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MEMOIRS

BARON DE TOTT.

SECOND PART.

On the Tu r ks , and the Tartars.

MY Ather died' ^t 'Rodoflo |, in

the arms of Count T*e:^aky, and

in the midft of his countrymen. The

Minifl'ry which had intended to have

t A tpwr? fituated on the ProponUs \ fet apart

fcy the Grand S^gnlor for ihe refidence of Prince

Pvagotzi, and all the Hungarian refugee's. My'de-

ceafed fallveT had followed that Prince thither, and

left it in the year 1717, to enter into the f^rwice of

France : the different connniilions in which he was
employed, gave him frequen? opportunities of feeing

his former companions, in the midft of whom he died

in 1757. Count Tezaky furvived him only eight

days, and never fpoke after his death.

Vol. IL B emplcyei
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employed me, had juft been changed in

France. A foreign name, no protedion,

and eight years abfence at Conftantinople,

nothing, in fhort, feemed to give me much
profped of fuccefs at Verfailles. I obtained,

however, a promife of employment at one

of the German Courts, an employment ill-

fuited to the fort of information I had ac-

quired, and which the Duke ofChoifeul

was defirous of applying to more purpofe,

when oil his I'efdming the foreign depart-

ment, and after a trial of my abilities on a

pai'ticular comminibn, he' made choice of

ine to refide.i^ith.the E^amof the Tartars.

My zeal ii|i^d|e me overlook all the difagree-

able circumilances of fuch a miffion. I

had neither folicited, nor defired, nor fore-

feen it ; but I accepted it as a favour, and

it was indeed a fevbui" ta-ferve under that

Minifter.

Itv^as determined that I fhould goby

land to the place of my deflination, and

every thing being prepared, I left Paris on

the roth of July, 1767, for Vienna, where,

after a ftay of eight days, I continued my
journey to Warfaw, at which place I re-

mained
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mained fix weeks, and from thence I pro-

ceeded to Kaminiek.

The difficukies I had undergone in Po-

land from the fcarcity of provifions, the

want of horfes, and the ill will of the peo-

ple, prepared me to bear, with patience,

what I dill had to undergo before I could

arrive at the end of my journey.

There being no pofl-horfes in Poland,

after paffing Kaminiek, I was fortunate

enough to procure Ruffian horfes to carry

me to the firfl: Turkifh Cuflom-houfe, op-

pofite to Swanitz, on the other fide of the

Niefter. The courfe of that river forms

the boundary between the two empires

;

and fome JaniiTaries v/ho were come to

walk on the Polifh fide of the river, at-

traded by curiofity near my carriage, tak-

ing a liking to me on my addreffing them

in the Turkiih language, accompanied me
in the ferry boat, which conveyed us to

the other fide. Every perfon in my reti-

nue, except my fecretary, imagined we
were going to Conflantinople. I unde-

ceived them in paffing the Nieiler {. We
X This river is alio called the Nieper.

B 2 landed
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landed' fafely on the oppofite fide of the

river, and my Janiflaries, eager to ac-

quahit the Cuftom-houfe Officer with my
arrival, prepared him to receive me with

fo much refped, that, overcome at length

by his entreaties, I agreed to pafs a bad

night at about a league from Kotchim,

where I might have met with better ac-

commodations. The Cuflom-houfe Officer

compelled the Ruffians, alfo, who had

brought me, to flay with their horfes all

night, to condudt me the next day to Kot-

chim. My remonflrances on this head

v/cre ineffis^lual, when oppofed to his in-

tered and convenience : He affecbed, in-

deed, to have no other motive than refpe6l

for me, and to have nothing but my con-

venience in view ; when his only object

was, in fa6l, to fave an expence which mufl

otherwife have fallen upon him.

In other refjpefts we could not perceive

that we put "him to any expence, except

from the profufion with which we were

ferved ; and the Pacha, whom he had ac-

quainted with my arrival, increafed our

abundance by a prefent of flowers and fruit

he
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he fent me, with the alTurance of being well

received, and better treated the next day.

The habit of living with the Turks

rendered my evening, however, more to-

lerable than it would have been for any

other perfon. I paffed a part of it in the

Cuflom-houfe officer's kioik, which was

his ufual refidence ; and where, indolently

ftretched out on the frontiers of defpotifm,

in the full plenitude of his authority, this

Turk exhibiting its genuine pidure to the

inhabitants of the oppofite fhore, was in-

toxicated with the pleafure of feeing no-

thing fo important as himfelf. He in-

formed me, that two young Frenchmen

had arrived a few days before at Kotchim-»

where, after taking the turban, they had

fet out for Conflantinople. He fatisfied,

alfo, my queftions refpediing the revenues

of his Cuftora-houfe, which I found were

as profitable to him, as they were burtben-

fome to thofe who had the misfortune to

fall into his hands ; and as that was all

the information to be got from him, I left

him and went to take fome refl. The

people, however, fent by the Pacha to con-

dud
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du6t me to Kotchim, and to receive mc
there with dij[lin6lion, began to awaken

me from a found fleep at day break. Each

of them was eager to acquaint me with

the importance of his employment, in or-

der to have a better claim on my genero-

lity. The people of the Cuftom-houfe

watched, alfo, the moment of my waking,

to come for their fhare. I rewarded the

guards too, who had attended me, and who

had been prevented from robbing me, only

by the particular attention ofmy fervants.

We then fet out v/lth a pretty numerous

retinue, and I was foon fettled in the houfe

of a Jew, prepared for my reception in the

fuburbs of Kotchim.

An officer and fome Janlffaries, who

were to be my guard, occupied the gate-

way into which I was introduced by one of

the Governor's people, who had orders to

procure me, gratis^ and at the expence of

the inhabitants, every necellary. His firfl

care, therefore, was to inquire w^hat I

wiflied to be fupplied with. I was fhocked

at this fpecies of oppreilion, to which,

however, I was no ftranger j but I knew

neither
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neither the right, nor therefources of the

oppreflbrs ; I modeftly ajifwered that I

wanted nothing, and gave fecrct orders to

my own people to purchafe the necelTaify

provifions. I could not fbrefee tha,t tjii^

was the very way to aggravate the oppref

fion. A miferable Jew I had employed to

make my purehafcs, and who, in the hopes

pfcheating me, had overlooked the danger

of his undertaking, was feized, baflina-

doed, and forced to point out to my zea-

lous purveyor, the people with whom he

had been dealing, who efcaped, however,

by returning the money, and with the lofs

of their property. My broker difgorged

alfo his profits, and the Turk gave back

nothing ; but he took fpecial care to order

for the evening, and the next day, fuch a

quantity of provifions, that he mufl after-

wards have fold, for his own account, a

great part of them, v/hich I could not pof-

fibly confume.

Such fcenes greatly increafed my defire

of haflening my arrival in the Crimea

;

but it was neceflary to obtain both the

Pacha's
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Pacha's permiflion, and other aififlance

which he alone was able to procure me.

My firfl care was to have an interview with

him as early as poifible ; for the Turks
are fo flow, and fo lazy themfelves, that

the firft civility they (how to a flranger is

to invite him to reft himfelf, and that was

the compliment I received on alighting j

but I aflured them fo pofitively that no-

thing fatigued me fo much as repofe, that

I obtained an audience for the next day.

The Pacha, who lives in the fortrefs, fent

me horfes accordingly, at the hour ap-

pointed, and feveral of his officers to con-

dud me to him.

The fortrefs of Kotchim, fituated on

the rife of the mountain, on the right

border of the Niefter, hangs tov/ards the

river, and lays the place entirely open to

the oppofite bank, llie country of Po-

land, indeed, prefents this citadel with fo

delightful a profped, that one would be

tempted to imagine that the Turkifh en-

gineers facrificed to that advantage, both

the defence and fafety of fo important a

port,
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port, in which, as it now is, they would

not be able to hold out three days againfl a

regular attack.

The Pacha who commanded there was

a venerable old man, with whofe charac-

ter I was in fome meafure already acquaint-

ed. I knew that being naturally of a ti-

mid difpoiition, he feared that the Vifur

had hoflile intentions towards him, and I

had reafon to apprehend therefore, that

he would not venture to let me pafs with-

out an exprefs order from the Porte. He
convinced me accordingly, after the firft

compliments were over, that I was not

millaken, afluring me, however, that he

w^ould endeavour to make my flay agree-

able
J
but it was impoflible to render any

delay agreeable to me. I difcufled the

matter with him, therefore, and at length

perfuaded him that he would run mere

rifk by detaining me at Kotchim, than by

letting me pafs, fmce he would offend the

Tartars, who were expeding me, without

paying his court to the Vifir, who did not

look for me, and the protedion of the

B 5 Kam,
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Kam, whkh I undertook to promife, over-

came his difficulties. My departure was

fixed for the next day, and our parting was

the more friendly, as I made him under-

ftand that my good offices might be offer-

vice to him.

His principalTchoadar, who was to be

my Mikmandarf, came to wait on me at

my return home. He concerted with me
the proper means to be taken, and then

left me to get his orders figned, and to pre-

pare the poft-horfes for our journey. But

notwithflanding the alacrity with which

they fecmed to fet to work to colled them,

we could not fet out until very late the

next day, and in fpitc of the blows beftow

cd on the unfortunate poftillions by my
Mikmandar, they went no fafler. We
might have gone farther that day, how-

ever, had not Ali Aga, (that was the name

of my Mikmandar) made us flop a league

Ihort of the Pruth, to give himfelf time

f An officer appointed to go before Ambafl^idors,

or other perfons, who travel hy the order, ^nd at the

expence of the Porte.

to
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to prepare for the crolFing of that river,

for which purpofe he brought us to a to-

lerable good village, the miferable inha-

bitants of which were obliged to bring

us provifions. A family foon turned out

of doors, made room for us., and two (heep

killed, roafled, and eaten, and not paid

for, added to a few unnecelTary blows, be-

gan to put me a little out of humour with

my guide, who fet off in the evening to

prepare every thing for the conveyance of

my carriage over the Pruth.

I took the opportunity of his abfence, to

give an old Turk, who appeared to be en-

trufted with the concerns of the commu-

nity, the value of the provifions ; but fome

of the inhabitants prefently came to com-

plain, that as I had not diftributed the

Ihares, they fhould not receivte any part of

the recompence I intended making them }

" and," added they, " the old Turk to

whom you have given all, is fupported by

four cut-throat fons, who bear no part of

our burthens, and yet aKy^ys take pofTef-

fion of the profits.*'

Thefe
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Thefe poor wretches, whilfl they were

making thefe complaints to me, never fuf-

peeled, certainly, that they had the good

fortune of living under an ariftocracy. To
fatisfy them, however, and to fulfil my ori-

ginal intentions, I doubled the fum, and.

every one retiring to his place of reft,,

I got into my carriage, where I fell into fo

found a fleep, that we were far advanced

on our way when I awoke. The Pruth was

only at a league*s diftance, and my con-

ductor, whom we perceived on horfeback,

flogging up a troop of peafants he was in

the midft of, gave us to underfland that

we w^ere not far from the river, on the

borders of which we arrived, without be-

ing fenfible of its proximity, from the

fteepnefs of its banks.

The Pruth feparates the Pachalick of

Kotchim from Moldavia. Ali-Aga had

fwam over to the oppofite (hore the night

before, and got together by dint of his

whip, near threehundred of the neighbour-

ingMoldavians, and hademployed them the

whole night in forming with the trunks

of
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of trees an ill-contrived raft, on which h^

had repaired to our fide of the river ; but

all that did not fatisfy me of its folidity.

I prepared myfelf, however, to facrifice,

ifneceifary, my carriage, and everything

upon it. I only fecured out of it my
pocket-book, fully determined not to ex-

pofe myfelf to fo evident a perfonal danger;

nor would I fufFer my own attendants to

go over, but referved them for a fecond

voyage, in cafe the firfl fucceeded. Mean-

while, my condudor, proudly exulting at

having accomplifhed fo wonderful a v/ork,

prefTed me to get into my carriage.

" How'' faid I, vexed at his flupidity,

" will you ever contrive to get it down to

the river ?—How will you afterwards keep

it on your paltry raft, which is fcarce

large enough for it, and mufl infallibly

fmk under its weight ?" " How ?" faid

he, " why, with thefe two inftruments ;'*

fhewing me his whip, and upwards of a

hundred fturdy peafants he had brought

from the other fide : " Don't be uneafy
;

I would make them bear the univerfe on

their
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their flioulders. And if the raft finks,

thefe fellows can all fwim ; they jQiall keep

it up ; if you lofe the value of a pin, they

fhall every one of them be hanged."

Somuch ignorance and barbarity ilhock-

ed me, without giving me more confidence

in the raft. But my refolution was form-

ed, I told him I would not go over with

my attendants till the fecond trip, and

therefore he might do as he thought pro-

per. I fat down on the edge of a cliff, to

take a better view of this great manoeuvre,

and to enjoy at le?tll a fcene for which I

expe8:ed to pay very dearly.

The fignal for the workmen to begin

was then given, by pronouncing the name

of God, followed by feveral fmacks of his

whip. They undid the traces of my car-

riage, and carried it in their arms to the

brink of the precipice, where they had

formed with their pickaxes a rough fort of

{helving, to facilitate its defcent ; but it

was not without fliuddering, that I faw

them on the pointof being crufhed by the

weight ofmy coach, which they got dowii

however,
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however, on the raft, where it could onlybe

diagonally placed, and to keep it fleady in

that poiition, four of thefe wretches were

clapped under the wheels, theleail motion

of which would have carried the whole

equipage to the bottomofthe river. After

this operation, which had made that part

of the raft next the land fmk into the mud,

and had plunged it feven or eight inches

deep under water on the other fide, they

ftill had to work to get it afloat, which the

hundred men at length efFeded. They

then accompanied it, part of them wading

and others fwimming, and guided it with

long poles to the other fide, where fome

buffaloes were in readinefs to draw up my
carriage, which I faw in the twinkling of

an eye on the top of the oppofite cliff.

My fears were now at an end, and the raft

returning, conveyed us over without a fha-

dow of danger or difficulty.

It is eafy to imagine that Ali-Aga tri-

umphed on the occafion, and on fetting

out, I gave the value of a hundred and

fifty livres, (fix or feven gumeas) to the

workmen
}
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workmen 5 but what is not fo eafy to ima-

gine, nor could I forefee it, that my con-

du6lor, attentive to all my adions, and to

every geflure, (laid behind, to get his

portion of the trifling prefent I had made

thefe poor creatures.

In an hour afterwards he made his ap^

pearance, and immediately went on before

to prepare breakfaft, at three leagues from

the Pruth, where we came up with him,

whilfl: he was colledling provifions with the

fame inflrument with which he had con-

ftru6led his rafts. Except the too frequent

ufe he made of his whip, Ali-Aga appear-

ed to me to be a good humoured fellow,

and I undertook to make him in future

lefs lavifh of his blows.

The Baron,

Your dexterity in the paflage of the

Pruth, and the good cheer you provide for

us, my dear Ali-Aga, would be fully fa-

tisfa6lory, did you not beat thofe poor

Moldavians fo frequently, or if you only

beat them when they difobey you.
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Ali'Aga.

What fignifies it to them, whether It

be before or after, fince they mull be

beaten ? Is it not better to do it at once

than to lofe time ?

Baron,

What do you mean by lofing time ? Do
you call that making a good ufe of it to

beat, without reafon, a fet of poor crea-

tures, whofe exertions, ftrength, and fub-

miflion, perform wonders ?

AH-Aga.

What, Sir—you talk the Turkilh lan-

guage—^you have lived at Conflantinople

—you know the Greeks ; and you do not

know that Moldavians will do nothing till

you break their bones ! You imagine then

that your carriage would have croiTed the

Pruth if I had not beat them all night,

and continued this difcipline until your

arrival on the banks of the river ?

Baron,

Yes ; I think that the fear alone of be-

ing beaten would have made them do all

this \ but, however that may be, we have

no
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no more rivers to pafs ; the poft fupplies

us with horfes, we want nothing but

proviflons, and that is my affair ; for I

will own to you, my dear Ali, that fuch

as you procure for me by blows, are hard

of digeftion j let me pay for them, that is

all I defire.

Ali'Aga.

You certainly take the furefl way not to

have an indigellion ; for your money will

not even get you bread.

Baron.

Never fear ; I'll pay them fo well that I

ihall have the belt of every thing, and

with more certainty than you could get it

yourfelf.

AU'Aga.

You will not have bread, I tell you ; I

know the Moldavians ; they require beat-

ing ; befides, I am ordered to defray your

expences every where, and thefe rafcally

infidels are rich enough to bear the heavieft

charges; this is a trifling one, and pro-

vided we beat them, they will be con-

tented.

Baron*
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Baron*

Do not refufe me, I beg of you, my
dear Ali Aga ; I do not wifh my expences

to be defrayed, and I'll anfwer for it, they

do not wifh to be beaten, provided we pay

them ; I take that upon rnyfelf—let me

do as I think proper.

Jli'Jga,

But we fliall die with hunger.

Baron.

At any rate, let us make a trial j it is

my fancy.

jili'Jga.

Since you are determined, I ccnfent

:

Try your experiment, which appears ne-

ceffary to give you fome idea of the Molda-

vians ; but when you are better acquainted

with them, remember that it is not right

I fhould go to bed without my fupper ; and

when your money and your rhetoric have

both failed you, you will allow me, I hope,

to make ufe of my method.

Baron.

Be it fo ; and fmce we are agreed, I fliall,

when we arrive at the village where we

fleep.
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fleep, addrefs myfelf to the Primate J,
in

order to treat with him, in a friendly way,

for provifions, and a good fire, under feme

cover, where we may pafs 'he night with-

out having any thing to do with the inha-

bitants, and be free from the danger of the

plague, which has jull; broke out in Mol-

davia. " In this cafe, faid Ali-Aga, " I

need not go any farther," and he immedi-

ately ordered one of his people to follow

my diredions, repeating, with a fmile,

that " he would not go to bed fupper-

lefs.'*

We did not arrive till after fun-fet at

the village where we intended to halt; and

we difcovered our lodgings by a fire they

had prepared for us.

My condudor, in order to keep to his

engagement with me, went to warm him-

felf on alighting, and fat down with his

elbow leaning on his faddle, and his whip

in his hand, to enjoy the diverfion he ex-

X This title anfwers to that of Mayor ; but his

funftions differ in the fame proporiion that flavery

differs from liberty.

pe£led
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peeled I fhould afford him. I wac no lefs

defirous of procuring my provifions from

that fpirit which produces a mutual ex-

change of neceifaries. I inquired for the

Primate, whom they pointed out to me

:

I went up to him, and prefenting him with

twenty crowns, (about two guineas and a

half,) which I laid upon the ground, fpoke

to him firfl in Turkifti, then in Greek, in

thefe terms, faithfully tranflated :

The Baron, (In Turkiih.)

There, my friend, is money to buy the

provifions we fhall want. I have always

loved the Moldavians, and cannot bear they

fhould be ill treated. I hope you'll lofe

no time in procuring me a flieep §, and

fome bread ', keep the reft of the money

to drink my health.

The Moldavian, (Feigning not to

underftand Turkifh.)

He not underftand.

Baron.

What, don't you underftand Turkifli ?

§ A flieep alive, ard of a good quality, is only

worth half a crown Erg'ifh.

The
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The Moldavian.

No Turk ; he not underfland.

The Baron, (In Greek.)

Well, let us talk Greek then : Take

this money, bring me a iheep and bread

;

that is all I aflc of you.

The Moldavian. (Still feigning not to

underfland, and making figns to

exprefs that there is nothing in his

village, and that they are (larving.)

Not bread
j
poor^ he not underfland.

Baron.

What have you no bread ?

Moldavian,

No bread \ no.

Baron.

Ah ! wretches, how I pity you ; but at

leafl you fhall not be beaten ; that is fome

confolation. • It is undoubtedly very hard

to go to bed without any fupper
\

yet you

are a proof that many honefl men are

obliged to do fo. (Tothe guide.) You hear

what they fay, my dear Ali \ if money can

get nothing here, you will own at leafl

that blows would have been fuperfluous

:

thefe
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thefe poor creatures have nothing, and

that grieves me more than having nothing

ourfelves to eat for thfe prefent. We fhall

have a better appetite to-morrow.

All-Jga,

For my part, it is impoflible to have a

better appetite than I have to-day.

Baron.

It is your fault ; why did you make us

flop in a poor village, where there is not

even bread? You fliall fall for your punilh-

ment.

•!,.•> J ^10 J ., Ali'Aga.

A 'pobr village, Sir ! A poor village ! If

the darknefs of the night did not prevent

you from feeing, you would be delighted

with it. It is a little burgh that abounds

in every thing. One may find even cinna-

mon § here..

Baron.

So, I fee that your defire of beating is

returning upon you.

§ The Turks are very fond of this fpice, which

they put in all their diiliss, and compare it to the moft

cxquifite delicacy.

Ali-Aga.
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Ali-Aga.

No indeed. Sir ; it is only my defire of

fupping, which I certainly cannot get rid

of; and to fatisfy it, and convince you

that I am better acquainted with the Mol-

davians than you are, let me talk with

him.

Baron,

Can you fatisfy your hunger by beating

him ?

Ali'Aga,

Yes, rU anfwer for it; and if in a quar-

ter of an hour you have not a moil excel-

lent fupper, you may return me the blows

I fhall give him.

Baron*

On this condition I confent, and take

you at your word ; but remember, that if

you beat him without reafon, I fhall lay

on you moft heartily.

Ali-Aga.

As long as you pleafe ; but be as quiet a

fpe£tator as I have been during your nego-

ciation.

Baron.
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Baron,

That is but fair ; I will take your place.

Ali'Aga. (Rifes, puts his whip un-

der his coat, and advancing care-

lefsly towards the Greek, pats him

in a friendly way upon the flioul-

der.)

Good day, friend ; how are you ? Well

fpeak don't you know Ali-Aga,

your friend ? Come ;—why don't you

fpeak ?

The Moldavian,

He not know.

Ali-Aga.

He not know!—Ah ! ah ! that is afto-

nifhing. What friend, ferioufly, you don't

underftand Turkifh ?

Moldavian,

No ; he not know.

Ali^Aga. (Knocks down the Primate

with his fift:, and kicks him as he

is rifmg.)

There, fcoundrel, that is to learn you

Turkifh.

Vol. II. C Moldavian.
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Moldavian. (In good Turkilh.)

Why do you beat me ? Don't you know

that we are poor people, and that our

Princes hardly leave us the air we breathe

in?

Ali-Aga.

Well, Sir ; you fee that I am a good

language mafter ; he already fpeaksTurkifh

charmingly. We can now talk together

at lead, that is fomething. (To the Mol-

davian, leaning on his Jhoulder,) Now that

you know a little Turkifh, tell me how

you and your wife and children all do ?

Moldavian,

As well as people can do, who are often

in want of the neceflaries of life.

Ali'Aga,

You are facetious, my friend
;
you only

want a little more beating ; but all in good

time ; let us come to the point : I muft

have immediately two fheep, twelve chick-

ens, twelve pigeons, fifty pounds of bread,

four oques * of butter, fome fait, pepper,

* A TurkHh weight, equal to about 42 ounces.

nutmegs,
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nutmegs, cinnamon, lemons, wine^ fal-

iad, and good oil of olives, and plenty of

each of them.

The Moldavian. (Crying.)

I have already told you we were poor

people who had not even bread, where

would you have us get cinnamon ?

Ali-Aga, (Pulling out his whip from

under his coat, and beating the

Moldavian till he runs away.)

Ah ! rafcally infidel, you have nothing!

I fhall take the fame method of enriching

you, that I did to learn you Turkifh.

(The Greek runs away ; Ali-Aga returns

andfits by thefire.) You fee, Sir, that

my receipt is better than yours.

Baron.

To make the dumb fpeak, I confefs

;

but not to get a fupper ; and I believe I

fhall have fome blows to give you, in your

turn, for your method does not procure

provifions any more than mine.

Ali'Aga.

Provifions ! Oh ! we fhall be in no want

of them : and if in a quarter of an hour,

C 2 all
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all I have ordered be not here, take my
whip and return me all the blows I have

given him.

In facl, the quarter of an hour was not

expired before the Primate, aflified by

three of his countrymen, brought us all

the provifions, without forgetting the cin-

namon.

After this example, it was impoflible to

deny the efficacy of All's receipt ; and it

was fufficient to cure me of my obftinate

humanity. In fact, unaccountable as it

appeared, I was evidently wrong, and I

was compelled, though reludantly, to

leave to my guide the care of fupplying

me with provifions in future, without dif-

puting with him about the means.

The country through which we were

psiffing, engaged all my attention. New
and piclurefque fcenes, as interefling from

the luxuriant cultivation, as from the great

variety of obje6t:s, prefented themfelves at

every ftep; and I fhould compare Moldavia

with Burgundy, if the Greek principality

could



BARON D E TOT T. 2g

could enjoy the ineflimable advantages re-

fulting from a moderate government.

Thefe people, who by the faith of trea-

ties have been long governed by their own

Princes, fhoidd to this day be no other-

wife acquainted with defpotifm, than by

the change of their fovereigns at the will

of the Ottoman Porte. Moldavia and V/al-

lachia were only fubjecl originally to a very

fmall tribute, and then enjoyed a (hadow

of liberty. They prefented in the perfons

of their princes, if not men of merit, at

lead illuftrious names, refpected by the

conqueror, and the Greeks were Hill iiat-

tered to behold in thefe princes, the image

of their former maflers ; but every thing

was foon confounded ; the conquered

Greeks found themfelves no better than

fiaves, and no longer admitted any didinc-
^

tions amongfl them ; their mutual con-

tempt increafed their abafement, and in

this Hate of things, the Grand Signior

himfelf, no longer made any diflinftion in

this defpicable herd. The merchant was

raifed to the principality—every adventu-

rer
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rer thought himfelf intitled to that rank
;

and thefe unhappy provmces, frequently

offered to the bed bidder, foon groaned

under the yoke of the mod cruel op-

prefTion.

An annual tax, become immoderate,

from the praftice of felling the Principa-

lity to the higheft bidder, enormous fums

borrowed by the tributary, in order to pur-

chafe the enfeofTment, intereft at twenty-

five per cent, fums of money daily employ-

ed by others, to fruilrate the intrigues of

the pretenders, the luxury of thefe upflart

Princes, and the eager rapacioufnefs of

thefe ephemeral beings, are the caufes

which concur to lay wafhe the two fineft

provinces of the Ottoman empire. If it

be confidered, that Moldavia and Walla-

,chia are more burthened with taxes, and

more cruelly oppreiTed, than they were in

their mod flourifhing (late, it will be eafy

to form a jufl idea of the deplorable fate of

thofe countries ; as if the Defpot, folely

bent on deflrudion, thought himfelf en-

titled to increafe his exactions in propor-

tion
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tion to the diminution of his people, and

the lofs of the fertility of their lands, i

was myfelf witnefs, in palTmg through

Moldavia, to the levying of the eleventh

poll-tax in that year, though we were then

only in the month of Odober.

We now approached Yaili, to which

place my guide had difpatched a meflen-

ger, to announce my arrival. 1 hiid taken

the fame opportunity of fending compli-

ments to the reigning Prince, who v\^as fon

to the old Drogman of the Porte, of whom
I have already fpoken. I had reafon to

think our former acquaintance might be of

ufe to me in Moldavia; but I did not fore-

fee that I fhould have a proof of his eager-

nefs to receive me, even before my arrival

in his capital. At a leaguers diflance, how-

ever, from that town, as we were (Irug-

gling in the dark, againft the difficulties

of a narrow lleep road, on a clay foil, I was

informed of the arrival ofone of the Prince's

carriages which was fent to meet me. In

fad, it arrived jufl in time to block up the

palTage ; and to complete my impatience,

a fecre-
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a fecretary, who was fent to compliment

me, feeks me out in the clark, and\acquits

himfelf fo tediouHy of his commifTion, that

1 Ihould have been there till now, had I

not confented to be removed into his ill-

contrived calafh, of which he wanted me
to admire the magnificence, in fpite of the

darknefs of the night. " Ah ! my dear

Ali,'* cried I, " how excellent your re-

ceipt is !" For I faw, in fad, that Ali-

Aga, ever convinced of its efficacy, was at

that moment applying it with as much fuc-

cefs as adivity, to make them turn the

carriage in which I had taken my feat. I

tried to make the befl of my prefent fitua-

tion, by queftioning the fecretary on fuch

objefts as had excited my curiohty, with-

out endangering either his policy or his dif-

cretion ; but in vain :—all 1 could get

from him were frefh aifurances of his for-

row that the darknefs hindered me from

feeing the gilding of our car, and deprived

me of tlie fplendor of the triumphal entry

they had prepared for me.

We
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We perceived, however, that we were

entering the town, by means of a few

fcattered lights, and the noife of planks,

on which I found the carriage rolling, made

me inquire of the fecretary the meaning

of it. He informed me that thefe pieces

of wood, laid near each other acrofs the

ftreets, ferved to bear up the carriage, on

account of the miry foil on which Yalli was

built. He added, that a fire had jufl re-

duced the greateft part of the town to

afhes ; that they were then bufily employ-

ed in re-building it, but that the houfes

would be built in a more modern tafte.—

-

He was going to enter into particulars of

the plans, when our carriage turning too

fhort, and running againft the corner of

the gateway, introduced us into the Con-

vent of the MilTionaries, where 1 was to

lodge, well pleafed at once to get rid of a

very jumbling carriage, and mod difagree-

able mailer of the ceremonies.

A tolerable good fupper was w^aiting for

us, and fome Italian Cordeliers, fettled at

Yafli, under the King's protection, and the

C i; diredion
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diredion of the Society depropagandafide^

had prepared us convenient enough lodg-

ings. Before I went to bed, I received a

frefh compliment from the Prince on my
fafe arrival, and on awakening had a vifit

from the Governor. He was mounted on a

horfe richly caparifoned ; a croud of fer-

vants,drefledlike Tchoadars, accompanied

this Greek, whom Ihad known at Conftan-

tinopleinavery inferior fituation. He feem-

ed to be particularly defirous of exciting

my admiration of the Oriental fplendor

with which he was now furrounded, and I

was, for my part, no lefs entertained at

feeing him puffed up with the moll ridicu-

lous pride. Ali-Aga, however, difcon-

certed every thing by his prefence. We
have already feenthat this Turktreated the

Moldavians in the country with a great

deal of levity, but I imagined he would

lofc fomething of his importance and pre-

rogative at Yaffi ; but in this 1 was again

miflaken, for he foon made his appear-

ance in a handfome drefs, with a grave

carriage, and a tone of dignity. He played

off.
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ofF, in fliort, the courtier, who feeling that

he might one day be Vifir, and give Prin-

ces to Moldavia, already looked upon him-

felf as their fuperior ; with this idea he

began with treating the Governor very in-

differently, for the negled of the Grand

Equerry, who had not yet fent him the re-

tinue which was to conduct him to the

Prince's audience. The Governor in vain

exculpated himfelf:—" You are all alike,''

replied Ali-Aga ; " but I will put mattei s

in order." Fortunately the fo much wifli-

ed for retinue arrived, which confifted in

a horfe neatly caparifoned, and fourTchoa-

dars to accompany—Whom ? The Tchoa-

dar of the Pacha of Kotchim, who was

himfelf only a Pacha of the fecond order.

But there are no gradations between a

Turk and a Greek ; the former is every

thing, and the latter—nothing.

It was on this unqueilionable principle

that Ali-Aga mounted his horfe with a fu-

perior majefty, and that every body he met

ftopped to make him a profound reve-

rence, which refpedful homage he very

gravely
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gravely returned by a flight nod of the

head and by a gracious fmile. His viiit

to the Prince produced him fome prefents,

and every ftep he took in Yalli contributed

equally to his perfonal intereft and dignity.

Whilfl: my conductor was thus mixing the

tittle didci^ I was contriving means to find

a fubftitute for him, that I might continue

my journey. The Prince could only un-

dertake to fupply me to the Tartar fron-

tiers ; I wrote therefore to the Sultan Se-

rafkerofBafs-Arabia.requeftinghimtofend

to meet me on the confines of Moldavia.

My plan being thus laid, I got into one

of the Prince*s carriages, in which, fur-

rounded by a great many more equerries

and footmen than I wiflied for, I was con-

duiSled to the palace. I was anxious to get

in, to avoid the tedioufnefs of the Turkifh

ceremonies, which the Greek pride had

prepared for my reception.

1 found the Prince alone with his bro-

ther, in an apartment, more remarkable

for two enormous arm chairs, covered with

fcarlet, than for its richnefs. I foon guefled
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all their importance, but I conflantly re-

fufed to take a feat on one of them. The
Prince himfelf then took another feat and

our former intimacy, which furnifhed mat-

ter for the beginning of our converfation,

induced him to trull me with the hiflory

of his prefent embarraffing fituation. I

eafily perceived that the intriguing fana-

ticifm of his brother, made it extremely

cruel, and expofed him to very great

rifques in future. We terminated this

conference by concerting all the necelfary

arrangements for my departure, after

which I was obliged to fuffer all the

Turkifh ceremonies. The mod import-

ant, and which conveys the ftrongeft

mark of regard, is prefenting the fher-

bet, which is always followed by fprink-

ling you with rofe water, and perfume of

aloes. This (herbet, fo often fpoken ofin

Europe, and fo little known there, is com-

pofed of cakes ofpreferved fruits, diifolved

in water, and fo (Irongly tindured with

mufk, that one can fcarcely tafle the li-

quor ; the fame jar, therefore, once filled,

IS
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is fufficient for all the vifits of the week.

I took it cautioufly, as I did the fweetmeats

given with the coffee, and of which they

never change the fpoon. All this ceremo-

nial, however, which was repeated for my
fervant in the anti-chamber, met with a

different, and not quite fo oeconomical a

reception from him : his appetite refufed

nothing ; he eat all forts of preferved gin-

ger that were offered him ; he fwallowed,

at one draught, the whole jar of fherbet
5

and the courtiers were viewing him with

amazement, when I came out of the

Prince's apartment.

On my return to the Convent of the

Cordeliers, I found feveral Greeks of my
acquaintance waiting for me, fome of

whom I kept to dinner, and they after-

wards accompanied me in the vifits I had

to return.

The town of YafTi, fituated on a miry

foil, is furrounded by hi.ls, on the fides of

which are the mod rural fpots, where de-

lightful country houfes might be built

;

but where nothing is at prefent to be feen

but
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but a few flocks ; and excepting the houfes

of the boyards, and thofe occupied by the

Greeks, who came from Conftantinople in

the Prince's fuite, to partake with him of

the plunder of Moldavia, all the other

dwelling houfes of the capital befpeak the

greatefl mifery.

The boyards * reprefent, with a great

dealofftatelinefs, the grandees of the coun-

try, but they are, in fad, no more than

tolerable rich landholders, and very cruel

oppreflbrs. It is rarely that they live on

good terms with their Prince, and their

intrigues are generally pointed againft

him ; Conftantinople is the centre of their

manoeuvres. It is there that both parties

carry their complaints, and their money,

and the Sultan Serofkier, of Bafs-Arabia,

affords a conftant refuge to fuch boyards as

the Port is difpofed to facrifice to its

tranquillity. Thefafe-guard of the Tartar

* So the great landhoKiers are called ; they are a

fort of nobility without any other pretenlions than

their wealth ; but every thing is in fubjeftion to rich-

es, and the befl: eftabiiflied regulators with difficulty

withftand them.

Prince
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Prince enfures the impunity of the boy-

ard ; his protection, not frequently, pro-

cures even his re-eftabUfhment, but that

prote<ftion mufl be paid for.

Thefe different outgoings, for which

the boyardsreimburfe themfelves by partial

perfecutions, joined to the taxes impofed

by the Prince to compleat his annual tri-

bute, and the other articles of expence I

have already mentioned, opprefs Moldavia

to fuch a degree, that the richnefs of the

foil is fcarcely adequate to the purpofe. It

is alfo very certain that this, as well as

the neighbouring province of Wallachia, in

fubmitting to Mahomet II. with the claufe

of being refpe^lively governed by Greek

Princes, and of being fubjedonly to a mo-

derate impoil, have not made fo good a

bargain as the framers of the treaty ima-

gined ; undoubtedly, they did not forefee

that the vanity of the Greeks would expofe

thefe provinces to be put up to the belt

bidder : they mufl have fhut their eyes,

too, againfl the claufe referved to the

Grand Signior of removing them at plea-

fure.
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fure. A terrible bargain this, between a

greedy defpot, and thefe haughty Haves,

whom he can exalt to a Principality when

he thinks proper, and flrip them of it by a

nod ! It is evident that this power of re-

moval could not fail of carrying the annual

tribute of thefe provinces, by a rapid pro-

greffion to an exceffive height, and that

a general fyflem of depredation mufl be

the neceflary confequence ; and accord-

ingly, the whole art of thefe fubordinate

governments confifl in embracing, and em-

ploying every poiTible means of accelerat-

ing this horrid fcene of plunder.

Moldavia andWallachia were an ancient

Roman colony. A corrupted Latin is

fpoken there to this day, and this language

is called 7^0^/;;;/^, the Roman tongue. Thefe

provinces, wretched enough under the

lofty yoke of the Romans, groan at pre-

fent under the weight of a more cruel, and

more humiliating oppreffion—they are

pillaged by a fet of fubalterns, vefled with

a momentary and precarious authority.

Every
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Every thing being ready for continuing

my journey, I quitted Ali-Aga after re-

warding him for his good offices, and left

YaiTi, attended by two Janifiaries of the

Prince's guard, and a Greek, who was

to be my conduclor. This triumvirate,

wherever we came^ purfued the great prin-

ciples fo happily adapted to the Molda-

vian manners, and v/hich Ali-Aga had

taught me ; but a ilriking infiance of vio-

lence and robbery exhibited by the Turks,

deferves to be recorded. We were palTmg

through a pretty enough valley, with hills

on each fide, where fome fheep were feed-

ing under the care of feveral fhepherds

:

happening to afk one of the Janiflaries

fome queftions refpeding the quality of

the wool in that country ;
'* You fliall

judge of that very foon,'* fays he ; he then

fpurs his horfe up towards the flock, dif-

perfes it, wheels about in the midll of it,

fixes on the largefl fheep, rides after, and

comes up with it in a gallop ; (loops down,

feizes it by the fleece, lifts it with one

liand, places it before him on the faddle,

recovering
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recovering his feat himfelf, and comes up

to me full fpeed. I made feveral fruitlefs

efforts to make him reftore the animal to

the owner, or to pay him the value of it.

They laughed at my delicacy ; the Turk

kept the prize, on which he and his com-

rades regaled themielves in the evening.

This part of Moldavia appeared to me as

beautiful as the country we had paffed

through to arrive at Yafii ; but it became

moremountainous as we approached Kiche-

now. We defcended, at length, through de-

files, which becoming longer, and opening

out more as we advanced, we difcovered

from their bottom the country of Bafs

Arabia. We had fcarce entered it before

we faw the declivities to right and left

covered with dromedaries f. The Greek

I had

f This animal, which has two large lumps on his

back, is much larger than the camel, who has only

one; but it feems that naturalifts are not generally

agreed on the fubjefl of the names which ought to

ciiftinguifii ihefe two fpecies of animals. As the'

Arabs, however, who have only the camel with one
lump, call him deve, or I'auireche duve couchou, the

bird,
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I had with me obferved, that thefe animals,
which belong to the Tartars, by thus en-
croaching on a foreign territory, fre-

quently give rife to difputes, which never
terminate until the paflurage in litigation
IS eaten up. We foon faw a greater
number of thefe herds, and I remarked
amongit them fome ivhite dromedaries.
We had fcarcely paffed the frontier be-

fore we perceived a troop of horfemen
coming towards us. It was the interpre-
ter of the Sultan Serafker, fent by that
Prmce to meet me, with ten feimens of
his guard. My meffenger whom I had
difpatched from Yafli, was likewife with
them. He delivered me the Sultan's an-
fwer, and the interpreter added the com-
pliment he was ordered perfonally to make
me

; after which four horfemen arrano-.

ing themfelves as a van guard, we conti-
nued our journey through a flat country,

bird, or oftrlch camel It feems proper to dillinguilh
by the nan)e dromedary, fuch animals of the ikme
genus, as have two lumps.

entirely
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entirely open, and on a hard foil, where

the print of the road was fcarcely vilibie.

My new condu<fl:or was a renegado Jew,

born m Poland ; he fpoke German, and

was fo loquacious, that I had no occafion

to a(k him any queilions, to get at the bot-

tom of his whole hiflory. He informed

me, alfo, that the Noguais were difcon-

tented with the Kam, who had hcitn fo

weak as to transfer to the Grand Signiorthe

duty of Ichetirach *, in the two provinces

of Yedefan and Dgamboylouk, through

which I mufi: pafs in my way to Orcapi

;

but our converfation was frequently inter-

rupted by a circumflance not deferring of

mention, had it not ferved to give the fu-

perditions Tartars a favourable opinion of

me.

On my arrival on the frontier, where I

was met by my efcort, a fiiork, a bird

which feeds on ferpents, and builds on

houfes, and is held in veneration by the

eaftern nations, as a fort of houlhold God,

* I have already iaid that this duty was paid in

corn, at a very unfair price for the hufbandmen

feemed



46 MEMOIRSOFTHE

feemed alfo to come on purpofe to meet

me ; it flies paft fwiftly to the left, very

near my carriage ; flies round it, repaffes

on the right, purfues its flight by the high-

way, and fits down at twelve hundred feet

dift:ancebeforethehorfemen, who preceded

me ; rifes when they come near, refumes

its flight towards my carriage, again makes

the circuit, goes and takes its advanced poll

as before, and repeats this manoeuvre until

our arrival at Kichela f

.

This town, the refidence of the Sultan

who commands at Bafs Arabia, is confi-

dered as the capital of that province. The

Prince who filled this fliation was the eldeft

fon of the reigning Sultan, and had the

title of SeralkerJ, (GeneraliflTimo). A
Mirza § on my arrival came to compli-

t Kichela mea:»5 winter quarter.

X Serafker, a Turkiflx word compofed of ser,

which in Perfian means Head, and of asker, Sol-

diers ; it is a military rank which admits of no fupe-

rior ; it can only be compared with Generalifliino,

and that title is ufually ^iven to thofe who command

on the frontier, or who are detached with a conflder-

able body of troops.

§ Mirza, the title of all the nobles. The reader

will find in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, the different

clafles of the Tartar nobility.

mcnt
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ment me on his part^ and to condu(5l me
to the lodgings prepared for me. I went

immediately with this gentleman to wait

upon the Sultan |. He was a young

Prince, of eighteen or twenty years old,

of a good fize, well made, with a counte-

nance more noble than agreeable, and

whofe modeil demeanour occafioned a lit-

tle embarraffment, which I took care to

remove ; and I difcovered that this Prince,

as well as the Mirzas who compofed this

pretended barbarous Court, were poflefled

of infinitely more foftnefs and amenity,

than are found very frequently amongfl

thofe who are called polifhed nations.

Excepting the drefTes ofthe Sultan, and

the Mirzas, which, without being rich, are

dillinguifhed by a fort of luxury and ele-

gance, the furniture amongfl the Tartars

is confined to what is flridly neceflary.

The luxury of window glafs is no where

to be feen but in the Prince's apartments
j

paper frames are the only windows made

t We have already feen that Sultan means a Prince
of the blood.

ufc
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ufe of in other houfes during the winter,

which they remove in fummer to breathe

more freely, and to enjoy, without ob-

flruction, the diftant profpe^l of the Black

Sea. The Sultan entertained me at fup-

per ; and notwithflanding I had a very

great appetite, it did not cfcape me that

the excellent fifh of the Niefler deferved

better cooks than are to be found amongft

the Tartars. Hawking, and grey-hound

courfmg, feemed to me to be their only

amufement ; and the Sultan made thefe

parties very frequently with a numerous

retinue of jMirzas. They fet out on thefe

hunting parties, which lafl feveral days,

with arms and baggage ; the camp is

formed every evening ; a body of troops

always makes part of the Seraiker's re-

tinue, and fometimes thefe parties of plea-

fure are only a pretext for more ferious

expeditions.

The night was paflfed in repairing a lit-

tle carriage I had bought at Yaffi, and

which I had converted into a dormeufe^ (or

carriage for fleeping in ;) a waggon carried

the
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the baggage which had been faflened to

my carriage all the way from Moldavia
;

and the Sultan's orders being forwarded, I

fet off the next day from Kichela with a

Mirza, who had orders to condud me to

Badtcheferay §, efcorted by forty horfemen

armed with bows and arrows, and with,

fabres. Accuflomed to the want of order,

difcipline, and military knowledge which

reigns amongfl: the Turkifli troops, I had

no reafon to fuppofe the Tartars were any

better. After pafling the Niefler, how-

ever, which feparates Bafs Arabia from

Yedefan, where there was fuppofed to be

a fort ofinfurredion amongfl: the herds, the

officer who commanded the detachment

§ Rad'cheferay is the refldencc of the Kani of the

Tartars. This town, at prefent coKPidered as the ca-

pital of the Crimea, was formerly nothing but a coun-

try houfe, called the Palace of the Gardens. Tlie fo'

vereigns by living there hive drawn together a num-

ber of inhabitants ; and this town dill keeping the

fame name, has fucceflively ufurped the pre-eminence

over the ancient town of Crimea, which is now no

more than a paltry village, where the tombs alone

teftify its ancient importance.

Vol. 11. D difpofed
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difpofed the order of march like an en-

lightened foldier : a van guard of twelve

horfemen preceded my carriage attwo hun-

dred paces diflance, which the officer took

under his particular protection, with eight

men, four of whom were placed on each

fide 5 two waggons followed after, eight

other horfemen clofed the march, and two

little platoons, of fix men each, at more

rhan fix hundred paces diftance, kept a

look out to the right and left.

The plains we croffed were fo level

and open, that the horizon appeared only

a hundred paces from us on every fide. No
rifmg ground, not even the fmallefl fhrub

to rrlake a variety in this pidure ; and we

perceived nothing during the whole jour-

ney, but a few Noguais on horfeback,

whofe heads were difcovered by the pierc-

ing eyes of my Tartars, when the convex*

ity of the earth ftill hid the remainder of

their bodies. Each of thefe Noguais was

riding alone on horfeback, and thofe who

were queftioned by our patroles, made us

eafy on the fubje£t of the pretended trou-

ble^^
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bles we had been told of. I was curious to

know, what could be the objed of thefe

men, and was informed, thefe people

thought to be Nomades, becaufe they live

in a fort of tents, were fettled in tribes,

in vallies of fifty or fixty feet deep, which

interfed the plain from north to fouth,

and are more than thirty leagues in length,

by half a quarter of a league in breadth,

the middle of w hich are occupied by fome

muddy rivulets, and terminate towards the

fouth by fmall lakes that communicate

with the Black Sea|. The tents of the

Noguais are on the banks of thefe rivulets,

X Notwithftanding the barren appearance of the

whole Tartar country, and lacility with which the/

may compare their foil v/ith that of the Moldavians,

and Poles, to enable them to form a judgment of ih»

advantages polTcfTed by the latter, habit has fuch an

empire over us, and the wanes of men are relatively fo

connected with this liabit, that it gets the better of

every fenfatlon. The Noguais have an idea that it is

impoflible to crofs their plains without envying them

their poflefTion. " You have travelled a great deal,"

faid one of the Tartars to me, with whom I was

pretty intimate, '* Did you ever fee fo rich a country

as ours ?" It is evident that this epithet, once €(ia-

bliflied, admitted of no contradidion.

D 2 as
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as well as the hovels to fhelter the nume-

rous flocks of this paftoral people during

the winter. Every proprietor has his par-

ticular mark, which is made with a hot

iron on the thigh of the horfes, oxen, and

dromedaries ; the flieep, marked with co-

loui' on the fleece, are kept in fight, and

fl:ray very little from the habitations ; but

all the other kinds, collecled in particular

herds, are driven in the fpring to the plains,

where the proprietor abandons them till

winter. At the approach of that feafon

he goes in fearch of them, to bring them

back under his hovels. This was the em-

ployment of the Noguais we met with
;

but it is very remarkable, that a fmgle

Tartar thus employed in an extent of plain

which is never lefs than from ten to

twelve leagues wide, by more than thirty

leagues in length, from one valley to the

other, is ignorant even on what fide to

bend his fteps, nor does he refled about

it. He puts thirty days provifions, con-

fiflung of millet flour roafted, in a little

bag; fix pounds of flour are enough for

his



B A R O N D E T O T T. 53

his confumption. His provifions made,

he mounts his horfe, never flops till fun

fet, puts {hackles on his horfe, leaves him

to graze, fups on his flour, goes to fleep,

.and av/akening in the morning, continues

his journey. In his way, however, he

obferves the mark of the herds he meets

with, retains them in his memory, com-

municates his difcoveries to the different

Noguais employed in the fame bufmefs,

.tells them what he is looking after, and

in return receives fuch ufeful inform.ations

as terminate his expedition. It is un-

doubtedly to be feared, that fo patient a

people, endowed with fuch qualities, may

one day furnifh a very formidable military

force.

Our firfl day's journey was to the near-

eft valley, which was only at ten leagues

diftance. The fun, however, was on the

decline, and I faw nothing before me but

a melancholy horizon, when on a fudden

I felt my carriage on the defcent, and I

perceived th^e row of Obas f , which ex-

.f Obas ; the tents of the Noguais.

tended
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tended along the valley, to right and left,

as far as the eye could reach. We crolTed

the rivulet on a little bridge, near which

I found three of thefe Obas out of the line,

and one of them, entirely new, defigned for

me. My carriages were placed behind it

;

the^detachment llaid near me. Myfirflcarc

was to examine the whole of the pidure,

of which my retinue formed a detached

groupe. Above all, I remarked that foli-

tude in which we v/ere left, and which

aftonifhed me the more, as I thought myfelf

an objed fufficiently curious to merit fome

attention. The Mirza had quitted me on

our arrival, to look after provifions, and

1 employed myfelf, in the mean time, in

examining the ftrudure of my Tartar

houfe. It was like a large poultry bafket,

built in lattice work, and formed in a cir-

cular inclofure, over which was a dome,

open at the top; a felt of camel's hair co-

vered the whole on the outfide, and the

hole at the top, intended occafionally as a

vent-hole for the fmoke. I obferved, alfa,

that the Obas inhabited by the Tartars, and

in
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in which they made fires, had each of

them a fimilar piece of felt, tied in the

fhape of a flag, in the oppofite dire«5i:ioa

from the wind, and fupported by a long

flick from the infide of the Obas. The

fame flick was made ufe of to let down

this fort of fan, when on extinguifhing

the fire, the aperture was become ufelefs

or inconvenient.

I particularly admired the folidity, uni-

ted with the delicacy of the lattice work

;

pieces of raw leather are ufed for faflening

them together ; and I underfi ood that my
Obas, defigned for a new married woman,

made part of her dowry i.

We had very great appetites, and with

much fatisfadion faw the Mirza return

with two fheep, and a kettle he had pro-

cured. The kettle was ' fufpended to

three flicks, feparated at the bottom, and

joined at the top. The kitchen thus ar-

ranged, the Mirza,, the officer, and fome

Tartars, proceeded to kill and cut up the

fheep, with which they filled the pot,

whilfl others were preparing fpits to roafl

what
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what it could not contain. I had taken care

to make a provifion of bread at Kichela.

This is a luxury with which the Noguais

are unacquainted, and their avarice hin-

ders them from making an habitual ufe of

flefli meat, which however they are very

fond of. I was curious to know what way

they cooked, and to tafle their viduals, as

well as the good cheer which was prepar-

ing for me. The Mirza, to whom I com-

municated my whim, fmiled at it, and dif-

patched a Tartar, with orders to colle^l

every thing which could fatisfy my curiofi-

ty. He foon returned with a jar full of

mare's milk, a little bag of flour of millet

roafted, fome fmall white balls of the fize

of an egg, and as hard as chalk, an iron

pot, and a young Noguais, tolerably well

clad, and the bcfl cook of the hord. I

paid all poflible attention to his manner of

proceeding.—He fills his pot three quar-

ters full of water, about four quarts^, to

which he adds about fix ounces of the

roailed millet flour ; he places his jar

near the fire, pulls out a flat knife, wipes

it
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it on his fleeve, flirs the contents about

in a elrculav direction, always the fame

.way, until. the firil fimmering of the li-

quor ; , he then afks for one of the white

balls, which was cheefe, made of mare's

milk, faturated with fait, and dried

;

breaks it in fmall pieces, throws it into

his ragQut, contriving to flir it round in

tbie farpe direction ; the contents begin to

thicken, and he ftill keeps flirring, but

with difficulty at laft, until the whole was

of the corififtence of bread without yeaft

;

ihethea draws out his flat knife,, empties

the kettle on his hand, and prefents me
-with a cylinder of putT-pafle in a fpiral

form. I was anxious to tafte it, and was

really better pleafed with the mefs than I

..expe^ledw . I tafled alio the mare's milk,

.'which perhaps I fhould likewife have

'found good, but for a fort of prepoffefTion

.i could not overcome.

Whilftl was employed with fo much
luxury about my fupper, a more interefl-

. dng fcene was^prepafing for me.

:
i

' I have already faid, that on my arrival,

th€ Noguais retired each of them to hi:^,

D 5 hut.
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hut, (hewing no curioiity to fee me, and

I had already made a facrifice of my vanity

on that head, when I perceived a confide-

rable troop of them advancing towards u?-;

the tranquillity, the llownefs even with

which they approached, could give us no

uneafmefs. We could not, however, con-

ceive the motives which brought thefe No-

guais on our fide, until we faw them flop

at the diflance of four hundred paces, and

one of them advancing alone till he came

near the Mirza who conducled me, com-

municated to him the defire the chiefs of

his nation had to fee us ; adding, that un-

willing, in the fmalleft degree, to difturb

our reft, he was deputed to inquire if their

curiofity would not difpleafe me ; and in

cafe it fhould not, which would be the

place where his companions would the leaft

incommode me ? I anfwered the ambafla-

dor myfelf, and aifured him that they were

all at liberty to mix with us ; that amongft

friends there was no diftindion of place,

much lefs any particular line of feparation.

The Noguais infifted on the orders he had

in
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in that refped^ and the Mirza rofe up to

point out to him the fpot to which the

fpedators might advance, which was foon

occupied by this curious troop. I ap-

proached alfo, to take a nearer view of

them, and to have the pleafure of making

acquaintance with thefe gentlemen. They

all rofe upon my coming within reach,

and the mod remarkable amongfl them, to

whom I addrelfed myfelf, faluted me, by

taking off his cap, and making an inclina-

tion of his body. I obferved that the de-

puty had ufed the fame ceremonial to the

Mirza, which furprized me the more as

the Turks never uncover their heads,

but to be more at their eafe, and that

only when they are alone, or amongfl

very familiar friends. It is for this reafon

alfo, that the European Ambaffadors, and

their retinue, go to the Grand Signior's

audience with their hats on, and it would

be a breach of decorum to prefent onefelf

otherwife before a Turk; but Ilhall have

fome more important remarks to make oa

the refemblance between our cuftoms and

thofe of the Tartars.

If
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If I derived little information from my
Noguais, it was undoubtedly becaufe I ne-

gleded to afk fuch queftions as might have

enlightened me. The natural fondnefs wc

have for novelty, however, rendered the

clofe of this day tolerably agreeable. I did

very well too with my fupper; but the

Tartar cookery owed its fuccefs amongft

my attendants only to their good appetite,

which gave a relifii to every thing. They

had no idea that one could fometimes take

a pleafure in indifferent entertainment. It

was apparently on my account only that

they complained ; but I have fmce been

perfectly well convinced, that the fole in-

tereft they took in my perfonal comfort,

was only to give them the right of lament-

ing freely their own privations ; by parta-

king of their wants, I difcovered the me-

thod of rendering my fervants lefs trouble-

fome ; and I give this as the befl pofTible

receipt to all travellers.

However interefting thefeNoguais were,

defirous of Ihcrtening my flay amongft

them, and of going the next day to thefe-

cond
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cond valley, I fet out early in the morn-

ing, and we faw the fun appear on the ho-

rizon of thefe plains as mariners obferve

him on the ocean. We difcovered nothing

this morning but fome little hillocks, like

thofe one fees in many parts of Flanders *,

and particularly in Brabant,where the com-

mon opinion is, that they have been formed

by the hands of men, and by the combina-

tion of fhovels full of earth, brought by

each foldier in antient times, to throw on

^his General's corpfe, by way of maufo-

leum. A great number of thefe hillocks,

are likewife to be feen in Thrace, where,

as well as in Tartary, in Brabant, and in

every place w^here they are to be found,

they are never fmgle. Bat the quan-

tity of thefe peculiar accumulations, dif-

pofed, as they generally are, at almofl

equal diflances, and always with a con-

formity of pofition which feems to be-

fpeak defign, more than the fimple effecl

of hazard, led me to trace out, from the

* They are to be found in various parts of Eng-

land j near Steveia^e, in Hertfordfliiie, &c. and are

known likewife by the nai!;e of Butts.

cuftoms
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cuftoms now in ufe, the origin of thefe

pretended maufoleums. It appears to me,

that their origin may be difcovered in the

cuftom prevailing at this day amongft the

Turks, when they go to war, of marking

by hillocks of earth, placed in fight of one

another, the route to be followed by their

army. Thefe elevations, it is true, arc

not fo high as thofe I have juft been fpeak-

ing of, and which have refifted the opera-

tion of ages on the furface of the earth.

—

But may it not be added to my obferva-

tion, that even if the hillocks of the an-

cients had no other object than to mark

out the march of their armies, in order to

infure their communication, the fpirit of

conqueft, which made them penetrate into

unknown countries, would naturally in-

duce them to preferve thefe points of in-

formation from too eafy a deftrudion.

—

With refped to the bones which have been

found under fome of thefe hillocks, they

only prove, that they were al/o. made ufe

of as burial-places for their generals and

foldiers, who died on the march. But the

greateft part of the butts which have been

under-
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undermined in Flanders, prove that all

thefe heaps were not places of fepulture;

and if we recur to the idea of confidering

them as marks, this hypothefis will give

the further explanation of the works fpo-

ken of by Xenophon, in his Retreat of the

Ten Thoufand. An unknown foil muft

every inftant have prefented obftacles to

the -Greeks, more difficult to furmount,

and fnares more formidable, than the na-

tions themfelves who were to be intimida-

ted or repelled.

On my journey I faw no appearance of

agriculture; becaufe if theNoguais fowed

their corn in frequented places, near the

high-roads, their corn would only ferve

for pallurage for travellers horfes. But if

thefe precautions preferve the Tartars from

this fpecies of depredation, nothing can

fave their fields from a more fatal calami-

ty. Clouds of locufts, that frequently

fhower down on the plains of the Noguais,

choofe in preference the fields of millet,

and deflroy them in an inftant. The ho-

. rizon is darkened by their approach, and
•'

the-
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the cloud produced by the prodigious mul-

titude of thele animals, oblcures the fun.

If the Noguais hufbandnien happen to be

fufficiently numerous, they fometime^s fuc-

ceed by their geftures, and their cries, in

averting the ftorm ; if not, the locuds

alight on their fields, and form a bed of

' fix or feven inches thicknefs . To the noife

of their flight, fucceeds that of their de-

vouring labour, which refembles the clat-

tering of hail, and the confequences are

more dertrudivc. Fire itfelf is not more

•adive ; and not a trace of vegetation is to

be difcovered when the cloud has refumeil

. its flight, to produce freih difafters in other

places.

This calamity would extend itfelf, no

doubt, to countries where the culture as

! more i abundant, and Greece, and Afia

Minor, would be more frequently expo-

fed to it, did not the Black Sea fwaUov/

up the greateil part of thefe clouds of

locuils when they attempt to pafs that

barrier. . nl uvjia (ojJ.jb Lxi/i

I have often feen the fhores bf the Pon*

tus Euxine, towards the Thracian Bofpho-

rus.
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rus, covered with their dried carcafles, and

in fach numbers, that it was impoffible to

walk on the fhore without fmking half-leg

deep into this bed of their fkinned fkele-

tons. Curious to know the real caufe of

their deftrudion, I have fought for oppor-

tunities to obferve the moment of it, and

I have been witnefs to their total deftruc-

tion by a florm, which furprized them

fo near the coafi:, that their bodies were

floated thither by the waves before they

were dry ; their carcafles produced fuch an

infe^Stious fmell, that it was many days be-

fore one could come near them.

We arrived at the fecond valley before

noon ; and whilflthe Mirza who conduced

me, was fearching for the perfons who

were to order the neceifary relays of horfes,

I went up to a groupe of Noguais collected

round a dead horfe, which they had jufl

been (kinning. A young man naked, of

about eighteen years old, received on his

flioulders the ikin of the animal. A wo-

man, who performed the office of taylor,

began by cutting the back of this new

coat.
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coat, following with her fcilTars the fhape

of the neck, the fall of the fhoulders, the

femi-circle which joins the fleeve, and the

fide of the habit, which came down below

the knee. It was unnecefTary to fupport a

(luff, which, from its humidity, already

adhered to the Ikin of the young man. The

woman taylor proceeded very fmartly to

form the crofs lapels and the fleeves , after

which themannikin, who ferved as a mold,

fitting down fquat, gave her the opportu-

nity of ditching the pieces together ; ^o

that cloathed in lefs than two hours in an

excellent brow7i bay coat, nothing remain-

ed for him but to tan this kather by con-

ftant exercife, which was accordingly the

firfl: thing he did, and I faw him prefently

mount a horfe bare-backed, to join his

comrades, who were employed in colled:-

ing the horfes I wanted, the number of

which was not nearly compleated.

We already know that the Tartar horfes

are difperfed over the plains, in particular

droves, and diftinguifhed by the mark of

the proprietor; but as there are occafions

when
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when each Individual mufl contribute to

the public fervice, there is alfo a particu-

lar drove of horfes for that purpofe, be-

longing to the whole community. This

drove is kept near, andwithin fight oftheir

dwellings ; but thefe animals at liberty, in

an open country, are noteafilygotholdof;

it is evident, likewife, that the choice which

mufl neceflarily be made of different hor-

fes, for draught and for the faddle, increa-

fes the difficulty. The Noguais fucceed in

this by a method which furnifhes the

young men deflined for that fort of hunt-

ing, with the opportunity of becoming the

moll intrepid, and moft fkilful horfemen

in the world. For this purpofe they pro-

vide themfelves with a long pole, at the

end ofwhich is faflened a cord, the extre-

mity of which terminated in an eye-let,

pafled through the pole, forms a running

.knot, open enough eafily to admit a horfe's

head. Furnifhed with this implement,

thefe young Noguais, mounted on horfes

bare-backed, the longe of the halter paifed

thrQugh the horfe's mouth, ride up to the

drove
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drove full gallop, obferve the animal which

fuits them, . follow him with extreme agi-

lity, come up with him, notwithftanding

his Ihifts, to which they accommodate

themfelves with wonderful addrefs, gain

on him by fwiftnefs, and feizing the mo-

ment that the end of the pole reaches be-

yond the horfe's ears, they flip the run-

ning knot over his head, flacken their

fpeed, and thus retain their prifoner,

whom they condud to their depofitory.

As I was in want of near eighty horfes,

and there were only half a dozen horfemen

in purfuit of them, their exercife lafled

long enough to give me all the pleafure of

it ; but the relays were io well chofen,

that we were able to arrive in pretty good

time in thefuburbs of Oczakowwhere we

lodged.

This fortrefs, fituated on the right bank

of the Boriftenes, and near its mouth,

is built on a fmall declivity which goea

down to the river. A ditch', and a covered

way, are the only v/orks for the defence of

the place ; it is in the fhape of a parallel-

logram.
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logram, bending on its length ; and one

obferves there, as well as at Bender, and

at Kotchim, a numerous artillery, eveiy

piece of which, badly mounted, is bound

together by two enormous gabions, which

ferving by way of parapet, form the em-

brafures of the fortification.

Some Jews fettled there, keep inns in

the fuburbs of Oczakow. They w^ere of

great fervice to us in renewing our provl-

fions, and enabling us to crofs the plains

of Dgam.boylouk, inhabited alfo by the

Noguais. The morning of the next day

was taken up in pafTmg the Boriflenes.

This river, ftrengthened towards its mouth

by a tongue of land belonging to the oppo-

fitebank, and which is called Kilbourns
J,

or Kilburn, forms within it a fort of lake,

which ftretches northward, from whence

the river flows. It is more than two leagues

broad between Oczakow and the fort op-

pofite, which is fituated at the end of the

point ofland. It was in this direction that

we palTed the Boriftenes. Sailing veflels

% The nofe, or promontory of the hair.

are
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are built for the purpofe, which take the

opportunity ofa favourable wind, and may
alfo be pulhed with poles from its fhallow-

nefs, every where but in the middle, where

it is deep only for a few yards.

After three hours of this tedious naviga-

tion, during which we had nothing to en-

tertain us but the leaping of a few dolphins,

we landed at Kilbourns, oppofite to the

caftle which is built there. The landing

of my carriages, and the colle6ling of

the horfes we had occafion for, took up

the conductors the reft of the day, which

I employed in vifiting the caftle, where I

found nothing remarkable but its inutility.

Its artillery, in fad, defigned to co-operate

with that of Oczakow, in the defence of

the river, unable to form a crofs fire at fo

great a diftance, leaves the pafifage up the

middle unmolefted. But I could not help

remarking, that batteries placed on the

point of Kilbourns, and upon a ledge of

rock, fituated on the oppofite bank, would

always prevent the entrance of every fort

of veflel } this the Turks have never yet

been
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1

been able to calculate, and I Ihall have

other more important occafions of fixing

the limits of their military knowledge.

We agreedto fet out an hour before day-

light, and 1 made choice of a waggon pre-

pared for me to fleep in, that I might take

fome reft, of which I began to be very

much in want.

The commander of my efcort knew no-

thing of this arrangement, and after diftri-

buting his troops in the order I have al-

ready explained, he very afliduoufly fol-

lows my coach till he difcovered, by the

day-light, that I was not in it ; he then

complained very heavily of their negli-

gence in not pointing out to him the car-

riage I was in, and immediately furround-

ed it with the little band he had referred

for that purpofe. The reader will doubt-

lefs perceive, that I only relate this cir-

cumftance from its developing the charac-

ter of the Tartars, which invarial>Iy exhi-

bits the feeds of the moft correft ideas.

I'he road we tool: brought us near the

Black Sea, and in following the beach from

time



72 MEMOIRSOFTHE

time to time, the very noife of the waves

afforded us a more interefting objed, than

we could fmd in the naked plains over

which we had been pafTmg. Thofe we

ftill had to pafs, were likewife entirely

bare, although I have been affured, that

they were formerly covered with forefls,

and that the Noguais had torn up even the

fmallefl flumps, to avoid all poffibility of

afurprize. But if this precaution effedlu-

ally fecures a nation fo tranfportable as to

move off with every thing in lefs than two

hours, it deprives the Tartars of the fuel

which is fo neceffary in that climate. To

provide againft this want, each family care-

fully colle6ls the dung of the cattle, which

they knead with a fort offandy earth, and

produce a turf which unfortunately fmokes

the Tartars more than it warms them.

No people live more foberly. Millet and

mares milk are their ufual diet. The Tar-

tars, however, are very carniverous. A
Noguais might lay a wager that he eat a

whole fheep, and win his wager, without

having an indigeftion. But their tafte in

this
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this refped is reftrained by their avarice
;

and that avarice is carried to fuch a length,

that, in general, they retrench every article

of confumption of which they can difpofe.

It is only, therefore, when one of their ani-

mals is accidentally killed, that they re-

gale themfelves with its flefh ; but never

iinlefs they arrive in time to bleed the dead

unimal. They obferve the precepts of Ma-

homet, alfo, with refpefl to fick animals.

The Noguais watch all the periods of the

diforder, in order to feize the moment,

when, finding their avarice condemned to

lofe the value of the animal, they may at

leaft gratify their appetite, by flaying it a

moment before its natural death.

The fairs of Baita, and fome others on

the frontiers of the Noguais country, pro-

cure them a fale for the immenfe droves

they are poflefled of. The grain, v/hich

they coUeft in abundance, finds a vent

likewife by the Black Sea, as well as wool

in general, and that kind called pelades §

:

Vol. IL E to

§ That wool is called pelades, which is feparated

from the fkia by means of lime. This operation can-

not take place on living animals. Tt procures the

greateft quantity of wool, but injures the quality.
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to thefe articles of commerce mufh be ad-

ded fome bad leather, and a great quanti-

ty ofhare fkins.

Thefe different articles combined, pro-

cure the Tartars very confiderable annual

returns, which they will only receive in

Dutch or Venetian ducats ; but the ufe

they make of them deftroys every idea we

might be led to form of their wealth from

this prodigious quantity offpecie.

Perpetually accumulating, and no part

of it returning into circulation by any kind

of barter, avarice takes poffeffion of, and

buries all the riches, and the plains they

are concealed in, offer not a trace to aid

thofe refearches which they otherwife

might tempt. Several Noguais dying with-

out communicating their fecret, have alrea-

dy deprived theworld ofconfiderable fums.

It is alfo to be prefumed, that thefe people

are perfuaded, that if they were forced to

abandon their country, they might fafely

leave their money without forfeiting their

property ; and, in fa6l, it would be of the

fame ufe to them five hundred leagues

diilance.
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diftance. They derive no other enjoyment

from it than the mere pleafure of poffef.

fion ; but this has fo many attractions for

them, that a Tartar frequently takes a

thing for the fole pleafure of poireiTuig it

a moment : compelled foon after to reflore

it, he mufl pay likewife a confiderable pe-

nalty ; but he has enjoyed it in his way,

and he is contented. The avidity of the

Tartars never calculates eventual loifes.

They are fatisfied with the enjoyment of

momentary advantages.

We now approached Orcapi, and had

only one bad night's accommodations to

fmTer, when I received a meiienger who

was fent to meet me. He was commif-

• fioned by the Kam of the Tartars to en-

fure me thofe conveniencies which I had

already been fortunate enough to procure

myfelf.

We paffed the night in a v/retched ho-

vel, covered with reeds, the only produce

of the marih in which it was fituated, near

the fea. We travelled next morning along

the beach, and foon came in fight of the

E 2 wellern
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weflern fideof the peninfula, which flretch-

ed into the fea on our right-hand. This

land, which was likewife flat, but more ele-

vated than the plain we were on, was join-

ed to it byfo gentle a flope, as if it had been

formed by the line, and the upper part of

it prefented us with the profile of the lines

of Orcapi. We travelled by the fide of

them pretty early in the morning, and

palTed the ditch on a bad wooden bridge,

which joins the counterfcarp to a vaulted

gate, which croffes the platform, the por-

ter of which keeps the peninfula every

evening under lock and key. One of the

redoubts, fituated in the middle of the

lines, within cannon-fhot each way, lined

with mafonry, and provided with artillery,

and fome Turkifh foldiers, together with

the commerce between the Ruflians and

the Tartars, has given rife to a miferable

little village near this gate, where I alight-

ed at the lodgings prepared for me. The

Governor of the Citadel loft no time in

complimenting me on my arrival, by fend-

ing me a trencher full of mutton, roafted

in
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in the Turkifh fafhion, Avhicli they call

Orman Kebab^, I foon after received a de--

putation alfo from the Janiflaries of the

fortrefs, inviting me to become a member

of their body, and I accepted their offer

with as much apparent readinefs, as they

manifefted to receive the prefent of my
welcome. The corps of Janiflaries, origi-

nally compofed of flaves carried oiTfrom

the Chriftians by the Turks, in time of

war, has been long recruited by their chil-

dren, who are given as a tribute. But the.

privileges granted to this new militia, de-

termined the Turks to enroll their own

children amongft them. The abufes of.

thefe privileges, and the number of candi-

dates, naturally going hand in hand, there

was no longer any fafety out of the pale of

their protection. The great men of the

empire enrolled themfelves ; the Grand

Signior. himfelf wilhed to belong them,

and

* Orman Kebab,—the roaft of the woods.—This

is the favourite roaft meat of the Turks, and confills

in pieces of niutt^on, cut and fpilted alternate]/ with

dices of onions, roafted at a gieat fire.
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and nobody difcovered that this was the

very method to increafe their infolence.—

The eftablifhed regulations for a long time

fupported this corps, in fpite of its irregu-

larities, but they at length ceafed to main-

tain their independence. Each JanilTary

became poiTeffed ofproperty; and conned:-

cd at this day with the general order, by

the particular interefl of its members, this

corps is no longerformidable to its mailers

Whilfl I was taken up with thefe differ

ent affairs, I faw a troop of Europeans ap

pear, efcorted by the Tartars of the plain

They were Germans, fugitives from Ruf-

fia, taken by the Noguais. The fituation

of thefe unfortunate people, induced me to

claim them ; and they were immediately

delivered to me. I refigned to them the

pyramid of roafted mutton, which they

certainly flood more in need of than my-

felf. I then examined my new colony,

which was compofei of feven men, five

women, and four children. They were

dejefted by misfortune, but began to fmile

at theprofped of better days. Thefe un-

happy
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happy people, born in the Palatinate, had

been drawn into Ruffia by thehopes ofbet-

tering their fortune, (the motive ofall emi-

grations) but the difappointment of which

makes them foon regret the lofs of their

former habitations. Imprifoned in a fo-

reign country, their only projed; was to

make their efcape, and they knew no other

road but the wrons: one. Arrived in the

defart plains, they had fcarcely time to

draw the breath of liberty, before the No-

guais feized them, to fell them to the firfl

purchafer. It afforded me great pleafure

to have faved thefe poor people, and I took

the neceffary meafures to infure their fafe

arrival at Ba6lcheferay.

I employed the reft of the day in exami-

ning the hnes of Orcapi. No picture of

this kind can be more refpe^lable. Ex-

cepting that the works are rather gigantic,

I know of none where nature is better fe-

conded by art. The folidity of the en-

trenchment is likewife to be depended on.

It extends acrofs theillhmus for three quar-

ters of a league, and is flanked by two feas.

It
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It overtops the plain below by about forty

feet ; and it will long continue to refill

that ignorance w^hich negleds every thing.

Nothing points out the sera of its conflruc-

tion, but every thing confpires to prove it

of a date anterior to the Tartars ; or if not,

that thefe people were better informed in

antient times, at leafl:, than they are at

prefent.

It is very evident alfo, that if thefe lines

were pallifadoed enfauffebraye^ as well

as the redoubts on them, and provided

with artillery, and above all, with hovv'-

itzers, they would fecure the free pofTeflion

of the Crimea againfl an army of an hun-

dred thoufand men. Such an army, in

fad:, unable to carry thefe lines by aflaulc,

would be focn reduced to the neceflity of

retreating, from want of water. It was

only by pafhng a fmall marlliy arm of the

fea, to gain the head of a very narrow

tongue of land wTiich opens parallel with

the eadern fide of the Crimea, that the

Ruffians w^ere able to penetrate into it in

the lafl: war. This route had been already

fuccefsfully attempted in the campaigns

of
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of 1736 and 1737, by General Munick ;

but this has neither fuggefted to the Tar-

tars the defire nor the means of fecuring

themfelves in future from a fimilar misfor-

tune, by defending the end of that tongue

of land, where the fmalleil refiflance would

be fufficient to check the progrefs of their

enemies.

On quitting Orcapi, I obferved that the

road was covered with a whitifh cruiT:, oc-

cafioned by the carriage of the fait which

the Tartars fell to the Ruffians. The falt-

works of Orcapi, part of the fovereign's

domain, are farmed out to fome Armeni-

ans and Jews ; and equally commercial,

and perpetual rivals, they augment the re-

venue, by bidding againft each other.

—

They are fo unfkilful in the management

of their farms, and their avidity is fuch,

that they are always the dupes of their ig-

norance. They have no depofitory to re-

ceive, to dry, and to preferve the natural

fait which is formed in thefe fait-lakes
;

fo that the abundance of a plentiful feafon

cannot compenfate for the deficiency of a

bad one 5 and the rains very frequently de-

E5 ftroy
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ftroy this valuable produdion, which is h
eafily preferved in llore-houfes. The feller

and the buyer feem alfo to have combined

their ignorance in forming the conditions

by which they are reciprocally bound.

The buyer is allowed to come him-

felf to gather the fait in the lakes, and to

load his carriages, which are to be drawn

by a certain number of horfes, and at a

ftipulated price ; but with this claufe, that

ifthe carriage breaks down from its weight,

before it arrives at a given point, a penalty

and confifcation follow. The buyer and

feller, in this contrail, have overlooked the

certain lofs ofwhat is fcattered on the road,

and the difadvantages refulting from any

commerce founded on a perpetual ftate of

warfare.

After pafTmg the falt-works, we found

ourfelves in a country more remarkable for

its fertility than its cultivation ; and a

number of villages, fcattered over the

plain, afforded us a profpedl more intereft-

ing, as it was long fmce we had enjoyed

fo agreeable a fcene. We arrived towards

the evening at a habitation, fituated in the

bottom
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bottom of a valley, where fome rocks an-

nounced to us a change of foil, and the

next day we got into a hilly country,

through which we travelled during the

whole morning. At noon we were obliged

to lock the four wheels of my carriage to

get it down a very narrow road, cut out of

the rock, which brought me to Badchefe-

ray. I arrived in this town early enough

to perceive all the inconveniencies to which

I Ihould, thenceforward, be obliged to fub-

mit. Mr. Fornetty, Conful of France in

Tartary, received me in a houfe occupied

by him ten years, and which was defigned

for me. This houfe was not well calcu-

lated for the increafe of inhabitants I

brought with me; an inconvenience, above

all, very fenfibly felt by my attendants.

Fatigued as they were with a long jour-

ney, the fight of this ftrange land of pro-

mife completely difcouraged them ; and I

mufl confefs, that my new dwelling could

not very wtII confole us for the nine hun-

dred and thirty leagues we had travelled to

arrive there. An open wooden ftair cafe,

the
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the fleps of which, rotted by the rain, giv-

ing way under the weight of every perfon

who mounted them, enabled the lighteft

amongft us to reach the only floor there

was ; which confilled of a hall, and two

fide rooms which ferved for falloon and

bed-chamber. The walls, formerly co-

vered with lime and hair, as well as the

floor, difcovered to us the original con-

flrudion of this building. It was doubt-

ful whether my trunks would not prove

too heavy for it ; we tried the experiment,

however, with fuccefs, and as it is necef-

fary to m.ake the befl of every thing, each

of us made choice of the fpot where we

were to reft from our fatigues.

If the fucceflive variety of objects on the

road prevents one from attending to any

thing but the difficulties to be furmounted

before the journey is at an end, that pe-

riod naturally leads one to examine the na-

ture of a fituation which is to be more per-

manent. This was our firft employment

on awaking. The time I had already paflfed

with Mr. Conftillier, who accompanied

me
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me as Secretary, made me very certain

that the fweetnefs of his difpofition, and

his patience, would get the better of every

inconvenience. I was as fortunate, like-

wife, in the choice M. de Vergennes had

made of Mr. Rufm to refide with me in

quaUty of Secretary Interpreter ; and the

intimacy which very foon took place be-

tween thefe two young men, by giving

animation to their gaiety, rendered their

fociety more agreeable to me : It was, in-

deed, the only remaining fociety I had, for

I could not flatter myfelf with the prof-

peel of deriving much advantage from a

Monk I had taken at YafTi, and two Polifh

Armenian Millionaries, any more than

from the company of Mr. Fornetty, who

was to leave me and return to Conllanti-

nople as foon as his local and official in-

formation became unneceflary to me.

My arrival was immediately announced

to the Vifir of the Kam, and this Prime

Miniiler, afluring me of the fatisfadlion

his mafler would have in feeing me as foon

as I was difpofed to have my firft audience^

fent
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fent me the eftablifhment of Tayn^ afligned

me by the Prince. This Guftom confiils

in the fupplying with neceflary provifions,

the perfon whom it is meant to gratify.

Throughout the Eaft, gifts are always the

mark of honour ; obliged, therefore, to

fubmit to this kind of diftin£tion, I tranf-

ferred my Tayn to the fubfiflence of my
little German colony ; but although this

fuccour was fufficient to furnifli it abun-

dantly, my attendants faw no means of

providing for my perfonal wants. Re-

duced to bad bread, rice, and mutton, and

fome lean poultry, we were threatened, in

fad, with very indifferent living. I could

not conceive that I fhould want either but-

ter, vegetables, or fifli, on the fined foil

in the world, and in the neighbourhood of

the fea \ but I foon underftood that celery

was cultivated as a rare plant in the Kam's

garden; that the Tartars did not know how

to make butter ; and that the inhabitants

of the fea coaft were no better mariners

than thofe on the plains, therefore I was

obliged to fubmit. My fervants, however,

at
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at length difcovered fome fpontaneous ve-

getables, which confoled us a little, and I

took meafures to get fome feeds from Con-

ftantinople, aud hired a country houfe,

where I eflablifhed my Germans, to whom

I gave fome cows ; and my new farm very

foon fupplied me with abundance of every

thing. I determined, alfo, to make my

own bread : one of my fervants became an

excellent baker ; and the pleafure of hay-

ing found out the means of obtaining it,

gave an additional reliih to our good

cheer.

I was waiting for fome prefents for the

Kam, which never arrived, before I had

my firft audience ; but the impatience of

Makfoud-Gueray, then on the throne of

the Tartars, removed every difficulty. On

the day appointed for the delivery of my

credential letters, the Mafler of the Cere-

monies waited on me with a detachment

of the guard, and fome officers appointed

to efcort me to the Palace. Our cavalcade,

half European, half Tartar, drew together

a great concourfe of people. We alighted
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in the lafl court, and the Vifir, who was

waiting for me in the veftibule of the Pa-

lace, conduced me into the audience cham-

ber, where we found the Kam feated on

the corner of a fopha. A chair was placed

oppofite to him, where I feated myfelf,

after paying my compliments to the Prince

and delivering my credentials. This firfl

ceremony, which inftalled me in my pub-

lic capacity in Tartary, was followed by

the civilities pradifed amongfl the Turks,

and by an invitation from the Kam to vifit

him frequently. I was then conducted

back to my own houfe in the fame order.

The following days were taken up in pay^

ing the neceffary minifterial vifits. I en-

deavoured alfo to form fuch connexions as

might gratify my defire of becoming ac-

quainted with the government, the man-

ners, and the cuftoms of the Tartars ; and

the Mufti, a man of abilities, of flrid ho-

nour, and capable of a flrong attachment,

was one of thofe with whom I formed the

greateft intimacy, and from whom I deriv-

ed the moil ufeful information.

After
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After attending principally to thefe ob-

jects, I thought it necelTary to endeavour,

before the winter attacked me in my hut,

to fecure myfelf againft the inclemency of

the weather, and to enlarge and repair it,

which was pretty nearly the fame thing as

to rebuild it. We were now in the month

of November, and no time was to be loft.

I drew the plan, I colleded the materials,

and fuperintendcd the work, without de-

parting from the method of building pur-

fued by the Tartars ; and I got tolerably

well lodged before the end of December,

at the expenceoffixthoufand iivres, (about

250I. fterling.) I fliall take this opportu-

nity of defcribing the ftructure of the

houfes in Crim.ea ; but thefe details, or the

architecture ofthe Tartars, will be ofmore

fervice to the lovers of oeconomy, than to

difciples of Vitruvius.

Pillars placed on the points which ter-

minate the angles, and the openings hxed

perpendicularly by an architrave which

fupports the joifts, prepares the way for the

execution of the upper part of the build-

ing.
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ing, which is formed in the fame manner
to receive the roof. The biuiding thus dif-

pofed, other pillars which are fmaller, at

a foot's diflance from each other, but per-
pendicularalfo, occupy the folds, and are
defigned to hold together the hazle lods,

which give the houfe the appearance of a
bafket; pounded earth, andcutflraw, are

then applied to this fort of hurdle, after

which a layer of lime and hair, laid on in-

ternally and externally, added to the paint-

ing of the pillars, the doors, the phnths,

and the windows, give the whole of the

building a very pleafmg appearance.

I mud add, that this manner of build-

ing has infinitely more folidity than might
be imagined from the defcription, and is

certainly more falutary than that of our
peafants houfes. I am farther convinced,
that gentlemen of eflates, who, either

from motives of intereft or benevolence,

are defirous of building houfes with the
view of increafmg and favouring the popu-

lation of their dependants, would gain in

every way by adopting this new plan of

- building,
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building, in which they would find great

ceconomy, and enable the inhabitants to

make their own repairs, which will cer-

tainly appear the mofl important advan-

tage.

Having now got a tolerable dwelling,

and in a very fhort time, it became necef-

fary for me to look out for furniture. My

fteward was the upholfterer, and I took

upon myfelf the joiner's work, and the

turnery; thefe occupations, together with

my private affairs, and my vifits to the

Kam, gave me a continual and varied em-

ployment, which filled up all my time.

Makfoud-Gueray had admitted me into

his private parties, which were compofed

of Sultan Nouradin, his nephew, a Mirza

of the Chirins f,
called Kaia-Mirza \, who

was the huiband of a Sultana, coufm-ger-

man to the Kam; of the Kadi-Leiker, and
of

t Chirln is the name of the mod dlftingulfhed fa-

mily amongft them, which compofes the pnncipal

Nobility of Tartary. We Hiall fee, in the courfe of

thefe Memoirs, that the eftabliihcd order excludes

from this clafs all the ennobled families.

I Kaia, in Tartar language, means Kock.
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of fome other Mirzas. This Prince ufed

to receive us after the prayer of fun-fet,

and keep us 'till midnight. More diffident

from fyllem than from difpofition, Mak-
foud-Gueray, eafily prepoiTelTed, recurred

with ihe fame readinefs to whatever could

reftore the tranquillity of his mind, and

render every thing agreeable about him.

With more knowledge than ufually falls

to the fhare of the Orientals, he was fond

of literature, and difcourfed on it with fa-

tisfadion. Sultan Nouradin, brought up

in Circaffia, fpoke but little, and only

talked of the CircafTians. The Kadi-Lef-

ker, on the contrary, was very loquaci-

ous, and talked of every thing ; ill inform-

ed, bur of a lively difpofition, he very fre-

quently departed from the gravity of his

fituation, to enliven our converfations.

—

Kaia-Mirza furnifhed all the news of the

day ; whilil I entertained them with thofe

of Europe, and anfwered all their trouble-

fome queilions. The etiquette of this

Court allows very few perfons to be feated

in the prefence of the Sovereign 5 the Sul-

tans
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tans have this privilege by birth, except

the children of the Prince, who, from re-

fpecl, never fit down before their father.

This privilege is granted alfo to the heads

of the law, to the Minifters of the Divan,

and thofe of foreign Courts ; but except-

ing Kaia-Mirza, who was feated in quality

of hufband of a Sultana, the other cour-

tiers flood at the foot of the fopha, and

withdrew at fupper time. This repaft was

ferved on two round tables, one of which

fpread before the Kam, was fet apart for

his Tartar Majefty, who ufually eats alone,

and never departs from that etiquette but

in favour of fome Sultan diftinguifhed by

his age, or who is himfelf a Sovereign.

The fecond table, prepared in the fame

room, is for the perfons whom the Kam
admits to fupper. I eat at this table with

the Kadi-Lefker, and Kaia-Mirza. Mak-

foud Gueray always amufed himfelf with

encouraging the little differences of opini-

on which arofe daily between the Judge

and me, and in which this Magiflrate ap-

peared lefs anxions about the accuracy of

his
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his reafoning, than the amufement of his

mafter. Our fituations were fo different,

that it was impoflible to difpute his favour

by the fame means ; but I did not neglect

thofe which I thought might pleafe the

Prince. I had remarked that he was fond

of fire-works, and the ignorance of his ar-

tificers was ill calculated to gratify his tafte.

I got ready the implements, prepared the

materials, and inflructed my attendants

;

and when I thought myfelf capable of ful-

filling my objecl, I afked permilTion of the

Kam to exhibit a fire-work on his birth-

day. Accullomed as he had been to fee

nothing but fmoaky gerbs, bad crackers,

and fmall rockets, badly filled, and ill

dire6led, the fuccefs of my exhibition was

complete.

I had forefeen that the Kam, after

politely thanking me for the faltpetre I had

been burnings would politely complain of

the ihortnefs of the entertainment ; and I

had prepared, by way of anfwer, fome

eledrical experiments, which I offered to

exhibit as a little chamber fire-work, to

fill



BARON DE TOTT. 95

fill up the remainder of the evenmg. The
firft efFci^s of this phenomenon excited

fuch aflonifhment, that I had fome diffi-

culty in deflroying the opinion of magic I

faw arifmg in their minds, and which was

gradually increafed by every freili experi-

ment. The Kam, however, had the air

of comprehending me, and was himfelf

defirous of being eledrihed. I gave him

the flroke very moderately, but I handled

the courtiers in fuch a manner as to obtain

the Prince's approbation.

The whole town refounded the next day

with the prodigies I had performed ; and

I was obliged, on the following days, to

fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who had not

been prefent with the Kam at the firfl ex-

perimxcnts. Several perfons fucceffively

applied to me to repeat them upon them

and their friends, and I fent every body

away equally full of amazement. Nothing

was talked of but ele(Slricity, and the num-

ber of the curious continually increafed.

—

I began, however, to be tired of the in-

conveniencies of this celebrity, and was

com-
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complaining of it one evening to Mr. Ruf-

fin, who was as tired of it as myfelf, when

we faw upwards of twenty lanthorns ap-

pearing in a row. I immediately fent Mr.

RufEn to inquire of this troop the motive

of their vifit ; to whom their fpokefmen

addrelTed the following difcourfe :
—

" We
are, Sir, Circaflian Mirzas, hoftages with

the Kam ; we have heard of the miracles

performed by your Bey § , at his pleafure
;

miracles, of which no perfon before has

ever had an idea, fmce the birth of the

Prophet, and which will never be known

to man after his death ; befeech him to per-

mit us to be witnefles to them, that we

may one day teftify them in our country
;

and that Circafiia, deprived of this phoeno-

menoii, may, at lead, be able to record the

memory of it in her annals."

The gravity with which Mr. Ruffin de-

livered this harangue, preferved all its ri-

dicule.

§ Bey ;— the title given to perfons o^ diftinction,

and is equivalent to that of Signeur, ot Lord, and h
ufed alio for a Prince j as Bey of Wallachia, Bey of

Moldavia.
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dicule. I made my new guefts mount into

the faloon, where ranging them in a femi-

circle, with all the refped, and all the af-

fedation of my (lie devotion, the Circaflian

orator addrefled the fame compliment to

me which he had done to my interpreter.

I liftened to his harangue with all the fo-

lemnity I was mailer of, and in my turn,

complimented all Circaflia ; after which,

I difpofed myfelf to imprefs flrongly on

their minds the remembrance ofekdricity,

whilll Mr. Ruffin, offering them the ufual

civilities, amufed hirafelf with heighten-

ing thofe ideas of the marvellous exploits

which had procured me their company.

It is eafy to imagine, that in this difpo-

fition, I had no difficulty in felecling my
vidims ; each fpedator would be eledri-

fied in his turn ; and thefe poor creatures,

whom I fometimes pitied, gave a laugh of

fatisfadtion, in fuffering martyrdom, and

I (was obliged to give my Circaflians fome

of the rudefl Ihocks, before I had the good

fortune to difmifs them fully fatisfied ; but

they were the laft whom I eledrified, and

Vol. 11. F lendea-
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I endeavoured to procure myfelf fome lefs

brilliant, but more ufeful amufement. My
uniform, wriich I always wore, threatened

to fall in pieces, and I tried to be my own

taylor. I had alfo the fancy to equip a

handfome Arabian horfe in the French

manner. I could not break him with a

Tartar faddle, the fhape of it raifmg the

rider too far from the horfe. This was

no fmall undertaking, for I had to begin

with making the implements. I prepared

the faddle-bow, difpofed all the parts, and

at length completed a faddle of crimfon

velvet, with houfmg, and trapping well

forted. I made ufe of it the firfl time I

rode out with the Kam. This Prince had

the condefcenfion to admit me to be of all

his parties, and I was happy to give him

fome idea of our manner of riding.—-

The Tartars know no other principle of

equitation than firmnefs in the feat, and

that firmnefs is carried even to roughnefs,

fo that the fupplenefs of the motions of

my Arabian horfe aftonifhed the whole

court. The Prince's firft Equerry was de-

firous
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firous of trying him, but fcarce had he got

allride a bare faddle, before he was obUged

to recover his equilibrium, by thrufting in

his heels. My horfe, not accuftomed to

the manoeuvres of fuch a cavalier, would

foon have got rid of him, had not his fer-

vants run to his afTiflance, and prevented

the cataftrophe.

The Kam Invited me alfo to his parties

of hawking and greyhound courfmg, which

were very frequent. He was attended by

five or fix hundred horfemen, and In this

mannerweranged the neighbouring plains,

where the abundance of game, joined to

the vanity of the fportfmen, rendered thefe

parties very lively. Makfoud-Gueray was

particularly fond of hawking ; his birds

w^ere perfectly well trained, and he wanted

nothing but good dogs to flart the game.

I had brought one with me from France,

of remarkable beauty, but he was fo ca-

reffed, fo fpoiled, fo wilful, that I never

took him out with me, the very circuni-

ftance that made them think him of great

value. The courtiers fpoke ofhim to the

F 2 Prince,
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Prince, who expreflfed to me his defire of

having him, and even reproached me widi

a fort of affeclation for having concealed

him. In vain did I afliire him that my dog

was ill trained, that he would certainly

throw himfelf upon the birds, and that

fome difagreeable circumflances would

happen ; he took all this for an exeufe, and

I was obliged to give way to his fancy,

which he very foon had reafon to repent of.

I immediately fentfor my dog ; he arrived,

and began to pay his court very familiarly.

There was a bafon of water in the middle

of the apartment ; Diamond wafhes him-

felf in it, jumps on thefopha to carefs me,

and taking the laugh of the Kam for a

friendly invitation, leaps brilkly upon

him, overthrowing, as he paiTes, every

thing in his way. In the firfl moments of

favour, it is permitted to err with impu-

nity ; Diamond^ therefore, given into the

care of a page, from that evening he had

free quarters, and a grand hawking party

was ordered for the next day. Nothing

was talked of the whole evening but the

talents
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talents of the new favourite ; as for my
part, I fpoke of nothing but his vivacity

and frowardnefs ; every thing about him,

however, was found charming, and the

Kam was fo impatient to fee Diamond in

adion, that he gave us the rendezvous for

an earher hour than ufual next morning.:

On arrival, I perceived the hero of the en-

tertainment, led by his page, furrounded:

by fpedators, and not knov/ing what they

were going to dowith him ; they were wait-

ing for me, to give him his liberty. I had

hardly loofed him before the cavahy put

themfelves in motion, to open to the right

and left of the Kam, near whofe pcrfon I

was. Diamond^ terrified at firfl, was only

afraid ofbeing crufhed. A quail, however,

rifes before him ; one of the Kam's faul-

cons is flov;n at the game ; he comes up

with and flrikes his prey, and continues

his flight to fome diftance, where a faul-

coner, full fpeed, rides up to take him.

Diamond alfo fets off,—a double prey ani-

mated his ambition ; and had not they

thrown a hammer at him, to make him

quit
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quit his hold, my prediction would have

been accomplifhed ; but the dog and the

faulcon being both frightened, took differ-

ent ways home, and the Kam was let oiF

for the apprehenfion of lofnig his bird.

My pofition with refpecl to Makfoud-

Gueray, and his Minifters, with the man-

ner in which I hr.d fucceeded in arranging

my new eftabliihment, rendered my flay

at Ba^lchcferay, fupportable. I was parti-

cularly intimate with Kaia Mirza, of the

family of the Chirins, accounted the firfl

nobility of the Tartars : he had man'ied a

Princefs of the blood, who filled the place

of Olou-Kane, Governefs of the Crimea ;

and this Sultana, willing to give me a mark

of her favour, font me, by the intendant

of her houfhold, aprefent of a night-fhirt,

richly embroidered, and every thing be-

longing to the mofl complete and magni-

ficent defhabille. The myftery with which

this mifTion was accompanied, might have

given me fome uneafmefs ; in fa6l, the

Princefs was feventy years old ; but I was

foon made eafy on that head. I was in-

formed
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formed that prefents of this kind are never

made by a Sultana, but to one of her rela-

tions, and I gave way, without fear, to

all my gratitude. The Princefs had fome

intereft with Makfoud-Gueray, but her

credit would probably have proved infuffi-

cient to preferve one of her.favourites from

the avarice of that Prince.

YacoubAga, Governor and Grand Maf-

ter of the cuflom-houfe of Balta, v»^as on

the point of falling a vidim to it. Dilpof-

felfed of his employment^ defpoiied of his

fortune, and chained in prifon, he was in

danger of lofmg his head, notwithflanding

the zeal of his protedrefs. It appeared to

me very important to endeavour to fave, and

re-eftablifh this man, with whom France

had ahvays great reafon to be contented.

The Miniftcrs feconded me ; the Mufti af-

fiiled us with ardour, as well as the Sulta-

na ; Yacoub Aga quitted his chains to

refumehis ancient dignity, and the means

of again laying the foundation of his for-

tune, which the Kam would not reflore

him. But if this Prince may jufily be re-

proached
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proached with this inflance of avidity, it

mud be owned that he vigoroufly fupport-

ed good order, without adopting the fana-

tical and fuperflitious principle* which

lead the Turks to deviate fo often from it.

The Have of a Jew has murdered his mailer

in his vineyard ; the complaint is made by

the neareft relations. The murderer is ap-

prehended, and, previous to his trial, fome

zealous Mahometans prevail on him to be-

come a Turk, in hopes of obtaining for

iiim a pardon. The converfion of the

criminal was oppofed to the fentence of

death pronounced by the Kam : it is proper

to obferve, that by the Tartar law the cri-

minal muft perlfh by the hand of the in-

jured perfon, or by his heirs. It was obje£i:-

ed then, but in vain, that a Turk could not

be delivered up to the Jews. *' I would de-

liver up my brother to them,*' replied the

Kam, " if he was guilty ; I leave Provi-

dence to reward his converfion, if it be fm-

cere ; it is my duty to do juflice.'* The

intrigues of the devoted MulTuImen fuc-

ceeded, however, in deferring the execu«

tion
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tion until Friday afternoon, in order to

render that law favourable to the profe-

lyte, which obliges the injured party to

execute the fentence in four and twenty

hours, andthelaw compelling the Jewis to

fhut themfelves up for their fabbath at fun

fet. The murderer, however, loaded with

chains, wa^ conducted to the butt appro-

priated to this fort of execution; but a new

obftacle prefented itfelf. The Jews muft

not fhed blood; a public, crier is fent

through the town to offer a confiderable

fum to any Jew who will lend his hand,

audit v/as amongft the mod wretched of all

people that this refearch was fruitlefs. This

new incident was reported to the tribunal

of the Kam, and the bigots expected to de-

rive great advantage from it, but they were

deceived in their expeftations. Makfoud-

Gueray permitted the Jev/s io execute the

criminal according to the law of the old

Teftament, and the fcene terminated by

(toning him to death.

The Turkifh law, of which I have for-

merly fpoken, that which delivers over the

F 5 criminal
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criminal into the hands of the injured

party, is founded on the Goran, which

grants to the neareft relation of the de-

ceafed, the right of difpofmg of the mur-

derer's blood. We have i^een that in Tur-

key, the party complaining q//i/is at the

puniflnnent j the Tartar law, more literal,

obliges them to carry it into execution. I

fhall further obferve, that amongfl the

Turks, where the executioner does not give

the blow until the fum offered by the cri-

minal be refufed, there are indances where

the wife has fold the blood of her hufband.

In Tartary, on the contrary, the wife,

who is to plunge the knife with her own

hand into the criminal, never fuffersherfelf

to be tempted by any offer ; and the law

which commits her vengeance to herfelf,

renders her inaccefTible to every other fen-

timent. One of the Prince's officers,

with his arm uplifted, carrying a filver

nxe, precedes the criminal, condud:s him

to the place of punifliment^ and aflifts at

the execution.

There
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There is no country where crimes are

lefs frequent than in Tartary. The plains,

where malefadors might eafily efcape, af-

ford very few objeds of cupidity; and the

peninfula of the Crimea, where there are

more temptations, being daily fhut, leaves

no hope of efcaping from pvmifhment. For

this reafon no precautions are taken for the

fecurity of the capital, in which there are

no guards but thofe of the fovereign. The

Palace he inhabits, formerly built entirely

in the Chinefe, but repaired in the Turkifli

fafhion, ftill retains fome of the beauties

of its former (lile of conftrudion. It is

placed at one of the extremities of the

town, and is furrounded by very high

rocks, from whence flows an abundance

of ftreams, which are conveyed into the

kioflcs and gardens in a moft delightful

manner. This fituation, however, which

looks on nothing but barren rocks, obliges

the Kam very frequently to walk upon the

heights, to enjoy the beauties of the mod
variegated profpect,

I have
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I have faid that the plains of the No-

guais, which extend along the continent

of the Crimea, are nearly on a level with

the fea, and that the iflhmus forms another

level plain, thirty or forty feet higher*

This upper plain occupies the northern

half cf the peninfula, and afterwards the

face of the country thick-fet with rocks,

and full of mountains running from weft

to eaft, terminate in the pyramid of Tcha-

dir-Dagu:^ the hill of the tent. This

mountain, which is too near the fea for its

bafe to add much to its elevation in the at-

mofphere, can only be clafled amongft the

mountains of the fecond order; but if we

cad an eye on the map of our hemifphere,

it isimpollible not to perceive that Tchadir-^

Dogii^ forms a part of that chain which

conneds the Alps with Mount Caucafus.

In fad, we fee that the branch of the Ap-

penines which crofTes Europe from weft ta

caft, feparating Germany from Italy, Po-

land from Hungary, and Wallachia from

ancient Thrace, after plunging into the

Black Sea, re-appears in the fame diredion^

on
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on the fouthernpart of the Crimea, fcarce-

iy leaving a paflage for the communication

of the feas of Sabache, and the Pont-

Euxine, and continues as far as the Caf-

pian Sea, under the name of Caucafus,

once more to re-appear under that of Thi»

bet, and to ftretch to the very eaftern ex-

tremities of Afia.

The continued feries of thefe mountains

too, is as evident, and as clearly demon-

ftrated by all the details we have refped-

ing their appearance, their flrufture, their

folTil productions, and the minerals they

contain.

The firft obfervation which prefents it-

felf in the Crimea, is the uniformity of a

bed of rocks vv^hich crowns the top of all

the mountains on the fame level. Thefe

rocks, very (harp pointed, and of more or

lefs thicknefs, offer the mod indifputable

traces of the operation of the waters ; one

diftinguifhes throughout them an exadl re-

femblance to thofe which are at prefent ex-

pofed to the efforts of the fea, and are alfo

ftrewed with apparently fofTil oyflers, but

fo
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fo faftened, that they cannot be procured

without loofening them with a chifel. It

is obfervable, likewife, that the livingr

oyfter^ of thefe folTils, which are of the

largefl kind, is not known in the feas of

the Levant. I fhall add, that there are at

prefent no oyfters on the northern coafl of

the Black Sea, and that on the fouthern

part there is only the fmall kind.

Amongft the foflils adhering to the rocks

is found alfo the fea urchin, the living

animal of which is peculiar to the Red Sea.

The vallies which furrow that part of the

Crimea, contain very great beds of uni-

valve folTils, almoft all of the genus of

the Chinefe bonnet. Thefe folTils differ,

however, from thofe we find in the Me-

diterranean, by a thicker fliell, lefs hollow-

ed, and covered with circular flripes ; in

fome valleys they are in fuch quantities,

as to choke all vegetation \ thefe fhells are

there mixed with fragments of a foft fandy

ftone, imprintedwith leaves, and branches,

the principal bed of which lies in the bot.

torn of the ravines.

The
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The level of the beds of rocks which 1

have afcertained from one mountain to

the other, with the level of the fea, proves

that they are all equally horizontal. I

have always given the mod fcrupulous at-

tention to my refearches into a fubjed: as

new, as it is interefting ; and I have difco-

vered no exception to this uniformity ^.

The map of the upper parts of the Cri-

mea, taken from the level of thefe beds of

rock, would exhibit nothing but an archi-

pelago, a heap of iflands, more or lefs ele-

vated, at a fmall diftance from each other,

and always to the weft of Caucafus, but

very diftant from the lands, which at that

epocha might form the continent towards

the

* When hiiinan knowledge /hall have penetrated

into the principles of the revolutions of the globe, the

obfervations I now report of the immutability of the

foil of the Crimea, will become more important : it

v/ill pTOve that the caufes of the great convulfion have

had no eifeS. on that peninfula. Earthquakes, which

are fcarcely known there, can never have been cen-

tral, the fummit of the rocks is ftill covered with

a vegetable ear^h, and the higheft mountains fhew

no marks of craters, nor the leaft veftiges of lava.
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the north ; and it is only towards the Little

Don, that the earth begins to rife to the

fame level.

Such refearches into primitive geogra-

phy, by aflifting the progrefs of human

knowledge, might throw a new light on a

fubje^l which has long been occupied by

the fpirit of fyftem. The philofophers

who are curious to know the original afpe6t

of the globe, may difcover it by following

the level of thofe features which are every

where the moil diflindlly marked. The

loftiefl mountains will prefent to them le-

vels which had been firft abandoned by

the waters ; but, limited in thefe Memoirs

to the fmiple narrative of the prefent ap-

pearance of the countries I have pafTed

through, and of the charadler of their in-

habitants, I fhall only add to what I have

faid on this fubjecl, the anfwer of a Tartar.

I Vv^as walking with this man in one of the

defiles, adjoining that in Vv^hich Ba(5tche-

feray is fituated. I obferved there an iron

ring, placed on the top of an inaccefTible

rock, which crowned and terminated the

bottom

I
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bottom of this defile. I afked my Tartar

the ufe of this ring :
" I imagine/' re-

plied he coolly, " that it ferved formerly to

faflen veflels to, Avhen the fea, bathing

thefe rocks, formed a harbour in this val-

ley." I was confounded with this anfwer,

and could not help admiring the genius

which, with no other guide than the daily

comparifon of the banks of the fea, in their

prefent flate, with the antient traces of its

w^aters remaining on the mountains, could

elevate itfelf to the folution of the problem*

The ancient Greeks, and ancient Romans

too, had opportunities ofadmiring themoft

fublime moral philofophy of the Scvthians
j

but the vaft idea of the revolutions of our

globe is more aftoniihing, undoubtedly, in

II Tartar, and his unaiFeded fimplicity Hill

further increafed my admiration. We
may judge from him that his countrymen

interell themfelves very little in the monu-

ments which atteft the different ages of

nature. 'J'hey neglecl alfo to avail them-

felves of her labours, by working the

mines of Tchadir-Dague. The Genoefe,

better
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better informed, and certainly more co-

vetous, had begun to extrad the gold,

which is found in abundance in that moun-

tain. It may alfo be prefumed that the

Kamwould not have remained infenfible to

the acquifition of thefe riches, had not the

fear of exciting the avidity of the Porte led

him to prefer inadivity to a labour, of

which that government would have reaped

the benefit. Nor was the danger of feeing

thefe riches carried to Conflantinople, the

only one to which the Kam of the Tartars

v/ould have been expofed, in working this

gold mine ; by neceflarily introducing

perfons employed in the mint to dired

the works, he mufl liave introduced the

fcourge of prohibition into the Crimea,

and the Tartar fovereigns humanely fa-

crifice their intereft in this particular, to

the public tranquillity. There is certainly

fome glory in being poor at this price.

Accuftomedtoan exiflence, the pleafures

of which arife more from the richncfs of

the foil, than from that pride which im-

prifons itfelf under gilded roofs, the Tar-

tars
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tars make an article of luxury of the very

air they breathe ; and this firft want of all

beings is fully gratified by the beauty of

the chmate.

The meteors which one obferves in the

flvy of the Crimea, at all feafons, and the

whitenefs of the Aurora Borealis^ which

are pretty frequent there, furnifh certain

proofs of the purity of the atmofphere.

We may attribute this ethereal quality, if

I may be allowed the exprefTion, to the

immenfe dry plains to the northward of

this country, and to the neighbourhood of

Mount Caucafus, whofe fummits attract,

and abforb all the vapours arifmg to the

weftward.

Regular feafons, gradually fucceeding

each other, unite with the excellence of

the foil, to favour the mod luxuriant ve-

getation. It confifts of a black virgin

mould, mixed with fand, the bed of which

extends from Leopold in the Red Ruflia,

to this peninfula. The heat of the fun

brings to perfedion all forts of grain with

very little labour on the part of the culti-

vaton
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vator. This labour confifls, in fad, in fur-

rowing the land intended to be fowTi. Me-
lon feeds and aubergine

I, peas and beans,
mixed together in a bag, are fcattered by a
man following the plough ; theydo not take
the pains to cover the feeds, but leave that
to be done by the rains, and the field is

quitted until the time of the different

crops, when they have nothing left to do
but to clear them from the confufion oc-
cafioned by this manner of fowino-.

'

Amonglt the number of fpontaneous

produdions which cover the furface of the

Crimea, afparagus, walnuts, and filberts,

are remarkable from their fize. There is

likewife an aflonifliing quantity of flowers,

\vhole fields, covered with tulips of the

fmall fpecies, form, from the variety of
their colours, the moft pleafing piaure.
The manner in which the vine is culti-

vated in the Crimea, is not calculated to

improve the quality of the grape. One
fees, with regret, that the moil beautiful

I Very common in France^ ; le feir.bling, if not the
fame as cur egg plant, prcduccc' ir. hot houfes, &c.

expofures
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cxpofures in the world cannot prevail on

the inhabitants to prefer thofe fituations to

the valleys ; the vines are planted there in

holes of eight or ten feet diameter, by four

or five feet deep. The branches of the

vine are fupported on the edges of thefe

holes, covering the whole orifice with the

leaves, under which hang the grapes ; de-

prived by this means of the fun, but abun-

dantly nourifhed by a foil always moifl,

anxl fometimes drowned with the rain wa-

ters which collect there. They (trip off

.the leaves a month before the vintage, after

which they cut the vines clofe to the

ground ; and the vineyard, under water

during the winter by the overflowing of

the rivulets, is covered with all forts of

aquatic birds.

The mod remarkable of the different

fpecies of thefe birds which abound in

the Crimea, is a fort of wild goofe, longer

legged than ours, with feathers of a lively

brick colour. The Tartars pretend that

the flefh of this animal is very dangerous

;

I was
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I was defirous, however, of lading It, and

found no bad effects from the experiment.

There is no country where there are

more quails than in the Crimea ; and thefe

birds fpread over the whole country during

the fummer, flock together at the ap-

proach of autumn, to crofs over to the

fouthern fliore of the Black Sea, from

whence they pafs into a warmer climate.

The order of their emigration is invariable.

Towards the end of Augufl, the quails

which are collected together in the Crimea,

make choice of one of thofe ferene days,

when the northerly wind blowing at fun-

fet, promifes a fine night ; they colled on

the beach, begin their flight together, at

fix or feven in the evening, and complete

their paflage of fifty leagues by day-break,

where the nets fpread on the oppofite fhore,

and the fportfmen lying in wait, enfnare

the emigrants.

The vafl plenty of waters in the Crimea,

do not form there any remarkable river,

and the proximity of the fhoi;e attracts eve-

ry rivulet to the fea. The greatefl: heats

never
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never dry up the fprings, and the inhabi-

tants find in every hollow the mod delici-

ous water, which by running alternately

through agreeable meadows, and falling

atoongfl rocks, is beautifully limpid. The
Italian poplar is fond of growing near it

;

and the quantity of thofe trees might make

them to be looked upon as natives of the

Crimea, did not the eftablilhments of the

Genoefe point out from whence they have

been tranfplanted.

That nation, which long governed by

its induflry, had extended its commerce

and its conquefts even into the Tauric

Cherfonefus, where the defcendants of the

famous Gengis-Kanwere compelled to fub-

mit to the opprefTion of thefe merchants,

until the reign of Mahomet the Second,

who only freed the Tanars from the ty-

ranny of the Genoefe, to fubftitute as hea-

vy, perhaps, but certainly not fo humili-

ating a yoke.

The traveller dill fees in the Crimea,

the remains of thofe chains which bound

the Tartars, and kept them in fubjedion

to
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to the Genoefe. Thefe monuments of

their tyranny, attefl at once the fear and

uneafmefs of the tyrants. It is only on the

fleepeft rocks that we find the traces of

their ancient habitations. The rock itfelf,

which ferves as a foundation for thefe

rirong caftles, is hollowed all round, and

dill exhibits the plan of their dwellings.

Their flables are flill to be feen, and the

mangers cut out of the rock. The great-

eft part of thefe hollow ways communicate

with each other, and fome of them with

the upper town, by fubterraneous palTages,

the avenues to which are ftill open. I

found in the middle of a pretty large hall,

a fquare bafon of ten feet diameter, by feven

feet deep, filled at this day with human

bones. I fhall hazard no conjedure on

this circumftance, but content myfelf with

relating what may ftill be feen, fmce thefe

ruins are only at two leagues diftance from

Baftcheferay. Several of thefe retreats,

cut out of the rock, are to be feen in the

Crimea, and always on mountains difficult

of accefs j it may be prefumed, that they

ferved
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ferved as an afylum for the flocks of the

Genoefe, which fed on the plains in the

day time, and were fhut up by them du-

ring the night.

The fteepeft places have been at all times

the afylum of liberty, or the haunt of ty-

rants ; rocks are, in fad, the fituations

the mofl capable of diflipating the fears

which aflail alike the oppreflbr and op-

preifed.

It is probable that the town of Caffa,

which is fliil the centre of the commerce

of the Crimea, had the fame pre-eminence

in the time of the Genoefe ; but on confi-

dering the beauty of the Port of Baluk-

lavay and fome ruins of ancient buildings,

one is led to imagine that they had not ne-

glected to make ufe of it. This harbour

is fituated on the mofl foutherly part of

the Crimea ; the two promontories which

form the entrance, are the firil land which

appears to the north- call: of the Thraciaa

Bofphorus. This port, befides its proxi-

mity, extent, and fecurity, is in the neigh-

bourhood of forefts, which might furnifli

Vol. II. G fhip
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ihip limber. At prefent totally abandon-

ed, the port of Baluk-lava preferves no-

thing but the traces of its ancient impor-

tance, as we have ahxady feen, that the

tombs {till vifible at Krim, the ancient ca-

pital of the peninfula, are the only marks

of a town which v/as formerly of fome

confideration.

There are few towns in the Crimea

worthy of being mentioned. Guez-leve

merits however to be fpoken of, on ac-

coimt of its harbour, on the wcftern fide

of the peninfula, and Acmedchid^ the re-

fidence of the Galga Sultan
f.

After running over the principal objefts

conneded with the natural hiftory of the

Crimea, let us call a more attentive eye on

the political fituation of the Tartars, and

on tlie principles of their government.

The countries comprized under the

name of Little Tartary, are the peninfula

of Crimea, the Cuban, a part of Circaflia^

and all that territory which feparates the

Ruffian empire from the Black Sea. This

t We il-iiill r.c further what this dignity Is.

zone.
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zone, from Moldavia to near Taganrog,

fituated between the 46th and 44th de-

grees of latitude, is 30 or 40 leagues broad,

by near 200 long. It contains from Eafl

to well, the Yetitche Koule, the Dgam-

boylouk, the YedefTan, and Bafs-Arabia.

The latter province, called at prefent the

Boudjak, is inhabited by Tartars fettled in

villages, as well asthofe of the peninfula,

but the inhabitants of the three other pro-

vinces have only tents made of felt,

which they remove at pleafure.

Thefe people called Noguais, and who

are fuppofed to be wandering tribes, are

fettled however in the vallies which inter-

fe6l: the plains they inhabit from North to

South ; and their tents ranged along

them in one line, form a kind of villages

from 30 to ^^ leagues in length, which

diflinguifh the different hords.

It is natural to imagine that the rural

and frugal way of life of this pafloral peo-

ple, is more favourable to population than

amongft polifhed nations, v/here multi-

plied wants, and excefs of luxury, radi-

G 2 cally
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cally deflroy it. It is obferved, in fad,

that the population is already lefs confide-

rable, even under the roofs of the Crimea,

and the Boudjak, than under the tents of

the Noguais; but there is no other method

of computing the number of the people

than by the appearance of the mili-

tary force the Kam is able to bring into

the field. We Ihall fee this Prince very

foon levy three armies at the fame time ;

that which he commands in perfon of

IOC,GOO men, that of his Calga of

60,000, and that of his Nouradin of

40,000. He might have raifed double the

number, v^ithout prejudice to the neceflary

labour ; and if we confider the number of

foldiers, and the furface of the Tartariaji

ftates, we may form fome comparifoa

between their population and ours.

The mod certain method of eilimating

the power of thefe nations, is by feeing

them a£t in armies. But it is well to be-

gin by attending to the nature of their for-

ces, and the means of coUeding them.

—

Thefe means arc conneded with the go-

vernment,
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vernment, and the origin of all govern-

ment, forms an effential partof hiftory.

That of the Tartars, in particular, pre-

fents the image of a vaft ocean, with the

extent of which we never can become ac-

quainted, but by following the courfe of

the furrounding coafts. The annals of

this people are to be found no where but

amongd fuch nations as have had the mis-

fortune to be near them, and v^hich they

have fucceffively over-run, Thefe very

nations, however, who have written very

little, or not at all, on the fubjeft, leave

fcarcely any materials for* hiilory beyond

conjecture ; but fuch as they are, on com-

paring them with the annals of ail people,

we are compelled to admit, that the Tar-

tars, above other nations, have the beil

afcertained claims to antiquity.

Without pretending to a profound in-

quiry into the great quePtion which occu-

pies the men of letters at this day, that of

the true ntuation of the idand of the At-

lantes, I fhall only obfcrve, on the plat-

form of I'artary, which prolongs to

the
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the north the chain of niountams of

Caucafus and Thibet. As for the lile of

Corea, judging from the courfe of the

waters, which from the centre of Afia

empty themfelves to the fouthward and
northward of that part of the globe, it

forms the moil elevated portion of thofe

lands which feparate the feas of India

from Kamflchatka. This obfervatlon a-

lone feems to render it certain, that this

country, poileiTed at prefent by the Tar-

tars, mult have been the firH difcovered

land in Afia, and the earlieft inhabited
;

the fource of that population which firfl

lent forih thofe fwarms which, conftantly

driven back by the wall of China, and

the defiles of Thibet and of Caucafus, fell

upon the northern parts of Afia, and

overflowed our Europe, under the name

of Goths, Oflrogoths, and Vifigoths.

Befides thefe geographical obfervations,

this hypothecs is IHU further fupported

by the Tartar tradition, communicated to

me by Krim-Gueray. We {hall foon fee

this Prince on the throne, and have rea-

fon
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fen to admire his courage, his infonna-

tion, his philofophy, and death.

It v/ouid be difficult to extracl any tliin;^

fure and well afcertained, from the annals

of the Tartars, prior to Jengis-Kam ; bur.

\7e know that this Prince, eledled Grand

Kam, by the Kanis of the diilerent tribes,

was only chofen to be the King ofJCings,

becaufe he was the mofi: powerful amongfl

them. We know, likev/ife, that at this

period Jengis-Kani conceived and carried

into execution the projeds of invafion on

which he founded the greatcfl empire re-

corded in hidory. The emigrations fubfe-

Gucnt to this conqueror, and which aavc

covered the conquered countries, prove alfo

the degree of population necedary tofuppiy

thefe overflowings; and all thefe circum-

ftances combined, carry back the origin of

this family to the remoteil periods of time.

An uninterrupted fucceiTion has conti-

nued to our days ; this dynafiy of Princes

of the Jengis-Kam race, as well as the feu-

dal government, which flill prevails in

Tartary, amongft them, are flill to be

found the hrd laws by which we v/ere go-

verned

—
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verned—the fame prejudices which pre-

vailed among ft us ; and if we combine

thefe refemblances with the emigrators of

this ancient people towards the north, and

thofe of the north towards us, we fhall

have no elifficulty, perhaps, in acknow-

ledging the fource of our moil ancient

cuftoms.

After the Sovereign family, the next in

rank are the families of Chirin, of Man-

four, of Sedjoud, of Argifin, and of Ba-

roun. The family of Jengis-Kam furnifh

the Lords Paramount, and the five others

the five great vaflals of the empire.

Thofe who are called Beys, are always

reprefented by the eld eft of each family
;

and this is invariable. Thefe ancient Mir-

z is, whofe ftock is placed by the Tartar

annals amongft the companions of Jengis-

Kam, form, in the above gradation, the

great nobility of the country : they can

never be confounded with the ennobled

families. The latter, united under the de-

nomination of a Mirza Capikoiily^ that is

to fay, Mirza, Have of the Prince, have

neverthelcfs, a Bey who reprefents

them.



BARON DE TOTT. 1 29

them, and the rights of the great vaf-

falage, that of fitting in the aflembly of

the ftates. Amongil the Mirzas Capi-

kouly^ the family of Koudalak, diflin-

guillied by the ancient date of its creati-

on, enjoys the exclufive right of furnifh-

ing from the eldeit of its members, the

reprefentatives of all the ennobled families;

and thefe fix Beys, joined to the Lord Pa-

ramount, form the Senate, the Seledt

Court, the Supreme power of the Tartars.

Thefe aflemblies are never convoked but

on extraordinary occafions, to prevent the

Kam, who has the privilege of calling to-

gether the grand vaffals, from taking ad-

vantage of their abfence, to extend his au-

thority beyond the bounds of the feudal

fyilem : the Bey of the Chirins conftantly

reprefents the other Beys ; and this Chief

of the Tartar nobility, as well as the So-

vereign, has his Calga, his Nouradin, his

Miniflers, and the right of calling together

the affembly of the Beys, fhould this con-

vocation, negleded by the Kam, become

neceifary to counteradl even his defigns.

G 5 The



130 MEMOIRS OF THE

The pod of Calga of the Chirins, is al-

ways held by the eldeft of the family, af-

ter the Bey ; this chief, therefore, has

always his fuccelTor near him, and this

counterpoife of the Sovereign's power is

always in a6lion.

The fame conllitution which combines

all its forces againfl the attempts of def-

potifm, is equally jealous of the fecurity

and liability of the lawful pov/er of the

Sovereign. The great Tartar valTals ap-

pear, in fad, to have no other connedion

with the government, than as columns to

the edifice which they fupport, without

being able to fhake it. There is no exam-

ple amongfl this people of fuch trouble as

agitated France, during the whole period

of the exiftence of the feudal fyflem. The

Tartar government, ftill in its purity,

leaves no opening for ambition. In France

men were born great vaflals, in Tartary

they have hardly time to be fo.

It is probable that the fame order was

formerly eftablifhed in the Sovereign's fa-

mily, and that the Kam of the Tartars was

always
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always the elded member of that family

;

but whatever was the order of fuccelTion

before the arrival of the Genoefc in the

Crimea, at that asra, we plainly difcover

tyranny countenancing intrigues ; three

Kams eledled at a time, and Mingli-Gue-

ray, who had the bed founded pretenfions.,

was kept a prifoner at Mancoup.

Mahomet the Second had jud complet*

ed the conqued of Condantinople, and ex-

pelled the Genoefe : he then flew to drive

them likewife from the Crimea, and to

refcue Mingli-Gueray from their hands ;

but he did not rc-edablilh him on the

throne, before he concluded a treaty vv^itb

that Prince, which gave to the Porte his

nomxination, and that of his fuccefTors. A
great part of Romelia was given as a de«

pendency to the Jengis-Kam Princes, rich

fuccefiions were accepted as a price for the

liberty of the Tartar Sultans, and the gua^

ranty of their fubmiflion ; and each Prince

of the reigning family, from that indant,

formed hopes of attaining the throne by

his intrigues at Condantinople.

Notwilh'
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Notwithflanding the precaution of Ma-

homet the Second, conqueror of the Ge-

Tioefe in Tartary, to infure the execution

of his treaty with Mingli-Gueray, it is

certain that the contraded parties could

not really {lipulate any thing, but in vir-

tue of their refpeclive rights ; that thofe

of the Tartar Republic could not be com-

promifed, and that the depofmg of the

Lord Paramount of the Tartars, afcribed

to the Grand Signior, could convey no

legal prejudice to the independence of the

nation. The Jus ptiblicwn^ therefore, the

public right of the Tartars, has been

overlooked, or miftaken by other powers,

when they have taken upon them to pro-

nounce the independence of this nation. To

declare a nation free, which has never

ceafed to be fo, is the firft ad of its fub-

jedion.

The political methods adopted in the

Crimea to maintain a perfed equilibrium

between the great vaflals and the Para-

mount, rendered it neceffary that the dif-

tribution of lands fliould be fuch as to en-

furc
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fure its duration. But this partition itfelf

muft partake of the different modes of

living of the inhabitants.

The lands of the Crimea, and of Bafs-

Arabia, are divided into noble fields, royal

domains, and lands held by foccage. The

firfl, which are all hereditary, do not hold

even of the crown, and pay no quit rent.

Thofe of the domain are partly annexed to

certain offices by way of falary ; the fur-

plus is diflributed by the Sovereign to

whom he thinks proper. The droit d'au-

baine, or efcheat^ eflabliflied in the Crimea

in default of heirs in the feventh degree,

gives the Kam that privilege over every

thing which refpedls the property of the

nobles ; and each Minga pofleffes the fame

right over the property of the inferior

clafles, in the whole extent of his fief. It

is on this principle, alfo, that the annual

poll tax is collected from all the Chriftian

and Jew vafTals, and this latter objed gives

the utmoft extent of the mofl abfolute

property to the eftates of the nobility of

Tartary.

It
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It is only on the afTembling of the dates,

likewife, that the Mirzas, poffelTors of

fiefs, are bound to military fervice ; but I

fhall treat of this article when I come to

the circumftances which bring all thefe

details into action.

Thefe didinclions of territorial property

are not known among fl the Noguais ; and

this pafloral people, occupied entirely

with their flocks, are left in the full en-

joyment of their plains, knowing no other

boundaries than thofe traced out between

the neighbouring hords.

But if the Noguais Mirzas partake with

their vaflals of the community of the foil,

if they even aiFix a fort of difgrace to agri-

culture, they are not on that account lefs

powerful. Retired during the winter in

the vallies, occupied by the hords, each of

them collects in his aoul f, the tribute

which is due to him, in cattle and provi-

fion ; and when the fowing feafon comes,

he goes into the plain with his hufband-

men,

f Aoul ; part of a hord, which coinprehends the

vafTals holding under the fame noble.
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men, fixes on the fpot for cultivation, and

divides it amongft the vaflals.

By thus changing their tillage, the No-

guais unite excellent pallurage with the

moH: plentiful crops, from lands which

are never exhauiled.

The right of Corvee, or binddags, which

having lefs connedion, doubtlefs, with the

feudal fyftem, than with the luxury of the

great vaiTals and Lords of liefs, prevails

likewife in the Crimea, is unknown to the

Noguais ; but they pay a tenth to the Go-

vernor of the province.

The Sultans, who are generally invefted

with thefe governments, refide there un-

der the title of Serajkers, and command

as Viceroys. But the lirft dignity of the

empire is Calga^ alv/ays conferred by the

Kam on one of the Princes of his houfe,

in whom he places the mod confidence.

His refidence is at Ackmechid, a town

fituated at four leagues from Baftcheferay,

where he enjoys all the decorum of the fo-

vereignty. His Miniflers carry his orders

into execution, and his jurifdidion ex-

tends very near to Cafa.

The
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The dignity of Calga, formerly deflined

for the prefumptive heir, flill preferves the

privilege of holding the reigns of govern-

ment in cafe of the Sultan's death, and

until the arrival of his fucceilbr. He
commands in chief the Tartar armies,

when the Kam does not himfelf take the

field ; and he inherits, as Lord Paramount,

the property of all the Mirzas who die

within his dependencies, without heirs of

the fcventh degree of affinity.

The pod of Novradw, the fecond dig-

nity of the kingdom, is held alfo by a

Sultan, who hasiikewife the right of hav-

ing Minifters ; but thefe, as well as their

mafler, are without any active fundions.

This little Court, which has no other rc-

fidence than Ba£i:chtfcray, is confounded

with that of the Kam -, fhould fome event,

however, occafion troops to be fent into

the field, the command of which is en-

trufted to the Novradin, his authority, as

well as that of his Minifters, acquires from

that moment all the adivity of the fove-

reign power.

The
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The third dignity of the kingdom, held

by a Sultan under the title of Or-Bev,

Prince of Orcapi, has fometimes been con-

ferred on Chirin-Mirzas, who had efpouf-

ed Princefles of the blood royal. Thefe

nobles, who difdain the lirft places in the

Miniflry, and will only accept of thofe

deilined for the Sultans, have been allov/-

ed alfo to hold exterior governments ; but

thefe governments of the frontiers are

generally poireiled by the fons or nephews

of the reigning Prince. They are Generals

of the troops of their particular provinces
;

and when thofe of Boud-jak, Yedefan, and

the Cuban, are called out, they are always

commanded by the Sultan Seraikers, even

after a jundlion with the forces under the

Kam, the Calga, or the Nouradin.

The hord of the Dgamboylouk is go-

verned only by a Cuiamakan^ox Lieutenant

of the King ; he performs, therefore, the

fundions of Serafker, and conducts the

troops to the army, and then refigns his

command to the commander in chief, to re-

turn to his government, and to have an eye

to
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to the fecurity of the plains, which arc

fituated before the iflhmus of the Crimea.

Befides thefe principal employments,

the revenues of which arife from certain

duties collected in the provinces, there are

two female dignities. That of Ala-Bey^

which the Sultan commonly beftows on

his mother or one of his wives ; and that

oiOuloukany^ conferred on the eldeft of his

filiiers or dau .^liters. Several viilares arc

under the dependencies of thefe Princef-

fes, who take cognizance of the differences

between their fubj eels, and diilribute juf-

tice through their intendants, who fit for

that Durnofe at the ?ate of the Seraglio

the neared to the harem.

I fliall enter into no details concerning

the Mufti, the Vifir, and the other Mi-

niflers, whofe offices are analagous to their

correfponding fituations in Turkey, with

this difference, that the principles and

cufloms of the feudal government mode-

rate their exercife in this country.

The revenues of the Kam fcarcely a-

mount to 600,000 livres, (about 31,0001.

fterling)
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Iteiling) for the fupport of his houfliold
;

but if this moderate income reflrids the

liberality of the Prince, it does not pre-

vent him from being generous. A num-

ber of Mirzas live entirely at his expence,

until the droit tVauhalne^ or efcheat I have

fpoken of, furniihes him the means of

getting rid of them, by granting them

fome part of his domain.

Befides, the railing of his troops puts

him to no expence. All the lands are

held by military fervice, nor does the So-

vereign fupport any expences of jinlice,

which is gratuitoufly diftributed through-

out the whole of his extent of government,

as well as by the particular jurifdi£iions in

their refpe8;ive dillricts ; appeals lie from

thefe fubordinate judicatures to the tribu-

nal of the Paramount.

The moft complete education in Tar-

tary, extends no farther than to the know-

ledge of reading and writing ; but if the

inflru(Slion of the Mingas be negleded,

they are diflinguifhed by an eafy politenefs

refulting from the habit of familiarity, in

which
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which they accuftomed to live with their

Princes, which never deviate into dif-

refpedl.

Badcheferay, neverthelefs, contains a

very valuable hiflorical journal, under-

taken by the anceflors of a family who have

always preferved, and carefully continued

it : This manufcript, begun by its author,

by collefling the mofl ancient traditions,

contains all the fucceflive fads down to the

prefent day. The event of my miflion

into Tartary, occafioned the perfon who

was continuing the journal, to apply to me
for fome information by which means I

difcQvered it, I made a fruitlefs attempt

to obtain fuch an acquifition ; ten thou-

fand crowns (£ 1250 flerling) could not

tempt him, and circumllances did not al-

low me time to procure extrafts from it.

The gazettes have faid enough of the

troubles which in our time have diilra(5Ved

Poland, and of the difculTions between the

Porte and RulTia. Makfoud-Gueray found

himfelf in the very centre of this confla^

gration, and compelled to play a confide-

rable
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rable part in it ; he trembled for the con-

fequences to himfelf, faw his fucceflbr in

Krim-Gueray, and was not deceived in

any of his conjeclures.

The affair of Balta, however, determin-

ed the Grand Signior to difplay the

flandard of Mahomet. The Ruffian Mi-

nifter was fent to the Seven Towers ; and

Krim-Gueray, replaced on the throne of

the Tartars, was called to Conftantinople,

to concert with his Highnefs the iirfl mi«

litary operations. This news reached

Badcheferay with the intelligence of the

depofmg of Maldbud. The fame meffen-

ger brought orders for the new Kam to

kiftal a Ca'imakon |, and for fixing the ge-

neral rendezvous at Kaouchan, in Bafs-

Arabiii. I haftened to go there, and was

preparing to meet Krim-Gueray at the

Danube, when I received a meffenger from

him, difpenfmg with that formality, limi-

ting the ceremonial to my accompcmying

hmi on Ills entry, affuring me of his favour,

t This title, which fignifies ** holding place," an-

fwers to that of Regent.

and
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and defiring me to prepare a fupper for

him on the day of his arrival.

This opening appeared to me very flat-

tering ; but the fupper would have em-

barraifed me, had not the courier who

conveyed the meffage given me the necelFa-

ry hints. He was his confidential man.

—

" Our mafter loves fifh/' fays he, " he

knows that your cook dreifes it very well

;

his own puts nothing but water in the

fauces." This was enough for me to dif-

cover the Prince's tafte, and I gave orders

for the bed fifh of the Neifler to be drown-

ed in excellent wine.

The Kam was to make his entry the

next day. I mounted my horfe, and met

him at two leagues diftance from the town.

He was attended by a numerous caval-

cade, and the reception he gave me, cor-

refponded with the teftimonial of his fa-

vour which preceded him.

Krim-Gueray, about fixty years of age,

joined to an advantageous fize, a noble

carriage, eafy manners, a majellic counte-

nance, a lively look, and the happy talent

of



BARON DE TOTT. 1 43

cf aiTuming at pleamre the appearance of

gentle affability, or of a commanding fe-

verity. The circumflance of the war

brought in his train a great number of

Sultans, feveral of whom were his child-

ren. His fecond fon was particularly

pointed out to me as a young man whofe

youthful courage was burning to diftin-

guifh itfelf, and who, from the habitual

exercife of his (Irength, was eafily able to

bend two bows r.t~ a time. He had pur-

fued this exercife from his infancy ; and

when this Prince was hardly nine years old,

his father, wifhing to pique his vanity, faid

to him, with a contemptuous air, that " a

diftaff fuited better a poltroon like him."

" Poltroon 1" replied the child, turning

pale, " I fear nobody,—^-not even you !"

letting fly an arrow, which fortunately

(truck only a baiket of wooden Vv^are, into

which the iron tip of the arrow went two

fmgers deep. As the greateft mildnefs,

as well as the general condud of the child,

previous to this iit of paflion, gave proofs

of the ftrongefl filial refped, fuch violence

can
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can only be attributed, in this inftance, to

an exceflive fenfibility on the point of ho-

nour.

Every thing neceflary was prepared at

the gate of the town for the public entry

and inflallation of the Kam, where he dif-

mounted for a moment, to put himfelf in

order, under a tent made ready for the

purpofc. DrefTed in a cap loaded with

two aigrets, enriched with diamonds, his

bow and quiver flung acrofs his body, pre-

ceded by his guard, and feveral led horfes,

whofe head-flails were ornamented with

tufts of feathers, followed by the ftandard

of the Prophet, and accompanied by all

his couri, this Piince repaired to his pa-

lace, where he received in the hall of the

Divan, ieatcd on his throne, the homage
of all the gr?.ndees.

This ceremony employed us till the

hour of the fupper 1 had prepared for him,

and which my cook was permitted to ferve

up. The Prince's cooks, apprized of this

rivality, endeavoured alfo to diftinguifh

thsmfelves, but they could not contend

againft
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agalnft the wine fauces. They fucceeded

no better in their made difhes ; and the

fuperiority of the French kitchen procured

me the advantage of daily furnifhing a do-

zen of articles at all the Prince's entertain-

ments.

Krim-Gueray did not confine his tafte

to good cheer, every pleafure had its

charms for him. A numerous orchellra,

a troop of comedians arid buffoons, vv^hom

he had alfo in his pay, hy varying his

amufements, filled up all his evenings, and

relieved him from the fatigues of political

affairs, and preparations for war, with

which the day was taken up.

The aftivity of this Prince, for whom
nothing was too arduous, made him re-

quire alfo a great fhare of it from others,

and I may venture to fay that I had the

good fortune to fatisfy him. I had the

honour of his confidence, was admitted to

his parties of pleafure, and I amufed my-

felf greatly with the curious and varied

pidure of his court.

Vol. II. H Kaou-'-
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Kaouchan was become the centre of Tar-

tary ; all orders were ilTued from thence

;

people flocked there from all parts ; and

the croud of his courtiers augmented every

day. The new Minifters, whom I had

known in the Crimea, and who perceived

the particular favour with which I was

honoured by the Kam, made choice o^mQ
to obtain from their mailer a favour they

would not themfelves have prefumed to

folicit. The experience of his former

reign, had made them feel that it was of

the lad importance to keep him from a firfl

ad of feverity, which once committed,

however repugnant at firfl to his difpofi-

tion, no perfon could tell v/here his cru-

elty would flop. An unhappy Tartar

having acled contrary to too fevere an or-

dinance, was condemned by the Kam to

fuffer death
;
preparations were making for

conducting the wTCtch to the place of pu-

nifhment, at the moment of my arrival at

the palace ; feveral Sultans immediately

eot round me, explained the circumftance,

and defired me to preferve the Tartars

from
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from the confequences of this execution.

I entered into the apartment of Krim-

Gueray, whom I found ftill agitated with

the efforts it had cod him to order the ex-

ecution. I approached him, and incli-

ning myfelf to kifs his hand, which I had

never before done, I held it, notwithfland-

ing the attempt he made to withdraw it.

" What would you have ?" faid he, with

a look of feverity.
—" The pardon of the

criminal," anfwered I. " What concern

canyou have," replied he, "in this wretch's

fate ?"--^' None," added I; "a man who has

difobeyed you can infpire me with none

;

it is only for you. Sire, that I am concern-

ed
;
you would foon become cruel, were

you, but for a moment, too fevere; and you

have no reafon to ceafe being good, to be

conflantly feared and refpecled." He fmi-

led, and abandoning me his hand, I kiiTed

it ; and flev/, by his defire, to announce

the pardon he had granted. The joy

produced by this circumftance was conti-

nued by a new Turkifh Comedy, of a to-

lerably burlefque kind. Krim-Gueray,

during the reprefentation, afl^ed me many
H 2 queftions
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queflions about Moliere*s plays, which he

had heard fpoken of. What I told him of

the dramatic laws, and of the decency ob-

ferved on our theatres, gave him a difguft

for the farces with which the Turks are

flill obliged to be fatisfied. He perceiv-

ed of himfelf, that the Tartuffe was pre-

ferable to Pourccaugnac \ but he could not

perceive how fuch a character as the Bour-

geois Gentilbonunc could exift in a fociety

where the difference of rank is fo perfedly

underilood, and fo invariably eftablifhed

;

and I rather chofe to let him remain in ig-

norance, and imagine the poet was in the

wrong, than to undertake his juftification,

by expofmgthe hiftory of our irregularities.

" But," added he, " if it be impoffible to

carry on the deception refpecling birth^ a

man may eafily impofe upon the world by

his character. Every country has its Tar-

iiiffes ;
(hypocrites) Tartary has hers ;

—

and you will oblige me by getting this

piece tranflated *,

Whiin

* Mr. Rufin, Secretary Interpreter of the King at

Verfailles, undertook this work. His underftanding

would
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Whilft our imagination was occupied by

thefe peaceful projects, an Envoy from the

Confederates of Poland arrived at Kaou-

chan, to concert with the Kam the open-

ing of the campaign. This Prince had

promifed the Grand Signior to begin by an.

incurfion into New Servia : the Polilli

Ukraine might fuffer by this, and it re-

quired, therefore, fome preliminary ne-

gociations, to which the powers of the

Polifh Envoy appeared infufEcient. Time

prefTed, however ; and Krim-Gueray w\is

defirous that 1 fhould go to the neighbour-

hood of Kotchim, to treat, in his name,

with the principal Confederates, who had

taken refuge there. But, flattered as I

was with this mark of the Prince's confi-

dence, I did not choofe to accept the com-

mifiion without a Tartar colleague, who
was named on the fpot, and, as well as

myfelf, w^as invefted wdth full pov/ers.

Our Embaffy required more difpatch than

luxury, and we flept the very next day

within

would have laid the foundation of good tafte amongil
the Tartars, had circumdances pcMiiitted hiui to de-

dicate his time to it.
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within the confines of Moldavia. The
pidure of the mod horrid devaftation pre-

ceded even the war in that country ; and

the terror of the inhabitants from the in-

curfions alone of fome troops had already

occafioned this calamity. The defertion

of the villages, and the ceflation of all huf-

bandry, did not promife that abundance of

provifions for the fubfiflence of the Otto-

man army, which they had reafon to ex-

ped on the borders of the Danube ; but

thefe reflections, which I made to my col-

league, feemed to interefl him infinitely

lefs than the fcarcity we were then fuffer-

ing, until our arrival at Dankowtga f.

The Counts Crazinfki and Potocki, re-

ceived us there with all the refpecl due to

the Prince we reprefented ; but the excel-

lent Tokay wine with which they regaled

us, gave much more pleafure to the Tar-

tar AmbafTador. I had brought him in

my carriage ) but the inconvenience of an

elevated feat, made him defire a Turkifli

waggon

t A village near Kotchim, whither the Confe-

derates retired after the declaration of war.
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waggon for his return, in which he might

lie at his eafe. I made a point of procur-

ing this fatisfa(51:ion for a man whofe great

age, and amiable charader, were equally

intereiling. A waggon followed v/ith our

baggage and fome fervants. We cravelled

in this manner by a diiFerent road, which

we were allured was better, although fome-

what longer. Very heavy fails of fnow,

were juil fuccceded by a pretty fevere frofl

;

it was neceilary to a'vail curfelvcs of this

circumflaiicc to pafs at Gue-le Prulh, be-

fore the fwell of the river, which v/ould

be occafioned by the flighted thav/. Con-

duced by a guide, we reached the borders

of that river, where the ice was drifting

rapidly with the current. I was unac-

quainted with the depth of it, and. was

afraid of the experiment ; but my conduc-

tor encouraged me, by going before my
carriage, which led the way. It was

drawn by fix good horfes, and vv^as heavy

enough to refill the current, and confe^

quently arrived fafe on the oppofite fide. I

haftened to get on fhore to look after the

tWQ
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two waggons, for which I was uneafy on

account of their lightnefs. They wxre

fcarcely a third of the pafTage before the

water began to Hft them up. I called to

them to flop ; but inftead of liftening to

me, the poflillions bear up their horfes,

the two carriages are overfet, and in an

inilant the river hurries them along pell

mell, with the flakes of floating ice. I fly

to the poftiliion of my carriage, to order

him to unharnefs his horfes, and go to the

afllflance of the Tartar Envoy and my
people ; I find him on the bank expiring

with cold ; I drag him near an adjoining

ditch, where I precipitate him, and cover

him with fnow. My coachman had al-

ready followed the courfe of the river as

far as a mill, v;here, by his cries, he had

drawn the attention of the millers. I ar-

rive there foon after, and find them em-

ployed in fifhing up, with crooks, thofe

who had been under water. But I fearch

in vain for my ancient colleague, and I was

agitated with the utmoft violence of de-

fpair for his fate, when I heard his voice,

defiring
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defiring me to calm myfelf, whilR he was

in the midft of the flakes of ice, and his

head barely out of water, peeping through

the door of his carriage. He was only

flopped by a fliallow place, from whence

the fmallefl force would have detached

him. I was at length fortunate enough to

relieve him, and to colled together all my
fhipwrecked companions, whom it was

flill neceffary to preferve from the danger

of perifliing with cold ; and, in fa6t, the

frofl had fo hardened their cloaths, that

they could not be flripped until the heat of

a good fire had foftened the fluff. As foon

as I was fure tkat the care of the millers

would be fuilicient for them, I ran with,

my coachman to bring back my poflillion,

who was recovered by the fnov/. We faw

him, on our arrival, employed in getting

out of the hole, into which I had thrown

him : the good fire at the mill completely

reftored him ; and I was agreeably fur*

prized, on my return, to find all my bag-

gage fifhed up. I provided in the befl

manner I could for the frefh fuccours

H 5 which
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"which the circumftances requnxd, and I

foon had time to fympathize with my col-

league, who having himfelf run the great-

eft rifque, would fpeak of nothing but my
anxiety on his account. The time necef-

fary for drying their cloaths, putting our

waggons in order, and viQualling our

troop, delayed our departure until the next

day. Hitherto I had no reafon to praife

the route we had taken ; and the bad roads

we met with would have compleatly dif-

gufted me, had it not been for the hope

of very foon arriving at Botouchan. This

was defcribed to me as one ofthe moft con-

fiderable towns in Moldavia—as a promif-

ed land, where I might lay in provifions

for the remainder of my journey : it was

ftill day light when we entered the town,

but we found it totally deferted, and we

had nothing to do but to enter the beft-

looking houfe among them, for they were

all open, which belonged to a Boyard |, as

my conductor told me. This fituation af-

forded us few refources ; I prevailed on my
guide,

X Boyard>«-'a Moldavian gentleman.
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guide, however, to go, from me, to alk

afliflance from the fuperior of a neighbour-

ing convent. I was waiting with impati-

ence for his return, when a coach with fix

horfes appeared in the court-yard ; it was

the mafter of the houfe. He told me on

entering, that informed by my emifTary of

the honour I had done him in taking up

my abode at his houfe, and hearing of my
wants, he was come that no other perfon

might have the fatisfadlion ofproviding for

them. So polite an opening gave us frefh

hopes ; and the arrival of provifions prov-

ed they were not ill-founded^ However

confequential my hoft might appear, I foon

perceived that he was not tiie eagle of

the diflrid, and that giving way, from

feeblenefs of character, to every impulfe,

the lad fpeaker, with him, was always the

mod perfuafive orator ; I confequently

found no difficulty in demonflrating to.

him the danger to which the Boyards ex-

pofed themfelves, by not preventing the

inhabitants from quitting their houfes^ and

even by fetting them the example. He
informed
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informed me that all the inhabitants of the

town, to the number of feven or eight

thoufand, terrified at the bad treatment

and ravages of fome Sipahis, had taken re-

fuge in the convent which I had fent to
;

that feveral Boyards, as timid as the mul-

titude, fomented this confufion, without

forefeeing the bad confequences. " I was

one of the number,'* added he, " but you

have made me change my opinion ; come

with me and do the fame fervice to my
companions." The pleafure of bringing

back all thefe unfortunate people to their

habitations, who v^ere threatened by no

immediate danger, made me infenfible to

the rifque of attempting this good work.

I kept my hoft all night, and, as my road

lay direftly before the gate of the monaf-

tery, the next morning the cries of the

women and children, the tumult of the

multitude crouded together, and the pic-

ture of the furrounding mifery, determined

me to follow my Boyard. He affiifed me

in paffing through the croud to a flight of

fteps, on the top of which his companions

received
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received me, and introduced me into the

hail, where they held their meetings. L

had produced fuch an efFed on my hoft,

that flill full of my arguments, he was

willing to attempt the converfion of his

companions ; but he was inftantly inter-

rupted by the reproaches they fliowered

upon him, which confirmed me in my
opinion, that he at lead was not the leader

of a party. I then thought it time to dif-

play my eloquence, but I foon perceived

that it would have no great fuccefs ; my
audience was tumultuous, and the tumult

left very little interval to the calm I had

endeavoured to eftablifli. I next had re-

courfe to more efficacious meafures. A
panic had occafioned this diforder; a more

fubflantial terror appeared to me the only

remaining remedy. I changed my tone,

and threatened to complain to the Kam,

and to prevail on him to do fpeedy juflice.

I apologized for the people who always fuf-

fer themfelves to be carried away by their

leaders ; I accufed the perfons who liflened

to me, with rebellion, and from that mo-

ment
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ment they appeared before me trembling

andfubmiflive. " Speak yourfelf, then,

to this frightened croud," fays the mofl

turbulent of the Boyards ;
" you will pre-

vail on them more readily than we can
\

they will blefs you, and fo far from ac-

cufmg us, you will be able to bear witnefs

to our good difpofition." This I evaded

a long time, and fliould never have accept-

ed the dangerous part he propofed to me,

had I not perceived, on returning to the

fteps to go away, that it was impoflible to

get through the croud, who were in vio-

lent agitations of anxiety ever fmce my ar-

rival. " Speak to thefe unhappy people,"

repeats the fame Boyard to me, advancing

to the front of the fleps, to ferve me, no

doubt, as a colleague on this new tribune

of harangues. Three JanifTaries, armed

to the very teeth, were fitting there with all

the furlinefs of Iflanifm. Their confequen-

tial air convinced me they had prote6lors,

and feeing it neceflary to put an end to this

unpleafant adventure, I thought it bed to

begin by flriking an awe into thefe bravoes,

in



BARON DE TOTT. 1 59

i-n order to make an impreflion on the mul-

titude. " What are you doing here ?"

faid I, in a firm tone of voice ;
" We are

defending thefe infidels," anfvveredone of

them. " You are defending them," re-

plied I, " againil whom ? Who are their

enemies ? Is it the Grand Signior, or

the Kam of the Tartars ? In that cafe you

are rebels, and the fole promoters of the

fedition. Depend on it I will fee you pu-

nifhed." Before I had finifhed this fhort

apoilrophe, the infolence of my Turks had

given place to fear ; they had got up to

liften to me, and went down the fteps ex-

culpating themfelves. This firfl advan-

tage over the auxiliary troops had attract-

ed the attention of the croud, whofe filence

appeared to me a good omen. I then ad-

vanced and raifmg my voice in Greek, I

was upon the point ofobtaining all the fuc-

cefs of Demoflhenes, when a drunken fel-

low, pufhing through the croud, and

ftanding forth as the champion of the ad-

verfe party, infolently broke out into the

following difcourfe :
—" What do you

talk

f
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talk offubmiflion, of tranquillity, of cul-

tivation, whilil we are dying with hunger ?

Bringr us feme bread," cried out this mad-

man, " that is what we want."—'* Aye,

bread," cried out the people in a fury.

Perceiving then my whole edifice over-

turned, and no means of extricating my-

felf from the fituation in which I had fo

imprudently engaged, I took out of my
pocket two handfuls of money, that I had

of different kinds ;
" There" cried I,

throwing it amongfl the croud, " there

is bread for you, my good people ; re-

turn to your habitations, where you will

find abundance." The fcene quickly

changed ; one overturned another, to pick

up the money ; the drunken fellow difap-

peared amongfl the combatarxts ; bene-

dictions fucceeded to abufe, and my defire

to make my efcape was at leafh equal to the

inconfiderate zeal which had brought me

amongfl them. I received, however, all

the honours of war on my retreat, and re-

gained my carriage amidfl the applaufes of

the people, who had opened a pafTage for
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me^ and next day returned to their habi-

tations. My colleague, who was waiting

for me at the gate of the convent, where

I had been making my orations, was not

without uneafmefs for the confequences of

my imprudence. We were mutually very

happy to meet together, and continued

our journey daily, making the mofl of the

provifions with which the Boyard had fup-

plied us. The villages we pafled through,

comprehended in the general devafliation of

Moldavia, fcarcely afforded us a fhcker

during the night. Wallachia, aifo, had

been ravaged by fome Turks who were on

their way to join the Kam ; and who did

nothing elfe, in facl, but lay wafle their

own country. There is no horror which

thefe Turks did not perpetrate ; and, like

a licentious foldiery, at the facking of a

town, not content with difpofmg of every

thing at their fancy, flill aimed at fuc-

cefles the leafl to be defired. Some Si-

pahis + carried their atrocity fo far, as to

infult the perfon of the Old Rabbi of

X Tuiklfh Cavalry.

the
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the Synagogue, and the Greek Archbi-

fhop.

We arrived at length at KIcherow, after

a great deal of fatigue, and very wretched

living ; but the Governor made us forget

every thing, by givii.'g us an excellent

fupper, and good beds. We iiad now only

twelve leagues farther to go, and I had

given orders to be ready early in the morn-

ing ; whep, on awakening, I was inform-

ed it WcS impoffible. Ahcv an excefTive

fro 11 in 'b*i evening, there had fallen fo

great a quantity of fnow, that the road

acrofs the mountains was become impaffa-

ble for carriages. I was, however, by no

means difpofed to fubmit to the obftacles

which feemed to combine in retarding our

return to the Kam ; but my old Tartar,

lefs adive, and more fatigued than I was,

agreed to ftay behind to take care of the

baggage. I fet out on a fiedge, and the

rapidity of this conveyance foon brought

me into the plains of Kaouchan, where I

was ftill to encounter frefh difficulties. The

want of fnow, added to the mod complete

thaw,
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thaw, was again very near flopping me,

had I not met with a cart, which fuited

me very well ; but it was neceffary to

make ufe of fome violence with the owner,

to force him to condu6l me. I was perch-

ed up with my Secretary on this car-

riage, and we were congratulating our-

felves on not arriving on foot, when, one

of the wheels breaking, we were at lafl

obliged to adopt this meafure, which cer-

tainly did not add much to the dignity of

the return of the AmbafTador of the Tar-

tars. I did not wait for my colleague,

whofe return was delayed for fome days,

to pay my compliments to the Kam. He
was already informed of my curious entry

into Kaouchan ; and this Prince no fooner

faw me, than he began with bantering me
on the modefly of his Plenipotentiary.

Every thing I told him refpeding Molda-

via, feemed to him of fo much impor-

tance, that he gave orders to remedy this

difafler, at the fame time that he fent in-

telligence of it to the Porte. The inqui-

ry into the caufes, gave Krim-Gueray an

opportunity
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opportunity of difclofing to me his opini*

nion of the Grand Vifir, Emin Pacha,

This Turk had begun his career as a fhop-

keeper's man, and in time attaining the

place of writer of the Treafury, he rofe

rapidly, by his intrigues, to the firft offi-

ces of the flate. His prefumption made

him afpire at the Vifirate, on the declara-

tion of war ; but his ignorance foon gave

his mafter reafon to repent of fo bad a

choice. The Vifir's faults could not efcape

the penetration of the Kam. He explain-

ed himfelf fully on the fubjed, and was

contriving means to preferve the Otto-

man empire from the confequences of

the folly and mifcondud of its Prime

MiniHer.

The incurfion into New Servia, concert-

ed at Conflantinople, was confented to in

the aflembly of the grand vaffals of Tar-

tary, and orders were expedited into ail

the provinces, to claim the tribute of mi-

litary fervice. Three horfemen were de-

manded from eight families, and this was

deemed fufficient to compleat the three ar-

mies, which were to begin their operations

at
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at the fame time. That of the Noura-

din, of 40,000 men, had orders to march

to the lefler Don ; that of the Calga, of

60,000, was to file along the left bank of

the Borifthenes, as far as Orela ; and the

main army, commanded by the Kam in

perfon, confiding of 100,000 men, was

deftined to penetrate into New Servia.

The troops ofYedeffan and Boudjak, were

peculiarly appropriated to this army, the

rendezvous general of which was fixed to

the neighbourhood of Tombachar.

On communicating to me all thefe par-

ticulars, Krim-Gueray afked me if I in-

tended accompanying him on this expedi-

tion ? I anfwered him, that the honour

of refiding with him, on the part of the

Emperor of France, rendering it my duty

not to be diflant from his perfon, took

from me the merit of making a choice.

—

" That title by which you are placed near

me," replied he, " is enough to make me
keep you. We are going to fuffer veryfe-

vere colds
;
your drefs is not calculated for

them : drefs yourfelfin the Tartar fafhion;

—there
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—there is no time to be loft ;—we fhall

fet out in about a week."—I rofe immedi-

ately, to go and give orders for my cam-

paign equipage, and was leaving the

Prince's apartment, when the Mafter of

the Ceremonies, followed by two Pages

of the Chamber, cloathed me in a fuperb

pelice, made of the neck of the white

Lapland wolf, lined with light grey fur.

I turned round to thank the Kam for the

honour he did me. " It is a Tartar

houfe I give you," faid he, laughing

;

'* I have fuch a one myfelf, and I wifti us

to wear the fame uniform."

The Grand Equerry fent me the fame

day ten Circalfian horfes ; advifmg me,

from his mafter, not to take my Arabian

horfes into the field, which were neither

able to withftand the cold, nor want of

forage. But the fcantinefs of this fupply

did not infpire me with much confidence

;

nor did I think proper to follow the ad-

vice which accompanied the prefent.

Whilft my Tartar dreffes were making,

I provided myfelf with three dromedaries,

and
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and ordered the neceflary tents to be got

ready. Iheir mechanifm, as fimple, as

it is eafy, merits defcription. Continually

encamped, it is natural to fuppofe that

the Tartars have carried that art to per-

fedion. All their ideas are concentered

in an object indifpenfably become their

principal want. A nation at all times un-

acquainted with the luxury of indolence,

muft T^eceflarily bend all its attention, and

all its refearches towards that which is con-

neded with bodily exercife, field fports,

and warlike apparatus. The Tartars

never take repofe but in their hours of lei-

fure ; they ar ? fedentary, without effemi-

nacy ; and their camps are an exad coun-

terpart of their ordinary habitations.

A lattice work, v/hich eafdy folds and un-

folds, forms a fmall circular wall, four feet

and a half high, the two extremities of

w^iich, two feet diflant from each other,

form the entrance of the tent ; after which,

eighteen or twenty rods, joined at one

end, and having a ring of leather at the

other, to hook on to the crofs-bars of the

lattice
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lattice work, form the pent of the dome,

and fupport the covering of felt in the

form of a cone, the circumference of

whofe bafe covers, the walls, which are

lined alfo with the fame fluff. This cover-

ing is bound with a girth, and a few fho-

vels full of fnow, thrown up againft the

walls, prevents the external air from pene-

trating, and perfedly confolidates thefe

tents, without either pofls or cordage.

—

Some of them, formed on a more refined

plan, by applying a circular hoop at the

top of the cone, to which all the rods are

faftened, by leaving a paffage to the fmoke,

admits of a lire in the tent, without ren-

dering it more acceffible to the intemper-

ance of the feverefl climate.

The tent of the Kam was of this kind,

but fo large, that more than fixty perfons

might conveniently fit round the wood fire.

Decorated on the infide with a crimfon

fluff, it was furnifhed with a circular car-

pet, and fome cufliions. Twelve fmall

tents, placed around that of the Prince,

for the ufe of his officers and pages, were

contained
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contained within an inclofure of felt, five

feet high.

Every thing was prepared for taking

the field ; the troops of Bafs-Arabia, col-

lefted at Kichela, under the Sultan Seraf-

ker, waited only the fignal of departuie.

It was fixed for the 7th of January, 1 769,

when Kriiu-Gueray began his march

from Kaouchan, with the troops of his

body-guard, the Sultans who had per-

miflion to follow him, his Miniilers, his

great officers, and all the volunteer jMir-

zas. The firft day was taken up in paiTing

the Neider ; eight rafts were prepared for

this purpofe, on which the baggage had

been palled over the preceding even-.i'j.

We found all the tents pitched alfo on the

other fide. The firil ca^-e of the Kam
was to enquire where mine v/ere piaccvi

;

and finding them too diftant from him,

he gave orders ihat in future, they

fhould be nearer his own. This Fritice

had defired rpe likevN^fe to maV.e no

provifion, taking up^^n 'lir^i-'elf 'o fur-

nifh me during the campaign. The 8th

Vol. 11. I

^
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\s as employed in paiTing tlie Bafs-Arabian '

troops.

I wds that evening in the Kam's tent,

with fome Saltans of his fociety, when

his Vifir came to announce to him the ar-

rival of a Lefgian Prince, brother to the

Sovereign of thefe Afiatic Tartars. He
was invefted with the character of Ambaf-

fador, to do homage to Krim-Gueray, and

to make him an offer of 30,000 men for

the prefent war. I had the honour of af-

fifting at his prefentation. A fhort ha-

rangue, majellically delivered, explained

the objecl of his miffion ; and the anfwer

of the Kam, accepting the homage, but

declining the proffered luccours, reconci-

led at once the dignity of the Lord Para-

mount, and the confequence of the Gene-

ral. The Ambaffador then folicited, and

obtained permiffion, to make the cam-

paign. This ceremonial finiflied, Krim-

Gueray invited his diilinguilhed gueft to

fupper.

If we may judge of a nation from an

Ambaffador of his high rank, and from

the
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the perfons who accompanied him, we

muft form the mod advantageous opinion

of the Lefgian Tartars ; all of them of a

great fize, and well proportioned, joined

to very noble countenances, an eafy car-

riage, and a military air. I muft obferve,

too, that their arms, fuch as are in ufe in

Europe, were perfectly well finifhed ; and

I (hall add, on the teftimony of Krim-

Gueray himfeif, that his fpecimen by no

means exaggerates the appearance of the

whole body of the Lefgian troops. I have

reafon to believe alfo, that being in the vi-

cinity of that nation, he would not have

refufed their offer, if the coail of the Caf-

pian Sea, inhabited by this people, could

have been left defencelefs, without endan-

gering the Cabarta.

The colds, which notwithflanding the

great falls of fnow, had not yet frozen the

Boriflhenes, very foon became fo piercing,

as to allow the Tartars colleded on the

other fide to pafs over on the ice. We
were encamped, and waiting for them near

Tombachar. I palfed my evenings with

I 2 Krim-
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Krim-Gueray, whofe ideas, often original,

were always noble, and always exprefled

in the Riofl flriking manner. This Prince

had efTential need of giving a free fcope to

a philofophical turn of mind, which his

courtiers were not calculated to gratify.

—

On this account our converfations became

the only ren>edy capable of dilfipating thofe

hypochondriac affedions to which he was

fiibje6l. He took particular delight in in-

veftigating the prejudices which govern

different nations ; he amufed himfelf by

tracing up to their fources thefe prejudices,

to which he attributed every error, and

even almofl every crime ; and in bewailing

humanity, to vindicate its infirmities, con-

flituted his philofophical amufement. It

is my duty to bear my teflimony to the ta-

lents and underllanding of this Prince :

I have feveral times heard him deliver his

opinions en the influence of the climate, on

the abufes and advantages of liberty, on

the principles of honour, on the laws and

maxims of a government, in a manner

which
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which would have done honour to Moii-

tefquieu himfclf.

A great part of his troops were already

affemblcd, and the efFeft of the meafures

taken to vidual the army during its flay

at Balta, determined the fCam to proceed

thither. This town, fitiiated on the con-

fines of Poland, and the fubiirb of which

is in Tartary, became celebrated by the

commencement of hoflilities ; but at that

time,, totally deflitnte of inhabitants, pre-

iented nothing but the mod frightful pic-

ture of devaflation. The 1 0,000 Sipahis

fent bv the I'urks to join the Tartars, had

reached this place before us ; and had not

only laid wade Balta, but had burned alfo

•till the neighbouring villages. Krim-Gue-

ray led on, with regret, fuch wretched

nnd ill-difciplined troops ; he augured ill

of their courage, and acled only in defe-

rence to the good opinion the Grand Sig-

nior had formed of them. This body of

cavalry, accuflomed to the comforts and

inactivity of a long peace, no way formed

to fatigue, uninured to the cold, and fo ill-

cloathed
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cloathed withal, as not to be able to with-

ftand it, could be of no effedual fervice

whatever. Their bravery was not lefs fuf-

pe6led by the Kam of the Tartars, than are

in general their principles of religion. It

is hard to know, in facl, whether the Ar-

naouts -[- Timoriots
|
give the preference to

the Goran or the Gofpel. I was returning

one night from the Kam's, in a Tartar

drefs, and was crofhng the fquare of Balta,

to return to my lodgings ; two Sipahis,

who were likewife returning home, walked

before me, converfmg in Greek, curfmg

their fituation, and fwearing by the Holy

Crucifix to revolt on the hrfl opportunity.

This excited my curiofity, to make them

explain the contradiction ; and mending

my pace, I came up with them, giving

them the Mahometan falute, which they

very

f Under this name of Arnaouts, are comprehended

all the pecp'e of Turkey in Europe, which borders

on Sclavonia.

X Timoiiots are the pofTcflbrs of fiefs, held under

the Sovereign by military fervice ; and the Timors

are particularly appropriated to the Sipahis, v«rho

conipofe the Turkiih cavalry.
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very folemnly returned in the Turklfh

language ; I then addrefTed them In O reek

;

—" Adieu ! Brethren, we are no more

Turks, one than the other of us." This

adieu was not of a nature to feparate us fo

foon. Enchanted with me, they were only

aftonifhed that a Tartar could be a Chrlf-

tian ; but not wifhing to be known, I

framed a ftory. They confeiled to me tliat

theywere only Mahometans for theY/;.'7^r:,

and this was all I wanted to know.

The main army was collected, and

the colds became fo violent, that they

left the field open for the Tartars to make

their incurfions into New Servla. We had

juft been informed that the army under

the Calga was afcending towards the Sa^

mara ; that the Nouradin's army was alfo

on its march ; and Krim^Gueray, after

adapting his plans to this nev/ information,

quitted Balta to encamp near Olmar, This

town, dependent on Tartary, had been

partly burnt by the Sipahis, who com-

pleted its de{lruQ:ion even under the eyes

of the Sovereign. To this outrage, they

added
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added the iiifolence of coming in a body

to him, to demand barley for their horfes,

whilll his own, as well as thofe of the

whole army, were reduced to browze un-

der the fnow. The indignation of the

Kam was very near breaking forth into

cruelty ; but he confined himfelf to me-

naces, forefeeing that this infolent ban-

ditti would foon be reduced by the cold to

the mod complete fubmiilion.

Hitherto I had been fupplied by the

Prince ; we ftill had frefh provifions, and

I had not been in the way of judging of

what was left for the remainder of the

campaign ; but the fcarcity at the camp at

Olmar, prepared us the firfl truly mihtary

fupper. I was waiting for it without anx-

iety, but not without appetite, when the

officers of the kitchen came to lay out the

field tc^ble. It confiiled of a round tren-

cher of Ruflia leather, of about two feet

diameter ; with this trencher were two

bag&, from whence they drew out fome ex-

cellent bifcuit, and fmoaked horfes ribs,

the delicioufnefs of which was an inex-

hauflible
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hajuftible topic
;

poutargue, cavear |, and

raifms, for the deflert^ completed the

bapquet. *' How do you like the Tar-

tar kitchen ?" fays the Kam, laughing;

'^ Dreadful for your enemies," replied I.

A page, to whom he whifpered a moment

aft€r, prefeated me with the fame gold

cup made ufe of by his mafter. " Tafle

my drink, alfo," fays Krim-Gueray. It

was excellent Hungariaa wine, which he

continued to favour me with the reft of

the campaign.

On the following days the army march-

ed towards the Bog^ which we croffed on

the ice, and eftabliihed our firfl camp in

the Zaporovian Deferts. Notwithfland-

ing the advice that had been givea me> I

had amongll ray horfes an Arabian, which

was very foon exhaufled, and, fmking un-

der the rigour of the climate, fell down to

die after the paffage of the river. The

animal had fcarcely any breath remainiag,

whea fome Noguais came to beg him of

I 5 me

f Poutargue and Cavear, are the fpawn of 6{li

faked, but varlouHy prepared.
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me as a prefent. " What would you do,"

faid I, " with the dead horfe ?''—" No-
thing," fays one of them ; " but he is

not dead; we fliall be in time to kill him,

and to regale ourfelves on him, particu-

larly as he is a white horfe, whofe flefh is

always the more delicate." I readily

granted them this morfel, to fatisfy their

appetite ; but I will not undertake to fay

that they arrived in time to fatisfy the

MufTulman law, in all its fcrupulous ex-

aclnefs.

The cold, however, became fo exceffive,

and the plains we paifed over, which had

been lately burnt, afforded fo little paf-

turage, that after crofling UEau Morte *,

(theDead Water) a refolution was taken to

follow the courfe of that river, and to en-

camp amongfl the reeds, which were dif-

covered by our patroles. We had need of

them to warm ourfelves, and to feed our

horfes ; but the Turkifh cavalry, who had

flattered themfelves, no doubt, with the

hopes of making war only with Polifh vil-

lages, being provided neither with tents

* A River in New Servia.

nor
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nor provifions, experienced at once all the

feverity of cold and hunger : befides their

original want of forefight, they had the

imprudence, on their arrival at the camp,

to come near the fires ; the greatefl num-

ber of them, in confequence, were maim-

ed, and pity very foon fucceeded the ge-

neral indignation infpia*ed by their rob-

beries and devaftation. The Kam, in-

formed that thefe wretches were begging

their fubfiflence from tent to tent, order-

ed a certain portion of bifcuit to be col-

leded from each Mirza, and diflributed

amongfl them*

A fmall eminence we fell in with the

next day, whilll the army was marching

in line of battle, over an extenfive plain,

gave Krim-Gueray the deftre of feeing all

his troops/rom it in one point of view.

—

He ordered a halt : I followed him upon
this rifmg ground ; and the dark colour of

the Tartarian drefs, contrafted with the

whitenefs of the fnow, which ferved as a

back-ground to the pidure, fulFered no-

thing to efcape the eye. We diflinguiflied

by
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by the flandards, the troops of the ref-

pedive provinces ; and I could not help

remarking, that without any fixed order,

the army had throv/n itfelf naturally into

twenty files deep, and in lines tolerably

well formed. Each Sultan Serafker, with

his little court, formed an. advanced groupe

before his divifion. The centre of the line,

occupied by the Sovereign, formed of it-

felf a pretty confiderable advanced corps,

the arrangement of which formed a pidure

no lefs military than agreeable. Forty

companies, each compofed of forty horfe-

men, four abreaft, led the van, in two

columns, and formed an avenue, lined on

each fide with twenty pair of colours.

—

The Giand Equerry, followed by twelve

led horfes, and a covered fledge, marched

immediately after, and preceded the body

of horfe which furrounded the Kam. The

flandard of the Prophet, borne by an Emir,

as well as the two pair of green colours

which accompany it, came next, and were

feen blended v/ith the flandard of the

Crofs^ belonging to the troop of Inat Cof-

facks.
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facks, attached to the Prince's body-guard,

which clofed the march.

This nation of the Inat Coffacks, which

is indebted for its pofleffions to the circum-

flances of its emigration from Ruilia, is

eftablifhed in the Cuban. One Ignatius,

more tenacious of his beard than of his li-

berty, to efcape from the razor of Peter

the Great, attended by a numerous fet of

followers, took refuge with the Kam.

The Tartars found fo much analogy be-

tween the word Jnatj (opinionated) and

the word Ignatius^ that they continue to

bear the former appellation, to mark the

motive of their emigration. They do not

appear to have preferved with the fame at-

tention the purity of Chriftianity, but they

faithfully retain the fign of it on their

banners, and are Hill fcrupuloufly attach-

ed to the privilege of eating pork. Each

of our Inats had a quarter of fwine's flelh,

by way of portmanteau. The Turks, on

thefe occafions, muft find the Prophet's

ftandard in very bad company ; and I have

often heard them murmuring againfl that

as
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as a facrilegious profanation, which the

Tartars had the good fenfe to regard as a

matter of perfeft indifference.

The reft of the army had not fo ftriking

an appearance of forefight. Eight or ten

pounds of millet, roafled, pounded, and

prefled together, in a little bag of leather,

fufpended to the faddle of every Noguais,

furnifhed the army with a certain provi-

fion for fifty days. The horfes alone were

left to their own induftry to find fubfift-

ence ; but their prefent fituation differed

very little from that to which they had al-

ways been accuflomed. The little attea-

tion their horfes require, induces the Tar-

tars alfo to bring two or three, and often

more into the field, fo that we had more

than three hundred thoufand in the army.

The Kam, who was much pleafed with

what he had feen, afked the Sultans and

his Minifters, if in the view they had jufl

taken, they diflinguifhed the bravefl man

in the army ? The filence of the courtiers

marked fufHciently their anfwer. " It is

neitheryou,nor 1," refumedKrim-Gueray,

jocularly
5
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jocularly ;
" we are all armed :—Tott is

the only man who dares go to war unarm-

ed ; he has not even a knife." This plea-

fantry terminated the review ; and the ar-

my refumed its march to the head of the

Eau Morte^ where we did not arrive till

very late, and encamped in an immenfe

open fpace, lined with reeds.

For feveral days paft, Krim-Gueray had

been complaining of a pain in his thumb,

where an abfcefs was formed,and produced

a fever ; we had nofurgeon with us : I of-

fered him my fervices, and the infpe^lion

of a fet of lances I carried about me, in

cafe of need, determined him to truft me
with the operation. I immediately appli-

ed my inilrument; the incifion calmed

his pain, the fever difappeared, and the

wound, which was healed in a few days,

did me much honour, and afforded me
particular fatisfaclion.

From the time of our entering the Za-

porovian plains, I never quitted the Kam's

tent, where we converfed together till

midnight. Wrapped up in his peHce, he

repofed
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r.epoied hiisfelf on aculhion, and ordering

me to do the fame, two pages kept up a

good fine, which was very neceflary. But

if I wanted reft, he was not difpofed t^

let me long enjoy it. This Prince was ac-

cuftomed to Deep only three hours, and I

with, difficulty obtained five minutes ref-

pite, whilfl the coffee was preparing.

Thus awakened, without changing my
place, I refumed the attitude of the pre-

ceding evening.

it was foon perceived that the tent of

the Kam v/as fituated on the ice ; but no-

body difcovered until day-break, and at

the moment of departure, that all the ar-

my had encamped upon a lake, the fiuface

of which, weakened by an infinite num-

ber of holes made in it to procure water,

threatened to fwallow up every thing. No
tent was left (landing but the Kam's. I

was alone with him,, when aPolifh foldier

in my retinue, rulhing in like a madman,

places himfelf near the fire, and begins

pulling off his cloaths ; I ran to him, to

turn him out^^ thinking hm either drunk

er
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or mad, and threatened him with the dif-

pleafure of the Kam. Nothing moves

him ; and I could only get a fign from

him to let him alone. He had already-

got off his boots, when Krim-Gueray per-

ceived, by the cracking of his cloaths, that

he had fallen into the water, " What are

you going to do with the poor fellow ?"

fays he to me, with goodnefs, " the man

who is dying, is he not independent ? He
knows nobody but the perfon who can

ailifl him.—-Kings are no longer any ("hing

for him !—Let us leave him the tent to

himfelf."—We went out ; and I ordered

my people to take care of him.

The army, bending its coiirfe always to

the northward, endeavoured to approach

the Great Ingul, of the pofition of which

we had very vague ideas ; but by a forced

march of twelve leagues, we at length en-

camped on the banks of that river : a few

deferted dwellings, and fome hay-flacks

around them, were of eflential fervice to

us.

We
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We were now on the confines of New
Servia, and had reached the point from

v/hence our incurfions were to flrike terror

into the wretched inhabitants ; and the

council of war was fummoned to fele<fl the

troops necefiliry for that expedition.

WxiiKl it was affembled, a meflenger, and

fome prifoners made by the patroles, depo-

fed that the Zaporovian Coifacks on our

right, menaced by the Caiga Sukan, hav-

ing demanded and obtained a neutrality

of this Prince, had refufed to give any

alliitance to the Ruffian Governor-Gene-

ral of St. Elizabeth. Thefe particulars

made the Kamand his Generals acquaint-

ed with their true pofidons. It was refolv-

ed in confequence, that a third part of

the army, compofed of volunteers, under

the orders of a Sultan, and feveral Mir-

zas, fhould pafs the river at midnight,

divide itfelfinto feveral columns, and fuc-

ceffively fub-dividing, fhould overrun

New Servia, burn all the villages and

crops which were gathered in, carry off

all the inhabitants, and drive off their cat-

tle. It was befides determined, that each

foldier
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Ibldier ihould have two alTociates in that

part of the army which remained. By this

arrangement, every body was to partake

of the booty ; thus, avoiding all difcuf-

fions about Ihares : and the general inte-

refl concurred with that of individuals, to

make a good choice of the foldiers def-

tined for this expedition. The detach-

ment was likewife apprized, that the re-

mainder of the army, paffing the Ingul

the next day, would dired its courfe by

flow marches towards the frontiers of Po-

land, flreightning St. Elizabeth, to pro-

ted the foragers, and wait for their re-

turn. The deftrudive talents difplayed

fo eminently by the Sipahis on former oc-

cafions, feemed to difcover fo much zeal

for devaflation, that they were invited to

take a (hare in this expedition ; but the

cold had reduced them fo low, that none

of them were inclined to march. There

were only the Serdenguetchety §, and

§ A (brt of Turkifh troops, whofe name fignifies

Foilorn Hope, volunteers determined to conquer or

to die ; but neither the one nor the other ever hap-

pens to them.

fome
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feme other Turks who followed the

Sultan.

The detachment under his orders had

marched ; and the cold, already lefs fevere

than on the preceding evening, -v^^as fo di-

minifhed during the night, that a thaw

was to be apprehended. The water even

began to cover the ice on the river, and

left us no hopes of being able to crofs it

but by haflening our departure. The

army was foon ready ; and extending it-

felf along the Ingul, was put in motion at

the fame moment. The Tartars, ac-

cuftomed to fuch expeditions, feparating

themfelves at a certain diftance from each

other, crofTed it lightly, in a little trot
;

but a number of the Sipahis, who trod

heavily, from fear, and who were fo ter-

rified by the noife of the broken ice, as

to (top fhorf, and were fwallowed up be-

fore our eyes. We halted on the other

fide of the river, to give time for the

troops to form. Some Sipahis, who had

efcaped from the danger, were deploring

the fate of their comrades
;

particularly

one



BARON DE TOTT. 189

one of thefe poor wretches, whofe father

had juft periihed in the river, with a fum

confiderable enough to have made his for-

tune. One of the Inat CofTacks immedi-

ately propofed to fifli up the purfe for two

fequins ; his offer is accepted, and he un-

drefTes himfelf, whilfl they point out to

hina the hole amongfl the flakes of ice ; he

plunges in, and remains long enough un-

der water to make the fpeclators uneafy

;

but after a few minutes, he appears with

the treafure in his hand. This fuccefs en-

courages one of the comrades of the de-

ceafed, who regrets his piflols mounted

with filver ; the intrepid CoiTack under-

takes a fecond trip, fatisfies his defire,

without difputing about an increafe of re-

ward, receives his two fequins, puts on his

doaths, and runs to rejoin his colours.

In execution of the plan refolved on, the

army remaunted the hill, until it fell in

with the track beaten in the fnow by the

troops of the incurfion. We cro&d this

rocwdnear the place, where dividiBig itfelf

into
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into feven branches, it formed a goofe*s

foot, to the left of which we conftantly

directed our courfe, taking care never to

touch upon any of the fubdivifions we fuc-

cefTively fell in with, the fmallefl of

which were at length no more than paths

traced out by one or two horfemen.

The weather becoming rainy, obliged

the army to halt on the banks of the Ad-

jemka, where it pafTed the night. But

this thaw, which at firft had made us un-

cafy, was rapidly fucceeded by fo fevere a

frofl, that it was with difficulty the tents

could be folded up. Small hail, violently

drifted by the wind, cut our faces, and

made the blood come out of the pores of

the nofe, and the breath freezing to the

whifkers, formed ificles fo heavy, as to be

very painful. A great part of the Sipahis,

maimed in the preceding marches, perilh-

ed on that day ; the Tartars themfelves

fuffered very feverely, but nobody dared

to complain. Kfim-Gueray, who fmce

his indifpofition, went part of the way in

a covered fledge, amufed himfelf, during

this
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tliis time, by afking me queflions concern-

ing the Pope, comparing his fituation to

that of the Holy Father, and regretting

that he was not in his place. I took this

opportunity of repi efenting to him the ha-

vock the cold was making in his army,

and the danger of too long a march. " I

cannot make the weather better," faid he,

" but I can infpire them with courage to

fupport its feverity.''—He calls immediate-

ly for a horfe, and conforming himfelf to

the cuftom which prohibits the Oriental

Sovereigns from wearing Ihawls, fuch as

private perfons cover their heads with,

he braves the hoary frofts, and by his ex-

ample obliges the Suhans, the Minilters,

and every perfon about him, to go uncover-

ed. This act of vigour put a flop to the

murmurs, and gave the Prince an oppor-

tunity of viev/Ing the picture of thofe dif-

afters which occafioned them. In fadl,

we were iofmg both men and horfes every

moment. We met with nothing in the

plains but frozen i^ocks ; and twenty co-

lumns of fmoke rifing in the horizon,

completed
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completed the horror of the pidure, by

proclaiming to us the fires which were al-

ready ravaging New Servia f

.

Falling in at length with fome briars,

and a little forage, the Kam determined to

make a halt. His tent was pitched near

a hay-Hack, which he ordered to be diflri-

buted, and which, in fpite of its enor-

mous fize, difappeared in an inftant. We
amufed ourfelves with this fpedacle, which

prefented at once the eagernefs of pillage,

and the feverity of good difcipline. A
meflenger from the Sultan who command-

ed the incurfion, brought us news in the

evening from that Prince. He informed

us that the inhabitants of a large village,

having to the number of 1200, taken re-

fuge in a Monaflery, had compelled him,

by their refiflance, to fhoot off fome ar-

rows with brimftone matches, in hopes of

feeing their obllinacy give way to the fear

of fire ; but that the conflagration, too ra-

pidly furrounding thefe unfortunate peo-

t This day's march cofl the army more than 3000
men, and 30,00a' horfes, who perifhed by the cold.

pie,
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pie, hadconfumed them all. The Sultan

added to the deep regret he exprefTed for

this dreadful misfortune, fome complaints

of the cruelty of the Turks who had ac-

companied him, whofe only courage, he

faid, confifled in bathing themfelves in

the blood of the prifoners,

Krim- Gueray was not lefs fenfible than

the Sultan to the melancholy confequences

of the conflagration ; the cruelty of the

Turks filled him with indignation ; the

fight of the heads cut off, flill further

fhocked him
J.

"I would hang up a

Tartar," added he, " who fhould dare to

prefent himfelf before me in the attitude

of an executioner.—How can there exifl fo

ferocious a people as to encourage barba-

rity by rewarding it, and can take a plea«

fure in fuch difgufting objeds ?*'

The fuccellive arrival of the Tartars,

who were already returning, laden wdth

X The Turks are accuftomed to carry the heads of

their flain eneuiies to the General who commands
them ; the Tartarson the contrary, hold this cuftoui

in abhorrence.

Vol. IL K booty.
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booty, and bringing us frefh particulars,

had kept us awake till three in the morn-

ing. The entrance of the Kam's tent

could not be fhut, under the prefent cir-

cumftances, and I obtained permifTion to

go and take fome hours rtft in my own.

—

It was occupied by Meflrs. Rufin and Con-

llillier, v/ho were half frozen, flept little,

and were dying with hunger. A hard

fnow formed the bed I came to fhare with

them, and on which, wrapped up in my
pelice, I took my place, and fell afleep.

Soon after, one of the Kam's pages half

opens the door, announces a prefent from

his mailer, places it at the feet of Mr. Ru-

fm, and withdraws. Mr. Conflillier, who

was kept more awake by hunger, made

no doubt but that it was^fomething eat-

able ; he knew alfo that I kept nothing

concealed from him of that fort ; but too

far off to examine the pack-ct, he defires

his companion to fee what it is ; v/ho, on

account of the fevere cold, refufes a long

time : obliged, at length, to fubmit, he

puts out his arm, keeping his head ftill

covered
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covered with his pelice, gets hold of fome-

thing hairy, which he lifts up by the glim-

mering of a lamp hanging from the top

of the tent, and prefented to the greedy

eye of Mr. Conftillier a human face.

Struck with this horrible objed, he cries

out,—" My friend, it is a head !" and

Mr. Rufin fent it as quick as lightning out

of the tent, both of themcurfmg the cold,

their hunger, and the Tartar pleafantries.

The cold increafed fo much next day,

that at our fetting out, notwithflanding

my gloves lined with hare fkin, my hands

were benumbed with it at the moment

of getting on my faddle, and I had much
difficulty to recover the circulation. The

columns of fmoke which covered the

horizon on the right, and Fort St. Eliza-

beth, which we perceived on our l^it^

left no longer any doubt about the route

we were to purfue ; we direded it towards

fome edifices in our front, which we foon

difcovered to be a preparation for fignals

of fire. Thefe triangular wooden frames,

eight flories high, filled with flraw and

K 2 faggots.
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faggots, were, doubtlefs, intended to

fpread the alarm, on the firft appearance

of the Tartars ; but they eventually ferved

only as guides for their army as far as

Adjemka. This town, preferved from

the ravages of the incurfionby its vicinity

to St. Elizabeth, contained only a few

inhabitants, and we fufpeded that the

greateft part of them had taken refuge

under the cannon of that fortrefs.

The main army was in fo bad a flate,

that it had every thing to fear itfelf from a

fally ; in fadt, two or three thoufand men
attacking it in the night, would only have

had the trouble of cutting us to pieces.

This danger was not more clearly proved,

than the impoffibility of avoiding it by

continuing a march, the fatigues of which

the troops were no longer able to fupport.

In this extremity, Krim-Gueray ordered

the Sultans, and the Mirzas to form a de-

tachment of 300 horfemen, to go at fun-

fet to infult St. Elizabeth, in order to keep

the garrifon on the defenfive. This chofen

band, the only part of the army whofe

energy of mind was ftill able to furmount

the
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the natural faintnefs arifing from a compli-

cation offufFerings, pufhing into the fub-

urb to make prifoners, made the fuccefs of

this military ftratagem fo complete, that

the army v/as enabled to flay and recover

its fatigues in the midfl of the greateft

plenty. The town of Adjemka, confifl-

ing of eight or nine hundred famJlies, fitu-

ated on a fmall river of that name, proved

the fertility of its foil, by the abundan4:e

of the crops of every kind. The troops,

however, were not allowed to occupy the

houfes, from fear of a premature confla-

gration. They were only permitted to

carry off the wood and provilions for con-

fumption ; the Kam himfelf fet the exam-

ple, by continuing under his tent. The

next day's reft, by recruiting their

flrength, and giving time for a part of the

incurfion troops to join us with a vaft

number of Daves and cattle, dilTufed a

general gaiety throughout the army.

I obferved that the Tartars of each hord,

and of each troop, had a watch-word to

which their comrades anfwered, to dired

them.
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them. That of Ak-Serai, the White Palace^

was peculiar to the Kam's houfhold ; but

if it be eafy to conceive the utility of

this expedient, a circumflance one would

fcarcely believe on feeing it, is the care,

the attention, the patience, the extreme

agility of the Tartars in keeping what they

have taken. Five or fix flaves, of different

ages, fixty (heep, and twenty oxen, the

prize of a fmgle man, do not embarrafs

him. The children, with their heads

peeping out of a fack, hanging by the

pummel of the faddle ; a young girl fitting

before, leaning on her left hand ; the mo-

ther behind on the crupper, the father on

a led horfe, the Ton upon another, Iheep

and oxen before them, every thing in a

march, and nothing goes affray from un-

der the vigilant eye of the fhepherd of this

flock. To collecl, to condu6l them, to

provide for their fubfifience, to go on foot

to eafe his Haves, no trouble is too great

for him ; and this fcene would be truly

interefling, did not avarice, and the mofl

cruel injuftice, furnifh the fubjedl of the

picture.
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pldure. I had gone out with the Kam to

view this fpedacle, when an officer of the

guard, which formed a hne of circumval-

lation around the tent, came to acquaint

him, that a Noguais alked permilhon to

make a complaint to him. Krim-Gueray

confented ; and the Noguais, followed by

the fame officer, advanced towards uc^;

but uncertain, from the fimilitiide of our

pelices, to which of the two he fliould ad-

drefs himfeif, he appears difpofed to give

the preference to me, I was going, how-

ever, to retreat, to put an end to his em-

barraffinent, but the Kam, who had ob-

ferved it^ making a fign to the officer to

let him remain in his error, drew back

himfeif, and ordered me to hear what he

had to fay. The cafe was a horfe which

had been loft, and of another which he

had ftolen in return, without being able

to juftify his pretended right of reprifal.

" What muft I anfwer ?'' fays I, to the

Kam ;
" Decide as you think proper,"

replied he, laughing. I pronounced, ac^

cordingly, the reftitution of the horfe

ftolen ;
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•flolen ; and was about to difmifs the par-

ties, when Krim-Gueray, who was amu-

fing himfelf with this pleaJantry, whifpers

me in the ear, not to forget the baflinado.

I immediately added, " I pardon thee the

baflinado thou haft merited." A fign from

the Kam, to carry my fentence into exe-

cution, proved to me that he was not dif-

pleafed at my mitigating his.

Every refearch that could be made after

the inhabitants of Adjemka, had hitherto

proved ineffedual ; and it was not until

two days after, at the moment of our de-

parture, on fetting fire to fome ftacks of

corn and forage, which concealed thefe

unfortunate people, that they came and

threw themfelves into the arms of their

enemies, to efcape the flames which were

deftroying their crops, and their habita-

tions. The order to burn Adjemka, was

executed with fuch precipitation, and the

fire caught all the thatched houfes with

fuch violence and rapidity, that we could

barely efcape ourfelves through the flames.

The atmofphere, loaded with aflies, and

vapour
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vapour of the melted fnow, after fome

time darkening the fun, formed, from the

combination of thefe different materials, a

greyifli j[hower of fnow^ which crafhed

between the teeth. . One hundred and

fifty villages, which were alfo confumed,

producing the fame effecl, extended this

cloud of cinders full twenty leagues into

Poland, where our arrival would alone

furnifh the folution of this phoenomenon.

The army marched for fo long a time in

this obfcurity, that feveral hours elapfed

before we. difcovered the defertion of a

large part of the Noguais of Yedefan,

who, being already joined by their fo-

ragers, were returning, at every hazard^

by the Defert, to avoid the ten per cent,

on their prizes, payable to their Sovereign^

The route of the army lying towards the

frontiers of the Polifh Ukraine, brought

the army to Crafnikow. This village^

fituated behind a marfhy ravine, contained

a fort of redoubt, in which the inhabi-

tants, aflifled by about a hundred foldiers,

at firft made fome refiftance ; but their

K5 dread
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dread of the flames foon obliged them to

fly into a neighbouringwood, from whence

they might annoy our troops with muf-

quetry, even in the village. To diflodge

them, Krim-Gueray, who went to the

head of the wood in perfon, ordered the

Sipahis, who were flill remaining, to be-

gin the attack. But thofe brave fellows,

whom the flay at Adjemka, and the inter-

miflion of the cold had again rendered in-

folent, were difperfed on the firfl fire. The

Inat CofTacks, drawn up behind us, ani-

mated by the prefence of the Sovereign,^

demanded, and obtained permifTion to at-

tack. Difmounting in an inftant, they

penetrate into the wood, hem in the party

who defend themfelves, kill about forty

of them, and make prifoners of all thofe

who were unable to efcape. During this

expedition, which only cofl: the CoflTacks

eight or ten men, and a few flight wounds

received by the Tartars, who were near

the Kam, that Prince, fired with indigna-

tion at the cowardice of the Turks, was

converfmg with me on the fubjedl, and

predicting
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predicting the humiliation which it mud
neceflarily bring upon the Ottoman em-

pire.

Occupied with this idea, he was flill on

horfeback at the entrance of the village,

when he perceived a Turk, of the race of

Emirs, who was coming on foot from the

wood, carrying a head in his hand. " Look
at that rafcal," faid he ; "he is coming

to fpoil my fupper ; but obferve him well;

he dares fcarcely touch the head, now that

he has cut it off," The Emir arrives;

throws his trophy at the feet of the

Prince's horfe, and pronounces, with em-

phafis, his wifhes, " That all the enemies

of the Emperor of the Tartars, may fuffer

the fame fate as the one he has juft been

deftroying." Krim-Gueray, however, had

by this time, difcovered in this head, the

features of one of his own Coifacks.

—

"Wretch!" fays he, to the Emir, " how

did'fl thou kill him ? Dead as he is, thoa

art afraid of him; living, he would have

eat thee! It is one of my Inats, killed at

the attack of the wood: Who helped thee

to cut off his head—to affift thee in deceiv-

ing
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ing me ? Thou wouldefl: not thyfelf, have

had the courage!'' The Turk, difcon-

certed, drives to defend himfelf; he in-

fills, and has the hardinefs to affert, that

he killed the man himfelf, and that he was

an enemy. " Examine his arms, then,"

fays the Prince j—knife, fabre, piftols,

every thing was examined on the fpot, but

nothing indicated that he had killed him*

*' Knock down this pretended man of cou-

rage," cries Krim-Gueray. An officer of

the guard, giving him a flight ftroke with

his whip, was defirous of fparing the

wretch, at the fame time that he fatisfied

his mailer's anger. But the Turk, proud

®f his rank of Emir, the fole privilege of

which, in Turkey, is never more thanre-

fpedfully to take off the head drefs of fhe

perfon to be beaten, exclaims with info-

lence againll this affault upon his perfon.

The fury of the Kam could no longer be

reflrained: " Cut the green turban, with

your whips, upon the rafcal's head !" This

order, pronounced in a firm tone of voice,

which allowed ofno further palliation, was

executed
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executed with a feverity more cruel than

death itfelf. This execution had a great

elFed on the Sipahis, who, after refufing

to fhare with the Tartars in the fatigues of

the incurfion, ufed to watch their return^

and frequently rob them, with piilols at

their heads, of the flaves they were bring-

ing back ; and, after dragging thefe

wretched people about with them for

fome time, tired of the trouble, cut them

in pieces, to get rid of them.

The Kam propofed attacking the little

town of Sibiloff, fituated behind the wood^

at about a league and a half diftant from

us, the next morning ; but from the report

of prifoners, the garrifon appearing too

ftrong for him to carry it, without can-

non, he only permitted fome volunteers to

go there, whilfl: he, at the head of his ar-

my, bent his courfe tow^ards Bourky, in

Poland.—The cannon of Sibiloff, which

we heard on our march, could not hinder

the Tartar detachment from burning the

fuburbs, and making a great number of

flaves. All the villages in our line of

march
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march underwent the fame fate ; and the

Tartars, more difpofed to get poflefTion of

the perfons of the inhabitants, than to flu-

dy diflinctions refpeding the boundaries

of Poland, continued their ravages far be-

yond the prefcribed limits. But although

the orders of the Kam could not, at firft,

check the avidity of the Tartars, which

purpofely confounded the inhabitants of

New Servia with thofe of the Polifh Uk-

raine, the meafures adopted by the Prince

at length produced the defired effe£l; be-

fides that, punifliment always very nearly

followed the offence.

To infure the refpeft due to the Repub-

lic of Poland, the main body of the army

always encamped in the environs of the

villages, living on their own provifions ;

and the Turks, for whom it was abfo-

lutely neceffary to procure lodgings, hav-

ing dared to fet fire to fome houfes, were

feverely puniflied. A rough calculation of

the flaves carried ofFby the army, amount-

ed to 20,000 : the cattle were innumera-

ble. We could only proceed by flow

marches 5
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marches ; and the neceffity of watching

the condud: of the Tartars, determined

Krim-Gueray to march in feven columns.

In every village where we halted, our

lodgings, marked with chalk, left the Sipa-

his the choice of fuch houfes as were not

occupied by the Kam, and his attendants.

The Prince had given orders that mine

Ihould be always near his. I enjoyed this

advantage very quieily for feveral- days,

until an Alay-Bey *, who, doubtlefs, had

not been able to find apartments in the

town worthy to receive him, very gravely

enters my lodgings, followed by two Sipa-

his, carrying his baggage. I aik him what

he wants ?—" Don't diflurb yourfelf,"

fays he, coolly, and feats himfelf on a fort

of eflrade, between two cufhions, which

he never quitted, and afks for his pipe.—

In vain did I obferve to him that thefe

lodgings were defigned for me ; that we

could not both occupy them ; that I could

not be far from the Sovereign, nor he from

his troop. No argument has any weight

with

* Colonel of the Arnaout Sipahis.
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with him ; he has taken up his quarters,

and is immoveable. I had no other re-

fource than to apply to the Seli6i:ar to free

me from this difagreeable intruder. The

Sehdar comes immediately, under pre-

tence of paying me a vifit, and afks the

Colonel, on entering, how long he has

been acquainted with me ? The other, not

at all difconcerted, replies, that he is come

to make acquaintance with me, by lodg-

ing there. " It was at the attack of the.

wood," fays the Captain of the Guards,

ironically, " that you (hould have made

acquaintance with us; we ihould then have

received you very cordially ; but to-day,

you mufl withdraw:—and, take my ad-

vice, not to wait until the Kam, inform-

ed of your condud, makes you feel his

difpleafure."—" I know," replies the of-

ficer, " all his power ;—to take off my

head ;—he has only to fay the word;—he

may do that, if he pleafes ; but I will ne-

ver go out of this houfe alive, before the

army marches."—This was his definitive

refolution, and nothing could fhake him.

Enraged



BARON D E T O T T. 209

Enraged at this madman, the Selit^ar quit-

ted me, to inform Krim-Gueray of what

had pafled.—I immediately received an in-

vitation to wait upon him ; and I found

him giving fuch orders as made me trem-

ble. Long irritated againfl the cowardice

and bad difcipline of the Turks, the info-

lence of my Alay-Bey exhaufted his pa-

tience. I was only fent for, in fa£l, to

give him an opportunity of flriking the

intended blow. The Kam was inclined to

extend his rigour to the whole body of

Sipahis, and could only be retrained by

the fear of lying under the imputation of

prejudice. Whilfl he was hefitating in

this refpe^:, I was determined to do every

thing in my power to leave the Colonel

quiet, whofe motto certainly was not

—

' To conquer^ or to die ;'—but, ' Tojleepj

or die.' I urged, that my complaint might

have been improperly explained ;—that I

v/as the perfon to be heard ;—and hav-

ing, at length, fucceeded in amufmg the

Kam with remarks on the ridiculous ob->

ftinacy of the Arnaouts, I made my parti-

cular inflance difappear under the general

obfervation..
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obfervation. The order was revoked, with

the obliging condition that I fliould no

more quit his tent.

The army laden with the plunder of

New Servia, regulating its march.by that

of the cattle, was ilowly approaching the

frontiers ; and the Tartars, always infa-

tiable, were taken up with various attempts

to elude the vigilance of the Kam, in order

to increafe their booty, by marauding,

when it was flri<f(:ly prohibited, under pain

of the fevercfl; puniflnnent. The dark

colour, however, of the Tartar drefs was

too eafily diftinguifliable at a diftance on

the fnow, to favour the flratagems of the

plunderers. Some Noguais were detached

to turn a Polifh village, behind which

they were about to conceal themfelves,

when the Kam, paffmg along the edge of

a wood, on a flat piece of ground, which

overlooked the plain, difcovered fome of

thefe marauders. He gave immediate or-

ders to his Selictar to go in perfon, with

four Seimens, to fcour the village, and

bring him fuch of the Noguais as he fhould

find
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find in the fad ofplundering. The gloomy
air with which Krim-Gueray gave this

order announced an intended example.

—

Already did the Selidar, who went full

fpced to the fpot, to execute his orders,

make his appearance, bringing back with

him a Noguais, and a piece of linen, and

a couple of handfuls of wool, which he

had taken. Interrogated by his Sovereign,

the marauder confeffes his faults, admits

that he was acquainted with the rigour of

the orders againfl this rapine, offers no-

thing in his defence, aflvs no favour, tries

to interefl nobody in his behalf, and coolly

awaits his fentence, without difplaying

either infolence or weaknefs. " Let him

difmount, and tie him to a horfe's tail, to

be dragged until he dies ; and let a crier,

following him, inform the army of the

crime which has incurred this punifh-

ment." To this dreadful fentence pro-

nounced by the Kam, the Noguais makes

no other reply than by difmounting from

his horfe, and approaching the Seimens

who were to bind him j but there were

neither
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neither cords nor flraps . Whilil they were

looking for them, I attempt a word in his

favour ; Krim-Gueray's only anfwer was

by fharply commanding them to put an

end to thebufmefs, by making ufe of a bow-

firing. They tell him it is too jfhort.

" Well, let him pafs his head, then, through

the bow when it is bent." The Noguais

obeys ; follows the horfcman, who drags

him rapidly along, until, unable to keep'

pace with the trot of the horfe, he falls,,

and thus efcapes from the yoke by which

he is held. A frefli order from the Prince

remedies this deficiency.—" Let him hold

the bow with his hands,'* added he. The

criminal imm.ediately crofTes his arms, and

takes hold of it ; and the complete execu-

tion of this fentence, which condemned

the prifoner to be his own executioner, af-

fords, undoubtedly, an example of the

mod extraordinary fubmiffion ; it furpafles

all the flrange ftories which have been

related of the blind obedience to the or-

ders of the Old man of the Mountain §.

The.

§ Mr. "Rufin, who accompanied me, and who is

at
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The attention of Krim-Gueray to the

maintenance of good order in Poland, ex-

tended even to the religious woriliip of the

inhabitants ; and fome Noguais, convicled

of having mutilated a pidure reprefenting

Chrift, received a hundred ftrokes of the

baftinado, at the gate of the church, ^* We
muft teach the Tartars,'^ faid he^ " to re-

fpe6l the fine arts and the Prophets/'

Savran
\\
was nov^ the defired point, in

which town the diftribution of the booty

was to take place ; the different hords were

to be difmiffed, referving only the troops

of Bafs-Arabia, and where we were to be

freed from the rabble which furrounded us.

It was determined to remain there, and the

divifion of the fpoils was proceeded on the

day after our arrival ; but the flridefl at-

tention could not preventfome roguesfrom

getting their booty out of the way of the

ten per cent, duty, payable to the Sove-

reign. But, notwithftanding the frauds,

the

at prefent ProfefTor in the Royal Academy at Paris,

was, as well as niyfelf, a witnefs to this incredible

faa.

II A town in Poland, in the Palatinate ofEruklaw.
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the Prince ftill received for his fhare near

two thoufand flaves, which he made pre-

fents of to the firfl comer. I was necef-

larily prefent at thefe tranfadions, and

perceiving the Hberality of the Kam in this

particular, I reprefented to him, that if he

continued, he would foon dry up the fource

of it.

Krim-Gucray

.

There will always be enough left for me,

my friend ; the age of defi^-e is part ; but I

have not forgot you : far from your ha-

rem^ marching over deferts, and braving

the rigour of the climate with us, it is but

juft that you fhould have your fhare. I

defign for you fix beautifulyoung boys ; fuch,

in fhort, as I fhould make choice of for

myfelf.

Baron.

I am overcome with your bounty ; but

can one be worthy of a favour, without

feeling all its value ? I fhould be afraid of

not holding this prefent in fo much eflima-

tion as you feem to do.

Krim-
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Krim-Gueray.

It is by no means my wifli to bargain for

your gratitude : I make you a prefent of

thefe Haves ; they will give you pleafure,

and that is all I defire.

Baron*

But, your ferenity overlooks my fitua-

tion, which forms an infurmountable ob-

ilacle to my accepting them. Your flaves

are all Ruffians : How can I accept, as

ilaves, the fubjeds of a pow^r in friend-

' fhip with the Emperor my mafler ?

Krim-Gueray.

That reafon mofl certainly efcaped me ;

nor can I even conceive the principle on

which it is founded. Hoflility makes

flaves
J
friendfhip gives, and receives them

:

What have you to do with any thing elfe ?

I do not wifh, however, to difcufs your

duty : it is your bufmefs to fulfil it ; and,

to accommodate this matter between us,

I will fubftitute fix young Georgians, in

place of the fix Ruffians j that affiiir is

fettled.

Baron.
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Baron.

Not fo eafily as you imagine, Sir ; I

have ftill another intrenchment, difficult

to force.

Krim-Gneray.

What is that ?

Baron.

My religion.

Krlm-Gueray,

As for that fubjed, I fiiall take fpecial

care not to touch on it. You do very well,

doubtlefs, to conform to it j but admit, at

leaft, that it is very hard.

Baron.

I will do more ; I will confefs that hu-

man weaknefs very frequently goes aflray
;

for example, it is very poffible that I only

fliow myfelf fo fcrupulous, and fo attach-

ed to my duty, to-day, becaufe you offer

me nothing which tempts me to deviate

from it ; fix pretty girls
^

perhaps, might

have made me forget all my principles
;

aind, if we examine, with attention, we

ihall often find, that the moft fublime ef-

forts
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fons ofviftue det)end folely on the nature

df the teniptatibn.

L:;ai>i .:;i Krim-Gueray.

'^Th^t f ^perfe^lly comprehend ; and that

method of feducfcion would not have efcap-

ed me, had it been in my power to employ

it; but I, too^ have my religion, my
friend, which a'Hbws me to give ;;2^/^ flaves

to Chriftians,' and enjoins me to keep the

fernaltsy to make profelytes of them.

^TTdu think it 6f lefs confequence, then,

fcHmake mdie than female converts ?

'
'

•- Krim-Gueray.

'^6t at all ^ our great Prophet has fore-

fe6n every thing : this very diflinclion

proves it.
*- -^ '^ '^

Imuft confefs that I do not perceive the

difference; you will permit me, there-

fore, fimply to believe, that you are bet-

ter pleafed with pretty girls,

Krim-Gueray,

No, I affure you ; but I a(5l in obedience

to a law, founded on reafon, Man, in

Vol, IL L fad.
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fadt, being from his nature independent,

even in the (late of flavery, retains a fecret

elafticity, which can hardlj be reflrained

by fear ; he feels his powers^ and is go-

verned by his moral fenfe.: God alone can

influence his mind .; in your country, in

mine, he jnay be equally enlighted ; the

converfion ofman is atall times a miraclQ-^l

thj^t of a woman, on the contrary, is th,e

moll natural, and the mofl fimple affair in

the world : women are always of the re-

ligion of their 4overs. Yes, my friend,

love is the great jnifrionary .; when he ap-

pears, there is an .end to -every difpute.

Nordid I difpute any longer this flrange

pofition, which is only applicable, doubt-

lefs, to women in a flate of flavery.

After difl:ributing thegreatefl: part of the

flaves which had fallen to his fliare, and

fent off the Noguais, the Kam direded his

march towards Bender j but if the dimi-

nution of the army difencumbered us on

our march, the Prince's generofity threw

a frefli impediment in the way of fo

fpeedy a return as he defired. In fact, the

Sultans,
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Sultans, and the Miniflers, reduced, here-

tofore, to their camp equipage, now pof-

fefled, from their mafter's liberality, a fu-

perfluity, which prevented them from

marching with fo much celerity. The

Kadi-Lefker, the moll infatiable, as well

as the moll artful in pulhing his preten-

fions, was confequently poiTelTed of the

greatefl fhare of the plunder. Curious to

examine his proceedings in the midll of

his abundance, I went one evening to fee

him.

Thi« great Judge, venerable from his

age, and the whitenefs of his beard, care-

lefsly llretched on the carpet, dellined for

the five prayers, was very differently em-

ployed ; he was at that moment contem-

plating with a greedy eye, and a malicious

finite, forty or fifty flaves, of different

ages ; who, colleded round a ftove, form-

ed a groupe of figures of both fexes, all

with their eyes fixed on him. " I wifn you

joy," faid I, on entering, " of the fuc-

cefs of a war by which, itfeems, you have

been a confiderable gainer.'*

L 2 The
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^he Kadi-Lejker,

You fee, indeed, that the Kam has treat-

ed me handfomely ; but you know, like-

wife, that one mufl be poflefled of his

riches, to enjoy what he has gjven me.

Baroru

Gn the Kam's principles, however, re-

:fpe<^ing the converfion of the women, he

has reckoned upon you, I imagine, to

make fome profelytes.

The Kadi-LeJJier.

I was examining, when you came in,

which of thefe faces is the handfomeft.

Do you take a look, and fee if we fhall

agree in our choice.

Baron,

1 have already made mine* That pretty

girl, (landing on that bench, with her

^flender ihape, her modell air, and her foft

looks, has my vote.

Th£ Kadi'LeJket.

For my part, \ prefer that round face,

full of colour j and I will anfwer for it,

that the little rogue will be charming in a

page's drefs. I own to you, that the (lender

make
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make with which you are captivated,

ftrikes me only as a want of em hon point.

Baron.

In that cafe, I am no longer forry for

you, for ihe is the only one who can be

reproached with that fault \ but I fee there

fome very young ones j can you tell me at

what age one begins to convert them ; and

if the Noguais, v.'hofe adivity va carrying-

off girls 1 have been witnefs to, are not ia

too great hafte to marry them ?

neKadi'LeJker.

No ; • the Tartars, on the contrary, are

very fcrupulous in that refpe^t.

Baron.

But fcrupulous as they are. Sir, they

cannot interrogate their flaves about their

age, and even that knowledge would be

infufficient.

rhe Kadi'LeJker,

They have a better method of quieting

their confciences. Fll tell you what it is :

if they are in doubt about the flrength of

a young girl, they pretend to be out of

humour, terrify her, and oblige her to faye

herfelf
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herfelf by flight ; and when fhe begins to

run, they throw one of their caps at her,

the fhock of which, without hurting her,

is fufficient to make her fall, if fhe be

weak ; in this cafe they refped her ex-

treme youth, comfort her for the fall, and

wait patiently till fhe is flrong enough to

withfland this proof*

Baron.

I doubt much, whether that be fufH-

cient ; but even in that cafe, can you always

anfwer for the good faith of thofe who

make ufe of it ? " You may always rely

upon it," replied the Kadi-Lefker, " that

their cuftoms are more faithfully obferved

by a people whofe manners are fimple,

than the mofl rigorous laws are amongft

polifhed nations."

A fort of indifpofition, which I felt at

that moment, and which I attributed to

the fuffocating heat in the chamber of the

Kadi-Lefker, determined me to return

home ; but the fudden tranfition from fuch

an atmofphere, to a very piercing cold,

afFeded me fo violently, that I fell down
fenfelef?



fenfelefs on the fnow. I lay there fonle

time before one of the Judge's attendants

perceiving me, acquainted his mafter with

iti The afliftance, however, I received

froih them would have done but little, had

not Krim-Gueray, informed of my acci^

^ent, fent feme eau de luce by one of hivS

pages, which made me refpire. Notwith-

ftanding this aidy I was too feeble to walk,

home ; four Tartars carried me, and the

concern with which it affeded Meffrs. Ru-

fin and Conilillier, by awakening my fen-

fibility, aiTifled in recruiting my fpirits.-

We arrived next day at Bender, and the

Gbvernor came to meet us at fome diftance

from the town. At the Kam's approach,

this Vifir, followed-by a great retinue, gets

from his horfe, with his whole troop, ad-

vances towards the Prince, falutes him

profoundly, and turns round to march on

foot before ; but this mark of refpe£t paid,

he received permiflion, from Krim-Gueray,

to mount and accompany him to the Nisf-

ter, which feparated us from the fortrefs.

There we perceived a bridge of boats,

which
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\yhich.the Pachahad built v^ith greaft difii-

culty, being obliged to break the ice

which covered the river ; but all thefe at-

tempts to pay his court to the I'artar Sove-

reign were unfuccefsful ; nor could all the

arguments ofthe Vifir, prevail on thePrince

to pafs the bridge. " I crofs rivers," fays

he, " in a more oeconomical manner."

This was no fooner faid, than putting his

horfe into a trot> he forces the Pachay who

trembled at this pleafantry, to follow his

- example. The cracking of the ice, which

broke under us, was indeed enough to

make him regret his pontoons ; and the

Kam's arguments of their inutility, had

no weight v/ith him till he was frfely

landed on the oppofite ihore. Enuring this

palTage, the cannon ofthe place had begun

the falute, and Krim-Gueray entered

Bender under a general difcharge of ar-

tillery. He was lodged at the Governor's,

and he here difmilTed the remainder of his

troops, whilft his houfliold went on to

Kaouchan, to prepare for his reception ;

and where we all arrived, well fatisfied

with



BARON DE TOTT. 225

with theprofpedofrepofing ourfelves after

the fatigues of the campaign.

The news, however, we received from

Conilantinople, fromwhence the Ottoman

army was preparing to begin its march

towards the Danube, did not promife the

Tartars any long inadion. In the midfl

of the pleafures by which Krim-Gueray

delighted to unbend his mind, his forefight

would not allow him to overlook the ne-

ceflary orders for colleding frefh troops,

and he thought it neceflary to move him-

felf towards Kotchim, that the Grand Vifir

might be obliged to keep at a diftance y

and, in fad, the ignorance which uniform-

ly guided this Prime Minifter, flood iji

need of being counteraded by a man fo

powerful, and fo enlightened as the Kam,

who was not, as we have already feen, too

favourably difpofed towards Emin Pacha.

The latter, more circumfped in his dif-

content, and forced to hide the means of

manifefling it, was, on that account only^

a more dangerous enemy.

L5 In
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In the midft of thefe occupations, Krim

Gueray had more frequent returns of thofe

hypochondriac complaints to which he was

fubjed. Being alone with him during one

of thefe attacks, which he fupported with

impatience, I was ftriving to difluade him

from the ufe of empyric remedies, when

one Siropolo, who had already propofed one

to him, entered his apartment. This man,

born at Corfu, by religion a Greek, a

great chymift, phyfician to the Prince of

Wallachia, and his agent in Tartary, had,

in right of thefe titles, a free admiffion to

the Kam ; he did not let flip this opportu-

nity of offering the fuccour of his art, af-

furing-him, that one draught, by no means

difagreeable to the palate, would be fuffici-

ent to effed a radical cure. " On thofe

terms I confent," replied the Prince, and

the do6lor went out to comply with them.

I fhewed my uneafmefs fo plainly, that

Krim-Gueray, taking notice of it, fays to

me, fmiling, " What, my friend, you

are afraid ?"—" Undoubtedly,'* replied I

fliarply j
" refled on that man's fituation,

and
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and your own, and judge whether I am
wrong.'' " What nonfenfe !" faid he

j

" what goo J can I derive from.fuch an

examination ? A fmgle glance is fufficient :-

look at him—look at me, and fee whether-

the infidelwould dare 1" In vain, did I mak^-

ufe of the ftrongeft reprefentations, until

the phyfic arrived ; and thequicknefs with

which it removed the Kam's indifpofition,

only added to my fears. His fituation the

next day increafed my fufpicions : fcarcely

had he ftrength enough to appear in pubi-

lie
J
but the art ofthe phyfician, by pro-

nouncing it- a- falutary crifis,^ madethe

fymptom pafafcF' the fore-runner ofthe

cure. Mrim-'Gueray^ however, went out

of his harem no more y .and juftly alarmed

for his ntuation, and the fafety of his M?.-

nifters, by^ makings them partake of my
fears, I previailed on them to m-akie Stropoh

appear, to fignify to him, that his life de-

pended on that of their mafter ; but this

chymid knew the charaifter of his judges

well enough to be convinced, that their

ambition would foon be lefs occupied with

their
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their dead mafler, than with .the perfon

who was to be his fucceflbr. No menaces

gave him the leaft concern ; we wete with-

out hopes, and I had no expedation of

again feeing the Kam, when he fent to me
to come and fpeak to him. Introduced

into his harem, 1 found there fevetal ofhis

women, whofe grief, and the general con-

fternation, had made them negledto with-

draw. I entered the apartment where

Krim-Gueray was lying : He had juft

finifhed different difpatches with the Di-

van Effendi |. Shewing me the papers

which were lying round him, " See

there," faid he, " my laft work ; and my
laft moments I have referved for you ?'*

But foon perceiving that my greateft efforts

could not conceal the poignancy ofmy for-

row, " Let us feparate,'' added he ;
" your

fenfibility would melt me, and I will try

to go to ileep more gaily !" He then made

a fign to fix muficians, at the bottom of

his chamber to begin their concert, and I

learnt, an hour after, that this unfortu-

X Secretary of the Council.

nate
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nate Prince breathed his laft to the found

oi mufic. It is unneceffary for me to fay,

what regret was occafioned by the lofs of

him, nor how much I was myfelf afflidled.

The afflidion was general, and terror

even took fuch poffeflion of men's minds,

that they who llept the preceding evening,

in the moft perfed fecurity, thought the

enemy was already at their gates.

.. Whilft the Divan, immediately aflem-

bled, was difpatching different meffengers,

delivering over the authority of the inter-

regnum to a Sultan, and making prepara-

tions for the funeral of Krim-Gueray, Si-

ropolo obtained, without difficulty, a paff-

portj and the neceffary order for poft*

horfes, to return quietly to Wallachia.

The fymptoms of poifon appeared very

manifeft, however, on embalming the

body
J
but the prefent intereft of that

Court, ftifled every idea of vengeance, and

of the punifhment of the offender. The

Prince's body was carried into the Crimea,

in a coach hung with mourning, drawn by

fix horfes, caparifohed with black cloth ;

fifty
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fifty horfemen, a number of Mirzas, and

a Sultan, who commanded the efcort, were

alfo in mourning ; and it is remarkable,

that the cuftomis no where in ufe through-

out the Eaft, but amongft the Tartars.

The great fatigue I had fo long under-

gone, together with the uncertainty of my
fituation after this event, made me very

readily adopt the idea of going to Conftan-

tinople, to wait fuch further orders as

might be given me : a part ofmy houfhold

was ftill at Badcheferay, the other part I

had left at Kaouchan with Mr. Rufin,

charge d'affaires 5 and I fet out with my
fecretary, a furgeon, a fervant, and the

Bachetchoader of the Kam, who had di-

rections to conduct me, and was provided

with the neceifary orders. We were in the

Tartar drefs, and our baggage was in cha-

racter ; we had fcarcely enough to load

one horfe, which the poftillion led in hand,

and which we followed, riding pofl ; but,

notwithftanding the quick trot ofthe Tar-

tar pofl-horfes, the diftance of the differ-

ent relays prevented me from travelling

more
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more than fifteen leagues the firfl day. It

was Hill day-light when we arrived in the

village of Bafs-Arabia, which my conduct-

or made choice offor our abode ; he made
me ftop in the middle of a place, furround-

ed by houfes,andI remarked, that each in-

habitant, {landing at his door, kept his

eyes fixed on us, whilil the Tchoadar,

flaring about him, examined one after

another. " Well," faid I, to him, " where

are we to lodge ? Nobody feems to be

paying any attention to that."—" I beg

your pardon," replied he ; " every body

is expelling, and wifhing to have the pre-

ference : by choofing the houfe you like

beft, you will be fure to make fomebody

happy." During this converfation, I ob-

ferved an old man, (landing alone at his

door ; his venerable air interefled me ; I

decided in his favour, and had no fooner

made this choice, than all the inhabitants

returned into their houfes. The earneft-

nefs of my new landlord teflified his fatis-

fadion : fcarcely had he introduced me
into a low room, neatly fitted up, before

he
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he produced his wife and his daughter,

both of them with their faces uncovered §.

The firfl carried a bafon and ewer, the fe-

cond a towel, which fhe threw over my
hands, when I had wafhed them. In(lru(5t-

ed by my guide, i^fubmitted, without diffi-

culty,

§ We have feen that the law of Namekrem, of

which I have fpoke in the Preliminary Difcourfe, is

not fcrupuloiifly obferved amongft the Tartars. The
reader niuft have remarked alio, amongfl: that peo-

ple, a great number of cuftom^ which Teem to point

out the origin of thofe cuftoms which are analogous

to them amongft ourfelves. Cannot we trace out the

origin of tiie nuptial crown, and the fugar-plumbs,

which are conuiion ai the marriages of the European

nations, from tlie manner in which the Taitars be-

llow the marriage portion on the daughters ? They
cover them with millet : in the origin of all focieties,

grain mufthave been the received en;b!em of riches ;

in this light* they placed a flat difli, of about a foot in

diameter, on the head of the new married woman i

they ftretched a veil over her head, which defcended

to her fhoulders; after this they poured millet on the

trencher, which, fpreading all around her, formed a

cone, whofe bafe became proportioned to the fize of

the bride : her dowry was not complete until the py-

ramid of millet reached up to the trencher, the veil

dill allowing her to breath. This cuftom was not

favourable to little peifons j they content themfclves*

therefore?
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/\A>tty;>m-"0v-a'y thing which hofpitality

didated to thefe good people. After order-

ing the fupper, and leaving the women to

get it ready, the old man, who until then

had taken me for aMifza, undeceived by

the Tchoadar, came to make an apology

for his inability to give rrie proper accom-

modations. My anfwer relieved him ; and

being defirous of afking him queilions re-

fpedingthe objeds around me, I made him

fit down, and Imoke, and take coffee with

.me, which was brought me by my fet-

vant. This little civility, which he cer-

tainly would not have experienced from

a Mirza, difpofed him to enter into con-

verfation. I defired him to tell me why,

for the fole purpofe of hofpitality, they

fubjefted themfelves to a cuftom, ofwhich

he

therefore, at prefent, with eftlmating the number of

meafures of millet that a girl is worth. But the

Turks and the Anirenians, who calculate in gold and

filver, dill preferving, however, the tuftonv of the

trencher and the veil, throw pieces of money on the

'bride, which they call " Spreading millet."—Why
^riay not the nuptial crown, and the fugar pluinbsi,

i^^Sp i\\Q fime origin ?
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he experienced the inconvenience, and

which was capable of ruining the richefl

individual, if the choice of travellers hap-

ened to fall frequently upon him*

The Old Man,. - xij>ijj i;f>ii

The preference you have given m^, has

only made me feel the pleafure of obtain-

ing it. We confider hofpitality in the

light only of our advantage. The perfon

amongft us who fhould conflantly enjoy

that preference, would make others jea^

lous of him -, but we admit of no meafures

to fix the doubtful choice of the traveller.

Our anxiety to appear at our doors, is only

to fliow that the houfes are inhabited.—

This uniformity maintains the balance
j

and my favourable flars alone have procu-

red me thehappinefs of your company.

Baron,

Pray tell me, do you treat the firft co-

mer with the fame humanity ?

Old Man,

The only difference we make, is bygoing

to meet the unfortunate, who are always

timid, from diflrefs. In this cafe, the

pleafure



BARON DE TOTT. 2T,$

pleaiure of aflifling them is the privilege

of the perfon who can firft get hold of

them.

Baron,

It is impoflible more rigoroufiy to fulfil

the Law ofMahomet : but the Turks are

not always fuch fcrupulous obfervers of

the Coran.

Old Man,
Nor do we think we are obeying that

holy book by exercifmg fiofpitality. We
are men, before we become MuiTulmen

;

humanity has dictated our cufloms ; they

are far more ancient than the Law.

Baron,

I obferve, however, that you have fomc

modern cufloms : for example, that bed

with four pofts, the tefter f, the bedding,

this

t The form of the Tartar beds I have juft been

fueniloning, as well as that of the Grand Signior's

throne, which cortfifts likcwife of a bed with four

pofts, prefenls ciicumftances of analogy vhi'ch may

appear interefting When we confider that thefc go-

vernments n:uft have been Patriarchal, and that the

Tiirtars are in pofllffion of the nioft ancient annals of

this
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this table, thofe chairs, are they Tartar

furniture ? or are they only to be found

at your houfe ?

Old Man,
We knew no other.

Baron,

I am the more aftonifhed, fmce neither

the Moldavians, nor the Turks, have any

thing like them. I cannot conceive in

what way thefe European cuftoms can

have reached you. How happens it, that

you have not adopted the Turkifh furni-

ture, as well as your brethren of the

Crimea ?

Old Man.

You* fee accordingly fome cufhions,

which our forefathers knew nothing of.

—

this kind, as well as of many others, we fhall not be

aftonifhed that the form of the bed from which their

old men mufl naturally have pronounced their judg-

ments, fhould have been adopted, by way of model,

for the Oriental thrones ; and if we add to this remark,

the invafion of all Europe by people of Tartar origin,

we fhall add the explanation of the term Bed of juf-

tice J always employed in France, when the Sove-

reign Majefty difplays itfelf.

But
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But corruption muft neceffarily make lefs

progrefs amongft us than in Crimea, where

our Sultans fhew the example of the Turk-

ifti effeminacy, in which they are brought

up in Romelia.

Bar071.

I feel perfectly this diftindion ; but ftill

it throws no light on the origin of the

pieces of European furniture I find here,

Old Man.

Nothing, however, can be more flrong-

ly marked than the origin you are fearch-

ing after ; thefe family moveables cannot

be European ; we are the elder branch

;

it is your furniture that is Tartariai).

This anfwer further excited my curio-

fity ; I multiplied my queftions, and had

the pleafure to hear my landlord confirm

every conjecture I had myfelfalready made

on the fubjeft. He informed me, like-

wife, that the Tartars on the Cafpian fea,

and thofe beyond it, preferved the fame

cufloms.

The defire of fleeping on the borders of

the Danube, obliged us to fet out very

early.
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early. At my departure, my hod proved

himfelf true to the principles he had pro-

fefTed ; it was impoflible forme to pre-

vail on him to receive the prefent I intend-

ed to make him, for his kind reception.

We arrived at Ifmahel *, from whence

I could not cafl: my eyes on the oppofite

fide of the Danube, without thinking of

the furly infolence of the Turks, amongfl

whom I was to be next day. The neigh-

bourhood already partook of the infolence

of their manners ; and this depofitory of

the commerce between the Turks and the

Tartars, no longer exhibited that good-

fellowfhip,and that frank fimplicity, which

characterize the latter. Far from there

finding obliging hofts, ready to aflift you,

one is delivered into the hands of induflri-

ous, and greedy Jews, who are to be

found in every fpot of the earth where

there is a profpeft of gain, and they are

fuffered to live,

• A town of Bafs Arabia, on the left hank, n^ar

?he mouth of the Danube,

Befides
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Befides the favourable fituation of Ifma-

'he^, as a depofitory for the tranfportion

of corn by the Danube, that town enjoys

a pectiliar advantage, arifing from its in-

duftry in the fabrication of the (kins of

fhagr^ens, which we call Turkey fhagreen.

Around this town are to be feen large

fjpacesfet apart for ihe preparation ofthefe

fkins. Firft, they are worked like parcK-

meht; after which, they are fufpended in

the air by four flicks, which flretch them

horizontally, and prepare them to receive

the impreffion of a fmall feed, of a very

aftringent quality, with which they are

covered ; and after a certain time, the

fhagreens are found in a perfeft flate of

preparation.

We had two branches of the river to

pafs before we could reach the other fide,

and It was fcarcely day-break, when the

ferry-boat landed us on the ifland, through

the middle of which wecrofTed diagonally

for four leagues, to arrive at the fecond

branch, over againft Tultcha, a Turkifh

fortrefs, fituated a little below the jundion.

After



240 M E MO IRS O F 3' K K

After providing ourfelves with horfeis at

this pl^ce, we continued our journ^ey

through a forefl, in which the p^ililioii;

warned us to be upon our guard* IJut ij;>

ftruck me, that five Tartars couH ifietet

be an objedt to excite the avidity of the

Governor's fon, and a few gentlernen of

his age, who, according to our guide's ac-

count, amufed themfelves with ftripping

the paflengers. We thought ourfejlveSfput

of danger ofthefe tricks, when, on com-

ing out of the wood, we met a horfeman,

well drefled, well mounted, and follpwed

by a ruffian, both of thCiPa.CQveriecl.with

arms, in a manner truly ridiculous. Two
carbines, three pair of piftols, twofabres,

and three or four great knives, made thefe

fellows imagine they had formidable ap-

pearance ; added to this ftrange warlike

apparatus, they aflumed a tone of info-

I^nce, defigned, doubtlefs, to frighten

timid people, and to enable them to judge

whether it would be prudent for them to

begin the attack. We faluted them civilly,

when they were within hail, and their

firft
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firfl: ad of hoftility was by not anfwering,

concluding,from our tamenefs in receiving

this fort of infult, that a few bravadoes

would render us tradable, the rafcal who

appeared to be the chief, takes a piftol out

of his armory, puflies on his horfe, and

kept wheeling round us ; but tired, at

length, of feeing that the fellow wanted

to frighten us, and reiiefting likewife, that

the opinion of our timidity might lead him

to take fome (leps which would oblige us

to kill him, I thought it better to get rid of

him by correding his ideas, [quitted, in

confequence, our little troop, and, piflol in

hand, I enter the lifts with this prancing

gentleman. Struck with this manoeuvre,

he flackens his evolutions :
—^' Your horfe

appears to me to be well broke," fays I to

him, laughing, " but if he is of a good

kind, he will (land fire ;—let us try :"

—

On which, I fired clofe to his ears ; the

animal begins to rear, the cavalier thrown

away his arms, to hold by the mane, his

cap falls off, and I left him in this fmati

confufion, which operated as a fufficient

Vol. 1L M corredicn
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correction to them, and we quietly pur-

fued our journey.

After pafTing the plains ofDobrodgan |,

I obferved that the ground, which rifes

gradually towards the foot of the moun-

tains which feparated us from Thrace, pre-

femed, every where, great beds of marble,

which feemed to ferve as a bafis to the

Balkan |. We penetrated into thefe moun>-

tains by a defile, where the Kamtchikfouy,

{the River of the Whip) has its rife. This

torrent, conftantly fed by the fprings of

frefli water, falling in its courfe from one

rock to another, has fo many windings,

that it muft be crofTed feventeen times be-

fore one arrives at the bottom of the defile,

where we began to afcend the mountains

by very difficult roads. We (topped to

pafs the night in. a village fituated about

f A province of Turkey In Furope, between the

Dinube and the Thiacian mountains, celebrated for

a fmall breed ofhorfes, nvuch efteenied by the Turks,

from their being all pacers.

X The name given by the Turks to the mountains

o' Thrace ; arcl, in gsneral, to the higheft chains of

mountains.

the
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the middle region, and had begun to take

fome repofe, when it was interrupted by

the noife of a numerous cavalcade. This

was the new Calga Sultan, brother to

Dewlet-Gueray, jufl named by the Porte

to fucceed Krim-Gueray on the throne of

the Tartars. That Prince, who thought

I was dill at Kaouchan, no fooner heard

that I was in the fame village, than he

fent for me, to wait upon him. He told

me that the Ottoman army was in march

;

and after expreffing fome regret at the dif-

ference of our routes, concluded by pre-

vailing on me to go a little out of my vv^ay,

to Serai §, to fee his brother, the new

Kam. " He is preparing to fet out," add-

ed he, " and I hope, that by determining

you to return with us, he will make you

forget a lofs which you have thought irre-

parable." .In fad;, I did not believe that

the lofs of Krim-Gueray was eafily to be

repaired. JBut J refolved, without diffi-

culty, to vifit the dependencies of the Tar-

§ f\ tov/n In Ronielia, dependent on tke Tartar

S^iltans.

M 2 tar
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tar Sultans, that by feeing the manner of

livmg in Romelia, I might complete my
inquiry into every thing which concerns

that nation.

We had dill to crofs the highefl chain

of the mountains of the Balkan. The fight

of their different flrata, and the variety of

the rocks, which it feems to have coft

Nature an effort to rend afunder, to difco-

ver the marks of the treafures they con-

tain, prefent at every flep, thofe great

characters, which enlarging our ideas of

the origin of Nature, call upon us to con-

template her works with additional interefl

and ardour. I faw in that part of the

jnountalns, the ruins of ancient caflles.

—

I there obferved, too, numerous excava-

tions, fimilar to thofe I have remarked in

the Crimea, and which, no doubt, are in

the Balkan, likewife, fo many monuments

of tyranny.

Having reached the upper regions of

thefe mountains, we found there abun-

dance of violets, whofe flems and leaves,

hid under the fnov/, formed a carpetting,

as
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as ftriking, as it was agreeable. Continu-

ing our route, we fell in with that newly

traced out by the Ottoman army. Its di-

redlion was towards Yflakche. This route,

marked out only by fome felled trees,

whofe trunks were left Handing two feet

from the ground, to fave trouble to the

workmen, promifed fome difficulty for the

paiTageofthe artillery. Two little mounds

of earth, raifed to the right and left of the

road, repeated at dated diftances, and al-

ways in fight of one another, were the

only marks in thefe plains to indicate the

route. I left this road at jfiT/Vy^-Kiliflic,

(the Forty Churches). Whilfl they were

providing horfes forme, there being noi>e

left at the poft-houfe, the Turk who oc-

cupied the place of pofl-mafler, endea-

voured to confole me for the delay.^--

He politely invited me to go up flairs wit^h

him, and after ordering a difh of heavy

coffee
J, he gave me, in the interim, a

pipe;

t Anexprc-ffion ofthe Tuiks, to fhow that they
do not fpare ccfFee. It is a very faife prejudice to

jpfip^e that the Tuiks are fend of weak ccfFee ; arc!

if



246 MEMOIRS OF THE

pipe ; and, to complete the regale, he gal-

lantly placed on the table a fmall piece of

wood of aloes. This done, my hod, bla-

ming the government for the inconveni-

encies I fuffcred, began to talk politics
;

but tired with his prattling, I invited him

to fmoke with me, in hopes that this em-

ployment would llacken his difcourfe ; on

this, he looks at his watch, reckons on

his fingers, and fays to me, " I will be

with you immediately."

A head, bending over his long neck,

the whole appearance of his perfon, which

was rather eccemric, had already made me
iufpc<^ that he was a lover of opium ; and,

infa£l, he pulled out of his pocket a little

box, with a great air of myftery ; he then

claps his hands, to call one of his people,

jfhows him his box, and this fignal imme-

diately produced both our coffee, and his

mailer's pipe, which was preceded by a

large glafs of cold water. The amateur

If they have given it weak to Tome Europeans, it only

proves, that they were not inclined to treat them

Jvell

fmiled
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fmiled at this fight, opens his box, takes

three pills, of the fize of three large olives,

rolls them, one after another, in his hand,

offers me as many, and on my refufal,

fwallows, with wonderful gravity, his

dofe of happinefs, which would certainly

have been fufficient to kill twenty perfons

amongft us. The time I was obliged to

wait for the horfes, gave me the opportu-

nity of examining the play of mufcles,

and the fallies of imagination, which were

the prelude to that ftate of drunkennefs in

which I left this happy Theriaki |.

We had now reached Romelia, and had

no fooner entered the patrimony of the

Jengis-Kan Princes, than I was flruck

with an appearance as rich, as it was dif-

ferent from the reft of the Ottoman em-

pire. Variegated productions in great

plenty, and well taken care of, countuy-

houfes, gardens beautifully fituated, a

number of villages, in each of which were

to be diftinguifhed themanfion of theLord,

and his plantations, rifmg up to the very

t Opfurn eater.

fummit
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fummit of the hills, diverfified the face of

the earth, and formed a general landfcape,

fin the European ftyle, the particular beau-

'lies-of which redoubled my aftoniflimem.

The town of Serai now prefented itfelf

to our view, as well as the palace of the

^am, where we arrived by a long avenue

in front of the buildings, and which con-

ducted us to the efplanade that feparates

the town from the caflle. Several ftreets,

terminating like the radii of a circle, were

prolonged into the plain by plantations,

and formed a flar, of which the firil court

of the palace occupied the centre. We
paffed this court, to arrive at the fecond,

where we alighted. I was firfl introduced

into the Seliftar's apartments, in one of

the wings. That officer, leaving me to a

few moments repofe, to take fome coffee,

which is the invariable cuftom, went to ac-

. quaint his mafter with my arrival, and pre-

fently returned, tocondud me to his audi-

ence. We paiTed through a large court-

yard, before vfc arrived at the \ying occu-

pied
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pied by Dewlet-Gueray. Surrounded by

a great number of courtiers, he appeared

to be more taken up with the growth of

his beard, which he was obhged to let grow

from the moment of his elevation to the

throne, than with the arduous fituation

he was about to fill. I have had an oppor-

tunity of knowing, from a long converfa-

tion with this Prince, that flill too young,

and perhaps of too feeble a charader to

tread in the footfteps of his uncle, Krim-

Gueray, he has no other ambition than to

devote himfelf entirely to the views of the

Grand Vilir.

It was too late for me, when I quitted

the new Kam, to think of proceeding on

my journey ; I accepted the offer which

was made me, therefore, to pafs the night

in the Palace, the more readily, becaufe

the Seliclar who had charge of me, ap-

peared to be of an amiable difpofition, and

fufficiently informed to refolve the quef-

tions I wifhed to alk him on every thing

that had excited my attention. He in-

formed
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formed me, that this province, given as a

patrimony to the family of Jengis-Kan,

and divided into feparate territories, fecu-

red to each member of that family heredi-

tary pofTeiTions, independent of the Porte,

and in which the right of afylum is invio--

lable. What was originally an acceflary

to this grant, has eventually become the

principal objed. There is not a rafcal in

the Ottoman empire, who does not here

find impunity, provided he has where-

withal to pay the Sultan who proteds

him. To thefe windfalls, which are fre-

quent, and the profits of which are collect-

ed in ready money, may be added, the

tenths, the poll-tax, and the other doma-

nial rights. The fortune of thefe Princes

is further augmented by the produce of the

employments fucceffively poflefl'ed by them

in Crimea ; but this emolument, limited

hj the Porte to the fole defcendants of Se-

lim-Gueray, gives them a pre-eminence,

from their opulence, over the Sultans of

the other branches of that family, who,

reduced
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reduced to live on their patrimony, have

vegetated, until this day, in the greateft

mediocrity*.

I left

• Selim-Gueray, who reigned at theendoftha
laff, and at the beginning ot the prefent century, af-

ter faving by his valour, the Turkilh army, on the

point of finking under the combined force of the

Germans, the Poles and the Muicrvites, refufed the

Ottoman throne, on which the foldiery wiflied to

elevate him ; and the Grand Signior, to recompenfe

the bravery and difintereftednefs of the deliverer, fet-

tled the throne of the Tartars on his defcqndants, to

the prejudices of the other Princes of the Jengi«-Kan
family. SeHm Gueray obtained, alfo, the privilege

of iD^king the pilgrimage oi Mecca, which no Prince

of that Houfe had hitherto obtained. The Porte, in

fadt, mi^ht have realon tojear. that, at fuch a dif-

tance,they would excite the people to revolt in their

favour ; but vSelim-Gueray's corduO could infpire no
diffidence He made this pious jcurney, and his de-

fcendants have lubflituted ihe furname of Hadgi,

(Pilgniii) for that of Tchoban, (Shepherd) common
to all the fauiily ; and which is ftill preferved by the

other branches

We fliall be curious, alfo, to invef^igate the origin

of the furnatre of Gueray—always borne by the

reigning Prince in Tartary. The tradition is, that

one of the great vafTals, whpfe name, and the ara of

his crime, are neither of them preferved, after form-

ing the proje6l of ufurping the throiie of his mafters,

and
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I left Serai ; and the circuit I had been

forced to make to get there, having given

time for the Turkilh army to pafs Pazand-

gik, I met with nobody but flragglers,

when I got once more on the dire£l road

to Conftantinople ; but the dead bodies

with which it was ftrewed, the plundered

ftate

and taking the necefTary meafures, gave orders for the

niafTicre of all the Jeng's-Kan Princes ; but that a

faithful fubjed, availing hinifelf of the tumult, had

the addrefs to withdraw, without the knowledge of

the afllifliRS, one of thofe Princes, then in his cradle,

and that he entrufted this treafure, and the fecret, to

a Shepherd of the name of Gueray, whofe probity was

univerfally acknowledged. The young Jengis, brought

up under the name of Gueray, faw, without knowing,

it, his inheritance a prey to tyranny, whilfl: his fup-

pofed father, occupied only with a country life, w?.s

waiting the moment when the public hatred /hould

be fo matured, as to revolt ihe Tartars againft the

ufurper. The Prince had attained the age of twenty

when that event took place. The old Shepherd

always refpe^ted, faw the confpiiacy ripen, animated

the confpirators, piefented his Sovereign to the peo-

ple ; and, after the death of the tyrant, reeftabliflied

him on the throne of his anceftors.

Hitherto the new Kam had no other clains to go-

vern them, in the eyes of the people, than the tefti-

fiiony of a refpedlable old man indeed, but who might

m
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ftate of the villages, and the general defo-

lation of the whole country, loudly pro-

claimed the horrible diforders which ac-

companied its progrefs. Bodies ofcavalry,

and infantry were joining the army in each

other's footfteps, without officers, or the

fmallefl appearance of difcipline. The lit-

tle bands we met with, appeared only to

Vol. II. N be

i\\\\ be fufpetted of at'ting from motives of ambition.

His difmtereftednefs foondiffipated every injurious fuf-

picion. Culled to the foot of the throne, to re-

ceive the reward of the mod fignal fervice, he refufes

all the honours v/hlch are offered him^ and wifhes for

no other favour, than to immortahze his zeal, by

rendering his name immortal. From that moment

he returned to keep his flocks : the Kam governed

under the name of Tchoban Gueray, (Shepherd Gue-

ray) ; and the furname of Gueray is preferved,to this

day, through all the fuccefllon of Tartar Sovereigns,

as well as that of Shepherd, (Tchoban). TheTurkifh
hiftorians differ on this point, and their compilations

would throw a doubt on the Tartar tradition, did not

the palpable falfehoods in the Ottoman hiftories, re-

fpefling the mod recent fa6ts, oblige us to reje(5l the

opinion of the Turkifli annalifts : They pretend that

the name of Gueray was borne by one of the younger

branches of Jengis-Kan ; but the origin of the pro-

per name is not ih much the queftion, as that of the

epithet Shepherd. Now, we cannot trace the origin

of that name, but ffoni the above tradition,
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be got together to fquabble amongfl them-

felves ; to fire away, right or wrong ; to

amufe themfelv^s with the various acci-

dents arifmg from their wantonnefs ; to

murder fome unhappy Chriflians ; to ima-

gine their enemies ah"eady exterminated
;

and in their road, if I may be allowed the

expreflion, to gather tbe gleanings after the

crop ; but -this was fo completely done al-

ready by the main body of the army, that

the remains of this horrible harvefl were

to be traced up to the walls even of Con-

ftantinople ; every thing was deftroyed

by fire ; we changed our horfes on the

fmoaking afhes of the very polt-houfes

;

nor could we difcover a fmgle habitable

fpot on this whole route, until we reached

the Seven Towers, where I alighted, to

go by fca to the fuburb of Pera.

Whilft they were looking out for a boat

for me, and were embarking our little bag-

gage, a Turk, the news-monger of the

quarter, obferves me, and afks my con-

dudor, who I am? " It is a Mirza," re-

plied he. The inquifitive fellow comes up

to
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to me, and invites me to take fomQ refrefli-

ment : I acxzept the invitation, and we en»

ter into a neighbouring coftee-houfe, of

which he vvas the orator. On a ujn from

him, the place of honour is refigned to

me ; the company rife ; I flride gravely-

over twenty funnels of long pipes ; I feat

myfelf ; and inceffantly regaled, andquef-

tioned until my departure, I pay my fhare,

muttering a few monofyllables, from which

the politicians made very ingenious de-

dudions, and which gave great fatisfac-

tion to the whole company ; nor was I

lefs fatisfied to leave them, to get to Peraj

where I loll no time in laying afide my
Tartar accoutrem.ents.

End aF Vol. IL
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