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MINUTES

FORTIETH ANSUAL SESSION

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

The Fortieth Annual S«ssion of the Union Baptist Associa-

tion was held with the Forest Baptist Church, Pickens County,

Ala., commencing on Saturday, September 25th, 1875.

Elder E. Howell, who was appointed to preach the Introductory

Sermon, being absent, Elder W. H. Robertson, of the Columbus
Association, by request, delivered an appropriate discourse from
Kehemiah -f: 6—" For the people had a mind to work."

After a recess of one hour, the Delegates assembled in the meet-

ing-house, and the Association was called to order by the Modera-
tor. Elder J. C. Foster, and the session was opened with prayer by
Elder M. P. Smith.

Letters from the Churches were read by brethren B. H. Foster

and James T. Smith, and the names of Delegates enrolled.

The Association was organized by the re-election of Elder J. C.

Foster, Moderator, and H. B. Chappelle, Clerk.

On motioo, visiting brethren were invited to seats, and to take

part in the deliberations.

On motion, received correspondence from other Associations:

—

Columbus, Elders W. H, Bobertson and W. C. Smith, with letter

;

Tuskaloosa, A. D. Sanders, James Mills, Jr., Jesse Doughty, with

letter and package of minutes; Choctaw, .

On motion, invited Elder J. J. D. Renfroe, as Centennial Agent
from the Alabama Baptist State Convention, to a seat.

On motion, an opportunity was offered for uuassociated churches
to join the Union, when a petitionary letter was received from Chal-

cedony Church, Tuskaloosa county, Ala. The Moderator gave the

Delegates the hand of fellowship, and invited them to seats; sai'l

Churcli was then, assigned to the 4th District
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On motion, adopted' same order of Vusiness as last session; of tin's-

Body.

1. Appointed following Committees:

On Preaching—J. W. Mitchell, J. J. Lee, G. A. Stewart, an&'iPastor and

Deacons of Forest Church.

Education—Wm, Ashcraft, L. M. Stone.

Correspondence—J. H. Stinson, J. T. Snjjtfi, C. T. Fort.

Documents—K. H. Foster, J. H. Curry, A. F. Nichols, J. A. Mitchell.

Nominations—J. M. Smith, John Upchurch, W. P. Owings.

Missions—H. B. Chappelle, M. P. Smith, W. G. Robertson.

Finance—J. W. Hanson, J. M. Smith..

Deceased Ministers—J. H. Curry, J. H. Stihson^. J. P. Lee, J. Hi Pate.

Deceased Deacons—R. H. Foster, A. M. Smith, S. Hildreth, E: H. Lamb.
Sabbath Schools—J. 1). Stapp, T. P. Harper, J. L. Marquis, Jacob Par-

ker, E. Howell.

2j The Committee on Preaching made a report, adopted:

Prayer-meeting to-morrow at 10 o'clock a. m., conducted by Bro. H. B.
Chappelle; the Annual Missionary Sermon, according to appointment, by
Elder J. C. Foster, at 11 o'clock; and at 1 o'clock ?. m., preaching by Elder
J. J. D. Kenfroe. Preaching on to-morrow night by Elder J. L. West.

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. Praver

hy Elder J. J. D. Renfroe.

THE LORD'S DAY.

The exercises of this day were conducted in accordance with the

report of Committee on Preach in g, The congregation was large,

and great interest was manifested by the marked attention to the

ministration of the Word. The collection for missions amounted
to $20.20,

The Centennial Discourse by Elder J. J. D. Renfroe had only to

be heard to be appreciated. Baptists can. with hearts of gratitude

and thanksgiving, review their record of the past, as earnest advo-

cates of religious liberty.

3Joxi>AY Morning, 9 o'clock.

The Association met persuant to adjournment, and was opened
with prayer by Elder W. C. Smith.

3. Minutes of Saturday read and approved.

4. Read Constitution. Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum.
5. Roll called and absentees marked.

6. Returned correspondence to other Associations:

To the Tuskaloosa—To convene with the Bethany Baptist Church, Sat-

urday before the 3d Lord's Dav in September. 1870—W. G. Comaford, •

Parker, J. H. Pate, J. AY. Robertson, Wm. Ashcraft, E. Howell, ' J. AY.

Mitchell, I. Hollingsworth, J. A. Mitchell.

To the Columbus—To convene with the Border Springs Church, 16 miles
north of Columbus, Miss., Friday before the 2nd Lord's Day in September,
1876—J. T. Hancock, J. P. Lee, J. J. Lee, J. P. Barnett.

To the Choctaw—To convene with. the =— Church, on Sat-
urday before the 3d. Lord's Day in. October.. 1875—H, B. Chappelle, C. T.
ffitrU
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$» motion, suspended order of business, and gave Elder J. J. D-.

Retrfroe an opportunity to present the claims of the State Mission

and Sunday Schecl (Board, and "-Alabama Baptist" to the patronage
of the denomination.

7. Order of Business resumed, and read Circular Letter; on
motion, adopted and ordered to be printed.

8. Report of 'Committee on Missions was read. On motion,

the report was amended and adopted as follows:

Jesus Christ is firing and Lawgiver in 2ion ; He has said, " Go ye into all

the world and preach the gospel to even/ creature" and "Lo I am with you
always even unto the end of the world." The command with the accompa-
nying promise clearly shows that the commission will not cease as long as

there is an individual in all the world who has not heard the glad news of sal-

vation. Is Christ our king ? Is He our lawgiver? Do we belong to His
Zion ? Then let us be up and doing, for " the night cometh, when no man
can work,"
We find our Board much embarrassed for the lack of means, and will be

forced to recall some of the missionaries already in the held 'unless the means
for their support is raised at once. No missionary has been emplo}7ed with-
in the bounds of our own Association during the present year. In fact the

ionary spirit of other days seems to be dying out. Brethren, shall this

state of things continue ? Shall we, after having sent men to heathen lands
to preach the gospel, permit them to starve, or be recalled? Having put
our hands to the plow, shall we look back? Every Baptist heart spontane-
ously answers, "no!"

Missionaries and preachers cannot live on air, and it is not right for any
Board to employ missionaries at home or abroad without having the means
necessary for their support.

In view of these things, your com-mittee respectfully suggest, that this As-
sociation join with the great Baptist family in observing the 1st Sabbath in

ber, 1875, as a day of fasting and priiyer to the Lord of the harvest to

send more laborers into the field, and to pay the wages ot those already in the
vineyard. Kespectfully submitted, S. HILDBETH, Chm.

On motion, adjourned for one hour. Prayer by Elder J. L. West.

Monday, 2 g'-clock, P. M.

The Association met; prayer by Elder M. P. Smith.

On motion, suspended Order of Business, and adopted the fol-

lowing:
That whereas, Elder J. L. West having received assistance from this body

while at College, now tenders back said funds.
Therefore it was unanimously resolved that this Association declare to our

brother, that he owes this body nothing and that we cordially acquiesce in his

laboring in any field he may be called.

9. Reports from District Meetings were read and adopted:

First District—The next meeting of the District will be held with Lib-
erty Church, Friday before the 4th Sabbath in July, 187C. Introductory
Sermon by Elder I. Hollingsworth ; alternate, Elder J. A. Mitchel. Mis-

irmon by Elder II. 13. Wilkins; alternate, Elder E. Howell. Que?*-
/• Discussion: 1. The nature and limit of Church Discipline. 2.

What aie the duties of a Church towards their Pastor? 3, What are the
luties of the Deacons of a Church in procuring a support for their Pastor. 4,

At what time was the Church of Christ organized or set up.

SECOND District—Next annual meeting will be held with Big I

Church, Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in August, 1870. Introductory
mon by Elder J. H. Curry; alternate. Elder J. M. Land. Missionary Ser-
mon by Elder J. P. Lee," alternate, G. M. Lyles. Queries for Discission -i

1. Should the Church tolerate a member dealing in spirituous liquet ? -
Can the Church consistently grant letters of dismission to applicantafwho are



not 'in 'fellowship? '3. Should the Church tolerate the omission "ctfits mem-
bers to pay their just debts when they are fully able to do so ? 4. Should the
Church tolerate the refusal of its members to pay their pastor when they are
in possession of the necessary means? Essays read: Evils of Intemperance,
Thomas P. Harper; Evils of Popular Amusements, J. T. Hancock.

Third District—Next meeting will be bel<l with Unity Church, Friday
before the 5th Sabbith in July, 1876. Introductory Sermon by Elder S. Hil-

dreth.; alternate, Elder Wm. Ashcraft. Missionary Sermon by Elder J. H.
Curry. Queries for Discussion: 1. Are we, as regular Missionary Baptists,

authorized by the New Testament to accept as scriptural baptism the immer-
sions of any other denomination of professed christians? Discussion opened
by Elder S. Hildreth. 2. Does baptism come in the room of circumcision?
Opened by bro. W, G. Robertson. 3. Does the 4, 5 and 6 verses of Hebrews,
Gth chapter, teach that one, who has been made partaker of the Holy Ghost,
and has tasted of the good word of God, etc., may at last fall away and be
lost? if not, what does it teach? Opened by bro. M. G. Lofton. Essay
read : Justification by faith—M. G. Lofton.

Fourth District—The next annual meeting will be held with Beulah
Church, Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in August, 1876. Introductory Ser-

mon by Elder J. C. Foster; alternate, Elder M. P. Smith. Missionary Ser-

anon by Elder Wm. Ashcraft ; alternate, Elder A. M. Smith. Queries for
Discussion : 1. The nature and limits of church discipline. Opened by Elders
Wm. Ashcraft and M. P. Smith. 2. What is the best system that we can
adopt for the purpose of procuring funds for the support of the gospel?

—

Opened by bros. It. H. Foster and J. M. Smith. Essay read: The impor-
tance of prayer-meeting to the prosperity of a church—J. M. Smith.

10. Report of Executive Committee, adopted:

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Your Executive Committee submit the following report: Since the last

ii of your body, we continued brother Wm. Ashcraft in the field until

the close of the year 1874. He reports to us as follows : Days in service, 48 ;

sermons delivered, 38 ; addresses delivered, 12; prayer-meetings attended,

15; prayers offered, 119; miles traveled, 400; families visited, 128; private

ersonal conversations, 880; visits to the sick, 4.

[ecfed as follows : For Foreign Missions—Mrs. J. A. Belsher, $3; Uni-
ty Church, S3. 90; Elder W. Ashcraft, $3.10—total, $10 00. (Paid to Clerk,

For Home Missions: Mrs. J. A. Belsher, $2; Grant Taylor, $5;
J. H. Stinson, $5; total, $12 00. This amount was paid to the Trea
see his report. Fur Indian Missions: Mr. K. L. Belsher's children, $2 55.

Finding the treasury empty and no prospect of funds coming in, we thought
to withdraw our missionary and discontinue the work until the meet-

your body. We do not know what is the best course to recommend.
Wo leave the matter in your hands. We regret very much the manifest in-

nee of our pe: pie on this important subject. Let every true disciple

of Christ sincerely pray, "Thy Kingdom come."
W. G. ROBEPvTSON, Chm.

MISSIONARY FUND—REPORT OF THE TREASURER.

DR.
•September 2S, 1874—To balance on hand at last report $ 25,07

Received of Bro. Chappelle, Clerk 187,93

Received of Mrs. Julia A. Belsher 2,00

ived of bro. Grant Tavlor, $5; bro. J. H. Stinson, $5 10,00

$225,00

V .

CR -

t 1, 1874—Paid Bro. Ashcraft for services as missionary. ..$150,00
-,,• 1875 " " " " 50,22

C. l>j\ 1S75—Paid Bro. Ashcraft balance due 24,78
$225,00M r i

T — ^T— ->J,

' y Hfullv submitted, LEWIS 5L STONE, Treasurer.
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11. Report of Committee ou Education, adopted:

We your committee would urge the importance of patronizing our homo
Institutions. We recommend Howard College, at Marion, Ala., the Judson
Female Institute, located at the same place, and the Alabama Central Female
College, at Tuskaloosa, Ala., as worthy of our support and patronage.

J. H. CURRY, Chm.

12. Following report of Committee on Nominations, adopted:

The next Introductory Sermon by Ekler J. P. Lee ; alternate, Elder A. M.
Smith. Annual Missionary Sermon by Elder Wm, Asncraft; alternate, El-
der J. H. Curry. Ekler J. C. Foster write the next Circular Letter—sub-

ject :
" We believe in only one true and living Cod, the Father, the Word,

and the Holy Ghost"—Deut. 4 : 39 ; I Cor. 8": 6 ; I John 5 : 7.

J. M. SMITH, Chm.

13. Report of Committee ou Documents, adopted:

Your committee would report, that we have examined the letters from the
various churches. We find that many have enjoyed gracious revivals of re-

ligion, and many additions have been made to the churches. The New Hope
Church lias ordained brethren J. II. Anders and A. M. Smith, to the gospel
ministry. Spring Hill Church, Pickens county, Ala., has licensed bro. T. P.
Harper to preach the gospel. Death has visited us in taking from our midst
two of our aged deacons and one minister, which will be appropriately noticed
by respective committees R. II. FOSTER, Chm.

14. Following report of Committee ou Finance, adopted:

Received from the churches for Minutes $ 54.00
" " " " Association 29.00

" " Missionary in Association 39.70
" Bethel Church for Foreign Mission 2.75
" J. H. Stinson for " " 5.10
" W. Ashcraft from Enon Church for For'n Mis. 1.00'

" Collected on Sabbath 20.20

$151.75
Respectfully submitted, J. W. HANSON, Chm.

15. Report of Committee on Correspondence^ adopted.

16. Appointed Delegates to the Baptist State Convention, Mont-
gomery, Ala., Thursday before the 3d Sabbath in July, 1876: Wm.
Ashcraft, J. C. Foster, L. M. Stone, M. L. Stansel.

17. Suspended present Executive Board, and on motion, ap-

pointed a Missiouary Board of four members in each District to

conduct missionary operations in their respective bounds, viz:

First District—J. W. Mitchell, J. Bradley, Benjamin Pearson, William
McCullough. Second District—J. A. Burgin, J. T. Hancock, Peter Ivilpat-

rick, J. H. Stinson. Third District—W. G. Robertson, C. T. Fort, J. W.
Hanson, W. H. Richardson. Fouith District—R. H. Foster, E. H. Lamb.
J. P. Barnett, G. T. Hulsey.

18. Report of Committee on Sabbath Schools, adopted:

Some of our churches report prosperous Sabbath Schools, while other-

have none. We urge upon the churches to give that attention to the subject

which its great importance demands. J. A. MITCHELL, Chm.

19. Report of Committee ou Deceased Ministers, adopted :

The Great Shepherd has called our beloved brother, Elder James De-
Loach, to his reward. Bro. DeLoach was a native of South Carolina. He
moved to Pickens county about the year 1828; professed religion and joinc
the church at Liberty; was ordained to the gospel ministry, and was an i

assuming, zealous, faithful, embassador for Christ. By a pious walk a

godly conversation, he demonstrated to a large degree the reality of the

tian religion. During a considerable time before his death his afflictio"

severe, but like a true disciple, he bore them with christian patience



titude. He died on the 26fch day of January, 1875,. at a good old age, and!
from the evidence he gave in this life, is now a member of the blood-washed
throng in Paradise, May we all thus live and die.

Fraternally submitted, J. H. CURRY, Chm.

20. Report of Committee on Deceased Deacons, adopted:

Since our last meeting, our much loved and venerable brother, John L. S.

Foster, of Grant's Creek Church, Tuskaloosa county, Ala., has been called

by the Master to his reward. He was born in Columbia county, Ga., June
21st, 1800, professed the religion of Jesus and joined the Baptist Church in

1828, and was soon after ordained a Deacon. He moved to Alabama: in De-
cember, 1332, joined Grant's Creek Church,. January, 1833. He was a devo-
ted servant of Christ, ever hopeful and full of faith in the darkest hours of
the church, earnest and fervent in prayer. He studied the Scriptures, and
was a great lover of scripture truth—few were more capable of giving
advice in church discipline. He was wise and prudent in counsel, yet ever
zealous and faithful ; was instrumental in bringing many to Christ, and in
reclaiming many a wandering christian. He was the father of Mrs. Martha
Crawford, of the China Mission. He died in February, 1875, leaving a large

circle of christian friends and relatives that will ever love and revere his

memory.
It has pleased God to take unto Himself another of His aged servants since

our last meeting. On the 30th of January, 1875, our beloved bro. Richard
Shirley departed this life. He was born in Abbeville county. S. C, July
24, 1797 : joined the Baptist church at Hopeville, in said State, Feb., 1832 ;

and moved to Alabama the same year, uniting with Grant's Creek church,

from which he withdrew, in 1834, to assist in constituting Bethel Church.-—
He was soon after ordained a deacon of this church, which office he used well

till age and infirmities prevented him from attending church, which was the

for several years before it pleased the Master to take him to that rest

that remaineth for the children of God. A. M. SMITH, Chm.

21. Appointed the next Session of the Association to be held

with tiio Corinth Baptist Church, 20 miles east of Carrollton, Ala., .

commencing on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath in September, 1876.

22. Miscellaneous Business: 1. On motion, the following pre-

ambles and resolutions wore adopted :

Whereas, we are now on the eve of the centennial year of American Inde-
pendence; and whereas, our Baptist fathers performed a distinguished and

part in t lie struggle which resulted in the formation of this Govern-
ment, and did more than any other sect or order to secure the incorporation

of religious liberty in our national constitution : and whereas, the Baptists of
are attempting to commemorate this achievement bv the endow-

ment of Howard College ; therefore Resolved, 1st. That we do hereby en-

ge the churches and ministers of this Association to give this movement
their earnest co-operation. Resolved, 2d. That we believe every church in

our bounds should bo addressed on this subject during the ensuing year; that

the great facts of history may be brought before all our people. Resolved,
Chat a sum equal to one dollar from every Baptist in the State is, in our
on, a moderate thank-offering for the object contemplated, and we

. eartily desire this amount may be reached in our own bounds. Resol/oed,

4th. That we appoint a committee of one member in each church, and a cen-
ommittee located at Carrollton, Ala., who shall superintend this work

throughout the Association ; and that the churches be requested to appoint
committees of brethren and sisters to aid this cause in their respective com-
munities.
The following committees were appointed in accordance to the above reso-

'utions, viz:—Bethlehem, T. G. Williams; Libertv, Elder R. B. Wilkins:
r
t. Pleasant, Elder J. A. Mitchell; Fellowship, P. II. Howard; Corinth,
W. Mitchell ; Spring Hill (Sanford), Elder J. S. Wooten ; Pleasant Grove,

- E. Howell ; Providence, A. J.Richardson; Slew Arber Springs, A.
bardson ; South Carolina, J. T. Hancock; Mineral Spring, Elder G.

: Oak Ridge, Elder J. P. Lee; Spring Hill (Pickens},, Elder J. H.



Curry; Hebron, J. A. Pearson; Big Creek, H. B. Chappelle; Croas Roads,
J. H. Taylor; Pickensvilie, J. J. Lee; Carrollton, M. L. Stansel; Ebenezer,
Elder S. Hildreth ; Unity, J. W. Hanson ; Enon, C. T. Fort ; Mount Zion,
~VV. H. Richardson; Forest, J. Upchurch; Shiloh, J. T. Garner; Beulah,
Elder M. P. Smith; Bethel, G. A. Stewart; New Hope, J. M. Smith ; Zion,
Elder Jacob Parker; Grant's Creek, R. H. Foster ; Chalcedony, Elder J. H.
M. Anders. Central Committee

:

—W. Ashcraft, L. M. Stone, J. H. Stin-
son, W. G. Robertson, J. W. Gardner.

2. On motion, all funds sent up for Missionary in Association

were ordered paid to D. and I. Board, Marion. Ala.

3. Ordered, That the collection oh Sabbath be equally divided

between Home and Foreign Missions.

4. Ordered, That the Clerk superintend the printing and distri-

bution of the Minutes, and to retain out of Association fund §25
for his services.

5. llesolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered

to the members of Forest Church and the community for the kind-

ness and hospitality extended to the delegates and visitors, during

its session.

Ou motion, adjourned. Thus ended another pleasant and har-

monious session of this Association. Prayer by Elder J. J. D.

Renfroe.

H. B. CiiArPELLE, Clerk.

J. C. FOSTER, Moderator.

Note.—Preaching ou Monday at the Arbor, by Elders W. H.
Bobertsou and J. H. Curry.

H. B. CHAPPELLE, in Account with Union Baptist Association.

DR.
To cash received from Committee on Finance $151,7-3

.
" " " Mr RL Belsher's ohildren(l ndian Mis) 2,55
" " " W. H. Richardson for Home Mission.. 50

" " Providence Church for Minutes 1,50
" " " " Association 1.00

" Elder W. Ashcraft, Foreign Missions... 10,00
" " " Mineral Spring Church for Minutes 8,00

" " Fellowship church for Minutes 1,50
" " " Mt. Pleasant church, Home Mission... 1,00

Balance funds in my hands from 3d District 11,57
$184,37"

CR.

By cash paid Foreign Mission Board $ 28,00
" " Domestic and Indian Mission Board 66,37
" " For Printing Minutes , 05,00
" Retained for Services as Clerk 25,00—$184,3?
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CIRCULAR LETTER;

WRITTEN BY ELDER S, HILDRETH.

TEMPERANCE.

Temperance ; that virtue which a man is said to possess who moderates and
restrains his sensual appetite. It is often, however, used in a much more
general sense, as synonymous with moderation, and is then applied inclis-

criminately to all the passions.
" Temperance" says Addison, "has those particular advantages above all

other means of health, that it may be practiced by all ranks and conditions,

at any season or in any place. It is a kind of regimen into which every man
may put himself without interruption to business, expense of money, or loss

of time. Ph}T
sic, for the most part, is nothing else but the substitute of ex-

ercise or temperance." In order to obtain and practice this virtue, we should
consider it, 1st as a divine command. God says, "Take heed to vourselves,

lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunken-
ness."—Luke 21 : 84. "Let us walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting

and drunkenness."—Rom. 18 : 13. "Look not thou upon the wine when it

is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup."—Prov. 23: 31. The juice of
the grape unfermented is nourishing and invigorating, and does not intoxi-

cate, and when boiled and kept from the atmosphere, does not ferment; such
was the wine used by our Saviour in the last supper. The bread was unleav-
ened or unfermented, and the wine also in its purity unfermented ; and such
was the wine miraculously made at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, and of
the same description recommended by Paul to Timothy, for his often infirm-

ities, and allowed to the Israelites to make and use as a diet. Some suppose
that the word "wine" is always used in the Scripture in the modern sense of
the term, "the fermented juice of the grape." But this is a great mistake.
There are several words used in the original languages to denote wine in the
different stages from the newly expressed juice of the grape to that in which
it is colored and intoxicating by age and fermentation. In our language there

is but one word to denote wine in all these stages. In the Hebrew there are

two words from which the word "wine" is derived. One denotes a fountain,

the other to flow or to flow out. This means the expressed juice as it flows

out from the grape as its fountain. Truth never contradicts itself. God
never said, "Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his

colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright; at the last it biteth like a
serpent and stingeth like an adder," and then referring to the wine in the

same state, colored and intoxicating with age and fermentation, "Take a little

wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities." Jacobus says:

—

" This wine was not that fermented liquor which passes now under this name.
All who know of the wines then used, will understand rather the unfermented
juice of the grape. The present wines of Jerusalem and Lebanon, as we
tested them, were commonly boiled and sweet, without intoxicating quali-

ties such as we here get, in liquors called wines. The boiling prevents the

fermentation. Those were esteemed the best wines which were least strong.

"We may be sure that our Lord's wine would neither be drugged, nor mixed
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wifn deleterious ingredients, but would be pure. For "bread he would give a
st&ne, as soon as for wine he would give poison. He gives riches that add no
sorrow."

Since the attention of the community has been turned to the effects pro-
ducedon the human system by distilled and fermented drinks, temperance has
been admirably defined: the moderate use of those things useful and total ab*-

stinence from those things pernicious. Temperance is conducive to health.

From the testimony of all physicians and 'chemists, who have expressed an
opinion on the subject, ardent spirits is a poison as deadly and destructive as
any other; more slow in its effects, but not the less certain. It is injurious
to health, as there is no nourishment imparted to the system by it, its effects

being only productive of an unnatural and rapid circulation of the blood, and
consequently produces an inflammation of the stomach, brain, liver, and all

the important organs. Upon a moderate calculation, not less than sixty
thousand persons in the United States die annually, as the direct effect of
its use ; out of which, one thousand are put down for Alabama, as sinking
into the most loathsome of all graves, the grave of the drunkard.
The intellect is vastly impaired, and often totally destroyed, by intemper-

ance. There are many difficulties and trials in life that require well-balanced
minds, good judgment, calm deliberation, and prudence, to contend against
successfully. These qualities intemperate men do not possess. Their minds,
under high excitement, overrate everything, and they imagine themselves
able to conquer difficulties in their nature insurmountable ; but as soon as the
excitement is off, a gloom and despondency, a want of energy and persever-
ance, succeed; the smallest embarrassment in any undertaking upsets all

their plans, and their lives are spent in accomplishing nothing. The intem-
perate loses his vivacity and natural acuteness of perception, the memory
becomes enfeebled and sometimes quite obliterated, and the mind unfit for

intense or steady application to any subject. The appeals of conscience, the
claims of domestic happiness, of wives and children, of patriotism and virtue,

are disregarded.

The mind can only be healthy and vigorous under the influence of tem-
perance and religion, but is blighted and withered by intemperance. By
looking over the biographies of the great men of every age, we find that those

who possessed the clearest and most powerful minds, never were intemper-
ate. Sir Isaac Newton, John Locke, Dr. Franklin, Sir Wm. Jones, John
Fletcher, furnish striking illustrations of this truth. One of the secrets by
which these men produced such astonishing results, were enabled to perforin

so much intellectual labor, and of so high a grade, and to arrive at old age in

the enjoyment of health, was a rigid course of temperance.

There is not a valid reason in existence for the use even in moderate quan-
tity, of intoxicating drinks by persons in health. Some pretend to think that

a glass immediately before, or immediately after a meal favors digestion, and
hence indulge daily at the dinner table; but this is a mistaken idea, for the

very reverse takes place ; the stomach being over stimulated, soon loses its

energy, digestion becomes impaired,, and the general system sooner or later

sutlers from these influences. We have -aid above, that there is no reason
for the use of liquors by healthy persons, and we will add, that very few in-

valids require them, and when they Ho, they should be especially careful not
to constitute themselves or their unpn Eessional friends as medical advisers.

There is hardly any vice but which can be laid aside by those addicted to it,

with but very little determination, in comparison to that which would cause
the intemperate man to leave his cup ; for with him, in addition to the habit

which he has contracted, and the consequent feelings produced, his nerves

have become shattered, his intellect impaired, his energy and ambition destroy-

ed, his firmness gone, his reason a complete wreck, and his whole man, both
soul and body, the ruins only of what he once was, now degraded and de-

spised by all.

It is the moderate drinker that forms the drunkard. He professes to have
such a stable, impregnable fortress of firmness in his mind, that he can with-

stand any attack of the enemy, both openly and secretly; and perhaps one
out of a hundred may succeed. But then, what immense, what irremediable
mischief, has that one caused: he has invited others to drink, who lacked the

firmness -of which he so loudly boasts;; nay he has insisted that his neighbor
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should} take a glass with him^etnly one, single, harmless^ friendly glass,, when
that neighbor has already taken a glass too much ; he judges of the firmness
of others by his own; and though he may stand safe and unscathed, yet how
many, through him, have been helped to glide into the pool of destruction
and', wretchedness. He is the greatest obstacle, the greatest stumblingblock to

the- complete success of the temperance cause; he boasts of stability, and all

wlu.hear and see, all who govern, thiir actions by his, willinot be underrated
—it is not in human nature to stand depreciation of mind.and intellect; no,
if he ean be firm why not they '! They are men like unto himself, and it is

as much their pleasure and glory to boast of firmness, as itis-his; and the
example he holds up to them is followed to their complete overthrow. If
the- moderate drinker is a man of business, he holds forth an example to his

clerks or apprentices to sip of the deadly draught. If a father, he is but a
model for his children, for how natural it is among children to imitate their

parents. If a man of high standing in society, those who look to him for a
pattern of morals, copy his vices also. And let him be where he may, or
what he may, it is all the same, there will be persons who copy from him to

their sorrow. I consider that the moderate drinker is a dangerous man to

society and to himself.

It matters not whether he obtains his liquor at the three-penny grogshop
from common glasses, or at the sideboard in his splendid palace, from silver

or goldern goblets, the sin, the danger, is the same; and the wealthier, the
more respectable the man, the greater is the hazard and the heavier the re-

sponsibility that hangs over him.
In view of the general proscription of all distilled and fermented liquors,

some ask, "what shall we drink?" To this inquiry, without hesitation, we
answer: water, pure water, and nothing but water. And to a palate not
vitiated with alcoholic and narcotic stimulants, it is a most delicious bever-
age. The most eminent medical writers agree that pure water is of all others
tlic most healthy drink. It is the only natural liquid which God Iris pre-
pared for man and beast, and for the use of the whole vegetable kingdom.
People who generally drink nothing but water, generally feel better and live

longer than those who make use of other drinks. In the antediluvian age we
have no account of any drink but water, yet the period of human life was
hundreds of years. Water drinkers have more strength, and are more capa-
ble of enduring fatigue, cold and heat, than those who use stimulating drinks.
During the four years which Alexander Selkirk spent upon the island of
Juan Fernandez, he drank nothing but water; he had been there but a short
time, when he increased in strength amazingly, being three times as strong as

he had ever been before. But, when taken on board of a vessel sailing7 for
England, he begaa to drink beer and other fermented liquors. After this, his
strength gradually declined, and in one month he was no stronger than any
other man. Water drinkers have better teeth, better stomachs, and better
appetites, than those who make use of stimulating drinks. Cold water coola,
thins, and clears the blood ; it keeps the stomach, head and nerves in order :

it produces an equilibrium of animal spirits, and promotes tranquility, se q

i.ty and cheerfulness.



SYNOPSIS

OF THE

SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION

OF THE

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTENTION
OF THE

VJSrIQy BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

The Seventh Annual Session of the Sunday School Convention was

held at Forest Church, according to previous appointment. Introductory

Sermon by Elder S. Hildreth.

The Convention was organized by the election of Elder W. Ashcraft, Pres-

ident, and H. B. Chappelle, Secretary.

On motion, appointed committee on Queries, Essays and Nominations,

viz : S. Hildreth, J. P. Barnett, J. D. Stapp.

The following Queries were then discussed, viz: 1. Best means of securing

attendance in the schools. Answer

—

By securing a good superintendent and

•us co-operation on the part of parents and pupils. Query 2nd was

continued, and Query 3d was discussed, viz: Who should bear the expenses

of Sunday Schools? Answer—The church. The remaining Queries were

laid on the table.

Eeport of Committee on Nominations, Queries, etc., adopted:—Nest In-

troductory Sermon by Elder W. Ashcraft—subject: " The influence of a Sab-

bath School upon the community." Alternate, Elder A. M. Smith. Query

1st. Is the object of Sabbath Schools exclusively for moral training? Open-

ed by J. H. Curry and H. B. Chappelle. Query 2d. The duties of church

members to Sabbath Schools. Opened by J. C. Foster and A. P. Hodo.

Essay 1st. Qualification and duties of a superintendent of a Sabbath School

—

Yv . G-, Robertson. Essay 2d. Qualifications and duties of Sabbath School

teachers—J. H. Stinson. S. HILDRETH, Chm.

On motion, adjourned, to meet with Corinth Church, Friday before the 4th

Sabbath in September, 1876.

W. ASHCRAFT, President.

H. B- Chappelle, Secretary.
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