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PROCEEDINGS.

The Forty-first Annual Session of the Union Baptist Associa-

tion was held with the Corinth Baptist Church, Tuskaloosa county.

Ala., commencing on Saturday, September 23d, 1876.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by the appointee, Elder

J. P. Lee; text, Rev. 2: 10—"Be thou faithful unto death," &c.

After a recess of one hour, the delegates assembled in the meet-

ing-house, and the Association was called to order* by the Modera-
tor, Elder J. C. Foster, and the session was opened with prayer by

Elder M. P. Smith.

Letters from the elmrches were read by brethren 11. H. Foster

and J. T. Hancock, and the names of delegates enrolled.

On motion, brother A. P. llodo was recognized ab a delegate

from Fellowship church.

The Association was organized by the re-election of Elder J. C.

Foster, Moderator, and II. B. Chappelle, Clerk.

On motiou, visiting brethren were invited to seats, a.nd to takjc

part in the deliberations.

On motion, received brethren M. T. Sumner, Agent for the South -

era Baptist Theological Seminary, and K. A. Massey, Agent for

the Southern Baptist Publication Society, and cordially invited them
to seats.

On motion, received correspondence from other Associations:

—

Columbus. : Tuskaloosa, brethren W. H. Williams, Jas. Mill-,

A. I). Sanders. S. R. Fannell. with letter and package of minute-.

On motiou, Elder W. Ashcraft was excused from preaching th

Missionary Sermon on to-morrow, and l>r. M. T. Sumner wa& re-

quested to preach said sermon.
On motion, appointed following committees:

On Preaching—A. P. Hodo, U. E. Allen, E. P. Ezell, A. C. Robeptsoi

and Pastor and Deacons of Corinth Church.

On Order of Business—^V. Ashcraft, J. P. Lee, II. P. Smith, S. Hildrel. .

Education—P.. H. Foster, T. P. Chapman, J. P. Gates, J. A. Mitchell.

Correspondence—3. T.Smith, J. T. Hancock, F. P. Gallant, John W. Han-

son, Jr.

Documents—J. P. Lee, Wis. Ashpraft, M. P. Smith, S. Hildreth, H. B.

Chappelle.

Nominations—XT, E. Allen. J. W. Mitchell,"©. T. Hulsey, J. P. Barnett.

Missions—J. II. Curry, S. Hildreth, A. M. Smith, J. A. Mitchell.

Finance—J. T. Smith, J. T. Hancock, ~W. G. Comerford. .HK. Corder.

Deceased Deacons—J. P. Lee, S. Mullins.

Sabbath Schools—H. B. Chappelle, Wm. Ashcraft.

The Committee on Preaching made a report, adopted:

Prayer-meeting to-morrow at 1<> o'clock A. m., conducted by Bro. H. B.

Chappelle; the Annual Missionary Sermon, according to appointment, try

J)r. M, T. Sumner, at 11 o'clock; and at 12 M., preaching by Elder ~\Y. H.

Williams. Preaching on to-morrow night by Elder It. A. Massey.

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. Pi"\>

• bv Elder M. T. Sumner.
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THE LORD'S DAY.
The exercises of this day were in accordance to the report of the

Committee on Preaching. The congregation was unusually large

during the day and night, yet perfect order and attention charac-

terized the entire services.

Monday Morning, 9 o'clock.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened
with prayer by Elder I. Hollingsworth.

Committee on Order of Business made a report, and on motion,

adopted, and subsequent proceedings were conducted accordingly.

1. Minutes of Saturday read and approved.

2. Read Constitution, Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum.
o. Roll called and absentees marked.
On motion, suspended Order of Business, and gave Elder M. T.

Sumner an opportunity to present the claims of the Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Bonds for the endowment of said Sem-
inary were given by the delegates to the amount of about $300 00.

-i. Order of Business resumed, and read Circular Letter; on mo-
tion, adopted, aud ordered to be printed.

5. Report of Committee on Missions, adopted:

MISSIONS.

The subject of Missions embraces the entire work of the home and foreign
fields. The blessed Saviour said, " The field is the world," and " Go ye into

all the world and preach the gospel to every creature." As long as there is

an unconverted sinner in the world, or a saint who is not fully established in

the faith of the gospel, the command is to "go and preach." When God
tails a minister to preach, he calls on the church to set him apart to the work-,

and then 4o support him in that work. The fact that the churches generally
do not support their pastors at home, is no excuse for not sending out and
supporting missionaries in the home and foreign fields. As well might wo
try to justify ourselves for neglecting any other known christian duty or ali

other christian duties because we neglect that one. For no other christian

duty can be made plainer than this. Here is God's law on the subject: "Let
him that is taught in the word, communicate to him that teachetb in all good
taings."—Gal. G : 0. This is the-rule for supporting the pastor. " Now ye
Phiiippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed
from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and
receiving but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again un-
to my necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may
abound to your account. But I have all, and abound : I am full, having re-

ceived of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a

sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God. But my God shall

supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus."—Phil.

1: 15-19. Jfihis is the rule God has given for supporting missionaries;,.

heathen lt^ps. Other churches than those to whom the missionary was
preaching, were called upon for "wages" to do service for churches which
were being raised up in heathen lands. And those who responded were said

to offer to God "an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleas-

ing to God."
Brethren, let us lay hold upon this work at once ; for the Macedonian cry

is heard in our own beloved land as well as from foreign fields, "Come over
into Macedonia and help us." May God give us the true spirit of the gos-
pel, that we may go in earnest into this work at once, and we know He will

bless us. H. B. CHAPPELLE, Chin.

(3. Report of Committee on Education. Ou motion, the report

was amended and adopted, as follows

:



EDUCATION.

Education includes physical and moral as well as intellectual training. We
need not enter into an elaborate discussion of the necessity or utility of a
good education. All are aware of its importance. It is a fact that is univer-
sally admitted by all classes that, "Knowledge is power." If there ever
lived a people on earth who needed all this power in its full force more than
all ethers, it must be the people of this country. We need the physical
training to do the work, the moral training to do it right, and the intellectual
training to turn it all to good account. He who has only filled his own mind
with useful knowledge, is only half educated. Since education means to im-
part knowledge, as well as to receive it. Hence, he is only half qualified for

the great duties that devolve upon every one who lives in our day. He is

like our present financial system. There is perhaps more money in the Uni-
ted States to-day than ever before. Yet times- are harder, because the money
is not in circulation. But it is like the man of one talent, mentioned in the
scriptures, who went and '"hid the talent in the earth." Then let parent-,
and all who are friends to education see to it that the rising generation are
thoroughly educated physically, morally and mentally, so that they may be
prepared for the duties of the hour. Then we will rise to that exalted posi-

tion which it is our privilege! to occupy and which the world is looking to us
to till. For this purpose we recommend our people to patronize our own
State institutions of learning, such as the Howard College and the Judson
Female Institute, at Marion, and the Alabama Central Female College at

TuskaloosS. Respectlully submitted, W. ASHCRAFT, Chm.

7. Report of Committee on Correspondence, adopted.

8. Report of Central Committee on Centennial Work, adopted :

It K PORT OK CENTRAL CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE, UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Your committee would respectfully report, that we have not succeeded as
well as we wished, but, so far as reported to us, $153.00 have been collected,
and as much more perhaps has been subscribed, but not yet paid. Some of
our ministers have made efforts to bring the subject before our people. Rev.
J. .J. D. Renfro was invited to visit our Association in this behalf, and was
the means of accomplishing the greater portion of what has been done.
We sincerely hope and earnestly entreat the Baptists throughout our As-

sociation to make one more effort in this cause, that our ministers bring the
matter before their churches that have not yet done anything, and urge upon
all the importance of this enterprise—endowment of Howard College—and
that they take up collections for that purpose; and that all who have sub-
scribed, make payment before the first of January next. We do hope our
people will not let this matter go by default. It is a good work, and we be-
lieve every Baptist in our bounds ought to do someting to make it a success.

Fraternally submitted, Wm. ASHCRAFT, Chm.
!*. Committee on Documents reported, adopted:

Your Committee on Documents would report, That we have examined
the letters from the chtirches. We find from the letter of Spring Hill church,
Pickens county, that death has visited her in the removal of Deacon John P.
Gates, which will be noticed by another committee. The Query from the
New Hope Church, viz: Is it right for a church to sustain a minister an'

3
.

retain him as pastor when there are many reports in circulation derogatory
to his moral and religious character, without first thoroughly investigating
those reports and clearing him of them, or he denying them and setting them
aside, or making a confession and acknowledgement of the sin ? We deem it

inexpedient to answer this query at the present session. And would respect-
fully recommend said query to be submitted to the following brethren, to re-

port at the next meeting of this body, viz : AV. Ashcraft, J. H. Curry, J. P.
Lee, Peter Kilpatfick, J. A. B virgin, U. E. Allen, C. Richey.
We earnestly recommend the churches, together with all the brethren who

have participated in any way in said trouble, to desist in agitating the same.
Respectfully submitted, " J. P. LEE, Chm.

On motion, suspended order of business, and gave Elder R. A
Massey an opportunity to present the claims of the "Southern



Baptist Publication Society,'' located' at Mfemphis, Term., to the
denomination.

On motion adjourned for one hour.

Monday, 1 o'clock p. m.

The Association- mot;, prayer by Elder J. 1\ Loo.

10. Order of Business- resumed,, and read report on Nomination-

.

adopted

:

The next. Introductory Sermon by Elder.J. A. Mitchell : alternate, Elder
A. M. Smith. Annual Missionary Sermon by Elder J, H. Lee: alternate,
Klder W. Ashcraft;. Elder J. H. "Curry write the next Circular Letter : sub -

jocti
—"Tho Resurrection.." U. L\. ALLEN, Chin.

11. Report of Committee on .Sabbath Schools, adopted:

Though" all admit the importance and necessity of Sabbath School?, yet
• (any of our eh urohes- report none. Are we not remiss in our obligations as-

parents to "Train up a child in the way he shotildigp: and. when he is old.

be will not d.epart from it'.'"—Prov. 22 : G. Some churches report excellent
-•hools in prosperous condition. Let us emulate their example and -aim to

-i^tuin at least one school in. every church. Then let us pray for, that fer-

"ncy and zeal by which this great wonk can bo accomplished, and our light:

' an thus he made to shine,:. J. L. MAKQUIS, Chm.

12. Following- report of Committee on Finance, adopted.:

ileceivcd from the ehurches- for Minutes So8.2">
" " }•

" Association 26.95
" Home Missions 1.00

" " " '• Foreign Missions 11.SO
Collected on Sabbath '. 7.00

$105.90
I. -peetfully submitted, Jv T. SMITH, Chm.

LI. Report of Committee on Deceased Deacons, adopted :

It has pleased God, since our last meeting, to oall our beloved brother,.

.'ohn Pi Gates, from labor to the Christin's rest. Brother Gates was horn ,

in Lincoln county, Term., March 7, 181L He professed faith in Christ dur-
ng the year 1857, and united' with the Spring it ill Church. In 1861 he was
"dainod Deacon or said. church, and was-always faithful in the discharge of

ly. Therefore, he ifc

/{'soloed',. Thi>t this Association tender to the Spring Kill Church, and to-

the family of our deceased. brother,, our sympathy ho-their bereavement.
J. P.. LEE,. Chm.

1 1. Reports from District Meetings were read and adopted :

First District—The next meeting of tho District will be held with Pleas-

it Grove Church, Sanford county, on Friday before the 4th Sabbath in July.
-77. Visiting brethren, J. T. Hancock, J. P. Lee, and W. Ashcraft.

Second District—Next Annual meeting will be held with Mineral Spring
Church, Friday before the 1st Sabbath in August, 187". Introductory Ser-
mon by Elder G. M. Lyles; alternate, Elder .1.. P. Lee. Missionary Sermon
•y Elder J. II. Curry ;. alternate, Elder J. M. Land. Essays : The evils of

popular amusements, J. T.. Hancock. The nature and limit of Church Dis-

ipline, H. B. Chappelle. (Queries for Discussion : 1. Can a Church scrip-

'irally discipline a member for nonattendanco on Saturday meetings ? 2.

should the Church tolerate the omission of its members to pay their just

icbts when they are fully able to do so? 3. Should the Church tolerate the

refusal of its members to pay their pastor when they are in possession of the

necessary means? 4. Did the Baptism of the Holy Ghost confer on the

Apostles any additional gift? Visiting brethren, W. Ashcraft, J. A. Mitch-
3), I. Hollingsworth, and J. W. Mitchel.

Third District—Next meeting will be held with Garrollton Church, Fri-

iay before the *Jnd Sabbath in August, 1877. Introductory Sermon by Eld.

R. T. Hanks; alternate, Elder S. Hildreth. Missionary Sermon by Elder
W. Ashcraft. Queries for- Discussion: 1.. D-oes a church that ceases to.



maintain her discipline ceaso to be a New Testament' churcli ? Opened by
\V. C<. Robertson. 2. How many ordinances are there in a church pf Christ
and what arc they ? Opened by J. D. Stapp. 3. What was the effect pro-
duced upon the apostles when they received the Baptism of the Holy Ghost,
and is the baptism of the Holy Spirit necessary now? Opened by Elder P.

Hildreth. Essays: 1. Who are the Baptists?—Wm. G. Bobertson, 2..

What is the design of church communion?—L. M. Stone. "V-isitiiig breth-
ren : W. AshcraFt, Jas. P. Gates, F. M. Walker, J. P. Leo, J, T. Hancock.
H. B. Chappelle.

Fourth District—Next annual meeting will beheld with Forf'.stCChurch,

Friday before the 3rd Sabbath in Aug., 1877. Introductory Sermon by Kb)
A. M. Smith : alternate, EldeirM. P. Smith. Missionary Sermon by Elder
•I. C. Foster; alternate. Elder W.. Ashcrai't. The ftrlUnving query was dis-

cussed and answered at last meeting: What is the best system tiiat we can
adopt for the purpose of procuring funds for the support of the gospel '.'

—

Answer— It is the duty of every memtae^of the church to give according I

tho scriptural plan. Queries, for pikeui&icn : 1. In vhe trial of church mem-
bers, should we receive only the evidence of members of Baptist churches
Onened by J. C. Fester and J; P. Barnetr. 2. What are the official duties-

Dia Deacon, and what are tho duties of church members in matters of church
discipline? Opened bv W. Ash craft and N. Cobb. Essay.—-What is cov-
Htousnosa?.-^-J. T. Smith. Visiting brethren : S. IliUkeUi, .1. A. Mitchell.

L Hull ; ngswortln H. B. Chappelle.

15. Appointed Delegates to the Baptist Stare Convention, Gads-

deb, Ala., Thursday before the 3d Sabbath in J'uly 1877 :. W Ash-
craft, J. 6. Foster/ li. II. Foster L. HK Stone, M. L. Stansel, W. C%.

liobertson.

1G. Returned correspondence to other Associations :

To the Tuskaloosa—To convene with the Mt. Olive Chnrch, 14 miles S. E.
'Uu-skaloosa, on Saturday before the 3d Sabbath iu. September, 1877—Richard
Marlow, J. C. Foster, J. A. Mitchell, £ H. Pate, F. 11. gallant, S. Hildreth.

To the, Columbus—To convene with the Siloarn Church, Clay county. Miss.,

jfriday before the 2d Sabbath in September; 1877—J. P. Lee, S. Hildreth,
\V. M. Curry, J. T. Hancock, A. P. Hodo.

To the Choctaw—€to motion, suspended correspondence on account of the
distance.

17. Appointed the next session or the Association to beheld
with the Big Creek Baptist Church, four miles West of Carrollton

\ La., commencing on Saturday before the 4th Sabbath in Sept. I87T.

18. Miscellaneous Musinets.— 1. Oa motion,, oadered that til) e ool-

l.etioa on Sabbath be equally divided 1 between the Home and For-
eign Missions.

2. Ordered, That the Clerk superintend the printing and distri-

bution of the Minutes, pay over the funds to their respctixe Boards.

and to retain out of Association fund $25 for his services.

3. Resolved. That the thanks of this Association be tendered to

the members of Corinth Church and the community, for the kind-

ness and hospitality extended to the delegates and visitors during
its session.

On motion, adjourned. Thus passed au&fcher pleasant and har-

monious session of the Union Association.. Prayer by Elder I!. A .

.Massey. J. C. FOSTER, Moderator.

H. B. Chappelle, Clerk.

Note.—Preaching oa Monday at the Arbor by Elders A. ML
Smith and W. II. Williams.
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CIRCULAR LETTER;

WRITTEN BY ELDER JOHN C. FOSTER.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

Article 1. "We believe in only one true and living God, the Father, the

Word, and the Holy Ghost."—De'ut. 4: 39, I. Cor. 8: 6, and I. John 5: 7.

Moses said to the children of Israel, "Know therefore this day, and con-

sider it in thine heart, that the Lord he is God in haaven above, and upon
the earth beneath : there is none else."—Deut. 4: 39. The apostle says,

"We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other

God but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven
or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is but

one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord
Jesus Christ by whom are all things and we by him."—I. Cor. 8 :

4-o\

"For there aro* three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one."—I. Jno. 5: 7.

These portions of scripture teach us there is but one God. As;ain the-

prophet Isaiah says, "Who hath declared this from ancient time? Who
hath told it from that time ? have not I, the Lord ? and there is no God else

beside; a just God and Saviour ; there is none beside me. Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for I am God, and there as

none else."—Is. 45: 21 and 22. They teach us not only that there is only

one true and living God: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, but
also that these three are one. Man's moral nature teaches us that there is a

God. There is a principle in man that has a tendency to establish a moral
government within him, that principle we call conscience. It restrains our

appetites and passions; and however unwelcome this restraint may be to

our vicious propensities, every one knows that it is conducive to his well-

being. Man is not only a morai, but also a social being. We feel the im-
portance of the restraining influence of conscience upon individuals in socie-

ty. Take away the restraints imposed upon each member ot society, and
this world would become a pandemonium.

t

In civil governments, where the voice of conscience has most sway, we see

men enjoying in a greater degree, the blessings of good government. But the

best of civil or moral governments have failed to satisfy man's desires, or to

fully meet his needs. When men disregard the promptings of conscience,

it stings them with bitter remorse. The evil in men overcomes all these bar-

riers and they continue in sin. "Public sentiment stamps vice with infamy :

but, in spite of public sentiment men are vicious, civil government holds out

its penalties, and the ruler brandishes his sword ; but men persevere in wick-

edness, and often with impunity. The voice of nature within us calls for a

government free from these imperfections. If from the idea of a petty ruler

over a single tribe or nation, we ascend to that of a moral governor over alt

intelligent creatures; if instead of the imperfect moral judgments and feel-

ings we find in men, we attribute to this universal ruler, all possible moral
perfections, if we invest him with knowledge sufficient to detect every crime,

and power sufficient for him to manifest his disapprobation of it in the most
suitable and effectual way ; and if this exalted Sovereign, instead of being

far from us, is brought into such a relation to us, that in him we live, move,
atid have our being,; we shall have the most sublime conception of moral

government, of which our minds are capable. This conception is presented

in the proposition there is a God. The idea of God's existence, as the



10

moral ruler of the universe, accords precisely with the tendencies and de-
mands of our moral nature ; and, without.,admitting it, our moral faculties

and the phenomena which they exhibit, are totally inexplicable." "The
moral principles of our nature find occasion for development and exercise, in

the relations which we sustain to our fellow-creatures. But, for their full

development and exercise nothing furnishes us opportunity, but the relation

which we bear to God, and his universal dominion. This* exercise of them
constitutes religion. Religion is, therefore, the perfection of morality ; and
the fundamental doctrine of religion is the existence of God."—(Digg's Man-
ual of Theology, p. 51.) God is seen by the intelligence of man as the great,

first cause. " Reason traces the chain of cause and effect throughout its links.

It finds every link dependent on that which precedes it; and it asks on what
does the entire chain depend: It obtains no satisfactory answer to this ques-
tion, until it lias admitted the existence of an eternal, self-existent, and inde-
pendent being, as the first cause of all thijigs. Here and here only the mind
finds repose." (Digg's Manual of Theology, p. 52.) If a man were passing
through a desert a n<\ w-ere to find a watch, he would instantly conclude that
that was the handiwork of man. So when we behold all the works of nature,
and see how appropriately every thing is contrived, and adapted to the pur-
poses for which they are designed, we must conclude that a contriver has
adapted them—that these, arc the handiwork of a God. "How fearfully and
wonderfully made," is man ! The eye for seeing, the ear fqf bearing, the
nose for smelling, the palate for tasting, the sense of touch for feeling, the
hands for laying hold upon and handling, the feet for walking, the teeth for

masticating, the throat for swallowing, the swallow for conveying the food
into the stomach, the stomach with its gastric juices, as a laboratory for ex-
tracting nourishment for the system, from the food we partake, the vessels

ti convey this to various parts of the system, some to the bones, some to the

nerves, to the sinews— to the muscles, to the fatty tissues, some by the vein-

to the heart where it undergoes a -change by receiving the oxygen of the at-

mosphere, which is inhaled into the kings, where it undergoes a chemical
5S and constantly re -invigorates the system, the vital principle of the air

being retained and the poisonous part being exhaled. Again man with bis

-, throat, palate and lips can converse with his fellow-man, can pray to

and praise God, can make sweet music, while with the ear he can take in the

music of others with delight and joy. He has a mind by which lie can reason
i f tbing$, SO that hundreds of years before han-cl lie can tell of the eclipses of
the sun. and trace the course of the comet. He has a soul by which he can

draw near to (rod in prayer and supplication and hold sweet converse with
''-->;- from off the mercy seat, and feel that the spirit of God "itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." He is capable of

laving God, ofyielding him obedience, by the aid of the Spirit, which help-

eth our infirmities. AVell hath the Psalmist said, "I am fearfully and won-
derfully made;" and well hath the poet exclaimed, "Strange that a harp,

with a thousand strings, should keep in tune so long."

Can any one look on man with all his complication and a!! the adaptat'u n

of parts, without instinctively feeling there is ti great contriver and that vv.

i.s God?
So if we look upon the earth, we see laws which govern it— like a great

ball it rolls over and revolving on its own axis in twenty-four hours, and fol-

lowing its circuit around the sun, making our day and night and changing
our seasons. We look at th-e coach wheel as it rolls over, with rapidit ;.

throwing the particles away from it, and we might ask, as is sometimes ash-

ed, if the earth rolls- owr, why decs not the water of the rivers, lakes and
ocean pour off from it* There is a law which we call gravity, that holds the

water to its place, the attraction of gravitation keeps every thing in its

place. Then there is the law of evaporation by which the rains that iVJl

Upon the earth, and run into the rivers and the ocean, are evaporated, taken

up in clouds are then driven by winds over the land and again descend in

showers to moisten the earth—the sun gives his light arid his warmth, which,
with the moisture causes the seed to germinate, spring up and grow and give

food for man and beast. In all this we see contrivance, the design of some
great taihd and that is Gor>.

All nations acknowledge the existence of as over-ruling being. They ha -

, e
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various objects of worship, as beasts, birds, fishes, reptiles, sun, moon, ima-

ijinary deities, &c. This is the law of nature or conscience in man, teaching
lim that there is a God, or there must be a tradition handed down from the

flood and going back to Noah, teaching there is a God. "Whether the gener-

al consent of the human family, that there is an over-ruling being, comes
from s revelation, which is handed down from father to son, from generation

to generation, or that conscience impresses it upon the minds of men, we
must accept it, as a revelation coming from God and handed down, or as be-

ing generally taught by nature, and as such, that it is true.

cut when we come to the scriptures of truth, they abundantly testify that

there is only one tme and living God. The very first sentence in the Bible
assumes that God exists : " In the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth."—Gen. 1 : I. 'It is fundamental in religion,' "Ho that cometh to

God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently

seek him."—Heb. 11: 6. Fools deny this, "the fool hath said in his heart,

there is no God."—Ps. 14: 1.

There is no disparity or contradiction between natural and revealed religion,

but the one confirms the other. The Psalmist says, " The heavens declare

the glory of God ; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day
uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge."—Ps. 19: 1, 2.

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple."—Ps. 19: 7. Revelation never con-
tradicts or sets aside the teachings of natural religion. God affirms, that " the
invisible things ot him are from the creation of the world are clearly seen,

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead."—Rom. 1 : 20. The scriptures teach us it is right to study natur-

al religion. " Ask the beasts, and they shall teach thee ; and the fowls of the
air, and they shall tell thee."—Job 12: 7. The scriptures abundantly teach
us there is but one God. " Hear, Israel : the Lord our God is one Lord."
Deut. 6 : 4. "For thou art great, and doest wondrous things : thou aTt God
alone."—Ps. 86: 10. We are assured that the Word was God: "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God."—John 1 : {. The apostle in writing to Timothy speaks of Christ in

this wise, "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit," «£c.—I. Tim. 3 : 16. The
apostle John says, "There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one."—I. John 5: 7.

Christ says, "I and my Father are one."—John 10 : 30. There is a beautiful

contrast between the dead, or dumb idol and the living and true God. " The
Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting King: at his

wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his

indignation." See Jer. 10.: 1—18. God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit, are represented as taking part in the creation, and also in

the salvation of sinners. We think we have demonstrated that there is 'only

one true and living God—the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost/

H. B. CHAPPELLE, in account with the Union Baptist Association.

DR.
To cash received from Committee on Finance $105.90

" " " R. Marlow for Minutes 1.00
" " " Mount Zion Church for Minutes 2.00
" " " " " " Association... 1.00

$109.90

CR.
By cash paid Foreign Mission Board $ 15.30

" " Domestic and Indian Mission Board- 6,40
" " for Printing Minutes 61.25

By cash retained for services as Clerk 25.00
" on hand unappropriated 2.95

$109.90



SYNOPSIS

EIGHTH ANNUA1 SESSION

SUNDAI SCHOOL CONVENTION

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

The Eigth Annual Sess <• >f the Sunday School Convention was
held at Corinth Church a< >, ; ing to previous appointment. Intro-

ductory Serraou by Eider VV. Ashcrait.

The Convention was or: n z { by the re-election of Elder W>
Ashcraft, President, and H B Chappelle, Secretary.

On motion, visiting brethren were invited to seats.

On motion, appointed i oxp a ttee on Queries, Essays aud Nomi-
nations, viz: E. P. Ezeli, A P. Hodo, J. W. Mitchci, H. H. Hil-

burn.

The Query: "Family ( 6v< rnment—its influence on Sabbath
Schools" was discussed, an a id view or the importance of this query,

it was on motion, laid on t - de" for future use. Query 1st was
discussed and answered, v z: Is the object of Sabbath Schools ex-

clusively for moral training ? Answer: Children should not only

be taught morality, but to read the scriptures, thereby leading

them to the blessed Savior. Query 2d was continued. The Essays

by W. G. Robertson and J. II. Stiuson were coutiuued.

On motion, Resolved, That we change the time and place of next

meeting of this convention to Carrolltou Baptist Church, on Friday

before the 5th Sabbath in July, 1877.

Report of Committee on Nominations, Queries, etc., adopted.

—

Next Introductory Sermon by Elder J. H. Curry. Subject: "Theo-
logical Schools." Alternate, Elder J. C. Foster. Query 1st:

What should be taught in Baptist Sabbath Schools? Opened by

W. Gr. Robertson, James Mills and C. Richey. Essay, Sabbath
School Literature, Elder W. Ashcraft E. P. Ezell, Chm.
On motion, adjourned to meet with Carrolltou Church on Friday

before the 5th Sabbath in July, 1877. W. Ashcraft, Pres.

H. B. Chappelle, Sec.





lMES of baptist ministers

IK THIS ASSOCIATION, WITH THEIR POST OFFICES

R. B. WlLKlNs Reform. Pickens County, Ala.

Millport, Sanford

1 B Iton. Pickens

S. ]

I). Duncan.;

G- M. Lylss Providence "

J. S. WOOTEN

IT. Bradlei *

William Coward*

A. M. Hanks. .
.* Columbus. Lowndes Co., Miss.

J. M. J.am. Piekensville, Prek< ns Co

J.H.Curry

J. P. Lee '

A. A Ball* ••

JacobParker Pleasant Ci-rovo',

M. P. Smith Union, C

J. A. Mitchell Sipsey Turnpike. Tuskaloosaj -

Anders Romulus. Tuskaloosa Co.. Ala.

A M. Smith < ;

•T C. Foster"}?, Tuskaloi <u &..

Ordain] d Mn - - - . - jx

Licentiates --..._ :;


