, and

began the erection of a fort, in expectation of

fpeedy and effectual reinforcements ; but before

the intended fuccours could arrive, this officer was

fuddenly attacked by a much fuperior force of

French and Indians, commanded by M. de Viller,

who, after in vain fummoning Major Washington

to furrender, marched to the attack of the foyt,

yet incomplete, and ill prepared for an affault,

which was neverthelefs fuftained with great vigor

;

but the Englifh garrifon were at length compelled

to a capitulation, and they were allowed to retreat,

not
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not unmolefted indeed by the irregular attacks of

the favages, to the province of Virginia. This

event, as foon as the intelligence arrived in Europe,

was dated, in a.memorial of the Earl of Albemarle,

as an open violation of the peace. But the Court

of Verfailles, no longer foli«tous to keep any mea-

fures with England, treated all remonftrances with

difregard ; and fent large reinforcements of men,

and fupplies of military flores, to Quebec, with a

manifeil determination to purfue and defend her

ambitious projects. .

The Parliament of England met in November,

but a profound filence refpecting the prefent critical

fituation of affairs was obferved on the part of the

Crown, till, in the month of March (1755), a

meflage was delivered from the King to the Parlia-

ment by Sir Thomas Robinfon, Secretary of State,

importing that " his Majefty having, at the com-

mencement of the Seffion, declared it to be the

principal object of his folicitude to preferve the

public tranquillity, and to protect thofe pofiefiions

which conflitute a primary fource of the public

profperity, now found it neceffary to acquaint the.

Houfe of Commons, that the prefent (late of af-

fairs made it requifite to augment his forces by fea

and land, and to take fuch other meafures as might

belt tend to preferve the peace of Europe, and to

fecure the juft rights of his crown in America.'*

This meflage produced a warm and affectionate ad-

drefs,
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drefs, and the fum of one million was inftantly

voted for the purpofes fpecified by his Majefty.

"While M. de Mirepoix, the French Ambaflador in

London, frill continued to amufe the Britifli Mi-

niflry with empty profeifions of peace and amity,

certain intelligence was received that a powerful

armament was preparing in the ports of Rochefort

and Breft, deitined for America; and Admiral

Bofcawen was immediately appointed to the com-

mand of an equal force, fitted out for the avowed

purpofe of intercepting them. On which M. de

Mirepoix declared, that the King his mailer would

confider the firft gun fired at fea as a declaration of

war. The Britifh Admiral, hoping to obftruct. the

paiTage of the French fleet into the gulph of St.

Laurence, took his iiation ofT the banks of New-

foundland ; but, under cover of the thick fogs

which fo commonly prevail in thofe northern lati-

tudes, the French Commander eluded his vigi-

lance ; two ihips of the line only, the Alcide and

Lys, being by fome accident feparated from the

reft, fell into the hands of the Englifh. Upon the

arrival of this intelligence at Paris, the Due de

Mirepoix was immediatedly recalled from London,

and M. de BulTy from Hanover—the King of Eng-

land being now refident in that city. Letters of

general reprifal were iiTued by the Englifh Court

at this period, as well in Europe as America, and

three hundred merchant fhips, for the moft part

unfuf-
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unfufpicious of danger, fell, in the courfe of the

year, into the hands of the Englifh, with not lefs

than eight thoufand failors on board. The French

vehemently exclaimed againfl the conduct of the

Englifh government as inconfiflent with the law of

nations, war not having been as yet formally pro-

claimed ; but the Englifh infilled that the French

themfelves being clearly the aggreffors, it was jufl

and lawful to repel force by force, and that the

omimon of a form was wholly immaterial. Early

in the year 1755, General Braddock had failed

from Cork with a considerable body of regular

troops, and, on his arrival in Virginia, took upon

him the command of the forces deftined to act

againfl the French on the Ohio. This officer was

a man of approved bravery, completely verfed in

all points of military discipline, but opinionated and

pofitive in his temper, and in his deportment auf-

tere and imperious. Wholly unacquainted with

the country in which he was appointed to the

chief command, and entertaining a fovereign con-

tempt for the colonial militia, of whom his army

was in a great meafure compofed, he heard with

filent difdain all that information which the pro-

vincial officers were defirous to offer reflecting

the mode of conducting an American expedition

through woods, deferts, and moraffes, and the

precautions which were neceffary to guard againfl

furprife, particularly as the Indian nations were

for
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for the rnoft part in alliance with France. Having

advanced with the mofl fearlefs fecurity to lefs than

ten miles of Fort Du Quefne, and without conde-

fcending, though earneflly preffed, to emplov the

irregulars in the fervice as an advanced guard, or

to fend out any parties to reconnoitre the country,

about noon on the ninth of July, in his march

through a pathlefs fwamp, entangled amid brakes

and rufhes, he was on the hidden faluted with the

horrid found of the Indian war-whoop, accompa-

nied by a general fire both on his front and flank

from a concealed and invifible enemy. The van-

guard immediately fell back, and terror and con-

fufion foon fpread throughout all the ranks of the

army. The General, far from making any efforts

to difcover and difperfe this dangerous ambufcade,

exerted himfelf only to re-form and rally his troops,

as if engaged with a regular army in an open plain.

But the exacteft difcipline was, in this fituation,

of little avail ; for, though no enemy appeared,

the havock and flaughter ftill continued, and the

General himfelf being at length killed by a mufquet

(hot, the regular troops fled the field with the ut-

mofl precipitation—the provincials, fo much de-

fpifed, forming in the rear, and covering their re-

treat. All the artillery, ammunition, and bag-

gage of the army were left in the hands of the

enemy, and even the General's own cabinet, with

all his letters and innructions ; and the whole con-

duct
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duel of this expedition plainly proved that perfonal

courage, though an indifpenfable requifite, is only

a fecondary qualification in the character of a mi-

litary Commander. Very indifferent fuccefs alfo

attended the operations carried on in the more

northerly parts of the Continent. On the death of

General Braddock, the chief command devolved

upon General Shirley, who formed a plan for the

reduction of the important fortreffes of Crown

Point and Niagara, erected by the French on the

banks of the lakes Champlain and Ontario. The

expedition againft the former was conducted by

General, afterwards Sir William Johnfon, a native

of Ireland, but long rehdent in America, where he

had acquired great and deferved popularity. From

various caufes of delay, the troops deftined for this

fervice arrived at the place of rendezvous late in

the fummer 5 and were, foon after the commence-

ment of their march, attacked in their camp by

Baron Diefkau, the French Commander, with

great bravery, who was, notwithstanding, repulfed

with great lofs—the Baron himfelf being made a

prifoner. General Johnfon, however, found him-

felf, after this bloody encounter, too much weak-

ened to proceed in his expedition ; and, after fome

deliberation, he determined upon a retreat to Al-

bany. General Shirley himfelf undertook the con-

duct of the enterprife againft Niagara, which,

from its pofition, commands the communication

between
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between the lakes Erie and Ontario. But on his

arrival at Ofwego, a fort belonging to the Englifh

on the fouth-eaftem fhore of lake Ontario, he

deemed it neceflary to leave a very large proportion

of the troops under his command for the defence

of this poft ; and, after waiting till the end of

September for his expected reinforcements and

fupplies of provifions and (lores, he was informed

that it would be attended with danger to crofs the

lake at this advanced feafon of the year. He there-

fore determined to defer the fiege of Niagara to the

next campaign ; and fet out in October on his return

Albany. The Earl of Loudon, an officer of re-

putation and merit, was now appointed Commander

in Chief of the Britifh forces in America, and

veiled with very extenfive powers. But this No-

bleman, from caufes not eafy to develope, did not

embark from England till the latter end of May

;

and, on reaching the head- quarters at Albany June

29 (1756), he found all military operations in a

manner fufpended, in the expectation of his arri-

val ; after which, a conliderable time elapfed in

debates and confultations refpe&ing the plan mofl

proper to be adopted, and whether the efforts of

the army now aiTembled mould be directed againft

Crown Point and Ticonderago, fituated at the

fouthern extremity of lake Champlain ; whether a

fecond attempt mould be made againft Niagara

;

•r whether an expedition fhouJd be undertaken

againft
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againft Fort Du Quefne on the Ohio. In the midft

of thefe deliberations, intelligence arrived that the

French, under M. de Montcalm, had made them-

felves mafters of Ofwego, although ftrongly gar-

rifoned, plentifully provided with all kinds of war-*

like (lores, and defended by one hundred and twenty

pieces of artillery. Apparently difcouraged and

difconcerted by this unfortunate event, it was de-

termined not to rifk any offenfive operation during

the remainder of the prefent feafon, but to employ

the autumnal and winter months in making prepa-

rations for an early and vigorous campaign the en-

fuing year. Notwithstanding the former difap-

pointments, high and fanguine hopes were enter-

tained from the great military force collected in the

fpring of 1757, and the avowed purpofe of the

Commander in Chief to employ his whole ftrength

in fome grand and decifive operation. Admiral

Holbourne arrived at Halifax with a powerful

fquadron, and large reinforcements of troops, in

the beginning of July 5 and the Earl of Loudon,

directing his march northward, an invafion of Ca-

nada, with their united forces, was reafonably to

be expected. At length, however, Louiiburg, in

the ifland of Cape Breton, was declared to be the

object in contemplation—a fcheme very favorable

to the views and interefts of France at this period,

as it left M. de Montcalm entirely at liberty to

profecute his plans of conqueft, and Louiiburg was

Vol. II. 6^ fo
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fo ftrongly defended, that little apprehenfion was

entertained for its fafety. And the Britifh Com-

manders receiving certain intelligence, after the

whole of the military and naval force deftined for

this expedition had rendezvoused at Halifax, that

the garrifon of Louiuburg confided of fix thoufand

regular troops, exclufive of provincials, and that

feventeen line-of-battle fhips were moored in the

harbor, it was refolved, according to the cuftom

of this war, to podpone the expedition to a more

convenient opportunity. In the mean time, the

Marquis de Montcalm had taken advantage of the

abfence of the Earl of Loudon to lay fiege, with an

army of ten thoufand men, to the important poll

of Fort William Henry, fituated on the fouthern

more of lake George. The garrifon confided of

three thoufand men, the fortifications were flrong

and in good condition, and General Webb, with

about four thoufand men, was polled in the vici-

nity, in order to maintain a communication with

it. Notwithflanding which, fo vigoroufly were

the approaches of the French Commander urged,

that articles of capitulation were figned in fix days,

not only importing the entire furrender of the forr,

artillery, and flores, but retraining the garrifon

from ferving againft his Mod Chridian Majefty, or

his allies, for the fpace of eighteen months. By

this conqueft, the French acquired the entire com-

mand of the extenfive and magnificent chain of

lakes
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lakes which connects the two great rivers St. Lau-

rence and Miftifippi, and which forms a grand line

both of communication and divifion between the

northern and fouthern parts of this vail Continent.

And thus difgracefully terminated the third cam-

paign of the American war, in which the French,

with a very inferior force, had maintained an uni-

form fuperiority, and in the courfe of which no

advantage had been gained by the Englifh, ex-

cepting, indeed, the expulfion of the French from

Nova Scotia, by the vigorous exertions of Colonel

Monckton, aflifled by a body of provincials, ex-

prefsly voted and detached by the AfTembly of

Maffachufets for this important purpofe. Nor

were the operations of the war at this period more

lkil fully or profperoufly conducted by the Englifh

nation in Europe than in America. The Court of

Versailles, finding a rupture with England inevita-

ble, had employed earned: folicitations with the

Court of Madrid to take an a&ive part in her favor.

Her efforts, however, were in vain, though Sup-

ported by all the influence of the Queen- Mother

and the Marquis de la Enfenada, the Prime Mi-

nister. The King of Spain himSelf was not dif-

poSed to interrupt the harmony which fubfifted be-

tween Spain and Great Britain ; and Don Ricardo

Wall, a Spaniard of Britifh extraction, and for-

merly refident at the Britifh Court, and who pof-

fefled great credit with the King, took all imagin-

es 2 able
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able pains to confirm his Majefty in thefe favorable

fentiments : And the intrigues of the Minifter with

the Court of Verfailles being difcovered, he was

diverted of his offices, which were immediately

conferred upon his competitor Don Ricardo. The

Court of Madrid, however, offered her mediation

to compofe the differences between England and

France ; but France infilling upon a fufpenfion of

arms in America as the preliminary condition of a

negotiation, and England refufmg to affent to any

fuch preliminary, nothing could be effected. And the

Courts of London and Verfailles forefeeing a vio-

lent and long-protracted conflict, were afliduoufly

engaged in forming and cultivating alliances in the

different Courts of Europe, in order to ftrengthen

their refpective interefls. A treaty was figned by

the King of England, when at Hanover, June 25

(1755),with theLandgrave of HeffeCaffel,by which

his Serene Highnefs engaged to hold in readinefs for

his Majefty's fervice a body of twelve thoufand

men. But Saxony and Bavaria, notwithftanding

the fubfidies which they had regularly received

during the years of peace, in contemplation and

as the earned of future fervices, now entered into

oppofite connections—laughing, no doubt, at the

credulity of the Englifh nation, in fuppofing honor

and gratitude to be ties obligatory upon Princes.

In September, a treaty was figned at the palace of

Keniington between his Britannic Majefty and the

Emprefs
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Emprefs of Ruflia, by which that Princefs ftipu-

lated to maintain, on the frontiers of Livonia,

an army of forty thoufand infantry, and fif-

teen thoufand cavalry, and a naval force of fifty

gallies, to be in immediate readinefs to act. at the

requifition of the King of England, mould the elec-

toral dominions of that Monarch be invaded in

confequence of the connection of Hanover with

Great Britain; for which an annual fubfidy of

five hundred thoufand pounds was to be advanced

to tl^e Czarina. The Court of Berlin was, at this

crifis, flrongly affailed by the Courts of London

and Verfailles, each flattering itfelf with a decifion

in its favor. But the Pruffian Monarch, knowing

the engagements already contracted between Eng-

land and Rullia, and the flric~t amity fubfifting be-

tween the Imperial Courts of Vienna and Peterf-

burg, would not venture to draw upon himfelf the

refentment of thefe three formidable powers, by a

renewal of the alliance with France ; and, in Ja-

nuary' 1756, a treaty was figned at London be-

tween the Kings of Great Britain and Pruflia, by

which they engaged to oppofe the introduction of

any foreign troops into the Empire. This article,

though immediately pointed againft France,

amounted to a virtual renunciation of the alliance

with Ruffia; and the Czarina refenting the con-

duel of the King of Great Britain, and exafperated,

from caufes of a perfonal as well as political nature,

0^3 againft
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againft the King of Pruflia, began to Uften with

attention, or rather with eagernefs, to the over-

tures of France, hitherto fo much the object of her

jealoufy and averfion. " The Emprefs Elizabeth,

fays the King of Pruflia, who had ever been at en-

mity with France, rather chofe to enter into a

league with her, than to preferve the fhadow of

union with a power which had Pruflia for an ally."

The Court of Verfailles, aftonifhed and alarmed at

the defection of Pruflia, which, as the King him-

felf tells us, feemed to be confidered in France al-

mod in the light, of a revolt *, now directed its

attention to the Court of Vienna ; which, fince the

termination of the late war, had given clear and

repeated intimations of a defire to enter into bonds

of permanent amity with France : And, to the

amazement of Europe, a treaty of mutual guarantee

and fupport was concluded and figned at Verfailles,

May 1756, by thefe two great rival powers; and

the inveterate hereditary animofity fubfifting for

ages between the Houfes of Bourbon and Auflria,

* " La Coyr de Verfailles paroifToit croire que le Roi de

Prufie etoit a l'egard de la France ce qu'efl: un defpote de Vala-

chie a l'egard de la Porte, c'eft a dire, un Prince fubordonne et

oblige de faire la guerre dts qu'cn lui en envoie l'ordre. La

nouvelle de cette alliance caufa une vive fenfation a Verfailles

dans l'efprit de Louis XV. et de fon confeil
;
pen s'en fallut

qu'ils ne diffent que le Roi de PrufTe t'ctoit revoke contre la

France."

—

Hijl. de la Guerre de Sep Ar.s.

in
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in confeqnence of which, oceans of blood had been

fhed, and the fairelr. countries of Chriftendom de-

folated, was at length, if the profeflions of Princes

could merit any ferious regard, for ever termi-

nated. Thefe profeffions were indeed, in this in-

fiance unufually fincere. The ruling paflion

of France was, at this period, the depreffion of

the power of England—and of Auftria, the fub-

verfion of that of Pruflia, which had fo recently

afpired to a flation in the firft rank of European

powers, and prefumptuoufly eftabliihed an unheard-

of rivalfhip in the bofom of the Empire itfelf to the

Imperial family. When an union between Eng-

land and Pruffia therefore took place, that repul-

five force by which the Houfes of Bourbon and

Auftria had been fo long fundered, was inftantly

changed to a political attraction, naturally leading

to a ftrict and intimate adhefion. The general

conduct of France left fcarcely a doubt of her in-

tention to take advantage of the political relation

of Hanover to Great Britain, by the invafion of that

Electorate ; although it muft be acknowleged, that

terms of neutrality were offered to the King of

England as Elector of Hanover, which he did not

deem it confident with his honor and dignity to ac-

cept. Mighty preparations being made by the

French Court, with the avowed defign of forming

a powerful army in Weftphalia, an army of ob-

servation, confiding of about forty thoufand Hef-

Q_ 4 fians
?
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iians, Hanoverians, and Brunfwickers, was af*

fembled for the protection of the Electorate : And
requifitions were made by the Court of London

both at Vienna and the Hague, for the afliflance

flipulated by treaties. The Emprefs-Queen at firfl

alleged that, as the conteft between England and

France related to America only, it was not a cafus

foederis, and that Hanover might be fecured by a

treaty of neutrality. When the war became gene-

ral, and the application was renewed, fhe profefled

that troops could not, be fpared with fafety to her

own dominions, which were in danger from the

enmity of PrufTia. And being again urged after

the alliance between England and PrufTia was con-

cluded, fhe declared in plain terms, that, being

abandoned by England, fhe was reduced to the ne-

ceffity of fecuring herfelf by an alliance with France.

As to the provinces of the Belgic union, they had

fcarcely recovered from the terrors of the former

war ; the public finances were exhaufted, and the

people in general extremely averfe to engage in hof-

tilities. The Court of Verfailles, moreover, by a

counter-memorial, declared, that, " fhould theStates

grant the fuccors in queftion, the King of France

would confider their compliance as an act of hofti-

lity againfl himfelf." The application of the Eng-

lifli Court, therefore, being perceived, from the

operation of thefe caufes, ufelefs and unavailing,

Colonel Yorke, the Englifh AmbafTador, was di-

rected
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reeled to inform their High MightinefTes, that the

King of England would not infift on the requifi-

tion ; and the States expreflfed, in grateful terms,

their acknowlegements to his Britannic Majefty for

thus generoufly relieving them from their embar-

rarTment,

The Parliament of England aflembled in No-

vember 1755, and, in the opening fpeech, his

Majefty informed the two Houfes " that he had

adopted what appeared to him the mod proper and

effectual meafures for the protection of the national

porTeflions in America, no reafonable terms of ac-

commodation having been propofed by France;

and alfo to difappoint fuch defigns as, from various

appearances and preparations, there was ground to

believe had been formed againft his kingdoms and

dominions ; that he had greatly augmented his

forces by land and fea ; and that he had concluded

treaties with Ruflia and HeiTe CaflTel, copies of

which mould be laid before them." Jn the addrefs

moved in both Houfes, in anfwer to this fpeech,

were the following words : " That they looked

upon themfelves as obliged by the ftrongeft ties of

duty, gratitude, and honor, to (land by and fup-

port his Majefty in all fuch wife and necefiary

meafures and engagements, as his Majefty might

have taken in vindication of the rights of his

Crown, or to defeat any attempts which might be

made by France in rcfentment for fuch meafures,

and
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and to affift his Majefty in difappointing or repel-

ling all fuch enterprifes as might be formed not only

againfl his kingdoms, but alfo againft any other

of his dominions, though not belonging to the Crown

of Great Britain, in cafe the King mould be at-

tacked on account of the part which his Majefty

had taken for maintaining the effential interefls of

his kingdoms." The declaration contained in this

claufe met with a molt vehement and formidable

oppofition in the Houfe of Commons, not from

the powerlefs party ufually voting in oppofition, but

from Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge, the moft popular

members of the prefent administration, and a very

confiderable number of other Gentlemen poffefTing

ports under the government. Mr. Pitt declared " the

whole fyftem and fcheme of politics now adopted, to

be flagrantly abfurd and defperate. It was no other

than to gather and combine the powers of the Con-

tinent into an alliance of magnitude fufficient to

withftand the efforts of France and her adherents

againft the Electorate of Hanover, at the fingle

expenfe of Great Britain. The three la ft wars

with France had coft Britain above one hundred

and twenty millions of money ; the prefent exhibits

a profpecl of an effufion of treafure ftill more enor-

mous : And, when we confider that fuch immenfe

ilfues of money are to be fupplied by new loan?,

heaped upon a debt of eighty millions, who will

anfwer for the confequence, or venture to enfure

us
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us from a national bankruptcy ? Mr. Pitt con-

tended, that a naval war we could and ought to

fupport, but a Continental war, upon this fyftem,

we could not. We have fuffered ourfelves to be

deceived by names and founds ; the general caufe,

the balance of power, the liberty of Europe; andhave

exhaufted our wealth without any rational object.

Should Hanover be actually attacked on account

.of her connection with England, he acknowleged

that we ought not to make peace without procuring

. for its inhabitants ample fatisfaction and indem-

nity. But the idea of defending Hanover by an

army of mercenaries, he ridiculed as prepofterous

and impracticable. This fyflem, he faid, would,

in a few years, coft us more money than the fee-

fimple of the Electorate was worth j for it was a

place fo inconfiderable, that its name was fcarcely

to be found in the map. He ardently wifned to

break thofe fetters which chained us, like Prome-

theus, to that barren rock." The claufe was,

however, carried on a divifion ; and the King, in

his reply to the addrefs, thanked the two Houfes in

the ftrongefl; terms for this fignal proof of their

affection to his perfon and regard for his honor.

This tranfaction was followed by the immediate

difmiffion of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge from their re-

fpective employments.

It mud be remarked that, three days before the

meeting of Parliament, Sir Thomas Robinfon, Se-

cretary
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cretary ofState,from an honed and fmcere confciouf-

nefs of his own incapacity to conduct the bufmefs of

government in the Houfe ofCommons,had refigned

the Seals,which were directly transferred to Mr. Fox,

Secretary at War, who unquedionably, in refpeft

of political ability, had at this time no rival in the

Houfe of CommonSjMr.Pitt onlyexcepted. Though

engaged for feveral years pall in the fupport of the

fame adminidration, they were actuated by a very vi-

fible jealoufy on almofl all occafions. And it was

obferved, that they agreed in nothing fo well as in

thole fentiments of contempt for the late Minifter,

which they were at little pains to conceal. It may

eafily be fuppofed, therefore, that Mr. Pitt, who

could endure no fuperior, was very little delighted

with the advancement of his competitor, who

feemed as firmly refolved to admit no equal : And
Mr. Legge entering entirely into the views of Mr.

Pitt, it was imagined that the new Minifter would

not long be able to maintain his ground againft an

oppofition drengthened by fo powerful a feceflion,

founded on profeflions fo popular and patriotic.

Mr. Fox however, fupported by the favor of the

King, the patronage of the Duke of Cumberland,

and the undivided intered of the Pelhams, was

able to fecure a triumphant majority : And the

treaties with Ruffia and Hefle Caffel, though

ftrongly and obftinately oppofed, were ratified in a

Houfe confiding of four hundred and forty-eight

1 Memb<
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Members, by three hundred and twenty againft

one hundred and twenty-eight. This great majority

could not, however, difguife the impolicy and im-

becility of thecondudt ofthePremier,who, perplexed

by all the fears and jealoufies incident to a weak yet

afpiring mind, had neither dared, at the demife of

Mr. Pelham, to enter into a confidential connection

with Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, the only men in the

Houfe of Commons by whom he could be effec-

tually fupported, nor entirely to break with them.

On his affuming, therefore, the direction of the

Treafury, the Seals of his department as Secretary

were indeed offered to Mr. Fox, but in a mode and

under conditions which Mr. Fox thought too de-

grading to accept—Mr. Pitt being, at the fame time,

amufed with artificial profeffions and affurances of

regard fignifying nothing. On the refignation of

Sir Thomas Robinfon, whofe utter inability to

elevate himfelf into the rank of a rival to the Duke
was his grand recommendation to the high office

he held,' the Seals were given to Mr. Fox on his

own terms, and his Grace was reduced to the ne-

ceflity of foliating a favor, when he had it in his

power to have conferred one *. In the midft of

thefe

* In an official confereace between the Duke of Newcaftle

and Mr. Pitt, his Grace mentioning the American expedition

on the Ohio, Mr. Pitt faid, " Your Grace knows that I have

ao capacity for thefe things ; and I do not therefore defire to be

informed
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thefe political contentions, intelligence arrived of

a difafter which excited the moft vivid emotions of

grief

informed about them." In the fummer of 1755, changes be-

ing in contemplation, advances were made to Mr. Pitt ; and the

Lord Chancellor, on the part of the Duke of Newcastle, told

him, " that although the King had taken difagreable prejudices,

and was very fond of Lord Holdernefs and Sir Thomas Robin-

fon, in cafe any accident mould take place, if he would affifl

them cordially, it might perhaps happen, that they might pro-

cure the Seals for him, luh'ich he Jo much defircdj" Mr. Pitt

repeating the lafl words of the Chancellor, afked, " Of whom ?

He did not remember he had ever applied to his Lord/hip for

them ; he was fure he never had to the Duke of Newcaftle ; and

he affured the Chancellor that, if they could prevail upon his

Majefly to give them to him under prefent cireumflances, all

the ufe he would make of them would be to lay them at his Ma-

jefty's feet. If he afked for any favor, it would be that they

mould inform his Majefty better. To enable him, or any one

elfe to conduct the bulinefs of the nation in the Houfe of Com-

mons, they mufl. give him proper diftinction and powers ; hefaid

the Duke's fyllem would not do, and, while he had life and

Lreath to utter, he would oppofe it. There mull be men of

efficiency and authority in the Houfe, who mould have accefs

to the Crown, habitual, frequent, familiar accefs, that they

might be able to fpeak and aft with effe£t, to do themfelves and

their friends justice, and not be the vidims of a whisper."

Lord Melcombe.

Some years previous to this period, on occafion of a petition

prcfented to the Houfe of Commons, relative to a contefted

election for the borough of Seafovd, in which the Duke of

Newcaftle had too grofrly and publicly interfered, Mr. Potter, fon

Ibp. Potter, the fucccfibr of Dr. Wake in the metropoli-

tan fee of Canterbury, a young man whofe talents and accom-

plifhments
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grief and companion amongft all ranks and orders

of perfons throughout the nation. This was no

other than the almoft total definition of the city

of Lifbon by a tremendous earthquake, on the

nrfl of November*. The two principal fhocks,

which were not of the horizontal, but vorticofe fpe-

cies, continued near a quarter of an hour, and

they were immediately followed by a moft extraor-

dinary rife and inundation of the Tagus. A vaft

number of churches, monafleries, and other pub-

plifhments would have rendered him, could he have relinquifhed

the monftrous ambition "to fhineaTuLLY and a Wilmot too,'*

the ornament of his country—declared, in the debate which

arofe, " that, if ever the annals of thofe times were delivered

down to pofterity by a faithful hiftorian, he would have a new-

portrait to draw—of a Minifter the moil incapable though the

moft ambitious, the weakeft though the moil infolent, the moft.

pufillanimous though the moft prefumptuous." Mr. Pelham,

upon this, rofe to call to order, faying, " that, though no

perfon had been as yet actually named, this character muft be

intended for fomebody; and cautioning this youthful fpeaker, if

he thought proper to mention any name, to be prepared to prove

what he mould aflert," Mr. Potter replied, " that he was

happy to find he had as yet been guilty of no irregularity, and

that even the apprehenfion of it was groundlefs ; for it was not

within his intention to mention any individual. He did not

think himfelf fo ill a painter as to make it neceflary for him to

write the names of thofe to whom his portraits belonged." It

would, however, be injuftice not to allow the Duke of New-

catlle the merit of diiintereftednefs as to the emoluments of office,

and of zeal for the general interefts of his country.

1755-

lie
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lie buildings, and many thoufand private houfes,

were, in the fpace of a few minutes, thrown down

—the earth heaving, rocking, and, in many parts,

rending afunder, with incredible noife and violence.

And this fuperb city, after the final cefTation of the

concuflions, prefented to the view of the aftonifhed

fpeclator only an heap of ruins. The royal family

were compelled to leave the palace with precipita-

tion, and to retire into the neighbouring fields for

fafety ; and ten thoufand of the inhabitants, as it

was computed, were killed by the fall of the build-

ings, or fwallowed up in the chafms formed^by the

numerous and horrid difpartings of the earth. A
meflage from the Throne informed the two Houfes

of this dreadful calamity ; and, by an act of gene-

rofity and humanity which conferred the highefl

honor on the Parliament and nation, the fum of

one hundred 1 thoufand pounds was inftantly and

unanimoufly voted for the ufe of the diflreffed in-

habitants of that metropolis ; and fupplies to this

amount in corn, flour, rice, and other neceffaries,

were {hipped, without delay 1 for Portugal, and

proved a mod welcome and feafonable relief. And

his Mod Faithful Majefty expreiTed on this occa-

fion, in terms of the warmeft emotion, his grateful

acknowlegements to the Britifh Crown and nation.

Amidft the millions and millions expended for the

purpofes of devaftation and deftruclion, a vote of

this
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this defcription feems as a paradife blooming in the

wild.

Early in the year 1756, Mr. Fox, the new Mi-

nifter, received a letter from Mr. Rouille, Secre-'

tary of State for foreign affairs in France, expoftu-

lating, in the name of his Sovereign, " upon the

hoftile inftructions given by the King of England

to General Braddock and Admiral Bofcawen, in

direct contradiction to the amicable profeflions of

the Britifh Court. He complained of the infult

offered to the French flag in the capture of two

fhips of war, and of the depredations on the French

commerce, without any previous declaration of war,

in contempt of the law of nations. He demanded -

therefore, in the name of the King his nrafter, full

and entire fatisfaclion for this atrocious violation

of the dignity of his Crown, as well as a complete

reparation for the injuries fuflained by his people."

To this peremptory requifition Mr. Fox replied

with flrmnefs and fpirit, " that the King of England

would willingly confent to an equitable accommo-

dation of differences, but would not comply with

the demand of reflitution as a preliminary condi-

tion, his Britannic Majefty having taken no fleps

but fuch as the hoftilities previoufly committed by

the French, and a regard to his own honor, and

the rights of his Crown and People, rendered juffc

and indifpenfable." War being now confidered on

both fides as virtually, though not actually, de-

Vol. II. R clared.
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claredj the French Court iffued an order to feizc

all Britifh veffels in the French harbors, and be-

gan with great affiduity to repair the fortifications

of Dunkirk. The naval preparations at Breit were

profecuted with unremitting diligence ; a vail num-

ber of tranfports wrere collected in the different ports

in the channel, and numerous bodies of land forces

were feen moving from all parts towards the coaits of

Normandy, Picardy, and Bretagne. About the clofe

of March, the King fent a menage to Parliament,

dating, " that he had received repeated and authen-

tic advices that a defign was actually formed by the

French Court for the invafion of Great Britain

;

that he had taken the proper precautions for putting

the kingdom in a poflure of defence ; that, in order

farther to ftrengthen himfelf, he had made a re-

quifition of the Heffian troops which the Land-

grave had, by the late treaty, agreed to furnifh."

An a'ddrefs was immediately prefented, thanking

his Majefly in warm terms for this feafonable and

prudent requifition. And, in a few days, Mr.

Fox, encouraged by the prevailing unanimity of

the Houfe, moved a fecond addrefs, " befeeching

his Majefly that, for the more effectual defence of

his kingdoms, and for the better fecurity of the

•religion and liberties of his fubjects, he would be

gracioufly pleafed to order twelve battalions of his

Electoral troops to be forthwith embarked for Eng-

land." This alfo was carried by a very great ma-

jority,
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jority, and, in the courfe of the enfulng month,

thefe troops actually arrived. Such was the con-

firmation excited throughout the kingdom by the

idea of an invafion, that thefe meafures of the Mi-

nifler were received with great and general ap-

plaufe ; though it appeared, in the view of Eu-

rope at large, not lefs unaccountable than dif-

graceful, that England mould, at the commence-

ment of a foreign war, deem herfelf unequal to

provide for her own internal fafety ; and mould

have recourfe to the aid of foreign mercenaries for

the protection of her laws and liberties, when none

of the natural means of defence were wanting,

when her naval force was confeffedly far fuperior

to that of the enemy, and her armies were not en-

gaged, as formerly, in fighting Quixotic battles on

the Continent *. At the clofe of the Semon, the

Speaker, Mr. Onflow, on prefenting the money-

bills for the royal affent, addreffed the King in a

fpeech replete with- fentiments fo juft and conftitu-

tional, expreffed in language fo bold and animated,

* Les Francis annoncerent avec oftentation qu'ils fe prepa-

roient a faire de leurcote une defcente en Angleterre. Us re-

pandirent des troupes le long des coteS de la Bretagne, et de la

Normandie : lis firent eonftruire des bateaux plats pour trans-

porter ces troupes, et aiTemblefent quelques vaiffeaux a Breft.

Ces demonftrations cpouvanterent les Anglois ; il y eut des mo-

men s ou cette nation qui paHe pour fi fage, fe crut perdue. Lc

Roi George arm de la raflurer eut recours a des troupes Hano-

vriennes et Heffoifes. Oeuvres de Frederic II, torn. 2.

R 2 as
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as to merit the moffc diftinguifhed regard. After

fpecifying the extent, and remarking the liberality,

of the grants, exceeding thofe of any former period,

he declared, " that the Commons of England
hoped the fword, fo bravely drawn and fo effectu-

ally fupported, would be intruded only in capable

and honeft hands : And that the naval flrength of

Great Britain will do fervice as much greater as it

is exalted higher than ever before, His Majefty's

faithful Commons apprehended that the prefent

critical juncture convinces that alliances on the

Continent, as they are unnatural, fo they mull:

ever be prejudicial to the true intereft of England;

that there is no gratitude to be expected from, no

dependence to be placed on, fuch allies, who, fup-

ported as they have been, by the blood and treafure

of this kingdom, have taken the opportunity of the

firft profpect of prefent profit to break through every

tie. Not difcouraged, however, by the ingratitude

of allies, or the ambition of enemies, they have

with pleafure beheld the fword drawn to vindicate

the national honor and intereft.—proud to let all

the world fee that England is able to fight her own

battles, and to fland by her own natural flrength.

Though ever attached to his Majefly' s perfon, he

declared, neverthelefs, that there were circum-

ftances exifting at which nothing but their confi-

dence in his Majefty's juflice, and love to his peo-

ple, could hinder them from being mofl ferioufly

alarmed.
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alarmed. Subfidies to foreign Princes, when al-

ready burdened with a debt fcarce to be borne,

cannot but be feverely felt—an army of foreign

troops, a thing unprecedented, unheard-of,

unknown, brought into England, cannot but

alarm. Still they had reliance upon his Majefty,

and hoped that their burdens might be lightened,

their fears removed, as foon as pofTible ; and, in the

mean time, that the fword of thefe foreigners

mould not be entrufted a moment out of his own

hand to any other perfon whatsoever." The una-

nimous approval of the principles and fentiments

inculcated in this fpirited addrefs reflects certainly

great honor on the Houfe, and it is much to be

regretted that they mould ever have been induced,

in praffife, to deviate from them. This fpeech,

however, difcovers fymptoms of democratic refolu-

tion, which, had the liberties of the country been

openly invaded, would have difplayed itfelf in a

manner fatal to minifters, terrible to kings

!

Whether the French ever ferioufly meditated a

defcent upon the Englifh coaft, remains, after all,

extremely doubtful ; and it appears highly proba-

ble, that the preparations which occafioned t

univerfal alarm were defigned chiefly, or folely, as

a veil to difguife their real defign of an attacx up

the ifland of Minorca. And, while the attention

the Englifh Miniflry and nation was fuperfluou

occupied with the armaments of Bred and I

R 3 kirk,
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kirk, it feemed entirely to efcape their notice, that

a formidable fleet was, at the very fame time,

equipping at Toulon ; till at length its dedination

becoming notorious, a fquadron very incompetent

to the purpofts of the expedition was detached to

the Mediterranean, under Admiral Byng, an of-

ficer of whom the public knew little more than

that he was the fon of the gallant and heroic Vif-

count Torrington. This armament, confiding of

ten mips of the line, afterwards joined by two or

three others, failed from Spithead April 7, 1756,

and, on the fecond of May, the Admiral arrived

at Gibraltar, where he was informed that the

French fleet under M. de la Galiflbniere, confiding

of thirteen mips of the line and tranfports, on board

of which were embarked fifteen thoufand land

forces, had failed from Toulon on the tenth of

April, with a view to a defcent on the ifland of

Minorca, and were now actually engaged in the

fiege of Fort St. Philip. On this intelligence, the

Admiral tranfmitted difpatches to England, written

in a ftyle of great apparent dejeclion, " lamenting

that he was not fent out in time to prevent the

landing of the French ; complaining of the bad

condition of the (hips, and of the total deficiency

which he found at Gibraltar of ail the neceiTary

requifites for careening and refitting. He fignilied

his opinion of the impracticability of throwing any

fupply of troops into the fortrcfs, and of the impo-

licy
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licy of attempting it, if feafible, as the fiege could

not be raifed without the co-operation of a land-

force, and any reinforcement of men would confe-

quently only increafe the number of prifoners,

which muft ultimately fall into the hands of the

enemy." This extraordinary letter being confi-

dered by the Miniftry as a virtual accufation of their

negligence or incapacity, and as plainly ominous

of the lofs of the place, they determined to con-

vince the Admiral that fuch language was not to be

held with impunity. On approaching Minorca,

the Admiral defcried the Britilh colors dill flying

at the cattle of St. Philip's : And, at the fame time,

the French fleet appearing to the fouth-eaft, he

formed the line of battle, and, about two o'clock,

threw out fignals to bear away two points from the

wind and engage. Admiral Well, who com-

manded the van divifion, perceiving the inconfift-

ency of the two orders, chofe to comply with the

lad, and bore away with his divifion feven points

from the wind, as abfolutely neceffary to bring the

enemy to a clofe and regular engagement. Finding

himfelf, however, not fuftained by his commander,

Jie could not purfue the advantage he had gained

without imminent danger of having his communi-

cation with the remainder of the fleet entirely cut

off. When the Commander was exhorted by his

Captain to bear down upon the enemy, in order

lo fupport the mips cf the van, Admiral Byng

H 4 coolly
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coolly replied, that it was his determination to keep

the line of battle entire ; and that he would avoid

the error of .Admiral Matthews, who, in his en-

gagement with the combined fleets of France and

Spain off Toulon, had broke the line by his

precipitation, and had expofed himfetf by his rafh-

nefs to a fire which hfl lid not iuftain. Under

color, therefore, or prcferving the line of battle

entire, in order to fight with the more advantage, it

could fcarcely be affirmed that he fought at all

—

the diflance at which he engaged being fo great

that he received only fome few fhots in his hull,

and not a fingle man was killed or wounded on

board the Admiral's own {hip, a noble fecond-rata

of ninety guns. M. de la Galiffoniere was well

pleafed to perceive the Britiih Commander fo little

in earn ell, and, having no urgent reafons on his

part to wifh for a continuance of the fight, he bore

away under an eafy fail towards evening ; and,

though the Britiih Admiral made the fignal

for chafing, it fo happened that the French were

not overtaken, and, next morning, they were en-

tirely out of light. On inquiry into the condition

of the fleet after this engagement, it was found,

that three of the principal ihips were fo much da-

maged in their mafts that they could not keep the

fea with fafetv, that about two hundred men were

killed and wounded in the engagement, and many

others difabled by fickneis. The Admiral repre-

fented
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fcnted to a council of war, held on the occafion,

that his fquadron was much inferior to the enemy

in weight of metal and number of men ; and that

they had alfo the advantage of fending their fick

and wounded to Minorca, from whence they re-

ceived continual fupplies and reinforcements ; that,

in his opinion, it was impracticable to relieve the

caftle of St. Philip, and that they ought, therefore,

to make the bed of their way back to Gibraltar, to

refit, and wait for farther orders from England. The

defpondency of a Commander is ever contagious
5

and, though no effort whatever had been made to

accomplifh the object of their deflination, the

council concurred unanimoully in thefe fentiments,

and the fleet immediately fet fail for Gibraltar,

the French returning to their former flation off

Mahon.

When the official difpatches of the Admiral ar-

rived in England, the Miniflry, fully prepared for

intelligence of this nature, and prefuming that the

fequel of the hiftory would correfpond with the

prelude, commiflioned, without delay, Admirals

Hawke and Saunders to take the command in the

Mediterranean ; and, at the fame time, orders were

given to fend home Admiral Byng in arrefl ; and,

on his arrival in England, he was committed clofe

piifoner to Greenwich hofpitah

Notwithstanding that the garrifon of St. Philip

had reafon to conlider thenifelves as abandoned to

their fate, a very gallant defence was made by Ge-

neral
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neral Blakeney, the Governor, from the middle

of April to the beginning of July, when no intelli-

gence being received from England, and no pro-

fpecl: of relief difcernible, the works, and even the

body of the caftie being much mattered, the em-

brafures and parapets demolifhed, many cannon

difmounted, and a lodgment actuallv made by the

enemy on one of the principal redoubts, the garri-

fon alfo being exhaufted with hard and inceifant

duty, it was refolved to beat the chaviade, and a

very favorable capitulation was granted by the Due

de Richelieu, the French Commander, the garri-

fon being permitted to march out with all the ho-

nors of war, and with the liberty of a free and un-

molefted conveyance to Gibraltar. In a few days

afrer the furrender of the iiland, Admiral Hawke

I in view, with a fleet much fuperiorto that

.; French ; but M. de la GalifToniere had fea-

Lably retired: And the Englifh Admiral feeing

the French colors flying on the caRle of St. Philip,

this gallant oiTlcer found every effort precluded;

and indeed, had he arrived previous to the fur-

render, there was little probability of his being able,

even by an abfomte defeat of the French fquadron,

to e:Tec?t its relief.

This conquefl was celebrated in France with

great triumph and rejoicings ; while, in England,

it produced a degree of deprefiion much more than

proportionate to the real magnitude and importance

of the lofs fuflained. This depreffiofl was accom-

panied
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panied with a prevailing emotion of refentment,

and even of rage, againft the unfortunate Admiral

Byng, which could fcarcely have been exceeded

had he, by his criminal mifconduct, facrificed half

the navy of Great Britain. In the enfuing Seffion

of Parliament, an inquiry was instituted in the

Houfe of Commons into the caufes of the lofs of

the ifland,of Minorca; and the Houfe having ad-

dresled his Majesty for copies of all letters and in-

structions relative to this fubject, fuch a prodigious

mafs of papers was produced as feemed rather cal-

culated to overwhelm and ftifle, than to explain and

elucidate the object of this investigation. After a

loofe and curfory examination of thefe document:,

which it would have been the bufinefs of a Sef-

fion to methodife and digeft, the Houfe refolved,

" 1. That, from the intelligence repeatedly re-

ceived by his Majefty's Minifters, there was jufl

reafon to believe that an invafion of Great Britain

or Ireland was actually intended by the French

King ; and, 2. That no greater number of mips

of war could, with fafety to his Majefty's domi-

nions and the interest of his fubjects, be fent to the

Mediterranean than were actually fent thither un-

der the command of Admiral Byng." Thefe refo-

lutions were evidently dictated by the fpirit of re-

fentment or prejudice, and feemed constructed

folely for the exculpation of the Minifters : Though

it ftiil appeared abfolutely incomprehenfible to all

• impartial
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impartial cenfors that, with more than one hun-

dred and fifty fhips of war in commiffion, fo fmall

a force only could be fpared for fo great a fervice.

It is certain that Mr. Fox was defirous to have de-

tached a ftrong fquadron to the Mediterranean the

rirft week in March, but could not prevail over the

fears of the Duke of Newcaftle, and the prefump-

tionof Lord Anion, who allured him that Byng's

fquadron would beat any thing that the French had

or could have in the Mediterranean. After the lofs

of the ifland, the Duke of Newcaffcle eagerly af-

firmed to Mr. Fox, " that no blame could reft, or

be thought to reft, upon him ; that the fea was not

his province ; and that the nation and the Houfe

of Commons were well fatisfied with his conduct.

Mr. Fox replied, that thofe who had the chief di-

rection in an adminiftration would bear the greateft

fhare of the blame ; and that thofe people deceived

hiai who told him it was otherwife ?ww. He had,

indeed, defended his Grace in the Houfe of Com-

mons in every thing where he could defend him,

but in one thing he never could, which was in his

not believing it muft be war, and in not arming

fooner *."

The clamors of the people for juftice ftill conti-

nuing, the trial of Admiral Bvng commenced De-

cember 28, 1756, before a court-martial held on

* Lord Mclcomle.

board
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board the fliip St. George, in the harbor of Pottf-

mouth. And, after a long invefligation of evi-

dence, the Court determined that the Admiral,

during the engagementon the twentieth ofMay laft,

did not do his utmoft endeavor to take, feize, and

deitroy, the (hips of the French King ; and that he

did not exert his utmofl power for the relief of the

caftle of St. Philip—they, therefore, unanimoufly

agreed, " that he fell under the letter of the twelfth

article of the Naval Code, which, for this offence,

pofitively prefcribes death , without any alternative

left to the difcretion of the court. But, believing

his mifconduct to arife neither from cowardice nor

difaffecHon, they earneftly recommended him as a

proper object of mercy." The Admiral heard his

doom pronounced without the lead alteration of

countenance or feature ; and, with a low obeifance

to the court, retired in dignified filence. Great

intereft was made from various quarters to obtain a

remiflion of the fentence, but without effecl; ; and

a warrant was ifiued by the Lords of the Admi-

ralty for the execution of the Admiral on the four-

teenth of March 1757.' During this interval he

remained on board the Monarque in cuftody of the

Marfhal of the Admiralty, and was at no time per-

ceived to lofe, his compofure or cheerfulnefs.

About noon on the day appointed, the Admiral

having taken the laft farewel of his friends, ad-

vanced with a firm flep and ferene afpecl from

the
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the great cabin to the quarter-deck, where a guard

of marines awaited to execute the fentence j and

k g witl Dut any paufe or delay, on a cufhion

rovided for the airpofe, he tied with Lis own

] vhite handkerchief over his eyes, and im-

i Ay dropped another as a fignal for the exe-

cutioners, and five balls puffed inftantly through

his body—the whole of this {Inking fcene, from

his leaving the cabin, being over, and the Admiral

depofited on his bier, in the fpace of about three

minutes. On a general review of this melancholy

cataftrophe, and of the caufes by which it was

produced, the fate of Admiral Byng mull be pro-

nounced beyond all example fevere and rigorous.

Deftined to execute a commiffion hopelefs and im-

practicable, or at leaff. not to be effected without

the mod defperate efforts of courage, he fuffered

his mind to be too ftrongly impreffed with the dif-

ficulties of his fituation, and though poffelfed, pro-

bably, of a degree of calm refolution which would

have fecured his character from imputation upon

occafions which required no extraordinary exer-

tion, he was doubtlefs totally and conftitutionally

incapable of that heroic and ardent enthufiafm

which kindles at the view of danger, which is in-

flamed with the third of glory, and which, if it

cannot command fuccefs, is at leaft ambitious to

convince the world that it has left nothing uneffayed

in older to deferve it. Firmly perfuaded that the

object
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object of his enterprife was unattainable, this officer

appears to have funk under his accumulated em-

barrafiments, and appeared to his friends perhaps,

on a retrofpeclive view of this tranfa&ion, to fall as

much below the ufual level of his character, as it

was neceffary, in fuch circumftances, to rife above it.

The fortitude of his conduct daring the trial, and

previous to the execution, fufEcicntly refcue his me-

mory from the vile and indelible taint of cowardice:

And, in a paper which he delivered immediately be-

fore his death to the Marihal of the Admiralty, he

declares the fatisfaction he felt in the confcioumefs

of having faithfully difcharged his duty to the ut-

moft of his judgment and ability j and he ftyles

himfelf, not without fome appearance of reafon,

" a victim deftined to divert the indignation and

refentment of an injured and deluded people.

"

Notwithftanding the facrifke of this victim, the

nation exhibited fymptoms of the highcil dilTatif-

faction at the conduct of the Adminiftration under

vvhofe guidance and government nothing but dif-

graces and difafters had happened. The prolpecl

of a German war for the protection of Hanover

was odious to the majority of the people ; the de-

feat of Braddock, and the fubfequent lofles in Ame-
rica, were the fubject of equal aftonimment and

indignation, and the recent capture of Minorca

threw the kingdom into a paroxyfm of rage, as the

apprehenfion of an invafion had before done into

that
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that of terror. And though the Ministry, in call-

ing in the afliftance of the Heffian and Hanoverian

auxiliaries, had acted with the general approbation,

and even applaufe, their conduct, now the danger

had palled over, was ftigmatized as the effect of a

ridiculous and reproachful timidity, if not rather of

abfolute treachery. It was fuggefted that the king-

dom had been left purpoiely unprovided, and that

the natives of South Britain had been formerly

fubdued by auxiliaries of the fame country, hired,

like thefe, for their defence and protection. And
the publie fufpicion and hatred of thefe foreign

mercenaries rofe to fuch an height, that the modeft,

orderly, and inoffenfive behaviour only, by which

they were diftinguiflied, could, we are aflured, have

.fecured them from a£ts of outrage. War had been

declared in form by Great Britain againft: France in

May 1756, and, in the following month, by

France againft Great Britain: And much pains

were taken in the manifesto publifhed by the latter,

to contraft the moderation and equity of the Court

of Verfailles with the intemperate violence of the

Court of London, and particularly ftigmatizing the

feizures of the French fhips of war and commerce,

before a declaration of war, as piracy and perfidy.

And it muff be acknowleged, that no very folid or

fatisfactory reafon has been afTigned for delaying

the declaration on the part of England, when hof-

tiiities were not only refolved upon but actually

1 com-
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commenced. The Duke of Newcaftle and Mr*

Fox, now at the head of the Adminiftration, find-

ing the tide of popularity and opinion fet ftrongly

againft them, dreaded with reafon the approaching

meeting of Parliament, and determined, by a

timely refignation, to avert the difgracc and dan*,

ger attending a compulfive difmiffion. In No*

vember 1756, Mr. Pitt was appointed principal Se*

cretary of State ; Mr. Legge reinftated in his poll:

of Chancellor of the Exchequer, which had been

occupied during his fecefhon by Sir George, after-

wards Lord Lyttelton ; and the Duke of Devon-

shire was nominated to the high office of Firft Lord

Commifiioner of the Treafury. On the fecond

of December, the Seflion was opened by a very

animated fpeech from the throne, in which his Ma-

jefty exprened his confidence " that the union,

fortitude, and affection, of his people would, under

the guidance of the divine Providence, enable him to

furmount every difficulty, and vindicate the dignity

of his Crown againft the ancient enemy of Great

Britain. He declared, that the recent loffes in

America demanded refolutions of vigor and dif-

patch : And that he had nothing fo much at heart

as to remove all grounds of diffatisfa&ion from his

people ; for this end. he had remanded the foreign

troops which had been brought hither at the defire

of Parliament ; and recommended the framing of

a national militia, relying with pleafure on the

Vol. II. S fpirit
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fpirit and zeal of his people in defence of his p£r-

fon and realm. He took notice of the unnatural

union of counfels abroad, threatening the fubver-

fion of the Empire, and of the protejiant intereft on

the Continent j concluding with profeffions of his

unwearied care and unceafmg endeavors to promote

the glory and happinefs of his people." Soon after

the commencement of the SeiTion, Mr. Pitt, now
regarded as firfl Minifter, delivered to the Houfe a

meflage from the King, importing, " that as the

formidable preparations, and vindictive defigns, of

France, were evidently bent againfl his Majefty's

Electoral dominions, and the territories of his good

ally the King of Pruffia, his Majefty confided in the

zeal and affection of his faithful Commons to aiTift

him in forming and maintaining an army of obferv-

ation for the juft and neceiTary defence of the

fame, and to enable him to fulfil his engagements

with his Pruffian Majefty, for the fecurity of the

Empire, and the fupport of their common inte-

refts." Notwithftanding the great popularity of

the prefent Adminiftration, fuftained by the fupe-

rior talents and general integrity of the Minifters,

there were not wanting thofe in the Houfe of Com-

mons who forcibly urged the contrail between this

recommendation, and the former eloquent reafon-

ings and invectives of the Minifter againfl the whole

fatal fyftem of Continental connection ; the inex-

prelTible folly and madnefs of which appeared in

the
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the mofl: (hiking point of view at the prefent crifis,

when, after all the millions expended, and the le-

gions facrificed to the prefervation of a chimerical

balance of power, with which the fafety of Eng-

land was fuppofed, or pretended, to be connected,

we were left deftitute of an ally, excepting a Prince

fo embarrafied in his own affairs, that, far from being

able to grant affiftance to us, he would certainly

need to be fupported by us. England, they

alferted, was under no obligation, either of intereft

or duty, to exhauft her treafure and her blood in

the defence of Hanover. That Electorate was fuf-

jficiently fecured in common with the other Electo-

rates, Principalities, and Coeftates, of the Germa-

nic Body, by the Conftitutions of the Empire. It

was not to be imagined, that the Princes of the

Empire, or even that Auftria itfelf, notwithftand-

ing her recent and forced alliance with France,

would fufFer fo formidable a power to acquire a

permanent eftablifhment in Germany ; that, if any

reluctance appeared to engage in the defence of a

caufe in which they had an immediate and common,

intereft., it arofe entirely from the firmnefs of their

perfuafion, that the interpofition of England would

render all interference on their part fuperfluous.

It was boldly affirmed, that the whole of the public

debt contracted fince the acceffion of the Houfe of

Hanover, was incurred in purfuance of meafures

totally foreign to the interefts of thefe kingdoms :

S 2 And
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And that if Hanover mufl at all events become the

object of the folicitude of Great Britain, it would

be infinitely better that France mould be allowed

to acquire and retain peaceable pofTeffion of the

Electorate during the continuance of the war, and

to indemnify the inhabitants for the lolles and fuf-

ferings which they might incur at the conclufion

of it, than to maintain vaft armies at an immenfe

expenfe for its defence and fecurity, of which, after

all, it remained extremely problematic whether we

were equal to the accomplifhment." The meHage,

neverthelefs, was received by the Houfe with loyal

approbation, and the fupplies granted to the utmofl:

extent demanded by the Minifter. It was, how-

ever, ftrongly fufpe&ed, that the meafure thus

coldly recommended, or rather ftated to the Houfe,

had been previoufly objected againft. in the cabinet '

r

and, in a fhort time, it could no longer be con-

cealed that the new Adminiftration was agitated by

a great internal convulfion ; and that the favorite

project of the King for ftrengthening the army in

Germany with large reinforcements of troops from

England was not aflented to by the patriot minifters

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge. His Majefly, irritated

by the pertinacity of their oppofition, at length re-

folved upon an effort to relieve himfelf from this

unwelcome and imperious control ; and, in April

1757, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge were fuddenly d f-

miiTed from their offices ; the Chancellorfhip of the

Exchequer
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Exchequer being configned, pro tempore, to the

Chief Juftice of England. And Mr. Fox, again

deftined to take the lead in affairs, and inverted

with full and unlimited powers, had made propo-

fals to his former coadjutor, the Duke of New-

caflle, to refume his ftation at the head of the

Treafury. But his Grace, doubting the (lability

of the new arrangement, thought it expedient to

demur ; and, in the mean time, commenced a fe-

cret negotiation with the Ex-Minifters, and, after

an interregnum of fome weeks agitated by the vio-

lence of political conflict and cabal, joined them

openly with all his powerful connections. The

alarm of the nation at the difmiflion of Mr. Pitt

and Mr. Legge is fcarcely conceivable. Number-

lefs addreffes from all parts were prefented to his

Majefty, befeeching him to reinflate thele Minifters

in their employments. The principal cities sad

corporations in the kingdom prefented them with

the freedom of their refpeclive guilds in golden

boxes. Party fpirit feemed to be extinguifhed, tor

all voices, without one diifonant murmur, wei

now united in their praife. Mr. Fox, perceiving;

it impoffible to (tern the torrent, wifely coun-

selled the Monarch to yield, without refinance to

the wimes of the people. And, in June, Vlr. Pi' ;

refumed the Seals of Secretary of State, Mr. Leg.

and the Duke of Newcaftle their former ftations at

the Board of Treafury, Lord Anfon was placet; a

S 3 the
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the head of the Admiralty, Sir Robert Henley ap-

pointed Keeper of the Great Seal in the room of

Lord Hardwicke, and Mr. Fox himfelf, acceding

to the new order of things, was gratified with the

lucrative office of Paymailer-General of the army**

In

* " Public matters, fays Lord Chefterfield in a letter to his

friend Mr. Dayrolles, February 1757, have been, and are ftill,

too undecypherable for me to underftand, confequently to

relate. Fox, out of place, taking the lead in the Houfe of

Commons, Pitt, Secretary of State, declares that he is no Mi-

nifter, and has no Minilterial influence. The Duke of New-

caftle and Lord Hardwicke lie by and declare themfelves for nei-

ther party.—April 1 75"', Our public fituation is now, perhaps,

more ridiculous and unaccountable than ever. Two polls which

were once thought coniiderable ones, which ufed to be folicited

by many, and wifhed for by more, I mean thofe of Secretary of

State and Chancellor of the Exchequer, have been proffered

about to a degree of profufion, and yet refufed. The late pof-

feffors of them were moft imprudently turned out before the end

of the Seflion, and are thereby become not only the moft, but,

perhaps, the only two, popular men now in this kingdom.—

July 1757, After many negotiations, breakings off, and recom-

mencements, things are at laft fixed. About three weeks ago,

Fax was in a manner declared Minifter, to the exclufion of the

Duke of Newcaftle and Pitt, and the Seals of the Chancel-

lorship of the Exchequer were to have been given to him the

next day. Upon this Holdernefs refigned ; the Duke of Rut-

land, and fome others, declared their intentions of following

his example, and many refufed the places that were offered them

by Fox as the firft Minifttr for thofe two or three days. Upon

thefe difcouragements, Fox went to the King, and told him,

that it was impoffible for him, in fuch a fituation, to undertake

the
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In confequence of this general coalition of parties,

all oppofition in Parliament feemed annihilated,

and Mr. Pitt, to whom the entire direction of the

war was now entrufied, had free and full fcope to

exert his utmofl ability in the fervice of his coun-

try. The events, however, which marked the

commencement of his adminiftration were by no

means fortunate. A formidable armament, equip-

ped with incredible diligence, failed from the har-

bor of Portfmouth the beginning of September,

confiding of eighteen fhips of the line, and a large

body of land forces, under the command of Sir

Edward Hawke and Sir John Mordaunt. When
Mr. Pitt ordered the fleet to be equipped, and ap-

pointed the period for its being at the place of ren-

dezvous, Lord Anfon faid it was impoilible to com-

ply with the requifition : But Mr. Pitt, with great

warmth, replied, " That it might be done ; and, if

the mips were not ready at the time fpecified, he

mould fignify his neglect to the King, and impeach

his Lordihip in the Houfe of Commons." The

menace produced its effect, and, on the twenty-

third of the fame month, the fleet anchored off the

river Charente with a view to attempt the reduction

of the city of Rochefort. Many days palled in

founding the river, in reconnoitring the coafts, in

the management of affairs. The King hereupon, though very

unwillingly, fent for the Duke of Newcallle again, and at laft,

after a thoufand difficulties, things are as you have feen in the

papers."

—

Lord CbeJIerjield's Mifcellaneout Works.

S 4 removing
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removing the troops from the tranfports to the

boats, and the boats to the tranfports; and in

deliberations upon the intent and practicability

of the inftructions under which they were to act.

At length it was concluded to rlfque an attack upon

the ifle of Aix, fituated in the mouth of the Cha-

rente, and defended by a fmall fort and garrifon
;

and this fervice, equal in importance to that of

picking up (hells on the fhore, being performed,

and the works demolished, a council of war was

held, in which it was refolved, agreably to that

fpii it of quietifm by which it has been obferved that

councils of war are in general diflinguifhed *, to

return without delay to England. Great expecta-

tions having been entertained of the event of this

expedition, the nation was proportionably difap-

pointed, and enraged at its failure : And the public

cenfure was directed chiefly, if not folely, againft

the General, it being admitted that the Minifter

had left nothing undone to enfure the fuccefs of it,

and that the Admiral had acted in no refpect in-

continently with his high character for judgment

and fpirit. It was faid that the inactivity and timi-

* Lord Clive declared to the Parliamentary Committee of

Enquiry, inltituted A. D. 1773, " that he never called a Council

of war but once, which was previous to his pafling the Ganges

on his famous expedition to Moorfhedabad ; and, if he had then

followed the decifion of the council, the Company had been

undone."

dity
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dity of Sir John Mordaunt were lefs pardonable

than the raihnefs and prefumption of General

Braddock, who, if he failed to attain his object,

had at lealt fuibined the national reputation by his

courage ; and fo nigh did the clamor arife, that it

was thought neceffary to inftitute a court-martial

for the trial of this Commander, by whom he was,

to the amazement of the public, unanimoufly ac-

quitted : And the fentence was univerfally con-

traced with that of the former court, which had

c< ndcmned an Admiral ro death for not doing his

vimojl ; whereas a General was now acquitted,

though it was univerfally acknowledged that he had

done nothing. But the failure of the enterprife

againft Rochefort, however it might excite the

chagrin of the public, was of little eftimation or

importance in the view of the Court, when com-

pared with the difafters which had befallen the

army of obfervation in Germany. Early in the

fpring(i75 ) his Royal Highnefs the Duke of

Cumberland had embarked for Hanover, in order

to take upon him the command of the confederate

troops, now, in confequence of the recent junction

of the Pruflians, amounting to about fifty thoufand

men. Marefchal D'Etrees, the French Com-
mander, an officer of great ability, advancing from

the banks of the Rhine, the paffage of which the

King of Pruffia in va'n urged the Duke to defend,

the confederate army was compelled to retire be-

yond
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yond the Wefer : And the French General having

patted this' river alfo without oppofition, attacked

the Duke in his camp at Haflenbeck, July 25 ;

and, while the battle was yet doubtful, the Eng-

lifh Commander, from a defect, not of courage,

but of military fkill and judgment, is charged with

giving orders for founding a retreat. A redoubt

In centre of the allied army haying been carried

by the French, it was inftantly retaken, fword in

hand, by the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwick,

** who by this coup cTeffai difcovered, fays the

King of Pruflia, that nature had deflined him for

a hero." The Duke being (till preifed by the

French army, retreated firfl to Nienburg, then to

Verden, and at length to Stade. The Marefchal

D'Etrees, regarding with a watchful and pene-

trating eye the motions of the Duke, when urged

to embrace a favorable moment of attack, replied

that there was no occafion for fighting. And, in

fact, his Royal Highnefs was quickly reduced, as

the Marefchal forefaw, to a moft diflreffing di-

lemma. In front his farther march was arretted by

the German ocean ; on the right and left he was

inclofed by the rivers Elbe and Wefer 5 and the

French having taken poffeflion of the pafTes as the

confederate army receded, the Duke had no option

remaining but to fubmit to terms of capitulation,

which were figned, under the mediation of Den-

mark, in the month of September (1757), at

Cloifter*
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Cloifter-Seven, by which the Ele&orate of Hano-

ver was left in the hands of the French ; and the

whole confederate army, amounting to about forty

thoufand HefTians, Hanoverians, and Brunfwick-

ers, were difarmed and difbanded—the King of

Pruffia having previoufly withdrawn his troops,

from the apprehenfion of this cataftrophe. On his

return to England, the Duke of Cumberland not

receiving thofe marks of gratitude and acknow-

ledgement which he thought due to his eminent fer-

vices, refigned all his military employments in high

difguft, and henceforth took no farther public part

in any civil or military tranfaction. The inglo-

rious convention of Cloifter-Seven feemed as it

were the crifis of the war; and England was now

reduced to that extreme point of deprefiion from

which fhe was deftined, in gradual retroceffion, to*

attain to a height of elevation unknown to the mofl;

brilliant seras of her former hiflory.

After the unfuccefsful campaign of 1757 in

America, the Earl of Loudon returned to Englan d,

leaving the chief command in the hands of General

Abercrombie, from whom it quickly devolved to

Major- General, now Lord Amherit, who, on the

arrival of Admiral Bofcawen from England, early

in the year 1758, with very powerful reinforce-

ments, concerted with General Abercrombie a plan

of fpirited and active operations for the enfuiing

campaign. The troops now aflembled, both regu-

lars
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lars and provincials, amounted to no lefs than

fifty thoufand men, a military force to which the

new world had feen nothing comparable ; and

much too great to be employed on any fmgle ob-

ject. The garrifon of Louifburg being greatly re-

duced in confequence of the perfect fecurity it was

fuppofed to enjoy after the abandonment of the ex-

pedition of the lad fummer, it was refolved to re-

new the attempt. And General Amherft, with

twelve thoufand men, being convoyed by the fleet

under Admiral Bofcawen, anchored June 2, in fight

of the fortrefs, which, in a few days, was formally

inverted. The approaches were made with great

fkill and circumfpection ; and the Chevalier Dru-

court, the Governor, feeing no profpect of relief,

affented to a capitulation on the twenty-feventh of

July, Exclufive of the city of Louifburg and the

ivhole ifland of Cape Breton, fix fhips of the line

and five frigates, which were ftationed in the har-

bor for the protection of the place, were either de-

stroyed or taken by the Englifh. General Aber-

crombie himfelf undertook, at the head of a flill

greater force, to reduce the French forts on the

lakes George and Champlain. The firfl attempted

was Ticonderago, a fortrefs which commands the

communication between the two lakes, furrounded

on three fides with water, and, in front, fecured

by a morafs, and farther defended, upon this

emergency, with a breaft-work, entrenchments,

and
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and ahbatis. The General, however, determined

• upon an affault ; but met with a fevere repulfe,

and was compelled to retreat with the lofs of

one thoufand eight hundred men j with which dif-

after he was fo much difpirited, that he immedi-

ately reimbarked his troops, though dill much fu-

perior in force to the enemy, and returned to the

camp at Lake George, from whence he had taken

his departure.

An event (till the fubjecl: of tender recollection

and regret in America, took place on this occafion

in the death of Lord Howe, a young Nobleman

who combined the molt amiable manners with the

mod mining talents and the mod heroic courage.

His memory was honored by a vote of the Alfembly

of Maflachufets for the erection of a fuperb ceno-

taph, at the expenfe of the province, amongft the

heroes and patriots of Britain, in the collegiate

church of Weftminfter.

A considerable corps, however, detached by Ge-

neral Abercrombie, under Colonel Bradftreet,

againft Fort Frontenac, fituated on the northern

bank of the river St. Laurence, at the precife point

of its departure from Lake Ontario, reduced this

important poll with little lofs. And Brigadier

Forbes, who was deftined to command the expe-

dition againft Fort du Quefne, on the Ohio, find-

ing it, on his arrival, difmantled and abandoned,

immediately repaired and garrilbned • the fort,

changing
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changing its name, in compliment to the Minifter,

to Pittfburgh. And, in October, peace was efta-

blifhed by a formal treaty between Great Britain

and the Indian nations inhabiting the rich and fer-

tile plains between the Lakes and the Ohio. At
the grand conference which preceded this treaty,

the following oration, not unworthy of hifloric

notice, was addreffed to the Englifh Commiflioners

by one of the Sachems, delegated to conduct this

negotiation on the part of the Indians : " Bre-

thren—I have raifed my voice, and all the Indians

have heard me as far as the Twightwees, and have

regarded my voice, and are now come to this place.

Brethren, the caufe why the Indians of Ohio left

you was owing to yourfelves. The Governor of

Virginia fettled in our lands, and difregarded our

meflages : But, when the French came to us, they

traded with our people, ufed them kindly, and

gained their affections. Our coufms the Minifinks

tell us, they were wronged of a great deal of land,

and pufhed back by the Englifh, fettling fo faft

upon them as not to know whether they have any

lands remaining in furety. You deal hardly with

us ;
you claim all the wild animals of the forefts,

and will not let us come on your lands fo much as

to hunt after them
; you will .not let us peel the

bark of a fingle tree to cover our cabins—furely

this is hard ! Our fathers, when they fold the land,

did not purpofe to deprive themfelves of hunting

3 the
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the wild deer, or ufing a branch of wood. Bre-

thren, we have already acquainted you with our

grievances ; and we have referred our caufe to the

great king. I defire to know if King George

has yet decided this matter, and whether juftice

will be done to. the Minifinks ?"

Governor Bernard, in return, allured them that

full fatisfaction fhould be given to the Minifmks ;

and Governor Denny delivering to the Chief a

belt and firing of wampum, declared " the ancient

union of the Britifli and Indian nations to be re-

newed and confirmed, and that frefh earth was

put to the roots of the tree of peace, in order that

it may bear up againfl every florm, and fiourim as

long as
r
the fun mines, and the rivers continue to

flow."

Thefe events fufficiently indicated that the for-

tune of the war had at length changed, and the

French, who had been hitherto the affailants, now

faw the neceflity of concentrating their force, ia

order to defend themfelves from future attack and

invafion. General Amherfl, who pofTefTed in an

high degree the fpirit of military enterprize, had,,

on afluming the chief command, formed a pro-

jecl:, which would doubtlefs have appeared roman-

tic and impracticable to his predeceffors, for the

entire conqueft of Canada in one campaign.

For the accomplishment of this grand fch-em^.

Brigadier-General Wolfe, an officer who had dif-

tinguifhed
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tinguifhed himfelf, in a very remarkable manner,

at late the fiege of Louifburg, was directed, as foon

as the navigation of the St. Laurence ihould be

clear of ice, to proceed with a ftrong fquadron of

fhips of war, and a large body of land-forces, to

undertake the fiege of Quebec, the capital of

French America. General Amherft:, in perfon,

propofed, with the principal army, to reduce the

forts of Ticonderago an<f Crown Point ; to crofs

the lake Champlain, and, marching along the ri-

ver Richelieu, and the fouthern banks of the St.

Laurence, to join General Wolfe under the walls

of Quebec. Laftly, Brigadier-General Prideaux,

with another feparate corps, reinforced by a nu-

merous body of Indians, afTembled and conducted

by the influence and authority of Sir William John-

fon, was deftined to inveft the important poft and

fortrefs of Niagara, which commanded the navi-

gation of the lakes, and the communication of

the rivers St. Laurence and Mimfippi. After the

reduction of Niagara, the forces were ordered

to be embarked on the Lake Ontario, and proceed-

ing down the river St. Laurence, to undertake

the fiege of Montreal, the fecond city of Canada,

and then to join the grand army before Quebec.

It is fcarcely to be imagined that fo magnificent

and daring a project mould, in the execution, prove

completely fuccefsful in all its parts. It was how-

ever doubtlefs the conception of a great military

genius

;
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genius ; and the final refult of this plan forms the

highefl eulogium which can be bellowed upon it.

General Amherft, in the month of July, arrived

at Ticonderago, which at firft: the enemy feemed

preparing refolutely to defend : But, in the night

of the 27th, they fuddenly and unaccountably

abandoned this ftrong and hitherto impregnable

poll, and retired to Crown Point. The General,

after giving the neceflary qrders for the fecurity of

the fortrefs, embarked with the army, and reached

Crown Point on the 4th of Auguft j but by this

time Crown Point alfo was evacuated, and the

Englifh commander was informed that the French

had retired to the Ifle aux Noix, at the northern

extremity of the lake Champlain, where they were

reported to be encamped in force. The General,

after making the mo ft vigorous and indefatigable

exertions to fecure a naval fuperiority on the lake,

again embarked his troops, in order to proceed to

the attack of Ifle aux Noix : But a continued fuc-

ceffion of florins and tempefts compelled him to

defift from the profecution of his defign, and he

returned to Crown Point, in the vicinity of which

he took up his winter-quarters, in order to facilitate

the early commencement of the enfuing campaign.

Here he had the fatisfaction to learn that the expe*

dition againfl Niagara had terminated happily ; for

though General Prideaux was ' unfortunately flain

by the burfling of a {hell in vifiting the trenches,

Vol, II. T General
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General Johnfon, who fucceedcd to the command,

after defeating a body of forces which attempted

the relief of the fort, had become mailer of it by

capitulation, July 25 ; the projected defign againft

Montreal, in confequence of various combining

obflacles, neverthelefs remaining for the prefent

fufpended.

But by far the mod difficult and dangerous

branch of the plan originally concerted, was allot-

ted to General Wolfe, whofe riling talents and re-

putation now began to excite univerfal attention.

On the 26th of June, the armament deiliued for

the invafion of Canada, arrived at the ifland of Or-

leans, formed by the branches of the river St. Lau-

rence, and extending to the bafon of Quebec. This

metropolis is fituated at the confluence of the rivers

St. Laurence and St. Charles. The fortifications

are ftrong, and the city elegant and extenfive. It

confiils of an upper and a lower town ; the lower

town is built upon the ftrand, which flretches

along the bafe of the lofty rock on which the up-

per town is fituated. This rock continues with a

bold and fleep front far to the weftward, parallel

to, the river St. Laurence. On this fide, there-

fore, the city might well be deemed abfolutely m-

^acceffible. On the other, it was protected by the

river St. Charles, the channel of which is rough

and broken, and its borders interfered with ra-

vines. On the {eft bank of this river the French

armv,
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»rmy, amounting to about io,goo men, under

the command of M. de Montcalm, were polled ; the

encampment extending to the river of Montmo-

renci to the eaft, and their rear was covered with

impenetrable woods.

The Englifh General, perfectly fenfible that un*

lefs the enemy could be brought to a decifive en-

gagement, his enterprize muft prove abortive, re-

folved, after fome feints, in vain made to induce

his able and cautious anragonift to relinquifh

this advantageous pod, to attack the French in

their entrenchments, near the falls of Montmo-

renci. On the lafl day of July, difpofitions being

made for a general aflault, the troops were landed

under the cover of the cannon of the mips of war ;.

but, notwithstanding the exprefs orders given, not

to march forward till the whole army was formed,

the Englifh grenadiers rufhing to the attack with

irregular impetuofity, were foon thrown into con-

fufion by the enemy's fire, and fuftered very fe-

verely in the retreat. The General advancing in

perfon with the remaining brigades, the fugitives

formed again in the rear of the army ; but the

plan of attack was effectually difconcerted ; and

the Englifh commander was compelled to give

orders for repairing the river to the ifland of Or-

leans, which was effected not without confiderable

lofs.

At this period the General tranfmitted dif-

T 2 patchrs
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patches to England, penned with remarkable per-

fpicuity and elegance, but in a tone of depreffion

which demonftrated a perfect fenfe of the embar-

raffments of his fituation. " We have, faid he,

almoft: the whole force of Canada to oppofe. In

fuch a choice of difficulties I own myfelf at a lofs

how to determine. The affairs of Great Britain, I

know, require the mod: vigorous meafures ; but

the courage of a handful of brave men mould be

exerted only where there is fome hope of a fa-

vourable event*."

The difafier of Montmorenci made a deep im-

preffion on the lofty and fufceptible mind of the

Engliiri General. He was obferved often to figh ;

and, to his intimate friends, he declared his de-

termination to die rather than endure the cenfure

and reproach which invariably attend the want of

fuccefs. An effort tranfcendently bold, and ap-

proaching in other circumftances to rafhnefs and

defperation, yet remained to be tried. A plan

* Though the difappn'mtment of General Wolfe mud have

been inexpreffibly great, at the failure of the concerted plan

of co-operation on the part of General Amhcrft
;

yet it is

highly plcafmg to obferve, that throughout this celebrated let-

ter, not a fymptom is to be found, of d'lffal'ufad'wn at the con-

duct of that commander, whofe utmoft exertions General

Wolfe was well aflured would not be wanting to its accomplifli-

ment. The whole exhibits a picture of gloomy grandeur, oi a

mind revolving and meditating de fig ns, of the temerity of which

it is perfectly confeious.

WiS
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was formed, in concert with the naval commander

Admiral Saunders, for landing the troops on the

northern bank of the river, above the city, and

by fcaling the heights, hitherto fuppofed inaccef-

fible, to gain poifeffion of the grounds at the back

of the town, where it was but flightly fortified.

The Admiral, in order to deceive the enemy, mov-

ed up the river feveral leagues beyond the fpot

fixed upon for the landing ; but, during the night,

he fell down with the ftream, in order to protect

the difembarkment of the troops, which was hap-

pily accomplifhed m fecrefy and filence. The pre-

cipice now remained to be afcended ; and, with

infinite labor and difficulty, the troops fuftaining

themfelves by the rugged projections of the rock,

and the branches of the trees and plants which

fprang from the innumerable clefts into which it

was every-where broken, they at laft attained the

fummit, and immediately formed in order of battle.

The intelligence being quickly conveyed to M.

de Montcalm that the Englifh army was in actual

pofTeffion of the heights of Abraham, that com-

mander declared himfelf unable to exprefs his

aftonifhment, and immediately comprehended the

neceflity of rifquing an engagement, in order to

fave the city.

Abandoning, therefore, his flrong camp of

Montmorenci, he paffed the river St. Charles, and

advanced to the attack of the Englifh army, with

T 3 great
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great intrepidity. A very warm engagement en-

fued, and General Wolfe, who flood confpicuous

in the front of the line, received a mot in the

wrift, which, wrapping a handkerchief around it,

he feemed not to notice, and continued giving or-

ders without the leaff. emotion. But advancing at

the head of the grenadiers, another ball pierced

his bread, and compelled him to retire to a fpot a

little diftant from the field of a&ion, where he

expreffed the mod eager anxiety to learn the fate

of the battle. He was, after an interval of fuf-

penfe, told that the enemy were vifibly broken ;

And reclining, from extreme faintnefs, his head

on the arm of an officer (handing near him, he was

in a fhort time aroufed with the diftant found of

They fly ! they fly !
—" Who fly ?" exclaimed the

dying hero—on being told " the French,"—

" Then, faidhe, I depart content," and almofl im-

mediately expired in the arms of victory. A death

more glorious, and attended with circumftances

more pi&urefque and interefting, is no-where to

be found in the annals of hiftory. The death

of Epaminondas only, to which that of WoJfe

has frequently been compared, feems to difpute

the pre-eminence *.

The

* Sic certus hoftes terga dare in fugam

Thcbanus Heros " extrahc telum'' ait

:

Vultuque fubridens amoeno

Magnajn animam exhilaratus efHat.

Ambo
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The Generals Monckton and Townihend, after

the lofs of their commander, continued the

fight with unabating ardor ; and M. de Montcalm,

the French commander, receiving a mortal wound,

the French gave way on all fides, and a mod
complete victory was gained, at a comparatively

inconfiderable expenfe. The city of Quebec,

{truck with confternation at this event, almoft im-

mediately capitulated, though dill provided with

the means of a vigorous defence, and the (nattered

remains of the French army retired with precipita-

tion to Montreal.

In England this intelligence, which very clofely

followed the former doubtful difpatches of the Ge-

neral, excited that delirium of joy which the return

of national profperity, after a long feries of national

difafters, is alone adequate to infpire. This was

damped only by the death of the hero who had at-

chieved the conqueft ; but fo fafcinating were the

glories with which it was invironed, that in fact

Ambo beati ! Plaudite, milites,

Morte invidenda plaudite nobilem !

Te rura, fortunate, et urbes,

Te recinet, nemus omne, Wolfi.

Vide Canadia, an Ode publimed in the year 1760, and fraught

with all the beauties of elegant and cluiTic compohtion. The

glorious deaths of other heroes prefs at the fame time upon the

imagination—of a Bayard ; a Sydney ; a Gallon de Foix ;—of a

Guftavus Adolphus ; and of Conitantine the lail Emperor of the

Greek?, which, though not adorned by the purple coloring of

fuccefs, is perhaps beyond all others intrinfically illuilrious.

T 4 it
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it rather heightened than diminifhed the exultation

of the triumph.

General Murray, who had been appointed to

the government of Quebec, took every precaution

that prudence could fuggeff. to fecure and main?

tain this important pofTeflion. Nor were they

found ruperfluoiis ; for, early in the fpring of the

year 1760, the Chevalier de Levis, who fucceeded

M. de Montcalm as commander of the French

forces, aflembled with great diligence, from all

quarters, the troops remaining in Canada, and be-

gan his march from Montreal, in the month of

April, hoping to recapture Quebec before the gar-

rifcn could receive the expected fuccors from

England. General Murray, though much infe-

numbers, took pofTefTion of an advantage-'

»ft 111 the vicinity of Quebec, and determin-

ed to rifque an engagement, which, if it proved un-<

fttc'cefsful, would not prevent his retiring within

the walls of the city, which he determined to

defend to the lad extremity. The great dis-

parity of force foon decided the conflict in fa-

vor of the French, and the General retreated to

Quebec, which was immediately invefled by the

French army. But on the intelligence that an

Englifh fleet deflined for its relief, was already in

the gulph of St. Laurence, they raifed the fiege

with great precipitation, leaving their provifions,

{tores, and artillery, in the hands of General

Murray. And the Marquis de Vaudreuil, Gover-

nor-
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nor-General of Canada, now centered all his hopes

in the defence of Montreal, which, in the expect-

ation of an attack from General Amherft, he

had ilrengthened with new fortifications, had re-

cruited his army wirh new levies of troops, and

had collected large magazines of military (tores.

The Englifh commander, after detaching Colonel

Haviland with a ftrong force to befiege the poft oc-

cupied by the French at Ifle aux Noix, proceeded

himfelf to the banks of the lake Ontario, where

he embarked his troops, and croffing the lakes re-

duced the IJle Royale, commanding the entrance

of the great river St. Laurence, the navigation of

which, to the ifland of Montreal, is rendered ex-

tremely dangerous, by the number of rapids and

falls. The General, however, arrived with his

army at Montreal, the beginning of September,

with inconfiderable lofs ; and in a fhort time he

was joined by General Murray, who had received

orders to co-operate with him on the fide of Que-

bec, And Colonel Haviland alfo, after the reduc-

tion of Ifle aux Noix, had advanced with the forces

under his command, to the fouth fide of the river,

oppofite to Montreal. The Marquis de Vaudreuil

perceiving himfelf completely inverted, and de-

fpairing of relief, demanded a capitulation, which

was granted upon very favorable terms. And
thus the conquefl of the province of Canada was

finally completed—a conquefl: the moll glorious

and
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and the mod important ever atchieved by the

arms of Great Britain.

Uninterrupted profperity alfo, during the fame

period, attended the operations of the war, on the

part of England, in the other quarters of the

globe. Early in the year 175S, a plan had been

prefented to the Minifter, by one Cumming, an

African merchant, of the pacific feci of Quakers,

for the reduction of Fort Louis, on the river Se-

negal, which being examined and approved, a

fmall fquadron was equipped, under the command

of Captain Marfh, hoifting a broad pendant ;

Mr. Cumming embarking alfo on board the Com-

modore's fhip, as a promoter and director of the

expedition. After difperfing fome armed veflels,

which oppofed their entrance into the river, the

fort and adjoining factory furrendered without a

blow, to the Commodore ; and Mr. Cumming de-

fended his recommendation as perfectly confonant

to his religious principles, affirming himfelf to have

been previouily perfuaded that it. would prove a

bloodlefs conqueff.

. And in the latter end of this year, a fuccefT-

ful attempt was made, under the conduct of Com-

modore Keppel, with a more considerable force,

upon the lfland of Goree, fituated at the mouth of

the Senegal. The ifland was defended by two

fmall forts, and feveral batteries, mounted with

more than one hundred pieces oi cannon ; but they

were
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were foon filenced by a furious cannonade from

the fhips of war. During the attack, the oppofite

fhores were covered with multitudes of the natives,

who exprefled, with loud clamor and uncouth ges-

ticulations, their afionilhmentat the terrible execu-

tion performed by the Britiih fquadron.

Nearly at the fame time, a very powerful arma-

ment, with fix regiments of infantry on board

under the command of Generals Hopfon and Bar-

rington, failed from St. Helens, and being joined

on their arrival in Carlifle Bay, in the ifland of

Barbadoes, by a confiderable additional force under

Commodore Moore, the united fquadrons pro-

ceeded to Martinique ; but finding this important

jiland better prepared for its defence than was ex-

pected, they directed their courfe to Guadaloupe,

of which, after a long and obftinate refinance,

they made themfelves -mafters— the neighbouring

ifles of Defeada and Marigalante furrendering aifo

on capitulation. Notwithstanding the ill fuccefs

of the expedition againil Rochefort, the Minifter

determined upon another attempt of the fame na-

ture ; the execution of which was entrufled to

Commodore, now Lord Howe, an officer of ap-

proved judgment and gallantry, who difembarking

the troops, agreably to his inftruttions, on the coafl

of Normandy, took pcjfleffion of the town of Cher-

burg without oppofition : And, after deftroying

the harbor and bafon of that place, upon which

much
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much labor and much money had been expended,

the fleet fet fail for England ; but, in a fhort time,

it again weighed and flood to the fouthward ; and

the land forces, under General Bligh, difembarked,

under the cannon of the fhipping, two leagues to

the weftward of St. Maloes, which they found,

h~~vever, too ftrongly fortihed to be carried by a

coup de main. The Genet al, therefore, determined

to penetrate into the open Country, and advanced,

for what purpofe is not eafy to divine, to a confi-

derable diilance beyond the poffibility of protection

from the fleet. The unimportant operations of this

predatory war foon received an alarming interrup-

tion from the intelligence that the Due d'Aguillon,

Governor of Bretagne, was in full march, at the

head of eighteen regular battalions and fquadrons,

to intercept their retreat. The General immedi-

ately began his march for the bay of St. Cas,

where the Englim fleet lay at anchor : But, before

he could complete the reimbarkauon of his troops,

the rear-guard, confifling of fifteen hundred men,

was attacked by the French, and the far greater

part of them killed or taken. The utility of expe-

ditions of this nature, even when mod fuccefsful,

feems very liable to queftion ; and the expenfe at-

tending the prefent unfortunate attempt, in parti-

cular, was fo great, and the damage fuftained by

the enemy fo trivial, that it was by fome perfons

info-
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infolently ftyled " a fcheme to break windows

with guineas."

In the enfuing fummer (1759), Admiral Rod-

ney was detached with a fquadron, under pretext

of impeding the rendezvous of the tranfports col-

lecting in its vicinity, to bombard the town of

Havre de Grace, which was, at the firfl alarm,

deferted by the inhabitants in great consternation.

Nineteen hundred (hells, and eleven hundred car-

cafes, were, it is faid, expended in this direful acl

of unavailing vengeance.

In the fucceeding month of Auguft:, Admiral

Bofcawen, who now commanded in the Mediter-

ranean, had, however, an opportunity of afierting

the honor of the Britifh flag in a manner much

more effectual. M. de la Clue, endeavoring to

pafs the Strait of Gibraltar with a confiderable

fquadron, was intercepted by the Englifh Admiral

off Cape Lagos ; and, after a fierce conflict;, the

French Admiral's own fhip, the Ocean of eighty

guns, and three other capital fhips, ftruck their

colors to the Englifh. This victory was foon fuc-

ceedcd by another of yet greater importance. Vaft

preparations had been, for fome time paft, making

in the French ports in the Channel, with a view,

as was imagined, to a defcent in fome part of Great

Britain or Ireland. And a powerful fleet was

actually equipped in the harbor of Breft, which

was long prevented from putting to fea by the vi-

3 gilancc
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gilance of Sir Edward Hawke, who had, with a

fuperior force, blockaded that port during the

greater part of the fummer. At length, being

driven from this ftation by llrefs of weather, M.
de Conflans, the French Admiral, embraced the

opportunity of weighing anchor from Breft Water

with an armament of twenty-one fhips of the line.

On the firft intelligence of their departure, Sir

Edward Hawke failed in purfuit of them. As foon

as the French Admiral perceived the Englifh fleet

off Quiberon Bay, he retired clofe in fhore, in

order to avoid an engagement. The Englifh

Commander, however, was not deterred, by his

knowlege of the coaft, which is in this part ren-

dered extremely dangerous by rocks, fhoals, and

quickfands, from following and attacking the ene-

my with the moft undaunted refolution ; the wea-

ther alfo was uncommonly tempeftuous, the days

much diminifhed in length, and the Englifh Ad-

miral had to encounter the additional difadvantage

of a lee fhore. About three o'clock on the twen-

tieth of November 1759 the battle began, and con-

tinued till the fleets were enveloped in darknefs,

which feafonably intervened to fave the French fleet

from total deftruction. Two capital fhips, the

Superbe and Thefee, were funk during the aclion

;

the Hero ftruck her colors, but no boat could be

fent with fafety to take pofftffion; the Soleil Royale,

the flag-fhip of the French Commander, was next

day
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day burnt by her own crew, to prevent her falling

into the hands of the Englifh; and two other (hips of

the line were alfo ftranded and deftroyed. The reft:

of the fleet, with much difficulty, meltered them-

felves in the river Vilaine, where they were long

blockaded, but at length found means to efcape to

Rochefort. This was a fatal blow to the French

marine ; and, after this defeat, the French Court

attempted no further naval expedition of moment.

Very important advantages alfo were obtained in

the latter years of the war by the Britifh arms on

the coafl of India, of which it will now be necef-

fary to offer a concife but diftincl: narration.

Hindostan, that van: country, extending two

thoufand miles in length from the mountains of

Tartary and Thibet on the north, to Cape Como-

rin, divided only by a narrow (trait from the beau-

tiful ifland of Ceylon, on the fouth, prefents,

among the various regions of the earth, a mod
confpicuous and interelling object of political and

philofophical contemplation. The civilization of

this immenfe peninfula may be traced back to an

sera of the mofl remote antiquity. Learning and

the arts, which have defcended to the modern na-

tions of Europe from the Romans and the Greeks,

were indubitably tranfmitted or transferred to them

from the Phoenicians and Egyptians ; who, as there

is great reafon to believe, derived the radical prin-

ciples of the knowlege which they pofle-fled from the

fages
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fages of Hindoflan, with whom fcience and the

arts feem to have originated. And it is very re-

markable, that fuch as the inhabitants of Hindof-

tan are defcribed to have been two thoufand years

ago, fuch they {till remain ; and the eftablifhed

laws, inftitutions, cuftoms, manners, and religion,

of India, have, in this long fucceffion of ages, fuf-

fered neither any effential addition or diminution.

Nothing, indeed, can be imagined more ftrongly cal-

culated to perpetuate the fyftem originally formed

than the lingular and remarkable divifion of this

people into tribes, profeffions, or Castes, fepa-

rated by a fuperftition fo rigorous, as to render it

unlawful and profane even to eat or drink out of

the fame veffel, exceping on their folemn feftivals

in the fame temple or pagoda, when joining in the

fame religious facrifice. All the different tribes, the

military cqfie only excepted, are required, under

certain exemptions or indigencies, to abflain from

animal food ; and the high and venerable cajie of

the Brahmans in particular, from whom more rigid

examples of virtue are expected, touch nothing

that has life, but fubfift entirely upon milk, fruit,

and vegetables #
. The principles of their philofo-

phy,

* The principal eaftes of India are, the Brahmans, or men of

fcience, including the prieilhood ; the KhatrieS, or the military,

and proprietors of land ; the Bhyfe or Banian, comprehending

the merchants and cultivators of the foil; and the Sooderahs,

ox
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phy, as well as the myfteries of their religion, are

contained in certain records of the moll obfcure

and recondite antiquity,, ftyled the Veds or Vedarns,

fuppofed to be of divinely-infpired origin, and

written in the Sanfcrit language, which has long

ceafed to be a living tongue, and is now underftood

only by the learned Brahmans, whofe peculiar pro-

or mechanics and laborers, including the bulk of the people.

But thefe are fubdivided into many others, all of which are kept

religioufly diftinct. In the myftic language of the Vedarns, the

Brahmans are faidto be created from the moutli of Brimha, the

Khatries from his arms, the Bhyfe from his body, and the Soo-

derahs from his feet. The Hallachores, ftyled, in the Sanfcrit,

Chandalas, are the refufe and outcajts of all the different tribes ;

but the number of them is happily inconfiderable, as they are

held in a kind of religious abhorrence ; their very touch, or the

flighteft accidental intercourfe with them, being accounted,

even by the loweft Sooderah, an almoft indelible pollution.

Alfo, fcattered throughout the immenfe regions of Hindoftan,

are to be found multitudes of wandering devotees, or afcetics,

known under the various appellations of Yoghees, Sonaffees,

Faquiers, &c. &c. Deeply impreffed with the doctrine taught

by the Brahman philofophy, that man's fupreme felicity con-

fifts in a kind of intellectual apathy or abforption, thefe enthu-

fiafts, with deplorable folly, inflict upon themfelves the molt

rigorous and almoft incredible corporeal penances, vainly hoping,

by this means, to affunilate and exalt their minds more nearly

to the perfection of the divine nature, and to detach themfelves

more effectually from that fyftem of matter which they are taught

to contemn as bafe and vile. And fuch is the veneration in

which this fpecies of voluntary martyrdom is held, that the pro-

fane and abject Chandala is not admitted to the enviable privilege

of devoting himfelf to this facred profeffion.

Vol. II. U vince
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vince and privilege it is to read and meditate thefe

facred volumes. The Khatries, who rank next in

dignity, are permitted to hear them read ; but the

inferior tribes are retrained to the knowleee of theo

Shajlahs, which are commentaries of high and

eftablifhed authority upon the Vedams, adapted to

popular ufe. The grand and fundamental article

of their religious creed is, that there is One Su-

preme God, whofe effence is infinitely removed

from human comprehenfion, Eternal, Omnipotent-,

Invifible, who ordains and accepts the various reli-

gious rites of various nations, and that he is beft

pleafed and propitiated by charity and good works.

They teach that this God is to be worfhipped by

symbols, reprefenting his various atttibutes—a mod
pernicious and fatal error, with admirable wifdom

guarded againft in the Jewifh Decalogue—which,

from a fyftem of pure and refined theifm, has con-

verted, by a natural and irrefiftible gradation, the

popular religion of the Hindoos into grofs idola-

try *. The philofophers of Hindoftan admit, with-

out

* When -Brahm determined to create the univerfe, the Ve-

dams teach that he fir ft commanded into exiftence the Gods

Vifhnoo, Brimha, and Shivah T to whom he delegated the talk

of forming, preferving, and governing, all things which it con-

tains. This mythological account, however, is underftood to

N be entirely allegorical ; and this Triad or Trinity of divine

emanations, exprefTed in the Sanfcrit language by the myftic

word Oum, are unqueftionably nothing more than fymbols of

the
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out hefkation, the doclrine of the immortality of

the foul, which they conceive to be an emanation

from

the different energies of the divine nature, or of the power,

wifdom, and goodnefs, of the Supreme Being. This is the

Trinity with which the mind of Plato was fo deeply impreffed

and enraptured, and which, in confequence of the wide diffu-

fion of the Platonic fyflem of philofophy, blended itfelf fo inti-

mately with the learned theories of the early heathen converts

to Chriftianity. Such was the fcientific ardor of this celebrated

Grecian, and fuch his admiration of the Indian philofophy, that

we are told he once entertained a purpefe—emulous, perhaps, of

the fame of Pythagoras—of vifitiug Hindoflan in perfon : " Ad
Indos, fays Apuleius, et Mages intendiffet animum, niii eum

bella tunc vetuiffent Afiatica." In the famous dialogues pre-

ferved in the Sanfcrit language, between Vifhnoo and Arjoon,

Vifhnoo fays, " All things proceed from me, and there is not

any thing, animate or inanimate, without me. In me all things

are repofited. I am in the incenfe, in the fire, and in the vie*

tim. He who believeth in unity, and worfhippeth me prefent

in all things, dwelleth in me. They who, delighting in the

welfare of all nature, ferve me in my incorruptible, ineffable,

and invifible form, omnipotent, incomprehenfible, exalted, fixed,

and immoveable, with fubdued paflions, and who are the fame in

all things, fnall come unto me." Arjoon fays, in reply, " Re-

verence be unto thee, again and again reverence, O thou who

art all in all ! Great is thy power, ajid great thy glory. By
thee the univerfe was fpread abroad. Thou art Vayoo the God

of the winds, Agnee the God of fire, Varoon the God of the

ocean, &c. Worthy to be adored, bear with me as a friend

with a friend, a lover with the beloved." Vifhnoo anfwers—

" He is dear to me who is free from enmity, merciful, and ex-

empt from pridr and fdfifhnefs, who is the fame in pain and

in pleafure, patient of wrongs, contented, and whole mind is

U 2 fixed
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from the divine ellence ; and capable of an acci-

dental and temporary conjunction with, and tranf-

migration

fixed on me alone. He is my beloved, of whom mankind is not

afraid, and who is not afraid of mankind, who is (infelicitous

about events, to whom praife and blame are as one, who has no

particular home, and is of a Heady mind. The man who, per-

forming the duties of life and quitting all intereil in them,

placeth his affections upon Brahm the Supreme, is not tainted

with fin, but remaineth, like the leaf of the lotos, unaffected

by the waters." Krishen, or Krifhna, is the God Yifhnoo in

one of his various incarnations ; in which capacity he is repre-

fented as a blooming and beautiful youth, with the characteriflic

anpendage of a flute or lyre, refembling the Apollo of the

Greeks ; and, amongfl many other finking analogies between

the Indian and Grecian mythologies, defcribed as encircled by

the fame number of graceful nymphs endowed with the fame

divine accomplilhnients, flyled the GoriA, who are faid to

have fixed their rciidence in the delightful groves of Matra. In

a hvmn addrefTcd to Kama-diva, or the God of Love, in the

Hindoo fyflem, fon of Maya, the power of attraction, \vc

read, in the elegant tranflation of Sir William Jones

—

Can men refifl thy power when Krifhen yields ?

Krifhen, who flill in Matra's holy fields

Tunes harps immortal, and to flrains divine

Dances by moonlight with the Gjpla nine.

In the temples of Vifhnoo this God is worfhipped under the

fymbol of an human figure, having a circle of heads and a mul-

tiplicity of hands, to denote the univcrfality of his knowlege,

prefence, and power. The moil celebrated of thefe temples or

pagodas is fituatcd on the banks of the Coleroon, near the <vcfl-

ern extremity of the ifland of Seringham. It c»niifts of feven

fquare inclofures, flanding at three hundred and fifty feet afundcr.

la
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migration to, any organical fyftem of matter ; and

into the fame infinite eifence from which it origin-

ally

In the inmoft inclofure are the altars and the image of the Deity.

The grand entrance is richly ornamented with pillars of granite

of prodigious fize. When the wars in the Carnatic between the

French and Englilh commenced, thefe rude invaders fcrupled not

to profane, by the entrance of their troops, the firfl courts of

this hallowed edifice. And we are told that, on their approach,

a Brahman, {landing on the fummit of the lofty portico of the

temple, cried to them with a loud voice to defift from this im-

piety ; but finding his menaces and fupplications equally difre-

garded, he threw hirofelf down with violence upon the pavement

below, and was inftantly dafhed to pieces. It is a fingularity of

the Hindoo fyftem, that it refufes to admit profelytes ; for the

Hindoo philofophers maintain that the different modes of faith

and worfhip ellablifhed in different countries, when praclifed

with a pure mind, are equally acceptable to the Supreme, to

whom they give the appellations of " the Principle of Truth,"

the " Spirit of Wifdom," the " Univerfal Soul," whofe effence

pervades all things, who fills all fpace, and who cannot there-

fore be juftly pourtrayed under any vifible and diftinft form. A
celebrated Danifh miffionary, M. Ziegenbalg, tells vis " that the

Brahmans uniformly affirmed to him that God was a Being

wholly fpiritual and incomprehenfible ; but that the adoration

before idols being ordained by their religion, God would receive

and conlider it as adoration offered to himfelf—in the multitude

of Images they profeffed to adore One Divine Effence." M.

Bernier, a French traveller in the lalt century, who paffed fome

time at the city of Benares, the facted feat of Indian fcience,

affirms, that he was told, in a conference which he held with the

chief of the Pundits, " that though they had, in their temples,

numerous images or idols in order to fix the attention of the

wprfhipper—" afin c:,"d y ait quelque chofe decant ks ycux qui

U 3 arret*
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ally fprang, after completing its deftined feries of

tranfinigrations, it will be ultimately abforbed.

The

arrete Vefprit ;" yet the honors paid to them were entirely to

be referred to the Being whofe attributes they reprefented.''

And St. Francis Xavier, the great Apoftle of India, at a ftill

earlier period, informs us, that a Brahman on the coaft of

Malabar revealed to him in confidence, " that one of the myf-

teries of the Hindoo doctrine confided in believing that there

was only one God, creator of the heavens, and of the earth
;

and that this God alone was worthy to be adored." The learn-

ed Brahmans, employed by Mr. Haftings—in his laudable atten-

tion, amidft the complicated cares of government, to fcientific

refearches—for the purpofe of tranflating from the Sanfcrit to

the Perfian language, the authentic records of their laws and

cuftoms, fay, in the preliminary difcourfe affixed to their work,
*•' From men of enlightened understanding, and found judg-

ment, who, in their refearches after truth, have fwept away

from their hearts malice and oppofition, it is not concealed that

the diverfities of belief which are caufes of enmity and envy to

the ignorant, are in fa£l a demonftration of the power of the

Supreme Being. The truly intelligent well know, that the

difference and variety of created things, and the contrarieties

of conilitutions, are types of his wonderful attributes, whofe

complete power formed all things in the animal, vegetable, and

material world ; whofe benevolence fele&ed man to have domi-

nion and authority over the reft, who having bellowed on him

judgment and underftanding, gave him fupremacy over the re-

gions of the world, who having put into his hands the control

and difpofal of all things, appointed to each nation its own re-

ligion, and who conilituted a variety of tribes, and a multi-

plicity of cuftoms ; but views, with pleafure, in every place,

the mode of worfhip particularly appointed to it. He is with

the
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The general characteriftics of this people are mild-

nefej fimplicity, and indolence. They delight to

repofe

the attendants upon the mofque, in counting the facred beads
j

and he is at the temple with the Hindoos, at the adoration of

the idols.'' The grand dogmas of Indian theology are exhi-

bited with the blended energies' of philofophy and poetry, in

an ancient hymn, or divine ode, addrefled to Narayana, or

the Divine Ititelletl as it appears in the animated translation of

Sir William Jones, from which thefe ftanzas are tranfcribed.

Spirit of Spirits, who thro' every part

Of fpace expanded, and of endlefs time

Beyond the ftretch of laboring thought fublime,

Bad'ft. uproar into beauteous order ftart ;

Before heav'n was, Thou art !

Ere fphercs beneath us roll'd, or fpheres above,

Ere earth in firmamental ether hung,

Thou fat'il alone ; till thro' thy myftic love

Things unexiiling to exiftence fprung.

# # #

• Wrapt in eternal folitary (hade,

Th' impenetrable gloom of light intenfe,

Impervious, inacceihble, immenfe,

Ere fpirits were infus'd, or forms diiplay'd,

Brahm his own mind furyey'd.—:

# # *

- Mountains whofe radiant fpires

Prefumptuous rear their fummits to the fkies,

And blend their emerald hue with fapphire light,

Smooth meads and lawns, that glow with varying dyes

Of dewbefpangled leaves, and bloflbms bright,

Hence ! vanifn from my light.

U a. Delufive
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repofe under the romantic made of their vaft forefls
j

or to refrem and purify themfelves with frequent

bathings and ablutions in their majeftic and falu-

brious flreams ; efpecially coveting to immerge in

the facred waters of the Ganges, for which cele-

brated river they univerfally entertain a fuperfti-

tious and enthufiaftic reverence. The famous ex-

pedition of Alexander into India was rather a dif-

covery than a conqueft. But the moie recent in-

vafion of Tamerlane was attended with ferious and

lading confequences. That illuflrious oriental

victor, after fubduing the more confiderable north-

ern provinces of the Peninfula, fixed his imperial

throne at Dehli, where the Great Moguls his de-

fendants, now reduced to the mere phantoms and

fhadows of rpyalty, {till continue to refide. For

feveral ages, however, they retained great power

and authority, and the empire of Hindoflan was

divided into extenfive kingdoms or provinces, which

were governed by viceroys, flyled Subahs, and fub-

ordinate governors, under the appellation of Na-

/

Delullve pictures ! unfubftantial fhows !

My foul abforb'd, One only Being knows

Or all perceptions, one abundant fource.

Whence every object, every moment flows ;

Suns hence derive their force,

Hence planets learn their courfe ;

But funs and fading worlds I view no more,

God only I perceive, God only I adore.

bobs
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bobs and Rajahs, tributary to, and removable at,

the pleafure of the Emperor.

At fo recent a period as the commencement of

the prefent century, Aurengzebe fwayed the fceptre

of the Moguls, with unabated majefty and fplen-

dor. But the power of this houfe received a tre-

mendous mock from the invafion of the Perfians,

under the famous Shah Nadir, or Kouli Khan

:

And the governors of the provinces, feizing with

eagernefs the favorable moment, threw off their

dependency upon the Emperor, and almofl: uni-

verfally eftablifhed their authority as fovereign

princes of the empire, of which the Mogul is at

prefent regarded only as the nominal head. Ta-

merlane, the founder of the Mogul empire, and

the Mogul and other Tartar tribes, who acquired,

in virtue of his conquefts, permanent eftabiimments

in India, being zealous profeffors of the religion of

Mahomed, the viceroys of the provinces, the vi-

ziers, and. other great officers of ftate, were from

that period invariably felected from the number of

the faithful ; but few or no innovations were at-

tempted in the internal government or conftitution

of the empire. And the wifdom of Tamerlane,

which is no lefs the fubjecl of oriental panegyric

than his valour, appears in no refpect more con-

fpicuous than in his cautious avoidance of thofe

meafures of political violence, which would pro-

bably have converted his newly-acquired domi-

nions
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nions into one vaft fcene of defolation and anar-

chy *.

In

* The Subahs and Nabobs are univerfally Mahommedans

—

the Rajahs, Mirzahs, Omrahs, and other fubordinate Govern-

ors or Princes, are chiefly Hindoos. In a remarkable petition

or remonllrance, prefented by the Rajah JufTwont Sing to the

celebrated Aurengzebe, in confequence of an opprefliye capita-

tion recently and arbitrarily impofed throughout all the pro-

vinces and kingdoms of Hindoftan, by that imperious and war-

like Emperor, we find the following paflages, which exhibit a

ftriking picture of the antient and accuftomed tenor of the

Mogul adminiftration in India.—" May it pleafe your Majefty,

your royal anceftor, Mahomed-Jelaul-ul-Deen-Akbar, whofe

throne is now in heaven, conducted the affairs of this empire

in equity and firm fecurity, for the fpace of fifty-two years,

preferving every tribe of men in eafe and happinefs ; whether

they were followers of Jefus, or of Mofes, or of Mahommed.

Were they Brahmans, were they of the feci; of the Dharians,

•which denies the eternity of matter, or of that, which afcribes

the exiftence of the world to chance, they all equally enjoyed

his countenance and favor—infomuch that he was diftinguilhed

by his people, in gratitude, by the appellation of " Guardian

of Mankind." His Majefty, Mahomed Noor-ul-Deen-Jehan-

gheer, whofe dwelling is now in paradifc, extended, for a pe-

riod of twenty-two years, the fhadow of his protection over the

heads of his people. Nor lefs did the illullrious Shah Jehad,

by a propitious reign of thirty-two years, acquire to himfelf

immortal reputation, the glorious reward of clemency and vir-

tue. Such were the benevolent inclinations of your anceflors

:

Wherefoever they directed their fteps, conquefl and prufperity

went before them. How can the dignity of the Sovereign be

preferred, who employs his power in exacting heavy tributes

from
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In confequence of the important difcovery made

by the celebrated Portuguefe navigator, Vafco de

Gama, of a paffage to Tndia by the Cape of Good

Hope, the attention of the European nations was

powerfully attracted by the immenfe riches of Hin-

doftan, now placed as it were within the general

reach, particularly that of the Portuguefe them-

felves, who eflablifhed, by extraordinary exertions

of valor, a commercial and political empire in In-

dia, of which the city of Goa was the emporium

and metropolis. When Portugal was annexed by

from his people ? At this juncture, it is told from eaft to weft,

that the Emperor of Hindoftan, regardlefs of the illuftrious

honor of his Timurean defcent, will exercife his power over

Brahmans, Sanorahs, Sonaffees—that he will condefcend to op-

prefs the poor Indian devotee, the folitary inoffenfive anchoret.

If your Majefty places any faith in thofe books, by diftinition

called divine, you ;vill there be iuftructed that God is the

God of all mankind, and not the God of Mahommedans alone.

The Pagan and MufTulman are equal in his prefence.—In

the mofque his name is invoked—in the pagoda he is the object

of adoration. To vilify the religion of other men is to fet at

nought the pleafure of the Almighty. In fine, the tribute you

demand from the Hindoos is repugnant to juftice— it is equally

foreign to good policy ; and moreover it is an innovation, and

an infringement of the laws of Hindoftan. It is wonderful,

that the minifters of your government mould have neglected to

inftruct your Majority in the rules of rectitude and honor." If

any credit be due to the doctrine of the metempfvchofis, fure-

ly the foul of this illuftrious Rajah muft have tranfmigrated into

the body of a Montefquieu, a Locke, or a Turgot I

the
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the arms cf Philip II. to the crown of Spain, Hol-

land fuccefsfully contended with that power for

pre-eminence in India. And England and France

were at length induced, from an increahng atten-

tion to their commercial interefts, and without any

ambition of dominion, to form fettlements both

on the eaflern and weftern coafts of the peninfula.

During the violent and frequent contefts between

thefe rival nations, deftined to carry their rival-

fhip into every part of the globe, no tranfactJons

of fufficient moment to demand a place in general

hiftory are to be found relative to India for a long

fucceflion of years.

At the period of the accejfion of the Houfe of

Brunfwick, England was, on the Weftern or Ma-

labar coaft, in poffeffion of the iiland of Bombay*

and the factory cf Surat : On the oppofite, or

Coromandel coaft, of Fort St. David's, and far-

ther to the northward, of Fort St. George, ufually

ftyled Madrafs, from its contiguity to that city,

which, with feveral villages in the vicinity, wife

purchafed in the Lift century, by the Eaft In-

dia Company, of the King of Golconda : Still

farther to the north, at the mouth of the Ganges,

was Fort William, clolely adjoining the town of

Calcutta, a vaft and populous commercial mart,

iituated in the kingdom of Bengal.o o

The commerce of the French chiefly centered

in the city of Pondicherry, a large and beautiful

town
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town on the Coromandel coaft, between the Forts

St. J)avid and St. George. Chandernagore, on the

Ganges, ranked next in importance to Pondicherry,

and they had alfo eflabliflied factories at Rajapore,

Calicut, and Surat, on the weftem fide of the con-

tinent. During the ccurfe of ths war which

commenced in the year 1740, Fort St. George, or

Madrafs, the refidence of the Governor-General,

and the feat of the civil adminifhation, extending

over all the Englifh fettlements in India, was con-

quered by the French ; but reflored in exchange

for Cape Breton, at the enfuing pacification of

Aix-la-Chapelle.

Some years previous to that period, M. Du-

pleix had been appointed to the Governor-Gene-

ralfhip of the French fettlements in India—a man
of fingular ability and daring ambition, whofeiz-

ed with avidity every opportunity to extend and

eftablifh the empire of France in Hindoftan. Ni-

zam-al-Muluc, the Subah or Viceroy of the De-

can, in the year 1745, had conftituted, in virtue

of his office, Anaverdi-Khan, Nabob of the pro-

vince of Arcot, a dependency upon his govern-

ment. The Subah not long furviving this ap-

pointment, was fucceeded by his fon, Nazir-Zing,

whofe claim to the fucceflion was ftrongiy oppofed

by his own kiufman Muzapher-Zing—for by thefe

uncouth names, to our ears of barbarous found,

mutt the page of hiftory, in recording the tranf-

acfions
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actions of the European nations in Tndia, be dark-

ened and disfigured. Muzapher-Zing had recourfe

to the aruftance of M. Dupleix, who readily grant-

ed him powerful fuccors, in confideration and

profpect of great future advantages. Thus rein-

forced, and joined by Chunda-Saib, a man of

high rank and influence in the Subahdary, he took

the field again (l Nazir-Zing, who was ftrongly fup-

ported by the Englifh, from motives fimilar to thofe

which actuated M. Dupleix. In a fhort time

Muzapher-Zing was reduced to abfolate fub-

miMion, and Nazir-Zing, in clemency, fpared his

life ; but detained him as a flate-prifoner. In

this fituation Muzapher-Zing found means to car-

ry on dark and dangerous intrigues with Dupleix

and Chunda-Saib, who had taken refuge in Pon-

dicherry, and even with the Minifters of Nazir-

Zing ; and a deep and traiterous confpiracy was

formed, in confequence of which Nazir-Zing was

murdered in his camp, and Muzapher-Zing pro-

claimed Subah of the Decan. Chunda-Saib was,

in confequence of this revolution, appointed Na-

bob of Arcot, Anaverdi-Khan, the late Nabob,

having been previoufly defeated and flain, and his

ion Mahomed-Ali-Khan reduced to the neceflity

of putting himfelf under the protection of the

Englifh government at Madrafs. Muzapher-Zing

did not long enjoy the fruits of his crimes ; for,

by a confpiracy fimilar to that by which he had

himfelf
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hirnfelf rifen to the throne, he was fuddenly hurled

from it : And the chiefs of the confpiracy, after

putting this faithlefs ufurper to death, proclaimed

Sallabat Zing, brother to Nazir-Zing, Subah of

the Decan.

On the other hand, the Mogul, by an Imperial

pbirmaund, appointed Gawzedi Khan, the elder

brother of Sallabat-Zing, to the Viceroyalty ; at

the fame time declaring Chunda-Saib a traitor,

and confirming Mahomed- Ali Khan in the govern-

ment of Arcot. But the mandate of the Emperor

would have been of little avail without the fupport

and amflance of the Englifh Company, who deter-

mined upon fending a confiderable military force,

at the head of which was placed Captain Clive, in

the fequel fo famous under the title of Lord Clive,

into the province of Arcot, who, conducting all his

operations with a vigor and difpatch which at once

ellablimed his reputation as a military commander,

took poffeilion of the city of Arcot in the fummer

of 1 75 1. Chunda-Saib having affernbled a confi-

derable army, with the aid of M. Dupleix, inverted

the city of Arcot, but was compelled to raife the

fiege with great precipitation ; and was afterwards,

in repeated engagements, defeated and foiled by

the Englifh Commander. In the fpring of 1752,

Major-General Lawrence, Commander in Chief of

the Company's troops, took the field in perfon,

and attacking the grand army of the enemy, headed

by
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by the Nabob Chunda-Saib, he gained a conlplete

victory. Chunda-Saib being taken prifoner, had

his head Struck off by order of the Rajah of Tan-

jore, a neighbouring Prince of India, in alliance

with the Company. M. Dupleix now proclaimed

Rajah Saib, fon of Chunda-Saib, Nabob of Arcot.

And Sallabat-Zing, in return for the powerful

fupport he had received from the French in the

Decan, and having devifed means to rid himfelf of

his competitor Gawzedi Khan by poifon, made a

.

grant to M. Dupleix of all the Englifh poSfeSIions

to the northward of Pondicherry. But the French

Governor being recalled before this grant could be

carried into effect, and the Sieur Godeheu, the

new Governor, profeffing the moil pacific inten-

tions, a provisional treaty was quickly agreed upon

on the footing of -uti po/Jidetis, till frefh in Piructions

mould arrive from their refpective Courts or prin-

cipals in Europe. This interval of quiet, however,

was of Short duration ; for no fooner was the ini-

mical difpofition of the two Courts afcertained, than

hoftilities recommenced in the Carnatic, and were

carried on with various fuccefs, but, upon the

whole, with considerable advantage by General

Lawrence on the part of the English, when the at-

tention of that Commander was, by a Series ot ex-

traordinary and interesting events, diverted to ano-

ther part of the Continent, the peace of which had

hitherto remained undisturbed by European ambi-

tion.
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t'on. Ali-Verdi-Khan, Subah of Bengal, with

the contiguous provinces of Bahar and Orifla, a

Prince who had forced his way to the throne by

great crimes, and had maintained poiTeffion of it

by great talents, dying in April 1756, was fuc-

ceeded by his adopted fon Sou-Rajah-Dowla, the

grandfon of his brother Hadjee Hamet, a young

man immerfed in debauchery, weak in his under-

Handing, violent in his paiTions, and profligate in

his morals. Ali-Verdi-Khan, notwithftanding his

early and continued partiality for this unhappy

youth, with reafon dreaded the confequences of his

elevation to the Mufnud. In his lafl illnefs, he

obliged Sou-Rajah-Do vvla to fwear upon the Koran

never more to touch any intoxicating liquor, a

vow which he obferved with furprifing and unde-

viating fidelity. The Subah, feeling the near and

rapid approach of death, addrefled his adopted fon

and heir in the following words : '* My life has

been a life of war and flratagem. For what have

I fought, to what have my counfels tended but to

fecure, my fon, to you a quiet fucceffion to my
Subahdary ! My fears for you have rendered my
nights fleeplefs. I confidered who had power to

give you trouble after I am gone hence. Huffein-

Cooley-Khan, by his reputation, wifdom, courage,

and affection to Shah Amet-Jung and his houfe, I

feared would obflrucl; your government ; but hift

power is no more. Monichund Dewan, who might

Vot, II. X have
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have been your dangerous enemy, I have takes

into favor. But, my fon, keep in view the power

of the European nations in this country. This I

Would have freed you from, if God had lengthened

my days. The work mufl now be yours. Their

wars and perfidious politics mould keep you waking.

The power of the Englifh is great ; reduce them

firft ; the others will then give you little trouble.

Suffer them not, my fon, to have forts or foldiers

;

if you do, the country is not yours." Strongly

impreffed with thefe ideas, the new Subah viewed,

with the highefl alarm and apprehenfion, the addU

tional fortifications carrying on at Fort William,

in confequence of the war now declared againfl

France, and from the profecution of which he re-

peatedly required the Governor to defift. But his

orders being neglecled or evaded, he appeared fud-

denly before Calcutta, in the month of June, with

a large body of troops, and fummoned the fort and

city to furrender. Mr. Hoiwell, who acted as

Governor, made a refolute defence, but was at

length compelled to fubrnit to fuperior force. The

Subah, notwithftanding his afTurances of protection

from perfpnal injury, inftantly ordered the Englifh

garrifon, amounting to one hundred and forty-fix

perfons, into confinement. And there being, at

a fmall diftance, a ftrong flone prifon, forming

within the walls a cube of about eighteen feet,

open only to the weflward by two windows, ftrongly

barred
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barred with iron, they were conveyed for immedi-

ate fecurity to this dungeon. Mr. Holwell, on en-

tering the place, immediately conceived all the

horrors which mud enfue, if they failed in obtain-

ing a fpeedy releafe ; and accofling the Jemmaut-

daur or officer of the Indian guard, promifed to

gratify him with a thoufand rupees if he would re-

move one half of them to a feparate apartment.

The Jemmautdaur, allured by the profpecl of this

reward, aflured him he would ufe his utmoft en-

deavor to procure for them this indulgence, and

retired for that purpofe ; but returning in a fhort

time, he told the Governor that the Subah, by

whofe order alone fuch a dep could be taken, was

afleep, and no perfon durfl difturb his repofe. Mr,

Holwell, in his pathetic narration of this unexam-

pled fcene of didrefs, compares their fituation, in

this dark and fultry cell, to that of fo many mife-

rable animals in an exhauded receiver—no circula-

tion of frefh air fufficient to continue life, and not

enough diverted of its vivifying particles to put a

fpeedy period to it. A mod profufe perfpiration
?

accompanied with a raging third, foon took place*

which, becoming each moment more infupport-

able, gradually changed into frenzy and delirium.

The prifon now refounded with the ravings of de-

fpair, and nature being at length reduced to extre-

mity, with the groans and broken accents of the

dying. In the morning twenty-three only were

X 2 found
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found alive, and in thefe fcarcely were there any

perceptible remains of fenfation or fenfibility.

Their fufferings, however, appeared to make little

imprefhon upon the ferocious and obdurate heart

of the Subah, who vifiby exulted in the fuccefs of

his enterprife—not having the ieaft conception that

the Englifh would return in force to Calcutta ; and

contemptuoufly declaring, that he did not believe

there were ten thoufand fighting men in all Fren*

gbi/lan *. The wretched remains of the factory

were now embarked on board a few trading veffels

lying at the mouth of the Ganges ; and thefe the.

Subah did not offer to moleft. He even expreffed

his wifhes that the Englifh merchants would return

to Calcutta, if they could be fatisned to live under

his government, without laws or fortifications of

their own, and carry on their traffic like the Arme-

nians and his own native fubje&s. And happy for

mankind afTuredly would it have been, had Europe

never extended her views farther than this in India,

No fooner, however, was the intelligence of this

calamity conveyed to Madrafs, than vigorous pre-

parations were made by the Englifh government to

revenge the injury, and obliterate the difgrace. A
formidable armament under the command of Ad-

miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, to the great afto-

nifhment of the Subah, anchored in the Ganges

* i. e. The country of the Franks—the appellation univer-

sally given to the Europeans throughout the Eaft.

in
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in December, and immediately commencing their

operations, Calcutta was inverted and reduced in

the month of January (1757), and alfo the city of

Hughley on the Ganges, where the principal ma-

gazines of the Subah were depofited. Soon after

which, the Subah himfelf, who had affembled a vafl

army in order to repel the invaders, was attacked

by Colonel Clive, and obliged to retreat in confu-

fion, and with considerable lofs. Intimidated by the

fucceffes of the Englifh, he confented to fign arti-

cles of peace, February 9, 1757, by which it was

Stipulated that the factories and poiTefllons be-

longing to the Englifh Company mould be reftoredj

and full compenfation made for their loffes ; and,

in general, that whatever rights and privileges had

been at any time granted to the Company by virtue

of the phirmaunds of the Emperor fhould be con-

firmed and ratified. After the conclufion of this

treaty, the Englifh Commanders proceeded to the

attack of the French fortrefs and factory of Chan-

dernagore ; the reduction of which filled the Na-

bob with new apprehenfions and alarms. And he

remonflrated in flrong terms to Admiral Watfon

againft thefe acts of violence :
" It is, faid the

Subah, contrary to all rule and cuftora that you

mould bring your animofities and differences into

my country ; it has never been known fince the

days of Timur that the Europeans made war upon

©ne another within the Emperor's dominions. If

X 3 you
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you are determined to befiege the French factories,

I fhall be necefiitated, in honor and duty to my
Sovereign, to affift them with my troops." But

Admiral Watfon, regardlefs of his remonftrances,

and jealous of his defigns, declared to him, " that,

if he protected the King's enemies, he would light

up a flame in his country that all the waters of the

Ganges would not be able to extinguifh." Such,

indeed, was the capricious and tyrannic conduct of

Sou-Rajah-Dowla, that thofe who were originally

molt attached to his interefts began to be weary of

his government. Amongft other men of high

rank in the Subahdary of whom he entertained juft

fufpicion, was Meer-Jaffier-Ali-Khan, nearly allied

to the Subah by his marriage with the filler of Ali-

Verdi-Khan. In the vehemence of his paflion he

had been heard to declare that he would have the

head of Meer-Jaffier : And Meer-Jaffier, fenfible

of the imminent dangers of his fituation, made

fecret propofals to the Englifh Refident at the Court

of Moorfhedabad, the capital of Bengal, which

were eagerly embraced by the Englifh Council and

Commandants at Calcutta, for the depofition of

Sou-Rajah-Dowla, and the advancement of Meer-

Jaffier to the Mufnud. The jealoufies of the Su-

bah continuing to increafe, Meer-Jaffier retired

from Court to his refidence in the country, from

whence he tranfmitted difpatches to Colonel Give,

urging him to begin his march to Moorfhedabad.

The
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The Colonel feeing that the die was caft, and that

they had already gone much too far unlefs they

proceeded ftill farther, immediately put the whole

army in motion, and with a juft, though daring

reliance on his own talents, and the valor of his

troops, eroding the Ganges, he advanced to

PlafTey, within one day's march of the capital,

where he found the Subah encamped with a

force of feventy thoufand men, in all the " pomp*

pride, and circwnjlance" of Oriental magnificence.

The number of elephants with their fcarlet hous-

ings, the rich and variegated embroidery of their

tents and ftandards, and the martial fplendor of

their cavalry parading over the field with their

drawn fwords glittering in the fun, made a grand

and flriking appearance. The Subah, feeble of

mind and infirm of purpofe, on the firfl intelli-

gence of the march of the Englifii army, had ea-

gerly courted the 'fupport and affiftance of Meer-

Jaffier, whom he had, beyond all poffibility of for-

giveneiS) previouily offended. A full and free

pardon was granted to Meer-Jafner, who, being

introduced into the prefence of the Subah, took a

folemn oath upon the Koran that he would be his

faithful foldier ; and, in return, the Subah fwore

that he would never attempt the life of Meer-Jaf-

fier. Though the army of the Subah was advanta-

geoufly polled upon an eminence, Colonel Clive

advanced at the head of his troops, confiding of

little more than three thoufand men, with great

X 4 intre-
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intrepidity to the attack. Such, on the othef

hand, was the diftrufl: and fecret defpondency pre-

vailing throughout the Afiatic army, that refinance

feemed to be fcarcely attempted. With the trifling

lofs of about feventy men a mod decifive victory was

gained—the camp, artillery, and (lores of the

enemy falling into the hands of the victors.

Doubtful, perhaps, of the final event, and per-

plexed in the mazes of his own policy, Meer-Jaf-

fler, who commanded the left wing of the Subah's

army, took no part whatever in the action. But

the Englilh Commander, far from difcovering any

impolitic fymptoms of refentment at his ambiguity

of conduce, fainted him, with apparent compla-

cency, Subah of the three provinces, and exhorted

him to purfue his march to Moorfhedabad at the

head of his troops—engaging, without delay, to

follow and fupport him with his whole force. Sou-

Rajah-Dowla, who had fled with the foremofl

from the field of action, abandoned himfelf to de-

fpair ; and on his arrival at Moorfhebadad, after

fome tumultuous confultations and inconfiftent re-

folutions, he difguifed himfelf in the. habit of a

faquier, and left his palace in the dead of night, in

order to feek for fafety in obfeurity. Meer-Jaffier,

all obftacles to his advancement being now fur-

mounted, was feated, with all the accuflomed cere-

monies of (late, upon the Mufnud ; and acknow-

leged as Subah of Bengal by all the Rajahs and

Omrahs of the kingdom : And the unhappy Sou-

Rajah-
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Rajah-Dowla being difcovered in his flight, was

put to death, imploring in vain for mercy, after a

reign of fifteen months, by the exprefs command of

the fon of the new Subah. In conformity to the

treaty previoufly concluded with the Englifh, this

Prince paid into the treafury of the Company a

crore of rupees *, as an indemnification for their

lofles at Calcutta, and ceded to them a confiderable

territory in the vicinity of that city. And thus

was a revolution accomplifhed very marvellous in

the eyes of the inhabitants of Bengal, who could

not comprehend how the throne of Ali-Verdi-Khan

could be fubverted by an handful of foreign mer-

cantile adventurers. The affairrof the Company

being thus triumphantly re-eftablifhed in the north-

ern provinces of India, the watchful attention of

the Supreme Council and of the military Com-

mandants was again turned to the coaft of Co-

romandel, where the French had taken advantage

of the temporary diminution of force on the

part of the Englifh, to make themfelves matters

of Ingeram, Vizagapatam, and other fubordinate

fettlements in that quarter : And being now

ilrengthened with large reinforcements fromEurope

* A crore is an liuncired lacks of rupees, confiderably exceed-

ing one million fterling. Upon the whole, and on various pre-

tences, not lefs than one million eight hundred thoufand pounds

fterling, exclufive of prefents to individuals to an immenfe

amount, was exacted from the new Subah on this occalion. A
Lck of rupees is ellknated at about 1 1,5001.

conducted
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conduced by M. Lally, under convoy of a pow-

erful fquadron, commanded by M. d'Ache, they

threatened the entire conqueft of all the Englifli

poffeffions on that coafl. Fort St. David's was

firft inverted, which furrendered after a very fhort

and feeble defence. The Rajah of Tanjore having

diftinguifhed himfelf as a zealous and faithful ally

of the Englifli, M. Lally marched into his domi-

nions, and on the Rajah's refufal to advance the

enormous fum of feventy-two lacks of rupees, de-

manded by the French General, he invefted the

city of Tanjore, which was fo refolutely defended

by the native troops of the Rajah, affifted by fome

European engineers, that M. Lally was compelled

to raife the fiege with confiderable lofs. He took

poffemon however, in his retreat from Tanjore, of

the city of Arcot, the refidence of the Nabob Ma-

homed -Ali-Khan, without oppofition ; and, in the

beginning of December 1758, he advanced with

his whole force to Madrafs, to which he laid clofe

fiege. But the place being ftrongly fortified and

plentifully provided, the garrifon made an obfti-

nate defence ; and, on the arrival of a confiderable

reinforcement of troops and military ftores, under

the conduct of Captain Kempenfelt, in February

(1759), M. Lally abandoned the attempt, and re-

tired with precipitation to Arcot, extremely cha-

grined at the ill fuccefs of this enterprife. " I

reckon, fays he, in an intercepted confidential let-

ter
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ter to his friend M. le Gret, that we (hall, on our

arrival at Pondicherry, endeavor to learn fome

other trade— this of war requires too much pa-

tience ; were I judge of the point of honor of the

Company's officers, I would break fome of them

like glafs." This Commander was a man of im-

petuous courage but capricious, paflionate, proud,

and opinionated. Vizagapatam and Mafulipatam

were, about this time, recovered from the French

by a detachment under Colonel Ford. And Sala-

bat-Zing, Subah of the Decan, perceiving the for-

tune of the war now vifibly inclining to the Englifh,

made eager advances to the government of Ma-

drafs ; and a treaty was concluded with the Su-

bah, by which he renounced his former alliance

with France, and ceded the entire Circar of Mafu-

lipatam to the Company ; and the Englifh, on their

part, engaged not to aflift cr proteel the Subah's ene-

mies. Colonel Coote, who now commanded in chief

the Company's forces in the Carnatic, gained feve-

ral advantages over M. Lally ; and a general en-

gagement taking place between the two armies

near Wandewafh, at the beoinninq- of the vear

(1760), the French were defeated with the lofs of

their camp and cannon. Colonel Coote immedi-

ately undertook the fiege, and efSeeled the redac-

tion, of Arcot. Several bloody but indecifive naval

encounters intervened alfo, fince the commence-

ment of the preceding yearj between M. d'Ache

and
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and Admiral Pocoke, the fiicceflbr of Admiral

Watfon, who had died foon after the re-capture of

Calcutta, univerfally lamented and efteemed as a

man of great profeffional fkill, of firm integrity,

and of untarnifhed honor.

After the defeat of Wandewafh, M. Lally re-

treated to Pondicherry, where he was purfued with

unremitting diligence by Colonel Coote, who,

with the affiftance of the Britifh fquadron, foon

formed the complete blockade of that important

citv. As foon as the periodical rains abated, and

the feafon for active operations recommenced, the

blockade was converted into a regular fiege ; and

the place, though defended with great vigor by M.

Lally, was reduced to extremity before the end of

Januarv (1761), not fo much from the damage

fuflained from the affaults of the befiegers, as from

the exceffive fcarcity of provifions, which the tem-

porary but critical abfence of M. d'Ache, now re-

pairing and careening his mips at Mauritius, left

M. Lally wholly deflitute of the means to remedy.

The Englifli fquadron, however, being driven from

their Marion by a violent temped:, he difpatched a

letter to the French Refident at Pulicat, fortunately

intercepted by the Englifh, urging him, in the

flrongeft terms, to exert himfelf in the procure-

ment of fupplics :
" Lofe not an inftant, fays he,

in fending chelingoes upon chelingoes laden with

rice. We are no longer blockaded by fea. The

falvation
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falvation of Pondicherry depends upon you." The

Englifh Admiral, however, foon reluming his fta-

tion, he loft all hope, and demanded a capitula-

tion, which Colonel Coote would grant upon no

other terms, than that of the garrifon furren-

dering prifoners of war ; to which M. Lally at

length indignantly aflented. Thus the proud and

opulent capital of the French fettlements in the

Eaft fell, by the fortune of war, into the hands of

the enemy, nearly at the fame time that the con-

queft of Canada was completed in the Weft ; and

the genius of England triumphed over that of

France, at this propitious period, on both fides

of the globe.

There yet remains to be inveftigated, another

grand and effential branch of the memorable con-

teft now under contemplation ; that is to fay the

war in Germany, refumed with frefh vigor after a

fhort interval, fubfequent to the convention of

Cloifter-Seven. No fooner was the alliance con-

cluded between the Courts of Vienna and Ver-

failles, than it was communicated to the Court of

Peterfburg, and the Emprefs of Ruftia acceded to

it without hefitation. Sweden alfo fpeedily be-

came a party in the confederacy; though extreme-

ly oppofite to the views and inclinations of the

Monarch, who by the conftitution of government,

eftablifhed after the death of Charles XII. pofTefTed

little more than the fhadow of regal authority ;

the
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the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, was de«

terred from following the example of Sweden,

only by his vicinity to Pruffia, and the bitter re-

collection of his former loffes and fufferings.

Great military preparations, however, being

made in all parts of the AuMrian dominions, and

the King of Pruffia having received undoubted

intelligence of negotiations which had been long

fecretly depending between the Courts of Vienna,

Petersburg, and Drefden, extremely to his preju-

dice, and of which the difmemberment of his do-

minions was underftood to be the ultimate objecl,

ordered M. Klingraffe, his Minifter at the Imperial

Court, to demand of the Emprefs-Queen a pofi-

tive and explicit declaration of her intentions.

Count Kaunitz, by command of the Emprefs, re-

plied in general terms, " That her Imperial Ma-

jefty had found it necerTary, in the prefent junc-

ture, to arm for her own defence, and that of her

allies ; but that her armaments did not tend to

the prejudice of any pcrfon or flate whatever."

On the tranfmiffion of this anfwer, M. Klingraffe

received frefii orders from the court of Berlin, to

reprefent to the Emprefs, " That his Pruffian Ma-

jelty was well acquainted with the fecret hoftile

projects of the Imperial Courts ; that he confli-

cted the Emprefs arbiter of peace or war ; that

Jie would be fatisfied with nothing lefs than an ex-

prefs affurance of peace j and that he would re-

5 S*r4
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gard an ambiguous anfwer as a declaration of

war." The Emprefs, in return, fignined, in in-

dignant terms, her aftonifhment at the memorial

now prefented. She faid, that fhe had, in com-

mon with all other fovereigns, a right to take

fuch meafures as (he deemed neceffary for her fafe-

ty, and that it belonged to none but herfelf to

eftimate her own danger ; that no treaty of offen-

five alliance did exifl, or had ever exifled, between

her and the Emprefs of the RufTias ; and that the

pofitive affurance required of her, in terms fo un-

ufually peremptory, could not be more binding

than the folemn treaty actually fubfifting, and

which fhe had no intention to violate."

The Pruilian Monarch, firmly perfuaded by evi-

dence, tranfmitted through fscret channels * of

intel-

* Lc Roi avoit un canal par lequel il tiroit, des avis certains

fur les projets de fes ennemis qui etoient pres d'eclater. C'etoit

un commis de la Chancellerie Secrete de Drefde, qui remettoit

toutes les Semaines au Miniftre Pruffien les depeches que fa cour

recevoit de Peterfbourg et de Vienne, ainfi que la copie de tous

les traite3 qu'il avoit trouves dans les archives. II parut par

fes ecrits que la Cour de Ruffle s'excufoit de ne psuvoir entre-

prendre la guerre cette annee, a. caufe que fa flotte n'etoit pas

en etat d'entrer en mer. La reponfe du Comte Kaunitz fe

trouva concue en termes equivoques et ambigus ; mais il s'ex-

pliqua plus ouvertement avec le Comte de Flemming, Miniftre

du Roi de Pologne a Vienne, lequel rendit compte de cet en-

tretien dans une relation a fa cour : La copie de cette depeche

fut envoyee incontinent de Drejde a Eerlia ; le Comte Flem-

ming
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intelligence, of the infmcerity of the court of

Vienna, and that Saxony waited only a favour-

able occafion openly to join the confederacy againil

him, entered that Electorate with a numerous ar-

my, and took poffeflion of the city of Drefden on

the 8th September 1756, declaring, however, that

he did not mean to violate the neutrality profeffed

by his Polifh Majefty, and requiring only that mo-

narch to feparate his army into cantonments, as a

proof and pledge of his amity and good faith.

The King of Poland, aftonifhed and exafperated

at this unexpected intrufion, feemed neither to

know how to comply or to refifl. Relying, how-

ever, upon the flrength of the inaccefiible camp

of Pirna, fingularly and romantically fituated,

on the fummit of a lofty range of rocks, extend-

ing along the banks of the Elbe, to which the

Saxon army had retreated, he ventured to declare

his refolution to keep his troops aflembled for the

defence and protection of his perfon and domi-

nions. This, with an antagonift fuch as the King

ming y dit, " Le Comte Kaunitz fepropofe d' inquieter le Roi

par fes reponfes, et cle le pcuPer a commettre les premieres ho-

ftUiteV' Ul/l. de la Guerre tic Sept Ans.—Count Hertzberg,

however, in his Kiiioric Memoir of the Reign of Frederic the

Great, prefumes to fugged a doubt whether that Monarch

might not rely too confidently on this fecret intelligence, and

whether it was, or is, perfectly char that the two Emprelfcs had

rtally formed a fixed and ferious defign for the fubverljon of the

Electoral Koufe of Brandenburg.

of



K. GEORGE IT. 321

of Pruffia, was equivalent to a declaration of war:

And the Pruffian General, finding it irnpoffible

to attack the Saxons, took immediate pofleflion,

by order of the King, of all the pafTes leading to

this impregnable pod ; and the whole Saxon army,

reduced to extremity by famine, was, on the 1.4th

October, compelled to furrender prifoners of war.

The King of Poland now retired for perfonal fecu-

rity to Warfaw, and the King of Pruffia took pof-

feffion, as a conquered country, of the whole Elec-

torate. During the blockade of Pirna, that Mo-

narch had made an attempt to penetrate into Bo-

hemia ; but finding the Auftrian army, under

Count Browne, ftrongly polled at Lowofchutz, on

the Egra, a bloody engagement enfued, which ter-

minated with nearly equal lofs j but the advantage

remained with the Auftrians, as the King of Pruf-

fia was compelled to meafure back his fteps to

Saxony, where he took up his winter-quarters.

The King of Pruffia, on re-entering Drefden,

commanded the royal cabinet to be forced, in de-

fiance of the perfonal oppofition of the Queen of

Poland. In it was found depofited an authentic

copy of a dcfenfive treaty of alliance between the

Courts of Vienna, Peterfburg, and Drefden, which

had been fome years concluded, and which con-

tained fix fecret articles. The fourth of thefe ar-

ticles, for the fake of which the whole treaty feem-

cd to be formed, imported that if the King of

Vol. II. Y Pruffia
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Prufiia fhould depart from the peace of Drefden,

which the contracting Powers declare their inten-

tion religioufly to obferve, by attacking either of

the contracting Powers, or even the Republic of

Poland, the rights of the Emprefs-Queen to Silefia,

&c. fhall again revive and be confidered as in full

force ; and the eventual partition of the Pruffian

dominions mould take place as ftipulated in the

treaty.

In confequence of thefe daring a£ts of violence,

the King was, at the fubfequent meeting of the Diet

atRatifbon, in his qualityof Elector of Brandenburg,

put under the ban of the empire, diverted of his

privileges and prerogatives, his fiefs efcheated, and

the Circles ordered to furnifh their refpective con-

tingencies for carrying this fentence into execution.

Not in the lead intimidated by this formidable

denunciation, that Monarch, early in the enfuing

fpring (1757), entered Bohemia, at the head of a

vail; army, aiTifted by the Marefchals Keith and

Schwerin, and advancing towardsPrague, found the

Auftrians, who were at lead equally numerous, en-

trenched on the banks of the Moldaw, command-

ed by Prince Charles of Lorraine and Count

Browne, whom he attacked without hefitation or

delay—forcing the entrenchments with refifllefs in-

trepidity and complete fuccefs, though with the

lofs of the gallant Marefchal Schwerin, who, af-

ter furviving the dangers of fifty campaigns, was

ilain,
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/tain, fighting at the head of his troops, covered

oath laurels, in the moment of victory. The

mattered remains of the Auftrian army took re-

fuge in the city of Prague, where Marefchal

Browne foon after died of the wounds which he

received in the battle, or rather of the chagrin oc-

cafioned by the lofs of it. The Pruffians imme-

diately formed the inveftment of that city, which,

in confequence of the van; number inclofed within

the walls, was quickly reduced, by famine, to

the laft extremity of diftrefs.

At this critical period, the famous Leopold

Count Daun, originally a fubaltern officer ferving

in the fchool of the great Khevenhuller, who with

the penetrating eye of military fagacity, marked

his extraordinary talents, and predi&ed his future

eminence, was appointed to the chief command of

the Imperial armies. This General immediately

prepared for the relief of Prague, by collecting

troops from all quarters ; and reinforcing them by

numerous levies, he encamped with this new army

in an almoft impregnable fituation at Kolin, near

Prague, in order to harafs and retard the opera-

tions of the fiege. The King of Pruffia, impa-

tient of moleftation, and elated with fuccefs, form-

ed the ralh refolution of attacking Marefchal Daun

in his camp ; but, after repeated efforts, he was

finally repulfed with prodigious flaughter. The fiege

Y 2 of
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of Prague was immediately raifed in confequencc

of this difafter, and Bohemia evacuated.

The King of Pruffia now found his profpecls

darkening on every fide. The French armv, un-

der the Due de Richelieu, who, with merit very

inferior, had fuperfeded Marefchal D'E (trees in the

command, had penetrated into the Electorate of

Brandenburg, taken Halberftadt, and laid a great

extent of territory under contribution. Marefchal

Apraxin, at the head of one hundred thoufand

Ruffians, had entered Ducal Pruffia, where' they

committed the mod enormous exceffes. Pomera-

nia was menaced with a powerful invafion from

Sweden. The army of the Empire, reinforced

by a ftrong body of troops under the Prince of

Soubize, had entered Lufatia. The victorious

Auftrians, after laying clofe fiege to Schweidnitz,

the key of Silefia, ravaged the whole country

;

General Haddick, at the head of a numerous de-

tachment, carrying terror even to the gates of Ber-

lin. It was at this period that the King of Pruffia thus

expreffed himfelf, in a letter to his friend the celebra-

ted Eai 1 Marefchal :
" What fay you of this league,

which has only the Marquis of Brandenburg for

its object ? The Great Elector would be furprifed

to fee his grandibn at war with the Ruffians, the

Swedes, the Auftrians, almoft all Germany, and

a hundred thoufand French auxiliaries. I know

not whether it will be difgrace in me to fubmit
;

but
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but I am fure there will be no glory in vanquish-

ing me."

The Ruffian army, after reducing Memel, and

leaving the country behind them a perfect wade,

reached the frontiers of Germany in Auguft ; but

were foon after unexpectedly attacked in their camp

at Norkitten, by Marefchal Lehwald, who com-

manded on that fide : And, though that General

was finally obliged to defift, the Ruffians fuftained

immenfe lofs, and they foon afterwards made a

precipitate retreat from the Pruflian territories. In

the mean time the King of Pruffia, and Marefchal

Keith, engaging the combined forces of France and

theEmpire, atRolbach, Nov. 5 (1757), commanded

by Soubize, gained a complete victory, with in-

confiderable lofs. But this victory by no nteans

extricated him from his difficulties. The Auftrians,

headed by Marefchal Daun, had taken Schweidnitz,

and laid fiege to Breflaw, and, on the 2 2d No-

vember, forced, after an obfiinate refinance, the

entrenchments of the army under the Prince of

Bevern, ported near that place. Breflaw immedi-

ately furrendered on capitulation. The King of

Pruffia, on the news of this misfortune, inftantly

marched to the relief of Silefia ; and, coming up

with the Auftrians at Lifla, the two armies joined

battle with inconceivable fury. Notwithstanding

the military conduct and perfonal bravery dis-

played by Count Daun, on this occafion, the Au-

Y 3 ftrians
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ftrians were totally defeated with the lofs of twenty

thoufand men. Breilaw opened its gates to the

victors ; and the whole province, excepting

Schweidnitz, fell once more into the hands of the

Pruffians.

The fudden retreat of the Ruffians, which was

better to be accounted for from political than mi-

litary caufes, left Marefchal Lehwald at liberty to

aft againfl the Swedes, who had advanced into

Pruflian Pomerania, and were preparing to lay

fiege to Stetin ; but on the appearance of the

Pruflian army, they not only evacuated the to» ns

they had captured, but retreated with precipita-

tion into Swedifh Pomerania, where they were

followed by Lehwald, who drove them from one

pod to another, till nothing remained to them at

the end of the campaign but the city of Stralfund.

Such was the fituation of the King of Prufiia,

when it was determined by the Englifii Minifler,

that the army of obfervation, fcattered and dif-

perfed by the Convention of Cloifler-Seven, mould

refume their arms ; for which the exceffes com-

mitted by the French troops in the Electorate, gave

them a very fair and plaufible pretext.

Mr. Pitt was not ignorant or infenfible to the

charge of inconfiftency, which he well knew would

be advanced againfl him with all the force of truth,

if not of eloquence, on this occafion : But very

powerful reafons now influenced this Minifler to

aft
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act in contradiction to that general fyftem of po-

licy which he had-uniformly avowed and defended.

The King of England, retaining all his partiality

for German politics, and yielding only to the ne-

ceffity of the times, had Mr. Pitt continued in-

flexible, would doubtlefs have embraced the firfl

favorable opportunity of again difmihmg a Mi-

nifter, who might not again be able to reinftate

himfelf with the fame eclat. But a confideration

of dill greater weight, it may be prefumed, with

Mr. Pitt, was, the vifible change of fentiment in

the nation at large, on this fubject. The King of

Pruflia, fince the difiblution of his political con-

nection with France, and his confequent alliance

with England, had become a very popular charac-

ter in that country j and this national predilection,

after the victory of Rofbach, rofe to enthufiafm.

That Monarch artfully affected to confider the

union of the two great Catholic powers, as a com-

bination to opprefs and fubvert the Proteftant in-

terefl in the Empire ; and the people of England,

to whom the name of Popery was flill formidable,

delighted to applaud and extol this fceptred infidel,

as The Protestant Hero. Their feelings and

principles were, at this crifis, equally interefted.

The national honor was concerned to efface the

ftain of the ignominious convention of Cloifter-

Seven, by which an army had been annihilated.

Y 4 The
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The ingratitude of the Queen of Hungary,

whofe obligations to England were of a nature

and magnitude never to be forgotten, was the fa-

vorite theme of indignant declamation : Whilft

the courage, the talents, the fucceiTes of the King

of Pruffia excited an involuntary admiration and

partiality in the breaft even of thofe whofe better

judgment led them to condemn the whole tenor of

his political conduct, as proceeding from a fpirit of

lawlefs and unprincipled ambition. It was not

poffible for Mr. Pitt to act with feeblenefs and in-

decifion ; and, if he refolved to engage in a Ger-

manic war, which, after the alliance concluded

with Pruffia, feemed a fort of neceflary appendage

to the general fyftem *, he would at the fame time

refolve to profecute it with vigor and effect. This

Miniiter difcerned alfo the advantage which might

eventually arife to the diitant and multifarious

• * " Is it poffible, faid his Pruffian Majefty, in an expoftu-

latory letter addreffed at this crifis to the King of England,

that your Majefty can have fo little fortitude and conftancy, as

to be difpirited by a fmall reverfe of fortune ? Are affairs fo ruin-

ous that they cannot be repaired ? I hope your Majefty will

confider the ftep you have made me hazard, and remember you

are the fole caufe of thofe misfortunes that now impend over my

head. 1 ihonld never have abandoned the alliance with France,

but for your flattering afTu ranees. I do not now repent of the.

treaty I have concluded with your Majefty ; but 1 expert you will

not inglorioufly leave me at the mercy of my enemies, after hav-

ing biought upon me all the force of Europe."

operations
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operations of Great Britain, from fixing the chief

attention of France upon an object which, from

local circumftances, mud be at all times more in-

terefting and important to that kingdom than to

England. And he fcrupled not, at a diftant and

fubfequent period, to affirm, that " America had

been conquered in Germany." And, upon the

whole, it mull perhaps be admitted, that the vaft

fuperiority of force maintained by France in Ger-

many, and which was attended with no real or per-

manent advantage, was the principal caufe of her

invariable inferiority in almoit all other parts.

The difbanded army being actually re-aflembled

at Stade, in November 1757, the command of it

was conferred upon Prince Ferdinand of Brunf-

wick, brother to the reigning Duke. This able

General immediately put his troops in motion, and

though the feafon was fo far advanced, he obtain-

ed feveral advantages over the enemy. Two con-

fiderable detachments from the French army were

entirely defeated by Generals Schuylenburg and

Zaftrow, the town and cattle of Harbourg redu-

ced, and the cities of Lunenburg and Zell reco-

vered ; after which the two armies went into win-

ter-quarters. In the courfe of the enfuing fprino-,

the famous fubfidy treaty was concluded between

Great Britain and Pruffia, by which the King of

England engaged to pay into the hands of his Pruf-

iian Majefty the annual fum of 670,0001. or four

millions
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millions of German crowns, to be employed at his

difcretion for the good of the common caufe. This

great fupply enabled that Monarch to take the

field with redoubled force. In April 1758, he

opened the trenches before Schweidnitz, and kept

a continual fire upon the town, with a prodigious

train of artillery, confiding of three hundred pieces

of cannon and eighty mortars. The garrifon were

obliged to furrender upon capitulation, before the

end of the month. The Auftrian army, after the

battle of LifTa, having retired into Bohemia, the

King of Fruffia levied immenfe contributions in

Saxony, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg.

About the middle of February 1758, Prince

Ferdinand put himfelf at the head of the allies,

and advancing towards the French army, which

retired at his approach, took pofTeffion of Bremen

without oppofuion. The Due de Richelieu was

now fucceeded in the command by the Count de

Clermont, who found his troops reduced, by the

accidents of war, and a variety of hardfhips, to

a mod deplorable condition. Under thefe circum-

ftances he determined to march back to the Rhine

with all expedition. In confequence of this refo-

lution, Hanover was evacuated, after having been

in the pofleffion of the French about fix months.

The Due de Randan, Governor of that city, for

his Moft Chriftian Majefty, gained the highefl

honor by the generofity, rectitude, and humanity

•f
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of his conduct, for which he received the formal

and grateful acknowlegements of the regency of

the Electorate. Such was the precipitation of the

enemy's retreat, and fo great their confufion and

embarrafiment, that they were obliged to aban-

don their lick and wounded to the mercy of the

allies, who alfo took many prifoners, with feveral

entire mag zines of provifion and forage, which

they had not time to deilroy-

he Count de Clermont having at length reach-

farther borders of the Rhine, was dill clofe-

ly purfued by Prince Ferdinand, who pafTed that

river in the beginning of June ; and, on the 23d

of that month, attacked the French army polled

at Crevelt, the left wing of which, after a warm

engagement, was defeated with the lofs of fix thou-

fand men ; but the right and centre made a fkil-

ful and regular retreat. The Count de Gifors,

only fon of the Marefchal Due de Belleifle, and

one of the moil accomplished noblemen of the

French Court, fell in this action. Prince Ferdi-

nand immediately inverted Duffeldorp, which foon

furrendered on capitulation. At this period the

Count de Clermont was fucceeded by Marefchal

de Contades, who being joined by powerful re-

inforcements, menaced an attack upon the Prince

in his turn 5 and the Prince of Yfemburg, who
commanded a ieparate corps on the other fide

the Rhine, being about this time defeated by

Marefchal
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Marefchal Broglio, his Serene Highnefs thought h
necelfary to repafs that river, as well in order t©

fupport the vanquifhed army, as to meet the rein-

forcements from England, commanded by the

Duke of Marlborough, which were now landed at

Embden. Accordingly a bridge was thrown over

the river at Griethuyfen, and the Allies pailed it

on the tenth of Auguft without lofs. The feafon

was fo far advanced previous to the junction with

the Britifh forces, that no military operations of

importance enfued during the remainder of the

campaign between the two grand armies on the

Rhine. On the Wefer, the Prince of Yfemburg

was again worded by Soubize and Brogiio. Prince

' Ferdinand now entered into winter- quarters at

Munfter, and the French again eftablifhed thcm-

felves in Weflphalia.

During thefe tranfactions the King of Pruflia had

his hands fully employed in Saxony and Bohemia.

After the reduction of Schweidnitz, he becran his

march at the head of fifty thoufand men into Mo-

ravia, and laid fiege to Olmutz, the capital of that

Marquifate. Marefchal Daun immediately ad-

vanced to its relief, and, though he did not think

proper to hazard a battle, he ported himfelf in fa

judicious a fituation, that the Pruilians found it ex-

tremely difficult to carry on their operations, being

themfelves kept in perpetual alarm. The garrifon

alfo made feveral fuccefsful failles, and the Auitrr.m.

General
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General having at length intercepted a great con-

voy of provifions and ammunition, the King of

Pruffia found himfelf under an abfolute neceflity of

raifing the fiege, which he effected with fuch fe-

crefy and expedition as to have penetrated far into

Bohemia, before it was known in the Auftrian

camp that he had loft fight of the walls of Olmutz.

Marefchal Daun immediately followed the PruiTian

Monarch into Bohemia, but found himfelf without

an antagonift, his Majefty having evacuated that

kingdom at the approach of the Ruffians, who had

now entered Brandenburg . in two large bodies,

commanded by Generals Fermor and Browne, and

fpread terror and devaftation wherever they ap-

peared. A detail of the outrages perpetrated by

thefe northern barbarians cannot be read, or re-

lated, without horror. In the courfe of this cam-

paign, they plundered and deftroyed fourteen large

towns, and more than one hundred villages. The

Pruflians came up with them at Zorndorf, Augufl

25 *, when a defperate engagement enfued.
r

l he

battle began about noon, and laffced till night,

when the Ruffians gave way in great confufion.

As the Pruflians gave no quarter, the ilaughter was

terrible. Nothwithftanding this defeat, the Ruf-

fians continued extremely formidable. Upon the

retreat of the King of Pruffia from Bohemia, Mare-

fchal Daun had advanced towards the Elbe, aad,

being joined by the Prince of Deux Ponts at the

• A. D. 1758.

head
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head of the army of the Empire, threatened to fur-

round Prince Henry of Pruflia, who commanded

with much reputation and ability for the King his

brother in Saxony : But his force was too weak to

flop the progrefs of the Auftrians, who took Ko-

nigftein, and eftablifhed themfelves in the ftrong

camp at Pima. Immediately after the battle of

Zorndorf, the King began his march to join the

Prince ; but, upon his arrival, found the Imperial-

ifts fo ftrongly entrenched, that they could not be

attacked with any profpect of fuccefs. However,

he gained fome trifling advantages, and diflodged

a corps of troops pofted in the village of Hoch-

kirchen, which was immediately occupied by the

Pruflian army. But, in the middle of the night

of the fourteenth of October, he was fuddenly fur-

prifed in his camp by Marefchal Daun ; and, after

a moft fevere and bloody conflict, maintained

amidft all the horrors of "darknefs and confufion,

he was obliged to leave the Auftrians in poflefiion

of the field and camp. Marefchal Keith glorioufly

fell in the action. The Pruflian Monarch, on this

misfortune, retiring into Silefia, the Auftrians in-

verted Drefden. On their appearance, the Pruflian

Governor Schmettau fet fire to the beautiful fub-

urbs of that city. The King of Pruflia, in his an-

fwer to the Saxon memorial prefented to the Diet

on this fubject, affected to feel the utmoft diftrefs

and compaflion at the fituation of the inhabitants

;

and
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and lamented, in the mod pathetic terms, that the

neceflities of war rendered unavoidable a meafure

fo repugnant to thofe principles of philanthropy

which glowed in his royal breaft. His Pruflian

Majefly, after putting a flop to the progrefs of the

Auftrian arms in Silefia, and raifing the fieges of

Neiffe and Cofel, returned to the relief of Drefden

more formidable than ever, being joined by a ftrong

body of troops, under the Generals Dohna and

Wedel, the former of whom had been engaged in

obferving the motions of the Ruffians, who had by

this time, after attempting the fiege of Colberg

without fuccefs, retired beyond the Viftula. The

latter had oppofed the Swedes in Pomerania. The

compaign in that province greatly refembled that

of the lad year ; for the Pruflian Monarch being

obliged to withdraw all his forces excepting thofe

in garrifon, the enemy not only recovered every

thing they had loft, but made bold incurfions into

•the Pruflian territories, and even levied contribu-

tions within twenty miles of Berlin : But, at the

approach of General Wedel, they evacuated their

conquefls with great precipitation, and their pof-

fefiions in Pomerania at the end of the campaign

were once more reduced to the city of Stralfund,

The Pruflian General being now at liberty to co-

operate with the King, marched into Saxony, and

raifed the fiege of Torgau ; and, being afterwards

joined by General Dohna, proceeded to the relief

3 of



3^3 K. GEORGE II.

of Leipfic, which was clofely inverted by the army
of the Empire ; and this defign being happily com-
pleted, they effected a junction with the King, and
advanced towards Drefden ; but, at their approach,

Marefchal Daun thought proper to draw off his

forces, and, on the twentieth of November, his

PrufTian Majefty entered that city in triumph

:

And thus ended the campaign of 1758.

The French began the next year with an act of

lingular perfidy, in feizing the Imperial city of

Francfort, which, indeed, was productive of the

mod important advantages, as it commanded the

navigation both of the Maine and the Rhine ; and

here the Prince of Soubize eftablifhed his head-

quarters.

Early in the fpring, feveral officers of rank in

the allied army diftinguilhed themfelves by their

activity and courage in beating up the enemy's

quarters, deftroying their magazines, and defeat-

ing various detached corps, particularly the Here-

ditary Prince, who, in an action at Meinungen,

made three entire battalions prifoners of war : But

the General of the Allies was disappointed in his

grand defign of driving the French army from Franc-

fort before the arrival of their expected reinforce-

ments. With this intention, he mace, on the 13th

of April, an attack on Marefchal Broglio at Ber-

s;en ; but, being repulfed in three different afTaults,

he was obliged at length to retreat with lofs—the

brave
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brave but unfortunate Prince of Yfemburg fell in

the action. In confequence of this check, Prince

Ferdinand returning to his former cantonments in

Munfter, the French army, now under the com-

mand of Marefchal Contades, advanced northwards

and took poffeffion of Caffel, and Gottingen, Lip-

ftadt, Munfter, and Minden. The regency of

Hanover, alarmed at the rapidity of their progrefs,

fent off the archives of the Electorate, and the mofl

valuable effects, to Stade, in order to be (hipped

for England : And his Serene Highnefs finding

himfelf unable to oppofe them in the field, en-

camped with his troops in a ftrong fituation near

Minden, where, on the firft of Auguft, the French

General refolved to attack them. This refolution

produced the famous battle of Minden. The

French charged with great impetuofity, but met

with fo warm a reception, that, after a conflict

which lafted from dawn of day till noon, they were

broken and routed on all fides, and gave way in

extreme diforder and confufion. At this critical

moment, the Prince fent orders to Lord George

Sackville, who commanded the cavalry of the right

wing, which formed a corps de referve, to advance

with all poffible expedition to the attack; and,

had thefe orders been properly executed, the difor-

derly retreat of the French army mud have been

converted into a precipitate flight ; but his Lord-

fhip unfortunately not deeming his Highnefs's or-

Vol. II. Z ders
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ders fufficiently explicit, chofe to apply to the

Prince in perfon for an explanation; by which

means, as well as by repeated orders to halt after

the march was actually begun, fo much time was

loft that the cavalry did not arrive foon enough to

be of the lean: fervice. The allied army, how-

ever, without his Lordfhip's affiftance, obtained a

glorious vi&ory. The Englifh infantry, in parti-

cular, commanded by Generals Waldegrave and

Kingiley, acquired immortal honor, not only fuf-

taining, with the utmoft intrepidity, the repeated

attacks made upon them, but, charging the enemy

in their turn, totally broke and routed the gendar-

merie, carabineers, and the choiceft veterans of

the French army. In this action M. Contades loft

ten thoufand men, together with forty-three pieces

of large cannon, a great number of colors and

flandards, and his own equipage and cabinet, con-

taining papers of the utmoft confequence. The

garrifon of Minden immediately furrendered at dis-

cretion. The very fame day, a feparate corps,

under the Due de BrilTac, was totally defeated at

Coveldt by the Hereditary Prince. The French

army now began its retreat to Caifel, which they

foon abandoned, and fell back to GieiTen, being-

exceedingly haraifed during their inarch, and

fullering much damage. The city of Munfter was

now the only place in Weftphalia which remained

in the hands of the French. Alter in vain attempt-

ing
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ing to reduce it by a bombardment and cannonade,

the Allies inverted it
%
in form about the beginning

of November, when it furrendered upon capitu-

lation.

The Due de Broglio had by this time affumed

the command of the French army, M. Contades

being recalled with fome marks of ?
difgrace. The

military talents of the new General had, in the

courfe of the war, appeared very confpicuous ; but

all his efforts to retrieve the fuperiority loft by the

defeat of his predeceffor at Minden proved ineffec-

tual, and he would, in all probability, have been

driven beyond the Rhine, had not the exigency of

the King of Pruflia's fituation made it neceflary to

detach the Hereditary Prince into Saxony, with a

large body of troops to his afliftance. That heroic

Monarch had experienced the ufual inconftancy of

fortune in this campaign, though it was opened

with great eclat by Prince Henry, who, forcing a

paffage into Bohemia by way of Peterfwald, de-

ftroyed the Auftrian magazines at Leutmeritz, and

from thence penetrating into Franconia, drove the

army of the Empire before him to Nuremberg, laid

the country under contribution, and captured

upwards of fifteen hundred prifoners. In the

•mean time, General Wedel had been fent into

Poland to oppofe the progrefs of the Ruffians, who
had begun their march from the banks of the Vif-

tula ; but, in an obflinate engagement which took

Z 2 place
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place at Kaye near Zullichau, the Pruffians were

defeated with great lofs. The enemy immediately

advanced into Brandenburg, and made themfelves

matters of the important city of Francfort upon the

Oder. The King of Pruffia, extremely alarmed

at their fuccefs, ordered a detachment of ten thou-

fand men from the grand camp in Silefia to join the

army under General Wedel, who had been alfo

reinforced by about the fame number under Gene-

ral Finck; and the King took upon himfelf the

command of the whole, amounting to fifty thou-

fand men. The Ruffians, to the number of eighty

thoufand, were ftrongly entrenched at Cunerfdorf

;

but the King's affairs requiring a defperate effort,

he determined to attack them in their camp, and,

about eleven in the morning of the twelfth of Au-

guft*, the action was begun with an heavy cannon-

ade; after which the Pruffians charged the left wing

of the Ruffian army with fo much vigor, that, after

a furious conteft of fix hours, they forced the en-

trenchments with great flaughter, and feventy

pieces of cannon fell into their hands. The battle

was now looked upon as decided, and the King, in the

nrfl tranfports of his joy, difpatched the following

billet to the Queen at Berlin :
" Madam, we have

driven the Ruffians from their entrenchments

—

in two hours more expect to hear of a glorious

victory." But he foon found himfelf fatally mis-

taken. The Ruffian General Soltikolf exerting all

* 1759-

his
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his powers, rallied rns troops upon an eminence

under cover of a redoubt ; and his artillery, which

was ftill greatly fuperior to that of the Pruffians,

was planted fo judicioufly as to render his fituation

almoft impregnable. However, the King was re-

folved to hazard a frefli attack, though againft the

advice of all his Generals. His infantry being re-

pulfed in repeated afi'aults, the cavalry were ordered

to fucceed to the charge, but with no better fuccefs.

At length the Ruffian cavalry, and a body of

twelve thoufand Auftrian horfe, under M. Lau-

dohn, who had joined Sokikoffjuft before the en-

gagement, and had hitherto remained inactive, fee-

ing the Pruffians difcouraged and exhaufled, fell

in among ft them fword in hand with fuch fury,

that, in a fhort time, the Pruffians were totally

routed and difperfed, notwithstanding the extraor-

dinary efforts of the King, who expofed his life in

the hotteit parts of the engagement, had two

horfes fhot under him, and his clothes mattered

with mufoet balls. Nothing but the approach of

night could have faved him from total ruin. On
leaving the field of battle, he difpatched a fecond

billet to the Queen, exprefTed in thefe terms

:

" Remove from Berlin with the royal family. Let

the archives be carried to Potzdam. The town

may make conditions with the enemy." This was

by far the molt bloody action that had happened

fince the commencement of hoftilities. Thirty thou-

Z 3
fand
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fand men were left dead on ihe field, of whom
two-thirds were Pruffians. No lefs than twelve

Generals were killed or wounded in this engage-

ment, and the King cf Pruflia left his whole train

of artillery in the hands of the Ruffians. This,

however, was foon replaced from the arfenal at

Berlin; and by his indefatigable diligence in recruit-

ing his army, which was farther flrengthened by

the recal of General Kleifl fromPomerania, he foon

retrieved his importance.

During thefe tranfactions, Prince Henry had

gained feveral advantages over the army of the

Empire, which again entering Saxony, had taken

poffefTion of the city of Drefden ; and alfo over

the Auftrian army co-operating with them under

General Haddick. The Prince being at length

joined by his Pruflian Majefty, General Finck was

detached with a flrong body of forces to cut off the

retreat of the Auflrians into Bohemia. But this

meafure proved a mod unfortunate one ; for Mare-

fchal Daun receiving intelligence of General

Finck's remote and ifolated pofition, immediately

refolved upon an aflault : And dividing his forces

into four columns, he conducted his march with

fuch fecrefy and expedition, that the Pruffians

found themfelves entirely furrounded before they

had entertained the lead fufpicion of being attacked,

In this emergency, they fought with great bra-

very j but at length, overpowered by numbers and

£ deflitute
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deftitute of the poffibility of relief, they were com-

pelled to furrender prifoners of war to the amount

of 19 battalions and 35 fquadrons. It was at this

critical period that the Pruffian Monarch was joined

by the Hereditary Prince, without whofe affiftance

it was feared he would have found himfelf unable

any longer to cope with fuch numerous and power-

ful adverfaries. The approach of winter at lalf.

freed him from any farther apprehenfions from the

Ruffians, who retired into their old quarters in

Poland. As to the Swedes, they had fortunately

been extremely inactive during the whole cam-

paign, and, after fome idle and fruitlefs excurfions,

had retreated as ufual into the neighbourhood of

Stralfund.

In fpite of all his lories, the King of Pruffia dill

kept his ground in Saxony ; and even his enemies

could not help expreffing their admiration of that

heroic fortitude and invincible perfeverance which

fupported him amidfl all the dangers and difficulties

of a fituation, by univerfal acknowlegement, unpa-

ralleled in the annals of Europe.

The Court of Verfailles had made great prepara-

tions for a vigorous campaign in Weftphalia the

enfuing fummer*. The grand army, under Mare-

fcfral Broglio, was reinforced to the number of

one hundred thoufand men ; and the Count de St.

Germaine commanded a feparate corps of about

thirty thoufand. The Hereditary Prince, who had

* 1760.

Z 4 rejoined
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rejoined the allied army early in the fpring ( 1 760/,

met with a mortifying repulfe at Corbach, in a too

adventurous affault upon the Count de St. Ger-

maine ; but he had foon an opportunity of retriev-

ing his honor at Exdorf, where, on the fixteenth

of July, he attacked a numerous body of the enemy

under General Glaubitz, who were totally defeated

after a very warm action, five whole battalions be-

ing taken prisoners, including the Commander,

with their arms, baggage, and artillery. Elliot's

regiment of lightrhorfe appeared, for the firfl: time,

in the field upon this occalion ; and, to the afto-

nifnment of the veteran troops, charged five differ-

ent times, and broke through the enemy at every

charge. This advantage was fucceeded by another

of iliil greater confequence ; for the Chevalier

Muy, who commanded the referve of the French

army, amounting to thirty-five thoufand men, being

ordered to pafs the Dymel, with a view to cut off

the communication of the allied army, then polled

near Caffel, with Weftphalia, Prince Ferdinand

immediately decamped and followed him -, and, on

the thirty-firft of July, made fo mafterly a difpofition

of his forces, that M. de Muy, who then lay en-'

camped near the village of Warbourg, found him-

felf at once attacked in flank, front, and rear. The

French retreated fo precipitately, that the Englifh

infantry could not arrive in time to have any mare

jn the action j but the cavalry, with the Marquis of

Granby
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Granby at their head, diftinguifhed themfelves in

the mod honorable manner. The General of the

Allies, however, being obliged, in confequence of

this movement, to leave the Landgraviate of Hefle

expofed to the enemy's attack, Marefchal Broglio

made himfelf mafter of Caflel, and even reduced

Munden, Gottingen, and Elmbeck, in the Elector-

ate of Hanover. Notwithflanding the capture of

thefe towns, the fuperiority acquired by the late

victory enabled the Englilh General to detach the

Hereditary Prince on an expedition to the Lower

Rhine, which was by no means productive of the

advantages expected from it. The city of Cleves,

being weakly garrifoned, made little refiftance;

but at Wefel, which place he next inverted, he met

with a much warmer reception than he looked for
;

and his operations alfo being much retarded by

heavy rains, he found it impracticable to carry the

place before the arrival of a very fuperior force,

detached from the French army, under M. de

Caflries, for its relief. The fiege being raifed, an en-

gagement enfued near Campen, in which the Prince

fuftained conhderable lofs ; notwithflanding which,

he repaffed the river in the face of the enemy with-

out moleftation, and rejoined the main army, which

had been ineffectually employed in the blockade of

Gottingen j foon after which, Prince Ferdinand

retired into winter-quarters, leaving the enemy in

5 poffef-
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pofleffion of the whole country eaftward of th£

Wefer.

The King of Pruffia, on his part, had made

furprifing exertions during the whole of this cam-

paign^ Whilft the two grand hoflile armies re-

mained ftrongly entrenched in the neighbourhood

of Drefden, General Laudohn made great progrefs

in the reduction of Silefia, by defeating a ftrong

body of troops under General Fouquet, and tak-

ing the important town of Glatz, which contain-

ed an immenfe magazine of military flores ; after

which he inverted Breflau. But Count Taven-

ftein the governor, by making a moll refolute de-

fence, gave opportunity to Prince Henry, of march-

ing to its relief. Such was the expedition of the

Pruflian General, that he marched one hundred

and thirty Englifh miles in five days, and at his

approach Laudohn abandoned his enterprize, af-

ter laying the city in afhes by a furious cannonade

and bombardment, by which he hoped to intimi-

date the governor to a furrender. The King of

Pruffia himfelf, after befieging in vain the city of

Drefden, marched into Silefia, whither he was

followed by Count Daun ; and advancing to Lig-

nitz, with a view to effect a junction with the

Prince, who flill remained at Breflau, he found him-

felf in imminent danger of being furrounded, Mare-

fchal Daun being polled in front, General Laudohn

on his left, and General Lafcy on his right ; the

grand
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grand army of the Ruffians, under Marefchal Sol-

tikoff, being alfo on their march to co-operate with

the Auftrians. In this emergency he determined

rather to give battle than wait the attack ; and,

after taking the neceflary precautions for the fafety

of his camp, he made a movement to the left with

the greater part of his forces, in the evening of

the 14th of Auguft *, with an intention of furpriz-

ing General Laudohn, who, in confequence of

a plan formed by Marefchal Daun, of which his

Pruffian Majefty had obtained previous intimation,

was at the very fame time on his march, to fur-

prize the King. The two armies met about two

o'clock in the morning, between the villages

of Pfaffendorff and Lignitz, and after a very

{harp action, which lafted till fix, the Aultrians

gave ground, and were purfued to a confiderable

diflance : But Marefchal Daun, who, in the exe-

cution of his part of the plan, had marched to

the right of the Pruffian camp, finding the tents

apparently deferted, and hearing the remote re-

verberation of cannon, inftantly conjectured the

nature of the King's manoeuvre, and haftened, but

in vain, to the relief of Laudohn, the Auftrians

being previoufly and totally routed.

By this victory the King opening himfelf a paff-

age to Breflau, joined his brother Prince Henry,

at Neumarcke, and they immediately began their

* 1760.

march
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march to Schweidnitz, now clofely blockaded by

the Auflrians, who retired at their approach with

fome precipitation to the mountains of Landmut.

But while the King and Prince triumphed in Sile-

fia, General Hulfen, who had been left in Saxony,

found great difficulty in maintaining his ground

againit the Imperial army, under the Prince of

Deux-Ponts. And the Swedes, who had furprized

and killed General Manteuffle in the beginning of

the year, now ravaged all Pomerania, without

meeting any oppofition. But the fufferings of the

Pomeranians were inconfiderable m comparifon of

thofe which the Electorate of Brandenburg,

and even the city of Berlin itfelf, experienced :

For a grand detachment of the Ruffian army, un-

der Count Czernicheff, penetrating into the Marche

on one fide, and a numerous body of Auflrians,

under the Generals Lafcy and Brentano, on the

other, joined their forces in the neighbourhood

of that capital, which being of great extent, and

imperfectly fortified, could make but a very feeble

Tendance ; the garrifon, to the amount of twelve

hundred men, being compelled to furrender them-

felves prifoners of war. The Ruffian and xluftrian

troops no fooner entered the place than they de-

manded the immediate payment of eight hundred

thoufand guilders, and afterwards exacted a con-

tribution of one million nine hundred thoufand

German crowns.

Thefe
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Thefe exorbitant impofitions the inhabitants

were obliged to comply with, in order to fave the

city from total deftruclion. However, neither their

compliance, nor the united efforts of the Auftrian

and Ruffian Generals, could prevent the CofTacks,

Croats, and other irregular troops, from being

guiity of the moft atrocious exceffes. Not content-

ed with demoiiming the public magazines, arfenals,

founderies, and hofpitals, many hundred private

houfes were broke into and plundered, during the

few days they remained there ; for, upon hearing

that the King was in full march to the relief of

his capital, they abandoned the city, and taking

different routes, they laid the whole country defo-

late in their retreat. The havock made by them

in the royal caflle of Charlottenburg would have

difgraced an army of Goths and Vandals. The

rich and coftly furniture of that fplendid palace

was totally deffroyed; and even the celebrated

colle&ion of paintings and flatues, made by the

Cardinal de Polignac, and depofited in this place,

was miferably defpoiled and disfigured. The King

was followed by Marefchal Daun, at the head of

one hundred thoufand men. The Pruffian army,

after the junftion with General Hulfen, amount-

ed to eighty thoufand. Notwithftanding this infe-

riority, the King determined to rifque a battle
;

and indeed the fituation of his affairs feemed to

render fome defperate effort neceffary : For at this

time
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time General Laudohn was at the head of a nil*

merous army in Silefia, and the Ruffians, who

flill threatened Breflau, had actually laid fiege to

Colberg, whilft. the Prince of Deux-Ponts, at the

head of the army of the Empire, being joined by

General Lafcy, had made himfelf matter of

Saxony, and the Swedes continued their ravages,

uncontrolled, in Pomerania.

On the 3d day of November*, the whole Prufliari

army advanced towards the Auftrians, advanta-

geoufly polled at Torgau, upon the banks of the

Elbe, their front being fortified with two hundred

pieces of cannon ; but the King giving his troops

to underftand that they had no alternative but to

conquer or die, they charged the enemy with the

mod defperate intrepidity. The victory, however,

remained in fufpenfe, till General Zeithen, who had

taken a circuit with part of the right wing of the

Pruflians, fell upon the rear of the Auftrian army,

which then began to give way, in fome diforder
;

but Marefchal Daun receiving a dangerous wound,

which obliged him to quit the field, the confufion

became general. The darknefs of the night, how-

ever, favored the retreat of the Auftrians acrofs

the Elbe, over which they had previoufly thrown

three bridges of boats, leaving the field of battle

dearly purchafed in the hands of the enemy. In

confequence of this defeat, Marefchal Daun being

under the necenity of recalling his detachments,

* 1760.

General
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General Laudohn abandoned Landmut, and his

other acquifitions in Silefia. The Ruffians alfo,

at the approach of winter, which the King flyled

his bed auxiliary, raffed the fiege of Colberg, and

retired to their cantonments in Poland, the Swedes

into their old quarters near Stralfund, and the

Imperialiils into Franconia ; fo that the King of

Pruflia found himfelf nearly in the fame fituation

as at the beginning of the campaign. That Mo-

narch was defervedly regarded both by friends and

foes, as a prodigy of fortitude, genius, and cou-

rage ; but his uncommon abilities only ferved to

prolong the war, and the inhabitants of the Em-

pire at large, who would have been happy had

any decifive advantage been gained on either fide,

could now fee no profpecl: of an end to their ca-

lamities.

Early in the fpring of 1761, Prince Ferdinand

opened the campaign with the fieges of Ziegen-

hayn and Caffel, hoping to reduce them before

Marefchal Broglio mould receive his reinforce-

ments ; but the garrifons making a vigorous re-

fiftance, and part of the allied army under the

Hereditary Prince being defeated near Heimbach,

his Serene Highnefs found himfelf obliged to with-

draw his troops and ftand upon the defenfive.

The army under Marefchal Broglio being at length

recruited, and in a condition to take the field,

Prince Ferdinand retired behind the Dymel, and

eftablifhed
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eilablifhed his head-quarters at Paderborn. The
Due de Broglio having parted that river in June,

drove General Sporcken from the port he occu-

pied on the left fide, and made himfelf mafter of

Warbourg and Paderborn, and compelled Prince

Ferdinand to retire behind the Lippe. On the 15th

July, in the evening, the French army made a fu-

rious attack upon the left wing of the allies ported

at Fellinghaufen, commanded by the Marquis of

Granby, and being repulfed with confiderable

lofs, they renewed the attack at dawn of day with

redoubled vigor ; but rinding that no imprertion

could be made by their repeated efforts, their ar-

dor began to abate : And at length, upon being

charged by the Marquis in his turn, with great

fpirit, they abandoned the field in confufion, leav-

ing behind them four thoufand men dead on the

fpot.

Immediately after this action, the French Generals

divided their forces; the Prince de Soubize retreat-

ing to Dortmund, and Marefchal Broglio march-

ing back to Cartel. In a fhort time that General

parted the Wefer, with an intention of penetrat-

ing into the Electorate of Hanover ; but on the

approach of Prince Ferdinand he repafled that ri-

ver with the greater part of his army : However,

a detachment, under the command of the Count

de Broglio his brother, by a forced march, took

poflefiion of Wolfenbuttle, and inverted Brunf-

wickj
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wick ; but the Hereditary Prince, flying to the re-

lief of his father's capital, obliged the befiegers to

relinquifh this enterprize. For the reft of the cam-

paign Marefchal Broglio remained inactive in his

camp, and Prince Ferdinand not being able to

force him to a battle, retired into winter canton-

ments in the vicinity of Munfter and Ofnaburg.

The fpring * was far advanced before hoftili-

ties commenced in Saxony and Silefia. Wa-
rinefs and caution feemed to fucceed to that

fpirit of enterprize and activity which had fo

long prevailed. The grand armies, on each fide,

were fo ftrongly polled that neither chofe to

rifque the attack. The rmperialirts, attempt-

ing to enter Saxony, were repulfed by General

Seydlitz ; but a numerous body of Ruffians,

commanded by General RomanzofF, could not be

prevented from penetrating into Pomerania, in

July, and inverting Colberg by land, whilrt it was

blocked up by a powerful fquadron at fea. Their

main army was foon after put in motion, and all

the efforts of his Pruffian Majeity could not pre-

vent its junction with Laudohn ; and now the

ruin of that Monarch was again confidently pre-

dicted. If any event could make his affairs appa-

rently more defperate, it was the lofs of Schweid-

nitz, which General, now Marefchal Laudohn,

furprifed about this time, by a very brilliant coup

*
1 761.
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dc main. Prince Henry of Pruffia, who command-

ed in Saxony, by an uncommon difplay of mili-

tary fkill, prevented Marefchal Daun, who was at

the head of a much fuperior army, from obtaining

any advantage ; that General was even obliged, in

an attempt to florin the Pruffian camp, to retreat

with confiderable lofs, foon after which both armies

were diflributed into quarters of cantonment.

The fatal confequences which had been appre-

hended from the fo much dreaded junction of the

Auftrian and Ruffian armies, did not however

take place, and the Ruffian General foon perceived,

or at lead aflerted, the neceffity of feparating, in

order to cover his magazines in Poland, which

were vigoroufly attacked by a large detachment

from the Pruffian army under General Platen.

But the fiege of Colberg (till continued with un-

abating ardor. General RomanzoiT feemed even

to fet the winter at defiance, and, in the profecu-

tion of his defign, gave early proofs of thofe great

talents which have fince rendered his name fo illu-

flrious. At length the place furrendered, Dec. ly

(1761), a conqueft of lingular importance, as it

enabled the Court of St. Peterfburg, at all times,

to fend fupplies and reinforcements to their armies

in Germany by fea ; and the Ruffian General efta-

blifhed his head-quarters in Pomcrania, during the

winter, with a view of taking the field early in

the enfuing fpring.

The
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The French Court refolving to exert their ut-

mofl efforts in Weftphalia, affembled a vaft: army

upon the banks of the Wefer (AD. 1762),

under the Prince de Soubize and the Count

d'Eftrees. Prince Ferdinand lay encamped behind

the Dymel, watching their motions and waiting

the favorable moment for an attack. At length,

on the 24th June, the enemy being then polled at

Grabenflein, a difpofition was made for that-.pur-

pofe ; the Prince himfelf croffing the river to

charge in front, and Generals Luckner and Sporck-

en being feverally detached to fall upon them at

the fame time in flank and rear. This plan was

executed with fuch fuccefs, that the French army

was thrown into the utmoft confufion j and the

French Generals, after a fhort refiftance, gave or-

ders for (Inking the tents, and founding a retreat

;

but fuch was the impetuofity of the affailants, that

in all probability a total defeat would have enfued,

had not Monf. de Stainville, with the mod heroic

gallantry and prefence of mind, collected fome

regiments, confifting of the flower of the French

infantry, with which he made fo refolute a (land at

the pafs of Wilhemfthal, that he effectually cover-

ed the retreat of the two Marefchals, who retired

without much lofs under the cannon of Caffel

;

but the corps unde^ his command was either cut

to pieces, or taken prifoners. The Marquis of

Granby, who commanded the refer ve of the allied

A a 2 armv,
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army, and was clofely engaged with Stainville,

diftinguifhed himlelf in a remarkable manner. In

confequence of this defeat, the French Generals

abandoned Gottingen, after demolishing the forti-

fications, which they had erecled at an immenfc

expenfe, and retired to Melfungen, in order to

preferve the communication with Francfort ; but

on the approach of the Prince they thought pro-

per to pafs the Fulda rather than hazard another

battle, and the pod of Melfungen was occupied

by the Allies.

In the month of July, Monf. de Stainville, at

the head of feveral regiments of dragoons, fell

into an ambufcade at Merfchen, and his whole

corps was totally routed and difperfed. But the

joy occafioned by thofe vatious fuccefles was fome-

what damped by an unfortunate enterprize of the

Hereditary Prince, who, prompted by youthful

impetuofity, attacking with very inferior force the

PrinceofConde, on his march from the Lower Rhine

to join Soubize, was not only defeated, but fo dan-

gerouflywounded that he was rendered incapable of

taking any aclive part in the operations of the re-

maining part of the campaign. Prince Ferdinand

nowdetermined to lay fiege to Caffel, and the French

Generals perceiving his intentions, made repeated

forts to throw fupplies into the place; but were

. ctually prevented by the vigilance and activity

hat able commander. The trenches were open-

ed
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ed on the i6rh October, and the operations car-

ried on with fuch vigor, that notwithstanding the

place was defended with great bravery, by the

Baron de Dieibach, the governor, he found him*

felf obliged to fign a capitulation on the ift No-

vember, when the garrifon marched out with all

the honors of war.

His Serene Highnefs intended to have clofed

the campaign with the fiege of Zeigenhayn, which

was the only fortrefs in Hefle now ponefTed by the

French ; but his preparations were interrupted by

the ceffation of arms which took place at this pe-

riod, immediately on figning the preliminaries of

peace between Great Britain and France. Thus

ended the military career of that celebrated com-

mander, after he had, in the courfe of fix fuccef*

five and profperous campaigns, exhibited to the

world the mofl convincing proofs of his confum»

mate knowledge of the art of war.

On the 2d of January 1762, died Elizabeth

Emprefs of Ruflia, by which fortunate event the

moil formidable and inveterate of all the enemies of

the Pruffian Monarch were converted into friends

and allies ; for her fucceflor Peter III.—a prince of

the Houfe of Iiolflein, and a defcendant of the

elder daughter of Peter the Great—entertained fo

enthufiaftic an attachment to that hero, that he

not only concluded a treaty of peace, but fent ex-

prefs orders to the Ruffian commanders to co-ope-

A a 3 rate
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rate with him ; and a body of troops under Count

Czernicheff actually joined the Pruffian army.

The Swedes alfo, by his example, were induced

to accede to terms of accommodation.

In the beginning of May, Prince Henry unex-

pectedly pairing the Muldaw, furprized the left

wing of the Auftrian camp ; on which occafion

General Zetzwitz was taken prifoner, with fifteen

hundred men, after which the Prince made him-

felf mailer of Freyburg ; and in the beginning

of June repulfed the Auflrians, who made a hid-

den attack upon his camp, with great lofs. In Si-

lefia, the King, now flrengthened by the acceflion

of the Ruffians, as well as by the troops he had

withdrawn from Pomerania, advanced towards

Count Daun, who retired at his approach, and

left a free paiTage for the Pruffians, who invefled

Schweidnitz on the 8rh of Augufl, notwithstand-

ing the feceffion of the Ruffians, who in confe-

quence of a furprizing revolution that had taken

place at the Court of St. Peterfburg, were no longer

at liberty to co-operate with him. This was no

other than the depofition of the reigning Empe-

ror, by his own confort Catherine of Anhalt, a

woman of great talents, courage, and ambition,

whofe juft refentment he had fatally provoked.

This enterprize was conducted with wonderful fe-

crefy, refolution, and difpatch. The Emperor

was indulging himfelf in the moll perfect eafe and

fecurity,
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fecurity, at his country palace of Oranjebaum,

when the Emprefs fuddenly appearing before it, at

the head of ten thoufand men, fummoned him to

furrender. With this demand he inftantly com-

plied with the mod abject pufillanimity, though

he was accompanied with his Holftein Guards,

and in a condition to have made a vigorous de-

fence. He was immediately fent, under a flrong

efcort, to the caftle of Peterfhoff, where, in a few

d?ys, he was carried off by a fudden illnefs. This

revolution was not productive of the leaft difcon-

tent or diforder, in any part of that vaft empire,

the follies and vices of the late Czar having ren-

dered him the object of the public contempt and

deteftation. The Emprefs Catherine, though fhe

would not grant any afliftance to the Pruffian Mo-

narch, was by no means inclined to recommence

the war, and the Ruffian armies immediately be-

gan their march to their own country.

The fiege of Schweidnitz was now carried on

with great vigor ; and a mine being fprung by

the befiegers, on the 8th of October, in confe-

quence of which great part of the wall was thrown

into the fofie, and preparations made for a general

affault, Count de Guafco, the Governor, thought

proper to beat the cbamade, and he, with the

whole garrifon, were made prifoners of war. The

Imperial and Auflrian armies in Saxony had, du-

ring the progrefs of the fiege, defeated a body of

A a 4 troops.
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troops under General Belling, and retaken Frey-

burg ; but Prince Henry receiving a ftrong rein-

forcement from Silefia, attacked the combined

forces under the command of the Prince of Stol-

berg, at break of day, on the 29th Oft. (1762) :

The action laftcd till two o'clock in the afternoon,

when the enemy being entirely routed, abandoned

the field of battle, and the town of Freyburg, with

the lofs of five thoufand men.

A fufpenfion of arms between the Courts of

Vienna and Berlin, taking place foon afterwards,

this was the lall fervice performed in the field by

Prince lienry, in the courfe of this war, in which

he had repeatedly difplayed all the qualities of an

accomplished general. And if the Monarch was

celebrated for his fpirit of enterprize, for a ge-

nius fertile in refources, for his wonderful activity,

and for a valor almoft approaching to defperation,

the Prince was not lefs remarkable for his cool in-

trepidity, bis fagacity, his lirmnefs, and vigilance.

The fufpenfion of arms was quickly followed by

the treaty of Hubertfburg, the molt material ar-

ticle,of which imported, that all conquefts on each

fide mould be evacuated, and peace re-eftablifhed

on the fopting of former treaties. Such was the

iffueof a war in which two hundred and fifty thou-

fand lives were facrificed, an immenfity of treaiure

expended, and the fairefl provinces of the Empire

reduced to a ftate of ruin and defolaiion.

We
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We are now at liberty to advert to the civil and

political tranfa&ions by which the adminiftratiort

of Mr. Pitt was diftinguifhed. Amongft the firll

and mod remarkable of which we may reckon the

eftablifhment of a national militia : A meafure

highly popular and patriotic ; though the plan it-

felf, which was calculated for the emergency of the

occafion, and which has never fuffered any elTential

alteration, mud be acknowleged extremely crude,

imperfect, and defective. Nor is it to be imagined

that a comprehenfive and effectual fyftem of na-

tional defence, is to be fupported at fo fmall an ex-

pence as the infignificant fum allotted for this mod
important purpofe, and which is fcarcely equal to

the ufual amount of a retaining fee to a German

Elector. The number of men was originally

fixed by the Houfe of Commons at fixty-four thou-

fand, but by the Houfe of Lords reduced to thirty-

two thoufand. The grand and radical defect of

this plan is, that a fervice which ought to be fought

as a privilege, is impofed as an obligation. This

national army is abfurdly and arbitrarily felected

from the general mafs of the community, by lot,

or, in other words, by a blind and indifcriminate

compuliion ; fo that it necelTarily exhibits a bizarre

and fortuitous combination of alacrity and fullen-

nefs, of imbecility and vigor. Were regular and

reafonable pay allowed to each man, in the inter-

vals of actual fervice, thole who are belt qualified

to
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to ferve would voluntarily and cheerfully enrol

themfelves, and the kingdom would be defended

not by the refufe, but by the choice and flower of

the nation. And with proper attention to difci-

pline, thefe troops might foon be raifed nearly or

entirely to a level with the regulars of the fervice.

In facl, the Handing army of Pruffia is at this day

no other than a well-regulated national militia,

adapted to the circumflances of that country.

And were a national militia correfponding to the

circumflances of this kingdom once eflablifhed,

the far greater part of the prefent formidable and

unconstitutional (landing army might be fafely dif-

banded. And though it is remote from the pro-

vince of hiflory to defcend to fpecific or minute

calculation, it might be eafily demonflrated, that

the expence of fuch an eftablifhment would not

equal the amount of the fums annually voted by

Parliament, for maintaining poffelTion of the bar-

ren rock of Gibraltar, the unjuft retention of

which, notwithstanding the plain dictates of com-

mon fenfe, and the dear-bought experience of Ca-

lais, Dunkirk, Port Mahon, and Tangier, we

ftill continue with credulous enthufiafm to believe

elTential to the national profperity and welfare.

In the fummer of 1757, the Emprefs-Queen

recalled her Minifter, Count Coloredo, from Lon-

don ; and at the fame time notified to Mr. Keith,

the Englifh Minifter at Vienna, her determina-

tion
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tion to break off all correfpondencc with the King

of England, declaring that ihe could not fee with

indifference his Britannic Majefty enter into an al-

liance with her enemy the King of Pruffia, inftead

of affifting her with the fuccors due by the moft

folemn treaties.

The French interefl in Holland prevailing at this

time in an alarming degree, Sir Jofeph Yorke, the

Englifh Ambaffador at the Hague, was ordered to

reprefent to the States-General the aftonifhment of

the King of England, at the permiffion given by

their High MightinefTes, for the free palfage of a

large train of warlike implements and ftores through

Namur and Maeftricht, for the ufe of the French

army ; and (till more at their tame acquiefcence

in the furrender of Oflend and Nieuport, by the

Emprefs-Queen, to the French, in direct contra-

vention of the barrier treaty, and of the treaty of

Utrecht, which exprefsly declare, that no fortrefs,

town, or territory, of the Auftrian Low Countries,

ihall be ceded or transferred to the Crown of

France, upon any pretext whatever. The States,

however, were not inclined to deviate from their

profeffed fyftem of neutrality j and they alleged,

without referve or hefitation, their inability to

prevent thefe infractions of former treaties, as

fufficiently excufing, or rather juflifying their con-

nivance at them.

At
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At the meeting of Parliament, December 1757,

the King, in his fpeech from the throne, men-

tioned the late happy fuccefles in Germany, and

recommended " that his good brother and ally, the

King of Pruffia, might be aflilted in fuch a manner

as his magnanimity and zeal for the common caufe

appeared to deferve ; expreffing his firm reliance

on the zeal of his faithful Commons for the fupport

of the Protejiant religion, and of the liberties of

Europe." The anfwer of the Commons was in

the higheft degree dutiful and loyal ; and the fup-

plies, amounting to confiderably more than ten

millions, voted almofl without the formality of a

debate— Sir Francis Dafhwood only venturing to

exprefs his total dilTent from, and difapprobation

of, the meafures now adopted*. How the Pro-

teftant religion was concerned in the difputes of the

prefent belligerent powers, it feemed, in particular,

* In a debate of the Houfe of Commons feveral years fubfe-

quent to this period, Mr. Pitt declared, that every Seffion du-

ring his adminiilration, he called out, " Has any body any

objection to the German war I Nobody would objcft to it, one

Gentleman only excepted, fince removed to the Upper Houfe by

fucceffion to an antient Barony (Sir Francis Dafhwood, now

Lord Le Defpencer) ; he told me he did not like a German

war; I honored the man for it, and was forry when he was

turned out of his poll." On another occafion, he affirmed, "that

it was impoffible, after the treaties made with the King of

Pruffia, to leave that Monarch to the mercy of his enemies ; and

that he entered into office with the German war tied like a

mill-flone about his neck."

far
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far beyond the reach of men of common under(land-

ings to comprehend. It was notorious that Saxony,

long accounted the firft Proteftant power in Ger-

many, was ruined and defolated by the Proteftant

Hero ; that the Swedes, who have ever diftin-

guifhed themfelves by their zeal in defence of the

Proteftant faith, were themfelves parties in this

pretended confederacy againft Proteftantifm ; that

Denmark and Holland difcovered no particular

fymptoms of alarm on this occafion, though as

little inclined to advance the interefts, or extend

the power, of Popery, as Great Britain itfelf.

The refentment of Holland was, at this period,

inflamed in a very high degree againft England, in

confequence of the numerous feizures made by the

Englifh of Dutch vefiels, employed in carrying

naval ftores and tranfporting merchandize, the pro-

duce of the French iflands, to Europe. A memo-

rial, to which was affixed a prodigious number of

commercial fignatures of the fir ft confequence,

was prefented to the States General, in which their

High Mightineffes are ftrongly urged to protect the

commerce and navigation of the republic by an

armed force. The King of England, on the other

hand, declared, by his Ambaflador, that he would

not fuffer an illicit and injurious trade to be carried

on under the fpecious pretext of neutrality. And
the wifdom and moderation of the Princefs Gover-

nante fcarcely fufficed to prevent an open rupture.

The



366 K. GEORGE It

The death of that Princefs, which took place at the

beginning of the enfuing year, was the fubject of

real and equal regret to both nations.

In the month of Auguft 1758, a decree of the

Aulic Council was publifhed, enjoining all Direc-

tories of Circles, Imperial cities, &c. to tranfmit

to Vienna an exact account of thofe who had dif.

obeyed the avocatoria of the Empire, and adhered

to the rebellion raifed by the Elector of Bran-

denburg, that their revenues might be fequeftered,

and themfelves punifhed in their honors, perfons,

arid effects. The King of England, knowing him-

felf to be chiefly aimed at in this decree, prefented,

by his Minifter Baron Gemmingen, a fpirited me-

morial to the Diet of the Empire, enumerating

the important fervices which he had rendered to the

Houfe of Auftria, for which he had even expofed

his life in the field of battle ; in return for which

the Emprefs-Queen had formed an alliance with

France for the invafion of his Electorate : And the

Duke of Cumberland, who had been wounded at

Dettingen in the caufe of her Imperial Majefly, was

compelled to fight at Haftenbeck againft the troops

of that Princefs, in defence of his father's domi-

nions. That the King of England was threatened

with the ban of the Empire for not complying with

the refolutions of the Diet for aflembling an army,

although the conduct of the Imperial Court ren-

dered it indifpenfable to his fafety to retain his

1 troops
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' troops for the prote&ion of his fubje&s. He ac-

knowleged that, in quality of King of England,

and for juft reafons, he had fent over Englifh

troops to Germany, and had taken poffeffion of

Embden ; for which he was accountable to no

power upon earth. And he exprefied his hope

that the Diet would, upon deliberate advice, not

only exhort the Emperor to recal or annul his re-

cent mandates, but inltitute fuch proceedings againft

the Emprefs-Queen, in the quality of Arch-duchefs

of Auftria, as fhe wiilied to enforce againft the

King of England, as Elector of Hanover." The

original aggreflion of the laws of the Empire refted,

after all, folely and plainly with the King of Pruf-

fia, who was* as clearly fupported and defended in

his contumacy by the King of England ; and if

thefe two Monarchs, as Members of the Germanic

Body, were at liberty to difobey and contemn the

decrees of the Diet, the Germanic Conftitution was

no more. No common centre of union remained

by which that vail body could exercife its fovereign

authority, or even demonftrate its political exift-

ence. The Diet, however, wifely chofe to refrainv

in prefent circumftances, from the affumption of

a prerogative which they were in no condition to

enforce. And the numberlefs memorials, and

counter-memorials, publifhed in the courfe of this

war, ferved to little other purpofe than to fhew the

extraordinary degree of animofity and rancor by

which
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which the belligerent powers were univerfally ac-

tuated.

In the courfe of this year died the celebrated

Profper Lambertini, who, on his elevation to the

Papal chair, A. D. 1740, affumed the name of

Benedict XIV. The good fenfe, candor, and mo-

deration, of this amiable Pontiff, made him fcarcely

lefs the fubject of efteem and veneration in the Pro-

teftant than the Catholic ftates of Europe. But,

unfortunately, his political influence was too weak

to enable him to compofe thofe differences by which

Chriflendom had been fo long difgraced and defo-

lated. He was fucceeded in the Papacy by Cardi-

nal Rezzonico, Bifhop of Padua, who took the

name of Clement XIII. And the new Pope found

an early opportunity of difplaying his weaknefs and

bigotry, by fending a confecrated banner, accom-

panied with his Apoftolic benediction, to the Aus-

trian General Count Daun. A recent attempt,

fcarcely worthy of hiftoric notice, as neither arifmg

from any political caufe, nor producing any politi-

cal effect, had been made on the life of the King

of France, by an infane fanatic of the name of

Damien, who, in confequence of this crime, ex-

pired in torments, the national fufferance, and,

much more, the national approval of which, in the

view of reafon and humanity, degraded the character

of the moft polilhed and civilized country on the

globe to a temporary level with that of the Onon-

dagas
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dagas and Cherokees. In the autumn of the pre-

fent year, a royal aflaffination in all its circum-

ftances much more extraordinary and interefting,

the full extent and myfterious nature of which have

never been perfectly developed, was attempted on

the perfon of his Moft Faithful Majefty, who paff-

ing, September 3, in his carriage over a folitary

fpot near the palace of Belem, was fired at and

dangeroufly wounded by two villains on horfeback,

one of whom made his efcape ; the other being

put to the queftion, impeached the Due d'Aveiro,

Prefident of the palace, the Marquis and Marchion-

efs of Tavora, the Count d'Atouguia, and feveral

other perfons of the higheft rank, as parties in this

confpiracy, who were accordingly tried, convi&ed,

and fuffered fentence of death on the fcafFold. It ap-

pearing, from undoubted evidence, that the Jefuits,

who had been for fome time pafl in difgrace at

Court, were the principal infligators to this wicked

attempt, the effects and property of the whole or-

der were fequeftered, and a decree of baniihment

finally ilfued againft them.

The Parliament of England being convened in

November (1758), the Lord Keeper Henley made

a fpeech to both Houfes, by command of his Ma-
jefty, in which the fuccefies of the year were often-

tatioufly enumerated ; and the Commons were

anew exhorted vigoroufly to fupport the King of

Pruffia, and the reft of his Majefty's Allies. The
Vol. II. B b expenfe
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expenfe incurred by England at this time for the

payment of fubfidies, and the maintenance of ar-

mies in Germany alone, exceeded three millions

fterling ; which immenfe fum, as well as all the

other fupplies demanded by the Minifler, were

now voted almoft as a matter of courfe. Towards

the termination of the Seffion, May 1759, the King

informed the two Houfes, by meflages delivered

by Lord Holdernefs and Mr. Pitt, the two Secreta-

ries of State, that he had received authentic ad-

vice of preparations making by the French Court

with a defign to invade Great Britain : And both

Houfes, in return, affured his Majefty of their de-

termination to fupport, with their lives and for-

tunes, his perfon and government againft all at-

tempts whatever. Directions alfo were iffued to

the Lords Lieutenants of the refpective counties of

the kingdom, to ufe their utmoft diligence and at-

tention in executing the feveral acts of Parliament

made for the better ordering the militia. This

alarm, however, after the defeat of the French

fleet by Admiral Hawke, entirely fubfided.

In the month of Auguft, an event of great poli-

tical importance took place in the death of Ferdi-

nand, King of Spain, who, in confequence of the

lofs of the Queen his confort, had, for many

mpnths, renounced all company, neglected all

bufinefs, and indulged in the utmoil excelfes of

forro\v3 under the weight of which he languilhed,

without
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without relief or intermiflion, to the final termina-

tion of his life. He was fucceeded by his brother

Don Carlos, King of the Sicilies—a Prince by no

means fo favorably difpofed as his predeceffor to

the Englifh nation ; and who flill harbored a deep

refentment of >the infult offered to his Crown and

dignity in the former war, by the threatened bom-

bardment of his capital, and the humiliating treaty

of neutrality to which he was compelled to accede.

This Monarch, previous to his departure from Na-

ples, by a folemn edict, refigned the kingdoms of

Naples and Sicily to his younger fon, Don Ferdi-

nand, in contravention and contempt of the treaty

of Aix-la-Chapelle, which exprefsly declares, that,

if the Infant Don Carlos fhall fucceed to the throne

of Spain, the Dutchies of Parma, Placentia, and

Guaftalla, mall revert to the Houfe of Auitria, and

the Infant Don Philip fhall fucceed to the throne of

the Sicilies. But to this article Don Carlos had

never acceded ; and the Court of Vienna was not

at this time in a fituation to enforce the obfervance

of it.

In November 1759, the Parliament was again

opened by commiffion, and the Lord Keeper again

enlarged on the fignal fucceffes of his Majefty's

arms by fea and land
;

particularly diftinguifhing

the reduction of Quebec and the victory of Minden

—declaring, however, by the command of his

Sovereign, " that, as his Majefty entered not into

B b 2 this



372 K. GEORGE II.

this war from views of ambition, he did not wifh

to continue it from motives of refentment ; that

the defire of his Majefty's heart was to fee a flop

put to the effufion of Chriftian blood, whenever

juft and honorable terms of peace could be ob-

tained." It was confolatory to the humane and dif-

paffionate part of the nation, after the facrifice of

fuch countlefs hetacombs of human victims, and

the expenditure of fo many millions of treafure, at

length to hear the found of peace. But the majo-

rity, intoxicated with ideas of conqueft, were far

from wifhing the fpeedy termination of the war

;

and, from the enormous fupplies granted by Par-

liament, amounting this year to no lefs than fifteen

millions, it feemed as if the nation, eager for its

own impoverifhment and ruin, was willing to pur-

chafe glory with bread.

In the courfe of this Sellion, an effort was made

to render efficient the famous Parliamentary quali-

fication act of Queen Anne, by the introduction of

a bill, which, with fome modifications, eventually

paffed into a law. By virtue of the new a£t, it be-

came neceffary for every perfon elected a Member

of the Houfe of Commons, to deliver in a paper or

fchedule to the Speaker of the Houfe, fpecifying the

lands, tenements, and hereditaments, whereby he

makes out his qualification. But this regulation

ferved only to increafe in fome degree the trouble,

and not at all to diminifh the frequency of evafion.

The
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The truth is, that the act, which was originally

defigned to promote the interefts of a faction, is fo

contrary to the fenfe and to the intereft of the na-

tion, that it neither can nor ought to be enforced.

Perfect freedom of choice on the part of the people

is the only rational fecurity for the integrity of the

reprefentative body ; and to impofe any arbitrary

reftrictions of this nature, by which they might be

eventually deprived of the fervices of fome of the

mod honefl and able members of the community,

is an unconftitutional violation of their juft and im-

prefcriptible rights *.

The

* This aft of Queen Anne, originally framed to ftrengthen

the intereft of the Tory faction, can be juftiSed on no principle

of reafon or equity ; for there is no ground to fuppofe that inte-

grity bears any determinate ratio to property. Men in the higher

walks of life are far from being, on that account, the moll in-

dependent. Having a fpecific rank to fupport, and dreading

the lean; degradation from it, they have always much for them-

felves and families to afk—admitting that they cherilh no ambi-

tious ideas of advancement—at leaft to maintain their accuftomed

level in fociety. Whereas, perfons in lefs elevated Rations, of

inferior fortune, and different habits, more eatily learn to mo-

derate their defires, and not unfrequently entertain a real indif-

ference for thole honors and riches which it is the lot of fo few

to poffefs

—

" And which to leave's a thoufand-fold more bitter

Than fvveet at rirft t'acquire."

It is true, that abfolute indigence is apparently in-

compatible with independence : But there is little danger

that perfons of this defcription fliould be returned Members

to Pailiament, except the virtue of the individual fhould in

B b 3 fome
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The fubje& which at this time chiefly engrofled

the public attention, was the court-martial held

upon Lord George Sackville, Commander of the

Britifh forces in Germany, in confequence of the

charge brought againft him of diibbeying the re-

peated orders of Prince Ferdinand, to advance with

the cavalry, in order to fuitain the infantry, and

to attack the enemy, already broken, at the me-

morable battle of Minden. From this chaige his

Lordihip was not able to clear himielf to the fatif-

faclion of the public. For, though it appeared that

there were in the orders tranfmitted by the different

Aids-du-Camp foine degree of variation, perhaps

of ineonfiilency, it was universally acknowleged

that the neceffity of bringing the cavalry into imme-

diate aHion was ftrongly and repeatedly urged to

his Lordihip. Colonel Fitzroy *, in particular,

fome *are inftance be deemed proof againft all temptation,

as in the cafe of the famous Andrew Marvel, who is faid, after

rcfufing a treafury warrant for a thoufand pounds, to have been

under the neceflity of applying to a friend for the loan of a

guinea.

" Gemmas, marmor, ebur, Tyrrhena figilla, tabellas,

Argentum, vefles Gactulo murice tinclas

Sunt qui non habeant ; eft qui non curat habere."

Hon.
" Gold, filver, ivory, vafes, fculptur'd high,

Paint, marble, gems, and robes of Tyrian dye,

There are who have not—and thank Heaven there are,

VVho, if they have not, think not worth their care."

Pope.
* Now Lo;d Southampton.

after
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after ftating the circumftances which occafioned

the order, added, with great gallantry, " that it

was a glorious opportunity for the Englifh to diftin-

guifh themfelves, and that his Lordihip, by lead-

ing them on, would gain immortal honor." Ad-

mitting, then, the commands of his Serene High-

nefs to be in any refpecl: doubtful, hisLordfhip might

furely have been guided in the interpretation of

them by his own difcretion ; and nothing could

be more abfurd or unpardonable than to wafle thofe

irreparable moments in coldly feeking an explana-

tion of orders, which ought to have been occupied

|n the vigorous execution of them. In conclufion,

the court-martial adjudged that Lord George

Sackville was guilty of difobeying the orders of

Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, his Commander

—declaring him, for this offence, incapable

of ferving his Majefty in any military capacity

whatfoever. This fentence was confirmed by

the King, who, as a farther mark of his refent-

ment, called in council for the council-book, and

ordered the name of Lord George Sackville to be

{truck out of the lift of Privy Counfellors. Such

was the lad public act of this Monarch's reign and

life : For, on Saturday the 25th of October

1760, being at the palace of Kenfington, where he

commonly refided, he was fuddenly feized with an

apoplectic fit, foon after his rifing in ufual health

in the morning. Recovering his fenfes after a fhort

interval, he defired, with a faint voice, that his

B b 4 daughter
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daughter the Princefs Amelia might be fent for

;

but, before her arrival, he expired, in the feventy-

feventh year of his age, and the thirty-fourth of

his reign. During this long period, he had expe-

rienced many vicimtudes of fortune ; but he lived

to fee himfelf the moll fuccefsful of all the Englifh

Monarchs. And, after the dark and lowering

afpecf which his political horizon occafionally exhi-

bited, his fun fet at lad in a golden cloud.

The character of this Monarch it is not eafy

either to miftake or to mifreprefent. Endowed by

nature with an underftanding by no means com-

prehenfive, he had taken little pains to improve

and expand his original powers by intellectual cul-

tivation. Equally a ftranger to learning and the

arts, he faw the rapid increafe of both under his

reign, without contributing in the remotefl degree

to accelerate that progremon by any mode of en-

couragement, or even bellowing, probably, a fmgle

thought on the means of their advancement. Inhe-

riting all the political prejudices of his father—pre-

judices originating in a partiality natural and par-

donable—he was never able to extend his views

beyond the adjuftment of the Germanic balance of

power ; and refting with unfufpicious Jatisfaction in

that fyftem, into which he had been early initiated,

he never role even to the conception of that fimple,

dignified, and impartial conduct., which it is equally

the honor and iutereft of Great Britain to maintain

In
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in all the complicated contefts of the Continental

States. It is curious to remark, that the grand

objects of the two Continental wars of this reign

were diametrically oppofite : In the nrft, England

fought the aggrandizement—in the fecond, the

abafement of the Houfe of Auitria. And in what

mode the confequent advancement of Pruffia, at an

expenfe to England fo enormous, to the rank of a

primary power .in Europe, has contributed to the

eftablifhment or prefervation of that political ba-

lance, upon the accurate poize of which many have

affirmed, and perhaps fome have believed, that the

falvadon of England .depends, yet remains to be

explained. In the internal government of his

kingdoms, this Monarch appears, however, to

much greater advantage than in the contemplation

of his fyftem of foreign politics. Though many

improper concefhons were made by the Parliament

to the Crown during the courfe of this reign, it

mud be acknowleged, that no violation of the efta-

blifhed laws or liberties of the kingdom can be im-

puted to the Monarch. The genera) principles of

his adminiftration, both civil and religious, were

liberal and juft. Thofe penal ftatutes which form

the difgrace of our judicial code, were, in his reign,

meliorated, and virtually fufpended, by the fuperior

mildnefs and equity of the Executive Power. And
it was a well-known and memorable declaration of

this beneficent Monarch, " that, during his reign,

there
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there mould be no perfecution for confcience fake."

Though fubjeft to occafional fallies of paflion, his

difpofition was naturally generous and eafily placa-

ble. On various occafions, he had given fignal de-

monftrations of perfonal bravery ; nor did the ge-

neral tenor of his conduct, exhibit proofs lefs i'trik-

ing of his rectitude and integrity : And, if he can-

not be ranked amongft the greateft, he is at leaf!

entitled to be clafled with the molt refpe&able

Princes of the age in which he lived, and his me-

mory is defervedly held in national efleem and ve-

neration.

The general Rate of literature and the arts du-

ring this reign, it may be thought improper to pafs

over without a fpecific, however tranfient, men-

tion. In the early part of it, a madow of royal

protection and encouragement difplayed itfelf in the

"countenance given by Queen Caroline— a Princefs

of an excellent underilanding and much liberality

of fentiment— to feveral learned men, with whom
me loved freely to converfe

;
particularly with Dr.

Samuel Clarke, fo famous for his theological and

metaphyfical writings ; and whofe fpeculative opi-

nions, in their full extent, the Queen was believed

to have deeply imbibed. Hoadley, the friend of

this illuflrious philofopher, was advanced, through

a long feries of promotions, to the Biihopric of

Winchefter ; and Dr. Clarke himfelf was, it is

faid, deftined, had not his death prematurely and

i unex-
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unexpectedly intervened, to the Archbifhopric of

Canterbury. Thefe great and celebrated ecclefi-

aftics, the brighteft ornaments and luminaries of

the Englifh Church, were anKioufly felicitous to

advance its true intereft, as well as honor, by effect-

ing a farther reform, both of its difcipline and

doctrine, on the genuine principles of Proteftant-

ifm. But the political caution, and not the reli-

gious bigotry, of the governing powers, unhap-

pily precluded the attempt.

The Prince of Wales alfo, at a fubfequent pe-

riod, mewed a difpofition, though retrained in

the ability, to become a munificent patron of li-

terature : And Mallet, Thomfon, and Young, are

faid to have been particularly diftinguifhed by his

bounty. The Seafons, and the Night Thoughts,

are poems of high and deferved celebrity. But

the moft truly poetical genius of this reign was

unqueftionably Gray, had his powers been fully

expanded by the funfhine of popular and courtly

encouragement. The Bard and Church-yard Elegy

are matter-pieces of fubiime enthufiafm, and plain-

tive elegance. In the drama no tragedies appeared

which could ftand even a momentary competition

with the admired and pathetic productions of Ot-

way, or even the elegant though lefs impaffioned

performances of Rowe. In comedy, Congreve,

Vanbrugh, and Farquhar yet remained unrivalled.

And of the far greater part of the numerous dra-

matic
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matic pieces of this period, it may be affirmed

in the words of Dryden, " that the tragic mufe

gave fmiles, the comic Deep."

In one fpecies of literary compofition, however,

and that of the higheft importance, the reign of

George II. may boafl a decided and indifputable

fuperiority ; and in the province of hiftory, the

names of Hume and Robertfon will ever claim the

highefl: rank of eminence. Taking it for all in

all, Hume's Hiftory of England may perhaps be

juflly regarded as the greateft effort of hifloric ge-

nius which the world ever faw. His philofophic

impartiality, approaching indeed occafionally the

confines of indifference, his profound fagacity, his

diligence of refearch, his felicity of fele&ion and

arrangement, the dignified elegance of his ftyle,

which yet rarely afpires to elevation or energy—all

combine to flamp upon this work the characleriftics

of high and indifputable excellence. With fuch

happinefs, and with touches fo maflerly, are the

principal perfonages of his hiftory delineated, that

a more clear and perfect idea is frequently convey-

ed by Mr. Hume, in a few lines, than we are able

to derive from the elaborate amplifications of Lord

Clarendon, whofe hiftorical portraits, though

drawn certainly with great accuracy and clofenefs

of obfervation, are fmiihed rather in the ftyle of

the Flemifh than the Roman fchool. With refpect

to the Hiftorlan of Charles V. it is fuflicient to

fay,
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fay, that he has been often highly, but never too

highly praifed. From a rude and indigefted chaos

of matter he has felected thofe fads which are

truly and permanently interesting, and which alone

it imports poflerity to know, connecting them with

exquifite fkill, and adorning his narration with all

the graces of a fimple, pure, and luminous die*

tion, wholly free from thofe meretricious orna-

ments, that tumid pomp, and gaudy difplay of

eloquence, by which later writers have been un-

fortunately ambitious to acquire reputation.

In metaphyfics, Hartley eftablifhed a fyftem ad-

mirable for its fimplicity, for the extent and im-

portance of its practical application, and its per-

fect correfpondence with all the actual phenomena

of human nature, upon the firm and immovable

foundation of Locke. This fyftem, now rifing

into general regard and estimation, has been vio-

lently attacked by fome ingenious writers, whofe

darts have " faintly tinkled on the brazen fhield"

of this great philofopher, the theory of whom has

been moft ably vindicated by the pen of the cele-

brated Prieftley, whofe name, at once the glory

and the reproach of the Englim nation, is revered

in every part of the globe where the light of fcience

has penetrated ; and whofe peculiar praife and ho-

nor it is, long to have been the object of the malig-

nant animofity, and, as far as the fpirit of the

times
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times would permit, of the perfecution of the

" holy Vandals" of the age.

In philology, morals, and criticifm, Bentley,

Warburton, and more recently Johnfon, fhone

with diftinguifhed luftre.

In theology, amidft an hoft of great and re-

fpe&able names, it cannot be deemed invidious to

bellow the higheft applaufe on that of Lardner,

whoj unaffifted by the advantages, and unadorned

by the honors of our national feminaries of educa-

tion, compofed a ftupendous work on the credibi-

lity of Chriftianity, no lefs to be admired for its

candor, impartiality, and fagacious fpirit of re-

fearch, than its amazing extent and depth of eru-

dition ; and it is not without reafon that he has

been flyled, by a juflly celebrated writer, who

cannot be SuSpected of partiality either to the caufe

or the advocate, " the prince of modern divines."

Fofler, Leland, Chandler, Abernethy, Duchal,

and many other eminent names, not of the Efta-

blifhed Church, maintained alfo, with diftinguifh-

ed honor to themfelves, by their various learned

theological and philosophical writings, at once the

reputation of their Separate communion, and the

authority of that common faith which all deno-

minations of Chriftians are equally concerned to

Support. In the pale of the Eftablifhment, the

venerable Lowth diftinguifhed himfclf above all

his
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his cotemporaries, by adorning the profoundeft

difquifitions in facred literature, with all the charms

of claffic elegance. And the excellent Jortin, in

the juftnefs and comprehenfion of his views, the

clearnefs and accuracy of his reafonings, attained

to high, perhaps unrivalled pre-eminence. His Re-

marks on Ecclefiajlical Hijiory abound with the mod
candid and liberal fentiments ; and his Life of

Erafmits difcovers a mind perfectly congenial with

that of the illuftrious fcholar whofe portrait he

has delineated—the fame ingenuous fimplicity, the

fame urbanity, wit, and polifhed keennefs of fa-

tire—in rectitude equal, in fortitude fuperior. Had

Erafmus flourifhed in our days, Jortin would furely

have been his favourite and chofen friend ; for we

know that his admired and beloved Colet was but

the Jortin of a former age. For the famous and

incomparable preface prefixed to his Re?narks> he

is faid to have been menaced by the High Church

bigots of his time with a legal profecution ; but

this threat was rendered ineffectual by the mode*

ration of the governors of the Church at that pe-

riod, and particularly of Herring, Archbimop of

Canterbury—a prelate eminent for difcernment,

candor, and benignity, and who had declared to

Dr. Jortin that he would be to him what Warham
had been to Erafmus. It was, however, late in

life before the extraordinary merits of Jortin at-

tracted
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tra&ed that attention to which they were fo well

.
intitled : And he himfelf truly and feelingly fpeaks

of the patronage faid to be afforded to literature by

men of rank and fortune, as " a Milefian fable

and a fairy tale."

Before the conclufion of this reign, Reynolds

in painting, in fculpture Wilton, began to rife

into fame : And the exquifite mufical compofitions

of Handel were vigoroufly emulated by Arne and

Boyce. But to whatever degree of perfection

fcience, literature, and the arts, arofe, during

even its laft fplendid and memorable period, the

fole and exclufive honor of patronage appertains

—not to the Court—not to any Maecenas or Dor-

fet of the age—not to the encouragement derived

from academical honors or premiums—but to the

tafte, difcernment, and generofity of theJ^ATiON.

THUS have thefe Memoirs of Great Britain been

at length brought to a determinate period—perhaps,

at fome future time—if in future time the truth may

be iafely fpoken—to be refumed. If any apology

be necefTary for the freedom with which they are

written, no words more proper can be adopted

than thofe already excellently urged by M. Vol-

taire.
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taire. " We have been amufed, fays this philo-

fopher, long enough with thofe fplendid trifles

which defcribe the pomp of a coronation, the ce-

remony of receiving a hat', or the public entree of

an ambaflador. What we want is an hiftory of

mankind itfelf, and not of kings or courts, which

gratify only an idle curiofity, and leave us defti-

tute of inftru&ion or improvement."

History, according to a very juft and cele-

brated definition of it, is philosophy teaching by

example. And the great purpofe to be anfwer-

ed, by a refearch into the records of pad ages, is

to learn how to avoid thofe errors which have been

injurious to human happinefs, and by what means

....the general v/elfare may be mod certainly and effi-

cacioufly promoted. If Hiftory be not written,

and if it ^ge not read likewife in this fpirit, and

with this view",* the romantic tales of an Amadis

or an Orlando, may be ftudied with as much ad-

vantage as the Memoirs of Great Britain or of

France. From increafe of knowlege we have a

right to expect increafe of happinefs j and to

whatever temporary obftruclions the progrefs of

mankind to that perfection of which their nature

and condition arc fufceptible, may be liable, the

grand affociation of knowlege, virtue, and hap-

pinefs remains, in the moral order of the univerfe,

affuredly fixed and indifToluble. And, to con-

clude, in the words of an admirable foreign wri-

Vol. II. C c ter

:
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ter :
" In vain fhall fophifms be fcattered, times

confounded, or particular fads generalized, in

order to fhew that the progrefs of vices follows

that of the arts. Whenever we view, with an im-

p?rtial and attentive eye, the chain of events, and

take a comprehenfive furvey of the whole, we

{hall invariably behold ignorance the concomi-

tant of crimes, and virtues multiplied in propor-

tion as the human mind -is illuminated*."

* " Envain etalera-t-on des fophifmes, confondra-t-on les

terns, getieralifera-t-on les faits particuliers, pour raontrcr que

les progrls des vices fuivent les progres des arts j toutes lei

fois qu'on portera un ceil attentif et jufte fur la chaine des

evenemens, et qu'on en embraflera l'enfemble, on verra toujours

l'ignorance marcher avec les crimes, et les vertus fe multiplier

avec les lumieres."

Tableau dt IHijloire Moderne, far M. de Mehegan.

INDEX.
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ABERCROMBIE, General, appointed to the chief command
in America, vol. ii. 267. 'His unfuccefsful attempt on Ti-

conderago, ii. 268. Superceded by General Amherft, 271.

Abo, peace of, between Rufiia and Sweden, ii. 125.

Achmet III. Emperor of the Turks, his extraordinary deposition,

i. 280—284.

Addifon, Mr. advanced to the poft of Secretary of State, i. 172.;

but refigns, ibid. His literary character, 265.

Adolpbus-Frederic, King of Sweden, his acceffion to the throne,

ii. 190. His voluntary oath, ibid.

Atx-la-Chapelle, Convention of, i. 262. General peace of, ii.

168.

Alberoni, Cardinal, his character and romantic projects, i. 143
-158.

Albemarle, Earl of, his fpirited memorial to the French Court, ii.

216.

Amherjl, General, affumes the command in America, ii. 267.

Captures the city of Louifburg, 268. Reduces the forts of

Ticonderago and Crown-Point, 273. Takes the city of Mont-
real, and completes the conqueft c>: Canada, 281.

Anne, Queen of Great Britain, fucceeds to the throne on the death

of King William, i. 8. Declares war againft France, 10. Her
prejudices, political and religious, 54. Difmifies the Whig
Miniftry, 68. Orders the Attorney-General to commence a

profecution againlt the Duke of Marlborough, 71. Fler death,

and character, 85.

/inne Itvanonvna, Emprefs of Ruffia, her acceffion, i. 2$o. Her
eonqueils over the Ottomans, 371. Her death, ii. 18.

C c 2 Anfony
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An/on, Commodore, detached with a fquadron Into the South

Sea, ii. i7. Returns to England-after a circumnavigation of
the globe, 18. Engages and defeats- a French fquadron, 165.
Ennobled, ibid. Placed at the head of the Admiralty, 26 r.

Argyle, Duke of, defeats the rebels at Sheriff-Moor, i. 108. His
character drawn, 270. Oppofes the bill for inflicting penalties

on the city of Edinburgh, 367. Accepts the Mafter-General-
fhip of the Ordnance, which he quickly refigns, ii. 49.

AJhby and White, cafe of, i. 14.

Atierbury, Bifhop of Rochefter, refufes to fign the proteftation

againft the Pretender, i. 164. Oppofes the petition of the

Quakers, 2 r o. Engages in a confpiracy againft the Govern-
ment, and banifhed, 214. Remarkable declaration of Lord
Harcourt refpe&ing him, 218. His character and death,, 219.

Augujlus I. King of Poland, his death, and its political confe-

quences, i. 332.

Aug1[flus II. King of Poland, joins the confederacy againft the

Queen of Hungary, ii. 21. Concludes a treaty of peace, 26.

Joins the Queen of Hungary againft Pruflia, 76. His troops

defeated at Keffeldorff, and the city of Drefden compelled to

furrender, 84. Concludes a treaty of peace with Pruflia, ibid.

Engages in a fubfidy treaty with England, 192. ; whom he

abandons, 228. Enters into fecret intrigues to the prejudice

of the King of Pruflia, 318. His dominions invaded by the

King of Pruflia, who takes poffeffion of Drefden, 320. His

army compelled to capitulate, 321.

B

Bali-hen, Admiral Sir John, loft, with his whole crew, in the

Victory, ii. 140.

Bedford, Duke of, declares his difapprobation of the Hanoverian

fyftem, ii. 60. His fpeech againft the bill for extending the

forfeitures of treafon, 119. Appointed Firft Lord of the Ad-
miralty, 141. His remarkable motion in the Houfe of Peers,

176.
'

Belhavtn, Earl of, his eloquent fpeech againft the Treaty of

Union, i. 35.

Bened'icl, Pope, XIII. his acceflion to the papacy, i. 206. His

death, 2 bo.

Bencdia, Pope, XIV. his death and character, ii. 368.

Bernard, Sir John, his oppofition to the foreign loan bill, i. 286.

His
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His fpeeeh againft the requifition of an unlimited vote of cre-

dit, 353. His plan for reducing the public debt, 379.

Berwick, Duke of, gains the battle of Almanza, i. 46. Captures

Fontarabia and St. Sebaftian, 160. Reduces Fort Kehl and

Traerbsch, 334. Killed by a cannon-ball at the fiege of Phi-

lipfburg, ibid.

Braddoch, General, his difaftrous expedition to the Ohio, ii. 221.

Bhgh, General, his unfortunate retreat to St. Cas, ii. 284.

Bolingbrohe, Vifcount, appointed Secretary of State, i. 69. Re-

pairs to Paris to negotiate the peace, 76. His character, 78.

Brings in a bill againft the Pretender, 83. Removed from his

office, 97. ; and impeached of high treafon, 100. Withdraws
to the continent, ibid. Engages in the fervice of the Pretender,

103. Bill of attainder paffed againft him, 106. Plis Charac-

ter of the Pretender, ill. Act of attainder reverfed, 217.

Joins the Oppofition, inftigated by chagrin and ambition, 218.

Acquires the favour and confidence of the Prince of Wales, ii.

171. His character in the concluding years of his life, 172.

Bofcaiuen, Admiral, captures the A'cide and the Lys, ii. 220.

Defeats the French fleet off Cape Lagos, 285.

Bourbon, Duke of, fucceeds the Duke of Orleans as Regent of

France, i. 231

.

Brejlau, treaty of, ii. 25.

Brltifo Fi/hery, act paffed for its encouragement, ii. 185.

Bute, Earl of, introduced into the houfehold of the Prince of

Wales, ii. 175. His baleful influence, 176.

Byng, Sir George, defeats a French armament from Dunkirk, i.

43. Engages and deftroys the Spanilh fleet off Meflina, 149.
Created Vifcount Torrington, 1 50.

Byng, Admiral, difpatched to the relief of Minorca, ii. 246. His
indecifive engagement with Monf. Galiflioniere, 247. His pu-

sillanimous retreat to Gibraltar, 249. His trial and execution,

25 3 >
254-

Camlray, Congrefs of, i. l 60.

Cameron, Dr. his trial and barbarous execution, ii. 202.

Cape Breton, ifland of, taken by Admiral Warren, ii 158. Re-
itored by the peace of Aix la Chapelle, ii. 170. Captured by
General Amherlt, 268.

Careiv, Mr. his motion for reftoring annual parliaments, ii. 1 42.

C c 3 Carteret,



INDEX.
Carteret, Lord, his character, i. 270. Appointed to the govern-

ment of Ireland, 27S. His wife adminiilration, 279. He re-

figns his offices, and joins the Oppofition, 298. Supports the

Penfion bill, ibid. Declares a^ainft votes of credit, 383. Ap-
?ointed Principal Secretary of State, ii. 48. Votes acrainft the

'enfionbill, 50. Insinuates himfelf into the favour of the King,

57. Appointed Ambafador-Extraordinary to the States-General,

58. His infidious policy, 67, 68. EngroPed by Continental

politics, 103. Plis fpeech in vindication of the Continental

war, 106. Againfl difmiffing the Hanoverian mercenaries,

115. Compelled to refign his office, 141. Becomes Earl of

Granville, is re-appointed to the office of Secretary of State,

and again religns, 160. Made Prefident of the Council, ibid.

Carlos, Don, fucceeds to the Duchies of Parma, &c. i. 300. Con-
quers Naples and Sicily, 335. Succeeds to the crown of Spain,

ii. 371.

Caroline, Qjieen of Great Britain, dies, i. 370. Her liberality of

featimer.t, ii. 378.

Catherine I. Emprefs of Ruffia, heracceffion to the throne, i. 244.
Offended at the meaftires of the Englifh Court, ibid. Accedes
to the treaty of Vienna, 245. Death of the Emprefs, 261.

Catherine II. Emprefs of Ruffia, her acceffion and character, ii.

357-

Charles XII. King of Sweden, offended at the purchafe of Bre-

men and Verden, i. 132. Projects the invafion of Great Bri-

tain, ibid. His death and character, 140.

Charles VI. Emperor of Germany, concludes a peace with France,

at Al-Raftadt, i. 77. Engages as a party in the q at , - al-

liance, 145. Refines to the King of England ..' e invelliture*

of Bremen and Verden, 162. Grants a prote6tori I comniiffion

for Mecklenburg, ibid. His jealotify of the King of England,

229. Eflablifhes an Imperial fndia Company at Gltend,

230. Concludes an, alliance w th Spain, 251. Agrees to pre-

liminaries of accommodate n with Ei,;;lri:d, 262. Gffmded at

the treaty of Seville, 2.''.—286. His unfuccefsful war with Tur-

key, 37J.. His death, ii. 18.

Charles VII. Emperor of Cernjany, Elector of Bavaria, his claim

upon the Auftrian fucceffion, ii. 21. Invades the Archduchy

of Auftria, and threatens Vienna, 13. Crowned King of Bo-

hemia at Prague, ibid. Elected Emperor at Francfort, ibid.

Reduced to great difficulty and diltrefs, 26. His decree againfl

the Queen of Hungary, 27. In danger of being made a pri-

soner, 62. Signs a treaty at Francfort, with Pruffia, Sweden,
• and
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and the Elector Palatine, 75. Recovers poiTeffion of Munich
his capital, and dies, 79.

Charles-Emmanuel, King- of Sardinia, fucceeds to the crown on
the resignation of his father, i. 280. Orders the perfon of the

late King to be feized, 32 q. Declares war againft the Emperor,
in conjunction with France and Spain, 334. Joins the Houfe
of Auftria againft Spain aad France, ii. 28. In danger of iof-

ing his dominions, 32. He is remunerated for his fervices,

36.

Charles, Prince of Lorraine, oppofes the King of PruTiia in.Silefia,

ii. 25. Advances into Bohemia, and in veils the city of Prague,

26. Croffes the Rhine, and invades the kingdom of France, 74.

Compels the King of Pruflia to evacuate Bohemia, 77. De-
feated by Marefchal Saxe, at Roucoux, 96. Defeated by the

King of Pruffia at Prague, 322. Superfeded in the command
by Marfhal Daun, 323.

Cherbourg, city of, taken by Lord Howe, who deftroys its bafon

and harbour, ii. 283.

Chefierfield, Earl of, his character, i. 268. His fpeech againft

the Bill for licenling the Stage, 374. Inveighs againft a conti-

nental war, ii. ^9. His fpeech on moving the addrefs, 104.

Appointed to the Government of Ireland, 141. Goes as Am-
bafiador-extraordinary to Holland, 1

,
3. The wifdom and

popularity of his government, 156. Prefents a bill for the

reform of the Calendar, 188.

Chrlfilern VI. King of Denmark, endeavovrs to revive the Unioa
of Calmar, ii. 1 36. Refufes the fubfidies of Great uritain, ibid.

Renews the alliance with Great Britain, 137. His death, ibid.

Clement XL Pope, dies—his character, i. 206.

Clement XII. Pope, his acceffion, i. 280. Fills the Papal chair

ten years, ibid.

Clive, Colonel, takes the city of Arcot, ii. 303. Captures, in

conjunction with .Admiral Watfon, the city of Calcutta, 308.

Defeats Sou Rajah Doula, 309. Takes Chandernagore
;

ibid.

His march to MourPnedabad, 311. Gains a complete victory

at Plafley, 312.

Cloifler-Seven, Convention of, ii. 267.

Coote, Colonel, defeats M. Lally at Wandewafh, ii. 315. Takes
the city of Pondichery, 317.

Cope, Sir John, defeated by the rebels at Prefton-Pans, ii. 90.

Cotton, Sir John Hynde, his defcription of a genuine Whig, i. 373.
C c 4 Accepts
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Accepts a place at Court, which he foon rcfigns, u. 142. His

oppofition to the fubfidizing fyftem, [94.

Coivper, Lord, removed from his office of Lord Chancellor, i. 69.

Re-inftated, 97. Oppofes the repeal of the Teft laws, 177,

and the Bill for banifhing the Bifhop of Rochefter, 216.

Crawford, Earl of, his extraordinary prefence of mind, ii. 97.

Cumberland, Duke of, wounded at Dettingen, ii. 65. Aflhmes

the command of the allied army againlt Marefchal Saxe, 73. De-
feated at Fontenoy, 87. Gains a complete victory over the re-

bels at Culloden, 94. Defeated by Marefchal Saxe, at LafFeldt,

99. His military character, 169. Appointed to the command
of the army of cbfervation in Germany, 265. Defeated at Ha-
ftenbeck by Marefchal D'Etrees, 266. His injudicious retreat to

Stade, 266. Obliged to capitulate with his whole army, ibid.

Refigna his employments, 26;.

D

Daun, Marefchal, defeats the King of Pruflia at Kolin, and relieves

Prague, ii. 323. Captures Schweidnitz, 325. Defeats the

Prufiians under the Prince of Bevern, and takes Breflau, ibid.

Defeated by the King of Pruflia at Lifla, 326. Relieves 01-

mutz, and purfues the King into Bohemia, 333. Defeats the

King at Hochkirchen, 334. Captures General Finck and his

whole army, 340. Defeated by the King at Torgau, 350.

Deriveniivater, Earl of, appears in arms againft the Government,
i. ic8. Surrenders himfelf prifoner, ibid. Beheaded on
Tower-hill, 112.

Devonshire, Duke of, appointed Firft Commiflioner of the Trea-
fury, ii. 257.

Dorfet, Duke of, his declaration to the Parliament of Ireland, ii.

204.

Dupleix, M. his abilities and ambition, ii. 301.

Egmont, Lord, his oppofition to German fubfidies, ii. 193.

Elizabeth, Emprefs of Ruffia, her acceflion, ii. 18. Orders the
march of 40,000 men to the Rhine, 102. Carries on a fuc-

cefsful war with the Swedes, 134. Her infidious and interefled

policy, 190. Concludes a fubfidy treaty with England, 229.

Enters



INDEX.
Enters into engagements with France, 230. Joins the confe-

deracy againil Pruffia, 321—324. Her death, 357.

Eugene, Prince, his interview with the Duke of Marlborough, i. 22.

Co-operates with the Englifh General in gaining the victories of

Schellenburg and Blenheim, 23. Gains a complete victory at

Turin, and relieves the city, 29. Lays fiege to Toulon, 46.

Joins the Duke of Marlborough in Flanders, 47. Commands
the army on the Rhine, 52. Arrives in England, 74. Repulf-

ed at Denain, and compelled to raife the liege of Landreci, 75.

Triumphs over the Ottomans, 143. Oppofes the Duke of Ber-

wick on the Rhine, 334.

Fazakerly, Mr. his fpeech againfl the extenfion of forfeitures for

high treafon, ii. 123.

Ferdinand, Prince, reaffembles the allied army at Stade, ii. 329.
Recovers Hanover, and compels the French to repafs the Rhine,

330. Defeats the French army at Crevelt, 331. Repulled by
Marefchal Broglio at Bergen, 336. Gains a complete victory at

Minden, 337, Defeats the French at Warbourg, 344. Defeats

the French at Grabenftein, 355. Takes the city of Caffel, 356.

Ferdinand II. King of Spain, his acceffion, ii. 165. Reflores to

the Englifh their commercial privileges, 186. Determined to

maintain his neutrality, 227. Offers his mediation to the Courts

of Verfailles and London, 228. His exceffive grief at the lofs

of the Queen, and death, 370, 371.

Finale, Marquifite of, belonging to Genoa, fraudulently ctizd to

the King of Sardinia, ii. 66.

Fleury, Cardinal, gains the reverfion of Lorraine for France, i. 337.
Offers the mediation of France to accommodate the differences

between Spain and England, ii. 14. His death, 72.

Fox, Right Honourable Henry, his character, ii. 180. Appoint-
ed Principal Secretary of State, 236. His fpirited reply to M.
Rouille, 241. His motion for the introduction of foreign

troops, 242. Refigns his office, 257. Appointed Paymafter
to the Forces, 262.

Francis I. Emperor of Germany, Duke of Lorraine, elected Em-
peror at Franclort, ii. 82.

Frederick V. King of Denmark, his acceflion, ii. 137. Lofe«
his Queen, daughter .to the King of England, 191.

Frederic!:, King of Sweden, Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, accedes

3 to
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to the crown on the refignation of hit Queen Ulrica, ii. 1 16.
Hispolitical fituation and deficient authority, 127—134. Forced
into a war with Ruflia, 134. Dies—the amount of his fubft-

dies from England, 191.

Frederick II. King of Pruffia, fuccecds to the crown on the demife
of his father, ii. 19. His unexpected invafion of Silefia, ibid.

Gains the battles of Molwitz and Czaflaw, 25. The entire

province of Silefia ceded to him by the treaty of Breflau, ibid.

Invades Bohemia, and concludes a treaty with the Emperor, 75.
Compelled to evacuate Bohemia with lofs, 77. Opens the cam-
paign in Sileiia, and defeats the Auflrians at Friedburg., 82.
and at Sohr, 83. and the Saxons at KefTeldorff, 84. Signs a
treaty of peace at Drefden, ibid. Oppofes the election of a

King of the Romans, 196. Signs a treaty of alliance with

the Kftig of Great Britain, 229. Enters the electorate of
Saxcry, and compels the whole Saxon army to capitulate, 320.
Fights an indeciir.e battle with the Auflrians at Lowofchutz,

321. Put under the ban of the Empire, 322. Gains a com-
plete victory over the Prince of Lorraine at Prague, ibid. De-
feated by Marefchal Daun at Kolin, 323. Gains a complete

victory over the French at Rofbach, 335. and over the Auflrians

at Liffa, ibid. Becomes extremely popular in England, 327,
Subfidy tieaty figned, 329. Compelled to raife the fiege of
Olmutz, 333. Defeats the Ruffians at Zorndorff, ibid. De-
feated by Marefchal Daun at Hochkirchen, 334. Relieves fix

cities befieged by the enemy, 335, 336. Defeated with great

lofs by the Ruffians at Cunerfdorff, 340. In imminent dan*

ger of being furrounded, 346. Defeats General Laudohn
at Lignitz, 347, Defeats Marefchal Daun at Torgau, 35©.
Concludes a feparate peace with Ruffia, 357. Captures the for-

trefs of Schweidnitz, 3^9. Concludes a peace with the Queen
of Hungary at Hubertfburg, 3150.

Frederick, Prince of Wales, arrives in England, i. 276. Married

to Augufta Princefs of Saxe-Gotha, 369. Motion in the

Houfe of Commons for fettling one hundred thoufand pounds

per annum on the Prince, 370. Divides in perfon againll the

Convention with Spain, ii. 12. His reply to the King's mef-

fage, 47. Again alienated from the Court, jyi. His death,

!/3-

G

Gages, Count de, fucceeds the Due de Montemar in the com-

mand of the Spanifh army in Italy, ii. 28. Defeated by M.
Traun, at Campo Santo, 29. His march acrofs the Appen-

nines,
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•nines, 32. Defeated by the Auftrians at San Lazaro, 34. aflat

Tortona, ibid. Retires to Provence, ibid.

Genoa, Republic of, treated with flagrant injuftice by the Courts

of Vienna and London, ii. 66, 67. Joins the confederacy againft.

the Queen of Hungary, 32. 69. City of Genoa taken by
the Auftrians, 34. Recovered by the heroic bravery of the

Genoefe, ibid.

George, Prince of Denmark, his death and character, 45.

George I. his acceflion and defcent, i. 87. State of parties, 88.

His p-edilec"tion for the Whigs and Diffenters, oc. Dilmiffes-

the Tory Ministers, 97. His remarkable proclamation for con-

vening a Parliament, oS. Purchafes of the King of Denmark
the Duchies of Bremen and Verden, 131. His alliance with

France, ibid. Cavifes the Swedifh ambaiTador to be arretted,

133. Quarrels with the Czar, 139. Joins in the quadruple

alliance, 144. Confeq-ient war with Spain, 148. Concludes

a treaty of alliance with bweden againft the Czar, 161. Sends

a fleet into the Baltic, 163. Reftrains the violent proceedings of

the Convocation, '7c. Recommends the limitation of the Peer-

age, in a fpeech from the thron:, 187. and the repeal of the

Teft Laws to the Parliament of Ireland, 180. Concludes a

treaty of peace wi'h ^pa ; i, 20S. Informs the Parliament of

a dangerous eonfoiracv, 211. Declines to mediate between
Sp'in and the Emperor, 232. Treaty of Hanover, 233. Sends

a fleet into the Baltic, 244. to the Mediterranean, 247. to the

Welt Indies, ibid. Revives the Order of Knights of the

Bath, 249. His letter to the King of Spain, 25 3 j Orders
the Imperial ambaiTador to depart the kingdom, 2159. Prepara-

tions for war, ibid. Articles of accommodation figned at Aix-
la-Chapelle, 262. Trie King's death and character, 263.

George II. his uCceffion, 267. Concludes a treaty with Spain at

Seville, 280. His angry mention of Incendiaries, 288. His
remarkable fpeech from the throne, ibid. Concludes a treaty

of peace with the Emperor, 299. Guarantees the Pragmatic
Sandtio.;, ibid. Receives the inveftr.ures of Bremen and Ver-
den, 324. Extraoidinary meiTage to the Houfe of Commons,
345. Sends a fleet to the Tagus ior the protection of Portu-
gal, 361. Declares war againit Spain, ii. 15. and France, 71.
Signs a treaty of neutrality for Hanover, 22. Takes the field

in petfon, 03. His fortunate efcape at Dettingen, 64. Con-
cludes a treaty at Worms with the King of Sardinia, 66. His,

perfonal facrifices for the public advantage, 16;. Signs a ge-
neral treaty of peace at Aix-la-Chapelle, 168. Sends hoftages

to France, 171. Concludes fubfidy-trcaties with the Electors

of Merit?, Bavaria, Saxony, Cologne, and the Elector Pala-

tine.
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tint, 192. and with the Landgrave of Hefle-CafTel, 228. and

Ruffia, 229. Declares war againfi: France, 256. Concludes a

fubfidy treaty with Pruflia, 329. His fpirited memorial to the

Diet of the Empire, 366- His death and character, and re-

view of his reign, 376.

Georgia, Colony of, fettled, i. 325.

Goertz, Baron, his machinations againft. England, i. 133. Arrett-

ed by order of the States-General, ibid. Vindicates his con-

duct, and isfet at liberty, 134. His death, 140.

Godolphin, Earl of, created Lord High Treafurer, i. 10. Con-
nects himfelf with the Whigs, 13. His exertions to accom-
plifh the treaty of Union, 34. 42. Scurriloufly attacked by
Dr. Sacheverel, under the name of Volpone, 61. Removed

" from his office, 69. Unjufl vote of cenfure pafTed on him, 70.

Goree, ifland of, reduced by Commodore Keppel, ii. 282.

Guadaloupe, ifland of, conquered by the Englilh, ii. 283.

H

Halifax, Earl of, impeached by the Commons, i. 5. Made Firft

Lord Commiffioner of the Treafury, 97. His death and cha-

racter, 168.

Halifax, Earl of, his fpeech againft the Hanoverian mercenaries,

ii. 1 14. Town of Halifax founded under his patronage, 182.

Hanover, treaty of, i. 233.

Harcourt, Lord, fucceeds Lord Cowper as Lord Chancellor, i. 69.

Removed, 97. His propofition refpedting the Earl of Oxford,

*73-

Harcourt, Earl of, refigns his office as Governor of the Prince of

Wales, ii. 176.

Hardivich, Earl of, created Lord High Chancellor, i. 249. Re-
moved from his office, ii. 262.

Haivke, Admiral, defeats a French fquadron commanded by M.
Le Tendeur, ii. 165. Superfedes Admiral Byng in the Medi-

terranean, 249. Makes an unfuccefsful attack on Rochefort,

263. Defeats the French fleet off Breft, 287.

Ilaivley, General, defeated by the rebels at Falkirk, ii. 93.

Henley, Sir Rubert^ppointed Lord Keeper of the Great Seal,

ii. 262. jlr*'

Herring, Archbiftiop of Canterbury, his character, i. 381. Flis

candor and 'cathohc ifm, ii- 167. 383,
Heritable
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Heritable Jurifdiilions, in Scotland, aboliihed, ii. 164.

Hindojlan, the country and its inhabitants dcfcribed, ii. 2$ 7.

Hoadley, Bifhop, his famous fermon, i. 174. His fpeech againft;

the Teft Laws, 179.

Hofter, Admiral, his difaftrous expedition to the Weft Indies, 1.

247.

Holt, Lord Chief Juflice, his fpirited and upright conduct in op-

pofition to the Houfe of Commons, i. 14.

Howe, Lord, his unfortunate death and amiable character, ii. 269.

Hungary, Queen of, fucceeds to the hereditary dominions of the

Houfe of Auftria, ii. 18. Her dittrefles, 24. Receives im-

menfe fubfidies from England, 44, 56, i6r, 163, &c. Forms
an alliance with France, 230. Recals her ambaffador from

England, 363.

Ireland, Aft declaratory of its dependence on England pafTed, i.

188.

Jehyl, Sir Jofeph, his fpeech at the trial of Sacheverel, i. 65.
He oppofes the fyftem of fubfidies, 273.

Jenkins, his inhuman treatment by the Captain of a Spanifli

guarda-cofta, ii. 3.

jfuan V. King of Portugal, his difference with the Court of
Spain, i. 360. His death and character, ii. 187.

John/on, Sir William, defeats a body of French troops, ii. 223.
Gains a fecond victory, and becomes matter of Niagara, 274.

K

Kennet, Bifhop of Peterborough, his fpeech againft the Teft Laws,
i. 179. Declaration againft the bill for fupprefling herefy,

204.

Khevenhulkr, Field-Marefchal, his military character and achieve-
ments, ii. 24.

King, Sir Peter, one of the managers at the trial of Sacheverel, i.

63. Created Lord King, and Lord High Chancellor, 248.

Lally,
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Lally, M. takes Fort St. David's, it. 3^. Compelled to raJfe"

the fiege of Tanjore, ibid. Captures the city of Arcot, ibid.

Ineffectually befieges the city of Madrafs, ibid. Defeated by
Colonel Coote at Wandowafh, 315. Surrenders Pondichery,

3*7-

Lanfdowne, Lord, committed to the Tower, i- 107. Hisfpeech
againft the bill for repealing the Teft Laws, i8r.

Laudohn, Marefchal, decides the victory of CunerfdorfF, ii. 341

.

Defeats General Fouquet, and takes Glatz, 346. Lays Breflau

in aflies by a bombardment, ibid. Defeated by the King of

Pruffia at Lignitz, 347. Captures Schweidnitz by a coup-de-

maini 354.

Lawrence, General, his operations in India, ii- 303.

Legge, Right Hon. Henry Bilfon, appointed Chancellor of the

Exchequer, ii. 202. Difmiffed from his office, 235- Reinftated,

257. A fecond time difmifTed, 260. and again reinftated, 261.

Lejloch, Admiral, his mifcondutt off Toulon, ii. 139. His mif-

.carriage at Port l'Orient, 162.

Leopold, Emperor, dies, i. 27.

Lijbon, city of, deftroyed by an earthquake, ii. 239.

Loudon, Earl of, aftembles the loyal Clans in Scotland, ii. 91- Ap-
pointed to the chief command in America, 224- His dilatori-

nefs and inactivity, ibid. His unfuccefsful expedition againft

Louifburg, 22^. Superfeded in the command by General

Abercrombie, 267.

Louis XIV. his advances for peace rejected, i- 59- Death and

character, 128.

Lutivyche, Mr. his excellent fpeech againft the Roman-Catholic

bill, i. 221.

M

Macclesfield, Earl of, fucceeds Lord Cowper as Lord Chancellory

i. 248. Impeached and convidted of mifdemeanors in office,

ibid.

Madrafs, city of, taken by the French, ii. 163. Reftored by

the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 170-

Mahmout V- Emperor of the Turks, his unexpected elevation to

the
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the throne, i. 280. Attempts to mediate a peace in Chriflen-

dom, ii. 80.

Mansfield, Earl of, his character, ii. 177.

Mathews, Admiral, compels the King of Naples to fign a treaty

of neutrality, ii. 28. Supports the Corfieans, 137. Threatens

the bombardment of Civita Vecchia, 138. Engages the com-
bined fleets off Toulon, ibid. His trial and unjull fentence,

140.

Mar, Earl of, proclaims the Pretender in Scotland, i. 107. Ef-

capes to the Continent, no. Makes application in vain for

pardon, 146.

Marlborough, Duke of, made Captain-General of the forces of

Great Britain, i. 10. and Ambaffador-Extraordinary to the

States-General, ibid. Captures the cities of Venlo, Ruremond,
Stevenfwart, and Liege, n. Takes the city of Bonne, 12.

His march to the Danube, 22. Viilory of Schellenburg, 23.

and of Blenheim, ibid. His march to the Mofelle, and re-

treat, 26. Attacks Marefchal Villeroy, and forces the Fiench

lines, 27. Victory at Ramilies, and conqueft of the Spanifh

Netherlands, 28. Battle of Oudenard, and capture of Liflc,

48. and of Tournay, 49. Battle of Malplaquet, and capture

of Mons, 50. Towns of Douay, St. Venant, &c. taken,

ibid. Appears for the latt time at the head of the grand army,

52. Penetrates the French lines at Arleux, 53. Takes Bou-
chaine, 54. Divefted of his civil and military employments,

ibid. Inquiry inttituted by the Houfe of Commons into hh
conduct, 71. Cenfured, ibid. Profecuted, ibid. Reinitiated in

his offices, and command of the army, by King George, 97
His death and character, 198.

Mecklenburg, affairs of, 162.

Meer-Jaffier-Ali-Khan, his confpiracy againfl Surajah Doula, ii.

310. His advancement to the Mufnud, 312.

% Method'ifm, rife of, i. 363.

Methuen, Sir Paul, appointed Secretary State, but regfins in

difgufl, i. 136. Oppofes the excife bill, 330.

Militia bill, ii. 361.
Minorca, ifland of, invaded and captured by the French, ii. 250.

Molefworth, Lord, his fpeech againfl the alliance with Sweden, i.

206. His memorable obfervation repeated, 289.

Monckton, Colonel, his fuccefsful exertions in Nova Scotia, ii.

227. Gallantry at Quebec, 279.

Montcalm, Monfieur de, makes himfelf mafler of Ofwego, ii. 225.
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of Fort William-Henry, 226. Repulfes the Engli/h at Mont-
morenci, 275. Defeated and flain at the battle of Quebec, 279.

Mordaunt, Sir John, his unfortunate expedition to Rochefort, ii.

263. His trial and unexpected acquittal, 265.

Murray, General, appointed to the Government of Quebec, 280.

His gallant defence of that city, ibid. He co-operates with

General Amherft. in the reduction of Montreal, 281

N

Ketvcajlle, Duke of, Secretary of State, his character, i. 26?.

His impenetrable fecrely, 383. Refigns and is reinftated, ii.

160. Prefents a regency bill to Parliament, 188. His diflike

to " new-fangled things," ibid- Advanced to the office of
Firll Commiflioner of the Treafury, 202. His incapacity for

government, ibid. Permits the barbarous execution of Dr.
Cameron, Z03. His weak and haughty treatment of the Par-

liament of Ireland, ibid. His empty and artificial profeffions,

237. His political portrait, 239- His eager vindication of

his own indiscretion and mifconduct, 252. Refigns, 257. Re-
inftated in confequence of a coalition of parties, 26 1.

Nottingham, Earl of, oppofes the Peace of Utrecht, i. 72. Re-
vives the occalional conformity bill, 73. Conflituted Prefident

of the Council, 97. Refigns, and oppofes the feptennial bill,

Il6- Defends the doctrine of the Trinity againll Profeffor

Whifton, 201 . Brings in a bill for the fuppreffion of herefy and

blafphemy, 202. Ridiculed by Swift, 205.

Cccafwnal Conformity Bill pafied by the Commons, and rejected by
the Lords, i. \z. Again palled and rejected, 13. Paffes int</

a law, 73. Repealed, 183.

Onflow, Arthur, Efq. chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Commons,
i. 273. His animated addrefs to the King, ii. 243.

Orange, Prince of, marries the Princefs- Royal of England, »; 3 5^-

His character, ibid. Declared Hereditary Stadtholder, »i. 98-

His death, 192.

Orleans, Duke of, appointed Regent of France, i- 130- Enters

into an alliance with the King of England, 131. Dies—his

character, 230.

OrmonJt
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Ormond, Duke of, fails in his attempt on Cadiz, but takes Vigo,

i. n. Succeeds the Duke of Marlborough in the command
of the army, 70. Co-operates with Prince Eugene, in the

fiege of Quefnoy, 75. Proclaims an armiftice with France,

ibid. Departs for England, ibid. Impeached of high trea-

fon, 101. Withdraws to the Continent, 102. Enters into

the fervice of the Pretender, 103. Appointed to the com-
mand of an armament for the invaiion of Great Britain, 158.

Oxford, Robert Harley, Earl of, difmiffed from his office of Se-

cretary of State, i, 58. Appointed Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, 69. and Lord High Treafurer, 71. His character, 78.

Removed from his office, 83. Impeached of high treafon,

1 01. His defence and commitment, 104. His acquittal, 173.

Palms, M. his infolent memorial, i. 255. Ordered to depart the

kingdom, 259.

Peerage Bill introduced, i. 185. and rejected, 186.

Pelham, Right Hon. Henry, Secretary at War, his character,

i. 268. Appointed Firit Commiffioner of the Treafwry, and
Chancellor of the Exchequer, ii. 141. Reduces the intereft

of the public funds, 1S3. Patronizes the Jew-naturalization
bill, 199. which is repealed, 200. His death, ibid. Review
of his administration, ibid.

Peter the Great, his refentment againft the King of England, i.

139. 163. His death and character, 242.

Peter II. Emperor of Ruffia, his acceffion and death, i. 2 So.

Peter III. Emperor of Ruffia, his depofition and death, ii. 357,
358.

Peterborough, Earl. of, conquers the kingdom of Valencia, i. 30.
Refigns his commiffion in anger, 31. Oppofes the bill for reli-

gious perfecution, 204.

Philip V. King of Spain, refigns and refumes his crown, i. 227,
228. His death, ii. 165.

Philip, Infant of Spain, enters Savoy, and takes Chamberri, ii.

28. Parma and Placentia ceded to him, 169.

Pitt, Right Hon. William, his fpeech in fupport of the motion
of inquiry into the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, i. 51.
His fpeech in fupport of the motion for difciiarging the Hano-
verian mercenaries, 108. Appointed Payraaftcr of the Forces,
Vou II. D d 141,
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141. His political character, 178. His obfervations on the
Mutiny Bill, 181. On the right of fearch, 186. Vehement-
ly oppofes a war on the Continent, and is difmifTed from his

office, 234. Appointed Secretary of State, 257. Delivers

a royal meffage, which he does not fupport, 258. A fecond

time difmified, 260. and again rcinftated, 261. His vigorous

exertions, 263. Engages with ardor in the German war,

326. His reaions, ibid.

Porteous, Captain, his remarkable execution, i. 365.

Pragmatic Sanation, edict fo called, i. 231.

Pulteney, Right Hon. William, refigns his office as Secretary at

War, i. 136. Openly declares againft the political fyftem of

the Court, ibid. Oppofes the alienation of the Sinking Fund,
260. Inveighs againft grants for fecret fervice, 275. Expofes

the inconfiftent politics of the Court, 312. His name {truck

out of the lift of Privy Counfellors, 319. His retrofpective

view of the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, ii. 39. Created

Earl of Bath, and lofes the public confidence, 48. Oppofeg

the repeal of the Septennial Act, 50.

Quadruple alliance concluded, i. 144.

Quakers, act palled in their favour, i. 209.

Qualification-atl, of Queen Anne, remarks upon it, ii. 372:

Quebec, city of, furrenders to the Englifh, ii. 279.

R

Raymond, Sir Robert, his fpeech againft the Septennial Bill, i.

123.

Riot ad. pafied, i. 168.

Ripperda, Duke of, his character and political projects, i. 239.

Robinfon, Sir Thomas, appointed Secretary of State, ii- 202.
Delivers a meffage from the King, 219. Refigns his office,

236.

Rodney, Admiral Sir George, bombards the town of Havre-de-
Grace, ii. 285.

Roofo,
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&'oolc, Admiral Sir George, captures the Spanifh flota in the

port of Vigo, i. II. Surprizes the fortrefs of Gibraltar, 26.

Sacbeverel, Dr. his impeachment and its confequences, 60. 68.

Sandys, Mr. revives the Place Bill, i. 344. His motion for the

removal of Sir Robert Walpole, ii. 39. Appointed Chancellor

of the Exchequer, 48. Oppofes the repeal of the Septennial

Ac~t, 50. Oppofes the Place Bill, 61. Refigns his office,

and is created a Peer, 141

.

Sardinia, ifland of, conquered by Admiral Sir John Leake, i. 49.
Ceded to the Emperor by the treaty of Al-Raftadt, 77. Con-
quered by Spain, 1 43. Re-conquered by the Imperialifls and
Englifh, 153. Transferred to the Houfe of Savoy in exchange
for Sicily, 145. 160.

Saxe, Marefchal, appointed commander in chief of the French
army in Flanders, ii. 73. Captures Menin, Ypres, and Fur-
res, ibid. Invefts Tournay, 87. Defeats the allies at Fonte-

noy, and reduces the greater part of Flanders, 88. Captures

Antwerp and Mons, &c. 96. Defeats the allies at Roucoux, 96.
Invades Dutch Flanders, 98. Defeats the allies at Laffeldt,

99. Detaches Count Lowendahl, who takes Bergen-op-Zoom,
1 01. Invefts the city of Maeftricht, 102.

Scarborough, Earl of, oppofes a dangerous motion of the Duke
of Marlborough, i. 343. His character, ibid.

Seaton, Mr. of Pitmeden, his fpeech in favour of the Union, i.

38-

Security, aft of, paffed by the Scottifh Parliament, i. 33.

Senegal, fettlement of, reduced by Commodore Marfh, ii. 282.

Septennial act paffed, i. 1 16. Attempt to repeal it, 338.

Seville, treaty of, i. 280.

Sherlock, Bifhop of Bangor, his remarkable declaration refpecting

regal influence, i. 297.

Shippcn, William, his fpeech agaiiift the Septennial Bill, i. irg.

Againft (landing armies, 151. Committed to the Tower, 154.

His unbroken fpirit, 156. Oppofes the increafe of the Civil

Lift, revenue, 271. Oppofes the farther continuance of the

itanding army, 327 • His fpeech againft unlimited votes of

D d 2 credit,



INDEX.
credit, 346. His opposition to continental fubfidies and con-
nections, ii. 44, 45.

Slefnvich, Duchy of, guaranteed by Hanover to Denmark, i. 131.

by Great Britain, 161. by the Emperor and Ruffia, with re-

markable attendant circumflances, 306.

South Sea bill introduced and paffed, i. 190. Its fatal confe-

quences, 192.

Sn-rajah-Doida, his character and barbarous conducl:, ii. 305. His
defeat and death, 313.

Stair, Earl of, appointed ambaffador to France, i. 131. Recall-

ed, 189. His fpirited vindication of his conduft, 190. Ap-
pointed Generaliffimo of the continental army, ii. 58. Gains
the battle of Dettingen, 6$. Refigns, 70. His character,

ibid. Reinflated in his offices, 91.

Staniflaus, King of Poland, befieged in Dantzic, i. 333.

Stanhope, General, conquers the ifland of Minorca, i. 49. Routs
the Spaaifh cavalry at Almanara, 51. Surrounded and com-
pelled to capitulate at Brilmega, 52. Appointed Manager at

the impeachment of Sacheverel, 63. Advanced to the poll

of Secretary of State, 97. Impeaches the Duke of Or-
mond of high treafon, ioi. Delivers a remarkable meffage

from the King, '34. Made Firft Lord of the Treafury, which
he foon refigns, and is created an Earl, 172. Introduces a bill

for the repeal of the occasional conformity, teft, and fchifm adis,

176. Another for the limitation of the peerage, 18b. His

death, 195.

SteinhorJI, Lordfhip of, difference between Denmark and Hano-
ver refpedling it, i. 382.

Strafford, Earl of, demands of the States the performance of
their guarantee, i. 85. His impeachment, 101.

Sunderland, Earl of, removed from his office of Secretary of State,

i. 69. Appointed to the Government of Ireland, 97. Suc-

ceeds Mr. Methuen as Secretary of State, 172. Appointed
Firft Lord of the Treafury, ibid. Compelled to a precipitate

and difgraceful refignation, 193. His death and character,

198.

Swift, Dean of St. Patrick, his infolence, i. 278. His declara*

tion concerning annual parliaments, ii. 152.

Sydenham, Mr. his fpeech in fupport of the motion for reftoring

iinnual parliaments, ii. 148.

* Tallot,
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*Talhot> Lord, appointed Lord High Chancellor, i. 249. His
death and character, ibid.

Tallard, Marefchal, defeated and taken prifoner at Blenheim, L
25.

Toivti/hend, Vifcount, made Secretary of State, i. 97. Appoint-

ed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but difmiffed from his office,

136. Appointed a fecond time Secretary of State, 195. His
character, 267-

Traun, Marefchal, gains the battle of Campo Santo, ii. 29. His
able conduct in Alface, 74. and Bohemia, 77.

U

UnigemtuSf bull fo called, its origin and confequences, ii. 207.

V

Vendome, Due de, oppofes with reputation the Duke of Marl-
borough in Flanders, i. 46. Defeated at Oudenarde, 48. Ap-
pointed to the chief command in Spain, and recovers Catalonia

and Arragon, 52.

Vernon, Admiral, takes Porto Bello with fix fhips only, ii. 16.

Fails in his attempt on Carthagena, 17.

Viclor Amadeus, King of Sardinia, exchanges Sicily for Sardinia,

i. 147. Refigns his crown, 280. He attempts in vain to re-

J fume it, 325.

Villars, Marefchal, defeated at Malplaquet, i. 50. His lines pe-

netrated by the allied army, 154. Defeats the allies at Denain,

75. Takes Marchiennes, Douay, &e. ibid. Affumes the

command of the army in Lombardy, 335. Expels the Impe-
rialifts from the Milanefe, ibid. Dies, ibid.

Vilkroy, Marefchal, defeated at Ramilies, i. 28.

W
Wale, Archbifliop of Canterbury, his declaration at the trial of

Sacheverel, i. 65. His oppolition to the repeal of the Teft

laws,
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laws, &<n 177. Moves for the commitment of the bill againit

herefy, 202. His death and character, 381.

Walpohy Sir Robert, appointed Manager at the trial of Sache-

verel, i- 63. Chofen Chairman of the Secret Committee, 100.

Impeaches Lord Bolingbroke of hightreafon, ibid. Succeeds1

the Earl of Hallifax as Firft Commiflioner of the Treafury,

but refigns in difguft, 134. 168. Declaims againft {landing

armies, 151. againft the continental politics of the Court, 156.
Frames the project of the linking fund, 168. Oppofes the

bill for limiting the Peerage, 186. Declares againft the South
Sea bill, 192. Reinftated in his office, 195. Moves for a
fubfidy to Sweden, 206. Difclofes to the Houfe of Commons
the particulars of a confpiracy againft the Government, 212.

Introduces a penal bill againft the Roman Catholics, 220.

His favor with the new King, 267. Propofes an addi-

tion to the civil lift, 271. Prefents a bill to Parliament

againft foreign loans, 268. His extraordinary defence of
the meafures recommended from the throne, 293. His po-

.

litical character delineated, 320, 321. His bill for the revival

of the fait duties, 323. His direct alienation of the finking

fund, 328. His excife bill, 329. Oppofes, with Angular fa-

gacity, the dangerous motion of Lord Morpeth, 340. Deli-

vers a meflage from the King, requiring an extraordinary vote

of credit, 345. Oppofes the repeal of the Teft, 362. His
motives, ibid. His reluctance to enter into a war with Spain,

ii. 3. His mafterly vindication of the Convention figned at the

Pardo, 6. Acts with vigor on the commencement of the war,

15. His fpirited reply to the motion for his removal from of-

fice, 42. Is left in a minority in the new Parliament, and in

danger of impeachment, 46. Refigns his office, and is created

Earl of Orford, 47. Parliamentary inquiry into his conduct,

50. Review of his adminiftration, 53. His death, 158.

Walpole, Horace, his fpeech in defence of the treaty of Hano-
ver, i. 234. Defends the treaty of Vienna, 314. His lingu-

lar alTertion refpecting the aimy, 327. His fpeech in defence

of votes of credit, 351. Moves for a fubfidy to Denmark,
358. Known under the appellation of Balance-mafter, ibid.

Wa/hington, Major, his fpirited meflage to the French governor
on the Ohio, ii. 215. Defends with vigor a poft on the Ohio,
218.

Waifon > Admiral, his naval operations, death and character, ii.

308—316.

Wharton, Duke of, his malicious reflection on Lord Stanhope,

194. Oppofes the herefy bill, 202. Death and character, 203.

William,



INDEX.
William, King, concludes with France the firft and fecon treaties

of partition, i. 3, 4. Revives the grand alliance, 6- Sum-
mons a parliament, ibid. His fpeech, ibid. His death and

character, 8.

Wolfe, Genera!, difKn» uifhes himfelf at the fiege of Louifburg, ii.

271. Commands \\a expedition againft: Quebec, 274. Lands
his forces on the Ifle oi Orleans, ibid. Attacks the enemy at

the falls of Montmorenci, and is repulfed, 27 -. His apparent-

ly infurmountable embarraffments, 76. His daring and fuc-

cefsful attempt to gain the heights of Abraham, 277. Forces

M. de Montcalm to a general engagement 278. His heroic death

in the moment of victory, ibid.

Worms, treaty of, 66. Its abominable injustice, ibid.

Wyndham, Sir William, reprimanded by the Speaker, 99. Com-
mitted to the Tower, 107. His observations on the ftate of af-

fairs, 251. He oppofes the alienation of the finking fund, 32$.

His memorable fpeech on the motion for repealing the feptennial

aft, 338. His remarks on the Convention of Madrid, ii. 11.

His death and character, 12.
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