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Advertisement,

Th e Life of Dr. Watts is compiled

from the accounts of him and his writ-

ings publifhed by Jennings Gibbo?is^

John/on^ and Palmer ; and from manu-
script Letters in the poffeffion of the

Hiftorica! Society in Bofiori.

An Appendix is added, containing

feveral of Dr. Watts' s Eflays in verfe and
profe, which have not before been print-

ed in America. And

An authentic account of his laft &n~
timents on the dodlrine of the Trinity*

by Samuel F}aimer

\

The Life of Dr. Doddridge is writ-

ten by Dr. Andrew Kippis*
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MEMOIRS

Life, Character, and Writings

Dr. ISAAC WA T <T S<

1 h e life of Dr. Watts is more Inftrudtive

from the brightnefs of his example than enter-

taining from any variety of incidents. This de-

fee! is partly owing to the nature of his employ-
ment ; partly to a long continued infirmity of

body, which obliged him to live retired from the

world, and partly to a refolution which he had
taken not to leave behind him any memorials

from which a narrative of his life might be com-
piled. It was his choice that his character might

A 3 appear



6 Memoirs of Dr. Watts,

appear from his printed works, and not from any

private papers. His friends, to whom he com-
mitted the care of publishing his books, were ex-

prefsly prohibited from making a collection of

his letters, which might eafily have been done

foon after his death.* The materials from which
any account of his life can he compofed are there-

fore few ; they exhibit a vigorous mind in a weak
body -, a character amiable and worthy of imita-

tion.

He was born at -Southampton on the 17th of

July, 1674, and was the eldeft of nine children.

His father Isaac Watts, was a man of con-

fiderable learning, and was keeper of a boarding

fchool. His parents were eminent for religion
?

and were fufrerers for confeience fake in the per-

fection raifed again!! the nonconforming by

Charles II.

The uncommon genius of their fon appeared

early. He began to learn Latin at four years

old ; and made a fwift progrefs in that and the

Greek language, under the care of Mr. Pin-
horne, a clergyman of the eilablifried church,

and mafter of the free fchool at Southampton, to

whom the gratitude of his fcholar afterward in-

fcribed

* Tlie propriety of this prohibition is evidenced by a collection of his

Itttirs publifbed in 177^, with other pofthumous works ; which, in the

opinion of the Monthly Reviewers, *' ought rather to have been committed
to the flames than fent to the prefs."

Many of them related to a conuoverfy between him and Mr. Tkokas
Bradbury, a dhTenting minilier in London. Bradbury was a man of
wit and fpleen. In his merry moments he would laugh at fome of
Watts's hymns ; and in his fplenetic and zealous liours would abufe his

principles and call in queftion his orthodoxy. Watts acknowledged the

fprightiinefs of his antagonift, but thought his wit vain and licentious,

and called in queftion his veracity. It was a mere perfonal quarrel of nc
coniequen.ee to the public. M:.n. Review, 1775. p. 4.31.
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fcribed a Latin ode. It was written at the age

of twenty, and is inferted among his Lyric Po-
ems.

He was foon taken notice of for the fpright-

linefs of his wit, as well as for his proficiency in

his ftudies, and a fubfcription wT

as propofed for

his education at one of the univerfities. But his

inclination to take his lot with the difienters

made him decline this offer 5 and in the year

1690, at the age of fixteen, he was fent to Lon-
don for academical education, under the care of
the Rev. Thomas Rowe, to whomalfo, he has

infcribed an ode among his Lyric verfes. Some
Latin efTays, mppofed to have been written as ex-

ercifes at this academy, (how a degree of know-
ledge both philofophical and theological, to

which very few perfons attain by a much longer

cou rfe of ftudy.

He was, as he hints in his mifcellanies, a

maker of verfes from the age of fifteen to fifty,

and in his youth he gave attention to Latin po-
etry. His verfes to his brother in the glyconic

meafure, written at feventeen, are remarkably

eafy and elegant. Some of his other odes are

deformed by the Pindaric folly then prevailing,

and are written with fuch negligence of all me-
trical rules as is without example among the an-

cients -, but his diction, though not always ex-

actly pure, has fuch copioufnefs and fplendor as

{hows that he was not far from excellence.

His method of iludy was fometimes to imprefs

the contents of books upon his memory by
abridging them ; at other times to write remarks

:.n the margin and blank leaves j to (late his ob-

A 4 je&ions



8 Memoirs of Dr. Watts.

jeclions to what he thought exceptionable ; to

illuftrate and confirm what appeared juft, and to

infert his opinion of the whole performance.

This method he has recommended to fludents

in his book of the Improvement of the Mind.
Having an early impreffion of the truth and

importance of religion on his mind, he was

guarded againfl the follies of youth ; his conduct

whilft at the academy, was not only fo inoffen-

five that his tutor declared he never once had oc-

cafion to reprove him ; but it was fo exemplary

as to be frequently propofed to the other frudents

for their imitation. Among thefe were John
Hughes, the poet, Dr. Josiah Hort, after-

wards archbimop of Tuam in Ireland, to whom
one of his Lyric pieces is infcribed, and Samuel
Say, a diffenting clergyman of Weftminfter,

whole poems were published by Dun combe.
In his nineteenth year (1693) he joined in com-

munion with the church, of which his tutor was

the worthy paftor. The next year, having fin-

ifhed his academical courfe, he returned to his

father's houfe at Southampton ; where he fpent

two years more in fludy and devotion, preparato-

ry to his entering on the work of the gofpel min-
i'ftry, to which he was determined to devote his

life ; and of the importance of which he had a

deep fenfe on his mind. His father treated him
with the greater! tendernefs, and had the plea-

fare of living to fee him eminent for literatures

and venerable for piety and ufefulnefs.

In 1696 he was invited by the learned and pi-

ous Sir John Hartopp to refide in his •family

r.s a tutor to his fon. Here he continued four

years a
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years, and his behaviour was Co engaging as to

win the affections of the family, and lay a found-

ation for that intimate friendmip which fubfifted

between him and his pupil to the day of his death.

To this gentleman he dedicated two of his Lyric

odes, in one of which he recommends early rifmg y

as a neceffary means of diligence and ufefulnefs.*

Whilft he affiled the ftudies of his pupil he

did not neglect his own -

y but bendes thofe

branches of fcience in which he inftructed him,

he diligently ftudied the fcriptures in the origin-

al languages, and the befl commentators ancient

and modern.

He began to preach on the day which com-
pleted the twenty-fourth year of his age (1698)
and in the fame year he was chofen afiiftant to

Dr. Isaac Chauncy,-|- then paflor of the dif-

fenting church in Berryflreet, London. His
public labors met with general acceptance ; but

were foon after, interrupted by a threatening ill—

nefs of iive months continuance, which was
brought on him by his clofe application to ftudy,

and his fervor in preaching. This however did

not difcourage him from returning to his work
as foon as his health was reftored.

In January 1701, he received a Call from that

church to fucceed Dr. Chauncy in the paftoral

office,

• " Live my dear Hartopp, live to day,

Nor let the fun look down and lay

Ingloricus here he lies
;

Shake off your eafe and fend your name
To immortality sr.d lame
By eiSry hour ihat flies."

f He was fon oFChari.es Chauncy, Prefident of Harvard College

in N-j'v-Eng'and, where he received his education, and grandfather oi the

ia,;e Dr. Qharles Chauncy, paftor of the firft church ic Bcftom
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office, of which he fignifled his acceptance or*

the day that King William died. This cir-

cumflance is particularly noted by Dr. Jen-
nings as an act of chriflian heroifm, becaufe of

the difcouraging profpecr. which that event gave

to men of his profeflion, and the fears with

which it filled the hearts of proteftant diflenters

at that time, when toleration was fo infecurely

eftablimed that the exigence of it depended on
mere cafualty. But he had " fet his hand to the

plough, and would not look back." Accord-

ingly he was ordained on the 1 8 th of March^

1702.
The joy of his church in their happy fettle-

ment was foon clouded by a fecond fevere illnefs

which laid him by for fometime, and from which

he recovered by flow degrees. This made it ne-

ceflary for his church to provide an amflant, and

Mr Samuel Price * was chofen to that fervice

in July 1703.
Though relieved in part of his public labours*

his health remained very fluctuating and uncer-

tain for feveral years ; but as it returned he re-

newed his diligence in fulfilling his miniftry.

His congregation was edified by his public dif-

eourfes, and by his entertaining and profitable

converfation in his private vifits. This was a

feafon of the befr. health which he ever enjoyed,

and during this time he formed a private foicety

of the younger perfons in his congregation, to

which he delivered the fubfrance of that excellent

book which he afterward publifhed under the

title of M A Guide to Prayer."

That
* Uncle to the late Dr. Richard Price, of Hackney.
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That the utmoft harmony and affection fub-

fiited between him and his congregation appears

from his own words in the dedication of the firil

volume of his fermons to them. " I can pro-

nounce it, with the greateft. fincerity, that there

is no place, nor company, nor employment, on
this fide heaven, which can give me fitch a re~

lifh of delight, as when I ftand miniftring holy

things in the midft of you." '< Your forward

kindnefs hath always forbidden my requefts, nor

do I remember that you ever gave me leave to

alfc any think for myfelf at your hands, by your
conftant anticipation of all that I could reafona-

bly defire."

In the pulpit, though his low ftature, which
very little exceeded five feet, gave him no advan-

tage of appearance, yet the gravity and propriety

of his utterance rendered his difcourfes folemn
and affecting. Dr. Johnson has faid that he
once mentioned the reputation which " modefl
Foster" had gained by his proper delivery, to

his friend Hawkesworth, who told him that

in the art of pronunciation he was far inferior to

Dr. Watts. Mr. Palmer, -in his notes on
johnfon, queftions the juflice of this affertion.

Such was his flow of thought, and fuch the

promptitude of his language, that in his advan-

ced flage of life, he did not pre-compofe his

common fermons ; but having adjuiled the

heads, and fetched out fome particulars, he
truiled for the reft to his extemporaneous pow-
ers.

He did not endeavour to afiift his eloquence

by any gesticulations ; for as no corporeal actio!:;

have
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have any correfpondence with theological truth,

he did not fee how it could be enforced by them.

At the conclufion of weighty fentences, both
in preaching and prayer, he gave time, by a fhort

paufe, for the proper imprefhon. His prayers

were direct addreffes to the Deity, not in florid

expreffions or in long and involved fentences,

but in eafy language and fhort periods. They
comprehended every proper fubjec~t, yet with

fuch brevity and pertinency of expremon, that,

at the conclufion, it was difficult to conceive

what more or lefs could have been faid on each

fubjecl.

He often preffed on his hearers the duties of

fobriety, juftice, and charity ; but the inward

and fpiritual parts of religion, and the fecret com-
munion between God and the foul, took up a

much larger (hare of his difcourfes. He aimed
to refcue thefe exercifes from the charge of en-

thufiafm, and to place them in fuch a light as

might mow their perfect eonfiflency with reafon

and common fenfe.

Though exempt in almofl every {enfe of the

term from mental infirmity, he was the contin-

ual victim of bodily weaknefs ; his beibfchemes
and mod: favourite exercifes being perpetually in-

terrupted by it. In the month of September,

171 2, he was feized with a violent fever which
fhook his conflitution exceedingly, and termina-

ted in jfuch a weaknefs of the nerves as made him ,

Subject to the hypochondria during the remainder

of his life. The agitation of his fpirits during

this ficknefs, the itete of his mind, and the cir-

cumftances cf his recovery, are admirably deline-

ate.^
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ated in a poetical efTay which is fubjoined to

thefe memoirs.

One confequence of this ficknefs was, in the

opinion of Dr. Watts, a fufficient compensation

for all the miferies which he endured. It was
the means of introducing him to the family of

an excellent perfon, Sir Thomas Abney, alder-

man of London, who, on a moft generous prin-

ciple, invited him to his houfe whilfl in a low
and languishing ftate ; where, for thirty-fix years,

he v ted with all the tendernefs of friend-

fhip, and all the attention and refpect which po-
litenefs, aided by an ample fortune, could dictate.

Sir Thomas died in about eight years after the

Doctor's coming to refide in his family ; but he
continued with his lady and her daughters to

the end of his life, and the lady died in a year

after him.* An elegiac ode on the death of Sir

Thomas is in the appendix.

In that delightful retirement, without any care

of his own, he had every thing which could con-
tribute to the enjoyment of life, and favour the

purfuit of his ftudies. He had the privilege of
the country air and elegant gardens at Theobalds
in Hertfordfhire, twelve miles from London ;

he faw company, or lived reclufe, as beft fuited

his inclination, and the delicacy of his nervous

fyilem. It was not till October 171 6 that he
was able, in any degree, to refume his public

miniftry ; and in the mean time, his affiftant,

Mr.

* The laft bmnch of this amiable family, Elizabeth Abnev, dird
at Stoke Newington in 1782. Her character for piety, prudence and benev-
olence, was worthy of one who had enjoyed the initrufiions and example
of Dr. Watts, - Palmer.
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Mr. Price, was, at his defireand upon his re-

commendation, chofen by the church to be his

colleague, and was ordained on the 3d of March,

171 3. The inviolable friendship which fubfiited

between them is evidenced by a claufe in the

Doctor's will, in which he ftyles him " his faith-

ful friend and companion in the labours of the

miniflxy," and leaves him a legacy " as only a

fmall teftimony of his great affection for him,
on account of his fervices of love during the ma-
ny harmonious years of their fellowship in the

work of the gofpel."

From the time of his reception into the kind

and hofpitable family of Abney, his life was no
otherwife diverfified than by a fucceiiion of valu-

able publications, and his attention to his mini-

iteiial functions when his health permitted.*

He conflantly devoted one fifth -f part of his in-

come to charitable purpofes ; and when by the

infirmities of his advanced age, he was no long-

er capable of public duty, he generouily offered

to remit his falary, but his congregation, with

equal generality, refufed to accept the offer.

In 1728, the univerfities of Edinburgh and

Aberdeen, in a mod: refpectful manner, and with-

out his knowledge, conferred on him the degree

of Doctor in Divinity. In

* «' As fait as my health increafes, you may allure yourfelves it is de-

voted to your edification. It often grieves me to think how poor, feeble

and fliort, are my prefent labours among you } and yet what days of
fsintnefs I generally feel alter fuch an attempt. So that I am continu-

ally prevented in my defign of fuccefiive vifits to you, by the w3nt of

active fpirits, whilft I tarry in the city. And if I attempt to flay bat

a week or ten days there, I find a ienfible return of weaknefs. So that

I am conftrained to letire to the country air, in order to recruit and
maintain this little capacity of fervice."

Dedication to his ift. vol. of fermons.

+ So faith Dr. Jennings, but Pr. Johnfon faith one third.
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In the fpring of 1739, he had a paralytic

jfhock which feized one fide, and from which he

flowly recovered. For fome time before, and

always after this, his letters were dictated by

himfelf, but written by an amanuenfis.

His lad: ficknefs was rather a decay of nature,

worn out with infirmity and labour, than any

particular diftemper. His weaknefs increafed

by degrees, and at length confined him to his

chamber and his bed, where gradually finking,

he at laft died without pain, on the 25th of No-
vember, 1748, in the 75th year of his age.

Toward the clofe of life the active and fpright-

ly powers of his mind failed ; yet his confidence

in God, through the mediation of Jefus Chrift,

remained unmaken. He was heard to fay, " I

blefs God, I can lie down with comfort at night,

not being folicitous whether I awake in this

world or another."—" I mould be glad to read

more, not to be more confirmed in the truth

of the Chriftian Religion or of its promifes ; for

I believe them enough to venture an eternity

upon them." When he was almofh broken

down by his infirmities, he obferved in conver-

fationwith a friend, that " he remembered an

aged minifter who ufed to fay that the moft learn-

ed and eminent chriftian s, when they come to

die, have only the fame plain promifes of the

gofpel for their fupport as the common and un-

learned. So, faid he, I find it. The plain

promifes of the gofpel are my fupport, and I

blefs God that they are plain promifes, that do

not require much labor and pains to understand

them $ for I can do nothing now but look into

my
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my bible for fome promife to fupport me, and

live upon that."

When he found his temper tending to impa-
tience and ready to complain, that he could lead

only a mere animal life, he would check him-
lelf thus.—" The bunnefs of a chriflian is to bear

the will of God as well as to do it. If I were

in health I could only be doing it ; and I

may bear it now. The beft thing in obedience is

a regard to the will of God j and the way to that

is to get our inclinations and averfions as much
as poffible mortified." With luch a calm and

peaceful mind, and with fuch a lively hope did

this faithful fervant wifh for the fummons, and

enter into the joy of his Lord.

As a man, Dr. Watts was certainly a mofc

amiable and excellent character. Could ap-

plaufe cherifh the laurels which candor and piety

have placed on his brow, they would flourifh

with immortal verdure. Pure and undiffembled

piety was the fettled habit of his mind. Though
he loved and enjoyed much retirement, yet he
did not contract any thing of an affected fliftnefs

or monkifh aufterity -

y but on the contrary, the

pleafure and fatisfaction which he found in com-
munion with God in folitude, made him the

more eafy and cheerful in his converfe with

men.
His humility was like a deep {bade to fet off

his other virtues, and made them fhine with a

brighter luftre. Though by his natural temper

he was quick in refentment, yet by his fixed

habit he was gentle and inoffenfive. This ac-

quired habit had no fmall effect in forming his

fentiments.
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Sentiments. For he thought he could not be

laid too lowj as a creature or a finner, that he

might do honor to the perfections and grace of

God. From this principle, in a great meafure,

role that high efteem which he had for the

chriftian difpenfation, fo apparently calculated

to exalt God and to humble man. Nor was

his humility lefs confpicuous in his outward be-

havio: towards others. Hence flowed that con-

deice^tion, humanity and kindnefs, which could

not but endear him to all who had the ple?fure

ot converting with him, and which rendered him
truly venerable in a much higher degree, than all

the honors and applaufes which he received from

the world.

In clofe connection with the grace of humili-

ty were to be {qqi\ his candor and charity, for

which he was remarkably eminent. The love

which he bore to his Saviour induced him cor-

dially to embrace all whom he efteemed his gen-

uine difciples. No party names, no variety of

fentiments in matters of doubtful difputation, nor

of practice in mode of worfhip, could divide him
in affection from fuch as he had reafon to hope

loved Chriit in fincerity. He therefore main-

tained a free and friendly correfpondence with

chriftians of various parties and denominations.*

B Though

* In one of his letters to Dr. Colman, after thanking him for his pi&ure,

he fays, " 1 rnve put it in a frame ihit it may hang in the fame rank,

with Dr. Increale and Dr. Cotton Mather, Hi the front of my flndy.

I have there near eighty philofophers and divines furrounding me ; their

fpirits are copied in their hooks, and their faces adorn my beloved

place of retirement. There Heathens and Chriflians, Papifls and Prolef-

ants, Calvinifts and ArminiartS, Prefbyterians and Episcopalians, all

meet in filence and peace. Were you to fee my cohabitants, you would
fsv I was a man of catholieifm. Moft of them I hope to meet in tht

regions of peace and lov«»" Sept. 16,1735.
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Though he judged the principles of the mode-
rate nonconformifts moll favorable to chriitian

liberty, and the rights of confcience, and their

forms of worfhip moll agreeable to the fimplicity

of the gofpel, yet he had a high veneration for

the perfons and writings of many miniflers and

chriftians of the eitablifhed church, as many of

them had for him and his works.

In the delineation of his character Dr. John-
fon has juflly obferved, *f

*• fuch was he as eve-

ry chritlian church would rejoice to have adopt-

ed." To which he afterward fubjoins. " Hap-

py will be that reader whole mind is difpofed by

his verfes or his profe to imitate him in ail but

his non-confbrmity, to copy his benevolence to

man and his reverence to God/'
This is doubtlefs the higheil praiie which it

was in the power of fuch a man as Dr. John-
fon to bellow ; being himfelf a pious and zealous

member of the epiicopal communion eflablilhed

by law in South Britain, he thought a conformity

to that church efiential to chriflian perfection.

But to other good men who do not fee perfec-

tion thro' that medium, the non-conformity of

Dr. Watts is fo far from being a blemifh in his

character, that it is really an evidence of his hero-

ic virtue. Born and educated among the diiient-

ers in a time which tried men's fouls, he had
early been taught to fufrer in the caufe of truth ;

and he could not think lefs favorably of the piety

and lincerity of his brethren for the humiliating

ielTons which they had learned in the fchool of

perfecution. Had he gone over to the eftablifh-

ment
f Lives of the "Potts, vol. m,
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ment (cfpecially about the time of his ordination)

he would have incurred the odium, not only of
feeking his perfonal fafety and worldly emolument
by deferring his brethren in a time of danger*

but ofjoining the party who had in their hands the

power of oppremng them. Such views as thefe

his generous foul abhorred ; and therefore cir-

cumilanced as he was, a conformity to the eftab-

lifhment, inftead of adding luftre to his character

would have greatly detracted from it. Firm to

his principles, attached to his brethren* and fear-

lefs of perfonal danger j he chofe rather to fufTer

affliction with the people of God, than to ba/k

in the funfhine of courtly favor and fcand candi-

date for ecclefiaflical dignities.

But his choice was not merely the refult of

prejudice or attachment. He had candidly and
thoroughly examined the controverfy, and was
perfuadedin his own mind, that a diiTent from the

eftablifhed church was warrantable and fafe. His
ideas of religious liberty were generous, and his

candor toward other men extenfive ; but* for

himfelf, he preferred the original fimplicity of
gofpel inflitutions to the ornaments and inven-

tions of later ages. His ideas on this head can-

not be better explained than in a fhort and elegant

effay publimed among his poflhumous works, in-

titled, " The Diamond Painted," which may be

[ten in the appendix.

Though Dr. Watts pafled his whole life in a

flate of celibacy, yet it is evident, from feveral of

his poems, particularly thofe on Queen Mary and
Lady Sunderland, that he was far from being in-

fenfible to female charms 5 and from his " In-

B 2 dian
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dian Philofopher," that he had no averfion to an

union with the fex. His almofl continual ill

health may j uftly be afligned as the principal caufe

of his not entering into the married ftate. He
had a particular friendihip for Mifs Singer, the

celebrated Philomela, whofe age was the fame

with his own. This connection is placed in a

ridiculous light by Dr. Young, in one of his

fatires, * which is the more ungenerous as Watts
has, in fevcral parts of his writings, mentioned

Young and his compolitions with refpecland ad-

miration. The late Dr. Co lman of Bolton,

who was intimately acquainted both with Dr.

Watts and Mils Singer, ufed to tell this ftory ;

that after long hefitation and delay, Dr. Watts
ventured to declare to Mifs Singer his affection

for her and to afk her hand ; to which he re-

ceived an anfwer which muft have mortified him
extremely > that me had long expe&ed his ad-

dreffes, but had on the preceding day given her

content to the folicitation of Mr. Rowe. The
date of her marriage with this gentleman (1710)
correfponds with the time in which Dr. Watts
enjoyed his bed health.

Few men have left behind them fuch purity of

character, or fuch monuments of laborious piety.

He has provided inflruction for all ages ; from
thofe

• «* Isaac, a brother of the canting (train,

When he has knock'd at his own fktill in vain,

To beauteous Marcia often will repair

Witlj a dark texr, to light it at the fair.

O hew his pious foul exults to find

Such love for holy men in woman kind !

Charm'd with her learning, with what rapture he
Hings on her bloom, like an tnduftnous bee ;

Hums roundabout her, and with alt his power
Extracts fwcet wiklom from fo fair a flower."

Uuiverfel Paffion, Sat, V.
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thofe who are lifping their firft leflbns to the

profound inquirers into moral philofophy. He
has left neither corporeal nor fpiritual nature un-
examined ; he has taught the art of reafoning and
the fcience of the flars. For the benefit of chil-

dren he condefcended to lay afide the icholar, the

philofopher and the wit, to write little poems of
devotion and fyftems of inftruction adapted to

their wants and capacities, from the dawn of
reafon through its gradations of advance in the

morning of life. Every man acquainted with
the common principles of human action, will

look with veneration on the writer who is at

one time combating Locke, and at another mak-
ing a catechifm for children in their fourth year.

A voluntary defcent from the dignity of fcience

is perhaps the harden; leilbn which humility can
teach

.

As his mind was capacious, his curionty ex-

curiive, and his induftry continual, his writings

are very numerous, and his fubjects various. His
character, as an author, mud therefore be form-
ed from the multiplicity and diverfity of his at-

tainments, rather than from any fingle perform-
ance. It would not be fafe to claim for him the

higheft rank in any fmgle denomination of lite-

rary dignity ; yet perhaps there was nothing in

which he would not have excelled if he had not
divided his powers to different purfuits.

As i poet, had he been only a poet, he would
have flood high among authors of that clafs.

His judgment was exact, and he noted beauties

and faults with very nice difcernment. His im-
agination was vigorous and active, and the ftores

B 7 of
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of knowledge were large by which hjs imagina-i

tion werefupplied. His ear was well tuned, and
his diction was elegant and copious. But his

devotional poetry is (in the opinion of Dr. John-
fon) unsatisfactory. The paucity of its topics en-

forces perpetual repetition, and the fanctity of its

matter rejects the ornaments of figurative diction.

f< It is fufficient," fays this critic, " that Watts
hath done better than others, what no man has

done well."

The propriety of thefe remarks has been con-

troveited. "There is no fubjecl," fays Mr.
Palmer, " whofe topics are fo various as thofe

which religion fupplies, or which are better

adapted to admit of poetical images. Religion

comprehends all the perfections and works of the

Deity, the winders of nature and Providence,

and the greater wonders of grace and redemption ;

the incarnation, life, miracles, fufTerings, death

and refurrection of the Son of God -

3 the awful

fcenes of mortality, the refurrection of the dead,

the folemnity of the future judgment and of eter-

nity, as well as the fublime virtues of piety and

benevolence. Thefe general fubjects, with all

their fubordinates, fupply an infinite variety of

topics, and admit a figurative diction. Witnefs

the fublime compofures of the facred prophets,

in which the loftieft images and boldeft figures

are introduced in almoff. every line."

His poems on other fubjects feldom rife high-

er than might have been expected from the amufe-

ments of a man of letters, and have different de-

grees of value as they are more or lefs labored, or

as the occafion was more or lefs favorable to in-

vention. As
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Ashe writes often without regular meafuies,-

and too o rten in blank verfe, the rhymes are not

always fufiiciently correfpondent. His lines are

comrrsonly fmooth and eafy, and his thoughts re-

Ugiqufly; pure. He is at leaft one of thole few
poets -with whom the young and unlearned may
be fafely pleafed.

Of his philofophical works, his logic as well as

his geography and aitronomy, have been received

into the univerfities both of Britain and America,
and therefore need no further recommendation.
If he owes any thing to Le Clerc, it muffc be

confidered that no man who undertakes merely
to methodiie or illuflrate a fyftem, pretends to be
its author.

In his metaphyficai difquifitions, it was pbffryy
ed by the late learned Mr. Dyer, that he con-
founded the idea of/pace with that of empty (pace $

and did not connder that though fpace might be
Yv

Tithout matter, yet matter could not be without
fpace.

Few books have been perilled by the judicious

with greater pleafure or are more ufeful than his
" Improvement of the Mind ;" of which the'

radical principles may indeed be found in Locke's
" Conduct of the Underftanding ;" but they are

ib expanded and ramified by Watts as to confer

upon him the merit of a work in the higheft de-

gree ufeful and pleating. Whoever has the care

of injtructing others, may be charged with de-

ficience in his duty if this book be not recom-
mended.

In his centroveijl: 1 works, we cannot but ad„_

mire the meeknefs of his oppofition and the mild...

B 4 fiefs
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nefs of his cenfures. It was not only in his book,

but in his mind, that orthodoxy was united with
charity. When he engaged in contrdverfy,

it was evidently with a view to heal and recon-

cile difputes among chriftians, rather than to

make profelytes to any party : however any may
differ from him in judgment, all muft allow,

that he wrote on fuch occafions with a fpirit of
moderation, meeknefs and love, which was truly

exemplary. This moderation however expofed

him to the feverity of the bigots of oppofite par-

ties, who are generally difpofed to give no quar-
ter to the man who is of no party. Of this Dr.
Watts was fufficiently fenfible, and it was fre-

quently remarked by him, that " a moderate man
mufl expect a box on both ears."

Whatever fubjecl: he took in hand was, by his

IncefTant folicitude for fouls, converted to theolo-

gy. As piety predominated in his mind, it is

diffufed over all his writings; and it is impomblc
to read a page in his works without learning, or

at leafl wimin^ to be better.

His own account of his fermons is this,* " I

have not entertained you with lectures of philos-

ophy inftead of the gofpel of Chrift ; nor have I

affected thateafy indolence of ftyle, which is the

cold and infipid pleafure of men who pretend to

politenefs. You know it has always been the

buiinefs ©f my miniftry to convince and per-

fuade your fouls into practical godlinefs, by the

clearefl and ftrongeft reafons derived from the

gofpel, and by all the mod moving methods of
jpeech of which I was capable ; but ftill in a

humble
* Dedication of his ift vol, of fermans to his church.
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humble fiibferyiency to the promifed influences

of the holy fpirit. I ever thought it my duty

to prefs the conviction with force on the con-

fcience, when light was firfl let into the mind.

A- ftatue hung round with moral fentences, or a

marble pillar infcribed with divine truth, may
coldly preach to the underftandmg, whiift devo-

tion freezes at the heart ; but the prophets and

apoflles were burning and mining lights. They
were taught by infpiration to make the words, of

truth glitter like fun-beams, and to operate like

a two-edged fword. 1 he movements of (acred

paflion may be the ridicule of an age which pre-

tends to nothing but calm reaioning. Life and

zeal in the mini (try of the word may be defpifed

by men of lukewarm and dying religion. Fer-

vency of fpirit in the fervice of the Lord, may
become the feoff and jeft of the critic and the

profane ; but this very life and zeal, this facred

fervency will remain a bright character ofachrif-

tian preacher, till the names of Paul and Apol-
los perifh from the church, till the bible and
the heavens be no more."

The fubftance of Dr. Watts's character, as

drawn by Dr. Gibbons, is this :
<f His truth and

Sincerity were very conipicuous. ,There was no-

thing in him which could be ftyled art and de-

fign. He never difcovered in his behaviour or

conversation any thing like a high opinion of

himfelf", nor did he mew a difpofition to traduce

or depreciate the characters and abilities of others.

In meats and drinks he was very moderate. There
was nothing in him which betrayed a penurious

temper. He was very rich, but it was in good

works,



26 Memoirs of Dr. Watts.

works, for he defired not to lay up his treafure

on earth, but in heaven.
" He never difcovered any thing like a furious

zeal or a narrow decifive fpirit ; but cordially em-
braced all whom he efleemed the genuine difci-

ples of his Lord.
" His foul, which glowed with gratitude for

the favors he received, was alfo eminent for its

friendship. He was nobly avaricious of time,

and ever watchful to improve it."

But there was one diflineuifhing feature in his

character which both Gibbons and Johnfon have

entirely paffed over, and that was his love of truth,

and his freedom, impartiality, diligence and hu-
mility in his inquiries after it. It is indeed a

character feldom to be met with, though of pe-

culiar importance in a chriftian minifter, and

therefore ought to be noticed with particular ap-

probation. In Dr. Watts it was confpicuous in

a very eminent degree.

" In matters of the chriftian faith," faith he,*
" I would make the fcripture my guide and en-

ter into a calm conference with myfelf in a fur-

vey of the oracles of God, in order to a decifion

of the fenfe and meaning of them, not neglecting

the am fiance of pious and learned authors, but

converting very little with the angry and fuper-

cilious. I would with daily importunity addrefs

the Father of Lights to fhine upon his own word,

and to difcover his own meaning. I would hum-
bly implore the fpirit of wifdom and revelation

to take the things of Chriit, and fhew them to

my underilanding in. a molt convincing light,

My
* Mifcellaneous Thoughts, No. xlix.
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My reafon mould be ufed as a necefTary inftra-

ment to compare the (everal parts of revelation

together, to difcover their mutual explication, as

well as to judge whether they run counter to any

dictates of natural light. But if an inquifitiye

mind overleap the bounds of faith, and give the,

reins to all our reafonings on divine femes, in fo

wide and open a field as that of poiiibles and pro-

bables, it is no eafy matter to guefs where they

will flop. I have made the experiment of this. in.

my own meditations, when I have given my
thoughts a ioofe and let them rove without con-

finement. Sometimes I feem to have carried rea-

ibn with me even to the camp of Socinns ; but

then St. John gives my foul a twitch, and St.

Paul bears me back again (if I miftake not his

meaning) aimoft to the tents of Jolra Calvin,

Nor even then do I leave my reafon behind me.
So difficult a thing is it to determine by mere
reafoning, thofe points which can be learned by
feripture only."

In his advice to young fludents he cautions

them * againft " interfiling their warm and re-

ligious zeal, in thofe matters which are not fuf-

ficiently evident in themfelves, or which are not

fully examined and proved. For this zeal, whe-
ther right or wrong, when it is once engaged,

will have a powerful influence to eftabliih the

mind in thofe doctrines which are really doubt-

ful, and to ftop up all the avenues of farther

light. This will bring upon the foul a fort of

facred awe and dread of herefy, with a concern to

maintain whatever opinion we have efpoufed as

divine,

* Improvement of the Mind, page zS;. 3d edit.
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divine, though perhaps it hath been efpoufed

without any juft evidence, and ought to be re-

nounced as falfe and pernicious. We ought to

be zealous for the moft important points of our
religion, and to contend earneftly for the faith

once delivered to the faints j but we ought not
to employ this facred fervour of fpirit in the fer-

vice of any article, till we have feen it made out
with plain and ftrcng conviction to be a necefia-

ry and important point of faith or practice. Zeal

muil: not reign over the powers of our underftand-

ing, but obey them. Even the moft fublime and
myfterious doctrines of revelation are not to be

believed without a reafon for it ; nor mould our

pious affections be engaged in defence of them,
till we have convincing proof that they are cer-

tainly revealed."

The man who was capable of giving fuch ad-

vice as this, for the inveftigation of truth, mult
himfeif be fuppofed to be a lincere lover of truth,

and a diligent, humble, impartial inquirer after

it. It is well known that his conduct agreed

with the advice which he gave. Few men have

more entirely divefled themfelves of the prejudi-

ces of education, or have difcovered greater im-
partiality of inquiring and opennefs to conviction,

than Dr. Watts. Though not hafty in giving

up his early opinions, and very far from affecting

a love of novelty in his religious fentiments, it

may truly be faid of him, that he fought for truth

as for hidden treafures. He was willing to re-

ceive light from every quarter, and ready to em-
brace whatever, upon free inquiry, appeared to be

the truth, however contrary to his former fenti-

ments,
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ments, or to the prevailing opinion of thofe in the

highefl reputation for the foundnefs of their faith,

though expoied to cenfure from bigots of all par-

ties, or from thofe perfons whom he moft efteem-

ed, and whofe good opinion he was moft folicir

tous to preferve^

Accordingly it is well known that he did, in

various particulars, differ in judgment from thofe

who have complimented themfelves with the ti-

tle of rational. He thought for himfelf, and
called no man matter upon earth : And he fhared

the common fate of thofe who do fo, by incur-

ring the cenfure of fome of the different parties

who would have gloried to have had him of their

own.*
In his laft letter to Dr. Colman, dated Februa-

ry 11, 1747, he fays, " I am glad my book of

Ufsful Queftions came fafe to your hand. I think

I have laid every thing concerning the Son of

God, which fcripture fays ; but I could not go
fo far as to fay with fome of our orthodox di-

vines, that the Son is equal with, the Father ;

becaule our Lord himfelf exprefsly fays, " My
Father is greater, than I." . I hope there is no-

thing contained in my book of " The Glory of

Chrift," which I now fend you with a volume
of " Evangelical Diicourfes," but what fcripture

is exprefs in determining, that Jefus Chrift, at

leaft his human foul, is the firft of the creation

of God. -("•

On receiving this letter Dr. Colman obferved

to a friend

—

f* My dear Watts has looked fo long

at the fun as to weaken his light," In

* Palmer, p. 40.

t Files of Hiftorieal Ssc-etv,
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In the abovementioned book of " Ufeful

Queftions," he funis up the controverfy refpect-

ing the perfon of Chrift, in thefe words, which
ought to be confidered as expreffing his moft
mature judgment on the fubject.

" It is evident to me, that the holy fcripture

itfelf lays the ftrefs of our falvation on a belief

that Chrift is the MeiTiah, the appointed all-

fufficient Saviour ; a truft in the proper atone-

ment and facrifice of Chrift for the forsdvenefs ofo
fins -, a dependence on his grace and ipirit for

light and holinefs, and a fubmiffion to his gov-

ernment, much more than it does on any precife

and exact notion or hypothecs concerning his

divine and human nature, even though the union

of the divine and human nature in him is, in my
judgment, neceilary to render his falvation com-
plete."*

Dr. Watts was a firm and zealou9 friend to

New England, and kept up a ccrrefpondence

with fome of our principal characters, both in

the civil and clerical lines. Among thefe were

Governors Shute and Belcher, Drs. Ma-
ther and Colman, MelT. Prince and Fox-
croft, Prefidents Williams, Clap, and

Edwards. Almoft every gentleman who went
from this country to England was fond of being

recommended and introduced to him, and they

always met with a welcome and cordial recep-

tion. He frequently iolicited benefactions, and

made donations, particularly of books, to the

colleges at Cambridge and New-Haven, and to

the Indian millions on our eaftern and weftern

borders •

* 4-Vo edit, of his works, vol, vx. p. 718.
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borders. His memory has always been deferv-

edly famous and refpected here. His pfalms and

hymns, his divine fongs and catechifms are high-

ly in vogue, and have perhaps been more condu-

cive to aflift the devotion of chriftians, and the

instruction of children, than any other writings,

except the fcriptures.

His imitation of the pfalms of David in the

language of the New Teftament, is generally al-

lowed to be his capital production in poetry,

though it is not particularly noticed by Johnfon,

who has criticiied his poems in general. Thofe
congregations who ufe it, have advantages for

evangelical devotion fuperior to thofe who adhere

to the other verfions. Its local imperfections

have been remedied, and its deficiences fupplied,

in an American edition publifhed by Mr. Bar-
low, which is now coming into general ufe.

Beiides the pfalms, Dr. Watts compofed three

books of hymns and fpiritual fongs, which con-

tain many fpecimens of fublime and devotional

poetry, calculated for the edification of christian

Societies, and recommended by the plainnefs of

the composition and the fmoothnefs of the verfe.

If in fome inftances they may be thought lefs

judicious than the pfalms, it ought to be conli-

dered that moft of them were written when the

author was very young, and fome when he was

but a fchool boy. It is much to be wimed that

in his mature age he had corrected what was ju-

venile, and what he freely acknowledged to be

faulty in fome of thefe early compofures. The
late Mr. Henry Grove remarked to the Doc-
tor, that feveral of his hymns laid the flrefs of

cur
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our redemption on the companion of Chrirl, ra-

ther than on the love of God,* and exprefTed

his wifh that he would alter them. The Doctor
anfwered that he mould be glad to do it, but it

was out of his power, for he had parted with the

copy, . and the bcokfeller would not fuffer any

fuch alteration.

It is remarkable that fo low was the author's

expectation with regard to the fuctefs of this

work, that, it is faid, he received no more than

ten pounds fterling for the copy.-f-

It may not be improper in this place to take

notice of what has been published to the world

by Mr. Benjamin Williams in the preface

to his collection of pfalms. He reprefents Dr„
Watts as " a perlon of the moft exempla-y meek-
nefs and humility, perfectly good natured, and of

fuch unconfined charity, that he wimed to avoid

every word and fyliable which was likely to give

the fmaliefl offence to ferious christians of any

denomination ; and when he found in the latter

part of his life, that he had not been fo fuccefs-

ful in this refpect as he had aimed to be, he wish-

ed for nothing more ardently than fufficient

health and time to revife both his pfalms and

hymns, in order to render them wholly unexcep-

tionable to every chriftian profefibr. *

" This account, Mr. Williams obferves, was

received from Dr. Watts himfelf a few years be-

fore his death, by Dr. Amory, and by him giv-

en to one of his pupils, who communicated it to

the

* This remark maybe particularly applied %9 tb? 3^h
;

jjrtb, sru?.

»o3th hymns in the fecond book.

f Palmer, p. 38,
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the editor. The editor alfo fays he had good

reafon to add that " the revifal fo fervently

wifhed for, was undertaken and finished, and

would moft certainly have been publimed, had

not the author's death unhappily prevented."*

On this Mr. Palmer remarks thus :
" With-

out impeaching this writer's veracity, the evi-

dence of the fact is by no means fatisfactory.

What became of the copy thus corrected ? Mr.
Parker, the Doctor's amanuenfis, knows of

no fuch thing, and never heard of the author's

having fuch a defign, which appears indeedtiigh-

ly improbable. A man of Dr. Watts'sknow-
ledge of the wrorld could hardly expect that he

fhould be able to make every thing in thefe compo-
fures univerfally unexceptionable, as the altera-

tions which would have gratified one party,

would equally have offended another.
-f*

As the Lives of Dr. Watts and Dr. Dod-
dridge are united in this publication, it may
not be improper to take notice of the beginning

and progrefs of their connexion with each other.

Doddridge was about twenty-eight years young-
er than Watts, and had no acquaintance with
him till it was introduced in the following manner.
Doddridge being a hopeful and rifmg young min-
ister among the diffenters, was requeued by a Mr.
Ben yon, of Shrewfbnry, to write his thoughts on
the belt method ofconducting the preparatory ftu-

dies ofyoung gentlemen intended for the mimftry.

When he had juft finiflied the work, his friend

died, and the treatife remained in his own hands.

C Mr,

* Monthly Rcv'sw, 17$*, p. 17c
f Palmer, p. iS.
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Mr. Saunders, of Kettering, happening to fee

it in his ftudy, borrowed it and {hewed it to Dr.
Watts. He was much pleafed with the plan,

and having made fome remaiks upon it, com-
municated it to feveral of his friends. They all

joined with him in foliciting Doddridge to carry

it into execution. This was the beginning of

that famous academy in which Doddridge {hone

with the higheft luftre as a tutor, and alfo of an

intimate friendfhip between him and Dr. Watts.

It had been for many years one of Dr. Watts's

eafnefV'defires to compofe a treatife of practical

and experimental divinity ; but his growing in-

firmities prevented his executing it. He there-

fore ftrongly recommended the matter to Dod-
dridge as the fitted; perfon in his acquaintance to

perform it in the moft acceptable manner. It

was with much reluctance that he undertook

fuch a work among his other conftant and weigh-

ty concerns. But Dr. Watts's heart was fo

much fet on the defign, and he urged it with

fuch prefTing importunity, that Doddridge could

not deny his requeit, after having been honored

with his friendfhip for fo many years, and re-

ceiving much encouragement and afTifcance from

him, in feveral of his undertakings. When it

was fmiihed, Dr. Watts revifed as much of it as

his health would permit, and it was firfl pub-

lished in 174^, unter the title of " The Rife and

Progrefs of Religion in the Soul," with a dedi-

cation to Dr. Watts."*

The opinion which Dr. Watts had of Dod-
dridge appears from the following letter which

he

* Oi ton's Life of Doddridge, eh?p, in and vu.
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he wrote to Mr. Longueville, minifter cf the

Engliih church at Amfterdam.
*« It is a very agreeable employment to which

you call me, and a very fenrible honor you put

upon me when you defire me to give you my
fentiments of that reverend and learned writer

Dr. Doddridge, to be prefixed to a tranflation of

any of his works into the Dutch tongue. I have

well known him many years, and have enjoyed

a conftant intimacy and friendlhip with him ever

fince the providence of God called him to be a

profeffor of human fciences, and a teacher of fa-

cred theology to young men among us who are

trained up for the miniftry of the gofpel. I have

no need to give you a large account of his know-
ledge in the fciences, in which I confefs him to

be greatly my fuperior -, and as to the doctrines

of divinity and the gofpel of Ch rift, I know not

any man of greater fkill than himfelf, and hardly

furricient to be his fecond. As he hath a moil
exact acquaintance with the things of God and
our holy religion, fo far as we are let into them
by the light of nature and the revelations of
fcriptures, fo he hath a moll: happy manner of
teaching thofe who are younger. He hath a

mod: fkilful and condefcending way of inftruc-

tion, nor is there any perfon of my acquaintance

with whom I am more entirely agreed in all the

fentiments of the doctrine of Chrift. He is a

moil hearty believer of the great articles and im-
portant principles of the reformed church $ a

moft affectionate preacher, and pathetic writer on
the practical parts of religion ; and, in one word,

fince I am now advanced in age beyond my few

C 2 ventieth
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ventieth year (1745) if there were any man to

whom Providence would iuffer me to commit a
fecond part of my life and ufefulnefs in the church
of Chrift, Dr. Doddridge mould be the man.
If you have read that excellent performance of
his, intitled, " Ihe Rife and Progrefs,' &c. you
will be of my mind. His dedication of it to

me is the only thing in the book I could hardly

permit myfelf to approve. Befides all this, he
poiTefTeth a fpirit of fo much charity, love, and
goodnefs toward his fellow chrifHans, who may
fall into fome leiler differences of opinion, as be-

cometh a follower of the blefled Jefus, his maf-

ter and mine. In the practical part of his la-

bors and miniftry, he hath fufficiently fhewn
himfelf mod happily furnifhed with all proper

gifts and talents, to lead perfons of all ranks

and ages to ierious piety and ftridt religion. I

efteem it a confiderable honor which the provi-

dence of God hath done, when it makes ufe of

me as an inftrument in his hands, to promote
the ufefulnefs of this great man in any part of the

world ; and it is my hearty prayer, that our Lord

Jefus Chrift may blefs all his labors with mod
glorious fuccefs."

So high an efleem had he of this valuable

friend, that by his laft will he left the care of

his manufcripts, and of republishing his printed

works, to him, in conjunction with Dr. David
Jennings. Doddridge died in 1752, and the

complete edition of Watts's works in fix quar-

to volumes, came out in 1753. Many of his

works have fmce been reprinted feparately, and

it is probable that future editions of them will

be called for by the pious and learned of fuc-

ceeding ages. FIRST
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FIRST APPENDIX.

No. I.

The Jacrcd Concert of Praife.

I.

COME, pretty birds, fly to this verdant fhade,

Here let our different notes in praife confpire :

s
i was the fame hand your painted pinions fpread,

That form'd my noble powers to raife his honours

[higher.

II.

Fair fongfters, come ; beneath the facred grove
We'll fit and teach the woods our Maker's name :

Men have forgot his works, his power, his love,

Forgot the mighty arm that rear'd their wondrous
[frame.

III.

I fearch the crowded court, the bufy ftreet,

Run through the villages, trace every road :

In vain I fearch ; for every heart I meet
Is laden with the world, and empty of its God.

IV.

How (hall I bear with men to fpend my days ?

Dear feather'd innocents, you pleafe me bell :

My God has fram'd your voices for his praife,

His high defigns are anfwer'd by your tuneful bread,

C 3 Sweet
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V.

Sweet warblers, come, wake all your cheerful tongues^

We join with angels and their heavenly choirs j

Our humble airs may imitate their fongs,

Tho' bolder are their notes, and purer are their fires.

VI.

Had I ten thoufand hearts, my God, rny love,

Had I ten thoufand voices all are thine :

Where love enflames the foul, the lips mud move,

Nor mall the fong be mortal where the theme's divineB

—*£>@«2x

—

No. II.

An Hymn to Christ Jesus, the Eternal Lifi*

I.

WHERE mail the tribes of Adam find

The fovereign good to fill the mind ?

Ye ions of moral wifdom, fhow,

The fpring whence living waters flow.

IL

Say, will the Stoick'-s flinty heart

Melt, and this cordial juice impart ?

Could Plato find thefe blifsful ftreams,

Amongft his raptures and his dreams ?

III.

In vain I afk ; for nature's power
Extends but to this mortal hour :

JTwas but a poor relief fhe gave
Againft the terrors of the grave, Jesus,
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IV.

Jesus, our kinfman, and our God,
Array'd in majefty and blood,

Thou arc our life ; our fouls in thee

PofTefs a full felicity.

V.

All our immortal hopes are laid

In Thee, our furety, and our head ;

Thy crofs, thy cradle, and thy throne,

Are big with glories yet unknown.

VI.

Let Athelfts feoff, and Jews blafpheme

Th' eternal life, and Jesus' name ;

A word of his almighty breath

Dooms the rebellious world to death.

VII.

But let my foul for ever lie

Beneath the bleffings of thine eye j

'Tis heaven on earth, 'tis heaven above.

To fee thy face, to tafte thy love.

No. III.

On the Sight of Quem Mary, in the Tear 1694,

I.

I
SAW th' illuftrious form, I faw

Beauty that gave the nations law *,

Her eyes, like mercy on a throne,

In condescending grandeur fhone,

C 4 That
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II.

That blooming face ! how lovely fair

Hath nature mix'd her wonders there !

The rofy morn fuch luftre fhows

Glancing along the Scythian fnows.

III.

Her (hape, her motion, and her mein,

All heavenly ; fuch are angels feen,

"When the bright vifion grows intenfe,

And fancy aids our feebler fenfe.

IV.

Earth's proudeft idols dare not vie

With fuch fuperior majefty :

A kindling vapour might as foon

Rife from the bogs, and mate the moon,

I'll call no Raphael from his reft ;

Such charms can never be exprefs'd :

Pencil and paint were never made

To draw pure light without a fhade.

VI.

Britain beholds her queen with pride,

And mighty William at her fide

Gracing the throne; while at their feet

With humble joy three nations meet.

VII.

Secure of empire, (he might lay

Her crown, her robes, and ftate away,

And 'midft ten thoufand nymphs be feen :

Her beauty would proclaim the queen.

Epanorthosis.
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Ef ANORTH OSI S,

VIII.

Her guardian angel heard my fong.

Fond man (he cry'd) forbear to wrong
My lovely charge. So vulgar eyes

Gaze at the liars, and praife the Ikies.

IX.

Rudely they praife, who dwell below,

And heaven's true glories never know,
Where liars and planets are no more
Than pebbles fcatter'd on the floor.

So, where celeftial virtues join'd

Form an incomparable mind,

Crowns, fcepters, beauties, charms and aire,

Stand but as Ihining fervants there.

No. IV.

Ode t9 Lady Sunderland.

I.

FAIR nymph, afcend to beauty's throne,

And rule that radiant world alone :

Let fav'rites take thy lower fphcre,*

Not monarchs are thy rivals here.

II.

The court of beauty, built fublime,

Defies all power but heaven and time s

» Alluding to her removal from the ccurt-cf Queen Anne,

Envy,
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Envy, that clouds the hero's iky,

Aims but in vain her flight fo high.

III.

Not Blenheim's field, nor Jfter's flood,

Norftandards dy'd in gallic blood,

Torn from the foe, add nobler grace

To Churchill's houfe than Spacer's face,

IV.

The warlike thunder of his arms

Is lefs commanding than her charms :

His lightnings ftrike with lefs furprife

Than fudden glances from her eyes.

His captives feel their limbs confin'd

In iron—fhe enflaves the mind :

We follow with a pleafing pain,

And blefs the conqueror and the chain,

VI.

The mufe that dares in numbers do
"What paint and pencil never knew,

Faints at her prefence in defpair,

And owns th' inimitable fair.

On thefight of this ode thefollowing lines were written

by Dr. Savage, fuccejfor to Dr. Watts.

While numerous bards have founded Spencer's name.

And made her beauties heirs to lading fame,

Her mem'ry ftill to their united lays

Stands lefs indebted, than to Watts's praife.

What wond'rous charms muft to that fair be given

Who mov'd a mind that dwelt fo near to heaven !

—K2*#*€*— No. V.
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No. V.

Sickness and Recovery.

IT was the cuftom of David, as appears by
feveral of his pfalmS, and it was the prac-

tice of Hezekiah and Jonah, kings and prophets,

to rehearfe the agonies of their diftrefs, when
they offered to heaven their fongs of deliverance.

They recollected their hours and days of bitter-

nefs, and the workings of their foul amidit their

fharp and grievous forrows, to make the remem-
brance of their falvation thefweeter, and fo kin-

dle the zeal of their gratitude to a higher flame.

Is it a matter of blame to imitate fuch exam-
ples ? Doth not the reafon hold good in our age,

and to all generations ? Why mould a Chrtfiian

be any more afraid to tell the world of his af-

flictions or diftrefTes than a Jew f Or why mould
he be afhamed to let them know, that amidfl

thofe finkings of life and nature, Chrifiianity and

the Gofpel were his fupport ? Amidfl all the vi-

olence ofmy diftemper, and the tirefome months
of it, I thank God I never loft fight of reafon

or religion, though fometimes I had much ado

to preferve the machine of animal nature in fuch

order as regularly to exercife either the man or

the chriftian, efpecially when I fhut my eyes to

feek ileep and repofe, and had not their aid to

fence againft the diforderly ferments of natural

fpirits. But thefe conflicts are defcribed in the

following lines. Bleifcd be God for preferving

and healing mercy !

THOUGHTS
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THOUGHTS and MEDITATIONS
in a long Sickness, iji2 and iji-^.

^he hurry of the fpirks, in a fever and nervous

dijorders,

MY frame of nature is a ruffled fea,

And my difeafe the tempeil. Nature feels

A itrange commotion to her inmoft centre
;

The throne of reafon makes. " BeJIili, my thoughts j
<£ Peace and bejlill." In vain my reafon gives

The peaceful word, my fpirit flrives in vain

To calm the tumult and command my thoughts.

This flefh, this circling blood, thefe brutal Powers
Made to obey, turn rebels to the mind,

Nor hear its laws. The engine rules the man.

Unhappy change ! when nature's meaner fprings

Fir'd to impetuous ferments, break all order j

When little reftlefs atoms rife and reign

Tyrants in fovereign upr.oar, and impofe

Ideas on the mind j confus'd ideas

Of non-exiftents and impoflibles,

Who can defcribethem ? Fragments of old dreams,

Borrow'd from midnight, torn from fairy fields

And fairy ikies, and regions of the dead,

Abrupt, ill-forted. O 'tis all confufion !

If I butclofe my eyes, ftrange images

In thoufand forms and thoufands colours rife,

Stars, rainbows, moons, green dragons, bears, and

An endlefs medley rufh upon the ftage, [ghofts,

And dance and riot wild in reafon's court

Above control. I'm in a raging ftorm,

Where feas and fkies are blended, while my foul

Like fome light worthlefs chip of floating cork

Is toft from wave to wave : Now overwhelm^
With breaking floods, I drown, and feem to lofe

Ail being : Now high-mounted on the ridge
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Of a tall foaming furge, I'm all at once
Caught up into the ftorm, and ride the wind,
The whittling wind ; unmanageable deed,
And feeble rider ! hurried many a league

Over the rifing hills of roaring brine,

Thro' airy wilds unknown, with dreadful fpeed

And infinite furprife ; till fome few minutes
Have fpent the blaft, and then perhaps I drop
Near to the peaceful coaft; fome friendly billow

Lodges me on the beach, and I find reft :

Short reft I find ; for the next rolling wave
Snatches me back again ; then ebbing far

Sets me a drift, and I am borne off to fea,

Helplefs, amidft the blufter of the winds,

Beyond the ken of fhore.

Ah, when will thefe tumultuous fcenes be gone ?

When (hall this weary fpirit, toft with tempefts,

Harrafs'd and broken, reach the port of reft,

And hold it firm ? When fhall this wayward flelh

With all th' irregular fprings of vital movement
Ungovernable, return to facred order,

And pay their duties to the ruling mind ?

Peace of Conscience and Prayerfor Health.

YET, gracious God, amidft thefe ftorms of nature,

Thine eyes behold a fweet and facred calm

Reign thro' the realms of confeience : all within

Lies peaceful, all compos'd. 'Tis wondrous grace

Keeps off thy terrors from this humble bofom,

Tho' ftain'd with fins and follies, yet ferene

In penitential peace and cheerful hope,

Sprinkled and guarded with atoning blood.

Thy vital fmiles amidft this defolation

Like heavenly fun-beams hid behind the clouds,

Break out in happy moments, with bright radiance

Cleaving the gloom ; the fair celeftial light

'-ofens
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Softens and gilds the horrors of the ftorm,

And richeft cordials to the heart conveys.

O glorious foiace of immenfe diftrefs,

A confcience and a God ! a friend at home,
And better friend on high ! This is my rock
Of firm fupport, my Ihield of fure defence

Againft infernal arrows. Rife, my foul,

Put on thy courage : Here's the living fpring

Of joys divinely fweet and ever new,

A peaceful confcience, and ajmiling heaven.

My God, permit a creeping worm to fay,

Thy fpirit knows I love thee. Worthlefs wretch,

To dare to love a God ! But grace requires,

And grace accepts. Thou feeft my labouring foul

:

"Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true

;

It bears the trying furnace. Love divine

Conftrains me ; I am thine. Incarnate love

Has feiz'd and holds me in almighty arms :

Here's my falvation, my eternal hope,

Amidft the wreck of worlds and dying nature.

I am the Lord's, and hefor ever mine.

O thou all-powerful word, at whofe fir ft call

Nature arofe ; this earth, thefe fhining heavens,

Thefe ftars in all their ranks came forth, and fuid.

We are thy fervants : Didft thou not create,

My frame, my breath, my being, and b£ftow

A mind immortal on thy feeble creature

Who faints before thy face ? Did not thy pity

Drefs thee in fiefh to die, that I might live,

And with thy blood redeem this captive foul

From guilt and death ? O thrice adored name,

My king, my faviour, my Emanuel, fay,

Have not thy eye-lids mark'd my painful toil,

The wild confufions of my fhatter'd powers,

And broken fluttering thoughts ? Had thou notfeen

Each
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Each reftlefs atom that with vexing influence

Works thro' the mafs of man ? Each noxious juice,

Each ferment that infects the vital humours,
That heaves the veins with huge difquietude

And fpreads the tumult wide ? Do they not lie

Beneath thy view, and all within thy reach ?

Yes, all at thy command, and mud obey
Thy fovereign couch : Thy touch is health and life,

And harmony to nature'sjarring firings.

When fhall my midnight fighs and morning groans

Rife thro' the heights of heaven, and reach thy ear

Propitious ? See, my fpirit's feeble powers
Exhal'd and breathing upward to thy throne,

Like early incenfe climbing through the fky

From the warm altar. When mail grace and peace
Dcfcend with bleffings, like an evening fhower

On the parch'd defarr, and renew my bloom ?

Or mud thy creature breathe his foul away
In fruitlefs groans, and die ?

Come, bleft Phyfician, come attend the moan
Of a poor fuffering wretch, a plaintive worm,
Crufh'd in the duft and helplefs. O defcend,

Array 'd in power and love, and bid me rife.

Incarnate goodnefs, fend thy influence down
To thefe low regions of mortality

Where thou haft dwelt, and clad in fiefhly weeds

Learnt fympathetic forrows ; fend and heal

My long and fore diflrefs. Ten thoufand praifes

Attend Thee : David's harp is ready fining

For the Mejfiah's* name : A winged flight

Offongs harmonious, and new honours wait

The fleps of moving mercy.

Enccurag'd

* At this time my imitation of David's pfalms in chriftian language

was net haif done : Ai faft as 1 recovered ftrength after this long 111—

lief*, I applied mjf«H by degrees to finifh it.
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Encouraged to hope for Health in May.
December 17 12.

CONFIN'D to fit in filence, here I wafte

The golden hours of youth. If once I ftir*

And reach at active life, what fudden tremors

Shake my whole frame, and all the poor machine

Lies fluttering ! What ftrange wild convulfive force

O'er powers at once the members and the will I

Here am 1 bound in chains, a ufelefs load

Of breathing clay, a burden to the feat

That bears thefe limbs, a borderer on the grave.

Poor (late of vvorthlefs being ! While the lamp
Of glimmering life burns languifhing and dim,

The flamejuft hovering o'er the dying fnuff

With doubtful alternations, half disjoin'd,

And ready to expire with every blait.

Yet my fond friends would fpeak a word of hope

:

Love would forbid defpair :
" Look out, they cry

" Beyond thefe glooming damps, while winter hangs
" Heavy en nature, and congeals her powers :

" Look cheerful forward to the vital influence
u Of the returning fpring 5" 1 rouze my thoughts

At friendfhip's facred voice, I fend my foul

To diflant expectation, and fupporc

The painful interval with poor amufements.

My watch, the folitary kind companion
Of my imprifonmenr, rnv faithful watch
Hangs by j and with a fhort repeated found
Beats like the pulfe of time, and numbers off

My woes, a long fucceffion -, while the finger

Slow-moving, points out the flow-moving minutes i

The flower hand, the hours. O thou dear engine,

Thou little brafs accomptant of my life,

Would but the mighty wheels of heaven and nature

Once
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Once imitate thy movements, how my hand
Should drive thy dented piniofls round their centres

With more than ten-fold flight, and whirl away
Thefe clouded wintry funs, thefe tedious moons,
Thefe midnights ; every ftar fhould fpeed its race,-,

And the flow Bears precipitate their way
Around the frozen pole : Then promis'd health

That rides with rofy cheek and blooming grace

On a May fun-beam fhould attend me here

Before to-morrow fheds its evening dew.

Ah foolifh ravings of a fruitlefs wifh

And fpirif too impatient ! Know'ft thou not,

My foul, the power that made thee ? He alone

Who form'd the fpheres, rolls them in deftin'd rouhd-S

Unchangeable. Adore, and truit, and fear him :

He is the Lord of life; Addrefs his throne,

And wait before his foot, with awful hope
SubmifTive ; at his touch diftemper flies :

His eyelids fend beams of immortal youth

Thro' heaven's bright regions. His all-powerful Word
Can create healthj and bid the bleffing come
Amid the wintry froft, when nature feems

Congeal'd in death ; or with a fovereign frown

(Tho' nature blooms all round) he can forbid

The bleffing in the fpring, and chain thee dowri

To pains, and maladies, and grievous bondage
Thro' all the circling feafons.

The 'Wearlfome Weeks of Sickness,

17.1a, or 17 13,

THUS pafs my days away. The cheerful fiifl

RoJs round and gilds the world with lightlbmc

Alas, in vain to me ; cut off alike [beams*

From the blefs'd labours, and the ^oys of life ;

While my fad minutes in their tircfome train

Serve but to number out mv heavy forrowi;

D By
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By night I count the clock ; perhaps eleven,

Or twelve, or one ; then with a wiihful figh

Call on the ling'ring hours, come two} come five

:

When willthe day-light come ? Make hafte, ye mornings,

Ye evening fhadows hade ; wear out thefe days,

Thefe tedious rounds of ficknefs, and conclude

The weary week for ever

Then the fweet day of i acred reft returns,

Sweet day of reft, devote to God and heaven,

And heavenly buiinefs, purpofes divine,

Angelic work ; but not to me returns

Reft with the day : Ten thoufand hurrying thoughts

Bear me away tumultuous far from heaven

And heavenly work. In vain I heave, and toil,

And wreftle with my inward foes in vain,

O'erpower'd and vanquifh'd ftill : They drag me down
From things celeftial, and confine my fenfe

To prefent maladies. Unhappy ftate,

Where the poor fpirin is fubdu'd to endure

Unholy idlenefs, a painful abfence

From God, and heaven, and angels blefTed work,

And bound to bear the agonies and woes

That fickly flefli and fhatter'd nerves impofe.

How long, O Lord, how long !

A Hymn of Praise for Recovery.

APPY for man, that the (low circling moons
And long revolving lealbns meafure out

The tirefome pains of nature ! Prefent woes

Have their fweet periods. Eafe and cheerful health

With flow approach (fo Providence ordains)

Revifit their forfaken manficn here,

And days of ufeful life diltufe their dawn
O'er the dark cortage of my weary foul.

My vital powers refume their vigor now,

My fpirit feeis her freedom, fhakes her wings,

Exults and fpatiates o'er a thoufand fcenes,

Surveys
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Surveys the world, and with full flretch of thought
Grafps her ideas ; while impatient zeal

Awakes my tongue to praile. What mortal voice

Or mortal hand can render to my Gob
The tribute due ? What altars fhall I raife ?

What grand infeription to proclaim his mercy
In living lines ? Where fhall 1 find a victim

Meet to be offered to his fovereign love,

And folemnize the worfhip and the joy ?

Search well, my foul, through all the dark recedes

Of nature and felf- love, the plies, the folds,

And hollow winding caverns of the hearr,

Where flattery hides our fins j fearch out the foes

Of thy Almighty friend j what lawlefs paflions,

What vain defires, what vicious turns of thought
Lurk there unheeded : Bring them forth to view*,

And facrifice the rebels to his honours*
Well hedeferves this worfhip at thy hands*

Who pardons thy pad follies* who reftores

Thy mould'ring fabric, and withholds thy life

From the near borders of a gaping grave.

Almighty Power, I love thee, blifsful name.

My Healer God \ and may my inmoft heart

Love and adore for ever ! O 'tis good
To wait fubmiffive at thy holy throne,

To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear

Thy frowns and filence with a patient foul,

The hand of mercy is not fhort to favej

Nor is the ear of heavenly pity deaf

To mortal cries. It notie'd all my groans*

And fighs, and long complaints, with wife delay.

Tho* painful to the fufferer, and thy hand

Jn proper moment brought defir'd relief.

Rife from my couch* ye late enfeebled limbs,

Prove your new ftreogth, and fhew th' effective fkill

Of the Divine Phyfician ; bear awav

D s this
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This tottering body to his facred threfhold :

There laden with his honours, let me bow
Before his feet ; let me pronounce his grace,

Pronounce falvation thro' his dying Son,

And teach this finful world the Saviour's name.
Then rife, ray hymning foul, on holy notes

Tow'rd his high throne; awake, my choiceft fongs.

Run echoing round the roof, and while you pay
The folemn vows of my diftrefsful hours,

A thoufand friendly lips fhall aid the praife,

Jefus, great advocate, whole pitying eye

Saw my long anguifh, and with melting heart

And powerful intercefnon, fpread'ft my woes

With all my groans before the Father-God,

Bear up my praifcs now ; thy holy incenfe

Shall hallow all my facrifice of joy,

And bring thefe accents grateful to his ear.

My heart and life, my lips and every power
Snatch'd from the grafp of death, I here devote

By thy blefs'd hands an offering to his name.

s Amen, Hallelujah.
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No. VI.

jin Elegiac Ode at the Death of Sir

Thomas Abney, Knight and yllderman of
London, Feb. 6, 1721-2, in the 83^ Tear of
his Age. Affixed tojbme Memoirs of his Life^

and irfcribed

¥0 the Lady Abney.

M A P A M,

Y<OUR grief is great and jail. It is not

in the power of verfe to charm it : Your com-
forts mini arife from a diviner fpring. My resi-

dence in your family hath made me a witnefs to

the luftre of Sir Thomas Abney's character,

and to the years of your felicity ; and I bear a

feniible mare in the ibrrows that are lhed on his

tomb.

The nation mourns a good man loft from the

midft of us, a public bleffing vanim'd from the

earth. The city mourns the lofs of a moft ex-

cellent magiftrate, a lure friend to virtue, and a

guardian to the public peace. The Church of

Christ mourns a beautiful pillar taken from

the fupport and ornament of the temple. All

thcfe are public forrows j but your lofs, Madam,
carries a pain in it, that mud: be unknown to all

but fuch as knew the domeflic virtues of the de-

ceafed.

Thofe who have the honor of your Ladyfhip's

acquaintance, can tell whence you derive your

daily confolations ; even from that world where

D 3 vour
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your departed relative drinks them at the foun-

tain head. O may thofe ftreams delcend in full

meafure hourly, and refrefh yourfelf and your

mourning houfe !

But if a verfe cannot give comfort to the Ih-
pig, yet it may do honor to the dead : and 'tis

for this reafon that your Ladyfhip defires a \cr{o

to attend theie few memorials of Sir Thomas
Aeney's life. His modefly hath concealed a

thoufand things from the world v/hich might
have flood as witnefles of his piety and goodnefs,

but he thought it fufficient that his record was
on high : yet your unfeigned love follows him
to the grave, and would do every thing that

might adorn his name and memory. Since you
have called me to this piece of iervice, the obli-

gations that your Ladyfhip hath laid upon me
are ilrong enough to fummon up my youthful

powers and talents, even when I look upon them
as buried and almoft forgotten.

Befides, Madam, there are fome occurrences

that can of themfelves rouze the mufe from the

deepeil Deep. Poely is not always under the

command of the will. As there have been oc-

casions heretofore when I have wifhed to write,

but the imagination has refufed to attend the

wi£b ; fo there are feafons when verfe comes ai-

med without a call, and the will might refifl in

vain. A few fuch feafons have I met with in

the courfe of my life, and fome of them have

found me even in the chambers of death. When
I have fpent days in the midfl: of mourning, and
the whole foul hath been turned to forrow, the

harp hath founded of its own accord, and awak-
ened
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cned all the doleful firings. Such was the hour

when your dear and honored brother Mr. Tho-
mas Guns ton departed this life ; and fuch is

the prefen t providence. Uncommon worth for-

faking our world, ftrikes all the powers of na-

ture with fentiments of honor and grief, and the

hand and the heart confent to raife a monument
of love and forrow.

Accept then, honored Madam, thefe lines of

elegy, as a llncere pledge of the greatefr. venera-

tion which my heart pays to the memory of Sir

Thomas Abney. How far foever the verfe

may fall below the theme, yet now it mufb al-

ways live, fince it is joined to thefe memoirs, and

attached to a character that cannot die. And
while fucceeding ages (hall read the honors due
to the deceafed, let them know alfo the gratitude

I pay to your LadyJJjip % for the iignal benefits of

many years conferred on

Your Ladyship's

Mod obliged, and

Obedient Servant,

/

I. WATTS,

E>4 At
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AT THE

Death of that excellent Man

Sir THOMAS ABNEY,

A Soliloquy, orMourning Meditation,

Quis defideriofit pudor aut modus

Tarn chari capitis f prcecipe lugubres

Cantus, Melpomene.

Ergone Ab n e i um perpetuusfopor

Urget ? Cui pudor & juftitiaforor

Incorruptafides , nudaque Veritas,

Quando ullum invefiientparem ? Hor f

PART. I.

His private Life,

I.

ABNEY expires. A general groan

Sounds through the houfe. How muf: a friend

[behave

"Where death and grief have rais'd their throne,

And the fad chambers feem th' apartments of the

[grave 5

II.

Shall I appear among the chief

Of mourners, wailing o'er the dear deceas'd ?

Or mud I feek to charm their grief,

And in diftrefs of foul to comfort the diftrefs'd \

III. I
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III.

I mourn by turns, and comfort too :

He that can feel, can eafe another's fmart

;

The drops of fympathetic woe
Convey the heavenly cordial warmer to the heart,

IV,

We mourn a thoufand joys deceas'd,

We name the hujband with a mournful tongue ;

He, when the powers of life decreas'd,

Felt the diviner flames of love forever young,

V.

Thrice happy man ! Thrice happy pair !

If love could bid approaching death remove,
The painful name of widow here

Had ever been unknown : But death is deaf to love,

VI.

* Albina mourns, fhe mourns alone,

Her grief unnval'd in a houfe of tears,

The partner of her foul is gone,

Who doubled all her joys, and half iuftain'd her cares,

VII.

See the fair offspring of the dead,

With their young griefs Albina they inclofe,

Befide the father s dying bed ;

And as her woes increafe, their love and duty grows,

VIII.

The children feel the mother's pain,

Dawn their pale cheeks the trickling forrows roll ;

The

* The Lady Abney.
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The mother fees and weeps again,

With all the tender pafiionsftruggiing in her foul,

IX.

The tender paflions reign and fpread

Thro' the whole houfe, and to the courts defcend :

We mourn the belt of brothers dead ;

We mourn the kindeft majier> and the firmed friend*

We mourn ; but not as wretches do,

Where vicious lives all hope in death deftroy

:

A falling tear is nature's due ;

But hope climbs high, and borders on celeflial joy*

XI.

There fits the late departed faint ;

There dwells the hufband, father, brother, friend :

Then let us ceafe the fore complaint,

Or mingled with our groans let notes of praife afcend,

XII.

Great God, to thee we raife our fong,

Thine were the graces that enrich'd his mind 5

We blefs thee, that he fhone fo long,

And left fo fair a track, of pious life behind.

PART
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PART II.

His Public Character and Death,

I.

BUT can domeftic forrov/ fhew
A nation's lois ? Can private tears fufrice

To mourn the faint and ruler too,

Great names, fo rarely join'd below the blilsful fides ?

IL

Could Abney in our world be born,

Could Abney live, and not Britannia fmile ?

Or die, and not Britannia mourn,
When fuch ethereal worth left our degenerate ifle ?

III.

'Twas heavenly wifdom, zeal divine,

Taught him the balance and the fword to hold :

His looks with facredjuftice fhine

Beyond the fcarlet honors, or the wreathen gold.

IV.

Truth, freedom, courage, prudence flood

Attending, when he fill'd the folemn chair :

He knew no friendfhips, birth, nor blood,

Nor wealth, nor gay attire, when criminals were there.

V.

He fign'd their doom with Heady hand ;

Yet drops of pity from his eyelids roll :

He punim'J to reform the land,

With terror on his brow, and mercy in his foul,

VI. His



do Memoirs of Dr. Watts,

VI.

His tongue was much unfkill'd to chide

;

Soft were his lips, and all his language fweet :

His foul difdain'd the airs of pride,

Yet love and reverence greet him thro' the crouded

[ftreet,

VII.

Godlike he liv'd and acted here,

Moving unfeen, and dill fublimely great;

Yet when his country claim'd his care,

Defcending he appear'd, and bore the pomp of ilate*

VIII.

He more than once oblig'd the throne,

And fav'd the nation j yet he (hun'd the fame,

Carelefs to make his merit known.
The chrijlian hath enough, that heaven records his

[name.

IX.

His humble foul convers'd on high ;

Heaven was his hope, his reft, his native home :

His treafures lay above the fky ;

Much he poflels'd on earth, but more in worlds to

[come.
X.

With filent fteps he trac'd the way
To the fair courts of light, his wifh'd abode ;

Nor would he afk a moment's (lay,

Nor make the convoy wait, that call'd his foul to

[God.
XI.

See the good man with head reclin'd,

And peaceful heart, refign his precious breath :

No
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No guilty thoughts opprefs his mind ;

Calm and krene his life, ferene and calm his death."

XII.

Laden with honors and with years,

His vigorous virtue fhot a youthful ray ;

And while he ends his race, appears,

Bright as the fetting fun of a long cloudlefs dayJ

XIII.

Spent with the toil of bufy hours,

Nature retir'd, and life funk down to fleep :

Come, drefs the bed with fadelefs flowers,

Come, angels, round his tomb immortal vigils keep-

XIV.

The heart of every Briton rears

A monument to Abney's fpotlefs fame ;

The pencil faints, the mufe defpairs j

His country's grief and love muft eternize his name.

Sic cecinit mcerens^

Inter mcerores domejiicos^

fit patria fna lucluS)

i. W.

**~K£x||tQ<—

No. VII.
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No. VII.

To Lucius, on the Death of Serena,

DEAR SIR,

iJOME of thcfe vcrfes attempted to footti

your forrovvs in a melancholy and diitrefling

hour : They were all nnifhed near the fame

time, and united in this form, though they have

thus long lain in iilence, nor ventured to prefent

themfelves to you. I am almoft in pain already,

left, they mould awake your heart-ake, by a re-

collection of fome dear mournful images, and

vanilbed fcenes of grief. Let thefe lines rather

call your views upward to the better manfions of

your abfent kindred, and awaken you to aim.

every flep of life toward thofe regions of holinefs

and joy. Adieu, and be happy.

I am, Sir,

Your's, &c.

I) e a t h and Heaven,

In Five Lyrick Odes.

ODE. I.

The Spirit's Farcivel to the Body after long Sicknefs.

I.

HOW am I held a prifoner now,

Far from my God ! This mortal chain

Binds me to forrow : All below

Is fhort-liv'd eafe or tirefome pain.

J I. When
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II.

When (hall that wond'rous hour appear,

Which frees me from this dark abode,

To Jive at large in regions, where

Nor cloud nor veil fliall hide my God ?

III.

Farewel this flefh, thefe fears, thefe eyes,

Thefe fhares and fetters of the mind ;

My Gqd, nor let this frame arife

Till every dull be well refin'd.

IV.

Jesus, who mak'fl: our nature's whole,

Mould me a body like thy own :

Then fhall it better ferve my foul

la works of praife and worlds unknown.

O D E II.

Tbe Departing Moment j or, Abfent from the Body,

I.

ABSENT from flelh ! O blifsful thought !

What unknown joys this moment brings I

Freed from the mifchiefs fin hath wrought,

From pains, and tears, and all their fprings.

II.

Abfent from flefh ! illuftrious day !

Surprifing fcene ! triumphant ftroke,

That rends the prifon of my clay,

And I ean feel my fetters broke !

Ill, Abfent



$4 Memoirs, of Dr. Watts;

III,

Ahfeat from fiefn I Then rife, my foul,

Where feet or wings could never climb>

Beyond the heavens where planets roll,

Meafuring the cares and joys of time.

IV.

I go where God and glory fhine J

His prefence makes eternal day.

Mv all that's mortal I refign,

For Uriel waits and points my way,

ODE III.

Entrance into Paradife ; or, Prefent with the Lord.

f.

AND is this heaven ? And am I there \

How fhort the road I how fwift the flight

!

i am all life, all eye, all ear ;

Jesus is here,—my foul's delight.

II.

Is this the heavenly friend who hung
In blood and anguifh on the tree,

Whom Paul proclaim'd, whom David fungj

Who dy'd for them, who dy'd for me ?

III.

How fair thou offspring of my God !

Thou firft-born image of his face !

Thv death procur'd this bled abode,

Thy viral beams adorn the place,

IV. La,
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IV.

Lo, lie prefents me at the throne

All fpotlefs; there the Godhead reigns

Sublime and peaceful through the Son :

Awake, my voice, in heavenly {trains.

O D E IV.

The Sight of God in Heaven.

I.

CREATOR-GOD, eternal light,

Fountain of good, tremendous power,

Ocean of wonders, blifsful fight !

Beauty and love unknown before

!

II.

Thy grace, thy nature, all unknown
In yon dark region whence I came ;

Where languid glimpfes from thy throne

And feeble whifpers teach thy name.

III.

I'm in a worlo
1 where all is new ;

Myfelf, my God ; O bled amaze !

Not my beft hopes or willies knew
To form a fhadow of this grace,

IV.

Fix'd on my God, my heart, adore :

My reftlefs thoughts, forbear to rove :

Ye meaner paffions, ftir no more ;

But all my powers be joy and love.

ODE V
E
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O D E V.

^Funeral Ode at the Interment of the Bccly.

Suppofed to beJung by the Mourners.

I.

UNVEIL thy bofom, faithful tomb $

Take this new treafure to thy truft,

And give thefe facred relicks room
To leek a Dumber in the duft.

II.

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear

Invade thy bounds. No mortal woes

Can reach the lovely deeper here,

And angels watch her fofc repofe.

III.

So Jesus flept : God's dying Son
Pail thro' the grave, and bled the bed.

Reft here, fair faint -, till from his throne

The morning break and pierce the fhade*

IV.

Break from his throne, illuftrious morn j

Attend, O earth, his fovereign word $

Reftore thy truft, a glorious form ;

She mull afcend to meet her Lord.

->08§>GX—

No. VIII.
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No. VIII.

On the Coronation of their Majefties King George
II. and Queen Caroline, QEiober u, 1727.

the Coronation-Day. An Ode.

RISE, happy morn ; fair fun, arife ;

Shed radiant gold around the fkieSj,

And rich in beams and blefTings fhine

Profufe on George and Caroline.

IL

Illuftrious pair ! no tear to-day

Bedew the royal parents clay !

J
Tis George the bleft remounts the throne^

With double vigour in his fon.

III.

Lo, the majeftic form appears,

Sparkling in life and manly years:

The kingdom's pride, the nation's choice*

And heaven approves Britannia's voice<>

IV.

Monarch, afiume thy powers, and Hand
The guardian-hero of our land :

Let Albion's fons thy ftyle proclaim,

And diftant realms revere thy name.

V.

Bear on thy brows th' imperial crown j

Rebellion dies beneath thy frown ;

A thoufand gems of luftre fried

Their lights and honours round thy head.

E 2 Vl. Life
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VI.

Life up thy rod of majefty,*

The foes of God and man mall flee :

Vice with her execrable band

Shakes at the iword in George's hand.

VII.

Law, juflice, valour, mercy ride

In arms of triumph at his fide :

And each celeftial grace is fezn

In milder glories round the Queen.

VIII.

Hail, royal fair ! divinely wife !

Not Auftrian crowns f could tempt thy eyes

To part with truth. 'Twas brave difdain,

When Caesar figh'd, and lov'd in vain.

IX.

But heaven provides a rich reward :

George is thy lover and thy lord :

The Britijh lion bears thy fame,

Where Auftrian eagles have no name.

X.

See the fair train of princes near :

Come, Frederick, royal youth, appear,

And grace the day. Shall foreign charms
Still hold thee from thy country's arms,

XL

Britain, thy country ? Prince arife,

The morning flar to gild our fkies j

(O may
* The fceptre.

f Aichducal and Impeiia!
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(O may no cloud thy luftre ftain !)

Come lead along the fhining train,

xir.

Each in parental virtues drefs'd,

Each born to make a nation blefe'd :

What kings, what heroes yet ungrown,

Shall court the hymphs to grace their throne,

!

XIII.

Mark that young branch* of rifing fame,

Proud of our great deliverer's name :

He promifes in infant bloom,

To fcourge fome tyrant power of Rome.

XIV.

Bloom on, fair ftem ! Each flower tliat blows.,

Adds new del pair to Albion 's foes.

And kills their hearts. O glorious view

Ofjoys for Albion, ever new !

XV.

Religion, duty, truth and love,

In ranks of honours fhine and move ;

Pale envy, (lander, fraud and fp ; te,

Retire, and hide in caves of night.

XVI.

Europe, behold the amazing fcene :

Empire and Liberty convene

To join their joys and wifhes here,

While Rome and Hell con fen t to fear.

E 3 XVII. Eternal

» Prince Wili,iam.
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XVII.

Eternal God, whefe boundlefs fway

Angels and ftarry worlds obey,

Command thy choiceft favours down,

Where thy own hands have fix'd the crown*

XVIII.

Come, light divine, and grace unknown^
Come, aid the labours of the throne :

Let Britain's golden ages run,

In circles lading as the fun.

XIX.

Bid fome bright legion from the fky

Aflilt the glad folemnity :

Ye hofts that wait on favorite kings,

Wave your broad fvvords, and clap your wings,

XX.

Then rife, and to your realms convey

The glorious tidings of the day :

Great William fhall rejoice to know,

That George the fecond reigns below.

No. IX.

Redemption.

I,

THE mighty frame of glorious grace,

That brighter!: monument of praife

That e'er the God of love defign'd,

Employs and fills my labouring mind.
II. Bern-
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II.

Begin, my mufe, the heavenly fongx

A burden for an angel's tongue :

When Gabriel founds ihefe awful things^

He tunes and fummons all his firings,

III,

Proclaim inimitable love :

Jefus the Lord of worlds above,

Puts off the beams of bright array,,

And veils the God in mortal clay.

What black reproach defil'd his name,

When with our fin he took our fbame !

The Power whom kneeling angels bleit

Is made the impious rabble's jeft.

He that diftributes crowns and. thrones,

Hangs on a tree and bleeds and groans s

The Prince of Life refigns his breath,

The King of Glory bows to death.

VI.

But fee the wonders of his power,

He triumphs in his dying hour,

And whilft by Satan's rage he fell.

He dafht the rifing hopes of hell.

VII.

Thus were the hofls of death fubdu'd,

And fin was drown'd in Jefus* blood
\

Then he arofe, and reigns above.

And conquers finners bv his love.

E 4 No. X,
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No. X.

Complaint and Hope under great Pain. 1736,

I.

LORD, I am pain'd $ but I refign

To thy fuperior will :

Tis grace, 'tis wifdom all divine,

Appoints the pains I feel.

II.

Dark are thy ways of Providence,

While thofe that love thee groan :

Thy reafons lie conceal'd from fenfe^

Myiterious and unknown.

III.

Yet nature may have leave to fpeak,

And plead before her God,
I^eft the o'erburden'd heart fliould breaU

Beneath thy heavy rod.

IV.

Will nothing but fuch daily pain

Secure my foul from hell ?

Can ft thou not make my health attain

Thy kind defigns as well ?

How (hall my tongue proclaim thy grace

While thus at home confin'd ?

What can I write, while painful flefh

Hangs heavy on the mind ?

VI. Thcfe
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VI.

Thefe groans and fighs, and flowing tears.

Give my poor fpirit eafe,

While every groan my .Father hears.

And every tear he fees.

VII.

Is not fome fmiling hour at hand

Wirh peace upon it's wings ?

Give it, O God, thy fwift command,
With all the joys it brings.

No. XI.

The Diamond painted,

HOW wide and unhappy a miflake it is

when chriftians endeavour to adorn their

pure divine worpip by the mixture of it with

cerejnonies of human invention. The fymbolical

ordinanances of the gofpel have a noble fimpli-

city in them : Their mate?'ials are water, bread

and wine, three of the mod neceflary and valu-

able things in human life ; and their myfticfenfe

is plain, natural and eafy. By water we are

cleanfed when we have been defiled ; £6 by the

grace of the holy Spirit we are purified from (in,

which pollutes our fouls in the fight of God,
By bread we are fed when we are hungry, and

nourifhed into itrength for fervice : By wine we
are refrefhed and revived when thirfty and faint-

ing; lb from the body of Chrifi which was bro-

ken as an atoning facrifice, and his blood which

was poured out for us, we derive our Spiritual

life
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life and ftrength. The application of thefe fym~

bols is mod fimple, and natural alfo : We are

commanded to wafh with the water, to eat the

bread, and to drink the wine : moil proper re-

prefentations of our participation of thefe bene-

fits.

Thus much of figures and emblems did the

all-wife God think proper to appoint and con-

tinue in his church, when he brake the yoke of

Jewljh bondage, and aboliihed a multitude of

rites and ceremonies of his own ancient appoint-

ment. How plain, how natural, how glorious,,

how divine are thefe two chrijlian inflitutions,

Baptifm and the Lords Supper, if furveyed and

practifed in their original fimplicity ! but they

are debafed by the addition of any fantaftic orna-

ments.

What think ye of all the gaudy trappings and.

golden finery that is mingled with the chrijlian

worfhip by the imaginations of men in the

church of Rome f Are they not like fo many
fpots and blemifhes caft upon a fair jewel by fome

foolifh painter ? Let the colours be never fo

fprightly and glowing, and theluflre of the paint

never fo rich, yet if you place them on a dia-

mond they are (pots and blemifhes flill. Is not

this a juft emblem to reprefent all the gay airs,

and rich and glittering accoutrements wherewith

the church of Rome hath furrounded her devo-

tions and her public religion ?

The reformers of our worfhip in the church

of England were much of this mind, for they

boldly pafs this cenfure on many of the Popijh

ceremonies, that they entered into the church by

imdijcrect
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widifcreet devotion and zeal without knowledge :

They blinded the people, aud obfcufed the glory of

God, and are worthy to be cut away and clean re^

jeBed : That they did more confound and darken,

than declare andJetforth Chrifts benefits unto us,

and reduced us again to a ceremonial law, like that

of Mcfes, and to the bondage offigures andfva-
dows : This is their fentence and judgment con-

cerning many of the Romifi rites, in the preface

to the book of co?mnon prayer. Happy had it

been for Great Britain if they had thought fo

concerning all of them, fince they had all the

fame or a worfe original, and they all tend to the

fame unhappy end ! However, let others take

their liberty of colouring all their jewels with

what greens and purples and fcarlets they pleafe ;

but for my own part I like a diamond befr. that

}}as no paint upon it.

->off|«©<—
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SECOND APPENDIX.

From a Life of Dr. Watts, by Samuel Palmer.

No. I.

An authentic Account of Dr. Watts's lafi

'avowed fentimenls concerning the Doclrine of
the Trinity, the Deity o/Xhrist, &c.

OF all the controverfies which have been

agitated in the chriftian church, there is

fcarcely any one that has been more conitantly

kept up, or conducted with greater warmth, or

with a more intemperate and unchriftian zeal,

than that of the Trinity, or the Divinity of the

Son and Spirit of God. It is unneceiTary to re-

late the different opinions which have been held

on thefe fubjects, or to mention the names of

their authors or principal abettors.

It is well known to moil readers how the

Trinitarian ccntroverfy was revived in Dr. IVatts"^

time, both anions: the Clersnr of the eftablimed.

church, and the DiiTenting minifters, and to

what height matters were carried by the con-

tending parties. Some yet living well remem-
ber, what it might be wimed mould for ever be

forgotten, the animofities which prevailed at the

meetings of the London miniflers at Salters

Hall, on the bulinefs of Subfcription to a Teit

propofed for afcertaining the orthodoxy of thofe

that belonged to that body, with refpect to thefe

points of doctrine. Many
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Many of thofe who had been always under-

flood to believe them refufed to fubfcribe any

Teft whatever, and of this number was Dr.

Watts, who, though he was in the main in the

orthodox faith, and had written in defence of it,

did not choofe to fet his hand to any human for-

mularies, which might be the occafion of in-

vidious diftinctions and unchriftian feparations

among brethren.

In this, as well as other difpu table matters,

the natural mildnefs of his temper, and his en-

larged charity, which was the confequence of

his impartial inveftigation of fo difficult a fub-

ject, led him to act the part of a moderator.

In his book entitled Orthodoxy and Charity

united, he had a view to this doctrine amonr*

others, and inferted an Efiay to fhew the room
there is for mutual forbearance and candor.

This moderation which the Doctor profefTed

and maintained, led fome party-zealots to fup-

pofe that he had departed from the faith, and
there were thofe who fcrupled not to call him
an A?~ian.

The truth of the matter was, that he no more
deferved this opprobrious name than thofe who
ftigmatized him with it ; tho' it muil be owned,
that his manner of conceiving and explaining

fome things relating to the Trinitarian doctrine

was different from that of the generality of thofe

who were called orthodox.

In the younger part of life he feemed to em-
brace the doctrine as it had been commonly fe-
ted, and had no objection to the ufual modes of

expreflion in relation to it. But, as it was not

his
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his character to take any thing upon trull, he
indulged a freedom of enquiry with refpect to

this fubject of debate, as well as every other,

and the confequence was, he faw reafon to alter

his views concerning it.

With what feriouihefs and humility he con-

ducted his enquiries, and how earneftly he de-

fired to know the truth, appears from a piece

found among his manufcripts, entitled A Solemn

Addrefs to the great and ever-blejfed God, &c.
which is printed in the fourth volume of his

works, and of which we ihall hereafter give a

copy at length.

It has been confidently aflerted byfome Anti-

trinitarians, that the Doctor before his death was

come over to their party, and that he left fome

papers behind him, containing a recantation of

his former fentiments, which his executors

thought it moil prudent to fupprefs. A report

of this kind was lately revived, with the men-
tion of fome remarkable circumftances in con-

firmation of it, in the Monthly Review, of which

we mall take fome diftinct notice hereafter.

Some zealous patrons of the moft rigid ortho-

doxy, unwilling to have fo eminent a divine as

Dr. Watts numbered among the apoftates from

it, have zealoufly maintained fuch reports as the

above to be mere fictions ; others have allowed

that he might have expreffed himfelf unguarded-

ly, and that he had adopted fome modes of fpeech

in confident with his former views on the fub-

ject ; but have endeavoured to exculpate him by

urging the decay of his faculties, through age

and interne application to ftudy. And others

have
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have allowed that he had indeed for a time given

into Anti-trinitarian fentiments, but that before

his death he was happily recovered to the right

faith. As a proof of the reality of his conver-

fion one Mr. Toplady, in a periodical publica-

tion, was ram enough to print a Hymn of the

Doctors on the Deity of Chriit, which he fan-

cied bore the evident marks of the infirmities of

age. But unhappily for this writer thefe were

in reality the infirmities of youth : for this

Hymn was actually infer ted in the firft edition

of the Lyric Poems, and by the author himfelf

left out of the fubfequent ones. This circum-
stance Dr. Gibbons has particularly mentioned,

with a fevere and juft cenfure of Mr. Toplady,

both for his temerity in publifhing this hymn as

the production of the author's old age, and alio

for his groundlefs afiertions refpecting the decay

of his mental faculties.

Dr. Gibbons however has taken care to avoid

faying any thing which might lead to a difcove-

ry with reference to any alteration of Dr. Watts's

fentiments about the Trinity -, which occafioned

fome unknown writer to addrefs to him a letter

in the Wejlminfter Magazine, of which it may
not be amifs to infert a copy, which is as fol-

iows.

" To the Rev. Dr. Gibbons.

« REV. SIR,

1N your <f Memoirs" of the truly great

and excellent Dr. Watts, you certainly did right

in attempting to rectify any miitakes into which
the

'
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the Public had been led, concerning him or fek

writings, by any erroneous accounts ifiued from
the pens of ignorant or evil-defigning men. I

was glad to find that you had fo well refuted the

idle ftories which have been fo generally report-

ed and credited concerning the Doctor's " lols

of his intellects" in the latter part of his life, and
" his ftrange chimeras of fancy," which a late

Biographer (you fay Mr. I'oplady) hath retailed

much to his difadvantage. I was alfo glad that

you had expofed a palpable " miftake" (if not

pious fraud) of the fame writer refpedting a po-

etical piece of the Doctor's " on the Sufferings

and Glory of Christ," as one of the lateft of

his compofures, p. 313.
But I am greatly furprifed to find that you

have palled over in total filence a matter of far

greater moment than either of thefe, which the

fame writer mentions, with equal confidence, in

the very fame paper ; and for the fake of which
alone this Poem is introduced. " He tells us,

*' that the Doctor had fallen into erroneous no-

tions with refpect to the Doctrine of the Trinity

—but that God had mercy upon him before he

left the world, and recovered him to the ortho-

dox faith :" and as a proof of this he produces

the above Hymn, which he fays, " to the beft

of his knowledge, had never before appeared in

print, and which feems, from the unfinished

itate in which he left it, to have been one of the

laft products of his poetical pen." Give me
leave, Sir, to fay, that it appears to me, and oth-

ers of your readers, very extraordinary that you

thould have thought it worth your while to ani-

madvert
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madvert (and that with fome degree of feverity
j

upon a chronological error of fiich ftnall in

portance in itfelf, and to ufe lb many word*:

fatisfy us that the Doclor wrote this piece in ear-

ly life, and to account for its being omitted in

the later editions of his Poems ; and yet that you
mould not have faid " one word" refpedling Ci the

grand matter of fact" for the fuppcrt of which
this piece is produced, and for which only the

latenefs of its date is aiTerted. From your total

filence with regard to the fact itfelf, your read-

ers, who have feen Mr. TophJy's account, are

riot merely left in a ilate of fufpenfe ; but, as

you have, by proving the early date of this Po-
em, removed his only argument that Dr. Waits
was recovered from his fuppofed errors before

his death, you have left us to conclude that he

died in them : and, moreover, bv maintaining
" the foundnefs of his intellects," you have de-

prived his friends and admirers of a plea which
has often been " charitably" urged in his favour.

Thus have you left the " Sabellians" to triumph,

as having the mature judgment, the dying fenti-

ments of the learned, the pious, the impartial

Waifs on their iide ; for his later publications

leem moil to favour the " Sabellian" fcheme.

It has been pretty generally reported, that the

Doctor left fome papers to be publimed after his

death, containing his lair. Sentiments on that4ub-

jecl, which had been the object of his laborious

and impartial enquiry through a great part of

his life ; but his executors thought it moll pru-

dent to fuppreTs, if not deflroy them. The
Public have a right to 2$L you. Sir, what was

F the
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the real matter of fad ? You juftly obferve, that

" perfons who attempt to communicate to the

public the memoirs of deceafed peribns, ought
to make themfelves acquainted with their wri-
tings, dates," &c. And furely thofe who write

the lives of eminent Divines, ihould be acquaint-

ed with, and ready to communicate, what was

molt remarkable concerning their religious fen-

timents, and the refult of their enquiries after

truth : an object, let me fay, of far greater

importance, and more worthy of being known,
than the highefl degree of " poetical" merit. It

would not be a mere matter of " curiofity" to

know the lafl fentiments of fo great and good a

man as Dr. JVaits, with regard to the Trinity ->

but it would have had a very important tenden-

cy to aflift others in forming their judgment on
fuch a capital article of Chriflian faith. It

would likewife tend to remove the prejudices,

and abate the cenfures, of many againft thofe

who cannot afTent to the popular opinions (or

rather the popular " phrafeology") to be inform-

ed (if indeed it be fo) that even Dr. Watts him-
felf, who had been under ftrong and early pre-

judices in their favour, and had written in defence

of them, was obliged at length to give them up.

As, on the other hand, if it be true (as Mr.
rfoplady affirms) that though this eminent Di-

vine had departed from the Catholic Doctrine

for a time, he was reclaimed before he died -
y the

knowledge of it, together with the occafion of

his fall, and the means of his recovery, might be

inilrumental to guard others againft, and recover

them from, the fame erroneous opinions.
« After
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" After all that you have told us concerning

your great intimacy with Dr. Watts, and your

minute acquaintance with the circumftances of

his death (even to the appearance of his ccrpfe

in the coffin) it cannot be fuppofed that you
fhould be a ir.ran?er to this affair. And ^ive me
leave to fay, that candor and juftice call upon you
to declare what you know concerning it. You
tell us of the Doclor what is much to his hon-
our (p. 136) " that thofe prime and radical con-

ftituents of a truly good character, " Truth,"
and " Sincerity," were very confpicuous in him $

and that you never obferved him, in any of his

converfes, in the leafl degree affect to conceal or

difguife any fentimental differences in religion

between himfelf and others -, but on the^ other

hand, he appeared quite open and free to a. de-

claration of them, whenever an occasion offered."

Why then mould his Biographer make any fe-

cret of them ? Your " open and free declaration"

refpecting the fubject of this Letter is effentiallv

neceffary to your fupporting the character of

which you are juftly ambitious, the difciple and

the friend of Dr. Watts -

y which that you may,
is the wifh of,

Rev. Sir,

Your obedient fervant,

W M S MS N.
W—*m—» r, Nor. 7, 1780.

F 2 To
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To this letter ihe good Doctor did not thrnk
proper to give any anfwer. Nor has he, nor
any one eife, refuted the afiertions above referred

to. From hence many will be inclined to give

them credit.

But though it is undeniable that Dr. Watts
did not continue in the feme views of the fubject

which he ente. tained in the early part of his life,

there is np deciiiye evidence that he materially

altered his fentiments concerning the Trinitarian

doctrine within any ihort fpace of his death, and

it is highly improbable that lie mould. He had

for many years made this point the fubject. of his

laborious and impartial ftudy, and within about

two years of his difTolution he pubiiihed the re-

fult of his enquiries, from which it is fcarcely

credible that he mould in fo ihort a time have

greatly deviated.

Dr. Watts died Nov. 25, 1748. His book

entitled Ufeful and Important QueJtioHs concerning

jrfi/s Chriji the Son of God, is dated 1746. And
the fame year (mod probably towards the clofe

of it) he pointed another work, in which he fur-

ther illuftrates and defends his opirion concern-

ing the perfon of Chrift, entitled T^he Glory of
Chriji as God-man difplayed, &c.

Confidering how many years the Doctor had

made this fubject his ftudy, how deliberate he

was in forming his fentiments, and how cautious

he was of publiming them to the world, it feems

moft natural to look for his laft fentiments on

this much difputed point in thefe two pieces j

and the rather as the book which was written

agairift; him on the Aridn iide by Mr. I'omkins

(which
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(which might be thought mod likely to have

made him a convert, if he had been one) was

printed previous to either of thefe.'*

It is certain thefe pieces contain the lad au-

thentic account of his fentiments, as avowed by

himfelf, and therefore till forhe SecHFve proof be

brought of a fubfequent recantation, the view

which thefe books give of the matter, ihight

juftly be conGder-d as Dr; Watts's lad thought?

on the fubject of the Trinity.

From thefe it is abundantly evident that he

had not given into the Avian or iSoctman hypo-

thecs, for he expreffes himfelf drongly againft

both, and maintains portions inconfiftent with,

cither. But it mud at the fcrrrie time be allowed

that he evidently appears to have deviated from

the mod commonly received opinions, concern-

ing the Son and Spirit of God, though he main-

tained the true Divinity of both, which he did

upon fuch grounds as he thought bed fecured

every tiling eflehtial to the doctrine and mofl ef-

fectually obviated the objections of its oppo-

nents.

It is true, fome bdtH among the Orthodox and

the .Heterodox confidered him as having in thefe

publications given up the point ; the former be-

came he differed from them in his manner of

explaining it, and the latter becaufe he admitted

the force of fome of their objections to it, and

freely gave up what he thought untenable, and

F
3

perhaps

* The titi^ nf this work was, A Sober Appeal to a Tu> h or an Indian,

concerning tVe plain fenfe ofVcripture rel'ntin >sj to the Pi iuity. Beingan
Anfwev to T>r. 1. Waits's late book entitled The Chtillian Doclripe of

the Trinity, &c. affeited and proved by plain evuitnte of fcripty're with*

out the aid or incumbrance o! human iiliemes.
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perhaps efpecially becaufe he exercifed more
candour towards them than the defenders of the

Trinitarian doctrine had ufually done. But it is

exceedingly ftrange that the friends of orthodoxy

fhould difown a man as a brother, and coniider

him as an apoflate and an enemy, becaufe he re-

prefents things in a manner different from them-
felves, and maintains them on different grounds.

And it is equally ftrange, at leafr. equally unwar-
rantable, that the patrons of hsrefy (as it has

commonly been called) fhould infift upon it that

a man is on their fide merely becaufe he does

not go all the lengths of their opponents, or

yields to the force of fome of their objections :

but more efpecially that they mould draw fuch an

inference from the candour he exercifes to them :

but mod of all that they mould take occafion

from the moderation of any one who profeffes

himfclf orthodox in the main, to insinuate any

thing to his diiadvantage in point of fincerity.

Thus it was with refpect to Dr. Watts, and

thus it has been with refpect to others of the

like moderate principles.*

It is furpriiing that they who lay fo much
ftrefs upon candour, and are fo fevere againfb big-

otry, fhould themfelves act fo uncandid a part.

Nothing is more common than for thofe who
call themfelves rational\ to condemn the bigotry

of the orthodox, for their ftrenuons adherence to

every iota in the orthodox fyflem, and their want
of charity towards thofe who differ, which they

will fay might be exercifed coniiitently with the

firmeft

* Dr. DoJAr'hlge was in this predicament. See the notice he takes ef
\'. in a Letter of which Air. Orton has given a copy in his I .iff.
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firmeft attachment to orthodoxy ; and yet if any

of the orthodox fhew themfelves ready to make
fome abatements, and appear to exercife candour

towards thofe of different fentiments, thefe gen-

tlemen will have it that they muft, in their

hearts, be on their fide, and impeach their fin-

cerity in not joining their party ; which they are

willing to attribute to a fordid attachment to

their fecular intereft, or to any thing rather than

to a real moderation in principle, of which bigots

on both fides feem to deny the exifbence.

Whether there be in reality fuch a moderation,

by which botlvOrtbodoxy andCharity may be main-

tained,* and what that is, may pofiibly appear

from a reprefentation of Dr. Watts 's fentiments

as contained in his two lafl publications now
mentioned; which through the intemperate

zeal of oppofite parties feem not to have met
with the attention they deferved, and to be now
but little known.
The Preface to the firft of the above pieces

v/e (hall here tranfcribe at length. It is as fol-

lows. " It cannot be of much importance for

the reader to be informed who was the writer of
thefe papers : yet if it will be any fatisfaction,

the author himfeif prefumes to fay, It is one who
has fpent many years of his life in diligent en-

quiries into the facred doctrines of the gofpel,

by a conftant and laborious fearch of the holy

fcriptures ; nor is he afhamed to add, with con-
tinual application to the God of all light and
grace for the inftrudtion of his Holy Spirit, that

he might better underfland the things difcovered

F 4 in

* Ser a hte nUe performance, entitled Primitive Cant'our, &c.
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in his word, He alfo takes the freedom to fr/

thefe papers are the product of that part of his

life when his powers of mind and body we're infull

vigour.\ The author has fometimes been ready

to fuppofe, that feveral of the Quefcions here

propofed may be very ufeful towards the further

explaining fome of thofe parts offcripture which
have been lefs fludied, efpecially concerning God
the Father, and the Divine and human natures

of his Son Jefus Chrifl, whom to know, to trull;

in, and to love, is eternal life : and he thinks

he can fafely appeal to God concerning the hon-
efly and fmcerity of his own endeavours, to give

a faithful anfwer to all thefe enquiries, according

to the cleared light he could find in the holy

fcrip tiires.

" Fie has one favour to beg of his readers, and

that is, that they would not examine any of thefe

papers by the mere dictates of their own reafon-

ing powers, for the fubject. is a mere matter of

divine revelation ; nor that they would take the

fentiments or fchemes of elder or later writers,

whether Schoolmen or Fathers, or Divines of

any party, for a perfect, ten: of truth and ortho-

doxy in thefe facred fubjects.

" Yet he freely and delightfully confefTes thefe

following articles borrowed from the Athanafian

Creed, viz. " We believe and confefs the Lord
" Jefus Chrift the Son of God is both God and
*' Man ; God of the fame fubftance with the
*' Father, a Man of the fubftance of his mother,

-f-
This is 3 fnrTicient anfwer to thofe who would exculpate the Doetc:

for his deviation from the beaten track by urging the decay ot his facul-

ties.
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* ( born into the world, perfect God and perfect

" Man ; of a reafonable foul, and human flefh

" fubii fling together : Equal to the Father as

" touching his Godhead, and yet inferior to the

" Father, as touching his manhood : One, not
" by converfion of the Godhead into the flefh,

" but by taking of the manhood into God, Jo as

** to become one*perfonal agent or one perfon : and
" as the reafonable foul and flefh is one man, fo
•*' God and man are one Chrift, who faffs

" for our falvation," &c.
" Though I freely and cheerfully acknow-

ledge all this, yet I take no human writings for

a tell of the divinity or truth of my opinions :

And I could wifh all my readers would lay afide

all other teachers, belides the mere writers of

the holy fcriptures, in fuch enquiries, where the

light of thefe divine truths will alio fhine bright-

eft, which are not to be known by the mere
light of nature, but are entirely to be learned by
the revelation of God to his Son Jefus Chrift,

and to his holy apoftles.

" And if this practice be fincerely purfued, the

author humbly hopes thefe papers may find ac-

ceptance among the diligent and honeft enquir-

ers after truth, fo far at leaft as to have his un-
willing miftakes pitied and forgiven, and his

fincere endeavours accepted, to make known the

fcriptures to his fellow-cb.rilT.ians in thofe import-

ant articles that relate to God the Father and his

Son Jefus Chrift our Lord, which are of fo much
importance toward our falvation.

" Yet finally to avoid all objections and dan-
gers of mi (lake, I think it may be proper here

to
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to take notice, that there have been generally two
ways among our Proteftant Divines allowed to

explain the Filiation or Sonfhip of our Lord Je-
fus Chrift, in his Divine nature; the one if, the

real and fupernatural, which is granted to be ut-

terly incompreheniible, relating chiefly to the

-nature of the Father and the Son • the other is

fcriptural and (Economical, relating chiefly to

their characters or offices in our falvation, which
is more ealy to be underftood.

" I muir. acknowledge I incline moft to the

fecond, becaufe this •allows the moft perfect equa-

lity, even Onenefs or Samenefs in the Godhead,

whether applied to the Father ov the Son, and

thus it maintains the true Godhead itielf to be

underived and felf-exiftent in both ; and' upon
this fuppofition I believe the fecond of thefe

writers have been always efteemed perfectly found

and orthodox as well as the firft/'

In this preface, as there are the ffcriking evi-

dences of the greateft humility and candour, as

well as the moft ardent love of truth, Co the

intelligent reader, who is at all veried in the Tri-

nitarian controverfy, will eafily perceive that Dr.

Watts differed from the generality of the ortho-

dox, who maintain " that Chrift as God was
" the Son of the Father, derived from him or

" begotten by him, and therefore really a dif-

" tine! perfon, or agent from the Father, but ncv-

" erthelefs equal to him in all perfections ;" and

that his idea of the Divinity of Chrift was, " that-

the Godhead, the Deity itfelfi perfonally difiinguijh-

ed as the Father, was united to the man Chrift.

fefas, in e'lifequence of which union, or indwelling

of
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of the Godheady he became properly God."* And
it is evident from the fequel of this performance,

and from a fubfequent publication, he conceived

this union to have fubiifted before the Saviour's

appearance in the fiefh, and that the human foul

ofChrifl exi/kd with the Father from before the

foundation of the world ; on which ground he

maintains the real defcent of Chrift from heaven

to earth, and the whole fcenecf his humiliation,

which he thought incompatible with the com-
mon opinion concerning him.

As to tht?Wofy Spirit the Doctor feems not to

have held the common notion of his real perfon-

ality, as diftinct from the Father, fuppoiing it

to mean the divine power or influence, or God
himfslf as exerting his influence. But we have

now particularly to do with the perfon of Chrift;

which is the principal fubject of the publications

now under coniideration.

It is no part of our defign to condemn or con-
firm the Doctor's opinions on this point, but

merely to reprefent them, and mew wherein they

differed from the generality of other orthodox di-

vines, and to give a brief view of the arguments
by which he fupported them.

In his Important Quefiiohs concerning fcfus
the Son of Gody the Firft which he propofes is

this—" What is the true meaning of the Name
" Son of God, given to Chriil in the New Tefh-
" ment ; and efpecially where the belief of It i

•

il made neceffarv to iaivatioo?"

In

* Dr. Doddridge Teems to have held the fame fcntimeots> which wer.;

lately revived in a contmverfy ocrafi-med by a pnhlication or '.he late Mr,
Benjamin Fawcett, entitled Candid Re/kdious, &u
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In § I. he mentions the various fenfes giver*

to this term by different writers, and obfetves,

that the nrft of them is patronized by many, viz.

" that it includes an eternal unconceivable gene-
" ration of the perfon of the Son by the per fori

" of the Father, in the famenefs of the Divine-

" effence, confubftantial, coequal, and coe^ernal

" with the Father."
' But I am perfuaded (fays he) this can never

' be the knft of this name in thofe feveral texts

' before cited [where believing in the Son of
4 God is faid to be neceflary to falvation] for

' (i) If this be never fo true, yet it is confeffed

* to be unconceivable : and I do not think the

' gracious God would put fuch a difficult ted
' upon the faith of young difciples, poor illiter-

* ate meiiand women.— (2) Nor is this clearly

f enough revealed for us to make it a fundamen-
' tal article in any age, and to damn all who do
* not receive it.— (3) There have been fome pi-

* ous.and learned men in feveral ages, who have
f acknowledged Ch rift's true Godhead, and yet
e have fuppofed that the Sonfllip of Chrifl re-

* ferred rather to his human naturet or to his office

' of MeJJiah\ than to fuch an eternal generation.

* There are fome fuch in our age, and I will

' never pronounce an anathema upon them.'

After having mentioned feveral other fenfes

in which the term Son of God is ufed in fcrip-

ture, he fpeaks of this laft, as what he believes

to be its moil common acceptation, (p.. 16)

efpecially where the belief of it is made neceflary

to falvation. Having in § 2, urged feveral ar-

guments to confirm this feme, heftat.es fome ob-

jections
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je&ions § 3, and produces various paiiages from

icripture in w*hich * Chrift is called the Son of

* God, and God is faid to be his Father, wherein
* we cannot fuppofe the Godhead of Chrift is or
* can be deiigned, v. g.

' John v. 1 3, 19. When the Jews had made
* 2l ftrange inference, and charged Chrift with
* making himfelf equal to God, becaufe he call-

' ed God his Father, he anfwercd, Verily verily

* Ifiy unto you, tie Son can do nothing ofhimfelf,
* but what he fecth the Father do, &c. This is

* not an expreffion which reprefents the Son as

' the true and eternal God, or that grants their

* inference -, for it is plain that this expreffion

' reprefents him under a degree of impotence and
* dependence -, that he could do nothing of himfelf.

' Nay this contradicts their inference, and denies

* his equality with God rather than confirms or
* allows it. The fenfe of this expreffion may be
' learned from John viii. 38. Though there are

* fome expreffions in that paragraph to (ver. 30.)
* which feem ffiperior to the character of any
* mere creature, and which would hardly have
* been applied to Chrift the man, if not united
' to Godhead, yet Chrift confidered as the Son of
' God is throughout reprefented as dependent
* on the Father for all, and receiving all from
' the Father, which is hardly confident with the
* idea of fupreme Godhead, if that were included
* in Son (hip.

* John v. 30. I can of myfelf do nothing. I
* fell not mine own wilL (vi. 38.) I came down
«from heaven not to do mine own will hut the will
* of him that pent me. This does not found like

* the
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' the language of Godhead, which is fupreme and
' independent, and can do all things of itfelf, and
' by its own will. Ch. xiv. 28. My Father is

* greater than I. ver. 31. As the Father gave
* me commandment evenJo I do. Ch. xvii. 5. Fa-
* ther glorify me, &c. Mark xiii. 32. Of that

* day and hour knoweth—not the Son, but the

* Father, &c. &c. All this implies inferiority

* and dependence. 1. Cor. xv. 38. 'Then jhall
4 the Son alfo himfelf befubjeB to him, that God
* may be all in all. This is a character of too

* much inferiority for Godhead. The argument
' ftands thus : If the Son of God be true God,
* confidered as a Son, then he is originally and
* neceilarily Lord of all, and it mull be faid it is

* by his own voluntary condefcenfion that he is

* fo far depreffed and humbled by the ceconomy
' as to become the Father's deputy and vicege-

* rent, and when that ceconomy ceafes, he is of
' courfe exalted to his equality with the Father,

* and to his eilen tial and natural Lordmip over all.

' But the reprefentation of St. Paul is juftthecon-
' trary . In many parts ofhis writings, particularly

' Phil. ii. he mews that the Son of God is not
' depreMed but exalted by the ceconomy to the

* kingdom. And he tells us in this text that

' when the Son gives up this ceconomical king-
' dom, he comes again into fubje&ion : then Jhall

' the Son himjelf be fubjefi to the Father ; which
* plainly mews that, confidered as a Son, he is

' naturally fubject to the Father, and that at the

' end of this ceconomical exaltation he fhall re-

* turn to his natural lubjection and mail be fo

' for ever, when God appears all in all.

* This
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* This text will not prove that Chriit is not
* God, for he is fo by personal union to

* the divine nature : he is God manifeft in thejlejh.

' He is God and man in one complex peribn.
f But this text, I think, does prove that his Son-
< jhip doth not include Godhead. In this and
* many other texts his Sonfhip may be better re-

* ferred to his inferior nature, or to his offices.

* And this will free us from thofe embarrafi-
c ments to which we have teen driven, to keep
4 up the fublime idea of Godhead in thefe fcrip-

* tares which call him a Son, and at the fame
' time carry fo much of dependence and inferi-

* ority in them.'

The Doctor's Third queflion (which leads to

the difcovery of his opinion concerning the pre-

exiftence of the human foul ' of Chrift) is this,

*' Could the Son of God properly enter into a
" Covenant with his Father, to do and fuffer

" what was neceffary to our redemption, with-
'* out a human foul ?"

* It is granted (fays he) that the generality of
' our chriftian writers believe that it was only
c the divine nature or Godhead of Chrift which
* had an exigence before he was conceived of the
* Virgin Mary, and became incarnate

j yet when-
* foever they would reprefent the exceeding great

* love of the Father in fending his Son into our
' world, that he might fuffer and die for us, and
* defcribe the tranfcendent love of Chrift, in

' comin? into the world and fubmitting to death
' for our lakes, they ufually repfefent it in fuch
* language as can never agree^vith his Dhine
6 nature, in any propriety p#f fpeech, but only to

' /'
< the
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* the pre-exiftent human foul of Chrift, with
' its defcent into fiefh and blood, and the fuffer-

* ings of this human foul for us. And it is evi-

* dent that the fcripture itfelf leads them plain -

* ly to fuch a reprefentation of things—fo that
4 they are led by the force of truth into fuch ex-
' preflions as are hardly confident with their

'own profefTed opinions.' He here quotes fome
paffages from Mr. Flavel and others, which
fpeak of the abafement of Chrift, and the hu-
miliating change which he pafled through, which
are totally inapplicable to Godhead.

' Now if we fuppofe (fays he) the human foul

* of Chrift to have a pre-exiftent ftate of joy and
* glory with the Father before the world was
' created, thefe expreflions are great and noble,

'arejuftand true, and have a happy propriety

* in them to fet forth the tranfcendent love of
c the Father in fending his Son, and of the Son
' of God in coming from heaven and leaving the
e joys and glories of his Father's immediate pre-
* fence, to take on him flefti and blood, and fuf-

' fer fhame, lbrrow, pain, anguifti of flefli and
4 fpirit, {harp agonies and the pangs of death.

' And this love is exceedingly enhanced while
* we coniider that this human foul of Chrift
( was perfonally united to the divine nature, fo

« that hereby God himfelf becomes manifefted
e in the flefli.

' But on the other hind, if we fuppofe noth-
' ing but the pure divine, nature of Chrift to exift

* before his incapnation, then all thefe expreflions

* ieem to have very lfttle juftice or propriety in
'' them : for the olivine nature of Chrift (how

< diftincT;
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* diftinct. foever it is fuppofed to be from God
c the Father) yet can never leave the Father's

' bofom, can never diveft itfelf of any one joy or
' felicity that it was ever poflefTed of ; nor could
' God the Father ever difmifs the divine nature
* of his Son from his bofom. Godhead mull
c have eternal and complete beatitude and glory,

* and can never be difpoffefTed of it. Godhead
* can fuftain no real forrow or iufferings.—Nei-
* ther could the human nature leave the bofom
* of the Father if it had no prior exigence.

—

{ But now if we conceive the foul of Chriif, in
4
its pre-exiftent ftate, as thejirft born of every

' creature , to come forth from the Father and
* come into the world (John xvi. 28.) to part

* with the glories and joys it poffeffed, to dwell
* In a feeble manfion of flefh, of pain and forrow.
* and fuftain the pangs of a curfed death, &C*
* this is amazing love indeed -, this has a furpri-

' fing and fenfible reality in it, and mould awak-
s en all the powers of our fouls to admire and
* adore both Go© the Father for fending him,
' and his Son for conferring to fuch abafement.

' There is another and a very remarkable in-
* fiance, wherein our Proteftant divines, in a
1 very juft and affecting manner reprefent the
' Covenant of Redemption, between the
' Father and the Son, according to fcripture,

' upon the fuppofition of the pre-exiftence of
' Chrift's human foul : But according to the
* common or fcholafKc explication of the doc-
' trine of Perfons in the Trinity, we can have
* no ideas under all their glorious and affection-

' ate reprefentations of this tranfaclion.

G 'The
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' The common or fcholailic explication of
1 the Trinity, which has been long and univer-
* fill ly received and been called orthodox, is,

* That God is but one fimple, infinite and eter-

' nal Spirit : Hence it follows, that the divine

' eflence, powers, and effential properties of the
e Father, the Son, and the Spirit in the God-
' head are numerically the very fame. That it

* is the fame numerical confcioufnefs, under-
1 (landing, will and power, which belongs to

' the Father, that alio belongs to the Son, and
c to the Holy Spirit : and that the facred three

' are diftinguifhed only by the iuperadded rela-

' tive properties of paternity, filiation and pre-
' cefnon ; but their thoughts, ideas, volitions
1 and agencies, according to this hypothecs, muft
' be the very fame numerical thoughts, &c. in

* all the three.'

The Doctor then proceeds to give an extract

from a fermon of Mr. F/ave/, which he highly

approves, relating to the Covenant of Redemp-
tion, in which he reprefents " the perfons tranf-

" acting with each other ; the bufmefs tranfact-

" ed ; the quality of the tranfa&ion as foederal;
<{ the Father promifing to fupport and reward
" the Son, the Son promifing to obey the Fa-
*' ther's call to fufTer, &c. and the articles to

" which they agree, &c. &c." He further ob-

ferves, that the author reprefents this trania&ion

in a way of Dialogue, and then remarks thus :

e In reading fuch accounts of ftipuiations and
' contract between the Father and the Son, be-
e
fore the foundation of the world, what proper

* conceptions can we frame, or what clear ideas
4 can
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1 can we poffibly have, while we fiippofe nothing
* but Chrift's divine nature tranfacling this af-

c fair with the Father, and while we believe the

* divine eifence, perfections, and powers, the
c underftanding, will, thought, and confciouf-

* nefs of the Father and the Son, to be numeri-
' cally one and the fame ? fince in the Godhead
' they are but one and the fame infinite fpirit ? The
* mere perfonalities, paternity and filiation, can-
* not confult and tranfacl: in a way of contract*

' propofal and confent : [which can only be
' done by] two diftind: confcioufhefles and wills.

' Further, one of thefe beings or perfons cov-
' enanting, feems to be inferior to the other, and
€ to be capable of receiving orders, commiflion,
' fupport and recompenfe from the other : But
* if only the Deity of Chrift exifted, and his De-
* ity and the Father's have but one numerical
' confcioufnefs and volition, one power and glo-

' ry, what need of orders and commiffions, or of
' promifes of fupport and recompenfe ? Plow
' can pure Godhead be fupported or recompen-
* fed ?—What pofiible difference can we con-
' ceive between the love of the Father in fending

' the Son, and the love of the Son in confent-

' ing—And how doth this abate our grand ideas
€ of the diftincl: and condefcending love of our
* blelfed Saviour, in his confent to this covenant,

* fince that part of him which really fuffered,

' i. e. his inferior nature, had then no exiflence?
1 But on the other hand, if we give ourfelves

' leave to conceive of the human foul of Chrift

' in its pre-exiftent ftate, as the ^wlorexof, thejirfi

'form ofevery creature (Col.i. 15. Rev. iii. 14.)

G 2 * and
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' and intimately united to the eternal God, theft

' here are proper fubje&s for thefe fcederal tranf-

' actions, and a moft glorious and divine cove-
' nant it was, between the Father and the Son,
* for the falvation of poor ruined man.—Thus
' Chrifl:, when he cameforth from the Father
* and came into the world, really laid afide that

' glory which he had with the Father before the
* world was, and though he was rich, yet for our
' fakes became poor.—Every thing coincides ad-
' mirably well in this fcheme, and anfwers the
' various expreilions of fcripture on this fubjecr,

' without ilraining the words by needlefs tropes

' and figures : It becomes fo plain that he that
( runs tnay read, and every private chriftian may
' understand thefe early grounds and foundations
' of his hope.'

The Fourth Quefiion which the Doctor pro-

pofes is this : " Is the Godhead of Chrifr, and
" the Godhead of the Father, one and the
" fame ?" *

He anfwers in the affirmative, and proves it

by the following arguments. ' (i.) If the di-

' vine nature of Chrifl be another diftinct prin^-

* ciple of felf-confcioufnefs and volition, another
* diftinct. fpiritual being, or another fpirit, this

' approaches fo near the doctrine of another
* God, that it is very hard to diftinguiih it. For
i fo far as our ideas of arithmetic and reaibn can
c reach, this feerns to be a plain truth,—If one
{
infinite fpirit be one God, two or three infinite

<
fpirits mull be two or three Gods. (2.) The

* God

* Or, in other wants, is the D'-ity of Chrift, or the being to whom
'.he humanity of Chrift is united, Gcd the fatter ?
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* God of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, the God
1 of Ifrael, the Almighty, Jehovah, is the pro-
' per ftyle and title by which God the Father
* was known under the Old Teftament, andun-
' der thefe he often appeared to the Patriarchs

;

* yet it is agreed by all Trinitarians, that it was
* Jefus Chrift that appeared to them andaffumed
' thefe titles. (3.) Several pillages of the Old
' Teftament cited by the writers of the New
* Teftament, and applied to Chrift, do evidently
' refer to the great one God, the God of Iftael,.

* whom all before the days of Chrift muft fup-
* pofe to mean God the Father of ^//.-^Thefc
' texts are properly applied to Chrift, if we fup-
< pofe the Godhead of the Father and of Chrift
' to be the fame, and that the Man Christ
* Jesus was the SHEKINAHor Habit a-'

* tion of the great GOD, intimately and
' perfonally united to him. In this fenfe Chrift
' was Emmanuel, or GOD with us.—-But the
* application of thefe texts to Chrift will fcarcely

* prove the Godhead of Chrift, unlefs it be the
* fame with that of the Father. (4.) When
' Chrift expreffes his own Godhead, it is by de-
' claring his onenefs with ^FATHER. I and
' the FATFIER are one. He that hath feen me
< hath feen the FATHER. / am in the FA-
' THER, and the FATHER in me. "The FA-
« THER IN ME doth the work. It is not rea-

* fonable to fuppofe he would have always ufed
' thefe modes of fpeaking, if he himfelf had ,an-
c other Godhead [or if he as man had been uni-
' ted to a fecond perfon in the Godhead and not

' to the FATHER.] (5.) On this fuppofitkm

g 7 ' i
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6 I do not fee how the Trinitarians can folve the

* difficulties which arife from thofe fcriptures

* where God the Father is reprefented as the

' only true God, and under that idea diftinguifhed

* from Jefus Chrift. John xvii. 3. 1 Cor. viii.

* 6. Eph. iv. 5, 6. Ifaiabxliv. 6, 8. xlv. 21,

'22. (6.) When our Saviour foretold that his

* difciples mould leave him alone, he adds, (John
' xvi. 32.) Andyet I am not alone, becaufe THE
* FATHER is with me. If his Godhead had
* been diftinct from that of the Father, he need-

ed not the prefence of the Father for his fup-

' port i his own Godhead would have been iuffi-

1
cient...

'- On the whole, whatever unknown diftinc-

* tions there may be in the divine nature, to lay

« a foundation for God's difcovery of himfelf

* under three perfonal characters, as the Father,

* the Word, and the Floly Ghoft, yet the God-
* head of the Father feems to be the fame one
* infinite and eternal Spirit, which under fome
* peculiar diftinction or relation, is united to the

* Man Chrift Jefus ; and hereby Jefus becomes
* one with God, 6cc. By this means the great

* and fundamental article of all religion, the

< UNITY of the true God is maintained invio-

( lable, and thus we moil effectually preclude all

* the objections and cavils of the Arian and So-

* cinian writers again ft the doctrine of the blef-

< fed Trinity, and the Deity of Chrift, as though
' this doctrine introduced more Gods than one.

i For if we fuppofe the Man Jefus Chrift, in his

* foul and body, tobebothan intellectual and cor-

* poreal SHEKINAH, or habitation of the one
s God,
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;* God, the God of Ifrael, we may juftly call

* Jefus Chrifl God manifijl in the flefh ; a man
' in whom dwells all tbe< fulnefs of the Godhead

'bodily -

f a man of the feed ofDavid, and yet God
' over all blejfedfor ever. Nor is there lb much
as the fhadow of 6ur owning two or three

' Gods, which has heen too often, with fome
e appearance of reafon, charged upon fome other
' modes of explaining this facred doctrine.'

From thefe extracts from Dr. JVatts's own
writings, it is plain to every intelligent reader,

what his fentiments concerning the Deity of

Chrift were. It is evident that he did not give

into Arianifm, which makes Chrifr. to be another

and inferior God, diflinct from the fupreme,

nor into Socinianif/n, which denies the pre-exift-

ence of the Son of God , At the fame time it is

equally evident, that he had departed from what
are generally called the orthodox fentiments ; or

rather, perhaps it mould be faid, from the com-
mon manner of explaining them ; by which how-
ever, he himfelf at leaf! thought he maintained

genuine orthodoxy to the bed: advantage.

This firft publication clofes with An Essay
on the Importa77cc of any human Schemes to ex-

plain the J'acred Doffrme of the 'Trinity, mewing,
* I. That no fuch fcheme of explication is ne-
* ceflary to falvation. II. That it may yet be
' of great ufe to the Chriliian Church. Ill, But
* all fuch explications ought to be propofed with
' modefty to the world, and never impofed on
* the confeience.'

At the end of this eflay are the following re-

marks, which are fubmitted to the reader's im-

partial reflections. G4 * Thefe
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-Thefe accidental inconveniences [ariiing

* from religious controversies] are not a iuliicient

' reafon for our fupine and perpetual content-
' ment with confufed fentiments and unintelli-

' gible fpeeches about the modus of iacred truths,

if clearer ideas are any way attainable. There
* are juft and ftrong motives that may excite us
e
to fearch into the deep things of God, and to

c propofe our improvements in knowledge to the
* world and the church, though there are no
' reafon s fufficient to impel us to impoie our im-
' proved notions on others, or to raife conten-
* tions and quarrels on the account of them.
* All our illuft rations or clearer conception of
' this fublime doctrine, which God may have
* favoured us with, mould be propofed with
' great modefty, with a humble fenfe of our fallible

' natures,—and with a zealous care to maintain
' all thofe\ praSl'leal regards to the Holy Trinity,
* which are of fo much greater importance.
' And if itvbe unreafonable to dictate to our fel-

* low chriflians on thefe myfterious points, how
' much more culpable is it to eftablifh any fpecial

* form of human explication of tliis facred doc-
' trine, as a Tejl of Orthodoxy and Chrijlianity I

' and to forbid any the bleffings of fpecial com-
' munion in the gofpel , unlets they teftify their

* affent to fuch a particular hypothefis, or fcheme
' of explication, which the impofers confefs to

* be human, and yet impofe it in their own pre-
* fcribedform of words.

' The perfons who are guilty of this uncha-
' ritable practice, may confecrate their impofi-
c tions and excommunications with holy names.

* and
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c and call them pure Zeal for the Divinity of
' Chrijl ; but I fiifpect it will be found in the

* great day to deferve no better a character than
' a miftaken zeal for the honor of Chrilt, min-
* gled perhaps with zeal for the Divinity of their

' own notions, which they had incorporated with
* the plain and exprefs revelations of the God-
fj head of Jefus Chrifl our Lord. He that makes
' a private and particular explication of any doc-
* trine which is dark and doubtful in itfelf, and
* not clearly revealed in fcripture, as neceffary as

' the doctrine itfelf, which is plain and clearly

' revealed, puts the matter of faith and opinion on
f the fame foot, and intrudes too much upon the
< authority and kingdom of our Lord Jefus in

f his church/
—*s*@o<

—

I T was intended to have fubjoined an abftracl:

of Dr. Watts's fubfequent work on the fame fub-

ject, which appears to have been the lafl of his

publications, though the different parts of it

were drawn up at different times, and moil of

it many years before it came abroad. But as it

was feared this would fwell the prefent publica-

tion to an inconvenient fize, this deiign is laid

afide, and it mall fuffice to give a brief account

of the contents, with a few extracts.

It is entitled, The Glory of Chrifl as GOD-
MAN difplayed in Three Difcourfes. The Pre-

face contains a very modeft account of the au-

thor's defign, and befpeaks the candour and im-
partiality of the reader. The Contents are as

follows.

« Disc.
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' Disc. I. A Survey of the viiible Appearand
' ces of Chrift as God before his Incarnation.

'

' Disc. II. An Enquiry into the extenfive

' Powers of the human Nature of Chrift in its

f prefent glorified ftate. §. i. The Introduc-

tion. §.2. Scriptural Proofs oftheExalta-
' tion of the human Nature of Chrift, and the
c extenfive Capacities and Powers of his Soul in

< his glorified State. §.3. A Rational Account
* how the Man Jefus Chrift, united to God,
* may be vefted with fuch extenfive Powers.
' §. 4. Teftimonies from other Writers.

' Disc. III. An argument tracing the early

' exiftence of the human Soul of Chrift before

' the foundation of the world. §. J . Introduc-

' tion. §.2. Some Proportions leading to the

' Proof of the Doctrine propofed. §. 3. Argu-
' ments for the pre-exiftence of Chrift's human
' Soul drawn from various Considerations of
1 fome Things inferior to Godhead, which are

afcribed to him in Scripture, before and at his

* Incarnation. §. 4. Mifcellaneous Arguments
* to prove the fame Doctrine. §. 5. A Con-
« formation of it by Arguments drawn from the

* happy Confequences thereof, and the various

' Advantages of it to the Chriftian Religion.

' §. 6. Objections anfwered.—The modern Au~
' thors who have profeifed and defended it, viz.

* Dr. H. More, Dr. Edward Fowler, Ep. of
' Gloucejier, A Defence of his Difcourfe by a

* Prefhyter of the Church of England. Mr.
' Robert Flemming. Anonymous. Mr. Jofepb
< Hufey. Dr. Francis Gajlrell, Bifhop of Chef-.

s ter. Mr. Nclfons learned Friend againft Di\
< Clarke*
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* Clarke. Dr. Thomas Bennct. Dr. T/jo. Bur*
' net of Weftkington. Dr. Knight. Dr. Tho-
* mas Goodwin.

* Appendix. An Abridgment of a Difc. of
* Dr. i. Goodwin, on the Glories and Royalties

' that belong to Jefus Chrill, confidered as God-
' man.'

As the pre-exiitence of ChrifVs fpirit was the

grand point which the Doctor laboured to eftab-

lifh, in order to avoid the difficulties of the com-
mon fcheme, which either makes Deity to

fuffer, or makes the fuffering Saviour a mere man,

and thus coincides with Socinianifm, we mall

here prefent the reader with a view of the Doc-
tor's manner of arguing to prove this point.

Disc. III. §.3. He firtt argues from vari-

ous conjiderations offamething inferior to Godhead

afcribed to fefus Chriji before and at his Incarna-

tion, e. g. I. « Chrift is reprefented as his

* Father's meffenger, miniiter or angel, that was
« a diftincl being from his Father, lent by him
* to perform fuch actions and fervices for his

* people, long before his Incarnation, fome of
* which feem too low for the dignity of pure
« Godhead.'

II. ' Chriftwhen he came into this world, is

« faid to empty and diveft himfelf of fome glory
' which he had before his Incarnation. Now if

' nothing but his divine nature exifted before

* this time, this could not properly empty or di-

vefl itfelf of any glory ; therefore it mull be
* his inferior nature, or his human foul which
' did then exifl.' Under this head the Doctor

confiders that much diiputed pafoge, Phil. ii.
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5—7. which he interprets thus. ' Here the
1 apoftle's defign is to fet Chrift forth as a pat-
* tern of humility ; and this he doth by aggrandi-
* zing his former circumftances, and representing

' how he emptied himfelf of them, and appeared
' on earth in a very mean and low eftate. Who
« being in theform of God, thought it ?io robbery

* to be equal with God, i. e. his human foul, be-
* ing in union with his Godhead, was inverted

* with a God-like form and glory in all former
* ages -, thus he oftentimes appeared to the Pa-
* triarchs as the Angel of the Lord, and as God,
' or Jehovah, clothed with the divine SBekfhah,
* and fpake and acted like God himfelf. This
' feems to be theform of God which the apoftle

* fpeaks of. Nor did he think it any robbery or
4 prefumption fo to do, i. e. to appear and act-

' as God, fince he was united to the divine na-
* ture, and was in that fenfe one with God. Yet
c he emptied himfelf, i. e. he diverted himfelf of
4
this "God-like iorm or appearance, this divine

* Shekinah, and coming into the flefh he confent-

* ed to be made in the likenef pother fjien ; nay,

* he took upon him theform of a fervant, in-

* rtead of the form of God.'

III. * That very being which came down
* from heaven, and was lent of God into the

'-world, is reprefented as capable of having a

« will 'different from the will ofGod the Father,

* and therefore it muft be inferior to Godhead :

' now this could be no other but the will of his

* human foul.

IV. ' Chrift reprefents his own coming into
4 the world, and being lent either by the Father,

4 in
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* in fuch a manner as naturally leads one to fup-

* pofe he had a real and proper dwelling in an-
' other place, and in another manner, before he
* came into the world, and that he then changed
' his place and company, and manner of life -, all

' which feems more agreeable to a human fpirit

4 than to a divine peribn.'

The Doctor then, § 4. mentions various mif-

ccllaneous arguments to prove thefame doffrine, e. g.

I. * It feems needful that the foul of Chrifr.

' mould be pre-exiftent, that it might have op-
* portunity to give its previous actual confent to

' the great and painful undertaking of atonement
' for our fins. And indeed this voluntary con-
* fent of his to become incarnate and to fuffer is

* plainly reprefented in feveral places of fcrip-
s tare.' Pf. xl. 6, 7. Heb. x. 5, &c.

II. ' The Covenant between God the Father
* and his Son Jefus Chrift, for the redemption
( of mankind, is reprefented in fcripture as being
4 made from or before the foundation of the
* world. [Mull we not then fuppofe] that both
* parties mould be prefent, and that this fhould
' not be tranfacled merely within the divine ef-

* fence by fuch perfonalities as have no diftincl:

c mind and will ? The efTenceofGod is general

-

' ly agreed to be but one confcious mind or fpi-

* rit. Now can one lingle underfhnding and
' will make fuch a covenant ?'

III. * Chrift's coming into the world is al-

* ways exprerTed in fome corporeal language,
4 fuch as denotes his taking on him animal na-
' ture, or body, or flelh, without the leaft men-
' tion of taking a foul.'

IV. 'It
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IV. ' It is certain, that among the learned of
' the Jewifh nation, there was a tradition of the
' pre-exiftence of the foul of the Meffiah.'

V. ? Since it pleafed the Father to prepare a

* body for our Lord Jefus, by the overmadowing
* of the Holy Ghoft, and by a peculiar manner
* of conception, that he might be the Son of
' God in a fuperior fenie, with regard to his fiefi,
' fo it is not unreafonable to fuppofe that the
* foul of Chrift alio, which was to be united to
* Godhead, mould have this peculiar prerogative,

* to be derived immediately from God, before
* any creature- was made/

§ 5. Contains a confirmation of this doBrine

by arguments drawnfrom the various advantages

of it. After a full illustration of thefe, he fums
them up thus :

i There are many dark and dif-
6
ficult texts of fcripture which have puzzled

' interpreters in feveral ages, and which have
* hung heavy upon the various fchemes that fup-
' port the doctrine of the Deity of Chriil. Now
' fuppofe there could be one iingle clue found
* out, which leads us into fuch a folution of all

* ^hefe difficulties, and fuch an interpretation of
' thefe (captures, which has the following ad-
' vantages attending it, viz.—Which gives the
* moft natural and obvious and literal fenie, fo

' that every common reader that had no pre-
' conceived notions or fchemes of thought,
* would readily run into at the very hearing of
* it :—Which puts learned men to no trouble
' of figures and metaphors, fuch as Prolepfes, i. e.

' fpeaking of things before they are done ; or
' Catacbrefes, i, e. calling the eternal God, with-

« out
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c out actual union to human nature, a man, or
« an angel, &c—Which is raoft confident with
* and moll agreeable to all other parts of the word
' of God, both in the Old and New Teftament,
' renders the expofition of many other texts eafi-

' er and plainer than before, and fets the feveral

' parts of fcripture in a beautiful harmony :—

-

« Which interferes with no particular fcheme •

* divinity, and thus does not widen the common
' differences of the feveral parties of ChrifHans,
4 but freely allows each of them their own fenti-
« ments :—And yet which affifts us to anfwer
' the objections of our opponents againft the di-

'vinityofour bleffed Saviour, and alfo allures
< them to embrace the truth :—Which aggran-
' dizes the perfonal glories of our Lord Jefus
* Chrilf , and raiies his condefcention and love to
* mofl amazing degrees :—Which fpreads a new
' luftre over the whole gofpel of Chrift, and the
' various tranfaclions recorded in the word of
'God ;—I would humbly afk whether [fuch a
' fcheme] does not bid fair for the truth of the
' Gofpel, and the very meaning of the facred
' writers ? Such is the doctrine of the pre-exift-
* ence of the human foul of ChriuV
From the foregoing extracts it is fufficiently

evident what Dr. Watts's fentiments were with-
in a year or two of his death. The reader, how-
ever, is not to fuppofe, that thefe publications
were the effect of any fudden or recent change in

his views of thefe doarines ; for it is well known,
that he had many years before publicly avowed
fome peculiarity in his manner of conceiving and
of expreffing himfelf with refpect to them,°fo as

to
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to expofe himfelf to the cenfures of the more ri-

gid Trinitarians as favouring herefy. In his

Chrifiian Doctrine of the trinity, printed fo early

as the year 1722, he difcovered his inclination

to the Indwelling Scheme, on account of which
Mr. "T. Bradbury, in a letter 1725, charged him
with making " the Divinity of Chrift to evapo-
*' rate into a mere attribute," and after jeering at

his profefTed love of truth, writes to him thus :

*' It is pity after you have been more than thirty

" years a teacher of others, you are yet to learn

" the firft principles of the oracles of God.
" Was Dr. Cteuen's church to be taught another
" Jefus ? that the Son and Spirit were only two
" powers in the divine nature ?"

The Doctor replied with equal gentlenefs and

fkmnefs, telling Mr. Bradbury, among other

things, " That though the Doctrine of the Tri-
" nity be a firft principle, he never knew that

" the particular mode of explaining it was fuch
" a principle alfo." With refpect to the charge

of deftroying a trinity of per/on s, the Doctor an-

fwers thus. " I have often freely declared, and
" ftill declare, that I allow the greateft diftinc-

" tion pofTible between the facred three in the

" divine nature, which does not arife to three dif-

" tinct conlcious minds or fpirits. Makeitas great

" as you will fhort of this, and I acquielce. But
" then lince three diftinct confcious minds is the

" true idea of three proper literal perfons, what-
" ever falls inert of this can be but an analogic-
<c

al peribnality
;

yet if any man will call this

" a proper divine peribnality, though it is but

" fimilar to human personality, I will not con-
'

'' ten d aboil t word s an d names
." The
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The Doctor, unmoved by the injurious re-

flections and fierce oppofition of fuch of his bre-

thren who were flaves to human fyftems, refo-

lutely purfued his enquiries, and the refill t was*

that he faw further reafon to be diffatisfied with

the common modes of explaining the Trinity;

and he honeftly declared his different apprehen-

lions refpecling it. In the year 1721* he pub-

liihed his Sermons on various Subjects, in which
there is one entitled, T/j? Scale of Blefednefs '* or

blejjed Saints, blejjed Saviour, and blejfed 'trinity';

On the review of this difcourfe in the year 1720,
he few occafion to infert the following Note,

(Edition 6th, vol. i. p, 260.)
" This Difcourfe was delivered above twenty

" years ago ; and the reader will obferve ibme
" warmer efforts of imagination than riper years

" would indulge on a theme fo fublime and ab-
" ftrufe. Since I have fearched more frudioufly

** into this myftery of late, I have learned more
" of my own ignorance 5 fo that when I fpeak
*' of thefe unfearchabks, I abate much of my
*' younger affu ranee ; nor do my later thoughts
" venture fo far into the particular modes of ex-
" plaining this facred distinction in the Godhead.
" There appears to me good reafon to doubt,
" whether there can be three diftinct and difTer-

" ent principles of confcioufnefs, and three dif-

" tinct and different wills in the One God, the
" one infinite Spirit. I was afraid to affert it

" in this fermon heretofore* and I am more
u afraid to affert it now. Reafon and fcripture

" join to teach me, that there can be but one
" God, and this God is a Spirit. What dif-

H «' unctions
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" tinctions there may be in this one Spirit,

" I know not. Yet fince I am fully eftab-
(c lifhed in the belief of the Deity of the bleffed
S( Three, (though I know not the manner of ex-
" plication) I dare let this difcourfe appear now
" in the world, as being agreeable fo far to my
" prefent fentiments on this fubjeel:. A larger

" and more particular account of my mod ma-
" ture thoughts on the doctrine of the Holy
*' Trinity, may be (ecn in the laft fermon of my
" third volume."

From the above note it is plain, that Dr.

Watts had in fome refpects altered his views of

the fubjeel:. But fomc have taken occafion from

thence to propagate an idea, that he had entirely

given up the orthodox faith ; whereas nothing

more can be juftly inferred from it, than that he

had fomewhat altered his judgment with re-

fpect to the manner of exprefFing and maintain-

ing it. Nor does it appear that he materially

changed his fentiments afterwards. The more

he enquired into the matter, the more he was

confirmed in his opinion with reipect to the

moft perfect fimplicity of the divine nature, or

onenefs of the Godhead, and the pre-exhlence of

the derived nature of Chrift, and at different

times he wrote various EiTays on thefe fubjects,

which heat length, in the two laft years of his

life, revifed and put together in the two publi-

cations of which we have given an account.

From thefe, as it is plain he was not an Athana-

fian, it is equally fo that he was not either an

Arian or a Socinian. It is poffible however,

though not probable, that he might change his

fentiments
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fentimcnts after the publication of the above

pieces. That this was actually the cafe has late-
,

]y been confidently afferted by a writer in the

Monthly Review, who mentions fome refpectable

perfons as having been well acquainted with the

fact. We mall therefore produce the whole paf-

fage, and fubjoin fome remarks upon it.

This writer, in the review of Mr. Williams's

Colleffion of Pfalms, having quoted a paffage in

the preface to that work, before referred to, re-

flecting Dr. Watts, goes on to relate the follow-

ing anecdotes.*
'* That the Doctor had altered his opinion

" with refpect to fome points of what is called
4f Orthodoxy is undeniable. This is a fubject

" th.2.tfome of his encomiafts fhrink from with
" concealed mortification, and would if poflible
:< conlign to oblivion, as it cannot be remember-
" ed without bringing fome reflection either on
" the Doctor himfelf, or their own darling caufe.

" But it would be in vain to deny a fact known
" to many who were interefled in making it pub-
" lie. It was well known to Dr. Lardner, and
" by him communicated to the late excellent

" Mr. Merrival, of Exeter, from whofe mouth
" the writer of the prefent article immediately
" received it. Dr. Watts's papers (many of
" which contained the moft explicit renuncia-
" tion of fome of his former fentiments with
" refpect to the doctrine of the Trinity) were
" mutilated, and publifhed in a very imperfect
" manner. Some were wholly fupprejfed, and it

" was with difficulty that Dr. Doddridge could

H 2 " refcue

• Month. Rev. Feb, 1781, Vol. LXVI. p. 179.
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" refcue from deftrudtion a certain curious pa^

" per refpe&ing the Trinitarian controverfy, pub-
<{

lifh'ed among the pofthumous works, entitled

" A Solemn Addnfs to the Deity, &c. The
11 conduct of fome of Dr. Watts's friends in this

" cafe was fa difingenuous, that it called torth

"very loud complaints from thofe who were

" acquainted with the fecret : and it was but a

fi mort time before Dr. Doddridge embarked for

" Liibon that he complained to Mr. Merrival

" of unfair conduct both with refpect to Dr.
s< Watts and himfelf, to whofe charge, in con-

" junction with the late Dr. David Jennings,

" his papers were entrufted for publication/'

There is no reafon to queftion the veracity of

the writer of the above article, nor of the autho-

rities therein mentioned, but it is eafy to fuppofe

that reports made at fo great a diftance of time,

and which had pafied "through feveral hands,

might undergo feme material alterations. That

Dr. Watts left fome MSS. behind him to be

publifhcd by Dr. Doddridge and Dr. Jennings

is not denied. Some of thefe accordingly they

publifhcd, viz. Thefecondpart of the Improve-

ment of the Mind, A Treatife on Education, and

Remnants of Time employed in profe and verfe.

Thefe had no relation to any points of ortho-

doxy, and therefore nothing in thefe can be fup-

pofed to be " mutilated."* But thefe were the

whole

* Probably fome articles among the pieces entitled Remnants of Tnnt

employed, might be fupprefted. Bat if it was fo, .he executors were luf-

ficiently warranted herein, whatever might be the fubjefls of them, by the

following adverufcment which was prefixed to them by the author him-

«* Theft
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whole of what thefe gentlemen printed, excepts

ing " the Solemn Addrefs to the Deity," which

it is not denied was printed entire. Some of his

papers were indeed " fuppreffed," which related

to the doctrine of the Trinity, but the charge of
" difingenuity" in this matter is groundlefs, be-

caufe the Doctor had by no means enjoined his

•executors to publifli them, but left it to their

own difcretion.

The publishers of his works made no fecret of

their having fuppreffed thefe papers, but fry in

the Title to his Addrefs to the Deity, which was

prefixed to them, " that it was not judged ne-
" ceilary to publilh them." There is no proof

that they contained a " renunciation of his for-

" mer fentiments :" a gentleman of veracity who
had feen them affured the writer of this, that

they appeared to him to contain nothing new,

being only a further illuftration of his fenti-

ments concerning the Trinity which he had be-

fore publiihed to the world, and therefore it

might well be thought by his executors '* un-
*' neceffary to publiih" any thing more upon the

fubjecr.. That this was the real matter of fact

appears to be highly credible, and indeed unde-

niable, from the Diece already referred to, which

C1 Thefe papers were written at feveral feafons and intervals of leifur,?,

" and on various occalions anting through the greateit part of my lift.

" Mmy of them were defigned to be- publiflled among the Rfliquia Ju-
" 'verities, but for lome leafon or other, not worth r.iel'em notice-, were
4t laid by at (hat time. Whether I fliali ever publifh them I know not,

" though far the greater part of them have ftood lon;j corrected among
*< my manuiciipts , nor do I fuppoie many of them inferior to thofe El-
" fays and Remarks of this kind which have before appeared in the world
*« with fome acceptance. If they are not published in my life-time, my
" worthy friends, who have the cue of my papcrsj MAY LEAVE: QW
P. iVHAT THEY PLEASE."
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it is faid " Dr. Doddridge with great difficulty

refcued from deftruction." This piece is evi-

dently of the fame complexion with what the

Doctor had before publiihed, and therefore moil

undoubtedly that was the cafe with the other

papers ^ohich werefupprejfed, to which this was
prefixed.

We mail here tranfcribe it at length, as the

belt, anfwer to the above affertions of the Month-
ly Reviewer, and at the fame time as the moft
decifive proof what the Doctor's lafl fentiments

were on this much difputed point of Divinity, as

well as a pleafing evidence of his ferioufnefs, hu-
mility and impartiality in his fearch after truth.

It is publifhed in the Quarto Edition of Dr.
Watts's works, vol. iv. p. 640—643, at the end

of his Remnants of Time employed, and is verba-

tim as follows.

—«s*@>o<

—

No. II.

The Author s Solemn Addrefs to the great and
ever-bleifed God, on a Review of what he had
written in the Trinitarian Controverfy, prefixed

by him to fome Pieces on that Subjecl which it

was notjudged necejjary to pubiijh.

RIGHTEOUS art thou, O Lord, when
I plead with thee -

3 yet I may talk with

thee concerning thy judgments. Permit me, O
God and Father, to plead with thee concerning
the revelations of thy nature and thy grace,

which are made in thy gofpel : And let me do

it
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it with all that humble reverence, and that holy

awe of thy majefty, which becomes a creature in

the prefence of his God.
" Haft thou not, O Lord God Almighty,

haft thou not tranfacfted thy divine and impor-

tant affairs among men by thy Son Jefus Chriji,

and by thy holy Spirit ? And haft thou not or-

dained that men mould tranfacl their higheft and

moll momentous concerns with thee, by thy

Son and by thy Spirit ? Haft thou not, by the

mouth of thy Son Jefus required all that profefs

his religion to be warned with water in the name
of the Father and the Son and the holy Ghoft ?

Is it not my duty then, to enquire, who or what
are thefe facred names, and what they lignify ?

Muft I not know thee, the only true God, and

Jefus Chrijl thy Son, whom thou haft fent, that

I may fulfil all my refpeclive duties towards thy-

felf and thy Son, in hope of eternal life ? Hath
not thy Son himfelf appealed to thee in his laft

prayer, that eternal life depends upon this know-
ledge ? And fince thou haft made fo much ufe

of thy holy Spirit in our religion, muft I not

have fome knowledge of this thy Spirit alfo, that

I may pay thee all thofe honours thou requiredft

from this divine revelation ?

" Haft thou not afcribed divine names, and
titles, and characters to thy Son and thy holy

Spirit in thy word, as well as aflumed them to

thyfelf ? And haft thou not appointed to them
fuch glorious offices as cannot be executed with-
out fomething of divinity or true Godhead in

them ? And yet art not thou, and thou alone,

vhe true God ? How fhall a poor weak creature

H 4 be
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be able to adjnft and reconcile thefe claming

ideas, and to underftand this myftery ? Or muft

I believe and act blindfold, without underftand-

ing ?

" Holy Father, thou knoweft, how firmly

I believe, with all my foul, whatfoever thou haft

plainly written and revealed in thy word. I be-

lieve Thee to be the only true God, the fu-

preme of beings, felf-fufficient for thine own
exiftence, and for all thy infinite affairs and tranf-

acrions among creatures. I believe thy only

Son Jefus Chrift to be all-fufficient for the glo-

rious work of mediation between God and man,
to which thou haft appointed him. I believe

he is a man, in whom dwells all the fulnefs of

the Godhead bodily. I believe he is one with

God ; he is God manifefted in the flefh ; and

that the man Jefus is fo clofely and infeparately

united with the true and eternal Godhead, as to

become one perfon, even as the foul and body

make one man. I believe that this illuftrious

perfon is hereby poffeffed of divine dignity, fuf-

ficient to make full atonement for the iins of

men by his fufFeririgs and death, even though

they be accounted an infinite evil ; and that he

hath all-iufficient power to raife himfelf from

the dead, to attend to heaven, and fulfil the

bleffed works for which thou haft exalted him,

and to govern and judge the world in. thine ap-

pointed time.
((

I believe alfo thy bleffed Spirit hath almigh-

ty power and influence to do all thy will, to in-

•ftruct men effectually in divine truths, to change

the hearts of fallen mankind from fin to holinefs,

and
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and to carry on thy work of illumination, fanc-

tification, and coniblaticn on the fouls of all thy

children, and to bring them fafe to the heavenly

world. I yield myfelfup joyfully and thank-

fully to this method of thy falvation, as it is re-

vealed in thy gofpel. But I acknowledge my
darknefs {till. I want to have this wonderful

doctrine of the all-fufficience of thy Son and
Spirit, for thefe divine works made a little plainer.

May not thy humble creature be permitted to

know what mare they can have in thy deity ? Is

it a vain and hnful curioiity to defire to have this

article fet in fuch a light, as may not diminiih

the eternal glory of the unity of the true God,
nor of the iupremacy of Thee the Father of all.

" Hadft thou informed me, gracious Father,

in any place of thy word, that this divine doc-

trine is not to be underftood by men, and yet

they were required to believe, I would have fub-

dued all my curiofity to faith, and iubmitted my
wandering and doubtful imaginations, as far as it

was poflible, to the holy and wife determinations

of thy word. But I cannot find thou, -hall: any

where forbid me to underfland it or to make
thefe enquiries. My confcience is the bed na-

tural light thou haft put within me, and fince

thou haft given me the fcriptures, my own con-

fcience bids me fearch the fcriptures, to find out

truth and eternal life : It bids me try all things,

and hold fail that which is good. And thy own
word by the fame exprefl&prns, encourages this

holy praclice. I have, therefore, been long

fearch ing into this divine doftrine, that I may
pay thee due honour with under fhn ding. Sure-

ly
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ly I ought to know the God whom I wormip,
whether he be one pure and fimple being, or

whether thou art a threefold deity, confifling of

the Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit.

" Dear and bleffed God, hadft thou been

pleafed, in any one plain fcripture, to have in-

formed me which of the different opinions about

the holy Trinity, among the contending parties

of chriftians, had been true, thou knoweil with

how much zeal, fatisfaction, and joy my unbi-

ased heart would have opened itfelf to receive

and embrace the difcovery. Hadft thou told

me plainly in any fingle text, that the Father,

Son, and holy Spirit, are three real diftinct. per^

fons in thy divine nature, I had never fuffered

myfelf to be bewildered in fo many doubts, nor

embarraffed with fo many ffrong fears of affent-

ing to the mere inventions of men, inftead of di-

vine doctrine ; but I mould have humbly and

immediately accepted thy words, fo far as it was

poffible for me to underftand them, as the only

rule of my faith. Or hadft thou been pleafed

fo to exprefs and include this proportion in the

feveral fcattered parts of thy book, from whence
my reafon and confcience might with eafe find

out, and with certainty infer this doctrine, I

mould have joyfully employed all my reafoning

powers, with their utmoft {kill and activity, to

have found out this inference, and ingrafted it

into my foul.

" Thou hail taught me, holy Father, by thy

prophets, that the way of holinefs in the times

of the gofpel, or under the kingdom of the Mef-

fiah, {hall be a high-way, a plain and ciiy path •

fo
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To that the way-faring man, or the ftranger, though

a fool, mail not -err therein. And thou haft call-

ed the poor and the ignorant, the mean and fool-

ifh things of this world, to the knowledge of

thyfelf and thy Son, and taught them to receive

and partake of the falvation which thou haft

provided. But how can fuch weak creatures

ever take in fo ftrange, fo difficult, and fo abftrufe

a doctrine as this ; in the explication and de-

fence whereof, multitudes of men, even men of
learning and piety, have loft themfelves in infi-

nite fubtilties of difpute, and endleis mazes of
darknefs ? And can this ftrange and perplexing

notion of three real perfons going to make up
one true God, be fo necelfary and fo important

a part of that chriftian doctrine, which, in the

Old Teftament and the New, is repreiented as

fo plain and fo eafy, even to the meaneft under-

{landings ?

" O thou Searcher of Hearts, who knoweft
all things, I appeal to thee concerning the fm-
cerityofmy enquiries into thefe difcoveries of

thy word. Thou knoweft me, thou haft fcen

me, and haft tried my heart towards thee : If
there be any lurking hypocrify in my heart, any
fecret bias towards any thing but Truth, uncov-
er it, O Father of Lights, and banifh it from my
foul for ever. If thine eye difcovers the leaft

fpark of criminal prejudice in any corner of my
foul, extinguifh it utterly, that I may not be led

aftray from the truth, in matters of fuch im-
portance, by the leaft glance of error or miftake.
" Thou art witnefs, O my God, with what

diligence, with what conftancy and care, I have

read
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read and fearched thy holy word, how early and
late, by night and by day, I have been making
thefe enquiries ; how fervently I have been

feeking thee on my bended knees, and diredting

my humble addreifes to thee, to enlighten my
darknefs, and to fhew me the meaning of. thy

word, that I may learn what I mud believe, and

what I muft praetife with regard to this doctrine,

in order to pleafe thee, and obtain eternal life !

" Great God, who feefl: all things, thou hall

beheld what bufy temptations have been often

fluttering about my heart, to call it off from

thefe laborious and difficult enquiries and to

give up thy word and thy gofpel as an unintelli-

gible book, and betake myfelf to the light of na-

ture and reafon : But thou half been pleafed by

thy divine power to fcatter thefe temptations,

-and to fix my heart and my hope again upon that

Saviour and that eternal life, which thou hail; re-

vealed in thy word, and propofed therein to our

knowledge and acceptance. BlefTed be the name
of my God, that has not fuffered me to abandon

the gofpel of his Son Jefus ! and bleffed be that

holy Spirit that kept me attentive to the truth

delivered in thy gofpel, and inclined me to wait

longer in my fearch of thefe divine truths under

the hope of thy gracious illumination.
*< I humbly call thee to witttefs, O my God,

what a holy jealoufy I ever wear about my heart,

left I mould do the flighted: diflionor to thy fu-

preme Majefty, in any of my enquiries or deter-

minations. Thou feefl: what a religious fear,

and what a tender folicituds I maintain on my
foul, left I mould think or fpeak any thing to

dirninifh
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diminish the grandeur and honour of thy Son

Jrfus, my dear Mediator, to whom I owe my
everlafling hopes. Thou knowefl how much I

am afraid of fpeaking one word which may be

conftrued into a neglect of thy blefled Spirit,

from whom I hope I am daily receiving happy

influences of light and ftrength. Guard all the

motions of my mind, O almighty God, againft

every thing that borders upon thefe dangers.

Forbid my thoughts to indulge, and forbid my
pen to write one word, that mould fink thofe

grand ideas which belong to thyfelf, or thy Son,

or thy holy Spirit. Forbid it, O my God, that

ever I mould be fo unhappy as to unglorify my
Father, my Saviour, or my Sanclifier, in any of

my fentiments or exprerTions concerning them.
" BleiTed and faithful God, baft thou not pro-

mifed that the meek thou wilt guide in judg-

ment, the meek thou wilt teach thy way ? Hall

thou not told us by lfaiah thy prophet, that

thou wilt bring the blind by a way which they

knew not, and wilt lead them in paths which
they have not known ? Haft thou not informed

us by thy prophet Hofea that if we follow on to

know the Lord, then we (hall know him ? Hath
not thy Son, our Saviour, allured us, that our

heavenly Father will give his holy Spirit to

them who afk him ? And is he not appointed

to guide us into all truth r Have i not fought

the gracious guidance of thy good Spirit continu-

ally ? Am I not truly lenfible of my own dark-

nefs and weaknefs, my dangerous prejudices on
every fide, and my utter infurHcicncy for my own
conduct ? Wilt thou leave fuch a poor creature-

bewildered
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bewildered among a thoufand perplexities, which
are raifed by the various opinions and contrivan-

ces of men to explain thy divine truth ?

" Help me, heavenly Father, for I am quite

tired and weary of thefe human explainings, fo

various and uncertain. When wilt thou explain

it to me thyfelf, O my God, by the fecret and

certain dictates of thy Spirit, according to the

intimations of thy word ? nor let any pride of

reafon, nor any affectation of novelty, nor any

criminal bias whatfoever, turn my heart afide

from hearkening to thefe divine dictates of thy

word and thy Spirit. Suffer not any of my na-

tive corruptions, nor the vanity of my imagina-

tion to caff a miff over my eyes, while I am
fearching after the knowledge of thy mind and

will, for my eternal falvation.

" I intreat, O moff merciful Father, that thou

wilt not fuffer the remnant of my fhort life to

be waited in fuch endlefs wanderings, in queft

of thee and thy Son Jtfus, as a great part of my
paft days have been ; but let my fincere endea-

vours to know thee, in all the ways whereby thou

haft difcovered thyfelf in thy word, be crowned

with fuch fuccefs, that my foul being eftablifhed

in every needful truth by thy holy Spirit, I may
fpend my remaining life according to the rules

of thy gofpel, and may with all the holy and

happy creation afcribe glory and honour, wifdom

and power to thee, who fitteft upon the throne,

and to the Lamb for ever and ever."

^ -

No. III.
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No. III.

Two Letters between the Publijher of this

Work and a Friend, concerning Dr. Watts'j
Sentiments reffecting the Trinity.

LETTER I.

DEAR SIR,

A HAVE read with attention the view which
you have given of Dr. Watts's laft fentiments

concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, and
think you have undeniably proved that the com-
mon reports of certain perfons, refpecting his re-

nunciation of the orthodox faith, are without

foundation. But I mutt take the liberty to fay,

that in the extracts which you have given from
his two laft publications, you have led your

readers to entertain an idea that he was entirely

in what has been called of late 'The Indwelling-

Scheme ; that he did not maintain a diftin&ion of

perfons in the Godhead, but conceived of God,
as being only one perfon, who is called the Fa-
ther, and that it was this one perfon who dwelt

in the man Chrift Jefus, in confequence of which
union Chrift is God. Whereas I think you

muft have found, in examining his writings, that

he did not deny a three-fold dii1inc~tion in Deity,

and that Chrift had an exigence as God, previ-

ous to the union of the human nature to the

Godhead. For my own part, though I would

by no means condemn you and others, who are

in
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in the Indwell ing-fcheme, as heretics, fince yoii

mean to fupport the Deity of Chtift; and I think

your fentiments widely different from Arianifm

or Socinianifm
; yet I muft confefs to you that I

do not believe this to be the fcripture repreient-

ation of the doftrine. And, though I am clear-

ly of opinion that our orthodox writers are not

to be juftihed, who fpeak of the^Father, Son,

and Spirit as three perfons fo diftinct from each

other as to be three beings (which I cannot vin-

dicate from the charge of Tritheifin ;) yet I do
apprehend that there is a three-fold diftindlion

in Deity, which juftifies the term three perfons,

and that to each of thefe the eiTential attributes

of Deity belong. Herein I cannot but think

Dr. Watts's opinion coincided with my own, fo

that he was more orthodox than your view of

his fentiments would lead your authors to fup-

pofe.

I am, with fmcere refpedl, &c,

-—»o^-sx

—

LETTER II.

Anfwer to the foregoing.

My dear and worthy frienb,

J. THANK you for the freedom of your re-

marks, and for the opportunity which you have

afforded me of exprefling my ideas about Dr.
Watts's fentiments, and propofing fome queries to

you concerning your own.
T
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I firmly believe that Dr. Watts was, in the
latter part of his life at leaft, in the fentiments
which, upon the moft deliberate and impartial
enquiry, I have embraced, refpe&ing the Deity
of Chrift, &c. called the Indwelling-fcheme . His
idea feems clearly to me to have been this : That
God is one infinite being, pofTeffed of all per-
fections : That this one God is he who is often
characterized as the Father. That Jefus Chrift
is another being, or peribn, in himfelf inferior to
the Father and derived from him ; as you and
all the orthodox will allow the man Chrift to
be :* Bat that he exifted with the Father before
all worlds ; (which you, with the Socinians,
deny :) And that the one God, the Being call-
ed the Father (with reference to Chrift the Son)
was fo united to him, and fo dwelt in him, that
he became one with God, and in confequence of
this union he is properly God, fo that at his in-
carnation God was manifefted in thejiefi.

It is true, he does fometimes allude to the idea
of fome unknown difiintlions in Deity ; but at
moft, I conceive, he only means to fay, he does
not know what diftinctions the incomprehen-
sible nature of Godhead may admit of *

nor do I. But I cannot find that it was any
article ofhis.faith that there are Such difiinclions

in

i ^ 1

Dr
c
Wat,s

'
in his k rm°ns printed ifn, has thefe exprelllons t

lhe Son of God is, fpoken of in the New Teftament as a very slori-
« ous perfon, who was lomeway begotten or the Father, i. e. derivfd from
« God the Faiher, Vol. II. p. 452 . He is conltituted near to God by

< an unspeakable union. Wlwt joys, what unknown delights poffefs
" the holy foul of the man Jefus ! for he is the nearelt creature (o ibe
4
« blefl-.d God

j for he is one with Godhead." Vol. 1 . p. 2.5s,

I
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in the Godhead as you fpeak of j on the contrary-

he maintains that the perfon, or being, united to

the man Chriil Jefus, was not a part of Deity

(for fo I muft conceive of it if it was not the

whole Godhead) or an exigence feparate from the

Father, but that it was the Father hhnfelf. So

that I cannot think that I have given a partial

reprefentation of his fentiments.

And now, my good friend, as I am writing

to you on this fubject, I will embrace the oppor-

tunity which you have afforded me for enquir-

ing, What is meant by that three-jold dijiinblion

in Deity which you maintain ? I have put this

quefHon to many who ufe this phrafeology, but

could never get a fatisfactory anfvver. When I

have propofed my difficulties, I have been told
'* the fubject is myilerious, and I muft not pry
" too inquifitively into the deep things of God."
Now I am willing to remain ignorant of what
God has not thought fit to reveal. But furely

revealed truth, may be underftood, and it cannot

be prefumptuous to fearch into the meaning of

it. However, the enquiry in the prefent cafe is

not about the divine nature itielf, but about a

mere human form of fpeech in refpect to it.

And is there any prefumption in afking a fellow

creature, when he ufes language concerning God,
which I do not undei (land, What he means by it F

or in ftating the objections I have to it ? With
as much propriety might I charge him with pre-

fumption in objecting to any phrafeology ofmine,

or defiring of me an explication of it. Do you
expect or wifh me, good Sir, to adopt any modes
of fpeech, without having ideas to them ? Is

this
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this a fufficient tefl of a perfon's being orthodox?

I have always thought orthodoxy to iignify, not

/peaking, bu t thinking right. For any thing that

appears, I think the fame of God as you do„

You ieem to maintain the Unity of God in as ab-

folute a fenfe as myfelf, inafmuch as you deny

God to be three beings. Wherein then do we
differ ? Were you to tell me freely what ideas

you have when you talk of three diftincftions in

Godhead, poffibly it might appear that you be-

lieve no more than I do, or I might readily fall

into your fentiments. But till you tell me your
meaning (which furely you can do ifyou have any)

I am incapable of making a companion between
your fentiments and my own. At prefent, the

mode of exprerlion which you adopt appears to

me highly exceptionable.

I can form no idea of a three-fold diftinction

in Deity but that of three beings, or three com-
ponent parts, which is equally incon fiften t with
the unity, and would imply divifibility ; which
I am fure you would proteft againft. I can eafily

conceive of a diftin&ion between the attributes

of God. But do you make the Son and Spirit

to be only diftind attributes f If fo, with what
propriety can they be reprefented, and addreffed,

as perfons t or how can they fuftain different of-

fices, and perform different works ? or indeed

any at all ? Befides, if the attributes of God be
allowed to be parfonified, it will follow that there

are as many perfons in God as there are attri-

butes. If the WifdomofGoD be called one
perfon, and his Power another, his Holinefs may
be as juftly ftiled a third, his Goodnefs a fourth,

1

2

fee.
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5cc. The attributes of Deity are only the pro'->

perties of his nature. Neither of thefe can be
properly called God, or fpoken of as equal to

God, who is the being to whom they all belong.

Moreover, God himielf you mult allow to be a

being, and God the Father you will admit is a

per/on, in the proper fenfe of that term, i. e. an

intelligent being : but if the Son and Spirit are

only attributes of God, then they are not equal

to him, and confequently this notion is contrary

to the orthodox faith. If you mean that the

one God fuftains three Characters or Relations,

this is intelligible enough, but then it is not or-

thodox ; it is pure Sabelliani/bi. Befides God
fuftains more characters and relations than three,

confequently, according to this fcheme, there are

more difti notions or perfons.*

I can think, of no other fenfe in which the

terms can be ufed. Perhaps you will fay, that
*' fince the nature of God is to us incompre-
?' henfible, there may, for ought we can tell,

" be fuch diftinctions in it as have been fup-
" pofed." I anfwer, There may be various

things in God of which we poor worms of the

earth have no conceptions, and it does not be-

come us to deny any thing concerning him,

however myfterious, which does not evidently

imply an imperfection. But let me fay, it is

equally

* If Chrift as GoJ he a dlflincl pcrfon fiom the Father, dees it not fol-

low that there at e ?wo pe^foni in J.fu* Chiiii ? for he was aptrfon as man.
This I know fon:e Trinitarians deny, but it is onlv to ferve a turn. Mult
it not he a per/on who thinks, fpenks, a£ts, ftiffers, and dies ? Are not
the peilonal pronouns conftantly applied to Chrift as man ? Do not you
often fpeak of him as icling and fufFering as man ? To me nothing can

be plainer than that Chrift as man was a perjon ; confequently, unlefs he

betwo'perfons, he is not as Cod a perfon diftiuct from the Father.
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equally prefumptuous in us to affirm any thing

concerning God which he himfelf has not clear-

ly revealed. And it is no argument that there is

this or that property or diftinccion in the divine

nature, merely that the contrary cannot be clear-

ly proved. I befeech you to think whither this

would lead us.

Our faith, with refpect to what God is, mufl
be founded, not on what may be fuppofed pojfi-

ble, and cannot be proved falfe, but on what di-

vine Revelation clearly aflerts to be true. And
to believe any thing concerning the Deity of
which we can give no rational account, or to

ufe language refpecting him without ideas, is fo

far from giving him glory, that it is doing him
difhonour. At beft it is to darken counjel by

words without knowledge.

If you can give me a rational and fcriptural

explanation of the above terms, by which the

Deity of the Father, Son, and Spirit can be
maintained to greater advantage than upon Dr.
Watts s plan, (which for want of a better I at

prefent adopt) you will confer a great obligation

jipon,

Dear, Sir,

Your friend and fervant,

>>o<-

No. IV
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No. IV.

Containing an account of Dr. Watts's Manu-
fcripts, and an Abfirafi of a Correspond-

ence between him and the Rev. Martin Tom-
kins, on the Worjhip of the Holy Spirit, and on

'Trinitarian Doxologies.

IN the foregoing papers it was attempted to

afcertain what were the laft fentiments of the

pious and amiable Dr. Watts on the fubject

of the Trinity. I there endeavoured to prove

that, though the Doctor had in fome refpeds

altered his manner of explaining that doctrine,

he had by no means given up the doctrine itfelf ;

that the reports which had been circulated, con-

cerning his explicit renunciation of his former

fentiments, jn the manufcripts which he had left

behind him for publication, were without found-

ation, and that the conduct of his executors,

which had been feverely reprehended, in the

fuppreffion of fome of thofe papers, was fully

vindicable.

Since the nrfr. publication of the preceding

work, freih evidence has arifen on the fubject,

by which my former fuppoiition is corroborated ;

and it appears to be fo full and decifive as to de-

ferve to be now fubjoined to this work.
In a collection of Letters to and from Dr.

Doddridge, lately publiihed by the Rev. Thomas
Stedman, there are feveral written by the late

Mr. Neal, an eminent Attorney, who was one
of Dr. Watts's executors. In one of thefe let-

tsi'Sj written jull: after the Doctor's death, dated

November
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November 29, 1748, is the following account

of his Will and his MSS.—" As I know your

high efteem and veneration for Dr. Watts, who
has taken his lafl farewel of the abodes of mor-
tality,—I could not in friendship avoid writing

you a line to inform you, that the Doctor has

made his brother Enoch and myfelf executors of

his Will" which bears date July 23, 1746, and

contains the following claufe :
—" And as to my

" manufcripts of every kind, I give the fame to

" Mr. David "Jennings and Dr. Philip Doddridge,
" in order that they may publifh fuch of them,
*' as I fhall by any paper or memorandum figni-

*' fy my defire Should be published ; and as to

" the remainder, either to publifh or fupprefs

" as they fhall judge bell." Mr. Neal adds—

-

" I queStion whether there are any left which he
" has ordered to be publimed."

At the beginning of January following, Mr.
Jennings wrote to Dr. Doddridge on the fame

fubjecl:.—" I have waited from day to day in

hope of being able to fend you a catalogue of

Dr. Watts'* manufcripts—but I find Mr. Neal
does not chufe to meddle with them juft at pref-

ent. When he does you fhall have immediate

notice. I believe we fhall not have near fo much
trouble in publishing the Doctor's manufcripts

as I expected, when he acquainted me with his

defign of committing them in part to my care,

which was three or four years ago ; for fince

then he has publifhed mofl of the MSS he de-

signed for the prefs, fo that, as I learn from Mr,
Parker,* there is little if any thing more remain -

I 4 ing

* Dr. Watt$'« Amasjuenfis.
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ing of that fort, than the fecond part of the Im-
provement of the Mind."

Mr. Jennings (who foon after this received a

Doctor's Diploma) adds the following pafiage :

" If I mould be engaged in drawing up the

Doctor's character, I am much obliged to you
for the judicious hints you have furnimed me
with for that purpofe." Mr. Jennings (who
had preached and printed a funeral fermon for

Dr. Watts, in which he had drawn a charabier

of him) feems here to mean, writing his Life ;

which it appears from another letter in this col-

lection he declined, for want of fufficient mate-

rials. We find, however, that Dr. Doddridge

had fome intention of undertaking this work.

Why he did not execute it does not appear, tho'

it was probably for the fame reafon.

What were the fubjects of Dr. Watts's man-
ufcripts, which he committed to thefe gentle-

men, (about which fo much has been faid) we
have now the fatisfaclion of being fully inform-

ed, from the 123d Letter in the fame collection,

written by Mr. Neal to Dr. Doddridge, dated

February 8, in which he fends him a compleat

catalogue of them, of which the following is a

copy :

l<ijt of the MSS of Dr. IsaacWatts, which

are difpofed of in covers or cafes, under thefol-

lowing Titles, viz.

No. I. Pfalmody. II. Of the Trinity, a mo-
defl defence of enquiries into truth. III. Two
Eflfays on the Lord's Prayer. IV. Eflays and

Remarks on texts of fcrjpture. The words iq

which
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which We mould confefs our faith. The Dia-

mond painted. Of Catechifms. A Cafe of Con-
science. Figure of a Cherub"

V. Effays relating to the Trinity*, viz. An
Enquiry into the fcriptural reprefentation of the

Father, the Word, and the Spirit. 2. Of the

proper Athanafian fcheme of the Trinity. 3. The
Holy Spirit the true God. 4. The ill effects

of incorporating the divine doctrine of the Trin-
ity with the human explications of it.

VI. Remnants of Time employed in profe and

vcrfe, or fhort compofures, on various iubjects,

viz. 1. Of human knowledge, and the various

kinds of it. 2. The Rake reformed in the

houfe of mourning. 3. An apology for enlarg-

ing Dr. Young's defcription of the Peacock.

4. Juftice and Grace. 5. Bills of Exchange.

6. The ever-bleffed God. 7. Vanity infcribed

on all things. 8. The day of grace. 9. God and

nature unfearchable. 10. The repeal. 11. The
Saints unknown in this world. 12. Com-
plaint and hope, a Poem. 13. Heathen poefy

chriftianized. 14. General long of praife to

God. 15. To Amyntas, an ode to Lady Sun-
derland. 16. To Philanthropus. 17. The Wind
Mills. 18. The finner tempted to defpair.

19. Redemption, a Poem. 20. Of confinement

to fet forms of worfliip. 21. Appendix to the

foregoing eflay.

VII. A

* ThzJbUffln Addrefs to the great and enter blejfed God, printed in the

foregoing Trait, p. 101, is not here mentioned, hut in tiie Tiile to it,

printed in his Woiks, is laid to hive been " prefixed by the Doflor to

•« fome pieces on the Tiinity, which it was not judged neceffiin to pub-.
<• lift."
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VII. A faithful enquiry after the ancient ori-

ginal doctrine of the Trinity, taught by Chrift

and his Apoftles. In two parts. The firfl part

enquires fo far as is necefiary to falvation. The
fecond part fo far as may improve our chriftian

knowledge, and eflablim our faith : and the ob-

jections of both are anfwered in a plain and eafy

manner, derived only from the word of God.
VIIL The Improvement of the Mind, fe-

cond part.

From this view of the contents of Dr.

Watts'* MSS the impartial reader might

be left to judge how far the reports, of the

foregoing tract, are deferving of credit. It may
not, however, be amifs to remark (1) that none

of thefe papers were ordered to be published :

(2) that there is nothing in the titles of any of

them from whence it appears, with certainty,

that the Doctor had materially altered his fenti-

ments fincethe publication of his two laft. pieces,

which was within two years of his death. (3) It

does not appear that he had written any Treatifo

fince the time that he made his Will, which was

in July, 1746. It may be further obferved

—

(4) if the Doctor had in any of his laft papers

made " an explicit renunciation of his former
" fentiments concerning the Trinity, &c." with

which he was deliious the public might be ac-

quainted after his deceafe, it is incredible that he
fhould not have left an exprefs order that fuch

papers fhould be published ; in which cafe his

friends, with whom he had entrufled them,
would doubtlefs have brought them to light.

What
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What became of his MSS does not appear.

It is much to be wifhed that they had been pre-

ferred, for the fatisfaction of thofe who might
defire to infpect them, though they mould not

have been thought worthy of publication. The
attentive reader, however, who is acquainted

with the Doctor's other pieces, may eafily fup-

pofe, from the foregoing view of his papers, and
the phrafeology therein ufed, that they contained

much the fame explanations of the Deity of

Chrift and the Spirit, with thofe given in the

pieces which he himfelf Jail: publifhed. The
fum of which is, that Chrift is a divine perfon in

confequence of the in-dwelling of the Father,

and that the holy Spirit is God, as being the

power, or active energy of the Deity.

That Dr. Watts was firmly in this lafl fenti-

ment, and that on this ground he afcribed glory

to the Spirit, with the Father and the Son, at

the end of his prayers, appears abundantly evi-

dent, from a private crorefpondence carried on
between him and the Rev. Mr. Martin Tomkins -

y

of which I will, at prefent, content myfelf with

giving a brief account, with a few extracts.

-Sx^fexSx—

No. V,
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No. V.

Dr. Watts'j Sentiments concerning the Deity

of the Holy Spirit, as collectedfrom a G&rref-

pondence between him and the Rev. Mr. Mar-
tin Tomkins*, on the Propriety ofworjhipping

the Spirit by Doxologies.

IN the year 1738 Mr. Tomkins published a

pamphlet, entitled, A calm Enquiry whether

we have any warrant, from Scripture, for addref-
fing ourfehesy in a way of Prayer or Praife, di-

rectly to the Holy Spirit : Humbly offered to

the Confederation of all Chriflians, particularly of
Protefant Difenters. To this is prefixed, A
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Barker, then minifter at

Hackney, where Mr. Tomkins refided, expoftula-

ting with him on the impropriety of the unfcrip-,

tural Doxologies which he then commonly ufed,

and particularly thofe of Dr. Watts in his Book
of Hymns.

In the courfe of the above tract, Mr. Tonkins

frequently refers to Dr. Watts's publications,

and quotes the conceflions which he has made

—

viz. " that there is in fcripture no exprefs pre-
" cept for addrerTing fuch worfhip to the Spirit,
cc nor any example of it, and that therefore this

" ought not to be confidered as a neceflary part

" of chriftian worfhip; though he thought it

" lawful, becaufe the Spirit or Power of God
" is truly divine ; and expedient, becaufe the
" omiflion of Doxologies to the Spirit would be

" highly
* He had been Minifter of the DiflTenting Congregation at Stole New

txglon, from whence he was HifmhTed for his deviation from the Trinity
nun doclrme. He pubiifned his cafe.
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* ; highly offenfive to ferious christians who had
f( been accuftomed to them, and injurious to

*' their edification." Mr. rfomkir.s endeavours

to prove, *' that addreffes to the Spirit, in prayer
*' or praife, are unlawful and improper, chiefly

" becaufe we have no warrant for them in the
t( holy fcripture, which is our only rule of wor-
" mip, and that no other considerations ought
" to influence us to the practice." He further

endeavours to prove, that, " according to Dr.
'* Watts's avowed fentiment concerning the Spi-
" rit, as not a real perfon, but the power of the
" Father, afcriptions of praife to the Spirit are
*' highly unjuftinable."

The copy of Mr. Ivmkms's tract, now in my
poffeflion, contains Dr. Watts's remarks upon it

in the margin, fairly written with his own hand.

The following parage is extracted as a fpecimen.

Dr. Watts'; Sentiments about the Holy Spirits

" TO repeat in brief my fenfe of this matter,
" it flands thus. The Spirit of any being, in

" fcripture- phrafe, is fometimes ufed for being
" itfelf, or it denotes its active and operative

" power. So an unclean or evil fpirit is the de-
" vil, Luke vii. 21. Acts xix. 15. Matt. x. 1.

" and is called the fpirit of an unclean devil,

" Luke iv. 33. So the Spirit of God fometimes
" means God himfelf. And further, as thefpir-
" it of a man and the fpirit of a beart denote, in

" fcripture language, the principle of active pow-
" er in man and beafl, why may not the Spirit

" of God have the fame fignirlcation ?

" And
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" And though God the Father and his Splr-
cs

it be the fame one true God, yet they are
* c fometimes diftinguimed and fometimes joined.

" Ifai. xlviii. 16. The Lord God and bis Spirit

" hasfent ??ie. Even the attributes of God are

" diftinguifhed from him and yet coupled with
" him in fcripture. Is it not foretold by Hofea
" concerning the latter days, that men mould
"fear the Lord and his Goodnefs. Hof. iii. 5.
** Does not Ezekiel fay, bleffed be the Glory of the

" Lord, Ezek. iii. 12. Does not Pfal. cv. 4,
*' direct us to feek the Lord and his Strength,
€i
feek hisface evermore ? Are not we called up-

" on to trufr. in his Mercy, as well as in God
" himfelf ? Why may we not then praife the
" Lord and his goodnefs, or blefs the Lord and'

" his firength ? &c. Why mould thefe expref-

" fions " found fo oddly" in the ears of chrif-

" tians, who read thofe in their bible fo nearly

" like them ? And why may we not fay, Blef'ed
tf be the Lord and his Eternal Spirit ? efpecially

" fuppofing the Spirit of God to be fomething
" in God of greater dift-incftion than a mere at-

" tribute, and to be often reprefented in fcrip-

" ture in a perional manner ?"

The Doctor having read to Mr. c
Tc7?ikins his

remarks, without giving him a copy of them,
Mr. Tof/ikins wrote a reply at length, from his

memory, which makes nearly two meets of pa-

per, in a fmall hand, which I have now before

me. It is dated April 21, 1738. In this let-

ter Mr. Tomh'ns, with great freedom and clear-

nefs, ftates his objections to what the Doctor had
advanced in favour of his pradlice in doxologiz-

ins
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ing the Spirit, and endeavours to fhew, that his

motive for it, upon which he lays fo much ftrefs,

(viz. the avoiding of offence to many ferious

christians) was inefficient, and that by his con-

duct in this matter, he led them to conceive of

his featiments concerning the Spirit to be differ-

ent from what they were, and encouraged them
in worshipping the Spirit as a real perfon diflinct

from the Father.

At the clofe of the letter Mr. I'omkms expref-

les his mind with freedom about Dr. Watts's

Doxologies in his Book of Hymns. I fhall quote

this paflage for the fake of gratifying the reader

with the Doctor's reply, which will ferve to il-

lustrate and confirm what I had before obferved,

with refpect to a report of the Doctor's having

left a corrected copy of his Hymn-book, design-

ed for publication. " My chief aim (fays Mr.
46 ^tomkins) in all I do upon this fubject is, the
*' reftoring the christian worfhip to its primitive
*' purity, and freeing it from what I cannot but
" look upon as an unwarrantable innovation.

" And for this purpofe I would make bold to

" proceed one step farther, and afk, whether you
<{ now approve of what you have faid concern-
" ing the Gloria Patri, in your Book ofHymns ;

*' and whether, upon your prefent notion of the
** Spirit, you can efteem fome of thofe Doxolo-
*' gies you have given us there, I will not fay,

" asfome of the nobkfi farts of chriftian worfiip"
" [the Doctor's words] but as proper chriftian

" worfhip ? And if not, whether you may not
" think it becoming you, as a lover of truth*

" and as a chriftian minifter, to declare as much
M to
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* c to the world ; and not naffer fuch forms cf
". worfhip to be recommended by your name and
" authority, to the ufe of the chriftian church
" in theprefent time and in future generations ?"

In the margin of this long epiflle of Mr. Tom*
kins, are contained Dr. Watts's remarks, which
are upwards of twenty. Oppoiite to this lafb

paragraph the Doctor writes thus :
" I freely

" anfwer, I with ibme things were corrected..

" But the queftion with me is this : as I wrote
" them in iincerity at that time, is it not mere
" for the edification of chriitians, and the glory
" of God, to let them ftand, than to ruin the
" ufefulnefs of the whole book, by correcting

" them now, and perhaps bring further and falfe

" fufpicions on my preient opinions ? Befides, I

" might tell you, that of all the books I have
" written, that particular copy is not mine. I

" fold it for a trifle to Mr. Lawrence near thir-

" ty years ago, and his pohxrity make money of
cc

it to this day, and I can fcarce claim a right

" to make any alteration in the book which
*< would injure the fale of it."

It appears that Dr. // \itts communicated to

Mr. Tomkins his remarks upon his letter, which
produced another from him, dated, Hackney,

July 5, 1738, on which there is only this one

marginal note of the Doctor's. " Mr. Tomkins's

" confeilion ofmy Doxology to the H. S. to be
" lawful, yet not neceflary." In this letter,

which contains nearly a fheet in fmall writing,

Mr. Tomkins, though he grants that the Doxo-
logy which. Dr. Watts t*fed, was not in itielf

unlawful, flror-gly objects to the propriety of it,

and
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and to the principle on which the Doctor plead-*

ed for it, that of complying with the prejudices

ofmany ferious people.

" I do ftill alfo differ from you as to the mat-
*' ter of offence—nor can I recollect any thing
'-' in the practice or directions of the apoftles that

" gives the lead countenance to fuch a proceed-
*' ing." With regard to the Gloria Fatri, iri

the Doctor's Hymns, he adds, " I can by no
" means approve of your excufe for letting thofe
'* Doxologies in your Book of Hymns (which
" you own you do not now approve of, as pro-
" per chriftian wormip) Stand recommended by
" your name and authority, to the ufe of the
" prefent church and of future generations*

" May not christians edify by what is fcripturai
*' in that book, notwithstanding your renoun-
*' cing or retracting what you now apprehend
" to be unfcriptural ? Or if fome weak perfons
kt might, by that means, be prevented from
" reaping the advantage which otherwife they
" might do by your Hymns, will you, for the
*' fake of that, recommend to the church the
" making ufe of what you yourfelf judge to be*
" at beft, unintelligible founds, in their folemn
" acts of wormip ; recommend it to them as one

" of the noblefi parts ofchriftian worjhip f Let us
M not do evil that good may come of it."

After faying fomething on the different opin^-

ions of different perfons concerning his Galm "En-

quiry', he concludes the correfpondence thus.
" And truly we mould not be much concerned
" about the opinion of any particular perfon,

" when we are engaged in the caufe of God,
K " and
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iC ond the chriflian religion. If we may hope

R« that our great Lord and Mailer approves of

" what we do, it is enough. Whether you or I

(i are in the right -, whether, your conduct in

" this affair, or mine, is beft. approved of him,

*l who is the infallible judge, Dies ultimiis in-

«< dicabit. However that may be, as it is my
ft prayer that we may, fo I blefs God, I can fay,

" it is my hope, that both you and I mall find

" mercy of the Lord in that day.

" I am, Rev. Sir, notwith(landing any dif-

M ference of opinion,

" your fincere friend,

" and humble fervant,

M. T.

—>©»@«©<—

.

C O N C L U S I O N. ?

ON a review of this publication fo far as it re-

ipecis Dr. Watts' s notion of the Trinity, (which

I confefs it was a leading object with me to

bring forward) I can eafily imagine that fome in-

telligent readers will be diiTatisned, and will think

his (cheme liable to equal objections with other

fchemes. I do not apprehend that it is incum-
bent on me to defend it, nor am I fanguine in my
opinion that it is the true one ; though I confefs

that in the main it appears to me at prefent to

be nearer the truth than that commonly received

as
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as orthodox, which maintains three real perfons,

or diftincr intelligent beings, in the Godhead.

If I am miftaken I mould be truly glad to be

better informed. Errare pojfum, Hareiicus ejfe

nolo. As I can have no interefl to ferve in op-

pofing any article of found doctrine, neither have

I any pleafure in difienting from popular opin-

ions, or modes of fpeech. I am fully perfuaded,

however, that the mode of explication here

brought to view is not fo effentially different

from fome others which - have been ufual-

ly allowed to be orthodox, as fome perfons ima-

gine. All that I here intend is to offer a few
obfervations in proof of this for the latisfaclion of

ferious chriltians, who have imbibed an early

prejudice in favour of long eftablimed fyftems,

and certain human modes of fpeech, and who
may be alarmed under a fufpicion (which certain

perfons of better information have taken pains

to promote) that my defign is, to promote Soci-

nianifm or Arianifm : terms of reproach which
too many (and fome without understanding their

meaning) are ever ready to apply to fuch as ven-

ture to think for themfelves, and to adopt lan-

guage different from that which human creeds

have ftamped as facred, though the moll: remote

from the language of the Bible. If fuch will

be attentive in reading, and candid in judging, I

hope to convince them, whether they fall in

with my mode of explanation or not, that I have
done nothing againft the truth, butfor ike truth.

According to Dr. IVaits's view of the prefent

fubject—" The Father, the Word, and the Koly
** Ghofl:, are the one living and true God." To

K 2 this
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.

this proportion I give my ready afTent. And
whoever does fo, whatever be his peculiar mode
of explication, I will maintain has as juft a claim

to the character of ORTHODOX, as they who
do i't in the Athanajian fenfe. And for any,

who adopt that or any other mode of explication,

to monopolize ORTHODOXY to themfelves,

is a degree of prefumption unbecoming fallible

creatures, efpecially thofe who allow that the

MODE of fubfiftence in the Sacred Three is

not afcertained in fcripture ; and, indeed, it is

incontinent with the avowed Catholicifm of the

ableft and belt writers who are the mod partial

to the general Calviniftic fyftem.

With refpeft to the idea of PERSONAL-
ITY, as applicable to the Father, Son, and Spi-

rit, "Dr. Watts differed from many Trinitarians,

as he denied (and I think with very fufficient

reafon) " that there are in Deity three infinite

" Spirits, or really diftindt perfons, in the com-
" mon fenfe of that term, each having a diftindt

** intelligence, volition, power, ccc." Think-
ing fuch a fuppofition inconfiftent with the pro-

per UNITY of the Godhead -, which is doubt-

lefs one of the mod obvious and fundamental

doctrines of revelation.

But it is to be remembered, that with regard

to the definition oTferJohality^ Trinitarians wide-

ly differ among themfelves. While fome fup-

pofeittobe real, others think it only modal,
or nominal, and others fomewhat between both.

Some of the two latter claftes have charged the

former with tfritheifm ; and to me it feems dif-

ficult to clear the dotlrine from the imputation.

Nor
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Nor can I conceive what Tritheifm is, if this

hypothecs does not come under the defcription.

To aflert a mere unity of essence or na-
ture will not obviate the difficulty : for three

divine perfons, or beings, though of the fame

nature, or in other words—all of them exact-
ly alike, (which feems to be the meaning of

the term, and is the popular idea) would be as

really three Gods, as three human perfons of

the fame nature, were they in all refpedts alike,

would be three men. Such a fentiment, I think,

ought to be zealoufiy oppofed as heretical.

I grant, however, fmce they who maintain

this doctrine do not fee the coniequence, but ut-

terly difclaim it, and profefs, to believe in only

one God, whom they worihip as one infinite

being, through one mediator ; k would be un-
candid and unjuft to pronounce them fritfei/ls,

and in my idea it would be fchifmatical, for this

reafon alone, to feparate from their worihip and
communion. Many fuch, whom I have known,
I venerate as the excellent of the earth. And
whatever peculiar modes of fpeech they may
adopt in controverjy, their language, and apparent

ideas, when engaged in divine ivorfiip, are fuch,

that in uniting with them I literally comply
with the apoftolic injunction, Rom. xv. 6. With one

mind and one mouth to glorify God, even the Fath^
er of our Lord Jejus Cbrijl.

But then on the fame principles I mnit cen-

fure thofe Trinitarians as violating the laws of

chriftian candour, who upbraid fuch as hold the

fame general doctrine, with the oppofite herefy,

md refofe to hold communion with them, be-

K 3
caufe
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caufe on fuch a controverted .matter as that of

perfonality, they exprefs themfelves differently,

and chufe to adhere to the fimplicity of fcripture

language. This is particularly unbecoming in

thofe who adopt the modalfcbeme, fince the dif-

ference between them and the followers of Watts

can be but fmall.

As to thofe who think perfonality in the God-
head to. bzfomewbat between a perfori and a mode,

if there be any rational idea included in the term,

they who confider " the manifefi Wifdom, and the
«' A5tive Energy of Deity, as the WORD and
« the HOLY GHOST," may with good ap-

pearance of reafon be admitted as coming within

the fame defcription.—And they who talk of

three diJiinSfions in Deity, without any .definition

of the term, have little reafon to cenfure fuch as

in fact equally maintain three diftinctions, but

with a determinate meaning.

As to thofe who ufe the common Trinitarian

language in the Sabellian fenfe (which upon
a clofe enquiry I have found to be the cafe with

fome, and have reafon to think it fo with many)
they have little reafon to cry out ** herefy" at

the mode of interpretation for which I am here

apologizing.

That it fhould, by any, be ftigmatized with
the name either of Socinianism or Arian-
ism, appears to me peculiarly uncandid and
unjuft. The Anti-Nicene Fathers evidently

adopted this hypothefis. And if I underftand

the great reformer Cahin aright, he in like man-
ner conceived of the Word and Spirit of

God as the Wisdom and Power of Deity

PERSONIFIED.
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Personified. The pious Mr. Baxter adopt-

ed a like perfonifkation, and feverely reproves

thofe orthodox men who anathematize them that

efpoufe inch a mode of explaining the Trinity.*

Certain it is that Socinians reject fuch kind of

language, and difavow the notion of a Trinity in

any form 5 not now to fay any thing of the

atonement, which they univerfally deny, but

which thofe I am defending as flrenuouily main-

tain.

As to Arians, properly fo called, if I have

any idea of their fentiments, they confider the

Logos and the Holy Spirit as created beings;
which I think, with Dr. Watts, is an error, mod
manifeflly repugnant to fcripture-doctrine.

It is true, Dr. TVatts maintained the Man
Chriji Jefus to have been a created being. But

if on that account his followers are juftly char-

ged with herefy, I know not who will be ex-

empt ; for I fuppofe all will allow that Chrift

was properly man, and as fuch created. Some,

K 4 indeed,

• See Baxter's works, vol. ii. p. 132. Where, though lie fays tint he
tc accounts the doc"rrine of the Trinity the Arm and kerne) of the Chriftian

religion, and the Athanafian Creed (he heft explication of it," he pleads

" for the notion of " three eiTcntial principles j and after illuftrating the

matter by various objecls in nature, he obfervs that " the Icripture often

calls Chrift the IVifJom ofGod, and Aoyoc {Logos) is both Ratio (reafon)

and Oraiio (fpeech). And that fome think, the Holy Ghojl given to be-

lievers means Lo*ve to God, &c. He then adds the following pafTage j

«' Abundance of Heretics have troubled the church with their felf-devifed

«' opinions about the Trinity, and the perfon and nature of Chrift. And
*' I am loth to fay, how much many of ihe orthodox have troubled it alfo,

" with their felf-conceite-J, rmfguided, uncharitable zfal, againft thofe

" whom they judged Heretics.— I would ?dvife the reader to be none of

«' them that fhall charge with herefv all thofe who Us that the three perfons

« are Deus feiffum intelligent. Dens a feipfo intelleftus, el\Deus a jeipfo

* l amatus (tho I am not one) nor yet thofe holy men whom 1 have ci-

" ted,—and many others, who exprefsly fay, that Fotentia, Safientia, ei

"Amor, (Power, Wifdom, and' Lovel are tjie Father, Son, and Holy
" Ghoft."
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indeed, maintain that he was a human person,
as really as any other man is fo j and on this

ground deny that his Divinity was a real per/on,

diftinct from that of the Father (for otherwife

there would be two persons in Chrift -,) while

others ftrangely and arbitrarily fuppofe (to avoid

this laft abfurdity) that the method of Chrift was
merely a created nature. But both allow
*' the Deity of Chrift to confift in the union of
" the Godhead, and the manhood, in the perfon
" of Emanuel, fo that m him GOD was manifefi

in thejlefh." This general agreement I look up-

on as all that is effential to true orthodoxy, and
a fufficient bond of union. How much farther

chriftian charity may fafely extend, it is not my
prefent bufinefs to enquire. I will only obferve,

that they who have inveftigated fubjeds of doc-

trinal controverfy with the greateft care and im-
partiality, will be the moft ready to confefs, that

there are difficulties on all fides, where the fcrip-

ture has not explicitly decided ; and will fee the

greateft reafon for diffidence of themfelves, and
candour towards one another. Thefe are two
principal leffons which I have learned from the

iludy of more than thirty years, and thefe I am
principally felicitous to inculcate upon others.

If this publication fhould in any degree contri-

bute to anfwer this end, I ihall be thankful, even
though it fhould expofe me to the cenfures of
fome good men to whofe efteem I am by no
means indifferent, though their charity is much
more confined than my own ; and whom, what-
ever they may think or fay of me, I will love

and honour.
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Life, Character, and Writings

Dr. PHILIP DODDRIDGE.

T,he family from which Dr. Doddridge

defcended appears to have been originally fettled

in Devonfhire. No memoirs of it, however,

are capable of being traced farther back than to

his great grandfather, whofe name was Richard,

and who was an eminent merchant at Barnfta-

ple, in that county. Of his great grandfather

we are not told whether he was a gentleman who
lived upon his eftate, or whether he was of any

particular profeffion. That the family was an-

cient, is evinced by its arms ; and that it was of

fome confequsnce, is apparent from the liberal

education, and the refpedable fituations, of fuch

of the members of it as have not been configned

^to
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to oblivion. John Doddridge, brother of the

Doctor's great grandfather, was of no fmall dif-

tinction in the law ; paffed through feveral em-
inent flages of it, in the reign of King James
the Firft ; received the honour of knighthood ;

and at length rofe to be one of the Judges of the

Court of King's Bench. An account of hiin

will be given below.*

Another

* This John Doddridge, one of the fons of the Richard Doddridge
above mentioned, was born at Barnftaple, in the year 1555. In 1572 he

was entered of Exeter College, Oxford, where he ftudied tour years, after

which he was removed to the Middle Temple, London, where he became

a great proficient in the law, and a noted counlellor. In the forty fifth

year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, he was Lent Reader of that houle
;

and on the twentieth of January 1603-4., he was called to the degree of

Serjeant at Law. At the fafne time he had the honour of being appointed

Serjeant to Henry Prince of Wales. From this employment he was rail-

ed, in the fucceeding year, to be Sollicitor-General to the King ; though

his name does not occur, under that capacity, in Mr. B jatfon's Political

Index. 0n the twenty-fifth of June, 1607, he was conftituted his Ma-
jefty's Principal Serjeant at Law, and was knighted on the fifth of July
following. In February 1612-13, he was created Matter of Arts, at his

chambers in Serjeants' inn, by the Vice Chancellor, the two Pioclots,

and five other members of the Univerfity of Oxford. This peculiar honor

was conferred upon him in gratitude for the great fervice he had done to

the Univerfity, in feveral law-fuits depending between the city of Oxford
and the faid Univerfity. On the twenty-fecond of April, 1613, Sir John
Doddridge was appointed one of the Judges of the Court of King's Bench,

in which office he continued till his death. In this ftaiion he appears to

have conduced himielf with great integrity as well as ability. How-
ever, in April, 1623, he and the other Judges of the court were called

upon to afiign their reafens in the Houfe of Lords, for having given judg-

ment againli admitting five gentlemen to bail, who had been imprifoned

for refnfing the loan which had lately been demanded by the crown. Sir

Nicholas Hyde, Lord Chief Juftice, Sir John Doddridge, Mr. Juftice

Jones, and Mr. Juftice Whitlocke, each of them (poke upon the occafion,

and made the beft defence which the nature of the cafe would admit. If

they were guilty of a miftake, which cannot now reafonably be doubted,

they f'ecmto have been led into it in the fincerity of their hearts, from the

high notions they entertained of regal power. Sir John Doddridge, in

his fpeech, aliens the purity of his own character in the following terms :

" It is no more fit for a Judge to decline to give an account of his doings,
" than for a Chriftian of his faith. God knoweth I have endeavoured
" always to keep a good confidence ; for a troubled one who can bear r

" I have now fat in this court fifteen years, and I fliould know fomething.
'• Surely, if I had gone in a mill fo long, duft >roui J cleave to my clothes.

,f Iam
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Another John Doddridge (whether a fon, or

only a near relation of the Judge, cannot now be

afcertained) was likewiie brought up to the fame

profeffion ; and became a Couniellor of the Mid-
dle

" I am old, and have one foot in the grave ; therefore I will look to the

" better part as near as I can. But omnia habere in memoria, et in nullo

" errare, di<vinum polius eft quam humanum." Sir John Doddndge de-
parted this life on the thirteenth day of September, 1618, in the feventy-

third year of his age, and was buried in the ambulatory before the door
of the library formerly called Lady Mary's Chape!, in the cathedral church
of Exeter. Within that library is a very fumptuous monument erected to

his memory, containing his figure and that of hit wife, cut in alabalter,

under a ftately arch lupported by marble pillars. This learned Judge,
by his happy education, accompanied with excellent natural pans and un-
remitted irduflry, became lb general a Icholar, that it was laid of him,
that it was difficult to determine whether he were the better A; tilt, Divine,

civil or common Lawyer. Among his other (tudies, he was a great lover

cf antiquities, and attained to fuch an eminence of knowledge and Ikill

in that department of literature, that he was regarded as one of the ab'.eft

members of the famous Society of Antiquaries, which may be laid to

have begun in 1571, but which mote particularly flouriflnd from 1590 to

1614. The following works were written by Sir John Doddridge. 1.

*' The Lawyer's Light, or due Direction for the S;udy of the Liw."
London, 1629, quarto, a. " A complete Parlon, or a Defciipiion of
Advowfons and Church Livings, deliveied in feveral Readings, in an Inn
of Chancery called the New Inn." Printed 1602, 1603, 1650, qmrto.

3. " The Hilfory of the Ancient and Modern Eftate or the P.'iuipihty

of Wales, Duchy of Cornwall, and Earldcm of Chefter." 1630 quarto.

4. " TheEnalifo Lawyer, aTreatife defending aMethcd for the managing
of the Laws of this Land, and exprefling the bed Qualities requifite in the

Student, Praclifer, Judges, &c." London, 163 t, quarto. 5. " Opinion
touching the Antiquity, Power, Order, State, Manner, Perfons, and
Proceedings, of the High Courts of Parliament in England." London,
1658, octavo. 6. " A Treatife of particular Eftates." London, 1677,
duodecimo. Printed at the end of the fourth edition of William Noy's
Works, entitled, " The Ground and Maxims of the Law." 7. "A
true Reprefentation of fore- pallid Parliaments to the View cf the prefenc

Times and Polterity." This ftiil. remains in manulcript. Sir John Dod-
dridge alfo enlarged a book called the " Magazine of Honour ;" Lon-
don, 1642. The fame bo. k was afterwards publilhed under his name by
the Title of" The Law oi Nobility and Peerage j" London, 1657, 1 6 5 ^

,

o&avo. In the Collection of anions Bifcouifes written by eminent An-
tiquaries, are two DifTertations by our Judge ; one of which is on theDi-
tnenfions of the Land of England, and the other on the Office and Duty
of Heralds in the country.

f

f CelUcTion of curious Difcourfes written by eminent Antiquaries, Vol.

H. p. 432,433. Ibid.. Vol. I. />. 40— 4.2, t<>3

—

16?. IV-od's Athene

Oxonienjis, Vol. 1. Col. 519, 520. Beat/on s Political I/tdexi I'd. I. p. 4.C9.

tarliamentary Hiftorj, Vol. VIII. p. 1—8.
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die Temple, Recorder of Barnftaple, and a mem-,

ber of the long Parliament. From a circum-

ftance related concerning him, of his being

fecluded from the houfe, with fome other mem-
bers, in December 1648, becaufe certain matters

were to be debated concerning them, there is

reafon to believe that he might be obnoxious to

the then ruling party, on account of his not be-

ing willing to concur with them in all their

meafures.* Philip Doddridge, an uncle of the

Doctor's, was alfo bred to the law, and difcharg-

ed, for many years, the important truft of Stew-

ard to the noble and wealthy family of Ru (Tel,

under William the fifth Earl, and firft Duke of

Bedford. Our author's grandfather, whofe name
was John, was educated for the church, in the

Univerfity of Oxford, and was poiTeiTed of the

rectory of Sheperton, in the county of Middlefex,

from which he was ejected on the twenty-fourth

ofAuguft, 1662, in confequence of the act of
uniformity. At that time he had ten children

unprovided for ; notwithstanding which, he
quitted a benefice that was worth two hundred
pounds a year, rather than he would violate his

confcience, by fubmitting to the fubfcriptions

and declarations requited, and the ufages impo-
fed by that act. Dr. Calamy has recorded con-
cerning him, that he was an ingenious man, a

fcholar, an acceptable preacher, and a very peace-

able divine. From his funeral fermon, it ap-
pears that he had preached, in the latter part of

his

* Collection of curious Difcnurfes written by eminent Antiquaries,
Vol. II. P . 4.3*. Wood's Athens Oxonient'es, Vol. I. Col. 5r S .

Whitelock's Memorials, p. j6o.
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lils life, to a congregation at or near Brentford,

and that he died luddenly, in 1689, much re-

flected and beloved by his people.*

Daniel Doddridge, the Doctor's father, was
brought up to trade, and fettled as an oilman,

in the city of London. Being the eldeft fur-

vivitig branch of the family, he was heir at law

to the large edate of the Judge (about two thou-

fand pounds a year) and was often urged by his

friends to purfue the recovery of it, but he chofe

to decline doing it, from an apprehenlion of the

hazard and expenfe that would attend the at-

tempt. He had a great number of children, all

of whom died young, excepting one daughter,

and our author. The Doctor was the laft and

twentieth child of his father's marriage. His
mother was the daughter of the Reverend Mr. v

John Bauman, of Prague in Bohemia j who, in

confequence of the troubles which followed the

expuliion of Frederic, Elector Palatine, left his

native country about the year 1626. Such was

his adherence to the Proteftant religion, that,

for the fake of enjoying the free exercife of it, he

quitted all his friends, and the pofTemon of a

confiderable eftate. He withdrew, on foot, in

the habit of a peafant, carrying with him nothing

but a hundred broad pieces of gold, plaited in a

leathern girdle,^ and a Bible of Luther's trans-

lation.

• Orion's Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Writings, of the late

Reverend Philin Doddridge, D. D. p. i—4, fecond edition. Calamy's

Abridgment, Vol. II. p. 466.

f Mr. Bauman, the firft night after he commenced his journey, left:

his girdle behind him at the inn in which he lay ; and not being uled to

fueh a cincture, he did not mifs it till he came to another inn the next

evening. Upon this he immediately went back to his former lodgings,

with
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lation. Having fpent fome time at Saxe-Gotha,

and in other parts of Germany, he came to Eng-
land, in what year is uncertain, with ample tef-

timoniais from many of the principal German
divines. Being thus ftrongly recommended, he

was made Mailer of the Free School at King-

fton-upon-Tames, at which place he died, leav-

ing behind him one only child, the daughter be-

fore mentioned, then very young.

Dr. Philip Doddridge was born in London,
on the twenty-lixth of June, 1702. So desti-

tute was he, at his birth, of the figns of life,

that he was thrown afide as. dead. One, how-
ever,, of the attendants, thinking that (he per-

ceived fome motion or breath in him, cheriihed

with fuch afiiduous care the almoft expiring

flame of exigence, that it was happily preferved,

for the j*£nefit of the world. From his infancy

young Doddridge had an infirm constitution , and
a thin confumptive habit, which rendered both

himielf and his friends apprehenfive that his life

would be fhort. He frequently was accuftomed

therefore, efpecially on the returns of his birth-

day,

with the united painful appi^henfion cf being met by purfuers, and of not
having the good fortune to recover his fubitance. When he arrived at the inn,
he enquired of the chambermaid if (he had ken a girdle which he had left

in his chamber. She informed him that (he had feen it, but that, imagin-.
:ng it to be of no value, (he had thrown it away, and could not recol-
lect where. After having told her that he had a great value for his old
belt, tli3t it would he very ufeful to him in the long journey he had be-
fore him, and that he would handfomely reward her for finding it, (he
fcarched diligently, and at length found it in a hole under the flairs,

where the family ufed to throw their worn out ufelefs furniture. The
good man received his girdle with great joy, and purfued his journey with
thankliilnels to Providence for 'he recovery. This event he often fpoke
of to his friends, as an extraordinary and feafonable mercy.

f

t 'OrtonS Memoirs of the Life, Charafter, and Writings of the Rever*
end Philip Doddridge, D, D. p. 4. 5) note, fecend edition.
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day, to exprefs his wonder and gratiude that his

years were fo long continued. His parents,

whofe character was worthy of their birth and

education, brought him up in the early know-
ledge of religion. Before he could read, his

mother taught him the hiflory of the Old and

New Teftament, by the amfbnce of fome Dutch
tiles in the chimney of the room where they

ufually fat ; and accompanied her inftructions

with fuch wife and pious reflections, as made
ftrong and lading impreiiions upon his heart.

His firft initiation in the learned languages was

under Mr. Scott, a minifter, who kept a private

fchool in London. In 171 2, when he was ten

years of age, he was removed to Kingfton-upon-

Thames, and placed at the fchool which had

been taught by his grandfather Bauman. Here
he continued till 171 5, and difcinguifhed him-
felf by his piety and his diligent application to

literature. On the feven teenth of July, in the

fame year, he had the unhappinefs of loiing his

father ; and he had been deprived of his mother
fometime before. This circumftance, of his be-

ing left an orphan, excited in him very ferious

reflections, which, however, were not wholly of

a gloomy nature ; for he exprefTed a devout, and

even a cheerful trull in the protection of the

God of Mercies, the univerfal Parent of man-
kind.

About the tir~e of his father's death, Mr.
Doddridge quitted Kingfton, and was removed

to a private fchool at St. Alban's, under the care

of a v/orthy and learned matter, Mr. Nathaniel

Wood. At this town be had not only the ad-

vantage
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vantage of receiving excellent inftru&ion, but

was peculiarly happy in forming an acquaintance

with a gentleman to whom he owed the higheft

obligations, and who behaved to him with the

kindnefs of a parent. The gentleman we fpeak

of was Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Samuel Clark, the

difTenting minifter of the place. What rendered

Mr. Clark's regard and protection particularly

feafbnable, was a calamity that befell Mr. Dod-
dridge with refpecl: to his private fortune. By
the mifmanagement of the perfon into whole
hands the care of his affairs had been entrusted

after his father's death, he loft the whole of his

fubftance. In this melancholy fituation, he
found a ready benefactor in Mr. Clark ; and had
not Providence raifed him up fuch a generous

friend, he could not have proceeded in the courfe

of his ftudies.

During Mr. Doddridge's refidcnce at St. Al-
ban's, he began to keep a diary of his life ; from
which it appears how diligently he improved his

time, and how anxious he was to be daily advan-
cing in knowledge, piety, virtue, and ufefulnefs.

As he had the chriflian miniftry in view, befides

his application to the languages, he read, every

morning and evening, portions of fcripture, with
iomc commentary upon them ; and it was very

feldom indeed, that he permitted either his fchool

bufinefs, or any avocations or amufements, to

divert him from this courfe. He recorded the

fubitance and defign of the fermons he heard, to-

gether with the impreflions which they made
upon him, and particularly noted what was moft
worthy of imitation in the preacher. In thefe

important
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important concerns he had the fingular felicity

of enjoying the direction of fo kind and experi-

enced a friend as Mr. Clark. Under the inftruc-

tions, and by the** encouragement of the fame

gentleman, he was admitted to the Lord's Sup-
per ; and his Qwn reflections on the occafion,

preferved in his diary, amply fhew the feriouf-

nefs of his fpirit in that early part of life.

In the year 171 8, Mr. Doddridge left the

fchool at St. Alban's, and retired for a time, to

his fitter's houfe,* with a view of considering

his future profeffion. Strong as the bent of his

inclination was to the miniftry, he had little prof-

peel:, from the narrownefs of his circumftances,

of being able to carry his wifhes into execution.

Whilft he was in this ftate of fufpence, the Duch-
efs of Bedford, who had a regard for his family,

hearing of his lituation and character, and of his

warm inclination to fludy, made him an offer,

that, if he chofe to be educated for the church of

England, and would go to either of the Univer-

sities, fhe would fupport the expenfes of his edu-

cation, and afterwards provide for him, if fhe

fhould live, till he had taken orders. This pro-

pofal he received with the higheft gratitude, but

declined it in the moft refpectful manner, as he

could not fatisfy his confeience in complying

with the terms of minifterial conformity. In

L the

• His fitter was married to Mr. John Netileton> a diftenting minifter at

Ongar, in EfTex. She was a lady diltinguiftied by her good fenfe and
piety, and by the patience and tranquillity with which fhe bore foirte heavy

afflictions. Her brother always behaved to her with the utmolt tenciernef*
;

and even while at the academy, and in his lirlt feultment, generoufly con-
tributed all that he could fpare out of his luiall lUck for her affiftance.f

f Orion, ubi fupra, p, 4, note.
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the diftrefs of his mind, from an apprehenfiarc

that he mould not be able to accomplish what

was Co near to his heart, he waited upon Dr. Ed-
mund Calamy, a divine of great eminence among
the difientcrs at that period, and entreated his

advice and affijfhnce towards his being brought

up for the ministry. But in this application he

met with no encouragement. The Doctor en-

deavoured to difTuade him from his delign, and

urged him to betake himfelf to fome other pro-

feflion. Diiheartened by fo many obstructions

and difficulties, he at length entertained thoughts

of entering upon the Study of the law, in which
defign he was encouraged by Mr. Horfeman, a

celebrated conveyancer, who recommended him
to Mr. Eyre, a counfellor, from whom he re-

ceived fuch good prapofals, that he was on the

point of complying with them. However, pre-

viously to his final determination, he devoted one
morning folemnly to feek to God for direction ;

and whilft he was actually engaged in this pious

exercife, the poftman knocked at the door with
a letter from Mr. Clark, containing an offer to

take him under his care, if he ehoie the minif-

try upon Christian principles. With what
thankfulnefs he embraced the offer, will appear

from his own words in his diary. " This,"
fays he, '» I look upon almofl as an anfwer from
'< heaven ; and, while I live, mall always adore
C( fo feafonable an interpoiition of divine Provi-
<{ dence. I have fought God's direction in all

" this matter, and I hope I have had it. My
" only view in my choice hath been that of

f more extenfive fervice -, and I beg God would
(i make
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* c make rac an inftrurnent of doing much good
" in the world.*

Mr. Doddridge returned to St. Alban's, in

confequence of Mr. Clark's propofal, and con-

tinued fome months at the houfe of that gene-

rous friend, who directed him in his fiudies,

furnifhed him with proper books, and laboured

to cherifh religious difpofitions and views in his

heart. In October, 171 9, he was placed under

the tuition of the Reverend John Jennings, who
kept an academy at Kibworth, in Leiceftermire,

and was a gentleman of great learning, piety, and
ufefulnefs. Mr. Jennings was the author of
" Two Difcourfes on Preaching Chrift, and
particular and experimental Preaching," fir ft

printed in 1723, which were fo much efteemed

that they were recommended by two Bifhops at

their vifitations of their clergy, and tranflated in-

to the German language, by order of Dr. Frank,

ProfeiTbr of Divinity at Hall, in Saxony. A fe-

cond edition of them appeared in 1736* under
the care of Mr.Jennings's brother, Dr. David Jen-
nings, who was for many years an eminent min-
ifter and tutor in London. Mr. John Jennings

publifried likewife, M A genealogical table of the

Kings of England, Scotland, and France, for the

fpace of nine hundred years." Under the tuition

of this gentleman, for whom Mr. Doddridge had
the higheft veneration and refpecl, he profecuted

his ftudies with thegreateft ardour and diligence,

Befides attending and ftudying the academical

lectures, and reading the particular parts of the

authors to whom his tutor referred his pupils

L 2 for

• Orton, ubi fupra, p. 4— tz,
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for the farther illuftration of the fubjects treated

upon, he had in one half year read fixty books,

and about as many more afterwards in the fame

proportion of time. Some of thefe were large

volumes, fuch as Patrick's Commentaries, Til-

lotfon's Works, and moft of the fermons that

had been preached at Boyle's Lecture. All the

reft were learned or ufeful treatifes. Nor was it

in a hafty or defultory manner that thefe books

were read by him, but with great attention and

clofe ftudy. Several of them he abridged ; and

from others he made extracts, which were in-

ferted in his common-place book ; and when he

found, in any of the works perufed by him, a

remarkable interpretation or illuftration of a text

of fcripture, he transferred it into his interleaved

Teftament or Bible.*

It was of eminent advantage to Mr. Dod-
dridge, that, during the whole of his academical

courfe, he enjoyed the correfpondence of Mr.
Clark. From fuch of this gentleman's.letters

as have ftill been preferved, it appears that his.

advices to his young friend, whether regarding

his religious or literary improvements, were lig-

nally wife and judicious -j- It was probably in

conformity with the exhortations of Mr. Clark,

that Mr. Doddridge made it his bufinefs to in-

creafe his acquaintance with elaffical learning.

The more immediate objects of his attention were
the Greek writers. Thefe he not only read with
care, but wrote obfervations upon them, for the il-

luftration ofthe authors themiel ves, or ofthe fcrip-

tures
;

* Orton, ubi fupra, t2— 14.

f Letters to and from the Rev. Philip Doddridge, D, D. p. 1— it.
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turesj andhefeledtedfuchpaffagesasmightbefer-

viceabk to him in his preparations for the pul-

pit. His remarks upon Homer, in particular*

were fo numerous, that they would make a con-

siderable volume.* This part of Mr. Dod-
dridge's conduct is juftly entitled to commenda-
tion. By forming his tafte upon the great mo-
dels of antiquity, to which he added an acquaint-

ance with the polite writers of his own country,

he acquired an eafe and elegance of ftile which
he would not otherwife have attained. His me-
rit was the greater in this refpect, as few of the

diffenters had hitherto cultivated the graces of

compofition, and perhaps not many of them had

excelled even in the perfpicuity and correctnefs

of their language. It is defirable that the cauie

of truth, piety, and virtue, mould come recom-

mended with every pofhble advantage.

While M$. Doddridge was thus laying up a

large ftore of folid and ornamental knowledge,

he was equally intent upon cultivating the ex-

cellencies of the chriftian character. For this

purpofe he drew up fome rules for the regula-

tion of his temper and conduct, which he in-

ferted in the beginning of his interleaved New
Teftament, that, by a frequent review of them,

they might have the greater influence on the.

whole of his behaviour. They are very llrict
j

and perhaps more ftrict than can ordinarily and

univerfally be put into practice ; but the effect

of them was happy on himfelf, and an attention

to them might be fignally ufeful to others, who
L 3

have

* Orton, ab) Tupraj p. j£.
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have the fame views in life.* In the year 1722,

Mr. Jennings removed, with his pupils, from

Kibworth to Hinckley, at which place Mr.
Doddridge, after having been previoufly examin-

ed by a committee of minifters, and received an

ample teftimonial to his qualifications, preached

his firft fermon. This was on the twenty-

fecond of July in that year. As he was but lit-

tle more than twenty years of age, his friend Mr.
Clark feemed rather appreheniive that he had be-

gun to preach too foon ; but he acquiefced in

the judgment of his tutor, grounded on the ma-
turity of Mr. Doddridge's abilities.

-f*
From his

fir ft appearance in the pulpit, he was remarkably

acceptable in the places where he exercifed his.

talents. After continuing to purfue his ftudies

another year, he accepted of an invitation from
the congregation of Diilenters at Kibworth. At
the fame time he had an application from the

city of Coventry, to be Afliftant to Mr. Warren.
Mr. Clark gave the preference to the laft offer,

for feveral judicious reafons ; notwith (landing

which, Mr. Doddridge, upon mature delibera-

tion, made choice of the former fituation. His
principal motives for lb doing were his youth,
and the opportunity of purfuing his ftudies with
little interruption. It was in June 1723, that

he fettled at Kibworth. As the congregation
was fmall, and he lived in an obfcure village, he
could devote almoft his whole time to the farther

acquifition of knowledge and learning ; and this

he did with indefatigable zeal. Soon after his

fettlement

9 They may be Teen in Oi ton's Memoir?, p. 16— 18.

t 9*1??* ubi f»pr3| p. 20. Doddridge's Letters, p. 7.
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fettlement at Kibworth, one of his fellow-pupils

having condoled with him, in a letter, on his

being buried alive, he returned the following fen-^

fible and fpirited anfwer : " Here I ftick clofe

7 to thofe delightful Studies which a favourable
te Providence has made the bufinefs of my life.

*' One day paffeth away after another, and I only
** know that it paffeth pleafantly with me. As
" for the world about me, I have very little con-
*' cern with it. I live almoft like a tortoife,

" /hut up in its (hell, almoft always in the fame

*-f town, the fame houfe, the fame chamber.
<{ Yet I live like a prince ; not indeed in the
*' pomp of greatnefs, but the pride of liberty j

<( mailer of my books, matter of my time, and,

*', I hope I may add, mafler of myfelf. I can
*< willingly give up the charms of London, the

" luxury, the company, and the popularity of it,

" for the fecret pleafures of rational employment
*' and felf-approbation ; retired from applaufe
s< and reproach, from envy and contempt, and
(t the destructive baits of avarice and ambition,
e< So that, inftead of lamenting it as my misfor-
" tune, you mould congratulate me upon, it as

t( my happinefs, that I am confined to an ob-
" fcure village ; feeing it gives me fo many val-

" liable advantages, to the moffc important pur-^

*? pofes of devotion and philofophy ; and I nope
" I may add ufefulnefs too."* It is with pe-

culiar pleafure that the writer of the prefent nar-

rative has tranfcribed this paffage ; as he thinks

that he has reafon to reflect, with fome degree of

fatis faction, that the ipending of a number of

L 4 years

* Orton, ubi fopr^, p t 20—22. Doddjidge's Letters, p. io, 11,
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years in retired fituations may be favourable to

the increafe of knowledge, and the habits of

fludy.

Whilft Mr. Doddridge lived at Kibworth,

and during the earlier years of his miniftry, he

was very exact and careful in his preparations for

the pulpit. Both his fermons and expofitions

were the refult of deep attention and fludy ; and

they were drawn up with exactnefs of method,

and correctnefs and elegance of ftile. By this

means he contracted a habit of delivering his fen-

timents ufually with judgment, and always with

eafe and freedom of language, when, afterwards,

he was obliged, from the multiplicity of his du-

ties and engagements, principally to have re-

courfe to extempore fpeaking. Indeed, except-

ing when he was called out on particular occa-

iions, the period I have now fpecified was the

time in which Mr. Doddridge more efpecially

excelled as a preacher. When I was a fludent

under him, he ufed frequently, on a Saturday

evening, to read in the academy, the fermons he
had made in his younger years -, and they were
much admired by his pupils, as containing mo-
dels for their imitation, far fuperior to thofe

which he could then have leifure to give in his

ufual Sunday difcourfes. One thing which plea-

fed moft of us was, that thefe fermons had lefs

of the Calviniftical drefs of expreflion than was
adopted by him after his fettlement at North-
ampton,

Befides the pains which Mr. Doddridge took
to acquaint himfelf with controverfial and criti-

cal theology, he was in the continual habit of

reading
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reading deeply and ferioully the writers of prac-

tical divinity. Among thefe, his peculiar fa-

vorites were Tillotfon, Howe, and Baxter j* and

undoubtedly they are authors from whom the

clergy of every denomination may derive the

richeft flores of private improvement and public

utility. I remember to have heard him fpeak of

Barrow with great energy of commendation.

Many of the divines of the latter part of the laft

century (among whom the Church of England
claims the larger number) were incomparably

excellent for the high fpirit of devotion, the ful-

nefs of fentiment, and the energy and copioufnefs

of flile ; and the neglect, of them has been of no
advantage to modern times.

In the midfl of Mr. Doddridge's ferious pur-

fuits, he did not difcontinue his regard to polite:

literature. Having been early acquainted, with

the French tongue, he was frequent in the peru-

fal of the elegant writers of that nation. Pie

thought that many of them were pofiefTed of

very great genius, and he applauded them as in-

timately acquainted with the ancients, thofe

prime mailers of eloquence and poetry. Of all

their dramatic poets he met with none whom
he admired fo much as Racine. He was charm-
ed with the pomp, elegance, and harmony of his

language, as well as with the majefiy, tendernefs,

and propriety of his fentiments. His pieces, in

general, for the ftage, he approved, as conducted

with a wonderful mixture of grandeur and fim-

plicity, which fufficiently diftinguifh him from
the dulnefs of fome tragedians, arid the bombaft

pf
• Qrton, ubi, fupra, p, m,
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of others. Another of Mr. Doddridge's favour-

ite authors was Fenelon, Archbiihop of Carrir

bray. That writer's Reflections upon Eloquence,

in particular, he looked upon as one of the mofl

judicious performances he had ever feen. Mr.
Doddridge was not equally an admirer of the

French fermons. Thefe he judged to be far in-

ferior to thofe of our Englifh divines. Bourda-
loue's, notwithftanding the high eitimation they

have been held in, appeared to him to be little

better than empty harangues. Many of Cham-
inais' he efteemed to be good -, but of all which
he had then feen, he gave the preference to the

difcourfes of Mr. Superville, the Proteftant di-

vine at Rotterdam. " He efpecially excels,"

laid Mr. Doddridge, in a letter to an ingenious

young friend, " in the beauty of his imagery,
'* defcriptions, and fimiles, and fome of the molt.

'? pathetic expoftulations I ever law. In ihort,

" I believe he is perfectly to your tafle : only
" there is one thing which will difpleafe you as

" much as it did me ; which is, that many of his

" arguments are very inconclulive, though gen-
" erally as good as high Calvinifm will bear."*

It is certain that Mr. Doddridge was afterwards

particularly pleated with Saurin's fermons, and
ftrongly recommended them to his pupils.

Whether he was acquainted with MaiTillon is

not recollected.

While Mr. Doddridge was thus folicitous to

enrich his mind with various knowledge, and
to qualify himfelf for appearing with every ad-
vantage in the pulpit, he was diligently atten-

tive
• Letters to and from the Rsv. Dr, Doddridge, p. *6, 27.
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tive to the private duties of his ftation. He
would often leave his ftudy, to vifit and inftrud

the people under his care. In his manner of
converfation he was careful to adapt himfelf to

the capacities of his congregation, which confut-

ed chiefly of perfons in the lower ranks of life.

This object, likewife, he feriouily regarded in his

public difcourfes, which, while they were judi-

cious, and frequently elegant, were, at the fame
time, plain and eafy to be underftood. In this

happy art he was probably not a little affifled by
his intimate acquaintance with the works of the

excellent Tillotfon, which, however they may
now be neglected by a faftidious age, will al-

ways deferve to be mentioned with honour, as

having eminently contributed to the introduction

of a rational and ufeful method of preaching in

England. How anxious our young divine was,

to difcharge every part of his duty as a chriftian

miniiler, whether in or out of the pulpit, with
the greatefl fidelity and zeal, is evident from the

copious extracts which Mr. Orton has given from
his diary.*

In October, 1725, Mr. Doddridge removed
his abode to Market-Harborough, in doing which
he did not difcontinue his relation to the people

at Kibworth. He preached to them as before,

excepting on facrament days, when his place was

fupplied by Mr. Some of Harborough, who had
taken upon him the paftoral care of the myall

fociety at Kibworth, in conjunction with his

own. This change in Mr. Doddridge's refi-

dence was very advantageous to him, as it gave

him
* Orion, ubi fupra, p. 13— 31.
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him an opportunity of nearer converfe and inti->

macy with a gentleman, to whom he had been

under early obligations, and who, next to Mr.
Clark, was, perhaps, the beft friend he had ever

experienced. Mr. Some was a perfon of uncom-
mon piety, zeal, prudence, and fagacity. In-

deed he appears to have been the prime ornament

among the diffenting minifters in that part of the

kingdom. For the memory of this excellent

man, who died on the twenty-ninth of May,

1737, Mr. Doddridge always maintained the

moil affectionate regard, which he ftrongly terri-

fied on feveral occafions. He publifhed, in par-

ticular, fome years after Mr. Some's deceafe, a

judicious tract that had been written by him on
the fubject of inoculation, for the purpofe of re-

moving the religious difficulties with which ma-
ny worthy minds had been embarraffed, in refpect

to that practice. In this view the pamphlet has

been of very considerable utility. I do not find

that Mr. Some ever printed more than two fer-

mons ; one in the year 1729, concerning the

proper " Methods to be taken by Minifters for

the Revival of Religion ;" and another in 1736*
preached at the funeral of the Reverend Thomas
Saunders of Kettering.

-f*

The abilities and talents of Mr. Doddridge
occafioned him to be fought for by much more
numerous congregations than that in which he
firft fettled. Even fo early as in the year 1723,
when he had but lately finiihed his academical
ftudies, he received an invitation to undertake

the

f Orron, ubi, fu rra, p. |a, 33, 34. Cooke's Hiftoiical Regifar, vol.
... p. 1 1 2. .

*
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the paftoral charge of a large fociety of diffent-

ers in the city of London. But he thought

himfelf unequal to fo great a burden. Betides

this, he was difcouraged by the unhappy differ-

ences which at that time fubiifted between the

non-conformift minifters of the metropolis and

its neighborhood, about fubfcribing or not fub-

fcribing to articles of faith, in the words of
human device, as a tefh of orthodoxy. In his

anfwer to the gentleman who tranfmitted the

invitation to him, he difplayed the liberality of
his own mind ; for after mentioning fome other

objections to the propofal, he added as follows :

<l I might alfo have been required to fubfcribe ;

f* which I am refolved never to do. We have
" no difputes on that matter in thefe parts. A
*' neighbouring gentleman once endeavoured to
" introduce a fubfcription ; but it was effectual^

M ly overruled by Mr. Some of Harborough,
" Mr. Norris of Welford, and Mr. Jennings,
" my tutor. I fhall content myfelf here, with
" being a benevolent well-wifher to the interefts

" of liberty and peace. "-f-

In 1726-7, Mr. Doddridge was recommend-
ed by his friend Mr. Clark to a vacant congre-

gation at Hertford ; the confequence of which
was, that two perfons were fent to Kibworth,
to hear him. The refult of this matter, which
ftrongly difplays the ridiculouily narrow fpirit of
fome of the dirlenters at that period, is thus hu-
mourouily related by Mr. Clark in one of his

letters. " Not having any other opportunity,
6(

I thought it necelTary to fend you without
" delay

f Citgn, ubi fupra, p. 4.0.
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" delay by the poft, to complain of your fcecp-

f? ing in your place of worfhip fuch ftumbling-^

" blocks and fuperflitious cuftoms, as are very

" offenfive to your christian brethren. It is no
" wonder you are thought a legal preacher,

" when you have the ten commandments paint-

" ed upon the walls of your chapel. Beiides,

" you have a clerk, it feems, fo impertinent as

" to fay, Amen, with an audible voice. O tem-
*' pora ! O mores ! that fuch a rag of popery
*' mould ever be tolerated in. a congregation of
" Protectant diflenters ; and, to complete all,

" you, the minifter, conclude your prayers with
" a form called the Lord's prayer. Do you
*' know what mifchief you have done ? What a

f* blot you have brought upon yourfelf by fuch
" ofTeniive practices ? It may be, you are

" furprifed at what this means. In a few words
" then, Mr. Chandler of Bedford, being on his

" return home at Mr. Eccles's, defired him up-
" on my motion to write to Hertford, to re-

" commend you to them in his name, as a very

" fit man to be their minifter. Upon this, two
*' members of that congregation went over the
et other day to hear you preach. But no fooner

" did they come into the place, but they found
" themfelves difappointed 5 and what they heard
M at the clofe, confirmed them fo much in their

" prejudices, that they thought it needlefs to

" fay any thing of their intention to you. Go-
" ing to preach laft Sunday at Ware, I heard all
%i

this there, and afterwards at Hertford. I can-
" not but pity them for their weaknefs ; and do
" not knpw but it is happy for you not to en-

6 < counter
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f< counter fuch odd humours. "-(• It was indeed

happy for Mr. Doddridge, that he had not to

encounter with people of fuch a rigid and capri-

cious difpofition. However, it ought to be re-

membered, that fome of the diflenters at Hert-

ford had lenfe enough to be angry that two per-

fons mould take upon them to judge for the

whole fociety.

Mr. Doddridge, in the year 1728, received a

preMing invitation from one of the diflenting

congregations at Nottingham, and a few months
after, from the other. There were many cir-

cumftances that tended to recommend both the

invitations. The focieties were large and re-

fpe&able, the falary considerable, the town pop-

ulous and flourifliing, its iituation delightful,

the converfation agreeable, and the profpedt of

ufefulnefs very extenfive. Neverthelefs, after

mature deliberation, Mr. Doddridge determined

to adhere to the plan of continuing to purfue

his fchemes of improvement in a more private

refidence. In this determination he did not act

without confuking his wifeft friends, and feek-

ing for divine direction. In 1729, he was cho-

fen afTiftant to Mr. Some at Harborough ; the

congregation at that place being defirous to en-

joy his labours more frequently than before : the

refult of which choice was, that he preached

there and at Kibworth alternately. At this

time of his life, though he was but little more
than twenty-feven years of age, the fame of his

abilities and worth was fo much fpread abroad,

that his fettlement among them was fought for-

ty
t Letter? to and from the Rev, Dr. DoJ'k'dg*, p. 14, 15,
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by various large focieties betides thofe already

mentioned. But his regard to Mr. Some, his

love for the people at Kibworth, and his folici-

tude to have greater leifure for ftudy than he
could enjoy in a populous town and extenfive

connections, ftill retained their influence in lead-

ing him to decline the different propofals that

were made to him for a removal.*

When Mr. Doddridge left the academy, Mr.
Jennings, a few weeks before his death, which
happened in the prime of his days, on the eighth

of July, 1723, earneflly preffedhis pupil to keep

in view the improvement of the courfe he had
gone through of academical lectures, and to ftu-

dy that courfe in fuch a manner as to refer what
occurred to him, to the compendiums his tutor

had drawn up, that they might be illuftrated and
enriched. Our young divine did not then fuf-

pect what was the motive of Mr. Jennings in

giving him this advice. But he afterwards was
informed, that his tutor had declared it to be
his opinion, that if it mould pleafe God to re-

move him early in life, Mr. Doddridge was the

mcft likely of any of his pupils to purfue the

fchemes which he had formed ; and which, in-

deed, were very far from being complete, as he
died about eight years after he had undertaken
the conduct of a theological academy. Agreea-
bly to Mr. Jennings's advice, Mr. Doddridge,
during his fettlement at Kibworth, reviewed his

courfe of lectures with care. About this time,

an ingenious young gentleman, Mr. Thomas
Benyon, fon of Dr. Samuel Benyon, a celebrated

minuter
9 Orton, ubi, fupra, p, 39—4*,
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minuter and tutdr at Shrewfbury, who died in

1708, had entertained thoughts of reviving the

Icheme of his father. Converfing one day with

Mr. Doddridge, the difcourfe turned upon the

beft method of conducting the preparatory (tud-

ies of youth intended for the miniftry. In con-

clufion, Mr. Benyon earneitly requefted of his

friend, that he would write down his fentiments

upon the fubjecl. Mr. Doddridge con fen ted,

and drew up his thoughts in the form of a let-

ter, which grew into a considerable volume.

But when he had juft finifhed the work 3 Mr.
Benyon, for whofe ufe it was defigned, died, and
the treatife remained in the writer's own hands.

Mr. Saunders of Kettering, happening to fee it

in his ftudy, deiired to have the peruial of it ;

after which he (hewed it to Dr. Watts, with
whom Mr. Doddridge had then no perfonal ac-

quaintance. The Doctor, who was much plea-

fed with the plan, made fome remarks upon it,

and communicated it to feveral of his friends,

who all concurred in opinion, that the perfon

who had drawn it up was beif qualified to carry

it into execution. Accordingly, application was
made to him for that purpofe 5 and Mr. Some
was the gentleman principally employed in ma-
naging the affair. He knew that Mr* Dod-
dridge had every important and defirable qualifi-

cation for the inftru&ion of youth ; and there-

fore he not only propofed his undertaking it,

but prefTed the matter upon him in the ftrongefl

terms* Nor would he by any means allow the

validity of his plea of incapacity, but urged that,-

fuppofing him lefs capable than his friends be*

M lieved,
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lieved, hejnight improve his time in his retire-

ment, when engaged in fuch a work with a few

pupils, to greater advantage than without them.

This was a very proper confideration : for every

man who has fuftained the character of a pre-

ceptor, if he has difcharged his duty with a fuit-

ablc degree of attention and fidelity, muft be kn-
iiblc that the employment has highly contributed

to the accuracy and increafe of his own know-
ledge. Mr. Some had likewife, unknown to

Mr. Doddridge, obtained from the relations of

fome young men, the promiie of putting them
under his care, by which another objection that

might have arifen was precluded ; and Mr. Saun-

ders offered his brother to be the firfc pupil of

the intended academy. It was with great humi- .

lity and diffidence that Mr. Doddridge hearken-

ed to theie folicitations. He was deeply con-

vinced of the importance and difficulty of the

undertaking, and devoutly implored the direction

and affiftance of the Supreme Being. Whilfl
he was frill in doubt with regard to his final de-

termination, he efteemed it a kind providence

that the diffenting minifters in the neighbour-
hood had agreed to meet at Lutterworth, on the

tenth of April, 1729, to fpend a day in humilia-
tion and prayer for the revival of religion. To
this arlembly Mr. Some propofed the fcheine that

had been concerted for the eftablifliment of an
academy at Harborough, under the care of his

young friend j and it met with the entire appro-
[ bation of the gentlemen prefent. They unani-
mouily concurred in their ientiments of the pro-
priety and ufefulnefs of the. defign, and Mr.

Doddridge's
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Doddridge's qualifications for conducting it ; and
they promifed him all the afliftance and. encour-

agement that were in their power. This had
great weight in forming his refolution. Never-

thelefs, before the matter was abfolutely deter-

mined, he thought proper to confult fame of his

brethren and friends at a diftance, and efpecially

Mr. Clark -, who at firft hefitated on the fub-

ject, and, on account of Mr. Doddridge's admir-

able talents for the pulpit, feemed rather to wifh

that he might have a fettlement in London.
However, he foon approved of the fcheme, as

did the reft of the perfons whofe advice had been

folicited. Mr. Doddridge confented, therefore*

to the execution of a plan which* on every fide,

was fo zealoufiy and earneftly recommended.

What much encouraged him to enter upon the

office of an academical tutor, was the circum-

ilance of his retreat at Harborough ; the pafto-

ral care of the congregation there, and at Kib-

worth, being fulfilled by Mr. Some ; fo that he

had little to do as a minifler, excepting to make
one fermona week, which confidering the vigour

and celerity of his mind, was an eafy tafk.

Mr. Doddridge having, at length, refolved to

comply with the wifh.es of his friends, lie imme-
diately reviewed his plans of Academical Studies,

with Dr. Watts's remarks, and ccrreiponded

with that eminent divine on the fubjecl. He
read, likewife, every valuable book which he

could meet with on the education of youth, and

made fuch extracts as he thought might be con-

ducive to the execution of his defign. Befides

this, he wrote many letters to the minifters of

M 2 different
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different denominations, with whom he was ac-

quainted, requeuing their advice in his great un-

dertaking. One gentleman whom he particu-

larly confultcd was the Rev. Dr. Samuel Wright,

of London, who favoured him with his fenti-

ments at large, eipecially on the head of divinity

lectures. Mr. Clark communicated to him va-

rious tranfcripts from the lectures of Mr. Jones,

who had been a tutor of diftinguifhed ability and

learning, at Tewkfbury in Glocefterfhire. With
all theie preparations, Mr. Doddridge thought

it his wifdom to make a trial fir ft in a private

way, with only two or three ftudents, declining

to receive others that offered. At Midfummer,

1729, he opened his academy. The fubject of

his fir ft lecture to his pupils was of a religious

kind, fhewing the nature, reafonablenefs, and ad-

vantages, of their acknowledging God in their

ftudies. In the fecond, he gave directions for

their behaviour to him, to each other, to the

family, and all around them ; with proper mo-
tives to excite their attention to a right conduct

in thefe refpects. After this he proceeded to

his ordinary courfe.-- Thus was he led to a fi-

xation cf life which formed the moft diftin-

guifhed fcene of his ufefulnefs. The late Rev.
Hugh Farmer, fo well known among the dif-

i enters as a moft excellent preacher, and by the

literary world in general for his exteniive learning

and valuable publication?, was one. of Mr. Dod-
dridge's earlieft ftudents.

Our young tutor had been employed in his

preceptorial capacity but a few months, when
he

* Oiton, ubi Copra, p. 4: -47, Doddridgei tetters, p. 19. 30.
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he was directed by Providence to a fituation of

greater ufefulnefs as a chriltian minifter. There

being a vacancy in the diftenting congregation at

Caftle-Hill, in Northampton, in confequence of

the removal of Mr. Tingey to London, Mr,
Doddridge preached occafionally to them, as did

others of his brethren. In doing this, his fer-

vices were fo acceptable to the people, that he

was invited and ftrongly urged by them to be-

come their pallor. Some of his friends, and par-

ticularly Mr. Seme, advifed. his continuance at

Harborough. The arguments alledged by them
were, that he would have more time to apply to

his work as a tutor, than if he had the fole care

of a large fociety -, and that there was another

minifter, who, it was thought, might well fup-

ply the vacancy, though, perhaps, not in every

refpeel equally to the iatisfaclion of the congre-

gation. Thefe conliderations had fuch weight

with him, that he determined to continue in his

prefent ftation. In purfuance cf this view of

the cafe, Mr. Some went to Northampton, to

permade the people to wave their application.

But when he came there, and faw their zeal and
affection in the affair, and heard the motives by
which they acted, and the circumftances in

which they flood, he was, as he expreiled it,

like Saul among the prophets, and immediately

wrote to Mr. Doddridge to prefs his acceptance

of the invitation. The fame thing was ftrong-

ly urged by his friend Mr. Clark. Still, how-
ever, he was averfe, on many accounts, to a

change in his fituation. But, being deiirous of

teftifying his gratitude and regard to the congre~

M ? gallon,
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gation, he made them a vifit, on purpofe to ex-

plain in perfon his reafons for declining their

propofal. Whilft he was on this vifit, feveral

events occurred, which ftrongly tended to pre-

vail upon him to alter his refolution. One or

two of them, perhaps, may be deemed, by fome

of thofe who may read Mr. Orton's account of

them, to have a tincture of enthufiaftic weaknefs

;

but there was an argument prefented to him,

which muft be allowed to have had very great

weight. Before he returned to. Harborough,
the young perfons of the fociety came to him in

a body ; earneftly entreated his fettlement among
them ; and promifed to flibmit to all fuch meth-
ods of inftruction as he mould think proper.

This lait circumftance was the confederation that

turned the fca]es for his going to Northampton,
after they had long hovered in uncertainty.

On the twenty-fourth of December, 1729,
Mr. Doddridge removed, with his academy, from
Harborough to Northampton, and in the fpace

of two or three weeks commenced houfekeeping.

This important change in his fituation was not

furTered to pafs without his entering into a fevere

examination of his own mind, and forming the
moil pious and facred refolutions with refpect to

his conduct, both as a mailer of a family and a

minifter of the gofpel. That he might be the
better prepared for the large paftoral work now
devolved upon him, he employed part of the
time between his fettlement and his ordination
in reading the belt, treatifes on the qualifications

and duties of the minifterial office. The books
particularly ftudied by him were Chryfoftom on

the
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the Priefthood, Bowles's Paflor Evangel icus,

Burnet on the Paftoral Care, and Baxter's Gildas

Salvianus. He read, likewife, the lives of fome
pious and active minifters, among which that of

the Rev. Mr. Philip Henry afforded him much
instruction and encouragement. Befides this,

he felected, from the works which he perufed,

the mod important advices, reflections, and mo-
tives ; and made a collection of thofe maxims of

prudence and difcretion, an attention to which
he thought would be calculated to fecure efteem

and ufefulnefs.

About two months after Mr. Doddridge's

iettlement at Northampton, he was feized with

a dangerous illnefs, which gave many painful

fears to his friends, left a life of fuch . diftin-

guifhed excellence, and fuch promifing utility,

mould be fpeedily cut oft. But, through a

merciful Providence, he recovered from the dis-

order, and, in due time, his health was complete-

ly reftored. While he was yet in a very weak
itate, the day arrived, which had been fixed up-

on for his ordination ; and it was a day to him of

great folernnity and importance, and which cx-

crciled his mod devout meditations. This event

took place on the nineteenth of March, ij2<)-^c.

It is but an act of juitice to record the names of

the worthy minifters who were engaged in letting

apart for. the paftoral oiiice lb eminent an mftru-

ment of fervice to the church and the world.

Mr. Goodrich of Oundle began with prayer and

reading the fcriptures. Mr. Dawfon of Hinck-
ley prayed before fermon. Then Mr. Watfou
of Leicester preached a difcourfe from 1 Timo-

M 4 thy
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thy iii. 1 . " This is a true flaying, if a man de-r

fire the office of a bifhop, he defireth a good work."

After this, the call of the church was read by Mr.
Norris of Welford ; and when Mr. Doddridge

had declared his acceptance of it, he delivered

his confeffion of faith, which was followed by

what is ufually called the ordination prayer. The
charge to Mr. Doddridge was given by Mr. Clark

of St. Alban's and the exhortation to the people

by Mr. Saunders of Kettering ; and the whole

folemnity was concluded with a prayer by Mr.
Mattock of Daventry.* It is rather furpriling

that we do not meet with the name of Mr. Some
on this occafion. Some particular incident, now
rot known, perhaps a fudden illnefs, might have

deprived Mr. Doddridge of the afiiftance of fo

valuable and intimate a friend, That the caufe

mould not have been mentioned by Mr. Orton in

his Memoirs, or by Mr. Doddridge in his Diary,

is an omiiiion that could fcarccly have been ex-

pected.

It would carry us beyond the limits that mufl

be afTigned to the prefent narrative, to defcribe,

at large, the diligence, zeal, and fervour, with

which Mr. Doddridge difcharged his paftoral

duty. This matter is fully infilled upon by
Mr. Orton, to whom we mufl refer for a more
•minute detail of particulars. However, we mall

Infill upon a few leading circumftances. -Mr.

Doddridge's nrir. care was to know the efhte of
his flock ; for which purpofe he made diligent

enquiry into the members and fbted hearers of
which it coniifled, and entered in a book their

names,
* prion, ubi fupr3, p. 47— 55.
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names, families, places of abode, connections and

characters. By this he was better enabled to

adapt his vifits and advices to their refpective

fituations, and their religious improvement. With
regard to the compolition of fermons, his work
as a tutor, and the paftoral inflection of a very

numerous congregation, rendered it next to im-
paffible that his difcourfes for the pulpit mould
be lb exact and accurate as they were in the for-

mer part of his miniftry. " Nor was it," fays

Mr. Orton, M needful. Having habituated him-
" felf, for feveral years, to correct compoiitions,
" having laid up fuch a fund cf knowledge,
" efpecially of the fcriptures, which was daily
(< increafing by his ftudies and lectures, he fome-
' times only wrote down the heads and leading
" thoughts of his fermons, and the principal
*' texts of fcripture he defigned to introduce.
" But he was fo thoroughly matter of his fub-
" ject, and had fuch a ready utterance and 10

" warm a heart, that perhaps few minifters can
" compofe better difcourfes than he delivered

" from thefe fhort hints."* This encomium
is, I think, to be admitted with fome flight de-

gree of abatement. The fermons of Dr. Dod-
dridge were different, as he was differently cir-

cumftanced. When he had leifure to draw out

his plan, and the hints of what he propofed to

fay, to a coniiderable extent, his difcourfes were
often excellent in a high degree. But, at other

times, -when he could but jult lay down his

icheme, with only a very few thoughts under it,

his fermons, efpecially if he was not in a full

flow
Orton, ubi, fupr?, p. 57, 58,
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flow of fpirits, were lefs valuable. Once, dur-

ing my refidence with him, a number of pupils

complained, through the medium of Mr. Or-
ton, that, though their revered tutor's academi-

cal lectures were admirable, they had not in him
a fufficiently correct model of pulpit compofi-

tion. The confequence of the information was,

that his fermons became far fuperior to what they

had fometimes formerly been ; for he was the

moft candid of all men to the voice of gentle

admonition. When, however, he took the

leafr. pains, he was always perfpicuous in his

method, and natural and orderly in the ar-

rangement of his fentiments ; and hence he-

furnimed an example, from which many of

the young men educated under him deriv-

ed no fmall benefit in their future labours.

I remember a remarkable inftance of his power
in extemporaneous fpeaking. Akeniide the poet,

who in early life was fettled, for a ihort time; at

Northampton, being vifited by fome relations

from Newcaftle upon Tyne, who were difTent-

ers, came with them, unexpectedly, one Sunday

morning, to Dr. Doddridge's meeting. The Sub-

ject: he preached upon was a common orthodox

topic, for which he had fcarcely made any pre-

paration. But he roufed his faculties on the

occaiion, and fpoke with fuch energy, variety,

and eloquence, as excited my warmeff. admira-

tion, andmuft have impreiied Dr. Akenfide with

a high opinion of his abilities. The ingenious

poet and the learned divine were in the habits of

coniiderable intimacy while the former refided at

Northampton. A matter of controversy be-

tween
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tvveen them was, how far the ancient heathen

philofophers were acquainted with, and had in-

culcated, the doctrine of immortality. Aken-
iide contended for the honour of the philofo-

phers, and Doddridge for that of the chriitian

revelation. The fubject was purfued, in exprefs

conferences, for two or three evenings ; and

both the gentlemen exerted their talents, and

collected their literature on the different fides of

the queftion. Dr. Doddridge, who loved to in-

form his pupils of whatever he met with which
he thought would contribute to their inftruction.

and pleafure, related to us, on the fucceeding

mornings, the arguments that had been produ-

ced, and the refult of the debate.

Without entering into a particular detail of

many things which might be laid of Dr. Dod-
dridge as a preacher, I cannot help taking notice

that he was always warm and affectionate in the

applications of his fermens. His fentiments on
this head he has thus expreffed : " It is indeed

" unworthy the character of a man and a chrif-

" tian, to endeavour to tranfport men's pafllons,

" while the underftanding is left uninformed,
" and the reafon unconvinced. But, fo far as

*' is confident with a proper regard to this lead-

" ing power of our nature, I would fpeak and
" write of divine truth with a holy fervency.

!* Nor can I imagine that it would bode well to

*' the in te reft of religion to endeavour to lay all

?•* thofe paiiions afieep, which furely God im-
( planted in our hearts to ferve the religious as

V well as the civil life, and which, after all, will

V. probably be employed to jfome very excellent

" or
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*' or very pernicious purpofes."* This is the

language of wifdom. True eloquence confifls

in an union of the rational, the forcible and the

pathetic ; and to addrefs to the affections as well

as to the reafon, of mankind, is the dictate of the

foundeft philofophy. The cold and feeble con-

clufions of many difcourfes from the pulpit,

are as difgufting to a juft tafte, as they are un-

profitable with regard to religious improvement.

It muft not be omitted, that Mr. Doddridge

thought it a part of minifterial prudence to take

public notice of remarkable providential occur-

rences. He endeavoured, in hisfermons, to de-

duce leffons of wifdom and piety from import-

ant tranfa&ions, affecting the nation, town, or

any confiderable number of his hearers. Nor
did he neglect uncommon appearances of nature,

or other events, that were the fubjects of gener-

al converfation ; to which may be added the fea-

fons of the year, and efpecially the mercies of

harveft. From an attention to thefe different

circumflances, his difcourfes were accompanied
with a greater extent of variety and uiefulnefs.

He was a friend to funeral fermons, which, if

they be not too frequently exercifed or convert-

ed to the purpofes of adulation, conftitute an

inftructive and an affecting part of compofitions

for the pulpit. In his manner of fpeaking he
had an earneftnefs and pathos which tended great-

ly to affect his hearers. By fome perfons his

pronunciation and action were judged to be too

ftrong and vehement ; but to thofe who were
acquainted with the vivacity of his temper, and

his
• Orto.n, abi fupra, p. Si.



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 189

his ufual mode of ccnverfation, it appeared quite

natural and unaffected-

With refpect to his conduct, as a minifter,

out of the pulpit, it mud fuffice briefly to ob-

fcrve, that he was very exact in the exercife

of chriftian dileipline, and in feparating thofe

from the church who were a reproach to their

religious profeffion ; that he had a deep concern

and affectionate regard for the riling generation

;

and that, in the midft of his numerous duties

and engagements, it was matter of furprife that

he could fpare io much time, as he did, for paf-

toral vifits. It was a grief to him to find that

the children of fome of his hearers, through the

ignorance and poverty of their parents, had nev-

er been taught to read ; and therefore he per-

suaded his people, in 1738, to concur with him
in eftablifhing a charity fchool. In this bene-

volent defign he met with fo much encourage-

ment, that a foundation was laid for inffrucling

and clothing twenty boys, who were put under

the care of a pious and fkilful mafter. The
Doctor himfelf often viiited the fchool and ex-

amined and exhorted the children ; accompany-
ing his exhortations with affectionate prayers for

their improvement and welfare. With Inch

diltinguifhed abilities of the mind, and with fuch

excellent virtues of the heart, it will not be

deemed furprifing that he pofTeffed, in a verv

high degree, the efteem and love of his congre-

gation. In his laff will he bore this teftimonv

to their character, «,' That he had ipent the moil
" delightful hours of his life in afieititt? the
** devotions of as ferious, as grateful, and as ae-

" fervirig
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" ferving a people, as perhaps any minifter ever

" had the happinefs to ferye."* This charac-

ter was no doubt generally, and indeed almoit

univerfally, true. Neverthelefs, he was not

without his calls for the exercife of patience.

There were perfons belonging to his fociety who
were narrow bigots, and weak enthuiiafts ; and

thefe fometimes entruded upon him in a foolifli

and troublefome manner. He behaved, how-
ever to them with a condefcenfion and tender-

nefs which they fcarcely deferved, and of which
few minifters of the gofpel would be able to fet

an equally finking example.

In 1730, Mr. Doddridge entered into the

matrimonial relation with Mrs. Mercy Maris, a

native of WorcePcer, and a lady in whom he
found every qualification that could render mar-
riage defira'ole. She was, indeed, a religious, pru-

dent and affectionate companion . Her conflitution

was delicate, and her health, at times precari-

ous, which often gave her hufband no fmall

caufe of alarm ; but (lie was happily continued

to him through his whole life, andfurvived him
a great number of years. -f Of his affection and
tendernefs for her much might be faid, were it

necefiary to enlarge on the fubjecc. A better

proof of this cannot be afforded than by a copy
of verfes which he once wrote to her, from
London, when abfent on a journey. They are

as follows :

Tedious
* Orton, ubi fupra, 6r.— 75,
J
r Orion, ubi Copra, p, uy.
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Tedious moments ! fpeed your flying,

Bring Cordelia to my arms !

Ablent, all in vain I'm trying

Not to languilli for her charms.

Bufy crowds in vain furround me,

Brightcft beauties fhine in vain;

Other pleafures but confound me,

Pleafures but renew my pain.

What though three whole years are ended
Since the pried has join'd our hands,

Every rolling year has tended

Only to endear our bands.

Let the wanton wits deride it,

llujband is a charming name ;

None can fay, but who has try'd it,

How enjoyment feeds the flame.

Wives our better angels are,

Angels in their lovelied drefs,

Gentle foothers of our care,

Smiling guardians of our peace.

Happy Hate of mortal treafures,

Circling maze of noble love :

Where the fenfe's higheft pleafures

But the meanelt blefling prove.

Dear Cordelia ! hither flying,

Fold thy hufband in thy arms ;

While thus t' amufemyfelf I'm trying,

More I languifli for thy charms.

Mr. Doddridge, in younger life, afforded va-

rious proofs of a poetical turn, mofr. of which
are in the pofTeffion of the prefent biographer.

The excellent lines which he wrote on the motto
to
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to the arm? of his family, " Dum vivimud

vivamus," have appeared in feveral publications*

Dr. Johnfon's opinion of thefe lines was, that

they conflituted one of the fineft epigrams in.

the Englifh language.* Though they are ib

well known, they cannot be omitted in any me-
moirs of the author's life.

"Live, while you live," the epicure would fay,

" And feize the pleafures of the prefent day."
tf Live, while you live," the facred preacher cries3

" And give to God each moment as it flies."

Lord, in my views let both united be ;

I live in pleafure when I live to Thee.

Mr. Doddridge had a talent at fatyrical epi-

grams j an inftance of which is the following,

written on one of his pupils, a weak young
man, who thought that he had invented a me-
thod of flying to the moon.

And will Volatio leave this world fo foon,

To fry to his own native feat, the moon ?

'Twill ftand, however, in fome little {lead

That he fets out with fucfa an empty head.

When Mr. Doddridge removed to Northamp-
ton, his academy was only in its infancy ; but
it foon grew into great reputation, and the

number of fhudents increafed every year. In

1734, he found it neceflary to have a ftated

urTifbnt, to whom he affigned part of the ju-
nior pupils, and the fuperintendence of the

whole of them when he happened to be abfent.

He
* Eofwell's Journal, p. 334,
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He was felicitous to maintain the reputation and
efteem of the gentlemen who fucceflively fuf-

tained this character, by his own behaviour to-

wards them, and the refpect which he required

from the ftudents to them ;
" and they thought

" themfelves happy in his friendship, and the
'* opportunities they had, by his converfe, in-
u ftructions, and example, to improve them-
" felves, while they were aflifting in the educa-
" tion of others.*" In thefe words, which are

Mr. Orton's, he fpoke from his own experi-

ence ; and every one who acted in the fame ca-

pacity might adopt fimilar language. Such of
them as I have been acquainted with, were very

refpectable for their knowledge -, and in the

choice of them a particular regard was paid to

their fkill in the Greek and Latin daffies, as

well as to their ability for inflructing the young
men in certain departments of mathematical and
philofophical fcience. Among Dr. Doddridge's

afliftants, befides Mr. Orton, may be named the

late Rev. Dr. Aikin, and the Rev. Mr. James
Robertfon, who has been for many years Profef-

for of Oriental Literature in the Univerfity of

Edinburgh. Dr. Aikin was afterwards, firft,

claffical, and then theological tutor at Warring-
ton ; and perhaps, as a lecturer, he was never

exceeded. This is the teftimony that has been

uniformly given of him by all who had the ad-

vantage of being his pupils. What he was as a

parental inftructor, will be judged of from the

excellent and elegant productions of his ion and

daughter, Dr. John Aikin and Mrs. Barbauld.

N Since

* Ortonj ubi fopra.
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Since Dr. Doddridge's office as a tutor was

the mod important ftation in which he appeared,

it is an effential part of a life written of him, lo

relate, fomevvhat minutely, how he conducted

himfelf in that capacity. He chofe to have as

many pupils as pofTible in his own family, that

they might be more immediately under his own
eye and government; and latterly, he had ahoufe

large and commodious enough to contain all of

them, two or three excepted. The orders of

the feminary were fuch as fuitcd fludents of a

certain age ; being a due medium between the-

rigour of fchool difcipline and an unlimited in-

dulgence. It was an eftablifhed law, that every

pupil mould rife at fix o'clock in the fummsr,

and at feven in the winter. Each young man,
in his turn, fuftained the weekly office of moni-

tor, part of whofe bufmefs was to call up the

reft every morning ; and they were to appear in

the public room, foon after the fixed hour.

Thofe who did not attend were fubjecl to a pe-

cuniary penalty ; but if any repeatedly indulged

to a habit of lloth, they were obliged to prepare

an additional academical exercife. The punish-

ment of the monitor's neglect, which I never re-

coiled; to have happened, was a double fine.

Their tutor fet them an example of diligence by

being almoft univerfally prefent with them "at

thefe early rilings. After a prayer, which fel-

dom lafled more than two or three minutes, the

young gentlemen retired to their refpective clo-

lets till the time of family worihip. That fer-

vice was begun by the Doctor with a mort pe-

tition for the divine prefenceand bleffing. Some
of
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bf the ftudents then read a chapter of the Old
Teftament from Hebrew into English, which
he, critically expounded, arid practically improv-
ed. After this a pfalm was fungi and he con-

cluded with a longer prayer than at the begin-

ning. On Sunday mornings fometliing. entirely

devotional and practical was fubftitiied in the

room of the ufual txpofition.. In the evening

the worfhip was conducted in the fame method,
with only this difference; that a chapter of the

New Teftament Was read by the pupils from
Greek into Englifti, and the fenior fludents pray-

ed in rotation. The Doctor, when prefent,

which was generally the cafe, expounded the

New Teftament in the fame manner as he did

the Old.* It would give me pleafure, if I could

fay, that fome of the young men never flily pla-

ced an English Bible by the fide of the Hebrew
one. Such of the pupils as were boarded out of
the houfe were obliged to attend and take their

parts in the domeftic devotions ; and thofe, whe-
ther in or out of the family, who were not pre-

fent, were fubjedt to a fine, or* if their abfence

was frequent, to public reprehenfiort. By the

method which Dr. Doddridge purfued, the stu-

dents had an opportunity of hearing him ex-

pound moft of the Old Teftament, and the whole
of the New* more than once. The more dili-

gent among them took hints of what was deliv-

ered. One piece of advice given them by the

Doctor was* to get the Old Teftament* and
Wetftein's Greek Teftament interleaved, in quar-

to, in order to write in them the moft copfider-

N 1 ab«e

* Orton, vibi fupra, p, 75, 76,
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able remarks for the illustration of the fcrip-*

tures, which either occurred in their tutor's ex-

pofitions, or were derived from their own read-

ing, conversation, and reflections.

Soon after breakfaSt, Dr. Doddridge proceed-

ed to the difcharge of his academical duty. The
feveral claries were taken by him in their proper

order, and he lectured to each of them about the

Space of an hour. His aShStant was at the fame

time engaged in a fimilar manner. Rich's Short-

hand was one of the firSt things which he ex-

pected his pupils to learn, that he might be able

to tranfcribe his own lectures, and make extracts

from the books they read and confulted, with

greater eafe and celerity. Indeed, this was a cir-

cumstance from which they might derive great

advantage in future life, as the experience of the

prefent writer can teStify. Care was taken, in

the firft year of the young men's courfe, that they

Should retain and improve that knowledge of
Greek and Latin which they had acquired at

School. With regard to the Hebrew language,

they were either initiated into it, or, if they had
learned it before, were carried on to greater im-
provement. Ufually the attention to claitical

literature was extended through the fecond year

of the courfe. Of late, the dilTenting academies
have exerted a far fuperior zeal with refpect to

this very important object. WhilSl I was one
of the tutors at Hoxton, claflical instruction was
continued at leaft for three years ; and at the new
college, Hackney, it makes a part of the whole
courfe. Befides what was done in a morning,
the Greek and Latin lectures, at Dr. Dod-

dridre's,
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dridge's, were read every evening, ufually by the

affiftant, though iometimes by himfelf . If any

of the pupils were deficient in the knowledge of

the Greek, fuch of the feniors as were {killed in

that language were appointed to be their in-

frructors, at feparate hours. Thofe who chofe

it were taught the French tongue. The longer

Dr. Doddridge lived, the more was he convin-

ced of the great importance of a learned, as well

as a pious education, for the chriftian mininxy.

Having found that fome who came under his

care were not competently acquainted with the

clafiics, he formed a fcherne for aflifting youths,

of a promillng genius and a ferious temper, in

their preparations for academical ftudies ; and

he met with good encouragement in the fcherne

from the contributions of many of his friends.

As it commenced only two years before his

death, much progrefs could not be made in it ;

but a fimilar plan has fmce been adopted by
Mr. Coward's truftees, with fingular utility.

Dr. Doddridge was not, in every inftance, fo at-

tentive to the clafucal preparation of the ftudents

received into his feminary, as could have been

wiOied. Sometimes he admitted fcxious young
men, of perhaps three or four and twenty years

of age, who had had very little of that prepara-

tion, and who never diflinguifhed themfelves, in

this refpedt, by their fubfequent improvement.
He thought, however, that they might be uie-

ful in plain country congregations ; which was
undoubtedly the cafe. Several of them, though
not abounding in^ learning, fuftained the minil-

terial character with a decent reputation. The
N 7 Do&or,



jqS Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge.

Doctor, I believe, towards the clofe of his life,

was of opinion that he had gone far enough in

this matter.

Other things which were read to the flu-

dents, during the firfr. year of their courfe, were

ifyftems of logic, rhetoric, geography, and meta-

phyfics. The logic was Dr. Watts's, which
was very fully purfued. On rhetoric the lec-

tures were ilender and imperfect, being only a

flight enlargement of a fmall compendium that

had been drawn up by Mr. Jennings. Geogra-

phy was better taught ; but of metaphyfics there

was only given at this time a brief epitome, as

the great objects it prefents were afterwards more
amply coniidered. Under thefe feveral heads

the pupils were referred to particular paiTages In

inch authors as treated upon them. This part

of the courle was accompanied with lectures on
the principles of geometry and algebra, which,
befides their intriniic excellence, were happily

calculated to form in the young men a fixednefs

of attention, and a habit of rightly difcrimina-

tihg, and properly arranging their conceptions.

When thefe branches of fcience were finifhed,

the ftudents were introduced to the knowledge
of trigonometry, conic-fections, and celeffcial

mechanics ; under which laft term was included

a collection of important proportions, taken

chiefly from Sir Ifaac Newton, and relating ef-

pecially, though not folely, centripetal and cen-
trifugal forces. A fyftem 'of natural and expe-
rimental philofophy, comprehending mechan-
ics, ftatics, hydroftatics, optjcs, pneumatics,
and aftronomy, was likewife read, with refer-

ences
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e-nces to the befl authors on thefe fubjects.

Mufchenbroek was made ufe of in my time

as a text book, and afterwards Rowning.
For the • particular objects to which they

relate, recourle was had to Clare on Fluids,

and Keill's Aftronomy. The fyftem of na-

tural philofophy was illuftrated by a neat

and pretty large apparatus. As the pupils pro-

ceeded in their courfe, fome other articles were

alfo touched upon. Mr. Orton mentions par-

ticularly natural and civil hiftory ; but thefe

two objects do not fall under my recollection.

At moft, they were fcarcely enough confidered

to deferve a diftinct fpecification. Such a view

was given of the anatomy of the human body as

was entitled to applaufe, and well calculated to

infpire the young men with the fentiments of

veneration and love for the fupreme Artificer.

In the latter years of their courfe, a large fyftem,

drawn by Dr. Doddridge himfelf, was read of

Jewifh antiquities, with references to the princi-

pal writers on the fubject ; in order to illuftrate

numberlefs paffages of fcripture, which could

not otherwife be fo well underftood. In eccle-

fiaftical hiftory the Doctor lectured from Lampe's-

Epitome. On the various fedts and doctrines of

the ancient philofophers he occasionally gave

fome inftruction from Buddasus's Compendium ;

but this matter was never purfued to any confi-

derable extent.

All thefe branches of fludy, though of no

fmall confequence, were, however, fuborc'inate

to what was the grand object of the attention of

the young men, during three years of their courfe ;

N a. which
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which was Dr. Doddridge's Syftem of Divinity,

in the largeft fenfe of the word -, including what

is moil material in pneumatology and ethics.

In this work were contained, in as few words as

perfpicuity would admit, the principal things

which had occurred to the author's obfervation,

relating to the conftitution and properties of the

human mind, the proofs of the exiftence and at-

tributes of God, the nature of moral virtue, the

various parts of it, the means fubfervient to it,

and thefanctions by which its precepts, confider-

ed as the natural law of the fupreme Being,

are enforced. Under this head the arguments

for a future life, deducible from the light of rea-

fon, were particularly examined. A furvey was

added, of what is, and generally has been, the

ftate of virtue in the world ; whence a tranfition

was eafy to the neceflity of a revelation, the en-

couragement to hope for it, and the kind of evi-

dence with which it might probably be attend-

ed. Hence the work proceeded to the actual

evidence that may be produced in favour of that

revelation which is contained in the fcriptures.

The genuinenefs, credibility, and infpiration of

the facred books were then treated upon at large,

and vindicated from the mod material objections

that have been urged againft them by iceptical

writers. This part of Dr. Doddridge's lectures

was, perhaps of all others, the molt important

and ufeful. Having laid a firm foundation in fo

ample a ftatement of the evidences of chriitiani-

ty, he entered fnto a copious detail of what were,
or, at leaft, what appeared to him to be, the

doctrines of fcripture. In fo doing, though he

dated
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ftated and maintained his own opinions, which in a

confiderable degree were Calvinifrical, he never

affumed the character of a dogmatic. He re-

prefented the arguments, and referred to the au-

thorities on both fides. The fludents were left

tojudge for themfelves j and they did judge for

thernfelves, with his perfect concurrence and ap-

probation ; though no doubt, it was natural for

him to be pleafed when their fentiments coin-

cided with his own. Where this was not the

cafe, it made no alteration in his affection and

kind treatment, as the writer of the prefent nar-

rative can gratefully witnefs. What feemed

mod evident to Dr. Doddridge on the fubjects

confidered by him was digefted into the form of

proportions, fome of which were problemati-

cal ; and the chief controversies relative to each

head were thrown into fcholia. For the illuf-

tration of all of them, a large collection was

made of references, in which the fentiments and

reafonings of the principal authors on the points

in queflion might be ken in their own words.

It was the bufinefs of the pupils to read and

abridge thefe references in the intervals between

the lectures. Dr. Doddridge's Syftem of Divin-

ity was his capital work, as a tutor. Much la-

bour was fpent by him upon it ; and he was

continually enriching it with his remark on any

new pruductions upon the various fubjects to

which it extended. It was tranfcribed by the

generality of the fludents ; and it may be truly

obferved concerning it, that it was well calcula-

ted to lead them gradually on, from the firll prin-

ciples, to the moil important and dirncult parts

cf theological knowledge. Befides
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Befides Dr. Doddridge's expofitions in tho

family, critical lectures on the New Teftament

were delivered once a week, which the young

men were permitted and encouraged to transcribe.

In thefe were contained his obfervations on the

language, meaning, and defign of the facred

writings, and the interpretations and criticifms

of the moft eminent commentators. Many of

thefe obfervations occur in his Family Expofttor.

As a fet of lectures, they never attained to a very

full and perfect form.

Polite literature, if not copioufly infilled upon,

was not, however, by any means neglected. No
inconfiderable advantage was derived from the

Doctor's being himfelf a man of tafte, and a

mailer of elegant composition. Without much
direct instruction, the remarks which he occa-

fionally and frequently made on the bed writers,

ancient and modern, were of great utility. The
fludentc, too, efpecially thofe of a claflical turn,

cherifhed in each other, by their difcuiiions and
debates, the principles of difcernment with re-

gard to the beauties of authors, whether in prole

or verfe.

In the lad year of Dr. Doddridge's courfe a

fet of lectures was given on preaching and th,2

patforal care. Thefe contained directions con-
cerning the method to be taken by the pupils to

fit them for appearing with credit in the pulpit ;

the character of the chief practical divines and
commentators

; particular rules for the compo-
fition, ftyle, arrangement, and delivery of fer-

mons j and inftructions relating to public prayer,.

exposition, catechiiing, the adoiiniftration of the

facramentSj,
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{acraments, and viiiting. To thefe were added

many general maxims for their conversation and

conduct as miniflers, and a variety of prudential

hints for their behaviour in the particular cir-

cumilances and connections in which they might
be placed. A regard to truth obliges me to ob-

Ferve, that in thefe lectures, the Doctor carried

his ideas of condefcenfion to the weaknefs, and

accommodation to the prejudices, of mankind,

farther than fome perfons will entirely approve.

But in fo doing he acted, I doubt not, with the

mofl upright views, and from a fmcere defire to

be ufeful. His fentiments on this head had been

early fb.ted by him in his " Free Thoughts on
the moil probable Means of reviving the Dif-

fering Xnterefl."

"While the (Indents, " fays Mr. Orton, "were
" purfuing thefe important fludies, fome lectures

" were given them en civil law, the hierogly-

" phics and mythology of the ancients, the Eng-
" lifli hiftory, particularly the hiflory of non-
*' conformity, and the principles on which a fep-

" aration from the church of England is found-
" ed." Such lectures might, I doubt not, be

occasionally read ; but they made no fined and

regular part of the academical courfe. None of

them, excepting thofe on nonconformity, were

delivered during my relideace at Northampton.
I {peak with the greater confidence on the fub-

jeet, as I was never abfeht uo<v\ a fih'gle le<3?t»fe

till the lad month of my cciirle, when I was
prevented from jttten'dhtg; on two or three Mbh-
days v in conference rjf having been engiigeH at

a diibnee as an occafiornl -Treacher, The health
'

-Inch
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which enabled me, and the diligence that led me
to maintain this conftant attendance, I have rea-

fon to reflect upon with thank fulnefs and plea-,

fure.

One day in every week was fct apart for pub-
lic exercifes ; at which times the tranilations and

orations of the junior pupils were read and ex-

amined. Such of the young men as had entered

on the fludy of pneumatology and ethics, pro-

duced in their turns thefes on the feveral fub-

jects affigned them, which were mutually oppo-
fed and defended.* Thefenior ftudents brought

analyies of fcripture, the fchemes of fermons,

and afterwards the fermons themfelves, which
they fubmittcd to the Doctor's examination and

correction ; and in this part of his work he was
very exact, careful, and friendly ; for he efleemed

his remarks on their difcourfes more ufeful to

the young preachers than any general rules of

coinpoiition which could be offered them by
thofe who were themfelves moil eminent in the

profeffion.

It was Dr. Doddridge's care, that his pupils,"

through the whole feries of their fludies, might
have fuch a variety of lectures weekly, as, with-
out diffracting them, would entertain and en-

gage their minds. While they were attending

and iludying objects of the greateft importance,

lome of fmaller moment, though beneficial in

themfelves, were let before them at proper inter-

vals.

* " Thofe," fays Mr. Orton, « who had ftnifhed ethics delivered ho-
" uiijies (as they were called, to diftlngurm them from leimons) on ih;
'* natural and moral perfections of God, and the feveral br "inches of
' : moral virtue." But no fuch homilie*, a? djftintl from oratiens and
testes, occur to my iccollecYion, Indeed, J am convinced that' the <lif*

tvnjctiol) did not take place in my lim;.
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Vals. It was contrived that they mould have

as much to read, between each lecture, as might

keep them well employed -, due time being al-

lowed for neceffary relaxations, and the reading

of practical writers. The habitual perufal of

fuch writers was recommended by their tutor

with peculiar energy, and fingular propriety ;

for few things can more effectually contribute

to improve the underftanding and mend the

heart, and to fit a young man for minifterial du-

ty and ufefulnefs, than a large acquaintance with

that mofr. valuable part of literature, the great

body of Engliilt fermons, and of compolitions

which have a iimilar nature and tendency. Dr.
Doddridge often examined what books the flu-

dents read, befides thofe to which they were re-

ferred in their lectures, and directed them to fuch

as were beft fuited to their age, character, and

intended profeffion. In this refpect they were

very advantageouily fituated, as they enjoyed the

ufe of a valuable library, confirming of feveral

thoufand volumes. To this library, under fome

prudent regulations, they had accei's at all time?.

As their tutor was fenfible that a numerous collec-

tion of books might be a mare, rather than a

benefit, to the fludents, unlefs they had an ex-

perienced friend to direct them in the choice of

them, and in the proper period for their being

perufed, he was particularly folicitous that they

might have fuitable advice on the fubject. With
this view, he fometimes gave to his pupils lec-

tures on the books in the library ; going over

the feveral (helves in order, and informing them
of the character of each work, and its author,

ih
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fo far as he was known. His obfervations were

not only inflructive but pleafant ; being often in-

termixed with anecdotes of the writers who were

mentioned. It may be truly faid of the lectures

on the library, that they displayed the furprifing

extent of the Doctor's reading and knowledge,

and that they were ufeful in a variety of refpects.

My mind frill retains, with advantage and plea-

fure, the impreffion of many of his remarks.

Dr. £)oddridge's manner of lecturing was well

adapted to engage the attention and love of his

pupils, and to promote their diligent fludy of

the fubjects upon which he treated. He ex-

pected from them, when they ailembled in their

refpective claiTes, an account of the reafonings,

demonftrations, fcriptures, or facts confidered in

the former lectures and references -, and he al-

lowed and encouraged them to propofe any ob-

jections, which might arife in their own minds,

or had occurred in the authors they perufed. If,

at any time, their objections were petulant or

impertinent, he patiently heard and mildly an-

fwered them ,* for he put on no magilterial airs,

but always addreffed them with the freedom and

tendernefs of a father. He frequently and warm-
ly urged them not to take their fyftem of divini-

ty from any man or body of men, but from the

Bible. It was the Bible that he always referred

and appealed to, upon every point in queltion, to

which it could be fuppofed to give any light.

The appearances of bigotry and uncharitablenefs

were reiblutely checked by him ; and he endea-

vored to cure thofe who diicovered any fymptoms
of this kind, by fhewine them what might be

faid



Memo-irs of Dr. Doddridge. 207

faid in fupport of the principles they difliked,

and dij playing the great learning and excellent

characters of many by whom they were efpoufed.

It was Dr. Doddridge's great aim to give his

pupils juft and fublime views of the chriftian

ininiltry, and to lead them to direct all their

Studies ib as to increafe their abilities and quali-

fications for that important office. As he was
defirous that they mould be very ferious preach-

ers, he was particularly anxious that they might
have a deep fenfe of divine things upon their

own minds, and be well acquainted with the

workings of the human heart with regard to eter-

nal concerns ; and he recommended to them, in

the choice of the fubjecls upon which he preach-

ed, and in the manner of treating them, to have
an efpecial view to the edification of the bulk of
the people. Nor did he think this inconfiftent

with a due attention to the elegance of compofi-
tion. That the (Indents might be qualified to

appear with efteem and honour in the world,

and prefide over politer focieties with acceptance,

he endeavoured to form them to an agreeable ad-

drefs and behaviour. This the ceconomy and
decorum of his own family was well calculated

to produce. He obferved, likewife, their way
of ipeaking, inftxucxed them in the proper man-
ner of pronunciation, and labored to prevent

their contracting any unnatural tone or geflure.

While he delivered his cautions upon thefe

heads, fuch was his humility, that he warned
them not to imitate himfelf in an error of this

k.ind, of which he was fenfible, but which he
could not entirely correct.* Another

* OrtftP, v.h\, Copra, p. 76—90.
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Another method taken by Dr. Doddridge, to

qualify his pupils for appearing with early ad-

vantage in the pulpit, muft not be forgotten.

The fenior ftudents, before they began to preach,

were accuftomed, on the Sunday evenings, to

vifit the neigbouring villages, and to hold pri-

vate meetings for religious worfhip in fome li-

cenfed houfes. It was not uncommon for fifty

or fixty, or perhaps a larger number of people,

to afiemble on thefe occafions. Two of the

young men ufually went together ; when a

practical fermon was repeated, and one of them
prayed before and the other after it, with proper

intervals of ringing. This cuftom was eminent-

ly ufeful, both in exercifing the talents of the

pupils, and in preparing them to appear with

greater courage and freedom when they entered

upon the miniftry. Sometimes diftinguifhed

abilities, when accompanied with timidity and

bamfulnefs, have been greatly obfeured from the

want of fuch preparatory exercifes. The cuftom
was otherwife in no fmall degree beneficial, as it

tended to remove prejudices againft the diiTent-

ers, and to promote the ends of ferious religion.

One proof of Dr. Doddridge's zealous con-

cern for the improvement of his pupils, was,

that he allowed them a free accefs to him in his

own ftudy, to afk his advice with regard to any
part of their courfe, and to mention to him fuch

difficulties as occurred to them either in their

private reading or their lectures. In thefe cafes

he treated them with the utmoft candour and
tendernefs, and pointed out whatever he thought
would contribute to their advancement in know-

ledge*
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ledge. While he was thus folicitous to pro-

mote their intellectual acquirements, it was his

main care, and what he apprehended to be molt

cflential to their ufefulnefs; that they might be

pious and virtuous men. With this view the

ilricteft regard was paid to their moral charac-

ters ; and their behaviour, when not employed

in their fludies or at lecture, was watchfully in-

fpected. Inquiry was made what houfes they

frequented, and what company they kept $ and
none of the fludents were permitted to be from
home after ten o'clock at night, under penalty of
a confiderable forfeiture. When any thing was
found irregular in their conduct, or there ap-

peared to be a danger of their falling into tempt-
ation, the Doctor privately admonimed them in

the moft ferious and affectionate manner. Nor
was he fatisfied with the external decorum of
their behaviour, but was anxious to perceive in

them the genuine evidences of real religion.

*

Dr. Doddridge " often expreffed his wifh,"

fays Mr. Orton, " that different places of edti-

" cation could be provided for perfons intended
" for the miniftry and thofe for other profeffions

;

" as he thought it would be better fecurity for
" the religious character of the former; and fome
" indulgencies might be allowed to the others,
" efpecially thofe of rank and fortune, that were
" not proper for divinity ftudents, as few of them
" were likely ever to be affluent in their circum-
" ftances."-f Much as I revere the memory of
my tutor, and fincere as the refpect is which I

entertain for his judgment on many points, I do
O not

* Orton, ubi fupia, p. 91—96. f Ibid. p. lei.
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Dot agree with him in this opinion. Perhaps it

might be delivered by him at feafons of peculiar

difficulty and embarraffment. It is certain that

he did not ftrictly accord with it in his own
practice ; for he took young gentlemen of for-

tune into his houfe to the end of his life -, and

during the whole of my pupilage, which was at

a time when his academy was in a very flourim-

ing ftate, I do not recollect that any ot the theo-

logical ftudents were corrupted by the others.

There is no pombility of forming any plan of

education, with regard to which objections may
not be made, and inconveniences fuggefted.

How many differtations and treatifes have been

written concerning the queflion which is moft

preferable, a private or a public education, with-

out having hitherto brought the world to an

uniformity of fentiment upon the fubject ! Dif-

ferent minds, as they are differently constituted,

and as particular difficulties ftrike them, will

view matters of this kind in a diveriity of lights.

For my own part, all the knowledge and expe-

rience which I have been able to obtain with

refpectto the point in debate, have convinced me
that considerable advantages may, and do, arile

from the connection of lay-pupils with thofe

who are. intended for divinity.

So great was Dr. Doddridge's reputation as a

tutor, that the number of his ftudents was large,

being, one year with another, thirty-four ; and
the academy was ufually on the increafe. Dur-
ing the twenty-two years in which he fuftained

this office, he had about two hundred young
men under his care, of whom one hundred and

twenty
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twenty entered upon the miniftry, and ibme who
were designed for it died while under his inftruc-

tions. Several of his pupils were from Scot-

land and Holland. On« perfon, who was in-

tended for orders in the church of England,

chofe to fpend a year or two under his tuition,

before he went to the Univerfity. Others,

whofe parents were of that church, were placed

in the Doctor's family, and were readily allowed

to attend the eftablifhed worfhip ; for the con-

ftitution of his academy was perfectly catholic.

Some young divines from Scotland, who had

iludied and taken the ufual degrees in the Uni-
verlities, and who had even begun to preach,

came to attend his divinity lectures, and to re-

ceive his inftructions, before they fettled with

parishes in their native country.*

Such was the manner in which Dr. Dod-
dridge filled up his difficult and honourable fta-

tion as a tutor ; and from this furvey of his con-

duct, which might have been extended farther,

and which is in certain refpects more copiouily

dwelt upon by Mr. Orton, every pious and ju-

dicious reader will acknowledge the wifdom and

goodnefs of Providence, in railing up fo excel-

lent a perfon, and preparing him for {q large a

fphere of ufefulnefs.-f-

Mr. Orton takes notice that Dr. Doddridge's

method of education beats a near refemblancc to

other feminaries of the like kind, among the

Proteflant Di{Tenters.J But it is proper to ob-

ferve, that, of late years, there has been a con-

O 2 llderable

• Often, ubi fupra, p. 102, 103. f Ibid. p. 104.. % Ibid. p. 74*
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ilderable enlargement of the plan upoa whicli

feveral of them have been conitru&ed. The
academy at Warrington was formed on the

fcheme of three independent Profeffors, as they

might juitly be entitled ; and when we mention

among them (not to name other refpe&able per-

fons) fuch men as Dr. Taylor, Dr. Aikin, Dr,

Prieftley, Dr. Reinhold Forfter, Mr. Gilbert

Wakefield, and Dr. Enfield, we need not fay how
ably it was in fuccefiion fapplied. The infti-

tution at Hoxton was on the fame foundation -

x

Dn Savage, Dr. Rees, and myfelf, being dif-

tincl and unfubordinate tutors in theological,

mathematical, and philological departments. A
fimilar arrangement takes place at the feminary

of our congregational brethren in Hcmerton.
The new college at Hackney has gone upon the

plan of a ftill greater number of preceptors.

Though the academy heretofore at Daventry,

and fince removed to Northampton, and that at

Manchefter, retain the form of one principal tu-

tor, there are two feparate aliiftants for the phi-

lofophical and claflical ftudies.

May I be permitted to offer a brief fketch of

theological education ? A folid foundation ought
to be laid in a truly grammatical acquaintance

with the Latin and Greek tongues -

y and the

higher claflical writers fhould be read, more or

lefs, through the whole courie. Hebrew at

kail:, amohgft the Oriental languages, mould by
no means be neglecled. The different branches

of mathematical literature, and of natural philo-

fophy, will demand a fcrious and diligent atten-

tion. Logic, metaphyfics, univerfal grammar,

rhetoric,
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rhetoric, criticifm, chronology, and hiftory, are

objects an acquaintance with which is not a lit-

tle deiirable. With refpect to general divinity,

including in that term pneumatology and ethics,

I cannot help thinking that Dr. Doddridge's

courfe of lectures, with proper additions, improve-

ments, and references to more recent authors,

might ftill be made ufe of with eminent advan-

tage. As it points out, in order, the moil im-
portant objects of ftudy, and the writers on both

fides of the queftions difcuffed, a young man
will know where to apply for future informa-

tion. Jewifh antiquities and ecclefiaftical hifto-

ry need fcarcely to be mentioned, as they cannot

be forgotten. If the fyftems of the ancient phi-

lofophers mould be thought to merit much re-

gard during academical ftudies, ample materials

may be collected from Dr. Enfield's late mod
valuable work. A feries of lectures on the

divine difpenfations would be peculiarly ufeful.

Such a kt of lectures was begun by Dr. Taylor

at Warrington, but he did not live to complete

the defign. His work, fo far as it was carried,

is worthy of approbation, though the difcourfes

are fometimes rather too declamatory, and per-

haps not furriciently accurate and critical. They
have, however, defervedly found a place in the

Bimop of LandafPs Collection of Theological

Tracts. Another thing of confequence is a fe-

ries of obfervations on the times and occafions on
which the hooks, efpeciallv of the New Tefta-

inent, were written, the ancient copies and ver-

sions, and the principal commentators. The
objects I particularly allude to, are thofe which

O 7, arc
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are particularly treated of by Michaelis, Lardner,

Jones, and Campbell. In addition to all thefe,

a let of preaching lectures, more improved than

thofe of Dr. Doddridge, and more adapted to

prefent circumflances, would be an important

acquifition. With thebeft inflruction, it is not

to be expected that all young men mould be

equally accomplished. It will be fufficient for

many that they have a competent Hock of know-
ledge, united with ferious dipolitions. It is,

however, very defirable that fome mould fo far

rife above the common rank, as to be able, in

their day, to fupport the honour of revelation

againft the attacks of its enemies, and to appear

as defenders of the true chriftian doctrines. It

would not be amifs, if a few, of fuperior capaci-

ties and literature, would, after they quit the

feminaries of education, ftudy fomewhat more
fyftematically than is frequently done. In that

cafe, the diiTenters would not be at a lofs for

tutors in peculiar emergencies. If I have afTum-

ed too great a liberty in fuggefting thefe hints,

I hope to be forgiven ; as I have written not

merely from a regard to the honour and benefit

of the denomination of chrhtians to which I

more immediately belong, but with a view to

the general interefts of religion and learning.

Since the abilities of Mr. Doddridge were
fuch as called him lb early in life to the import-
ant office of a theological tutor, it was natural

to expect, from the lame talents, that it would
not be long before he appeared in the world as

an author. His fir ft diftinct publication, which
was in 1730, and printed without his name,

Was



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 215

was entitled, " Free Thoughts on the mofr.
4t probable Means of reviving the DiiTenting In-

*f tereft, occafioned by the late Enquiry into
(C the Caufes of its Decay." The writer of the

Enquiry was for a time fuppofed to be fome

Jay-gentleman ; but, in fact, it came from the

pen of a young diffenting minifter, of the name
ofGough, who afterwards conformed to the

church ; and who, in 1750, publimed a volume
of fermons, which have confiderable merit as ju-

dicious and elegant compofitions. Mr. Dod-
dridge's pamphlet, wherein he materially differ-

ed from Mr. Gough with regard to the point in

queftion, is a model of that candour and polite-

nefs with which remarks may be made on an-

other's writings and opinions. The firft in-

fcance in which Mr. Doddridge diftinguifhed

himfelf as a practical divine was in 1732, when
he published " Sermons on the Education of
" Children." Thefe were principally intended

for the ufe of his own congregation ; and they

contain, in a little compafs, a variety of impor-

tant advices and affecting motives, tending to af-

iift and animate parents in the difcharge of Co

momentous a duty. They were accompanied

with a recommendatory preface by Mr. Some, and

have fince gone through feveral editions. In

1735, Mr. Doddridge's concern for the riling

generation was ftill farther difplayed, in " Ser-

mons to young People j" being feven in num-
ber, and which have met with equal fucceis in

the world. A difcourfe was printed by him in

the lame year entitled, " The Care of the Soul

urged as the One Thing needful." This was

O a followed,
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followed, in 1735-6, by a Sermon on the <: Ab-
iurdity and Iniquity of Perfecution for Con-
fcience-Sake, in all its Forms and Degrees." It

had been preached, I believe, on the preceding

fifth of November, and, when it came from the

prefs, was recommended to the public, in a Ihort

preface, by Mr, Some, as the beft he had ever

{sen on the fubject, in fo narrow a compafs. In

all refpecls it is indeed an elaborate and excellent

difcourfe, difplaying with great energy and ele-

gance the grand principles of toleration and re-

ligious liberty.

In the year 1736 the two Colleges of the

Univerfity of Aberdeen, in Scotland, concurred

in conferring upon Mr. Doddridge the degree of

Doctor in Divinity -, upon which occafion his

pupils thought it a proper piece of refpedb to

congratulate him in a body. He was gratified

by their compliment, but told them, in anfwer

to it,
i( that their learning, piety, and zeal,

•' would be more to his honour, and give him a

" thoufand times more pleafure, than his degree, or
*' any other token of public efteem." In the fame
*< year he published "Ten Sermons on the Power
V and Grace of Chrift," and " the Evidences of
" his glorious Gofpel." The three laft, on the
" Evidences of the Gofpel," were afterwards fep-

arately printed, at the particular requeft of one of
the firft dignitaries ofthe church of England. They
contain a very judicious fummary of feveral of
the principal arguments in fupport of the chrif-

tjan revelation, and efpecially of thole whicli

prove the genuinenefsand credibility of the evan-

gelical hiftary. The author had the great fatif-

faftipn
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faction of knowing; that thefe difcourfes were the

means of converting to the belief of our holy re-

ligion two gentlemen of liberal education and

diftinguimed abilities, who had been fceptical

upon this head. One of them, who had endea-

voured to prejudice others againft the evidences

and contents of the gofpel, became a zealous

preacher of chriftianity, as well as a mining or-

jiament to it in his life and manners.*

Dr. Doddridge's next appearance from the

prefs was on an occafion very melancholy and

affecting to himlelf and Mrs. Doddridge. This
was the lofs of his eldefr daughter, a very amia-

ble and hopeful child of nearly five years of age.

The fermon which he preached on this event,

and which was published in 1736-7, is entitled,

** Submiliion to Divine Providence on the Death
of Children, recommended and enforced." It is

an admirable difcourfe, which difplays in a very

ilrong and flriking light the united piety and ten-

derneis of the author's mind. Few fuperior in-

frances of pathetic eloquence are to be met with in

the Englim language. In 1 7 xj the Doctor engaged

in an ordination fervice at Wifbeach St. Peter's, in

the Ille of Ely. The part alloted him was the fer-

mon, which was printed under the title of " The
Temper and Conduct of the primitive Miniiters of

the Gofpel illuftrated and recommended." Mr.
William Johnfton, the gentleman ordained, af-

terwards removed to Harborough, and at length

fettled at Tunbridge- Wells, at which place he

died, and where he was well known and jiiftty

refpected by many coniidcrabV peffons. He
Was

? Ojton, ubj fopn, p>. 98, 11;, 117, -x%.
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was the author of a pronouncing and fpelling

Dictionary, which appeared in i2mo, in 1764,

and which was not, in fome refpects, without its

utility. It is now, I believe, entirely fuperfeded

by the far more elaborate and perfect works of

Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Walker. Dr. Doddridge,

in 1737-8, was called to officiate at the funeral

of an old and worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. John
Norris, of Welford in Northampton (hire, who
had been thirty-eight years difTenting minifter at

that place. The difcourfe which the Doctor

preached, and printed, on the occafion, is enti-

tled, " Practical Reflections on the Character
" and Death of Enoch." On the ninth of No-
vember, 1738, a day of failing and prayer was
obferved at Wellingborough, on account of a

dreadful fire which had deftroyed a confiderable

part of the town ; and the fermon, which was

affigned to Dr. Doddridge, and was in part de-

livered extempore, was publifhed, from the heft

recollection he could make of it, at the earneit

requefr. of the hearers.

In 1739, our author gave to the public the

firft volume, in quarto, of his great work,
" The Family Expofltor ; or, a Paraphrafe and
" Verlion of the New Teftament : with criti-

f: cal Notes, and a practical Improvement of

V each Section." This volume contained the

former part of the Hiftory of our Lord Jefus

Chrilt, as recorded in the four Evangelifts, dif-

pofed in the order of an harmony, and was ufher-.

ed into the world by a very numerous and hon-
omable lift of fublcribers. The dedication,

whieh was to her Royal Highnefs the Pnncefs

of
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of Wales, aflfords one of the fineffc fpecimens

which Dr. Doddridge has given of his talents

in elegant compofition. If the praifes fhould

be thought fafficiently copious, they are, at the

fame time, mixed with important hints of in-

flruction ; and nothing appears to be faid but

what evidently came from the heart. The
fecond volume of the work was published

in 1740, concluding the evangelical hiftory.

During thefe two years, the Doctor printed only

one fermon, which was on the " Neeefiity of
" a general Reformation in order to a well

" grounded Hope of Succefs in War ;*? and

which had been preached by him at North-
ampton, on the ninth of January, 1739-40,
being the day appointed by his Majefty for

public humiliation. It was dedicated to his

friend Colonel Gardiner. In 1741, our author

was called upon to pay a tribute of- refpect

to the memory of a worthy diffenting min-
ifter in London, the Rev. Mr. John Newman,
by delivering an oration at his grave, and after-

terwards committing it to the prefs. Soon after,

he publifhed " The Scripture Doctrine of Sal-

" vation by Grace through Faith, illuftrated and
" improved in two Sermons, the fubftance of
" which was preached at Rowell in Northamp-
" tonmire." But the principal production of

Dr. Doddridge, during this year, was a fet of

" Practical Difcourils on Regeneration," which
had been delivered en Sunday evenings, and at-

tended with remarkable diligence, by many per-

sons of different perfuations, to fume of whom
they were eminetly ufefiiL The character given

of
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of them by a foreign divine, on their being tra.n€i

lated into Dutch, among other high encomiums,
was, that they united orthodoxy with modera-
tion, zei 1 with meeknefs, and deep, hidden wif-

dom with uncommon clearnefs ; that fimplicity

fhone in them without coldnefs, elegance with-

out painting, andfublimity without bombaft.*

The publication of thefe difcourfes was fuc-

ceeded by that of a fingle fermon, entitled, " The
" Evil and Danger of neglecting the Souls of
" Men plainly and ferioully reprefented." It

had been preached in October, 1741, at a meet-
ing of minifters, at Kettering in Northampton-
mire. When publimed, which was in Febru-
ary, 1 74 1 -2, it was dedicated to the affociated

Proteftant DifTenting Minifters in the counties

of Norfolk and Suffolk, with whom the author

had an interview at Denton, in the preceding

fummer, and to whom he had propofed afchems
for the revival of religion, the heads of which
are given in the dedication. The only compo-
sition from the pulpit which was printed by Dr.
Doddridge in 1742, was a Charge, delivered in

St. Ives, Huntingdonshire, on the twelfth of

Auguft, at the ordination of Mr. John Jennings,
the fon of the Doctor's former tutor. In the

Latter end of the fame year, our author began
the publication of the fole controveriial work in

which he could properly ever have been faid

to have engaged. This was occasioned by a

pamphlet, entitled, " Chriftianity not founded
on argument," which was much fpoken of at

the time of its appearance, and which, under

the
• Ortgn, ubi fuprs, p. 1:8, 119.
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the form of a zeal for orthodoxy, contained a

fevere attack on our holy religion. Dr. Dod-
dridge's anfwer was comprifed in three letters,

the iecond and third of which were publifhed

in 1743. In the firit he ftated the degree of

rational evidence for the divine authority of

chriilianity, to which an illiterate, well difpofed

perfon may attain. The fecond was employed
in endeavoring to (hew the reafonablenefs of an-

nexing a condemnatory ientence on unbelievers,

as a part of the chriftian revelation. In the

third the doctrine of divine influences was con-

fidered.* Thefe anfwers, which are written

with the utmoft politenefs and candour, met
with a very favourable reception in the world,

and the Doctor was thanked for them by fome
men of diftinguimed rank and abilities. The
laft letter -in particular was efteemed by many
thinking perfons to contain the bell illustration

and the moil rational and full defence of the in-

fluences of the Spirit upon the human heart,

which had hitherto been publifhed.
-f-

Dr.
Doddridge's other publications in 1743 were,
" The Principles of the Chriftian Religion, ex-
" prefled in plain and eafy Verfe, and divided
" into ihort Leflbns, for the Ufe of Children
" and Youth ;" and " Companion to the Sick
<( recommended and urged," in a fermon preach-

ed at Northampton in favour of a deiign for

erecting a county hofpital. In the firft of thefe

performances,, which was drawn up at the re-

queft of Dr. Clark, it has juftly been obferved,

that

* Doddridge's Letters, p 82. f Orton, ubi fupra, p. 113.
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that cafe, plainnefs, and elegance, are happily

united.* The ve'rfes in general, are well ac-

commodated to the purpofe for which they

were intended -, but they might have had a itill

wider circulation, and have been more exten-

fively ufeful, if no doctrine of a difputable na-

ture had been introduced. There is fome rea-

fon to believe that they were made ufe of

in the education of the royal children.^ I

have a full reccollection of the zeal and activity

with which Dr. Doddridge entered into the

fcheme of erecting an infirmary for Northamp-
tonmire. The fuccefs of the defign was much
owing to his exertions. His difcourfe in re-

commendation of it, which was dedicated to

the Earl of Halifax, is indeed a moll excellent

one, and was characterifed by Dr. Oliver, in a

letter to the author, as follows: " Horace's
" obfervation, difficile efi proprie communia dicere,
lt makes your fermon on the erecting your coun-
** ty infirmary the. more valuable. Public chari-

'.' ties have long been fo trite a fubject in the
" pulpit, that we fcarcely expect any thing new
" from •; the ableit hands. But you, Sir, have
" treated this worn out fubject in fo mafterly a
€
f manner, that the reader will- find many of his

" foftcft pallions awakened into tendernefs and
" comparison towards the fick and difbefTed,

" which had llept benumbed under the warmeft
" influences of the preceding difcourfes on that
" affecting topic. You write as if you felt,
<e while fome others feem to defire that their

" brethren mould feel what themfelves are infen-

'f fible
* Orion, ubi fupra, p. 1x7. % Letters, ubi fuprS;, p. So.
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" fible of. They write from the head, but you
" from the heart."*

Towards the clofe of the fame year, Dr.

Doddridge became a member of a Philofophical

Society which was formed at Northampton,

confirming of feveral ingenious and refpectable

gentlemen in that town and its neighbourhood.

During the courfe of their meetings in 1744, he

exhibited two papers, the one on the Doctrine

of Pendulums, and die other on the Laws of

Communication of Motion, as well in elaftic as

in non-elaflic bodies. The moft material prc-

pofitions relating to both were fet in fo plaia

and eafy a light in thefe papers, that he was re-

queued to permit tranfcripts of them to be de~

pofited among other communications of the

gentlemen concerned, fome of which appear to

have been curious and ufeful.-f- Our author's

name occurs in the.Tranfadions of the Royal

Society. Three papers were written and com-
municated by him to that fociety, which, if

they were not of the -firft confequence, ferve to

fhow the activity of his mind, and his attention

to different branches of fcience.

The year 1745, was a'iftinguifhed in Dr.
Doddridge's life by the appearance of one of the

moft popular and one of the moft ufeful of his

practical works. This was " The Rife and

Progrefs of Religion in the Soul," illuflrated

in a courfe of ferious addreffes, fuited to perform

of every character and circum (lance, with a de-

vout meditation or praver added to each chapter.

Dr.
* Ibid. p. 261, 262.

t Gentleman's Magazine, vol. xvi. p. 47$—477.
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Dr. Watts had formed a fimilar defign ; but hav-

ing been prevented from the execution of it by

his growing infirmities, he recommended it to

our author, as the bed qualified of all his ac-

quaintance for difcharging it in the manner that

would be acceptable and beneficial to the world.

It was with fome reluctance that Dr. Doddridge,

nmidd his various other weighty concerns, agreed

to comply with the requed of his venerable friend
;

but it was urged with an importunity that he could

riot refid ; and he had afterwards the highed rea-

fbn to rejoice in his compliance. When the work
was finished, Dr. Watts revifed as much of it

as his health would permit. This book was
not only well received by the dilienters, but

met with an equal reception, and the warmed
applaufes, from fevers! perfons of great emi-

nence for rank, learning, and piety, both clergy

and laity, in the edablifhed church.* Dr.

Ayfcough, formerly preceptor to the children of

Frederic Prince of Wales, fpeaking of it, foys,

'* I prefented your lad book to her Royal High-
" nefs, and ought long ago to have acquainted

"you with her mod gracious acceptance of it,

" and that I was commanded to return you her
** thanks for it. There is indeed fuch a fpirit

" of piety in it, as deferves the thanks of every
" good chridian. Pray God grant it may have
" its proper effect in awakening this prefent
" carekfs age, and then I am fure you will have
" your end in publiihing it."f Dr. Thomas
Hunt, at that time of Hertford College, but af-

terwards
* Orton, uhi fupr.i, p. 119, \zo.

f Letters to anj from Dr. Doddridge, p. jaj.
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terwards Canon of Chrift Church', and Regius

ProfefTor of Hebrew in the Univerfity of Ox-
ford, thus expreffed himfelf concerning the fame
work. "With -our thanks for the favour of
" your good company, be pleafed to accept of
" our mofr. hearty acknowledgments for your

"kind prefent of your excellent piece on the
" Rife, and Progrefs of Religion in the Soul : a

" performance which cannot fail of doing much
" good in the world, as it is judicioufly contriv-
" ed to. engage the attention, and .improve the
" minds of all forts of readers -, being fo plain as

" to be intelligible to the lowell underflanding,
" at the fame time that it is fo elegant, 'as to

" gratify the higheft. You may affure yourfelf,

" Sir, that it was not in the power of my moft
" prefTing engagements to hinder me from read-

" ingfuch a work as this, and I hope I am much
" the better for having done fo. Nor would it

" have been kind to my dear Mrs. Hunt, not to

" have given her an opportunity of perufing a

" book, from which I myfelf had received fo

" much benefit. I therefore no fooner laid it

" out of my own hands, 'but I put it into her's,

" where I afterwards oftentimes found it, and
" cannot eaiily tell you how much file w?s af-

" fedted by it, nor defcribe the gratitude (he
" profefTes^to owe to her worthy inftrudtor/'-f-

The Duchefs" of Somerfet was equally pleafed

with the work. In a letter, written to Dr.

Doddridge in 1750, me fays, " I, had not the
" pleafure of being acquainted with any of your
" writings till I was at Bath three years ago,

P " with

t Ibid. p. 335, 334.
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*' with my poor Lord, when an old acquaintance

" of mine, the Dowager Lady Hyndford, recom-
" mended me to read the Rife and Progrefs of

" Religion in the Soul ; and I may with truth

*' aflure you, that I never was fo deeply affected

" with any thing I ever met with as with that

" book ; and I could not be eafy till I had given

" one to every fervant in my houfe, who ap-
*' peared to be of a ferious turn of mind."* A
perfon of diftinguifhed literature and goodnefs

always carried the work with him, declaring

that it was every thing on the fubject of ferious

and practical religion. It foon went through

many editions, and ftill continues to be frequent-

ly reprinted. Nor has the publication of it been

confined to England, but extended to Scotland

and America. It has been tranflated abroad, and

the author received many teftimonies from for-

eign parts of its acceptance and ufefulnefs.-f- If

to fuch a number of encomiums the opinion of a

difTenting minifter may be fubjoined, I may give

the words of Mr. Barker :
" That book mould

" be written in all languages in letters of gold."J
Not, however, entirely to confine myfelf to

the voice of praife, I cannot forbear adding fome
itrictures that came from the pen of a particular

and intimate friend of Dr. Doddridge's, Nathan-
iel Neal,'Efq; an eminent Solicitor in London,
who united the virtues of the heart with a very

fuperior understanding and judgment, and who
preferved the fincereft fidelity in the midfl of the

warmeft affection. " I am," fays he, in a fetter

to

* Ibid, p 466. f Orson, ubi fupra.

I Letters, ubi fupia, p. 141.
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to the author, " much obliged to you for your
«' kind prefent of the Rife and Progrefs ofReli-
" gion in the Soul. I read it over with pleafure,

*' and hope, not without fome advantage from a

" book, which I truly think is calculated for

*' very confiderable ufefulnefs. Theferious fpi-

" rit it breathes muft be acceptable to all who
*' retain any feeds of piety -, and the compafs of
" imagination, and force of expreflion, v/hich
*' diftinguifti themfelves throughout the whole
*' of the performance, mow that the beauties of
•' the facred writings are not defpifed by all the
•' mafters of human eloquence* This might
«* fuffice for me to fay concerning a book that is

*' fo univerfally admired by thofe to whofe judg-
" ment and piety I pay the greateft reverence

;

<( and all perhaps that in prudence I ought to

?' fay; if I merely confulted the preferving that

" credit you have hitherto been fo kind as to

" give to my underftanding. But as I had ra-

" ther deferve your friendfliip than gain your ap~
" plaufe, and be efteemed injudicious than in-

" fincere, I will venture (fince you have defired

" it) to fend a remark or two on this perform-
" ance.

" Your book propofes to draw a plan of a re-

" ligious difpofition, or habit, from its firfl

" foundation to its higheft perfection in the pre-

" fent ftate j and to confider it in its vrrious fta-

" ges and circumftances, agreeably to that varie-

'* ty which there is in the circumftances and at-

" tainments of chriftians. But is it not a juft

" objection to this performance, if there are

"many chriftians who are confcious to them-
P 2 felves
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" felves that the foundation of their religions

" temper and practice was not laid in thofe prin-

*< ciples and that view of things which you there

" defcribe ? Which I fuppofe muft be the cafe

•? of thofe who do not in a good degree embrace
" the Calviniftical doctrines, and in fome mea-
" fure of many that do : for I am inclined to

<f think, that different principles do not more
" varioufly affect and influence the minds of men,
" than the fame principles do different minds,
" efpecially young ones, according to the
" firmnefs or- weaknefs of the mind, or

" as the prevailing turn is fprightly or melan-
" choly. Conndering, therefore, the ftate of

" the chriftian church univerfally, may it not be
tc reafonable to allow a greater variety in the me-
" thods, which divine wifdom and mercy take,

** to bring finful men to the love and practice

" of religion ? You will obferve, the objection
i( does not infer, that the method you prefcribe

" is not the moft general, or the bell adapted to he-
<e gin and carry on the chriftian life in the foul

" of man, but whether it be the only one.
*' If I might venture to add another remark,

" it mould be this : whether your rules and di-

" rections for promoting the chriftian life do
iC not require more time to be fpent in the ex-
" ercife of devotion and in the inftrumental du-
" ties of religion, than is confiftent with that
" attention to the affairs of this life, which is

c< neceffary for the generality of chriilians ; and
'* whether the propoiing more to be done than
*' can (irom a view of the capacities and op-
" portuniiks of chriftians in general) be ex-

pected
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" pecked mould be done, may not difcpurage
cc fome not to attempt, and others not to proceed
" in a courfe of religion ? What is fit to be done
" by fome perfons, and in fome fpecial circum-
" fiances, may not be expected from the greater

f( number of chriilians : and care mould be tak-

" en, that the heights of piety, to which fome
ee devout fouls have foared, do not become mat-
" ter of difcouragement to young christians, or

" thofe of an ordinary rank.
tf

It is not improbable that I, who read over
" this bpok with a view and defire to difcover

" and amend my own faults, and not to find any
*' in that, may not have fufficiently attended to
*' fome paffages that may fliow both thefe re-

" marks impertinent ; or if there are not fuch
'* paffages in this book, I myfelf can point out
*' to fome in other of your pieces (particularly

*' that on Regeneration, if my memory does not
" greatly fail me) which guard againft both thefe
ii objections in very clear and exprefs terms. But
*' whatever be the fate of my remarks, when 1

*' venture to attack the accuracy of your compo-
*' fitions, I have a fure and tried retreat in the
" candour and benevolence of your difpofition,

" which conceals all the weakneffes of your
" friends ; and, I fpeak it from my own repeat

-

" ed experience, magnifies any well-intentioned
" attempt into an a£t or evidence cf confpicuous
f wifdom or virtue."*

In the fummer of 1745, Dr. Doddridge print-

^d a Charge, which had been delivered in Norr

wich, at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Abra-.-

P 3 h;in;

* Ibid: p. 3H-365,
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ham Tozer ; and in the month of October, in

the fame year, he was called to the painful and

affecting office of preaching a funeral fermon on

the death of his friend, the Hon. Col. James

Gardiner, who was flain in the battle at Preffon-

Pans, on the twenty-firft of September preced-

ing. The title of the difcourfe is " The Chris-

tian Warrior animated and crowned :" and it was

accompanied with a dedication to the Colonel's

pious and excellent widow. This fermon, as

might be expected from the peculiar circumftan-

ces by which it was occafioned, had a very ex-

tenfive circulation.; and it received, at the fame

time, many encomiums. '* I thank you," fays

Mr. Barker, " for your fine fermon on the la-
4

e

mentable death of that gallant chriftian, as well
" as foldier, Colonel Gardiner. I believe every
te body will allow it to be a fine difcourfe, and
* ( grant that your affection has not tranfported
(t you beyond the bounds of decency and pru-
" dence."* The applaufe of Dr. Hunt of Ox-
ford was frill more fpeCific. " Many thanks to
<l you for your excellent fermon on the death of
" the valiant and worthy Colonel Gardiner. I
*' was mod fenfibly affected with the perufal of
ic

it ; nor can I eafily tell you whether I was
*' more pleafed with the ingenuity of the dif-
<( courfc, or moved with the tendernefs of the
u application. Both your lamentation over your
"dead friend, and your moving epiftle to his
" difconfolate widow, are plainly formed on
ft Horace's plan, Si vis mefere, &c. and there-
i{ fore it is no wonder they mould draw tears

H from your readers, as, I allure you, they did

f< not
* Letiers, ubi fupra, p. joo.



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge, 231

« c not only from my dear Mrs. Hunt, but my-
*\ felf, in great abundance. How mournfully
'* pleating to Lady Frances muft the honour you
" have done her gallant conibrt be ! And, as

" for the deceafed hero himfelf, methinks, I hear
61 every brave foldier in the Britifh army, falut-

" ing his ames (thus diftinguifhed by your prai-

" fes) in the words of Alexander, when he flood

" before the tomb of Achilles, and reflected on
" the honour that had been done that famous
* f warrior by Homer's verfes,

ff O fortunate Gardinere, qui tuts virtutis
<c Talcm prseconem inveneris !

*« At lead, I am fure thefe would be their fenti-

f* ments, were your fermon put into their hands,
-" as I could heartily wifh (for the animating
u the courage of the troops) it were. I need
(( not tell you how glad I mould be to fee the
* k remarkable paffages of a life, the conclufion of
" which is fo glorious."*

Dr. Doddridge's next appearance from the

prefs was, likewife, in a funeral difcourfe, which
was preached at Northampton, in May, 1746,
on occafion of the death of the Rev. Mr. James

Shepherd. Mr. Shepherd was a worthy young

minifter, not quite twenty-two years of age, who
died, in confequence of a fhort illnefs, ibon aftsr

he had finimed his academical ftudies, and had

received an invitation to the paftoral charge of a

difTenting congregation at Coggefhall, in EfTex.

Nine fermons, the whole which he had ever

made,,

•Ibid, p, 337, 3^8.



232 Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge.

made, were collected together, and printed in a

fmall volume, 1748.
In 1747, Dr. Doddridge, agreeably to the

promife he had before made, publifhed " Some
remarkable pafTages in the Life of the Hon. Col.

James Gardiner £*. a work which has gone thro'

various editions. It was the author's defign, in

this work, not merely to perform a tribute of

gratitude to the memory of an invaluable friend,

but of duty to God and his fellow-creatures ;

as he had a cheerful hope that the narrative

would, under "the divine blefling, be the means
of fpreading a warm and lively fcnfc of religion.

Several of the Doctor's literary correfpondents

thought highly of the performance. " I own/*
fays Mr. Barker, *' I was not without my fears,

" left your love to that excellent perfon mould
" have overcharged fome of your pafTages with
" panegyric j and the extraordinary manner of
" his converfion have given fome occafion to the
" prefent age to charge him or you with enthu^
" fiafm. But in reading the book I was agree-
" ably furprifed and exceedingly pleafed ; and
" have the fatisfaction to acquaint you, that your
*' friends here are of opinion that you have per-
" formed what you have undertaken in a moil
" excellent manner, and that it is fuited to do a
ic

great deal of good, "-f Mr. Neal, who wrote
to the author before he had read the whole work,
expreffed himfelf in the following terms. " The
u receipt of Colonel Gardiner's Life calls upon
*• me for a particular acknowledgment. I have
f yet only had the pleafure of reading fome part

\
( of

t Litters, ubi fupra, p. 109, no.
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** of it ; and though I know you would rather

\* fee me improved by it, than hear me commend
" it, yet as the latter will, I hope, be no obilruc-
" tion to the former, I muft own that, as iar as
ie

I. have gone, I think it is writen in a very in-
" ftructive and entertaining manner ; and I wss
" charmed with the dedication, the concluding
" period of which is worthy the eloquence and
" politenefs of Pliny, and the piety and energy
" of St. Paul. But I will lay no more till I
" have perufed the whole piece."*

Perhaps it may be thought ibmewhat remark-

able, that the learned Warburton mould exprefs

the moft unqualified approbation of the whole
work. " I had the favour," fays this eminent

writer, " of your letter, and along with it Coio-
*< nel Gardiner's life, which I have juft read
" through with very great pleafure. Nothing
" can be better or more judicious than the
" writing part. Many considerations made the
" fubject of great importance and expediency.
" The celebration of worthy men who facrificed

" themfelves for the fervice of their country ;

" the tribute paid to private friendihip j the ex-
'.' ample, particularly to the foldiery, of lo much
" virtue and piety, as well as courage and patri-

* otifm ; the fervice done to the furvivors 01"

" their families, are iuch important confidera-

" tions as equally concern the writer and the

" public. I had a thou fan i things to remark hi

" it which gave me pleafure. Bat I have room
if but for two or three. The diilinclion you
Ci

fettle between piety andentkufiafm in the 78th
.

li V\ MVP

f IbTJ. p. j^j.



234 Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge.

" page, is highly juft and important, and very

" neceffary for thefe times, when men are apt to

" fall into the oppofite extremes. Nor am I

" lefs pleafed with your obfervations on the mu-
tc tilatedform ofchriftianity, in the 130th page :

** we fee the terrible effects of it. The fame
" pleafure your i62dand 163d pages afforded

" me. Your hymns are truly pious and poetical.

" The note at the bottom of page 176 is fine.

" I entirely agree with your fentiments con-
" cerning the extraordinary circumflance of the
** good man's converlion. On the whole, the
" book will do you honour ; or what you like

" better, will be a bleffing to you by its becom-
" ing an inftrument of public good/'-f*

The chief obfervation that Mr. Orton makes
on the work is, that " the author had the plea-

" fure to hear of fome instances in which it had
" anfwered his defires and hopes -, though many
" thought, and perhaps juftly, that he too
" much indulged the emotions of private friend-

" (hip and affection in the compofition."* In
the truth of this remark I entirely concur. Co-
lonel Gardiner was indeed a man of a moft ex-
cellent character -, but that character was tinc-

tured with enthufiafm and religious bigotry.

His virtues were of the awful kind. I remem-
ber well that his afpect was the afpect of dig-

nity ; but this dignity was mixed v/ith an au-
fterity of appearance and manner, which was
not prepoffeffing to the minds of the ffudents

belonging to the academy at Northampton.
The

}- Letters, ubi fupra, p. 204., 205,

* Ortertj ubi fupra, p. 114*
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The affection of his eldeft fon to his father, had, I

know, more of fear united with it than is ufually

defirable in a child towards a parent. Dr. Dod-
dridge undoubtedly went too far, when, in his

funeral fermon for Colonel Gardiner, he deli-

berately declared, that it was hard for him to

fay where, but in the book of God, the Colonel

found his exampley or where he had left his

equal.* The Doctor was himfelf a luperior

character. Let it, however, be remembered,

that if our author was ibmewhat extravagant in

the prail.es of his friend, he laid nothing of the

truth of which he was not fully perfuaded.

It is not my defign to enter fpecif.cally into

the ilory of Colonel Gardiner's extraordinary

converfion. That the impredion made upon
his mind was in a dream, is furiiciently intima-

ted to be the opinion of Dr. Doddridge, though
the Colonel himfelf believed it to be a miracu-

lous vifion. As a dream it may very rationally

be accounted for, from the predifpofing circum-

flances. He had received a ftrictly pious edu-

cation ; he had never rejected the principles,

though he had departed from the practice of

ehriftianity ; he often felt the anguifh of his

courfe of life ; he was alone, in the folemn ftill-

nefs of the night ; a religious book happened to

be opened by him ; the dreadful crime in which
he was going to engage flamed upon his con-

fcience. Falling afleep in this agitation of his

fpirits, a dream followed, accommodated to his

waking reflections. Nor was he, on this ac-

count, the lefs indebted to the goodnefs of Di-

vine

• Doddridge's Sermons, and religious Trac1s,VoIi III. p. 62.
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vine Providence for the happy and effectual

change that was produced in his difpofition and

conduct. The events which are derived thro' a

fucceftion of intermediate caufes, are not lefs the

refult of the admininxation of the Supreme Be-

ing, than more immediate interpoiitions. There
cannot he a furer dictate of reaibn, than it is of

fcripture, that every good and every perfeft gift

is from above, and cometh down from the Fa-

ther of Lights.

Two pamphlets were published, containing

remarks on the Life of Colonel Gardiner ; one in

London, and the other at Edinburgh. The fe-

cond was better wT

ritten than the firft , but nei-

ther ofthem was deemed of fuificient confequence

to deferve an anfwer.*

In the year 1748 appeared the third volume
of the " Family Expofitor, containing the Acts
" of the Apoftles, with additional Notes on the
" Harmony of the Evangelifts £j and " Two
61

DirTertations, 1. On Sir Iiaac Newton's Syf-
" tern of the Harmony. 2. On the Infpiration

" of the New Teftament." This volume is

a very valuable part of Dr. Doddridge's great

work ; being executed with lingular attention

and diligence, and comprehending a large va-

riety of curious and important critical remarks,

together with excellent practical obfervations.

In feveral momentous particulars he differed

irom Lord Barrington and Dr. Benfon, and co-

incided in opinion with Dr. Lardner. Of this

the latter gentleman took the following notice

in a letter to our author. " You have happily

" thrown
* Orton, ubi fuprx, p, 314— u6.
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" thrown a great deal of light on the Adts of
*' the Apoftles. I am particularly obliged to

" you for the honourable mention you have
(i been pleafed to make of me upon many occa-
" fions. I likewifc thank you for averting and
" confirming the opinion that the Jews had not
" Jus Gladii in the time of our Saviour. I am

alfo well pleafed to fee how clear you keep of
** the now common opinion about Profelytes of
" the Gate, and how you fometimes overthrow
n it by good reafons."* In the differtation on
Sir Ifaac Newton's fcheme for reducing the fev-

eral hiftories contained in the Evangelifts to

their proper order, Dr. Doddridge fuccefsfully

combats Sir Ifaac's hypothecs upon the fubject.

But, at the fame time, he gladly embraced the

opportunity of payinghim a very fine compliment.
" I cannot," fays the Doctor, " fet myfelf to

" this tafk, without feeling the fatigue of it fen-
<{ fibly allayed, by the pleafure with which I

" reflect on the firm perfuafion which a perfon
w of his unequalled fagacity mull have enter-
* f tained of the truth of chridianity, in
" order to his being engaged to take fuch
" pains in illuftrating the facred oracles. A
" pleafure, which I doubt not every good reader

" will (hare with me ; efpecially as (accord

-

" ing to the beft information, whether public
<( or private, I could ever get) his firm faith

"in the divine revelation difcovered itfelf in
*' the mo ft genuine fruits of fubftantial virtue

*' and piety ; and confequently gives us the
(< jufteft reafon to conclude, that he is now re~

" joking
* Letters, ubi Kjpra, p. 273.
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" joking in the happy effe&s of it infinitely

M more than in all the applaufe which his phi-
€( lofophical works have procured him ; though
«* they have commanded a fame rafting as the

" world, the true theory of which he had difco-

" vered, and (in fpite of all the vain efforts of
" ignorance, pride, and their offspring bigotry)

" have arrayed him as it were in the beams of
" the fun, and infcribed his name among the
" conftellations of heaven." Concerning Dr.

Doddridge's DirTertation on the Infpiration of

the Old Teftament, Warburton pronounced,

that it is a well reafoned and judicious perform-

ance.* Perhaps in fome refpects the reafoning

may be rather too hypothetical ; but, on the

whole, it is a production which abounds with

important and ufeful obfervations.

The only fermon publifhed by Dr. Doddridge

in 1748, was one entitled, M ChriiYs Invitation

to thirity Souls." It had been preached nearly

twenty years before at Northampton, and was
now printed at the requefl of a worthy member
of the eftablifhed church, to whom it had been

communicated in the intimacy of friendship.

Prefixed to it is a dedication, of considerable

length, to the Rev. James Harvey. This cir-

cumstance, if I conjecture rightly, did not pleafe

the flrong-minded Warburton. " I think,"

fays he, " you do not fet a juft value on your-
" felf, when you lend your name or countenance
" to fuch weak, but well-meaning rhapfodies
<< as . This may do well enough with the
" people ; but it is the learned that claim you,

"And
• Letters, ubi fupr3, p. 205,
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'* And though the intermixing with works of
** this ca&fober books of devotion of your own
' r compofihg, becomes your character, and is

" indeed your duty, yet your charity and love
" of goodnefs fufTer you to let yourfelf down in
w the opinion of thofe you moft value, and whofe
" high opinion you have fairly gained by-works
" of learning and reafoning inferior to none.
" Forgive me this freedom.

5 '* Dr. Hunt
thought better, and indeed more juttly, of the

dedication ; for he thus expreffed himfelf, in

a letter to the author :
«' Many thanks to you for

" your kind prefent of your excellent fermon.
" You have done great honour to our brother
c* Harvey in the dedication, which breathes the
" true fpirit of chriftian benevolence, and con-
" tains fuch generous and charitable fentiments
" as mud cl.arm every reader that has any re-

" gard to the true interetts of our moft holy re-

" ligion. I think the account you give of the
" occafion of the words (which is fomething in
" my way) is perfectly juft, and the method in
" which you have explained and carried on the
ft metaphor throughout, is in the higheft degree
*' beautiful, as well as inftructive/'-j-

The firft publication of Dr. Doddridge in

1749 was, " A plain and ferious Addrefs to a
" Matter of a Family on the important Subject
" of Family Religion." This was accompanied
with two prayers • one, which might be ufed

as an introduction to a ftated courfe of family-

prayer, where it had formerly been neglected
;

and the other, a prayer for a family, to be ufed

either
* Ibid. p. 205, 204. f Ibid. p. 34.6, 347.
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cither morning or evening, with fuch variations

as might eaiily be underftood by any who were

able to read it. The Doclor, though a diflent-

er, and himfelf excelling in the variety and co-

pioufnefs of more extemporaneous adorations,

was not, we fee, averfe to forms of prayer on

proper occafions. Indeed, he recommends them
in his " Addrefs," the ferioufnefs, affection,

and momentous nature of which entitle it to

great attention and regard. The next appear-

ance of our author from the prefs was in a dii-

courfe that had been preached at Northampton
on the twenty-fifth of April, 1749 -, being the

day appointed by his Majeily for a general

thankfgiving on account of the peace concluded
with France and Spain. It was entitled, " Re-
" flections on the Conduct of Divine Provi-
" dence in the Series and Conclufion of the late

" War," and contains many beautiful and im-
portant obfervations, adapted to the circumflanccs

of the time.

In 1749-50, Dr. Doddridge preached, at a

meeting of minifters at Creaton in Northamp-
tonshire, and afterwards publimed a fermon, the

title of which is, " Chriftian Candour and Una-
" nimity ftated, illuftrated, and urged." This
is an admirable difcourfe, and exhibits a fine

tranfcript of the author's own mind, which was
fully attuned to the virtue he recommended. It

was infcribed to the Countefs of Huntingdon,
and ftrongly difplays his admiration of that lady.

I iniert the inscription (which I am fare was
written with the utmoft fmcerity) rather by way
of warning than example ; not as at all difp

tl

muting



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 241

the great excellency of the Countefs's character,

but becaufe there is an excefs in the language

which ought to be applied to very few human

beings.

« To the Right Honourable
" The Countess of Huntingdon;
" That eminent example of the

< f Christian Candour
" Here recommended,

cc And of every other virtue and grace,

" Which can infpirej fupporr, and adorn ira

" The Author,
" Finding himfelf (after repeated attempts)

tc Incapable of writing any dedication,

" Under the reftraints which her humility,
<f Amidft its utmoft indulgence*

" Has prefcribed him ;

ff Or to mention any excellence which would not?

" Seem an encomium on her -,

" Has chofen thus mod refpeclfully

" To infcribe this difcourfe j

" Intreating that his farther filehce,

" In this connection,
* c May be interpreted by her Ladyship,

" And by every Reader,
(e As the moft fenfible and painful proof

<f He can give of the deference,

" Veneration, and grateful affection,
t{ With which he is, her Ladyfhip's

" Mod obliged, and obedient humble fervant."

On the twentieth of Auguft, 1750, Dr. Dod-

dridge preached a fermon at Salter's-Hall,on oc-

cafion of the late alarm by the fecond fhock of

an earthquake, which had happened on the eighth

of March preceding. The difcourfe being de-

Q^ livered
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livered to a very large and attentive auditory, it

was earneftly requefted that it might be printed;

and accordingly it appeared under ths title of
" The Guilt and Doom of Capernaum ferioufly

" recommended to the Coniideration of the In-
** habitants of London." Both the fermon and

the preface amply mow how folicitous our au-

thor was, with many other good men, to im^
prove every event of Divine Providence to the

beffc of purpofes. In the December of the fame

year, he was called upon to pay the laft tribute

of refpect to the memory of his friend and father,

Dr. Clark. That gentleman died on the fourth

of the month, and on the fixteenth Dr. Dod-
dridge preached his funeral fermon at St. Alban's.

The difcourfe is entitled, " Meditations on the
" Tears of Jefus over the Grave of Lazarus ;"

and the character given of Dr. Clark is as jufr. as

it is affectionate. It may not be improper to

mention, that Dr. Clark was the author of a

collection of Scripture Promifes, which has been

very ufeful to many pious chriflians, and of three

excellent Sermons, on the Nature and Caufes of

Irresolution in Religion, printed in 1742. As a

proof of the liberality of his mind, I fhall tran-

fcribe a paifage from one .of his letters, written

3111727, to Mr. Doddridge. " You have feen,

*< I fuppofe, what the public prints inform us
fC

of, relating to the proceedings of the General
" AlTctnbly in Scotland, againft Mr. Patrick
*' Simpfon. They arc going to deprive that
** church of one of the riVoft valuable perfons in
Ci

it, becaufe he does not think it necdlary to tie
a hirnfelfdown exactly to their Sfiffibfietfr, nor

" oblige
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u oblige himfelf to conform to* all the fcholaftic

u ways of fpeaking, concerning fome things,

" about which the fcripture is lilent. By what
" I faw and heard of him when in Scotland, he
*' is a much better judge of thofe matters than
" the greater part of thofe who are to judge him.
f( His crime is, that he is difpofed to think for
t( himfelf; but yet he is very cautious to avoid

" giving offence, which I perceive is, by the
" bigots, interpreted cunning and diffimulation.

" One would think the experience of fo many
" ages mould be fufficient to make the world
" wifer j and that thofe who pretend to govern
" in the church mould learn at laft that their
i( power might be much better exercifed, than
" in deftroying the ufefulnefs of the beft men in

" it, merely for nicefpeculations about unreveal-

" ed or difputable points. Suppofe a perfon
*' mould not fpeak with exact propriety, con-
" cerning the manner of Ch rift's exiftence,

'* a point fo much above our reach, if yet he
" loves him, trufts in him, and fmcerely obeys
" him, what harm does religion fuffer by it ?

" But I need not enlarge upon this to you, who
" are fo well inftructed in the unreaibnableneis
(i of bigotry to a fet of fpeculative notions."*

I have nowfpecified the works that were pub-
limed by Dr. Doddridge during his life time, in

their chronological order, which has been ne-

glected by Mr. Orton, and very much confound-

ed in the three volumes containing the Doctor's

Sermons and religious Tracts. Such of his wri-

tings as were printed after his deceafe will here-

Qjz after

* Lelters to and from the Rev, Dr. Doddridge, p. 17, 18.
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after be mentioned ; and, therefore, it only re-

mains at prefent to be added, that he was the

author of a few fmall pieces which appeared in

other collections. Thefe were, fome papers,

when he was a young man, in " The prefent

State of the Republic of Letters ;" a recommen-

datory Preface to a performance, entitled, " Fa-
" miliar Dialogues for Children ;" a biographi-

cal Preface to twelve Sermons,
t
by the Rev.

Thomas Steffe, a difienting miniiier and former

pupil, who died in early life, at Taunton in

Somerfetfhire 5 an elaborate account, in '* The
" Hiflory of the Works of the Learned," of the

fccond volume of Warburton's divine Legation

of Mofes ; and an elegant practical Paraphrafe of

the lail Words of David, according to the criti-

cal interpretation of Dr. Richard Grey, of Hin-
ton, Northamptonshire.

I ought to have taken notice under the pro-

per year (1748) that Dr. Doddridge revifed the

" Expofitory Works" and other remains ofArch-

bifhop Leighton, and tran dated his " Latin Pre-

lections." Thefe were printed together at Edin-

burgh, in two volumes. Though the preparing

-of thefe volumes for the prefs took up fome of

the Doctor's time for feveral months, in the in-

tervals of other bulineis, he was far from repent-

ing of his labour. The delight and edification

which he found in the writings of this extraor-

dinary man, were cilcemcd by him to be a full

equivalent for his pains -

y feparately from all the

piofpcct of that effect which they might have

upon others. He acknowledges in his preface,

that he never fpent a quarter of an hour in re-

viewing
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viewing any of them, without feeling, amidfl the

interruption which a critical examination of the

copy would naturally give, fome imprefiions

which he wimed always to retain, indeed, he

found in them fuch heart-affecting leiTons of

Simplicity and humility, candour and benevo-

lence, and of exalted piety, without the leaft

tincture of enthufiafm, as he thought could

Fcarcely be equalled any where elfe, excepting in

the facred Oracles.*"

Dr. Henry Miles, of Tooting, fpeaking of

Archbifhop Leighton's works, faid,in a letter to

Dr. Doddridge, " I blefs God I ever met with
ts them. There is a fpirit in them I never met
*' with in any human writings, nor can I read
" many lines in them without being affected :

*' though you know all his works are imperfect
" and inaccurate. "-f Scotland, in the middle of

the laft century, produced fome divines, who
had imbibed, in a wonderful manner, the genu-

ine fpirit of devotion, and the genuine fpirit

of chriftianity. The name of Scougal will

occur to every one who is tolerably acquaint-

ed either with the hiftory of theology, or with

compositions of a practical nature.

The journey which Dr. Doddridge took to

St. Alban's for the purpofe of preaching Dr.

Clark's funeral fermon, laid the foundation of

his own death. In that journey, which, as we
have feen before, was in December, 1750, he

unhappily Contracted a cold, that hung upon
him during the remainder of the winter. When
the fpring advanced, the diforder considerably

abated ; but in the fummer it returned again

Q^3 with
* Oiton, ubi fupra, p. 145. f Letters, ubi fnpra, p. zjq.
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with great violence. In this ftate of his health,

he was advifed by his phyficians and friends to

lay afide his public work for a time, and to ap-

ply himfelf to the ufe of proper medicines and
exercife for the removal of his complaint. With
the former part of this advice he could not be
prevailed upon to comply j for, in his eftima-

tion, to be ufelefs was worfe than death. Whilft
he apprehended that there was no immediate
danger, he could not be induced to decline, or

even to lefTen, the various facred employments
in which he fo much delighted ; and he was
particularly defirous to complete the fair tran-

fcript of his Family Expofitor. The nearer he
approached to his diffolution, the more plainly

was obferved his continual improvement in a

fpiritual and heavenly temper. Indeed, he
feemed to have gotten above the world, and to

be daily breathing after immortality. This dif-

pofition of his mind was ardently expreiTed in

feveral of his letters, and is manifeft from his

will, which was made at this time, and is pre-

faced in the following language : " Whereas it

" is cuftomary on theie occafions to begin with
Ci commending the foul into the hands of God
i( through Chrift ;

• I do it, not in mere form,
'* but with fmcerity and joy ; efteeming it my
<f greateft happinefs, that I am taught and en-
" couraged to do it, by that glorious gofpel,
li which, having mod alTuredly believed, I have
" fpent my life in preaching to others ; and
" which I efteem an infinitely greater treafure

" than all my little worldly ftore, or poflefiions

" ten thoufand times greater than mine."*

The
• Orton, ubi ftfpra, p. s6S—271.
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' The laft time that Dr. Doddridge adminilter-

ed the Lord's Supper to his congregation at

Northampton, was on the fecond of June, 175 1,

In the fermon which he delivered previoufly to

the celebration of the ordinance, and which was

from Hebrews xii. 23, he expatiated on the illuf-

trious and innumerable alterably that would

meet together in the celeftial world ; and in the

concluiion of the whole fervice, he mentioned,

with marks of uncommon pleafure, the authori-

ty of Chrifl over minifters and churches. He
dropped, likewife, fome hints of his approaching

deceafe, and fpoke with great tendernefs and af-

fection to his people on the profpect of their fi-

nal feparation. After this he fpent fome weeks

in London, where the hurries and fatigues he

went through contributed to increafe his difor-

der. On his return from the metropolis, which
was nearly the middle of July, he determined,

notwithstanding the earneft entreaties of his

friends to the contrary, to addrefs his flock once

more from the pulpit. The difcourfe, which
proved in fact to be his farewel fermon, was from

Romans xiv. 8, and was well adapted, not only

to the flate of his congregation, but to that of

his pupils, for whofe future improvement and

welfare he was tenderly concerned.

The laft public fervice, in which Dr. Dod-
dridge was ever engaged, was on the eighteenth

of July, at the ordination of the Rev. Mr.
Adams, at Bewdley, in Worcefterlhire. How
unfit he was at this time for taking any part

in the duties of the day, was difplayed in his pale

countenance, and in his languid, trembling

Qj. voice

;
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voice ; but he had prcmifed his afiiitance, and

was unwilling to be abfent or unemployed on

the occafion. From Bewdley he went to

Shrewfbury, where he refided feveral weeks, at

the houfe of his friend Mr. Orton, for the

convenience of air, exercife, and an entire recefs

from bufinefs and company. By this retirement

he feemed to be a little recruited. Whilft he

was at Shrewfbury, he received many letters

from his friends, expreffive of their high efteem

and affection for him, and of their deep concern

for his dangerous illnefs.* A very pathetic one,

written by Mr. Neal, will be found in the col-

lection lately publifhed. Part of what he wrote

is as follows :
" You may be fure, we are all

*" greatly affected with the danger that threatens
ic a life fo univerfally deferable, and to us fo pe-
" culiarly endeared : and our invaluable friend"

(Mr. BarkerJ
" difTolved not only us, but great

*' part of his numerous audience, into tears, by
" a kind of infpired eloquence, with which he

f
c offered up ftrong pleas and cries, for your fap-
" port and revival, to him who is able to deliver

*' from death.—My dear friend, I befeech you
?' not to think of returning to Northampton,
f* even though you mould receive all imaginable
" benefit at Shrewfbury in the enfuing fortnight,

" till you have vifited Briftol -, and in preparing
" for that expedition, I conceive no time lhould
" be loft, as the feafon for the waters, as well
81 as of the year, is fo far advanced. I mould
" tremble for your return to Northampton at

f prefent, notwithstanding fome encouraging

"< fvmptoms y

* Ibid. p. 271— 274..
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** fymptoms ; for a relapfe could hardly fail of
t{ being'fatal, and in fuch a circumftance would
" be next to certain, considering your various

" engagements, and active temper." Speaking

of the academy, Mr. Neal adds, " Mr. Clark,
" I am perfuaded, is able to do what is fully

" fufficient, and will be very acceptable to the
tc

trustees. And I rejoice in his ability (which
" T do not at all diftrufr.) to keep the pupils very
" profitably employed for fome time ; though
" I mould much rather hear the academy was
" all diibanded, than that you mould read a

" tingle lecture between this and Michaelmas.
" In one word, your whole duty to God and
" man is comprehended in the care of your
" health. "-f* Another letter written fome weeks
before by Mr. Barker, though it has been in-

ferted, at large, both in the Collection mention-
ed above and in Mr. Orton's Memoirs, is too

interefting to be omitted in this place. " Lef-
" iingham, Neal, and Barker, are too nearly
" int.erefr.ed in that precious life, which now
*' appears in danger of being cut off in the mid ft

" of its doys, to hear of its wafte and languiih-
" ing without great concern and fervent prayer
" to God. How your letter affected my heart
" in public, your friends are witnefs : but what
" I felt for my dear brother and the minifter:

if and churches of Chrift, God and myfelf only
f know. I will not now lay, Why did you
" fpend fo fair. ? Why did you not ipare you:*-

" fe\f a little fooner ? I will rather heartiiv

" thank you, that you ufe all the means you
" canto repair your frame, and reilore and pro-
" long your ufefulnefs. It is the kindeft thing-

, t Letters, ubi fupra, p. 396; 397.
}'°'a
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*' you can do, and the higher! inftance of friend-

*' fhip yon can now fhew us ; and I acknowledge
<f your goodnefs to us in this point with tears of
" joy. Confent and choofe to flay with us a

" while longer, my dear friend, if it pleafe God.
" This is not only needful to Northampton and
" its adjacent towns and villages, but defirable

tf to us all, and beneficial to our whole intereft.

" Stay, Doddridge ! O, flay and ftrengthen our
" hands, whofe ihadows grow long. Fifty is

" but the height of vigour, ufefulnefs, andhon-
*' our. Don't take leave abruptly. Providence
" hath not directed thee yet, on whom to drop
" thy mantle. Who mall inftruct our youth ;

*' fill our vacant churches ; animate ouraflbcia-
" tions, and diffufe a fpirit of piety, moderation,
** candour, and charity, through our villages and
*' churches ; and a fpirit of prayer and fupplica-

" tion into our towns and cities, when thou art

" removed from us ? Efpecially, who mail un-
" fold the facred Oracles, teach us the meaning
" and ufe of our Bibles, refcue us from the
" bondage of fyftems, party opinions, empty,
" uielefs fpeculations, and faihionable forms and
i€ phraies j and point out to us the fimple, in-

" telligible, confiltent, uniform religion of our
" Lord and Saviour ? Who mail—But I am
" filenced by the voice of him, who fays, " Shall

" I not do what I will with my own ? Is.it not
" my prerogative to take and leave, as feemeth
" me good ? I demand the liberty of difpoling
" of my own fervants at my own pleafure.

" He hath laboured more abundantly. His
"times are m my Land. He hath not ilept as

4<
d<*
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<r do others. He hath rifen to nobler Jheights
" than things below. He hopes to inherit
« glory. He hath laboured for that which en-
* dureth to eternal life ; labour, which the
" more it abounds, the more it exalts and mag-
" nifies its objecls, and the more effectually an-
" fwers and fecures its end. It is yours to wait
** and truft,—mine to difpofe and govern. On
" me be the care of miniflers and churches.
" With me is the refidue of the Spirit. Both
** the vineyard and the labourers are mine. I
t(

fet them to work ; and when I pleafe, I call

" them and give them their hire."—With thefe
" thoughts my paiTions fubnde, my mind is

" foftened and fatisfied, I refign thee, myfelf
" and all, to God, faying, Thy will be done I

" But now for the wings of faith and contem-
" plation. Let me take thy hand, my dear
" brother, and walk a turn or two in yonder
" fpacious regions. Yes, it is fo : we read it in
" the Book of God, that word of truth and gof-
" pel of our falvation, that as in Adam all die,

" even fo in Chrifr. mall all be made alive. The
" one ruined his pofterity by fin • the other raif-

" ed his feed to immortality. This poifoned
li

the dart and inflamed the wound of death •

'* but Jefus Chriil redeemeth us from this cap-
':' tivity. See, thou chriftian minifler, thou
" friend of my bofom, and faithful fervant of
t( God, fee the important period, when the fur-
n

priiing figns and defcending inhabitants of
tc

heaven, proclaim the fecond coming of our
" divine Saviour ! The heavens open and dif-
€i

clofe his radiant glory. Hear the awakening
" trump.
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" trump. See, the dead in Chrifl arife glori-

" ous and immortal 5 leave corruption, vveak-

'_' nefs, and dishonour, behind them, and behold
*.* their Lord and Head feated on his throne of
" judgment, attended and furrounded with the
" minifters of his power and pleafure, and ihin-

" ing in all the fulnefs of celeftial glory : and
" not only fee but fhare his viclory and lufltre,

" partake of his image and influence. And be-
" hold the demolished fabric reared again, flate-

" ly and ornamented, mining and illuftrious,

" permanent and durable, to demon (Irate how
" entirely death is vanquished, all its ruins re-

" paired ; and what was once meat for worms is

" now a companion of angels : for when'" this

" corruptible fhall have put on incorruption,
" and this mortal, immortality," every eye will

" be faftened on the mighty conqueror, and eve-
" \y voice and harp be tuned for that tranfport-

" ing fong, " O Death, where is thy fting ?

" O Grave, where is thy victory ?" Yes, Dod-
" dridge, it is fo. The fruit of our Redeem-
" er's fufferings and viclory is the entire and
" eternal deilruction of fin and death. And is

" it not a glorious deftrudtion ? A moft bleffed

" ruin ? No enemy fo formidable, no tyranny fo

" bitter, no fetters fo heavy and galling, no pri-

" fon fo dark and difmal, but they are van-
" quifhed and difarmed ; the unerring dart is

" blunted and broken, the prifon pulled down
" and rafed. Our Lord is rifen, as the firil-

" fruits of them that flept.—How glad fhould
" I be to hear that God is pleafed to prolong
** thy life on earth, to declare thefe glorious

" truths,
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* truths, and teach us to improve them ! In
' this your friends with you, and many more
in every place, join, and make it our com-

' mon petition to the great Difpofer of all

* events. Ufe every means you can for the
f recovery of your health, for the fake of your
' friends, among whom is your faithful and af-
( fectionate J. Barker."*

Dr. Doddridge was fo deeply afFecled with the

friendfhip exprelfed in this letter, and the divine

confolations which it adminiftered, that there

was reafon to be apprehenfive that his tender

frame would have funk under the emotions of his

gratitude and joy.

In autumn, his phyficians judged it proper that

he mould make a trial of the waters of Briftol

;

and accordingly he went thither in the month of

Auguft. Upon his arrival at that place, a wor-
thy clergyman of the eilablimed church, with
whom he had only a flight acquaintance, enter-

tained him in the moll hofpitable manner and
with a fraternal affection, till he could be accom-
odated with fuitable apartments near the wells ;

and Dr. Maddox, Bifliop of Worcefter, paid him
a friendly vifit, and, in very obliging terms, of-

fered to. convey him in his chariot, at the ftated

times of drinking the water. Little hope of his

deriving benefit from it was given him by the

phyficians at Briftol ; and he received their report

of the great hazard of his cafe with a fortitude,

refignation, and cheerfulnefs, which never for-

fook him to the laft, in any place, or on any oc-

eanon.

* 0it9n, ubi fupoi, p, 274— 177. Letters, wbi fupra, p. i4-2-*;4<:
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cr.fion, Here he met with feveral of his friends,

who were defirous to do all in their power to

terrify their regard for him ; and offers of fervice

and affiftance were made to him by itrangers,

and even by peribns who- had formerly conceiv-

ed prejudices againfl him. A worthy nobleman
interested himfelf as kindly about the Doctor's

health, as if he had long been his intimate

friend. Whilft Dr. Doddridge was at Briftol, he
was viiited by fome of the principal people of

his congregation, who exprefled an affection for

him not to be defcribed, and who brought with

them a durances of the fame affection from the

reff of his flock, and of their ardent and repeat-

ed prayers for his recovery. This new proof of

their regard afforded him great fatisfaction and

refrefhment. He was directed by his phyficians

to fpeak and write as little as poflible ; but he

could not content himfelf without fometimes

fending letters, in fhort-hand, to a few chofen

friends, expreihve of the excellent frame of his

mind.*

The health of Dr. Doddridge continuing ftill

more and more to decline, he was advifed, as

the laft refort in ib threatening a diforder, to

remove to a warmer climate for the winter. It

was propofed that he fhould go to Lifoon. In

deliberating upon this fcheme, his principal ob-
jection to it was the great expenfe with which
the execution of it would neceilarily be attended.

He doubted whether, with fo very precarious a

hope of its being beneficial to him, he ought to

purfue the deii^n 5 when his family, SvhMl)

cafe
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cafe of his deceafe, would be but flenderly provi-

ded for, would be confide rably injured by the

voyage. u It will," fays Mr. Orton, (t I hope,
" appear to every conllderate reader, a glorious

" circumitance in the Doctor's life, that it was
t( iacrificed to the generous, difinterefted fervice

" of his great Matter, and benevolence to man-
" kind ; that, with the advantage of a genius and
" qualifications equal to the higheit advance-
*' ment in the eftablifhment, and without being-

** chargeable with want of economy, he fhould
•* find himfelf under the painful necedity of pre-
" ferving the little remainder of his life, by an
** expenfe difproportionate to the provifion made
" for his family, dear to him as his own life."

There happened to be at Brifrol a clergyman of the

church of England, who had not been previ-

ously acquainted with Dr. Doddridge, but who
behaved to him in the kindeft and mod refpect-

ful manner. In conversion with this gentle-

man, the Doctor undesignedly threw out a hint

of the principal reafon which caufed him to de-

mur about the voyage. The benevolent cler-

gyman immediately feized the hint, and took

an opportunity of expreffing, before a lady of

confiderable fortune, who was a diffenter, his

efteem and refpect for the Doctor, and the con-

cern it gave him, that a perfon who did fo much
honour to chriflianity in general, and to his

own denomination in particular, and who (as he
was pleafed to exprefs himfelf) '* if his confcience
*' had not prevented, might have been in one of
" the firft dignities in their church," fhould, on
account of his circumftanccs, be difcouraged

from
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from taking a ftep, on which perhaps his life

depended. He added, that, in his opinion, it

would be an everlafling reproach upon the dif-

fenters as a body, if thofe who knew of his fitu-

ation did not take fome fpeedy and vigorous

meafures to remove the difficulty. No fooner

had this gentleman given the hint, and fet a

handfome precedent, than it was cheerfully pur-

fued ; and the generolity of Dr. Doddridge's ac-

quaintance at Briftol and in other places, fully

equalled his wants and his wifhes. Mr. Neal

was particularly active in the management of

the affair, and had the pleafure of informing"

the Doctor, that inilead of felling what our au-

thor had in the funds, he mould be able, through

the benevolence of friends, to add fomething to

it, after the expenfe of the voyage was defrayed.

Whilft Dr. Doddridge continued at Briftol,

and his journey was in profpecl:, many other

pleafing circumstances occurred, which tended

to lighten his affliction. A fervant, in particu-

lar, of the family where he lodged, offered her-

felf to attend him to Lifbon on very reafonable

terms ; a propofal which was the more feafona-

ble and acceptable, as infirm perfons, who
deiigned the fame voyage, ufually found it ex-

tremely difficult to procure fuch attendance,

even by large offers.* Dr. Oliver was at no
fmall pains to prepare every thing for making
the journey as comfortable as poffible -

y and
Mr. Warburton prevailed upon the fecretary of
the Poft-Office to write to the captain of the

packet-boat at Falmouth, to engage him to

give
• Ibid. p ; :?j.~ 187,
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give Dr. Doddridge the bed: accommodations in

his power.*f- On the feventeenth of September

the Dodor left Briftol, and after a fatiguing

journey of ten days, occasioned partly by the

badnefs of the feaibn and rbads, and partly by

his great weaknefs, he arrived at Falmouth*

There he was received in the kindeft manner by

Dr. Turner, the phyfician of the place, who gen-

eroufly entertained him in his houfe, and recom-

mended him to the care of his nephew* Dr.

Cantley, at Lilbon. During Dr. Doddridge's

journey and ftay at Falmouth, his moft painful

and threatening fymptoms had been fufpended 5

but, on the night before he failed, they returned

with greater violence than ever. Mrs. Dod-
dridge, therefore, thought it neceffary to pro*

pofe, that he mould either return home, or ftay

a while longer at Falmouth. Having, however,

fome hope from a change of climate, he gave

this fhort anfwer, " The die is caft, and I choofe

The propriety of Dr. Doddridge's voyage to

Lilbon has by fome perfons been doubted ; but

in this undertaking he acted by the unanimous

advice of the mod competent judges. At Fal-

mouth much civility was fhewn him by feveral

of the inhabitants of the place, to whom his

friends had written for that purpofe, and he

parted from them with the utmoft gratitude and

tendernefs. On Monday the thirtieth of Sep-

tember he went on board the packet j and as

the captain of it did not happen to go the voyage,

the Doctor had the convenience of his cabin,

R. which

t Letters, ubi fuprs, p. a$4-.
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which was no fmall comfort and advantage to

him in his weak condition. Upon the failing

of the verTel, the new fcene which opened upon

him, and the foft air and frefh breezes of the

lea, had the moft plcafing effect on his fpirits.

The fea ficknefs was feverely felt by Mrs. Dod-
dridge and the fervant ; but happily he himfelf

did not fufFer from it; fo that he needed their

attendance and afli fiance lefs than before. He
generally fat, the greateft part of the day, in an

eafy chair, in the captain's cabin ; and his mind
was admirably fuftained by delightful views of

the heavenly world. Such facred gratitude and

joy appeared in his countenance, as often bro't

to the remembrance of his lady the following

lines in one of his hymns :

When Death o'er Nature fhall prevail,

And all the powers of language fail,

Joy through my fwimming eyes fhall break,

And mean the thanks I cannot fpeak.

In the Bay of Bifcay the verTel was unhappily

becalmed for fome days ; and the weather prov-

ed fo intenfely hot, that Dr. Doddridge's col-

liquative fweats returned, attended with a faint-

nefs that threatened his fpeedy diiTolution. Pro-
vidence, however, fliil lengthened out the feeble

thread of life. When the iTiip came to the de-

fired haven, and was waiting tor the ufual cere-

monies of entrance, the fineneis of the day, the

foftnefs of the air, and the delightful profpeds
by which he was lurrounded, gave him a frefh

flow of flrength and fpirits.. He flayed upon
deck
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deck about two hpurs, and derived from it fuch

a fenfible degree of refreshment, as to raife even

a flattering hope of his recovery. On Sunday
the thirteenth of October he landed at Lifbon„

The next day he wrote to his afliftant at North-
ampton, giving him amort accountof his voyage,

of the magnificent appearance which the city

made from the fea, and of what he obferved in

pafllng through the flreets. After mentioning

his great weaknefs and danger, he added, «* Ne-
** verthelefs, I blefs God, the moft undifturbed
'* ferenity continues in my mind, and my ftrength

" holds proportion to my day. I ftill hope and
** truftin God, and joyfully acquiefce in all he
" may do with me. When you fee my dear
" friends of the congregation, inform them of
" my circumftances, and allure them, that I
" cheerfully fubmit myfelf to God. If I defire

** life may be reftored, it is chiefly that it may
" be employed in ferving Chrifl among them ;

" and that I am enabled by faith to look upon
-
l death as an enemy that mail be deflroyed ;

** and can cheerfully leave my dear Mrs. Dod-
" dridge a widow in a ftrange land, if fnch be
" the appointment of our heavenly Father. I

" hope I have done my duty, and the Lord do
** as feemeth good in his fight/'*

At Lifbon, Dr. Doddridge was kindly receiv-

ed and entertained at the houfe of Mr. David
King, an Englim merchant, whofe mother was
one of the Doctor's congregation, and who had

now an opportunity he could never have expect*

cd, but which he gladly embraced, of repaying

R 2 "the
* Ortorij ubi fupra, p. 290—a§ 3.

*
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the many fervices that had been done for his re*

lations at Northampton. In this worthy fami-

ly our author found the raoft cordial friendfhip,

and every accommodation that could tend to al-

leviate his diforder. Here he happened to meet

with Dr. Watts's Treatife on the Happinefs of

feparate Spirits, which, being, a work entirely

coincident with his own fentiments, delighted

him in a peculiar manner. In reading this book,

Dr. Watts's Hymns, and efpecially the Scrip-

tures, he employed as much time as his ftrength

would admit. At Lifbon he found a family re-

lated to Mrs. Doddridge, as well as other kind

friends, who, either from a knowledge of his

character, or from having received voluntary let-

ters of recommendation, fhewed him all the ci-

vility in their power, and indeed feemed to ftrive

who mould mod excel in difplaying for him an

ailiduous and tender regard. From their com-
pany he derived pleafure, though it was attended

with the painful circumftance of his not being

able to converie with them as freely as he could

have wifhed to have done. The Rev. Mr. Wil-
liamibn in particular, then chaplain to the Bri-

tifh factory, frequently vifited him, with the

temper and behaviour of the gentleman, the

chriflian, and the divine.

About a week after Dr. Doddridge's arrival,

by the advice of his phyiician, Dr. Cantley, who
attended him without receiving the ufual fees,

he was removed into the country, a few miles

from Lifbon. This, however, was productive

of no advantage ; for the rainy leafon, which in

that climate uiually lets in about the latter end
of
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fef October, came on with fuch uncommon vio-

lence, as not only to preclude any affiftance from
air and exercife, but to add greatly to his com-
plaints. On the twenty-fourth of October he
was feized with a colliquative diarrhcea, which
foon exhaufted his little ftrength. Neverthe-

lefs, during the fucceeding night, which ieemed

the laft of rational life, he preferved the lame

calmnefs, vigour, and joy of mind, which he had

felt and expreffed through the whole of his ill—

nefs. The only pain he had in the thought of

dying, was the fear of that grief and diftrefs

which Mrs. Doddridge would fuffer from his

removal. To his children, his congregation,

and his friends in general, he .defired to be

remembered in the moft affectionate manner ;

nor did he forget the family where he lodged, or

his own fervant, in the effufions of his pious

benevolence. Many devout fentiments and af-

pirations were uttered by him 5 but Mrs. Dod-
dridge's heart was too much affected with his

approaching change, to be able to recollect them
diftinctly. On the following day he lay in a

gentle dofe, in which he continued till an hour

before his death. At the laft ftruggle he appear-

ed reftlefs, and fetched feveral deep iighs, foon

after which he obtained his releafe. This event

took place on Saturday the twenty-fixth of Octo-

ber, old flile, about three o'clock in the morning :

and though he died in a foreign land, and in a

certain {^nfe among itrangers, his deceafe was
embalmed with many tears. Not only the prin-

cipal gentlemen of the factory, but even their

J^rvants, manifefied a high ftmo of Dr. Dcd-
R 3 d ridge's
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dridge's worth, and of the greatnefs of the public

Jofs. A circumftance which afforded much Sa-

tisfaction to Mrs. Doddridge, and her Lilboa

friends, was, that the Doctor, in his laft fcenes,

was not molefted by the officious zeal of any of

the priefts of the church of Rome. Agreeably

to the defire which he had expreffed before his

death, his body was opened, when his lungs

were found in fo ulcerated a flate, that it appear-*

ed furprifing to the phyfician that his fpeaking and

breathing had not been far more difficult and pain-

ful to him than in fact they were, even to the laft,

Dr. Doddridge had frequently expreffed a

wifh of being buried at his meeting place at

Northampton, where his children and fo many
of his congregation and friends were deposited.

However, during his illnefs, he fpoke of this

as a matter quite indifferent to him ; and, to

avoid increaiing the diftrefs of his afflicted con-
fort, was defirous of being interred wherever he
mould die. It was found, upon enquiry, that

the removal of the body to England would oc-

cafion a very large expenfe, and therefore it was
judged mcft prudent to decline it. According-
ly, his remains were conveyed to the burying-

ground belonging to the Britifh factory at Lif-

bon, with as much decency and refpect as cir-

cumftances and the place would admit. The
greater part of the gentlemen of the factory at-

tended his funeral ; and Mr. Williamfon, on the

following Sunday, preached a fermon, in which
he gave him a high and honourable character,

founded on what he had heard from many, of

his worth, and on what he had himfeif feen, dur-
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jsng the opportunities he had had of converting

with him,*

Though Dr. Doddridge's congregation had

not the melancholy fatisfadticn of having him
interred at his own meeting-houfe, they erected

in it a handibme monument to his memory, and

made a generous prefent to his widow after her

return, The infcription, which was drawn up
by the Doctor's much efteemed and ingenious

friend, Gilbert Weft, Efq. was as follows ;

To the memory of

Philit Doddridge, D. D.
Twenty-one years Pallor of this church,

Director of a flourifhing Academy,
And Author of many excellent Writings ;

By which

J3is pious, benevolent, and indefatigable zeal

To make men wife, good, and happy,

Will far better be made known,
And perpetuated much longer,

Than by this obfeure and perifhable marble;
The humble monument, not of his praife,

But of theif efteem, affection, and regret,

Who knew him, loved him, and lament him;
And who are defirous of recording,

In this Infcription,

Their friendly but faithful tellimony

To the many amiable and Chriftian virtues,

That adorned his more private character;

By which, though dead, he yet fpeaketh,

And, (till prefent in remembrance,
Forcibly, though filently, admonifheth

His once beloved and ever-grateful flock.

He vvas born June 26, 1702,
And died Oct. 16, 1751,

Aged 50.

f

Th©

* Orton, ubi fupra, p. 293 — 2970

f Ibid. p. 298.
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The fituation of Mrs. Doddridge, during the

fad fcene through which (he palled, will juftly

be confidered as peculiarly melancholy and af-

fecting. She had accompanied her hufband to

a foreign land, and had been witnefs to the pain-

ful event of his death. Through the goodnefs

of God fhe was enabled to preferve fortitude and

ferenity in the midfl of her deep affliction. What
the ftate of her mind was, is finely reprefented

in a letter which fhe wrote to her children from
Lifbon, a few days after the Doctor's deceafe,

and which has lately been printed, for the firft

£ime, in the Gentleman's Magazine. It will be

found below.* ' In her voyage homeward, and

upon,.

t " L'Jbon, Nov. 11, N. S. 1751-

" MY DEAR CHILDREN,

" How (hall I addrefs you under this awful and melancholy Provi-

dence ! I would fain fay fomething to comfort you. And I hope God
will enable me to fay fomething that may alleviate your deep diftrefs. I

went out in a firm dependence that, if Infinite Wifdom was pleafed to call

me out to duties and trials as yet unknown, he would grant me thofe fu-

perior aids of ftrength that would fupport and keep me from fainting un-

der them
}
perfuadcd that there was no diitrefs or fonow, into which he

cou'
t
d lead me, under which his gracious and all-fufncient arm could not

fupport me. £Ie has not difappointed me, nor fufFered the heart and eyes

directed to him to fail. Ci God all-fufficient, and my only hope," is my
motto: let it be your6. Such, indeed, have I found him ; and fuch, I

verily believe, you will find him too in this time of deep diitrefs.

" Oh I my dear children, help me to praife him ! Such fupports, fuch

confolations, fuch comforts, has he granted to the meaneft of his crea*

tures, that rny mind, at times, is held in perfect altonilhment, and is rea-

dy to burft into fongs of prajte under its moll exquifite diitrefs.

" As to outward comforts, Goo has withheld ro good thing from me,
but has given me all the affiftance, and all the fupports, that thetenderelt

friendfhip was capable of affording me, and which I think my dear North-
ampton friends could not have exceeded. Their prayers are not loit. I

doubt not but 1 am reaping the benefit of them, and hoj e that you will do
the fame.

** I am returned to good Mr. King's. Be good to poor Mrs. King.
It is a debt of giatitude I owe lor the great obligations I am under to
that worthy family here. Such a folicitude of friendship was furely hardly
ever known as I meet with here. I have the offers of Iriendftip more than;

V
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upon her return to her family, me was flrength-

ened and iupported beyond what could have been

expected. By the circurriftance ojf Dr. Dod-
dridge's

I can employ j and it gives a real concern to many here that they cannot

find out a way to ferve me. Thefe are gieat honours conferred on the

dear deceafed, and great comforts to me. It is impoflihie to fay how
much thefe mercies are endeared to me, as coming in luch an immediate

manner from the Divine Hand. To his name be the praife and glory of
all !

" And now, my dear children, what mall I fay to you ? Ours is n»
common lols. I mourn the beft of hufbands and of friends, removed
from this world of fin and foriow to the legions of immortal blifs and
light. What a glory ! What a mercy is it that I am enabled with my
thoughts to purfue him there ! You have lolf the deareft and beft of par-

ents, the guide of your youth ! and whole pleafureit would have been to

have introduced you into life with great advantages.
" Our lols is great indeed ! But I really think the lofs the public has

fuflained is (till greater. But Goo can never want inltruments to carry

on his work. Yet, let us be thankful that God ever gave us luch a
friend; that he has continued him fo long with us. Peihaps, if we had
been to have judged, we mould have thought that we nor the world could

never lei's have fpared him than at the prelent time. But I fee the hand of

Heaven, the appointment of his wife Providence, in every ttep of this aw-
ful diipenfation. It is his hand that has put the bitter cup into ours.

And what does he now expect from us but a meek, humble, entire fub-

miflion to his will ? We know this is our duty. Let us pray for th >fe

aids of his Spirit, which can only enable us to attain it. A father of the

fatherlefs is God in his holy habitation. As fuch may your eyes be di-

rected to him ! He will fupport you. He will comfott you. And that

he may, is not only my daily, but hourly prayer.

M We have never delerved fo great a good as that we have loft. And
let us remember, that the belt refpect we csn pay to his memory is to en-
deavour, as tar as we can, to follow his example, to cultivate tholt amia-

ble qualities that rendered him lojultly dear to us, and fo greatly efteem-

ed by the world. Particularly I would recommend this to my dear P.
May I have the joy to fee him acling the part worthy the relation to fo

amiable and excellent a parent, whole memory, I hope, will ever be valu-

able and (acred to him and to us all ! Under God, may he be a comfort

to me, and a fupport to the family ! Much depends on him. His It Is I

think peculiarly great. But I know an all-fufficient God can overrule it

as the means of the greatcft good to him.
44 It is impofiible tor me to tell you how tenderly my heart feels for

you all ! how much I long to be with you to contott ar.d siT:ft you. In-

deed, you are the only inducements I now have left to wim tor life, that I

may do what little is in my power to form and guide your tender years

For this purpole I take all poifibie care of my health. 1 eat, (leep, snd

converle at times with a tolerable degree of cheerfulnefs. Yum, my dears,

as the belt return you can make me, will do the fame, that I may no:

have farrow upon farrow. The many kind friend3 you have around j on,
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dridge's dying abroad me loft a confiderable aru

nuity, which he had provided for her in cafe of

widowhood, and to which fhe would othsrwife

have been entitled. To this confequence of his

voyage, mould he die abroad, the Doctor was

totally a ftranger ; and it was happy for him
that he was never acquainted with it, fince it

mud; have lien with weight upon his fpirits.

The generofity of his friends was active to com-
penfate for the lofs which Mrs. Doddridge had

iufbined. A fubfcription was opened for her,

chiefly in London, and, in a great meafure,

under the direction of Mr, Neal, whole kind

offices to Dr. Doddridge's family were eminent

and invariable. In a fhort time a ftim was raifed,

which was more than equal to the forfeiture oi

the annuity. Belides this, Mrs. Doddridge re-

ceived feveral other handfome prefents, which
were fent her as fubferiptions to the Family Ex-
pofitor, from perfons of rank, both among the

clergy and laity of the efhblifhcd church. The
manner in which thefe benefactions were com-,

municated heightened their value. They were,

bellowed

I am fure. will rot be wanting J n giving you all the affifiarce and com-
fort tint is in their power. My kindeft falutatlons attend them all.

'* I hope to leave this place in about fourteen or twenty days. But
the fooneft I can reach Northampton will not be in lefs than fix weeks or
two months time. May God he with you, and give us, tho' a mourn-
ful, yet a comfortable meeting ! For your fakes I trnft my life will be
Jpared. And, I ble(s God, my mind is under no painful anxiety as to
the difficulties and dangers of the voyage.

" The winds and the waves are in his hands, to whom I refign myfelf,
and all that is deareft to me. I know I (hall have your prayers, and
thofe of my deareft friend* with you.
* Farewel, my deareft children ! lam your affiled, but mod fincere

friend, and ever affectionate mother,

" M. Doddridge." t

t Gentleman t Magazine, <yoL Ixi. p. SS4, S85,
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beftowed with fo much delicacy, and reflected

fuch high honour on Dr. Doddridge's memory,
that fhe retained a deep impremon of them to

the lateft hour of her life. Another inftance of

regard that was paid her, was, that the, diflenting

minifters in the neighbourhood of Northampton,
and the pupils who had begun to preach, fup-

plied the Doctor's congregation, during his ab-

fence, and for half a year after his deceafe, that

the falary might be continued to his family for

that time.*

Dr. Doddridge's funeral fermon was preached

by Mr. Orton, who was in every view the pro-

pereft perfon for that fervice. On what day it

was delivered does not appear from the copy

now lying before me. The text was, 1 Cor.

xv. 54, and the words, " Death is fwallowed up
in victory." In a fhort time the difcourfe was
publifhed, and had an extenfive circulation, un^
der the title of *' The Chriftian's Triumph over

Death." It has fince been annexed to the three

volumes of the Doctor's Sermons and religious

Tracts. Mr. Orton did not enter largely into

the character of his revered and beloved friend,

having probably then formed the defign of wri-

ting his life.

The mufes were not filent on Dr. Doddridge's

deceafe. A poem to his memory was publifhed

by a young gentleman, who, at the time of com-
pofmg it, was a pupil at his academy. The au-

thor was Mr. Henry More, who afterwards fet-

tled in Devonfhire, of which county he is a na-

tive, and who is now a diflentins: minifter at

Lefkard

* Orton, ubi fupra, p. 2g£ ; 300
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Lefkard in Cornwall. By his friends he is

known not only to be an ingenious poet, but a

found fcholar, efpecially in Biblical criticifm.

The following lines will afford an agreeable ip«-

cimen of the merit of the poem.

Her bays each fcience fcatters on thy bier ;

Each focial virtue drops the friendly tear.

Beneath a mould'ring temple's awful fhade,

Among the folemn nodding ruins laid,

Religion weeps ; her bofom l'welled with care

Heaves the fad iigh, half yielding to defpair :

But cheerful faith fuftains her drooping head,

And whifpers comfort to the fainting maid.

But ah ! what power of language can exprefs

The widow'd conforms woe ? What keen diftrefs

Tore all her heart-firings, when thy trembling fight

Snatch'd afond,farewel glance, and clos'd in night?

When the felt pulfe, that at her touch before

Beat with a fuller tide, now throbbed no more ?

In foreign lands, abandon'd, and alone,

She heard a darling hufband's parting groan :

No children there receiv'd his laft command,
Wept round the couch and kifs'd his dying hand

;

No fad domeftic bore the fable bier ;

No mournful pupil pour'd the tender tear;

No foothing friend to minifter relief,

And by dividing mitigate her grief

:

She folitary brooded o'er her care,

Her only refuge placed in heaven and prayer.

And when her native country to regain,

She meafur'd back the wide extended main,

As the fleet vefTel flew before the wind,

How many a melting look ihe turn'd behind !

How, till in undiftinguiflied vapour loft,

Caught each faint glance of the receding coaft,

Where now, for ever from her eyes remov'd,
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Lie .the bleft relics of the man Ihe lov'd !

That dear iad/ight (he never more muft view,

Her longing eyes have iook'd their laft adieu :

That dear fad fight fhe wifhes now in vain,

While ocean roll unnumber'd waves between.

Dr. Doddridge was not handfome in his per-

fon. In ftature he was fomev/hat above the mid-
dle lize, with a iloop in his moulders, and he
was very thin and flender. But when he was
engaged in converfation, or employed in the pul-

pit, there was a remarkable fprightlinefs and vi-

vacity in his countenance and manner, which
commanded a general attention.

-* Mrs. Dod-
dridge furvived her hufband nearly forty years,

all which time me exhibited an eminent pattern

of the Chriftian virtues. She departed this life

at Tewkefbury, in Glocefterfhire, where fne had
long refided. The Doctor left four children,

one fon, and three daughters. Philip, the fon,

was brought up to the law, and fettled as an at-

torney at Tewkelbury, where he died feveral

years ago. The eldeft daughter married Mr.
Humphreys, an attorney of the fame place. She
and her two lifters, who are fingle, are ftill liv-

ing.

It was a happy circurnftance, that, at the time
of Dr. Doddridge's illnefs and deceafe, he had
for his aiTiftant in the Academy Mr. Samuel
Clark, the fon of his friend Dr. Clark. In this

gentleman were united wifdom, knowledge, and
an uncommon equanimity and fteadinefs of tem-
per. Indeed, though very young, he was well
qualified to have been chofen to fucceed Dr,

Doddridge
• Ibid p. 301,
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Doddridge in the office of principal tutor : but

this his modefty would not have permitted ; and,

upon the whole, it was undoubtedly proper that

a man of more advanced life mould be appoint-

ed. The perfon elected by Mr. Coward's truf-

tees, and who had been recommended by Dr.

Doddridge in his will, was the Rev. Mr. (after-

wards Dr.) Caleb Afhworth, of Daventry, to

which place the academy was removed in the

autumn of 1752. Dr. Amworth difcharged the

duties of the truft with great fidelity and dili-

gence, and with an ability that increased as he

proceeded in his employment. Mr. Clark con-

tinued as his alTiflant for feveral years, and, in

fo doing, contributed, in no fmall degree, to the

isfefulnefs and fuccefs of the infKtution. Whilft

he was at Daventry he preached and published a

fermon on occafion of the earthquake at Lifbon.

He afterwards fettled at the Old Meeting at Bir-

mingham, where he was highly and juflly re-

fpected and efteemed, not only by his own con-

gregation, but by all who knew him. On Sun-

day the third of December, 1769, he was un-

happily killed, in the prime of his days, by a

fall from his horfe, as he was fetting out to

preach in the neighbourhood. The funeral dif-

courfe for him was delivered and printed by his

friend Dr. Afhwoirh, under the title of "-The,
" Regards a Chriftian Congregation owe to their

" deceafed Minifrers, repreiented and urged."

Of the writings of Dr. Doddridge, which
were publifhed in his life-time, we have already

taken notice. With regard to his grand work,

the Family Expofitor. three volumes were rtil!

• to
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to make their appearance. Happily he had fin-

ished the whole of the copy, in fhort hand, a.

few flight notes towards the conclufion ex-

cepted, and the larger part had been tran-

fcribed for the prefs. This was the cafe with

all the fourth volume, the preface to which
had been written by our author. In 1754
that volume was publifhed, containing St.

Paul's Epiftle to the Romans, and his firft

and fecond Epiftles to the Corinthians. " As
" far as I know myielf," fays the Doctor, " I

" have no favourite hypothefis to ferve, nor a

" fondnefs for any unfcriptural phrafes ; in

* which fo many have, on one fide, and the other,

" made the veiy being of orthodoxy to confift.
* c I have been difpofed to let fcripture carry me
" along with it, wherever it naturally leads, ra-

" ther than refolve it mould follow me. In-
" ftead of labouring to eftablifh any human fyf-
<( tern, which has always, I fear, a leaven

" of imperfection attending it -, I have endea-
" voured to keep controverfy as much out of
** fight as pofuble, and to reprefent what I veri-

** ly believe to be the Scripture doctrine, in as

** fimple a manner as I could, and diverted of
" thofe particular expreffions, which fome, who
" perhaps are not averfe to the main doctrine it-

" felf, are ready to rife up againft." One rule

of interpretation laid down by Dr. Doddridge.

was, when the text and context will bear two
meanings, to prefer that which gives the nobleft

and molt exteniive fenfe, and might make the

paflage in queftion moft univerfally ufeful. Plau-

iibJe, however, as this rule may appear, there is

danger,
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danger, unlefs it be exercifed with peculiarjudg-»

ment, of its being occafionally productive of er-

ror. In fact, the bufmefs of a commentator on

fcripture is to find out the fingle original figni-

fication of the language ufed by the facred wri-

ters, and not to indulge his imagination in giv-

ing a fcope to words beyond what was at f:rft

fpecincally intended.

In the beginning of the year 1755, Mr. Or-
ton published a Collection of Dr. Doddridge's

hymns. Few of the Doctor's works have been

more generally acceptable, the fixth edition of

them having appeared in 1788. Indeed, they

are, upon the whole, well calculated to anfwer

the purpofes of chriftian devotion ; and, being

all of them founded upon particular texts of

fcripture, cannot fail of being ufeful to minifters

who preach on the fame texts. With refpect to

poetical merit, if they cannot be placed in a high

rank, they have enough of it for the immediate

view which they were intended to anfwer. As
the author had not [o good an ear as Dr. Watts,

his numbers are not equally flowing and harmo-
nious. It may be mentioned to his praife, that

he has not indulged to the extravagancies which
Dr. Watts has fallen into, efpecially in the firfl

book of his hymns. I obferve with pleafure,

that Dr. Doddridge has not taken a fingle fub-

jedt from the Canticles.

The two remaining volumes of the Family
Expofitor, being the fifth and fixth, were pub-
limed by Mr. Orton in 1756. From the edi-

tor's advertifement it appears, that Dr. Dod-
dridge had himfelf tranferibed for the prefs the

paraphrafe,
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paraphrafe, improvements, and notes, of the

fourth and fifth volumes, and the paraphraic

and improvements of the Epiftle to the He-
brews, and the two firft Epiftles of St. John,
The notes on thefe three Epiftles, together with

the paraphrafe, improvements, and notes, on the

remaining Epiftles and the " Revelation," were

carefully tranfcribed either by Mr. Orton him-
felf, or by forrie of the Doctor's pupils, and the

tranfcript was compared feveral times with the

lhort-hand copy. An accident which, during

the author's life, happened to part of the original,

manufcript, deferves to be recorded. In June,

1750, a fire broke out in his ftudy, occafioned

by a wax candle's being left on his writing defk,

and confumed many of his papers, and, in parti-

cular, part of one volume of the fhort-hand copy

of the Family Expolitor. The light of the fire

being, however, providentially difcovered by an

oppofite neighbour, who gave an immediate a-

larm, it was fpeedily extinguished. When the

Doctor was informed of the accident, he feemed

moll anxious about the prefervation of this ma-
nufcript j and when the flames were quenched,

it appeared, to his great joy and furpfife, that

only that part of the volume wKich had been

tranfcribed was deitroyed ; that the tranfcript

lay in another place out of danger j and that all

the untranfcribed pages were perfectly legible,

the edges of them only being tinged. " Being
**• an eye-witnefs," fays Mr. Orton, " of the
" danger and deliverance, I record this account
" of it,—chiefly as it feems to denote a particu-

" lar cars of Providence in preferving this work,.

S " and
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*' and a favourable omen that God intends \t

" for extenfive and Jailing ufefulnefs." Thofs
who may not carry their reflections fo far as Mr.
Orton has done, will fympathize with Dr. Dod-
dridge in the pleafure which he received in hav-

ing his manufcript preferved.

Of all our' author's writings, the Family Ex-
poiitor is the moft important and valuable. It

is the work in which he took the greater!: pains,

and on which his literary reputation principally

depends. Many of his notes difplay a fagacious

and judicious fpirit of criticifm, and the practi-

cal reflections are of general utility. How well

the work has been received by the learned and

pious world, is apparent from the continued de-

mand for it down to the prefent time ; nor is its

popularity likely to decreafe. It is the feventh

edition which is now called for by the public -

not to mention the feparate impreflions of it that

have appeared in Scotland and Ireland. In paff-

ing a juft encomium on the Family Expositor,

it will not be underftood that there is any defign

of afTerting that it is a performance which is to-

tally exempt from imperfections and errors.

Such is not the character of the belt human
productions. Diversities of fentiment will oc-

cur with regard to Dr. Doddridge's interpreta-

tions of particular pavTages, and his criticifms

upon them. Perhaps likeWife, in fome instan-

ces, his paraphrafes may be deemed rather too

redundant, But no observations of this kind
are inconhrcent with allowing to the work the

praife of its contributing, in a high degree, to

cfettman iriftfttttlan and improvement. The
proper
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proper inference to be drawn from any miftakes

into which the moft fuccefsful illucidations of

the fcriptures have fallen, is, not to depreciate

their general merit, but to avoid placing an un-
cue confidence on their authority. While we
thankfully derive from them the alii(lance they

are capable of affording us in our enquiries into

the meaning of the facred oracles, we mould
freely examine, and impartially judge for our~
felves.

Dr. Doddridge thought it would contribute

to the ufefulnefs of his expoiition, to digefh the

hiftory of the four Evangelifts into one continu-

ed feries, or, in other words, to throw it into

the order of an harmony. If fuch an harmony
could be effectually and decifively afcertained>

each ffory and difcourfe would he exhibited with

all its concurrent circumibmces, as recorded by
the facred penmen -, frequent repetitions would
be prevented -

? and a multitude of feeming oppo-

sitions be fo evidently reconciled as to fuperfede

many objections. Thefe undoubtedly are de-

firable objects, and the attainment of them is

worthy of being fought for. We are indebted

to the exertions of thofe gentlemen who have

laboured in this field of theological literature.

Where they have not diffidently fucceeded in

the main point, they have, by their refearches,

been enabled to throw a new and beautiful light

on many paffages of the evangelical hiflorians.

That there is no fmall difficulty in the general

fubject, is rnanifef: from the various fyftems that

have been formed upon it by the ableft feholars,

and the moft judicious critics.

S 2 One
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Orie part of Dr. Doddridge's Family Exposi-

tor, which muft have coft him uncommon pains,

was his having every where interwoven the text

with the paraphrafe, and carefully diftinguiihed

the former from the latter by the italic charac-

ter. By this method it is impolhble to read the

paraphrafe without the text ; and every one may
immediately fee, not only the particular claufe

to which any explication anfwers, but alio what

are the words of the original, and what merely

the fenfe of the commentator. Nor was our

author content with barely inferting the old

tranflation, but gave an entire new veriion of the

whole Teftarnent, the merit and ufefulnefs of

which will in many refpects be acknowledged.

This tranflation was extracted from the para-

phrafe, and publifhed iri 1765, in two volumes,

i2mo. with fome alterations and improvements

by the editor, together with an introduction, and

a number of very (liort notes.

The laft work of Dr. Doddridge which was

given to the public, was his " Courfe of Lec-
" tures on the principal Subjects of Pneumatol-
" ogy, Ethics, and Divinity ; with References to

*' the moil coniiderable Authors on each Sub-
" ject." Of the nature and value of thefe lec-

tures, which appeared in 1763, iri one volume,

quarto, I have already fpoken. As another edi-

tion may probably foon be demanded, it may not

be amifs to fuggeft, that it would be extremely

uieful to enlarge the lift of references, by intro-

ducing the names and productions of thofe wri-

ters who have treated upon the feveral matters in

frueftidri iince the Doctor's deceafe. To a per-

form
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fon converfant in the hiftory of controverfies this

would be no very difficult tafk ; and it might,

in particular, eafily be executed by any gentle-

man who, as a tutor, has made ufe of the lec-

tures as a text-book, and who confequently has

been in the habit of referring to fucceeding au-

thors.

If Providence had continued Dr. Doddridge's

life, he would undoubtedly have endeavoured to

extend his ufefulnefs by many other publica-

tions. He intended to print a fermon to chil-

dren, and fome facramental meditations. A
considerable progrefs had been made by him in

a " Diflertation on the Jewifh Prolelytes," the

defign of which was to defend that opinion con-

cerning them, which he mentions in fome of

his notes upon the Ads of the Apoflles. An-
other work, which he had nearly completed, and

in which he difplayed his critical knowledge of

the Hebrew language, was a new Tranflation of

the minor Prophets. Neither the DifTertation

on the Jewifh Profelytes, nor the Tranflation

of the minor Prophets, were thought to be

left in a fufficient ftate of perfection to be

given to the world.* The lofs with regard to

the laft of thefe objects is the lefs to be regret-

ed, as the bufinefs hath iince been executed with
io much judgment and learning by the excellent

Bifhop Newcome.
Upon Dr. Doddridge's works in general it

would be eafy to produce a variety of encomi-
ums. The applaufes he received were nume-
rous ; and what added to their value was, that

they came from men by whom it was an honour
S 3 to

9 Orton, nbi fupra, p. 107, 11*
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to be applauded. Nor was it by the learned

among the diflenters only that his abilities and

writings were held in high eftimation, but by
many illuftrious ornaments of the church of Eng-
land. This is abundantly apparent from the

collection of letters lately publifhed. There
will be found, together with the praifes of a

Barker, a Miles, a Neal, a Leland, and a Lard-

ner, thofe of a Coftard, a Warburton, an Oli-

ver, a Newton, a Seeker, an Ayfcough, a Grey,

a Hunt, a Gilbert Weft, a Maddox, a Sherlock,

a Hildefley, a Duchefs of Somerfet, and a Lord
Lyttelton. " I have read," fays Bifhop Seeker,
* c your woks with great fatisfaction, and, I hope,
iS fome benefit ; and both rejoice and wonder that,

" in the mid ft of your other occupations, you
<( continue able, as I pray God you long may,
*' to oblige your fellow chriftians fo often and
*' fo highly from the prefs. Indeed it muft and
" ought to be owned in general, that the dif-

*' fenters have done excellently of late years in
* c the fervice of chriftianity ; and I hope our
ic common welfare will make us chiefly atten-
ic

tive to our common intereft, and unite us in
** a clofer alliance." By the way, the Bimop,
in the fame letter, has gently and properly re-

buked Dr. Doddridge for the extravagantly com-
plimental ftfairi of his epiftles. " I return you
" many thanks for- your favourable opinion both
** of my fermon and its author, though expref-
41 fed in a manner which you would have for-
** born, if you had known me better, Plain
' ' men mould be treated in a plain way : and
; nobody mould have things faid to him which

Ci he
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• e he doth not deferve ; and ought not to hear
'* if he did- Let us all endeavour to do what
" good we can ; and give thofe who feem to en-
" deavour it faithfully, the comfort of knowing
Ci we think they do -

y but never tempt one an-
" other to forget we are unprofitable fervants."*

The reception which Dr. Doddridge's writ-

ings met with abroad deferves to be fpecifically

noticed. It appears that the moil confiderable

of them have been tranflated into foreign lan-

guages. His Sermons on Regeneration, Salva-

tion by Grace, on the Power and Grace of Chrift,

and his Letter on Family Prayer, have been pub-
lished in the Dutch tongue. The Memoirs of

Colonel Gardiner have appeared in the Dutch,
French, and German languages; and the Rife and

Progrefs of Religion in the fame languages, to

which may be added the Danifh. It is obferv-

able, that the tranflation of the laft. work into

French was undertaken by the particular en-

couragement of the late Prince and Princefs of

Orange, and a number of the gentry in Holland,

A Proteflant Prince of the empire promifed to

recommend it to thofe about him ; and it was

fubfcribed for by many perfons of quality mvd

rich citizens in Germany and Switzerland. Some
learned men undertook to tranflate the former

volumes of the Family Expofitor into German ;

but the publication of it was oppofed by feveral

of the Lutheran clergy, from an apprehenfjon

that Dr. Doddridge's interpretation of particular

paflages, and his reflections upon them, might

not agree with their eftablilhed principles, or

S 4 fori"!

* Letters, ut»i fnpra, p. 2; 8,
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form of church government. To remove their

terrors, the perfons concerned in the translation

firft publimed the Sermons on Regeneration in

that language ; the candour and moderation of
which had fuch an effect in quieting the oppofi-

tion, that the other work was completed.*

Such was the eftirnation in which Dr. Dod-
dridge's writings have been held, and continue

to be held, both at home and abroad. It does

not, however, hence follow, that his moft fin-

cere admirers will think themfelves obliged to

concur with him in every fentiment and every

exprefTion. Many judicious perfons have wish-
ed that his devotional treatifes had been more
accommodated to univerfal ufe, by a lefs Calvin-

jftical.turn of opinion and language. " I reck-
ft on it one unhappinefs," fays Mr. Jones of
Wclwyn, (t of this excellent man (my much
" refpected friend) that, having early imbibed
" the notions of fome particular fyftems, he
" could not diflodge them out of his mind in his

" age of riper judgment. This hath been ob-
" ferved by others." Mr. Jones adds, that the

Doctor's parts were uncommon, his learning

great, his moderation equally fo, and his life and
conduct truly christian. -(- Upon the whole,
whatever diverfity of judgment may be formed
on different points, the grand end which Dr.
Doddridge had in view, and the generally ufeful

tendency of his works, cannot be denied. In
every thing which he wrote, his aim was to pro-
mote the great purpofes of pradical religion.

The
* Orton, ubi fupra, p. 123— 124.

f Gentleman's Magazine, vol. liii, p 103,



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 281

The narrative -which has now been given of

Dr. Doddridge's life, has difplayed the princi-

pal circumftances that illuftrate his temper and

conduct. Neverthelefs, I cannot difmifs the

fubject without entering into a general view of

his character. This I am induced to do, partly

as it will afford me an opportunity of mention-

ing fome things not hitherto noiiced, and partly

becaufe I have the felicity, in the prefent cafe,

of writing from an intimate perfonal knowledge ;

which is a fatisfaction that has not frequently

occurred in the numerous lives I have had oc-

cafion to lay before the public. The view

which I fhall take of our author will be of his

intellectual, and of his religious and moral qual-

ities.

I do not know that genius can be afcribed to

Dr. Doddridge, taking that word in its higheft

fignification, as employing either a great inven-

tive faculty in fcience, or that boldnefs of ima-

gination which is productive of original imagery

and combinations. In a lower and more popu-

lar fenfe of the term, he might be faid to have

been a man of genius ; for he had a quick con-

ception and a lively fancy. He had a compre-

henfion of mind that enabled him to proceed

with celerity and vigour in the acquifition of

knowledge ; and that activity of his mental

frame, which put it into his power to learn

much in a little time, was happily accompanied

with an invincible reiblutioa and perfeverance

in the profecution of his rtudies. In conle-

quence of his.uncommon application, he might
even with moderate abilities have laid up a large-

ftock
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flock of various learning ; and therefore it is not

furprifing that this mould be the cafe with him,

when it is conlidered that he was endued with a

quick nefs of apprehenfion, and a remarkable

itrength of memory. So exteniive was his ac-

quaintance with books, that there were few on

the general fubjedts of literature which he had

not perufed with attention ; and he could retain

and eafily recollect what in them was mod wor-

thy to be remembered. Of ancient knowledge

lie had a coniiderable ftore. With regard to the

learned languages, if he could not be called a

profound linguift, he was fufriciently verfed in

them to read the moil valuable pieces of antiqui-

ty with tafte and pleafure. This is apparent

from his paraphrafe and notes on the New Tefta-

ment, in which he has frequently illustrated the

force and beauty of the originals with great judg-

ment, and in the true fpirit of criticifm.*

Dr. Doddridge was well acquainted with the

Greek philofophers and orators, among the laft

of whom he was particularly devoted to De-
mofthenes. To the poets of Greece he was far

from being a ftranger ; but he was not, I think,

deeply converfant with its tragedians. I remem-
ber, while I redded with him, his having read

Pindar with much admiration. With the Latin

daffies he was largely acquainted. As became
a divine and a theological tutor, he diligently

fhidied the ancient fathers, efpecially of the three

firft centuries. He paid particular regard to the

apologifts for chriftiaaity, and was a great matter

of Origen and Eufebius. Beyond the fourth

century
* Orton, ubi fujfra, p. icc-isr
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century his knowledge of this fpecies of litera-

ture did not, I believe, widely extend, though it

did not wholly flop there. With ecclefiaftical

hiflory he had a large acquaintance, and civil

hiftory engaged no fmall degree of his attention.

To this he applied not only to enrich his memo-
ry with fads, but to make fuch reflections upon
them, as tended either to promote his infight

into human nature, to exemplify the interpofi-

tions of Providence, or to explain and illuftrate

the facred writings.

Though Dr. Doddridge's difpofition rather led

him to cultivate the more polite than the ab-

ftrufer parts of fcience, he was far from being a

ilranger to mathematical and philofophical ftu-

dies. The fyftem of Algebra which he read to

his pupils was of his own composition. But the

favourite object of his application, and that in

which his principal excellency lay, was divinity,

taking that word in its largeft fenfe. Whatever
could tend to Strengthen the proofs of natural or

revealed religion, to afliit our conceptions of the

divine Nature, or enable us more perfectly to un-
derhand the doctrines and difcoveries of fcripture,

he thought deferving of the molt attentive re-

gard. To the evidences of the Jewifh and chrii-

tian revelation he had paid uncommon attention,

and how complete a maiter he was of the fubjedt

is apparent from his lectures. Perhaps there

were few men who had more carefully ftudied

the different fyitems of theology, or who could

point out their feveral defects with greater accu-

racy and judgment. While he was not one of

thofe who affect to treat with contempt the la-

bours
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hours of the wife and the learned who have gone

before them, but was always ready to receive

whatever light they could afford him, neverthe-

lefs, without a flavifh regard to human fchemes,

he took the facred oracles for his guide, and al-

ways referred to them for the proofs of the doc-

trinal fentiments which he maintained. Upon
the whole, I entirely agree with Mr. Orton,'

that, though others might exceed him in their

acquaintance with antiquity, or their (kill in the

languages, he was furpaffed by few in the extent

of his learning, and in the variety of ufefui and

important knowledge of which he was pofTefled.*

With thefe flores of information, it was a

great advantage to Dr. Doddridge that he had

an uncommon facility of fpeaking and of writ-

ing. He ufed to defcant, in his leclures, on

the fubjecls treated of, with furpriiing perfpi-

cuity and freedom ; and the fame perfpicuity

and freedom attended him when he took the

pen in hand. This was owing to the orderly

difpofition in which things lay in his mind.

As his own ideas on the points he had ftudied,

were clear and diftincl, fo his method of ar-

ranging his thoughts was uncommonly juft and

natural. There are, perhaps, few difcourfes in

our language which excel thofe which were

ufually delivered by our author, either in the ac-

curacy of the divifions, or the adaptation of the

fentiments to the fubjecl: di feu fled. According
to the faiiiion that now prevails, he may pofTibly

be thought to have fometimes laid down and

recapitulated his fcheme in too formal a manner.

But.
* Ibid, p 107— i io,
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"But if he rather exceeded in this refpect, his er-

ror had the advantage of affifting the memory,

and contributing to the inftruction of his hearers

and readers.

Though Dr. Doddridge's invincible perfever-

ance in ftudy has already been mentioned, I

am defirous of enlarging a little farther upon it.

Literary diligence is a matter which I have al-

ways earnestly wilhed to prefs on every young
man of liberal education with whom I have had

acquaintance. When accompanied with original

genius, it is the parent of all that is great and

val uabje in fcience ; and where there is not much
cf original genius, provided there be a tolerable

capacity, it is endued with the power of pro-

ducing valuable attainments, and of rendering

eminent fervices to the learned world. Of this

diligence Dr. Doddridge was a ftrikins: examole.

The fmalleit portions of time were precious to

him ; and he was eager to feize every moment,
even while he was waiting for dinner, company, or

his pupils affembling together, that he might
make fome advance in any work in which he

was engaged. So folicitous was he for continu-

al improvement, that one of his {Indents gene-

rally read to him when he was {having and dref-

iing. This was a benefit to the pupils, as he
took occaiion to inftruct them, by remarking on

their manner of reading, and pointing out the

excellencies and defects, either in fentiment or

language, of the book before them. When he
was upon a journey, or on occaiional viiits to his

friends, where he fpent the night, he took his

pajers with him, and employed at leaft part of

the
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the morning in carrying on fome one or other of

his important defigns. From the time that he

began to write his Family Expofitor, fomething

was done every day in it towards preparing it for

the prefs. To all this it may be added, that his

employments as an author and a tutor, never ob-

flrudted his moft abundant labours as a minifter

and a paftor.

But what places Dr. Doddridge's diligence in

a ftill more confpieuous point of view, is the ex-

tent of his correfpondence. This alone would
have been almoft fufficient to have employed the

whole time of an ordinary perfon. Beiides his

correfpondence with the parents and guardians

of his pupils, he had a number of letters to write,

in anfwer to queftions of moment which were
propofed to him by his brethren, and efpecially

by thofe who had ftudied under him. Thefe laft

naturally applied to him for advice and direction,

under the various difficulties which occurred to

them in their refpedtive fituations. Many were

the congregations that had recourfe to him for

minifters, or upon other accounts. His judg-

ment, likewife, was frequently defired by learned

men, concerning critical queftions, or works
which they were preparing for the prefs ; and
his own publications gave occafion for enquiries

of this nature. Several foreign gentlemen and
divines, who had heard of his character, and pe-

rufed his writings, fought his epiftolary acquaint-

ance -

y and to correfpond with them in Latin or

French, was an object that demanded particular

attention. It is, indeed, furpriiing to find how
many hundred letters were received and anfwer-

sd by him in the fpace of a fingle year.* A
* Orton, ubi fopra, p« 14.3, X44.
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A very honourable part of Dr. Doddridge's

correfpondence was that which he maintained

with fome of the brighteft ornaments, both

among the clergy and laity of the eftablifhed

church. This is apparent from the Collection

of Letters lately published. We there fee how
much he was eileemed, and how highly he was
thought of, by the firft religious and literary

characters of the age. In the collection referred

to, the letters of Warburton make a diftinguifh-

ed figure, and mew that great man in a new and

very amiable light. They difplay not only his

learning, but the piety, benevolence, and good-

nefs of his mind. The feverity, or rather the

arrogance, with which he treated his literary an-
tagonists mull: undoubtedly have afforded too

jufl caufe for leaving an unfavourable imprefiion

of him in the eftimation of the world. But in

private life he appears in a far more agreeable

point of view. The only time I had ever the

honour of being in his company, which was an
hour and a half in his own Rudy, I found him
remarkably condefcending in his manner, and

admirably inilruclive and entertaining in his con-

veriation.

Dr. Doddridge's correfpondence was, I think,

in fome inftances carried to an extent that might
have been ipared ; and it is ncv; certain that his

friend Mr. Neal was fo far of the fame opinion,

as to give him a gentle rebuke upon the fubject.*

There were people, whofe good intentions were

Kjperior to their wifdom, and who had very lit—

tie valuable to communicate, that were proud of

'/.Tiling
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writing letters to him, and of receiving his an-

fvvers ; and fuch was the eahnefs of his difpoii-

tion, that he was more profufe in his returns to

their kind affections, than convenience or even a

regard to his health would admit. Sometimes

he lightened his burden, by making ufe of the

pen of his pupils, to whom he dictated his letters,

while he himfelf went on with his Family Ex-
pofitor, or any other work in which he was em-
ployed. I was not unfrequently either his aman-
uenfis on thefe occafions, or read to him while

he anfwered his correfpondents.

I am next to take a iurvey of Dr. Doddridge
in his religious and moral character. And here

the prime and leading feature of his foul was
that of devotion. This was the pervading prin-

ciple of his actions, whether private or public.

What Dr. Johnfon has obferved with regard to

Dr. Watts, that as piety predominated in his

mind, it was difFufed over his works ; and that

whatever he took in hand was, by his incelTant

foficitude for fouls, converted to theology,* may
with equal propriety be applied to Dr. Doddridge.

The greateit pains were taken by him to keep
up an habitual fenfe of the Supreme Being • to

maintain and increafe the ardour of religion in

his heart ; and to furnifh himfelf, by devout ex-

ercifes, for the important labours of his llation.

Nor was it to his fee ret retirements that his pie-

ty was limited : it was manifested in every part

of the day, and appeared in his ufual intercourfe

occur to the bufieft of mankind, he was fre-

* JoJin.^n's Lives of ihe Poets, vol. iv. p. *8o.

qucutlv



Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge. 289

quently lifting up his foul to God. When he
le&ured on philofophy, hiftory, anatomy, or

other fubjeds not immediately theological, he

would endeavour to graft fome religious instruc-

tions upon them, that he might raife the minds
of his pupils to devotion, as well as to know-
ledge ; and in his vifits to his people the chrif-

tian friend and rninifter were united.*

Dr. Doddridge entertained a high idea of the

efficacy of prayer.
"f*

It is a point upon which I

would fpeak with great humility and deference ;

but I cannot avoid thinking that, in this refpecl*

he carried his fentiments fomewhat farther than

reafon and truth will warrant. Of the import-

ance of prayer, as a natural and ju ft tribute to

the Deity, as an admirable method of cherifhing

the virtues of the religious life, and as connect-

ed with the divine approbation and favour, no

one, I truft,,can be more truly fenfible than my-
felf. My views of the matter have lately been

fo fully difplayed, that they cannot be liable to

any mifconftruclion.J But ftill I am obliged to

obferve, that Dr. Doddridge did not, in my ap-

prehenfion, fufficiently limit his notions of the

efficacy of prayer. Fie appeared to afcribe to it

fuch an immediate influence upon the Supreme

mind, and to expect from it fuch interpoiitions,

as are fcarcely confident with the regular order

of Providence, and the dated courfe of events in

the world. If, however, he erred upon this

head, he has erred with many wife and good

T men

• Orton, tibi flipra, p. 260, 263. f U-ic!. p. 241,

X Sermon-, en ps aft iol SuhHls, Sermpfl tbe Sevemh,
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men who have gone before him, and by whom
he has been fucceeded. Perhaps Dr. Price and

Dr. Ogden may be added to the number.

The piety of Dr. Doddridge was accompanied

with the warmed benevolence to his fellow crea-

tures. No one could more ftrongly feel that

the love of God was to be united with love to

man. Nor was this a principle that refled in

kind wimes and pathetic feelings for the happi-

neis of others, but was manifefted in the moft

active exertions for their welfare. No fcheme
of doing good was ever propofed to him into

which he did not enter with ardour. This was

apparent from many circumilances that might
copiouily be enlarged upon, did it comport with

my preient purpofe. His Sermon for the bene-

fit of the County Hofpital at Northampton has

been fpoken of before ; and it may here be add-

ed, that he not only contributed generouily to

that hofpital, but fpent much time in ripening

the defign. He often reflected, with great fa-

tisfaction, on the pains he had taken to eflablim

this charity, and on the good effects which it

had produced, both in relieving many objects of

diflrefs, and in promoting a focial and catholic

fpirit among perfons of different parties and per-

fuaiions. It was at his own expenfe that he
printed and diftributed his " Friendly Letter to

the Private Soldiers of a Regiment of Foot."

During the rebellion of 1745, *1C was remarka-
bly zealous in the cauie of his king and his

country, and contributed to the railing of a regi-

ment under the command of the earl of Halifax,

by his own liberality, as well as by his influence

over
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over others. In the cafe of a poor Irishman,

whom he thought to be unjuftly condemned for

murder, he exerted himfelf in a very extraordina-

ry manner, though without fuccefs. But the

generofity of his mind was the moil difplayed

when any fchemes for propagating religion, and
for fpreading the gofpel among thofe who were

Grangers to it, were propofed. In every thing

of this kind he was always ready to take the

lead, and was ardent in endeavouring to infpire

his friends with the fame fpirit.*

No one could be more amiable than Dr. Dod-
dridge was in his private virtues and manners.

It would be needlefs to enlarge on the tendernefs

of his affections as a hufband, a father, and a re-

lation : nor is it neceffary to inilit upon his con-
duct to his pupils. If he occalionally diftin-

guifhed any one of them by his particular fa-

vour, this did not hinder his behaving to all of
them with the kindnefs of a parent 5 and his

regard to them was never abated, excepting from
their own fault. In the character of a friend he
{hone with diftinguimed luftre. Of friendship

he entertained a fublime idea, and his heart was
admirably fitted for difcharging all the offices,

and reliming all the delights, of this endearing

connection. It was the happy lot of his life to

be honoured with many valuable and faithful

friends ; and how fenfible he was of his felicity

in this refpect was difplayed in every return of

gratitude, efteem, and affection ,-f His deport-

ment in company was ftrikingly polite, affable,

and agreeable -, and in converfation he greatly ex-

T 2 celled ;

* Orton, ubi fupra, p. 178—181, f Ibid. p. 132,



2gz Memoirs of Dr. Doddridge.

celled -, his difcourfe being at once inftructive

and entertaining, and not unfrequently riling to

the fplendid.

The candour of Dr. Doddridge's mind rela-

tive to his ientiments of other perfons merit,

was carried to the higheft pitch, and indeed

was fometimes fo exceflive as to lead him to

form a far better opinion of feveral of his ac-

quaintance than in fad: they deferved. This

fault was gently and pleafantly touched upon by

Mr. Barker, in one of his letters. " But are

" you aware," fays he, " what a creature you
" are ? I love you beyond expreffion, and admire
" your abilities, furniture, fpirits, &c. more than
" you imagine ; and not a man in the world re-

" joices more in your ufefulnefs than I do ; and
" yet I often make myfelf merry with your cha-
" racier and conducl. You are fo entirely de-
" voted to God, to truth, and holinefs, that it

" is very eafy to impofe upon you under the ap-
" pearance of any of thefe. And you are fo per-
" fecily made up of civility, candour, and good
" nature, that a pious enthuiiafr, or a godly
" dunce, is welcome to your table, arms, and
" heart. You are fo good yourfelf, that you
" think every body ten times better than they
*' are ; fee merit in the darknefs of midnight ;

" cannot fee faults without a noon-day fun ;

" forgive injuries before they are confefTed ; and
" confer favours as a reward for affronts."*

With fuch a difpofition of mind, it is not fur-

prifing that Dr. Doddridge ihould frequently

be unable to refift the arts of deception : and

yet

* Letter?, ubf fupra, p. ijp.
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yet this did not proceed from a general ignorance of

the world. He was well acquainted with men
and with manners, and could often enter into,

and difcriminate, with no fmall degree of pene-

tration, the characters of mankind. But, at the

fame time, fo ardent were the feelings of his pi-

€ty, and fuch was the fuavity of his temper, that

he could not eafily perfuade himfelf that any

perfons were infincere, who made a profeflion of

religion and goodnefs. There is a confiderable

difference between a fpeculative and a practical

knowledge of the world. A man may poffefs

much of the former, and yet, from a certain

flexibility and tendernefs of mind, have little of

the latter. In particular inftances, he may have

fagacity enough to fufpect deceit, while he re~

fufes to indulge the fufpicion, left it mould lead

him to err in his judgment, and be a motive for

obftruc"ting the exertions of his benevolence.

Such was the cafe with Dr. Doddridge, and

fuch, alfo, was the cafe with George Lord Lyt-

telton. They would both of them rather have

chofen to be miftaken, than to have loft an op-

portunity of contributing to the relief of real

diftrefs.

In his fentiments of thofe who differed from

him in religious opinions, Dr. Doddridge exer-

cifed great moderation. He never confined truth

or goodnefs to one particular feci ; and he be-

haved with the utmoft candour to the members
of the church of England. Of the efbblifhed

religion of his country he always fpoke with

refpecT; ; and he never made anv petulant objec-

tions to its worfhip or difcipline, or utterei|

X >
again ft
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againfl it any fevere or unkind reflections. His

correfpondence with various clergymen of the

higheft rank and merit has heretofore been no-

ticed. It was deeply lamented by him, that a

reparation from the eftablimment was, in his

apprehenfion, and that of many other good men,
rendered fo necefiary ; and he iincerely wifhed

and prayed for a greater union among Proteflants.

A like candid and friendly fpirit he endeavoured

to promote among his pupils ; and he did it

with fuccefs ; for few of them, I believe, can be

mentioned, who have not, in this refpect, fol-

lowed the inflruclions and imitated the ex-

ample of their tutor.* With all Dr. Dod-
dridge's moderation of temper, he did not in

every cafe meet with a fuitable return. Some
time after he had fet up his academy at North-
ampton, a profecution was commenced againfl

him in the ecclefiailical court, by the infligation

of feveral dignitaries of the church. The ftep,

however, was totally difapproved of by many
other eminent members of the eitablimment.

Neverthelefs, the perfons who had engaged in

the bufinefs feemed determined to carry it on
with vigour ; and, as the laws then flood, they

muft have fucceeded in their defign, had not an
application been made to King George the Se-

cond, who received, from fome gentlemen of
rank and influence, fuch a jufl reprefentation of
the Doctor's loyal, peaceable, and moderate prin-

ciples and character, as induced his Majefty to.

give an exprefs order for putting a flop to the

profecution. -j*

That
Orion, u'ni fupra, p. i

.- 3— ifio.

u 203.
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That candour of mind which Dr. Doddridge

exercifed towards the members of the eftabliih-

ed church, was cultivated by him with regard

to his diflenting brethren, of different denomi-

nations. He was folicitous to be upon friendly

terms, as far as pofiible, with all of them ; and

by the generality of them he was held in high

eftimation. If this was not the cafe without

exception, it will not appear furpriiing to thofe

who reflect upon the diverfities of fentiment

that are found anions the diflenters. There

were a few among them who even went fo far

as to charge him with infincerity. The ac-

cufation they brought again ft him was, that he

ufed fome particular phrafes, in his writings, in

a fenfe different from that in which he himfelf

underftood them, in order to pleafe a party. A
friend having acquainted him with this charge,

he anfwered as follows :
" My confcience doth

" not tell me that I am at all to blame on the

" head you mention. I write for the public (as

*' I would alfo do in every private correfpond-

" ence) as in the prefence of God, and m the

" views of his judgment. I would not pur-
" chafe that phantom, popularity, which is oft-

" en owing to the very worft part of a man's
" character or performances, by any complian-
?' ces beneath the dignity of a chriftian minifter ;

*f an office, of which I think fo highly, as to be
" deeply fenfible how unworthy I am to bear it.

" On the. other hand, I do indeed -defire to- give

" as little offence as I honeilly can ; and I have
" high authorities for it : and though I am, and
" always declare that I am, in my judgment, great

-

T1

A t< I •14. J :-'
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" ly againft the impofition of human phrafes, yet,

" as fonae can hardly be avoided on the one hand or
" the other, I choofe to adopt and ufelbme that are

" ambiguous, in what I take to be a fair fenfe,

" though not the only fenfe they might bear ;

" and by declaring it, to endeavour to fix a good
" idea to them, rather than abfolutely to declare
f ' againft, or even totally to difufe them. Oth-
" ers, wider by far in their fentiments than I,

•' are indulged in this, and even applauded for it -:

" I have the misfortune (I cannot ufe the word
V more properly) to be condemned."* Whilft

I have a full conviction of Dr. Doddridge's fin-

cerity in this matter, I cannot agree with him
in opinion. OfFeniive expreffions may juftly be

avoided ; but furely, ambiguous ones fliould ne-

ver defignedly be adopted. The language we
ufe, in delivering our views of things, ought to

be natural, clear, and capable only of one fignifi-

cation.

The charge I have mentioned againft Dr.
Doddridge with regard to his writings, has

been extended to his preaching. By fome of

his enemies it was afferted, that he was a trim-

mer in the pulpit. The fact, I am fatisfied,

was precifely as follows. When he preached

in different places, he fo far accommodated
himfelf to the difpofitions of the people before

whom he difcourfed, as to avoid giving of-

fence. If a congregation confuted of perfons

who were of free fentiments in religion, his

fermon was entirely of a practical nature. On
the other hand, in preaching before a Calvin

-

iftical
•

abi fupra, p. 221.
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iftical fociety, it was cuftomary with him to

choofe what was called an evangelical fubject.

In neither cafe did he deliver any thing that was

contrary to his fincere opinion. His accufers

did not fufficiently recollect that he was far more
devoted to what were deemed the orthodox doc-

trines than they were ready to imagine j and he

had an undoubted right to be believed, when he

declared, as he has done in the letter before cited.

" On the whole, I know affuredly, that I have
" not on any occafion belied the real fentiments
" ofmy heart."* The perfons who were moil
difpofed to find fault with Dr. Doddridge, with

refpect to the point in queftion, were thofe who
are entitled the rational diffenters. They could

not eafily perfuade themfelves that a man of fuch

abilities, and general liberality of mind, could

entertain very different opinions from their own ;

and they wifhed to have him rank more expli-

citly among them. It cannot be denied, that

in one or two inftances they had fome reafon to

complain of his timidity-: but, at the fame time,

there were many occaiions on which he behav-

ed with a very becoming fortitude. Once, I

remember, fome narrow-minded people of his

congregation gave* him no fmall trouble on ac-

count of a gentleman, in communion with the

church, who was a profeffed Arian, and who
otherwife departed from the common flandard

of orthodoxy. This gentleman they wifhed
either to be excluded from the ordinance of the

Lord's Supper, or to have his attendance upon it

prevented. But the Doctor declared, that he

would
* Ibid. p. 32 2.



298 Memoirs of Dr. Doddriqge,

would facrifice his place, and even his life, ra-

ther than fix any fuch mark of difcouragement

upon one, who, whatever his doctrinal fenti-

ments were, appeared to be a real chriftian.

"When our author happened to be in company
with perfons of rank and fortune, he never fuf-

fered the lead: tendency to profanenefs or licen-

tiouihefs to pafs unnoticed ; but manifeded his

dillike to them, with the freedom of the divine,

accompanied with the politenefs of the gentle-

man. A correfpondent having charged him
v/ith unfoundnefs in one of his publications, his

only anfwer was, Qucdfcripji, fcrifcfi j-J-
" What

" I have written, I have written/'

How fincerely Dr. Doddridge detected the

want of integrity in character, was d ifplayed in

the following fac~t. One of his pupils was id

the habit of making a jeft of what is called or-

thodoxy, and of ridiculing thole who adhered to

it 1 and this he continued to do, up to the time

in which he began to preach. Then, to the no
fmall liirprife of his intimate acquaintance, it

was rumoured, that in the congregations where
he had officiated in the neighbourhood of North-
ampton, he had appeared highly Calviniflical,

and indeed much more fo than almoft any other

of his fellow-Undents. For obvious reafons he
declined ever preaching at Northampton. At
length, the affair was brought before the Doctor ;

and both parts of the charge having been proved
by decifive evidence, the young man was difmif-

fed. Being a perfon of fome fortune, he was not
involved by his difgrace in anv pecuniary diffi-

culties.
'

'With
T Lenecs to 3 young Clergyman, p. 103.
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With that impartiality which is the duty of

every biographer, I have mentioned, in the courfe

of my narrative, the inftances wherein it appear-

ed to me that the character of Dr. Doddridge

was (haded with fome degree of imperfection.

The fame impartiality obliges me to add, that,

at times, he had too oftentatious a manner of

fpeaking concerning the multiplicity of his em-
ployments, engagements, and correfpondences ;

and that he was fonder of applaufe, from every

quarter, than was defirable in one who was i'o

juftly entitled to it, where applaufe was an hon-
our. I have often thought that in certain points

he had a refemblance of Cicero. He refembled

him in the love of fame, and in not poflefTing

what may be called the flernnefs of fortitude.

He refembled him likewife in more eftimable

qualities ; in the copioufnefs, diffulion, and pa-

thos of his eloquence •> and in the fenfibilities

and tendernefs of his mind, efpecially as difplayed

in the lofs of a daughter.

When all Dr. Doddridge's imperfections are

collected together, they will be found to have

been very trifling in comparifon with his excel-

lencies. One or two more of his virtues I (hall

touch upon before I conclude. Few have ex-

ceeded him in the exercife of humility, both

with relation to God and man. With refpedt to

God, it was apparent in the deepeft expreffions

of concern for the defects of his improvements

and his fervices ; and with regard to man, it was

manifefted in his condefceniion to the meanefl

perfons, in his behaviour to his pupils, and in the

patience with which he fubmitted' to the words

of
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of reproof. He was even highly thankful to his

friends for pointing out to him what they judg-

ed to be amifs in his conduct. The language of

humility that was uied by him, though undoubt-

ed »y fmcere, was fometimes carried to an excefs.

In a letter to Dr. Wood of Norwich, he thus

expreffes himfelf : " Pity me, and pray for me,
" as you do, in the midft of fo many hurries.

44 Oh, my poor, poor attempts of fervice ! They
" fhame me continually. My prayers, my fer-

" mons, my lectures, my books (in hand) my
' letters, all daily fhame me."* Nothing can

x dicate iuch humiliating terms from the charge

of affectation but the remembrance that the let-

ter was written under a peculiar depreffion of

ipirits, united with that itrong fenfe which Dr.

Doddridge always entertained of the ardour, zeal,

and diligence, with which the duties of life

ought to be performed.

Among the Doctor's other excellencies, I

might infifl upon the refignation, ferenity, and

cheerfulnefs, with which he fubmitted to the

diftrefles of the prefent ftate. One of his afflic-

tions, and it was an affliction that called for the

exercife of his meeknefs and patience, was the

unkind treatment which he fometimes met with

from thofe who owed to him a far different kind

of behaviour. Few men lefs deferved to be evil

fpoken of j but to pais through the world with-
out reproach is not the lot of the pureft virtue.

Some of his pupils were angry with him, and
let themfelves to mifreprefent his character, be-

cauie he would not recommend them to places

they
• Letters to and from Dr. Doddridge, p. 307.
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they wifhed for, but for which he confcientiouily

judged them to be unqualified. His kind be-

haviour to them in ether refpects did not com-
peniate, in their eifimation, for the wound he
had given to their felf-opinion.* This is a

difficulty which has been experienced by others,

who, from their fituations among the diffen-

ters, are fuppofed to have any influence in

recommending to vacant congregations. Dr.
Doddridge was even afperfed in the cafe of a

guardianihip, where he had acted with the ut-

moft probity, friendship, and benevolence. f*

Whatever was the ill ufuage to which he was
expofed, he fu (rained it with mildneis, and was
always ready to manifefl a forgiving temper.

Nothing could be farther from his character than

a refentful difpofition.

Upon the whole, Dr. Doddridge was not on-
ly a great man, but one of the moffc excellent

and ufeful chriftians, and chriftian minifters,

that ever exifted. The imprefiion of his nu-
merous and amiable virtues will not be effaced

from my mind fo long as it retains any fenfe of
feeling or reflection. So far will be the imprefiion

from being loft upon me, that I fhall always

cherim it with the utmofi: ardour ; and Iefteem.

it as no fmall felicity of my life, that T have been

preferved to give this teftimony of duty, grati-

tude, and affection, to the memory of my bene-

factor, my tutor, my friend, and my father.

* O;ton, ubi fupra, p. 229 f JbiJ. p. 2:1.
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