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TI5IilTY-F115>ST SE^SIOIVS

S'NjSJr©!© ©IF ls!r®lli^III (SiiTii®E^IlS3'iio

Synod inc>f, in tlio Pn'sbytorian Churcli, in the Town of FayetteviUe, in

tlio County ufCuuibcrlaiul. tiiicl iState of iNorth Carolina, on VVetlnesday,

the Oth ot" NovL'iuher, 18-14, at 7 o'chjck, P. M., according to adjourii-

laeut.

In the absence of the Moderator, a sermon was delivered, by The Rev'd

Joseph .Mahon, a member of the Synod ot" New Jersey, from Isa. xxxiv.

10. tirstclan.se.
—

"<SV'f7.: ye out of ike booli of the Lord, and read."

Constituted with prayer.

PRESENT,
Of the Presbytery of Orange,—The Rev'd Messrs. Robert Rurwell,

John A. Cretter, Daniel Strattan, Edward Mines, Jacob Doll, and Ander-

son G. Hughes; with xMessrs. Jesse Brown, and William H. Camming,
Ruling-Elders:

Of the Presbytery of Concord,—T!ie Rev'd Messrs. Daniel A. Penick,

Cyrus Johnston, Wiliiam A. Hall, Alberlus Leander Watts, John S. Mc
C'utchan, James D. Hall, James E. Morrison, James M. H. Adams,

Johu 31. M. Caldwell, John ill. Wilson, James F. W. Freeman,

Elijah F. Rockwell, II. B. Cunningham, and Walter W. Pharr; with Mr.

John F. Phifer, Ruling-Elder: and
Of the Presbytery oV FayetteviUe,—The Rev'd Messrs. John Mclntyre,

Simeon Colton, Colin Mcl'ver, Samuel Paisle}-, W^illiam Brobston, Wil-

liam N. Peacock, Adam Gilchrist, Hector McLean, Evander McNair,

Hector McNeill, Arch'd Smith, John R. Mcintosh, Hugh McLaurin, Hugh
Munroc, Malcom Conoley, Arch'd Ba'^er, Xeill McKay, and Colin Shaw;

with The Hou'blo Henry Potter, and Messrs. Allan McCormick, George

Mcintosh, and Hayes W. Beatty, Ruling-Elders.

ABSENT,
Of the Presbytery of Orange,—The Rev'd Messrs. William Paisley,

Ezekiel B. Currie, and John il. Pickard; The Rev'd John Withcrspoon,

D. D. L. L. D.; The Rev'd Messrs. Eiisha Mitchell, Eli W. Caruthers,

Arch'd D. i^Iontgomery, Jesse Rankin, and I'homas Lynch; The Rev'd

Nehemial! H. Harding, ]). D.; The Rev'd Alex'r Wilson, D. D.; and The
Rev'd Messrs. George W. Ferrill, Drury Lacy, George D. McCuen,
Thomas R. Owen, James Phillips, Daniel G. Doak, John C. Rankin,

William N. Me bane, S. J. P. Anderson, and John Paisley:

Of the Presbyterv of Concord,—The Rev'd John Robinson, D. D.; The
Rev'd Messrs. John B. Davies, and \raJier S. Pharr; The Rev'd Robert

H. Morrison, D. D.: and The Rev'd .Messrs. Stephen Frontis, Samuel

"Williamson, Henry X. Pharr, John Le Roy Davies, Andrew Y. Lock-

ridge, Daniel Lindley, Thomas P. Johnstone, William \. .Morrison, An-
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giis Jolinston, Frederick K. Nash, Leiiujel ]\lL!rrav, James Kerr, Samuel

B. O. Wilsjii, and John E. Md'herson: ui:d

Oflhe Preshyleiy olFayettevilie —The Ilev'd Messrs. Iloheil Tate,

Allan McDougald, VYilliaui W. F]ells, and Theophilus G. Potts.

The annual reports t'nnn the .several IVesbyterics composing this Synod,

were produced; and are as ibllow; viz:

1. "The Presbytery of Orange n-port to the Synod of North Carolina,

that they consist oi'2T ministers; a:id iiave, under tlieir care, 4.0 congre-

gallons, 1 licentiate, and 8 candidates;—that, since the date of their last

report, they have installed The iicv'd Aiidersun G. Hugiies, Pastor of the

United congregations of Ha\v-lie!dsanJ Cross-roads;—ordained The Rev'd

William C. Sutton, i^linister of the (iospcl, and installed him Pastor of

Little-river church;—ordained The Pev'd Edmund C. Bittinger, and in-

stalled him Pastor of the congregation of Washington;—installed The
Rev'd John A. (iretter. Pastor of the congregation of Nreensborongh; lost,

l>y death, The Re v"d George B. McCuen; and pci milted The Rev'd

Areh'd D. Montgomery to resign the l\istoral charge ofthe congregation of

Spring Hill." ''Fiy order of the Pre.>b\terv."

(Signed,) "NEHEMiAH H. HARDING, Stated Clerk."

"Lkwisbueg, 2nd Nov'r, 1844."

2. "The Presbytery of Concord report to the Synod of Norlh Carolina,

that they consist of 31 IVlinisters; and have, under their care, 52 congre-

gallons, 3 licentiates, and 4 candidal es;—that, on the loth of December,

1843, they lost, by death. The Rev'd John Robinson, D. !)., late Pastor

of Poplar-Tent church;—that, on the 4lh day of April, 1844, they dismiss,

ed from under their care, Mr. Charles R. Snuth, a licentiate, to place him-

self under the care of the Presbytery of Georgia; that, on the same day,

they received, under their care, Mr. (leorge M. Gibbs, a licentiate of tiie

Presbyteiy of Fayetleville;—that on the olh day of April, 1844, they dis-

missed The Rev'd Angus Johnston, to coriuect himself with the Presljyte.

ry of Chickasaw;—that, on the 31st day of May, 1844, they ordained, as

an Evangelist, to the work of the Gosjtel ministry, The Rev'd Cieorge M.
(iibbs;—that, on the 10th day of October, 1844, they dismissed, from un-

der their care, Air. John L. Mclver, a licentiate, to place himself under

the care of the Presb)-tery of Harmony; and that, on the 12th daj of Oc-

tober, 1844, they licensed Mr. Thomas E. Davis, to preach the gospel."

'•By order of the Presbvterv."

(Signed,) "STEPHEN IRONTPS, S:ated Clerk."

3. "The Presbytery of Fayette vije report to the Synod of North Cam.
Una, that they consist of 20 Ministers; and have, under their care, 45 con-

gregations, 5 licentiates, and 7 candidate.:;—that, on the 13th of April,

1844, they licensed Messrs. Angus C. McNeill, Andrew McMillan, and

Peter McNab, to preach the gospel;—that, on the 24th of August, 1844,

they lost, by death. The Rev'd Theophilus G. Potts;—that, on the 19th of

October, 1844, they lost, by death. The Rev'd Allan ]\IeDougald;—and
'

that, on this, the 6lh of Nov r, 1844, they licensed Mr. Hector Mc.Ulister, ^^ »

to preach the gospel." \
"Bv order of the Presbytery." *•

(Signed.) "COLLN MclVEK, Stated Clerk." ft

"Fayettevillk, 6th Nov'r, 1844." ^



Tlie R(m\1 William C. Sutton, as ahovc roportotl, liy tho Prc.sl)_v',<>r, of

Orange, being present, took his seat, as a meniixu- of Synod.

The Rev'd Simoon Colton, was chosen Moderator; and The Rev'd

Messrs. Robert IJiu-well, and James M. 11. Adams, were appoinied Tem-
porary C-'lerks.

The Rev'd Wiiliam H. Foote, a memijer of the Synod of Virginia, and

The Rev'd Joseph .Vlahon, a member of the Syn.>d of New Jersey, beiii.^

present, were invited to sit, with this Synod, as Corresponding members.

Adjourned to meet, in the Session-room of this church, on tu-niorrow,

at 10 o'clock. A. .\I. Closed with prayer.

TI-RIRSDAY, Till Nov'r, 1344.

Synod mot, according to adjonrnment. Present as on last evening.

Opened with prayer. The minutes of last evening and of the last Sialed

Sessions, wei'e read.

The Rev'd .Messrs. Drury Lacy and James K<M-r appeared in Synod;

and havin"- assigned satisfactory reasons tor their abs(!nce on last even-

ing, took their seals.

-Mr. Daniel McMillan, a Rnling-Eldcr tVom the Presbytery of Fayette-

viile, appeared in Synod: and took liis scat, as a member.

The Rev'd Messrs. William A. Hail, John S. McCutchan, Jolin M,
Wilson, James Kerr, John Mcintyre, Simeon Colton, William Brobston,

Jolm R. ?»lcIntosh, Malcom Conoley and Colin Shaw, assigned ilie rea-

sons of their aljscnce, from the last Stated Sessions oi'this Synod.

The following committees were appointed; viz:

1. OfRil!sand Overtures,—The Piev'd Messrs. Daniel A. Penick,

John A. Cretter, and John R. Mcintosh; and Messrs. John F. Phifer, Jes-

se Brown, and Hayes W'. Beatty:

2. To review the records of the Presbytery of Orange,—The Rev'd

John M. M. Caldwell, and Mr. George Mcintosh:

3. To review the records of the Presbytery of Concord,—The Rev'd

Evander McNair, and Mr. William A. Cumming:
4. To review the records of the Presbytery ofFayetteville,—The Rev'd

Cyrus Johnston, and Mr. John F. Phifer:

5. To take charge of such written statements on the progress of religion

in the several churches under the care of this Synod, as may be present-

ed by the members; and to prepare a connected .summary of fheir con-

tents, to be sui)mitted to Synod, dtn-ing the present Sessions,
—

"^I'he Rev'd

Messrs. Drury Lacy and Cyrus Johnston:

6. 'J'o inspect the printed minutes of the last General Assembly of the

Presl)yterian church, and make report of such articles therein, as may be

found to claim the attention of Synod. The Rev'd Messrs. Edward Hines

and Evander McXair: and

7. To make arrangements for the various religious exercises to be de-

served, during the present Sessions of Synod,—The Rev'd Adam Gilchrist,

and The Hon ble Henry Potter.

A letter from The Rev'd John Le Roy Davies, assigning reasons for

his absence tVom the last and present Sessions ot this Synod, was received

and read; and the reasons of his absence were sustained.
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On roccivitig iufonnatioii of a If^acv of.some value, leff to tliis Synod,

\>\ the last \\\\\ and Testariiciit ot'.Mr. A. Lorantz, late of Iredell (.'oiuity,

Nortli Carolina, deceased, 'J'lie Rov'd .Messrs. John M. Wilson and Jaines

M. H. Adams, and The Hon'l)le Henry Potter, Merc appointed a commit-

tee, to consider, whether any, and it' any, what measure, (jr measurt-s,

ought to ije adopted, by this Synod, llir oblaining lejial possession ortho

Kaid legacy; with direction to re|)ort, during the present Sessions.

Thi' Staled Clerk laid hetore Synod, a conununication from the Synod
ot'\ irgiuia, which was reterred to The Rev'd Messrs. Walls, JJurwell,

and Caldwell, with diiection to rep(n't thereon, during the present Ses-

sions.

Synod proceeded to fill up tlio existing vacan(;ies, in the Board of Di-

rectors and Electors of' the Union Theological Seminary; and, Tor this pur-

pose, the folhnving persons wen^ app(jinte(l; vi/.: In the room ot'The Uev"fl

Arch'd 1). .Montgomery, whose resignation has been accepted, The licv'd

John A. (iretter was appointed a Directiu* otihe said Seminary, to .serve,

lor the ensiling *2 years: Mr. Nicholas C. liead, whose term of service

has expired, was re-elected, as a i^irector of the said Seminary, to serve,

<i)r the ensuing 4 years: In the room of The Rev'd Messrs. SVilliam N.
Peacock and Jesse Rankin, whose term of service has e.xjtired. The Rev'd

Messrs. Drury Lacy and Arch'd Baker, were appointed Directors of the

said Seminaiy, to serve for the ensuing 4 ycar.^: In the room of Mr. Wil-

liam Baird, whose resigiuifion has been accepted, Mr. Jesse Brown wa.s

appointed a Director of the said Seminary, to .serve for the ensuing year:

and, the appointment of The Rev'd Drury Lacy a member of the Board of

I)irect(»rs, Inning created a vacancy in the Board of Electors, The Rev'd

Alex'r \Vilson, D. D., to supply that vacancy, was appointed a member of

the Board of Electors, to serve, for the ensuing 2 years.

The Annual report of the Board of Directors ot the Union Theological

Seminary, was received; and, being read, was approved; and ordered to

be recorded; and is as follows; viz:

"The Board of Directors of the Union Theological Seminary having

failed to meet, the Directors present respectfully report to the Synods of

\'irginia and North Carolina, that there have been, connected with iho

Seminary, 21 Students, during the year just expired. Of these, the fol-

lowing (J were admitted, during the winter term; viz: James M. Rice,

(Graduate of Hampden Sydney- College, and Candidate of the Presbytery

of West Han«)ver,—Ale.x'r L. Hogshead, (Jraduate of Washingtf)n Col-

lege, Virginia, and Candidate of the I'resbytery of Greeidjrier:—J. Hen-
ry Smith, Cuaduate of Washington College, Virginia, and Candidate of the

Presbytery of Lexington;—James M. Humphreys, Student of Washington
i/oliege, Virginia, and Candidate of the Pres])ytery ot Lexington;—David
i'. Humphreys, Student of VA'ashington College, S irginia, and Caucidate
of the Presbytery of Lexington;—and Cyi'iis Iv. Caldwell, Graduate of

Davidson College, North Carolina, and Candidate of llie Presbyteiy of

Concord.

"The Treasurer of the Board having been indi.sposed, and absent from
liome, the iNual report of the state of t lie finances was not presented; but,

from an examination of the books, as tar as they are able to ascertain, the

deliciency arising from the failure of the income of the pejjuanem fund,



Ii.'is ])vc\\ vc(]\K-vi\, williin tlio last (wo yoars, iVoni .$l''''''>0, to nl)oii( ^HOO.

The asscssiuoiils tor inoctiiig llio anticipated deiiciency, levied on tlie

(lunches bv the two Synods, remain, to a great extent, ini|)ai(l. It is

hoped that there maybe I'urlher receipts, from this source, at the ai)proaeh-

in<;' meetings of these bodies.

''i'he Directors leol impelled, by a sense of duty to the Seminary and

to Ihe churches, to call the attention of the two Synods, to the very small

number ofyoung men within their bounds, who are devoting themselves

to the work ot"the Ministry. After careful investigatioJi, it lias iteen as-

certained, that, including those who are connected with other Seminaries,

there are not more than twenty young men Irom the States of Virginia

and Xortii Carolina, who are now in a course of Theological training. In

the nature of the case, the Synods cannot look beyond their own l)ounds,

for their supply of ministers; and unless the nnmber of yoiuig men in the

churches, who are willing to s(M-ve God in the. ministry, can l)e greatly-

increased, it is imp08sil»le to meet the urgent calls, both at home and a-

bi'oad, or even the wants of our own territory. l^he l)irectoi-s, there-

t()re, express the hope, that it may be deemed expedient by the Synods, to

take, such action in the premises as may be deemed most appropriate, for

calling the attsjntion of Pastors and churches within their bounds, to thi.'»

important subject.

"The report of the examining committee, for tlie Session Avliich has

just closed, was highly satisfactory, in regard to the fidelity with which
the Professors of the Seminary had discharged their duties, and the pro-

gress which the students appeared to have made in their studies. The
Directors, however, feel called upon, to state to the Synods, that, in a few

instances, there seems to have been a great deficiency in the preliminary

education of the students, and especially as regards the Greek language;

and to suggest the ])ropriety of submitting to the Presbyteries, the import-

ance of adopting some means of removing this evil.

"It may be proper, however, to observe, that the class which i)as last

entered the Senunary have been more thorough than has been usual, in

their preparatory course. All of them have taken a regular course, at

some of our Collerres; and apparently with credit to themselves."

(Signed,) "ANDREW HART, Secretary to the Board."
The preceding report was committed to The Rev'd Messrs. Lacy and

Burweli, to report thereon, during the present Sessions.

Resolved, That the presentation of Mritten statements on the progress

of religion in the several churches under the care of this Synod, be the or-

der of the day for to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, A. M.; and that the commit,
tee which was this morning appointed for the purpose, then take charge of
said statements, and prepare a connected summary of their contents, to be
submitted to Synod, during the present Sessions.

The Rov'd William N. Peacock and Mr. Jesse Brown, Avere appointed
a Committee to audit the account of the Treasurer of this Synod.
The Rev'd Messrs. (iretter. Lacy, and Baker, were appointed a Com-

mittee to consider, whether any, and if any, what measures ought to be a-

dopted by this Synod, for the more extensive circulation of the books and
tiacts issued by the General Assemldy's Board of Publication.

The committee appoinicd, at the last Stated Sessions, to receive histor-



irnl ;i(r(inii1s of |»!U"iic!i!;ir r.lifirclu's, ns luatcriiils liir a liistoi'v of iho Pros-

livlfiiii!! cluirch, ill North C;injliii;i, made a verlijil report, which was ac*

ceptcil; iiiicl it was detenniiifd, that the sviioiis c»>nsi(lorati()ii ot' the sub*

jrct oi'coliecliiig .suitaijU' xiattM-ial.s tor ;i liistorv ot" tii»' Pr(.'.<l)yterian church

ill the Sratf <tt' North Carolina, Ix; inadc thi; ordt-r of tlie day, tijr to-mor-

row, at ;j o'chutk, P. M.
Till* ioUowing iMiiiute was siihmiftcd; and being duly consiih^red, was a-

dopted, viz:

On reading tht- mindtos of the last Stated Sessions, au error was dis-

C')vered, in a njinute which is found recorded on Page 129, line r2th. Re.

solved, I'licirforc, That the (aid ei'ror be now corrected by substituting for

the words ''Two-thinh" as there recorded, the words, "0/;e-//i/>J," which
were the words originally designed to I)e used, in that place.

The Rev'd W'illiiun I. Langdon of the Methodist Episeo])al church, an

A^ent tor the American Bible Society, and for the Jiible Society ofXorth

Carolina, was, by invitation, heard belin-e the Synod, on the subject of his

Agency.
The Rev'd Messrs. Penick and Baker, and Mr. Jesse Brown, were ap-

pointed a Committee, to take into consideration, the Bible-cause: and re-

port thereon, during the present Sessions.

Messrs. Daniel McLean, Henry Elliott, and John McKinn<m, Ruling-

liiders from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, appeared in Synod, and took

their seats, as members.
The Rev'd Joseph Malion, appearing before this Synod, as an Agent

for the General Assembly's P>oard of Missions, it was made the order ot'

the day, for Saturday, at 10 o'clock, A. M., to hear him, on the subject of

his Agency.
Adjom-iiefl, to meet, at tl.-is place, on to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, A. ^L

Closed vviih prayer.
—•«^©»«"'-^

FRIDAY, 8th Xovember, l^U.
Svnod met, acconling to adjournment. Present as above. Opened

with prayer, 'i'he minutes of yesterday were read.

The Rev'd (leorge M. Gibbs appeared in Synod; and, having assigned

satislactory reasons for the lateness of his arrival, took liis seat.

A letter from The Rev'd Robert H. xMorrison, D. D., assigning reasons

for his absence Iroin the present Sessions of this Synod, was received and

read; and the reasons of his absence were sustained.

Agreeably to the order of the day, written statements, on the progreiw

of religion in the several churches under the care of this Synod, were pro-

duced; and put into the hands of the Committee that was appointed to pre-

pare a connected summary ot" their contents.

A letter from The Rev'd Stephen Frontis, assigning reasons for his ab-

sence from the present Sessions of this Synod, was received and read; and

the reasons of his absence were sustained.

The Rev'd Andrew Y. Lockridge appeared in Synwl; and having as-

siirned satisfactory reasons for the lateness of liis arrival, took his seat.

A letter was received, from 'J'he Rev'd Thomas Chalmers, D. D^ of



the Free Prcs1)ytcrian rhiirch of Scotland, acknowled^iiv:? the rceoipt of

this Synod's Act, in reference to the said Church;—thankin;^ this Synod,

in his own hehalf, and in belialf of his brethren, for the favoural)ic senti-

ments expressed in the said Act, and having reierence to a tbrth-coming

communication from the Committee of Foreign Correspondence, on the

same subject.

A communication was received from The Rev'd William A. Mc-

Dowell, D. D., on the subject of domestic Missions; which, being read,

was referred to The Rev'd IVtessrs. >Vilson, Rockwell, Burwell, McNair,

and Mcintosh; The Hon. Henry Potter, and Mr. Jesse Brown, with di--

rection to make report thereon, during the present Sessions; endiracing in

their report, an account of the present exertions of the several Presbyte-

ries composing this Synod, in the Domestic Missionary cause.

The committees to whom the records of the Presbyteries of Orange and

Concord had been referred, respectively reported, that no records had

been, or were likely to be, put into their hands. Whereupon, both of

those committees were discharged.

The committee appointed to inspect the printed minutes of the last

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Cimrch, and make report of such

articles therein as may be found to claim the attention of Synod, submit-

ted the following report; viz:

"Your committee report, that they have attended to the duty assigned

to them; and would recommend, to the consideration of Synod,

"1. The action of the General Assembly, upon the subject of a more

thorough course of preparation, on the part of Candidates for the gospel

ministry: Page 357; and
"2. The action of the Genera! Assembly, upon the subject of the erec-

tion of houses of worship, in feeble congregations: Pages 373—375.

"Respecttliily submitted."

,„. ,

,

"EDWARD HINES, ^ ^ ... „
(Signed,) "EVANDER McNAlk, \

Committee.

After some deliberation on the above report, both the subjects therein

recommended, were referred, by the Sj-nod, to the several Presbyteries,

to lake such order thereon, as they may think most for edification.

The committee of Bills and Overlures submitted the following resolu-

tioji; which, being read, was a;!opted; \'ii:

Resoh-ed, That each Presbytery composing this Synod be required to

present, together with its statistical report, a minute narrative, on the state

of religion within its bounds; and that these Presbyterial reports be handed

to the committee which may be appointed to prepare a Narrative on the

state of religion within the bounds of Synod.

The following persons were appointed, to constitute, for tlie present,

this Synod's portion of the members of the Central Board of Foreign Mis-

sions;*viz: The Rev'd Messrs. Burv,'ell and Caldwell; and Messrs. Brown
and Elliott.

Synod appointed, that the Annual Sermon, on Foreign Missions, be de-

livered, on Sabbath evening, at 7 o'clock.

Agreeably to the order of the day, Synod spent some time in the serious

consideration of the suljject of colled iiig suitable materials for a History

of the Presbyterian Church, in the Suite of North Carolina. The com-

2
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mittee appointed to receive materials for such a work, in addition to the

verbal report they made on yesterday, now submitted a briet" written re-

port; which, being read, was adopted; and is as tbllows; viz:

"Your committee report, that they have not been able to do any thing

efficiently, in the good work committed to their care; and would respect-

fully recommend to Synod, the adoption of the following resolution; viz:

'^'•Resolved, That a suitable person be chosen, by this Synod, to collect

materials for, and to compile a History of the Presbyterian Church, in

North Carolina."

/«• A \
"TOHN M. M. CALDWELL, > ^, .,, „

(Signed,) ucOLLN McIVER, \
<^«"'"''«ee.

In fulfilment of the above resolution, the Synod, by an unanimous vote,

made choice of The Rev'd William H. Foote, of the Synod of Virginia,

to write the desired History of the Presby-terian Church, in the State of

North Carolina; and The Rev'd Messrs. Mclver and Caldwell, were ap-

pointed a Committee to wait on Mr. Foote, and inform him of this choice,

with direction, to report the result, in due time, to Synod.

Mr. George Mcintosh obtained leave of absence, during the remaining
part of the present Sessions.

Mr. Patrick Cromartie, a Ruling-Elder from the Presbytery of Fayette-

ville, appeared in Synod; and took his seat, as a member.
Mr. Charles Shaw, another Ruling-Elder from the same Presbytery,

also appeared in Synod; and took his seat, as a member.
The committee to whom the communication from the Synod of Virginia

had been referred, exhibited their report; which, being read, considered,

and amended, was adopted; and is as follows; viz:

"Your committee, having given, to the communication referred to them,

an attentive consideration, respecttliUy recommend to Synod, the adoption

of the following minute; viz:

"Whereas it is greatly to be desired, that the For^^ign Missionary ope-

rations, within the bounds of this Synod, should be carried on with greater

efficiency; and whereas, in order to attain this object, it appears desirable, to

modify, in some degree, the present system of action: Therefore, Resolved,

"1. That this Synod concur with the Synod of Virginia, in expressing

the opinion, that the Central Board of Foreign Missions shall cease to ex-

ist, from and after the first day of December next.

"2. That this Synod reciprocate the feelings of kindness and christian

fellowship expressed by the Synod of Virginia towards this body; and that,

in future, this Synod will cheerfully unite with the Sjnod of Virginia, in

any measures calculated to promote the interests of the Redeemer's King-

dom.
"3. That it be, and hereby is enjoined on each of the Presbyteries

composing this Synod, to eh.'ct, at each Spring meeting, a member of their

body as their Agent for Foreign Missions, whose duty it shall be to attend

to this subject, within the bounds of his own Presb}'tery, by correspond-

ence and personal interviews with Pastors and otheis, and all other con-

venient and suitable means: that he shall especially do whatsoever he can
to cause a yearly contribution to be made to this object in every congre-

gation: that he make a written report of his proceedings to Synod, and to

liib Presbytery, at every Spring meeting: that he shall rccuive no Salary;
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but, that tlie expense incurred in the prosecution of his Agency, sliall ho

defrayed, out of the collections made.

"4. That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of each Presbytery, to

receive the funds collected for Foreign Missions, and transmit them, with

all convenient expedition, to the Treasurer of the Presbyterian Board of

Foreign Missions.

"5. That the Presbyterian Board of Foreijsrn Missions be earnestly re-

quested to employ an Agent in our bounds as frequently as they may deem

necessary; and that the members of this Synod will cordially welcome such

an Agent; and aid him, in the great work of raising funds, for the Presby-

terian Board of Foreign Missions.

"6. That, at each meeting of this Synod, there shall be held, a public

meeting, in behalf of Foreign Missions.

"7. That, with hund>le reliance on the divine blessing, the members of

this Synod will see to it, that a contribution, large or small, to the Presby.

terian Board of Foreign Missions, shall, annually, be made, by their re-

spective congregations.

"8. That our brethren, Ministers and Ruling-Elders, unfortunately ab-

sent from the present meeting, be, and they hereby are, earnestly request-

ed to carry out the resolution immediately preceding this, in the bounds of

their respective congregations.
'•9. That the thanks of this Synod be presented to the present and for-

mer members of the 'Executive Conuuittee,' the Treasurer and auditors of

the Central Board of Foreign Missions, for their faithful and long contin-

ued services.

"10. That the thanks of this Synod l)e, and they hereby are presented,

to The Rev'd William H. Foote, for his faithful services, as Secretary of

the Central Board of Foreign Missions.

"Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing resolutions be forwarded, by the

Stated Clerk of this Synod, to the Stated Clerk of the Synod of Virginia."

"All of which is respectfully submitted."

"A. L. WATTS,
)

(Signed,) "R. BURWELL, V Committee."

"J. M. M. CALDWELL,^
The Rev'd Malcom Conoley obtained leave of absence, during the re-

mainder of the present Sessions.

The Conunittee appointed to wait on The Rev'd William H. Foote, and

inform him of the fact, that the Synod had chosen him to -write a History

of the Presbyterian Church in North Carolina, reported to Synod, Mr.

Foote's willingness to undertake that work.

Spiod, on being informed, that Mr. Foote had already, with no ordina-

ry industry, collected a great variety of facts, proper to be embodied in

such a history, unanimously Resolved,

1. That tliis Synod cordially approve the efforts made by The Rev'd

William H. Foote, to collect materials for a History of the Presbyterian

Church, in this State; and will aid him, in procuring fiirther materials, and

in disposing of the work, when it shall be completed. And,

2. That The Rev'd Messrs. Mclver and Caruthers, The Rev'd Robert

H. Morrison, D. D., The Hoji. David L. Swain, The Hon. Henry Pot-

ter, and Dr. David T. Caldwell, be, and they hereby are appointed a
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Committee, to confer with Mr. Foote, in ref<?rence to the work in which
he is engajjcd, and to examine it, when prepared lor the press.

Messrs. Daniel McLean and Daniel Mc.Vlillan, obtained leave of ab-

sence, during the remainJcr of the present Sessions.

The committee appointed to consider and report, whether any, and if

any, what measures ought to be adopted by this Synod, for the more ex-

tensive circulation of the books and tracts issued by the (general Assem-
bly's Board of Publication, exhibited their report; which, being read and
considered, was adopted; and is as tbllows; viz;

"The committee apitointed to consider and prepare some plan, by which
the books of the Board of Publication may be more extensively circulated

throughout the bounds of this Synod, beg leave to submit the following re-

port.

"Your committee have felt the d\ity imposed upon them, to be one of

high and solemn importance. Impressed with the belief, that the press

is an important engine to operate upon the minds of men; and, as such,

has been employed, in past time, with great etiect, as well by the ene-
mies as by the friends of truth;—fully |)ersuaded, that a habit of reading is

essential to the growth and stability of the christian character; and satis-

fied, that the books of our Board, are, in themselves, invaluable treasuries

ot that truth by which we are sanctified; they cannot avoid the conclusion,

that the work of circulating these publications, claims, at our hands. ])rompt

and efficient action. They are further con^rmed in this conclusion, by
the fact presented to our notice, in the last report of the Board of J'ublica-

tion,—that the church has not availed herself of its Agency, to an extent,

in any measure, commensurate with its importance; and that, by a great

number of Presbyteries, nothing has been done, in the way of dissemina-
ting these books. They feel, then,—and they are free to say so,—that

something oi/ght 1o be done;—and something must he clone; and they trust,

that they shall bear the response from every brother in this Synod, that

SOJIETHINU SHALL BE OONR; AND THAT QUICKLY TOO.
"In considering the various plans which have been proposed for circu-

lating these works, your committee have felt it to be due to the (General

Assembly, to direct their attention, first, to its resolution, passed in the

Sessions of 1843; viz: Uhat it be earnesUy recommemJed to cx-ery Presbyte-

ry, or at 1exist to every Synod, to esiabJifsh a Depository which shall be their

own property, by eoUecting, on svch plan as they may deem best, a suffi-

cient sum of money toJill the depository on the principle of cash imrehase.^

"After the most mature ccmsideration which your committee have been
able to give to this plan, they are unanimously of opinion, that it is entire-

ly unsuited to our circumstances; and one, of which, it is impossible to a-

vail ourselves, with any advantage. There is no point within our bounds,

sufficiently accessible to all our congregations, for this purpose; and it may
safely be asserted,—that the books of our Board, lying on the shelves of

our depositoiy in Philadelphia, are far more accessible to our people, than
they would be, if removed, and deposited at any one or two places, in this

State. Besides: Admitting that suitable places for such a depository or

depositories could be found, your committee are of opinion, that even then,

on such a plan, the views of the Synod would not be fully met. Our ob-

ject is, to briiig these works, or, at least, or.e or more of them, within the
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roach of eve»ry member of i)ur respective con<frefj;aiions. Now, it must be

obvious to every one, that this object is but partially attained, by the above

plan. If it were true, that meu knew the truth, and .souij;lit after it, this

Would be sutTicient. But ail experience and observation prove the contrary.

"Vour committee, in the prosecution of the task imposed upon them,

have also laken into consideration, the plan of eslat)lisliin<r a Library, con-

sisting of all tlie [)ul)iications of our Board, within the bounds of every con-

gregation. While they regard this as eminently desirable and highly im-

portant, and would heartily rejoice to hear, that such a Libraiy was the

property of each of our congregations,—assured that the happiest results

might l)e expected from it;—yet, they are convinced, that something more
may be done. They hun\bly conceive, that they can point (»ut a more ex-

cellent way; which, while it need not interfere with this, has the decided
advantage, of more t'uUy and directly meeting tlie wants of our people.

The [tlan alluded to, contemplates the sending round suitable individuals,

into the very bosom of our families;—that, thence, sheltered by the mighly
iKgis of Southern hospiiality, and aided by all the tender associations con-

nected with home and the domestic fu'e-side, they may urge these pubiica-

tions upon the acceptance of all; recommend them to their serious perusal;

and, at the same time, accompany their presentation with solemn and af-

fectionate Conversation on the subject of religion, and with prayer. The
plan is known to us all, as the system of Coiportage. It has recommend-
ed itself to the minds of your committee; and, in their judgment, cannot
fail to do so to the minds of this fciyiiod, by the consideration, that, in its

distinctive features, it recognises the two great leading truths, upon which,
the success of all attempts to spread the gospel depends: It proposes, in

obedience to the injunciion of our Lord, to 'go,^ and ''preach the gospel lo

every creature'' : It carries the message which God has sent,—the truth

which he has revealed, to i^xcvy man's door; and there, throws upon him
the responsibility of directly rejecting it, at his peril: And, while it does
this, it holds up to our view, the scriptural assurance, that this truth, even
when carried to every man, can accomplish nothing without the operation

of the Holy Spirit, whose influence is invoked by prayer. Tiiis plan is

further recommended by experience. It has been adopted by christians

in France; and has there etFected precious results; and is desiinod, by the

blessing of God, to accomplish yet tar more glorious ones: It is carried

out, in our own country, by the American Tract Society, with great ener-

gy; and has, here, in our beloved land, already been attended with the

most beneiicial consequences.

"Under such views, your committee have felt constrained, to urge this

plan upon the consideration of this body. They feel persuaded, that, if it

be carried out promptl}^ and efficiently, the great Head of the Church will

not withhold his blessing. Our beloved Zion will lift u() her head and re-

joice; the cause of souiid doctriiie and piety will advance; and, at the cry
ot"

—

Hhe sword of iJie Lord and of Gideon!^—all our enemies shall be put

to flight.

"An inquiry of some importance has here occurred to tlie minds ofyour
committee,—as to the individual or individuals who should undertake this

work;—whether it should be the Pastor, or one of the Ruling-Elders in

each church, or some other qualified person, whose sole business it should

be, to attend to it.' If the former would enlist, generally, in the work,
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there can be no doubt but they wotild be the most appropriate. Experi-

ence, however, teaches lis, that it is in vain to expect this, to any extent.

'I'liere are many reasons, which need not here be stated, which shew,

tiiat, where such may desire to lend their aid, in this way, it is found to be
impracticable. Your committee, then, are shut up to the conclusion, that

we should depend, mainly, if not entirely, upon men, selected and paid, to

circulate these books from house to house; and would, therefore, submit to

the Synod, as expressive of their views, on this subject, the loliuwing re-

solutions; viz: Resolved,

"1. That the wants of our Board of Pu])lication, a'^ well as the inter-

ests of sound piety, in our respective congregations, demand, at our hands,

pr()m}>t and efficient measures, for circulating among our people, the vari-

ous publications issued by that Board.

"2. That, in the judgment of this Synod, the most efFectual method by
which this object can be accomplished, is, the system of Colj)ortage.

"3. That this Synod proceed to talie immediate steps, to secure the la-

bours of a man, qualified to carry out the plan above contemplated.

"All which is respectfully submitted."

"JOHN A. GRETTER, >
(Signed,) "DRURY LACY, V Committee."

"ARCH'D RAKER. )
Agreeably to the recommendation contained in the foregoing report,

The Rev'd Messrs. Simeon Colton and Adam (rilchrist, and .Messrs.

George McNeill, Jesse Brown, Dolphin A. Davis, J. W. Norwood, and
W. S. Rankin, were appointed a conmiittee, to carry into eflect, the reso-

lutions of this Synod, as contained in the conclusion of the foregoing re-

port; and the following additional resolutions were adopted; viz:

1. Resolved, That the committee now appointed, be, and they hereby
are authorized, to employ an Agent, to raise funds, for the purpose of ac-

complishing the trust committed to them.

2. Resolved, That the said committee be, and they hereby are direct-

ed to meet, immediately after the conclusion of the present Sessions of Sy-

nod, and make suitable arrangements for commencing operations, as soon

as possible.

Adjourned to meet, at this place, on to-morrow, at 9 o'clock, A. M.
Closed with prayer.

SATURDAY, 9th November, 1R44.

Synod met, according to adjournment. Present as above. Opened
with prayer. The minutes of yesterday were read.

The committee appointed to audit the account of the Treasurer of Sy-

nod, exhibited their report; which, being read, was approved, and order-

ed to be recorded, and is as follows, viz:

"Your committee report, that they find the account referred to them
accurately prepared; shewing a balance, in the Treasurer's hands, of Sev-

en dollars, and twenty eight cents."

"Respecitully submitted,"

/^. , . "WM. N. PEACOCK, > ^ .., „
(^^'gned,)

,,j^^^^ BROWN, I

Com.mttee.
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"The committoe, to whom the Annual Report ofthc Board of Directors

of the Union Tlieoloiiical Seminary had been referred, exhibited their re-

port; which, being read, was adupK^d; and is as tijllows; viz:

"Tiie committee to whom was referred the Report of the Directors of

the Union Theological Seminary, wonld call the attention of Synod to the

following subjects, set tbrth in that document; viz:

"1. That there are so tew young men withiu om* bounds, who are pre-

paring ibr the Gospel Ministry:

*':2. The delinquency of the churches, in making up the quotas assessed

u|)()n them, by their respective Presbyteries: and
"3. The deticiency of Candidates tor the Ministry, in their literary qual-

ilications.

•'Vour committee cannot but view, with deep solicitude, the great dis-

proportion of the yonlli of our churches, who are lo<jking forward to the

iMinislry of the everlasting gospel, compared with the numbers who are

members of those churches;—the small number who are seeking the Min-
istry, compared with that of a tew years back;—and consequently, the ut-

ter inadequacy of a supply, Ibr the ever-iucreasing demand ibr labourers

in the gospel harvest.

"JSor can your committee look through the past year, wiihout feelini-s

of painiul regret, on the lukewarmness of the churches, in delivering from
her temporary and pressing embarrassment, that school of the prophets,

founded in the piety and prayers of our Fathers; and which the ciiurch has
so often soiemidy pledged to sustain and cherish, for training our voung
men. Your committee would, moreover, direct the attention of Synod to

the third point alluded to above; viz: the deticiency of Candidates, in their

literary attainments.

"Wiiereupon, the committee present the following resolutions, viz:

"1. Resolved, That this Synod urge Christian parents, to consecrate

their sons to the work of the Ministry; and Pastors, to turn the attention of
pious young men to this suijject; and, above all, does this Synod enjoin ua
all our ministers and people, that they pray, without ceasing, to the great
Lord ot"ihe harvest, that He would send fortli more labourers into his

harvest.

"2. Resolved, That this Synod again require of the Presbyteries, be-

f »re its next meeting, to collect, from the churches under their care, the

sums assessed on them respectively, tor relieving the Union Theological
Seminary from its present embarrassment.

'"3. Resolved, That, with a view of securing a higher standard of liter-

ary qualirications, on the part of our Ministry, this Synod earnestly recom-
mend to the several Presbyteries composing it, to become more pailicular

and rigid, in the examination oi" Candidates, on literature and science.

"x\li which is respectfully submitted."

/a- A \ "DRURY LACY, > ., ., ,,(bigned,) "ROBERT BURWEL,
I

<^omm.ttee.

The committee appointed to make arrangements for the various reli-

gious exercises, to be observed, during the present Sessions of Synod, ex-
hibited a scheme of their proposed arrangements; which, being read, was
adopted; and is as ibllows; viz:

* Pile co.ninittee propose, that the religious exercises ofthc Synod com-



]G

irr^iKc at 3 o'clock lliis afternoon; and recommend, that one hour be spent,

in (he ti>llo\ving exercises; viz:

"1. Heading the scriptures and prayer,—conducted by The Rev'd Ja-

cob Doll:

"2. psalmody and Exhortation;—By The Rev'd Daniel Stratton:

"8. Psalmody and Exhortation;—By The Rev'd John M. M. Caldwell:

"1. I'niyer and Psahnody:— By the Rev'd Andrew Y. Ivockridge:

"5. The Apostolic IJpiiedictioji;—Ry the Moderator ol" Synod.

"Respectfidlv siduiiiMed."

.... ,. "ADAM GILCnRlHT, > .. .,, „
(Signed,) .{,ENRY PO'l'TER, ]

^^^•"'"'ttee.

The committee appointed to consider, whether any, and if any, what

mccvsure, or measures, ought to be adopted, by this Synod, tor obtaining

legal possession of the Legacy bequeathed to this Synod, by the Last Will

and Ti'stament of Mr. A. Lorautz, late of Iredell County, deceased, ex-

liiljitcd their report; which, being read, was adopted; and is as follows; viz:

"The committee to whom was retii'rrqd, the subject of a Legacy, given

bv Al)raham Lorantz, late of Iredc^ll County, to the Trustees of the Synod

of North Carolina, resj)ectfully report,

"Tiiat, upon inquiry, they hud, that Abraham Lorantz, late of Iredell

County-, in his Last Will and Testament, afler directing a sale of his pro.

j)erty, and making some specilic legacies, says, '// is, then, my icUl, that

the. baJn/ire., or remaining ijurt of my estate, or money arising from llie «-

foresaid sales, should be vesfed. in the hands of the Trustees of the Syvod

of Nor!h Carolina, to the end, that it may further the promidgation of the

gospel of the Lord Jesits Christ:' That Joseph P. Caldwell has adminis-

tered on the estate of the said Testator, with the will annexed;—has made

sales of the personal property, and paid off the special Legacies;—has, in

his hands, a small balance of money, the proceeds of said sales; and there

is still a tract of land unsold:— Rut, there being no Trustees of Synod, the

committee recommend, that three suitable persons be appointed Trustees

of the Synod of TS'orth Carolina, with full pov^'ers to them and their suc-

cessors in office, to receive, take chaige of, and mar;age to the best ad-

Vii,ita"-e, and account to Synod for, according to law, all moneys, property,

and estate, belonging, or which may accrue and enure to the said Synod;

and es|iecia!ly to liquidate and settle with the said administrator, for and

concerning the said residuary Legacy; to advise and act with him in the

sale of the said Tract of land;—to demand and receive all moneys and

other estate which may be embraced in the said residuary Legacy, for the

use and purpose mentioned in the said devise or bequest;—tiiai they give

all proper receipts and ac^juittances for the same; and hold the said mo.

ueys and property, subject to the further order of this Synod; and that they

make full report, in the premises, to this Synod, at its next Stated Sessions."

"Respectfully submitted."

(Signed) "H. POTTER, Chairman of the Committee."

"Nov'r 9th, 1844.

Agreeably to the recommendation contained in the ])receding report,

Syn.Kl appointed the Rev'd John M. Wilson, Col. Thomas A. Allison, and

Dolphin Alston Davis, Esq., as Trustees of this Synod, tor the several pur-

poses above specified.
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Agreeably to the order of tlie day, The Rev'd Joseph Mahon, an ac
credited Agent ot" the General Assembly's Board of Missions, was heard,

on the siibjeet of his Agency.

The conunittee to whom the communication from The Rev'd Wm. A.

IMcDowell, D. D., on tlie subject of J)omestic Missions, had been referred,

with direction to embrace, in their report thereon, an account of the pre.

sent exertions of the several Presbyleries composing this Synod, in the

Domestic IMissionary cause, exhibited their report; which, being read,

considered, and amended, was adopted; and is as follows; viz:

"The committee appointed to take into consideration, the subject of

Donipsfic Missions, beg leave to submit the following report.

"Whereas it appears, that great diversity exists, in the action of the

Presbyteries, on the subject of Domestic Missions; and whereas it is very

desiriible, that the Avhole church should unite, in one system of operations;

and whereas this Synod has entire confidence in, and a sincere afRiction

for, the General Assembly's Board of Missions: Therefore, ^^KesoJved,

"1. That it be, and it hereby is, earnestly recommended to all the Pres-

byteries composing this Synod, to become directly auxiliary to the Gene-
ral Assembly's Board of Missions.

"2. That it be, and it hereby is, further recommended to each of the

said Presbyteries, to appoint a standing, corresponding. Executive Com-
mittee of Domestic Missions; who shall be authorised to recommend Mis-

sionaries, designate their fields of labour, receive funds tor their support,

suggest the amount to be paid to each, and report, annually, their doings,

to their respective Presbyteries, and to the Board.
"3. That the Assembly's Board issue all commissions, and draw on the

Treasurer of each Presbytery tor such sums of money as may have been
stipulated for the support of the Missionaries employed, so far as the Mis-

sionary funds in the hands of the respective Treasurers will admit;—it be-

ing understood, that any deficiimcy which may exist in the Missionary fund

of any of the said Presbyteries, is to be supplied by the said Board; and
that, when, in the Missionary fund of any of the said Presb3'teries, there

is a surplus over and above what may be due to the Missionaries em-
ployed, such surplus, shall be deposited in the Treasury of the said Board.

"4. That the General Assembly's Board be respectfully requested, to

send, occasionally, into the bounds of this Synod, such Agent or Agents as

they may consider necessar}', for raising the funds needful, to carry into

execution, their benevolent plans.

"5. That it be earnestly recommended to the churches within the

bounds of our Synod, to receive the aibresaid Agents cordially.

"6. That it be, and it hereby is, recommended to each of the Presbj'-

teries of this Synod, to appoint, from their number, a Missionary Agent,
whose duty it shall be, when the Agent of the Board is not in the field,

either personally or by correspondence with the Pastors and Sessions, to

see that the subject is presented, annually, to all the Churches, for their

liberal support.

"7. That the "Missionary Chronicle" be recommended, as well worthy
of the patronage of our churches.

"With reference to the operations of the Presbyteries of this Synod, on
this subject, your committee report,

3
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"1. That the Presbytery of Orange has eniph)yed one Missionary, lo-

cated in the County of Orange; and raises between four and five hundred
dollars for the cause; and tliat the Missionary field, within the limits of
that Presbytery, is large and iiiviting.

"2. That the Presbytery of Concord has employed three Missionaries:

—one located in Macon County; one in Buncombe; and one in McDowell;
that these Missionaries are supported, in part, by the people among whom
they labour; and that, for the balance of their respective salaries, the

Presbytery is responsible; that the said Presbytery has, during the past

year, raised between six and seven hundred dollars, for the cause; and
that four or five other Missionaries are urgently called for, to supply the

destitute, in places presenting a favourable prospect of building up new
churches.

"3. That the Presbytery of Fayetteville had one Missionary employed,
during the past vear, at a Salary of Four Hundred Dollars; which sum is

raised by the Presbytery; and that a large extent of country is presented,

as Missionary ground, promising an ample reward to faithlul Missionary
labour."

"All which is respectfully submitted."

"JOHN M. WILSON,
"ELIJAH F. ROCKWELL,
"ROBERT BURWELL,

(Signed,) "EVANDER McNAIR,
J>
Committee."

"JOHN R. McINTOSH,
"HENRY POTTER,
"JESSE BROWN,

The committee to whom the records of the Presbytery of Fayetteville

had been referred, exhibited their report; which, being read, considered,

and amended, was adopted; and is as l()llows; viz:

"The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of

Fayetteville beg leave to report, that they have attended to the duty as-

signed to them;—t!iat they find the said records neatly and accurately

kept; and recommend, that the book be approved, up to Page 118, with
the following exceptions; viz:

"1. In the first resolution, on the sulyect of the quorum question, record-

ed upon Page 86, the Presbytery express the opinion, that a Presbytery

cannot be constituted in the absence of Ruling-Elders, in opposition to the

expressed views of the Assembly, on that subject.

"2. And again: In the third resolution, on the subject of the imposition

of hands, in the ordination of Ministers, the opinion is expressed, that Ru-
ling-Elders, while sitting in Presbytery, are entitled to take part in laying

hands upon Ministers, in their ordination; which opinion, your committee
regard, as in opposition to the recently expressed views of the General
Assembly."

"Respectfully submitted."

.^. , s "CYRUS JOHNSTON, > ^, .,, „
(Signed,)

,,J^^^^ p PHIFER, \
<^«"^"^i«ee.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the Bible cause, ex-

hibited their report; which, being read, was adopted; and is as follows; viz:

"The committee appointed to take into consideration the Bible cause,

beg leave to submit the fbllo'.viug r'eport.
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"Your committee think it unnecessary to recommend the adoption of any

new resohjtions, on this subject; inasmuch as the Synod, at their last Sta-

ted Sessions, were sutiicientl)' pointed, in the expression ot" their views,

relative to this interesting cause; and as any additional resohitions, could

only be a useless repetition. Your committee, however, think, that some
notice ofthis subject should be taken, at the present Sessions, for the ben-

efit of those brethren, who have Ijeen, heretofore, inactive, in the promo-

tion ofthis noble cause.

"The AgeiU, who has been labouring witliin our bounds, gives encour.

aging intelligence, as regards his success in carrying on his work; while,

at the same time, he mourns over the destitution of the Word of lite, which

he daily finds, among the ditlerent orders of society: and, from all that your

committee can learn, from ditlereut sources,—from the progress of this

good work,—from the alarming destitution of the Word of God, in almost

every neigiibourhood visited by the Agent,—and from the increasing wil-

lingness of the people, to act promptly and efHciently in this holy cause,

your committee respectfully recommend to Synod, the propriety of inviting

the particular attention of their people to this important subject; and that

it be urged upon each Pastor, to co-operate with the other christian de-

nominations in our land, in the promotion of the Bible cause.

"Respectfully submitted."

"DANIEL A. PENICK,
)

(Signed,) "ARCH'D BAKER, } Committee."
"JESSE BROWN, )

At 3 o'clock, P. M., according to the arrangement proposed by the com-
mittee appointed tor the purpose, Synod spent some time in devotional ex-

ercises. These exercises were solemn and interesting; and, it is hoped,

were found spiritually profitable.

The committee appointed to prepare a connected summary of the in-

formation received, touching the progress of religion in the several church-

es under the care of this Synod, submitted their draft of said summary;
which, being read, was adopted; and is as f)!Iows; viz:

^'Narrative of the slate of religion, presented by the Synod of North
Carolina, to the churches under their care.

"Christian Bretiikex,
"Whatever relates to the interests of the Redeemer's king-

dom, is dear to the hearts of all his sincere followers. With feelings of

deep anxiety, we received the Annual Reports of the churches within our

bounds, recounting the dealings of God's providence towards them, and
all those events and circumstances, which afiect their spiritual condition.

And, as your first attention is naturally directed to the religious history of

the past year, we herewith lay before you, a general statement of the in-

formation received by us, and expected by you. These reports, consider-

ed in the general tone of their statements, as to the interests of religion,

may be reduced to two classes.

"1. A small class of them address us in the language of humiliation and
despondency; and speak of the cause of religion, as depressed and discour-

aging. While harmony, and peace, and an outward attention to the ordi-

nances of God's house and the duties of religion exist; and a feeble, lan-

guid CD-operatibn, in b'ebalf ofthe benevolent operations of the chu;-'Ch, is
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givon;—Inkowarnaness, worldly.miiidedness, and inactivity prevail, Chris,
tians do not sufficiently distinouish tlienisoJvt's iVoin tlie people of the
Avorld; the vital warmth ol'[)iety is wanting; and family religion is suffered

to decline. It would appear also, that the suspension of the influences of
Ciod's Holy Spirit; the loss, by death, of unusually large numbers of the
most active and enterprizing members of our churclies; with other forms
of providential trial and rebuke, have not produced any adequate humilia-
fion, repentance, and sanctifying effects, among the children of God; but
that 'the cares of the world, the deceilfulness of riches,' the conformity of
many to fashie>nab!e amusements, and the great neglect of the means of
promoting vital godliness, still continue to prevail.

"2. A larger class of reports from the churches, present a more encour-
aging picture of their spiritual condition. These speak of considerable,
and, in a few cases, of unusual additions to the churches. Otiiers mention
an increased attendance upon the public ordinances of God's house, and
a growing attachment to social meetings for prayer and other devotional
exercises. In the absence «>f any general revival,—excepting in the

church of Haw-fields, in the Presbytery of Orange, where God has gra-
ciously poured out his Spirit, with mighty power,—God's people have ex-
perienced solemn and joyful seasons of refreshing; and a gradual acces-
8ion of mendjers has followed. United in mutual confidence and aflec-

tion. Pastors and people have preserved 'the unity of the Spirit in the bonds
of peace'; and an encouraging attention to the word spoken, has marked
the dispensation of the gospel. C'ongregatiitns have been strengthened
and increased in numbers; houses of public worship have been erected, or
are in the progress of erection; ministers have been diligent and laithfiil

in their work; and prayer-meetings, Bible classes, Sabbath Schools, and
Catechetical instruction, have been well sustained; and are increasing.
"From the reports which we have received, we cannot doubt, that the

benevolent schemes of the church are gaining a gradual, yet a firmer and
deeper hold, on the hearts and atiections of our people. Though the be-
nevolent contributions of some of our churches, during the past year, have
been diminished, we are disposed to attribute this rather to some adventi-
tious circumstances afTecting them temporarily, than to any diminution of
interest in those great objects of christian charity. We are, however, far

from having attained that standard in free and generous liberality, which
would make us feel it to be our distinguished privilege, as well as our
bounden duty, to regard ourselves as the stewards of God, in advancing
his cause, in the world.

From authentic sources of information received by us, you will learn,

and doubtless, with the same grief that we have felt, that the Candidates
for the Gospel Ministry within our bounds, are fewer in number than in

former years. Whatever may be the cause of this diminution, the fact is

alarming; and should be seriously pondered, by our churches and Presby-
teries. We urge you. Dear Brethren, to renew your prayers to the great
Lord of the Harvest, that He would send l()rlh more labourers into his

Harvest. The moment that our supply of Ministers is lessened, our Mis-
sionary efforts must be crippled. The charity of the church is in a health-

ful state, only when there is a simuhaneous and harmonious growth of all

its deperKleiit parti?. It bectMaee iw, therefoix^; to watch, ajifcl labour, and
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pray. tTiat pious yomifi men, who are called of Cod unto tliis work, should

he trained tor tlie Minisirv of our ciiurch.

"The Synod advert, witli pleasure, to the luiiiormity with wljich the

churches, in thtMr reports, speak of an increased and grovvin<r attention, to

JSabbath scliool, Hil)lical, and Cnthechetical instruction. The doctrines

a:id the Spirit of that form of Christianity, which is drawn from the Bii^le,

and embodied in our Catechisms, are the power of God to salvation, the

lile of the church, and the glory of our Nation. In these precious and ho-

ly doctrines, in their living power, our children and youth must be trained

up, if we would hope tor a generation of men, suited to the times in wiiich

they will be called to act, in the church of God. In many of our churches,

where the religious instruction of children had been formerly entrusted en-

tirely to the Sabbath schools, they are now regularly assembled, by Min-
isters and Ruling-Elders, for the purpose of catechetical instruction; and,

in many families, there has been a revival of the blessed and tiu)e hon-

oured practice, of communicating instruction, on every Sabbath evening,

in the formularies of our church.

"This leads us to draw your attention to another subject of deep inter-

est, viz: the religious instruction of our slaves: Particular reference is

liad to this matter, in nearly every report from the churches of the Pres-

bytery of Fayetteville: yet, from every quarter, an increasing interest is

manifested, in the spiritual interest of our slave population; and cheering

assurance is given, that these labours, tor their benefit, are not in vain, in

the Lord. The Pastor of a church in the Presbytery of Fayetteville re-

ports, that his coloured congregation has more than quadru|)led, during

the past year; and, in several of the churches in this Presbytery, larger

congregations of coloured persons than of white, are regularly assembled,

to receive religious instruction.

"Of the progress of the Temperance cause, we have received various

reports, from the churches. In some places, it is advancing, with a stea-

dy progress; while, in others, it appears to be on the decline: and this de-

cline, we believe, is to be ascribed more to the culpable apathy of its

friends, than to the opposition of its enemies. On the whole, we have
reason to fear, that this important interest is less thriving than it has been
in former years. Whatever ditierence of opinion may exist, among the

friends of this great cause, as to the best means of promoting the end at

which they aim, there can be no doubt, that it is the duty of the church,
with diligence and prayer, to apply, to the correction of the evils of intem-
perance, the truth which God has committed to her, for the salvation of
men.

"During the past year, some of our brethren beloved in the Lord, and an
unusually large number of our most devoted and influential private mem-
bers, have been called from their earthly labours, to enter on their eter-

nal reward. This statement tails, with solemn import, on our ears, as
memory recalls the dear and honoured fellow-labourers, some of them
while yet in the prime and strength and vigour of manhood, who have closed
their earthly career, and are consigned to the silent tomb. The voice of
persuasive eloquence, has ceased;—the greeting hand of friendship, is out-

stretched no more; and the counsels, and prayers, and labours of life, are
for ever en'ded. Let us all consider, Dear i3rethren, ho'w soon our own
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lips may be sealed in deatli; and what our hands find to do, let us do with
all our might, while it is yet day; tor the night coineth, when no man can
work."

The following resolution, submitted by the committee on the Narrative,

was unanimously adopted; viz:

Resolved, That the first Monday of February ensuing, be set apart, as

a day of hnniiliation, fasting, and prayer tor the out-pouring of the Spirit

of God, to be (jliserved by all the churches within the bounds of this Synod.
The following resolutions were also adopted; viz:

Resolved, That each Church, or union or association of churches con-

stituting a Pastoral charge, and each church, or union or association of

churches enjoying the labours of a Minister as a stated supply, luider the

jurisdiction of this Synod, l)e required, henceforth, to pay into the hands of

the Treasurer of its own Presbytery, the sum of lifty cents, annually; and
that the Treasurers of the several Presbyteries, pay over the said contri-

butions to the Treasurer of this Sj^nod, to meet the contingent expenses of

Synod.

Resolved, That the Minutes of this Synod, hereafter, be published, in

paniphlet-torm; and that a sufficient number of copies thereof be printed,

to furnish each Minister with a copy, and also to supply all the Eldership

entitled to seats in Synod, each with a copy.

The Stated Clerk of Synod, together with Messrs. George McNeill,

James Martine, and John McArn, were appointed a committee to carry

the above resolution into effect, in reference to the Minutes of the present

Sessions.

The following Minute was submitted; and fjeing read, was adopted; viz:

Whereas the Histories of the State of North Carolina that have here-

tofore been published, are imperfect and incomplete;—whereas there is

reason to believe, that there are various and important documents con-

nected with the early History of Carolina, deposited in the Colonial de-

partment of the Archives of the British Government, at London; and
Avhereas the British Government have given liberal assurances of a wil-

lingness to allow copies of these doctmients to be taken;—therefore.

Resolved, That a respectful memorial, from this body, be presented to

the Legislature of this State, about to assemble, praying that they may
take this subject into their consideration, and make provision tor sending

an Agent to England, to collect such materials as may there be found,

that will be of service, in compiling a correct History of this State.

Resolved, That, inasmuch as The Hon. David L. Swain has, t5)r some
time, turned his attention to this subject, has collected many rare and

valuable documents, and is familiar with the History of this State, it be

respectfully suggested to the Legislature, that he be appointed as such

Agent; and that provision be made to sustain his expenses; and further,

that, when he shall have collected suitable materials, he be requested to

compile and publish a complete History of this State.

The Moderator, and Stated Clerk of Synod, and The Hoji. Henry Pot-

ter, were appointed a Committee to prepare a Memorial, conformable to

the above resolutions; and it was Ordered, that said Memorial be signed

by the Moderator and Stated Clerk; and, thus authenticated, that it be duly

for%vardcd tb the Legislature.
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The following is the Memorial, prepared by the Committee appointed

for the purpose: viz:

"'/"o the Hon. The General Assembly of the State of North CaroUiia.

"The Memorial of the Synod of North Carolina,

respectfully represents,

"That all the Histories of North Carolina which have been heretofore

published are imperfect and incomplete; that the two tirst were very lim-

ited, and seem to have been written, rather tor the promotion of private

ends, tiian as a faithful narrative of tacts, up to the time of writing. Wil-
liamson's and Martin's are more full; yet, are obviously incomi)lete, as

they do not contain many important tacts, in relation to the early settle-

ments, and to their progress in the State. A well digested and compiete
History of the State, is, therefore, a desideratum; which, your memorial-
ists think, every good citizen will desire to attain. To complete such a
History will require, tor collecting and arranging the d(^cuments, more
time ajid expense, than any person, in his individual capacity, could be
expected to appropriate to this purpose.

•'Your Memorialists have learned, that your Honourable Body have
been certified, that there are, in the Colonial Otiice at London, a large

amount of documents that will be of material service in compiling such a
History as is wanted; and that the British Government has signilied its

willingness, that copies of these documents may be taken. Your Memo-
rialists, therefore, beg leave to ask, that an Agent be commissioned to go
to England, and there procure copies of such papers, and collect such in-

formation, as he may deem important, in compiling a History of the State;

and that provision be made, by the Legislature, for defraying the expenses

of such Agent, while engaged in making the collection.

"Y'our Memorialists also beg leave, further to represent, that, as it is

generally understood, that The Hon. David L. Swain, President of the

University, has, for some time past, turned his attention, extensively, to

this subject; has collected many valuable documents; and is familiar with

the History of the State, he be commissioned, as this Agent; and that he
also be requested to prosecute the work; aiid, when he shall have col-

lected suitable materials, to compile and publish a full and complete His-

tory of the State, coming down as near to the present time as he may
think expedient. The relations now subsisting between our Government
and that of Great Britain are such, as your Memorialists are led to con-

sider as rendering the present a pecidiarly favourable time, for collecting,

in that country, the materials desired. Your Memorialists also beg leave

to suggest, that, in sending out the Head of the University, tor the purpose

specified, you will do what, in many ways, will be serviceable to the Slate,

both in relation to its literature and history. Believing that the person
named is peculiarly qualified for the purpose specified, and entertaining,

as they do, a deep sense of the importance of having a good History of
the State, your Memorialists beg leave to present this subject to the con-
sideration of your Honourable Body; praying that you, in your wisdom,
may see fit to make provision to carry into execution the ditlerent objects

for which your Memorialists have prayed."
"And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray."

/q. ^„„ , V "SIMEON COLTON, Moderator.
^ ^ ^ ^' "COLIN McIVER-, Stated Clwk.
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Tlio Stated Clerk suljinittcd a Synodical Report to the General Assem-
bly, growirdeJ on the Aiuuial Reports of tlie Pri's])y(crios to this Synod,

which, being read, was adopted, and ordered to be recorded; and is as

fbUows; viz:

"The Synod of Xorth Carolina report to the (leneral Assembly, that

they consist of Three Presbyteries; and that these Presbyteries, consist,

in wiiole, of Sevenly-eight members; having, under their care, On© hnn«

dred and thirty-seven congregations, nine licentiates, and nineteen can-

didates; viz:

PRESHYTKRTlia.

1...0raritff;

2...Concord
3...F;iyettc-ville

To;.

iMlNISTKHS.

.31.

'20.

CONGKF.GATIONS

.40.

.4.1.

v.i:

IjICE.NTIATKS. CANniu.\ii.s.

"The Synod further reports, that, witliin the past year, it.s Presbytcrie.s

have ordained tiiree Ministers; two as l*astors, and one as an Evangelist;

licensed five probationers; trfinsferred, from one Presbytery to another

within the Synod, one licentiate; instituted, in three instunces, the Pi'.^-

lural nlation, by the .solemnity of in.stallalion, in cases in which the Min-

isters had been previously ordained; dismissed one Minister and two li-

centiates, to be connected with other Presbyteries; dissolved one Pastoral

relation; and h)st, by death, four Mini.ster«: and that their ne.xt Synodical

Sessions is to be held in the Presbyterian Church, in the town of Char-

lotte, in the County of Mecklenburg and State of North Carolina, to com-

meace on Friday, the 7th of November, 1845, at 7 o'clock, P. M.
"'By order of the Synod."

(Signed,) "COLIN McIVER, Stated Clerk.

Fai/cUeville, N. C, Sahirday, 9fh Nov'r, 1844.

The tbllowing resolution was submitted; and being read, was unani-

mou.'^ly adopted; viz:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Synod be tendered to the citizens of

Fayetteviile, for their kindness and hospitality to its members, during iis

present Sessions; and also to those churches of other denominations, who
have opened their Houses of Wrjrship, and their Puljjits, to the Ministers

of this Synod, in the course of the present meeting.

Adjourned, to meet, hi the Presbyterian Church, in the Town of Char-

lotte, in the County of Mecklenburg and State of North Carolina, on Friday

the 7th of November 1845, at 7 o'clock, P. M.

Concluded with Prayer, the Christian Doxology, and the Apostolic

Benediction.






