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BOOK XIII.

Debates in Parliament, 1793. Correspondence zvith M.Chauve'

tin laid before the tzvo Houses. Message from the King ac-

companying the Papers. Proceedings on the Motion for an

Address to the Throne. Speeches-of Mr. Pitt, Mr. fVhitbread,

and Mr. Fox. Address carried. Second Message from the

King, announcing the French Declaration of War. Address

moved by Mr. Pitt. Amendment proposed by Mr. Fox—Op-
posed by Mr. Burke—Supported by Mr. Sheridan. Amend'

1 tnetit negatked by the Flouse. Debates in the House of Peers.

Resolutions movtd by Mr. Fox. Adcb'ess moved by Mr. Grey.

Remarkable Motion of Mr. Sheridan. Traitorous Correspon-

dence Bill. Adjournment of Parliament. State ofAffairs on

the Continent. General Dumouriez enters Holland. Breda

surrenders—also Klundert and Gertruydenburg. Resolute

Defence of Williamstadt. Successes of General Clairfait and

the Prince of Cobourg. Siege of Maestricht raised. French

evacuate Holland. Retreat of the French from the Maese.

Battle of Neenvinden. Defection of Dumouriez. Capture of

the French Commissioners. Judicious Manifesto of the Prince

of Cobourg. His Plan of Policy superseded. Dangerous Si-

tuation of France. Elation of the Court of London. Sangui-

nary Memorial of Lord Aukland. The Doctrines of Passive

Obedience and Non-Resistance preached before the House of

Peers by Bishop HorscLy. Heroic Exertions and Death of
General Dampierre. Duke of York Commander in Chief of

the English and auxiliary Troops on the Continent. Military

Transactions in concert with the Prince of Cobourg. Siege and

Capture of Valenciennes—also of Conde, Mentz, and Qjues-

noy. Fatal Separation of the Duke of York from the Austri-

aus. Brilliant Action at Linceffes. Duke of York forms the

voi.v. a Siep



2 GEORGE III.

Siege of Dunkirk. Ineffectual Overture of France for Peace*

Treaty xvith Sardinia. Unparalleled Number ofBankruptcies

in London. Commercial Credit 7-estored. Parliamentary In-

vestigation of Lord Aukland's Memorial. Charter of the

East-India Company prolonged. Motion for a Reform in the

Representation by Mr. Grey. Parliament prorogued. Af-
fairs of Ireland. Concessions made to the Catholics—'Opposed

by the Lord-Chancellor Fitzgibbon. Extraordinary Prosecu-

tionsfor Sedition in Scotland. Tyrannical Sentence of Trans-

portation passed on Muir, Gerald, Skirting, Margarot, and

Palmer. French rise en Masse. Duke of York totally de-

feated at Dunkirk. Barbarous Executions of the Generals

Houchard and Custinc. Prince of Cobourg compelled to re-

pass the Sambre. Werv/ick, Menin, and Fumes, captured by

the French. Operations on the Rhine. Retreat of the Aus-

trian and Prussian Armies. Siege of Landau raised. Rebel-

lion in La Sendee suppressed. Naval Armament returns to-

Portsmouth. Proceedings of the Convention. Bold Machi-

nations of theJacobines. Revolutionary Tribunal established.

Fall of the Brissotines. Internal Commotions in France. Tou-

lon surrendered in Trust to the English. Siege of Lyons. Bar-

barities committed by the Jaco,bines. Toulon evacuated by the

English- Trial and Execution of the Queen of France—and of

the Deputies of the Gironde. Savage Proceedings of the Re-

volutionary Tribunal. Ascendency of Robespierre. Extra-

vagant Conduct of the Convention. Nexv Calendar established.

Reign of Terror. Naval Transactions. Tobago taken. Forts-

in St. Domingo captured. Pondicherry , Malic, and the French

Settlements on the Coast of Coromandel, reduced. Neutral

Powers in-mlted by the Court ofLondon. Gross Inconsistency

and Duplicity of the English Ministry. Alarming Order of

Council—revoked.

U PON the very fame day that France declared

war againit Great Britain, the Britiih parliament

was engaged in difcuffing a m'tllage trom the

king, Hating, " That his majefty had caufed to

be
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be laid before them copies of feveral papers

which had paffed between M. Chauvelin and

the minifter for foreign affairs, and of the order of

departure tranfmitted to M. Chauvelin. And
his majefty moreover declared, that in the pre-

fent fituation of affairs he thought it indifpenfa-

ble to make a further augmentation of his forces

by fea and land, for maintaining the rights of his

own dominions, for fupporting his allies, and for

oppofing views of aggrandizement and ambition

on the part of France, at all times dangerous to

the interefts of Europe, but peculiarly fo when

connected with the propagation of principles

fubveriive of the peace and order of all civil fo-

ciety."

On this occafion Mr. Pitt, who had now re-

fumed his feat in parliament, made an eloquent

harangue, evidently calculated to prepare the

minds of his auditors for war, and to inflame the

pamons of the houfe to the higheft pitch. Ad-

verting, at the commencement of his fpeech, to

the melancholy cataftrophe which had juft taken

place in France, he reprefented it in terms of the

moft high-flown rhetorical exaggeration, fc
as an

event fo full of grief and horror, that he wiiked

it were poflible to tear it from their memories,

and expunge it from the page of hiftory;—but

that event was unfortunately paffed, and the

prefent age muff be for ever contaminated with

b 2 the
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the guilt and ignominy of having witnelTed it,

In this dreadful tranfaction they faw concen-

trated the effect of thofe principles, pufhed to

their utmoft extent, which fet out with diflblving

all the bonds by which fociety was held together

—principles eftablilhed in oppofition to every

law human and divine, and which, prefump-

tuoufly relying on the authority of wild and de-

lufive theories, rejected all the advantages of

the wifdom and experience of former ages, and

even the facred initruclions of Revelation."

After indulging himfelf long in this fort of decla-

mation, Mr. Pitt adverted to the papers before

the houfe. During the whole fummer, (he af-

firmed) while France had been engaged in the

war with Auftria and Pruffia, his majefty had in

no lhape departed from the neutrality which he

had engaged to obferve. But what had been

the conduct of the French ? The firft inftance of

their fuccefs in Savoy had been fufficient to de-

monftrate the infmcerity of their affurances, and

to unfold the plan of their ambition. They had

immediately refolved to annex it for ever to their

dominions. That they might not leave any

doubt of their intentions, by a formal decree

they had ftated their plan of overturning every

government ; threatening deftru&ion to all who

refufed that fraternization, which, by a horrid

mockery, they pretended to offer. They had

rendered
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rendered the Netherlands a province, in fub-

ftance as well as in name, to France ; and they

had fliewn a difpofition to add to its territory

every country which mould be fo unfortunate as

to experience the force of its arms; for the wild

and deftruclive ambition of the prefent rulers of

France was limited only by their power. Some

pretended explanations had indeed been given

of the decree of the 19th of November; but, as

had been already ftated by the noble fecretary

of ftate, they contained only an avowal and a

repetition of the offence. The whole of their

language, inftitutions, and conduct, had been

directed to the fubverfion of every government.

To monarchy particularly they had teftified the

mod violent and decided enmity : the bloody

fentence, executed by the hand of the alTarlm

againit their late monarch, was parTed againff.

the fovereigns of all countries. No political

afTbciation in this kingdom, however contempti-

ble, had fent addrcfTes containing fentiments of

fedition and treafon to their aflembly which had

not been received with even a degree of thea-

trical extravagance, and cheriihed with all the

enthufiafm of congenial feeling.—In relation to

the violated rights of his majefty and his allies,

involved in the queftion relative to the Scheld,

he aflerted the exclufive claim of the Dutch to

the navigation of that river, guarantied by the

b 3 mod
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molt folemn treaties; to which the French, who
could have no pretence to interfere in this

matter but in the aflumed chara&er of fove-

reigns of the Low Countries, or arbiters of Eu-

rope, oppofed certain vifionary theoretic princi-

ples, fuch as deftroyed the force of all pofitive

obligations, though they had repeatedly pledged

themfelves to the obfervance of all the fubfifting

treaties. He granted that the Dutch had made

no formal requifition of fupport in actual circum-

ftances, contenting themfelves with protefting

againft the invafion of their rights ; but, becaufe

they were timid, were we to leave them expofed

to the certain ruin that awaited them ?—The

French had Hated that they-would evacuate the

Netherlands at the conclufion of the war. Upon

a promife fo illufory there could not be placed

the fmalleft dependence ; and they had made no

apology for the manner in which they had re-

ceived feditious addrefles from this country.

Thefe addreffes they received as expreffive of

the fentiments of the people of Great Britain,

the great majority of whom, he was happy to

fay, detefted the principles contained in them.

Thus in all thofe three aflurances which they

had given— 111, Of their intention to reject any

fyftem of aggrandizement ; 2dly, To abftain

from their interfering in the government of any

neutral country 5 and 3dly, To refpcct the rights

of



GEORGE III, 7

of his majefty and his allies, they had entirely

failed, and on every point completely reyerfed

that line of conduct which they had fo fokmnly

pledged themfelves to adopt. In the paper

tranfmitted by the executive council, they had

given their ultimatum, fo that we muft either ac-

cept the fatisfaclion they offer, or a war muft be

the confequence. As to the time, the precife

moment, he fhould not pretend to fix it. A
fatisfactory explanation would not even now be

refufed ; but he fhould deceive them if he fhould

fay that he thought any fuch explanation would

be given, or that a war could be avoided." He
then moved an addrefs of thanks to his majefty

in the ufual form.

A moft animated debate enfucd. Mr. Whit-

bread denied " that the barbarities imputed to

France were the neceffary confequences of the

French revolution, or of republican principles.

To the conduct of the powers combined againft

the liberties of France, to the fanguinary mani-

festoes of the duke of Brunfwic, might they

be, without hefitation, afcribed. Thefe mani-

feftoes bore rather the ftamp and character of

thofe Gothic and Scythian invaders, with whom
to conquer and deftroy were the fame, than of

the enlightened fpirit of the eighteenth centurv.

They breathed the fury of an Attila, whofe em-

phatical boaft, as recorded by a celebrated hillo-

b 4 rian.
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rian, was

—

c Where Attila's horfe fets his foot

the grafs never grows.' The balance of power

was faid to be endangered by the aggrandize-

ment of France ; but were any appreheniions en-

tertained on this fubject when France was over-

run by the arms of Pruffia and Auftria? Were
any fymptoms of uneafinefs apparent when the

emprefs of Ruiiia, in the courfe of the laft fum-

mer, took poffeflion of Poland ? But the princi-

ples of France were faid to enhance, if not to

conftitute, the danger. Surely the principles of

defpotifm, propagated by the fword, were not

lefs dangerous than thofe of licentioufnefs. To
demand that the French troops mould evacuate

their conquefts, in order to pave the way to ne-

gotiation with us, was the height of infolence.

—

A hard neceflity indeed, mould he conceive it,

for Great Britain to be forced into a war to

maintain for the benefit of the Dutch the exclu-

five navigation of the Scheld ; for the exclufive

navigation of that river had been eftablifhed by

force, and confented to by weaknefs. At leaft

we had a right to expect fome precife requisition

of the Dutch for the affiftance Stipulated by

treaty; but the minifter acknowledged that no

fuch demand had been made. On the contrary,

in a proclamation iifued by the States General fo

late as the 10th of January laft, they exprefsly

declare themfelves to be at peace , in confequence

of
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of the ftrict neutrality they had obferved. The

decree of November he would not defend, but

the explanation of it was fuch as to take away

all ferious apprehenfions of injury defigned to

this country. Having gone through the matter

contained in the papers, Mr. Whitbread declared

he could fmd no juftification of the conduct: of

admihiftration. He thought the maintenance of

peace in the power of the miniftry, in perfect

confiitency with the honor, dignity, and interefts

of this country ; but their conduft and words

denoted war. He had frill, however, an hope

of peace remaining. That hope was founded

on the knowledge he had of the character of his

majefty's prefent fervants. He knew that they

had the faculty of enlarging or reducing objects

precifely to the form in which they wiihed to

' confider them. That at one time the fortrcfs

of Oczakow had deranged the. balance of power

in Europe ; at another the whole kingdom of

Poland had been thrown in without making a

vibration in their political beam. He knew that

they had never advanced too far to recede; that

they had never threatened too much to retreat.

The verfatilitv and weaknefs of their counfels,

though it infpired this hope, made it neverthe-

lefs, he conferled, a faint and defperate one; and

he concluded with faying he could not give his

aiient to the addrcfs."

Mr.
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Mr. Fox commenced a very energetic fpcech

by complaining of the grofs mifreprefentations

and mifconftructions of what he and thofe who
thought with him had fpoken during the courfe

of the prefent feffion. They were calumniated

as partifans of France, and as the worft enemies

of the country. This only ferved to fhew that

they were engaged in a fervice of danger as well

as honor ; and if he concealed his fentiments, or

deferted his ftation, from any motive of intimi-

dation, he mould betray his truft, and degrade

his character*.

Mr. Fox allowed that the trial and execution

of the French monarch were acls of the groflefr.

inhumanity and injuftice. But the invariable

maxim of policy was, that crimes perpetrated in

one independent ftate were not cognizable in

another. Had we not treated, and even formed

alliances, with Portugal and with Spain at the

very time thofe kingdoms were difgraced and

polluted by the moil barbarous acts of fuperfti-

tion and cruelty—of racks, torture, and fire, un-

* The high popularity of Mr. Pitt at this crifis, and the

extreme unpopularity, refentment, and even national rage,

difplayed againft Mr. Fox, (for nations are no lefs fubjecl to

paroxyfms of pafiion than individuals,) recalls to recollection a

famous anecdote of antiquity. " The Athenians," faid De-

mofthenes to Phocion, " will in foine fit of phrenzy put you

to death."—" And you," replied Phocion, ** ihould they re-

cover their fenfes."

dcr
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tier the abominable tyranny of the Inquifition ?

Much of the enormities committed by France

had been with great probability afcribed to the

attack of the combined powers. This, however,

he would neither urge as an excufe or a palli-

ation ; but he would aver that a combination

more dangerous to the tranquillity of Europe,

and the liberties of mankind, had never been

formed. It had been faid that Auftria was not

the aggreflbr in the war with France. Had

thofe who laid fo feen the Declaration of Pil-

nitz? Let them look at that declaration, take

the golden rule, of putting themfelves in the

Situation of the French, and then pronounce

upon the queftion of aggreifion.—He would not

go over the atrocious manifeftoes that preceded

or followed the march of the combined armies.

There was not a man in the houfe, or at leaft

but one, who would attempt to defend them.

But thefe it feemed were not to be executed

—

he hoped they were not ; but the only fecurity

he knew of was, that thofe who iffued them had

not the means. Mr. Fox Hated the grounds of

the war to be three—The opening of the Scheld j

the decree of November 19 ; and the danger to

Europe from the progrefs of the French arms.

As to the firjl) minifters did not, and could not

itate that the Dutch had called upon us to fulfil

the terms of our alliance. The plain truth was,

that
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that to force the Dutch into a war at fo much
peril to them, which they faw and dreaded, was

not to fulfil but to abufe the treaty ; and the

conduct of minifters, as to this ground of com-

plaint, was wholly disingenuous. Secondly, The

decree of the 1 9th of November he regarded as

an infult, and the explanation of the executive

council as no adequate fatisfaclion. But the ex-

planation, imperfect as it was, fhewed that the

French were not difpofed to infift upon that de-

cree, and that they were inclined to peace. It

was furely the extreme ot arrogance to complain

of infult without deigning to ftate the nature of

the reparation required. When it was faid we
muft have feciirity, we ought at leaft to tell them

what that word was meant to import. Thirdly,

With refpect to the danger of Europe and the

balance of power, we had feen the entire con-

quer! of Poland, and the invafion of France, with

fuch marked indifference, that it would be dif-

ficult now to take it up with the grace of fince-

rity. For fatisfa£tion upon this point we had de-

manded no lefs than the immediate withdraw-

ment of the French troops from the Auftrian

Netherlands. Were we then come' to this pitch

of infolence as to fay to France—c You have

conquered a part of an enemy's territory who
made war upon you. We would not interfere

at your requeft to mediate a peace, but we now

require



GEORGE III. IS

require you to abandon the advantages you have

gained, while he is preparing to attack you

anew' ?—Was this the neutrality we meant to

hold out to France—' If you are invaded and

beaten we will be quiet fpe£tators, but if you

defeat your enemy, if you enter his territory, we
declare war againft you' ? That the invafion of

the Netherlands ought to alarm us, if the refult

of that invafion was to make the country an ap-

pendage to France, there could be no doubt.

The French had promifed to evacuate the coun-

try at the conclufion of the war : Was this naked

promife fufficient ? Certainly not. But it was

for us to ftate candidly and explicitly the fecu-

rity which would be deemed fufficient. What
fecurity would they be able to give us after a

war which they could not give now? Was it

clear that they would refufe that fecurity, if we
would condefcend to propofe it to them in intel-

ligible terms ?

But all thefe grounds of hoitility againft

France, Mr. Fox faid, differed totally from the

avowed objecl of the combined armies, our

eventual allies in this war ; which was no lefs

than the deftru&ion of the republican govern-

ment of France recently eftablifhed. To this,

then, we came at laft—that we were aihamed

to own engaging to aid the reftoration of def-

potifm, and collufively fought pretext in the

Scheld



H GEORGE III.

Scheld and the Netherlands. In all decifions on

peace or war, it was important to confider what

we might lofe and what we could gain. Ex-

tenfion of territory was neither expecled nor

eligible. On the other hand, would any man

fay that the events of war might not, with too

great probability, produce a change in the in-

ternal (late of Holland, and the political fitua-

tion of the ftadtholder, too afflicting to antici-

pate ? Was the Hate of Ireland fuch as to make

war defirable? This was faid to be a mbjecl too

delicate to touch upon ; but he approved not

of that delicacy which taught men to flint their

eyes to danger. The ftate of Ireland was in-

deed alarming, the grofs mifconducl: of admini-

ftration having brought the government and le-

gislature into contempt in the eyes of the peo-

ple. He hoped the plan to be purfued would

be conciliatory ; that conceffion to the claims

of the people would be deemed wifdom -, and

the time of danger, contrary to the maxims of

policy hitherto adopted, the fit time for reform.

—After a molt able and eloquent, though una-

vailing, fpeech from this truly great and illus-

trious flatefman, the queftion was put, and the

addrefs carried without a divifion.

A very few days fubfequent to this debate

the intelligence was received that France had

declared war againft Great Britain and Hol-

land ;
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land; and, on the 11th of February, 1793, a

royal meflage was delivered to the two houfes

of parliament, announcing, " That the aflem-

bly now exerciiing the powers of government

in France have, without previous notice, di-

rected atts of hoftility to be committed againft:

the perfons and property of his majefty's fub-

je£ts, in breach of the law of nations, and of

the mod pofitive ftipulations of treaty ; and have

fince, on the moft groundlefs pretences, actually

declared war againft his majefty and the United

Provinces. Under the circumftances of this man-

ton and unprovoked aggrejjion his majefty had taken

the neceffary fteps to maintain the honor of his

crown, and to vindicate the rights of his people.

And his majefty relies with confidence on the

firm and effectual fupport of the houfe of com-

mons, and on the zealous exertions of a brave

and loyal people, in profecuting a juji and ne-

cejfary war; and in endeavouring, under the blef-

iing of Providence, to oppofe an effectual bar-

rier to the progrefs of a fyfiem which frikes at the

fecurity and peace of all independent nations,

and is purfued in open defiance of every prin-

ciple of moderation, good faith, humanity, and

juftice. In a caufe of fuch general concern his

majefty has every reafon to hope for the cor-

dial co-operation of thofe powers who are united

with his majefty by the ties of alliance, or who

feel
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feel an intereft in preventing the extenfion of

anarchy and confvjion, and in contributing to the

j'ecurity and tranquillity of Europe"

Such is the famous menage, upon the pecu-

liar phrafes contained in which the changes

have fo long been rung with fo much noife and

fo little meaning. Upon this occalion Mr. Pitt

contented bimfelf with examining the feveral

articles of the French declaration ; and he con-

cluded with afferting, that he found in it no-

thing but pretexts and allegations too weak to

require refutation. " We had, (he faid) in every

inftance, obferved the ftricleit neutrality with

refpect to France. We have pulhed to its ut-

moft extent the lyftem of temperance and mo-

deration. We have waited to the laft moment

for fatisfa&ory explanation." He then moved

the addrefs to the throne.

Mr. Fox exprefTed his aftonifhment that the

minifter ihould pretend to have a£ted on a fyf-

tem of temperance and moderation, when every

conciliatory proportion on the part of the French

had been difdainfully rejected. Every ftep on

our part feemed to indicate a defire to break

with France. To have continued earl Gower
at Paris after the event of the 10th of Auguft

would have implied no recognition of the vali-

dity of the government which fucceeded to the

monarchy, or approbation of their proceedings ;

and
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and it was certainly more eligible to treat with

thofe who exercifed the powers of government

in a direft than an indirect mode. As the pro-

hibition of exporting corn to France, when it

was allowed to other countries, was a pofitive

infraction of the fubfifting treaty; and the order

received by M. Chauvelin to depart the king-

dom was an acl of open hoftility on our part

;

he could not allow the declaration of war to

be an unprovoked aggreffion on that of France.

He moved, therefore, a fuitable amendment to

the propofed addrefs.

Mr. Burke pronounced a vehement Philippic,

affording a melancholy contrail to the fpeeches

of his better days. Among other extravagances,

he took upon him to affirm that the members

of oppofition had no right to demand from mi-

nifters the avowal of' any fpecific obje£f as ne-

ceflary to the j unification of the war. For his

part, he had never heard or read of any fuch

principle in theory, or of any fuch avowal in

practice. The firft queflion he conceived to be,

whether there was juft caufe or foundation for

the war? The fecond, how it mould be car-

ried on to the greateft effect ?—In no inflance

whatever had any power, at the commencement
of a war, declared what the object of it was.

It was contrary to the policy of this and every

vol. v. c other
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other country: it was never heard of*. No
man, he declared, had a more lively fenfe of

the evils of war than himfelf. A war with

France, in prefent circumftances, muft be ter-

rible j but peace much more fo. A nation that

had abandoned all its valuable diftinctions, arts,

fciences, religion, law, order—every thing but

the fword, was mod dreadful to all countries

compofed of citizens who only ufed foldiers as

* The effrontery of this affertion, even in Mr. Burke, is

amazing ; for it is an incontrovertible hiftorical fa6t that the

prefent is the only war fince the Revolution which has been

entered upon without an avowed and definite object. No-

thing analogous to it has taken place in our annals fince the

war again ft Holland in 1672, the objeft of which was never

avowed, though well known to be the fubverfion of the exift-

ing government, and the eventual partition, of the country.

The object of the war immediately fucceeding the Revolution

was, to compel France to a recognition of the new fettlement.

Of the war of queen Anne, the restitution of the Spanifli mon-

archy to the Houfe of Auftria. Of the war of 1718, the eva-

cuation of the iiland of Sicily by Spain on the terms of the

Quadruple Alliance. Of the maritime war of 1740, the re-

nunciation by Spain of the pretended right of fearch in the

American feas. Of the continental war, the defence of the

Pragmatic Sanction. Of the war of 1755, to repel the en-

croachments of France upon the territorial rights of our co-

lonies in North America. Of the American war, the efta-

bliihment of the fupremacy of Great Britain, and the right of

taxation over the fame colonies. Even the laft of our wars,

that with the Dutch in 1/80, had a lpeciiic obj6&, infignincant

and contemptible as it confeifedly was, viz. the exemplary pu-

niihment of the petitionary of-Amfterdam, M.'Vari Bcrkel.

a de-
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a defence. He had no hefitation to pronounce,

as in the Divine prefence, that minifters had

not precipitated the nation into a war, but were

brought to it by an over-ruling neceffity. He
had been grieved to the foul, for four years

part, that his utmoft exertions were unable to

produce, upon the government of the country,

or in the public mind, a fenfe of the danger

that approached them. At length the infatua-

tion was removed,—minifters awoke to the peril

that menaced ; and he pledged himfelf, there-

fore, to give them his clear, fteady, uniform,

unequivocal fupport. If any charge was to be

laid to the fhare of minifters, it was that of

too long delay ; but in his early oppolition to

the views and proceedings of France, he was

convinced that he was not accompanied by the

feelings of the nation ; nor was it till full-blown

mifchief had alarmed the people and roufed

the king, that the government could have had a

proper fupport. From thofe men who could

neither vindicate the principles nor deny the

power of France, yet impeded the meafures

taken to fecure us againft that power, he dif-

fered fundamentally and effentially, in every

principle of morals, in every principle of man-
ners, fentimerit, difpofition, and in tafte. France,

he faid, had been for fome time in a continual

frries of hoftile acts againft this country, both

c 2 internal
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internal and external. FIr/l, it directed its pur-

fuits to univerfal empire, under the name of

fraternization, to overturn the fabric of our laws

and government 3 after this it invented a new
law of nations, fubfidiary to that intention ; then

acted upon that law ; next it directed the prin-

cipal operations of that law to Great Britain ;

and, laftlyt etlabliihed a horrible tyranny within

itfelf, chafed every honeft perfon out of it, held

up temptations molt feducHve to the unenlight-

ened lower order of all countries, and furnifhed

inftruments for the overthrow of their govern-

ment. The putting the king of France to death

was done not as an example to France, not to

extinguifh the race—not to put an end to mon-

archy, but as a terror to monarchs, and parti-

cularly to the monarch of Great Britain. This

new-created empire of theirs was only fecon-

dary to the accomplifhment of their plans of

making all governments. War with the cha-

teau, and peace with the cottage, was the bafis

of their new fyftem. Atheifm, he faid, was the

centre from which ray out all their mifchief and

villany; and they proceeded to eftablifh it with

the fword. He readily allowed that this wTas

the moil dangerous war we were ever engaged

in -

y that we were to contend with a fet of men

now inured to warfare, and led on by enthu-

ii:ifm and the order of conqueft to fuch a de-

giee,
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gree, that they were willing to barter arts, com-

merce, indullry, manufactures, and civilization

itfelf, for the fword. The alliances we may

form give, however, a good profpe£t of fubduing

them ; whereas, were they allowed to proceed,

we may iingly, and in the end, become their

eafy prey. The right honorable gentleman

(Mr. Fox) had fpoken with fome afperity of an

intention in minifters to reftore the ancient go-

vernment. He would not compare that go-

vernment with the government of Great Bri-

tain ; but certain he was that it would be feli-

city and comfort compared with the prefent

ftate of tyranny exercifed in France. Their

enormities have already produced univerfal mi-

fery ; their mifery will drive them to defpair

;

and out of that defpair they will look for a re-

medy in the deftruclion of all other countries,

and particularly that of Great Britain.

Pofterity will judge of the diftempered ftate

of the public mind at this period, when the fuc-

ceflive fpeeches uttered by this eloquent mad-

man (and on the comparifon there is fcarcely

any difcernible difference between them) were

received with the higheft demonftrations of ad-

miration and applaufe,—the houfe unfortunately

thinking themfelves enlightened by his argu-

ments, when they were only inflamed by his in-

vectives.

c 3 To
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To the prefent harangue Mr. Sheridan made

a moil fpirited reply. " A dread of France,"

faid this fpeaker, " ought unqueftionably, as

we are truly and emphatically told, to be a fun-

damental principle in the mind of a Britifh ftatef-

man. No alteration in her government can,

change this principle, or ought to fufpend this

apprehenfion. But who was the gentleman fo

peculiarly tenacious of this creed ?—the only

man in all England who had held the directly

contrary doctrine. Had he forgotten, or could

that houfe at leaft have forgotten, that, in his

firft contemptuous revilings of the French re-*

volution, he had exprefsly fcorned and infulted

them as a nation extinguished for ever, and

blotted out of the map of Europe ? The hifto-

rian had merely to record— * Gallos olim bello

fioruiffe.' If the confiftency of the honorable

gentleman could be matter of regular queftion

in that houfe, he fcrupled not to affert that

there was fcarcely an iota of his new principles

to which there was not a recorded contradiction,

in his former profeffions.

" The honorable gentleman fcorned to put

the queftion upon fo mean an iffiie as, whether

the hoftile overt-acts committed by France had

been fufficiently explained and difavowed to

this country : it was a war againft the principles

of the French government we were to engage

in ;



GEORGE III. 2J

in ; and therefore it followed, that it was to be

a war to exterminate either them or their prin-

ciples. This doctrine he thought both wild

and deteftable ; but, admitting that it was right,

the honorable gentleman mult extend his fcorn

and obloquy to the minifter and his adherents

as well as to the oppofers of the war ; for,

though they differed in their conclufion, they

had difcuffed the grounds of the war precifely

on the fame principle and footing. The hono-

rable gentleman differed equally from both

:

and in this view he thought it uncandid and

unwarrantable in the minifler to liflen in filence

to thefe inflammatory rants, and even to encou-

rage the war-whoop of a man breathing ven-

geance and deftruftion

—

• ' Quo non praeftantlor alter

JEve ciere viros, martemque accertdere cantu. Virc.

" But the ambition of France, and her a£°:ref-<
* on

fions againft this country, were not, according

to the honorable gentleman, the chief of her

offences : Religion demanded that we mould

avenge her caufe : atheifm was avowed and pro-

feffed in France. Was it not, however, noto-

rious, that almoft all the men and women of

rank and fal)iion in France, including the far

greater part of the prefent emigrant nobility,

whofe piety the honorable gentleman was eager

c 4 to
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to contrail with republican infidelity, were the

genuine and zealous followers of Voltaire and

RoufTeau? And if the lower orders were ulti-

mately perverted, it was by their precept and

example. The atheifm, therefore, of the new
fyftem, as oppofed to the piety of the old, was

one of the weakeft arguments he had yet heard

in favor of this mad, political, and religious cm-

fade.—Mr. Sheridan obferved that the hono-

rable gentleman had never made any allowance

for the novelty of that fituation in which France

flood after the deftru£tion of its old arbitrary go-

vernment. It was an unalterable truth that def-

potifm degrades and depraves human-nature,

and renders its fubjecls, on the firft recovery of

their rights, unfit for the exercife of them. In

the firft wildnefs of liberty they would probably

dafh their broken chains, to the prefent injury

of themfelves, and of all who were near them.

Still he feared the enemy lefs than our allies—

For who were thofe allies? What had been their

conduct ? Could the honorable gentleman for-

get his character of the Polifh revolution ? Who
had marred that lovely profpe£t, and annihilated

the faireft offspring of virtue and valor ?—thofe

allies who were the chofen, affociated, and bo-

fom counfellors in the future efforts of this de-

luded nation."

The amendment of Mr. Fox was, after a

long
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long and interefting difcuflion, negatived, and

the addrefs, as moved by the minifter, carried

without a divifion.

The debates in the houfe of peers during this

feilion were too fimilar to thofe of the commons

to render a minute narration of them neccifary.

From the great defection experienced by the

Whig party, the numbers of the oppofition were

reduced very low indeed; but the abilities of the

marquis of Lanfdown, the lords Lauderdale,

Moira, Guildford, &c. gave them both anima-

tion and interest. On occafion of the addrefs

moved by lord Grenville in reply to the meflage

from the throne, the earl of Lauderdale pro-

pofed an amendment coincident with that of

Mr. Fox. Lord Stanhope, who fpoke on the

fame fide, very properly called the attention of

the houfe to the fecond article of the treaty of

1786, by which it is exprefsly declared, that in

cafe of any fubje6r. of mifunderftanding arifing

between the two nations, the fending away the

ambafTador refident at either court mould be

deemed a rupture. The marquis of Lanfdown

fupported the preceding fpeakers in their gene-

ral arguments againft the war. " Who (faid the

noble lord) are the aggreflbrs—they who kept

a minifter, or they who difmiiTed him?—they

who offered to explain, or they who refufed to

hear?—they who offered to go on and trade in

amity,
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amity, or they who prohibited the exportation

of grain to them while it was open to the reft

of the world ?" The addrefs at length palled in

the affirmative, without a diviiion.

On the 18th of February Mr. Fox brought

forward a fet of refolutions, Hating in clear and

Specific language the fentiments of the friends

of peace, and the grounds of difference between

minifters and the members of oppofition. They

were precifely as follow :

Firft, That it is not for the honor or intereft

of Great Britain to make war upon France, on

account of the internal circumftances of that

country, for the purpofe either of fuppreffing

or punifhing any opinions and principles, how-

ever pernicious in their tendency, which may

prevail there ; or of eftablifliing among the

French people any particular form of govern-

ment.

Secondly,That the particular complaints which

have been madeagainft the conduct ofthe French

government are not of a nature to juftify war

in the firft inftance, without having attempted to

obtain redrefs by negotiation.

Thirdly, That it appears to this houfe, that in

the late negotiation between his majefty's mi-

nifters and the agents of the French government

the faid minifters did not take fuch meafures as

were likely to procure redrefs, without a rup-

ture.
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ture, for the grievances of which they com-

plained; and, particularly, that they never ftated

diftinttly to the French government any terms

and conditions, the acceiiion to which, on the

part of France, would induce his majefty to

perfevere' in a fyilem of neutrality.

Fourthly, That it ^does not appear that the

tranquillity of Europe, and the rights of inde-

pendent nations, which have been ftated as

grounds of wrar againft France, have been at-

tended to by his majeity's minifters in the cafe

of Poland, in the invafion of which unhappy

country, both in the laft year and more recently,

the moll open contempt of the law of cations,

and the moil unjuftifiable fpirit of aggrandife-

ment, have been manifefted, without having

produced, fo far as appears to this houfe, any

remonftrance from his majefty's minifters.

Fifthly, That it is the duty of his majdfy's

minifters, in the prefent crifis, to advife his

majefty againft entering into engagements which

may prevent Great Britain from making a fepa-

rate peace whenever the interefts of his majefty

and his people may render fuch a meafure ad-

vifable, or which may countenance an opinion

in Europe that his majefty is afting in concert

with other powders, for the unjuftifiable pur-

pofe of compelling the people of France to

fubmit
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fubmit to a form of government not approved

by that nation.

A debate not lefs vehement than the former

took place ; and, upon a diviiion, the members

appeared to be 270 who voted for the previous

queftion, againft 44 who fupported the mo-

tion.

On the 21ft of February, Mr. Grey moved

an addrefs to the throne, containing a mafterly

and compreheniive view of the whole fubject-

matter of difpute. It concluded with mating

the ftriking truth, That the calamities of fuch

a war as was now commenced—a war of venge-

ance, and not of necelhty—mud be aggravated,

in the eftimation of every rational mind, by

reflecting on the peculiar advantages of that

fortunate fituation we had fo unwifely aban-

doned.

Mr. Pitt, in a few words, declaring that this

fubjett required no further difcuffion, the mo-

tion of Mr. Grey was immediately negatived

without a diviiion.

Unbounded obloquy having been thrown on

the views and characters of thofe who had op-

poied the meafures of adminiftration, Mr. She-

ridan, on the 4th of March, moved, That the

houie mould refolve itfelf into a committee to

confider of the feditious practices, &c. referred

to
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to in his majefty's fpeech ; declaring, at the

fame time, openly and freely, that his intention

was to inftitute a rigorous inquiry into the truth

of the reports fo infidiouily circulated. The

motion of Mr. Sheridan was negatived without

a divifionj but it had the firft feijiible efFecl

upon the public mind, in exonerating the.op-

pofition from the calumnies to which they had

been fo long expofed, and in weakening the

belief of many refpe£table perfons in the reality

of thofe pretended fecret machinations againft

the government which minifters, as Mr. Sheri-

dan declared himfelf confident, had denounced

for no other purpofe than to divert the attention

of the public from the actual ftate of things,

and to betray them blindly and with greater

facility into a war.

On the 15th of the fame month, the attorney-

general, fir John Scott, introduced his famous

" Traitorous Correfpondence Bill," by which it

was not only, according to the precedent of

former bills palled at the commencement of

former wars, declared to be high-treafon to

fupply the exiiling government of France with

military ilores, &x. but alfo to purchafe lands

of inheritance in France, to invert money in

any of the French funds, and many other novel

and arbitrary regulations. This bill met with

much oppofition, and feveral of the claufes of

it
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it were modified and mitigated in its paflage

through the two houfcs.

At this period of the feffion, alfo, Mr. Pitt

brought forward his annual ftatement of finance;

and fcarcely had the war commenced, when a

debt of fix millions was incurred and funded,

—

the temporary taxes impofed for defraying the

expenfe of the Spanifh armament being now
made permanent. Soon after which, the two

houfes adjourned for the Eailer recefs.

During this interval, it may be proper to trans-

fer our attention to the ftate of affairs on the

Continent.

In the courfe of the winter, general Dumou-
riez had propofed to the Executive Council to

take pofleffion of Maeftricht, without which he

alleged neither the paflage of the Meufe nor

the territory of Liege could be defended ; en-

gaging, by manifefto, to reilore it to the Dutch

at the end of the war. That important city

being then wholly unprepared for defence, the

attempt was no doubt extremely feaiible 5 but

the government of France^ with a firmnefs

which mowed their reluctance to break with

the maritime powers, refilled this great tempta-

tion, and exprefsly commanded the general to

preferve the ftrieteft neutrality towards the

United Provinces. No fooncr was war decided

upon than general Dumouriez haftened to put

into



GEORGE III. 31

into execution the plan he had formed, to ad-

vance with a body of troops ported at the Moer-

dyke, and, mafking Breda and Gertruydenburg

on the right, and Bergen-op-zoom, Klundert,

and Williamfladt, on the left, to efTe£r. a paf-

fage over an arm of the fea to Dordt, and thus

penetrate at once into the heart of Holland.

In the mean time general Miranda had orders,

leaving general Valence before Maeitricht, to

march with all expedition to Nimeguen, in

order to oppofe the expe&ed invafion of the

PruiTians on that fide.

General Dumouriez, afTembling his army in

the neighbourhood of Antwerp, entered the

Dutch territory on the 17th of February. On
the 24th Breda furrendered, through the cow-

ardice or treachery of its governor, count By-

land, almoft on the firft fummons. The fort of

Klundert was taken, after a brave defence, on

the 26th. Within nine days afterwards, Ger-

truydenburg followed the example of Breda

;

but Williamftadt made an obftinate refiftance ;

and while the French troops were Hill engaged

in the iiege of this fmall, but ftrong, fortrefs,

intelligence arrived from the eaftern frontier

of the Netherlands which materially changed

the face of the war. On the lft of March,

general CJairfait, having fuddenly paffed the

Roer in the night, attacked the French polls

on
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on that fide, and compelled them to retreat as

far as Alderhaven, with the lofs of 2000 men.

The following day the archduke, brother to the

reigning emperor, carried feveral batteries, and

took nine pieces of cannon. On the 3d, the

prince of Saxe Cobourg, who had highly diftin-

guifhed himfelf in the war with the Turks, ob-

tained a fignal advantage over general Valence

and his army, driving them from Aix-la-Cha-

pelle to the vicinity of Liege, with the lofs of

more than 5000 men and twenty pieces of can-

non. The fiege of Maeftricht was immediately

raifed -, and at midnight, on the 4th, general

Miranda gave orders for a general retreat to

Tongres, whence the French armies were again

compelled to fall back to St. Tron, where Mi-

randa was joined by general Valence, who had

by this time evacuated Liege and its territory ;

and on the 8th they moved towards Tirle-

mont.

General Dumouriez himfelf now arrived to

take the command in perfon, leaving the con-

duel of affairs on the northern frontier to the

care of general de Flers. Bat the army was

wholly difpirited by the departure of their ge-

neral. The Prufiians advanced by way of Bois-

le-duc. A corps .of 12000 Hanoverians, rein-

forced by feveral thoufand Britifh troops, with

the duke of York at their head, arrived nearly

at
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at the fame time in Holland 5 and the fiege of

Williamftadt was raifed. Inftead of proceeding

to Dordt, De Flcrs was compelled to throw

himfelf into Breda, the main body of the army

retiring precipitately to Antwerp.

The troops under Miranda and Valence felt

all their confidence revive on feeing their former

victorious commander at their head ; but the

caprice of fortune difappointed their hopes.

On the 18th of March a general engagement

took place on the Plains of Neerwinden, which

continued with unremitted obftinacy from morn-

ing till evening, when the French were to-

tally routed, with very confiderable lofs. Mi-

randa was, upon this occalion, charged by Du-

mouriez with caufing, by his mifconduct, the

lofs of the battle ; but that officer retorted with

great fpirit on his commander-in-chief, vindi-

cating himfelf with great ability, and plainly in-

timating his fufpicions of treachery on the part

of Dumouriez. He declared that Dumouriez,

who had never before failed to confult him upon

every occafion, did not even mention the ar-

rangements for the battle of Neerwinden to

him -, and that the pofition of the enemy had

not been previoufly reconnoitred.

The French continued retreating ; and, on

the 21ft, general Dumouriez took poll: ne^r

JLouvain. Here a fort of tacit fufpeniion of

vol. v. » hoftilities
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hoftilities took place, and the French army was

allowed to march back to their own frontier

without any ferious moleftation, on condition of

evacuating BrufTels, and all the other towns of

Brabant, &c. Hill in their poffeffion. On the

27th, general Dumouriez held a conference

with an Auftrian officer of high diftin&ion,

colonel Mack, from whom he did not, as he

tells us, conceal his delign of marching againft

Paris, with a view of re-eftablifhing the con-

ftitutional monarchy of 1791 : and it was agreed

that the Imperialiits mould aft as auxiliaries

merely in the accomplifhment of this plan ; not

advancing, except in cafe or neceffity, beyond

the frontier of France : and that the troops to

be eventually furnillied by the prince of Co-

bourg fhould a£t entirely under the direction

of general Dumouriez.

The deligns of Dumouriez did not, however,

pafs unfufpe£ted at Paris. Three commiflion-

ers from the executive power had therefore

been difpatched to Flanders, under the pre-

tence of conferring with the general concern-

ing the affairs of Belgium. In this interview

Dumouriez exprelTed himfelf with great vio-

lence againft the jacobins. " They would ruin

France," faid he j
" but I will fave it, though

they mould call me a Caefar, a Cromwell, or a

Monk." He ftyled the Convention " an horde

of
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of ruffians f
9 and declared, " that this affem-

bly would not exift three weeks longer ; that

France mull have a king :" adding, " that,

fince the battle of Gemappe, he had wept over
.

his fuccefs in lb bad a caufe."

On the return of the commiffioners to Paris,

fufpicion being converted into certainty, ge-

neral Dumouriez was fummoned to appear at

the bar of the Convention, and M. Bournonville

appointed to fuperfede him. Four new com-

miffioners alfo were deputed to the army of the

north, with powers to fufpend and arreft all

officers who mould fall under their fufpicion.

On their arrival at Lille, March 28, the com-

miffioners tranfmitted their orders to general

Dumouriez, to appear before them, and anfwer

the charges againft him. But the general had

already fully arranged his plan, and the Ru-

bicon was paffed. He replied, therefore, " that,

in the prefent exigent circumitances, he could

not leave the army for a moment ; that when
he did enter Lille, it would be in order to purge

it of traitors ; and that he valued his head too

much to fubmit it to an arbitrary tribunal."

The commiffioners now adopted the daring

refolution to proceed to the camp ; but they

found by experience how dangerous was the at-

tempt to feize the perfon of a general at the

head of his army. On the 1ft of April they

d 2 arrived.
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arrived, in company with M. BournonviHe, a?

St. Amand, the head-quarters of general Du-

mouriez > and, being admitted to his prefence y

explained to him the objecl: of their million.

After a long conference, the general, finding

them inflexible in their purpofe, gave the fignal

for a body of foldiers who were in waiting, and

ordered M. Bournonville and the four commif-

fioners, in the number of whom was the noted-

M.Camus, immediately to be conveyed to ge-

neral Clairfait's head-quarters at Tournay, to be

kept as hoftages for the fafety of the royal fa-

mily.

Notwithstanding the great popularity of ge-

neral Dumouriez, fymptoms foon appeared in

the army of extreme diflatisfaclion at this a£r. of

treachery and violence. On the morning of the

3d, Dumouriez repaired to the camp of Maulde,

and harangued the troops, amidft the murmurs

of many of the battalions. On the next day he

departed with his fuite for Conde, which for-

trefs, with Valenciennes, he had engaged to put

into the hands of the Auftrians : but on the

road he received intelligence that it would not

be fafe for him to enter the place ; and, in

making his retreat, he fell in with a column of

volunteer guards, who called to him to fuitfen-

der : but the general, trufting to the fwiftnefs

ot his horfe, made, with great difficulty, his

efcapc
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efeape to the quarters of general Mack, through

.a dreadful difcharge of mufquetry. His exam-

ple was followed by general Lamorliere, the

due de Chartres, fon of the duke of Orleans,

and a few hundreds of private foldiers only out

of the numerous army which he had commanded

with fuch brilliant fuccefs. On the very next

day appeared a proclamation from general Du-

mouriez, containing a recapitulation of his fer-

vices to the French republic, a glowing picture

ot the outrages of the jacobins, and of the

mifchiefs to be apprehended from a continua-

tion ot anarchy in France ; concluding with an

exhortation to the French to reftore the conftf-

tution of 1791, and a declaration on oath that

he bore arms only tor that purpofe.

This proclamation was accompanied by a

very judicious manifefto on the part of the

prince of Cobourg, now commander-in-chief of

the armies of Aultria. After paffing fomc enco-

miums on the patriotic views of general Du-

mouriez, it announced, ' f that the allied powers

were no longer to be coniidered as principals,

but merely as auxiliaries, in the war ; that they

"had no other object than to co-operate with

the general in giving to France her conftitu-

tional king, and the conflitution Jlie formed for her-

fslfy On his word of honor he pledged him-

jfelf, '' that he would not come upon the French

d 3 territory
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territory to make conquefts, but folely for the

ends above fpecified :" and his ferene highnefs

declared further, " that any ftrong places which

ihould be put into his hands would be confi-

dered as iacred depoiits, to be delivered up

when the conftitutional government in France

fliould be reftored."

Such was the wife and generous policy of

this heroic commander. Bui, by this time,

Antwerp, Breda, and the other conquefts of

France on the Dutch frontier were evacuated ;

and a new and dazzling fcene of ambition and

aggrandifement began once more to open to the

view of the allied powers. On the 8th of April

a grand council was held at Antwerp, at which

were prefent the prince of Orange,' accompa-

nied by the grand-penfionary Vander Spiegel,

the prince of Cobourg, counts Metternich, Sta-

remberg, &c. with the Pruffian, Spanifh, and

Neapolitan ambafladors. Here the whole plan

of operations was completely changed, and the

prince of Cobourg was molt relu&antly com-

pelled to give the fanction of his name to a

proclamation of the 9th of April, virtually re-

funding all which was contained in that of

the 5th.

France appeared at this time, it mint be com
feffed, in a fituation truly dangerous. She was

now in a ftate ol open war with Avftria, Pruftia,

Great
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Great Britain, Holland, Spain, Sardinia, and the

Sicilies : her principal army had been driven,

by a feries of unfuccefsful attacks, from all her

recent conquefts ; and was now, by defection

of its commander, in a Hate of complete difor-

ganifation : the Imperialifts, affifted by the ef-

forts of England and Holland, were eitablifhed

in great force on the frontier. On the fide of

the Rhine, the Pruffians, under the duke of

Brunfwic, threatened the important city of

Mentz : and, what was perhaps {till more

alarming to the French government, a moft

formidable infurreftion at this period broke

out in the ancient provinces of Brittany and

Poitou, now diftinguifhed by the names of the

departments of La Vendee and La Loire. Aft-

er gaining various advantages over the troops

fent againft them by the Convention, the infur-

gents, who profefled to aft under the authority

of Monfieur (the count de Provence), as regent

of France, they held the city of Nantz itfelf

in a ftate of fiege ; and the fituation of the

revolted provinces being highly favorable to

their defigns, and enabling them to receive fup-

plies to any amount, and with the utmoft faci-

lity, from England, there appeared little proba-

bility of their fuppreffion.

The extreme elation of the court of London

in particular, at this moment, difplayed itfelf

r> 4 moft
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mod confpicuoufly in a fingular memorial pre-*

fented by lord Aukland, April the 5th, to the

States General*, in which his lordlhip ftated,

in allufion to the capture of M. Camus and the

other Conventional commiffioners, that the di-

vine vengeance, for the atrocious crime which

had been by their High MightinefTes with hor-

ror forefeen, Teemed not to have been tardy.

M Some of thefe deteftable regicides are now,"

faid his lordihip, " in fuch a lituation, that they

can be fubjecled to the fword of the law ; the

reft are (till in the midfl of a people whom they

have plunged into an abyfs of evils, and for

whom famine, anarchy, and civil war, are about

to prepare new calamities. In fhort, every

thing that we fee happen induces vis to con r

fider as not far diftant the end of thefe wretches,

whofe madnefs and atrocities have filled with

terror and indignation all thofe who refpect the

principles of religion, morality, and humanity,

The underfigned, therefore, fubmit to the enT

lightened judgment and wifdpm of your High

MightinefTes, whether it would not be proper

to employ all the means in your power to pro-

hibit from entering your ftates in Europe, or

* It is true that count Staremberg, the Imperial ambaflador

at the Hague, alfo figned the memorial ; but, from the

{hortnefs of the interval that had elapfed, it evidently coulrj

pot have been in confequence of orders from his court.
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your colonics, all thofe members of the pic-

tended National Convention, or of the pro

tended Executive Council, who have, directly

or indireclly, participated in the laid crime -

t

and, if they ijhould be difcovered and arretted,

to deliver them up to juftice, that they may

ferve as a IefTon and example to mankind."-—

•

To this fanguinary memorial the fuperior wif-

dom and humanity of the Dutch government

declined any reply ; but it remains a finking

Jiiftoric proof of the iimilar temper and difpo-

iition which frequently actuates thofe who apr

pear to differ mod widejy in their principles.

The fpirit of Popery is not confined to thofe

who bear the name of ^apifts, nor the fpirit of

Jacobinifm to thofe who are branded with the

appellation of Jacobins.

The political creed of the court of London

at this period may be clearly traced in a fermon

preached before the houfe of lords, January 30,

1793, by Dr. Horfeley, bifhop of St. David's,

containing fentiments for which, in the reign

of William III. he would have been deprived

of his bifhqpric ; but for which, in that of

.George III. he was, fhortly after promoted to

the fuperior fee of Rpchei]:er.

—

c
' God, to his

own fecret purpofe," fays this genuine fuccefTor

of Sibthorp and Manwaring, " directs the worft

iitStions of tyrants no lef* than the beft of godly

princes:



42 GEORGE III.

princes : man's abufe, therefore, of his dele-

gated authority, is to be borne by refignation,

like any other of God's judgments. The oppo-

fition of the individual to the fovereign power is

an oppofition to God's providential arrange-

ments. In governments which are the worft

adminiftered, the fovereign power, for the mod
part, is a terror not to good works, but to the

evil •> and, upon the whole, far more beneficial

than detrimental to the fubjeft. But this gene-

ral good of government cannot be fecured upon

any other terms than the fubmiffion of the indi-

vidual to what may be called its extraordinary

evils. St. Paul reprefents the earthly fovereign

as the vicegerent of God, accountable for mif-

conduft to his heavenly mailer, but entitled to

obedience from the fubjecls."

The energy of the French Convention di-

fplayed itfelf in a moft extrar oinary manner in

the midft of the prefent circumftances of em-

barrafTment and diltrefs. New commifiioners

being nominated to fucceed Camus and his col-

leagues, omitted no means of reftoring order*

and invigorating the fpirit of the French army.

General Dampierre, who had evinced his pa-

triotifm by his refiftance to the orders of Du-

mouriez, was proviiionally appointed to the

chief command, and in a very ihort time was

fo fuccefsful in his exertions as to be enabled

to
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to lead them with confidence into action. From

the middle of April to the 8th of May, a va-

riety of p irtial, though fharp and bloody, en-

gagements took place between the two armies,

in which no deciiive advantage was gained.

On that general Dampierre advanced in perfon

to dislodge a large body of the enemy ported

near the Wood of Vicoigne ; but martial ardor

prompting him to expofe his perfon too raflily

to the enemy's fire, his thigh was carried off by

a cannon-ball, and he died the following day,

deeply regretted, leaving the command in the

hands of general Lamarche. In this aclion the

Englifh troops were engaged in the field for

the firft time in this war, and behaved with all

their characleriftic intrepidity ; but by the inex-

perience of the duke of York, their commander

(for there is no royal road to the knowledge

of military taclics any more than of geometry),

being ordered to the attack of a ftrong poft in

the wood, where they were expofed to the fire

of fome mafked batteries, they fuffered fo much,

that it was not thought expedient to make any

official return of the killed and wounded.
*• Great God!" exclaimed on this occa'fion.

one of the French generals to an Englifh officer

taken prifoner in the engagement, "Why do

you gallant Britons come hither to deftroy us,

or be yourfelves defiroyed ? We have no quar-

rel
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rcl with you ; and are fighting only in defence

of that liberty which was purchafed for you by

the belt blood of your anceftors."

The fiege of Valenciennes being now in con-

templation of the prince of Cobourg, it was

determined by the allies to attempt an attack

upon the fortified camp of Famarsv which pro?

teclcd and covered that important fortrefs, Conde

being already inverted. At day-break, on the

23d of May, the Britifh and Hanoverians under

their royal commander, and the Aullrians and

German auxiliaries under the prince of Cobourg

and general Clairfait, made a joint aiTault upon

the advanced pofts of the French. The contpit

was fevere ; but the French were evidently

worfted, and, in the courfe of the night, they

abandoned their camp, retreating towards Bou-

chain and Cambray. This fuccefs enabled the

allies to lay fiege in form to Valenciennes. On
the lft of June general Cuftine arrived to take

the command of the armies of the North and

the Ardennes ; but he deemed himfelf unequal

to the talk of rendering effectual relief to that

fortrefs, before which the trenches were opened

on the 14th of that month; and, towards the

beginning of July, the befiegers were able to

bring 200 pieces of heavy artillery to play upon

it. Mines and counter-mines innumerable were

formed alfo in the courfe of. this fiege, both by

ft*
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the affaikints and the garrifon ; and many fierce

fubterranean conflicts were carried on with va-

rious fuccefs. But on the night of the 25th

July thofe under the glacis and horn-work of

the fortrefs were fprung, on the part or the be-

iiegers, with complete fuccefs, and the Englifh

and Auftrians feized the favorable moment for

attacking the covered-way, of which they made

themfelves mafters. On the next day the place

furrendered on honorable terms of capitulation,

the duke of York taking poifeffion of it in be-

half of the emperor of Germany. Nearly at

the fame time the garrifon of Conde yielded

themfelves prifoners of war, after enduring all

the rigors of famine ; and Mentz fubmitted, not

without a long and refolute refiftance, to the

arms of Pruilia.

On the 8th of Auguft the French were driven

from the ftrong pofition they occupied behind

the Scheld, which was known by the name of

Caifar's Camp : after which a grand council

of war was held, wherein it was determined

that the Britifh, Hanoverians, Dutch, and Hef-

fians, lhould feparate from the Auftrians, and

torm a diftinft army, not dependent upon the

co-operation of the Auftrians. This was ftrongly

oppofed by the prince of Cobourg and general

Clairfait, who clearly law the fatal confequences

of
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of a fyftem fo different from that which had

been adopted with fuch glorious fuccefs by the

duke of Marlborough and prince Eugene. The

Britiih army, conduced by the duke of York,

immediately decamped; and, on the 18th of

Auguft, arrived in the vicinity of Menin, where

fome fevere contefts took place, and the poll

of Lincelles, loft by the Dutch, was recovered

by the Englifh, at the point of the bayonet, led

on by general fir John Lake, though very infe-

rior in force, with a fignal difplay of fpirit and

intrepidity.

Moving, with little refiftance, towards Dun-

kirk, the trenches were opened before that for-

trefs on the 24th j and the duke of York, having

entertained a fecret correfpondence with the go-

vernor-general, O'Moran, flattered himfelf with

obtaining fpeedy poffeflion of the place. On
the other fide, general Clairfait invefted the

town of Quefnoy ; and the prince of Cobourg,

who commanded the covering army, having

defeated a body of troops which had been fent

for its relief, the place furrendered on the 11th

of September.

With thefe achievements the fucceffes of the

allies may be faid to have terminated ; and

Quefnoy was the extreme point of the progre'fs

made in the courfe of this memorable campaign

by
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by the combined powers againft France.—W$
mult now once more change the fcene, and re-

vert to the ftate of affairs in England.

It is a facl: molt memorable in the hiftory of

this eventful period, that, on the 2d of April,

M. Le Brun, minifter of foreign affairs in France,

addreffed a letter to lord Grenville, in which,

ftating that the French republic was defirous

to terminate all its differences with Great Bri-

tain and to end a war dreadful to humanity, and

requefting a paffport for a perfon veiled with

full powers for that purpofe to the court of

London ; and, in a feparate letter, he named

M. Maret as the propofed plenipotentiary of

France, if this intimation produced the defired

effect. This letter was delivered to lord Gren-

ville by a Mr. John Sailer, notary-public, who
formally attefted the receipt of them from M.
Le Brun. To this noble advance on the pa.rt

of the French government the Britiih miniftry,

obftinate in their errors, paid no kind of atten-

tion. From this early concellion it is probable

that the French perceived their miftake in fup-

pofing (as they had, indeed, a good right to do,

from the tenor of the exifting treaty of 1786)

that the difmiflion of the ambaffador Chauvelin

was intended by the court of London as a de-

claration of war ; whereas it fubfequently ap-

peared, from the fecret negotiation which Mr.

Pitt
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Pitt was at the fame time carrying on with' ge-

neral Dumouriez, that this famous difmimor?1

was a mere aft of pride and paflion, and by no

means of deliberate and premeditated policy.

It is even not improbable that, in the thought--

lefs precipitation of the moment, the fecond

article of the treaty was not at all adverted to

by politicians of fuch a defcription as now Com-

pofed the Britilh cabinet. But the hopes of

the enemies of France were now high and fan-

guine y and, although the French executive

government unqueftionably would not have

made any fuch overture in prefent circum-

ltances, had they not been previoufly deter-

mined to give ample fatisfaction to England,

whofe friendihip and fupport mull: have been

of the utmoft confequence to the reigning party,

this conlidcration had no weight with the Bri-

tilh miniltry, who would not even deign, in

this fecond paroxyfm of blind prefumption, to

hearken to what M. Maret had to propofe.

Far from feeling the flighteft inclination to

encourage an overture fo confonant to the die-

tatcs of policy and humanity, a treaty was about

this time concluded with the king of Sardinia,

by which England bound herfelf not only " to

furniih to his Sardinian majeily a fubiidy of

200,000/. per annum, to be paid three months

in advance," which was an article of trivial

moment.
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moment, but alio " not to conclude a peace

with the enemy without comprehending in it

the entire restitution of all the dominions be-

longing to this monarch previous to the com-

mencement of the war ;'* although it had never

been pretended that it was incumbent upon

Great Britain to enter into the war againft

France for any fuch prepofterous purpofe.

On the re-alTembling of parliament after the

Eafter recefs, the attention of the legiflature

was forcibly attracted by the unparalleled num-

ber and extent of the bankruptcies which had

taken place fince the commencement of the

war, as the firft bleffed fruits of it, and the

almoft total ftagnation and paralyfis of commer-

cial credit. A fele£t committee was imme-

diately appointed to report their opinion to the

houfe on the bell means of applying a remedy

to this tremendous evil, which originated, as

there was good reafon to believe, in the alarm

occafioned by the invafion of Holland. The re-

port of the committee Hated, that it would be

advifable to iffue Exchequer-bills, to the amount

of five millions, to commiflioners nominated for

the purpofe, for the affiitance and accommoda-

tion of fuch mercantile perfons as may apply,

and who mall give proper fecurity for the fums

that may be advanced on intereft, for a time

to be limited. This mode of relief, dangerous

vol.v. e in
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in its ultimate tendency and liability of abufe,

was found extremely beneficial in its immediate

operation, and the tide of commerce foon re-

turned to its accuftomed channel.

On the 25th of April Mr. Sheridan called the

attention of the houfe to the late extraordinary

memorial of lord Aukland to the States Gene-

ral ; and made, in the courfe of his fpeech, a

quotation from Vattel, who fays e that nations

at war ought carefully to abftain from all harlh

cxpreflions of hatred, animofity, or contempt,

of each other.'—" This rule of policy and de-

corum," he faid, " had been totally neglected

by the noble lord. But the indecency of his

late memorial was by no means its worft fea-

ture : it difclofed a principle of war entirely new

in the hiftory of mankind, viz. that zve were en-

titled to take upon ourfelves the execution of the Di-

vine vengeance, and, if applied in its full extent,

fome millions of men muft be put to death be-

fore we could negotiate for peace. To infer

the righteoufnefs of the caufe in which we were

engaged from the partial fuccefs we had ob-

tained was impious and prefumptuous. We
mould be at If alt iilent till we faw the termi-

nation of hoftilities. Vengeance was the pre-

rogative of the Divinity, to whom alone it

ought tOs be left—a prerogative too high and

dangerous to be arrogated or exercifed by a

being
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being fo limited in his powers and capacities as

man." He concluded with moving an addrefs

to his majefty, expreffive of the difpleafure of

the houfe at the memorial in queftion; and

(rating, that the minifter who prefented it had

departed from the principles on which the houfe

had concurred in the meafures for the fupport

of the war.

Mr. Pitt entered into an elaborate defence

of lord Aukland, and uttered a vehement invec-

tive againft the Convention ; and the motion

was rejected by a vaft majority of the houfe.

Some time after this, lord Aukland being re-

turned to England, a refolution was moved in

the houfe of peers by lord Stanhope, importing

" that the meaning and intention of the faid

memorial was to bring the French Conventional

commiffioners delivered up by Dumouriez to

trial, in order to put them to death." His lord-

fliip ftyled the memorial an infamous, horrid,

and diabolical paper 3 and faid, that if the re-

folutions he mould move were carried, he mould

think it his duty to proceed againft lord Auk-

land as the author. Lord Grenville took up the

defence of lord Aukland with violence, and de-

clared that the memorial was framed in the fpi-

rit, if not in the letter, of the ambalTador's in-

ftru£tions : and he moved an amendment, pro-

nouncing it conformable to the fentiments of his

£ 2 majeily,
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majefty, and confonant to thofe principles ofjuf-

tice and policy which it became the honor and

dignity of the nation to exprefs. Lord Auk-

land vindicated his own memorial, and avowed

it to be his opinion, " that thofe who caufed the

death of the king of France were murderers,

and that murderers ought to be brought to juf-

tice." And the amendment of lord Grenville

was carried without a divifion.

As the charter of the Eaft-India Company

would expire in the year 1794, it was the wifh

of very many enlightened patriots that the trade

to the Eaft Indies mould be thrown open, and

their fyftem of commercial monopoly for ever

deftroyed. But Mr. Dundas, in the prefent

feffion, completely extinguifhed all hopes of

this nature by bringing in a bill, which foon

after pafied into an aft, to renew the charter

for twenty years, upon terms which varied little

from the exifting regulations.

On the 2d of May Mr. Grey made his pro-

mifed and celebrated motion for a reform in the

reprefentation. Many petitions were previoufly

prefented to the houfe, pointing to the fame

object, but, for the molt part, by the obnoxious

mode of univerfal fuffrage and annual parlia-

ments,—the moderate reformers being almoft

univerfally converted into alarmifts. That this

•wpukir plan of reform would be unattended

by
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by thofe terrible confequences which have been

fo generally apprehended is extremely probable

;

but the odium under which it had the misfor-

tune to labour was a fufficient reafon for the

judicious to abandon the idea of it. But the

circumftance moft remarkable in thefe petitions

was, that the majority of the petitioners claimed

the adoption of this plan upon the principles of

the duke of Richmond, as a matter of abfolute

abftraft right, and not upon any mere ground

of national utility and policy. Nothing cer-

tainly can lead to more abfurd and dangerous

confequences than the ad million of a claim of

this nature ; or, indeed, to fuppofe that any

political right can exift which does not originate

in political utility : but there is good reafon to

believe, that though the petitioners, in confif-

tency with their principles, could not afk lefs

than they imagined to be their undoubted and

indefeafible right, they would, for the moll part,

have been well fatisfied with fuch a moderate

and temperate melioration of the prefent fyilem

as would have fufficed to attain the chief prac-

tical purpofes of parliamentary reform.

The petition from Sheffield was figned by no

lefs than 8000 names; from Norwich, 3700;

from Birmingham, 2700 ; from London and

Weftminfter, 6000. But the moft remarkable

E 3 by
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by far of the petitions of this day was that

framed by the Society of the Friends of the Peo-

ple, and prefented to the houfe by Mr. Grey.

It was of fuch length as to take up near half an

hour in reading ; and it contained a moft ma-

fterly recapitulation of the abufes of the prefent

parliamentary fyftem of reprefentation, expreffed

in very dignified and correct language j and

praying the houfe for an effectual reform of thefe

abufes, in animated terms, without fpecifying

any particular mode of redrefs.

H Your petitioners complain (fay they) that

the number of reprefentatives affigned to the

different counties is grofsly difproportioned to

their comparative extent, population, and trade.

" Your petitioners complain that the eleclive

franchife is fo partially and unequally diftri-

buted, and is in fo many inftances committed

to bodies of men of fuch very limited numbers,

that the majority of your honorable houfe is

elected by lefs than 1 5000 electors, which, even

if the male adults in the kingdom be eftimated

at fo low a number as three millions, is not more

than the two-hundredth part of the people to be

reprefented.

" Your petitioners complain that the right of

voting is regulated by no uniform or rational

principle.

" Your
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" Your petitioners complain that the exercife

of the elective franchife is only renewed once in

feven years.

" Your petitioners thus dijtinclly ftate the

fubjeft-matter of their complaints, that your

honorable houfe may be convinced that they

are acting from no fpirit of general difcontent,

and that you may with the more eafe be enabled

to inquire into the facts, and apply the re-

medy."

After a very accurate ftatement of the exten-

five mifchiefs arifing from thefe fources, they

add—" Your petitioners muft now beg leave

to call the attention of your honorable houfe to

the greateft evil produced by thefe defects in

the reprefentation of which they complain,

namely, the extent of private parliamentary-

patronage—an abufe which obvioully tends to

exclude the great mafs of the people from any

fubftantial influence in the election of the houfe

of commons, and which, in its progrefs, threat-

ens to ufurp the fovereignty of the country, to

the equal danger of the king, of the lords, and

of the commons. Your petitioners are confi-

dent that, in what they have ftated, they are

fupported by the evidence of facts ; and they

truft that, in conveying thofe facts to your ho-

norable houfe, they have not been betrayed

into the language of reproach or difrefpect.

e 4 Anxious



56 GEORGE III.

Anxious to preferve in its purity a conftitution

they love and admire, they have thought it

their duty to lay before you, not general fpe-

culations deduced from theoretical opinions,

but pofitive truths fufceptible of direct proof;

and if, in the performance of this talk, they

have been obliged to call your attention to

affertions which you have not been accuftomed

to hear, and which they lament that they are

compelled to make, they intreat the indulgence

of your honorable houfe."

Whoever reads this celebrated petition, and

ftill retains the opinion that the parliamentary

reprefentation of this kingdom needs no reform,

may be regarded as in a ftate of mind far beyond

the reach of facts or of argument. The alle-

gations of the petition were dwelt upon by Mr.

Grey with great eloquence and ability ; and all

the chief fpeakers in the houfe took part in the

debate, which was protracted to the unufual

length of two days. Mr. Pitt oppofed the mo-

tion for referring the petitions to a committee,

upon the plaufible pretext of the danger which

would, at the prefent crifis, be incurred by what

he ftyled a change in the conftitution—holding

up in terrific profpect the events which had re-

cently taken place in France, though between

the political fituations of the two countries there

exifted not the molt diftant analogy. It could

not
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not efcape notice, that although Mr. Pitt had,

from the commencement of his political career,

pledged himfelf never to lofe fight of this great

object, that perfidious minifter had, finee his

acceffion to power ten years fmce, made only-

one feeble effort for its accomplishment : and

he had moreover oppoled, almoft invariably and

with effect, every liberal meafure which had

from time to time been brought forward in par-

liament for the extenfion of the general fyftem

of conftitutional liberty ; demonflrating, by this

means, the neceffity of that radical reform which

he now profeffed fo vehemently to deprecate.

The houfe at length divided, the votes being

41 for, and 282 againft, referring the petitions

to a committee.

On the 21ft of June (1793) the king prorogued

the parliament. In his fpeech on this occafion

his majefty noticed the rapid and fignal fuc-

ceffes which had, irt an early period of the cam-

paign, attended the operations of the combined

armies; the refpeftable and powerful force which

he had been enabled to employ by fea and land ;

and the meafures which he had concerted with

other powers for the effectual profecution of the

war ; all of which afforded the beff. profpecl of a

happy iffue to the important conteft in which

We were engaged.—But events unfortunately

proved
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proved that infallibility is not one of the prero-

gatives of royalty.

On the 10th of January (1793) the parliament

of Ireland was convened at Dublin by the earl

of Weftmoreland, lord-lieutenant of that king-

dom, the lituation of which had for fome time

paft been gradually growing very critical. The
fanguine hopes of emancipation which the Ca-

tholics, who conftituted three-fourths of the

whole population of Ireland, had indulged at

the time of the military convention at Dungan-

non in the year 1783 had been quickly extin-

guiihed ; for it manifellly appeared that the

whole body of the Protectants, thofe who were

the molt zealous for, as well as thofe who were

moil violent againft, the caufe of parliamentary

and political reform, were almolf equally hof-

tile to the Catholic claims. The earl of Charle-

mont himfelf had, in the ftrongeft manner, dis-

countenanced them ; and the Catholics, in de-

fpair, feemed to abandon their project. But on

the firft fplendid fuccefs of the revolution in

France all their former expectations revived

with increafe of vigor ; and the liberal and

noble principles of government, promulgated

by the National Affembly in its memorable De-

claration of Rights, infufed a kindred fpirit into

the minds of many who had been previoufly

friends
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friends and advocates of reform on a more nar-

row and contracted fcale.

Ever lince the year 1780 the Irith Catholics

had chofen from among themfelves a general

committee of delegates, which fat at Dublin.

and whofe province it was to watch over the

interefts of the Catholics as a dhtinct. body :

and a numerous affociation of the friends of li-

berty, confuting indifcriminately of Proteftants

and Catholics, had recently been eftablifhed,

under the name of the Society of United
Irishmen, whofe object it was to obtain a com-

plete emancipation for the Catholics, and a ra-

dical reform of parliament on the principles of

univerfal fuffrage and annual election.

In the preceding feffion of 1792 the govern-

ment had made fome conceihons to the Catho-

lics, which only ferved to mow that they were

regaining fome degree of political confequence,

and to infpire them with the hope and belief

of greater fuccefs. By this a6t all legal ob-

itructions to the intermarriages of Catholics and

i Proteftants were removed. The right ot taking-

apprentices and of keeping fchools was reflored

to them, and they were permitted to practife

at the bar. But the grand code of tyranny and

oppreffion (till remained in force : and in a re-

port made by a committee of the Society of

United Iriflimen to the members of it at this

period,
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period, a mod frightful picture is exhibited of

the reftri£tions and disabilities, the pains and

the penalties, to which the great body of the

Catholics of Ireland were ftill liable, under the

feveral heads of education, guardianship, mar-

riage, felf-defence, exercife of religion, civil fran-

chifes, acquifition and enjoyment of property.

The number and extenlive fcope of the fta-

tutes enumerated in the report were calculated

to excite the aftonifhment, no lefs than the

indignation and abhorrence, of every reflecting

perfon—" Statutes," to ufe the language of the

reporters, " unexampled for their inhumanity

and impolicy, under the galling yoke of which

the great majority of the Irifh nation had long

patiently languished."—" We recognize," fays

this excellent report, " a free ftate in the right

exercifed by its inhabitants of framing laws for

the fecurity of their liberty and property againir.

all invalion : but with us the order of civil af-

fociation is reverfed, and the law becomes the

foe, the ruffian that violates the rights and de-

ftroys the harmony of fociety.—As to the fa-

vored part of the community, your committee

(fay they) conlidering that this black code,

worthy of a Turkifh divan in its expanded ope-

rations over this realm, is utterly fubverfive of

the fundamental principles of the conftitution,

feel it their duty ferioufly to inculcate this truth s

that
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that our liberties muft ever reft on the moll pre-

carious foundation, while feven-eighths of our

fellow-citizens remain palfied in the exercife of

thofe rights which were our common inheri-

tance.—No conftitution can be fecure unlefs

the body of the people have an equal intereft

therein."

Alfo the general committee of Catholics pub-

lilhed (March 1792) a Declaration, in the ftrong-

eft terms difavowing and abjuring the moft ob-

noxious tenets imputed to the Catholics, and

fuch as could alone, with any plauiibility, be

pleaded in palliation of the dreadful rigor of the

penal code—fuch as the doclrine of the depo-

sition of princes by the pope ; that no faith is

to be kept with heretics—that men may be

abfo^ved from the obligation of their oaths

—

that the pope poffeiYes any civil authority or ju-

risdiction whatever within the realm ; and even

that the pope has any claim to the attribute of

infallibity, or the power of pardoning fins or

moral offences at his will. The Declaration

concludes with a moil folemn renunciation of

all claim or pretence to the lands forfeited by

the different acts of fettlement and attainder ;

and an equally folemn difclaimcr of any inten-

tion to fubvert the actually fublifting eftablifh-

ment either in church or ftate.

In another of their publications they thus in

pathetic
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pathetic and moving terms invoke the juftice

and companion of the legiflative power. " Be-

hold us before you, three millions of the people

of Ireland, fubjecls of the fame king, inhabi-

tants of the fame land, bound together by the

fame focial contract, good and loyal fubje&s

to his majefly, his crown and government, yet

doomed to one unqualified incapacity—to an

univerfal civil profcription. We are excluded

from the Hate, we are excluded from the re-

venues, we are excluded from every diftinc-

tion, every privilege, every office, every emo-

lument, every civil trufr, every corporate right.

We are excluded from the navy, from the army,

from the magiltrature, from the profeflions. We
are excluded from the palladium of life, liberty,

and property—the juries and inquefts of our

country. From what are we not excluded r

We are excluded from the constitution.—We
mod humbly and earneftly fupplicate and im-

plore parliament to call this law or univerfal

exclufion to a fevere account, and now at laft

to demand of it upon what principle it ftands

of equity, of morality, of juftice, or of policy.

—

We demand the feverelt fcrutiny into our prin-

ciples, our attions, our words, and our thoughts.

Where is that people who, like us, can offer

the teflimony of an hundred years' patient fub-

miffion to a code of laws, of which no man
living
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living is now an advocate, without fcdition,

without murmur, without complaint ? Our loy-

alty had undergone a century of fevere perfec-

tion for the fake of our religion, and we have

come out of the ordeal with our religion and

with our loyalty. Why then are we ftill left

under the ban of our country ? We differ, it is

true, from the national church in fome points

of do&rinal faith—For this," fay thefe remon-

ftrants, with a juft and decent pride, " we offer

no apologv. We do not exercife an abjecl: or

obfcure fuperflition. If we err, our errors have

been, and flill are, fanctioned by the example

of many flourifhing, learned, and civilized na-

tions."

Adverting once more in this eloquent ftate-

ment of their grievances to their total and un-

merited exclufion from their rights and privi-

leges of the conftitution, they fay, " this ex-

clufion is the fource of every evil ; it makes

property infecure, and induflry precarious ; it-

pollutes the ftream of juftice ; it is the cauie

of daily humiliation. It is the infurmountabie

barrier, the impaffable line of feparation which

divides the nation, and which, keeping ani-

mofity alive, prevents the entire and cordial

intermixture of the people : and therefore in-

evitably it is that fome participation in the li-

berties and franchifes of our country becomes

the
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the primary and effential obje£t of our ardent

and common felicitation."

As a proof of the fincerity and integrity of

the public declaration made by them of their

principles, the committee of Catholics, in an

admirable addrefs to the nation at large, ftate,

as perfectly coincident with their own, the opi-

nions of the famous Catholic univerfities of the

Sorbonne, Douay, Louvaine, Alcala, Salamanca,

and Valladolid, which had been formally con-

fulted relative to the chief points now at ifiue,

by the committee of Englifli Catholics, at the

exprefs defire of the Englifh minifter, prepara-

tory to the palling of the Englifli Catholic Bill

;

—the univerfity of Louvaine, in particular, ex-

prefling its amazement that fuch queftions

ihould, at the end of the eighteenth century,

be propofed by any learned body, by the in-

habitants of a kingdom that glories in the ta-

lents and difcernment of its natives*.

The

* The Queries transmitted to the Foreign Univerfities

were as follow :

Firit, Has the pope or cardinals, or any body of men, or

any individual of the church of Rome, any civil authority,

power, jurisdiction, or pre-eminence whatever, in the realm

of England ?

Secondly, Can the pope or cardinals, or any body of men,

or any individual of the church of Rome, abfolve or difpenfe

with his majehy's fubjecls from their oath of allegiance on

any pretence whatfoever ?

Thirdly,
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The Engliih cabinet feemed, in confeqiience

of the alarming and agitated itate of the coun-

try, to be fully convinced that fome decifive

ineafures of redrefs muft now be adopted in

relation to the Catholics; and lord Weftmore-

land was inftru6ted thus, in the courfe of his

fpe'ech to the two houfes at the opening of

the prefent feflion, to eXprefs himfelf:—•" I have

it in particular command from his majefty to

recommend it to you to apply yourfelves to the

consideration of fuch meafures as may be the

mbft likely to flrengthcn and cement a general

union of fentiment among all claries and de-

fcriptions of his majefty 's Catholic fubje&s in

fupport of the eftablifhed conftitution. With

this view his majefty trufts that the iituation

of his majefty 's Catholic fubjects will engage

your ferious attention, and in the confideration

of this fubjeft he relies on the wifdon: and li-

berality of his parliament."

Early in March the expected Bill of Relief

Was brought into the houfe of commons by Mr.

Thirdly, Is there any principle in the tenets of the Ca-

tholic faith by which Catholics are justified in not keeping

faith with heretics, or other perfons differing from them in re-

ligious opinions, in any tranfa&ion either of a public or pri-

vate nature ?

It is fcarcely neceffary to fay, that all the univerMties con-

futed anfwered decidedly, and fome of them indignantly, in

the negative, to all thefe queries.

vol. v. F Secre-
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Secretary Hobart, and, in its original form, it

appeared well calculated to anfwer the purpofe

intended. The influence of the executive go-

vernment was in this inftance no lefs laudably

than powerfully and feafonably exerted ; but it

had ftrong obftacles in the bigotry and preju-

dice of a great majority of the houfe to encoun-

ter. " The inveteracy of fome," fays a writer

well informed on this fubject, " was not to be

overcome even in the agonies of their defpair.

Whatever could be faved to them from this wreck

of their monopoly they fecured by exceptions

from the broad and liberal relief which the firft

form of the bill held out *,"

Some of thefe exceptions were admitted;

others were rejected. The chief enacting ciaufe,

enabling the Catholics to exercife and enjoy

all civil and military offices and places of truft

or profit under the crown, was almcft paralyzed

by the fubfequent reftriclions,—that it mould

not be conftrued to extend to enable any Roman-

catholic to fit or vote in either houfe of parlia-

ment, or to nil the office of lord-lieutenant or

lord-chancellor, or judge in either of the three

courts of Record or Admiralty, nor keeper of

the privy-leal, fecretary of ftate, lieutenant or

cuflos rotulorum of counties, nor privy-counfel-

lor, or mailer hi Chancery, nor a general on the

* Plowden's ' Twenty Monib:,'
1

fiaff,
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ftaff, nor fheriffor fubiTieriff of any county, with

a long catalogue of other difqualifications.

Mr. Fofter, fpeaker of the houfe of commons,

declared, on the fecond reading of the bill,

that he confidered it as the prelude and cer-

tain fore-runner of the overthrow of the Proteftant

eftablifhment. And the lord-chancellor Fitzgib-

bon, who was regarded as the head of the Anti-

catholic party, declared, (i that it was an ab-

furd and wicked fpeculation to look to the total

repeal of the Popery laws of that kingdom, or

to endeavour to communicate the efficient power

of the Proteftants to the Catholics of Ireland.

As long (faid his lordfhip) as the nature of man
continues what it is, a zealous Catholic cannot

poffibly, or with good faith, exercife the pow-

ers of government in fupport of a Proteftant

eftablifhment, or of the Proteftant connection

with Great Britain. If, therefore, I am the

fmgle man to raife my voice againft fuch a pro-

ject, I will refift it.

The oppofition of the lord-chancellor was fe-

conded with great vehemence by Dr. Agar,

archbiihop of Cafhel, a prelate who had, on a

former occafion, diftinguifhed himfelf by the me-

morable declaration, " that the Roman-catholic

religion was a religion of knaves and fools."

The bill at length, clogged with innumerable

modifications and reftri&ions, pafted with few

f 2 diffen-
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ditTentient voices into a law : and thougli if

flopped far fhort of Catholic emancipation, and

bore no relation to parliamentary reform, it was

fuppofed to be all that the executive govern-

ment could, at this time, without too violent an*

exertion, efTecl ; and upon this account it wac-

received with gratitude and fatisfafction. Mr.

Curran, an eminent advocate of the Ir-ifh bar,'

and an eloquent speaker in parliament, declared,',

in relation to the fituation of the Catholics,-

V4 that had the petition paffed over laft year in 1

contemptuous neglccl by the Irifli parliament

been this year rejected by the throne, there re-

mained only one other throne for mifery to in-

voke. From that laft and dreadful appeal the

country had now been faved by the paternal

benignity of the fovereign and father of hi*

people."—As a farther conceftion to the reviv-

ing fpirit of liberty in Ireland, a Libel Bill pann-

ed, fimilar to that of Mr. Fox in England ; the

power of the crown to grant penlions on the

Ivith eftablilhmcnt was limited to the fum of

80,000/. ; and certain descriptions of placemen'

and penfioners were excluded from the privi-

lege of fitting in the houfe of commons. Alfa

the king declared his acceptance of a limited

fum, fixed at 2*2.5J&Q01. fur the expences of his

civil lift, in lieu of the hereditary revenues- of

the cdowh ;
" a incafure," as the (peaker, in his-

fpeech
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fpeech to the lord-lieutenant at tli-e clofe of

the feflion, juftly obfcrved, " eflenti-al for effec-

tuating in that kingdom a limilar control over

the application of the public money to that

which had been long eftablifhed in Great Bri-

tain."

On the other hand, the court was gratified by

the palling of Alien and Traitorous Correfpon-

den.ce Bills, -analogous to thofe of England ; and

yet more by an a£t of an extraordinary nature,

" To prevent the election or appointment of

atfFembties, purporting to reprefent the people,

or any defcription or number of the people,

under pretence of preparing or prefenting peti-

tions, &c. to the king or either houfe of par-

liament, for alteration of matters eftablifhed by

Jaw, or -redrefs of alleged grievances in church

or ftate." This act. plainly indicated the appre-

henfions of government that the Catholics would

not be permanently Satisfied with the conceffions

now made to them : and the meafure in quef-

tion was adopted, in order to make it impracti-

cable for them to meet in provincial or national

convention. The policy, therefore, of the pre-

sent feflion was not to extinguish difcontenr,

but to allay it for the prefent, and to reprefs

the external fymptoms of this political diftem-

perature in future.

The earl of Weftrnoreland, ©n proroguing the

F p parlia-
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parliament on the 16th Auguft (1793), informed

the two houfes, " that the wifdom and liberality

with which they had attended to his majefty's

recommendation in favor of his Roman-catho-

lic fubje£ts were highly pleafing to the king."

—That the fentiments of the Britifh cabinet

were not, however, really favorable to the ge-

neral interefts of liberty too plainly appeared

from the manner with which the powers of go-

vernment were exercifed at this time both in

England and Scotland.

Notwithstanding the great predominance of

the fpirit of loyalty, and the numberlefs ad-

drefles of duty and allegiance tranfmitted from

all parts of the united kingdom, and the perfe£f.

fecurity of the government, a mean and merci-

lefs fpirit of revenge difplayed itfelf in the pro-

fecution and puniihment of very many petty

offenders accufed of the vague and indefinable

crime of fedition—amongft whom were feveral

printers and bookfellers ; fo that it became ex-

tremely dangerous to publifh any tracl or pam-

phlet reflecting in any manner upon the mea-

fures of -government, and the liberty of the prefs

was filently and virtually annihilated.

The profecutions in Scotland were of a na-

ture more important and interefting. The fpirit

of political reform had diflufed itfelf very widely

in that kingdom, blended, as is toos frequently

the
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the cafe, with the alloy of enthufiafm and the-

oretic extravagance. A numerous affociation of

perfons of this complexion, fent from various

towns and diflricls, met this fummer at Edin-

burgh, under the pompous title of a Convention

of Delegates for obtaining Univerfal Suffrage and

Annual Parliaments. This was no infraction of

any known exifting law ; and a fimilar proceed-

ing had taken place in England in the year 1780

—a convention of delegates from different parts

of the kingdom, for the purpofe of obtaining

a reform in parliament, meeting in London re-

peatedly, not only without judicial or parlia-

mentary animadyerfion, but with national ap-

probation and applaufe—Mr. Pitt, now firft

minifter, being himfelf a delegate to this con-

vention.

The extreme indifcretion of the Scottifh affo-

ciation appeared, however, very manifeft, in

their affected adoption of the modes and forms

eftablifhed, in the National Affembly of France

;

and more efpecially in their habitual ufe of the

obnoxious term " Citizen." But although

thefe things indicated great puerility and want

of judgment, it cannot be denied that many

perfons of great refpeclabiiity, attending only or

chiefly to the object in view, and regardlefs" of

thefe follies which they no doubt difapproved

and defpifed, had accepted the office of del.>

f 4 gates,
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gates, and, with perfect rectitude of intention,

entered as members into this aflbciation. On a

fudden, and while the legality of this conven-

tional aflembly was yet unqueftioned, divers

of the delegates were apprehended (Auguft 1793)

on a charge of fedition, and brought to their

trial before the High Court of Judiciary, by

whom they were found guilty upon evidence

which would in the Englifh courts have been

held totally inadmilfible, and by the judges of

that defpotic tribunal fentenced to be tranfpor-

ted beyond the feas for the term of fourteen years,

to fuch place as his majefty fhould judge proper.

Of this number were, Mr. Muir, one of the

Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, Mr. Ge-

rald, whofe eloquent defecr. attracted much no-

tice, Mr. Skirving, and Mr. Margarot, who were

fcon afterwards, with many circumflances of

relentlefs barbarity, conveyed in a government;

tranfport, with a crowd of felons of the vileft

deferjption, acrofs the Atlantic and Indian Oceans

to the fettlement of Botany-Bay, The fame hard

fate awaited Mr. Palmer, an Engliih clergyman

of moral character, whofe zeal for the diffe-

mination of unitarian principles in religion had[

induced him to fix his refidence at Dundee,

where he had opened a chapel and collected

a congregation. Being a friend to political no

lefs than religious liberty, this gentleman had

beei}
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been engaged in re-printing an addrefs to the

people of Scotland on the fubjecl: of reform,

containing many bold truths and fome unguard-

ed expreffions ; not, however, more cenfurable

than might eafily be found in thoufands of pa-

pers, the political ephemera of the day, which

have in England palled altogether unnoticed.

For this oifence Mr. Palmer was tried by the

Circuit-court of Judiciary, and fentenced to

feven years' tranfportation beyond the feas. The

amiable qualities of the individuals who were

condemned excited a general fympathy for their

fufFerings, and infpired into the breafts of thou-

fands a perfect deteftation of the man and the

minifter who had raifed himfelf to power by his

pretended zeal for the caufe of parliamentary

reform, and had now become the mod impla-

cable profecutor of thofe who (till retained the

principles which he had abandoned ; prefer-

ring poverty, exile, and death, to the porTeiTion

of riches and honors purchafable only at the

price of an infamous and profligate apoflafy.

In relation to thefe trials, it was contended in

vain, though with much ftrength of legal argu-

ment, that the crime charged upon thefe gen-

tlemen was merely that of leafing -making, or pub-

lic libel ; the punifhment for which, by the law

pf Scotland, is bamfnment, under which term

tranfportation to a fpecific place, which is ob-

vioufly
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vioufly a fentenee of a feverer nature, could not

be included. As the forms of procedure in the

criminal courts of that kingdom are extremely

arbitrary, and the evidence admitted in them

to the laft degree vague and flight, the punifh-

ment annexed ought at leaft to be mild and mo-

derate : but admitting the charges againft the

prefent delinquents to be fully proven, the fen-

tenee paffed upon them was fo difproportionate

to their guilt, that the whole tranfadion was

calculated to excite, and in fa<St it did excite,

general indignation and horror, not in Britain

only, but throughout Europe. " The trial of

the Scottifb advocate T. Muir," fays a refpec-

table German writer, " who, for various en-

deavours to effect a reform of the parliament of

his country, was condemned to be tranfported

to Botany-Bay, mufl excite in the bread of every

German an efteem for his native land. We
here fee a man fent to Botany-Bay on account

of an accufation to which a German court of

juftice would have been afhamed to liften*."

The military operations of the autumnal

months of the campaign remain to be narrated.

In a feflion of the French Convention, held

Auguft 16th, the energetic and fertile genius

of Barrere conceived the fublime project of ex-

citing the whole people of France to rife en

* ALTOWA Journal, A. D. 179-4. N°3.

majfe
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majfe to expel the invaders from their territory :

and by the unremitted exertions of the Com-

mittee of Public Safety, this plan, in appear-

ance fo chimerical, was regularly digefted, and

the new levies organized with fingular difpatch

and ability.

On the 25th of Auguft the duke of York,

with his army, arrived before Dunkirk, after

waiting long for the train of artillery from

England neceffary for the fiege. During the

delay a fecret correfpondence, carried on by

the duke with general O'Moran, governor of

the place, was difcovered ; O'Moran was dif-

miffed, and afterwards fuffered for his treachery ;

and the garrifon was augmented by a reinforce-

ment of 12000 veteran troops. The defign was

therefore hopelefs. The works were, however,

carried on, though with trivial effect, till the 6th

of September, on which day the covering army,

commanded by the Hanoverian field-marfhal

Freytag, was unexpectedly attacked and totally

routed by a large body of troops fuddenly col-

lected by general Houchard ; the marfhal him-

felf and prince Adolphus, fon of the king of

England, were taken prifoners, though after-

wards refcued. A grand fortie was at the fame

time attempted by the garrifon with complete

fuccefs, and the duke of York was compelled

on the 7th to raife the fiege with the greateft

pre-
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precipitation, tuffering very great lofs in his rer

treat, or, to fpeak more properly, flight. The fine

train of heavy artillery from England was only

landed to be loft—no lefs than 114 pieces fall-

in": into the hands of the enemv. The French

government, however, far from being fatisfied

with what was effe6ted, charged the general,

M. Houchard, with culpable negligence, in not

cutting off the retreat of the Engliih army alto-

gether, as it was generally allowed he might

with much facility have done : and being der

nounced by the Jacobin party, he fuffered by

the fevere fentence of the Revolutionary Tri-

bunal. What was ftill more extraordinary, ge-

neral Cuftine, who had fignalized himfelf by

very brilliant exploits during the former and the

pre fen t campaign on the banks of the Rhine,

met with the fame cruel' fate for not attempt-

ing, by fome grand and decifive effort, the relief

of Valenciennes. The world flood amazed at

thefe inftances of republican ferocity, and it

was imagined by thofe who were ignorant of

the fprings by which human nature is actuated,

that no general of talents would be found to

aifume in future the command of the French

armies : but events foon demonftrated the groff-

r.efs of this miliake. In facl, when fo much

was exacted, none but thofe who felt the con-

fcioufnefs of fuperior genius, combined with

heroic
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heroic courage, could venture to undertake fc

perilous a truft.

The French army of the North now took- a

flrong pofition, under general Jourdain, the

fucceffor of Houchard and Cuftine, near the

town of Maubeuge, in the blockade of which

the allies were engaged with their whole re-col-

lecled force under the prince of Cobourg. On
•the 15th of Oclober the enemy made a grand

attack upon the army of the prince with fuch

vigor and effe£t as to compel that able com-

mander to abandon his chain of pofts and re-

pafs the Sambre. General Jourdain was by this

means at liberty to fend detachments, in va-

rious directions, to Maritime Flanders, where

they took poiTeffion, with little refiftance, of Wer-

wick, Menin, and Furnes, They then pro-

ceeded to Nieuport, which was faved only bv

having recourfe to the defperate expedient of

an inundation^ and Oftend itfelf was thought

not free from danger.

Early in the month of September, Landau had

been inverted by the combined powers ; but

that important fortrefs being covered and pro-

tected by the French army polled, under general

Irembert, at WeiiTemburg on the Lauter, gene-

ral Wurmfer, the Auftrian commander, on the

13th of October made a grand attack upon the

lines, which were carried, with the towns of

Lauter
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Lauterburg and WeifTemburg, after a compara-

tively feeble refiftance. The French retreated

with precipitation, and the forts of Haguenau

and Vaubari were fucceflively reduced by gene-

ral Wurmfer. In the beginning of November

the Conventional commiflioners, St. J lift and Le

Bas, arrived for the purpofe of encouraging

and re-organizing the troops. They ordered

immenfe reinforcements from the neighbouring:

departments ; and, to afford a third example of

what they ftyled falutary feverity, general Irem-

bert, charged with treachery in the affair of

Weiflemburg, was fentenced to be mot at the

head of the army. General Hoche, who, as

commander of the army of the Mofelle, had

checked the progrefs of the duke of Brunfwic,

now advanced to fuftain the army of the Rhine

under general Pichegru ; and tnefe two heroes,

who were oppofed by the equal bravery and Ikill

of the veteran Wurmfer, performed in conjunc-

tion prodigies of valor. At length the Auftrian

commander, overpowered by fuperior force, was

compelled flowly and reluctantly to relinquifh

his conquefts ; and, after a continued feries of

the mod obilinate conflicts, the Republican

army, on the 27th of December, entered Weif-

lemburg in triumph, the Imperialifts retreating

behind the Rhine, and the duke of Brunfwic

haftily falling back to cover the city of Mentz.

The
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The fiege of Landau was immediately raifed,

and Keifarflautern, Germerfheim, and Spires,

were reponefifed by the French troops.

Notwithstanding the very ferious afpecl which

the rebellion in La Vendee had- for a time worn,

the efforts of the Convention were eminently

fuccefsful alfo in that quarter. The character of

the infurgents, who were the devoted adherents

of church and king, was made up of igno-

rance, fuperftition, and barbarity. It was faid

that they mingled the facramental wine with

the blood of their adverfaries, and adminiftered

it to the people. On one of their captured

ftandards, prefented to the Convention, was em-

broidered, on one fide the figure of a bifhop in

his pontificals, and on the reverfe the Virgin

Mary with an infant Jefus. General Charette,

their commander, affaulted the city of Nantz

while the citizens were celebrating the civic

feaft of the 10th of Auguft, but was vigoroufly

repulfed j after which the infurgents were de-

feated inj>a variety of engagements madly con-

telted with the generals Wefterman, Beyner,

and Roilignol; and at the end of October they

no longer appeared in any confiderable force.

An expedition had been planned by the Bri-

tilh government, but with many concomitant

and charaiSteriftic circumftances of incoherence

and imbecility, for the purpofe of co-operating

with
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with the royalifts on the coafts of Britanny, and

the command entrufted to an officer of high:

and approved merit, the earl of Moira. Bu*

this was only a feconda'ry objecl with the Englifh

cabinet, who ftrai'ned every nerve to exhibit to

the belt advantage the military talents of the

duke of York at the head of a numerous army

in Flanders—loling the opportunity, never to

be retrieved, of linking a mortal blow into the

vitals of France on the oppofite quarter. At

length, on the ill of December, when the in-

furreclion was in a manner fubdued, the Britiih

armament failed from Poftfmouth", and early

the next morning they made the coafr. of Nor-

mandy near Cherbourg ; but not one of the con-

certed fignals was anfwered' from the more ;

upon which his Iordfhip retired to Guernfey,

where he learned from undoubted intelligence

the difcomriture and difperiion of the royalifts,

upon whom the vengeance of the Convention,

by this time wholly Jacobinical, was exercifed

with the moft favage and wicked ferocity. To
the proceedings of this famous aflembly, fince

the tera of the trial and execution of the king,

it is now become neceffary to advert.

On the 15th of February, 1793, the plan of

a new conftitution, on pure republican princi-

ples, was prefented to the Convention by M.
Condorcet, a leader of the Briffoti-ne fa6bW,

in
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m a report from the committee appointed for

that important purpofe. As the plan in queftion

was univerfally regarded by all perfons, of all

parties, as altogether viiionaryand impracticable,

it is ftiperfluous to dwell upon the defects of

it. The molt ftriking feature of this extraor-

dinary model of a perfect government was, that

the members of the council in which the exe-

cutive power was propofed to be veiled were

to be elected by the people at large ; and it

was apparent that the whole was the dream of

a theorift. This failure was particularly unfor-

tunate, as it left all the powers of government,

executive, legiflative, and judicial, (till to be

exercifed without control by the Conventional

Affembly, in which the Jacobins were conti-

nually gaining ground upon their adverfaries.

In the month of March the celebrated Re-

volutionary Tribunal, for deciding upon offences

againft the ftate, was organifed. This dread-

ful court confifted of fix judges, to be elected by

a majority of voices in the affembly, to whom
were joined a public accufer and two aiiiilants.

The fentence of this court was wholly arbitrarv,

and without appeal ; and the .crimes on which

k was to pronounce were vague, undefined, and

undefinable—feeming to comprehend not merely

the actions but the words, and even, by a hor-

rid mockery of juftice, the thoughts and moil

vol. v. g fecret
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fecret intentions, of tliofe fufpected of difaf-

fe£Uon.

On the lft of April a decree, fatal in its con-

fequences to the Girondift or BrirTotine party,

was palled, abolifliing the inviolability of the

deputies of the Convention when accufed of

crimes againfi the ftate. In the fame month

the powers of the Committee of Public Safety

were fo much enlarged, that the Executive

Council became mere cyphers in the govern-

ment. The chiefs of the Briffotines appeared

to be aftonifhed and confounded at thefe daring

and defperate meafures of their inveterate ad-

verfaries, confident in their prowefs and popu-

larity, and made no vigorous oppofition to de-

crees evidently intended to pave the way to their

deftru£fcion. Nearly at the fame time it was re-

folved that the branches of the royal family

remaining in France mould be detained as

hoftages for the fafety of general Bournonville

and the arretted deputies ; and that, excepting

thofe confined in the Temple, all the Bourbons

mould be removed to Marfeilles. In this decree

the duke of Orleans, though a member of the

Convention, and although he had courted popu-

larity by the moil: degrading and criminal facri-

flees, was included.

On the 10th of May the republic was, in op-

pofition to the favorite ideas and fecret efforts of

the-
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the Briffotines, who preferred a federal govern-

ment, upon the plan of that eftablifhed in

America, declared one and indivisible. It

was now manifeft that the Girondilts, fo inferior

to their antagonifts in vigor and decifion, and

even, notwithstanding the intellectual and lite-

rary accomplifhments of the leaders of the party,

grofsly deficient in practical talents for govern-

ment, muft finally fink under the conteft, of

which they were unequal to the management.

On the 13th of May M. Condorcet propofed,

that the prefent Convention mould be diffolved,

and a new Convention chofen on the lit of No-

vember next : but this being violently oppofed,

the BrifTbtines, dreading to come to extremi-

ties, weakly confented to an adjournment of the

motion. On the 18th of May, M. Guadet, in-

fifting that the Convention was no longer free

in Paris, and that the power of the ftate was

parling into the hands of the anarchilts, moved,

much too late to produce any effect, the deci-

five proportion that the fittings of the Conven-

tion be removed to Bourges, and all the confti-

tuted authorities of Paris mould be broken and

diffolved. M. Barrere recommended the appoint-

ment of a committee to inquire into the evils

complained of, which was, by the pufillanimous

compromife of the Girondift^, decreed by the

Convention.

g 2 The.e
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Thefe half-meafures of the BrifTotine party

only increafed the rage and excited the con-

tempt of the Jacobins—accelerating, in all pro-

bability, the cataftrophe which almolt imme-

diately cnfiied. The city of Paris, in confe-

quence of the. violence of the two parties in

the Convention, was kept in a ftate of extreme

agitation, and fcarcely could the inhabitants of

that lawlefs metropolis be reftrained from p.

renewal of the dreadful fcenes lately a6ted

there. The fucceffive fittings of the Conven-

tion till the 31 ft exhibited a {hocking picture

of tumult and confufion. Very early on the

morning of that day the tociin was founded,

the generate beaten, and the alarm-gun fired.

Terror pervaded every bread. At feven o'clock

the Convention met, and foon a deputation ap-

peared at the bar from the Revolutionary Com-

mittees, demanding, amongft various other

things, the immediate arrclt of Claviere, minif-

ter of finance, and Le Brun, of foreign affairs.

The department of Paris next appeared, and

demanded a decree of accufation asrainft Brif-

fot, Guadet, Roland, Ifnard, Vergniaud, and

many others of the moft diltinguifhed note in

the Gironde party. M. Barrere, who had with

infinite art and addrefs vibrated between the

two factions, now took a decided part with the

Jacobins, and, in*the name of the Committee

of
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of Public Safety, propofed that the accufed

deputies mould be invited to fufpend them-

felves from their functions. With this the major

part of them complied ; and in a fhort time,

being inverted with an armed force, and can-

non planted at the avenues, a decree paffed the

Convention, ordering the arreft of the deputies,

with the minifters Claviere and Le Brum

After the public commotions had in fome

degree fubiided, the firft ftep of the triumphant

party was to frame the model of a new confu-

tation, which thofe who were in the actual

poffeffion of power, as might alfo be fufpected

of the BrilTotines, would probably not appear

in too much hafte to carry into effect. In about

a month the completion of the expected confti-

tution was announced, confiding of no lefs than

124 articles, which, after a very flight difculhon,

was recognifed by the Convention as the Con-

ftitutional Act. But as the execution of this

act was fufpended during the revolutionary cri-

lis, and never fubfequently revived, it may, like

the former, be fuffered quietly to pafs into obli-

vion. Yet was this Jacobine conftitution gene-

rally regarded as lefs effentially defective than

that of M. Condorcet. Population was, agree-

ably to the principles of it, the fole bails of re-

prefentation, the election of members annual,

and the right of fuffrage univerfal. The Le-

c 3 giilative
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giflative Body propofes the plan of laws, which

are tranfmitted for confirmation or rejection to

the feveral departments. The Executive Coun-

cil, confifting of twenty-four members, is chofen

by the legislature from a lift compofed of one

nominee from each department ; and half the

number is renewed by each legiflature in the

laft month of the feffion. The judicial power to

be exercifed by perfons to be elected yearly by

the Electoral Alfemblies.

The tranfactions of the 3 111 of May caufed a

great fhock throughout the nation, and France

feemed ready to falf a prey to the diffractions

which, at this fatal period, - afflicted the new-

created republic. Various of the accufed de-

puties effected their efcape to different parts of

the country which feemed well difpofed to rife

in fupport of the authority of the Convention ;

but the city of Paris and the foldiery remained

firm to the government party. The department

of Calvados was the firft in arms ; and, about

the beginning of July, a confiderable force had

affembled, which affumed the appellation of

the Departmental Army, under the direction

of the fugitive deputies, Petion, Buzot, Bar-

baroux, &c. : but on their approach to Evreux,

they were encountered by the national troops,

and foon broken and difperfed, molt of the

deputies being made prifoners. An infurrection

alio
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a3fo took place in the department of the Gi-

ronde, excited by their own profcribed repre-

fentatives, Vergniaud, Genfonne, Guadet, &c.

which was alfo quickly fuppreiTed. But by far

the moft formidable refiftance to the reigning

faction took place in the fouth, where the three

great cities, Lyons, Marfeilles, and Toulon, en-

tered into a fort of federal league, and feemed

to menace the dhTolution of the exifting autho-

rities. A ftrong force was difpatched againft

them, under general Carteaux, about the end

of July; and in the beginning of Auguft the

Marfeillois were driven from the department

of Vauclufe, and on the 24th the republicans

captured the town of Aix j after which Mar-

feilles threw open its gates and fubmitted. But

the people of Toulon and the French admiral

TrugofF entered into a negotiation with the

Englifh admiral, lord Hood, who was then

cruizing in the Mediterranean 5 and he took

polTeiTion both of the town and the (hipping in

the name of Louis XVII. and under the ex-

prefs and pofitive ftipulation that he was to affift

in reiloring the conftitution of 1789.

In the mean time general Kellerman, who
commanded the army of the Alps, was di-

fpatched againft Lyons, which contained an im-

menfe and motley multitude of difaffefted citi-

zens of all claiTes—Girondiils, rpyalifts, an4

c 4 conftfc-
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conftitutional monarchies. The city fuftained,

for more than feven weeks, a clofe and vigilant

blockade, and was gradually reduced to a ftate

of extreme diftrefs. Kellerman, not being

deemed fuffic'iently zealous in the caufe, was

fuperfeded by a general Doppet, to whom the

city, now become an heap of ruins, furrendered

on the 8th of O&ober. The barbarities exer-

cifed upon the inhabitants after the furrender,

by order of the Conventional commiffioners,

fhock all the feelings of humanity, and almoft

furpafs the limits of credibility. The guillotine

was conficlered as an iiiftrument of too flow an

operation ; numbers were deftroyed by grape-

fhot difcharged from artillery; and others crowd-

ed together in barks, and funk in the river,

which, in Jacobine language, was fly led " the

revolutionary torrent of the Rhone." After they

had fatiatcd thcmfelves with blood and flaugh-

ter, a decree palled the Convention, by which

the wall and public buildings of the city were

ordered to be deftroyed, and the name of the

city i tie If, by a farcafm worthy ot fuch an af-

fembly, changed to that of " Vilte AfTranchie."

The iiesre of Toulon was commenced imme-

diately after the reduction of Marfeiiles. On
the 8th of September general Carteaux arrived

at the paffes of Olioulles, and the city was for-

mally inverted. After various encounters, in

which
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which the beiiegers and the befieged were a]

ternately fuccefsful, general Carteaux was re-

moved into Italy, and general Dagobert af-

fumed the command about the beginning of

November. Nearly at the fame time general

O'Hara arrived from Gibraltar with confidcr-

able reinforcements, compofed of various na-

tions. On the 30th of November the garrifon

made a vigorous fally under general O'Hara in

perfon, with a view to deftroy fome batteries

upon the heights near the city. The French

troops were furprized, and fled ; but the victors,

purfuing the enemy too far, fell in with a for-

midable torce fent to cover the retreat of the

fugitives. The allies fled in their turn, and

general O'Hara being wounded, was obliged

to furrender himfelf prifoner. On the morning

of the 19th of December the French attacked,

with enthufiaftic impetuofity, the forts L'Eguil-

lette and Balaguier, which command the city,

and made themfelves mafrcrs of both with great

flaughter. A refoluticn was immediately taken

to evacuate the place, which was executed not

without extreme danger and difficulty. The
town was bombarded from noon till ten in the

evening, during which preparations were mak-
ing for a genera] embarkation, the wretched

inhabitants crowding to the fhores, and demand-
ing the promifed protection of the Engliih. But

though
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though great efforts were made, and thoufands

conveyed on board the (hipping, thoufands more

were left to fuffer all that the rage and venge-

ance of their countrymen could inflict. The

ftores, and the men of war in the harbour, were

fet on fire, threatening every infeant to explode >

and blow all around them into the air. Three

ihips of the line only, of thirty-one in the har-

bour, were all that the Britifh admiral was able

to carry away, amidfl the appalling cries of

agony and deftruclion which completed the hor-

ror of the fcene.

Such were the fruits of the iirft continental

campaign in which England took an active

mare. The foul fickens at the view.—The de-

fencelefs and abandoned royalifts every-where

vanquifhed and butchered ; the energy of the

French arms triumphing in every quarter; and

the armies of the allies driven back with un-

heard-of daughter, traveriing with giant ftrides

the ground which by inches they had won, and

with mediant labour.

Scarcely had the lavage and brutal faction of

the Jacobins acquired a complete afcendency,

than Marie Antoinette, late queen of France,

was removed from the Temple to the common
prifon of the Conciergerie, where the remained

till the was brought before the Revolutionary

Tribunal on the 1 5th of October. The main

charge
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charge againft her, under a variety of heads,

was founded upon her continued and diveriified

attempts to effect a counter-revolution. A re-

markable and very charatleriftic circumftance

was ftated in one of the articles of accufation,

" that on the 10th of Auguft, 1792, the day

of the attack upon the caille of the Tuilleries,

me kept the Swifs guards in a ftate of intoxi-

cation, and, prefenting the king with a piilol,

(lie faid, " This is the moment to ihew your-

felfj" on his refufal calling him "Coward!"
After an hour's confultation the jury brought

her in guilty of all the charges. The queen,

on hearing the verdicl pronounced, fixed her

eyes ftedfaftlv on the ground, from which me

never was obferved to raife them more. The

fortitude and dignity with which fhe conducted

herfelf on her trial did not forfake her to the

laft. In her degraded and forlorn eflate me
might indeed confider death lefs as a puniih-

ment than as a releafe ; and, on the day fol-

lowing, fhe expiated her errors and frailties,

whatever they might be, with calm refignation

on the public
t
fcaffold, and in the fame fpot

where Louis XVI. had previoufly fufferec^ This

unhappy princefs, whofe faults are abforbed in

pity for her fate, pollened in the molt critical

iituations great firmnefs of refolution, not a

iingle particle of which could fhe by any effort

iuful'e
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itiftife into the mind of the king her hufband

:

but (he was equally deftitute of thofe intellec-

tual talents which command refpecl, as of the

fofter virtues, more appropriate to her fcx, which

conciliate and engage affection.

The late of the unfortunate deputies of the

Gironde party was deferred from time to time,

till the complete overthrow of their adherents

in the departments thould give fecurity to their

profecutors, and afford the proper materials for

their conviction. On the 24th of October the

trial commenced before the Revolutionary Tri-

bunal, which was on this occafion crowded

with anxious fpeclators. The pcrfons accufed

were Briffot, Vergniaud, Valaze, Sillery, Fau-

chet, Fonfrede, Lafou'rce, Gcnfonne, and four-

teen others of inferior note. It is remarkable,

that among the crimes laid to their charge was

that of having caufed war to be declared, firft

againft Aufhia, and afterwards agairift Eng-

land and Holland. As, at the different periods

ailuded to, the Girondifts were the ruling party

in the (late, the charge was doubtlefs in a cer-

tain ienie true ; and, as France Sufficiently felt

the evils refill ti rig from the war, it perfectly

anfwered the inlidious purpofe of the Jacobins

to reprefent it as occafioned by the erroneous

or criminal politics of the Briffotines, who, in

their turn, did not fern pie to retort the charge

- upon
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upon the Jacobins, as the perfons whofe cla-

mour and violence made thefe feveral decla-

rations unavoidable. The plain truth is, that

both parties concurred in both initances, and

that the fucceffive declarations in queftion were

at the time regarded by all France, and not

without ftrong color of reaibn, as juft and

neceffary : and this reciprocation of reproach was

manifestly no other than the malignant effufion

of an inveterate and infuriate fpirit o{ faction.

But the article on which they were convicted

was, the having confpired againft the unity and

indivisibility of the republic, and exciting a

rebellion in the departments of the South, and

in that of Calvados. Valaze (tabbed himfelf as

foon as he heard the fentencc pronounced. The

remaining one and twenty deputies were, on

the 30th of October, conveyed from the prifon

to the Place de la Revolution, and there exe-

cuted—meeting their fate with the utnioft for-

titude, and many of them, a£luated by the no-

bleft fentiments of patriptifm, exclaiming, under

the fatal axe of the guillotine, " Vive la Re-

publiqiie /"

Thefe horrid executions were fucceeded by

a vaft number of others equally abhorrent to

every principle of juftice and humanity;—for

the molt part it is fcarcely pofiiblc to iiate upon

what pretences ; though the real fact doubtlefs

was,
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was, that the victims fingled out by revenge or

iufpicion were facrificed in confequence of their

attachment to the vanquifhed party. In the

direful catalogue were found the names of Ma-
nuel, prefident of the Commune of Paris ; the

brave and veteran general Luckner; the learned

and philofophic Bailly ; the young and amiable

Barnave •> the virtuous Rabaut de St. Etienne ;

and, to mention no more, the celebrated and

accomplifhed madame Roland, wife of the mi-

nifter of that name, who himfelf indeed, with

Petion, Le Brun, Condorcet, and fome others,

efcaped the fcaffold, but terminated their lives

no lefs miferably in various modes. France

now began to wear a face of univerfal horror ;

and, amongft the tygers in human ihape who
polluted the air which they breathed and the

land on which they trod, the deteftable name of

Robefpierre became about this period incom-

parably the molt confpicuous in infamy. Amid
the innumerable facrifices made by the infernal

Revolutionary Tribunal, there was one which

feemed to fhed a pale gleam of pleafure over

the deep and dreadful gloom—this was the ex-

ecution of Philip duke cf Orleans, whofe cha-

racter was made up of an alTemblage of vices

and crimes, without the intervention of one

fingle folitary virtue. lie poffeffed not, accord-

ing to common opinion, even the courage al-

moft
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moil infcparable from high birth, and which

gives, when carried to a certain pitch of eleva-

tion, a fort of factitious luftre to villany. Find-

ing his fate inevitable, he fuffered neverthelefs

with apparent compofure, amid the infults and

reproaches of the populace.

As if eager at this period to carry every fpe-

cies of extravagance to the height, the National

Convention, if the remnant of the national re-

prefentation which Hill retained their feats in

the affembly could merit that appellation, feemed

on the fudden feized with the wildeft phrenzy

of impiety. On the 7th of November, Gobet,

the republican biihop of Paris, with his grand-

vicars and various other unworthy members of

the ecclefiaftical bodv, entered the hall of the

Convention, and folemnly refigned their func*

tions, renouncing, in terms of profane contempt,

their profeffion as Chriftians, amidir. loud accla-

mations of applaufe. By a decree of the Com-
mune of Paris, the churches were fhut up, and

a number of allegorical divinities, Liberty,

Equality, &c. were confecrated as objects of

woriliip ; and a painted harlot was publicly en-

throned in the cathedral of Notre Dame in the

character of the goddefs of Reafon. The ob

fervance of the Sunday, that antient and vene-

rable institution, and even the a^ra in ufe for

fifteen centuries throughout Chriftendom, were

abolifhed,
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abolifhed, and a new calendar fubftituted ana-

logous to that of Greece, agreeably to which

the year was divided into twelve months of

thirty days each, with five intercalary days fet

apart as a fort of Saturnalian feftivalj each

month being divided into decades, and a refpite

from labour allowed on the tenth day.

The example of the biihop of Paris teemed to

excite an enthufiaflic fpirit of emulation. Le-

quinio and Laignelot, deputies of the Conven-

tion, wrote to that affembly from Rochefort,

Oct. 2. " We pafs from miracle to miracle

—

Eight priefts of the Catholic perfuafion, and one

miniller of the Proteftant church, di (robed them-

feJyes on the clay of the laft decade, in prefence

of the whole people in the Temple of Truth,

heretofore called the Pari ill Church of this town.

In this place there will no longer exiit more

than one mode cjF preaching morality—but one

repofitory for the remains of the dead, whofe

refurrecStion has been perpetually preached by

fuperftition for the torment of the living."

Boiffet, another commitTioner in the depart-

ment of Ardeche., fays, " Tanaticiim is de-

ftroyed ! The altars of Chriftiahity are replaced

by altars more holy."—Julien, of Touloufe, a

member of the Convention, and a miniller of

the Proteftant church for twenty years, pub-

J'clv, in the midlt of that affembly., renounced

his
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his functions for ever.—" I declare (faid he) that

I will no longer enter into any other temple than

the fan&uary of the laws ; that I will acknow-

ledge no other divinity than Liberty, no other

worfhip than that of my country, no other Gofpel

than the Republican Conftitution." Dumont,

one of the National Commiffioners, announced

to the Convention, " that, in order to deftroy

fanaticifm, he arrefts all priefts who celebrate

religious ceremonies on Sundays." Even the

exiftence of Chrift, as a real perfon, was difputed

by the ingenuity, or rather the effrontery, of

modern infidelity; and M. Volney, in his ad-

mired work, Ruines de les Empires, fcru-

pled not to ftyle ' Chriflianifme'—culte alle-

gorique du Soleil, fous les noms cabalifiiques

de Chrif-en ou Yef-us *."

In allufion to the monftrous tranfa&ions of

this portentous period } a moft eloquent and ener-

getic writer has obferved, " that the reign of

atheifm in France was avowed the reign of

terror. In the full madnefs of their career, in

the higheft climax of their horrors, they fhut

up the temples of God, abolifhed his worfhip,

and proclaimed death to be an eternal deep :

—

* Tacitus gives an account fomewhat different :—
ic Auc"tor nominis ejus Chkistus, qui, Tiberio imperitante,

per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum fupplicio att'ecius- erat.

Annal. 15. § 44.

VOL. v. Tl in,
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in the very centre of Chriftendom, Revelation

underwent a total eclipfe, while atbeifm, per-

formin 2: on a darkened theatre its ftranore and

fearful tragedy, confounded the firir. elements of

fociety, blended every age, rank, and fex, in

indifcriminate profcription and mafiacre, and

convulfed all Europe to its centre, that the im-

periinable memorial of thefe events might teach

the laft generations of mankind to conlider re-

ligion as the pillar of fociety, the parent of focial

order, and the fafe-guard of nations*."

It is wonderful that, amid the horrors of

this difmal period, while " the death-dance of

democratic revolution" was ftill in rapid move-

ment, amongft the tears of affliction, and the

cries of defpair, "' the mafque, the fong, the

theatric fcene, the buffoon laughter,, went on

as regularly as in the gay hour of reftive peace -jr."

The picture which enraptured fpeculatifts had

once delighted to draw of the glorious and

happy effects of this unparalleled revolution was

now enveloped in impenetrable gloom, and the

flattering deluiions of hope had vaniihed as the

unfubftantial colors of the gilded bow ; while

the enemies and detractors of the fair form of

Freedom, now lying proftrate in the duft, ex-

claimed, c< That out of the tomb of a murdered

* Hall's Sermon on Modern Infidelity..

f Burke's ' Regicide Peace.'

monarchy
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monarchy had arifen avail tremendous unformed

fpeftre, in a guife far more terrific than had

ever before appalled the imagination and fub-

ducd the fortitude of man."

The manners of Robefpierre, who in a fhort

time acquired an abfolute afcendency in the

Convention, were uniformly gloomy and auftere.

Laborious, fufpicious, irafcible, vindictive, im-

perious, Barrere termed him " the giant of the

revolution.—My aftonifhed genius," faid he,,

ts trembles before his."

M. Garat, fpeaking of his own interceffion

with Robefpierre in behalf of the imprifoned

Girondifts, fays :
" Je vis a l'inftant qu'il met-

toit lui fon orgueilj fon triomphe, et fa grandeur^

a ecrafer impitoyablement fes ennemis :—-Je vis

a l'inftant que lui ne trouvoit fa furete que dans

le deftruftion de tous ceux qui lui infpiroient des

craintes*." The figure of this extraordinary

man is defcribed as mean and infignificant, his

countenance fallow and difgufting ; but fuch

was his eloquence, that, when he rofe to fpeak,

his perfonal defects were in a manner forgotten*

His voice, which in common converfation was

weak and tremulous, in the Tribune acquired

the mofl: commanding tone and animated ex*

prefiion ; his whole afpeel: became impofing, and

his eyes fcemed to flalh fparkles of fire. Under

* Mcmoires de Garat, p. $/*

H 2 the
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the reign of this ferocious tyrant there was under

every footftep a mine, in every houfe a fpy, on

every bench ofjuftice an afTafiin. From the Var

to the Mofelle, from the Pyrenees to the Ar-

dennes, Terror reared her gorgon crell, and the

hearts of all were frozen with confternation.

Such has long been the vaft fuperiority of the

naval power of England, that, in every war
waged for more than a century palt, maritime

conquefts feem regarded by the Engliih nation

almoft. as a matter of courfe. This expectation

was not difappointed in the prefent war, con-

ducted even by thofe weak and incapable mi-

nifters who fo unneceflarily and unjuitifiably

plunged the country into it. The valuable ifland

of Tobago was taken, by a Britifh fquadron

under admiral Laforey, about the beginning of

April. From an early period of the French re-

volution the Welt-India iflands belonging to

France, and particularly St. Domingo, had been

agitated and convulfed by the revolutionary fpi-

rit, and by premature and injudicious attempts

to confer the rights of free citizens in that part

of the globe upon the " gens de couleur," who
conititute a large proportion of the inhabitants.

In coniequence of the violence of the internal

commotions in that exteniive ifland, which had

become a fecne of dreadful defolation and

fcloodfhed, the fettlerfteiats of Fort Jeremie and

Cape
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Cape Nicola-Mole were furrendered to the

Englifh about the latter end of the fummer.

The iflands of Miquelon and St. Pierre, in the

Gulf of St. Laurence, were given up at the firft

fummons. Early intelligence of the war being

alfo tranfmitted to the Eaft Indies, Pondicherri,

Mahe, and the other French fettlements on the

coafts of Coromandel and Malabar were cap-

tured, with little refiftance, by the troops of the

India Company, under the conduct of general

Stewart.

It is remarkable, that although the chief

complaint againit. the French government, on

the part of the Englifh miniftry, was founded

on its invafion of the rights of neutral powers,

thofe very minifters had no fooner engaged in

the war, than, with unblufhing effrontery, they

adopted the moil violent meafures to compel the,

powers ftill remaining neutral to firatefnifs with

England. Mr. Drake, the Britifh envoy at Ge-

noa, peremptorily infilled upon an immediate

and unqualified declaration of hoftility on the

part of that republic againit. France. But the

Genoefe government, with equal fpirit and dig-

nity, replied, " That if the republic were to be

forced from her neutrality, fhe never would take

part with thofe who had threatened her with

fuch unprovoked injuftice."—Lord Hervev, en-

voy at Florence, took upon him, no doubt in.

h 3 con-
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conformity with his inftruclions, to iniift upon

the difmiffion of M. de la FJotte, the French

ambaffador, in twenty-four hours ; and with this

demand the grand-duke, who had demonftrated

a raoft decided inclination for peace, knowing

the ftriel: connexion fubfifting between the king

of Great Britain and his brother the emperor,

was compelled to comply; and war was declared

by him againft France on the 10th of Oftober.

A very memorable declaration was, towards

the clofe of the year (October 29), publiihed

by the court of London, profeffing toftate to the

world in general, and to the people of France

in particular, the fentiments and views of the

king of Great Britain in the prefent crifis of af-

fairs. The language of the declaration is fpe-

cious and infidious, bearing the flamp of talents

far fuperior to thofe employed in the correfpon-?

dence with M. Chauvelin. " His majefty," it

is faid, fC by no means difputes the right of

France to reform its laws. It never would have

been his wifh to employ the influence of externa]

force with refpeft to the particular form of

government to be eftablifhed in an independent

country. Neither has he now that wifh, except

in fo far as fuch interference is become effential

to the fecurity and repofe of other powers.

Under thefe circumftances he demands from

France, and he demands with juftice, the ter*-

mination
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ruination of a fyftem of anarchy which has no

force but for the purpofes of mifchief. The

king demands that fome legitimate and liable

government mould be eftabiifhed, founded on

the acknowledged principles of univerfal juftice,

and capable of maintaining with other powers

the accuftomed relations of union and peace.

It is for thefe objects that he calls upon the

people of France to join the ftandard of an

hereditary monarchy, not for the purpofe of

deciding, in this moment of diforder, calamity,

and public danger, on all the modifications of

which this form of government may hereafter

be fufceptible, but in order to unite themfelves

once more under the empire of law, of morality,

and religion."

Under this plaufible but ambiguous language,

fo different from that which emanated a few

months before from the wifdom and juftice of

the prince of Cobourg, the court of London,

while Ihe feemed to promife extremely fair, left

herfelf, in fa£i, at full liberty to act as flie

pleafed, conformably to the fuggeftion of her

intereft or her caprice—prompted only by the

varying impulfe of the " exifting circumftances."

The king of England did not even pledge him-

felf not to concur in the partition or difmember-

ment of the reftored monarchy when the feafon

of general tranquillity arrived. The Declara*

H 4 tiqa
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tion only fays :-—" The king would propofe none

other but equitable and moderate conditions;

not fuch as the expenfes, the rifk, and the fa-

crifices, of the war might juilify, but fuch as

his majefty thinks himfelf under the indifpen-

fable neceffity of requiring with a view to his

own fecurity and the future tranquillity of Eu-

rope."—And who would venture to pronounce

what thefe might amount to, fhould viclory at-

tend the arms of the allies confederated in fo

holy and fo juft a caufe ?—To fpeak gravely,

it is no wonder that a performance thus abound-

ing in art, and thus deficient in cleamefs and

candour, fhould produce no fenfible effect on

even that part of the French nation (and it was

certainly at this period a very large and refpec-

table part) which wiflied for the re-eftablifhment

of the conftitutional monarchy.

The fcheme, equally vile and vifionary, of

ftarving France into fubmiffion, which was begun

before any declaration of hoitility was made on

either fide, in palpable violation and defiance of

a fubiifting treaty of amity and commerce, and

even while the laft perfidious profeifions of per-

fect neutrality were quivering on the lips of the

Englifh miniftry, was purfued by the court of

London, at this period, with unrelenting ma-

lignity. During the fitting of the diet at Ra-

tifbon this year, the minifter of Hanover pre-

fented



GEORGE III. 105

fented a refcript to that aiTembly, dating, " That

notwithstanding the Imperial prohibition of the

export of grain to France, the trade is ftill car-

ried on to the effential fervice of the enemy ;

but that it was now ordered at Stade that every

Hamburgh veflel mould be infpetted by the

guard-mips. The Hamburgh merchants," the

refcript goes on to complain, " made a futile

evafion, in faying that the Imperial prohibition

had not yet been publifhed at Hamburgh ; not-

withftanding its publicity could not be doubted,

it having appeared in the Directory of the Lower

Saxon Circle, and was certainly communicated

to the magistrates of Hamburgh." Thefe worthy

citizens, who had received no injury from France,

doubtlefs felt not only fome chagrin for the lofs

of their commerce, but fome reluctance to

heighten the miferies of a great nation, whofe

refentment they might one day feel, by adding

the horrors of famine to the devouring, rage of

foreign and domeitic war.

On the 6th of November a mofc alarming

order was iffued, by the king in council, to all

mips of war and letters of marque, " that they

lhall {top and detain all mips laden with goods

the produce of any colony belonging to France,

or carrying provijions or other fupplies for the life of

fuck coldny, and (hall bring the fame, with their

cargoes, to legal adjudication in the courts of

Admiralty."
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Admiralty." This (truck at the root of the re-

gular and lawful commerce carried on between

the American States and the French Weft-Indian

iflands, and could be regarded in no other light

than as an a6l of robbery as violent and unjuft

upon the high-feas as any that could be com-

mitted on the high-ways. It was, however,

revoked, after a yaft number of captures had

been made under its authority, by a fubfequent

order in fix weeks after its publication. But,

to adopt the appolite remark of a refpectable

writer and obferyer at the time—" why this

order was iffued, or why it was revoked, it is

impofliblc to fay. The politics of Mr. Pitt are

entirely ot a novel fpecies, and are fo contrary

to thofe of all preceding ftatefmen as to bafflq

every effort of the hiftorian to explain or coni"

prehend them."
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BOOK XIV.

Session of Parliament, 1794. Debates on the Address. Pacific

Motion of the Marquis of Lansdozvn. Investigation of the

Conduct of the Scottish Judges. Debates on the Landing of

Foreign Troops in the Kingdom. Annual Statement of Fi-

nance. Eillfor the partial Abolition of the Slave Trade—re-

jected. Increase of the Land Forces. Voluntary Contribu-

tions. Addressesfor Peace moved by Mr. Whitbread and the

Earl of Guildford. Motion in Favor of La Fayette by General

Fitzpatrick. Motion for an Enquiry into the Losses on the

Continent, by Major Maitland. Motionfor taxing Places and

Pensions. Subsidy Treaty ziith Prussia. Message from the

King respecting Seditious Societies—Debates upon the Mes-

sage. Habeas-Corpus Act suspended. Motion by Mr. She-

ridan for the partial Abolition of the Test Laivs. Series of

Resolutions moved by the Duke of Bedford and Mr. Fox.

Parliament prorogued. Changes in Administration. Mili-

tary Transactions. Landreci captured by the Allies. Batile

of Fleurus. Continued Successes of the French. General

Pichcgru crosses the Maese and Waal, Disastrous Retreat

of the English Army. Amsterdam surrenders to the Con-*

queror. Campaign in Spain—and in Italy. Naval Trans-

actions. Conquest of Martinico, of St. Lucia, and Guada-

loupe. Guadeloupe re-captured. Conquest of Corsica. King

of Great Britain accepts the Gift of the Crown of Corsica from

a Corsican Convention. Victory obtained over the Brest Fleet

by Lord Howe. Proceeding's of the French Convention. Fall

of Robespierre. Arrival of Mr. Jay, Ambassador-Extraor-

dinary from America to the Court of London. Emigrations

fo America. Trials in Scotland for High Treason. Pre-

tended Plot to assassinate the King. Trials of Hardy, 8f€,

for
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for High Treason—Mr. Pitt examined as an Evidence —His
incredible Want of Recollection. Lord Macartney's Embassy

to China. Transactions in Poland—Final Partition of that

Kingdom. Political Occurrences in America. Mr. Monroe
nominated Ambassador to France—His cordial Reception in

that Country.

jl HE Session of Parliament opened Ja-

nuary 21, 1794. The king declared " the cir-

cumftances under which they were aflfembled

to require the moft ferious attention. We are,"

faid he, " engaged in a conteft, on the iffue of

which depend the maintenance of our conftitu-

tion, laws, and religion, and the fecurity of all

civil fociety." His majelty obferved with fatis-

faclion the advantageous change which had

taken place in Europe fince the commencement

of the waf .
—" The circumftances by which the

further progrefs of the allies has been hitherto

impeded not only," faid the monarch, " prove

the neceility of vigor and perfeverance on our

part, but, at the fame time, confirm the expectation

of ultimate success. Our enemies have

derived the means of temporary exertion from a

fyilcm which has enabled them to difpofe arbi-

trarily of the lives and properties of a numerous

people, and which openly violates every reftraint

of juftice, humanity, and religion. But thefe

effects have a'fo tended rapidly to exhauft the

natural and real ftrength of the country."—His

majefty
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majcfty declared, " that he reflected with un-

speakable fatisfaclion on the Heady loyalty and

firm attachment to the eftablifhed conftitution

and government which, notwithstanding the

continued efforts employed to mislead and fe-

duce, had been fo generally prevalent among

all ranks of his people.

"

The addreffes moved in anfwer to the fpeech

gave occafion to very warm and animated de-

bates in both houfes. In that of the peers, the

earl of Guildford, fon of the late celebrated

minifter, lord North, obferved, " That the object

of the war appeared, in the fhort time that had

elapfed fmce its commencement, to be totally

changed. It was at firfl affirmed to be the pro-

tection of our allies and the fecurity of this

realm ; it now appeared to be the reftoration

of the French monarchy. The French had, in

the courfe of the laft fummer, been repeatedly

depreffed and defeated : was it not probable,,

therefore, that theywould, in thefecircumftances,

have liftened to fucli pacific terms as it became

the dignity and juftice of this nation to offer."

His lordfliip thought it reafonable to inquire,

whether we had not obtained the end originally

propofed, after which his majelty's minifters had

folemnly declared their intention to purfue every

method for obtaining peace ? He combated the

opinion that the French had made efforts which

they
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they could not repeat ; and he afked whethef

minifters had calculated the refources neceflfary

for fubduing them. As to the danger appre-

hended from the difTemination of French prin-

ciples, they certainly were not to be prevented

by the fword. They could be counteracted

effectually only by an impreffion upon the minds

of the people of the bleilings they derived from

their own conftitution. His lordfhip, in con-

clufion, fubmitted to the houfe an amendment

to the addrefs, " imploring his majefty to feize

the earlieft opportunity to terminate hoftilities

by an honorable peace." The amendment was

ably fupported by the earls of Derby and Lau-

derdale, the duke of Norfolk, and the marquis

of Lanfdown. The fecrctary of ftate, lord

Grenville, in reply, entered into a long account

of the contentions and miferies of the French.

—" It was by terror alone that the French were

governed ; the confequence must foon be that

they would rife to oppofe it. We had no fe-

curity for a permanent peace."—His lordfhip

concluded by expreffing, in the words of his

majefly's fpeech, his perfect confidence of ulti-

mate fuccefs.—On the divifion, the voices in

favor of the amendment were twelve only to

ninety-feven againfl: it.

A fimilar amendment was moved in the houfe

of commons by the earl of Wycombe, fon to

the
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the marquis of Lanfdowri, and oppofed by the

earl of Mornington in a fpeech of great length

and elaboration, ftating in very forcible lan-

guage, though in tedious and difguftiug detail,

the miferable condition of that oppreffed and

diltra&ed country; and reprobating, with juft

indignation, the extravagances and crimes

which had difcraced the conduct of the exifting-

government both in its moral and political ca-

pacity.—As an encouragement to the Britilh

parliament to continue the conteft, his lordmip

entered into a minute inveftigation of the finances

of France, hazarding, in this part of his oration,

fome very extraordinary poiitions. The annual

expenditure of France upon the fcale of the hit

year, this nobleman affirmed, would amount to

two hundred and fixteen millions fterling,

which, he faid, exceeded the total collective

annual income of the individuals of that country

no lefs than ninety-fix millions. He faid that

the Convention, under the pretence and name

of financial operations, had committed direi^

acls of bankruptcy; that public credit was no

more ; that the certain effect of the meafures

adopted by the Convention muft be to annihilate

the ftock ftill remaining of all the nccefiaries

of life in France, and to haften the moment
when it will be impojjible for the government

either to fublift the people at home, or even to

maintain
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maintain an army upon the frontier -> that the

refources of the country are exhaufting, not

flowly and gradually, but with a rapidity and

violence which at once diflblved the very ele-

ments of the fyftem of political economy; and

his lordfhip pronounced that fuch unnatural

exertions, with their monftrous effects, muji ulti-

mately yield to afteady and unremitting exertion

of our natural and genuine ftrength, confirmed

by the co-operation of our numerous allies. He
deprecated, therefore, any attempt towards a

negotiation for peace, as it would imply, in ac-

tual circumftances, the relinquiiliing all hope of

indemnity for the hazard and expenfe of the war ;

and recommended, in terms of great earneftnefs,

a vigorous and unremitting profecution of hofii-

lities.—Tins fpeech appeared, from the conti-

nued marks of applaufe which accompanied the

delivery of it, to be in perfect unifon with the

feelings and fentiments of the houfc. Lord

Mornington was fet up as the hero of the day,

and obtained an cafy victory over the ideal re-

public which he thus depictured.

Mr. Sheridan remarked in reply, that his

majeity had warned the houfe, in his gracious

fpeech from the throne, to keep in light the real

grounds and origin of the war. By the real

grounds of the war the noble lord feemed to

underftand that his majelly alluded to the

means
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means by which we had been enfnared into it*

namely, by repeated declamations on all that

the phrenzy, the folly, and rafhnefs, of indi-

viduals in France, had either faid or written, by

which the pafftons of this country could be

rouzed or their fears excited. And what was

the fum ?—that enormities were committed

there which fickened and difgufted the foul.

But was this difficult to be accounted for ? The

furrounding ftates had goaded them into a

paroxyfm of madnefs and defperation ; and, at

length, they had turned upon us with the fury

which we had infpired. But far from being

defirous, in the origin or progrefs of the revo-

lution, unneceffarily to involve themfelves with

England, the ftrongeft reproach which the dif-

ferent factions could throw out againft each other

was the accufation of having been acceffary to

a war which all parties were anxious to avoid.

This appeared by the noble lord's quotations

from the famous pamphlet of M. Briffot.

" We continue to reproach the French," faid

Mr. Sheridan, " for injuftice and infolence in

the conduct: of the war : But what has been the

conduct: of Great Britain ? What has been the

language the has held to Genoa, to Switzerland,

to Tufcany, and, as far as (he dared, to Den-

mark and Sweden ?—She wiflied to embark the

whole world in the confederacy againft France

vol. v. i the
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the moment me thought proper to join it ; and

the neutrality of which ihe herfelf boafled but

a month before became inftantly a heinous crime

in any other ftate of Europe."

Mr. Sheridan noticed, in farcaftic terms, the

difparity between the motives and the objeEl of

the war, as Hated by the minifter. The motives

or caufes urged in juflification of the war were

certain fpecific injuries and infults offered to

Great Britain and her ally the republic of Hol-

land, the offenfive conduct of the Convention,

and the opening of the Scheld : but the object of

the war was the prefervation of focial order, of

regular government, of morals, and religion.

Had the French offered adequate reparation for

the fpecial offences alleged on our part, we
mould, it feems, have remained idle fpectators

of the mighty conflict in which the interefts of

the whole world were involved, reclining, in

luxurious eafe, on our commercial couch, and

have left the caufe of focial order, government,

morality, and religion, to owe its prefervation

to the exertions of Sarmatian and Hungarian

barbarians. No ; he would not do the minifter

the injuftice to fuppofe that he was induced to

become a party in this great warfare by any

perfonal or petty provocation ; he was, doubtlefs,

actuated chiefly and primarily by the nobler

motive of defending the caufe of humanity itfelf

againft
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againif. the common enemy of human kind.

Which party firft faid the words " We are at

war" was, therefore, a trivial confideration.

Every fa£t proved it to be a war of choice on

the part of the government of Great Britain, and

from that refponfibility the minifter neither can
nor shall difengage himfelf.

Mr. Sheridan then adverted to the probabi-

lity of ultimate fuccefs in the war, as held out

in his majefty's fpeech, and re-echoed by the

noble lord. Our firft expectations (faid he) were

founded upon the great body of French royalifts

who were now deftroyed and annihilated. Our

fecond hope was derived from the connicl of

the oppofite factions : but what has happened ?

-—that conflict has been decided, and the con-

quering party, fuppofed the weaker, has exer-

cifed the powers of government with frill more

energy and fuccefs than their predeceifors. After

a fucceffion of bloody and obftinate battles,

the invaders of France have been driven back:

by armies compofed chiefly of raw and unprac-

tifed recruits. Where now is the fcientific con-

fidence with which we were taught to regard

the efforts of difcipline and experience ? The
jargon of profeffional pedantry is mute.—Are

oar allies in better fpirits to a£t, or fuller of

refource to a£t effectually now than at the com-

mencement of the laft campaign ? Is it nothing

i 2 that
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that the great and momentous experiment has

been made, and that a fingle nation, rouzed by

a new and animating energy, and defending

what they conceive to be their liberty, has prov-

ed itfelf to be a match for the enmity and arms

of the world ? Are we to hold, as a matter of

flight confideration the daring and enthufiaftic

fpirit, folicitous of danger and fearlefs of death,

which has fpread with electrical rapidity

throughout all the defcriptions of men confti-

tuting that great and gallant nation ? or is the

pride with which fuccefs in fuch a conflict has

fwelled the heart of every individual who has

fhared in it to be eftimated as nothing ? Who
that has reflected on thefe circumftances, and

can boaft a mind neither clouded by paffion

nor corrupted by intereft, (hall dare to affirm

that the allies are nearer at this moment to the

attainment of their profefled obje6t than at any

former period of the war? As to one of the

nominal powers of the alliance, the emprefs of

Rufiia, it may be afked, has me fhewn any dif-

pofition to contribute any thing to the common
caufe but her praifes and her prayers ?

The noble lord, faid Mr. Sheridan, overlook-

ing the imperious neceility of circumftances,

thinks it fair and candid to contraft the pro-

ceedings of the French Convention, relative to

matters of fupply and finance, with the pro-

ceedings
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ceedings of the Britifh minifter and the Britifh

parliament on the fame fubje£t;—certainly the

contraft is obvious, and long may it continue fo.

But the noble lord purfues his triumph rather

too far, when he endeavours to imprefs it more

forcibly on our minds by making a regular fpeech

for our chancellor of the Exchequer, and ex-

ultingly demanding what we fhould fay if his

right honorable friend were to come down and

propofe to this houfe fuch ways and means as

the minifter of finance in France is compelled

to refort to ? What fhould we think if he were

to rife and propofe that all perfons who had

money or property in an unproductive ftate fhould

lend it without intereft to the public ;—that all

who had accumulated fortunes out of the boun-

ty of the ftate mould refund what they had re-

ceived;—or, finally, that all perfons poffeffing

great eftates mould relinquifh the produce of

them during the war, referving to themfelves

only a bare and moderate fubfiftence ? Sir, I

agree with the noble lord, that if his right ho-

norable triend were to come down to us with

any fuch proportions, he would not long re-

tain his prefent fituation. There is, therefore,

no great danger that the experiment will be

made. No, fir; from the modefty and prudence

of our prefent minifter, I fhould augur a very dif-

i 3 ferent
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ferent fpeech from that which the noble lord has

provided for him.—Comparing himfelf and his

own meafures with the character and conduct

of his rival, he might, without too great an

aflumption of merit, fay, f Do I demand of you,

wealthy citizens, to lend your hoards to go-

vernment without intereft ? On the contrary,

when I come to propofe a loan, there is not a

man of you to whom I mall not hold out an

ufurious profit upon every pound you devote to

the neceflities of your country.—Do I demand

of you, my fellow-placemen and brother-pen-

fioners, that you mould appropriate any part of

your ftipends to the public exigencies ? On the

contrary, am I not daily increahng your num-

bers and your emoluments ? Do I require of

you, my lateft and molt zealous profelytes, that

you mould make any temporary facrifices in fup-

port of a war, on the fuccefs of which you pro-

fefs to believe that the falvation of Britain and

of Europe, and of civilized fociety itfelf, de-

pends ? No, gentlemen, I fcorn to take advan-

tage of your eagernefs and your zeal ; and to

prove that I do not fufpe6l them to want fuch a

teft, I will make your intereft to coincide with

your principle. Inftead of calling upon you to

contribute to the public revenue, I will quar-

ter fome of you upon it ; and while others are

abforbed
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abforbed in patriotic apprehenfions, I w\\\ force

upon them the favorite objects of their perfonal

vanity and ambition.'

The wit and fpirit of this brilliant reply ex-

cited the involuntary admiration of the houfe,

which, however, unhappily remained unim-

prelfed with the force and weight of its reafon-

ings. The debate was long protracted, and the

houfe, at a very late hour, divided ; for the

queftion 279, againft it 61 voices.

In the upper houfe, the cuftomary addrefs

paired with little oppofition ; but, on the 17th

of February, the marquis of Lanfdown, in a

fpeech replete with found reafoning, informa-

tion, and eloquence, moved an addrefs of another

defcription, " to reprefent to his majefty the ex-

treme improbability of conquering France ; that

the difmemberment of France, if attainable,

would augment the ftrength of the powers

moll to be dreaded ; that opinions cannot be

controlled by arms -> that experience has de-

monftrated the futility of every atempt to in-

terfere in the internal government of France,

even if the juftice were problematical ; and that

we rauft incur the keeneft reproaches, if we en-

couraged farther revolts in a country where we
had been unable to fave tho-fe who put con-

fidence in us from extermination and ruin

—therefore to implore his majefty to declare,

i 4 without
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without delay, his difpofition to make peace

upon fuch juft, disinterefted, and liberal terms,

as were calculated to render the peace lafting ;

and that he would fignify this intention to his

allies, that a flop might be put to the efTufion of

human blood."

His lordfhip took a very mafterly and com-

prehenfive view of the lituations, refources, and

political objects of the feveral European ftates.

:

—" Whether we look (faid this truly able and

eminent ftatefman) to our confederacy on the

one hand, or to the neutral powers whom we
had irritated on the other, it was impoiiible to

perceive any ground of hope. France, by the

preffure of the allies upon her frontier, had he-

come a fchool of military wonder ; and it other

governments perfevered in their defign of thus

goading her to almoft preternatural exertions,

we fiiould fee a military republic firmly efta-

bliihed in the heart of Europe. The enthufiafm

of war has entered into every fentiment and

feeling of the foul •> but this enthufiafm origi-

nated in that of liberty, and the whole ccruntry

is taught that their fole occupation and paiTion

ought to be arms, becaufe their only good

and bleffing is liberty.—Such being the date of

the war, his lordfhip afked, Whether it was rea-

fonable to perfevere in it? Whether, upon the

principle avowed, we ought to fucceed ? Whe-

ther
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ther, by the treaties we had made, we were

likely to do fo? and, above all, Whether the

war did not tend to produce confequences

fatal to the intereils of this country, to thofe

of Europe, and to the general liberties of man-

kind ? In looking to the future fortune of the

war, his lordfhip adverted to the condition of

Holland, comparing their prefent backwardnefs

with their former glorious ftruggles, and faid

it exhibited the difference between men when

engaged in defence of their own liberties, and

when drawn in to fight with others againft their

will.—In allufion to the declaration of lord

Grenville on a former occafion, that fecurity and

indemnity were the objecls of the war, his lord-

fhip faid, that it was not the trafh of indemnity

we ought to purfue ; the true object of Britifli

policy at this moment was to conciliate France,

and reftore peace to the world. Treat with

the French people, no matter for the name. If

our intentions are wife and disinterested, there

can oe little to fettle, and in that would lie

our great fecurity. The marquis recommend-

ed, as an example to this country in its in-

tercourfe with France, the magnanimous con-

duel of Louis IX. during the civil wars in the

reign of Henry III. Were we to manifeft fen-

timents of kindnefs and generofity, and a defire

of peace towards the French,, thev would evince

the
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the fame. They had always been againft a war
with England. Mutual rancor (his lordfhip

faid) had been excited by mutual invectives.

This he earncftly wifhed to avoid ; and that

we mould behave nobly, not feeking to derive

profit from the misfortunes ofour neighbours."

The motion was feconded by the duke of

Grafton, who had for many years retired from

public life, but who now deemed it incumbent

upon him to Hand forward and bear his decided

teftimony againft the prefent fatally deftructive

fyftem of adminiftration. And his grace's fen-

timents derived great weight and intereft, not

merely from the unblemifhed integrity of his

character, but the advantage he poffeffed of that

practical wifdom which is the refult of long

experience in affairs matured by deep and dif-

paffionate reflection. His grace noticed his

long abfence from the houfe, and faid, He did

not flatter himfelf with the expectation of

making any considerable impreilion upon their

lordfhips, or of effecting, by the obfervations

he had to offer, any material alteration of fen-

timent. But he hoped, that, by a conftant and

unremitted attention to their duty, he, and thofe

few with whom he acted, might, in the end,

accomplifh their object, which was to reftore

to their country the bleflings of peace. He re-

collected on a former occafion, that a minority,

fmall
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fmall in number at the firft, long reviled, treated

with fcorn and contempt, did, by perfeverance

and firmnefs, at length convert their minority

into a majority, and put an end to the Ame-

rican war.—His grace faid, he firmly believed

that the motion before the houfe was calculated

to promote the real welfare of the country

;

and that, if right meafures had been adopted,

a torrent of blood might have been fpared.

The misfortunes in which we were involved

had their origin in a doftrine new to him,

which was that of implicit confidence in his

majefty's miniflers ; but the greater the confi-

dence placed in them, the greater muft be the

ultimate refponfibility, and they might on a

future day be called to anfwer to their injured

country for the difficulties and diftrefTes in which

they had, by their ill-judged and impolitic mea-

fures, involved her. The prefent war (his grace

faid) was undefined in its principle and object.

It was what political writers termed bellum inter-

necionis—a war of extermination. In fuch a war

are we plunged by the temerity of a miniller,

who, twelve months before, predicted a conti-

nuance of peace for fifteen years ; and twelve

millions of additional debt has been contracted,

inftead of that diminution of the public burdens

of which he had held out the falfe and fal-

lacious profpeft. His grace declared, that he

certainly
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certainly did not mean to recommend the viola-

tion of our treaties, nor the defertion of our al-

lies j but if wifdom prefided in our councils,

and proper terms were offered to the French,

the refuit would, he doubted not, be happy :

but a continuance of the prefent war, upon

the principle on which it was now carried on,

threatened his majefty's throne and government,

and the fafety and profperity of the Britiih na-

tion.

The fecretary of Mate, lord Grenville, con-

cluded a debate of great length, by pronouncing

the motion before the houfe to be ill-timed, in-

expedient, and impracticable : whatever, as his

lordfhip had the candor to exprefs himfelf, might

be the motive for bringing it forward, he re-

joiced in the difcuffion, as it would imprefs on

the parliament and the people the real prin-

ciples of the war *
; it would remind them how

* The frequent and vile infinuations of lord Grenville,

refpe&ing the motives of thofe who oppofed, and dill op-

pofe, the meafures of the prefent fuperlatively deteftable ad-

miniftration, never furely could be levelled with lefs fenfe and

decency than againft two noblemen, diftinguithed for virtue

and ability, who had both occupied the higheft offices in the

itate, of long experience and tried fidelity to their fovereign

and their country; and in companion of whom lord Grenville.

was, in a phyfical as well as political fenfe, a mere child

—

truly noble perfons, who could not for a moment, with the

leaft color of plaufibility, be fuppofed actuated by any mo-

tives which were not in the higheft degree pure, juft, and

iaudable.

much
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much they had at flake in the event, and how
neceffary it was to profecute it vigorously. He
was aftonifhed to fee two fuch men as the noble

marquis and duke propofe a negotiation for

peace without ftating any ground on which it

could be effected with fecurity. He afked, if

either of the noble lords would be negotiator

on this occafion, and whether they would affert

there was a man in France who had the power

to treat with them. Security was the object

of the war ; but parliament would not, he was

perfuaded, call upon minifters to declare the

degree of fecurity they required, or in what

fpecific mode it was to be obtained. It de-

pended upon a variety of cafual circumftances

and fluctuating events. He denied the impreg-

nability of the frontier of France, and vindi-

cated the conduct of minifters towards the neu-

tral nations on the ground of political neceffity.

His lordfhip affirmed, that our commerce was

nourifliing, our manufa61ures increafmg, and

our revenue profperous; and mentioned his fur-

prife that the noble lords who fupported the

motion had not brought forward any fpecific

propofal to obviate the difficulties which im-

peded a negotiation. In the courfe of a long

fpeech, fimilar in all refpects to his former

wretched effufions, excepting that all intention

of indemnity was omitted, his lordfhip run

over
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over the catalogue of his common places

;

while, fuch is the wonderful effe£t of prejudice,

the ho life liftened with favorable attention, as

if he had been uttering oracles of vvifdom. On
a divifion there appeared—for the motion 13;

againft it 103.

The horrible feverity of the fentences paffed

upon the Scottifh delinquents, Muir, Palmer,

&c. even admitting the conviction to be legal

and juft, was fo flagrant as to excite great at-

tention ; and Mr. Adam, a Scottifh advocate

of great profeffional ability, on the 4th of Fe-

bruary brought forward a motion in the houfe

of commons tending to a revifion of the Scot-

tifh law of fedition, with a view to affimilate it

more nearly to the mild and equitable fyftem

of Engliih jurifprudence ; but this generous at-

tempt was negatived by a majority of 126 to 31

voices.

It being a matter of very great doubt whe-

ther, barbarous as the law of Scotland appeared

to be, the Court of Justiciary had not exceeded

the limits of their power in fubftituting the pu-

niihment of tranfportation for that of banifli-

ment, impofed by the acl: of queen Anne, for

the offence charged upon the above-named gen-

tlemen, whofe character in private life, how-

ever miftaken in their public opinions and con-

duel, was admitted to be in the highefl degree

refpecl:able s
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refpeftable, Mr. Adam on the 10th of March

moved for a copy of the record to be laid before

the houfe, upon the ground of which he meant

to queftion the legality of the fentence ; and if

his arguments prevailed with the houfe, as no

appeal could lie from the conviclicn, he mould

propofe an addrefs to his majefty in favor of

thefe unfortunate men. After a mafterly legal

difcuilion of the queftion, Mr. Adam made a

fudden tranfition to the equity and humanity

of the proceeding, addrefling himfelf very pow-

erfully to the feelings of the houfe. " What
(faid he) is the crime ? Mifdemeanor. What

is the puniihment ? Tranfportation ; and that

the molt aggravated and afflicling known to the

law—to a defolate ifland, an inhofpitable de-

fert at the extremity of the earth, where all

is rude and barbarous, where they muft be de-

prived of all communication with intelligent

beings like themfelves, where they can find no

focial pleafure, but are condemned to live with

ruffians whom the fword of juftice has fpared."

The motion was oppofed by the lord-advocate

of Scotland, who praifed the Scottilh criminal

code in high terms, as much fuperior to that

of England, and far better adapted to the fup-

preflion of fedition. And Mr. Pitt declared

that, in his opinion, no doubt could be enter-

tained either of the legality of the trials, or the

propriety
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propriety with which the lords of jufticiary had

exercifed their difcretion on that occafion : and

the queftion was loll on a divifion of 139 againft

32 voices.

On the 25th of March Mr. Adam introduced

a third motion, fupported by a iirong chain

of facts and reafonings, relative to the regula-

tion of the Jufticiary Courts of Scotland, pur-

porting to bring their general practice nearer

to that of the Englilh courts. But Mr. Secre-

tary Dundas affirmed that the Scottifh nation

was very happy under its own laws, and that

the alterations propofed would be a violation of

the articles of the Union. On the divifion it

was negatived by 77 to 24 voices.

Early in the feffion Mr. Dundas had brought

a meffage from his majefly, Hating, that a corps

of Hellians employed in his fervice having been

brought to the coaft on the Ifle of Wight to pre-

vent licknefs on board the tranfports, his ma-

jefly had given orders they fhould be quartered

in the ifland.—This corps conftituted a part

of the army deftined to co-operate with the

French royalifts in La Vendee, under the com-

mand of the earl of Moira, the object of whofe

important expedition was defeated by the mif-

management and procraftination of the cabinet.

The houfe thanked his majefty for the commu-

nication : but as it feemed that the minifters of

the
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the crown meant to pafs filently over this tranf-

a£tion, which, though circumftances might ren-

der it proper, was in a conilitutional view alarm-

ing, Mr. Grey, on the 10th of February, called

the attention of the houfe to the fubject in a

fpeech replete with hiftoric parliamentary and

conftitutional information, clearly proving that

the meafure in queftion was contrary both to

the letter and the fpirit of the constitution, as

eftablifhed at the Revolution ; and that, when-

ever fuch a meafure became neceffary, minifters

mould either obtain the previous confent of par-

liament, or refort to a bill of indemnity. Mr.

Grey concluded by moving, " that to employ

foreigners in any fituation of military truft, or

to bring foreign troops into this kingdom with-

out the confent of parliament firft had and ob-

tained, is contrary to law." The motion was

ftrongly fupported by Mr. Whitbread, lord John

Cavendifh, and Mr. Francis; the latter of whom
forcibly afked, " If it was lawful to bring in

4,000 Heflians to-day, why not 10,000 Auftrians

to-morrow, and 20,000 Ruffians the day fol-

lowing ?"

Mr. Fox hoped that Englishmen would look

to the confequences of this doctrine, and (aid,

that were he to chufe whether the king mould

poffefs the power of introducing foreign troops

into the kingdom in time of peace or in time

VOL. V. K of
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of war, he fhould much prefer the former, as

the exercife of fo alarming and exorbitant a

prerogative would be more likely to rouze the

nation to a general oppofition and refiftance,

Mr. Pitt maintained that his majefty did mod
unquestionably porTefs the prerogative in quef-

tion, and the remedy for any fuppofed danger

was for the houfe to withhold the fupplies for

the payment of troops. Mr. Serjeant Adair,

one of the moil refpe&able of the party ftyled

Alarmifts, admitted that the king had no power

to introduce foreign troops into the kingdom ;

he was a friend to the principle, but not to the

form of the motion : he therefore moved the

previous queftion, which was carried by 184

againft 35 voices.

The more the great conftitutional axiom moved

by Mr. Grey was confidered, the more reafon

there was to be dhTatisfied at the manner in

which it was evaded ; efpecially when the firft

minifter of the crown, by his abominable and

daring avowal of the prerogative in queftion,

feemed to aim at the eftablifhment of it to all

future times, in confequence of the precedent

now made. Mr. Grey, therefore, on the 14th

of March, again brought the fubjecr before the

houfe in a fomewhat different form. He con-

troverted, in the ftrongeft terms, the opinion

given on the former debate by the chancellor

of
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of the Exchequer, which, coming from, fuch

authority, he regarded as of the utmoft impor-

tance. Mr. Grey faid, that he was far from

calling in queftion the propriety or neceffity of

landing the Heffians ; but he could never fuffer

it to be advanced, as a principle of the conftitu-

lion, that the king had a right to introduce fo-

reign troops into the kingdom as a regular

branch of the royal prerogative. On the con-

trary, the letter, fpirit, and practice of the con-

ilitution all militated againft it. He referred to

the Aft of Settlement, by which no foreigner

could poflibly hold any office of civil or military

truft in this kingdom. But was not every officer

of an army of foreigners in a place of military

truft ? Thefe foreigners were not even under

any military law in this country ; for, as to

them, the Mutiny Act: had no force or opera-

tion. From the moment they landed here they

were, ipfo faElo> difcharged : they could not, by

the law of this country, exifr. for a moment as

an army, and if they deferted or difobeyed there

was no ftatute on which they could be tried.

Mr. Grey alfo referred to the famous cafe of the

Dutch Guards in the reign of king William,

and to the peremptory refufal of the houfe of

commons to admit of their remaining in Eng-

land, notwithstanding the great conftitutional

Cervices they had performed. And he protefted

k 2 that
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that he had no other view in the meafure he

meant to propofe than the guarding againft the

eftablifhment of a dangerous do&rine and a dan-

gerous precedent. He concluded with moving

for a bill of indemnity, in which he was fecond-

ed by Mr. Francis.

A fecond vehement debate enfued, in the

courfe of which Mr. Sheridan, with his ac-

cuftomed and ch'ara£teriftic animation, declared,

that to look into books in order to demonftrate

the illegality of fo monftrous a claim was a mere

wafte of time. Common fenfe was fufficient to

fhew that it could not exift. If at any future in-

terval, when the vigilance of that houfe (lum-

bered, advantage was taken to land an army of

foreigners in the kingdom for unlawful or inju-

rious purpofes, would it be pretended that the

refponfibility of miniftcrs was a fufficient fecu-

rity againft the danger ? While the houfe were

voting impeachments they might meet the ad-

vanced guard of the enemy in the lobby.

Mr. Fox affirmed, that if the introduction of

foreign troops into this country was legal, to

talk of liberty was abfurd, to fpeak of a free

conftitution was weaknefs. And Mr. William

Smith remarked, that no conftitution could con-»

tain a principle which was felo de fe, which

.ftruck at its vital part, and endangered its very

.exiftence. Mr. Pitt perfifted obftinately in his

opinion^
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opinion, or at leaft his aflertion, that it was

legal and conftitutional to introduce foreign

troops into the kingdom without the previous

confent of parliament ; and faid, he was yet ig-

norant what pofitive law it contravened, what

precedents it violated, or what courfe of prac-

tice it traverfed. On the queftion being called

for, the members for the motion were 41 only,

againft 170, who oppofed it—a divilion which

excited the grief and indignation of every honeft

man and true Briton.

The earl of Albemarle, in an able and con-

ftitutional fpeech, the firft which he delivered

in parliament, brought forward a motion fimilar

to that of Mr. Grey. His lordihip noticed the

Bill of Indemnity introduced under the admi-

niftration of lord North, which palfed in the

commons, and was loft in the lords, merely from

the objection made by the marquis of Rock-

ingham to the preamble, in which it was ftated

" that doubts had arifen, &c.;" whereas the

marquis declared that no fuch doubts had ex-

ifted, or could exift, as> to the pretended right

of the crown to land foreign troops in the king-

dom. The motion was fupported by the earls

of Lauderdale and Guildford, the marquis of

Lanfdown and the duke of Bedford. Lord

Romney, who now ufually voted with the court,

teftified as to the ihare which he had borne re-

ft 3 fpeciing
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fpe£ting the former bill of indemnity. At that

time, his lordfhip faid, it was not even pretended

that to introduce and employ foreign troops in

any part of the king's dominions was legal and

confatutional ; the only difficulty which arofe

related to the wording of the preamble in fuch

a way as not to throw a doubt upon the prin-

ciple. Lord Grenville himfelf was far from

taking up the queftion in the fame high tone

with Mr. Pitt. Mis lordmip declared, he faw

no ufe in agitating abftracl: proportions in par-

jiament, and that it would be better for the

country if the queftion were left open, and mi-

nifters remained fubjecl, as at prefent> to the

eventual refponfibility of abufing a power, the

exercife of which was admitted to be occa-

sionally necefiary. In thefe fentiments the other

lords in adminiftration, lord Hawkefbury, lord

Auckland, &c. feemed to concur; and the bill

was upon this ground merely rejected, though

the lords Stanhope and Radnor figned a proteft

againft the decifion of the houfe. Upon the

whole, and on a general review of the debates

in parliament refpecting this great conftitutional

queftion, Mr. Pitt appears to have been the only

man who took a decided part againft the inte-

refts of his country.

About this period of the feflion the chancel-

lor, of the Exchequer moved, in the Committee

Pf
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of Supply, that the treaty between his majefty

and the king of Sardinia be referred to the faid

committee. Conformably to the tenor of this

lingular treaty, Great Britain, it will be recol-

lected, was pledged to pay to his Sardinian ma-

jefty the fum of 200,000/. to be employed in the

defence of his own dominions ; and alfo not to

make any peace with France of which the re-

ftoration of Savoy, and his other conquered ter-

ritories, was not a preliminary article ; although

it never had been pretended that Savoy was an

object of fufficient confequence to involve us

in a war with France, and the Engliih court

had even made a boaft of its neutrality fubfe-

quent to the acquifition of that duchy by the

arms of the republic. The refolution enabling

his majefty to make good this curious treaty

pafled without a formal divifion, though it ex-

cited the fevere and poignant animadverfions of

the members in oppofition.

The military and naval force voted for the fer-

vice of the year amounted to more than 250,000

men, including about 35,000 foreigners ; and a

new loan was created of 11,000,000/. three-

per-cents, and 2,750,000/. four-per-cents. with

the addition of a temporary annuity of about

one-half per cent, for 11,000,000/. actually bor-

rowed by the government.

A bill introduced by Mr. Wiiberforce, for

K 4 abolifhing
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abolifhing that part of the flave-trade which

related to the fupply of foreign plantations,

palled the houfe of commons under the infidious

patronage of Mr. Pitt, but was thrown out in

the lords in confequence. of the avowed difap-

probation of lord Grenville, who was, however,

pleafed to profefs himfelf an advocate for the

principle of the bill, which was (he faid) ill-

timed pending the inquiry inftituted in that

houfe refpecling the general queftion; and in

this miferable fubterfuge he was feconded by

Ilorfeley, bifhop of Rochefter.

On the 22d of February a meflage was deli-

vered from the king, purporting, that the avowed

intentions of the enemy to invade this country

made an increafe of the land-forces neceffary

:

and an addrefs was voted by the houfe, aifuring

his majelly " of their zealous concurrence in

every exertion which became a brave and loyal

people in the profecution of this juft and ne-

ceffary war." So foon were the lofty and boaft-

fill predictions of minifters falfified, and their

pride humbled, by a change of fortune of which

they would not previoufly fuppofe the poffibi-

lity. A great augmentation of the militia, and

an addition of volunteer fencible corps, were ac-

cordingly voted, and the dangerous and doubt-

ful expedient reforted to of foliciting voluntary

fubfcriptions, by a formal letter written by the

fecretary
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fecretary of flate to the lords-lieutenants of the

feveral counties of the kingdom. This fubje£t

was brought by Mr. Sheridan in a regular mode

before the houfe, and reprobated by him and

the members of oppofition in general as a grofs

violation of the principles of the conftitution

and of the privileges of that houfe. But his

reafonings, if not confuted, were fet at reft, by

moving, as ufual upon all inconvenient and trou-

blefome proportions, the previous queftion.

On the 6th of March Mr. Whitbread moved

an addrefs to the king, ftrongly expreffive of

difapprobation of the conduct of minifters, and

pf thofe meafures which had preceded and fuc-

ceeded the declaration of war—lamenting that

his majefty mould have been advifed to make

a common caufe with powers whofe objects are

undefined, but who, as there is much ground

to fear, profecute the war with views and for

purpofes folemnly difavowed by his majefty,

and abhorrent to the principles of a free na-

tion ; and ftating, that the reftoration of Savoy

was not of fufficient importance to be made

a condition of peace, and requefting his ma-

jefty to extricate himfelf from Tiis prefent en-

gagements, as they prevented his concluding

a feparate peace.—Againft an armed nation,

Mr. Whitbread obferved, it was in vain to com-

bine j and in the midft of our pretended fucceffes

we
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we were called upon to make an extraordinary

provision for our internal fafety.—The motion

was negatived, after a warm debate, by a great

majority.—A fimilar motion, brought forward

by the earl of Guildford in the houfe of lords,

was oppofed by lord Hawkelbury, who charac-

teriftically declared, that, far from objecting to

the treaties already made, he only wifhed there

were more, and mould rejoice if there was not

a neutral power in Europe. He juftified the

treaty with Sardinia, and maintained the per-

fect confiftency of minifters, who had, in his

opinion, acled in a manner highly meritorious.

The motion of lord Guildford was rejected by

the ufual majority.

The melancholy fituation of general la Fay-

ette, who, fince his flight and capture on neu-

tral ground, had been groaning under the op-

preffion of Auilrian cruelty in the dungeons of

Oknutz, exciting the companion of many re-

sectable perfons, general Fitzpatrick humanely

and generoufly moved the houfe of commons,

on the 17th of March, for an addrefs to the

throne, befeeching his majefty to intercede with

the court of Vienna in his favor. The gene-

ral remarked that La Fayette fuffered for his

attachment to the confritutional monarchy which

we now profefTedly wiihed to reftore j and he

enlarged on the merits and fervices of that un-

fortunate
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fortunate perfon as far overbalancing any errors

with which he might be chargeable.

Mr. Pitt oppofed the motion as equally im-

proper and unneceffary, and denied that M. la

Fayette's conduft was ever friendly to the ge-

nuine caufe of liberty; and he affirmed, that the

interference required would be fetting up our-

felves as guardians of the confciences of foreign

Hates.

The motion was negatived by a majority of

more than a hundred voices, by the influence

of the minilter merely ; for the feelings of the

houfe were evidently interefted in favor of the

vi6lim of Auftrian perfidy. It was, however,

ftrongly fufpecled that the emperor was not the

monarch in Europe the moll averfe to M. la

Fayette's reftoration to the bleffings of freedom

—

thofe bleffings of which he had been fo inftru-

mental to the eftablifhment in America.

On the 10th of April, major Maitland, bro-

ther to the earl of Lauderdale, moved for a

committee of the whole houfe to inquire into

the caufes of the failure of Dunkirk and the

evacuation of Toulon, which he enforced by a

fpeech containing fevere animadverfions on the

conduct and policy of adminiftration.

Mr. Jenkinfon, fon of lord Hawkefbury, rofe

in oppofition to the motion, and took a retro-

fpe£tive view of the tranfa&ions of the laft cam-

paign,
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paign, which (he faid) not only demonflrated

the valor of the Britifh troops, but the wifdom

of the Britifh councils. He affirmed that this

country could not think of peace till the go-

vernment of France, if it deferved the name,

was annihilated ; and it was the duty of his ma-

jelly's minifters to affift every party that fhould

arife to overturn it. He was ready to confefs,

indeed, that government to be ftrong ; but,

paradoxically fpeaking, the ftronger it was, fo

much the more eafy was it to be deftroyed. The
Jacobine Club at Paris gave the tone to the

whole kingdom :—let that club, then, be de-

ftroyed, and univerfal confternation and confu-

fion would follow. This event could only be

accomplished by marching direclly to Paris. But

firft it would be necelTary to take fome ftrong

towns on the frontier, in order to open the com-

munication with the inhabitants, who would be

glad of the opportunity of flying from anarchy

and defpotifm *.

Mr.

* A comment equally amufing .and inftruetive upon the

fyftem of thofe great politicians who adv'ifed the overthrow of

the French republican government by marching direclly to

Paris, may be found in the celebrated Rabelais, book i. chap. 33.

entitled, " How certain governors of king Picrochole, by their

ralh counfels, run him into the utmofi danger." Thefe go-

vernors were, it feems, the duke of Menreail, earl Spadafin,

and captain Merdaille, who, by engaging him in a war with

Gnmdgoufier, promifed to make him the greateft prince fince

Alexander
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Mr. Pitt objeclea' to the motion, on account

of the great inconveniences of inquiry, which he

affirmed to be of fuch magnitude that they

ought never to be hazarded except when the

failures were of a nature to attach incapacity to

the character of ministers, or to occafion dif-

truft of the general fyftem wrhich they had

adopted : but the failures which had taken

place, he fubmitted to the houfe, were far from

amounting to this.—A dire6t negative was con-

Alexander of Macedon. Picrochole, flattered by this, bids

them put on their hats, and tell him how. 1 hey propole

leaving a fmall garrifon at home ; to march one army imme-

diately to Grandgoufier, and deftroy him ; another to go to

Gafcony, and capture all the towns, catties, and ftrong places,

in their way. 1 hence to take Spain and Portugal, and erecl:

two columns much more durable than thofe of Hercules, in'

honor of his majeity's name. Moreover, the Straits mould be

called the Picrocholine Straits. After this Barbaiy and Italy

were to be conquered—ricrochole protefting, by the bye, that

he would upon no account kifs the pope's flipper. w But in

the mean time," fays Picrochole, " what becomes of the firft

army, after defeating that devililh fellow Grandgoufier?"

* Why, fir,' reply the governors, ' re-alTcuibling in Bohemia,

they vanquiih Norway, Sweden, Gothland, and fo up to the

Frozen Ocean ; whence, by way of Lithuania and Bulgaria,

they proceed directly to Conftantinople.' <c I'll go there my-

felf," cries Picrochole, " for I have a mind to be emperor of

Trebizonde. All I fear is that infernal Grandgoufier."

•Don't fear him,' faid Spadafin, 'for Ruflia lhall fend in a mo-

ment to your affiitance 450,000 chofen troops.' " Come on

then," exclaimed Picrochole, " fee that every thing be £ot

ready, and let thofe who love me follow me,"

feqtrehtiy
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fequently put upon the motion, by a majority of

133 voices.

Early in this month Mr. Dundas brought for-

ward his annual ftatement of the finances of

India. He reprefented, as ufual, the profpe-

rous condition of the Company, the increafe

of their commerce, their inveftments and their

revenues, and drew a flattering picture of their

opulence and their greatnefs. To this he ac-

knowledged that one objection might poflibly

be made—Why then, it might be afked, apply

to the public for pecuniary relief? Why want to

borrow money ? But this, he affirmed, the Com-

pany did not alk : they only aiked leave to in-

creafe their own capital—an indulgence to

which he thought them fully entitled. In or-

der to this he moved a refolution enabling the

Company to continue their bonded debt at two

millions, and to ifTue new bonds for one million

more, which was agreed to without a divifion.

Nearly at the fame time Mr. Harrifon brought

forward a motion refpecling finecure places and

penlions, all of which above two hundred pounds

per annum he propofed to tax, during the con-

tinuance of the war, in a certain fpecified and

gradual fcale of proportion. Mr. Burke treated

this proportion with great difdain, and com-

pared the meafure to thofe which had occa-

fioned the ruin of France. As a meafure of

refource,
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reiburce, he faid, it was trifling and inadequate

;

as a meafure of policy, miftaken. If the poor

were only to be relieved in this way, then let

them fubmit to the will of God.—Mr. Pitt af-

firmed that the motion held out falfe principles.

Was the country, inltead of a flouriihing, in a

defperate lituation, the houfe, he thought, would

not recur to a meafure like the prefent : but

from a review of the Hate of the kingdom, he

contended that the nation had great caufe of

exultation.—The votes in favour of the motion

were 50, againft it 119.

At the end of the month of April Mr. Secre-

tary Dundas delivered a meflage from the king,

announcing a treaty of fubfidy with the king

of Pruffia, and a Convention with the States-

General. Mr. Pitt, on being urged, ftated the

terms to be as follows : That his Pruffian ma-

jefty had agreed to furniih 62,000 troops, for

which his Britannic majefty had agreed to pay

him 50,000/. per month, 100,000/. per month

for forage, 400,000/. to put the army in motion,

and 100,000/. on their return j of the aggregate

of which funis the States-General were to pay

400,000/. as their proportion. Over the tro ps

fublidized at this enormous expenfe, the direc-

tion and command were ftill vefted in the king

of Pruflia. Ihe motion of Mr. Pitt for the fum

of 2,500,000/. to be raifcd by way of loan

on
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on Exchequer-bills, in addition to the fuppliea

of the current year, for the purpofe of making

good this engagement, paffed by a great majo-

rity.

On the 12th of May, Mr. Dundas brought

down a fecond meffage from the king, import-

ing, that feditious practices had been carried on

by certain focieties in London, in correfpon-

dence with other focieties ; that they had lately

been purfued with increafing activity and bold-

nefs, and been avowedly directed to the aflem-

bling of a pretended national convention of the

people, in contempt and defiance of the autho-

rity of parliament, on principles fubverfive of

the exifting laws and the conftitution, and tend-

ing to introduce that fyftem of anarchy prevail-

ing in France ; that his majefty had given orders

for feizing the books and papers of thofe fo-

cieties, which were to be laid before the houfe ;

that it was recommended to the houfe to confi-

der them, and to purfue fuch meafures as were

neceffary in order to prevent their pernicious

tendency.

On the fame day, Thomas Hardy, Jlwemaker

in Piccadilly, who had acled as fecretary to the

London Correfponding Society, and Daniel

Adams, fecretary to the Society for Conftitu-

tional Information, two well-known and long-

eftabliihed political aflociations, were apprehend-

ed,
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ed, by warrant from the fecretary of ftate, for trea-

fonable practices -, and feveral other members of

the two focieties were, in the courfe of a week,

arretted, and committed to the Tower, on a

charge of high-treafon.

The papers in queftion being referred to a

fecret committee of twenty-one members, chofen

by ballot, the firft report of the committee was

brought up by Mr. Pitt on the 16th of May. It

contained an account of the proceedings of the

focieties, from the year 1791, chiefly from the

public newfpapers. In a very long and ftudied

harangue, Mr. Pitt endeavoured to imprefs upon

the houfe the belief of the exiftence of a moll

dreadful and dangerous confpiracy. He mould,

call, he faid, the attention of the houfe to a

fociety which, though compofed of the meaneil

and. mod defpicable of the people, a£ting upon

the word: Jacobinical principles, had within it

the means of the molt unbounded extenfion and

rapid increafe. It had already rifen to thirty

divifions in London, fome containing fix hun-

dred perfons, and was connected by a f) ftemati-

cal chain of correfpondence with other focie-

ties, fcattered through all the manufacturing

towns. That fociety had arrived at fuch enor-

mous boldnefs as to declare itfelf authorized to

fcan the proceedings of parliament, and pre-

scribe limits for its actions, beyond which, if

vol. v. l it



14$ GEORGE III

it prefumed to advance, an end was to be put

to its exiftence. Such language from people fo

Contemptible might feem the effect of infanity,

and deferving only of companion ; but it had

been the refult of deep defign, moulded into

fhapc, and fit for mifchievous effects when op-

portunity mould occur. About fix weeks ago

the Correfponding Society had, in due form, laid

before the Conftitutional Society a deliberate

and deep-concerted plan for affembling a con-

vention for all England, intending evidently to

exercife legiflative and judicial capacities, to

overturn the eftabliihed fyftem of government,

and wreft from the parliament the power lodged

in their hands ; and in their circular letter they

had emphatically Hated that no time was to be

loft. Arms had been actually procured and

diftributed by thefe focieties ; and, in reference

to the nature and magnitude of the objects they

had in view, it would appear that a confpiracy

fo formidable had never yet exiited. Mr. Pitt

concluded by moving for leave to bring in a

bill empowering his majefty to fecure and de-

tain all perfons fufpecled of defigns againft his

crown and government.

Mr. Fox, Jn reply, declared, that he had

Hftencd in vain to the report now read for a

ditcovery of facts more important than thofe

which had been prcvioufly detailed in every
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newfpaper. Thefe focieties, however intem-

perate in fome of their expreffions and pro-

ceedings, uniformly profefTed their object to be

the redrefs of grievances, by means of a reform

in parliament. A convention of the fame nature

with that now propofed was actually held at

Weftminfter in the year 1780, of wnich Mr. Pitt

might polTibly have been, and of whieh he him-

fels certainly was, a member. This convention

held a public correfpondence with focieties in

Yorkshire and other places ; they prefented the

refult of their labors to the houfe, which refufed

indeed to acknowledge them as delegates, but

allowed their right to petition as individuals,

and received their petition. By a convention

the Irilh Catholics had obtained their late privi-

leges. How could the houfe after thefe exam-

ples, upon what pretence, or with what equity,

declare a convention aflembling with this ob-

ject merely in view to be illegal ? Such a con-

vention as that itated by the minifler would in-

deed be highly criminal ; but the idea was ut-

terly incredible and ridiculous. Were an hun-

dred of thefe perfons infane enough to iflue

orders, and alfume the powers of government,

where would they find another hundred difpofed

to obey them ? Let the houfe confider the ex-

tent oi authority given to the crown by the fuf-

i- 2 penfioii
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penfion of the Habeas-Corpus A£t. Every

man who difcourfed freely upon the fubje£t of

the war, which he from his heart regarded as

deteftable, would be in the hands and at the

mercy of the minifters. Former fufpenfion of

this act in the cafe of actual or threatened inva-

fion, at a time when the people were divided in

opinion as to the right of the houfe of Hanover,

formed no precedent for the prefent meafare.

Who are now the objects of this exercife of

defpotifm ?—a number of individuals, without

money, without means, poffefling neither mi-

litary or civil authority. The facrince required

was mighty, the danger was altogether imagi-

nary; or if any danger, any criminality, exifted,

the old-eftablifhed laws known to the conftitu-

tion were fully adequate to the occafion. Mr.

Fox repeated t£ that the pretexts for this vio-

lent and dangerous meafure Were the moft flimfy

and bare-faced, and the meafure itfelf the moft

daring and impudent, he had ever witnefTed."

The motion for leave to bring in the bill was

carried by a great majority, but in every ftage

it met with a moft refolute and vigorous oppofi-

tion. Mr. Jekyl obferved, " that fome perfons

were indeed in cuftody upon a charge of high-

treafon, but was it to be fuppofed, if guilty,

that they would efcape if the prefent bill were

not
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not paffed into a law ? Why excite a needlefs

and univerfal alarm for the fake of puniihing

a few?"

Mr. Sheridan declared his belief not only

that no treafonable practices exifted, but that

minilters knew this to be the fa£l, although it

might be neceffary for their views to create fome

new caufe of panic and confirmation. Of all

other confpiracies, he faid, fecrefy was a lead-

ing feature ; and if this was a confpiracy, it

was the moft garrulous confpiracy he ever

heard of.

Mr. Grey allowed " that in extreme cafes

extreme powers (hould certainly be given ; but

no fuch cafe was ever made out in the prefent

inftance, for the charge at moft amounted only

to fedition. In the year 1782 Mr. Pitt himfelf

had been of opinion that parliamentary reform

was only to be accomplished by refolutions

of the people afring on the prudence of the

houfe. This fame William Pitt, who had once

taught the public to believe that nothing honeft

was to be expected from the houfe of commons,

now afferted that the people mould do nothing

for themfelves. William Pitt, the reformer of

that day, was William Pitt the profecutor, and

perfecutor too, of reformers now. But, for his

own part, he declared, that, however impugned,

parliamentary reform was a caufe he would

i 3 never
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never defert, nor would he., to preferve power

or gratify ambition, ever become an unprin-

cipled apostate."—The bill at length patted

by a majority of five to one.

Very warm debates alfo upon this fubje£r.

took place in the houfe of lords, in the courfe

of which lord Thurlow gave it as his opinion,

that the facts ftated in the report did not amount

to the crime of high-treafon, though to that of

fedition they undoubtedly might, and did. But

fedition is by the law of England an offence of

a totally different nature from treafon ; ob-

fcurely defined, and of a comparatively trivial

import.

After palling the Sufpenfion Bill an addrefs

was fent down from the lords to the commons,

expreffing, in flrong terms, their belief in, and

abhorrence of, the confpiracy, as flated in the

report, and their loyal wifhes to bring to ex-

emplary punifhment the authors and abettors of

fuch plans, &c. This declaration of the legifla-

ture, pending a judicial profecution, and found-

ed upon ex parte evidence, was reprefented as

grofsly unjuft and unconftitutional, as it muff,

have an obvious and powerful tendency to bias

the minds of the juries who were to decide

upon the fate of the perfons accufed, and who,

agreeably to the principles of the law of Eng-

land, ought to be prefumed innocent till they

were
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were found and pronounced guilty after a fair

and open trial. The houfe neverthelefs agreed

to the addrefs, and negatived an amendment

propofed by Mr. Fox, omitting the claufe which

ftated their belief of the confpiracy, without a

divifion.

As provifion had in the courfe of the feffion

been made for embodying a very numerous

corps of French emigrants, Mr. Sheridan con-

ceived it a proper opportunity to move for leave

to bring in a bill for a new military tell, con-

taining merely a declaration of allegiance, fuch

as might admit the whole body of Engliih Dif-

fenters, Catholic and Proteftant, to ferve their

country in a military capacity ; to which he faid,

that he prefumed the houfe would allow them

to be at leaft as competent as an army of French

Papifls. Mr. Sheridan very forcibly objected to

all tells and difqualifying laws ; but, confining

himfelf on the prefent occaiion to what he

thought might probably be granted, he ex-

tended his motion only to military and naval

tells, leaving all civil employments to remain

as they were. But it was in vain to expect, any

liberal conceflion from the prefent odious ad-

ministration ; and the previous queftion being

moved by Mr. Dundas, upon this unwelcome
and perplexing motion, it was carried with little

debate, and without any divifion.

l 4 On
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On the 30th of May, the duke of Bedford,

•who had already diftinguifhed himfelf as a very

able fpeaker in the houfe of peers, called for

the attention of their lordfhips on the important

fubjecl: of peace. His grace ftated it to be his

defign to mew the views which had originally

been entertained of the war by the government

and the legiflature, the different afpe&s it had

fubfequently affirmed, and the utter impolTibility

of drawing any fpecific conclufion of the in-

tention of adminiftration, or limiting the cala-

mity to any objecl, the attainment of which

would fatisfy their wifhes. For this purpofe his

grace offered a feries of propofitions, no lefs

than fourteen in number, for the consideration,

and, if approved by their lordfhips, for the affent

of that houfe.

The lft refolution imported in fubftance, that,

previous to the commencement of hoftilities, it

was the profeffed policy of his majefty's go-

vernment to preferve a ftricl: neutrality in re-

lation to France, and that, after the declaration

of war, the avowed object of it was to oppofe

all views of ambition and aggrandizement on

the part of France.

2. That, before the end of April, 1793, the

armies of France were obliged to evacuate Hol-

land and Flanders, and that the prince of Co-

bourg did, by a proclamation, engage to co-

operate
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operate with general Dumouriez, to give to

France the conftitution of monarchy ihe had

formed for herfelf ; and that, within the com-

pafs of a few days, this declaration was fuper-

feded and revoked.

3. That by the 15th article of the treaty con-

cluded with the landgrave of Heffe CafTel on the

10th of April, it appears that his majefty's mi-

nifters were of opinion that the fituation of af-

fairs had then entirely changed its afpe£t, in

confequence of which his majefty might not

have occafion for the Heffian troops.

4. That on the 14th of July, 1793, a con-

vention was concluded by Great Britain with

Pruffia, in which the two powers reciprocally

promife to continue to employ their refpeefcive

forces, as far as their circumftances would per-

mit, in carrying on a war equally juft and ne-

ceffary.

5. That on the 23d of Auguft, 1793, the inha-

bitants of Toulon did declare that it was their

unanimous wilh to adopt a monarchical go-

vernment upon the bafis of the conftitution of

1789 ; and that lord Hood, by his proclamation

of the 28th of Auguft, on taking pofTeftion of

Toulon, did accept of that declaration.

6. That the conftitution to which the pre-

ceding declaration and acceptance are applied

was the fame which his majefty's ambaflador

at



,134 GEORGE III.

at the Hague did, in a memorial prefented to

the States-General on the 15th ofJanuary 1793 ?

defcribe in the following terms, viz. " It is not

quite four years fince certain mifcreants, affum-

ing the name of philofophers, have prefumed to

think themfelves capable of eftablifhing a new

fyftem of civil fociety. In order to realize this

dream, the offspring of their vanity, it became

neceffary for them to overturn and deftroy all

eftablifhed notions of fubordination, of morals,

and of religion."—And that this description was

applied by the faid ambaifador to a government

with which his majefty continued to treat and

negotiate, from its inftitution in 1789 to its dif-

folution in 1792 ; and that his majefty 's ambaf-

fador was not recalled from Paris until that go-

vernment was diflblved.

7. That by the declaration of the 25th of

October, 1793, his majefty demands only of

Fiance that fome legitimate and liable govern-

ment mould be eftablifhed, and that his majefty

hoped to find in the other powers engaged with

him in the common caufe, fentiments and views

peri'e&ly conformable to his own.

8. That at the commencement of the war the

profecution of it was ebnlidered by his majefty

as a caufe of general concern, in wh:

majefty had every reafon to hop€ for the a
CO-
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co-operation of the powers united with him by'

the ties of alliance or intereft.

9. That it does not appear, in this caufe of

general concern, that his majeity has received

that cordial co-operation.

10. That, on the contrary, it does appear that

many of thofe powers have not co-operated

with his majeity; that Ruffia has not contri-

buted in any fhape to the fupport of this com-

mon caufe ; that the crowns of Sweden and

Denmark have united to defend themfelves

ag-ainfl any attempts to force them to take part

in this caufe 5 that the republics of Venice and

Switzerland remain neuter -

3 and that Sardinia is

fubfidized by Great Britain merely to enable

him to act upon the defenfive.

11. That the king- of Pruffia, bound by the

convention of July, 1793, to acl: as a principal

in the war, in the moft perfect concert and" the

moil intimate confidence with his majcfty, has,

by the treaty of April 1794, obtained the grant

of an enormous fubiidy from this country in

order to fecure his farther co-operation ; and

that Great Britain is, in fact, loaded with his

proper {hare of the burden of a war which is

faid to be the common caufe of every civilized

itate.

12. That the object of the war, as originally

ptdrHteti on our part, viz. the restoration of

peace
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peace on terms of permanent fecurity, is now
attainable—hismajefty uniformly abftaining from

any interference with refpecl to the internal af-

fairs of France.

13. That it is the duty of his majefty's mi-

nifters to avail themfelves of the prefent circum-

ftances of the war, by propofmg to France equi-

table and moderate conditions of reconciliation.

14. That in every poffible cafe it is equally

defirable that his majefty mould make an explicit

declaration of his views ; and if interference is

intended, to make the degree of that inter-

ference precifely known, in order to induce

fuch parts of the French nation as are diflatisfied

with their prefent government to exert thenv

felves with fecurity.

His grace expatiated upon thefe propofitions

much at large, and with great pertinence and

propriety ; and he fpoke in terms of generous

approbation of the amelioration produced in

France at the period of the revolution, the pri-

mordial feeds of which were imported from

America. Speculative men, he faid, had aft-

erwards attempted to form a fyltem too pure

for the prefent Hate of fociety j fcfut time would

have foftened down thefe theories, and have

made it one of the grandeft and moft extra-

ordinary ftru&ures that was ever formed by

man. During this time, excepting fome trifling

difputes
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difputes with the Germanic princes about feudal

fuperiorities in Alface, nothing happened to

excite the jealoufy of other powers. Yet two

of the defpotic potentates of the Continent

affecled to fee the progrefs of the revolution

with alarm, and by means of the Convention of

Pilnitz laid the foundation of all the horrors

which have followed. The conduct of our al-

lies, with other concurrent caufes, had confpired

to produce a fecond revolution. With refpe£t

to the queftion, how a permanent peace was to

be made with France, his grace profeffed him-

felf at a lofs to comprehend the force of the

epithet. As applied to treaties between na-

tions, no peace had ever been, or could ever

be, permanent, which it fuited the intereft and

inclination of either party to break ; and a

peace concluded at the prefent time was as like-

ly to be permanent as at any other. He then

proceeded to move his firft refolution.

Lord Fitzwilliam, in a fpeech of great vio-

lence, oppofed the poiition that peace could

with fafety be made with France. His lord-

fhip maintained, that we had a right to in-

terfere in the internal concerns of France till

they mould be fo regulated as to give fecurity

to mankind, and that the part Great Britain had

a£ted became a great and magnanimous people.

The
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The duke of Grafton fupported the motioti

brolight forward by the duke of Bedford, and

obferved, that four years ago the government

was acting the Drawcanfir in defence of the

balance of power in Europe, and was now feen

prize-fighting for the re-eflablifhment of defpo-

tifra in France. His grace adverted to the re-

quell: made by the French to the king of Eng-

land to mediate between them and Auflria—an

opportunity never to be recalled \ and which,

if embraced with cordiality and good faith,

would have placed Europe at this day in a

happy (late of peace.

Lord Hawkeibury oppofed the motion upon

the ground of its being an improper interference

with the royal prerogative. There were,

he faid, no hopes of a permanent peace with

the French ; the fpeedieft method of obtaining

it would be by a change in that government.

AVe were juftified in our endeavours to effect

this object in every practicable way ; and their

making war upon us unprovoked undoubtedly

srave us new rights ; and this none who under*

flood the law of nations could poffibly call in

queftion.

Lord Grenville clofed the debate with the

falfe and daring affertion, that in no former

war had minifters been called upon to ftate

the
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the Specific object of it; adding, that he did

not fee why we were not to interfere with the

internal concerns of France, and that the only

Security we could obtain for a permanent peace

was in reftoring monarchy to France.—The

refolution moved was meanly evaded by the

queftion of adjournment.

On the fame day Mr. Fox introduced into

the houfe of commons a feries of refolutions pre-

cifely iimilar to thofe moved by the duke of

Bedford in the houfe of lords, which he illus-

trated and defended with his wonted ability.

A Similar debate enfued, and the previous ques-

tion being moved, on the firft refolution, was

carried by 210 to 57 voices.

Nothing of hiftoric moment occurred during'

the remainder of the feflion, which was pro-

tracted till the llth of July (1794), and then

terminated by a fpeech from the throne, in which

his majefty was pleafed to urge his two houfes

of parliament " to perfevere with increafed

vigor and exertion in the prefent arduous con-

tell againft a power irreconcileabiy hoftile in its

principles and fpirit to all regular and eftablim-

ed government."

Immediately on the rifmg of parliament fome

alterations in the administration took place. Earl

Fitzwilliam was declared lord-prefident of the

council, earl Spencer appointed lord privy-

feal,
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feal, the duke of Portland made third fecretary

of ftate, and Mr. Windham fecretary at war.

Before the clofe of the year lord Fitzwilliam was

promoted to the vice-royalty of Ireland ; and

the earl of Mansfield, late lord Stormont, and

nephew to the famous chief-juflice, now no

more, fucceeded to the prefidency of the coun-

cil. Lord Spencer was, by a happy choice,

placed at the head of the Admiralty ; and lord

Chatham, brother to the premier, who had for

fome years occupied that important depart-

ment, by a change very beneficial to the pub-

lic, was now made lord privy-feal.

When the chiefs of the alarmifls went over to

the court, it was underftood that, upon the firft

favorable opportunity, provifion mould be made

for them and their partizans, which was now
done in an ample manner. But no melioration

of the general fyftem was difcernible in confe-

quence of this new coalition ; and the character

of the duke of Portland, at leaft, did not ap-

pear in a light more dignified or disinterested to

the public at large by his acceptance of an office

which he himfelf had, fourteen years before,

ftrenuoufiy labored to aboliih, as fuperfiuous in

itfelf, and affording the means of corrupt in-

fluence, and that under a minifter whofe ap-

pointment to office his grace had reprobated as

an infult on parliament and the nation. Ten

new
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new peers were alfo created, and his grace of

Portland's fervices ftill farther rewarded with a

blue ribband, and the office of chancellor of the

univerfity of Oxford *.

As the campaign of 1793 terminated very late

in the year, that of 1794 did not commence

early. On the 6th of January the duke of

Brunfwic addreifed a remarkable letter to the

king of Pruffia, in which he announced the

refignation of his command, ftating as his mo-

tive " the unhappy experience that want of

connection, diftruft, egotifm, and a fpirit of

cabal, had difconcerted the meafures adopted

during the two laft campaigns." He fpeaks

{till more plainly in a fubfequent part of the

letter, faying—" When, inftead of the preva-

lence of an unanimous fentiment and the fame

principle, each army acls feparate and alone,

of its own accord, without any fixed plan,

without unanimity and without principles, the

confequences are fuch as we have (ecu at Dun-

* The accumulation of honors and rewards conferred upon

this nobleman, in confequence of the abandonment of his

principles and his party, produced the following farcaftic epi-

gram, in allufion to his grace's family motto, craignez ho-

me :—

When the rirft Bentinck warn'd his race

Above all things to fear difgrace,

Did his prophetic foul forefee,

Portland, thy bale apoftafy ?

vol. v. M kirk,
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kirk, at Maubeuge, and Landau. Heaven pre-

ferve your majeily from great misfortunes!"

It is probable that the king of Pruffia, being

totally difappointed in his felfiili and unprinci-

pled views of maring in the fpoils of vanquished

France, had already determined to withdraw

himfelf from the confederacy. In the month

of February certain commiffioners from the

French republic arrived at Frankfort, under the

pretext of negotiating for an exchange of pri-

foners: but the marked diftinclion with which

they were treated, with the long and fecrct

conferences which they held with general Kal-

kreuth, who was known to poffefs the entire-

confidence of the Pruffian monarch, indicated a

treaty of very different import and far higher

moment. Field-marflial Mullendorf fucceeded

to the duke of Brunfwic in the command of

the Pruffian army ; and an intimation to the

prince of Cobourg that he had received orders

from his court to march towards Cologne was

followed, on the 13th of March, by a procla-

mation addreiTed to the German empire, an-

nouncing his Pruilian majefly's aclual feceffion

from the grand confederacy. Flis majefty ftated

the incredible efforts he had made to oppofe

this ahnnjl unconquerable enemy ; that he had

made every pollible facrifice to the common
eaufe which the natural ilrength of Pruffia

would
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would permit ; and that he is able no longer

to take an active part, from his own means, with-

out ruining his own dominions, and entirely

exhaufting the property of his fubjects. He
concludes, therefore, with declaring his refolu-

tion to withdraw his troops from the protection

of the empire, and to order them inftantly to re-

turn to his own dominions.

The Britifh minifter, whom it was well known

that his Pruffian majefty regarded as no ftatef-

man, at once fell into the fnare, and that famous

treaty of fubfidy was concluded, conformably to

which the fnm of near two millions fterling was

to be paid to the court of Berlin for the fervice

of an army of 62,000 men, to be commanded

by an officer of his Pruffian majefty 's own ap-

pointment. Every article in this treaty betrayed

the folly and incapacity of the Britifh miniftry;.

and the circumitance alone of a Pruffian general

being placed at the head of the troops was fuffi-

cient to render the agreement totally inefficient.

The wealth of Britain was exhaufted to purchafe

the aid of, at beft, a nominal, perhaps a treache-

rous, ally—one already known to be devoid

equally of honor and of honefty.

A general council of war was convened in

the month of March at Ath, when the projected

arrangements of the campaign, on the part of

the court of Vienna, were brought forward by

m 2 general
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general Haddick. A main article of this plan,

was, that general Clairfait, an Auftrian officer

of great ability and experience,, mould be ap-

pointed to the command of the auxiliary forces,,

and that the duke of York mould acl under

his orders—the prince of Cobourg continuing

at the head of the grand Imperial army. This

his royal highnefs refufed with difdain *
; and,

after much time loll in confulting the two-

courts, a compromife was at length effected,

and it was determined that the emperor him-

felf mould take the field in perfon, and that in

him mould be- veiled the fupreme command.

On the 9th of April his Imperial majefty ar-

rived at BrufTels, where he was folemnly inau-

gurated duke of Brabant. Thence he proceeded

to Valenciennes, where his prefence diffufed at

leail the appearance of joy ; and, on the 16th,.

the whole army was reviewed by him on the

heights above Cateau. On the following day

they marched in eight columns to inveft Lan-

dreci. The French alTembled in force at the

camp of Ccefar,. near Cambray, from which they

were, on the 23d, driven by general Otto ; but

on the very next day a general afTault took

place upon the different pofts of the allies in

* FoiTibly the duke of York had never heard that Peter

the Great ferved as a private ibldier in his own army; or poi-

Cbly his ideas of greatnefs might be different.

this
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•this quarter on the part of the French, now

under, the command of general Pichegru, in

confequence of a pre-concerted plan, which em-

braced the whole line of frontier from Treves

to the fea. They were for the molt, part re-

pulfed ; but the poll of Moncron, where ge-

neral Clairfait commanded, was attacked with

far fuperior force by Pichegru in perfon, and

carried, after a brave reiiltance. In confequence

of this fuccefs Courtray and Menin fell into the

hands of the republicans. In return, the for-

trefs of Landreci, which had repelled the utmoft

efforts of prince Eugene in 1712, fell into the

hands of the prince of Cobourg, after a fiege of

no long duration.

A variety of fevere but indecifive conflicts

took place in the courfe of the next two months,

interefting only to readers of military hiiiory.

About the middle of June, the French under

general Jourdain, who commanded on the fide

of the Mofelle, paffed the Sambre, and laid

liege to the town of Charleroi. The danger to

which this important place, and eventually

BruiTels itfelf, was expofed, determined the

prince of Cobourg to make one grand effort

for its relief. On the 21ft he reached Ath.

and on the 24th effected a junction with the

hereditary prince of Orange and general Beau-

lieu, who commanded in that quarter. The

m S main
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main body of the French army, under general

Jourdain, was ftrongly potted at this time in

the vicinity of Fleurus, a place already famous

in the annals of war, to cover the fiege of

Charleroi, on whom, upon the morning of the

26th, the prince of Cobourg hazarded a general

attack. The battle continued with unabating

fury till near the clofe of the day, by which

time the allied army was defeated in every

part, and forced with immenfe lofs to retreat

to Halle, thirty miles from the fcene of action.

This was a great and decifive victory. Char-

leroi and BruiTels fell, without further refiftancc,

into the hands of the enemy.

General Clairfait was equally unfortunate on

the oppofite fide. Ypres, the key of Weftern

Flanders, was befieged by 50,000 men, com-

manded by general Moreau. After a feries of

engagements, in which the French were almoft

uniformly victorious, the Auftrians were com-

pelled to fall back upon Ghent, and Ypres fur-

rendered on the 17th of June. The emperor,

with his military favorite colonel Mack, now
in utter defpair of fuccefs, left the army, after

having in vain iflued proclamation after procla-

mation, calling upon the inhabitants of the Low
Countries to rife in a mafs in order to repel the

invaders.

During this time the duke of York enjoyed

the
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the honor of a feparate command at Tournay,

a poiirion which recent events made wholly un-

tenable : it was therefore evacuated, the duke

with his army retreating in the direction of

Antwerp. What fcrvice was rendered to the

common caufe by the Britiln troops while lla-

tioned at Tournay does not clearly appear ; at

Fleurus they might perhaps have changed the

fortune of the day.

No fooner was the fate of the Netherlands

thus decided, than lord Moira arrived from

England with a reinforcement of 10,000 menr

at Oftend, the gallant remains of that army,

walled by lone; confinement on board the tran-

fports by licknefs and chagrin, which was de-

ftined to re-eilablifh royalty in Brittany. This

able officer found his fituation very critical, the

French being in poffeffion of the country on all

fides of him. It was deemed necefiary imme-

diately to evacuate the town, and endeavour to

force his way, without tents or baggage, through

the enemy, to join the army of the allies, which,

by great and ikilful exertion, he accomplifhed

on the 3th of July: the ihipping in the harbour,

amounting to 150 fail, with tfre ammunition,

ilores, &,c. on board, took their departure for

Flufhing. Thus Oftend, and nearly at the fame

time Tournay and Ghent, fell into the hands of

the French.

-V 4 }n
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In the different and partial engagements

which had taken place between general Piche-

gru and the prince of Cobourg fince the fatal

battle of Fleurus, the former had greatly the

advantage. Mons, Oudenarde, and Nieuport,

places widely diftant, and foon after Mechlin,

furrendered to the republican arms. Antwerp

itfelf was no longer confidered as a fafe retreat.

In this exigency the Itadtholder folicited the

States-General to make an extraordinary levy

throughout the provinces, but without effect.

Difaffeclion, diftruft, or at bell apathy, every

where prevailed, and a fpeedy revolution in the

government was to be apprehended.

About the middle of July general Kleber

took poffeffion of Louvain, after defeating ge-

neral Clairfait, who had poffeflion of the fa-

mous camp of the Montagne-de-Fer. The lalt

hope of the allies, that of forming a line of de-

fence from Antwerp to Namur, was relin-

quished—Namur being on the night of the 16th

abandoned by general Beaulieu ; and on the

24th the French took quiet poffeffion of Ant-

werp, the allies having previoufly fet fire to

the immenfe magazines depofited there. Great

quantities of ftores and ammunition neverthelefs

in different parts fell into the hands of the

enemy. Sluys made a brave refiftance, but

furrendered after a fiege of fix weeks, the garri-

fon,
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fon, by a novelty in this ftrange campaign,

marching out with the honors of war. The

ftrong towns ftill occupied by the allies on the

French territory, Landreci, Quefnoy, Conde,

and Valenciennes, being now completely infu-

lated, fucceffively reverted to their former pof-

feffors.

The army under the duke of York was, at the

beginning of Auguft, Rationed at Breda, whence,

at the latter end of the month, they retreated

towards Bois-le-Duc. But the French forces

now re-colle&ed under general Pichegru ad-

vancing rapidly, to the number of 80,000 men,

early in September, towards this place, the duke

on the 16th crofTed the JVlaefe, and took a frefli

pofition near Grave, and at the beginning of

Oclober he encamped under the walls of Nime-

guen. At the latter end of the month his

royal highnefs paffed the Waal, leaving general

"Walmoden with a corps to cover the town of

Nimeguen, which was evacuated in great con-

fufion, and with much lofs, on the 7th of No-

vember. Bois-le-Duc, Breda, and, after a re-

liftance worthy of the beft days of the republic,

Grave, were fucceiTively reduced. Scarcely could

the allies now (land any where even upon the

defenfive, much lefs form any rational or feafi-

ble plan for recovering their ftupendous loifes.

During the operations of general Pichegru

in
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in Dutch Flanders, the Auftrian general La
Tour was totally defeated by general Jourdain

near Liege, which city, as likewife Aix-la-Cha-

pelle and Juliers, were occupied by the French.

That able commander, the prince of Cobourg,

was at this period, in confequence, as believed,

of the preffing inftances of the court of London,

whofe projects military and civil he held in

avowed contempt, difmiffed fuddenly from his

high and painful pre-eminence : and his fuc-

ceiTor, general Clairfait, after the moft gallant

efforts, was compelled early in Oclober to re^

pafs the Rhine at Cologne. The French pur-

fued the Imperial troops to the very margin of

the river ; and as the rear of the Auftrian army

embarked, they were ipfultingly afked, if that

was the road to Paris ?

At the latter end of September the fiege

of Maeftricht was formally commenced, and

lafted to the beginning of November, during

which interval the attack and defence were

conducted with heroic bravery. The atmofphere

feemed filled with balls, bombs, and (hells,

and fcarcely was a place of fafety left in the

whole circuit of the city. Two thoufand build-

ings, public and private, were faid to be de-

frayed, and a general itorm was intended on

the 4th of November, when the governor, moved

by the fituation of the inhabitant^, and the en-

treaties
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treaties of the magistrates, confented to articles

of capitulation with general Kleber, who en-

tered the place on that fame day.

After this conquer!: the French arflates en-

joyed fome weeks of comparative fepofe ; but

general Pichegru had Hill greater deiigns in

contemplation, and only waited tor the advan-

tage of the froft, which fet in with unufual rigor

about the middle of December. In the courie

of a week the Maefe and the Waal were frozen

over, and on the 27th a ftrong column of French

croffed the former of thofe rivers, while another

corps made themfelves mailers of the Bommel.

But the French general did not make his grand

movement till the 10th of January, 1795, when

the main body of his forces croffed the Waal

at different points, and made a general attack

upon the lines of the allies, extending between

Nimeguen and Arnheim, under the command
of general Walmoden,—the duke of York hav-

ing by this time prudently returned to England.

The allies were defeated in every quarter. A
precipitate retreat was ordered towards Amers-

fort and Deventer. In this retreat, which dif-

fered little from a flight, the wretched fugi-

tives were expofed to every fpecies of diitrefs

which it is pollible for human-nature to furrer.

From the want of common neceliaries in the

allied army, a dreadful iicknefs and mortality

prevailed.



172 GEORGE III.

prevailed, and the haraffed and difpirited troops,

abandoned by their royal commander, expofed

to the intenfe feverity of the weather, the drift-

ing fnow, and heavy falls of fleet and rain, al-

moft without clothing, frequently without fuf-

tenance, without medicines, without tents, lit-

tered down in cold and damp churches and

other public buildings, expired daily and nightly

by hundreds, the companionable victims of a

fatal and unparalleled delufion.

This laft retreat was equivalent to a formal

furrender of Holland into the hands of the

French. In vain had the ftadtholder endea-

voured by manifeftoes and proclamations to in-

duce the Dutch nation to rife in a mafs for the

defence of their country. He who had long

been the object of their hatred now became

no lefs fo of their contempt. Utrecht, Rotter-

dam, and Dorr, furrendered to the French

without reiiftance ; and the ftadtholder, with his

family, not without difficulty, and attended by

all the marks of popular refentment during his

ihort abode at the Hague, made his efcape in

an open boat from Scheveling on the 19th of

January. On the fucceeding day general Fi-

chegru, who had conducted himfelf with uni-

form mildnefs and moderation, made his public

entry into Amfterdam ; and, by order of the

States-General, every other fortrefs in the re-

public
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public opened its gates to the French. On the

27th of January the provifional reprefentatives

of the people of Holland affembled, and a de-

cree immediately pafled for the total abolition

of the ftadtholderate, and the eflablifhmenr,

under the protection of the republic of France,

of a new provifional government for the United

Provinces.

—

Such was the termination of this

ever-memorable campaign, conceived on the

part of the Britifh miniftry in the fpirit of mad-

nefs, and conducted in that of the moil com-

plete imbecillity.

The events of the war in which the Auflrians

and the auxiliary army of Pruffians on the fide

of the Mofelle were engaged, during thefe trans-

actions in the Low Countries, are of little com-

parative moment.

At the latter end of May, the Prufhan ge-

neral Mullendorf, who was obliged to make
fome flight (how of co-operation, furprized the

French in their entrenchments at Keyferflau-

tern, and defeated them with confiderable lofs.

In the month of July the French in their turn,

under the brave general Defaix, attacked the

Pruffians, and carried, amid a terrible fire, the

important polls occupied by prince Hohenloe

on the Platoberg, a high mountain in the terri-

tory of Deux-Ponts. In a few days they re-

peated their attack upon the whole chain of

polls
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polls from Neuftadt to the Rhine with fplendiJ

fiiccefs, and both Auftrians and Pruffians were

obliged to retreat with the greateft precipitation.

The Imperial army re-creffed the Rhine, and

the Pruffians retired towards Gunteribloom and

Mentz. The recent acquifition of Keyferflau->

tern was abandoned to the republicans, who
again occupied the cities of Worms, Spire, and

Treves: and this was the whole equivalent re-

ceived from the king of Pruffia in return for

the enormous fubfidy of two millions granted

by the Britiih parliament to that felfifh, crafty,

and unprincipled monarch.

On the fide of Spain and Italy alfo the armies

of the republic were eminently fuccefsful. In

the beginning of February, 1794, a battle was

fought near St. Jean de Luz, in which the

French were conquerors. In the month of

May another viclory was gained near Ceret \

and foon afterwards a third, of far more im-

portance than the former two, over the prin-

cipal Spanifh army pofted in the vicinity of Col-

lioure, by general Dugommier, the whole of the

baggage and artillery falling into the hands of

the French. A column was ordered by the

Convention to be erecled in memory of this

exploit. The cities of Urgel, St. Elmo, and

Bellegarde, furrendered to the armies of France,

conducted by the heroic Dugommier. The Spa-

niards
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niards alio, under their general, the count de

1'Union, fought with great bravery, but were

overpowered by fuperior fkill and numbers.

Soon after the capture of Bellegarde, general

Dugommier obtained another fignal victory, but

was, at the clofe of it, unfortunately killed by

the burfling of a (hell. His death was avenged

in a lhort time by the defeat and death of his

gallant opponent, the count de 1'Union. On
the weftern iide great advantages were gained

by general Moncey, and the towns of Fonta-

rabia and St.Sebaftian fell into the hands of the

French, and a deep and dangerous impreflion

was made upon the whole extent of the Pyre-

nean frontier.

In Italy, to iife the inflated ftyle of M. Bar-

rt-re, in his report to the Convention, viclory

was alfo in a ftate of permanence. The Pied-

montefe had, at the command of the Sardinian

monarch, rifen in a mafs ; but, being deftitute

of the cnthufiafm of liberty, they conftituted a

body without a foul. The French forced the

famous pafs of Mount Cenis, took poflelTion of

the city and territory of Oneglia, and made
themfelves mailers of a great part of the open

country of Piedmont.

It is now time to avert our eyes from fcenes

ofdifafter and difgrace, and to take a concife

view of the naval war, in which England main-

tained
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tained in all parts of the world her great and

wonted fuperiority. A very formidable arma-

ment, deftined to aft in the Weft Indies under

the command of two mod diltinguifhed and gal-

lant officers, fir Charles Grey and fir John Jer-

vis, rendezvoufed early in the year in Carliile-

bay at Barbadoes, whence they failed, on the

3d of February, to the attack of Martinico,

which furrendered, after a refolute refiftance of

feven weeks. About the fame period Cape Ti-

buron, and fome other polls in St. Domingo,

were reduced to fubmiffion by colonel Whitlock

and commodore Ford. No fooner was the re-

duction of Martinico effected than the troops

were re-embarked, and landed on the ifland

of St. Lucia, which capitulated on the 4th of

April; and upon the 11th of the fame month

the fleet and army arrived off Guadaloupe,

which, after a lliort but brave defence, fur-

rendered, with its dependencies, on the 20th.

After thefe glorious fucceffes fir Charles Grey

returned to Martinico, leaving general Dundas,

brother to the minifter,an officer of diltinguifhed

merit, to command at Guadaloupe. The fe-

quel of the hifloiy of this expedition is lefs flat-

tering. General Dundas died of the fever inci-

dent to the climate at Guadaloupe, after a few

days illnefs, early in June. This great lofs was

followed by other difaftrous circumftances. A
French
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French fquadron off the ifland, June the 5th/

from which a body of troops landing under the

command of the celebrated Viftor Hugues, at-

'tacked Fort Fleur d'Epee, which they carried

by florin ; and the Englifh retreated with con-

fiderable lofs to Fort Louis. This alfo was foon

evacuated^ and the troops, (nattered and dis-

heartened, took refuge in BafTe-terre. Sir Charles

Grey, on the firft intelligence of this attempt^

failed from St. Kitt's with all the force he could

co]le£r, and, landing on the ifland of Guadaloupe

on the 19th of June, he made an attempt,

July 2, on the poft of Point-a-Petre ; but for-

tune, upon this occafion, was not propitious a

and the general was, after great efforts of va-

lor, repulfed, with the lofs of 600 men. After

this the forces were re embarked ; and BafTe-

terre, after a long and vigorous refinance, with

the whole ifland and its dependencies, again

reverted to France.

The progrefs of the Englifli arms in the Me-
diterranean, fubfequent to the evacuation of

Toulon, was alfo nattering. Early in the month

of February, 1794, lord Hood proceeded for

Corfica, which wras in a ftate of revolt againft

the Convention, the infurgents being excited to

this refiitance by the Englifli influence, under

the con due"* of their antient and popular chief,

Pafchal Paoli, who had been fome years fince

vol. v. n reftored
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reftored to his country with honor by the Cort-

ftituent Affembly. Mortella, Tornelli, and St,

Fiorenza, being fucceffively furrendered or eva-

cuated, the Corficans who adhered to the French

intereft retreated toBaftia, which held out againft

the united efforts of the Anglo-Corficans and

Englifli till the 24th of May, when it capitu-

lated on honorable terms ; and the whole ifland,

excepting Calvi, which held out till Augufr r

fubmitted to the Englifli. This appears to have

been the favorite conquer! of the war. Letters

of convocation were forthwith iffued for the

AfTem-bly of the General Conful-t to be held at

Corte,- the antient capital of Corfica, on Sunday

the 8th of June 1794, of which general Paoli

was elected prelident. The reprefentatives of

the Corfican nation immediately voted the union

of Corfica with the Britifh crown, and a eonfti-

tutional acl' was framed extremely firmlar to the

French model of 1791, which had beenfo lately

branded by lord Aukland, ambaffador at the

Hague, as the work of mifcreants 7 and the off-

spring of prefumption and vanity." • Sir Gilbert

Elliot, reprefentative of his Britannic majcfty,,

formally accepted this act; on his part, and im-

mediately afTumed the magnificent title of Vice-

roy. " Our minds have been prepared by Pro-

vidence/' faid his Excellency, " for the fate

which awaited us, The event of this happy

day
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day is only the completion of withes we had

previoufly formed. To-day our hands are joined,

but our hearts have long been united ; and

our motto mould be

—

Amid e non di ventura."

The molt remarkable features of this demo-

cratic form of monarchy, which gratuitoufly

granted more than had even been afked by the

mod: darinsr reformers of Britain, were—the

eitabliihment of the right of univerfal fufFrage

—

the difiblution of the legiflative bodv at the end

of two years—no fe.nate or houfe of nobles

—

municipalities chofen by the people in every

pieve or diftrici ; and, laftly, the unlimited right

of toleration without tefts or penal laws.

Far from admitting, as was formerly required

of America, the unlimited and unconditional

power of the Britifh legiflature to make laws

for Corfica in all cafes whatsoever, the Confti-

tutional A£t merely and coldly fays, " That the

parliament of Coriica will always manifeft its

readinefs and deference to adopt all regulations,

confiftent with its prefent conftitution, which

fhall be enacted by his majefty in his parliament

of Great Britain for the extenfion and advantage

of the external commerce of the empire and

its dependencies 5" which conceffion plainly

amounted to an affirmation of the right of the

Corfican parliament to rejecl ftich regulations as

fliould not appear to them to have this tendency.

n 2 The
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The inherent fovereignty of the people is not

only implied in the formation of this conftitu*

lion, by a national convention " poffefTed," as

the preamble of the a£r. fays, " of a fpecific

authority for this purpofe," but exprefsly recog-

nized ; for the viceroy, in declaring his accep-

tance of it, " on the part of the fovereign king

of Corfica, George III. king of Great Britain,"

fays, " If his majeily, therefore, accepts the

crown, which you have agreed to offer him, it is be-

caufe he is determined to protect, and never to

enflave, thofe from whom he receives it; and,

above all, becaufe it is given, and not feized

upon by violence." Upon the whole, according

to the ideas which Mr. Burke and the other

virulent declaimers againit the French conftitu-

tion and the mode of its eftablifhment had fo

long laboured to inculcate, this was a moll Ja-

cobinivjeil traniafrion in all its relations. But

men of a different flamp faw in it a noble,

though unintentional, acknowledgment on the

part of the Biitilh government that the princi-

ples on which t'he French revolution was ori-

ginally founded were perfectly juft ; and that all

the dreadful evils consequent upon it arofe not

from the principles themfelves, but from the

bppofitipn made to their eftablifhrnent. By this

tranfadion another crown, fucn as it was, de-

volved upon tlie head of the king of Great Bri-

tain
j
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tain ; but the advantage which the people of

Britain were to reap from this fort of political

connection with Corfica never having been ex-

plained, muft for ever remain amongfl: the deep

and infcrutable arcana of government.

In the month of May, the Brett fleet, amount-

ing to twenty-fix fail of the line, under the com-

mand of admiral Villaret, anxious for the fate

©f a large convoy from America, ventured to

put to fea, though it was known that lord

Howe, the Britiih admiral, with a force equal,

or fuperior, was cruizing off" the harbour to in-

tercept it. Early on the 28th the fleets came

in view; and, after fomc diftant firings, the Eng-

liih admiral, having by his mafterly manoeuvres

at length gained the weather-gage of the enemy,

bore down upon them with full fail on the lit

of June. A clofe and defperate engagement

enmed, in which the hoftile fleets exhibited

prodigies of valor. Several (hips on both fides

were difmafted ; and the carnage, particularly

on the part of the French, was dreadful. Le

Vengeur, of feventy-four guns, went down
during the action; and while the lower-deck

ports were actually under writer, and deft ruction

inevitable, the air refounded with the cry of

Vive la Republiqul ! At length the French

admiral, finding the conteft too unequal, crowd-

ed off, and was followed by thofe of his Qiips

n 3 iii
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in a condition to carry fail. Of the others, fix

remained in poffeffion of the Britifh admiral,

and were brought fafe into Plymouth. The

French were confoled in fome degree for this

humiliating defeat, by the attainment of the

obje£f. for which they rifked the engagement

:

their American convoy, amounting to 160 fail,

valued at five millions fterling, and conveying

an immenfe quantity of provifions and naval

ftores, arrived fafe in port a few days after the

engagement,

During this fummer wonderful changes took

place in the interior ftate and government of

France. No fooner had the republican party in

1792 accompliihed the overthrow of the confti-

tution than they became themfelves divided

into two oppofite and inveterate factions, that

of the Gironde and that of the Mountain. The
latter had no fooner enjoyed a horrid and fan-

guinary triumph over their unfortunate oppo-^

nents than a fecond divifion was obferved

;

and the conteft, equally violent with the former,

now lay between the Jacobins and the Cor-

deliers. In the midft, however, of fcenes of

terror and of death, there are to be found fome

incidents which tend to foothe and foften the

feelings of affli£ted humanity. On the 3d of

February 1794, three deputies from the ifland

of St. Domingo, one of whom was a negro and

tta
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the others gens-de-couleur, were received by

the Convention as the reprefentatives of the

colony. On the fucceeding day one of the de-

puties gave an affecting account of the trou-

bles of this ifland ; and they had no fooner

concluded than La Croix eagerly moved the

entire abolition of flavery within the dominions

of France. The National Convention rofe fpon-

taneouflyto decree the proportion, and the men

of colour were all adopted into the number of

French citizens. Shortly after this the juitly

obnoxious decree of November 1792 was for-

mally repealed.

At the head of the faction of the Cordeliers

were Hebert, Ronfin, Anacharfis Clootz, ftyled

the Apoftle of Atheifm, &c.—men who, to

conciliate the populace, adopted the wildeft

theories, decried all religion, preached equality

in tfce abfurdeft extent, and recommended

publicly an agrarian law. In the beginning of

March the Table of the Rights of Alan, in the

hall of the Cordeliers, was covered with a

black crape ; and Hebert, from the tribune of

the fociety, affirmed that tyranny exifted in the

republic. This was fuflicient to arouze the jea*

loufy of Robefpierre. On the 25th of March,

thefe men, and many others of the fame oficcia-

iion, were arretted, and brought before the

^Revolutionary Tribunal, and of courfe con-

n 4 demned
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demned to the guillotine. Thefe executions

were followed by thofe of Fabre d'Eglantine,

Chabot, Bazire, Julien of Touloufe, Herault

Sechelles, and other popular deputies of the

Convention, on pretence of engaging in coun-

ter-revolutionary projects. But what excited

ftill more amazement in the public was the

arreft of Danton, Philippeaux, and Camille Des-

moulins, &c. on the 3111 of March. It is re-

markable that St. Juft, in the report prefented

on this occafion, makes the profeflion of atheifm

a principal charge againft Fabre d'Eglantine.

On the 2d of April, thefe perfons, and many'

others their pretended accomplices, fell under

the fatal axe of the guillotine. Danton was

a man of great parts, and feems to have been

regarded by Robefpierre in the formidable light

of a rival for power and fuperiority, which

was, in the view of that execrable tyrant, the

moil heinous of all offences.

At this period it was decreed by the Conven-

tion that the remains of the famous Jean

Jacques Roufieau mould be depofited in the

beautiful church of St. Genevieve, now ftyled

the Pantheon. The prefidenr, upon this oc-

calion, faid, " That illuftrious patriot had left

excellent kiTons to mankind, to love liberty,

morality, and the Divinity. Thefe lelTons win

fpr ever confound thofe falfe philofophers who
profefs
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profefs neither to believe in a Providence nor

in a Supreme Being—the only confolation of

mankind in their lait moments."—Religion was

now again the order of the day in the National

Convention. The numberof public executions,

upon the moft frivolous and wanton pretences,

ftill continued, neverthelefs, to be almoir. in-

credible. M. Paliffot, a dramatic author who

had many years before written a comedy in

ridicule of RoufTeau, was now detained to ex-

piate this offence with his life. He wrote to

the municipality an acknowledgment of his

error, and of the merits of RoufTeau :
" Yet,"

faid he, " if RoufTeau was a god, you ought

not to facrifice human victims to him."—This

fh'iking expreffion produced its effecl, and Pa-

liffot was releafed from his imprifonment.

In the month of May, the virtuous princefs

Elizabeth, filter of the late king, and his faith-

ful companion under misfortune, was, without

any fhadow of pretext, brought before the Re-

volutionary Tribunal, and, after a few vague

and infolent interrogatories, barbaroufly con-

demned to the fentence of the guillotine, which

ihe fu fiered without betraying any other emo-

tions than thofe ot humble and pious resig-

nation.

On the 30th of this month Barrere brought

forward the infanjous decree for allowing noj

quarter
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quarter to the Englifh or Hanoverian troops ;

but the French officers and foldiery unanimoufly

refufed to carry this abominable mandate into

execution.

No fooner had Robefpierre reached the fum*

mit of power than the bans on which it flood

feemed to totter under him. On the 10th of

June, Bourdon de l'Oife, a member of the Con-

ventional Aflembly, had the courage to demand

that the decree which affirmed the inviolability

of the national reprefentatives Ihould be again

eftablifhed, and that no member ihould be brought

before the Revolutionary Tribunal but in con-

fequence of a decree of accufation pafled by

the Aflembly itfelf, inflead of an order of the

Committee of Safety, where Robefpierre, and

the vile inftruments of his horrible tyranny,

Couthon and St. Juft, bore abfolute fway. This

was carried before the tyrant could recover from

his furprize. From this time the party formed

againft him rapidly increafed, and even his ce-

lebrated colleague, the artful, the penetrating,

and inlidious Barrere, took a fecret, though

efficient, part in plotting his overthrow.

The fufpicions entertained by the tyrant of

his danger appeared from the fuccefllve fpeeches

which he pronounced at the Hall of the Jaco-

bins at this period ; and one in particular, on

the l$th of July, in which he declared that a

counter*
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counter-revolutionary committee actually exifted

jn the republic. That he meditated the fpeedy

deftruction of all thofe whom he now regarded

as his enemies was manifeft ; and ic was ru-

mored that he meant at the fame time openly

to affume the office of Dictator of the Republic.

Whether he was aware that Barrere was of the

number of his adversaries is doubtful. That

extraordinary man made, on the 23d of July, a

fpeech in the Convention, well calculated to lull

him into a falfe fecurity. " This government

(faid he) is odious on account of its energy. Let

me conjure the Convention not to fleep on its

victories, but to ftrike terror amongft the con-

fpirators." On the 25th of July, Robefpierre

made an oration in the Convention, in which he

plainly indicated his future project. " What a

terrible ufe (faid he) have our enemies made
of a word which at Rome was applied only to

a public function." The fpeech was heard with

fymptoms of contempt ; many things in it con-

tended ; and it was evident that his influence

in the Convention was loft. This was the cri-»

tical moment. The armed force of Paris, under

Henriot, was ftill at his devotion ; but his refo*

lution, and even his fagadty, feemed to fail

him ; his popularity was evidently declining,

and the applaufes of the galleries attended the

fpeeches of his opponents, who, on their part,

per*
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perceived that they had already gone too far to

recede.

In the fitting of the 9th Thermidor (July 27}

Billaud Varennes complained openly, " that the

armed force of Paris was entrufted to parricidal

hands. Henriot (faid he) was denounced as

the accomplice of Hebert. One man alone had

the audacity to fupport him. Need I name

him?—Robefpierre." He then proceeded to

recount with energy his acts of blood and op-

prefiion : and accufed him, without referve, of

harbouring an infamous defign of making him-

felf dictator. " In order to effe.cl: his purpofe

(faid this orator) he has refolved to mutilate the

Convention, and to murder the reprcfentatives

of the people." Robefpierre here darted to-

wards the tribune, while a number of voices ex-

claimed " Down with the tyrant ! Down with

the tvrant !" He was not fulfercd to fpeak in his

defence; and Tallien rofe " to congratulate the

Convention that the veil was at length with-

drawn, and the real confpirators unmafked.

Every thing (faid he) announces that the enemy

of the nation, is about 'to fall. In the houfe of

that guilty man, Who now ftands humbled with

the confeioufnefs of *d crimes; smd over-

whelmed with that deteftation which his infa-

mous defrgns againft liberty have fo juftly

merited, Were formed thofe lifts of profcription

which
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which have ttained with fo much blood the

altars of riling liberty. He copied the example

of the deteftable Sylla. His profcriptions were

intended only to prepare the way for his own

power and the eftabliihment of a perpetual

diclatorfhip.—Was it to fubje6r. ourfelves to fo

abjecl and degrading a tyranny that we brought

to the fcafFold the laft of the Capets, that we

declared eternal war againft kings, and fwore to

eftabliili liberty as the price of life? No! the

fpirit of liberty has not funk fo low. I in-

voke the fhade of the virtuous Brutus ; like him

I have a poniard to rid my country of the

tyrant, if the Convention do not deliver him to

the fvvord of juftice. Let us, republicans, ac-

cufe him with the courage which fprings from

loyalty in the prefence of the French people :

and, as it is of the utmott importance that the

chiefs of the armed force do no mifchief, I move

that Hemiot and all his ftaffbe arretted. I move

that our fittings be permanent until the fword

of the law has fecured to us this revolution.

I alfo move that Robespierre and his crea-

tures be immediately arretted." Thefe motions,

were patted amid tumults of applaufe.—Barrere

was now called upon to fpeak in the name

of the Committee of Public Safety ; and after

propofing that the national guard refume its

original organization, and that the mayor of

Paris
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Paris be refponfible for the fafety of the na-

tional reprefentation, he joined without referve

in the inve&ives againft the fallen tyrant, who
has had the art, faid he, of wearing fo many

different maflcs; and, when he had no longer

occafion for his creatures, has made no fcruple

to fend them to the guillotine, as Camille Def-

moultns, Bazire, Chabot, and others.—Robe-

fpierre, loft in amazement and confternation,

fubmitted without farther refiftance to the de-

cree of the Convention, and was guarded by

the proper officers to the prifon of the Luxem-

bourg ; the governor of which, being one of his

creatures, refufed to receive him ; upon which

he was conducted to the Hotel-de-Ville.

In the mean time Henriot had found means

to efcape, and, with the activity infpired by

defperation, rallied his adherents. Dividing his

forces into three bodies, he attempted at once

to attack the Hotel-de-Ville, the Committee of

Public Safety, and the Convention. The repre-

fentatives of the people ihewed in this moment

of danger much courage and prefence of mind.

No fooner were they apprized of the ftate of

things than they declared Robefpierre and his

accomplices outlaws and traitors. Barras was

appointed commander-in-chief: and a procla-

mation was iflued, exhorting the people to affert

their liberty and defend the National Conven-

tion.
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tion. In confequence of tbefe mcafurcs the

troops of Henriot almoft univerfally abandoned

him ; and he himfelf, with the remainder, took

poffeffion of the Hotel-de-ViJle. Here, at two

hours after midnight, they were vigoroufly af-

faulted by a determined party of the conven-

tional guard, headed by Bourdon de l'Oife and

other commifiioners of the Convention, who
rallied boldly forward into the hall of the com-

mune. The infurgents, after a fhort and fruitlefs

refinance, attempted in the laft agonies of their

defpair to turn their arms againll themfelves.

Robefpierre, already wounded in the fide by

a fabre, difcharged a piftol in his mouth with

no other effect than to (hatter and disfigure

his countenance. Le Bas {hot himfelf dead

upon the fpot, and Couthon {tabbed himfelf

with a poniard. Henriot, while haranguing the

populace from an upper window, was thrown

down by their defire, and" fhockingly wounded

by the violence of the fall. Robefpierre and the

reft of the criminals outlawed by the Conven-

tion were immediately conveyed to the Revo-

lutionary Tribunal, merely for the purpofe of

identifying their perfons, and then re-conveyed

to the Palace of Juftice, and that very eveningx

to the number of twenty-one, executed in the

Place de la Revolution, amid the loudeft and

molt univerfai acclamations of joy ever remem-

bered..
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bered. The eyes of the fpeclators were chiefly

fixed upon Robefpierre, Couthon, and Henriot,

who exhibited a ghaftly picture of blood,

mingled with duft, and covered with wounds.

Robefpierre was executed laft, but remained

on the fcaffold wholly fpeechlefs, and petrified

with horror.

Such was the merited doom of a tyrant,

deftined, by univerfal confent. to be ranked in

the black catalogue of the Neros, the Catalines,

and the Borgias, whofc names are held up from

age to age to the eternal execration of mankind.

Immediately after this great and happy event a

very general alteration and melioration took

place in the different branches of the provifional

government of France. The Jacobine Club was

entirely abolifhed, and the remains of the Gi-

ronde party, excluded and profcribed from the

month of May 1793, to the number of feventy-

one, were now reftored to their feats ip the

Convention. Dumas, prefident of the horrid

Revolutionary Tribunal, Fouquier Tinville, the

public accufer, Carrier, conventional commif-

iioner in La Vendee, and various others of the

fame defcription, loft their lives molt defervedly

on the public fcaffold. At the fame time

hundreds were releafed. from the different flate

prifons, who, but for the late revolution, would

probably have fallen victims to the Robefpierrian

tyranny ;
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tyranny ; and the infamous decree of the Con-

vention, for refufing quarter to the Englifh and

Hanoverian foldiery, was formally refcinded.

The infurgents of the departments of La Ven-

dee and La Loire had never been completely

fubdued,and thoufands were full (heltered in the

natural receffes of that romantic country under

their leaders Charette and Stofflet. A general

amnefty, however being now publifhed, they

almoft univerfally laid down their arms, and

fubmitted to the authority of the Convention*

But it deferves remark, that, during the niort

critical p'eriods of this unparalleled revolution,

amid internal contention and convulfion, the

Gallic like the Roman republic rofe victorious

over the world ; and fmce the fubverfion of the

antient monarchy, the fpirit of atheifm and

anarchy had uniformly triumphed over that of

fuperftition and defpotifm.

The mifcellaneous events of the year in Bri-

tain ftill remain to be related. In the month

of April Mr. Jay, chief-juftice of the United

States of America, arrived in London, as mi-

nifter plenipotentiary, to adjuft the exifting dif-

ferences between that republic and the Britiih.

government. His reception was at the firft cool

and revolting; but in proportion as the allied

armies receded, it was remarked that the ne-

gotiation with America advanced. The general

vol. v. o ftate
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itate of things in England was at this period

fo truly unpleafant, and the differences which

prevailed in politics under the prefent admi-

nistration entered fo deeply into private and

focial life, and were fo fubverfive of its com-

forts, that great numbers of families of the

old Whig ftamp, whofe anceftors had been molt

warmly attached to the principles of the revo-

lution, and to the Hanoverian fucceffion, now
fought refuge in the bofom of the American

republic. Amongft other emigrants of this de-

scription was the celebrated Dr. Prieftley, who
had been driven from his philofophical retire-

ment in the centre of the kingdom by the mad
outrages of a barbarous populace, excited and

encouraged by perfons, however exalted above

them in rank, fcarcely lefs barbarous than they.

A Chatham, a Lanfdown, or a Fox, would have

paid juft reverence to the virtues and talents

of this illuflrious character; whofe zeal, as a

theologian, for the diffufion of his peculiar te-

nets, was both natural and laudable. If his

opinions were erroneous, argument might be

oppofed by argument, and the caufe of truth

would be eventually the gainer. But, under

the administration of Mr. Pitt, bigotry and ma-

lignity advanced with an accelerated progrefsy

and every fpecies of improvement, moral, intel-

lectual, or political, feemed gradually to become

the
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the object firft of cold indifference to this infi-

dious ftatefman, then of diflike, and at length

of fear, of hatred, and of horror. " Friends of

the miferable," fays a writer of fenfibility and

genius *, " you who prefented Mr. Pitt with

your confidence, becaufe you expected he would

realize your humane wifhes, refer the influence

this man has exerted upon his age to the ftan-

dard of your feelings, and in his actions try if

you can difcover not the habit, but a few ca-

fual fallies of goodnefs." When fuch a man
bore fway it cannot be a matter of wonder that

the perfecuted and oppreffed fhould be ardently

defirous to withdraw far beyond the fphere of

his baleful influence ; though this could not in

the nature of things be effected without making

great and mournful facrifices. It is true that

philofophy, though it cannot and ought not to

deftroy the finer feelings of human nature,—

nay, though it adds to their force and fervor,

affords confolations in adverfity, which, to grofs

and vulgar minds, muft remain for ever un-

known. " A wife man," fays a celebrated

writer, who was, at the time he penned thefe

beautiful reflections, an exile from his native

land, " looks upon himfelf as a citizen of the

world 3 and when you afk him where his coun-

* « Effay on the public Merits of Mr. Pitt " by Dr. Bed-

DOES.

o 2 try
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try lies, points, like Anaxagoras, with his finger

to the heavens.—Let us march therefore in-

trepid wherever we are led by the courfe of

human accidents. On what coaft foever we
are thrown by them we (hall not find ourfelves.

abfolute ftrangers. We fhall meet with beings

endowed with the fame faculties, and fubjeft

to the fame laws of nature. We mall fee the

fame virtues and vices varied in a thoufand dif-

ferent modes. We mall feel the fame revolution

of the feafons, and the fame fun and moon will,

guide the courfe of the year. The fame azure

vault, befpangled with ftars, will, be fpread over

our heads ; and whilit our minds are occupied

with high and philofophical contemplations, ifc

imports us little what ground we may happen to

tread upon *."

Bolingeroke's Letters on Hi/lory, vol. ii. p. 246.

The

* The language and fentiments ©f the bigots who pre-

tend to candor are well defcribed by the celebrated Wie-
land in his Tract on Liberty of Reafoning. '« We wifh not

to tyrannize over confciences
; you are at liberty to believe

what you can, only get out from among us ; lay down
your offices

; give up your incomes
;
quit your habitations -

y

forfake your country ; renounce your whole civil exiftence.

Go and look out for a place in the fandy wilds of Africa, or

in the defolated iflands of the Southern Ocean, where you;

flaay philofophize and be hungry as much as you pleafe."

Although the general reception which Dr. Prieftley met?

with in America was fuch as his high character fo juftly me-
rited, he foon had occafion to lee and feel that bigotry and

malevolence
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The perfons who in the month of May had

been committed to prifon, on the charge of a

democratic confpiracy to overturn the govern-

ment, were kept in clofe confinement the whole

of the fummer. It alfo happened that two

men, Watt and Downie, on grounds totally dif-

ferent, were brought to trial in Scotland for

high-treafon at this juncture ; and this incident

might be regarded as the prologue to the fearful

and bloody tragedy which it was in contempla-

tion of the adminiftration to perform in Eng-

land ; and their conviction might be fuppofed

to have a powerful effect on the minds of the

Englifh juries. Watt was a fpy employed by

government, of a character infamoufly profli-

gate 5 and he was inftructed to enter hitnfelf as

a member of the popular focieties, in order to

detect their fecret machinations, and to give

information againft them whenever called upon.

It appears from the trial that he deemed his

malevolence were not confined to England. In a letter from

Mr. Jefferfon, dated Jan. 18, 1890, that diftinguifhed ftatef-

man and patriot thus exprefles himfclf. " How deeply have

I been chagrined at the persecutions which fanaticifm and

monarchy have excited againft you even here. I regretted

that your friend, before he had fixed a choice of pofition

did not vifit the valleys on each fide the Blue Ridge in

Virginia.—You would have found there equal foil, the fineft

climate and moil healthy on the earth, the homage of uni-

verfal reverence and love, and the power of the country fpread.

over you as a ihield."

q 3 fervices



198 GEORGE III.

fervices not fufficiently rewarded by govern-

ment, and that he went fo far beyond his com-

miffion as to propofe, in all appearance fe-

rioufly, treafonable defigns,—fuch as feizing the

cattle of Edinburgh, the public bank, and the

perfons of the judges, &c.—to fome of his af-

ibciates, who pofitively rejected to adopt any

meafures for the attainment of their purpofcs

" which might difturb the public peace, or fried

the blood of their countrymen." This informer,

being himfelf informed againit., was apprehend-

ed and tried for this offence; and though he

alleged with plaufibility that he had fpoken and

acted with no other view than to difcover the

fecret purpofes of thofe whofe conduct he was

ordered to obferve, the proofs againit. him were

fuch as to induce the jury to return without

hefitation a verdict of guilty, and he was foon

after executed ;— this government fpy being the

only man convicted and punifhed for the crime

he was employed to detect. The fecond delin-

quent, Downie, was a weak illiterate mechanic,

who had been foolim and culpable enough to

Men in ftupid filence, and probably aftonifn*

merit, to the wild fuggeftions of Watt, with-

out any active concurrence whatever. The jury

found him alfo guilty, although the offence

could amount to no more than mifprifion of

treafon j but they thought proper to recom-

mend
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mend him to mercy, and he afterwards received

a pardon from the king.

While this matter ftill continued to agitate in

fome degree the public mind, another fubjett

of alarm arofe, and a dreadful rumor was on -

a fudden raifed of an attempt to aflaffinate the

king. The perfons implicated in this charge

were one Le Maitre, apprentice to a watch-

maker in Denmark-ftreet, William Higgins, ap-

prentice to a chemift in Fleet-ftreet, and a man

of the name of Smith, who kept a book-flail

in the vicinity of Lincoln's-inn. Their accufer

was one Upton, alfo an apprentice or journey-

man to a watchmaker. The confpirators were

apprehended, by a warrant from the duke of

Portland, on the 27th of September, and under-

went feveral examinations before the privy-

council. It was depofed by the informer, Up-

ton, that an inftrument was to have been coi -

ftrucled in the form of a walking-ftick, in which

was to have been infertcd a brafs tube, through

which a poifoned dart was to have been blozviiy

at fome convenient opportunity, by the villain

Le Maitre, at his majeify ; but when or where

was not determined upon. This marvellous

ftory,more fit for the Arabian Tales than ferious

hiftory, feemed for a time to be credited by the

miniftry, and the perfons accufed were com-

mitted for trial j but, after a long and fevere

o 4 imprifon-
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imprifonment, the evidence againft them was
found fo inconfiftent, abfurd, and incredible,

that the whole affair fell into contempt, and the

men were, without any trial, declared innocent

of the charge, and fet at liberty.

Under the full imprefllon made by this ridi^

culous fable, the fpecial commimon of Oyer

and Terminer, iffued for the trial of the ftate

prifoners confined in the Tower of London on

a charge of high-treafon, was opened at the

Seffions-Houfe, Clerkenwell, by the preiident,

lord chief-juitice Eyre, in an elaborate charge

to the grand jury, which, in the courfe of their

proceedings, found a bill of indictment againft

Thomas Hardy, John Thelwall, John Home
Tooke, and ten other perfons,—John Holcroft,

one of the number, who, by concealment, had

efcaped the previous taedium of confinement*

voluntarily furrendering himfelf in court upon

the occafion ; and on the 25th of the fame

month they were arraigned before the Special

CommiiTion at the Old-Bailey. The members

of the jury fworn to try the general iffue of

this memorable caufe were not only very zea-

lous friends of the government, but adherents

of the administration, and molt of them mem-

bers of the loyal alTociaticns in and near Lon-

don ; but, through the admirable precautions

of the law, they were alfo men impartial, in-

telligent2
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teiligent, and of chara&ers highly refpe£tablc.

The indi&ment was of uncommon length, and

contained no lefs than nine overt-afts of high-

treafon, all refolvable into the genera] charge,

that thefe perfons did confpire to fummon dele-

gates to a national convention with a view to

fubvert the government of the country and to

levy war againft the king.

By a long-eftablifhed conftru£rion of law, the

attempt to levy war againft the government, or,

in other words, any confpiracy againft the go-

vernment, is no lefs high-treafon than the attual

Je vying of war, which is declared to be treafon

by the original ftatute of Edward III. becaufe

it is, by no very harfh interpretation, prefumed

to involve in it a defign againft the life of the

king, neceflarily endangered by fuch an at-

tempt, and which is alfo declared to be treafon

by the exprefs words of that famous ftatute.

The real crime, therefore, diverted of the tech-

nical phrafeology of the law, charged upon

thefe people, was their confpiring to employ

means of coercion and force againft the go-

vernment in order to accouipliih its abfolute

fubverfion, or at lead: to efTecl a material change

and alteration in it. The attorney-general, fir

John Scott, fpoke no lefs than nine hours in

confirmation of the accufation, and with the

view of proving the overt-a£ts charged againft

them
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them in the indictment, which confuted merely

in a tedious recapitulation of the whole pro-

ceedings of the two affociations, which had

been long known to the nation at large, and

were publicly advertifed in the common news-

papers. Thefe proceedings, from their palpa-

ble want of decorum, temper, and judgment,

had excited the extreme difapprobation of all

intelligent perfons, and of none more than the

advocates of liberal and rational reform ; but

that they amounted to the crime of high-treafon

was an idea too extravagant to enter into the

head of any man but that of an apoftate patriot

or a court-lawver.
J

Thomas Hardy, fhoemaker, the formidable

chief of this pretended confpiracy, was the firft

perfon brought to the bar ; and againft him

was the elaborate oration of the attorney-general

primarily levelled : but happily for the prifoner,

and eventually for the public, Mr. Erfkine, fo

long the ornament of his profelhon, who was

retained as counfel for Hardy, employed his

great talents and brilliant eloquence with the

mod complete fuccefs in his defence, and that

ot his colleagues and affociates, from the charge

in queftion. " The tranfaclions (Mr. Erfkine

remarked) which conflituted the body of the

proof were not the peculiar tranfaclions of the

prifoner, but of immenfe bodies of the king's

fubjects
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fubjecls in various parts of the kingdom, af-

fembled without the fmallelt rcferve, and giving

to the public, through the channel of the daily-

prints, a minute and regular journal of their

proceedings. Not a fyllable had we now heard

that we had not been acquainted with for weeks

and months before the profecution was com-

menced."

The principal witneffes againft the prifoner

were two infamous wretches, fpies of govern-

ment, of the names of Taylor and Gofling.

Thefe vile inflruments of corruption enume-

rated feveral inftances of rafh and inflamma-

tory expreflions, not perfonally affecting the

prifoner Hardy, ufed at different meetings ol

the popular focieties, which might, no doubt,

come under the vague and general idea of fe-

dition ; but of any formed delign of fubverting

the government, or of uiing any fpecies of force

or coercion refpecling it, there exiited no iha-

dow of evidence. Thefe democratic and over-

heated partizans of reform undoubtedly .flat-

tered themfelves, that, in confequence of the

weight which a petition from the national af-

fembly, or convention of delegates, as they af-

fected to flyle it—and which could be no other

than a general committee deputed from the

friends of reform in different parts of the king-

dom, without the leait pretence to exerclfe legal

authority



204 GEORGE III.

authority or jurifdiclion—would carry with it,

the legiflature would become convinced of the

political expediency and neceffity of acceding

to their prayer : and certainly the fenfe of the

nation mull be, in fome mode or other, very

forcibly expreffed, before the parliament will,

or indeed ought, to hazard fo great, though

probably fo beneficial, a change. The legality

of fuch a delegation as that in contemplation

had never been queftioned ; on the contrary,

5t was juftified by recent precedents both in

England and Ireland; but to dream ofoppofing

the authority of this conventional committee,

without arms, without money, without the fup-

port of any perfons more eminent than Thomas

Hardy, flioemaker, John Thelwall, itinerant lec-

turer, Thomas Holcroft, comedian, &c. would

have been the extremity, not of political cri-

minality merely, but of folly, and even of mad^-

nefs. The grand object at which thefe affo-

ciations aimed was unqueftionably to efTcft a

reform in parliament upon the vifionary, if not

pernicious, principles of the duke of Rich-

mond,—univerfal fuffrage and annual election.

It is true that thefe aflbciations contained a

confiderable proportion of concealed republi-

cans, converts to the novel and extravagant

doctrines of Paine ; and there can be no doubt

but that thefe people hoped, and perhaps, in

the
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the height of their enthufiafm, believed, that

a radical reform in parliament, upon demo-

cratic principles, would eventually lead to the

cftablifhment of a democratic government ; but

this did not amount to treafon, or even fedi-

tion, or to any offence againft the exifting Jaws

at all. Certainly, under the molt fevere control

of the moll defpotrc government, men cannot

be amenable to punimment for hoping and

believing. As it was, however, well known,

that thefe affociations were infefted with the

leaven of republicanifm, it became government

to keep a watchful eye upon their proceedings,

to check their licentioufnefe, and, by a timely

interpofition, to curb their infolence long be-

fore they had reached the limits of high-trea-

fon ; and their rafh and feditious conduct, if

the groffeft difrefpect. and the mod: vulgar and

virulent abufe of government deferves the name

of (edition, laid them fufficiently open to legal

animadversion : but to accufe them of the crime

of treafon was to confound things the moll eafy

to diftinguiih and the moft important to be dif-

tinguifhed, and tended to excite a powerful

intereft in the breads of all fober and difpaf-

iionate perfons in favour of men- the tenor of

whofe public proceedings they had previoufly

and highly disapproved. Had the miniftry fuc-

ceeded in this infamous profecution,—which no-

attorney-
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attorney-general, however refpeclable his pri-

vate character, or whatever plea he might fet

up of profeffional duty, could engage in with-

out incurring eternal difgrace,—had they once

dipped their hands in blood, they would molt

furely have gone on in the fame fanguinary

courfe till the whole land had become an Acel-

dama—a fcene of carnage and defolation.

A miferably feeble attempt was made on the

part of the crown-lawyers to prove that the

afibciations in queftion had armed themfelves

againft the government ; whereas, on examina-

tion, it appeared merely that a few pikes had

been procured, to defend themfelves, in cafe

of neceffity, againft the attacks of the mob at

Sheffield, and other populous places where they

held their meetings. The Correfponding So-

ciety had applied to Mr. Francis to prefent

their petition to parliament in the courfe of the

preceding year ; and that gentleman proved in

evidence, that upon this occafion Mr. Hardy,

fecretary to the affociation, had voluntarily of-

fered to come forward and produce all the

books and papers of the fociety, to evince that

there was nothing feditious in their condu£t,

and that their object was purely a parliamentary

reform. The trial was protracted to the unpre-

cedented and monftrous length of feven days;

and, the evidence being doled, the jury, after

a ihort
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a fhort deliberation, brought in their unanimous

verdict or not guilty—a verdict, than which

none ever pronounced in an Englifh court of

juftice gave more exquifite fatisfaction or was

more extenfively important in its confequences.

Notwithstanding the numerous errors, obliqui-

ties, and corruptions, which pervaded almoit

every part of the legiflative and executive

branches of government, it was perceived with

tranfport that the fountain of criminal juftice

Still retained all its original purity. The fur-

rounding populace could not be prevented from

attending Citizen Hardy, whofe conduct had

been throughout firm and tranquil, and the

counfellors Erfkine and Gibbs, to their refpec-

tive houfes, amid the loudeft. acclamations of

applaufe.

After an interval of eleven days—no doubt

days of chagrin and perplexity on the part of

the ministry—was brought to the bar of this

high court of juftice the celebrated John Home
Tock,e, formerly and for many years a prieft of

the church of England—a man poflelTed of ex-

traordinary intellectual talents, but of a pecu-

liar kind, and blended with a considerable alloy

of eccentricity. Of obfcure and namelefs origin,

he Suddenly appeared in the political world as

an extravagant and erring fpirit burft from its

confine. He iirft distinguished himfelf as a vio-

leat
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lent partizan of Mr. Wilkes, at the time of ffie'

famous Middlefex conteft—being then curate'

of Brentford, where the election was held.-

Such was the enthufiaftic ardor of his patriotic

zeal at this early period of his life, that, to pre-

ferve the liberties of his country inviolate, he

publicly declared his readinefs to dye his black

coat red. He poffeffed no mean degree of learn-

ing and knowledge, and his powers of elocu-

tion and felf-poffeffion were very uncommon*

His habitual influence over the wills and paf-

fions of thofe with whom he was connected in-

dicated a mind of great energy. On fome oc-

cafions he exhibited himfelf to the judicious

part of the public as a fincere and enlightened

champion of the liberties of the people, and on

others as an artful and afpiring demagogue.

This fingular man had the prefumption, at the

lafr. general election, to offer himfelf as a can-

didate for the city of Weftminfter—pretending

to be offended at the virtual compromife which

had taken place between the court and coun-

try parties in the perfons of lord Hood and Mr.

Fox. On the eventual failure of his hopes (al-

though he polled a very great number of votes)

he prefented a petition to the houfe of com-

mons againft the return, drawn in the moft

audacious terms of political invective and re-

proach, but containing alfo much indifputable

and
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and melancholy truth. This petition, being re-

ferred, in the ufual mode, to a committee, was

declared frivolous and vexatious ; but by a wife

policy, too frequently and fatally departed from

in matters of higher moment, no farther notice

whatever was taken of it by the houfe.

On this trial of Mr. Tooke, it appeared, to

the general furprize, that this gentleman, fup-

pofed fo vehemently democratic, had been a

remarkably guarded and temperate advocate of

reform—that he very rarely attended the meet-

ings of the focieties—and had even incurred

their fufpicion and dislike on this account.

He had frequently declared his attachment to

the houfe of peers as an ufeful and neceflary

branch of the conftitution ; and he had uniformly

reprobated the duke of Richmond's plan of

univerfal fuffrage. In a converfation with major

Cartwright on the fubje£t of reform, Mr. Tooke

had made ufe of the following familiar but

expreflive illuftration :
—" You would go to

Windfor, but I mould choofe to flop at Houn-

flow."—The moft extraordinary circumflance

attending this trial was the examination of the

duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt, who were

fubpcena'd as witnelTes by Mr. Tooke. The
former was interrogated merely as to the au-

thenticity of his famous letter to colonel Shar-

man, in order to mew that, as to the matter of

vol. v. p reform,
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reform, the correfponding and conftitutional fo-

cieties did not extend their ideas farther than

one of his majefty's cabinet-minifiers ; and the

latter to prove that the mode of conducting

the bufinefs was fimilar to that adopted by Mr-

Pitt and the reformers of 1780. On this occa-

sion the unparalleled mcannefs and bafenefs of

Mr. Pitt's difpofition difplayed itfelf in the moil

eonfpicuous manner. To a variety of very

material queftions relative to the Weftminfler

convention in that and the following years he

was/pee'chiefs, being feized with a total want of

recollection. With great difficulty, however,

he at length was brought to recollect a meeting:

at the Thatched-Houfe Tavern, in May 1782.

Mr. Tooke afked him what that meeting was

but a convention of delegates from different

great towns and counties, fent by committees

of thofe towns and counties, of England ? Pie

faid he did not recollect how that meeting was-

compofed.—Mr. Tooke then afked whether he

did not recollect that it had been objected

in the houfe of commons, refpecting the pe-

tition actually preferred, that it came from per-

fbns in a delegated capacity ? He faid he had

no recollection of any fuch thing. Mr. Sheridan>

being immediately afterwards examined, gave

a perfectly clear and accurate account of the

proceedings of that aera. He had met Mr.

Tooke.
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Tooke in 1780 at a convention, or meeting of

delegates, from different parts, who were to

confider the belt means of procuring a parlia-

mentary reform, and to aft for thofe who de-

puted them. He was himfelf a delegate for

"Weftminfter. The matter, he faid, was noto-

rious. Mr. Sheridan enumerated the places

where thefe meetings Were held—mentioning,

in particular, Guildhall, the Thatched-Houfe

Tavern, and the duke of Richmond's at Privy-

Garden. Here Mr. Pitt bested leave to cor-

reft his evidence, and confeffed that he was

prefent at fome meetings in Privy-Garden>

where there were delegates from different coun-

ties;—-/, e. he confeffed that he was himfelf

chargeable with the very fame aft for which,

now he had abandoned the caufe of parliamen-

tary reform, he was engaged in a moil profli-

gate and murderous attempt to exterminate

thofe by the fword of juftice who ftill adhered

to it under all difficulties and difcouragements.

—The jury retired for a few minutes only pre-

vious to their returning a verdift of not guilty*

An involuntary burft of acclamation filled the

court, which was inftantly re-echoed by the

populace without, who, as on the former occa-

sion, efcorted the counfel to their chambers.

A feeble attempt was made to profecute this

infamous bufinefs by proceeding to the trial of

p 2 John
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John Thelwall—a man whofe general character

was to the laft degree contemptible, but againft

whom nothing was- proved excepting fome in-

temperate expreffions at the famous popular

meeting at Chalk-Farm, and in his lecture-room,

which were fupported only by the teftimony of

the fpies, Lynam and Taylor, whofe evidence

was afterwards rendered nugatory, or worfe, by

that of two other witnefles. The jury, without

hefitation, brought in a verdict of not guilty.

The conduct of the cabinet-minifters in this

extraordinary bufmefs—their mode of invefti-

gating the tranfactions of the aflbciations in

queftion, and of fecuring the requifite evidence

of the feveral witnefles for the crown in thefe

fucceflive trials—was fuch as fully to juftify the

memorable observation of Dr. Swift, who fays,

" that thofe diligent enquiries into remote and

problematical guilt, with a new power of en-

forcing them by chains and dungeons to every

perfon whofe face a minifter thinks fit to diflike,

are not only oppoiite to that maxim which de-

'clareth it better that ten guilty men mould

efcape than one innocent fuffer, but likewife

leave a gate wide open to the whole tribe of

informers, the raoft accurfed, proftitute, and

abandoned race that God ever permitted to

plague mankind."

Confidering the (late of parties in the king-

dom
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dom at this time, the acquittal of thefe perfons

excited a much more general fenfation of fatis-

fa£tion than might previouflyhave been expect-

ed. The truth is, that the felfifh as well as the

generous feelings were interefted on this occa-

fion ; and, in the courfe of his pleadings, Mr.

Erlkine very happily quoted a remark of the

celebrated Dr. Johnfon on the acquittal of lord

George Gordon :
—" I am glad he was not

convicted of this conftrufKve treafon; for, though

I hate him, I love my country, and I love my-

{e\f." Of all the wicked inventions of lawyers,

the doctrine of conftru&ive treafon, by which

unwary people may be convicled of a capital

offence while unconfcious of the violation of any

law, is perhaps the word. But Mr. Erfkine, on

this momentous occafion, fpoke like a man in*

fpired, and at once redeemed the honor of his

profeiiion, and ellablifhed the fafety of his coun-

try. Had the men arraigned upon fuch an

accufation *, fupported by fuch evidence, been

capi-

* The writer of this Hiftory has been at much pains to

afcertain the intrinfic validity of the charge againft thefe fo-

cieties; not whether there was legal evidence of their inten-

tion when afiembled in convention—fuch as had already been

actually and harmlefsly held both in Ireland and England— to

ufurp the powers of government ; for it is clear as the noon-

day fun there was not ; but whether any fuch fecret defign

really exifted in any individuals, not proveable by the eftablith-

p 3 ed
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capitally convicted, and the fentence been ear*

ried into execution, it would moil: unqueftion-

ably have been an horrible murder, perpetrated

in the forms and under the pretext of law. But

the very fuppofition is a libel upon the glorious

j-nftitution of juries.

In the autumn of this year arrived in Eng-

land, from his celebrated embafly to the court

of Pekin, lord Macartney. The principal ob-

ject of his million was to conclude a commer-

cial treaty with the government of China, and

to obtain, if poffible, an extenfion of privileges

for the Engliih merchants ; more particularly to.

procure permiffion to land their commodities at

fome port nearer to the capital than Canton.

The ambarTador took his departure from Eng-

land, at the latter end of September 1792, ir*

the I^ion man of war of 64 guns, and in the

month of July following he reached Jangangn

foe-Bay in the Yellow Sea, which wafhes the

north-eaftern coaft of China, whence the am-

baffador and his train were conveyed up the

ed rules of evidence. But even of this he has not been able

to difcoyer the flighteft ground of fufpicion or fhadow of

prefumption : on the contrary, all circumftances concur to

^he forming of an oppofite concluuon ; though at a fubfequent

period, inflamed by the ipirit of revenge, fome of the mem»

bers of thefe aflociations may, with too much probability, be

fuppofed to have engaged in machinations highly dangerous

pud criminal.

greqf
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great river Tyenfmg to the city of the fame

name, in junks or barges, under the efcort of a

mandarin guard, who were watchful to prevent

the lead communication with the inhabitants,

pitching their tents at night exactly oppofite the

fpot where the junks lay at anchor. On the

Ilth of Auguft they arrived at Tyenfmg, where

they received refrelhments and prefents, of no

great value, on the part of the emperor, the fa-

mous Kien Long, who had already governed

that vaft empire with uninterrupted fuccefs and

reputation more than half a century. From

Tyenfing they ftill proceeded in their voyage up

the river to the city of Tong-tchew, within twelve

miles of Pekin. Alter a ihort interval of reft at

Tong-tchew, the ambailador and his fecretary,

fir George Stanton, fet out in palanquins pro-

vided for the purpofe, which conveyed them to

the metropolis—tK train following in covered

carriages. The emperor being at this feafon of

the year ufually reiident at Jehol, his fummer-

palace in Tartary, beyond the great wall, orders

were fent that the ambaflador fliould proceed

thither. On the 7th of September he arrived

jat Jehol; and on the 14th his excellency was

honored with his firft audience of the emperor,

at five o'clock in the morning. The ambaffa-

dor had brought with him from England the

moft fplendid and coftly prefents which v.

p 4
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ever offered by one monarch to the acceptance

of another ; but it was obfervable that they were

received with marked indifference, or rather

haughtinefs ; and care had been taken to paint

in large Chinefe characters, upon the flags pen-

dent from the yachts and land-carriages, ' Am-
bassador bearing Tribute from the Coun-

try of England.' And although the emperor

himfelf behaved with decorum and politenefs to

the ambaffador, he would enter into no treaty,

he would grant no new privileges ; and well

aware, as was plainly intimated, of the nature

and extent of the ufurpations of England in

Ilindoftan, he would not furferthe king of Great

Britain to fet his cloven foot beyond the nar-

row fpell-bound circle of Canton.

Early in the month of October the emperor

and his court, attended by the ambaffador and

his train, returned to Pekin, within a very fhort

time fubfequent to which his excellency had his

laft audience of his imperial majefty, who de-

livered to him a letter, in anfwer to that from

the king of England, and alfo a poem of his own
compofmg, inclofed in a roll covered with yel-

low filk. This was accompanied with feveral

chefts of prefents ; and the ambaffador, who
had made great preparations for paffing the

winter in Pekin, was officially apprized that this

was the fignal of departure, On the 9th of

Oaober
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October his excellency and his fuite left Pekin

with fome precipitation, and proceeded toTong-

tchew, whence they were conveyed in junks,

as before, through the interior of that immenfe

empire, by a variety of rivers and canals from

the northern to the fouthern extremity of China,

reaching Canton in perfect fafety, after a va-

riety of amufing adventures, Dec. 18, 1793, and

in January following they embarked at Macao

for England.

The information which the fecretary to the

embaffy, in a narrative of this romantic expedi-

tion publilhed by authority, has given us of the

flate of the Chinefe empire is extremely curious

and interefting. A few particulars will not pro-

bably be deemed too wide a digreflion from

the more proper fubjetts of the prefent hiilorv.

It is remarked by the intelligent author, fir

George Stanton, that regions out of Alia are

fcarcely referred to in the books of the Chi-

nefe, or noticed in their maps. The celebrated

Venetian traveller, Marco Polo, vifited the court

of Pekin in the thirteenth century. He makes

no mention of the Chinefe wall, but it appears

that he entered China on the fide of Thibet,

paffing through the provinces Shenfee and Shan-

fee. The prefent Tartar dynafty had continued,

in 1793, during a courfe of four reigns, 149

years.. Every fquare mile in China contains,

upon
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upon an average, upwards of 300 inhabitants,

in all 335 millions, in the fifteen provinces of

China Proper, and exclufive of the Tartarian

and Thibet territories beyond the great wall.

i—There are nine orders of mandarins ; but the

office is not hereditary, and the only public or

perfonal diftinction is that of being employed

in the public fervice j and knowledge and virtue

alone qualify for public employments.—When
the mandarins, accompanying the embaffy, were

told that in England a child might claim, in

virtue of his birth, the higheft offices and digni-

ties of the flate, they could not fufficiently ex-

prefs their aftonilhment, and intimated that this

was a matter unfit to be repeated to the em-

peror. From the entrance of the embafly into

China not one perfon in the guife of a beggar

had been feen, or any one obferved to folicit

charity. In the intervals of military fervice the

foidiers aflume the common habit of the people,

and are occupied in manufactures or the culti-

vation of land.—The government ol China does

not interfere with mere opinions. There is in

China no flate religion. None is paid, pre-

ferred, or encouraged by it. The emperor is

of one faith, many of the mandarins of another,

and the majority of the common people of a

third, which is that of Fo. The polfeHions of

the father are equally divided amongft all the

fons
j
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fons ; and the antient public law of the empire

is founded on the broadeft bails of univerfal

juitice. The examinations in the public femi-

naries or fchools of ftudents for degrees are

always public. Oral queftions are put, and

others in writing, to the candidates. The honors

conferred upon thofe who fucceed become the

afcending fteps which lead to all the offices and

dignities of the ftate. A method of advancement

fo open to all clafTes of men tends to reconcile

them to the power, from attaining which no

individual is precluded. In thefe trials wealth

muft yield to talents and genius. The number

of manufacturers bears but a very fmall propor-

tion to that of hufbandmen in China. Few
parks or pleafure- grounds are to be feen. There

are no commons or lands fufrered to lie wafte

by the neglect or caprice or for the fport of

great proprietors. Every large or ornamental

building was found upon enquiry to be deftined

for fome public ufe, or for the habitation of a

man in office.—In feafons of calamity the em-

peror of China always comes forward : He orders

the granaries to be opened : He remits the

cuftomary taxes to thofe who are vifited by

misfortune : He affords affiftance to enable them

to retrieve their affairs : He appears to his fub-r

jccts as almoft (landing in the place of a tutelary

fjjyinity, In all public labors there appeared a

prompti-
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promptitude and cheerfulnefs of obedience,

which argued a confidential expectation of an

adequate recompence. The execution of crimi-

nals, convicted of capital offences, takes place

in one day with circumftances of peculiar fo-

lemnity ; the ufages of the empire, requiring

the emperor formally to confult the mandarins

of his council upon each cafe feparately, in

order to know whether he can with fafety to

the ftate avert the fentence.

Such are the cuftoms, obfervances, and in-

flitutions of a ftupendous empire, far exceeding

in riches and population all the kingdoms of

Europe ; and which has been, from the earliefr.

periods of hiftory, celebrated for the profound

wifdom of its government, and for that which

is the necefiary confequence of this wifdom

—

the unexampled profperity of the people.

The BritiiTi fettlements in India enjoyed at

this period a profound repofe under the wife and

equitable government of fir John Shore, fuccef-

for to earl Cornwallis. The moll remarkable

occurrence of the prefent year in Bengal was the

death (April 27, 1794) of fir William Jones,

who had been appointed, March 1783, a judge

of the Supreme Court of Judicature in India on

the recall of fir Elijah Impey ; as if it were de-

termined by this choice to refcue the Engliih

name and character from reproach, and to ma-

mfeft,
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nifeft, by way of contraft, how high public and

private virtue could afcend. Sir William Jones

had long been celebrated, as the wonder of the

prefent age, for the profundity and univerfality

of his attainments. As a linguift he was equally

familiar with the modern and the antient, the

occidental and the oriental, languages. As a

writer and profeflbr of jurifprudence he was not

merely verfed in the laws and ufages of his na-

tive country, but deeply (killed in the Roman
and Grecian, the Hindoo and Mahometan fyf-

tems. He was at once a mathematician, a

poet, and an hiltorian. He excelled in mufical,

in chymical, and in botanical purfuits; and his

attainments in every one of thefe different ob-

jects of refearch were fuch as might juftify the

fuppofition that he had made the ftudy of it the

great object of his life. Yet was that life cir-

cumfcribed by the comparatively fhort term of

forty-feven years. To his great and unrivalled

intelle&ual accomplifhments he "added the high-

eft: moral excellence ; and no greater or jufter

eulogium could be pronounced upon him, than

that his virtues were equal to his talents. Eu-

rope and Afia acknowledged his worth, and

mourned his lofs. " Of the ability and confci-

ous integrity with which he exercifed the func-

tions of a magiftrate in India (lord Tcignmouth,

late fir John Shore, allures us the public voice

and
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and public regret bore ample and merited tefti-*

mony. The fame penetration which marked

his fctentific refcarches diflinguifhed his legal

inveitigations and decisions, and his oratory was

as captivating as his arguments were convince

ing*." While yet on his voyage to India, he

formed the plan of an inftitution for the purpofe

of invefiigating the hiftory and antiquities,

arts, fcience, and literature, of India. ' It gave

me,' to ufe his own words in the preliminary

difcourfe addreffed to the members of the aflbci-

ation, i one evening, on inspecting the map, in-

expreflible pleafurc to find mvfelf in a noble

amphitheatre, almoft encircled by the vail re-

gions of Afia, the nurfe of feiences, the inven-

trefs of delightful and ufeful arts, the fcene of

glorious actions, abounding in natural wonders,

and infinitelv diverfified in the forms of reli-

gion and government. I could not help re-

marking how important and extenfive a field

was yet unexplored, and how many folid ad-

vantages unimproved.'—" Let us lament (fays

lord Teignmouth) that the fpirit which dictated

thofe learned and interefting diflertations, which

form fo large and valuable a portion of the

records of our reftarches, is extinct, and that

the voice to which we liflened with improve-

* Addrefs to the Society for Afiatic Researches.

ment
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ment and rapture will be heard by us no

more."

In order to complete the political portrait of

the prefent period, it is neceffary to advert to

the ftate of affairs in the continental kingdoms

not actually engaged in the confederacy againft

France.

The celebrated diet of Grodno, by which

the fecond partition of Poland was indignantly

ratified, terminated in extreme confufion after

the coercive abolition of the conflitution of 1791,

and the re-eftabliihment of that which preceded

in 1772. At the beginning of the year 1794*

baron d'lngelftrohm, who had fucceeded the

count de Sievres as ambaffador at Warfaw, de-

manded the erafement of every record and the

furrender of every paper relative to the late con-

ititution, which was palhveiy fubmitted to. This

a6f, of humiliation, only increafed the infolerice

of the conquerors, whofe oppreilion and ou-

trages grew daily more infufierable. The court

of Ruffia at length iffued its mandate for the

reduction of the military force of Poland to

16,000 men. This was positively refufed by

ieveral of the veteran regiments, particularly

in that part of the kingdom bordering upon the

metropolis, where general Madaliniki appeared

at the head of a great body of infurgents, who

had refolved not to lay down their arms.' The

Ruffian.
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Ruffian ambaflador was inftructed to deliver to

the permanent executive council an official do-

cument, requelling, or rather commanding, the

Polifh government to difpatch an army to op-

pofe Madalinfki, and likewife to take into

cuftody every fufpe£ted perfon. The firft of

thefe demands was evaded ; and to the latter

it was replied, that no Polifh nobleman could

be arretted before conviction. Early in the

month of February (1794) appeared in the field

the celebrated Kofciuiko, who had already

diftinguilhed himfelf by his gallantry in Ame-
rica and his patriotifm in Poland. After ob-

taining feveral advantages over the Pruffians in

their newly-acquired territories, he advanced

towards Cracow, which was abandoned to him

by the Ruffians in garrifon there on the 24th

of March. He then affembled the nobility

and principal inhabitants at the Town-Hall, and

was formally inverted with the title of General

amid loud acclamations ; after which he iflued a

proclamation inviting the nation, in the moft en-

ergetic tenrfs, to ihake off their fetters, and to

unite in forming a new confederation ; and a

folemn cath was taken by all prefect to main-

tain the conftitution of 1791. In the mean

time Warfaw was in a ftate of high fermenta-

tion. The king, broken down by age, afflic-

tion, and infirmity, and wholly incapable of thofe

exer-
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fixertions which correfponded with his fituation

iind character, had the weaknefs to ilTue a pro-

clamation exhorting his fubje&s to lay down

their arms, inftcad of putting himfelf at their

head j and rendered himfelf both odious and

contemptible by accepting of a Ruffian guard

for the protection of his perfon.

In the beginning of April general Kofciufko

began his march from Cracow to Warfaw, with

an army compofed of fuch regular troops as he

could collect, and reinforced by fome thoufand

peafants armed with pikes, On the road he

fell in with a ftrong corps of Ruffians, detached

by baron dTngelftrohm from Warfaw, to regain

pofTeffion of Cracow. A fierce encounter en-

dued, and the Ruffians were in the end totally

routed with great flaughter—the Polifh pea-

fantry, in their fury, giving no quarter to the

enemy. The inhabitants of Warfaw now arofe,

and drove out the Ruffian garrifon after an ob-

ilinate refiftance. Kofciufko took immediate

poffeffion of the capital ; in confequence of

which the king, yielding paffively to the courfe

of events, and without being animated by a

fingle fpark of heroifm or patriotifm, declared

himfelf head of the confederation. Addreffes

of congratulation were now prefented from all

quarters, and every-where appeared fymptoms

of martial ardor—near 70,000 men, exclufive

vol. v. q of
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of peafantry, being, as was calculated, in arms

before the end of May. But this force was

difperfed in different bodies throughout the

wide extent of Poland and Lithuania ; and the

vaft armies of the powers allied for their de-

struction were advancing upon them with rapid

ileps on either iide. In this emergency no

chance of ultimate fuccefs could poffibly remain

but in the adoption of the daring and decifive

mcafure of fummoning a national convention,

and of eitablithing a new conftitution founded

upon the broaden1 balis of democracy,—a con-

stitution in the prefervation of which every in-

dividual would have felt himfelf deeply and

permanently intercited— a conftitution which, as

in France, would have excited the genuine fpi-

rit of republican enthufiafm, which would have

converted Poland, like France, into an armed

nation, and have infufed into the breafts of all

the heroic the determined refolution to conquer

or to die. But to a grand and glorious effort

like this the genius and talents of Kofciufko

did not appear equal : on the contrary, a pro-

clamation was publithed, ftating, " That as

the Polifli infurreftion took place upon prin-

ciples eiTentially different from thofe prevailing

in France, it mould be differently conducted;

and that the king," whofe timidity and duplicity

had rendered him juilly defpicable in the eyes

of
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of all, " mould be treated with the deference

and regard due to his rank." It is difficult

to conceive whofe favour Kofciulko could hope

to conciliate by this tame and difgufting decla-

ration. Had America, France, and it tfiay be

added England, helitated in limilar circiim-

ftances to proceed to the depofition of their

refpective fovereigns, the revolutions effected

in thefe feveral countries would have borne for

ever the appellation of treaton and rebellion.

The original principles of the French revolution

were no other than the genuine and immutable

principles of liberty ; and although thefe prin-

ciples were doubtlefs more liable to abufe un-

der a democratic than a mixed form of govern-

ment, it was by the eftablilhment of a pure

democracy only that, in Poland, the mafs of the

people, ftupified by oppreiiion, could be awak-

ened to a juft fenfe of their inherent rights, or

infpired with the invincible refolution eflen-

tial to the defence of them. From the publi-

cation of the proclamation in queflion, peribns

of difcernment augured the fpeedy and me-

lancholy termination of this unequal conteft.

A Pruilian army, under general Elfner, march-

ed to the attack of Cracow, which furrendered

at difcretion on the 15th of June. Nearly at

the fame time his Pruffian majefty advanced

towards the city of Yv
r
arfaw, defended by Kof-

q 2 ciulko
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ciufko in perfon with fuch fkill and courage

that the Pruffians were compelled, after a block-

ade and fiege of two months,- to retreat with

lofs and difgrace to the frontiers of Silelia. The

Ruffians, in the mean time, were gradually

making progrefs on the lidc of Lithuania ; and

on the 18th of September, in a genera:! engage-

ment near Brzefc, defeated the infurgents,

whom they obliged to retreat acrofs the Bug.

The invaders, now tinder the command of ge-

neral Suwarrow, the bloody and barbarous

conqueror of Ifmail, marched forwards ill fuM

confidence of victory to Warfaw, defigning in

their way to form a junction with the detached

corps of general Ferfen. AV
r

ith a view to pre-

vent this junction, Kofciufko, at the head of

his brave Poles, on the 10th of October at-

tacked Ferfen with undaunted intrepidity. The

courage difplayed by the Ruffians was not in-

ferior, and they had the advantages of fuperior

numbers and difcipline. Alter a eonflicl: of

five hours the Poles were totally overpowered ;.

and Kofciufko himfelf, having received a dan-

gerous wound,, was obliged to furrender. The

fate of Poland was initantly decided. The ge-

nerals Ferfen and Suwarrow, after effecting

their propofed junction, proceeded to Yv
r

arfaw^

defended by Madalinfki and other brave offi-

cers—a formidable line of batteries being op-

pofed
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aofed to the enemy. But the ferocious Su-

warrow was not to be intimidated by any ob-

ftacles, and he immediately ordered his foldiers

to mount to the affault in the fame manner as

at Ifmail, ujing only the fabre and bayonet.

After a fevere conteft of eight hours all reiif-

tance on the part of the Poles ceafed, and the

carnage was converted into a maifacre. But

the moil remarkable circumftance in the con-

duct of this horrid buiinefs is, that nearly ten

hours after the Ruffians, apparently fatiated

with blood and {laughter, had relied upon their

arms, the carnage and pillage of this devoted

city commenced anew. The beautiful fuburb

of Praga was fet on fire, and vaft numbers

not only of men, but of women and children,

perifbed in the flames or by the fvvord. One
of the chiefs of the infurrectipn remaining, count

Potocki, was now deputed to general Suwar-

row, to implore the mercy of that mercilefs bar-

barian, who received his application with ex-

treme haughtinefs, obferving that a treaty was

unneceffary, that the emprefs was not at war

with the republic, and that his commilfion was

merely to reduce the rebellious fubjecls of Po-

land to obedience. lie however deigned at

length to grant to the prayer of Potocki the

lives and properties of the wretched remainder

of the inhabitants. But even in this extreme

Q 3 exigency
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exigency fome high-minded patriots refufed to

take any part in this capitulation ; amongft the

reft general Wawrzecki, governor of the city,

whom Suwarrow r.everthelefs received with

unexpected marks of civility, ordering his fword

to be returned to him; but the haughty Pole

refufed to accept the proffered boon, faying,

" That his fword was become ufelefs, fince he

had no longer a country to defend."

On the 9th of November, the Ruffian com-

mander made his triumphal entry into War-

faw, traverfing that dreadful fcene of defolation

and deftruction in profound and terrific filence.

Having made a folitude, he called it p^ace.

That the impiety of this tranfafrion might keep

pace with the barbarity of it, a folemn Te Deam

was celebrated on the 111 of December, for

the fuccefs of the imperial arms of Ruffia, and

the offerings of guilt were prefented on altars

polluted by profanenefs, and red with human

gore. The Polifh chiefs, Kofciuiko, Potocki,

&c. were fent, under a ftrong military efcort,

to Peterfburgh, and thrown into dungeons ; and

the unhappy monarch himfelf was ordered to

repair firft to Grodno, and then to Peterfburgh,

where, in a ihort time, he died, without ex-

citing, after the high hopes on very flender

grounds conceived of him in the commence-

ment of his reign, the flighteft either of efteem

or
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or regret *. A third and final partition of the

unfortunate kingdom of Poland, after a fliort

interval, took place, conformably to a new con-

vention between the crowns of Ruilia and

Pruflia, to which Auftria acceded ; and the very-

name of Poland was from this time blotted out

from the map of Europe. Such were the ex-

ploits performed on the eaftern fide of Chriften-

dom by the high and very dear allies of Eng-

land, jointly engaged with her in a confederacy

which had for its profefled object the reftora-

tion of religion, of focial order, and regular

government—exploits which infinitely exceeded

in atrocity and barbarity any crimes which, fur-

rounded as fhe was with enemies, and irritated

by every fpecies of provocation, had been in the

very crifis of her revolution perpetrated by the

athcifts and anarchifts of France,

The crowns of Sweden and Denmark ftill

perfevered in their wife determination of ob-

ferving a perfe£t impartiality during the prefent

war ; and in the courfe of this year (March 27,

1794) a convention was concluded between

them, by which they agreed to protect the free-

dom of commerce in the Baltic on the prin-

ciples of the armed neutrality of 1780, by

* Staniilaus Poniatowfk^ late king of Poland and grand-

duke of Lithuania, >died at Petertburgh, February 12, 1798.

q 4 equipping
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equipping jointly a fleet of fixteen mips of the

line, in equal proportions, for that fervice ; and

by the tenth article the Bait' is declared to

be a neutral fea, abfolutely and altogether in-

acceffible to the armed mips of the different

and diftant powers at war.

The prudence and circumfpeclion of the

American government could not prevent thofe

diftant Hates from being involved in the trou-

bles which fo violently agitated the European

kingdoms. General Wafhington, president of

the Union, in his fpeech to both houfes of

congrefs, December 3, 1793, urged upon them

the neceflity of placing the country in a condi-

tion of complete feltTdefence, " The United

States," faid this truly great man, ' ? ought not

to indulge a perfuaiion that, contrary to the or-

der of human events, they will for ever keep at

a diftance thofe painful appeals to arms with

which the hiftory of every other nation abounds.

There is a rank due to the United States among

nations, which will he withheld, if not abfo-

lutely loft, by the reputation of weaknefs. If

we defire to avoid infult we muft be able to re-

pel it. If we defire to fecure peace, one of

the moft powerful inftruments of our rifmg pro-^

fperity, it muft be known that we are at all

times ready for war."

Thefe expreffions, though they bore relation
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alfo to England and Spain, were underflood to

be chiefly pointed againft the government of

France, whofe ambaflador, citizen Genet, a hot-

headed zealot of Jacobinifm, and one Duplainc,

received in the capacity of vice-conful of France,

had conducted thcmfelves with extreme difre-

fpe£t and indecorum to the executive power

;

infomuch, that the prefident had thought it

neceffary to publifli letters-patent, declaring,

that he no longer recognized Duplaine as

fuftaining any official character. Upon which

Genet wrote in a molt infolent ftyle to Air.

Jefferfon, fecretary of ftate, protecting againft the

validity of this difmiffion, and alleging that the

conftitution of the United States has not given

the prefident the right which he affumed. " If,"

faid this great diplomatic luminary, " it is an

a£t merely arbitrary, it is anion git the cjafs of

acls of aggreffion, and becomes a caufe of war.

I do not recollect what the worm-eaten writings

of Grotius, Puffendorf, or Vattcl, fay on the

fubject ; I thank God I have forgotten what

thefe hired jurif^rudilts have written upon the

rights of nations at a period when all were en-

chained."

On the 5th of December the prefident fent a

meffage to the two houfes, containing a formal

complaint of the behaviour of the French mi-

nifter, but at the fame time acknowledging, in

very
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very explicit terms, the friendly attachment ma«

nifefted by the French republic in the general-

tenor of its conduct towards America-—" that

they l^ad given advantages to the commerce and

navigation of the United States, and made over-

tures for placing thofe advantages on perma-

nent ground ; and he exprefied his firm convic-

tion that the government of France will not

fufTer them to remain long expofed to the in-

fults of a perfon who has fo little refpecled the

mutual difpofitions of the two nations," He
takes notice, however, of the feizures of Ame-
rican vefiels with enemy's goods on board, both

by the French and Engliih, in violation of what

he apprehended to be the true principles of

neutrality ; and that reprefentations had been

made to the belligerent powers to obtain re-

drefs for the pad, and more effectual provifions

againil the future. xVlfo, that on the fubjecls

of mutual intereft between America and Spain,

negotiations and conferences were at that time

depending.

The outrages neverthelefs committed by the

Britiih armed vefiels and cruizers on the Ame-
rican traders, in confequence of the famous or»

der of council dated November 1793, were fa

enormous, the encroachments made by the go-

vernments of Canada upon the American terri-

tory were fo flagrant, and the indifpoiltion of

the
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the court of London to deliver up the forts upon

the great lakes, conformably to the treaty of

1783, was fo openly manifefted, that the pre-

fident, in a meffage to congrefs, dated April 16,

1794, declared to the American legiilature, that

the afpeet. of their affairs with Great Britaia

was very ferious ; and he at the fame time com-

municated to them the appointment of Mr. Jay,

who held the high office of chief juftice of

the United States, as envoy extraordinary to

his Britannic majefty. " A million like this,"

faid the prefident, " while it correfponds with

the folemnity of the occafion, will announce

to the world a folicitude for a friendly adjuft-

ment of our complaints, and a reluctance to

hoftility."

Several circumflances at this period concurred

to excite the ftrongeft fufpicions in the minds of

the Americans ot the evil defigns of the Bri-

tish court, which, with impotent malignity, re-

fented the good underftanding uniformly kept

up by the republic of America with the re-

public of France, notwithstanding the occa-

fional abufes and excelfes of the French go-

vernment. In a talk or conference held by

lord Dorchefter, late fir Guy Carleton, with the

Indian chiefs of Lower Canada in February

1794, the governor declared, that he mould

not be furprized if the king their father were to

be
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be at war with the people of the United States

before the end of the year.—" You are wit-

nefs, children, (faid he, to the chieftains) that

on our part we have acted in the molt peace-

able manner, and borne the language of the

United Slates with patience ; and, I believe, our

patience' is almoft exhaufted."-—An infurre£tion

having broken out in the weftern territory in

confequence of the recent introduction of the

excife laws among that rude people, the infur-

gents threatened, that if the tax in queftion was

not repealed, they would place themfelves un-

der the protection of Great Britain, In the

courfe of the fummer they were, however, re-

duced to fubmiffion. With a view, as it ap-

peared, to co-operate with thefe infurgents,

the Indian nations to the northward made a

defperate incurfion into the weftern territory.

General Wayne, being fent with an armed

force to repel this attack about the middle of

Auguft, penetrated to the Miami river, on the

banks of which, to his utter furprize, he dif-

covered a fort erected and garrifoned by the

Britiih fettlers of Detroit and Canadian militia
$

and under the cannon of this fort the Indians

routed and purfued by Wayne fought and found

refuge. Major Campbell, governor of the fort,

wrote to general Wayne to know the caufe of

feis hoftile approach to a garrifon appertaining

tQ
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to his Britannic majcfty. The American general

in reply, afferted, " that he knew of no a£fc of

holtility excepting that committed by the major

in erecting a fortification within the acknow-

ledged boundary of the United States, which

he fummoned him forthwith to furrender, and

withdraw within the limits of the Britilh terri-

tory. Major Campbell, with laudable difcre-

tion, informed general Wayne, " that being

a military officer merely he had no authority to

enter into any difcuffion of right, but that he

was confident the difference would be amicably

adjufted between their feveral governments;"

and on this aflurance general Wayne, with

equal moderation, drew off his troops.

In the fouthem colonies alfo the American

government had ftrong ground to fufpecl: that

the Creek and Seneca Indians had been tam-

pered with by the Britifh agents, to engage in a

war againft the Americans ; but all thefe caufes

of difference were referred to the well-known

addrefs and management of Mr. Jay.

Nearly at the fame time the prefident nomi-

nated, as minifter-plenipotentiary to the French

government, Mr. James Monroe, a man of a

cool and difpaffionate temper, of excellent parts,

and a fincere friend to the caufe of Gallic as

well as of American liberty. He arrived at

Paris immediately after the fall of the Robe-

fpierrian
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fpierrian fa&ion, and afc his firit. audience (Au-

gufl: 15, 1794) he was received with the molt

cordial tokens of efteem and affeftion. " The

French people," faid the prefident of the Con-

ventbn, in his anfwer to the fpeech of Mr.

Monroe, " have not forgotten, that it is to the

Americans they owe the beginning of liberty.

It was by admiring the fublime infurreclion

of the American people againft Albion, once

fo proud,' now fo degraded,—it was by taking

arms themfelves to fecond the courageous efforts

of that infurrecYion,—it was by cementing the

independence of America with the blood of

their braveft warriors, that the French people

learned to break the fceptre of tyranny in their

turn, and to erecl: the ftatue of Liberty on the

ruins of a throne founded on fourteen centuries

of corruption and crimes."
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BOOK XV.

Wonderful Acquisitions of France daring the War. Session of

Parliament, 1795. Ring's Speech holds out bold and fal-

lacious Hopes of Success. Dejection of Mr. Witherforce, and

other Partizans of the Ministry, from the System of the Court.

Causes of the National Delusion. Suspension of the Ilabeas-

Corpus Act renewed. Loan granted to the Emperor. State-

ment of the National Finances. Motion of Mr. Grey respect-

ing Peace— Insidiously counteracted by Mr. Pitt. Similar

Motion of the Duke of Bedford—Rejected by the Peers. Re-

solutions moved by Mr. Grey and the Duke of Bedford also

negatived. Motion by Mr. Fox to inquire into the State of

the Nation evaded. Motions respecting the Recall of Lord

Fitzwilliam from Ireland negatived. Pacific Motion by

Mr. Wilberforce negatived. Marriage Establishment of the

Prince of Wales. Motion for the Abolition of the Slave-

Trade rejected. Acquittal of Mr. Hastings. Termination of

the Session. Proceedings of the Irish Parliament—Appoint-

ment of Earl Camden to the Government—Catholic-Emanci-

pation Bill rejected— Distracted State of the Country. Mili-

tary Transactions. Shattered Remains of the Duke of York's

Army embarked for England Peace between France and

Prussia—Also between France and Spain. Surrender ofLux-

emburg. Indecisive Operations on the Rhine. Naval En-

gagement off the Coast of Cornea. Skihut Retreat of Ad-
miral Qornzuallis. French Squadron dejeaied by Lord Brid-

port. The Islands oj'St. Eustatius and Si. Lucia recovered by

the French. War against the Maroons inJamaica. Cape of

Good
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Good Hope captured by the English. State rf Jffairs iri

France. Revengeful Proceedings of the Gironde Faction,

Disastrous Expedition to La Vendee. Death of the Dauphin,

Nezv Constitution of France. Dissolution of the Convention.

Treaty of Commerce signed between Great Britain and Ame~

rica. Defensive Treaty bctiveen Great Britain and Russia.

Session of Parliament held in Corsica. Petitions from the

Cities of London, York, Norwich, 'tyc. against the War.

Disturbances in the City of Westminster. Pop-Gun Plot re*

rived. Popular Meetings attended by vast Multitudes at

Chalk-Farm, fyc.

xVr the conclufion of the year 1794, the

French, after repelling with heroic courage the

early attack of the allied powers upon their

northern frontier, found themfelves in the pof-

feffion of the whole of Flanders and Brabant.

The Auflrians were driven by them, with dread-

ful flaughter, acrofs the Meufe, and the Englifli

and Dutch beyond the Waal ; and they only

waited for the fetting-in of the froft, to pafs the

great rivers into the territory of the United

Provinces. On the fide of Germany they had

conquered the three ecclefiallical electorates of

Mentz, Treves, and Cologne ; the principality

of Liege ; the duchies of Cleves, Juliers, and

Deux-Ponts; the bifhoprics of Spires and

AVorms ; the far greater part of the dominions

of the ele£tor-palatine ; and, in general, all the

Hither Germany bounded by the Rhine. On
the
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the fide of Italy they occupied the duchy of

Savoy and a great part of Piedmont, the city

and county of Nice, and the principality of

Monaco. On that of Spain, the greater part of

the frontier provinces of Bifcay and Catalonia,

with their ports, cities, magazines, arfenals, and

founderies. The Spaniih armies had been de-

feated in many bloody fucceilive contefts ; no

military force could now be collected in any

degree competent to encounter the republican

troops in the field ; and the Catholic king,

trembling upon his throne, feemed already to

anticipate the horrors of an approaching revo-

lution. The territories fubdued by the arms of

the republic were computed to contain thirteen

millions of inhabitants : and in twenty-feven

pitched battles, befides an innumerable multi-

tude of inferior actions, they had flain 80,000 of

their enemies, and taken more than 90,000 pri-

foners j <:Ifo immenfe quantities of ammunition

and ftores, with 3,800 pieces of cannon.

On the 30th of December, 1791, the parlia-

ment of Great Britain was convened, when the

monarch, whofe natural beneficence of difpofi-

tion and undeviating rectitude of intention were

rendered wholly unavailing by the evil counfels

of men, untaught by experience, and now grown

obilinate in error, hefitated not to inform the two

houles, " that, notwithstanding the difappoint-

ments and revSrfes which the allied arms had

Vgl.v. r experienced
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experienced in the courfe of the laft cam-

paign, he retained a firm conviclion of the ne-

ceffity of perfifting in a vigorous profecution of

the juft and neceffary war in which the nation

was engaged."—By way of encouragement to

his faithful parliament, neverthelefs, his majefty

was pleafed to remark, " that, in confidering

the fituation of their enemies, they would not

fail to obferve that the efforts which had led

to their fucceffes, and the unexampled means

by which alone thofe efforts could have been

fupported, have produced among themfelves

the pernicious effects which were to be ex-

peeled ; and that every thing which had paffed

in the interior of the country had fhown the

piogrtfli e and rapid decay of their refources^

and the inftability of every part of that violent

and unnatural fyftem, which is equally ruinous

to France and incompatible with the tranquil-

lity of other nations."—-His majefty farther de-

clared, " that he fhould omit no opportunity of

concerting the operations of the next campaign

with fuch of the powers of Europe as were im-

preffed with the fame fenfe of the neceflity

of vigor and exertion. He mentioned his ac-

ceptance of the crown and fovereignty of Cor-

fica; he announced to them the happy event

of the marriage of his fon, the prince of Wales,

with the princefs Caroline, daughter of the

duke of Brunfwic and he concluded with ex-

prefling
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prefling his confident hope, that, under the pro-

tection of Providence, and with conflancy and

perfeverance on our partj the principles offoetal

vrder, of morality and religion, would ultimately

be fuccefsful ; and that his faithful -people would

be rewarded for their prefent exertions and fa-

crifices by the deliverance of Europe from the

greateft dangerwith which it had been threatened

iince the eftablifhment of civilized fociety."

AddrefTes being brought forward, in the ufual

ftyle of complaifance, an amendment was pro-

pofed in the houfe of peers by the earl of

Guildford, who, at the clofe of a fpeech of ex-

cellent fenfe and found reafoning, moved " that

his majefty be requefted and advifed by that

houfe to take the earlieft means of fecuring a

peace, and that no obftacle might arife from

the nature of the French government. Holland

(his lordfhip affirmed) could only be faved by a

peace : and he urged the impracticability of

attaining what appeared to be the prefent

object of the war, the dictating of a government

to France. In military operations, and in political

negotiations, the miniftry had equally failed 3

and, as he had never been fatisfied of the wif-

dom of entering into the war, he could not

now admit the necelhty of perfevering in it."—

»

The marquis of Lanfdown declared, " that he

could fee no difficulty in treating with France

R2 at
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at the prefent period, and adverted with coiv

tempt to the old and hacknied objection that

there was no power exifting there to treat with.

When perfons wanted to make up a quarrel,

when there was a fmcere deiire for reconcili-

ation on both lides, the means of effecting it

would always be. found. France, amidft all its

change of parties, had not fallified its engage-

ments, fmce the revolution, with any foreign

ftate." The amendment was, after a fpirited

debate, rejected by a majority of 107 to 12

voices only.

The debate on the fame fubject, in the houfe

of commons, excited ftill more of the public

attention. No fooner was the addrefs read,

than Mr. Wilberforce, an intimate friend of the

minifter, and who had hitherto warmly fupported

him in all his meafures, rofe and objected to it,

as pledging the houfe to profecute the war till

there was a counter-revolution in France. He
obferved, " that there was nothing in his ma-

jefty's fpeech in the leaft pacificatory ; although

the Jacobine fyftem, fo hoftile to this country,

was deifroyed, and there appeared an aflumption

.at leaft of moderation on the part of the new

rulers of that country. The confederacy againft

France alfo was now diiTolved, and her internal

diforders appeafed. How then could we con-

quer a people who had refilled with fuch, fuo

eefs,
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cefs, when aflailed by the combined force of

Europe from without, and when diltratted with

infurre&ions from within? Ihe retrofpeel of

our affairs was bad, but the profpett before us

was Mill worfe. Like the waves of the ocean,

the armies of France feem rapidly overthrowing

every thing that ftands in their way. Regard-

lefs of flighter differences, they look merely to

the Convention, and thought themfelves bound

to adhere to what they perceived would alone

keep the country together. This circumftance

it wras which had firit ftaggered his opinion

with relation to the probability of ultimate fuc-

cefs in this conteft. He was well aware of

the impoiTibili :y of forcing- a government upon

France, when France was united in opinion

and in ac~t ; and he icrupled not to add, that,

though a friend to monarchy, he did not think

that a monarchy would be the fitter! form of go-

vernment for Fiance, in prefent cireumflances,

as the current of prejudice fet fo itrongly againil

it.—Mr. Wilberforce faid, he did not think the

country would be at all debafed by a declaration

for peace. True magnanimity confifted in act-

ing with propriety under every cireumitance,

refolutely determining to change the mode or

conduct whenever it is required by an altera-

tion in the ftate of affairs. Thole who thought

it fo eafy to effect a counter-revolution in France

r 3 flipuld
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fliould recollect that revolutionary principles had

now been fix years prevalent in that country,

and that a new generation was rifing up who
had been educated in and familiarized to them.

Equitable propofals for a negotiation would at

all events be beneficial to this kingdom. If

rejected, every pcrfon would unite with govern-

ment in carrying on with vigor what would then

be a juft and neceffary war." Mr, Wilberforce

concluded a fpeech, candid from its acknow-

ledgment of error, and impreffive becaufe it ap-

plied itfelf to the common fenfe and common
feelings of his auditors, with moving an amend-

ment to the addrefs fimilar in purport to that of

the earl of Guildford, In thefe fentiments he

was fupported very ftrongly by fevera] moft

refpecfable independent members of the houfe,

who had hitherto voted with adminiftration.

Mr. Bankes faid, " the expe6tation of over-

turning the French republic was, in his opinion,

abfurd > and if we were not to treat with

France till the overthrow of that kind of go-

vernment, the war might continue for ever."

—

Sir Richard Hill ftrongly recommended peace j

or, if that were unattainable, at leaft the with-

drawment of our troops from the continent.

The ^object of the continental war had been

ilated in one word

—

security. If it were

alked what had we gained by that war, fhort

as
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as had been the period of its duration, it might

be anfwered in one word

—

ruin."

Mr. Pitt arofe in vifible emotion to vindicate

the language and fentiments contained in the

addrefs ; and, in the courfe of a florid and plau-

iible fpeech, put in practice all his infidious

arts to make the worfe appear the better reafon,

and thus, at the critical moment of refolve, to

perplex and dafh matured counfels. f His

majefty's fpeech," Mr. Pitt affirmed, " did not

pledge the houfe never to make peace with

the republican government of France, though

he had no idea of a fecure peace till the return of

the monarchy*, which he thought the belt form

of government for all the nations of Europe.

The change which had taken place in France

was a change not in fubftance, but merely in

name. Peace, could it be attained, would not

place us in a fituation of confidence. We mull

on the contrary increafe our precautions. Hof-

tilities would begin again in a fhort time, and

as foon as France faw our military force di-

minifhedj and we mould be again oppofed to

* From the acra of the Revolution of l6SS, in England, to

the year 1783, being a period of Q5 years, the two nations of

Great Britain and France had been in a itateof war no lefs

than -10 of them. What therefore, it may be permitted to

afk, according to Mr. Pitt's rules of political calculation, con-

ftituted that fuperior fecurity for the continuance of peace

under a monarchy rather than a republic ?

R 4 an
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an enemy who might have found it as difficult to

difband his armies as we ihould to obtain frefh

forces. Even if difpofed to peace, their rulers

would be compelled by fear to give them new
employment, If we diflblved the continental

confederacy, we could not again hope to fee it

reftored ; we mould then be cxpofed alone to

the fury of France, Ought we to leave the

Austrian Netherlands in porTeflion of the

French ? The fafety of the Dutch depended

upon our continuance of the war."

Mr. Pitt traverfed once more the old road of

argument, declamation, and inventive, with his

accuftoined power of language j but fearing, no

doubt, that the efficacy of this political charlatan-

ifme might be impaired by too frequent ufe, he

took at the clofe of his fpeech, in a great meafure,

new ground 3 and ventured roundly to affert,

that, notwithstanding the extenfive conquefls of

France, fhe had fuffered more in permanent value

and prefent means than the lofTes of all the allies

united together. The refources of the French,

the means of their immenfe pecuniary expen-

diture, were requisition and arreit of property.

Such a fyftem could only be produced by defpot-

ifm, and fupported by terror. The expenditure

of the French had, he faid, fince the revolution,

amounted to 320 millions. Was it then likely

{he mould fee this country firft exhaufled ? This

expenditure
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expenditure they had been enabled to bear only

by the creation of unlimited paper credit. But

all the debates of the Convention proved that

they could not increafe the emiflion of this

paper without ruin. Mr. Pitt recapitulated the

proceedings of the French, refpecting finance,

to mew that they could not maintain their

aflignats without contracting their expenfes

and dimini filing their forces. To prefs them

now with vigor would compel them to iffue

more alhgnats, and thus rapidly exhaull their

means and accelerate their ruin, which Mr. Pitt

predicted to be imminent and inevitable ;—and,

in fact, they were already, as he affirmed, not only

on the verge, but in the gulf of bankruptcy.

The houfe diyided at four o'clock in the morn-

ing, for the amendment 75, againlt it 2

Great as the influence of the crown may be

fuppofed in the houfe of commons, it is im-

poilible to attribute the ,yalt majorities of the

prefent minifter, particularly iince the com-

mencement of the war with France, to the

operation of that influence merely. Eloquence,

that fatal talent when mifapplied, will of itfelf

produce mighty effe6ts: and it muft be re^

marked, that the eloquence of Mr. Pitt has

ever been exerted in unifon \\ itb the rooted

prejudices of the houfe and of the nation, and

in no one inilance has it ever been employed

to
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to counteract a popular error. Hatred to France

is a political chord, which vibrates to every

touch; and when that mafter-pafnon is, by the

force of imagination, connc£ted with a reverence

to religion, refpect to morals, to focial order,

to regular government, and, in a word, to all

the ties which unite the different claffes of men
in the bonds of civilization and humanity, it

muft require comparatively fmall {kill to guide

and dire6t the effects of it. The generous fo-

]icitude which tranfiently fhewed itfelf for the

fuccefs of the French nation, in their efforts to

eftabliin a free conftitution, was fuddenly and

totally abforbed in the horror excited by their

fubfequent enormities, without fufficiently con-

sidering the provocations which gave rife to

them, or, what was of ftill greater moment,

that a whole nation ought not to be execrated

for the offences of comparatively a few indivi-

duals. What are ufually ftyled the crimes of

France are, in deed and in truth, for the moll

part, only her misfortunes and calamities ; and

they are no doubt as much the fubje£t of ab-

horrence and deteftation with the great mafs

of the people in that country as in this. Is it

poffible to prefer anarchy to tranquillity, op-

preffion to protection, or malevolence to benigni-

ty ? So long as the paffions of that high-fpirited

nation are inflamed and exafperated by oppo-

fition,
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fition, fo long will they be more or lefs charge-

able with exceffes moral and political—fo long

will they remain ftrangers to the countlefs and

invaluable bleilings of liberty : for genuine

liberty can in no clime, age, or country, ever

be feparated from the control of law,—liberty

itfelf being the law of reafon, of juftice, and

of humanity. And, " Oh Law !" underftood

in this its beft and higheft fenfe, to ufe the fub-

lime language of a juftly-admired writer, "no
lefs can be faid than that her feat is the bofom

of God, her voice the harmony of the world;

all things in heaven and earth do her homage,

—the very lead as feeling her care, the greater!

as not exempted from her power. Both angels

and men, and creatures of what condition fo-

ever, though each in different fort and man-

ner, yet all, with uniform confent, admiring

her as the mother of their peace and joy*."

That the general intentions of the Britifh

nation, or even of the Britifh legiflature, have

been upon the whole otherwife than juft, is a

fuppofition improbable and injurious. But

when the power of eloquence, combined with

the reductions of intereft and the fuggeftions

of prejudice, is calmly confidered, it cannot

be a fubje£t of wonder that few minds are

found of firmnefs fuffkient to withftand the

* Hooker's Ecclefiaftical Polity, bookl. conclufion.
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force of the alfociation. As to the grand coi^

fideration on which Mr. Pitt now profeffed tb

reft his hopes of reftoring monarchy in France,

which was in this debate, for the firft time,

avowed to be, if not an abi'ohite fine- qua-uon of

peace, one grand object of the war, it was

evident that the miniiter, if fincere, had been

grofsly duped and deceived by the fallacious

reafonings of certain French emigrants, ignorant

or interefted, who had publilhed various tra&s

upon the fubjett of the French finances;—fuch as

one D'lvernois, created Sir Francis D'lvernois,

a dealer wholefale and retail in ridiculous para-

doxes 5 and M. Mallet du Pan, an ingenious

but enthufiaftic writer ;—neglecting the falutary

but unpleafant warnings and admonitions of the

celebrated M. de Calonne, formerly comp-

troller-general of the finances in France, who,

in a moll able pamphlet, entitled The Political

State of Europe, publilhed at this time, ex-

prefsly fays—" I do repeat, and continually

{hall repeat, that whatever caufes would reduce

a regularly governed ftate to the laft period of

its military exertions would by no means pro-

duce the fame effects on a revolutionary govern-

ment, poilcmng all the exifting means and re-

fources of the country. To reduce them to the

laft extremity, there muft be no land, no pro-

ductions, no labourers, no foldiers ; in lhort, no

refourc^j
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refources of any kind in the whole extent of the

territory. To rely on the inereafe of the public

mifery in France, and to expect general tran-

quillity as the rcfult of it, is as if nations had

formerly thought themfelves fecure from the

devaluations of the Huns, Goths, and Vandals,

becaufe thofe hordes ot barbarians had neither

money nor credit, order or difcipline."

On the 25th of January (1795) the attorney-

general moved for a renewal of the fufpeniion

of the Habeas-Corpus Acl, in direct oppofition

to the recorded verdicts of three fucceffive juries

that no treafonable confpiracy exifted. This

gave rife to a violent debate. Mr. Lambton,

member for Durham, declared, that though a

confiding parliament had lad feilion given credit

to his affertions, and fufpended the Habeas-Cor-

pus Ac't upon the ftrength of them, the perfons

accufed of treafon had been acquitted, not

merely upon principles of law but of common
fenfe. The evidence had totally failed on the

part of the crown lawyers ; and their own
witneffes had difproved their cafe. He
wilhed to know on what pretence minifters

wanted a renewal of the bill, and demanded

fome information refpecling thefe hidden con-

spiracies.

" Quis ? Quid? Ubi ? Quibus auxiliis? Cur? Quomodo?

Quando ?"

Mr.
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Mr. Hardinge, a court lawyer on the other fidev

ftrongly contended for the exiftence of a confpi-

racy, though no confpirators had yet been found

whom the law had been able to reach. The

late verdict of the juries would of itfelf encou-

rage thofe who had embarked in thofe wicked

counfels. He affirmed that it was no common

treafon that lay before them—it was not Englifh

but French treafon, and proved by a mafs of

evidence, which, though it could not effect con-

»vi£tion in the courts of law, well warranted the

palling of the Sufpenlion Bill. Mr. Erfkine

remarked, that it was beyond his ability to com-

prehend how there could exifl a confpiracy

without confpirators. A confpiracy in the

abftract might indeed be fuppofed without

known or detected confpirators ; but the au-

thors of this pretended plot had been known

by government, and by the public at large, for

two years, and been profecuted without effect—

and the verdicts of three juries completely ne-

gatived the confpiracy. But king's friends, he

feared, would never be quiet, till they had de-

ilroyed all kingly governments. Every lofs of

power and affecYion had uniformly arifen from

their pernicious counfels.—On the divifion, at a

very late hour, the numbers were 230 to 53 j and

the bill being tranfmitted to the lords, palfed

there by a limilar majority, but accompanied by

a
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a vigorous proteft figned by the dukes of Nor-

folk and Bedford, and the earls of Lauderdale

and Guildford.

On the 4th of February Mr. Pitt delivered

to the houfe of commons a meffage from his ma-

jefty, intimating that a loan would be wanting to

aid the exertions of the emperor during the

next campaign, on the credit of his hereditary

dominions, which would probably require the

guarantee of the Britilh government. In the

fubfequent difcuffion of this topic, Mr. Sheri-

dan exprefled a wifh to obtain fome pofitive

fecurity from his imperial majefty that thofe ex-

ertions mould be made which were the con-

ditions of the loan ; and in order to awaken the

fenfe of honor in the Auflrian miniftrv.he thought

it might be of importance to come to fome re-

folve, expreflive of indignation and contempt,

with refpe£t to the flagrant violation of faith,

on the part of his Pruflian majefty ; and he then

moved a refolution to that effect. Mr. Pitt al-

lowed that the country had juft caufe of dif-

fatisfatlion in relation to the king of Pruflia,

but thought the motion inexpedient, and the

houfe pafled to the order of the day. Air. Pitt

then made a florid harangue, enumerating the

many and great advantages England might ex-

pect to reap from fo powerful a co-operation as

the loan in queftion would enable' the court of

Vienna
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Vienna to make. An argument indeed hact

been adduced againft this meafure, which, if

carried to its extent, would end in the annihi-

lation of every fyftem of alliance. But were we
never to enter into a treaty with any monarch

becaufc one had broken his faith ? It was the

intereit of the emperor to fulfil his engagements,

and pride and honor called upon him to exert

himfelf with effect. Comparing the fum,

4,600,000/. with the aiTiltance required, it was

purchafmg that alhftance very reafonably; and

even if the whole weight of this burden fell

upon us, it would not be wife or politic to

fuffer the defection . of Auftria from the con-

federacy. Mr. Pitt urged the advantageous

terms of this loan, which, for every 300/. actu-

ally advanced, offered a debenture of 400/.

upon the Bank of Vienna, and the emperor might

be.fued in his own courts !

Mr. Fox denied that it was the interefl of the

emperor to continue the war, and mentioned

the wretched ftate of the imperial finances,

and the utter inability of the emperor, as was

notorious from the attempts 'already made on

the Englilh Exchange, to raife this loan with-

out the guarantee of England, by which we
made the debt our own ; and it was eafy to

forefee that every milling advanced would be

irrecoverably loft. He therefore objected to

this
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this mode of affording afliftance, as much worfe

than that of a fubiidy payable at dated periods,

and over which we mould therefore retain fome

control.—But the addrefs, as moved by Mr. Pitt,

in anfwer to the royal meffage, palled by a very

great majority.

On the 23d of February Mr. Pitt came for-

ward with his annual ftatement of fupplies,

ways, and means. Cue hundred thoufand fea-

men and a hundred and fifty thoufand landmen,

including militia, were voted for the fervice

of the year. The loan propofed was eighteen

millions, the largeft ever voted by parliament,

for which an equal capital in the three-per-

cents, and fix millions in the four-per cents,

were created, and about one-half per cent, long

annuity: and nxteen hundred thoufand pounds

in new taxes of various kinds were propofed,

all of which palled with trifling oppolition ; and

the whole expenfe of the war, which had as

yet lafted two years only, was moderately com-

puted, including the unfunded debt, at fifty

millions ; /. e. as much as the aggregate expen-

diture of the ten-years' glorious war of queen

Anne, in the courfe of which the Low Countries

were conquered for the houfe of Auftria, the

empire faved, and France itfelf attacked and

invaded on every fide. But now how great

the contraftl The Low Countries for ever loir,

vol. v. s
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Holland invaded, and neither difpofed nor able

to refill:,—an Englifh army, commanded by a

prince of the blood, flying before the French,

and driven to take refuge on board their mips,

—

Spain, Italy, and Germany, fuccefsfully attacked

by the arms of France,—and Pruffia, after re-

ceiving immenfe fums from England, bafely

abandoning the confederacy Ihe herfelf had firft

fu gelled and formed, in violation of her molt

folemn engagements :—and, what was infinitely

the worft of all, a parliament, not poflefling a

fpark of the old Englilh fpirit, loft to every fenfe

of national honor, funk into a ftate of ftupefac-

tion, obftinately and idiotically confiding in a

minifter whofe vifionary plans and projects had

been every-where defeated, and whofe predic-

tions had been uniformly falfified—a minifter

evidently deftitute of the talents neceflary for

carrying on any war but the war of words—

a

bullying, boafting, Bobadil ftatefman !

Various efforts were made, very early in the

prefent feflion, to induce parliament to come to

fome general refolution which might render it

neceflary for the executive government to fet on

foot a negotiation for peace. On the 26th of

January Mr. Grey moved, " That it is the

opinion of this houfe that the exiftence of the

prefent government of France ought not to be

confidered as precluding at this time a nego-

tiation
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tiation of peace." This refolution, Mr. Grey

fhewed, * f was highly requifite, in order to prove

to the French that the prefent war was not re-

garded by the legiflature as a war ufqtie ad in-

temecionem^ however it might be reprefented by

individuals ; and averred that it was not his

intention to propofe any thing incompatible

with any former vote, addrefs, or refolution, of

the houfe." This motion was fo feafonable and

popular, and the impreiiion made upon the

houfe by the late fpeech of Mr. Wilberforce was

fuch, that Mr. Pitt could not venture to put a

direct negative upon it ; he therefore evaded the

proportion by moving the following iniidious

amendment:—" That, under the prefent cir-

cumilances, this houfe feels itfelf called upon to

declare its determination firmly and fteadily to

fupport his majelty in the vigorous profecution

of the prefent juft and neceiTary war, as afford-

ing at this time the only reafonable expectation

of permanent fecurity and peace to this coun-

try ; and that, for the attainment of thefe ob-

jects, this houfe relies with equal confidence

on his majefty's intention to employ vigoroufly

the force and refources of the country in fupport

of its effential interefts, and on the defire uni-

formly manifefted by his majefty to effecT: a pa-

cification on juit and honorable grounds with

any government in France, under whatever

s 2 form,
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form, which fhall appear capable of maintaining

the accuftomed relations of peace and amity

with other countries." Mr. Pitt declared this

amendment to be confonant to the terms of his

majefty's former declarations ; and he contended

that every nation at war with another ought

not to treat for peace with a government that

could not give fecurity. He was therefore not

ready to treat with the prefent government of

France ; and he took upon him to affirm, that,

fince the commencement of the prefent warr

there exifted not in that country a government

capable of maintaining with other nations the

accuftomed relations he had ftated

—

not recol-

kSiingi doubtlefs, that France had actually main-

tained, during the whole period of the war,

the relations of peace and amity with Denmark,

Sweden, and America. The commerce and

agriculture of France were reprefented by Mr.

Pitt as in a mod difaftrous fituation— their

financial reiburces as in a rapid ftate of decay

—

juftice almoft unknown—and, with refpecl to

religion, he aiked, would the houfe wiilingly

treat with a nation of atheifts ?—The revolu-

tionary fyftem was not eilentially varied fince

the late changes : he would not, however, fav

that they might not improve, but that time had

not arrived : when it did, if they gave to their

government that liability and authority which

afforded
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1

afforded grounds of moral probability that we

might treat for peace with fecurity, then we

might negotiate ; but we ought in prudence to

wait the return of fuch circumftances as would

afford us a probability of treating with fuccefs.

Mr.Wilberforce remarked " that on one point

the houfe appeared perfectly agreed—the pro-

priety of declaring the republican form of go-

vernment no bar to negotiation. He thought

the terms of the amendment not fufficiently ex-

plicit : it propofed relying on the difpolitions

always manifefled by his majeity of effecting

a pacification, whereas it did not appear to be

facl: that his majefty had always made a clear

manifeiTation of fuch a difpofition. The decla-

ration of our allies gave the French reafon to

believe that the reftoration of the antient go-

vernment was in contemplation. In our prefent

fituation we had onlv a choice of evils ; and

fuch a peace as could be made with the prefent

government of France was a lefs evil than con-

tinuing the war on the principles by which it

had hitherto been directed, and far more fo

than fuch a peace as we might ultimately be

obliged to accept. There were (he faid) various

modes by which nations placed in the relation

of England and France might treat without hu-

miliation on either fide. England, (he obfer-

ved. upon the authority of Mr. Hume) had too

s 3 great
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great a propenfity to war, and was too pertina-

cious in continuing; it."

Mr. Fox appealed to the houfe " Whether

it was to be expected that the French would

be the firft to negotiate after the declarations

made againft them by minifters. What (he

afked) would have been the feelings of Englifh-

men if the Convention had determined never to

treat with them till there was a reform in the

Englifh government?—We rauft (faid this great

ftatefman) do away all our arrogant expref-

fions againft France ; and then, even though we
fhould not be able to obtain peace, yet we
mould take from them the caufe of their enthu-

fiafm, that which rouzed every rational feeling,

and had carried them to unparalleled exertions."

r—The original motion of Mr. Grey was at

length negatived, and the amendment of Mr.

Pitt adopted, by the accuftomed majority.

A iimilar motion was brought forward in the

houfe of peers by the duke of Bedford, on the

following day, feconded by the duke of Nor-

folk, which was fuperfeded by an amendment

copied from that of Mr. Pitt by lord Grenville,

who declared his belief that a majority of the

French were favorers of royalty, and that the

re-establiihment of monarchy prefented the moft

probable hopes of peace.—The amendment was

oppofed in a fpeech of great energy and elo-

quence



GEORGE III. 263

cjuence by the celebrated Watfon, bifhop of Lan-

dafF. This prelate faid, f that he could not,

without clearer proof than had yet appeared,

admit the original juftice of the war, or, of con-

fequence, the neceflity of it ; for no war could

be necefTary that was not just. There had been

a time when Great Britain could have mediated

with efficacy between France and the Germanic

powers, and might have infifted upon each

party confining themfelves within their ancient

bounds, at the fame time renouncing every

claim to interfere in their internal affairs. His

lordfhip (hewed the abfurdity of continuing the

war in order to ftop the progrefs of democratic

opinions ; and added, that the governments of

Europe would find their trueft fafety in exer-

cifing their power with equity and moderation.

The Britiih conftitution admitted of improve-*-

ment, and admitted it not only with fafety but

facility. He urged the importance of immediate

negotiation, in order to promote union at home.

To perfift in the fame courfe, under every al-

teration of circumitances, was not firmnefs but

obftinacy. It was a miftaken notion of firmnefs

that loft us America. With regard to the atro-

cities committed by the French, whatever might

be their number or magnitude, who made us

the avengers of guilt, or inverted us with a right

to difpenfe the judgments of Providence? To
s 4 God,
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God, not to us, they were accountable, and to

him alone did juftice and judgment belong.

The French, we are toL', are atheifts, and this

is urged as a reafon for pedifting in the war

againft France. Prefamptuous idea ! Miferable

beings as we are, did we imagine that the arm

of flefh was wanted to affift and enforce the will

of the Almighty ? The abufe of religion had

been miftaken in France for religion itfelf.

Hence, in the eagernefs of her enthuliafm for

the reform of religious abufes, fhe had renounced

religion altogether, and been betrayed by the

falfe light of philofophy into infidelity. But

he doubted not but the mill in which they were

at prefent bewildered would foon be difperfed,

and Chriftianity appear in a purer form than

ever/'—The diviiion upon the motion of amend-

ment was 88 to 15 peers.

Not difcouraged with the ill fuccefs of his

former motion, and defirous to improve what-

ever impreffion had been made by it, Mr.

Grey, on the 6th of February, moved the follow-

ing well-weighed and judicious refolution :

—

" That this houfe, confidering that, in the fup-

port which it has given to his majefty in the

profecution of the prefent war, it has at no time

had any other object, but to reftore to thefe

kingdoms the bleffings of an equitable peace

;

that with a view to accompliih this humane

and
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and defirable end, every formal difficulty which

may ftand in the way of a pacific negotiation

with the powers with which we are at war

ought, in the firft inftance, to be removed; and

that without fome acknowledgment of the ex-

igence of a competent power in France with

which his majefty may negotiate and conclude

a treaty of peace on juft and reafonable terms

for both parties, there can be no termination of

the prefent war but in the deftruclion of one of

them ;—coniidering further, that the exigence

of fuch a competent power in France has been

directly acknowledged by feveral of the powers

in Europe, as well as by the United States of

America, with all of whom, during the pre-

fent war, France has maintained the accuilomed

relations of peace and amity ;—and coniidering

alfo that the exiitence of fuch a competent pow-

er in France has been, in various inftances, vir-

tually admitted even by the belligerent powers

themfelves, fome of whom have entered into

public refolutions to make overtures for peace,—

is of opinion that the government now exifting

in France is competent to entertain and con-

clude a negotiation for peace with Great Bri-

tain."—After an animated debate, the previous

queftion, moved by Mr. Dundas, was carried by

190 to 60 voices.

In the houfe of peers, on the 12th of February,

the
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the duke of Bedford made a nearly fimilar mo-

tion, which was oppofed, and the previous

queftion moved, by lord Hawkefbury—the num-

bers being 101 to 15; againft which the duke

of Bedford, and the earls of Lauderdale, Buck-

inghamihire, and Guildford, entered their pro-

tect

The harm and haughty language of the king's

fpeech, at the commencement of the teilion,

had given general difguft ; and Mr. Pitt had

been forced to a conceihon, which was probably

not within the fcope of his original intention.

The nation, at this period of the conteft, feemed

wearied and difpirited ; the high and flattering

hopes which Mr. Pitt had taught them to in-

dulge had vaniihed into air, and they were not

yet rouzed to higher exertion by the fenfe of

danger and felf-prefervation. Taking advantage

of this irate of the public mind, and of the re-

cent defection of Mr. Wilberforce and his party

from the court, Mr. Fox, in a moil able and

luminous fpeech, moved, on the 24th of March,

" That the houfe of commons mould refolve

itfelf into a committee, to inquire into the itate

of the nation." This folemn mode of inquiry

ought not (he obferved) ever to be reforted to

but in cafes of peculiar emergency, and fuch

he efteemed the prefent. He had himfelf intro-

duced a fimilar motion, in 1777, after the fur-

render
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render at Saratoga; but the perils to the coun-

try then were trifling and infignificant compared

with what they were at prefent. If, when the

public mind was evidently changed, the houfe

fhould continue to repofe a blind confidence in

minifters, to impofe new burdens on the people,

not only without requiring them to negotiate,

but even without demanding of them any ac-

count of the blood and treafure they had fquan-

dered, great advantage muft be given to who-

ever wifhed to difleminate diffatisfa6tion. In

juftification of his motion, nothing more, he

thought, was neceflary, than to ftate to the

houfe, that, after a war of two years, we had

been uniformly unfuccefsful, had relinquished

the object for which the war was faid to be un-

dertaken, while the enemy had gained more

than the wildeft imaginations ever afcribed ei-

ther to their ambition or principles. An inquiry

mull, in one view, be favorable even to mini-

fters themfelves. If we had, as minifters afierted,

entered into the war from neceility, ' and had

conducted it, as they alfo afferted, with wifdom

and vigor, the refult would be abfolute defpair.

But perhaps they did not do their caufe juftice.

Perhaps the caufe of failure might inhere in the

theoretic principle ; and their practical mea-

fures, founded upon that erroneous principle,

might be judicious and proper. Perhaps, on

the
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the other hand, their theory was found and juft,

but their mode of carrying it into execution,

their practical meafures, might be found unwife

and indigefted. In either cafe the public would

receive fome fatisfaction ; and they would, upon

inquiry, either change the principle or cenfure

the conduct ; and minifters would be relieved

from one part at leaft of the two-fold imputation,

which, previous to any inquiry, muft hang over

their heads.

Great Britain, Mr. Fox faid, had a right to.

demand an inquiry into the condutl of the king

of Pruflia. Was he an ally ? Was he neutral ?

Was he an enemy ? That monarch had alleged

that he could do nothing without a fubfidy :

we had given him 1,200,000/. and the ufe he

made of it was to attack Poland. The emperor

was equally unable to move without the aid of

a loan; and England muft, it was manifeft,

fuftain the whole weight of the war. Great

fubfidies were alfo paid to the Italian princes,

though we fcarcely heard of a movement in

that country. Spain had loft Navarre, Bifcay,

and Catalonia, and muft alfo be fublidized, or

foon make peace with the enemy. All this

called for inquiry. What was our conduct to

the neutral powers—to America—whom we

had flrft Ihamefally injured, then fervilely court-

ed ? To the court of Denmark, whofe wife po-

licv
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licy reflected fuch high honor on her firft mini-

fter, the count de Bernftorf? To Tufcany ? To
Switzerland ? To Genoa ?

Mr. Fox again infilled, in the ftrongeft terms,

upon the propriety and neceffity of a fpecific

avowal of the object of the war. Is it merely

to repel certain acts of aggreffion, without ad-

verting to any particular form of government in

France ? Then fay diitinclly what are thofe

aggreflions, and what the reparation you re-

quire.—Is it to wreft the Low Countries from

the enemy, and to confine France to her antient

limits ? Avow it to be fo, without difguife.—Is

ft to reftore the antient monarchy, or any form

of monarchy in France? Declare in this, and in

every cafe, your obje£t, openly and fairly, and

you will not fail to fecure many adherents and

partizans. But minifters had fo muffled and

trimmed between different fvftems, thev had

dealt out their declarations and profeifions in

fuch ambiguous language, that they had loft: all

claim and title to confidence ; and, through the

puerile hope of embracing the incompatible ad-

vantages of thefe different plans, they had for-

feited every benefit to be derived from the de-

cided adoption of any one of them.

What could the great body of the emigrants

fuppofe when they faw Valenciennes and Conde

taken poffeffion of in the name, not of Louis

XVIII.
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XVIII. but of the emperor ; and the French

Weft-India iflands in that of the king of Eng-

land ? Unqueftionably, that we were fighting

merely for the fpoils of France.

Even at fea, where our fleets were trium-

phant, Air. Fox remarked that, in the fecond

year after France took part in the American

war, the number of captures was 499. In the

fecond year of this war the number was 860.

All this demanded enquiry.

He then adverted to the condition of Ireland,

the irritated ftate of which was to be afcribed,

according to every appearance, to the mifcon-

du«Sl of minifters. If the houfe refufed to make

any enquiry into thefe things, they would make

themfelves refponlible for all the calamities

which might and probably would enfue. The

policy of minifters in relation to Ireland had

been marked with the fame ambiguity and in-

coniiftency as their conduct towards France.

He thought highly of the eloquence, and even

of the talents, of the prefent minifter, as exerted

in a particular line ; but he was a minifter of

art and plaufibility merely, not of difcernment,

not of candor, not of generality— ' in rebus po-

liticis, nihil limplex, nihil apertum, nihil ho-

neftum.'

Mr. Pitt, in reply, afked whether, at a period

fo arduous and important, ana fo late in the

feflion,
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fcilion, it could be deemed expedient to com-

mence fo extenfive an inveftigation ? Every

topic in the fpeech juft fpoken had been fully

difcuffed and decided upon : fuch a committee

as that required was, therefore, as unneccfTary

as improper ; it could anfwer no poffible good

purpofe at the prefent moment : whenever a

proper period arrived for inventgating the con-

duct of the executive government, it would be

found marked by moderation and forbearance.

He pofiti vely difavowed the proportion that a

nation, on entering into a war, was bound to

ftate all its objects, and thus preclude itfelf

from taking advantage of fortuitous circum-

frances as they might arife. Mr. Pitt concluded

with moving the queftion of adjournment, which,

after a debate of many hours, was carried by a

majority of 219 to 63 voices. Upon this oc-

cafion, as on various others, it was remarked

that a great proportion of the members prefent

left the houfe without voting.

Lord Fitzwilliam, having now returned from

Ireland, after a government of three months'

duration only, appeared, on the 24th of April,

in the houfe of peers, and in a manly and fpi-

rited manner challenged minifters to a full in-

veltigation of the caufes of his removal. He
faid they had infmuated blame to him, and the

gauntlet they had thus thrown down he wil-

ling]/
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lingly took up. A profound filence enfuing on

the part of adminiftration, the duke of Norfolk

gave notice of a motion to addrefs the king,

that thofe parts of the correfpondence between

lord Fitzwilliam and the miniftry which related

to his lordthip's recall from his government

fhould be laid before the houfe. This was

debated in a very full houfe on the 8th of May,

the motion being fupported, exclufive of thofe

lords who ufually acfed in oppofition, by the

duke of Leeds, the earl of Moira, and lord Fitz-

william himfelf, who pofitively avowed that he

went out exprefsly authorized to complete the

meafure of Catholic emancipation, and that no

objections had been made to the iteps he had

adopted for that purpofe until he had proceeded

to the difmiiiion of certain perfons in office

inimical to that meafuce, and had taken other

gentlemen obnoxious to minifters here into his

favour and confidence.—Lord Grenvilie de-

clined entering into a formal difcuiiion of the fub-

je6t, being prevented, as he alleged, by reafons

of ftate which he could not properly explain.

But he afked in what refpecl the fituation of a

lord-lieutenant differed from that of any other

minifler of the crown, who might be removed

at pleafure r and affirmed that the noble earl

complained with an ill grace of being himfelf

removed from office after he had exercifed his

authority
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authority in the removal of fo many others.

His lordthip faid he had feen the removal of

many lord-lieutenants without a fingle com-

plaint to parliament on the fubjecl: ; and to

adopt a new courfe would be to change the

conititution.—After a long and vigorous debate

the houfe divided : contents, 25 ; not-contents,

100.

A fimilar motion made by Mr. Jekyl in the

houfe of commons, and feconded by Mr. Fox in

a fpeech of great political comprehenfion and

fagacity, was negatived by 188 to 49 voices.

The Iaft effort of the feffion to refcue the na-

tion from the calamities of an unjufl and un-

neceffary war was made by Mr. Wilberforce on

the 27th of May. He began by ftating the ge-

neral expectation of pacification, and the fatis-

faclion which had arifen from it. Though he

did not profefs to go the length of Fox populivox

Dei, he thought the univerfal wifh and defire

of the people fhould only be fuperfeded by ex-

traordinary circumftances. It was an important

duty, in every war, to look out continually for

every opening which might lead to a conclufion

of it, to fee whether the original motives Hill

fubfifted, and whether it was needful to purfue

the path we were treading. From a full review

of the ftate of our allies he was of opinion that

very flender affiftance was to be expefted from

vol. v. t anv
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any of them ; and the afpefr of affairs in France

afforded little encouragement obftinately to pro-

fecute the war againft her. The infurreclions in

that country were quelled ; me had made her

peace with Ruffia and Tufcany ; Ihe had fub-

dued Holland ; and, notwithstanding the depre-

ciation of her paper money, it did not appear

that the operations of the French government

were any-wife impeded ; nor could he fee when
the entire ruin of the French finances, fo much
talked of and fo often foretold, was to take

place. Her armies exhibited no fymptoms of

difcontent, or her rulers of apprehenfion. The

fituation of Ireland, Mr. Wilberforce faid, was

truly critical, and the continuance of the war

was much more .likely to diffufe French prin-

ciples there than the termination of it. As to

the fafety of Europe, did it belong to England

to fight her battles almoft without affiftance ?

Europe was able to take care of itfelf, and

feveral of the confederate powers had already

figned treaties with the French government

;

and the emperor himfelf, in his refcript to the

diet, had very recently notified his willingnefs

to enter into negotiation with France. The

motion he meant to propofe merely prepared

the way for treating, and, in words' lefs ftrong

than thofe ufecl in the Imperial refcript, de-

clared, '* That it is the opinion of the houfe that

the
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the prefent circumftances of France ought not

to preclude the Britiih government from enter-

taining propofals for a general pacification ; and

that it is for the intereft of Great Britain to

make peace with France, if it can be fairly

and honorably effected."

The motion was oppofed by Mr. Windham,

who avowed his opinion that peace, at the pre-

fent moment, was neither fafe nor honorable.

It was evident that the exertions of the revolu-

tionary government had relaxed, that its fortune

had reached its height, and that it exhibited

unequivocal fymptoms of decay. Nothing but

fuch motions as the prefent could prevent a

fpeedy termination of the conteft, and he con-

tended that all France was rapidly adopting the

fentiments of La Vendee. The motion was

calculated to remove minifters from their fitua-

tions, while the profpecl of ultimate fuccefs from

a continunce of the war was infinitely more

flattering than ever ; it tended to promote dis-

affection at home, to ftrengthen the enemy;—
And faid, that the cry of peace proceeded from

the Jacobine faction in this country, and that

the fame fentiment was characleriftic of the fame

party all over Europe *. He concluded with

* Mr. Windham, being a profound metaphyfician and

adept in logic, without doubt relied for the juftnefs of his

concluflon on the following acute fvllosifm :

T2 If
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moving the order of the day.—Mr. Pitt corro-

borated the aflertion of Mr. Windham, and af-

firmed, that, from the diftra£t.ions which pre-

vailed in France, and the difcontents of the peo-

ple, a new order of things might be expected to

arife, more favorable to the fuccefs of the war

than had hitherto appeared. The exertions of

the country were, he faid, manifeftly on the de-

cline : the depreffed ftate of the affignats, and

their incredible expenditure, proved them in a

ftate which might well be ftyled bankruptcy.—

The motion of Mr. Wilberforce was fuperfeded

by the order of the day, on a divifion of 211 to

88 voices : fo that the oppofition had evidently

gained confiderable ground in the courfe of the

feffion.—A flmilar motion by the earl of Lau-

derdale, in the upper houfe, was negatived by a

great and overwhelming majority.

In the courfe of the preceding winter a treaty

of marriage had been negotiated between the

prince of Wales and the princefs Caroline,

If there are perfons in England, and in the other Euro-

pean nations, who are advocates for peace, thofe perfons

are Jacobins.

But there are perfons in this, and in all the countries of

Chriftendom, who are the profefled and zealous advo-

cates for peace.

Ergo, Thofe perfons are certainly Jacobins. Q. E.D.

Gratiano fpeaks an infinite deal of nothing, more than an/

man in all Venice.

daughter
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daughter to the duke of Brunfwic. Early in the

month of April the princefs arrived in England,

when the nuptials were celebrated with extra-

ordinary magnificence. It was, however, well

underftood that the prince acceded to this al-

liance with much reluctance—his attachment

to the accomplished Mrs. Fitzherbert, with

whom the marriage ceremony, though invalid

by law, had undoubtedly paffed, having fufFered

no diminution. He was induced to this fatal

compliance by two considerations ; nrft, the

preffing inftances of the king to diflblve his con-

ne6ti©n with the lady who had fo long been in

pofleflion no lefs of his efteem than his affection

;

and, fecondly, the promife pofitively made to

him that immediate provifion mould be made

for the difcharge of his debts, now increafed to

a vaft amount.

In confequence of a meffage from the king,

delivered by Mr. Pitt, Hating the reliance of his

majefty upon the generofity of the houfe to

enable him to fettle an eftabliihment upon the

prince and princefs fuited to their rank and

dignity, and to relieve him from his prefent in-

cumbrances, the houfe went, May 4, into a com-

mittee on this fubjet~t. Mr. Pitt, in the com-

mittee, declared that it was not his majefty 's in-

tention to require a fpecific fum for the difcharge

of the debts of his royal highnefs,but to fet apart

t 3 a certain
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a certain portion of that income which might be
granted by the liberality of parliament to their

gradual liquidation. The extent of the debts

was ftated by Mr. Pitt at between fix and (even

hundred thoufand pounds, no part of which, he

faid, could pombly be defrayed out of the civil

lift. He obferved that the prefent income of the

prince was 60,000/. per annum, exclufive of the

duchy of Cornwall, which he eftimated at

13,000/.; that the late prince of Wales, father

of the prefent king, and the late king George II.

when prince, poffefled a net income of 100,000/.

without that duchy, at a time when money
was of much more value than at prefent. He
therefore propofed that the revenue of his royal

highnefs fhould be 125,000/. exclufive of the

duchy; that the jointure of the princefs fhould

be 50,000/. per annum; and that the proportion

of the prince's income appropriated for the pay-

ment of his debts fhould be veiled in the hands

of commiiTioners. And in order that effectual

provifion might be made to prevent the recur-

rence of any fuch claim in future, he recom-

mended that no arrear fhould, on any pretence,

go beyond the quarter ; that debts not then

claimed mould wholly Iapfe; and that all fuits

for the recovery of debts from his royal highnefs

fhould lie againfl his officers.

Thefe feveral regulations, though very ne-

cefTary
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•refifary and proper, being deemed, by fome ad

mirers of etiquette, incompatible with the rank

and dignity of the great perfonage concerned

—

much more fo, doubtlefs, in their eftimation,

than the contracting of debts he was unable

to pay—the prince, with his chara&eriftic gene-

roiity, and an implicit avowal of his former

indifcretion, fent, on the lit of June, a meifage

to the houfe by his attorney-general, Mr. Am-

ftruther, ftating " That he was defirous to ac-

quiefce in whatever might be the fentiments

of the houfe, both with refpecl to his future ex-

penditure, and the appropriation of any part of

the income they might grant him for the dif-

charge of his debts : his wifh was entirely to

confult the wifdom of parliament. He was per

feclly difpofed to acquiefce in any abatement

of fplendor they might judge necelfary, and de-

fired to have nothing but what the country might

be cordially difpofed to think he ought to have.

In fine, whatever meafures were taken by par-

liament would meet with his hearty concur-

rence."-—The prince of Wales had now palfcd

the feafon of youth, the errors incident to which,

it might reafonably be hoped, he had by this

time feen and relinquiihed. He poffefied an

excellent natural underitanding, liberal fenti-

ments, engaging manners, with many amiable

and eftimable qualities. In alleviation pt~ the

t 4 imprudence



230 GEORGE Hi.

imprudence be had (hewn, and of the fevere

cenfure he had too juftly incurred by contracting

a fecond time, in the fpace of eight years, fa

vaft a debt, could only be alleged the extreme

inadequacy of his income to his ftation in life.

From the aggregate amount of the debt, ought,

however, in reafon and equity, to be deducted,

the proceeds of the revenue of Cornwall during

his minority, amounting, according to the ac-

counts laid before parliament, to the fum of

233,000/. and which, under the guardianfhip

of the Court of Chancery, it was remarked,

would have produced 350,000/. This the king

had received, as if it were a branch of the civil

lift, for twenty-two years, under the poor pre-

tence of defraying the expence of the prince's

education. And if this deduction be admitted,

the general expenditure of the prince will not

be found, at the average, from the period of

his attaining the age of majority to the pre-

fent time, much to exceed the reafonable allow-

ance of 100,000/. per annum.

It appeared, in the courfe of this inveftigation,

much to the honor of the prince, that he had

actually fome time fmce come to a refolution

not to apply again to parliament, to retire

from public life, and apply the greateft part

of his income to the payment of his debts,

agreeably to the advice of lord Thurlow and

others

;
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others ; but that from this laudable defign he

was vehemently difluaded by lord Loughbo-

rough, who, no doubt, fpoke from direction,

and who pretended that the advice in queftion

favored too much of that given to M. Egalite,

and he could guefs from what quarter it came.

The plan was therefore relinquifhed. It was at

length agreed, that the annual fum of 78,000/,

mould be appropriated to the difcharge of the

debts, which, it was calculated, would com-

pletely liquidate them in the fpace of nine years.

In the mean time the prince, as the penalty of

his indifcretion, was fatisfied to live in a compa-

ratively private manner upon the remaining

60,000/. and a bill, containing the provifions

above mentioned, in a few weeks palled, with

pretty general concurrence, through both houfes.

In the courfe of the feffion Mr. Wilberforce

renewed his motion for the immediate abolition

of the infamous flave-trade, and was ably fup-

ported by Mr. Whitbread, Mr. William Smith,

and Mr. Pitt : but the houfe was now grown

cold and callous to all reafoning upon this f ib-

jecl ; and, on the proportion of Mr. Dundas,

who Hill profelfed himfelf friendly to the object,

but adverfe to the time, the consideration of

the queftion was adjourned for fix months.

Late in the feflion Mr. Dundas made a very

favorable report of the ftate of the Eaft-Indla

Company's
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Company's affairs and finances, which he affert-

ed to be better by the fum of 1,412,249/. than

at the laft annual ftatement, which the houfe

confirmed by the fanclion of their vote.

The long-depending caufe of Mr. Haftings,

which began February 12th, 1788, terminated

during the prefent feffion. The charges againft

him had been comprized under four heads

:

1. The Rajah Cheyt Sing. 2. The Begums of

Oude. 3. Prefents. 4. Contracts. The report

of the committee of peers was received on the

2d of April, and on the 23d the articles of ac-

cufation were fubmitted to the decifion of the

houfe of lords. Out of four hundred peers,

twenty-nine only deemed themfelves competent

to vote on the queftions before the court ; and

of thefe, eight, viz. the lord-chancellor, the duke

of Norfolk, the earls of Carnarvon, Radnor,

Fitzwilliam, Suffolk, and Mansfield, and lord

Walfingham, gave a verdict of guilty upon one

or other of the charges preferred againft him :

fo that the acquittal could by no means be

confickred either as unanimous or honorable.

The truth is, that from the extraordinary length

of this trial, the complexity of the evidence,

and the multiplicity of the documents to be

confulted, and, above all, from the obfeurity

in which the merits of the caufe were involved

by being made for fo many years the perpetual

theme
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theme of eloquence, it was very difficult, without

beftowing a larger fhare of attention, or pof-

fefling an higher portion of discrimination, than

falls to the lot of the generality of perfons, to

determine, without hefitation, upon the poli-

tical character and conduct of the accufed.

Had the evidence been condenfed into a mode-

rate compafs, and diverted of the pomp of decla-

mation and the violence of inveelive, it would

have (truck the public mind much more forcibly,

and Mr. Haftings would fcarcely have efcaped

the cenfure and punilhment due to a ftate-

delinquent. Or if the houfe of peers had at all

events returned a verdict of Not Guilty, the

houfe of commons would have flood juftified

in the view of the world at large, and the politi-

cal reputation of Mr. Haftings would have fuf-

tained irreparable injury. Upon the whole, it

mud be acknowledged, that this famous trial,

which had attracted, by its importance and du-

ration, the attention of all Europe, was at length

brought to a raoft lame and impotent conclulion.

The fpeaker of the houfe of commons, never-

thelefs, in giving the thanks of the houfe to the

managers of the impeachment, in his official

capacity, had the complaifance to fay, th&t

their exertions in this caufe had conferred hon< r

not on themfelves only, but on the houfe under

whofe authority they had acred 5 arid he ro-

lerred
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ferred with dignity and propriety to the in-

creafed fecurity which the conftitution had de-

rived in the courfe of the proceedings on this

trial, from the recognition and full confirmation

of the principle, that an impeachment is not dis-

continued by a diflblution of parliament.

The fefiion terminated on the. 27th of June,

1795. The fpeech from the throne, on this oc-

caiion, fecmed to breathe much more the air

of pacification than at its commencement j and

his majefty was graciouily pleafed to declare it

to be impofTible to contemplate the internal

iituation of the enemy, with whom we were

contending, without indulging a hope that the

prefent circumftances of France might, in their

effects, haften the return of fuch a Hate of or-

der and regular government as may be capable

of maintaining the accuftomed relations of amity

and peace with other powers.

The proceedings of the IritTi parliament

during this feflion were fcarcely lefs interefting

and important than that of Great Britain. In

the coalition which actually took place in. the

courfe of the preceding fummer, and which

had been more than two years in contemplation,

between the exiiting adminiftration and the

Portland party, it was underftood that the de-

partment of Ireland was to be entrufted alto-

gether to the latter: and carl Fitz.william ac-

cepted
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cepted the high and arduous office of lord-

lieutenant of that kingdom, with the avowed

purpofe of admitting and eftabliihing the claim

of Catholic emancipation in its full extent.

That nobleman, diftinguiihedby the beneficence

of his difpofition and rectitude of his intentions,

though partially led ailray by the pernicious

counfels of the demoniac Burke, himfelf informs

us *, " that when the negotiation between the

two political parties was pending, if the general

management and fuperintendance of Ireland had

not been offered by Mr. Pitt, that coalition could

never have taken place : it was offered from the

beginning of the negotiation :" and his lordfhip

appeals to the duke of Portland, " whether

the office was not offered entire ? and whether

he was forewarned by Mr. Pitt, that it was to be

the diverted of half its duties, half its importance,

and all its character ?" Previoufly to lord Fitz-

william's acceptance of the vice-royalty, " he

had not only fatisfied himfelf (as he tells us) that

the Catholics ought to be relieved from every

remaining difqualification, but he knew that

the duke of Portland perfectly concurred with

him in that opinion. And when the queftion

came under difculiion, previous to his depar-

ture for Ireland, he found the cabinet, with

Mr. Pitt at their head, ftrongly impreffed with

* Vide " Letters to the Earl of Carlifle."

the
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the fame conviction ; and" his lordfliip adds?

" had I found it otherwife I never would have

undertaken the government."

Lord Fitzwilliam, however, was by no

means an enthufiaft in the buiinefs. " It was

his intention not to prefs the matter prema-

turely upon the Irifh, legiflature, but rather to

protract it to a period of more general tranquil-

lity ; but if the Catholics appeared determined

to bring forward the queftion, he, on his part,

would not refufe them a handfome fupport on

the part of government."

Upon his arrival in Dublin, about the clofe

of the year 1794, his lordfliip directly found, and

he forthwith informed the Britifh cabinet, " that

the queftion would force itfelf upon his imme-

diate conlideration. The bufinefs had been al-

ready put into the hands of Mr. Grattan, in

whom the lord-lieutenant could repofe entire

confidence ; and a riling impatience being ap-

parent amongft the Catholics after the prefenta-

tion of the petitions, there was reafon to ap-

prehend, had any delay intervened, that the

meafure might be transferred to fome other

perfon with whom the viceroy had no con-

nection, and over whom he could entertain no

hope of control." His lordfliip moreover ob-

ferved to the Englifh cabinet, " that the Irifh

nation were remarkably averfe to the war, and

fome confiderable conceiTions were confequently

neceflary
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neceflary to conciliate them." It being well

underitood that lord Fitzvvilliam was a decided

friend to the Catholic claims, that nobleman

was received, on his entrance into the govern-

ment, with the loudeft and moft heartfelt con-

gratulations which had ever been offered upon

any limilar occaiion. In order to fecure the fuc-

cefs of the wife and beneficent plans of the Irifh.

government now in contemplation, it was

deemed abfolutely effential by the lord-lieu-

tenant to remove from their ftations certain

perfons who had ever ftood forward as the de-

termined enemies of Catholic emancipation,

and indeed of every fpecies of political improve-

ment and reform. Anion gft thefe were the

chancellor of Ireland, lord Fitzgibbon, Mr.

Beresford, brother to the earl ot Tyrone, an ef-

ficient member of the late adminiftration holding

the office of commiffioner of the Irifh treafury,

to which feveral others were added—" a perfon

laboring," fuch is the language of lord Fitz-

william, " under univerfal heavy fufpicions, and

who would have fubjeftedhis government to all

the opprobrium and unpopularity attendant on

his mal-adminiftration." Alfo Mr. Wolfe, the

attorney-general, and M«r. Toler, the folicitor-

general
; propofing neverthelefs to alleviate

their hard fate by peerages, penfions, or other

finecure emoluments.

In
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In a letter written by the lord-lieutenant to

the Englifh fecretary of ftate, dated January 15,

1795, he dated "his decided opinion that no

time was to be loft, and that, if he received

no peremptory inftruclions to the contrary, he

mould acquiefce in the prefling inftances made

to him on the part of the Catholics " at the

fame time mentioning the actual difmiffion of

Mr. Beresford, who had for many years pall

been the fecret mover and principal advifer of

the Irifh counfels—an inviiible minifter, of more

weight than all the oftenfible ones—the fpring

and centre of the High Church, Tory, and

Prerogative fyftem in that kingdom—in a

word, the Charles Jenkinfon of Ireland. Not-

withftanding this official intimation, no notice

was taken, for many weeks, in any difpatches

from England of the grand queftion of Catholic

emancipation. But in the interval Mr. Beres-

ford had repaired to London, and by his bold

reprefentations, not to the minifters only, but,

as was confidently reported and believed, to

the king himfelf, to whom he obtained eafy ac-

cefs, he excited an extreme diflike and appre-

henfion of the innovations projected by lord

Fitzwilliam. At length, on the 14th of Fe-

bruary, the lord-lieutenant received a letter

from Mr. Pitt, remonitrating againft the actual

difmiffion of Mr, Beresford, and that in contem-

plation
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plation of Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Toler. By the

very fame mail his excellency received a letter

from the duke of Portland, exprefiing, for the

firft time, the doubts and difficulties of the Bri-

tifli cabinet refpecting the queftion of emanci-

pation, and flrongly recommending the poft-

ponement of the difcuffion in parliament. But

this was no longer in lord Fitzwilliam's power.

For the feffion having commenced on the 22d

ofJanuary, Mr. Grattanhad, two days previous

to the receipt of thefe letters, moved for and

obtained leave to bring in a bill for the further

relief of his majefty's fubjects profeffing the

Roman-catholic religion. On the very fame

evening that the lord-lieutenant received the

letters in queftion he replied to them ably, and

largely fetting forth " the imminent danger of

now retracting on the Catholic bufmefs," and

with noble refolution refufing " to be the per-

fon to raife a flame, which nothing but the

force of arms could keep down." And his ex-

cellency at the fame time tranfmitted to the

duke of Portland ample documents j unificatory

of his fentiments and conduft. But the Britifh

cabinet fcarcely deigned to give them the read-

ing. On the 21ft of February a council was held,

at which the duke of Portland afiifted ; and

his grace was by this time grown fo obfequious

a courtier, that he heiitated not to accede to the

vol, v. u vote
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vote for difgracing his friend ; and fubmitted

to be the efficient inftrument for tranfmitting

to him the letters of recall—Lord Camden,

fon of the late illuftrious nobleman of that

name, the heir of his title, but by no means

of his talents, being appointed his fuccefibr.

The intelligence of this fatal recall was as a

politico-volcanic convulfion, which fliook the

ifland to its centre. A vote of the houfe of

commons, expreffing high approbation of the

conduct of lord Fitzwilliam, parTed, on the

motion of Mr. Conolly, with the fingle diffen-

tient voice of Mr. Beresford. Addrefles, con-

taining fentiments of mingled gratitude and

regret, were prefented from all parts of the

kingdom to the late viceroy, and fcarcely could

the people reftrain the emotions of their indig-

nation. After a fliort vifit to his eftates in the

county of Wicklow, lord Fitzwilliam, on the

25th of March, 1795, took his departure for

England. On that memorable day no bufinefs

was tranfafted. The citizens appeared in deep

mourning, vafts crowds accompanying his lord-

ihip to the water-fide ; and, though ftrong ap-

prehenfions were entertained of popular com-

motion, a profound and melancholy filence

prevailed, as if a preternatural foreboding of

the horrible events which were to fucceed op-

preifed
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prefled and overwhelmed the minds of all with

an unutterable weight of forrow.

Lord Camden arrived in Dublin on the 31ft

of March, and immediately aiTumed the reins

of government. Some difturbances took place,

on the evening of that day, but they were foon

quelled by the intervention of the military—

a

wretched omen of his difaftrous adminiftration,

On the 13th of April the parliament met pur-

fuant to adjournment, and on the 21ft a motion

was made by Mr. Grattan for an enquiry into

the ftate of the nation, including the reafons for

the recall of lord Fitzwilliam, which was ne-

gatived by a large majority of that very parlia-

ment who almoft unanimoufly, and with an

enthufiafm unprecedented, had fupported all
the meafures of the preceding adminiftration.

Such was in this unhappy country the wonderful

and pernicious extent of the influence of the

crown over the deliberations, or rather the de-

terminations, of the legiflative body.

On the 24th of April, Mr. Grattan prefented

his famous bill for the emancipation of the Ca-

tholics, the principal debate on which took

place on the fecond reading, May 4, when it

was finally rejected by a majority of 71 voices,

to the inexpreffible chagrin, gradually kindling

into refentment and rage, of the great mafs of

the Iriih nation. Two of the moil remarkable

u 2 fpeeches
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fpeeches delivered in the courfe of this me-

morable debate were thofe of Dr. Duigenan,

a civilian, and Mr. Arthur O'Connor, a very

young member of the houfe, reprefenting the

county of Kerry,—the firft in oppoiition to, the

latter in fupport of, the meafure. From the

fpeech of doctor Duigenan, it appeared that

the Irifh Catholics, defpairing of fucccfs, from

the period of the recall of lord Fitzwilliam, had

already ventured to adopt dangerous and un-

warrantable combinations, in order to fecure

their eventual emancipation. A committee of

nine, chofen by the Roman-catholics of Dublin,

feemed to poffefs unlimited influence over the

Catholic bodv throughout the kingdom. In

confequence of their recommendation, petitions

had been prefented to parliament by the Catholic

inhabitants of every county, city, and borough,

in the four provinces. A meeting of the general

afiembly of Catholics had been held in the me-

tropolis, April 9, in which, according to the

report of doctor Duigenan, fevoral moft traitorous

and feditious fpeeches were publicly pronoun-

ced—openly declaring that the war we were

engaged in againil the French was., on our part,

and the part of our allies, an impious crufade

againft liberty ; that all victories obtained by his

majefty's arms were public calamities to Ireland,

for which her children ought to weep j that

they
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they would hereafter never make any application

to a Britifh miniftry, nor have any connection

with them; that they would fupport a radical

reform in the houfe of commons; and that

this nation could never be happy till its govern-

ment was changed into a republic, independent

of Great Britain. From all which the do£tor in-

ferred " that the general body of Irifh Catholics

had no pretentions to loyalty, and their petitions

in that refpecl: contained an acknowledged ialie-

hood ;—any bill therefore framed for the political

aggrandifement of a body of people entertaining

fuch detertable and traitorous fentimcnts ou°hto

to be rejected with the utmoft contempt by the

houfe. No fe£t t>f people denying the fupre-

macy of the Hate in one half of its legiflature

and executive authority can with any propriety

be put on a level with thofe who admit in the

fulleit manner the fupremacy of the Hate, as

well in ecclefiaftical matters as temporal. As

to the power of the Roman-catholics in the

itate, that, he faid, muft be eftimated, not fo

much from their numbers as from their landed

eftates and perfonal property. The landed

eftates in the hands of the Proteftants in Ireland

are in the proportion of fifty to one; and their

perfonal property is confined to merchants and

traders in the chiet commercial towns, and it cer-

tainly does, not amount to the twentieth part of

v 3 that
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that of the Proteflants! 'Tis one of the arts

pra£lifed by the patrons of this bill, to endea-

vour to intimidate the houfe by prophecies

and forebodings of dreadful wars, tumults, and

maffacres, which they are conftantly trumpeting

forth, as the certain confequences of the rejection

of this bill. The enjoyment of the reprefen-

tative franchife by Roman-catholics in Ireland

would fubvert the conftitution ; and if it were

true that the enjoyment of the reprefentative

franchife is a certain confequence of the en-

joyment of the elective, the argument of the

patrons of this bill would only prove that we
ought inftantly to deprive the Roman-catholics

of the eleclive franchife, for ihe preferyation of

the conftitution in church and ftate. If you

capacitate Roman-catholics {o enjoy all the great

offices of ftate, and to fit in parliament, by palling

this bill, what is called by the republican faclion

a reform in parliament muft be the immediate

confequence, as the reprefentation of all coun-

tries, and of all cities and boroughs, where the

election is popular, will be open to Catholic am-

bition. If you confefs, by paffing the prefent

bill, that you cannot and dare not refill their

prefent demand, how will you be able to refill

their demand of a reform, when their flrength

and influence will be increafed ten-fold, and

when their interell will drawilill clofer the bands

of
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of confederacy between them and the republi-

cans ? All ariftocratical influence will then be

banifhed from this houfe ; it will become a mere

democratic affembly—and the more Catholic the

more democratic. Then adieu to all eftablifh-

ment !—church and ftate will vanifli before

them ; and an immediate converlion of this

monarchical government into a republic, under

the protection of France, will be the confe-

quence. In fact, the Roman-catholics are

now completely republicans and democrats :—

•

the Stuart race to which they were attached

are extinct ; and they mortally hate an Engliih

government, and the houfe of Brunfwic."

Tainted as this fpeech was with bigotry and

malignity, it contained fome alarming aflertions,

which at leaft bore fuch affinity to truth as

ferved to make that fort of impreffion which it

is difficult completely to counteract. On the

other hand, the fpeech of Mr. O'Connor, amidft

a grand difplay of juft and beneficial principles

of government, breathed a fpirit of romance

and enthuliafm in the caufe of liberty, very

pardonable indeed, if this be not too cold a

term to ufe, in fpeaking of the glowing effii-

iions or. a youthful and generous mind, but

which a wife and cautious ilatefman, who
looked chiefly to the practical confequences of

meafures, would be compelled to regard- with

u 4 jealoufy,
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jealoufy, and to receive with many modifications

adapted to the actual ftate of things. "• Is it

(faid this animated orator) becaufe we were the

moft wretched and miferable nation in Europe

as long as this fyftem of monopoly and exclufion,

for which the gentlemen on the oppofite fide of

the houfe contend, under the title of Conftitu-

tion in Church and State^ remained whole and

entire—is it becaufe we have heard thofe gen-

tlemen, year after year, predict the ruin of the

country from extending the conftitution to our

Catholic countrymen, and that we have feen

the country flouriih in an exaft: proportion

to that extenfion,—that we mould now flop

fhort on their authority, and confecrate the re-

mainder of the fyftem of monopoly and exclu-

fion ? Let the men who have profited by the

old fyftem, to the monftrous aggrandizement

of themfelves and their connections, rifle what

they pleafe in its defence ; but let me conjure

the houfe to confider that they are no longer

legiflafing for the barbarous ignorant ages which

have gone by, but for the • intelligent age in

which we live, and for the yet more enlightened

centuries which are to come.—The church we
are told is in danger—the intereft of the Pro-

teftant religion is at ftake ; but thofe who make

this objection have confounded the intereft of

the clergy with the intereft of religion. I

would
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ivould reft the whole argument on the faft : I

would afk, has the Proteftant religion been pro-

moted in proportion as the Proteftant clergy

have been enriched ? Has the Catholic religion

decayed according to the views of thofe who
doomed the profeffors of it to poverty ? Has

not this eccleliaftical eftablifhment fown the

feeds of eternal rancor, animofity, and litigation,

between the pallor and his flock ? Does it not

appear to the world as if this eftablifhment was

inftituted to make the people fenfible of their

indigence, by a comparifon with the wealth of

the church, the dignities and preferments of wich

ferve as a provifion for the families and connec-

tions of the political robbers of the ftate, and

the political advocates for the exifting iyftem

;

fo that the Proteftant religion feems intended

rather to fupport the eftablifhment than the

eftabliihment to fupport the religion. I here

avow myfelt the zealous and earneft advocate

for the molt unqualified emancipation of my
Catholic countrymen, in the firm conviction that

the accurfed monopoly of the rights and liberties

of my country, which has hitherto effefclually

withftood the efforts of a part of the community,

muft yield to the unanimous will, to the decided

intereft, and to the general effort of a whole

people.—We muft indeed be a fpiritlefs nation if

we do not refent the bafenefs of a Britilh minifler,

who
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who has excited our hopes in order to blaft them

after. He has fported with the feelings of a

whole nation, railing the cup with one hand

to the'parched lip of expectancy ; he has darned

it to the earth with the other, in all the wanton-

nefs of infult, and with all the aggravation of

contempt. I truft the people of England are too

wife and too juft to attempt to force meafures

upon us they would reject with difdain them-

felves ; but if they fhould be fo weak, or fo

wicked, as to fuffer themfelves to be feduced by

a man to whofe foul duplicity and finefTe are

congenial,—if we are to be dragooned into

meafures againft the intereft and atrainft the

fenfe of a whole nation,—I truft in God, Britain

will find in this country a fpirit no way inferior

to her own ! If, inftead of reciprocal advantage,

nothing is to be reaped from the connection

with England but venality, injury, infult, de-

gradation, and poverty, it is acting only upon

the common feelings of human-nature if the

people of this kingdom are driven to court the

alliance of any nation able and willing to break

the chains of fuch a bondage. You are at this

moment at the moft awful period of your lives,

you ftand committed with your country, and

on this night your adoption or rejection of this

bill muft determine, in the eyes of the Iriili

nation, which of the two you reprefent—the

miniIter
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minifter of England, or the people of Ireland.

The weaknefs of your title fhould only make

you the more circuinfpect in the exercife of

your power. Will you not take warning by the

fate of the government of France, which, by

not adapting its conduct to the changes of

the public mind, has brought ruin on itfelf,

and deftruction on its country. Do not imagine

that the minds of your countrymen have been

ftationary, while that of all Europe has been

fo rapidly progreffive ; for you muft be blind

not to perceive that the whole European mind

has undergone a revolution, neither confined to

this nor to that country, but as general as the

mighty caufes which have given it birth, and

which ftill continue to feed its growth."—The

bill was at length, fatally for Ireland, rejected

by a majority of 7 1 voices ; and the houfe (land-

ing, according to the ftriking exprelfion of Mr.

O'Connor, committed with their country, were,

however tremendous the refponfibility, obliged

to abide the iffue.

Upon the whole, it was abundantly manifeft,

that the political rectitude of this deciiion de-

pended not upon the abftracT: juftice of the

claims infilled upon on the part of the Catholics,

for of this there could be no poffible doubt,

but upon the grand practical confideration how
far thofe demands could be granted with fafety

to
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to the exifting government, which refted for

fupport upon the continuance of the Proteilant

afcendency in parliament. The application of

principles, however generally or abltractedly

right, muft be determined and modified by

circumftances ; and the counfels of nations

ought to be guided by an enlightened benevo-

lence, and not by an implicit regard to any me-

taphyiic theory. Allowing and even affirming

this as a proportion moft important and in-

controvertible, it neverthelefs appears that, upon

every principle of policy as well as juftice, the

prefent claim of Catholic emancipation ought to

have been conceded in its full extent, and with

the mod: cheerful concurrence on the part of go-

vernment; for this was merely admitting them

into a participation of civil liberty, not of po-

litical power. True it is, that the representa-

tive franchife conftituted a necefTary part of the

general fyftem of emancipation 3 but, upon the

prefent fyftem of reprefentation, it was com-

puted that Scarcely twenty Catholics would

have been elected members. The queftion of

emancipation was therefore by the Catholics

invariably affociated with that of a reform in

parliament. How far this reform, in the aclual

State of Ireland, could have been granted with

Safety, was a queftion of deep political conlide-

ration : but, unhappily, it was never fuffered

fairly,
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fairly, and in its full force, to come before par-

liament. Emancipation, which was both politic

and juft, was refufed, in order to preclude the

legiflative difcuflion of this topic ; and an im-

mediate and certain danger of the higheft mag-

nitude was incurred, in order to avert a remote,

contingent, and comparatively trivial one. This

is fufficient to place the guilt and folly of thofe

who refolved on the recall of lord Fitzvvilliam

in a confpicuous point of view, particularly

alter they had by previous encouragement raifed

univerfally the moft fanguine expectations in

the minds of the Catholics, whofe fubfequent

anger and aftoniihment rauft have been excited

in the fame proportion. But on an occaiion of

this momentous nature it will be pardonable,

fhould hiftory deviate a little into the regions

of fpeculation, and enquire what would have

been the progrefs of the public mind had the

Catholic claim of emancipation been granted ?

In this cafe, as the Catholic would have flood,

as to the privileges of the conftitution, in all

refpecls upon a level with the Proteftant,—as the

nation, inltead of being diffracted by the animo-

iities of oppofing factions, would have become

one and indivifible,—by far the moft powerful

motive would have been wanting to induce

the Catholics to urge the queftion of parlia-

mentary reform with the fame earneflnefs, or

rather



302 GEORGE III.

rather vehemence, with which they profecuted

a claim in which every individual of that vaft

body was more or lefs perfonally interefted. In

cafe emancipation had been conceded, every re-

flecting Catholic would have alked himfelf, with

refpecl: to parliamentary reform, What benefit

fhall I derive from it beyond what I now enjoy ?

In general, the anfwer muft have been, " Very

little, perhaps nothing." The probability, nay

the moral certainty, therefore is, that the bulk

of the Catholics would have been well fatisfied

with that fpecies of moderate reform in church

and ftate which would have left a vaft prepon-

derance of power in the hands of the Proteftants,

who were in actual poffeffion of a vaft prepon-

derance of property. The leaders of the Catho-

lics themielves muft have been perfectly fenlible,

that to accompliih fuch a reform or change in

the fyftem of reprefcntation as would have fe-

cured to that body a majority in the houfe of

commons,—which, confidering the amazing

weight of property in the hands of the Proteft-

ants, it is indeed probable that univerfal fuffrage

itfelt would have been far from effecting,

—

muft have required an effort which, when the

Catholics were invefted with all the privileges

of the conititution, it was neither worth their

while to make, nor would they have been fup-

ported in the attempt.

Wifdom
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Wifdom and virtue are furely not confined to

Proteftants; all men amongft the Catholics,

who were not actuated by the mere phrenzy

of innovation, would have feen that, as mem-

bers of a great empire, of which they were the

minority, it was both their duty and their in-

tereft to acquiefce in the eftablifhed order of

things, even in that country of which they

conftituted the majority, when it was founded

upon, and exercifed agreeably to, the principles

of jullice and equity. Considering the hazards

and dangers of reiiftance to eftablifhed govern-

ment, it is not in human-nature that it mould

proceed, if general, from mere caprice. Great

injuries muft be previouily fuftained, and the

pallions muft be violently inflamed, before fuch

extremities are reforted to. But emancipation,

and its attendant moderate and practical re-

forms, would have annihilated the actual in-

jury fuftained by the Catholics; and an habitual

difpofition on the part of the government to

conciliation and conceffion, fo far as the general

fafety and welfare of the ftate permitted, would

effectually have banifhed from the fubfequent

inveftigation thofe angry paflions which it is

the part of a wife government to avoid exciting:

on the contrary, the oppofite emotions of grati-

tude, confidence, and affection, would by this

means have been powerfully awakened in the

breafts
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breafts of that fufceptible and generous people %

liberal allowance would have been made for

the real difficulties of government; and the

Irilh Catholics would have felt in all its force

the axiom of the celebrated Milton, who
juftly and nobly fays :

" For this is not the

liberty which we can hope for, that no grievance

ever mould arife in the commonwealth—that let

no man in this world expecl : but where com-

plaints are freely heard, deeply coniidered, and

fpeedily reformed, then is the utmoft bound

of civil liberty attained that jvvife men look

for*."

Mod unfortunately for the interefts of the

Britilli empire, her affairs had now been for ten

years in the hands of a minifter of great elo-

quence, art, and addrefs indeed, but who was

alike deftitute of that enlarged comprehenfion of

mind, and of thofe generous feelings of the

heart, which form, when combined, that greateft

of human characters—the genuine patriot ftatef-

man. The voice of Mr. Pitt, when afpiring to

political pre-eminence, had been beyond all

others loudeft in the clamor of reform \ and,

when he had attained to power, his hand was

beyond all others heavieft in the oppreflion and

perfecution of thofe who had liftened to his doc-

tiines and had afted upon his principles..

* Milton's Areopagitica.

The
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The feflion of parliament in Ireland ended

June the 5th, 1795. The lord-lieutenant, in

his fpeech, touched lightly upon the diftra&ed

ftate of the country, confequent upon the re-

jection of the late bill of emancipation; con-

tenting himfelf with an earned recommendation

to the members of both houfes to make thofe

exertions which the times demanded, and en

forcing the necellity of an exa£t fubmiffion to

the laws—An exhortation, alas ! in the prefent

temper, or rather diftemper, of the times, alto-

gether unavailing and ufelefs. From this period

the famous political alfociation ftyled the. So-

ciety of United Iriflimen rapidly extended itfelf

over the whole country, including all the Catho-

lics, and a large proportion of the Proteftants,

of the kingdom ; and from this period alfo

they began, as was previoufly predicted, to en-

tertain very dangerous views, and to form illegal

and treafonable connections and correfpondences

with the government of France. A fpirit of

univerfal difaffection prevailed. Secret oaths

of adherence to the affociation were adminifter-

ed. Agents were fent to negotiate with the

Convention. Acts of fedition, rapine, and

murder, were perpetrated by the moll defpe-

rate of the lawlefs and licentious populace

againft the bigoted and violent fupporters of

government, who, on the other hand, confede-

vol, v, x rated
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rated together for the purpofes of fecurity and

revenge, under the name of Orangemen, in

focieties ftyled Orange-Lodges, Mutual injuries

foon generated a moft inveterate and mutual

hatred between thefe twodefcriptions of citizens,

one of whom was beyond comparifon fuperior

in numbers, the other in property, in legal

authority, in military force. Thefe dhTenfions

gradually increafed, till the whole land exhibited

a fcene of confirmation, blood, and horror. It

has even been pofitively afTerted that entire

diftricts of Catholics were mercilefsly profcribed

by the human fiends ftyling themfelves Orange-

men, and compelled to remove with their fa-

milies and effects beyond the Shannon, under

the penalty of having their habitations burned,

their property deftroyed, and their perfons en-

dangered. £ To Connaught or to Hell !' was

the infernal mandate of thefe villains. Hope

fled the country ;—men acted under the infti-

gation of revenge, and took counfel of defpair.

The dreadful effects of the weak and wicked

fyftem of mis-government, recommended and

acled upon by the enemies of Catholic liberty,

and indeed of all liberty, were fully apparent.

By the operation of this fyitem Ireland was

lafhed into madnefs, and driven to crimes and

follies which her foberreafon would have lhrunk

from with deteftation.

From
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From this view of civil tranfaclions it is now

heceflary to transfer our attention to military

concerns, which can fcarcely exhibit a picture

more bloody or difaftrous. It has been al-

ready mentioned that the Britiih army, after

the abandonment of Nimeguen, took the route

of Arnheim and Deventer, under the command

of general Abercrombie. They reached the lafr

of thefe places at the end of January 1795,

clofely purfucd by a far fuperior force. In their

.precipitate retreat—or, to fpeak plainly, their

unintermitted flight—through the country, they

continued to fufTer incredible hardfhips—the

partial thaws which took place obliging the fol-

diers to wade through torrents of mud and water.

Although they every-where endeavoured to de-

ftroy the. magazines in their line of march, vaft

quantities of artillery, ammunition, and ilores,

fell into the hands of the French. After a

very fhort halt at Deventer the army moved

again toward the German frontier ; and on

the 12th of February they crofled the Ems at

Rheine, being much haraffed by the advanced

parties of the enemy. At Gronirgen the di-

vilion commanded by lord Cathcart was refufed

admittance ; but after a long feries of difmal

difafters, of which the detail may well be fpared,

the ihattered remains of this fine bodv of troops,

iuppofed, at their departure from England, to

x 2 amount
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amount to 35,000 men, now reduced to about a

fifth part of the number, reached the city of

Bremen on the 27th and 28th of March ; and

in a fhort time they embarked on board the

tranfports lying ready to receive them in the

Elbe for their native country.

Early in the new year the French armies on

the Rhine and Neckar reduced the ftrong fort

du Rhein, on the weftern bank of the river,

which covered the city of Manheim ; and form-

ed the blockade of the important town ofMentz.

During the winter negotiations had been pub-

licly carrying on between the Convention and

the court of Berlin ; and on the 5th of April a

treaty of peace was figned at Bafle between the

two powers, the chief condition of which im-

ported that the French mould continue tocccupy

that part of the Pruffian territory fituated on

the left bank of the Rhine, actually in their

polTeffipn—all definitive arrangements to be

poftponed till a general pacification fhall take

place with the German empire. By a fubfe-

quent convention a line of demarcation was

drawn, comprehending the northern circles of

Germany, beyond which the French confented

not to carry their arms ; and foon afterwards

peace was concluded with the French repub-

lic by the landgrave of HefTe-CafTel and the,

Elector of Hanover!
Unin-
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Uninterrupted conqueft ftill attended the arms

of France on the fide of the Pyrenees. The

(lege of the ftrong maritime town of Rofes,

iituated eight leagues to the north-eaftof Girone,

in the province of Catalonia, was begun about

the clofe of the preceding year (1794). The

heavy artillery had fcarcely effected a flight

breach when the volunteers of the befieging

army begged permiflion to mount ; but the

garrifon, not daring toftandtheafTault, embarked,

during the darknefs of the night, on board the

veffels lying in the harbour; and the French

took bloodlefs poffeffion of that important for-

trefs. A variety of engagements fucceeded, in

which the republicans had uniformly the advan-

tage ; and at length, gaining the open country,

no impediment feemed to remain to prevent

their marching to Madrid. But the king of

Spain, feized with juft terror, tranfmitted orders

to Don Domingo d'Yriate, whom he had no-

minated his plenipotentiary at Bade, imme-

diately to conclude a treaty of pacification,

which, on the part of the French, was figned

on the 22d of July by M. Barthelemy. By this

treaty France agreed to evacuate her conquefts

in Spain, and the Catholic king ceded to the

French republic all the Spaniih part of the ifland

of St. Domingo—an invaluable acquifition, and

capable of unlimited improvement.

x 3 The
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The grand-duke of Tufcany alfo, about this

period, refumed his fyftem of neutrality, de-

claring, in a public proclamation (March 1),

" That whilft he enjoyed the fatisfaclion of

feeing Tufcany fuperior as it were to the occur-

rences of the times, refting peaceful and quiet

on that neutrality which was conftantly refpected

by the French republic,he foundhimfelf involved

in thofe unpleafant tranfa&ions which are al-

ready known to all Europe. Although his royal

highnefs was unable to refill them, yet he con-

fented to nothing but the removal of the French

minifter refident at his court,—the only a£t which

the imperious circumftances of the times could

extort from him. And his royal highnefs now
exprefsly repeals all a£fs of adhefion, confent,

and acceffion, to the armed coalition againft the

French republic."—The campaign of this fum-

mer in Italy afforded no incident worthy of

hiftoric notice : it is fufficient to fay that the

French failed in their attempts to eftablifli them-

felves in the open country of Piedmont.

On the 7th of June the impregnable fortrefs

of Luxemburg, which had been in a ftate of

blockade from the time that France had fub-

je£ted the circumjacent country, capitulated

upon the molt honorable terms. The garrifon

confiited of 10,000 men, commanded by mare-

fchal Bender, a brave and Ikilful officer, who
might3
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might, and undoubtedly would, have continued

to defend the place, upon the works of which

little impreiuon had been made, if he had not

deemed the releafe of fo large a garrifon more

than an equivalent to the emperor for the fur-

render of a fortrefs which it was utterly out

of his power to fuccour. The pofleilion of

Luxemburg completed the conqueft of the

country to the left of the Rhine, with the ex-

ception of Mentz, which had now been fruit-

lefsly befieged for feveral months. The Au-

ftrians, commanded by generals Clairfait and

Wurmfer, maintained an uninterrupted inter-?

-courfe with the garrifon, from Caffel, on the

oppofite bank. It being at length perceived

that the city could not be reduced until a perfecl

inveftrnent was formed, a very large body of the

French troops, under general Jourdain, paffed

the Rhine for that purpofe at DuMeldorf, which

furrendered without refiftance— the Auftrians

retiring to a ftrong pofition on the Lahn.

Another body, equal in force, commanded by

general Pichegru, erYe&ed the paflage of the

river at Manheim, of which city they took im-

mediate poffeinon, on terms very favorable to

the inhabitants. The inveftrnent of Mentz
was now at laft accomplished, and a confident

hope was entertained of its fpeedy capitulation j

ib.ut the event ihewed the uncertainty of war :

x 4 a di-
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a divifion of general Pichegru's army being

ordered to the attack of a poft neceflary to

prevent the junction of the forces of Clairfait

and Wurmfer, now marching to the relief of

Mentz, were overpowered, and compelled to

retreat with precipitation to Manheim ; and

Jourdain, thus deprived of the expected co-ope-

ration of Pichegru, found his pofition no longer

tenable. The Auftrians alfo, by an attack on

neutral territory, had taken part of his heavy

artillery: Jourdain was therefore obliged to

raife the fiege, and repaiTed the Rhine at DufTel-

dorf, much haraffed by general Clairfait in his re-

treat. The Auftrians even purfued the enemy

acrofs the river, and beat up the quarters of

the French, fpreading terror over the country as

far as Luxemburg.

General Wurmfer, on the other fide, pro-

ceeded to the attack of Manheim ; and in re-

venge for the too eafy furrender of this place to

the French by the elector, who was anxious for

its prefervation, the Auftrians immediately began

a bombardment, which in a fhort time deftroyed

the principal buildings, public and private, of

that beautiful city, reducing it to a fcene of

horrible defolation ; and of thefe fmoking

ruins, once Manheim, the befiegers, after making

the ufual regular approaches, had the fatisfac-

tion to become mafters, the garrifon furrendering

themfelves
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themfelves prifoners of war. Various indecifive

encounters took place between the different

armies during the remainder of this campaign,

which was at length terminated by an armiitice

of three months, agreed upon by the gene-

rals, and ratified by the refpeclive belligerent

powers.

The marine of France being extremely re-

duced by the difafters of the war, the naval

tranfa£tions of the prefent fummer, owing to

the extreme caution of the enemy, are not very

interefling or memorable. In the month of

March an engagement took place in the Me-
diterranean, off the coaft of Corfica, between

two fquadrons of nearly equal force, command-

ed by the admirals Hotham and Richery, which

terminated honorably for the EngliiTi. The Ca-

Ira of eighty, and the Cenfeur of feventy-four

guns, ftruck to the Britifh flag: but on the other

hand the French unfortunately captured the

Berwick, of feventy-four guns, on its way to

join the fleet ; and the Illuftrious, of the fame

rate, being much damaged in the fight, was

driven on fhore, and loft near Avenza.

The very fkilful and gallant retreat of ad-

miral Cornwallis, with a fmall fquadron of fivs

lliips of the line, from a far fuperior force, is

not undeferving of hiftoric mention. The ad-

miral had been for fome weeks cruizing off

Belleifle,
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Belleiile, where he had made fome valuable

mercantile captures ; but on the 16th of June,

Handing in with the land near the Penmarks,

the Phaeton frigate made a fignal for an ene-

my's fleet, coniifting of no lefs than thirteen

line-of-battle ihips. At nine the next morning

the French began the attack, which was vigo-

roufly repelled by the Englifh, who kept up a

running fight the whole day, without fuffering

the enemy to gain the leaffc advantage. At

length, by a well-timed and happy deception,

fignals were thrown out, by ihe repeating-

frigate, that a fuperior Britifh fleet was in fight,

on which the French thought it moil prudent

to flieer off.

But on the 23d of the fame month this very

fquadron actually fell in with a fuperior fleet,

under lord Bridport, off Port L'Orient. The

engagement began early in the morning, and

lafted till three in the afternoon, by which time

three capital ihips had ftruck their colors. The

reft of the fquadron, keeping clofe in ihore,

efcaped into L'Orient. On the other hand, the

French made, in the month of October, a cap-

ture of thirty merchantmen from the Mediter-

ranean and Levant, with a fhip of the line,

conflituting part of the convoy.

In the Weft Indies, notwithstanding the dis-

parity of naval force, the French, after recover-.

wg
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ing the whole of Guadaloupe, attacked with

fuccefs the fort of Tiburon in St. Domingo,

and made themfelves matters of St. Euftatius.

Their celebrated leader, Victor Hugues, found

means to excite fuch dangerous infurre£tions

of the negroes and people of color in the Eng-

lifli iflands, that to attempt any other than de-

fenlive meafures feemed wholly impracticable.

St. Lucia, after a violent and bloody conflict

with the infurgents, was reluctantly evacuated

by the governor-general, Stewart ; and Gre-

nada, Dominique, and St. Vincent's, were pre-

ferved with great difficulty. What the fword

fpared were taken off by the ravages of the

yellow-fever—a fpecies of peftilential diforder

which now for the firfl time appeared, at leaft

in its prefent dreadful form, in thofe baneful

climes ; and the Weft Indies proved, as ufual,

the grave of the Europeans who were deftined

to that fatal fervice.

A war, originating in an accidental and tri-

vial caufe, was alfo commenced, on the part of

the Engliih government in Jamaica, again ft the

Maroon Indians, a free nation inhabiting a

mountainous tract in the interior of the ifland.

As they were juitly deemed very hoftile and

dangerous neighbours, the war was condu6red

in the dreadful fpirit of extermination ; and

fi. new fpecies of warfare, new at leaft to Eng-

land,
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land, was reforted to by the governor, lord

Baicarras, who fent to Cuba for a corps of

Spanifli chaiTcurs, with blood-hounds, to hunt

down thefe wretched Indians, the miferable re-

mains of whom were, in the refult, tranfported

acrofs the ocean, to perilh amid the fnows of

Upper Canada.

In the month of October 1794, in confe-

rence of the rapid progrefs of the French

arms, an urgent application was made by the

Dutch merchants to the Britith minifter for leave

to depofit their treafure and ftores in England,

without paying the duty ad valorem at the Cuf-

tom-houfe. But Mr. Pitt replied, " That he

could not confent to relax the revenue-laws in

this inftance, fince it would only ferve to pro-

pagate in this country the groundlefs and chime'

rical apprehenjions entertained in Holland." On
the loth of January following, neverthelefs, a

royal proclamation was iffued, permitting all

goods, wares, merchandize, &c. belonging to

the inhabitants of the United Provinces, to be

landed in any of the ports of Great Britain,

and to be fecured in the warehoufes of his

majefty, &c. But the time was now paft j the

French were in poffeffion of Holland, and no

benefit could be derived from this tardy indul-

gence. A very abrupt termination, however,

of thefe friendly difpofitions took place on the

part
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part of the Britifh government ; for, on the 19th

of January, a new proclamation was ifTued, con-

formably to the minifterial pole-ftar of exifting

circumftances, abftracled from all confideration

either profpe£tive or retrofpe&ive—containing

peremptory orders to feize whatever Dutch vef-

fels were found in the ports of Great Britain

;

in confequenee of which, five fhips of war

were fecured lying in Plymouth Sound, nine

Eaft-Indiamen, and about fixty fail of other

veflels. On the 9th of February a third procla-

mation was publifhed, authorizing the capture

of all Dutch ihips and property ; and letters of

marque and reprifal were alfo, after an interval

of fome months, granted ; fo that war againft

Holland was virtually declared : And, before the

end of the fummer, the famous fettlement of the

Cape furrendered to vice-admiral Elphinftone

almoft without refiftance.

Although this conquelt was calculated to

flatter the vanity of the people of England, it

is certain that every purpofe of real commercial

advantage was fully anfwered by it while in

the pofleflion of the Dutch. The ceflion of it

therefore to this country would only entail upon

Great Britain in perpetuity an ufelefs expenfe,

caufing a frefh increafe to the enormous influ-

ence of the crown, by the additional offices of

which it would neceflarily have the difpofal.

It
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It could not fail, likewife, to be remembered

by the nations of Europe, that the original pre-

text for the war was the protection of the

Dutch commonwealth, whofe territory we had

not heiitated to difmember, and of whofe pro-

perty we had now {hown ourfelves at leaft as

ftrongly difpofed as France to join in the pil-

lage and the plunder. If the object, of the war

was the defence of Holland, whofe moft doubt-

ful rights the court of London had arfe&ed to

guard with fuch vigilant jealoufy, the Britiili

minifters might conlider themfelves as of all

ftatefmen the mod: unfortunate "in being fo foon

compelled, not merely to relinquifh their object,

but to aft upon a principle diametrically oppo-

fite to the grand and primary purpofe of their

own fyftem of policy.

But of all the naval expeditions of the pre-

fent fummer, by far the moft memorable was

that which was attempted by the Engiifh go-

vernment in aid of the inhabitants of La Ven-

dee and La Loire. In order to exhibit a clear

and connected view of this moft difaftrous en-

terprize, it will be requifite to take a general re-

trofpect of the interior and domeiiic concerns of

France. At the commencement of the year

1795, the rebellion in the ancient provinces of

Anjou, Poitou, and Brittany, inhabited chiefly

by a barbarous, ignorant, and. bigoted race,

blindly
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blindly attached to their priefts, as barbarous

and as ignorant as themfelves, feemed, in con-

fequence of the lenient meafures adopted by

the new government, nearly and happily fup-

preffed. On the 3d of March a formal treaty

was figned by general Cancleaux with the chiefs

of the Vendeans and Chouans, fo named from

their nocturnal depredations, who made their

public entry into the city of Xantz, Charette

himfelf being at the head of the procefiion, ac-

companied by the Conventional reprefentatives

—the people ceafing not to exclaim, " Vive la

paix! Vive l'union !" It was however remarked,

that Charette and his companions in arms ap-

peared filent and melancholy, as if they already

repented their engagements of fubmiffion to the

republic.

Although the different parties into which the

Convention was divided had coalefced, in order

to effecl: the overthrow of the infamous Robe-

fpierre, no fooner had the common danger fub-

iided, than the ancient and rooted animolity

of the oppofmg factions began once more to

difplay itfelf ; and a violent ftruggle foon fuc-

ceeded between thofe who, having acted with

Robefpierre, wiflied rather to mitigate than to

abolilh the atrocities of the revolutionary go-

vernment—and thofe who were defirous not

merely to eitablifh a regular conftitution, but to

bring
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bring thofe perfons to punifhment whom they

regarded as the aiders and abettors of the Robefc

pierrian tyranny. Since the reftoration of the

remaining reprefentatives of the Gironde party,

and the freedom of debate, the latter defcrip-

tion of members had obtained a decided au-

thority in the Convention. On the 27th of De-

cember, 1794, Merlin of Douay, reported from

the united committees, that there was ground

for examining into the conduct of Barrere, Bil-

laud Varennes, Collot D'Herbois, and Vadier.

A decree, inftituting the propofed enquiry, im-

mediately pafled, and a commiffion of twenty-

one members was appointed to report upon the

facts imputed in the denunciations. Certainly

it may well admit of a doubt, confidering all

circumftances, whether this procedure of the

prevailing party in the Convention was the

refult of a pure and enlightened patriotifm, or

whether it was fuggefted in whole, or in part,

by the bafe and criminal motives of perfonal

hatred and revenge. The characters of fome

of the prefent Conventional leaders,—of Mer-

lin, the author of the late report for inftance—or

of Tallien, the Mark Antony, as he has been

ftyled, of the revolution, a man immerfed in dif-

lipation and pleafure,—did not, it muft be ac-

knowledged, countenance the opinion of any

heroic exertion of virtue. The accufation of

Barrere
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Barrere was very unpopular. That extraordi-

nary man had been known on various occafions

to employ his influence in alleviating the hor-

rors of that mercilefs tyranny of which he was

on other occafions the too well-known and

active inftmment. He had alfo the merit of

joining, when the fuccefs was as yet very doubt-

ful, the combination formed againft the monfter

Robefpierre ; but, above all, the wonderfully

energetic fpeech by which he encouraged and

incited the people of France to rife as one man,

and expel the hirelings of defpots from the ter-

ritories of the republic, refounded Mill in the

ears of every genuine friend of liberty. The

criminal violence of that committee of which

he had been a member was abforbed in the re-

collection of the victories gained under its au-

ipices j and now that fo many facrifices had

been made to the majefty of offended jufrice,

the public feemed willing that the errors and

even the delinquencies of men placed in ftations

fo perilous, and charged with the fafcty of their

country, contending for its exiftence againft a

confederacy fo potent and profligate, mould, for

the fake of their political merits, be for ever bu-

fied in oblivion.

On the 2d of March (1795) the report from

the Committee of Twenty-one was made by

*M, Saladin, who declared that tha accufed had

vojl. v, Y exercifed
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exercifed a defpotic influence over the national

reprefentation, and that their guilt was manifeft.

The trial of the deputies was then fixed for the

22d of March, before which Vadier found

means to efcape in the difguife of a courier. A
moil able defence in behalf of the accufed was
made, not by themfelves merely, but by Lindet

and Carnot, two members of the fame Com-
mittee of Safety, but who were exempted from

the decree of accufation. They infifted with

one voice, that, during the tyranny of Robef-

pierre, they had all acted under compuliion,

and that the individual who had dared to on-
i.

pofe the ufurper mull have been inevitably fa-

crificed. In the mean time, extreme diffatis-

faclion, fomented by the Jacobin party, was

apparent amongft the lower claffes of the Pari-

sians, and, on the 111 of April, an immenfe and

defperate multitude proceeded to the hall of the

Convention, exclaiming, that they were the

fame men who had flood forward on behalf of

the nation on the 14th of July, the 10th of Au-

g.uft, and the 31 ft of May. They faid they were

refolved to be free, and that the accufed patriots

mould not be facrificed to the paiiions o the

other party. For feveral fucceilive hours the

Convention remained hnprifoncd in the hall

where they held their fellion, and were obliged

to hear and to endure the intuits and menaces

of



GEORGE III. 323

of thefe lawlefs ruffians. But the reign of Ja-

cobinifm was fhort : the citizens affembled in

arms at the found of the tocfm, and marched

in great force before evening towards the hall,

furrounding it on all fides for the protection of

the National Convention. A decree was palled

to punifli the agitators of thefe diforders, and

Dumont obferved, " that all thefe tumults were

excited only to prevent the trials of the three

great criminals. Let us (faid he) abolifli the

pain of death, but call out thefe monfters from

our fociety." It Was accordingly decreed, that

Barrere, Collot, and Billaud Varennes, Ihould

be tranfported to Guiana, and that they ihould

be fent thither immediately. General Pichegru

being at this time in Paris, was appointed by

the Convention to the command of the armed

force of that great city. By his authority and

exertions tranquillity was foon reftored, and the

occalion embraced to arreft divers other leaders

of the Mountain or Jacobin faclion, who were

fent to the cattle of Ham in Picardy, amongft

whom were Choudieu and Duhem ; and the

lift of the profcribed was afterwards increafed

by a large addition of names—Thuriot, Levaf-

feur, and Cambon, being of the number.

Though the conduft of the Convention might

upon the whole feem praife-worthy, it could

not be concealed that they punimed the abufes

x- 2 of
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of arbitrary power upon arbitrary principles,

uniting in themfelves the difcordant characters

of accufers, witnefies, and judges ; and the

eftablifhment of a regular conftitution of go-

vernment became more and more the anxious

object of the general wifh. Before the end of

April, a committee of eleven was nominated for

the important purpofe of organizing a conftitu-

tional code for the confideration of the Conven-

tional AfTembly, confifting of Thibeaudeau, Le-

paux, Languinais, BoifTy D'Anglas, Louvet,

Daunon, and five others of lefs note.

The trial of the infamous Fouquier Tinville,

the public accufer, and the ex-judges and jurors

of the late Revolutionary Tribunal, was, from

various caufes, deferred till the 8th of May of

the prefent year. The greateft crimes and

atrocities being clearly proved againft this abo-

minable court of judicature, amounting to an

actual and complete fubverfion of all public

juftice, and to the fubftitution in its room of a

fyftem of judicial affaffination,—the wretch Fou-

quier, and fifteen others, who occupied the

ftations either of judges or jurors of this detefta-

Jble tribunal, were executed the following morn-

ing, amidft the execrations of the people.

At this period the Convention concluded

(May 15) not only a definitive treaty of peace,

but of alliance ofFenfive and defensive, with

the



GEORGE III. 325

the Dutch republic, whofe territories, confidered

as thofe of a vanquifhed foe, had been treated

by the French with remarkable lenity and mo-

deration. Indeed, the Convention had from

the firft diftinguiihed between the ftadtholder

and the people of the Seven United Provinces j

regarding the latter as enemies only fo far as

they entered into the views and meafures of the

former, which it was notorious that a vaft majo-

rity of them difapproved and detefted. The

articles of the treaty were upon the whole very

equitable and even generous ; but equity and

generofity proved eventually, in this cafe, as in

moll others, the beft policy. The Convention

acknowledged and guarantied the indepen-

dence of the republic, and alfo the abolition

of the ftadtholderate ; and they agreed to make

no peace with any country in which Holland

ihould not be included. All the arfenals and

magazines were refiored ; and, as the operations

of the war were for the future to be carried on

in concert, the Dutch government was even al-

lowed the privilege of fending a deputy who
mould fit and have a deliberative voice in the

Committee of Public Welfare at Paris. All the

Dutch territories were reftored without referve,

excepting that part of Dutch Flanders which

lies to the fouth of the Maefe—Maeftricht,

Venjo, and their dependencies. And, at the

y 3 epoch
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epoch of a general peace, celTion fliall be made
to the United Provinces, of portions of terrir

tory equivalent in extent to the ceflions made on.

their part, and in the fituation moft convenient

to the republic.

The exiled deputies of the Jacobin faction

had embarked on board different veffels, in or-

der to proceed on their voyage to Guiana ; but

Cambon and Thuriot having, unfortunately for

the country, effected their efcape, found means

to excite, upon their fecret arrival in Paris, an-

other and more dangerous infurrecfion than the

former j previous to which, feditious placards

were pofted up in various parts of the city,

where a fcarcity approaching to famine at this

time prevailed, prefaced with the alarming and

paradoxical principle, " that infurrection is the

moft facred duty of the people." Early on the

20th of May, the tocfin was founded in the faux-

bourg St. Antoine, and the generate beaten. On
the meeting of the Convention, a decree paffed,

ordering all the citizens to their refpeclive fec-

tions, outlawing every perfon who mould head

the infurgents, and declaring the fitting perma-

nent. But, in defiance of thefe injunctions, a

vaft multitude furrounded, as before, the hall

of the Convention, which was ordered to be

cleared, and the gendarmes were fummoned

to protect the perfons of the deputies, and a

fevere
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.evere conflict took place between the foldicry

and the infurgents. Loud cries were heard in

the environs of the hall, clamoring for bread

and the conftitution of 1793. At length, ge-

neral Hoche was appointed to the command of

the whole armed force of Paris, but the difor-

ders in the hall of fitting ftill continued ; and,

in the midft of the tumult, one of the national

reprefentatives, Ferrand, was killed by repeated

ftrokes of a iabre, in one of the corridores, bis

head being afterwards fevered from the body,

and brought into the hall of the Convention

upon a pike. Boiffy-D'Anglas, the president,

remained firm and immoveable during: this fcene

of violence and uproar—the Convention refem-

bling more a camp of armed men than -an afiem-

bly of legiflators. But a great number of the

members of the Gironde having graduallv left

the hall, the Mountain or Jacobin party, find-

ing themfelves the majority, took advantage of

this moment of conrternation and terror to re-

peal feveral decrees which had been at differ

rent times levelled againft them, amid the en-

thuliaftic acclamations of the populace. This

ufurped authority was of fhort duration—the

military, accompanied by a great number of ci-

tizens in arms, making their appearance in

great force, on which the multitude made their

.sJCcape through doors and windows with great

y 4 preci-
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precipitation. The pretended decrees of repeal

were then, on the motion of Bourdon de 1'Oife,

themfelves repealed, or rather annulled, and fe-

veral of the Jacobin members concerned in the

tranfa£tion put under arreft.

Thefe mocking diforders, though fupprefled,

were not extinguifhed ; for, on the next day,

the Convention was again furrounded by the

populace in the like manner j and cannon being

planted in the Place of the Caroufel, a deputa-

tion was reluctantly admitted from the infur-

gents. To the demands of this deputation the

prefident was compelled to return a favorable

anfwer, and to the fubfequent difgrace of giving

the fraternal embrace to the members of it, who
were alfo invited to the honors of the fitting. <

On the third day, the Convention, amidft ap-

prehenfions and alarms, refumed the exercife of

their functions. But, on the fourth, the inha-

bitants of the fauxbourgs were once more pre-

paring to attack the hall of the Convention,

when the citizens of Paris again rofe in defence

of the national reprefentatives, every avenue4

to

the Tuilleries being filled with armed citizens.

The Conventional AfTembly, thus fupported,

took courage, and declared the fauxbourg St.

Antoine in a ftate of rebellion, and ordered the

fections of Paris, fuftained by the regular mili-

tary force, to march inftantiy again.it them. The

wretched
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wretched and deluded populace feeing them-

felves inverted on every fide, and expofed to

aru immediate cannonade or bombardment, at

length furrendered at difcretion. A decree of

the Convention then paffed for tlifarming the

Jacobins ; the ufe of pikes was abolilhed, and

the cannon of the feveral feclions delivered up

by order of the Convention. Several arrefts

and executions of the leaders of this dangerous

infurre£tion followed immediately the final fup-

preffion of it ; order was every where reftored,

and the flaming Mountain was once more over-

thrown. Its famous chiefs, Collot D'Herbois,

Billaud Varennes, and Barrere, were remanded

back to take their trial ; but the two former

had already failed, and Barrere only remained,

who was committed to clofe imprifonment.

The infurre&ion of the Jacobins in Paris de-

pended upon, and was concerted with, various

others in the different departments. At Lyons,

at Toulon, and Marfeilles, that furious faction

made efforts, with all the violence of defpair, to

rept)ffefs themfelves of the power they had fo

infamoufly abufed, and fo defervedly loft; but

they were without much difficulty defeated. At
Lyons, the re-a£tion was terrible—the chief

agents and inftrumcnts of Collot D'Herbois

having been maffacred in prifon ; and, in other

towns,
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•towns, vengeance had taken place of law, though

not perhaps of juftice.

During thefe commotions in Paris and the

fouthern provinces, the chiefs of the revolters

in the departments of La Vendee and La Loire,

fo recently reconciled to the French govern-

ment, again manifefted a difpofition to refume

their arms, which tfrey had with extreme reluc-

tance consented ever to lay down. It is how-

ever probable that their fubmiffion, though in-

voluntary, was fincere in the firft inftance, and

that they were ftimulated by the intrigues of

the emigrants refident in England, and by the

magnificent promifes of the court of London,

which^ engaging to fecond their renewed efforts

by a powerful defcent upon the French coaft,

covered by a grand naval armament, fatally de-

luded thefe devoted victims of an interefted and

foreign ambition to their utter and remedilefs

ruin. The vigilance of the deputies on million

in La Vendee, in the month of May, detected,

the correfpondence which thefe perfons carried

on with the emigrants in England, and through

them with the Englifh minirtry ; and Comartin,

with fix other chiefs, were arretted on the evi-

dence of intercepted letters. At the latter end

of the fame month, the Chouans began to em-

body in confiderabJe force ; and, while the roy?

alifts
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alifts were forming arrangements in the inte-

rior of France, preparations were making in

England for an invafion on the coaft of Brittany,

in which a very large body of the emigrants

was to be employed. The perfon appointed to

the command of this expedition was a M. Pui-

faye, a man who had been very unfteady in

his political attachments, and whofe character

flood impeached at the fame time for want of

courage and want of honefty. The fecond in

command was M. D'Hervilly, an officer form-

erly in high rank in the French king's gardes-

du-corps, and equally fo in military reputation

and general efteem. It was well underflood

that this romantic expedition, planned by M.
Puifaye, in concert with the Englifh cabinet,

was by no means approved by M. D'Hervilly,

who deemed neverthelefs his honor engaged to

embark himfelf and his fortunes in this wild

attempt. The count de Sombreuil alfo, a young

man of uncommon talents, and of the molt

amiable difpolition, was folicited by minifters,

and confented, not without great reluclance,

Jo take a part in this Quixotic enterprize.

In the beginning of June the advanced guard

of the army, conliiling of between 4 and 5,000

men, chiefly emigrants, were embarked in tranf-

ports, under the convoy of a fquadron com-

manded by fir John Borlafe Warren. Previous

to
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to their departure, many thoufand copies of a

paftoral letter, written by the bitliop of Dol,

who alfo failed in the fleet, were difperfed

throughout the difarTe£ted departments. It was

printed in London ; and amongft many affer-

tions equally abhorrent from good fenfe and ra-

tional policy were to be found in it the follow-

ing marked expreffions—" Que la meme que

Dieu eft independant par lieu meme et par fa

nature, de meme auffi le Roi eft independant

a l'egard de fes fujets, et fous les ordres de

Dieu qui feul peut lui demander corrtpte de

Fufage qu'il fait de fon autorite." After being

fixteen days at fea, the fleet anchored between

the Ifle Dieu and that of Noirmoutier. The

army of Charette was then very near ; but it

did not fuit the views of M. Puifaye to join that

chieftain, under whom he muft have acled a

comparatively infignificant part. On the 25th

of June the fleet anchored in Quiberon-Bay.

M. D'Hervilly went on fhore by himfelf, and

had fome converfation with the inhabitants of

the neighbouring village of Carnac ; after which

he determined that it would not be for the ad-

vantage of the fervice to make the defeent in

this place. But being over-ruled by the united

opinions of fir John Warren and M. Puifaye,

on the evening of the 26th the boats were

manned, and at break of day the troops made

good
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good their landing near the village. Two or

three hundred republican militia, affembled on

the beach, at firft made a (hew of refiftance,

but they were eafily routed, and fled towards

Aurai—great demonitrations of joy being made
for this fuccefs in the village and its vicinity.

Large bodies of men, habited like peafants,

came from different parts to fee the army, pre-

tending to partake in this premature triumph/

To thefe perfons the moft profufe diftribution of

arms, of ammunition, and other neceffaries, was

made, without any certificate of loyalty, or draw-

ing any line of discrimination. In this way

28,000 mufquets were faid to be given, or ra-

ther thrown away, and other articles to an in-

credible amount.

The emigrant army was foon diflributed into

quarters of cantonment on more, where they

continued till the 2d of July. In this interval

they were joined by fome thoufands of Chou-

ans, who could not be retrained within any

rules of difcipline, and whofe mode of war-

fare was wholly defultory and capricious. They

attacked only by furprize, and difperfed when-

ever they were themfelves affaulted by the re-

gular troops, however great the disparity in

number. After much altercation between Pui-

faye and D'Hervilly, it was at length deter-

mined to attack the fort of Quiberon, garrifoned

by
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by 600 republican troops, which furrendered

with flight refiftance ; after which a refolution

was taken to remove the army within the pen-

infula and fort, ftill retaining Carnac as an ad-

vanced poft. This was, however, immediately

forced by the republican troops, now Collecting

in great numbers, under the command of ge-

neral Hoche, and the Anglo-emigrant army was

fhut up in the peninfula of Quiberon. From

this period to the 15th the republicans were

employed in conftru&ing the molt formidable

works on the heights of St. Barbe, and every

confederate perfon in the Englifh army, now
conlifting of 12,000 men of all descriptions, was

convinced of the neceffity of a retreat. On the

contrary, however, the remaining provifions and

ftores were landed from the tranfports upon the

peninfula, as if it were a ftation perfectly tena-

ble. On the night of the 15th a Jortie was de-

termined upon, and a detachment, confuting of

near half the troops fit for fervice, marched to

attack the entrenchments of St. Barbe. The

republican troops were well prepared to receive

them. After a feint of refinance they fell back

to their entrenched camp, purfued by the Eng-

liih and emigrant troops in confidence of vic-

tory: but on a fudden a mafked battery of grape-

mot was opened upon them, which did incon-

ceivable execution. Almoft in a moment the

whole
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;

whole army of the affailants was thrown into

confufion, which in a very lhort time was con-

verted into an abfolute flight ; and had not the

6re from the Britifh (hipping Hopped the pro-

grefs of the republican columns, fcarcely a man

would have efcaped. In this difaitrous affair

M. D'Hervilly was feverely wounded, and from

this time defpair feized upon the minds of all.

The emigrant regiments being recruited from

the French prifons in England, great numbers

had entered merely with the view of regaining

their native country ; and the defertions, which

were from the firft exceedingly prevalent, now

increafed to fuch a degree, that a fingle regi-

ment, between the 15th and 20th of July, loll

nearly 150 men.

During thefetranfacfions M.de Puifaye feem-

ed to attend merely to his perfonal gratifica-

tions, living in all the ftate and luxury that

his fituation, as commander, admitted of; and

as he was from the firft the contempt, he now
became the deteftation, of the army, who, fince

the misfortune of M. D'Hervilly, had fixed their

eyes upon the young and gallant Sombreuil as

the only man in whom they could place their

confidence. On the night of the 20th a dread-

ful ftorm blew from the weft, accompanied with

a deluge of rain ; and the men who occupied

the advanced pofts were employed in feeking

ihelter
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{helter from the inclemency of the weather, ra-

ther than in guarding againft the approach of*

an enemy. In the mean time the republicans,

conducted by a number of intelligent deferters,

palling -along the low and level fhore of the

peninfula, climbed the rocks without being dis-

covered, and attacked the fort before there

arofe the leaft fufpicion of danger. M. Puifaye,

on the firft alarm, after directing M. Sombreuil,

as that brave and unfortunate officer himfelf

tells us, to wait his orders, took the fingularly

prudent precaution of halting on board a fhip

which he fecured for his retreat, abandoning

his followers to their fate. Great numbers of

the emigrants, amongft whom was the regiment

of D'Hervilly, grounded their arms, and ex-

claimed " Vive la Republique /" The reft, ani-

mated by the example of the young Sombreuil,

maintained an unequal and dreadful conflict.

The Emigrants, Englifh, and Chouans, in the

fort, exceeded 10,000 ftrong, a vaft majority

of whom were either killed or taken prifoners

;

although the number of the affailants is ftated

at no more than 3,000 men. A few individuals

palled in open boats, through a tempeftuous fea,

to the Englifh fquadron lying off the bay.

Amongft the wretched captives who knew

the fate which awaited them, were heard many
voices pouring out execrations againft thofe who

had
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"had lent them thither in order to be facrificed.

The excellent Sombreuil, the bigoted but re-

fpeclable bilhop of Dol, with divers of his

clergy who accompanied him, with mod of the

emigrant officers, were tried by a military tri-

bunal, and (hot; but with regard to the privates

great lenity was fhewn. Ten thoufand (land

of arms were taken, and magazines and cloth-

ing for 40,000 men : fix fhips that arrived the

evening before the action, laden with rum, bran-

dy, and provifions, alfo fell into the hands of

the republicans. Thus ended the viiionary pro-

ject of the Britifh miniftry for penetrating to

the city of Paris on this fide of the country.

So long as La Vendee, 'and the neighbouring

departments, were almoft univerfally in arms

againlt the republican government,—fo long as

their numerous armies, infpired with an heroic

and invincible courage, determined to defend

what to their darkened and deluded minds ap-

peared to be the caufe of God and their coun-

try,—no attempt was made on the part of the

Britiih miniiters to fuccour and relieve them ;

but, as foon as their caufe became utterly hope-

lefs, they were by the moll infidious arts in-

veigled to incur freih dangers, and to expofe

themfelves to the reproach of having violated

their recent and folemn engagements ; and

thoufands of their emigrant countrymen were

vol.v, . z lent
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fent to co-operate with them in this project of

infanity and wickednefs. The chiefs of the re-

volters, Charette and Stofflet, carried on for fome

months after this a defultory and defperate war-

fare, but were at length completely vanquiihed,

and received the punifhment of their demerits.,

-—the former, with his dying breath, venting

curfes upon the cabinet of England. When
we confider coolly, if indeed it were pollible

coolly to confider, the thoufands of lives wan-

tonly, barbaroufly, and infamoufly facriflced in

this horrible expedition, what lhall the pen of

Hiftory fay of the man who, at this period,

guided and directed the counfels of Britain ?

Could fo callous a heart, and fo cold an imagi-

nation, be awakened to a juft fenfe of its deep

and inexpiable guilt, hofts of bloody fpeclres

would haunt his folitude, his ears would be

appalled with vilionary fhrieks, the very air

would utter loud laments, and he would be

doomed to feel all the tortures of remorfe, all

the unutterable agonies of defpair *.

In

* In remarking upon the conduct of the pfefent war, the

natural fagacity of Mr. Burke, the flaming and furious advo-

cate of it, and who, in difcufring the caul'es and the objects of

it, is almoft uniformly the llave of prejudice and paflion, con-

fpicuoufly difcovers itl'elf. He obferves truly, " That a vait

army might have been maintained in La V 'idee at a far le/s

cxpenfe than has been thrown away upon trop al adventures.

We
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In the review of the interior Mate of France,

it is neceflary to mention, that the infant Capet,

only ion of the late king, expired June 9, (1795)

in the prifon of the Temple, where he had

been confined iince the fatal 10th of Auguft,

1792. His habit was fickly, and his ill health

was no doubt increafed by the want of proper

exercife ; but it does not appear that he fuf-

fered under any peculiar harflmefs of treatment.

The princefs, his lifter and companion, was in

a ihort time releafed, being exchanged with

We fhould have had an ally in the heart of the country,

•who, at one time, would have added 80,000 men to what-

ever force we had lent thither, all animated by principle, by

enthuhafm, and vengeance,—motives which fecured them to

the caufe in a very different manner from fome of thofe allies

whom we fnbfidized with millions. Warring there, we fhould

have led our arms to the capital of wrong; an impregnable

rampart would have been formed between the enemy and

his naval power. We are probably the only nation who have

declined to aft againft an enemy when it might have been

done in his own country ; and who, having an armed, a pow-

erful, and a long- victorious ally in that country, declined

all effectual co-operation, and fullered him to perjlh for want

of fupport. Had we brought the main of our force to bear

upon that quarter, all the operations of the Britifh and Im-
perial crowns would have been combined ; the war wouJd
have had fyftem, correfpondence, and a certain direction

:

but, as the war has been purfued, the operations of the two
crowns have not the fmallefr. degree of mutual bearing or re-

lation." Thoughts on a Regicide Peace, p. 155. Fortunately

for France, the counfels of this Ahitophel were neglected ; for

which he would, in the opinion of many, have done well to

follow the example of his prototype.

z 2 the
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the court of Vienna for the deputies delivered

-up by the treachery of Dumouriez, and for the

two ambafladors, Semonville and Maret, who
had been bafely feized on neutral ground, con-

trary to the law of nations, and detained pri-

foners by the Auftrian government.

The plan of the new conftitution was pre-

fented by the Committee of Eleven, on the

23chof June, the report being made by Boifly

D'Anglas. After much difcuflion, and various

alterations, the Conftitutional A6t was, on the

23d of Auguft, declared complete, and referred

to the primary aflemblies for their approbation

and acceptance. The principal features of this

conftitution were thefe:—The legiflative power

was veiled in two councils, chofen through the

medium of the electoral aflemblies ; the one

confifting of 500, the other of 250 members.

To the former, ftyled the Legiflative Council,

belonged the propofmg,—to the latter, ftyled

the Senate or Council of Elders, the confirming

of laws j and no perfon could be a member of

the fenate who had not completed his fortieth

year—One third of the members of each coun-

cil to be re-chofen every year. The execu-

tive power was delegated to a Directory of

five members, to be partially renewed by the

election ot one member in regular rotation.

The mode of election was for the Council of

Five
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Five Hundred to make out, by fecret fcrutiny,

a lift of ten perfons, from which the fenate by

fecret fcrutiny alfo mould felect one. The ju-

dicial power to refide in judges of department

and diftrict, chofen by the electoral alfemblies,

and an high tribunal of appeal and capation, or

annulment, eftablifhed by the fame mode of

election for the whole kingdom. This was cer-

tainly the outline of a free and noble conftitu-

tion ; but the beneficial effect of it was entirely

counteracted by one egregious and fatal error.

The two councils were virtually rendered per-

manent, the Directory not being inverted with

the effentially neceffary power of convening and

proroguing thofe formidable bodies agreeably

to their difcretion : and as the minifters of the

executive government were, by another error

of great though fecondary magnitude, not ad-

mitted to feats in the legiflative alfemblies, an

oppofition of interefts was inftantly and inevi-

tably created. The councils were irrefiflibly

tempted to encroach upon the functions of the

executive power ; and in effect two diftinct go-

vernments were eftablifhed by the fame act.

To this may be added, that the executive au-

thority was much weakened by being com-

mitted to five perfons, between whom diffe-

rences and divilions might be expected to arife,

2 3 inftead
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inftead of a fingle individual, under whatever
name.

On the 5th Fru&idor (Auguft 22), previous

to the tranfmiffion of the Conftitutional Act to

the primary affemblies, the Convention decreed

that the elective bodies mould, in appointing

the deputies to the legiflative body, choofe two-

thirds from amongft the members of the prefent

Convention ; and by another decree it was en-

acted, that, in default of fuch election, the Con-

vention Ihould fill up the vacancies themfelves.

Thefe decrees formed a curious contrail to that

famous felf-denying ordinance of the Constituent

AfTembly, which prohibited the re-election of

any of its members. The prefent Convention

were probably impreffed very ftrongly with the

recollection of the ill effects refulting from that,

romantic though noble act of disintereftednefs,

and wandered into the oppofite and lefs par-

donable extreme. The decrees now paft were

obvioufly liable to the imputation of ambition

and felfifhnefs ; but they were unquestionably

deemed by many politically expedient, from

the predominance of Jacobinifm in various parts

of the country, and from the apprehenfion that,

in confequence of the well-known activity and

addrefs of that fallen though (till formidable

party in popular elections, a majority of the

Jacobiue
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Jticobine or Mountain faction would be re-

turned members of the new legislature. It

would, however, as the event proved, have

been better and wifer to have a6ted upon the

broad and fimple principles of universal liberty
;

for the Jacobins availed themfelves with fuch

dexterity of the difcontent occafioned by this

unexpected and unconftitutional reftraint upon

the public freedom of choice, that the whole

nation was thrown into a (late of confufion

fcarcely mort of a temporary anarchy. The forty-

eight feclions of Paris, who had ufually given

the tone to the nation at large, while they un-

ariimoufly accepted the Conllitutional Act, as

firmly rejected the law for the re-election of

the two-thirds. In the majority of primary af-

femblies throughout the countrv, the decrees

of the AiTembly, having been tranfmitted to the

departments with the Conftitutional Act, were,

in conjunction with the aft, accepted and con-

firmed, notwithstanding the violence of the op-

poling party. Bat the fe£tions of Paris, who
had fo often, in their outrageous proceedings,

fet all law and all government at defiance,

after fome infolent and unavailing applications

to the Convention to refcind the obnoxious de-

crees, proclaimed openly that means more forci-

ble than mere remonftrances were neceflary to

bring the Convention to reafon, and that they

z 4 ought
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ought to be driven from their feats with igno-

miny. Several of the fecrions had already pro-

ceeded to open and daring a£ts of hoftility.

On the 12th Vendemaire (October 4), general

Menou, commander of the military force of

Paris, was fent to the chief place of their affem-

bly, to difarm and difperfe the infurgents : but

this officer executed his commiffion fo little to

the fatisfaclion of the Convention, that he was

feverely reprehended, and Barras appointed in

his room. In the dead of night the cry was

heard—To Arms' To Arms! Liberty or

Death ! and at the early dawn of day, the

fections having drawn out their forces, intend-

ing to march them, as ufual, to the hall of the

Convention, a regular and bloody battle took

place ; and the different avenues of the Tuille-

ries being planted with cannon, great Daughter

was made amongft the infurgents, who repeat-

edly rallied, and returned to the charge with

incredible obftinacy ; but, being overpowered,

they were, at the clofe of the day, and not till

then, driven by the Conventional troops from

all their pofts, with the lofs, as fome accounts

ftate, of five hundred, arid others of no lefs than

two thoufand, men.

The extreme violence of the oppofition to the

decrees of the Convention undoubtedly arofe

from the temporary junction, on this, as on other

occalions,
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occafions, of the royalift and Jacobine parties,

aided by many well-meaning but miftaken per-

lbns, indignant at the flagrant violation of thofe

abftracT. principles of liberty, which they attend-

ed to much more than their practical confe-

quences, being thus in perpetual danger of fa-

crificing the end to the means. General prin-

ciples of liberty are valuable only becaufe they

are generally beneficial : neceiTity may enforce,

and then it will juitify, a deviation, in particu-

lar cafes, from thofe general principles
;—if real,

it is the plea of the patriot ; if pretended, of

the tyrant. Although the necefnty of the de-

crees of Fruclidor might previoufly be regarded

as doubtful, yet, when once paffed, all refift-

ance to them by force was in the higheft degree

unjuftiflable. Thefe decrees might be produc-

tive of great national utility, in preventing the

political evils too likely to refult from a fudden

tranfition of power ; and no real danger to the

(late could, with any ihadow of reafon, be ap-

prehended from them, when it was confidered

that one-third of the members of the Conven-

tion were to vacate their feats immediately, and

another third at the expiration of one year after

the eftabliihment of the new conflitution ; and

that the Convention, as now conitituted, had

governed France with jrbrv and fuccefs fince

the
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the period of the fall of the tyrant Robefpierre*.

The infurrection was confined to Paris, for fome

of the neighbouring communes were difarmed

as they were on their march to join the lections.

The Convention, now triumphant, declared that

the majority of votes in the departments were in

favor of the laws of Fruclidor.

Alarmed, notwithftanding, at the fpirit and

ftrength of the oppofition they had juft over-

come, many of the members feemed well in-

clined to poftpone the eftablifhment of the new

conftitution, and to continue for a certain time

the revolutionary fyltem. Some were even fu-

fpecled of an intention to revive the reign of ter-.

tot; and a committee of five members, JM-Tal-

lien being of the number, was actually appointed

to confult on what meafures mould be adopted

to five the country \ but the confirmation ot the

AfTembly gradually fubfided, and the patriotic

boMnefs of a fingle individual had a great and

* It was affirmed at the time, in divers of the Paris journals

eonne&ed with the government, particularly in that of Louvet,

•• that the cabinet of St. James's was deeply concerned in thefe

infurre&ions, and that Mr. Pitt himfelf was the chief confpi-

rator."—The declaration of the younger Jenkinfon in the

houfe of commons, April 10, J 794, uncontradicted by Mr.

Pitt, gives at leaft fome color and countenance to this charge.

" It is (faid Mr. Jenkinfon) the duty of his majeity's minifters

to affift every party in France that thould arife to overturn the

preferit government, if it deierre the name."

happy
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happy effect : Thibeaudeau, the member alluded

to, in an indignant fpeech, with energy protefted

that he would periih rather than furvive the new-

tyranny which was preparing for his country.

He demanded that the new commiliion fhould

be immediately broken, and that the conftitu-

tion fhould be the law of the land on the day

appointed. This declaration, feconded by Le-

paux, rouzed the Convention to a juft fenfe of

what they owed to their fame and to their duty

:

the report of the commiliion for the permanence

of the AfTembly was rejected, and the commit-

lion itfelf annulled.

This Affembly terminated its fittings very no-

bly ; for the lait decrees which it paffed were

for the abolition of the punifhment of death at

the return of peace, and for granting a general

amnefty, though limited perhaps by too many

exceptions : and on the 27th of October, (1795)

the day appointed by law, the prelident declared

that "the National Convention was dis-

solved." Such was the extraordinary merits

of an affembly, whole merits and demerits, whofe

glorious acts and whofe criminal exceffes, will

long be the theme of hiftory. With a daring

hand me figned the death-warrant of the fuc-

ceffor of a hundred kings, and broke the fcep-

tre which the fuperftition of fourteen centuries

had confederated. Standing greatly alone agair.lt

a con-
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a confederacy of crowned defpots, fhe brought

her armed myriads into the field, and compelled

her enemies to flee with fhame and confufion

from the land which they had, in their vain and

fooliih imaginations, already conquered, and of

which they were eager to divide the fpoils. But

the magnanimity of this affembly was fullied by

licentioufnefs and contaminated by cruelty : their

actions will excite the admiration of every age

;

and a diftant pofterity will perhaps pardon,

while it deplores, their frailties and their faults.

On the meeting of the new legiflature, the

firft object was to ele£r. the five members of the

executive directory ; and fuch was the impref

lion made by the violent and lawlefs proceed-

ings, that the majority of the two councils were

unfortunately difpofed to elecl: " ardent fpirits,'*

more diftinguifhcd by their courage and vigor

than their wifdom and moderation, and who
had formerly been accounted of, or inclined to,

the Mountain party, though adverfe to the ty-

ranny of Robefpierrc, and friendly to the efta-

bliihment of a free conftitution. The higheft

upon the lift was however Revcilliere Lepaux,

of the profeffion of the law, one of the Gironde

deputies proscribed in confequence of the re-

volution of the 31ft of May 1793. The next

was Reubel, alio of the law, who had lately

been employed in negotiating the treaty with

Holland.
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Holland. Lctourneur de la Manche was the

third; he had diftinguifhed himfelf as a man

of ability ; his character was fair ; and he had,

previous to the revolution, acled as an officer

of engineers. The fourth was Barras, formerly

a vifcount, and bred up from early life in the

military fervice : he had the recent merit of fup-

preiling the late dangerous infurrection ; and,

in the preceding year, had alfo conducted with

fuccefs the Conventional arms againft the late

defperate efforts of the Robefpierrean faction.

The laft upon the lift was the celebrated Carnot,

minifter of war : he had been of the infamous

Committee of Safety, during the reign of terror;

but he had entirely confined his attention to

the bufmefs of his peculiar department, which

he had conducted with fuch fplendid fuccefs,

that it was faid of him, almoft without a figure,

" that he had organifed Victory, and rendered

her permanent."—Carnot was chofen upon a

fecond ballot -, the profound and philofophic

Sieyes, who was firft nominated, with his cha-

ra£teriftic caution, declining to take upon him

the office. Next to Mirabeau, Sieyes was, by

the mod difcerning judges, accounted the great-

eft and rareft genius which the revolution had

as yet produced : he faw the radical defects of

the new conftitution too clearly to be willingly

concerned in the execution of it, and rcferved

himfelf
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himfelf for moiJ

e favorable and fortunate times*.

The palace of the Luxembourg was appointed

for the reficience of the executive power, and

henceforth took the name of the Directorial Pa-

lace.

The mifcellaneous occurrences of the prefent

year, in relation to England, itill remain to be

narrated. On the 19th of November, 1794,

a treaty of amity and commerce was iigned by

Mr. Jay and lord Grenville between the crown

of Great Britain and the United States of Ame-
rica. This treaty, containing twenty-eight ar-

ticles, was framed with remarkable caution, ac-

curacy, and ability ; and on the part of Eng-

land, at leail, it was a very falutary and lauda-

ble meafure : but it eftabliihed certain proviiions,

fo injurious to France, that it may juftly be

doubted, whether, on the part o* America, the

meafure was either juft, confidering the treaty

of alliance fubfifting with that nation, and faith-

fully obferved by it,—or politic, looking for-

ward to the effecls of the refentment it was cal-

culated to excite. The French, whofe com-

merce with the Weft Indies had been, lince the

commencement of the war, carried on chiefly

through the medium of American veffels, faw

with indignation the frequent feizures of their

property by the Englifh cruizers, in violation of

the fundamental principle upon which the fa-«

mous
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mous armed neutrality, during the lad war, was

founded, viz. that neutral bottoms make neu-

tral goods. This principle had been recognized

by France in her treaties of commerce, amity,

and alliance, with America ; and they now juf-

ftified their occasional deviations from it only by

the necellity of following the example fet by the

Englilh, who were upon the whole, as being

matters of the fea, much more profited by the

breach than the obfervance of this liberal and

equitable maxim. Hitherto, however, America

had avowed, in the ftrongeft terms, her adhe-

rence to the grand principle of the armed neu-

trality
; protefting againil, and, as far as me

was able, refilling the violation of it by either

of the belligerent powers. But by the 12th,

17th, and 18th articles of the treaty concluded

by Mr. Jay, the States of America conceded,

it not the right, at leaft the exercife of the

right, claimed by Great Britain during the war,

and for two years after;—coldly in refpect to

France, and cornplaifantly with regard to Eng-

land, declaring, " that at the expiration of this

term the two contracting parties will endeavour

further to regulate their commerce in this re-

fpect according to the fituation in which his

majefty the king of Great Britain may then find

himfelf with refpe£t to the Weft Indies;" and,

till the arrival of this uncertain period, even

provisions
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provifions are declared liable to feizure, on pay-

ing the value of the articles, with the additional

expence of demurrage.

In return for this great conceffion, the court

of London was profufe in her favors and ac-

knowledgments. By the fecond article me
agreed to evacuate all the forts within the

boundary-line affigned to the United States by

the treaty of 1783. By the twelfth, the Ame-

ricans were allowed to trade to the Britifh Weft-

India iflands in their own veffels, not exceeding

feventy tons burden ; and the thirteenth admit-

ted them to a free participation of the Britifh

commerce in the Eaft Indies. It was indeed

by a mockery of friendfhip to France declared

• in the twenty-fifth article, that nothing in this

treaty mail be conilrued contrary to former and

exifting public treaties with other fovereigns or

ftates ; but as the fpirit of this treaty was ob-

vioufly and altogether in favor of the Englifh,

this affecled adherence to the letter of the treaty

with France was calculated only to add con-

tempt to their refentment. The forts given up

by Great Britain to America, by the fecond ar-

ticle of the treaty now concluded, were Nia-

gara, Ofwego, Detroit, Michillimakinac, and

Miami, conilructed in 1793 ; all of great im-

portance for the command of the lakes, or re-

training the inroads of the northern tribes of

Indians,



GEORGE III. 355

Indians. When the treaty reached America,

it excited great aftonifhment, and no kfs con-

tention. It was considered, by a great and re-

fpe£tajble part of the continent, as an entire de-

reliction of amity with France, and as amount-

ing to little kfs than a virtual declaration of

war againft her ; laying unavoidably the foun-

dation of great political animofity in America,

by dividing the people of the United States into

two great and hoftile factions, one attached to

the Gallic, and the other to the Anglican inter-

eft. When it was fubmitted by the prefident,

agreeably to the forms of the conftitution, to

the fenate, for their approbation, vehement de-

bates took place ; and at length, tempted no

doubt by the reciprocal conceffions and advan-

tages offered by England, the ratification of it

was voted by a fmall majority. It has been

upon high authority aiferted, " that the prefi-

dent, general Wafhington, on perceiving the

treaty to be fo little conformable to the inftruc-

tions given to Mr. Jay, and fo little confident

with what he deemed to be the interefts of the

United States, was long before he could prevail

upon himfelf to prefent it to the fenate for their

fanclion*." When that fan£tion was given,

however, he did not think it expedient or pro-

* Travels of the Due de Liancourt in North America.

vol. v. 2 a per
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per to withhold his own ; and the treaty was,

in the end, formally ratified.

In the month of February, 1795, a treaty of

defensive alliance was concluded with the im-

perial crown of Ruffia, containing fonie ex-

traordinary ftipulations, apparently not very be-

neficial to the interefts of Great Britain. By

the fourth and principal article of this treaty,

if the king of Great Britain is attacked or

difturbed by any other power, her imperial ma-

je% fhall immediately fend to his affiftance ten

thoufand infantry and two thoufand horfe. On
the other hand, if Ruffia is attacked by any

European power, even in Afia, Great Britain

fhall immediately fend to her affiftance a fqua-

dron of twelve mips of the line, which fhall re-

main in the Baltic from the beginning of May
to the commencement of the month of October.

The idea of fending a fleet to the affiftance of

Ruffia in the Baltic, in cafe the Turks or Tar-

tars ihould invade her immenfely-remote pro-

vinces bordering upon the Euxine or the Caf-

pian, is fo extravagant, that the real meaning

of the emprefs, probably, was merely to take

advantage of the prefence of an Englifh fqua-

dron in the north, in order to improve her own
marine by imitating the example, and habitu-

ating the Ruffians to the practice of the Ikilful

manoeuvres, of the Engliih mips and feamen.

It
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It muft not be omitted, that a feflion of par-

liament was held in the month of February at

Cortc, the ancient capital of Corfica, by fir Gi-

bert Elliot, the viceroy of that newly-acquired

kingdom. His excellency communicated to

them his majelty's gracious intentions to take

upon himfelf the whole charges of their mili-

tary eftablifhment ; and alfo declared, that they

would have the benefit of a great naval force,

without any expenfe. By his majefty's taking

upon himfelf the charges and expenfe of the Cor-

lican eftablifhment, the viceroy doubtlefs meant

no more than that his majefty would pledge

himfelf for his faithful commons at Weftmin-

fter : though, by the Conftitutional Act, the

iiland of Corfica was no more under fubjeclicn

to Great Britain, i. e. to the Britiili legiflature,

than to the Great Mogul. The viceroy, there-

fore, had reafon on his fide when he exhorted

this afTembly " to reflect on the advantages

which they enjoyed, and which he truly ob-

ferved were the exclufive privileges of the Cor-

fican nation :"—there being certainly no other

example in hiftory of any government taking

upon itfelf to defray the expenfes of another

government, which afferted, and was in actual

poffefhon of, the moll perfect independency.

His excellency alfo, with true Catholic devo-

tion, informed the legiflative body, " that a

2 a 2 fettlement
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fettlement of their religious eftabhmment had

been referved for them, in concert with his

holinefs the Pope." At the clofe of this gra-

cious fpeech, his excellency piouily prayed,

" that God would fo blefs and enlighten their

counfels, as to render this firft parliament of

Corfica an example to all facceeding ones"

—

A petition loft in empty air long before it-

reached the pen of the recording angel.

Early in the prefent year (1795), lord Am-
herft retiring full of years and honors from pub-

lic life, his royal highnefs the duke of York was

appointed commander-in-chiefand field-marfhal-

general of the forces of Great Britain. The
duke of Richmond was removed from his poft

of matter of the ordnance, in which he was

fucceeded by earl, recently created marquis,

Cormwallis ; and fir William Howe was nomi-

nated, in the place of the latter nobleman, go-

vernor and lieutenant of the Tower of London.

About the fame time a petition was presented

to the houfe of commons from the city of Lon-

don, in common-hall affembled, deploring in

ftreng terms the difaftrous effects of the prefent

war. " Your petitioners conceive (fay they)

that none of the ends propofed by the prefent

war either have been, or appear likely to be,

obtained;, although it has been carried on at

an unprecedented expenfe to this country.

Your
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Your petitioners, from their prefent view of

public meafures, prefume humbly but firmly to

exprefs to this honorable houfe their decided

conviction that the principle upon which the

war appears now to be carried on neither is

nor can be eiTential to the profperity, the li-

berty, or the glory of the Britifh empire. Your

petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that this ho-

norable houfe, difclaiming all right of interfer-

ing in the internal concerns of France, will be

pleafed to take fuch meafures as they in their

wifdom mail think proper for the purpofe of

promoting a fpeedy peace."—The cities of

York, Norwich, and fome others, followed the

example of London ; but thefe petitions were

not fufficiently general to produce any very fen-

lible effect \ and counter-petitions were obtained

by the prrtizans of minifrry, in which a confi-

dent reliance was exprefTed on the wifdom of

the government to fet on foot, at the proper

period, fuch negotiations as might lead to the

reiteration of peace.

In the month of July fome ferious riots, con-

tinuing for feveral fucceffive days, took place in

London, occafioned by the difcovery of fome

fli ame ful practices which had been long preva-

lent, but which were fubfequently and effec-

tually reformed by the excellent regulations of

the prefent royal commander-in-ehief, of invei-

2 a 3 gling
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g'ing men into his majefty's fervice. Embold-

ened by the little oppolition they met with,

the populace, who had long (hewn a marked

averfion to Mr. Pitt, conceiving, upon no ra-

tional ground, that he had authorized or coun-

tenanced thefe abufes, repaired to his houfe in

Downing-ftreet, the windows of which they de-

molifned, and were proceeding to further vio-

lence, when they were informed that the af-

frighted minifter had efcaped by the park-gate

to the Horfe-Guards; and on the arrival of the

military they were, not without fome difficulty,

at length difperfed.

The ridiculous bufinefs of the Pop-gun Plot, as

it was generally and ludicrouily fryled, was re-

vived in the autumn of this year; and one

Crofsfield, a furgeon, who had been for fome

time a prifoner in the town of Breft, was ap-

prehended on fufpicion of being concerned in

this dark confpiracy. It appeared, on exami-

nation before the privy-council, that this man,

whofe intercourfe with the other plotters, Hig-

gins, Smith, and Le Maitre, was proved by the

teftimony of the infamous informer Upton, had

boalled (probably hoping to ingratiate himfelf

with the Jacobins with whom he was furround-

cd, and contrary to truth) that he had been ac-

cufed of being concerned in this affair ; and

arTe&ed to drop fome myftcrious expreffions re-

lating
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5;iting to it. Crofsfield was upon this fent, by

warrant of the privy-council, to the Tower;

and Higgins, Smith, and Le Maitre, were re-

committed, and at length brought to trial ;

when, upon a full inveftigation of the evidence

on the part of the crown, which amounted to

nothing more than fome abfurd and contradic-

tory hear-fays, the prifoners were acquitted by

verdiQs which gave univerfal fatisfa&ion. It

is probable, or at leaft pofiible, that fome foolifh

and nighty difcourfe had pafled amongft them

as to the practicability of fucceeding in fuch a

romantic and criminal attempt.

Great apprehenfions had been excited in the

courfe of the year by .divers afTemblages of the

populace, convened, very improperly, if not il-

legally, by the Correfponding Society, which

ftill regularly continued its meetings. The moil

remarkable of thefe was on the 26th of Octo-

ber, in a field near Copenhagen Houfe, in the

vicinity of the village of Pancras. The num-

ber here convened did not, as was fuppofed,

amount to lefs than 40,000 perfons, whofe con-

duct, notwithstanding, upon this occaiion, was

decent and orderlv. But where multitudes are

collected, mifchief may always be reafonably

feared. Some of the orators of the focicty ha-

rangued the populace ; and an addrefs and remon-

itrance to his majefty being unanimoufly voted,

they difperfed peaceably to their refpe&ive homes.

2 a 1 BOOK
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BOOK XVI.

Session of Parliament, 1795

—

6. Insults offered to the King.

Debates upon the Address. Treason and Sedition Bills.

Prosecution of Mr. Reeves. Mr. Whiibr.ead]s lull to fix the

Price of Labor. Extravagant Loan of the Minister. Mes-

sage from the King announcing the Re-cstabtishtuent of regular

Government in France. Pacific Motion of Mr. Grey. Mo-
tion by Mr. Wdberforce for the Repeal of the Slave-Trade.

Motion by Mr. Grey for a Committee if Encjuiry. Second-

Loan of Mr. Pitt. Financial Resolutions moved by Mr.

Grey. Motion by the Marquis of Lansdozvn for the Ap-
pointment cf a Committee of Finance. Address to the King

. i ,ed by the Earl of Guildford and Mr. Fox. Close of the

Session. Military Operations, 1796. March cf the Gene-

rals Morcau and Jourdain into the Heart of Gennany. De-

feat of Jourdain. Celebrated Retreat of Moreau. Wonderful

Successes cf General Buonaparte in Italy, Austrians defeated

at MouLcpotte and at Miltesimo. Armistice concluded with

the King of Sardinia. Louis XVIII. compelled to quit the

Venetian Territory. Famous Action at the Bridge cf Lodi.

l'i each take Possession of Leghorn— HJtezui.se of Bologna, Ur-

biflo, and Fcrrara. The Pope and the King of Naples suefor

Peace. Battle of Castiglione. General Wurmser takes Re-

fuge in Mcmtua. Cipadane Confederacy. Battle of Arcole.

General Alvinzi retires beyond the Brenta. Incredible Obsti-

nacy cf the Pope. Island of St. Lucia recovered. Capture cf

a LJutch Sqyadron at Saldanha-Bay— and of various Dutch

Setttt 'rents in the East. Evacuation of Corsica by the English.

Descent upon Ireland under General Ilociie. Differences be-

tvjeen France and'America. General Washington resigns his

Office. Affairs of Holland. Proceedings of the French Go-

vernment. Conspiracy of Floreal. Slate of the Gallicnn

Church.
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Church. National Institute established. Alliance between

France and Spain. Injudicious Attempt of the Court of Lon-

don to negotiate with France. Second Attempt of the Court of

London. Lord Mahnesbury nominated Ambassador to Paris

—77/ Success of his Mission. Remarks upon the Conduct of

the Negotiation. Death of the Entpress of Russia—and of the

King ofSardinia.

JL HE fummer and autumnal months of the

year 1795 were rendered unfortunately memo-

rable by a fcarcity approaching to actual fa-

mine, occafioned in part by an alarming defi-

ciency in the laft year's crop, in part by the

enormous wafte and confumption of the war,

and in part by long continued and exceilive

rains, which excited great and general appre-

hension refpecling the future. Happily, how-

ever, the weather became favorable at a very

critical period for the country, and the harveit

proved abundant beyond expectation. The par-

liament was fummoned to meet on the 29th of

October; while the price of all the neceffaries

ot life were liill extravagantly high ; and the

minds of the lower clalTes of the people were

in a ftate of jrreat fermentation from the idea

univerfally prevalent that the miniitry would

liiten to no terms of peace, without which there

was but little reafon to hope for the return of

plenty. His majelly, on the day fixed, pro-

ceeded from the palace of St. James's to the

Parliament
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Parliament Houfe at the ufual hour, between

two and three in the afternoon. The day was

remarkably fine, and an immenfe crowd (whe-

ther from accident or any pre-concerted mif-

chievous deiign cannot be afcertained) aflem-

bled in the Park, who foon began to exhibit

fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. As the

ftate-coach palfed along the Mall, violent ex-

clamations were heard of £c Peace I Peace !

Bread ! No Pitt ! no War !" And the clamor

gradually increafing, ftones began to be thrown

at the royal carriage as it proceeded by the

Horfe-Guards through the ftreets of Weftmin-

fter ; and from a houfe in Margaret-ftreet, near

the Abbey, a bullet was fuppofed to be dif-

charged from an air-gun, as no noife was heard,

though fome thing paffed through the glafs of

the coach with great force and velocity, leav-

ing only a fmall circular aperture. On the

king's return from the houfe of peers, notwith-

standing thefe outrages, no additional efcort was

ordered for the protection of the royal perfon

;

and though the gates of the Horfe-Guards

were fhut, the crowd already aifembled in the

Park immediatelv re-commenced their auda-
J

cious attacks. The king at length reached

St. James's; and after a fhort interval he went

into his private carriage, in order to rejoin the

royal family at the queen's palace. But the

rage
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rage of the mifguided populace was not yet

exhaufted. The ftate coach, on its return to

the Mews, was nearly demolished by one part

of the mob, whiJe the other daringly attempted

to flop the private carriage of the king, and

even to force open the doors. This was a

grofler infult and outrage than had ever been

offered to any monarch of Great Britain finee

the days of Charles I. ; and yet, for many years

previous to this ftrange incident, the king had

enjoyed great popularity, though it was ibme-

what diminished of late with a large proportion

of his fubjecls, by his fuppofed enmity to all

political reform, and his predilection for the

prefent deftruclive war. At this lafl attack the

king feemed to lofe his characteristic firmnefs,

and was evidently {truck with amazement and

confirmation. Upon the arrival, at a critical

moment, of a party of life-guards, however,

the populace were at length difperfed, and the

king with great difficulty and even danger

reached the queen's houfe in Safety. This

mocking and unparalleled outrage excited the

deep and univerfal refentment of all orders of

perSons throughout the nation. Thofe who con-

ceived the king to be mod misled and deceived

by the arts of his minifters highly reSpecied the

private virtues and good intentions of the mon-

arch, and detefted, perhaps much more Sincerely

than
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than the Sycophants of the court, this monfirous

violation of duty and decorum.

A proclamation was immediately published,

offering a reward of a thoufand pounds, to be

paid on the conviction of any perfon who mould

be found concerned in this daring and criminal

ailault. But it is remarkable no one who had

been guilty of any actual violence was ever dis-

covered. A man named Kidd Wake, and fome

others, were indeed proved to be among the

number of the hiffers and diliurbers of the

king's peace, and were punifhed with excef-

f.ve Severity. Addreffes from both houfes of

parliament, the city of London, &c. were pre-

fented to the king, expreiimg, in itrong terms,

their indignation and abhorrence of the late

atrocious procedure. Immediately after this

bufinefs was difpofed of, the fpeech delivered

from the throne was taken into confideration.

In it his majefty had declared, " that it was a

great Satisfaction to him to reflect, that, notwith-

ftanding the many events unfavorable to the

common caufe, the profpecl refulting from the

general Situation of affairs had in many impor-

tant refpe&s been materially improved in the

courfe of the prefent year." His majefty further

obferved, " that the difiraction and anarchy

which had fo long prevailed in France had now
led to a crifis, of which it was as yet impoflible

to
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to fee the iffue. Should this crifis terminate in

any order of things compatible with the tran-

quillity of other countries, and affording a rea-

fonable expectation of fecurity and permanence

in any treaty which might be concluded, the

appearance of a difpofition to negotiate for a

general peace, on jufl and fuitable terms, would

not fail to be met on his part with an earneft

defire to give it the fulleft and fpeedieft effect."

His majefty, at the clofe of his fpeech, men-

tioned the great anxiety which he felt at the

very high price of grain, and recommended a

diligent confideration of fuch meafures as might

tend to alleviate the prefent diflrefs.

The addrefs being moved and feconded in

the houfe of commons, Mr. Fox rofe, and irk

very indignant language reprobated both the

fpeech and its authors. " Was it not enough

(he afked) to perfift for three years in a war of

miferable fpeculation—to add an hundred mil-

lions to the public debt—to load the people

with four millions of additional taxes—and to

fee them reduced to a ftate of famine—but

they mud be infulted by the falfehood of being

told their iituation was improved ? How im-

proved ? Was it an improvement that France

had over-run the Palatinate, and captured Man
heim ? or that the enemy had abandoned fome

pofts in Italy, of which they were not a year
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ago in pofTemon ? If the difafters of the war had

imprefled upon the minifters a conviction of the

neceffity of peace, he mould indeed deem our

fituation improved. But the diftrefTes of the

French were held out as a fubject of exulta-

tion. France was laft year faid to be in her laft

agonies : although fince that declaration the had

made the moft brilliant campaign that her hi-

ftory had for ages exhibited. The depreciation

of paper currency in France had been the incef-

fant tale with which parliament had been de-

luded from year to year, notwithstanding the

recent and fimilar example of America.—Mr..

Fox faid, that the fpecious theoretical argu-

ments of the minifter for the continuance of the

war might fuit well a literary or political dis-

putant, and might amufe in a club-room or a

pamphlet, but they were utterly unworthy of

any man who took upon him the name and

office of a ftatefman. Lafl: feffion the minifters

had, by a refolution of parliament, avowed their

readinefs to enter into a negotiation whenever

a government was eftabliftied in France capa-

ble of maintaining the relations of peace and

amity. But was negotiation offered when fuch

a government appeared ? It was a matter of

fa£t, that France did maintain fuch relations ;

fince Prufiia, Spain, and divers of the German

princes, even the elector of Hanover himfelf,

had
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had made peace with her , and experience had

proved, that neither the changes of men, nor of

conftitutions, affefted the engagements they had

formed with foreign countries. The only true

and wife dependence for the continuance of

peace was the equity of the. terms on which it

was made, and the intereft both parties had in

keeping it. The offer of negotiation (he thought)

ought to come from us, as having made declara-

tions which ftood in the way of negotiation. He
therefore moved .an amendment, which, after

enumerating the various difafters of the cam-

paign, and flating trom experience that the

French were able to maintain the accuftomed

relations of peace and amity with other na-

tions, prayed his majefty that fueh terms of

peace fliould be offered to the French republic

as mould be confident with the honor of the

crown, and with the fecurity and interefls of the

people."

Mr. Pitt oppofed the amendment in a long

fpeech, infilling, as ufual, upon the ruined and

undone ftate of the French finances—720 mil-

lions of aflignats being at the prefent time in cir-

culation. When he confidered their total in-

ability to carry on the war for another campaign,

he could not doubt but the fituation of things-

was materially improved. The new conftitution

of France Mr. Pitt highly commended, when

compared
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compared with the preceding forms ; and Tup-

pofmg it to be put into activity with fuch ac-

quiefcence of the nation as to enable their re-

presentatives to fpeak on behalf of the people or

France, he had no difficulty in faying, that all

objections to the form and principles of that

government, as obftacles to negotiation, would

be at an end ; but that the manifeftation of any

precipitate and premature delire for peace would

in prefent circumftances be the more fatal event

that could poiiibly happen.

The duke of Bedford, in the houfe of lords,

propofed an amendment to the addrefs llmilar

to that of Mr. Fox in the houfe of commons

;

but in both houfes the amendments were ne-

gatived by very great majorities.

On the 4th of November a very remarkable

proclamation was iffued, announcing, that, im-

mediately before the opening of the prefent

feffion, great numbers of perfons had collected

in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, to the

endangering of the public peace, and that fuch

proceedings were followed, on the day of the

meeting of parliament, by acts of tumult and

violence, to the immediate hazard of his ma-

jefty's perfon; and enjoining all juftices of the

peace, Iheriffs, &;c. to ufe their utmoft diligence

to prevent and fupprefs all feditions and un-

lawful affemblies, &c. This proclam?tion was
vol. v. 2 b on
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on the fame day laid before both houfes of par-

liament.

The houfe of peers having been fummoned

on the motion of lord Grenville for the 6th of

November, his lordfliip, at the clofe of a long

fpeech, prefented to the houfe a bill for the

fafety and prefervation of his majefty's perfon

and government againft treafonable and fedi-

tious praftifes and attempts. " Whatever vari-

ations (his lordfliip obferved) there might be in

this bill from the precedents of former times,

he aflured their lordfiiips that they would be

found only to deviate fo far as the peculiar forms

of exifting circumftances required. The prece-

dents to which he referred were thofe in the

reign of Elizabeth and Charles II.—a£ls pafTed

in approved times : and he doubted not but their

lordihips would agree with him in the neceffity

there was of applying a fpeedy remedy to thofe

dangerous practices which have endangered not

only the fafety of the conilitution but the life

of the fovereign."—The earl of Lauderdale ob-

ferved, that, " by the bill then introduced, a va-

riety of new crimes and new treafons would be

added to the criminal code of this country, and

it would effecl: a total alteration of the laws re-

fpe&ing treafon, ,and a moft dangerous innova-

tion upon the conftitution. He thought it ex-

traordinary that fo ftrong a meafure mould be

propofed
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propofed before there was the lead evidence

to prove the flighteft connexion between the

meetings at Chalk-Farm and the outrage on

his majefty, or that the treafon and fedition

complained of did actually exift." Upon ex-

amination of this bill it was in fact found to

contain an amazing heap of wild and new-fan-

gled treafons, of which, beyond comparifon, the

molt dangerous was " malicious and advifing

speaking !"—an innovation upon the fpirit and

antient practice of the conftitution fo infamous

and abominable, that even the abject and flavifh

parliament of king James II. an affembly gar-

bled to ferve the purpofes of that odious tyrant,

hefitated to pafs a law to that effect.—This

claufe lord Grenville, after much debate, the

times being not yet ripe for fo impudently

atrocious a meafure, confented to omit ; and

the operation of the bill was limited to the

life of the reigning fovereign—the bill itfelf

being by this means converted into a Handing

parliamentary libel againft the king ; as if this

monarch could want more or ftronger fafe-

guards for the fecurity of his perfon than any of

his predeceffors had done, or his fucceflbrs were

likely to do. When the bill was under difcuf-

lion in the committee, where it underwent fome

farther foftenings, the great talents of lord Thur-

low were exerted to prove how fuperfluous,

2 b 2 as



GEORGE III.

as well as odious, it was altogether. The lan-

guage of the bill this great lawyer allerted to

be vague, indefinite, and highly dangerous to

the fubjecr. ; and he gave it as his decided opi-

nion, that the prefent laws of the country were

adequate to the punifhment of the crimes

which the bill was profeffedly framed to em-

brace ; and that it could in no degree conduce

to the fafety of the king, or the prefervation of

the conftitution.—The bill in quefticn, exclu-

iive of its creating a chaos of treafons in the

fame fpirit of tyranny, increafed the punifhment

which the law had provided for the crime of fe-

dition ; enacting, that, on a fecond conviction,

the offender fhall be liable to tranfportation for

the term of feven \ ears. The duke of Bedford

expreffed, in ftrong language, his abhorrence of

the fpirit and principle of the bill, and particu-

larly of this claufe, which he regarded as a

wanton outrage upon the fubjeft. " What might

not be conftrued into fedition ? and who (faid

his grace) could confider himfelf as wholly un-

interefted, in the operation of this claufe, now

that the gocd times of Charles II. were made

the example to copy after?" The duke ani-

madverted in pointed terms upon the extra-

ordinary declaration of Horfeley, biihop of Ro-

chefter, in the courfe of the debate, ' that fpe-

culative and phiiofophical difquifitions upon the

fubjea
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fubject of government, though they might be

allozvedy did more harm than good j but that

public difcuffions of fuch topics ought to be

prevented; and that he did not know, in fa6t,

what the mafs of the people in any country

had to do with the laws but to obey them.'

<( This doclrine, (his grace faid) from the mouth

of a mufti, might be attributed to ignorance
;

but when pronounced in the legislature of this

free country by the lips of a Britiih prelate, muft

excite amazement and indignation."—Severe as

the new provifions againft the offence of fedi-

tion appeared, in comparifon of thofe which had

hitherto been found amply fufficient for every

ufeful and practical purpofe, they were mild*-

nefb itfelf compared with the barbarous latitude

of the Scottifh law upon this head. The earl

of Lauderdale, therefore, very feafonably and

properly, though unavailingly, moved that the

operation of the act might, as to this point, be

extended to that kingdom ; for, unlefs it could

be ihown that heavier penalties were neceffary

to fupprefs fedition in a Scotchman than an

Englifhman, he could not comprehend the wif-

dom or policy of the Scottifh code.—The bill

at length paffed, though in a ftate very diffe-

rent from that in which it had been at firft in-

troduced, and with the appendage of a protefr.

2 b 3 figned



374- GEORGE III.

iigned by the duke of Bedford, and the earls

of Derby and Lauderdale.

A meafure extremely analogous to this was,

about the fame time, introduced into the lower

houfe by Mr. Pitt, who moved, November the

10th, that leave be given to bring in a bill for

the more effectually preventing feditious meet-

ings and affemblies. On this occafion, Mr.

Pitt began by painting in glowing colors the

criminal and outrageous infults committed upon

the perfon of the king on the firft day of the

feffion. He faid, however, that the purport of

his motion was not to alter or enforce the laws

for the king's fafety, becaufe the other houfe

had a bill before them to that effect, but to pre-

vent thofe meetings to which all the mifchiefs

he had mentioned might be attributed. If the

houfe meant that fuch enormities mould be to-

tally averted, they fliould adopt fome means of

putting an end to thofe feditious affemblies.,

which ferved as vehicles to faction and disloy-

alty, which fanned and kept alive the flame of

disaffection, and filled the minds of the people

with difcontent.

If, in conformity to thefe ideas, Mr. Pitt had

propofed fome temporary meafure, adapted to

the real exigencies of the times, for the pre-

vention of thofe tumultuous popular affemblie?

which
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which had of late been To frequently held in the

iields and commons adjoining to the metropolis,

and reforted to as the great fountain of political

information and the chofen medium of reform,,

no rational perfon would have difputed the pro-

priety of his precautions ; but it quickly ap-

peared, that the difguifed obje£r. of this bill

was to put an end to all public difcuirion or de-

liberative investigation of public meafures. The

rifing diiTatisfa6tion of the nation had of late

clearly manifested itfelf ; and the daring design

of the minister was to destroy all indications of

that diflatisfaction in the nafcent state ; to make

as much as possible every exprellion of difcon-

tent against, the ministry, who called themfelves

the Government, criminal and dangerous, by

enacting a multiplicity of provifions, complex,

tedious, and burdenfome, an exact, conformity to

which was esTential, even to the convening any

public meeting,—and, when fuch meeting was

actually asTembled, by inverting any venal ma-

gistrate with a power of disTolving it whenever

any language which he might be pleafed to

construe into fedition fhould be uttered by any

perfon prefent at it. The magistrate was fur-

ther empowered to apprehend the perfons of-

fending on the fpot, and all resistance to his au-

thority was declared to be felony. And, by a

claufe of the propofed bill, if fifty perfons or

2 b 4 more
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more meet, and, after an order to difperfe,

twelve mail remain one hour, it was made

death, without benefit of clergy. The right

of petitioning, that moft facred of political pri-

vileges and duties, and which neceffarily in-

volves in it the right of free difcuffion and in-

vestigation of all public rneafures, was not likely

to be exercifed to any obnoxious purpofe when

chained and fettered by fuch execrable limita-

tions as thefe. Men of high and independent

minds would feel themfelvcs degraded "by an

attendance at any public meetings upon fuch

terms as thefe. If the bill once piaffed, it was

evident that the privilege of petitioning was

virtually and practically loft.

This bill met with an oppofition, both within

and without doors, fo vigorous and rcfolute as

to demonstrate that Mr. Pitt had not yet fuc-

ceeded in his deteMable efforts to extinguifh the

flame of liberty in England. No fooner had

the motion been read by the fpeaker. than Mr.

Fox rofe and declared that the indignation he

felt at the atrocious infult offered to the king

was not inferior to that of any man, hut he

mould do injuftice to his feelings were he not

to avow that it was equalled by the indignation

he experienced in confequence of the motion he

had juft heard. If Mr. Pitt meant to found

this execrable meafure on the flimfy pretext of

the
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the public meetings lately held in the vicinity

of the metropolis, let him at leaft make fome

attempt to prove the connection between them.

That the violence offered to his majefty was

the remit of thefe meetings, there exifted no

color of evidence. It feemed to be the ob-

ject of the mover of .this bill, to bring the

public gradually to fubmit to the moll rigid

defpotifm. If the principle of this meafure

were admitted by the houfe, Mr. Fox protefted

that in the difcuffion of the detail he would take

no part. Public meetings for the difcuffion of

public topics were not only lawful, but of the

very effence of the conftitution, and Englishmen

had immemorially enjoyed this liberty. «N
Tow it

feems they are no longer to do fo, unlefs notice

be given to a magiftrate empowered to arreft

any perfon whom in his wifdom he might deem

feditious ; and who had authority to diilblve the

meeting by the fiat of his own will. Say at

once that a free conftitution is no longer fuitable

to England ! Conduct yourfelves as the fenators

of Denmark formerly did ! Renounce your li-

berties, and accept of defpotifm ; but do not

mock the underftanding and feelings of man-

kind by telling the world you are free. Can a

meeting under fuch reftraints as the bill im-

pofes and requires be called a meeting of free-

men ? Will the people of this country fufier

their
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their feelings to be thus infulted ? Or is it pof-

fible they can regard this meafure in any other

light than as a total extinftion of their liberty?

He truftcd that the people would be alarmed

at the profpect of the flate preparing for them,

and that they would aflemble while they might,

to concert the means of averting a ftroke fo

fatal. Thofe who failed to do fo he pro-

nounced traitors to their country. He declared

his refolution, if this bill was perfifted in, of

moving a call of the houfe.

After a variety of fpeeches from the principal

members of oppofition, reprobating the bill in

terms of the utmoft indignation and afperity,

Mr. AVilberforcc, who had during the two laft

feffions acted fo independent and honorable a

part, rofe, and, in the moft pufillanimous lan-

guage, acknowledged his acquiefcence in, and

approbation of, the meafure. " For three years

(he faid) attempts had been made to poifon the

minds of the people, by dilleminating falfe prin-

ciples of liberty ; and not of liberty merely, but

of philofophy and religion likewife. That all

this had not been without effecl:, recent events

had afforded fufticient proof, and he thought

the adminiftration entitled to the thanks of the

ration for adopting the neceflary meafures of

reftraint and prevention. He did not regard

the bill propofed by his right honorable friend

as
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as militating againft the right of difcuiling poli-

tical queftions, and rather thought that right

would acquire new life and vigor when thofe

afTemblies at which public difcuilions took place

fhould be brought under proper regulations
!"

The bill was ordered in by a majority of 214

to 42 voices.

Mr. Fox now moved for a call of the houfe,

which was acceded to by Mr. Pitt, who ob-

ferved, notwithstanding, that the bill would be

produced in a day or two, and that it might be

read a firft and fecond time, and go through the

committee, before the call.—Mr. Grey urged

the right the people of England had to expect

that a bill of fuch dreadful import fhould at lead

be difcufTed in a full houfe ; and hoped time

would be given at leaft to utter the lail bitter

groans of expiring liberty. The call was at

length fixed for the 24th of November. In the

mean time, the nation at large, or at leaft all

who retained any fenfe of the ineftimable value

of the bleflings of liberty, had taken the alarm

at the bills now depending, and meetings were

convened in a great number of counties, cities,

and boroughs, to petition parliament againft the

palling of them into laws. The Correfponding

Society, whole imprudent proceedings had af-

forded the pretext for thefe nefarious and liber-

ticidal meafures, met, for the laft time, in the

field
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field near Copenhagen Houfe, November 12, in

prodigious numbers. The greateft decorum was
notwithstanding obferved, and petitions were

agreed on to the king and two houfes of parlia-

ment againft the bills in queftion, after which

•they difperfed in the moft perfect, order. In a

very fhort time, near a hundred other petitions

were prefented to parliament againft the bills,

figned by more than 130,000 perfonsj but no

confideration could check the minifter in his

headlong career, fupported as he was by vail

majorities of both houfes.

On the lfith of November the Treafon Bill

was fent down from the lords, and, after en-<

countering great refiftance in every ftage, it

finally pafied into an act moft difgraceful to the

code of Engliih ftatutes.

On the fecond reading of the Sedition Bill,

Mr. Erfkine diftinguifhed himfelf by fome very

animated remarks againft it. '* An acf of this

defcription (he faid) was never thought of in the

reign of king Charles II. after all the horrors

and confufion of the former reign. It was

never attempted in the reign of king William,

when the government was newly eftabliihed

during a difputed fucceflion, or in either of

the two fubfequent reigns, when rebellions

raged in the heart of the kingdom.—He defied

the whole profelfion of the law to prove that

the
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the bill then before the houfe was confonant to

the principles of the conftitution. The confti-

tution was abrogated and annulled by it. Our

anceftors were content to wait till ibme overt

aft appeared which was the fubjeft of puniih-

ment : but, under this bill, the determination

of a magiftrate was to interfere between the

people and the affertion of their rights, or the

complaint of their grievances.—How eafy would

it be for the fpy of a corrupt magiftrate, by

going to a meeting and uttering a few feditious

words, whether appofite to the fubjecl or not, to

afford a pretence for diffolving the meeting.

The law of the land (this great conftitutional

lawyer affirmed) was fully adequate to all the

purpofes of good government without the intro-

du6tion of the prefent meafure. In any public

meeting, when a breach of the peace was com-

mitted, a magiftrate, by the exifting law, was

entitled to interfere, and, in his fupport, was

authorized to raife the pojje comitalis if neceflary ;

and alfo by the Riot Act he had the power of

difperfing tumultuous aflemblies.—The minifter

was now attempting to brand with the impu-

tation of fedition all thofe who employed the

fame language which Mr. Pitt himfelf had once

held. J3ut under the fanction of the venerable

father of this apoftate minifter, the great earl

of Chatham, he would maintain that the people

of
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of England might and ought to defend their

rights, if necelfary, by the laft extremity to

which free-men could refort. For my part (ex-

claimed this celebrated advocate of the confii-

tution), I (hall never ceafe to ftruggle in fupport

of liberty ! In no fituation will I defert the

caufe—I was born a free-man, I will never die

a Have I"

On the 23d of November a debate took place

in confequence of a variety of petitions pre-

fented againfl the bills. Mr. Sturt, on offering

that of the Correfponding Society, juftified that

body from the afperfions thrown out againfl:

them and their writings 5 and, to prove that

things at leaft equally exceptionable had ap-

peared from the partizans of the miniflry, he

read to the houfe feveral paflages from a pam-

phlet publifhed by Mr. Reeves, prefident of the

London Aflbciation, in which that gentleman

had, amongft other curious pofitions, aflerted,

" that the government of England was a mon-

archy ; that the monarchy was the ancient flock

from which have fprung thofe goodly branches

of the legiflature, the lords and commons ; that

thefe, however, were ftill only branches, and

that they might be lopped off, and the tree be a

tree flill-—fhorn indeed of its honors, but not,

like them, call into the fire." This contemptible

tram was taken up as a very ferious matter by

the
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the houfe, and not only voted to be a libel upon

the conftitution, which was very fuperfluous,

but the attorney-general was ordered to com-

mence a profecution againft the author, which

was very indefenfible. But by the verdict of an

intelligent jury, who were fenfible that opinions

ought to be free, he was fubfequentlv acquitted,

to the great fatisfaction of his more generous

political adverfaries.

When the houfe went (November 27) into a

committee on the Sedition Bill, Air. Fox, true

to his firit declaration of not debating the bill

in detail, immediately rofe and left the houfe,

followed by the principal members of oppofi-

tion. A very material amendment was, how-

ever, made in the committee, by inferting a

claufe, limiting the duration of the bill to three

years—a concefiion no doubt extorted from the

minifter by the alarm excited in every part of

the country by this meafure. On the' 3d of

December this bill was patted and fent up to

the lords, where it was vigoroufly but unavail-

ingly oppofed by the marquis of Lanfdown, the.

earls of Derby and Moira, and lord Thurlow,

who ftigmatized it as " a bad bill, eftablifliing

a dangerous and unconftitutional precedent.

Not that the bill oppugned the right of the

fubje£f. to difcufs public grievances—No : it

only rendered the exercile of that right im-

practicable.
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practicable. His lordfhip contrafted in a ftriking

manner the provifions of the prefent bill with

thofe of the Riot Acl. By the latter, the per-

fons affembled for an unlawful purpofe did not

incur the penalty of death, unlefs they conti-

nued together rictoufly and tumultuoufly for

one hour after the at~r. had been read. By the

former, if an affembly convened for the mere

difcuffion of public topics continued together

peaceably, to the number of twelve or more,

for one hour after proclamation was made com-

manding them to difperfe, they were guilty of

felony, without benefit of clergy. For fuch a

bill as the prefent (his lordfhip declared) he was

fully determined not to vote." On the 14th of

December, the bill was read a third time, and

paffed by the ufual majority. It was accompa-

nied by two protefts, the firft of which exprefled

in fimple, the fecond in energetic, language, the

chief arguments againft the bill.

In the early part of the feffion, a great variety

of expedients were fuggefted, and fome adopted,

by the houfe of commons, for alleviating the

diftrefTes of the poor, by lowering the price of

bread-corn. Bills were introduced to alter the

exifting laws relative to the aflize of bread \ to

prohibit the manufacture of march from wheat ;

to prohibit the diftilling from any articles of

grain j to prevent obitruction in the tranfit of

grain.
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-grain, &c.—So far as thefe laws operated at all,

the operation was allowed to be beneficial. But

a more direct and radical remedy for the exift-

ing evil, as it affected the moft ufeful and ne-

fceflary branch of the community, was propofed

by Mr. Whitbread, who, on the 9th of Decem-

ber, brought in a bill to enable juftices at the

quarter feilion to regulate the price of labor.

This was powerfully fupported by Mr. Fox,

Mr. Jekyl, Mr. Lechmere, and many other re-

fpectable perfons : but it was oppofed in a very

elaborate fpeech by Mr. Pitt, who exhorted the

houfe to feek for fome other remedy more com-

preheniive in its object, lefs exceptionable in

its example, and lefs dangerous in its applica-

tion. He made a very florid harangue upon the

exiiHng fyftem of poor's laws, which he cen-

fured as very erroneous, and alferted that much

of the evils complained of might be remedied

by a reformation in thofe laws, which had been

already begun ; and it was his wifh and inten-

tion to correct, their defects, to free them from

the corruption by which they were obfcured,

and to reftore them to their original purity. The
chancellor of the Exchequer thus interpofing

his veto, the motion of Mr. Whitbread paffed

in the negative. The poor therefore throughout

the kingdom were kept from perilhing only

by voluntary fubfcriptions ; and national cha-

vol.v, 2 c rity
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rity poorly compenfated for the abfence of na-

tional juftice.

It may be proper in a few words to fubjoin y

that, at a fubfequent period, Mr. Pitt, agreeably

to his engagement, brought in a bill for the re-

form of the poor's laws, fo abfurd, fo indigefted,

and fo impracticable, that it found not a fingle

advocate, either in or out of the houfe; and

the fanguine expectations he had excited of a>

reform on this, as on other occafions, of frill

higher moment, were moll completely difap-

pointed*.

One hundred and ten thoufand feamen, in-

cluding marines, and two hundred and {even

thoufand landmen, were voted for the fervice of

the year. In the extraordinaries of the army

eftimates, the fum of 314,000/. was charged for

the expenfe of erecting barracks, without any

previous confent or knowledge of parliament.

The general ftatement of account was brought

forward December 7, when Mr. Pitt propofed

a loan of 1 8 millions, exclufive of a vote of cre-

dit for two millions and a half. For every hun-

dred pounds in money the fubferiber was enti-

tled to 120/. 3 per-cents. and 25/. 4 per-cents,

with an addition of 6s. 6d. in the Long. Annuity,

In the courfe of a fevere inveftigation into the

* Vide { Remarks on Mr. Pitt's Bill, for the Reform of the

Poofs Laws.'

circum-
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circumftances attending the negotiation of this

loan, it appeared that a very extraordinary and

marked preference had been, given by the mi-

nister to the mercantile houfe of Boyd, though

conducted on the profefled principle of a free

and open competition, and that the equally re-

fpe£table houfe of Morgan would have taken

it on terms coniiderably more advantageous to

the public—as was ftated at large in a very able

manner by Mr. William Smith, who moved for

a committee of enquiry on this fubjecl. But

the chancellor of the Exchequer ftated in his

vindication, that he had pledged himfelf not to

bring a new loan into the market till the laft

installment on the lalt year's loan, alfo con-

tracted for by the houfe of Boyd, was paid up.

This circumftance he had not recollected when he

offered a competition ; but when it was recalled

to his memory, he thought himfell obliged to

give the offer of the new loan to Mr. Boyd.

This was reprefented to be as ftrange a thing to

forget as improvident to promife. Mr. Smith

undertook to prove that only 1,400,000/. re-

mained in the market of the former loan, and

that, by the prodigal conditions of the prefent,

the fum of 400,000/. was loft to the public.

The moll probable motive of the preference

given to the houfe of Boyd, however, appeared.,

in the courfe of the inveftigation, to be, that

2 c 2 this
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this great commercial houfe had affifled the

Board of Treafury, diitreffed beyond all example

for want of money, previous to the meeting of

parliament, by drawing fictitious bills of ex-

change, antedated from Hamburg, upon the

credit of which caih to the amount of two mil-

lions and upwards was advanced to govern-

ment. Such was the nature of this tran faction r

that though it was not deemed expedient by

the Bank of England to refufe to difcount the

notes, the governor of the Bank had, it feems,

declared that it would have ftainped difgrace

upon the character of any private merchant,

and have ihaken the credit of his houfe. After

fuch a deception, who, it was pointedly afked,

could in future pretend to diitinguiih between

a fair Treafury bill or a fictitious and collufive

one, fraudulently framed to anfwer a temporary

purpofe : for the folicitor-general acknowledged

it to be at leaft doubtful whether any action

could be brought by the holders of thofe bills.

In conclulion, the refolutions of cenfure moved

bv Mr. Smith were negatived, and counter-

refolutions palled expreihve of the approbation

of the houfe at the conduct of the minilter.

On the 8th of December a meflage from his

majefty was delivered to the houfe by Mr. Pitt,

announcing " the eitablifhment of fuch a form

of government in France as appeared capable

of
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of maintaining the relations of peace and amity,

and expreiTive of his readinefs to meet any nego-

tiation on the part of the enemy, with a defire

to give it the fpeedieit effect in producing a

peace." And on the following day Mr. Pitt

moved an addrefs in reply. This gave occafion

to a debate ; and Mr. Sheridan propofed an

amendment " altogether difclaiming the idea oi

confidering any change of government in France

as affecting the principle of negotiation, and

praying that a treaty might immediately be en-

tered upon. This amendment was faid to be

perfectly confident with the fpirit of the mef-

fage, which admitted that Great Britain might

now lately treat. Where then could be the ob-

jection to declare that the would treat with

France ? It was a vulgar, and indeed the mod
vulgar of opinions, to fuppofe that it was dif-

advantageous to a power at war to be the firl!

to offer terms of peace. The experience of hi-

llory proved the reverfe ? Were peace now of-

fered on reafonable terms, it would not be pof-

iible for the French government to refufe their

affent" The minifter however infilled on being

left unfettered, and the amendment was nega-

tived without a divifion *.

* On the 7th of January, 179^, the princets of Wales was

delivered of a daughter, to whom was given the name of

Charlotte—and who, as the only iiliie of the marriage, ap-

pears very likely, in exclufion of all the male branches of the

iroyal family, to inherit the crown of Britain.

2 c 3 No
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No ftep however being apparently taken by

the government towards a pacification, foon

after the recefs of parliament Mr. Grey moved

(February 15, 1796) for an addrefs to the king,

praying him to communicate to the executive

government of the French republic his readi-

nefs to meet any difpofition to negotiate with

an earneft defire to give it the fpeedieft effect.

In reply, Mr. Pitt urged confidence in minifters,

and obferved that, if the houfe thought this con-

fidence could not be fafely vefted in them, the

proper mode was to addrefs his majefty for their

removal. He afferted that the French had al-

moft exhaufted their means of carrying on the

war ; and faid that, fmce his majefty's meffage

had been delivered, miniftry had taken every

meafure, confident with the interefts of the coun-

try, to accompliih the object of it. The point

to be confidered was the probability of obtain-

ing juft and honorable terms; but fuch terms

muft be very different from thofe which the pub-

lic declarations of the French had for a long

time pall indicated. The queflion being put,

the motion was of courfe negatived by a great

majority.

On the 18th of February, Mr. Wilberforce

renewed his annual motion, perhaps—(ince the

feelings of the houfe had long become callous

upon the fubje£t—better omitted, for the aboli-

tion
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tion of the flave-trade. The motion was fup-

ported neverthelefs with eloquence and ardor

by Mr. Fox, Mr.. Pitt, Mr. Smith, and others j

and it was oppofed with equal vehemence by

"Sir William Yonge, Mr. Dundas, and general

Tarleton, member for Liverpool, the chief em-

porium of this horrid traffic. The general at

length moved to poflpone the farther conside-

ration of the bufmefs for four months, which

was ultimately carried, no doubt to the equal

aftoniihrnent and chagrin of the chancellor of

ihe Exchequer, whofe influence unfortunately

extended to every queftion but this,

A great variety of papers on the fubjecl of

finance having been fome weeks before the

'houfe, Mr. Grey, on the 10th of March, moved

that the houfe mould refolve itfelf into a com-

mittee to enquire into the Itate of the nation,

enforcing his motion by a fpeech replete with

information of the moft intereiiing nature. On
taking the eitimate of the three preceding years

of the war, we had added 77 millions to the

capital of our funded debt. Whatever fums

had been voted by parliament were invariably

upon eitimate, but the real expence was much
greater. In addition to the parliamentary grants,

enormous fums of money had been expended

without the confent of parliament. At the be-

ginning of the war the miniiter had pledged

2cf himielf,
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himfelf, as far as poffible to keep down the ex-

traordinaries of the army and navy, and to pre-

vent the accumulation of unfunded debt : but it

was a fact that the whole aggregate of the ex-

traordinaries incurred in the wars of king Wil-

liam and queen Anne did not amount to one

half of the extraordinaries of the prefent year,

The total of the fums fpent in this war of defeat

and difgrace, without the confent of parlia-

ment, Mr. Grey Hated at 31,280,000/. of which

1,100,000/. had been applied to the erection

of barracks—termed with propriety, by judge

Blackftone, * inland fortrefles.' But the enor-

mous extent of the expenditure was by no

means the only or the mofr. alarming circum-

ftance attending it. The mode of advancing

money to the government by the Bank had un-

doubtedly the fanction of parliament, but it was

a practice which had been limited and reftrained

by the conftitutional jealoufy of the legiflature.

No maxim was better underftood in that houfe

than that no advance beyond a fpecified limit

mail be made to government by the Bank in

anticipation of the revenue. This prevented

the minifter from having a command of money

without the confent of parliament, and it alfo

enabled the Bank to afford that commercial

afliftance which was the primary object of the

inftitution. Thefe falutary maxims had been

molt
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moft grofsly violated by the prefent minifter, and

his conduct had been greatly diftreffing to the

commercial part of the country. On the lit of

January, 1793, the Bank was in advance to go-

vernment 11,643,000/. which accounted for the

inability of the directors to affift as ufual the

mercantile credit. This practice had been pro-

vided againft by the act of William and Mary,

which eftablifhed the company; but when a

bill upon a vote of credit a few feihons ago

patted through the houfe, a claufe was furrep-

titioufly introduced which entirely fruftrated the

falutary purpofes of the a£t in this refpecl. A
vaft floating debt, Mr. Grey faid, remained to

be provided for, notwithstanding the loan al-

ready negotiated; and the amount of the taxes

already impofed during the war, or exilting pre-

vious to it, fell fhort of the annual revenue

which wrould be neceflary for the fupport even

of a peace eftablifhment—no lefs than two mil-

lions and a half. And Mr. Grey conjured the

houfe, in an eloquent peroration* to dread the

over-grown influence of a miniller whofe whole

conduct was radically holiile to the fundamen-

tal principles of our conftitution.

In reply, Mr. Jenkinfon iniilted that the pre-

fent pofture of affairs afforded no farhcient

ground for enquiry, and that the increafed ex-

penfe of wars was owing to the increafed pro-

fpcrity
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fperity of the nation. If the war was juft and

ncceiTary, which he fhould always maintain,

iince it had been fanftioned by parliament, he

did not fee how the expenfe of the war, which

was alfo fanctioned by parliament, fhould be-

come a proper fubject of their enquiry ; and

he therefore moved the order of the day ; which,

with much debate, was carried by a large mar

jority.

That Mr. Grey did not in any degree exagge-

rate the public embarraffments, and the minifte-

rial mifconduct which had occafioned them, but

too foon and too plainly appeared ; for, after a

fhort interval, Mr. Pitt came forward with a

proportion (March 13) for a fecond loan, to the

amount of (even millions and a half, in order,

as he faid, to take out of the market a great

proportion of the paper conftituting the un-

funded debt, which was contracted for on

nearly the fame terms as the former. Inltead of

blufhing at the unparalleled enormity of thefe

fucceffive demands—amounting to 43 millions

and a half fieri ing in fourteen months, for pay-

ing the intereft upon which new taxes were

impofed, in perpetuity, to the amount of

3,300,000/.—Mr. Pitt hoped that nothing would

difcourage the houfe from perfevering in a war

whofe end was fo laudable. He infilled, as he

had fo often before done, upon the ruined ftate

of
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of the finances of France, and concluded by

exclaiming: "The ultimate iflue of the conteft

muft be glorious, if we are not wanting to our-

felves ! We (hall, by the bleffing of Providence,

deliver ourfelves from the wont of dangers, and

at the fame time tranfmit to pofterity a moil

ufeful leflbn, that a bankrupt, turbulent, and

lawlefs nation cannot meafure itfelf with the

fpontaneous and well-regulated conduct of a

free and loyal country!" After much warm dif-

cuffion the refolutions moved by Mr. Pitt were

agreed to.

It is worthy of remark, that, in the year

1782, a committee, of which Mr. Pitt was a

member, was appointed by parliament to exa-

mine the public accounts of the kingdom ; and,

jn their report, they obferve, " that the enor-

mous amount of the extraordinaries incurred

without the confent of the parliament is an

abufe of the moil alarming nature, enabling

minifters to deceive the nation by keeping back

the great expenfes of the war, and concealing

thereby the extent of its engagements." In the-

ihort fpace of three years, which had elapfed

fince the commencement, a debt funded and

unfunded, fcarcely Ihort of a hundred millions,

had been already contracted, and all enquiry

into the neceflity of this incredible expenditure

uniformly denied, Surely then it cpinnot be too

harlh
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harih to characterize the financial adminiftration

of Mr. Pitt as exhibiting a fyftem infamoufly

improvident. If a national bankruptcy mould

be the ultimate, as it feems the inevitable, re-

mit of this fyflem, let us thank God that the

land remains, and that no extravagance of

kings or miniflers can annihilate it. If our

government could have had fuch communion

with the inhabitants of the fun or moon, or

any other agents vifible or invisible, as by part-

ing with territory to have obtained the means

of fupplying their immediate purpofes, there

would not have been by this time an acre of

ground left for an Englishman to have fet his

foot upon. But regret and indignation are alike

ufelefs and unavailing ; and we fubmit to the

opprefiions inflicted by fuch an adminiftration as

the prefent, as to a plague, a famine, or an

earthquake, or any other vilitation of Provi-

dence in the natural or moral world.

Nothing very remarkable occurred in parlia-

ment after this till the beginning of May, when

Mr. Grey brought forward an elaborate feries

of refolutions, tending to eftablilh the follow-

ing conclufions :—That miniilers had violated

the exprefs ftipulations of the Appropriation

Act, by applying grants to other fervices than

thofe for which they were voted ; that they

had prefented falfo accounts to the houfe to

conceal
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Conceal this infraction ; that they had violated

another law for regulating the office of pay-

mafter-general of the forces.—The refolutions

were no lcfs than fifteen in number, the laft of

which ftated that, in the inftances fpecified,

his majefty's minifters had been guilty of pre-

fenting falfe accounts, calculated to mislead

the judgment of the houfe—of a flagrant viola-

tion of various a£is of parliament, and of a grofs

misapplication of the public money : and Mr.

Grey declared, at the fame time, his purpofe,

if thefe refolutions were carried, to make them

the bafis of an impeachment for high crimes

and mifdemeanours.—Mr. Grey requefled the

houfe to recollect that there was an act pafTed

every feffion, after the grants for the year were

made, appropriating certain fums to certain pur-

pofes ; which act had, as Mr. Grey proved in

numerous and very important inftances, been

moll grofsly violated. The money appropriated

to clothing the army, for example, had never

been fo applied, and there was then due fix

hundred thoufand pounds and upwards to the

feveral colonels of regiments, &c. upon this

account. It was very pollible that exigencies

might arife which would juftify, in a certain

degree, deviations from the Act of Appropria-

tion, but in fuch cafes the neceffiry ought to be

ftated to the houfe, and an indemnity granted.

On
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On the contrary, great pains had been taken to

impofe upon the houfe by falfe accounts, as ap-

peared by reference to what is ftyled, in par-

liamentary language, the Difpofition Paper—-a

document eftabliihed at the Revolution, as a

real account, for the information of parliament,

how the fupplies were employed. This paper

he now arraigned as completely falfe. It ftated

that the fums voted for the army, &c. had been

iflued when that branch of the fervice was Hill

in arrear.—The queftion before the houfe was,

whether they would fuffer this official ftatement

to become a mere form, and the minifter to

apply the public money as he thought proper,

in defiance of the folemn enactments of the

legiflature ? In direct violation alfo of an act.

of parliament, the paymafter of the army was

allowed to retain in his hands a very large ba-

lance of the public money, which ought to have

been paid into the Bank.

Mr. Pitt's defence was very vague and gene-

ral. " The Act of Appropriation had at no

time (he faid) been ftrictly adhered to ; though

he allowed that the recent deviations from it

had been greater than formerly. It was no re-

proach to the Treafury not to be able to afcer-

tain things in their nature inafcertainable. Con-

lidering the variety of operations to which the

viqws of minilters mutt be directed in a war

lik.e
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like the prefent, and the necefiary changes

which mull take place, it would ill accord with

the public fervice to bind them down by the

ftricl: letter of the acl. The balance in the

hands of the paymafter was (he faid) temporary

and accidental, and owing to the refufal of

the directors of the Bank to receive Exchequer-

bills as cafh ; but they had fmce agreed to re-

ceive them."

Mr. Fox obferved, that " whoever had heard

the defence fet up, without adverting to the ac-

cusation, would have thought that the latter

was directed againft the incurring any extra-

ordinaries at all ; not that they had been in-

curred improvidently, or had been with-held

improperly from the houfe ; or, when incurred

and provided for, that the money voted for them

had not been applied to their difcharge. Ar-

guing generally, it was no doubt certain that,

when neceflity demanded, the A6f. of Appropri-

ation muft be difpenfed with ; and this fort of

argument would apply to any other law, inevi-

table neceflity being an anfwer to every thing.

The great matter to be explained was, why

were the funis voted by the houfe for extra-

ordinary purpofes not applied to their original

defoliation ?—That the money originally voted

was applied neceffarily to other purpofes was

no reafon for delaying the payment one hour

after
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after the fucceeding grant which included and

provided for all preceding deficiencies. The
minifter had anfwered this by the avowal of a

fyftem which tended to bring our finances into

the greateft confuiion—that new grants for old

demands mould be applied to the difcharge of

ftill newer demands : fo that to the uncertainty

of the appropriation of grants there would be

no end. Without fome alteration in this prac-

tice, neither the houfe of commons nor the pub-

lic could ever know that money was applied to

the purpofes to which the law deftined it."—Mr.

Fox feverely cenfured the infringement of the

a£t relative to the office of paymaster. " If the

Bank refufed Exchequer-bills, the money ought

to have been ilmed fome other way. If the

Bank had not confented to the new arrange-

ment, was the balance never to be paid as the

act of parliament poiitively directed?"—The pre-

vious queftion at length releafed the minifter

from one of the molt difagreeable dilemmas he

had ever found himfelf in ; and the refolutions

of Mr. Grey were virtually rejected by a vair. ma-

jority of 171 voices.

Nearly at the fame time the marquis of Lanf-

down, actuated by the fame general views with

Mr. Grey, moved the houfe of lords for the

appointment of a committee to enquire into the

ftate of the public expenditure. " Many re-

forms
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forms (his lordfhip faid) had been clearly and

ably pointed out in the reports of the commif-

iioners of accounts nominated during the late

war, which had been neglected by the prefent

miniilers ; and the time would fail him fhould

he enumerate all the abufes which had been

introduced and fanclioned by them. He was

tired of infpecling that regifter of corruption, the

Red Book. But, above all other abufes and

innovations, his lordfhip deprecated that which

he faid fwallowed up the reft

—

the pozver infi-

dioajly acquired by the minifler of obtaining advances

from the Bank to an unlimited amount. By a moft

falutary regulation of the original act of king

William, the Bank was reftricted within very

narrow bounds. But this reftraint had been re-

pealed by a claufe fo artfully inferted in a late

a£t of parliament, that had it not been for the

vigilance of a noble lord then prefent (the earl

of Lauderdale) it would have pafted wholly un-

noticed. In confequence of this repeal, the

Bank might llretch their credit to government

at pleafure ; and the minifter, without confent

of parliament, had an ample refource within his

reach. His lordfhip wimed to have it tho-

roughly afcertained, whether, and how far, the

public expenfes had increafed beyond the fup-

plies annually granted by parliament ?"—After a

vol. v. 2 d warm
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warm debate the motion was negatived by 104

to 12 voices only.

On the 10th of May an addrefs to the king

was moved in both houfes—by the earl of Guild-

ford in the upper, by Mr. Fox in the lower

houfe of parliament—drawn in terms of remark-

able vigor and ability,, and containing many

finking and important though uncourtly and

unwelcome truths. The addrefs declared " That

the duty incumbent upon parliament no longer

permitted them to ciflfemble their deliberate

opinion that the diftrefs, difficulty, and peril, to

which this country is now fubje&ed, have arifen

from the mifconduct of the king's minifters, and

are likely to fubfift and increafe as long as the

fame principles which have hitherto guided

thefe minifters fhall continue to prevail in the

councils of Great Britain.—It is painful to us

(fay the fupporters of this high-fpirited addrefs^

to remind your majefty of the fituation of your

dominions at the beginning of the war, and of

the high degree of profperity to which the lkili

and induftry of your majefty's fubjects had, un-

der the fafeguard of a free conftitution, raifed

the Britifti empire, fince it can only fill your

mind with the melancholy recollection of pro-

fperity abufed, and of opportunities of fecuring

permanent advantages wantonly rejected. Nor

fliall
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fliall we prefume to wound your majefty's bene-

volence, by dwelling on the fortunate confe-

quences which might have arifen from the me-

diation of Great Britain between the powers

then at war, which might have enfured the

permanence of our profperity while it preferved

all Europe from the calamities which it has

fince endured,—a mediation which this king-

dom was fo well fitted to carry on with vigor

and dignity, by its power, its character, and

the nature of its government, happily removed

at an equal diftance from the contending ex-

tremes of licentioufnefs and tyranny.—From

this neutral and impartial fyftem of policy your

majefty's minifters were induced to depart by

certain meafures of the French government, of

which they complained as injurious and hoftile

to this country. With what juftice thofe com-

plaints were made we are not now called upon

to determine, fince it cannot be pretended that

the meafures of France were of fuch a nature

as to preclude the poffibility of adjufhnent by

negotiation ; and it is impoflible to deny that

the power which (huts up the channel of ac-

commodation muft be the real aggreflbr in war.

To reject negotiation is to determine on hoftili-

ties ; and, whatever may have been the nature

of the points in queftion between us and France,

we cannot but pronounce the refufal of fuch an

2 d 2 authorized
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authorized communication with that country as

might have amicably terminated the difpute to

be the true and immediate caufe of the rupture

which followed.

" Nor can we forbear to remark that the pre-

tences under which your majeily's minifters then

haughtily refufed fuch authorized communica-

tion have been fufficiently expofed by their own
conduct: in fince fubmitting to a fimilar inter-

courfe with the fame government.
fC The mifguided policy which thus rendered

the war inevitable appears to have actuated your

majenVs minifters in their determination to con-

tinue it at all hazards. At the fame time we
cannot but obferve that the obltinacv with which

they have adhered to their defperate fyftem is

not more remarkable than their verfatiiity in the

pretexts upon which they have juflified it. At

one period the ilrength, at another the weak-

nefs, of the enemy, have been urged as motives

for continuing the war ; the fucceflee as well as

the defeats of the allies have contributed only

to prolong the conteft ; and hope and defpair

have equally ferved to involve us ftill deeper in

the horrors of war, and to entail upon us an

endlefs train of calamities.

After the original pro fefled objects had been

obtained by the expuliion of the Trench armies

from the territories of Holland and the Auftrian

Nether-
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Netherlands, we find your majefty's minifters,

influenced cither by arrogance or by infatuated

ambition, and the vain hope of conquefts which,

if realized, could never compenfate to the na-

tion for the blood and treafure by which they

muft be obtained, rejecting unheard the over-

tures made by the Executive Council of France,

at a period when circumilances were fo emi-

nently favorable to your majefty and your allies,

that there is every reafon to fuppofe that a ne-

gotiation commenced at fuch a juncture muff,

have terminated in an honorable and advan-

tageous peace ; to the profpefts ariling from

fuch an opportunity they preferred a blind and

ob'ftinate perfeverance in a war which could

fcarce have any remaining object but the unjus-

tifiable purpofe of impofing upon Trance a go-

vernment difapproved of by the inhabitants of

that country ; and fuch was the infatuation of

thefe minifters, that, far from being able to

frame a wife and comprehenfive fyftem of po-

licy, they even rejected the few advantages that

belonged to their own unfortunate fcherhe. The

general exiftence of a deiign to interpofe in the

internal government was too manifeft not to

rouze into atlive hoftility the national zeal of

that people; but their particular pro eel were

too equivocal to attract the confidence or .

cure the co-operation of thofe Frenchmen who

2p3 were



406 GEORGE III.

were difaffe£ted to the government of their coun-

try. The nature of thefe plans was too clear

not to provoke formidable enemies, but their

extent was too ambiguous to conciliate ufeful

friends.

ff We beg leave farther to reprefent to your

majefty, that, at fubfequent periods, your mi-

nifters have fullered the moft favorable oppor-

tunities to efcape of obtaining an honorable and

advantageous pacification. They did not avail

themfelves, as it was their duty to have done,

of the unbroken ftrength of the general confe-

deracy which had been formed againft France

for the purpofe of giving effecl: to overtures for

negotiation. They faw the feceflion of feveral

powerful ftates from that confederacy, they fuf-

fered it to diflblve without an effort for the at-

tainment of a general pacification. They loaded

their country with the odium of having engaged

in a combination charged with the molt quef-

tionable and unjuftifiable views, without avail-

ing themfelves of that combination for procuring

favorable conditions of peace. That, from this

fatal neglect, the progrefs of hoftilities has only

ferved to eftablifh the evils which might cer-

tainly have been avoided by negotiation, but

which are now confirmed by the events of the

war. We have felt that the unjuftifiable and

impracticable attempt to eftablifh royalty in

France
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France by force has only proved fatal to its un-

fortunate fupporters. We have feen with regret

the fubjugation of Holland, and the aggran-

difement of the French republic ; and we have

to lament the alteration in the ftate of Europe,

not only from the fuccelfes of the French, but

from the formidable acquisitions of fome of the

allied powers on the fide of Poland—acquifi-

tions alarming from their magnitude, but flill

more fo from the manner in which they have

been made ; thus fatally learning that the war

has tended alone to eflablifh the very evils for

the prevention of which it was avowedly under-

taken.

" On a review of fo many inftances of grofs

and flagrant mifconducl:, proceeding from the

fame pernicious principles, and directed with

incorrigible obftinacy to the fame mifchievous

ends, we deem ourfelves bound, in duty to your

majefty and to our conitituents, to declare that

we fee no rational hope of redeeming the affairs

of the kingdom, but by the adoption of a lyflem

radically and fundamentally different from that

which has produced our prefent calamities.

" Unlefs your majefty's minifters ihal], from

a real conviction of paft errors, appear inclined

to regulate their conduct upon fuch a fyiiem,

we can neither give any credit to the fincenty

,of their profellions of a with for peace, nor re-

2 d 4 pofe
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pofe any confidence in them for conducting a

negotiation to a profperous iffue. Odious as

they are to an enemy, who will ftill believe

them fecretly to cheriili thofe unprincipled and

chimerical projects which they have been com-

pelled in public to difavow, contemptible in

the eyes of all Europe from the difplay of in-

fmcerity which has marked their condutl, our

only hopes reft on your majefty's royal wifdom

and unqueftioned affection for your people, that

you will be gracioufly pleafed to adopt maxims

of policy more fuitable to the circumftances of

the times than thofe by which your majefty's

rninifters appear to have been governed, and

to direcl: your fervants to take meafures which,

by differing eftentially, as well in their tendency

as in the principle upon which they are found-

ed, from thofe which have hitherto marked their

conduct, may give this country fome reafonable

hope, at no very diftant period, of the eftabliih-

ment of a peace fuitable to the interefts of Great

Britain, and likely to preferve the tranquillity of

Europe."

This incomparable addrefs excited very ani-

mated debates in both houfes ; and the rninif-

ters, ftung and mortified to the quick, in vain

attempted to clear themfelves from the fevere

and heavy imputations contained in it—impu-

tations which will molt indubitably be ratified

by
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by the verdict of a difcerning and impartial

pofterity. But, on the diviiion, it appeared that

they had as mueh the advantage in numbers as

their opponents in argument—the motions both

of lord Guildford and Mr. Fox being negatived

by prodigious majorities. The public bufinefs

being now concluded, his majefty terminated

the feffion (May 19, 1796) with a fpeech from

the throne, filled with the higheft compliments

to both houfes " for the uniform wifdom, tem-

per, and firmnefs, which had appeared in all

their proceedings lince their firft meeting in that

place." And, on the following day, a procla-

mation was ifiued for their diflblution, and an

end was happily put to the political exiitence of

this flill confiding, (till confounded parliament,

which had fo enormoufly, and with fuch blind

and obftinate rafhnefs, added to the preflure of

the public burdens, and involved the nation

in a contefr. the molt ruinous, the moil unjuft,

and the mod unneceflary, in which it had ever

been engaged fince the foundation of the Eng-

lilli monarchy.

In confequence of the total fubjugation of

Holland by the French armies, hoftilities in that

quarter were for the prefent altogether extin-

guished ; but in other parts the war was carried

on with increafed and redoubled fury. The

Auftrian armies were now placed under the

command
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command of the archduke Charles, brother to

the emperor, a young prince of great fpirit and

gallantry, and who was faid to inherit no incon-

siderable iliare of thofe military talents which

had fo eminently diftinguifhed his illuftrious an-

ceftor, the great duke of Lorraine. The armi-

ftice expiring on the 31 ft of May, the operations

of the campaign upon the Rhine began by a

fuccefsful attack on the part of the French upon

the Auftrian pofts fituated on the Sieg and the

Lahn, dreams which run in a weftward direc-

tion into that great river, with a view of open-

ing the way to Mentz, the fiege of which they

once more meant to a i tempt. But the Auftri-

ans, afiembling in great force, compelled the

French to retreat and refume their former posi-

tions. A totally different plan was now there-

fore adopted ; and general Moreau, who com-

manded the army ot the Rhine and Mofelie,

feigning preparations for another and mere fe-

rious attack, drew off his troops with the utmoft

fecrefy, and by forced marches arrived at Straf-

burg : and notwithftanding an accidental inun-

dation which raifed the waters of the Rhine

to an uncommon height, he effected the pafFage

of the river, and by a fudden and furious affault

reduced the fortrefs of Kehl on the oppolite

bank. General Wurmfer, who commanded in

this quarter, unable to withftand the impetuofity

of
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of this irruption, immediately applied to the

archduke for aid j and his imperial highnefs,

fenfible of the importance of checking early the

progrefs of the French in the Brifgau, haiiened

in perfon with a large body of troops to his ailift-

ance. Before the arrival of this reinforcement,

however, the Auftrians had been worded in va-

rious engagements, and the paries of the Black

Foreft forced in feveral parts. General ~\\ urm-

fer having at length formed a junction with the

archduke, they took a very advantageous por-

tion near the village of Ettingen, v\ here they

waited the attack of the French; and on the

9th of July a molt bloody battle was fought at

this fpot with defperate valor on both fides.

Fortune at laft decided in favor of the republi-

cans, and the Auftrians, retreating with preci-

pitation into the heart of Germany, left the for-

treffes of Mentz, Manheim, Philipfburg, and

Ehrenbreitilein, to their natural defence.

General Jourdain, who commanded the army

of the Sambre and Meufe, having repafled the

Lahn, was by this time before the gates of

Frankfort; fo that the French were now mafiers

of the whole ccurfe of the Rhine, from the con-

fines of Switzerland to the Weilphalian fron-

tier. General Moreau, after taking pqAeflion

of Fribourg, the chief town in die Brifgau, and

Stutgard, the capital of the duchy of Wirteni-

berg,
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berg, crpffed the Necker, reducing the entire

circle of Suabia to fubmiilion. Jourdain in the

mean while marching through Frankfort, Afchaf-

fenburg, and Wurtzburg, all of which places

furrendered almoft to his firft fummons, found

himfelf in poffeffion of the whole of Franconia.

A divifion of the army of the Rhine and Mo-
felle, under Ferino, having at the other extre-

mity of the line feized upon the city of Con-

usance, and the various fortrefles on the Lake,

the republican armies formed an immenfe chain,

of which the left extended to the frontiers of

Bohemia and Saxony, and the right to the Tyro-

]ian mountains. In thefe circumftances the

duke of Wirtemberg and the prince of Baden,

bereft of their territories, fent ambaffadors to

the Directory to fue for peace, which was grant-

ed them on their engaging to withdraw from

all alliances offenfive and defenfive into which

they had entered againft the republic, and to

cede to France whatever territory they poffelfed,,

which was but of trivial account, on the left or

French fide of the Rhine. A new treaty of

friendship and alliance was at the fame time

concluded with the king of Pruffia, who, de-

lighted to fee the humiliation of the houfe of

Auftria, was occupied only with the thought

how to convert the pafiing events of the war to

his own advantage. With this view, and truft-
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ing to the connivance at leaft of the French, he

detached a body of troops to feize upon the im-

perial city of Nurenburg, upon which he took

this opportunity to advance fome abfurd and fri-

volous claims.

As the French armies advanced into Qer-

manv, the inhabitants, who were at firft much

biaffed in their favor, and ftrongly attached to

the principles upon which the revolution liad

been originally founded, began to perceive that

principles and practices were not neceffarily con-

noted, and that, in the prefent inftance, they

were far as the poles afunder. The contribu-

tions levied by the French generals for the fup-

port of their troops in the German principali-

ties were fo heavy as to make the Germans bit-

terly to regret the milder tyranny of their own
petty defpots ; and the troops, flufhed with the

pride of victory, indulged in all manner of mili-

tary licenfe. The French government had never

really or fcrioufly entertained the defign of efta-

bliming their dominion or influence on the eaft-

ern fide of the Rhine, and lince their connec-

tion with Pruiha they were particularly careful

not to alarm the court of Berlin by any projects

of revolutionizing the empire. The bond of

union between them was the defire of humbling

the power of the Auftrian houfe ; which it was

now, as at all other times, the true policy of

Great
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Great Britain to fupport and ftrengthen. "When

the emperor indulged the wild ambition of ag-

grandizing himfelf at the expence of France,

and of partitioning her provinces, it would in-

deed have been not only the higheft wifdom,

but the trueft friendfhip, in the court of Lon-

don, to have interpofed her powerful and irre-

fiftible mediation to reftrain thefe fooliih and

dellruclive projects. But circumitances were

at prefent totally changed : France had not only

repelled her infolent invaders, but the emperor

was in danger of being attacked in his here-

ditary dominions j and France was now the

nation whofe vaft preponderancy threatened the

balance of power and the liberties of Europe,

All the feelings which had been originally inter-

efted in her favor were now excited againfi:

her, and all impartial perfons wifhed to fee the

armies of France in their turn compelled to

abandon their conquefts, and regarded the arch-

duke with emotions of affection and admiration,

as the glorious and patriotic defender of his na-

tive country.

The two invading armies continued their

march without meeting any confiderable refin-

ance, till that of the Rhine and Mofelle, after

taking pofleffion of Ulm, Donawert, and other

towns in the fame direction, arrived, Auguft

the 24th, on the banks of the Lech, a large

river
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river running into the Danube, and which di*

vides the circles of Suabia and Bavaria. Here a

body of Auftrians were polled near Augfburg,

who difputed the paffage very gallantly ; but

the high fortune of the French prevailed, and

general Moreau, entering Bavaria in triumph,

took poffeffion of Munich on the 27th. In the

mean time the archduke had directed his chief

attention to the army of the Sambre and Me Life,

under the command of general Jourdain; and

contenting himfelf to remain upon the defenfive,

ftrongly entrenched on the right of the Ihn, a

ilream flowing parallel with the Lech, lent very

ftrong reinforcements to general Wartenlleben,

who commanded on that fide of the Danube.

In confequence of this feafonable junction, the

Auftrian general attacked, Auguft 22, the van

of Jourdain's array, which had arrived within a

lew days' march ot Ratifbon, with forces fo fupe-

rior, that general Bernadotte, who conducted it,

was compelled to fall back in confufion upon

the main body, which, in the face of a victo-

rious enemy, and in the midft of a country ren-

dered univerfally hoftile by the injuries and the

depredations they had fuitained, cut off from

all communication with France, diminiihed in

its numbers, and hopelefs of effecting the in-

tended junction with Moreau, had no option

but to retreat. This was not accompiifhed with-

out
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out extreme difficulty and very great lofs. The'

inhabitants of the countries through which they

had marched now feized with eagernefs the

favorable moment to retaliate upon the French

army, which, loaded with the fruit of their ra-

pine, were more fedulous to efcape WTith their

fpoils than to incur any further rifle of lofing their

treafure, together with their lives. The Auftrian

troops alfo hung on the rear and flanks of the

French fo clofely, that no refpite was allowed

them ; almoft daily conflicts took place, nor did

Jourdain think his army in fafety, till, repaffing

Bamberg and Wurtzburg, he gained the banks

of the Lower Rhine. In an aelion near Alten-

kirchen the French loft a meft able officer in

general Marceau, a young man whofe gallant

conduct and riling talents had excited the ad-

miration of his generous adversary the archduke,

who caufed all military honors to be paid to his

memory. By this retreat of the army of the

Sambre and Meufe the fituation of that of the

Rhine and Mofelle was rendered extremely cri-

tical, as the left flank of Moreau was left unco-

vered, and a part of the Auftrian forces were

falling into his rear, while frefh battalions ad-

vanced on the fide of the Tyrolefe, feeming to

threaten the furrounding him—the archduke

fteadily maintaining his polition in front, infu-

iated as he now was in the centre of Germany,

and
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and the garrifons of Mentz, Manheim, and Phi-

liplburg, ftill remaining in the hands of the

enemy. General Moreau had indeed ventured

to crofs the Ifer, in the hope that his farther

advances to Vienna would incite the archduke

to change his pofitions, and enable Jourdain

to refume the attack. But finding that his im-

perial highnefs had joined, September 1ft, the

army of general Kray at Bamberg, and that

the defeat of Jourdain was in confequence com-

plete, he faw the necellity of concentrating

his forces, in order to provide for his own fafe-

ty. He immediately withdrew his troops in

the belt order from the electorate of Bavaria,

and, repairing the Lech, encamped in a flrong

polition between the city of Ulm and the Lake

of Conftance. PrefTed both in front and rear,

he determined to give battle to the enemy, and

on the 3d of October he gained at Stenhaufen

a decilive victory over the Auftrian general La-

tour, making no lefs than five thoufand men
prifoners. But this advantage was far from

extricating him from the great and numerous

dangers with which he was environed ; lince

the archduke had fucceeded in cutting off all

communication with the Rhine, by feizing

upon thofe paffes in the Black Foreft through

which Moreau had to retreat, and in gaining

poffeffion of the Villes Fcreftieres, which lay

vol.v. 2e on
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on the Rhine, and which bounded the Swifs

territory. An advanced body of Auftrians,

under the generals Nauendorf and Petrafch, lay

, in wait to attack the French in front ; while ge-

neral Latour, now ftrengthened by reinforce-

ments, purfued them clofely in the rear. At

the entrance of the Black Foreft the mountains

rife fo boldly, and the defile through which

Moreau attempted to force a pafTage was fo

narrow, that fcarcely could fifty men march

abreaft. Attacked as he was on all fides, he

fucceeded beyond all previous expectation and

probability in repulfmg the efforts of the enemy

;

and, in the face of the greateft dangers and

the mod powerful oppofition, he at length

brought his army, without any material lofs, to

JYibourg, through a hoftile country 300 miles

in extent—making a moll courageous and lion-

like retreat, often turning upon his purfuers,

defeating them in a variety of conflicts, and

taking very many prifoners, colors, and cannon.

The winter drawing on, general Moreau aban-

doned the Brifgau, and pafled the Rhine at

Brifac and Huninguen, leaving a ftrong gar-

rifon in the fortrefs of Kehl, the trenches before

which were opened by the archduke November

25. It was defended with heroic bravery by

general Defaix, and was not reduced till the

end of the year, the works being converted

into
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into an heap of ruins. Thus ended the expe-

dition of the French into the imperial terri-

tory ; and thus fuccefsful were the Aunrians,

under the gallant conduct of their young com-

mander, in overthrowing the gigantic plans of

conqueft formed in the delirium of uninterrupt-

ed profperity by an exafperated and formidable

enemy.

The campaign in Italy this fummer was ftill

more interesting and important than that of

Germany. During the three preceding years

the French had attempted in vain to pierce

through Piedmont into the interior of Italy,

The immenfe barrier of mountains which di-

vide that country from Savoy feemed to oppofe

an infurmountable obftacle to their progrefs„

The republicans were indeed in poffeiiion of

the coaft from Nice to Genoa ; but the pafTes

into Lombardy were guarded with fuch care,

that no apprehenfion feemed to be entertained

by the court of Turin, with refpeft to the fu-

ture. But in confequence of the magnificent

plan of military operations formed this year by

Carnot, formerly war-minifler, and now a mem-
ber of the Direclorv, great reinforcements were

fent to the army of Italy, and the command
of it entrufted to a young officer of the name

of Buonaparte, a native of Corfica, whofe ex-

traordinary talents had upon divers recent oc-

2 e 2 cafions ,
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cafions recommended him to the notice, and

had obtained him the confidence, of that moll

difceming judge of merit.

The firft aclion of the Italian campaign took

place near Savona, on the ihores of the Medi-

terranean, in the vicinity of which the French

general occupied a pod at Voltri, fixteen leagues

diilant from Genoa. In this fituation he was

attacked (April 9, 1796) by the Auitrian and

Sardinian army under general Beaulieu, and

driven back to his lines near Savona. Prefu-

ining on their fuccefs, the Auftrians advanced

lapidly in the hope of cutting off the retreat

of the French troops. General Buonaparte,

foreseeing the probability of this fanguine pur-

fuit, detached a body of troops under general

Maflena, who, taking advantage of the night,

gained the rear of the Auftrian army. Gene-

ral Beaulieu began the attack near Montenottc

at break of day. The fuccefs was various,

until the divifion under MaiTena appeared on

the left Hank and rear of the enemy. Aftonith-

ed at this unexpected manoeuvre, the Aultrians

we^e thrown into the utmoil confunon, and fled

the field with the lofs of 3,5DO men, of whom
2,000 were made prifoners. This victory was

followed by another far more fignal and de-

cifive near the village of Millefimo. General

Buonaparte pufhing forward to the banks of the

Bormida,
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Bormida, the Auftrlans, retreating to the paflTes

of the mountains on the left of this river, halted

at Millefimo, and fortified the defiles leading

to it. Thefe were aiTaultcd April 11th, with

great impetuofity, by general Augcrea-u, and

forced after a vigorous refiftance. General Pro-

vcra, with his divifion of 1,500 Auftrian grena-

diers, throwing himfelf into the ruins of an old

caftle, defended his poll with fuch refolution

for feveral days, that the Aultrian army had

leifure to rally, and take new poihions. On
the 17th of April a general engagement took

place, and the generals Madeira and La Harpe,

palling the Bormida, furrounded the left wing

of the Austrian army, a great (laughter enfued,

and 8,000 men were made prifoncrs, with thir-

ty-two pieces of cannon. General Provera

was immediately obliged, with his brave divi-

fion, to furrender themfelves prifoners of war.

On the following day general Beaulieu fur-

prized the French, repofmg in full fecurity after

the fatigues of battle, at Dego on the banks of

the Bormida, but was neverthelefs repulfed

with conliderable lofs. The Piedmontefe and

Sardinian army now retreated with precipitation

towards Turin, being fuccellively driven from

the polls of Ceva, Mondovi, and Cherafco.

The French troops being within two days'

march of that capiial, his Sardinian majelty pro-

2 e 3 poied
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pofed a fufpenfion of arms, which was agreed'

to on terms dictated by general Buonaparte.

A definitive treaty was foon after concluded

by the king of Sardinia with the French go-

vernment at Paris, by which Savoy and Nice

were ceded for ever to the republic ; the ci-

ties of Coni, Aleffandria, and Tortona, deli-

vered provifionally into their hands ; and the

fortreffes of Suza and Brunetta, on the French

frontier, were totally demolished, leaving the

paffage to Italy at ali times open to the troops

of the republic. The hard fortune of the king

of Sardinia was the lefs to be lamented, as, by

taking, unprovoked, an early and decided part

with the enemies of France, this monarch had

entirely departed from thofe rules of prudence

which had in general marked the conduct of

the princes of the houfe of Savoy, whofe pride

and policy it was to hold the balance of Italy

between the two great powers of France and

Aultria.

The arifrocracy of Venice, which, thinking

itfelf hitherto little interested in the events of

the war, had manifefted an impolitic partiality

to Auftria, now perceived the neceflity of bend-

ing before the genius of the Gallic democracy.

The count de Provence, eldeft brother of the

late king of France, and who, hnce the death

of the infant dauphin, had ailumed the empty

title
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title of Louis XVIII. had redded for fome

time pall: in the city of Verona. This phan-

tom of a king now received orders from the Ve-

netian government to withdraw from their ter-

ritories. On the delivery of the meffage he

afferted his privilege as a Venetian nobleman ;

but offered to depart on receiving the fword of

Henry IV. prefented by him to the republic,

and on the farther condition of the erafure of

his name from the Golden Book. The podefta

replied, " that the latter, at his requeft, would

be eafily granted, but the fword of Henry IV.

was retained as a pledge for a debt of 12 mil-

lions due from him to the republic."—xAfter

wandering about Europe for many months, this

unfortunate prince found at laft an afylum at

Mittau in Courland, where, under the mag-

nificent protection of the court of Peterfburg,

he was enabled to form a permanent eftablifli-

ment.

In confequence of the repeated difafters ex-

perienced by general Beaulieu, that commander
determined to retire beyond the Po; and paiT-

ing that river at Valenza, he labored aflidu-

oufly to fecure himfelf from the expected at-

tack of the French at that poft. General

Buonaparte, marching along the fouthern bank
of that river, reached Placentia early on the

7th of May, and effected his paflage at that

2 e 4 place
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place in the courfe of the fame day, Ap*
prized of the approach of the Auftrians, who
moved along the northern bank of the Po,

general Buonaparte encountered the vanguard

of their army at Fombio, which was compelled

to retreat with lofs. Another body, coming up

to the affiftance of the firft, was intercepted

and repulfed by general La Harpe ; but this

advantage was feverely purchafed by the death

of this accomplifhed officer, who had in 1791,

being then an inhabitant of the Pays-de-Vaud,

been condemned to death by a judicial com-

miflion appointed by the magiftracy of Berne,

merely for the confpicuous part he had taken

as a friend and advocate of the French revo-

lution. General Berthier arrived in the in-

terval, and purfued the enemy to Cafal, of

which he took poffeffion. The dukes of Parma

and Modena, on whofe territory the French

had entered, were now compelled to fue for

peace, which was granted on the condition

of paying ten millions of livres, and yielding

up a certain number of paintings to adorn the

national mufeum, now forming, at Paris,

The Auftrians defeated at Fombio had made

good their retreat to Lodi, on the river Adda,

where general Beaulieu had concentrated his

forces. On the approach of the French they

abandoned the town with fo much hafte that

they
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they had not time to deftroy the bridge, which

was however defended by a molt formidable

artillery ; and the imperial troops were drawn

up (May 10) in line of battle to oppofe the

pafTage. The major part of the French generals

gave it as their opinion that an attempt to

force the pafTage would be too hazardous; but

general Buonaparte, apprehending that perni-

cious confequences might arife from a retreat,

gave inftant and peremptory orders for the af-

ault. Before day-break a column of carabi-

neers, followed by another of grenadiers, paifed

the bridge halfway, when a general difcharge

of the Auftrian artillery took place, and de-

ftroyed about 700 men. The column feemed

to be ftruck with terror—when general Buona-

parte in perfon appeared at their head, and,

infpiring frc ill courage by the enthufiafm of

his example, they rulhed forward with refift-

lefs impetuofity, amid the cries of " Vive la

Republique /" breaking the Auftrian line, feiz-

ing the batteries, and in a moment diliipating

the Imperial troops, who were petrified with

ailonithment at the fuccefsful madnefs of the

enterprize : and Buonaparte himfelf acknow-

ledged, in his difpatches to the Directory, that

of all the actions in which he had been en-

gaged, none equalled the terrible paiTage of the

Bridge of Lodi. While one part of the French

txmy
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army purfued Beaulieu towards Mantua, of

which they formed the blockade, the reft en-

tered Milan, the capital of Auftrian Lombardy,

on the 18th of May, the citadel neverthelefs

holding out for fome weeks.

The difperfion of the Auftrian army gave the

French general leifure to carry on his various

enterprizes againft the refpeclive ftates of Italy.

A detachment of troops took poffeflion of Le-

ghorn on the 28th of June, though belonging

to a neutral power, on pretext of dislodging the

Englifh, whofe property was confifcated to the

republic, while the main army entered the ter-

ritory of the ecciefiaftical ftate, and without

refiftance took poffeflion of the cities of Bo-

logna, Urbino, and Ferrara. Both the pope

and the king of Naples now fued for an ar-

miftice, which was granted to his Sicilian ma-

jefty, with whom the French had no with to

be at variance, on the eafy condition of with-

drawing all affiftance from the allied army.

But the pope was obliged not merely to cede

the towns in pofTeffion of the French, but the

city and fortrefs of Ancona on the Adriatic ;

alfo to pay the fum of 21 millions of francs;

and to deliver one hundred pictures, bulls, fta-

tues, or vafes, at the option of the commiihoners

who fhould be fent to Rome for that purpofe,

to be depofited as trophies of war, and orna-

ments
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ments of peace, in the national mufeum of

France.

The court of Vienna, confounded and alarmed

at the progrefs of the French in Italy, now

conferred the chief command of all their force

in that country upon that brave and experienced

officer rnarfhal Wurmfer, who, aflembling the

mattered remains of Beaulieu's army, and

ftrengthening them with great reinforcements,

eroded the Adige towards the end of July, and

attacked the polls of Sala and Corona, which

covered the city of Mantua, the blockade of

which was immediately raifed by the French,

and not without confiderable lofs. The Au-

itrians, emboldened by this fuccefs, made them-

felves mailers of the immenfe magazines formed

by the French near Brefcia, and, by the fkilful

exertions of the new general, in a great mea-

fure cut off the communication of the French

army with the Milanefe.

The reigning pope, Pius VI. a man of warm
paffions, and totally devoid of political dif-

cernment or difcretion, no fooner received the

intelligence of thefe fucceiTes, than he fent his

vice-legate to take poffeffion of Ferrara, now

evacuated by the French, notwithftanding the

fage and friendly remonftrances of the chevalier

Azzara, the Spanifh ambaflador, a man of an

highly-enlightened mind and excellent talents,

who
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who juilly reprefented this ftep as a direct vio-

lation of the armiftice between his holinefs and

the republic. The Ferrareie fceined bv no

means delighted in thus reverting to the papal

dominion, and it was not without difficulty that

they would permit the arms of the Roman
government to be reftored. General Buona-

parte, feeing himfelf in danger of being fur-

rounded, fuddenly withdrew his troops from

Verona and the banks of the Adigc, and by a

forced march regained poileHion of Brefcia.

He then collected his forces near the village

of Caftiglione, between the Lake of Garda

and the city of Mantua, marlhal Wurmfer hav-

ing likewife taken a polition in the fame vi-

cinity. The two armies joined battle on the

5th of Auguft with the molt obflinate refolu-

tion. The conflict was renewed on the next

and feveral following days ; but it terminated

at length in the total defeat of the Auftrians,

who were obliged to repafs the Adige with

very great lofs, leaving the country around

Mantua in poiTeffion of the French, who again

formed the blockade of that important place.

One great caufe of the lofs of this battle was

the defection of feveral brigades of Polilh

troops who ferved in the Imperial army, but

who were afterwards formed into a legion, and

entered into the fervice of the French republic.

Upon
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Upon this misfortune generanVurmfer retreated

to the paffes of the Tyrol, whither he was fol-

lowed by general Brune. And on the 4th of

September the Auftrians were again attacked

in their entrenched camp of Mori, which they

were compelled to abandon, with the city of

Roveredo, where they had eilablifhed their

magazines, and take refuge in the ftrong poll

of Galliano, not far dillant from the city of

Trent. But in this almoft impregnable pofition

they were once more affailed by general Mai-

iena, who, after a long and obltinate conflict,

defeated the Auftrians, reducing them to the

neceffity of retiring, with the lofs of 6,000 men
and 20 pieces of cannon, to the valley of

the Brenta. General Buonaparte, inftead of

attempting the impracticable paffes of the Ty-

rol, clofely purfued the Auftrians to the banks

of the Brenta ; and at Baffano, on that river,

the Imperialills again fuffered a total difcom-

fiture ; but by rapid and mediant marches ge-

neral Wurrrifer, righting his way through the

enemy, fucceeded in gaining the city of

Mantua, into which he threw himfelf and the

remnant of his wearied and Chattered army.

Genoa, after repeated efforts to maintain her

neutrality, was compelled to yield to the me-
naces of the French; and, by a convention

iigned October 9, agreed to iliut up her ports

gainfr
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againft the Englifh. Treaties of peace were

formally ratified with Naples and Parma ; but

it was found difficult to conclude a final fettle-

ment with the pope, of whom very hard con-

ditions were exafted. He was required to fet

at liberty all perfons, whether French or na-

tives, who were held in confinement on account

of political opinions ; to delill: from all perfecu-

tion on account of religious opinions ; to abo-

lifh the tribunal of the Inquilition ; to renounce

ail title to Avignon and the Venairlin ; to

pay 300,000 livres per month during the war ;

to leave Ferrara and Bologna, with their le-

gations, to the difpofal of the French; to con-

cede various fpecified commercial advantages

;

and to give to all thefe conditions a prompt

and unreferved afifent. The pope held a con-

gregation of cardinals to deliberate on the terms

thus offered, who unanimoufly agreed that they

wrere fubverfive both of the rights of religion

and fovereignty ; and a rejection immediately

followed.

At this period all Italy feemed to be heaving

from its political baiis. The government of

Naples, to which fuch favorable conditions of

peace had been recently granted, becaufe it did

not fuit the views or interefts of the French to

carry their arms into that diftant quarter, was

known to be funk to the loweft pitch of im-

becillity
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becillity and depravity. The tyranny of papal

Rome, confolidated by the ignorance and folly

of fucceflive ages, now manifeftly tottered to

its fall ; and Lombardy, divided amidft a num-

ber of petty defpots, catching the ftrong conta-

gion of the revolutionary fpirit, afpired to the

rank and dignity of a free and independent na-

tion. The whole country fouth of the Po,

Genoa excepted, now in poffeffion of the

French, appointed delegates, to the number of

one hundred, to meet in convention at the

city of Modena ; the ducal government being

previoufly diffolved, and the duke of Modena

himfelf, notwithftanding his armiftice with

France, having abandoned his territory, and

virtually abdicated his fovereignty. The Con-

vention met on the 16th of October, 1796,

and immediately decreed that there mould be

a fincere and indiffoluble union between the

four ftates of Bologna, Reggio, Modena, and

Ferrara—the new federation taking, from its

geographical fituation, the name of the Cifpa-

dane Republic. And, with the approbation

of the French general, a delegation was fent

to Milan, ftyled by them the Tranfpadane Re-

public, in order to eftabliih between the two

powers the bands of political union and frater-

nity. In return, the administrators of the pro-

viiional government of Milan were permitted

to
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to fend deputies to the general congrefs of the

Cifpadane Confederacy, now removed to Reg-

gio, and which, about the end of the year, re-

foived themfelves henceforth into a republic,

one and indivifible, on the model of France.

In the mean time the emperor, anxious to

the laft degree for the late of general Wurmfer

and the numerous garrifon inclofed in the

fortrefs of Mantua, ordered field-marihal AI-

vinzi, an officer of high reputation for military

talents, and the third commander-in-chief of

the Imperial forces in Italy during this cam-

paign, to alfemble an army on the borders of

the Tyrol, defcending thence in two grand

divifions along the Adige and Piava to Verona,

which was the head-quarters of the French

army. Marihal Alvinzi, who commanded in

perfon the latter divifion, having paffed the

Piava and Brenta, encountered the van of the

French conducted alfo in perfon by general

Buonaparte, who, after a (harp conflict, com-

pelled his. antagonift to repafs the Brenta. But

the Tyrol divifion having defeated the forces

oppofed to them under general Vaubois, it

became neceffary for Buonaparte to retreat, in

order to defend the pafles of the Adige. The

Auilrian general, now thinking the junction of

the two divifions infallible, flattered himfelf

with the fanguine hope of railing, in a fhort

time,
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time, the blockade of Mantua; but general

Buonaparte, difcerning clearly the fatal confe-

quences of fuch an event, refolved immediately

to rifk a general attack on the army of Alvinzi,

which had again advanced as far as the Adige.

Croffing therefore that river in the night of the

4th of November, the French general advanced

early in the morning to the village of Arcole,

through which he muft necefTarily force his

paffage in order to execute his plan. The vil-

lage was ftronglv iituated amid morafTes and

canals ; and the bridge which led to it was de-

fended with every effort of military fkill and

valor. For the whole day the conteft was con-

tinued to the manifeft difadvantage of the

French, who loft in the attempt fome of their

beft officers, and a very great number of men.

At length a detachment of the French, taking

a long circuit, carried the village by an impe-

tuous affault in the rear, but the Auftrians had

previously withdrawn their artillery and bag-

gage. The way being now open, on the 6th

of November, at day-break, the French com-

menced a general aclion : the centre of the Auf-

trians foon gave way, but, the wings being

fecured by the ftrength of their pofition, no

material imprefiion could be made. In the

night, general Buonaparte caufed bridges to

be thrown over the impracticable parts of the

vol. v. -2 f morafs,
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morafs, and the next morning the battle was
renewed with tenfold fury ; but, by a feries of

ikilful manoeuvres, the French having turned

the flanks of the Auftrian army, and a corps

placed in ambufcade falling upon their rear, 9
general confufion took place, and the Auftri«rs

fled on all fides, and a complete though bloody

victory was gained, " Never (fald general

Buonaparte in his difpatches) was field of battle

fo valoroufly difputed as that of Arcole." The
other divifion under general Davidovitch, which

had obtained fignal advantages over general

Vaubois, and had advanced within a fhort di-

ftance of Mantua, were now obliged, by ge-

neral Buonaparte, who joined Vaubois in per-

fon with reinforcements, to fall back with con-

fiderable lofs into the mountains of the Tyrol.

General Alvinzi now again repaffed the Brenta,

leaving Mantua to its fate ; but the gallant

veteran, Wurmfer, continued to defend that

important fortrefs with invincible pertinacity.

Notwithstanding the unfortunate iffue of Al-

vinzi's expedition, the pope did not feem the

more inclined to accede to the terms of accom-

modation offered him. Previous to the battle

of Arcole, general Buonaparte had written

with his own hand (October 26). a letter to

cardifial Mattei, archbilhop of Ferrara, en-

treating him to repair to Rome, and prevail, if

poflible,
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poflible, upon his holinefs to reflect upon the

nature of his fituation and the neceffity of act-

ing conformably to his true intereft, and de-

claring that peace was the wifh of the republic.

At the end of fix weeks an anfwer arrived from

the cardinal, ftating, " that his holinefs, as fove-

reign pontiff and depofitary on earth of the pre-

cepts promulgated by the Saviour of Mankind,

had ever been folicitous for the prefervation of

harmony in the great family of Chriftians ; that

he had felt the extremeft forrow in feeing France

delivered up to fuch wild excefles, and the

children of the church plunging themfelves into

fuch horrible diforders ; that the gentlenefs with

which he had treated thefe wanderers from the

fold of Chrift was fo far from having its due

effefl, that, blinded by the fucceis of their arms,

the French government had exacted from him

the overthrow and total deftruciion of religion)

the Gofpel, and the church ; that his holinefs,

after devoutly afking counfel of God, and re-

calling to mind the example of the antient mar-

tyrs, was decided to try the chance of war."

To give efficacy to this decifion, extraordinary

levies were ordered to be made in the eccle-

fiaftical ftate. The papal army was likewife

reinforced by a confiderable corps of German
troops, and count Colli appointed to the chief

command. The warlike ardor of the pope

2 f 2 feemed,
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feemed, however, to all but himfelf, more arc

objeft of ridicule than appreheniion. Very many

of ; his fubjecls awaited with impatience the ar-

rival of the French legions ; and the inhabitants

of the imperial city of Rome, who had imbibed

the prevailing revolutionary fpirit, triumphed in

the fanguine expectation of the reiloration, after

the lapfe of fo many ages, of the Roman re-

public, in all the fafcination of its antient forms

and titles.

The naval and mifcellaneous events of the

prefen t campaign are yet to be related. Since

the autumn of 1793, feveral potts had been

maintained in the illand of St. Domingo, with

great difficulty, and at an immenfe expenfe ot

blood and treafure to Great Britain. In fix

months after the landing, it was computed that

lix thoufand lives, including 130 officers, had

been lolt by that horrid peftilential diforder

known by the name of the yellow-fever. The

gpts cle cou/ew, and negroes, who poffeffed the

whole power of the illand, and had expelled

or extinguithed the white inhabitants, content-

ing thernfelves with the quiet enjoyment of the

interior of the country, fullered the Englilh to

retain their fatal conqueils on the coaft.

In the month of May the ifland.-of St. Lucia

was recovered by the exertions of general Aber-

crombie, r%# without a vigorous refinance on

the,
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tbe part of the French garrifon. The infur-

reclions, alfo, excited chiefly by the infidious

arts of the celebrated Victor Hugues, in the

iilands of Grenada, St. Vincent, Sec. were finally

quelled, after much bloodihcd

A French ftpaadron u'r^&er the French admiral

Richery, notwithstanding the gce4j wavM fupe-

riority of England, found means to iuccerd in

an expedition to Newfoundland, where u /

burnt and deftroyed Britifh property to a valt

amount. On the other hand, the Dutch fqua-

dron equipped early in the fpring, lor the pur-

pofe of re-capturing the colony of the Cape,

under the command of admiral Lucas, failed

for greater fecurity north about, and at lenglh

arrived, after a prosperous voyage, at Saldanha

Bay, where they were attacked by admiral El~

phinilone, who had been fent from England in

order to intercept them. The crews of the dif-

ferent veifels mutinying againft their captains,

and declaring themfejves jn the inrereft of the

prince ol Orange., infilled upon their being deli-

vered up to the Englilh, which the Dutch ad-

miral was obliged to comply with. The fqua-

dron coniiiled of feven fail of jfhips of war of

different force,

In the courfe of the pre fen t year, alfo, the

greateli part of the Dutch fettlements in the Eafl

fell almoft without relillance into the hands of

2 f 3 the
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the Englifh ; amongft the reft Trincomale in the

ifland of Ceylon, inferior in importance only to

the city of Batavia.

In the month of O&ober, the ifland of Cor-

fica, the favorite conqueft of the war, was

evacuated by the Englifh. Although, when
the reign of Jacobinifm was at the height, the

Corfican nation appeared paffively to acquiefce

in the dominion of the king of Great Britain, no

fooner was a regular government eftablifhed in

France than they (hewed their extreme foli-

citude to be re-united to that country, and to

(hake off their new allegiance. The victories of

Buonaparte carried to the height the popular en-

thufiafm. The viceroy, fir Gilbert Elliot, per-

ceiving, in the courfe of a tour which he ven-

tured to make into the interior of the ifland, not

without perfonal hazard, the univerfal fermen-

tation which prevailed, and dreading a fudden

explofion—the Corficans, now joined by a body

of French under general Gentili, having aflem-

bled in great force—gave notice that he was pre-

paring to withdraw his troops. At Baftia, and

St. Fiorenzo, however, this was not done with-

out fome refiftance and bloodfhed : a great part

of the magazines alfo fell into the hands of the

enemy. Immediately the Corficans, forming

themfelves into primary aflemblies, fent a depu-

tation to the French commifTioners in Italy, for-

mally
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mally to renounce the title of fubjects of the

king of England, and to renew their oaths

as citizens of the French republic. Thus in

a moment vanillied this traniient farce and phan-

tom of royalty ; and thus did the red repub-

lican cap of liberty fuperfede and difplace that

mod egregious and ridiculous bauble, the crown

of Corfica.

Ever fince the unfortunate recall of lord Fitz-

william from Ireland, that kingdom had been

in a ftate of lamentable difrraclion, of which

the French demonftrated their eagernefs to make
all poffible advantage. An armament had been

for a long time preparing in the harbour of

Breft, intended to cover a defcent into that

-country ; but, from various unavoidable caufes

of delay, it did not fail till the 10th of Decem-

ber. It confided of no lefs than eighteen ihips of

the line and thirteen frigates, and was com-

manded by vice-admiral Bouvet, having under

convoy a great fleet of tranfports, with 25,000

men on board, under the conduct of the cele-

brated general Hoche. Nothing but misfor-

tunes attended this attempt, which the feafon

of the year rendered very dangerous. On its

firil departure feveral of the Ihips of war were

loft or materially damaged in the pafiage of the

Raz ; and a hard gale fpringing up, the com-

mander-in-chief was feparated from the body

2 F 4 of
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of the fleet, which caft anchor, in a very (nat-

tered ftate, in Bantry Bay. After waiting fome

days in vain for the arrival of general Hoche,

who was the only perfon entrufted with the or-

ders of government, the admiral determined to

return to Breft, which he effected with great

difliculty, one fnip of the line and two frigates

foundering at fea. Another fhip of the line

was driven on the coaft, and a frigate captured

by the Engliih. Ihe only confolation remain-

ing to the French was, that the project was

fruftrated not by the naval power of England,

but by the dreadful hoftility of ftorms and tern-

pefts. The moft remarkable circumftance at-

tending this projected invaiion was the violently

inimical difpolition which manifefted itfelf with

refpeel: to the invaders on the part of the in-

habitants of Ireland, notwithstanding their pre-

fent ftate of difcontent, refentment, and fup-

pofed disaffection. The accounts publifhed by

the government, which were confirmed by many

private letters, ftated, that the difpolition of the

country where the troops had affembled was as

favorable as pofiible ; that the greateft loyalty

had difplayed itfelf throughout the kingdom ;

that the country people had furnilhed the troops

with provif.ons, and all forts of accommodation

to facilitate their inarch ; and that every demon-

ftraiion had been given of the zeal and ardor of
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the nation to oppofe the enemy in every place

where it could be imagined a defcent might

be attempted. " During their march (fays the

lord-lieutenant in his official difpatches to the

duke of Portland) the utmoft attention was

paid them by the inhabitants of the towns and

villages through which they pafled ; fo that in

many places the meat provided by the com-

miflioners was notconfumed. The roads which

had been rendered impaflable by the fnow were

cleared by the peasantry, " Doubtlefs thefe

poor mittaken people thought, that, after fuch

decilive exprellions of their loyalty, in fuch

critical circumftances, the government might

deem its fecurity not endangered by reftoring

them to the rights of fubje£ts and of citizens;

—

but they were doomed, by terrible experience,

at once to difcover and to expiate their error.

While France, by the fuccefs of her arms,

was lefTenjng the number of her enemies in

Europe, fhe experienced great chagrin in find-

ing her influence much on the decline in the

United States of America. It was fuppofed

that national honor, if not national gratitude,

would have prevented the government of Ame-
rica from feizing the opportunity when the

French republic was ftruggling for her very ex-

igence to throw itfelf into the arms of her mod
potent enemy. It was therefore with equal

furprize
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furprize and indignation that the French go-

vernment heard of the conclufion of the treaty

negotiated by Mr. Jay—the fpirit of which was

fo evidently in oppofition to the treaties already

exifting between America and France, that it

was generally imagined, on both fides of the

Atlantic, an open breach between the two

nations muft have been the immediate con-

fequence. For fome time paft, the conduct

of the American administration towards the

Gallic republic had been cold and diftant -

3 nor

did the recall and difgrace of M. Genet, whofe

acts of perfonal difrefpecl to the prefident had

induced the French government to make this

folemn reparation, effect any change in its fa-

vor. A momentary gleam of reconciliation

had been thrown acrofs this made of difcontent

by the arrival at Paris of the new ambaffador

from the American ftates, Mr. Monro—whofe

character was held in the higheft eftimation,

and whofe principles were known to be de-

cidedly hoftile to France. But the treaty con-

cluded fo foon afterwards with England taught

the republic what confidence they ought to re-

pofe in a government with whom, as it was

faid, intereft and avarice were perceived to be

the predominant motives of action. The treaty

was affirmed to difcover a difpofition altogether

inimical to Fiance, and the provifions of it to

be
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be wholly incompatible with the fainteft idea

of amity. By the treaty of 1778, ftill in force,

the United States guarantied to France the pof-

feflion of their Weft-India colonies ;—by the

treaty of 1795, they confented that even fupplies

of provisions fent to thofe iflands mould be

treated as illegal commerce. Still hope w ere

entertained that Stipulations fo hoflile to the in-

ierefts of France, fo contrary to the fpirit, not

merely of amity, but of neutrality, would not

have been Sanctioned by the American legifla-

ture. Notwithstanding the predominance of

Britifli influence in the fenate, and the deter-

mined dislike of the prefident to the more re-

cent conduct of France, there exifted powerful

reafons for the refufal of fuch ratification : and

all France heard with indignation of the go-

vernmental act which finally confirmed the trea-

ty, which was attended with the aggravating

circumftance, that on the 7th of April (1796)

a refolution paired the houfe of reprcfentatives,

declaring the treaty in qucftion " to be highly

injurious to the interells of America, and that

it was not expedient for that houfe to concur

in patting the laws necetTary to carry it into

effecV'—Yet, on the 30th of the fame month,

a vote of approval was carried, doubtiefs

through the influence of the executive govern-

ment, though by a fmall majority. The Di-

rectory,
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rectory, however, had the prudence to abftain

from actual hoftilities ; but, regarding the Ame-
ricans in the light of real, if not avowed, ene-

mies, they made fuch depredations on their

trade, under different pretexts, as almoft

amounted to a commercial war : and a di-

rectorial arret was iffued, 14th of Meliidor, 4th

year, (July 3, 17yG) exprcfsly enjoining French

mips of war to obferve the fame conduct to-

wards the veflels of neutral nations as they

had hitherto fuffered with impunity fiom the

Englilh.

Toward the clofe of the fummer Mr. Monro

was recalled from his embaiiy, to the great ad-

ditional diifatisfaction of the French govern-

ment, which refufed to receive his fucceiTor,

Mr. Pinckney, in the fame capacity :—and

M. Adet, the French refident in Philadelphia,

notified, November 23, to the American go-

vernment, that the Directory had fufpended him

from the exercife of his functions. But this

was not till Adet had charged the governing

powers ff with permitting, by a perfidious con-

defcenfion, the Engliih to viojate a right which

the United States ought for their own honor

and intereft to defend, and prefenting to Eng-

land a poniard to be ufed againft the French

republic, their ally, under the cloak of neu-

trality/' The fpeech of the prelident to Con-

grefs,
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grefs, (December the 7th, 1796) feemed, on the

other hand, to contain both a reflection and a

menace in refpect to France. After complain-

in? of the cxt niive injuries fuffered by the

American- Congrefs from the cruifers and

agents of the French republic, and the alarm-

ing nature of the communications received

from its minifler, he exprefles his hope " that

a fpirit of jufiice and candor on the part of

that republic may yet eventually enfure fuccefc

to his earneft endeavours for the prefervation

of peace ; but in purfuing this courfe he would

not forget what was due to the character of

the American government and nation." Such

was the ftate of things, when general Wafhing-

ton religaed his government in the fpring of

1797 ; and, retiring to his paternal feat on the

banks of the P.otowmac, again refumed, after

an Mutinous difplay or public virtues and talents,

the character and itation of a private citizen.

Whether, under the preiTure of thofe perplex-

ing embarrafiments in which he was involved

during the latter years of his adminiltration,

his conduct was perfectly correct, is a queftion

reflecting which it may be allowable to paufe.

But, to ufe his own words, " at all events he

had the confolatory reflection that none could

lerve his country with purer intentions than he

had done, or with a more disinterested zeal."

On
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On the 1ft of March, 1796, a National Con-

vention of the inhabitants of the Seven United

Provinces was fummoned to meet at the Hague,

and a conftitution eftablifhed nearly upon the

model of the French republic. One of the firft

acts of the new government was to declare

war againft England, which had long fince au-

thorized hoftilities againft Holland ; and had,

by this, deprived the Dutch of a great part of

thofe pofteftions which it was pretended, by

the moft ihallow of deceits, to be a chief object

of the prefent war to protect and defend. The

revolution in this country had been conducted

upon principles of equity and moderation which

did great honor 1o the leaders of it. Except-

ing the grand-penfionary, M. Van Spiegel, who
was imprifoned, no one was punilhed for his

previous acts or opinions ; nor was any difpo-

iition manifefted to retaliate upon thofe who
had been moft deeply concerned in the fevere

profecution of the patriots which took place

after the ineffectual and unfeafonable attempt

of 1787. The conduct of the French govern-

ment in relation to Holland was, upon the

whole, candid and generous. The contribu-

tions exacted from the inhabitants were indeed

heavy ; but, confidering the riches of the coun-

try, and the prote£tion afforded them, could

fcarcely be regarded as exfceMve. The real

wtfh
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wifh of France was to attach the Dutch nation

to her interefts, as her friend and ally ; and pof-

fefling all the power, and, if flie chofe to ex-

ercife them, all the rights of a conqueror, die

adopted the wife policy of avoiding any con-

fiderable or direct interference in the interior

adminiftration of their government, relying fe-

curely upon the general difpolition which ex-

ifted in her favor, upon their contempt of the

abdicated ftadtholder, and their inexpreflible

deteftation of England. The National Affembly

of Batavia, by which appellation the Dutch con-

vention chofe to be diftinguifhed, decreed, in

imitation of that of France, the abolition of

the national church, refolving henceforth to de-

fray the expenfe of no form of worfhip, but

allowing peniions or indemnities to thofe who
might fuffer by the prefent reform. Upon the

whole, the policy of France refpe£ting Holland

at this period formed a ftriking contraft to that

of Louis XIV. in the year 1672 ; and the mili-

tary and other requiiitions of the French were

in the higheft degree favorable, when compared

with the extravagant demands of that merci-

lefs tyrant, which were fuch as to throw the re-

public into abfolute defpair, determining thofe

who fcorned to bow their necks to the yoke to

renounce the country of their fathers, and to

transport themfelves and their families acrofs

the
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the mighty deep, to feek, in the bofom of the*

Indian Ocean, an afylum from royal bigotry

and barbarity. But from this ftate of extreme

political depreffion they were happily refcued

by the magnanimous exertions of a hero and

patriot, whofe name and memory will be re-

vered as long as liberty and virtue fhall be

deemed worthy of the efteem, or command the

admiration, of mankind.

Although, on the firft eftablimment of the

new conititution of France, the perfons who
compofed the executive government feemed in-

clined to favor the faction of the Jacobins, (the

majority having been themfelves originally of

the Mountain party) conceiving it expedient

to adopt meafures of feverity with refpecl to

thofe concerned in the infurrettion of Vende-

maire, who were oppofed to the faction of

the Jacobins, it was foon apparent that the bulk

of this dangerous iaclion would never peaceably

acquiefce in the prefent, or indeed in any per-

manent, order of things. The major part of

the Jacobins, who had been placed in offices

immediately under the government, were gra-

dually difmirled ; the police and municipality of

Paris, where they poffefled a decided afcen-

dency, underwent a fevere fcrutiny ; the mi-

litary force of that great city was reformed ; and

the alarm excited by thefe different meafures

was
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was at length wrought up to purpofes of ven-

geance, when their alTemblies were difperfed by

order of government, and their places of meet-

ing fhut up. For the fpace of fix weeks con-

fufed rumors prevailed of a projected infur-

rection of the Jacobins. On the evening of the

9th of May, 1796, confiderable bodies of cavalry

were Rationed in the neighbourhood of the

Luxembourg and the Tuilleries, by order of the

Direftorv ; and the Pont Neuf was ftrongly

guarded. On the morning of the 10th, the

guard of the Directory and the legislative bodies

was tripled, the ftreets were patroled, and the

gardens of the Luxembourg were fhut. On the

fame day the Council of Five Hundred received

a melTage from the Executive Directory, in-

forming them that a horrible confpiracy was

prepared to burft forth the following morning

at break of day ; that the defign of the conspi-

rators was to murder the Executive Directory,

the members of the two councils, the conftitu-

ted authorities of Paris, and to deliver up the

city to pillage and maffacre ; and that the

leading confpirators were actually feized.

Among thefe perfons were, Drouet, remark-

able as the man who had arretted the king

in his flight to Varennes ; Laignelot, an ex-

deputy of the National Convention, and a mem-
ber of the infamous Committee of Safety;

vol. v. 2 g Charles,
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Charles, Ricard, and Babeuf, ftyling himfelf

Gracchus Babeuf, once the aflbciate of Marat

of infamous memory, who had fallen under the

virtuous dagger of a modern Judith ; Rof-

fignol, ex-general of La Vendee ; Amar, a noto-

rious terrorifl, &c. were alfo of the number :

but Vadier and Robert Lindet effected their

efcajpe. Judging from the papers transmitted

by the Directory to the councils, none of the'

various confpiracies which had convulfed the

republic was more daring than the prefent,

or had been more completely organized. A
national convention, committees of general and

public fafety, and a municipality of Paris, were

to be immediately formed, and to adminifler in

a revolutionary manner till the eflabliihment of

the conftitution of 1793. No doubt the aim of

the Directory was to make the prefent confpi-

racy appear as black and atrocious as pollible

;

and there is indeed reafon to believe that the

foundations of it were both deeply laid and

widely extended, but the timely difcovery of

this plot occafioned the public alarm to fubiide

almolt as foon as it was excited. Babeuf, and

divers of his accomplices, were tried by the high

criminal court at Vendome, convicted, and put

to death. Infurrections and diiturbances in

different parts of the country, excited by the

Jacobins, were quick!]? fuppreffed—the autho-

rity
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Srity of the new government being, as ufual in

fuch cafes, more firmly eftabliihed by this abor-

tive attempt to fubvert it. But the Jacobins

and royalifts throughout France joined in ex-

claiming againit the tyranny of the Directory,

and in reprefenting this plot, popularly ftyled

the Confpiracy of Floreal, as having no real

exiftence.

The affairs of finance greatly occupied the

attention of the French government at this

period. The credit of the affignats had been

fo much depreciated as to render that paper

altogether ufelefs. An order was therefore

made to fell the remainder of the national do-

mains at a low valuation, for which a new pa-

per fabrication, under the name of mandats,

was to be received in payment as money : but,

owing to caufes which foreigners are ill able to

develope, this paper fell almoft immediately to

the fame or even a greater degree of depre-

ciation than the affignats. Recourfe was then

had to the expedient of a forced loan, the pro-

duce of which fell far fhort of expectation ;

and the fanguine hopes of the Englilh minifter

were again excited by the heavy and repeated

complaints of the Directory of the impove-

riflied ftate of the public revenue :—but perfons

of deeper penetration were perfe£tly aware
that the phyfical refources of fuch a country

2 g 2 as
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as France could never be really and truly ex=

haufted, and that, under the government of

able men, the political means could never be

wanting of bringing thofe refources into action.

It being decreed, by an article of the new

conftitution, that no one mould be difturbed in

the exercife of religious worfhip, provided he

conformed to the laws, the conftitutional priefts,

who, during the Robefpierrian tyranny, had

been involved in one common profcription with

thofe who refufed the oaths to government,

again took pofTeffion of the churches, though

unendowed, under the authority of the different

communes. Meanwhile the non-juring priefts

continued to exercife their profellion, and found

every-where devotees who confidered them as

the only fure guides in the road to falvation ;

and a great fchifm arofe in France between the

two feels of Catholics. The conforming clergy,,

defirous to preferve their reputation for reli-

gious orthodoxy, which they held to be per-

fectly confiftent with an attachment to repub-

licanifm, had, fo early as the fpring of 1795,

convened a kind of fynod for the purpofe ot

examining into the ftate of the defolated church,

and to take meafures for the re-eftablifhment of

eccleiiaftical difcipline, and the reftoration of

public worihip. The bifhops who compofed

this fynod, now reduced to the ftate of primi-

tive
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tive epifcopacy, published a circular letter ad-

drefled to the Faithful in Chrifr, and containing

a declaration of principles little differing from

thofe which had formed the creed of the Gal-

lican church. The pope was admitted to be

their vifible head ; and the whole of the doc-

trines taught by the Apoftolic and Roman

church, defined by the oecumenical councils,

and explained by Bofluet, were adopted as the

ftandard of the Catholic faith. In the govern-

ment of the church, epifcopacy was acknow-

ledged to be of divine original, and the au-

thority exercifed by the hierarchy was confe-

quently afferted to be of divine right. This au-

thority they immediately exercifed, by formally

expelling from their communion fuch as they

adjudged to be unworthy of their profeffion, or

to have incurred in any mode the guilt of apo-

ftafy during the late period of perfecution

;

amongft whom they reckoned thofe who had

renounced their functions, or had contracted

marriage. But the offence which raoft excited

their indignation was what they were pleafed

to ftyle the crime of laic ism, which they de-

fined to be the ufurpation of prieftly offices, de-

claring it to participate of the double character

of error and facrilege. The laymen, who were

the objects of this prieftly anathema, were thofe

who prefided at the religious affemblies of the

2 g 3 people,
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people, where no ecclefiaftic was to be found—

a

practice, during the violence of the Robe-

fpierrian perfecution, by no means uncommon in

France. Poffeffing not the (hadow of temporal

power, or the remoteft profpecl: of acquiring it,

this humble-minded fynod declared, in a fe-

cond letter or addrefs publifhed at the clofe of

the year, their authority to be merely fpiritual.

After denouncing their cenfures and anathemas,

they avowed the diftinctive characleriflic of

Chriftianity to be charity ! Relu£tant to ac-

knowledge any jurifdiftion fuperior to their

own, they affirmed that the bifhop of Rome
was firft in dignity only, and not in power

;

and, the ftorm of perfecution having yet fcarcely

ceafed, they inculcated the principle of tole-

ration with great earneftnefs. Upon the whole,

though there is no reafon to doubt but that this

felf-created fynod might be compofed of virtu-

ous and refpeftable individuals, the fpirit of

prieftly domination, alike in all ages, in all

countries, and under all circumftances, appear-

ed extremely confpicuous in all its proceed-

ings ; and the affembly being again convoked

at Verfailles, in the month of March in the

following year (1796), were immediately di-

fperfed by an order from the executive power.

In all other refpe&'s the new government main-

tained a wife neutrality between the contending

parties^
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parties, and appeared to concern itfelf little or

nothing in the conteft.

Under the aufpices of the Directory a grand

literary and Scientific afTociation, bearing the ap-

pellation of the National Inftitute, was at this

period founded in France. At their firft pub-

lic meeting, April 4, 1796, in the great hall of

the Louvre, the prefident of the Directory made

a Speech, in which he declared it to be the

ftedfaii purpofe of the government to revive the

drooping arts, and to ihield both learning and

liberty from all the attacks of ferocious anar-

chy. More than fifteen hundred Spectators

were prefent on this folemn occaSion, who tes-

tified their joy by the loudeft acclamation.

Defaulx, prefident of the Inftitute, replied,

" that every member of that fociety felt the

molt ardent defire to concur in advancing the

profperity of the republican government, and

would aim, in giving luftre to their own names,

to add fplendor to that of their country;— that

the republic of letters exifted before the other,

and its fpirit could neither be enfeebled nor

Subdued; and that, amidft thofe whom it ani-

mated, the love of glory wouid ever be the Sup-

port of liberty." During the recital o this

fpeech every heart Swelled with emotion, every

eye melted in tears, at the fad recollection of

the paft, combined with the Soothing hopes q{

2 g 4 the
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the future -, and the magnificence of the fpec-

tacle fuggefted the interesting idea of a great

nation rifmg, in a manner worthy of itfelf, from

that abyfs of calamity in which fhe had been fo

long loft and overwhelmed.

In the fpring of this year the Directory fent

over commiffioners to invefligate the ftate of

the ifland of St. Domingo, according to whofe

report, towards the end of the fummer, the

defolation which had overfpread this colony

during five years of mafiacre and anarchy had

now ceafed, and perfect tranquillity was at

length reftored. By other concomitant ac-

counts, however, it appeared that this tranquil-

lity had been obtained by the almoft total extir-

pation of the white inhabitants, who, unfortu-

nately for themfelves, had refufed to fubmit

to the famous decree of emancipation, paifed

the 16th Pluviofe, in the fecond year of the

republic (February 5, 1794). The negroes and

gens de couleur were in actual poffeffion of all the

power and all the property of the ifland ; and

the tyranny fo juftly complained of, formerly in

the planter, was now more inhumanly exercifed

by the flave, who, fet loofe at once from all re-

ftraint, felt a favage thirft for vengeance, which

he gratified without control. Such was the

fate of this fine country, once one of the prin-

cipal fources of the wealth of France ; but

which
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which precipitate humanity, mistaking the

means for the end, and avaricious cruelly,

oppofing every alleviation of human mifery, had

nearly fucceeded in bringing to utter ruin.

The French government deemed it expedient

to acquiefce in a ftate of things, which, in pre-

fent circumiiances, they could not redrefs. The

ifland was effectually defended by its prefent

poffeffors from the invafion of the Engliih,

destructive only to themfclves : and as they at

the fame time acknowledged, though in vague

terms, the authority of the republic, hopes were

no doubt entertained that fuch a dependency

upon France might be eventually preferved as

would anfwer the commercial purpofes with

a view to which this great and flouriihing co-

lony was founded ; although many conceived

that this extraordinary ilate of things would

more probably terminate in the efiabliihmcnt

of a great mulatto republic in the nobleii. illand

•of the Weftern Ocean.

The Engliih government having promulgated

at this period a declaration, ahowing the ex-

portation of goods to the Netherlands and the

United Provinces, decrees were publiihed by

the two governments of France and Holland,

prohibiting, under fcvere penalties, the impor-

tation of Engliih goods into the territories of

the two republics. The Dutch in particular

declared
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declared " this precarious favor to be the fruit

of perfidy, and an infult which ought to be

rejected with indignation." But fuch eiTential

inconveniences refulted to themfelves from this

prohibition, that it was either filently evaded

or fell gradually into neglect and difufe, and

Great Britain ftill fupplied, either mediately

or immediately, all Europe with the product of

her immenfe commerce and indullry.

In the month of Auguft (1796) a moft lingular

political phenomenon prefented itfelf in the

Treaty of Alliance, offenlive and defenfive, con-

cluded between the crown of Spain and the re-

public of France ; and which, however in-

congruous fuch a connection might at flrft

view feem, was really founded on principles of

found policy. France obtained commercial

emolument, and Spain civil and political fecu-

rity. The two contracting powers mutually

guarantied each other's polleffions ; and either

power engaged, in cafe of attack, to furniih

the other with large fuccours by fea and land,

to be at the difpofal of the requiring power.

The treaty was profpeciive merely, and to

take place at the end of the prefent war, with

the exception of England only—that being

declared the only power againir. which Spain

had direct grievances : and that his Catholic

majefly mould remain neuter with refpecl to

—, the
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the other powers armed againft the republic.

This was the certain prelude to a declaration of

war on the part of Spain againft Great Britain,

which took pldce in a few weeks, the manifefto

of the king of Spain bearing date October the

5th. The caufes of offence enumerated in this

declaration, framed under the over-ruling influ-

ence of France, are for the mod: part, when

confidered as excitements to war, very frivolous ;

but they ferved to prove that Spain, as well as

all the other maritime Hates of Europe, felt

the greater!: jealoufy and refentment at the

manner in which Great Britain had excrcifed

her naval fuperiority. " By thefe infults, (fays

the Catholic king) equally deep and unparal-

leled, that nation has proved to the univerfe

that flie recognizes no other laws than the

aggrandizement of her commerce; and by her

defpotifm, which has exhaufted my patience

and moderation, fhe has forced me, as well to

fupport the honor of my crown as to protect

my people againft her attacks, to declare war

againft the king of England, his kingdom,

and vajfals"

A very important tranfaclion of the prefent

year, comprehended under the general mifcel-

laneous branch of arrangement, remains to be

narrated. The Englilh cabinet, in the begin-

ning of March, had commiffioned its ambaf-

fador
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fador to the Helvetic States, Mr. Wickham,

to enquire of the government of France, through

the medium of M. Barthelemi, who had ne-

gotiated, and was dill negotiating, divers treaties

of peace at Bade, concerning its difpofition to

enter into a negotiation ; at the fame time fig-

nifying that he was not authorized to enter

into any difcuifion upon the fubjecl of his note.

M . Barthelemi was in a lhort time inftrucled to

anfwer, " that the executive government of

France ardently defired to procure for the

republic a juft, honorable, and folid "peace ;

but that an indifpenfable condition of it was

the retaining pofTeffion of thofe conquefts which

had actually been annexed to the territory of

the republic. The Conftitutional A£t (fays the

official note of M. Barthelemi) does not per-

mit the Directory to confent to any alienation

of that which, according to the exiiting laws,

conftitutes the territory of the republic." Of-

fence was taken, notwithltanding the accept-

ance of the overture of England, at the fecret

a d infidious mode in which it was made.

" The ftep taken by Mr. Wickham (fays M.
Barthelemi) would have afforded to the Di-

rectory a real fatisfaction, if the declaration

itfelf of his not having any power to negctiate

did not give room to doubt of the fincerity

of the pacific intentions of his court. Is it that

this
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this ftep has had no other object than to obtain

for the Britiih government the favorable im-

preffion which always accompanies the firft over-

tures for peace ? May it not have been ac-

companied with the hope that they would pro-

duce no effect ?"—Although the overture of

the Engliih court was certainly cold and diftant,

as the government of France did not in the

firft inftance rejeft it, the impolicy, not to fay

the injuftice, of fuch a conftruction, was mani-

fest : and if the Englifh minifter was really

infincere, the conduct of the Directory furniihed

as plaufibie a pretext as could be withed for

defifting from their pretended purpofe. No
fooner was the anfwer to Mr. Wickham's note

received by the court of London, than a decla-

ration was .published, containing a moft acri-

monious comment upon the principles com-

prized in it. " This court (fays the declaration)

has feen with regret how far the tone and fpirit

of that anfwer, the nature and extent of the

demands which it contains, and the manner of

announcing them, are remote from any difpo-

fition for peace. The inadmiflible pretention

is there avowed of appropriating to France

all that the laws actually exiliing there may
have comprized under the denomination of

French territory. To a demand fuch as this

is a Ided an exprefs declaration, that no propo-

fal
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fal contrary to it will be made or even lirtened

to ; and even this, under the pretence of an

internal regulation, the provilions of which are

wholly foreign to all other nations. While thefe

difpoiitions fhall be perlifted in, nothing is left

for the king but to profecute a war equally juft

and neceffary." All this is doubtlefs very

plaufible, and it bears the evident ftamp and

impreflion of a minilter who has been charac-

teristically defcribed as poffeffing every talent

for the conduct of great affairs confident with

cunning, and, as it might properly have been

added, with pride and obftinacy. But the whole

procedure is, notwithstanding, deftitute of the

real and effential marks of political fagacity

and ability.

For, firft, if it were the fincere intention and

defire of the government of Great Britain to

re-eftablifh the relations of peace and amity

with that of France, why mould the minilters

of England hefitate, in the firft inftance, to re-

cognize the republic by name ; whereas that

obnoxious term was carefully and infultingly

avoided in the official note of Mr. Wickham.

And, fecondly, why fliun a direct application to

the French government, Hating their own fincere

deiire of peace, on honorable terms, by an agent

or ambaiTador authorized to enter upon the dif-

cuilion ? The Directory, however, acted fairly

and
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and openly in the avowal that no territory,

united by the Conftitutional Act to France,

would be relinquished by any fubfequent treaty.

The reafon affigned for this determination

might, with fo captious an enemy as the court

of London, have been better omitted ; though,

when fuch a refolution was once formed, it iig-

niried little to the adverfaries of France upon

what bafis it retted. The annexation of the

provinces in queftion to the republic was a rea-

fon valid only to themfelves ; and the notifica-

tion of it to England indicated merely that the

refolution was confidered by the Directory as

irreverfible. In reply to this reafoning, it was

undoubtedly fuflicient for England to fay, that

the fame power which united could difunite,

and that the reftoration of thefe provinces could

not be, politically fpeaking, impracticable. But

it was altogether idle and fuperfluous to enter

into the investigation of an abstract queftion.

France declared herfelf irrevocably determined

not to relinquish certain of her conquelts,

amongft which, by far the mod important in

the view of England, were the Auftrian Low
Countries. It was for England to confider

whether it were more eligible to continue the

war, or to accede with a good grace to this un-

pleafant bails of pacification. To enter into

an argument refpecting an abftraet politico-

metaphyfic
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metaphyfic right, and efpecially to urge it acri-

raoniotffly and reproachfully, could tend only to

counteract and deftroy that fpirit of conciliation

upon which the fuccefs ofany future negotiation

mult in a great degree depend. Had the fortune

of the war proved favorable to England, and

France had demanded the reftoration of Corfica,

no doubt the court of London would have re-

plied in the language ufed by the Directory,

that this reftitution could not be complied with,

for that Corfica had been annexed to the im-

perial crown of Great Britain. Had the Di-

rectory exclaimed againft the abfurdity and

arrogance of this anfwer, it might properly

have been foftened and explained, by faying,

that, undoubtedly, the annexation of Corfica

to the Britifh crown did not, politically fpeak-

ing, preclude its reftoration by treaty to France,

but that the a£f. of annexation merely indi-

cated the determination of the court of London

never to relinquifh this conquer!. When great

ftatefmen differ, it is always about things really

important, and never about mere words or forms

of expreilion.

Upon the whole, this overture, thus inju-

dicioufly and unfuccefsfully made, left an un-

favorable impreffion upon the minds of the

French government and nation, which had been

greatly embittered againft England by* many

preceding
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preceding events. Although the war had firft

broken out with Auftria and Prufiia, it was

generally believed in France that the Engliili

cabinet had fecretly fomented that quarrel, of

which, in a fliort time, it became the grand

and almoft only fupport. Regarding England,

therefore, as the fource of all their calamities,

the French could fcarcely look towards that

country without pallionate refentment for the

defolation and horrors of which it had been

the caufe, and which the Britiih miniftry {till

appeared deiirous to perpetrate.—Such was the

ftate of things, when the court of London,

alarmed at the critical fituation of its al v the

emperor, and the growing unpopularity of the

war at home, made another attempt, either real

or pretended, to effect a pacification with

France.

On the 6lh of September lord Grcnville ad-

drefied a note to count Wedel-Jar<lfcerg, the

Danilh ambaifador at London, requefting *fr'at

he would tranfmit, through the medium of his

Danilh majeftv's refident at Paris, to the Exe-

cutive Directory, the declaration inclofed, pur-

porting " his Britannic majeftv's deiire to con-

clude a peace on juft and honorable conditions,'

and demanding the neccfiary pafTports for a

perfon of confidence whom his majefty would

fend to Paris with a commiifion to difcufs with

vol. v. 2 H
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the government there all the meafures the mofr

proper to produce fo delirable an end." Had
this been the mode ot communication originally

adopted, it would, no doubt, have proved ac-

ceptable : but, in the prefent temper of the

Directory, the reply made—to ufe the expref-

fion of M. Kcenneman, the Danifh refident,

' in a very dry tone'—was " that the Executive

Government would not receive or anfwer any

overture from the enemies of the republic trans-

mitted through any intermediate channel ; but

that, if England would fend perfons furniihed

with full powers and official papers, they might,

upon the frontier, demand the paffports necef-

fary for proceeding to Paris." The haughty de-

meanour of the court of London was, however,

by this time, fo much lowered, that, in com-

pliance with the requifition of the Directory,

paffports were applied for in the manner and

form fpecified ; which were granted exprefsly

" to the
t
envoy of England, who mail be fur-

nifhed with full powers not only for preparing

and negotiating the peace between the French

republic and that power, but for concluding it

definitively between them." Lord Malmefbury,

who had been engaged under the name of

Sir James Harris in negotiations of forne im-

portance at Madrid, St. Peterfburg, and elfe-

where, and had acquired fome reputation for

diplomatic
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diplomatic abilities, which, upon this occafion,

were highly magnified, was nominated by his

Britannic majefty to this important million : and,

on the 22d of October, his lordfhip announced

to M. de la Croix, minifter for foreign affairs,

his arrival at Paris, as " plenipotentiary to the

French republic" Notwithftanding the

coldnefs and referve which marked the firlt ac-

ceptance of the Englifh overtures, the natural

and characleriftic poHtenefs of the French nation

prevailed, and lord Malmefbury met perfonally

with a moft courteous reception.

On the 24th of October a memorial was

prefented by the Britifh ambaffador, Hating,

" that, in the opinion of his Britannic majefty,

the principle of compenfation would belt ferve

as a bafis forthe definitive arrangements of peace,

Great Britain (fays this boafting memorial), from

the uninterrupted fuccefs of her naval war,

finds herfelf in a fituation to have no reftitution

to demand of France ; from which on the con-

trary (he has taken eftablifhments and colonies

of the higheft importance, and of value almoft

incalculable. But, on the other hand, France

has made, on the continent of Europe, conquelts

to which his majefty can be no lefs indifferent,

as the moft important interefts of his people, and

the moft facred engagements of his crown, are

effentially implicated therein. The magnani-

2 H 2 mitv
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mity of the king, his inviolable good faith, and

his defire to reftore repofe to fo many nations,

induced him to coniider this fituation of affairs

as affording the means of procuring for all the

belligerent powers juft and equitable terms of

peace, and fuch as are calculated to enfurc

for the time to come the general tranquillity.

It is on this footing then that he purpofes to

negotiate, by offering to make compenfation to

France, by proportionable reftitutions, for thofe

arrangements to which the will be called upon

to confent, in order to fatisfy the juft demands

of the king's allies, and to preferve the political

balance of Europe."

To this overture, the Executive Directory,

through the medium of M. de la Croix, returned

a very embarraffmg anfvver. They obferved

K that if lord Malmefbury would have agreed to

treat feparately, as he was formally authorized

by the tenor of his credentials, the negotiations

might have been conliderably abridged ; that the

neceility of balancing with the interefts of the

two powers thofe of the allies of Great Britain

multiplies the combinations, inereafes the dif-

ficulties, tends to the formation of a congrefs,

the forms of which it is known are always

tardy, and requires the acceflion ofpowers which

hitherto have difplayed no defire of accom-

modation, and have not given to lord Malmef-

bury
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bury himfelf, according to his own declaration,

any power to ftipulate for them. Neverthelefs

the Executive Directory, animated with an ar-

dent defire of putting a ftop to the fcourge of

war, and to prove that they will not reject any

means of reconciliation, declares that, as loon

as lord Malmefbury mail exhibit to the minifter

for foreign affairs fufficient powers from the

allies of Great Britain for itipulating for their

refpecYive intcrefts, accompanied by a promite

on their part to fubferibe to whatever fliall be

concluded in their names, the Executive Direc-

tory will haften to give an anfwer to the fpeeihe

proportions which fliall be fubmitted to them,

and that the difficulties ihall be removed, as far

as may be coniiftent with the fafety and dignity

of the French republic."

The Directory appears to have perceived, cer-

tainly not without reafon, that the court of Lon-

don had no ferious intention of acceding to the

bafis of pacification Hated by Mr. Barthelemi to

Mr. TTickham ; and, in their reply to the me-

morial of lord Malmefbury, they plainly indi-

cated their fufpicions " that the Britiih govern-

ment had a double object in view,—to prevent by

general proportions the partial proportions of

other powers, and to obtain from the people of

England the means of continuing the war by

throwing all odium upon the republic ;" and

2 h 3 they
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they declared without referve " that they could

not but perceive that the propofition of lord

Malmefoury is nothing more than a renewal,

under more amicable forms, of the former pro-

pofal of Mr. Wickham."

Lord Malmeibury, perplexed and confounded

by this anfwer, wrote to his court for frefh in-

ftructions : and on the 12th of November he

transmitted a fecond note or memorial to the

Directory, in which, agreeably to the orders re-

ceived during the interval, his lordfhip declared,

?' that, with regard to the offcnfive and injurious,

infinuations contained in that -paper*', the king

has deemed it far beneath his dignity to permit

an anfwer to be made to them on his part in

any manner whatfoever.—As. to the difficulty

ftarted by the Directory, his lordihip faid that

there could be no queftion but of a negoti-

ation which mail combine the interefts and

pretentions of all the powers who make a com-

mon caufe with the king in the prefent war.

In the courfe of fuch a negotiation, the inter-

vention, or at feaft the participation of thefe

powers, will doubtlefs become abfolutely necef-

fary ;—but it appears that the waiting for a

formal and definitive authority on the part of the

* Could the court of London have given full fcope to its

greatnefs on this occafion, the phrafeology of the note would

no doubt have been " that audacious paper."

allies
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allies of the king, before Great Britain and

France begin to difcufs even provisionally the

principles of the negotiation, would be to create

a very ufelefs delay."—On the very fame day,

M. de la Croix, in a note to lord Malmefbury,

declared himfelf " charged by the Executive

Directory to invite him to point out, without

the fmalleft delay, and exprefsly, the objects ot

reciprocal compenfation which he had to pro-

pofe." To which lord Malmefbury properly re-

plied, " that, before the formal acceptation of

this principle, or the propofal on the part of the

Executive Directory of fome other principle

which might equally ferve as the bafis of a ne-

gotiation for a general peace, he could not

be authorized to defignate the objects of reci-

procal compenfation."

After fome fmart altercation, calculated for

no good purpofe, lord Malmefbury was informed

by M. de Ja Croix, November 27, "that the

propofal contained in his note of the 12th of

November involved in it an acknowledgment

of the principle of compenfation ; and that

principle being now formally recognized, he was

again invited to give a fpeedy and categorical

anfwer to the propofal." It was not till the

17th of December, after again confulting his

court, that lord Malmefbury ftatcd the terms

agreeably to which it was conceived that a

2 h i trcatv
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treaty might be concluded on the bafis of

mutual compenfation. Thefe terms, when fpe-

cified, appeared rather extraordinary, as refolving

themfelves into rhe (ingle condition that France

mould reftore all her conquefts in the Low
Countries, Germany, and Italy—and Great Bri-

tain her acquisitions gained from that power in

the Eaft and Weft Indies,—in other words, into

thcjiatus quo antebellum; with the ftrange provifG

annexed, *.< that if, in addition to this, his ma*

jefty were to wave the right given him by the

exprefs ftipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, of

oppofing the ceffion of the Spanifh part of St.

Domingo to France, his majefty would then de-

mand, in return for this conceilion, a compenfa-

tion which might fecure, at leafl in fome degree,

the maintenance of the balance of the refpective

poflcflions in that part of the world."—It feemed

to involve in it a grofs abfurdity, in a time of

open war, to make any mention of the ftipula-

tions of a treaty of peace. The article of the

treaty of Utrecht referred to undoubtedly au-

thorized Great Britain to interfere, in order to

prevent the transfer of any of the Spanifh colonies

in the Weft Indies to France, even fuppoimg

me had no other caufe of complaint or quarrel.

But when flie was actually at war with thofe

powers, all previous ftipulations and arrange-

ments were necellarily and wholly fuperfeded j

and
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and the confent of Great Britain to a ceffion

which it was not in her power to prevent rauft

be a matter of perfect indifference, if not rather

of contempt and ridicule; at beft a matter of

mere form, for which nothing ought to be afked,

becaufe nothing ot value was conceded. " Re-

stitutions of any kind in favor of Holland, un-

lefs France would on her part re inflate that

republic in all refpecls in the fame political fitu-

ation in which it flood before the war, (lord

Malmelbury exprefsly declares, in a fecond me-

morial delivered at the fame time) could be

admitted in fo far only as they mall be com-

penfated by arrangements calculated to contri-

bute to the fecurity of the Aultrian Nether-

lands !"

On the fubjecl of thefe memorials lord

Malmelbury had a long conference with M. tie

la Croix, of which his lordthip tranfmittecl a

very curious and minute account to his own
court. The following are the moil: important

particulars.—After peruiing the memorials, the

French minifter faid " that the plan of pacifi-

cation propofed appeared to him to be liable

to infurmountablt objections, as requiring much

more than it conceded, and, in the event, not

leaving France in a fittiation 01 proportional

gr.eatnefs to the other powers of Europe. lie

faid.
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faid, the act of their conftitution made it im-

poffible for the republic to do what we required.

The Auftrian Netherlands were annexed to

it : they could not be difpofed of without fling-

ing the nation into all the confufion which muft

follow a convocation of the primary aflemblies

;

and that he was furprized at the demand, fince

he had in fome of the late converfations fully

explained the nature of their conftitution."—-

Lord Malmefbury, in return, forcibly urged

" that there exifted a droit publique in Europe

paramount to any droit publique they might

think proper to eftablifh within their own domi-

nions ; and that an obligation, at leaft equally

binding, and equally public, exifted between the

king and the emperor, obliging them not to

lay down their arms without the restitution of

all the territories belonging to either before the

war:—that, in cafe of neceility arifing from lofles

and misfortunes, the power of ceiiion muft inhere

in the executive government ; and, if in that cafe,,

it equally exifted in all others."

M. de la Croix finding himfelf perplexed in

the attempt to confute thefe reafonings, changed

his ground, and maintained, C(
that, from the re-

lative fituation of the adjacent countries, the

prefent government of France would be repre-

henfible in the extreme, and deferve impeach-?

ment.
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ment, if they ever fuffered the Netherlands to be

feparated from their dominions* : that,—by the

partition of Poland,—Ruilia, Auftria, andPruilia,

had increafed their power to a moil formidable

degree ; that England by its conquefts, and by

the activity and judgment with which it go-

verned its colonies, had redoubled its ftrength.

—

Your Indian empire alone (faid M. de la Croix

with vehemence) has enabled you to fubiidize

all the powers of Europe againft us, and your

monopoly of trade has put you in pofleilion of a

fund of inexhauftible wealth." The French

minifter farther aiferted " that Belgium, by be-

longing to France, would remove what had

been the fource of all wars for two centuries

pail; and the Rhine being the natural boundary

of France, would enfure the tranquillity of

* In reading the account of this conference, it miift never be

forgotten that the Engliihman and not the Frenchman is the

narrator ; and that it depends upon the art of the fculptor,

whether the lion {hall be reprefented as killing the man, or

the man as killing the lion. It appears that M. de la Croix

did not pretend to deny that the power of reititution was, in

a political fenfe, inherent in the nation j but merely that il

could not conftitutionally be exercifed by the Directory. In

reply to lord Malmefbury's hypothetical cafe of neceflity, M.
de la Croix might perhaps think it fufricient to fay, that ne-

ceffity was a valid plea for any thing, but that no fuch ne«

cefiity actually exiiled ; and that if, in preji nt circwii/lancez,

the Directory made the refiitution in quertion, they would

deferve impeachment:— and had not the French government

a right to Itsjnie qua non as well as the Englifh ?

Europe
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Europe for two centuries to come." He at

length intimated, " that an equivalent might

be found for the emperor in the fecularization of

the three ecclefiaftical electorates, and feveral

bifhoprics in Germany and Italy." He fpake

of making new electors ; and named the ftadt-

holder and the dukes of Brunfwic and Wir-

temberg as perfons proper to replace the three

ecclefiaftical electors.—The tenor of his conver-

fation leading to the total fubverfion of the pre-

fent Germanic fyftem, lord Malmefbury declared

thefe ideas to be altogether incompatible with

the principle laid down by the emperor and

king, as the bafis oi the peace; at the fame time

hinting, that if, on all the other points, France

agreed to the propofals now made, it would not

be impojjible that fome increafe of territory might

be ceded to her on the Germanic fide of her

frontier; and that this, in addition to the duchy

of Savoy, Nice, and Avignon, would be a very

great acquiiition of ftrength and power.

—

c M.
de la Croix (fays lord Malmefbury) here again

reverted to the conflitution, and faid that thefe

countries were already constitutionally annexed

to Fiance. I replied, " that it was impoiiible

in the negotiation which we were beginning for

the other powers to take it up from any period

but that which immediately preceded the war;

and that any acquiiition or diminution of territory

which
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which had taken place among the belligerent

powers, lince it firft broke out, mull necetTarily

become fubj eel-matter for negotiation, and be

balanced againil each other in the final ar-

rangements of a general peace."—" You then

perfril (faid M. de la Croix) in applying this prin-

ciple to Belgium r" " I anfwered, most cer-

tainly : and I Jhould not deal fairly ivith you if 1

hefitated to declare, in the outfet of our negotiation,

that on this -point you mujl entertain no expectation

that his majefly will relax, or ever confent to fee

the Netherlands remain apart of France."—M. de

la Croix replied, " he faw no profpe£t, in this

cafe, of our ideas ever meeting, and he dc-

fpaired of the fuccefs of our negotiation."

Palling to the affairs of Spain and Holland,

lord Malmeibury mentioned, as Hill in force, the

right veiled in Great Britain, by the treaty of

Utrecht, of oppofmg the ceffion of St. Domingo

to France ; which M. de la Croix, regarding

doubtlefs the imputations of a treaty of peace

as altogether iuperfeded in a Hate of war,

palled over with little notice : and when lord

Malmeibury propofed that, in return for the

confent ot England tQ this ceffion, his Britannic

inajelly ihould retain Martinico, or St. Lucia

and Tobago, M. de la Croix, aftoniihed without

doubt at the extravagance of the overture, and

perfectly indifferent whether this confent was

given
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given or withheld, difmifled the fubjec~r.—In

relation to Holland, M. de la Croix treated as

impracticable any attempt at reftoring the antient

form of government. He acknowledged, how-

ever, that it was not to be expe6ted Great

Britain would confent to a full and complete

reftitution of the fettlements conquered from

the Dutch : and when lord Malmefbury fug-

gefted the little probability there was that the

Cape and Ceylon would be reftored, the French

minifter launched out into a labored differtation

upon their value, affirming that they would

ultimately be of infinitely greater importance

to England than the Netherlands to France;

and that, if this claim was acquiefced in, France

would hold her pofTeffions in India entirely at

the pleafure of England. Lord Malmefbury,

on the other hand, profeffed to confider them

merely as affording an addition of fecurity to

England, but no additional power of attack

:

and his lordfhip aflerted farther, " that if thefe,

and a few other of the fettlements belonging to

the Dutch, were to be infifted upon (till, it was

impoffible not to confider the terms on which

his majefty propofed peace to Holland as gene-

rous and liberal."—At the clofe of the conver-

fation ' M. de la Croix again afked me (fays

lord Malmefbury) « whether, in his report, he

was to (late the difuniting Belgium from France

as
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as a fine qua non from which his majefly would

not depart ?" I replied, " it most certainly

ivas a fine qua nonfrom which his majejiy would not

depart; and that any propofal which would leave

the Netherlands annexed to France would be

attended with much greater benefit to that

power, and lofs to the allies, than the prefent

relative fituation of the belligerent powers could

entitle the French government to expect." M.
de la Croix repeated his concern at the peremp-

tory way in which I made this affertion, and

afked whether it would admit of no modification ?

I replied, " ifFrance could not, in a contre-projet,

point out a practicable and adequate one, ftill

keeping in view that the Netherlands mull not

be French, or likely again to fall into the hands

of France, fuch a propofal might certainly be

taken into confideration." M. de la Croix by

no means encouraged me to explain myfelf

more fully : he repeatedly faid that this difficulty

relative to the Netherlands was one which could

NOT BE OVERCOME.'

Upon reading with impartial attention the

account given by lord Malmefbury of this famous

conference, it feems ftrange to find his lordfhip

conclude with faying, cc that the imprefiion

which remained on his mind on parting with

M. de la Croix, from the civility of his manner,

and apparent readinefs to difeufs the fubje£t,

was,
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was, that the negotiation would go on, though

he law little profpecl of its terminating fuccefs**

fully." On the contrary, from the circumftances

ftated in the narrative itfelf, it was manifeftly

impoffible that the negotiation could go on.

—

*

When the firft overture was made by England

in the preceding fpring, France pofitively de-

clared that flie would not relinquish the con-

quefts which had been actually annexed' to the

territory of the republic. She had not imce

lliewn the leaft difpolition to recede from this

declaration, againft which the Englifh miniftry

exclaimed, as violent, arbitrary, and unjuft.

When, after an interval of fix months, a fecond

proportion for peace was made by England,

iurely France had reafon to expert that the

court of London would fhew itfelf at length

willing to treat upon that bafis which was eflen-

tial to its attainment ;—but lhe found herfelf

moil egregioufly deceived. A high and accom-

plished ambafiador, as he was llyled, came to

Paris profeffedly inverted with full powers to

treat with the Directory. But the principle of

compenfation, on which he wiihed to fet out,

being admitted, it appeared that he had nothing

ta propofe. An interval, however, being al-

lowed to receive inllruclions, the plan of a ge-

neral pacification was tranfmitted to him from

London, Which proved to be nothing more or

lefa
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kfs than a fweeping proportion founded on the

flatus quo ante bellum. And it appearing, from

the exprefs and repeated declarations of lord

Malmefbury, that the reftoration of the Auftrian

Low Countries by the emperor, or at leaff. that

the abfolute relinquishment of them by France,

was a fine qua non of the projected treaty, all

the other modifications of the plan fuggefted by

lord Malmefbury were of no avail, and the ne-

gotiation was inftantly at an end. On the next

day, December 18, the Engliih ambaffador was

required by M. de la Croix, in a cold and con-

cife note, to give in his ultimatum officially in

twenty-four hours, with a pointed and obvious

reference to the fine qua non of the Engliili

cabinet ; which lord Malmefbury, in handfome

and guarded terms, declined to do—offering,

at the fame time, to enter with candor into

the difcumon of the propofals of his court, or

of any counter-project which might be delivered

to him on the part of the Executive Directory.

A counter-project, however, in this cafe, where

an irreconcileable difference was acknowledged

to exift, mult be altogether fuperfluous : and

M. de la Croix informed the ambaiTador, as

before, " that the Executive Directory would

Hften to no propofals contrary to their con-

stitution, their laws, and the treaties which

bind the Republic ;

:
'—and notice was given to

vol . v. 2 i v his
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his lordfhip to depart from Paris in eight-and-

forty hours; adding " that, if the Britiih cabinet

is defirous of peace, the Executive Directory is,

ready to carry on the negotiations, according to

the above-mentioned bafis, by the reciprocal

channel of couriers."

On a review of thisftrange negotiation, there

appears, on the part of the Engliih miniftry, a

very difgraceful want of fagacity, or a ftill more

difgraceful want of iincerity. This alternative

it is impoflible to evade. The French govern-

ment had, on the former occalion, committed

themfelves completely on the fubject of the

annexation oi Belgium to France; and there

was furely no ground whatever to imagine that

they would, at the clofe of a very fuccefsful

campaign, recede from a determination which

they had at the commencement of it fo publicly

and folemnly expreifed. When this determina-

tion was once formed, the principle on which

they founded, or the reafons by which they

juflined, it, were of no confequence to Eng-

land ;—the fole practical queftion to be refolved

was, whether it were expedient to continue the

war for the chance of wrefting the Auftrian

Low Countries fromFrance by force ? It would

indeed have fimplified the buiinefs, and have

deprived their arch-enemy, Mr. Pitt, of a plau-

fible topic of declamation, had the Executive

Directory
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Directory avowed their refolution to retain the

provinces in queftion, in the language already

functioned by the ufe cf the Englifh minifcry, ff as

an indemnity for the paft, and a fecurity for the

future." The French government was no lefs

juftifiable in making the retention, than the

Englifh the reftitution, of the Low Countries a

fine qua non of the negotiation ; and Mr. Pitt

himfelf could not have denied, that for fuch

general refolution not to treat, but upon certain

conditions of advantage previously fpecified,

the practice of regular and approved governments

might be adduced. Not to advert to remoter

initances, a very few years had elapfed fince the

court of London, after much idle menace and

blufter indeed, yielded to a pretenfion of this

nature advanced by one of her prefen t allies,

the emprefs of Ruffia ; who, in her late war

with Turkey, had conquered and in lifted upon

retaining poffeflion of Oczakow, and the fur-

rounding country from the Bog to the Neiller^

as a preliminary of peace. With regard to the

ambaffador, lord Malmcfbury, it was manifeft,

from the whole tenor of his correfpondence, and

particularly his long and elaborate account of

the conference with M. de la Croix (December

18), that his talents had been extremely over-

rated. When the negotiation plainlv turned

upon a Angle point, he wrandered into tedious

2 i 2 difcuflions
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difcuffions wholly irrelevant, ornamenting his

difcourfe with turns of wit not very brilliant,

intermixed with arguments ad hominem not very

conclufive. His addrefs and manners were

notwithstanding perfectly decorous and polite
;

and his diplomatic ability appears not to have

been unequal to a negotiation requiring nothing

beyond ready and fpecious converfation upon

fuch fubjects as might be fuppofed to occur in

the ordinary routine of politics. Upon the whole,

as it could fcarcely be imagined that the Englifli

rniniflry entertained the moft diftant expectation

that France would be induced to recede from

her claim reflecting Belgium, too much coun-

tenance was afforded to the fufpicions expreffed

by the Executive Directory, relative to the fin-

cerity of the court of London, and their jealoufy

" that the ftep taken by that court had no other

object than to obtain for the Britifh govern-

ment the favorable impreifion which always

accompanies the firft overture for peace," to

which they might have added the advantage

accruing to the Britifh minirlers from keeping

up the farce of negotiation and pacification at

home.

While this famous negotiation was pending,

Mr. Burke, who had now no longer a feat in par-

liament, publifhed a moft furious, fanguinary,

.and frantic pamphlet, entitled " Thoughts on a

Regicide
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Regicide Peace ;" in which he urged, in his

characteristic manner, the profecution of the

war as a war ad ititernecionem. Deploring deeply

the pufillanimity of Mr. Pitt in making thefe

difgraceful advances to the regicide toe, he

loftily exclaims :
—" The minifter had, in this

conflict, wherewithal to glory in fuccefs, to be

confoled in adveriity. If it were not given

him to fupport the falling edifice, he ought to

bury himfelf under the ruins of the civilifed

world." Throughout this extraordinary perfor-

mance, which every-where bears the marks of

great but eccentric genius, the writer, rifmg to

the fublimeft heights of terrific eloquence, may

be compared to the Spirit of Loda, " coming

in the roar of a thoufand ftorms, and fcattering

battles from his eyes * ;•" or to the image in

Calphurnia's dream—blood fpouting at every

pore. Yet this very man, previous to his being

pofTefled by this daemoniac phrenfy, could fay,

in the words of truth and fobernefs, " I cannot

conceive any being under Heaven, which in its

infinite wTifdom tolerates all forts of exigences,

more odious and difgufting, than an impotent

helplefs creature, without civil wifdom or mi-

litary fkill, bloated with pride and arrogance,

calling for battles which he is not to fight." This

* Poems of Ossian—Caric-thura, Vol. I.

was
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was happily the laft effort of a pen which had

long been taught to infcribe only characters of

blood. Falling into a lingering illnefs, increafed

no doubt by the morbid irritability of his mind,

this grand incendiary of Europe expired, in a

few months after this period, at once the object

of pity, of abhorrence, and of admiration.

The young king of Sweden, Guftavus IV.

having recently attained to the age of majority,

the regency of the duke of Sudermania, his

uncle, wTho had governed that kingdom for

four years with great wifdom and moderation,

was now at an end ; and it was foon perceiv-r

able that the fame caution and fagacity no

longer governed the Swediihu councils, which

feemed, from this time, to be entirely under the

influence of the court of St. Feterfburg. Baron

Stael, the Swediih ambafTador at Paris, was

replaced by M, Renhaufen, a determined enemy

of the republic. Reprefentations having been

made to the court of Stockholm, without effect,

againft this nomination, M. Renhaufen received

a peremptory order from the minifter of the

police to leave Paris ; and the French envoy, in

return, received a iimilar notice to quit the

city of Stockholm ; and all appearances por-

tended a fudden rupture between the two na-

tions. This event might poflibly be retarded

by the unexpected death of the emprefs of

Ruffia,
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Raffia, who died at this critical juncture (Nov.

6, 1796) by a ftroke of apoplexy, without any

previous illnefs ; retaining, to the age of fixty-

feven years, her health, her vigor, and talents

for government, unimpaired and undiminifhed.

Conformably to her artful and infidious policv,

me had, from the very commencement of hof-

tilities againft France, exerted her influence

in fomenting the flames of difcord, and in

inftigating other potentates to the attack, while

lhe herfelf flood aloof from the conteft, at a

fafe and cautious diftance. She did not hefitate

very openly to exprefs her contempt of the

meafures of the Englifli court, and of the po-

litical abilities of the minifter by whom they

were chiefly directed ; profeili ng great admi-

ration of the talents of Mr. Fox, whofe fa-

gacity and eloquence had fo happily, in a

late inftance, prevented a rupture between

Great Britain and RuiTia ; and whofe buif,

wrought by the famous fculptor Nollikens, in

obedience to her order, lhe caufed to be placed

between thofe of Cicero and Demofthenes.

This extraordinary woman, who had attained

the fummit of power by very queftionable, if

not criminal means, governed the empire of

Rullia, for the fpace of thirty-four years, with

uninterrupted fuccefs and reputation : but the

glorious actions of her reign were blended

with
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with injuitice, and ftained with cruelty ; and,

in the accomplishment of her ends, flie never

hefitated with refpect to means. Her fucceflor

in the imperial throne of the Ruffias was her

only fon by the late czar Paul Petrowitz ; of

whom the emprefs had entertained fo great

a dislike and jealoufy, that he was, during

her life-time, little known in any public or po-

litical capacity. But the general idea formed

of his character was very far from being fa-

vorable to the new emperor, who, by the few-

acquainted with his difpofition and temper, was

fa id to be weak, violent, haughty, and capri-

cious.

Nearly at the fame time alfo died Victor

Amadeus, king of Sardinia, in an advanced

age :—an event which produced no fenfible

effedt upon the general politics of the continent.

He was fucceeded in his precarious throne by

his fon the prince of Piedmont.

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME,
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