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BOOK XVII.

Session of Parliament, 1796-7. Pacificatory" Speech from the

Throne. Remarkable Protest of Earl Fitzzvillia?n. New

Levies of Marines, Militia, and Cavalry. Statement of Fi-

nance. National Loan. Illegal Advance of Money to the

Emperor. Motions of Mr. Grey and of Mr. Fox relative

to the same. Messagefrom the King to both Houses of Par-

liament, announcing the Failure of the Negotiationfor Peace.

Debates upon the Message, arid Address to the Throne. State

of Parties. Derangement of the Affairs of the Bank of Eng-

land. Bank of England stops Payment. Affairs of the

Bank investigated by Parliament. Second National Loan.

Pacificatory Motions, by the Earl of Oxford and Mr. Pollen.

Dangerous Mutiny in the Fleet. Important Motion of the

Earl of Moira respecting Ireland—And of Mr. Fox on the

same Subject. Petitions to the King for the Removal of Mi-
nisters. Address for the Removal of the First Lord of the

Treasury moved by the Earl of Suffolk. Addressfor the Dis~

mission of Ministers moved in the House of Commons by Al-

derman Combe. Motion by Mr. Grey for a Reform in Par-

liament. Motion of the Duke of Bedfordfor the Dismission

of Ministers. Scottish Militia Bill. Session of Parliament

terminated. Project ofa nezv Administration—Rejected by the

King. Military Transactions in Italy. Battle of Rivoli. Ge-

neral Provera surrenders. Capitulation ofMantua. Austrian^

retreat beyond the Brenta. Capture of Trent. GeneralBuona-

parte enters the Ecclesiastical States. Surrender of Anconat

dfc. Plunder of Loretto. Peace of Tolentino. Ambassy to

St. Marino. Archduke Charles supersedes Marshal Alvinzi,

Austrians entrench themselves behind the Tagliamento. En-

trenchments forced. Jnspruck and Brixen captured by the

vol. vi. b French,
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French. General Buonaparte offers Peace to the Archduke,

Jtustrians again defeated at Neumdrk and Hutisnnark. Alarm

of the Court of Vienna. Critical Situation of General Buo-

naparte. Preliminaries of Peace signed at Leoben. Subver-

sion of the Venetian Government—And likewise that of Genoa.

Foundation of the Cisalpine Republic. Operations on the

Rhine. Descent of the French on the Coast of IFales.

Victory obtained over the Spanish Fleet by Sir John Jervis.

Unsuccessful Attack on the Isle of Feneriffe. Capture of

Trinidad. Failure at Porto Rico, f'ictory over the Dutch

Fleet by Admiral Duncan. Interior State of France. Roy-

alist Conspiracy against the Government. Formidable Oppo-

sition to the Directory in the Councils. Triumph of the Di-

rectory. Fresh Attempt of the Court of London to negotiate

with France—Lord Malmesbury a second Time appointed

Ambassador—Progress and abrupt Conclusion of the Nego-

tiation. State of the Gullican Church. Origin of the Sect of

the Fheophilanthropists. Treaty of Campo Formio. Congress

at Rastadt. State of America. Extraordinary Reception of

the American Commissioners at Paris. Arrest of the Portu-

guese Ambassador. Death of Count Bernstorf—And of th<£

King of Prussia. National Fthanksgiving,

1 HE new parliament was convened at a fea-

fon of the year unufually early, viz. the 6th of

October (1796). The fpeech from the throne

afforded much fatisfaftion, as the harbinger of

returning peace. cc
I have omitted no endea-

vours (faid his majeiiy) for fetting on foot nego-

tiations to reftore peace to Europe, and to fe-

cure for the future the general tranquillity.

The fteps which I have taken for this pur-

pofe have at length opened the way to an

immediate and direct, negotiation, the ilTue of

which
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Which muft either produce the defirable end of

a juft, honorable, and folid peace, for us and for

our allies, or muft prove beyond difpute to >vhat

caufe alone the prolongation of the calamities

of war muft be afcribed.—The fortune of the

war on the continent has been various, and

the progrefs of the French armies threatened

at one period the utmoft danger to all Europe

;

but from the honorable and dignified perfeve-

ranpe of my ally the emperor, and from the

intrepidity, difcipline, and invincible fpirit of

the Auftrian forces, under the aufpicious con-

duel of the archduke Charles, fuch a turn has

lately been given to the courfe of the war as

may infpire a well-grounded confidence that the

iinal refult of the campaign will prove more dif-

aftrous to the enemy than its commencement

and progrefs for a time were favorable to their

hopes."

The addreffes moved, being expreffed in ge-

neral and moderate terms* were acceded to with

Httle oppofition in both houfes ; excepting that

lord Fitzwilliam, who had imbibed, in all their

extent, the violent opinions of Mr. Burke, and

who coniidered peace wim France as involving

in it danger, mifchief, and ruin to England, en-

tered on the journals of the peers a very elabo-

rate proteft, affigning no lefs than ten dillindt

reafons for refilling to concur in an addrefs of

b 2 appro
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approbation for letting on foot the prefent nego-

tiation.

Mr. Fox congratulated the houfe of commons
that his majefty's minifters had at length done

what he had for three years earneftly advifed 5

but he lamented that this meafure had not been

adopted before a hundred millions had beer*

fpent, and a hundred thoufand lives been facri*

ficed, in this bloody and fruitlefs conteft. He
faid he did not wifh to recollect, much lefs to

retaliate, the reproaches and invectives formerly

pronounced againft him, as degrading by his

counfels the dignity of the Brififh nation, and

laying his majefty's crown at the feet of the

French republicans.

On the 18th of October the houfe of commons'

refolved itfelf into a committee to confider that

claufe of his majefty's fpeech which alluded to

the intention manifefted by the enemy to at-

tempt a defcent on thefe kingdoms. In addi-

tion to the naval force now actually employed,

and which the chancellor of the Exchequer

declared to be more formidable than it had ever

been at any former period, he propofed— 111, a

levy of 15,000 men, from the different parifhes,

for the fea-fervice, and for recruiting the regi-

ments of the line, great numbers of which he

ftated to have fallen in defence of our foreign

poffeffions ; 2dly, he fuggeiled a fupplemehtary

levy
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levy of militia, to confift of 60,000 men, not

to be immediately called out, but to be en-

rolled, officered, and gradually trained, fo as to

be fit for fervice in a moment of danger : 3dly,

Air. Pitt propofed to raife a confiderable force

of irregular cavalry—every perfon who kept ten

horfes to provide one horfe and one horfeman

to ferve in a corps of cavalry, thofe who kept

more than ten to provide in the fame propor-

tion, and thofe who kept fewer to form them-

felves into clafles, and decide who, at the com-

mon expenfe, Ihould provide the horfe and

horfeman. Thefe feveral proportions received

the fan£Hon of the two houfes, and palled into

laws j but the plan for raifing an additional

body of cavalry, though a fecond and third acl

pafled to explain and amend the firft, was

framed in a manner fo difgracefully crude, con-

fufed, and complex, that it was found totally

impracticable in the execution ; and it was in

a great meafure fuperfeded by the numerous vo •

lunteer corps of yeoman-cavalry which were,

about this time, embodied in all parts of the

Jdngdom.

On the 2 If]: of October, upon the motion of

Mr.AVindham, 195,000 men were voted for the

Jand-fervice, and foon afterwards 120,000 fea«

men and marines were voted for the naval fer-

vice, of the year,

e£ In
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In the beginning of December the chancel-:

lor of the Exchequer made his annual itatement

to the houfe, according to which eighteen mil-

lions would be wanting, by way of loan, exclu-

sive of five millions and a half of Exchequer-

bills, and about thirteen millions and a half of

Navy-bills, which he propofed to fund ; the in-

tereft of all which amounted to upwards of two

millions per annum of additional and perpetual

taxes. Mr. Pitt took this opportunity to ac-

knowledge that he had made an actual advance

to the emperor of divers fums of money to the

amount of about 1,200,000/. and he mould pro-

pofe a vote of three millions to enable minifters

to give the neceflary alMance to our allies in

cafe we were obliged to perfevere in the war.

—

Mr. Fox rofe, and with great warmth and

energy ftated "' that the miniiter had it un-

doubtedly in his power, many months ago, to

have confuited the houfe as to this {abjeSt;

that having negle&ed fo to do, and manifefled

a determination to difpofe of the public money

without the knowledge or authority of that

houfe, he ought for this conduct to be im-

peached. And for what was this money thus

illegally and unconftitutionally expended? ¥fcfi'r

after year had the minifter calculated upon the.

events of the war \ and year after year had the

public been misled by his calculations One

hundred
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hundred and fifty millions had been added to

the debt of the country, and rivers of human

blood had been made to flow. The miniitcr

now at length talked of peace; but as his fkill

in calculation was made a matter of boaft, it

might be wilhed that he would one day fit down
in his clofet, and calculate what a fum of hu-

man happinefs he had deitroyed already, what

a wafte of human life he had occafioned, and

all this becaufe he could not fooner difcover

that the French were capable of maintaining

the relations of peace and amity."—After thefe

obfervations, which did not admit of any anfwer,

the refolutions moved by Mr. Pitt were fuccef-

iively put and carried.

The meafure thus adopted by the minifter,

of clandestinely remitting money to a foreign

court, during the interval and even the fitting

of parliament, was too extraordinary not to at-

tract the farther notice of oppohtion : and when

the report of the Committee of Ways and

Means was brought up, December 8, Mr. Fox

again took occalion earneitly to requeft J:he at-

tention of the houfe to this fubject. " Flad

ijiinilters (he remarked) found themfelves called

upon by an imperious fenfe of duty, when par?

Jiamcnt was not fitting, to grant a pecuniary

aid to the emperor, and upon the meeting of

parliament ha 3. iubmitted the reafons of their

b i conducl
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conduct to the judgment of the houfe, the cafe

would have differed very widely from the pre-

fent. In the courfe of the laft three months

of the preceding parliament repeated applica-

tions were made to them refpecling their inten-

tions of granting or with-holding pecuniary af-

fiftance to the emperor ; but they preferved a

profound filence on the fubjecl j and we now
find that a great part of the money had been,

remitted to the emperor when parliament was

actually fitting. Did the right honorable gen-

tleman fancy himfelf better qualified to judge

of the time and extent of the affiftance neceffary

to be granted than the houfe of commons ? As

long as the queftion was open to debate and dif-

cuffion, the houfe was kept in total ignorance

relating to it: they are, however, ultimately in-

formed of the tranfatlion ;—but at what pe-

riod ? When the money has been paid, and de-

liberation is precluded. Mr. Fox hoped that,

on this occafion at lealt, parliament would vin-

dicate its own dignity and importance. If the

houfe mould fubmit to this daring encroach*

ment on their rights, and the commons fhould

relinquifh the guardianfhip of the public purfe,

there would be little^ left, after the late violent

encroachments on the conftitution, to diftinguifh

our government from that of abfolute mon-

archies."

Mr.
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Mr. Pitt afferted, in reply, " that the gene-

ral principles ftated by Mr. Fox were fubjedt to

^imitation ; that in the belt and pureft asras of

the conftitution extraordinaries and votes of cre-

dit had been recognized as warranted by the

fpirit of it. He allowed that the minifter who

exercifed the difcretion veiled in him impro-

perly was not exempt from cenfure ; but the

manner in which he underftood the limitation

referred to he would Hate when called upon to

rnake his defence."—The houfe of commons

did not, however^ appear entirely to enter into

the views of the minifter upon this momentous

topic, nor feem difpofed to grant him their

unreferved confidence on a point which fo

nearly affecled both their privileges and their

power.

Sir William Pulteney, one of the compara-

tively few independent members who ufually

voted with Mr. Pitt, declared " the concern

and aftonilhment which he felt at this uncon-

ftitutional appropriation of public money by

the minifter. It was indeed an undoubted and

an unfortunate truth that extraordinaries and

a vote of credit mult be granted in every year

of a war ; but finely fubfidies to foreign princes

could never be intentionally included in them.

jMew and urgent circumftances might occur to

render the exercile of minifterial difcretion pro-

per;



1© GEORGE III.

per; but here the circumftanccs were known
and public. The dilemma to which the houfe

was reduced, from the neceflity they were under

either to confirm a tranfaction fo contrary to

the fundamental principles of the conftitution,

or by any retrofpcclive refolution to ihake the

confidence of their allies in the public faith thus

pledged by the miniiter, was a great aggrava^

tion of his mifconduc~r, : and it was his opinion

that a ftrong mark of cefifiire ought to be in-?

fiicted by the houfe, in order for ever to prevent

any fimilar violation of their molt ellential pri-

vileges."

Mr. Grey remarked, " that the infenfibility of

the houfe on former occalions to the danger

which threatened the conftitution had encou-

raged the minifter to venture upon this daring

meafure ; and that his boldnefs had rifen in

proportion to the obfequioufnefs of parliament,

From the infpeclion of the papers before the

houfe (Mr. Grey faid) it appeared that the whole

of the money had been remitted during the

fitting of parliament, excepting the trifling fum

of 77,000/. Will the houfe, on fuch a grea£

conftitutional queftion as the prefent, be fatis-

fied with pompous declamation ? Surely there

is a barrier, beyond which even the complai-

fance of that affembly would not allow his ma-

jcftVs miniflers to extend their predatory en-

croachments,
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croachmcnts. Vile as the conduct of the lait

parliament had been, he did not believe they

Considered their vote of credit as conveying any

fuch power to minifters ; and he appealed to

thofe gentlemen prefent who were members of

the former houfe of commons, whether, at the

time the vote pafied, they were in the remotefl

degree aware that they were giving two mil-

lions and a half of money to the emperor.—
Mr. Grey moved that the fecond reading of

the Bill of Supply fhould be poftponed till the

next day ; and he would then move the houfe

to refolve that the minifter had been guilty of a

high crime and mifdemeanor."

Mr. "Wilberforce, who for twro feflions ear-

nefMy, and not without fome effect upon the

houfe, and ftill more upon the public at large,

oppofed the ruinous and frantic meafures of

the minifter, had been, for a conliderable time

pad, evidently wavering in his conduct ; and

he embraced the prefent opportunity to demon-

ftrate to the world that he was now again, from

a difpofition, as thofe who were friendly to

him reprefented, weak not depraved, capricious

not corrupt, as ready and willing as the mod
ferviie initrument of government to defend the

wT
orft of men in the commillion of the word of

deeds. This gentleman declared himfelf " averfe

to postponing the vote of fupply even for a

lingle
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(ingle day ; and averred that the vote of credit,,

if examined attentively, would be found to con-

vey an impreffion that miniflers were autho-

rized in employing the money entrufted to them

in fuch a manner as the public exigencies might

require."—After a long and ardent debate the

houfe divided -

y and the numbers appeared to

be, 58 for, and lfi4 againft, the propofed poft-

ponement of the fupplv.

In order to compel Mr. Pitt to ftate the fpe«*

cific grounds on which he ventured upon a Hep

fo manifeftly contrary to the fpirit of the con-

ilitution, and by no means in confiftency with

the fenfe of the houfe, and much lefs of the

nation, Mr. Fox, on the 14th of December,

moved, " That his majefty's minifters, having

at different times, and during the fitting of par-

liament, di reeled the iflue of various funis of

money for the fervice of his Imperial majefty,

&c. have a£led contrary to the truft repofed in

them, and have thereby violated the conftitu-

tional privileges of this houfe."—This motion

was feconded by Mr. Combe, one of the repre-

fentatives of the city of London, " in willing

obedience (as he faid) to the inftru£Hons of his

conftituents, who, in common-hall, had that

day, in the moft exprefs manner, directed their

reprefentatives to cenfure the conduct of mi-

nifters in granting away the public money with-

out
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but confent of parliament. He alfo, as a mer-

chant, obferved, that the difcountlng of the1

bills drawn for the purpofe of remitting money

to the emperor had been productive of extreme

inconvenience both to the Bank and to the

mercantile intereft, and had occafioned an alarm*

ing deficiency of circulating-cam."—Mr. Pitt

now rofe moft reluctantly in his own defence^

which confifted merely in citing a feries of par-*

liamentary precedents totally irrelevant to the

queftion, as they referred exclusively to the re-

miiTion of fums during the recefs of parliament*

for purpofes of urgency which could not be

forefeen previous to the prorogation, or which

had been actually Hated to the houfe as likely

to occur, and for which a vote of credit had

been avowedly granted. To relieve the minifter

from his difgraceful embarrarTmenr, an amend-

ment to Mr. Fox's motion was at length pro-

pofed by one of his more moderate partizans,

purporting, " that advancing the feveral fums-

of money in the account then before the houfe,

for the fervice of his Imperial majefly, though not

to be drawn into precedent but upon occa-

fions of special necessity, was a judicable

exercife, under the circumftances of the cafe, of the

difcretion veiled in his majefty's minifters by

the vote of credit." The circumftances of the

cafe, it will be remembered, were, that the

houfe
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houfe of commons was actually fitting when the

money was remitted ; that the miniiler ftudiouity

avoided the moft diilant intimation of his inteu-'

tion to grant pecuniary afllllance to the emperor

when called upon for that purpofe ; and that

the vote of credit was made a mere cloak and

pretext for this infamous and daring imposition

on the houfe and the public, for which, in

former times, no punimment fhort of that which

this abandoned and apoilate miniiler had at-

tempted to inflict on thofe whofe object it was

to rectify thefe monilrous abufes by a radical

reform in parliament, would have been deemed

too fevere. The houfe, after long and vehe-

ment debate, at length divided upon the amend-1

ment—Ayes 285, Noes 81.

On the 27th of December, a meffage from

the king was laid before the houfe of peers by

lord Grenville, fiatimr, " That the negotiation,

which an anxious defire of peace had induced

him to open at Paris, had been abruptly termi-

nated by the French government;" and his

lordfhip moved an addrefs to the throne, ap-

proving the conduct of minifters in all the par-

ticulars of this tranfaction : to which the earl of

Guildford propofed an amendment, ftating the

miiconduct of minifters during the whole of the

prefent war, and charging them with iniince-

rity in every part of the negotiation. This pro-

duced
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duced an animated debate, which terminated

in the approval of the addrefs by a great ma-

jority.

On the 30th of December, Mr. Pitt moved

the houfe of commons to take into confidera-

tion a fimilar meffaee delivered to the houfe.

Upon this occafion the minifter pronounced one

of the moft eloquent, and at the fame time one

cf the molt infidious and fophiftical, harangues

of which there is any example in parliamentary

hiftory. He prefaced his fpeech with an ex-

ordium, lamenting in impaffioned terms the

failure of the late negotiation. He faid " that

he had fondly hoped we mould have been re-

lieved from the conteft into which we had been

forced againft our will,—a conteft produced by

the repeated aggreflions of an imperious enemy,

—a conteft undertaken from motives of inevi-

table neceffity, undertaken to preferve our con-

ftitution, to defend the general fecurity of Eu-

rope, and from a facred regard to that good

faith which we had pledged to our allies. From
thefe caufes we were forced into a ftate of war-

fare ; and, whilft they continued to operate,

we were alfo determined to perfevere ; and the

regret he felt was therefore without defpon-

dency, his difappointment without defpair. We
had not (he faid) ourfelves to blame for this

misfortune; it arofe from the exorbitant preten-

tions
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(ions of our enemies : nothing had been want-

ing on the part of this country to reftore peace

on the grounds on which alone it was defirable
5

for, when we wifhed for peace, it was for a fe-

cure and permanent peace.—In March 1796

an offer had been made to treat in that way
which had been fanclioned by ufage and the

general experience of nations. The offer was

met on the part of the enemy by advancing a

preliminary of fuch a nature that no man could

ferioufly juftify and fupport it. The anfwer to

Mr.Wickham was founded upon what France

chofe to call * the law by which fhe was

bound.' What law ? A law of their own
making ! a mere internal regulation ! a prin-

ciple annulling all treaties, in open defiance of

the rights of Europe and the received maxim3

of nations !—The next mode which was adopted

was an application through the medium of a

neutral minifter: the ambaffador of the court

of Denmark made this application, in the name

of his Britannic majefty, merely to know if

they would fend paffports for a plenipotentiary

to be fent by his majefty to Paris. How was

this application received ? For fome time no

anfwer was made. At laft the Danifh minifter

Was informed—not by a written anfwer to a

written note, but verbally—that if a minifter

were fent, he would be furnifhed with paffports

when
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when he arrived at their frontier. Had there

been the molt remote defire on the part of his

majelfy and his minifters to retard the negotia-

tion, was not this enough to juftify them in

abandoning their attempt ? But fo anxious were

they to obtain the bleiling of peace, that they

refolved to furmount thefe difficulties^ and a

flag of truce was fent over charged with a com-

miffion fimilar to what had been given to the

Danifh minifter. After a time, the requeft was

granted by the French government, not willing-

ly, but of neceffity.—The firft object of the ple-

nipotentiary was to do what' was conformable

to common fenfe and eftablifhed ufage ; to fix

fome acknowledged bafis upon which each

party might come forward with fome degree of

certainty of obtaining the defired object. The

bafis propofed was * that compenfation mould

be made to France, for proportionable reftitu-

tions from his majefly's conquefts on that power,

tor thofe arrangements to which fhe fhould be

called upon to confent, in order to fatisfy the

juft pretenfions of allies, and to preferve the

political balance of 1 Europe.' Was there any

thing to be found of low fordid intereft in this?

We propofed to give up what the valor of Eng-

land had acquired—not to aggrandize ourfelves

in any other manner, but to preferve our good

faith to thofe who had a right to rely upon it —
vol. vi. c The
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The bafis being, after much delay and difficulty,,

unequivocally acknowledged, it- was requifite to

confider what had been demanded under the

above circumftances : not the return of antient

poiTeffions—not for liberty to maintain our inde-

pendence, to reject the fraternal embrace, and

prevent the organization of treafon : thefe did

not reft upon the permiflion of the enemy—they

depended upon the patriotifm of the people of

England : we only deiired to preferve our good

faith inviolate, and were ready to facrifice all

our own advantages to obtain what we could

not honorably give away without the confent

of the emperor. All the propofitions under-

went difculnon between the plenipotentiary and

the miniiier. Only as to the Netherlands
his majejly could on no account retract any part of his

proportions \ but every thing else was Jubjetl to mo-

dification !

i( No fooner had the ambafTador (lord Malmef-

bury) delivered in a projet, and announced that

he was ready to enter into the difcuffion of par-

ticulars, than he was ordered to leave Paris,

and the negotiation to be carried on by means

of couriers. Such was the ftudied infult that

had been offered to his majefty !

" The Dire6rory demanded, not as an ultima-

tum but as a preliminary, to retain all thofe ter-

ritories of which the- chance of war had given

them'
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them a temporary porTefTion, and refpecling

which they thought proper, contrary to the law

of nations, to pafs a conftitutional decree, de-

claring that thefe mould not be alienated from

the republic. Bat this perverfe and monftrous

claim, in virtue of which territories acquired by

force of arms were annexed to a flate during the

continuance of the war in which fuch acquifi-

tions were made, could never be fuppofed to

fuperfede the treaties of other powers, and the

known and public obligations of the feveral na-

tions in Europe. It was impoffible that the fe-

parate a6t of a feparate government could dif-

folve the ties fubfifting between other govern-

ments, or extend to the abrogation of treaties

previoufly concluded. Yet this had been the

pretenfion to which the French government

laid claim, and the acknowledgment of which

they had held out as a preliminary of nego-

tiation to the king of Great Britain and his al-

lies.

" There was no principle of the law of na-

tions clearer than this—that when, in the courfe

of war, any nation acquired new poffeflions, that

fuch nation had only temporary right to them,

and that they do not become property till the

end of the war : for, fuppofmg the conqueror to

infift upon retaining them, becaufe he had pafTed

a law that they mould not be alienated^ might

c 2 not
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not the neighbouring powers, or even the hoftile

power, aik who gave him the right to pafs it ? or

what authority had he, as a feparate ft ate, by any

annexation of territory, to cancel exifting treaties,

and deflroy the equilibrium eftablifhed amongft

nations ? Were this pretention tolerated, it

would be a fource of eternal hoftility, and a

perpetual bar to negotiation between the con-

tending parties, becaufe the pretenfions of the

one would be totally irreconcileable with thofe

of the other: this, in the inftance of France,

had been as inconiiftent in its operations as

it had been unfounded in its origin. The

pofleflions which they had loft in the war in

the Weft Indies they had made dependent

parts of the republic. Tobago, which had

been loft in the preceding war, and which was

recovered in the prefent by Britifh arms, was

made a part of indivilible France ; nor lhould

he be furprized to hear that Ireland, in con-

fequence of their intention to invade it, was

conftitutionally annexed to the republic !—Al-

lowing, however, that the decree in queftion

was a valid principle of the French conftitution,

was it an evil without a remedy ? No : M. de

la Croix confefled it might be remedied ; but

not without the inconvenience of calling the

primary aflemblies. And were we then, after

all our exertions to obtain peace, after being

baffled
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baffled in all our efforts by the pride and obftinacy

of the French government, our propositions

flighted, and our ambaiTador infulted,—were

we now to confent to facrifice our engagements,

and to violate our treaties, becaufe, forfooth, it

would be fome inconvenience to call their affern-

blies, in order to cancel a law incompatible

with the principle of fair negotiation ? Shall

we fo far forget our honor, our dignity, and our

duty, as to adquiefce in fuch conditions? But

this is not all the degradation to which they

would have us fubm.it—Yv
r
e mult engage, and

as a preliminary too, to make no proportions

contrary to their conlritution and the treaties

which bind the republic !

fC This reftri&ion is more unreafonable than

the other. The republic may have made fecret

treaties which we know nothing about'; and

yet that government expects that we are not

to permit our proportions to interfere with

thefc treaties. How can we know what the

Dutch have ceded to France, or whether France

may not have an oath never to give up the terri-

tories ceded to her by Holland ? What fecret

article may be contained in her treaty with

Spain, guaranteeing the refti nation of Gibraltar,

or fome important poffeflion belonging to his

majefty ? And after accepting terms, of which

we are entirely ignorant, in what fituation do

c 3 we
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we Hand ? We at laft arrive at a difcuffion of the

government which France may choofe to give

to Italy, and of the fate which fhe may be pleafed

to affign to Germany, In facl, the point is not

how much you will give for peace, but how
much you will fufier to purchafe difgrace. In

thefe circumftances, then, are we to perfevere

in the war with an energy worthy of the Britifh

name, or, by fending couriers to Paris, to proftrate

ourfelves at the feet of a ftubborn and fuper-

cilious government, to do what they require,

and fubmit to what they impofe ? I hope there

is not a hand in his majeity's councils who
would fign the propofals, a heart in this houfe

which would fanction the meafure, or an indi-

vidual in the Britifh dominions who would acl

as the courier*."

To

* In the celebrated pamphlet of Mr. Erikine ( View of the

Caufes and Confequences of the War) are to be found (p.

66—72) fome admirable obfervations on the conduct of this

negotiation, and on Mr. Pitt's fingularly grofs misreprefen-

tation of the caufes of its rupture. " The whole pro-

ceeding (fays Mr. Erikine) is neither more nor lefs than

this :—The court of London having refolved upon a fine qua

itotiy which they did not at fir ft communicate, and which was

in direct opposition to the former pub]icJive qua von of France,

as expreffed in the March preceding, propofe mutual com-

penfation as the bails of negotiation. The Executive Directory

being determined not to adopt that bafis of compenfation

which fhould break in upon their former determination not to

cede
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To this fpecious and fplendid harangue Mr.

Fox made a molt able and memorable reply,

marked with all the ingenuoufnefs, the genero-

sity, and profound political difcernment, which

had fo long diftinguiihed the parliamentary

efforts of this great and unrivalled ftatefman. He
began

cede the territory of the republic, anfwer, ' That they cannot

accept compenfation as a bafis, unlefs they know what it com-

prehends ; and they therefore demand of lord .Malmeibury to

liate his fpecific propofition of compenfation.' This demand

the ambalTador, in purfuance of his inltruttions, of courfe re-

fufes, until the Directory mould fir It admit the bafis. After

a confiderable length of time in this difpute about nothing,

the fpecified d mand of compenfation was transmitted to,

and delivered by, lord Malmeibury, in which England de-

manded restitution to the emperor on the footing of the flatus

ante belhun. This demand was not exprelfed in terms as a

fine qua non, or ultimatum, upon the face of the confidential

memorial ; but in the collateral difcuflions with Ivl.de la Croix

it ivas exprelfed as a positive ultimatum, that Belgium

Ihould not remain as part of France.—The. Directory there-

fore repeated their former ultimatum upon that point, viz.

4 that they would liften to no propufal contrary to the cop-

ftitution, to the laws, and to the treaties which bind the re-

public' This anfwer being ultimatum againlt ultimatum,

upon a particular point, the negotiation was brought to an

inevitable conclufion ; and it is felf-evidcnt that this mult

have been its fate, in one day or in one hour, if Great Britain,

aware wiih the reft of Europe of the former determination of

France regarding Belgium, and determined to continue to

refift that pretenlion, had afked her at once whether the would

confent to modify or abandon it?

u When the details of this negotiation came to be confidered

in the houfe of commons on the 30th of December laft, the

c 4 minifter
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began by obferving " that the fubject before

them demanded, no lefs from its Angularity than

its magnitude, the deepeft consideration. After

a war of four years' duration, and which they

had been repeatedly told was a war of unparal-

leled glory and fuccefs—a war certainly unparal-

leled

minifter difplayed all that dexterity and ability for which he

is fo remarkable. His objeft was to conceal from the houfe all

thefe obvious conclusions, and to incenfe the parliament and

the nation at theinfolent unfounded pretences of France, which

defeated, by their unparalleled abfurdity and inadmiflibility,

the earneft anxiety of minifters for peace. He wifely, there-

fore, and ably and dextroufly, kept in the back ground the

thing refufed which formed the obftaclej he prudently {up-

prelfed the details of his own adminahation, which had

given to France both the power and the temper to refufe

the demanded ceffion of Belgium ;—even the danger of fuf-

fering Belgium to remain with France was much funk in his

argument, and the evil mainly infifted upon was her unfounded

reafon for refitting the ceflion. He not only enlarged upon

the injuftice of a nation finally annexing a territory acquired

during the war,—forgetting the annexation of Corfica by his

majetty's folemn acceptance of its crown,—but, appealing to

the French constitution, he denied that it eftablifhed the an-

nexation of the Belgic provinces. This part of the mini-

ster's fpeech was by far the moft labored, argumentative, and

ingenious ; infomuch, that I could not help being ftruck in

the moment with the force of that charafteriftic infirmity

which feems to impel him, as it were by a law of his nature,

always to aft upon one principle under the pretext of another.

The putting forward the reafon of refufal, and keeping back

the value of the thing refuted, and the chance of retrieving it

by continuing the war, was only the parade and juggle of the

day— It was to hide from the houfe and the country that we
were actually to be at war for Belgium*/'
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Ieled in refpect to the torrents of blood which

had been fried, and to the treafure which had

been expended in the profecution of it—fo far

are we from having gained any object for 'which

we originally embarked in hoftiiities, that the

minifter had that night come forward in an ela-

borate fpeech, the intention of which was to

prove that the enemy was become more un-

reafonable in their pretenfions than ever. It

would have been fome fatisfaclion, in defcanting

upon the extravagance of thefe demands, had

we been informed by what means the right

honorable gentleman propofes to reduce them.

How often have we been told, that the re-

fources of the French nation were exhaufted

—

that they were not only on the verge, but in

the gulf of bankruptcy ! Their exertions be-

came the more miraculous in proportion as

their ruin was the more confidently foretold.

After the egregious failure of his former pre-

dictions, what claim can the minifter pofiefs to

the confidence of this houfe in the prefent

moment ? If Belgium could be reconquered

by magnificent boafts or pompous dec amations

within thefe walls, we mould not have been,

reduced to the necellity of negotiating for its

reftitution, but have dictated the terms of

peace long ago in the centre of Paris. Previous

to the commencement of this fatal conteft, with

what



26 GEORGE III,

what earneft efforts did I labor to perfuade

this houfe of the propriety of fending an am-

baffador to Paris, who might certainly have

treated with every profpect of fuccefs ;—but

thofe efforts were wholly unavailing. And when
it is afferted that lord Malmefbury was difmiifed

in a way altogether unprecedented, the right

honorable gentleman muft furely have forgotten

the manner in which M. Chauvelin was fent

from this country. In every negotiation the

difficulty of coming to any definitive arrange-

ment muft be infinitely increafed by the mutual

prevalence of diftruft between the parties. And
if that diftruft was juflifiable on our part,

might not thofe who have been abufed by

minifters with every term of inve£Uve and re-

proach which language affords be allowed to

entertain in return fome diftruft of them ? Could

they fail to recollect, in receiving the afTurances

of lord Malmefbury's " high confideration,"

that lord Auckland was created a peer for de-

nouncing them to the world as miscreants

who ought to be put under the fword of the

law* ? Two years ago, the minifter^ when preffed

upoix

* From the month of May, 1789 ; that is to fay, as foon as

principles of political liberty began to emanate from the Con-

ititutional AiTemblyj "from that moment it became (fays an

excellent political writer) the diurnal taflcof every newspaper

under the influence of the Englifh Treafury to abufe the re-

volution
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upon the fubjecl of peace, made ufe of the

memorable words, cc When France is in a con-

dition to preferve the relations of peace and

amity." But when was the proved incapable

of fuftaining thofe relations ? Since that aera

fhe has made and maintained peace with PrmTia,

Spain, Naples, Tufcany, and the princes of

Germany. How, with fuch open avowed opi-

nions on your part, can you expect to conci-

liate confidence ? To negotiate with effect, you

mult relinquish your angry paffions and your

inveterate prejudices, which were the original

caufe of the war. If the country thinks the

adminiftration of the right honorable gentleman

a bleffingy

volution, to pervert every good, to exaggerate every evil, to

mutilate and misreprefent every faft, to traduce and outrage

the whole French nation in every fentiment and operation."

Utrum horum ?

A diftinguifhed writer already repeatedly quoted, and

whole publication, confirting of twenty-four pages only, feems

dictated by the mouth of wii'dom upon the fame fubjecl,

thus exprefles himfelf. " A mere offer to put an end to hoi-

ility, while all the caufes and all the effeds of rooted hatred

remain, can impofe on no man. There muft be a real dif-

pofition to peace ; and this muft be manifefted by a temperate,

if not amicable, language, and by all the a£ts of kindnefs and

conciliation which a ftate of war will admit of; otherwife

the forms of a negotiation avail nothing. If, while you offer

peace in terms, your actions and difcourfes indicate nothing

but fufpicion, hatred, and revenge, you may pofiibly purchafe

a cefl'ation of arms by conceffions and facrificesj but you

Jeave the enmity entire, and ftrengthen it againtl you by the

price you pay for a temporary fufpenfion of its efFe&s. Whilft

the
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a blefjing) they muft choofe between that blefling

and peace^ In a negotiation, fuch as that we
are now invefHgating the merits of, a degree

of franknefs, perhaps imprudent in other cir-

cumftances, would have been the trueft and

wifeft policy. The abilities of the right hono-

rable gentleman are confefTedly great in a certain

line, and as far as certain purpofes go ; but

they are not fuited to the peculiar and critical

circumftances of the prefent times. It is now
more neceffary than at any other period to aft

with a noble and generous fincerity ; inftead

of which the whole tranfaction difplays the

marks of prevarication, fubterfuge, and evafion.

Lord Malmelbury, who had at firft no terms to

propofe, was afterwards inftructed to bring

forward

the negotiation lafted, invectives and abufe againft the

French Directory went on as ufual, or with very little inter-

ruption, in the newspapers paid and inftru&ed by our govern-

ment. Every man in London knows that thefe papers fpeak

the language of minifters, and that they are kept in conftant

pay on purpofe to prepare the public to adopt the fentiments

and views of government. The French know it as well as

we do j and this knowledge governs their opinion of our

fincerity, much more than the formal declarations and diplo-

matic phrafes in ufe among minifters."

- ' Quejtion Stated,' ?. 12.

Such was the cafe in the former war. " This outrageous

language relative to America, (fays Mr. Burke, in one of his

political trafts) which has been encouraged and kept alive

by every art, has already done incredible mifchief.—Can it

be true loyalty to any government to flatter their pride an^

paflions, rather than to enlighten their reafon "
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forward fuch as could notbefuppofed to undergo

much difcuffion—fuch as could not fail readily

to attain the purpofe of being rejected. If fuch

confequence attached to Belgium, that a peace

could not be concluded without its reftitution,

furely the Cape and Ceylon ought to have been

offered for it. It rauft be undoubtedly an object

of great regret to fee Belgium annexed to the

territories of the republic : but when negotia-

ting upon a profeffed bafis of compenfation,

let not minifters offer brafs for gold. Could

it be ferioufly expected that France would re-

linquifh her conquefts in the Low Countries,

Germany, and Italy, for the pretended equi-

valent offered by the Englifli ambaffador ? You
muft carry on the war for ever, unlefs your

negotiations are refumed on other terms than

thofe which have been rejected, The Jine qua

non, with refpeet to Belgium, is evidently the

caufe of the abrupt, though perhaps not unex-

pected, iffue of the million of lord Malmefoury.

The ambaffador having declared verbally, though

in pofitive terms, to M. de la Croix, hismajefty's

determination not to relax upon that point, was

aiked for his ultimatum in writing, which being

refufed, he was then ordered to depart the

kingdom. But are we likely, by the expendi-

ture of a hundred thoufand more lives, and a

hundred millions more money, to effect the re-

coverv
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covery of Belgium by force of arms from the

French ? Will the minifter declare, in plain

terms, that the war is continued, and peace

indefinitely removed, upon that hopelefs con-

tingency ? Looking to the incapable and dif-

aflrous manner in which the war has been con-

ducted by the prefent minifters, what have we
to expect but a repetition of misfortunes—

a

continual progrefs from bad to worfe ? I con-

jure the houfe to weigh the fubjecr, well, to

confider its immenfe importance, and to meet

the queftion openly and fairly. If the recovery

of Belgium is in future to be the object of

the war, let minifters declare it explicitly, that

the members of this houfe, and the public at

large, may know to what extent they are pledged

to the continuance of the prefent war, the con-

fequences of which were too dreadful to antici-

pate. With refpecl: to the harm language ufed,

by the French in the negotiation, had not that

•of minifters been equally peremptory ? We had

declared our refolution not to relinquish Ceylon

and the Cape in terms as ftrong as they had

ufed not to relinquifh Belgium. Upon what

principle thefe reciprocal conquefts were de-

termined to be retained was, comparatively

fpeaking, of no moment. But had not the

Conventional AfTembly of France as good and

valid a right to annex the Low Countries to the

republic



GEORGE III. 31

republic as the executive government of this

country to annex Corfica to the crown of Great

Britain ? And would not the fame language

have been ufecl by us, reflecting Corfica, as the

French had held refpe£ting Belgium, if we had

equally the power of enforcing it ? After all, was

the Imperial court a party to this demand ? No;

it was a fine qua noni made in a matter which

primarily concerned the emperor, but to which

he had never formally aflented, and which we
did not know whether he himfelf would infill

upon."—Mr. Fox concluded a moll: luminous

and mafterly fpeech, of which the foregoing

(ketch is a faint and feeble refemblance, by

moving, as an amendment to the addrefs, in

fubftance, " that this houfe had learnt, with in-

expreffible concern, that the negotiation for the

reftoration of peace had been unhappily frus-

trated. In fo awful and important a crifis the

commons felt it their duty to fpeak to his ma-

jefty with that freedom and earneftnefs which

became men anxious to preferve the honor of

the crown, and to fecure the intereits of the

people. They deplored that, from the me-

morials, &c fubmitted to their confideration,

his majefty's miniiters appear not to have

been fo fincere in their profeilions for peace

as their repeated declarations had indicated.

The infincerity of the overtures made for that

purpofe
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purpofe was to be inferred from their having in-*

iifted, as a fine qua non, on the furrender of the

Netherlands by France. That this houfe had

farther to regret that his majefty's minifters had

repeatedly refufed to enter into any negotiation

with the French republic, upon the arrogant

and infulting pretence that the government

of France was not capable of maintaining the

relations of peace and amity amongft nations ;

and on this unfounded affumption had adviied

his majefty to continue a war ruinous in itfelf,

after the defection of the major part of his ma-

jefty's allies. That his faithful commons will

therefore proceed to inveftigate the caufes of

that mifconducl, on the part of his majefty's

minifters, which has involved this nation in her

prefent misfortunes, and produced the failure of

the late negotiation."—Upon the divifion, pre-

vious to which, as on other critical queftions,

vaft numbers of the members left the houfe,

the amendment, thus powerfully enforced, was

rejected by 212 to 37 voices.

THE ftate of parties in Great Britain, at the

commencement of the year 1797, was very ex-

traordinary. The minifter, Mr. Pitt, had now
been in office thirteen years j and through a re-

markable concurrence of circumftances, though

he had originally rifen into power by means the

moft
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m'oft queftionable, and that power had appeared

to reft upon a foundation the molt precarious,

he was now fupported in office by what might,

on a traniient view, be well miftaken for the

whole ftrength and riches of the kingdom. He

poffefled the entire confidence of the king, of

a vail: majority of the two houfes of parliament,

of the bilhops and clergy, of the landed pro-

prietary; of the great monicd and mercantile

interefts. To this vaft combination what could

be oppofed ?—Firft, A comparatively fmall, but

highly-refpeclable, minority of the different

claffes of the community here enumerated, at

the head of whom it was confidently hoped

and believed was the prince of Wales, whofe

natural fagacity and liberality of difpolition had

led him, after the firft tranfient moments of-

alarm, to a total difapproval of the weak and

wicked fyftem of minifterial policy :—and his

fentiments were not the lefs firm and decifive

becaufe his political prudence induced him to

abftain from an open and ofFenfive avowal of

them. Secondly, A clear majority of houfe-

holders of the middle ranks, who were much

lefs under the influence of government than

their fuperiors, and whofe alarms had never

reached to the fafhionable pitch of extrava-

gance. Thirdly, The generality of men of fpe-

culaiion and literature, including not merely

vol. vi. d the
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the theoritts, who delighted in forming benevo^

lent but vifionary ideas of reform, but that

fmall and highly eiiimable clafs of men, com-
bining with their literary and philofophical ac-

quirements a perfect knowledge of the great

volumes of human nature and human life.—To
adopt the language of the celebrated monarch

of Pruffia, "II y a dans tous les etats un nombre

de citoyens, gens fenfes, qui, Join du tumulte

<les affaires, les envifagent fans pallion, et en

jugent par la meme fainement; tandis que ceux

qui tiennent en main le gouvernail ne voient

les objets qu'avec des yeux fafcines :"—fuch

were the men whom Mr. Pitt had reafon to

regard as his molt deliberate and determined

enemies. Fourthly, The bulk of the lower or-

ders, who felt heavily and experimentally the

evils, the mifchiefs, and burdens, of the war.

—A remarkable initance of the animofity of

the populace againlt Mr. Pitt had occurred on

the preceding 9th of November, when the mi-

nifter, according to eftabliihed ufage, attending

the annual feaft at Guildhall, on the election of

a lord-mayor, was treated by the mob alfembled

on the occafion with every fpecies of infult and

outrage. On advancing from St. Paul's to

Cheaplide his carriage was violently aflaulted,

and, had not the doors been fecured by internal

faftenings, it would have been forced open to

the
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the imminent danger of his perfon ;—whilft Mr.

Fox, on the other hand, was received with all

the popular demonftrations of joy and affection.

In the courfe of the prefent war the remit-

tances to the emperor and other foreign powers

preffed fo heavily on the Bank of England, that

early in the month of January, 1795, the court

of directors informed the chancellor of the Ex-

chequer, " that it was their wifh he would ar-

range his finances for the year in fuch a man-

ner as not to depend on any further affiilance

from them." Thefe remonftrances were re-

newed in the months of April and July in the

fame year ; and on the 8th of October follow-

ing they fent a written paper to the miniiler,

which concluded by ftating " the abfolute ne-

ceffity which they conceived to exift for dimi-

nifhing the fum of their prefent advances to

government, the laft having been granted with

great reluctance, on their part, on his preffing

folicitations." In an interview with the chan-

cellor of the Exchequer, which took place on

the 25d of the fame month, on the loans to

the emperor being mentioned, the governor af-

iured Mr. Pitt " that another loan of that fort

would go near to ruin the country." And
on the 8th of November, 1795, the governor

informed the chancellor of the Exchequer "that

the daily large drains of fpecie from the Bank

d 2 filled
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filled the minds of the directors with ferious

npprehenfions ; and that in the prefent fituation

of affairs he muft not rely on any aids from

them, not even the Vote of Credit and Supply

bills."

In the courfe of the enfuing year, the re-ite-

rated demands of Mr. Pitt appear to have oc-

cafioned extreme uneafmefs in the bread of the

directors of the Bank, who neither knew how
to comply or to refufe. In the month of July,

having applied for two advances of 800,000/.

each, one immediate, and the other in the

courfe of the month, the court confented re-

luctantly to accommodate the Treafury with the

rlrfr. of thefe fums, but fignified their difapproval

of the fecond demand. Mr. Pitt, on receiving

a copy of the refolutions from the governor,

faid, " he was obliged to the court for what

they did grant, which he mould accept of;"

but added, " that it would be of no material

life unlefs the other requiiition were complied

with." And in a letter, dated July 28, 1796,

he again urged the court of directors to advance

the fecond fum of 800,000/.—adding his " far-

ther and earneft requeft that the Bank would

alfo make provifion for the payment of fuch

Treafury bills as may become payable in the

months of Auguft, September, and October ;

—

in default of which the moll ferious and di-

ft retting
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ftreffing embarrafiments to the public fervice

muft arife." The court, on the receipt of this

letter, agreed " with great reluctance, and con-

trary to their wiflies," to adopt their own words,

" to advance the fecond fum of 800,000/. and

alfo to provide for the bills which mould fall

due in the month of Auguft, but not after-

wards ; and this upon condition the chancellor

of the Exchequer will engage that a new mode

of paying the Treafury bills flia.ll be adopted

immediately on the meeting of parliament, as

the court declared themfelves determined not

to continue the prefent mode of difcharging

them any longer." This refolution was accom-

panied by an excellent memorial prefented in

form to Mr. Pitt by the governor, for the ex-

prefs purpofe of being laid before his majefty's

cabinet council. In this " ferious and folemn

remonftrance," as they term it, the directors

declare, " that nothing could induce them,

under the prefent circumitances, to comply

with the demand now made upon them, but

the dread that their refufal might be productive

of a greater evil, and nothing but the extreme

preffure and exigency of the cafe can in any

ihape juftify them for acceding to this meafure ;

and they apprehend that in fo doing they render

themfelves totally incapable of granting any far-

ther aihftance to government during the remain-

d 3 der
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der of this year, and unable even to make the

ufual advances on the land and malt for the en-

fuing year, mould thofe bills be palled before

Chriftmas. They likewife confent to this mea-

fure in a firm reliance on the repeated promifes,

fo frequently made to them, that the advances

on the Treafury bills Ihould be completely done

away, being actually fulfilled at the next meet-

ing of parliament, and the neceffary arrange-

ments taken to prevent the fame from ever

happening again, as they conceive it to be an un-

constitutional mode of raising money,

what they are not warranted by their char-

ter to confent to, and an advance always ex-

tremely inconvenient to themfelves." This me-

morial, which might furely have fufficed to

alarm any miniller lefs daring in his fchemes

of mifchief, feemed to produce no fort of ef-

fect ; and the requilitions of Mr. Pitt were

ftill as urgent and preffing as ever. On the

lft of February, therefore, (1797) the governor

and deputy-governor waited upon him, in order

to reprefent how uneafy the court were at their

large advances for government, and efpecially

on the Treafury bills paid, which now amounted

to 1,554,635/. and would, in a few days, be

augmented to 1,819,818/. ;. and required that

fome effective meafure fhould be immediately

taken for the payment of the whole of this fum,

as
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as had been fo ferioufly promifed them fhould

be done at the opening of this year. After

much muffling, Mr. Pitt engaged that 150,000/.

mould be paid off every week of the arrears of

Treafury bills, at the fame time hinting that new

bills, to the amount of 700,000/. had appeared

from St. Domingo ; on which the governor ex-

preffed great apprehenfion,and begged that Mr.

Pitt would put off the acceptance of them, ac-

knowledging that a farther drain of cadi irom

the Bank would be very dangerous, as the

quantity of fpecie had been of late very ma-

terially diminifhed.—Things now feemed to be

coming fad to a crilis. On the 10th of Febru-

ary 'Mr. Pitt propofed a loan for Ireland of one

million and a half. At an interview which took

place on the 18th, the governor told him " that

fuch a fcheme mult have the word effecl poffi-

ble ; that it would caufe the ruin of the Bank ;

for that fuch a loan raifed here would all be fent

over in money to Ireland, and would drain

much of our fpecie from us." And at a meet-

ing of the committee on the next day, the go-

vernor was authorized and enjoined to allure Mr.

Pitt " that, under the prefent ftate of the Bank's

advances to government, fuch a meafure would

threaten ruin to the houfe, and molt probably

bring them under the neceility of fhutting up

their doors." Mr. Pitt neverthelefs periiited in

p 4 his
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his refolution, declaring to the governor e- that

he found it to be a meafure of government

abfolutely neceffary, notwithftanding the diffi-

culties and dangers which they forefaw in the

execution of it."

The public apprehenfions, at this period, of

an impending invafion from France, and poffi-

bly alfo the fecret fufpicion of the critical litua-

tion of the Bank, occaiioned a run upon the

Company lb great as to excite the utmoft anxi-

ety of mind amongrl the directors on the fub-

ject. Each day alarmingly increafed the deficit.

On the 24th of February the deputy-governor

and Mr. Bofanquet had another interview with

Mr. Pitt, in which, having now gone by far

too great lengths to retract, laying afide their

high tone of admonition and remonftrance, they

in a manner threw themfelves and the Com-

pany at the feet of this defpot-minifter, * f
re-

queuing of him to fay how far he thought the

B_ank might venture to go on paying cafli, and

when he would think it neceffary to interfere

before the calh was fo reduced as might be

detrimental to the immediate fervice of the

ffate." Mr. Pitt, having thus brought the Com-
pany by his wily arts to the brink of ruin,

feemeel mightily to exult ; and faid, in a tone

very different from that of humble folicitation,

•' 6 that this was a matter of great importance,

and
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and that he muft be preparedwith fome refolu-

tion to bring forward in the council for a pro-

clamation to flop the iflue of caih from the

Bank, and to give the fecurity of parliament

to the notes of the Bank ; in confequence of

which he mould think it might be proper to

appoint a fecret committee of the houfe dp

commons to look into the ftate of the Bank, af-

fairs."

In conformity to this intimation a board of

council was held, and an order published on

the 26th of February, prohibiting the directors

from " ifluing any caih in payment till the fenfe

of parliament can be taken on that fubje£t, and

the proper meafures adopted thereupon tor

maintaining the means of circulation, and fup-

porting the public and commercial credit of the

country at this important conjuncture."

On the following day a copy of the order of

council was laid before the two houfes of par-

liament, accompanied with a meflage from the

king, Hating " that an unufual demand of fpe-

cie having been made from different parts of

the country on the metropolis, it had been found

necelTary to make an order of council to the

directors of the Bank, prohibiting the iiTuing

of any caih in payment till the fenfe of parlia-

ment could be taken." In both houfes general

(

addrefles of thanks for his majeity's gracious

com ma-
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communications were voted, and committees

of fecrefy appointed to invefiigate the affairs of

the Bank of England. In the courfe of the

debates which enfued, very fevere cenfure and

reproach were dealt out againft thofe who had

brought the country into this novel and peri-

lous fituation, of which no one could divine

the iilue. It was remarked, that when the mi-

nifter presumed to plead neceffity in juftification

of an a6t of power fo alarming, he ought at lealt

to have been prepared to mew that the neceffity

had been occafioned by no fault of his own

:

on the contrary, it was his unparalleled rafh-

nefs and obftinacy which had created the ne-

ceflity altogether. Let him repay the directors

the ten millions they had advanced in depen-

dence upon his re-iterated and faithlefs pro-

mifes j let him refund the vaft fums he had

illegally and unconftitutionally remitted to the

continent ; and the difficulties they labored

under would ceafe. It was not that the Bank

were unable to fatisfy their creditors, but it

was the continued demand of money to feed

the expenfes of this ravenous and difaftrous

war which compelled them to be unjuft. The

directors, in contradiction to their better judg-

ment, were trepanned and inveigled by the mi-

nifter into the difgraceful predicament in which

they flood ; and the fatal order of council at

laft
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lair, impofed upon them was adopted only as

the leaft of the evils to which they were fub-

jetted. At length an amendment was propofed

by Mr. Sheridan to Mr. Pitt's motion for the

appointment of a committee—" That the faid

committee mould be alfo empowered to enquire

into the caufes which had produced the order

of council of the 26th of February laft," which

was, after much debate, negatived by 244 to 86

voices.

On the 111 of March Mr. Fox moved that

a feparate committee mould be appointed for

the purpofe above mentioned. This was vehe-

mently objected to by Mr. Pitt as wholly fuper-

iluous j which indeed was, in a fenfe moft dif-

graceful to himfelf, but too true.— It was alfo

oppofed by Mr, Windham, who, bellowing" high

eulogiums on the miniiter, was reminded of his

former memorable threat while yet adverfe to

the iyftem he now fupported— ' that he would

ftrjp off the right honorable gentleman's em-

broidery, and expofe to view the filthy dowlas

which lay concealed beneath it.'—Mr. Wilber-

force likewife, renouncing all pretention to that

refpecl which is due to candor and confiftency,

hefitated not to declare " that, from the com-

mencement of the war, much of the public ca-

lamity was owing to the conduct of oppofi-

tion!" To that fickle and faithlefs part of the

oppofition,



44 GEORGE III.

oppofition, indeed, which voted alternately for

and againft the minifter, without fenfe or fyC-

tem, this cenfure was but too clearly and di-

rectly applicable.-—Mr. Fox, in remarking upon

the neeeffity of the propofed enquiry, afked,

" Whether any man breathing had any doubt

of the folidity of the Bank before the minifies*

laid his rapacious hands upon the treafure de-

poffted there, and which he had applied to the

mo ft unlawful and unconftitutional purpofes ?

Enquiry (he laid) was, at ail events, indifpenfa-

ble 5 for, to ufe the celebrated argument of De-

mofthenes to the Athenians, if it fhould appear

that the deplorable iituation of the country was

brought on by the grofs mifconduct of the mi-

nifter, then the people would have the confo-

lation to reflect that their affairs might yet be

retrieved ; but if, as the minifter aflerted, af-

fairs had been conducted wifely and well, then

the people could expect: nothing but inevitable

ruin."—The houfe divided : for the motion 67,

againft it 141.

Upon the report of the committee, it ap-

peared that the amount of demands upon the

Bank was 13,770,000/. ; that their aflets, exclu-

five of the permanent debt due from govern^

ment, amounted to the fum of 17,597,000/.; fo

that there remained a furplus of 3,826,000/. ex-

clufivc of the capital fum of 11,600,000/. three-

per-cent.
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per-cent. itock, lent at different times to govern-

ment, on parliamentary fecurity. This being

efiimated at fifty per cent, agreeably to the ac-

tual price of the three-per-cents, the whole of

the capital vefted in the corporation of the

Bank, after the payment of debts, amounted

to the vail fum of 9,626,000/. The publication

of this report immediately allayed, and almoil

extinguifhed, the exceilive alarm excited in

the mercantile world by the ftoppage of the

Bank. A bill was forthwith introduced, con-

firming the order of council, and fufpending

the law for preventing the iffue of notes under

five pounds' value ; in confequence of which

the circulation of fpecie was fufpended, and

the kingdom inundated with notes of twenty

millings' and forty millings' value. A claufe

of the utmoll importance was alfo inferted for

preventing any perfon from being held to bail

who offered Bank-of-England notes in difcharge

of debts; which was going, to every pra£ticai

purpofe, the length of making them a legal

tender. But as government-collectors and offi-

cers of the revenue were not only permitted,

but obliged, by a claufe of the bill, to receive

thefe notes in payment of taxes, immenfe as

they were now become, no confiderable in-

convenience was in fact felt from this extra-

ordinary ftate of things by any clafs or defcrip-

tion
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tion of pcrfons. The notes themfelves fufFered

not the leaii: depreciation ; land the difaftrous

confequences which might, with great proba-

bility, have previoufly been fuppofed to refulfc

from the daring and defperate conduct of the

minifter, were happily found to be fallacious.

On the 10th of March Mr. Sheridan moved

feveral refolutions relative to the Bank, ot

which the moil; remarkable went to the reite-

ration of the important claufe in the original

acl of king William, retraining the Bank from

making any advances to government but on

funds granted by parliament, under the penalty

of forfeiting treble the amount, and which was

mod infidioufly repealed by Mr. Pitt in the fef-

fion of 1793. But fo far were the directors of

the Bank from concurring in this meafure, that

they made it an exprefs fubjecl: of their com-

plaint that they were required to advance mo-

ney to government in an unconftitutional man-

ner. This was negatived by the accuftomed

minifterial majority.—The houfe being in com-

mittee upon the Bank Bill, Mr. Fox gave notice

of an amendment to the fecond claufe, "That

the Bank mould be prohibited from making any

advances to government, by which the exifling

debt mould be increafed, during the continu-

ance of the prefent acl." Had this amend-

ment, fo obvious and rational, been carried, all

Mr.
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Mr. Pitt's views of future and greater accommo-

dation would have been fruflrated ; but it was,

as ufual, negatived at the inftance of the minif-

ter, who had now completely fucceeded in con-

verting the Bank of England into a mere engine

of government, in bringing an indelible difgrace

on its reputation, and in making it entirely fub-

fervient to the advancement of his own ruinous,

wicked, and frantic projects.

On the report of the committee on the Bank

Bill, fir William Pulteney propofed a claufe,

the object of which was to enable the Bank

to refcind the reirriclions of the bill at any pe-

riod lefs diftant than the 24th of June, to which

it was originally limited. But fcbas, was oppofed

by Mr. Pitt, and negatived, though by 3d voices

only.

On the 24th of April, when the fupplies of

the year were fuppofed to be voted, and the exi-

gencies of government fully provided for, Mr.

Pitt fuddenly came forward with propofals for a

fecond loan, comprehending a great variety of

deficiencies, and covering a vaft mafs of float-

ing and unfunded debt, confiding of Exchequer-

bills, Navy-bills, &c. adding alio a vote of cre-

dit for three millions, with a view to another

prodigal remittance to the emperor. The whole

fum propofed to be funded was precisely eight-

een millions, as before $ and for Qvery 100/. in

money,
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money, 175/. three-per-cent. and 20/. four-pet-

cent- flock were to be granted by government,

together with a long-annuity of 6s, Qd,\ For the

kite reft of this fecond ftupendous loan>i'raifed

upon terms fo exorbitantly ufurious, taxes were

again impofed to the amount of 1,'284,000/.

which, conjointly with the taxes of the prece-

ding loan, made up the mm of 3,416,000/*

Such were the immenfe and incredible fupplies

which Mr. Pitt could extort irom the people

of England in a iingle feffion, in order to carry

on the prefent incomprehenfible war; although,

when a finking fund was to be created ten years

previous to this period, he could never devife

the ways and means of railing one folitary mil-

lion for that molt falutary and important of all

purpofes—the redemption of the public debt

!

And fo incorrect.—or, to fpeak plainly and pro-

perly, fo deteftably deceitful—had. been the es-

timates prefented to the houfe from time to

time, that, in the four years which had now
elapfed lince the commencement of the prefent

war, about fifty-one millions had been contract-

ed with, and more than forty-nine millions with-

out, the previous confent of parliament, as ap-

peared by the papers laid before the houfe.

On the firft of May Mr. Pitt moved for a loan

of three millions and a half to the emperor, of

which 1,600,000/. had been already remitted.

Alfo
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Alio another loan of one million and a half for

the fervice of Ireland. The fum of 80,000/. was

moreover granted as a portion to the princefs-

royal, on her marriage to the duke of Wirtem-

berg.

In the courfe of the feffion Mr. Dundas

brought forward his ftatement of India finance ;

and in his fpeech upon this occafion he apprized

the houfe, that though there appeared to be,

from various caufes, a decreafe of revenue, ow-

ing to a diminution in the fale of certain arti-

cles during the war, and an increafe of mili-

tary arrangements, the Company's affairs were,

notwithstanding, as favorable and as flouriihing

as the moft fanguine perfon could wifh; and

the refolutions moved by him in affirmance of

his ftatement were agreed to with little oppofl-

tion.

AddrefTes to the throne, of a pacific tendency,

were alfo moved, during the feiiion, by the earl

of Oxford in the upper houfe, and by Mr.
Pollen (one of the few profelytes from the ma-

jority) in the commons, giving rife to debates,

in which the queftions refpe£ting the conduct

of minifters relative to the war, and the late

abortive attempt at negotiation, were again

ably and copioufly difcuffed without producing

any fenfible effetl, Mr. Pitt had the boldnefs,

on this occafion, to declare to the houfe * f that

vol. vi. e peace
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peace did not depend upon their declarations,

which were more likely to fruftrate than to ac-

celerate this object." Strange doctrine from

one who had been himfelf a party in the decla-

rations of the houfe which had been the means

of terminating the American war !
" We have

tried the executive government (faid Mr. Fox

in anfvver) long enough to be convinced that no

good would be done by confiding in the pro-

rnife of minifters any longer. Let us not per-

petually talk of our wimes for peace ; let us ufe

means for obtaining it. Let us truft minifters

no longer ; let us vote for peace.'* The di-

vifion in the upper houfe was 16 to 52*, and in

the lower 85 to 291.

So

* The addrefs moved by the earl of Oxford was excel-

lently framed, and is, from its merit, entitled to infertion at

full length. His lordihip moved " That an addrefs might be

prefented to the throne, to reprefent to his majefty, that, in

the prefent alarming fituation of the country, the houfe con-

lidered it to be its duty to apprize him of his own danger

and of the ruin which threatened the nation. That the fhocfc

which had been lately given to public credit muft deprive u^

of thofe means whereby we were enabled to hold our rank

amongft nations, unlefs we were relieved from our prefer.:

enormous expenditure by an immediate, fincere, and lafting

peace. That the houfe faw with concern that the late nego-

tiation, was broken off by the conduct and demands of his

majefty's minifters, and not by want of difpofition for peace

on the part of the French. That, in anfwer to the note de-

livered by Mr. Wickham, the Directory declared, that,

* yielding to the ardent delire to procure peace, it would not

fear
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So early as the month of February, in the

prefent year, it was obferved that fymptoms of

dilTatisfaction appeared on board the Channel

fleet ; and fome anonymous but not ill-written

letters were received by lord Howe, c the Tea-

men's friend,' from Portfmouth, Hating their

grievances, and requefting his intereft to obtain

redrefs. Thefe complaints were not of a poll-

fear to exprefs itfelf openly ; charged by the conftitution with

the execution of the laws, it could not make or liften to any

propofal which would be contrary to them : the Conftitutionai

Act did not permit it to content to any alienation of that

which, according to the laws, conftituted the territory of the

republic' That it was impofiible his majefty's minifters could

have mifunderftood this declaration ; for in the note dated

Dowuing-ftreet were thefe words : ' To a demand fnch as this

is added a declaration that no propofal contrary to it will be

made or liftened to.' That fix months afterwards the mini-

fters again made overtures for peace ; but in fo ungracious

a manner that their fincei ity might reafonably be queflioned ;

and demanded, as their sine gua non, thofe very terms which,

before they begun their negotiation, they knew would be

kefused. That, under all thefe circumftances, the houfe hum-
bly and eameiHy entreated his majefty to enter into a negotia-

tion upon fuch terms as France would be likely to liften and

secede to, and in fuch a manner as would leave no doubt of a

pacific intention. .And the houfe begged leave to afi'ure his

majefty that it would entertain no doubt of the fuccefs of

fuch a negotiation ; and would feel confidence, after the refto-

ration of peace, that fuch wife regulations might be adopted

by the Iegtlbture as would relieve the people from their bur-

dens, remove every complaint of unequal reprefentation, re-

ftore their antient conftitution, and enfure to hi.; majefty the

jtleclions of his fubjects,— the glory, profpfrily, and happi-

nd's of \\\> future reign."

e 2 ticaJ
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tical but perianal nature, and related chiefly

to the very bad quality of their proviiions, and

to the fcantinefs of their allowance, notwith-

Handing the incredible extravagance of expen-

diture in the Navy and Victualling offices. Thefe

intimations being unfortunately neglecled, on

the return of the fleet to port,. March 31, a ge-

neral correfpondence took place by letter from

ihip fo fhip, and at length it was unanimoufly

agreed that no fhip fhould lift an anchor till

the demands of the feamen were complied with.

On the 14th of April, lord Rridport, the admi-

ral, unfufpicious of the mutiny, making a fignal

to prepare for fea, the feamen of his own lhip,

inftead of weighing anchor, ran up the fhrouds,

and gave three cheers, which were inftantly

anfwered from the other mips. Delegates were

then appointed from each ihip to reprefent the

whole fleet, who met in the admiral's cabin ;

and petitions being drawn up, were prefented

to the admirals then on the fpot,. praying for an

increafe of wages, and the eftabliihment of va-

rious regulations refpe£ling provifions j and ex-

preffing their hope that a Xatisfa&ory anfvver

might be given to their petitions before they

were ordered to put to fea again ; qualified,

however, with the remarkable exception,
] uli-

lefs the enemy were known to be at fea.* On
the 17th the men were publicly fworn to fup

port
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pcftf tnc caufe in which they were engaged.

<i)n the next day a committee of the Admiralty,

with earl Spencer at their head, arrived at Ports-

mouth, who made feveral proportions to reduce

the men to obedience. The lords of the Admi-

ralty next proceeded on board the Queen Char-

lotte, and conferred with the delegates from

the Teamen of the fleet, who affured their lord-

fhips that no arrangement would be conhdered

as final until it fhould be fanc~tioned by the

king and parliament", and guarantied by a pro-

clamation for a general pardon. On the 23d

the admiral returned to his fhip, hoifted his

frag again, and, after a fhort addrefs to the

crewr
, he informed them that he had brought

with him a redrefs of all their grievances, and

Iris majefty's pardon for the offenders. After

fome deliberation, thefe offers were accepted,

and every man returned with cheerfulnefs to'

his duty. But, in confequence of a molt ha-

zardous and reprehensible delay in bringing this

bufinefs before parliament, the fpirit of mutiny

wa£ again excited, and on the 7th of May,
when lord Bridport once more made the fignal

to put to fea, every (hip at St.Helen's refufed to

obey. Admiral CoJpoys, who attempted the re-

floration of difcipline, was put under arreft, and

feveral lives were loit in a fkirmiih between the

feamen and marines. Immediate intelligence

k3 of
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of this new and alarming inftance of difobe-

dience being tranfmitted to London, Mr. Pitt,

on the 8th of May, thought fit at length to in-

troduce the fubject into the houfe of com-

mons, and moved for the fum of 372,000/. for

nine months' increafed pay and allowance of

provifions, commencing from the lft of April,

requeuing that this motion might pafs the houfe,

to avoid all misreprefentation by a filent vote,

Mr. Fox fa id,
e< that it was by iilence and the

want of difcuffion the mifchief had happened.

If, when it was firft known that the feamen

were diflatisfied, the houfe had been confidered

as entitled to the confidence of minifters, and

the bufmefs had been properly difcufifed, the

events of Eafier would not have taken place.

But the delay which had intervened feemed

purpofely meant to give fcope for mifreprefen-*

tation." After an angry debate, the refolution

patted.

On the fucceeding day the fubje6r. was rer

vived by Mr. Whitbread, who declared, that

unlefs a fatisfaclory explanation was given re-

fpecHng that fatal delay, for which the minifter

ftood refponfible to that houfe and the country,

it was his intention to move a direct vote of

cenfure againft him. Mr. Pitt Hill perfifted in

bisfilence ; faying only " that the neceffary time

liad been taken for preparing ejlwwtes." After

fome
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fome fevere ftriclures on the part of oppofition,

a meflage was fcnt to the lords, to deiire that

they would continue fitting for fome time; and

the bill, founded upon the refolutions of Mr.

Pitt, was brought in, and paffed through all its

dages in both houfes in one day.

Lord Howe was immediately difpatched to

Portfmouth as the welcome melTens-er of this in-

telligence, bearing alfo, with the Act of Parlia-

ment, his majefty's proclamation of pardon for

all who fhould forthwith return to their duty.

This celebrated veteran was received with the

loudeft acclamations of affection and applaufe

;

the officers were rc-inftated in their commands,

the flag of difaffeclion was ftruck, and the fleet

put to fea to encounter the enemy.

However fpeedily and happily this mutiny

had been appeafed, the example was very dan-

gerous, and it was immediately followed by the

North-Sea fleet lying at the Nore, under the

command of admiral Buckner, confiding of

eleven lliips of the line and as many of inferior

fize. The mutineers, in imitation of what had

been done at Portfmouth, chofe delegates from

every fhip, of whom a man, named Parker, was
appointed prefident. After having either con-

fined or fent on more their principal officers,

they tranfmitted to the lords of the Admiralty

a feries of articles or conditions to which they

£ 4 peremptorily
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peremptorily demanded compliance, as the only

terms upon which they would return to obe-

dience j though feveral of them were of a na-

ture totally different from thofe infilled upon at

Portfmouth, and altogether incompatible with

the difcipline of the navy. On the 23d of May
the mutineers hoifted a red flag on board the

admiral's fhip the Sandwich, and dropped down

to the Great Nore, in order to concentrate the

fcene of their operations. The mutiny having

now rifen to a moil alarming -height, a deputa-

tion of the lords of the Admiralty, earl Spencer

himfelf, as before, being at the head, proceeded

to Sheernefs, and offered to the delegates the

fame terms which had been already accepted

at Portfmouth with gratitude. But fuch was

the infolence of this convention, that they in-

iifted upon unconditional fubmiflion to their de-

mands, as a neceffary preliminary to any inter-

courfe whatever. On which the deputation de-

parted, after previoufly declaring, in firm lan-

guage, " that the feamen were to expe£r no

conceflions whatever further than what had

been already made by the legiflature."

"With the view of extorting compliance with

their requifitions, the mutineers now proceeded

to block up the Thames, refufmg a free paffage -

up and down the river to the London trade, fup-

plying themfelves with water and provifions

from
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from the fln^whith they, detained. .Meafures

were now alfo adopted-oii the part of . govern-

ment to enforce iubmiihon. Ail intercourfe

with- the more was. Uriel ]y prohibited ; batteries

were erected with furnaces for- red-hot balls;

gun-boats prepared ; and, what extremely per-

plexed the mutineers, all the buoys were re-

moved from the mouth of the Thames. The

council of delegates now began in fome de-

gree to relent, and lord Northefk, captain of

the Monmouth, who had been hitherto kept in

confinement, was releafed, with a mefiage from

the prehdent Parker to " the king, wherever

he might be," Hating the ultimate conditions

on which the mips would be given up. His

lordfhip accompanying earl Spencer into the

royal prefence, accordingly delivered his mef-

fage ; and a privy-council being held upon the

occafion, the demands of the feamen were again

refolutely rejected. This being fignified to the

mutineers, fymptoms of appreheniion begari to

appear, and, on the 10th of June,' feveral of

the mips ftruck the red. flag and hoifted. the

union; but no overtures were made to them.

On the 13th,.. t]ie Ajax, Standard, and Naffau,

feparating from the fleet, went, under the pro-

tection of the guns at the: fort: of Sheernefs.

This excited defpair in the remainder ; and,

on the fame day, a re fq hit ion was taken to fub-

mit
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mit to the king's mercy. Parker himfelf, who

had in vain, and at too late a period, propoied

putting to fea, furrendering quietly to a guard

of foldiers, who had orders from admiral Buck-

ner to put him under arrefl; and, with about

thirty other delegates, he was accordingly com-

mitted to the black-hole in the garrifon of Sheer*

nefs. One of the delegates, Wallace, on the

firft appearance of the foldiers, in that fpirit

of heroic defperation which might rather have

been expecled from prelident Parker, lhot him-

felf dead upon the fpot. Parker being imme-

diately brought to his trial before a court-mar-

tial, confiding of captains in the navy, was ex-

ecuted in a few days after on board the Sand-

wich. He died with refolution, but difcovered

no indications, either during the continuance

of the mutiny, or fubfequent to its fuppreffion,

of fuperior parts or fagacity. Had his talents

been equal to his fituation he might have made

himfelf very formidable to the government.

The court-martial continued fitting more than

a month, during which time great numbers

were capitally convicled, very many of whom
fufTcred the fentence of death j and it was not

till after a long interval that a general pardon

was granted, burdened alfo with many excep-

tions.

On the 21ft of March the earl of Moira made

an
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an important motion in the houfe of lords for

an addrels to his majefty, " That he would be

graciouily pleafed to interpofe his paternal in-

terference to remedy the difcontents which pre-

vailed in Ireland, and created the molt ferious

alarm for that country and the deareif. interefts

of Britain." His lordihip acknowledged that

the utmoft care ought to be taken not to exceed

the line of demarcation between the two legis-

latures of Great Britain and Ireland, and the

utmofr. delicacy employed in the agitation of

queftions in which the privileges and indepen-

dence of each other were involved. But he

conceived the prefent motion to relate to a

matter of common concern and mutual interefr,

upon which both countries had an equal right

to (land forward. His lordfhip deprecated un-

profitable difputation;—the time was now come

when the exertions of every honeft man were

neceflary to fave the ftate from the calamities

in which it was plunged. To prove the influ-

ence of the Britilh cabinet over the councils of

Ireland, if that could be a fubject of doubt, he

adverted to the recall of earl Fitzwilliam, at

a period when all Ireland applauded the wif*

dom of his meafures—when that country af-

forded the faireft profpecl of tranquillity, and

offered the fureft pledge of ailiftance and nip-

port to Britain. To the impolicy of that mea*

fure.
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fure, the prefent diftra£ted ftate of Ireland, his

lordfhip faid, was undoubtedly to be imputed ;

and he urged the neeeflity of appearing the ex-

iting difcontents of the country, and of adopt-

ing fuch meafures as would imprefs the people

with confidence in the government.

Lord Grenville, in reply, pretended " that

the prefent motion could not be adopted with-

out tearing afunder every bond of union, and

breaking the folemn contract fubfifting between

the two countries. He even ventured to deny

the exiftence of difcontent and difaffeclion to

any coniiderable extent; but allowing that they

actually prevailed, the benevolence of his ma-

jefty's difpofition muft be anxious to remove

them. Inftead of remedying difcontents, the

motion now offered to the houfe would inflame

them, and induce the Iriili to imagine their own
legiflature was carelefs of their welfare."

Lord Fitzwilliam faid <f he never would con-

cur with the noble fecretary that this country

ought not to give any opinion upon the public

iltuation of Ireland. Such interference, for the

purpofe of averting evils from both, was pro-

per, and the right was clear.—-The people cf

Ireland were reported, alas ! by the noble fecre-

tary, to be tranquil and happy. Why then

were whole parillies, baronies, and even coun-

ties, declared to be out of the king's peace?

Was
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Was this tranquillity ? "Was this happinefs ? Was
this a ftate of things by which this country was

in no danger of being affected ? This was a pe-

riod (his lordfhip faid) .of awful portent. Storms

and tempefts impended over them, and it was

their duty to exert every effort of human wif-

dom to avert the danger which threatened the

empire. And was it then beyond the. proper

fphere of their lordihips' consideration to addrefs

his majefty to employ his paternal care in co-

operation with, and giving effect, to, thefe efforts

and exertions."

The earl of Liverpool, late lord Hawkefbury,

and ftill better known under the name of Charles

jenkinfon—who might almoft be regarded as

the evil genius of Britain pevfonitied—gave it as

his opinion, " that the motion was improper,

whether intended to induce them in their le-

giflative capacity to interfere in the affairs of

Ireland, or to advife his majefty to exercife his

executive authority in a particular way over that

branch of the empire. Granting even, for the

Jake of argument,, that all the evils complained

of really exifted, ftiU he would contend they

ought to be remedied by the Irifh parliament,

not by the Britiih legiflature, whofe interference

was calculated to aggravate, not remove, dis-

contents. The. motion was as mifchievous in

its
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its tendency as it was unconftitutional in it3

principle."

The earl of Guildford obferved, •« that the

argument of the fecretary went not to protect

the independence of the Irilh parliament fo

much as to fecure mmifters from refponiibility.

Neither the Britifh cabinet, nor an Irifh lord*.

lieutenant, were refponiible to the Irifli parlia-

ment : and if they were exempted alfo irom

the control of the Britilli parliament, to whom
were they refponiible V*

The marquis of Lanfdown warned the mi-

nifters " that they were profecuting a fyftem

in Ireland which would, in its confequences,

make the Britifh empire to its centre. If the

grievances of Ireland had been rcdrefied laft

year, the motion before the houfe would have

been unneceffary : if not redreffed this, the

breach muft grow (till wider. Give the people

of Ireland (faid this noble lord) their rights, and

you will require neither fleets nor armies to pro-

tect them."—After a long and interefting de-

bate, the motion was negatived by a majority of

72 to 20 voices.

Two days fubfequ-cnt to this debate, Mr. Fox
brought forward, in the houfe of commons, an

addr.efs to -the king, fimilar to that of lord

Moiva, which he enforced in a fpecch admired

even

/
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even by his enemies, and juftly applauded by

his friends, as a matter-piece of eloquence and

political wifdom. Mr. Fox declared, " that the

hulk of the Irifli nation fished for the fubftan-

tial blefling of a free constitution ; and when
he faw, as at the eve of the American contelr,

a government deiirous to decide by violence

againft the will of a majority, he clearly faw, as

at that period, the danger of a civil war. He
was the firft perfon who pronounced the words
( American War' in that houfe ; and the ex-

preflion was then ridiculed as abfurd and ex-

travagant. Some would, no doubt, treat the

idea of an Iriih War with the fame contempt

;

and he iincerelv wiihed that he might not be

found fo true a prophet as in the former in-

ilance. Ireland was now in that Hate where

the executive power was every thing, and the

rights of the people nothing ; and in which it

was ncceffary to keep the inhabitants in fubjee-

tion by force. But was it polhble to convince

them by the bayonet that their principles were

ralfe, their pretentions uniuft ? and was the ex-

ercife of martial law to prove to them their en-

joyment of a free conilitution ? What mull be

the effect of fuch meafures ? Would it not in-

duce the moil loyal to queftion the excellence

of that monarchical form of government under

which they fuffered fuch calamities ? When we
wanted
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wanted the affiitance of the Catholics, was it

politic to refufe their demands ? or would their

fubmiffion to laws they detefted laft longer than

our force and their impotency ?—For myfelf

(faid this great iiatefman) I know of no way of

governing mankind but by conciliating them.

If Ireland is thus governed, will (lie be lefs ufe-

ful to Britain than at prefent, when, fo far from

adding to the flrength of the empire, the occa-

sions a great and powerful diverfion from it ?

The confequences of a war wTith her were

dreadful to contemplate—Public horrors would

be fo much increafed by the laceration of pri-

vate feelings, as to fpread univerfal mifery

through both countries. Rigor had been al-

ready attempted ;—Jet conciliation be tried be-

fore the laft appeal is hazarded. Let the whole

people of Ireland enjoy the fame principles, the

fame fyilern, the fame operation of government,

and all clafles an equal chance of emolument.

The more Ireland feels the advantages of her

connection with England, the more will fhe be

bound to Engliih interefts."—Mr. Fox touched

next upon the removal of lord Fitzwilliam. He
alked thofe who bed knew the country, " whe-

ther the day of his departure was not a day of

forrow ? The Catholic petition was rejefcted ;

and the prefent diflracled. Hate of Ireland had

been produced by the hopes of the people

bein?
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being difappointed, and by the cup of enjoy-

ment and liberty having been fuddenly darned

from their lips." He concluded his fpeech by

moving an addrefs to his majefty, " that he

would be pleafed to take into confideration the

difturbed ftate of Ireland, and to adopt fuch

lenient meafures as might appear beft calcu-

lated to reftore tranquillity and conciliate affec-

tion."

The motion was feconded by fir Francis Bur-

dett, a young man of great perfonal and politi-

cal rectitude of character, accompanied with

high and lofty fentiments of liberty, which time

and experience only were wanting to mellow

and mature. This gentleman, without hesita-

tion, avowed his opinion, " that there was but

one way of faving Ireland—of laving England ;

and that was by diverting the prefent miniftcr

of the power he had fo long and fo fatally

abufed, and calling him to a Uriel account at

the tribunal of his country."

Mr. Pitt oppofed the motion as improperly

calculated to advife his majefty to give effeci

to meafures which, constitutionally, could origi-

nate only in the parliament of Ireland, the natu-

ral fource of legislative arrangements in that

country. He objected alfo to the meafures

meant to be recommended by the motion, and

affirmed that farther conceifions would be hi?hlv

vol. vi. r imprudent.
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imprudent on our part. By introducing Catho-

lics into the legiflative body, the acts of fettle-

ment, and the very exiftence of the eftablifhed

church in that kingdom, would be endangered j

nor was it upon fuch a foundation that he

would build the future fabric of the peace of

Ireland. To agree to any effential alteration of

the prefent conftitution of parliament, while

fuch principles were abroad in the world, and

were even prevalent in this country, would

be attended with the moft pernicious confe-

quences."—The fpeech of Mr.Pitt gave occa-

lion to a mafterly reply from Mr. Fox ; at the

clofe of which he obferved, V that he had been

a long time deprecating coercive meafures. He
had deprecated the adoption of them againll

America in 1774 : he deprecated them againft

France in 1792; and he now deprecated the

fame fyftem in Ireland. Though his advice had

not been followed, it was a confolation to him,

individually, that it had not been withheld.

Meafures of coercion had proceeded from the

fame fource. War had been preferred to nego-

tiation, and force to conciliation ; becaufe, in-

itead of regulating our plans by a mild and

enlightened policy, we had a6ted upon the

maxims of barbarous times. And quoting the

words of Cicero, he recommended the fenti-

ment inculcated in them to the ferious confide-

ration
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ration of every perfon to whom the important

tafk of legislation was afligned. ( Carum efle

civibus, bene de republica mereri, laudari,

coli, diligi, gloriofum eft : metui vero et in

odio effe, invidiorum, deteftabile, imbecillum,

caducum.'—After a. variety of fpeeches on both

fides, the houfe divided ; for the motion 84,

againft it 220—a majority proportionably lefs

than ufual.

In the courfe of the fpring many popular

meetings were held agreeably to the reftriclions

of the new a£t, and fome faint hopes were ex-

cited that the fpirit of the people would be at

length rouzed to fomething like national exer-

tion. The object of thefe meetings was to

petition the king for the removal of minifters.

That from the city of Weftminfter was remark-

ably full and ftrong, and attracted much atten-

tion. It commenced by dating the uncontro-

vertible fa&s, " that in the four years' profecu-

tion of the prefent war minifters had fquan-

dered upwards of 130 millions of money, and

had impofed taxes to the amount of fix millions

and a half annually." The petition then pro-

ceeds in the following terms :
—" We humbly

reprefent to your majefty, that in the hands of

thofe minifters nothing has fucceeded. Inftead

of reftoring monarchy in Fiance, they have been

compelled to recognize the republic there efta-

f 2 blifhed.
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bliihed, and to offer propofals of peace to if,

Inftead of difmembering the territories of that

republic, they have fuffered it to add to them

the Netherlands, Holland, and great part of

Italy and Germany: and even a part of thefe

kingdoms, which the fleets of that republic

have infulted, has only been preferved from the

calamities of an invafion by the accidents of

the feafons.

" In their negotiations for peace they have

been equally unfuccefsful. It was to be ex-

pected. When they afked peace they were ab-

ject, but not iincere ; they acknowledged their

impotence, but not their errors. They disco-

vered the moil hoftile difpoiitions towards France

at the very time they proved their utter inabi-

lity to contend with her.

" When they wanted to obtain our confenfc

to the war, they allured us that it was neceflary

for the fafety of our commerce. At this mo-

ment molt of the ports of Europe are Ihut

againft us
;
goods to an immenfe amount are

lying upon the hands of our merchants, and the

manufacturing poor are ftarving by thoufands.

" They aflured us the war was neceflary for

the preservation of property and public credit.

They have rendered every man's property fub-

jeel to an order of the privy-council, and the

Bank of England has flopped payment.

« They
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a They allured us that the war was neceffary

for the prefervation of the constitution. They

have destroyed its belt part, which is its li-

berty, by oppreffive reitrictions upon the right

of petitioning, and upon the freedom of the

prefs ; by pro-fecuting innocent men under falfe

pretences ; by fending money to foreign princes

without the confent of parliament ; while, by

erecting barracks throughout the kingdom, they

give us reafon to fufpe£t their intention of

finally fubjecling the people to military def-

potifm.

" They afTured us the war was neceflary for

» the prefervation of the unity of our empire.

But they have fo conducted, and are ftill fo

conducting, themfelves in Ireland, as to alienate

the affections of that brave, loyal, but oppreffed

and perfecuted nation, and to expofe the molt

flourilhing of its provinces to all the horrors of

lavvlefs military violence.

** Thefe are no common errors ; they are great

crimes ; and of thefe crimes, before God and

our country, we accufe your miniiters.—They
have tarnifhed the national honor and glory ;

they have oppreffed the poor with almoit into-

lerable burdens ; they have poifoned the inter-

. courfe of private lire ; they have given a fatal

blow to public credit ; they have divided the

f 3 e ii j pi re,
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empire, and they have fubverted the conftitu-

tion."

Thefe petitions encouraged the members of

oppofition in both houfes to bring forward mo-

tions of the fame tenor and purport. On the

27th of March the earl of Suffolk, after pre-

mising a few general obfervations on the alarm-

ing Situation of public affairs, and on the cha-

racter of the firft minister, Mr. Pitt, whom he

Stigmatized as incapable in every refpett, except

in the arts of deceiving,—declared " that he

considered it as a duty which he owed to him-

{elfy his king, and his country, to move, that

an addrefs might be prefented to his majeSty,

humbly requesting him to difmifs from his coun-

cils his minister, the firft lord of the Treafury,

whofe pernicious meafures had deprived him

of the confidence of the country."—Lord Gren-

ville warmly vindicated the character of his

friend, Mr. Pitt, " the failure of any of whofe

meafures, he was certain, could be juStly attri-

buted only to thofe errors to which human

nature was at all times liable—to thofe acci-

dents which no human wifdom could prevent,

or to thofe difpenfations of Providence which

no human power could control ; and he com-

plained that the charges againft him were not

fubftantiated by proofs."—The duke of Norfolk,

in
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m reply remarked, " that the proofs were every-

where j they prefented themfelves to every eye,

they made impreffions upon every heart, they

compofed a living epitaph upon the infatuation

of mini iters

—

-fi monumentum quarts ciraimfpice"—
The earl of Moira thought the prefent motion

highly neceffary. " The mifmanagement of mi-

niilers had brought us to the difaftrous fituation

we were in, and they could not too foon be de-

prived of the power they had fo grofsly abufed."

—The marquis of Lanfdown, in anfwer to lord

Grenville, who had boafted that the country

had been preferved from Jacobinical principles

by the laudable exertions of his majefty's mini-

iters, faid, " that he believed there were very

few perfons of thofe principles in this king-

dom ; and that he knew of no fuch practical

Jacobins as the minifters themfelves. They

had banilhed gold and filver from circulation

;

they had taken up the paper fyitem at the time

France had laid it down ; they had recourfe

to arbitrary meafures, military force, and pre-

tended plots, wT
ith every article of Jacobinifm

as it had been previoufly pra&ifed in France :

It was the virtuous juries of H94 which de-

feated the Robefpierrian fyftem attempted to

be eflabliihed in this country by his majeuV;

minifters/'—The motion was finally rejected by

a majority of 86 to 16 voices.

f4 On
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On the 19th of May.the fubjea was brought
forward in the lower houfe by - Mr. Alderman
Combe, one of the reprefentatives for the city

of London, who prefaced his motion for an

addrefs to the king, befeeching him to difmifs

his prefent minifters, with fome very feafonable

and appofite remarks. " By minifters (he faid)

the war had been frequently declared both juft

and neceffary. In both thefe points he had al-

ways differed from them. But from the au-

thors and approvers of the war it was at leaft to

be expected that they mould point out fome

fixed and fettled principle by which it was in-

tended to be guided, and fome object at which

it aimed. On the contrary, we were fometimes

faid to be fighting for one purpofe, and fome-

times for another, and were ftill left at all times

equally in the dark. The decree of Novem-

ber, and the opening of the Scheld, were in

1793 the oftenfible caufes of the war. In 1794

it was the reftoration of the constitutional mon-

archy. In 1795, indemnity for the part, and

fecurity for the future. In 1796, the re-efta-

blifhment of focial order, and the relations of

peace and amity : Laftly, the fine qua non of

lord Malmefbury. It was now fubmitted to the

confideration of the houfe, whether the prefent

minifters, who had fo rafhly precipitated the

country into the war, and had manifefted fuch

incapacity
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incapacity in the conduct of it, were likely to

be more fuccefsful in obtaining that defirable

blening—tranquillity ? Jie was perfectly of opi-

nion with his constituents, that they were not

:

it required men of greater minds, and more up-

right intentions, to bring about this object."

—

Mr. Curwen avowed his belief " that the pre-

fent minifters neither would, nor perhaps could,

make peace for this country 5 and, as the fitua-

tion of the country rendered the fpeedy reftora-

tion of that blefling abfolutely neceflary, he felt

it his duty to fupport the motion."—-The mi-

nifters, Pitt, Dundas, and Windham, who deem-

ed it perhaps decorous not to take part in this

debate, were defended by alderman Luihington,

Mr. Hawkins Browne, Mr. Dent, Mr. Pierre-

points Mr. Burdon, &c.—and the motion was

negatived by a vaft majority of 242 to 59 voices.

On the 26th of May Mr. Grey made his final

motion relative to a reform in parliament, which

he had fo frequently, at different times, and in

various modes, brought under public and par-

liamentary difcufiion. This able and zealous

advocate of reform in general had not, how-

ever, yet attempted that great deiideratum,—

a

fpeciflc plan of reform at once rational, reafible,

and beneficial. Such was the object of the pro-

portion now fubmitted to the candor and judg-

ment of the houfe. Mr. Grey folemuly affirmed

44 that
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* that he fought not to alter any part of the

conftitution, but merely to obtain for the peo-

ple a full, fair, and free reprefentation in par-

liament, to which they were incontrcvertibly

entitled. He propofed that the county repre-

fentation mould continue upon the fame foot-

ing, only that the number of county members

ihould be increafed from 92 to 113 ; the addi-

tion to be made to the larger counties in pro-

portion to their population. In order to put an

end to compromifes, counties mould be divided

into diftri&s, each of which Ihould return one

reprefcntative : the right of elective franchife to

be extended to copyholders and leafeholders ;

The remaining 400 members to be returned

by one defcription of perfons, viz. household-

ers: The poll to be taken throughout the

kingdom at one time ; and the fame perfon

not to be permitted to vote for more than one

member: The duration of parliament to be li-

mited to three years. Upon this plan (Mr.

Grey faid) the members would hold their feats,

not indeed on the bails of univerfal fuffrage,

but of univerfal reprefentation. The qualifica-

tion would be fo fixed, that no man, however

mean, might not hope, by honeft induftry and

fair exertions, to raife himfelf to this diftin&ion."

The motion of Mr. Grey was feconded in an

elaborate and eloquent fpeech by Mr. Erfkine,

who
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who reverted to thofe better days when the li-

berties of the country were eftabliihed by the

exercife of the conftitutional powers of that

houfe. " We could recollect with pride and tri-

umph the glorious exertions of our forefathers

within thofe walls, when tyranny, century after

century, was combated and defeated, and the

freedom of Englifhmen was afierted and con-

firmed. The only cure for the evils of govern-

ment was to make the houfe of commons what

it had been in the days of our anceftors, when
it preferved the liberties of the people, and was

crowned with their love and veneration."

Mr. Pitt oppofed the motion upon precifely

the fame grounds on which his own propor-

tions on the fame fubjeet had been formerly

contefted. " Was it not better (he afked) to

endure fome inconvenience, rather than hazard

the annihilation of a fyftem under which this

country had fiourifhed in profperity, had been

fupported in adverfity, and acquired energy and

vigor to recover from the diftreffes which it

had endured ? It had never (he faid) been con-

tended, that the inequality of the reprefentation

had been attended with any practical difad-

vantage ; that the intereft of Yorkfhire had

been neglected becaufe it lent only two mem-

bers to parliament ; or that Birmingham or

Manrhefter experienced any ill confequences

from
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from having no reprefentatives. The propoii-

tion now ftated was new, extenfive,—overturn-

ing all the antient fyftem without fubftituting

any real benefit. On what experience, on what

practice, was it to be introduced ? Were we to

renounce the benefits of a tried fyftem for a

theory which had no example in its favor ?

After all, this plan would be far from fatisfying

the fpeculative and democratic partizans of re-

form without doors. Men who could treat par-

liament as ufurpation, and monarchy as an in-

vaiion, of the rights of man, would reject with

fcorn any propofitions which did not include

a recognition of their rights ; and which they

would regard as vitiated, if conveyed in any

other fhape." Mr. Pitt, in conclulion, avowed

his total difapprobation of the plan propofed,

and gave his decided negative to the motion.

Mr. Fox, at the clofe of the debate, rofe in

defence of the motion 5 and recalled to Mr.

Pitt's recollection the words ufed by him on

bringing forward his own original motion of re-

form in 1782.—" ' Without a reform in parlia-

ment the nation cannot be fafe. This war may

be ended, but what will protect us agamft an-

other ? As certainly as the fpirit which engen-

dered the prefent actuates the fecret- councils -of

the crown, we mall, under the influence of a

defective reprefentation, be involved in new
war?
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wars . and fimilar calamities.' This was the

right honorable gentleman's prophefy, and it

has been fully accomplifhed. Another war did

take place, equal in difaiter, and at leaft equal

in difgrace ! It feems as if his whole life from

that period had been deftined for the illuftra-

tion of the warning. It was remarkable (Mr.

Fox obferved) that every prediction hazarded

by Mr. Pitt, during the courfe of the prefent

war, had failed ; every hope, every expectation,

every promife, had proved fallacious ; yet par-

liament continued to confide in him : and the

only one of his predictions which was entitled

to regard, the only one which had been verified

in the refult, was that which had been unfortu-

nately flighted and neglecled.—Mr. Fox ap-

pealed to the houfe, whether they were the

faithful organs of the public will ? Can we
(faid he) review the adminiilration of the right

honorable gentleman without being convinced

that the prefent reprefentation is a lhadow and

a mockery ? Minifters had affirmed the popula-

rity of the prefent war ; the fame had been faid

of the war with America ; nor would he deny

that, through the artful machinations of mini-

fters, a clamor had been raifed-, which they

called the voice of the nation :—but whatever

had been the cafe in the outfet of both, the

progrefs in the public opinion had been the

fame
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fame in each. It had indifputably changed,

though the voice of the people had not been

heard in the choice of reprefentatives. Had the

reprefentative fyftem been perfect, or its prac-

tice pure, the new parliament would decidedly

have voted againft the continuance of the war.

—With refpecf to the fpecific proportion be-

fore the houfe, Mr. Fox thought the beft and

mod advifable plan of reform was to extend the

right of election to houfeholders : it was the

nioft perfect recurrence to the firft-known and

recorded principles in our conftitution, accord-

ing to the celebrated Glanville, in all cafes

where no particular right intervened ; and he

wiihed it to be difcuffed in a committee, in

hopes that the united wifdom of the houfe might

improve the prefent outline into a fyftem ge-

nerally beneficial and acceptable.—In conclu-

sion, Mr. Fox expreffed his affurance that the

nation, by adopting wife and temperate mea-

fures of reform, that the monarchy and the peo-

ple, might yet be faved. Let thofe minifters

who have plunged us into our prefent ftate re-

tire from the poft to wrhich they are unequal,

A new adminiilration, compofed of men who
poffeffed the talents of conciliation mud be

formed ; but of this new adminillration Mr.

Fox folemnly protefted that he had no wifh to

make a part. Ambition was dead within him.

He
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He fought only the falvstion of the country,

and his defire, as to himfelf, was henceforth re-

tirement."—The queftion being put, after

long debate, the houfe divided ; for the motion

63, againft it 258 voices.

On the 30th of May the duke of Bedford rofe,

in purfuance of notice given, to move an ad-

drefs to the throne, humbly befecching his ma-

jefty to difmifs his prefent minifters from his

prefence and councils for ever. This addrefs

was fupportcd by the noble mover in a very

able and comprehenfive fpeech. Recapitulating

the errors of the prefent administration in all its

relations, foreign and domeftic, and ftating the

evils actually produced, and the ftill greater to

be apprehended from them, his grace folemnly

appealed to the houfe, " whether they would

fuffer the country to be devoted to utter de-

finition ? Will you (he exclaimed) leave its

affairs to men who have already involved you

in complicated calamities ? I intreat your lord-

fhips to reflect upon our fituation as a nation,

and that you would devife fome means of

avoiding the complete ruin with which we are

threatened."—The motion was powerfully fe-

conded by the duke of Grafton. This noble-

man, whofe age, character, and long experience

in affairs, commanded the refpecf. and attention

of the houfe, obferved M that there were not

wanting
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wanting thofe who attributed to chance, the

chance of war, all the misfortunes which had

befallen us ; but he afcribed them to the uni-

form folly and rafhnefs of minifters, as their real,,

fole, and obvious caufe. This chain of difafters

(faid his grace) could no more have fallen out

by chance than the globe we walk on could

nave been produced by a fortuitous concourfe

of atoms. Forhimfelf, he protefted before God
and his country, that, fo far from abetting the

pernicious counfels which were bringing on the

downfall of the empire, he had endeavoured to

the utmoft, by every conftitutional means, to

avert them. If the prefent motion were re-

ceived with the fame cold indifference which

had been hitherto fliewn, and if the fame confi-

dence was continued to the fame minifters, he

mould not think it neceffary to trouble the

houfe with his remarks again. But before he

retired, to fortify his own mind againft the cala-

mities he faw approaching, he conceived it to be

a duty incumbent upon him to lay before his fo-

vereign, in perfon, the reafons of his eonducl,

flattering himfelf that he lhould experience the

fame gracious and attentive hearing which his

majefty had ever vouchsafed to one who had

always fpoken the unbiaffed and genuine dictates

of his heart."

The earls of Guildford and Suffolk, the mar-

quis
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quis of Lanfdown, and the earl of Moira, all

fucceflively fpoke with vigor and ability in favor

of the motion, and made every effort to imprefs

the houfe .with the conviction, that .to give any

further countenance to the prefent fyftem, a fy-

ftem fraught with mifchief and ruin, would be

involving themfelves in the guilt of it. The

duke of Athol, lord Romney, lord Spencer, &c.

defended the meafures of adminiftration : and

lord Grenville, finding all other arguments fail,

touched again the mailer-chord, which never

failed, even in, the molt unfkilful hands, to

awaken the patfions of the houfe. He claimed

for the prefent minifters, whatever might be

their faults or failings, the tranfcendent merit of

having preferved the country from that anarchy

to which he afHrmed the language and general

conduct of the opposition tended. A reform

of parliament was their grand fpeciiic for all

grievances ; but to this meafure he had invaria-

bly objected, as conceiving it to amount to a

complete alteration of the conftitution. " The

plan lately propofed (his lordihip faid) went to

pluck up by the roots every right planted by the

conftitution ; and if the flood-gates were once

opened to innovation, the torrent of anarchy

would fpread fo forcibly and fo wide, that h
would not be in the power of their lordihips,

by oppoiing their feeble hands as a barrier to

vol. vi. 6 deftruction,
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defiru&ion, to prevent the eonrtitution horn
being overwhelmed in ruin. And he declared
his belief, that the objeSl of the motion was to

promote, not a change of minifters, but a revo-

lution in the country."—The duke of Leeds,
who ufually voted with adminiftration, after ex-

preffing his difapprobation of a parliamentary

reform, remarked " that the noble fecretary had
made the conftitution depend as it were upon
the continuance of the prefent minifters in of-

fice, which was rather too much to concede.

Though he would not afTert that thefe minifters

were intentionally wicked, he could not help

confidering them as peculiarly unfortunate."

—

After a fpeech from the lord-chancellor, en-

forcing the arguments of lord Grenville, the.

houfe divided j for the motion 12, againft it 65.

The revolution of France was an event fo

great, and the immediate confequences of it

proved fo difaftrous, that it could fcarcely be

for a moment baniflhed from the minds of any

in difcuinng the fubject of political and national

reform. Two grand and directly oppofite con-

cluiions were deducible, and, by different per-

fons, were actually deduced from it. FirJ}> The
adverfaries and enemies of reform inferred the

danger of all innovations, and deprecated even

the difcuffion of any topics of this nature, from

the extenlive and inafccrtainable confequences

attending
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attending the moft temperate and well-inten-

tioned defigns of alteration and improvement.

This was at all times a prevailing fentiment

with thofe who had little to hope and much to

fear—with perfons of high rank, great property,

and more efpecially with thofe who derived ad-

vantage and emolument from the very abufes

which were the prominent objects of reform.

But the late events in France had fo heightened

and extended this dread of innovation as ftrongly

to affecT: the majority of the middle claffes, and

even for a time of the vulgar, who are naturally

the friends of innovation, as having more to

hope than to fear from the confequences of a

change. Secondly, The advocates of political,

reformation reafoned, toto cozlo, differently • and

inferred the utility and neceffity of it from the

calamities and difafters of the French revolution

itfelf. For had timely and feafonable reforms

been made by the French government, while it

yet pofleffed the power of reforming, no revolu-

tion would have happened. But, on the con-

trary, the government there refilled to the utmoft

every effort to correct even the grofleft abufes j

and nothing was effected but in oppolition, and
as it were, defiance, of the government, which,

by this means, gradually loft its influence and
its energy. The paffions of the people were
rouzed by continual contention j and the tor-

c 2 rent
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rent of innovation, breaking down all the dams
and mounds of law and cuftom, carried every-

thing before it, and the government and people

were involved in one common ruin. But how
different would have been the cafe had the go-

vernment of England taken the bufmefs of re-

form into its own hands ! The mifchiefs in

France were occafioned by the jealoufy and dif-

truft, or rather the open animofity and hofti-

lity, fubfifting between the conftituted authori-

ties—the king and the National Affembly. But

in Great Britain, had the king and parliament

united in carrying into effe£r. a general reform

upon temperate and liberal principles, fuch as

were calculated for practical advantage, who
could have entertained the remoteir. idea of a

fuperior control ? Even thofe who laid moft

flrefs upon abftract fpeculations of right, but

who certainly never expected them to be acled

upon in their full extent, would have acquiefced

with cheerful and grateful hearts ; and the cla-

mors of the few, if any fuch there were, who
really wifhed to involve the nation in confufion,

would have been loft in the acclamations ot the

many who mud have abhorred the idea. " Con-

fider ferioufly (fays Mr. Burke in his admired

fpeech on oeconomical reform) the wifdom of

timely reformation. Early reforms are amicable

arrangements with a friend in power ; late re-

formations
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formations are impofed upon a conquered enemy.

Under a ftate of inflammation, the people fee

the abufe, and they will fee nothing elfe."

If, in addition to thefe neceflary and fober

domeftic reforms, the executive government

had a£ted with caution and moderation abroad,

had anxioufly avoided making itfelf a party in

the continental quarrels j if, on the contrary,

England had endeavoured, with generous frank-

nefs and good faith, by amicable interpofition,

to accommodate thofe quarrels, and to mediate

between the contending powers; if, in a word,

flie had refolutely adopted and perfifted in a

fyitem of mildnefs, ceconomy, and good-will to

all, and had embraced the favorable opportu-

nities which peace would no doubt have afford-

ed of increafmg the amount, and adding to the

energy of the too inadequate fund fet apart for

the liquidation of the public debt ; it is im-

poffible to conjecture to what heights of felicity

and glory the nation might in a few years have

attained. The difficulties of the American war,

after a tranquil interval of ten years, had been

in a great degree furmounted; and Mr. Pitt was

able, on a memorable occafion, a few months

preceding the war with France, to draw an ex-

quifite and glowing picture of public profperity,

which time was about to realize, when he him-

felf, with unhallowed hand, tore the canvas,

g S and,
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and, exulting in his political phrenzy, commit-

ted it to the rage and fury of the winds.

As to the particular mode in which national

reform, fo defirable in itfelf, and fo earneftly

defired by many, ought to he conducted—it is

fufficient to fay, that, like every other important

undertaking, it muft, in order to be ultimately

fuccefsful in its operation, be conducted in the

fpirit of wifdom. ". The public (fays a man of

talents, who has been unjuftly ftigmatized as a,

favorer of violent reform, Mr. Home Tooke).

pught never to receive a benefit at the expenfe

of an individual." Reforms ought, therefore,

to be in a great meafure profpe£Hve, and, as

far as the influence of them is felt at ail, it

mould be felt as beneficial. Reforms merely

fpeculative are to be avoided ; as all theories

are deluiive, if not dangerous, which do not

tend to practical advantage. Above all, it will

be the conflant care of a wife government to

enlighten the people on the fubjecl of their du-

ties and thtr-ir rights— infufing into their minds,

by gentle and rational mean;;, juft ideas of go-

vernment—encouraging and patronizing thofe,

writers whofe works are calculated to enlarge,

the fphere of the human underftanding, and to.

enforce a willing obedience, upon juft and equi-

table principles ; fo that government may nei

ther exa£t too much, nor the people yield to.o

little.
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Tittle. Who can eftimate the value of fuch

writings as thofe of Locke, Hoadley, and Ad-

•difon, in this view, both to the government and

to the community of a country?-—" To fay that

a .blind cuitom of obedience (to quote the lan-

guage of one of the greateft of mankind, lord

Bacon) lhouid be a furer obligation than duty-

taught and underftood, it is to affirm that a

blind man may tread furer by a guide than a

feeing man can with fight *."

Towards the end of the feffion a bill was in-

troduced into the boufe of commons, by Mr.

Pundas, for railing and embodying a militia in

Scotland j which was foon after paffed into a

law, found by experience exceedingly obnoxious

to the people of Scotland ; the method of bal-

lot and the principle of compulfion being

equally disliked on the north as on the fouth

fide of the Tweed. But obedience was finally

enforced, as formerly in England, by the irrefii-

tible argument of the mufquet and bayonet.

On the 20th of July, 1797, the parliamentary

feffion was concluded in the ufual manner by a

fpeech from the throne, in which his majefly

intimated to the two houfes " that he was again

engaged in a negotiation for peace, which no-

* "Advancement of Learning," Book I.

g 4 thine
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thing fhould be wanting on his part to bring

to a fuccefsful termination, on fuch conditions

as were coniiftent with the fecurity, honor, and

eflential interefts of his dominions."

At this period an extreme difTatisfaction pre-

vailed throughout the nation from the general

fenfe entertained of the incapacity of the pre-

fent minifters, either as minifters of peace or

war ; and a great number of the mod refpecla-

ble and independent members of the houfe,

who had ufuaily voted with Mr. Pitt, held con-

sultations with each other refpecling the for-

mation of a new adminiftration, of which it was

intended that the earl of Moira mould be the

head ; for the majority of the aflbciated mem-
bers were, in a greater or lefs degree, alarmifts,

and conceived that Mr. Fox, for whom they

profefled a high perfonal admiration and regard,

had pledged himfelf farther than they could, in

confiftency with their own views and principles,

follow him, in the caufe of political and par-

liamentary reform. It was underftood that the

prince of Wales favored and patronized the de-

iigns now in agitation—the earl of Moira being

known to poffefs the entire confidence of that

great perfonage.

Previous to the fummer recefsj fome perfons

of the higheft refpeclability and eminence fe-

verally
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verally demanded audiences ofthe king, amongft

whom were the duke of Grafton and Mr. Fox.

The former of thefe had once enjoyed a large

fhare of the king's favor, and ftill held a diftin-

guilhed place in his efteem. The object of this

nobleman, as of others high in rank and repu-

tation, who conceived themfelves under an in-

difpenfable obligation of duty to ftate their fen-

timents at this criiis to his majefty in perfon,

was, according to public opinion and report,

refpe£tfully, though unrefervedly, to reprefent

to their fovereign the pernicious nature and

ruinous confequences of the prefent fyftem, and

the abfolute neceffity of fome alteration in it, in

order to avoid the impending danger. The
magnanimous mind of Mr. Fox was impelled

by an additional motive ; and conceiving him-

felf and his counfels to be unacceptable to the

monarch, he thought it becoming his character,

conformably to his recent intimation in parlia-

ment, to impart to his majefty his intention of

retiring from public life, that he might not be

confidered as an impediment to the projected

change. It was imagined by many, that, at

this criiis, the minifters themfelves wavered in

their refolution, and would have acceded, with

no violent oppolition on their part, to the new
fyftem. But as, on the one hand, the king

{hewed a moft inflexible determination to fup-

port
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port the prefent men and the prefent meafares,

—fo, on the other, the parliamentary adherents

of Mr. Fox, men confpicuous for talents and

reputation, and without whofe concurrence the

new admmiftration could not be formed, re-

folved unanimoufly to take no aftive part in any

arrangement of which Mr. Fox was not the

political head; fo that thjs well-intentioned efr

fort proved altogether unavailing *.

The military tranfa£tions of this year were

peculiarly interefting. The unfortunate refult

of the invafion of Germany by the generals

Jourdain and Moreau during the former cam-

paign, and the extraordinary fuccefs which had

attended the exertions of general Buonaparte

in Italy, led the French government to bend

almoft their whole attention to this quarter,

and the war upon the Rhine appeared to be in,

* From this period the duke of Grafton returned to the

enjoyment of that retired and rural life in which he had found

io much more fatisfa&ion t! an in the higheft attainments pf

ambition. Nothing lefs indeed than the urgent call of pub-

lic duty, as was perfectly well known to his friends, could

have induced this highly refpe&ed nobleman to have quitted

thofe peaceful and happy fhades,

M Where fmiling Eufton boafts her good Fitzroy j

Lord of pure alms, and gifts that wide extend,

—

The farmer's patron, and the poor man's friend."

Vide the Angularly beautiful and extraordinary production

of natural tafte and genius recently publifned under the ap-

propriate title cf The Farmer's Bcy.

a mar.-
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a manner fufpended.—Although nothing but a

feries of misfortunes had been experienced by

the Imperial generals in their repeated attempts

to defend the Italian poffeflions of the emperor

their fovereign, the power of the houfe of An-

llria difplayed itfelf very confpicuoufly in the

fpeedy reparation of their lofTes ; and the armies

exterminated, feemed, like the heads of the Hy-

dra, to be inftantly fupplied by others. After

the battle of Arcole, new levies were made

throughout the hereditary flates, and vaft rein-

forcements fent with fuch expedition to gene-

ral Alvinzi, that he was able to take the field

once more in great force early in the month of

January (1797). Failing the Brenta, he ad-

vanced to the Adige; and, carrying by aflault

the important poft of Corona, compelled the

French to fall back to Rivoli. General Buona-

parte, who had been for fome time pad at Bo-

logna, was no fooner apprized of this new and

unexpected irruption, than he refumed in per-

fon the command of his army, now ftrengthened

by reinforcements, and immediately changed

general Joubert's plan of defence into an at-

tack.

On the fucceeding day (January 14) a ge-

neral engagement took place, in whiJ- pi\ -

gious difplays of ilcili and valor were bited

by the combatants on each iide. Tbwarc he

ciofe
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clofe of the day, the Auftrians, who were much
fuperior in number, appeared to have decidedly

the advantage,—the main body of the French

being driven into their entrenchments, and the

two wings completely difordered. General

Buonaparte, perceiving the perilous nature of

his fituation, determined upon one final effort,

and ordered a numerous column from the right

wing of the Auftrians, which had taken a com-

manding pofition upon the heights behind Ri-

voli, in the rear of the French, from the Adige

to the Lake of Guarda, to be attacked by a

body of chofen troops with fixed bayonets. This

fervice was moil effectually performed : the Au-

ftrians, who had fuppofed the battle gained,

fled panic-ftruck towards the lake, and great

part of the column furrendered almoft without

refiftance. This, however, was, on the part of

the French, rather an efcape than a victory.

Two hours before day-break, on the 15th of Ja-

nuary, the battle was renewed with redoubled

fury. After a gallant refiftance, the main body

of the Auftrian army was dislodged from their

pofition ; and the left wing, pofted on the

Heights of St. Marco, being furrounded, were

either killed or taken prifoners.—This was not

the only difafter fuftained by the Auftrians.

General Provera, at the head of a column often

thoufand men, compofed chiefly of volunteers,

many
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many of them of the bed families of Vienna,

who had received from the emprefs a fort of

confecrated ftandard, worked with her own
hands, marched, with all the chivalrous feel-

ings of the antient crufades, to the relief of

Mantua, expecting a powerful co-operation from

general Wurmfer, who had previous notice of

their intention. An attack was accordingly-

made by that brave veteran, with the whole

force of his garrifon, on the poll of La Favo-

rita, while Provera attempted that of St. George

;

but in both inftances without fuccefs : and after

the defeat of Alvinzi at Rivoli, general Buona-

parte was enabled to detach large bodies of

troops, which, furrounding Provera, and fecu-

ring the paries on all fides, at length, after a

brave refinance, compelled the Auftrian general

to furrender, with his remaining forces, at dis-

cretion : So that, fmce the commencement of

the new year, the French boafted to have taken

no lefs than 25,000 prifoners and 60 pieces

of cannon ; and the fourth Auftrian army fent

to Italy, in the fpace of a few months, wTas en-

tirely broken.—The garrifon of Mantua having

now loft every hope of fuccour, and reduced to

extremity by difeafe and famine, at length capi-

tulated on honorable terms ; and that almoft im-

pregnable fortrefs, upon which little imprelliou

had been made by the arms of the befiegers,

fubmitted
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fubmitted to the republican, though fhe had for

centuries refilled the monarchical, power of

France. Subfequent to the fatal battle of Ri-

voli, the mattered remains of the Auftrians had

repaffed, with precipitation, the rivers Adige

and Brenta ; and part of the left divifion re-

treated through Roveredo to Trent, of which

the .French, under general Joubert, took peace-

able pofleffion.

The late meafures of the court of Rome
feemed to indicate that the aged pontiff was

bent upon his own deftru6Hon. Inftead of ob-

ferving an exact neutrality between the bellige-

rent powers, or offering, in the fpirit of Chrif-

tian catholicifm, to interpofe his paternal and

healing mediation, he feemed actuated by a fet-

tled rage againft the French republic, equally

furious and impotent. Count Manfredini, firit

minifter of the grand-duke of Tufcany, had ap-

prized cardinal Bufca, fecretary to his holinefs,

that general Buonaparte was far from wifhing

to co-operate in the deftru&ion of the papal

fee ; that he acknowledged fome of the articles

of the armiftice to be fuch as his holinefs might

juftly regard as inadmiflible; and that he was
difpofed to render them more favorable : but

the pope, molt abfurdly confident in his own
refources, .and proud of the Imperial alliance,

treated thefe indirect overtures.with neglect or

contempt.
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contempt, and made great warlike preparations

throughout his dominions, to fecond the efforts

of general Alvinzi previous to the battle of Ar-

cole,—the event of which, with the fucceedmg

defeat at Rivoli, left the Roman pontiff at the

mercy of his enemies.

On the lft of February, 1797, general Buona-

parte publifhed a manifefto, declaring the viola-

tion of the armiftice by the pope, charging his

holinefs with refufing to liften to the pacific

overtures of the republic ; with having entered

into hoftile negotiations with the court of Vi-

enna ; with having put his troops in motion,

and entrufting the command of them to Au-

lirian officers ;—and, depending probably upon

the known pufillanimity of the inhabitants of

the ecclefiaftical ftates, the manifefto concluded

with dreadful denunciations of vengeance a-

gainft thofe who offered any refiftance to the

march of the republicans.

The papal army lay ftrongly entrenched on

the banks of the Senio, where they were at-

tacked by the divilion of general Victor on the

fecond of the fame month. The encounter,

though fhort, was inarp. During the engage-

ment feveral priefts, with crucifixes in their

hands, animated, by their exhortations, the

Roman troops : but they were unable to ftand

the ihock of the bayonet, and were driven from

their
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their entrenchments with the lofs of fifteen hun-

dred men and fourteen pieces of cannon—that

of the French amounting to no more than

forty killed and wounded. General Buona-

parte, now taking the command in perfon, ad-

vanced to Faenza, the gates of which were fliut

againft him. The place was immediately car-

ried by aflault j but no pillage or plunder was

allowed. This had an happy effe6t. In a few

days the Romagna, the duchy of Urbino, and

the whole marche of Ancona, fubmitted to the

French. In the town of Ancona was found a

large magazine of arms and ammunition, in-

cluding a fine train of artillery, which had juft

been fent to the pope from the emperor. A
divifion of the republican army alfo proceeded

to Loretto, whence the greater part of the trea-

fure had been previoufly removed. The re-

mains of that coftly but abfurd and ufelefs col-

lection of wealth, the contributions of fuper-

itition and folly, were however, without any

iemorfe of confcience, fecured ; the myfieries of

the facred chapel, and the miraculous houfe, or

JanEta cafa y with all the religious trumpery which

they contained, were expofed to vulgar gaze;

and the celebrated Madona, or image of the

Virgin, fo long the object of awe and adoration,

was packed up in a cafe, with the relics of her

wardrobe and furniture, coniiiting of rags of

coarfe
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coarfe woollen cloth, earthen fpoons, 8cc. and

fent as trophies to the Directory.

General Collij who, with the papal army,

had" been polled near Ancona, retreated with

precipitation at the approach of the French

;

and, no-where attempting to make a ftand, the

republicans proceeded, without any obftacle,

through Macera to Tolentino, within a few days'

march of Rome ; when general Buonaparte re-

ceived a letter written by the pope in his own
hand, and conceived in the following terms :

—

" Dear Son, " Health and Apoftolical Benediction.

" Defirous of terminating, in an amicable

manner, our actual differences with the French

republic, by the withdrawing the troops which

you command, we fend and depute towards

you, as our plenipotentiaries, two ecclefiaftics,

—the cardinal Mattei, who is perfectly known
to you, and his lordlhip of Galeppi ; together

with two feculars, the duke Don Lewis Brafchi,

our nephew, and the marquis Camilli Maflini

;

who are clothed with our full powers to con-

cert with you, to promife and fubferibe fuch

conditions as we hope mall be juft and reafon-

able 5 obliging ourfelves, on our faith and word,

to approve and ratify them in fpecial form, in

order that they may at all times be valid and

inviolable. Secure in the fentiments o: good

vol. vi. h will
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will which you have manifefted towards us^ we
have abftained from all removal from Rome,
by which you will be perfuaded of our great

confidence in you. We conclude with alluring

you of our higheft efteem, and in giving you

our paternal apofrolic benediction.—Given at

St. Peter's of Rome, Feb. 12, 1797, the 22d

year of our pontificate. " PIUS."

In confequence of this letter a treaty of peace

was immediately figned at Tolentino, on terms

more tolerable than could well be expected,

corifiderihg the relative fituation of both parties.

The pope confented to withdraw every adhefion,

&c. given by him to the powers coalefced

againft France ; to fuffcr no fhips of war or pri-

vateers belonging to the enemy to enter his

ports ; to renounce all right to Avignon and the

Venaiffin, and alfo to the legations of Bologna,

Ferrara, and the Romagna ; and the French to

poflefs all the immunities of the moft favored

nation. His holinefs alfo agreed to pay thirty

millions of livres, as the price of peace, within

two months ; and all the manufcripts, pictures^

ftatues, &c. ftipulated for at the period of the

armiftice, to be immediately delivered : like-

wife to fet at liberty all who were confined in

Rome on account of their political opinions;

and the city and citadel of Ancona to re-
'

main



GEORGE III. gg

main in poffeflion of the French till a general

peace.

On figning the articles, general Buonaparte

wrote a polite anfwer to the pope's letter, in

which he allured his holinefs of the efteem and

perfect veneration he had for his perfon ; hoping

that the French republic would approve itfelf

one of the trued friends of Rome."

In the progrefs of his march, general Buona-

parte, finding himfelf near the celebrated moun-

tain which comprizes the whole territory of the

ancient republic of St. Marino, was feized with

the noble enthufiafm of difplaying in the molt

flattering and confpicuous manner the refpecl:

which was due to this genuine remnant of the

fons of freedom. The ambaffador Monge, de-

puted by the French general, told the chiefs

of this obfcure but happy community, that he

came in the name of the French people to allure

the ancient republic of St. Marino of their in-

violable friendihip. He entered into a concife

hiftory of the principal events of the revolution,

and fignified the glorious fuccefs with which

their efforts had been crowned. After com-

plimenting them for the afylum afforded to li-

berty within their walls, during the centuries

when it teemed banifhed from the reft of Eu-

rope, the ambaffador intimated, that if it was

the wiih of the government of St. Marino to

h 2 enlarge
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enlarge the limits of their territory, the French

republic would gladly embrace the occafion to

give them the moll folid proofs of their good

will. The reply of this fmall but virtuous and

unambitious Hate was fuch as to afford a leffon

both of political and moral wifdom to all the

nations of Chriftendom.—ff We place, (faid they)

citizen ambaffador, in the number of the moil

glorious epochas that have diflinguilhed the an-

nals of our freedom, the day of your million to

our republic. Your republic not only conquers

its enemies by the force of its arms, but fills its

friends with amazement at the generofity of its

proceedings. The love of our liberty makes us

i'cel the worth of the magnanimous exertions of

a great people afpiring to recover their own.

Thofe exertions have furpafled all expectation.

Your nation, hngle againit. the reft of Europe,

has afforded the world an aftoniihing example

of what that energy can achieve which is pro-

duced by the fentiment of liberty.—Your

army, marching in the fteps of Hannibal, and

furpafling by its deeds whatever is moft won-

derful in antiquity, led en by a hero who unites

to every virtue the powers of the moft diftin-

guiihed genius, has call: a glance on a corner of

the globfe where a remnant of the fons of Liberty

fled for v. iige, and. where % found rather the

plainnefs of Spartan manners than the elegance

of
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of Athens. You know, citizen ambaffador, that

the fimplicity of our cultoms, the deep fenti-

xnent we cherifh of liberty, are the only inheri-

tance which has been tranfmitted to us by our

fathers : this we have been able to preferve un-

touched amidlt .the political convulfions which

have taken place in the fucceffion of many re-

volving ages, and which neither ambition nor

hatred have been able to deftroy. Return then

to the hero who has fent you : Carry back to

him the free homage not only ot that admira-

tion which we Ihare with the whole world, but

alfo of our gratitude: Tell him that the republic

of St. Marino, fatisfied with its mediocrity, fears

to accept of his generous offer of enlarging its

territory, which might, in the end, prove inju-

rious to its liberty."

Here then is a ftriking and inftruclive inftance

of a community enjoying in grateful content-

ment their beloved and enviable freedom while

a thoufand years have rolled away, and who,

fatisfied with the peaceful poffellion of their na-

tive mountain, refufe to hearken to the molt

tempting offers of an enlargement of their do-

minion. What a contrail to the wicked and

abfurd policy of thofe Chrijlian countries which,

great in riches, in extent of territory and popu-

lation, place their chief- glory in fubjetting to

h 3 their
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their tyrannical yoke the fartheft regions of the

globe, whofe weak and unoffending inhabitants

could never have afforded the flighted pretext

for inflicting upon them thefe atrocious injuries,

and who have no knowledge of their conquer-

ors, but in the character and capacity of oppref-

fors, plunderers, and affainns.

Scarcely had the peace with the pope been

flgned and ratified, when the attention of the

French general was recalled to the northern

parts of Italy, where the Auftrians had again

affembled in great force. General Alvinzi was

now difmiffed from his command, and the arch-

duke Charles, the idol of the German foldiery,

placed at the head of the Imperial armies with

full powers j and the court of Vienna, after its

repeated difappointments, ftill flattered itfelf

with the hopes that the deliverer of the empire,

the hero of Kehl, and the conqueror of Jour-

dain, would be able to diflolve the charm by

which victory feemed bound to the car of Buo-

naparte. The archduke carried with him very

powerful reinforcements from the banks of the

Rhine ; and the French government likewife

detached from their forces in that quarter a

very large divifion under general Bernadotte

;

fo that the flower both of the Auftrian and

French armies were now affembled at the foot

of
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of the Noric Alps, to decide a quarrel which

had begun near the fhores of the German

Ocean.

Since the defeat of the gallant but unfortu-

nate Alvinzi at Rivoli, the French had occupied

the right fide of the Piava, from its fource in

the Alps to its embouchure in the Adriatic. The

Auftrians, marching from all parts, gradually

formed on the oppofite more, and fome fkir-

mifhes had already taken place between the

advanced pods, when Buonaparte returned from

the unlaurelled triumphs of the papal war to

the grand fcene of military operation. The di-

virions under Ala(Ten a and Serruricr having

palled the Piava, the archduke fell back on Bel-

luno, and continued retreating till he had re-

paired the Tagliamento, the banks of which

deep and rapid liream the Auftrians had fo for*

tified, from the mountains to the Adriatic, as to

render the farther progrefs of the French army

extremely hazardous. Here, therefore, general

Buonaparte thought it expedient to paufe; and,

contrary to his apparent cuftom, cautioufly to

deliberate before he ventured to pafs this bul-

wark of the Auftrian dominions, On the 16th

of March (1797), all the neceftary difpoiitions

being made, general Buonaparte, depending

upon the co-operation of general Joubert on the

fib of the Tyro), and taking his advantage o\

ti i the
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the lowncTs of the waters of the Tagliamento,

in confequence of the froft which Hill arretted

the torrents ufually flowing into that river from

the Glaciers and the Upper Alps, determined

to make what may be regarded as one of the

boldeft efforts of the Italian war. General Du-

phot firft threw himfelf into the river at the head

of a brigade of light infantry, fupported by

Bernadotte, Murat, and feveral other brave

officers, and, having gained the oppofite more,

the whole army gradually formed in fpite of

various fierce charges from the Auflrian ca-

valry. The Auitrians, aftonifhed and difcon-

certed, made comparatively but a feeble refif-

tance. The village where the archduke had

cftablifhed his head-quarters being vigorously

attacked, that prince was compelled haftily to

withdraw his troops under cover of the night,

and continued his march till he reached the

gorges of the mountains which bound the Ve-

netian territory ; leaving part of his artillery,,

and the towns of Palma Nuova, Udine, and

the furrounding country, to the mercy of the

conqueror. Buonaparte was not deceived in

his expectations from Joubert. That officer

was • inftructed to penetrate through the Tyrol

into Carinthia, amending up the Auige, and fol-

lowing the courfe of that river to Brixen ; then

to proceed to the head of the Drave. He was

oppofed
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oppofed in his progrefs by general Laudohn,

related to the great marefchal Laudohn, over

whom Joubert obtained feveral advantages, com-

pelling him to retreat to Infpruck, while Jou-

bert took pofTeffion of Brixen, where the Auftri-

ans had large magazines. Another divifion,

under general -Maffena, alfo paffing the Taglia-

mento near its fource, continued its march

among the mountains, with much difficulty from

the nature of the country, and refinance from

the enemy, to the fources of the Drave. The

main body of the French army had by this time

entered the Auftrian Frioul—the garrifon of

Gradifca furrendering themfelves prifoners of

war. Triefte, the chief town of Carniola, and

the whole province of Iftria bordering on the

Adriatic, fubmitted to the arms of the republic.

The head-quarters of the archduke were now
removed to Clagenfurt, the capital of Carinthia,

to which the generals Buonaparte and Maffena

preffed forward in different directions,—'the lat-

ter defeating in his progrefs a large diviiion of

the Auftrian army on the fummit of the vaft

mountains which impend over the town of Tar-

wis. The battle was fought, according to the

exprellion of the French commander, above the

clouds,—the mow covering the ground to a

great depth.

General Joubert was at this time Hill en-

tangled
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tangled in the Tyrolian Alps; but, defiiting from

his purfuit of Laudohn, he palled the fummit of

the range of mountains dividing the Tyrol from

the duchy of Carinthia, and, continuing his march

along the Drave, joined the generals Buonaparte

and MaiTena at Clagenfurt ; whence prince

Charles, at the near approach of the French,

had made his farther retreat. The republicans

were now in poflefiion of all the Auihian terri

tory on the Italian fide of the Alps, of the

Tyrol, of the provinces of Carniola, Carinthia,

and Iftria, on the German fide. Having, after

an unexampled feries of triumphs, attained to

this fummit of profperity, the French general

exhibited an extraordinary inftance of modera-

tion and good policy, in making a dire£t over-

ture for peace, in a letter addrefled (March 31)

to the archduke, and exprefled in terms the mofi:

open, frank, and generous, highly deferving of

hiftoric commemoration. " Brave foldiers (fays

the French commander) make war, but defire

peace. Has not the war lafted fix years ? Have

we not committed evils enough againft fuffering

humanity?—Europe, who had taken up arms

againft the French republic, has laid them down.

Your nation alone remains, and the fixth cam-

paign is announced under the moil portentous

aufpices.—Is there no hope then of accommo-

dation ? Is it eflential to the interefts or grati-

fying
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fying to the paffions of a nation, far removed

from the theatre of war, that we mould conti-

nue to murder each other? Do not imagine,

gallant general, that I wifh to infmuate that

you cannot fave your country by force of arms ;

but, with refpect to myfelf, if the overture

which I have now the honor to make to you

could be the means of fparing the life of a iingle

man, I mould prize more highly the civic crown

to which my interference would entitle me, than

the melancholy glory which would refult from

the moft brilliant military exploits." The arch-

duke returned a polite though fomewhat cool

reply to this remarkable letter, importing, " that

he neither conceived it his part to enter into

any difcuffion of the principles upon which the

war was carried on, nor was he furnifhed by the

emperor with any powers to conclude a treaty of

peace."

Upon receiving this anfwer, general Buona-

parte again put his troops in motion. On the

2d of April general Maflena, with the advanced

guard, attacked the archduke in the defiles be-

tween Freifach and Neumark. After a bloody

conflict the Auftrians retired, leaving the field

covered with dead. On the 4th, another par-

tial engagement took place at Hunfmark, where

the French maintained again their wonted fu>»

periority. The French general now continued

his
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his march; and the Auftrians retreating acrofs

the Muhr, the enemy took pofTeflion of the

town of Judenburg in the principality of Styria,

fituated on that river. They were now 120

miles only from Vienna, which, by the rapid

approach of the French, was thrown into the

utmoft confirmation. Some thoufands of men
were employed in raifing new works for the de-

fence of the city. A general enrolment took

place, in which the noble and the peafant were

alike included, and precautions were taken to

remove the public treafure and archives of the

archduchy into Hungary. The advanced pojts

of the French army had already left Judenburg

far in the rear ; and the general informed the

Directory in his difpatches, " that he hoped, at

the head of 20,000 grenadiers, to plant, in a

few days, the ftandard of the French republic in

the capital of his Imperial majefty."

But notwithstanding the nattering profpects

before him, there were prefent to his mind con-

siderations of great moment, which might well

caufe the French commander to paufe in his

career of victory. Intelligence was juft received

that the brave and hardy Tyrolefe peafantry

had, as on former occafions, rifen in a mafs, and,

under the active and fpirited conduct of general

Laudohn, had recovered Botfen and Brixen,

whence the French troops, left for the defence

of
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of the Tyrol, had been driven with lofs. Ge-

neral Alvinzi was advancing by . Fiuma and

Triefte into the Frioul, and a great army was

gradually forming in the rear of the French.

There was alfo good reafon to believe that the -

republic of Venice, which had been ever fecretly

inimical to France, waited only a favorable op-

portunity of joining the Auftrians avowedly and

openly. The conquering army, though full of

fpirit and courage, was much diminifhed in

number, deftitute of heavy artillery for fieges,

and utterly incompetent to retain porTeiTion of

the numerous provinces it had fubdued. Ge-

neral Buonaparte, in the height of his fuccefles,

began to feel that he was in the midft of an

enemy's country ; and, as he advanced, the

peafantry of Carinthia and Carniola would, in

all probability, follow the example of the Tv-

rolians— the different proclamations of liberty

which he had publiilied from time to time

having produced no fenfible effe£t. His com-

munication with France, and even with Italy,

feparated as that country was now from him by

a tremendous barrier of mountains, mull be

given up. He had no expectation of iupport

from any quarter ; and the army he commanded

was manifeitly unequal to the mighty talk of

fubverting the Auftrian empire. Even mould

h,c fucceed in the doubtful enterprise oi making

himfelf
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himfelf matter of Vienna, defended as it {{ill

was by the lofty Styrian hills riling from the

banks of the Muhr, and by a brave and patri-

otic army commanded by a gallant prince, be-

loved and revered by his country, formidable

notwithstanding his loffes, and whofe defeats

were not like thofe of Arcole and Rivoli, he

would even then fee before him an almoft inter-

minable length of territory ;—to the north, Bo-

hemia ; to the fouth, Hungary ; and, to the eaft,

the vaft provinces of Auftrian Poland. Armies

would rife up on every fide j his forces would

be harafled, diminifhed, and difpirited, by in-

ceffant action ; and he might at laft deem him-

felf fortunate to efcape, like his celebrated pre-

deceffor, marefchal Belleifle, after penetrating"

into the centre of the Auftrian dominions, with

the fhattered remnant of his troops, back into

his own country. In this ftate of things it was

no doubt with great fatisfa&ion that general

Buonaparte received, through the medium of

general Bellegarde, a difpatch from the court

of Vienna, propofing a fufpenfion of arms for

ten days. To this proportion he immediately

acceded ; and within that term preliminaries of

peace were figned (April 18, 1797) at Leoben

in Styria.

The articles of this famous treaty contained

a direct ceffion of the Auftrian Netherlands to

France j
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France ; they allowed the free navigation of

the Rhine^ and recognized the independence oi

the newly-erected Italian republics. Thus was

England alone, of all the powers engaged in

the confederacy againft France, left to carry on

that ruinous, unjuft, and hopelefs conteft *.

A manifefto, publifhed April 9, pending the

negotiation, was addrefled from Leoben, by ge-

neral Buonaparte, to the doge and fenate of

Venice, complaining of the hoftile difpofition

which that government had unifomly fhewn

towards the French, and demanding inftant fa-

iisfacYion for the injuries they had fuftained. It

was particularly alleged againll them, that mar-

flial Beaulieu had been received in their terri-

tory with every mark of kindnefs after his fuc-

ceflive defeats in the campaign of 1796, and

even fuffered to take poiTeffion of the fortrefs of

Pefchiera on the Lake of Guarda. The re-

peated difafters of the Auflrians at length, it is

aflerted, awakened the Venetian fenate from its

dream of the eventual fuccefs of the coalition ;

* " While the armies and navies ofEngland have been given

to Mr. Pitt (fays a celebrated writer) without reftriction, and

its treafures pcured out at his feet, his unprofperous prudence

has produced all the effects of the blinded temerity, and

finally left this country nothing but her own naked force to

oppofe the imminent danger of falling under the dominion of

trance."

Burke's * Third Letter.*

it
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it was perceived that general Buonaparte would

not be made the dupe of their infidious policy

;

and, dreading to be involved in the general de-

ftruclion which threatened the remaining de-

fpotic governments of Italy, the fenate fought

with eagernefs fome favorable opportunity of

joining their forces with thofe of the emperor

for the extermination of the invaders. The

retreat of the archduke, and the march of the

French towards the capital of the Auftrian do-

minions, feemed to be the precife moment,

when, without rifk or danger, they might aim

a decifive blow. General Buonaparte was ne-

verthelefs well informed of the perfidious inten-

tions of the fenate, but hoped that the forces

which he had left in Lombardy, under general

Augereau, would be fufficient to over-awe the

Venetian government. But when the news ar-

rived of general Laudohn's progrefs in the Ty-

rol, and alfo of general Alvinzi's march into

Italy, by Carniola, in the rear of the French,

the report was univerfally circulated that the

French were on the point of laying down their

arms, and that nothing was wanting to render

the viclory decifive but a general movement and

co-operation on the part of the loyal fubjects

of the Venetian government. The influence of

the priefts and nobles was fufficient to blow into

a flame the infurrection which they had been

fecretly
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fecretly preparing. A crufade againil the French,

as regicides and atheifts, was publicly preached

by the priefts as a facred duty : the infurgents,

to the amount of 40,000, were foon equipped,

and formed into regiments under the direction

of regular officers employed in the fervice of

the ftate ; and the French were attacked at Vi-

cenza, Padua, Verona, &c\—and at the laft of

thefe places, on the fecond feftival of Eafter,

the ringing of the bell was the fignal to com-

mence the new Sicilian vefpers by aiTaiTinating

all the French in that city, without excepting

even the fick and wounded in the hofpitals, who,

it is affirmed, were thrown into the Adige

pierced with a thoufand (labs from ftilettoes.

—

Such is the fubftance of the heavy accufations

brought by the French general againil: the Ve-

netian ftate.

Not knowing, or probably fufpefting, how
fpecdily a pacification was likely to take place

between France and the emperor, the tenor of

the anfvver returned by the doge was cold and

evafivc. He pretended indeed, " that the mem-
bers of government were overwhelmed with

affliction at the receipt of general "Buonaparte's

letter ; and afTerted, " that the fenate had ever

entertained the firmeft refolution of maintaining

peace with the French republic ; alleging, that

though fome diforders infeparable from popular

vol. vi. i infurrections
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infurre&ions might have happened, the govern-

ment had taken the neceflary meafures to ap-*

peafe them." It mult be remarked that general

Laudohn, after expelling the French from the

Tyrol, was now defcending from the mountains,

down the banks of the Adige, to join the nu-

merous levies of infurgents in that quarter—ge-

neral Augereau being utterly unable to oppofe

his progrefs. General Alvinzi alfo was rapidly

advancing on the oppofite fide, and had actually

pafled the defiles leading to the Frioul : fo that

the Venetian government conceived general

Buonaparte to be in a moft hazardous fitua-

rion, and regarded all Lombardy as once more

in poffeflion of the Auftrians.

Immediately on figning the preliminaries of

Teoben, general Buonaparte evacuated the Au-

ftrian territory ; and early in May, from his

head-quarters at Palma Nuova, he publilned a

formal declaration of war againft Venice, the

government of which, amazed and confounded

at the threat it contained, " to trample in the

duft the lion of St. Mark," offered no refinance.

On the 12th of May the French army entered

the city of Venice, which, from the foundation

of the republic, a period of 1,300 years, had

never before fubmitted to a foreign yoke. The

Senate and Council of Ten were forthwith abo-

lished, and the three Hate inquifitors put under

arreft.
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arreft. A provisional adminiftration was ap-

pointed, and a municipality of fifty members

chofen under the control of fix commiffioners

nominated by the French general. Thus was

an antient and execrable tyranny, falfely ftyling

itfelf a republic, but which was in reality an

oligarchy of the moft odious kind, fuddenly

and completely annihilated, to the aftonimment

of the world ; but, as foon appeared, from mo-

tives which allow little fcope for praife to the

haughty fubverters of it. The capture of Ve-

nice put the French in poffeflion of a prize

highly important to the republic, which was

the (hipping in the port, with the naval and mi-

litary ftores contained in the magazines and

arfenals of that great city. The Venetian iflands

in the Adriatic and Archipelago, with her Dal-

matian and Iftrian provinces, fhared the fortunes

of the parent itate.

The fall of Genoa fucceeded almoft imme-

diately that of Venice. From the days of An-

drew Doria, a popular or democratic party has

always fubfifted in the Genoefe republic. This

party, from the extraordinary fucceflfes, and no

doubt from the fecret encouragement of the

French, had recently become very formidable

to the government ; and no fooner was the in-

telligence received of the fubverfion of the Ve-

netian government, than a general infurre£tion

1

2

broke
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broke out, which, threatening the fafety of the

ducal palace, compelled the grand council to

declare the patrician government diflblved. A
provisional administration was then appointed,

which, under the avowed influence of the French

general, was foon after fuperfeded by a govern-

ment founded on the model of the republic of

France ; with whom the Genoefe,now afluming

the appellation of the Ligurian Republic, con-

cluded a, treaty of dependence, under the name

of amity. Nearly at this period the Cispadane

and Transpadane governments were united by

general Buonaparte, under the name of the Cis-

alpine Republic, which alfo adopted the French

model as their pattern and exemplar.

The events which paflTed during this fhort

campaign on the Rhine merit no very diilincl

notice. Early in the fpriiag the army of the

Sambre and Meufe, now commanded by gene-

ral Hoche, palled the Rhine at Duffeldorf, and

attacked the Auitrian entrenchments on the

banks of the Lahn with considerable fuccefs,

purfuing the enemy to the gates of Frankfort;

general W^hieck, who commanded, being un-

able to withftand the fuperior force brought

agatnft him. In the mean time general Moreau

Trailed the fame river in the vicinity of Straf-

burg, not without fome lofs from the Auftrian

artillery. But when the whole army had reached

the
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the German ihore, a fierce and bloody conflict

enfued, in which the Auftrians were repulfed,

and the fort of Kehl, which was ilill lying in

ruins, with the park of artillery, and feveral

thoufand prifoners, fell into the hands of the

republicans. The Auftrians retreated precipi-

tately towards the Danube, whither general

Moreau was preparing to follow them, when

the welcome news arrived of the figning of the

preliminaries of peace by the archduke and ge-

neral Buonaparte.

The naval tranfaclions of the prefent year

were, as well as the military events, very impor-

tant and memorable. After all the pompous

threats of invafion, it excited however laughter

rather than alarm, to be officially apprized that

a fmal] French fquadron, confiding of two fri-

gates and two floops, had cait anchor in the

bay of Cardigan, where, on the 23d of Febru-

ary, they difembarked about 1,500 men, with

a proportionable quantity of arms and ammuni-

tion, but without field-pieces. Great exertions

being made by the gentlemen of the vicinity,

before night about 700 men, militia, fencibles,

or yeomen cavalry, were collected in this rude

and unfrequented fpot, together with great

numbers of the peafantry armed with fcythes

and pitchforks. Of this party lord Cawdor af-

fumed the comrr..and ; and, on approaching the

1 3 enemy,
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enemy, he received a letter, figned " Tate,

Chefde Brigade," intimating that the circum-

ftances under which the body of French troops

under his command were landed having ren-

dered it unnecefTary to attempt any military

operation, he propofed a capitulation. This

propofal being accepted^ about noon on the

fucceeding day they laid down their arms, and

furrendered prifoners of war. The two frigates

alfo were captured on their return to Breft, and

the whole expedition proved as unfortunate in

the execution as it was unaccountable in the

defign.

For many months pair, the fleets of France,

Spain, and Holland, had been blocked up in

their harbours by the Britifh fquadrons. At

length, however, the Spanifh fleet, commanded

by Don Jofeph de Cordova, depending on its

great fuperiority of force, left the port of Car-

thagena (February the 4th), and palled the rock

of Gibraltar on the following day. Soon after

they had cleared the Strait this fleet was de-

fcried by the Niger frigate, which immediately

tranfmitted the intelligence to admiral fir John

Jervis, an officer of difringuiihed merit, who
commanded on that ftation. On the night of

the 13th they approached fo near, that their

iignal guns were diftinclly heard. " In this

iituation" the admiral, to ufe his own words,

*' anxioufly
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w anxioufly awaited the day f when the Spa-

nilh fleet was found to confift of no lets than

twenty-feven fail of the line, whereas that of

the Britifli amounted to no more than fifteen.

Far from thinking, in thefe circumftances, of a

retreat, the admiral " bore down with a prefs of

fail upon the enemy before they had time to

connect and form a regular order of battle.

Such a moment (fays the gallant commander,

in his official account) was not to.be loit ; and,

confident in the fkill, valor, and difcipline, of

the officers and men I had the happinefs to

command, and judging that the honor of his

majefty's arms, and the circumftances of the

war in thefe feas, required a confiderable degree

of enterprize, I felt myfelf juftified in depart-

ing from the regular fyftem ; and, pairing through

their fleet in a line formed with the utmoffc ce-

lerity, tacked, and thereby feparated one third

from the main body, after a partial cannonade,

which prevented their rejunclion till the eve-

ning ; and by the very great exertions of the

mips which had the good fortune to arrive up

with the enemy on the larboard tack, the Salva-

dore del Mundo, and San Jofef, of 112 guns

each, the San Nicholas of 80, and the San Ifidro

of 74, were captured, and the aclion ceafed

about five o'clock in the evening," when the

Spaniards made in great confufion for the liar-

i 4 hour



120 GEORGE III.

bour of Cadiz. It was computed that the lofs

of the enemy in this engagement, fo remarkable

for the extraordinary degree of fcience exhibited

in the manoeuvres of the Englifh admiral, could

not fall fhort of 6,000 men, including the killed,

wounded, and prifoners, while that of the Bri-

tifh did not exceed 300, .eighty of whom be-

longed to the crew of the Captain, a third

rate, commanded by commodore Nelfon, who,

notwithstanding the vaft difpariry of force, at-

tacked with the utmoft fury the flag lhip of the

Spanilh admiral, La SantirTima Trinidada of 136

guns. He was mort gallantly fupported by the

captains Trowbridge and Frederick in the Cul-

loden and the Blenheim, who loft between them

no lefs than 118 men ; fo that the whole pref-

fure of the a£iion relied on thefe three mips,

chiefly from the noble eagernefs which they

difplayed to compel the Spanilh admiral to flrike

his flag ; but, though reduced to a wreck, Don
Cordova appeared determined to fmk rather

than fubmit. The honors of the peerage were

moft defervedly bellowed upon the admiral in

reward of his fervices, and the title of Lord St.

Vincent commemorated the place near which

the battle was fought.

The laurels which this gallant commander

acquired on this occaiion were unlortunately

fomething tarnifhed by an injudicious attempt

made.
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made, on very fallacious intelligence, upon the

town of Santa Cruz, in the ifland of TenerifFe. On
the 15th of July, commodore, now admiral, Nel-

fon, arrived before that port with a fquadron of

fevcn fh ips of war ; from which a thoufand men,

under captain Trowbridge, were landed, who
took porTeffion of the town, not, however, with-

out coniiderable reiiitance ; but found them-

felves utterly unequal to the attack of the fort,

the ftrength of which, as well as of the military-

force of the ifland, now affembling, was far

greater than they had been led to expect. Pre-

paring therefore for a retreat, they had the mis-

fortune to learn that the boats were ftoven by

the violence of the furge on the beach. In this

fltuation they were fummoned by the Spanifh

commandant to furrender ; but this the gallant

Trowbridge difdainfully rejected ; faying, " he

would not capitulate as long as he had a man
left alive." On which the Spaniard informed

the captain, by a polite melTage, that, to fpare

the effulion of human blood, he, and what re-

mained of his men, were at liberty to return to

their fliips—not only providing boats for the

purpofe, but, as foon as the convention was

figned, gcnevoufly furniihing them with fupplies

of bifcuit and wine. The lofs of lives in this

wild attempt was equal to that fuftaincd in the

battle of Cape St. Vincent. Admiral Nelfon

himfelf
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himfelf loll his right arm by a cannon ball, two

captains were killed, and a third wounded.

And it is hard to fay by what figure of fpeech

lord St. Vincent, in his official account of this

difaitcr, could think himfelf authorized to affirm,

" that, although the enterprize had not fuc-

ceeded, his majefty's arms had acquired a very

great degree of luftre."

Early in the prefent year an expedition failed

from Port Royal in Martinico, under the com-

mand of fir Ralph Abercrombie and admiral

Harvey, for the Spaniih ifland of Trinidad. On
approaching the gulf of Paria, a Spaniih fqua-

dron of four fhips of the line and one frigate

was difcovered lying at anchor. The prepara-

tions made for an attack were, however, anti-

cipated by the Spaniards themfelves, who fet

fire to their fhips in the middle of the night.

One line-of-battle fliip only efcaped the confla-

gration, and fell into the hands of the Englifli

;

and the next day (February the 18th) a capitu*

lation was iigned by the governor for the whole

of that valuable colony, the garrifon being made

prifoners of war.

Encouraged by this fuccefs an attempt was

made by the fame commanders, in the month of

April following, on the large and important

ifland of Porto Rico. But here they found them-

felves no lefs deceived in their calculations than

lord
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lord St. Vincent at TenerifFe. After difembark-

ing their troops, and approaching the town, it

was found far too ftrong, in its natural and arti-

ficial defences, to be carried by a coup de main -,

and, not being in a condition to undertake a

regular liege, they contented themfelves with a

bombardment, which producing no effect, the

troops re-embarked with the lofs of 200 men,

without adding, in any refpecl, " to the luftre

of his majefty's arms."

Great preparations had been making for many
months in the Dutch ports, as was believed,

with the intention of co-operating with the

French in a fecond invafion of Ireland, at a

period far more critical than the firft. But the

fleet, when completely equipped, had been long

blocked up in the Texel by admiral Duncan,

who commanded a powerful fquadron in thofe

feas. In the be^innino- of October the Britiih

commander quitted his ftation, and retired to

Yarmouth Roads to refit: on which a peremp-

tory order was iflued by the Dutch government

to admiral de Winter, the commander, to Hand

to fea. Admiral Duncan, having very early no-

tice of this movement, got under weigh with

his fquadron, confiding of lixtcen fail of the line,

with the utmoft expedition ; and, on the morn-

ing of the 11th, came in light of the Dutch

fleet, confifting of feventcen fail of the line, but

of
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of inferior fize to the Britifh. Shortening fail in

order to connect the fleet, he faw the land, be-

tween Camperdown and Egmont, three leagues

to leeward of the enemy ; and finding there was

no time to be loft, he threw out the fignal to

engage to leeward, and break the enemy's line.

By this bold manoeuvre, regardlefs of the dan-

ger of a lee-Jliore, he prevented the retreat of

De Winter, who, finding a battle inevitable, en-

gaged with the utmoft bravery. Unfortunately

for him, admiral Story, who commanded in the

centre, fheered off with the greater part of his

divifion at the commencement of the action,

entering the Texel the next day wholly unin-

jured. After this bafe defertion the Dutch

were manifeftly overpowered by fuperior force.

Vice-admiral Onflow, who began the attack,

diftinguifhed himfeif moft gallantly ; and admi-

ral Duncan was feen in the thicker! of the ae-

tion, in which, unlike the engagement off Cape

St. Vincent, every fhip found full and arduous

employment—the Dutch fighting with a degree

of courage which bordered upon defperation.

Admiral de Winter itruck, a mere wreck, to the

Venerable, admiral Duncan's own fhip. The

vice-admiral Reintjies alfo furrendered to admi-

ral Onflow ; and the whole fleet would proba-

bly have been captured, but, under favor of

the night, two or three veffels efcaped into the

Texel.
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Texel. The fliips taken were ten of the line

and two frigates. One of the former, the Delft

of 56 guns, funk within fight of the Britifh coaft.

A more bloody conflict has feldom been fought.

Nine fhips of the Britifh fleet loft more than

700 men ; but this was little to the carnage

which took place amongft the Dutch, of whom
500 were killed and wounded, on board the

admiral and vice-admiral only. The battle was

fought fo near the more, that every manoeuvre

might be diftinctly feen ; and the whole coaft,

for many miles, was crowded with thoufands of

fpe&ators—the melancholy witneffes of the great

difafter which had befallen their country from

a power which profeffed to enter into the pre-

fent war chiefly with a view to their protection.

Great and univerfal rejoicings were made

throughout England for this victory, which was

as important as it was glorious; and which pro-

duced a much greater fenfation than any event

which had happened fmce the triumph of lord

Howe over the French. For although the vic-

tory of lord St. Vincent was admired and cele-

brated by profeffional men as a moft brilliant

and fcientific difplay of nautical Ikill, neither

was it fo decifive as the prefent, or attended

with the fame great and beneficial confequences.

The Dutch hero De Winter received, on his

arrival in England, from the attentions of a. ge-

nerous
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nerous enemy, every confolation that the mag-

nitude of his misfortune admitted. The Britifli

admiral, immediately on his return, was created

vifcount Duncan of Camperdown, in allufion to

that part of the coaft of Holland near which this

memorable battle was fought.

The extreme abfurdity of the new republican

conflitution of France, which, as it were, efta-

blifhed in the fame government two clafhing

and hoftile authorities, very early difplayed it-

felf*. From the very origin of it, in 1795,

acrimonious contentions had taken place upon

fubjecls of the utmoft importance between the

executive and legiflative powers; and the great

legiflative council of Five Hundred feemed well

difpofed gradually to abforb all the political

functions of the Directory into their own vortex.

The executive power was manifeftly deftitute of

the conititutional means of maintaining its con-

ititutional authority. The committees of the' le-

* Nothing, it has been remarked, efcapes the fagacity of

Shakspeare.—In his hiftoric drama of Coriolanus, he very

forcibly expretfes the mifchief and abfurdity of a form of go-

vernment which permits this political folecifm of Imperium in

wipeno.

" They choofe their magiftrate!—and my foul aches

To know, when two authorities are up,

Neither fupreme, how foon confufion

May enter 'twixt the gap of both, and take

The one by th' other." Act III.

giilativc
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giilative council were every thing; the miniilers

of ftate appointed by the Executive Directory

were nothing. So far back as the beginning of

December 1796, the Directory had fent a mef-

fage to the council, ftating the extreme financial

diftrefles of the ftate, and recommending certain

remedial meafures as abfolutely neceflary to be

immediately adopted. This mefTage being re-

ferred to the committee of finances, M. Camus,

the prefident, reported " that the alarming and

defperate ftate of the republic exifted only in

the mefTage ; that a fevere oeconomy would re-

ftore the equilibrium of receipt and expendi-

ture; and that the errors contained in the ftate-

ment were equalled only by the imprudence of

the Directory in making them public." This

language, fo improper to be held from one

branch of the fame government to another, was

the infallible omen of future and alarming dif-

fenlions.

On the 3 lit of January, 1797, a mefTage was

tranfmitted by the Directory to the council of

Five Hundred, announcing the- difcovery of a

royalift confpiracy. It appeared on the evidence

of Ramel, commandant of the national guard,

and others, that the plan of a counter-revolution

had been communicated to them by Dunan,

Brotier, &x. to be effected by the afiiftance of

England. The terrorifts and Jacobins were to

be
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be engaged as aflbciates in this confpiracy, if it

fliould be found the royalifts could not do with-

out them. In the ecritoire of Broti^r were con-

tained fcveral papers, dated at Verona, with the

fignature of Louis XVIII. ; and about the che-

valier Dunan, who had been lately in England,

was found a letter from Mr. Windham, fecretary

at war, in which he f begs him to be perfuaded

that it is not his fault that nothing is decided

respecting the fending of funds for other parties

of the roynlifts."

The confpirators engaged in this crude and

unintelligible plot were referred to a military

tribunal, who condemned Dunan and Brotier

to death, as convicted of the crime of enlifting

men for the enemy, and others of them to dif-

ferent terms of imprifonmciit— the fenteoce of

the two chief confpirators being alfo fubfe-

quently mitigated to the fame punifhment for a

period of ten years.

On 4be 15th of March a meflage was fent

to the council, " that the Directory found the

government too weak to contend againft the

plots of royalifm and anarchy ; that the republic

v. as but a problem, and that the audacity of its

enemies was fuch that ic might almoft be per-

mitted to doubt whether it had any real exif-

tence ; and recommending the impofition of a

new oath of fidelity to the conilitution, and of

hatred
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hatred to royalifm and anarchy, upon the elec-

tors, previous to the choice oF the new third."

This was coldly received by the council, and the

claufe of fidelity only agreed to—that of hatred

to royalifm and anarchy being lilently waved.

On the 20th of May the members of the new
third took their feats in the two councils, and

from this time the oppofition to the Directory

became very formidable. Amongft the number

elected were the generals Pichegru and Jour-

dain, and the famous Barrere, whofe name was

heard with marks of indignation j but, when
that of Pichegru was announced, the whole af-

fembly rafe in honor of the gallant commander

who had rendered fuch eminent fervices to

his country. While Barrere was rejected as an

outlaw, general Pichegru was unanimouflv

chofen prefident ; the fame diftinclion being

conferred upon Barbe Marbois in the fenate, or

council of elders. This augured ill to the Di-

rectory, both of them decidedly favoring the

fecret views of oppofition.

Immediately previous to the meeting of the

councils, a vacancy was declared in the execu-

tive board, Le Tourneur drawing the lot which

difrobed him of the directorial purple. Bar-

thelemi, who had been fuccefsfully engaged

for two years pad at Bafle in negotiating with

the enemies of the republic, was unanimously

vol. vi. k chofen
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chofen to the office of director, though known•&'

to be of the anti-directorial party. Carnot alfo

maintained a good undemanding with the fame

faction, whofe ultimate defigns yet remain en-

veloped in much obfeurity. From this period

almoft every meafure propofed by the Directory

was oppofed, thwarted, and treated with the

moft ftudied marks of difrefpe£t and contempt.

The majority of the directors, Reubel, Lepeaux,

and Barras, were men who neither difplayed

great talents for government, nor were reputed

to pofTefs great virtues as individuals ; but they

were men of daring courage and little fcrupu-

lofity, and who were fecretly but firmly refolved

not tamely to fubmit to the meafures apparently

meditated by their enemies againit them.

On the 14th of June, Defmolieres made a

celebrated report in the name of the committee

of finance, which concluded with a fet of refo-

lutions calculated to transfer the entire autho-

rity, hitherto exercifed by the Directory, over

the public treafury, to the committee. The

council of elders, who perceived, doubtlefs, that

this would render them, as well as the Directory,

cyphers, put their negative upon this decree.

On the 23d of June, Dumolard propofed a com-

mittee to examine the external relations of the

French nation ; and complained greatly of the

dilturbance given, under the fanclion of the Di-

reclorv,
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rectory, to the Venetian, Genoefe, and Helvetic

republics—the conduct, not of the Directory

merely, but of Buonaparte himfelf, being very

feverely fcrutinized. Repeated complaints were

made by the Directory to the council of the fe-

ditious conduct of the emigrant priefts, who

now, under protection of a legiflative provifion

in their favor, returned in great numbers from

their exile j and whom they reprefented as

every-where difturbers of the public peace j and

propofed reilraining laws, which were treated

by the council with contemptuous difregard.

The city of Lyons being declared by the Di-

rectory, in confequence of new infurrections and

diforders amongft the inhabitants, in a ftate of

fiege, the council took great umbrage at this

;

and a refolution parted, on the motion of ge-

neral Jourdain, " that fuch power fliould only

be exercifed in virtue of a decree of the legif-

lative body." On the removal of Benezech,

minifter for home affairs, and Cochon, minifter

of police, who were fuppofed to favour the op-

poiing, and, as they were at this time deemed,

the riling, party in the council, frefh and violent

murmurs were excited ; and, on the motion of

Camille Jourdain, a vote paffed to require of

the Directory a report of the prefent fituation of

the republic. Barras being the director moll:

obnoxious, an attempt was made to deprive him

K2 of
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of his dignity, by making it a queftion whether

he was of the age fpecifled by law on entering

upon his office. But this direSor affirming that

he was precifely forty at the time of his eletlion,,

and no one being able to prove the contrary,, the

fcheme proved abortive.

On the 20th of July the generals Pichegru

and Willot prefented a plan for the re-organiza-

tion of the national guard. The leading fea-

ture of it was to deprive the Directory of the

right of nominating the officers. This was

adopted, and pafled into a decree. About the

fame time the council received intelligence that

a detachment of the army, which was to em-

bark at Bred, had, in their march, paffed

through Ferte Alais, eleven leagues diftant

from Paris j whereas the Conftitutional Acl pro-

hibited all troops from coming within twelve

Jeagues from that city. This threw the coun-

cil into a flame; and, although the order of

march was proved to be written at Aix-la-

Chapelle, by general Richepanfe, who declared

himfelf ignorant of his having violated the con-

ftitutional limits of the acl, and, moreover, that

he did not even know of the exigence of any

fuch prohibition, they were by no means fatis-

fied, and feveral angry refolutions were pafled

upon this occalion, calculated to throw odium

upon the executive government. An addition

was
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was made to the military guard of the council,

and the precife limits of the constitutional radius

around Paris were afcertained by the ereclion of

pillars.

The political horizon of the metropolis was

growing every day more dark arid portentous.

The news of the conteft between the executive

and legislative branches of the government had

reached the armies, and been echoed back in

addreffes to the Directory, promifmg them fup-

port in this conflict againif. their enemies. On
the anniverfary of the 14th of July, general

Buonaparte iffued a declaration, informing his

brave foldiers, " that the country was menaced

with new dangers from the enemies of govern-

ment within. Let us fwear (faid he) by the

manes of thofe who have fallen by our fide in

the caufe of liberty—let us fwear on the colours

we have newly gained—implacable war to the

enemies of the republic, and of the conftitu-

tion !" The armies of Moreau and Hoche fhewed

no lefs zeal in the caufe of the Directory, which

they conceived to be that of the conftitution.

Thefe addreffes were juftly the fubjeft of great

alarm to the council, and meffages were fent 'to

the Directory, to inquire into this infraction of

the conftitution, in permitting the deliberations

of an armed body, and m receiving addreffes

?rom them : alfo a refolution paffed declaring

k 3 every
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every afiemblage of foldiers, convened for the

purpofe of deliberation, criminal, and the pro-

moters of fuch afTemblies liable to punifhment.

Things were now come to a crifis; and, though

no one could tell how the eonteft would end
?
a

great political explofion was univerfally expect-

ed 5 and the majority of the Directory not being

—conformably to the wife policy of the Englifh

confutation, refpecling the executive power-
exempted from perfonal refponfibility, were

urged, by the belt founded apprehenfions for

their own fafety, to the moft defperate and de-

fpotic meafures.

The oppolition in the council manifeftly pro-

ceeded from a combination of caufes, calculated

to produce, upon the whole, a great effect,

though, to all appearance, radically deficient in

harmony of deiign or unity of obj eel.

)ft The conftitution itfelf contained, in its

original ftructure, the jiamina of perpetual dif-

cord, as furnifhing the legiflative council with

irrefiftible motives to the unconftitutional exten-

fion of their powers, and
?
moreover, with the

political means of gratifying whatever their bold'

eft ambition could lead them to attempt.

2dly. A confiderable proportion of the coun-

cil confuted of terrorifts, who frill fighed for the

eftabliihment of the democratic conftitution of

J.793, and who watched with eagernefs every

opportunity
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opportunity of lefTening the credit, and finally

of fubverting the authority, of the exifting go-

vernment.

3dly. Another clafs of the members, but in-

ferior in number, confifted of royalifts --"Very few

probably of the old ftamp, but real friends of

rational liberty, who faw no likelihood of a firm

fettlement but in the reftoration of the mon-

archy, on the principles of the conftitution

eftablilhed by the National Aflembly in 1789.

4thly. A fourth clafs profeffed and probably

entertained a firm attachment to the exifting

conftitution ; but were thrown into the arms of

the oppofition by their own obfervation of the

incapacity, the corruption, and mifmanagemcnt,

which pervaded every branch and department

of the executive government.

Thefe parties making occafional and mutual

conceftions to each other for the fake of main-

taining their joint fuperiority, many refolutions,

feemingly inconfiftent in themfelves, but equally

difagreeable to the Directory, were theneceffary

refult—fome of them highly Jacobinical, and

others no lefs favorable to royalifm. Under all

thefe difcouragements and difadvantages, the

Directory poU'elied one formidable prerogative,

which, when put in the balance, infinitely out-

weighed them all

—

iuz. the command of the

immenfe military force, foreign and domeftic,

of the republic, whole confidence and regard

K >'c they
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they had moll affiduoufly cultivated. Embold-

ened by the late addreffes from the different

armies., they now determined effectually to cruih

all opposition, by the complete deftruction of

their opponents. General Augereau, a bold

and active officer, had been fent from Italy by

Buonaparte, under the pretext of conveying

fome ftands of colours, taken from the enemy,

to the Directory, who entrufted to him the exe-

cution of their project. The executive govern-

ment, which had hitherto held conciliatory lan-

guage, now threw off the mafic, on a day of

public audience, and declared, by the mouth of

the prefident, " that the eternal enemies of

French liberty were redoubling in vain their

efforts to overturn it ; calling in for this purpofe

bands of fanatics and royalifts"—alluding to the

recent relaxation of the laws againfr. refractory

priefts and emigrants; c? but with thefe enemies

of the republic (the prefident faid) the Directory

would make no compromife ; they would fuffer

themfelves neither to be feduced nor affrighted ;

nor would they acknowledge any authorities

but fuch as the conftitution traced out j and

neither the number nor the /pedes of their ene-

mies mould caufe in them any difmay *."

This was the fignal of hoilility; and the mem-

* Aniwer of the prefident to the addreffes of the Ci-alpine

ambaffador and general Bernadotte, on the prcfentation of

ftandards, &c. from Italy.

bers
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bers of oppofition, who had thrown out fuch

haughty menaces againft the Directory, were

now, for the firft time, awakened to a fcnfe oi'

their own danger. Early on the morning of the

18th of Fru&idor, (4th of September, 1797) the

alarm-guns were fired by order of the majority

of the Directory ; for Barthelemi, rcfLifimr to

concur in thefe meafures, was put under arreft,

while Carnot effected his efcape. General Au-
gereau at the fame time received his inftruftions

to furround the hall of the councils with a mi-

litary force. This talk he performed with con-

fummate courage and addrefs. Firft repairing

to the barracks of the legiflative guard, he af-

fured them that he came only to preferve the

conftitution, and to fave the republic from a

confpiracy of royalifts. He was anfwered by

the foldiers with fhouts of Five la Repiiblique !

and they declared their readinefs, in contempt

of the e"xpoft illations and defiance of the threats

of Ramel their commander, to obey his orders

and follow him. Thus reinforced, Augereau

entered the hall, where he found the chiefs of

the oppofition fitting in council, and tardily de-

liberating on the fteps proper to be taken by

them in this emergency. With his own hand,

Augereau feized upon general Pichegru, fo

lately the terror of Europe, and the arbiter of

the fate of nations,—ordering eighteen others

of
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of the members prefent to be arretted, amongft

whom were Boiffy d'Anglas, Bourdon de FOife,

Dumolard, Rovere, Willot, and other diftin-

guiihed (characters. The confpirators, as they

were called, were committed to the Temple,

the halls fhut up, and feals affixed to the doors

by Augereau.

A proclamation was immediately publifhed,

to calm the minds of the people, and announcing

" that, by the vigilance of the government, thofe

dark manoeuvres were detected and overthrown

which had for a whole year fhaken the founda-

tions of the republic, and which were preparing

the way for a new and raoft horrible attack of

royalifm, which aimed at no lefs than the maf-

facre of the Directory and of the deputies faith-

ful to the people;—that the Directory was about

to lay before the nation the authentic documents

which it had collected concerning this deep

find dangerous confpiracy." To the council of

Five Hundred, now fummoned to meet at the

Odeon, formerly a public theatre in the Faux-

bourg St. Germaine, the Directory declared

" that they had been forced to the meafures re-

cently taken." " If (faid they) the executive

power had with-held itfelf from action one day

longer, the republic would have been delivered

up to its enemies— the conduct of the Directory

was marked out by the inftant necellity of being

beforehand
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beforehand with thefe confpirators, who wifhed

to deprive the French of the fruit of their tri-

umphs, and to make this magnanimous na-

tion bow at the feet of the kings it has fub-

dued."

On the next day a Hill more alarming meffage

was fent from the Directory to the council.

" The moment (fay they) is decifive ; if you al-

low it to pafs by, if you hefitate on the meafures

to be taken, if you put off your determination

for an inftant, all will be loft—both you and the

republic. You are at the brink of a volcano—it

is about to fwallow you up j to-morrow will be

too late. You are placed in an unprecedented

predicament—ordinary rules cannot apply to fo

extraordinary a cafe. What mifconceived pity

would place the fate of a few individuals in ba-

lance with that of the republic ?" After this

prologue to the tragi-comic drama preparing to

be a&ed, a committee of fafety, confining of

five perfons, being chofen, Boulay de laMeurthe,

the reporter, afcended the tribune, and made

a long oration, to prove " that the meafures

purfued by the oppoiition party in the council

could have no other object than the reftoration

of royalifm. Without doubt (faid he) an ordinary

tribunal would declare the confpiracy real, and

punifh the authors. But let us declare to

jrance, that not a drop of blood (hall be flied,

—that
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—that the fcaffold of terror fhall not be erected

anew."

Under this fpecious pretence of lenity, there-

fore, he propofed the plan of a decree ; accord-

ing to which, lfr. A great number of the late

elections in the month of Floreal, with others to

the judicial tribunals, were declared either valid

or invalid, as fuited the purpofe of the Direc-

tory. 2dly. About fixty members of the two

councils, and twelve other perfons, had, without

any trial or even examination, the fentence of

deportation paffed upon them, to fuch place as

the Directory fhould determine. Amongft thefe

were the two directors, Carnot and Barthelemi

;

the ex-minifter Cochon ; the generals Pichegru,

Willot, Ramel, and Miranda; with Boifly d'Ani

glas, Bourdon de l'Oife, Pumolard, Paftoret,

Vaublanc, and many other perfons of eminence,

whofe attachment to the caufe of liberty and

the republic there appeared no juft ground to

doubt. 3dly. All individuals whofe names are

infcribed upon the lift of emigrants, and not de-

finitively erafed, fhall quit the territories of the

republic in fifteen days. 4th. Every fociety pro-

feffing principles hoftile to the conftitution of

the third year fhall be fhut up.—All which

paiTed both councils with the greateft unani-

mity.

On the 20th Fruct idor, general Jourdain, whq
had
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had made in good time his peace with the Di-

rectory, moved for the nomination of proper

perfons to fucceed the directors Carnot and Bar-

thelemi. Out of the feveral lifts prefented to

them, the council of elders chofe Francois de

Neufchateau, and Merlin, minifter of the home

department. Thus was the authority of the

Directory eftablifhed at the expenfe only of law,

juftice, equity, and the constitution ; and there

is rcafon to believe that they regarded the victory

as cheaply gained.

After a fhort interval the directors laid before

the councils and the public the j unificatory

proofs, fuch as they were, of the confpiracy

;

which they claimed the merit of extinguishing

by their patriotic vigilance, when on the eve of

a moft horrible explofion. The documents in

queftion have been branded as forgeries of the

Directory ; but if they fcrupled not to forge,

they would certainly have invented what was

more to their purpofe. By far the moft remark-

able of thefe was a paper, the genuinenefs ot

which was atteited by the generals Buonaparte

and Berthier, purporting to be minutes of a

converfation held by M. d'Entragues, an agent

of Louis XVIII. at Venice, with the count

Montgaillard, an emigrant of distinction, relative

to the defigns, at all times carrying on with more

or lefs activity, for the effecting a counter-

revolution.
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revolution. In this paper it is afferted, tnaf

Montgaillard finding Pichegru difpofed to liften

to proportions, the count, in the name of Louis

XVIII. and the prince of Conde, offered him

the rank of marefchal of France, the red rib-

band, the government of Alface, &c. &c. ; re-

quiring of him, in return, to join his army to

that of the prince of Conde, and, delivering up

the fortrefs of Huningue, to march forthwith to

Paris. With this propofal Pichegru refufed to

comply, ftating, " that unwilling to make the

third volume to La Fayette and Dumouriez, he

would do nothing ralhly."—He affirmed, never-

thelefs, (C that his means were great and furej

that they had their roots not only in his army,

but at Paris, in the convention, in the depart-

ments, in the armies of the generals his col-

leagues, who thought, like himfelf, that the

prefent fyftem mult finifh ; that France could

not exift as a republic $ that there mull be a

king ; and that king Louis XVIII." The plan

which he propofed, after putting the flrong

places on the frontier in the hands of his molt

confidential officers, was, on a day conceited,
* e to proclaim the king, to hoift the white ftan-

dard, and to unite his army with thofe of Wurm-

Jer and Conde ; and then to commence his

march to Paris." This propofal was declined

by the prince of Conde, probably becaufe gene-

ral
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ral "Wurmfer had no authority thus to rifk his

army ; but, according to the author of the Mi-

nutes, becaufe the prince, equally flupid and

proud, thought himfelf fure of effecting the

counter-revolution another way, and would not

fliare the glory of it with the Auftrian general.

Many other papers were produced, which

had been tranfmitted by general Moreau to the

Directory, containing ftrong corroborative evi-

dence, that a plot of a very extenfive nature was

going forward, in which many perfons of great

eminence were involved, and general Pichegru

very deeply: and it was now apparent why that

celebrated officer was removed from his com
mand, in the height of his fucceffes. The cloud

of myflery, neverthelefs, which originally hung

over this whole tranfaction, time has not di-

fpelled :—The object of the Directory was to

confound, and not to difcriminate ; and, under

the pretext and cover of an horrible plot, partly

real, partly pretended, fupported by proofs not

adequate to the legal crimination perhaps of any

individual, but fufficient to agitate and terrify

the public mind, to implicate all their enemies,

Jacobins, royalifts, and patriots, in one common
ruin. Thus were the two councils purged of

difaffection and disloyalty; and, being now at

leifure to confider farther the nature and extent

of the danger fo recentlv and happily furmount-

ed,
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ed, they declared " that one of the meafures

of the late confpirators was to deprive the exe-

cutive power of the moral and conftitutional

means of carrying on its functions ; to arraign

every part of its conduft, and, by degrees, de-

prive it of each of its prerogatives, and thus

bring it to its difiblution." To guard againft

the return of a peril fo dreadful—exclufive of

various other legiilative regulations, by one of

which the operations of the primary affemblies

m no lefs than forty-nine departments were

declared null and void—they fubje&ed the care

t>f the liberty of the prefs, for the term of one

year, to the infpe&ion of the police ; and the

liberty of fpeech in the council was confined to

the privilege, ftill generoufly left them, of ap-

plauding the wifdom and activity of the execu-

tive government.

In the beginning of the month of June, lord

Grenvillc had made, on the part of the king

of Great Britain, a third effort to effect a pa-

cification with France, by a direel: application

to M. de la Croix, declaring himfelf authorized

to propofe, without delay, to enter, in fuch

manner as {hall be judged moft expedient, upon

the difcuilion of the views and pretentions of

each party. A polite anfwer was immediately

returned by M. de la Croix, expreiling the ex-

treme fatisfaction with which the Directory

would
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would receive the overtures which mould be

made to it by the court of England"; and Lifle

was fixed upon as the place of meeting.—On
the 17th of June lord Grenville, in a well-writ-

ten letter, Hated, " that the powers of the ara-

ballador would be fo full as to include every cafe,

and to conclude any articles or treaties conducive

to the fpeedy eftablifhment of peace, which (faid

his lordihip) is the fole object of his million

—

and informing the Directory that his majefty

had made choice of the fame minifter to reprefent

him on this as on the former occafion."—M. de

la Croix, in reply, figniiied " the content of the

Directory, that the negotiation fhould be opened

with lord Malmefburv. Another choice would,

however, (faid he) have appeared to the Di-

rectory to augur more favorably for the fpeedy

conclufion of peace." This was an early ftep

towards the creating of a mifunderftanding.

That the Directory had reafon to except againft

the re-appointment of lord Malmefbury, from

the disingenuous manner in which he had exe-

cuted his former commiffion, muft be allowed j

that the fecond nomination of a man fo poli-

tically obnoxious was highly impolitic, cannot

be doubted ; but no objection having been

made by M. de la Croix, in his firft letter to

that nobleman, it would furely have argued

more wiidoni and temper in the French go-

yol. vi. l vernment
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vernment to have waved this invidious of>

fervation altogether. Lord Grenville, in his ae>

cuftomed cold, haughty, and repuliive manner,

from which he had in his laft difpatch happily

deviated, replied to M.de la Croix, " that lord

Malmefbury will, without delay, proceed to

Lille, to enter into a negotiation with the

French plenipotentiaries for the completion of

a definitive treaty—the remark of the Directory,

upon the choice which his majefty had thought

fit to make of his plenipotentiary, being cer-

tainly of a nature not to require any anfwer*"."

On

* " On the 30th of December, 1 796," fays the admirable

writer fo often quoted in this volume, " Mr. Pitt informed

the houfe of commons, ' that the king's ambaffador had been

difmiffed with every mark of ignominy and infult; that a flu-

died infult, refined and matured by the French Directory,

had been offered to his Britannic majefty.' And then he afked,

' whether, after the king's minifter had been ordered, in the

mofl infulting manner, to leave the territories of France ; after

our propositions had been flighted, and our ambaffador in-

fulted; were we, by ifending couriers to Paris, to proftrate our-

felves at the feet of a ftubborn and fupercilious government,

to do what they require, and to fubmit to whatever they

*nay impofe ? I hope there is not a hand in his majefty's

councils which would fign the propofal ; that there is not a

heart in this houfe who would fanclion the meafure; and that

there is not an individual in the Britifh dominions who would

aft as the courier.'—Such language, whether true or not, may
ferve to inflame a popular alfembly, but is not fafe or juftifia-

ble in a minifter of ftate. How can he adhere to it without

perpetual war? How can he retract it without everlafting in-

famy ?
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On the part of the Directory were nominated,

as plenipotentiaries, the citizens Le Tourneur,

late member of the Directorial Council, Ple-

ville, and Maret, men of fenfe, moderation,

and fagacity. The firft difpatch of lord Malmef-

bury to lord Grenville is dated July the 11th,

in which he mentions " that he had, in a con-

ference with the French commiilioners, on the

8th, given in the projet precifely as he had re-

ceived it from his lordfhip. This the commif-

fioners had tranfmitted to the Directory. But

in the mean time, and till their anfwer arrived,

M. Ie Tourneur and his colleagues expreflfed

their wi flies to difcufs fome infulated points not

referred to in the projet, but which were affirmed

tO be " INSEPARABLY CONNECTED with the

general fubjee~T. of peace." Firft, It was ob-

ferved in the fubfequent conference, ** that in,

the preamble of the projet the title of King of

France was ufed. " This title (it was con-

tended by the commiffioners) could no longer

be infifted on ; the abolition of it was in a man-

ner effential to the full acknowledgment of the

famy ? The French made no apology. They offered no re-

paration. Yet, in lefs than fix months, when the minifter

himfelf had fo degraded the office, that no gentlemen ought

to have accepted of it, the fame hand was found to fign, the

fame heart to fancfion, and the fame courier to carry the

meffage exa&ly to the fame parties."

' Que/Hon Stated^ pp. 11, 12.

l 2 French
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French republic," A government truly wife

would have been happy to have embraced any

favorable opportunity of difcarding a title which

was worfe than nothing, and vanity ; it was a

Handing caufe of irritation—a permanent mo-

nument of injustice. An ambatTador truly able

would have yielded the point with franknefs

—

pleafed, by fo eafy a conceffion, to infufe that

ipirit of good humour into the negotiation fo ef-

fential. to its ultimate fuccefs : But lord Malmef-

bury, a genuine difciple of the old fchool, and

wholly deltitute of that force of penetration

which at once perceives and recognizes the ne-

ceffity of conforming to circumftances in new
fituations, propofed a feparate article, fimilar to

that inferted in former treaties, as fufficiently

obviating the difficulty. The French plenipo-

tentiary replied, " that it was to the title itfelfj

as well as to any right which might be fuppofed

to arife from it, that they objected."—" This

mode of reafoning (lord Malmelbury tells the

Englilh fecretary of flare) he could fcarcely allow

himfelf to treat ferioufly." But why it mould

not be treated ferioufly feems impoffible to con-

jecture. It was not only pardonable but pro-

per for the French republican government to

require the renunciation in queltion. If it ap-

peared upon the very face of the thing prepof-

terous that the king of England ihould ftyle

himfelf
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himfelf King of France to the end of time,

what period could be more fuitable to the relin-

quishment of fuch a ridiculous affumption than

the precife moment when England acknow-

ledged the validity of a government in France

which had for ever abolifhed King-ftiip.—Lord

Malmefbury thought fit, however, to enter into

an elaborate defence of this idle pretention.

" He endeavoured (he fays) to make them feel

that it was cavilling for a mere word." On
the part of England this propofition was moft

certainly true ;—as applied to France, it was as

certainly falfe. Suppofing the Directory of

France had chofen to ftyle themfelves the Di-

rectory of England, would it have been a mere

cavil in the EnglifTi government to have object-

ed to their prefumption ? When a claim is ad-

vanced abfurd in itfelf, and revolting to the

feelings of mankind, to except againft it is not

f( cavilling," even allowing fuch claim to be

unattended with actual inconvenience : But to

require this relinquishment of title was more

than probable— it was juft and rational in France;

for it was afking the removal of an antient and

rooted caufe of irritation and offence ; and to

• efufe this relinquishment was irrational in Eng-

land at any time, more efpecially at the com-

mencement of a moft important negotiation,

l Z which
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which the fpirit of wifdom and conciliation

only could bring to a happy imie. A minifter

who did not fee this grand truth clearly and

diitine~tly was utterly unfit to be employed in fo

momentous a concern ; and this firft falfe ftep

of lord Malmefbury fhewed, in a ftriking man-

ner, how well founded was the prefentiment of

the Directory, that the appointment of this no-

bleman augured ill to the fuccefs of the nego-

tiation. Though fcarcely could he allow him-

felf, as he profefles, to treat the fubje£r. feriouily,

he entered into a very dull and tedious harangue,

to prove how confiftent it was with the dignity

and fecurity of the republic to fuffer this ob-

noxious title to be retained—quoting, unfortu-

nately for the honor of England, the lofty ti-

tles aflumed by the feeble and falling monarchs

of Sardinia and Sicily, as examples exactly in

point. The French commiffioners were much

more eafily convinced that the fecurity of the

republic was not concerned in this difcuffion

than of the dignity of it : and, in fact, the dig-

nity of both nations, if national dignity includes,

in the definition of it, common fenfe, equally re-

quired the facrifice of this folly. After much

difputation, lord Malmefbury arguing (as he

fays) in vain, could not avoid taking it for re-

ference,—leaving upon the minds of the French

commiffioners
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commiffioners an impreffion relative to his di-

plomatic talents, the molt diitant in the world

from that of refpecl and confidence*.

" The Jecond infulaled point (continues lord

Malmefbury) was a very material one indeed,

and came upon him very unexpectedly. It

was to afk a reflitution of the fhips taken at

Toulon, or an equivalent for them." The am-

baflador replied, •* that this claim was fo per-

fectly unlooked for, that it was impoffible for him

to have been provider] for it in his inftruclions ;

but that his own private fentiments were, that

they could not have devifed a ftep more likely

to defeat the great end of their million." His

lordfhip faid, " that he did not fee where this

equivalent was to be found, or how it was to

be appreciated ; and he trufted that this very

* Certainly the fagacious Hume did not regard this abfurd

and unjuft alTumption of tide in the light which lord Malrnef-

bury leems fo eager to place it in, if we may judge from

the following quotation :
—" From this period," (A.D. 133&)

fays that philofophical hiftorian, "when Edward III. firft took

upon him the title of King of France, we may date the com-

mencement of that great animofity which the Engl i ft) natioa

have ever iince borne to the French, which has fo viiible an.

influence on all future tranfaftions, and which has been, and

continues to be, the fpring of many raih and precipitate re»-

folutions amongtt them."

" When will ambition (fays another refpe&able hiftorian)

lillen to the voice of reafon and humanity, and permit man*

Kind to enjoy the gifts of nature and providence in peace ?"

Henry , vol. X. p. 82.

l 4 inad-
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inadmiflible propofal would be withdrawn."

The/ faid it was not in their power ; and one

of the commiffioners read from their written

inftructions a paflage which confirmed the af-

fertion.—As lord Malmefbury, in his feveral

letters, is much more full in reporting his own
arguments than thofe of his adverfaries, it may,

in jufrice to the French commiffioners, be pro-

per to ftate the nature of their claim fairly and

explicitly. It (lands thus :
—" Lord Hood was

admitted into Toulon, and took pofleffion of the

fhips, &c. on the following condition, viz. That

when peace ihall be re-eftabli filed in France,

the fhips and forts which ihall have been put

into the hands of the Englifh mall be reftored

to the French nation, in the fame ftate they

were in when the inventory was delivered. By

treating with the republic you acknowledge the

exiftence of a competent government, to which

every reltitution due to the French nation ought

to be made. You cannot pretend that you hold

the mips taken at Toulon as a depofit in truft

for Louis XVIIL when, by making a perpetual

peace with the republic, you are yourfelves par-

ties to an act which annihilates the pretenfions

of that perfon. Neither could even he have any

claim to the reftitution, unlefs he were in pof-

feffion of the throne. Ships of war, magazines,

&c. are national property, not within the per-

fonal
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fonal ownerfhip of princes much lefs removable

with their perfons : they are the fixtures of

the ftate, which even the fovereign in pofTef-

fion cannot alienate from the defence or fervice

of the country. We demand the reftitution as

reprefentatives of the French nation, which you

acknowledge us to be, and precifely in the terms

of your own engagement*." Lord Malmefburv

rejects the claim, without attempting to anfvver

the plea ; for it furely is no anfwer to an ar-

gument to fay that you are furpri/ed at it. As

for its being " unlooked for," no fubjecl was

more frequently mentioned in England, or more

likely to be infilled upon by France. The fame

thing may indeed be remarked of the firft of

thefe infulated proportions.

" The third queftion (fays lord Malmefbury)

was, as to any mortgage we might have upon

the Low Countries, in confequence of money

lent to the emperor by Great Britain. They

wilhed to know if any fuch exifted ; fince, as

they had taken the Low Countries, charged

with all their incumbrances, they were to de-

clare that they fhould not confider themfelves

bound to anfwer any mortgage given for mo-

ney lent to the emperor for the purpofe of car-

rying on war againft them. I told them, that,

without replying to this queftion, fuppofing the

* Vide ( Question Stated,' pp. 15, 16.

cafe
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cafe to exifl, the exception they required mould

have been ftated in their treaty with the em-

peror, and could not at all be mixed up in ours;

that if they had taken the Low Countries as

they flood charged with all their incumbrances,

there could be no doubt what thofe words

meant ; and that if no exception was ftated in

the firft inftance, none could be made with a

retro-acYive efFecl:. The French plenipotentia-

ries, however, were as tenacious on this point

as on the other two : and as I found, to every

argument I ufed, that they confrantly oppofed

their inftructions, I had nothing to do but to

defire that they would give me a written paper,

ftating their three claims, in order that I might

immediately tranfmit it to your lordlhip ; and,

on this being promifed, our conference broke

up."—As lord Malmefbury has entirely omitted

to date the ground on which the French com-

miffioners relied their firft claim, it can only be

conjectured that they actually did, as they cer-

tainly might with good reafon, allege the inva-

lidity of any mortgage title upon the revenues

of the Low Countries, granted by the emperor

at a time when the countries themfelves were

not in his porTeffion ; and that, although the

cafe of the Englifh mortgage might not be in

immediate contemplation at the moment when
the article of ceffion was framed, it could never



GEORGE III. 155

be fuppofed the intention of the French govern-

ment to fanclion fo great an abfurdity as to ad-

mit that the revenues of a territory actually con-

quered by them, could, according to any rule of

equity or common fenfe, be mortgaged by their

former poffeffor for the exprefs purpofe of carry-

ing on the war againll them.—Even had the

claim on the part of the French been wholly

arbitrary, it was not furely a point worth con-

tending ferioufly about, confidering the degree

of eitimation in which the Imperial fecurities

were held on the London Exchange ; and, by

provijionally conceding this and the former points

with cheerfulnefs and facility, reciprocal con-

ceiTions might have been reafonably expected

from France, and the negotiation would have

proceeded under happy aufpices.

The projet delivered by lord Malmefburyto

the commiffioners of France was founded pro-

feffedly on the Jlatus quo ante helium, with fuch

exceptions as mould be fripulated by fpecific

articles of the treaty—the French engaging to

procure for the Houfe of Orange, at a general

peace, an adequate compenfation for the lofs of

their hereditary dignities. Several blanks were

of courfe left in the projet, to be filled up as the

negotiation went forward. The French com-

miffioners, expreihng their withes that lord

Malmefbury would inform them in writing in

what
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what mode he meant to propofe that thefe

blanks Ihould be filled up, the Englifh ambaf-

fador inferted in the 13th article, relative to

Spain, the words " with the exception of Tri-

nidad, which (hall remain in full pofTeffion to

his Britifh majefly,"—adding that this was in-

tended to balance the augmentation of power

accruing to France from the acquilition of the

Spanilh part of St. Domingo.

In the 1 4th article, relative to Holland, lord

Malmefbury inferted the words " with the ex-

ception of the town, fort, and eftablifhment of

the Cape of Good Hope ; and of the poffefuons

which belonged to the Dutch before the war in

the ifland of Ceylon ; and of the town and fort

of Cochin^ which fhall be ceded to his Britannic

majefty in exchange for the town of Negapat-

nam, with its dependencies." In the fame note

lord Malmefbury fignified that the pofitive de-

mand of the French commiffioners, of an entire

reflitution of the pofleffions belonging to France

before the war, would not be an infuperable

obftacle to the negotiation.

It would be great injuftice not to admit-—

confidering the number and value of the con-

quers made by England during the war, and,

pre-fuppofmg the propriety of treating Holland,

for whofe defence we entered, or pretended to

enter, into the war, as an enemy—that the pro-

pofals



GEORGE III. 157

pofals of the court of London on this occafion

were very reafonable and moderate—certainly

as much fo as the French themfelves could

poflibly expecl. So that if the preliminary de-

mands had been, with a good grace, complied

with, the negotiation would, in all probability,

have terminated fpeedily and happily *. But,

in confequence of the pertinacious and irritating

oppofition of Lord Malmefbury, to whom, on

this occafion at leaft, great powers were entruft-

ed, and on whofe diplomatic addrefs and abi-

lity every thing at this important moment de-

pended, the negotiation fuddenly affumed a mod
unpleafant and ominous appearance.

* It would indeed have manifefled a degree of wifdom and

magnanimity too rare and exalted to become the fubjedt of

practical dilcuilion, for England to have reflored, voluntarily

and generouily, all her conqueits made during the prefent

war—and which were, in fad, no better than fplendid in-

cumbrances. It is remarkable, that a hundred and thirty

years before this time, when Britain could boaft of very fevr

foreign polfeffions, fir William Temple, ambatTador to the

States General, at his firfl; audience, declared, " that the king

his mafter, contented with thofe great and powerful kingdoms

which God had given him, coveted nothing from his- neigh-

bours, nor had he other thoughts or withes befide thofe of

the common peace and repoie of Chriftendom." And queen

Elizabeth, in one of her fpeeches to parliament, avowed,
" that though it might be thought fimplicity in her, fhe had

not thought to advance he territories and enlarge her domi-

nions, albeit opportunities had ferved her to do it." Happy !

had the policy of this great priucefs never been departed

from.

On
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On the 10th of July the French plenipotenti-

aries delivered to lord Malmefbury a formal

official note, in which they inform his lordfhip,

te that they have the pofitive orders of the Di-

rectory, to require : lft. The renunciation of the

title of king of France borne by his Biitannic

majefty. 2d. The minifters plenipotentiary of

the republic are ordered to demand the reftitn-

tion of the veflels taken or deftroyed at Toulon.

3d. The minifters plenipotentiary have orders

to demand, and do demand, the renunciation,

on the part of his Britannic majefty, of the mort-

gage on Belgium."

On the 13th of July lord Grenville wrote a

very remarkable letter to lord Malmefbury, in

which he fays, " that the preliminary demands

of the French minifters have been received by

the court of London with great furprize. On
the fubject of the Netherlands, as connected

with the Auftrian loans (fays his lordihip) it is

conceived that any explanation between his ma-

jefty and the French government is wholly un-

necefiary. The loans raifed in England for the

Service of the emperor of Germany, and guaran-

tied by act of parliament, here reft, as your

lordfhip will perceive by the annexed copy of

the convention on that fubjeel:, upon the fecu-

rity of all the revenues of the hereditary domi-

nions of his Imperial majefty. They do not

feem
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(hem in any manner to come under the defcrip-

tion contained in the fixth article of the preli-

minaries between Auttria and France, refpe£t-

ing mortgages upon the foil of the Netherlands,

on which ground alone France could have any

pretence to interfere in the bufinefs. On the

other two points I have nothing to add to the

obfervations which your lordfhip has already

made upon them j and we can therefore only

wait with impatience for the anfwer to the pro-

Jet delivered by your lordfhip, which will enable

us to form a judgment on the intentions of the

government with whom we are treating."

Here then one obftacle, at leaft, to the treaty,

after all the previous and invidious oppoiition

of lord Malmefbury, is effectually removed j for

the third preliminary of France it feems related

to the renunciation of an ideal claim which

Great Britain had no intention to bring forward.

But if France thought that (lie might be fup-

pofed to have contracted an obligation to Eng-

land, by accepting the cefiion of the Nether-

lands with all the incumbrances, it was not

officious in her, but a mark of good faith, to re-

quire, formally, a releafe from that engagement.

On this point, however, it now appeared that

the fentiments of both governments were pre-

cifely the fame.

On the perufal of lord Grenville's letter, it is

very
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very apparent that the fecretary had fallen into

the very fame fatal error with the ambaffador,

and that neither had political penetration fuffi-

cient to perceive the extreme importance which

the French attached to their preliminary de-

mands, although they were all, in facl, points of

honor infinitely more than of intereft. Theory?

of the three was too obvioufly fo to require a

comment. As to the fecond, the French pleni-

potentiaries themfelves obferved, " that, with-

out a reftitution of the fhips, an equivalent

might be found to efFe£t the purpofe deilred,

fince their great objeEl was that fomething mould

appear to prove that this juft demand had not

been over-looked by them, and was not left

unfatisfied by us." Not a fyllable had been

urged by lord Malmefbury to evince the impro-

priety or injuftice of this claim -> yet lord Gren-

ville declares, that he has nothing to add to his

lordihip's obfervations. With refpeel; to the in-

tereft which the French government might con-

nee! with the third claim, as the mortgage in

queftion extended to the revenues of all the

emperor's hereditary dominions, it is evident

that, admitting the reponlibility of the Low
Countries, the proportion which would attach

to them muft be extremely inlignificant. Thefe

demands, which appeared to the French govern-

ment fo juft and reafonable in themfelves, and

fo
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fo little injurious to England to grant, were re-

fufed in that fpirit of disingenuous cavil, which

feemed to indicate, thr.t lord Malmeibury deem-

ed it the firft, if not the fole, duty of an ambaf-

fador, to object to every proportion that could

be advanced, and to refrain from every concef-

fion that might be required. Such were the

unfavorable omens under which the difcuffion

of the Engliih projet commenced.

On the 13th of July a conference upon this

fubj eel was held between the Engliih ambaiTa-

dor and the French commiffioners ; when the

latter ftated their objections to the fecond article,

importing the renewal of former treaties con-

cluded at Nimeguen, Ryfvvick, Utrecht, &x„

&c. as containing many particulars fuperfluous,

irrelevant, and even difcordant to the prefent

order of things. The difcuffion was conducted

with decorum and propriety, and it was at laft

agreed to enter into an attentive inveftigation of

the feveral treaties fpecified, in order more

clearly to afcertain the force of the objection *

The French miniiiers laid, cf that their lincere

and only deiire was, that the treaty we were

now entering upon might be fo framed as to

fecure permanency, the objecl: for which it was

intended :" and lord Malmeibury rejoined, " that

nothing could be fo confonant to his orders, or

the intentions of his royal matter." .

vol. vi, m On
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On the 1 5th of July the ambafiador received a

note from the French legation, which certainly

appeared, upon the face of it, very extraordi-

nary—importing, that they had received frefh

orders from Paris,, requiring them to make the

following declaration.—" There exiff. in the

public and fecret treaties by which the French

republic is bound to its allies, Spain and the

Batavian republic, articles by which the three

powers relpe&ively guarantie the territories pof-

fefled by each of them before - the war. The

French government, unable to detach itfelf from

the engagements which it has contracted by

ih^Ce treaties, eftabliihes, as an indifpenfable

preliminary of the negotiation for the peace

with England, the confent of his Britannic ma-

jefty to the reftitution of all the poffemons which

he occupies, not only from the French republic s

but, further and formally, of thofe of Spain and

the Batavian republic. In confequence, the

underligned minifters plenipotentiary requeft lord

Malmefbury to explain himfelf with regard to

this reftitution, and to confent to it, if he is

authorized to do fo ; if not, and in the contrary

cafe, to fend a meffenger to his court, in order

to procure the neceffary powers."

Unqueftionably the Directory were thrown

into extreme ill-humour by the obltinacy of lord

Malmefbury's apportion to the preliminary de-

mands-,
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mands, and the defpicable chicanery of his ar-

guments. And, fufpecting the extent of his

powers, which had been in the former inftance

fo limited, and jealous that the court of London

meant, as before, merely to trifle with them—

-

which does not appear to have been the fact,

for neceflity had produced fincerity, though it

failed to create wifdom—they had recourfe to

this method of folving their doubts. Lord

Malmefbury properly replied, " that he had no

hefitation in declaring to them that his injlruc-

tions did by no means authorize him to admit

as a preliminary principle, that which their de-

claration feemed intended to eftablifhj"—but,

previous to fending off a meffenger to his court,

his lordfhip propofe^d a conference for the pur-

pofe of explanation. In this conference the

French commiffioners were unanimoufly of opi-

nion that the demand of the Directory was by

no means intended to preclude difcuffion : on

the contrary, they invited propofals from the

ambaffador, faying, " if they mould be found

fuch as it will be impoilible for us to admit,

we will, on our fide, bring forward others for

your court to deliberate upon.'*

Notwithstanding this explanation of the com-

miffioners, lord Grenville, in reply, (July 20)

declares the claim in queftion to be (o extrava-

gant as to afford a ftrong prefumption of a deter-

m 2 mination
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mination to preclude all means of accommoda-

tion, and that nothing in this cafe remains but

to oppofe with energy a fyftem tending to per-

petuate a Hate of war in Europe. The letter

of lord Grenville, which is a very long one,,

difcovers an extreme deficiency in diplomatic

ability. If the French government in the late

note meant to include the instructions as well

as powers of lord Malmefbury, the negotiation

muft necefTarily be at an end, the demand being

equally abfurd and infolent : if to his powers

onlv, as the commiflioners themfelves underftood

it, the difficulty was eaiiiy and at once obviated,

by vetting in him the full powers required, and

leaving him to his difcretion,—or, if neceflaiy.

limiting him, by his instructions, in the exer-

cife of thofe powers. But the letter of lord

Grenville confifts of a vehement declamation

againft a demand, which, in the fenfe of the

declaimer, was never intended to be made.

Far, however, from bearing the marks of iniin-

cerity, the letter difcovers great anxiety that

the negotiation mould proceed, even if the

projet offered by England were wholly with-

drawn, and that a difpofition on the part of

France appeared rather to treat upon the bafis

of a contre-projet of their own framing. And
the treaty of Pilnitz having been mentioned in

the courfe of the late conferences, lord Malmef-

bury
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bury is exprefsly authorized to ftate to the French

commiilioners, " that if any fecret treaty was, in

fa£t, concluded at the interview at Pilnitz, be-

tween the late emperor and the king of Pruffia

—which (continues his lordlhip) is to fay the

leaft very doubtful in point of fa£t— this,, at leaft,

is certain, that his majefty was no party to fuch

treaty, and not only was not then included in it,

but has never fince adhered to it, nor even been

apprized of its contents."

The next conference between lord Malmef-

bury and the French commiilioners took place

on the 23d of July. The French plenipoten-

tiaries, after hearkening with great patience to

the long harangue of the ambanador, founded

on the letter of lord Grenvilie, engaged thata

correct report of what he had faid Ihould be

tranfmitted forthwith to the Directory ; and

they readily allowed the equity of the propor-

tion, either to accede to the projet offered by

him, or to bring forward one of their own. But

they afferted, " that as long as they were bound

by their inftruclions not to give way on the

proportion now fo decidedly rejected, it was

impoffible for them to move a ftep without new
orders from the Directory." A paper was, at

the requeft of the commiilioners, put into their

Jiands by lord Malmefbury, ftating, in mild lan-

guage, the unreafonablenefs of the demand made

m 3 by
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by the Directory, and the impoflibility of com-

plying with it. This was a great political er-

ror ; for the commiflioners had already admitted

the unreafonablenefs of the demand, in the

fenfe fo juflly ofFenfive to the court of London j

and had it been complied with in the fenfe of

the commiffioners, the obftacle which oppofed

itfelf to the farther progrefs of the negotiation

would have been at once removed, and no poffi-

ble inconvenience could have refulted from the

conceffion.

The paper in queftion being tranfmitted by

the commiffioners to the Directory, with their

own report of the conference, an interval of no

lefs than fourteen days palled over in filence.

At length, on the 6th of Auguft, the commif-

fioners informed lord Malmeibury, that they had

received letters from Paris, informing them, that

the Directory had taken the fubject into their

moil ferious confideration, and would acquaint

them as foon as poffible with the remit. On
lord Malmefbury's intimating how impomble it

was that his Britannic majefty mould not be hurt

at this demur on fo very fimple a point, one of

them faid, " You ought to augur favorably from

it ;
your note was a refufal to agree to what was

ftated by the Directory in their inftructions to us
'

as a fine qua non.—If the Directory were deter-

mined to perfift in this fine qua non> they would

have
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have faid fo at once. The time they take to

deliberate, indicates, beyond a doubt, that they

are looking for fome temperament."

On the 12th of Auguft lord Malmeibury again

expreffed to the commiffioners his chagrin, "that

day after day ihould pafs without making a pro-

grefs in the bufinefs for which they were met,

and that it was material to make good the time

they had loft." The commiffioners, in reply, de-

clared (C that he would not think it time loft if

he knew how it was applied.—We will not fcru-

ple to tell you, faid one of them, though we
feel we ought not yet to do it officially, that we
are confulting with our allies; that we have com-

municated to them all that has pafled here ; we
have ftated, that, unlefs they mean to continue

the war, they muft releafe us from our engage-

ments, and enable us, in a certain degree, to

meet your proposals."

On the 28th of Auguft the French plenipo-

tentiaries informed lord Malmefbury, " that the

Jaft anfwer from Holland was fo unfatisfaclory,

that the Directory had ordered it to be referred

to the Dutch government for explanation, which

would induce fome longer delay."

On the 4th of September the important event

known by the name of the Revolution of Fruc-

tidor took place in Paris; and on the 11th of

September the whole French legation was re-

m 4 called
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called, and the citizens Treilhard and Bonnier

appointed in their room, who arrived on the

13th. M. le Tourneur and his colleagues made,

on parting, handfome compliments to lord

Malmefbury, on the loyaute et franchise with

which he had acled during the whole of the

negotiation. And it muft be allowed that the

language ufed by this ambaffador, both in fpeak-

ing and writing, was uniformly mild and tempe-

rate ; as his manners were alfo polite and pleaf-

ing. His general deportment was open and ho-

norable, and no juft fufpicion of deceit can, on

this occaiion at leaft, attach either to his cha-

racter or million. He was deficient only in that

fuperiority of difcernment, and intellectual com-

prehension, which, in circumftances fo new and

critical, were eflentially requilite to the ends of

his appointment—in that confummate addrefs

which can fojve or fever every difficulty, in order

to attain the purpofe it has in view.

In the very firft conference held by lord

Malmefbury with the new plenipotentiaries,

September 14, it was (fays his lordthip) declared

by them " to be a confideration of primary im-

portance, in every negotiation, to afeertain the

extent of the powers with which the negotiators

are vefted ; that he would find theirs to be very

ample ; and that, as it was neceffary to the fuc-

cefs of our difcuilions that mine mould be equal-
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]y fo, they had it in command to prefent a note,

the objecl: of which was, to enquire whether I

was authorized to treat on the principles of a

general reftitution." Lord Malmeibury expreffed

his furprize at the repetition of this demand, and

attempted, as in the former inftance, to Ihew the

extreme unreafonablenefs of it, and how inevita-

bly it mull, if in fitted upon, preclude all difcuf-

fion or negotiation whatever. What lord Malmef-

bury fubjoins on this head is very remarkable

:

" I mail not (fays his lordihip) attempt to follow

the French minifrer through the very elabo-

rate, and certainly able, fpeech he made in re-

ply, with the view to convince me that the

enquiry into the extent of my full powers was

the ftrongeft proof the Directory could furnifh

of their pacific intention, and the fhorteft road

they could take to accompliih the defired end.

It was in order to give activity to the negotia-

tion

—

aEliver was his word—and to prevent its

ftagnating, that this demand was made fo fpe-

cifically ; and he intimated to me that it was im-

poflible for the Directory to proceed till a full

and fatisfaclory anfwer had been given to it.

The avowal of having powers to a certain ex-

tent, he faid, did not imply the neceffity of ex-

ercifmg them ; that it was the avowal alone for

which they contended, in order to determine at

once the form the negotiation was to take ;
—

that
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that the note and the time prefcribed in it were

in. confequence of the molt pofitive orders from

the Directory ; and that if I drew from it a con-

clusion different from the affurances they had

made me in the name of the Directory, I did

not make the true inference."

It is really aftonifhing that, after M.Treilhard

had fo clearly explained the nature of the de-

mand, lord Malmefbury fhould ftill, in his reply,

infill " that their queftion went not to the ex-

tent of his full powers, but to require of him

the nature of his inftructions.—The French mi-

nifter (fays his lordfhip) ftrove to prove to me,

that the claiming a right of enquiry into the

nature of the difcretionary authority confided in

the minifter by no means implied an intention to

a£t up to its utmoft limits : and he Subjoined,

* in drawing up your anfwer, do not forget the

force of the arguments I have ufed, or, in your

report to your court, the affurances we have

given of the earneft wifh of the Directory to

terminate the war." And both plenipotentia-

ries—perhaps concerned that, by the order of

their government, they were compelled to Hand

upon this etiquette—were moil warm in their pro-

tections that nothing could be lefs hoftile than

the fpirit of their commiffion, and that the

idea of this negotiation breaking off was as far

from their thoughts as their wifhes. At length

the
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the conference broke up without any favorable

jmpreffion made upon the mind of the Engliih

minifter. An official note, containing the de^

mand fo obnoxious to the Englifh court, was im-

mediately tranfmitted to lord Malmeibury ; to

which his lordfhip anfwered, " that he neither

could nor ought to treat upon any other prin-

ciple than that of compenfations." On the

next day (September 16) another note arrived

from the French commiffioners, apprizing his

lordfliip that a decree of the Directory had

paffed, fignifying, " that in cafe lord Malmefbury

{hall declare himfelf not to have the neceflary

powers for agreeing to all the reftitutions which

the laws and the treaties which bind the French

republic make indifpenfable, he fhall be to re-

turn in four-and-twenty hours to his court, to

afk for fufficient powers." To this lord Malmef-

bury rejoined, " that he could return no other

anfwer to a refufal fo abfolute to continue the

negotiation, on grounds which appeared to have

been already agreed upon, than by demanding

the neceifary pafsports for himfelf and his

fuite."

The French commiffioners, in reply, fay

" they think it right to obferve to lord Malmef-

bury, that he does not appear to have feized the

real meaning of their note ; that it by no means

contains a refufal to continue the negotiations,

but,
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but, on the contrary, the means for giving them
activity, and for following them up with a fuc-

cefs no lefs defirable to the two nations than

it would be flattering to the minifters charged

with the conduct of them. The French govern-

ment is fo far from entertaining the intentions

which the note of lord Malmefbury appears to

impute to them, that the minifters plenipoten-

tiary of the French republic have received no

order to quit Lille after the departure of the mi-

nifter plenipotentiary of his Britannic majeftv."

—The Engliih arnbaffador, in his anfwer (Sept.

17) to this obfervation, ftill perfifts in his unfor-

tunate blunder,—for it deferves no fofter appella-

tion,—and again repeats what had been a hun-

dred times before faid, and as often refuted,

Ci that the queftion between them, in appear-

ance, relates folely to the limits of his full pow-*

ers, which are in the molt ample form ; but does

in fact require a declaration of the whole extent

of his iiiftru^tfo]!]^—This fatal miftake was

the more remarkable, as M.Treilhard had taken

infinite pains to demonftrate to him the diffe-

rence between thefe two things ; and had ex-

prefsly faid, and reiterated, that they did not

mean to enquire into his inftructions ; and in

the moft intelligible manner intimated that they

did not expect him to act up to the extent ox

his powers.

Lord
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Lord Malmefbury defiling one other meeting

previous to his departure, a conference for the

laft time took place on the 17th at noon. No-

thing however pafied at this conference, but a

tirefome repetition of the former arguments, and

renewed protections from the French com-

miiiioners, "that the intention of the Directory

was to accelerate peace, by removing every ob-

ftacle to its attainment."—From a particular

expreffion dropped by lord Malmefbury, never-

theless, in this conference, it appears Sufficiently

evident that his powers were not of the full and

ample nature required by the Directory : for he

tells us, " that he dwelt particularly and re-

peatedly on his own competency to take any

thing faid by the French commiflioners for re-

ference;/' This was the very evil which the

Directory meant to avoid, and which had occa-

sioned fo much delay and difficulty in the former

negotiation at Paris. And one of the commiflion-

ers remarked upon it, " that the full powers

which authorised a minifter to hear propofals

were widely from thofe which would enable

him to accede to them, and that it was fuch full

powers that the Directory required him to fo-

licit*." The ambalfador, equally unable and

unwilling

* Lord Bolingbroke, in a letter to the duke of Shr.a\vfbury,

May 20, 1713, fays—" I obferved to count Gyllenburg, that

tb*
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unwilling to give fatisfactiort to the French conl-

miilioners as to this demand, fetoff from Lille the

next morning, on his return to England.

From the pertinacious manner in which the

French government perlliled in this demand, it

is eafy to infer the extreme diftruft which the

Directory entertained of the ultimate purpofes

of England. Some facrifices were inevitable

on the part of the allies ; but the reluctance of

the Dutch to part with their favorite fettlements

of the Cape and Ceylon was extreme; and if

the powers of the Englifli ambaffador were li-

mited as to the grand article of reftitution, all

the addrefs of the French negotiators to obtain

more favorable conditions for Holland muft have

been altogether unavailing. Inftructions admit-

ted of much greater latitude, and would be

much more eafily varied, according to circum-

ftances : and the Directory were unwilling to

urge upon the Dutch government the neceffity

of conceflion, till they had fome clear proofs of

the conciliatory difpofition, as well as of the

fincerity, of the Englifh court, which had fo ob-

•

the Swedifh minifters, who fhould be appointed to treat,

fhould be furniflied"with absolute powers. I convinced

him that thefe would draw into no confequence which the

king needed to apprehend ; fince, by private inftru£tions to

his gainifters, he might direcl: them to make what ute he

fhould think fit of the authority delegated to them."

Bolingbroke QorrefpondaKC, Vol. II.

fHnately
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Innately refitted the preliminary demands of

France. Such at lead is the moft probable folu-

tlon of the directorial policy, as difplayed in the

courfe of this momentous tranfa&ion.

The conduct of lord Malmefbury was highly

approved and applauded, as he had indeed a

right to expert, by the court of London, from

whom he received immediate orders, on his ar-

rival in England, to open one other difpatch to

the commiffioners at Lifle, conformably to the

draft fent him by lord Grenville. In this letter

it was again prepofteroufly afferted, (i that the

demand of the Directory refers not to the full

powers of the ambaflador, but to the extent of

his inftruclions ;—that it is therefore only by

confenting to treat upon the bafis of the projet

prefented by the ambaflador, or by returning

a contre-projet- of a conciliatory nature, that it ap-

pears poffible to continue the negotiation."—

The French plenipotentiaries, after the trans-

miffion of this note to the French government,

anfwer (October l), " that when the Directory

ordered its minifiers to require a categorical ex-

planation as to the powers given by the Eng-

lifh government to its ambaflador, they had no

other object, than to bring the negotiation to

a fpeedy and fuccefsful iflue ;—that fuch are

still the hopes and intentions of the Executive

Directory, which enjoins the m milters plenipo-

tentiary
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tentiary of the republic not to quit Lifle till

the continued abfence of the negotiator fhall

no longer leave any doubt of the intention of

his Britannic majefty to break off all negotia-

tion."

On the 5th of October this extraordinary

correfpondence was terminated by a note from

lord Malmefbury to the French commiffioners,

written in terms of fome afperity ; and declaring

" that nothing was omitted on his part to »acce-

lerate the negotiation, which has been only re-

tarded by the delays of the Directory, and

which at this moment is only fufpended by its

act.—With regard to the renewal of the con-

ferences, (continues the ambaffador) the under-

figned can only refer to his laft note, where he

has explained, with franknefs and precilion, the

only means which remain for continuing the

negotiation ; obferving, at the fame time, that

the king could no longer treat in an enemy's

country without being certain that the cuftoms

eftablifhed amongft all civilized nations, with

regard to public minifters, and efpecially to

thofe charged to negotiate for the re-eftablifh-

ment of peace, would be'refpecled for the future

in the perfon of his plenipotentiary."

Immediately after the termination of this un-

fortunate negotiation, a declaration was iflued

by the king of England, in which his majefty

was
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was To ill advifcd as to affert, and probably fo

ill informed as to believe, " that France had

not fcrupled to demand the abfolute and uncon-

ditional furrender of all that the energy of his

people, and the valor of his fleets and armies,

have conquered during the prefent war : nor

was even this demand brought forward as con-

ftituting the terms of peace, but as the price of

negotiation, as the condition on which alone his

majefty was to be allowed to learn what further

unexplained demands were ftill referved, and to

what greater facrifices thefe unprecedented con-

ceffions of honoj* and fafety were to lead *."

In

* " To any other ambaiTador than lord Malmefbury," fays

the very able author of the 'Question- Stated' (p. 17)?
u the

French probably would not have though' it necelfary to put

the quettion, ' Whether he had, or had not, powers to treat

on the principle of general reftitufion, &c. ?' They had not

forgotten, that, in his former ambaify, ' at every communi-

cation he was in want of the advice of his court f
.'—Lord

Malmeibury fays, ' that their queftion went not to the extent

of his full powers, but to require of him to declare the na-

ture of his inftru&inns ' Tn the firlt. place, he ahfwers their

queftion in a feofe maierialty different from that which they

' attached to it : he u.en affirms, that the extent of his powers,

and the nature of his ini.tru6r.ions, are one and the ftme thing.

But for this he affigns no reafon ; nor does he at all fpecify or

intimate what the inconvenience or disadvantage would have

been if he had given them a direct anfwer in the affirmative,

which he might have done in the terms of lord Grenville's

official note of the 17th of June ; viz. 'That his full power*

f De la Croix, December 19, 1796.

vol. vr. n included
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In fpeaking of the points which the ple-

nipotentiaries of the enemy propofed for fe»

parate difcuflion in their mil conference with

the Englifh ambaffador, his majefty ftyles them
•' at once frivolous and offenfive, none of them

productive of any folid advantage to France ;

but all calculated to raile new obflacles in the

way of peace/' Doubtlefs all demands, jufi or

u'njuft, made by an enemy in the courfe of any

negotiation, may, in a general fenfe, be re-

garded as raifing new obflacles in the way of

peace. But how the requilition of the French

republic to the king of Great Britain, to deiiil

from the vain and fooliih affumption of the title

of King of France, could, in any rational fenfe,

be confidered as offenfive, or even as frivolous,

is not eafy to divine ; and ftill lefs how the refto-

ration of the mips taken at Toulon, or the re-

nunciation of a mortgage on their revenues,

mould not be productive of folid advantage to

France.—The royal declaration concludes with

the affertion, highly laudable had the lincerity

of it remained unimpeached, " that, though his

majefty's withes and endeavours to reftore peace

included every cafe, and gave him the incft unlimited authority

to conclude any articles, treaties, &c. or, in the very terms of

their own demand, underftand according to the explanation

with which it was accompanied.'— If he had faid yes, the ne-

gotiation muft have proceeded, and poffibly might have ended

with fuccefs."

to
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to his flibjects bad proved fruitlefs, his fenti-

ments remain unaltered. lie looks with anxious

expectation to the moment when the govern-

ment of France may fhew a difpofition and fpi-

rit in any way correfponding to his own."

Amid the civil commotions which agitated

France at this period, the fathers of the Gal-

lican church, who had conformed to the fevere

injunctions of the conftitution on ecclefialtical

points, had ventured once more to aflemble, in

order to deliberate on a mode or plan of con-

ciliation, to repair and cement fuch genuine

parts of this facred edifice as had been mat-

tered by the rude and favage hand of perfecu-

ting power. The paft and prefent ftate of the

church was laid before this venerable body,

Amongfl: other lamentable inftances of apoftacy

were mentioned the marriages of twelve bi-

iliops ; twelve others had abdicated their feats ;

eight had periihed on the fcafTold ; one, the bi-

fliop of Dol, who had acted in a military ca-

pacity, had been fhot as a rebel * " and of the

emigrant bilhops forty had died in foreign coun-

tries. After attempting to re-organize the ad-

* Had the bifliop of Dol been reclaimed as a fon of the

church by the father of the faithful, his coat of mail might,

agreeably to a famous hiftorical anecdote, have been trans-

mitted to the holy pontiff with the queftion fubjoined, " Say

whether this be thy fon's coat or no ?"

n 2 miniftration
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miniftration of the church, the next folicitncte

of thefe bifhops was to call back their brethren

who had wandered from the fold. The general

anfwers given by the incivic clergy were com-

prized in a few words ; fuch as i( wolves,'"

" forfwearers," " intruders," " robbers," " he-

retics," f£ fchifmatics," according to the report

of Gregoire, conftitutional bifhop of Blois, who
alone, as he declares, had the patience to read

over the enormous collection of three thoufand

pacquets laid before the fynod.

The firft acts of this council were, the pub-

lication of a fynodical letter to the paftors and

to the faithful, on the means of eftablifhing re-

ligious peace j and another addreffed to the bi~

mops and priefts refident in France, who had

feparated from the national communion. It was

propofed that a general oblivion mould cover

all former diiTentions, and that the acknow-

ledged tenets of the Chriftian church mould

alone be the prefcribed articles of belief, what-

ever might have been their opinions on the

queftions which had divided the church of Fiance.

Amongft thefe articles the council numbered

the grand pofitions ;—that the Pope is the vi-

iible head of the church on earth ; that he pof-

fefles thereby the primacy of honor and jurif-

diftion ; and that all Chriitians are bound im-

plicitly to receive the dogmas promulgated by

the
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the catholic and univerfal church, and to con-

demn all the errors which it has profcribed.

Although the French government did not,

and, according to the acknowledged principles

of toleration, could not, interpofe to prevent the

deliberations and acts of an affembly which

cautioufly retrained its proceedings within the

limits of the law and constitution, they regarded

neverthelefs thofe proceedings with a jealous

eye ; and, with a view of counter-a£ting the

latent fanaticifm of the vulgar religion, the Di-

rectory gave great encouragement to a new feci,

recently eftabliihed under the name of Theophi-

lanthropifts ; one of the members of the di-

rectorial board, La Reveilliere Lepaux, declar-

ing himfelf openly a patron and protector of it.

Thefe religionifts, rejecting all revelation, con-

fined their worfhip to one fupreme being : and,

gradually increafing in number, they at length

took poffeffion, by permiffion of the municipali-

ties, of very many of the public churches—oc-

cupied, alfo, at other hours of the fame day, by

the Catholics : and the offering of the wheaten

ear and the bouquet of flowers to the divinity, as

prefcribed by the elegant though already fuper-

ftitious ritual of the new feci, was preceded, or

followed, by the myftic and fumptuous rites of

the Romifh church.

From the period of the fignature of the pre-

n 3 liminaries
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liminaries of Leoben, general Buonaparte had

been deeply engaged in regulating the interior

or political concerns of Italy. Conferences had

long fince been opened at the village of Campo
Formio, near Udina, with the plenipotentiaries

of the emperor, with a view to a definitive treaty,

which was at length concluded on the 17th of

October, 1797. By the terms of this treaty the

former preliminary articles were confirmed, but

with the addition of a new one, which excited

great aftoniihment and indignation in Europe.

This was the ceffion, by France, to his Imperial

majefty of the city of Venice, and the whole

of the Venetian territory eastward of the Adige ;

and a line paifing through the Lake de' Guarda,

including that part of Iftria, Dalmatia, &x. for-

merly belonging to the Venetian republic :

—

the valuable iflands in the Levant, Corfu, Zante,

Cephalenia, &c. being allotted, in this divifion

of fpoils, to France. Thofe who were attached

to the antient regime were exafperated at the

diffolution of the regular and long-eftablifhed

government of Venice, and fcandalized at the

facility and even eagernefs with which the em-

peror, who had entered into the war as the

champion of civil and focial order, and the de-

fender of the political relations of Europe againft

the common deflroyer, grafped at his fhare of

the golden fpoiL This was a tranfaclion which

admitted



GEORGE III. 183

admitted of no glofs, and exhibited itfelf to the

perception of all as an a£t of unprincipled and

profligate rapacity *. — On the other hand,

France had made voluntary and prodigal pro

fetfions of protection and fraternity to all thofe

nations which fuffered under oppreffion, and

were defirous to embrace the bleflings of li-

berty. Inftead of acting in a manner correfpon-

dent to her profeffions, and re-conftrucling the

fallen government of the Venetians on princi-

ples ofjuftice and equity, the now treacheroufly

transferred to the Auftrian defpotifm a people

over whom fhe poflefled no other right or power

excepting that which always appertains to the

ftrongeiL The Venetians themfelves were ftruck

with confirmation at this unlooked-for proceed-

ing. Not only had the inhabitants of the Vene-

tian ftates indulged the idea of exchanging their

oligarchical regimen for the bleflings of a free

government, but they had actually named, under

the fanclion of the French general, in almoit

* " The coalefced powers (fays Mr. Burke) were eafily

taught to Aide back into their old habitual fchool of poli-

tics, and to confider the flames that were confuming France

as an happy occafion for pillaging the goods, and carrying oft*

the materials, of their neighbour's houfe."

* Regicide Peace.'

To accufe the coalefced powers of Jlidingback into their old

habits feems unjuft— it does not appear that they ever relin-

qiiithed them,

n 4 every
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every commune, provifionary authorities, and

taken every ftep for the formation of a republic

founded on equal rights. It was therefore with

burfts of indignation and defpair that they heard

of that article of the definitive treaty which con*

figned them to Auftria ; and it was faid that ge-

neral Buonaparte himfelf yielded with great re-

luctance to the facrifice, and only in obedience

to the polltive orders of the Directory, who could

not be fuppofed regardful of thofe facred rights

in other communities which they had with un-

hallowed and parricidal hands well-nigh extin-

guished in their own.

.By a fecret but important article of the treaty

of Campo Formio, the archbifhopric of Saltz-

burg, with fome adjoining diftri&s of Bavaria,

making the river Inn the boundary on that fide

of the Auftrian territory, was alfo allotted to the

emperor ;—all which tra£t of country, as well

as his Venetian acquifitions, were fo conve-

niently fituated, and coalefced fo well with the

general mafs of the Imperial dominions, as to

form much more than a compenfation for the

remote and infulated provinces which he had

loft.

The treaty of Campo Formio being concluded

with the emperor only, as king of Hungary and

Bohemia, the pacification of the empire with

the French republic was referred to a congrefs

to
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to be held at Raftadt. The organization of the

new Cisalpine republic, agreeably to the model

of France, was by this time completed, and all

places of truft and dignity filled according to

the recommendation of general Buonaparte, who
made, at the inftallment of the executive go-

vernment, an able and eloquent fpeech, exhort-

ing them, " now they had attained to liberty, to

conduct themfelves in fuch a manner as to be-

come worthy of their high deftiny, in making

only wife and moderate laws, and executing

them with force and energy, by favoring the

diffufion of knowledge, and refpecling the rights

of conscience." The new and friendlefs mon-

arch of Sardinia was ftill left in nominal pof-

feflion of Piedmont, at the price of entering into

a ftricl: alliance, offenfive and defenfive, with

France.—At the latter end of November general

Buonaparte left Italy ; and, taking his journey

through Berne and Raftadt, receiving every-

where the higheft honors, this extraordinary per-

fonage arrived at Paris near the end of the year,

leaving the commiilioners, Treilhard and Bon-

nier, to reprefent the republic in the congrefs,

which was to open on the lft of January enfu-

ing (A.D. 1798).

The ratification by the Directory of the treaty

of Udina, or Campo-Formio, as it was more

ufually ftyled, was followed by a proclamation,

addrefled
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addreffed to the armies, in which it was ob-

ferved, " that although fo much had been done,

fo many kings conquered, fo many people fet

free, and the republic itfelf eftablifhed by the

valor of its arms, yet the country expected one

more facrifice ; fince the enemy, who had been

the original caufe of all the horrors and miferies

which they had fufffered, both from foreign and

civil war, remained yet to be crufhed ; and that

the fafety of the republic wras endangered

whilft the English government exjfted."

This declaration was followed by two refolu-

t
;ons ; lft, That an army mould be immediately

aiTembled on the coafts of the Channel, under

the name of the Army of England ; and, 2dly,

That general Buonaparte ihould be appointed

the commander-in-chief.

On the injudicious recall of Mr. Monroe, the

American ambafTador, from France, the Direc-

tory refufed to receive the credentials of Air.

Pinckney, his fucceifor, until their grievances

were redreiied ; and in the month of January,

1797, that minilier received formal notice to

quit the territory of the republic j in confe-

quence of which order he accordingly retired to

Amfrerdam. At the opening of the enfuing

fetlion of the congrefs at Philadelphia, in the

fpring of 1797, the new prefident, Mr. Adams,

declared it
ie to be his finccre defire to preferve

peace
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peace and friendfliip with all nations ; and that,

believing neither the honor nor the intereft oi

the United States abfolutely to forbid the repe-

tition of advances for fecuring thefe defirable

objects with France, he fhould inftitute a frefh

attempt at negotiation." Three commiilioners

were named for the purpofe—Mr. Marihall and

Mr. Gerry being joined with general Pinckney.

Thefe gentlemen were allowed to remain qui-

etly at Paris, but could make little or no pro-

grefs towards an accommodation of differences.

The fpirit of intrigue, extravagance, and cor-

ruption, at this period, pervaded every branch

of the directorial government, which was diftin-

guifhed only by its tyranny, its imbeciility, and

rapacity. After the revolution of the 18th Fruc-

tidor, fcarcely did this government deign to at-

tempt the concealment of its vices. At a con-

ference, held by the commiilioners in the month

of October (1797) with a confidential friend

and agent of the minifter of foreign relations,

Talleyrand, that perfon expatiated largely on

the animofity difcovered by the American presi-

dent, in his fpeech to the congrefs, againit. the

French republic—and on the keen refentment

which it had excited in France ; faying, that

fatisfaclion was indifpenfably neceffary previous

to negotiation * " But (faid he), gentlemen, I

will
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will not difguife from you, that, this fatisfaction

being made, the effential part of the treaty re-

mains to be adj ufted

—

II faut de Vargent \ il faat

beaucoup de Vargent."—He affirmed, " that the

Directory were jealous cf their own honor ; jea-

lous of the honor of the nation ; and this honor

muft be maintained, unlefs we fubftituted, in

place of the reparations demanded, fomething

perhaps more valuable

—

that was money ! There

were to the amount of 32 millions of florins

of Dutch infcriptions, which, if the commif-

fioners would engage to take as a fecurity for

a loan to the fame amount, it would be a great

accommodation. There mail (faid he) be firft

taken from the loan certain fums for the purpofe

of making the cuftomary diftributions in diplo-

matic affairs. This fum, according to diplo-

matic ufage, he eftimated at about 1,200,000

livres." The commiffioners replied, " that the

American government would have fuppofed

fuch a propoiition, if made by them, would have

given mortal offence." He aiked (fay the com-

miflioners in their official account of this con-

ference) M if our government did not know
that nothing was to be obtained here without

money ?" The commiflioners anfwered, " that

fuch a ftate of things was not even fufpecied."

He appeared furprized at it, and faid, " there

was
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was not an American in Paris who could not

have given that information *." The commif-

fioners refufing with difdain thefe ignominious

conditions of peace, the negotiation remained

entirely fufpended : and the prefidenr, Mr.
Adams, in a meflage to the congrefs (March

1798), with good reafon declared, " that he

perceived no ground of expectation that the

objects of their million could be accomplilhed

on terms compatible with the fafety, honor, or

the eflential interefts of the nation."

M. d'Aranjo, ambaflador from Portugal at

Paris, had been this fummer employed in ne-

gotiating a feparate peace, and had actually

concluded a treaty on the 10th of Auguft, which

was to be ratified in two months,—a period

which was, no doubt, by the court of Liibon

deemed fufficient to determine the iffue of the

negotiation depending between France and Eng-

land. The negotiation breaking off, and the

treaty confequently not being ratified, it was

declared by the Directory null and void, and

M. d'Aranjo ordered to quit the territories of

the republic. But lingering, probably for fome

purpofe of political intrigue, beyond the time

ipecified in the order, he was, by an extraordi-

nary ftretch of power, committed prifoner to the

* Vide " Official Narrative of the Commiffioners.''

Temple j
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Temple 5 whence, however, he was releafed,

after no long interval of confinement or fuffer-

ance.

In the courfe of the prefent year died the ce-

lebrated Danifh minifter, count Bernftorf, deeply-

lamented by his countrymen, and all the friends

of peace and humanity throughout Europe,

Diligent and indefatigable in buiinefs, he had

a ready conception, and a happy manner of ex*

preffing his ideas. An enemy to flattery, indif-

ferent to pleafure, firm, fagacious, beneficent

—

never was any flatefman more univerfally ad-

mired and revered. Eafy of accefs, fimple in

his manners, with a temper always equal, com-

municative, and affable<—never was any man in

his individual capacity more efteemed and be-

loved. The affranchifement of the Danifh pea-

fants, the abolition of the negro trade, the ac-

quisition of Holftein, and the calm wifdom with

which he fleered the veffel of the ftate amid

the ftorms and tempefts which agitated Eu-

rope for the laft feven eventful years of re-

volution and war, will render his adminiftra-

tion for ever memorable in Denmark.

In the month of November this year a per-

fonage of a very different defcription, Frederic-

William II. king of Pruffia, departed this life.

During his reign, which lafted eleven years,

Pruffia maintained her full influence as a poli-

tical
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tical power in Euiope -, though his ability for

government did not rife above the royal accom-

pliihment of king-craft, or what is in other

men ftyled cunning. The fabric of Pruflian great-

nets had indeed been conftrudted with a mailer-

hand j nor were the fame talents requisite for

maintaining as for erecring the edifice. His

general conduct participated more of the rapa-

city of a robber than the ardor of a hero—all

was mean, felfiih, and contracted ; nor can the

neareft view detect one virtue to mitigate the

horror with which every honelt man mull con-

template the confpirator of Pilnitz and the plun-

derer of Poland.

. Since the commencement of the prefent war,

a proclamation had illued every year for the

obfervance of a Fast ; and a fervice compofed

for the occalion by the biihops was ordered to

be read in the churches—many of the offices

contained in which were by fome thought rather

calculated to inflame the minds of the igno-

rant multitude againft the enemy, than to im-

prefs upon them fentiments of penitence, devo-

tion, or humanity; and the general ltrain of

them better adapted to the character of priefts

of Moloch than of Christ.—" Vic proftrate

ourfelves before thee"—fuch is the language of

the iirft morning collect of this pious ritual

—

'* in earneit prayer and fupplication, in behalf

of
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of ourfelves and other Chriftian nations, expofed

at this time to the cruelty or groaning under

the oppreffion of apoftates from thy truth, and

defpifers of thy holy name, who have fpread

defolation wherever they have erected their ftan-

dard."—And in a certain form of words, called

a prayer for our enemies! we find the fol-

lowing meek and benevolent expreffions :

—

" Suffer us, we befeech thee, in the fpirit of

Chriftian charity, to offer our humble intercef-

fions for the repentance and converfion of men
who have caft off their faith in thee the living

God, and, following the vain imaginations of

reprobate minds, have plunged themfelves into

crimes and impieties winch aftoniih the Chrif-

tian world.—Open their eyes, O Lord !—Strike

them, in thy mercy, with remorfe and compunc-

tion," &c. &c.

At the end of the prefent year, Providence

having declared fo openly and decidedly in our

favor by the late naval victories, it was deter-

mined by his majefty to go, attended by the two

houfes of parliament, and the great officers of

fiate, (December 19) in religious and triumphal

procefhon, to the cathedral of St. Paul, in order

to offer up a public and national thankfgiving

for the fame. The flags and colours taken

from the French, Spaniards, and Dutch, ac-

companied with bandsof muhc, &c. were borne

in
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in folemn pomp to the cathedral, and dcpofited

with holy exultation upon the altar. After

which a fermon was preached by the lord bi-

fhopof Lincoln, fraught with fuch fentiments of

felf-abafement, contrition, and humanity, as the

following :
—" Where will be found fuch flricTt

adherence to public faith, fuch impartial admi-

niftration of jufticc, fuch fidelity in the concerns

of private life, fuch liberal attention to the poor,

fuch kindnefs to the ftranger, fuch generofity

to the prifoner, as in this country ? While our

enemies have infultcd the majesty of Hea-
ven, we have humbled ourfelves before God,
and acknowledged our transgressions.—
While they have impioufly denied his all-

controling power, we have prayed unto the

Lord to give wifdom to our councils, fuccefs to

our arms, and lleadinefs to our people, and he

has heard us!—The banners which you have

this day feen prefented at the altar of this ca-

thedral-church of the metropolis, as the moft

public teftimony of devout and humble grati-

tude to the Supreme Difpofer of Events, are not

the trophies of a lingle victory over one enemy,

but of a feries of victories equally brilliant and
important over the three nations of Europe mod
diftinguifhed for their maritime power.—Our
naval ftrength, raifed to an height unknown at

any former period, not only exceeds that of

VOL. vi. q every
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every rival neighbour, but has compelled each,

in his turn, to fubmit to our fuperiority*."

Bowing with reverential awe to the grand re-

ligious and philofophical conclufion, that an

invifible and incomprehenfible Power, the firft

and fole caufe of all things, exifting from eter-

nity, filling immenfity, and infinite in all perfec-

tions, does not difdain, from the fublime eleva-

tion of his heavenly throne, to call: his view

upon this lower world, and account it no de-

rogation from his ineffable dignity to contem-

plate the miferable contentions of the frail and

erring race of man,—furely fo tranfcendently

excellent a Being muft regard with difpleafure

whatever has a tendency to difturb the moral or-

der, happinefs, and harmony, of his creation ;
—

and wars of pride, ambition, and revenge, whe-

* The paflionate defire of the court, and of the clergy con-

nected with the court, to reprefent the prefent war as a war of

religion, is very remarkable. The caufe of religion, it has been

well obferved, is a modern motive to war, invented by the

Chriftian priefthood refining upon the Heathen. The ex-

treme calloufnefs of the higher orders of the clergy, in ge-

neral, to the miferies of mankind, is indeed a finking fea-

ture of the profeffion. Wholly abforbed in the exalted feel-

ings of devotion, they rife far iuperior to thofe of humanity.

Who can forget that, to the very lalefi period of the Ameri-

can conteft, the venerable Shipley only, of the twenty-fix

Englifh bilhops, gave his vote againft the court : and that the

liberal and enlightened Watfon alone in the prefent times,

half fearful and half aihamed, ventured an opinion againft the

French crufade ?

their
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ther fuccefsful or unfuccefsful, mutt equally ex-

cite the divine anger and indignation,—more

efpecially when they profanely and impudently

aflume the name of Wars of juftice, necellity,

and religion—with vain and gaudy pageantry

invoking his Almighty name, and boafting the

fan£tion of his facred and fupreme authority.

" Can I be flatter'd with thy cringing bows,

Thy folemn chatterings, and fantaftic vows ?

Are my eyes charm'd thy veftments to behold,

Glaring in gems, and gay in woven gold ?

Unthinking wretch ! how could'lt thou hope to pleafe

A God, a sriaiT, with fuch toys as thefe !"

2 l^OOK
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BOOK XVIII.

Session of Parliament 1797-8. Secession of the Majority of

the Members in Opposition. Debates on the Address. Pa-

pers relative to the Negotiation at Lisle laid before Parlia-

ment. Conduct of Ministers approved. Warlike Ardor of

the Nation revives. Restrictions upon the Bank continued.

Annual Statement of Finance. Triple Assessment imposed.

Defective Plan for the Redemption of the Land-Tax. Volun-

tary Contributions to the War. Invasion threatened by

France. Vigorous Preparations for the National Defence.

Duel between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Tierney. Motion of Mr.
Witbeiforce for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade. Address

to the Throne moved by the Duke of Bedford. Debates on

the State of Ireland. Tivelve Regiments of English Militia

sent to Ireland. Patriotic Spirit displayed by the British

Nation. Affairs of Ireland investigated. Dish Catholics

engage in a criminal Intercourse with France. Dreadful

Situation of the Kingdom. Conciliatory Proposition of the

Earl of Moira. Progress of the Irish Conspiracy. Trial of

Arthur O'Connor. Arrest of the Irish Directory. Rebel-

lion in Ireland. Rebels defeated at Nezv Ross—-And at

Enniscorthy. Earl Cornivallis appointed Chief Governor.

Rebellion suppressed in the South. Extrc?ne Bigotry of the

Irish Catholics. Rebellion suppressed in the North. Civil

and Judicial Proceeding?. French Force lands in the Bui/ of

Killala. Rebellion in the West—Suppressed by Lord Corn-

zvaltis. Surrender of the French. Naval Victory gained by

Sir J. B. Warren on the Coast of Ulster. Miscellaneous

Transactions on the Continent. Insurrection at Rome.

Death of General Duphot. Subversion of the Papal Govern-

vxnt. Re-establishr/ient nf the Roman Republic. Affairs of

o 3 Switzerland—
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Switzerland—Hostile Demands of the French Directory-"-In-

vasion of the French under General Brune—Patriotic Resist-

ance of the Democratic Cantons-—-Reduction of Switzerland by

the French. State of Affairs in France. Election of Treil-

hardas a Member of the Directory. Incapacity and Oppres-

sion of the Directorial Government. Affairs of Holland—
Partial Change in the Government. Disastrous Expedition of

the English, under General Coote, to Ostcnd. Island of Mi-

norca captured. Port-au-Prince, in St. Domingo, evacuated

by the English. Domestic Occurrences. Mr. Fox struck out

of the List of Privy Counsellors. Prosecution of Mr. Gilbert

Wakefield. Invasion cf Egypt under General Buonaparte.

Fictory of the Pyramids. Capture of Grand Cairo. Total

Defeat of the French Fleet by Admiral Nelson at Aboukir—

-

Extraordinary Effects resultingfrom theit Event. Proceedings

of the Congress at Rastadt. Revived of the War in Germany

arid in Italy. Neapolitan Army enters Rome. Defeat of the

Neapolitans. Capua surrenders to the French. Naples teiken

by Storm. Subversion of the Regal Government. Treaty be-

tioeen Great Britain and Russia. Wise Conduct of the King

of Prussia.

1 HE parliament met on the 2d of November,

1797. His majefly expreffed his confidence,

" that the papers laid before the two houfes

would prove, to them and to the world, that

every ftep had been taken on his part which

could tend to accelerate the conclufion of peace :

and that the long delay and final rupture of the

negotiation are folely to be afcribed to the eva-

five conduct, the unwarrantable pretenfions, and

the inordinate ambition, of thofe with whom we

have to contend ; and, above all, to their inve-

terate animoiity againfi thefe kingdoms." At
the
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the conclufion of the fpeech, however, his ma-

jeny, after exhorting the two houfes to the moft

animated exertions, declared " that he retained

an ardent defire for the conclufion of peace, on

fafe and honorable terms."

When the king's fpeech came to be taken

into confideration by the commons, the houfe

prefented a fingular and melancholy appear-

ance—the benches of oppofition being in a man-

ner deferted. Wearied and difgufted with at-

tending, year after year, merely to be out-voted

in the houfe, and reviled with every expreflion

of contumely and reproach by the minifterial

hirelings out of the houfe, as the fecret enemies

of their country, who, from the moft culpable

motives, were employed in counter-a6ling the

efforts of a wife and beneficent government in

a crifis of public danger—feeing no profpe£t of

awakening the nation to that deep and juft {enfc

of their condition which was neceffary in order

to render them lafting and effential fervice,—

they determined, with few exceptions, to with-

draw from the conteft, and, fince their counfel

was rejected, not to perfift in a fatiguing, in-

ceffant, and fruitiefs oppofition. Upon thefe

grounds was the nation deprived of the benefit

derivable from the clear underftanding and ac-

curate judgment of a Grey, of the impreflive

and animated effufions of a Whitbread, of the

o 4- keen
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keen penetration and brilliant eloquence of a

Sheridan, and, above all, from the majeftic

and commanding genius of a Fox.

The addrefs moved by Mr. Wilbraham Boo-

tie did not, however, pafs altogether unnoticed.

Mr. Bryan Edwards, a name well known, and

highly refpe£ted in the political and literary

world, obferved, " that the prefent war had

been attended with a wafte of wealth and pro-

digality of blood not to be paralleled in the hi-

ftory of human depravity. Two hundred mil-

lions of money had been the expenditure of

four years, and not lefs than two hundred thou-

fand the lives that have been loft. And what

profpecl did the king's fpeech hold out to us ?

Was it indemnity for the paft, and fecurity for

the future ? No 5 it menaced us with more car-

nage, more fighs, more tears, and perhaps

deeper, of mothers, widows, and children. But

had no efforts, it might be alked, been made

to obtain peace ? No ; none fuitable to the oc-

cation, none founded in lincerity, and breath-

ing the genuine fpirit of concord. The terms

(he faid) which the French would have granted

at the firft miffton of lord Malmefbury were

fuch as the minifter would now gladly accept.

He would then be fatisfied with the reftitution

of Belgium ; and the fafety of England was fa-

crificed to the intereft of the emperor. As to

the
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the fecond miffion, it would have been, in his

opinion, an happy circumftance, if that noble

lord had been empowered at the outfet to make

the offer of reftitution demanded by France.

He conceived that the foreign territories pof-

feffed by Great Britain, previous to the war,

fully fufficed for every purpofe both of com-

merce and fecurity. At all events they were

not of that value which would juitify the ha-

zard and lofs which we muft fuftain by a far-

ther profecution of the war." Mr. Edwards

concluded his fpeech with lamenting the ab-

fence of Mr. Fox, and expreiling his fears left

this diitinguifhed patriot had retired, opprelTed

with prophetic anguifh, and defpairing, under

the prcfent fyftem, of the falvation of the coun-

try.

Mr. Wilberforce acknowledged himfelf " far

from participating in the poignant grief expreffcd

for the abfence of Mr. Fox, except indeed it

could be proved that his pretence could extri-

cate the country from the difficulties in which

it was involved. Every body knew that the na-

tion was in a critical iituation; and he mould

therefore, for himfelf, purfue a line of conduct

the reverfe of that adopted by Mr. Fox and his

friends. He would punctually attend to the

difcharge of his duty, and, however difcouraging

the profpeft, would exert his belt abilities to

perform
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perform it from an inward fenfe of right, not

biaffed by motives of -perjbnal ambition." PaiTmg

from this mofl malignant infinuation to the mo-

tion before the houfe, he declared " the addrefs

to be fuch as all defcriptions of gentlemen

might confent to, who were fenfible of the blef-

fmgs of our conilitution. Minillers were fin-

cerely folicitous for the reftoration of peace, but

were equally ready vigoroufly to profecute the

war, if the ambition and obftinacy of the enemy

reduced us to it. As Englifhmen, we tliould

feel it our duty to Hand at our poll: to the laft

;

nor imitate the example of thofe, who, under

circumftances of difficulty and danger, would

pulillanimoufly defert it."

Mr. Nichols afked how long the calamities

of war were to be endured by the people of

Great Britain, for the fake of fecuring the Cape

and Ceylon to the Eaft-India Company ? Whilil

our ears were ftunned with public rejoicings for

victories which availed little, our finances re]

quired the moft ferious attention. From July

1796, to July 1797, an addition of 2,600,000/.

appeared in the dividends of the three-per-cents,

which was equal to an addition of eighty-feven

millions and a half of capital. Minillers had

long been tried, and tried to no purpofe j and

wc owed it as a duty to his majefty, to recom-

mend to him a change of them." The addrefs,

after
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after various other fpeeches, was carried without

a di virion.

In the houfe of lords the marquis of Lanf-

down diitinguiihed himfelf by an able and ani-

mated fpeech, in which he entreated their lord-

lhips " to furrender up their prejudices, and con-

hder the danger of their fituation. The reflora-

tion of peace was abfolutely neceflary to the fal-

vation of the country ; and, if his majefty would

deign to enquire into the moft likely method

of obtaining it, every honeft man would tell

him it was by a change of minifters. May we
not with reafon," argued his lordihip, " fuppofe

the Directory to fay,
c We have convinced the

powers on the continent of Europe of the folly

of the crufade they undertook againlt us. We
have fent armies into the field, whofe victories

have furpaffed thofe of ancient Rome. We are

fecure in the enjoyment of our liberties, and

have enlarged the limits of our territory. One
obflinate nation only, under hot-headed coun-

cils, periilts in its attack upon us, charging us

with every fpecies of atrocity, and denouncing

us to the world as the authors of a war which

has deluged Europe in blood. This power is

at length brought to embarrafTments which it

can neither palliate nor conceal. It ftands on

a tottering bafe, and is ready to fink under the

violence of its own efforts. Shall we yield to

this
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this infulated foe, who, even in afking peace,

means hoftility ?' Such, while the prefent mi-

nifters guide the councils of the country (faid

his lordfhip) muft be the feelings, and fuch the

language, of the French government. When
lord Malmefbury was firfr. fent to Paris, a hoftile

treaty was negotiating with Ruflia. The fecond

negotiation at Lifle was accompanied by that

counter-revolutionary infurrection in the interior

of France which produced the convulfion of the

4th of September, and in which they faid thev

difcovered the hand of the Engliih minifter

The French government had openly afferted the

fa£t : Did his majefty's late declaration difprove

the charge ? As to the terms of peace, his lord-

fhip faid that the Cape was an ufelefs acquifi-

tion, and Trincomale not worth retaining at

the price of farther fiaughter. We had gained

the Eait without it ; and to continue the war

another campaign for the fake of it would be to

eftimate its value at thirty millions. Let us

(concluded his lordfhip) endeavour to regain

the good opinion of Europe, which we have loft

by our pride and rapacity ; let us proclaim free-

dom to neutral nations ; and, by thus recogni-

zing the commercial liberty of the world, we
fhould be the firft to profit by it."

His lordfhip was fupported by the duke of

Norfolk, who declared his great diffatisfaclion

with
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with the terms of the addrefs, as he was far

from being convinced " that every ftep had

been taken on his majefty's part to accelerate

peace," and no papers had been laid before

them to juitify fuch an aflertion. His grace

therefore moved an amendment, which was

over-ruled ; and the addrefs, as originally moved
by the earl of Glafgow, palled without a divi-

sion.

On the 10th of November, the papers rela-

tive to the late negotiation being taken into

confideration by the commons, and an addrefs

of thanks and approbation moved, fir John Sin-

clair obferved, " that the charges brought

againft the government of France in the pre-

fent addrefs, and the late royal declaration,

were not juftified by the papers laid before the

houfe. It was affirmed in the declaration, that

the preliminary demands of France were frivo-

lous and offenfive -, but to this, on referring to

the demands themfelves, he could not accede.

It was farther flated, that it was not the with

of the French government to make peace ;

whereas the French plenipotentiaries had ex-

preffed the wifjies of the Directory in the ftrong-

elt terms, and, as lord Malmefbury acknow-

ledged, had exerted themfelves ably to prove

that the proportion which had given fo much

offence was by no means inconfiitent with their

profefiions.
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profeflions. France (he faid) was inveterate

againft us, becaufe we fhewed ourfelves invete-

rate againft her; and the Directory might pofli-

bly entertain a defign to overturn our govern-

ment, becaufe we had endeavoured to overturn

theirs. To prevent the perpetuation of thefe

fentiments, he moved an amendment, exprcffive

of the refolution of that houfe to fupport his

m'ajefty in the war, to expunge the words de-

noting an inveterate animofity, and to declare

that, whenever France was difpofed to treat on

reafonable terms, we would not refufe to nego-

tiate."

The chancellor of the Exchequer exprefTed

his concern and difappointment that the opinion

of the houfe mould not, on this occafion, be

unanimous, and pretended much furprize at the

propofed amendment of the honorable baronet.

" The continuance of the war (he faid) was to

be folely afcribed to the implacable animofity, to

the infatiable ambition, to the unwarrantable

pretenfions, of the prefent frantic government

of France. To them, net to us, were the guilt

and the refponfibility of future extremities to

be imputed. Minifters had exerted every effort

to procure peace ; and, from the commencement

of the negotiation to its final rupture, the whole

of the intermediate delay was owing to the eva-

five conduct of France. Sincerity of minifters

(Mr.
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(Mr. Pitt faid) was fully proved by the coneef-

fions which they had declared themfelves willing

to make, and the facrifices which they offered.

For what were thefe facrifices made ? For peace.

To whom were thefe facrifices offered ? To an

enemy whofe forces had never feparately met

the military ftrength without adding to our na-

tional glory and renown—An enemy, whofe

commerce was extinguifhed, whofe navy wa$

annihilated, whofe financial diftrefs, however

palliated by their partizans here, was loudly

proved in the groans, in the contentions of the

councils, in the a6ls of directorial violence. On
reviewing the ftate of the two countries, let the

world judge the value of the conceffions on one

part, and the force of the claim upon the other.

Compare the mutual means of offence and re-

finance,—the power of the French to take from

us, and the ability of this country to retain,

—

and, upon that comparifon, decide whether the

projet of his majefty did not manifeft proofs of

fincerity and moderation. But to this difplay

of fmceritv and moderation the arrogance and

duplicity of the French afforded a complete

contraft. Endlefs delays enfued; and they re-

quired that we, whom they had fummoned to

treat for a definitive treaty, mould Hop and dif-

cufs preliminary points—infilling that his ma-

jefty ihould rcfign the title of King of France,

a harm-
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a harmlefs feathery at leaft, which his anceftors

had for centuries worn in their crowns*. They

demanded reftitution of the fhips taken at Tou-

lon, or a compenfatioiv; and a renunciation of

any mortgage which this country might poflefs

for the loan to the emperor. The French ple-

nipotentiaries were immediately informed, that

this country preferred no fuch claim, and that

the conceffion was needlefs.

te We next were called upon to fubfcribe, as

a preliminary, that we were prepared to give up

every thing we had acquired during the war.

Such a preliminary could not be admitted by

any man who was not difpofed to adore the

idol of the French power in proftrate bafenefs.

His majefty did not hefitate in refuling to com-

ply with fuch infolent demands.

" The Directory, however, did not then ad-

here to the extravagance of them : a long de-

lay, to amufe their people, took place. They

pleaded it as a proof of the fincerity of iheir

pacific intentions, and pretended that they were

under the necellity of fending to their allies an

account of what palled j that they were endea-

* But, amidft the aflemblage of diamonds, pearls, and ru-

bies, which compofed his majeny's crown, why fhould he be

felicitous fo retain a trumpery feather,—a feather, too, which,

however worthlefs, did not rightfully appertain to him ; and

which, as a caufe of irritation, and a mark of infult, was by

no means, what Mr. Pitt Ityled it, !< an harmlefs feather."

vouring
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vouring to prevail upon them to put an end to

the calamities of a war into which they had

brought thofe allies, and who have ever fince

been in a Hate of abje£t. fubjefrion to them,

whatever importance they affected to give them
in this negotiation. They then directed their

plenipotentiaries to inform lord Malmefbury,

that they had obtained an anfwer, but it was

not fatisfaclory, and they were obliged to fend

another meflenger.

" It was thus they concealed their infmcerity

till the dreadful cataftrophe of the 4th of Sep-

tember : and even feme days after that violence

broke out in Paris they promifed to produce

their projet—ftill pacific in their profeffions, and

inimical in their defigns. The ftep which they

took after this lafr. afiurance was to renew, in a

more offenfive form, the demand which had

been rejected by lord Malmefbury two months

before, in which rejection they had acquiefced,

and we, in the interval, had been waiting for

the propofals which were to come from them.

He would leave others to imagine what was

likely to have been the end of a negotiation in

which it was a preliminary to refign every

thing *,

" But

* Upon this extraordinary ftatement of the Engliih mi.

niller it is fufficient to remark, that the Directory never re-

vox, vi. p ceded,
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" But it is eilential (faid Mr. Pitt) that we
fliould know the real aim of the enemy. It is

not our commerce, it is not our wealth, it is not

our colonies in the AVeft, or our territories in

the Eail ; nor is it our maritime greatnefs, or

the extent of our empire—No ; the object is our

iiBERTY !—the bafis of our independence, the

citadel of our happincfs, our constitution !

They themfelves have declared it, openly avow-

ed that our government and theirs cannot fubiift:

together, and their endeavour is to dellroy it.

Should they come amongft us, they would

bring with their invading army the great pef-

tilence to man, the genius of French liberty,-

which contains in it every curfe to fociety-^-in

ceded, or, in all probability, meant to recede, from their de-

mand that lord Malmelbury mould fatisfy them with regard

to the full extent of his powers. When that point was af-

certained, and not till then, the plenipotentiaries of France

were ready to engage in the difcullion of the projet of Eng-

land: and if that plan was not accepted by the Directory,

the French commiflioners pledged themfelves to bring for-

ward a contrc-projct of their own.—Than this mode of proce-

dure, nothing certainly could be fairer. But, if lord Malmef-

bury's- powers were limited, as they ftrongly fufpecled, (and

it mould prove that he could treat only upon the balls of the

projet he had offered) it was in vain for the French govern-

ment to propofe any other plan of pacification. And the de-

mand by lord Malmelbury of a contre-projet, in which the in-

tercft of their allies, Holland and Spain, muji have been in

fome degree facrificed, was, on that fuppolition, wholly nu-

gatory, to fay the ieait,—probably artful and infidious.

the
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the place of our glorious principles and equal

laws will be a hideous monfter, whom nothing;

can content but the annihilation of the Britilh

empire. And are we under circumftances to be

afraid or afhamed to declare, in a firm and

manly tone, that we will defend ourfelves ? Are

we to ihun the truth, and forget the energy

which belongs to Englishmen ? If, therefore,

we value
,
property, liberty, law,—if we value

national power or domeftic happinefs,—we mail

refift thefe demands with indignation. There

was not a man, let his enjoyments be ever fo

confiderable, who ought not to facrifice what-

ever portion of them might be requifite to op-

pofe the violence of the enemy : nor one whofe

ftock was fo fmall, that he mould not be ready

to facrifice his life in the fame caufe. We owed it

in gratitude to Providence, whofe goodnefs had

placed us fo high in the fcale of nations, and

caufed us to be the admiration of Europe, with

moft of the governments of which ours was an

happy contrail. The means of our fafety were

ftill in our hands, our bleflings were many, and

the prefervation of them was our higheft duty

He trufted that we never mould abandon it
i

to whatever extremity we might be driven, but

cheerfully enter into a pledge for the fincere

performance of it, declaring our determination

p 2 to
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to ftand or fall by the laws, liberties, and reli-

gion, of our country."

Such was the fafcinating influence of this

fpeech, the whole force of which depended on

the falfe and abfurd aflumption " that the French

infilled on the entire reflitution of all the acqui-

fitions made by England in the courle of the

war, as a preliminary to negotiation," that it

feemed to fatisfy all doubts, and to iilence all

oppoiition.

Mr. Pollen complimented the minifter on his

eloquent harangue, and profefled " his belief

in the lincerity of the miniftry, imputing the

failure of the negotiation folely to the French

government. Of many of the pail meafures of

the adnainiftration (Mr. Pollen faid) he had dif-

approved ; but he now felt the neceffity of throw-

ing a veil over the paft, and the addrefs had his

moft cordial fupport."

Mr. Martin applauded the fpeech, which he

thought very convincing, and the amendment

altogether unnecefiary. Seeing the French de-

termined to dictate unreafonable conditions, he

allowed we-ought not to permit ourfelves to be

trampled upon, but to evince the fpirit which

became a great nation.

Lord Temple and Dr. Lawrence blamed the

minifter for having offered fo much to the

French
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French as the price of peace, and were for

purfuing the war with fpirit and refolution till

the enemy were completely vanquifhed.

Mr. Wilberforce hoped that, in this crifis,

Englilhmen would feel the neceffity of coming

forward, joining hand and heart, and proclaim-

ing to the world that, however divided before,

they would unite for general fafety. Of this

univerfal harmony of fentiment he thought the

unanimity of that night a happy omen, and he

hoped the honorable baronet would withdraw

his amendment, in order to give this firft ex-

preihon of it the fuller! force.

Sir John Sinclair then faid, " that he fm-

cerely wifhed for unanimity, and candidly con-

ferred he was not infenfible to the weight of the

arguments he had juit heard, and therefore

cheerfully confented to withdraw his motion."

Thus the minifter came off triumphantly victo-

rious, and the houfe broke up completely duped,

and completely fatisfied.

The nation at large alfo imbibing the fame

general idea, that the conceffions offered by

England were very great, and that the claims of

France were highly unreasonable and unjufr,

evinced an extraordinary and fudden renewal

of ardor in the profecution of the war. Ani-

mated, at the fame time, by the great and re-

cent victory of lord Duncan, and not perfectly

y 3 well
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well pleafed wiffi the feceffion of the mem-
bers in oppofition, they feemed inclined again

to entruft that confidence to Mr. Pitt which he
fo little merited, and had already fo grofsly and

dreadfully abufed.

In the houfc of lords an addrefs, fimilarto

that of the commons, was moved by lord Gren-

ville, who fupported it in a long fpeech after

his manner, and by a great variety of arguments

and affertions equally novel and curious. His

lordihip declared, " that the French plenipo-

tentiaries had demanded of us, as a .preliminary,

to renounce all that we had to afk, and to de-

clare all that we would concede. Jt would (as

his lordihip affirmed) have been not folly merely,

but treason, in any minifter to have complied

with a demand fo derogatory to the honor, and

fo fatal to the interefts, of his country.—He was

at a lofs to conceive what palliations could pof-

flbly be offered for the conduct of the enemy
;

—though (in his ufual ftyle of infinuation, his

lordihip added, that) he well knew and la-

mented that every meafure of the French go-

vernment, in relation to this country, found

more able and ingenious apologias here than

in France ;"—thus bafely attempting to throw

the odium of his own miferable blunders upon

thofe who, by detecting and expofing them in

the face of day, had fo clearly manifested his

political
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political imbecillity and incapacity.—The prin-

cipal lords in oppolition having feceded, as well

as the commons, the addrefs paffed without any

debate or divifion.

In a very early period of the feflion a bill

was introduced into the lower houfe to conti-

nue the reftritlions upon the Bank, which

palled with trifling oppolition, or, indeed, obfer-

vation.

On the 22d of November Mr. Pitt brought

forward his annual ftatement of accounts. The

whole expence of the year appeared to amount,

by this ftatement, to 25 millions and a half. In

order to furniih a fupply equal to this enormous

demand, he declared it to be his intention to

have recourfe to a perfectly new and folid fyftem

of finance. Of this fum fix millions and a half

would arife from the unappropriated produce of

the finking fund, Exchequer bills, and unmorN

gaged taxes. Nineteen millions were then to

be provided for. Seven of thefe he propofed

to raife within the year by a new impoft, which

mould be regulated by the exifting afleflbd taxes

in a triplicate proportion to their actual amount

—limited, however, to the tenth of each per-

fon's income. Of the remaining twelve millions

four might be borrowed without creating any

additional debt 3 the produce of the finking

fund, old and new, appropriated to the purpofe

p 4 Qf
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of liquidating the national debt, being equal to

that amount. For the other eight millions, he

propofed that the triple aflTeflment be continued

till the principal and intereft be completely dis-

charged ; fo that, after feven millions mould be

rajfed for the fervice of the year, the fame taxes,

in little more than another year, would pay off

the eight millions thus borrowed, with the in-

termediate intereft. This plan (he Said, would

extremely damp the hopes of the enemy. He
acquiefced in what had been fo often faid, that

it would have been fortunate if the pra61ice

of funding had never been introduced ; and he

affirmed, that it was much to be lamented it

had not been fooner terminated: but the period

was now arrived,when an abfolute neeeflity ex-

ifted for a radical change of fyltem.

Mr. Tierney, recently elected member for

Southwark, a man of great information, induf-

try, and integrity, and who had declined join-

ing in the Seceilion from parliament, wifhed to

be Satisfied upon what grounds the Bank refufed

its creditors payment in Specie, whilft at the

fame time it increafed its advances to govern-

ment r-f-How a fyftem of railing Supplies which

mewed that we had arrived at the end of all

regular means of fupply could damp the hopes

of the enemy he could not conje6i:ure ; and he

afked upon what new funds the neceffary loans

were
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were to be raifed the enfuing years of the war ?

for, with the prefent adminiftration, he held it

impoflible the country could have peace. The

right honorable gentleman wanted the requifites

to bring about a peace. He wanted the refpe£t

and confidence not only of France but of Eu-

rope.

Mr. Curwen reminded the houfe " that peace

without indemnity might at lead, have been pro-

cured j and it became gentlemen to conlider

whether the war was worth carrying on for the

fake of indemnity. It was not for any injury

done to us, but to our allies, the Dutch, that

we entered into the war ; and we were now for

indemnifying ourfelves at their expence."

The bill brought into the houfe in confe-

quence of the refolutions now paiTed was op-

pofed with much vivacity in every Mage ; and

on the fecond reading Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheri-

dan made again their appearance in the houfe.

Mr. Sheridan affirmed, that it would be impoifi-

ble for a very numerous clafs of houfekeepers

ever to pay this dreadful tax, and that, if the

new fyftem was enforced, it would go near to

erecl: a fifcal inquilition in every houfe.

Mr. Fox declared, that he attended that night

in conformity to the earned: requeft. of his con-

ftituents.—He ftigmatized the whole meafure as

bearing
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bearing the ftamp of defpotifm j and particu-

larly reprobated that part of the bill, as mani-

feftly unjuft, which put it out of the power of

perfons to leflen their taxes by retrenching their

expences. This claufe (he faid) reminded him

of the illustration which Sterne gives of the vio-

lent extortion of the antient government of

France. ** When at Lyons, Yorick refolved to

change his mode of travelling, and fail down
the Rhone inftead of going pod. The poft-

mafter, however, applied to him for fix livres fix

fous, as the price of the next poft. c But I do not

intend to travel poft (faid Yorick), I mean to go

"by water.' ' That's no mafter (faid the poft-

mafter), you muft pay for the next poft whether

you have changed your mind or not." He re-

marked alfo, that to rouze the energy of the

people it was necefiary to hear of the facrifiees

of the crown. It was from the higheft place

that the example ought to be given. It would

animate and cheer the hearts of all his majcfty's

faithful fubje&s.

" Solamen miferis facios habuiffe laborurq."

Mr. Fox concluded a fpeech fraught with ex*

ccllence by protecting that he never would ac-

cept a feat high or low in any adminiftration

until public opinion (hall, have decided for a

thorough
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thorough and perfect reform of all abufes, and

for a direct return to the genuine but violated

principles of the Britiih conftitution.

Mr. Mainwaring, member for Middlefex,

faid, he had inftru6tions from his conftituents

to vote againft the bill. Such they declared

was the nature of the meafure, that, if attempted

to be enforced, they muft either refift or link

under it.—The bill, after much oppofition, finally

patted by a majority of 196 to 71 voices.

ON its firft appearance in the houfe of lords,

January 5, 1798, the bill was ftrongly oppofed

by the duke of Bedford. His grace obferved,

that the taxation in queftion was no juft crite-

rion of general expenditure. If it were, expen-

diture was no criterion of income, and ftill lefs

was income a criterion of property. By the

provisions of this act, while fome perfons paid

a tenth, others would not contribute a twen-

tieth, or perhaps a fiftieth, of their income.

His grace expreffed his willies, notwithstanding,

that this plan of raifing the fuppfies within the

year had been adopted at the commencement

of the war, as it might then have inclined the

people to reflect whether the objects for which

they embarked in it were worthy of fuch exer-

tions and fuch" expences.

Lord Holland, a young nobleman nearly re-

lated
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lated to Mr. Fox, and appearing to poffefs a

large proportion of bis genius and fpirit, now
Ipeaking for the firft time in the houfe, declared,

" that the executive government had been fup-

ported iji its meafures by a complying majority

and a confident parliament, which had relied

implicitly on the promifes of miniiters—pro-

mifes all. terminating, after the expenditure of

200 millions, in defeat and difappointment. At
the end of five years he was jullified in afking,

what pledge remained for their better conduct

in future ? Had fuch a bill been brought for-

ward at the beginning of the war, it might have

anfwered a good purpofe, by opening the eyes

of the people. • But it was deemed more ex-

pedient at that time to delude them by af-

furances that the war would be neither long

nor expend ve. When the minifter had, at the

opening of the former feffion, called for eight-

een millions, declaring that fum to be fufficient

for the year's expenditure, and at the end of fix

months demanded as much more, could his

aflfurances be confided in ? Of the prefent bill

he muft fay, that it appeared to him more cen-

furable than the worit. of the revolutionary

meafures of Robefpierre. It was at once in-

tolerable in its preffure, and incompetent to its

purpofe. He had well confidered the dangers

which threatened this country, and found none

more
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more great than the continuance of the prefent

fninifters in office."—The bill pafled, on a divi-

sion, by a majority of 67 voices.

Another ^veat and favorite meafure of finance

was. what the minifter ftyled, very improper!

y

indeed, the redemption of the land-tax ; and

a plan certainly might have been eaiily devifed,

fimple, efficacious, and beneficial, for the pur-

pole of utterly extinguishing this odious tax,

by a pecuniary commutation. But the minifter's

plan was no other than a fcheme for the perpe-

tuation and fale of the land-tax ; making it a

fpecies of transferable property—allowing in-

deed the landed proprietor the privilege of pre-

emption on terms fomewhat lefs disadvantageous

than to an abfolute (banger. With refpect to

the mode and terms of the purchafe, it was pro-

pofed that the payment mould not be made in

money, but in a transfer of 3 per cent, flock,

and that the flock fo transferred fliould produce

an annual intereft of one filth, or, in cafes where

the proprietor was himfelf the purchafer, one

tenth, more than the proportion of land-tax re-

deemed. The bill pafled with inconfidcrabie

oppofition j but, from the radical defects of the

plan, not more than about one fourth of the

land-tax was, in the fpace of three Succeeding

years, bought up ; and the advantage to the

public, in point of revenue, has not exceeded

the
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the trifling fum of 50,000/. per annum ; and, as

few more purchafes can be expe&ed, the pro-

ject may be confidered as having difgracefully

failed.

A third device fet on foot by the minifter was

that of a voluntary national fubfcription towards

the general defence of the country, now menaced

with invafion from a powerful and enraged

enemy. All the adherents and partizans of the

miniitry, and all the zealous advocates of the

war of all defcriptions, exerting themfelves vi-

gorously on this occafion, about one million and

a half was raifed by this unufual and not very

constitutional method. The Bank of England,

though ftill unable to pay their own notes, and

in a ftate of actual bankruptcy, fetting the ex-

ample to the nation, fubfcribed the fum of

200,000/.— thus making up in generofity what

they wanted in juftice. The king and queen,

after a very long interval of reluctant delay,

fubfcribed, the former 20,000/. and the latter

5,000/. to the national contribution j the amount

of which, after all, compared to the general ex-

penditure of the country, was as a drop of water

to the ocean.

On the 25th of April the chancellor of the

Exchequer, who had fo lately profeffed to bring

forward an eflimate of expence for the whole

year, begged leave to ftate a fmall error in his

calculation.
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calculation. The loan to be raifed muff, be

faid, be fifteen inftead of twelve millions. This

he had contracted for at the exorbitant rate of

200/. 3 per cents, for 100/. in money, and about

5s. long annuity. But this was not the worft.

The principle upon which the late war-tax, ftyled

the Triple ArTeflment, was founded, being in

the progrefs of the bill demonftrated the moft

unequal and unjuft, fo many modifications and

abatements had been admitted into it, that Mr.

Pitt now thought proper to ftate the amount at

four millions and a half only. And eight mil-

lions being raifed on the credit of it, exclu-

five of the produce of the prefent year, it ap-

peared that this pretended war-tax muft laft at

all events twTo years after the war, fuppofing

a peace concluded at the end of the year. For

the remaining feven millions taxes were to be

provided, which, with a large increafe of navy-

debt, amounting to about four millions, required

the fum of 763,000/. in addition to the annual

burdens already fuftained by the public. And
thus terminated the firft great effort of this va-

poring, vaunting, mountebank minifter, to in-

troduce a new and solid fyftem of finance—

>

an effort which impofed upon the nation tem-

porary taxes, for three years, to the amount of

.

four millions and a half ; perpetual taxes to the

amount of near 800,000/, ; and which created

a new
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a new additional capital of forty-four millions of

debt for twenty-two millions actually paid into

the public Exchequer.

Though a meffage had early in the year been

fent from the king to the two houfes, ftating

the preparations making by the enemy for the

invafion of thefe kingdoms, and foliciting the

attention of parliament to the fubject, it was

fome time before any regular plan could be

matured for the national defence. At length,

Mr. Dundas moved for the introduction of a

bill, to enable his majefry to call out a certain

portion of the fupplementary militia ; and, after

an interval of fome weeks, for a fecond bill, to

enable his majefty to take meafures for the more

effectual fecurity of thefe realms, and to indem-

nify perfons who might fuffer injury in their

property by the operation of fuch meafures.

This bill, which contained a great variety of re-

gulations, proper and neceffary to be adopted

in cafe of actual invafion, was received with

very general approbation.

A third bill was brought into the houfe by

Mr. Secretary Dundas, to revive the fufpenfion

of the Habeas-Corpus Act, which, when a re-

bellion was impending in one kingdom, and

an invafion in the other, could not be objected

to. The chancellor of the Exchequer, upon

this occafion, declared, that at no former pe-

riod
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riod of the war were the preparations of the

enemy for a defcent upon tliis country fo ripe
?

fo extenfive, or fo truly alarming, as at the

prefent crifis. The French government, freed

from the perplexities and ilruggles in which

it had been involved, by the military exertions

of the continental powers, was now at liberty

to employ its troops direclly againft us. Some

difference of opinion took place refpecting the

duration of the fufpenfion, but it was at length

fixed for the lit of February.

The alarm of invafion not only continuing,

but increafing, and the French having by this

time affembled a vail force on the oppofite iide

of the channel, the chancellor of the Exche-

quer, on the 25th of May, moved for a bill for

the more effectual manning of the navy. The
chief obje£t he had in view was the temporary

fufpenfion of protections, and it was his with

that the bill mould that day pafs through its

different ftages in that houfe, and be fent up to

the lords for their concurrence. Mr. Tierney

expreffed his belief that the augmentation of

the navy might be provided for in the ufual

way. No arguments had been offered to prove

the propriety of fuch an extraordinary deviation

from the common practice of that houfe j nor

was he prepared to give three or four votes

without fome deliberation and reflection in favor

vol. vi, q of
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of a bill which, like all the other meafures of

miniftry, he confidered as decidedly hoftile to

the liberty of the fubjec~t.

Mr. Pitt rofe in great warmth, and faid, " that

if every meafure adopted againft the defigns of

France was to be confidered as hoftile to the li-

berties of this country, then indeed his idea of

liberty differed widely from that of the honora-

ble gentleman. Were the prefent bill not paffed

in a day, it was obvious that thofe whom it

concerned might elude its effects : but if the

meafure was neceffary, and that a previous no-

tice would render it inefficient, how could the

honorable gentleman's oppofition to it be ac-

counted for, but from a defire to obftruct the

defence of the country ?"—Mr. Tierney now
rofe, and called the chancellor of the Exchequer

to order : and the Speaker interpofing, with that

dignified impartiality which has ever marked

his conduct., obferved, that whatever had a

tendency to throw fufpicion on the fentiments

of a member, if conveyed in language that

clearly marked fuch intention, was certainly

irregular. This the houfe would judge of, but

they would wait to hear the honorable gentle-

man's explanation. Mr. Pitt replied, " that if

the houfe waited for his explanation, he feared

it muft wait a long time. He fubmitted what

he had faid to the judgment of the houfe, and

would
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would not depart from any thing he had ad-

vanced, by either retracing or explaining them."

—This peremptory refufal to explain a mod un-

parliamentary and injurious exprerlion, a refufal

no lefs difrefpeiStful and infolent to the houfe

than unjuft to Mr. Tierney, occafiohed a fudden

filence ; and no perfon having the prefcnce of

mind to move a refolution of cenfure upon the

miniiter, Mr. Tierney immediately left the houfe.

The confequence was, that a challenge was fent

from that gentleman to Mr. Pitt, and a duel

fought between them on the enfuing Sunday;

when two cafes of piftols being difcharged with-

out effecl:, Mr. Pitt firing the laft of his in the

air, the matter was accommodated by the re-

fpeclive feconds.

The bill in queftion having paffed through

all its ftages, the chancellor of the Exchequer

propofed that it fhould commence from the

24th of May, inftant. This was objected to by

Mr. Wigley, who, with good reafon, thought it

a mod unjuftifiable thing in itfelf, as well as

dangerous in precedent, to make any law which

mould operate in an ex-pqf}-fa£lo manner. The

objection neverthelefs was overruled, and the

bill, with its odious appendage, finally paffed

into an a£t on the fame day. Certainly, in every

country, ex-poJl-faEio laws are the molt iniqui-

tous, and, in a free country, the moft hateful

q 2 and
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and heterogeneous of things. Whence ! from

what legitimate fource, is this power derived,

of fubjetting men to the operation of laws be-

fore thofe laws begin to exiit,—by an infernal

device thus binding their victims in an invifible

necromantic chain ?

In the courfe of the feihon Mr. Wilberforce

again renewed his unfortunate motion for the

Abolition of the Slave-Trade. It was fupported

in two very eloquent fpeeches, each excellent

in its way, by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox; the latter

of whom, influenced by his native generality

and humanity, would not abfent himfelf from

this difeuflipn. " The great plea (Mr. Pitt re-

marked) for the continuance of the Have-trade

was the neceflity of a free importation, in order

to enable the planter to bring his wade lands

into cultivation. To what did this reafoning

tend ? In the laft hundred years the cultivation

of land in Jamaica had increafed, until about

one third ol the iiland had been cleared. For

this 250,000 Haves had not more than fufficed.

Of confequence, for the cultivation of the re-

maining two-thirds, half a million more flaves

would be neceffary. This is the number which

mult be imported, with all the frightful walle

of mortality with which, as experience had fa-

tally evinced, fuch importation would be at-

tended. And as a correfponding length of time

would



GEORGE III. 22$

would be requisite for the converfion of the

lands now wafte as for thofe in actual cultiva-

tion, the period of the final abolition would be

protracted for the term of two hundred years.

The intereft of the Weft-India iflands them-

felves, nay, the fafety of thofe iflands, which

the motion before the houfe was faid by fome

to endanger, abfolutely required and demanded

the immediate abolition of this commerce. It

had been faid, that, as this trade was encouraged

by the legiflature, the abolition would be unjufl

toward thofe who had acted upon the faith of

the exiftin.? laws. But was it not known to

thofe who made the objection, that the legifla-

ture often beftowed encouragement uoon branch-

es of commerce which in different circumftances

it was deemed prudent to withdraw ? No par-

tial inconvenience (Mr. Pitt truly and nobly

affirmed) ought to weigh againft the indifputed

principle of juflice, and againft the general

interefts and fafety of the iflands themfelves,

which it was the duty of that houfe to guard,

whether it was or was not underftood by the

parties concerned in the difcuflion.

Mr. Fox, in a high ftrain of eloquence, de-

clared it to be a matter of fhame and lamenta-

tion that the country fhould be fo degenerate

from every fenfe of virtue, fo funk in hypocrify,

that, however convinced of the enormity of

q 3 the
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the wickednefs, they had not yet abandoned

that courfe which they agreed fo unanimoufiy

to condemn. It had been alleged, that we
ought not to judge of this commerce from the

cruelty of individuals engaged in it. But fuch

is the nature of man, that the idea of polTeffing

unlimited authority, fo far from infpiring ten-

dernefs, produces contempt of the object as

worthlefs. If man had not been cruel, flavery

itfelf could not have had exiftence. He would

not, for one, truft to any local regulations of

the colonial legiflatures as had been recom-

mended, but would vote for a direct and imme-

diate abolition of a trade which the houfe had

already condemned as inconfiftent with juftice

and morality, and which, he agreed with the

minifter, was equally incompatible with good

policy and the permanent fafety of our Weil-

India poileflions. Upon this occafion, the houfe,

momentarily impreffed with a fenfe of moral

and political duty, was almoft perfuaded to be

juft, the motion being negatived by a majority

of four voices only, in a houfe of 175 mem-
bers.

The proceedings in parliament during the

whole of this feflion were of a very momentous

nature. On the 22d of March the duke of Bed-

ford, at the clofe of a very able fpeech, moved

an addrefs to the throne, humbly Hating to his

majefty
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majefty the urgent and indifpenfable neceffity

which exifted of employing other minifters, and

adopting other councils.

—

(i Inftru&ed as we
are"—fuch is the language of this excellent ad-

drefs—" by a long feries of events, and corrected

by experience, we are bound by our duty, and

compelled by neceffity, to fubmit to his majefty

our humble opinion, that the fituation of the

country is too critical, and the dangers that fur-

round it are too ferious, to admit of any further

trial of the fame councils which have conftantly

failed, or of the fame perfons for whofe conti-

nuance in office, notwithstanding the heavy and

unanfwercd charges which have been brought

againft them, even themfelves have nothing to

plead but a feeble unavailing rectitude of inten-

tion, conftantly overpowered by the fuperior

policy and vigor of the enemy, or a pretended

apprehenlion, equally falfe and malignant, of

the defigns of thofe whom his majefty might ap-

point to fucceed them in the administration of

public affairs."—In the courfe of his fpeech, this

diftinguimed nobleman took occafion to declare

that he held a parliamentary reform to be effen-

tial to the falvation of the ftate ; and, however

he might have been calumniated as an eager and

ambitious candidate for power, he pledged

hrmfejtfl never to m;;ke one of any adminiftra-

tion with which parliamentary reform was not a

q 4 leading
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leading object ; and that, if this meafurc failed,

he would not continue in office. Yet he al-

lowed there might be men of talents and inte-

grity, perfectly well qualified for the firft offices

of the ftate, who would not confider parlia-

mentary reform as a neceflary ingredient in their

fyftem ; and, fo long as they acled for the public

advantage, they mould have his fupport.—In

allufion to the threatened invafion, his grace

declared it muit be obvious to every man, that,

if the French fucceeded, we mould be the mod
degraded of nations. No rational perfon could,

for a moment, believe that they who oppofe ad-

miniftration would abet the defigns of an inva-

ding enemy,—that they who have conftantly

contended for the liberties of their countrymen

would join an enemy whofe avowed objecl: is

to dellroy them. What then can we think of

minifters when we fee them encouraging thefe

bafe calumnies ? It is certain no man can take

any thare in oppofition to the meafures of admi-

niftration without being thus ftigmatized.

—

" My lords," (faid the noble fpeaker) determined

as X am, never, by any acl of mine, to contri-

bute to the continuance of the prefent war,

ftill, if we are attacked by the enemy, I will

be among the foremoft to maintain the liberties

of my country againft all oppreilors, tyrants,

and invaders,—Never will I fight for the prefent

miniirers j
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minifters ; for I know of no more decided ene-

mies to their country and their king than they

are. I may for the moment fufpend my oppofi-

tion to them, but it will be only for a moment.

When I return, I return as decided a foe to

them as ever. I abhor their conduct, I deteft

their principles, and againfr. the fyftem upon

which they have acted I vow eternal enmity.

If ever an unmanly timidity fhould make me
enter into an alliance with them, if ever bafe

fear mould induce me to join with them in op-

prefling my country, may the juft indignation of

the people purfue me ! may the deteftation of

the world be my lot ! and may the great Crea-

tor pour down his heavieft curfes upon my apo-

flate head!"—The motion of addrefs, after a long

and vehement debate, was negatived by a majo-

rity of 100 voices.

It was impoflible that the alarming ftate of

Ireland fhould not excite very uneafy apprehen-

fions ; although, fmce the recognition of the na-

tional independence of that kingdom and its le-

giflature, it was difficult to bring any queflion

relative to Iriih affairs in a manner perfectly re-

gular before the Britiih parliament.—Early in the

feffion, and previous to the Chriftmas recefs,

however, the earl of Moira, a nobleman of

great property, influence, and popularity, in that

kingdom, and member of both legiflatures,

deeming
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deeming points of form to be wholly fubordi-

nate to thofe grand objects for which govern-

ment itfelf was ordained and conftituted, thought

it indifpenfably necefTary to renew the motion

made by him in the preceding feflion for an ad-

drefs to the king refpe£ting the fituation of Ire-

land. This nobleman obferved, that " he had

unavailingly called the attention of the houfe

lad year to the (late of that country, and had in

vain predicted the confequences which the fyf-

tem of government eftablifhed there muft inevi-

tably produce. The neceility of interposition

was now become more urgent. All confidence,

all fecurity, were taken away. No one could fay

who would be the next victim of the oppreffion

and cruelty which he favv others endure. The

greateft and moft wanton barbarities had been

committed ; but he wifhed, from prudential mo-

tives, to draw a veil over thefe aggravated enor-

mities. He entreated the houfe to take into

ferious confederation the tendency of the prefent

meafures, which, inftead of removing discon-

tents, had increafed the number of the difcon-

tented. The moment of conciliation was not

yet pa(Ted ; but if the fyflem were not changed,

he feared that Ireland would be loft to this coun-

try for ever."

The motion was oppofed by lord Grenville,

and the lord-chancellor, who affcrted that it was

of
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of a nature particularly unfit for the difcuflion

of that houfe, as their lordihips had no authentic

information of the grievances of Ireland, in the

firft place ; and no power to redrefs them, if

exifting, in the fecond. They could not pafs

an opinion upon them regularly; nor attempt

to a£t, without fubverting law and counter-

acting authority. Times of imminent danger

required vigorous exertions ; but no one could

fay that the adminiftration of juftice had ever

been interrupted; nor ought any infinuations to

be thrown out againft the parliament of Ireland,

as if that affembly were deficient in their care for

the welfare and the interefts of their country.

—

The queftion of adjournment was then put and

carried.

Before the end of this feffion, neverthelefs, the

general ftate of affairs in Ireland became fuch

as to force itfelf again upon the notice of par-

liament. On the 26th of March the earl of

Moira once more drew the attention of the

houfe, by itating, " that he hadthe affidavits of

a hundred perfons in his poiTeffion, to prove that

torture had been employed in forcing confeffions

from individuals, againit. themfelves and againit.

their neighbours; that horrible devaftations had

been made on the houfes and property of per-

fons accufed of difaffection. The deponents

were ready to come forward at the bar of the

houfe
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houfe with their teftimonies ; but he wifhed to

avoid whatever might tend to exafperate ; he

mould therefore content himfelf with placing his

affidavits in the hands of the noble lord on the

wool-fack."—The marquis of Downlhire entered

into an elaborate vindication of the conduct of

the executive government in Ireland ; to which,

when lord Moira rofe to reply, he was called

to order by lord Carnarvon, who urged the im-

propriety and danger of fo irregular a converfa-

tion ; and, offering to explain, the duke of Athol

moved an adjournment of the houfe.

On the 15th of June the duke of Leinfter, a

nobleman of the higheft rank and refpec~tability

in Ireland, and a peer alfo of Great Britain,

after a fpeech, in the courfe of which his feel-

ings appeared deeply agitated, moved an addrefs

to his majefty, humbly requeuing e* that his

majefty would deign to direct the proper of-

ficer to lay before this houfe a full and ample

ftatement of the fa£is and circumftances which

had led to the difaflrous affairs of Ireland, and

of the meafures which had hitherto been pur-

fued for the purpofe of averting fuch momen-
tous evils. That, however alarming the difcon-

tents now prevailing in the lifter-kingdom were,

we would not defpair ; but that the refult of

fuch difcuflion would enable us to afiift his ma-

jefty, according to our conftitutional duty, with

fome
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forne well-adapted remedy, fucli as might re-

ftore, in that diftracled part of the Britiili em-

pire, confidence in the laws by due administra-

tion of them, obedience to his majefty's govern-

ment by a temperate ufe of its powers, and

union amongft all defcriptions of perfons in that

kingdom."

A long and animated debate enfued, in which

the motion was fupported by the dukes of Nor-

folk, Bedford, Devonfhire, and Leeds, the earls

of Suffolk, Moira, Fitzwilliam, and Belborough,

and lord Holland ; and oppofed by the lords

Townfhend, Carlifle, Grenville, Spencer, and

the lord-chancellor. On the divifion there ap-

peared, contents 18, not-contents 51.—A firong

proteft was iigned by the diflentient peers.

Upon the fame day lord George Cavendifh,

after a ihort and emphatic fpeech, introduced

into the houfe of commons the following feries

of refolutions, as proper and neceffary to be

adopted by that houfe for the falvation of Ire-

land :

" 1. That whenever this houfe is called upon

for fupplies of men or money, to be provided

by levies and taxes on our conftituents, it is our

right and duty to watch over and control the

purpofes to which they are to be applied.

" 2. That this houfe is ready to make every

exertion in its power to enable his majefty to

fubdue
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fubdue all rebellion againft his lawful authority

—trufrii g he will temper feverity with mercy,

and never lofe light of that equitable policy

which, by the redrefs of real grievances, may

fecure to him the loyalty and arTe£tion of his

people.

"3. That although we (hall be ready at all

times, by all juft means, to maintain the unity

of the Britilh empire, and our connexion with

Ireland as a part of it, yet we never can be-

lieve it is the with of his majefty to fupport

the principle of governing that country as a

conquered and hoftile country—a principle no

lefs contrary to juftice than to the interefts of

the two kingdoms.
u 4. That it is the duty of the minifters to

advife his majefty, that he would be gracioufly

pleafed to repeat the recommendation which he

made through the lord-lieutenant of Ireland to

that kingdom in 1793, ferioufly to coniider the

fituation of the Irifh Catholics, and to confider

it with liberality, for the purpofe of cementing

general union amongft his majefty's fubje£ts in

fupport of the eftablifhed conftitution.

" 5. That fuch perfons as have expr^fTed

their difapprobation of meafures of conceffion,

and under whofe adminiftration Ireland has been

reduced to a fituation fo imminently dangerous

to the interefts and happinefs of the empire,

cannot
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cannot be effectual channels of his majefty's

royal grace and beneficent intentions towards

their fellow fubjects."

Thefe excellent refolutlons were feconded by

lord John Rufiel ; and it was pleafing to thofe

attached to the ancient fyftem of Whjggifm in

this country, to fee the illuftrious names of Ruf-

fel and Cavendiili combined in oppofition to

thofe fatal meafures which had reduced the

Britiih empire to the very verge of deftrucVion.

After a long debate, from which, as from that

in the upper houfe, ftrangers were punftilioufly

excluded,—the miniftry, like the foolifh oftrich,

hiding its head to avert the danger,—the order of

the day was carried by a majority of 146 voices

—the numbers being 66 to 212.

Mr. Fox, who attended in his place upon this

great occafion, then moved the following pro-

portion :
" That this houfe, underftanding it to

be a matter of notoriety that the fyftem of co-

ercion had been enforced in Ireland with a rigor

mocking to humanity,—and, particularly, that

fcourges and other tortures had been employed

to extort confeiTions,—is of opinion, that an im-

mediate (lop mould be put to practices fo dif-

graceful to the Britiih name ; and that our

hopes of reitoring tranquillity to Ireland mult

arife from a change of fyftem as far as relates

to
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to the executive government, together with a

removal from their ftations of thofe perfons by

whofe advice thofe atrocities have been perpe-

trated, and towards whom the people of Ireland

can feel no fentiments but of refentment and

terror."—This, after a fecond debate, was nega-

tived by nearly the fame majority, the numbers

being 62 to 204 voices.

On the 19th of June a meffage from the king

was delivered, acquainting the houfe, that va-

rious regiments of the militia of this kingdom

had made a voluntary tender of their fervices

to be employed for the fuppreffion of the re-

bellion in Ireland. An addrefs of thanks being

moved by Mr. Dundas, preparatory to the intro-

duction of a bill empowering his majefty to ac-

cept the offers of fuch regiments, a vehement

debate arofe. Mr. Nichols faid, " that if the

addrefs were adopted, the principle of the Mi-

litia Bill, as originally eftabliihed, would be

completely abandoned. The meafure befides

would be unjuft to thofe who,- wholly unfu-

fpicious of any fuch intention, had entered, bond

fide, into the militia fervice. The houfe, more-

over," he added, f ought to be fully acquainted

with the merits of the quefiion before they pro-

ceeded to give their fupport to the executive

government, and fully to afcertain the caufes ot

the
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the difcoritent which had driven that unfortu-

nate country into the prefent unnatural con-

teft."

Mr. Lawrence Palk and Mr. Pierrepoint,

gentlemen not ufually found in the ranks of

oppofition, contended againfl: the meafure as a

moft grofs and flagrant violation of the conftitu-

tion.

Mr, Banks exprefied his apprehenfion " that

if the principle of fending the militia to Ire-

land, or to any place out of the realm, were

once admitted, there Was no fpecies of warfare

in which they might not be employed :" and he

moved an amendment to the addrefsj import-

ing, " that the houfe confidered the propor-

tion fuggefted in his majefty's fpeech as of the

utmoft confequence, and fuch as required fome

further deliberation."

Mr. Tierney declared, " that the minifter

ought to come down to the houfe clothed in

fackcloth and afhes when he had fuch a pro-

portion to make as the prefent. There was no

official communication to that houfe even of the

exiftence of a rebellion in Ireland, but in the

meflage calling upon them to take this impor-

tant and unconllitutional ftep in order to fup-

prefs it. The militia was a part of the confti-

tution : where was a fubftitute to be found for

vol. vi. r this
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this body ? The tenor of the oath was to ferve

faithfully in Great Britain."

Sir "William Pulteney faid,
t( he was afraid

that fending the militia was now unavoidable

;

but this was no excufe for thofe who brought

us into the embarrafTment." The houfe then

divided : in favor of the amendment 47, againft

it IIS. The bill finally palled, after much angry

contention and oppofition in both houfes.

The kingdom being thus left destitute of its

natural and conftitutional defence, under the

impending and imminent apprehenfion of an in-

7aiion, the fpirit of military ardor feemed at

once to feize and pervade the whole kingdom ;

and all ranks and , orders of men, whether

friendly or adverfe to the meafures of the exift-

ing adminiitration, eagerly formed themfelves

into volunteer corps, commanded by officers of

their own choice acting under temporary com-

millions from the king, till England prefented

:o her fierce and formidable foe the glorious

picture of an armed nation infpired with the

magnanimous refolution of facrificing their lives

in defence of their country. From this grand

fpetlacle France, which had hitherto cherifhed

the delufiye idea that me had numerous parti-

zans and adherents in Great Britain, fhrunk

back afloniOred and appalled ; and the Britilh

niiniftry
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miniftry themfelves at length were compelled

reluctantly to acknowledge, that there were

perfons of whom it might be truly faid, that

they were at the fame time enemies to them

and friends to their country *. And indeed, in

a too obvious fenfe, he who was not an enemy

to them, and to their rafh, defperate, and exe-

crable meafures, could not be a true friend ei-

ther to himfelf, to his country, or to his fove-

rei^n.

The feffion of parliament clofed June 29,

1798; and the king in his fpeech took efpecial

and handfome notice of the heroic fpirit by

which the nation was now univerfally animated.

* By that extremely insignificant and criminal faction, of

Jacobinical and Painite republicans, who maintained a traitor-

ous correfpondence with France, there can be no doubt that

the French government was moft grofsly duped and impofed

upon, in refpecl to the general ftate of parties and opinions

in Great Britain.—" Councils grounded upon foreign advice,"

—fays a certain, now almoft forgotten, writer of the laft cen-

tury, who was a fagacious obferver of men and things—" or

any thing but a vifible experience, do rarely fucceed. For

intereft, in fuch as defire a change, doth not feldom make
them apprehend more advantages than really there are, and
cover doubts and dangers they are privy to, out of a fear to

dishearten the prince they endeavour to embark in their de-

fence. As it fell out here, where not one man appeared in

favor of the Spaniards—the very Papifts themfelves being no
lefs unwilling than the reft to fee their native country in fub-

jeclion to the ordinary cruelties found in ftrangers."

Osborne's EJays.

r 2 « The
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". The example of your firmnefs and conftancy,."

{aid the monarch to the two houfes of parlia-

ment, " has been applauded and followed by

my fubjects in every rank and condition in life..

A fpirit of voluntary and ardent exertion, dif-

fufed through every part of the kingdom, has

ftrengthened and confirmed our internal fecu-

rity ; the fame fentiments have continued to

animate my troops of every defcription, and my
fleets have met the menaces of invafion by

blocking up all our enemies in their principal

ports."

It is now highly requifite to take a general

view of that ftate of affairs in Ireland which

excited fuch great and juft alarm in the parlia-

ment and miniftry of Great Britain. Certain it

is, that from the sera of the firft acquifition of

Ireland by the Englifh, in the reign of Henry

II. to the prefent time, the Irifli nation, if by

the nation is meant the bulk of the people,

were never reconciled .to the Englifh govern-

ment. They were indeed confidered by Eng-

land., and they confidered themfelves, as a con-

quered people : they regarded the Englifh go-

vernment as a yoke, which it was not only

lawful but meritorious to throw off, whenever

rhcy had the power and the opportunity. The

General and obitinate refinance made by the

Irifli nation in the reign of Elizabeth, to go no

further
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further back, of Charles I. and of king Wil-

liam, to the whole power of England, affords

irrefragable demonstration of this grand truth.

In confequence of the immenfe confifcations

which fucceeded the fupprefiion of thefe three

rebellions, almoft the whole landed propertv

of the kingdom was transferred to the Engliih

fettlers and their defcendants, who formed as

it were a diftincl colony in Ireland, a nation

within a nation, differing in manners, cuftoms,

language, and religion ; and in whom, as the

Irilh Catholics were deprived of the privileges

of the conftitution, and under a legal profcrip-

tion, not only the whole property, but the

whole political power and influence of the

country, was for a long fucceffion of years ex-

clusively vefted. " At Cionnell, near Cafrle-

reagh," fays a well known modern writer, " lives

O'Connor, the direct defcendant of Roderic

O'Connor, king of Connaught 700 years ago.

His monument, with the enfigns of royalty, is

in Rofcommon church. This family has fuffered

more in the revolution of ages than the O'Neils

and O'Bryens. The common people, however,

pay him great refpe£t, and confider him as the

prince of a people involved in one common
ruin *."

* Vide Arthur Young's 'Tour to Ireland.'

r 3 The
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The Englifh colony in Ireland, or, adopting

the phrafe formerly in ufe, " the Englifh fettlers

within the pale," bearing no proportion in

numbers to the genuine native Irifh, were com-

pelled to depend entirely upon the government

of England for fupport. The Irifh legiflature

therefore readily, if not willingly, fubmitted to

the fupreme authority afTumed by the parlia-

ment of England as the price of their fecurity.

Or if they ever fhewed a difpofition to conteft

this legiflative fuperiority, as in the reigns of

king William and king George I. the refiftance

v/as neither very ferious or permanent. From

the acceffion of the Houfe of Hanover, although

the laws againft popery, till a recent period,

fuffered no relaxation, the government of the

country was adminiftered in the fpirit of mild-

nefs. The civilization of the inhabitants and

the commercial indufhy of the community in-

creafed ; improvements of all kinds made great

and rapid advances j and the Catholics par-

ticipated, however unequally, in the general

profperity—lofing gradually their attachment to

the banifhed houfe of Stuart, and acquiring

with the increafing liberality of the times ad-

ditional degrees of light and knowledge. After

centuries of ammolity, the Catholics and Pro-

teftants feemed at length to begin to confider

themfelves as having a common and national

intereft
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intereft diftinct. from that of England. The loy-

alty d'fcovered by the Irifli Catholics during the

unfortunate difputes with America, and the de-

fire of preferving and increafing that attach-

ment, combined with a fenfe doubtlefs of the

injufrice of the laws under which they fuffered,

induced the government here from time to time

to exert its infiuen.ee in the Irifh legiflature, to

grant them fuch relief as they were deemed en-

titled or qualified to receive : and every new
acq ifilion of liberty, or exemption from op-

preffion, confirmed and flrengthened the impref-

fion of a common and national interefr. The
Irifli lejriflature itfelf feemed to encourage the

pleafing and patriotic idea ; and feeing*the great

dillrefs and embarraflment of England during

the laft years of the American war, Ireland ea-

gerly embraced the golden opportunity to extort

from her, firft the grant of a free trade, and then

the recognition of her political independence.

In making thefe demands the Irilh parlia-

ment felt itfelf fupported by the voice of the

whole nation—the interefl of the Catholics being

no lefs concerned than that of the Proteflants

in the one, and their national pride no lefs

grat^ned by the other. But no Cooner had

thefe two grand points been carried by the aid

and powerful concurrence of the CatIiolics s

than they reverted with keener fenfibility tc

B 4 tfrofe
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thofe fevere unrepealed laws which ftill placed

them, as they conceived, out of the pale of

the conftitution*. They now, therefore, bent

all their efforts to obtain a radical reform of

the reprefentation j which, as they juftly be-

lieved, would lead to a total abolition of the

exifting penal flatutes. But the Irifh parlia-

ment, which had no longer any caufe of con-

tention with England, received their applica-

tions with the higheft degree of jealoufy and

averfion. Whither this radical reform would

ultimately tend was indeed too obvious not to

excite the fpirit of determined refiftance in the

legiflatures of both countries, who trembled at

the apprehenfion of a ferious invefligation of the

fubfifting abufes in church and ftate : and, mould

a majority of Catholics be elected in confe-

quence of this reform, the very exiftence of the

Proteftant government and Proteftant eftablifh-

* " The declared objedt of the popery laws" (fays Mr.

Burke, in his letter to fir Hercules Langrifhe,) " was to re-

duce the Catholics of Ireland to a miferable populace, without

property, without eftimation, without education.—They di-

vided the nation into two difiin6t bodies, without common
intereft, fympathy, or connexion. The old code was a com-

plete fyftem full of coherence and confiftency, well digefted,

and well compofed, in all its parts ; it was a machine of wife

and elaborate contrivance j and as well fitted for the oppreffion^

impoverifhment, and degradation of a people, and the de-

bafement in them of human-nature itfelf, as ever proceeded

from the perverted ingenuity of man." r. 86-87.

ment
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xnent in Ireland would be endangered. Though

fome conceffions were made therefore in fub-

ordinate matters, every motion brought forward

in parliament for a reform in the reprcfentation

was rejected by vaft majorities—the influence

of the executive government being in perfect

unifon on this point with the inclinations, fearSj

and prejudices, of the legiflative body.

In confequence of their repeated disappoint-

ments, the Irifti Catholics remained in a ftate of

extreme diffatisfaction, and almoft defpondency,

till the great event of the French revolution in-

fpired them with new hopes and frefli courage.

The juft and noble principles of government

promulgated by the Conftituent Aflembly, fo

congenial to the feelings of an oppreffed and

perfecuted people, were eagerly and enthu/iafti-

cally embraced by the Catholics of Ireland ; as

well as by that large proportion of the Iriih

Proteftants who diilented from the eftablifhed

church,—a great and refpe£rable clafs of men,

who were formerly for the moil part adverfe to

the claims of the Catholics, but who were now
the avowed and zealous defenders of their equity

and juftice.

In the year 1791 the famous fociety of United

Iriflimen was formed, which profeffed to have

in view the abolition of all legal tells and pro-

fcriptions $ the entire emancipation of the Ca-

tholics ;
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tholics ; and a radical reform in parliament :-—

and there exifts not the lead proof or preemp-

tion that the views of the fociety at its firfl in-

ftitution, or for feveral years afterward, extended

beyond thefe profeflions, whatever might be the

concealed defign of individuals. The govern-

ments of both kingdoms neverthelcfs continued

Hill as inimical as ever both to the reform in

parliament and the complete emancipation of

the Catholics.

Such was the flate of things when Great Bri-

tain, againfl: every rule of good policy, and even

of common fenfe, entered into the confederacy

againft France. As it was now of the utmoft

Importance that the fpirit of difcontent in Ire-

land mould not be fuffered to arife to difaffec-

tion, the famous Catholic Toleration Bill was

introduced into the Iriih Parliament in the (e[-

fion of 1793, under the fanclion of government,

and on the exprefs recommendation of the ib-

vereign. This bill, in its palfage through the

two houfes, was much cramped and limited in

its operation by the fpirit of bigotry and (oily :

when paffed, it was perceived to fall extremely

fhort of its profeffed obje£t ; and the Catholics

difpleafed and difappointed, declared loudly that

nothing lefs would fatisfy them than a complete

emancipation and admiffion to all the privileges

of the conftitution. To this claim the Engliih

government.
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government, whofe intentions refpe£ling the

Catholics had not been fulfilled by the late

bill, appeared to hearken with favorable atten-

tion : and, at the clofe of the year 1794, earl

Fitzwilliam was appointed lord-lieutenant of

Ireland, with full powers, as he himfelf, and

the whole kingdom of Ireland, underftood, to

carry the plan of emancipation into effecl:.-—

That thus much might have been conceded

with the moft perfett fafety, and that the moft

beneficial confequenc.es would have refulted

from it, there cannot exiii the fhadow of a

reafonable doubt : and that the fpirit of con-

ciliation and of wifdom might have happily

compromifed the remaining difficulties, rela-

tive to parliamentary reform and the ecclefiaf-

tical eftablifhment, is fcarcely more problema-

tical. But by fome indifcreet and premature

difmiffals from office, lord Fitzwilliam alarmed

the whole body of " king's friends", Tories,

and " Swifs of State", who would moft proba-

bly have conformed to any plan, however favor-

able to liberty and liberality (that is, in other

words, however contrary to their own malignant

prejudices and inclinations), had they been al-

lowed to retain their places. But the imme-

diate confequence of the too daring attack of

lord Fitzwilliam upon this formidable phalanx

was the peremptory recall of his lordlhip, the

re-inftatement
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re-inftatement of the difplaced courtiers, and

the grief, rage, and ruin, of the country.

This virtuous and patriotic nobleman was

Succeeded in the government of Ireland, as has

been already related, by the earl of Camden ;

under whofe difaftrous adminiftration, disaffec-

tion and oppreifion, each operating alternately

as the efficient caufe of the other, were foon

carried to a moft alarming and terrible height.

In the month of March 1796 was paffed the fa-

mous Infurreclion Acl, empowering the magis-

trates in any county or diftricl: to proclaim it

out of the king's peace ; and confequently to

fubjecl: the wretched inhabitants, at their dif-

cretion, or, in other words, their pleafure, to

military law, under colour of which the moft

horrible outrages were perpetrated.

Neverthelcfs, to the conclufion of that year,

the Catholics ftill flattered themfelves that a

change of fyftem would take place in their

favor ; and when the French attempted an in^

valion in the month of December, the whole

kingdom, Catholics and Proteftants, forgetting

for the time their contentions and animofities,

difplayed only an emulation of ardor in the

national defence,—as the lord-lieutenant him-

felf acknowledged in his official difpatches.

But the patience and forbearance of the Ca-

tholics was at length' exhausted j and the go-

vernmentj
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vernment, ftill mewing itfelf proudly and obfti-

nately hoftile to their humble claims, they fud-

denly and totally altered their whole plan of

policy; and, in defpair of obtaining juftice at

home, they entered into dark and dangerous

intrigues with the French government, which a

fhort time matured into a fecret and treafonable

confpiracy, by the aid and affiftance of that

hoftile power, to fubvert the exifting conftitu-

tion of their country, and to dififolve for ever

its connexion with Britain.

Although the impolicy of the Englilh go-

vernment in raifing the hopes of the Irifh Ca-

tholics to the higheft pitch by the appointment

of lord Fitzwilliam, and then darning the cup

of expectation from their lips by his fudden

recall, is fo egregious as to admit of no extenu-

ation, it by no means follows that the revolt of

the IriLh Catholics, in aclual circumftances, was

to be vindicated upon any true principles of

reafon. To whatever motives it might be

afcribed, no one could controvert the fact that

the prefent reign had been to the Catholics a

reign of indulgence and conceflion. By the lad

a£t of toleration, they wanted, comparatively,

but little of being" reftored to the perfect enjoy-

ment of civil liberty ; and as the current upon the

whole ran in their favor, notwithftanding fome

occafional and temporary difappointments, there

is
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is good ground to believe that, had they con-

ducted themfelves with temper and moderation,

they would ultimately have fucceeded in their

attempts to be reftored to their rights as men
and citizens in their fulled extent—to their po-

litical as well as civil exiftence. After the a£l

of 1793 they fuffered under no pofitive oppref-

fion ; their grievances were thenceforth nega-

tive only : and furely it is not every error in

government, it is not every refufal to comply

with a claim in itfelf juft and equitable, that

will juftify refinance, or authorize an appeal to

arms* Obedience to the magiftrate is the ge-

neral rule of duty not to be departed from but

on great and extraordinary occalions, and upon

urgent motives, fuch as can never be pleaded

in defence or extenuation of the Irifli revolt of

1798.

And to view this tranfaction in another light,

it may be pronounced no lefs ram and im-

prudent than immoral and unjuft. The num-

ber of thofe who had entered into the aflbcia-

tion of United Irifhmen, who had fworn fidelity

to the rules of the inftitution, and who had

been led on, ftep by ftep, to engage in this

confpiracy againft the government, was indeed

prodigious ; but (till the power both of the

fword and the purfe, that moft potent of all

combinations, was in the hands of the Protec-

tants :
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tants: and, in cafe of neceffity, the govern-

ment of Ireland would, no doubt, be fupported

by the mighty force of Britain. The Iriih Ca-

tholics mufi therefore be reduced to an abfo-

lute dependence upon France in order to efta-

blifh their viiionary independency. But what

fcenes of carnage and of horror mud the wretch-

ed inhabitants of Ireland witnefs before the ex-

iting government could be fubverted by the aid

of fuch an ally ! And even fuppofing the object

itfelf attained, did the conduct of France in

other countries afford them any rational ground

of expectancy that me would aft upon princi-

ples of equity, moderation, and generofity, to

Ireland? What had been her policy in Bel-

gium, in Lombardy, in Venice ? Even Hol-

land, the only country where the French had

appeared to obferve any bounds or limits of mo-

deration, was degraded to the rank of a de-

pendent province ;—and fuch, no doubt, would

have been the fate of Ireland, had ihe fucceeded

in her wild and romantic project of feparating

herfelf from Great Britain.

So early as the year 1794, the French govern-

ment had, for the purpofc of acquiring intelli-

gence, fent, as an agent into thefc kingdoms,

one Jackfon, a native of Ireland, of the clerical

profeflion, who came to England recommended,

as far as appears, to no other perfon than a Mr.

Stone,
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Stone, merchant, at Old-ford near London"/

whofe brother, a violent democrat, but a man
of fome parts and plaufibility, had a few years

before removed to Paris in order to enjoy the

bleffings of French liberty. The merchant Stone^

a man to the laft degree weak and vain, re-

ceived this dangerous friend with much hof*

pitality, taking pains, in their frequent confe-

rences upon the ftate of affairs, to convince

him of the impolicy and impracticability of any

attempt upon England : and to corroborate his

own opinion, he obtained from divers highly

refpe&able perfons, to whom he had occafional

accefs, their verbal or written fentiments to the

fame efTecl:—-boafting in lofty terms the great

fervice he mould be able, in confequence of the

communication he held with his brother in

France, to render to this country. On applying,

however, to Mr. Sheridan, he received very

properly for anfwer, " that he would neither re-

ceive any information nor give any opinion ; and

that whatever he had to difclofe ought to be

addrefled to the fecretary of ftate, Mr. Dundas,

who would judge of the importance of it."

—

Upon the whole, Jackfon being convinced that

the project of an invafion of England was hope-

lefs, repaired to Ireland, where he ftill continued

his correspondence with Stone ; both writing

under feigned names, and in terms of confidence

which
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which mewed, on the part of Stone, to fay the

lead, inconceivable indifcretion. The corre-

fpondence being intercepted by government,

both Jackfon and Stone were in a fhort time

apprehended on a charge of high-treafon ; and

the former was convicted on the moft decifive

evidence. When brought up for fentence, how-

ever, he fell down fuddenly, and expired before

it could be pronounced. Stone, after a long

confinement, was alfo tried ; but the evidence

being by no means clear, and his intentions,

with refpecl: to England at leaft, appearing upon

the whole innocent, and even laudable, he was,

by the candor of the jury, acquitted of the

treafon imputed to him, and foon afterwards

followed his brother to France.

Immediately on the conviclion of Jackfon,

Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone, accounted the ori-

ginal founder of the fociety of United Irifli-

men, Mr. Hamilton E.owan, and fome other

diftinguimed membefs of that affociation, who
even thus early had formed deep defigns againft

the exifting government, thought itneceffary to

abfcond.

At the commencement of the year 1795 lord

Fitzwilliam went over with powers which, had
he been fortunately fuffered to a& upon them,
would, beyond all queftion, have completely
tranquillifed the nation. On his departure,

vol. vi. t things
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things foon began to wear a molt ferious afpe£lj

and the fociety of United Irifhmen received an

important acceflion of men of parts and influ-

ence ;—amongft others, the celebrated Arthur

O'Connor, who had diftinguifhed himfelf as a

zealous partizan of the meafures propofed by

lord Fitzwilliam ; Dr. M'Nevin, chairman of

the Catholic committee j and Mr. Oliver Bond,

an opulent merchant of Dublin. The general

views of the fociety at this time feem to have

been lawful and juft : but thofe of the leaders

went certainly much farther, and very dangerous

lengths. Though parliamentary reform, Catho-

lic emancipation, and the abolition of tythes,

were ftill the profefTed objects, they appeared

from this period to addrefs themfelves much

more to the paffions than to the judgment of

the people at large;, and to exert unwearied

pains to diftufe opinions calculated to re-kindle

in all its antient fury the immortal hatred be-

tween the Catholic and Proteftant feels—re-

prefenting to the former the dreadful injuries

inflicted upon their anceftors by the latter, of

which the Catholics yet felt the grievous effect

:

and it has been upon high authority affirmed,

that in the province of Leinfter, the common
people, at firft averfe to the meafures propofed

to them, were terrified into an active concur-

rence, in confequence of being allured by the

emifiaries
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rmiftaries of treafon that it was neceffary in

their own defence, as their Proteftant fellow-

fubje&s had entered into a folemn league and

covenant to deftroy them, having fwom to wade

up to their knees in popifli blood *.

At the latter end of this year a regular com-

munication was opened by the leaders of the

fociety and the French Directory, through the

medium of Mr. Wolfe Tone and other Iriili

refugees. And early in the following year a

proportion was received from the French go-

vernment, that an army mould be fent over to

Ireland to aflift in the projected effort to fubvert

the monarchy;, and to feparate Ireland from the

Britiih connection. The propofition was ac-

cepted by the fecret committee of the fociety >

which had now extended itfelf over the whole

kingdom, being regularly organized into pri-

mary aflemblies, a certain number of delegates

from which compofed what they ftyled the ba-

ronial committee—whence a fecond delegation

formed the county committee. Delegates in

the fame manner from the county committees

conftituted the provincial committee ; and the

provincial committees made choice of five per-

ions, who compofed the national committee,

ftyling themfelves the Irifh Executive Directory,

* « Report of the Irifh Houfe of Lords, A. D. 1799.'

s Q whofe
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whofe orders were implicitly obeyed by the"

members of the union throughout the whole

kingdom.

In the fummer of 1796, lord Edward Fitz-

gerald, brother to the duke of Leinfter, and

a zealous leader of the afTociation, in company

with Mr. Arthur O'Connor, both members of

the Iriih Directory, repaired- to the continent,

and, proceeding to Switzerland, held a confe-

rence near the French frontier with general

Hoche, in which the plan of the invalion was.

finally adjufted. The caufes which rendered

that expedition abortive have been already nar-

rated ; but the loyalty difplayed on that occafion

by the Iriih commonalty clearly proves that the

Iriih and French Directories had greatly miscal-

culated concerning the general difpofition of

the people at this juncture. The Iriih lead-

ers appeared, however, extremely refolute in

the profecution of their criminal defigns; and

the alliance with France became, in confequence

of this failure, only the more firmly cemented.

One Lewins was nominated relident minifler

of the Irish republic at Paris; and, in the

fummer of 1797, an ambaffador extraordinary,

Dr. M'Nevin, a member of the Iriih executive

directory, was deputed to Paris to make the

necefTary arrangements for a feconcl invalion.

The French government avoided returning any

definitive
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definitive anfwer till the iifue of the negotiation

at Lifle was determined ; on the rupture of

which they were lavifh in their affurances of

fpeedy and effectual fupport.

Two armaments, one from Holland, the other

from France, were deftined to fail nearly at the

fame time for Ireland ; but the total defeat of

the Dutch fleet under admiral De Winter by

lord Duncan entirely difconcerted this fecond

plan,—the French government, depending upon

this co-operation, not choofing to rifque the

fafety of their own fleet by permitting it to put

to fea from Breft after this unlooked-for difafter.

Thus the favorable moment was loft: for things

were now come to a crilis ; and the project of

infurreftion, if executed at all, could no longer

be deferred.

Notwithstanding the mutual aflurances of re-

gard and fraternity which paffed between the

two directories, it is certain that great jea-

loufies fubfifted on the part of Ireland at leaft,

and not without good reafon, of the fecret de-

ligns of the French government, which were

fufpecied to aim at the ultimate fubjection of

the filler republic. Lord Edward Fitzgerald

and other chiefs of the Irfh union, abfurdly

confident in their own ftrength, were detirous of

limiting the affiftance of France to 10,000 men

and 40,000 rland of arms. But the French,who

s 3 were



262 GEORGE III.

were not deceived in the magnitude of the

undertaking, declared an army of 50,000 men
to be requifite in order to eftablifh the indepen-

dency and liberty of Ireland. They engaged,

"however, to fend fuch fuccours as circumftances

would admit in aid of the intended infurreclion,

and which would arrive in Ireland at the end

of April or the beginning of May *.

At the commencement of the year 1798 a

grand effort was refolved upon. In the month

of February a military commiffion was appoint-

ed by the executive council, and inftructions

iffued to the adjutants-general. Nocturnal af-

femblies were held in all parts of the king-

dom, where the people were trained to the ufe

of arms. The boldeft depredations were made,

the mod unqualified menaces thrown out, and

every thing feemed to prefage the near approach

of a dreadful explofion. On the other hand,

where the king's troops and the Orange volun-

teer corps prevailed, the moft horrid barbari-

ties were practifed upon the perfons, and the

moft mocking ravages committed upon the pro-

perties, of the afTociated Irifhmen ; and it feemed

to be the policy of government to irritate and

provoke them into a premature revolt.

The earl of Moira, at this time refident in

*" Report of the Secret Committee (England.)

Ireland,
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Ireland, on the 19th of February moved, in the

Irifh houfe of peers, an addrefs to the lord-

lieutenant, befeeching his excellency tc to pur-

fue fuch conciliatory meafures as might 'allay

the apprehenfions, and extinguifh the difcon-

tents, unhappily prevalent in the country." This

was the laft almoft hopelefs effort of humanity

and wifdom to compofe the differences, and

heal the diftra&ions, of this unfortunate and

undone country. His lordfhip recapitulated thofe

abominable afts of cruelty and torture, flogging,

picketing, half-hanging, &c. &c. by which the

confefhon of crimes had, in innumerable in-

ftances, been extorted from perfons againft whom
no legal evidence could be adduced, and no rea-

fonable caufe even of fufpicion exifted—perfons

who, unlefs under the momentary preffure of

excruciating agony, ftill perfifled in the avowal

of their innocence. His lordfhip declared his

intention, if his ftatement of fa£ts was denied,

to move for the examination of witnefTes at the

bar of the houfe *, He admitted the probable

exiftence

* " Innumerable are the examples" (fays a juftly celebrated

writer) " of innocent perfons, who, from the agony of tor-

ture, have conferled themfelves guilty. Lives there a man
who, when he reflects on fuch cruelty, is not tempted to fly

from fociety, and return to his natural ftate of independence ?

The refult of torture is a matter of calculation, and depends

on the constitution, which differs in every individual. To
s 4 difcover
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exigence of confpiracy in the kingdom :
" but

do not (faid he), on a loofe charge of partial

tranfgreffion, inflicl punimment on a whole com-

munity. The ftate of fociety is dreadful indeed,

when the fafety of every man is at the mercy of

a fecret informer ; when the cupidity, the male-

volence, or the erroneous fufpicions of an indi-

vidual are fufficient to deflroy his neighbour."

His lordfhip fligmatized, in the fevereft terms of

reproach, the culpable mifconducl of minifters

in the recall of lord Fitzwilliam, and the final

refufal of government to concede to the Catho-

lics thofe immunities which would give them a

common intereft with their countrymen. With

refpett to the queflion of parliamentary reform,

though he had himfelf no high idea of its prac-

tical benefit, he was of opinion that it had a

juft claim to be candidly inyeiligated, and that

the general voice of the country ought to be

complied with.

What effect meafures of conciliation, if adopt-

ed at this late period, would have produced, it

is not eafy to conjecture. If they had not ex-

difcover truth by this method is a problem to be refolvecf only

by a mathematician ; who, when the force of the mufcles,

and the fenfibility of the nerves, of an innocent perfon are

precifely ftated, ma; be required to find the degree of pain

neceffary to roa-ke him confefs himfelf guilty of a given

crime." Beccakia en Crimes and Punijbments.

tinguiflied



GEORGE III. 265

iinguilhed the confpiracy, they would have ex-

tremely difconcerted the confpirators, and weak-

ened the bonds of the affociation. But there

was as little hope on the one fide as fear on the

other, that any fuch meafures would be adopted.

The lord-chancellor Fitzgibbon, recently created

Earl of Clare, ventured boldly to affert, " that

the fyftem of government had been a fyftem of

conciliation; that in no place had the experi-

ment been (o fairly tried as in Ireland, and in

none had it fo completely failed." His lordihip

adduced ftrong faels to demonftrate that the ob-

ject of the United Society of Irifhmen was to

overthrow the government and difiblve the Bri-

tish connection. "He did not juftify the pro-

ceedings of the Orange-men, but he aflerted

that they were not enemies to their country.

He did not approve the tortures, burnings, aflaf-

finations, and murderings, of which the noble

lord had fpoken ; but he was compelled to ob-

ferve, that when treafon and rebellion make it

neceffary to call out the military, it is not always

poffible to reftrain their refentments."

The lord-chancellor having, in the courfe of

his fpeech, paffed fome reflections on the biihop

of Down, who had promoted a petition to the

king in favor of conciliatory meafures, that

prelate, with much firmnefs and dignity, vin-

dicated his character from the illiberal afperfions

thus
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thus publicly thrown upon it. He acknow-

ledged " that he was a friend to conciliation.

Coercion (he faid) had been tried long enough.

With refpe£t to Catholic emancipation, he con-

fidered it as a matter of right, not of favor ; and

a reform of parliament as an act of policy, which

the ftate of the country rendered abfolutely ne-

ceflary : and the prefent calamities of the coun-

try he afcribed to that moft impolitic and la-

mentable meafure, the recall of lord Fitzwil-

liam." The motion of lord Moira was finally

rejected by a very large majority.

It is a memorable circumftance, that, nine

days only after this debate, fir Ralph Abercrom-

bie, commander-in-chief, declared in public or-

ders, <c that the very difgraceful frequency of

courts-martial, and the many complaints of ir-

regularities in the conduct of the troops in that

kingdom, had too unfortunately proved the army

to be in a Itate of licentioufnefs which muft

render it formidable to every one but the ene-

my." This able and highly-refpecled officer was

immediately fuperfeded by general Lake.

Early in the new year, Mr. Arthur O'Connor,

one of the pretended Executive Directory, leav-

ing Ireland, had arrived in London, with an in-

tention of proceeding to France in company

with one Binns a very active member of the

Correfponding Society, James O'Coigley an Irith

prieft,
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prieft, and two other perfons of the names of

Allen and Leary. During the temporary refi-

dence of Mr. O'Connor in London, that gen-

tleman, and O'Coigley the prieft, a man of great

courage, activity, ana add re ft, kept up a con-

fidential intercourfe with the principal mem-
bers of the popular focieties in London ; which,

in confequence of the fevere and impolitic mea-

fures of government, had gone on in the ufual

progreflion, from difcontent to difaffeclion -

3 and

the objecl: of whofe moft daring leaders, for two

years paft, had avowedly been the eftabliihment

of a Britifh republic by the affiftance of France

;

and meetings were privately held to concert the

means of procuring arms to enable them to co-

operate with the French forces in cafe of an in-

vafion. A traitorous cabal of this fort was at-

tended by O'Connor and O'Coigley, at an apart-

ment in Furnival's Inn, which was the cufto-

mary place of refort with thofe who were moft

deeply engaged in the confpiracy; and fecret

confultations were here carried on with a view

to projects deemed too dangerous and defperate

to be brought forward in any of the larger foci-

eties. Ambngft thefe plans, it is pretended, was

a moft horrid one, for effecting a general infur-

reftion at the fame moment in the metropolis

and throughout the country ; and of directing

it to the objecl: of feizing or aflafiinating the

king,
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king, the royal family, and many of the mem-
bers of both houfes of parliament. An officer

of fome experience in his majefty's fervice was

felected as their military leader ; and though

thefe plans were not as yet fufficiently matured

to warrant any prefent attempt, the moil fan-

guine hopes were entertained that the time

was nearly ripe for meafures of open violence.

Attempts had been recently made, and with

much fuccefs, to form in this country a fociety

of United Engiiilimen, on the model of that of

the United Irilli, and O'Coigley and Binns were

the leading perfons in that defign. In and about

the town of Manchefter only, the aflbciation had

extended itfelf to no lefs than eighty divifions,

containing from fifteen to thirty-fix members

each j and it was organized in like manner with

that of Ireland, under the direction of county

and provincial committees, &c. the whole be-

ing governed by a fecret executive committee,

whofe orders were implicitly obeyed by all the

members of the fociety. An affociation of the

fame nature was alfo eftablifhed in Scotland

;

and both of them maintained an intimate in-

tercourfe with the original Correfponding So-

ciety *.

Government

* Thefe particulars are taken from the Report of the Secret

Committee of the Houfeof Common*, prefented by Mr. Dun-

das,



GEORGE III. 2(59

Government having received accurate intel-

ligence relative to the motions and defigns of

O'Connor and his companions, on the 28th of

May they were taken into cuftody at Margate,

in the attempt to obtain a paflage to France.

Upon the prieft O'Coigley was found a paper,

fryled an Addrefs from the Secret Committee of

England to the Executive Directory of France,

clearly demonnrating the traitorous views of

thofe concerned in the framing or transmiffion

of it to the French government. Being brought

to their trial at Maidftone, in a few weeks,

O'Coigley was capitally convicted, on the evi-

dence of the paper in queftion, of high-treafon,

and immediately executed—furTering with he-

roic fortitude, as a viftim in the caufe of his

country, the utmoft penalties of the law. No-

thing beyond prefumptions appearing againft

his companions,—Allen and Leary were, by the

lenity of the Englifli maxims of jurifprudence,

fet at liberty ; but O'Connor and Binns, not-

das, January 23, 1799, which, being itfelf founded on the vc

ports of the government fpies, mult be received with many
grains of allowance. The plot for aifaffinating the king and

royal family, &c. feems an incredible extravagance, and has

been confirmed by no collateral evidence. Of the disaffe&ion

of the leaders of the popular focieties at this period, however,

there can remain no reafonable doubt. The " experienced

officer" alluded to, is fuppofed to have been the unfortunate

colonel Defpard,

withftandtog
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with ftanding their acquittal, were detained ort

another charge of high-treafon, no doubt <m

very good grounds, preferred againft them. The
rank in life and connections of O'Connor being-

very diftinguifhed, as the nephew and reputed

heir of lord Longueville,—his manners alfo be-

ing prepoffefling, and his general integrity of

character unimpeached,—he had eafy introduc-

tion to fome of the firft families in England,

chiefly thofe connected with the oppofition;

and, from a principle of honor, cautioufly and

carefully concealing from them his real defigns,

he was univerfally believed to have extended

his views no farther than the entire emancipa-

tion of the Catholics, and a radical reform of

parliament upon the principles of* the conftitu-

tion. Several perfons, therefore, of the firft di-

ftinction and merit appeared at Maidftone to

give evidence to his character as, to the belt of

their knowledge and belief, a true and loyal fub-

je£i, which excited much temporary abufe and

obloquy in the ministerial prints.

The crilis was now arrived which was to

prove fatal either to the government or to the

confpirators. In a complicated plan of con-

fpiracy, the agency of many perfons muft be em-

ployed; and, as the plot ripens to maturity, the

fecret of it mult be gradually difclofed. Among
the perfons admitted to a considerable mare of

confidence.
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confidence, was one Reynolds, formerly a filk

manufacturer in Dublin, but now refident in

the county of Kildare. Having been fworn

an United Irishman in February 1797, Reynolds

was in the following winter appointed treafurer

to the county, and alfo a colonel in the army of

the infurgents. On the 25th of February, 1798,

this loyal traitor difclofed to a partizan of go-

vernment, of the name of Cope, the nature and

whole extent of the confpiracy, being particu-

Jarly careful not to omit that a meeting of dele-

gates for the province of Leinfter was fummoned

for the 12th of March, at the houfe of Mr.

Oliver Bond, one of the five executive directors.

At the day and hour appointed for the meeting,

the houfe of Mr. Bond was befet by the officers

of juftice. Fourteen of the delegates, with their

fecretary, were apprehended and, at the fame

time, Dr. M'Nevin and counfellor Emmett, both

of the directory, and feveral other leading mem-
bers of the fociety, were taken into cuftody.

A warrant was alfo iffued againft lord Edward

Fitzgerald; but he efcaped, and remained for

feveral weeks concealed in the city of Dub-

lin, but was at length difcovered in the houfe

of one Murphy, a dealer in feathers. On the

police officers entering the room, the unhappy

nobleman made a defperate but hopelefs, and,

againft men employed in the difcharge of their

public
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public duty, very improper defence. He wound-

ed two of the principals, Mr. Juftice Swan an'd

a captain Ryan, dangeroufly—the latter, as it

proved, mortally ; and was himfelf fo feverely

hurt hi the fray, that, the agitation of his mind

alfo no doubt contributing to the cataitrophe,

he languiihed a few days only before he expired.

His intentions appear to have been upright, his

views disinterefted, his courage heroic ; but he

had deeply imbibed thole fatally romantic no-

tions in politics which are fo ill calculated to

attain the practical purpofes at which they pro-

fefs to aim.

Government received alfo full information of

the projects of the confpirators from another

quarter. A captain Armftrong, a man of great

art and addrefs, had been inftrucled to profefs

himfelf a convert to the caufe, to enter into the

fociety, and to obtain, by a mew of zeal and

all the attentions of affiduity, the confidence of

the leaders,—in all which he fucceeded to a

very great degree, without exciting the remoteft

fufpicion.

The whole body of confpirators being thrown

into the greateit confuiion and confirmation by

the late arrefts, and the whole executive direc-

tory being now in fecure cuilody, the govern-

ment, on the 30th of March, published a pro-

clamation, ftating, " that the traitorous confpi-

racy,
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racy, long exiiting within this kingdom, had

broken out into acts of open rebellion ; and

giving notice that the moft direct and pofitive

orders had been iffued to the officers command-

ing his majefty's forces to employ them with the

utmoft vigor and decifion for the immediate

fuppreffion thereof." And, on the 18th of April,

the internal diforders and diftra&ions of the

kingdom daily and almoft hourly increafing,

major-general Duff gave public notice, " that

the lord-lieutenant and council had iffued orders

to him, to quarter troops, to prefs horfes and

carriages, to demand forage and provifions, and

to hold courts-martial for the trial of offences of

all defcriptions, civil and military." The ge-

neral concludes with faying, w the people are

forewarned, that, in cafe of invafion from the

French, if they mould attempt to join the enemy,

or communicate with him, or join in any infur-

reetion, they will be immediately put to death,

and their houfes and properties deftroyed. The
general-officers call on the people to know why
they ihould be lefs attached to the government

now than they were a year ago, when they

fhewed fo much loyalty in affifling his majenV-;

troops to oppofe the landing of the French ?"

A new executive directory had been appoint-

ed by the provincial delegates, amongft whom
were two brothers of the name oi Sheares, by

vol. vi. t profeffion
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profeiTion barriflers, young men of excellent ta-

lents, and, politics apart, of unfullied reputation.

To thefe new directors the profligate Armftrong,

early in the month of May, obtained an intro-

duction 5 and from them he learned " that a

general riling mult immediately take place,

—

that the impatience of the people, mice the cri-

minal profecutions, could no longer be retrained*

—that it was become neceffary to make a great

national effort, and relinquifh the original plan

of waiting for French fuccours." The project

propofed was to feize the camp of Loughlins-

town, the artillery at Chapelizod, and the caftle

of Dublin, in one night—the 23d of May. It

was alfo planned, that a great infurrection mould

take place at Cork at the fame time. But, on

the 21ft of that month, the two brothers, Henry

and John Sheares, with fome others of the prin-

cipal confpirators, were apprehended, the city

and county of Dublin were proclaimed by the

lord-lieutenant and council to be in a ftate of

infurrection; the guards at the caftle, and all

the great objects of attack, were trebled ; and

the whole city was, in fact, converted into a

garrifon.

By thefe precautions the metropolis was hap-

pily preferved from becoming a fcene of blood

and flaughter ; but on the day prefixed great

bodies of the infurgents appeared in arms in

d liferent
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different parts of the country. In a difpatch

from lord Camden to the duke of Portland,

May 24, his excellency ftates, " that at half pall

two that morning a regular attack, had been

made by a rebel force, confiding of about a

thoufand men, armed with mufquets and pikes,

upon the town of Naas, fourteen miles only

from Dublin, but which was repulfed by the

Armagh militia, 4th dragoon guards, and An-

tient Britifh fencibles, commanded by lord Gos-

ford." Three of the prifoners taken were im-

mediately hanged in the public ftreets, by way

of example.—About the fame time general

Dundas came up with and defeated a large

party of the rebels potted on the north fide of

the Liffy, near the hills of Kilcullen. On the

25th, a body of about 400 rebels, which had

ventured to enter Rathfarnham, a village in the

vicinity of Dublin, was encountered by a fmall

party of dragoons, and difperfed with lofs : their

two leader^ being taken, were immediately tried

by a court-martial and executed.

On the 26th of May another and much larger

divifion of the rebel force was defeated at Tal-

lagh-hill, about thirteen miles from the metro-

polis ; and nearly at the fame time they were

repulfed in two different attacks on the towns

of Carlow and Kildare—in all thefe actions loiin°;

not lefs than a thoufand or twelve hundred men
t 2 in
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in a very few days after the commencement q{

hoflilities. But their chief effort was made in

the county of Wexford, where they anembled

in great force between the towns of Wexford

and Ennifcorthy, htuated on the river Slaney :

the latter of which places they carried fworcl in

hand on the 2Sth of the fame month.' It was

impoflible for Wexford long to hold out, and,

on the 30th, the white flag was difplayed, and

the garrifon furrendered at difcretion A fcene8'

of horrid diforder and outrage enfued on the

entrance of the rebels into the town. The houfes

of the Proteftants were ranfacked, and great

numbers of the inhabitants committed to prifon.

Three gentlemen of large property, members of

the fociety of United Irifhmen, who had been

for fome time pall in cuftody, on a charge of

high-treafon, were at the fame time liberated,

and one of them, Beauchamp Bagnal Harvey,

nominated to the chief command of the rebel

army, though in no refpecl qualified. for fo ar-

duous an office.

Fiuihed with this fuccef?, the rebels marched,

under the conduct of their new general, June

the 5th, to the attack of New Rofs, where ge-

neral Johnfon, an excellent officer, commanded.

With a view to diforder the king's troops, who

did not amount to 3,000 men, polled without-

\ cie _ihe town., the rebels drove before them with

their
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their pikes a vaft number of horfes and oxen.

They had alfo fome field-pieces and howitzers.

The weight of the rebel column, after a brave

refiftance, forced the troops into the town, for-

tified only by an old ruinous wall. Here the

battle re-commenced, and, after a dreadful car-

nage, the rebels were at length compelled to re-

treat with great lofs ; though the military were

prevented by extreme fatigue, the action having

lafted eight hours, trom attempting a purfuit.

The gallant lord Mountjoy was killed early in

this engagement, fighting at the head of his own
regiment. In revenge for this difappointment,

and by way of retaliation for the numerous exe-

cutions by martial law which had been inflicted

upon their deluded adherents in different places,

the rebel chiefs condemned a great number of

the loyalifts of Wexford and Ennifcorthy to

death—and this fentence was carried into effect

a few days after, with circumftanccs of exceffive

barbarity.

On the 9th of June the rebels made an at-

tempt upon Arklow, with as little fuccefs as the

former upon Rofs. Their circumftances now
became critical—general Lake advancing to-

wards the feat of the fouthern rebellion with

large reinforcements. The main body of the

rebels, to the amount of IS or 2(J,000 men,

had taker. an uncommonly ftrong ppfition with-

t :
; in
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in a mile of Ennifcorthy, upon an eminence

called Vinegar-hill, from which, had they pof-

feffed any fhare of military fkill, it would have

been difficult, if not impracticable, to dislodge

them. A cordon of troops was gradually col-

lected from different quarters, which almoft

Unrounded the rebel ftation. The 2lft of June

was deftined for the grand attack. A column,

under general Johnfon, began the fight by an

afiault upon the town of Ennifcorthy, fituated

upon the right bank of the Slaney, immediately

under the hill, at the bafe of which that beau-

tiful ftream flows in a winding channel. Three

other columns, under the generals Dundas, Duff,

and Needham, afcended the mountain in diffe-

rent directions. The rebels maintained their

ground obftinately for an hour and a half ; but,

on perceiving the danger of being furrounded,

they fled with great precipitation, part of them

flying to the mountains of Wicklow, and part

to the chain of hills feparating the counties

of Carlow and AVexford. Being purfued with

vigor, and no quarter given, they fuftained im-

menfe lofs ; while of the king's troops the whole

number of killed, wounded, and prifoners, was

fomething lefs than a hundred,—a furprizing

proof of the fuperioritv of fkill and difciplinc

over mere unenlightened courage.

Wexford was evacuated the next day. Ge-

neral
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neral Lake, in his public difpatch of that date,

affirms, that general Moore had entered the

place fo opportunely as to prevent it from being

laid in allies ; and, which was ftill more intereft-

ing, the premeditated mafiacre of the remaining

prifoners—eighty-fix perfons having been mur-

dered by them the preceding day, military mufic

attending and playing a dead march, and their

bodies, pierced with pikes, thrown over the

bridge. Other horrible cruelties were alfo com-

mitted by the rebels on the Protellants of that

vicinity ; and, previous to their retreat from

New Rofs, it is faid, in particular, that pofitive

orders were ifliied by one of the rebel comman-

ders, Murphy, a prieft, to fet fire to a large

barn at Scollobogue, fome miles diftant, where a

very confiderable number of their prifoners, in-

cluding women and children, were confined, in

order to prevent their efcape—and all perifhed,

amidft furrounding fhouts of favage exultation.

Harvey, the rebel general, who had exprefled

fome difapprobation of thefe enormities, was

diverted of his command after the battle of

Rofs; and their leaders were chofen from the

moll barbarous and bigoted of their own feci:.

Having been fufibred to abfcond, this unhappy

man, who faw and acknowledged his error when

too late, fought to conceal himfelf in a cave

upon one of the rocky illands which lie near

t 4 the
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the entrance of Wexford-harbour. But being

difcovered, he was immediately tried by a court-

martial, and convicted ; and, with divers other

perfons, executed June the 26th, on the bridge

of Wexford. On the fame day a large body of

the rebels, with the bloody bigot father Mur-

phy at their head, who had efcaped from Vine-

gar-hill, were defeated by general fir Charles Af-

gill, at Kilconnel,—considerably more than a

thoufand men being killed on the fpot, with

trifling lofs on the part of the king's troops.

Murphy was foon after taken id his flight, and

moft- defervedly hanged.

Whatever might be the fond and delufive

hopes entertained by the comparatively very

fmall number of rebel chieftains, who, uninfect-

ed by the contagion of religious phrenfy, had

embraced the new doftrines of liberty, equality,

and univerfal fraternization, it immediately ap-

peared, upon the breaking out of this fangui-

nary rebellion, how utterly unable they were to

infpire the bulk of their ignorant, ferocious, and

brutal followers with fentiments of common
humanity, or to reftrain them within the limits

of law, equity, or juftice. The generality of the

priefts who appeared openly in this rebellion

took the utmoft pains to difFufe, as widely as

poffible, the malignant fpirit of religious bigotry

and inveterate animofity againft the Proteftants,

very
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verv few of whom were found in the ranks of

the rebel army. Thole who had been impru-

dent enough to enter were either obliged care-

fully to conceal their religion, or fubmit to be

re-baptized by the priefts, who were continually

preaching up, that, in deftroying heretics, they

were performing a duty to heaven. Murphy,

.one of the moll popular and profligate of this

clafs, in a fermon delivered by him after the

defeat at Rofs, declared, " that thofe who were

killed in that battle had fallen in confequence

of their want of faith—that this general rifmg

of the Catholics was vifibly the work of God-
that the Almighty had determined the heretics,

after having reigned fo many years, mould be

now extirpated, and the true Catholic religion

eftabliihed." At the fuccefsful attack at Three-

Rocks, previous to the furrender of Wexford,

the fame Murphy marched at their head, telling

them " not to fear ; for if they took up the dull

from the roads, and threw it at the king's troops,

they would fall dead before them." Many of

the priefts pretended to give charms to prevent

the balls of the foldiery from hurting them ;

and father Roche, one of the number (as was

believed by thefe poor credulous wretches) did

conftantly catch the builets that came from his

majefty's army in his hand *, Such were the

* Vide " Report of the lain Houfe of Commons."—Alfa
" Appendix to Jacklon's Narrative."

bafe
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bafe materials with which the rafh and presump-

tuous leaders of this rebellion hoped to con-

ftrucl, in the room of the exifting government,

a pure and perfect fabric of uncontaminated de-

mocracy ! Certainly, a more crude, wild, and

vifionary project, never entered into the head

or heart of man. It mult not, however, be

fuppofed, that the higher descriptions of Ca-

tholics, whether ecclefiaftical or civil, were in

any degree implicated in this atrocious revolt,

and much lefs that they approved of the mode of

conducting it. On the contrary, the whole body

of the Catholic prelacy, comprehending the

twenty-two titular bifhops and archbifhops, with

the lords Fingal, Southwell, Gormanftown, and

Kenmare, fir Edward Bellew, fir Thomas Burke,

&c. &c. figned and publifhed a paper, contain-

ing a very ftrong diffuafive from joining in the

rebellion, and exhortation to all who were con-

cerned in it to return to their allegiance,—de-

claring, " that, by refufing to relinquifh the

treafonable plans in which they are engaged,

they will not only fubjecl: themfelves to the lofs

of life and property, but throw on the religion,

of which they profefs to be advocates, the moft

indelible ftain."

After the great defeat at Ennifcorthy, the re-

bels were never able to rally, or to appear again

in any confiderable force in the fouthern parts

of the kingdom. In the north, where general

Nugent
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Nugent commanded, the infurre&ion became

general throughout the counties of Down and

Antrim. The town of Antrim was for a fliort

time in the poffeffion of the rebels, but they

were, on the 7th of June, driven out of that

place after a fharp engagement and cannonade.

In this action lord O'Neil received a dangerous

wound, of which he afterwards died. On the

12th of the fame month their main force,

amounting at mod to 6 or 7,000 men, was at-

tacked and totally defeated at Ballynahinch. A
party of the rebels alfo were repulfed at Carrick-

fergus ; and, in a ihort time, the generality of

the infurgents laid down their arms, and the

tranquillity of Ulfter was reftored*.

Though

* " The horrible cruelties (fays a certain writer, zealous

in the caufe of government) exercifed by the great body of

the rebels in Leinfter, on the Proteftants, foon alarmed the

few Diifenters, confederates of the Romifh infurgents in the

north. They immediately faw into the real defign of their

new allies ; and withdrawing themfelves from a confpiracy,

which they clearly perceived would in its fuccefs be attended

with their own deftru6tion, all projects of rebellion vanilhed

in the province of Ulfter. Rebellion there was but partially

entertained ; it never had very numerous partizans ; and the

flame, thus feeble, was eafily quenched, never to be re-kindled.

—The great ftrength of the rebellion lay in the province of

Leinfter. The whole mafs of the Romifh inhabitants of the

counties of Wicklow, Wexford, Kildare, and Carlow, rofe

at once. Many inhabitants of the adjacent counties, particu-

larly of Meath and Dublin, of the fame religious perfuafion,

joined
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Though no diflatisfaclion was expreifed at

the conduct of lord Camden, it was deemed

proper by the Englifh cabinet, that, in the ex-

ifting circumftances, Ireland lliould be placed

under the government of a military lord-lieute-

nant, who might, neverthelefs, be of a temper

lefs obdurate than the prefent viceroy ;—and

an happy choice was made in the perfon of the

marquis Cornwallis, who arrived in Dublin on

the 20th of June ; and under his aufpices the

general fyftem of government immediately

changed to that of moderation and lenity*

Some fevere examples were, however, deemed

abfolutely neceffary ; and a fpecial commiilion

was, in a fhort time, opened in Dublin for the

trial of the principal delinquents. At the bar

of this court the brothers, John and Henry

Sheares ; M'Can, fecretary to the provincial

meeting; and O'Byrne, a noted member of the

United AfTociation; were all tried and exe-

cuted. Mr. Oliver Bond was likewife tried on

the 23d of July, convicted and condemned;

joined them. Their number in arms at one time amounted

to upwards of 50,000 men. Confiding in this ftrength, they

did not think it neceffary to conceal their defigns of extirpa-

ting the Proteftants :—the excifion of all heretics they, on the

contrary, proclaimed to be their objecl: and intention, and

evinced by their actions the fincerity of this declaration."

Duigenan's ' Reprefcntailon of the Political State of Ireland.

,

and
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and in his fate the other confpirators now began

to read and forefee their own.

The rebellion was by this time apparently

crufhed : the people were every-where returning

to their allegiance, and delivering up their arms.

Their hopes from France had been miferably

difappointed, and nothing appeared before their

eyes but individual deftruclion, without having

effected any one purpofe for which they had af-

fociated. In thefe circumftances it was inti-

mated, on the part of government, that if Mr*

Bond would confent to give to adminhlration

all the information of which he was poffefied,

relative to the late confpiracy and rebellion, his

fentence might be commuted for that of banifh-

ment. This proportion was nobly rejected by-

Bond, if his information or evidence mould en-

danger the life of any man with v/hom he was

connected. The mercy of government was

then extended to all the fuate prifoners, in-

cluding O'Connor, Emmett, and M cNevin ;

who acceded to the terms offered, on condi-

tion they mould be at liberty voluntarily to

tranfport themfelves to any country not at war

with his majefty, and that no further profecution

mould be carried on, except againfl aclual

murderers, or fuch rebels as mould be hereafter

taken in arms. A general amnefty, with a few

exceptions, was foon after granted by the chief-

governor,
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governor, and confirmed in parliament. The
fyftem of moderation and mercy adopted by this

refpeclable nobleman was peculiarly feafonable,

and attended with the happiefl effects. Mod of

the rebel corps, who had retreated to the moun-

tainous parts of Wexford and Wicklow, took the

benefit of the amnefty, and laid down their arms:

thofe who ftill refitted were rather banditti, who
confined themfelves to nocturnal depredations,

than troops in arms againft the government.

Thus was the kingdom of Ireland once more

reduced to peaceable fubjection to the crown

of Great Britain, and a dangerous rebellion

crufhed, which, had the government of the coun-

try been previoufly actuated by the beneficent

jfpirit of the nobleman who now filled the higheft

office in it, would never have exifted.—" To hin-

der infurrection (fays a great and juftly cele-

brated writer) by driving away the people, and

to govern peaceably by having no fubjects, is

an expedient that argues no great profundity m
politics: to foften the obdurate, to convince the

miitaken, to mollify the refentful, are worthy of

a ftatefman ; but it affords a legiflator little felf-

applaufc to confider that where there was form-

erly an infurrection there is now a wildernefs*."

Contrary to the general fpirit of the now

* Johnson's * Tour to the Hebrides.'

>revai!ing
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prevailing fyftem, and contrary alfo, it is proba-

ble, to the private fentiments of the good and

worthy chief-governor, a bill was introduced

into parliament, which, at a very late period of

the fummer, was (till fitting, for the confifcation

and forfeiture of the efiates of lord Edward

Fitzgerald, Bagnal Harvey, and Cornelius Gro-

jan, a man of large property, who had fuffered

in this rebellion,—and finally palfed into an a£t.

The cafe of the former, who had neither been

tried nor convicted, was deemed peculiarly hard.

The celebrated advocate Curran pleaded with

great eloquence at the bar of the houfe againfl

the bill of attainder. <e Often have I, of late

years, (faid this great ornament of his profeffion)

gone to the dungeon of the captive, but never

yet to the grave of the deceafed, to receive in-

ftruclions for his defence :—Never have I, till

now, been called upon to plead at the trial o

the dead ! What might perhaps have admitted

of eafy explanation, during the life-time of the

accufed," muft now be for ever buried with

him in lilence. The prefent bill convi6ts where

proof is impoffible, and punifhes where guilt

cannot exiil : it confifcates the property of the.

widow, and robs the orphan's cradle. A irate

muft be reduced to the lowed degradation, when

it is driven to feek protection in the abandon-

ment
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ment of the law,—in that melancholy avowal of

its weaknefs and its fears.''

It is remarkable, that, for the fpace of near

three weeks of the month of June, during

which the rebels were in pofiemon of Wexford,

and their armies were in that part of the country

matters of the field, no fupply of men, arms,

ammunition, or ftores of any kind, arrived from

France, although the Directory had pofitively

engaged that an armament fhould fail to their

amftance at the latter end of Apri], or, at the

fartheft, early in the month of May ; but when

the infurreclion was completely quelled, and no

profpecl of fuccefs remained, a fmall French

fquadron, part of a much larger force deflined

for the fame fervice, appeared on the coaft of

Connaught, and, on the 22d of Auguft, cafr.

anchor in the Bay of Killala, where the troops

on board difembarked ; and the number not

being afcertained, a very great temporary alarm

was excited. According to the very candid and

interefting Narrative publiihed by the hilltop of

Killala (Dr. Stock), the French troops, who were

under the command of a general Humbert, fe~

cond in rank to general Hoche in the expedi-

tion of Decembet 1796 to Bantry-Bay, con-

dueled themfelves with the moit exemplary mo-

deration. They were foon joined by feveral

thoufands
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thoufands of the Irifh peafantry, all Catholics ;

and the French officers exprefled the utmoft

chagrin and furprize that the Proteftants conti-

nued, to a man, firm in their attachment to the

government. The epifcopal palace was made

the head -quarters ; and a green flag was mount-

ed over the gate, with the famous inscription:-—

" Erin go bragh !—Ireland for ever !

In a few days the invaders, to the number of

1100, leaving a fmall garrifon at Killala, began

their march, with the disloyal natives whom
they had clothed and armed, to Caftlebar, the

chief town of the county of Mayo. It was

with the utmoft difficulty that the barbarous

Irifh could be reftrained from a£ts of the molt

licentious diforder. On the 27th general Hum-
bert reached Caftlebar, where general Lake was

polled, with a force far fuperior, to intercept

him ; but, before the weaknefs of the enemy

could be afcertained, the Britifh troops found

themfelves attacked by furprize ; and, after a

refiftance not very vigorous, were compelled to

retreat, with the lofs of 800 men and ten pieces

of cannon. Caftlebar immediately furrendered ;

and the French were ftrengthened by many de-

ferters, chiefly from the different regiments of

militia.

Lord Cornwallis now determined to take the

field in perfon, and, the general difaffefition of

vol. vi. u the
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the country being known, to proceed with the

utmoft caution and vigilance, leaving nothing to

chance or fortune. After the action at Caltlebar

the French had moved, with their whole force,

towards Tuam ; but the lord-lieutenant, having

by this time collected a great army, with which

he propofed to inclofe them on all fides, general

Humbert was obliged to retreat in his return

;

and, entertaining from the firft no hope of ulti-

mate fuccefs, he made a circuitous march, in

order to afford the natives an opportunity of

efcape, which the far greater number embraced.

On the morning of the 8th of September, the

van-guard of the Britifh army came up with the

rear of the French at Ballinamuck ; and, after

fhort but gallant refiftance, the French, being

fummoned to lay down their arms, furrendered

at difcretion; but the rebels who remained with

them, fleeing in all directions, fufTered very

feverely. When the return of the French pri-

loners was made, the public were furprized

to find that this formidable hoft amounted to no

more, officers included, than the contemptible

number of 844. The garrifon left at Killala

could make no effectual refiftance to the force

fent againft them j but the natives, in conjunc-

tion with the French troops, defended the place

with great bravery ; and it was at lafl taken

fword in hand. The behaviour of colonel

Charcit,
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Charoft, who commanded at Killala, was mark-

ed throughout by valor, tempered with honor

and humanity. After the re-capture of the bi-

fhop's palace, fuch was the difcipline preferved,

that not a fingle article of private property was

found miffing. Even the fide-board of plate

remained untouched ; and when the command-

ant was applied to, by a popifh priefr. of fome

pretenfions to literature^ for a prefent of books

out of the biihop's library, he replied with dif-

dain—" The biihop's library is juil as much his

own now as ever it was."

A tecond attempt, equally abfurd and unac-

countable, was made by the French in the fol-

lowing month } when a fquadron from Breft,

cOnfifting of one fliip of the line, the Hoche of

eighty guns, and eight frigates, were defcried

off the coaft of Ulfter by admiral Sir John Borlafe

Warren, who commanded a fquadron of far fu-

perior force on that ftation. At feven o'clock

on the morning of the 12th of Oclober the

action commenced, and at eleven the Hoche,

after a gallant defence, ftruck her flag. Six of

the frigates were alfo captured ; and thus ended

the proje&s of the French Directory for the

conqueft of Ireland.

Amongft the prifoners taken in the Hoche
was the famous Theobald Wolfe Tone, the

founder of the fociety of United Irifhmen, and

u 2 the
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the moft active and able of the agents em-

ployed by them abroad. He was brought to

Dublin, and tried there by a court-martial. Far

from attempting to deny or extenuate his of-

fence, he avowed with the moft heroic firmnefs

the part he had acted, and gloried in the treafon

for which he was arraigned. " Into the fervice

of the French republic (faid this virtuous and

high-minded, however miftaken, patriot) I ori-

ginally entered with the view of ferving. my
country. From that motive I have encountered

the toils and terrors of the field of battle j I

have braved the dangers of the fca, covered

with the triumphant fleets of the power I op-

pofed ; I have facrificed my profpecfs in life ; I

have courted poverty ; I have left my wife un-

protected, and my children fatherlefs. After

doing this, for what I. thought a good caufe, it

is but little that I die for it. In fuch a caufe as

this fuccefs is every thing. I have attempted

that in which Washington fucceeded and Kofci-

ulko failed. What awaits me I am aware of,

but I fcorn to fupplicate or to complain. What-

ever I have written, fpoken, or acled, in rela-

tion to this country, and its connexion with

Great Britain, which I conceived to be the bane

of its profperity, I here avow, and am now ready

to meet the confequence, Having fuftained an

high rank in the French jervice, I.only wiih, if

the-
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the court poflefles fuch a difcretionary power,

that they will award me the death of a fol-

dier."—After a long paufe, no doubt of invo-

luntary admiration and regret, he was informed

that his requeft would be fubmitted to his Ex-

cellency. Finding, however, the little probabi-

lity of fucceeding in his application, he termi-

nated his life in prifon by an aft of violence.

As this extraordinary man was the original au-

thor, his trial might be confidered alfo as the

laft concluding fcene, of this ihort but bloody

rebellion, in which, upon a moderate compu-

tation, more than twenty thoufand lives were

loft, and a great part of the kingdom exhibited

a horrid fpeclacle of mifcry and defolation.

Such are the direful confequences of civil dif-

cord ! and fuch the deplorable effe£fcs refillting

from the want in government of that fublime

part of wifdom neceflary for the conduct of great

affairs

!

From this important review of domeftic con-

cerns, it is requiiite to transfer our attention to

the military and political tranfactions of the con-

tinent.

On the departure of general Buonaparte from

Italy, in November i797, every thing wore the

face of external tranquillity ; but the interior

agitation of Lombard y, of Rome, of Naples,

was frill very great. Although the peace of

u 3 Tolentino
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Tolentino had prolonged the political exiftencc

of the Holy See, it had been left in a ftate of ex-

treme embarrailinent. The counter-revolutio-

nary hopes of the Roman pontiff were completely

annihilated ; three of his provinces irremediably

loft; his coffers exhaufted ; his fubje&s, laboring

under new and heavy oppreffions, univerfally

difcontented, and, with few exceptions, divided

into the two oppofite and hoftiie claffes of po-

litical tnthufiafts and religious fanatics. The

king of Spain had conceived great indignation

againft the pope for rejecting the counfels and

mediation of his ambaffador, the chevalier d'Aza-

ia, and ordered him to retire to Florence. But,

compaffionating the misfortunes of the holy fa-

ther, he, after a fhort interval, not only per-

mitted the am: i.Tador to return to Rome, but

aifo fent from Spain a deputation of friendihip

and condolence, confifting of the cardinal arch-

bifhop of Toledo, and the archbiihops of Se-

ville and Seleucia.

Amongft the many fubjects of complaint

againft the government of the pope was his

extravagant fondnefs for his nephews, the car-

dinal and duke of Brafchi ; the latter of whom
had long been loaded with the fpoils and exe-

crations of the people, whofe curfes were now

become loud as well as deep. Infurrectionary

placards were ftuck up at his palace j French

airs.
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airs were fung in public ; and the political de-

mife of the Holy See was mentioned without

fcruple, as an event which might foon be expect-

ed to take place, and as already in the aft of

receiving extreme unclion. On the other hand,

for all which was wanting in eile^ni or affec-

tion, the court of Rome endeavoured to com-

penfate in fear. The garrifon of St. Angelo

wTas augmented—troops were quartered in the

city—the fyftem of efpionage became univerfal,

and many of the inhabitants were arretted and

imprifoned on different grounds of fufpicion.

The pope himfelf could not appear in public

without receiving marks of the general con-

tempt, not to fay hatred, entertained for his

perfon and government. In this diftracled fitu-

ation of affairs Jofeph Buonaparte, brother of

the general, entered Rome as ambaffador from

the French republic. The conduct of this mi-

nifter is allowed by all to have been mild and

judicious. In confequence of his influence over

the papal counfels, the perfons imprifoned for

their political opinions were releafed j the Au-
strian general Provera was difmiffed ; and the

holy father recognized the new Cisalpine repub-

lic. Alfo an act of grace paffed for the pardon

of all offences. But the ambaffador difcouraged

in the moft decifive manner all the overtures

made to him for the fubverfion oi the papal go-

u 4 verninent.
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vernment.—Neverthelefs, on the 28th of De-

cember, a popular infurredlion took place ; and

the infurgents entering forcibly into the courts

of the ambatTador's palace, made them re-echo

with the cry of The Roman republic ! and The

Roman people !—demanding the aid of the

French in order to allure their liberty. The
.ambaffador appearing with the infignia of his

office, attended by the generals Duphot and

Sherlock, remonfirated with the infurgents on

the folly and rafhnefs of their conduct, and

commanded them forthwith to difperfe. In the

rnean time an armed force, fent by the go-

vernor of the city, arrived at the palace, and

a party of cavalry difcharged their carbines upon

the infurgents. M. Buonaparte, immediately

advancing, demanded by what authority they

had violated his jurisdiction? when a fecond

difcharge killed feveral perfons in the rear of

the ambaffador and his train. The French mi-

nifter now conjured the foldiery to withdraw ;

engaging that the delinquents fhould be de-

livered up and punifhed. Regardlefs of this

reprefentation, they were preparing for another

difcharge, which general Duphot rufhing for-

ward to prevent, a fcene of the greateft con-

fjfion enfued, and the general was mortally

wounded by a fufileer, who fired the contents

of his mufquet into his body. The ambaffador

immediately
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immediately retreated, not without hazard and

difficulty, through a private paflage, into the

gardens of his palace, the courts of which were

now ftrewed with the killed and wounded bo-

dies of the infurgents.

In confequence of this atrocious outrage the

French minifter withdrew with indignation from

Rome, and retired to Florence. The holy fa-

ther, who was faid to be ignorant of the whole

tranfaclion, after imploring in vain the medi-

ation of the chevalier d'Azara, ordered his fe-

cretary of ftate, cardinal Doria, to write to the

marquis Mafimi, the Roman minifter at Paris, in

the following terms :
" You muft not offer any

fatisfaclion for this event, which has rendered

the holy father and all of us inconfolable j but

you mult entreat the Directory to point out what

fatisfaclion they require. To afk it and to ob-

tain it fhall be the fame thing."

On the 17th of January, 1798, before any an-

fwer could be returned, the pope appointed a

folemn proceffion of the three moft celebrated

relics in Rome ; and in the proclamation, pub-

lished on this occafion, the pontiff thus exprefTed

and expofed his weaknefs :
—" Your faith (hall

be animated by the light of facred and holy ob-

jects, which the clergy ihall conduct with de-

vout pomp through the ftreets to St. Peter's,

expoling to public veneration for feveral days

on
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on the high altar the venerable, molt antienf,

and wonderful portrait of the mod holy Saviour

—alfo the miraculous picture of the Santa Ma-
ria in portico—and the facred chains wherevVith

the prince of the apoftles was fettered. To any

one, who in the aforefaid days mail vilit St. Pe-

ter's, reciting before the above-mentioned facred

monuments the prayer beginning Ante oculos tuos,

Domine! &c. or, in lieu of it, will repeat ten

times the Pater-nofter and the Ave Maria, pray-

ing as above, his holinefs grants for each time,

in each day, an indulgence for ten years and

forty days*."

Previous to the proceffion the flreets were

ftrewed with flowers and myrtles ; all the reli-

gious orders, in their refpetlive habits, and the

cardinals, followed, with an immenfe concourfe

of people, many of the firft dillinclion, bare-toot.

Thefe ineftimable relics remained for three weeks

on the high altar of St. Peter's, and were then

exhibited in the churches of Santa Maria Mag-
giore and St. Giovanni in Laterano. During

this interval Rome appeared particularly gay,

all perfons being d re fled in their richefl habili-

* The portrait of the moft holy Saviour here mentioned,

and fuppoled to have been painted by fupernatural agency,

was known by the appellation of 77 Santo Voho. It had not

been pnbKcly exhibited fince the year l/Op, after a terrible

earthquake.

ments

;
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ments ; fo that the city had rather the appear-

ance of a carnival than of a mourning penance

to avert its fall *.

Meanwhile the French and Cisalpine armies

were advancing with rapid fteps under the com-

mand of general Berthier. The march was no-

thing more than a military proceffion; for where

no refiftance was offered, no force was neceflary

to be exerted. On his entrance into Rome,

February 10th, the general declared, by a pro-

clamations that he came to punifh the murder-

ers of Duphot, and that the people of Rome
mould find in the French army protectors and

friends. This language was no longer calcu-

lated to deceive. The cattle of St. Angelo

was immediately fummoned ; and the pope and

cardinals, who had there taken refuge, furren-

dered at difcretion; three only having previously

provided for their efcape—the cardinal nephew

.Brafchi, York, and Albani.

* Vide * Narrative of Duppa.' It is impoffible to read the

papal proclamation upon this occafion without emotions of in-

dignant contempt. " The nations of Europe," fays Mr. Burke,

(Regicide Peace) ** have the very fame Chriltian religion,

agreeing in the fundamental parts, varying a little in the ce-

remonies and in the fubordinate doctrines." It might cer-

tainly with as much piaufibility be affirmed, that the profef-

fors of rational and genuine Chriftianity agree with the Mufti

of Conftanhnople, or the Grand Lama of Tartary, in their re-

ligion, as with the pope of Rome, whole claims are indeed

the moft impious and impudent of the three.

On
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On the 15th of the fame month, the people

of Rome, or that part of them at leaft which

had imbibed the revolutionary fpirit, made a

general infurretlionary movement, unattended,

however, with a£ts of violence, and proceeded

to plant the tree of liberty in the Capitol. Till

this moment, general Berthier had chofen to re-

main with his army encamped without the walls

of the city. As a laft effort, the pontiff fent a

deputation at this crifis to the general, offering

provinces upon provinces, and millions upon

millions, with the utmoft profulion, as the price

of his political refloration : but the general re-

fufed with difdain to receive any deputation or

meffage but from the Roman people. Intel-

ligence of the late glorious event being received

nearly at the fame time, the general accepted

the invitation given him to accompany the peo-

ple in folemn proceffion to the Capitol, to fanc-

tion, by his prefence, the revolution which had

taken place. Preceded by military mufic and

detachments of horfe and foot, general Berthier

accordingly traverfed Rome amidft an immenfe

crowd of people, gazing with anxious curiofity,

and Hill uncertain of their fate.

The refloration of the Roman republic being

formally proclaimed, the general made the fol-

lowing fpeech :

—

" Manes of Cato, of Pom-

pey, and of Brutus ! of Cicero, and of Hor-

tenfius

!
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tenfius ! accept the homage of the French ! be-

come free in the Capitol where you have fo

often defended the rights of the people, and

added new glories to the Roman republic !

The defcendants of the Gauls, with the olive

in their hand, now repair to this auguft fpot

to re-eitablifh the altars of liberty erecled by

the Elder Brutus.—And you, people of Rome !

who have regained your lawful rights, call

to remembrance the monuments of. glory thatl

furround you j—refume your antient greatnefs,

and emulate the virtues of your anceflors
!"

Inftead of loud acclamations, as might have

been expected, this fpeech, and the procla-

mation which preceded it, were heard in pro-

found filence.

During this ceremony the. pope was cele-

brating mafs in the Siftine chapel, it being the

anniverfary of his accefiion,; in the midft of

which Haller, the French commifTary-gencral,

entered the chapel, and announced to the fove-

reign pontiff that his reign was at an end. A
provifional government was fubfiituted, under

the popular appellation of a confulate, coniift-

ing of fix members—of- which Rigauit, a law-

yer of eminence, was named prefident. The

prefence of the holy father was judged by the

newly-ere£fced government to be- incompatible

with
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with the tranquillity of the ftate. Early there-

fore on the morning of the 20th of February he

left Rome, and foon after arrived at Sienna,

where he was received into the monaftery of

St. Barbe—the monks forrowfully welcoming

him at their gates, and offering all that their

convent could beftow, to confole him for his

fallen honors. On the 26th he reached Flo-

rence, retiring to a Carthufian convent within

two miles of that city ; where he feemed, in a

beautiful and fequeftered refidence, to forget his

misfortunes -

} and found in his folitude an un-.

wonted and dignified tranquillity, which com-

manded refpecl, and even approached to hap-

pinefs. Nor could it be deemed wonderful,

however exceptionable fome parts of his con-

duct, that he was unable to weather the ftorm,

in which the bark of St. Peter would have funk

with a pilot much abler than himfelf.

The temporal power entrufted by the French

general to the provifionary government was at

length confirmed by a regular conftitution, made

at Paris, on the model of the French ; but in

which the names of confuls, fenate, tribunes,

quaeftors, and other clailic titles, fuperfeded the

vulgar appellations of commiffioners and coun-

cils. But the real power was, under this fpe-

cious veil of liberty, vefted in the French com-

mander,
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mander, to whom an exprefs claufe of the new
conftitution allowed a veto in the formation of

laws for ten years.

By the thoughtlefs prodigality of the papal

government, and the recent exactions of the

French, every legitimate fource of wealth was

exhaufted : recourfe wTas therefore had, with-

out hefitation, by the protestors of the new re-

public, to every fpecies of pillage and plunder.

The Vatican and Quirinal palaces were (tripped

of their rich and coftly furniture—and the former

even of a great part of its literary treafures

:

alfo thofe at Monte Cavallo, Terracina, and

Cartel Gandolfo. The facerdotal veitments of

the Siftine, Pauline, and other pontifical cha-

pels, were burnt for the gold and filver of the

embroidery. And this fyftem of devaluation

extended to the generality of the churches, and

fome noble maniions of obnoxious individuals.

The Villa Albani in particular, unrivalled for

exquilite works of art and the beauty of its fitu-

ation and architecture, was laid in ruins—

a

melancholy monument of the Vandalifm of the

eighteenth century. Yet was the conduct of

the French troops, both officers and men, to the

inhabitants in general, orderly and exemplary;

and private property and perfonal liberty were

refpefted in a degree which feems fcarcely com-

patible with their public rapacity. And in the

fyftem
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fvftem of police now enforced a {hiking con-

trail was exhibited to the feeble yet direful do-

minion of Pius VI. under whofe reign each in-

dividual became the arbiter of his own wrong,

and in whofe pontificate it was reckoned that

18,000 perfons were murdered in public and

private quarrels in the ecclefiaftical ftate alone.

On the 20th of March the ceremony of the

inauguration of the new government was per-

formed in the middle of the great piazza of

St. Peter's. The confuls, ftretching out their

hands over the altar there erected, fwore eter-

nal hatred to monarchy, and fidelity to the re-

public. This folemn tranfaclion was accompa-

nied with bands of mufic and the firing of can-

non, and at night the dome of St. Peter's was

illuminated : but there was no fhouting, no

voluntary marks either of approbation or dis-

approbation.
m
The people of Rome had loft

every idea of liberty, and appeared to regard

themfelves as mere fpe£f.ators of the fcene, and

to feel no emotion beyond that of flupid and

ignorant furprize *.

The next vi£tim fmgled out by the rapacity

of the directorial government of France was

the antient and Celebrated republic of the Hel-

vetic confederacy. The name of Switzerland

* Fide Duppa's Account of the Subyerfioa of the Papal

Government.
cannot
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cannot be pronounced without emotion by thofe

who have witneffed the happy effects of the

rude and imperfect fyftem of liberty enjoyed by

the inhabitants of this feclmded country, when

compared with the oppreffion and mifery refus-

ing from the horrid defpotifm by which (lie was

every-where furrounded :
" La habite (fays an

elegant writer, M. de Mehegan) d'un peuple

fimple, bienfaifant, brave, ennemi du fafte, ami

du travail, ne cherchant point d'efclaves, et ne

voulant point des maitres."

On a furvey of the conftitutions of the feve-

ral ftates which compofed the Helvetic union,

itfelf founded on the right of refiftance to ty-

ranny, it mult excite no little furprize to find

that the government of the greater cantons,

whether Catholic or Proteftant, was that of ari-

ftocracy, tempered and moderated indeed by a

partial reprefentation at Zurich ; but at Berne,

Lucerne, Friburg, and Soleure, without the

fmalleit mixture of democracy. On the ether

hand it is equally remarkable, that the fmaller

cantons, Glaris, Schweitz, Underwalden, Ap-
penzel, Uri, and Zug, were democratic, with-

out the flighted mixture of ariftocracy—Bade

and SchafFhaufen alone of this clafs inclining:

to the conftitution of Zurich. In the cantons

purely democratic the inhabitants at large met
annually in an open field or plain to choofe

vol. vi. x their
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their magistrates ; and the queftion was then put

publicly to them, whether thev chofe to conti-

nue for another year the laws of their canton ?

This political intermixture of the different

cantons was extremely conducive to the happi-

nefs of the whole : and although the govern-

ments of the greater cantons were in themfelves

unfavorable, the eftablifhed laws, manners, and

cuftoms of the country, were decidedly favor-

able to civil freedom. The ariftocratical can-

ton of Berne in particular, by far the largeft

and moft powerful of the union, governing its

fubjefts with paternal mildnefs and wifdom, the

general effect produced was the public happi-

nefs ; and the people felt themfelves fecure in

perfon and in property. They were therefore

content and fatisfied, wilhing not for changes,

nor thinking of reforms. The juft and moderate

fpirit of government, by gaining the affections

of the people, itrengthened the barriers of their

own authority, and creeled the image of a free

conftitution on the incongruous bails of political

defpotifm. " The magiftrates of Berne (fays

a celebrated writer) mnjl reign with prudence

and equity, fince they are unarmed in the midfi

of an armed nation *.""

* Gibbon.'— Vide alfo Cox e's Travels, and Wood's Hi-

fiory of Switzerland, &c. Sec.

At
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At the commencement of the French revo-

lution the attention of all countries, and parti-

cularly of thofe which bordered upon France,

were turned to the fubject of government; and

in Switzerland above all others—the inhabitants

of which were aftonifhed, on reflection, to find

that they had fo long fubmitted, and fo tamely,

to fuch defective forms of government. The

ariftocracy of Berne now began to feel its own
weaknefs; but, far from introducing fome vo-

luntary and feafonable melioration of their own
defpotic conftitution, they exerted every poffi-

bJe effort to crum in their birth thofe new prin-

ciples of liberty which, however abufed in prac-

tice, muft ever be acknowledged in theory beau-

tiful and juft. " It is certain (fays a writer of

great authority on this point) that the republic

of Berne thinks itfelf obliged to a vigilance next

to hofiile, and to iraprifon or expel all the

French whom thev find in their territories *."

This being the cafe, it would naturally follow

that the French government muft regard that

of Berne with an eye no lefs jealous and refent-

ful ; and fymptoms of this reciprocal animoiity

in a very fliort time began to manifeft them-

felves.

In the autumn of 1789 feveral literary and

fcientific focieties eftabliflied at Berne, Laufanne,

* Bubke's Memorial on the State of Affairs, 1 jg 1

.

X 2 Bade,
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Balle, &c. tranfmitted congratul alary addreiTcr

to the French Convention upon the attainment

of the national liberty : and in the fimilar fo-

cieties of Zurich and Lucerne a very revolu-

tionary fpirit early difplayed itfelf, which re-

quired the utmoft wifdom to regulate, as it was

impofhble in the nature of things it could in

the actual circumftanccs be extinguifhed. They

had recently feen the natural and unalienable

rights of man formally and publicly recognized

by the moll powerful nation upon earth—a na-

tion with which their own was clofely con-

netted by contiguity and alliance ; and, as is

forcibly obferved by a celebrated writer, " the

formal recognition by the fovereign power of

an original right in the fubjecl: can never be

fubverted, but by rooting up the radical prin-

ciples of government, and even of fociety it-

felf*."

In no part of the Helvetic territory had the

revolutionary principles of France made greater

progrefs than in the Pays-de-Vaud, a diflri6l

fubjecl to the government of Berne: Laufanne,

the capital of this delightful province, being the

chief refort of intelligent Grangers, and famous

for the liberality and urbanity of its inhabitants.

On the 14th of July, 1791, the anniverfavy of

* BcrkeV. Speech on the India Bill.

tli<
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the French revolution was commemorated with

great demonftrations of joy all over the Pays-

de-Vaud and the neighbouring diftri&s : patri-

otic toalls were drunk, French airs were fung,

and the enfigns of liberty paraded with univerfal

acclamation. The government of Berne, which

trembled with rage and fear at the rapid dirTu-

fion of thefe fentiments, now at laft, in an evil

hour, refolved to interpofe its fovereign autho-

rity, in order to counteract this great and grow-

ing mifchief. A fpecial tribunal was fent into

the Pays-de-Vaud, under the protection of 2,000

foldiers, commanded by general d'Erlach, well

known as an high and arbitrary ariitocrat, with

fifteen pieces of cannon. The troops took up

their refidence at Laufanne—the church of St.

Francis, the hofpital, the college, and the pub^-

lic granaries, being all turned into barracks.

In order to ftrike terror into the inhabitants, two

cannons, with lighted matches, were planted in

the market-place. Other troops were ftationed

in different parts of the province, and the whole

country was laid under military fubjeclion.

The high court having opened its commiffion,

two of the principal citizens, Rofel and Muller

de la Mothe, were tried, and fentenced to no

lefs than twenty-five years' imprifonment to the

dungeons of Meudon. Others to inferior pe-

nalties. But the profecution which, beyond all

x 3 Others.
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others, excited the greateft aitoniihment and in*

dignation was that of M. de la Harpe, baron of

Yens, a man of the firft property and influence

in the province, whofe talents were of the high-

eft clafs, and whofe character was fuch as made

him the object of univerfal efteem and reverence.

This dhtinguifhed perfon, finding that it was in-

tended to proceed againft him with great feve-

rity, and for no ether offence than that of having

joined confpicuoufly in the celebration of the

late annivcrfary, feafonably withdrew to Geneva,

whence he wrote to the judges of the new tribu-

nal, " that having received the mod preiiing

warnings of his danger, he had thought it ne-

ceffary to take this ftep ; but that be was ready

to appear before the court as foon as he had fa-

tisfactory affurance that his cafe would be im-

partially inveftigated." After being twice fum-

moned, he was, on his non-appearance, accufed

of high-treafon ; and, being condemned by the

court, he was fentenced to be beheaded, and

his property was confifcated to the benefit of the

ftate. Such were the meafures adopted by the

government of Berne, and enforced by others of

a like tendency in the other ariflocratic cantons,

to demonflrate how ill-founded were the ideas

of thofe who aimed at a melioration of the ex-

ifting conftitution of Switzerland. In April

1192 the celebrated Gibbon returning to Lau-

fanne,
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fanne, after a temporary and not very long ab-

fence, fays, " I never knew any place fo much

changed as Laufanne. Some are taken up, fe-

veral are fled, many more are fufpefted and fu-

fpicious. All are filent ; but it is the filence of

fear and difcontent."

The virtuous and gallant La Harpe, thus caft

off by his country, of which he was the orna-

ment, and would have been, if needful, the de-

fender, retired into France, and obtained an ho-

norable command in the French army, diftin-

guifhing himfelf in the courfe of five fucceffive

years no lefs by his conducl than his courage.

He fell in the fpring of 1796, at an early period

of the firft Italian campaign of Buonaparte. His

death overwhelmed the army with the deeped

forrow 3 and the conqueror of Italy, in his re-

lation of it to the Directory, declared " that

the republic had loft one of its moft faithful citi-

zens and braved generals, and every foldier a

comrade, who was as bold in the action as he

was in difcipline fevere."

Notwithftanding the meafures of precaution

taken by the ariitocracies of Switzerland, or

rather in confequence of thofe meafures, the

fpirit of political difcontent increafed to gene-

ral and rooted difaffeclion throughout all the

Proteitant branches of the confederacy. For it

is remarkable that, in the Catholic democracies

X 4 of
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of the union, Uri, Schweitz, Underwalden, and

Zug, the fpirit of religious bigotry, diligently

and continually foftered by the priefts, com-

pletely predominated at this crifis over that of

civil liberty ; and the French were, by the igno-

rant peafantry of thefe petty ftates, regarded

with deteftation, as heretics, infidels, and athe-

ifts :—and in the full enjoyment of liberty them-

felves, they did not feem to entertain a wilTi that

it mould, or an idea that it ought, to be extend-

ed beyond their own narrow and contracted li-

mits.

Upon the declaration of war between Auftria

and France, this difference of fentiment ftrik-

ingly appeared—the Proteflant free and demo-

cratic cantons mewing a marked predilection

for the interefts of the Gallic republic, while

the Catholics evinced the utmoft averfion to the

new order of things in France, and even per-

mitted the officers ofAuftria publicly to raife re-

cruits in their towns and villages. The govern-

ment of Berne, animated by the fame fpirit upon

this grand topic of controverfy, countenanced

and encouraged the obnoxious proceedings of

the Catholic cantons, and excited incurable jea-

loufy on the part of France, by marching, at the

period of the duke of Brunfvvic's invafion, a

formidable military force to the French fron-

tier.

The
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The neighbouring republic of the Grrfons alfo,

though Proteftant and democratic, fhewed them-

felves on various occafions very inimical to the

French. But of the political tranfa&ions of this

rude and uncultivated people the detail would

be tedious and uninftru£tive. For feveral years

the general date of things altered little in Svvitz-

erland, only it was perceivable that the two

oppofing parties became more and more hoftile,

and the probability proportionally increafed of

fbme violent, bloody, and terrific cataftrophe.

The fertile diftritt of the Valteline, divided

from the Helvetic territory by a high range of

mountains, and properly a part of Lombardy,

had been long fubjett to the tyranny of the Gri-

fons. On the eftablifliment of the Cisalpine re-

public, in the fummer of 1797, the inhabitants

of this province, indignant at the oppreffion they

fuffered, rofe with one accord, drove away the

Grifon magistrates, and declared themfelves free

and independent. Both parties appealed to the

decifion of the French government ; and, the

caufe being referred to general Buonaparte, a

day was appointed for the determination of it,

when the Valteline deputies appeared in readi-

nefs to fuftain their claims ; but the Grifon go-

vernment, for what reafons cannot be afcer-

tained, omitted to fupport their pretentions in

the fame manner:—in confequence of which ge-

neral
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neral Buonaparte declared in favor of the revolt-

ers, and they were immediately received into

the union of the Cisalpine republic.

Towards the conclufion of the fummer of

1797, the French government having now ter-

minated the war on the continent, refolved to

avenge the infults and injuries which they ei-

ther had., or pretended to have, received from

the Swifs republic ; and in order to afford a fure

pretext for bringing matters to extremity, the

following demands were made upon the confe-

deracy by the French Directory. 1. The free

navigation of the Lake of Lugano for their ally

the Cisalpine republic. 2. A paflage for 25,000

men through the Vallais, for general Buona-

parte's army. 3. The difmiilion of Mr. Wick-

ham, the Englilh envoy at Berne, from the Hel-

vetic territory—he having been, as was alleged,

deeply engaged in all the plots and intrigues

which, as they alleged, had been perpetually

carrying on againlt them in Switzerland. 4. The
redrefs of certain fpecific meafures inimical to

the French republic ; chiefly thofe of the govern-

ment of Berne ; which, as the Directory affirm-

ed, had publicly enrolled emigrants, and given

fhelter to French requifitionaries and deferters.

On the firft notice of this hoftile memorial,

the court of London ordered the envoy Wick-

ham to quit the territories of the republic, not

choofing



GEORGE III. 815

choofmg to hazard a formal difmiffion. And an

Helvetic Diet was fummoned at Arau for the

profelled purpofe of compofing the differences

between the two countries. After palling a

month in fruitlefs debate, this affembly at length

decreed the levy of the double contingent,

amounting to 26,000 men; but the inhabitants

of the generality of the cantons ihewed an in-

superable averfion to the fervice ; and while

the levy proceeded ilowly and heavily, the

French appeared in force, under general Me-
nard, on the Genevan frontier. The whole of

the Pays-de-Vaud, a great part of Berne, and the

.entire canton of Bade, were at once in a flate of

infurrection ; and general Weifs, who was en-

trufled by the governments of Berne and Friburg

with the command of their army, was compelled

to retreat with precipitation towards Berne ; and

general Menard, marching forward, proclaimed

to the Vaudois—peace, liberty, and fraternity.

On the return of general Weifs, a man of

fenfe and moderation, to Berne, he reprefented

to the fenate the utter impoffibility of making

any effectual refinance againit the arms of

France, thus ftrengthened and fupported by the

fpirit of difaffection. On the 13th of February,

1798, therefore, the Bernefe government came-

to a late and relu6tant refolution to "fend an em-

baffy to the Directory, iigniiying " that they

held
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held it a facred duty to declare their earneft

withes for peace with the French nation, and

the re-eftabliihment of the accuitomed relations

of amity and kindnefs ; and that they will be

ready to accommodate every point in difpute, as

far as it can be done without injury to the in-

dependence of a free people."

To this humiliating meflage the Directory

deigned not to return any anfwer ; but, through

the medium of citizen Mengaud, their envoy

in Switzerland, fpeciiied the conditions on which

the former amity of the two nations might yet

be reftored :— 1. That the canton of Berne mould

difmifs its antient magistrates, and fupprefs its

fecret council and council of war. 2. Until a

new form of government mail be organized, a

provisional one, founded on democratic princi-

ples, and excluding all the members of the an-

tient government, mail be inftituted. 3. The li-

berty of the prefs mall be immediately efta-

blifhed. 4. All perfons, Svvifs or others, profe-

cuted on account of their political opinions,

or of their refufal to march againft the French,

iliali be indemnified.

On the receipt of this meflage the govern-

ment of Berne, fenfible too late of the tolly of

its former policy, but gathering courage from

defpair, reiolved, after a violent Struggle in the

fenate between the ariftocrates, headed by the

advoyer
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advoyer Steiguer and the general d'Erlacli, and

the moderates, fupported by general Weifs, to

declare to M. Mengaud, " that they never would

open negotiations upon fuch demands as were

contained in his meflage, and that they were de-

termined not to permit any foreign power to pre-

fcribe a constitution to them." To enforce this

refolution, general Weifs was fuperfeded in his

military command, which was conferred on his

rival general d'Erlach. At this period general

Brune arrived, and put himfelf at the head of

the French army. Being in expectation of pow-

erful reinforcements, he propofed an armiilice of

eight days for the accommodation of diffe-

rences ; which was, without difficulty, acceded

to on the part of the Bernefe, who deiired only

that each canton mould remain free, to effect,

according to its will, a change in its own govern-

ment, without the interference of any foreign

power.

In this interval the moderates, whofe councils

were over-ruled, having quitted their feats in

the fenate, the violent or jacobin party gained

temporary afcendency ; and many of the arifto-

crates, from bafe and perfonal motives, terrified

or bribed, joined in a formal abdication of their

own power, and the appointment of a provi-

fional adminiftration, of which the jacobins Til-

ler and Bay, with their affociates, were the prin-

cipal
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cipal members. The advoyer Steiguer would

however take no part in this degrading trans-

action ; but, with a heart bleeding for the fate

of his country, refigned, in mournful and indig-

nant filence, the infignia of his authority.

Previous to the expiration of the armiftice,

infractions of which were alleged on both fides,

general Brune attacked the town of Friburg,

and, notwithstanding a bloody refiftance, car-

ried it by affault ; and general Schawenburg,

after defeating the troops of the canton, en-

tered nearly at the fame time the capital of

Soleure. A fummons was fent to Berne itfelf

to open its gates to the French army. Such

were the internal diitraclions by which this un-

happy city was agitated, and as it were torn

afunder, and fuch the indignation excited by

the infolence of/general Brune, who, in addition

to his former demands, now required that Berne

mould receive a French garrifon, that the pro-

portion of the new adminiltrative government

to capitulate to the enemy was rejected, and

the people loudly called for arms. Orders were

therefore iifued, in a moment of defperation ra-

ther than of courage, to general d'ErJach, to

prepare for immediate hoftiiitics. The Bernefe,

to the number of 18,000, took the field ; but the

two armies under the generals Brune and.

Schawenburg, having effected a junction, a-

mounted
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mounted to 50,000 men, followed by an im-

menfe train of artillery. Neverthelefs the troops

of the canton feemed refolutely determined to

ftied the laft drop of their blood in defence of

their country. The fpirit of rcfiftance to the

French was not now confined to thofe who had

ever been inveterate enemies to the revolution,

but had diffufed itfelf widely amongft the mode-

rates, the real patriots and genuine friends of

their country.

During the armiflice, the council of Berne,

feeing the ftorm of revolution gathering around

them, had convoked the deputies of the com-

munes to take part in their deliberations. The

remit of this laudable meafure was a proclama-

tion ifmed in their joint names, declaratory of

their refolution to make fuch changes in the

conllitution of the government as the good of

the country fiiould require. And more particu-

larly, that, in the fpace of a month, a commif-

fion fiiould be eftablifhed to propofe the plan of

a more perfeel conllitution, of which the equal

reprefentation of the people fiiould be thet .bafis:

that all places in the adminiflration and public

employments in general fiiould be accefiible to

every citizen, according to their refpeclive me-

rits : and that a conllitution on this plan fiiould

be propofed in the fpace of twelve months for

the approbation of the people ; a provisional

government
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government being in the mean time appointed

tor the execution of the neceffary functions of

government. In Zurich alfo an actual ameliora-

tion of the government took place ; and the re-

gencies of the cantons of Lucerne, Schaffhaufen,

Soleure, and Friburg, iffued proclamations fimi-

lar to thofe of Berne.

Had the French Directory therefore been ac-

tuated by laudable or really patriotic views, they

would have teftified their fatisfa£tion with the

conceffions now made ; they would have with-

drawn their troops from the Swifs territory; and

have contented themfelves with acting in fu-

ture, between the refpecYive governments and

the people at large, the noble and generous part

of a common mediator and friend. But the

general tenor of their conduct afforded no

ground for any fuch hopes. In the prefent exi-

gency, the Bernefe, apparently abandoned by

their confederates, whofe contingents had been

vainly demanded, were left almofi: entirely to

their own unaflifted efforts : and the authority

of government, amid the conflict of factions, be-

ing well-nigh annihilated, the real force of this

lingle but powerful canton was far from being

fully exerted. General d'Erlach took a- ftrong

pofition about three leagues from Berne, near

the village of Frauenbrun, where, on the morn-

ing of the 5th of March, he was attacked with

a force
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a force more than double to that which he com-

manded, by the generals Brune and Schawen-

burg, throughout the whole extent of his line.

The combat lafted feveral hours, and the Swifs

yielded not the field of battle till they had made

and fuffered a dreadful carnage. Slowly retreat-

ing from poll to poft, they relinquilhed none

without a new and defperate connicl ; but the

heroic bravery of this unfortunate army was of

no avail againit the fuperior force and irrefiftible

artillery of the French ; and, after lofing half

their numbers, the remainder were at length

compelled, in the utmoft confufion, to feek for

refuge in the mountains of Thun. The bridge

over the river Aar leading to Berne being

forced, the government capitulated, and the

city was happily refcued from the horrors of an

aflault.

Furious at their defeat, the Swifs foldiery

turned their rage upon their own officers, whom
they charged with involving them in this mis-

fortune by their treachery or mifconducl ; and

feveral were facririced to their blind and brutal

rage. The general d'Erlach and the advoyer

Steiguer, who had afiumed the fword on lay-

ing down the gown, left the army fecretly :

the latter, traverfing the lake of Thun and the

mountains of Underwalden, reached the Auftrian

dominions in fafety ; but the former, having

vol. vi. y been
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been discovered in his flight, was feizedon by

the peafants and favagely murdered. An opi*

nion being very prevalent amongft the inhabi-

tants of the canton that thefe two perfons had

contributed beyond all others to the calamities

of their country, the violent death of the one

was lefs lamented than the fortunate efcape of

the other.

The oligarchy of Berne was now annihilated,

the Bernefe army was deftroyed or difperfed*

and the French profeffed to come in the cha-

racter of protectors and deliverers ; yet the pub-

lic treafury of Berne, the ftores, the arfenal, the

cannon, and all the property of the ftate, was

without fcruple confifcated to the ufe of " the

great nation"—exclulive of the heavy contri-

butions levied throughout almoft the whole ex-

tent of Switzerland.

After a iliort interval, a general convention

was fummoned to meet at Arau, in order to

form a republican conititution for, or rather to

force a conftitution upon, the Thirteen Cantons,

on the model of that of France, one and indivi

iible. But here a new fpirit of oppofition and

refiftance difplayed itfelf. While the inhabitants

of the great ariftocratical cantons, Catholic and

Proteftant, acceded with little difficulty to this

proportion, deputies from the fmall democratic

cantons of Uri, Schweitz, Underwalden, Glaris,

aud
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and Appenzel, which were paffionately attached

to tfyeir exifting forms of government, affembling

at Brennen, fent a declaration of their fehtiments

to general Brune, Hating, " that the conftitution

of their government had been for many ages a

democracy, founded upon the fovereignty of

the people and the rights of man ; that they

poffefTed nothing but their religion, their liberty,

and their flocks, which they hoped the French

nation would permit them to enjoy in peace ;

engaging on their fide never to take up arms

againft it."

A mild anfwer was returned by generalBrune,

affuring them of the continuance of the friend-

ihip of the French, and requeuing, rather than

demanding, their affent to the new conftitution.

This occalioned a fecond meeting of the con-

grefs at Brennen, in which it was finally de-

termined that their prefent government mould

be defended againft whatever attack fliould be

made upon it. Unlike the feverifh and tranfi-

tory reiblutions of the ariftocracy of Berne in

its expiring agonies, this was the firm, fteady,

and unanimous determination of a people de-

voted to the caufe of democratic freedom—pro-

ductive, beyond all other caufes, of great and

wonderful effects.

General Schawenburg, who fucceeded gene-

ral Brune at this period in the chief command,

y 2 now,
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now, therefore, led his troops (April 1798) to

this odious conteft, againft the combined army

of the democratic cantons, which was compofed

of the hardy defcendants of thofe brave patriots

who had in antient times refitted, with iuch

glorious fuccefs, the tyranny of the houfe of

Auftria. Taking a very thong pofition amid

their native mountains near the lake of Zug,

under the command of general Paravicini, a

man not destitute of experience or talents, they

awaited without fear the attack of the French,

who were much fuperior to them in numbers.

After engaging with great fury and equal ad-

vantage for fome time, Paravicini ordered a

feigned retreat, and drew the French with great

{kill into an ambuih which he had dextroufly

planted behind a morafs ; and being thus un-

expectedly taken both in flank and rear, they

made a precipitate rereat, with the lofs of fe-

veral thoufand men.

In the other engagements which took place

in this rough and rugged country, the French

could obtain no laurels ; and being perhaps a

little reluctant to purfue to extremity a war of

this nature, a negotiation was fet on foot, in

which the united cantons obtained the following

very honorable terms :— lft. That no French

troops mould enter their territory. 2d. That no

contributions fliould be levied upon them. 3d.

That,
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That, in accepting the new conftitution, they

wouid referve to themfelves the arrangement

of their interior adminiftration.

It is neverthelefs grievous to relate, that Un-

derwalden obftinately refufmg to ratify this

agreement, rejecting peremptorily the amicable

overtures repeatedly made,—and as if they felt

themfelves contaminated by the correfpondence,

at length returning the letters fent them with-

out breaking; the feal,—the French at the latter

end of the fummer marched a fecond army

into that canton : and the men of Undervvalden

affembling their entire force, aided by divers

corps of volunteers from the neighbouring di-

ftri&s, one unconquerable fpirit animating the

whole, a molt memorable battle was fought,

on the 8th and 9th of September, on the mores

of the lake of Lucerne, near the town ofStandtz,

in which prodigies of valor were performed by

thefe genuine fons of freedom. On the firft

of thefe days no impreffion could be made by

the French ; and upon the fecond the battle

was renewed with redoubled fury. On one fide

were {kill, difcipline, and far fuperior numbers ;

upon the other, the enthufiafm of religion, and

the inextinguiiliable ardor of patriotifm. In

courage, neither could boaft the fuperiority-—

every individual was an hero. For a time the

bayonet of the foldier feemed a feeble weapon

y 3 compared



326 GEORGE III.

compared with the many club of the moun-

taineer ; and the artillery of the French was al-

moft filenced by the vail fragments of rock

rolled down from the apparently inacceffible

heights above them. Women and children

rufhed undaunted upon the invaders. No ad-

vance was made but over the bodies of the flain ;

and the day clofed before the battle was de-

cided. At length, deflroyed rather than defeat-

ed, the fhattered remains of the Swifs army,

under covert of the increafing darknefs, took

refuge in the town of Standtz, which was car-

ried by ftorm, and in a moment converted into

a fcene of carnage and defolation. The beauti-

ful valley of Standtz, feated at the bafe of lofty

mountains on whofe fummits winter holds eter-

nal reign, was laid entirely wafte, the houfes

of the inhabitants burnt, the churches 4emo-

limed, and all who were found in arms ex-

terminated without mercy.

The monftrous contrail, between the princi-

ples and practices of the French appears in no

inflance perhaps fo Unking as in this, where,,

with the name of freedom on their lips, they

imbrued their facrilegious hands in the blood

of thofe who had for ages inhabited thefe hal-

lowed and fequeiiered haunts, where Liberty,

banifhed from kingdoms and empires, had been

received with ruliic and pailoral honors, thence-

forth
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forth making this fimple but fublime temple of

Nature her chofen and favorite abode.

To purfue the progrefs of French rapacity

and tyranny, as exercifed by the profligate in-

ilruments of the French dire£tors, Mengaud and

Rapinat, would be foreign to the purpofe of

this hiftory : it rouft fuffice to mention, that the

new conftitution, upon the French model, was

at length adopted by all the Helvetic States-

Lucerne being fixed upon as the feat of govern-

ment ; and that a treaty of alliance, offenfive and

defenfive, was fubfequently concluded between

the Gallic and Helvetic republics, nominally

at leaft, on terms of equality and reciprocal ad-

vantage.

It is proper to add, that, in the courfe of thefe

tranfaclions, the city of Geneva, which had been

within the fpace of a few years the fcene of a

fucceffion of revolutions, was at length united,

probably for ever, to the French republic—be-

ing formed into the capital of a department,

under the name of the department of the Lake

of Leman. .

Notwithftanding the defpotic authority exer-

cifed by the directors fmce the revolution of

Fructidor, the election of the new third in the

legiflative affembly, during the fpring of the

prefent year, was very oppofite to their views

and wifhes. They fent, in confequence, a mef-

Y 4 fage
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fage to the Council of Five Hundred, complain-

ing of the exiftence of an anarchical confpiracy

to make the primary and elective aflemblies

the nurferies of future plots, and expreffing

their hopes that the council would not permit

men loaded with every crime to fit in the le-

giflature.

An obfequious committee was immediately

appointed to make a report upon this meflage,

which was brought up on the 7th of May. It

ftated the neceffity of excluding from the legifla-

ture the partizans of the two great factions

which agitated the republic—the anarchifts, and

the royalifts. And a decree was forthwith

framed, annulling the elections of feveral de-

partments in toto, befides thofe of very many

individuals. The control of the prefs was alfo,

with equal fervility, continued for another year.

About the fame period the negotiator Treil-

hard was chofen to fucceed Francis de Neufcha-

teau, who was the director deftined to vacate

his lot.

The war department had been filled with

equal incapacity and profligacy, fince the 18th

of Fru&idor, by general Scherer, a near relation

of the director Rewbel ; and every other depart-

ment in the ftate exhibited a fimilar portrait

of inability and rapacity:—fo that the directo-

rial government became both odious and con-

temptible
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temptible to all defcriptions of perfons through-

out the nation ; and the more the Directory

multiplied their tyrannical precautions, the more

they enhanced the number of their enemies,

and the imminence of their danger.

Holland, which, by a wife and fingular po-

licy adopted at the period of the conqueft of

that country by France, and fince not materially

violated, had been left in a very great meafure

to take care of its own concerns, now became

the fcene of fome revolutionary movements.

" No profcription, no popular crime, hadftained

the tranquil fubverfion of its antient govern-

ment. It had only to bear the refidence and

maintenance of 24,000 Frenchmen, whofe num-

ber was never effective, and whofe conduct in

general did not excite complaints *." A fu-

fpicion had been, however, for fome time en-

tertained in both countries that the zeal difplay-

ed by fome members of the Batavian conven-

tion for the antient modes of federative organi-

zation arofe from a fecret predilection to the

ftadtholderian government ; and the naval de-

feat of Camperdown was afcribed by many to

the treafonabie difafFection of fome perfons high

in ftation and influence. At the latter end of

* This is the remarkable and candid teftimony of a mod
determined anti-revolutionift, M. Mallet du Pan.—— Vide
w Britifh Mercury, September 1799."

the
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the year 1797, citizen Charles de la Croix was

nominated ambaffador to the republic of Hol-

land, with a view to effect a revolutionary

change which had been previoufly concerted

with the Dutch general Daendals.

On the 22d of January, 1798, troops were

polled at the entrance of the hall of affembly,

the commanding officer of which arretted fuch

of the deputies as were on the profcribed lift, to

the number of twenty-one, together with me fix

rs of the commiihon for foreign affairs.

The ailembly, thus purged, affumed the appel-

on of " The Conflituent Affembly of the Ba-

tavian People," and elected a proviiional Exe-

cutive Directory. A general oath was impofed

of unalterable hatred to ftadtho'derianifm, ari-

ftocracy, federalifm, and anarchy : and Holland

feemed funk into the ftate of a province ab-

jectly dependent upon the will of De la Croix,

the confidential agent of the French Directory.

A confiitution formed oil the bails of the French

was foon prepared, and with no difficulty ac-

cepted by the Dutch nation : but the Conven-

tional Affembly, on the 5th of May, thought

proper to declare, " that although they were

virtually di'liblved by the acceptance of the con-

ftitution, yet the dangers which ftill threatened

the country had determined the members to

agree that no renewal mould take place that

year,
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year, but that the prefent deputies mould form

themfelves into a legiflative body, and continue

their functions together with the prefent Direc-

tory."

This act of defpotifm rouzed the phlegm of

the Batavians into a very active and, probably,

unexpected refiftance. General Daendals, who

had promoted the exclulion of the obnoxious

members in January, now diftinguifhed himfelf

by the decided part which he took in oppofi-

tion to the prefent meafure, which was fup-

ported by the whole influence of the French

ambaffador and agent, Charles de la Croix.

The Dutch Directory having iffued orders for

the arreft of the general, that officer made his

efcape, and, repairing to Paris, made fo good

a defence of his conduct to the French Direc-

tory, that he was enabled, under the fanclion of

their approbation, to return to Holland, where

he was received with acclamations of applaufe.

In a fhort tjme a new fcene of cabal and re-

fiftance opened: The minifters of the different

Hate departments uniting with Daendals, and

creeling themfelves into a proviiionary execu-

tive power, fummoned all the officers of the

Dutch troops before them; who, entering en-

tirely into their views, took the new oath of al-

legiance propofed $ and general Daendals, at

the head ot n ftrong military force, loft no time

in
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in furrou riding both the Directory and the legis-

lative body, as well as in fecuring the perfon of

the ambaffador de la Croix. Two of the direc-

tors had given in their timely resignation ; two

others effected their efcape ; Van Langen, the

fifth, was put under arreft : De la Croix re-

ceived his difmiifion, and returned to Paris.

The primary afiemblies being convoked, elected

apparently, without any reftraint, the new legis-

lative body, to whom the provisional admi ni-

tration, on its meeting, furrendered their pow-

ers. In the month of Auguft the Executive Di-

rectory were nominated, and the new dire£to-

rial government completely organized ; and all

thefe events paffed not only without any oppo

fition from the French Directory, but with

their evident implicit concurrence.

In the month of May, thisyear (1798), a futile and

ill-concerted attempt was made by the Englifh

government to interrupt the internal navigation

between Holland, Flanders, and France, by de-

frroying the balm, gates, and fluices, of the Bru-

ges' Canal. The command of the expedition

being entrufted to general Coote and commo-

dore Popham, both officers of diltinguifhed me-

rit. By five o'clock in the morning of the 19th,

the troops were difembarked with their artil-

lery, miners, petards, &c. and foon after ten the

works were blown up with a violent explofion.

But
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But the furf now unfortunately run fo high that

it was impoffible to re-imbark. As a feint, ac-

cording: to general Coote's official account, a

peremptory fummons was fent to the governor

of Oftend to furrender that important place, but

the anfwer received was, " that this would not

be done till the garrifon were buried under the

ruins." The Englifh, to the number of 1,200

men, now endeavoured to entrench themfelves

on the fand-hills near the fhore, where they

were early the next morning attacked by a very

fuperior force, moving in different columns.

After a fhort but gallant conteit, in which they

were completely over-powered, their front being

broken, and their flanks turned, general Coote

himfelf being feverely wounded, they were com-

pelled to furrender to the enemy, by whom both

men and officers were treated with the greateft

attention and generofity ; and the damage done

to the fluices was in a few weeks perfectly re-

paired.

Towards the clofe of the year, the ifland of

Minorca was attacked apparently by furprize,

and captured, after a refiftance fo feeble as to

occafion a fufpicion of treachery, without the

lofs of a man;—the garrifon, confifling of near

4,000 men, under a puhllanimous governor, Don
Juan de Quefada, furrendering prifoners of war

to the Britiih commander, general Stuart.

In
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In the courfe of the year, the town of Port-

au-Prince in St. Domingo, with the fettlement

of St. Marc and it's dependencies, were evacu-

ated by the Britifh forces, and immediately taken

pofTeiiion of by the French general TouifTant de

l'Ouverture, a native of the ifland, and one of

the gens-de-couleur—a man of great talents and

humanity, who, by acquiring the confidence of

the inhabitants, had, in a very great degree,

fucceeded in reftoring order and harmony in that

]ong-diftra£ted country. And thus ended thofe

dreams of conqueil which had led to fuch fa-

tally difaitrous and im practicable attempts !

—

Tn.e dependence of general TouifTant upon the

French directorial government was manifeftly

little more than nominal ; and it yet remains a

problem, whether France will ever recover her

former civil and political authority over this great

and profperous cole,
j

.

The interior tranquillity of Great Britain was

this year (1798) undifturbed by any memorable in-

cident; and the public attention was wholly en-

grofied by reviews, encampments, and military

evolutions and manoeuvres—aimoft, every man
being now a foldier, and enrolled in the national

cohfcnotion.

On the 9th of May his majefty, calling in

council for the council-book, was pleafed to

ftrike out the name of Mr.'Fox from the lift of

privy
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privy counfellors ;—pofterity will decide how

wifely and how well. It has been the juft boaft

of Mr. Fox, that never, in confequence of his

counfels, has an extra guinea been expended,

or a fingle life been facrificed. By the counfels

of others, whofe names are fall infcribed in the

fatal roll, has the prefen t reign been rendered

an almoft perpetual fpe£fcacle of blood and hor-

ror, of corruption, extortion, difgrace, and cala-

mity.

In confequence of the numerous profecutions

inftituted fince the proclamation of 1792, at the

fuit of the crown, for real or pretended libels

again!! the government, the liberty of the prefs

was virtually annihilated, and fcarcely would

any author write, or any printer publifn, any

tract, in oppofition to the meafures of admi-

niftration. In the fpring of this year, the bi-

fliop of LandafT, once the eloquent and accom-

pliihed advocate of liberty, having published a

candid and courtly pamphlet, tending very art-

fully to reconcile the minds of men to the ex-

iiiing fyjftem and all its concomitant abomina-

tions, a molt fpirited anfvver to it immediately

appeared from the pen of Mr. Gilbert Wake*

field, a name known in the firit ranks of litera-

ture, and honored for his extraordinary attain-

ments in claincal erudition, by the learned in

every country throughout Europe. In fpeak-

in<r
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ing of the war tax, ftyled " the Triple AfTefT-

ment," which grafped at the tenth of every

man's income, and of which the bifhop of Lan-

daif had exprefled his entire approbation, as a

juft and wife meafure of finance, this fpirited

and patriotic writer indignantly fays—" This

meafure was not adopted by Mr. Pitt either for

its wifdom or its juftice, but becaufe the fund-

ing fyftem can be purfued no longer.—In truth,

minifters begin to feel that our expenditure is

that millftone which will infallibly fink them

and their fyftem together in perdition ; and it

is very doubtful whether their profligacy and

infanity have left political falvation practica-

ble to all the united wifdom and virtue of the

country."—The powe~of the minifters he juftly

ilates to be irrefiftible, notwithftandirig the pal-

pable inability, and the acknowledged ineffi-

ciency, of their meafures:—" For I almoft quef-

tion (thus he boldly expreffes himfelf) whether

a dozen men at all diftinguiflied for in telle 61:,

and virtue, and political difquifition, who are at

this hour the advocates of the prefent miniftry,

can be found in Britain, ' from old Belerium to

the northern main,' not connected in facl or ex-

pectancy, by themfelves or their relatives, with

fome who depend on the emoluments of the

eftabliflied fyftem." He goes on to give his

opinion, " that could the French make an ef-

fective
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Fe&ive landing in England, the kingdom would

be loft for ever. The fame caufe which has

facilitated the progrefs of the republicans on

the continent would operate as powerfully for

them in this country alfo—namely, a degree of

poverty and wretchednefs in the lower orders of

the community, which, efpecially in their pre-

fent ftate of depravity and ignorance, will ren-

der the chances, even from confufion, of any

change defirable.—My life and my books (fays

this philofophical politician) are all the per-

fonalities that I value, and neither of them,

for I have not tafted lotus, mall be hazarded

in defence of the prefent adminiftration. If the

French come, they (hall find me at my poll, a

watchful centinel in my proper box—my ftudy,

among the venerable dead 5 fometimes inveiti-

gating the origin of man and primaeval hiftory,

by turning the dark lanthorn of heathen records,

or trimming the everlafting lamp of Mofes ;

fometimes mufing with the divine profeffors of

the tuneful art on fubjects of tafte and fancy ;

and fometimes meditating with the men of Ga-

lilee on mortality and immortality. No fyftems

of the many made for one, no zeal in fupport of

frontlefs corruption and every evil work (hall

dip my hands in the blood of men!

Non res Romance, perituraque regua

—

vol. vi. z Let
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Let thofe who have brought us to this molt

alarming crifis ftep forward in the day of dan-

ger, and fight the battles of their Baal and their

Mammon."—Three of the publishers of this

pamphlet, Jordan, Cuthell, and Johnfon, were

immediately profecuted by the attorney-general

for this offence, and, being convicted, were (en-

tenced to different degrees of punifhment. And,

in the fequel, the learned and eminent author

himfejf underwent the fame fate ; being con-

demned to pay a fine of one hundred pounds,

and to furfer two years' imprifonment. In or-

der, no doubt, to hide this tranfacYton from the

garifli eye of day, he was, after a fhort interval,

removed from the King's Bench to the common
goal of Dorchefter *.

The war between France and Auftria being'

now to appearance terminated, and the invafion

of England given up as an hopelefs and imprac-

ticable attempt, it was become a queflion of

great importance, and of no little embari ailment,

* How pleafing rauft be the reflexions of the bifhop of

Landaff on recollecting the complete victory which, by the

ufliftance of his new friends, the prefent miniflers, he has

been able to obtain over all his enemies— Wakefield, Wil-

liams, Jordan, Johnfon, Cuthell, and Flower ! How convinc-

ing are the arguments of fine and imprifonment ! How fa-

tisfaitory the refutation of a verdict of conviction ! Certainly

the learned prelate may plume hiinfelf henceforth upon being

an unanfwerable writer.

what
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What mould be done with the immenfe armies

aclually on foot ? Of the generals employed by

the Directory, Buonaparte had been the molt

uniformly fuccefsful, pofTeffed the mod com-

manding talents, and incomparably the largeft

mare of popularity. His ardent and aclive ge-

nius, not fatisfied with the glory already ac-

quired, and the vi&ories already won, grafped

at fomething yet greater and higher : and the

fubverlion of the Britifh empire in the Eaft

ftruck his mind as an enterprize which would

raife his name to a level with thofe of the

proudeft conquerors in ancient or modern times.

The firir. ftep towards the accomplimment of

this vail and romantic project was the invalion

and occupation of Egypt, which he figured to

himfelf as an eafy talk. Thence, before Eng-

land could be apprized of his purpofe, he con-

ceived that velleis might be procured to tranf-

port the greater pari of his army, from fome of

the ports ou the Red Sea, acrofs the Arabian

Gulf to the weftern coalt of Hindoftan, wnere

the fultan of Myfore, Tippoo Saib, the power-

ful ally of France, was ready to join him with

all his forces. The Directory, jealous probably

of the great political and military influence of

Buonaparte, gave all poifibh encouragement to

this defigh, which at once freed them from a

z 2 dangerous
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dangerous rival, and promifed to add new lau^

rels to the national wreath of vi&ory.

The project in contemplation was obfcurely

intimated to the Council of Five Hundred, in

a report made by Efchaflereaux (April 1798) on

the fubjeel of colonization, wherein he ftates

" the advantages which would refult from the

regeneration of a country which was the full

theatre of civilization in the univerfe." The

immenfe preparations which had been for fome

months going on, chiefly in the port of Toulon,

denoted an enterprize of no ordinary magni-

tude, and of a nature very uncommon. A num-

ber of learned and fcientific men were fele£ted

to accompany this expedition ; and with the

ufual ftores of carnage and defolation were

flowed inftruments of knowledge in all its de-

partments practical and philofophical. Curiofity

wafted itfelf in conjecture ; for though Egypt

had been publicly pointed out as the place of

deftination, many refined fo far as to imagine

that upon this very account it could not be the

real object in view.

At length, every thing being in perfect rea-

dinefs, general Buonaparte failed from Toulon

(May 20) with fifteen fail of the line and fri-

gates, under the conducl of a very able naval

officer, admiral Brueys, accompanied by more

than
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than 200 transports. On the 9th of June this

great armament prefented itfelf before the im-

portant fortrefs of Malta, and made a general

landing of troops and artillery upon the ifland,

with fcarcely a fhew of refiftance. No fooner

had the cannonade commenced, than the grand

mailer demanded a fufpenfion of hoftilities ; and

the town and fortrefs of Valetta, with the whole

ifland, was ignominioufly furrendered on certain

fpecified conditions—the principal of which

wras, that the grand matter ihould receive for

life an annual penfion of 300,000 livres. Thus

eafily did the French acquire one of the fin eft

and molt commodious harbours in the -Mediter-

ranean, defended by ftrong and almoft impreg-

nable works, and which had for ages paft been

regarded as one of the bulwarks of Chriftendom

againft the inroads of Ottoman power.

After leaving a garrifon of 4,000 men in

Malta, the French armament, now increafed

by fixty tranfports from Civita-Vecchia, and

having on board not lefs than 40,000 troops,

chiefly of the veteran armies of Italy, .kept their

courfe to the north-eafl, failing by the ifland of

Candia. The Englilh fleet, which was of equal

or fuperior force, under the command of admi-

ral Nelfon, who had already highly diftinguifhed

himfelf by his naval prowefs, after feeking the

Jrench in vain off Toulon, arrived at Malta two

z 3 days
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days after their departure from that place. He
then directed his courfe towards Alexandria

$

but not finding the enemy there he ftood on

to Cyprus. Scarcely was the Englifh Meet out

of fight, when the French appeared in view j

and on the 111 of July the French admiral caft

anchor on the Egyptian coaft j and general

Buonaparte immediately landed his troops, al-

though the weather was rough, and the fea

ran high and boifterous. On the 5th he marched

forward to the city of Alexandria, which he

took by aflault, and, in order to ftrike terror

and preclude future reiiftance, with a great

ilaughter of the Arabs and Mamelouks who de-

fended it. The appearance of this celebrated

city fell prodigioufly fhort of the romantic ideas

formed by the fanguine imaginations of the

French. Of the anticnt Alexandria, renowned

for its commerce, its induftry, its population,

and magnificence, no traces were left but fome

fcattered and broken monuments—fuch as the

remains of columns of granite, marble, and

porphyry, inferibed with hieroglyphics nearly

defaced ; bafes, malts, and capitals, lying in me-

lancholy diforder; the ruins of feveral baths and

catacombs, with the mouldering fragments of

temples—the pillar of Pompey, and the baths

of Cleopatra, alone remaining in tolerable pre-

servation, 'lhe modern city prefented only a

wretched
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wretched and confufed heap of huts rather than

houfes ; the ftreets narrow, noifome through

filth ; and the inhabitants ftupid, ignorant, bar-

barous, and hoftile.

The addrefs of general Buonaparte to his

army, on their landing, was admirably adapted

to the purpofe of this eaftern invader. " The

people (faid he) with whom you are now going

to efLblifh an intercourfe are Mahometans.

The firft article of their faith is, ' There is no

God but God, and Mahomet is his prophet.'

Do not contradict them. Treat their muftis

and imans with refpect, as you have done the

rabbis and bifhops.—The Roman legions pro-

tected all religions." In a proclamation ad-

drefled to the people of Egypt, after the taking

of Alexandria, he thus adroitly praclifes on their

credulity and their prejudices :
—" You will be

told that I come to deftroy your religion. Do
not believe it. Reply, that I am come to re-

ftore your rights, to punith ufurpers, and that

I reverence, more than the Mamelouks them-

felves, God, his prophet Mahomet, and the

Koran.—If Egypt is their farm, let them {hew

the leafe that God has given them of it.—There

were formerly among you great cities, great ca-

nals, and a great commerce. What has deftroyed

them all ? What but the injuftice and tyranny

z 4 of
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of the Mamelouks ?"—In this modern crufade

liberty ferved as a pretext no lefs commodious

to the purpofes of ambition, than in the antient

that of religion.

From Alexandria the route of the army lay

acrofs the defert to the Nile. Two leagues be-

low Cairo that immenfe dream divides itfelf

into two branches, one of which, running wef-

terly, falls into the fea at Rofetta, and the other

to the eaftward at Damietta. The intermediate

country is called the Delta, and is extremely fer-

tile. Along the outer fides of the two branches

runs a narrow flip of cultivated land, beyond

which are the Deferts, extending on the left to

Libya, on the right to the Red Sea. The march

of the army to Rofetta completely difpelled what

yet remained of the fond and flattering ideas

which the French had indulged refpe&ing Egypt.

They trod for more than forty miles over a burn-

ing fand, utterly deftitute of verdure, of water,

and refreihments—fainting with heat, with thirft,

and fatigue. Their arrival at Rofetta opened

to them, however, a fcene of comparative de-

light. This city, much fuperior to Alexandria,

iituated on the banks of the Nile, fix miles only

from the fea, is furrounded by a green and fer-

tile country, abounding with palm, citron, pome-

granate, and orange-trees, with other productions

of
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t>f the warmer climates—exhibiting a ravifhing

fpeclacle to thofe who had juil been traverhng

the fiery and defolate wildernefs.

Leaving a garrifon at Rofetta, the army con-

tinued their march along the banks of the Nile

to the city of Grand Cairo, accompanied by a

flotilla, which carried the ammunition and pro-

vifions. They were, neverthelefs, under the ne-

ceffity of proceeding with caution on account

of the frequent and defultory attacks of the

Arabs. On the arrival of general Buonaparte

near Gifeh, three leagues from Cairo, he found

Murad Bey, one of the chiefs of the Mamelouks,

who had aflembled his whole force to oppofe the

farther progrefs of the French army, which was

flanked on the right by the celebrated pyramids,

on the left by the Nile. The charge of the

Mamelouks, who were all mounted on fwift and

managed horfes, and who were equally dextrous

in throwing the lance or wielding the fabre, was

beyond expreffion furious : but being wholly de-

void of military fkill and difcipline they were

repulfed with prodigious flaughter. Having

abandoned the field in confuiion, the camp of

the aflailants, and 400 camels laden with bag-

gage, fell into the hands of the victors ; and the

mattered remains of the Mamelouk army re-

treated under the conduct of Murad Bev into

Upper Egypt. After this encounter, which re-

ceived
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ceived the appellation of the Battle of the Py-

ramids, general Buonaparte entered (July 22)

Grand Cairo in triumph ;—prefiding in perfon

foon after this event at the annual ceremony

which takes place on the overflowing of the*

Nile ; and employing himfelf with great affidu-

ity in the arrangements neceflTary for the in-

terior adminiftration of the Lower Egypt, now
completely in his pofleffion.

But notwithstanding the fuccefs of the French,

they were harafled with Incefiant fatigue, and

irritated by perpetual difappointment. '' Egypt,"

faid M. Lacuee, an officer of rank in the French

army, in a letter addieiled to a friend and rela-

tion in France, " bears not the flighted refem-

blance to what has been faid of it by our writers.

The natives, degraded by flavery, are relapfed

into the lavage ftate— retaining nothing of their

former civilization, but fuperftition and intole-

rance. In a word, this country is nothing at

prefent. It merely offers magnificent recollec-

tions of the pad:, and vaft but diftant hopes ot

the future*." The army now began anxioufly

to fpeculate upon their expedition to India

:

" We do not know," fays another French of-

ficer, in an intercepted letter, " whether we

mall flay in thefe new regions, or carry our con-

* Intercepted Correfpondence.

quells
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quefts farther ;—the army, though victorious,

will terminate its career, by perifhing mifera-

bly, if our government perfifts in its ambitious

projects*." But the general himfelf, as it ap-

pears, had by this time totally relinquiihed his

India chimeras, and cherifhed the idea of fpee-

dily returning to France ; leaving the future and

difficult tatk of maintaining the conquefts he

had made to others. " The conqueft of Egypt,"

fays the general, in a letter to his brother Jofeph

Buonaparte, dated July 28, " has been fuffi-

ciently difputed to add another leaf to the mili-

tary glory of this army. Egypt is the richeft

country in the world, in wheat, rice, pulfe, and

cattle ; but barbarifm is here at its height. I

think of being in France in two months. Take

your meafures (o that I may have a country-

feat at my arrival, either in the neighbourhood

of Paris, or in Burgundy. I reckon on palling

the winter there. f.

It was probably impracticable, had the French

general been difpofed to perfevere in his origi-

. nal project, to collect a fufficient number of

vefTels on the Red Sea, adapted to the purpofe

ot tranfporting his army, and its appendages,

to Hindoftan. And an obftacle no lefs unex-

pected than formidable arofe to the execution of

* Intercepted Correspondence. -\ Ditto.

this
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this defign, in confequence of the Englifh ad-

miral Rainier, who commanded a finall fqua-

dron in thofe feas, having taken poffeiTion of

the Ifland of Perim, fituated between the two

points, forming the Straits of Babel-mandel,

which conftitutes the {o\q communication be-

tween the Red Sea and the Gulf of Cambaya.

But an event of vaft magnitude and importance,

totally unforefeen, and moil difaftrous in its con-

fequences to France, occurred at this period,

which completely difconcerted the deligns of

the French government, and gave a new afpecl

to the affairs of Europe.

The French admiral, Brueys, after difembark-

ing, with the happieft fortune, the French troops

under his convoy, arrived in the Bay of Abou-

kir on the 7th of July, forming a line of battle,

with the headmoft fhip as clofe as poflible to a

fhoal, to the north-weft, and the reft of the fleet

defcribing a curve along the line of deep water,

flanked by numerous gun-boats, and a battery

of lhells and mortars, on an iiland in the van.

In this pofition admiral Brueys remained till

the 31 ft of July—confident, no doubt, in his

own ftrength, as he had time more than fuffi-

cient to have taken refuge either in Corfu or

Malta.

On the lft of Auguft the Enff'lifh fleet came

in fight, and, upon a near approach, admiral

Nelfon
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Nelfon determined upon attempting a dangerous
,

manoeuvre, which, if fuccefsful, muft be deci-

iive, and which could be prompted only by that

high and heroic fpecies of courage which bor-

ders upon the limits of a noble temerity. Hav-

ing made himfelf acquainted, by repeated trials,

of the depth of water near the flioal, the fignal

was daringly made, and as daringly executed,

to turn the head of the French line ; by which

means the whole of the enemy's van was at-

tacked on both fides, before any other of the

French lhips (rendered ufelefs by being at an-

chor) could move to their aliiftance. The aclion

commenced a little before fun-fet, and, fituated

as the two fleets now were, victory foon de-

clared itfelf in favor of England. The French

however continued fighting with the rasre of

defperation. Before eight the fleets were en-

gaged throughout the whole extent of the line

—the cannonading on both fides was inceflant

and tremendous. The French admiral's ihip

having taken fire, the whole horizon feemed in

flames. Admiral Brueys himfelf was killed by a

cannon-ball ; and admiral Gantheaume, fecond

in command, finding it impoihble to flop the

progrefs of the conflagration, quitted the vefiel

with difficulty, accompanied by a fmall part of

the crew, and about half pad: nine the blew up,

with an explofion which was plainly fuard at

Rofetta,
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Rofetta, ten miles diftant. A fudden and hor-

rific paufe enfued, expreffive of the feelings ex-

cited by this moil melancholy, yet beyond con-

ception magnificent, fpe£tacle. The battle was

-then renewed with tenfold fury, and profecuted

with fhort intervals till day-break, by which time

almoft all the French fhips had (truck their co-

lours, after loiing raoft ot their officers and vail

numbers of their men—the veiTels themfelves

being nearly difmafted, and lying mere wrecks

upon the water. Two line-of-battle ihips, and

two frigates, only efcaped from the general de-

ir.ru£tion of this dreadful battle, which will ever

rank in celebrity with the molt famous naval

engagements ever fought in any age of the

world, or by any nations of antient or modern

times. The perfevering valor of the vanquifhed,

which lafted long after all hopes of fuccefs on

their part had ceafed, was truly aftoniihing, and

caufed the viclory of the Engliih to be dearly

purchafed with the lives of nine hundred brave

failors ; but the lofs of the enemy was incalcu-

lable. Admiral Nelfon himfelf received a dan-

gerous wound in the head on this occafion,

which difabled him from the command during

the latter part of the aciion ; but his firft cap-

tain, Berry, gave full proof that he was actuated

by the fame ardent zeal and heroic fpirit. The

Engliih admiral, after leaving a fquadron to

block
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block up the ports of Alexandria and Rofetta,

failed, with fuch of his prizes as he could bring

away, for Europe, in order to refit.

The intelligence of this aftonifhing difafter

threw the whole French army, excepting the

general himfelf, into confirmation. His di-

fpatches upon this occalion to the Directory dif-

cover the mod admirable nrmnefs and fortitude.

He congratulates them on the previous landing

of the troops ; and will not for a moment admit

the defponding idea, that the object of the ex-

pedition is fruftrated. To England, he affirms,

is decreed the empire of the feas,—to France

that of the land. " This difafter," fays the

French officer before cited—M. Lacuee, *' would

deprive the army of every hope, if they were

not acquainted with the genius of the comman-

der-in-chief." 7

It appears probable that the French govern-

ment had flattered itfelf with the idea that the

Sublime Porte, fenfible of the extreme import-

ance of keeping up an amicable connection

with France, as well as of the infignificance

of that fhadow of authority which fhe retained

in Egypt, would have condefcended to accept

of the apologies made by the republic for the

invafion of that country, in which France pro-

felTed to oppofe, not the power of the grand-

feignor, but that of the Beys and Mamelouks.

On
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On the contrary, however, the intelligence of

this invafion was heard at Conftantinople with

the greateft indignation ; but fear kept that

proud and barbarous court filent, till the tidings

of the victory at Aboukir encouraged her to

give vent to her impotent though paflionate re-

fentment. On the 1ft of September an imperial

decree was publifhed, declaring the depofition

of the grand-vizier (Mehemed Pacha), whoy it

is aflerted, " had not obferved the inftru&ions

given him, to attend to the defence of the Ot-

toman dominions ,' fo that in the dark himfelf

with refpect to the evil deiigns of thofe brutiJJi

infidels the French, he did not in good time

apprize the inhabitants of Egypt thereof. When
the unhappy tidings from thence came to our

imperial eai," fays this imperial decree, " a full

month after that infurTerable- event had come

to pafs, fuch were our grief and concern,

that, we take God to witnefs ! it drew tears"

from our eyes, and deprived us of fleep and

reft. We have therefore immediately depofed

him from the ofhce of grand-vizier, and have

appointed in his place YoufTouf Pacha, gover-

nor of Erzerum. Now it being incumbent upon

all true believers to combat thofe faithlefs brutes'

the French, and it being become a pofitive

duty for our imperial perlbn to deliver the

bleifed territories from their accurfecl hands*

and
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afrd to revenge the infults which they have

offered to muffulmans, no delay whatever is to

take place for the arrival of the new vizier

;

but the molt vigorous meafures muft be purfued,

to attack them by fea and land. Wherefore, by

a deliberation with the illuftrious lawyers, mi-

nifters, and chieftains, our fubjecls, you muft,

with a full confidence in God and his prophet,

fix upon the effe£tual means of freeing the pro-

vince of Egypt from the prefence of fuch

wretches. You will acquaint all the true be-

lievers, in the refpe&ive quarters, that we are

at war with the French j and, turning night into

day, will apply your utmoft efforts to take re-

venge of them."

At the fame time, to teftify his high fenfe of

the fervice recently performed by admiral Nel-

fon, the grand-fe'ignor directed a fuperb diamond

xhelengk, or plume of triumph, to be taken from

one of the imperial turbans, and fent to the

admiral^ together with a robe of honor of fable

fur, befides a purfe of 2000 fequins to be diitri-

buted among the wounded of his crew.

The blind and furious refentment of the Ot-

toman Porte againft France incited them to a6rs

of the greateft political folly. A Ruffian fqua-

dron of 12 fail of the line, under admiral Oufcha-

koff, was permitted, for the firft time, to fail

through the Dardanelles, which, in conjunction

vqjl, vi. 2 a with
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with their new allies the Turks, reduced the

Venetian iflands of Cerigo, the antient Cythe-

rea, Zante, Cephalenia, and at length Corfu—

the poffeffion of which important place fecured

to them a permanent eftabliihment in the Medi-

terranean.

Had the French, in planning their Egyptian

expedition, really been actuated,—which no

nation ever has, or ever will be,—by the fole

and beneficent motive of giving liberty to an op-

preiTed people ; and had the Egyptians been

capable of comprehending the nature and value

of the gift ; it would undoubtedly have demand-

ed and deferved the applaufe and admiration of

the univerfe. u The Turkiih government," to

adopt the impreihve language of a celebrated

writer, " is a tyranny under which the fineft

countries, in the molt genial climate of the

world, are wafted by peace more than any

countries have been by war,—where arts are

unknown, where manufactures languilh, where

fcience is extinguifhed, where agriculture de-

cays, where the human race itfelf melts away,

and periihes under the eye of the obferver*.'*

It muft neverthelefs be allowed, that Buona^

parte was no vulgar conqueror, and that he

afpired, in a country where, as he himielf ex-

* " Reflexions on the French Revolution."

prefles
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prefies it,
C( barbarifm was at its height," to in-

troduce the arts of civilization, the knowledge

of jurifprudence, and the practice and- love of

induflry.

The communication of Alexandria with Ro-

fetta by fea being cut off, the French general

caufed the canal wThich led from Rhamania to

Alexandria, acrofs the Defert, to be repaired

and cleanfed. Left entirely to his own re-

fources, he feemed to continue with greater ar-

dor and activity his civil and military opera-

tions. At Belbeis and Salhaic he conftrucled

forts and redoubts to guard againft the attacks

of the Turks on the lide of Syria; and drew

plans for the better defence of Grand Cairo and

Alexandria. He formed alfo a great eftabliih-

ment for the different mechanical arts, in which

he W3S aflifted by the artifts and fcientitic men
who had accompanied the expedition, and with

the aid of whom he formed a national infti-

tute. At his invitation the Schieks from dif-

ferent provinces aflemblcd at Cairo, where

Monge and Berthollet fubmitted to their deli-

berations various queftions of political ceco-

nomy, and regulations of adminiftrative go-

vernment. Every art of courtcfy and of policy

was put in practice to acquire the confidence of

the natives, but with little apparent fuccefs.

2 a 2 The
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The French were {till regarded as intruders

and ufurpers, and nothing could reconcile the

minds of the Egyptians, blindly and obftinately

attached to the Mahometan fuperflition, to the

government of ftrangers and infidels.

This inward enmity broke out into a violent

infurre&ion in the city of Grand Cairo in the

month of October, which the French, being

attacked fuddenlyand unprepared, were obliged

to exert themfelres vigorously to repel. Many
Frenchmen were maflacred at the commence-

ment of the commotion, amongft whom was

general Dupuis, commandant of the garrifon ;

but the infurgents were at length fubdued with

great lofs of blood; and the revolt ferved but

to increafe and eftablifh the power of Buona-

parte. It was remarked in this, as on other oc-

cafions, that the Arabs, the Turks, and the

Mamelouks, were far more a£tive in their op-

pofition to the French than the aboriginal inha-

bitants, who were too much accuftomed to

fubje&ion to think of refiftance to any affump-

tion of authority. The feet of the Cophts, who
were Chriftians of the Greek communion,

fhewed themfelves, on the contrary, at all times^

and particularly during the late attempt, ftrong-

ly attached to the invaders—cherifhing, no

doubt, a dawn of hope that the hour of their

deliverance



GEORGE Iff. 257

deliverance from the Turkifh bondage was at

hand. But their numbers were comparatively

final], and their influence yet fmaller.

By this time the army of Murad Bey 'was

again defeated in Upper Egypt, near the py-

ramids of Saccara ; and another body of Maine-

louks, under Ibrahim Bey, on the fide of Sy-

ria, was difperfed by the forces which had been

left on the coaft under the command of general

Kleber. The declaration of the grand-feignor

having now arrived in Egypt, general Buona-

parte fet on foot very great military prepara-

tions, plainly indicating his purpofe to make

yet farther and mightier efforts for what, in

the revolutionary language of France, was ftyled

the deliverance and regeneration of the Eaftern

world ; and his intention of revifiting France

was for the prefent entirely fufpended.

Admiral Nelfon had been received, after re-

turning from his Egyptian expedition, with the

higher!; honors almoft ever paid to any perfon.

The victory he had gained excited a great fen-

fation in Europe, from the frozen coafts of the

Baltic to the golden mores of Hefperia. On
his appearance in the Bay of Naples, on the 22d

of September, his Sicilian majefty inftantly went

on board the admiral's fliip, attended by a nu-

merous train of barges and boats, with colours

and muflc, the whole of that beautiful natural

2 a 3 amphi-
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amphitheatre being crowded with fpectators.

Alfo when the admiral returned the royal vilit,

every mark of refpe£t and attention was ihewn,

to him, and a new confederacy againft France

began to be publicly and confidently talked of.

" Fire but one gun," (faid the chevalier A£ton,

firit minifter to the king of Naples,) < c and the

congrefs of Raftadt is diflblved."

The honors and rewards allotted to admiral

Nelfon in his native country were ftill more

flattering and fubftantial. In addition to the

dignity before conferred upon him of Knight of

the Bath, he was now created Baron Nelfon of

the Nile, to which was annexed a perpetual

annuity of 2,000/. ; and he was authorized to

bear for his armorial enfigns a palm-tree, and for/

his creft, on a naval crown, the chelingk or plume

of triumph. The victory was celebrated with

great rejoicings all over the kingdom ; and new
hopes, not lefs chimerical and extravagant than

the former, be.^an to be entertained of hum-

bling the pride of France. The unfortunate

effect of this glorious victory was not to infpire

a difpofition to embrace the favorable moment

to conclude an advantageous and honorable

peace, but to raife the finking credit of a weak,

baffled, and degraded administration, and to

exalt a new, a ruinous, and fenfelefs war into

unmerited popularity.

The
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The congrefs at Raftadt, which had com-

menced its fittings on the 111 of January (1798),

feemed, in the courfe of almoft a year, to have

made very little progrefs. France adhered te-

nacioufly to her project of making the Rhine

the barrier of the republic. It was no fecret"

that this proportion had been affented to by the

emperor in the feparate articles of the treaty of

Campo Formio. The greater part of the Vene-

tian territory, and the whp}e of Bavaria beyond

the Inn, were made the rich reward of this

compliance ; and the Houfe of Auilria, by a rare

fortune, on the termination of a war to her

almoft uniformly unfuccefsful, would thus be

left more powerful than at the commencement

of it. The grand difficulty confuted in arrang-

ing that fyftem of fecularization by which it

was propofed to cquipenfate the loffes of thofe

whofe dominions were to be ceded to France

by the treaty of Raftadt. But the Deputation

of the empire refilled with the greater! obftinacy

the lacrilice required of them. They aflerted

that the integrality of the empire ought to be

maintained, fince it ferved as the balls of the

preliminaries of Leoben ; and that the acquifition

of the left fide of the Rhine was not of fuch im-

portance to France as the violation of that inte-

grality to the States of Germany : That the cef-

fion in queftion affected mediately or imme-

2 a 4- diately
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diately the interefts of no lefs than thirty-one

fecular and thirteen ecclefiaftical ftates ; and

that no means ought to be left unfought for pre-

venting fo vaft an alienation.

The French plenipotentiaries, Treilhard and

Bonnier, ftill however infilling on the firft de-

mand, and being powerfully feconded by the

courts of Vienna and Berlin, the deputation on

the 12th of March moft reluctantly confented

to this immenfe facrifice. The plenipotentiaries

then went into the queftion of indemnity, which

was agreed to be fettled on the principle of

fecularizing [the poffeffions of the ecclefiaftical

princes. After much time fruitlefsly fpent in

difcuffing this endlefs topic of difputation, the

French were delired to ftate their ulterior de-

mands. This was done on the 13th of May, by

a note, containing the following requisitions

:

3 ft, The navigation of the Rhine to be common

to both nations, fuppreffing the right of tolls

altogether. 2dly, To leave all the iflands of the

Rhine in poflfeflion of the republic. 3dly, To
retain poffeinon of the fort of Kehl, and the

territory contiguous on the German fide of the

Rhine ; likewife of the fuburb of Caftel, oppo-

iite to the city of Mentz. 4thly, To demolifh

the fortrefs of Ehrenbreittlein, now clofely block-

aded by the French.

Thefe extortionate demands gave great and

iuft
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juft offence, not only to the Deputation, but alfo

to the courts of Vienna and Berlin : and the

conqueror of Italy, having now departed on his

romantic expedition, the language of the Depu-

tation, fecretly encouraged, no doubt, by the

emperor, began to affume a firmer tone. The

ambaffadors of Auftria and Pruffia remonflrated

in formal and official memorials againlt thefe

conditions, as ignominious to the empire, and

fatal no lefs to her fafety than her honor. Eh-

renbreitftein, Kehl, and CaiTel, were the bul-

warks of the empire on the fide of France;

and to require the ceffion or the demolition of

thefe antient fortrefles, was in effecl: to claim a

free entrance into the heart of Germany when-

ever it fuited the felfiih or ambitious purpofes of

France.

After new and lengthened difcuffion, the De-

putation confented to the demolition of Ehren-

breitftein ; and the French agreed to a divifion

of the iflands in the river, and to relinquifh the

territory adjoining to Kehl ; but neither would

the Deputation or the Imperial minifter accede

to the ceflion of that fortrefs or of CaiTel. After

fome time the French made (September 14) the

farther conceflion, that the fortreffes of Kehl

and Caflel fhould alfo be demolifhed inftead of

being given up ; and in a note prefented on

{he 3d of October, fome other points in difpute,

of
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of inferior confequence, were either modified

or changed. But the Directory, by their incapa-

city and want of difccrnment, had fuffered the

favorable moment to elapfc. By thp dilplay of

an ambition no lefs impolitic than unprincipled,

they had again awakened the fpirit of refiftance

in the court of Vienna, which had recently en-

tered into very intimate connections with ihe

court of St.Peterfburg; and the victory of Abou-

kir had already laid the foundation of a new con-

federacy againit France, infinitely more juftifia-

ble than the former.

A variety of meffages and memorials having

pafled without eftett, the French plenipoten-

tiaries, on the 7th of December, prefented their •

ultimatum, to which an anfwer was peremp-

torily demanded in lix days. The majority of

the Deputation, including the miniftcr of Pruf-

fia, tolerably fatisfied with the conditions now
offered, and dreading the renewal of the war,

agreed to the proportions of the ultimatum.

But the minifters of Auftria, Saxony, and Han-

over, protelted againft all further ceflion,—the

count Lehrbach, the Imperial mintfter, declaring

that the contingent of Auftria was ready to

march, in order to protect the empire from fur-

ther aggreflion. The French minifters had now?

wafted a year in difputes respecting the pro-

perty of the fwamps and moraffes that obftruct

the
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the courfe of the Rhine, and other points of

controverfy either fcandaloufly unjuft or ricli uu-

loufly insignificant, when the march of the Ruf-

fians, which had for many weeks and even

months engaged the attention of Europe, feemed

at length to he deemed worthy of notice by the

Directory.

In a note remitted January 1, 1799, to the

Deputation of the empire, the French plenipo-

tentiaries made a formal declaration, " that if

the Diet of Ratifbon contented to the entrance

of the Ruffian troops on the territory of the

empire, or did not, by every means in their

power, give it their Strenuous oppolition, that

fuch entrance would be considered by France

as a violation of neutrality on the part of the

empire." The Deputation, without any debate,

voted that the note fhould be fent to Ratiibon,

and referred to the emperor and the Diet.

In a particular communication to the Impe-

rial minifter on the 10th of January, the French

minifters fay, " they had orders to declare to

him, that, in leaving a free paffage to an army

of a power which had declared war againlt

France, and by permitting fuch an army to crofs

his Hate, in order to reach the French troops,

the emperor put the republic under the neceihty

of considering this acl as a rupture of the ties

which bound both States."

At
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At this very time the Ruffians were in full

march towards the frontier of Bavaria. The
French troops therefore palled again to the right

fide of the Rhine ; and the impregnable fortrefs

of Ehrenbreitftein, reduced to the laft extre-

mity by famine, furrendered to the arms of

France, after a refillance of eighteen months.

Matters were now hafting faft to a crifis. The

Auftrians had already, at the formal requeft of

the Grifon government,—fuch at lead was the

affertion of the London Gazette,—taken polTef-

fion of Coire, and the important poll of Riche-

nau -

9 detachments being at the fame time on

their march to occupy the reft of the Grifon

country.

In anfwer to the French declaration and me-

morial, the Imperial court pretended to be

" aftonifhed that the French ihould have con-

ceived the idea of addreffing the Deputation of

the empire on a fubjecl which had no relation

with their million ; expreffing its fatisfaclion

that the Deputation had referred this bufinefs,

which was beyond its competence, to thofe

whom it concerned." The Deputation alfo co-

incided with the opinion of the Auftrian cabi-

net, and declared, " that the march of the Ruf-

fian troops was beyond its competence." On
the 3 111 of January the French plenipotentiaries

prefented a declaration to the Deputation, im-

porting,
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porting, " that they had orders neither to re-

ceive nor remit any note on any of the points of

the negotiation till that which they had remit-

ted on the lit of January, refpe&ing the march

of Vfte Ruffians, had received a categorical and

fatisfa^tory anfwer." On the fame day a mef-

fage was likewife delivered to the Auftrian mi-

nifter, count Lehrbach, in which the French mi-

niflers declared, " that if in fifteen days from the

date of their letter the emperor had not com-

pelled the Ruffian troops to evacuate the Au-
ihian territory, and fuch of his other flares as

made part of the German empire, hoftilities

fhould forthwith begin between him and the

French republic."—The emperor having now
concerted his meafures, defigned not to make

any reply to this menace ; and the term fpe-

cified having elapfed, the French armies began

their march into Suabia, under general Jour-

dan.

Hoftilities had fome months previous to this

period actually commenced in Italy. It is ne-

ceffary to premife, that in the fpring of the pre-

fent year a ferious difpute arofe between the

king of Sardinia and the new Ligurian repub-

lic, occafioned by the encouragement given by

the latter to the difaffe&ed and revolutionary

fpirit of the Piedmontefe, which difcovered it-

felf in infurreclionary movements. Hoftilities

had
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had been openly commenced, when the Sardi-

nian monarch implored, as the laft humiliating

refource now left him, the mediation and pro-

tection of the French government. This was

granted only on the condition that the citadel

of Turin mould be confided to the care of a

French garrifon. The gates were opened to them

on the 28th of June. Thus the king of Sardinia

continued to reign nominally, while the French

were in reality matters of the country.

During thcfe tranfa6tions the Roman republic

exhibited a fcene of dilapidation and oppreffion

beyond example. In what proportion the pub-

lic diftrefs was to be afcribed to the French go»-

vernment, or to the government of Rome efta-

blifhed and fupportcd by the power of France,

it is difficult exactly to afcertain. Probably the

balance of injuftice would be found, on exami-

nation, very equal. The difaftrous meafures of

finance adopted by Faypoult, the chief of the

French commiffariate, were productive of ruin

to individuals ; and the plunder and corruption

of the fubordinate agents completed the picture

of the public mifery ; and, together with the

perfecutions exercifed againft all who mowed
any difpofition adverfe to thefe proceedings, ex-

cited continual difiurbances and infurreclions,

and deftroyed every hope of ettabliihing any ra-

tional fyftem of liberty. The venerable names

of
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of fenate, tribunate, and confulate, fervcd only

to remind the inhabitants of Rome of their de-

graded condition, and anfwered no other pur-

pofe than to add infult to injury, and contumely

to oppreffion.

The Neapolitan troops, under the Imperial

general Mack, had doubtlefs, with the fecret

approbation of the court of Vienna, been for

fome time paft collecting on the frontier of the

Roman republic. In the month of November,

Mack fent a formal fummons to general Cham-

pionet, who commanded in this quarter, to

withdraw* his troops from the Roman territory.

To which Championet replied, " that fuch a

fummons could only be regarded as an act of

aggreffion, and a direct violation of the fubfift-

ing treaties." In reply to this declaration, ge-

neral Mack, on the 24th of November, fignified

to general Championet, that his Neapolitan ma-

jelly had in p erfon palled the frontier on the

preceding day, to take poffeflion of the Roman
territory, revolutionised and ufurped fmce the

peace of Campo Formic. The number of

French troops in the Roman flate did not ex-

ceed ten thoufand : and fo little political dis-

cernment had the Directory, or fo defective was

their information, that thefe were very ill armed

and provided. The public magazines were

empty, Civita Vecchia itfelf left defencelefs

;

and
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and the invafion of the Neapolitans, who hadi

collected on this occafion their whole military

force—a rabble of 60 or 70,000 men without

{kill, courage, or difcipline, was evidently to

the French government a mod: unwelcome and

unexpected meafure, productive of great politi-

cal embarrafTment.

The flate of things in Europe, fince the vic-

tory of Aboukir, had its effe£t alfo upon the

mind of the monarch of Sardinia, whofe con-

duel had been for fome time very distafteful to

the -French, and in whofe dominions evident

fymptoms appeared of a counter-revolutionary

fpirit. Couriers were known frequently to pafs

between the two courts of Naples and Turin,

and letters were intercepted which plainlyproved

the good underftanding fubfifting between them.

In one of thefe, dated October the 6th (1798)

written by baron Awervechj a Neapolitan no-

bleman, to the governor of Turin, it is faid,

** The ambaflador from the court of London to

Berlin has jufl concerted with prince Repnin

a meafure the moil bold that modern diplomacy

could fuggeft in the prefent circumllances, to

put an end, as it were, by force, to the inde-

cifion of Auftria. They will caufe hoftilities

immediately to be commenced by the court of

Naples. A treaty of alliance, offenfive and de.

fenfive between thefe two powers, will autho-

rize
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rize his Sicilian majefty again to call to his aid

the Auftrian contingent. Then all Europe will

be put in motion upon the fhores of the Bof-

phorus, as well as upon thofe of the Danube,

upon the banks of the Nieper as upon thofe

of the Rhine, in order to precipitate themfelves,

en majfe, upon that nation of ufurpers.—Such, fir,

is the plan concerted by the vail: genius of prince

Repnin, and of which you now fee the firft open-

ings."

Immediately on the intelligence being received

in Paris, that the Neapolitans had palled the

frontier, war was declared in form againft their

Sicilian and Sardinian majefties,—the Directory

denouncing in their manifesto " the long train

of perfidies of which the court of Naples had

been guilty, and which were now brought to

the height by an audacious attack upon the

French republic ;—a court, which, during the

whole courfe of the war of the coalefeed mon-

archs, diftinguifhed itfelf by the mofl infenfate

fury againft the republic, notvvithftanding which

the French government made no other ufe of

the fuperiority which victory gave them than

for the purpofe of moderation." They then enu-

merate the recent inftances in which the court

of Naples had fhewn its ingratitude

—

cs inciting

and encouraging the Romans to revolt, and di-

fplaying its holtility to the Ligurian and Cisal-

yol. yi. 2 b pine
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pine republics.
—

"While fhe dared not openly to

declare war againft France, fhe fought to de-

ftroy in Italy all the free ftates which were un-

der her protection. Inftead of inflicting fignal

vengeance for this conduct, the Directory did

not oppofe the taking poffeffion of the duchy

of Benevento ; they offered their mediation to

deliver the king of Naples from the feudal pre-

tentions of Rome. They fent to Naples a new
ambaffador (M. Garat) furnifhed with the molt

amicable and conciliatory powers, and were

anxious to give fatisfaction to his Sicilian ma-

jetty refpecting the object of Buonaparte's expe-

dition. In return, the fleet of admiral Nelfon

was honorably received at Syracufe, and was

revictualled in that port. It even received ftores

from the arfenal of the king, pilots to clear the

Straits of Meflina, and whatever was neceftary

to fecure the fuccefs of the attack againft the

French. If too we recollect the inconceivable

joy which was manifefted at Naples on the

fight of the Englilli fleet, the public honors

which the court itfelf lavifhed on admiral Nel-

fon, in going out to welcome him, his triumphal

entry, the large rewards granted to the meffen-

ger who brought the firit account of this vic-

tory, and the illuminations and rejoicings which

took place on this occafion;—if it be remem-

bered that, from the time of this victory, the

audacity
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audacity of the Neapolitan government has

known no bounds ;—if all thefe circumftances

are confidered, it mult be allowed that more

hoftile fentiments were never manifefted on one

fide, nor more patience fhown on the other.

The guilt of the Sardinian government, as an

accomplice with Naples, is manifeil from a

thoufand circumftances ;— its fentiments, its lan-

guage, and even its anions, in proportion to its

means, have been the fame; and its artifice and

hypocrify exactly refemble that of Naples. In

facl, they have never ceafed to make war in

every way which their imbecillity and their cow-

ardice fuffered them to put into execution.

The Pied montefe troops marched towards Loana

at the fame moment in which the Neapolitan

army attacked the French ;—and in the fame

moment alfo it was that the Sardinian govern-

ment dared to require the evacuation of the ci-

tadel, and the diminution of the French troops

in Piedmont."

Of the inimical difpofition of the king of Sar-

dinia, with refpecl: to France, there can exiil

no poffibility of doubt ; but the indications of

that difpofition, as ftated at length in this ma-

nifefto, though ftrong, were perhaps not alto-

gether fuch as would juftify the declaration of

open hoftility on the part of the Directory. The
king of Sardinia appears to have been a man

2 b 2 very
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very inconftant in his defigns, and inconfiflent in

his condu£t. He had done enough to give

great and juft offence to a proud and potent

enemy, without poffeffing either ftrength or cou-

rage to abide the confequences. On the en-

trance of the French troops into Piedmont, in

the month of December, without any attempt at

refiftance, or appearance of coercion, he figned

an a£t of abdication, and furrendered his whole

country into the hands of the French. The

Piedmontefe troops, agreeably to the terms of

the a£t, immediately adopted the French co-

lours, and became a component part of the

French army in Italy.

Whatever may have been the fecret defign of

the Directory refpefting Piedmont, they certain-

ly were far from wiihing to break with the go-

vernment of .Naples. They had even paid am*-

duous court to that government when it was.

manifeftly in their power to attack that king-

dom with every advantage. The reafon is clear.

The remote fituation of Naples made it both

inconvenient and hazardous for France to carry

on a war with that corrupt and debilitated ftate

for any length of time. Conquefts made there

could not be permanent, nor could they be

ufeful while they were retained. The misfor-

tunes of the reigns of Charles VIII. and Louis

XII. were not yet forgotten. The policy of

the
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the Directory therefore, as of their prede-

ceflbrs in power, the legiflative and conven-

tional aflemblies, had, in relation to Naples,

been that of exemplary mildnefs and modera-

tion. But the late deliberate and unprovoked

aggreffion of the weak, raih, and mifguided fo-

vereign of the Sicilies awakened all the repub-

lican refentment and energy ; and the manifefto

denounced, that this court, too long fpared,

would at length receive the reward of its deme-

rits.

The main body of the Neapolitan army en-

tered Rome without oppofition on the 29th of

November, whilft the combined fleets of Eng-

land and Naples took pofTeffion of the port of

Leghorn. The French, unable to make any

refiftance to fo immenfe a fuperiority of num-

bers, had retreated towards Civita-Caftellana,

leaving a garrifon in the caftle of St. Angelo.

During the occupation of Rome by the king of

Naples, different detachments of the Neapoli-

tan army had been defeated by the French ge-

nerals Lemoine and Rufca j and reinforcements

now arriving from all parts, a general attack

upon the Sicilians took place throughout their

whole line of polls. In the various combats

which enfued, the army of Naples fuffered im-

menfe lofs— 12,000 prifoners falling into the

hands of the French, and 100 pieces of cannon.

His
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His Sicilian majefty now evacuated Rome with

the greateft precipitation, and was purfued with

equal vigor by the French. On the 31ft of

December, an armiftice, limited or illimited,

was offered by general Mack, in a letter written

from Capua, on pretext of the feverhy of the

weather and badnefs of the roads. General

Championet returned for anfwer, " that as his

army had fo far overcome the difficulties both

of the way and the weather, he mould not halt

till he made his entrance into Naples."

Soon after this interchange of meffages, the

ffrong poft of Gaeta was taken, containing im-

menfe magazines and (tores of every kind ;—an-

other body of troops, under general Duhefme,

which had forced its way with great refolution

and fuccefs along the line of the Adriatic coaft

through a country interfered with rivers, and

guarded by troops which might have difputed

every ftep, gaining a complete victory on the

banks of the Vomano, and taking pofTeffion of

the important maritime fortrefs of Pefcara. The
king of the Sicilies, with the royal family, ac-

companied by the Auftrian, Ruffian, and Britifh

ambaffadors, had embarked on board the Bri-

tifh (hips in the harbour on the eve of the 1ft

of January, 1799, and been fafely landed at

Palermo. On the 21ft Capua was farrendered

to the French ; and the Neapolitan army, being

now
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now completely diforganized, and the city and

kingdom of Naples in a Hate of abfolute anar-

chy, general Mack, againft whom the popular

rage was chiefly directed, thought proper to

furrender himfelf prifoner to general Champio-

net. Nothing now remained but the conqueft

of the metropolis—the citadel of St. Elmo having

been already fecured by the patriots : and the

fummons to furrender being rejected, every

thing was prepared for the affault, which took

place on the night of the 23d of January. The
city, although deferted by all who had any real

intereft in its fafety, was defended with aftonim-

ing refolution and bravery for many hours by

the Lazaroni. The combat lafted till after the

dawn of day, when the paffages to the Caftel

Nuovo, and the Fort del Camine, being forced

by the bayonet, liberal terms were offered to

thefe poor wretches, now nearly furrounded, by

the French general, who declared at the fame

time his high refpefct for St. januarius. A iliout

of acclamation fucceeded ; and the Lazaroni

immediately laid down their arms, protefling

that they were friends of liberty and the French,

and wondering how they could have been fo

long deceived. The day fucceeding the cefla-

tion of hoitilities, the army of Rome was pro-

claimed the army of Naples, and this was im-

mediately
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mediately followed by another proclamation for

eftabiifhing a provifional government in the

Neapolitan republic.

To conclude the hiftory of this memorable

year, it is neceffary to obferve, that on the 18th

pf December, at the moment probably of ex-

ultation on receiving the triumphant intelligence

of the inarch of the Sicilians into Rome, a pro-

vifional treaty was figned at St. Peterlburg be-

tween the emperor Paul and the king of Great

Britain, conformably to the tenor of which the

two high contracting powers engage " to em-

ploy all their endeavours to induce the king of

Pruflia to take an aclive part againft the common
enemy. Immediately, on his Pruffian majefty's

confenting to this meafure, his Imperial majefty

of all the. Ruffias is ready to afford him a fuc-

cour of land forces j and he deftines, for that

purpofe, 45,000 men, infantry and cavalry, with

the neceffary artillery. In confideration of this

fervice, his Britannic majefty engages to furnifh

his majefty the emperor a fubfidy of 75,OOQ/.

fterling per month, from the day on which the

Ruffian troops fhall have pafTed the frontier

;

Alfo another fubfidy of 37,500/. per month for

extra charges during all the time that the faid

troops fhall be employed by virtue of this treaty :

Alfo the further fum of225,000/. in three months,

to
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to expedite the march of the troops to be em-

ployed in the good caufe. And even previous to

the termination of the negotiation with Pruffia,

the emperor magnanimoajly promifes that the faid

troops mall be put upon fuch a footing, that,

agreeably to the ftipulatlons of the treaty, they may
immediately be employed wherever the utility

of the common caufe (hall require."—The firm-

nefs of the king of Pruffia, in refitting this over-

ture, together with the mild and guarded terms

in which he expreffed his refufal, fo as not

merely to avoid offence, but to maintain as ftriel:

a friendfhip with the courts of Ruilia and Great

Britain after as before this embarraffing propo-

rtion was made to him,eftabliflied his reputation

as a wife and difcerning ftatefman—fully jufli-

fying the high and fanguine hopes which his

renowned predeceiTbr Frederic the Great is

known to have entertained refpe&ing him.

Thus, by die profligate ambition and preemp-

tion of the French Directory on the one part,

and the pride, folly, and mifchievous activity of

the Britilh administration on the other, was a

war, which appeared well nigh terminated, re-

commenced with additional fury ;—feeming but

too likely to extend to a long fucceffion of

calamitous and mournful years, deftined to be

recorded in letters of blood. But the terrified

imagination
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imagination fees pourtrayed, on the veil which

conceals futurity from mortal view, frightful

'forms and ominous characters, bearing little re-

femblance to the events actually pre-ordained*

in the courfe of human affairs, to take place.

THE END,

S.HAMILTON, PRINTER,

FALCON-COURT, FLEET-STREET, LONDON.
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