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& GEORGE III,

THE efiablimed appellations of Whig and

Tory, as defcriptive of the two grand poli-

tical parties which under thefe or equivalent term3

of diftinclion will doubtlefs fubfift fo long as the

prefent Constitution of Government mall remain,

though greatly changed from their original figni^

fication, it would neverthelefs be faftidious to re-

ject. The gradations of fentiment and principle

which mark their progrefs it is however of indif-

penfable importance occafionally to fpecify. The

principles of Whiggifm may indeed in this refpect

be faid to have gained a complete triumph over

thole of the antient Tories, inafmuch as the once

favorite maxims of Toryifm—paffive obedience,

non-reliftance, and the divine and indefealible right

of monarchy—have fallen into general contempt.

Nor can any doctrines bearing the molt diilant

analogy to thefe monflrous abfurdities be now

maintained, without the ufe of fuch artificial and

Vol. IV. B ambiguous
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ambiguous phrafeology as, however magnificent irt

found and ihow, fliall vanifh from the touch of rea-

ion as mifts and vapors from the noon-day fun.

Agreeably then to the viciffitudes which have

in a long feries of eventful years taken place in the

views and fentiments of the oppofing parties of the

State, a Whig mult, now be underftood to mean a

man who, in addition to the fpeculative principles

of liberty civil and religious which have defcended

to him from his anceftors, entertains a lively and

well-founded jealoufy left the prerogative of the

Crown fhould, in confequence of the prodigious'

incrcafe of its influence,, ultimately abforb the

whole power and authority of the other branches

of the government, and with them the liberties of

the nation at large, in its vaft and tremendous vor-

tex. A modern Whig acknowledges and deeply

regrets the improvidence of his anceftors in contri-

buting, by the facility of their compliances, to the

accumulation of an immenfe public debt, and the

eftabliihment of a (landing army, both of which are

yet in a ftate alarmingly progreffive. He can

fcarcely forgive thofe extravagant ebullitions of

loyalty which could facrifice the moft facred prin-

ciples of the Conftitution to the intereft or ambi-

tion of the reigning family, in prolonging by a

moft unjuftifiable ftretch. of power the exiftence of

Parliaments to a term of dangerous duration, and

in furnifhing to a Minifter little fcrupulous of ex-

pedients^.
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p'edients, and regardlefs ofconfequences, the means

bf universal and unbounded corruption. Whatever

palliations of the fatal fyllem then adopted, the pe-

culiarity of that Minifter's fituation, and the filia-

tion of the country at large in a political view,

might then afford, had it was affirmed been long

fince entirely at an end ; but the fame fyftem is

neverthelefs refolutely and uninterruptedly purfued,

recovering Antaeus-like from every apparent or ac-

cidental fall with renewed and redoubled vigor.

On the other hand, the modern Tories, although

the defcendants of thofe who long entertained a

rnofl inveterate enmity againft the family upon the

throne, and who from motives not of the pureft

patriotifm vehemently oppofed in the former reigns

the unconftitutional meafures of the Whigs, having

at length entirely fhaken off their old attachments,

and being taken into favor and inverted with power

under the marked and too partial protection of the

Court, fuddenly became its open and zealous ad-

vocates—combining, as far as the fpirit of the times

would admit, the fpeculative errors of one party

with the practical errors of the other. The necef-

fity of flrengthening the prerogative of the Mo-
narch, and of fupporting the dignity of the

Crown, was from this time the inceflant theme of

their argument and declamation. Conceffions and

indigencies were in their eftimation things incom-

patible with the majefty of the regal character.

B a The
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The high, harm, and peremptory tone of AufHe**

rity uniformly marked every act of Government

under the almoft conftant predominance of this

dangerous faction during the prefent reign, from

the commitment of a printer, or the profecution of

a libeller, to thofe meafurcs of provocation and op-

preffion terminating in a war which rent in twain

and had well nigh fubverted the empire.

This party, now grown ftrong and confident by

an unexpected return of profperity, affumed with

oflentatious audacity the appellation of the King's

Friends, in which novel capacity they hefitated

not to give their eager and ardent fupport to thofe

meafurcs of Court policy which had been ever re-

probated by the Tories of elder days as in the

higheft degree pernicious and unconftitutional.

The standing army, fo long the theme of their

invective and reproach, was now affirmed to be ne-

cefiary for the prefervation of the national tranquil-

lity ; the public debt was pronounced a public

benefit ; the connection with Hanover was hono-

rable and ufeful ; the influence of the Crown was

the happy means of confolidating the harmony of

the different branches of Government; a long Par-

liament was faid to be attended with no fuch in-

convenient confequences as had been previoufly

and erroneoufly apprehended ; and every attempt

to reftore that equality in the reprefentation, or ra-

ther to remove thofe glaring inequalities fo incon-

fittent
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fiftent with the fpirit of the Conflitutlon and the

practice of former ages, was oppofed and rejected

by them in terms of unbounded obloquy and de»

teftation, as leading to nothing lefs than the abfo-

lute fubverfion of Government. They profefTed

on all occafions their dread of innovation and no-

velty—not adverting to the conftant declaration

of the antient Tories, that the things to which they

objected were themfclves innovations wholly ex-

traneous to the , Constitution—and that they who

merely wifhedto reflore were moft unjuftly accufed

of a fondnefs for innovation, or a dangerous pro-

pensity to tamper with the Constitution by trying

new and hazardous experiments.

Although the high and preposterous notions

once prevalent refpecting the authority of the

Church had, in common with the old opinions

relative to Civil Government, gradually fallen into

disrepute, the Tories of the prefent reign have been

invariably characterized by the strength of their at-

tachment to the Ecclesiastical Establishment, which

they are delighted to applaud and extol as a

model of purity and perfection. Any fuggeftions

of the expediency of a reform in the Church, whe-

ther in relation to the irregularities of its difcipline,

or the errors of its doctrine as exhibited in a fet of

obfolete and unintelligible articles of faith, are re-

ceived by this clafs of men with a fort of horror, as

leading to foul fulpicions of fectarian herefy or

B 3 atheistical



6 K. GEORGE III.

atheiftical profanenefs ; while the Diffenters of all

denominations are on the contrary viewed by them

with eyes of jealouly and hatred, and afliduoufly

held up on all occalions as the inveterate enemies

of at leaft one part of the Conllitution, and as the

doubtful friends at bell of the other : and every

idea of enlarging the limits of the toleration al-

lowed them by law, and much more of extending

to them 'the common privileges of citizens, they

have uniformly exclaimed againtt with affected ter-

ror and real malignity.

By thefe grand and leading features are the op-

polite parties of the prefcnt reign clearly difcrimi-

natcd ;' and whether thefe parties fhall continue

to be known under the eftablifhed denominalions

of Whig and Tory, whether by the appellations of

Court and Country, King's Friends or Patriots, is

of little importance, fo that the terms be diltinctly

defined and generally underftood ; although in

different individuals thefe different fyItems will of

courfc be blended and diverlified by all the poflible

tints and fhades of moral and political variety.

No fooner had the Whigs, after a long and labo-

rious oppofition, driven their antagonifis the Tories

from the helm, and found themfelves in full pof-

feffion of the powers of government and the con-

fidence of the people, than, in confequence of the

unfortunate mifunderflanding and fubfequent con-

flidt of their leaders, they were again broken and

divided

;
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divided « and each diviflon was under the necefhty

of firengthening itfelf by forming new and dan-

gerous connections with their former opponents.

On the feceffion of Mr. Fox, the Earl of Shelburne

called in the aid, though in a fomewhat covert

manner, of the Jenkinfon party; and when a fair

profpect of fupplanting that nobleman in a fhort

time occurred, Mr. Fox. fcrupled not, to the afto-

nifhment and indignation of the kingdom, publicly

to coalefce with Lord North and his numerous par-

tifans. The Earl of Shelburne having been far

more guarded in his previous declarations, as well

as his fubfequent political aflbciations, efcaped the

obloquy which attended the more flagrant incon-

fiftency of his once popular rival ; who, by openly

connecting himfelf with that individual Minifter

of the Crown whom he had fo Ion a; and fo fuc-

cefsfully labored to vilify and difgrace, had for ever

forfeited his claim to the flattering appellation of

" the Man of the People."

On the difmiffion of the Coalition Adminiflra-

tion, Mr. Pitt, the head of the new Miniftry, was

in a manner compelled, like his predeceffor Lord

Shelburne, to admit no inconfidcrable proportion

of the Tories to fhare in the honors and emolu-

ments of Government ; and the nation, equally

enraged at the Whigs and the Tories of the Coali-

tion, willingly excufed the re-admiffion of thofe

Members of the Old Tory Adminiitration who

B 4 could
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could plead the recent merit of inveighing againfl

the Coalition, and of oppofing the India Bill of

Mr. Fox.

From this mixture of Toryifm in the new Ad-
miniftration, neverthelefs, the mofl pernicious and

direful confequences have ultimately refulted. The
reign of the prefent Monarch has indeed been drf-

tinguifhcd by a ilrange and dreadful fatality ; and

the deplorable infatuation almoft invariably actuat-

ing the National Councils, and which has been

productive of fuch mighty mifchiefs, may well ap-

pear to the contemplative and philofophic mind

—

penetrating beyond the dark cloud which bounds

the view ofcommon obfervers—the deftined means

of accomplifhing the grand and beneficent purpofes

of that wifdom in comparifon with which the

higheft human fagacity is as weaknefs and folly.

But thefe are reflections which more properly ap-

pertain to the province of the theologift than the

hiflorian.

After the divifion which took place on the ad-*

drefs, and which terminated in the complete triumph

of the new Miniltry, the bufinefs which chiefly for

a time occupied the attention of the Houfe and of

the Public, was the complaint flated by Mr. Fox

reflecting the conduct of the High BailirFof Weft-

minfter, who had obftinatcly and daringly refufed

to make the return in his favor, although he had

upon the face of the poll a majority of 2,35 votes.

Mr,
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Mr. Fox, however, was not deprived of his feat

in Parliament by this infamous procedure, being,

through the intereft of his friend Sir Thomas

Dundas, chofen Member for the Borough of Kirk-

wall, in the Orkneys ; on which occaflon Mr. Pitt,

in the height of his exultation, gratified his feelings

by a farcaftical delineation of his antagonift, as a

man on whom a fort of fentence of banifhment had

paffed—who had been driven by the efforts of pa-

triotic indignation as an exile from his native clime,

and forced to feek for refuge on the ftormy and

defolate fhores of the « Ultima Thule."

On the 24th of May a refolution was moved

by Mr. Lee, late Attorney General, " that the High

Bailiff of Weftminfter on the day upon which the

writ of election expired ought to have returned

two citizens to ferve in Parliament for that city."

A violent debate enfued; and the previous queftion

having been moved by Sir Lloyd Kenyon, it was

ordered that the High Bailiff fhould attend the

Houfe on the day following. The fole pretext on

which that officer relied his defence was, that hav-

ing ground to fufpect the validity of many votes

taken in the courfe of a poll of fix weeks duration,

he had granted a fcrutiny, till the termination of

which he could not in conscience make the return.

To this an obvious and decifive anfwer prefented

itfclf. The Scrutiny is nothing more than a revi-

fion of the poll by the returning officer; and iffuch

revifion
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rcviflon is not, and cannot be, completed previous

to the period at which the writ is returnable, the

officer is bound, by the nature of his office, and the

tenor of his oath, to make the return agreeably to

the poll as it was actually taken. For if vague

prefumptions of the nature now alleged were ad-

mitted as juft caufes of procraftination, elections

would be thrown entirely into the hands of the

returning officer, who, if gained over by the Court,

might for any indefinite term prevent thofe who

were obnoxious to the Adminiflration for the time

being from taking their feats in Parliament ; and

the representation of the kingdom would be thus

rendered flagrantly corrupt, partial, and imperfect:.

Had the High Bailiff really felt thofe fcruples of

confeknee by which he pretended to be thus em-

barraiied, the law of Parliament allowed him to

include all the candidates in the fame return, which

would at once have transferred the talk and burden

of the decifion from his own confeierxe to the con-

fciencc of the Houfe. After long pleadings by

counfel at the bar of the Houfe on either part, the

motion was renewed, u that the High Bailiff be

directed forthwith to make the return." To the

difgrace of the new Adminiflration, this motion

was vehemently oppofed,. and on a divilion finally

negatived—the ayes being 117, the noes 195. It

was then moved and carried, " that the High Bai-s

liff do proceed in the fcrutiny with all practicable

diipatch.'*
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difpatch." Thus was this bufh.efs laid at reft dur-

ing the preicnt feffion ; but the character of the

new Miniftcr fufrered, in confquence of the part

which he took in the conduct d{ it, an indelible

itain. Though as yet of years immature and un-

hacknied in the ways of men, le was indignantly-

perceived capable with alacrity and eagernefs to

juftify injuftice, and td become an active and vo-

luntary inftrument of mean anc infidious revenge.

On the 1 6th of June a motioi was made by Mr.

Alderman Savvbridge, and fecoded by Mr. Alder-

inan Newnham, both of them rorefentatives of the

City of London, that a Commitee be appointed to

enquire into the prefent ftate oithe reprefentation

of the Commons of Great Britin in Parliament.

Themeafure itfelf had the concurence and fupport

pf Mr. Pitt, though the new Mnifter profefTed in

the ufual language of Miniftersthat the time was

improper ; and indeed the motin appears to have

been calculated and defigned raher to embarrafe

the Minifter than to promote th propofed object.

Mr. Dundas, who had fupported;he former propo-

rtion of Mr. Pitt, luckily found aliftinction which

enabled him to oppofe the prefen motion, without

in the lcaft diminifhing his reputtion for confift-

ency. His objection was, that th Committee now
moved for was a felect Commitee, whereas the

Committee for which he had forrorly voted was a

o Committee
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Committee of the vhole Houfe. On the divifion

upon the previous queflion, the numbers were

201 to 12,7.

The grand buiiiefs of the prefent feffion, how-

ever, was the arrargcment of a plan for the future

government of Inda, For this purpofe, Mr. Pitt

on the 6th of Jul; brought in a Bill, founded on

the general principes of that rejected by the for-

mer Parliament, aid to which the Company had

now given their iow and reluctant affent. By

this Bill a Boar) of Control, compofed of a

certain number oi Commiffioners of the rank of

Privy Counfellors,was eftablifhed, the members of

which were to beippointed by the King, and re-,

movable at his ptafure. This Board was autho-

rized to check, fiperintend, and 'control the civil

and military govenment and revenue of the Com-

pany. The difpeches transmitted by the Court

of Directors to te different Prefidencies were ta

be previouily fuljeeted to the infpection of the

Superior Board, v\d counter-figned by them ; and

the Directors wee enjoined to pay due obedience

to the orders of te Board, touching civil and_ mili-

tary government and revenues; and in cafe fuch

orders do at am time in the opinion of the Di-<

rectors relate topoints not connected therewith,

they are empowced to appeal to his Majefty in

Council, whole decifion is declared final. The

Bill moreover ended, that the appointment of the

Court
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Court of Directors to this office of Governor-

General, Prefident, or Counfellor in the different

Presidencies, fhall be fubpct to the approbation

and recall of his Majefty. As to the zemindars,

or great hereditary land-holders of India, who had

been violently difpofTefTed. of their property, and

who, agreeably to the generous and decifive tenor

of Mr. Fox's Bill, were to have been univerfally and

peremptorily reinflated in their zemindaries, the

prefent Bill provided only that an enquiry mould be

inftituted in order to reftore fuch as mould appear

to have been irregularly and unjuftly deprived.

Laftly, an high tribunal was created for the trial

of Indian delinquents, confining of three Judges,

one from each Court, of four Peers and fix Mem-
bers of the Houfe of Commons, who were autho-

rized to judge without appeal—to award in cafe

of conviction the punifhments of fine and impri-

fonment—and to declare the party convicted in-

capable of ferving the Eaft India Company. Thefe

were the grand and leading features of the Bill,

and the moft tranfient obfervation fufficed to

fhew that the objectionable parts of Mr. Fox's

Bill had been anxioufly and completely avoided.

The management of their commercial concerns

was left in the hands of the Company, who were

diverted only of that political power which they

had fo grofsly abufed, and of that civil authority

to the due exercife of which they were fo mani-

fcftly
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fcflly incompetent. And this authority was not

transferred to perfons who like the Commiffion-

ers of Mr. Fox might attempt to eflablifh an

unconftitutional influence in Parliament, not

merely independent o", but in direel opposition

to, the regular and cor.fiitutional authority of the

Crown ; but in the effort to fleer clear of the

rock of Scylla, it was :vident that Mr. Pitt had

plunged into the gulp'i of Chary bclis, and that

by this Bill a vail acceflion of influence refulted

to the Crown, already pofleffing a dangerous, for-

midable and increafing afcendancy over the other

branches of the legiflature.

Mr. Fox, with his ufual powers of c»fcrimina-

tion, attacked the weak and exceptionable parts

of this Bill, although the utmotl energy of his elo-

quence was found inadequate to excite the gene-

ral attention of the public to the merits or deme-

rits of the meafure in queflion—prepoflefTcd as they

now almoft univerfally were in favor of the Mi-

nifter with whom it originated, and in whom they

placed the moil entire and unlimited confidence.

Mr. Fox urged with great force and animation,

that this Bill eftablifhed a weak and inefficient-

government, by dividing its powers. To the one

Board belonged the privilege of ordering and con-

triving meafures ; to the other, that of carrying

them into execution. It was a fyilem of dark in-

trigue and delufive art. By the negative vetted

in
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in the Commiffioners, the chartered rights

of the Company, on which fueh urefs had been

laid, were infidioufly undermined and virtually

annihilated. If it were right to veft fueh powers

in a Board of Privy Couniellors, let it be done

explicitly and openly, and fhevv the Company

and the world, that what they dared to do they

dared to juftify. Founded on principles fo hete-

rogeneous, how could fueh a government be other

than the conftant victim of internal diffraction ?

The appeal allowed from the decisions of the

Board of Control to the Privy Cquncil was af-

firmed by Mr. Fox to be palpably nugatory and

ridiculous. The Bill he had introduced, exhibited

at the firft blufh the features of opennefs, fair-

nefs, and refpontibility. The prefent plan was

full of darknefs and difguife. In a covert and

concealed mode, an immenfe patronage was tranf-

ferred to the Crown, which, infiead of correct-

ing abufes, opened a door to every fpecies of eol-

lufion and corruption. It was calculated to efta-

blifh an Indian government of the ifland of Great

Britain. Againfl the claufes of the Bill refpecr-

ing the zemindars, Mr. Fox entered his ftrongeft

proteft. The zemindars ought, in his opinion,

to be rated by a fixed rule of pafl periods, and

not of a vague and indefinite future enquiry.

The new tribunal Mr. Fox ftigmatized as a

fcreen for delinquents ; as a palpable and uncon-

flitutional
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ftitutional violation of the facred right of Trial

by Jury. Since no man was to be tried but on

the accufation of the Company or the Attor-

ney-General, he had only to conciliate Govern-

ment in order to his remaining in perfect fccu-

rity. It was a part of the general fyftem of de-

ception and delufion, and he would venture to

pronounce it a " Bed of Juftice," where juftice

would for ever fleep. On the motion of com-

mitment, the numbers were ayes 276, noes 61 ;

and it was carried in triumph to the Houfe of

Peers, where^ after an oppofition vigorous in point

of exertion, but feeble in regard of numbers, the

Bill patTed Augufl 9, 1784. It was accompanied

by a proteft, in which it was feverely branded as

a meafure ineffectual in its provifions, unjuft in

its inquifitorial fpirit, and unconstitutional in its

partial abolition of the Trial by Jury,

Amongft thofe who had chiefly diftinguifheci

themfelves in the inveftigation of Indian affairs,

and whofe indignation had been moft ftrongly

awakened at the difcovery of the enormous op-

preffion exercifed in thofe diftant regions, was

Mr. Burke. Agreeably, indeed, to the general

cart of his character and genius, Mr. Burke's

acutenefs of refearch, and that extenfive know-

ledge of the fubject which he had acquired by

long and indefatigable attention, was obfcured

and rendered in a great meafure ufelefs, and even

pernicious^
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pernicious, by the violence of his paffions, and

the obftinacy of his prejudices. Not fatisfied

with exhibiting facts fufficiently atrocious in their

own nature in thefimple garb of truth, Mr. Burke

was eager upon all occafions to imprefs the public

mind, and heighten the general effect, by all the

arts of rhetorical amplification and embellifhment.

So little of philofophy, however, entered into

the oratory of this famous fpeaker, that the effect

produced upon the public mind was directly op-

polite to that which he himfelf expected and in-

tended. Amidft the blaze of declamation, and

the thunders of invective, the ingenuous enquirer

after truth found it infuperably difficult to af-

certain with precifion thofe points on which the

charge of criminality refted. To the mofl care-

lefs obferver, it was apparent that in numerous

innances facts were diftortcd and difguifed ; that

the mofl; invidious construction was invariably an-

nexed even to the moft indifferent actions; that

every thing was feen through the medium of falfe

and artificial colorings ; that the dignified can-

dor which gives weight to an accufation was

wholly wanting. His calmnefs was fettled rancor;

his warmth the phrenfy of rage and revenge.

Mr. Burke had long fingled out Mr. Raftings,

late Governor General of India, as the object of

his mofl furious attacks; but from the circum-

ftances now enumerated, the feelings of the pub-

Vol. IV. C lie
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Jic were in a confiderable degree excited in his

favor. Added to this, the fucceftes of the late

war in India, contrafted with the defeats and dif-

atlers fuftained by the nation in all other parts of

the globe, eaft a certain fplendor around the cha-

racter ofMr. Haftings, who had acquired the popu-

lar appellation of the Saviour of India, while to

appreciate the real merits of his long and eventful

adminirlration required a fagacity and diligence of

refearch for which the inclination and ability were,

to fpeak in general terms, equally wanting. Mr.

Burke had alfo entirely loft the degree of credit

which he once poflefled with the public, by ftand-

ing forward as the avowed advocate and cham-

pion of the dctefted coalition, of which he was

indeed more than fufpected to have been the ori-

ginal projector; although the bitternefs of his for-

mer invectives againft the late Minifter Lord

North could not be exceeded by his moft viru-

lent effufions againft the more recent object of

his intemperate abufe, Mr. Haftings. In a word,

Mr. Burke appeared in the view of the public at

this period, as a man of talents indeed, but totally

deftitute ofjudgment, and even of principle; who,

actuated by pride, fpleen, and ambition, affected

to affume the elevated character of a Cicero,

dragging a delinquent of the firft magnitude

—

a Verres, to public juftice: while Mr. Haftings,

on the other hand, was regarded as a man deferv-

ing
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ing highly of his country, and who had from fe-

rret and finifler motives become the unfortunate

object of an unjuft and iniquitous perfecution.

Early in July, the Minuter, Mr. Pitt, acquainted

the Houfe with the arrival of Sir Elijah Impey,

Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of Judica-

ture at Bengal, who had been recalled by the

King, in conformity to an Addrefs of that Houfe.

Mr. Burke upon this remarked, that the refolu-

tions upon the fubject were originally moved and

feconcled by Sir Adam Fergufon and General

Smith, who were not members of the prefent

Parliament. The charge againft the delinquent

in queftion having already received the fan&ion

of that Houfe, it might be proper to proceed againft

him by impeachment. For his own part, how*-

ever, he totally declined taking the lead in this

hufinefs. What hope could he, a folitary and

unaffifted individual, entertain of fuccefs, when the

Nobleman now prefiding in the Houfe of Peer3

had exprefsly declared, in relation to the reports

in which the proceedings originated, that he re-

garded them no more than the romance of Ro-

binfon Crufoe ? He therefore earnestly recom*

mended it to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as

the chief conductor and reprefentative of the exe-

cutive government, to enforce the refolutions of

that Houfe relating to Sir Elijah Impey. But Mr.
Pitt totally, and in the molt unequivocal terms,

C 2 declined
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declined any concern in the affair. This was not

the only indication of a fixed determination in the

prefent Miniftry to difcountenan.ee all judicial

invciligation of the antecedent tranfactiens in

India.

On the 28th of July, Mr. Burke moved, That

the Houfe mould refolve itfelf into a Committee,

to enquire into the facts ftated in the different

Reports relative to India. He afferted, that his

character was at ftake. If, as had been fuggefted,

the Reports were mere fables, they were indeed

calumnies of the moft bold and unprincipled na-

ture, and he himfelf was an infamous calum-

niator. The two fets of Reports originating from

the different Committees acknowledged as their pa-

rents Mr. Dundas and himfelf. The Right Honora-

ble Gentleman had indeed fcen the drawn fcymitar

lifted up to divide and deftroy his offspring without

difeqvering any fymptom of emotion. But the fpec-

tacle was too horrid for his feelings. He wifhed

to intercept the arm of the executioner, and to

receive the bloody and flagitious ftroke in his own

perfon :
" AJfum qui feet}* exclaimed the orator,

l
- in me convertite ferrumF* In contempt of this

flight of eloquence, Mr. Dundas coolly moved

the Order of the Day.

Difappointed in this attempt, Mr. Burke two

days afterwards brought forward a ferics of refo-

iutions, intended as a foundation for an enquiry

2 into
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mto the conduct of Mr. Raftings. On this Mr.

Pitt rofe, and aiked, " How that Houfe, as a Houfe

of Parliament, knew as a facl the tranfactions on

which Mr. Burke grounded his motions ? If the

motions parted, from what office were the papers

expecled to proceed ? To relieve the Houfe from

thefe embarrafTinents, he faid, he mould move the

Order of the Day."" This fecond interruption was

more than the patience of Mr. Burke could en-

dure. He affirmed the infenfibility of Govern-

ment to the foul enormities lately perpetrated,

and ilill perpetrating, by our countrymen in the

Eaft, to be truly mocking. He deprecated the

day that the knowledge of them had come to his

mind. The miferable objects it exhibited, nations

extirpated, provinces defolated, cities and coun-

tries overwhelmed in one mafs of deftruclion, con-

ftahtly dwelt on his imagination. The cries of

the native Indians were never out of his ears
;

an impreflion of horror had feized on his mind,

which deprived him of flcep, and night and day

preyed upon his peace. The reality of the facls

ftated in the Reports had been impeached. Why
then would not the men who denied them (land for-

ward and fupport their allegations? Oh! what, faid

(his impaffioned orator, would I not give to find

the fcenes of horror there defcribed nothing more

than a fiction ! To me it would be a difcovery

more, precious aixl grateful than the difcovery of

C 3 a new
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a new world. He declared, that he wifhed it for

the honor of humanity, from fympathy to mil-

lions of fuffering and helplefs individuals, from

an anxious defire to retrieve the honor of the

Houfe, and of the country at large, from infamy

and execration. He conjured Mr. Pitt to re-

fledl with ferioufnefs on this bufinefs. The voice

of India cried aloud for juftice. He was at a loftj

he faid, how to account for the callous infen-

fibility of the Minifter, at a time of life when all

the generous feelings of our nature are molt lively

and fufceptible;—and proceeding in reflections

very pointed and perfonal, he was loudly called

to order ; and ftill perfevering in bis exclamations

and reproaches, was at length compelled to lit

down, amidft the univerfal clamor and tumult of

the Houfe.

On the difmiffion of this unwelcome bufinefs,

the attention of the Houfe w&s immediately trans-

ferred to a Bill introduced by the Minifter, for

the more effectual prevention of the practice of

fmuggling, which had of late years arifen to a

moft alarming height. This Bill contained vari-

ous prudential, but fomewhat fevere regulations.

The diflance from fhore, at which feizures fhould

in future be deemed lawful, was extended, and

the conftrucling of vefTels of a certain form and

dimenfion peculiarly calculated for contraband

purpofes prohibited. But by far the mofl extra-

ordinary
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ordinary part of the prefent plan was the reduc-

tion of the duties paid by the Eaft India Company

on the importation of tea, which was affirmed

to be the grand medium of the fmuggling traf-

fic ; and the confequent impofition of a new
duty on windows, already mofl grievoufly bur-

dened, to the amount of the deficiency, eftimated

at no lefs than fix hundred thoufand pounds per

annum. This was ftyled by the Minifter a Com-
mutation Tax ; and the equity of it was defended

on the general and vague idea that teas being an

article of univerfal confumption, the weight of the

tax would be compenfated by a proportional abate-

ment in the purchafe of the commodity. No-

thing however could be more fallacious than this

flatement, nor perhaps any impofl more oppref-

iive in its practical operation. It is obvious,

that in large towns and cities, ground for the

purpofe of building being very valuable, houfes

are erected on a comparatively confined fcale,

and the number of windows is very moderate.

But in final 1 towns and villages, where ground is

cheap, houfes are for the molt part conflructed on

a more convenient model, with ranges of offices,

and windows commanding the court-yards, gar-

dens, &c. contiguous to the dwelling. On thefe

peaceful and rural retreats the tax fell heavily in-

deed ; and the miferable effects of it arc fully ap-

parent in the multitude of windows flopped up

C 4 in
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in farm-houfes and other country refidcnces, to

the inexpreffible injury of the eafe, health, and

comfort of a very great proportion of the commu-

nity. But in the metropolis and other opulent

and populous towns the tax fell light!}' • and in

confequence of the greater prevalence of luxury,

the reduction of the duty on tea more than com-

penfating in fuch iituations for the addition of the

new tax, this meafure was applauded as a happy

ilroke of finance. A vigorous but unavailing

oppofition to the Bill was neverthelefs made by

Mr. Fox, who allied, what connection there was

between an impoft upon tea and an impoft upon

windows, to entitle the latter to be denominated a

commutation for the former? He affirmed it to be

the eflence of financial injuftice and oppreffion to

take off a tax upon luxury, and to fubftitute in its

ftead a tax upon that which was of indifpenfable

necedity. Spirits were a leading article of fmug-

gling, and a luxury in common ufe, as well as tea.

But would the Minifier venture to purfue the

commuting principle of this Bill to its full ex-

tent, and abolifhing the duties on fpirituous li-

quors, to impofe another tax upon windows, and

aiiign as a rcafon, that all men may be prefumed

or expected to drink rum and brandy in their own

houfes ? The obligations of this kingdom to the

Eaft India Company, and the vaft revenue we de-

rived from the commerce carried on by them, had

been
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been much infilled on ; but furely it was at all

times eafy, without having recourfe to their innru-

mentality, to obtain the fame revenue by the fame

means.

Mr. Courtenay, a member of the Houfe, diftin-

guifhed no lefs by the readinefs of his wit than

the vigor of his underftanding, remarked, that

the Bill now before the Houfe was the counter-

part of the deteftable GabcUe or Salt-tax in France.

There an impoft was laid upon that article, and

every man was obliged to take and pay for a cer-

tain quantity, whether he wanted it or not. As

the prefent Administration had in other refpeels

degraded the Commons of Great Britain to a level

with the Parliaments of France, it was indeed

perfectly confiflent in them to introduce a fimilar

principle of taxation. The Bill at length pafled

the Houfe by a very great majority ; after no very

long interval receiving the royal affent ; and it

muft be confefTed, that in a commercial and finan-

cial view it has beyond the moll fanguine previous

calculation anfwered its intended purpofe.

The remaining great operation of finance dur-

ing this extraordinary feffion, was the providing

for the arrears of the unfunded debt left at the

conclufion . of the war, amounting to more than

twenty millions. This was difpofed of partly in

the four per cents, and partly in a newly created

five per cent. Hock, made irredeemable for thirty

years,
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years, or until twenty-five millions of the exifting

funds fhould be extinguilhed. The taxes for the

payment of the intereft of this vaft fum were, in

the prefent exhaufted ftateof the national finances,

upon the whole allowed to be happily andjudi-

cioufly chofen. It muft not be omitted, that the fum

of fixty thoafand pounds was in the courfe of the

feflion voted to his Majefty, to enable him to dif-

charge the debt contracted in the civil lift. This

was the fourth grant for the fame purpofe fincc

the acceflion of the prefent King. Much alter-

cation arofc on this occafion between the old and

the new miniftry, as to the precife period when

this new debt was incurred. AH however that

the public at large could be fully certified of was,

that with a civil lilt revenue of eight hundred

thoufand pounds, afterwards increafed to nine

hundred thoufand pounds per annum, exclufive

of the revenues arifing from the crown lands,

more than fourteen hundred thoufand pounds had

been voted within the fpace of about fifteen years,

for the payment of the debts of the crown. And

the fiern obfervation of the famous Milton

could not but forcibly recur in fuch circumflances

to the public recolle&ion—" That the very trap-

pings of a monarchy were more than fufficient to

defray the whole cxpence of a republic."

The laft mcafurc which came under parlia-

mentary difcufiion during the prefent feffion, was

a Bill
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a Bill introduced by Mr. Dnndas, and of a na-

ture perfectly congenial to tin. banity and good

humour, which, notwithstanding his political frail-

ties, characterized that able and versatile Minirter,

for the reftoration of the eftates forfeited in. Scot-

land, in confequence of the rebellions of 1 715

and 1745. Mr. Dundas declared the meaiure

to be in his opinion worthy of the juftice and ge-

nerality of Parliament. He faid, there was not

one of the families comprehended in the fcope of

it, in which fome perfon had not atoned for the

crimes and errors of his anceftors, by facrificing

his blood in the caufe of his country ; and that

the Sovereign had not for a long feries of years

part a more loyal fet of fubjects than the High-

landers of Scotland and their Chieftains. Of this

the late Lord Chatham was deeply fenfible, and

that illuftrious Statefman had publicly recognized

the rectitude of the meafure now propofed. And
he truited, that the remains of a fyftem, which,

whether directed at firft by narrow views or found

policy, ought certainly to be temporary, would be

completely annihilated under the adminiftration

of his fon. He did not however mean, that the

eftates mould be freed from the claims exifting
againft them at the time of forfeiture. This might

be regarded as a premium for rebellion. He there-

fore propofed the appropriation of fuch fums,

amounting to about eighty thousand pounds, to

public
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public purpofes ; fifty thoufand of which he would

recommend to be employed in the completion of

the grand canal reaching from the Frith of Forth

to that of Clyde. This Bill was received in a. man-

ner wljich did honor to the feelings of the Houic.

Mr. Fox in particular, with his ufual generality,

beftowed upon it the highcil encomiums, and pro-

fefTed him felf deterred only by the latenefs of the

feffion, from endeavoring to enlarge its opera-

tion to what he conceived to be its juft and pro-

per extent. Ncverthelefs, when the Bill was fent

to the Lords, it met with a moil determined and

malignant refinance from the Lord Chancellor,

who expatiated with much fatisfaclion on that

maxim of antient wifdom, which pronounced trea-

son to be a crime of fo deep a dye. that nothing

Icls was adequate to its punifhment than the total

eradication of the perfon, the name, and the fa-

mily out of the community. Happily, on dividing

the Hou/e, this Nobleman was left in a fmall

and difgraceful minority, and the Bill finally palled

with that public approbation and applaufe it fo

juftly merited.

An end was put to the feilion Auguft 20, 1784,

the King returning his warmcfl thanks to the two

Iloufes, for their zealous and diligent attention

to the public fervicc. He predicted the happieft

effects from the Bill for the better government of

India. He fpoke in terms of high commenda-

tion
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tion of the laws enacted for the improvement of

the revenue. He thanked his faithful Commons
for their provifion for the arrears of the Civil Lift

;

deploring, neverthelefs, in the accuilomed ftyle,

the imavojdahle. burdens impofed upon his people.

He noticed the definitive treaty with Holland, and

the peace concluded in India ; and trailed, from

the affurances of foreign powers, that the pre-

fent tranquillity would prove of permanent dura-

tion.

In the interval between the prorogation of the

Parliament and its re-affernbling in the courfe of

the enfuing winter, the nation enjoyed a flatter-

ing and delightful repofe. Highly gratified with

the recent change which had taken place, they

viewed with unbounded complacency and confi-

dence the Miniiter now at the head of affairs ;

and indulged the moil fond and fanguine hopes,

that under his aufpices Britain would be reftored

to her former enviable ftate of profperity and

greatnefs : and the name of Pitt, endeared by

the recollection of all that can intereft the feel-

ings of a generous and grateful people, feemed

anew confecrated to patriotifm, to liberty, and to

virtue.

Ireland, however, at this period exhibited a

very diffimilar picture. The political tempeft

which had agitated that kingdom during the lat-

ter years of the late war had not yet fubfided.

Much
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Much had indeed been acquired, but much aho

yet remained to be done. The two queftions

which at the prefent juncture chiefly occupied the

public attention, were thofe which related to the

fiate of their commerce, and the ftate of their re-

presentation.

So long finceas the ift ofJuly 1783, the dele-

gates 6{ forty-five volunteer corps had aflembled

at Lifburne, in the county of Antrim, to con-

iider of the meafures proper to be adopted, in

order to effect a reform in the national repre-

fentation. A Committee was by them appointed

to meet at Belfaft, at the head of which prefided

Colonel Sharman. By this Committee letters were,

addrefled to many perfons in the Sifter Kingdom,

moft diflinguifhed for their talents, their virtues,

and their zeal in the caufe of liberty, requeuing

their advice and opinion on this important fub-

ject ; among thefe were the Duke of Richmond,

Lord Effingham, Mr. Pitt, Dr. Price, and Dr.

Jebb. The mofl remarkable of the anfwers re-

turned to this Committee was that of the Duke

of Richmond, who recommended with great force,

and in the mofl decided language, the plan of

universal suffrage. " All plans merely of

a fpeculative nature," this bold reformer affirmed,

" had been found infufficient to intereft and ani-

mate the great body of the people, from whofe

earneflnefs alone any reform was to be expected.

A long
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A long exclusion from any fhare in the legiflation.

of their country had rendered the great mafs of

the people indifferent whether the monopoly that

fubfifted continued in the hands of a more or lefs

extended company ; or whether it were divided

by them into fhares of fomewhat more or lefs juft

proportion. They had been fo often deceived,

that they were fcarcely now difpofed to confide in

any fet of men. Nothing but felf-evident con-

viction that a meafure tended effectually to the

recovery of their rights, could, or indeed ought
to interefl them in its favor."

The meeting at Lifburne was quickly followed

by an aflcmbly of Delegates held at Dungannon,

-for the province of Ulfter ; at which the Earl of

Charlemont, Generaliffimo of the volunteer corps

throughout the kingdom ; Mr. Conolly, confidered

as the firft Commoner in point of property ; and

the Bifhop of Deny, brother to the late Earl of

Briftol, nominated in the year 1766 to the Lord

Lieutenancy of Ireland, were prefent. The pro-

vinces of Leinfter and Munfter followed the ex-

ample of Ulfler—a National Convention was

appointed to beheld at Dublin on the 10th of

November.

Such was the pofture of affairs in that kingdom,

when the Parliament of Ireland, recently elected,

met on the 14th of October 1783. The Earl of

Northington opened the feffion with a judicious

5 fpeech,
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fpeech, in which he profefled to anticipate the

greatefl national benefits from the wifdom and

temper of the new Parliament. On the very firfl

day of the feflion the thanks of both Houfes were

voted to the different volunteer corps of Ireland

for their public fervices : and a farther proof of

the independent fpirit now prevalent appeared in

the refolution propofed by Lord Mountmorres, and

which received thefanclion ofboth Houfes, "That

in the prefent flate of the kingdom, it was expe-

dient that there fhould be a Seffion of Parliament

held every year."

On the ioth of November the National Con-

vention met agreeably to their appointment. Of

this formidable affembly the Earl of Charlemont

was elected Prefident. On the motion of the Bi-

fhop of Deny, a Committee was forthwith ap-

pointed to digeft a plan of reform, who in a fhort

time reported their opinion, That every frotejlant

freeholder, or leafeholder, poffeffing a freehold or

leafchold for a certain term of years of forty mil-

lings value, refident in any city or borough, mould

be entitled to vote in the election of member for

the fame : That decayed boroughs fhould be

enabled to return reprefentatives by an extenfion

of franchife to the neighbouring parifhes : That

the fuffrages of the electors mould be taken by

the Sheriff or his deputies on the fame day at

the refpeclive places of election : That penfioners

of
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of the Crown, receiving their petitions during

pleafure, mould be incapacitated from litting in

Parliament ; that every Member of Parliament

accepting apenfion for life, or any place under the

Crown, mould vacate his feat ; that each Mem-
ber mould fubfcribe an oath, that he had neither

directly nor indirectly given any pecuniary or

other confederation, with a view of obtaining the

fuffrage of any elector ; finally, that the duration

of Parliament mould not exceed the term of three

years. This report was received by the Conven-

tion with great applaufe, and refolutions to the

fame purport unanimoufly palled.

On the very next day Mr. Flood, long known

by his able and eloquent exertions in the caufe of

liberty, moved the Houfe of Commons for leave

to bring in a Bill for the more equal reprefenta-

tion ofthe people in Parliament. It now appeared

that the Coalition Miniiiers, as yet in the zenith of

their power, had formed a fixed determination to

oppofe to the utmoll the encroachments of a dan-

gerous and armed democracy, unkno\\% in their

newly afTumed capacity to the laws and to the

conftitution.

Mr. Yelverton, Attorney General, declared that

the •queftion thus introduced did not deferve to

be difcufTed, but that it ought to be regarded as

an infult upon the Houfe. If the bill originated,

as it was notorious it did, with a body of armed

men, they mould decidedly fet their faces againft

Vol, IV. D receiving
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receiving it. They did not lit there to receive

proportions at the point of the bayonet. He en-

tertained an extreme reverence for the Volunteers,

for the eflential ferviees they had conferred on

their country ; but when they formed themfelves

into a political body, to difcufs the modes of re-

forming Parliament, and to regulate the affairs of

the Nation ; when they would probe the wounds

of the Constitution with the fword, he would be

their moft determined opponent. The queflion

was now, Whether the National Convention or

the Parliament of Ireland were to legiflate for the

country ? What phenomenon was it they had fo

lately feen ? Armed men drawn up in files, pre-

paring the way for other armed men, rcforting in

faitidious pomp to a general ailembly, and dis-

playing all the orientation of a real Parliament

!

Would they fubmit to this ? Was it decent for

Parliament to enter into any fort of compromife

with this Congrels ? Were the Members of that

Houfe free in their deliberations while this Mili-

tary Congrels were fitting ? No, it was neccflary

they fhould fay to the Volunteers—'
' You have ob-

tained a constitution and commerce; and now, in-

fk-ad of dictating to the Legiilaturc of the king-

dom, go to your own homes, change your attire,

and turn your fwords, no longer needed for the

defence of your country, into plough-inares and

pruning-hooks."

This fpeech, feconded by the efforts of Mr.

Pelham,
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Pelham, Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, and

other zealous partifans of Government, was dcci-

five ; and notwithflanding the ardent exertions of

the rival patriots, Mr. Flood and Mr. Grattan, the

Houfe at a very late hour divided—Ayes 77, noes

157-

Defirous to fix a ftill farther ftigma on the

meafures of the Convention, it was immediately

moved by Mr. Yelverton, " That it was now ne-

ceflary to declare that this Houfe would fupport

the rights and privileges of Parliament againft all

encroachments."

This refolution being carried by a great majo-

rity, an Addrcfs to the King was moved, expref-

live of the fenfe felt by the Houfe of the bleffings

they enjoyed under his aufpices, and afTuring him

that they were determined to fupport inviolate the

prefent Conftitution with their lives and fortunes.

In this Addrefs the Lords concurred. A,pro-

teft, however, figned by the Earl of Charlemont

and four other Peers, was entered in the Jour-

nals of the Houfe againft it.

Mr. Flood reported to the National Conven-

tion, at their fitting of the ift of December, the

conduct of the Houfe of Commons ; but fcU* from

difplaying any fymptoms of refentment, or even

furprife, they came only to a tame and unintelli-

gible refolution, " That they would carry on indi-

vidually fuch inveft'igations as might be necefiary

Da to
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to complete the plan of Parliamentary Reform j

not adverting to their recent and unanimous ap-

proval of a plan of reform, which they now vir-

tually difcarded as incomplete. But their hnmili-

ation was yet more apparent in the Addrefs voted

on the following day to the King, on the motion

of Mr. Flood, in the name of the Delegates of alf

(he Volunteers of Ireland, " expreffive of their duty

and loyalty, claiming the merits of their pail ex-

ertions, and imploring the King that their humble

with to have certain manifest perverfions of the

parliamentary reprefentation of that kingdom re-

medied by the Legiflature in fome reafonable de-

gree, might not be attributed to any fpirit of in-

novation, but to a fober and laudable defire to

uphold the Conftitution, to confirm the fatisfac-

tion of their fellow fubjects, and to perpetuate the

cordial union of both kingdoms." This act of

paflivc obedience and fubmiiTion being ended, the

Convention adjourn edyfrz^ die.

So unexpected and extraordinary a termination
*

of a bufinefs which had previoufly wore fo me-

nacing and formidable an afpect, merits fome at-

tention. The Convention probably did not at all

expect a conduct fo fpiritcd and deciiive on the

part of the Houfe of Commons. If they refolved

on the profecution of their plan, in direct contra-

vention to the declared fenfe of the Koufe, the

moft alarming confequences might be expected to

enfue.-
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enfue. Exclufive of the pcrfonal rifque which

they muft in that cafe necessarily incur as mem-

bers of an illegal and traitorous alTembly, they

unquestionably neither wifhed themfelves, nor was

it by any means clear that their constituents were

prepared to fupport them in any attempt to fub-

vert the eftablifned government by force. The

profpect of ultimate advantage bore no proportion

to the certainty and magnitude of the evil to be

encountered. Another confideration ofthe grcateft

moment was, that this Convention well knew

they did not really poflefs the confidence of the

nation, taking that term in its proper and moil

extenfive fenfe. It was an undoubted fact that

more than two thirds of the inhabitants of the

kingdom were Catholics, who, if the propofed

plan of reform had been adopted, would receive

no benefit from it ; and who were of courfe wholly

indifferent as to the fuccefs of it. By fome dar-

ing and decifive fpirits it was indeed propofed at

the provincial meetings, to place the Catholics in

the new order of things precifely upon the fame

footing with the Proteitants. This would indeed

have given irrefiftible weight to the application ;

but men capable of cool and fober reflection,

though firm and zealous friends to fafe and mo-

derate reform, were with reafon frartled at the

idea of fo novel and hazardous an experiment.

—

The notion of abitract rights, founded on a falfe

D 3 meta-
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metaphyfic theory, will never operate powerfully

but on the minds of fpcculatifts, who, remote

from fcenes of action and danger, " dream over

books, and leave mankind unknown."

The real practical enquiry with the generality

of perfonstm this grand queftion of universal

suffrage, as it undoubtedly ought to be on all

occafions of a political nature, was—What will

be the effect produced ? And it was obvious

that the recognition of this claim would at once

throw the entire power of the kingdom into the

hands of the Catholics ; and no credulity could

furely reach that degree of infatuation, as to ex-

pect a body of men fo ignorant, bigoted and fe-

rocious, as the collective mafs of the Irifh Catho-

lics, to make a wife and temperate ufe of the power

thus prepofteroufly put into their hands.

To reform the Government and Contlitution

upon Protectant principles, and ftill to prefcrve

the Proleftant afcendancy, was all that, in prefent

circumilances, the flate of the kingdom would

bear ; and all that an enlightened benevolence

would consequently aim to accomplifh. A libe-

ral and patriotic Proteftant Government would

undoubtedly relieve the Catholics from all pofi-

tive penalties, and grant them a participation of

all civil rights and privileges confident with a re-

gard to its own fafety. And in confequence of

the gradual and certain diffusion of knowledge

under



K. GEORGE III. 39

tinder a mild and beneficent government, there

-was good rcafon to hope that the time would at

no very diftant period arrive, when all dift'rae-*

tions might be fafely and for ever extinguiihcd.

The National Convention faw clearly the dilemma

to which it was reduced; but they chofe what

appeared to them the leaft of the two evils, and

rather than call in the aid of the great body of

Catholics, without which their ftrength was un-

equal to the contcft, they fubmitted quietly and

tamely to the challilcmcnt of that Government

Avhofc authority they had infultcd, and in a man-

ner defied : incurring by this means the cenfure

of the moderate for their violence, and of the vio-

lent for their moderation.

The Parliament of Ireland adjourned for the

Chrifcmas recefs, on the did of December (1783).

Previous to their fe-afJembling, that memorable

cninifterial revolution had taken place in England^

which advanced Mr. Pitt to the helm of govern-

ment, and the Duke of Rutland had in confe-

.vjuence fuperfeded the Earl of Northington in the

Viccroyalty of Ireland..

On the 13th of March {1784) Mr. Flood re~

newed his motion, as it was hoped by the friends

.of parliamentary reform, under more favorable

iiufpices, the new Englifh Minifter having diftin-

guimed himfelf as one of its moft eloquent and

zealous advocates, Mr. Yelverton having been

D4 for



4o K. GEORGE m.

for his recent fervices promoted to the high Na-

tion of Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exche-

quer, Mr. Fitzgibbon, who fucceeded him in the

office of iVttorney General, oppofed the prefent

motion with equal zeal, though he allowed that

as it now came before the Houfe in a regular and

confiitutional form, fupported by numerous peti-

tions from different parts of the kingdom, it was

entitled to refpect and attention. On the fecond

reading it was neverthelefs rejected on a divifion,-

by 159 to 85 voices.

This final decifion was received with fecret fa-

tisfaction by tbofe friends of reform who dreaded

the emancipation of the Catholics, as an evil yet

greater than the permanent- predominance of the

prefent fyftem of influence and corruption. But

the murmurs of the majority were diftinctly heard.

The Ulfter Volunteers, who had from the com-

mencement of the buflnefs flood confpicuous in

the van, prefented on a fubfequent occafion an N

addrefs to their General, the Earl of Charlemont,

exprefling " their fatisfaclion at the decay of thofe

prejudices which had fo long involved the nation

in feud and difunion—a difunion, which, by li-

miting the rights of suffrage, and circum-

fcribing the number of their citizens, had in a

great degree created and foftered the ariftocra-

tic tyranny, the fource of every grievance, and

againft which the public voice now unanimoufly

exclaimed."



K. GEORGE III. 41

exclaimed." The Earl of Charlemont, in reply,

coldly profefTed himfelf " free from every illiberal

prejudice againft the Catholics, but he could not

refrain from the moft ardent entreaties to the Vo-

lunteers, to defift from a purfuit that would fa-

tally clog and impede the profecution of their fa-

vorite purpofe ; and befought them not to in-

dulge any opinion which muft and would create

difunion." This anfwer being affiduoufly circu-

lated throughout the kingdom, effectually caufed,

or moft fcnfibly heightened that difunion which it

profefTed to deprecate. The object itfelf leaned

now relinquished in defpair, and the triumph of

the Court was complete.

The other grand object to which the attention

of the kingdom of Ireland was at this period di-

rected, related to the actual ftate of her com-

merce. The free trade granted to the. Irifh na-

tion had produced none of thofe advantages re-

fpecling which (lie had indulged fuch fanguine

and credulous expectations. The manufacturers,

and lower • clafTes of the people in general, were

expofed to all the evils arifing from the extremefl

indigence ; and it began to be clearly perceived,

that while the prefent fyftem of commercial in-

tercourfe with England fubfifted, there was little

profpect of a favorable change in the fituation of

Ireland. While all Englifh manufactures and

commodities were imported at a trifling per-

centage
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centagc ad valorem into the Irifh ports, duties

amounting nearly to a prohibition were impofed

upon the produce or manufactures of Ireland, with

one very important exception, that of linen, on

the importation into England. The general Voice

of the people of Ireland now loudly called for

protecting duties, in order to foitcr the in-

fant manufactures of that country, and to compel

the inhabitants to confume the produce of native

ingenuity and induftry.

On the 3 1 It of March Mr. Gardiner, member

for the county of Dublin, in an able fpeech de-

picted the diftrefles of (he kingdom, traced the

caufe, and pointed out the remedy. He con-

trafted the condition of the people of Ireland with

that of the people of England. He afked, " What

was the reafbn of fo vail a difference ? Were Irifh-

men lefs capable by nature of earning a livelihood

than their neighbors ? Was there any difadvan=-

tage in the nature of their climate, or was the

fituation of their country, a fituation adapted to

Tender them the general mart of Europe, fuch as

to prevent their profperity ? No people were more

laborious, more ingenious, or more active. There

was not any branch of manufacture in which they

were encouraged, that they had not carried to an

high degree of perfection. If then the evil did

not arife from any of thefe caufes, to what was

it tp be attributed, but to the vaft importation of

foreign
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foreign articles, by which a home confumption

was denied, and their manufactures nipped in the

bud ? Mr. Gardiner therefore called upon the

Houfe to cony the conduct ofEngland, of France,

and other commercial countries, hyfrofecl'mg their

manufactures at home. From an adherence to

the fyftem now recommended, England, notwith-

standing the preffure of an immenfe debt of two

hundred and forty millions, had attained, to a pitch'

of greatnefs truly aftoniihing."

At the conclufion of his fpeech, Mr. Gardiner

moved for an high duty on woollens imported

into the kingdom.—This, after a very warm de-

bate, was negatived by a vaft majority ; and the

whole fyftem of protecting duties ridiculed and re-

probated as futile, viiionary, and pernicious. At

the failure of this fecond grand attempt at relief

and reform, the difappointment of the people kin-

dled into rage, and the Ihort-lived popularity of

the new Viceroy, founded on the extreme unpo-

pularity in Ireland, no lefs than in England, of the

preceding Coalition Minifiry, was now in the fpacc

of a month

—

a little month—entirely at an end.

Such was the ftate of the metropolis at this

period, that it was thought neceflary to counter-

mand t|ie embarkation of leveral regiments def-

tined to the Eaft Indies, and to furnifh the gar-

rifon of Dublin, confining of about 4000 regu-

lar troops, with thirty rounds of powder and ball

per
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per man. Before the end of the fcflion an acklrefs

was unanimoufly voted by the Houfc ofCommons
to the Sovereign, reprefenting the diftreflcd ftate

of the kingdom, and praying for the eftablifhmcnt

of a more advantageous iyftem of commerce be-

tween Ireland and Great Britain ; and on the 14th

ofMay 1784 the Parliament was prorogued. The

iaft meafure adopted by this aflembly feemed in

fome meafure to calm the violence of the people,

and to fufpend the effervefcence of their anger and

difcontent.

On the 7th of June an extraordinary meeting

of the aggregate body of the citizens of Dublin was

convened by the Sheriffs, in which they came to

Several important refolutions, declaratory of " the 4

clear, original, and imprefcriptiblc right of the peo-

ple of Ireland to a frequent election, and an equal

reprefentation. They call upon the nation to unite

with them in the meafures necefiary to its intro-

duction, and in prefenting petitions to the King

for a diflblution of the exiftittg Parliament. They

affert, that the force of the State confifts in the

union of the inhabitants—that an equal participa-

tion in all the rights of a man and a citizen was

proper, henceforth, to engage all the members of

the State to co-operate efficaciouiTy for the greateft

general good. Finally, that it would be of the

happieit confequence to the profperity of the State,

and the maintaining of civil liberty, to extend to

their

m
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their brethren, the Roman Catholics, the right

of suffrage as fully as was compatible with the

maintenance ofthe Protestant Government*

In an addrefs to the people of Ireland, they pro-

pofethe election of five delegates from each county,

city, and confiderable'town, to meet in Dublin,

October 25 next enfuing, in' National Con-

gress. On the 9th of Auguft, Refolutions nearly

iimilar were agreed to at a general meeting of the

Freeholders of the County of Dublin ; and a peti-

tion was alfo voted by them to the King for a dif-

lblution ofthe prefent Parliament. On application

being made to the Lord Lieutenant to tranfmit

thefe petitions to England, his Grace without he-

fitation u declared it to be his duty fo to do. At
the fame time he informed them that he fhould

not fail to accompany them with his entire dilap-

. -probation, as they included unjuft and indecent

reflections Upon the Laws and the Parliament of

Ireland, and as they tended to foment fatal dhTen-

fions among the people."

The town of Belfaft, diflinguifhed much more

for its zeal than its difcretion in the caufe of li-

berty, nearly at the fame time voted a petition of

a nature moft extraordinary, and in the highefr,

degree exceptionable, to the King, which they

tranfmitted £0 Mr. Pitt, in order to its being pre-

fented by the Minifter to the Sovereign. The
prayer of the petition was, " That the King would

be
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be pleafed to diflblve the prcfcnt, and to ifilie the

writs neceflary for the afTembling of a new Parlia-

. ment, according to the tlan of representa-

tion which Should be agreed upon in the Na-
tional Congress of the 25th of October." Mr.

Pitt in reply very calmly and forcibly remarked,

" That he had undoubtedly been and ftill continued

a zealous friend to a reform in Parliament, but he

mufl beg leave to lay that he had been fo on

grounds very different from thofc adopted in the

petition. What was there propofed he considered

as tending to produce ftill greater evils than any

of thofe which the friends of reform were defirous

to remedy. He had great concern in differing fo

widely on this fubject from a body ofmen who pro-

feffed to be guided by motives of loyalty and reve-

rence for the Conftitution : but animated himfelf

by the fame motives, and fincerely anxious for the

profperity and freedom of every part of the Britifh

Empire, he had thought it his duty to communi-

cate to them his fentiments with fairnefs and pre-

cifion."

Confcious of its ftrength, notwithstanding the

extreme unpopularity of its meafurcs, the Govern-

ment of Ireland did not long content itfclf with a

cold cxpreflion of difapprobation at the proceed-

ings now in contemplation. The aoth of Sep-

tember had been fixed upon as the day for electing'

five delegates to reprefent the city of Dublin in

National



K. GEORGE III. 47

National Congress. A fhort time previous to

the intended meeting, Mr. Fitzgibbon, the Attor-

ney General, wrote a letter to the Sheriffs, " expref-

iing his aftonifhment at having read a public fum-

mons figned by them for this purpofe—and de-

claring them refponiiblc for fuch outrageous breach

of their duty to the laws of their country, and fig-

nifying his refolution to proceed officially againfl:

them." The Sheriffs, in a conflernation at this

menace, refufed to take any part in the bufinefs.

After fome embarraffinent and delay, five delegates

were neverthelefs chofen, and a refolution pafled,

declaring the conduct of the Attorney General to

be a violation of Magna Charta. The Attorney

General, holding this refolution in contempt, ac-

tually filed informations againlt the High Sheriffs

of various countiesj for convening and prefiding at

fimilar meetings. Notwithstanding all obftacles,

the National Congress met on the 25th of

October (1 784). After a feffion of three days only,

finding their numbers on the return very incom-

plete, they adjourned to the 20th ofJanuary 1785 ;

having previoufly palled feveral refolutions, im-

porting, that the appointment of that affcmbly, and

the fteps that had been taken, were in entire con-

formity with the Conftitution of Ireland.

On the fame day commenced the fecond feffion

of the Parliament of Ireland; and in a fhort time

Mr.
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Mr. Orde, Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, laid

before the Houfe, in a feries of propositions, the

grand commercial regulations digefted, during the

recefs, into a regular fyftem. There were two

plans obvioufly and radically different, on which a

permanent arrangement might be formed on the

balls of equality— i. A fyftem of mutual prohibi-

tion, i. A fyftem of mutual admiffion. The
propositions, eleven in number, moved by Mr.

Orcle, were framed in conformity to the latter, and

beyond comparifon the wifer of thefe oppofite

fyftems.

An arrangement founded on the bafis of mutual

prohibition, or, in the more favorite and fafhionable

language, ofprotecting duties, would have been fatal

to the great ftaple manufactory of linens im-

ported into England, not only duty-free, but with

the pofitive advantage ofa bounty. On the fyftem

of prohibition Ireland would have been totally de-

prived of the Colonial traffic ; and the city of Cork,

the emporium of the kingdom, and the grand

mart of the Weft Indian and victualling trade,

would have been precipitated from the height of

profperity into the depth of diftrefs and ruin. It

would have amounted to a virtual declaration of

national enmity and hoftility ; and there was good

reafon to fear left Ireland fhould have funk under

the Weight of fo unequal and dangerous a compe-

tition.
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tition. On the other hand, the fyftem of amicable

equalization was open to very plaufible and even

feribus objections.

Such was the prodigious inferiority of Ireland in

almoft every branch of traffic, that were the high

prohibitory importation duties repealed by Eng-

land, there was but little ground to hone that Ireland

would for many years to come find herfelf mate-

rially or fenfibly benefited. It was urged by Mr.

Flood and other Members in the oppofition, that

the greater object was now about to be facrificed

to the lefs ; Ireland had allied for bread, and Eng-

land had given her a ftone; me had afked for pro-

tecting duties, and fhe was offered equalization
;

amid a parade of conceffion the real defideratum

was withheld. This might be compared to the

procedure of a certain company of (trolling players?

who advertifed the tragedv of Hamlet, in which

the part of Hamlet was by particular c
T

e ne to be

omitted. By the propofed regulations Ireland was

indeed at liberty to fend her woollens to Leeds and

Halifax, and her coals to Sunderland and Newcaftle.

England would not fuffer, even under the new

fyftem, the exportation of her raw wool to Ireland

;

but then Ireland was at liberty, when the quality

of her wool was improved, and the price lowered, to

retaliate, by prohibiting the exportation of Irifli

wool to England—and this was called equality.

The ftarving woollen manufacturer of Ireland was

Vol. IV. E m
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in the mean time left to perffh; and if he prefumed

to complain,, he was told that he ought to reft fatis-

ficd, for that the. linen manufacture would under

the new fyftem flonrifh more than ever.

By the laft propofition it was refolvcd, " that

whatever fum the grofs hereditary revenue of the

kingdom fhoukl produce above the amount of the

regular peace efiablifhment, iliould be appropriated

towards the fupport of the naval force of the em-

pire, in fuch manner as the Parliament of Ire-

land (hall direcV' This was inveighed againft as-

a palpable collufion—an artifice by which a re-

venue was to be railed in Ireland, to be afterwards

applied to the advantage of Great Britain. Had

England, it was afked, ever entered into a war on

the account of Ireland ? Had the ever equipped a

fhip more than (lie would have done had Ireland

been funk into the abyiles of the ocean ? Were

Ireland entirely independent of and unconnected

with England, it was forcibly afierted that the

Minifter who ihould form a treaty of commerce

with England on the foundation of thefe refolu-

tionSj would deferve to be impeached for facri-

flcing the efiential interefts of Ireland. In the heat

and paffion of debate, it was affirmed to be fortu-

nate for Mr. Orde that he was at prefent in a civi-

lized country ; had he brought forward his plan in*

a Polifh Diet, he would not have lived to carry

back his anfwer.

o Not-
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Notwithstanding thefc reafonings and invec-

tives, the good fenfe and moderation of the Houfe

were well fatisfied with the conceffions made by

England, fo far furpaffing what the moil fanguine

expectation a few years fince could have ventured

to indulge. The proportions were received not

only with approbation, but with joyful applaufe,

and were ultimately ratified by a very decifive ma-

jority of the Houfe. In the mean time the Na-

tional Congress had continued its fittings al-

rnoft unregarded. In a brief and final addrefs to

the people of Ireland, this afiembly obferved, " that

if the abufes of former Parliaments did not infpire

a diflrufl of thofe which were to come—if the ve-

nerable opinion of thofe illuflrious men who were

now no more, and the affiilance of thofe whofe

prefent labors co-operated with them in the fame

purfuit, had no influence to awaken their fears, to

animate their efforts, and to invigorate their hopes,

this and every Other endeavor mull fink into ob-

livion ; and they would fhortly repofe in indolent

acquiefcence, under fuch a reprefentation as would

gall themfelves and their poflerity with increafing

taxes and oppreflions."

After long delay Mr. Flood, on the 12th of

May (1785), prefented once more his Bill for ef-

fecting a Reform in the Reprefentation, fomewhat

varied from that of the lafl year. A previous mo-

tion of the fame fenator, " that it be an inilru<Stion

E % to
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to the Committee appointed to prepare the Bill, that'

no borough in the province of Connaught having'

lefs than forty,- or in the other provinces having

Ids than feventy electors, fhould be permitted to

return more than one Member' to Parliament,"

was negatived without a divifron. On the intro-

duction of the Bill Mr. Brownlow obferved, " that

be greatly doubted indeed whether there was virtue

enough in that Houfc to pais-! the Bill ; but what-

ever might be its fate, he wouM be bold to' affirm,

that lboncr or later the reform lb repeatedly de-

nied would And must be given." Mr. Flood

remarked, " that when his firft Bill of Reform was

prefented to that Houfc, the objection was, that it

was prefented on the point of a bayonet—the #/V-

drawn dagger of Macbeth had appeared to the af-

fricrhtencd imagination and confeience oftheHoufe.

Thefe apprehensions had at length fubfid'ed;a more

favorable treatment misrht now therefore be rea-

fonably expected. At Icatt he called on the Houfe

to permit the printing of the Bill, that the voice of

the public might be heard reflecting it; and not,

lik'c mutes in a fcraglio, to firangle it on that day

while in the ait of challenging a fair and free trial

and difcuffion." The Bill was neverthelcfs with

little ceremony rejected, on a divifion of 1 12 to 60

voices.

It is now proper to revert to the Hate of affairs

in England. On the 24th of January (1785) the

feffioti
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feifion was opened with a fpeech from the Throne,

the principal feature of which was the recommen-

dation of the King to the two Houfes of Parliament,

ll to apply their carneft attention to the adjuftment

of fuch points in the commercial kitercourfc be-

tween Great Britain and Ireland as are not yet

finally arranged." The flrlt bufinefs which at-

tracted the notice of the Houfe of Commons was

the ftate of the Wefrminfler Scrutiny, which had

nowexifted for a period of eight months. In this

time two pariihes only had been fcrutinized—the

remit was, that 105 votes had been ftruckoffthe

poll of Mr. Fox, and 87 from that of Sir Cecil

Wray, the examination ofwhich was not yet clofed.

Fifteen pariihes more remained for future invefti-

gation, fo that there exifted but little apparent pro-

bability that the queftion relative to the return

would be decided before the next general election.

The miferable imbecility of what was now for the

€rft time dignified by the appellation of the Court
of Scrutiny, was expofed in the moll (arcaftic

and contemptuous terms. The High Bailiff had

no power to fummon witncfTes, to impofc an oath,

or to commit for contumacy. The fcrutiny was

evidently a mere perfonal acx of revilion, and the

High Bailiff himfelf declared that he acted under

the folc authority of the refolution of that Route.

Mr. Pitt, however, condefcended to vindicate

the proceedings of this mock judicature, and main-

E 3 tained
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tained with unaltered countenance, " that the ex-

pcdiency of the fcrutiny was amply justified by the

experiment." Mr. Fox, with generous and indig-

nant wannth, replied, " that he well remembered

the day when he congratulated the Houfe on the

acquilition of Mr. Pitt's fplendid abilities ; it had

been his pride to fight in conjunction with him the

battles of the Conftitution ; he had been ever ready

to recognize in the Right Hon. Gentleman a for-

midable rival, who would leave him far behind in

the purfuit of glory—but he had never expected

that this rival would become his pcrfecutor. He
thought he had pofTeflcd an elevation of mind

wholly incompatible with fo low and grovelling a

paffion. He confidercd the prefent meafure with

regard to Wcftminiler, as a Juccedanmm to expul -

fion. The cafe of the Middlefex elcclion, fo much

reprobated, had at leaffc the merit of being more

manly; for the procedure now adopted accom-

plifhed the fame end of expulfion, without daring

io exhibit any charge againft the pcrfon expelled."

. The motion of Mr. Wclbore Ellis, " that the

High Bailiff do attend at the bar of this Houfe,"

was at length negatived, February 9, (1785) by a

majority of 174 to 135 voices. This being fuch a

majority as by no means difcouraged future efforts,

a fimilar motion was foon after made by Colonel

Fitzpatrick ; this was negatived by a majority of

nine voices only. And on the 3d of March,, being a

third



K. GEORGE III. 55

third time repeated by Mr. Alderman Sawbridgc, it

was carried in the affirmative, ayes 162, noes 124;

leaving the Minifter, and the veteran phalanx of

courtiers and Klngsfr'ievJs, in one of the moil' dis-

graceful minorities ever known in theBritifli Ho nib

of Commons.

Mr. Fox now asMember for Weftminiter moved

to expunge the refolutions of the 8th of June laft,

relative to thrs buiinefs, from the Journals of the

Houfe ; but the Minifter, now ferioufly alarmed,.,

fummoned all his ftrength to oppofe this attempt

to redeem the honor of the Houfe thus wilfully

and wantonly degraded ; and on a divirion it was

carried in the negative, ayes 139, noes 244. For-

tunately for Mr. Pitt, the public attention was

quickly turned to another and higher fubjccT: of

political difcuffion, in which he appeared in a light

far different—*fuch indeed as tended to revive in

his favor all the former flattering prepofleffions of

thofe who viewed the late proceedings in Parlia-

ment with inexpreilible regret and aftonifhment.

On the i8ch of April (1785) Mr. Pitt brought

forward his iinal plan for a reform in the reprcfen-

tation, in fome degree varying from his preceding

attempts, and in all refpeets guarded, temperate,

and judicious. ? He role, he faid, with hopes in-

finitely more fanguine than he had ventured to

entertain at any former period. There never was

a moment when the minds of men were more en-

E 4 lightened
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lightened on this interefting topic, or more pre-

pared for its difcuffion. He declared his prefent

plan of reform to be perfectly coincident with the

fpirit of thofe changes which had taken place in the.

cxercife of the elective ftancnife from the earlieit

ages, and not in the leafl allied to the fpirit of in-

novation. So far back as the reign of Edward I.

before which the component orders of the repre-

fentative body could not be diilinctly traced, the

franchifc of election had been conftantly fluctuat-

ing. As one borough decayed and another flou-

rithed, the llrft was abolifhed and the fecond in-

veftcd with the right. Even the reprefentation of

the counties had not been uniform. King James F.

in his iirll proclamation for calling a parliament,

directed that the Sheriffs fhould not call upon fuch

decayed and ruined Boroughs to fend Members to

that Parliament. For this difcretion, as veiled in

the Crown, he was certainly no advocate; but he

wiihed to efcablifh a permanent rule to operate like.

the difcretion out of which the Confii'cution had

fprung—-that the principleon which it was founded

lhould be refcued from the accident and caprice in

which it was unhappily involved. He wifhed to

bring forward apian that fhould be complete, gra-

dual, and permanent ; a plan that not only cor-

rected the inequalities of the prefent fyftem, but

which would be competent to preferve the purity

it reftoredj and give to the Conftitution not only

confiilency,
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confiilcncy, but, if poflible, immortality. It was

his defign that the actual number of the Houfe of

Commons (houid be preferved inviolate. His im-

mediate object was to felect a certain number of

the decayed and rotten boroughs, the right of re-

presentation attached to thirty-fix of which mould

be transferred to the counties, in fuch proportions

as the wifdom of Parliament might prescribe ; and

\hat all unnece/Iary harfhnefs might be avoided, he

recommended the appropriation of a fund of one

million to be applied to the purchafing of the fran-

chile of fuch boroughs, on their voluntary applica-

tion to Parliament. When this was effected, he

propofed to extend the bill to the purchafing the

franchife of other boroughs, betides the original

thirty-fix ; and to transfer the right of returning

Mernbers to large towns, hitherto unreprefented,

upon their petitioning Parliament to be indulged

with this privilege."

The other moil important particulars ofMr. Pitt's

plan were the admitting of copyholders to an equa-

lity with freeholders, and the extending the fran-

chife in populous towns, where the electors wTere

few, to the inhabitants in general. The refult of this

plan was to give one hundred Members to the po-

pular intereft in the kingdom, and to extend the

right of election to one hundred thouiand perfons,

who, by thcexifiing provifions of the law, were ex-

cluded from it. This was a very wife and excel-

lent! v
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lently digcftcd plan, which did great honor to the

framer ; and the eloquence, ability, and vigor, with

which it was fupportcd, left no reafonable ground

of doubt as to the Sincerity with which it was

brought forward.

The moil important animadversion in the courie

of the debate to which this motion gave rife, was

made by Mr. Fox, who, jultly remarking " that

government was not a property, but a trufr,'*

ftrongly objected to the idea of purchasing fran-

chifes of boroughs, which from their insignificance

were no longer entitled to fend Members to Par-

liament—" whatever was given for constitutional

purpofes Should be refumed when thofe purpofes

were no longer anfwered." With this and fome

other lefs important exceptions, IMr. Fox beftowed

upon the plan of the Minifter a very jult and liberal

tribute of praife; and it yet remains a doubt, whe-

ther, upon the ground of expediency, Mr. Pitt was

not fully juftified in proposing that regulation which

the more unaccommodating and decided policy of

Mr. Fox difdaincd to approve.

On the other hand, the whole plan was repro--

bated and ridiculed by Mr. Powys, as " the mere

knight-errantry of a political Quixote. It was an

example, a precedent, an incitement, to the wildeft

and mofl paradoxical nqftrums that Speculative theo-

rists could devife. T*iey got by it what Archi-

medes wanted—a foundation for their inventions—

afulcrum
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afulcrum from which they could throw the Parlia-

ment and Conflitution of England into the air.

He could not contemplate it with any degree of

patience. He mould not treat it, therefore, with

the ceremony of calling for the order of the day
5

but as its purpoles were fo hoitile to the Confli-

tution, fo menacing and unqualified, he would

meet the queiiion m iront by giving it a direct and

unequivocal contradiction. It cannot be fuppofed,

owing to the fuperior force of fuch arguments as

thefe, that on a divirion, after a long-protracted

debate, the Bill was rejected by a majority of 248

^0 1 74 voices.

In confequenee of the very able reports prefented

from time to time by the Commiffioners of Ac-

counts appointed by Act of Parliament, Mr. Pitt

in the courfe of thjeprefent fcflion brought in three

feveral Bills, for the better auditing and examining

the public accounts, and for the regulation and re-

form ofthe public offices, which pafled both Houfes

with much applaufe, and no material oppofition.

The balances of the Navy and Ordnance Offices

were by thefe Bills ordered, as thofe of the Pay-

mafter of the Forces by a former regulation, to be

paid into the Bank. The antient mode ofproceed-

ing by the Auditors of the Imprcft was abolimed.

as wholly frivolous and nugatory, though the per-

quifites of the Auditors were cftimated at no Iefs

than 34,oool. annually in times of peace, and dur-

ing
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ing the war they had rifen to a height incredibly

enormous. A new and efficient commiffion of

examination and control was inftituted ; many

of the inferior departments of office, or heads of

fervice, were confolidated ; and the whole now af-

fumed the appearance of a regular and rational

fvftem.

The remaining part of the-floating arrear of debt,

confifting of navy bills and ordnance debentures,

was now funded on five percent. ftock ; and the in-

tereft, amounting to above four hundred thoufand

pounds per annum, was provided b} eft taxes;

one of which, a tax on retail fhops, calculated at-

one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds per

annum, proved Angularly obnoxious. It was faid

to be, under a new denomination, neither more

nor lefs than a partial houfe tax ; and the whole

body of retail traders were univerfally agreed, that

it \vas utterly impracticable, for obvious rea&rie,

to indemnify themfelves by railing the price of

their different commodities upon the conl'umcr.

By way of recoinpcnfc or douceur to the fhop-

keeper, Mr. Pitt propofed, by a deed of unprece-

dented opprcilion, proceeding certainly from pre-

judice or inattention rather than any fixed ma-

lignity of defign, to revoke and take away the

licence from all hawkers and pedlars, whom he

Jryled " a pelt to the community, and a nurfery

ffftj medium for the prefervation of illicit trade."

That
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That this clafs of traders were engaged in, and

derived their chief fupport from illicit practices*,-

was a very heavy and ferious charge, and ought

to have been clearly proved at the bar of the

Houfe, in order to have juftihed a meafure of fuch

unexampled feverity, and of a nature fo highly

penal. Far from being the fefis of fociety, an

impartial and dilinterefted perfon can difcern in

thefe itinerant traders, only an indunrious clafs of

men, who pnrfue an occupation perfectly innocent

in itfelf, and highly ufeful to the inhabitants of

fmall towns and villages, who would otherwife

f>nd it difficult to procure the various articles of

merchandize with which they are thus occafionally

fupplied. Upon what principle of equity or juftice

any government could exercife the power of pre-

venting thefe people from enjoying the fruits of

their honefr labor, and of devoting them to re^

medilefs ruin, it is finely difficult, or rather im-

poflible, to difcover.

Mr. Fox, ftruck with the inhumanity and utter

rndefenfibility of the propofed regulation, gene-

roufly and powerfully pleaded, in conjunction with

Mr. Dempfier,Mr. Courtney, and other Gentlemen,

though with very incomplete fuccefs, in behalf of

this friendlefs and unprotected defcription of men.

In the refult, the prohibition was changed to a

heavy duty, which combined with other fevere re-

ftrictions would, it was hoped, effect the fame ul-

timate
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timate purpofe. u Had we been informed," fays

a very intelligent and truly philanthropic writer

(Lord Gardenftone,) fpcaking of this prohibitory

regulation, " that Nadir Sha, or any other oricn-

ral defpot, had invented a tax for the purpofe of

exterminating the object of it, we fhould natu-

rally have exclaimed, that this was the extremity

of oppreffion." The principle of this Bill was

in the coiirfe of the debate truly affirmed by Mr.

Dempfter to be" no lefs iniquitous than that of

the expulfion of the Morifcocs from Spain, or

of the Husruenots from France.

But the fubjeel which chiefly engaged the at-

tention of Parliament during the prefent fcflion

wras, the projected plan of commercial intercourfe

with Ireland. In the opening of this important

bufmefs, Mr. Pitt made fome excellent obferva-

tians on " the fpecies of policy which had been

long exercifed by the Englifh government in re-

gard to Ireland, the object of which was, to debar

her from the enjoyment and ufe of her own re-

fourccs, and to make her completely fubfervicnt

to the intereft and opulence of this country. Some

relaxation of this fyftem had taken place indeed at

an early period of the prefent century ;—more

had been done in the reign of King George II.

but it was not till within a very few years that the

fyftem had been completely rcverfed. Still how-

ever the future intercourfe between the two king-

tj» domS
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cloms remained for Wiflative wifdom to arrange

,

and the Propositions moved by Mr. Orde in

the Irim. Parliament, and ratified by that afTem-

blv, held ont, he faid, a iyftem liberal, beneficial,

and permanent *. If the queflion fhonld be afked,

whether,

w
* Thefe famous Fropofitions, eleven in number, were in pur-

port and fubftance, and divefted of their technical form, as fol-

lows : ^^
I. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that it is highly-

important to the general intereil of the Britifh empire, that

the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be encouraged and

extended as much as poffible, and for that purpofe, that the in-

tercourse and commerce be finally fettled and regulated on per-

manent and equitable principles for the mutual benefit of both

Countries.

II. That all articles, not the gtowth or manufacture of Great

Britain or Ireland, fhould be imported into each kingdom from

the other, reciprocally, at the fame duties to which they are

liable when imported directly from the place of their product

;

and that all duties originally paid on the importation into either

country refpectively, (hall be fully drawn back on exportation

to the other.

III. That no prohibition fhould exifl in either country againft

the importation of any article of the other, and that the duty £& ,*

on importation fhould be precifely the fame in both countries,

except where an addition may be necefTary in confequence of

an internal duty on any fuch article of its own confumptfon.

IV. That where the duties on articles of the product of either

Country are different on the importation' into the other, they

fhould be reduced where they are higheft to the amount paya-

ble in the other ; aad that all fuch articles fhould be exportable

from the kingdom into which they fhall be imported as free

from

*

**
#3*
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whether, under the accumulation of our heavy

taxes, it would be wife to equalize the duties, and.

to enable a country free from thofe taxes to meet

us in their own market and in ours, be would an-

fwer, that Ireland, with an independent Lcgifla-

ture, would no longer fubmit to be treated with

inferiority. A great and generous effort was to

be made by this country j and we were to choo'fe

between

from duty, as the fimilar Commodities or home manufacture of

the fame kingdom.

V. That in all cafes where either kingdom (hall charge arti-

cles of its own confumption with an internal duty ; the fame ar-

ticles, when imported from the other, may be charged with a

duty adequate to countervail the internal duty.

VI. That no prohibition or new duty fhall hereafter be im-

pofed in either kingdom on the Importation of any article tht

product of the other, except fuch additional duties as may be

requifite to countervail the duties on internal confumption.

VII. That no prohibitions or new duties fhall be hereafter

impofed on the exportation of any article of native growth, ex-

cept fuch as either kingdom may think expedient from time

to time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and bifcuit ; and alfo,

except where there now exifts any prohibition not reciprocal,

or duty not equal ; in every fuch cafe, the prohibition may be

made reciprocal, or the duties raifed fo as to make them equal.

VIII. That no bounties whatever fhould be payable in either

kingdom on the exportation of any article to the other, except

fuch as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, ana bifcuits, and fuch

as are in the nature of drawbacks or eompenfation for duti-es

paid; and that no bounty fhould be granted in Ireland. on-

the exportation of any article imported from the Britifn planta-

tions,

* ft
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between inevitable alternatives. Our manufac-

tures however were fo decidedly fuperior to theirs,

that the immunities propofed would be in fact,

and for many years to come, productive of little

alteration. It would require time for the acqui-

fition of both capital and ikill ; and as thefe in-

creafed, the difference between the price of labor

there and in this country would be inceflantly

diminifhing. After all, there might, he admitted,

be fome branches of manufacture in which Ire-

land might rival and perhaps excel England. But

tions, unlefs in cafes where a fimilai!' bounty is payable in Bri-

tain ; or where fuch bounty is merely in the nature of a draw-

back or compenfation for duties paid internally, over and above

any duties paid thereon in Britain.

IX. That the importation of articles from foreign States

fhould be regulated in each kingdom, fo as to afford an effectual

preference to flmilar articles of the growth and .produce of the

other.

X. That it is effential to the commercial interefts of Ireland*

to prevent as much as poffible an accumulation of national debt

;

that therefore it is highly expedient that the annual revenue of

this kingdom mall-be made equal to its annual expence.

XI. That whatever fum the grofs hereditary revenue of the £

kingdom, after deducting all drawbacks, repayments, or boun-

ties granted in the nature of drawback*, (hall produce above the

fum of fix hundred and fifty-fix thoufand pounds in each.'year

of peace, wherein the annual revenue fhall equal the annual ex-

pence, and in each year of war, without regard to fuch equality,

mould be appropriated towards the fupport of the naval force of

the empire, in fuch manner as the Parliament of Ireland fliall

direct.

Vol. IV. F this
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this ought not to give us pain. We muft calcu-

late from general and not from partial views'.

Above all, we fhoulcl learn not to regard Ireland

with an eye of jealouly. It required little philo-

fophy to reconcile us to a competition which

would give us a rich cuftomer inilead of a poor one.

The profperity of the lifter kingdom would be a

frefh and incxhauflible fource of opulence to us."

Thefe comprehenlive and liberal ideas, fa

oppofite to the wifdom and policy of pail ages,

were on this great and interefting occafion re-

ceived by the Britifh Houfe of Commons with

general complacency and approbation, and by the

Public at large with apparent tranquillity and ac-

quiefeence. The vaftnefs of the plan, and the

multiplicity and complexity of the objects which

it embraced, feemed to keep the public mind in

a kind of fufpenfc ; and for near a month after

its rirft introduction, there were no indications dif-

cernible of fcrious or determined oppofition. . Mr.

Fox, indeed, at the onfet of the bulinefs, com-

menced the attack, by farcaftically obferving, that

by far the greater part of Mr. Pitt's fpecch was

little elfe than a reply to that of Mr. Ode in the

Iriih Houfe of Commons. In Ireland, the Pro-

positions had been itatcd as in the higheft degree

advantageous to that country ; as rendering it the

emporium of Europe, and the fource and fupply

of the Britifh markets. Here the great recom-

mendation



K. GEORGE III. 67

lnendation of the fyftem was, that the benefits ac-

cruing to Ireland were, if not wholly vifionary, at

belt trivial and remote;—4hat Ireland could not

rival England;—that (he was poor and feeble,

and would very long in all probability remain fo.

He muft, however, do Mr. Orde the juftice to ack-

nowledge, that his arguments were far the moll

folid and convincing. As to the report of the

Privy Council, to whom the consideration of this

bufinefs had been* previoufly referred, Mr. Fox re-

marked, " that a queftion which appeared to him

of primary importance had been entirely over-

looked by them ; he meant the propriety and po-

licy of permitting the produce of Africa and Ame-
rica to be brought into Great Britain through Ire-

land. By this meafure, we threw down the whole

fabric of our Navigation Laws. The period was

not very diftant when the Charter of the Eaft India

Company would expire ; and, according to the

tenor of the refolutions now propofed, there re-

mained no power in this country to renew it with

the fame, or indeed any exclufive privileges. Mr.

Fox cenfured the precipitancy With which this bu-

finefs was urged, and contended for the neceflity

of calling the merchants and manufacturers to

the bar of the Houfe, in order that the Houfe

might be fully informed in a cafe of this moment-

ous nature, before they proceeded to vote a defi-

nitive refolution."

Fz On
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On the 14th of March, Mr. Eden moved,

that the Commifrioners of Cuftoms and Excife

fhould be examined at the bar of the Houfe

;

which was carried in the affirmative.

On the fame day, a Petition was prefented by

Mr. Stanley, member for Lancafhire, from the

manufacturers of that county, praying to be heard

by Counfcl againft the Bill. Petitions were like-

wife prefented from Liverpool, Glafgow, and

Manchefter. The malign fpirit of commercial

jealoufy appeared to be at length thoroughly

awakened, and Petitions upon Petitions were fent

up to Parliament, in incredible numbers, from every

quarter of the kingdom. At the end of a long and

tedious invefligation of facts and. examination of

witncfTes, Mr. Pitt was reluctantly compelled to

acknowledge the neceffity of making fome mate-

rial alterations and amendments in his original

plan.

On the 1 2th of May 1785, Mr. Pitt brought

forward, in confequence of the additional lights-

thus thrown upon the bulinefs, a ieries of Propo-

rtions, fo altered, modified, and enlarged as to

exhibit in its new form what might well be con-

fidered as a new fyftem.

Mr. Fox, in the language of triumph, congra-

tulated the Houfe on the happy efcape they had

made from the lyilem propofed by the Chancellor

of the. Exchequer but two months fince ; all op-

1 pofition
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pofition. to which was then treated as the effect

of faction and difappointment. " If," faid Mr.

Fox, " the original refolutions had paffed, we

fhould have loft for ever the monopoly of the Eafi

India trade ; we nrnft have hazarded all the

revenue arifing from fpirituous liquors; we

Ihould have facrificed the whole of the Naviga-

tion Laws of this country. If thefe refolutions

had palled into a law, we fhould have rifqued the

lofs of the Colonial market for the manufactures

of Great Britain, and incurred the moft extenfive

danger to the Colonics themfelves; we fhould have

left it in the power of Ireland to have drawn a reve-

nue from our confumption. The juft alarm of

the Minifter on the fubjecl: of the Navigation

Laws," Mr. Fox faid, u
. fuirlciently appeared from

the extraordinary nature of the remedy he had'

thought it expedient to adopt, which was no other

than to aflert that, notwithftanding the indepen-

dence of Ireland, the muft ftill in commercial

laws and external legiflation be governed by Bri-

tain." Mr. Fox affirmed, "that the wild fcheme

of extravagant fpeculation comprized in the relb-^

lutions, did not originate with the Iriih nation,

A ftranger had been fent thither to offer a nqftnim

of his own invention for the relief of a difordered

State. For the irritation and ill humour exiiling

in that country, Minifters were reiponfible. The

violences which they committed in Ireland merited

F 3 the
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the moll decifive and general reprobation. Their

attacks on the liberty of the prefs;—their endeavors

to prevent legal meetings, for the purpofe of deli-

berating on the beft means of reforming the national

reprefentation ;—their proceedings againft men by

fummary attachment, were meafures which might

well be fuppofed to inflame the minds of the peo-

ple of Ireland. Now imprudent infult was to be

compenfated by imprudent conceffion. But let

the Houfe beware of a defign fo infidious and

ruinous as that of a commutation of Englifh com-

merce for Irifh flavery. The Propoiitions, as they

were even now modified, were far too compli-

cated and cxtenfive to be voted by the majority

of the members of that Houfe, on any other

ground than that of confidence in the Minifter

:

and furely the Right Honorable Gentleman had

fufficiently demonftrated, that implicit confidence

in him was as dangerous as it was abfurd ; that

infallibility was no more his prerogative, than that

of the reft of the world." The Houfe at length

divided on the motion of adjournment, ayes, 155,

noes 281; and at eight o'clock in the morning,

the firft refolution, broken into two diftincl: propo-

sitions in the new arrangement, pafied the Houfe.

The remaining refolutions were fubfequently car-

ried after an obftinate conteft ; and on the 30th

of May they were carried up to the Houfe of

Jyords,

Here
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Here they were again the fubjeel of long and

laborious inveftigation ; in the courfe of which the

Lords Stormont and Loughborough chiefly diftin-

guifhed themfelves on the part of Oppofition.

Various amendments, though not of very mate-

rial import, were offered and received by the

Houfe. In the progrefs of the bufinefs, the Earl

of Shelburne, recently created Marquis of Lanf-

downe, made a remarkable fpeech, which, though

not unfavorable to the mealure before the Houfe,.

clearly manifefted how little cordiality fubfiftcd

between that Nobleman and the prefent Miniftcr,

nohvithflanding their former intimate political

connection ;—fo frail are the friendthips and fo

tranfient the attachments of Statefmen !—The
Marquis entered into a very mailerly furvey of

the construction and general effect of the pro-

pofed arrangement. He declared " the refult

of his enquiry to be very oppolite to that of the

merchants and manufacturers, however refpectable,

who had been, examined at their Lordfhips' bar.

Though much valuable information might doubt-

iefs be derived from their evidence, it mufr not

be forgotten that they were men peculiarly fub-

jeet to prejudice and error, in all cafes where their

perfonal intereft was concerned. Were any one,

for iriftance, to afk a manufacturer of Halifax,

1 what was the greatcft crime upon earth ? was

it felony, was it murder, was it parricide?' he

F 4 would
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would anfwcr, ' No—none of thefc ; it was the

exporting of wool*.' His Lordfhip declared

himfelf of opinion, that the unlimited com-

merce of Ireland would not create a formidable

competition to England. Ireland, deftitute as

fhe was of the grand materials for fhip-building,

timber and iron, was incapable of the carrying

trade, and had little capital. Thefe were dif-

advantages not to be eafily or fpeedily furmount-

ed. The Noble Lord faid, he was himfelf recent-

ly arrived from the groves of Bowood, and had

not entered into any accurate or minute inveftiga-

tion of this bufinefs. But Miniilers muft have been

loft in the moll criminal infatuation, if they had

not prepared this great lyftem with due and pro-

per deliberation—if they had not made themfelves

mafters of its bearings and tendencies. He placed

the utmoft reliance on the integrity and abilities of

the Nobleman now at the head of affairs in Ireland,

* When the famous Colbert applied to the principal mer-

chants in France, to know what regulations would be bell cal-

culated to improve the manufactures and extend the commerce

of the kingdom, the anfwer he obtained from them was,

" Laffiz nous-faire"—Let us alone. Neverthtlefs, that great

Minifter, who faw things, not through the diftorted medium of

perfonal intereft, but with the clear difcernment and compre-

henfive beneficence of a Statesman and a Patriot, is now univer-

fally allowed, by his " wild and vifionary fpeculations," as they

were then doubtlefs ftyled, to have laid the foundation of the

commercial grandeur and profperity of France. «

and
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and on thofe of his Secretary. He was certain they

would not difgrace themfelves in a tranfacftion to

which they were in every refpect equal. Delay

he knew to be dangerous, lbmethingdecifive muft

be done. If this were not the proper meafure,

what was to be fubftituted ? Plaufible objections

might no doubt be adduced, It might be urged,

that the prefent iyftem would be acceptable in

neither kingdom ;—that the author of it was too

young, and was ignorant of what fhould confti-

tute a Minifter ;—that if others more competent

to this talk had remained longer in office, things

would have been better and more fatisfactorily fet-

tled. It might be faid,
s How, in the name of

God, did this man contrive to elevate himfelf to

the rank of a Minifter ?' We rauft however take

things as we found them. The moft ferious in-

terefts of both countries were at ftake, and the

moft alarming confequences might attend the poft-

ponement of this bufinefs."

The Irifh refolutionswere fentdown from theLords

to the Commons the 1 9th ofJuly 1785. After much
frefh and eager debate, the amendments of their

Lordfhips were agreed to by the Commons; and on

the 28th of July, an Addrefs was prefented to the

King by both Houfes of Parliament, acquainting

his Majefty with the fteps which had been taken in

this affair ; adding, " that it remained for the Par-

liament of Ireland to judge of the conditions ac-

cording
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cording to their wifdom and difcretion, as well as

of every other part of the fettlement propofed to

be cflablifhed by mutual confent." The two

Houfes now adjourned themfelves to a diftant day;

and on the 30th of September 1785, the Parlia-

ment was prorogued by royal proclamation.

The amended Proportions having been trans-

mitted to Ireland, Mr. Ordc, on the 12th of Au-

guft, moved for leave to bring in a Bill for efta-

blifhing the fyftem of commercial intercourfe

therein contained. This Miniller defended the

variations that now appeared, by alleging the na-

tural progrefs of a meafurc of this nature. Ire-

land had, in the early part of the feffions, ftated

what fhe had thought herfelf entitled to claim, and

Britain in return had declared what fhe was willing

to concede. Mr. Ode averred, that the amend-

ments made by the Britifh Parliament to the ori-

ginal proportions did not in reality interfere with

the profperity of Ireland. Wifhing, however*, to

follow the example of mature deliberation given

by England, it was his intention, after bringing

in the Bill and printing it, to panic, in order to

learn the fentiments of the country rcfpccling it.

Let the Houfe receive every Petition that could be

brought;—let them liftcn to all the evidence that

could be offered. On a comparifon of the two

fets of propofitions, the magnitude and import-

ance of the alterations iirikingly appeared. By

the



K. GEORGE III. IS

the third of the Englifh refolutions, Ireland was

virtually interdicted, even after the expiration of"

the charter of the Eaft India Company, from ex-

porting articles to England, the growth and pro-

duce of any of the countries beyond the Cape of

Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan. By the

fame refolution, this interdiction was extended

to arrack and foreign brandy ; alfo to rums and

other ftrong waters not imported from the Britifh

colonies in the Weft Indies. By the fourth refo-

lution, it was declared to be highly efiential that

the laws for regulating trade and navigation fhould

be the fame in both countries ; and, for that pur-

pofe, that all laws which have been made, or

shall be made in Great Britain, fecuring exclu-

five privileges to the mips and mariners of Great

Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh colonies and plan-

tations, and for regulating and reftraining the

trade of the Britifh colonies and plantations, fuch

laws impofing the fame restraints, and conferring

the fame benefits on the fubjects of both king-

doms, fhould be in force in Ireland, by laws to

be pafFed by the Parliament of that kingdom,

for the same time and in the same manner as

in Great Britain. By the fifth refolution,

this legiflative power of regulation and control

\v£s in like manner extended to all goods and

commodities imported into Ireland from the Bri-

tifh or foreign colonies in Africa and America.

By
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By the fixth and feventh refolutions, the commer-

cial intercourfc between the two kingdoms was

incumbered with many burdenfome and rigorous

regulations reflecting bonds, cockets, certificates,

&c. in order effectually to reprefs all illicit prac-

tices apprehended from the circuitous commerce

granted to Ireland. By the eighth, the regulating

power of Britain is extended to all goods exported

from Ireland to the Britith colonies in the Weft

Indies, America, or the eoaft of Africa. By the

ninth, Ireland is excluded, lb long as the charter

of the Eaft India Company fhall exiil, from trading

to any port beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the

Straits of Magellan ; and during the continuance

of the faid charter, no goods of the growth, pro-

duce, or manufacture of India fhall be allowed to

be imported into Ireland but through Great Bri-

tain. By the fifteenth refolution, the bounties al-

lowed by Great Britain on the exportation of beer

to Ireland, and fpirits diftilled from corn, are ex-

•prefsly continued. By the lixteenth, it is pro-

vided, that all goods the produce of the North

American States, which are fubjeer. to higher

duties on importation into Great' Britain, than

the like goods the produce of the Britifh colonies

—

fuch articles fhall be fubjeel to the fame duties

on importation into Ireland.

Thefe were the grand and leading features of

difference between the old proportions and the

new

:
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new : and fo great was the diffimilarity, that the

Irifh Parliament feemed fcarcely to recognize the

traces of its own original creation. A general fen-

timent of amazement and indignation feemed to

pervade the Houfe ; and the fourth resolu-

tion in particular, by which England aflumed

a power of legislative regulation and commercial •

control with refpect to Ireland, was rejected with

a kind of horror.

Mr. Grattan, who had fupported the Propoli-

tions in their primitive form, now exerted the whole

force of his eloquence to expofe them to the pub-

lic fcorn and deteftation. " What,'* faid this pow-

erful orator, (i
is this pretended equitable arrange-

ment but a plan to perpetuate to England all her

advantages, and to Ireland all her difadvantages ?

Ireland is required to grant a monopoly of the

trade of India to the prefent Earl; India Company

during its existence, and to Great Britain for ever

after. This is not a furrender of the political

rights of the country, but of the natural preroga-

tives of man—not of the privileges of Parliament,

but of the rights of nations. They were not to

fail beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits

of Magellan—an awful interdict ! Other inter-

dicts extended to a determined period of time, but

here was an eternity of restraint. Other interdicts

extended to particular places, for local reafons

—

but here regions of irnmenfe extent were indif-

criminately
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criminately forbidden, and the bounties which Pro*

vidence had given they were prohibited to enjoy.

It refembled a Judgment of God, rather than an

Act of Legiflature, whether they meafured it by

extent of fpace, or infinity of duration—and had

nothing human about it except its prefumption.

The principle of equal duties and equal reftric-

tions," Mr. Grattan faid, " did not conftitute an

equality of participation, becaufe the condition of

the two countries was totally diffimilar. Sup-

pofing Great Britain, in order to anfwcr the exi-

gency of fome future war, or to fund her prefcnt

debt, mould raife her colony duties ftill higher;

Ireland muft follow, not becaufe me wanted the

tax, but left her exemption from taxes mould give

her manufactures any comparative advantage.

Irifh taxes were to be precautions againft the pro-

fperity of Irifh manufactures. Nay, worfe than

this ; the Proportions in queftion would make

Englifh jealomy the barometer of Irifh taxes.

The exclufion of foreign plantation produce would

have feemed fufficient for every purpofe of power

and dominion ; but, for the purpofe of aggrava-

tion and infult, the independent States of Ame-

rica wrere moft ungracioufly brought into the ar-

rangement, and exprefsly named as if North Ame-

rica continued a part of the Britifh dominions.

This was called a fyftem of conceftion and com-

penfation ; but/' faid Mr. Grattan^ " the people of

Ireland,
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Ireland, without compenfation, obtained a colony

trade, a free trade, the government of their army,

the extinction of the unconftitutional powers of

the Couneil, the reltoration of the judicature of

their Lords, and finally, the independence of their

legiflature. Let them fee now what they obtain

by compenfation :—A covenant not to trade beyond

the Ca'pe of Good Hope and the Straits of Magel-

lan ;—a covenant not to take foreign plantation

produce,—not to take American produce but as

Great Britain fhall permit ;—a covenant not to

take Britiih plantation produce but as Great Bri-

tain fhould prefcribe;—a covenant never to pro-

tect their own manufactures, never to guard the

primum of thofe manufactures. Surely fome God
prefided over the welfare of Ireland, who made it

wifdom to fulfil their duty, and who annexed the

penalties of folly as well as infamy to the furren-

der of their privileges. From the confideration of

commerce," faid this animated orator, "J proceed

to a queftion much more high and irieftimable

—

before which the ideas of protecting duties, of re-

ciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, vanifh into

nothing ; and by the tendencies of which, the

prudence of every head and the energies of every

heart are called forth to fhield the newly-acquired

rights of a nation fo long depfefled, and fo re-

cently and wonderfully emancipated. If any body

of men could think the Irifh Conftitution incom-

patible
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patible with the unity of the Britifh empire, a doc-

trine which he abjured as fedition againfl both,

he would anfwer, c Perifh the Empire, live the

Conftitution !' No transfer of legiflative authority-

could be made. They, the limited truftees of

delegated power, born for a particular purpofe,

confined to a particular line, and bearing an in-

violable relationfhip to the people who fent them

to Parliament, could not break that relationfhip,

counteract that purpofe, and furrender, diminifh,

or derogate from thofe privileges they lived but

to preferve. The Propofitions granted a perpetual

Money Bill—a Money Bill to continue as long-

as Great Britain fhall pleafe, with a covenant to

increafe it as often as fhe fhall require. The trade

and the purfe of the nation were alike in covenant.

Pafs this Bill, and they had no conftituents ; their

conflituents had no reprefentatives :—they were

the mere regifter ofthe Britifh Parliament, and the

equalizer of Britifh duties. But have you traced

the map of the globe ? Have you marked there

the countries, the right of trading to which you

are to furrender for ever? Have you furveyed the

fettlements of the feveral European nations in Afia,

in Africa, in America ? Have you confidered the

ftate of North America—its prefent fituation, its

future growth, and every incident in the endlefs

fucceffion of time that may attend that nurfe of

commerce and asylum of mankind ? Are you

competent
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competent to declare, that a free trade to thofe

vaft regions will never in the efflux of time tend

to the advancement of the interefts of Ireland ?

If yOu poffefs fatisfactory information upon this

fubjecl, it mull be by infpiration, not by know-

ledge.—Let us then guard our free trade and free

conftitution as our only real refources. They are

the refult of great virtue, of much perfeverance,

and the fource to this Houfe of immortal honor.

Let us preferve uncontaminated to the latcft ge-

nerations the dignity of Parliament, the majefly

of the people, and the imperial fovereignty of the

Irifti crown and nation." The feelings of the Par-

liament and of the People of Ireland were on this

fubject in perfect unifon. Scarcely could the great

and acknowledged talents of Mr. Fitzgibbon ob-

tain him any fhare of attention when he rofe to

fpeak in vindication of a meafure fo fupremely

obnoxious. " If England relaxed her Navigation

Laws in favor of Ireland, fhe had a right, Mr. Fitz-

gibbon affirmed, to expect to be followed by her

in a code of laws which had been the fource of her

commercial opulence, and the bafis of her mari-

time ftrength. It had been infinuated, that they

could trade to more advantage with the colonies

of foreign States. But what foreign States would

allow them to trade with their colonies ? Who
was to protect them if foreign States refufed to

do them juftice ? or who was to affert their rights,

Vol. IV. G fuppofmg
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fuppofing them to be violated ? When an arrange-

ment fo advantageous was offered to Ireland, for

what reafbn was it that me hefitated and demur-

red ? Becaufe {he is told that the treaty ftruck at

the independence of her legiflature. But it is as

an independent power that Ireland has negotiated.

It is as to an independent power that the over-

tures of Britain are made. An arrangement of

trade could not be agreed upon between two na-

tions, unlefs they fettled at the fame time princi-

ples of mutual reftriclion ; and if the Irifh nation

would never condefcend to promife compliance

with any condition of a treaty, fhe mufl deter-

mine never to make any commercial treaty, or

any treaty whatever." Mr. Fitzgibbon concluded

a moft able fpeech, by remarking, " that what-

ever might have been intimated concerning the

poffibility of Ireland fianding alone, he was con-

vinced, that, fituated as fhe was in the neighbour-

hood of powerful Popifh countries, with a great

majority of her people of the Poprfh religion, fhe

could not exift one hour as a Proteflant State if

the protection of England were withdrawn."

After a vehement debate, in which both parties

exerted their utmoft ability and eloquence, the

Houfe divided at nine in the morning upon the

motion of Mr. Orde for leave to bring in the

Bill, ayes 127, noes 108. Such a divifion in the

firft ftage of the buiinefs was equivalent to a de-

feat :
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feat : and on the Monday following, Mr. Orde

moved the firft reading of the Bill and the print-

ing it ; declaring, that he did not intend to make

any further progrefs in the bufinefs during the

prefent feflion. . He had completed his duty rc-

fpecting it. If it were revived, it muft be by a

motion from the public, who at the commence-

ment of the enfuing feflion might take fuch fur-

ther fteps as they thought proper.

In order to preclude a motion of cenfure framed

by Mr. Flood, the Secretary then moved an ad-

journment ; and Mr. Flood confenting, not with-

out difficulty, to wave his motion, the adjourn-

ment was carried without a divirion. Public illu-

minations teftified the joy excited by the fudden

termination of this extraordinary bufinefs ; and

from this period, no effort has been made in either

kingdom to revive in any fhape this important

and interefting difcuffion.

Upon the whole, though it might perhaps juflly

be regarded as too daring an experiment, the pro-

bability is, that a commercial treaty founded on the

bafis of the original propofitions would have proved

Very beneficial in practice. The prodigious infe-

riority of fkill, of credit, and of capital, muft have

effectually prevented Ireland from becoming for-

midable as a competitor to England ; and in pro-

portion as Ireland advanced in opulence, her arti-

ficial wants would have increafed, and confequently

G a her
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her consumption of Britifh manufactures and

commodities.

Notwithstanding the great alarm excited when

the firft commercial conceftions were made to Ire-

land, no detriment was in fact fuftained by Great

Britain : on the contrary,, the trade to England

continued rapidly to increafe, even in regard to

thofe very articles which Ireland was allowed to

import from the place of their growth and produce.

From the year 1781 to the year 1784 mufcovado

fugars imported from the Weft Indies rofe from

7,384 cwt. to 27,492 cwt« ;. and in the feme term

fugars imported from Britain rofe from 130,056 to

160,083 cwt. Another remarkable fact is, that the

linen manufacture both in England and Scotland

has flourifhed with con flant and regular accelera-

tion, notwithstanding the unlimited competition

of the Irifh nation. According to a feven years

average, ending A. D. 1755, not more than

576,373 yards were exported from England *

r and

in the year 1771 the export amounted to no lefs

than 4,411,040 yards. Why then might not a

fimilar competition be as fafely and advantageoufly

eflablifhed in other branches of commerce ? Thefe

arithmetical flatements mew to a demonflration

the extreme weaknefs and futility of thofe fears

and apprehenfions which are fo apt to agitate the.

mercantile world at the fiighteft breath of inno-

vation, and their total incompetency to deduce,

3 from
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from a comprehenfive and impartial furvey of the

whole fyftem, juft and accurate conclufions. Con-

fidering, neverthelefs, the narrow limits of the

higheft human fagacity, it muft be acknovvledged

that prudence would have dictated -a temporary

duration to this commercial arrangement, in order

to bring the utility of it to the infallible touchftone

of experience. As to the fourth propolition of the

Englifh feries, which was the immediate caufe of

the pofitive and peremptory rejection ofthe whole,

it might in all probability have been very fafely dif-

penfed with, as there is no reaforj to doubt but that

Ireland would have fpontaneoufly adopted with

good-faith and good-will any regulations neceflary

to enforce a treaty which #ie found upon the whole

•conducive to her profperity.

The Parliament of Great Britain, after a tranquil

interval of a few months, met on the 24th of Ja^

nuary, 1786, In the fpeech from the Throne

the King declared to the Houfe of Commons his

earneft wifh to enforce teconomy in every depart^-

ment; recommending to them the maintenance

ofour naval ftrength on the moft refpeclable foot-

ing; and above all the eftablifhment of a fixed

plan for the reduction of the national debt.

Nothing remarkable pafled until about the middle

of February, when the cftimate of the ordnance

•was brought up in the Committee of Supply. Upon
this occaiion Mr. Pitt called the attention of the

G 3 Houfe
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Houfe to the plan laid before them in thecourfe of

the lafl feffion, under the fanction of the Duke of

Richmond, Mailer General of the Ordnance, for

fortifying the dockyards of the kingdom ;

the propriety of which it was then agreed to refer

to a Board of Land and Sea Officers, whofe report

Mr. Pitt tlated to be in the higheft degree favorable

to the plan of fortification fubmitted to their de-

cifion ; but the report itfelf he declined as a mat-

ter of too ferious and delicate a nature to lay before

the Houfe.

(

The difcontent and furprife manifefled when

the queftion was laft year under difcuflion, now

rofe into great warmth of indignation and refent-

ment. " If the report or the eflentials it contained

were not to be in fome mode fubjecl; to the infpec-

tion of the Houfe, they were, it was affirmed, in

exactly the fame fituation in which they had flood

before the Board was appointed. They mull de-

cide, not upon their own judgments, but in defe-

rence to the authority of others. But the Houfe

of Commons were not juflifled in voting away the

money of their conflituents upon the grounds of

paffive complaifance and courtly fubmiffion. The

expence attending this novel iyflem would be enor-

mous, and it was their duty before they adopted it

to be fully convinced of its neceffity."

General Burgoyne, who was one of the Board,

controverted the afTertion of Mr. Pitt as to the

i entire
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entire approbation exprefled by them of the fyftem

in queftion. " It was well known, he faid, that

cafes hypothetically put admitted only of a direct

anfwer given under the admiffion ofthe hypothec's.

It remained to be afcertained, whether the cafe

thus hypothetically put was fufficiently within the

limits of probability to deferve attention. Several

of the cafes on which the Board were called upon

to decide were mere pojluhta, and hypothetically

as extravagant as if it were afked, Suppofe by

fome convulfion of nature the Straits of Dover

ifhould vanifh out of exigence, and the coafts of

England and France were to unite, would it not

be expedient to fortify the ifthmus between the two

countries ?"

Mr. Pitt, waving the farther difcuffion of the

queftion for the prefent, declared his determination

to bring the bufinefs in the moft fpecific and fo-

lemn manner before the Houfe. He accordingly

after a fhort delay moved a refolution, " That it ap^-

peared to the Houfe, that to provide effectually for

fecuring the dock-yards of Portfmouth and Ply-

mouth by a permanent fyftem of fortification was

an eflential object for the fafety of the State, &c,

&e!." A violent debate arofe, in the courfe of

which no Member diftinguiihed himfelf fo emi-

nently as Mr. Sheridan, a gentleman who had been

for fome time gradually rifing to a very elevated

height of parliamentary reputation ; and previous

a 4 to
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to his introduction into the Houfe ofCommons the

public had long known and admired the brilliant

talents of this fecond Congreve in dramatic litcra^

turc. Mr. Sheridan ftated forcibly the danger to

which the Conftitution would be expofed in confeT

quence of this vaft addition to the military power

of the Crown. " Thefe ftrong military holds, main-?

tained by numerous and difciplined garrifons, would

afford tenfold the means of curbing and fubduing

the country as would arife from doubling the pre^

fent army eftablifhment. Could any one, he ex-

claimed, poffibly imagine that the fyftem now re-

commended was to end with Portfmouth and Ply-

mouth, and that the reafonings of the Minifler

would not apply to other parts of the kingdom ?

No—we were to figure to ourfelves the fame

Board of Officers, acting under the fame inftruc-

tions, and deliberating with the fame data, going

a circuit round the coafls of the kingdom. He
wifhed to fee the eftimate for the flationary de-

fence of fuch places as Chatham, Sheernefs, &c. in

addition to the two-and-twenty thoufand men

demanded for Portfmouth and Plymouth. Mr.

Sheridan profeiled, neverthelefs, his readinefs to

abide by the decifion of the Board of Officers, if

it could be fairly fhewn that, upon a full and un-

fettered invefligation of the fubject, they had re-

ported it as their clear and unqualified opinion,

that the plan propofed by the Duke of Richmond

was
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was fuch as it became the wifdom of Parliament

to adopt. But if the profeffional abilities of the

Duke of Richmond were ill-employed in Ihe fa-

brication of fo wild a project^ it muft be acknow-

ledged they confpicuoufly appeared in the plan-

ning and conftructing the report inqueftion. There

were certain detached data, like advanced works,

to keep the enemy at a diftance from the -main

object in debate. Strong provifions covered the

flanks of his aflertions. His very queries were in

cafemates. No impreflion, therefore, was to be

made on this fortrefs of fophiftry by defultory ob^

fervations ; and it was neceflary to afTail it by re-

gular approaches. Much ingenuity likewife had

been (hewn in extracting fuch parts of the report

as were deemed moft favorable to the propofed.

iyflem. The minutes which contained the opi-

nion of the ^naval officers in condemnation of the

plan were wholly omitted, becaufethey were mixed

with matter offuch dangerous import that no che-

mical proeefs known in the Ordnance elaboratory

could poffibly feparate them ; while on the con-

trary every approving opinion, like a light oily

fluid, floated at the top, and was capable of being

prefented to the Houfe pure and untinged by a

lingle particle of the argument and information

upon which it was founded."

The Minifter upon this occafion found himfelf

yery generally deferted by the Country Gentlemen

or
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or Independent Intereft in the Houfe ; and the di-

vision was rendered memorable by an exact equa~

lity of niftnbers, both the ayes and the noes amounts

ing to 169, The Speaker being of courfe com-

pelled to give his caiting vote, acquired much
credit and applaufe by adding bis negative to thofe

who had voted for the rejection of this chimerical,

abfurd, and extravagant fyftem.

It is very remarkable that the Minifter, notwith-

standing this defeat, had the temerity after an in-

terval of a few weeks to bring forward the queftion

once more in a new form, by moving, " That an

eftimate of the expenfe of fuch part of the plan of

fortification recommended in the late -report, as

might appear mofl necefTary to be carried into

immediate execution, be referred to a Committee

of Supply"—the probable expence of which was

eftimated at only 400,0001. ! This was received

with extreme difapprobation ; it was faid to be

impoflible for Parliament to fubmit to fo open an

attack upon their declared fentiments, and they

were called upon to refift it in the moil peremp-

tory manner. Mr. Pitt, perceiving the fenfe of

the Houfe fo manifeftly adverfe to this attempt,

thought proper to withdraw his motion ; on which

Mr. Fox exprefTed his earncft hope " that the Mi-

nifter would in future pay more refpeel: to the opi-

nion of the Legiflature, and not attempt to force

an obnoxious meafure upon the country." The

pertinacity
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pertinacity of Mr. Pitt in this bufinefs occasioned

much fpeculation ; and thofe who recollected the

tenor of his conduct refpecting the Weftminiter

return, were not backward to throw difgraceful

imputations upon his integrity. It was thought

by many to be impoffible that a man of Mr. Pitt's

difcernment could be the fincere and cordial ad-

vocate of fo prepofterous a fcheme ; and it was

ftrongly fufpected that the Duke of Richmond, in

the profecution of this favorite project, relied upon

far other and higher fupport than that which could

be derived from the obfcure and ambiguous deci-

sion of a Board of General Officers *.

* The fortification projects of the Duke of Richmond became,

in confequence of this parliamentary inveftigation of their merits,

the theme of the public derifion and ridicule ; and, according to

the observation of that unerring judge of mankind, the Due de

la Rochefoucault, " ridicule is like a gangrene, which, when once

it fattens upon one part of a character, is eafily extended to the

reft." In a humorous political publication of the times, ftyled

The Rolliad, the Duke of Richmond is thus feverely and far-

caftically apoftrophized

:

With gorges, fcafFcJds, breaches, ditches, mines j

With culvcrins whole and demi, and gabines j

With trench, with counterfcarp, with efplanade

;

With curfcins, mote, and rhombo, and chamade j

With polygon, epaulement, hedge and bank ;

WiA angle faliant, and with angle flank ;

Ohxnou malt prove, fhould all thy fchemes prevail,

An Uncle Toby on a larger fcale !

The.



9i K. GEORGE III. «

The grand bufinefs of the feffion, as alluded to

in the fpecch, was not brought forward till the

month of March, when Mr. Pitt moved for the

appointment of a Select Committee, by ballot, to

report to the Houfe the ftate of the public revenue

and expenditure. The refult of their enquiry was

in a very high degree plealing and fatisfactory.

The amount of the revenue for the current year

was eftimated by the Committee at 15,397,000!.

—

the permanent expenditure, including the Civil

Lift, and the interefts payable on the different

funds, amounted to 10,554,0001.— the peace efta-

blifhment, allowing eighteen thoufand men for

the navy, and the ufual complement of feventy

regiments for the army, exclulive of life-guards

and cavalry, was eftimated at 3,924,000!.—in all,

14,478,000!. ; of confequence there remained a

furplus of more than 900,0001.

Mr. Pitt obferved upon this report, " that though

this was ftated to be the annual expenditure, a

considerable interval mull elapfe before this re-

duction could take place ; this term he fixed at

four years. The exceedings of the army, navy,

and ordnance, together with the fums neceflary

for the indemnification of the American Loyalifts,

he calculated would not during this period fall

fhort of three millions. The war from%hich

we were jufl delivered had been molt expenfive .

and ruinous; thefe unavoidable exceedings were

amongfl:
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amongft the bitter fruits of it ; but if during the

firit years of peace extraordinary expences were in-

curred, they afforded alfo extraordinary favings.

There were fums appropriated during the war to

different fervices, which had not been expended

;

four hundred and fifty thoufand pounds had already

been paid into the Exchequer upon this account.

There were moreover immenfe fums in the hands

of former Paymafters, which it was expecled would

foon be brought to account ; thefe he conjeclurally

ftated at the fum of one million. There was a ba-

lance of 600,0001. due to Government from the

Eaft India Company. When to thefe were added

the improvements that might yet be made by judi-

cious regulations in the different branches of the

revenue, he was not, Mr. Pitt faid, he hoped, too

fanguine in affirming that we poffefTed refources

equal to all our ordinary and extraordinary de-

mands. The proportion which he now fubmitted

to the Houfe was, the appropriation of the annual

fum of one million to be invariably applied to the

liquidation of the public debt. The furplus of the

revenue amounting to the fum of 900,0001. only,

Mr. Pitt moved for an additional duty on fpirits,

on certain kinds of timber imported, and on per-

fumery, which would together be more than fuf-

ficient to make up the deficiency. This annual

million Mr. Pitt wifely propofed to veil in the

hands of certain Commiflioners, to be by them

applied
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applied regularly to the purchafe of flock ; fo that

no Turn Should ever lie within the grafp largeenongh

to tempt him to violate this facred depofit. The

interefts annually discharged werej conformably to

thisplarij to be added to and incorporated with the

original fund, fb that it would operate with a deter-

minate and accelerated velocity ; being in this re-

fpect framed upon the model of the Sinking Fund

formerly projected by Sir Robert Walpole. This

fund was alfo to be aflifted by the annuities granted

for different terms, which would from time to time

fall in within the limited period of twenty-eight

years, at the expiration of which Mr. Pitt calculat-

ed that the fund would produce an income of four

millions per annum. When a progrefs fo consi-

derable was made in the reduction of the debt*

Parliament might with propriety paufe, and adopt

fuch new meafures for the relief of the nation, and

the extinction of the moft oppreffive and burdcn-

fome taxes, as to the legislative wifdom fhould feem

meet. The Commiffioners to be nominated under

the act were the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the

Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the Mafler of

the Rolls, the Governor and Deputy Governor of

the Bank of England, and the Accomptant General

of the High Court of Chancery. Such were the

perfons, Mr. Pitt faid, whom he mould propofe to

be appointed to this truft. This plan had long been

the with and the hope of all good men, and he felt

inex-
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inoiprcfiible pleafure in being ableto flatter him-

felf that his name might be infcribed on that

firm column, which was now about to be raifed to

national faith and national profperity."

It was in the progrefs of the Bill fuggefted by

Mr. Fox, " that whenever a new loan fhould here-

after be made, the Commiffioners fhould be em-

powered to accept the loan, or fuch proportion of

it, as fhould be equal to the cafh then in their*

hands ; the interefr. and douceur annexed to which

fhould be applied to the purpofes of the Sinking

Fund." This amendment, the only one of material

confequence offered, was received with candor

and facility by Mr. Pitt, who declared it to be
tl an aufpieious omen of the ultimate fuccefs of

the plan, that its propriety and neceflity had

been fo obvious as to overcome the fpirit and pre-

judice of party, and create an unanimity of fenti-

ment in perfons who more, he was fure, from ac-

cident than inclination were fo frequently of dif-

ferent opinions."

The Bill finally pafled with great and deferved

approbation ; all intelligent perfons throughout the

kingdom perfectly concurring in the fentiments

expreffed in the recent report of the Commif-

fioners of Public Accounts upon this fubjecl;.

" This debt," fay thefe impartial and faithful re-

porters, " is fwelled to a magnitude that requires

the united efforts of the ableft heads and the

purefc
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pureft hearts to fuggcft the proper and effectual

means of reduction. A plan mint be formed

for the reduction of this debt, and that without

delay : now is the favorable moment of peace.

The evil does not admit of procraftination, palli-

atives, or expedients. It prefles on, and muft be

met with force and firmnefs : what can be done,

the fupport of public credit, the prefervation of

national honor, and the juftice due to the public

creditor, demand jhould be done. It must be

done, or serious consequences will enfue."

Notwithilanding the acknowledged neceffity

of oeconomy in every department of Government,

it is grievous to relate, that even before the Sink-

ing Fund Bill palled into a law, a meflage from the

King to the Houfe of Commons was delivered

by the Minifter, ftating, " that it gave him great

concern to inform them, that it had not been

found possible to confine the expences of the

Civil Lift within the annual fum of eight hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds, now applicable to that

purpofe. A farther debt had been necessarily

incurred, and the King relied on the zeal and

affection of his Parliament to make pro-

vifion for its difcharge."

In fupport of the motion grounded on this mef-

fage, Mr. Pitt ftated, " that under Mr. Burke's

Reform Bill an annual reduction of fifty thou-

fand pounds from the Civil Lift had been fet apart

by
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by Parliament for the liquidation by inftalments

of the mm of three hundred thoufand pounds,

then hTued in Exchequer bills for the fupply of

former deficiencies. Of this debt one hundred

and eighty thoufand pounds yet remained un-

paid, and a frefh debt of thirty thoufand pounds

had accrued : and he refted the neceffity of a

grant equal to thefe united fums upon this per-

plexing dilemma : Either Parliament had, at the

period referred to, directed that, when the pro-

pofed liquidation ihould be effected, the Civil Lift

fhould be allowed fifty thoufand pounds per ann.

more than was neceffary, or it was then put upon a

footing of fifty thoufand pounds per ann. lefs than

was neceflary. Experience had proved the latter to

be the cafe ; and therefore it was reafonable to ex-

pect that the fum of two hundred and ten thou-

fand pounds, nOw wanting to clear off the old

and new incumbrances, would be voted without

hefitation."

In reply to Mr. Pitt's courtly logic, it was ob-

vious to obferve, that the Parliament which fixed

the expenditure of the Civil Lift at eight hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds, until the debt previ-

oufly contracted mould be liquidated, thought it

at leaft possible that the dignity of the crown
might be fufticiently fuftained without palling the

prefcribed limits. It might even perhaps occur to

ibme of the members, however indecorous the

Vol. IV. H mention
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mention of it in a parliamentary debate, that the

Executive Government of the Republic of Ame-

rica was fupported without any apparent forfei-

ture of dignity, at lefs than one fortieth part

of the expence.

This demand was the more extraordinary, as

the King in his fpeech from the throne at the

opening of the fefiion, December 1782, had faid,

u I have carried into Uriel execution the feveral

reductions in my Civil Lilt expence?, directed by

an act of lafl feflion ; I have introduced a farther

reform in other departments, and fuppreffed fe-

veral linecure places in them. I have by this

means fo regulated my eitablifhments, that my
EXPENCES dHALL NOT IN FUTURE EXCEED MY
INCOME."

No attempt being made to repeal that elaufe

in Mr. Burke's Reform Bill, which regulated the

expenditure of the Civil Lift, it was urged to be

very extraordinary, while that Bill remained in full

force, -to come down in the face of an Act of Par-

liament, and call upon the Houfe to vote money

for the debts of the Crown. It is almofl fuper-

fluous to fay, that all the arguments offered on this

head proved a mere wade of words, and that the

money was ultimately voted.

Many petitions were prefented during the fef-

lion, for the repeal of the odious tax upon retail

fhops; and a motion was formally made by Sir

Watkin
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Watkin Lewes, member for the City of London,

for that pufpofe, without effect, though it was-

fomewhat mitigated By a reduction of the rates. In

this bufmefs Mr. Pitt mewed a degree of perfever-

ance bordering upon obftinacy, which it had been

furely better to have referved for a more important

occation

.

Mr. Fox acutely remarked on the fubjecl of

the propofed alterations, " that the greater part

of Mr. Pitt's arguments had been intended to

prove that the tax was not perfonal ; and that it

muft find its level, and fall upon the confumer.

If this were true, what was there to recommend

his modifications ? He had Hated, that he would

takeoff or diminifh the portion of .the tax paid

by the poorer clafs of fhopkeepers, which would

confiderably exonerate that defcription of perfons.

Of what would it exonerate them ? Of the burden

borne by the confumer ? Glaring indeed was the

inconfillency of his actions, when compared with

his arguments."

An attempt w7as alfo made by Mr. Pulteney,

fupported by many refpeclablc Members of the

Houfe, to explain and amend the A6r. of the lafi

feffion, relative to hawkers and pedlars ; and par-

ticularly to repeal a moft deteftably oppreffive

claufe, by which Juftices of the Peace were em-

powered to imprifon any perfon of this profeffion

H 2 at
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at their difcretion. This was rejected, at the fe^

cond reading, by a majority of fifty voices.

About this period Mr. Pitt brought in a Bill for

transferring part of the duties on foreign wines

from the cuftoms to the excife. The revenue on

this article, the confumption of which' had cer-

tainly not diminifhed, Mr. Pitt ftated to be inferior

by the fum of two hundred and eighty thoufand

pounds to what it had been in the middle of the

century. The terrible alarm excited by Sir Ro-

bert Walpole's memorable attempt to extend the

laws of excife fifty years before, had now com-

pletely fubfided, and the Bill pafTed with general

approbation.

In the Houfe of Peers Lord Loughborough,

who was now again metamorphofed into a Whig
and a Patriot, oppofed the Bill, as in the higheft

degree arbitrary and unconftitutional. He was

anfwered by Lord Camden, whole zeal for the

Conflitution had been fubject to no fuch remark-

able variations. Lord Camden admitted " that the

excife laws taken collectively might in a certain

fenfe be confidered as a departure from the Con-

flitution ; but the prefent ftate of the country ren-

dered them neceflary. The prefent Bill, in par-

ticular, was calculated to counteract' the notori-

ous impofitions praclifed by the wine-merchants to

delude the public, to cheat the revenue, and in-

jure
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jure the health of the confumer. In thefe ini-

quities it was that a jufiification of this ufen.il and

felutary meafure was to be found. The Bill patted

without a diviiion.

Next to the efiablifhment of the new finking

fund the affairs of India occupied, during this

feffion, the chief attention of Parliament. A Bill

was brought in by Mr. Dundas, which with fome

oppofition palled into a law, to explain and amend

the Act of 1784. This Bill, among other regu-

lations of inferior importance, beftowed upon the

Governor General of India the high prerogative

of deciding in oppofition to the fenfe of the ma-

jority of the Council. The offices of Comman-

der in Chief and Governor General were in future

united in the fame perfon ; and Earl Cornwallis,

who had borne fo confpicuous a part in the Ame-r

rican war, and whofe character flood defcrvedly

high in the public eftimation, was nominated to

fill this important commiffion,

Soon after this Mr. Pitt, ftating certain exigen-

cies arifing from the peculiar fituation of the Eafl

India Company, moved that they be empowered

to raife the fum of two millions for the neceflary

increafe of their capital. This was in itfelf a very

problematic proof of the vaunted profperity of the

Company ; but Mr. Pitt aflerted the necefiity

to be temporary, and that it arofe chiefly from

the beneficial operation of the Commutation Act,

H3 in
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in confequence of which the Company's Tales

of tea had increafcd from fix to fourteen millions

of pounds, exclufive of other articles ; and in pro-

portion to an increafe of trade, an increafc of ca-

pital became indifpenfably requisite. And on

this ground the Bill palled with little difficulty.

Thefe meafures were regarded with cold indiffer-

ence ; but the feelings of the nation were wrought

up to an high pitch of folicitude and curiority by

the fubfequent proceedings of Parliament relative

to India.

Mr. Hastings, late Governor of Bengal, ar-

rived in England in the month of June 1785 ;

and the fcaibn being then far advanced, Mr. Burke

gave notice of his intention to move early in the

next feffion for a parliamentary investigation into

his conduct.

On the very firfr. day of the meeting of Parlia-

ment after the recefs, Major Scott, who had upon

all occasions diftineuifhed liimfelf as the friend
« * - -

and advocate of Mr. Haftings, reminded Mr.

Burke of the pledge he had made, and challenged

him in preffing and peremptory terms to come to

an immediate dccifiom Mr. Burke calmly re-

plied, " that he fhould imitate the conduct of the

Duke of Parma, who came from the Low Coun-

tries to relieve the city of Paris, then befieged by

King Henry IV. The King, impatient and full

of ardor, urged the Duke to initant battle ; but

that
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that experienced and celebrated commander re-

plied, that he had not travelled fo far to learn

from his enemy the time when it was moil proper

to engage."

On the 17th of February 1786, however, Mr.

Burke, in the fpirit of ancient chivalry, threw

down the gauntlet, and defiling that the resolu-

tions of May 2,8, 1782, might be read (rcfolu-

tions moved by Mr. Dundas, as Chairman of the

Select Committee, declaratory of the culpability

of Mr. Haftings, and the confequent neceffity

of his recall), declared his " deep regret, that

the folemn and important buiinefs of that day

had not been brought forward in the pleni-

tude of weight and efficiency, by the original

mover of the. relolutions now recited. Moft feel-

ingly did he lament, as the unwelcome confe-

quenee of a devolution caufed partly by the na*

tural demife of fome, the political deccafe of

others, and in particular cafes a death to virtue

and to principle, that he mould now remain alone

engaged in the attempt to prefcrve unfullied the

honor and the coniillency of that Houfe, which

had fixed upon Mr. Haftings as an object of their

particular and formal aceufation. Acting under

their fanclion, he afTerted a claim to their protec-

tion. There were various modes of proceeding

which might be adopted in this bufinefs—the firft

q{ thefe was a direction to the Attorney General

II 4 to
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to profecute. But not to infift upon the appa-

rent dilinclination of the prefent Attorney Gene-

ral (Mr. Arden) to exert his powers in this great

and momentous caufe, he did not conceive that

a trial by jury was well calculated for the purpofe

of obtaining juftice againft fo elevated an offender.

In the Court of King's Bench the dignity of fuch

a trial would ill aflbrt with caufes of meum and

tuum, actions of battery and aflault, of trefpafs

and trover, together with the innumerable tribe

of fubordinate mifdemeanors. The fecond mode

of profecution was that by bill of pains and pe-

nalties. To this he had infuperable objections, as

radically unjuft, and as tarnilhing in no flight de-

gree'the character of that Houfe, the Members of

which would thus prepofteroufly appear in the

two-fold capacity of accufers and judges. The

only alternative which remained, was the ancient

and conftitutional mode of proceeding by im-

peachment : as a neceflary preparatory to which,

he concluded with moving for the papers neceflary

to fubftantiate the charge which he had now in

immediate contemplation to bring forward againft

the kte Governor General Haftings."

Mr. Dundas with his ufual verfatility affirmed,

<' that though he had thought it expedient in the

year 1782 to recall Mr. Haftings from India, he

now rejoiced that the refolutions moved by him

had not taken effect. Since that period Mr.

Haftings
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Haflings had rendered moft eflential fervices to

the Company, and he fhould have extremely re-

gretted to have been the means of depriving the

Company of a fervant fo diftinguifhed by his zeal

and capacity. He had certainly moved a vote of

cenfure on Mr. Haflings ; but Mr. Haftings had

fince received the thanks of the Court of Direc-

tors, in which, had he been a director, he would

rnofi: willingly have concurred, from a thorough

conviclion that the thanks were merited."

Some difficulties having been fuggefted by Mr.

Pitt, refpecting the production of the papers

called for, Mr. Burke declared in lofty terms this

demur to be " an invafion of .the prerogative of a

public accufer. He had an unqueftionable claim

to all fuch documents, proofs and papers, as he

faw or efteemcd to be neceflary to. fupport the

charge which he undertook to advance. The

downfall of the greateft empire in the worH had

originated in the mal-adminiftration of its pro-

vinces. When Rome felt within herfelf the feeds

of decline, and the inroads of corruption, a man

of the firft rank and of the higher! connections

in the ftate was brought to punilhment. Ver-

res, the Governor of Sicily, was united in affi-

nity with all that was moil fplendid and moft

opulent in the feat of empire, with the Hortcnfii

and the Metelli. But when Cicero undertook

his accufation, the Government itfelf adopted his

profe-
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profeeution. No Ids than one hundred and filly

days were allowed for the collection of materials,

and the juftice of the Roman Senate opened to

the acculer all the cabinets whence documents

were to be obtained." In the refult, the papers,

with fome few exception^, were granted.

On the 4th of April, 1786, Mr. Burke folcinnly

rofe to charge Warren Haftings, Efq. late Gover-

nor General of Bengal, with high crimes and miA
/demeanors in the execution of his office, exhibiting

at the fame time nine diiiinci articles of accufa-

tion, which in a few weeks were incrcafed to the

number of twenty-two.

On the ill of May Mr. Haftings, at his own

cxprefs detirc, and by the indulgence of the

Houfe, was heard at the bar of the Houfe, in this

early period of the bulinefs, in his own defence :

and at the farther rcqucit of the accufed, the mi-

nutes of his defence were ordered to lie on the

table. But the general opinion, faintly contro-

verted even by the friends of Mr. Haltings, was,

that the defence, thus precipitately and prema-

turely delivered, was of no lcrvice to his caufe,

and contributed in a very flight and inadequate

degree to the vindication of his character. Though

his atlertions were bold, his arguments were weak,

and the language of tliis defence was beyond all

example boaftful and arrogant. He had even the

weaknefs and prefumption to call in queftion the

AVTHO-
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authority of the Houfe to inftitute a judicial

inquiry into his conduct.

The Houfe, unmoved by what they had heard,

proceeded in the examination of evidence : and

the firft article of impeachment refpecling the

Rohilla war" was brought formally before the

Houfe on the ift of June. After a very long de-

bate, the queftion was decided in favor of Mr.

Haftings, ayes for the impeachment being 67,

noes 119.

Mr. Pitt on this occafion gave a lilent vote

agaitift the motion ; but the ground on which he

voted was tolerably well ascertained by a de-

claration he had pfevioufly made, when the fub-

jedl of the Rohilla war was in a more general

way difc lifted, " that he confidered that transac-

tion in a horribly alarming point of view ; and as

being fo repugnant to every fentiment of human

nature, that nothing could juftify it but the

ftrongeft motives of political expediency, and the

invincible principles of retributive juftice

—

add-

ing^ neverthelefs, that it would be highly incon-

fiftent and abfurd to confider Mr. Haftings now

in the light of a culprit, for any mcafures taken

by him previoufty to the period in which he had

been nominated by Ac! of Parliament Governor

General of India, which was the higheft certificate

of legislative approbation.
1
' But furcly, in the

contemplation of common juftice and common

fenfe,
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fenfe, this re-appointment could not be regarded

as equivalent to an acquittal, unlels the Houfe

were at that period in pofleffion of the evidence

on which the merits or demerits of the tranlac-r

tion retted, which it was notorious they were

not.

On the 13th of June, the fecond charge rela-

tive to the Rajah of Benares being brought for-

ward, it was refolved by the Houfe, on a diviiion

of 119 to 79 voices, "that this charge con-

tained MATTER of IMPEACHMENT agaillft the

late Governor General of Bengal." On
this occafion Mr. Pitt fpoke in fupport of the

motion ; but admitting the legality of the difcre-

tionary power affiimed by Mr. Halting*, he con-

fined the criminality of the charge to the enor-

mity of the fine levied, upon the Rajah, and its

concomitant circumftances of oppreffion and cru-

elty.

On the nth of July, 1786, an end was put

to thefe proceedings for the prefent by a proro^

gation of the Parliament, which was difmifTed with

afmrances of " the particular fatisfaction with

which the King had obferved their diligent at-

tention to the public bufinefs, and the meafures

they had adopted for improving the refources of

the country."

Soon after the riflng of Parliament, a lingular

incident occurred which ingrofTed for a moment

the
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the attention of the public. As the King was

alighting from his poft-chariot at the garden en-

trance of St. James's Palace, Augufl the 2d, a wo-

man decently drefTed prefented a paper to his

Majefty ; and while he was in the a 61 of receiving

it, the flruck with a concealed knife at his breaft.

The King happily avoided the blow by drawing

back ; and as fhe was preparing to make a fecond

thruft, one of the yeomen caught her arm, and

the weapon was wrenched out of her hand.

On examination before the Privy Council, it

immediately appeared that the woman was infane.

Being afked where fhe had lately refided, fhe an-

fwered frantically, " that fhe had been all abroad

fince that matter of the Crown broke out." Be-

.ing further queftioned what matter ? fhe faid,

" that the Crown was hers ; and that if fhe had

not her right, England would be deluged in blood

for a thoufand generations." On being interro-

gated as to the nature of her right, fhe refufed

to anfwer, faying in the genuine ftyle of royalty,

" that her rights were a mystery."

It appeared that this poor maniac, whofe name-

was Margaret Nicholfon, had prefented a petition

ten days before, full of wild and incoherent non-

fenfe. Like moft other petitions, it had probably

never been read, or the perfon of the petitioner

would have been fecured. The idea of a judi-

cial prccels was of courfe abandoned, and fhe was

con-
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configned to a fit apartment provided for her irt

Bethlehem Hofpital. In a few days the Lord

Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs and Common Council

of the City of London went in proccilion to St.

James's to prefent an Addrefs to his Majefty on

his happy efcape from ajfaffmation. This example

was followed by nearly all the corporate bodies

throughout the kingdom; and the popularity of

the King was fenfibly increased by this trivial

and almoit ludicrous incident. The number and

quality of Knighthoods conferred on occafion of

thefe addrefles, were fuch as completed the ridi-

cule, fo fuccefsfully levelled fince the days of

Cervantes, againft that once honorable and en-

vied dittinclion *.

In the month of September 1786, the King

was pleafed to appoint anew Committee of Coun-

cil, for the confideration of all matters relating to

trade and foreign plantations. Of this Board the

famous Charles Jenkinfon, now for his long and

faithful fervices created Lord Hawkefbury, and

conflituted Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancafter,

was declared Prefident. Under the aulpices' of

* According to an anecdote fomewhere related of Charles II.

the witty and profligate, that monarch obfervir.g a perfon on

whom he was about to confer the honor of Knighthood to hano-

down his head and blufli, as if confeious of the deficiency of his

pretentions, exclaimed with his ufual good humour and plcafan-

try, " Don't be afhamed—'Tis I who have moil ieafon."

2 this
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this new Commiflion a treaty of commerce

was figned between the two Courts of England

and France (September 16, 1786) on the liberal

principles of equality and reciprocity. Its gene-

ral principle was to admit the mutual importation

and exportation of the commodities of each coun-

try at a very low ac{ valorem duty. The nego-

tiator of this treaty was Mr. Eden, who under the

Coalition Adminiftration had filled the lucrative

office of Vice-Treafurer of Ireland.

This was the firfl memorable defection from

that ill-ftarred and heterogeneous alliance : and it

was the more remarkable, as Mr. Eden had him-

felf been generally confidered as the original

projector of the Coalition, or at lean; as the man

who might conteft that honor with Mr. Burke.

He foon attained to the dignity of the peerage

tinder the title of Baron Auckland.

About the fame time a Convention was finnedO

with Spain of fome importance, as it finally ter-

minated the long fubfifting difputes refpecling the

fettlements of the Englifh Nation on the Mof-

quito fhore, and the coaft of Honduras. By the

prefent treaty the Mofquito fettlements were

formally and explicitly relinquished, as they had

already virtually been by the 6th article of the

general treaty of 1783. In return the bounda-

ries of the Englifh fettlements on the Coaii and

Bay
'b'
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Bay of Honduras were fomewhat extended, but

In fuch manner, and on fuch conditions, as to

leave the King of Spain in full pofTeffion of his

territorial rights and exclufive dominion.

In a political view this Convention anfwered a

valuable purpofe, as it removed a probable fource

of national difagreement. But the claims of hu-

manity and juftice were not fufficiently attended

to. For the Mofquito fettlers, who had from

time immemorial occupied their lands and habita-

tions under the protection of the Englifh Govern-

ment, and who amounted to many hundred fa-

milies in number, were peremptorily commanded

to evacuate the country ofthe Mofquitoes, without

exception, in the fpace of eighteen months, no-

thing farther being itipulated in their favor, than

that his Catholic Majefty " fhall order his Gover-

nors to grant to the faid Englifh fo difperfed, all

poffiblc facilities for their removal to the fettle-

ments agreed upon by the prefent Convention."

The greater! confufion, conflernation, and dif-

trefs among this unhappy people, was the inevi-

table refult of this barbarous edict of expulfion,

which, with the cold-blooded politicians of Eu-

rope, at the diftance of 3000 miles, pafled only

for a regulation of commerce. An affecting re-

prefentation of their diftreffes, and an humble pe-

tition for fome fort of indemnification from the

Govern-
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,
Government which had thus carelefsly abandoned

them to their fate, was fubfequently prefented to

the Board of Treafury ; but it does not appear to

have excited any attention. By " the infolence

of office," the fighs of the opprefled are regarded

as a fpecies of infult.

On the re-aflembling of Parliament, January

2,3, 1787, the firft object of debate which pre^

fented itfelf, was the Commercial Treaty with

France. On the 12th of February the Houfe

refolved itfelf into a Committee on this fubjecl,

when Mr. Pitt entered into a mod able and elo-

quent vindication of the meafure, though, in the

opinion of impartial perfons, the treaty fuffi-

ciently fpoke its own merits. Mr. Pitt declared

in energetic terms his abhorrence of the maxim,

that any nation was deflined to be the natural and

unalterable foe of another. It had no foundation

in the experience of nations, or in the hiftory of

men. It was a libel on the conftitution of poli-

tical focieties, and fuppofed the exiftence of in-

fernal malignity in our original frame. " France

(Mr. Pitt laid) in moft of our wars had been the

aggrefTor ; but her afiurances and franknefs in the

prefent negotiation were fuch as to entitle her to

a return of confidence. It was indeed ridiculous

to imagine that the French would confent to

yield advantages without the idea of compenfa-

tion. The treaty would doubtlefs be a benefit

Vol. IV. I to
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to them ; but he did not hcfitate to fay it would

be a much greater benefit to us. She gained for

her wines and other productions a great and opu-

lent market. We did the fame for our manu-

factures to a far greater degree. She procured a

market of eight millions of people, we a market

of twenty-four millions. Both nations were dif-

pofed and prepared for fuch a connection. France,

by the peculiar difpenfation of Providence, was

gifted, perhaps more than any other country upon

earth, with what made life defirable, in point of

foil, climate, and natural productions, in the moft

fertile vineyards, and the richer! harvefts. Bri-

tain, on the other hand, pofleffing thefc advan-

tages in an inferior degree, had, from the happy

freedom of its conftitution, and the equal fecurity

of its laws, rifen to a ftate of commercial gran-

deur, and acquired the ability of fupplying France

with the requisite conveniences of life, in exchange

for her natural luxuries."

Very piaufible objections were neverthelefs fug-

gefted by the Leaders of Oppofition again ft this

treaty, and predictions hazarded of the injury

which would be fuflained by Great Britain in

confequencc of this meafure., which were far from

being eventually verified ; and which it is there-

fore fuperfluous to particularize. Such, never-

thelefs, was the impreffion made upon the Houfe

by the arguments advanced, that no lefs than 162

. 9 members
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members divided againft the Minifter on a mo-

tion for an Addrefs to his Majefty, declaratory of

the approbation of the Houfe ; which was ulti-

mately carried by a majority of 76 voices.

The oppofition in the Houfe was not however

fupported, as in the cafe of the Irifh Propolitions,

by any commercial clamors beyond its walls. And
Mr. Pitt accurately and fatisfactorily accounted

for this difference, by obferviilg " that in the

former inftance the clamors of the manufacturers,

though he thought them founded in error, had

been general and violent, becaufe they perceived

no great and pofitive advantage in the intercourfe

to balance the apprehended evil of a rivalry and

competition, England being already in poflefiion

of the Irifli market. But now that they faw fo

rc
manifeft and valuable a benefit to be reaped, they

were willing to hazard the poffibility of the in-

jury-"

The topic on which the Oppofition infifted with

the moft advantage, and indeed the only real dif-

ficulty refpecling the execution of this treaty,

arofe from its inconfiftency on \\-\zfirft blujb with

the famous Methuen Treaty, concluded with Por-

tugal early in the prefent century, in conformity

to which the duties on Portugal wines were to

bear in future the proportion of only two-thirds

of thofe imported from France and other coun-

tries. But this point being candidly conceded by

I 2 France
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France in the progrefs of the bufinefs, the mea«»

fure received, as it well deferved, the neceflary

concurrence and fanclion of Parliament, and the

whole tranfaclion terminated greatly to the honor

ofthe Minifter, and the advantage of the Nation ;

the fole caufe of regret, in fact, being the limita-

tion of the treaty to the fhort period of twelve

years.

Another very ufeful commercial meafure, though

of very inferior importance, a meafure founded on

the reports of the Commiffioners of Public Ac-

counts, was early in the prefent feffion brought

forward by Mr. Pitt for the confolidation of the

Cuftoms, by the total abolition of all the exifling

confufed and complex duties, and fubftituting in

their (lead a tingle duty on each article, amount-

ing as nearly as poffible to the aggregate of the

various fubfidies now paid ; taking univerfally, in-

ftead of a fraction, the neareft integral number

above it. By this means the revenue would be

confiderably benefited, and the merchant reliev-

ed from a ferious inconvenience. It is a curious

circumftance, that the feries of refolutions pre-

fented to the Houfe, but of which they chofe to

wave the formality of reading, amounted to more

than three thoufand in number.

A regulation of finance, much lefs generally

approved, was alfo propofed by Mr. Pitt, relative

to the tax on poft-horfes, which he affirmed to

have
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liave been moil grofsly and fcandaloufly evaded.

By way of remedy, he recommended that it

fhould be farmed by auction to the higher! bidder,

on the ufual plan of the turnpike duty. This

was reprefented as repugnant to the genius of the

Englifli Conftitution. It might prove, as the

farming of the revenue had notorioufly done in

France, the fource of infinite abufe and oppre£-

fion. It eilablifhed a dangerous and alarming

precedent, and required to be refolutely refilled

in the outfet. Upon the queftion for going into

a Committee on this Bill, the numbers were only

147 ayes to 100 noes. It mud however be ac-

knowledged, that this obnoxious regulation has

not been found productive of any practical incon-

venience.

In the courfe of the fcffion Mr. Fox moved

for the repeal of the odious Shop Tax, which, in

confequence of the pertinacious adherence of Mr.

Pitt to a meafure in itfelf very trivial and unin-

terefting, had become a matter of permanent and

ferious concern. It appeared from the flatement

of Mr. Fox, that the City of London and its en-

virons paid forty-three (hares in fifty-nine of this

duty, the whole produce being eflimated at only

fifty-nine thoufand pounds. This was affirmed

with reafon to be an unjuft and monftrous di {pro-

portion. But in truth the Commutation Tax fell

as heavily in proportion upon the country, as the

I 3 Shop
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Shop Tax upon the metropolis ; however compa-

ratively destitute of the means of enforcing their

complaints, or procuring redrefs. On the divifion

the numbers were, ayes 147, noes 183 ; the Mini-

fterial majority in a full Houfe being, on this fecond

attempt at repeal, reduced to 36 voices only.

On the 2.8th of March 1787, a motion of great

importance was made by Mr. Beaufoy, a Mem-
ber of the Houfe, diftinguifhed by his knowledge,

talents, and general refpectability of character, for

amending, and in part repealing, the laws known

by the appellation of the Corporation and Tell:

Acts, fo far as related to the Proteftant Diffenters,

who weakly flattered themfelves, that their recent

fervices were not as yet wholly loft to the recol-

lection of the Court. In his introductory fpeech,

Mr. Beaufoy gave a clear and judicious hiftorical

narrative of the origin of thefe Acts. " The Cor-

poration Act declared that no perfon fhould be

elected into any municipal office, who mould not

one year before his election have taken the facra-

ment. according to the ufage of the Church of

England. The Teft Act required of every per-

fon accepting a civil or military office under the

Crown, to take the facrament in like manner with-

in a limited time; in default of which he was lia-

ble to a fine of 500I. and incurred other penalties

in the high eft degree fevere and rigorous. The

firft of thefe Acts was patted in the year 1661 ;

and
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and the defpotic and arbitrary fpifit in which it was

framed, mfficiently appeared from a tingle claufe

in the A61, empowering the King for a -limited

time to remove at his pleafure all municipal of-

ficers by Commiffioners of his appointment. This

Act was levelled indifcriminately agairifi Proteft-

ant and Catholic Diflenters : but in the year 1673,

the <era of the Teft Act, the ftate of things was

materially changed. The jealoufy of Parliament

in regard to the Proteftant Diflenters had now fub-

fided, and the alarm of all the different denomi-

nations of Proteftants was equally eKcited by the

dangers to which Proteftantifm itfelf was expofed

by the flagrant attempts of the Court to efFecl the

reftoration of the Popilh religion. The King him-

felf was believed, on good ground, to be nothing

better than a concealed PapifL The Duke of

York, his brother, and immediate fucceflbr to the

Crown, was not only an avowed convert to that

religion, but a flaming and furious zealot. Lord

Clifford, the firft miniftcr, and other perfons in high

authority, were alfo bigoted Papifts ; and a Decla-

ration of Indulgence had been publimed by the

King, in order to make way for the introduction

of Popery. In thefe circumftances, the Ted A61

was a meafure of national policy and fafety. It

bore the title of * An Act for preventing the Dan-

ger which may happen from Popith Reculants'

—

and the Diflenters., far from concurring in the

1

4

oppofition
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opposition made by the Court to this Bill, publicly

declared, through the medium of Mr. Alderman

Love, one of the Members for the City of Lon-

don, and himfelf a DhTenter, ' that in a time of

public danger they would in no wife impede the

progrefs of a meafure deemed efTential to the fafety

of the kingdom ;—and though they zvere accidentally

included in the operation of it, they would wave their

claim to an exemption, trutting to the good faith,

juftice, and humanity of Parliament, that a future

provifion mould be made for their relief.' This

feafonable declaration extremely facilitated the

palling of the Bill, and was received with juft and

general applaufe. A Bill for their relief was ac-

cordingly at a fubfequent period of the feflion

palled by the Commons, but defeated by the fud-

den prorogation of Parliament. A fecond Bill was

in a fucceeding Parliament brought in, and palled

both Houfes ; but while it lay ready for the royal

aflent, the King degraded his dignity fo far, as fe-

cretly to order the Clerk of the Crown to withdraw

the Bill; and the Parliament being foon after-

wards diflblved, it never palled into a law.

" But the relief which the unprincipled pro-

fligacy of Charles refufed to grant, the mag-

nanimity of William was impatient to bellow.

In one of his earlielt fpeeches from the throne,

he exprelTed his i earn eft hope, that fuch al-

teration would be made in the laws as would

leave
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leave room for the admiffion of all his Proteftant

fubjects who were willing to ferve him.' But at

this period the High Church and Tory intereil

predominated in oppofition to the wife and falutary

policy of the Court. From the memorable protell

of the Lords upon this fubject in the year 1689,

it appeared neverthelefs that the fentiments of

feveral of the greater!: men in that extraordinary

aera coincided with thofe of their Sovereign. And

upon another occaflon of a ftill later date—a con-

ference between the two Houfes upon the Bill of

occalional Conformity—the Peers (not a few indi-

viduals only of that AfTembly, but the whole

Houfe) expreffed in language ftill more emphati-

cal their abhorrence of the injuftice of the Ten:

Aft."

In difcuffing the general policy of this law, Mr.

Beaufoy obferved, " that to the higher trull of

legiflative authority the Diflenters were admitted

without referve. From the Members of that

Houfe, from the Members of the Houfe of Peers,

no religious teft was required. Hence he ftrongly

inferred the abfurdity of the impofition in quef-

tion. He had heard indeed of an idle opinion

that there was fomething of a republican ten-

dency, of an anti-monarchical bias, in the very

doctrines of the Prefbyterian Church. From fo

vague an aftertion he appealed to experience.

Were the Scots fufpected of an indifference to

Monarchy ?
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Monarchy ? He had heard them taxed with a pre-

dilection for thofe maxims ofpolicy which were the

moft favorable to power ; but of levelling princi-

ples, of republican attachments, he had never heard

them accufed. The Englifh Diffenters, fince the

Revolution, which had firft gnTen this country a

Conftitution, had uniformly acted on principles

the moft beneficial, and had conftantly proved

themfelves the ardent fupporters and the faithful

adherents of that Tyftem of Monarchy which was

cftablifhed by law. Would then the repeal of the

Teft Act prove injurious to the Eftablifhed Church ?

God forbid ! The fuggefted repeal was no at-

tack upon the rights of others ; it was merely the

completion ofthat wife fyftem oftoleration adopted

«$» at the sera ofthe Revolution. The Church of Eng-

land flourifhed long before the Teft Act cxifted.

In Scotland, no fuch law ever had a being. Had
Scotland therefore no Eftablifhed Church ? In

Ireland, the relief now folicited had been granted

feven years ago. But was the Church of Ireland

therefore deftroyed ? In Holland, in Ruffia, in

Pruffia, in Hanover, no traces of fuch a teft

were to be found. In the dominions of the Em-
peror, all difqualifications of this nature had been

recently abolifhed. In France, a fimilar relief

wras granted by the Edict of Nantz, from the

revocation of which France had fo feverely fuf-

fered, and which was now, as it was fuppofed,

about
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about to bereftored. In fact," Mr. Beaufoyjuft-

ly added, " the repeal of the Teft, fo far from be-

ing pernicious to the Eflablifhed Church, would be

falutary. The different clafles of Diflenters had no

general intereft, no bond of union, but that re-

proachful exclufion from public employments

which was common to them all. If he were farther

afked, If juftice be the principle on which you

decide, fhall not the Catholics enjoy the common

privileges of citizenfhip ? he would anfwer with-

out hefitation, If the Catholics could give a fuffi-

cient pledge of loyalty to their Sovereign, and

attachment to the laws—queitions not now before

the Houfe—he mould think they ought to be ad-

mitted to the civil and military fervice ofthe State."

Such were the liberal and elevated fentiments of

this fpeaker, who concluded this excellent addrefs

with an enumeration of other confiderations, more

of a religious than political kind, in favor of the

repeal, deduced from the grofs profanation to

which the nature of the prefent Teft fubjected a

facred and folemn Chriftian rite. Mr. Beaufoy de-

clared, " that he fhould have thought it not unbe-

coming the fanctity of the Bifhops to have foli-

cited the removal of this fcandal from the Church.

But let the requifition come from whatever quarter

it might, lure he was that a compliance with it

would reflect honor On that Houfe : for whatever

tended to the debafement of religion, diminifheel

political



124 K. GEORGE III.

political authority, and weakened all the functions

of civil and focial order."

Lord North, true to his original principles of

Toryifm and High Churchifm, rofe with much

zeal to oppofe this dangerous attempt at innova-

tion. Declaring himfelf a friend to toleration in

its full extent, he conjured the Houfe at the fame

time to confider, that the prefent motion went

not merely to toleration, but to the. repeal of an A61

which was the great bulwark of the Conftitution,

and to which we owed the ineflimable bleffings of

freedom. The excluuon of the Diflenters from

civil offices, Lord North faid, was no injury or

difgrace. The Teft Act was merely a civil and

political regulation ; and the arguments againfl it

were equally applicable to all thofe renrictions

which the wifdom of government in all countries

had found it neceilary to eftablifh. His Lordfhip

mentioned the alarm of the Clergy at this at-

tempt ; and he added, that they all knew the per-

nicious nature of a cry, that the Church is in

danger. There was no complaint of eccleliani-

cal tyranny;—univerfal toleration was eftablifhed.

Let them therefore be upon their guard againir.

innovation in the Church, nor confound the

toleration of religious opinions with the mode of

admiffion to civil and military appointments."

Mr. Pitt enforced the arguments of Lord North,

but with far more ability and addrefs. He de-

clared.
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clared, in very flattering and explicit terms, the

efleem and regard which he entertained for the

collective body of Proteltant Diflenters, who had

ever approved themfelves the genuine and zealous

friends of conflitutional liberty ; of which their

conduct during the late political confli6ts had ex-

ifled a memorable proof, and he acknowledged

with gratitude and pleafure the honorable and una-

nimous fupport which he had experienced from

them at that momentous and interefling critis.

He mull neverthelefs, however reluctantly, dif-

charge what he conceived to be his indifpenfable

duty in oppofing the prefent application for a

repeal of the Corporation and Tell Ac"ls. Jt had

been faid, If you grant this, the fame perfons will

foon come to you again to alk fomething more.

This had no weight with him. He would not ob-

ject to concede what he ought to concede, be-

caufe he might be afked to concede what he

ought not to concede. But a diftinclion was,

in his opinion, here neceflary to be made be-

tween political and civil liberty. The latter

he contended that the Diflenters already en-

joyed in its fulled extent. The former was in

fact nothing elfe than a diflribution of power,

which muft be regulated by the difcretion of the

State. The employments and offices of the

State were not the property of individuals ; they

' were public trufts to be confided to thofe who

were politically competent to occupy them. The

DifTenters
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Diflenters defired, as a matter of right and juftice^

a participation of offices. If this were granted,

they might acquire a dangerous afcendency in

Corporations ; and an exclufive corporation in-

terefl in the hands of the Diflenters was a very

different thing from the liberty of fitting in that

Houfe on the free choice of the general mafs of

electors. It was now indeed aflerted, that they had

no fuch object in contemplation. But it was ne-

ceflary to take into the account the real fprings

by which human affairs were regulated, and not

to depend upon the fecurity of words in contra-

diftinction to the tenor and tendency of actions.

There were perfons amongft the Diflenters who

would not admit any ecclefiaftical eftablifhment to

be neceflary. Againft fuch perfons it became the

Legifiature to be upon their guard. He had in-

deed an high opinion of the merits of Diflenters ;

but they already enjoyed every mental privilege,

every freedom to ferve God according to their

conferences in the moft ample degree."

The motion of Mr. Beaufoy was powerfully fup-

ported by Mr. Fox, who magnanimoufly declared,

" that whatever peribnal reafon he might have to

complain of the'recent conduct of the Diflenters,

he would never lofe fight of the great principles

of civil and religious liberty, on which the pre-

fent application to the Houfe was founded. He
had confidered himfelf as honored in acting with

them on many former occafions, and he acknow-

ledged
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ledged the general tenor of their political conduct

to be in the highefl degree meritorious. In his

opinion, it was very unwife in any cafe to take re-

ligion as religion for a teft in politics ; and he

averred, that the maxims advanced by Mr. Pitt

were fuch, that though he declined perfecution in

words, he admitted the whole extent of it in prin-

ciple." Upon a divition, after a long debate, the

numbers appeared, for the motion ioo, againft it

i 7 8.

This was by no means, confidering the op-

pofition of the Minister to the motion, a dif-

couraging division on the firft effort. But the

DifTenters were in the laft degree aftonifhed and

chagrined at the part taken by Mr. Pitt in this

debate, it being almoft univerfally undcrftood

by them, that the application would at leaft not

be difcountenanccd by him. And the expreffions

ufed by him in the previous conferences held

with the leading DifTenters, though far from

amounting to a promife of fapport, were conii-

dered as certain indications of a favorable difpo-

fition. Doubtlefs Mr. Pitt found, in the progrefs

of the butinefs, obftacles in the way of the repeal

which he had not at firft apprehended ; and he

flattered hiinfelf, that his public profeifions of re-

gard and efteem for the DifTenters would fo far

footh and conciliate their minds as to reconcile

them to the difappointment they mfuiined. But

the
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the moll refined addrefs, and the greater!; ability

in the management of bujinefs, may eafily be over*

rated. It was not poffible for Mr. Pitt, on this

grand queflion, to Hand well at once with the

Court and with the. DifTenters. The DifTenters

clearly perceived the difference between the fitua-

tion of Mr. Pitt and that of his predeceffor Sir

Robert Walpole, when the laft application for a

repeal of the Tell was made on their part above

fifty years before. That wife Minifter, though his

judgment was decidedly in favor of the repeal

abfiracledly conjidered, was juftly apprehenlive ofthe

clamors which would have been unqueflionably

raifed at that turbulent period againfl a meafure,

as the confequence ofwhich the weak, the bigoted,

and the factious would have joined in vociferating,

that the Church was in danger. It was an ex-

periment at that time not worth the rifque ; and

the Minifter chofe the leafl of the two evils, con-

descending himfelf to talk abfurdly, in order to pre-

vent others from acting mifchievoufiy. But that

fenfelefs and terrific clamor had long fince become

a mere brutum fulmen. The application of the Dii-

fenters in the prefent inftance was in unifon with

the general fenfe ofthe Public and oftheParliament,

or at leafl not inconfiflent with it ; and a flight

degree of countenance only from the Court would

have fufficed to enfure the fuccefs of the motion :

nor, on the other hand, was the oppofition of the

Court
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Court fo openly and decidedly hoftile as to pre*-

clude the idea of future attempts.

The attention of the Houfe and of the Nation

was foon transferred to a fubjecl of a very different

nature. When the Prince of Wales attained the

age of majority, A. E>. 1783, the fum of fifty thou-

sand pounds per annum only was allotted to him

Out of the Civil Lift revenue to defray the entire

expence of his eftablifhment. Confidering the

numerous falaries payable to the officers of his

houfehold, this fum was manifeftly inadequate

to thejuft fiipport of his rank and fitnation irt

life ; and the then Minifters, Mr. Fox and Lord

North, ftrongly infifted upon the neceffity of fix-

ing the revenue of the Prince at one hundred

thoufand pounds per annum, which the late King

had enjoyed as Prince of Wales at a period wHeil

the Civil Lift produced two hundred thoufand.

pounds per annum lefs than at prefent. To this

the Sovereign pofitively objected ; and the Prince,

in order to prevent difagreeable cortfequences, ge-

iieroufly declared, that he chofe to depend upon

the fpontaneous bounty of the King. The obvi-

ous rcfult of this miferable ceconomy was, that

the Prince, in the four years which were now

elapfed, had contracted debts to a large amount

;

his negligence as to pecuniary concerns being

perhaps increafed by the confeioufnefs of the ex-

treme difficulty and apparent impoffibility of con-

Vol. IV. K trading
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tracting his cxpences within the narrow Kmits of

his income. The public, not fufficiently adverting

to thefe circumflanccs, cenfnred the Prince with.

a too rigid feverity for the heedleffnefs and prodi-

gality of his conduct. The general prejudice was

much heightened by the habitual and confiden-

tial intercourfe maintained by the Prince with the

great leaders of the late unpopular Adminiftration.

It was alfo too notorious to admit of difcuife or

palliation, that the Prince was exempt from none

of thofe youthful indifcretions and excefles by

which men of high rank in early life are for the

mod part fo unhappily characterized.

A report of a very ferious nature had moreover

for fome time paft gained very general credit;

namely, that the Prince had contracted a fecret

marriage with a lady of the Roman Catholic reli-

gion ;—a fatal Hep, for which the acknowledged

pcrfonal charms and' mental accomplifhments of

Mrs. Fitzherbert (fuch was the name of the lajly in

queftion) would make in the public opinion a very

inadequate compensation. It is true that the mar-

riage, in whatever mode it were folemnizcd, could

not by the Royal Marriage Act be regarded as

legal ; end by a claufe in the Act of Settlement, if

the legality of the marriage were affirmed, the

Prince, by marrying a Papiit, would ipfofafio forfeit

his right of fucceilion to the Crown. His fituation

therefore was in the higheft degree lingular and'

critical
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critical, efpecially as the Marriage Act itfelf was by

many perfons confidered as founded in fuch mani-

fefl abfurdity and injuftice, as to be in its own na-

ture null and void. To balarice thefe unfavorable

circumftances, the Prince was faid to poflefs good

temper and good fenfc : his perfon was agreeable,

his deportment affable and engaging, and, by mix-

ing familiarly in the fociety of men of enlightened

minds, he had, as there was good reafon to believe,

acquired farjufter arid more liberal ideas of the

nature of government and the fpirit of legifla-

tion than thofe which conftituted the policy of the

prefent reign; Happily alfo, as it was contrary

to law for the Heir Apparent to leave the king-

dom, he had the advantage of atl Englifh educa-

tion, Elnd his manners and modes of thinking were

entirely Englifh ; while the German education of

the Bifhop of Ofnaburgh, now Duke of York,

and of the other younger branches of the Royal

Houfe, and their farhiliarity With the German

Courts, could ha\Te no other tendency than to in-

fpire them with fentiments totally oppolite to the

geniris of the Englifh Conrtitution. There is no-

thing indeed more furprrfing in the hiftory of

the prefent reign, than the tame acquiefcence of

the Legiilature in f6 apparent an affront, as is im-

plied in the fuppofitiort that ah Englifh Prince

cannot receive an education in England proper

for his flation. England has, it muft be confeffed,

K 4 been
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been indeed grofsly and culpably inattentive to the

education of her princes ; and in this refpect,

as well as many others, the prefent reign will

furniih to poiterity a ftriking and in-ltructive

lcfibn.

Finding his embarraftinents continually increaf-

ing, and a large debt accumulated, the Prince of

Wales, in the fummer of 1786, applied to the

King his father for affiftance : but meeting with

a harfh and peremptory refufal, he adopted a re-

folution which feemed to* indicate a firmnefs and'

vigor of mind, capable under a right direction of

great and noble things. Suppreffing the efta-

blifhmcnt of his houfchold, he formally vefted for-

ty thoufand pounds per annum of his revenue in

the hands of truflees for the liquidation of his

debts. His ftud of running horfes, his hunters,

and even his coach-horfes, were fold by public

auction. The elegant improvements and addi-

tions making to the palace of Carlton Houfe,

where he redded, were fuddenly Hopped, and the

moil fplendid apartments flint up from ufe ; in

this manner choofing to retire from the world,

rather than forfeit the honor of a gentleman by

practiling on the credulity of his creditors.

Things had remained in this poflure for near

a twelvemonth, when the Prince was perfuaded

to give his afTent to a propoial for laying the ftate

of his affairs before Parliament ; and on the 20th

of
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of April Mr. Alderman Newnham, Member for

the City of London, gave notiee that he would

bring forward a motion for an Addrefs to the

King, praying him to take the fituation of the

Prince into confederation, and to grant him fuch

relief as he in his wifdom mould think fit, and

pledging the Houfe to make good the fame.

This gave rife to an interefting convcrfation

;

and Mr. Newnham was, by the Miniftcr and

many other Members of the Houfe, carneftly en-

treated to withdraw his motion, as fertile of incon-

venience and mifchief.

Mr. Pitt faid, " that by the perfeverance of Mr.

Newnham he fhould be driven to the difclofure

of circumfrances which he mould otherwife have

thought it his duty to conceal." And Mr. Rolle,

Member for Devonfhire, declared, " that the in-

veftigation of this queftion involved in it circum-

llances which tended immediately to affect the

Conltitution in Church and State.'"

Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and other Gentlemen

in the confidence of the Prince, declared that

" there was nothing which the Prince of Wales

}cCs feared, than a full and impartial investigation

of his conduct; and nothing that his Royal High-

nefs would more deprecate, than a ftudied ambi-

guity or affeel:ed tendernefs, on the pretence of

refpeel: or indulgence." Mr. Rolle was particularly

K 3 called
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called upon, though in vain, to explain the ex-

traordinary language he had ufed.

The fubjecl: being in a few days refumed, Mr.

Fox again called thp attention, of the Houfe tp

the declaration of Mr. Rolle. " To what that

declaration alluded (Mr. Fox faid) it was impof-

fible tq aftertax till the perfon who made it

thought proper to explain his meaning : but he

fuppofed it mufl refer to that bafe and malicious

calumny which had been propagated without doors

by the enemies of the Prince, with a view to de-

preciate his character, and injure him in the efteevn

of his country." Mr. Fox further declared " that

ihe Prince had authqrifed him to aflert, that, as

a Peer of Parliament, he was ready in the other

Houfe to fubmit to any the molt pointed ques-

tions that could be put to him upon the fubjecl,

or to afford the King or his Minifters the full-

ed affurances of the utter falfehpod of the fact in

queftion."

Mr. Rolle now thought proper to acknowledge,

that the fubjecl upon which Mr. Fox had fpoken,

was the matter to which he had alluded as affect-

ing both Church and State. He faid " that the

reports relative to this tranfaction had made a deep

impreffion upon the minds of all men who loved

and venerated the Conftitution. He knew that

this thing could not have been accomplifhed under

the
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the formal fanction of law ; but if it exiftcd as

a fact, it might be productive of the moft alarm-

ing confequences, and ought to be fatisfactorily

cleared up."

Mr. Fox replied, " that he did not deny the

calumny in queltion merely with regard to the

effect of certain exifting laws, but he denied it in

toto, in fact as well as in law. The fact not only

could never have happened legally, but never did

happen in any way, and had from the beginning

been a vile and malignant falfehood."

Mr. Rolle rofe again, and afked, " whether in

what he now aflerted Mr. Fox fpokc from direct:

authority ?" Mr. Fox faid he had fpoken from

direct authority.

In confequence of thefe explicit and authorita-

tive affeverations, Mr. Rolle was loudly called upon

to exprefs his fatisfaction. But this he obftinately

declined, faying only " that the Houfe would

judge for themfelves of what had paffed." On

this Mr. Sheridan was provoked to declare, " that

if Mr. Rolle perfifted in his refufal, or otherwifc

to put the matter into fuch a ftate of enquiry as

Jboidd fatisfy him, the Houfe ought to come to

a rcfolution, * that it was feditious and difloyal to

propagate reports injurious to the character of the

Prince."

Mr. Pitt now properly interpofed, and pro-

tected againft fo flagrant an attack on the free-

K 4 dom
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dom of fpeech and deliberation in that Houfe.

And it mud be confefTed that Mr. Rolle was To,

far juftified as the voice of the public could jus-

tify him, in retaining his doubts ; for a general

and firm perfuafion null prevailed of a fecret mar-

riage between the Prince and Mrs. Fitzherbert

:

though no one prefumed to call in queftion the

honor of Mr. Fox in the declarations made by

him in the Prince's name, for which he undoubt-

edly had, or thought he had, fufficient authority,

and which operated to the perfect: apparent con-

viction of the Houfe of Commons ; though, to

complete the myftery and perplexity of the bufi-

nefs, it was fubfequently reported and believed

that a temporary coolnefs at leail had taken place

between the Prince and Mr, Fox from the sera

of this debate, and as the confequence of that

warmth of indignation which carried Mr. Fox in-

advertently beyond the flricl limits of his com-

miffion.

In this ftage of the bufinefs an interview, at

the defire of the King, took place between the

Prince of Wales and Mr. Pitt, at Carlton Houfe

;

and the Prince was informed, w that if the intended

motion were withdrawn, every thing might be

fettled to his Royal Highnefs's fatisfa6tion." This

being acceded to, a meflage was delivered by the

Minifter from the King to the Houfe, Hating his

Majcfty's great concern,, " that from the accounts of

the
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the Prince of Wales it had appeared that he had

incurred a debt to a large amount, which, pain-

mi as it was to him to propofe any addition to

the burdens of his people, he was induced by his

paternal affection to the Prince, to defire the

afliftance of Parliament to difeharge—on the

well-grounded expectation, neverthelcfs, of the

Prince's avoiding to contract any iimilar debt in

future ; with a view to which, the King had di-

rected a fum of ten thouland pounds to be paid

out of the Civil Lift, in addition to his former al-

lowance."

On the very next day after the accounts re-

ferred to in the Royal Meflage wrere laid before

the Houfc, and of which the dignified generofity

of the Houfe flittered not the infpeetion, an Ad-

drefs was voted to the King, to requeit him to di-

rect the fum of one hundred and fixty-one thoufand

pounds to be paid out q{ the Civil Lilt for the full

difeharge of the debts of the Prince of Wales, and

the farther fum of twenty thoufand pounds to

pomplete'the repairs of Carlton Houfe.

It may be remarked, in difmifling this fubjeel,

that the fum of fifty thouland pounds had been

already actually expended on Carlton Houfe ; fo

that, if the Prince had enjoyed a revenue equal to

that of the late King when Prince of Wales, there

would have accrued in the four years elapfed firice

bis majority a very conliderablc faving, notwith-

standing
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Handing that extraordinary expcnce ; and thus the

complaints of extravagance do not appear to reft

upon a very folid foundation.

The fubject of Mr. Haftings's impeachment had

been refumed early in the prefent feffion, and

had occupied a large proportion of it. The prU

mary charge refpecting the Rohilla war, brought

forward by Mr. Burke towards the conclufion of

ih& feffion of 1786, had made a deep impreffion

upon the Houfe : and although Mr. Haftings had

been acquitted of the charge, it was upon grounds

on which it was impoffible to reft his future de-

fence.

The conducl of Mr. Pitt had been hitherto

indecifive and myfterious ; but the part taken by

Mr. Jenkinfon, and the party of which he was

confidered as the head, left no room for doubt as

to the fecrct inclination of the Court : and al-

though Mr. Pitt, on the Benares charge, ftated by

Mr. Fox, had voted againft Mr. Haftings, he ex-

prefsly declared that he did not, upon that account,

confider himfelf as committed to a final vote of

impeachment. The grand queftion therefore ftill

remained doubtful, when on the 7th of Febru-

ary 1787 Mr. Sheridan opened the third charge

refpeeting the Begum Princcftes of Oude, with

an eloquence and energy which were perhaps

never furpafied, and which, in their confequences,

proved entirely decifive.

The



K. GEORGE III. 139

The fubftance of this, as of the other principal

charges, has already been recorded in the regular

narration of India tranfac"Hons. A flight extract

or two from Mr. Sheridan's ipeech may ferve to

excite a faint idea of the tranfcendent ability with

which this charge was enforced :

—

Mr. Sheridan faid, " that the conduct of Mr.

Haftings refpccling the Nabob and Begums of

Oude comprehended in it every fpecies of hu-

man offence. He had been guilty of rapacity at

pnee violent and infatiable, of treachery cool and

premeditated, ofoppreffion unprovoked, of barba-

rity wanton and unmanly. So long fince as the

year 1775 the Begum Princefs, widow of Sujah

nl Dowla, had written to Mr. Haftings in the

following moving terms :
—

' If it is your pleafure

that the mother of the late Nabob, that myfelf, his

other women, and his infant children fhould be

reduced to a ftate of difhonor and diftrefs, we

mull fubmit. But if, on the contrary, you call

to mind the friendfhip of the late blefled Nabob.,

you will exert yourfelf effectually in favor of us

who are helplefs.' Inflamed by difappointment at

Benares, he haftened to the fortrefs of Chunar, to

put in execution the atrocious deiign of inftigating

the Nabob, fon of this Princefs, to parricide and

plunder. No fooner had Mr. Haftings determin-

ed to invade the fubftance of Juftice, than he re-

folved to avail himfelf of her judicial forms, and

difpatched
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difpached a meflenger for the Chief Juflice of

India to aflift him in perpetrating the violence he

had meditated. Without a moment's paufc, or

the fhadow of procefs inftituted, fentence was

pronounced. And thus, at the fame time that

the fword of Government was converted to an af-

faflin's dagger, the pure ermine ofJuflice was flam-

ed and foiled with the bafefl contamination. It

was clear to demonflration, that the Begums were

not concerned in the infurrection of Benares. No,

their treafures were their trcafon. If (laid this

eloquent fpeaker) the mind of Mr. Haflings were

fufccptiblc of fuperftition, he might image the

proud fpirit of Sujah ul Dowla looking down upon

the ruin and devaluation of his family ; beholding

the palace which he had adorned with the ipoils

of the devoted Rohillas, plundered by his bafe and

perfidious ally ; and viewing the man whom on

his death-bed he had conftituted the guardian of

his wife, his mother, and his family, forcibly cx-

poiing thofe clear relations, the objects of his fo-

lemn truft, to the rigor of the mcrcilefs feafons,

or the violence of the more mcrcilefs foldiery.

—

Such were the awful difpenfations of retributive

juflice!— It was not given to that Houfe to wit-

nefs the tremulous joys of the millions whom the

vote of that night would fave from the cruelty of

corrupted power. But the blefiings of the peo-

ple thus delivered, would not be diffipated in

o empty
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empty air. No ; they would lift up their prayers

to Heaven in gratitude to the power, which, by

ftretching its mighty arm acrofs the deep, had

faved them from ruin and deftruclion."

On this occafion Mr. Pitt acted a part which

did him great honor. Though the eloquence of

Mr. Sheridan had excited a fpirit of enthufiafm

in the Houfe, which perhaps no degree of mini-'

fterial influence could have counteracted, it would

be highly invidious and unjuft to attribute the

decided conduct of Mr. Pitt on this memorable

night to the apprehenfion of being left in a minority

by an attempt to negative the motion. On the con-

trary, he appeared penetrated with a perfect convic-

tion of the atrocity of the facts, and of the ftrcngth

of the evidence by which they were fupported.

And the Minifter, who in the comparatively in-

significant bufinefs of an election return could fo

far degrade himfelf as to countenance, and even

publicly to vindicate, an act of deliberate injufiice,

now felt all the fympathies of humanity, all the

energies of virtue, awakened in his breaft, and

impelling him to teftify, in terms the moft ex-

plicit and expreffive, his deteflation of perfidy to

vile, of cruelty fo remorfelefs. On a divifion the

numbers were, in favor of the motion 1 75, againit

it 68.

On the 2d of March Mr. Pelham opened the

charge
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charge relative to the Nabob of Ferfuckaoacij

which was affirmed by 1 12 againft 50 voices.

On the 1.5th of March the charge upon the

fubject of contracts was brought forward by Sir

James Erfkine. "All of them," Sir James Erf-

kine obferved, " were made in direct violation of

the regulation? of the Court of Directors, { that

the contracts mould be given from year to year,

that they mould be publicly advertifed, and be

difpofed of to the beft bidder.' The contract for

rice was avowedly given to Mr. Auriol, as ' a re-

ward for his long and faithful fervices.' Of his

expenditure no vouchers were required, but the

accounts were to be given in upon honor. This

mode of pairing accounts was (the Honorable

mover obferved) peculiar to India, as indeed ho-

nor there was of a peculiar nature. It dreaded

the production of proofs, had an intuitive abhor-

rence of being confronted with truth, and fhrunk

like the fenfitive plant from the touch of enquiry.

The opium contract. Mr. Sullivan, fon to the

Chairman of the India Company, had immediately

sold for a clear profit of fifty-two thoufand

pounds. Another contract had been given to

Mr. Archibald Frafer, the near relation of Sir

Elijah Impey, who had thought it neceflary to

dlfpatch affidavits to England, for the purpofe of

clearing himfelf from the fufpicion-of participat-

ing
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ing in the profits accruing from it. Thefe affi-

davits (Sir James faid) were the paftoral eflays of

the Learned Judge, his fongs in rifias et flumina,

the forerunners only of thofe epic atteftations, the

fnelia et reges, by which he had commemorated

the wars of Benares and the rebellion of Oude."

On this article the diviiion was, ayes 60, noes 26.

Upon the 23d of March the charge relative to

Fyzoola Khan was brought forward by Mr*

Windham. This was carried on a diviiion of 96

againft 37 voices.

On the 2d of April Mr. Sheridan opened to

the Houfe the charge upon the fubject of pre-

fents : upon which occafion he obferved, " that

the late Governor General had, in every part of

his conducl, exhibited proofs of a wild, eccen-

tric, and irregular mind. He had been every

thing by Harts, and nothing long—now high

and lofty, now mean and infidious—now artful

and temporifmg, now rigid and inflexible—in

pride, in paffion, in all things changeable except

in corruption. His revenge was a tempeft, a tor-

nado blackening the horizon, and involving all

within the fphere of its influence in one common
deftruclion. But his corruption was regular and

lyflematic, a monfoon blowing uniformly from one

point of the com pais, and wafting the wealth of

India to the lame port in one certain direcliom"

Upon
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Upon a divifion, the numbers appeared, ayes i6j;

noes 54.

On the 1 gth' of April the charge respecting the

revenues was opened by Mr. Francis, who had

formerly occupied with fb much hortor to himfelf^

but fo unavailingly as to the public, the office of

Member of the Suprciric Council in India, and

who had recently taken his feat as a Member of

the Houfe ofCommonsj This charge was of a

very important and interefting nature; and Mr.

•Francis entered into a moft able and elaborate

difcuflion of it. He (hewed, from the very nature

of their tenure, " that the Zemindars were not

mere collectors of the revenue, as they had been

artfully reprefented by Mr. Haftings, but real

land-holders pofleffing a permanent, divisible, and

hereditary property,, defcending even 'to women.

He enumerated the different modes of managing

the revenues of Bengal, adopted by Mr. Haftings

in the courfe of thirteen years. ee The object

of Mr. Haftings, he faid, was to avoid com-

ing to a fixed Settlement, for then there muft be

an end of peculation. At the time of his ac-

ceffion to the government the provinces had not

perfectly recovered the effedts of the dreadful fa-

mine which had taken place in Bengal at a very

recent period; yet then did the Committee of Cir-

cuit, under the Sanction of Mr. Haftings, raife the

rents
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Tents of the zemindaries to an unheard-offtandard

;

and bythe enfuing project of 178 1, the whole land-

ed property of the country was put up to a pretend-

ed auction ; the proprietors were univerfally depriv-

ed of their eftates, and banyans, cheats, and ad-

venturers of all forts, put into pofTeffion of their

lands. Under this fettlement Cantoo Baboo, Mr.

Haftings's banyan, held farms to the amount of

135,0001. per annum. The Directors had ordered

the perfons competing the Committee of Circuit

to be profecuted, but Mr. Haftings had ordered

the profecution to be withdrawn. A Committee

of Revenue was fubfequently introduced under the

influence of Gunga Govind Sing, a notorious and

adroit villain, which completed the ruin of the

country. When Mr. Haftings came into pofTef-

fion of the Bengal Government, he found it a fer-

tile, populous, and profperous country ; it con-

tained a regular gradation of ranks like a pyramid,

from a well-ordered yeomanry to fovereign princes :

but thefe diftinctions have been broken down

—

the whole nation has been pounded as it were by

the oppreffion of the Government into one mafs

—

and the prince was no otherwife difcoverable from

the peafant than by the fuperiority of his fuffcrings,

and the more pungent bitternefs of his humilia-

tions. Mr. Francis concluded in thefe remarkable

words :
—" My particular labor is now at an end.

An unremitting perfeverance of thirteen years has

Vol. IV. L at
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at lad conducted me to that hTue which has heed

the object of all my efforts. Mr. Haftings mufc

now be impeached—let him have a fair trial—

I

defire no more. In arriving at that object I have"

fecured every perfonal purpofe that I ever had in

view ; the reputation of Sir John Clavering, Co-

lonel Monfon, and myfelf, is fecure ; your votes

are my authority : the Houfe of Commons are my
compurgators. The only victory I ever aimed at

was to clear my character from foul afperfion, and

to eflablifh, as I trull I have done, the integrity of

my conduct in the eftimation ,of my country.'*

This chanre was confirmed, notwithflandino; the

unexpected difient of the Minified by 71 to 55

voices.

On the 9th of May the report made by Mr.

Burke from the Committee, to whom it had beeri

referred to prepare th& articles of impeachment,

was confirmed by the Houfe, ayes 175, noes 89.

On the following day it was voted that Mr. Haf-

tings be impeached : and Mr. Burke accordingly,

in the name of the Houfe of Commons, and of all

the Commons of Great Britain, repaired to the Bar

of the Houfe of Lords, and impeached Mr. Haf-

tings of high crimes and mifdemeanors—at the

fame time acquainting their Lordfhips, that the

Commons would with all convenient fpeed exhibit

articles again ft him, and make good the fame.

On the 14th another charge refpeeiing mifde-

meanors
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meanors in Oude was added to the former by Mr.

Burke, and voted without a divifion. On the fame

day the articles actually prepared were fent to the

Lords; and on the 21ft Mr. Haftings, being con-

dueled to the Bar of that Houfe by the Serjeant at

Arms, was taken into the cuftody of the Black

Rod, but on the motion of the Lord Chancellor

was admitted to bail—-himfelf in 20,000k and two

fureties, Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Sumner, in io,oool.

each ; and he was ordered to deliver in an anfwer

to the articles ofimpeachment in one month from

that time, or upon the fecond day of the next

feffion of Parliament.

On the 30th of May (1787) the King put an

end to the prefent feffion by a fpeech, applauding

" the meafures taken by Parliament refpedting the

reduction of the national debt, and the treaty of

navigation and commerce with the Moft Chriftian

King. He fpoke of the general tranquillity of Eu-
rope, and lamented the dissensions which un-

happily prevailed amongft the States of the

United Provinces." This then is the proper

period to paufe, and take a retrofpedtive view ofthe

politics of the Continent, and of the origin and

progrefs of thefe diffienfions.

If the embarraffinents of Great Britain at the

return of peace, in confequence of the alarming

addition of debt contracted during the war, were

very great, thofe of France it muft be confeffed

were of ftill greater magnitude. The finances of

L 2 France
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France during the war had been committed to the

management ofM. Necker, a Genevan protectant,

a man of Ariel probity, of genuine philanthropy,

ofextenfive knowledge in the detail of affairs, but

who, ncverthelefs, appears to have been destitute

of thofe clear and comprehenfive views which dif-

tinguim the great and enlightened ftatefman ; and

his vanity, orientation, and egotifm formed a great

deduction from the aggregate of his virtues. This

celebrated financier conceived the romantic and

impracticable plan of railing the loans neceflary

for the fervice of the war upon the credit of funds

to be created by ceconomical favings in the pub-

lic expenditure. The revenue of France was in-

deed immenfe, not perhaps falling fhort in the

grofs receipt of twenty-five millions fterling ; but

the civil, military, and naval eftablifhments of that

vaft kingdom were alfo upon a proportionable

fcale : and if it had been poffible, which it certainly

was not, by any efforts within the compafs of

M. Necker's ability, effectually to have counteracted

that fpirit of extravagance and corruption which

had fo long pervaded all the departments of go-

vernment in France, and to have fubflituted la

their ftead the order and frugality of his native

republic, ftill an enormous deficiency mufl ulti-

mately have refulted from a fcheme fo vifionary

and chimerical as that ofcarrying on a war without

taxes. At the sera of the peace this was found to

be actually the cafe j and M. Necker, who had en-

raged
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raged one party by his attempts, and difappointed

the other by his failures, was compelled to rcfign

to M. de Calonne, a man of great talents, but who,

immerfed in diffipation and -intrigue, and neither

able nor folicitous to reform the abufes of the

government, propofed to fupply the prefent grand

deficiency in the revenue in the ufual way by new

and heavy impofts.

The excefiive and notorious derangement of the

French finances, and the confequent indifpofition

of the Court ofVerfailles to involve itfelf in hofti-

lities with any of the leading powers of Europe,

probably emboldened the reftlefs and ambitious

fpirit of the Emperor, who alfo doubtlefs relied on

the influence of the Queen his filter in the Cabinet

of France, to venture upon meafures which the

moft powerful of his predeceflbrs would have re-

garded as rafh and prefumptuous. Taking advan-

tage of the animofity fubfifling between the mari-

time powers, he had during the late war formally

cancelled the barrier treaty originally concluded

under the guarantee of England, and had difmifled

the Dutch garrifons from the frontier towns of the

Low Countries. In the vain expectation of per-

manent amity with France, he had even difmantled

the greater part of thofe important fortrefles, leav-

ing by this means the country wholly expofed, in

cafe of a future rupture, to the inroads of that for-

midable power.

plated with the facility with which he had ac-

k 3 complifhed
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complifhed this objecl, he, in the autumn of the

year 1783, fuddenly demanded of the States Ge-

neral the appointment of a Commiffion to meet at

Bruflels, for the accurate afcertainment ofthe boun-

daries of the Dutch and Auftrian Netherlands.

While this extraordinary demand was under dif-

cuflion, a detachment of the Auftrian troops en-

tered the Dutch territory, and feized upon two

fmall forts in the neighbourhood of Sluys; and a

new demand was made of a free navigation of the

Scheldt beyond Fort Lillo, as a far as the land of

Saftingen. Conferences being at length agreed

upon to be held at Brutlcls, in order to the final

fettlement of thefe claims, the Plenipotentiaries

of the Emperor delivered in to thofe of the States

General, May 1784, the entire demands of his

Imperial Majefty, purporting the enlargement of

his boundaries on the fide of Breda and Bois-le-duc;

the demolition of the forts Kruickfhank and Fre-

deric-Henry ; the inland navigation of the Scheldt

as far as Saftingen ; the requisition of various fums

of money pretended to have been due to the Em-
peror ftnce the beginning of the prefent century ;

and the cession of the city of Maestricht,

and the contiguous diftricl: of Outre Meufe, dis-

joined from the general mafs of the Dutch pofTef*

fions.

The States, aflonifhed and alarmed at thcfe novel

claims, were urgent to obtain the mediation of the

Court of Verfailles. The fituation of Holland was

indeed
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indeed at this period fuch as to make all oppofilion

apparently fruitlefs. The weight which fhe had

been accuftomed to derive from her intimate con-

nexion and alliance with England was no more ;

and in confequence of a ftrange fatality, me was

now reduced to the humiliating neceffity of refort-

ing for protection to that very power bywhom her

liberties had been fo frequently menaced, and at one

time fo nearly fubverted. Since the termination

of the war with England fhe had been diffracted

with internal commotions. A great majority of

the Dutch nation accufed with vehemence the

Prince of Orange of grofs and flagrant partiality to

England during the war. It was affirmed that he

had betrayed his country, in leaving her intentionally

destitute of the means of defence ; and that he

had conftantly and fyflematically counteracted the

exertions ofthofe who were earn eftly defirous to

have carried on the war with vigor and effect.

The perfon by whqfe counfels the Prince of Orange

was fuppofed to be chiefly influenced—Prince

Louis of Brunfwick, guardian to the Stadtholder

during his minority, and Gcneraliffimo of the

Putch forces—was even faid to be a pensioner of

England ; and fo high did the public clamor arife

againft him, that he found it neceflary to refign his

offices civil and military, and retire from the coun-

try. This was far however from fatisfying the dif-

affect.ed party, which feemed continually to increafe

as well in numbers as inveteracy. The authority

L4 pf
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of the Prince, as eftablifhed by the Conftitution of

1 747, was affailed in almoft every province, and

particularly the great and leading province of Hol-

land, by all the pofiible modes of attack ; and the

very exigence of the Stadtholderate feemed to have

become a queftion of precarious and problematic

import.

In thefe circumftances it was not wonderful that

the Emperor, whofe rapacity was unreftrained by

even the fhadow of principle, depending upon the

acquiefcence of France, again rofe in his demands.

In what he ftyled his ultimatum, delivered in Au-

guft 23, 1 784, his Imperial Majefty obferving " that

divers difficulties had occurred in the difcuffion of

his claims, and that a fpeedy termination of thofe

differences was ardently defired by him, offered to

depart from hisjuft demand upon the city of Mae-

ftricht, and to moderate his other requifitions, in

confideration of the free and unlimited navigation

of the Scheldt in both branches to the fea. His

Imperial Majefty, not doubting but the States

would accept with eagernefs fo unquestionably a

mark of his good will, had thought proper to regard

the Scheldt as open, and to declare its navigation

free from the date of this paper ; and he concluded,

that on the fuppofition of any infult being offered

to the Imperial flag in the execution of thefe ideas,

he fhould be obliged to confkler it as a formal de-

claration of war on the part of the Republic."

This memorial was as a flroke ofthunder to the

Dutch
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Dutch nation. The commercial grandeur of Hol-

land had rifen upon the ruins of Antwerp : and

though it is probable that, if the free navigation of

the Scheldt had been now reflored to that once fa-

mous mart, the courfe of trade could not have been

eafily or fpeedily diverted from its accuftomed

channels, the fears of the Dutch were wrought up

to the higheft pitch of apprehenfion. The States

in their anfwer protefled againfl this new claim, as

the flagrant invafion of a right which they confix

dered as the moil valuable of their poiTeffions. In

order to eftablifh this demand they obferved, "that

the Emperor mull contravene the treaty by which

they had been acknowledged as Independent States,

and alfo that by which the Houfe of Auftria had

been put into pofleffion of theAuftrian Netherlands.

They confidered their profperity, their dignity, and

their exigence, as linked to the perpetual confer-

vation of this fovereignty, and declared it to be a

-pretention from which they would never depart."

Early in the month of October (1784) a fmall

veflel failed from Antwerp, amid the fhouts and ac-

clamations of the inhabitants, with the intention

of afcertaining this important point. On the ar-

rival of the Imperial brigantine before the fort of

Lillo, an account of its deftination was demanded

;

on the refufal of the officer to anfwer, a tingle ball

was fired ; and no regard being paid to this intima-

tion, a whole broadfide was difcharged, and the

veiTel
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veflel immediately ftruck her colors. This refolutc

proceeding on the part of the Dutch excited the

utmoft aftonithmcnt of the Emperor, who had

treated the fage remonflrances of his Prime Mini-

iter, Prince Kaunitz, on this fubject with con-

tempt— repeatedly and peremptorily affirming,

" that the Dutch would never dare to fire" The

Emperor being in Hungary when this intelligence

arrived, the Prince wrote to his Imperial Majelty

the following laconic letter of information, " But

they havefired." Immediately the conferences at,

BrufTels were broken up, the Imperial Ambafiador

at the Hague was recalled, and hoflile preparations

were made on both tides.

It was at this-critical moment that the Court of

Verfailles interpofed in a manner the moft effica-

cious to preferve the Dutch nation from the ruin

which threatened them. Notwithstanding the al-

liance which had now for thirty years fubfifted be-

tween the Courts of Vienna and Verfailles ; not~

withflanding the ties of blood which connected the

two Sovereigns ; notwithftanding the pacific difpo-

fition of the French Monarch, and the financial

embarraffments of the Government ; on this great

occafion, all the ancient jealoufy of the great rival

Houfcs of Bourbon and Auftria feemed to revive.

A letter written with his Mod Chriiiian Majefty's

own hand to the Emperor, dated November 20,

(1 784) pointed out the eflential diftincuon between

the
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the primary and ultimate demands of the Emperor.

As to the former, the King of France declared

himfelf neutral ; but he protefted in the ftrongeft

terms againil any violation ofthe rights of the States

General refpecling the navigation of the Scheldt—

a right exercifed by them for near one hundred

and fifty years under the fancnon of a facred treaty.

His Moll Chriitian Majefty exhorted the Emperor

therefore to liften to the voice of moderation and

humanity, and to aflent to a renewal of the confer-

ences under his mediation. To enforce this ami-

cable overture a great army was aflembled in the

vicinity of Luxemburg ; the Marquis de Verac,

who pofTefTed the entire confidence of M. de Ver-

gennes the French Minifter, was difpatched as Am-

bafl'ador extraordinary to the Hague ; and the

Marefchal de Maillebois, an officer of high repu-

tation in the French fervice, was permitted to take

the command in chiefof the Dutch forces *.

The Emperor now thought proper to declare his

acceptance of the proffered mediation, provided the

freedom of the Scheldt, cr the cejfion of Maejiricht,

* On the convening of a Cabinet Council about this period at

Verfailks preparatory to the final resolution, the Queen of France

is reported to have faid to the Count de Vergennes, as the Mi-

nifter was pafiing to the Council Chamber, " Remember, Sir, in

your deliberations, that the Emperor is my brother." The Count,

cafting his eyes on the Dauphin, whom the Queen then held in

her arms, with great happinefs replied, " Yes, madam, and I fliall

alfo recollect that the Dauphin of France is your fon."

tg
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to which he once again condefcended to advert,

were made the preliminaries of the negotiation.

But the Dutch, animated by the avowed protec-

tion, and incited no doubt alfo by the fecret fug-

geftions of France, now peremptorily refufed to ac-

cede to either of thefe very unequal alternatives.

After an interval of decent delay, the Emperor with

his characteriftic inconftancy relinquifhed both

thefe favorite objects, the latter of which at leaft,

had he never extended his views beyond it, he had

once a fair profpect of accomplifhing. But, as if

eager to recover by his pride the reputation he had

loft by his folly, he infilled that the Dutch States

fhould make a public fubmiffion, and apologife by

a formal embafly for the infult offered to his flag

at Lillo.

The Barons Waflanaer and Leyden being de-

puted to the Court of Vienna for this purpofe, con-

ferences were again opened, and in a fhort time a

treaty of pacification was figned (November 8,

1784), importing that the States fhould pay the

fum often millions of florins as an indemnification

for the claim of the Emperor upon Maeftricht and

its territory, an,d as a compenfation for the da-

mage done by the late inundations ; the inland na-^

vigation of the Scheldt was extended to the town

ofSaftingen, and the forts of Licfkinfhoek and Lillo

ceded to the Emperor.

The inflated and almoft ludicrous fiyle of the

com-
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complimentary addrefs of the Dutch Ambaffadors

at their audience of leave, fufficiently fhews the

idea entertained by them of the character of the

Emperor. " May the glorious reign of your Im-

perial Majefty (fay their Excellencies), deftined to

complete the felicity of your fubjects, daily admi-

nifter to fame the beft means to extend and per-

petuate your great and awful name ! May the sera

of Jofeph II. like that of-Titus, Trajanus, and

Marcus Aurelius, your predeceflbrs in the

Roman Empire, be ever recorded as that of hu-

manity, peace, and the happinefs ofmankind V*

It is remarkable that England during thefe tranf-

actions looked on with the moft perfect indiffe-

rence, or even with apparent pleafure—never

dreaming that her intereft were eflentially affected

by the queftion relative to the navigation of the

Scheldt ; and much lefs was either Court or Coun-

try at this period infected with the mania of fup-

poling it neceflary or expedient to enter into a

war, in order to prevent the people of Flanders

from freely enjoying what God and Nature had

freely beftowed. Nor indeed would the utmoft

efforts of England probably have availed in oppo-

fition to the projects of the Emperor, in cafe of

the acquiefcence of France.

When a great nation interferes in the concerns

of her neighbours, true policy and dignity require

not only that the object which fhe aims to effect

4 be
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be juft and important in itfelf, that it be clearly

and diflinv?tly marked, but alfo, without any ex-

ceffive or difproportionate exertion, attainable.

This was a cafe in which, from local and other

unalterable circumitanees, France could interpofe,

not only with far more propriety, as a guarantee of

the treaty of Weftphalia, but with infinitely greater

c Tbcl, than England. And George III. prompt-

ed merelyperhaps by motives of unappeafed refent-

ment, acted precifely the part which the penetra-

tion and difcretion of an Elizabeth would have

fuggefted.

The treaty of peace between Holland and the

Emperor was immediately followed by a treaty of

alliance and fricndfhipbetweenHollandand France.

This was no doubt an event neither pleafant nor

honorable to England ; but it was the natural and

unavoidable refult of the abfurd and mifchievous

politics long ago adopted by the Englifh Court,

and of the novel fituation in which Holland had

been confequently placed. But as to any ferious

inconvenience to be apprehended from this or any

other defection of the fame nature, England under

a wife fyflem of government, mch as had in the

mam been acted upon fince the difmiffion of the

old execrable Adminiffration, might ftand alone

the envy and admiration of the world.

The bufinefs of the Scheldt might be fuppofed

to have engrofled the attention of the Emperor

;

on
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on the contrary, while the iffiie of it was yet un-

known, a negotiation of ftill greater importance,

and of a nature ftrangely incompatible with the

former, was carried on with the Elector of Bavaria,

for the exchange of that extenfive and commodious

territory for the whole of the Auftrian Netherlands,

which were for this purpofe to be converted into a

kingdom under the ancient and long-imce obfo-'

Iete appellation of Auftrafia. This defign could

not efcape the fagacity of the King of Pruffia, nor

the effential advantage which the Houfe of Auftria

would derive from the ceffion of a large and fertile

country contiguous to the general mats of its pof-

feffions, in lieu of a detached territory expenfive

and difficult to defend. In order to counteract this

new attempt of the Court of Vienna, fo hoftile to

the liberty and independency of the Germanicbody,

a treaty was'figncd at Berlin by his Pruffian Majefty,

the King of Great Britain as Elector of Hanover,

and the Elector of Saxony, to which the Duke of

Deux-ponts, the Margrave of Anfpach, and other

princes afterwards acceded. This formidable con-

federation was exprefsly affirmed to be intended for

maintaining the indivifibility of the Empire, the

rights of the Germanic body in general, and of the

refpeclive States in particular.

In a declaration fubfequently iffued by the King

of Pruffia, that Monarch infills on the danger ta

be apprehended from the rifing power of Auftria,

and
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and aflerts, " that the addition of fo extensive an<!

flourishing a country as Bavaria to the dominions

of that ambitious Houfe, mutt effectually deStroy

the balance of Germany, if not of Europe—and

mull end in the annihilation of all the fubordinate

States which enter into the compofition of the Ger-

manic body.'* The Duke of Deux-ponts alfo,

heir to the Elector, protefted againft the alienation

of his patrimony ; and the Court of St. Petersburg

mewed itfelf as formerly decidedly hoftile to the

annexation of Bavaria to the AuStrian dominions.

So impracticable did it appear in the face of thefe

impediments to proceed in the execution of their

project, that the Courts of Vienna and Munich

were compelled, in the fpring of 1785, publicly to

contradict the report, and to aSTert that the con-

vention between them had no farther object than

the adjuftmcnt of the limits of their refpective

countries.

Notwithstanding the dangerous conteft in which

Holland found herfelf involved with the Court of

Vienna, the domeftic contentions of the Republic

fmTercd no abatement. The party anciently in

oppofition to the Houfe of Orange, known by the

appellation of the Louveftein party, and who con-

fined chiefly of the provincial ariftocracies, or ra-

ther oligarchies of the Union, had been recently

reinforced by a heterogeneous coalition with the

zealous partifans ofdemocracy, who equally wifhed

for
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for the total annihilation of the Stadthoklerian in-

fluence and authority. On the reprefentation of

the Deputies of Haerlem, refpecting the riotous

difpofition of the populate of the Hague diiiin-

guilhed by their attachment to the Stadtholder,

the care of the military patrole of that place, veiled

in the Prince of Orange, was transferred to thofe

Deputies by a formal resolution of the States of

Holland. The Prince, after warmly remonftrating

againft this infult, and vainly infilling upon his

claim to the undivided command of the garrifon

of the Plague, withdrew himfelf from the feat of

Government (Sept. 14, 1785), and retired to his

palace of Loo.

The States of Holland, far from feeling difpofed

to recede from their refolution, lblemnly voted

the States and Senates of the different Provinces to

be the undoubted Sovereigns, and the Stadth older

to be their fervant : hence inferring, that the

powers fo exercifed were only delegated, and that

the State might relume them whenever it faw fuffi-

cient reafon ;—concluding, that the entire com-

mand of the garrifon fhould hereafter veft in the

Council Committee of the States of Holland.

At this period a Memorial was prcfented to the

States General by the Ambaflador of Pruffia, in

the name of the King his mailer, ftrong'ly urging

the interpolition of their High Mightineiles, in

order that the Prince Stadtholder might peaceably

Vol. IV. M enjoy
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enjoy the rights and incont citable prerogatives ap-

pertaining to his dignity of hereditary Stadtholder.

This application produced not the lcatl efTec!.

The States of Holland, who, as became their fu-

perior importance, afTiimcd the lead in the oppofi-

tion to the Stadtholder, ordered, as if in contempt

of this interference, the arms of the Houfe of

Orange to be taken out of the colors of the troops

belonging to that province, and that the Swifs

guards attendant on the perfon of the Prince

fhould be diibanded.

The towns of Hattcm and Elbourg in the pro-

vince of Guelderland, having manifefted a pecu-

liarly refractory and rebellious difpofition, the

States of Gueldres, in which Affembly the Orange

intercft yet predominated, commiffioncd the Stadt-

holdcr to employ military force for the reduction

of the Burghers. But the States of Holland,

Zealand, OveryfTel and Groningen joined in pro-

hibiting the troops of their refpeclive provinces

from acting in this fervice. The towns in queftion

were however attacked and captured by the Prince;

and Utrecht, which had deeply imbibed the fame

fentiments, was, in confequence of their refiftance

to the States of that Province now afTemblcd at

Amersfort, expected to be immediately invefted.

On this intelligence, the States of Holland dis-

patched a letter to the Prince, demanding of

him in twenty-four hours an explicit declaration

of
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of his intentions. The troops of the province

were at the fame time ordered to march to the

frontier for the protection of Utrecht, and a

rorJon was formed from Naerden to Schoonhoven.

And notwithstanding an explanation and apo-

logy from the Prince, within the time preferred,

•the States of Holland proceeded (Sept. 16, 1786)

to the violent rcfolution of fufpending him from

his office of Captain General of the province, by a

majority of fixteen out of nineteen voices of which

that Aflembly is eornpofed.

The Prince of Orange on this occasion addreffed

a long and elaborate letter to the States of Holland.

He had exprcfsly faid in his former remonftrancc,

relative to {he garrifon of the Hague, " We have

not the moft diftant intention to queftion the fupe-

riority ofyour Noble and Great MightincfTes over

the military, as well of the whole province as the

garrifon of the Hague. Never, lays he, could we
luppofe our&lvcs hiverged with a power equal,

much lefs fuperior, to that of the States over the

military, and that we might act according to our

own pleafurc, and independently of the Sove-

reigx." But he now ventured to afllime an

highpr tone ; and declaring " his office, of here-

ditary Captain General of Holland and Weft Friez-

land to have been fecured to him by the unani-

mous vote of all the members of the State, he

affirmed, that as the rcfolution by which the office

M 2 had
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had been conferred, pafTed nem'me contradicente, it

could not, fuppojing it to be revocable, be cancelled

or even fufpended without the like unanimity."

This fudden haughtinefs of language may, with-

out hefitation, be attributed to an event of <rreat

moment, which had recently taken place in the

death of Frederic III. King of Pruffia (Auguft

17, 1786), who was fucceeded by his nephew

Frederic William, to whom the Prince of Orange

was nearly allied by marriage to his fifter, the

Princefs Wilhelmina of Pruffia.

The new Monarch, feeling for the fituation of

his relatives, and eager to make a difplay of his

power, entered with far more zeal into the interefts

of the Prince than his illuftrious predeceffor, who

during a reign of forty-fix years had excited the

admiration of Europe by the greatnefs of his talents

and the fplendor of his fuccefTes. He had raifed

Pruffia from obfeurity and insignificance to the

rank of a firfl-rate power in Europe; and had left

his ficccflbr in poffieffion of a flourifhing kingdom,

an immenfe treafure, and an army of 200,000

men in the higheft reputation for courage and dif-

cipline.

In a Memorial prefented by the Count de Goertz,

his Pruffian Majefty's AmbafTador Extraordinary

to the States General (Sept. 18, 1786), he ex-

prefies without referve " the warm part which he

takes in the unhappy dhTenfions fubfifting between

fome
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fome of the provinces and the Stadtholder, and the

very extraordinary oppreffioris which that Prince is

innocently obliged to fiiffer—and urging that a

durable termination may be put to thefe differences,

in order that his Serene Highnefs the Prince Stadt-

holcler may return with honotir and propriety to

the Hague, and refume his high employments-—

infifting alfo upon the great intereft he had, as the

heareft neighbour 'of the United Provinces, that

the government of the Republic conformable to

the antient conftitution mould not be changed in

any effential point:"

A fhort time previous to the delivery of this

paper, a Memorial had been prefented to the States

on the part of the King of England, containing

in language fomewhat more guarded the fame

fentiments ; protefting indeed againft the interfe-

rence of any foreign power in the internal affairs

of the Republic, the management and direction

of which it is declared to be the with of his Bri-

tannic Majefty to preferve uncontrolled in the

hands of thofe to whom it has been committed by

the CoNSTITUtlON."

Notwithstanding this powerful interference in

behalf of the Prince of Orange, the States of Hol-

land fhewed thernfelves in the higheft degree

averfe from every idea of accommodation. And
the States General having at length come to a re-

folution, notwithftanding the oppofition of that

M 3 great
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great and leading province, to invite the mediation

ofGreat Britain and Pruffia—-the States of Hoi land,-

inflamed with lb unauthorised a proceeding, de-

clared thcmfclves determined rather to ftrike out

their names from the Union of Utrecht, than to

luffer luch a meafure to receive the fanetion of

the Republic.

The Prince of Orange having now removed his

Court to Nimeguen, an ineffectual negotiation

was neverthelefs carried on during the winter of

1786-7, through the medium of the Count de

Goertz and M. de Rayneval the French Envoy.

Every thing on the breaking up of thefe con-

ferences wore the face of war. The Prince en-

camped near the city of Utrecht oppofite to the

cordon formed by the troops of Holland. The

States General, whofe conllitational powers were

unhappily too limited and feeble to interpofe with

efficacy, could do nothing more to avert the cala-

mities which menaced the nation, than enforce by

a relblution that article of the Union which forbad

the troops of the Republic from marching into

any province without the leave of the States of that

province firit obtained.

From the commencement of the contefl, the

incapacity and intractability ofthe Prince ofOrange

had been very apparent. Head of the Houfc of

Nailau, he displayed neither the talents nor virtues

which had for ages been fuppofed attached to that

illuftrious-
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jlluftrious name. The Princefs, his confort, was

Taid to poffefs a much larger fhare of fpirit as well

as underftanding. In the month of June (1787),

for reafons which have never perfectly tranfpircd,

her Royal Highnefs, then refident at Nimeguen,

adopted the bold and hazardous refolution of pro-

ceeding in perfon to the Hague, where the States

General were at that time affcmbled, accompanied

only by the Baronefs de Waffanaer and a few do-

rr,eftics. As might previoufly be expected, fhe

was arretted in her progrefs at about a league be-

yond Schoonhoven, and forced back to Nimeguen,

This incident brought matters to a crifis. On the

10th of July a Memorial was addreffed by the

Pruffian Monarch to the States of Holland, in

which he affected to confidcr the indignity offered

to his filler as a perfonal infult to himfelf. To

avenge this pretended affront, the Duke of Brunf-

wick, who commanded the Pruffian forces in the

contiguous Duchy of Cleves, entered Holland at

the head of an army confining of about twenty

thoufand men on the 13th of September (1787).

Notwithstanding the previous probability of this in-

vasion, the confirmation of the Dutch nation was

extreme, and the country feemed every-where un-

prepared for refinance. Utrecht, beyond all other

cities of the Union diftinguifhed for the violence

of her democratic zeal, furrendercd almoft as foon

as fummoncd. The march of the Pruffian Ge-

M 4 neial
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neral bore the appearance of a triumphal procef-

iion. "While a futile refolve to fufpcnd the office

of Stadtholder palled the Senate of Amfrerdam,

Gorcum, Dordt, Schoonhoven and other towns in

his route fubmitted tamely to the conqueror. On
the feventh day from the commencement of the

invafion, the Prince of Orange made his public

entry into the Hague. Amfterdam only made a

fhew ofrefiilance: but on the ioth of October that

proud capital, now elofely inverted, opened its

gates to the victor. To the aflonifhment of the

world, that Republic which maintained a conteft

of eighty years againft the power of Spain, which

contended for the empire of the ocean with Great

Britain* and which repelled the attacks of Louis

XIV. in the zenith of his glory, was over-run by the

arms of Pruffia in a tingle months. Such and fo

dire are the effects which flow from civil difcord

and difunion J In the whole of this tranfaclion,

Pruffia acted in intimate and avowed concert with

England ; and while France was flowly aficmbling

troops in the vicinity of Liege, and the Emperor

was prefenting feeble remonftrances at Berlin, the

revolution projected by the Stadtholderian faction

was carried into complete execution, and the Stadt-

holder triumphantly reinflated in all his real and

pretended prerogatives.

It is not to be imagined that the Court of Ver-

failles faw the termination of this great conteft wkh
frigid
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frigid indifference ; but the diftraclcd fiate of her

own affairs, and the increaling discontents and

dilbrdcrs of the kingdom, in a manner compelled

her reluctant acquiefcence. The projects of the

new Minifter of Finance, M. de Calonnc, proved

unfuccefsful and abortive. In the latter end of

the year 1785, a loan of 3,330,0001. being the

acknowledged deficit of the current year, was ne-

gotiated ; which the Parliament of Paris, after

repeated remonftrances, at laft registered only

in purfuance of the King's pofitive commands;

at the fame time accompanying it with a refblu-

tion importing " that public ceconomy was the

only genuine fource of revenue, and the only

means of providing for the neceffitiejS of the State,

and of reftorino- that credit which borrowing had

reduced to the brink of ruin." The King, in-

cenfed at their prefumption, ordered this refolu-

tion to be erafed from their records—declaring

" that he would never confent that the Parliament

fhould fo far abufe his confidence and clemency as

to make themfelves the cenfors of his adminiitra-

tion. He declared himfelf fatisfied with his Compt-

roller-General, and determined on no account to

fuffer groundlefs apprehenfions to interfere with

the execution of plans calculated for the good of

the State and the welfare of the Nation."

The hoftile difpofition of the Parliament, and the

evident impcfiibility of obtaining their cordial con-

currence
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currencc to the meafures in contemplation, de-

termined the Minifter to adopt a plan more fuiteef

to the boldnefs and extent of his views.

In the month of Auguft 1786, M. cle Calonne

prefented a Memorial td the King, reprefenting

" the melioration of the finances to be effentially

connected with public order; and averring that

what the national benefit required could not be

effected by partial operations, and that the repa-

ration of the whole was nceeffiiry to prevent the

ruin of the whole. Of confequencc, the project

he had formed embraced all the parts of the mon-

archy, and was intended to bring them to a clofer

union. It would be an inexhauftible iburce of

happinefs for the people of France ; it would {et

the Monarch forever at reft reflecting the fitua-

tion of his finances ; it wotddrmfe his tower higher

than that of the mofi pmffierims of his ancejiors, and

enrol his name with thofe of the mofr. virtuous and

enlightened legiflators. In fine, what induced!

him to conjure his Majcfty to adopt it was, that

put of the circle of this reformation he could fore-

fee nothing but calamity and ruin."

This magnificent and wonder-working plan

was no other than to convene by royal authority

and appointment, after the example of antient

times, an aflembly of the moft confiderabie and en-

lightened perfons in the kingdom, under the deno-

mination of Notables, by whole influence and

8 under
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imdef whofc fanction " a reformation might," to

ufe the words of M. de Calonne, " be effected of*

whatever was vicious in the Conflitution of the

State." The Minifter accompanied this propofal

With a fpecification of various details, indicating a

vigorous and comprehennve mind penetrated with

a clear conviction of the neceffity of a radical re-

form in the State, fo far at leafl as related to that

deferrable aggregate mafs of extortion and oppref-

fion which aflumed the lofty appellation of the Na-

tional Syftcm of Finance. Amongft the new re-

gulations recommended by M. de Calonne, were

the equalization of the v'mgtibnes or territorial re-

venue—the abolition of the corvee—the eftablim-

ment of an uniform tariff throughout all the pro-

vinces ofthe kingdom—the alleviation of the odious

gabelle—-the extinction ofthe feudal rights as veiled

in the Crown—the fuppreffion or melioration of the

foreft laws—and the application of the royal de-

mefne lands to the fervice of the public.

This Memorial was received by the King with

approbation; and before the termination of the year

fummonfes were hTued accordingly for the meet-

ing of the AfTembly of Notables at Verfailles,

on the 22d of February 1787. It confided o{

one hundred and forty-four perfons, amongit whom
were feven Princes of the Blood, nine Dukes and

Peers of France, eight Field Marefchals, eight

Counfcllors of State, and eleven Bifhops and Arch-

bifhops.
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bifliops." The remaining Members were chiefly

felected from the different Parliaments and Magis-

tracies of the kingdom.

The Convention of Notables was opened in

great fiate by the King in pcrfon, with a fpecch'

from the Throne, in which he declared " that they

had been chofen by him from the different orders

of the State, to impart to them his defigns, and to

receive from them the observations of which they

might think them fufccptible. This, faid the Mo-

narch, has been the cuftom of many of my pre-

decefibrs, and particularly of the chief of my
family, whole name remains ftill dear to every

Frenchman, and whole example I mall always be

proud to make the rule of my conduct. His

Majefty then in general terms ftated the views by

which he was actuated

—

the improvement of

the revenue—the equalization of taxes—the li-

beration of commerce—and cxprcfTed the fulled

confidence in the zeal with which they were ani-

mated for his fervicc." This was followed by a

long and elaborate harangue from M. de Calonne^

in which he accufed his predecefibr M. Necker of

leaving at his difmiffion from office an arrear of

fix hundred and eighty-four millions of livrcs

totally unprovided for. The difference fubuTt-

ins between the annual revenue and the annual

expenditure he eftimated at eighty millions. " It

is impoflible/' faid this Minifies " to fuffcr the'

State
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S|ate to remain in the conftant and imminent dan-

ger, to which a deficiency fuch as the prefent ex-

poles it—impoffible to go on year after year, apply-

ing palliatives and expedients, which though they

may retard the criiis for a time are fure to render

it more fatal at laft." The Minifter proceeds to

develop his plan for reftoring energy and fcability

to the State, by a grand reform of its abufes, of

which he exhibits an interefling and curious detail.

In fumming up the aggregate of this account, and

in folving the grand queftion, why thefe intolerable

abufes and oppreffions have been tranfmitted from

peign to reign^ and from age to age, he thus with

flowing eloquence exprefles himfelf : " It was not

in the bofom of ignorance and confufion, whofe veil

over-fhadowed the times of our firft Kings— it

was not when Kings, infecure upon their thrones,

were entirely occupied in repelling the continual

ufurpations of over-grown fubjecls—it was not

in the midil of the diforder and anarchy of the

feudal fvftem, when a band of petty tyrants ifiuing

from their caftles committed the moil atrocious

depredations—it was not when the rage for cm-

fades, inflamed by the double enthufiafm of religion

and glory, carried into the other hemifphere the

flrength, the gallantry, and the misfortunes of

France—it was not when a prince furnamed Au-

guste recovered the principal difmemberments

of the kingdom, and augmented its power and

iplendor;
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fplendor ; nor when the gloomy politics of one of

his fucceffbrs, by giving extenfion to a municipal

government, prepared the means of uniting in the

hand of the Sovereign ail the power of the public

ftrenjrth ; nor when the Monarch the moft ea^er

after glory and the braveft of knights contended

with a rival Sovereign for the renown they both

acquired at the expence of their people—r-It was not

in thofe turbulent and inaufpicious times, when

fanaticism, rending the bofom of the State, filled it

with horror and calamity ; nor when that gooc|

King fo dear to Frenchmen conquered his king-

dom at the point of his fword, and was taken up

in adjufHng the long difordcrs and the difaftrous

effects of the civil wars—rlt was not when all

the energy of an able and formidable Minister was

concentred in the double defign of retraining

the ambition of a power become formidable to

Europe, and of fecuring the tranquillity of France

by eflablifhing the monarchical authority ; neither

was it under that brilliant reign, when the bene-

ficent intentions of a great Monarch were too

often thwarted by ruinous wars, when the Statp

was impoverifhed by victories, while the kingdom

was depopulated by perfecution ; where fo much

care was beftowed upon giving every thing an air

of grandeur, that the folid profperity of the State

was always neglected—In fhort, it was not before

the monarchy had extended its limits to the points

nature
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nature had ordained to bound them, before flie had

arrived at her maturity, and the calm both within

and without was fecurely eftablifhcd by the wifdom

and moderation of her Sovereign, that it was pof-

fible to indulge a thought of reforming diedefecls

of the Conftitution, and o{ endeavoring to render

the general adminiftration more uniform."

"That the patriotic profeffions of the King and of

the Mini tier, in regard to the general reform of

abufes, were at this period not wholly infincere, may

be rcafonably inferred from their anxious delire to

be relieved from thole pecuniary embarrafiments,

which were py no milder or eaiier means to be fur-

mounted.

The interetts of the Crown and of the People,

at this crilis, alike required that limits fhould be

placed to the oppreffion of the privileged or-

ders, who conftituted in France as it were a na-

tion within a nation. But every idea of fixing

legal bounds to the prerogative of the Monarch

was rejected with indignation. It was not to

derive information from their wifdom, and much

lefs to be controlled by their authority, that this

Affembly had been convened. The obvious and

fole intent of the Court was to carry its own pre-

concerted plans into efFecl, under the fanclion of

this phantom of a National Reprefcntation.

In order to preclude even the fhadow of oppo-

sition, M. fie Calonne had with fuch admirable

adroitnefs
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adroitnefs of artifice organized this AfTembly, that

forty-four fufFrages ihould to all efficient purpofes

conftitute the majority of one hundred and forty-

four. The AfTembly was with this view divided

into feven fections or chambers, over each of

which a Prince of the Blood pre(idecj. Voting by

fections, the majority of four would of courfe be

accounted as the majority of the whole, although,

had the votes been individually taken, the majority

might very poffibly be converted into an inligni-

ficant minority. Notwithstanding thefe precau-

tions, fo difficult of reflraint are the fpirit of am-

bition and the love of power, that the Notables

foon difplayed a very refractory difpofition. Nu-

merous objections were ftarted to the plan laid be-

fore them. To the new territorial import they

pofitively refufed their concurrence, unlefs the

accounts and eftimates of the Government were

fubmitted to their infpection. This was refufed

with difdain ; and the King caufed it to be Signi-

fied to them, " that he was determined to intro-

duce the impot territorial, arjd that it therefore be-

came them to debate, not the principle of the

meafure, but the moft equitable form it could af-

fume." This only rendered the difcontent of the

AfTembly violent and general. It was faid, that the

Minifler had convoked them merely to ferve as a bat-

tery, from which to play off his artillery againft the

Parliaments, and oblige them to regifter the plans

he



K. GEORGE III. 177

he adopted. The enemies of M. de Caionne

fcized with eagernefs this favorable opportunity to

effect his ruin. The Count de Vergennes, who

had powerfully fupported in the Cabinet the autho-

rity and credit of M. Necker, had expired a few

days only before the meeting of the Notables.

The Marefchal de Caftries, Minifter of the Ma-

rine, the Baron de Breteuil, Mafter of the Houfe-

hold, and M. de Miromefnil, Keeper of the Seals,

all of the Queen's party, were active in the delign,

in which they were zealoufly affifted by the nu-

merous friends of M. Necker. In the lnidft of

their inveitigations, and while M. de Caionne was

apparently unfufpicious of danger, the AfTembly

was adjourned from the 5th to the 12th of April

for the Eafter recefs : and on the 8th that Mini-

fter was difmifled from his employments. Never-

thelefs, that the triumph of his enemies might not

be complete, M. de Miromefnil was at the fame

time, conformably to the weak and wavering policy

of the Monarch, commanded to refign the Seals.

The public clamor and odium riling high againft

M. de Caionne, whom it was now the fafhion to

reprefent as the mod extravagant and proflioate

of Minifters, he was exiled by the King to his

eftate in Lorraine ; and he foon afterwards thought

it expedient to take refuge in foreign parts from the

inveterate rage of his enemies.

M. de Caionne was fucceeded, after a fhort in.-

Vol. IV. N terval,
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terval, by M. Lomcnie de Brienne, Archbilhop of

Touloufe—a leading Member of the AfTembly of

Notables, and of great popularity in the kingdom

at large, as an undaunted advocate and affertor of

the principles of univerfal liberty. The facrifice

of M de Calonne produced no concefiions in fa-

vor of the Coutft. The AfTembly of Notables, in

their fubfequent fitting, declared themfelves utterly

incompetent either to fuggeft different taxes, or to

adopt and fanctiorr thofe which had been propofed.

The views of the Court being thus finally fruftra-

ted,, the AfTembly was difibived (May 25, 1787),

with a cold acknowledgment from- the. Sove-

reign of the fervices which they had rendered to

the public j and the Archbifhop of Touloufe en-

tered upon his office with the profpedfc of encoun-

tering difficulties flill more infuperable than thofe

which had proved too mighty to be overcome by

the far fuperior ability of his celebrated prede-

cefTor.

It is not wonderful that, things being thus cir-

cumftanced, no vigorous meafures were adopted

by France to counteract the united interference

of England and Pruffia in the affairs of Holland.

In the month of July (1787), the States of Hol-

land prefented to the States General a propofition

for foliating the mediation of the Court of Ver-

failles ; foon after which, the French AmbafTador

prefented alfo a Memorial to the States General,

declaring
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declaring the King his matter to be highly fenfi-

ble of this mark of the confidence of the Repub-

lic, and ready to co-operate by every means in his

power for the reftoration of harmony and peace.

So late as the month of September, France tar-

dily proferTed her intention of affifting the Dutch,

in cafe they were attacked by any foreign power.

This only animated the Court of London to act with

the greater fpirit and decifion, and vigorous na-

val preparations were made to fupport the King of

Pruflia, in oppofition to the menacing declarations

of France. But the object of the Pruffian expe-

dition being accomplished in a much fhorter fpace

of time than could have been previoufly imagined,

the Court of Verfailles found itfelf, probably not

without a fecret fatisfaction, difengaged from all

obligations: The Duke of Dorfet, AmbafTador

at Paris, in confequence of the events which had

taken place, prefented (October 27th) a Memorial

to the King of France, fignifying, that cf no fub-

ject of difcuflion, much lefs of conteft, now re-

maining between the two Courts, he was autho-

rifed to afk, whether it was the intention of his

Moft Chriftian Majefty to carry into effect the no-

tification made by his Moft Chriftian Majefty's

Plenipotentiary, which, by announcing that fuc-

cors would be given to Holland, had occafioned

the naval armaments on the part of his Britannic

Majefty, which armaments have been reciprocal.

N2 l£
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If the Court of Verfailles is difpofed to explain her-

felf fatisfa&orily on this fubjecl:, the Ambaffador

propofes, that all warlike preparations fhould be

difcontinued, and that the navies of the two na-

tions mould be again placed on the footing of the

peace eftablifhment, as it flood on the lit of Janu-

ary of the prefent year." To this Memorial the

Count de Montmorin, the new Minifter for Fo-

reign Affairs in France, replied on the very fame

day, in a ftyle of exemplary forbearance and mo-

deration, " that the intention of his Majefty not

being, and never having been, to interfere by force

in the affairs of Holland, the communication made

to the Court of London, on the 16th of laft month,

having had no other object than to announce to

that Court an intention, the motives of which no

longer exift, efpecially fince the King of Pruflia

has imparted his refolution ; his Majefty makes

no fcruple to declare, that he will not give any

effect to the declaration above mentioned; and

agrees with pleafure to the propofal of mutually

difarming, made on the part of his Britannic Ma-
jefty."

Thus happily and honorably for England did this

important bufinefs terminate. Foreign powers

were aftonifhed to fee that country, which had a

few years fince been apparently reduced to the

verge of ruin under an Administration pre-emi-

nently odious and contemptible, re-afluming her

rank
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rank among the nations of Europe, and attaining

to a vifible fuperiority over that haughty and am-

bitious rival, whofe recent fuccefs was now feen to

be dearly purchafed by her confequent alarming

and inextricable embarrafiments.

The Parliament ofGreat Britain afiembled on the

27th of Nov. 1787. The King remarked, " that at

the clofe of the lad feffion he had informed them

of the concern with which he obferved the difputes

unhappily fubfifting in the republic of the United

Provinces. Their fituation foon afterwards became

more critical and alarming. The King of Pruffia

having demanded fatisfaction for the infult offered

to the Princefs of Orange his fifter, the party which

had usurped the Government applied to theMoft

Chriflian King for affrftance ; and that Prince hav-

ing notified to his Majefty his intention of grant-

ing their requeft, the King did not hefitate to de-

clare that he could not remain a quiet fpe&ator,

and gave immediate orders for augmenting his

forces both by fea and land -, and in the courfe of

this tranfaction he had concluded a fubfidiary

treaty with the Landgrave of HefTe Cafiel. In

the mean time the rapid fuccefs of the Duke of

Brunfwick enabled the Provinces to deliver them-

felves from the oppression under which they la-

bored j and all fubjects of conteft being thus re-

moved, an amicable explanation had taken place

between the Courts of London and Veriailles."

N 5 This
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This was the language rather of a zealous par-

tifan of the Houfe of Orange, than of a great Mo-
narch, who, by a dignified and feafonable inter-

pofition, had refcued a country from ruin. It is

inconceivable how the existing government of Hol-

land could with any color of justice be ftigmatized

as an ufurpationi for by the constitution of that

country the Prince of Orange as Stadtholder was

not a Sovereign, but a fubject poflTefling no fhare

of the legiflative power j and though by the for-

mula of 1747 the office was declared hereditary,

it was not therefore irrevocable any more than the

hereditary offices of Earl Marfhal or Great Cham-

berlain under the Englifh Constitution. And the

oppreffions alluded to in the fpeech were plainly

nothing elfe than the ufual feverities inflicted upon

thoie who prefumed to refift the mandates of the

fupreme government. But in the recent mea-

fures adopted by the Englifh Court there were, not*

withstanding this flagrant impropriety of language,

io much energy, and at the fame time fo much

practical wifdom, that leffer objections were ab-^

lbrbed and loft in the general merit of the tranfac-

tion. To the grand proposition

—

Cf that it is con-

trary to the rights of nations, and a violation of the

fundamental principles of political juftice, for one

nation to interfere in the internal concerns of

another"— it muft suffice to reply that however in-

controvertible this maxim may be deemed as a ge-

neral
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neral truth, an interference attended with confe-

quenccs thus eminently beneficial mud be allowed,

like other neceflary exceptions from general rules,

to deferve not pardon merely, but praife.

The addreffes in anfvver to the fpecch were voted

with great unanimity in both Houfes ; and the Mi-

nifter received from the Leaders of Opposition, no

lefs than his own partifans, the mod liberal com-

mendations for his fpirited and judicious conduct.

The fubfidy to Hefle, by which twelve thoufand

men were at a vaft expence retained for a term of

years in the fervice of Britain, palled without a

cjiflentient vote ; and in a fhort time treaties of

amity and alliance were concluded between the

Courts of London, Berlin, and the Hague, by

which the two former guaranteed the Stadthclde-

rate in perpetuity to the Serene Houfe of Orange,

as an eflential part' of the Conftitution of the

United Provinces,

By the treaty between the Kings of Great Bri-

tain and Pruffia, each of the high contracting

powers engages, in cafe of attack, to furnifh the

other with a fuccor of fixteen thoufand infantry

and four thoufand cavalry, or an equivalent in

money, within the term of two months from the

date of the rcquifition, Thus was Britain once

again fatally entangled in the intricate and inex-

tricable toils of continental engagements.

The army cflablimment, which had been re-

N 4 duced
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duced from feventy to fixty-four regiments at the

termination of the war, was now at the motion of

the Minifler raifed to the cuftomary complement,

notwithstanding the vigorous oppolition of Mr.

Fo$, under whofe administration the reduction

had taken place, and who juftly boafted that he

was the firft Minifter fince the Revolution who

had been accufed of eftablifhing too fmall a (land-

ing army in time of peace. A very great naval

promotion had alfo taken place, in the contem-

plation of a war with France; in which it was re-

markable that fixteen captains had been felecled

for flags, while a much greater number of officers,

feveral of whom were men of the mod diftinguifh-

ed gallantry and merit, had been unaccountably

pafled over in filence and neglect.

In confequence of this injurious partiality a mo-

tion was made in the Houfe of Commons, " that

the Houfe lhould refolve itfelf into a Committee

to enquire into the conduct of the Admiralty on

the bufinefs of the late promotion." This mo-

tion was deftined to encounter the vehement op-

pofition of Mr. Pitt, who declared, " that if this

refolution pafled, the next thing he prefumed would

be to refoivethat the Members of that Houfe were

better judges of naval concerns than profeffional

men at the head of the marine department." To
this Mr. Fox juftly replied, that this argument, if

admitted in its full extent, would effect the total

5 annihilation
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annihilation of the conftitutional powers of parlia-

mentary control. If a complaint were lodged

againft the conduct of a judge, it might be faid,

" What do you know of the law ? Leave it to the

Courts below—and thus of every other department

in Army, Church, and State." Upon a divifion

the motion was negatived in a Houfe of near three

hundred Members by a majority of feventeen voices

only. And the Firft Lord ofthe Admiralty, Lord

Howe, became upon this occafion the fubject of

very fevere and general cenfurc and reproach. His

Lordfhip foon afterwards refigned his office, and

was fucceeded by the Earl of Chatham.

Nearly at the fame time the Earl of Mansfield

refigned the Chief 'Jufticefhip of England, which

he bad held with high and undiminifhed reputation

for the long period of thirty-two years, to the At-

torney General, Sir Lloyd Kenyon, created Lord

Kenyon.

Perpetual difputes having arifen, as had been

forefeen and foretold, between the two Boards of

Direction and Control, eftablifhed by Mr. Pitt's

India Regulation Bill, the Minifter thought pro-

per in the courfe of the feffion to bring in his fa-

mous Declaratory Act, by which various

new and important powers were conferred on the

Board of Control, under pretext of explaining and

determining the fenfe of the former Bill. This

meafure met with a moft animated and formidable

oppofition.
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oppofition. Colonel Barre proteftcd that he had

from the firft difcerned the traces of a fyflem of

Indian patronage, of which he believed the Bill

under difcuiiion to be a great advance to the final

completion ; and if it fhould be fuffered to pa.fs, a

fatal flab would be given to the Conftitution.

Mr. Sheridan called upon the Houfe to com-

pare the power of Mr. Fox's Commiflioners with

thole which were now afierted to belong to the

Board of Control. Lord Fitzwilliam could not

fend out a difpatch ; he could neither declare war,

nor make peace, in India ; he could neither collect

the revenues of the Company, nor apply them to

the purpofes he fhould think proper, without hav-

ing firft the pleafure of the King fignifled to hiin

through the medium of the Secretary of State.

The Board of Control could do all this. The Mi-

nifter had now violated that compact with the

Company on which he originally and profefledly

flood—how then could he efcape the ignominy

of deliberately breaking his mofl folemn engage-

ments ?

Mr. Burke dcfired to be informed by Admini-

flration, " whether, when they brought in the Act

of 1784, and complained that Mr. Fox's Bill took

too much, they had honeflly ftated that all they

meant to take was the military power, the political

direction, the management of the revenue, and as

much as they could get of the commerce ? The

queftion



K. GEORGE III. 187

queftion then to have put to the Houfe would have

been, in whofe hands they were willing this power

fhould be entrufted ? In the hands offeven of the

molt reipeclable men in the kingdom, of parliamen-

tary appointment, or with the fhreds and remnants

p{ office ? The public had been at that time in-

fatuated, hurried on to madnefs. The mob of

1784 had deitroyed the Houfe of Commons, and

in fo doing they had deflroyed the palladium of

their privileges ; but he now indulged the hope of

feeing the Houfe rife like a phoenix regenerated

from its afhes.'' The queftion ofcommitment was

carried by a majority of fifty-feven voices only, and

on being carried into the Houfe of Lords it expe-

rienced a fecond oppofition fcarcely lefs violent

than the firft. It pafTed at length, accompanied

with a protefl figned by fixteen Peers, in which the

Declaratory Bill was reprobated as friendly to cor-

rupt intrigue and cabal—hoftile to all good govern-

ment—-and abhorrent to the principles ofourCon-

ftitution. The patronage of the Company was faid

to be enjoyed by the CommifTioners in the worft

of all poffible forms, and without that refponfibility

which was the natural fecurity againft malverfation

and abufe. In fome degree to palliate this odious

meafure, by which the Company were for ever de-

prived of all efficient authority in India, they were

empowered by' a fubfequent Bill to borrow for the

relief of their financial embarraflments the fum of

1,200,000k
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1,200,000!. for which, notwithstanding the ficAi*

r'tjhlng condition of their affairs, they ftood in im-

mediate and urgent neceffity.

In the early part of the feffion the great India

delinquent Mr. Hailings had delivered in his an-

fwerto the impeachment of the Commons, who

immediately proceeded to the appointment of a

Committee of Managers to make good the fame.

When Mr. Francis had been in the laft feffion pro-

pofed as one of the Committee to prepare the ar-

ticles, he had been objected to on the ground of

the peribnal animofity known to fubhit between

him and Mr. Hailings, and which had been unfor-

tunately productive of an encounter, wherein the

life of Mr. Francis had been imminently endan-

gered.

Mr. Fox on the prefent occafion again moved

the Houfe that the name of Mr. Francis be added

to the lift of Managers. He uro-ed, " that the

Houfe were not fitting asjudges ofMr. Hailings

—

not even in the capacity of grand jurors ; the Bill

had been found, and they were now become, his

accufers and profeeutors. Did it difqualify a man

from acting as an accufer, that he was animated

with an honeit indignation as;ainfi; the crimes and

the criminal whom he attempted to bring to jus-

tice ? The enmity which Mr. Francis cherilhcd

againft. Mr. Haiti ngs was not a private but a pub-

lic enmity, founded on a juft fenfe of the abufes
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he had committed, and the truft he had perverted.

Mr. Francis had with infinite application and abi-

lity developed, by means of his local and perioral

knowledge, the whole myftery of Indian corrup-

tion ; he had enforced it on the reluctant convic-

tion of that Houfe. Would the Houfe, now they

had adopted the accufation, and made it their own,

prevent its author from fupporting it at the bar of

the Hoiife of Lords, where only he could fupport

it with effect ?"

Mr. Francis himfelf with great dignity and ani-

mation entered into a Q-eneral vindication of his

character and conduct. " Upon his return from

India he had been called upon, he laid, to give evi-

dence before a Committee of the Houfe of Com-
mons. Could he without treachery to the public

refufe every information in his power ? To act in

the capacity of a whifpering advifer, or an obfeure

and covert witnefs, he difdained. In his own opi-

nion, and in that of men of the higheft reputation

whom he had confulted, he acted far more honor-

ably in declaring himfelf the refponfible accufer

of Mr. Haftings—in avowing his principles, and

abiding by their confequences. He was happy to

find that the objection againft him implied no im-

putation upon his character, no fufpicion upon his

actions. He trufted that no one would think it

poffible that he meant to folicit the Houfe to alter

their refolution. He owed, indeed, every affiftance

m
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in his power to carry into effect the talk now un-

dertaken. Exclufively of that conlideration, what

could he defire better than to be excufed from

any farther concern in this toilfome, invidious, and

mod unthankful office ?"

Mr. Pitt contented himfelf with faying, " that

the queftion was in his opinion a queftion of feel-

ing, and not of argument ; and he could not re-

concile to his ideas ofpropriety or delicacy the ap-

pointment of a Member as the Reprefentative of

the Houfe in this bufinefs, who was diftinguifhed

from all others by the perfonal conteft in which

he had been engaged with the accufed." This

drew down the indignation ofMr. Burke. " Was
it fit or becomings he afked, for a legiflator, in a

great and important queftion, to fay that his feel-

ings compelled him to abandon his arguments ?

—

that his delicacy was offended by rational invefti-

gation ? What was delicacy, but at befl a fuper-

added flower to virtue—an ornament, the prefence

or abfence of which was alike indifferent to the

fubftance ? Delicacy and feeling might be proper

terms to exprefs the fenfations excited by the exer-

tions of an opera finger, but they were an infult to

the folemnity and magnitude of parliamentary de-

liberation." At length the Houfe divided on the

motion of Mr. Fox, ayes 62, noes 122.

This decifion gave extreme offence to the Com-
mittee of Managers, who exprcffed, in a letter to

Mr.
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Mr. Francis, the high fenfe they entertained of his

merits and fervices. " They had perufed;' they

faid, " with great attention, the Records of the

Company, and they had found there, on the part of

Mr. Francis, wife and Heady principles of govern-

ment, an exact obedience to the authority placed

over him, an inflexible integrity in himfelf, and a

firm refiftance to all corrupt practices in others ;

crowned by that uniform benevolent attention to

the rights, properties, and welfare of the natives,

which had been the leading object in his appoint-

ment. Such a conduct, fo tried, acknowledged,

and recorded, demanded their fulleft confidence

;

and fuch were the qualities that had excited their

wifh for his afliflance." Thus nobly and unequivo-

cally was the character of this difiinguifhed poli-

tician, patriot, and friend to mankind, vindicated

in the view of prefent and of future times.

Next in dignity, and next in the general eflima-

tion in, delinquency, to Mr. Haftings, was Sir Elijah

Impey, Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court efta-

blifhed by the Regulating Act of 1773; againft

Whom it was now determined to inftitute a fimilar

procefs. Six articles ofimpeachment were accord-

ingly in the early part of the feflion exhibited to

the Houfe by Sir Gilbert Elliot ; of which the

conducl of the Chief Juftice in the memorable

bufinefs of Nund- comar conftituted the firft. His

decifions in the Patna and Coffijura caufes, his ac-

o ceptance
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ceptance of an employment, contrary to his oath,

in the native court ftyled the Sudder Dewannee

Adaulet, to be held during the pleafure of the Go-

vernor and Council, and his proceedings in con-

cert with the Governor refpecting the affairs of

Benares and Oude, furnifhed ample materials for

the remaining charges. On the 4th of February,

1788, Sir Elijah was permitted to make his de-

fence at the Bar of the Houfe ; which he per-

formed' at great length, and with great ability

—

confining himfelf however entirely to the charge

relating to Nund-comar. For he remarked, with

the artfulnefs of practifed and technical fubtilty,

" that his mind had been fo much deranged by the

magnitude of that charge, that he found it impof-

fible to exert himfelf in reply to the other accufa-

tions till the queftion of Nund-comar was decided.

He could not bear to live under the imputation of

murder; but if he were acquitted of that, he

fhould confider all the other charges as frivolous

and unimportant." Being requefted to leave the

minutes of his defence, as Mr. Haftings had before

done, upon the table, the Chief Juftice declared it

to be impofTible—having unfortunately ipoken ex-

tempore.

On the 28th of April (1788), Sir Gilbert

Elliot entered upon his fummary of the charge.

He enlarged upon the " abfurdity of enforcing a

law founded upon the local cuftoms of one coun-

try
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try againft the natives of another. To extend by

a conftruclive interpretation the Englifh law

againft forgery, unknown on the other fide the

Tweed, to India, was no lefs prepofterous than to

try the Great Mogul and the Viziers of his Court

upon the Englifh ftatute of Bigamy. He ftated

in the flrongeft terms the expediency and equity

of at lcalt granting a refpite of the fentence, fince

conviction had been obtained by evidence the

moft fufpicious, at a time when Nund-comar was

in the act of bringing forward an accufation againft

the Governor General, and when it was evident

that the execution of the fentence could not take

place without exciting horror and difmay through-

out Hindoftan. He affirmed, that the blood of

the murdered Rajah was upon their heads,

and ftill crying for vengeance on the man who
had thus ftained and crimfoned the fpotlefs ermine

of jnflice." The defence of Sir Elijah Imgey had,

however, engaged and pre-occupied the minds of

the Honfe. And it muft be confefTed, that the

Chief Juftice had lb fkilfully entrenched himfelf

behind the impregnable ramparts of the law—the

letter of which, admitting the extenfion of the

fyftem of Englifh jurifprudence to India, he in the

whole of this transaction carefully avoided over-

lapping—that it was difficult to pronounce him

in a legal fenfe guilty, however flagitious his con-

duct might appear when brought to the tefl of

Vol. IV. O free
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free and rational investigation. The lawyers in

the Houfe feemed to confider it as a common

caufe, and exerted themfelves with peculiar ardor

in his behalf; and Mr* Pitt declaring himfelf con-

vinced of the innocence of the accufed, the mo-

tion of Sir Gilbert Elliot was on the divifion ne-

gatived by a majority of 73 to 6$ voices. Such

was the effect of this difcouraging circumftance,

that the farther confideration of the Impeachment

was adjourned over the feffion, and it has never

yet been relumed. It feems extraordinary, that

the acceptance of an appointment contrary to his

oath of office, under the Governor and Council,

by the Chief Juttice, which was the immediate

ground of his recall, was not made the leading

article of the Impeachment, as upon this head, all

the ingenuity of the profeffion, excellent and ad-

mirable as it is, could have afforded no colorable

defence.

The trial of Mr. Haftinars commenced on the

15 th of February (1788); Weflminfter Hall be-

ing iittcd up fe>r the purpofe with great magni-

ficence. Mr. Burke was no lefs than four fuc-

ceflive days in making his preliminary fpecch,

which was filled with vehement invective, with

much rhetorical exaggeration, and with matter

wholly extraneous to the fubject of the Impeach-

ment. Men of plain fenfe, whofe object was

truth, and who defircd only a clear and limple

fumrnary
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fummary of facts, fighed over thefe eccentricities

and follies ; and augured ill of the final fuccefs of

the Impeachment from fo injudicious an outfet.

If approbation, however, was wanting, the place

was amply fupplied by admiration; and the fpeech

was extolled by the parafitical flatterers of Mr.

Burke, as a more than Ciceronian effort of elo-

quence.

On the 22d of February, the Benares charge

was opened by Mr. Fox; and it was concluded on

the 25th by Mr. Grey, Member for the county

of Northumberland, whofe talents had attracted

at a very early period of life, in an eminent de-

gree, the attention of the Houfe, of which he

was foon perceived deftined to be one of the chief

and mofr. diftinguifhed ornaments.

On the 15th of April, the charge relative to the

Begums of Oude was brought forward in a very

able manner by Mr. Adam ; and the evidence on

this charge was fummed up by Mr. Sheridan, in a

fpeech which lafted five days, and of which the

more vigorous compreffion only was wanting to

the perfection of eloquence.

The laft bufinefs of importance which engaged

the attention of Parliament, was a Bill brought

into the Houfe by Sir William Dolben, Member

for the Univerfity of Oxford, a man of the higheft

integrity and respectability, to regulate the tranf-

portation of Slaves from the Coaft of Africa to the

O 2 Weft
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Weft Indies. At the beginning of the year, a

multitude of Petitions had been prefented from

the different towns, cities, and counties of the king-

dom, imploring in carneit and affecling terms the

abolition of that fuperlatively nefarious and clc-

teftable traffic. A motion on the fubjecT: of thefe

Petitions was expected to be made by Mr. Wilber-

force, Member for Yorklhire ; but in confequence

of the long-protracled and unfortunate indifpofi-

tion of that gentleman, Mr. Pitt on the 9th ofMay
moved a refolution, importing that the Houfe would

early in the next feffion proceed to take into con-

fideration the flate of the Slave Trade. The Bill

of Sir William Dolben, which was intended merely

to eftablifh a certain reafonable proportion between

the number of flaves and the tonnage of the fhips,

was violently and obftinately oppofed by Petitions

from the Merchants of London and Liverpool

concerned in the African trade. Counfel being

therefore engaged, and witnefies examined, it ap-

peared in evidence at the Bar of the Houfe, that

five feet fix inches in length, and fixteen inches in

breadth, was the average fpace allotted to each

flave. The lower deck of the veflel was entirely

covered with bodies. The fpace between the floor

of that deck and the roof above, in height about

five feet eight inches, was divided by a platform,

alfo covered with human bodies. The flaves were

chained two and two by their hands and feet, and

by
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by means of ring-bolts fattened to the deck. In

that mltry climate, their allowance was a pint of

water each, per diem-, and they were ufually fed

twice a day with yams and horfe-beans. After

meals they were compelled by the whip to jump in

their irons, which by the flave-dealers was called

dancing. They had not, as was emphatically

ftated, when,flowed together, fo much room as a

man in his coffin, either in length or breadth. They

drew their breath with laborious and anxious ef-

forts, and many died of mere fuffocation. The

cuitomary mortality of the voyage exceeded fcven-

teen times the ufual eftimate of human life. A
llave fhip, when full fraught with this cargo of

wretchednefs and abomination, exhibited at once

the extremes of human depravity and human

mifery.

Mr. Pitt, who on various occaflons has dropped

the ftateiman to afTume the nobler character of the

philanthropift, declared with indignant eloquence,

" that if, as had been atierted by the Members for

Liverpool, the trade could not be carried on in any

other manner, he would retract, what he had faid

on a former day, and, waving every farther difcuf-

fion, give his inftant vote for the annihilation of a

traffic thus fhocking to humanity. He trulted

that the Houfe, being now in pofleffion of fuch

evidence as was never before exhibited, would en-

deavor to extricate themfelves from the guilt and

O 3
remorfe
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remorfe which every mnn ought to feel for having

fo long over-looked filch cruelty and oppreffion.'*

The Bill was carried up June 18th to the Houle

of Lords, where it was fated to encounter the de-

termined oppofition of Lord Thurlow. His

Lordthip faid, that the Bill was full of inconliftency

and nonfenfe. The French had lately offered pre-

miums to encourage the African trade, and the

natural prefumption was, that we ought to do the

fame. This meafure appeared to him very like a

breach of parliamentary faith. As to himfelf, he

ferupled not to fay, " that if the fit of philanthropy

which had flept fo many years had been fuffered

to fleep one fummer longer, it would have ap-

peared to him more wife than to take up the fub-

jecl in this disjointed manner." The Duke of

Chandos ventured to predict a general infurreclion

ofthe Negroes in the Weft Indies in confequence

of the agitation of the prefent queftion. And

Lord Sydney, who had once ranked amongft the

Friends of Liberty, exprefled in warm terms his

admiration of the fyflem of the Slave Laws efta-

blifhed in Jamaica, and faw no room for any im-

provement. The Bill was defended by the Duke

of Richmond and Marquis Townfhcnd in a man-

ner which did honor to their underftanding and

feelings: and it finally palled by a coniiderable

majority.

The King put an end to the feffion July u,

1788,
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1788, by a fpeech from the throne, in which he

complimented the two Houfes on their attention

and liberality. " His faithful fubjecls had every rea-

fon, as he affirmed, to expect the continuance ofthe

bleffings of peace; and the engagements which he

had recently formed with the King of Pruffia and

the States General of the United Provinces, would,

he trufted, promote the fecurity and welfare of his

own dominions, and contribute to the general

tranquillity of Europe."

Soon after the recefs of Parliament, the King,

who had been for fome time rather indifpofed, was

advifed by his phyiicians to try the mineral waters

of Cheltenham, which he was believed to drink in

too profufe a quantity. His health appeared ne-

vcrthelefs, during his refidence there, greatly efta-

blifhed; and he amufed himfelf and gratified his

people by various excurfions in the vicinity of that

place, difplaying on thefe occafions much conde-

fcenfion and affability, and being every where re-

ceived with loud acclamations.

On his return to Windfor, late in the fummer,

his illnefs returned with new and alarming fymp-

toms. By the end of October, it could no longer

be concealed that the malady of the King was of

a nature peculiarly afflictive and dreadful. A
mental derangement had taken place, which ren-

dered him iotally incapable of public bufinefs.

The Parliament had been prorogued to the aoih

O 4 of
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ofNovember ; a few days previous to which, a cir-

cular letter was ifTued by the Minifters, in which

the impracticability of a farther prorogation was

lignified, and the attendance of the Members

earneftly requefled. Parliament being accord-

ingly afTembled, the ftate of the King's health

was formally notified to the Houfe of Peers by

the Lord Chancellor, and to the Commons by

Mr. Pitt: and as the Seffion of Parliament could

not be opened in the regular mode, an adjournment

of fourteen days was recommended ; at the end of

which term, if the King's illnefs fhould unhappily

continue, it would be incumbent upon them to

enter into the immediate confideration of the

ftate of public affairs. Upon the re-aflembling of

Parliament, December the 4th, a Report of the

Board of Privy Council was prefented to the two

Houfes, containing an examination of the Royal

Phyficians; and it was properly fuggeiled, that con-

fidering the extreme delicacy of the fubjecl, and

the dignity of the perfon concerned, Parliament-

would do well to reft fatisfied without any more di-

rect and exprefs information, efpecially as the ex-

aminations' of Council had been taken upon oath,

which the Houfe of Commons had no power to

adminifter.

The fituation of affairs was at this period An-

gularly critical. The Prince of Wales, into whole

hands the government of the country was foon

likely
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likely to fall, retained a deep refentment againft

the prefent Minifters for their recent conduct re-

fpecting him, and took no pains to conceal his de-

cided predilection for the perfon and politics of

Mr. Fox. This diftinguiihed leader, on the earlieft

intelligence of the King's indifpolition, had re-

turned from a fummer excursion to the Continent

with incredible expedition ; and in contemplation

of an approaching change, a new arrangement of

Administration was already believed to be formed,

coirfifting of the principal Members of the former

Coalition Miniftry, Lord North only excepted, and

of which the Duke of Portland was to be once

more the oftenfible head. The policy ofOppofition

feemed evidently repugnant to every idea of un-

neceflary delay. Yet doubts were unaccountably

itarted by Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, and others of the

fame party, whether Parliament could in this mo-

mentous cafe difpenfe with that fort of evidence

on which they had been accuilomed to proceed.

The validity of the objection was very faintly con-

tended, and a Committee of twenty-one perfons

in each Houfe, after no long debate, appointed to

examine and report the fentiments of the Royal

Phyficians. The Report of the Committee was

laid upon the table of the Houfe of Commons

on the ioth of December; when a motion was

made by Mr. Pitt, for the appointment of another

Committee to infpect the Journals for precedents

5 of
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of fuch proceedings as had been adopted in former

inftances, when the fovercign authority was fu im-

pended by ficknefs, infirmity, or any other caufe,

Mr. Fox, fenfible perhaps of his former error,

now oppofed with energy the prefent motion, as

calculated only for delay. With refpecl: to pre-

cedents, there were, he faid, notorioufly none

which applied to the prefent inftance ; and he af-

firmed, that all which was requifite to their ulti-

mate decifion, had been obtained by the Report

now lying upon their table. By that Report they

had afcertained the incapacity of the Sovereign.

, And he advanced as a proposition deducible from

the principles of the Conftitution, and the analogy

of the law of hereditary fucceffion, that whenever

the Sovereign was incapable of exercifing the

functions of his high office, the Heir Apparent,

if of full age and capacity, had as indifputa-

ble a claim to the exercife of the executive au-

thority, in the name and on the behalf of the So-

vereign, during his incapacity, as in the cafe of his

natural demife."

Mr. Pitt, eager to feize any occafion of poft-

poning, by the intervention of extraneous qucftions,

the ultimate decifion, immediately rofe with much

apparent warmth, and declared, " that the aflertion

which had been made by Mr. Fox was little fliort

of treason againft the Constitution. And

he pledged himfelf to prove, that the Heir Appa-

rent,
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rent, in the instances in queftion, had no more

right to the exercife of the executive power than

any other person ; and that it belonged en-

tirely to the two remaining branches of the Legif-

lature, to make met) a provifion for fupplying the

temporary deficiency as they might think proper.'*

Thus was this famous queftion at ivTue between

thefe two great political rivals ; in which it was re-

markable, that Mr. Fox, the great advocate of the

rights of the people, became the defender of pre-

rogative ; and Mr. Pitt, who had been loudly ac-

cufed of deferting the principles of liberty, appear-

ed in the advantageous light of their intrepid and

zealous afiertor. All thofe popular arguments and

primary axioms of Government, on which the

friends of freedom fo juftly delight to dwell, were

upon this occafion urged by Mr. Pitt with the

greateft fuccefs. " When the regular exercife of

the powers of government was from any caufe fuf-

pended, to whom could the right of providing a

remedy for the exifting defect devolve, but to

the people, from whom all the powers of govern-

ment originated ? To affert an inherent right in

the Prince of Wales to aflumc the government,

was virtually to revive thofe exploded ideas of the

divine and indefeasible authority of Princes, which

had fo juftly funk into contempt and almoft into

oblivion. Kings and Princes derive their power

from the people, and to the people alone, through

the
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the organ of their reprefentatives, did it appertain

to decide in cafes for which the Confutation had

made no fpecific or pofitive provifion." In vain

was every effort attempted to flem the tide of po-

pular opinion, which ran with no lefs violence at

this crifis in favor of Mr. Pitt, than at the com-

mencement of his minifterial career. In vain was

it urged, that the primary principles of govern-

ment were not the fubjecls of the prefent contro-

verfy. The queftion was limply, to determine

what the analogy of the Conftitution required in

a cafe wherein no recourfe could be had to au-

thoritative precedents or to legal decifions. The

conftitutional authority of Parliament to provide

for the fafety of the nation, in an exigency like

the prefent, mutt be univerfally acknowledged.

But the doubt was, whether, in the appointment

of a Regent, they were to exercife a judicial or an

elective authority. If the former, the bufinefs was

at an end ; for they mufl: neceflarily adjudge the

Regency to the Prince. But if they were to exer-

cife an arbitrary elective power, Mr. Pitt might

make himfelfthe competitor of the Prince ofWales.

Upon the Regent of their election they would

undoubtedly, as was the practice in all elective

governments, impofe fuch limitations as they

thought proper. Thus the balance of the Confti-

tution would be deftroyed, the Executive Power

would become wholly dependent upon the Legif-

lative,*
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lative, and the genius of the Government would

be radically and effentially changed. The fove-

reign authority is not a property, but an office.

To execute that office, certain powers are necef-

fary ; and whoever exercifes it, and under what-

ever name he acts, ought to be pofTefTed of thofe

ncccfTary powers; and no man under any title

or denomination ought to be invefted with more

than are neceflary. If hereditary monarchy be

efbblifhed as a falutary proviiion to fruftrate the

machinations of faction, the fame rule applies to

a Regent, who ought to be invefted with all the

authority requisite to preferve the tranquillity and

promote the welfare of the State." Mr. Fox not

choofing to take the fenfe of the Houfe, Mr.

Pitt's motion for precedents was carried without a

divifion.

A flmilar motion was the next day made by

Lord Camden in the Houfe of Peers, and the doc-

trine of Mr. Fox reprobated by his Lordfhip with

great fevcrity. It was on the other hand defended

with eloquence and ability by Lord Loughbo-

rough, and Lord Stormont, who concluded his

fpeech with recommending an immediate Addrefs

to the Prince of Wales, entreating him to afliime

the exercife of the Royal Authority. The difcuf-

iion of the abftract queftion of right being per-

ceived to afford a great and unexpected advantage

to the Minillry, the Duke of York, foon after this

debate,
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debate, in the name of the Prince, expreflcd his

withes, " that the queftion might be waved. No
claim of right, hjs Highnefs faid, had been ad-

vanced by the Prince of Wales; and he was con-

fident that his brother too well underftood the

facred principles which feated the Houfe of Brunf-

wick upon the throne, ever to arTiime or exer-

cife any power, be his claim what it might, that

was not derived from the will of the people ex-

prefTed by their Reprefentatives."

Lord Thurlow, who had at firft confented to

take a part in the new Administration, in the

arrangement of which the poft of Lord Prefidcnt

had been affigned to him, now varying the courfe

of his policy, fpoke with great energy of his " fen-

timents of affection towards the King. Nothing

could be more difgraceful than to defcrt the Sove-

reign in his diftrefled and helplefs Situation. His

own debt of gratitude was ample, and when he

forgot his King might God forget him." Thefe

expreffions were rumored to be the rcfult of cer-

tain intimations, which his Lordfhip had recently

received of the happy and not very diftant pro-

fpect of the King's recovery. This was however

as yet a matter of anxious and precarious/pecula-

tion.

In the Committee on the State of the Nation,

December 16, Mr. Pitt moved two Declaratory

Refolutions, importing, i. The interruption of

the
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the Royal Authority; and 1. That it was the

duty of the two Houfes of Parliament to provide

the means of fupplying that defect. A vehement

debate enfued ; in the courfe of which Mr. Fox

declared the principles of the Minifter to be, that

the Monarchy was indeed hereditary, but that the

Executive Power ought to be elective. The legal

metaphyfics that thus diitinguifhed between the

Crown and its functions were to him unintelligible.

The inveftigators mould be fchoolmen, and not

ftatelmen, if a queftion that fo deeply involved

the exiftence of the Constitution were to be thus

difcmTcd. Where, faid he, is that famous dictum

to be found, by which the Crown is guarded with

fuch inviolable fanclity, while its powers are left to

the mercy of every aflailant? The Refolution was

at length carried, on a divifion, by 2,68 again it

204 voices. This great point being gained, the

Miniftry proceeded without hefitation or delay to

convert it to their own pre-concerted purpofes.

On the 23d of December, a third Refolution

pafTed, empowering the Chancellor of Great Bri-

tain to affix the Great Seal to fuch Bill of Limi-

tations as might be necefTary to reftricl: the power

of the future Regent. This mode of procedure

was oppofed with great animation by Lord North.

" A perfon," faid his Lordihip, " is to be fet up

without power or difcretion ; and this pageant,

this fictitious being, is to give the force of a law

2 to
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to the decisions of the two Houfcs. Was it ever

before heard of, that there could be a power of

giving afient without the power of refuting that

affent ? Would any man ferioufly maintain that

the Third Eftate thus conjured up is really

diitincl: from the other two ?" It was ftyled, in the

heat andpaffion of debate, "an intuiting fraud," a

" mockery of legiflation," a " legal forgery." And
an amendment was finally moved by Mr. Demp-

fter, " That the Prince of Wales be requeited to

take upon himfelf the adminiftration of the Go-

vernment during the Royal incapacity." On the

divifion the amendment was negatived by 25 1 to

178 voices.

The Refolutions which had patied the Com-

mons being communicated for the concurrence of

the Lords, a limilar amendment to that of Mr.

Dempfler was moved by Lord Rawdon ; when,

after a violent debate, the Refolutions were con-

firmed, on a divifion of 66 to 99 Peers.

On the 2d of January 1789, to complete the

Singularity and perplexity of the bufinefs, died Mr.

Cornwall, Speaker of the Houfe ofCommons; and

on the 5th, the vacant Chair was filled by Mr.

Grenville, brother to Lord Temple,—the irregu-

larity of his entering upon the duties of his office

without the fanclion of the Royal approbation be-

ing fcarcely noticed, amid the preflurc of affairs

fo much more important. The Bill of Limitations,

when
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when ready to be introduced into the Houfe, was

obftrucled by an unfeafonable motion ofMr. Love-

den, that the Phvficians be re-examined on the

fubject of the King's illnefs, and the probability

of recovery. This motion was the refult of vari-

ous reports reflecting the difagreement of opinion

amongft the Phyficians themfelves,—reports fuffi-

ciently corroborated by the fubfequent examina-

tion, which left the Houfe as much in the dark as

ever as to the event ; anfwering no other pur-

pofe than to create an additional delay, of which

the Minifter well knew the value and the advantage.

A letter was at length written to the Prince of

Wales by Mr. Pitt, informing his Royal Highnefs

of the plan meant to be purfued :—that the care

of the Kings perfon, and the difpolifion of the

Roval houfehold, fhould be committed to the

Queen, who would by this means be veiled with the

patronage of four hundred places, amongft which

were the great offices of Lord Steward, Lord

Chamberlain, and Matter of the Horfe. That the

power of the Prince fhould not extend to the

granting any office, reverfion, or penfion, for any

other term than during the King's pleafure, nor to

the conferring any peerage. The anfwer of the

Prince was firm, dignified, and temperate. He
faid, " it was with deep regret that he perceived

in the propofitions of Adminiftration a project

for introducing weaknefs, diforder, and infecu-

Vol. IV. P rity
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rity into every branch of political bufinefs ;—for

feparating the Court from the State, and depriving

Government of its natural and accuftomed fup-

port ; a fcheme for difconnecting the authority to

command fervice from the power of animating it

by reward ; and for allotting to him all the invidi-

ous duties of the kingly ftation, without the means

of foftening them to the public by any one act

of grace, favor, or benignity. He obferved,

that the plea of public utility mutt be ftrong, ma-

nifeft, and urgent, that could thus require the

extinction or fufpenfion of any one of thofe effen-

tial rights, in the Supreme Power or its Reprefenta-

tive, or which could juftify the Prince in content-

ing, that in his perfon an experiment fhould be

made to afcertain with how fmall a portion of

kingly power the executive government of his

country could be conducted. In fine, the Prince

declared, that his conviction of the evils which

might otherwife arife, outweighed in his mind

every other confideration, and would determine

him to undertake the painful truft impofed upon

him by that melancholy neceffity, which of all the

King's fubjects he deplored the molt."

The Bill intended to carry into effect this wild

and dangerous project, the offspring of party in-

terest and perfonal ambition, calculated only, as

was juflly and forcibly remarked, " to eftablifh a

weak Government and a ftrong Oppofition," was

brought
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brought into the Houfe on the 16th of January,

1789. Long and violent debates enfued, in the

courfe of which a proteft was entered on the Jour-

nals of the Houfe of Lords, figned by the Duke

of York, at the head of the Princes of the blood,

and fifty-five other Peers, expreffive of their high-

eft indignation at the reftriclions on the Executive

Authority thus arbitrarily impofed. Thefe extra-

ordinary proceedings were at length, happily for

the public, arrefted in their progrefs, by an inti-

mation from the Lord Chancellor, that the King

was declared by his phyficians to be in a ftate of

convalefcence. This was followed by a declara-

tion on the 10th of March, that his Majefty, being

perfectly recovered from his indifpofition, had or-

dered a Commiffion to be iflued for holding the

Parliament in the ufual manner. The tidings of

the King's recovery diffufed the moil general and

heartfelt fatisfa&ion. A national thankfgiving

was appointed, and the King himfelf went in fo-

lemn proceffion to the cathedral of St. Paul's, to

offer up his grateful devotions on this event ; which

was celebrated throughout the kingdom by fplen-

did illuminations, and all the other accuftomed de-

monftrations ofjoy.

The conduct of the Irifh Parliament in this

bufinefs formed a ftriking contrail to that of the

Englifh ; and was dictated by a policy the moft

fimple, obvious, and rational. On the afcertain-

P a ment
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ment of the fact, rcfpecting the incapacity of the

Sovereign, Mr. Conolly moved, February n,

1789, " That an Addrefs be prefentcd to the

Prince of Wales, requeuing him immediately to

take upon himfelf the government of that kingdom

as Regent, during the continuance of the Pving's

incapacity." This was carried without a divi-

sion. To this rcfolution the Houfe of Lords ac-

ceded, But the Lord Lieutenant, the Marquis of

Buckingham (late Earl Temple), refilling, by a

rath and hazardous cxercife of difcretion, to trans-

mit this iVddrefs to England, Commiffioners were

appointed by both Houfcs to prcfent the Addrefs

in perfon to his Royal Highnefs. The rapid

and unexpected recovery of the King, happily fu-

perfeded the object of their commiffion. But

the Prince in his reply declared, " that nothing

could obliterate from his memory the fentiments

of gratitude which he felt lor their generous kind-

nets."

Among the innumerable evils attending the

mode of procedure adopted by the Britifh Par-

liament, one of the moft formidable was the pof-

lible, and even probable, diffimilarity of the deci-

fions of the two Legiilatures. Had the Prince of

Wales refaied, under the degrading circumitances

with which the offer of the Regency was accom-

panied in England, to accept the government of

the kingdom, there is good reafon to believe that

it
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it would have been conferred upon the Queen,

while the Prince would have been conftituted

Regent of Ireland, with the ufual powers of Roy-

alty. This would doubtlefs have given rile to a

queftion of the moil important, and at the fame

time of the mod difficult nature, viz. Whether

Ireland, agreeably to the political compact fnbfift-

ing between the two countries, could conllitu-

tionally emancipate herfelf from the Executive

Government cftablifhed in England, under what-

ever name, or by whatever perfons it might be ex-

ercifed ? Of this perplexing and dangerous quef-

tion, the prudence of the Prince, in accepting of

the Regency under all the concomitant humili-

ating refiriclions of Parliament, fortunately pre-

cluded not only the inveftigation, but even the

mention.

In the fpeech delivered by the Chancellor in the

name of the King to the two Houfes, his Ma-
jefly conveyed to them his warmefl acknowledg-

ments for the additional proofs they.had given of

their attachment to his perfon, and their concern

for the honor and intereft of his Crown. It

foon appeared that the late proceedings of the

Miniflry were in tire higheft degree acceptable

to the Sovereign : and thofe perfons holding pofts

under the Government, who had concurred in

the meafures of the Oppcfition, were unceremo-

nioufly difmifled from their offices ; amongft whom
P 3 were
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were the Marquis of Lothian, the Duke of QueenA

berry, Lord Carteret, and Lord Malmefbury.

Before the firfl aufpicious moments of gratuta-

tion had fubiided, Mr. Fok renewed his popular

motion for the repeal of the Shop Tax, to which

Mr. Pitt did not, in the prefent circumftances,

choofe any longer to refufe his afTent ; though he

declared he had heard nothing in the way of ar-

gument, which induced him to change his origi-

nal opinion. He accordingly moved an omiffion

of that part of the preamble to the Bill of Re-

peal, by which the tax was pronounced a partial

and oppreffive impolition, militating againfi the

juft principles of taxation.

Mr. Dempfter at the fame time moved for a re-

peal of the Hawkers and Pedlars Tax, which was

originally impofed on the extraordinary ground of

its operating as an indemnity to the fhopkeeper

;

thus facrificing one clafs of men to the conveni-

ence and accommodation of another. A total re-

peal of this law neverthelefs could not be ob-

tained ; but a Bill pafled to explain and amend

the Act, by which the more onerous claufes were

mitigated, and thefe friendlefs and injured people

reftored in fome meafure to their civil and com-.

mercial rights.

A motion of much greater importance was in-

troduced foon after this (May 8), by Mr. Beau-

foy, being a renewal of the application two years

ago
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ago fubmitted to the Houfe, for the- repeal of the

Corporation and Tell Acts; " prompted, as he

faid, thereto by the unalterable confidence which

the DifTenters repofed in the difpofition of the

Houfe to do juflice to the injured, and afford re-

lief to the opprefled. And they could not for-

get how frequently the Legillature had granted the

requefls, which caufelefs alarms had at firfl induced

themtorefufe."

This motion was fupported by Mr. Fox with a

force of argument which could not but make fome

degree of impreffion on the mofl callous and pre-

judiced mind. This great Statefman laid it down

as a primary axiom of policy, " that no human

Government hadjurifdiclion over opinions as fuch,

and more particularly over religious opinions. It

had no right to prefume that it knew them, and

much lefs to act upon that prefumption. When
opinions were productive of acts injurious to fo-

cicty, the Law knew how and where to apply the

remedy. If the reverfe of this doctrine were

adopted, if the actions of men were to be pre-

judged from their opinions, it would fow the feeds

of everlafling jealoufy and diitruft ; it would

give the mofl unlimited fcope to the malignant

paffions ; it would incite each man to divine the

opinions of his neighbor, to deduce mifchiev-

' ous confequences from them, and then to prove

that he ought to incur difabilitics, to b? fet-

P 4 t jred
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tered with reftrictions, to be haraffed with pe-

nalties.

if From this intolerant principle had flowed every

Ipecies of party zeal, every fyflem of political per-

fection, every extravagance of religions hate. It

was an irreverent and impious opinion to maintain,

that the Church mull depend for fupport as an en-

gine or ally of the State, and not on the evidence

of its doctrines, and the excellency of their moral

effects. Moderation and indulgence to other feels

were equally conducive to the happinefs of man-

kind and the fafety of the Church.

" Since the g?ra of the Revolution the Church

bad flourifhed, becaufe her imaginary fears had

been diflipated. She had improved in knowledge

and candor, becaufe, inftead of being enabled

to impofe filence on the Ditlenters by the flrong

hand of power, (he had been obliged to hear

their aiguments; and the Community at large

had found the happy effects, which a collifion of

opinions in open and liberal difcuffion, among men

living under the fame Government, never fails to

produce. There were many men not of the Efta-

bhthment, to whofe ferviccs their country had a

claim. Surtly a citizen of this defcription might

be permitted without danger or abfurdity to fay,

* Though I diflent from the Church, I am a

friend to the Conftitution ; and on religious fub-

jecls I am entitled to think and act as I pleafe.'

Ought
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Ought the Country to he deprived of the benefit

fhe might derive from the ta'ents of fuch men, and

his Majefty be prevented from difpenfing the fa-

vors of the Crown except to one defcription of his

fubjecls ? Mr. Fox declared himfelf a friend to an

Eftabliihment of Religion in every country, framed

agreeably to the fentiments of the majority of its

inhabitants. Bat to inveft that Eitablithment with

a monopoly of civil and religious privileges, was

palpably unjuft, and remote from the purpofe of

an Eftabliihment, which was no otherwife con-

nected with the State, than as it tended to pro-

mote morality and good order among the people.

The Teft and Corporation A6te had fubfitled, it

was contended, for more than a century. True ;

but how had they fublifted ? By repeated fufpen-

fions. For the Indemnity Bills were, literally (peak-

ing, annual acts. Where then would be the im-

propriety of fufpending them for ever by an act of

perpetual operation ?—Let not Great Britain be the

lad to avail herfelf of the general improvement of

the human understanding. Indulgence to other

feels, a candid refpect for their opinions, a de-

flrc to promote charity and good-will, were the

beft proofs that any religion could give of its

divine origin. To the Church of England in

particular he would fay,

* Tuque prior, tu parce genus qui ducis Olympo.'

Such
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Such are the noble and exalted fentiments which

have long elevated Mr. Fox to the rank of the firft

ftatefman of his age and nation. The motion of

Mr. Beaufoy was zealoufly oppofed by Lord North,

in a fpeech confuting, as it was juftly defcribed by

a Member of the Houfe in debate, of " a feries

of pompous nothings."

Mr. Pitt alfo again appeared as its opponent, in

an artificial harangue decorated with a great ex-

ternal fhew of candor and fpecioufnefs of language.

On a divifion the numbers were, Ayes 1 04,Noes 1 24;

fo that this important queftion—important indeed

even beyond what the Minifter himfelf probably

had at this period any conception of—was loft by

20 voices only. This therefore might be regarded

as a decided victory on the part of the DifTenters,

had they known how to improve their advantage.

But their refentment againft the Court and the

Minifter was not at all abated by the foft and footh-

ing expreffions by which Mr. Pitt attempted to

cfifguife and palliate his refufal : and the ground

they had gained in defpite of the courtly machina-

tions againft them, excited a degree of elation,

which led to grofs and fatal indifcretions.

About this period, a Bill ofa nature very merito-

rious was introduced into the Houfe of Peers by

Lord Stanhope, for the repeal of a number of

obfolete and vexatious laws, inflicting penalties

upon perfons abfenting themfelves from the fer-

5 vice
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vice of the Church, fpeaking in derogation of the

Book of Common Prayer, &c.

On the fecond reading, Dr. Moore, Archbifhop

of Canterbury, a Prelate of a difpofition natu-

rally mild and generous, roufed by this alarming

attack upon the Church, rofe to give his de-

cided oppofition to the meafure. " The Bill un-

der their Lordfhips' difcuffion, ifpermitted to pafs,

would ferve as a cover, his Grace affirmed, to every

fpecies of irreligion. If unreftrained fpeaking,

writing, and publiming on the fubjecl of Religion

were tolerated, there was fcarcely any mifchief

to the Church or to Civil Society that imagi-

nation could frame, which might not be effected.

The very foundation of Religion, as by Law efta-

Hijhed, might be undermined and overthrown."

Dr. Warren, Bifhop ofBangor, obferved, " that

it remained for thefe days of licentioufnefs to call

in queftion the propriety and wifdom ofthofe regu-

lations which their Lordfhips were now folicited to

repeal. To compel men by penalties not to abfent

themfelves from the public places of woifhip, did

not militate againft any fort ofreligious liberty, fince

the DifTenters were allowed to refort to their own
congregations : and he who could not communi-
cate with either, might well be fuppofed to hold

doctrines injurious to the State, and which ought

not to be tolerated."

I>. Halifax, of St. Afaph, enforced this afTer-

tion,
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tion, and reminded the Koufe of the inftitution

among the Locrians, which obliged every man

that propofed a repeal of an exifting law, to come

into the Aflembly with a rope about his neck."

Dr. Horfley, of St. David's, cxpreffed himfelf

in terms ftill more indignant, and with ftill greater

ardor of holy zeal. He faid " the Bill in queftion

was calculated to tear away the foundations of the

Church of England, and through her means to

defhoy the very being of the Englifh Conftitution.

The Act of Elizabeth impofing a fine upon the

non-attendance on divine worfhjp, was a falutary

law. It was a miftake to fuppofe the right of pri-

vate judgment in religion unlimited. The Magi-

strate had a right to punifh Atheilin, as a crime

againfl the welfare of Society; and by the fame

rule, to punifh a contempt for the Revelation of

God in the Chriftian Religion. There was more-

over always danger in difturbing ancient laws, for

the exigence of which, at a diitant period, no good

reafon could be given. Their wifdom, though not

obvious at the period of the repeal, was generally

proved by the mifehief that enfued upon their an-

nihilation."

Lord Stormont, enlightened and enraptured with

thefe arguments, paid high compliments to the

Bench of Bifhops, declaring that they had that

day done themfelves infinite credit, and ren-

dered their characters facrcd in the public efti-

mation.
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mation. It is needlefs to fay that the Bill was

rejected.

On the approach of the fummer recefs, Mr. Dun-

das, agreeably to the tenor of the India Regulation

Bill, made his annual ftatement of the finances of

the Company, which he reprcfented as in a mod

profpcrous and flourifhing condition ; concluding

however, as ufual, with a motion to empower the

Company to raife the fum of one million, by way

of incrcafe ofcapital, to be fubfcribed by the prefent

proprietors of Eaft India Stock ; and the Bill

founded on this motion palled both Houfes with

trivial oppofition,

The Seffion was far advanced, when Mr. Wil-

berforce brought forward his long expected mo-

tion, relating to the abolition of the African Slave

Trade, which was now become the theme of pub-

lic execration. Mr. Wilberforce divided his fub-

ject into three parts—the nature ofthe Trade as it

affected Africa itfelf; the appearance it afTumedin

the tranfportation of the flaves ; and the confidera-

tions iuggefted by their actual ftate in the Weft

Indies. What mult be the natural confequence

of a Slave Trade with Africa, with a country valt

in its extent, not utterly barbarous, but civilized

in a very fmall degree ? Was it not plain that fhe

mult fuffer from it ? that her favage manners mult

be rendered Itill more ferocious, and that a Slave

Trade carricdon round her coalls, mult extend vio-

lence
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lence and defolation to her very centre ? Such

were precifely the circumftances proved by the

evidence before the Privy Council. As to the

mode in which the Haves were tranfported from

Africa to the Weft Indies, he affirmed that fo much

mifery condenfed into fo fmall a compafs, was more

than human imagination had ever before con-

ceived. It was the conftant practice to fet fail in

the night, that, the flaves, wrung with diftrefs at

quitting for ever their native country, might not be

fenfible of the moment of departure. This dread-

ful event was marked with fongs and tears oflamen-

tation. It appeared in evidence, that a Captain

more fufceptible than the reft had threatened a wo-

man with the terrors of the lath, becaufe her fbng

was too painful for his feelings. The mortality on

board the fhips was prodigious ; and including the

fiibfequentfeafoning, it did not amount to lefs than

50 per cent.

On their arrival In the Weft Indies, aftringents

and wafhes were employed to hide their wounds,

and make them up for fale—artifices at once frau-

dulent and fatal. This infamous traffic was alfo

known to be the grave of failors employed in it.

Of 3170 feamen who had failed from Liverpool in

1787, only 1428 had returned.

Mr. Wilberforce faid he felt the wickednefs ofthe

Slave Trade to be fo enormous, fo dreadful, and ir-

remediable, that he could flop at no alternative fhort

of
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of its abolition. He acknowledged that his mind had

indeed been haraffed with the objections of the

Weft India Planters, who had afferted that the ruin

of thei^property muft be the confequence of this

regulation. He could not, however, help diftrufting

their arguments. He could not believe that the

Almighty Being, who forbade the practice of rapine

and blood, had made, rapine and bloodfhed nece£-

fary to any part of his creation. Light foon broke

in upon his mind. His fufpicions were confirmed

by daily information, and the evidence he had now

to offer upon this point was decifive and complete.

The principle upon which he founded theneceffity

of the act, was not indeed policy but juftice ; but

though juftice were the principle of the meafure,

he would pledge himfelf to prove it reconcileable

with our trueft political intereft.

Mr. Wilberforce concluded a long and excellent

fpeech, equally addreffed to the underftanding and

feelings of the Houfe, and which produced a moll

fenlible and powerful effect, by moving, not, as was

generally expected, a general vote of cenfure and

reprobation, which would have impofed an obliga-

tion on the Houfe to have proceeded to ftrong

and decifive meafures ; but an elaborate and tedious

feries of complex and fomewhat dubious propofi-

tions, twelve in number, fpecifying the number of

ilaves imported from Africa injo the Britifh Weft
Indies ; the different defcriptions of perfons in-

cluded
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eluded in this aggregate number ; the injury flif-

tained by the Teamen employed in the African

Trade ; the caufes of the mortality of the Ne-

groes ; and the different items of calculation re-

ipecting the increafe of population in Jamaica

and Barbadoes ; and they concluded with declar-

ing coldly, that no confiderable or permanent in-

convenience would refult from difcontinuing the

farther importation.

Upon thefe proportions, Mr. Wilberforce faid

he did not mean to urge the Houfe to come to any

immediate vote. This afforded ample fcope on

the part of the anti-abolitionifrs, Lord Penryn,

Lord Maitland, &c. &c. and they eagerly em-

braced the opportunity to create new difficulty

and delay. Mr. Wilberforce declaring that he

relied on the evidence contained in the Report of

the Privy Council, they infilled that the Merchants

and Planters interefted in this buiinefs were enti-

tled to be heard by Cqunfel.

Mr. Pitt obferved with fome degree of indigna-

tion, and as a very extraordinary circumftance,

that the Report had lain many weeks on the table,

and no argument againfl its fufficiency had been

heard of, till the moment was arrived that the Houfe

was expected to come to an ultimate vote on the

fubjeel;. At length, however, he conceded, with

the too eafy confent of Mr. Wilberforce, to the ex-

amination of witnefles on the part of the Slave

a Merchants
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Merchants and Planters—vainly and creduloufly

fi truSting that unncceSlary delays would not be

introduced, as he could by no means Submit to the

ultimate procraftination of fo important a buSineSs."

Lord Penryn in the courfe of the Rebate averting,

that, to his knowledge^ the Planters were willing to

aSIent to any regulation of the trade, inert of its abo-

lition, Mr. Fox, with glowing eloquence, declared,

" that he knew of no fuch thing as a regulation of

robbery and restriction of murder. There was no

medium : the Legislature muft either abolifh the

trade, or plead guilty to all the iniquity with

which it was attended. This was a traffic which

no Government could authorize, without par-

ticipation in the infamy." Evidence being heard

at the bar of the Houfe for feveral fucceffive

weeks, it was at length, on the 23d of June, moved

by Mr. Alderman Newnham, ie that the farther

consideration of the Subject be deferred to the

next feffion."

One of the mofl able and zealous aSibciates of

Mr. Wilberfbrce in this bufinefs, from the com-

mencement of it, was Mr.William Smith, Member
for Sudbury, whofe character in reSpect of honor,

probity, and understanding, had perhaps no Supe-

rior within or without the walls of that Houfe.

Upon this occaflon Mr. Smith expreSTed his anxiety,

" that the queftion Should be brought to a Speedy

iSTue. He had not heard any good reaSon why
Vol- IV. Q the
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the examination of witnefies might not be carried

on for fome weeks longer. It was known that the

hearing ofevidence was at all times thinly attended.

If therefore the few Members that did attend were

willing to give up their time a little longer, why

fhould other Members complain of an inconve-

nience, in the fuffering of which they took no

fhare ?" The queftion, however, was carried without

a divifion, and the temporary Regulation Act of

Sir William Dolben was renewed for another year.

It is worthy of tranfient remark, that Mr. Wil-

berforce, Mr. Smith, and Sir William Dolben, all

ofwhom had confpicuouflydiftinguimed themfelves

in the progrefs of this bufinefs, were of religious

perfuafions very diffimilar—Mr. Wilberforce being

a favorer of the doctrines of Methodifm, Mr. Smith

an avowed DifFenter, and Sir William Dolben an

High Churchman. But on this great queftion,

which involved in it the general interefts of man-

kind, all fubordinate differences vanifhed, and it

fufriced to every valuable purpofe, that they were

all of the exalted and univerial religion of hu-

manity*.

The

* In the beautiful Poetic Epiftle, addrefTed to Mr. Wilber-

force by the celebrated Mrs. Barbauld, on the fubject of the

Slave Trade, are to be found the following picturefque and ani-

mated lines, defcriptive of the miferies entailed on the natives of

Africa by this horrid traffic:

Nor
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The trial of Mr. Haftings was refumed early

m thefeffion, and the third article, refpedting pre-

fents illegally and corruptly received by Mr.

Haftings, brought forward by Mr. Burke. In

his opening fpeech in fupport of this charge, in

which the fatal bufinefs of Nund-comar flood molt

conlpicuous, Mr. Burke made ufe of the follow-

ing indifcreet expreffion :
" that man Mr. Haftings

murdered by the hands of Sir Elijah Impey."

This afforded a ground of petition from Mr. Haf-

tings, that this allegation fhould be profecuted in

Nor in their palmy walks and fpicy groves

The form benign of rural pleafure roves ;

No milk-maid's fong, or hum of village talk,

Sooths the lone Poet in his evening walk j

No willing arm the flail unwearied plies,

Where the mix'd founds of cheerful labor rife ;

No blooming maids and froh'c fwains are feen

To pay gay homage to their harveft queen.

No heart-expanding fcenes their eyes mull prove,

Of thriving induftry and faithful love :

But fhrieks and yells difturb the balmy air, "\

Dumb fullen looks of woe announce defpair, V

And angry eyes thro' dufky features glare. J
Friends of the friendlefs—Hail, ye generous band

!

Whofe efforts yet arreft Heaven's lifted hand ;

Around whofe fteady brows, in union bright,

The Civic wreath and Chriftian's palm unite $

Your merit ftands—no greater and no lefs

Without or with the varnifh of fuccefs.

Q 2, fpecific
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specific articles, or that the Houfe fhould grant hiril

fuch redrefs as to them fliould feem meet."

After a long debate, the Houfe of Commons re-

folved, " that no authority had been given by The

Houfe for the purpofe of making any criminal

charge refpecting the death of Nund-comar, and

that the words complained of ought not to have

been fpoken." With this fort of reparation, though

not abfolutely amounting to an affirmation of inno-

cence, Mr. Haftings was compelled to reft fatisfied.

Mr. Grenville, Speaker of the Houfe of Com-

mons, being advanced, upon the resignation ofLord

Sydney, to the office of Secretary of State, and in

the fequel to a peerage, was fucceeded, after fitting

in the chair of the Houfe fcarcely fix months, by

Henry Addington, Efq. The new Speaker foon

acquired great reputation for dignity, integrity and

impartiality in the difcharge of his office ; and he

is, by the united voice of contending factions,

allowed to rank amongft the abler! of thofe who

have occupied that high and difficult ftation.

In providing the fupplies of the year, Mr. Pitt

was obliged to acknowledge the neceffity of bor-

rowing the fum of one million, contrary to his own

prediction, that no loan would be wanted. This

neceffity, however, did not arife from the unpro-

ductiyenefs of the taxes, which rofe even higher

than the previous cftimate of the Minuter; but

from
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'from extraordinary and unforefeen ca
?
ufes, the

principal of which were the fums voted for the

liquidation of the arrear of the Civil Lift, and of

the debt of the Prince of Wales, and the expence

of the late Armament : fo that the general profpecl:

of future and permanent profperity remained

wholly unimpaired ; and the Minifter acquired

from the prefent ftate of commerce and of the

puhlic funds and revenues, great ^nd jutl increafe

of reputation.

An important operation of finance took place in

the courfe of the feihon, in the exchange of .the

heavy duties on tobacco from the cuftoms to the

excife. This was effected with general approba-

tion, and great advantage to the public. It is a

circumftance well worthy of obfervation, as cha-

racteriftic of the caprice and inconftancy of the

public opinion, that this meafure, which had nearly

cofl Sir Robert Walpole his place, and even en-

dangered his life—and againfl which 200 Members

of the Houfe of Commons divided on the ori--

ginal motion of the Minifter, and which he

was finally compelled to relinquifh—was now op-

posed on the third reading of the Bill by 20 voices

only, in a thin and deferted Houfe of 90 Mem-
bers.

The Seffion was terminated Aiuraft 11, 1789,

by a fpeech from the Lord Chancellor in the name

of the Sovereign ; in which it was obferved, " that

Q 3 although
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although the good offices of the King and his Allies

had not been effectual for the restoration of the

general tranquillity, the Situation of affairs pro-

mifed to this country the uninterrupted enjoyment

ofthe blefmigs of peace." This was an affurance

highly and peculiarly grateful, in confequence

of the recent events which had taken place in the

different kingdoms of Europe. A war had been

kindled, which gradually diffufed itfclf from the

Euxine to the Baltic—from the fnow-clad moun-

tains of Norway to the arid wattes of Tartary : and

the foundations of a great andflupendous revolution

had been laid, which, almoft inftantly expanding

itfelf into gigantic growth, became the fubjecl of

terror, no lefs than of avionifhment, to the fur-

rounding nations.

Never was Europe more deceived than in the idea

fhe had originally formed ofthe chara6tcr of the Em-

peror Jofeph II, upon whom, on his firft entrance into

the grand feenes of public life, all eyes were fixed,

and under whofe fpecious exterior the credulous en-

thufiafm of hope had difcovered all the qualities of

a Legiflator and a Hero. And he was confidently

announced as the Monarch deftined to throw the

fplendid reputation of Frederic the Great into

fhade. Time however foon difpelied thefe falfe

and flattering prepoffeflions ; and he was perceived

to be equally destitute of the talents and the vir-

tues neceffary to the formation of a great and illuf-

trious
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trious character. Burning with an infatiable third

for glory, that Moloch of Princes, at whofe

bloody fhrinc millions of human victims have

been offered, his mind feemed eternally ha-

rafied and haunted with the enquiry, " What mail

I do to be for ever known ?"

While that juftly celebrated Statefman the

Prince de Kauriitz retained his influence over the

Councils of the Court of Vienna, a veil was call

over the vices and defects of the Sovereign. But as

he advanced in life, and began to act upon his own

ideas, and in reliance upon his own judgment, his

vanity, his verfatility, his rapacity, his rafhnefs, and

his folly became apparent to all. Difappointcd

in his recent and favorite fchemes of ambition,

his evil genius now fuggefted another project

ftill more abfurd and impracticable than the for-

mer.

Since the famous Treaty of W^eftphalia, by

which the independency of Holland had been re-

cognized by Spain, that haughty Power, fenfible of

the erroneous policy which had loft fo valuable a

pofTeflion, adopted, with relation to the provinces

which yet remained, a mild and lenient fyftem ofgo-

vernment. On the transferoftheLowCountriestothe

Houfe of Auftria by theTrcaty ofUtrecht, the fame

equitable treatment was obferved ; and that no lefs

under the weak and oppreffive reign of Charles VI,

Q 4 than
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than the aufpicious and benign government of

his daughter the celebrated Maria Thercfa.

During all the viciffitudes of politics and ofpower,

the Auftrian Netherlands continued to flourifh

under the protection of their own juft laws, and

the limitations of their free and happy Conftitution.

Of the provinces fubjecl; to Anuria, by far the moll

confiderable and extenlive is Brabant; and although

the forms of Government eftablifhed in the differ-

ent States bear a clofe analogy to each other, the

Conftitution of Brabant is regarded as the bell de-

fined and moll perfect. Like the Conftitution of

England, it is compounded of three Eftates, and

the executive authority is veiled in the Sovereign,

who bears the title of Duke of Brabant. The le-

giflative power, including the important preroga-

tive of levying taxes, refides in the States of Bra-

bant, which is inpart an elective and reprefentative

allembly, though not conftrucled on a very popu-

lar plan. The jurifdiclion of civil and crimi-

nal caufes is in the cities conligned to the Magi-

strates, under various equitable rcftrietions. In the

villages it nominally appertains to the Lords of the

Manors or Baronies ; but it is in fact excrcifed by

refpeclable perfons, chofen for the moft part by

the inhabitants themfelves, from whofe decifion an

appeal lies to the Baronial Courts. The Supreme

Tribunal of Juftice is eftablilhcd at BnaTels, and

it
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it is diftinguifhed by the appellation of the Council

of Brabant. Its functions are not however merely

judicial. It is alfo a Council of State, and partici-

pates largely in the executive power—-for no act

of the Sovereign is valid till confirmed by the Coun-

cil under the Great Seal of Brabant. Thefe and

many other privileges were after long and fierce

contentions guaranteed for ever to the people of

Brabant, by a charter granted by one of the. antient

Dukes, and which, from the triumphal procefhon

of the Prince into his capital, on the original execu-

tion of it, is denominated the joyeuse entree.

The acutenefs of philofophical and political

theorifts would no doubt detect with eafe the

grofs defects of this rude and artlefs fketch of a

free Conftitution. But its general and effential ex-

cellence is fufficiently demonftrated by the pro-

fperous flate of the country, and the paffionate at-

tachment of the people to their cftablifhed form

of government. This free form of government

Jofeph the Second had from deliberate malice, or,

more candidly fpeaking, from excefsofprefumption

and folly, determined to fubvert and deftroy. On
the ill of January 1787, two Imperial edicts were

iffued, formally fupprefling the antient inflitu-

tions, and even the Great Council of Brabant ; efta-

blifhing in their ftead a new Council of General

Government, afliflcd by Tribunals erected on the

.fevere and arbitrary model of thofe actually exifting

unde?



234 K. GEORGE III.

under the proper Auftrian government. As if this

were not enough to roufe the fpirit of reiiftance

in the nation, the Emperor, careful to heighten

the enthutiafm of civil liberty with the rage of

religious bigotry, annihilated at the fame time the

charter of the Univerfity of Louvain, and efta-

blithed a new general feminary for the ftudy of

Theology—the Profeflbrs to be nominated by the

fole authority of the Emperor. A violent and uni-

verfal commotion inftantly took place ; and the

States of Brabant, Flanders, and Hainault, aflem-

bling, forbade the people in exprefs terms to pay

any regard to the late cdicls. All ranks of men

enrolled themfelvcs in military atibciations for their

common defence. Deputies were difpatched to \ i-

enna to reprefent their grievances, and to remon-

ilrate with the Emperor in perfon againft thefe atro-

cious and unprecedented violations of their rights.

Agreeably to the irrefolute and inconfiftent po-

licy of the Emperor, the Deputies, notwithstanding

his previous menaces of vengeance, were moft gra-

cioufly received at the Imperial Court. The Sove-

reign profeffed himfelf well-difpofed to reflore their

antient privileges as contained in the Joyeiife En-

tree, and intimated an intention of vifiting the

Netherlands, to take meafures with the States for

the welfare of the people.

In a fhort time Count Murray, the Austrian Go-

vernor, publifhed a proclamation; completely re-.

vokincr
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voicing the late proceedings, and re-eftablifhing the

antient government. Happily for the people of

Flanders, the capricious politics of the Emperor

had by this time directed their views to a diftant

and oppofitc quarter. The advantages acquired

by Ruffia in confequence of the Treaty of 1784,

excited the chagrin and envy of that Monarch ;

and the Turkifh Empire at this period prefenting

an eafy and inviting profpecl of conqueft, a nego-

tiation was fet on foot with this view between the

two Imperial Courts ; and in the fpring of 1787,

a conference took place between the Czarina and

the Emperor at the new capital of Cherfon, whi-

ther the Emprefs of the Ruffias had with great

pomp and fplendor repaired, in order to her inau-

guration as Sovereign oftheTaurica. Scarcely did

fhe deign to affect concealment of her hoftile in-

tentions ; and over one of the gates of the city fhe

caufed to be inferibed, " This is the Gate which

leads to Byzantium."

The Ottoman Porte, fully apprized of the machi-

nations of the Imperial Courts, took a hafty refo-

lution, notwithstanding her own extreme unpre-

parednefs for commencing offenfive operations, to

publim an immediate declaration of war againtl

Ruffia—in the hope probably of being able to con-

ciliate the Emperor before his plan of hoftility was

fully matured. This however was a vain expecta-

tion ; the Emperor ordering, after a very (hort in-

terval.



i 36 L GEORGE III.

terval, a Memorial to be delivered by bis Ambafla-

dor at Conftantinople, Hating, " that be was com-

pelled by Treaty to affiil his Ally the Czarina with

80,000 men ; and if this mould be conftdered by

the Porte as an act of hoftility, he was prepared for

every event. Not waiting the anfvver, he made,

on the 2d of December 1787, a molt perfidious at-

tempt to furprife the fortrefs of Belgrade. Being

difappointed in this enterprife, he thought proper

to offer an apology for his con duel:, which only

fcrved by its futility to demonftrate the weaknefs of

the government which condefcended to accept it.

The Imperial Manifefto, containing a formal

declaration of war, at length appeared, February

1788. Contrary to the antient barbarous practice,

the AmbafTadors of both the Imperial Courts were

fullered to depart from Conftantinople without

moleftation. The anfwer to the Auftrian declara-

tion, in a calm and dignified manner, reproaches

the Emperor with " wantonly violating a peace of

fifty years continuance, without being able to al-

lege a tingle injury or pretext. Numerous in-

stances are adduced, in which, for the prefervation

of peace, the Sublime Porte had complied with un-

reafonable requifitions : and they juflly obferve, that

they had never upon any occafion taken advan-

tage of the embarrafiments of the Houfe of Auftria,

but had always acted with a liberality and good

faith ill requited in the prefent inilance.

7 The
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The operations of the Germans were in the com-

mencement of the war far from fuccefsful. Little

impreffion could be made upon the Turkifh fron-

tier ; and no fooner had the Grand Vizier taken

the command of the army, than the Turks became

the affailants ; and the Emperor, who commanded

in perfon, after fufTering repeated lofTes, was com-

pelled to a precipitate and difgraceful retreat, leav-

ing the Bannat and the Lower Hungary to the

mercy of the enemy. On the weftern fide, how-

ever, where the famous Marflial Laudohn com-

manded, the towns of Dubitza and Novi were re-

duced after a vigorous defence. On the eaftern

quarter, the city of Choczim furrendered, Septem-

ber 29th, to the united arms of Ruffia and Auftria.

And before the end of the year, the important for-

trefs ofOczakow, after fuftaining a fiege of fcveral

months, was carried by itorm ; the Ruffians march-

ing to the aflault over the frozen fnow, with which

the trenches were filled.

A deciflve fuperiority in the Black Sea was alio

obtained by the repeated victories gained on the

part of the Ruffians by the Prince of Nafiau over

the famous Turkifh Admiral Hatlan Pacha.

In the mean time the King of Sweden, actu-

ated by that fpirit of unprincipled ambition, Co

ufually the characteriftic of Princes as to be

deemed fcarccly the object of cenfure, and

prompted likewife by the King of Pruffia, and the

Powers
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Powers in alliance with the Court of Berlin and

inimical to Ruffia, entered fuddenly, at the head

of a confiderable army, the territory of Ruffian

Finland, whence the idea of palling by a direct

and rapid march to Peterfburgh feemed not wholly

chimerical. But a mbjecl of bitter chagrin await-

ed him in the abfolute and pertinacious refufal of

his officers to engage in offenlive war, on the pa-

triotic ground, or perhaps the traitorous pretext,

that the King had not, agreeably to the provifions

of the Conftitution of 1772, obtained the previous

confent of the States.

The Court of St. Peteriburgh, on the firft inti-

mation of the attack from Sweden, had called for

the aid and affiftance of Denmark, conformably to

the terms of the Treaty of Alliance fubliiling be-

tween the two Courts. Denmark had been for

fome years paft under the admin iftration of the

Prince Royal, whole knowledge and prudence, far

exceeding the immaturity of his age, were the

happy refult of a good natural underltanding, im-

proved to the utmoft by an excellent and admirable

education. The Prince Regent, on his acceffion

to power, had reftored the former Minillers of the

Daniffi Court, difplaced by Struenfee, to their of-

fices, amongft whom was the Count de Bernftorfj

whofe wifdom and firmnefs have in the courfe of

events been rendered very confpicuous. On the

prefent occafion, the Court of Copenhagen entered

entirely
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entirely into the views of the Czarina ; and in the

month of September 1788, a large body of Danifh

troops, commanded by Prince Charles of Hefle

Cartel, accompanied by the Prince of Denmark in

perfon, pairing over to Norway, unexpectedly en-

tered the Swedifh province of Wermlandia, and

advanced to the city of Gottenburgh with trivial

opposition.

Alarmed at this formidable invasion, the King

of Sweden repaired in perfon, with expedition al-

moft incredible, to the defence of this important

place ; which being attacked thus unprepared,

feemed very unable to refift the force of the

Danes. But at this critical moment the Courts

of London and Berlin interpofed their powerful

mediation in favor of Sweden. Early in October,

Mr. Hugh Elliott, Envoy at Copenhagen, addref-

fed himfelf firft by letter and afterwards perfonally

to the Prince Regent, requiring him, in the name

of the Allied Courts, to confent to an immediate

ceflation of hoflilities. " War, faid the Ambaf-

fador, is perhaps at this very moment declared

with Denmark by Pruffia and England. But if

your Highnefs will confent to what I propofe, I

will immediately difpatch couriers to ftop, if pof-

lible, the invasion of a Pruffian army in Holftein,

and the failing of the Britifh fleet."

Under thefe circumitances the refolution of the

Prince was foon taken, and a fufpenlion of arms

iigned
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figned on the part of Denmark, October 9, I/8R,

which^ after an interval of delay, was converted

into a Treaty of Neutrality.

The beginning of the following year was fig-

nalized by the death of the Grand Signor Ach-

met IV. a prince apparently of beneficent and up-

right intentions, but whofe talents were utterly-

inadequate to the mighty talk of reftoring the de-

clining empire of the Ottomans to its priftine

profpcrity and greatnefs. He was fuccecded by

his nephew, Selim III. fon of the late Emperor

Muflapha, whofe firft act of authority con titled

in the deposition of the Grand Vizier, JufTuf Pa-

cha, who had conducted the operations of the

laft campaign with lingular ability and perfonal

fuccefs.

The Emperor, finking under the prefTure of

difcafe and difappointment, had retired to Vienna 5

and the renowned Marlhal Laudohn being ap-

pointed to the chief command, the operations of

the war were renewed with confummate ikill and

wonderful incrcafe of vigor. After the reduction of

Gradifca, this veteran hero proceeded to form the

fiege ofBelgrade ; and on the 8th of Oct. 1789, that

important city, the bulwark of the Ottoman Em-
pire, furrendered on terms of honorable capitu-

lation. The remainder of the campaign prefent-

ed a fcries of the moll rapid fuccefles. Cladova,

Semendria> Czernitz, &c. followed the example

of
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of Belgrade. Orfova only attempted a ferious

refitlancc, and it was not reduced till after a long

ifrveftment and blockade.

On the eafterh fide, the Prince of Cobourg,

General of the Auftrian army in Walachia, after

gaining a confiderable advantage in an action

fought near Foczail, attacked, in conjunction with

the Ruffian General Suwarrow, with a very inferior

force, September 22, 1789, the army of the new

Grand Vizier, HafTan Pacha, a rafh and ignorant-

Commander, at Martincfti, and gained a complete

victory; This was attended with the immediate

capture of Buchareft, the capital of Walachia, and

the almoft entire reduction of the country north

of the Danube. In the mean time, Bielgorod on

the Black Sea, and the city of Bender on the

Tartarian frontier, furrendered to the arms of Ruf-

iia, now Conducted by Prince Potemkin.

During this campaign the war in the North

was carried on little to the advantage of Sweden :

for although the King of Sweden had entirely re-

eftablifhed his authority, and taken a fevere ven-

geance on the individuals who by their audacious

and inflexible contumacy had arretted the progrefs

of his arms, he could not fo eafily regain the ad-

Vantages he had loft by that unexpected and un-

feafonable oppofition. The immenfe power of

RmTia was now fully exerted. Sweden was re-

duced to act upon the defenlive in Finland; and

Vol, IV. R various
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various naval encounters took place, in which the

bravery and fuperior ikill of the Swedes did by

no means compenfatc for the Ruffian Superiority

of force.

In the enfuing campaign of 1790, the triumphs

of the Ruffian arms over the Ottomans continued

without any considerable interruption. The pro-

grefs of thefe barbarous conquerors had been

throughout marked with blood and dcfolation; but

the capture under General Suwarrow, of the city

of Ifmail, taken by ftorm December the 2 2d,

1790, exceeded in horrdr every action of the pre-

fent war, and may vie with that of any preceding

one. The garrifon, conlifting of the flower of

the Turkifh army, was maflacred in cold blood,

and the inhabitants indifcriminately given up to

the worfe than brutal licentioufnefs of an enraged

foldiery.

The military fuccefles of the Auftrians under

the heroic Laudohn, ferved only to incite the

faithlefs and perfidious Jofeph to renew his at-

tempts againft his fubjecls of Flanders and Bra-

bant. Count Murray, diftinguifhed by his lenity

of temper, was fucceeded in the government by

Count Trautmanfdorff; and the 'military placed

under the command of General Dalton, an officer

of approved lkill, but of unrelenting and favage

ferocity.

The new fyftem commenced with the revival

of
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*>f the former attempt againft the Univerfity of

Louvain. This being refolutely refifted, the Rec-

tor and Profeflors were expelled by the point of

the bayonet, Auguft 1788, arid many lives loft by

the indifcriminate firing of the foldiery. Similar

outrages and exccfles taking place at Antwerp,

Mechlin, &c^ in confequence/of the Orders ifiued

by the Government ; and military law, enforced

by military execution, being in a manner pro-

claimed through the provinces, a prodigious emi-

gration of the principal inhabitants immediately

fucceeded. The emigrants being favored and

protected by the Dutch Government, now under

the influence of England and Pruffia, aflembled

in numerous bodies on the frontier j at length, in

the autumn of 1789, they entered Auflrian Flan-

ders in great force, and in a very fhort fpace of

time overran the whole country, a few fortrefles

excepted, the Auftrians flying before them with

' the moil difgraceful precipitation.

The Emperor now once more offered, in the

molt flattering and conciliatory language, to re-

store to them their ancient Conftitution, and even

to endow them with additional privileges; but

his overtures were rejected with fcorn. The
States of Brabant auembling at BrmTels December

the 22d, 1789, in concert with the Deputies of

the other provinces, formally difclaimed allegi-

ance to the Emperor, and proceeded to the ap-

R 2 pointment
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pointment of an Adminiftration. General Vandcr-

merfch, diftinguifhed for his patriotifm and bra-

very, was nominated to the command of the

troops. M. Vander-noodt was declared Prime

Minifter, and M. Van-Eupen Secretary of State.

In the month of January 1790, the plan of a

federal Confritntion was formed by the Belgic

States—fuch was the appellation they now affiim-

ed, nearly fimilar to that of the United Provinces*

Unfortunately, however, it foon appeared that the

leaders of the revolt, either little underftanding

or little regarding the efiential rights of the peo-

ple, had merely changed the Imperial defpotifm

to an Ariftocratical tyranny. The Catholic religion

was eftablifhed in its moft intolerant form, the

power of arbitrary imprifonment was afTumed, the

liberty of the prefs difallowcd, and ^the immuni-

ties of the privileged orders confirmed and even

extended.

In the midft of thefe tran factions, and while

the Infurgents were at the height of their fuc-

ceffes, died, February 1790, the Emperor Jofcph.

He was fucceeded in his hereditary dominions by

his brother Leopold, Grand Duke of Tufcany,

and who now took upon him the ftyle and title

of King of Hungary. This prince, as the Sove-

reign of a fmall State, had acquired the reputa-

tion of moderation, and even fagacity. But in

proportion to the elevation of his fituation hrs

faults
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faults became more confpicuous, while his excel-

lences either wholly difappcared, or were hence-

forth very dimly feen.

Interesting as the tranfactions now related ap-

peared in the view of Europe, they neverthelcfs

yielded both in importance and Angularity to the

events which were at the fame time taking place

in the kingdom of France.

The appointment of the Archbifhop of Tou-

loufe as fucceffbr to M. de Calonne, proved the

fource of equal difappointment to the Court and

to the Nation. On his elevation to the pofl of

Minifter, his patriotifm feemed to vanifh ; and, by

lofing the confidence of the People, he deprived

himfelf of the power of being ferviceable to the

Monarch. The project of the Court to obtain

the fanction of the Atlembly of Notables to the

meafures in contemplation bad proved wholly

abortive ; recourfe muft now again therefore be

had to the Parliament of Paris ; and on the 1 2th

of June 1787, an edict was fent to that body for

enregiftry, impofing a heavy duty on flamps. In-

flead of a loyal and dutiful compliance, the Par-

liament demanded the communication of fuch do-

cuments as fhould enable them to judge of the

neceffity of introducing new taxes. That this

was a jutt claim, they faid, the very expreffion of

verifying the royal edicts implied.

The refufal of this demand produced a refufal

R3 °n
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on their part to enregifter the edict ; and after vio-

lent debates, and repeated efforts of the patriotic

party in Parliament, it was at length voted that a

National AiTembly would be neceilary previous to

the impolition of a new tax, and a refolution at

the fame time paiTed to fupplicate the Sovereign

to aiTemble the States General of the king-

dom.

In the Remonflrance prefented on this occafion

by Parliament to the Throne, the ftamp duty is

pronounced more dangerous than even the ex-

ploded gabelle ; and they remark, " that after five

years of peace, after an augmentation of the reve-

nue during the prefent reign of five millions iter-,

ling, it was fcarcely to have been expected that

the name of tax fhould have been pronounced

by a beneficent Sovereign, but for the purpofe of

alleviating the burdens of the people."

|

The anfwer of the King was peremptory and

haughty. Far from conceding to the withes and

prayers of the Parliament, he rofe ftill. higher in

his demands. Referring to a future day the de-

claration of his intentions refpecting the lTamp

tax, he tranfmitted to them a new edict of flu-

greater importance, for commuting the exiiting

vingtiemes into a regular and equal land-tax,

" which from the zeal and loyalty of his Parlia^

ment, his Majefty was pleafed to fay, he expected

them immediately to regifter."

The
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The Parliament, afTuming more intrepidity as

the danger became more imminent, fummoncd

the Peers of France on the following day, as was

ufual in great emergencies, to affift in their deli-

berations ; and it was voted in full aflembly, that

the Parliament perfifted in their refolution, and

renewed their {"implication to the Sovereign to

aflemble the^States General of the kingdom.

Before the fecond Addrefs could be presented,

a Royal MerTage was delivered, announcing the

.intention of the King to hold a Bed of Juftice.

The Parliament, immediately re-aflembling, came

to feveral resolutions expreffive of their determined

refinance. The Bed of Juftice was neverthelefs

held : and in defiance of the refolutions read by

the Firft Prefident, M. D'Aligre, the edicts were

forcibly enregiitered. Thefe proceedings, con-

temptuoufly defcribed as " the empty form of

collecting by the Keeper of the Seals the opinions

of the Aflembly, where no one could give a vote,"

were at the fubfequent meeting of Parliament de-

clared null and void, and expunged from their re-

cords.

This refolute oppofition of the Parliament pro-

duced a wonderful effecl: on the already highly

agitated ftate of the public mind. Such, were the

apprehenlions entertained by the Government of

the general fpirit which pervaded the mafs of the

people, that great numbers of the military were

R 4 afiembled
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affembled at Paris, and the Members of the Courts

of Jufticc were obliged to pafs to their fittings

through armed ranks of foldiers with bayonets

fixed.

The government of France plainly appeared at

this moment to be a government rcftiug merely

on the precarious bafis of military force, without

pofTeffing, as a collateral fecurity, a /ngle particle

of the eltcem, confidence, or affection, of the na-

tion. On the 15th of Auguft, 1787, Jettres ch

cachet were iflued againft the Parliament of Paris,

transferring their fittings to Troyes, in Cham-

pagne, one hundred miles from the capital. Pre-r

vious to their exile they palled an animated re-

folve, " That the French Monarchy would be re-

duced to a ilate of defpotifm, if Minifters, abufing

the authority of the King, might difpofe of men's

perfons by lettres de cachet, of their property by

beds of juflice, of caufes civil and criminal by

annullings and evocations, and fufpend the courfe

of jufiice by particular exiles or arbitrary trapfla-

tions."

All France feemed to intereft itfelf in the clif-

grace of the Parliament. The flame of opposition

and difaffeclion increafed every moment. Almoft

all the public bodies in the kingdom joined in pe-

titioning the Throne, not in an humble and fub-

millive, but in a bold and peremptory tone, for

the recall of that AiTcmbly, and the convocation

of
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of the States General. The Parliament of Gre-

noble declared " the rights of property to be

equally faered, and fecured by the fame laws, as

the right of the King to the throne ;" and the

Parliament of Befancon, in reprobating the emif-

iion of the lettres de cachet, fcrupled not to affirm

" that the Parifian Magistrates ought to have

yielded no fort of obedience to them."

In this fituation the new Minifter, wavering,

hcfitating, and trembling for his fafety, advifed

the Monarch, in his anfwer to the addrefs of the

Court of Aids, September 2, to fignify his inten-

tion for the prefent to fufpend the execution of the

obnoxious edicts; and on the 19th of that month

letters of revocation were iflued, and the Parliament

was permitted torefume its functions. The firft mea-

fure of the executive government fubfequent to

this event, a meafure highly confonant to the pre-

dominant fpirit of liberty in the nation, was the pro-

mulgation of an edict for the toleration of the Non-

Catholics, nearly fimilar to the famous edict of

Nantz, repealed in the Jait century. This popular

law was rcgiftcred by the Parliament without dif-

ficulty; but with refpedt to the financial projects

of the Government they continued as refractory

as ever. The plan now propofed by the Minifter

was that of a feries of loans, amounting in the ag-

gregate to about eighteen millions llcrling, for five

fucceflive years, at the end of which term he en-

3 gaged
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gaged the honor of the Sovereign that the States

General fhould be convoked. This offer was

treated with contempt. To promife a convoca-

tion of the States General when the deficiency of

the finances fhould be filled up, was faid to amount

to a promife to call them together when they would

no longer be wanted. The embarraffinents of the

Minifter hourly accumulated. The expedient of

a Bed of Juflice had been tried with very ill fuccefs.

It was now, therefore, refolvcd to hold a Seance

Eoyalc, in which the meafure fhould be debated in

the King's pretence, previous to the enregiftry.

as a milder and more equitable mode of proceed-

ing. Upon this occaflon M. Lamoignon, Keeper

of the Seals, by the command of his Majefty,ftated

to the Parliament^ in an eloquent and vnfiru&vve

oration, the eftabliflied and unalterable principles

of the French Monarchy. " To the King alone

belonged the fovereign power, and to God only

was he accountable for its exercife. To the King

belonged the power of convoking the States ; he

alone could judge of their utility and neceffity, and

he was the fole arbiter of the grievances and com-

plaints of his fubjecls. He ventured to affert, that

the with now generally entertained of calling to-

gether the States General had originated with

the King, whofe zeal for the public good perpe-

tually outran the defires of his people. He there-

fore rebuked the Parliament for the difrefpeetful

importunity
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importunity with which they had foKcited this

meafure; and he declared the eftablifhment of pro-

vincial afiemblies, on the plan devifed by the late

Minifter, to be fraught with more folid advantages

to the community at large."

The fitting continued feven hours. The debates

of the Parliament, notwithstanding the prefence of

the Sovereign, were conducted not only with free-

dom, but with violence and afperity. It was af-

firmed by one Member, l'Abbe Sabatier, " that the

only difference between a Bed of Juflice and a

Seance Royale was, that one had all the franknefs

of defpotifm, and the other all its hypocrify." And

M. Freteau, fpeakingof the recent accommodation

between England and France on the fubject of

Holland, faid, " it was a proceeding at which

Louis XIV. would have blufhed." At length the

King rofe and declared, " that having heard the

fentiments of the affembly, he perfifted in his opi-

nion ; he therefore directed the edict of the fuc-

ceffive loans to be immediately regiftered." On this

the Duke of Orleans, . Firft Prince of the Blood,

who afpired to the diftinction of Head of the popu-

lar party, declared to the King, " that he regarded

this meafure as illegal." The King having retired

in anger, the Duke formally recorded his diffent,

and the Parliament palled a refolution abjuring

every fort of concern in the enregiftry that had

then taken place. On the following day the Duke

of
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of Orleans and Meffis. Sabatier and Freteau were

icnt into exile—the former to his chateau in the

country, the two latter to imprifonment in diftant

parts of the kingdom ; and by exprefs command

of the King, the refolution of Parliament was

erafed from their records.

The famous remonftrance of the. Parliament on

thefe violent proceedings, prefentcd to the King

March 1788, after feveral previous ineffectual ones,

was fraught with the tmoft glowing and energetic

fentiments of liberty. They declare, " That the

laws of Nature and of the Conftitution fhall never

reproach them for preferving, in fuch a criiis, a

fbameful inactivity, or a guilty filence—Liberty is

declared by them to be an imprefcriptible right, and

Juftice an univerfal duty, anterior to the laws, and

equally obligatory on the Monarch and the Sub-

ject. The practice of Jettres de cachet overturns

this fyftem—Juftice thereby becomes a mere illu-

iion, and Liberty an empty name. Where no pcr-

fbnal fecurity exifts, public fafety is but an imagi^

nary blifs ; and where the practice ofleUres de cachet

iiibfifts, perfonal fecurity cannot exift. Could your

JMajefty ,but interrogate thofe victims of arbitrary

power abandoned and forgotten in thofe impene*-

trable dungeons where filence and injuftice ever

dwell, you would then know to what torments is

condemned the wretch for whom the fun rifes

without hope, and the night returns without re-

pofe.
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pofe. We have authority to believe that the Duke

of Orleans and Meifrs. Sabatier and Freteau are

not guilty ; were they fo, the right ofjudging them

is referved for the Parliament, and the prerogative

of pardoning to your Majeity. Liberty is not a

privilege, but a right ; and it is the duty of all Go-

vernments to refpect that right. It is not a Prince

of the Blood, nor two Magiflratcs, that the Parlia-

ment claims now in the name of. the laws and of

reafon ; it is three French individuals

—

three

men." To this remonftrance the King, with true

monarchical apathy and pride, anfwered, u that his

Parliament muft with due refpect and filenee con-

fide in his wifdom, and that he forbade them to

have or publifh any farther deliberations on the

mbjec~t."

A project more rafh and chimerical than any hi-

therto entertained by the Minifter, was now clii-

clofed. This was no lefs than the eftablimment

of a fupreme Court by the name of the Cour Ple-

niere, confifiing of Members to be nominated by

the King, and to be vetted with the power of en-

rcgiftering the royal edicts—thus fuperfeding the

exifling Parliaments in the higheft and moll appro-

priate branch of their authority. The Parliament

of Paris, apprifed of the fatal ftroke that was medi-

tating, pubiifhed, May 7, a declaration, copies of

which were tranfmitted to all the other Parliaments,

expreflive of their determined refolution to oppofe

to
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to the utmoft this arbitrary and unconftitutional

innovation. " The fyftem of complying with the

King's abfolute will, fay this AfTembly, as expreffed

in his different anfwers, proves the Minifter's de-

ftruetive project of annihilating the principles of

the National Government, which Parliament is

bound to maintain, and from which it will never

depart."

The Court, refolving to profecutc their nefarious

defigris, ifTned orders for the arrefting MeiTrs.

D'Efpremenil and Monfambert, two celebrated

Counfeilors and patriotic Members of the Parlia-

ment ; and a party of the military furrounding at

midnight the feat ofjuftice, demanded the imme-

diate Surrender of the two magiftratcs. A mod

animated remonftrance from the Parliament was

the refult of this act of tyranny—happy had the

fentiments it contained produced their jiift effect on

the mind ofthe Monarch ! "YourParliament is con-

firmed, Sire, fay they, by every proceeding, ofthe

entire innovation which is aimed at in the fyftem

of Monarchy ; but, Sire, the French nation will

never adopt the defpotic meafures to which you are

advifed : the fundamental laws of the kingdom

must not be trampled on, and your authority

can only be efteemed fo long as it is tempered

with juftice. We befecch your Majefty not to

fuffer apparent or momentary advantages to divert

your attention^ as they may only produce unhappy

con-
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r.onfequences. Your Majefty will fooner or later

tlifcover the juftice of our representations."

A Bed of Juftice being in defiance of the warn-

ings and threatenings of Parliament held, and the

edict for the eftablifhment of the Cour Pleniere

forcibly enregiflered, the moft violent commotions

enfued throughout the kingdom, which every where

wore the appearance of hoftility and war. The

Firft Prefident of the Parliament, in the name of

that AfTembly, informed the King that the Par-

liament would acknowledge no authority which

infringed on the complete exercife of their prero-

gatives. The Parliament of Rouen pronounced

the edicts in queftion to be null and void, and all

perfons aflifting in the execution of them to be

traitors to the nation ; and for this daring act of

patriotifm httres de cachet were immediately exe-

cuted againil them. The Parliaments of Rennes,

of Grenoble, and of Metz, diftinguifhed by their

zeal in the fame caufe, were in Jike manner or-

dered into banifhment. Great bodies of the mi-

litary were in motion ; and every itep taken on the

part of the Court indicated a refolution to perfevere

in the plan of coercion, when, on the fudden, the

courage of the King and his Minifters once more

totally failed them ; and an order of Council was

publifhed, Auguft 8, fixing the convocation of the

States to the firft of May 1789, and suspending

5 during
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•during the interval the mftitution of the Cour
Pleniere.

On the 1 6th ofAuguft a fecond Arret of Council

was promulgated, avowing the inability ofthe Court

to anfwer the ordinary demands upon the Royal

Trcafury ; and directing the future payments to be

made partly in money, and partly in notes bearing

an intereil: of five per cent. This was regarded as

a direct act of bankruptcy ; and the clamor, con-

fufion andconfternation which enfued were fo great,-

that the Archbifhop of Touloufe, no longer able

to refill: the torrent, thought proper to refign his

office after an administration of little more than £

year, diftinguifhed by its inconfiftency, imbecility^

and temerity* To confole him in his difgrace, he

was tranflated to the rich Archiepifcopal See of

Sens, and decorated with the Roman purple.

The voice of France called aloud for the re-in-

flatement of M. Nccker, who was now a fecond

time placed at the head of the finances. The re-

putation of the new Minifter operated as a fort of

Charm. By the adoption of wife meafures adapted

to the prefent exigencies, the immediate embar-

raflments of Government were removed. All eyes

were now turned to the approaching convocation

of the States General, previous to which a fecond

Convention of the Notables was held (October 5,

1788) in order to determine feveral important quef-

tions
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tions that had arifen relative to the formation of

the AfTembly of the States. It appeared to be

nearly the unanimous opinion of the Notables^

that it mould be conftru6led on the model of the

laft AfTembly convened in 1614 ; and a doubt was

even fuggefted, whether any power fhort of that

of the States General deliberating in the antient

manner by the eftablifhed orders ofNobles, Clergy,

and the Tiers Etat, could fuperinduce upon it any

material alteration. The Notables were diflblved

on the 1 2th of December 1788.

The final decifion of the Court was at length

made known by a decree of Council^ dated 2,7th of

December : by which it was determined, that the

number of deputies to the enfuing States General

fhould not fall fhort of one thoufand ; that it fhould

be apportioned with all practicable accuracy to the

population and financial contributions of the dif-

ferent bailliages ; and that the reprefentation of

the Tiers Etat fhould be equal to the fum of the

reprefentations of the other two orders—a concef-

fion eagerly defired by the nation, and attended

with the moft important confequences.

At length, on the 5th of May 1789. a day ever

memorable in the annals of France, and of the

world, the AfTembly of the States General met at v

Verfailles, and the feiiion was opened by a fpeech

from the King, couched in terms of patriotic and

paternal regard, fuch as princes well know upon

Vol. IV. S occaiion
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occasion how to adopt. Although the exceffive

repugnance of the Court to the adoption of this

meafure had been molt notorious, hisMajefty con-

gratulated the Aflembly on the arrival of the day

which he had fo long panted to fee. " The public

fpirit/' faid the Monarch, " is in a ferment, but an

AfTembly of the Reprefentatives of the Nation will

certainly hearken to no other counfels than thole

founded on juftice and wifdom. Whatever may

be expected from the moil tender folieitude for the

public good, whatever can be afked from a Sove-

reign the finccreit friend of his people, you may,

you ought to hope from me." At this period, no

doubt, the Court was ready to fubmit to the necef-

iity, which it could not but recognize, of making

great and permanent conceffions for the fatisfac-

tion of the nation, and the reftoration of the public

tranquillity. But to afcribe to the Monarch the

moil difiant idea of a voluntary departure from the

antient and eflablifhed prerogatives of fovercignty,

would be the extreme of weaknefs and credulity.

The frit object of the States was the "verifica-

tion of their powers." This ceremony the Tiers

Etdt infiftedj to the aftonifhment of the fuperior

orders, could only take place in a common aflem-

bly, voting not by orders, but by poll. The ad-

miffion of this pretention involved in it no lefs

than the abfclute fubvedion of the antient Con-

futation of the States ; and it was refilled in the

ftrongeft
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ftrongeft manner by the fuperior orders, as a fla-

grant usurpation. On the other hand, the Tiers

Etat plainly perceived that the antient mode of

voting by orders would reduce them, the real

reprefentatives of the people, to whom it pecu-

liarly appertained to eflablifh freedom in France,

to mere ciphers.

After fix weeks of inaclion, the Tiers Etat, at

the fuggeftion of the Abbe Syeyes (June 17),

took the daring and decifive ftep of declaring it-

felf the Legiflative Body, by the appellation of the

National Assembly, and proceeded to the ve-

rification of their powers.

On the 19th of June, the Chamber of the

Clergy pafTed a refolution, importing their ac-

quiefcence in this dccilion. Alarmed in the high-

eft decree at the Situation of affairs, the Monarch

held on the 23d a Royal Seffion, in which he pro-

pofed a plan of government, liable indeed to many

objections, but containing the great outlines of a

free Confutation. Agreeably to this plan, the

diftinclion of orders was preferved, allowing them

ncverthelefs to debate in common on emergent oc-

cafions, with the Royal approbation. In fine, the

King declared, in virtue of his Royal authority,

the proceedings of the 17th null and void—and

ordered the Deputies immediately to feparatc.

This was the decifive moment. An unreferved

obedience to the order of the King would have

S z rendered
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rendered them contemptible in their own eyes, and

in thofe of the Nation, which had received with

unbounded acclamation the refolution reprobated

by the Monarch. The queftion to be determined

was, whether they would be fatisfied to accept

from the Royal benignity the imperfect and pre-

carious boon now offered ? or whether, at the immi-

nent rifque of their lives and fortunes, they would

make one grand effort to eflablifh a conftitution

founded on the eternal and immutable principles

of equal and perfect freedom ? Impelled by a glo-

rious and refiftlefs enthufiafm, they hefitated not

for a moment which of thefe alternatives to em-

brace. When the King retired, he was followed by

all the Nobles and a part of the Clergy : the Com-

mons alone remained motionlefs on the benches.

The Marquis de Breze, Grand Mafter of the Ce-

remonies, addrefiing himfelf to the Prefident, M.

Bailli, faid, " Sir, you know the orders of the

King :"—to which the Prefident with Roman dig-

nity replied, " The people of France in their col-

leclive capacity have no orders to receive." And

M. Mirabeau, a Member highly diftinguifhed in

the fcquel by his talents and eloquence in the Af-

fembly, ftarting up, added, " Go tell your matter,

that we are here by the power of the people, and

that nothing fhall expel us but the bayonet."

On their next meeting, the Aflembly were joined

by the majority of the Clergy, and forty-nine mem-

bers
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bers of the Nobility, with the Duke of Orleans at

their head ; and on the 27th, at the exprefs

inftance of the King, agreeably to his character-

iftic inconftancy, by the remaining members of the

fuperior orders ; though the Duke of Luxemburgh

predicted, as it is faid, to the Monarch, " that from

the day the States mould vote by numbers only,

from that moment he was at their mercy."

The afTent of the King was however falls and

hollow. An army of 35,000 men, collected from

various parts, were ftationed under the command

of Marfhal Broglio in the vicinity of Verfailles and

Paris. Camps were marked out for a full greater

force, and lines of fortification drawn. A moft

fpirited remonflrance was prefented to the King

by the AfTembly, requeuing, or rather infifling

upon the removal of the troops. This was peremp-

torily refufed ; but his Majefty declared his wil-

lingnefs to indulge the AfTembly by a removal of

their fittings to Soiflbns, a fituation far more com*

modious for the purpofes of the Court.

On the nth of July M. Necker was fuddenly

difmifTed, and ordered to depart the kingdom in

twenty-four hours ; and with him his friend M.
Montmorin, Minifter for Foreign Affairs. In the

difgrace of M. Necker the AfTembly faw their own
ruin determined : and they pafTed a refolve, that

the late Minifters carried with them the confidence

and regret of the Nation. But the popular en-

S 3 thufiafm
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thufiafm having now reached its height, a mofl

aftonifhing infurrection took place at Paris on the

14th of July, in which the caftle of the Baftille

was carried by ftorm ; the foldicry refuting to obey

the orders of their officers, and many joining the

afTailants.

The Monarch, aflonifhcd and intimidated at

thefe proceedings, once more varied his policy; and,

appearing in perfon the next day in the National

AfTembly, declared " he had iflued orders for the

immediate removal of the troops." A burft ofjoy

and acclamation fucceeded ; and it was now at laft

hoped, that the Monarch, fenfible of the evil coun-

fels by which he had been deceived and milled,

would not henceforth deviate from the path of

political rectitude. M. Necker and Count Mont-

morin were immediately re-inflated in their offices.

The Count d'Artois, Marfhal Broglio, the Prince

of Conde, and other leaders of the Court Faction,

were compelled to fcek for fafcty in flight : and

on the 1 7th of July the King made his triumphal

entry into Paris.

The Aflembly now proceeded without inter-

ruption in their labors ; and in a fbort time feveral

very important decrees, containing the firfl; princi-

ples of the new Conftitution, importing the fub-

ordination of the Executive, the fupremacy of the

Legiflative, and the independency of the Judicial

Powers, were prefented for the Royal aceptance.

After
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After a delay of many weeks, and an urgent re-

application, the Royal aflent was mofl reluctantly

given, with an exprefs falvo for the antient cflen-

tial and confiitutional prerogatives of the Crown.

All the former jealoufies were now revived ; and it

was univerfally rumored and believed, that prepa-

rations were in train to facilitate the retreat of the

King to Metz in Lorraine, where the Royal ftand-

ard was to be raifed in hoflile oppofition to the

National AfTembly. Inflamed and enraged with

this dreadful apprehenfion, another popular in-

surrection, of a nature not lefs extraordinary than

the former, took place, October the 6th, in which

a nocturnal attack was made on the palace of Ver-

failles, the King and the Queen, by whofe fatal

counfels the Monarch had been chiefly guided,

made captives, and conducted to Paris, where the

palace of the Tuilleries, fecured by a ftrong military

guard, was aflignedthem for their future refidence.

The effect of this violence on the perfon of the

Sovereign was an explicit and unconditional ac-

ceptance'on his part of the Articles of the Confti-

tution, formerly prefented ; and the National Af-

fcmbly removed their fittings to Paris, where they

were henceforth deeply occupied in executing the

Herculean talk of regenerating the whole fyftem of

the national polity, laws and government.

. Amongfl the decrees which moft excited the ad-

miration or aftonifhment of the world were thofe

S 4 which
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which pronounced the annihilation of all feudal

privileges, the abolition of all diftinction of orders,

the refumption of tithes and other ecclefiafhcal and

monaftic property ; the diflblution of monadic

inftitutions ; the allotment of the kingdom into a

new territorial divifion, under the name of Depart-

ments, eighty-three in number, nearly equal in po-

pulation and extent ; finally, the extinction qf

the Provincial Parliaments, and the eftablifhment

of Departmental Aflemblies, of Courts of Juftice,

and the Trial by Jury in each Department. The

general principles on which the government of the

kingdom was modelled, were comprehended in a

Declaration of Rights, drawn up with great pre-

cifion and ability; and which may ferve as a per-

petual Charter of Liberty to mankind *.

It

* This famous declaration, which well deferves a place in

the frontifpiece of every National Code of Laws, is fubftantially

as follows

:

I. Men were born, and always continue, free and equal with

refpedr. to their rights. Civil diftinctions therefore can be found-

ed only on public utility.

II. The end of all policical aflbciations is the prefervation of

the natural and imprefcriptible Rights of Man. And thefe Rights

are Liberty, Property, Security, and Refiftance to Oppreffion.

III. The Nation is effentially the fource of all Sovereignty.

IV. Political Liberty confilts in the power of doing whatever

does not injure another.

V. The Law ought only to prohibit actions hurtful to So-

ciety.

VI. The
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It is no wonder that a Revolution fo extraordi-r

nary, and which, notwith(landing certain unhappy

concomitant

VI. The Law is an exprefiion of the will of the community-

All being equal in its fight, are equally eligible to all honors,

plages and employments, without any other diilinclion than that

Created by their talents and virtues.

VII. No man mould be accufed, arretted, or held in confine-

mentj except in cafes determined by the law, and according to

the forms which it has prefcribed.

VIII. No one ought to be puuifhedbut in virtue of a law pro-

mulgated before the offence.

IX. Every man is to be prefumed innocent till conviB'wn of

guilt.

X. No man ought to be molefted on account of his opinions,

not even his religious opinions
;
provided his avowal of them does

not difturb the public order.

XI. Every man may fpeak, write, and publifh freely—being

refponfible for the abufes of this liberty in cafes determined by

law.

XII. A public force is neceffary only to give fecurity to the

Rights of Men and Citizens.

XIII. Public contributions ought to be divided equally among

the members of the community, according to their feveral

abilities.

XIV. Every Citizen has a right, by himfelf or his reprefenta-

tive, to a free voice in determining the neceflity and appropriation

of public contributions.

XV. Every community has a right to demand of its agents an

account of their conduct.

XVI . Every community, in which the feparation of powers is

not determined, nor a fecurity of rights provided for, wants a

Conflitution.

XVII. The
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concomitant irregularities and exceffes, afford-

ed fo fair a profpect of future and permanent

happincfs, fhould excite great exultation amongil

the Friends of Liberty in England. The firft

public demonftration of this appeared on the

occafion of an anniverfary meeting of a Whig
Aflbciation in the metropolis, known by the name

of the Revolution Society, on the 5th of Novem-

ber, to celebrate the memory of that great Mo-
narch, by whofe heroic interpofition, at a crifis of

imminent danger, the laws and liberties of Great

Britain were, under the favoring aufpices of Hea-

ven, fettled on a fblid and permanent bafis. Pre-

vious to the afiemblins: of the members at the

ufual place of feftive meeting, a Sermon or Dif-

courfe on " the Love • of our Country" was

preached to fuch as chofe to hear, at a Chapel be-

longing to the DhTenters at the Old Jewry, by the

famous Dr. Price ; in which the primary principles

of government were Hated in a mode which the

fanction of a century had rendered familiar in this-

country ; and the great doctrines of Liberty incul-

cated with all that emphafis and energy which cha-

racterized the pen of that diftinguilhed and vene-

rable patriot. " The improvement of the world

XVII. The right to property being inviolable and facred, no

one ought to be deprived of it, except in cafes of evident pub-

lic neceflity legally afcertained, and upon condition of a previous

andjuil indemnity.

7 depended/*
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depended," as the preacher affirmed, " on the at-

tention given by men to this topic. Nor will man-

kind be ever as virtuous and happy as they are ca-

pable of being, till the attention to it becomes uni-

veifal and efficacious. If we forget it, we fhall be

in danger of an idolatry as grofs and ftupid as that

of the antient heathens, who, after fabricating

blocks of wood or Hone, fell down and worfhipped

them." At theconclufion of this difcourfe, in ex-

patiating on the favorablenefs of the prefent time

to all exertions in the caufe of Liberty, he broke

out into the following eloquent exclamation—
"What an eventful period is this ! I am thankful

that I have lived to it : and I could almoft fay,

Lord ! now lefteft thou thyfervant depart i?i peace,

for mine eyes have feen thyfahation. I have lived

to fee a diffufion of knowledge which has under-

mined fuperftition and error ; I have lived to fee the

rights of men better underftood than ever, and

nations panting for liberty which feemed to have

loft the idea of it. I have lived to fee thirty millions

of people indignantly and refolutely fpurning at

flavery, and demanding liberty with an irrefiilible

voice ; their King led in triumph, and an arbitrary

Monarch furrendering himfelf to his fubjecls.

—

After fharing in the benefits of one Revolution, I

have been fpared to be a witnefs to two other Revo-

lutions, both glorious ; and now methinks I fee the

ardor for liberty catching and fpreading, and a ge-

neral
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neral amendment beginning in human affairs—the

dominion of Kings changed for the dominion of

Laws, and the dominion of Priefts giving way to the

dominion of Reafon and Confcience. Be encou-

raged, all ye friends of freedom, and writers in its

defence ! The times are aufpicious. Your labors

have not been in vain. Behold kingdoms admo-

nifhed by you, ftarting from fleep, breaking their

fetters, and claiming juftice from their oppreflbrs !

Behold the light you have {truck out, after fetting

America free, reflected to France, and there kin-

dled into a blaze, that lays defpotifm in afhes, and

warms and illuminates Europe !"

ImprefTed with thefe noble and elevated fenti-

ments, the Society, whofe numbers on this occafion

far exceeded thofe of any former anniverfary, una-

nimoufly refolved, on the motion of Dr. Price, to

offer in a formal addrefs " their congratulations to

the National AfTembly, on the event of the late glo-

rious Revolution in France." This beina: tranfmit-

ted by the Chairman, Lord Stanhope, to the Duke
dc la Rochefoucault, and laid by that difHnguifhed

nobleman before the AfTembly, was received with

loud acclamations. " It belonged," faid the Duke

de la Rochefoucault in his reply, " to Dr. Price, the

Apoftle of Liberty, to propofe a mofion tending

to pay to Liberty the faireft homage—that of na-

tional prejudices." In that Addrefs is feen the

dawn of a glorious day, in which two adverfe na-

tions
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tions {hall contract an intimate union, founded on

the fimilarity of their opinions, and their common

cnthufiafm for liberty." Alfo the Archbifhop of

Aix, Prefident of the National AfTembly, tranfmit-

ted to Lord Stanhope, in a manner the moil polite

and flattering, the vote of the AfTembly, relative

to the Addrefs, ftating, " that the AfTembly was

deeply affected with this extraordinary proof of

efteem, and directing the Prefident to exprefs to

the Revolution Society, the lively fenfibility with

which the National AfTembly had received an Ad-

drefs, breathing thofe fentiments of humanity and

univerfal benevolence, that ought to unite toge-

ther in all countries of the world the true friends

of Liberty, and the happinefs of mankind."

Such was the general flate of things, when the

Parliament of Great Britain was convened at Weft-

mi nfter, January the 21ft, 1790. The King's

Speech contained nothing remarkable. It flightly

and ambiguoufly glanced on the affairs of France,

in declaring " the internal iituation of the different

parts of Europe to have been productive of events

which had engaged his Majefty's moft ferious at-

tention." But early indications appeared of the

light in which the recent tranfactions in that king-

dom were viewed by the Court. Lord Valletort,

in moving the Addrefs, took occafion to contraft

the tranquil and profperous fituation of England

with the anarchy and licentioufnefs of France,

and
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and to fligmatize the Revolution in that kingdom*

as an event the moll difaftrons, and productive of

confequences the moft fatal which had ever taken

place fince the foundation of the monarchy. This

language was highly applauded by the old prero-

gative phalanx, diftinguimcd by the appellation of

the King's Friends. But thefe fentiments unfortu-

nately were far from being confined to that inve-

terate and dangerous fa6tion.

Upon the debate which took place on February

the 9th, relative to the Army Eftimates, Mr. Burke

argued in favor of a reduction of the Peace

Eftablifhment, from that ftate of perfect: fecurity

which the nation at prefent enjoyed—profeffing

that, on a review of all Europe, he " did not find

that politically we ftood in the fmalleft degree of

danger from any one (late or kingdom it contained,

nor that any foreign powers, but our own allies,

were likely to obtain a preponderance in the fcale.

" France," faid Mr. Burke, " has hitherto been our

firft object in all considerations concerning the ba-

lance of power. But France is in a political light

to be coniidered as expunged out of the system

of Europe. Whether fhe could ever appear in

it again, as a leading power, was not eafy to de-

termines but at prefent he coniidered France as

not politically exifting ; and most assuredly it

would take much time to reftore her to her for-

mer active existence. Gcillos quoque in bellis

jlorutffe
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fonrijfe audlvimus, might poffibly be the language

of the riling generation. It was faid, as fhe had

fpeedily fallen, fhe might fpeedily rife again. He

doubted this. The fall from an height was with

an accelerated velocity ; but to lift a weight up to

that height again was dinicult, and oppofed by

the laws of phyfical and political gravitation. In a

political view, France was low indeed ; the had

loft every thing, even to her name.

-Jacet ingens littore truncus,

Avolfumq; humeris caput, et fine nomine corpus.

He was aftonifhed at it. He was alarmed at it.

He trembled at the uncertainty of all human great-

nefs. The French had-fhcwn themfelves the ablefl

architects of ruin that had hitherto appeared in

the world. In one fliort fummer they had com-

pletely pulled down to the ground their Monarchy,

their Church, their Nobility, their Law, their

Army, and their Revenue. Were we abfolute

conquerors, and France to lie proflrate at our feet,

we fhould blum to impofe upon them terms

fo deftructive to all their confequencc as a nation,

as the durance they had impofed upon them-

felves. In the laft age we were in danger of be-

ing entangled by the example of France, in the net

of a relentlefs defpotifm— a defpotmh indeed

proudly arrayed in manners, gallantry, fplendor,

magnificence, and even covered over with the im-

pofing
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pofing robes of fcience and literature. Our pro

fent danger, from the example of a people whole'

character knows no medium, is, with regard to

government, a danger from licentious violence

—

a danger of being led from admiration to imitation

of the excefles of an unprincipled, plundering, fe-

rocious, bloody, and tyrannical democracy—of a

people whofe government is anarchy, and whofe

religion is atheifm. Mr. Burke pronounced the

French nation very unwife. What they valued

themfelves upon was, in his opinion, a difgrace to

them. They had gloried, and fome people in

England had thought fit to take mare in that

glory, in making a revolution. All the horrors

and all the crimes of the anarchy which led to this

revolution, which attend its progrefs, and wnich

may eventually refult from its eftablifhment, pafs for

nothing. The French have made their way through

the deftruction of their country to a bad Conftitu-

tion, when they were abfolutely in pofTeffion of a

good one. Inftead ofredreffing grievances, and

improving the fabric of" their State, to which they

were called by their Monarch, and fent by their

country, they had rafhiy deftroyed all the balances

and counterpoifes which ferve to fix the State, and

to give k a fteady direction. Thefe they had

melted down into one incongruous ill-connected

mafs ; and, with the mod atrocious perfidy and

violation of all faith among men, laid the axe to

the
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the root of all property, and consequently of all

national profperity, by the principles they eftablifh-

cd, and the example they fet in confifcating all

the pofleffions of the Church. They had made

and recorded a fort of inftitute and digeft of anar-

chy, called " A Declaration ofthe Rights ofMan :"

thus fyflematically deftroying every hold of autho-

rity by opinion, religious or civil, on the minds of

the people. By this mad declaration they had fub-

verted the State, and brought on fuch calamities

as no country, without a long war, had ever

been known to fuffer. Mr. Burke declared that

he felt fome concern that this ftrange thing

called a Revolution in France fhould be com-

pared with the glorious event commonly called

the Revolution in England. In truth, the cir-

cumftances of our revolution, as it is called, and

that of France, arejuit the reverfe of each other

in almofl: every particular, and in the whole fpirit

of the tranfaction. What we did, was in truth

and fubftance not a revolution made, but pre-

vented. We took folid fecurities ; we fettled

doubtful queftions ; we corrected anomalies in

our law. In the ftable fundamental parts of our

Conilitution we made no revolution ; no, nor

any alteration at all. We did not impair the Mo-
narchy. The nation kept the fame ranks, the

fame fubordinations, the fame franchifes, the

fame order in the law, the revenue, and the

Vol. IV. T magiftracy

;
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magistracy ; the fame Lords, the fame Commons,

the fame Corporations, the fame Electors. The

Church was not impaired. Her cilates, her ma-

jefty, her fplendor, her orders and gradations con-

tinued the fame. She was preferved in her full

efficiency, and cleared only of that intolerance

which was her weaknefs and difgrace. Was little

done then becaufe a Revolution was not made in

the Constitution ? No—everything was done; be-

caufe- we commenced with reparation, not with

ruin. Inftead of lying in a fort of epileptic trance,

expofed to the pity or derifion of the world for her

wild, ridiculous, convulsive movements, the State

flourifhed ; Great Britain rofe above the Standard

of her former felf. All the energies of the coun-

try were awakened, and a new aera of profperity

commenced, which fall continues, not only un-

impaired, but receiving growth and improvement

under the wafting hand of time."

Mr. Fox, notwithstanding his perfonal regard

and friendship for Mr. Burke, thought it neeeiiary,

in juStice to the rectitude and dignity of his own

character, to declare " his. total dilTent from opi-

nions fo hoflile to the general principles of liberty;

and which he was grieved to hear from the lips

of a man whom he loved and revered—by whole

precepts he had been taught, by whole example

he had been animated to engage in their defence.

lie vindicated the conduct of the French army in

6 refilling
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fcfufing to act againft their fellow-citizens, from

the afperiions of Mr. Burke, who had charged

them with abetting an abominable fedition by mu-

tiny and defertion—declaring that, if he could view

a {landing military force with lefs conftitutional

jealoufy than before^ it was owing to the noble

Spirit manifefted by the French army ; who, on

becoming foldiers, had proved that they did not

forfeit their character as citizens, and would not

acl: as the mere inftruments of a defpot. The

fcenes of bloodfhed and cruelty that had been

acted in France, 'no man, faid Mr. Fox, could

hear of without lamenting. But when the griev-

ous tyranny that the people had fo long groaned

under was confidered, the excefles they had com-

mitted in their efforts to (hake off the yoke could

not excite our aftonifhment fo much as our re-

gret. And as to the con traft which Mr. Burke

had exhibited, refpecting the mode in which the

two Revolutions in England and France were

conducted, it muft be remembered, that the fitua-

tion of the two kingdoms was totally different.

In France, a free Conftitution was to be created.

In England, it wanted only to be fecured. If the

fabric of government in England fuffered lefs al-

teration, it was becaufe it required lefs alteration.

If a general deftruction of the antient Conftitu-

tion had taken place in France, it was becaufe

the whole fyftem was radically hoftile to liberty,

T % and
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and that every part of it breathed the direful fpirit

of defpotifm."

Mr. Sheridan, with ftill lefs referve and atten-

tion to perfonal refpecl, reprobated the political

fentiments which had been that night advanced

by Mr. Burke. " The people of France/' faid

Mr. Sheridan, " it is true, have committed acts of

barbarity and bloodfhed which have juftly excited

indignation and abhorrence. That dctcftation and

abhorrence however are ftill more juftly due to

the government of France prior to the Revolu-

tion ; the tyranny and oppreffion of which had

deprived the people of the rights of men and of

citizens, and driven them to that degree of de-

fperation which could alone have incited thofe un-

exampled acts of cruelty and revenge which had

been praclifed in the firft agitation and violence

of the effort to regain their freedom. Could it

be expected, that men in their lituation fhould be

capable of acting with the fame moderation and

the fame attention to humanity and fenfibility as

chara&erifed freemen ? Were the mad outrages of

a mob an adequate ground for branding the Na-

tional Aflembly with the fligma of being a bloody,

ferocious, and tyrannical democracy ? It was a

libel on that illuftrious body thus to defcribe them.

A better Conftitution than that which actually ex-

ited, it is allowed that France had a right to ex-

pect. From whom were they to receive it ? From

the
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the bounty of the Monarch at the head of this

courtiers ? or from the patriotifm of Marihal

Broglio at the head of the army ? From the faint

and feeble cries emitted from the dark dungeons

of the Baftille? or from the influence and energy

of that fpirit which had laid the Baftille in afhes ?

The people, unhappily mifguided as they doubt-

lefs were in particular inftances, had however

acted rightly in their great object. They had

placed the fupreme authority of the community

in thofe hands by whom alone it could be juftly

exercifed, and had reduced their Sovereign to the

rank which properly belonged to Kings—that of

administrator of the laws eftablifhed by the free

confent of the community." The Houfe appear-

ed, during a long and moft interefting dilcuffion,

greatly agitated by this mock and conflict of opi-

nions. But Mr. Pitt preferved a cautious and po-

litic filence as to the merits of the revolution which

had taken place ; lavifhly applauding, neverthe-

lefs, Mr. Burke for the zealous and feafonable

attachment he had difplayed to the principles of

the Britifh Conflitution.

The fpirit by which the Court was now ac-

tuated flill more evidently appeared in their con-

duel relative to the DifTenters, who had fignalized

themfelves by the exuberance of their joy at the

late events in France. Since the favorable deci-

sion of the late feffion relative to the repeal of the

T 3 Teft
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Tefl Laws, they had not ceafed their efforts by

every means in their power to increafe the number

of their friends in the Houfe ofCommons. Provin-

cial meetings were convened by them in every part

ofthe kingdom ; and refolutions, framed in terms for

the moft part harm and revolting, pafled, expreffive

pf their fentiments of the injuftice and oppreffion

under which they fuffered. And in contempla-

tion of the approaching general election, they had

even the grofs indifcretion, in many of their pub-

lic votes, to recommend a marked preference in

favor of thofe who had fhewn themfelves the

friends and advocates of equal and univerfal liber-

ty. In the Head of Mr. Beaufoy, a friend and

partifan of the Mmifter, Mr. Fox was now foli-

cited to move the Houfe a third time for the re-*

peal of the Ac~ts in queftion ; to which he gave a

ready and generous aflent. By appearing to con-

sider the repeal of the Tefl Laws as a matter of

great magnitude and importance, the Nation at

large, which had originally regarded the qiieftion

with indifference, were led to believe it to be a mat-

ter of high and ferious import. Counter-meetings

ofthe Friends of the Church were called, in which

the repeal of the Tefl w*as deprecated as fatal to

its fecurity. The Clergy revived with incredible

fuccefs the obfolete and fenfelefs clamor, that the

Church was in danger. All pofiible encou-

ragement was given to thefe artifices of faction and
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efforts of bigotry by the Court ; fo that when the

period arrived at which the defined motion was

to be made, the DiflenterS were aftonifhed to

find the Government, the Church, and the Na-

tion combined in paffionate oppolition to a claim

which to them appeared founded on the clearer!

principles of reafon, policy, and juftice.

On the 2d of March Mr. Fox brought for-

ward his motion of repeal, which, unmindful of its

prefent extreme unpopularity, and fixing his atten-

tion only on the efiential and immutable rec-

titude of the meafure, he fupported with a won-

derful difplay of ability. He faid, that it was to

him a matter of triumph, that the very people who

had imputed to him defigns hoftile to liberty

and fubverfive of the Constitution, had requeitcd

him to plead their caufe on that day. This was

at once a refutation and reparation of the wrong
they had done him. He faid, he was himfelf a

member of the Eitablifhed Church, and thought an

eftablifhment, if not neceflary, at leaft ufeful and

advifable. And fhould - any attempts be made

to invade the juft rights of the Church, fhe

fhould find him as ready to ftand forward the

champion of thofe rights, as he was this day to

plead thofe of the Diffenters ; and he hoped the

time would come, when the Church would fee

his conduct in its true light, and acquit him of

any defign upon her fplendor, influence, or great-

T 4 nefs.
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nels. Perfecution, faid Mr. Fox, is a bond of*

union. Remove the barriers which feparate the

DifTenters from the community of citizens, and

in their collective capacity they would be no lon-

ger known. Men unite to refi ft oppreffion : but

ceafe to opprefs, and the union is diflblved. Con-

tinue it, and you render the union ftill more com-

pact and firm, till refinance, at firft perhaps weak,

gradually becomes formidable, and finally fuccefs-

ful. And experience fhews, that when oppref-

fion has been carried to certain lengths, men

think that the only way to deftroy the oppref-

fion is to deftroy the opprefibr. Such is the

tendency and fuch the termination of this

wretched fyftem of policy. For any Government

to extend its jiirifdiction over the opinions of in-

dividuals, faid this magnanimous ftatefman, is

at once abfurd and tyrannical. It is abfurd, for

opinions mult and ought to be free. They are

not the proper objects of human authority, and

they may in fact be perfectly innocent and harm-

less, when in a mere fpeculative view they perhaps

appear fraught with mifchief and danger. It is

tyrannical, for it would furnifh a pretext for every

fpeciesof oppreffion and perfecution. It is not to

control opinions, but actions, that government is

inftituted. And then only has the State a right

to interfere, when by any overt act a man has of-

fended againft any known law. Then, and then

only,
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only, is punifhment juftly inflicted, when a man

by his conduct has proved himfelf criminal ; and

not when it is inferred, and perhaps mofl unjuftly

inferred, from his opinions, that he may poffibly

become fo. Such, faid Mr. Fox, is the abfurdity of

the laws in queftion, that the Legiflature has for

many fucceffive years regularly palled an Act for

indemnifying thofe who prefume to ferve their

country at their own peril. To this miferable ex-

pedient are men driven, rather than repeal a law

which they themfelves blufh to execute."

Mr. Pitt, who had done himfelf honor by the

temper and moderation with which he had oppofed

the former applications, now indulged fome expref-

fions ofafperity. " Neither the merits nor demerits

of individuals ought, he faid, to have any influence

in the difcuffion of the prefent queftion : yet was

the conduct of the DifTenters liable to juft repre-

henfion, who, at the very moment they were repro-

bating the Teft Laws, difcovered an intention of

forming affociations through the country for the

purpofe of impofing a Teft upon the Members of

that Houfe, and judging of their fitncfs for dif-

charging their parliamentary duty from their votes

upon this fmgle queftion. He was far from wifhing

to throw any ftigma upon the DifTenters ; but he

affirmed it to be extremely probable, that

they might exercife the power they demanded for

the fubvcrfion of the prefent Eflablifhment. The

important
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important queftion at hTue, he aflerted, plainly

was, whether the Houfe ought to relinquifh at

once thofe acts which had been adopted by the

wifdom ofour anceftors to ferve as a bulwark to the

Church, whofe conftitution was To intimately con-

nected with that of the State, that the fafety of the

one muft be always affected by any danger that

threatened the other. To toleration the DhTenters

were undoubtedly entitled. They had a right to

enjoy their liberty and their property, to entertain

their own fpeculative opinions, and to educate their

offspring in fuch religious fentiments as themfelves

approved. But the indifpenfable neceffity of a per-

manent Church Eftablifhment for the good of the

State, required that toleration mould not be ex-

tended to equality ; if it were, there would be

an end for ever to the wife policy of prevention,

and a door would be opened to the abfolute ruin of

the Conftitution."

Mr. Burke feconded the Minifter in a fpeech of

far more virulence, and in prefent circumftances

therefore of far more efficacy. He exprefTed his

" utter contempt ofall abftracl principles of natural

right ; thefe, he faid, were annihilated by fociety,

which fecured the poffeffion ofevery comfort which

thofe proud and boaftful rights impotently held

out, but could not beftow. He afionifhed and

alarmed the Houfe with reading feveral paflages

from the writings ofDiflenting Divines on the fub-

je&
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jcctof Ecclefiaftical Eftablifhments, exprefled with

the ufual acrimony and violence of theological

polemics. From thefe teflimonies Mr. Burke in-

ferred the inveterate enmity of the DifTenters to

the Church ; and he adjured the Houfe tofuffer

the fatal incidents which had taken place in France,

and the fudden ruin of the Galiican Church, to

awaken their zeal for the prefervation of our

prefent happy and excellent Eftablifhment." On
the divilion the numbers were, ayes 105, noes

294; fo that the majority againft the repeal

had increafed fince the laft feilion fro'm 2,0 to

189 voices.

In confequence of the unhappy manner in which

this queftion was treated, the fpirit of religious bi-

gotry, prejudice, and animofitywas revived through-

out the kingdom in an extraordinary degree. The
grand fabric of policy which it had been the labor

of a century to rear, and the glory of the Houfe of

Hanover for two fucceffive reigns to cherifh, was

now in a moment ofrafhnefs and refentment de-

molifhed and overthrown. The DifTenters on their

part can by no means be acquitted ofblame. Con-

fidering thegreat plaufibility which may be given by

eloquent and artful men to principles the moft ab-

furd and erroneous, it is no wonderthat many highly

refpeclable perfons, far removed from contempt as

tp knowledge and understanding, fhould regard

the
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the repeal of the Teft Laws as attended with a

degree of rifque and danger *. Till the passions

of the public were awakened, it is however ex-

tremely evident that the arguments of the Dif-

fenters, and of their advocates, both in and out of

Parliament, made a fenfible impreffion in their

favor ; but when they proceeded to a rude and ar-

rogant mode of urging their claim, the voice of

reafon was loft in the fubfequent conflict. Had

the Diflenters conducted themfclves with the re-

fpect and deference due to the Government of a

country even when in error, it is by nomeans im-

probable that at a future period the Court might

have

* " The fufferings of men in their civil rights upon religious

accounts," fays Bifhop Hoadley in his memorable anfwer to

Bifnop Sherlock," was the inflaming consideration—and

what gave rife to thofe paflions which in the laft century pro-

duced fuch fatal effects. The contrary conduct, therefore, would

have the contrary effect. Let all hardfliips and all oppreffions

ceafe. Let there be no civil punifhment, or civil fufFering, or

civil inconvenience, call it as you pleafe, on account of what is

the dictate of men's private confeience, unlefs it immediately

affect the Civil Government. If the former method has been

tried, and has been feen to blow up difaffection into violence,

then the true cure for thefe evils is to prevent them by acting a

contrary part, and trying that which never yet has had in any

part of the world fo fatal effects. To go on in the old way of

continuing grievances and burdens, is only to pave the way to the

fame evils whenever time and opportunity fhall offer ; and this as

certainly as that the fame human nature will be worked upon in

the
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have fuffered the repeal to pafs ; but by preffing

the repeal with a boldnefs and precipitancy which

allowed no lalvo for the honor of Government,

they could expect no other than a decided and acri-

monious oppofition. It is neverthelefs very re-

markable in one view, that the meafurein queition

fhould be oppofed with fuch pertinacity by the

Executive Government, fince the very objecl: of

the repeal was merely to remove a reftraint upon

the exercife of its prerogative. And if the objecl:

of thefe fucceffive applications had been attained

in its utmoft extent, it would ftill have depended

upon the pleafure of the Crown, whether a tingle

the fame manner by the fame methods; or as certainly as that

the fame caufes, all things concurring, will ever produce the

fame effects. Thofe evils were begun by partiality and oppref-

fion, and therefore the true lafting effectual remedy would be for

Government to abolifh all partiality as to civil rights, and all

hardfhip wherever there is equal affection to the Civil Govern-

ment, properly fo called. Admitting, for argument fake, the dif-

affection of the Diffenters to the Government at former periods,

if that difaffection to the Civil Conftitution, teftified by former

actions, were a juft ground for making fuch exclufive acts, then

certainly the trueft affection to the prefent Civil Conftitution,

teftified through a long feries of years, and in times the molt cri-

tical and dangerous, is the jufteft reafon in the world for putting

an end to thefe acts." Such were the noble fentiments, and

fuch the generous and enlightened policy with which the Dif-

fenters were not only uniformly treated, but publicly defended,

by thofe men in whom the Houfe of Brunfwic once placed their

truft and confidence.

5
Diflenter
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Diffenter fhotild have been employed in any office

for which a compliance with the Teft was previoufly

neceilary. The conduct of the DhTenters, too ea-

gerly folieitous to remove a ftigma which they wer£

confcious they did not deferve, muft indeed be ac-

knowledged umvife and indefeniible. But when

was wifdom fuppofed the characteriftic of a promif-

cuous and countlefs multitude ? The conduct of

Government was alio at lead equally unwife. But.

from the Government of a great nation we have

a right to expect wifdom ; and from the palpable

want of it during the prefent reign, evils and mif-

chiefs beyond all power of calculation have re-

fulced. After the fatal experience of thirty years,

that rnoft important of all political truths remained

to be difcovered—that mankind are with infinitely

more eafe and efficacy to be governed by mildnefs

than Severity.

Shortly after the dccifion of the Houfe upon this

bufinefs, Mr. Flood, fo long celebrated as a patriot

and orator in the Irifh Houfe ofCommons, and who

had fat lome years almoft undiftinguifhed in the

Britifh Parliament, brought forward a plan of Par-

liamentary Reform, in conformity to which an ad-

ditional number of Reprefentatives, to the amount

ofone hundred, was to be admitted into the Legif-

iative Body, in a proportional ratio to the popula-

tion of each county, by the election of the rcfident

houfehoklers only. This was a bold and happy

effort
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effort at reform ; and it was fupported by the mover

in a very able and eloquent fpeech, in which, ad- .

verting to the prefent Hate of things in France, he

declared " that it was the want of timely and tem-

perate reforms that had made a revolution neceffary

in that country. Thofc who oppofed fuch reforms

might be enemies to revolution in their hearts,

but they were friends to it by their folly."

This motion was vehemently oppofed by Mr.

Windham, Member for Norwich, the obfequious

and devoted admirer of Mr. Burke, who adopted

in their full extent all his eccentricities and devia-

tions from the rule of right, but who followed him

in his fuperior lines of character, his genius, and

his eloquence, with very unequal fteps. " At the

clofe of the American war, Mr. Windham faid, a

deluge of opinions had been let loofe, a clamor

had been raifed, and a parliamentary reform de-

manded—as a remedy for the evils we felt from it.

Happily thofe wild notions had long lince fubfided;

the danger, however, was now breaking out afrefh ;

and were he otherwife a friend to the propofition,

he fhould have objected to it on account of the

time at which it was introduced. Where was the

man who would be mad enough to advife them

to repair their houfe in the hurricane feafon ?"

Mr. Pitt entirely coincided in thefe reafonings

of Mr. Windham, and declared, " that were the

motion before them the precife propofition he him-

felf
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felf had formerly offered, he fhould now vote againft

it from a conviction of its actual impropriety. But

at a more feafonable opportunity he would most

certainly again fubmit his ideas upon the fub-

ject to the confideration of the Houle."

Mr. Fox declared, " that he faw no reafon why

we mould be flrttek with a panic on account of

the fituation of affairs in France; and in allulion

to Mr. Windham's metaphorical argument, he af-

firmed, that no feafon could be more proper to

begin a repair than when a hurricane was near and

ready to burft forth." Mr. Flood perceiving the

general fentiments of the Houle, even of thofe

Members who had formerly favored the idea of

Parliamentary Reform, to be adverfe to the mo-

tion, at length ailented to withdraw his proportion.

The bulinefs relative to the abolition of the

Slave Trade went on flowly and heavily. Every

artifice of procraftination was ufed on the part of

the Slave-merchants and Planters, and the whole

feffion pafled over in the hearing of evidence, and

examination of witnefTes.

The trial of Mr. HafTings alfo proceeded with

almoil equal languor. On the 1 6th of February

(1790) the charge refpecting prefents was re-

capitulated by Mr. Burke ; but in the entire

courfe of the feflion the Court fat only thirteen

days. The enthufiafm of thofe who wifhed and

expected to have feen a great public delinquent

brought
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brought to fpeedy and exemplary juftice, was fail

changing to companion for the man who feemed

deftined to live a life of impeachment, and to have

become the object of a relentlefs perfecution. The

evidence on three articles only of the general charge

out of twenty, was as yet clofed on the part of

the Commons, after which Mr. Haftirigs was to

enter upon his defence, and the Commons were to

reply; fo that in all probability the judges and the

witnefles, the accufers and the accufed, would be all

fwept away by the hand of Time before the trial

could arrive at its legal termination. The common

fenfe of mankind revolted at this procedure. It

appeared manifeft to all, that this was not the mode

in which human affairs could or ought to be con-

ducted. The real merits of the caufe were loft in

the immenfity of the detail. It was not to be ex-

pected or imagined that the public at large could

pretend to form any judgment refpecting it. This

only without hefitation they inferred, that if Mr.

Haftings was fo criminal as he was reprefented, a

fhort and fimple ftatement of facts would fuffice

to prove his guilt. But Wcftminfter Hall was

converted into a Lyceum, a School ofEloquence,

and all was feen confufed and magnified through

the mi ft of rhetorical declamation.

The Houfe of Commons had indeed originally

propofed, that the Lords fliould decide feparately

upon each article, which might doubtlefs have

Vol. IV. U tended
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tended confiderably to fhorten the proceedings

;

but this their Lordihips refufed, as an unfair and

partial mode of determining upon the merits of fo

complicated a cafe, and in which many of the

articles of impeachment were fo intimately con-

nected. Towards the clofe of the feffion, a refo-

lution pafled the Houfe of Commons, on the

motion of Mr. Burke, " That the Houfe do au-

thorize the Managers to inlift only upon fuch and

fo many of the charges as may appear to them

conducive to the obtaining fpeedy and effectual

jufticc ;" and Major Scott was, by the order of the

Houfe, reprimanded by the Speaker in his place,

for afcribing, in a certain libellous publication, the

procraftination of the trial to the fyflematical ar-

tifices of the Managers.

On the 31ft of March, 1790, Mr. Dundas

brought forward his annual ftatement of the debts

and revenues of the Eaft India Company, as re-

quired by the Regulation Act. He reprefented,

according to annual cuftOm, their fituation as in

the higheft degree profperous and flourifhing

;

and what is very remarkable, he did not conclude

his eulogium of the prefent year, with afking a

loan to cnable-them to avoid the horrors of infol-

veney. Through the wife and equitable adminiftra-

tion of Lord Cornwallis, the revenues ofBengal had

been advanced during the laft year, without the aid

of any new impofition, from one million eight hun-

dred-
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tired thoufand pounds to two millions one hun-

dred and fifty thoufand pounds. The prcfent

Governor General, on his acceffion to his high

office, had ftated .the fituation of the provinces

as moft wretched and deplorable. In his difpatch

to the Court of Directors, dated Auguft 2, 1789^

he fays, " Independent of all other confiderationSj

it will be of the utmoft importance for promoting

the folid intercft of the Company, that the prin-

cipal landholders and traders in the inte-

rior parts of the country mould be refiored to fuch

cireumftances as to enable them to fupport their

families with decency, according to the cufHoms

of their feveral cqftes and religions. I am forry to

be obliged to fay, that agriculture and internal

commerce have for many years been gradually de-

clining ; and that at pfefent, excepting the clafs

' of fhrorTs and banians, who refide almofl entirely

in great towns, the inhabitants of thefe provinces

were advancing haflily to a general fcate of pover-

ty and wretchednefs. In this defcription I muft

include almofl every zemindar in the Company's

territories." And in his Council-minute of Sep-

tember 18, 1789, his Lordfhip writes, " I can

fafely afTert, that one third of the Company's

territory is now a jungle, inhabited by wild

beasts!"

One of the primary and mofl important meafures

of the new Governor General was, to leafe the lands

U a in



z9t K. GEORGE III.

in perpetuity at an equitable valuation to the actual

occupants; in allulion to which momentous trans-

action his Lordihip thus forcibly exprefies him-

felf to the Directors :
" The fecurity of property,

and the certainty which each individual will now

feel of being allowed to enjoy the fruits of his

labors, muft operate uniformly as incitements to

Jabor and induftry." This could not but be con-

flrued as a bitter fatire on the conduct of his pre-

deceflbr; and as amounting to a very explicit ac-

knowledgment of the mifery and oppreffion which

the inhabitants had long fuffered under his capri-

cious, haughty, and tyrannical domination.

In the month of April Mr. Pitt prefented, as

ufual, his flatement of the national revenue and

expenditure ; and it was very confolatory to the

public to be informed that the receipt of the Ex-

chequer had furpaflcd that of the year preceding

in the fum of half a million, and more fo to be

told that ftill greater acceffions might reafbnab 1

y

be hoped from the uninterrupted enjoyment of

the ineftimable blcflings of peace. It therefore

excited peculiar aftonifhment, when in about a

fortnight from this period, viz. May 5th, 1790, a

Royal Meflage was delivered by the Miniiler, an-

nouncing a Hate of things which bore the undif-

guifed and menacing afpect of war.

To elucidate this matter, it is necefTary to men-

tion that the celebrated circumnavigator Cook,

in



K. GEORGE III. 293

in his laft voyage of difcovery, touching at divers

ports on the weitern coaft: of North America, pur-

chafed from the natives a number of valuable

furs bearing a high price in the Chinefe market.

This branch of commerce proving very lucrative,

a fpot of ground was in the year 1788 procured

from the Indians, and a regular eftablifhment, de-

fended by a flight fortification, formed at a place

called Nootka Sound, fituated about the 50th

degree of latitude.

This being regarded by the Spaniards as a fla-

grant encroachment on their exclufive rights of

fovereignty, the Princefla, a Spaniih man of war

difpatched for this purpofe by the Viceroy of

Mexico, in the following fpring, feized without

ceremony upon the fort, and captured fuch Eng-

lifh velTels, the Iphigenia, Argonaut, &c. as were

found trading on the coaft. At the fame time

the Spanifh Commandant, hoifting the national

ftandard, declared that the whole line of coaft

from Cape Horn to the 60th degree of latitude

belonged to the King of Spain. After fome de-

lay, and much lofs .and vexation to the proprie-

tors, the captured veffels were reftored by order

of the Viceroy, on the fuppofition, as he declared,
< c that nothing but ignorance of the rights of

Spain could have induced the merchants in qucf-

tion to attempt an eftablifhment on that coaft."

Of thefe particulars the Court of London was

U 3 informed
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informed by the Spanifh Ambaflador fo long iince

as the ioth of February ; and his Excellency at
'

the fame time requefled " that meafures might be

taken for preventing his Britannic Majelty's fub-

je&s from frequenting thofe coafts, and from car-

rying on their fifheries in the feas contiguous to

the Spanifh continent, as derogatory to the in-

conteftable rights of the Crown of Spain." This

was the exact counterpart of the memorable af-

fair of Falkland Jflands, which had fo nearly in-

volved Europe in a war twenty years before. The

Minifter of that day, had he continued in power,

would doubtlefs have avoided finking a fecc/nd time

upon the fame rock ; but it has been obferved, not

without too much color of plaufibility, from facts

like the prefent, that although individuals gain wif-

dom by experience, nations do not.

The claims of Spain, in relation to her rights of

dominion and fo' ereignty in America,were doubtlefs

m the higheft degree chimerical, and could perhaps

be equalled in extravagance only by the claims of

Great Britain. By the treaty of 1763 the river

Miffiffippi, flowing from north to fouth in a di-

rect courfe of 1500 miles, was made the perpe-

tual boundary of the two empires ; and the whole

country to the weft of that vail river belonged

to his Catholic Majefty, by juft as valid a tenure

as the country eaftward of the river to the King

of England. Exclufive of this recent and decifive

line
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line of demarcation, by which the relative and

political rights of both nations were clearly afcer-

tained, the Spanifh Court referred to antient trea-

ties, by which the rights ofthe Crown ofSpain were

acknowledged in their full extent by Great Britain.

Charles III. King of Spain died December 1788,

and his fon Charles IV. the prefent Sovereign,

confiding in the juftice of his claims, offered with

dignified candor to fubmit the decifion of this

quefhon to any one of the Kings of Europe, leav-

ing the choice wholly to his Britannic Majefty.

" It is fufficient (fays the Spanifh Minifter, Count

Florida Blanca) for the Spanifh Monarch, that a

Crowned Head, from full information of the facts,

fhall decide as he thinks juit ; adding, that on

a late application to the Court of St. Peterfburgh,

in relation to fimilar encroachments on the part

of the Ruffians, the Emprefs had given the mofl

pofitive orders that no fettlement fliould be formed

on that line of coaft. As to the non-occupancy

of the particular fpot in queftion by the Spaniards,

the Court of Madrid juftly obferved, that fuch a

plea, if admitted, would tend, by the incongruous

intermixture of fettlements, to the utter annihila-

tion of all definite and permanent boundaries."

The reply of the Court of London to the Me-
morial of the Spanilh Ambaffador was high and

haughty. " The act of violence mentioned in

the Memorial, necefiarily fufpended any difcuffion

U 4 till
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till an adequate atonement had been made for a

proceeding fo injurious to Great Britain."

On the ftatement of thefe facts in the Royal

Meffage, the Houfe unanimoufly joined in an Ad-

drefs to the King, alluring his Majcfty of the de-

termination of his faithful Commons to afford his

Majcfty the moft zealous and affectionate fup-

port, in fuch meafures as may become requisite

for maintaining the dignity of his Majelfy's Crown,

and the eflential interefts of his dominions." A
vote of credit pafTed the Houfe for the fum of

one million ; and vigorous military and naval pre-

parations were made in both kingdoms, in the

contemplation of an immediate declaration of war.

It muft be acknowledged that the hoftile pro-

cedure of Spain had reduced the Englifh Miniftry

to a difficult dilemma. The value of the fettle

-

rncnt at Nootka, in a commercial and national

view, was beneath all calculation of infignificance

;

and it argued culpable inattention in the Britifh

MinifTers, not to have been better and earlier ap-

prifed of the extent of the real or imaginary rights

of Spain, whofe jealoufy at the flighteft infringe-

ment upon thofe rights was fufficicntly notorious.

This extreme irritability was the more pardonable,

as Spain had ever with the ilricleft honor ab-

flained from all violations of the fimilar claims anel

pretentions of other countries. A moment's re-

flection mufl have evinced, that, a Britifh fettle-

ment
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ment on the coaft of California muft be eventu-

ally productive of a lerions contention with the

Court of Madrid : and a flight degree of difcre-

tion would have fuffieed to obviate this ground

of national quarrel. But in confequence of the

rafh Hep taken by Spain, the national honor

was now at flake : and Mr. Grey, in moving for

papers relative to this tran faction, juftly obferved,

" that national honor was not, as fome reprefented

it, a virionary thing; a nation without honor was

a nation without power. In lofing this inefti-

mable attribute, it inevitably loft the genuine

fpring of its fpirit, energy and action. Every

nations therefore ought to be careful of its honor;

to be careful left by one mean fubmiffion it en-

couraged an attack upon the dignity of its cha-

racter—that beft fecurity for the prefervation of

its peace."

Thefe high and elevated fentiments, fuggeftcd

by the generous ardor of youth, Mr. Burke's

long and eventful experience feemcd to regard as

fufceptible ncverthelefs of fome modification. " He
hoped that the national honor would not be found

incompatible with the means of amicable accommo-

dation. As we never ought to go to war for a

profitable wrong, fo we ought never to go to war

for an unprofitable right. He therefore trufted

that the intended armament would be confidered

not
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not as a meafure calculated to terminate the war

happily, but to carry on the negotiation vigor-

ously. He wifhed the war might be avoided. He
had feen three wars, and we were gainers by none

of them. Our ability and refources were doubt-

lefs great; but then did a country prove its mag-

nanimity moft clearlv, when the manifefled her mo-

deration to be proportionate to her power. What

indeed had we to contend for ? If all the diftant

territories of Spain were thrown into the fcale of

England, we mould, like Spain, be only the weaker

for our acquifitions."

On the ioth of June, 1790, the King terminat-

ed the feffion, and in his fpeech fignified the pro-

bability of a fpeedy diflblution of the prefent Par-

liament ; alluring them in handfome terms of

<l the deep and grateful fenfe which he entertain-

ed of that affectionate and unfhaken loyalty, that

uniform and zealous regard for the true principles

of the Conftitution, that unremitted attention to

the public happinefs and profperity, which had in-

variably directed all their proceedings ;" and on

the day following the Parliament was diflblved by

proclamation.

Confcious of her inability to contend alone with

the power of England, Spain had in an early ftage

of the negotiation applied to the Court of France,

to know how far fhe could depend, in prefent cir-

cumftances,
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cumftanccs, upon the fulfilment of the conditions

of the Family Compact in cafe of a rupture with

Great Britain.

From the period of the King's compulflve re-

moval to Paris, no fymptoms of oppofition to the

will of the nation had appeared ; and by feem-

ing cheerfully to acquiefce in the fucceffive de-

crees of the AfTembly, he had in fome meafure

recovered what of all things is mofl difficult to re-

gain

—

lost confidence. " Let us," faid the

Monarch, in a fpeech delivered on a folemn oc-

cation to the AfTembly (February 1790), "give

ourfelves up with good faith to the hopes that

we ought to conceive. Continue your labors. Let

it be known that your Monarch applauds them.

I mould have many lofTes to recount, but I find

my happinefs in that of the nation. From the

bottom of my heart do I exprefs this fentiment.

I will maintain the Conftitution with my whole

power. May this day, in which your Monarch

comes to re-unite himfelf to you, effect in like

manner the re-union of all
!"

In the plan of the new Conftitution, though

much was detracted from the prerogative of the

Monarch, much was retained : and the authority

of the King of France was ftill amply fufficient

for the real purpofes of government. He was ac-

knowledged as the fole depositary of the executive

power—as the fupreme head of the general admi-

1 niftration



3oo K. GEORGE IH.

niftration of the kingdom. In virtue of his fanc-

tion, the acls of the Legiflative Body acquired the

force of law. He was conftituted not the no-

minal merely, but efficient Chief of the army

and of the navy. The external fafety of the

State, and the confervation of its rights and pri-

vileges in relation to foreign powers, were confided

to him. He difpofed at his pleafure of the great

offices of State. He appointed, recalled, and re-

ceived AmbafTadors, and he was the grand me-

dium of intcrcourfe with forcigu nations. He
was addreffed by the auguft titles of Sire and

Majesty ; and to maintain the dignity and fplen-

dor of the Crown, he had a Civil Lift revenue of

one million two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds

per annum. Where then, after all the fenfelefs

clamors of the enemies of this Revolution, was as

yet the mighty injury the Monarch had fuftained ?

That the Constitution itfelf, like all other human

things, was not free from imperfection, may with-

out difficulty be admitted ; but the fubfequcnt

misfortunes of France originated from caufes

which bore no analogy to thofe defecls. They

were owing not to the Conftitution, whether welt

or ill conftrucled, but to the opposition made to its

efi blifhment.

The Count de Montmorin having laid, by order

of the King, the Memorial of the Spanifh Court

before the Aflembly, this gave rife to a very inter-.

7 effing
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efting Report from the Diplomatic Committee,

preferred to the Aflcmbly by the Count de Mi-

rabeau. With fome hefitation, and many high

compliments to the Englitli nation, the Report

comes at length to the conclusion, " that it would

not be juil or honorable to annul the folemn en-

gagements fubfifting between Spain and France,

at an inftant when Spain is threatened with the

fame dangers which fhe had repeatedly warded

off from them." An ardent wifb for the eftablifh-

ment of permanent peace and cordial amity with

England is notwithftanding the predominant fen-

timent in this celebrated Report. " Perhaps, fay

they, the moment is approaching when liberty,

triumphant in both hemifpheres, fhall accomplim

the wifh of philofophy, by delivering the human

fpecies from the neceffity of war. What is it but

an infidious fyftefh of politics that has hitherto

reprefented as, our rival a nation whole fteps we

have followed, whofe brilliant example has been

a light to direct us in the attainment of our liber-

ties, and with whom fo many new motives lead us

to cultivate a good underflanding ?"

Notwithftanding the vote of the National Aflcm-

bly for an immediate augmentation of the naval

force, the Court of Madrid plainly faw the reluc-

tance of the French nation to engage in a war

with England ; and, yielding to neceffity, complied

firft with the harm demand of previous reflitution

and
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and indemnification ; and at length, on the 2d of

October (1790) a Convention was figned at the

Efcurial, by which every point in difpute was con-

ceded by Spain. The fettlement at Nootka was

reftored ; the free navigation and right of fifhery

in the Southern Pacific were confirmed to Britain ;

a full liberty of trade was granted to all the north-

weft coafts of America, beyond the mod northerly

of the Spanifh fettlements, unaccompanied, how-

ever, by any formal renunciation of their right of

fovereignty. And the two powers were, on the

other hand, equally reftrained from attempting

any fettlement nearer to Cape Horn than the mofl

foutherly of the fettlements actually formed by

Spain. A very wife article was inferted likewife

in this treaty : That in all future cafes of complaint,

or fuppofed infraction of the prefent Convention,

no act of violence fhall be committed, but an

exact report fhall be made of the affair to the

refpective Courts, who will terminate fuch dif-

ference amicably.

Thus ended a difpute frivolous in its origin, but

which feemed in its progrefs to threaten very feri-

ous confcquences, and which coft Great Britain

the fum of three millions in warlike preparations;

though this expence might have been, with great

advantage to the general interefts of mankind,

avoided, by fubmitting the whole of the difpute,

in the mode propofed by Spain, to amicable arbi^

tration.
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tration. And To infignificant was the object in

conteft, that no one either in or out of Parliament

has, fo far as appears, thought it worth while to

enquire whether reftoration has really been made

in the mode preferibed by the treaty or not.

The Anniversary of the Revolution in

France, which was dated from the fall of the

Baftille (July 14), was celebrated throughout the

country, and more efpecially at Paris, with great

magnificence. The King affifted in perfon, and

took a folemn oath to maintain the Constitution.

The National Affembly and the armed Citizens

repeated it amidft the acclamations of innumerable

fpeclators ; and the whole kingdom, with one

voice, and almoft at the fame moment, fwore to

live free or die. In the genuine fpirit of antient

Greece, was raifed on the lite of the Baflille a

fupcrb column facred to Liberty : and in the Gre-

cian fpirit of citizenfhip and equality, a Decree of

the Affembly had recently paffed, abolifhing all

artificial diltinctions of rank—all the Gothic infti-

tutions of Chivalry and Knighthood, ribbands,

crofTes, armorial bearings, and hereditary titles

of honor *.

In

* After the reduction of the citadel of Syracufeby Timoleon,-

that great man did not, as we are told, fpare the place on ac-

count of its beauty and magnificence : but, on the contrary, he

invited the Syraeufans by public proclamation to join in the'

deitrucuon
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In England alfo the French Revolution \vn$

commemorated in the metropolis, and various

other parts, with great feftivity and the moft cor-

dial gratulation ; the characteriltic gcncrofity of

the people of England difplaying itfelf upon

this oecafion in a manner very confpicuous and

pleating.

Soon after this tranfadHon, Mr. Burke, who had

in the laft feffion uttered fo furious an invective

againft the French Revolution in the Houfe of

Commons, ftill more tranfported with rage and

rancor at the high degree of profperity it had now

attained, publifhed a book entitled u Reflections

on the French Revolution," written with a force

deilrucvfcion of that bulwark of defpotifm : and, the building

being levelled with the ground, he erected a Common Halu

there for the feat of judicature, at once to gratify the citizens

and to fhew that a popular government fhould be elevated on

the ruins of tyranny. When, after thus glorioufly re-eftabliming

the liberty of Sicily, an envious and factious Demagogue pre-

ferred a public accufation again!!: him in the Affembly of the

People, who could not fupprefs the emotions of their indigna-

ti . ; he immediately IHlled the tumult by declaring, " that he

had voluntarily undergone fo many labors and dangers, that the

meaneft Syracufan might have recourfe when he pleafed to the

laws:" adding, " that he could not fufficiently exprefs his gra-

titude to the Gods, in permitting him to fee all the Syracufjins

enjoy the liberty of faying what they thought fit." Let the

admirers of fuch diftinctions declare, what title could add dig-

nity to the name of Timoleon.

Of
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of eloquence and energy of declamation calculated

to produce the moft powerful effects.

The object of this elaborate treatife was twofold :

t . To expofe to the public refentment and indigna-

tion thole perfons who had in this country ma-

nifefted their approbation of the Revolution in

France; and, 1. To place that Revolution itfelf

in an odious and abominable light, as an event to

be deplored, detefted, and deprecated. And, in an

Appendix to this work, he with moft atrocious and

unexampled malignity invites and exhorts all Chrif-

tian Princes to make, what he ftyles, " a common

caufe with a juft Prince dethroned by rebels and

traitors." The deluded people of France, to be

refcued from the evils they had brought upon

themfelves, muft, as he affirmed, be subdued.

And he intimates that this war, or crufade, is to be

conducted on principles different from any former

one. " The mode of civilized war," fays hej "will

not be praclifed ; they muft look for no modified

hoftility ; all which is not battle will be mili-

tary execution." The members of the Revo-

lution Society, and the other commemorators of

the French Revolution, he inveighs againft in terms

of the moft unqualified abufe; and he charges Dr.

Price in particular with having fulminated, in his

Revolution Sermon, principles little fhortoftreafon

and rebellion. " His do&rines," fays Mr. Burke,

" affect our Ccnftitution i'n its vital parts. He
Vol. IV. X affirms
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affirms that his Majefty is almoft the only lawful

King in the wdrld, becnufe the only one who owes

his crown to the choice of his people. As to the

Kings of the world, all of whom, except one, this

Arch-pontiff of the Rights of Men, with all the

plenitude, and with more than the boldnefs, of the

papal depofing power in its meridian fervor of the

twelfth century, puts into one fweeping claufe of

ban and anathema, and proclaims ufurpers by circles

of longitude and latitude over the whole globe,

it behoves them to conlider how they admit into

their territories thefc Apoftolic Miflionarics, who

are to tell their fubjects they are not lawful Kings,

Nothing can be more untrue, than that the crown

of this realm is held by his Majefty by the choice

of the people. Whilft the legal conditions of the

compact of sovereignty are performed, he

holds, his crown, as Mr. Burke virtually affirms, in

contempt of their choice* i i. e. according to

this novel and extraordinary mode of reafoning,

in conforming his conduct, to the conditions of the

national choice, he reigns in actual contempt of

their choice. Dr. Price having afierted the ab-

flract right of the People, as exemplified at the

* The words of Mr. Burke are literally " the choice of the

Revolution Society." But if his Majefty reigns in contempt of

the choice of one part of the people, he reigns doubtlefs, by &

parity of reafon, in contempt of-every part.

Revolution,
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Revolution, to depofe their Governors for mifcon-

duct, and frame a Government for themfelves ;

Mr. Burke fays, " the people of England utterly

difclaim it ; they will refift the practical aflertion of

it with their lives and fortunes." But how the

people can, in any given or poffible circumftances,

rejijl their own acl, is a paradox which Mr. Burke

attempts not to folve. Certain it is that Dr. Price

advanced, in this famous difcourfe, no other prin-

ciples than thofe which Mr. Locke had urged a

hundred years before in defence of the title of

King William and the validity of the Revolution

Government. Amongft innumerable pafTages to

the fame purpofe, a tingle citation may well fuflice

in vindication of a doctrine retting on the immov-

able foundation of common fenfe. " Though in

a conftituted Commonwealth," fays that immortal

writer, " ftanding upon its own bafis, and acting-

according to its own nature, that is, acting for the

prefervation of the Community, there can be but

one Supreme Power, which is the Legislative, to

which all the reft are and muft be fubordinate
;
yet

the Legislative being only a fiduciary power,

to act for certain ends, there remains ftill in the

People a fupreme power to remove or alter the

Legislative, when they find the Legiflative act

contrary to the trufl rcpofed in them. For all power

given with truft for the attaining an end, being

limited by that end, whenever that end is manifeftly

X 2 neglected
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negle^cd or oppofed, the truft mufl neceflarily be

forfeited, and the power devolve into the hands of

thofe that gave it, who may place it anew where

they fhall think befl for their fafety and fecurity.

And thus the Community perpetually retains a

fupreme power of faving themfelves from the at-

tempts and defigns even of their Lcgiflators, when-

ever they fhall be fo foolifh or fo wicked as to lay

and carry on defigns againft the liberties and pro-

perties of the fubjeet. If they who fay this hypo-

thesis lays a foundation for rebellion, mean that it

may occafion civil wars or interline broils, to tell the

people that they arc abfolved from obedience when

illegal attempts are made upon their liberties and

properties, they may as well fay, upon the fame

ground, that honeft men may not oppofe robbers

or pirates, becaufe this may occafion diforder or

bloodfhcd. I defire it may be confidered what

kind of peace there will be in the world, which is to

be maintained only for the benefit of robbers and

oppreflbrs. Polyphemus's den gives us a perfect

pattern of fuch a peace ; fuch a government,

wherein Ulyfles and his companions had nothing

to do but quietly to fuffer themfelves to be de-

voured. Arc the people to be blamed if they have

the fenfe of rational creatures, and can think of

things no otherwtfe than as they find and feel

them ? And is it not rather their fault, who put

things in fuch a poiturc., that they would not have

them
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them thought as they are ? But whether the mif-

chief hath oftener begun in the people's wanton-

nefs or. in the rulers' infolence, I leave to impartial

hiflory to determine."

From the date of the fatal publication of Mr.

Burke, who feemed ambitious to fignalize himfelf

by fctting not merely a palace or a temple, but the

world itfelf on fire, the nation was divided into two

violent and openly hoftile parties. The Tory

faction, which had hitherto fcarcely dared to whif-

per their diflike—now, under the fanclion of Mr.

Burke's authority, became bold and clamorous in

their vociferations. And the principles advanced

by Mr. Burke, ever grateful to the ear of Princes,

at once obliterated all paft offences, and placed

him in the foremoil rank of favorites and courtiers.

This extraordinary production gave rife to numbcr-

lefs replies, of which by far the moft memorable

was that written by Thomas Paine, the author of

the famous pamphlet fly led Common Sense,

which by its almoft magical effect on the minds of

the people of America, at a moft important erifis,

paved the way for the declaration of independency.

His prefent work, Rights of Man, was written

with no lefs power of intellect and force of lan-

guage; and made a correfpondent. perhaps an in-

delible, impreflion upon the public mind. Not

content with pointing out and expofing with the

mofl farcafiic feverity the abfurdities and mifreprc-

X 3 Mentations
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fentations of Mr. Burke—not content with paint-

ing in juft and ftriking colors the abufes and cor-

ruptions of the exifting government, he with daring

and unhallowed hand attacked the principles of

the Constitution itfclf—dcfcribing it in terms the

mod: indecent as radically vicious and tyrannical

;

and reprobating the introduction of aristocracy or

monarchy, under whatever modifications, into any

form of government, as a flagrant ufurpation and

invafion of the unalienable rights of man. " When
we fufvey," fays this temerarious writer, " the

wretched conditions of man under the monar-

chical and hereditary fystems of government, drag-

ged from his home by one power, or driven by

another, and impoverifhed by taxes more than by

enemies, it becomes evident that thofe fyftems are

bad, and that a general revolution in the

principle and construction of governments is ne-

cessary."

This pamphlet unfortunately appearing at a

time when a large proportion of the commu-

nity, and thofe the molt zealoufly attached to li-

berty, were from caufes already fpecified in a state

of great irritation and difcontent ; and the book,

notwithstanding its abfurd and mifchicvous political

petitions, being written in a ftyle and manner which

" came home to men's bufinefs andbofoms," innu-

merable converts were made to its general fyftcm,

and infinite pains were taken to circulate it amongft

the
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the body of the people*. Political Afib<

were alio inftituted in every part of the kingdom,

profefiing

* A few detached quotations from this famous publication

may fervc as fpecimens, to gratify curiofity, of the wonder-work-

ing power with which it cannot be denied to tave been written.

" The countries of the old wdrld'have been long haraffed by the

quarrels and intrigues of their Governments. Age after age has

rolled away for no other purpofe than to behold their wretched-

nefs. Invention is continually exercifed to furnifh new pretences

for revenue and taxation. It watches profperity as its prey.

All monarchical governments are military. War is their trade,

and plunder their objeft—wearied with human butchery, they

fit down to reft, and call it peace.—If we would delineate human

nature with a bafenefs of heart and hypocrify of countenance that

reflection would fhudder at, and humanity difown, it is Kings,

Courts, and Cabinets, that muft fit for the portrait. War is the

pharo-table of Governments", and Nations the dupes of the game.

—Government on the old fyftem is an aiTumption of power for

the aggrandizement of itfelf—on the new, a delegation of power

for the common benefit of fociety. Monarchy is the mafter-

fraud which fhelters all others. By admitting a participation of

the fpoil, it makes itfelf friends; and when it ceafes to do this, it

will ceafe to be the idol of courtiers. There is a morning ofo
reafon rifing upon man on the fubjeel; of government, that has nor

appeared before. The trade of Courts is beginning to be under-

stood ; and the affe&ation of myftery, with all the artificial foiv

eery by which they impofed upon mankind, is on the decline. It

has received its death-wound; and though it may linger, it will

expire. No queftion has arifen within the records of hiftory that

preffes with the importance of the prefent. It is not whether

this or that party fhall be in or out, or Whig or Tory, or High

or Low Church fhall prevail ; but whether man fhall inherit his

lights, and univerfal civilization fhall take place.—When it (halt

X4 be.
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profefling to have in view the Reform of the Con-r

ititution, but which with too much reafon were fuf-

pected really to aim at its fubverfion. Such were

the lamentable cenfequences refulting from the

rafhnefs and folly of Mr. Burke—whofe boafled

panacea operated upon the body-politic as a moft

deadly poifon ; and which ferved to prove that

learning, parts, and eloquence may fubfift in the

higheft perfection, without being accompanied with

a tingle particle of wifdom.

The new Parliament aftcmbled on the 25th of

November, 1790. In his opening fpcech, the

Ki;jg fignified " his fatisfaction that the differences

with Spain were brought to an amicable termina-

tion. He obferved, that fince the laft Seffion of

Parliament a foundation had been laid for a paci-

fication between Auftria and the Porte—that a fe-

parate peace had actually taken place between

Ruffia and Sweden ; but that the war between

Pvuffia and the Porte Hill continued. The princi-

ples on which I have hitherto acted," faid the Mon-

arch, " will make me always defirous of employ-

be faid in any country in the world, My poor are happy, neither

ignorance nor diftrefs is to be found amongft them—my gaols

are empty of prifoners, my flreets of beggars—the aged are not

in want, the taxes are not oppremve—the rational world is my

friend, becaufe I am the friend of its happinefs~when thefe

things can be faid, then may that country boafl its Conltitution

and Government.''

ing
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ing the weight and influence of this ooiantry in

contributing to the restoration of general tranquil-

lity."

The terms of the Convention with Spain were

approved and ratified in both Houfes by great majo-

rities—but not unanimoufly. For the
;

is and

documents relative to the negotiation bei par-

tially with-held, Mr. Grey moved an adjournment,

declaring " that without them it was impoffible to

know whether the late difputes were owing to the

reftlefs ambition and unjuft claims of Spain, or to

the rafhnefs, prefumption and ignorance of his Ma-

lefty's Minifters." In the Upper Houfe, the Mar-

quis of Lanfdowne exprefTed his Cf determination

not to join in a vote of approbation of the conduct

of Minifters, who had permitted a fet of unknown

adventurers to fit out fhips with fine names, and

under Portuguefe colors and papers to break

through a fyftem regarding Spanifh America,

which had been fanctioned by the policy of Eu-

rope for more than 2,00 years."

To defray the expence of the Armament, Mr.

Pitt, with the laudable refolution to fuffer no perma-

nent increafe of debt, propofed various temporary

taxes, which would difcharge the incumbrance in

four years—with the affiftance of five hundred

thonfand pounds, which he had it in contemplation

to take from the unclaimed dividends lying in the

J3ank of England,, the amount of \vhich he efti-

mated
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mated at fix hundred and fixty thoufand pounds.

This latter proportion excited £ -juft alarm in all

the great chartered companies, and in the commer-

cial and mercantile world in general. It wasftrongly

and ably oppofed in the Houfe bv
;
Mr.

:
,Fox, Mr.

Thornton a Bank Director, and M\\ jSagtuel Whit,

bread, recently returned as Member for the Bo-

rough of Bedford—a young man of great perfonal

and mental accomplifhments, of a difpofition

open, noble, and ingenuous ; and whofe ardor of

mind, bordering on the cnthufiafm of public vir-

tue, was happily regulated by an excellent under-

flanding and correct judgment. It was urged,

(i that agreeably to the terms of the original con-

tract between the Government and the public cre-

ditors, the Directors of the Bank are conftituted

truftees for the public creditor. When the money

is once paid into the Bank, it ceafes to be public

money, and is inftantly converted into private pro-

perty ; which mufl there remain a faered depofit

till it is claimed by the private individuals to whom
it appertains. And even in cafe of the expiration

of the Charter of the Bank of England, the Di-

rectors Hill remain a Corporation by law, for the

cxprefs purpofe of executing their delegated truft.

What mifchief may not reiult; from the admiffion

of a power in Government, arbitrarily to depart

from the conditions of the contract actually made

with the public ? Under the very term unclaimed.

dividends*
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dividends, is indeed veiled a grofs fallacy. Exclu-

sive of the dividends of the lafl three years, which

are not properly unclaimed but merely unrece'roed

dividends, the balance amounts fcarcely to a fifth

part of the fum which the Minifter propofe^jg^^

fcize. If the recent and fluctuating balances of the

Bank are thus liable to feizure, the Mil sitter may

one day order the money to be paid into the Bank,

and the next he may without any violation of pub-

lic faith command it to be repaid into the Exche-

quer. But in fact this is no other than a meafure

of injuftice and violence, calculated to compel

the Bank to relinquifh their trull when the origi-

nal and exprefs purpofes of it are evidently unac-

complished."

After much hefitation and conteft, the Minifter

confented, by way ofcompromife, to accept ofa loan

of five hundred thoufand pounds from the Bank,

without intereft, fo long as a floating balance to that

amount mould remain in the hands of the cafhicr.

On the 17th of December (1790) Mr. Burke

moved," thatthe Houfe do refolve itfelf into a Com-

mittee, to take into confideration the ftate ofthe Im-

peachment of Warren Haftings, Efq." This being

done, he made a fecond motion, " that an Impeach-

ment by this Houfe, in the name of the Commons of

Great Britain, againft Warren Haftings, Efq. for high

crimes and mifdemeanors, is llill pending." From

this propofition, the entire corps of Lawyers in the

Houfe
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Houfe with fcarcely an exception declared their

total diflcnt : and Mr. Erfkine, vvhofe talents at

the Bar were of the higher!: rank, and who had

in the general tenor of his practice diftinguifhed

himfelf by his zealous attachment to the principles

of the Conititution, in an elaborate fpeech endea-

vored to fhew that in confequence of the diffb-

lution of Parliament the Impeachment had abated;

and on this ground he was fupported by Mr, Har-

dinge, Mr. Mitford,, and Sir John Scott.

Upon this great queftion, in the decision ofwhich

the honor, the dignity, and authority of the Houfe

were fo deeply involved, the Speaker with great

propriety rofe to deliver his opinion. " If the maxim

laid down by the Lawyers were admitted as jufT,

the confequence wTas obvious. The Impeach-

ment of a profligate or corrupt Minifcer might,

by the infidious intervention of the prerogative, at

any time be rendered nugatory and abortive. In the

view of the Conflitution, and even by the forms

of Parliament, the Impeachment is preferred not

by the Houfe of Commons merely, but by all the

Commons of England ; and the Houfe can be

confidered in relation to the profecution as no

more than the agents and attornies of the people at

large. A fecond Houfe of Commons therefore,

though certainly pofleffing a difcretionary power

of dropping the profecution, if upon due consi-

deration they arc of opinion that it does not reft

upon



K. GEORGE III. 3r7

upon a juit foundation, are as certainly at full li-

berty to proceed in it, if in their judgment con-

ducive to the fafety or the interefls of the State.

In an Impeachment of the nature of the prefent,

it would fcarcely be imagined that twenty-two

complex articles could by any mode of inveftiga-

tion be decided upon in a tingle feffion. If then,

agreeably to the genius of the antient Constitu-

tion, Parliaments themfelves were to be made an-

nual, the labor would be truly Syfiphean ; as fuch

a trial never could arrive at a le°;al termination.

Such were the plain dictates of common fenfe ;

but in reforting to rules of law, and precedents of

Parliament, doubts and difficulties prefented them-

felves. Upon thofe remote and obfcure precedents

which occurred previous to the Civil Wars of the

laft century little ftrefs was laid : but during the

reign of King Charles II. the queftion had come

repeatedly under the formal and regular difcuffion

of both Houfes. Thefe precedents, and fuch as

had fince occurred, the Speaker had accurately ex-

amined ; and in his Report of them upon thisoc-

cafion commented upon with great judgment and

ability. In the famous cafe of Lord Danby (A/ D.

1679), the Parliament was unquestionably dif-

iblved, for the purpofe of fcrecning the Minifter

from the effects of the Impeachment then actually

pending againft him. But the next Parliament

underftood their privileges too well to make the

ilighteft
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ilightcfl conceflion on this important conftitutional

point. And in compliance with the claims of the

Commons., the Houfe of Peers, March 19th,

^678-9, resolved, e that the diilblution of the

Jail Parliament doth not alter the ftate of the

Impeachments, (viz. that of the Earl ofDanby, and

the Lords accufed as parties in the Popifli Plot)

brought up by the Commons in that Parliament.'

Jit* conformity to this decifion, the trial of the

pari of Danby was continued in no lefs than four

fuceeffive Parliaments, till in February 1683-4, no

Parliament being then fitting;, or likely to lit, his

^Lordfhip was bailed by authority of the Court of

f Kind's Bench.

( " On the 19th of May 1685, the firlt and only

Parliament of King James II. was convened; and

._ |he qucftion coming immediately before them, re-

. fpecting the validity of the proceedings on the late

impeachment, it was almolt unanimoufly deter-

mined, that the rcfolution of March 1679* be

revcrfed

' * In the conference between the two Houfes, which preceded

aj^Tgave rife to this famous rtfolution, Serjeant Maynard, one

of the Managers of the impeachment, faid, " That which is moft

infilled upon is, that the charge now made againft' this Lord

was prefented in another Parliament. It is true. But under fa-

vor/what is once upon record in Parliament may at any time

, afterwards be proceeded upon. I conceive it hath been done.

<•. JiLotyever, in a cafe of this nature—if there were not, I hope you

llf-A* would
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reverfed and annulled ; and Lord Dauby and the

other Lords were difcharged from their recogni-

zances. But it being evidently the province of the

Peers in-their judicial capacity jus d'icere and not

jus dare, the reverfal of the Declaratory RefoUition

of 1679 was regarded by the Commons as of no

weight or authority whatever. In the fecond Par-

liament convened after the Revolution, an order

was made by the Lords, April 1690, to take into

confideration, whether Impeachments continue

from Parliament to Parliament ; but the Houfe

adjourned the decifion of this queition from time

to time till the Parliament was prorogued. And on

their next meeting, October 1690, the Earls of

Peterborough and Salilbury, impeached by the pre-,

ceding Parliament, were difcharged from their bail ;

but whether in virtue of the Act of free and ge-.

neral pardon that had recently palled, or of the

Refolution of May 1685, is not exprefled.

" In 1695, the Earl of Danby, now Duke of

Leeds, was a fecond time impeached, on grounds

totally diftinct from the former : and this Im-

peachment, notwithflanding the reverfal of 1685,

continued pending under feveral fucceffive Parlia-

would make a precedent." In the cafe of Lord Stafford,

who urged in aired of judgment that his Impeachment was

pending in three different Parliaments, the Houfe refufed, as a>

point already determined, to hear the arguments of Counfcl-

upon it.

7 ments,
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ments^ though for the molt part in an almofi: dor-

mant ftate, for no lcfs than fix years ; till on the

124th ofJune, 1 70 1, the Houfe of Lords refolvecL

* That articles having been exhibited againft the

Duke of Leeds, to which he had anfwered, and

the Commons not pro/ecuting, the Impeachment and

Articles mould be difmiflcd.'

"On the ill of April 1701, the Earls of Port-

land and Orford and the Lords Somers and Ha-

lifax were impeached : but the Commons refuting

to exhibit articles againfi. them in the mode pre-

ferred by the Peers, thefe Impeachments were on

the Iaft day of the feffion difmiiled.

" The next Parliament, which met December

1 70 1, it is true, took no fteps whatever to revive

the Impeachments ; not {hat they admitted the

principle of abatement by difiblution, hut that, be-

ing of a political complexion totally different from

the preceding Parliament, they, with a great ma-

jority of the people of England, confidered the

public conducl of thefe great Whig Lords not

only as innocent, but in the higher! degree meri->

torious.

" In July 1 715, the Earl of Oxford,was impeach-^

ed. In June 171 6, the Parliament was prorogued;

and on their fubfequent meeting, February 1717,

the Earl petitioning that his imprifonment might

not be indefinite, a Committee was appointed by

the Houfe to fearch for and report fu'ch prece-

dents'
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dents as relate to the continuance of Impeach-

ments from feffion to feffion, and from parlia-

ment to parliament ; which Report being read, it

was moved to refolve, ' That the Impeachment of

the Commons againft the Earl of Oxford is deter-

mined by the intervening prorogation.' This was

negatived on the divifion by 87 to 45 Lords. But

a proteft enfued figned by ten Lords, in which the

general proportion is affumed, that a dii'iblutioii

would determine the Impeachment ; and their

Lordfhips affirm, that there is no efTential differ-

ence in law between a prorogation and difTblution.

If fo, the inference furely is> that the 87 Lords

would have decided fimilarly in the cafe of diflb-

lution. It deferves fpecific notice, that Lord Chief

Juflice Holt, that great authority on all points of

conititutional law, in the cafe of Peters and^Ben-

ning, 13th William III. publicly delivered it as his

opinion, notwithflanding the exilting Refolution

of 1685, that Impeachments begun in one parlia-

ment might be profecuted in another. And this

appears to have been at all times the prevailing

opinion of the Whigs. Upon a general review of

-thefe facets and precedents, the Speaker gave it as

his deliberate and decided judgment, that the Im-

peachment was flill legally pending ; and that the

Refolution of 1685, palled, as there was reafon

to believe, by the corrupt influence of the Court,

and in defiance of a folemn prior decifion of both

Vol. IV. Y Houfes
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Houfes, and which in no inftance fince the Revo-

lution had been formally and avowedly acled upon,

was wholly invalid and nugatory."

In this opinion Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and the molt

eminent parliamentary authorities on both fides

concurred. The motion of Mr. Erfkine for &feareh

into precedents was negatived by a majority of

143 to 30 voices ; and the original motion of Mr.

Burke triumphantly carried without a divifion.

After a fhort interval, Mr. Burke made a third

motion, " that the Managers be inftruc~red to pro-

ceed to no other parts of the Impeachment, ex-

cepting fuch as relate to contracts, penfions, and

allowances ;" which was carried with trivial oppo-

fition.

By the refolution of the 23d of December 1790,

the Lords found themfelves reduced to a dilemma,

not very pleafant. On a mefTage from the Com-

mons, that they were ready to proceed in their

evidence, a Committee was appointed by their

Lordfhips to feareh into precedents, which occa-

iioncd a fufpcnfion of the bufinefs till nearly the

conclufion of the feffion. At length the Report

being made, Lord Portchefter moved, May 16,

" that their Lordfhips now proceed in the trial."

This was oppofed by the Lord Chancellor, who

recommended the appointment of a fecond Com-

mittee to feareh for more precedents, and defend-

ed by Lord Loughborough, now the oracle of

6 Whiggifm
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Whiggifm in the Houfe, in a very able fpeechy

in the courfe of which he warned their Lordfhips

" not to act uncautiouily with regard to the po-

pular part of the Conltitution. Let them not deny

that the people were any thing, left they com-

pelled them to think they were every thing. In

commenting upon the precedents before the Houfe,

he pointed out the fallacies of Sir George Jef-

fries and other Court Sycophants, and refted

his argument on the authority of the great Confti-

tutional Lawyers Hale, Holt, and Fofter. His

Lordfhip faid, he had it in charge from the Lord

President,
-Lord Camden, who was prevented from

perfonal attendance, to ftate that Nobleman's opi-

nion as perfectly co-incident with his own : and

the Lord Prefldent had left with him an opinion of

the famous Selden, that the new Parliament, con-

vened in confequence of the Duke of Bucking-

ham's Impeachment 1628, were authorized to have

called upon their Lordfhips for judgment againft

the Duke." The abatement of the Impeachment

was on the other hand maintained by Lord Ke-

nyon, Lord Abingdon, &c. but on the divifion, the

motion of Lord Portchefter was carried by a great

and decifive majority. And their Lordfhips, with

the Refolution of 1685 ftill Handing in their Jour-

nals, acquainted the Houfe of Commons by mef-

fage, that they were now ready to proceed in the

Y a trial
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trial. But very little progrefs was made in it dur-

ing the fhort remainder of the feffion.

Soon after the recefs of Parliament (February

21, 1 791), Mr. Mitford, a lawyer of eminence in

the Houfe, moved, with the previous fanction and

approbation of Government, for a Bill to relieve

the Englifh Catholics from the legal penalties ft ill

exifting and in force againft them. The propofed

Act of Toleration was however confined to fuch

of the Catholics as fhould fubferibe a certain de-

claration or proteji againft the afTiimed authority

of the Pope, &c. drawn up in terms to which it

could fcarcely be expected that the majority of

Catholics could confeientioufly affent.

Mr. Fox rofe to object to the Bill, not for what

it did, but for what it did not contain. He en-

treated that the Bill might be made general. " Let

the Statute Book, faid this great ftatefman and

advocate of toleration, be revifed, and ftrike out

all thofe laws which attach penalties to mere opi-

nions." And Mr. Burke joined in reprobating the

abfurdity and iniquity of thofe ftatutes which con-

demn every man who worfhips God in his own

way, as guilty of treafon againft the State. -Mr.

Pitt commended thefe fentiments, but thought it

not prudent to a.3 upon them ; and the Bill pafled

in its prefent form : in confequence of which a

mofl invidious and mifchievous lime of diflinction

was
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was drawn between the protefiing and non-pro-

tefting Catholics, neither of whom were charge-

able with, or fufpected of, the flighteft tincture of

difloyalty to the State.

In the courfe of the fefiion, Mr. Fox, ever ac-

tive in the eaufe of liberty, moved for a Bill to

afcertain the rights of juries in the matter of libel.

With refpect to the pretended diftinction between

law and fact, Mr. Fox obferved, " that when a man

was accufed of murder, a crime confiding of law

and fact, the Jury every day found a verdict of

• guilty : and this was alfo the cafe in felony and

every other criminal indictment. Libels were the

only exception, the tingle anomaly. He contend-

ed, that if the Jury had no jurifdiction over libels,

the Counfel who addrefled them on either fide as

to the criminality of the publication were guilty

of a grofs and infolent farcafm. Mr. Fox put this

matter in a remarkably ftrong point of view, by

adverting to the law of treafon. It was admitted

on all hands, that a writing might be an overt a6t

of treafon. In this cafe, if the Court of King's

Bench were to fay to the Jury, ' Confider only

whether the criminal publifhed the paper—do not

confider the nature of it—do not confider whe-

ther it correfpond to the definition of treafon or

not'—would Englifhmen endure that death fhould

be inflicted without a Jury having had an oppor-

tunity of delivering their fentiments, whether the

Y 3 individual
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individual was or was not guilty of the crime with

which he was charged ? Mr. Fox wifhed to know,

whether the modern doctrine of libels did or did

not extend to high treafon ?" On its tranfmifiion

to the Houfe of Lords, the Bill was oppofed on

the fecond reading by the Lord Chancellor, on

pretence of its being too late in the feffion to dif-

pufs a meafure of fuch importance. The princi-

ple of the Bill was moft ably defended by the Law

Lords Camden and Loughborough, with whom

Lord Grenville concurred ; but the Bill was final-

ly poftponed.

The evidence on the Slave Trade being at length

clofed, Mr. Wilberforce, on the 1 8th of April 1 79 1

,

brought forward his long expected motion of Abo-r

lition, which he introduced with a copious and

mafterly difplay of the arguments in favor of that

meafure. The crimes and villanies to which this

horrid traffic had given rife, were detailed with a

minutenefs which placed not merely the perfons

actually concerned, but human nature itfelf, in a

light the moft degrading and -deteftable. And

the mover remarked with all the eloquence of feeU

ing and of truth, that the hiftory of this commerce

was written in characters of blood. " Let us, faid

he, turn our eyes for relief from this difgraceful

fcene to fome ordinary wickednefs." No fuch re-

lief, however, was as yet to be obtained from the

juftice and humanity of the-Houfe ; for, on con-:

eluding
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eluding his fpeech with moving " for a Bill to pre-

vent the farther importation of African Negroes in-

to the Britifh Colonies," it was negatived by a ma-

jority of feventy-five voices.

Had the fame motion been made two years be-

fore, while the feelings of the Houfe were frefhly

awakened, there can fcarcely exift a doubt but

that it muft have fucceeded. Such is the import-

ance of feizing the fortunate and favorable moment

of action ! To qualify this refufal, a Bill was intro-

duced and pafTed, for chartering a Company for

the purpofe of cultivating Weft Indian and other

tropical produces at Sierra Leona on the coaft of

Africa, by the ufe of free negroes ; an experiment

which is likely to be productive, at no diftant pe-

riod, of very important effects.

It had been long a fubject of complaint, that

the great and extenfive province of Canada con-

tinued under a government in the higheft degree

arbitrary and defpotic. This government was in-

deed acknowledged to be merely temporary ; but

excufes were not wanting to prolong the duration

of it. At length Mr. Pitt, in purfuance of an in-

timation in the Royal Speech, moved for leave to

bring in a Bill to repeal certain parts of the Act

refpecting the government ofCanada pinTed in the

14th year of his Majefty's reign ; and to enact far-

ther provifions for the better government there-

of. By the propofed Bill, the province was di-

Y 4 vided
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vided into two diftinct governments, by the appel-

lations of Upper and Lower Canada. Councils

nominated by the Sovereign, and Houies ofAfTem-

bly chofen by the People, were eftablifhed in each.

The Habeas Corpus Act was alTerted as a funda-

mental law of their Conftitution : and by a very

important and admirable elaufe the Britifh Parlia-

ment were retrained from impofing any taxes

whatever, but fuch as might be neceflary for the

regulation of trade and commerce ; and to guard

againft the abufe of this power, the produce of fuch

taxes was to be at the difpofal of the refpeclive

Provincial Legiflatures. Upon the whole, this

Bill contained a noble charter of liberty, and did

honor to the Minilter who propofed, and to the

Aflembly which adopted it. The claufes in the

Bill which militated againft the general principle

of it, were oppofed by Mr. Fox with extraordinary

animation and ability. " The great object of all

popular afTemblies," Mr. Fox faid, " was, that the

people fhould be fully and fairly reprefented ; but

when the aflembly of one province was to con-

lift of only fixtecn, and the other of thirty per-

fons, they deluded the people by a mockery of

reprefentation. They feemed to give them a free

Conftitution, when in fact they withheld it. And

he hoped it would never be faid, that the Confti-

tution of Canada was modelled after that of Eng-

land. That thefe reprefentatives fhould be elected

for
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for the term of feven years, he reprobated as equal-

ly inconfiftent with freedom. Even in England,

where the frequent return of elections was attend-

ed with fo much real inconvenience, the propri-

ety of the Septennial Bill was juftly a fubject of

doubt: but in a country fo differently circum-

flanced as Canada, there could be no plaufible ob-

jection to annual or at moil triennial elections.

Another ftrong ground of objection with Mr. Fox

was, that the Legiflative Councils were unlimited

as to numbers by any other reftriction than che

pleafure of the King -, to whom a power was aifb

referved of annexing to certain honorary and titu-

lar diftinctions an hereditary right of fitting in

Council. As to hereditary honors, or hereditary

powers, to fay they were good or not, as a gene-

ral proportion, was difficult—but he faw nothing

fo good in them as to warrant their introduction

into a country where they were not known. He did

not think it wife to deflroy them where they ex-

ifted; but to create them where they did not

exift, he confidered as exceedingly unwife. He
could not account for it, unlefs it was that, Canada

having been formerly a French colony, there might

be an opportunity of reviving thole titles of honor,

the extinction of which fome gentlemen fo much
deplored, and to revive in the Weft that fpirit of

chivalry which had fallen into fo much difgrace in a

neighboring country."

Thefe

,
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Thefe incidental expreflions awakened the re-

fentment of Mr. Burke, who on the re-commit-

ment of the Bill, May 6, rofe, as he faid, to fpeak

to its general principle. He enlarged upon u the

importance of the act which they were now about

to perform. The firft coniideration was, the com-

petency of the Houfe to filch an act. A body of

rights commonly called the Rights of Man had been

lately imported from a neighboring kingdom. The

principle of this new code was, that all men were

by nature free, and equal in refpect of their rights.

If this code therefore were admitted, the power of

the Houfe could extend no farther than to call to-

gether the inhabitants of Canada to choofe a Con-

ftkution for themfelves. The practical effects of

this fyftem might be i'een in St. Domingo and the

other French Iflands. They were fiouriihing and

happy till they heard of the Rights of Man. As

foon as this fyftem arrived among them, Pandora's

box, replete with every mortal evil, feemed to fly

opens hell itfelf to yawn, and every demon of mil-

chief to overfpread the face of the country." Mr,

Burke continuing to launch out into the moft vio-

lent invectives againft the Conftitution and Go-

vernment of France, was repeatedly and loudly

called to order, and at length compelled to fit

down.

Mr. Fox, when the tumult had fubfided, with

firmnefs defended his former fentiments relative

to
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to the French Revolution ; and repeated, " that

he thought it upon the whole one of the moll

glorious events in the hiftory of mankind. In this

afTertion however he fpoke of the Revolution, not

of the Confiitutioiiy which ftill remained to be faa*.

proved by experience and accommodated to cir-

cumilances. The Rights of Man, which his

Right Honorable Friend had ridiculed as vi-

fionary, were the bafis of the Britifh Conftitution.

Our Statute Book recognized f the original inhe-

rent rights of the people as men, which no pre-

fcription could iuperfede, no accident remove or

obliterate/ Thefe had once been the principles

of his Right Honorable Friend, from whom he had

learned them. His Right Honorable Friend had

faid with equal energy and emphafis, c that he

knew not how to draw a bill of indictment againfl

a whole people.' Having been taught by him

that no revolt of a nation was caufed without pro-

vocation, he could not help rejoicing at the fuc-

cefs of a Revolution refting upon the fame bafis

with our own-—the immutable and unalienable

Rights of Man."

Mr. Burke rofe again, and in vehement terms

infilled tc that he was perfectly in order j and that

the difcuffion of the Quebec Bill was a proper

opportunity to put the country on its guard

againfl thofe dangerous doctrines which prevailed

jn France, an4 whiclj had found fo many advo-

cates
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cates here. He obferved, that he had differed on

many occafions from Mr. Fox, but there had been

no lofs of friendihip betv/een them. But there was

fomething in the accursed French Ccnftitution

that envenomed every thing."

Mr. Fox on hearing this interrupted him, faying

e( there was no lofs of friendihip."

Mr. Burke replied " there was—he knew the

price of his conduct ; he had done his duty, and

their friendihip was at an end."

Mr. Fox, on whom the attention of the Houfe

was now eagerly fixed, role to reply, but his feel-

ings were too powerful for utterance. All the

ideas fo long cherifhed, of gratitude, efieem and

affection, ruined upon his fufceptible and gene-

rous mind ; and involuntary tears were obferved

to fleal down his cheek. A profound and expref-

five filence pervaded the Houfe. At length Mr.

Fox, recovering himfelf, faid, " that however events

might have altered the mind of his Right Ho-

norable Friend, for fuch he muft ftill call him, he

could not fo eafily confent to relinquifh and dif-

folve that intimate connection which had for twen-

ty-five years fubfifted between them. He hoped
" that Mr. Burke would think on pail times ; and,

whatever expreffions of his had cauied the offence,

that he would at leaft believe fuch was not his

intention."

The concefllons of Mr. Fox made no vifible

impreflion
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impreffion on the haughty and unbending tem-

per of Mr. Burke ; and from this day a fchifm took

place in the politics of the Oppofition party, which

has been productive of very important confe-

quenccs.

As the moft luminous introduction to the prin-

cipal remaining tranfaction of this Seflion of Par-

liament, it will, be proper now to advert to the ac-

tual fituation of affairs on the Continent.

No fooner had Leopold King of Hungary af-

fumed the Auftrian fceptre, than he refolved on

terminating the war with Turkey j and under the

powerful mediation of England and Pruftia, a con-

vention was concluded Auguft 1790, at Reichen-

bach, after a negotiation of fome months, protract-

ed in the unavailing hope of retaining poiTefiion

of Belgrade, that important fcrtrefs, which, fifty

years before, England had exerted her utmoft in-

fluence to lecure to the Houfe of Auftria. But

now, iwayed by Pruffian counfels, and eagerly fo-

licitous to advance the interefts of that upftart

and infolent power, in contra-diftinction to thofe

of Auftria, the antient and genuine ally of Bri-

tain, fhe harihiy and peremptorily infilled on jts

reftitution, in common with all the other Auftrian

conquefts, to the Ottoman Porte. In return, the

Auftrian Netherlands were guaranteed to
,
the

Houfe of Auftria, and the poiTeflion of the Impe-

rial Crown eventually enfured to his Hungarian

Majefty.
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Majefly. The Flemings refufmg, notwithstand-

ing their prefent ftate of abandonment, to return

co the Auftrian dominion, a great military force

was fent into the country in the autumn of 1790,

under the command of Marfhal Bender, which

quickly effected their total reduction ; and on the

ill of January, 1791, a folemn Te Deum was

fung at BrufTels in celebration of that happy

event.

Sweden alfo, difappointed in her views and pro-

jects of ambition, thought proper to fign a iepa-

rate peace with RufTia, Auguft 1790, on the bafis

of the former treaties of Abo and Nyrfcult.

The Courts of London and Berlin, elated with

the fuccefs of their mediation at Reichenbach, now

in high and arrogant language fignified to the

Emprefs of Ruffia their pleafure that peace mould

be reftored between the Ottoman and Ruffian

Empires, on the terms of a general reftitution of

conquefts. The Emprefs replied with equal

haughtinefs, " that fhe would make peace and

war with whom fhe pleafed, without the interven-

tion of any foreign power." Not however choof-

ing too far to provoke the refentment of thefe

formidable and felf- created arbitrators, fhe fecretly

intimated her willingnefs to conclude a peace with

Turkey, on the condition of retaining the coun-

try eaftward of the Neifter, as a-reafonable in-

demnification for the expences of the war. This

was
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was a walle and defert tract of territory, valuable

only for the fecurity it afforded to her former ac-

quifitions, and for including within its limits the

ftrong and important fortrefs of Oczakow. This

being peremptorily refufed, the Emprefs broke off

the conference, and determined to profecute the

war.

On the 28th of March, 179 1, Mr. Pitt deli-

vered a meffage to the Houfe of Commons from

his Majefty, importing, <c that the endeavors

which he had ufed in conjunction with his allies

to effect a pacification not having proved fuccefT-

ful, his Majefty judged it requifite, in order to add

weight to his reprefentations, to make fome fur-

ther augmentation of his naval force." And this

meffage being taken into consideration, Mr. Pitc

enlarged much on the neceffity of attending to

the prefervation of the balance of power in Eu-
rope. " The influence 'of the Turkilh Empire,

he faid, was of great effect in the general fcale.

Its prefent fituation was fuch as to afford juft

caufe of apprehenfion to other powers : and to

Prussia in particular it muft be highly injuri-

ous, to fuffer the Turkifh Empire to be diminifti-

ed in force and confequence. He therefore mov-
ed an Addrefs, affuring his Majefty that his faith*

ful Commons would make good fuch expences as

may be found neceffary," This Addrefs was op*

pofed



336 K. GEORGE III.

pofed with the whole flrength and energy of ihd

Opposition.

Mr. Fox faid, " the Right Honorable Mover

of the Addrefs had enveloped himfelf in myitery

and importance, but explained nothing. When
the balance of power was .mentioned as a reafon

for arming, it ought to be fhewn how it was en-

dangered. We had no quarrel with the Emprefs

of Ruffia : we had no alliance with Turkey. But

by the abiurd pride of interfering in the affairs

of every Sovereign State, we involved ourfelves in

continual expence, and were expofed to the per-

petual hazard of war. It was to fecond the am-

bitious policy of Pruffia, and not for any interefis

of our own, that we were now called upon to

arm. The Czarina, it was well known, had of-

fered to give up all her conOjUefts but a barren

diftrieT:, unprofitable and wortblefs except for a

fingle place contained in it, which place was Oc-

zakow. But would any one ferioufly pretend

that the balance of Europe depended upon the

trivial circumftance, whether Oczakow fhould in

future belong to the Empire of Ruffia or of Tur-

kev ? That this was even with Minifters them-

felves a novel idea, was plain ; for Oczakow had

been taken in 1788, and in 1789 his Majefty had

allured the Parliament and the Nation, that the

Situation of affairs was fuch as promifed us a con-

tinuance
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tinuance of peace." The queftion was at length

carried in favor of the Addrefs by 228 to 135

voices.

The profpect of a war with Ruffia, on thefe

frivolous grounds, gave more diflatisfaction to the

public at large than any meafure of Mr. Pitt's ad-

miniflration. And on the 12th of April Mr. Grey

moved, and fupported with a very exteniive dis-

play of knowledge and political ability, a feries of

rcfolutions expreffive of the impolicy and inexpe-

diency of this meafure. On the part of the Mi-

niftry the importance of Oczakow was magnified

to a mod: ridiculous excefs. It was flyled the key

of Conftantinople, whence it led to the acquisition

of Alexandria and the Lower Egypt. The fuccefs

of the Miniftry in former negotiations was often-

tatioufly dwelt upon, and the confidence of the

Houfe challenged in terms unufually flrong and

pointed.

Mr. Sheridan with farcaftic keennefs afked the

Minifter, "on what bafis this confidence was to

reft. Did he recollect the different profpecl to

which we had been directed to turn our eyes in

this year ? Did he recollect that this was the pro-

mifed millennium, that halcyon year in which we
had been flattered, inftead of frefh burdens, with

a reduction of expence, and a clear furplus for

the extinction of the public debt ? The fyftem

Vol. IV. Z we
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we had adopted in concert with Pruffia was, he

faid, a fyfiem of ambition, of vain glory, and of

intrigue, and it had fattened upon us a concern

above all others pernicious—that of Englifh in-

terference in German politics. As to the doc-

trine of confidence in Minitters, he totally abjured

it. The more conftitutional doctrine was that of

fufpicion and watchfulnefs. The Minifter had

indeed rifen wonderfully in his demands. He re-

collected the time when he had contented himfelf

with afking only for a guarded and rational con-

fidence. He then advanced to the pitch of a firm

and tteady confidence ; and it was at laft grown

to a blind and implicit confidence. And it ap-

peared that the degree of confidence required role

in an exact ratio to the abfurdity of the meafure

to be adopted." On the divifion, the effect of

the extreme unpopularity of the war without doors,

P and the ability with which it was expofed and ri-

diculed within, ttrikingly appeared, the numbers

being 179 ayes to 259 noes.

To enter into a war in the face of fuch a mi-

nority was wholly impofiible. The point in dif-

pute was inftantly and wifely given up by the

Minifters ; Oczakow and its diftrict remained

with Ruffia ; and in the courfe of the enfuing

fummer (Auguft 1791) peace was concluded be-

tween the two empires. The feflion of Parlia-

ment
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ment terminated June 10, 1791, his Majefty ex-

preffing his perfect fatisfaction at the zeal with

which the two Houfes had applied themfelves to

the confideration of the different objects which he

had recommended to their attention.

The ftate of affairs in France, though pafTed

over in total and difcreet filence in the fpeech,

was now become very critical. That once po-

pular minifter M. Necker, finding his meafures

thwarted and oppofed by the more popular leaders

of 'the AfTembly, and equally deftitute of the con-

fidence of the Court, had fent in his resignation

September 1790, and was fuffered to retire with-

out one expreffion of public regret—fuch is the

caprice and inconftancy of the people ! Previous

to his refignation, but certainly not by his advice,

a decree had paffed the AfTembly, impofing an

oath upon the whole body of the Clergy " to

maintain to the utmoft of their power the new

Constitution of France, and particularly the de-

crees relative to the civil conftitution of the

Clergy."

By the former decrees of the AfTembly relative

to the Clergy, all connection with the See of

Rome, fpiritual and temporal, was virtually abo-

lifhed ; and the oath was upon other accounts fo

obnoxious, that it could not poffibly be taken by

the majority of the Clergy ex ammo. It was, in

fact,, productive of the mod pernicious confe-

7 1 qucnces.
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quences. The Pope by a Bull denounced the

fentence of excommunication again ft thofc of the

Clergy who took the civic oath : it was rcfufed

by multitudes in the church ; and thofe who fub-

mitted to it became, in refentment of the outrage

offered to their feelings, far more inimical to the

Conftitution and dangerous to the State than before.

A moft fevere and unjuft decree was fubfequently

promulgated, by which the non-juring Clergy were

not only deprived of their benefices, but fubje&ed

to heavy penalties for non-compliance ; in confe-

quence of which numerous emigrations of that un-

fortunate clafs ofmen took place.

On the 2 2d of January, 1791, the King of

France communicated to the Aflembly a letter

from Leopold King of Hungary, now advanced to

the dignity of Emperor, containing ftrong protefta-

tions of amity towards France, but at the fame time

intimating, that to confolidate that friendfhip the

revocation of the decree of Auguft 4, 1790, will

be neceflary ; that all innovations in virtue of that

decree be abolifhed, and matters put upon their

antient footing. This was the famous decree

which annihilated all feudal and feignorial rights,

and in the fcope of which feveral of the petty

Princes of Germany, pofleffing fiefs in Lorraine

and Alface, were comprehended ; and fo far as the

right of property was affected by the decree, com-

penfations had been offered by the Aflembly,

and
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and by fome of thefe Princes actually accepted.

This, however, now ferved as a pretext and cover

for the meafures in contemplation of the Court of

Vienna, which had already ftationed cordons of

troops on the Suabian frontier, and northward

from the circles of the Rhine to the banks of the

Meufe. The Affembly, on this occafion, voted a

large augmentation of military force, regardlefs of

the intimation of the King, that the Emperor had,

in this inftance, acted merely officially, in con-

formity to the decrees of the Diet. The King

himfelf did not efcape the fufpicion of entertaining

a private and dangerous correfpondence with the

Imperial Court ; and he was entreated by the

Aflembly, formally and explicitly to announce the

Revolution which had taken place to the different

Courts ofEurope.

The popular jealoufies and difcontents were itill

more openly and rudely indicated. On the 1 8th

of April, being on the point of letting out from

Paris to the palace of St. Cloud, to pafs the Eafter,

the royal carriage was flopped by an immenfe crowd

of perfons, not all of the loweft rank, under the

apprehenlion of an intended efcape, and confe-

quently Counter-Revolution. And notwithstanding

the entreaties and proteflations of M. de la Fayette,

Commandant ofthe National Guard, who attended

the King's perfon, and pledged himfelf for his lecu-

Z 3 rity*
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rity, he was finally compelled to defift from his

purpofe, and return to theTuilleries.

On a complaint of this infult to the AfTembly,

the Prefident made a refpeelful apology to the

King ; and his Majefry, properly attended, put in

execution his defign of vifiting St. Cloud.

Anxious to regain the ground he had loft, the

King, in compliance with the requeft of the muni-

cipality of Paris, difmifTcd from his perfon thofe

men who were moil notorioufly difaffecled to the

Constitution.

M. de Montmorin was ordered to write, in the

name of the Monarch, a circular letter, expreffed

in terms the moft popular and captivating, to his

Ambaffadors at the different Courts of Europe,

" to the end," as it is expreffed, " that no doubt

may remain with regard to his Majefty's intentions,

his acceptance of the free form of Government, and

his irrevocable oath to maintain it."

In return, the Prefident of the AfTembly waited

on -

his Majefty with an addrefs of thanks and felici-

tation for the frefh proof he had given of his re-

gard for the Constitution. " For the firfl time, Sire,"

faid the Prefident, " thofe facred maxims which an-

nounce the Rights ofMan have made their appear-

ance amidft the myfteries of diplomatic correfpon-

dence. Strangers mall now learn from yourfelf,

that it was by your aid the French Conftitution

was
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was regenerated, and that you are its guardian, its

defender, and its avenger. Seated on the firft

throne in Chriftendom, you have given the firft

example of a great Monarch proclaiming the liber-

ties of his people to mankind. A happy calm has

now fucceeded to the ftormy hopes and fears be-

tween which the Nation wavered in uncertainty.

You have now impofed filence on the detractors of

our New Conftitution. The hydra of faction had

a hundred heads, and you have cut off the laft of

them."

To this the King, with deep hypocrify, replied,

" I am charmed beyond expreffion at the warmth

of efteem which the National Adembly is pleafed

to exprefs towards me. If they could but read my
heart, they would there fee fentiments engraved

on it, that would welljuftify the confidence of tl?e

Nation. All diftruft would then be banifhed from

their bofoms, and we mould all be happy."

This, however, was but a tranfient and fallacious

calm ; nor was diftruft, for a tingle moment, really

banifhed from their minds. Unhappily the event

but too well juftified their fufpicions.

On the night of the 20th of June (1791), the

King, Queen, Dauphin, and Princefs Elizabeth,

fifter to the King, alfo the Count and Countefs de

Provence, fuddenly difappeared. They had, as it

was quickly difcovered, made their efcape through a

fubterranean pafTage extending from the Tuilleries

Z4 to
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to the Seine. Monficur and Madame took the

road to Mons ; the reft of the Royal Family that

of Montmedi. The King left behind him a paper,

in which he formally revoked all his paft oaths and

folemn declarations, as the efFect of compulfory in-

fluence, prohibiting the Miniftersfrom figningany

order, and enjoining the Keeper of the Seals to fend

them to him when required in his behalf.

On the firft emotions of refentment at the dif-

covery of this event, the King's arms and effigies

were taken down and broken by the populace of

Paris. A proclamation of the Atlembly, however,

foon reftored order. The royal authority was

formally fufpended by a decree of the Atlembly,

and a Provifional Executive Council appointed.

The National Guard were inftantly in arms ; and

deputations from all the different public bodies

appeared at the bar of the Atlembly, with the

jftrongefr. and firmeft profeffions of patriotifm and

obedience.

Scarcely had the firft emotions of indignation

fubfided, when it was announced that the King

and Queen had been arrefted in their progrefs, at a

place called Varennes, near the frontier. They

were quickly brought back to Paris, and again

quietly configned to the palace of the Tuilleries.

On the 27th of June, Commiflioners from the

AfTembly waited upon the King, to receive his

written declaration refpecling the late event. His

Majefty
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Majefty afferted, " that he had no intention of

leaving the kingdom, but meant merely to fix at

Montmedi, till the vigor of the government

fhouldbe reftored, and the Confritution settled."

The refpect due to Majefty was ffill prefcrved, but

confidence was for ever at an end. It was incon-

trovertibly proved, that the King had long carried

on a fecret correfpondence with M. de Bouille,

Governor of Metz, and Commandant of the forces

on the German frontier, who had fent a detachment

to efcort the King to Montmedi ; a pofition to be

maintained only by force, and whence, in cafe of

neceffity, he could eafily retreat to the Auftrian

territory of Luxembourg. The accidental arrefl of

the King entirely difconcerted thefe meafures ; and

M. de Bouille made his efcape into Germany,

where he publifhed a furious declaration againfl

the Aflembly, calculated only to injure the caufe

he meant to ferve.

In confequence of the repeated perfidies of the

King, it was propofed by fomc of the bolder, per-

haps the wifer Members of the Aflembly, to declare

an abdication, and to place the Dauphin on the

throne. On the queflion being agitated in the Af-

fembly, it was alked, what could be done with the

King in cafe of a depofition ; to which one of the

Members replied, " Let him go and keep fchool at

Corinth." But the milder and more moderate

counfels prevailed. The King remained at the

Tuill cries,
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Tuilleries, vigilantly guarded, till the fabric of the

Conftitution was completed.

On the 3d of September, the Constitutional
Act was prefented to the King, who fignifled his

acceptance of it in writing, September 13 ; and on

the following day he appeared at the Affembly, in-

troduced by a grand deputation of fixty Members,

folemnly to confecrate the afTent he had given ;

concluding with an oath " to be faithful to the

Nation and to the Law, and to employ the powers

veiled in him for the maintenance of the Confti-

tution."

On the 30th of September (1791), the Confti-

tucnt National Affembly, after an uninterrupted fcf-

fibn of two years and four months, terminated its

exiftence by a fpontaneous diftblution ; leaving be-

hind it, notwithstanding fome human errors and

frailties, an illuftrious and never-dying fame. Un-
der whatever varying form freedom may fubfift in

France, the primary eftablifhment of it muft doubt-

lefs be afcribed to the heroic courage and enlighten-

ed patriotifm of this Affembly : and in the emphatic

words of the Roman orator it may with propriety

be afked, " Qiue enim res unquam, proh /ancle

Jupiter ! in omnibus ierris eft gejiu major, qua glo-

nofior, qiuv commendatior homhium memorise femp-

tenia T'

In England the Anniverfary of the Revolution

in France was again celebrated, not without a cer-

5 tain
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tain mixture of indifcretion, confidering the lower-

ing afpecl of the political horizon in France, con-

trallcd with the brilliant profpecl of laft year, and

the odium it had incurred in confequence of the

events which had fince taken place in both king-

doms. Party fpirit at this period raged through-

out England in a more violent degree than had

been known fince the days of Sacheverel ; and in

no place more than in the great and opulent town

of Birmingham, diftinguifhed by the residence of

the celebrated Priestley, equally famous in the

-different capacities of philofopher and divine. As

a theologian he had lignalized himfelf as the grand

reftorer of the antient Unitarian fyftem, main-

tained at the sera of the Reformation by Socinus

and other learned men of the Polifh or Cracovian

fchool ; and which, refuting divine honors to the

Founder of the Chriftian Religion, acknowledged

him merely in the character of a Teacher and Pro-

phet fent from God, and demonftrating the au-

thenticity of his million hyfigfis and wonders, which

God did by him.

The extraordinary and tranfcendent ability with

which this fimple but obnoxious fyftem was vindi-

cated by Dr. Prieftley, as the genuine unadulte-

rated doctrine of primitive Chriitianity, had brought

over to his opinions numerous converts, and had

excited againft him ftill more numerous enemies.

Regarding civil eftablimments of Chriftianity as

the



348 K. GEORGE III.

the grand barrier to the propagation of the truth,

he had in various publications argued againft them

with great force, inveighing againft the corrup-

tions to which they had given rife, though other-

wile of a difpofition mild and beneficent, with ex-

treme bitternefs and acrimony. He had on all oc-

cafions exprefled himfelf on the fubject of Govern-

ment, as an intrepid and zealous defender of the

civil and religious rights of mankind ; of this he

had given a recent proof in a mod able and mafterly

reply to Mr. Burke's famous book on the French

Revolution.

It is fuperfluous to fay that he was under thefe

circumllances the object of deteftation to the bi-

goted, of wonder to the ignorant, and of dread to

the interefted and the artful. Every pomble artifice

having been put in practice to excite the paflions

ofthe populace againft him, the day of the comme-

moration of Gallic liberty was deemed a fit occafion

to carry the nefarious defigns previoufly concerted

into' execution. The friends of liberty, affembled

for that purpofe at an hotel in the town, were dur-

ing the dinner infulted by a furious mob without,

fftouting, with the occafional intermixture of horrid

imprecations, Church and King ! which words, it

may be obferved, however innocent or venerable in
]

their unconnected ftate, are when conjoined the

fyrnbol of all mifchief. At five o'clock the com-

pany difperfed, but the windows of the hotel were

neverthclefs
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Yieverthclefs broken by the mob, who Teemed then

inclined to feparate.

Bat this would have been a petty and common re-

venge. Incited and inflamed anew by their leaders,

they bent their courfe to the chapel where Dr. Prieit-

ley ufually officiated ; this they fet on fire, and after-

wards proceeded to the old meeting, which they

demolilhed in the fame manner. At ten o'clock

the mob, now mad with rage and intoxicated with

liquor, took the route of Fair-hill, the refidence of

Dr. Prieltley, about a mile diflant from the town.

Happily the family had notice juft fufficient to ef-

fect their efcapc ; but the houfe, furniture, library,

and philosophical apparatus were fet on fire, and

continued in .their more than Vandalian rage of de-

Itruclion. The four following days were em-

ployed in the demolition of the elegant houfes and

villas in the town and its vicinity, belonging to thofe

pcrfons who had chiefly dininguifhed themselves

as advocates in the caufe of Gallic liberty, or by

their attachment to the religious principles of the

great Herefiarch Dr. Prieftley.

During this time the magift-rates ofthe place, who

were fufpecled of conniving at the nrft beginning

of this tremendous riot, and who had not read or

attempted to read the Riot Act, were flruck with

terror and conflernation ; nor was any effectual

effort made to check thefe infamous and difgrace-

ful proceedings—far worfe indeed than any dis-

orders
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orders that had as yet occurred in the progrefs of

the French Revolution—till the arrival, on the

Sunday evening, of three troops of dragoons from

Nottingham ; in a fhort time after which, rein-

forcements daily arriving, order and tranquillity

were perfectly reftored. Many of the rioters were

taken into cuftody and brought to trial, but three

only were capitally punifhed. Such was the fupe-

rior lenity of the Government on this occafion,

contraftcd with the rigors of the Special Commil-

iion ifliied for the trial of the London rioters

in 1780, on which occafion thirteen perfons were,

under the fanction of the Lord Prefident Lough-

borough, included in the fame indictment

!

The latter months of the year parTed over in

gloomy filence. The Parliament was not con-

vened till the 31ft of January 1792. The King

announced in his fpeech " the marriage of his foil

the Duke of York with the Princcfs Frederica,

daughter of his good brother the King of Pruffia.

He informed the two Houfes that a treaty had

been concluded, under his mediation and that of

his allien:, between the Emperor and the Ottoman

Porte, and preliminaries agreed upon between the

latter' of thofe powers and Ruffia. The general ftate .

of affairs in Europe promifed a continuance ofpeace,

and he was induced to hope for an immediate re-

duction of the naval and military eflablHhments."

The addrefs of thanks and approbation moved

by
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by Mr. Charles Yorke, and feconded by Sir James

Murray, excited fome feverc animadverfions from

Mr. Fox,who, in allufion to the ceffion ofOczakow

to Ruffia, obferved, " that it required no moderate

fhare of aimrance for Minifters to fay to gentlemen

who had fupported their meafures as wife and ne-

ceilarv, ' That which you laft feffion contended

for as of the utmoft importance, we have now

abandoned as of none. Will you have the good-

nefs to move an addrefs approving what we have

done }" Mr. Fox thought it extraordinary that, in

mentioning the inestimable bleffings of peace and

order, no notice was taken of the violent interrup-

tion of order which had occurred in the courfe of

the fummer. At the clofe of the eighteenth cen-

tury we had feen the revival of the fpirit and prac-

tice of the darkeft ages. It would have been well

if his Majefty had fpoken of thofe riots in the

terms they merited. They were not riots for

bread—they were not riots in the caufe of liberty,

which, however highly to be reprobated, had yet

fome excufe in their principle ; they were riots of

men neither aggrieved nor complaining—of men

who had fet on foot an indifcriminateperfecution of

,
an entire description of their fellow-citizens, in-

cluding perfons as eminent for their ability, as

blamelefs in their conduct, and as faithful in their

allegiance, as this or any country could boaft."

Mr. Pitt deprecated with warmth the invidious

revival
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revival of a fubjccl: fo urrpleafant and unprofitable,

and wifhed rather to call the attention of the Houfe

to the flourifhing condition of the commerce and

finances of the nation, of which in a fhort time

he propofed fubmitting to the Houfe a corre6l

ftatcment. Accordinglv on the 17th of February

the Minifler, in the courfe of a moll: eloquent and

animated fpeech, delineated a piclure of national

profperity, more flattering than even the rnoil

glowing imagination had ventured to fuggeft. "The

amount of the permanent revenue, with the land

and malt duties annexed, from January 1791 to

January 1792, he eflimated at 16,730,0001. being

3CO,oool. more than the aggregate of the preced-

ing year. The permanent expenditure, including

the intereft of the debt, the annual million applied

towards its extinction, the civil lift, and the mili-

tary and naval eflabliihments, he calculated at

15,810,0001. leaving a clear furplus of more than

900.000L In this ftate of things he thought him-

fclf authorized to propofe the repeal of a part of

the more burdenfome taxes, to the amount of

about 20o,oool. per annum ; and at the fame time

to apply the fum of 400,0001. to the reduction of

the national debt, in aid of the annual million ap-

propriated by Parliament, This would ft ill fall far

fhort of his efiimate of the national ability, and

there was good ground to believe that we had not

reached by many degrees the fummit of our pro-

fperity.
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fperity. When the debentures to the American

Loyalifts mould be difcharged, which would happen

in about four years, an addition of near 300,0001.

would accrue to the revenue. In confequence of

the general improvement of credit, the three per

cents, would foon rife fo high as to enable the Par-

liament to effect a reduction of the four, and, as

foon as by law redeemable, of the five per cents,

which would add the mm of 700,000b or little

lefs to the finking fund. The indefinite additions

which might be expected from the increafing pro-

duce of the exifting taxes, the remit of our rapidly

increafing commerce, muft mock all calculation.

Our exports had rifen one-third in value lince the

year 1783, i. e. from 14,741,000!. to 20,120,0001.

and our internal trade had increafed in at leaf! an

equal proportion. Thus fhall we be enabled to

make a fwiftly accelerated progrefs in the effential

work of liquidating the national debt, and in a very

fhort fpace of time to reach a point which perhaps

not long fince was thought too diftant for calcula-

tion. On the continuance of our prefent profpe-

rity it is indeed impoffible to count with certainty ;

but unquestionably there never was a time

when, from the fituation of Europe, we might more

reafonably expect a durable peace than at the pre-

fent moment." After developing with much ability

and fagacity the hidden but operative fprings of the

returning profperity of the country, the Miniftcr

Vol. IV. A a concluded
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concluded with the following memorable words

;

" From the remit ofthe whole I truft I am entitled

to infer, that the fcene which we are now content

plating is not the tranfient effect of accident, not

the Short-lived profperity ofa day, but the genuine

and natural refill t of regular and permanent caufes.

The feafon ofour fevcre trial is at an end ; and we are

at length relieved, not only from the dejection and

gloom which a few years Since hung over the coun-

try, but from the doubt and uncertainty which,

even for a considerable time after our profpect had

begun to brighten, ftill mingled with the hopes and

expectations of the public. We may yet indeed

be Subject to thofe fluctuations which often hap-

pen in the affairs of a great nation, and which it

is impoffible to calculate or forefee ; but as far as

there can be reliance on human fpeculations, we

have the beft ground from the experience of the

pad: to look with Satisfaction to the prefent, and

with confidence to the future. Nunc demum redlt

animus, cum nonfpem tnodo ac votum fecur'itas pib-

hca, fed ipfius votl fiduciam et rol?ur ajjumpferit"

Such were the brilliant hopes which the nation

was at this moment of exultation taught to indulge,

and with fuch dazzling fplendor rofe the morn of

a year deftined to let in darknefs, calamity, and

blood !

The papers relative to the Ruffian armament

being laid on the table, Mr. Grey noticed feveral

material
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material omiffions, and an entire chaiin in the cor-

refpondencc from October 31, 1790, to May 26,

1791, and moved u that the papers thus with-

held be laid before the Houfe." Mr. Pitt affirmed,

that the papers called for by Mr. Grey Were highly

improper to be produced. He did not think it

confiftcnt with good policy, to difclofe circumftanecs

which might endanger the fituation of our public

alliances ; and again urged the neceffity of confi-

dence in the Executive Government. Mr. Fox

indignantly replied, " that the confidence of the

Nation was placed in their Representatives ; and

if thofe to whom they had given their confidence

fhould transfer that confidence to the Minifter,

they were betrayed, not reprefentcd. As to this

pretended neceffity of confidence, there need be

nothing fecret where there was nothing wrong
;

yet pending the negotiation with Ruffia they were

kept in the dark, and, by a climax in confidence,

when the negotiation was terminated, they were

ftill denied information." In the courfe of the

debate it was forcibly obferved, in allufion to the

projected war with Ruffia, " that it would require

more eloquence even than that which had been

lately employed in describing the prosperity of this

country, to juftify a mcafure which put its profpe-

rity fo much to the hazard."

On the evidence of the papers actually produced,

and the facls publicly ascertained, Mr. Whitbread

A a 2, on
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on the 27th of February (1792) moved a refolution

of cenfure on the Minifters, importing, " that Oc-

zakow was not an object of fufficient importance

to juftify the armed interference of this country.'*

Mr. Whitbread faid, " it was the moft felf-evident

of all proportions, that no arrangement affecting

Oczakow could in any way affect the political or

commercial interefts of Great Britain. We ex-

ported nothing thither, we imported nothing from

it : the oftenfible caufe of the difpute, therefore,

could not be the real caufe. There was ground

to believe the exiftence of a fecrct negotiation, by

which Pruffia flattered, herfelf with the hope of ob-

taining Dantzic and Thorn as a compenfation for

permitting the Emprefs of Ruffia to retain poflef-

fion of Oczakow. It appeared that the Emprefs

had fo early as December 1789 requefted the in-

terference of Great Britain to effect a peace, upon

the terms of extending her frontier to the Nicfter
;

and creeling the provinces of Moldavia, Beflarabia,

and WaHachia into an independent principality

under a Chriftian Prince. Thefe terms were re-

fufed by the Court of London, and the Emprefs was

told that no attention would be paid to any terms

notrefting nponthebafisof aj?a/us quo. At length,

after bluftcring, threatening, and arming, came

the humiliating Memorial of the 29th of June

1 791, which at once conceded all that We had

negotiated, threatened^ and armed, to obtain."

1

'

The
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The motion was ably fupported by Mr. Grey,

who remarked, " that lince the affair of Holland

the Minifter had become intoxicated with power,

and fancied he could parcel out kingdoms and

provinces at his plcafure. He feemed as much

delighted with this idea as Don Quixote with books

of chivalry, and amufed himfelf with curvetting in

this court, prancing in that, menacing here, vaunt-*

ing there—in a word, out-heroding Herod."

Mr. Fox took a comprehenfive view of the ques-

tion, and dwelt with much energy and effect on

the folly of making Oczakow a primary object of

negotiation, and the inconfiftency and difgrace of

its fubfequent abandonment. " Oczakow, faid he,

was every thing by itfelf ; but when Minifters added

to Oczakow the honor of England, it became no-

thing. Oczakow and honor weighed nothing in

the fcale. Honor is, in the political arithmetic of

Minifters, a minus quantity to be fubtracted from

the value of Oczakow. Againfl the vain theories

of men who project fundamental alterations upon

grounds of mere fpeculative objection, the Confti-*

tution may be eafily defended ; but when they

recur to facts, and (hew me how we may be doomed

to all the horrors of war by the caprice of an in-

dividual, who will not even condefcend to explain

his reafons, I can only fly to this Houfe, and ex-

hort you to roufc from your lethargy of confidence

into the active miflrufl and vigilant control which

A a 3 are
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arc your dutyand your office." On thedivifion there'

appeared for the qucftion 116, againfl it 244.

A motion limilar to that of Mr. Whitbrcad was

nearly at the fame time made by Earl Fitzwilliam

in the Upper Houfe. It wasoppofed by the Lords

Grenvillc and Hawkeibury, the latter of whom

threw much light on the real motives of the late

interference,- by expatiating largely on the ingrati-

tude of Ruffia, and the injurious conduct of that

Power during the late war ; and it evidently ap-

peared by the language of this fecret auvifer of

public meafurcs, that the armed neutrality

of the Emprefs, although twelve years- had pafled

fince the date of it, was not yet forgotten or for-

given. And Lord Carlifle did not therefore ex-

prefs himfelf with perfect accuracy, when; in re-

viewing the political objects of the armament, his

Lordfhip faid, " he believed they might all be

refolved into the endeavor to obtain for Prufiia

Dantzic and Thorn" The motion was nega-

tived by a majority of 82 to 19 voices.

Although it appeared by the event of the mo-

tion of Mr. Wilberforce in the preceding feffion,

that the enthufiafm of Parliament on the fubjecc

of the Slave Trade had greatly fubfidcd ; that of the

public at large was neverthelefs increafing, and it

had now attained its higheft pitch. The table of

the Houfe of Commons was covered with petitions

from all parts of the kingdom, imploring in earncii

language
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language the abolition of that iniquitous and in-

human traffic. -

On the 2d of April (1791) the Houfe refolved

itfclf into a Committee on the Slave Trade, at the

inttance of Mr. Wilberforce, who moved, at the

clofe of a very able fpeech, a fecond time the

queftion of Abolition. Mr. Wilberforce declared,

" that from his exertions in this caule he Lad found

happinefs, though not hitherto fuccefs. It en-

livened his waking and foothed his evening hours,

and he could not recollect without lingular fatisfac-

tion that he had demanded juflice for millions who

could not afk it for themfelves

—

Africa ! Afri-

ca ! he exclaimed with paffionate emotion, your

fufferings have been the theme that has arretted and

engages my heart* Your fufferings no tongue cant

exprefsj nor no language impart." Mr. Wilber-

force was powerfully fupported by many of the

molt refpeclable members of the Houfe; amongft

whom Mr. Whitbread particularly diftinguifhed

himfelf by the energy and animation of his remarks*

" It was the neccfiary quality of defpotifm, he faid>

to corrupt and vitiate the heart : and the moral

evils of this fyftem were itill more to be dreaded

than the political. But no mildnefs in practice

could make that to be right which was fundamen-

tally wrong. Nothing could make him give his

aflent to the orio-inal tin of delivering man over to

the defpotifm of man. It was too degrading to

A a 4 fee,
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lee, not the produce of human labor, but man

himfelf, made the object of trade."

In confequence of the ardor difplayed by the na-

tion at large in thisbufmcfs, it was at length deter-

mined to concede what it was now become difficult,

perhaps dangerous, to withhold. Mr. Dundas, ad-

vanced to the dignity of Secretary of State by the

refignation of the Duke of Leeds—and the organ of

the interior Cabinet in the Houfe of Commons

—

now therefore, after a plauflble fpeech recommend-

ing to the Houfe the adoption of a middle and mo-

derate plan, fuch as would reconcile the interefts of

the Weft India Iflands with the eventual abolition

of the trade, thought proper to move that the word

" gradual" might be inferted before " abolition."

Mr. Pitt, who had invariably fupported the mea-

fure of abolition, not as a Minifter merely, but as a

man feeling for all mankind, declared his decided

difapprobation of the amendment propofed by

his Right Honorable Friend ; and, in a fpeech

fraught with argument and eloquence, conjured

the Houfe not to poftpone even for an hour the

great and necefTary work of abolition. " Reflect,"

faid Mr. Pitt, " on the 80,000 pcrfons annually

torn from their native land ! on the connections

which are broken ! on the friendfhips, attachments

and rclationthips that are burft afunder ! There is

fomething in the horror of it that furpafles all the

bounds of imagination. How fliall we repair the

mifchiefc
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mifchiefs we have brought upon that continent }

If, knowing the miferies we have caufed, we refufc

even now to put a flop to them, how greatly ag-

gravated will be the guilt of Britain ! Shall we

not rather count the days and hours that are fufFer-

ed to intervene, and to delay the accompliihment

of fuch a work ? I trufl we {hall not think our-

felves too liberal, if we give to Africa the common

chance of civilization with the reitofthe world.

If we liflen to the voice of reafon and duty, and

purfue this night the line of conducl which they

prefcribe, fome of us may live to fee a reverfe of

that piclure from which we now turn our eyes with

fhame and regret. We may live to behold the

natives of Africa engaged in the calm occupations

of indultry, in the purfuits of a jufl and legitimate

commerce. We may behold the beams of fcience

and philofophy breaking in upon their land, which,

at fome happy period in flill later times, may blaze

with full luflre ; and, joining their influence to that

of pure religion, may illuminate and invigorate

the moil diftant extremities of that immenfe con-

tinent. Then may we hope, that even Africa,

though laft of all the quarters of the globe, fhall

enjoy at length in the evening of her days thofe

bleffings which have defcended fo plentifully upon
us in a much earlie;- period of the world

—

Nos primus equis oriens afflavit anhelis
;

Illic fera rubens accendit lumina vefper.

In
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In this view, as an atonement for our long ana

cruel injuftiee towards Africa, the meafure now

before the Houfe moft forcibly recommends itfekf

to my mind. The great and happy change to be

expected in the ftate of her inhabitants is, of all

the various and important benefits of the abolition,

in my estimation incomparably the moft extenfive

and important." Thus nobly can Mr. Pitt at times

redeem his errors, and deviations from rcclitudc

;

and ftill preferve a place in the eftecm of the wife,

and affection of the good. The amendment of

Mr. Dundas was neverthelefs carried on the di-

vifion by a majority of 63 voices. On which he

fublequently moved, " that the importation of ne-

groes into the Britifh colonies mould ccafe on the

lit. ofJanuary 1800." This, on the motion ofLord

Mornington, was after great difficulty and debate

altered to January 1, 1796. A fcries of refolutions

founded on this bafis were then agreed to, and fent

up for the concurrence of the Lords.

But thefe refolutions were fated to meet with a

very cold reception in the Upper Houfe ; and from al

large proportion of their Lordfhips a moft determin-

ed oppolition. As this was a favorite meafure with

the nation, and had indeed been fupported in a

peculiar manner by the voice of the people, they

were highly and juftly offended to fee the Duke of

Clarence, third fon of the King, commence his

career (A' public life with a violent declamation

againil.
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againtl the abolition, and invective againft. its ad-

vocates ; whom he falfcly and foolifhly reprefented

as actuated by the fpirit of political and religious

fanaticifm. With a view to protract, and if pof-*

fible to difmifs the bufinefs, the Lord Chancellor

moved, " that evidence be heard, not before a fe-

Icct committee, according to the proposition of

Lord Grenville, but at the bar of the Houfe." This

was feconded by Lord Hawkefbury, the well known

and inveterate enemy of the abolition ; of whom
it has ben affirmed with the utmoft bitternefs of

farcafm, " that in fpite of the habitual fraud and

falfehood of his character, he is earner! and fincere

in his contempt of virtue and hatred of freedom."

The motion being carried, the Houfe ilept over

the bufinefs during the remainder of the feffion.

Mr. Pitt having, in his fpeech on the motion for

the repeal of the Ted, avowed in the moft une-

quivocal and wiguarded terms the right of the

Diilenters to a full and complete toleration ; Mr.

Fox embraced the opportunity of bringing for-

ward in the courfe of this feffion a motion for the

repeal of thofe penal flat utes, which, notwithstand-

ing the exigence of the Toleration Act, were ftill

in force againft thofe who in any manner impugned

the doctrine of the Trinity. He fhewed from

a specification of authentic facts, that thefe laws

were far from being a mere dead letter ; not to

mention the hatred and opprobrium which they

were
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were the means of creating. Such was the wretched

bigotry foftered and cherifhed by thefe laws, that

a Bifhop of the Church (Dr. Horsley) had not

icrupled in a recent publication to declare " that,

Unitarianifm being herefy, even the moral good

of the Unitarians was fin." Mr. Fox exprefTed

his ardent wifh to extirpate herefy by fire—not

indeed in the old mode of burning heretics, but

by burning all thofe ftatutes which formed the code

of perfecution." Mr. Pitt appeared on this occa-

fion fomewhat embarraffed, and refted his oppofi-

tion chiefly on the difufe and oblivion into which

the acls in queftion had fallen, and the dangerous

alarm which might be excited by the repeal—dif-

claiming in warm terms the principles and cha-

racter of a perfecutor. Mr. Fox in reply remarked,

that he knew not how to diftinguifh between a

perfecutor and an advocate for penal laws in mat-

ters of religion, which was the precife definition

of the term. As to the general alarm, of which

Mr. Pitt was apprchenfive, it was the bittereft

fatire upon the fpirit of his own Adminiftration, to

fuppofe the temper ofthe public lb fatally changed,

as not to endure the repeal of laws fo execrable,

and till a recent period to generally the fubjecl. of

execration. Mr. Fox's motion was rejected by a

majority of 79 voices *.

On

* As a ftriking hiftoric contrail to the fpirit difplaycd by the

Britife
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On the a 1 ft of May, Mr. Whithread brought

forward a motion of enquiry on the fubjecl of the

Birmingham

Britifh Government at this period, it may not be improper to

feleft a few priffages from the Speech of M. Rabaud de St.

Etienne, a Proteftant Clergyman and Member of the National

Afiembly, on moving the 10th Article of the Declaration of

ilights, on the fubjeft of Religious Toleration, and which was

received by the Afiembly with the highefl approbation and ap-

plaufe.—" Liberty is a common right. All citizens have a right

to it, or no one has. He that would deprive others of their

liberty, attacks his own, and deferves to lofe it. Shall in the

1 8th century the barbarous policy be adhered to of dividing a

nation into a favored and a difgraced cajle ?—I will not do the

nation the injuftice to fuppofe, that it could pronounce the

word Intolerance. But, Gentlemen, it is not Toleration that I

plead for—it is Liberty. Toleration ! Sufferance ! Pardon !

Clemency ! What ideas of injuftice do not thefe words convey,

if difference of opinion be indeed no crime ? Toleration ! For

ever be profcribed the word, which holds us out as Citizens that

deferve pity ; which exhibits us as culpable perfons, who require

pardon from thofe whom chance or education leads to think in a

manner different from ourfelves ! Error, Gentlemen, is not a

crime. He who profeffes it, takes it for truth—it is truth to

him—he is obliged to profeis it, and no man, no fociety of men

has a right to forbid him. And who, Gentlemen, in this mix-

ture of error and truth, who is he that will dare to affirm he

has never been deceived—that truth is conftantly with him, and

error with others ? I d:mand then, Gentlemen, for the French

Proteftants, for all the Non-Catholics of the kingdom, that they

be placed on the fame footing in every thing, and without any

referve, with all the other Citizens.—Permit it not, Gentlemen,

generous and free Nation ! do not allow to be cited as a precedent

for you, the example of thofe nations, who, ftill intolerant, pro"

fcribe
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Birmingham riots. He introduced this motion by

on excellent fpcech, containing a copious ftatement

of the facts and circumllances which led to a fuf-

picion, that the Magiftrates had been moft cul-

pably remifs in their duty on this occafion ; and

even that Miniflers had been negligent in their

exertions for the fuppreffion of thofe diforders.

Mr. Whitbread referred theHoufe to the proceed-

ings of a former Hoaie of Commons, who, on a

fimilar occafion, A. D. 1716, had addrefled the

King (Geo. I.) in terms expreffive of the utmofl

fcribe your worihip amongft them. You are not defigned ta

receive examples, but to give them. Europe, which afpire* to

Liberty, expects from you great leffons, and you are worthy to

furnifh them.—You are too wife, Gentlemen, to be aitomlhed

that there are men who think differently from you ; who wor-

ship God in another manner than you do ; and you will not re-

gard the difference of opinion as an injury done to you. Taught

by the experience of ages, by the errors and the fufferings of your

anceilors, you will fay without doubt, It is time to lay afide

the fword of perfection fo deeply flained with the blood of

our countrymen. It is time to reflore to them their too-long-

forgotten rights. It ia time to break in pieces thofe unjufl bar-

riers which feparate them from us ; and to unite in one common
bond of afFeftion thefe oppreffed and profcribed Citizens, fo

long eflranged from the bofom of their country. They will pre*

fent themfelves to you covered wjth the blood of their fathers,

and they will fhew you the marks of their own chains My
country is free. Let her fhew herfelf worthy of Liberty, by
equally imparting it to all claffes of Citizens, without diitinc-

tipn of rank, birth, or religion,"

indignation
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indignation and abhorrence of the fpirit which had

incited thofe atrocious outrages ; and requeuing

that full compenfation might be made to the fuf-

ferers. Mr. Whitbread infilled on the difgrace

which England would incur in the view of Eu-

rope, if a man, who had done fo much honor to

his country by his philofophical and literary ta-

lents,
l

as Dr. Prieftley, mould fail to obtain a fig-

nal reparation for the injuries he had fultained,

" Should he," faid this animated fpcaker, (i by the

fpirit of perfecution be compelled to abandon his

native foil, there is no nation which would not bs

ready and eager to afford him an afylum. He
can go to no country where his fame has not gone

before him." Mr. Whitbread faid, " he knew

that toleration was the language in faihion ; but it

was very eafy for men to have toleration on their

lips, and perfecution in their hearts/' Mr. Secre-

tary Dundas, in reply, vindicated the Government

very fatisfactorily from the fufpicion of not having

exerted themfelves to the utmoft in quelling the

riots. He faid, "• that Government did not pro-

fecute the Magifiratcs who were charged with ne-

glect of duty, becaufe the Attorney General was of

opinion, that there was no probability of conviction,

and an ineffectual profecution might be attended

with very difagreeable confequences." Mr. Whit-

bread's motion was ably fiipported by Mr. Smith

and Mr. Windham, but more particularly by Mr.

Grey,
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Grey, in an admirable fpeech, well deferving deep

and permanent attention.

In anfwer to fome harfh reflections of Mr.

Dundas, on the recent conduct of the Dirlenters,

Mr. Grey thus nobly and eloquently exprefled

himfelf: " I do not, Sir, Hand here as the

profeffed advocate of the Dirlenters ; but whilft

we exclaim againft the rath and intemperate lan-

guage of fome amongfl the Dirlenters, let us im-

partially and ferioufly afk ourfelves, if no juft caufe

has been given to them of difcontent or of refent-

ment ? It is well known, that the Dirlenters have

ever diftinguifhed themfelves as the zealous advo-

cates of the glorious Revolution—that they have

been always numbered amongfl the mod firm and

Heady adherents of the Proteftant fucccflion, and

of the illuflrious Houfe of Hanover when that fuc-

ceffion was fuppofed with reafon to be in danger

;

and at a time when the reigning family did not

depend upon the Church as its chiefbulwark and

fupport. Confcious of their fidelity and attach-

ment to the government under which they lived

—

an attachment which the circumflances of the

times afforded them frequent and decifive occa-

sions to demonflrate—exercifing under the exprefs

fanclion of the State their inherent right of pri-

vate judgment in religion—they at length applied

to the Legiflature to be reflored to the privileges

of citizens, of which they had been fo long un~

juftly
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juftly diverted. When this claim was refufed with

every circumftance of indignity and infult—when

they were branded as the implacable enemies of

the State—when they were reproached, notwith-

standing their uniformly peaceable demeanor, as fe-

ditious and factious hypocrites—when the ridicu-

lous and obfolete Tory clamor was revived, that

the Church was in danger—when they were

told l that the extent of their loyalty might be

meafured by the blood of a King—can we won-

der that they mould difcover the paffions and feel-

ing of men ?—that anger fhould beget anger

—

4hat in the collifion ofzeal againfl zeal, the voice of

reafon fhould be overborne and loft ? Are we re-

ally defirous of eftablifhing univerfal and perma-

nent content and fatisfaclion ? The experience of

all ages fhews, that the only effectual mode is to

annihilate all legal oppreffion. While the fpirit of

intolerance predominates in the counfels of any

country, there will neceffarily be difcontent, re-

fentment, and anger. And it is in vain to expect

to obviate the evil confequences of fuch a fyftera;

or to re-eftablifh the general tranquillity, by adding

contumely to oppreffion, or by an attempt to

defend injuftice by falfehood. We are ourfelves

zealoufly attached to the Conftitution, becaufe we

enjoy in their full extent the privileges and immu-

nities derived from it. But what right have we to

expect the fame attachment from thofe who are

Vol. IV. B b excluded
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excluded from thefe privileges ? Though to us the

Conftitution is the object of affection and reve-

rence, to them whom it injures and opprefles it is

an odious and tyrannic Conftitution. Wherever

political partialities prevail, and political diftinftions

are injurioufly admitted, there political animosities

will be excited. Such is the nature of man ; and

of this we may reft aftured, that equity is the only

fafe and permanent bafis of policy : and till we

determine to regulate our conduct by this princi-

ple, difcontents and animofities muft and will

prevail. And the diforders and commotions which

we now lament, are the genuine offspring of that

policy to which unhappily for our peace and fecu-

rity we are (till refolved to adhere." The motion

was finally negatived by a great and deciiive ma-

jority.

The Libel Bill introduced in the laft feffion by

Mr. Fox, and which was loft in the Houfe of

Lords, was this feffion triumphantly carried through

both Houfes, and palled into a law—notwith-

standing the pertinacious oppefition of the Law

Lords Thurlow, Kenyon, and Bathiirft. The

Marquis of Lanfdowne farcaflically ohferved in

the debate, that he did not blame Lawyers for mak-

ing a ftand againft the prefent Bill. It was well

worth a ftruggle on the part of the profeffion. It

was a proud ambitious profeffion, defirous of ob-

taining power over all. And if the Noble Lord

at
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at the head of the King's Bench could overthrow

it, as his Lordfhip had ftudied politics as well as

law, he would reign Lord Paramount of England."

The Law Lords joined in a proterl: againft the Bill,

which will remain as a perpetual monument of the

triumph of common fenfe over legal and profef-

lional fubtilty.

Another point was alio gained during this {qC-

fion in favor of the general fyftem of freedom, by

a Bill introduced into the Houle of Peers by Lord

Elgin, for the relief of the Scottifh Epifcopalians,

who had long been fubject to heavy penalties on

the original ground of notorious difaffeclion to

the Revolution Eftablifhment. But, like other

high-flying and Jacobitical Tories, they were now

become moft confpiGuous for loyalty amongft the

loyal. An objedtion however was ftarted by the

Lord Chancellor, whether, according to a claufe

in the prefent Bill, fpecifying the defcription of

perfons to be relieved, the State could with propri-

ety recognize the validity of ordination by Bifhops

exercifing their functions independent of the State.

And, in his profound knowledge of ecclefiaftical

antiquity, his Lordfhip ventured even to intimate

his doubts, whether Bifhops could exift in any

Chriftian country not authorized by the State."

But his Lordfhip being afTured by the Bifhop of St,

Davids, who fpoke in favor of this " afflidted part

of the Church of Ch rift," that Chriftian Bifhops

B b 3 exijted
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exijled three hundred years before the happy alii-?

ance between Church and State took place, under

the aufpices of the Emperor ConrTantine the Great,

his Lordfhip was pleafed to declare himfelf fatif-

fied ; and the Bill pafTed without any farther op-

pofition.

In confequence of the fpirit of difcontent, and

even of difaffeclion, by which a confiderable pro-

portion of the community feemed at this period to

be animated, and which had given rife to various

political atibciations of an alarming nature, and in

which ideas ofgovernment reform were carried to

a vifionary and dangerous extreme ; it was thought

proper by many of the molt diftinguifhed advocates

of Constitutional Liberty, about this period to in-

ftitute a fociety under the name of the " Friends

of the People," for the fole purpofe of effecting a

Reform in Parliament on the principles fo often

ftated and fo ably enforced by Mr. Pitt, and

other judicious patrons of reform, prefaming that

all other neceflary and beneficial reforms would

follow in fafe and regular gradation. About

thirty Members of Parliament entered their names

as members of this Aflbciation, which alfo com-

prehended many of the moil eminent characters

in the kingdom, whether in refpecl of political or

literary ability. It is remarkable, that this moil

ufeful and laudi.ble aflbciation, this broad and lofty

mound thrown up for the defence of the Confu-

tation
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tution againft the rage of republican innovation,

feemed to excite more the alarm of the Govern-

ment than all the other affociations united. And
when Mr. Grey, himfelf a member of the new

fociety, gave notice of his intention to move, in

the courfe of the enfuing feffion, for an enquiry

into the ftate of the reprefentation, Mr. Pitt

rofe with unufual vehemence to declare " his

total difapprobation of introducing, at a period

fo critical and dangerous as the prefent, a difcuf-

fion of fuch difficulty and importance; This he

affirmed was not a time for experiments ; and if he

was called upon either to rifque this, or for evei4

to abandon all hopes of reform, he would fay he

had no hefitation in preferring the latter alter-

native. He faw with concern the Gentlemen to

whom he alluded, virtually united with others

who profefled the reform of abufes, and meant

the fubverfion of government." The expediency

and policy of timely and temperate reform were on

the other hand powerfully argued by the friends of

the projected mofion. " As to the obnoxious allies

of the late aflbciators, Mr. Fox faid, the objection

might be completely retorted by alking the Mini-

fter,
£ Whom have you for your allies ?' On the one

part there are infuriated republicans, on the other

the Haves of defpotifm. The flrft are the raffi

zealots of liberty, the latter its inveterate and de-

termined foes.' The confternation of the Mini-

B b 3 fters
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flers evidentally appeared by a Royal Procla-

MA.TION almoft immediately iffiied agalnft the

public difperlion of all feditious writings, and

again ft all illegal correfpondencies—exhorting the
,

Magiftrates to vigilance, and the People to fub-

miffion and obedience.

This proclamation being laid before the Houfe

(May 35), and an Addrefs moved of approbation

and fupport, it was oppofed by Mr. Grey with

much warmth, and the Proclamation itfelf con-

demned in fevere terms as a meamre infidious

and pernicious. The " diligent enquiry" en-

joined by the Proclamation after the authors and

diflributors of wicked andfeditious writings, could

only tend to eftablifh an odious and arbitrary fyf-

tem of espionage. This was the lyftem which

had made the old government of France fo much

the object of general deteftation, and it was a fyf-

tem unworthy of the Sovereign of a fret peo-

ple to recommend. Mr. Grey ftrongly intimated

his belief, that the real object of the Proclama-

tion was merely to difcredit the late Afibciation in

the view of the public."

This Mr. Pitt difclaimed in very explicit terms

;

and expreffed his high rcfpect for many of the

members of the AfTociation in queftion, declaring

" that he differed from them only in regard to the

time and mode which they had adopted for the

attainment of their object. The Aflbciation in

quciliun,
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queftion, he faid, did not come within the fcope

and purview of the Proclamation, which was level-

led againft the daring and feditious principles

which had been To affiduoufly propagated amongft

the people, under the plaufible and delufive ap-

pellation of the Rights of Man." The Addrefs

• was finally carried without a divifion, and receiv-

ing the concurrence of the Upper Houfe was pre-

fented in fonn to the King. It was followed by

Addreffes from all parts of the kingdom : and the

Miniftry, finding their ftrength, commenced pro-

fecutions againft a prodigious number ofoffenders,

amongft whom Thomas Paine flood mofl confpicu-

ous. Notwithstanding the profeffional ability of

Mr. Erfkine, whom he had engaged as his advo-

cate, he was found guilty of the charge ; but fore-

feeing the probability of this event, he hadprevi-

oufly abfeonded to France.

The attention of Parliament towards the conclu-

sion of the feffion was forcibly drawn to the fitu-

ation of India—for fome time pafl involved in a

general war, the origin and progrefs of which it

may be proper concilely to explain. From the aera

of the peace ofMangalore, concluded by the Com-

pany with Tippoo Saib in 1784, the power of that

Prince had been regarded as very formidable. He

was avowedly and devotedly attached to the inter-

efts of France, to which country he had foon after

that event fent a fplendid embafly, and eftablifhed

B b 4 an
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an intimate friendfhip and alliance. The period

however at length arrived, when, France being

occupied with other and greater objects, a fevere

vengeance might be fafely taken on the Tyrant

of Mysore for all his real or pretended perfi-

dies and oppreffions. The Dutch Eaft India Com-

pany had in the laft century conquered from the

Portuguefe two forts, fituated within the terri-

tory of My fore,' called Cranganore and Acottah.

Thefe they had recently difpofed of by purchafe

to the Rajah of Travancore, an ally of the Englifh

Company. Tippoo refenting the conduct of the

Dutch, and affirming that the Rajah had no right

to make any fuch purchafe within the limits of

his territory, marched a considerable military

force in the fummerof 1789 againft Cranganore,

with a profefTed intent to reduce it to his dominion.

The conduct of the Rajah in making the purchafe

in queftion, on fo precarious and invidious a title,

was feverely cenfured by the Government of Ma-
dras ; and Mr. Holland, the Prefident, warned

him to delift from his ambitious defigns.

In confequence of the powerful mediation thus

interpofed, Tippoo withdrew his troops, ftill, how-

ever, afferting his claim to the feudal fovereignty

of the forts, and offering, as it is faid, tofubmit his

pretentions to any impartial arbitration. But on

the 1 ft of May, 1790, the Rajah, relying, as it

aftci wards appeared, on the fupport of the fuperior

Prefidency
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Prefidency of Bengal, made an ofFenflve attack on

the army of Tippoo Sultan ; and the war having

thus commenced, the Englifh Government was

bound in honor andjujiice to defend their ally. This

the Company were the better enabled to do, not

merely from their knowledge ofthe Hate of France,

but from the treaties they had actually formed

with the Nizam of the Decan, and the Mahratta

States, for the exprefs purpofe of humbling the

power ofMyfore.

The grand Carnatic army immediately aflem-

bling, under the command of General Meadows,

marched through the fouthern or Coimbetore

country, and penetrating the Ghauts or patles of

the mountains, advanced towards the city of

Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore.

On the weftern tide, the Bombay army, under

General Abercrombie, after reducing Cannanore

and feveral other places on the coatt, entered the

kingdom of Myfore ; which, notwith (landing the

pretended oppreffion ofthe Government, exhibited

every where the marks of the higheft cultivation

and profperity. The Sultan defending himfelf with

great refolution, and no mean difplay of military

Ikill, General Meadows found himfelfunder the ne-

ceffity ofretreating to the vicinity ofMadras; where,

in the month of Decembr (1790), Lord Cornwallis

afTumed the command of the army in perfon.

The plan of the war was now entirely changed,

1 and
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and a grand effort refolvecl on, to force a paftage to

Seringapatam through the Country lying directly

wen1

ward of Madras.

On the 1 1 ft ofMarch, 1791, the important town

©fBangalorc was taken by ftorm, with little lofs on

the part of the Britifh, but with a dreadful carnage

of the unrelifting garrifon.

On the 15th of May, the army, by extraordinary

exertions, arrived in light of the fuperb capital of

Myfore, defended by the Sultan in perfon : and,

on the next day, an action took place, in which

Tippoo was faid to be defeated ; though he does

not appear to have fuftained any very confiderable

lofs : and the fwelling of the Cavery (in an ifland

formed by the branches of which Seringapatam is

fituated), together with the want of provifions,

compelled Lord Cornwallis to begin his retreat to

Bangalore, almoft before his victory could be

announced.

General Abercrombie,who had advanced through

the Ghauts on the oppoiite fide, with a view to form

a junction with Lord Cornwallis, was now alfo ob-

liged to lead back his army, fatigued, haraffed and

difappointed, over the mountains they had fo lately

and with fuch difficulty paired. During thefe trans-

actions the troops of the Nizam and the Mahrattas

kept difcreetly aloof, leaving the burden of the

war almoft entirely to the Britifh

.

But the next campaign, for which Lord Corn-

wallis
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Wallis made unremitted preparations, opened under

more favorable aufpices.

Early in February, 1792, the eaftern and weftern

armies, refuming their former plan of operations,

effected, before the end of the month, a junction

under the walls of Seringapatam ; the forces of

the Peifhwa and of the Nizam encamping alio at

a fmall diftance, and furnifhing to the Britifh army

a plentiful fupply of ftores and provisions.

On the 7th of February, a general attack was

made by moonlight on the lines of the Sultan,

which was attended with important effects ; Tip-

poo being compelled to relinquifh his former ad-

vantageous pofition, which covered his capital, and

Seringapatam was in confequence of this defeat

clofely and completely inverted.

The Situation ofTippoo being now in the higher!

degree alarming and almofl hopelefs, he thought

proper to fend a Vakeel to the camp of Lord Corn-

wallis to fue for peace ; which the Britifh General

granted on the fevere terms, 1 . Of his ceding one

half of his dominions to the Allied Powers, a. Ojf

paying three crores and thirty lacks of rupees, as

an indemnification for the expences of the war.

3. The releafe of all prifoners ; and, 4. The de-

livery of two of his fons as hoftages for the due

performance of the treaty.

On the 26th of February, the Princes, each

mounted on an elephant magnificently caparifoned,

proceeded
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proceeded to the Britifh camp, where they were

received by Lord Cornwall is with all pofiible de-

monstrations ofkindnefs and affection. The eldeft,

Abdul-KaliCj was about ten ; the younger, Mirza-

ud-Dcen, about eight years of age. The Princes

were attired in white muflin robes, with red tur-

bans richly adorned with pearls, and they conduct-

ed themfelves with a politenefs and propriety which

aftonifhed the lpectators.

On the 19th of March, 1792,, the definitive

treaty, figned by the Sultan, was delivered by the

young Princes, with great folemnity, into the hands

of Lord Cornwallis ; but the fums fpecified in the

fecond article not being actually paid, the Princes

ftill remained under the fafeguard and cuftody of

his Lordfhip.

Though the entire knowledge of thefe tranfac-

tions had not reached England when the affairs of

India came under the difcuffion of the Houfe of

Commons, Mr. Dundas ftatcd the general fituation

of the Company to be in the higher!: degree flou^

rifbing ; and, by an intricate deduction of figures,

he (hewed the furplus of the Bengal revenue for

the preceding year to be no lefs than eleven hun-

dred thoufand pounds. " The flourifhing fiate of

.the revenue was however remarked by Mr. Fran-^

cis to be not precifely the fame thing with the flou-

rifhing ftate of the country, which might be ill

able to bear the weight of thefe impofitions. The

feizures
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ieizures for non-payment of the land revenue were,

he faid, mod alarmingly notorious : and he held in

his hand, at that moment, two Bengal advertife-

ments, the one announcing the fale of feventeen

villages, the other of forty-two."

This difcuffion took place on the 5th ofJune ;

and on the 15th the feflion clofed with a fpeech

from the throne, in which his Majefty exprefled to

the two Houfes '• his great concern at the actual

commencement of hoftili . in different parts of

Europe, afTuring them that his principal care would

be to preferve to his people the uninterrupted blef-

lings of PEACE."

The fecond National Aflembly of France met

October 1, 1791. By an a61 of patriotic difmte-

reftednefs, very indifcreet in its nature, and perni-

cious in its confequences, the late Aflembly had

decreed, that no perfon fhould be eligible to two

fucceflive legiflatures. The prefent Aflembly,

therefore, was neceflhrily deftitute of the expe-

rience, and, according to the general opinion, of

the talents likewife of the former. And being

chofen at the precife period when the national re-

fentment was at the higheft pitch, they were of a

much more anti-monarchical complexion. The

opening fpeech of the King was received neverthe-

lefs with grea^t applaufe ; and the Prcfident replied

in terms of confidence and refpccl, exprefling the

united with of the Aflembly to comply with the

benevolent
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benevolent and patriotic views of the King. " Such,

Sire," faid he, " is our duty, fnch are our hopes,

and the gratitude and bleffings of the people will

be our reward." The profpecT, however, was

quickly ovcrcaft. By the King's exprefs defire, on

his acceptance of the Conftitutional Act:, a decree

of indemnity had pafled refpecting the emigrants,

without any exception whatever, on the condition

of their returning to their country within a limited

time. But the Agent deputed on this commiflion

to the Princes at Coblentz was not only treated

with contempt and infult, but actually imprifoned,

on pretence of his want of paflport.

In confequence of this outrage, and of the con-

tinuance of the hoftile preparations ofthe emigrants,

a decree pafled the AfTembly early in November

(1791), declaring Prince Louis Stanillaus Xavier

to have forfeited, in cafe he do not return to the

kingdom in two months, his eventual claim to the

Regency ; and, by a fubfequent decree, the Aflem-

bly pronounced the French hoflilely aflbmbled on

the frontier, guilty of a confpiracy againft their

country, in cafe they did not return before the ift

of January 1792 ; incurring thereby the forfeiture

of their eftates during their lives, but without pre-

judice to their children.

On the 1 8th of November a fevere decree pafled

the AfTembly againft the nonjuring Clergy, who

were accufed, with too much reafon, of feditiousand

mciv'ic practices, To.
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To both thefe decrees the King, infenfible or

carelefs of confequence*., oppofed his Royal veto.

The Aflembly, aftonifhed at the conduct of the

King, addrefTed him to take effectual meafnres to

prevent the dangers which menaced the country.

The King, in reply, aflhred the Aflembly, that the

Emperor had done all that could be expected from

a faithful a//v. by forbidding and difperfing all

aflemblages of Emigrants within his ftates. And
he had acquainted the Elector of Treves, that if

he did not, before the 15th of January, put a flop

to all hoftile difpofitions, he fhould be obliged to

confider him as the enemy of France.

The Aflembly, however, were not lulled to fe-

curity by thefe empty profeflions. Whatever was

done in favor of the emigrants by the German
Princes, was plainly done under the fanclion of

the Emperor ; and it was now publicly known that

the Emperor had, in concert with the King of

Pruflia, figned a Convention at Pilnitz in Saxony,

Auguft 1 79 1, in the higheft degree inimical to

France, although -no intimation had been given

of this tranfadion from the Executive Power to

the Aflembly.

The fhort-lived popularity of the King was now
vanifhed, never to return. AddrefTes were pre-

fented to the Aflembly from every quarter of the

kingdom, indicating their diflatisfaclion with the

Court, and their confidence in the firmnefs and pa-

4 triotifm
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triotifm of the AfTembly. M. de Montmorin,

unable to withftand the torrent, religned his office,

and M. de LefTart fucceeded.

The republican party, in conference of the

inceflant tergiverfations of the Monarch, gained

great ftrength ; and, forming themfelves into a

club or fociety, affembling at the Convent of the

Jacobin Friars, recently diffolved, they acquired

the popular, and tince famous appellation of Ja-

cobins. The friends of monarchy, on the other

hand, had, from a fimilarity of circumfTances, ob-

tained the name of Feuillans.

The defigns of Leopold gradually unfolded.

On the 1 1 ft of December, official notice was given

to the French AmbafTador at the Court of Vienna,

that the Emperor, underftanding the Elector of

Treves to be under apprehenfions from France,

had been conftrained to order Marihal Bender to

march to his relief and protection.

The King, in communicating this intelligence

to the AfTembly, affected great furprifc at the re-

folution of the Emperor. " He could not per-

fuade himfelf that the good difpofitions of the Em-

peror were changed ; and wifhed to believe that

his Imperial Majefty had been deceived as to the

ftate of facts, and been made to fuppofe that the

Elector had indeed fulfilled ail the duties of good

neighbourhood."

Preparations were now at laft made for war ; but

the
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the defigns of the Emperor not being as yet ripe

for execution, the Elector of Treves thought fit

on a fudden to change his tone, and to engage that

within eight days the hoftile affemblages within

his dominions fhould be entirely difperfed. ~

The public difcontents and clamors againft the

King riling very high, and being charged almoft

openly with treachery to the Nation, his Majefty

was pleafed to write (February 17, 1792) a letter

to the AfTembly, contradicting in very haughty

terms thefe injurious reports, propagated by evil-

minded people to alarm the public, and calumniate

his intentions. " Nothing, he adds, keeps him at

Paris but his will; and whenever he has reafons to

leave it, he will not difguife them."

The correfpondence'between the Courts of Paris

• and Vienna being laid before the AfTembly on the

id of March, it appeared that the Imperial troops

in the Netherlands would fhortly amount to

ninety thoufand men. And the difpatch of the

Prince de Kaunitz (February 1 7) openly avowed

the concert formed with other powers for preferv-

hig unimpaired the Monarchy of France ; and was

throughout expreffed in terms of menace and hos-

tility, which left no doubt as to the ultimate deter-

mination of the Imperial Court. The AfTembly,

inflamed with this intelligence, rafhly and precipi-

tately impeached M. dc Lcfiart for criminal con-

Vol. IV. C c cealment
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ccalment and difobedience. He was fucceeded

by M. Dumourier.

On the flrft of March (1792) diedfuddenly of a

malignant fever, the Emperor Leopold II. He was

fucceeded by his fon Francis II. under the title of

King of Hungary ; but he was after a fhort interval

elected Emperor of the Romans. This event made

not the leaft change in the fyftem of Auftrian po-

licy. Scarcely was the new Monarch feated on

his throne, when he communicated to the Court of

Berlin his determination ftrictly and literally to ad-

here to the terms of the treaty of Pilnitz. The

King of France at this period, in conformity to his

weak and wavering policy, made another effort to

regain the ground he had loft, by nominating

March 2,3, after various unpopular difmiffions and

appointments, M. Roland to the interior depart-

ment, M. Claviere to that of Finance, and foon

after M. Servan to be Minifler of War—men who

pofTefled the entire efteem and confidence of the

Nation.

The categorical anfwer of the Court of Vienna

at length arrived, infifting, " 1. on the reftitution

of the feudal rights of the German Princes in Lor-

raine and Alface ; 1. the reftoration of Avignon

to the Pope; and 3. upon adequate fatisfaclion

that the neighboring powers fhall have no reafon

for the apprehenfion which arofe from the prefent

weaknefs
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wcakncfs of the internal Government of France."

The firfl two of thefe proportions being inadmiffi-

ble, and the laft unintelligible, war was on the 20th

of April declared againft the King of'Hungary.

At this crifis a very remarkable letter was written

in confidence by the King of France to the King

of England, doubtlefs by advice of his prefent po-

pular Minifters, expreffing in the moil flattering

terms his obligations to his Britannic Majefly for

his impartial conduct, and making the moll eager

advances to the formation of a treaty of amity and

alliance. " Between our two countries, fays the

French Monarch, new connections ought to take

place. I think I fee the remains of that rivalChip

which has done fo much mifchief to both, daily

wearing away. It becomes two Kings who have

diftinguifhed their reigns by a conflant delire to

promote the happinefs of their people, to connect

themfelves by fuch ties as will appear to be du-

rable in proportion as the two nations fhall have

clearer views of their own interests. I confider the

fuccefs of the alliance, in which I wifh you to con-

cur with as much zeal as I do, as of the higheft

importance. I confider it as necefTary to the usa-

bility of the rclpeclive conftitutions, and the in-

ternal tranquillity of our two kingdoms; and I

will add, that our union ought to command
peace to Europe."

It was indeed evident that at this period England

C c 2 might
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might have commanded peace upon her own terms.

Never did this country appear in a higher and

more exalted point of view than at this moment

;

but from that fatality which has governed almoft

invariably the counfels of the prefent reign, fhe

fufFered the glorious golden opportunity to pafs

by unnoticed and unimproved. A diftant and

evafive anfwer was returned ; England, it was af-

firmed, could not mediate without the affent and

approbation of both the parties—not recollecting

certainly the late armed mediation in favor of the

Ottoman Porte. And the patriots of France faw

clearly from this moment, that the utmoft they had

to expect from the policy of the Englifh Court

was a cold and fufpicious neutrality.

On the commencement of hoftilities M. Ro-

chambeau was constituted Commander in Chief of

the French armies, a feparate command being con-

ferred on M. de Fayette. The war began with an

unfuccefsful attack upon the cities of Tournay and

Mous. M. Rochambcau, conceiving difguft at the

conduct of the War Minifter, reflgned his com-

mand to M. Luckner, a veteran officer, by birth a

foreigner, and who had acquired great reputation

in the German war of 1756—being then in the

fervice of Hanover. The new General did not

difappoint the expectations of the public. On the

1 8th of June the important town of Courtray fur-

rendered to the arms of France, and the example of

Courtray
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Courtray was foon followed by Mcnin, Ypres, and

St. Ghiflain ; but on a fuddena
to the aftonimment

of the world, thefe conqucfts were evacuated, and

the French armies retreated to their former ftations

in France. Marfhal Luckner fubfequently de-

clared, that in this bufinefs he acted in ftrict con-

formity to the pofitive orders received from the

King, who by this time had again adopted violent

and dangerous counfels. Into this perpetual fluc-

tuation of fyftem there enters without doubt at

lead as much of imbecility as of treachery. Hav-

ing no clear difcernment of his own interefi, and

placing no reliance upon his own judgment, he

was willing in a fituation of unparalleled difficulty

to make trial of any plan that was recommended

to him from any quarter. It was truly faid of him,

" La derniere venue avo'it -prejque toujours raifon avec

lui." At the prefent criiis his characteriftic weak-

nefs fcemed to approach the limits of abfolute in-

fatuation.

On the 6th ofJune a decree palled the AfTembly,

on the fuggeftion of the Military Committee, for

forming a camp of twenty thoufand men in the

vicinity of Paris. To this the King refufed his fanc-

tion. The decree againft the refractory clergy,

which with fome variations had a fecond time pafTed

the AfTembly, was alfo rendered ineffectual by the

royal veto; and to crown all, the King on the

1 2th of June announced in pcrfon to the AfTembly

C c 3 the
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the difmiffion of the popular Minifters Roland,

Scrvan, and Claviere : and in a fhort time M. Du-

mourier alio refigned his office. Previous to this

event M. Roland wrote that celebrated letter to

the King, which, had it not been written othcrwifc

in the rolls of Fate or Providence, might have faved

the Monarch and the Monarchy. " The fermen-

tation is extreme, fays this firm and virtuous pa-

triot, in the various parts ofthe empire ; it will burft

upon us with a dreadful explosion, unlefs it

be calmed by a well-founded confidence in your

Majefty's intentions: but this* confidence will not

be eftablifhqd by mere promifes and protections—
it can reft upon facts only. The French Nation

know their Conftitution can fuftain itfelf; that Go-

vernment will have all neceflary aid whenever your

Majcfty, wifhing well to the Conftitution, fliall

fupport the Legiflative Body by cauling their de-

crees to be executed, and remove every pretext

for popular difiatisfaction, and every hope of the

malcontents. The Revolution is eftablifhcd in the

public mind ; it will be completed by the effufion

of blood/ ifwifdom do not guard againft evils which

can yet be prevented. If force were recurred to,

all France would rife with indignation ; and, dif-

fracted by the horrors of a civil war, fhe would

difplay that gloomy energy, the parent of virtues

and of crimes, ever fatal to thofe who provoke it."

After this fatal ftep, a fucceffion of Minifters, or

phantoms
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phantoms of Minifters, patted rapidly over the

ftage ; the general flate of things verged towards

anarchy, the pillars of the State feetned to bow, and

the fabric of Government tottered to its fall.

On the aoth of June an immenfe crowd aflem-

bled in the gardens of the Tuilleries, and, the gates

of the Palace being thrown open, the populace en-

tered into the apartment of the King. One of their

leaders, more daring than the reft, producing a red

cap, the fymbol of Liberty, defired the King to put

it on. He complied ; and, in anfwer to the incefTant

and clamorous demands of the mob, he repeatedly

declared, " that it was his firm intention to pre-

ferve the Constitution inviolate." Though the in-

fults which the unfortunate Monarch was com-

pelled to endure were grievous, no further injury

was fuftained, and at the approach of night the

people were perfuaded to difperfe. The King

made a formal complaint of this outrage to the.

Aflembly ; but, in the pretent Situation of things,

they could as eafily calm the ftorms of the ocean

as the tumults of the people.

At this crilis M. de Fayette, quitting his army

without leave or propriety, prefented hirnfelf unex-

pectedly at the bar of the Aflembly, befeeching
?
or

rather demanding, of them " to fave their country

from ruin, by diflblving the factious clubs, and

inflicting exemplary punilhment on the late dif-

iurbers of the public peace." By this moll im-

C c 4 prudent



39 2 K. GEORGE III.

prudent and unwarrantable ftep that General en-

tirely loft the confidence of the Nation, and in-

curred for this dangerous and unconftitutional in-

terference the fevere cenfure of the AfTembly ; and

he returned irt a fhort time full of refentment and

chagrin to his poft in the army.

On the i ft of July it was proclaimed by the Af-

fembly, " that the country was in danger." " Your

Conftitution, citizens, fay they, reftores the princi-

ples ofeternal juftice ; a league of Kings is formed

to deftroy it—their battalions are advancing." The

political horizon in France exhibited the deepeft

gloom. On the 14th of July the third anniver-

fary of the Revolution was celebrated; but inftead

of the animating fhout of Five 1e Roi ! nothing

was heard but the clamorous vociferations of Vi-

vent les Jacobins ! A has le Veto !

It was in a fhort time after this ceremony an-

nounced, that the combined armies of Auftria and

Pruffia had entered France under the Duke of

Brunfwic, who had on the 25th of July iftlied a

proclamation which feemed purpofely calculated

to complete the ruin of the King. In this famous

manifeito the moft dreadful vengeance is de-

nounced againft the French nation. Such of

them as are found in arms againft the troops of the

allied powers, are threatened to be punifhed as

rebels to their King, and deftroyers of the pub-

lic tranquillity ; and the city of Paris, in cafe the

King,
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King, Queen, and the Royal Family are not im-

mediately/^ at liberty, is to be delivered up to the

horrors of military execution.

This filled up the meafure of the popular fury.

It was not doubted but the King had authorized

the ufe thus made of his name, and matters were

almoft immediately brought to a crifis. On the 3d

of Auguft M. Petion at the head of the feetions of

Paris appeared at the bar of the National Aflembly,

to demand the decheance of the King. A peti-

tion of the fame tenor was prefented by a countlefs

multitude on the 6th, and the Aflembly had ap~

pointed the 10th of Augufl to decide upon this

grand queflion ; but the difeuffion was dreadfully

antieipated. Early on the morning of the 10th

the palace of the Tuilleries was attacked by the

Parifian populace ; and being refolutely defended

by the Swifs Guards, a moft bloody conflict took

place, which terminated in the total defeat and de-

ftruction ofthe Guards, and the complete triumph

of the Parifians. The King at the commencement

of the engagement had—not certainly in the (pint

of Henry IV.—made his retreat acrofs the gardens

. of the Tuillcries* with the Queen, to the Hall of

the Aflembly, who continued their fitting in the

midft of this unexampled fcene of terror and con-

fulion, and the inccflant noifc of mufquetry and

cannon. All freedom of deliberation was now at an

end. A decree pafTed without debate, declaring

the



394 K. GEORGE III.

the Executive Power fufpended, and fummoning a

National Convention to meet on the 20th of Sep-

tember. The King and Queen meanwhile were

committed clofe prifoners to the Temple. A mofl

fpirited justificatory declaration of the mcafure of

fufpenfion was publifhed by the Afiembly, con-

cluding with thefe words :
' ( We have difcharged

onr duty in fcizing with courage on the only means

of preferving liberty that occurred to our confide-

ration ; we mall be fpared remorfe at Icaft, nor

fhall we have to reproach ourfelvcs with having

fecn a means of faving our country and not hav-

ing embraced it."

On the following day a new Provisional Execu-

tive Council was appointed, confifting of the popu-

lar Minilters Roland, Servan, and Clavierc, dif-

miflcd by the King ; to whom was added M. Le

Brun, as Minifter of Foreign Affairs. M. Luckncr,

M. Dumouricr now acting in the capacity of Gene-

ral in the Army, and the other Commanders, fub-

mitted with rcadinefs to the authority of the AfTem-

bly. M. Fayette alone attempted refiftance ; but

finding himfelf wholly unfupported by his troops,

he was obliged to make a precipitate efcape. Being •

intercepted in his flight, and delivered up to the

Pruffians, he was committed clofe prifoner to the

fortrefs of Spandau, where he has been treated

with a feverity not to be wholly afcribed to the

part taken by him in the late Revolution. The

combined
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combined armies of Auftria and Pruflia in the mean

time made a rapid and alarming progrefs. The

town of Longvvy furrendcrcd on the 2 1 ft of Au-

guftj and in a few clays afterwards that of Verdun;

yet even in thefe eircumftances the National Af-

fembly had the magnanimity to declare war againft

the King of Sardinia, who had given repeated and

flagrant proofs of his hoftile difpofrtion towards

France.

Since the depofition of the King the prifons had

been filled with perfons accufed or fufpected of

difafTecHon to the exifting government ; and a

fort of phrenfv feizing the populace on the expected,

approach of the Duke, the prifons were forced

open on the night of the 2d of September, and a

molt horrid and indifcriminate maflacre of the pri-

soners took place. It is faid that, application being

made on this occafion to M. Danton, Miniftcr of

Justice, to intcrpofe his authority in order to put

a flop to thefe dcteftable enormities, he replied,

" When the people have done their part I will

perform mine."

On the 20th of September the National Con-

vention met at Paris, and a decree immediately

pafled by acclamation for the eternal abolition of

Royalty in France. Such had been the intidious

negligence of the Court, that the country was

wholly unprepared for its defence ; and M. Du-

mourier, to whom the deftiny of France was now

cntruftcd,
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entrufted, could fcarcely oppofc thirty thoufand

men to the army of the Duke of. Brunfwic, con-

lifting of eighty thoufand. With this fmall force

he determined to make his Hand at the Foreft of

Argonne, the pafles of which after repeated at-

tempts the Duke found himfelf unable to force.

The French army receiving continual reinforce-

ments, and the Pruftians fuffering under the united

evils of licknefs and famine, he was compelled to

the humiliating neceffity of commencing his re-

treat on the i ft of October, and by the 1 8th the

Auftrian and Pruffian armies had completely eva-

cuated France *. By this time the French arms

* The noble Ode of Buchanan on the retreat of the Em-

peror Charles V. from Metz, addrefTed to Henry II. King of

Prance, is admirably applicable to the retreat of Brunfwic, and

the triumph of Dumourier.

v " Tu bellicofas dux bone Gallia;

Sperare promptam cunc"la fuperbiam

Compefcuifli : tu dedifti

Indomito laqueos furori.

Quis vultus illi ? qui dolor intimfs

Arfit medulhs ? Spiritus impotens

Cum clauftra fpedlaret Mofellje

Et juvenum intrepidam coronam.

Sic unda rupes fsvit in obvias
j

Claufus caminis ignis inasftuat

:

Hyrcana lie tigris cruento

Dente fuas furit in catenas."

were
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were triumphant in every quarter. General Mon-

tefquiou entering Savoy on the 20th of September,

was received with joyful acclamation at Chamberri

the capital, and the whole country fubmitted almoft

without refinance. On the other tide, the fortrefs

of Montalban and the entire county of Nice were

conquered by General Anfelm. On the banks of

the Rhine General Cuftine diftinguifhed himfelfby

the moft brilliant fuccefTes—reducing fucceffively

the cities of Worms, Spire, Mentz, and Frankfort.

Early in November General Dumourier entered

the Aufirian Netherlands ; and on the 5th of No-

vember, a day facred to liberty, attacking the

Aufirian entrenchments at Jemappe near Mons,

he gained a moft complete and fignal victory, the

confequences of which were decifive as to the fate

of the Netherlands. Mons inftantly furrendered.

Tournay, Oftend, Ghent, and Antwerp foon fol-

lowed ; and on the 14th the French General made

his triumphal entry into Bruffels. And before

the end of the year, the whole of the Auftrian

Low Countries, Luxembourg only excepted, to-

gether with the city and territory of Liege, were

fubjeeted by the victorious arms of France. Such

were the aftonifhing effects of that glorious en-

thufiafm, which can only be infpired by the love

of FREEDOM *
!

In
* Long had the Giant-form on Gallia's plains

Inglorious flept, unconfeious of his chains 5

Round
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In the midft of the exultation occasioned by

this unexampled feries of triumphs, a decree was

palled by acclamation in the AfTembly November

19, 1792, in the following terms:—" The Na-

tional Convention declare, in the name of the

French Nation, that they will grant fraternity and

affiffonce to all thofe people who wifh to procure

liberty. And they charge the Executive Power

to fend orders to the Generals to give afliftance

to fuch people ; and to defend citizens who have

fufFered and are now fuffering in the caufe of Li-

berty,"

This famous decree, which deferved to be con-

fidered in no other light than as a magnificent

Round his large limbs were wound a thoufand firings,

By the weak hands of Confeffbrs and Kings ;

O'er his clofed eyes a triple veil was bound,

And fteely rivets locked him to the ground

:

While ftern Baftille with iron cage inthralls-

His folded limbs, and hems in marble walls.

—Touch'd by the patriot flame, he rent amaz'd

The ilimfy bonds, and round and round him gaz'd" ;

Starts up from earth, above the admiring throng

Lifts his coloffal form, and towers along :

High o'er his foes his hundred arms he rears,

Ploughlhares his fwords, and pruning-hooks his fpears ;

Calls to the good and brave with voice that rolls

Like Heaven's own thunder round the echoing poles;

Gives to the winds his banner broad unfurl'd,

And gathers in its (hade the living world.

Darwin's Botanic Garden;

and
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and empty vaunt, was productive of very flrange

and ferious confequences. Two other decrees of

the Aflembly alio demand a fpecific notice : the

one creeling the Duchy of Savoy into an 84th

department of the French Republic, contrary to

a fundamental article of the Conftitution, by which

fhe renounced all foreign conqucft : the other,

on the capture of Antwerps declaratory of the

freedom of navigation on the river Scheldt.

Before we revert to the affairs of Great Britain,

it may be proper tranfiently to notice the Situation

of the different Powers of Europe not actually en-

gaged in the crufade againit France.

Great pains had been taken by the Courts of

Vienna and St. Petersburg to engage the Repub-

lic of Poland in the lafl war againft Turkey ; and

the King of Poland had been perfonally prefent at

the memorable interview of Cherfon. But the

fervile dependency on Ruffia, in which the Re-

public had been held fince the aera of the accef-

fion of Staniilaus, was odious to the Poles ; and a

new interefl—that of Prussia—had lately gained

the afcendency in the Diet, under the favorable

aufpices of which Poland fcemed for a time to re-

cover fome fhare of importance in the European

fcale of power. The proportion of war was re-

jc- '

; and a treaty of amity and defenfivc alli-

ance concluded with Pruffia February 1790, In

3 the
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the Diet held at Warfaw May 1791, a new con-*

iiitutional code was announced and promulgated,

to the great joy of the nation, deeply fenfible of

the evils refulting from her former inefficient and

defective form of government. By the new for-

mula the crown of Poland was declared to be he-

reditary, and the executive power veiled folely in

the Monarch. The privileges of the Ariftocracy

were circumfcribed within narrower limits, and

the bleffings of liberty in fome degree extended

to the mat's of the people. The King of Pruffia,

bv his Ambafiador at Warfaw, formally congratu-

lated the King and the Republic of Poland on this

happy event. But foon the fcene totally changed.

The Emprefs of Ruffia declared her entire difop-

probation of the late Revolution, and, as the gua-

rantee of the former Conftitution, ordered an army

of one hundred thoufand men to enter the ter-

ritories of the Republic.

Finding no force fufficient to flop, or fcarcely

to impede their progrcls, the Ruffian Generals

proceeded to Warfaw ; and the whole country be-

ing now in their hands, the new Conftitution was

forcibly and totally annulled at the enfuing Diet

of Grodno. The King of Pruffia, far from inter-

pofing in their behalf, with unexampled and un-

blufhing perfidy embraced eagerly the opportu-

nity of profiting by their diftrefs, and concluded

with
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with the Emprefs a fecond partition treaty, by

which the provinces of Volhinia, Podolia, and the

Ukraine, with the half of Lithuania which re-

mained to Poland on the former divifion, were af-

figned to Ruflia. And nearly the whole of Great

Poland, with the cities of Dantzick and Thorn,

were allotted to the King of Pruflia, from whom
this new acquifition of territory received the ap-

pellation of South Pruffia. The Manifefto of the

Court of Berlin publifhed on this occafion, and in

vindication of thefe proceedings, declared with

effrontery unparalleled, ie that the Poles, mifled

by defigning men, had cfiablifhcd a Government

fubverfive of all order in fociety, and deitruclive

bf all happinefs amongft individuals." All thefe

outrages and ufurpations the Diet of Grodno, re-

duced to the Iovveft flate of national humiliation,

was ultimately compelled to ratify.

The affairs of Sweden, fince the termination of

the war with Ruflia, remained in a perplexed

and critical fituation. The King of Sweden fum-

moned, in the beginning of 1792, a Diet to meet

at Gefle, a folitary and obfeure place on the bor-

ders of the Bothnic Gulf, 70 miles from Stock-

holm. During the fitting of the Diet the town

was filled with troops. Notwithftanding thefe

precautions, the demands and expectations of the

King were by no means anfwered ; and the Diet

was finally diffolved in anger. On his return to

Vol. IV. D d Stock-
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Stockholm he was aflaffinated at a mafquerade by

an officer of the name of Engerftrom, actuated

by the enthufiafm of public and the rancor of

perfonal revenge.

Ke was fucceeded by his fon Guftavus IV. a

youth of fourteen years of age: and the Regency

was veiled in the hands of the Duke of Sudcr-

mania, brother to the late King, who has con-

ducted himfelf in his high office with fingular

prudence and propriety. It was generally under-

„ flood that Guftavus III. had acceded to the con-

spiracy ofSovereigns again ft France, and had

even propofed to take the command of the com-

bined armies in perfon ; but the Regent main-

tained a ftricl and fcrupulous neutrality. The

fame wife plan was alfo ileadily purfued by Den-

mark, under the excellent and admirable admi-

niftration of Count Bernftorff. The Italian and

Helvetic Republics adopted the fame fafe and fa-

lutary fyflem. Spain alone appeared wavering and

indeciiive,- agitated by the alternate fluctuations of

policy and paffion.

In confequencc of the tranfaclions of the ioth

of Auguft, and the virtual depofition of the French

Monarch, Lord Gower, the Englifh AmbafTador

at Paris, received orders from the Court of London

to quit the kingdom, on the flight and frivolous

pretext, that, the functions of Royalty being fuf-

pended, his miffion was at an end. This recall

was
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was considered by the leading men in France, as

a certain and very ominous indication of the en-

mity of the Britifh Court : nevertheless, as a de-

mon ftration of their moderation, and folicitude for

peace, M. Chauvclin the French Ambafiador ftill

remained in London, though from this period un-

acknowledged in any public or authorifed capa-

city. The recall of the Engliih Ambafiador at

this critical moment, on the ground Slated by the

Englifh Court, fcemed to imply that appointments

of this nature are a mere matter of form and

compliment between Sovereigns : but if Ambaf-

fadors are considered in a higher and jufter light,

as the neceflary means of intercourse between na-

tion and nation, never could the recall of an Am-

bafiador take place at a period when his prefence

and Services wefe more indifpenfable.

On the fuccefs of the French arms in Flanders,

the Court of London gave a Still farther proof of

their 'inimical difpoiition, by making an eager,

officious, and un.'eucited otter of affiftance to the

States General in cafe of need. But their High

Mightincfles declared themfelves under no appre-

henfion of attack. Alio, in direct violation ofthe

Commercial Treaty, an exclusive embargo was

laid on vefiels freighted with corn for France.

The caufes of the depolition of the French Mo-
narch, and the nature of the provocations and in-

D d % juries
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juries which preceded and produced that event,

not being fufficiently undcrftood in England, it

made an impreffion very unfavorable upon the

minds of the generality of the people, already bi-

afTed and perverted by the inflammatory declama-

tions of Mr. Burke and his partifans. And the

horrid maflacres of September completely alienated

their minds from the Revolution, although thefe

deteftable enormities could not in any rational

fenfe be faid to originate in the Revolution, but

merely and folely in the oppofition made to its

eftablifhment. The nation was on a fudden ftruck

with terror at the idea of any political innovation of

any kind ; and the very name of reform became

the fubjecl of violent and indifcriminate repro-

bation.

Under the impreflion of this prevailing prepof-

fefiion, an Aflbciation openly countenanced by Go-

vernment was formed in London for the protec-

tion of Liberty and Property againfi: Republicans

and Levellers ; and an innumerable multitude of

pamphlets, in the popular form of letters, dialogues

and narratives, were circulated by this means

throughout the kingdom, inculcating an unrcferv-

ed fubmiflion to Government, on the old exploded

principles of Toryifm and High Churchifm. In

one of the moll notorious of thefe tracts it was

urged in favor of Monarchy, " that the King is

in
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m fcripture called the Lord's Anointed ; but

who, fay thefe profound politicians, ever heard of

an Anointed Republic ?"

The rage of aflbciating fpread rapidly through

the kingdom 5 and in every county, and almofl

every town, reiblutions were fubfcribed ftrongly

expremve of loyalty and attachment to the King

and Conftitution, and abhorrence of all levellino-o
and republican doctrines. The populace enter-

ing with violence into thefe fentiments, and

their pafrions being by the methods now put in

practice dangeroufly excited, the cry of Church
and King was vociferated with tremendous cla-

mors from the Tamar to the Tweed ; from the

Cliffs of Dover to the Hills of Cheviot.

Previous to this extraordinary difplay of loyalty,

it had been not unufual for the violent zealots of

Republicanifm in England to tranfmit addrefTes

to the Convention, declaratory in high-flown terms

of their applaufe and admiration. The molt re-

markable of thefe, entitled " An Addrefs 'from fe-

veral Patriotic Societies in England," was prefent-

ed. November 7, at the bar of the Convention,

containing, in addition to the accuftomed compli-

mentary expreffions, the moft indecent and inde-

fennble reflections upon the Government r.nd

Conftitution of their own country. " Whilft fo-

reign plunderers ravage your territories (fay thefe

Addreflers), an opfirejfedpart ofmankind, forgetting

D d 3 their



4°6 K, GEORGE III.

their own evils, are fenfible only of yours, and ad-

drefs their fervent prayers to the God of the uni-

verfe that he may be favorable to your caufe,

with which theirs is fo intimately connected.—De-

graded by an opprcilive fyftem of inquisition, the

infenfible but continual encroachments of which

quickly deprived this nation of its boafted liberty,

and reduced it almoft to that abject ftate of fla-

very from which you have fo glorioufly emanci-

pated yourfelves-^-FivE thousand Englifh ci-

tizens, fired with indignation, have the courage

to ftep forward to refcue their country from that

opprobrium which has been thrown on it by the

bafe conduct of thofe who- are invefted with power.

-—We fee with concern that the Elector of Ha-

nover unites his troops to thofe of traitors and

robbers : but the King of England will do well to

remember that England is not Hanover. Shoidd

he forget this, we will not forget it." The Pre-

sident of the Convention, in his anfwer to this

daring and infolcnt Addrefs, had the extreme in-

difcretion to ufe expreffions full of refpect and

complacency. " The fentiments of five thoufand

Britons," laid he, " devoted openly to the caufe

of mankind, exift without doubt in the hearts of all

the freemen in England." And what is ftill more

furprifing, copies of the Addrefs were ordered to

be fent to all the armies and departments of the

Republic.

The
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The true key to this moil impolitic, ram, and

infulting conduct of the Convention, fo far as the

acts of a democratic AiTembly, too oft proceeding

from the impulfe of the moment, can be traced to

iyftem, is, that in confequence of the number of

oftentatious, but really infigniiicant addrefles pre-

fented at their bar, they were moft egregioufly

deceived with refpect to the fentiments of the

people of England at this period ; and they fan-

cied that, by gratifying their rcfentment agamfl

the Court, they mould at the fame time recom-

mend themfelves to the Nation at large, with

whom it is certain that they ardently wifhed to

cultivate a good underftanding*.

The

* During the whole of our journey, fays an intelligent travel-

ler (December 1792), we remarked that the apprehenfion of a

war with England was peculiarly painful to the French. Though

flufhed with their late fuccefits, and confident againit a world in

arms, it was evident there was nothing they dreaded more than

fuch an event ; not merely on account of the mifchief that might

enfue, but becaufe it would force them to regard as enemies the

only nation in Europe they confidered as their friends.—All

along the road they anxipufly allced us what we thought would

be the confequence of the armament in England ? We frankly

told them we prefumed it would be war ; and generally obferved

a moment of (ilence and dejection follow the delivery of our opi-

nion. The imminence of hoftilities, however, in no degree di-

minifhed the refpect they (hewed us as Englifnmen : and not

only we did not meet with any thing like an infult in the whole

of our tour, but, on the contrary, wc experienced every where

D d 4 particular
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The decree of the 19th of November filled up

the mcafurc of their iniquity in the view of the

Court of London ; and in combination with the

obnoxious addrefles, it was regarded as little lefs

than an act of open aggreffion. Certainly the

Engliili Government had juft caufe of rcfenlment,

and an undoubted right to adequate reparation.

Unhappily the Court of London, inflamed with

indignation, fought not reparation merely, but

revenge. Her meafures being now determined

on, a Royal Proclamation was ifSued December 1,

1792, announcing the alarming intelligence, " that

notwithstanding the late proclamation of the 2 ill

of May, the utmort induftry was {till employed

by evil-difpofed perfbns within the kingdom, acl-

ing inconcert with perfons in foreign parts, with

a view to lubvert the Laws and Constitution ; and

that a Spirit of tumult and diforder, thereby excited,

particular kindnefs and attention. They feemed eager to court

our good opinion ; and frequently begged us not to aicribe to a

whole nation the faults of individuals, and not to charge their

Government with diforders its prefent Itate of vacillation render*

ed it incompetent to reprefs..— I confefs I mould never have fuf-

pected that I was travelling among a nation of favages, madmen,

and affaflins—I mould rather have wilhed with Shakespeare,

That thefe contending kingdoms,

England and France, whofe very fhores look pale

With envy of each other's happinefs,

May lofe their hatred.

Vide " Tour through the Theatre of War 1792."

had
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had lately fhewn itfelf in acts of riot and insur-

rection—And that, thefe canfes moving him

thereto, his Majefty had refolvcd forthwith to em-

body part of the militia of the kingdom."

On the fame day another proclamation was if-

fued for convening the Parliament (which flood

prorogued to the 3d of January, 1793) on the

13th of December; the law requiring, that if

the militia be drawn out during the recefs of Par-

liament, and this it can only be in cafe of inva-

fion or actual infurreftion, Parliament fhall be af-

femblcd within the fpace of fourteen days.

The public alarm caufed by thefe proceedings

was inexprefiible. Every one was convinced of

the exiftence of a plot, which was fo much the

more terrible, from its being invilible and incom-

prehenfible. The Minifter did not difdain to

heighten the general confternation by the pal-

pable artifices of marching troops to the metropo-

lis, of doubling the guard at the Bank, and of re-

pairing the fortifications of the Tower.

On the meeting of Parliament on the day ap-

pointed, the expreffions of the firft proclamation

were repeated in his Majefty's Speech ; towards the

concluiion of which the real views of the Court

became fufficiently manifeft. " I have, faid his

Majefty, carefully obferved a ftrict neutrality in

the prefent war on the Continent, and have uni-

formly abilained from any interference with re-

fpecl
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fpect to the internal government of France ; but

it is impoffible for me to fee without the moil fe-

rious uneaiinefs the ftrong and increafing indica-

tions which have appeared there, of an inten-

tion to excite ditlurbances in other countries, to

difregard the rights of neutral nations, and pur-

fue views of conquerr. and aggrandizement, as

well as to adopt towards my allies the States Ge-

neral meaiures which were neither conformable

to the law of nations nor to the pofitive ftipula-

tions of exifting treaties. Under thefe circum-

flances his Majeity thought it right to have re-

courfe to thofe means of prevention and internal

defence with which he was entrufted by law, and

to make fome augmentation of his naval and mi-

litary force."

On moving the Addrefs in anfwer to the Speech,

a memorable debate arofe. Never did the firength

and fuperiority of Mr. Fox's genius appear per-

haps fo confpicuous as in this moment of national

infatuation. " This," faid Mr. Fox, " is the moil

momentous crifis, not only that I have ever known,

but that I have ever read of in the hiftory of this

country—a crifis not merely interelting to ourfelves,

but to all nations ; and on the conduct of Parlia-

ment depends the fate of the Britifh Conftitution

—

perhaps the future happinefs of mankind. His

Majelty's Speech contains a variety of aflertions of

the moil extraordinary nature. We are told there

ex ills
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exifts at this moment an infurreclion in this king-

dom.—An insurrection !—where is it ? where

has it reared its head ? Although this inmrrection

has exifled fourteen days: Miniilers have o-iven us

no light whatever, no clue, no information where

to find it. There have been, as I underftand, and

as every one mud have heard, fome flight riots in

different parts ; but I afk, Were the various pre-*

texts of thefe different tumults, falfe, and ufed

only to cover an attempt to deftroy our happy

Conftitution ? I have heard of a tumult at Shields,

of another at Leith, of fomething of the fame na-

ture at Yarmouth and Dundee. But were the

tailors who demanded an increafe of their wages

actuated by a defign of overthrowing the Confti-

tution ? Is there a man in England who is credu-

lous enough to believe it ?—The Addrefs now

moved fays modeftly, ' We are forry to hear there

is an infuiTCCuion." Of the tumults in the fea-

ports we had fome previous knowledge, but the

insurrection we learn from his Majefty's Speech.

It has been alleged as a proof of difaffection, that

the countenances of many wore the face of joy

when the intelligence arrived of the Duke of

Brunfwick's retreat. What ! is it a fuflicient de-

monftration of rcpublicanifm, that men fhould re-

joice in the difcomfiture of the armies of Defpot-

ifm combating againft Liberty ? Could any man
who loves the Conftitution of this country with

fuccefs



412 K. GEORGE III.

fuccefs to the Duke of Brunfwic, after reading a

Manifeflo which violated every principle of juf-

tice, humanity, freedom, and true government ?

—

Who will dare to defend that fyftem of tyranny

and coercion, which infifls that Englishmen fhall

not indulge any genuine feelings of their own

—

which tells them that they muft not think but by

permiflion—that they muft rejoice and grieve as it

fuits the caprice or the plcafure of the Minifters ?

Are we to arraign a man for his fecret and fuppofed

defigns, and arrogate to ourfelves at once the pro-

vince and the power of the Deity ?—What inno-

cence can be fafe from this more than inquifitorial

oppreffion ?—Doubtlefs there are fpeculative per-

fons in this country who difapprove of the t) Item

of our Government : and there muft be fuch men

as long as the land is free, for it is of the very

eflence of freedom for men to differ upon fpecu-

lative points. From the inftant that opinion fhall

be held dependent upon the will of the Minifter

or the Magiftrate, I date the extinction of our li-

berties as a people."

In# paffing to that part of the King's Speech

which related to France, Mr. Fox afferted " that

there never was a period when this country had

fo much reafon to with for peace. Never was

there a period lefs favorable to a fyftem of hofti-

lity. How frequently have wars been prevented

by negotiation ! Why then difdain to negotiate

now ?



K. GEORGE III. 413,

now ?—Bccaufe we had no Minifter at Paris. And

why have we no Minifter ?—Becaufe France is a

* Republic. For this punctilio then it is that the

blood and treafure of the kingdom are to be ex-

pended !—As to the free navigation ofthe Scheldt,

I will not believe that a war can in reality- be un-

dertaken for an object fo trivial, or that Holland

itfelf would defire or approve it. What was the

conduct of France under her former depraved go-

vernment, when the Emperor menaced the open-

ing of the Scheldt in 1786 ? Was war declared in

order to prevent it ? No ; they opened a negotia-

tion, and carried the point by amicable interpo-

sition. Is not the ultimate objeel: of republicans

and levellers aided by plunging the nation in a

war without due and previous enquiry ? I con-

jure Parliament to avoid involving the people in

fo dreadful a calamity, without coolly reflecting on

its neceffity."

Mr. Fox concluded with moving an amend-

ment, limply pledging the Houfe " that enquiry

fhould be made into the facts ftated in his Ma-
jefty's Speech." After a debate of many hours,

the Houfe divided for the amendment 50, againfl

it 2,90 !

In the Houfe of Lords the Addrcfs was carried

without a divifion ; but not without a power-

ful oppofition from the Duke of Norfolk, and

the Lords Lanfdowne, Rawdon, and Stanhope.

In
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In confcquenceoflhe late alarm-, the Opposition,

OY Whig Party, had, as it now appeared, fufrcrcd

a great and melancholy defection. At the head

of the feceders in the Upper Houfe, were the

Prince of Wales, the Duke of Portland, and

Lords Fitzwilliam, Spencer, and Loughborough,

who on the rejignation of Lord Thurlow at this

period was advanced to the Chaneellorfhip ; and

in the Lower Koufe, Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham,

Sir Gilbert Elliot, Mr. Anilruther, &c. who ac-

quired by this means the popular appellation of

alarmists. On the bringing up the report, on

the fucceeding da';, the debate was relumed with

frefh vehemence. Mr. Fox moil feverelv eenfur-

cd the Miniitcrs for not having imcrpoied the

mediation of Great Britain, ia order to prefervc the

peace of Europe. Had wc proteffled againlt the

project concerted at Pilnitz, and armed to pre-

vent the execution of it, England mutt have ac-

quired fuch an afccndcncy in the Councils of

France as would have completely obviated all

the fubfequent caufes of cliiiatisfaclion. " If,"

laid Mr. Fox, " there cxiits a difcontented or dif-

afrecled party in the kingdom, what can ib much

add to their numbers, or their influence, as a war,

which, by increafing the public burdens till they

become intolerable, will give proportionable weight

to their complaints ? He wiihed therefore that

^var" fhould be avoided, if poffible—that negotia-

tion
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tioii fhould precede hoftility. He was fully aware

of the arrogant notions of Miniflers, who perhaps

would not condefcend to receive a Miniftcr from

the French Republic. If this were the cafe, let

Ministers fairly avow it—that the people of Eng-

land might know how far the eflential interefts of

the nation were facrificed to a puiHiTio. Gentle-

men mould recollect that it was once famionable

to talk of ' a vagrant Congrefs,' of ' one Hancock*

and ' one Adams' and i their Crew.' But furely

the folly of this language .had been fufiicient-

ly proved." He then moved an amendment,

" befeeching his Majefty to employ every means

of honorable negotiation, for the purpofe of pre-

venting a war with France." The Motion was

oppofed by Mr. Burke in a frantic fpeech, in

which he affirmed, " that to fend an Ambaiiador

to France would be the prelude to the murder of

our Sovereign." Mr. Pitt was at this time not a

Member of the Houfe, having vacated his feat by

the acceptance of the lucrative iinecure of the

Cinque Ports, void by the death of the Earl of

Guildford, once fo famous under the title of Lord

North.

In the abfence of the Minifler, Mr. Secretary

Dundas entered into a long and elaborate vindica-r

tion of the meafures of Adminiftration ; and he

concluded with a confident prediction, that u
if we

wereforced into a war, it must flrove successful

and
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and glorious." The amendment was negatived

without a divifton.

Not difcouraged at the ill fuccefs of thefe at-

tempts, Mr. Fox on the 15th of December moved,

at the elofe of a fpeech which only ferved to de-

inonflrate how incompetent are the utmoft efforts

of human wifdom to work conviction in minds

dillempered by prejudice and paffion, " that a

Minifter be fent to Paris to treat with thofe perfons

who exercife provisionally the executive govern-

ment of France. "This," he faid, " implied nei-

ther approbation nor difapprobation of the conduct

ofthe exifting French Government. It was the po-

licy and the practice of every nation to treat with

the exifting Government of every other nation with

which it had relative interefts, without enquiring

how that Government was conftitutcd, or by what

means it acquired poilcflion of power. Was the ex-

ifting Government of Morocco more refpeclable

than that of France ? Yet we had more than once

fent embaffies thither, to men reeking from the

blood through which they had waded to their

thrones. We had Minifters at the German Courts,

at the time of the infamous partition of Poland.

We had a Minifter at Verfailles when Corfica was

bought and enflaved. But in none of thefe inftan^

ces was any fanclion given directly or indirectly by

Great Britain to thefe nefarious tranfactions."

Mr. Francis, in a very excellent fpeech, remon-

9 ftrated
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flrated and protected againft. the manner in which

the debate had been condu6led on the part of the

Minifterialifts. " How/' faid he, " has this awful

queftion been agitated ? By appeals to our under-

standing ? No—by exciting our paffions, by agi-

tating our feelings, by prefenting perpetually to

our imagination fcenes of horror. Thus do the

Houfe in fact deprive themfelves of all capacity to

debate—of all power to judge. They Men with

rapture to invectives, and echo them back in fhouts

and clamors. Is this a Britifh Houfe ofCommons ?

or am I fuddenly tranfplanted by fome enchant-

ment into that Convention againil which the per-

petual theme of reproach is, that they deliberate in

paffion, and refolve by acclamation ?"

In anfwer to the abfurd and puerile objection,

that, if we agreed to a negotiation, we mould not

know with whom to negotiate, Mr. Whitbread

afked with energetic animation, " if we knew with

whom we were going to make war ? If there was

no difficulty in deciding upon that point, how

could we pretend to be at a lofs to know with

whom we were to make, peace ? Doubtlefs with

that Affembly, truly defcribed by his Majefty as

exercifing the powers of government in France."

Mr. Courtenay animadverted with poignant fe-

verity upon the rhapfodical extravagancies which

had fallen from Mr. Burke ; and he. read to the

Houfe a paffage from the famous pamphlet pub-

At
ol. IV. E e lifhed
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limed by him, which he faid he confidered as the'

prelude to the Duke of Brunfwic"s disgraceful

Manif'efto. Mr. Courtenay faid, that " Mr. Burke

was the dupe of his imagination. His imagination

was a magic lanthorn, prefenting a rapid and ex-

hauftlcfs fucceffion of phantafms. There were

chivalry—the Duke ofBrunfwic—Pction faction

—

National Convention—King of Armenia—Senate

of Rome—Marat—AflalTinations—Corinthian ca-

pitals— Tom Paine— and many other things,

making a complete raree-fhow, for the entertain-

ment of the admirers of that gentleman. Mr.

Courtenay acknowledged that he had never felt Co

much pleafure, as when the Pruffians, who had en-

tered France not as foldiers but as ruffians, had

been driven back in fhame and confufion. He
had participated in the triumph when M. Dumou-

ricr made his joyeufe entree into Brabant."

Mr. Windham had laid it down as an axiom of

policy, " that to be jttftyfied in negotiating with

France, it ihould be a matter of neceffity, not of

choice."

" Happy, dignified opportunity to treat !" ex-

claimed Mr. Sheridan, " when neceffity, a ne-

ceffity anting from defeat and difcomfiture, from

fhame and dilgrace, ihall compel us to negotiate

on terms which would leave us completely at their

mercy ! How confolatory, to be able, to boaft that

we are at the fame time jnftifed and undone !

—But
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•—But we are told/' continued Mr. Sheridan,

" that to treat with France would give offence

to the Allied Powers, with whom we are even-

tually to co-operate. Are we then prepared to make

a common caufe on the principles and for the

purpofes for which thofe defpots have aflbeiated ?

Are the freemen of England ready to fubfcribe to

the Manifefto of the Duke of Brunfwic ? that de-

teftable outrage on the rights and feelings of hu-

man nature ! that impotent and wretched thTue of

pride, folly and cruelty, which had Heeled the

heart and maddened the brain of all France ! The

queftion is not merely, whether we fhould go to

war or not ? but on what principle fhould it be

conducted, and to what end directed ? To reftore

the antient defpotifm of France ? Impoffible

!

Difputes and caufes of complaint exifting, how

were they to be terminated, but by fome fort of

negotiation ? But we were told, that the dignity

of the nation forbad a public and avowed com-

munication with the prefent ruling powers in

France. Was the dignity ofthe nation better con-

futed by the mean fubterfuge of an indirect and

underhand intercourfe ? Was it facrificed by a

magnanimous franknefs, and fuflained only by dark

and infidious difguife ? Far from recalling the

Ambafiador of England from Paris at the late pe-

rilous crifis, a Statefman-like Adminijirat'wn would

E e 4 have



429 K. GEORGE III.

have regarded the poll of Minificr at Paris, as fh6

fituation which demanded the firft and ablefl ta-

lents of the country. It was a fituation which

afforded fcoDe and intereft for the noblcft mind

that ever warmed a human bofom. The French

had been uniformly partial, and even prejudiced, in

favor of the Englifh. What manly fenfe, and

generous feeling, and above all, what fair truth

and plain dealing might have effected, it was diffi-

cult to calculate. But the policy which difcardcd.

thefe, and which fubftituted in their ftead a hol-

low neutrality, was an error fatal in its con-

fequences, and for ever to be lamented." The mo-

tion was in the end negatived without a divifion.

Mr. Grey, Mr. Erlkine, and Mr. Adam diftin-

guifhed themfelves in the courfe of thefe de-

bates by very able and eloquent fpeeches on the

part of the Oppofition. And the defcrtion of their

friends, far from difpiriting the faithful few who

remained, feemed to animate them to ftill higher

and more ardent exertions of patriotic zeal. The

popular odium incurred by the Leaders of Oppofi-

tion, and in particular by Mr. Fox, in confequcnce

of their generous endeavors torefcue their country

from the gulf of ruin into which it was with fuch

blind and rath precipitancy about to plunge, will ap-

pear to pofterity fcarcely credible. Neither preferr-

ing a contempt for the public judgment, nor on the

other
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other hand yielding for a moment to the tide of

popular opinion, Mr. Fox publifhed at this pe-

riod a very animated and dignified Addrefs to his

Conftituents, the Electors of Weilminfter, Hating,

with admirable force and perfpicuity of argument,

his reafons for his late parliamentary conduct.

The conclulion of this juftly celebrated Addrefs

is peculiarly ftriking. " Let us not/' fays he, " at-

tempt to deceive ourfelves. Whatever poilibility,

or even probability there may be of a Counter-

Revolution from internal agitation and difcord,

the means of producing luch an event by exter-

nal force can be no other than the conqueft of

France.—The Conquest of France ! O calum-

niated crufaders, how rational and moderate were

your objects ! O much injured Louis XIV. upon

what flight grounds have you been accufed of rcft-

lefs and immoderate ambition ! O tame and fee-

ble Cervantes, with what a timid pencil and faint

colors have you painted the portrait of a difordcred

imagination !"

Although the determination of the Engliffi

Court was from the firft fufficiently manifeft, the

Government of France left no means uneflayed to

accomplifh an accommodation.

On the 17th of December a Memorial was

prefented by M. Chauvelin to Lord Grenville, in

which he informs his Lordfhip, that the Executive

Council of the French Republic, thinking it a

E e 3 duty
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duty which they owe to the French Nation, not

to leave it in the flate of fufpepfe into which it has

been thrown by the late mcafures of the Britifh

Government, have authorized him to demand

with opennefs, whether France ought to confider

England as a neutral or hoftile Power ; at the

fame time being felicitous, that not the fmalleft

doubt fhould exift refpecting the difpoiition of

France towards England, and of its defire to re-

main in peace. In ajlufion to the decree of the

19th of November, M. Chauvelin fays, " that the

French Nation abfolutely reject the idea of that

falfe interpretation, by which it might be fuppofed

that the French Republic fhould favor infurrec-

tions, or excite difturbance in any neutral or.

friendly country whatever. In particular, they de-

clare in the moil folemn manner, that France will

not attack Holland fo long as that power ad-j

heres to the principles of her neutrality. As tp

the navigation of the Scheldt, M. Chauvelin a£g

firms it to be a queftion of too little importance tq

be made the fole caufe of a war ; and that it could

only be ufed as a pretext for a premeditated ag-

greffion. On this fatal fuppofition, he fays, the

French Nation will accept war: but such a war

would be the war not of the Britifh Nation, but

of the Britifh Miniftry, againft the French Repubr

lie; and of this he conjures them well to confider

the terrible responsibility." To this com-

munication
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mnnication Lord Grenvillc returned a moft arro-

gant and provoking anfwer. His Lordfhip ac-

knowledged the receipt of a Note from M. Chauve-

lin, ftyhig hhnftlf Miniftcr Plenipotentiary of

France. He reminds him that the King, iince

the unhappy events of the ioth of Augutr, had

fufpended all official communication with Franee ;

and informs him, that he cannot be treated with

in the quality and under the form ftated in his

Note. Neverthclefs, " under a form neither re-

gular nor official," his Lordfhip conclcfeends to

reply—but in a mode which could only tend to

inflame the differences fubfifting between the two

Rations'; and which, far from accepting the con-

ceffions and explanations made by France, fought

onlv to difcover new pretences of cavil and quar-

rel. In a tone of the moil decided and lofty fu-

periority, his Lordfhip fays, " If France is really

deiirous of maintaining friendfhip and peace with

England, (he rnufl fhew herfclf difpofed to re-

nounce her views of aggreflion and aggrandize-

ment, and to confine her(elf within her own territory,

without infulting other Government?, without dif-

turbing their tranquillity, without violating their

rights." The rclinquifhment of her recent con-

quefts being thus haughtily demanded of France

as a preliminary of peace, it might well be fup-

pofed that negotiation was at an end. But the

Government of France, in the midft of their tri-

E e 4 umphs,



424 K. GEORGE III.

umphs, difcovered a degree of temper and mode-

ration in their intercourfe with England as fur^

priling as it was laudable. In anfwer to the letter

of Lord Grenville, a Memorial was tranfmitted

from M. Le Bran, Minifter of Foreign Affairs, in

the name of the Executive Council, dated Ja-

nuary 4, 1793, framed in terms of lingular wifdom

and ability, and forming a linking contrail to the

pride, petulance, and folly difplayed in the com-

munications of the Englilh Minifter. They be-r

gin with repeating (C the alTurances of their lin-

cere delire to maintain peace and harmony be-r

tween France and England. It is with great re-

luctance, fay they, that the Republic would fee it-

felf forced to a rupture much more contrary to its

inclination than its interelL"

In reference to Lord Grenville's refufal to ac-

knowledge M. Chauvelin in his diplomatic capa-

city, the Council remark, " that in the negotiations

now carrying on at Madrid, the principal Mini-

iler of his Catholic Majefty did not helitate to adr

drefs M. Bourgoign, the AmbafTador of the Re-
public at that Court, by the title of Minifter Ple-

nipotentiary of France. But that a defect in point

of form might not impede a negotiation, on the

fuccefs of which depended the tranquillity of two

great nations, they had fent credential letters to

M. Chauvelin, to enable him to treat according

to
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to the feverity of diplomatic forms. The Coun-

cil repeat, that the decree of the 19th of Novem-

ber had been mifunderflood ; and that it was far

from being intended to favor fedition—being

merely applicable to the lingle cafe where the ge-

neral will of a nation, clearly and unequivocally

exprefled, fhould call for the afTiflance and fra-

ternity of the French Nation. Sedition can never

exift in an expreffion of the general will. The

Dutch were certainly not feditious when they

formed the generous refolution of throwing off"

the Spanifh yoke—nor was it accounted as a crime

to Henry IV. or to Queen Elizabeth, that they

liftened to their folicitations of affiftance. As to

the right of navigation on the Scheldt, the Coun-

cil affirm, that it is a queftion of abfolute indif-

ference to England, little interefting even to Hol-

land, but of great importance to the Belgians, who

were not parties to the treaty of Weftphalia, by

which they were divefted of that right ; but when

that nation (hall find itfelf in full pofleffion of its

liberty, and from any motive whatever fhall confent

to deprive themfelves of the navigation of the

Scheldt, France will not oppofe it. With refpect to

the charge ofaggrandizement, France, they fay, has

renounced and ftill renounces all conquer! ; and

its occupying the Netherlands will continue

no longer than the war.—If thefe explana-

9 tions



426 K. GEORGE III,

tions appear infufficient, after having done every-

thing in our power to maintain peace, we will pre^

pare for war. We fhall combat with regret the

Englifh, whom we efteern, btit we fhall combat

them without fear."

The reply of Lord Grenville to this Memorial

was couched in terms ftill more extraordinary and

irritating than the firft. His Lordthip declares,

?' that he finds nothing fatisfactory in the refult

of it. Inftead of reparation and retractation, his

Lordmip complains, that nothing more is offered

than an illujory negotiation''—as if England had a

right to expect that France mould give up every

point in difpute previous to any negotiation ; or as

if the offer of evacuating the Netherlands at the

termination of the war, and of leaving the Belgi-

ans to fettle the qnejlion relative to the Scheldt, to-

gether with the pofitive difavowal of the offenfive

meaning afcribed to the decree of November 1 9,

did not form a proper and fufficient bafis of nego-

tiation. In fact, by thefe great conceflions, every

rational object of negotiation was accomplifhed

before the negotiation itfelf had formally com-

menced. " Under this form of extra-official com-

munication, neverthelefs, Lord Grenville goes on

to fay, that thefe explanations are not conlidered

fufficient, and that all the motives which gave

rife to the preparations still continue. If

however,
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however, under the fame extra-official form, you

have any farther explanations, fays his Lordfhip,

to give, I (hall willingly attend to them." In a

feparate Note his Lordfhip informs M. Chauvelin^

£hat his Majefty will not receive his new letters of

credence from the French Republic. M. Chau-

velin then requefted a perfonal interview with

his Lordfhip, which was alforefufed.

At length this extraordinary bufinefs was

brought to a criiis, by a letter from Lord Gren-

ville, dated January 24, 1793, in which his Lord-

fhip fays, " I am charged to notify to you, Sir,

that the character with which you had been inveil-

ed at this Court, and the functions of which have

been fo long fufpended, being now entirely ter-

minated by the fatal death of his Moll Chrif-

tian Majefty, you have no longer any public

character here ; and his Majefty has thought

fit to order that you fhpuld retire from this

kingdom within the term of eight days."—At

this very time M. Maret, a confidential agent

ofM. Le Brun, was on his way to England with

frefh difpatches from the Executive Council, and,

as there is good grpifnd to believe, frefh concef-

fions of the higher! importance. Put on his ar -

rival in London, being informed of the compul-

five difmiftion of M. Chauvelin, he did not think

himfelf authorized tp open his commiffion. He
therefore
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therefore merely announced his arrival to Lord

Grenville, but no advances were made to him on

the part of the Englifh Court.

The death of the French Monarch was indeed

a difaftrous and mournful event. It is well known

that the Executive Council, and a great majority

of the Conventional Aflembly, were eagerly defir-

ous to have averted this fatal cataflrophe ; but the

violence of the Jacobin faction, and the favage

rage of the populace, rendered it impoffible. " We
may," faid M. Le Brim to a confidential friend,

ff facriflce ourfelves, without being able to fave the

life of the King." It was not that the moderate

party entertained any doubt of the veracity of the

leading charges brought againft the King ; for, on

this point, there was never any difference of opinion

in France ; but they difcerned innumerable cir-

cumftances of palliation, which formed an are*

tiftible claim to compailion and mercy. In Eng-

land no one attempted to juftify the deeed ;
" nor,"

fays an animated writer of that time, " is it the

feafon for extenuation, now that the ftream of pre-

judice flows flrong, and the phantafm of a mur-

dered King ftalks before our arfrightened imagi-

nation."

As, by an exprefs provilion of the treaty of 1786,

the difmiffion of an AmbafTador was in future to

be regarded as a virtual declaration of war, it is

almof\
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almon1 fuperfluous to mention the inferior caufes

of offence given to France immediately prior to

that event, 1. by the Alien Bill, empowering

the King, in direct contravention of the treaty of

1786, which Stipulates the peaceful and undifturbed

refidence of the fubjecls of each power in the do-

minions ofthe other, to order, at his difcretion, all

foreigners to depart the kingdom : 1. by the Bill

prohibiting the circulation of affignats, or other

paper fecurities iffued under the authority of the

French government ; a meafure rather of infult

than of injury : 3. by a bill of a more fcrious

nature, retraining the exportation of naval ftores,

arms and ammunition, including by a fpecific

mention the article of falt-petre, of which it was

well known that the French were in great need.

Immediately on the departure of M. Chauvelin,

a Memorial was prefented by Lord Auckland, Am-
baflador at the Hague, to the States General ; in

which his Lord(hip affirms to their High Mighti-

nefles, in language which fcts all ideas of deco-

rum at defiance, that " not four years ago, fome

wretches, afTuming the title of Philosophers, had

the prefumption to think themfelves capable of

cftablifhing a new Sytlem of civil fociety. In order

to realize that dream of their vanity, they found it

neceflary to overthrow and deflroy all received no-

tions of Subordination, manners, and religion, which

have
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have hitherto formed all the fecurity, happinefs, and(

confolation of the human race. Their destructive

proiecls have but too- well fucceeded. But the

effects of the new fyftem which they endeavored

to introduce, ferved duly to fhew the imbecility

and villany of its authors. The events which fd

rapidly followed each other fince that epoch, fur-

pafs in atrocity all which had ever polluted the

pages of hiftory. Property, liberty, fecurity, even

life itfelf, have been deemed playthings in the

hands of infamous men, who are the flaves of the

moil licentious paffions of rapine, enmity, and

ambition.''

Such were the terms in which the wifdom of

the Englifh Court thought it becoming to fpeak of

the cxifting Government of France ! If any thing

could add to the aftonifhment excited by this con-

duct, it woulff be, that a Commiffion was at the

fame time fent over to the fame Ambaffador to fet

on foot a negotiation with M. Dumourier, Com-

mander of the Armies of the Government thus

publicly vilified, in order to effect an accommoda-

tion of differences.

Whether this overture was really ferions, or whe-

ther, according to the declared opinion ofM. Du-

inourier himfelf, it was merely amulive and infi-

dious, fuch aprelude mull: be equally the fubject of

admiration. In either cafe, it came too late to an-

fwer
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fvver the purpofe. The Convention had taken

their ultimate refolution ; and on the ift of Fe-

bruary 1793 a decree unanimoufly pafled that

Aflembly, declaring the Republic of France

at war with the King of Great Britain,

and the Stadtholder of Holland,

FINIS,
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