
AUBAJU BAPTIST HISTORrCAL SOOETY

MINUTES

OF THE

FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION

OF THE

SIPSEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

HELD WITH

Spring Hill Clmrcli,

From the 2nd to the 4th of October, 1894-

J. B, Ferguson, Mod'r. J. F. Ashcraft, Clerk.

Next Session to meet with Mt. Hebron Church on Wednesday before

the first %bbath in October, 1895.
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]M1^ UTiilc!^

The Sipsey Baptist Associntion met in her 5th annual
session with Spiiiijj Hill church, Wednesday and Tluirsday,

Oclol er 3rd and 4ih, 1S94, Tuscaloosa comity, Ala., at 11

o'clock a. m. The Introductory Sermon was deliveeed by
J.

i> Ferguson trom John 5t;h ch:ip., 34th verse, to a large and
attentive audience. At the close of the discourse recess ol one
hour was given for refreshments, which was on the ground
in abundance, loi both man and beast.

The delegates re assembled in the house, and the lormer

Motlerater being absent Bro. )as While was appointed Mod-
erator jjro tem. Alter devotional exercises by the Moderator
the letters !rom the various churches were presented, and
brethren A. Guin and A. E. Patterson were appointed read'

ing clerks. Letters were read and delegates entolled, as

tojlovvs : ( Absentees marked thus")

Bethabara— W H Loftis. T F Montgomery,* E B Hendrix.*'

Corrinlh—E Mavfield, W G Comen''orJ,* A M Mills. '

Dunn's Crcek>—G D Mavfield, E Brown, R ] Mayfield.

Friendship— } B Ferguson, 1 L Collins.* R E Hocutt.

Macedona—T L Hutson, B S Kemp, A E Patterson:

Moore's Bi-dge— D M Montgomery. John SuUivant, D E
W indli^m.

Mt. IUbron~B M Freeman, T Winter, ] E Watson.
New Hope— ) S Williamson,* J D South, I B Davis.

Sardis--! S White, BE Moore.* N j KtUey.
Chappel Hill—W H Brown, V Davis,* V Blakeney.*
Doni le Branch— I E Reeves,* F D Gardner, J A AWtrey.
Flat W^oo.l.s—I H Jordan, C Gallent,* VV F Jones,

Mt Tnbor—L S Appling. A B Shelton, J T Sudduth.

Oak Ridge— I M Lindsey, ST Walker, CR Davis.*

Pleasant Ridge— T F'Ashcraft, J D Duckworth, J T
Blakenev.

Spring Hill—A Guin, P D Sudduth. H Brazeal.

The body then proceeded to elect ofiicers, which resulted

in the election of ]. B. Ferguson, Moderator; J. F. Ashcralt,

Clerk. The l)ody then proceeded to business, as follows:

I, Opened the doors ol the Association for the reception

of new churches. None.
2 Received correspondents. Revs. G. W, Freeman and

G. W. Gravlee from New River.



3 Returned conespondence.

4. Appointed committees, ;is follows:

Devotion—G D Mavfield, VV H Loltis, :iiid the Dt-.icons ol

Spring- Hill Church.
Finance—A Guin, ] M Free, J V l>hiUenev

Documents—E May field. E Brown, R E nf)Ciiit.

Nominations— VV M Loftis, F D Gardne;-, ] A Awtie\ .

Religious Literature— [ A Andrew, } D Du(jif worth. | S
White

Education—A E Patterson, A M Mill, I 15 Davis, VV H Uiowm
STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sal>bath Schools— T L Hutson, JTCaiter, | M Asiicralt.

Temperance--Rev. J A Andrew?, J F Avhcrali, E Ma\ field,

Missiono—A M Mills, G D Mayfield, W H Loliiv

Suoeranuateil Ministers—A E Pattcr.son, A Guin, RE Hocutl
t^. Gn motion appointed a committee oi three to drali an

answer to Qiierv from Bethahara Ciniich, to wii; A M Mills,

G D Mayfield, Rev. J A Andrews On m.,tion Riv.
f

IJ

Ferguson and } S White was added
6. Read Constitu'ion, Articles of Fait li. Rules ol Dt-coium.

7. Committee on Devotional Exeicises reijoried ihatG. VV.

Freeman, Irom Nevv Ri\ er, preach loni>^lu at tht- chnrch; !.

B. Davis to conduct religious exercises tomormw luuiiiin^ at

S:'^o, to7 half an honi

.

8. On irotion adjou'tied until 8:30 Icniorrow moiniuif.

Prayei" by hrolher James White.

SECOND day's work.
9. The Wody met according to adjournment. DcvoPoual

exerci'C-i l>y I. B. Davis; prayer hv hiolhei ]. S. VV niie.

The exercises closed, the Associatictu assemiiled I'oi l)usine^s.

10 Susjien led regular ord'ir of business to receive dele-

gates f.rom Oak Kidgc Church. Names ol delej^ates eni()lle<l

in proper place.

II. Adoptcvl report of Committee on Sunday School.s:

We your Ooniiuillee on Sunday Scliools would n-poii. We liave liad

ii Sunday Schonl coilvention in liie 1st District, wliicli was well attend-

ed, and fiuni liie laels levealed we are encouraged to believe the Sun-
day School inti.'iesl lias made quite an advanc?in our Association, and
we hope this audvance is perniaiieni: yel there are sonic cluMche.s ilia«

liave not Sunday Scho'jl. W'e think every church in our Association
should organize a Sunday School at once, for they alway.s prove a

blessing to the Church and coniniunily,

Respecllnlly suhmiiteii, .1. S. \\ hitj;, Chiii'n.



f3. Kt-port of Coin'nittec on reinper.ince adopted:
Your Connnitret' on 'IViiipeiunce beg leave to report that the old

))liil<is(ii)lier, Ari^stotle, said. "Temperance is tlie inoilerate use of things
ihar :ire beneliciiil, ami llie totiil abstaiiiaiice from things tliataie in.
jiirinns." With this defiMiiioM, and the admonition "Do thyself no
iiiirm,' and the 1 )i ^ine comniiind to 'Touch noc, taste not, handle not the
unclean lidngs," it is easy to comprehtud the duty ol every CJhrisiiaii

in respect to the Temperance question. Whatsoever we .sow sucii sliall

we reap. If ue by action, word, or indifference encourage the habit of
drurdvenness, we may in the same manner encourage all manner of
crim3 and thereby lead souls to endless perdition, for no drunkard
hitlh eternal life abiding in him. Since so few wiio ever contract that
soul and body destroying habit (drunkenness) ever reform, we have
jirt ciiu;<tMo conclude that wlien ayoulhis led into this habit he is

well on ihe way lo a lile of crime and siiame, and a drunkard's graved
Since t'lirist has .said to his people 'Ye are the light of the world," it

is very reasoniible to sup|»ose that others wil! follow our examples.
Then on whom will the habits of I he next generation rest more than
on iheir teacher.s? The present generation seeing ihat these responsi-

bilities are upon us, let us .see tluit we set no unholy examples before
others, but in eyery way that is legal and honorable strive to d.eliver

our country Ironi that curse wldpb of all evils that now afflicts our
people is the greatest— the manufacture, selling- and consuming of ins

toxicatin^ driid<s. Kespectfnlly submitted,
J. B. Ferguson, Cbm'n. '

13. i^vdjoiirnet! tu hear Missionary sermon t>y Rev. J. A.
Andrew^. Text— Matt. 28th, 19 and 20; "Go ye^ therefore

and teacii ail nations, baptizing- them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and the Hoi}- Ghust; teaching them all

ihin;^s vviiiiisoever I have ccjmmandetl yoi!: and lo, 1 am with
\on ai\va\-, even unto the end of the world. Amen!" The
laroe audiei.ce gaye earnest attention lo the discourse, and
we itre encouraged to believe that much good will result

theielrom. Rev. I. M. Chism followed, alter which piayer
was offered by Rev. 1. B. F'erguson. A collection was then

taken up, amounting to $4.35 cash. Adjourned for dinner,

and the people gathered around a table, well laden with

eatables prepared bv the good sisters and friends ot Spring
iiill Church, and such earnest woik has rarely been excelled.

14. Commi tee on Devotion reported

—

Rev. R. J. Mayfield to preacli at 2 p m., and Rev. G. W. Gravlee
to preach at night, f^'ev. J. B. Ferguson I o follow.

G. 1). Mayfield, Chm'n.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

15. At 2 D. m. 'he Association was called to order in the

school house. Prayer by Rev. G. W. Gravlee.



Ordained Ministers—R. J. N'ayfieid, J. S. S! irley, F. K. Mills, J.

Andrews, J. S. Wliite, I. L. Collins, J. B. Fergiifon, .1, .\\. Cliis:n.

Licensed Minis er -I. B. Davis.

coKS'irru'iioN.
1. This Associalion simll be composed o: members chosen by the

different Churches in our union, who, on presenting; tlieir lecltrs, !<hall

be entitled lo seats.

2. The Association thus rormed,a majority of the members present

shall choose by baiiot, a Moderator and Clerk, who shall serve one year.

3. This Association shall hi kni.wn as th'^Sipsey Baptist V.'sociaiion,

which shall have the privilege to engage in missionary work in all its

bearinjrs, yet so tha' ciuircl es and indi"idual members are left free,

and that giving or withholding .-hall not be a bar to membership.
4. To i ive churches the best adviceshe can in all matters of dif^f'cul-

ties, and if the union he broken between two or more churches to en-

quire into the c.mseof ihe breach, and I'se her best endeavors to re-

move tlie difficulty; jirovided the aggrieved has followed the ins^truc*

lions laid down in ; he IS'h ciiapter ot Matihew; but if the bre.ich can
not be repaired, to withdraw troin jiny church or churches which she

may consider nns uuid in doc'rine (,r immoral in practice, until the

oaine can be reconciled.

5. The churches in our union shall transmit to every annual i-ession

of the Associalion a written communication, giving the n.vme ol the

delegates, iheir luimber m leliowship. baptized, received by letiei, re-

stored, dismissed, excluded, and deceased, since thf last session.

6 Each church shall be entitled to tliree delegates and no more.

Any cl:urch tailing lo represent ai any annual session, shall be required

to give a reason for her failure, at the next sessioii.

7. Churches may be admitted ina> tliis Association who peiiiion by
letter and delegates, and upon examination, if found orderly nnd oi-

thodox, may be received, ai (he discretion of fhe Association wi.eii the

Moderator shall give the right hand of fellowship to said delegates.

8. Any church in our union may send queries to ihe Asst)ciation,

asking advic^, when it shall be the duty of tlie As-sociation to answer
the same as she uiay tliink best.

9. Voting may be confined exclusively to the body in all acts re-

spectii.g their internal concern.-.

10. The Association shall not adjourn any sessioii until she shall

have finished all business on hand, except in extrnordinary cases.

11. The minutes of llie Associalion shall be read, and corrected if

necessary , and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, belort the session

rises.

12. The Association shall in all cases be governed by a majority of

the members present, except to change or amend the Constitution.

13. Ameiidmenis to the Consiilution may be made at any session,

when two thirds of the members present are in lavorof such amendment.



ARTICLES OF FAITH.

AUTICLE I. We believe in only one true and living God, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Giiost.

2. We believe that the Scriptures, comprising the Old and New
Testament, are the Word of God, the only rule i f faith and practice.

3. We believe in the doctrine of Election through sanclification of

the Spirit and belief of the truth.

4. *^'e believe in the doctrine of original sin.

5. We believe in man's incapacity, by his own free will and ability,

to recover liimself from the fallen state in which he is by nature.

6. We believe that s'nners are justified in the sight of God by the

imputed righteousness of Christ only.

7. We believe that God's elect shall be called, regenerated, and
sfinclified bv the Holy Ghost.

8. \Ve believe that the Saiiits shall be preserved in Grace, and never
fall finally away.

9. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Snipper are Ordinances
ol Jesus Clirist: and the true believers are the only subjects of Baptism,
and that by Immersion is the only Apostolic mode.

10. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and in the General
Judijnient, and that the felicity of the righteous and punishment of

the wicked will be eternal.

11. ^^ e believe tliat no minister lias any right to administer the or-

dinances of ilie C 1 uicli, but one who is legnlarly baptized, called of

Goa, and comes under the imposition of tiie hands ol Presbytery.

12. We believe lliat none but legally baptized members have a right

lo commune at tlie Lord's Table.

RULES OF DECORUM.
Article. 1. The Association shaU be opened and closed with prayer.

2. i he M(iderai()r shall be considered a judge of oider, and shall have
a discretionary right to call a member to order at any lime.

3. A member not satisfied with his decision, n as appeal to the As-
sociation on the same day, but at no other lime.

4. But (Hie member shall speak at a time, who shall rise lo his feet,

address the .Moderator, and. on obtaining permission, proceed.

5 The Moderator, wlien addressed by a member for permission to

sperk, shall signify the same in naming the person, or otherwise.

6. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he depart

from the subject, or use words of personal reflection. Every motion
made and seconded, shall come under the consiCcration of the Asso^

elation, unless withdrawn by him who made it.

7. Every case taken up by the Associaii(in shall be decided on or

withdrawn before another shall be offered.

8 When a u)otion is taken up, after allowing time for the debates,

the Moderator shall take the voice of the Association on the subject in

suc'i mode as he may determine.
9. '1 he IM( derator sliall announce the decision of the body.

10. Any member wishing to retire shall obtain permission of the Mod.



11. No member ?.lial! speak more than twice on llie same ircju'si-

tion, witlioiU leave ol I he Association.
. .

12. 'Iheai>pellaii<^n <.l '•Brother" shall be used m the A.^^.ociaiinM

by memlers in their aiUlre.-s to one another.

13. 'Jhe numesdf nieinbeis sliall be called as o^ten as the Assoeia-

lion may direc'..

14. No me liber shall be loierated in any iiractiee whic lends to

interrupt public spealviiifr.
. .,

, ,

15. The Aloderaicr shall be entitled to the same privilege ol speak-

ing as any other niembn . provided be appoint another to his seat dur-

inir the limt-, but he shall not vole on any questi.ii unless the Asso-

ciation be equally dividm].
, ,, , , , i

16. Any member violating these rules, shall be reproveil by the

Moderator at his discretion, but only on thedav the breach shall have

been made.

OltDEli OF BU:>INE!?S.

1. Inlrodiiclory by Appointee

2. i^ead letters and enndl names of delegates.

3. Elect oificers.

4. Open donr <it A>socialiiin lor reception orciiuicl.es.

5. Eeceive cm rospondents.

(i. Appoint conuniiiees.

8. (Jail lor repori .d committees, as lollows: 1. ;!*abbat1i 8chool.>'; 2.

Temp'^rance; 3. ...issi..ns; 4, Exicutive C<mmittee; n. District Meet-

in".s; 6. Nuniiiiuti.»n>; 7. Sabbath .-chool Conventions; 8. Documenis;

9. iVeligious Liieiaiure; 10. Education; 11. Superaiuiated Ministers;

12. Financ*-; l.'>. Trfnsuier's i.epori; 14. Api)oini Ireasuiei; l(i.

iMisceiianeous Ku.sine s.

\o-i-E— I'lie Clerk is not responsilile for the ilciay in the

printintr ot thest- Minutes. The printer alone is t(^ i)iame ("or

the delav, Piunter.
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