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MINUTES, &c.

LOUISVILLE, Kentucky, May 16, 1844.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America, met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian church, in

the city of Louisville, on Thursday, the 16th day of May, A. D. 1844, at

11 o'clock, A. M., and was opened with a sermon by the Rev. Gardiner
Spring, D.D., the moderator of the last Assembly, from Matthew xxviii. 20:
" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."

After the sermon, the Moderator took the chair, and opened the session

with prayer.

The Stated Clerk from the Standing Committee of Commissions reported,

that the following persons present have been duly appointed, and are hereby
enrolled as commissioners to this Genei'al Assembly, and laid their commis-
sions on the table, viz.

BY THE PRESBYTERIES OF

Londonderry,
Troy,

Albany,

Columbia.

I. OP THE SYNOD OF ALBANY.

Timothy G. Brainerd. (3)*

Reuben Smith, (1)

RULING ELDERS.

- 4 - o

.-—Daniel Stewart.

Jeremiah Wood.
James C. Magoffin.

- Peter Boyd.

Offdensburg.
Steuben.

Wyoming,

Hudson,
North River,

Bedford,
Long Island,

New York,

New York, 2d.

II. OF THE SYNOD OF BUFFALO.

James Remington.
o)- I - a

III. OF THE SYNOD OF NEW YORK. Z -^ 5 ~ O
James R. Johnson.
\John F. Clark.

David Teese.—-James C. Edwards.— Gardiner Spring, D.D.

-Wm. Marshall.

Thompson Price.

Micah Baldwin.

* A figure affixed to the name of a member, shows that he was not enrolled by the
Committee of Commissions in their report at the opening of the Assembly, but that he
was subsequently enrolled and took his seat on that day of the sessions designated by
the figure.
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BV THE PRESBYTERIES OF BISHOPS. RULING ELDERS.

IV. OF THE SYNOD OF NEW JERSEY. '-"/O
Elizabethtown,

New Brunswick,

West Jersey,

Newton,

Raritan,

Susquehanna,
Luzerne,

Philadelphia,

Philadelphia, 2d.

New Castle,

Donegal,
Baltimore,

Carlisle,

Huntingdon,
Northumberland,

Joseph M. Ogden,
Abraham Williamson.
Benj. H. Rice, D.D.
John Maclean, D.D.
2. Van Rensselaer,

D. X. Junkin.

James Clark.

Albert Williams.
Julius Foster.

'^ThomasP. Hunt, (3)

Wm. M. Cutter.

(1) John Demiin.
^Charles Welling.

- -J. R. Hughes, (2)
'

' 'John A. Crevling.

6/ George R. King.

i>A. W. Dunham.

'

C. D. Shoemaker, (3)

OF THE SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA. lO- 1 ~%

Cor. C. Cuyler, D.D.
H. A. Board man.
Robert D. Morris.

J. B. Spottswood,

P. J. Timlow. -
John C. Backus.

Robert McCachren.
Joseph A. Murray, (2)
James S. Woods.
D. J. Waller,

Wm. S. Boyd.

A. W. Mitchell, M.D.

=~ Alex. Stephens.
'~ E. M. Donaldson,
(George Todd.
—Robert G. Young, M.D.

' James Patterson, (3)
• .Samuel Barber.

VI. OF THE SYNOD OF PITTSBURGH. ^IO-\
Blairsville,

Red Stone,

Ohio,

Allegheny,

Beaver,
Erie,

Clarion,

David Kirkpatrick,
- N. H. Gillett.

"Matthew Brown, D.D.
- David Elliott, D.D.
^ Lei and R. McAboy.
-- Wells Bushnell.

I'Cyrus Dickson.

David McCay.

_^ John Cunningham.
John K. Duncan, (2)
Malcolm Leech.——^John Hannen,

^ Robert Sample.
-Wm. M. Francis.

> Andrew Bowman.
_ < Benjamin Junkin.

VIL OF THE SYNOD OF WHEELING. ^ " 6 ~ C>

^Nashitigton,
Steubenville,

St. Clairsville,

New Lisbon,

Columbus,
Marion,
Zanesville,

Richland,
Wooster,

Cochocton,

Mocking,

~~ John Stockton,
"- John W. Scott.

'-' Alexander Ewing.— And. O. Patterson.

Jacob Slagle.
—

^ Joseph Morrison.

Robert Rankin.

VIIL OF THE SYNOD OF OHIO. / - /-

^' James Hoge, D.D,
_, Wm. D. Smith,

James Culbertson,

J:^Henry Hervey.
—' Wm. McCandlish.

John Matthews, (1)

John M. Faris, (1)

J. A. Troup, M.D.
Wm. B. Irwin.

Leonard P. Bailey,
• Stephen Cook.
Alexander Hanna.
Arbuthnot Lyons, (I)

John Breckenridge, (1)

* The Rev. John Dorrance, by a special vote of the Assembly, afterwards took the

Beat resigned by Mr. Hunt.
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BY THE PRESBYTERIES OF RULING ELDERS.

Chilicothe,

Miami,
Cincinnati,

Oxford,
Sidney,

MaumeCy

iSalem,

Vincennes,

Madison,
Crawjbrdsville^

Indianapolis,

IX. OF THE SYNOD OP CL^CINNATL O -2

-Moses Russell,
- Jared M. Stone.

George Jiinkin, D.D.
—Wilson C. lloilyday.

— John M. Crabb.

X. OF THE SYNOD OF
Sylvester Scovel.— C. K. Thompson.
Daniel Lattimore.

t( Samuel Taylor.— Phineas D. Gurley.

—John Anderson.
John P. Harrison, M.D.
A. P. Andrews.
Samuel McCullough.

" - Wra. Taylor.

INDIANA. ^^ ^ ~ 2
^ Samul McCampbell.

~' A. B. McKee.
- - Victor King. (2)

^-David Wills. (2)—-J. M. Ray. (3)

XI.

Logansport,
Michigan,
Lake,

Kaskaskia,
Sangamon,
Schuyler,

Palestine,

Peoria,

Iowa,

OF THE SYNOD OF NORTHERN INDIANA. ^

— Edward W. Wright.
Robert Purdy.—-Enoch Bouton. J. P. L. Jernegan. (3)

Xn. OF THE SYNOD OF ILLINOIS. 7 -^/ -!

c/ A. C. Allen. (3)
=-— David D. McKee.
\-^George Stebbins.
— -J. Bennett.
- -Robt. B. Dobbins.

Salmon Cowles.

John Siddall.

-'''
G. H. Briscoe. (3)

!. James Smick, M.D.

XIIL 7 -i-z

Missotiri,

St. Louis,

Palmyra,
Potosi,

Upper Missouri,

OF THE SYNOD OF MISSOURL
—

- Wm. W. Robertson.
U Wm. S. Potts, D.D. H. R. Gamble. (5)

S. C. McConnell.
D. E. Y. Rice. (1)

John L. Yantis. (1)

Milton P. Cayce. (1)
Charles E. Mills. (1)

XIV.

Louisville,

Muhlenburg,
Transylvania,
\\'est Lexington,
Ebenezer,

Greenbrier,

Lexington,
Winchester,

West Hanover,

East Hanover,
Montgomery,

OF THE SYNOD OF KENTUCKY
, John D. Paxton.
/Joseph B. Hadden.

i'. John C. Young, D,D.]

Nathan H. Hall.

N. L, Rice. (2)

/

Singleton Wilson.
Wm. W. McKenzie, (2)
J. S. Hopkins. (3)

1/ James Stoneslreet

Wilson P. Boyd.

XV. OF THE SYNOD OF VIRGINIA. o
John McElhenney, D.D.
Allen D. Metcalf.

- Wm. H. Foote.

•-'Samuel B. Wilson, D.D.
John H, Bocock.
Wm. S, Plumer, D.D.
Dion C.Pharr. (1)

Wm. Rand.
Charles Patrick.

James C. Baker
Champe Carter.

John A. Smith. (S)

Robert Murray. M.D.
Fred. Johnston. (l)j

XVI.

Orange,

OF THE SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Robert Donnell,

Fayetleville,

Concord^

^tmF

S. J. P. Anderson.
Edward Hines.

Evander McNair.
And. Y. Lock ridge.

30*

Hayes W. Beatty.

John H. McDowell.
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BY THE PRESBYTERIES OF BISHOPS. RULING ELDERS.

XVII. OF THE SYNOD OF WEST TENNESSEE. ) O
Hohlon, ' R. B. McMullen.

West Tennessee, James Woods, ^' Lemon Oatman.

Nashville, John Allison, ^' Peter H. Martin.

iWorlh Alabama, Noble A. Penland, ' William Mailler.

Western District, Alexander A. Campbell.

XVIII. OF THE SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA. ll-'O'l

South Carolina,

Bethel,

Harmony,
Charleston,

Georgia.
Hopewell,
Flint River,

Florida,

Cherokee,

South Alabama,
Tuscaloosa,

East Alabama,

Mississippi,

Louisiana,
Clinton,

Tombeckbee,
Chickasaw,
Arkansas,
Indian.

'- James F. Gibert. (1)
y John Douglas,
t; R. C. Ketchum. (2.)
'' Benjamin Gildersleeve,

- G. H. W. Petrie.
IJ' John S. Wilson,
;-' Joshua Phelps.

Isaac W. Wadde], (1)

UJohnS. Reid, M.D. (1)

J. K. Douglas.

. G. T. Snovvden.

A. L. Acee, M. D. (3)

David Stuart, (1)

XIX. OF THE SYNOD OF ALABAMA.

, Wm. C. Emerson, (2)

U J. P. McMullen,

V' C. L. R. Boyd.

Charles A. Poellnitz. (1)
P. R. Fleming. (.5)

XX. OF THE SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPL '^ ' Q'O
S.'V. Marshall,

, Benjamin Chase, (2)

i, John H. Gray.
', Daniel McNair. (2)

V Daniel L. Gray, (1)

I, ' Aaron Williams. (3)

George P. Strong.

P. A. Walker.

R. H. Breford, (2)

Lodiana,
Furrukabad.
Allahabad'

XXL OF THE SYNOD OF NORTHERN INDIA.

. - William S. Rogers.

DELEGATES FROM CORRESPONDING BODIES.

General Association of

Connecticut.

Evangelical Consocia- )

lion of R. Island. ^

General Association of >

Massachusetts. ^

General Convention of >

Vermont. ^
General Association of >

New Hampshire. \

General Conference of

)

Maine. \
General Synod of the ^
Reformed Protestant C
Dutch Church. j

General Synod of the i

German Reformed >

Church. )
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The Committee further reported that Abraham Williamson, Bishop of the

Presbytery of Elizabethtown, and Reuben ISniith, Bishop of the Presbytery of

Troy, are present without their commissions ; that the following persons have

presented commissions from new Presbyteries, viz. John L. Yantis, Bishop,

and Charles E. Mills, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Upper Missouri;

Isaac W. Waddel, Bishop, and David Stewart, Ruling Elder of tlie Presby-

tery of Cherokee; Dion C. Pharr, Bishop, and Frederick .Johnston, Ruling

Elder of the Presbytery of Montgomery ; John M. Paris, Bishop, and John

Breckenridge, Ruling Elder of the Presbytery of Hocking ; John Matthews,

Bishop, and Arburthnot Lyons, Ruling Elder of the Presbytery of Cochocton;

D. E. Y. Rice, Bishop, and Milton P. Cayce, Ruling Elder of the Presbytery

of Potosi; and that the commissions of James F. Gibert, Bishop, and John S.

Reid, M.D., Ruling Elder of the Presbytery of South Carolina, are defective

in not having the signature of the Moderator of Presbytery.

The Stated Clerk reported that he had received official information of the

organization of the following new Presbyteries, viz. the Presbytery of Chero-

kee by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia ; the Presbytery of Mont-

gomery by the Synod of Virginia; the Presbyteries of Potosi and Upper Mis-

souri by the Synod of Missouri ; the Presbyteries of Cochocton and Hocking
by the Synod of Ohio ; the Presbytery of Luzerne agreeably to the order of

the last General Assembly ; and of the organization of the Synods of Buffalo

and Northern Indiana; and that the name of the Presbytery of Lancaster in

the Synod of Ohio had been changed into that of Zanesville.

Resolved, That the foregoing new Presbyteries be enrolled, and that the

commissioners therefrom be admitted to their seats.

On motion, Messrs, Maclean, Stewart, Ogden, Baldwin and Mitchell, were

appointed a Committee of Elections, to whom were referred the defective

commissions.

And then the Assembly took a recess until this afternoon at 4 o'clock.

THURSDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

After recess the Assembly met and resumed business.

The Committee of Commissions reported the following additional commis-
sioner, viz. Charles Augustus Poellnitz, Ruling Elder of the Presbytery of

South Alabama.
The Committee of Elections reported that they had received satisfactory

evidence that the Rev. Reuben Smith of the Presbytery of Troy, the Rev.
Abraham Williamson of the Presbytery of Elizabethtown, the Rev, James F.

Gibert, and Dr, John S, Reid, Ruling Elder of the Presbytery of South
Carolina, were duly appointed by their respective Presbyteries, Commis-
sioners to this General Assembly, and recommended that their names be
entered on the Roll of the Assembly.
The Report was adopted.

The Rev. George Junkin, D,D,, was then elected Moderator.
A letter was received from the Rev. Dr, John M. Krebs, tendering his re-

signation of the office of Permanent Clerk, whereupon, on motion, it was
Resolved, That the thanks of the Presbyterian Chui'ch are due to the Rev.

Dr. Krebs, for the very able manner in which he has discharged the duties

of Permanent Clerk of the General Assembly for seven years past ; and this

Assembly, desirous of retaining his valuable services in this office, do unani-
mously request him to reconsider his letter of resignation, and, if consistent

with his views of duty, to withdraw the same, and continue to be the Perma-
nent Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.
The Rev, Benjamin Gildersleeve was then chosen Permanent Clerk pro.

tern., and the Rev. Joseph M, Ogden, Temporary Clerk.
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The Stated Clerk presented the Standing Docket, which was read.
It was ordered that five hundred copies of the Roll of the Assembly be

printed for the use of the members.
On motion it was
Resolved, That it be adopted as a rule for this meeting, to commence the

morning sessions at 9 o'clock and close them at 1 o'clock P. M., and to com-
mence the afternoon sessions at 4, and close them at 6 o'clock.

The Assembly then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY Morning, May 17, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The Minutes of the last session were read and approved.
On motion, it was
Resolved, That the calling of the Roll in the morning be hereafter dispen-

sed with.

The printed Minutes of the last Assembly were distributed among the

members.
The Moderator appointed the following Standing Committees, viz.

On Bills and Overtures.—Rev. Messrs. Spring, Brown, Hoge, Cuyler,

Plumer, Campbell, Bushnell, and Stone ; and Ruling Elders, Douglass, Don-
nell, Hannen and Harrison.

Judicial Committee.—Rev, Messrs. S, B. Wilson, Elliott, Potts, Young,
B. H. Rice, Stewart, A. O, Patterson, and Morris ; and Ruling Elders, Strong,

Mitchell, Carter, and Francis,

On Leave of Absence.—Rev. Messrs, Remington and Petrie, and Ruling
Elders, A, B, McKee and Magoffin.

On Mileage.—Ruling Elders, Baldwin, Dunham, Johnston and Snowden.
On Devotional Exercises.—Rev. Messrs. Hall, Boardman, Foote and

Scovel.

On the Narrative.—Rev. Messrs, Junkin, McElhenney, Phelps, and Ru-
ling Elder, Andrews,
On Foreign Correspondence.—Rev, Messrs. Kirkpatrick and Clark,

On Finance—Ruling Elders, Price, King, Todd, and Rev, Messrs, Ed-
wards and Scott,

An appeal and complaint of the Rev, Dr. R, J, Breckinridge and others,

against a decision of the Synod of Philadelphia on the quorum of Presbytery,

marked No, 1—an appeal and complaint of Rev, Dr, R, J, Breckinridge and
others, against the Synod of Philadelphia on the subject of ordination, marked
No, 2—and an appeal of Mrs, Abby Hanna, against a decision of the Synod
of Wheeling, were read by their titles, and referred to the Judicial Committee.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional members,
viz. Rev, Daniel McNair, of the Presbytery of Tombeckbee ; Rev, Wm, C.

Emerson, of the Presbytery of South Alabama ; Rev. R, C, Ketchum, of the

Presbytery of Harmony ; Rev, Daniel L, Gray, and R, H. Breford, Ruling

Elder from the Presbytery of Chickasaw ; Rev, Joseph A. Murray, from the

Presbytery of Carlisle ; J, K. Duncan, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of

Redstone ; Rev, Benjamin Chase, from the Presbytery of Louisiana ; and

Rev, N, L, Rice, from the Presbytery of Ebenezer,

Rev, George Lewis, of the Presbytery of Dundee, Scotland, was introduced

to the Assembly by the Rev, Dr. Spring, as a delegate from the Free Church
of Scotland, and on motion the following minute was adopted, viz.

Whereas, The Free Church of Scotland which has proven herself worthy

to be successor to the Church of Scotland in the days of the martyrs, has, by
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the grace of God, taken so signal and glorious a stand in favour of Christ's

crown and covenant, therefore,

Resolved, That the Assembly do unanimously and most cordially and
joyfully welcome the Rev. George Lewis, of the Scottish Deputation, to the

deliberations of our body, and affectionately invite him to take a seat among
us, as a corresponding member.

Resolved, That the papers of Mr. Lewis be referred to the Committee of

Bills and Overtures—to make such presentation of the object of his visit as

they may deem most suitable.

Two memorials from the Presbytery of Cincinnati ; a memorial from the

Presbytery of South Alabama ; a memorial from the Presbytery of Concord
;

a memorial from the Presbytery of Indianapolis, and a memorial from the

Presbytery of Luzerne, were received and referred to the Committee of Bills

and Overtures.

A memorial from the Synod of Indiana on the subject of the division of

that Synod, and also a protest from the Presbytery of Oxford against said

division, were received, and referred to a sjiecial committee consisting of

Messrs. Culbertson, Stockton, Hervey, Troup and S. Wilson.

Rev. J. A. Copp, delegate to the General Convention of Vermont ; Rev.

D, V. McLean, delegate to the General Association of Massachusetts ; Rev.

Robert Nail, delegate to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island ; Rev,

Wm, M. Atkinson, delegate to the General Synod of the German Reformed
Church, and Rev. Joseph H. Jones, D.D. delegate to the General Conference of

Maine, presented their respective Reports, which were read and ordered to be

printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

Messrs. J. F. Clark, Dickson, Backus, Barber and Boyd, were, on motion,

appointed a committee to nominate delegates to attend the Foreign bodies in

correspondence with this Assembly. On motion.

Resolved, That one copy of each of the minutes of Foreign Bodies be pre-

sented to the Board of Publication, and also one to the Library of each of our

Theological Seminaries, to be preserved for reference.

A memorial from the Presbytery of Richland, on the subject of Reform in

Colleges, was received and referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The Annual Report of the Directors of the Union Theological Seminary
was received and read ; whereupon it was

Resolved, That the Report be approved and printed in the Appendix to the

Minutes.

A communication was received from Mr. B. M. Patton, of the Kentucky
Institution for the Education of the Blind, expressing a desire to give an ex-

hibition of the exercises of their pupils before the General Assembly, to-night,

at a quarter before eight o'clock, at such place as the Assembly may be

pleased to designate ; whereupon it was
Resolved, That the Assembly accede to the request, and that the said ex-

hibition be held in this church.

A letter was received from the Synod of Australia, New South Wales,
which was read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence,
and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

An overture was received from the Presbytery of Columbus, which was
referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

On motion, a committee consisting of Rev. Messrs. D. D. McKee, and J.

S. Woods, and Ruling Elder James Smick, was appointed, to make arrange-
ments for the anniversary observances of the several Boards of the Church.

Rev. Dr. Hoge, chairman of the committee appointed by the last Assembly,,
on the subject of Church Extension, presented a Report, which was read and
accepted ; and, on motion, the Assembly
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Resolved, To enter immediately upon its consideration.

After some discussion, the Assembly adjourned until 4 o'clock this after-

noon.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY Afteenoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The Moderator appointed the following Committees on Synodical Records,

viz :

Albany—Rev. James F. Gibert and John S. Wilson, Elder, David Stewart.

New York—Rev. J. B. Spoltswood and N. H. Gillett, Elder, John K. Dun-
can.

NezD Jersey—Rev. Enoch Bouton and Phineas D. Gurley, Elder, David
Mills.

Philadelphia—Rev, Julius Foster and David McCay, Elder, Benj. Junkin.

Pittsburgh—Rev. J. B. McMullen and J. W. Waddel, Elder, J. S. Reid.

Wheeling—Rev. D. L. Gray and Wm, S. Rogers, Elder, P. A. Walker.
Ohio—Rev. John Allison and Edward Hines, Elder, Chs. A. Poellnitz.

Cincinnati—Rev. N. L. Rice and John L. Yantis, Elder, Chs, E. Mills.

Indiana—Rev. M. Russell and William McCandlish, Elder, Samuel Mc-
Cullough.

Northern Indiana—Rev. J. M. Faris and David Lattimore, Elder, John

Breckenridge.

Illinois—Rev. John Matthews and John M. Crabb, Elder, W. Taylor.

Missouri—Rev. W. C, Hollyday and C. R. Thompson, Elder, Robert

Purdy.
Kentucky—Rev. Robert McCachren and Jos. A. Murray, Elder, Robert

G. Young.
Virginia—Rev. D, Teese and A, Williams, Elder, John Demun.
North Carolina—Rev. Abm. Williamson and Jeremiah Wood, Elder,

Charles Welling.

West Tennessee—Rev. R. Smith and L. R. McAboy, Elder, John Crevling.

South Carolina and Georgia—Rev. C, Van Rensselaer and Samuel Tay-
lor, Elder, Joseph Morrison.

Alabama—Rev. Rob't B. Dobbins and J. C. McConnell, Elder, J. Smick,

M.D.
Mississippi—Rev. W. W. Robertson and Allen" D. Metcalf, Elder, J. C.

Baker.

Northern India—Rev. Dion C. Pharr and C. L. R. Boyd, Elder, Peter H.
Martin.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional Commis-

sioners, viz. Victor King, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Madison

;

Wm. W. McKenzie, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Muhlenburg, and

James R. Hughes, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of West Jersey.

An overture from the Presbytery of Charleston, was received, and referred

to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The Committee to arrange the time and order in which the several Boards

shall present to the Assembly their annual Reports, recommended that the

Board of Education present their Report on Monday, at 10 o'clock, A. M.;

The Board of Foreign Missions, on Tuesday ; The Board of Missions, on

Wednesday ; The Board of Publication on Thursday, at the same hour of

each day.

The Report was adopted.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises reported, recommending that they

be held in this church on Monday evening next, at 8 o'clock, and that the

order of exercises be as follows, viz.
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1. Invocation and reading tiic Scriptures, by the Moderator.

2. Psalmody, by Rev. Reuben Smith.

3. Address, by Rev. Geo. Lewis, of the Free Church of Scotland.

4. Prayer, by Dr. Elliott.

5. Psalmody, by Rev. J. S. AVilson.

6. Address, by Rev. N. L. Rice.

7. Prayer, by Rev. John McElhcnney, D.D.
8. Doxology and Benediction, by Rev. S. Cowles.

The Committee also recommended that the Annual Sermon on Popery be

delivered on next Wednesda}"^ evening, at 8 o'clock, by the Rev. H. A. Board-

man, agreeably to the appointment of the last General Assembly.

The Report of the Trustees of the General Assembly, and also the Report

of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly, were read, ac-

cepted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The unfinished business of the morning, viz. the consideration of the Re-

port of the Committee on Church Extension, was resumed and continued until

the hour of adjournment, when the Assembly adjourned until to-morrow

morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY Morning, May 18, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional commis-
sioners, viz. Rev. Archibald C. Allen, from the Presbytery of Kaskaskia, A.

L. Acee, M.D., Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Flint River, John A.

Smith, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of West Hanover, J. S. Hopkins,

Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Transylvania, Rev. Thomas P. Hunt,

from the Presbytery of Luzerne.

An Overture from the Synod of Kentucky ; a paper from the Presbytery of

Northumberland; a paper from the churches of Wilmington and Bethel; a

memorial from the church of Clarksville, and a memorial from the Presby-

tery of Clinton, were read by their titles and referred to the Committee of

Bills and Overtures.

The report of Rev. N. Murray, a delegate of the last Assembly to the

General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, was read, and
ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

The unfinished business of yesterday was resumed, viz. the consideration

of the report of the Committee on Church Extension, when, after discussion,

the first i-esolution was adopted.

The second resolution was then taken up and discussed, but before coming
to a decision, the debate was arrested by the hour of adjournment.

An invitation was received from the Mercantile Library Association of

Louisville, for the members of the Assembly to visit and use their library and

reading room during their stay in this city; whereupon, it was
Resolved, That the invitation be accepted, and that the Clerk return to the

officers of that institution the thanks of this body.

It was ordered that the various Synodical records be handed in at Iho

opening of the afternoon session, in order that they may be referred to the

respective committees.

The Assembly then adjourned till this afternoon at 4 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.
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SATURDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional com-
missioners, viz. James Patterson, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Hun-
tingdon, G. H. Briscoe, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Schuyler,
Charles D. Shoemaker, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Luzerne, Rev.
Aaron Williams, from the Presbytery of Arkansas, James M. Ray, Ruling
Elder, from the Presbytery of Indianapolis, Rev. Timothy G. Brainerd, from
the Presbytery of Londonderry, and J. L. Jernegan, Ruling Elder, from the
Presbytery of Lake.
The Judicial Committee reported in part, i-ecommending that the appeals

and complaints of the Rev. Dr. Breckinridge and others, Nos. 1 and 2, on the

quorum question and the imposition of hands, be returned to the appellants

and complainants, for reasons assigned.

Their report was docketed, and made the second order of the day for

Monday next.

The unfinished business of the morning was taken up, viz. the report of
the Committee on Church Extension, the discussion being on the second
resolution; which, after an amendment, was adopted.

The third resolution was also amended and adopted.

The Assembly then adjourned until Monday morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY Morning, May 20, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee on Commissions reported the following additional commis-
sioners: Hamilton R. Gamble, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of St.

Louis, and P. R. Fleming, Ruling Elder, from the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported Overture No. 1, it being

an " Overture from the Synod of New York, for a revision of the regulations

respecting the reception of foreign ministers." And on motion of the Com-
mittee it was

Resolved, That no change is called for in the regulations of the Assembly
on the subject of foreign ministers.

The same Committee also reported Overture No. 3, it being a memorial

from the Presbytery of Luzerne, asking permission to withdraw their Over-

ture for the formation of a new Synod, and presenting a petition for the

annexation of the Brier Creek church of the Presbytery of Luzerne to the

Presbytery of Northumberland, in the Synod of Philadelphia. And on

motion of the Committee, it was
Resolved, That both the requests embraced in the memorial be granted.

The same Committee also reported Overture No. 6, it being a resolution

from the Presbytery of Concord, expressing the opinion that the number of

members in the General Assembly is too large, and that the interests of the

Church would be promoted by a diminution. And on motion of the Com-
mittee, it was

Resolved, That the Presbytery of Concord have leave to withdraw their

Overture.

The same Committee reported Overture No. 7, it being a memorial from

the Presbytery of Clinton, on the subject of chaplains in the United States'

army and navy. And on motion, it was referred to Messrs. Cuyler, Gray,

J. R. Johnston, Baker and Shoemaker.
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The same Committee reported Overture No. 4, embracing a memorial
from the Synod of Cincinnati, and also a memorial from the Synod of West
Tennessee, on the subject of the rule adopted by the General Assembly's
Board of Education, requiring of every beneficiary receiving aid from its

funds, a course of three years' study ; and a communication fi'om the Board
of Education on the same subject, recommending a resolution for the adop-

tion of this body.

This report was accepted, and the motion to adopt was discussed until

arrested by the order of the day, which was to hear the report of the Assem-
bly's Board of Education,

This Report was read by the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. M. B.
Hope ; and on motion.

The Report was adopted, and ordered to be printed under the direction of
the Board.

The following resolutions were then offered and adopted, viz.

Resolved, That for the prosperity of our Church, and especially in the

great work of church extension, nothing, under God, is more vitally important

than a great increase of ministers of eminent talents and apostolic spirit.

Resolved, That while the General Assembly feel and proclaim the im-

portance of praying and labouring for an increase of labourers, they do at

the same time express their unhesitating belief that men of a high order of
talents, character and training, are now more needed than mere numbers of
inferior men; and they therefore cordially approve the sentiments expressed,

and the measures adopted by the Board, in regard to this subject; and they

do most earnestly recommend all the Presbyteries to resist kindly but firmly,

the recommendation to the Board of unsuitable candidates, and also to dis-

courage the propensity to hasten into the ministry, without a full course of
preparatory study.

On motion, the following preamble and resolution were adopted, viz.

Whereas the number of candidates under the care of the Board of Educa-
tion has greatly increased through the divine blessing, and

Whereas it appears from the Annual Report of the said Board, that only
a small proportion of our churches, and a still smaller proportion of our
church members have made contributions in aid of this cause, now, therefore

Resolved, That in the deliberate judgment of this Assembly, it is the

privilege of all the members of all our churches, to be instructed from the

pulpit in regard to the claims of this great cause, and their duty to sustain it

regularly and systematically, by their prayers and contributions.

It was made the order of the day for to-morrow, at 12 o'clock, M. to receive

reports from the Committees on Synodical Records.

The Rev. Dr. Hoge, from the Committee appointed by the General Assem-
bly of 1843, in relation to the mode of raising funds for the Boards of the

church, offered a Report which was put on the Docket.

A letter was read from the Rev. James Romeyn, who had been appointed

a delegate to this body by the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant

Dutch Church, expressing his regret that, in the providence of God, he had
been prevented from attending.

The second order of the day was then taken up, which was the Report of

the Judicial Committee on the appeals and complaints of the Rev. Dr. Breck-

inridge and others, when
It was first moved to adopt the Report, and after some discussion there

was a motion to postpone for a time the motion to adopt, in order to make
way for a motion to admit the parties to be heard on the question of juris-

diction. But before the question of postponement was decided, the Assembly
adjourned until four o'clock, P. M. Concluded with prayer.
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MONDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

A memorial was received from two individuals on the subject of extending

an invitation, on communion occasions, to other denominations, which was
referred to the Committee of Bills and Overtures.

The unfinished business of the morning was then taken up, viz. the Report
of the Judicial Committee on the appeals and complaints of the Rev. Dr.
Breckinridge and others, the question being on postponing the motion to

adopt in order to make way for a motion to admit the parties to be heard on
the question of jurisdiction.

After debate the motion to postpone was put and decided in the negative.

The Assembly then adjourned until this evening at eight o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY Evening, 8 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and attended to the religious exercises according to

the order prescribed, and then adjourned until to-morrow morning at nine

o'clock.

TUESDAY Morning, May 21, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes wei-e read and approved.

The Western Theological Seminary presented their Seventeenth Annual
Report, which was read and referred to a Committee consisting of Rev.
Messrs. Foote, Timlow and Allison, and Elders Messrs. L. Oatman and
P. H. Martin.

The Committee on the Boundary Line between the Synods of Indiana and
Cincinnati, presented their Report, which was ordered to be placed on the

Docket.

The Committee to nominate delegates to ecclesiastical bodies in corres-

pondence with this Assembly, offered their Report, which was accepted and
approved, and is as follows, viz.

To the General Association of Connecticut and Massachusetts.—Rev.

Dr. Magie, of the Presbytery of Elizabethtown, and Rev. Joshua Phelps, of

the Presbytery of Florida.

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island.—Rev. A. H. Du-
mont, of the Presbytery of Elizabethtown. Alternate—Rev. Hugh Wilson,

of the Presbytery of Long Island.

To the General Association of Neiv Hampshire.—Rev. H. Perkins, of

the Presbytery of New Brunswick. Alternate—Rev. D. M. Halliday, of the

second Presbytery of New York.

To the General Convention of Vermont.—Rev. Reuben Smith, of the

Presbytery of Troy. Alternate—Rev. Jeremiah Woods, of the Presbytery

of Albany.

To the General Conference of Maine.—Rev. Dr. McCartee, of the Pres-

bytery of Hudson. Alternate—Rev. John Johnston, of the Presbytery of

North River.

To the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church.—
Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D., of the Presbytery of New Brunswick. Alter-

nate—The Rev. Peter O. Studdiford, of the Presbytery of Raritan

To the General Synod of the German Reformed Church.—Rev. H. A.

Boardman, of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. Alternate—Rev. C. Van
Rensselaer, of the Presbytery of West Jersey.]
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And on motion, the clerks were directed to make out their commissions.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on Overture No. 8, refer-

red to them from the Presbytery ofCharleston, in relation to the appointment

of a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, in view of the late visitations of

God in calling to their final account a number of men eminent in station and

in the councils of our country, recommending the following resolution, which

was adopted, viz.

Resolved, That it is not advisable to act upon the premises set forth in the

Overture, inasmuch as the occasion has already been improved by many of

our ministers, in the delivery of discourses from their pulpits having special

reference to this appalling visitation of God.

The same Committee reported on Overture No. 10, from the Presbytery

of Columbus, inquiring

" 1st. Is it orderly for a Session under the care of one Presbytery, to re-

quest a minister of another Presbytery to moderate them, without first obtain-

ing leave from their Presbytery.
" 2d, Is it constitutional for a minister to moderate a Session under the

care of a different Presbytery from his own, without first asking and obtain-

ing leave of the Presbytery having jurisdiction over said Session?"

Recommending the following minute, which was adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the last Assembly in deciding that a Session may invite a

minister who is a member of another Presbytery to sit as their moderator,

did not include any of those cases in which it is required either in express

terms, or by plain implication, [Form ofGovernment, Ch. IX. Sec. iii. and iv.,]

that the moderator shall be of the same Presbytery as the congregation, but

are of the opinion that in cases of a different kind for which no provision is

made, a member of another Pi'esbytery may be invited to act as moderator,

if it be found to be expedient.

The same Committee on Overture No. 9, it being a memorial from the

Presbytery of Richland, and ordered to be brought before the Assembly by
the Synod of Ohio, praying for a reform in Colleges respecting the use of

the Sacred Scriptures, especially in the original languages, or in case such

reform be impracticable or unadvisable, that then the Assembly recommend
the establishment of certain new institutions of learning—Reported the fol-

lowing minute which was adopted, viz.

1- Resolved, That the memorial relates to matters not under the direct

control of this body.

2. Resolved, Nevertheless, that this Assembly embrace this opportunity

of expressing their heartfelt regret, that the Greek Testament has fallen into

disuse in some of our seminaries of classical learning, and that we regard the

study of the Holy Scriptures in the original languages by the youth of our

land, as in many respects important, and recommend to all our members,

elders and ministers, who have the control of the studies of youth, to give

due prominence to this branch of learning.

The Committee on leave of absence, reported that they had excused

A. L. Acee, M.D., from the remaining sessions of the General Assembly, on

account of ill health.

The thirty-second annual report of the Princeton Theological Seminary

was presented, read and referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs.

Waddel, Edwards and Yantis, and Elders, Messrs. Mailler and Murray.

The order of the day was then taken up, which was to hear the Report of

the Board of Foreign Missions.

Printed copies of the Report were distributed among the members, accom-

panied with explanatory remarks, from the corresponding secretary, Walter

Lowrie, Esq.
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The following resolution was then offered and adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the annual report of the Board of Foreign Missions be
approved, and referred to the Executive Comnaittee for publication and dis-

tribution among the churches as extensively as may be found practicable.

Nominations were made for members of the Board to supply the places of
those whose term of office expires at this meeting, and the election was made
the second order of the day for to-morrow.

Dr. Plumer submitted the following resolution, which for the present was
laid on the table, viz.

Resohed, That a committee of fifteen be appointed to take into considera-

tion the subject of agencies, and the whole subject of collecting funds for the

Board of Foreign Missions.

The order of the day was then taken up, viz. the reports of Committees on
Synodical records, when the records of the following Synods were approved,
viz. New York, Wheeling, Ohio, Indiana, Northern Indiana, Illinois, Missouri,

Virginia, North Carolina, West Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia, and
Alabama. The records of the Synod of Pittsburgh, with the exception of
their having the opening sermon preached after business had commenced,
were also approved.

The reports of the Committees on the records of the Synods of Philadel-

phia and Kentucky, were retained till after the decision of the Assembly on
a question now before them.

The Synods whose records have not been sent up for revision, were or-

dered to have them presented to the Assembly next year.

Nominations were made to fill the vacancies in the Board of Education,

and also for Directors of the Western Theological Seminary, and of Prince-

ton Theological Seminary; and the elections was made the order of the day
for to-morrow, after the other orders shall have been disposed of, and the

clerks were directed to have lists of the nominees posted in some convenient

portion of the house.

The unfinished business of yesterday, viz. the report of the Judicial Com-
mittee on the appeals and complaints of Rev. Dr. Breckinridge and others,

was then taken up. And after reading the papers, the Assembly adjourned

until 4 o'clock this afternoon.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Judicial Committee, in the case of the appeal of Abby Hanna from

the decision of the Synod of Wheeling, recommended the following order of

procedure, which was adopted, viz.

1. The reading of the sentence of the Session suspending Mrs. Hanna, then

the decision of the Presbytery of Washington on Mrs. Hanna's appeal, and

the decision of the Synod of Wheeling in the case,

2. The reasons of Mrs. Hanna's appeal from the Presbytery of Washing-

ton to the Synod of Wheeling.

3. The whole record of proceedings in the Session, the Presbytery, and the

Synod, with the testimony and reasons of decision in the case.

4. To hear the original parties.

5. To hear any of the members of the inferior judicatory in explanation of

the grounds of their decision or their dissent.

The unfinished business of the morning was resumed, viz. the report of

the Judicial Committee in relation to the appeals and complaints of Rev. Dr.

Breckinridge and others ; and the debate on the question to adopt, continued
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for the remainder of the session, when the Assembly adjourned till to-mor-

row morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY Morning, May 22, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

An invitation was received from Dr. J. Cobb, dean of the Louisville Medi-

cal Institute, for the Assembly to visit that institution at any time that it may
suit their convenience. Whereupon it was

Resolved, That the Assembly accept the invitation, and fix the time for 3

o'clock on Saturday afternoon.

On motion it was
Resolved, That the afternoon sessions hereafter commence at three o'clock,

and continue till six.

The unfinished business of yesterday was resumed, viz. the appeals and

complaints of Rev. Dr. Breckinridge and others; when the debate was con-

tinued on the motion to adopt the report of the Judicial Committee until it

was arrested by the order of the day, which was to hear the report of the

Assembly's Board of Missions.

This report was read by the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. Dr. ]\Ic-

Dowell, to which he added explanations and remarks.

The following resolutions were then submitted and adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the report of the Board of Missions be approved by the

Assembly, and be returned to the Board for publication, and the Assembly
commend this report, with the facts it discloses, and the objects and views it

presents, to the serious attention of all our Presbyteries, pastors, and churches.

Resolved, That the work of domestic missions, having for its object the

spread of the gospel and the permanent establishment of sound evangelical

churches in all sections of our widely extended country, is a work of great
magnitude and unspeakable importance—that this is, in a very special sense,

the work of American Christians

—

a trust committed to the American
churches, and for the accomplishment of which, Christians of this land will be
held responsible by the Head of the Church.

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Assembly, the pressing wants of
the destitute in this land, ayd the constraining love of God our Saviour,

should prompt us as a church to make greatly increased efforts for carrying

forward efficiently the important work of domestic missions, and we most
earnestly and affectionately appeal to every Presbytery, pastor and church
in our connexion to come up with increased zeal and liberality to the aid of
this cause.

Nominations were then made to fill vacancies in the Board, and it was
made the next order of the day after the other orders, to elect them.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures, reported overture No. 13, it being

a petition from the churches of Bath, Dunlapsville,^ Brockville, and Mount
Carmel, of the Presbytery of Oxford, praying that the boundary line between
the Synods of Indiana and Cincinnati be not altered, as contemplated in an
overture referred to this Assembly from the Assembly of 1843. [See printed

Minutes, p. 177.] And on motion it was
Ordered, To be docketed that it may be considered in connexion with that

overture.

The same Committee reported Overture No. 12, it being an inquiry whe-
ther licentiates of our church can solemnize marriages, where they are au-
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thorized to do so, by the laws of the States." This overture was also ordered

to be placed on the docket.

The same Committee reported on Overture No. 14, it being a reference to

them of several papers in relation to the Christian sabbath, which was read

and adopted, and is as follows, viz. That the Assembly of 1843 having

solemnly affirmed the divine authority of the Christian Sabbath—its perpe-

tual and universal obligation—its important bearing upon all the relations

and interests of men, domestic, social, civil and religious ; and said Assem-
bly having enjoined upon all the inferior judicatories to give due attention to

the sanctification of the sabbath within their own bounds, and to " co-operate

in the furtherance of any measures suggested by others that may seem adapt-

ed to the promotion of the same throughout the world." Therefore

Resolved, That there is special occasion for this Assembly to re-affirm

these sentiments, and that the subject be strongly urged on the consideration

of the inferior judicatories and all the members in our communion.
The same Committee reported on Overture No. 3, it being a memorial from

the Presbytery of Cincinnati, asking this Assembly to reverse the decision

of the last, respecting the right of ruling elders to impose hands in the ordi-

nation of ministers, and respecting the necessity of the presence of ruling

elders to constitute a quorum of Presbytery, and on an overture from the

Presbytery of Transylvania on a branch of the same subject; and also an
overture from the Presbytery of South Alabama respecting an amendment
of the Form of Government, so as to provide that ruling elders shall be neces-

sary to a quorum.

On these overtures, as relating to similar important points in the govern-

ment of the church, the committee submitted certain resolutions, which were
placed on the docket.

Notice was also given of a minority report to be presented this afternoon.

The Assembly then adjourned until this afternoon at 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY Afternoon, 3 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Theological Semi-

nary at Princeton, presented their Report, recommending that it be approved

and printed in the Appendix to the Minutes, which was adopted.

The Committee on the reference of Clinton ^Presbytery on the subject of

Chaplains, offered a Report, which was recommitted to the same Committee.

Resolved, That the appointment of the place of meeting of the next Gene-

ral Assembly be the order of the day for 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.

The Committee on Devotional Exercises further reported, recommending

that the Assembly unite in celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,

on the next Sabbath, at 4 o'clock, P. M,, and that the following be the order

of the services, viz.

1. Reading the Scriptures, psalmody and prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Hoge.

2. The Rev. Dr. Junkin to preside in dispensing the bread.

3. The Rev. Dr. Elliott to preside in dispensing the cup.

4. Prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Potts.

5. Psalmody and Benediction, by the Rev. Mr. Paxton.

Their Report was adopted.

The several orders of the day were taken up consecutively, and from the

nominations of yesterday to fill vacancies, the following persons were elected,

viz.
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BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

MINISTERS.

George Junkin, D.D.
J. J. Janeway, D.D.
A. W. Leland, D.D.
George W. Janvier,

John Johnston,

Joseph H. Jones, D.D.
John M. Krcbs, D.D.

John McDowell, D.D.

Joseph McElroy, D.D.
Robert McCartee, D.D.
John Goldsmith,

Thos. L. Janeway,

Nicholas Murray, D.D.

Geo. W. Musgrave,

W. W. Phillips, D.D.

LAYMEN.

John Henderson,
Otis Childs,

James M. Ray,
Wm. Mcllvain,

Benjamin McDowell,
Alexander H. Kerr,

Thomas McKeen,
George Morris,

Robert C. Grier,

Matthew Newkirk,
J. W. Anderson,

H. R. Gamble,
John M. Sherrerd,

Joseph Patterson,

Frederick Nash.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

MINISTERS.

Ashbel Green, D.D.
J. H. Gray,

H. R. Weed, D.D.
Joseph McElroy, D.D.
George W, Musgrave,

John Matthews, D.D.
Robert Steel,

W. L. Breckinridge, D.D.
John J. White, vice Wm. Hadley,

deceased.

LAYMEN.

Wm. S. Boyd,
Henry Potter, Esq.

Alexander Symington,
Solomon Allen,

Gilbert T. Snowden,
Thomas Henderson,
Samuel Hepburn, Esq.
Col. W. Walter,

Grigsby E. Thomas.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

MINISTERS.

Robert Johnston,

William Jeffery,

C. C. Beatty, D.D.
Samuel McFarren,
Loyal Young,
Richard Lea,

H. G. Comingo.

RULING ELDERS.

Harmar Denny,
Alexander Semple,

Malcolm Leech, (for one year,)

Dr. Henry Hannen, vice R. C.

Grier, resigned.

Dr. Robert Wray, vice S.

Thompson, deceased.

PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

MINISTERS.

Ashbel Green, D.D.
J. M. Krebs, D.D.

J. J. Janeway, D.D.
H. A. Boardman,
Nicholas Murray, D.D.
J. C. Backus,

W. W. Phillips, D.D.

RULING ELDERS.

James Lenox,

Moses Allen,

James N. Dickson.
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BOARD OF MISSIONS.

MINISTERS. LAYMEN.

Ashbel Green, D.D. Francis Bailey,

A. Alexander, D.D. Moses Allen,

Gardiner Spring, D.D. Joseph Patterson,

W. W. Phillips, D.D. G. T. Snowden,
A. T. McGill, D.D. Alexander Symington,
Willis Lord, William S. Boyd.
W. D. Snodgrass, D.D.
John Johnston,

G. W. Musgrave,
Thomas Hoge.

The Assembly then unanimously Resolved, That they would not at this

meeting proceed to the election of Trustees of the General Assembly.
The unfinished business of the morning was then resumed, viz. the report

of the Judicial Committee on the appeals and complaints of Rev. Dr. Breck-

inridge and others, when the debate was continued the remainder of the

session.

The Assembly then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY Morning, May 23, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

A communication from a minister and session in the Presbytery of Erie

addressed to the Moderator was read by its title, and referred to the Commit-
tee of Bills and Overtures.

An overture from the Presbytery of East Alabama requesting the Assem-
bly to reconsider its decision on the quorum question, was read and ordered

to be filed among the papers of the clerk on the same subject.

The report of the Trustees of Princeton Theological Seminary, and also

the report of a special committee to raise funds for that institution, were read,

and referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. Dr. Maclean, J. C. Edwards,

and Andrew Y. Lockridge, and P. A. Walker and R. K. Boyd, ruling elders.

The minority of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the quorum
question and the question of the imposition of hands, presented their report,

which was read and placed on the Docket.

The Committee on the subject of chaplains in the United States' army and

navy offered their report, which was placed on the Docket.

The order of the [day which was to designate the place for holding the

next meeting of the Assembly was taken up, when it was
Resolved, That the next General Assembly shall hold its sessions in the

First Presbyterian Church in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio.

The report of the Board of Publication was then, in the absence of the

Corresponding Secretary, read by the Rev. Dr. Engles, and referred to a

committee of three, consisting of Drs. Elliott and Potts, and Rev. J. P.

McMullen.
Nominations were then made for filling the vacancies in the Board, from

which the following individuals were elected memjers, viz.
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MINISTERS. LAYMEN.
Ashbel Green, D.D. R. JafTray,

James Hoge, D.D. James Lenox,

Gardiner Spring, D.D. A. W. Mitchell, M.D.
David Elliott, D.D. J. B. Mitchell,

Win. M. Engles, D.D. Victor King,

J. M. Krcbs,""D.D. Thomas McKeen,
Jas. Culbertson, George Morris,

J. Y. Yeomans, D.D. Archibald Mclntyre,

J. T. Edgar, D.D. Archibald Robertson,

A. Tudehope, R. Soutter, Jr.

J. H. Jones, D.D. Micah Baldwin,

John Gray, H. H. Leavitt,

Robert Morrison, D.D. J. Johnston,

J. Henderson, in the pl.ice of

Winthrop Sargent who has removed out of the bounds of the Presbyterian

Church.

The unfinished business of yesterday was resumed, it being the report of

the Judicial Committee on the appeals and complaints of Rev. Dr. Breckin-

ridge and others—the question being on the motion to adopt. A division being

called for on the subject matter of the report between the right to appeal and

the right to complain, the Moderator decided that it was susceptible of a di-

vision, and that the questions might be put separately to the house.

An appeal was taken from the chair, in which the chair was not sustained.

The question then recurring on the motion to adopt the report of the Judi-

cial Committee, and the yeas and nays being called for, it was decided in the

affirmative as follows, viz.

Ayes^ Ministers—Brainerd, R. Smith, D. Stewart, J. Wood, J. R. John-

son, J. F. Clark, Teese, Edwards, Spring, Marshall, Ogden, Williamson, B.

H. Rice, Maclean, Van Rensselaer, J. Clark, Albert Williams, Foster, Hunt,

Cuyler, Boardman, Backus. McCachren, Murray, J. S. Woods, Waller,

Kirkpatrick, Gillett, M. Brown, Elliott, McAboy, Bushnell, Dickson, Mc-

Cay, Stockton, Scott, Ewing, A. O. Patterson, Hoge, W. D. Smith, Culbert-

son, Hervey, McCandlish, J. Matthews, Faris, Russell, Stone, Hollyday,

Crabb, Scovel, Thompson, Lattimore, Gurley, Wright, Bouton, Allen, Steb-

bins, Bennett, Cowles, Potts, D. E. Y. Rice, Hadden, N. L. Rice, McEl-

henney, Metcalf, Foote, S. B. Wilson, Bocock, Plumer, Pharr, S. J. P. An-

derson, Hines, Lockridge, McMullen, James Woods, Penland, Gibert, J.

Douglas, Ketchum, Petrie, J. S. Wilson, Phelps, Chase, J. H. Gray, D.

McNair, Daniel L. Gray, A. Williams, W. S. Rogers.

Elders—P. Boyd, Baldwin, Price, Cutter, Demun, Welling, Hughes, King,

Dunham, Shoemaker, W. S. Boyd, A. W. Mitchell, A. Stephens, Todd, R.

G. Young, J. Patterson, Barber, Cunningham, Duncan, Leech, Hannen,

Sample, Bowman, Slagle, Morrison, Rankin, Troup, Irwin, Bailey, Hanna,

Lyons, Anderson, J. P. Harrison, Andrew, McCullough, Taylor, J. M. Ray,

Jernegan, Smick, Gamble, Cayce, Rand, Patrick, Baker, Carter, J. A. Smith,

Murray, F. Johnston, Donnell, Martin, Mailler, Strong, Walker, Breford

—

142.

Nays, Ministers—Remington, D. X. Junkin, Spotswood, Timlow, S. Tay-
lor, D. D. McKee, Dobbins, W. W. Robertson, Yantis, Paxton, J. C. Young,

N. H. Hall, E. McNair, Allison, Campbell, Gildersleeve, Waddel, Emerson,

J. P. McMullen, C. L. K. Boyd, Marshall.

Elders—Magoffin, Crevling, Donaldson, Francis, B. Junkin, J. Brecken-

ridge, McCampbell, A. B. McKee, King, Mills, Siddall, Briscoe, Singleton

Wilson, McKenzie, Hopkins, Stonestreet, Beatty, J. H. McDowell, Oatman,
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J. S. Reid, Snowden, D. Stewart, Poellnitz, J. K. Douglass, P, R. Fleming

—

46.

The Report thus adopted is as follows, viz.

The Judicial Committee having had under consideration No. 1, The
appeal and complaint of the Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, D.D,, and others,

against a decision of the Synod of Philadelphia, on the quorum question

;

and No. 2, The appeal and complaint of the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, D.D.
and others, against a decision of the Synod of Philadelphia, on the question
of imposition of hands in ordination.

Report, that in their opinion the Form of Government and Discipline of the
Presbyterian Church do not authorize the appellants and complainants to

bring before the General Assembly, either an appeal or complaint in the cases
referred to.

While the members of the Committee feel constrained, by the Constitution
of the Church, to recommend that these papers be returned to the appellants,

they feel the less reluctance, as they are advised that there are other forms
in which the great principles involved will come before this house.

(Signed,) Samuel B. Wilson, Chairman.
It was made the order of the day for 3 o'clock this afternoon to consider

the Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the quorum question,

and on the question of the imposition of hands.

The Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the rule of the

Board of Education respecting Beneficiaries, was taken up and discussed for

the remainder of the session.

The Assembly then adjourned until this afternoon at 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

THURSDAY Afternoon, 3 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The order of the day was then taken up, viz. The Report of the Committee
of Bills and Overtures on the Quorum question, &c,, when it was first moved
to adopt the Report—then to postpone that motion, in order to take up the

report of the minority—and again, to lay on the table the motion to postpone,

which was decided in the affirmative. The question then came up on the

motion to adopt ; but before it was decided, the debate was arrested to give

place to a motion from the Committee of Bills and Overtures, making it the

order of the day for to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, for the delegates from the

Free Church of Scotland to address the Assembly upon the condition and
claims of that Church.

After which the Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY Morning, May 24, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented their Report, which
was placed on the docket. A letter prepared by that Committee to be ad-

dressed to the Synod of Australia, was adopted and ordered to be printed in

the Appendix.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported, that a number of memo-
rials have been put into their hands on the subject of Slavery, and recom-

mending that the subject be dismissed from their consideration

:
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Whereupon a minority of the Committed submitted a paper expressive of

their want of concurrence in the report ; and the Rev. Dr. Spring another

paper expressive of his views of the manner in which the subject should be

disposed of. And on motion, the whole subject, with all the papers in relation

to it, was laid upon the table. The yeas and nays being called for, were as

follows, viz.

Ayes—Ministers, J. R. Johnston, J. F. Clark, A. Williamson, B. II. Rice,

Albert Williams, Foster, Hunt, Boardman, Spotswood, McCachren, Murray,
J. S. Woods, McAboy, Dickson, Ewing, Hogc, Culbertson, Matthews, Tay-
lor, Allen, Stebbins, Potts, D. E. Y. Rice, Yantis, Paxton, Hadden, J. C.

Young, Hall, N. L. Rice, McElhenney, Metcalf, Foote, S. B. Wilson, Bocock,
Plumer, Pharr, Anderson, Hines, E. McNair, Lockridge, R. B. McMullen,
Woods, Allison, Penland, Campbell, Gibert, Douglas, Ketchum, Gildersleeve,

Petrie, J. S. Wilson, Phelps, Waddel, Emerson, J. P. McMullen, C. L. R.
Boyd, Marshall, Chase, J. H. Gray, D. McNair, D. L. Gray, Aaron Williams.

Elders—T. Price, Cutter, Demun, Welling, King, Dunham, Shoemaker,
M. S. Boyd, A. W. Mitchell, Todd, Patterson, Barber, Leech, Semple, Bow-
man, Rankin, Troup, Bailey, Lyons, Breckenridge, McCampbell, Wills, Bris-

coe, Smick, Gamble, Cayce, Singleton Wilson, McKenzie, Hopkins, Stone-

street, Read, Patrick, Baker, Carter, J. A. Smith, Murray, Johnston, Donnell,

Beatty, McDowell, Oatman, Martin, Mailler, Reid, Douglass, Snowden, D.
Stewart, Poellnitz, Fleming, Strong, Walker, Breford— 115.

Nays—Ministers, Brainerd, R. Smith, Daniel Stewart, J.Wood, Remington,
Teese, Edwards, Spring, Wm. Marshell, Ogden, Maclean, Van Rensselaer, D.
X. Junkin, James Clark, Cuyler, Timlow, Backus, Waller, Kirkpatrick, Gillett,

Brown, Elliott, Bushnell, McCay, Stockton, J. W. Scott, A. O. Patterson, W.
D. Smith, Hervey, McCandlish, Russell, Stone, Hollyday, Crabb, Thompson,
Lattimore, Gurley, Wright, Bouton, D. D. McKee, Bennett, Dobbins, Cowles,
W, W. Robertson, Rogers.

Elders—MagofRn, Boyd, Baldwin, Hughes, Crevling, A. Stephens, Don-
aldson, Robert G. Y^oung, John Cunningham, Barber, Hannen, Francis, B.
Junkin, Slagle, Morrison, Irwin, Cook, Hanna, J. Anderson, Andrew, Mc-
Cullough, Taylor, A. B. McKee, King, Ray, Jernegan—70.

J. K. Duncan, non liquet.

Mr. Wells, Bushnell, and two others, gave notice that they would protest

against this decision of the General Assembly.

The order of the day, which was to hear the delegation from the Free
Church of Scotland, was taken up ; when another delegate, the Rev. Wm.
Chalmers, was introduced to the Moderator, and through him to the Assembly.

Addresses were then delivered, by the Rev. Messrs. Lewis and Chalmers,
on the contest of the Free Church of Scotland for the rights of the people,

and of the office bearers in the House of God, and the sufferings which had
befallen them on that account.

When their interesting addresses were concluded, it was on motion.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Assembly be returned to the brethren of
the Scottish Delegation, and that the object of their xnission be referred to the

Rev. Messrs. Spring, Marshall and Young.
The Delegation also presented to the Assembly a fac simile of the Pro-

test, which was laid upon the Moderator's table, when they withdrew from
the establishment ; and also a fac simile of the act of separation and demis-

sion, with a number of copies of the Minutes of their first Assembly, which
were duly acknowledged.

The Charter of the Western Theological Seminary was presented to the

Assembly by Dr. Elliott ; and on motion, it was referred to a committee con-

sisting of Messrs. Gamble, Stonestreet, Jernegan and Elliott.
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The Assembly then adjourned 'until this afternoon, at half-past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

FRIDAY Afternoon, 31 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee on leave of absence reported that they had given leave to

the Rev. S. C. McConnell, Robert Purdy and William P. Boyd.
The Committee on Mileage reported, that there have been paid to the trea-

surer on account of the Commissioners' fund, the sum of $203 90, that there

have been twelve thousand eight hundred and fifty-four miles travelled by
the commissioners who claim mileage in coming to the present Assembly,
which at one cent five and three quarter mills per mile, will make $202 45,
leaving a balance of one dollar and forty-five cents ; and therefore recom-
mended that the Trustees of the General Assembly be directed to draw an
order on their treasurer for this amount, and that they be directed to pay the

same to the several persons named in their report, in the proportion therein

stated. Their report was accepted and adopted.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Cincinnati reported, re-

commending that they be approved, and their report was adopted.

The unfinished business of yesterday afternoon was taken up, it being the

report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the quorum question, &c.,
which was discussed for the remainder of the session.

The Assembly then adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

SATURDAY Morning, May 25, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures reported on Overture No, , it

being a petition from the church of Clarksville, of the Presbytery of Nash-
ville and Synod of West Tennessee, praying that they may be annexed to

the Presbytery of Muhlenbui'g, in the Synod of Kentucky, and other papers

in relation to this subject; recommending that the request of the church of
Clarkesville be not granted, and that that church retain their present con-

nexion. The report was adopted.

The Committee on the report of the Board of Publication offered their

report, which was placed on the Docket.

The Committee on leave of absence reported that they had given leave to

Charles E. Mills, Alex. Ewing, John Siddall, J. P. Harrison, A. P. Andrew,
J. L. Jarnegan, and to C. D. Shoemaker, after to-day.

The Rev. Thomas P. Hunt, of the Presbytery of Luzerne, stated to the

Assembly, that owing to peculiar circumstances he, as alternate, had taken

his seat as a member of this house ; and that he wished to resign it to the Rev.

John Dorrance, the principal named in the commission. And on motion, it was
Resolved, That in view of the peculiar circumstances of the case, which

were stated at large by Mr. Hunt, this request be granted, and that Mr. Dor-

rance's name be inserted on the roll in the place of Mr. Hunt's.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, it being the report of

the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the quorum question, &c., which

was discussed for the remainder of the session.

The Assembly adjourned until this afternoon at 4 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.
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SATURDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee to whom was referred the act of the Legislature of the State

of Pennsylvania incorporating the Trustees of the Western Theological Se-

minary, reported that the eleventh section of the proposed charter reserves to

the Legislature the right at any time hereafter to construe, alter, amend or

repeal all or any of the provisions of that act, and makes no provision for

any disposition of the corporate property upon such repeal of the charter.

The Committee regard this reservation of the right to alter or repeal the

charter, when unaccompanied with any provision for the transfer of the title

to the corporate property, as possibly endangering the security of the proper-

ty and funds designed for the support of the Seminary. They therefore

recommend the adoption of the following resolution, viz.

Resolved, That the General Assembly respectfully decline for the present

to accept the act of incorporation of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, entitled,

"An act to incorporate the Trustees of the Western Theological Seminary
of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of America, at the city of

Allegheny, in the State of Pennsylvania," and that the said act be referred

to the Board of Directors, to procure, if practicable, a repeal of said eleventh

section of said act.

The report was accepted and adopted.

The Committee on Finance presented their report, which was read and
adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix.

The unfinished business of the morning was taken up, it being the report

of the Committee of Bills and Overtures on the quorum question, &c., which
was discussed for the remainder of the session.

The Assembly then adjourned until Monday morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY Morning, May 27, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

On motion, it was unanimously
Resolved, That the thanks of the Assembly be returned to the Rev. Henry

A. Boardman, for his sermon on the " Intolerance of the Church of Rome,"
and that he be requested to furnish a copy of it to the Board of Publication.

Resolved, That the Rev. N. L. Rice be appointed to preach during the

meeting of the next General Assembly, on the doctrine of " Justification as

denied and perverted by the Church of Rome," and that the Rev. Dr. John

N. Campbell, of Albany, N. Y., be his alternate.

The Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures, on Overture No. 13,

it being in relation to the boundary line between the Synods of Cincinnati

and Indiana, was taken up, when so much of it was adopted as makes the

boundary line between the states of Ohio and Indiana the boundary line

between the two Synods.

The further consideration of the Report was then deferred, in order to take

up the unfinished business of Saturday, viz. the Report of the Committee of

Bills and Overtures on the quorum question, &c. The discussion was con-

tinued and closed. A division of the question being called for, and the yeas

and nays ordered, the first resolution of the report which relates to the impo-

sition of the hands of Elders in the ordination of a minister, was adopted,

and is as follows, viz.

32
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1, Resolved, That in the opinion of this Assembly, the last Assembly in de-

termining that Ruling Elders are not authorized by the form of government
to imyjose hands in the ordination of ministers, did not depreciate the office of
Ruling Elder, nor did they in any respect contravene the letter or the spirit

of the constitution, or the principles and practice of Presbyterian Churches in

Europe or Amei'ica since the Reformation ; but in conformity with both the

principles and practice of our own and other Presbyterian Churches, they did

decide that as the rite of ordination is simply a declaratory ministerial act,

the laying on of hands as a part thereof belongs properly to ordained Ministers,

while to Ruling Elders is left unimpaired and unquestioned the full and rightful

power of ordering the work of ordination, and of judging in the discipline of
ministers in common with those Presbyters who labour in word and doctrine

as in all other cases.

Ayes, Ministers—Brainerd, R. Smith, Stewart, J. Wood, Remington, John-

son, J. F. Clark, Teese, Edwards, Wm. Marshall, Ogden, Williamson, B. H.
Rice, Maclean, Van Rensselaer, D. X. Junkin, James Clark, Albert Williams,

Foster, Dorrance, Cuyler, Boardman, Spottswood, Timlow, Backus, McCach-
ren, Murray, J. S. Woods, Waller, Kirkpatrick, Gillett, Brown, Elliott, Mc-
Aboy, Bushnell, Dickson, McCay, Stockton, Scott, Patterson, Hoge, W. D.
Smith, Culbertson, Hervey, McCandlish, Matthews, Paris, Russell, Stone,

Hollyday, Crabb, Scovel, C. K. Thompson, Lattimore, Gurley, Bouton, Allen,

D. D. McKee, Stebbins, Bennett, Cowles, Potts, D. E. Y. Rice, Yantis, Had-
den, N. L. Rice, McElhenney, Metcalf, Foote, S, B. Wilson, Bocock, Plumer,

Pharr, Anderson, Hines, Lockridge, R. B. McMuUen, James Woods, Allison,

Penland, J. Douglass, Ketchum, Gildersleeve, Petrie, J. S. Wilson, Phelps,

Waddel, Boyd, Chase, J. H. Gray, D. McNair, D. L. Gray, Aaron Williams,

Rogers.

Elders—Magoffin, P. Boyd, Baldwin, Price, Cutter, Demuu, Welling,

Hughes, Crevling, King, Dunham, Shoemaker, W. S. Boyd, Mitchell, Ste-

phens, Donaldson, Todd, Young, Patterson, Cunningham, Duncan, Leech,

Hannen, Sample, Francis, Bowman, B. Junkin, Slagle, Morrison, Rankin,

Troup, Irwin, Bailey,5Cook, Hanna, Lyons, Breckenridge, Anderson, McCul-
lough, Taylor, Wills, Ray, Jernegan, Cayce, McKenzie, Rand, Patrick, Baker,

Carter, J. A. Smith, Murray, Johnston, Donnell, J. H. McDowell, Oatman,
Martin, Mailler, David Stewart, Walker, Breford—154.

Nays, Ministers—Taylor, Dobbins, W. W. Robertson, Paxton, Young,

Hall, E. McNair, Campbell, Gibert, Emerson, J. P. McMuUen, S. V. Mar-

shall.

Elders—McCampbell, A. B. McKee, Victor King, Briscoe, S. Wilson,

Hopkins, Stonestreet, Beatty, J. S. Reid, Douglas, Snowden, Poellnitz, Flem-

ing—25.

The second resolution, which relates to the quorum of a Presbytery, was

adopted, and is as follows, viz.

2. Resolved, That the last Assembly, in determining that three ministers

are a quorum of the Presbytery when no Ruling Elders are present, did not

detract in any degree from the dignity and importance of this office, nor did

they question the perfect right or duty of Elders to be present and take part

in all acts of government and discipline ; but only declared that according to

the true intent and meaning of our constitutional rules, their absence does not

prevent the Presbytery from constituting and transacting business, if three

ministers are present ; and this decision is based upon the fact that ministers

are not only preachers of the Gospel and administrators of sealing ordinances,

but also ruling elders in the very nature of their office.

Ayes, Ministers—Brainerd, R. Smith, D. Stewart, Jeremiah Wood, Rem-
ington, J. R. Johnson, J. F. Clark, Teese, Edwards, Wm. Marshall, Ogden,
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Williamson, B, H. Rice, Maclean, Van Rensselaer, James Clark, Albert Wil-

liams, Foster, Dorrance, Cuylcr, Boardman, Backus, McCachren, Murray,
J. S, Woods, Waller, Kirkpatrick, Giliett, Brown, KUiott, McAboy, Bushnell,

Dickson, McCay, Stockton, Scott, Patterson, Hogc, W. D. Smith, Culbcrtson,

Hervey, McCandlisli, Matthews, Paris, Russell, Stone, Hollyday, Cralb,

Scovel, Gurley, C K, Thompson, Bouton, Allen, D. D. McKee, Stebbins,

Cowles, Potts, "D. E. Y. Rice, Iladden, N. L.Rice, McEIhenney, Metcalf,

Foote, S. B. Wilson, Bocock, Plumer, Pharr, Anderson, Lockridge, R. B.

McMullen, James Woods, Allison, Penland, Ketchum, Gildersleeve, Petrie,

J. S. Wilson, Phelps, Waddel, S. V. Marshall, Chase, J. H. Gray, D. McNair,

D. L. Gray, Aaron Williams, Rogers.

Elders—Magoffin, P. Boyd, Rice, Cutter, Demun, Welling, Hughes, King,

Dunham, Shoemaker, W. S. Boyd, Mitchell, Stephens, Todd, R, S. Young,
Cunningham, Duncan, Leech, Hannen, Sample, Bowman, Slagle, Morrison,

Rankin, Troup, Irwin, Bailey, Cook, Hanna, Lyons, Anderson, McCullough,

Taylor, Ray, Jernegan, Cayce, Rand, Patrick, Baker, Carter, J. A. Smith,

Murray, Johnston, Donnell, Martin, Mailler, Walker, Breford— 134.

Nays, Ministers—D. X. Junkin, Spottswood, Timlow, Lattimore, Taylor,

Bennett, Dobbins, Robertson, Yantis, Paxton, Young, Hall, Hines, E. McNair,
Campbell, Gibert, J. Douglass, Emerson, J. P. McMullen, C. L. R. Boyd.

Elders—Baldwin, Crevling, Donaldson, Patterson, Francis, B. Junkin,

Breckenridge, McCampbell,?A. B. McKee, Victor King, Wills, Briscoe, S.

Wilson, McKenzie, Hopkins, Stonestreet, Beatty, McDowell, Oatman, Reid,

Douglas, Snowden, David Stewart, Poellnitz, Fleming—45.

The third resolution was decided in the affirmative without a count, and

is as follows

:

3. Resolved, That this Assembly, in re-affirming these decisions of the last

Assembly which have been called in question, design to maintain the purity,

order, and peace of the Church, and the continued and faithful observance of

those principles and regulations which have heretofore been found to consist

with true Christian liberty, and secure the common welfare of all classes in

the Church. Also, they re-affirm and maintain the scriptural authority of

the office of Ruling Elder, and the great importance and solemn obligation of

the attendance of Elders on the meetings of the judicatories of the Church,

and of their equal participation in the exercise of government and discipline.

A fourth resolution was then offered, to be appended to the Report of

the Committee of Bills and Overtures, which was laid on the table.

The Assembly then adjourned until this afternoon, at 4 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

MONDAY Afternoon, 4 o'clock.

The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read, amended and approved.

The Committee on the Records of the Synod of Kentucky presented their

report, recommending their approval to page 38, with the exception of two
minutes on pages 25 and 30, in which the Synod express views different from
those held by this Assembly on the questions of a quorum of Presbytery and
on the right of Ruling Elders to impose hands in the ordination of Ministers,

to which decisions the Assembly would refer the Synod.
Mr. Bushnell and others ofiered a protest according to notice given, against

the decision of the Assembly in laying the whole subject of slavery, and all

the papers in relation to it, on the table—which was referred to Messrs. Plu-

mer, B. H. Rice, and S. V. Marshall.

The house having been informed that Dr. Spring, chairman of the Com-
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mittee on the subject of the Free Church of Scotland had returned home, on
motion, Messrs. Chase, Penland and Hall were added to that committee.

The unfinished business in relation to Church Extension was then taken up,

and the remainder of the resolutions were amended and adopted. The ques-

tion then coming up on adopting it as a whole, it was discussed for the re-

mainder of the session.

The Assembly then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY Morning, May 28, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they bad given leave to

Gardiner Spring, D.D., Aaron Williams, R. H. Breford, E. W. Wright, A.
C. Allen, James Smick, Daniel Wills and Charles A. Poellnitz, and their re-

port was accepted.

On motion, it was made the order of the day for to-morrow evening at eight

o'clock to hear the Rev. Mr. Pinney on the subject of his agency for the

Pennsylvania Colonization Society.

The Committee on Bills and Overtures reported on Overture No. 16, it

being in relation to the legacy left to the Presbyterian Church by the late Wm.
Brown of Green Count)'^, Tennessee; and on motion, the Overture with the

letter inclosing it was referred to the Board of Trustees of the General As-

sembly, with full power to act in the premises as they may judge expedient.

The same Committee reported Overture No. 17, it being on uniformity in

Church music, which, on motion, was placed on the Docket.

On motion, the report of the Judicial Committee in the case of Abby Han-
na, was taken up, when the Moderator announced that the body was about to

pass to the consideration of the business assigned for trial, and enjoined on the

members to recollect and regard their high character as judges of a court of

Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which they were about to act.

Mr. Patterson was appointed to manage the case for Mrs. Hanna.
The papers were read in the order prescribed by the committee. And after

the original parties and the courts below were fully heard, the roll was called,

to give each member of the Assembly the opportunity of expressing his

views on the case, when on motion it was
Resolved, That the decision of the courts below in the case of Abby

Hanna vs. the Synod of Wheeling, be affirmed, and that the appeal be, and

it is hereby dismissed.

The unfinished business of yesterday, it being the report of the Committee

on Church Extension, was taken up, the question being on the motion to

adopt it as a whole. A reference of the subject was then moved to the next

General Assembly ; but before the question was taken

The Assembly adjourned until this afternoon at half past 3 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

TUESDAY Afternoon, half past 3 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee on Leave of Absence reported that they had given leave

to Messrs. Jernegan, Penland, McCachren, Gamble, Magofhn, Mailler, W. W.
Robertson, Campbell, Yantis, J. Patterson, J. A. Murray, J. K. Douglass,

Bocock, Dunham, James Wood, Emerson, and Timlow.
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The report of the committee appointed by the Assembly of 1843, respect-

ing the marriage question, was submitted and read; and on motion it was fur

the present laid on the table in order to take up the unfiniahed business of
the morning, it being the report of the Committee on Church Extension,

the question being on referring it to the next General Assembly.
After discussion, the previous question having been called for and sustain-

ed, the main question came up on the motion to adopt the report, which was
decided in the affirmative; it is as follows, viz.

" The Committee to whom was referi'ed by the General Assembly of 1843,
the Overture respecting the erection of churches in feeble congregations, by
the aid of their brethren who may be able and willing to contribute for this

purpose, have considered the subject with attention, and present the following

Report as the result of their deliberations.

The maintenance of evangelical truth and practical piety is the primary
duty of the Church of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and next to this

and inseparably connected with it, is the great work of extending this divine

religion, until it shall fill the whole earth. For this purpose it is necessary

to plant churchc!S wherever they do not exist, and thus to secure the adminis-

tration of the word and ordinances of Jesus Christ.

In fulfilling this part of her duty, the Presbyterian Church in this land has

acted rightly in sending forth the ministers of the gospel to preach, to gather

and organize churches, and to nourish them with spiritual food, that they

may grow up to maturity and abound in the works of faith and the labours

of love. This, indeed, is indispensably necessary, and ought to engage the

first and chief efforts of the Church; yet it is certain that, in a subordinate,

but very important sense, the ei'ection of suitable houses for divine worship
is necessary. The former has been accomplished to some extent, by our
portion of the Church catholic in her associated capacity; the latter has been
generally left to the unaided efforts of congregations when gathered, however
weak they may be. That each society should, if able, erect its own house
of worship, is altogether proper, even as it is right that the minister should

be supported by those to whom he ministers, and it should never be regarded
as a burden by any, although effort and self-denial should be required in

order to effect either object. But as it has been determined that the united

ability of the Church ought to be employed in sending the minister to preach
the gospel to the destitute, and in aiding weak congregations in sustaining their

pastor; is it not equally proper to aid those who need help in building suit-

able houses for public worship. We think that this is proper for several

reasons.

1. A church of adequate size and respectable appearance is of great im-

portance to every congregation. The want of such accommodation produces
indifference and discouragement in those who are connected with the congre-

gations, and has a repulsive influence on others.

2. There are many places in which the members and friends of the Pres-

byterian Church are too few and poor to build such houses as would accom-
modate themselves and that portion of the people in the vicinity, who might

be induced to attend on the ordinances of the Gospel, but as yet are disposed

to give little or no pecuniary aid. In these circumstances our feeble churches

are discouraged, and do not attempt to build a house, or to build one which
is insufficient and unattractive, or they become involved in debt which they

are unable to discharge. Several hundred instances of one or other of these

cases may be found. How important would assistance be to a congregation

in such circumstances.

3. Many unsuitable churches are erected and much money is wasted, it is

confidently believed, for want of necessary information. If well digested

32*
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plans and estimates could be procured at once, with little or no expense, pro-

portionate to the number of members of the congregation and other circum-
stances, and accompanied by advice respecting the construction and arrange-

ment and finishing of the building, both externally and internally, it would
be an advantage, equal in very many cases to a considerable pecuniary aid.

We may next inquire whether the members of our Church would probably

be wiHing to add this to their other schemes for the promotion of the cause
of the Redeemer. This inquiry we may safely answer in the affirmative.

Although we as a Church, fail greatly to contribute as we ought, of that

worldly substance which the Lord has entrusted to us, for religious purposes,

yet we may on good grounds believe that not a few of our people would glad-

ly throw their benevolent offerings into this channel of beneficence, if a well

arranged plan were presented to them. They are now frequently and
urgently solicited to give for church building, or for the payment of debt

already contracted in cases of which they know little or nothing, and can
have no assurance that their donations will be well applied. Considerable

sums are collected in this way, every year; and it may be reasonably con-

cluded that much more would be willingly given, on some well digested sys-

tem of operation.

And in what way may the collection and application of money for this

purpose, be most easily and safely carried into effect ?

The General Assembly has adopted, with the general approbation of the

Church, the policy of a special Board for each particular object that is de-

signed, and this may be done in the present instance ; or if not now, yet at a
future time, if it shall appear to be expedient. But at this time it may be

sufficient to commit the management of this work to the Board of Missions

;

thus all needed information will be collected, and in the light of experience a
future Assembly will mature a different plan of operation, if it shall appear

that a change is expedient. For referring this business to the Board of Mis-

sions, the following reasons may be deemed sufficient

:

1. It is in its nature intimately connected with the domestic missionary

work.

2. In its present stage, it can be transacted by them with less time and
expense than by a separate organization.

3. The Board already possesses, or can readily procure such information

as may be needed.

The Committee therefore recommend to the consideration of the General

Assembly, the following plan:

I. It is expedient and highly important to promote the extension of the

Presbyterian Church in this nation, by aiding systematically in the erection

of churches wherever they are needed.

IL The direction and oversight of this work shall be committed, until other-

wise ordered, to the Board of Missions, who shall, in the management of it,

be subject in all respects to the directions of the General Assembly, and shall

annually report to the Assembly their execution of this trust.

III. The Board shall annually appoint a Committee on Church Extension,

consisting of five persons, who shall have charge of appropriating the monies

which may be received for this purpose, and of procuring and furnishing at

cost or gratuitously, plans and estimates for churches in answer to applica-

tions which may be made to them.

IV. The Board shall also make regulations for the government of the Com-
mittee in receiving applications for aid, raising funds, and making appropria-

tions of money, shall examine the proceedings of the Committee, and shall

appoint such officers or agents as the General Assembly shall direct.

V. It is distinctly recommended to all our congregations to make a coUec-
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tion for this purpose once in each year, and transmit the amount directly, or

through tiieir Presbyteries respectively, to the Treasurer of the Board of

Missions.

VI. It is recommended to all the Presbyteries to take such order on this

subject as they may deem best, and that they appoint a Committee on Church
Extension at each autumnal meeting of the Presbytery, and applications for

aid in building shall be received and acted on by the Board through this

Committee, and with their explicit I'ccommendation.

On that part of the Overture referred to them, which proposes that licen-

tiates shall be required to serve as missionaries for some definite time, the

Committee respectfully say that in their opinion, however desirable and pro-

fitable such service might be, such a rule would interfere with the rights of

licentiates and of Presbyteries, in a manner which is not consistent with the

constitution of the Church, or with the powers and duties of the Board of

Missions, and therefore ought not to be adopted.

In behalf of the Committee,

Jajies Hoge, Chairman."

The following additional resolution was also proposed by Dr. Hoge, and
adopted, viz.

Resolved, That while it will be proper that the Board of Missions receive

and appropriate, during the present year, any moneys which may be contri-

buted for Church Extension, they are requested specially to collect all the in-

formation they may be able to obtain, and report fully on the whole subject

to the next General Assembly, with a view to further maturing and perfecting

the plan of operation.

The Committee on the Narrative offered their report, which was accepted

and adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Appendix.

The Assembly then adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.

WEDNESDAY Morning, May 29, 9 o'clock.

The Assembly met and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

A protest against the decision of the Assembly on the question of impo-

sition of hands was presented, read, and referred to a committee consisting

of Dr. Hoge, Dr. Maclean and the Rev. Mr. Gurley.

Another protest against the decision of the Assembly in their refusing to

hear and issue the appeals and complaints of the Rev. Dr. Breckinridge and
others against the Synod of Philadelphia, was presented and read, and refer-

red to a committee consisting of Dr. Elliott, N. L. Rice and Isaac W. Wad-
del.

A still further protest against the decision of the Assembly on the quorum
question was presented, read, and referred to the committee appointed to

report on the protest relating to the imposition of hands.

The unfinished business was then taken up, it being the resolution reported

by the Committee of Bills and Overtures in relation to the pledge exacted of

beneficiaries by the Board of Education, requiring them to pursue a three

years' course of study.

And on motion a substitute was offered, which after discussion was adopt-

ed, and is as follows, viz.

Resolved, That the General Assembly are deeply impressed with the im-

portance of a thorough course of theological study, and would earnestly
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recommend to their Presbyteries to elevate the standard of education, and
that the rule of the Board of Education does not conflict with the constitution

when it prescribes the term of study, inasmuch as the constitution makes two
years the shortest time allowed to complete the course of theological study,

but does not prescribe the maximum.
On motion, Resohed, That Messrs. J. W. Alexander, S. B. Wilson, Hoge,

Young, Boardman and Monfort, be a committee to consider the expediency

of establishing Presbyterian Parochial Schools, and to report on the whole
subject at the next meeting of the General Assembly.
The Committee to whom was referred the protest of W. Bushnell and

others in relation to the action of the Assembly on certain petitions respect-

ing the abolition of slavery, reported, recommending the adoption of the fol-

lowing minute.

The General Assembly recognizing the right of inferior judicatories, and
private members, upon their own responsibility, to memorialize this body
on any subject which they may regard as connected with the interests of the

Church, and finding no fault with the language of the protest, admit it to

record without further notice.

The report was accepted and adopted.

The protest is as follows, viz.

" The undersigned, members of the General Assembly, feel constrained to

enter their solemn protest against the action of the Assembly, by which the

reports of a majority and minority of the Committee of Bills and Overtures

on the subject of slavery, to whom various memorials on that subject had

been committed, were laid on the table, and the whole subject dismissed from

the further consideration of this body, for the following reasons, viz.

1. Because this action virtually denies and destroys the right of petition,

which we regard as an inalienable sacred right.

2. Because the character and number of the memorialists entitle them to

a more respectful consideration by this Assembly : one memorial being from

a Presbytery in our connexion, and nineteen others from various places,

signed by eight ministers, about fifty elders, and about one thousand private

members, in full communion in our denomination.

3. Because the subject matter of the memorials, viz. slavery, is not only a

political, but also a great moral question, which is extensively agitated at

the present day, in which both the Church and the world are beginning to

take a deep and still deeper interest, and in regard to which many of the peo-

ple in our communion anxiously desire to understand their duty. And
4. Because this action of the Assembly is clearly inconsistent with the

testimony of the General Assembly of 1818 on this subject, which has never

been repealed, as the memorialists are doing nothing more than they are

exhorted in that testimony to do. That Assembly declared slavery to be
' a gross violation of the most precious and sacred rights of human nature,

utterly inconsistent with the law of God, and totally irreconcilable with the

spirit and principles of the gospel of Christ;' and also declared it to be
* manifestly the duty of all Christians to use their honest, earnest, and un-

wearied endeavoiirs to efface this blot on our holy religion, and to obtain the

complete abolition of slavery throughout Christendom, and if possible through-

out the world.'
" Signed,

MINISTERS. ELDERS.

Wells Bushnell, John Hannen,
J. M. Stone, Wm. M. Francis.

Wm. McCandlish,

Robert B. Dobbins,

W. S. Rogers.
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The unfinished business was taken up, it being the Report of the Com-
mittee of Bills and Overtures on Overture No. 4, in relation to the boundary
line between the Synods of Cincinnati, Indiana and Northern Indiana, when
it was

Resolved, That the boundary hne between the Synods of Indiana and
Cincinnati remain unchanged.

The Committee on the report of the Board of Publication reported, recom-

mending the adoption of the following resolutions, viz.

1. That the re|)ort of the Board be approved and be circulated.

2. That the Assembly approve of the judgment and fidelity with which the

Board has fulfilled its trust during the past year.

3. That the Board be authorized and requested to present a set of their

publications to each of the Theological Seminaries under the care of this

Assembly or any of its Synods.

In reference to the will of the late Mr. Brand, the committee recommend:
1. That the Board be directed, if it be found expedient, to transfer the right

they have, under the will of the late Benjamin Brand, of Richmond, Va., to

the Board of Trustees of the General Assembly.

2. That the Trustees of the General Assembly be authorized and directed

to adopt all such measures for the recovery of the property devised to the

Rev. William S. Plumer, D.D., in trust for the Board of Publication, as the

Board shall be advised by counsel to be necessary or expedient for the more
convenient prosecution of the claim.

3. In regard to the publication of the entire Minutes of the General Assem-
bly, the Presbyteries are hereby requested to take measures for so increasing

the subscription to this important work, that the Board may be enabled to

publish it at an early day.

4. That it be recommended to the Board to establish depositories of their

publications at such important points as they may deem proper, provided

such depositories can be sustained without expense to the Board.

This report was adopted.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was, on motion,

taken up, when the following resolutions were adopted:

1. Resolved, That the delegates appointed to represent the Presbyterian

Church in the German Reformed and Dutch Reformed Churches, be autho-

rized to take a seat in the proposed convention to meet at Harrisburg, if they

shall be so invited.

2. Resolved, That our Stated Clerk be directed to transmit duplicate copies

of the Minutes of the Assembly from 1839 to 1844 inclusive, to the Presby-

terian Synod in Australia.

3. Resolved, That a copy of the volume of Minutes of the original Presby-

tery and Synods of our Church, published by the Board of Publication, be

presented to the Synods respectively of the German Reformed and Reformed
Dutch Churches.

The report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures, on Overture No. 12, it

being an inquiry submitted to them, whether licentiates of our Church can

solemnize marriages where they are authorized to do so by the laws of the

States, was taken up, when it was
Resolved, That while our form of government does not recognize licen-

tiates as ministers of the gospel, yet this Assembly do not consider them as

violating any rules of the Church by solemnizing marriages in those Stales

where the civil laws expressly authorize them to do it.

The report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures with respect to chap-

laincies was taken up; and, on motion, it was indefinitely postponed.

The Assembly then adjourned until this afternoon, at 3.1 o'clock.

Concluded with prayer.
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THURSDAY Afternoon, 3| o'clock.
The Assembly met, and was opened with prayer.

The minutes were read and approved.

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Trustees of the
Theological Seminary at Princeton reported, and their report was adopted,
and is as follows:

The Committee to whom were referred the nineteenth annual report of the

Trustees of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and the report of the

special committee appointed to raise the sum of 84766 20, to supply the

deficiency in the funds necessary for the payment of the salaries of the pro-

fessors, &c., respectfully recommend that both reports be approved, and that

they be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.

From the report of the special committee it appears that their receipts did

not reach the amount proposed to be raised, by the sum of 8400 54, and that

the deficiency for the ensuing year will be nearly as great as for the present

year.

Your Committee would therefore recommend that the special committee,

consisting of the Rev. Dr. John McDowell, Rev. H. A. Boardman, Rev. Dr. J.

H. Jones, and Messrs. Matthew Newkirk and James N. Dickson, be contin-

ued, with power to adopt such measures as they may deem best to make good
both the existing and the anticipated deficiencies in funds necessary for the

payment of the salaries of professors, and for the payment of five per cent,

on the scholarships' and students' fund, and permanent missionary fund.

Your Committee further recommend, that warrants issue in favour of the

several professors to the amount of their salaries, as they shall become due.

The Committee to whom the subject of the Free Chux'ch of Scotland was
referred, presented their report, which was accepted and adopted, and is as

follows, viz.

" The General Assembly has heard with the warmest interest the eloquent

addresses of the Rev. brethren Lewis and Chalmers, relative to the recent

movements of the Free Church of Scotland, with a view to preserve her

spiritual purity and independence.

By the sacrifices she has already made in her relinquishment of every

temporal advantage conferred upon her by the civil power, and by her noble

resolution, in reliance on the divine grace and providence, to encounter all the

difficulties which may impede her in the prosecution of the work to which

God has called her, the Free Church of Scotland has borne a most noble

testimony in favour of her devotion to all that is sacred in the rights of con-

science, and precious in the principles and privileges of the gospel ; of her

deep conviction of the superior importance of the approbation of her Lord and

Master over the favour of earthly princes and nobles, and of the treasures of

his grace to the treasures of the world.

By this truly manly and Christian course, this church has acquired a just

and strong claim upon the admiration and sympathy of all evangelical Chris-

tians, and has set before the world a noble example of integrity and self-denial.

The conduct of our fathers and brethren, as well as of the people under their

care, recalls forcibly to our recollection the glorious struggles of the Church

of Scotland in days gone by, when she stood for years against the fierce and

persevering assaults of a bigoted hierarchy and tyrannical monarchy, taking

joyfully the spoiling of her goods, and resisting even unto blood, that she

might transmit to posterity unimpaired the spiritual liberty wherewith Christ

had made her free.

While we rejoice to recognize in her present struggles, the same principles

and the same spirit which animated our Presbyterian forefathers in Scotland,
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and made the history of their persecutions and endurance so interesting and
glorious, we cannot refrain from expressing our gratitude to Almighty God,
both that the present sons of the Church of Scotland show themselves worthy
of their pious and honoured ancestors, and that, by the blessing of God, the

principles of civil and religious liberty have been so far established, as to pre-

vent ungodly men inflicting on those who now contend for spiritual freedom,

the same extremities of sufferings which were endured by its defenders in

former days. Therefore,

Resolved, 1. That this General Assembly express, in behalf of the Pres-

byterian Church in the United States, her deep sympathy with our brethren

of the Free Church of Scotland, in the sacrifices they have been called to

make, and the trials they have yet to endure, in defence of their spiritual

liberties.

Resolved, 2. That we hail the present movement of the Free Church of

Scotland as an evident token from God of good to his people every where,

and we would render to Him, as the giver of all grace, our sincere thanks

and praises for the spirit of boldness, self-sacrifice and devotion to his holy

cause, manifested by our brethren during their recent struggle and present

difficulties.

Resolved, 3. That we cordially recommend the Free Church of Scotland

in all her interests and trials, to the sympathies and prayers of all the

churches under our care.

Resolved, 4. That we recommend to all those ministers, elders and churches

under our care, who have not yet assisted these suffering brethren, to solicit

contributions in behalf of the Free Church of Scotland."

Resolved, 5. That this Assembly propose to the General Assembly of the

Free Church of Scotland to open a friendly correspondence by the mutual
interchange of commissioners to attend each other's sessions, at such times as

may be deemed most suitable.

Resolved, 6. That the thanks of this Assembly be tendered to brethren

Lewis and Chalmers for the deeply interesting intelligence communicated to

us by them in relation to the affairs of the Free Church of Scotland."

The Committee on leave of absence reported that thev have given leave to

Messrs. Slagle, W. Taylor, R. S. Boyd, J. K. Duncan, J. H. Gray, D. L.
Gray, C. Dickson, N. Bowman, D. McNair, W. W. McKenzie, J. G. Brain-

erd, John Anderson, M. Russell, W. C. Hollyday, D. McCay, W. Waddel,
J. S. Wilson, Daniel Stewart, and T. Price.

The Report of the Committee on Raising Funds, and a memorial and reso-

lution on the same subject, were referred to the committee, who prepared the

report, to be submitted to the next General Assembly, and that meanwhile the

editors of religious papers are requested to publish it in their respective papers.

An appropriation of four thousand five hundred dollars was made for the

Western Theological Seminary, agreeably to the request made in the report

of that institution.

The chairman of the Committee on raising funds having respectfully de-

clined acting on the committee, as he did not expect being at the next Assem-
bly, and as he had given the subject all the attention in his power, his re-

quest to be excused was granted, and the Rev. Dr. Plumer was appointed
chairman of that committee.

The report on the marriage question was taken up, when it was agreed to

print it in the Appendix to the Minutes, and refer it to the next General As-
sembly.

The following dissent was here entered upon the Minutes:
" The undersigned ask leave to dissent from the vote of this Assembly de-
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daring that the pledge required by the Board of Education from their bene-

ficiaries does not conflict with the constitution, Because we do believe that

said pledge does encroach upon the rights of Presbyteries.

John Allison,
Peter H, Martin,
Abraham Williamson."

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this General Assembly be presented

to the Pastor, Elders, and Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church, and
also to the several Pastors and Congregations of other churches for the use

of their pulpits, and to the citizens of Louisville generally, for their hospi-

tality to the members of this body during their session.

Resolved, That the Stated Clerk be direct edto pay the bills for the inci-

dental expenses of the Assembly, and to draw upon the Board of Trustees
for the amount thereof, out of the contingent fund.

The committee to whom the protest against the decision of the Assembly
in the case of the appeals and complaints of the Rev. Dr. Breckinridge and
others, reported recommending that the protest be admitted to record, with

the answer. This report was adopted.

The protest and answer are as follows

:

PROTEST.

The report of the Judicial Committee, adopted by the Assembly, alleged

that the complaints against the Synod of Philadelphia were not permitted by
the constitution of our Church—but it failed to specify in what respects the

constitution of the Church was opposed to these complaints. The only reason

presented in the report of the committee, viz. that the points involved were to

come up in another form, could scarcely have been considered as a valid ar-

gument even by those who presented it. For if the constitution allowed the

complaints, then the denial of a hearing on such a ground as this, would

have been a gross evasion of the rights of the complainants; and if, on the

other hand, the constitution did not allow such complaints, then the statement

that the points involved would come up in another form, was entirely super-

fluous as a ground of argument.

I. The protestants, being thus left to infer the reasons of the alleged un-

constitutionality of these complaints from the course of the debate, instead of

finding them on record, as might be expected, in the formal report of the

committee, are constrained by a sense of what is due to truth, to the import-

ance of the occasion, and to themselves, to state the leading reasons, with

brief replies, thus showing in a negative form the clearness and importance

of rights denied by the Assembly.

1. It is alleged that complaints cannot lie except in strictly judicial cases.

We reply, that this is contrary, as we believe, to the express language of our

constitution—that it is certainly undeniable that the large majority of cases of

complaints tried by the higher judicatories of the Church are, and always

have been other than strictly judicial cases, and that no complaint has ever

been thrown out of our Church courts on the ground here assumed.

2. It is asserted that where no personal wrong is done, or personal injury

sustained, no one has a right to complain. We answer that this is contrary

to the plain letter of our law, which says, (chapter 7, section 4, part 3, of

Book of Discipline,) that complaints are intended for cases in which " the

judgment in question may do no wrong to any individual." That this is

contrary, too, to the whole reason and policy of that law, as well as to the

whole course of proceedings in past time.
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3. It is contended that the action of the Synod in those cases was purely-

negative—that nothing was decided, and therefore there could be no com-

plaint. We reply, first, that there is an error of fact in this statement, for

the form of the vote shows, and the Synod itself positively declares, that it

did decide a most important principle; and secondly, there is an error of

reasoning, for a decision in the negative is as really a decision as one in the

affirmative, and may, therefore, according to our book, which subjects "every

kind of decision" to review, be carried up by complaint before a higher judi-

catory. (Book of Discipline, ch. 7, sec. 2.)

4. It is argued that the questions in the Synod being in the form of over-

ture, and the adopting or refusing to adopt an overture resting on the dis-

cretion of the Synod, the refusal of the Synod to adopt did not afford ground

of complaint. We answer, that every inferior court is responsible to the

courts above it for the proper exercise of its discretion, and therefore they

may be complained of as regards its exercise ; and whether the Synod of

Philadelphia did exercise its discretion soundly or not, was the very point to

be tried, and which the Assembly refused to try.

5. It is contended that as there was no law obliging the Synod to act on

the subjects submitted to it, there could be no transgression in its refusal to

do so, and therefore no ground of complaint. We reply, first, that they did

act, and their action was complained of; therefore, whether it was obliged to

act or not is not relevant in the present state of the case ; secondly, that if

this argument be well grounded and Synod be not obliged to act except in

cases in which it is compelled by positive law, then Synods could not be

complained of for even the grossest violations of duty, such as refusing to

receive and issue appeals brought regularly before them, or refusing to redress

what has been done by Presbyteries contrary to order, for there is no positive

command of law requiring Synods to exercise any of their specified powers

—and the power of^ Synods to pass an overture stands on exactly the same
basis with the power to perform every thing else entrusted to it. (Fornn of

Government, chap. xi. sec. 4.)

6. It is urged that if the complaints were tried, the Synod of Philadelphia

must be excluded, which, it is said, would be most unjust. We reply, that

supposing this were true, it is an argument against the Constitution of the

Church, and not against the rights of the complainants in these cases.

II. We further protest against the refusal of the Assembly to hear the

complainants on the question of the jurisdiction of this court—which was
matter of common right. We protest, also, against the allowance of the

commissioners from the Synod complained against, to vote in every stage of

the proceedings, contrary to the common principle that no one should be al-

lowed to vote in his own case, and contrary to the express provision of our

Book of Discipline, (ch. 7, sec. 4, par. 7.) We protest, too, against the

whole decision of this case in all its parts, without the Assembly ever having

sat as a court, or its members having ever been charged by the Moderator.

III. We contend that by the plain law of the Church as written, and by
that law as constantly expounded until now, complaints have been rightly

considered as competent against all sorts of action which can be taken in a

church court. We consider this right as far more important in public than

in private cases—in erroneous decisions in matters of doctrine and govern-

ment, than in wrongs inflicted in personal cases. We believe also that the

decision of the Assembly is inconsistent with the true policy of the Church,

and that its tendency, if it is adhered to, will be to foster all kinds of diver-

sity in practice and opinion, in the various parts of the Church, for want of

remedy. It is, moreover, directly calculated to deprive the Assembly of

important powers and rights which belong to it, not only under the Constitu-

33
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tion, but in virtue of its very existence and organization as the court in which
all the particular churches are represented, and which has all the powers re-

siding in all other church courts, except so far as, for the sake of order and
convenience, it is agreed in the Constitution, that it shall not exercise those

powers.

Wherefore, upon the grounds thus set forth, and without reference to the

raerits of the complaints, we protest against the refusal of the Assembly to

try these complaints, and ask that this paper may be recorded on the minutes

of the Assembly, as exhibiting the fact and reasons of our protest against

its decision.

Signed,

John C. Young, Wm. M, Francis, :

Charles A. Poellnitz, E. M. Donaldson,

N. H. ETall, G. H. Briscoe,

Samuel Taylor, J. Stonestreet,

Lemon Oatman, J. S. Hopkins,
John S. Reid, V. King,

Gilbert T. Snowden, Singleton Wilson,

Alex. A. Campbell, P. R. Fleming,

W. C. Emerson, James K. Douglass,

D. X. Junkin, Hays W. Beatty,

Samuel McCampbell, Jno. A. Crevling,

J. D. Paxton, John Breckenridge,

A. B. McKee, P. J. Timlow.
Robert B. Dobbins,

I concur in the above protest, with the exception of the second reason

in reference to the right of the complainants to be heard on the question of
jurisdiction. John Allison.

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE PROTEST.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY.

The Committee appointed to answer the protest of J. C. Young and others,

against the action of the Assembly i-efusing to try the complaints of R. J.

Breckinridge and others against the Synod of Philadelphia, beg leave to

report the following.

A considerable part of the protest is really not a protest against the action

of the Assembly refusing to entertain the complaints in question, but an an-

swer to various reasons urged, or supposed to have been urged by individual

members in favour of said action. Inasmuch as the Assembly is in no sense

responsible for the arguments or reasons offered by individuals, that part of
the protest which purports to be an answer to such arguments, is wholly out

of place. The protestants, indeed, allege, that they are constrained to pursue

this singular course, because the Judicial Committee failed to specify in what
respects the Constitution of the Church was opposed to these complaints, or to

assign the reasons of the action of this body. But the Assembly are not

aware that it is the duty of the Judicial Committee to give such specifications

and reasons. A protest, according to our Book, " is generally accompanied

with a detail of the reasons on which it is founded," (Book of Discipline,

eh. 8, sec. 2.) The appi'opriate business of the protestants, therefore, was
simply to give the reasons on which their protest was founded, not to answer
the arguments offered by individuals in debate, for which the Assembly is

not responsible.
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In replying to the protest in question, little more is necessary than to state

distinctly what was the action of the Synod of Philadelphia, complained of by

R. J. Breckinridge and others. Two papers were offered by Dr. Breckin-

ridge, for the adojition of the Synod ; the one relating to the constitution of a

quorum in Presbytery ; the other, to the imposition of hands by Ruling Elders

in the ordination of ministers of the Gospel. In relation to each paper the

question on which the Synod voted, was in the following words :
" Shall this

paper be adopted 1" By a large majority the Synod refused to adopt these

papers. The Assembly know of no law in our Book of Discipline requiring

a Presbytery or a Synod to adopt any paper or papers submitted to them by

any individual or any number of individuals ; and if there is no such law,

there could he no transgression of law or neglect of duty, and consequently,

no ground of complaint.

The papers in question condemn the interpretation of certain clauses in our

Constitution, given by the last Assembly, propose an opposite interpretation,

and overture this General Assembly to repeal the overtures adopted by the

last Assembly, and to adopt interpretations of an opposite character. In re-

gard to these papers, it is proj)er to remark,

1. There was no case before the Synod, No Elder complained that he

had been deprived of what he regarded as a constitutional right. No Pres-

bytery was charged with having constituted and proceeded to business without

a constitutional quorum. The Synod, therefore, was not called upon to ad-

minister law, but to interpret our Constitution—to decide constitutional ques-

tions in thesi. How far it is expedient to give expositions of our Constitution,

or to decide constitutional questions in thesi, it may be difficult to determine

;

but certain it is, that no church judicatory is bound, in any state of case, to

give such decisions. But, " where there is no law, there is no transgres-

sion ;" and, of course, there can be no ground of complaint. The protestants

allege, that the Synod did act, and that their action was complained of. The
answer is—that the only action of the Synod in the case, was a refusal to

adopt certain pa|>ers offered by a member of that body. To this action, if it

be proper to call it so, the Synod was forced by the member who offered the

papers. They were obliged either to adopt them or to refuse them. They
deemed it wise, as they had the perfect right, to do the latter.

2. Again: these papers, if adopted, required the Synod to send to this As-

sembly an overture or request to give an interpretation of our Constitution

contrary to that given by the last Assembly. But, although it is the right

of Sessions, Presbyteries, or Synods, to overture the Assembly, whenever they

may deem it wise to do so, there is in our Book no law requiring them or any
one of them to do so in any case. In declining to send up an overture,

therefore, the Synod of Philadelphia violated no law, committed no trans-

gression against ecclesiastical law ; and consequently a complaint against

that body cannot lie. The very idea of forcing either individuals or bodies

to overture or petition, is absurd.

But the protestants strangely contend, that " every inferior court is respon-

sible to the courts above it for the proper exercise of its discretion, and there-

fore they may be complained of as regards its exercise." Where there is

responsibility there can be no discretion. To maintain the contrary, is to

contend that an individual or a body may use their discretion, provided they

use it in a certain way—that they may do as they please, provided they are

pleased to act in a particular manner ! The truth is, that where ecclesias-

tical rights of individuals or bodies are concerned, there is no discretion. All

such rights are guarded by our Constitution, by which every Church court is

bound. The admission of the protestants that the Synod had the right to

exercise its own discretion in the matter complained of, is, in effect, an admis-
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sion that the complaint is not legitimate, and ought not to have been enter-

tained by this body.

Still more strangely, if possible, the protestants allege, that " if the Synod
be not obliged to act, except in cases in which it is compelled by positive law,

then Synods could not be complained offer even the grossest violations of duty,

such as refusing to receive and issue appeals brought regularly before them,

or refusing to redress what has been done by Presbyteries contrary to order."

Do they, then, maintain, that it is merely discretionary with Presbyteries

and Synods, whether they will receive and issue appeals, &c. regularly

brought before them, as they admit it was with the Synod of Philadelphia,

whether they would condemn the doings of the last Assembly, and overture

this Assembly to do the same ? But, say they, " there is no positive command
or law requiring Synods to exercise any of their specified powers." To prove

that this statement is wholly incorrect, it is necessary only to refer to chapter

7, sections 1, 3, 4, of our Book of Discipline. Section first treats of the duties

of Church judicatories in relation to review and control. Sections third and
fourth treat of the right to appeal and complain in certain cases, &c. Where
there are duties, there can be no discretion ; and where there is a right to

appeal and complain, there is positive obligation on the part of the judicatory

to receive and issue such appeals and complaints. But where, in our Con-
stitution, is it said to be the duty of any Church judicatory either to adopt

papers that may be offered, to decide constitutional questions in thesi, or to

overture a higher court ? Or where is the right given to individuals, in any
case, to have their interpretations of our Constitution adopted? There are no
such duties on the one hand, or rights on the other ; and, consequently, no
right of appeal or complaint.

3. An additional objection to the appeals and complaints is—that were they

entertained, the Synod of Philadelphia would, in the final vote, be excluded from

voting. This, in the administration of law, where the inferior court has de-

cided the case, and the appeal or complaint is against their decision, would

be perfectly proper. But in the mere interpretation of our Constitution, in

regard to which all have a common interest, and, therefore, common rights,

such a course would be unconstitutional and grossly unjust. The Synod of

Philadelphia, if the complaints had been entertained, would have been exclu-

ded as having decided the questions involved. But the Synod of Kentucky
has also given its decisions of the same questions. Why, then, should the one

vote and the other be excluded ? Nay, it is believed, that a large majority of

the members of this Assembly have, in one form or another, decided upon

them. Why, then, permit them to vote and exclude the Synod of Philadel-

phia ? What interest has this Synod more than other Synods or Presbyte-

ries, in giving a wrong exposition of our Book? When we interpret our

Constitution the voice of the whole Church should be heard.

But the protestants say, this is an argument against our Constitution. In

this, however, they are mistaken. It is only an argument against their in-

correct interpretation of it. It gives no right to appeal or complain against

a judicatory for declining to decide a constitutional question in thesi, or to

overture the higher court.

4. That the complaint is illegitimate, is further evident from the conse-

quences which would follow the adoption of the principle involved in it. If

our Church courts are bound, in any case, to decide constitutional questions

in thesi, and to overture the higher court, it follows :

1st. That any member of a Session, Presbytery, or Synod, can, at any
time, force the Assembly to discuss and decide, in thesi, any constitutional

question he may choose to raise, or any number of them. He has only to
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offer his interpretation to the lower court, and come up with his complaint,

which must be regularly issued.

2d. The Assembly can be forced to discuss and decide the same question

repeatedly at the same session. The minority of the Synod of Kentucky

might have complained of its action on the same points ; and, according to

the doctrine of the protestants, the Assembly must have regularly tried both

complaints, regularly hearing the parties from both Synods discuss the same
points, not in relation to the administration of law, where both parties claim

to have been aggrieved, but in relation to the interpretation of law.

3d. The Assembly could be foi'ced to decide great constitutional questions

by only a part of the delegates from the Presbyteries—thus excluding a large

number of Presbyteries from a vote on the interpretation of the Constitution

by which they are to be governed.

4th. The Assembly, by the exclusion of different Synods, in deciding the

different complaints, might be placed in the humiliating attitude of giving con-

tradictory expositions of the Constitution at the same sessions.

Who will pretend, that our Constitution is so defective, so strangely incon-

sistent, as to expose our Church courts to difficulties and absurdities such as

those just mentioned ?

In answer to the third reason assigned by tlie protestants, it is sufficient

to state, that it has not been, and we believe it cannot be proved, that any

General Assembly of our Church ever entertained a complaint such as the

one in question— a complaint against a Church judicatory for refusing to

decide constitutional questions in thesi, or to overture a higher judicatory.

The complaint under consideration, is, so far as this Assembly is informed,

strictly std generis.

Finally, our Constitution prescribes the mode in which constitutional ques-

tions may be brought before the General Assembly. The proper course was
pursued b}^ the Presbytery of Cincinnati in regard to the matters embraced

in Dr. Breckinridge's papers ; and they were brought before this body un-

trammelled by judicial proceedings, and the voice of the representatives of

the Church decided on the true meaning of the clauses in our Constitution,

concerning which there has been difference of opinion.

In reply to the complaint of the protestants, that the Assembly refused to

hear the complainants on the right of jurisdiction, it is sufficient to say— 1st.

That it cannot be shown, that our Book gives such rights. 2d. The adop-

tion of the principle involved in such a claim, would be followed by most of

the difficulties already enumerated as consequent upon entertaining the com-
plaint. The Assembly must, from year to year, agree to hear every member
of a Session, Presbytery, or Synod, who may choose to try to convince them,

that they have jurisdiction over all kinds of subjects. 3d. There was pro-

perly no question as to right of jurisdiction. The matter of complaint against

the Synod, belongs not to the department of discipline.

In reply to the complaint of the protestants, that the Assembly did not sit

as a court, and that the members were not charged by the INIoderator, it is

sufficient to state, that as the Assembly could not sit in a judicial capacity,

until the complaint was decided to be orderly and legitimate, the objection is

wholly without force.

The protestants think the course pursued by the Assembly calculated to

foster all kinds of diversity in practice and opinion. They seem not to sec,

that the course pursued by the complainants and by themselves, in relation

to the decisions of the highest court of our Church, to which it properly be-

longs to expound the Constitution and settle all controversies, is directly

calculated to produce the very result they seem to deprecate.

It was moved, That inasmuch as there is not time for the Committee ap-
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pointed to answer the protests on the quorum and ordination questions previ-

ously to the adjournment of the Assembly, therefore

Resolved, 1st. That the protests be admitted to record: 2d. That the

Committee appointed to prepare answers, be requested to do so after the

rising of the Assembly, and forward them to the Stated Clerk. 3d. In

taking this course the Assembly disclaim any want of respect to said pro-

testants ; and express the hope that agitation on the subjects in question may
cease.

These protests and answers are as follows, viz.

PROTEST ON THE QUORUM QUESTION.

The undersigned members of the General Assembly, desire to record their

protest against the decision of the Assembly upon the quorum question.

The following are some of the grounds of protest.

1. We consider the act of the last General Assembly in affirming, and of
this General Assembly in re-affirming that " any three ministers of a Pres-

bytery, being regularly convened, are a quorum competent to the transaction

of all business," to be unconstitutional. As by this decision, the Assembly
have in effect, as we believe, stricken out from the 7th section of chapter 10

of the Form of Government, the words " and as many Elders as may be

present belonging to the Presbytery," thus virtually changing a constitu-

tional rule, which they are expressly forbidden to do.—See section 6 of

chapter 12.

2. The Constitution clearly defines the Presbytery as a body consisting of

two sets of church officers, preachers on the one hand, and on the other

Ruling Elders. To enable one of the constitutional elements of such a body

to do business in the absence of the other, without clear and express yrovi-

sion of law authorising it, we believe to be contrary to all precedent in

cases of bodies similarly constituted.

3. The provision of our Form of Government, (chap. 10, sec. 10.) re-

quiring the consent of two Elders of different congregations to enable the

Moderator of Presbytery to call a special meeting, shows that our Constitu-

tion intended to guard with care against the possibility of holding a meeting

of Presbytery without the consent and presence of Ruling Eiders.

4. The natural construction of the clause " as many Elders as may be

present" implies, as we believe, the presence of some one or more Elders

—

and similar expressions in other writings show that the language conveys an

idea not of contingency or uncertainty as to the presence of any, but only

indcfiniteness as to the number of those who are to be present.

5. Ruling Elders are in chapter 5, declared to be " properly the represen-

tatives of the people, chosen by them for the purpose of exercising govern-

ment and discipline;" and to permit government and discipline to be exer-

cised in the absence of all the representatives of the people, as is permitted

by this decision, seems to us to be strangely in conflict with the representa-

tive character of our Constitution.

6. According to this decision, the government of the Church may be exer-

cised by even three ministers who have been ordained sine titulo, and who
have never been called to rule even an individual Church: and we certainly

believe that our Book never can sanction a decision which might even occa-

sionally devolve the whole authority of a Presbytery upon those who have

never in any way been elected by the people to govern them.

For the reasons herein set forth we dissent from the opinion of the Gene-
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ral Assembly on the abovQ mentioned decision, and respectfully request that

this our protest may be recorded on the Minutes.

John C. Young, J. A. Crevling,

D. X. Junkin, N. H. Hall,

Alex. A. Campbell, John S. Rcid,

Wm. C. Emerson, Gilbert T. Snowden,

Robert B. Dobbins, Samuel Taylor,

E, M. Donnaldson, Chas. A. Pocllnilz,

Wm. M. Francis, L. Oatman,

Samuel McCampbell, A. B. McKee,
G. H. Briscoe, J. D. Paxton,

V. King, James F. Gibert,

P. R. Fleming, Benjamin Junkin,

James K. Douglass, John Breckenridge,

Hays W. Beatty, Singleton Wilson,

J. S. Hopkins, P. J. Timlow.

REPLY TO THE FOREGOING PROTEST.

The Committee appointed to answer the protest of the Rev. Dr. Young and
others against the decision of the General Assembly in regard to the quorum
of Presbytery, respectfully present the following suggestions in reply.

That as the protest consists chiefly in mere declarations of opinions held

by the protesters, the Committee deem it unnecessary to enter into a full

discussion of the points presented in the protest, and will content themselves

with stating what they understand to be the views of the Assembly, and with

giving a brief outline of the reasons by which the Assembly was governed

in their decision. In the execution of their purpose, the Committee will fol-

low the course of the protesters, and take up the several points to be con-

sidered, in the order in which they occur in the protest itself.

1. The protesters say, that they " consider the act of the last General

Assembly (1843) in affirming, and of this General Assembly (1844) in re-

affirming that ' any three ministers of a Presbytery regularly convened are

a quorum competent to the transaction of all business' to be unconstitutional,

as the Assembly have in effect, as we [the protesters] believe, stricken out

from the seventh section of chapter ten of the Form of Government the

words ' and as many Ruling Elders as may be present belonging to the Pres-

bytery,' thus virtually changing a constitutional rule." That the protesters

so believe, the Committee do not question, but they are perfectly confident

that the Assembly were of a different mind, and that there is no discrepancy

between the rule in our Form of Government and the decision of the General

Assembly. The Assembly did not decide that any three ministers regularly

convened, to the exclusion of any number of Elders however large that

number, were a quorum competent to the transaction of all business, but

merely this, that under the provisions of the rule properly understood, any three

ministers regularly convened were competent to transact business, although

no Elders should be present ; understanding the phrase " as many Elders as

may be present belonging to the Presbytery," as implying that all such El-

ders as belong to the Presbytery should be entitled to a seat in the body,

although they should outnumber the ministers, and also as implying the pos-

sibility that no Elders might be present, the form of expression being one
that would include all the possible cases that could arise: 1. That in which
no Ruling Elders were present ; 2. That in which the number of Ruling El
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ders would be less than the number of ministers; 3. That in which the num-
bers would be equal; and 4. That in which the ruling elders would outnum-
ber the ministers. Jf the words of the rule are susceptible of this explana-
tion, and we regard it as the only just and legitimate one, then the Assembly
have done no violence to the rule, but have given a decision in accordance
with the true import of its terms.

2. The protesters again object to the decision of the Assembly, on the

ground, " That the Constitution clearly defines the Presbytery as a body con-
sisting of two sets of Church officers—preachers on the one hand, and ruling

elders on the other." And they maintain, that " to enable one of the con-
stituent elements of such a body to do business in the absence of the other,

icithout clear and express provision of laio authorizing it, we believe to be
contrary to all precedent in cases of bodies similarly constituted."

On the ground assumed by the protesters, the committee maintain that the

decision of the Assembly can be justified; for the very terms of the law or

specific provision relating to the quorum of Presbytery require the construc-

tion given to the rule by the Assembly. And were the import of the rule

doubtful, which the committee do not admit, the facts that there can be a
quorum of a Church Session without a minister present, and a quorum of a
General Assembly, without a ruling elder present, would show conclusively,

that in interpreting the rule, the mere fact that the Presbytery is composed of
two classes of Church officers, would of itself be no evidence that a quorum
of the body could not consist of those belonging to one class ; and that class

too, the members of which are invested with all the powers belonging to

the members of the other class. If, from the nature of the case, or in other

words, if from the composition of the General Assembly, to which the Con-
stitution requires an equal number of ministers and ruling elders to be dele-

gated, there is no impediment in the way of a quorum being composed of
ministers alone, what can there be in the composition of a Presbytery to pre-

vent ministers alone from composing a quorum? But the fact is otherwise

than as stated by the protesters. In the Scottish Church the quorums of
Presbyteries, Synods, and of the General Assembly and its General Commis-
sion, may be composed of ministers alone : and the House of Lords, in Bri-

tain, composed of the peers and bishops, may, and do, transact business in

the absence of the bishops. And even if the bishops have seats in the House
of Lords, in virtue of their holding in ancient times certain baronies, and
thus virtually composing one class, as some maintain, do not the protesters

themselves, or at least soMe of them hold, that it is only as ruling elders that

ministers are entitled to seats in our Church courts'? And therefore upon
their own showing, there is no impediment arising from the composition of
these courts in the way of the ministers alone, constituting a quorum.

But, beyond all question, the safest precedents in this matter are those

furnished by our own and other Presbyterian Church courts, and more espe-

cially those of Scotland and Ireland, from which we derived our own forms
of government and discipline.

3. The next objection urged by the protesters is, that " the provision of

our Form of Government, (chap. x. sec. 10,) requiring the consent of two
elders of different congregations to enable the Moderator of the Presbytery to

call a special meeting, shows that our Constitution intended to guard against

the possibility of holding a meeting of Presbytery without the consent and
presence of ruling elders."

That this provision was designed to guard against the holding of a special

meeting without the consent of a fair proportion of the eldership assenting

thereto, we admit; but surely the protesters draw an inference altogether un-

warranted, when they consider this provision designed to secure the presence
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of the ruling elders. That there may be a quorum at this special meeting,

it is not necessary that any of the ministers or ruling elders, who request

the meeting to be called, should be present, or even that the moderator him-
self should be present. Before the ruling ciders who united in the request

for calling the meeting could attend said meeting, it would be necessary for

their respective Sessions to commission them.

The design, therefore, of this provision was not " to guard against the

possibility of holding a meeting of Presbytery without the .... presence of
ruling elders," but for the reason that, as the elders are equally interested

with the ministers in the business of the Presbytery, and their convenience

should be consulted as well as that of the ministers, it is fit that no special

meeting should be called without the consent of an equal number of ministers

and elders. The circular letter of the moderator is designed to secure as far

as practicable the attendance of all the ministers and of a ruling elder from
each Church. But neither the issuing of the letter, nor the concurrence of

the two ministers, or of the two ruling elders, determine any thing as to the

question whether there can be a quorum without the presence of one or more
ruling elders.

4. The objection derived from the import of the phrase, " as many as may
be present," has been sufficiently answered under the first head.

5. The fifth objection urged against the decision of the Assembly is, that

" Ruling Elders are (in chap. 5,) declared to be 'properly the representatives

of the people, chosen by them for the purpose of exercising government and
discipline ;' and to permit government and discipline to be exercised in the

absence of all the representatives of the people, as is permitted by this deci-

sion, seems to us, (the protesters,) to be strangely in conflict with the repre-

sentative character of our Constitution."

The objection, if of any force, is of equal avail against a quorum of the

General Assembly consisting of ministers alone, which, beyond all question,

may be the case, and condemns the early practice of our own Church, both

before and after the adoption of the Constitution in 1788. Besides, it assumes
what the protesters have no where attempted to prove, viz. that the ministers

of Christ assembled in Presbytery, can do no business in the absence of the

people or their representatives. Although the people have the right to be
represented in Presbytery by their ruling elders, it by no means follows from
this circumstance, that they must be represented, before the regular business

of the body can be transacted. The representative character, therefore of
our Constitution, forms no valid objection against the decision of the Assem-
bly.

6. The sixth and last objection urged by the protesters against the decision

of the Assembly is, " that the government of the Church may be exercised

by even three ministers who have been ordained sine titulo, and who have
never been called to rule in an individual Church ;" and then follows an ex-

pression of their belief, that " our Book can never sanction a decision which
even occasionally devolves the authority of a Presbytery upon those who have
never in any way been elected by the people to govern them."

This is evidently a hypothetical case, rather than one likely to occur in

real life ; and if such an one should ever ha|)pen to occur, it would be with

the implied consent, at least, of all the regularly settled pastors, and of all

the elderships within the limits of the Presbytery ; for without their know-
ledge and consent it could not possibly take place. And, further, no man is

ever ordained sine titulo, except with the express or implied consent of the

churches, given through their pastors and ruling elders.

It is believed by the committee, that the objections of the protesters have
been fully met, and that it is unnecessary to enter into a full specification of
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the reasons in favour of the decision of the Assembly—a decision which the
Assembly believed to accord with the true import of the terms of the rule,

and to be confirmed by the practice of our own and other Presbyterian Church
courts, and by the practice of other bodies similarly constituted. Of all

this, full evidence has in various forms been given to the churches. For
further evidence of the correctness of the decision of the General Assembly,
the Committee would refer to the Minutes for 1843.

James Hoge, B. H. Rice,

John Maclean, H. A. Boardman.
C. C. Cuyler,

Committee.

PROTEST ON THE IMPOSITION OF HANDS BY THE ELDERSHIP IN
THE ORDINATION OF MINISTERS.

The undersigned, vv^ho voted in the minority on the first resolution of the

series reported by the Committee of Overtures, viz.: The resolution which
explains, justifies and reaffirms the decision of the last Assembly, that ruling

elders when members of Presbytery, have no authority to impose hands in

the ordination of ministers of the woi'd, by way of protest against the action

of the present Assembly adopting the said first resolution, respectfully

submit :

I. That they are gratified to find the Assembly in the said resolution

distinctly asserting the right and power of ruling elders in common with

preaching elders, to order the whole work of ordination, and their further

rightful power of judging in the discipline of ministers of the word. And,
further, in the third resolution, affirming and maintaining the scriptural author-

ity of the office of ruling elder, and their equal participation in the exercise of
government and discipline. These are important, nay, fundamental princi-

ples ; and in the existing state of opinion amongst many in our Church, we
hail their open and formal avowal, as a most important event, and make this

statement, lest our vote against the said first resolution might be construed

into a denial of these great truths.

II. We believe that the Assembly erred in matter of fact, matter of law,

and matter of reason, in the said resolution, in the things following, viz.

1. It is in our opinion an error of fact, to assert or assume that the prac-

tice of our Church has been clear and uniform against the exercise of the

right of ruling elders to impose hands in ordination : for that the contrary

practice has obtained in various portions of our Church, and for a period be-

yond the memory of some of our oldest ministers, is capable of distinct proof.

There is a member of this Assembly, who was ordained more than twenty

years ago, upon whom ruling elders imposed hands. And, moreover, since

as the law stands, the act of any part of the Presbytery is valid at all, only

so far as it is the act of the body itself, the mere presence of elders in the

body nullifies the allegation that it was the practice that they should not unite

in acts of the body, and requires positive proof of a positive practice which for-

bade their acting, and we deny the existence of any such proof. As to mat-

ter of fact, therefore, we take issue with the Assembly, and deny that any
such positive practice at all, in our Church, much less any clear and uniform

practice, as assumed in the resolution, justifies the statement that it is against

law for elders to lay on hands.

2. As to the whole influence of practice in determining the sense of written

constitutions, much less of divine ordinances and records, we consider the

ground assumed by the Assembly, in the said resolution, as erroneous in
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point of reason : And we contend that the practice of our own Church, if it

were clear, uniform and unquestioned, could never oblige the conscience of
its office bearers, to put on written language a sense different from the sense

contained in the words, more especially when the language and not the prac-

tice, is adopted under solemn vows to God. And we deny that the practice

of all the churches in the world can ever do more than afford a presumption

in favour of the truth of what the practice favours— a presumption whose
force depends entirely on the character of the things themselves, and that of

the churches which practise them : and our Church has in practice done what
was forbidden, and failed to do what was commanded ; and the practice under
the Westminster form of government should not be relied on, because the

language of that form has been materially changed in our book.

y. In the distinction which the Assembly takes between the rite of ordina-

tion, and the substance of the act, we are of opinion that there is an error

both of law and of reason. Of law, because our Constitution does not say

that imposition of hands is by the ministers of the word as a rite superadded

to the act of the Presbytery ; but it says that the imposition of hands is the

act of the Presbytery, conjoined to the ordination by the moderator of the

body in its behalf. Of reason, because, in the nature of the case, a Church
court cannot perform a rite, which is personal to ministers of the word ; and
therefore if imposition of hands be a" rite, belonging to ministers of the Word
as such, it belongs to them individually, and is as incapable of joint exercise

as the rite of Baptism.

4. If the Assembly means to say that the whole of ordination is merely a
ministerial and declarative rite, as its language seems to bear, then we say,

this seems to us to be a total error of fact, of law, and of reason ; for, as we
believe, ordination is by God's word, simply and merely an act of jurisdiction,

and belongs absolutely and exclusively to such assemblies, as being composed
of teaching and ruling elders, are invested with power to rule, and by our

Constitution, to a court of this sort called a Presbytery. The Presbytery, com-
posed of ministers and elders, has power to ordain ministers, is the express

language of our Constitution ; and to us it seems clear, that to separate the

power of ordination from the other portions of jurisdiction in the Church, and
to make it a rite, instead of an exercise of rule or government, is inconsistent

not only with Presbyterian, but with Protestant ground of Church order.

5. Where the Assembly say that because " the rite of ordination is simply

a declaratory ministerial act," therefore the laying on of hands as a part

thereof must belong properly to ordained ministers ; and for the same reason

Ruling Elders cannot unite in this part of the act, their words necessarily

bear that, for the same reason the same Elders ought not to take part in any
other portion of the act or rite of ordination; and moreover, if Ruling El-

ders cannot take part, as the Assembly say they cannot, in any act which is

declaratory and ministerial, then they cannot take part in any act of any
kind whatever, for the only power possessed by Teaching or Ruling Elders,

vfhQther jointlij or severally, is merely declarative and ministerial, as God's
word and our Constitution abundantly declare.

6. It appears to us that the denial of the right of ruling elders to impose
hands, involves the denial that they are scriptural presbyters, which denial

seems to us to undermine the foundation of Presbyterian order; and to assert

that ordination, embracing imposition of hands, is more or less than an act of

church power exerted by the constitutional tribunals, seems to us to imply
that it is a mere form, or that it is a true sacrament—either of which errors

appears inconsistent with the principles of Protestantism.

With great respect for the authority of the Assembly, we feel obliged by a
sense of what is due to truth, as we understand it, to offer these reasons of
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protest, that our true position, and the exact objections we take to the afore-

said resolution of the Assembly may appear in time to come.

Jas. Stonestreet, J. D. Paxton,

N. H. Hall, Singleton Wilson,
Robert B. Dobbins, James F. Gibert,

Chas, A, Poellnitz, • Alex. A. Campbell,

Samuel Taylor, G. H. Briscoe,

P. R. Fleming, V. King,

Gilbert T. Snowden, A. B. McKee,
James K. Douglass, W. C. Emmerson,
J. S. Hopkins, H. W. Beatty,

Samuel McCampbell, John C. Young,
John S. Reid, J. R. McMuUen.

ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING PROTEST.

The Committee appointed to answer the protest of Messrs, James Stone-

street, N. H. Hall, and others, against the decision of the General Assembly,
respecting the " imposition of hands" in the ordination of ministers, respect-

fully present the following reply to the positions in said protest.

We fully concur with the Protesters, in the satisfaction which they express,

that the Assembly distinctly asserts " the right and power of ruling elders,

in common with preaching elders, to order the whole work of ordination,"
" and their equal participation in the exercise of government and discipline,"

&c.
;
yet as the language employed by our protesting brethren may convey

the idea, that the Assembly has been constrained to make these admissions

by force of argument in the recent controversy, we feel called upon to state

most explicitly, that no change in sentiment has been produced by the argu-

ments of the protesters, or of those who agree with them in opinion, 'i'he

opinions of the Assembly of 1844, are identical with those of the Assembly
of 1843, and the resolution protested against merely expresses what were the

doctrine and practice of the Presbyterian Church when the Constitution was
framed, and, as far as we are informed, at every period of its previous and
subsequent history. Of this statement full proof was given in the debates of
the last Assembly.

1. The Protesters charge that " the Assembly erred in matter of fact, mat-
ter of law and matter of reason," and as evidence of error in matter of fact,

they state that there was, on the floor of the Assembly, a minister ordained

more than twenty years ago upon whom ruling elders imposed hands. This
it is presumed, is the earliest instance of the kind, of which our protesting

brethren have any certain knowledge, and if so, how very far short does it

come of overthrowing the position that the practice of our own and of all

other Presbyterian churches is adverse to the opinions of the Protesters?

Admitting, as they assert, that " a contrary practice has obtained in various

portions of our Church," and that too " from a period beyond the memory of

some of our oldest ministers," of which however no certain evidence has ever

been furnished, yet it is evident from the whole current of testimony, that

these instances are but mere exceptions to the general practice, and that they

occurred in portions of the Church remote from the seats of the older churches

and presbyteries, by which, in 1788, our Constitution was ratified and adopt-

ed. And after all, " the various portions of our Church" spoken of, will

doubtless, upon examination, be found to be very few in number, and the

contrary practice can in all probability be traced to the mistaken views of a

few men in what was at that time a distant and feeble Presbytery. Not a
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single instance has over been adduced, within the limits of the older Presby-

teries, in which ruling elders imposed hands in the ordination of ministers;

and all tradition is in favour of the ground taken by the General Assembly.
In Europe and America, there are various denominations of Presbyterians,

yet none of them permit any others than ministers of the word to impose
hands in the ordination of ministers.

2. "The mere presence of elders in the body," say our brethren, "nulli-

fies the allegation that it was the practice that they should not unite in acts

of the body, and requires positive proof of a positive practice which forbade

their acting, and we deny the existence of any such proof." If the Committee
understand this language, of which they are not at all confident, they would
say in reference to the practice of the Church, that the allegation has no
respect to what in time past ruling eldei's should not have done, but has

respect to what they did not do: and we know of no one who maintains, that

any " positive practice forbade" ruling elders to act in the imposition of

hands, but that it was contrary to practice for them to do so. The rule limits

the imposition of hands to the clergy, and reference was made to the practice

to show that the construction put upon the rule was the construction univer-

sally put upon it, by those who framed the rule, and almost universally by
those who have acted upon it.

3. Again, the protesters charge what we most positively and unequivo-

cally disavow, viz. that we plead practice against the plain and obvious mean-
ing of the words. We maintain that the words of the rule properly under-

stood, and compared with the other parts of the Constitution, require the con-

struction given to the rule by the Assembly. We appeal to the practice of

our own and other Presbyterian churches as confirmatory of the exposition

given to the rule, and as the best evidence, in addition to the language which
they have used, of the meaning and intention of those who framed our sys-

tem of government and discipline. And will any one question the propriety

of this use of well attested practice carried through generations and even cen-

turies ? Or will any intelligent and candid men set up against uniform and
general practice mere exceptions which are limited in their extent, and of

modern date?

4. The protesters next observe that, " in the distinction which the Assem-
bly takes between the rite of ordination and the substance of the act, we (the

protesters,) are of the opinion, that there is an error both of law and of rea-

son." The Committee do not understand the Assembly as making the dis-

tinction to which objection is here made. The Presbytery has power to

ordain because it is composed in part of those to whom the power of ordain-

ing belongs, but who, agreeably to the principles of Presbyterian government
and the law of our Church, are not to exercise this power without the con-

sent of the ruling elders, the representatives in Presbytery of the people.

And hence, although ordination belongs to the power of jurisdiction as con-

tended for by our brethren, yet the power of the eldership in regard to it is

limited to a concurrence with the ministers in deciding and ordering that it

shall take place, and in determining the time, place, and the persons who
are to take part in the public services. And this is the utmost point to which
the most strenuous advocates for ordination pertaining to the jurisdiction of
the Church have gone till recently, in reference to the power of ruling elders

in the matter of ordination.

5. The remarks just made, the Committee consider a sufficient reply to

what is said in the next section of the protest.

6. In saying that " the rite of ordination is simply a declaratory ministerial

act, of which imposition of hands is a part," the Assembly meant nothing

more than this, that the solemn ceremony of setting a candidate apart to the

34
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office of the holy ministry, was a rite that appertained to ministers alone,

and that " imposition of hands" was used as a moral sign to declare pub-

licly who the party is that is set apart to the work of the ministry. In this

sense it is properly called a declarative act, and in as much as it is to be
performed by ministers alone, it is properly called a ministerial act.

7. The protesters next say, that it appears to them " that the denial of the

right of ruling elders to impose hands, involves the denial, that they are

scriptural presbyters."

But do they not themselves advert with satisfaction to the fact, that the

Assembly in their resolutions on this subject, affirm and maintain " the

scriptural authority of the office of ruling elder?" With no propriety, there-

fore, can the denial by the Assembly of the right of ruling elders to impose
hands in the ordination of ministers be regarded as involving a denial that

tliey are scriptural officers. That it involves a denial that they are " bishops,"
" pastors," " ministers," and even " presbyters," in exactly the same sense

that ministers are presbyters, is conceded. Their distinctive character being

that of " representatives of the people," and their official name being that of
" Ruling Elders," in order to distinguish them the more fully from those who
both in the Scripture and in our Form of Government, are styled simply
" Presbyters," or " Elders," meaning ministers of the word, who alone are

the Presbytery to whom the imposition of hands appertains : it appertaining

to the ruling elders to concur with the ministers or presbyters as to the pro-

priety or impropriety of ordaining a candidate for the sacred office.

Much of the erroneous reasoning respecting the powers of the ruling elders,

arises from overlooking the distinction between ministers of the gospel

and ruling elders. Both these classes of officers are appointed to exercise

government and discipline, but to the former only does it belong to labour in

word and doctrine, and therefore to set apart in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, after due trial and approbation, those who are to take part in the same
ministry.

We have now taken notice of all the objections of the protesters, and if we
mistake not, we have fairly met them. Were it requisite, we could, without

difficulty, set forth the objections to the views entertained by the protesters,

and show that their views are contrary to Scripture, to the Constilfution of

our Church, and to the practice of our own and all other Presbyterian churches

;

and that they tend to subvert the office of ruling elder, by confounding it

with that of minister of the word. It was the doctriile of the Independents

and not of the Presbyterians, that ruling elders had the right to impose hands

in the ordination of ministers, as could be abundantly shown from authorities

not to be questioned.

In favour of the decision of the last Assembly, or rather of the last three

General Assemblies, it can be shown, 1. That the decision accords with the

Avord of God; 2. With the very words of our Constitution; 3. With the uniform

practice of those who framed the Constitution; 4. With the uniform practice of

all other Presbyterian churches ; and we cannot but express the hope that a

matter which has been decided, after a full and careful examination, by our

whole Church, and by such large majorities, may be considered as settled,

and that it will not be made a subject of further agitation.

James Hoge,

John Maclean,

C. C. Cuyler,

B. H. Rice,

H. A. Boardman,
Committee.
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On motion, the Rev. Mr. Pinney, agent of the Pennsylvania Colonization
Society, was heard for a short time on the subject of his agency.
On motion, The thanks of the Assembly were returned to Mr. Pinney for

his address, and it was
Rcsoloed, That the cause which he advocates be commended to the favour-

able notice of our churches.

Mr. Gurley requested to be excused as a member of the committee appoint-

ed to reply to the protests. His request was granted, and Drs. Cuyler and
Rice, and Mr. Boardman, were added to that committee.
The minutes were then read and the roll called.

The Assembly having finished their business, it was

Resolved, That the General Assembly be dissolved, and that another Gen-
eral Assembly, chosen in like manner, be required to meet in the first Pres-
byterian Church in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the third Thursday of
May, A. D. 1845, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

Accordingly the Moderator dissolved the Assembly with singing, prayer,
and the benediction.

B. GILDERSLEEVE, Clerk pro tern.
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APPENDIX.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION,

Presented by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, to

the Churches under their care.

Brethren in the Lord—Of the various high and solemn functions constitutionally

pertaining to the General Assembly, none are more important than those by which
" they shall constitute the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and mutual confidence

amongst all our churches." And of the duties to be performed, in accomplishing this,

none is more interesting in its character or more efficient in its results than the furnish-

ing to the churches an annual history of the State of Religion. What bond of union so

strong as the cords of love ? And what so directly tends to strengthen those cords, as to

recount what our common Lord has done for us— to tell the story of his gracious deal-

ings, and thus to awaken in all hearts, that glow of gratitude that binds to Him as our

glorious Head, and thus brings each and all to feel themselves to be "one body in Christ,

and every one members one of anotlier?" " Union, peace, correspondence, and mutual
confidence" are necessary in every army, and in none more than in "the sacramental

host of God's elect." And what so sweetly and so strongly tends to bind the heart of

the soldier to his comrades, as the rehearsal of their mutual toils and trials—their dan-

gers and discouragements—their hopes and fears—their tribulations and their triumphs

—

especially if every rehearsal closes with a mutual and spontaneous ascription of wisdom
and power, and prowess and honour to the Captain under whom they serve? And may
we not hope that whilst we recount to you what we have learned of the trials and the

triumphs—of the peril and the prosperity of our beloved Zion during the past year, as-

cribing, as we do, all power and grace, and glory to the great Captain of our salvation,

your hearts and ours may kindle with a livelier love, and be warmed with a wiser and
more steadfast zeal!

From nearly all of our Presbyteries, narratives of the progress and state of religion

have been received, and if it were practicable, we could not, perhaps, do the churches

a greater service than by spreading these narratives fully before you in all the fervour

and freshness with which they are written. And we feel that in attempting to condense

them into a brief compass, we will fail to make, upon your minds, the impression which
they have left upon our own. The brethren who have prepared the several narratives

from which the General Assembly compiles this, "speak that they do know, and testify

that they have seen"—and there is a warmth and a freshness about their statements, that

is chilled by change of style, and killed by condensation. We would, beloved brethren,

that you could hear, as we have heard, the things that relate to the state and progress of

our Master's cause, all over the vast field of the operations of our Church. We would

that you could hear the voice of confession and lamentation over the sins and desolations

of our Israel, that has come upon our ears, sad as the wail of Rachel weeping for her

children, and in strains plaintive as the harp of Jeremiah. We would that you could

hear as we have heard the tidings of revival, as told by many grateful Presbyteries, in

language glad as the sound of the jubilee. We would that you could listen as the As-

sembly has done to the Macedonian cry, " come over and help us"—swelling as it does

from so many parts of our vast land—from the mountain and valley of the east, from

the wood and the prairie of the west, from the lake-bound border of the north, and from

the green savannah of the south. We would that you could have listened to the touch-

ing story of the toils, and trials, and privations of your domestic missionaries, as it has

been told by some of the Presbyteries that occupy missionary ground. We would that

we were able to present to you, as these narratives present to us, the startling picture of
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the moral wastes that exist throughout our land, especially in the swellingr populations

of the great West. And wc would that wc could impress your minds, as ours have

been impressed, witii a view of tlie various causes and influences that tend upon the one

liand to advance the cause of our Redeemer—and upon the otlier, to retard the spread of

true religion, and to perpetuate those desolations over wiiich some of the Presbyteries

are called to mourn. But in tiic space usually allotted to the annual narrative of the

Assembly, it will not be practicable to accomplish all this, and we must be content to

furnish a summary.statement.
We are not permilted to tell at this time of such copious and extensive effusions of the

Holy Ghost, as it was the privilege of the last General Assembly to record. Revivals of

religion, and ingatherings of souls, there have been during the past year in many por-

tions of the Church ; but not in such measure, and to such an encouraging extent as

during the year preceding. And yet it is very satisfactory to notice that nearly all of

the Presbyteries that reported revivals last year, speak of the good work as having ex-

tended into the ecclesiastical year that now closes: and with scarcely an exception they

state the gratifying fact, that, so far as time and opportunity for testing them have been

afforded, these revivals and their fruits appear to have been genuine. The statement

made by nearly all of those Presbyteries is, that the persons who were gathered into tlie

churches, as the fruits of those revivals have, with few exceptions, continued to " walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called." Special mention is also made of the

fact that an increase of grace, and a state of substantial general prosperity have resulted

from those revivals in nearly all the congregations where they were enjoyed. In this

respect the revivals of 1842-3, appear delightfully to contrast with many of those excite-

ments which, like the wild fire of the prairie, leave blight and blackness behind them.

And if this Assembly could send to the churches no other tidings of joy, it is matter of

gladness and of gratitude, that we are permitted to tell the churches that the gracious

visitations of which they heard last year, have not proved evanescent as tlie morning
cloud or the early dew. A genuine revival of religion is not the scattering of a few

drops that glitter for a moment in the beam, and then vanish before the ray that gave

them beauty: but it is the opening of a living fountain whose streams of sacred influence

expand and deepen as they flow, and "make glad the cityof our God." The sinner truly

converted, becomes in turn a soldier in the army of Innnanuel, and from the moment
that he joins the ranks, it is his duty and his joy to perfect his own discipline—to push

the triumphs of the cross, and to increase the number of the followers of the Lamb.
And it is thus, to change the figure again, that the kingdom of our God is like leaven

which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till the whole was leavened.

Such to a good degree, we are encouraged to hope, were the numerous revivals reported

last year. Their influence is still felt in the continued prosperity of the churches. But
although the dispensations of converting grace do not appear to have been so large

during the last year, as they were in the year preceding, still we are permitted to tell

of things whereof we are glad. In very many of the Presbyteries, individual congre-

gations have been revived, and in some, works of grace have been extensive and power-
lul. The narratives of the following Presbyteries make mention of awakenings, and
conversions, and revivals of religion in the hearts of God's people, some of them of a
greater, some of a less extent, viz.—Flint River, Albany, Hudson, New Lisbon, Indian-

apolis, Columbus, Maumee, West Jersey, Chilicothe, Troy, Carlisle, Newton, Raritan,

Kaskaskia, Hopewell, St. Louis, Luzerne, Richland, and East Hanover. The Presby-

tery of Indianapolis speaks of a work of grace in several of their churches, as being
" solemn, silent, and powerful"—and as having been followed with blessed results. And
the Presbytery of West Jersey gives us the delightful information that all their churches
have been refreshed.

Most of the churches report steady and ordinary accessions to the number of commu-
nicants, and some of them make mention of large additions. The following Presbyte-

ries report ingatherings from the world; some of them specifying that tiie persons re-

ceived to the communion of the churches, were cliiefly the fruit of revivals reported the

preceding year, viz., Flint River, New Brunswick, Albany, Erie, North River, Steuben-

ville, Troy, West Lexington, Ehzabethtown, Clarion, Marion, Madison, Huntingdon,
Orange, and Greenbrier.

With scarcely an exception the Presbyteries report that the churches under their care

are harmonious; and that they enjoy a good degree of general prosperity. Nearly all

the Presbyteries report that the attendance upon public worship upon the Lord's day is

as good as it has been in time past, and many Presbyteries specify a decided improve-

ment in their congregations in this respect. This last is specially mentioned in the nar-

ratives of Northumberland, Raritan, North River, Zanesville, New Lisbon, and Flint

River.

It is also gratifying to learn that many of the Presbyteries report a very encouraging
increase of attention to weekly lectures, Bible classes, and catechetical instruction. In

34*



89B APPENDIX. [A. D. 1844.

regard to the last, it is pleasing to state, that many of the Presbyterial narratives are

particular to mention increased attention to tlie instruction of the youth of the Church in

our excellent catechisms. The Presbyteries of Chickasaw, Orange, Ohio, West Hanover,
Palestine, Redstone, St. Clairsville, Washington, Zanesville, and some others, report in-

creased attention to the use of the Shorter Cateciiism in the instruction of youth. The
greater number of the Presbyterie? report that Sabbath schools are still maintained in

all or most of their congregations, and that these institutions still continue to be blessed

of the Lord, and to prove valuable auxiliaries in the great work of training up the chil-

dren and youth of the Church and of the country, in the nurture and admonition of the

Lord. Several of the Presbyteries make particular mention of a fact, which must be
pleasing to every judicious friend of Sabbath school instruction, viz. that greater care

is taken in the selection and appointment of Sabbath school teachers, than formerly;

that parents, and the more elderly and experienced members of the Church take a live-

lier interest in Sabbath schools, and are more ready to engage as teachers. The Assem-
bly hail this as a good omen, and cannot pass it by without expressing the most unquali.

fied approbation.

It is with much satisfaction that the General Assembly have learned that the Shorter

Catechism has been very generally introduced into the Sabbath schools, and that in

very many, a part or the whole of this excellent formulary is repeated once a month.
Most of the Southern Presbyteries make mention of encouraging success in the efforts

that have been made for the coloured population. In many places our ministers devote much
time to preaching to the negroes, and otherwise instructing them. " One of the most pleas-

ing facts," says the Presbytery of tiie Western District, " which we have to record, is the

general attention given to the coloured population. All our ministers feel that the ser-

vant as well as the master, is a portion of their charge, and are in the habit of de-

voting a portion of their time to this interesting people; and the only thing that could

be called a revival of religion within our bounds, during the last year, has occurred
amongst them. One dear brother who has daring the year devoted every otlier Sab-
bath to the servants of his neighbourhood, has received about twenty-two into the

Church. These he has organized into a Church , and they have elected their own
officers. Another brother reports fifteen added to his Church, and other churches not so

many." Similar statements are made by several of the Southern Presbyteries; and it

appears that there is a growing interest in relation to the negroes; and no barrier to

prevent their religious instruction exists, except that arising from the great want of

ministers: for it is the prevailing desire of both masters and servants that the latter

should receive the Gospel.

The Assembly is pleased to be able to state to the churches, that from all parts of the

land fcivourable accounts of the progress of the great Temperance Reformation have
been received.—Nearly all our Presbyteries make mention of the success that has at-

tended this enterprise, and the Presbyteries of Potosi, Huntingdon, Clarion, Wooster,

Steubenville, Bedford, Tuscaloosa, Londonderry, Michigan, Oxford, Hudson, and Albany,

speak of decidedly encouraging advances of the cause.

Another item of pleasing intelligence, which the Assembly is permitted to transmit to

the churches, is that in many parts of the Church, and country, there is a return to a

stricter observance of the Lord's day. The Presbyteries of South Carolina, West Han-
over, Oxford, New Castle, West Lexington, Hudson, and New Lisbon, whilst they still

deplore a great defect in the manner in which it is observed in their bounds, yet speak

of improvement in this respect, and they mention special efforts as having been made to

call public attention to the moral obligation, and civil and religious advantages of the

holy day. The Presbytery of Palestine, and several others, deplore the extent of Sab-

bath desecration; and mention it as one of the most insuperable barriers to the progress

of the Gospel. It is pleasing, however, to be able to state that, so far as the Assembly
is informed, this crying individual, social, and national sin, is not on the increase.

Upon several of the canals and railroads, which are the thoroughfares of trade and tra-

vel, Sabbath transportation has been diminished, and to the great honour of some trans-

portation companies in Pennsylvania, they have discontinued running their boats upon
the Lord's day. Nor is it less gratifying to be able to state that upon many mail routes,

throughout the country, the Sabbath mails have been discontinued. And whilst record-

ing this fact, the Assembly would embrace the opportunity of pressing upon all Church

members, and other friends of religion, of God, and of their country, the duty of ex-

crting all the influence which they can in a lawful way, to rescue the sacred day from

that dreadful degree of profanation, which, to the danger and dishonour of the country,

and the desolation of the Church, so extensively prevails.

It is gratifying to the General Assembly to be able to state, as a part of the religious

history of the past year, that the several Boards of the Church have prosecuted the great

works severally committed to their care with diligence and success. The reports of the

eeveral Boards will be spread before the churches, and from them it is hoped every mem-
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ber of our beloved Cliurch will feel it Iiis duty to acquaint himself with the state and
progress of tliese great enterprises. The compass of tliis narrative will permit us to say

but a word in regard to each, l^lie Board of Education reports a very large and encour-

aging increase of the number of candidates under their care; and it is evident from the

facts furnished in their report, that, profiting by enlarged experience in this delicate

and difficult, yet very important work, they have brought the system upon which they

proceed to a good degree of perfection ; so that the benefactions of the churches lor edu-

cational purposes can by the agency of this Board, be applied with great cfliciency, great

economy, and impartiality. But as will appear from their report, although the funds of

this Board have increased, it has not been in proportion to the increase of valuable young
men, whom the Lord has inclined to seek the sacred office, and who need aid in obtain-

ing an education.

The Board of Domestic Missions have prosecuted their important work with their

accustomed energy and success. This Board goes on increasing in usefulness; and if

the churches would only furnish the men and the money, in proportion to their means,
this institution might multiply an hundred fold, the blessings which it pours from year
to year over all our borders. Oh ! if our dear brethren in the more opulent churches
could but hear the cries for help that are poured into the ears of this Board of our
Church, from a thousand destitute parts of our beloved land; and if the Assembly could

but impart to all the churches the impression that these cries have made upon us, we
cannot doubt that our brethren who have the means, would pour into this department of

the Lord's treasury, the means of sending the bread of life to their perishing countrymen.
The Board of Foreign Missions have, with patience and great diligence, and with

success fully commensurate with their means, been prosecuting the solemn and inter-

esting work entrusted to their care. The Board is extending its plans, and enlarging

its operations as far and as fast as means are furnished by the churches. And although
their funds are slowly increasing, it is not in the ratio of the crying necessities of the

stations already established ; and the numerous doors that the providence of God has
flung widely open amongst the heathen. The Assembly cannot doubt that, if our breth-

ren in the churches could have listened as we did, to tlie touching, and tearful, and pow-
erful appeals and statements of the self-denying and indefatigable Secretary of this

Board; and if they could but hear the facts in regard to this enterprise, which he laid

before us, they would respond to the call for increased prayer and liberality, in a
way that would tell gloriously upon the interests of Messiah's kingdom. It is an in-

teresting fact that one of the Presbyteries of the Synod of Northern India, was repre-

sented upon the floor of the General Assembly, the Presbytery of Lodiana. And narra-

tives of the state of religion within their bounds, were received, by tlie Assembly, from
the Presbyteries of Lodiana and Allahabad, in that Synod. From these narratives,

which are couched in the characteristically modest style of our missionaries, it appears
that they are industriously and patiently prosecuting their self-denying labours, amid
many and great discouragements, but not without tokens, to indicate the presence with
them of Him who hath said, " Lo ! I am with you always." The work in which they
have been engaged is chiefly preparatory work. Like "the voice of one crying in the
wilderness," they have been saying, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight." They have been diligently engaged in acquiring the languages of the nations
to which they have gone ; establishing schools, translating and printing the Bible and
other books and tracts ; and in preaching the Gospel, distributing books, and conversing
with the people. By the reports it appears that special care is taken in the admission
of members to the little churches which they have gathered amongst the heathen; and
that for the most part those admitted to the communion ot the Church have walked wor-
thily. Upon some, however, they have been constrained to exercise discipline; and they
have done it with promptness and strictness, and as they state, with happy effect. They
are thus sowing the good seed—some precious fruit has already been gathered : they are
raising up native teachers and preachers, and we cannot but hope, are laying the foun-

dations of glorious churches in those vast and populous regions. In Texas, too, and in

the Indian and African stations, the work is prosecuted, with various degrees of present
encouragement, and with the certain promise of a rich reaping, if we faint not.

The Board of Publication has during the last year gone on in its career of usefulness

with still increasing encouragement. It is furnishing a very valuable addition to the

means by which sinners are to be converted, and God's people are to grow in grace and
Christian intelligence. They have managed the funds committed to their care with
energy and economy ; and it is pleasing to hear so many of the Presbyteries speak of the

great blessings wliicii have been conferred upon the churches by the instrumentality of
this branch of our benevolent operation. A vast number of copies of our Psalmody
has been published and sold : and it would appear from all the Assembly can learn, that

a very great blessing is conferred upon the Church and the country, by the sacred litera-

ture furnished by this Board.
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The publications of the American Tract Society also continue to do much good.

Several of our Presbyteries make mention of the benefits that have resulted from the

distribution of these and the publications of our own Board, by means of the colporteur

system.

The Assembly would not close this account of the prosperous aspects of the religious

history of the past year without an allusion to those religious bodies with which we
maintain fraternal correspondence. On account (most probably) of the great distance

of the place of our meeting, from the territory of the corresponding Bodies, the General
Assembly were not favoured with the presence of any delegates from them. But we are

happy to learn, through our delegates to several of those Bodies, that the state of religion

in most of them is in general prosperous; and that by some of the congregations in New
England, revivals of religion have been enjoyed. A very interesting communication was
received from the Presbyterian Synod of Australia—and from that the churches may
learn, that the blessed principles of the Gospel as held by us—and tlie scriptural form of
government which we maintain, have extended to that remote portion of the earth, and
there have produced their blessed fruits to the praise of the glory of God's grace.

The General Assembly would feel that their narrative of the state of religion would be
defective, did they pass without notice the wonderful religious movement which took

place in the Church of Scotland simultaneously with the meeting of our last General As-
sembly ; and the developments of which have been progressing up to the present time.

A notice of the reception of delegates from the Free Church of Scotland, will be found
in our Minutes; and tlie Assembly will only slate in this place, that they look upon the

Exodus of the mother Church, from the state of bondage, in which she had been too long

held, as one of the most august events of our times ; an event which has produced a
mighty impression in favour of the Calvinistic faith, and the Presbyterian form of gov-

ernment, as being the purest, the freest, and the most benign form of Christianity ; and
an event which must, in its results, give "glory to God in the highest—peace on earth,

and good will to men."
Having now glanced at some of the more encouraging aspects of the last ecclesiastical

year, it becomes the General Assembly, in faithfulness, to mention some of those adverse

events, and circumstances that cause the ways of Zion to mourn.
The Presbyteries of Logansport, Londonderry, Concord, and Bethel, each report the

death of a minister, and those of Florida, Marion, and Concord, report the death of many
valuable ruling elders. Nor is it unlikely that other Presbyteries have suffered similar

losses, although they have not reported them. In view of such bereavements, Zion may
well exclaim, " Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from among
the children of men." A few of our Presbyteries speak of special discouragements, and
complain of the low state of religion ; and many deplore the low standard of personal

piety, the desecration of the Sabbath, the worldly conformity of professors of religion,

and the absence of the reviving power of the Divine Spirit. Various causes are assigned

as tending to retard the progress of the kingdom of our Lord ; and as the most valuable

use of history is to furnish for the exigencies of the future, lessons drawn from the expe.

rience of the past, it may not be amiss for the General Assembly briefly to state the de-

ductions which they cannot but draw from the several narratives which they have been

called to examine. This is done in order that the churches may be guarded against

those things that appear to injure the cause of vital religion ; and may be prompted to

the more diligent use of the means of spiritual advancement. And
1st. From the statements of several of the Presbyteries, the Assembly is impressed

with the belief, that one great cause of paralysing the energies of the Church, and re-

tarding the progress of the gospel at home and abroad, is the low standard of personal
PIETY amonirst church members. In morals and religion, men are not apt to rise above
the prevailing standard. If that be low, their attainments will be lower still : "the salt

will lose its savour"—"the light that is in them will be darkness—and Oh! how great

that darkness!" And wherewith shall the earth be salted? How shall men give glory

to our Father which is in heaven, if our light do not so shine that they may see our good
works ? It is the low standard of piety, that renders the Church powerless. So long as

the unconverted can see little or no difference between themselves and Christian profes-

sors, they will reason thus: " the.se Christians profess to be at peace with God, and on
their way to heaven; their conduct and conversation is no better than ours; if they are

sate, so are we." Thus does the Church continue to "heal the hurt of the daughter of

my people slightly, saying. Peace, peace, when there is no peace." Connected with this

low standard of personal piety is

2d. A want of active piety. Christians throughout our churches seem too often to

forget, that Christ "gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify us unto himself, a peculiar people zealous of good works." Instead of being a

peculiar people—peculiar for their elevated holiness, their devout love to God, and to one

another, their active benevolence—instead of being peculiar, and distinguished from all
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other people by bein^ " zealous of good works," it would appear from many of the narra-

tives, that, our beloveii profossiiio^ brethren differ but too little, in these respects, from

the people of the world around them. We are not so peculiar a people as \vc ougiit to

be. We should be peculiar on account of brotherly love; peculiar for zeal, peculiar for

our frequency and fervour in prayer; peculiar for our plans and our dilijfencc in doing

good; peculiar for our liberality to the cause of our Master. And this leads us to a

3d Remark, viz.—There appears to be too little of a spirit of self-denial in many parts

of the Church. Self-denial is the very first term of discipleship. And yet it is manifest

from the narratives of the Presbyteries and reports of our Boards, that there can be but

little self-denial on the part of the great mass of our people; or our plans of benevolence

would be better sustained.

" Deny thyself and take the cross,

Is the Redeemer's great command ;"

and yet, alas! how few, of the many thousands of our beloved communicants, seem to

think that they ought to make any sacrifice of personal comfort, in order to befriend

Christ and his cause. Oh ! brethren, if you could but hear the story of the trials and
privations of the poor missionary, as he suffers and toils for Christ, and for souls;— if,

in the person of his humble faithful missionary, you could see your Saviour suffering;

you surely would feel constrained to deny yourselves to do him kindness. We have

heard, and we tell you, that He is "an hungered." " Oh ! feed him." " He is thirsty,

give him drink. He is naked, clothe him. He is a stranger," wandering through our

western wilds, or journeying beneath the sultry sun of the East, "take him in—He is

sick, oh! visit him." "Let the same mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus"

—and that was a spirit of self-denial. ' For though he was rich, yet for our sakes he
became poor." To this we add a

4th Deduction from the historical facts before us, viz. There does not seem to be

sufficient care on the part of ministers to teach, and on the part of the people to compre-

hend the connexion between the facts, the doctrines, and the duties of our blessed reli-

gion. This we infer from the complaints made of the languishing state of piety in some
parts of the Church, and the low condition of active benevolence in almost all parts. The
facts of our religion form the basis of its doctrines, the doctrines give rise to its duties,

and furnish the motives, and suggest the plans and means for the performance of those

duties. God gave his Son for sinners. Christ obeyed, and died, and arose, and ascended,

and intercedes for sinners. These are some of the facts. The blood of Jesus Christ

cleanseth from all sin. We are justified by faith. We are chosen to salvation through

sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. These are some of the doctrines—
and the soul that truly believes these facts and doctrines, must love Christ. That love

constraineth the soul to holy, active obedience. It is the motive of a new life—and the

great end of that life is to glorify God in doing good. If, dear brethren, we would look

at the several parts of our religion in their connexion, then surely "the love of Christ

would constrain us, and we would live to him who died for us." We would feel that

every duty of religion was important; and would be urged to its faithful performance by
the tenderest motives. We would feel that we were as much bound to pray for the

spread of the Gospel, as to pray for our own salvation— as much bound to "honour the

Lord with our substance," as to keep the Sabbath—and that we have no more right to

withhold from God what is his due, than to rob a neighbour of his property: and thus

feeling, we would arouse to our duties and perform them all in their due time, and pro-

per order. The ranks of the sacramental host would be filled with faithful, firm, cour-

ageous, well-disciplined troops; and shoulder to shoulder they would press onward in

Immanuel's name, conquering and to conquer.

5. Once more. The religious history of the past year, proves that there is a lack of

steadfast faith, and persevering- zeal in the Church. Why should the blessed revivals

reported last year have languished ? Why did not the stream of salvation that then was
seen to flow, roll on and onward, still growing deeper and broader in its progress ? Why
did not the souls which we hoped were then converted, and the pious hearts that were
then revived go on from strength to strength, and by prayer and pious effort augment
and roll onward the blessed tide of salvation? Why have not increasing thousands been

converted through their instrumentality? And why have they not come with their

silver and their gold with them to cause the treasury of the Lord to overflow ? Alas ! it

is not because the Lord's hand is shortened; but because of the want of a steadfast faith,

and a. persevering zeal. If the Church thus revived, had kept hold of the girdle of divine

faithfulness, and wrestled on, her name had been Israel indeed ; and instead of mourning
over a diminished measure of spiritual prosperity, the song of rejoicing, and the trump
of triumph would be gladly sounding still. Let us then, beloved brethren, be wiser and
more faithful in time to come. Let us by faith and prayer aim at the removal of all

that hurts or annoys in God's holy mountain. Let us come with one accord to the help
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of the Lord against the mighty. Let us be "not slothful in business, fervent in spirit,

serving the Lord." In due season we shall reap if we faint not." " Peace be unto the
brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

"

GEORGE JUNKIN, Moderator.

LETTER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD OF
AUSTRALIA.

Sydney, New South Wales, January 4, 1843.

Dearly Beloved Brethren in Christ,— It is with pleasure and gratitude that
we acknowledge the receipt of two copies of the Minutes of your Assembly for

the years 1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, 1839, and a copy of the American Presbyteriaa
Church case, which were presented to us in October, 1841; and in return we beg
leave to transmit to you two copies of the Minutes of our Synod since its forma-
tion. The Minutes of your Assembly are exceedingly interesting. They furnish
abundant evidence that the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
is a reformed and evangelical body. We thank God, through whose grace you
have contended nobly "for the faith which was once delivered to the saints," that

he has enabled you to exercise a faithful and vigilant superintendence over the
churches under your care, and to remove from your communion those who were
unsound in doctrine and unconstitutional in practice. VVe rejoice that you have
declared by your conduct, that in your estimation truth is the only bond of union
and friendship among professing Christians, and that you will not draw a veil of
charity over errors which would lead men to depart from the truth as it is in Christ
Jesus, and our prayer is, that the great Head of the Church may pour out his Holy
Spirit upon you, and make you fruitful in every work of righteousness. We live

under a different form of civil government, and we are sincerely attached to the
institutions of our country: but this does not lessen our interest in you, whom we
regard as brethren, having the same Lord, the same faith, and the same form of
church government.
Our Synod consists at present of twenty settled ministers; but this number is

quiie inadequate to dispense the ordinances of religion to those who naturally look

to us for spiritual superintendence. The population of this country is scattered

over a great extent, and spiritual destitution still prevails in many districts of the

colony. In most of our churches we have a few faithful and devoted followers of
the Lamb, but we regret that too many are of a different character. The love of
pleasure and the love of money are the prevailing sins in this land, and these lead

all who are under their influence to cherish a reckless disregard of every thing

connected with vital godliness. We have parochial schools established in several

of the districts in which our ministers are settled, and there are Sabbath schools

in connexion with all our churches. From our connexion with the Church of

Scotland we derive many and important advantages. She sends us ministers, and
money to assist in supporting them, and she is always ready to give us wise coun-
sel and diiection in all cases of difficulty. We are not insensible of the numerous
and natural advantages which our Church in this colony enjoys. We have a fine

climate, and our geographical position is such that if we be faithful, our Church
may become an active and eliicient agent in diffusing the knowledge of the Gospel
throughout the southern hemisphere. Our energies have hitherto been chiefly

directed to the erection of churches and manses; but we now contemplate the

establishment of a Mission, under the superintendence of our Synod, for the con-

version of the aborigines of New Holland; and we hope to be shortly able to con-

tribute for the purpose of sending missionaries to the heathen in other countries.

As we are a branch of the Church of Scotland, we wish to have her co-operation

and assistance in all our undertakings; but we are also anxious to have your sym-
pathy and friendship. Your Church, like our own, was founded by the labours of

ministers of the Church of Scotland, and the Synod of Ulster; and your intimate

acquaintance with the trials, privations, and sufferings which were endured by the

fathers and founders of your Church in their efforts to build up the walls of your
Zion in America, will assist you in forming a correct estimate of the difficulties



A. D. 1844.] APPENDIX. 403

against which we have to contend in establishing the Presbyterian Church in

Australia. And we desire to keep up a correspondence with you, that we may
be animated and encouraged by your example and advice. The powers of Satan

are combined and active. Popery on the one hand and infidelity on the other, are

indefatigable in their eftbrls to prevent the progress of pure and undetiled religion,

and it becomes ail who know the truth to be united, that they may mutually
strengthen and cheer each oilier in resisting the machinations of the prince of

darkness.

In conclusion, brethren, we entreat you to pray for us, that we may be enabled

to put on the whole armour of light, and to abound in love and every good work.

And our prayer for you is, that you may be sustained by the grace of God and
blessed as a Church of Christ, and that when you and we shall have finished our
rourse in this world, we may be admitted into the heavenly Jerusalem, and be with

God throughout eterniiy.

Signed in the name and by authority of the Synod of Australia.

Wm. Hamilton, Moderator.
James Fuli^erton, Clerk.

LETTER FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SYNOD OF AUSTRALIA.

Louisville, (Kentucky,) May 25, 1844.

Beloved Brethren in Christ—Tt affords the General Assembly of our Church
more than ordinary pleasure to receive good tidings from you who are so far from
us in geographical distance, but so near to us in faith and in affection. The form
of civil government under which you live, and to which you are sincerely attach-

ed, differs from ours : but we rejoice in being subjects of the same Spiritual King-
dom of which Jesus Christ is Head and Lord. You are a branch of the Church
of Scotland ; and we regard you as brethren, having the same Lord, the same faith,

and the same form of church government.
Although your Synod consists at present of but about twenty settled ministers,

and although spiritual destitution still prevails in many districts of the colony of
New South Wales, yet, with unfeigned pleasure we learn that you contemplate
the establishment of a Mission for the conversion of the aborigines of New Hol-
land. To the Church of old it was said, " the glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee—And the Gentiles shall come to thy light:" And we hail it, brethren, as a
token that the glory of the Lord has risen upon you, that you are indeed revived
by the Spirit of Christ, inasmuch as you are devising to make known among be-

nighted heathen the unsearchable riches of Christ. In your missionary sacrifices

for Jesus' sake you will realize the comfort of his own saying, " It is more blessed
to give than to receive."

You mention the receipt of copies of the Minutes of our Assembly for the few
last years; and you refer with evident and fraternal interest to the removal from
us of those who were unsound in doctrines and unconstitutional in practice. We
thank God most heaftily that those trying scenes are past: we hope that they may
never recur: and we bless his name who kept us from falsifying or abandoning his

trutii, and who is able to bring both us, and those who differ from us, " into the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God."
The sound wisdom which you manifest in the establishment of parochial schools

in several of the districts in which your ministers are settled, commands our admi-
ration. To this feature connected with the Scottish Church system, our own
Church in this land has given as yet little practical heed. The nature of our civil

institutions has been thought by many among us a hinderance to such a valuable
appendage to our ecclesiastical institutions. This subject, however, still receives
the serious consideration of not a few American Presbyterian Christians.

We can readily understand some of the various difficulties against which you
are called to contend in establishing the Presbyterian Church in Australia. The
days are not long gone by in which those who laboured in founding the Presby-
terian Zion in America, endured privations and trials such as you now often suffer.
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The remoter regions of our vast territory are still missionary ground ; and the
written or verbal narrative which statedly comes to us of the toils and long-suffer-

ing, the poverty and the devoted zeal of our beloved brethren vi^ho build the wails

of our Church among the destitute of our own land teaches us to appreciate what
you have told us of your experience in this behalf.

In common with you, we mourn before God the love of money, and love of sin-

ful pleasure, and reckless disregard of vital godlmess which prevail through our
population, and which alas! too often shamefully distort the features of Chris-

tianity in many of those who profess to love the Redeemer. We feel called upon
however, to bless the name of God our Saviour that among the Christians of this

land a warmer desire has recently been awakened for the sanctification of the
Sabbath, so fearfully profaned by millions of our nation; and, that since the meet-
ing of our last Assembly a good measure of enlargement has been bestowed upon
the Presbyterian Zion, both in the number of churches newly planted, and in a
considerable increase of hopefully converted souls in churches formerly establish-

ed. From the Minutes of the General Assembly which accompany this letter, you
will learn something of the prosperity which the Lord has vouchsafed to us during
the past year.

And now, beloved brethren, we would commit you, and ourselves, and all who
love the Lord, to the sure mercies of the only wise God our Saviour, who is able

to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of his glory

with exceeding joy.

Signed, in the name, and by authority of the General Assembly.
George Junkin, Moderator.
W. M. Engles, Staled Clerk.

B. GiLDERSLEEVE, Per. Clerk pro tern.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Through you the undersigned would respectfully report

to the General Assembly, that he attended to the duty assigned him by the last

Assembly, as delegate to the General Association of Massachusetts.

That Association met at Sunderland, June 27th, and continued in session two
days. Your delegate was present at the opening, and remained until within two
or three hours of the close of its sessions, and was received and treated with much
kindness and cordiality. The body was not large, consisting of about fifty mem-
bers including delegates from foreign bodies. A copy of the minutes of the As-
sociation is herewith submitted, from which it will be seen that a large number of

the churches connected with the Association enjoyed during the past year precious

seasons of refreshing from the Lord. The reports from some of the district Asso-

ciations, were deeply interesting.

In East Hampton, in Hampshire Association, a part of the town in which the

great revival in the time of President Edwards commenced, a revival of great

power has been enjoyed; and in Middlefield, in the same Association, almost all

the population of adult age have been hopefully converted.

From reports presented and from statements made on the floor, there is a grow-

ing disposition, on the part of the Chnrches, to enjoy the ministrations of regularly

settled pastors, and to regard the relation existing between a pastor and his flock,

as a very sacred relation, and not to be dissolved tor slight or trivial causes.

In carrying forward the cause of God, both at home and abroad, the churches of

Massachusetts are sustaining a noble part; and your delegate found it refreshing

and delightful to meet with brethren whose great aim is so identified with that of

our own beloved Church—the conversion of this lost world to God. Long may
the fraternal intercourse between our churches be continued, and may the recip-

rocal influence be more and more happy on our respective Churches from year to

year. With sentiments of high regard,

I remain, Rev'd and dear Sir, yours in the Lord,

D. V. McLean.
Freehold, N. J. Jpril 22d, 1844.
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REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF
MALNE.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Rev. Sir,—The delegate appointed by the Assembly of 1843 to the General
Conference of Maine, would report that tlie appointment was duly fulfilled.

The Conference assembled on Tuesday the 27th of June, in Bangor, and con-

tinued in session till Thursday afternoon. Your delegate observed with peculiar

interest the harmony, decorum and fraternal kindness with which the business of

the Conference was conducted, the predominant devotional character of its exer-

cises, and the intelligence and piety of its members.
The reports, discussions, and resolutions of the body, afforded evidence of a

cordial and effectual co-operation in the cause of Christian philanthropy and be-

nevolence, as promoted by the various institutions and agencies of the day. It is

presumed, that in general soundness of theological doctrine, industry, fidelity, de-

votedness to their appropriate work, and whatever constitutes ministerial useful-

ness and respectability, none of the Associations of New England, with which the
General Assembly correspond, surpass the Conference of Maine.
Your delegate was received and treated with great cordiality and courtesy, and

cannot doubt that the continuance of such an official intercourse between the Gen-
eral Assembly and this enlightened body of their Eastern Brethren, will be found
mutually pleasant as well as beneficial. Joseph H. Jones.

Philadelphia, May 6, 1844.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE EVANGELICAL CONSOCIATION
OF RHODE ISLAND.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—The undersigned having been appointed by the General
Assembly of 184:3, as a Delegate to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island,

would respectfully report, that he attended the meeting of said body. It met at

Kingston, R. I., on the 12th of June last. Your delegate was kindly received.

The sessions of the Consociation were characterized by much brotherly love.

Nothing of special interest claimed their attention. The duty and importance of
building up the waste places of their Zion occupied most of their deliberations.

In the prosecution of this great work, a commendable spirit was manifested.

Respectfully, &c. Robert Nall.

Mobile, Ala. April 10, 1844.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED
PROTESTANT DUTCH CHURCH.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—The undersigned appointed by the General Assembly of

1843, a Delegate to the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church,
begs leave to report that he attended to the duty assigned him.
The Synod met in the city of Albany, in June last, and continued in session

nearly two weeks. Your delegate was received by this ancient and venerable

tody with every mark of respect, and rejoiced in the evidence afforded by their

discussions, and by his social intercourse with its members, that we are one in doc-

trine and order, as we are in sympathy and affection. Their venerable President
publicly expressed to him, as your delegate, their unfeigned respect and veneration
for the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and their strong desire that

the bonds of affection, by which we are united, might from year to year draw us
more closely together. You will rejoice to know that this truly evangelical and
orthodox Church is putting forth new and vigorous efforts to send the Gospel to

the heathen, and to extend its boundaries at home, through Home Missionary
efforts. N. Murray.

Elizabethtown, May 1, 1844.

35
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REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF VER-
MONT.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.

Rev. Sir.—The undersigned appointed by the General Assembly of 1843, as a
Delegate to the General Convention of Vermont, would report that he attended

to the duty assigned him.

He was received by the General Convention holding its sessions in the town of
Chester, Vermont, with every mark of courtesy and Christian kindness due from
one branch of the Church of Christ to the representative of another.

From the various reports presented by delegates from the Associations com-
posing the general body, there was gratifying evidence that religion was in a
prosperous and advancing state throughout Vermont; and from the views express-

ed freely by individual and prominent members of the Convention, in connexion
with the official reports from the subordinate bodies, it was manifest that sound re-

ligious views and sound scriptural measures existed very generally in the churches
under the care of that highly respectable body.

Your delegate was not only received with great cordiality, but in response to the

step taken by the General Assembly to resume fraternal official intercourse be-

tween the two bodies, the Convention immediately appointed a delegate to meet
the General Assembly in its sessions of the present year.

With much respect, I remain, Sir, yours, dic.

J. A. Copp.
April 9th, 1844.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL SYNOD OF THE
GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH.

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

The subscriber, who was appointed by the last Assembly a delegate to the Ge-
neral Synod of the German Reformed Church, respectfully reports: That he pre-

sented himself to that body at the commencement of their session, and continued

his attendance until they had closed. He was received in a most kind and bro-

therly manner, and was much gratified at what he saw of the condition and pros-

pects of that rapidly improving branch of the Presbyterian Church in our land.

He took occasion to express to the Synod, the deep interest which our denomina-
tion cherishes in the prosperity of theirs, and his own strong conviction that the time

is coming when on the churches, Presbyterian in their order and Calvinistic in

their doctrines, will devolve, more than ever before, the maintenance of God's

precious truth, against heretics and errorists of every grade. To our sentiments

of affection and interest a cordial response was given, and the Synod seemed to

concur in the opinion expressed of the growing responsibilities to God and man
of the Presbyterian Churches. Your delegate thought it expedient to make some
statement to the Synod concerning our Board of Publication, presenting them with

a copy of the last report of that Board, and a number of copies of their Catalogue.

These were most kindly received, and referred to a committee, on whose report

the Synod distributed the Catalogues among their several classes, and recom-

mended to their ministers "to turn their attention to the publications of our Board."

(See pages 85, 66, Minutes of the German Reformed Synod.) Your delegate would
suggest that the Board of Publication be instructed, in the name of the Assembly,

to present to the Theological Seminary at Mercersburg, a set of their publications.

He believes the gift would be very useful to the students in that institution and
very acceptable to our brethren, and that it may probably have the effect of awak-
ening among their congregations, through the influence of those students when
they go out into the ministry, a demand for our books, which, even on commercial

principles, would manifold repay our Board I'or the donation. In the whole of the

intercourse of your delegate with the Synod, he endeavoured to act in the very

spiritof the resolution of the last Assembly, (Min.page 192,) " That it is the ardent

desire of this Church to maintain friendly and fraternal relations with all evan-

gelical Churches; and especially to be in more close and perfect union with those
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who adopt and maintain our own formularies, or others of kindred spirit and form."

Your delegate begs to be indulged in tlie expression of the opinion that it is

obviously the duty of the Presbyterian churches in this country to act in tiie spirit

of the resolution last quoted. In the Minutes of the meeting of which he has

just spoken, (a copy of which he begs leave to present to the Assembly,) there

appears (pages 24

—

'27) a plan, not of union, but of correspondence, between the

Dutch and German Reformed Churclies. This plan, which it is believed has been
cordially adopted by both those churches, provides for the triennial meeting of a

convention of delegates from botli churches— to be composed of thirty-six ministers

and elders, two-thirds from the German and one-tliird from the Dutch churches:
*' to po.ssess no judicial or legislative powers, but to be purely advisory, in suggest-

ing such measures as shall, with tlie divine blessing, best promote the interests of

religion both at home and abroad."

The first meeting of tliis convention is to take place at Harrisburg, in Pennsyl-

vania, on the second Thursday in August next. Now if your delegate may be

borne with yet further, he would most respectfully suggest whether this is not the

very measure which it is the duty of all the Presbyterian churches in tiie United
States, now to adopti Whilst it preserves to each its identity and its indepen-

dence unimpaired, it opens the way for the cordial co-operation of all in the main-

tenance and propagation of our common principles. For a close union we are

probably not prepared, but this plan of correspondence seems to your delegate to

offer many advantages and to threaten no danger. If the Assembly shall concur

in this opinion, it may be deemed expedient to appoint a committee to confer with

that convention at their meeting in August, and in conjunction with them to agree

on terms of correspondence; to be valid when ratified by the German and Dutch
Synods and the General Assembly. Delegates were appointed by the Synod to

attend your sessions, though the fear was.expressed that from the remoteness of

your present place of meeting it might not be practicable for these delegates to be

present. The nexc meeting of the Synod will be held at Allentown, Lehigh
County, Pa. on the Thursday succeeding the 15th day of October, 1844.

All which is respectfully submitted.

W. M. Atkinson.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW
HAMSPHIRE.

To the Moderator of the General Assembly.*

The undersigned would respectfully report, that in pursuance of the appoint-

ment of the General Assembly he attended the General Association of New Hamp-
shire, and that he was received with Christian kindness by that body, whose ses-

sions were marked with great unanimity of feeling, while the reports from various

portions of the State indicated an increasing desire on the part of the Church to

maintain sound doctrine and order, while cheering evidences of the presence of

the Holy Spirit were presented from various Associations, and also from the Pres-

bytery of Londonderry, which is represented in the General Association of New
Hampshire. John C. Lord.

Buffalo, May 1S44. —

—

THIRTY-SECOXD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT PRINCETON, N. J.

The Directors report to the General Assembly, that at the date of the last

report, the number of students in the Seminary was one hundred and three.

During the year now closed, the {oWowing forty-six students have been received,

viz.

William W. Lord, on certificate from Auburn Theological Seminary.
Chauncey P. Taylor, do. Lane do.

Benjamin T. Phillips, on certificate from Union New York City Seminary.

* Received after the adjoarnment of the Assembly.
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James Byers, licentiate of Truro Presbytery, Nova Scotia.

Theodore L. Cuyler, graduate of New Jersey College, N. J.

A. Alexander Hodge, do.

James H. Lorance, do.

William W. Scudder, do.

Oliver P. Stark, do.

George A. Bowman, do.

Samuel W. Cheney, do.

Abraham Gosman, do.

Jairus C. Searle, do.

Thaddeus Wilson, do.

Shepard Kollock, do.

J. Mains Buchanan, do.

Joseph S. Heacock, do.

Stephen Mattoon, do.

James Merrill, do.

Augustus W. Seeley, do.

Reuben S. Goodman, do.

William H. Goldsmith, do.

Edward B. Bruen, do.

Joseph Mc Murray, do.

Henry J. Vandyke, do.

John Farquhar, do.

James F. Kennedy, do.

Joseph Stevens, do.

Edward F. Stewart, do.

Thomas Thomas, do.

William M. Scott, do.

James Smith, ' do.

Samuel McCulloh, do.

Beverly Tucker Lacy, do.

Samuel B. McPheeters, do.

Charles Phillips, do.

Duncan Sellars, do.

James Park, do.

O. Park, do.

David S. Anderson, do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Bowdoin College, Maine.
Middlebury College, Vermont,
Williams' College, Mass.
Amherst College, Mass.

do.

Wesleyan University, Conn.
Union College, N. Y.

do.

do.

do.

do.

University of New York City, N. Y.
Rutger's College, N. J.

University of Pennsylvania, Pa.

do.

do.

Lafayette College, Pa.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Jefferson College, Pa.

do.

Dickinson College, Pa.
Washington College, Va.

North Carolina University, N. C.

do.

do.

East Tennessee University, Tenn.
Marietta College, Ohio.

Miami University, Ohio.
David R. McCoy, some time member of Washington College, Pa.

William H. Crane, do. New Jersey College, N. J.

Robert L. Anderson, candidate of Presbytery of New Castle.

David Irving, do. do. Western District.

C. W. Webber, do. do. Mubleuburg.
Morse Powell, of the State of New York.

The whole number of students connected with the Seminary during the year
has been one hundred and nineteen. The present number is one hundred and
Jive.

At the close of the year, the students were examined in presence of a commit-
tee of the Board. This examination was continued through five successive days,

and was satisfactory to the committee.
At the close of the examination the Board met, and conferred cerlificates of

having finished the whole course prescribed in the Plan, on the following sixteen

young men, viz. M. S. Culbertson, Richard V. Dodge, Henry L. Doolittle, Thomas
Elcock, George M. Giger, Matthew B. Grier, Slater C. Hepburn, Daniel Johnson,

James Knox, Earl W. Larkin, Augustus W. Loomis, Solomon McNair, N. Grier

Parke, Robert Steel, John W. Sterling, and John Dunlap Wells.

The Committee of Examination reported, that in addition to the above sixteen

young men, John Lloyd and Hugh A. Brown have also finished the whole course

of study prescribed in the Plan, but were necessarily prevented from being present

and passing the final examination. The Board resolved, that the full certificate

should also be conferred on these two young men, in case they are examined by
the professors, and receive their approbation.

The Board are happy to inform the Assembly, that of the class which have just
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finished their course in the Institution, no less than four of its members have
devoted themselves to the China mission, and have been accepted by the Presby-
terian Board of Foreign Missions, and are expected shortly to embark for their

destined stations.

The Board have only further to report, that the term of office of the following
Directors expires during the sessions of ihe present General Assembly, viz.

MINISTERS.

Ashbel Green, D.D.
John M. Krebs, D.D.
Jacob J. Janevvay, D.D.
Henry A. Boardman,
Nicholas Murray, D.D.
John ^. Backus,
William VV. Phillips.

Signed by order of the Board,

John McDowell, Secretary.

Princeton, May 13, 1844.

ELDERS.

James Lenox,
Alexander Henry,
Moses Allen.

AsHBEL Green, President.

THE professors OF THE SEMINARY ARE

Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D. Professor of Pastoral and Polemic Theology.
Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D. Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church Govern-

ment.
Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D. Professor of Exegetical and Didactic Theology.
Rev. Joseph Addison Alexander, Professor of Oriental and Biblical Literature.

THE DIRECTORS OF THE SEMINARY ARE

BISHOPS.

Ashbel Green, D.D.
John M. Krebs, D D.
Jacob J. Janevvay, D.D.
Henry A. Boardman,
Nicholas Murray,
John C. Backus,
W. W. Phillips, D.D.

Gardiner Spring, D.D.
William A. McDowell, D.D.
William Neill, D.D.
William Latta,

William D. Snodgrass, D.D.
Joseph McElroy, D.D.
George W. Musgrave,

John McDowell, D.D.
Benjamin H. Rice, D.D.
W. M. Engles, D.D.
Cornelius C. Cuyler, D.D.
George Potts, D.D.
John Johnston,

John N. Campbell, D.D.

RULING ELDERS.
James Lenox,
Moses Allen,

James N. Dickson.

John T. Woodhull, M.D.
Hugh Auchincloss,

Alexander W. Mitchell, M.D.

Lewis W. R. Phillips,

Matthew L. Bevan,
Andrew Foster.

THE OFFICERS OF THB BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE

AsHBEL Green, D.D., President. I Matthew L. Bevan, Esq., 2d V. Pres't.

Gardiner Spring, D.D., 1st. Vice Pres't. |
John McDowell, D.D., Secretary.

THE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE

I nt LfjS:"ki^: \
bo* founded by Mrs. Martha I. Roy, of N. Y.

3. The Lenox Scholarship, founded by Robert Lenox, Esq. ofNew York.
35*
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4. The Whitehead Scholarship, founded by John Whitehead, Esq, of Burke Co.
Georgia.

5. The Charleston Female Scholarship, founded by the Congregational and
Presbyterian Female Association of Charleston, S. C, for assisting in the educa-
tion of pious youth for the Gospel Ministry.

6. , founded by the first class in the Seminary, in 1819.
7. The Nephew Scholarship, founded by James Nephew, Esq. of Mcintosh Co.

Georgia.

8. The Woodhull Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Hannah Woodhull, of Brook-
haven, Long Island.

9. The Scott Scholarship, founded by Mr. William Scott, of Elizabethtown,
New Jersey.

10. The Van Brugh Livingston Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Susan U. Neim-
cewicz, of Elizabethtown, New Jersey.

11. The Augusta Female Scholarship, founded by the ladies of Augusta, Ga.
12. The Keith Scholarship, founded by Mrs. Jane Keith, of Charlesion, S. C.
13. The Gos7nan Scholarshij), founded by Robert Gosman, Esq., of Upper Red

Hook, New York.
14. The Wickes Scholarship, founded by Eliphalet Wickes, Esq., of Jamaica,

Long Island.

15. The Othniel Smith Scholarship, founded by Mr. Othniel Smith, of Jamaica,
Long Island.

16. The H. Smith Scholarship, founded by Miss H. Smith, of Carmel, Miss.

17. The Anderson Scholarship, founded by Mr. James Anderson, of New York.
18. The Kennedy Scholarship, founded by Mr. Anthony Kennedy, of Frankford,

Pennsylvania.

19. The Colt Scholarship, founded by Rosswell L. Colt, Esq., of Baltimore.

20. The John Keith Scholarship, founded by Mr. John Keith, of Bucks Co. Pa.

21. The Bnudinot Scholarship, founded by the Hon. Elias Boudinot, LL.D., of
Burlington, New Jersey.

22. The ED Scholarship, founded by Mr. Robert Hall, and his sister, Marion
Hall, of Newburgh, Orange County, New York.

23. The Kirkpatrick Scholarship, founded by William Kirkpatrick, Esq., of

Lancaster, Pa.

24. The Stille Scholarship, founded by John Stille, Esq., of Philadelphia.

25. The King Scholarship, founded by Mr. Gilbert King, of Newburgh, Orange
County, New York.

26. The Ralston Scholarship, founded by Robert Ralston, Esq., of Philadelphia.

27. The Benjamin Smith Scholarship, founded by Mr. Benjamin Smith, of

Elizabethtown, New Jersey.

28. The Sweetman Scholarship, founded by the Rev. Joseph Sweetman, of

Charlton, New York.

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, ALLEGHENY CITY, PA.

The Board of Directors of the Western Theological Seminary would respect-

fully report to the General Assembly, that since the last report the following

twenty-four Students have been regularly matriculated, viz.

Samuel P. Bollman, graduate of Jefferson College, Pa.

David R. Campbell,

R. Semple Elliott,

Aaron H. Kerr,

James Gallatin,

A. Otis Rockwell,
John Rowe,
Elliott E. Swift,

Joseph S. Braddock, Washington College, Pa.
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William Ewingf, graduate of Washington College, Pa.

John McFarland, " " "

O. Haymaker Miller, " " "

John H. Moore, " " "

Milo Templeton, » " "

Charles B. Maclay, " Marshall College, Pa.

Enoch W. Skinner, '« " "

Robert P. McPherson, " Dickinson College, Pa.

Lewis L. Conrad, " Hampden Sydney, Va.

William R. Fulton, " Franklin College, Ohio.

James P. Riddle, " " "

John McCoy, " Miami University, Ohio.

M. Branch Price, " Centre College, Ky.
Nelson C. Robinson, " Middlebury College, Vt.

William Speer, " Kenyon College, Ohio.

Also, in attendance during the session, Lewis Burton, a graduate of Allegheny
College, Pa., and Franklin Moore, of Washington College, Pa., in connection with
the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch, and Holmes, of Pennsylvania College, in

connection with the Lutheran Church.
The highest number of Students in attendance upon the studies of the Seminary

during the past year has been fifty-four.

The usual course of studies has been pursued in the Institution during the past
year, but on account of the change in the time of commencing the session, the
rinal examination has not yet taken place, as the session is not closed.

The term of service of the following members of the Board expires during the
present Sessions of the Assembly, viz.

BISHOPS. RULING ELDERS.

Rev. Robert Johnston, Harmar Denny,
" William Jeffery, Alexander Semple,
" C. C. Beatty, D.D. Malcolm Leech.
" Samuel McFarren,
" Loyal Young,
" George Marshall,
" Algernon S. Macmaster.

The Hon. R. C. Grier, elected by the Assembly in 1842, has tendered his re-

signation as a member of the Board; and Samuel Thompson, elected at the same
time, has departed this life; thus leaving two vacancies for one year, to be filled

by the Assembly during its present sessions.

The Faculty in their last report, say, " We record with gratitude the increasing

prosperity of your Institution. Health and peace, and success in study, have for

the most part, eminently characterised this session. The Spirit of Missions is

evidently advancing among us, and two at least of the present Senior Class have
given themselves to the foreign field. We long to see more abundant indications

of God's power and presence in our School; but we thank him and take courage
for what we have; and we pray for a revival of his work in our hearts, that our
labours may be more and more sanctified, and consequently more subservient to the

great interests of the Church and the world."

The Board requet:t an appropriation of $4,000 for the support of the Institution

during the ensuing year.

The Professors report that they have received a number of articles from various

benevolent persons and societies for the use of the Students.

In conclusion: The Board take pleasure in reporting to the Assembly, that the

prospects of the Institution, committed to their care, are more than usually en-

couraging. It is growing in the affections of the people, and promises to be still

more extensively a blessing to the Church and the world.

Signed by order of the Board.

Francis Herron, President.

W. B. McIlvaine, Secretary pro tern.

Pittsburgh, May Idth, 1844.
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THE PROFESSORS OF THE SEMINARY ARE

Rev. David Elliott, D.D., Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology.

Hev. Lewis W. Green, D.D., Professor of Oriental Literature and Biblical Criti-

cism.

Rev. Alexander T. McGill, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church
Government.

THE DIRECTORS OP THE SEMINARY ARE

BISHOPS. RULING ELDERS.

Robert Johnson,

William Jeftery,

C. C. Beatty, D.D. Harmar Denny,

Samuel McFarren, Alexander Semple,

Loyal Young, Malcolm Leech.

Richard Lea,

H. G. Comingo.

David McConaughy, D.D,

A. O. Patterson,

Robert Dunlap, Alexander Laughlin,

A. D. Campbell, D.D. F. G. Bailey,

Noah Gillett, Thomas Kiddoo.

James Culbertson,

Absalom McCready,

Francis Herron, D.D.

E. P. Swift, D.D.

M. Brown, D.D. Robert Wray, M.D.
W. B. Mcllvaine, Benjamin Williams,

John Stockton, Henry Hannen, M.D.

Ebenezer Graham,
James Alexander.

THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD ARE

Francis Herron, D.D., President.

E. P. Swift, D.D., Vice President.

Robert Dunlap, Secretary.

Michael Alien, Treasurer.

ANNUAL REPOKT OF THE UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

The Board of Directors of the Union Theological Seminary report to the General

Assembly that during the past year the following students have been received, viz.

Cyrus K. Caldwell, graduate of Davidson College, North Carolina.

Alexander L. Hogshead, " Washington " Virginia.

James M. Humphreys, candidate of Lexington Presbytery.

David C. Humphreys, " " "

James M. Rice, graduate of Hampden Sydney College, Virginia.

Jacob H. Smith, " Washington College, " —Total 6.

And that the following received certificates of graduation last autumn, viz.

D. B. Black, of Moore county, North Carolina.

R. N. Davis, of Cabarras " "

M. D. Hoge, of Hampden Sydney College, Virginia.

O. D. McNeily, of Mecklenburg county, North Carolina.

James Naylor, of Romney, Virginia.

James T. Paxton, of Rockbridge county, Virginia.
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S. W. Watkins, of Prince Edward county, Virginia.

W. V. Wilson, of Kenawha county, " —Total 8.

Tiiere have been in connexion with the Seminary during the past year thirty-

two students. Tlie present number is twenty-two.

The Board are happy to inform the Assembly that the condition and prospects

of the Seminary continue to be highly encouraging. The s;ralifying diligence

and proficiency of the students warrant the hope of their future usefulness, and

confirm the confidence of the Board in the qualifications and fidelity of their pro-

fessors.

The attention of the Board having been directed by concurrent resolutions of

the Synods of Virginia and North Carolina to the consideration of the expediency

of having but one meeting of the Board in the year, in place of two as heretofore,

the Board have deemed it expedient that there should be but one, and resolved

accordingly, appointing the time of meeting to be on the Tuesday before the fourth

Wednesday of September.

THE rROFESSORS OF THE SEMINARY ARE,

Rev. Samuel B. Wilson, D.D., Professor of Theology.
" Samuel L. Graham, D.D., Professor of Biblical Literature.

" F. S. Sampson, Assistant Teacher.

THE OFFICERS OF THE EOARD ARE,

Rev. Wm. S. Plumer, D.D., President.
" R. BuRWELL, 1st Vice President.
" Wm. H. Foote, 2d Vice President.
" A. Hart, Secretary.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Union Theological Seminary, April 9th, 1844.

A. Hart, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The papers referred to the Committee on Finance by the General Assembly at

its present session, are the following: the report of the Treasurer of the Trustees,

showing the amount of receipts and expenditures for the year ending May 1, 1814

;

an account of the stocks, &c., owned by the Assembly, with a balance sheet from

tiie ledger of the Treasurer of the General Assembly; and also a paper showing
the several items making the cash balance in the hands of the Treasurer.

Upon these documents the Committee respectfully report, that the Treasurer's

account has been regularly audited, and shows a balance in his hands of nine hun-

dred and thirty-seven dollars and sixty-six cents, up to the said first day of May,
1844, which account is herewith returned and marked (A.) The Treasurer's

books are neatly, and so far as we can judge, correctly kept.

The paper marked (B.) is a tabular statement of the investments made by the

Trustees; the par value of the several stocks; the last year's estimate of the value

of each investment, and their respective value on the third day of May inst.

The estimated value of the amount invested in stocks, as reported to the Gene-
ral Assembly of last year, was $63,614 00.

The estimated value of these stocks at this present time, is $78,23.5 50, show-
ing an improvement during the year of -$14,621 .50, but which still falls short of

the par value $46,459 50. We desire, however, to regard the gratifying improve-

ment in our funds, as an evidence of the Divine goodness to us during the past

year.

The paper marked (C.) is a balance sheet from the ledger of the Treasurer of

the General Assembly, and the paper marked (D.) shows the several items making
the cash balance in his hands; and we would recommend that the aforesaid papers
marked A, B, C and D, be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes.
Your Committee is not sufficiently conversant with the state of the stock mar-
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Icet, to make any suggestions to the Assembly in regard to a change in any of its

investments.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Thompson Price,
Geo. R. King,
Geo. Todd,
James C. Edwards,
John W. Scott.

(A.) Referred to in the Report of the Committee of Finance.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The whole amount received by the Treasurer from May 1, 1843, to May 1, 1844,
was $!l0,386 12, making together with .^4,720 82, the balance in the hands of the

Treasurer from the last year, the sum of $15,106 94. The expenditures during

the year have amounted to $!l4,169 28, leaving a balance in the hands of the Trea-
surer at the close of the fiscal year, of nine hundred and thirty-seven dollars and
si.xty-six cents.

The foUowingisanabstract of the several heads of receipts and expenditures:

—

Balance from the last year, -....- $4,720 82
Contingent funds, contributions from churches, &c. - - 900 23
Commissioners' Fund, ...... 716 63
Dividends on bank stocks and interest on mortgages, &-c. - 3,143 90
Special Fund for Princeton Theological Seminary, - - 1,738 89
Rev. J. Eastbuin's Bequest, Dividends, Rents, &c. - - 361 00
Permanent Funds received, paid in, - . - . 3,222 63
Boudinot Fund for Pastors' Libraries, . . ., . 227 34
Professors' Salaries, - - - - - - • 75 50

The expenditures are as follows:

—

Scholarships, interest on principal,

Students' Fund, do. do. - -

Missionary Fund, paid Board of Missions,

Contingent Fund, paid sundries, - - -

Commissioners' Fund, paid Commissioners,

Professors' Salaries, . . - .

Boudinot Fund for Pastors' Libraries,

Boudinot Missionary Fund, - - -

Rev. J. Eastburn's Bequest, paid sundries,

Special Fund, Princeton Theological Seminary,

Permanent Funds invested.

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, May 1, 1844,

M. Newkirk, Treasurer.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1844.

The Committee on Accounts have examined the stocks, bonds and mortgages

in the hands of Matthew Newkirk, Treasurer, and vouchers for moneys paid by

him, and believe the same to be correct, leaving a cash balance of nine hundred

and thirty-seven dollars and sixty-six cents in his hands.

Matthew L. Bevan, 1

James N. Dickson, > Committee on Accounts.

Stephen Colwell, S

$15,106 94
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(C.) Beferred to in the Report

Da. Balance Sheet from the Ledger of the Treasurer of the

Pao-e 40 Merchants' and Manufacturers' Bank of Pittsburgh, - $14,302 92
» " Planters' Bank of Mississippi, .... 11,077 62
" 41 Bank of Louisville, ..... 10,526 25
« " Union Bank of Tennessee, .... 15,26250
« 42 Bank of Mobile, ..... 11,027 50
" " Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank of Wheeling, - - 15,025 00
" 43 Agricultural Bank of Mississippi, - - - 23,70176
» " Planters' Bank of Tennessee, .... 22,10625
» 44 Grand Gulf Rail Road Company, - - 992 47
*• ' Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Rail Road Co. Loan

of 1844, 940 74
«« 45 Mechanics' Bank of Philadelphia, .... 4,82881
" •' Tenth Presbyterian Church, .... 9,277 37
" 46 Solomon Allen, ...... 6,000 00
" " John Colt, 2,500 00
" 47 Josiah Hall, 5,000 00
" 48 Philadelphia Bank Stock, .... 2,000 00
«« " North America Insurance Company Stock, - - 450 00
" 49 Cheltenham and Willow Grove Turnpike Company Stock, 1,000 00
" " Pennsylvania Insurance Company Stock, - - - 800 00
" 50 Pennsylvania Bank Stock, - - - - 400 00
" " United States Bank Stock,..... 1,100 00
" 51 Bank of North America Stock, ... 800 00
" 52 Profit and Loss, ..-.-- 19,320 51

« " Joseph Moore, .... - 2,500 00
« 54 Central Presbyterian Church, .... 5,000 00
" 68 Cash, 937 66

$186,877 36
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of the Committee of Finance. (C.)

Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.

Professorship, Synods of New York and New Jersey,

Professorship, Synods of North and South Carolina and
Georgia, .......

Professorship, Synod of Philadelphia, -

Professorship Oriental and Biblical Literature,

Permanent Fund of the Theological Seminary,
Permanent Missionary Fund, ....
Students' Fund, . - - . .

The Whitehead Scholarship, ....
The Charleston Female Scholarship, ...
The Nephew do. -

The VVoodhuIl do. . - -

The Scott do. -

The Van Brugh Livingston do. . . -

The Augusta Female do. -

The Jane Keith do. ...
The Gosman do. -

The VVickes do. - - -

The Othniel Smith do. -

The H. Smith do. . - -

The Anderson . do. -

The Kennedy do. • .

The Boudinot do. -

The Colt do. . . -

The ED. do. -

The Kirkpatrick do. - - .

The King do. -

The Ralston do. ...
The Fayetteville do. -

The Senior Class, 1819, do. ...
The do. -

The Senior Class, 1823, do. . . .

The Senior Class, 1820 & 21, do. . - . -

The Harmony do. - - -

Boudinot Missionary Fund, ....
Fund for the Conversion of the Jews, -

Fund for Books for Pastors' Libraries,

Rev. Joseph Eastburn's Bequest,
Contingent Fund General Assembly,
Contingent Expenses Board of Trustees,
Commissioners' Fund, - . - . .

Permanent Fund for Indians of North America,

Page 2
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(D.) Referred to in the Report of the Committee of Finance.

The following items make the cash balance in the hands of the Treasurer:

—

Boiidinot Missionary Fund, ..... $17 40
Fund for the Conversion of the Jews, - - - - - 4 04
Fund for books for Pastors' Libraries, - - - - 95 06
Rev. Joseph Eastburn's Bequest, ..... 186 34
Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees, - - - 54 96
Commissioners' Fund, - - - - - - 52 05
Fund for Indians of North America, - - - - 2 58
Contingent Fund of General Assembly, .... 525 23

•S937 66

NINETEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY AT PRINCETON, N. J.

The Trustees report to the General Assembly, that the following is the report

of their Treasurer, James S. Green, Esq., as audited by Solomon Allen and John
J. Bryant, Esqrs., a Committee of the Board appointed for the purpose.

"The Committee to v^hom the accounts of the Treasurer were referred, report

that they have examined the same, with the vouchers, and find that there is in his

hands on general account, the sum of $2,142 57|.
This balance consists of

1. Balance on Education Fund, - - - $1,078 7U
2. Do. Expense Fund, - - - 735 82
3. Do. Contingent Fund, - - - 328 04

$2,142 57i
It appears that the Treasurer has received on the Education fund, which em-

braces the Scholarship?, Students' fund, stock in the Princeton Bank, and the

interest on the bond of S. H. Smith, since the last settlement in May, 1843, the

sum of two thousand six hundred and forty dollars and ninety-lour cents; which
added to the balance due this fund on last settlement, of one hundred and two
dollars and sixteen cents, make the sum of two thousand seven hundred and forty-

three dollars and ten cents. And he has paid, during the same period, to the

students, on the orders of the professors, one thousand six hundred and sixty-four

dollars and thirty-eight cents and a half; leaving, as above stated, the balance in

this fund, of one thousand and seventy eight dollars and seventy-one and a half

cants.

The Treasurer has received on the Expense fund, since the last settlement in

May, 1843, the sum ofone thousand four hundred and forty-two dollars and seven-

ty-five cents and a half; which added to the balance on last settlement, of three

hundred and forty-three dollars and forty-one and a half cents, makes the sum of

one thousand seven hundred and eighly-six dollars and seventeen cents. And he

has paid for servants' wages, insurance, paint, oil, postage, commissions, and other

expenses, one thousand and fifty dollars and thirty-five and a half cents; leaving

a balance of seven hundred and thirty-five dollars and eighty-two and a half cents

due this fund. Among the receipts on this fund is the sum of three hundred and

three dollars and seventy-six cents from the First Church at Baltimore, under the

care of the Rev. Mr. Backus.

The Treasurer has received on the Contingent fund since the last settlement,

the sum of SIX thousand nine hundred and four dollars and ninety-one cents; which
added to the balance on last settlement, often dollars and two cents, makes the

6um of six thousand nine hundred and fourteen dollars and ninety-three cents.

And he has paid to the professors for sahiries, the sum of six thousand five hundred

and eighty-six dollars and eighty-nine cents; leaving a balance of three hundred

and twfnty-eight dollars and four cents due this fund. Among the moneys re-

ceived on this fund is the sum of two hundred dollars, a donation from a gentle-

man belonging to the Presbyterian Church in Duane street. New York, under the

care of Dr. Potts, and intended to form a part of the permanent fund of the Profes-
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sorship of Oriental and Biblical Literature; and the Treasurer requests the direc-

tion of the Board of Trustees as to its invesiment or other dit;position."

The above is the Treasurer's report, regularly audited by the auditing commit-

tee, and approved by the Board. With respect to the donation noticed in the close

of this report, tlie Board passed the fullowing resolution: " Resolved, 'I'hat the

Treasurer be directed, at his discretion, to invest two hundred dollars, contributed

for the Professorship of Oriental Languages."
As most of the permanent funds are in the hands of the Trustees of the General

Assembly, this Board have not the means of stating accurately, what will probably

be the deficiency in the funds necessary for the payment of professors' salaries

throuirh the coming year; but from all the information they have, they have reason

to believe it will be nearly the same as last year. The attention of the G'eneral

Assembly is respectfully called to this subject, that they may in their wisdom
devise tlie necessary means to meet the expected deficiency.

The professors have reported to the Board, tiiat they have received through the

year, for the use of indigent students, the following articles, viz. A box of shirts,

stocks, &c., from the ladies of the Duane street Church, New York; two bundles

of clothing, &c., from the Female Charitable Association of Morris Plains, N. J.;

a box of clothing from the ladies of the First Presbyterian Church in Baltimore;

and a package of clothing from the ladies of the Tenth Presbyterian Church, Phil-

adelphia.

Several valuable additions have been made to the library through the year, by

donations. The following are the donors, with the number of volumes presented

by each, viz.

James Lenox, Esq., New York,

Presbyterian Board of Publication,

Rev. Dr. Cunningham, of Scotland,

Rev. Dr. Burns, do.

Rev. George W. Musgrave, Baltimore,

Stephen Collins, M.D. ....
Rev. Dr. Thomas Smyth, Charleston, S. C.

Anonymous, . - - - -

Total donations, ... - 69 "

In addition to these there have been purchased with moneys received from dupli-

cates sold, eight volumes.
The Board have only further to report, that the building reported last year as

erecting for the library, by James Lenox, Esq., has been finished, and the books
of the library have been removed, and are deposited in it. It is a spacious, conve-

nient, beautiful and noble structure. The friends of the Seminary will here find

ample room for books, which it is hoped many will feel disposed to present. At
least next in importance to able professors, with which the Institution is eminently
favoured, is a large and well selected library.

Signed by order of the Board,
John McDowell, Secretary.

Princeton, May 14, 1844.

THE TRU.STEES OF THE SEMINARY ARE

Rev. James Carnahan, D.D., President.

Lewis W. R. Phillips, Esq., Vice President.

Rev. John McDowell, D.D., Secretary.

Benjamin Strong, James Nelson, Esq.

Dr. John T. WoodhuU, Benjamin McDowell, Esq.

Solomon Allen, Stephen Colwell, Esq.

James Lenox, Reuben Van Pelt,

H. W. Green, Esq, Prof Joseph Henry,
John J. Brvant, Esq. Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D,
Rev. Wm.'W. Phillips, D.D. Rev. Joseph McElroy,
Rev. David Comfort, Rev. Eli F. Cooley,

Rev, Isaac V. Brown, Rev. Nicholas Murray.

Treasurer, James S. Green, Esq., Princeton.

28 vol
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS.

The Committee appointed by the last General Assembly, to raise the sum of

$4,766 20, to supply the anticipated deficiency in the funds necessary for the pay-

ment of the Professors' salaries in the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and to

pay five per cent, on the Scholarships' and Students' Fund, and the permanent Mis-

sionary Fund, beg leave to report

:

That in August last, they addressed a circular letter to two hundred and fifty

congregations in the Synods of Albany, Nevi^ York, New Jersey, and Philadelphia,

asking a remittance for these objects. In the winter, when they found that com-

paratively few congregations had responded to their circular, they called their

attention to the subject, through the Presbyterian.

The following sums have been received through the year, viz.

Presbyteries.

Londonderry.
Ogdensburgf

Congregations.

Oswegatchie 2d,

Amount in each Aroonnt in each
Congregation. Presbytery.

$8 00

Troy,
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Amount, in each Amount in each
Presbyteries. Congregations. Congregation. Presbytery.

Huntingdon, Huntingdon, 25 00
Frankstown, 16 10
Alexandria and Hartzlog, 15 00

56 10
Northumherland.

In addition to the above, the following sums have
been received for the same object.

From Rochester, New York,

Benjamin Strong, Esq., New York,
A friend of the Seminary, - - -

A lady of New^ York,

E. S. M., of New York,

Rev. Dr. J. J. Janeway. New Brunswick, N. J.

The above is a detailed account of the moneys received to supply the deficiency

stated in the minute of the appointment of the Committee. They regret that the

receipts have not reached the amount they were appointed to raise, by $408 54.

They addressed, by a letter to each, post paid, two hundred and fifty congrega-
tions. Of these only seventy-five have responded, and sent in collections. The
Committee understand that there will be a deficiency next year nearly equal to

the last. It does not belong to the Committee to recommend any plan for raising

this deficiency. They state facts, and leave it to the wisdom of the Assembly to

devise plans to meet the exigency presented by these facts.

Signed in behalf of the Committee, and by their order,

John McDowell, Chairman.
Philadelphia, May 16, 1844.

20 GO
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the Bible and the truth which it contains are unchangeable, yet human composi-

tions, sucli as our Confession of Faith undoubtedly is, are not infallible, but may
err; and when any such error in the expression of truth is discovered, it ought to

be corrected in an orderly manner. . This was certainly the opinion of the Synod
of New York and Philadelphia when they adopted the Constitution of the Church.

That Synod in the adopting act inserted a provision which allows that "two-
thirds of the Presbyteries may propose alterations or amendments, which shall be

valid \i subsequently enacted by the General Assembly." Digest, p. 123. So far

only as this embraces Constitutional Rules, this provision has been changed; but in

every other respect remains in full force. It is insufficient to allege that it has
been forgotten and become obsolete; for it has always been on the Records, and
was published in the Digest in 182 >, and it would be exceedingly unsafe to allowr

organic enactments thus to be overlooked and lost.

It is conceived, therefore, that this method of proceeding is constitutional and is

still in force, and should also be strictly observed. Likewise this resolution of the

Synod should be prefixed to all future editions of the Confession of Faith.

Respecting the subject of these Overtures, they offer the following views.

The Overtures before the last General Assembly, and referred to this Com-
mittee, came from two Synods and five Presbyteries, and deserve serious atten-

tion, as expressing the opinion of a respectable portion of the Church. They pro-

pose that the last sentence only, may be stricken from the fourth section of the

twenty-fourth chapter of the Confession of Faith. The sentence is this—" The
man may not marry any of his wife's kindred nearer in blood than he may of his

own, nor the woman other husband's kindred nearer in blood than of her own."

—

And the reference directs the attention of the Committee to two questions, first,

Shall this sentence be stricken out?— second. If this is improper, shall an amend-
ed form of this section be proposed to the Presbyteries'?

This being the nature of the reference, and no change of the first sentence of

this section having been proposed, the Committee think that it is not vviihin their

province to inquire whether Lev. xviii. 6—18, and Lev. xx. 11, 12, 14, 17, 20, 21,

relate to marriage; or whether this law, if it relate to marriage, is obligatory

under the Christian dispensation; or whether those marriages which are contrary
to this law are to be deemed criminal, and worthy of ecclesiastical censure. All

these questions are so plainly determined in the first sentence of this section,

either by its express terms or by necessary implication, and by its reference to

Scripture proofs, and likewise in the Directory, chapter xi. section 3, that nothing
need be said respecting them, unless it were proposed to expunge the whole sec-

tion. And we apprehend very iew would be prepared to advocate such a pro-

posal.

The first question then is, Shall the last sentence of the section be stricken

out] We think not, for the following reasons.

1. The first sentence of this section, and the third section of the eleventh chap-
ter of the Directory make consanguinity and affinity the grounds of prohibition of
marriage with equal distinctness and certainty; but the sentence in question only
decides that one form of affinity, which it specifies, is a reason why marriage
should not be contracted between those who are thus related.

2. In the Confession and Directory, (same quotations,) the degree of relation-

ship, both in consanguinity and affinity, is made the measure of the extent to

which the prohibitions extend ; and thus the question is decided whether only
those cases which are specified in express terms are within the scope of the law, or

whether it embraces all those which are of the same nature. And with this deci-

sion the principle of this sentence perfectly accords; so that it would be a plain

inconsistency to retain the one, and strike out the other. This inconsistency

would be the more manifest when it was seen that other cases of affinity no nearer
in degree, nor more culpable in their nature, were left under the operation of
the law.

3. The repeal of this clause would be an uncertain and indirect method of de-

ciding the question in controversy. For, although it would seem that by removing
from the Confession a specific prohibition, the question in dispute would be deter-

mined, and opinion be obtained that such marriages are lawful; yet there would
really be no direct expression of opinion in the case.

4. Therefore, the repeal of this clause would neither decide the controversy,
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nor remove the difficulties which occur in adjudicating cases which arise. Those
who hold the doctrine of this clause would still maintain the same opinion, and
appeal to the first sentence of the section and the Scriptures in support of their

belief. So, also, in the judicatories, the samQ use would be made of these autho-

rities, and the same decisions would be made on cases that might occur, as if no
change had been produced by striking out this sentence.

5. The doctrine of this clause, as well as of the first sentence, it is apprehend-

ed, can easily be shown to be sustained by the Levitical law. The doctrine is,

that if marriage in a specified case of relationship is forbidden in express terms,

then the prohibition extends, " by good and necessary consequence," (Confession

of Faith, chapter i. section 6,) to all other cases of similar and equal relationship.

A man is forbidden to marry his mother. Does not this prohibition certainly apply

to the mother in respect of her being married to her son, and to a father marrying
his daujihter, and a daughter her father? Also in relationships by affinity, if a

man may not take his paternal uncle's wife, may he take his maternal uncle's

wife'! The doctrine is sound and scriptural, and may be safely applied to all cases

within the prescribed rule. Nor can the opposite principle be applied without

manifest inequality and inconsistency. If this statement of the principle is true,

its application in the case before us is obvious.

6. In the Levitical law of marriage, the prohibitions are as numerous, and as

perfectly cover all cases that can arise, in affinity as in consanguinity. By one
method of reckoning there are six cases, and by another seven of each. Thus it

appears that it was the intention of the Lawgiver to impose like restraints in both

kinds of relationship. This is true, likewise, in affinity, by a husband or wife, as

by a parent or child.

7. The Levitical law extends the prohibition of marriage to the same degrees

in both cases. It prohibits marriage with a granddaugiiler and a wife's grand-

daughter, an aunt and an uncle's wife, a sister and a sister-in-law; that is, in the

superior and inferior relations the second degree is included, and in the equal only

the first, by the necessity of the case, in both consanguinity and affinity. Here,
again, relationship by a husband or wife is placed under the full force of the pro-

hibition, of which there is a remarkable exemplification in Lev. xx. 14. And, be-

sides, it is pertinent to inquire if, on this principle, marriage with an uncle's wife

or a brother's wife is forbidden, what substantial reason can be assigned for regard-

ing a wife's aunt, or sister, or even niece, as excepted and favoured cases?

For these and similar reasons the Committee are of the opinion that the clause

before us ought not to be erased.

The chief difficulty which has been felt in deciding those cases which have
been adjudicated under this law, lies in the interpretation of it, and particularly

of the clause under consideration. This has been understood as dec'aring that all

those who have entered into matrimony contrary to the decision expressed in this

clause, cannot lawfully live together as husband and wife. If this be its meaning,

then they must separate or be excommunicated; and if this doctrine be sustained

by the word of God, the section ought not to be amended or altered.

But if we may understand the last sentence of section four, as being a decision

of the question. Is it right accordinir to the word of God that a man should marry
his wife's rel.itions nearer in blood than he may of his own? then it does not deter-

mine they must separate or be perpetually excluded from communion, and this

practical question must be decided on other grounds. And in favour of this inter-

pretation it may be alleged—
1. The last sentence is no otherwise connected with the first, than by Juxtapo-

sition and the nature of the general subject; and it does not declare that conjugal

cohabitation is so incestuous that the parties must separate.

2. It is a general rule of interpreting law, especially criminal law, that the

meaning must be taken from the express terms used, or necessary implication

showing certain intention; or in other words, that it is understood favourably to

the pfirty accused.

3. Such has been the construction of this clause which has been practically

adopted by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, and by the General Assem-
bly, in a great majority of the cases which have been determined, from the begin-

ning until now. It is not remembered that in any instance ihe decision has been

of the contrary nature, except in those cases which had been decided and the par-
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ties had been excluded from communion by the inferior judicatory, unless in the

case of a man's marrying his wife's daughter.

4. The Levitical law makes a plain and certain distinction between lineal and
collateral affinity, in those te.\ts which are given in the Scripture proofs, Lev. xx.

12, 14,20, 21 ; in the former class of cases appointing death as the penalty, but in

the latter declaring that they shall "die," or "be childless." Whatever may be

the precise import of this language, it cannot be alleged that there is here as in

the other cases, a commandment to put the parties to death. And if the Levitical

law makes this distinction, should not the Christian Church, which acknowledges
the obligation of that law as moral in its import, be governed by it in this respect

also'?

The Committee therefore conclude this Report by respectfully submitting to the

consideration of the Assembly the following resolutions.

1. Resolved, That it is not expedient to send to the Presbyteries the Overture
which proposes to strike from the Confession of Faith the last sentence of chapter

xxiv. section 4.

2. Resolved, That the General Assembly express their decided disapprobation

of such marriages as are contemplated in this clause, and advise those persons in

our Church, ministers especially, who are authorised to solemnize marriage, that

they ought not to officiate on such occasions.

3. Resolved, That marriage between those persons who are related by colla-

teral affinity, within the prohibited degrees, although it should always be regard-

ed as censurable, does not necessarily infer the highest church censure; but the

parties may be rebuked and admonished, or otherwise censured, as the circum-
stances of each case may require.
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STANDING RULE.

In the Minutes of the General Assembly for the year 1821, is the following' im-

portant rule which was adopted by the Assembly. " An overture from the Synod
of North Carolina was received and read, and is as follows: viz.

Whereas the General Assembly is the highest and most important judicatory of

the Presbyterian Church; and whereas to obtain the Divine blessing on that judi-

catory must appear to every Christian of our denomination, to be a matter of the

utmost moment ; therefore,

Resolved, That this Synod do respectfully suggest to the General Assembly the

propriety of recommending to all the churches under their care, to observe annu-
ally, the afternoon or evening previous to the meeting of that body, as a season of

special prayer to Almighty God for his blessing; that he would of his infinite

mercy condescend to superintend and direct all their measures, deliberations and
decisions; so that all may redound to the promotion of His own glory, and the

general prosperity of that particular Church to which we belong.

TO THE STATED CLERKS OF SYNODS.

It is the duty of the Stated Clerks of the respective Synods, to send up to the

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, an annual report, stating in brief, the num-
ber of Presbyteries, ministers, churches, licentiates, and candidates within their

bounds, and particularly all changes which may have been made in the arrange-

ment of Presbyteries. By the Assembly of 1841 (see p. 425,) it has been made
their duty also to transmit to the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, the time and

place of meetings of their respective Synods.
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NAMES OF THE MODERATORS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

A. D. 1789
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STATED CLERKS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

A. D. 1788, * Rev. George Duffield, D.D.
1790, Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D. L.L.D.
1803, Rev. Philip Milledoler, D.D.
1806, * Rev. Nathaniel Irwin.

1807, Rev. Jacob Jones Janeway, D.D.
1817, Rev. William Neill, D.D.
1825, Rev. Ezra Styles Ely, D.D.
1836, Rev. John McDowell. D.D.
1840, Rev. William M. Engles, D.D.

PERMANENT CLERKS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

A. D. 1802, * Rev. Nathaniel Irwin.

1807, * Rev. John Ewing Latta.

1825, Rev. John McDowell, D.D,
1837, Rev. John M. Krebs, D.D.

* Deceased.

REGULATION RESPECTING THE MINUTES.

Adopted by the Assemblies of 1836 and 1837, and directed to be re-published in

the Appendix to the Minutes.

"Each Presbytery shall forward to the Treasurer, for the Contingent Fund of

the Assembly, at or before the meeting of tire Assembly in each year, a sum equal

\.o fifty cents for each member of the Presbytery, and for any licentiate or other

person who shall desire the Minutes, and whose post-office address shall be given.

And the Stated Clerk shall not forward the Minutes to the members of any Pres-

bytery from which no such remittance shall be made, but only to the Stated Clerk

of such PrcBbytery, and to such members as shall forward the sum above stated."
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EOAEDS OF THE TEESBYTEllIAN CHURCH.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Abstract of the Seventh Annual Report of the Preshyterian Board of
Foreign Missions, May, 1844.

Finances.—The receipts from all sources, in the j'ear ending May 1, 1844,

amount to $74,374.07—of which $3000 were received from the American Bible

Society, and $3300 from the American Tract Society. The balance against the

Board last year was $65.42, and of the special donations for the China Mission,

$435.5.63 remain unexpended, leaving for the use of the current expenditures of

the year, (exclusive of the Bible and Tract donations,) $63,653.02. The expen-

ditures of the year were $63,853.14—showing a balance against the Treasury of

$200.12.
Publications.—The circulation of the Missionary Chronicle has somewhat

diminished ; that of the Foreign Missionary has increased to about fifteen thousand.

[The falling off in the patronage of the former periodical appears to have occur-

red chiefly in those parts of the country in which the Foreign Missionary has but

a very limited support. This fact shows that the two works do not interfere with

each other, materially, in their circulation. The decrease in the patronage of

the Chronicle, (amounting to about four hundred copies in the last three years,

the present number distributed being four thousand seven hundred copies,) is

greatly to be regretted.]

Agencies.—During the greater part of the year three agents were employed,

the Rev. Messrs. Candee, Hall, and Quay. Mr. Candee's agency includes the

Western and South-western Synods. Mr. Hall laboured in the Synod of Phila-

delphia until the first of February, and Mr. Quay in the Synod of Pittsburgh until

the 30th of April. The usual agency services have been performed by the officers

at the Mission House.

The Rev. W. H. Foote is the Corresponding Secretary and General Agent of

the Central Board of Missions.

New Missionaries.—Five ordained ministers, one physician, one printer, and

one teacher, have received appointments from the Board as missionaries. Their

names and designation will appear in connexion with the several Missions; and

five ordained missionaries, it is expected, will sail for China in the present

summer.
Mission to Texas.—The supervision of missionary operations in this field of

labour having been transferred by the General Assembly to the Board, two addi-

tional appointments have been made, and the Rev. W. C. Blair, at Victoria, the

Rev. H. Wilson, at Independence, and the Rev. J. J. Henderson, at Galveston,

now sustain a missionary relation to the Church. Another appointment has been

authorized at Houston. This new and rapidly-growing country is contemplated

with increasing interest. Its resources are capable of great development ; and

its relations to our own States on the East, and to Mexico on the South-west, give

a peculiar importance to its position. The foundations of civil and religious insti-

tutions are now to be laid, and those engaged in this great work are our country-

men and our brethren ; many of them are membersof our own communion. They
are struggling with the embarrassments of a newly settled country, and would
receive cordially, as they greatly need, our assistance. The present is the seed-

time of a great and blessed harvest, and we sincerely hope that the Board will be

enabled greatly to enlarge its operations in this field of labour.

Mission to the Creek Indians.—The Rev. R. M. Loughridge, and Mr. W. W.
Crawford, are the missionaries of the Board among this large tribe of Indians.

The Rev. E. McKinney joined this mission in the early part of the year, but after-

wards, with the advice of the Executive Committee, he accepted the appointment

of Superintendent of an important Academy among the Choctaws, whose terri-

tories adjoin those of the Creeks, where his missionary duties can be prosecuted
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under favourable circumstances. At the Creek station a dwelling house, and
small school house have been erected, a school commenced, and religious services

performed on the Sabbath. Additional buildings are required, and funds not only

for their erection but for the support of a boarding school, without which the in-

fluence of this most encouraging mission will be seriously restricted, and the

hopes of the Indians sadly disappointed. Surely these facts will call forth the

ready liberality of the people of God.

Mission to the Iow^a and Sac Indians.—The Rev. W. Hamilton, Mr. S. M.
Irvin, teacher, and Mr. F. Irvin, farmer, continue at the station among the lowas.

Their school contains fifty-five scholars ; a small printing press has been con-

nected with the mission, at which a Hymn Book and some elementary works have
been printed. The Indians of this tribe are anxious to have provision made for

the education of their children in a manual labour boarding school, towards which
they have appropriated $2000. A further sum of about $1000 is required to erect

suitable buildings, and to provide apparatus, &c. The funds of the Board have
not been sufficient to authorize this appropriation, though no doubt can be enter-

tained of the importance of the proposed institution—of which the influence would
be the greater, because other tribes would probably avail themselves of its benefits.

Indeed, the failure to establish such an institution may be attended with disastrous

effects on the welfare of the Indians, by discouraging a rising spirit of improve-

ment among them. Without such improvement, their greater debasement and
eventual extinction seem inevitable.

Mission to the Chippewas and Ottawas.—The Rev. P. Dougherty, and Mr.
H. Bradley continue to labour at the station on Grand Traverse Bay, Michigan,

and their labours have been attended with continued encouragement. A church
building has been erected, chiefly by the labour of the Indians, the members of

the Church are now twenty-three in number, and others are inquiring the way of

salvation. The school contains fifty-one scholars. A Chippewa Primer of eighty-

four pages has been compiled by Mr. Dougherty, and printed, and other works are

in progress. The general improvement of these Indians is highly gratifying.

Mis.sioN TO West Africa.—Stations at Settra Kroo, among the natives, and at

Monrovm and Sinoe, among the colonists; missionaries, the Rev. Messrs. Eden,
Wilson, and Priest; W. McDonough, and Cecilia Vantyne, teachers, all persons

of colour, and Mrs. Sawyer. There are two native teachers at Settra Kroo.

The death of the Rev. R. W. Sawyer, on the 1st of last December, is regarded

as a heavy affliction to the mission; but his work was finished, and he has received

his reward. Mrs. Wilson was called to her rest soon after reaching Monrovia.

Messrs, Eden and Wilson are labouring chiefly among the colonists; the school at

Monrovia, contains upwards of sixty scholars, and the Church about thirty mem-
bers. The mission among the Kroos has been attended with much encourage-

ment, with the exception of the sad bereavement of the mission family. About
forty scholars are instructed and supported in the boarding school. It was intend-

ed to form another station at Nanna Kroo, a few miles from the present station,

but this measure has been deferred on account of Mr. Sawyer's death. The Report

mentions the favourable influence of the visit made to Settra Kroo by the United

States squadron under Commodore Perry, and the missionaries express their grate-

ful sense of his kindness. The resolution of Mrs. Sawyer to continue at her sta-

tion, will call forth many prayers on her behalf; she pleads earnestly for the help

of more missionaries. Extracts from her letters are given in the Report, which
cannot fail to be read with deep interest. General considerations are also advert-

ed to in the Report, touching the duty and mode of prosecuting this mission, which
cannot be abridged for this brief statement.

Missions in North India.—Lodiana Mission.—Stations at Lodiana, Saharun-

pur, Sabathu, and Merat, cities in the North-Western part of India, of which the

most remote is Lodiana, near the Sutlej. one thousand one hundred and seventy

miles from Calcutta; missionaries, the Rev. Messrs. J. Newton, J. R. Campbell,

J. Porter, J. M. .Tamieson, J.Caldwell, and L. Janvier, Mr. R. Morris, printer, and

Mr. J. Craig, teacher; G'olok Nath, native licentiate, and several native assistants;

the Rev. W. S. Rogers and family have returned to this country on account of the

health of Mrs. Rogers; Dr. W. Green, owing to the failure of his health, has also

returned.

The station at Sabathu will probably be relinquished, for reasons stated in the
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Report; and a new station has been formed at Merat, a large town, sixty miles

Bouth of Saharunpiir.

Allahabad Mission.—The station at Allahabad is four hundred and seventy-five

miles North-West of Calcutta, oti the river Ganges ; missionaries, the Rev. Messrs.

J. Wilson, J. Warren, J. E. Freeman, J. Owen, and J. Wray; several native

assistants. The Rev. J. H. Morrison has returned to this country on account of

his health, after having suffered a painful loss, in the death of Mrs. Morrison, at

Calcutta.

Furrukhabad Mission.—This mission occupies a part of the country situated at

nearly an equal distance from each of the other missions in India, having stations

at Futtehgurh, on the Ganges, about seven hundred and fifty miles from Calcutta,

Furrukhabad, a large city, of which Futtehgurh may be considered the port, or

landing-place on the river, and Mynpoorie, a city forty miles distant. This last

mentioned station was formed during the year now reported. Missionaries, the

Rev. Messrs. H. R. W^ilson, J. L. ScoLt, J. C. Rankin, W. H. McAuley, and J. J.

Walsh; Miss Vanderveer, teacher; Gopee Nath Nundy, native licentiate, and
other native assistants. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh joined this mission during the last

year.

The usual duties of the missionaries connected with these missions, have been
prosecuted during the year with unabated vigour—the Gospel has been preached

at various stations, and at numerous cities and villages during journeys made for

that purpose; schools have been conducted, and the press employed as in former

years; and the blessing of God has not been withheld. About twenty-eight scho-

lars are connected with boarding schools under the care of the Lodiana mission,

forty with the High School at Lodiana, and thirteen with a similar school at Saha-

runpur. There are small churches at these stations, and Golok Nath, a native

candidate for the ministry, under the care of the Presbytery of Lodiana, received

license to preach the gospel. In the Hindustani, Hindi, and Panjabi languages,

47,650 copies, or 4,055,850 pages, of different works were printed. The schools

connected with the Allahabad mission contain forty-three boarding pupils, and
about one hundred and fifty day scholars; the Church received several new mem-
bers during the year, and lost some by removal to other places, and three by dis-

cipline; from the press, 69,930 copies, or 4,263,840 pages were issued, of various

works in Hindi, Urdu, and English. In the schools under the care of the Furruk-
habad mission, between two hundred and three hundred scholars are receiving

instruction, of whom upwards of one hundred are orphan children. Several of

these orphans have been admitted to the communion of the Church, and the Pres-

bytery of Furrukhabad have licensed Gopee Nath Nundy to preach the gospel.

These instances of pious natives, received as probationers for the gospel ministry,

after due examination by the Presbyteries, serve to illustrate the happy adaptation

of our scriptural order to missionary operations among the heathen, and they may
be regarded as a pledge or earnest of a suitably qualified native ministry, the want
of which is the greatest defect in the means now employed for the conversion of

the Hindus.
Mission to Sxam.—The station at Bangkok is occupied by the Rev. W. P. Buel,

and before this time, it is hoped, by the Rev. R. Q,. Way, who sailed with his wife

for this field of labour last November. The duties and prospects of this mission

do not diflfer materially from what was reported last year. The mission continues

to be one of much interest, and presents a strong appeal to the Church for the help

of fervent prayer.

Mission to China.—The Rev. W. M. Lowrie, Dr. J. C. Hepburn, and Dr. B.

McCartee, and Mr. R. Cole, printer, with Mrs. Hepburn and Mrs. Cole, are now
engaged in this mission, Dr. McCartee and Mr. and Mrs. Cole having sailed for

China in October last. The Rev. T. L. McBryde and family have returned on
account of health. The Rev. Messrs. J. Lloyd, M. S. Culbertson, A. W. Loomis,

and A. P. Happer have recently sailed for this field, and Mr. H. A. Brown will

eoon follow.

Stations are contemplated at Hon^ Kong, Amoy, and Ningpo or Sanghai. The
report gives full statements respecting the claims of this mission, and tiie manner
of conducting it, which the infirmation now before the Board appears to render

expedient; with extracts from the communications of the missionaries. These
Blatements will carry to every mind a loud and earnest appeal to be up and doing

37*
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in the work of God in China. The vast population of that country; their affecting

state, " v/ithout God, and without hope in the world ;" their critical condition under
their new relations to the other nations of the earth; the open doors of usefulness;

and the freedom of the Chinese from caste, prejudice, and priestly control; these

and other considerations cannot be weighed by any mind without producing a feel-

ing of obligation, strong as the sanctions of religion, and a feeling of hope and
encouragement, which combine to arouse and to animate the Church to put forth

her best energies for the salvation of this people. It is hoped that the China mis-

sion will receive a generous and cordial support, worthy of the great work to be
done, worthy of the Church, and acceptable to God, whose blessing alone can
crown with success the efforts of his people to promote his cause among men.
The report concludes with briefly referring to the general aspects of the mis-

sionary work at home and abroad, as conducted by the Presbyterian Church. It

is distinctly stated, that the system of operations is too large for the means now
given by the churches for its support; and the suggestion is made, of giving up
or reducing some of the missions, if a larger support be not extended to them.
This sad measure cannot be too much deprecated, whether we consider its influ-

ence on the interests of the Church, or on the destiny of multitudes of our pagan
fellow-men. The growing interest among the churches in the work of missions,

awakens the hope that this dire calamity will be averted. There is certainly an
increasing missionary zeal in our body, though it has not kept pace with the

widening spheres of usefulness opened before the Church through her noble mis-

sions. Slore love for Christ is needed, deeper concern for the heathen, greater

self-denial, larger views of duty and privilege, stronger faith, a more fervent spirit

of prayer. Let the piety of Christians be thus elevated and expanded, and the

wants of dying men will not be neglected.
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BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS.

Abstract of the Annual Report for 1S44.

During the past year, the work committed to the Board of Missions has been
prosecuted with diligence, and with encouraging success. God has smiled on the

efforts of his Church to extend the influence of a pure Gospel through our land;

the field of operation has been enlarged ; the number of faithful workmen has been

increased; new and important stations have been occupied; the boundaries of the

Church have been extended, and the cause has silently, but steadily advanced.

The whole number of missionaries in commission during the year has been three

hundred and sixteen, and the number of congregations and missionary stations

supplied, has not been less than Jiine hundred. One hundred and ninety-four

of the mis-ionaries were in commission at the commencement of the year, and one

hundred and twenty two have t^een new appointments during the year; this is the

highest number of missionaries the Board have reported, and the number of sta-

tions supplied is largely in advance of any former year. Forty-one are entered

on our list as Itinerant missionaries; a much larger number have, however, done
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the work of Itinerants, and a considerable proportion of the whole number have
supplied several stations, and extended their labours over large districts; the

whole field occupied has been considerably extended during the year.

There have been added to the churches, so far as reported, on examination, two
thousand six hundred and eighty-eight ; on certificate, twelve hundred and sixty-

eight ; making a total of three thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. Were the

reports on tiiis subject full, the whole number would be over four thousand. Not
less than sixty new churches have been organized, and about seventy houses for

worship have been erected.

We are able to give only a partial report of the number of Sabbath schools, and
Bible and Catechetical classes. The number reported exceeds eight hundred,
embodying in them not less than twentyfive thousand children and youth.

The Temperance cause has steadily advanced in all portions of the missionary

field, and its influence has been most salutary. Much time has been devoted by
the missionaries to pastoral visitation and family instruction, and in very many
instances, their labours in this department have been signally owned and blessed

of God. The monthly concert for prayer has been generally observed, and weekly
prayer meetings have been established and maintained wherever it has been found
practicable.

The reports of the missionaries furnish pleasing evidence of increasing interest

felt and manifested by our mission churches in the spread of the gospel through
our own land, and through the world, and it is an interesting fact, that very few
of these churches, poor and feeble as they are, have failed to raise something for

the missionary cause.

Religious tracts and books have been extensively circulated by the missionaries,

and it is believed have done much good. The books and tracts of our Board of

Publication are much needed, and greatly desired by the missionaries. These
valuable publications are admirably suited to correct the evils which prevail to an
alarming extent in most of the destitute portion of our country, and to diff'use a
healthful influence by the diff'usion of light and truth. An incalculable amount
of good, it is believed, might be accomplished by the circulation of these works
through our whole missionary field, and it is worthy of consideration, whether at

the present crisis the Church is not called upon to make a strong effort to furnish

all her missionaries, who need them, with a full supply of these valuable works.

The past year has not been marked with so many signal revivals of religion as

the preceding; this has been the case with the churches generally. Our mission

churches, however, have not been left without revivals, and precious revivals; a

few of our stations have been visited with copious outpourings of God's Spirit,

while a much larger number have been blessed with a divine influence, silently,

but constantly operating, and making effectual God's appointed means for strength-

ening and sanctifying his people, and for the conversion of sinners. And although

it is not our privilege to report numerous and powerful revivals of religion, nor
very large accessions to the churches, we have abundant evidence that the labours

of the Church, in ihis important department of her work, have not been in vain in

the Lord. The field has been extended, much important new ground has been
occupied; the cause has taken deeper and firmer root; and from a careful exami-
nation of the reports of our missionaries, we are firmly persuaded, that in no single

year of our existence as a Church in this land, has an equal amount of permanent
good been accomplished by our missionary efforts, as during the past year.

Funds.—The whole amount of funds at the disposal of the Board during the

year, including some small sums in the possession of a few of the Presbyteries,

exceeds forty-one thousand dollars, and the amount paid out, including also some
small sums paid by some of the Presbyteries, exceeds thirty-seven thousand dollars.

The balance in the Treasury when the year closed was about three thousand dol-

lars; this balance is however rather nominal than real, as checks have been issued

for nearly or quite the whole amount; and drafts are already due, which will re-

quire immediately a considerable additional sum to meet.

The whole amount received during the year exceeds what was received the last

year, by about six thousand dollars; and as the Board have had but few agents in

the field, and have incurred but small expense in the collection of funds, the great

amount of the whole has been expended in the support of missionaries.

The expenditures of the year have been increased, not only by an increase in
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the whole numher of missionaries, but also by a large extension of the field of

operation, and by the occupation of a number of new and very important stations.

The number of itinerant missionaries has more than doubled, and many additional

stations have been occupied, and new missions are always, and necessarily attend-

ed with large expense.

The amount of funds received, although considerably in advance of the preced-

ing year, has fallen far short of what the exigencies of our country, and the in-

terests of the cause have imperatively demanded. Had sufficient funds been fur-

nished in due season, a number of our best and most devoted missionaries would
Lave been spared much painful anxiety, and severe suffering; the Church might
have had a still larger number of able workmen in the field ; many other important

stations might have been occupied; and with God's blessing, a large additional

amount of good might have been accomplished.

The engagements of the Board for the current year are already very large, and
it is quite certain the demand for missionaries, and for pecuniary aid will be much
greater than it has ever yet been. The great extent of our country, and the

rapid increase, and constant spreading of our population, must of necessity con-

tinue to increase the demand for missionaries and missionary aid. This demand,
we believe, should be met. It is unquestionably the plain duty of the Presbyterian

Church, to the full extent of her ability, to occupy every important point which
God in his providence opens to her labourers; and until this is done, and fully

done, our Church will not have accomplished her whole duty in this matter. That
the Church is abundantly able, without lessening at all her contributions to any
other good object, and without the slightest sacrifice to any of her members, to

double her contributions to Domestic missions, cannot be doubted by any one who
will soberly look at a few facts. The whole number of churches which have con-

tributed to this object through the Board during the past year, certainly does not

exceed eight hundred. The number is probably less than that, and this includes

our mission churches, in most of which something has been done. Making all due
allowance for contributions made through other channels, we are safe in saying,

that not less than one thousand of our churches have taken no part in the work of

spreading the gospel through our land, so far as missionary operations are con-

cerned. And in the churches which have contributed, or in most of them, we are

well assured, that it is only necessary the pastor and officers of the church, should

feel an interest, and use a very little well-directed effort in order greatly to increase

the contributions.

We say then to the pastors and churches, to meet present demands, and enable

your Board of Missions to carry forward efficiently the work committed to them,
will require an immediate and large increase in the contributions of the churches.

Funds are needed now, to pay what is due the missionaries; and the prospective

operations of the Board must necessarily be influenced by the promptness and
liberality of the churches—in furnishing the requisite means. Will the churches
wake up to the importance of this work, and to the imperative necessity oi united,

prompt, and liberal action ?

Office of tlie Board, No. 29 Sansom street, Philadelphia.

All letters relating to Missionary appointments and other operations of the

Board, should be addressed to the Rev. VVilliam A. McDowell, D.D., Correspond-

ing Secretary, No. 29 Sansom street, Philadelphia.

Donations and Subscriptions, may be sent to the Rev. Thomas Hoge, Treasurer,

No. 29 Sansom street, Philadelphia: to Messrs. Bailey &. Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., to

William Garvin, Esq., Louisville, Kentucky, and also to the Mission House,
New York.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Abstract of the Annual Report of the Board of Education, pre-

sented to the General Assembly, May, 1844.

Besides their own officers, the Board have enjoyed the gratuitous assistance of

more than forty ministers, in temporary agencies, for the purpose of laying the

cause of Education before all the churches in our connexion; and yet more than

half of the number contributed nothing to the object. As the agency thus employ-

ed was gratuitous, it shows that the difficulty is not in tlie expense of " paid

agents," but in the state of the churches themselves, and in the unwillingness of

their officers to permit the several sciiemes of benevolence to be presented to the

people. The Board therefore urge upon the attention of the Assembly two points;

first, to secure the instruction of the people from the pulpit on the origin, history,

and claims of the several schemes of benevolence; and secondly, the formation of

some simple and effectual plan to secure personal application to all our members
for contributions for their support.

In regard to candidates, the Board have been signally blessed. The number of

new candidates received during the last year has been ninety-nine, making the

whole number within the year four hundred and eight; and the whole number
from the organization of the Board, one thousand four hundred and twenty-
nine. Of the present number there were

In their Theological course, . . - - .

In twenty-four Colleges, .....
In twenty-nine Academies, .....
Under private tuition, .-----
Teaching temporarily, ....--

Total, - - 408
The reports of auxiliaries were unusually defective in consequence of the re-

moteness of the Assembly ; otherwise these numbers would have been considera-

bly larger.

Thirty-nine beneficiaries have finished their studies; the great majority of

whom have gone into the missionary ''eld, either abroad or at home. It is an

exceedingly interesting fact, that three-lourths of all our devoted and useful mis-

sionaries have been educated by this Board in whole or in part.

The Board strongly urge upon the Presbyteries to sift thoroughly every appli-

cant for aid, before he is recommended to their care; and upon teachers to report

rigidly the precise standing of the students under their care, and admonish faith-

fully every delinquency that may occur.
The Board express the decided opinion that the security both from imposture

and incapacity on the part of their beneficiaries has greatly increased, and the

standard of character is steadily rising with the experience which the Church is

acquiring year by year in the work of education.

The Treasurer's Report shows the total amount of resources for the year to be

$33,419. The payments for the same time were §•31,080.29, leaving a balance

of $2,338.73. There were drafts due, however, which would more than absorb

this balance.

The prospects of the Board are at once encouraging and critical. The number
of candidates has increased from two hundred and eighteen to four hundred and

eight; and the receipts of the Board from $19,000 to .$31,000 within three years.

Rapid as this expansion of their resources has been, it will be seen that it does not

keep equal pace with the additions to the roll of beneficiaries. If God should bless

us as he has done, with the gift of pious and promising young men, it will require

a further increase of receipts, during the next year, of five to nine thousand dol-

lars. It is a question of solemn moment, whether the Church will furnish that

amount. She has been praying the Lord of the harvest to send forth labourers

into his harvest; and has solemnly recorded the pledge, tliat all whom He sends

shall be educated for the work. Shall she now reverse those prayers and take

back that pledge? Has the harvest all been reaped, and are the labourers no

longer needed ? Never since the first proclamation of mercy to sinners, has this
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dark and dying world stood before the Church in a posture more affecting, to

demand at her hands the bread of eternal life. Just as certainly as God has sus-

pended the salvation of the world on the preaching of the cross, so certainly is a
ministry of apostolic spirit, the grand peculiar want of the age. And has the

Church reached the utmost limit of her resources in the work of training such a

ministry? y^'iih fifteen hundred churches, and one hundred thousand sv/orn friends

of the Redeemer never yet enlisted in this cause, it cannot be that we are pre-

pared to throw back upon the Lord of the Harvest, young men of piety and pro-

mise, whom he has sent in answer to our prayers to be educated for the work.
No: with a noble band of gifted and devoted youth, burning with a desire to

preach the gospel, and with a perishing world at our feet pleading for immortal
life, the purchase of our Master's blood, we cannot withhold the means to train

them all for this holy service, were they ten-fold in number what they are.
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BOARD OF PUBLICATION.

Abstract of the Annual Report of the Board of Publication presented to

the General Assembly, May, 1844.

During the year ending the 30th of March, 1844, the Presbyterian Board of

Publication have printed nineteen volumes of various kinds, containing in all forty-

five million nine hundred and forty thousand five hundred pages, besides seven

million and thirteen thousand pages of new editions from stereotyped works, in-

cluding five thousand copies of ihe Confession of Faith, making in all thirteen

thousand seven hundred and fifty copies of this work, published since December

24, 1839 ; and one million five hundred and eighty-three thousand pages of Cate-

chisms and Tracts,

They have also published, in a separate volume, three thousand copies of the

Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church.

Among the works published during the year which the Board regard as addi-

tions to their catalogue of peculiar value, they would mention,

"The English Martyrology," judiciously abridged from Fox, by the skilful

pen of Charlotte Elizabeth: a book well adapted to the times, as containing in an

attractive form a most effective antidote to the errors of Rome, which are so in-

sidiously diffused at present, and wiih so much misapplied industry.

"Trial of the Witnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus, with a Sequel of the

Trial by Bishop Sherlock." A most ingenious little work, in which the evidences

of Christianity are concentrated in a single point—and so forcibly presented as to

produce a moral demonstration of its truth.
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"The Lives of the British Reformers, embellished with twelve mezzotint por-

traits." An instructive and beautiful book, which the Board presumed would be
desired by many, who are unable to purchase the volumes which contain their

works.
"Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Religion, derived from the Literal Ful-

filment of Prophecy, &-c.; with a number of steel engravings and otiier embellish-

ments; by Dr. Alexander Keith." An exceedingly popular work with the com-
munity, as is evinced by ihe numerous editions of it already issued on both sides

of the Atlantic.

"The Exclusive Claims of Puseyite Episcopalians to the Ministry indefen-

sible." Also,

"Annals of the Persecution in Scotland," both of them ably written and season-

able, in view of current events connected with the state of our Church, and its

relation to others, v/ith which the Christian public are painfully familiar.

The Assembly will learn with pleasure that the Psalms and Hymns authorized
at the session of 1843, and directed to be published, have met with the highest
favour of the churches. They have published already fifty thousand copies, and
orders for more continue to be received.

But upon none of the works issued during the year have they bestowed more
care and expense than on a splendid edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, with
engravings, executed by the most eminent American artists, after the finest Eng-
lish copy, the typography, binding, 6lc., in a style corresponding to the pre-emi-
nent excellency of its contents. The Board would not have fell themselves war-
ranted in undertaking a work so costly, had they not been sustained by private

munificence. A sum amounting to about three thousand three hundred dollars,

sufficient to pay for the stereotype plates and the costly engravings, having been
furnished by two generous friends of the Board, whose names they are not per-

mitted to mention, they are permitted to put the book, which in all respects is

equal, if not superior to the English copy, at a greatly reduced price.

The amount of moneys received during the past year, including a balance in

the Treasury, at the date of last report, has been $41,759.
In conducting their operations, they have felt the importance of adhering strictly

to the instructions given in the 2d resolution of the last Assembly, to extend the
circulation of their publications as widely as possible, yet to regard it as "their
imperative duty to preserve the funds from loss as far as practicable, and especially
to keep on hand such a capital as will enable them to do business to the greatest
advantage."
The Board, moreover, are confirmed in their opinion expressed in a former re-

port, that the only feasible mode in which the usefulness and efficiency of this In-

stitution can be promoted, is contained in the 3d resolution of the same Assembly,
viz.—"That it be earnestly recommended to every Presbytery, or at least, to

every Synod, to establish a Depository which shall be their own property, by col-

lecting, on such a plan as they may deem best, a sufficient sum of money to fill

the Depository on the principle of cash purchase."
The Board are happy to report that the foregoing recommendation has been so

far respected, that during the year one Synod and several Presbyteries have estab-

lished Depositories, collected a certain amount of funds, and applied for books.
But the truth requires us to add, that the obedience of the churches to this moni-
tion of the Assembly is exceedingly tardy in many Synods, and too lethargic
in all.

The Board feels assured that in no way at present can the Church promote the
interests of this important institution so efl^ectually as by systematic, vigorous and
persevering efforts, in doing the work which tliis resolution commends.
With respect to the circulation of our books, the Board are happy to state, that

through the generosity of individuals, whose assistance has been given in most cases
anonymously, in responding to a call that was made through the press, about fifty

congregations have been furnished with libraries, containing a complete set of our
publications, or a part thereof, in this private manner. And the Board would re-

spectfully suggest it for the consideration of the benevolent, whether there are
not others who are disposed to copy this noble example of the few. Are there not
wealthy individuals, as well as churches, who would cheerfully avail themselves
of such a convenient agency as this Board offers, for distributing these books, and
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establishing libraries in numerous places, where they are greatly needed and
importunately solicited, by those who have not within themselves the means of
procuring them ?

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD.
President—A. Alexander, D. D. Treasurer—A. W. Mitchell, M. D.
Vice-President—A. Symington. Cor. Sec^y—Rev. Joseph H. Jones, D. D.

EXECUTIVE COxMMITTEE.—Rev. H. A. Boardman, Chairman. C. C.
CuYLER, D. D., VVm. M. Engles, D. D., Rev. J. H. Jones, D. I).,ex. off., Joseph B.

Mitchell, Joseph P. Engles, A. Symington, Solomon Allen, A. McIntrye, Hon.
Joel Jones, A. W. Mitchell, M. D. ex. off. Editor—William M. Engles, D. D.
Paul T. Jones, Publishing Agent.

GENERAL VIEW.
During the past ecclesiastical year, the two new Synods of Buffalo and Northern

Indiana have been organized, and the following new Presbyteries, viz. Cherokee,
Montgomery, Potosi, Upper Missouri, Cochocton, Hocking, and Luzerne.

According to the reports received by the Stated Clerk, the increase of ministers

has been eighty-nine; the increase o'i charches, sixty-four ; and twenty \icQii\\dXea

^uA fifty candidates are reported more than were reported last year.

There have been added during the year upon profession of their faith, 12,068,

and the whole number reported as now in communion with the Church is 166,487.

There have been reported,

Baptism of Adults, ..... 3287
Ditto of Children,

Money collected for religious purposes,

Licensures, ....
Ordinations, ....
Installntions, ....
New churches organized,

Dissolution of pastoral relation.

Ministers received from other denominations.

Ministers gone to other denominations, .

10,996

212,070
64
69
84
42
51
8
4

The following ministers are reported as having died during the year, viz :

—

Presbyteries.

Benjamin F. Staunton,

James S. Adams,
John Robinson, D. D.
James Buchanan,
George Carrington,

Robert W. Sawyer,
Joshua Beer,

John B. Patterson,

John Montgomery,
W. T. Venable,
Samuel D. Blythe,

J. H. Smith,

(Miss, to Africa)

West Hanover.
Bethel.

Concord.
Logansport.

New York.

Hudson.
New Lisbon.

Northumberland,
Schuyler.

Louisville.

West Jersey.

Orange.

There is still much reason to lament that the statistical reports of Presbyteries

are in many instances exceedingly imperfect, and in the various items reported,

afford only tiie means of an approximation to the truth. Thus for example, the

missionaries of the Board of Domestic Missions alone, as we learn from the last

annual report, mention the organization of sixty new churches, whereas the

whole number reported through the tables is huX. forty-two ; and while in the

tables only $48,000 are reported as received for Foreign Missions, the annual

report of the Board notices the receipt of $68,000. These defective reports can be

corrected in future only by the adoption by the several Presbyteries of a more
exact and rigid rule than seems now to be in use. From the Presbyteries of South

Carolina and Indian no reports whatever have been received, and many others

have appended to their reports no historical account of changes as required.

WM. M. ENGLES,
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.
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SYNODS AND PRESBYTERIES.

The General Assembly has under its care, tioentyone Synods, comprising one
hundred and twelve Presbyteries, viz.

1. The Synod of ALBANY, containing the /our Presbyteries of Londonderry,
Troy, Albany and Columbia.

2. The Synod of BUFFALO, containing the three Presbyteries of Steuben,
Wyoming and Ogdensburg.

3. The Synod ofNEW YORK, containing thesio; Presbyteries of Hudson, North
River, Bedford, Long Island, New York and New Y'ork 2d.

4. The Synod of NEW JERSEY, containing the seven Presbyteries of Eliza-

bethtown, New Brunswick, Newton, Raritan, Susquehanna, West Jersey and Lu-
zerne.

5. The Synod of PHILADELPHIA, containing the eight Presbyteries of Phila-

delphia, Philadelphia 2d., New Castle, Donegal, Baltimore, Carlisle, Huntingdon
and Northumberland.

6. The Synod of PITTSBURGH, containing the seven Presbyteries of Red-
stone, Ohio, Erie, Beaver, Allegheny, Blairsville and Clarion.

7. The Synod of WHEELING, containing Xhe four Presbyteries of Steuben-
ville, Washington, New Lisbon and St. Ciairsville.

8. The Synod of OHIO, containing the seven Presbyteries of Columbus, Marion,
Zanesville, Richland, VVooster, Cochocton and Hocking.

9. The Synod of CINCINNATI, containing the sia: Presbyteries of Chilicothe,

Miami, Cincinnati, Oxford, Sidney and Mauniee.

10. The Synod of INDIANA, containing the /re Presbyteries of Salem, Vin-

cennes, Madison, Crawfordsville and Indianapolis.

11. The Synod of NORTHERN INDIANA, containing the three Presbyteries

of Logansport, Michigan and Lake.

12. The Synod of ILLINOIS, containing the six Presbyteries of Kaskaskia,
Sangamon, Schuyler, Peoria, Palestine and Iowa.

13. The Synod of MISSOURI, containing the/i;e Presbyteries of Missouri, St.

Louis, Palmyra, Potosi and Upper Missouri.

14. The Synod of KENTUCKY, containing \hefive Presbyteries of Louisville,

Muhlenburg, Transylvania, West Lexington and Ebenezer.

15. The Synod of VIRGINIA, containing the six Presbyteries of Greenbrier,

Lexington, Winchester, West Hanover, East Hanover and Montgomery.

16. ^The Synod of NORTH CAROLINA, containing the three Presbyteries of

Orange, Fayetteville and Concord.

17. The Synod of WEST TENNESSEE, containing the Jive Presbyteries of

Holston, West Tennessee, Nashville, North Alabama and Western District.

18. The Synod of SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA, containing the nine

Presbyteries of South Carolina, Bethel, Harmony, Charleston, Georgia, Hopewell,
Flint River, Florida and Cherokee.

19. The Synod of ALABAMA, containing the three Presbyteries of South Ala-

bama, Tuscaloosa and East Alabama.

20. The Synod of MISSISSIPPI, containing the seven Presbyteries of Missis-

sippi, Louisiana, Clinton, Tombeckbee, Chickasaw, Arkansas and Indian.

21. The Synod of NORTHERN INDIA, containing the three Presbyteries of
Lodiana, Furrukabad and Allahabad.

38
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TO STATED CLERKS OF PRESBYTERIES.

The Stated Clerks of Presbyteries are respectfully requested to use the

requisite effort to hnve their Prosbyterial Reports complete ; to have them

accompanied on the lower margin with an historical account of changes; and

to have them signed by their names as Stated Clerks. It is also requested,

that if they order Minutes for individuals not belonging to the Presbytery, on

the same sheet with the Report, they would make the memorandum so as not

to interfere with the regular table; and that all proper names and numbers

should be very legibly written. It is desirable that the Statistical Reports

should be transmitted by mail immediately after the spring meetings of Pres-

byteries, and at the latest they must arrive during the sittings of the General

Assembly to insure their insertion in the Minutes.

The information in the Reports of Presbyteries should reach as nearly as

possible to the time of the meeting of the Assembly. This, however, may be

determined by each Presbytery or Stated Clerk establishing it as a rule that

there shall be some fixed period for the close of the ecclesiastical year. Thus
if a Presbytery closes their ecclesiastical year on the first of March, April,

or May, let their report uniformly reach that point and not extend beyond it,

otherwise the same matters may be reported on two successive years.

The Stated Clerks of Presbyteries are reminded that the Narrative of Reli-

gion or any other document intended for the Assembly, with the exception of

the Statistical Report, should not be sent on to the Stated Clerk of the Assem-

bly charged tnth postage. The Stated Clerk is authorized to pay postage

only on the Statistical Reports, and it is hoped that this will hereafter be

borne in mind. In several instances, the Narrative of Religion has been

written on the back of the Statistical Report. Stated Clerks should be ap-

prized that in such cases, the Narratives cannot be handed to the committee

of the Assembly on that subject, and are therefore lost. It is hoped that this

fact will prevent the recurrence of this practice. Notwithstanding the earnest

request made last year, most of the Presbyteries have reported odd cents,

subjecting the Stated Clerk of the Assembly to the very serious trouble of in-

corporating the cents with the dollar columns and summing up the whole

again. The order of the Assembly is that only dollars should be reported

except in case of the contingent fund, and it is hoped that this order will

hereafter be strictly adhered to. Where the printed blanks are not at hand

Stated Clerks will please to copy the form at the end of the Minutes, as any
inversion in the order of the columns perplexes the printer, and may lead to

mistakes. While some of the Statistical Reports are prepared with great care

and accuracy, others are blotted, interlined and confused almost beyond the

power of decyphering them.
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TO PRESBYTERIES.

It would save much trouble and some mistakes if all Presbyteries would
transmit a sufficient sum to pay for the Minutes, at the rate of fifty cents for

each member. The memoranda which are sometimes sent to the Stated

Clerk, are defective, and leave him in doubt what members of a Presbytery

are entitled to the Minutes, as a sufficient sum to supply all has not been
transmitted. As the Contingent Fund is not only chargeable with the expense
of printing the Minutes, but with all the contingent expenses of the Assem-
bly, and the paying delegates to foreign bodies, the Presbyteries should see

the propriety of contributing something to it, in addition to the price required

for their Minutes. It is requested that Presbyteries would not report any
thing under the head of Contingent Fund, but what is actually paid to the

Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly, or the Stated Clerk of

the Assembly, It is desirable also that the Presbyteries should not only see

that the church Sessions furnish the Stated Clerks of Presbyteries with the

necessary data for their statistical reports to the Assembly, but ascertain that

their Stated Clerks perform their duty in a business-like manner.

CHURCH EXTENSION.-ACTION OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS.

A special meeting of the Board of Missions was held in the Mission Rooms,
Philadelphia, on Wednesday the 19th of June, to consider the subject of

Church Extension, as referred to this Board by the General Assembly at

their late meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, and to adopt measures for carry-

ing into effect the action of the Assembly. Previous notice of this meeting

was given by an advertisement in the Presbyterian, and letters were addressed

to members within reaching distance of the place of meeting. The meeting

was well attended. The Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, New Jersey, in the

absence of the President, Dr. Green, was called to the chair. The meeting

being opened with prayer, the report of the Committee on Church Extension

made to the last General Assembly, and the action of the Assembly on the

same were read; and after some general remarks from several of the mem-
bers, on the importance of this subject, and the views of the Assembly in

committing its management to their Board of Missions ; the question of the

location of the Committee of Jive, who are to act in this business, was sub-

mitted to the Board, This question was freely, and fully discussed, and the

result was an entire conviction, expressed by every member present, that to

accomplish the important work committed to them, this committee must con-

sist of members of the Board, who can ho\A frequent and regular meetings,

and who can hold their meetings at the Missionary office, through which the

applications for aid in building churches will be made

—

where thefunds for
this object are received and disbursed, where all the accounts are kept, and

where the information, necessary to direct the Committee in their work can
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be most readih/ and fully obtained. Having settled this question with entire

unanimity, the Board proceeded to elect this Committee, when the following

persons were unanimously chosen " the Committee on Church Extension for

the present year :"

The Rev. C. C, Cuyler, D.D., the Rev. Thomas Hoge, Mr. Solomon Allen,

Dr. Alexander W. Mitchell, and Mr. Alexander Symington. *

A committee was appointed to draw up, and submit to the Board at a future

meeting, a system oC regulations for the government and direction of this

Committee, and measures were adopted to bring this important subject before

the churches, with as little delay as possible.

This first meeting of the Board on the subject of Church Extension, was
one of deep interest, and we trust will lead to important results. Wo hail it

as a token for good, that the meeting was so large, and that several were

present from a distance. The most delightful harmony and unanimity char-

acterized all the proceedings. The remarks made evinced a deep interest in

the object, and strong faith that God would smile on this effort of his church

to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. From the spirit manifested, we think

the Board are prepared to take hold of this great work, and prosecute it with

energy; and if the Presbyteries, with the pastors and churches, will do their

part, promptly, and efficiently, with God's blessing, an incalculable amount
of good may be accomplished even during the present year.

TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Rev. AsHBEL Green, D.D., President.

Alexander Henry, Esq., Vice President.

James Bayard, Esq., Secretary.

Matthew Newkirk, Esq., Treasurer.

Rev. William Neill, D.D. Rev. John McDowell, D.D.
Rev. William Latta, Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler, D.D.
Thomas Bradford, Esq. Rev. Henry A. Boardman,
Charles Chauncey, Esq. Mr. Stephen Colwell,

Hon. Joel Jones, John K, Kane, Esq.
Mr. Matthew L. Bevan, Mr. Alexander Symington,
Mr. Solomon Allen, Mr. James N. Dickson.
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