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PBEFACE.

This volume comprises the Minor Worts <

Shri Shankaracharya. Many of these minor worl

are from the pen of the great teacher, but no 01

can say definitely that all are. The excellei

edition published by the Vanivilas Press of Shi

rangam contains a few works more e. g. ?flr^r7%?i6

spfagrc, ssMcrrmrar &G. These I have omitted thinl

ing them to be not genuine. That edition contaii

numerous devotional Stotras also and many of the i

I thought it proper to omit, because, in my numb

opinion, the language used and the purport; convey*

do not show them to be Shri Shankara's
*

coi

position. This does not mean that the devotion

stotras included by me in this volume are certain

all composed by Shri Shankara. 1 am unab

to say any thing definite about the devotion

stotras. As regards the Vedanta Btotras, 1 for or

have no doubt and consider all of them to be 81

Shankara's sublime utterances.

"With regard to other works, I think

and f^sss^FTPM^r form matter for cc

^ Thei date of Shri Shankara *. e. Shankaracharya I

author of the three Bhashyas and the establisher of the fc

Shankaracharya Mathas, is^ according to the late Lokamax

JB, G. Tilak, 690722 A. D.



troversy. Some may add st^r^faaRKn^ms a

to this list, but not I. Here I shoi

like to mention a tradition about

The tradition is current in South India that tl

was the first work written by Shri Shankara. Wh
he wanted to begin writing hie works he could i

decide as to which he should take up first. <

the first day he wrote a page or so of a certa

work and on the next morning awoke to find tl

at night, The Unknown hand had effaced all t

writing. So he began a second work only to fii

on the succeeding morning the same ease with

Then he began a third and so on till the turn can

of i^TO^TWM. This he found untouched on tl

next morning, and so, completed this work fii

of all.

The Vedanta $totras of Shri bhankara for:

a special class of Vedanta literature and any 01

desirous of learning the tenets of Advaita Vedanl
can do no better than read and ponder over thes

These stotras have gained an unparalleled popi

larity. Verily, he who is accustomed to the mutbe

ing of these stotras every day enjoys moments $

least of extacy. That the popularity is wide i

borne out by the fact that Borne etotras are know
under more than one name; e, g. ^feq^R^ and

form ^togs* Other instances arc



CO

Here I must mention that some srwrs i. e.

small works are printed in some books as stotras.

I have little more to say. The desire to edit

and publish the works of Shri Shankara in handy
volumes entered my mind in 1911, 1 actually began
In 1915 and in 1925 I am finishing the sacred task.

Very few people have a knowledge of the mundane

difficulties that troubled me during this period-

That I have been able to finish this task is due

to the workings of the Maya of the Almighty, or

I may say, is due to the blessings of the -world-

teacher Shri Shankaracharya.

I conclude with expressing my gratefulness

to all persons, who were, during this period, con-

nected with rne through this work either thickly

or thinly, who encouraged me, sympathised with

ine and patiently awaited the completion.

H. R. BHAGIVAT.
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