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MINUTES.
pAtURDAY, OCTOBKR IG, 1875.

. 1. The congregiitioii liaving assem-

bled at the stand, the Introductory Ser-

mon to the fifth annual session of the

New River Baptist Association was
preached by Elder J. B. Iluckabee,

from Xehemiah Gtli chap, and 3rd v,

:

"And I sent messengers unto them,
saving-, I am doing a great work, so

tliat I cannot come down : why should

tiie work cease, whilst I leave it, and
come down to you ?"

2. After half hour's recess the mess-

engers and delegates assembled in the

meeting-house," and the Association

was duly opened. Prayer by Elder B.

v. Shirley, former Moderator.
3. By motion agreed to vote for Mod-

erator and Clerk as the letters were
called.

4. Called for, received and read the

letters from the churches, and enrolled I

the names of delgates. (See table.)

Aiid the election resulted in tlie choice

of Elder B. V. Shirley, Moderator ; and
H. M. Bell, Clerk.

5. Invited visiting Ministers to seats.

,6. Opened the door for the reception

of new churches, and received a peti-

tionary letter from Double Branches,
by the hands of her delegates, to-wit

:

I. N. Ashcraft and B. M. Price, whicli

church, after some inquiry, being re-

garded orthodox and orderly, was re-

ceived, by inviting her delegates to

seats and extending to them the right

hand of fellowship.

7. The Moderotor then appointed the

following committees

:

PreacMng—F . M. Yerby, D. G. Kirk-
land, with the Pastor and Deacons of

Macedonia church.
Documents—W. L. Jones, K. J. Dyer

and Moses Walters, and by motion the
Association added Moderator and Cl'k.

Arrangements—J. C. Jones, J. B.
Huckabee, and J. E. Bell.

Temperance—Ira Griffin, S. Appling
.and T. J. Fowler.

. Finanee—W. B. Melton, R. W. Woods
and W. F. Baker.

Circular Letter—J. B. Huckabee, J.

E. Bell and N. J. Dyer.
Nominations—Ira Griffin, E. Melton

and A. J.Reeves.
8. The Committee on Preaching re-

ported :—That Elder L. B.* Harbin
preach to-night at brother A A Smith's,

liUler J, E. Bell at brother G. S. Tuck-

er's, and Elder W. L. Jones at brothei'
J. Dowuiug's; Sabbath Sciiool mass-
meeting to-morrow morning at 9
o'clock, to be conducted by Elder J. E.
Bell.

9. Appointed a Committee on the
Centennial niove, to- wit : J. E. Bell,

J. C. Jones aild J. B. Huckabee.
10. Adjoui n<Hl to meet at 8^^ o'clock

Moilday morning. Prayer by Ekler J.

C. Jones.

SrxDAY, October 17, 1875.

_

11. Tlie services were conducted in
tlie order reported by Committee on
Preaching. B. V. Shirlev preached at

11 o'clock, from Matt. 28: 19 and 20:

"Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of tlie Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob-

serve all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, I anl with you
alway, eVen unto the end of the world."
A collection and subscription was taken
up, which amounted to $— cash, and
$— subscription. Elder X. J. Dyer
preached in the afternoon, from He-
brews 9: 27. "And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, and after this

the judgment."

MoxDAY, October 18, 1875.

12. The Association met pursuant to

adjournment, and opened with prayer
by Elder G. W. Gravlee.

13. Called for report of Committee on
Arrangement, which being read was
adopted, as follows: 1st. Read Constl-
stitution. Articles of Faith, and Rules
of Decorum. 2d. Call names of Dele-
gates and mark absentees. 3d. Call
for Correspondence. 4th. Return Cor-
respondence. 5th. Call for report of
Committee on Documents. 6th. Call

for report of Committee on Circular
Letter. 7th. Call for report of Dis-
trict Meetings. 8th. Call for report of
Committee on Nominations. 9th. Call
for report of Sabbath School Board.

—

10th. Call for report of Committee on
Temperance. 11th. Call for report of
Executive Committee. 12th. Call for

report of Treasurer. 13th. Appoint
a Treasurer. 14th. Call for report
of Centennial Committee. 15th.

Call for report of Committee on Fi-

nance. 16th. Call for Miscellaneous
Business. J. C. Jones, Chm'n,
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IJ. Rc';i(l ConstitutitMi, Arliclcs
FaiLli and Kules ot'Dcroriuii.

'15. CalkHl i.amos uf Delegates and
liiarked absentees.

10, Called lor eorre.«pondenf e and re-

ceived Iron' Yellow Creek a Letur by
her mes.seng-er, Elder L. E. Corl)ett;
from North"IJiver, Letter and ]\[inutes

by her messengers, Elds. L. li. Harbin
and D. Manasco. From Tusealoosa,
letter and minntes withont messen
gers. The Moderator, while ex-
tending the right hand of fel-

lowshiiJ, cordially invited the Messen-
gei-sto seats.

17. lieturned Correspondence as fol-

lows: To Yellow Creek, Elder X.J.
Dyer, C. M. Weeks, Elds. J. B. Ilucka-
bee and J. E. Eell, and brethren I. X.
Ashcraftand M. Sliirey; Xorth Kiver,
Elds. A. A. Smith, G. W. Gravlee, J.

E.Bell and B. V. Shirley, and brother
J. T. Lyle; Tuscaloosa, Elders J. B.
nuekabec,G. W. Gravlee, J. E. Bell

and B. Y. Sliirley, and brethren E.
Melton and Ira GriHin. Upon motion
it was agreed that we omit an appoint-
ment of correspondence witli the Un-
ion Association for the present.

18. Called for report of Committee on
Documents, which, after reading, was
adopted, item at a time, as follows:

We, your committee on documents, re-

port that we find a query from New
Bethel church, thus : "Is it right to

receive a member into our fellowship

upon a letter of dismission from an
anti-Missionary church':"' and also a

communication from Mt. Joy church,

complaining against her sister, Mt.

Zion, in the exercise of discipline, and
asking the Association to appoint a

committee to investigate the cause of

complaint; and we recommend that

the Association duly consider and ad-

vise as to the query, and that she ap-

point a committee of lifteen to inquire

concerning the matter of complaint

from Mt. Joy. Respec'y submitted,
W.L. JOMES, Chm'n.

19. The Association then took up the

query from New Bethel, and, after dis-

cussing, answered in the negative, i. e.,

It is not.

20. Appointed the following breth-

ren to constitute a committee to inves-

tigate the matter of complaint from

Mt. Jov, to-wit: J.C. Jones, W. L.

Jones, J. B. Ferguson, J. E. Bell, G.

W. Gravlee, N. J. Dyer, Moses Wal-
ters, AV. F. Baker, D. G. Kirklaml,

Ira Grinin, E. Melton, 11. M. Bell, G%
W. McDonald, F. M. Yerby, and by
motion added B. V. Sliirhjy; it being
agreed to leave out the delegates from
yh. Joy and Mt. Zion.

21. Called for report of Committee on
(Circular Letter, which, being read, af-
ter the reading of the Circular Letter,
was adopted, a* follows: We, your
committee on circular letter, beg leave
to submit tlie following—We have care-
fully examined the Circular Letter and
earnestly recommend its reading, adop-
tion, and printing in our Minutes.

liespectfully submitted,
J. B. HucKABEfi, Chm'n.

22. Called for repolt of District
Meetings, Avhich were received, and
are as follows: 1st District Meeting to
be held with Concord Church, com-
mencing Friday before the fourth Sun- •

day in August, l876;Elder J. B. Huck-
abee to preach the Introductory Ser-
mon, Elder J. E. Bell, alternate; Eld.
B. V. Shirley to preach at 11 o'clock on
Sunday, Elder N. J. Dyer, alternate.
Subject for discussion Saturday morn-
ing: "Is foot-washing a church or-
dinance?" opened by A. M. Nuckols
andE. T. Akins. Evening—"\Vhatis
the proper discipline of tlie church?"
opened by Wm. G. Baker and G. W.
Gravlee. Next session of the Associa-
tion to be held with Shepherd Church.
2nd District Meeting to be held with

Harmony Grove Church, commencing
on Friday before the first Sunday in
September, 1876, Elder J. C. Jones to
preach tlie Introductory Sermon, Eld.
B. V. Shirley, alternate. Eld. J. B.
Huckabee to preach Sunday at II

o'clock, on the subject of Foot-washing.
Elder Wm. L. Jones to preach at 2
o'clock Sunday evening. Subjects for
discussion Saturday morning: "Is the
Baptist Church kow, or has it ever been
aprotestantbody ?" opened by deacons
J. M. Spann and E. H. Erwin. Satur-
day evening; "In our confession we
saj that we believe in- the final perse-
verance of the Saints : Is final persever-
ance of the Saints the proper term (ac-

cording to the Scrii^ture,) to use to ex-
press Baptist belief?" opened by W. B.
Shirley and G. W. McDonald. The
following subjects for exegesis to be
written by the following brethren, to

be read Friday afternoon : First, Isiah

62 : 2, "Thou shalt be called by a new
name," by J. J. Dickinson. Second,
John ll:2j "In my Father's house are
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many mansion?, " liv Jo>i;;h Shirley.

TliirVl, Eev. 12 : 7, "There was war in

Heaven," by Avery Kidd. Fourth,
Heb. 4: 12, "Is the Soul and Spirit

ol'nian one and the same thing?" by
Samuel Appling-. Sabbath S. Ma!^s

Jleeting SundaA' at 9, a. m., conducted
by Elder B.V. Shirley.

23. Called lor report of Committee
on Xominations, which was received
and adopted, as follows: We, your
committee on nominations submit the
following report: Eliier B. V. Shirley
to preach the Introductory Sermon,
Elder J. E. Eell, alternate; "Eld. J, B.
Ilnckabee to preach at 11 o'clock Sun-
day, Eld. E. T. Akins, alternate; Eld.
J . B Huckabee to write Circiihir Letter.

Ira GiUFFix, C^hm'n.
24. On motion appointed J. E. Bell

to write a letter of correspondence.
25. Called for report of Committee

<?n Temperance, which, after being
read, was adopted, as follows: We
3'our committee on 'I'emperance sub-
i^ilt the folloM'ing: We have had the
subject under careful consideratien,
and from what we can learn, we are
happy in being able to inform you that
amongst our brethren the use of intoxi-
cating drinks has been measurably
abandoned ; the influeiice of which is

now wonderf>illy perceptable amongst
the Avorld. We would therefore urge,
and pray, that the reformation in the
Baptist Church be continued until it

shall be said, of a truth, that the
(Jhurch of Christ teach the whole truth,
by precept and example, upon the sub-
ject of Temperance. Kesp^ectfully sub-
mitted, Ika Griffin, Chm'n.

2G. Called for report of Executive
Committee, which was handed in and
is as follows: In the absence of the
C'hairman we rejiort nothing done,
either of collecting mone}- or by waj^
of employing a Missionary. We do not
even l»now of a single meeting of the
committee. Kesijectfnlly sulimitted,

W.'B. Melton,
II. M. Ekll.

27. Called for report of Treasurer,
which was received, as follows:
On hand and unexpended Asso-

ciational Fund of 1873, $ 7,50
Received from Unance Commit-

mittee Minute Fund of 1874, 27,95
Eec'dF. Com. AssociaT Fund, 14,45

Total,
Paid for Printing Minutes,

$49,90
27,95

Pail! to Dologatcs to the Bapfet
State Convention, 11,95-

Paid Clerk, by order of Associa'n, 10,00

Total, -H0,90
IT. M. Bell, Treasurer.

28. Pcappointed H. M. Bell, Treas'r.

29. Called for report of the Sabbath

Scliool Board, and received and adopt-

ed the same as follows: Dear brethren,

WevourS. S. Board submit the fol-

lowing report for your earnest and

l)raverful consideration : AVe have been

unable to do anything in the way of an

Evangelist, owing to the want ot mon-

ey. However, at our annual meetings

we have held Sabbath School Mass

Meetings, where great interest was

manifested. In consequence of no

means on hand, and in view of the
^

greatness of the work, we would recom-

mend the continuance of a Sabbath

School Board ; that said Board be ex-

pected to arrange for holding at least

two S.S. Mass Meetings in each Dis-.

trictofthis Association, on each 5th

Sunday after November next; to make-

the best arrangements to have said

meetings generally known, and have

such speakers as will, to the best ot

their abilitv, investigate the subject of

S. Schools "before the congregations

thus assembled ; and to arrange tor the

taking up of collections for S. S, pur-

poses, at each meeting; and any other

arrangements they may deem necessa-

ry. Andtliat aneflbitbe made to se-

cure a visit from our State S. S. Evan-

gelist, during the Associational year,

to our Assoc^iation. Kespet*tfully sub-

mitted, J.B. IIucKABKE. Chm'n.
30. Called for report of Centennial

Committee, which was adopted as fol-

lows : Your Centennial Committee beg

leave to report the following :

Whereas, Itis our privilege to enjoy

the civil and religious liberty, which
was established in the United States in

1776, and perpetuated to the Centennial

year nov»' at hand, it is lit, that in some
suitable way we sl|OW our appreciation

of the sacrilices and labor of our Fath-

ers, to whom we are indebted for this

great boon. That to the Baptist espe-

ciallvthisis a glorious opportunity of

expressing the gratitude of their hearts

to God; who, through our Baptist

Fathers, has handed down to us and
our children the inestimable blessing;

of soul liberty. Whereas, The Baptise^

of our State have agreed to unite in thi.s^
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crc;it niovo, and on tlie 1th day of July,
lJ^70, ])r(ii)ose to briii;^ U]) a iiieniovial

f;ift of Oiii' ]Jollar for each Ba])ti>=t,

witii wliicli to endow Howard College;
an in!«titiition for tlio education of ]Min-
isuTs, as well as other young men;
therefore

—

I?t'.s<)lred, That in order to assist in
this enterprise a eonnnittee of five

hrethien be appointed in this Associa-
tion at largf to see after this matter,
and tliat this committee he instructed
to appoint oije brother in each church
in our hounds, t'uif we may do what we
can in this work,

lh'ftolv<)(l, That we appoint two Cen-
teninal Mass Meetings, one in each Dis-
trict, to he held on the 4th day of July,
3870, to be strictly religious meetings,
Avhere appropriate addresses may be
liuide on this subject.

J. E. Bkll, Chm'n.
31. Adjourned for' one hour. Come

together according to adjournment.
32. Appointed the following breth-

ren to coystitnte the committee recom-
mended bv the Centennial Committee,
to-wit: J.'E. Bell, J. B. Huckabee, G.
W. Gravlee, T. J. Fowler and J. B.
Ferguson.

33. By motion agreed to continue the
same S. S. Board as last year.

34. Called for and received report of
committee on Finance, as follows:
Kec'd from the churches Minute
Fund,

.f
24,20

Associational Fund, 14,65

Total, $38,85
W. B. MrxTOx, Chairman.

35. Appointed the following breth-

ren as an Executive Board for the next
Associational year, to-wit : D. G. Kirk-
land, II. M. Bell, W. B. Melton, Ira
Grillln and Samuel Appling.

3(j. Upon motion of Elder J. C. Jones
agreed to change the time of the meet-
ing of the Association to the secom
Sunday in September, connnencing
Saturday before.

37. The following resolution being
offered was, by motioii, unanimously
adopted

:

Ji'i-solvcfl, That the thanks of this body
are due and hereby tendered to Mace-
doni;i church and vicinity, for their

very kind and lil)eral hospitality to us
during the presentsessipn.

38. Appointed the following brethren
to represent us in the Alabama Baptist

State Convention, to-wit: J. C.Jones,
J. B. Huckabee, B. V. Shirley and J.

E. Bell.

39. By rnotion ordered that the Clerl.

see to the printing of the Minutes, re-

serve the usual numbei-for correspond-
ence, have as many copies printed as

theMin|ite fund will pay for, receive

i)ilO for his service:? out of the Associa-
tional fund, and pay over balance of

fund to the delegates to Baptist State
Convention.

40. Read and corrected Minutes.
41. By motion adjourned to meet

with Shepherd church, 12 miles south
of Fayette C. H., on Saturday before

the second Sunday in September, 1570,

Prayer by J. B. Huckabee.
B. V. SlllEEEY, Mod'r.

ir. M. Bkll, Clerk.

—The brethren sung a hymn and
took the i)arting hand.

CIIWULAR LETTEll.

To the Churches of tne New IHcer As-
sociation:—
Dear Bretiiukx—Our principal ob-

ject on the present occasion is to stimu-
late you, as well as ourselves, to re-
newed eflbrts to sustain the Christian
profession which we have made be-
fore many witnesses, by lives and
M'orks appropriate to the Cliristian
pjiaracter, and to this end we venture
upon a few practical suggestions for
your consideration.

First, let us remember that we have
Jill sinned and come short of the glory
of God, and tliatour only hope of salva-
tion is in that free grace which is ex-
tejided to us through faith, in the re-

demption which is in Christ Jesus,
without the deeds of the law. Ko)u. 3cl

cap., 20th verse to the close. A'et we
do well to remember that faith without
works is dead. James 2d chap., verses
17 and 18.

And now, dear brethren, what evi-

dences are we atlbrdingthe world that
we are the children of God by regener-
ation and adoi)tion ? Do we make tiie

^Vord of God the man of our counsel,
the rule of our lives, and the guide of
our steps, or do we expect to conuueud
ourselves to God, and our brethren, by
a kind of comnmii place, voluntary hu-
mility, consisting of confessions of our
sins and short-comings in almost every
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jChristian duly? Do we expect these

wordy confessions to atone for our
sins because they are clothed in lan-

guage mixed with apology for our
omission;? of duty ? Can we expect, by
constantly dwelling uj^on our doubts
and fears, our bad feelings and self-

reproaches, (perhaps sometimes more
strongly expressed than felt) to com-
mend ourselves to the favorable consid-
eration of each other? Do we expect
our complaints of weakness, ignorance,
and want of ability to perform the du-
ties which God Jias required at our
hands, to be considered an example
and proper discharge of those duties ?

Let each one duly consider and answer
these questions to God and his own
conscience.

If we, indeed, be the children of

God hy regeneration and adoption,
then we are entitled to the inheritance
of children, and to the consolations of

the Gospel of Clirist. It is true that

while we remain in this world we can-
not escape t]ie many atliictions of the
j-ighteous, or avoid the christian war-
fare. We must necessarily encounter
the world, the flesh and the devil. But
we should take courage and put on the
whole armour of God. Let us light the
good light of faith, constantly bearing
in mind that we are children as well as

servants, and therefore nothing short

of disobedience can deprive us of the
privileges oi" children. Hence^ breth-

ren, we perceive that ' it is the high
privilege of the children of Qpd, to

have religion to comfort and i?ustain

them through all the dark and rough
scenes of lile, as well as in the hour of
death. We do not feel authorized to

countenance the belief that the Chris-
tian is doomed to a life of perpetual
sorrow, grief and distress, araising
from unbelief, doubts and fears. Our
salvation is alone froui God ; it is the
blood of Clirist alone which can cleanse
from all sin. Jiut, if we would be use-

ful and happy Christians, we iiuist

obey God and keep his commandments.
Our lives must be spent in tliose active
Christian duties to whicli we liave, by
the providence of God, been called.

—

And to this end let us most earnestly
recommend a more constant, prayerful
and diligent reading ol tlie Word of
God. Pray without ceasing, and search
the Scriptures, and by them test your
hope of eternal life—they testify of the
Savior. They are given by the inspir-

ation of God and are profitable for in^

struction', and furnish the man of Go^
with all that is necessary to the per-
formance of good works. The Bible
furnishes us with all that knowledge
which is necessary for the salvation of
our souls. It is not a sealed book to the
children ofGod. The duties of churches
and pastors, of husbands and wives,
of parents and children, of rulers and
citizens, of high and low, of rich and
Ijoor, of bond and free, of every state

and condition of the human family, is

well defined in that sacred volume. And
when we have thus read, and prayed,
and studied, what our hands find to do
let us do it with our might; let us not
confer with flesh and blood, but go for-

ward in the strength of the Lord ; with
zeal, constancy and perseverance. We
must not forsake the house of God, or
the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is. We should
speak often, one to another; the Lord
harken and liear, and a book of re-

membrance may be written for our con-
solation. Let us strive to maintain our
first love. Let us remember from
whence we have fallen, and repent and
do the first works, least our candle-
sticks should be removed. It is to him
that overcometh that shall eat of the
tree of life. The Lord beholds our
works, whether they be good or evil.

—

He sympathizes with his children in
all their aftiictions. He sutfers them
to be tried and tempted, but be ye faith-

ful unto death and He will give you a
crown of life. Let u9 strive for the
fruits of tlie Spirit—charity, patience,
brotherly kindness, long suftering, &c.
By making ourselves more familiar
with tlie Scriptures, we shall be re-

minded of tlie neglect of mawy of our
most important duties. Let us advert
to a few wliich we deem to be among
the most important duties : Have the
churclies of our Association been dis-

charging their duties to their Pastors?
Has not God ordained that they which
prcacli tlie Gospel shall live of tlie Gos-
pel; and that they which minister
about holy things shall live of the
things of the temple? Kead 9 th chap.
1st Cor. Pastors cannot, in most cases^

perform their duties unless the Church-
es will render them that support whicl^
is required by tlie word of God,, Who
goetli a warfare any time at his own
charges ? who planteth a vineyard, and
eateth not of the fruit thei'eof? or wh(|
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feodeth 11 flock, nml oat(;Ui not of the
iijilk of tlie Hock. It is written in the
law of Jloses, 'Thou slialt not muzzle
the ox that tieadeth out the corn.'

—

These things are written for us, breth-
ren, th;it tlie minister who labors faith-

tully for our good sliould ])e supported
))}• tlie ehuroh. If tlie ox and the ser-

vant who toil laboriously for our tem-
poral sustenance, have a just claim on
us for food and raiment, (which none
can deny) is not tlie claim of the faith-
ful and devoted minister of Christ for
support, equallj' strong upon the
church for whose spiritual Avelfare he
labors. Without temporal support his
ministry must be abridged, and he
and his family be so straitened in their
circumstances as to i)revent their occu-
pying that place in christian and cul-
tivated society so necessarj'to enlarged
usefulness. Brethren, if we are not
ready to exchange a portion of our
temporal things for those which are
spiritual, it is high time for us to re-
pent and seek those things which are
from above. Let us not hinder the
Gospel of Christ by our covetousness.
A correct knowletlgc of the doctrines
of the New Testament will teach chris-
tians to support their Pastors, with all

that liberality which their circum-
stances will allow. It is a debt incur-
red for labors rendered, and not at all

ill the nature of charity. Our church-
es are in the habit of inviting ministers
to the pastoral charge, and, as a matter
of course, the invited minister is in-
formed of the amount of labor which
will be expected of him by the church

;

and how often is this done without any
assurance on the part of the church
as to the amount of support the Pastor
will receive for the labor thus assign-
ed? Brethren, these things ought not
to be so. The minister of the Gospel,
aiicl his Aviffe and children, as well as
others, have physical wants; they need
food and raiment. But our space will
not allow us to dwell fiu'ther on this
subject, as w'q desire to say a few
things to parents on the subject of
training up their children for the
Lord.

Is it not a melancholy fact that pa-
rents ofien find it more difficult to
speak to their own children on the
subject of religion, than even to strang-
ers V We fear the causes of difficulty

have not been sufficiently considered
l>'y many, or a remedy would have been

more frequently found. Too many
are disposed to make excuses for every
neglect of duty ; when, if we would
scrutenizeand examine ourselves close-

ly, we should tind the source of much
of our neglect in our own hearts and
lives; our own omissions of obvious
christian duty. Why is it that parents
cannot, with freedom, enquire of a dear
child what its views and feelings are
in regard to the Savior, and its eiernal
state":' Why can thcj' not speak of
death and judgment, and the
life to come ? Why not be able to tell

the child of its sin and danger, while
in an unconverted state, and warn it

to lleelrom the wrath to come, and in-

vite it to seek the kingdom ofGoiiy

—

Alas, is it not because parents make
those duties a rare and sirange work.?
Our children daily witness our anxiety
for their worldly good, but how seldom
do they thus see us earnestlj'' engaged
for their eternal welfare ? Too seldom,
and perhaps the child concludes never,
though we may have heaved many a
sigh in its presence, and shed many a
tear in secret for its eternal welfare.

—

Thus, at last, when we attempt to

speak to our children they are sur-
prised, if not alarmed, and soon grow
impatient. Our feeble and faithless at-

tempts, under such circumstances, are
too often impotent and unsuccessful.

—

Another impediment which gives force

to all the rest, is a secret consciousness
in the parents own heart that their

lives do not correspond with the sacred
office which they are now assuming.

—

Dear brethren, it is believed that many
of these bitter pangs and embarress-
ments might have been avoided of see-

ing our cliildren grow up indillerent to

religion, by the early religious instruc-
tion of our children. Let us strive

then, dear brethren, for that holiness
and constancy of life which Avill insure
the respect and attection of our children
—such as will give an humble courage
through the grace of Uo^l for the per-
formance ofpaj'ental duty to the full-

est extent. But, brethren, we must
close by exhorting you to love one an-
other; for love is oi God. He that lov-
eth not, knoweth not God, for God is

love, and we love Him because He llrst;

loved us. If a man say 1 love God and
hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he
that loveth not his brother wh6m he
hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen Y And we may know



(T)
that wc love the chile ren of God, when
we love Ood and keep His command-
ments. And His commandments are
not grievous, for whatsoever is born of

God overcomeLh the world, even our
faith which is manifold by good works.

J. C. Jones.

COliBESPONDINii LETIKE.

Tha New River Association to her Sister

Associations— Greeting:
Dear Brethren.—We have appoint-

ed the brethren whose names are found
in our Minute to represent us in your
Associations, to whom we refer you for

any information you may desire re-

specting us. We desire to keep up cor-

respondence with all the Associations
with which we have been correspond-
ing. Some ofour churches report that
the Lord has greatly blessed them, and
quite a number liave professed faith in

Christ during the past year. Breth-
ren, pray for us. Our next session isto

be held with Shepherd church, near

Newtonville, Fayette county, begin-
ning on Saturday before the second
Sunday in September, 1876.

B. V. SHIRLEY, Mod'r.
J. E. Bell, Cor. Sec'y.

Eeceived of H. M. Bell, $25.30

for printing 500 copies of these

Minutes. Kich'd J. SMITH,
PPvINTER.
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'I'hero wili be a Sa])bath .School

mass-meet iiiic held with the I'ol-

lowin;^- cliurclies. (lin-in<;- tlie year
1876. to-\vil-

First Disj.—At j\[t. Pleasant

On tlie 51 h Sunday in January;

Elds. J. (y. Jones, ii AV. Gradee,
and hrotliejs A. M, Xuckols, E.

Melton and TI.M. Bell, to attend.

Same time at liocky Mount,
Elds. J. E Bell, and N. J. Dyer,

and brothers M,)sos Walters and

T. J. Fowler, to attend.

Skcond I'lST.—On t]\c 5th Sun-

day in January at Oahirrove; Elds.

J. B. Hucka))ee, Vv'm, Jones,

and brothers M. Spann and 31.

Shirey to attend.

Same time ar ITopoAvell, Elds.

B. V. Shirley, E. T. Akins, and
Ijrothers ,1. S. Shirley and A.

Kidd to attend.

First Dist.—On the 5th Sunday
in May at Concord; Elds. J, E.

Bell, J. B. Ferguson, and broth-

ers Ira Griffin and D. Kirkland to

attend.

Same time atXew Bethel, Elds

N. J. I>yer, G. W. Gravlee, and
brothers T. J. Fowler and I. N.

•Aslicraft to attend.

SioeoNi) Dist.—On the 5th Sun-
day in May at Harmony Grove;
Elds.B. V.Shirley, Wm". Jones,
M. Mori-is, and brother.s M, White
and A. Kidd to attend.

Same time at Union; F]lds. J.

C. Jones, E. T. Akins,'J'. K Huck-
bee, and lirothers J. S. Shirley

I
and M. opann to attend.

I As many of the brethren will

I

attend these meetins^s, it is de-

i
sired thai the brethren ai)pointed

hvill inyestiirate the Sabbath
; School sn))ject as thoroniz;hly as

i
possible before each coni^rega-

{tion; organize Sabbatli Schools,^

(take up collections, tV:c.

j
There \\\\\ be a general Sabbath

School Mass Meeting at P^iyette-

yiJle on the 5th Sunday, and
Saturday before, in August; Intro

ductt>ry by Eld. J. B, Ferguson.
Subject: "The obligation of teach-

in/;- to the young the precepts of

tlie (iospel." All the Sabbath
Sclioels are requested to send
d( lei^ates to the above meeting.

J. B. IIucKABEE, Chm'n*


