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MINXJTES
'Jlie Sipsey As-socialioii met in lier Ninth Anunal Session willi

Piea.^ant Grove churcii Wednesday before the first Sunday in

(October, 1898.

After devotional exercises by Jannes Mills, jr., proceeded to reor-

ganize—the fornv.r INIoderator p,nd Clerk being absent, Jas. Mills,

jr.. acting Moderator pro tem, and ^V . E. Patterson, Clerk pro tern.

Ciijled for the letters from the various churches. IK E Windham
and E. 1j. llendrix were appointed reading clerks. The letters were
read and names enrolled as follows:

Pleasant Ridge— J. F. Ashcraft,* J. T. Stokes, G. W. Ashcrafl and
J- M. Ashcraft, alternate.

Friendship -S. T Shipp, W. B. Broughton,* W. E. Spencer.*
Douhle Branch— R. H. Jenkins, alt., J. W. Ballard. H. A.Skelton.
Sardis—Rev. J. S. White. J.T. !S„dduth.^

Corrinth—Jas. Mills, jr., Mihis .Mills, A. M. Mills.

T'.etliabara—L Brown, E B Hendrix, P B. Travveek."-^

Pleasant Grove—Rev. J. A. Andrews, J. A.SuHivaiit, Wesley Free.

Macedonia— 1 . L, Hudson, W. R. Falls, A. E, Patterson.

Arbor Springs—Rev J.R. Barnett, W. D. Whalley, E. F. Falls.

Hew Hope—G. W. Williamson.

Mt. Hebron--N. B. Ramsey, J T. Ramsey, D. E. Cribb.s.*
• Snring Hill— A Guin,* E Str pland,* E Guin, J M. Moore, alt,

(^hapel Hill-N. D. Blakeney, C H. Hughs.* W. H. Brown.
Mt. labor— Rev. J. M. Chism,* L. S. Appling, W. A. McOrary.
Dunn's Creek—J. W. Mustin, H. M. Slines, .t. Brown. *

Aiuioch —I L. Colhns," .1. B. Ferguson, M H Hairer, J P Brown,
Proceeded to eUct Modetntor and Clerk which resulted in the

choice of .Tas. iVills. jr.. Moderator; A. E. Pailerson, Clerk, and G-
W. Ashcraft, Corresponding Secreiary.

An opportunity was given for new churches to join tliis Associa-

tion. None came.
Appointed committees as follows:

Cu Devotion—T. L. Hudson, M. H. Hager, and the Deacons of

this church.
Religious Literature—G W i^shcraft, J A Andrews, J R Barnetc.

Education— W. R Falls, A. E. I'arter.son, N. i) Blakeney.
Documents— AV. PI. iirown, .1, t?. White, L. Brown.
Finance--D. E. Windham, Milus Mills. J P. brown.
Appointed Standing Commitiees as lollow.s:

On Mi.ssions— A. M. Mills, L. Brown, J. M. Ashcraft, J. B Fer'.

guson, T. Ij. Hudson.
On Ufmperance— G. W. Ashcraft, J. M. Free, .T. T. Carter and

H. W. Gardner.
On Sunday Scliool—J. V. Andrews, J. R. Barnett, G. D. Mayfield

and W. D. v. iiatley.

On Aged and Infirm Ministers— .1. A. Mitchell D. E. Windham
and J. P Brijwn.

Received correspondence. Rev. S. E. Hodge represented the Tus-
cal(Kt.sa Association,

Returned coraespondence as follows; To the New River As.socia-

tion: J. M. Ashcraft, G. W. Ashcraft .\. E. Patterson. To Union



Association: A. M. Mills, W. If. Gardoer and J. B, Ferguson. To
Tuscaloosa Association: J. R. Barnett, R. J. Mayfield, J. B. Fergu«.

son and James Mills, Jr.

Received report of First District Meeting, which is as follows .•

The meeting of the First District will convene with Bethabara
church on Friday before the 4th Sunday in August, 1899; 1. L.
Collins to preach the introductory sermon; L. M. Traweek, alternate.

1st Query. What is meant by the unclean spirit going out of a man.^
Matt. J 2 and 24. Opened by J. A. Mitchell and sViflis Taylor. 2ud
Query. Why am I a Missionary Baptist? Opened by O. D. Mayfield
aud A. M \Iillp. 3rd Query. vVhat is meant by God being grieved?

Gen. G and 6. Opened by J. R. Mayfield and T. L. Hudson. 4tli

Query. T'f''hat is the object of a District or Union Meeting? Opened
by James Mills, jr., and E. Mayfield. 5lh Query. VVhat is meant
bringing up your children iu the nurture and admonition of the

Lord? Opened by J. S. White and L. M. Traweelc. We request of

the Association space to pnnt 4th Query and the answer in the

minutes. We give the next session of this Association to vfacedonia

church. I. L. Collins, Mod'r.

A M. Mills, Clerk.

t-^econd District report: The next session will be held with Mt.
Tabor on Friday before the 2nd Sunday in September, 1899, Rev. .f.

A. Andrews to preach the introductory sermon; Rev. J. M. Ghism,
alternate. 1st Query, /s the Word of Ood the power unto salvation,

urdess accompanied by the Holy Spirit? Opened by W. H. Brown.
2nd. Is the use of wine and spiritous liquors proiiibiled by tlie

Bible"^ Opened by J. F. Ashcraft. 3rd. Is love of sin eradicated from
the rej^enerated? Though it lives in them, is it not their sorrow aud
detestation? Opened by A. L. I-Falker. 4th. What are the best

means of preservation atrainst backsliding? Opened by W. McOrary.
5th. Does the Spirit of God, in regeneration, produce a new princi-

ple in the heart, or only impart a new light in the understanding?
Opened bv J. A. Andrews. J. A. Andrews, Moderator.

W. H.Brown, Clerk.

Report of Sunday School Convention;

The annual session of the Sips^y Association S. S. Convention met
with Dunn's Creek church July 29, 1998. Rev. I. L.Collins preached
the introductory sormon at 11 a. m. At 2 p. m. the Convention
proceeded to reorganize. First received letters from the various

Sunday Schools. Rev I. L. Collins was elected .Moderator; James
Mills, jr., Secretary, and brothers G. D. Mayfield and A. .M. ?tlills

read the letters. The following churches were represented by letter

aud delegates, viz; Dunn's Creek, .Bethabara, .Alt. Hebron, Double
Branch, Pleasant Grove, Corrinth, Spring Hill, Macedonia, Antioch,
Pleasant Ridge, Capel Hill, Moore's Bridge. 1st Query—Who is

responsible for the success of the^success of tiie Sunday School? i'o

be opened by L. Brown, ' 2nd. What is the best method of opening
the hearts of the people? Opened by James Mills, jr. 3rd. Should
we leach prohibition and temperance to our cliildren? Opened by J.

H. Hughes?^ 4th. Should reading.in concert be practiced m Sunday
School? Opened by E. Mayfield. Olh. What is the influence of S. S.

on .'society? Opened J. F.: Ashcraft. 6th. How cau or shall we reach
those who are not in the Sabbath School? Opened by R. J. Mayfield.



The next session will be held with Ml. Hebron church on Friday be-
fore the 5tb Sunday in August, 1899, Rev. J. M. Chism to preach
the introductory sermon; J. A. Andrews, alternate. vVe had a
harmonious and interestinsr convention. There '.vere four intererting
essays read, by Misses Bamma Freeman, Vador Falls, Ernestine
Suggs and Hester Holliinan, all from Macedonia, and all good—
exceptionally ^ood— considering ttie ages of the young ladies—13 to

17 years VVe had a good essay from our young brother James
8now. We had .sever=il questions discussed, all of which were inter*

esting. i I. L. Collins, Moderator.
James Mills, Clerk.

Temperance Keport:
We, your Committee on Temperance, report as follows.—'Terns

perance is the moderate use of anything. Intemperance is the im-
moderate use of a thing. VVe are commanded to be temperate in all

things, but we do not think that this Scripture has reference to the
moderate dram drinker, for moderate drinking tends todrunkenuess,
while total abstain?nce from drinking as abeverasreis direct from it.

Wliile we do not think that any one means to become a drunkard
when he be^jins dram drinkina:, they are like the prophet Amos tells

of— the woes that will surely come upon those who neglect God and
his people and who spend their time iu idleness and drunkenness
—he .«aid when the enemie>* came against tiiem they would be the
first to be carried away captive. Here is an enemy that carries awav
many capiives. A great many people begin lo drink thinking tliev

can get away from it if they chouse, but find thatSaian has bound
them. They are chained to the bottle by a strong habit and cannot
break away. Freedom is much better than slavery. VVe would ooc
choose woe and sorrow, but if we are chained to the bottle we will

surely have these. Tliere are said to be over six hunlred thousand
confirmed drunkards in our country today, and statistics furtiier

show that every ten minutes the year round liquor kills one per.s )ii.

Brethren, can we, whom God has said was the light of the world and
tlie salt of the earth, with these fiirures before us, together wiih our
own observation, can we think of ever drinking atu>ther dram as a

beverage, and cause some one to stumble over us, and bring a stain

on our Christian character and darken the light that is iti us? Gcd
forbid! 1 he drinking habit is the cause of the larger portion of the

misery and crlm? in our land today. Can we, who claim to be light

bearers for Jesus, afford to indulge i:i anything that causes misery,
poverty and crime. Surely not, VVe recommend that the pastors

and delegates throughout this Association impress upon each mem-
ber of their respective churches the idea of total abstainance from
strong drink as a beverage. Respectfully submitted,

If. W, ASHCRAFT, Chm'n.
Adjourned until 3:30 a. m. tomorrow.

Thuhsday Morning—The delegates met and after devotional exs
ercises by G. VV. Ashcraft, proceeded with the business of the Body.
Sabbath School committee reported; Brethren, we are proud to

report the S. S. interest on the increa.se; yet, there is room. Oh that

parents, churches and individual members would awake to the

responsibility resting upon them. Jas. Mills, Jr., Chm'n.
Recess 15 minutes, after which a missionary sermon was deliv-



^red by Rev. J. R. Ferguson, tliPii a collpclion for Foreign Missions
WHS laken up. Received $4.47.

Adjourned one hour for dinner, after wiiicli tlie delegates reas-

sembled and proceeded with tlie business

Committee on Miss'OMS reported; We employed Rev. I L.Collins
to labor for Ihe Association. He began work on the 4th day of July
and after spendinjr fifty days in our service was compelled to cease
labor, because of failing health. He reports—Labored 50 days;
delivered 50 sermons; traveled 493 miles; baptized^; restored 2:

received by letter!; organized 1 S. 8.: visiied 92 famnies; collected

$2.85. Tie are depending on the churclies and individuals who
promi.sed to pay for this Mission work certain amounts to make pay-
ment, that we may be able to pay Bro. (7ollins what the Association

is due him. The Mission work is the work of Christ jierformed by
the churches, and the churches are dependent on the members for the
means to forward this God honored and Christ inspired work but;
while we manifest some interest in this work here at our homes let

us not forget that Christ tasted death for eyery man, and he has

made it our duty to giye to every creatuie, in all nations, the gospel

of Christ, which is the power of Cod unto salv.-ttioii lo every one who
will believe in Christ. Brethren, let us not be idlers in the vineyard,

but work while God giyes ability and opportunity. 'Ibis is now the
9th session of this Association and we h^ive virtually ignored the

command of Christ to give the gospel to tlie heathen for whom he
died, Respectfully submitted by the conimietee, A. .M. Mills, ch'n,

L. Brown, J. M. Ashcraft, J. B. Ferguson.
Resolved, That the Moderator a{)poiiit a Commitlee of Equaliza-

tion (5 in number) to request each chuich to pay a reasonable sum
next year for Mission work. The committee as follows: G. W.
Ashcraft, Rev. J. R Barnett, W. H. Brown, W. R. Falls and E. R.

Hendrix.

Committee on Aged and Infirm Ministers reported as folU)ws;

—

We find two of this Association that need assistance, and would urge
that a collection be taken up at once. VVe urge upon our ministers

and deacons throughout this Association to send up some funds for

this jiufpose. D. E. Windham, Chm^n.
Took up collection for then" and received |6.90.

Committee on Documents reported; We have examined all the

letters and documents placed in our liands, and find the following

—

Baptized, 50; received by letter, 31; restored, 5; dismihsed by letter.

48; excluded, 20; died, 8. Queries from Dunn's Greek and Sardis:

Js it according to Baptist usage for an excluded member of our
order to join another church of the same faith and order without a

letter? No No. Respectfully submitted.
\V. H. Brown, Chm'n.

Educational Committee reported: TFe believe education is prog-

ressing, so far as we know, but there is stili room, and we also be-

lieve that we should devote more of our lime to educating our
children spiritually. This is God's will. VF. R. Falls, Ch'n.

Committee on Religious Literature reported the i-ol'owing; The
Alabama Baptist, Tracts and other publications of our Baptist Publi-

cation Pocietv, and for Sabbath iSchools, Kind Words, or American
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Baptist Publication Society literature. G. W. Ashcrapt, Cli'n.
Report on Nominations; Kev. J. B. Ferguson to preach the intro-

ductory sermon at our next session, J. R. Barnett, alternate- Rev I
L. Collins to preach the Missionary sermon; J. A. Andrews altern
^^^- E. B. Hendrix, c'hm'n.

Finance Report; Received for Minutes, $14.00; Associational
purposes, 19.10; .Missions, $57.90. D. E Vvindham Chra'n

«^iT'"nn^"''^!^'"^P^''^^^-
^^^'^ *"•' P''Jnt'"g Minutes. $13.35;' to Cleric

810.00; to Rev. I. L. Collins, our ivissionary, .$.35 85; to Rev. .T. S.
White, $1.00; to Rev. R. J. Mayfield, $1.00; to Rev. I. L. Collins

ft? o/.
^^ ^''^^^" Mi.ssions, $1.00. Total, $62.20. Balance on hand,

A • , . X. T.
J- F- Ashcrapt, Chm'n.

Appointed A. E. Patterson, Treasurer
This A.ssociation recommend that Oak Ridge recind tue act of

receiving John Holliman.
Adopted amendment to Constitution, as follows;
Art. 1st. This Association shall be known as the Sipsey Baptist

Association, which shall meet annually.
Art. 2nd. This Association shall be composed of delegates

chosen by the churches in our Union, who. on producing theirletters
(which should be read publicly), shall have their .lames enrolled by
the Clerk and be entitled to seats.

Art. 3rd. The Association thus formed shall then proceeij to
elect, Dj ballot, a Moderator and Clerk who shall serve one year, or
until the next ses.sion is organized by electing officers.

Art. 4th. This Association shall have the i>riviiege to engage in
missionary work, etc

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Moderator and Clerk,
at each session, to arrange an order of business for the next session
thereafter, and the Body shall be governed by it.

Resolved, That this Body tender their thanks to this church and
community for their unbounded hospitality toward us during our
stay with them.

Resolved, That the Clerk .shall receive the entire associational
funds for his services, and have all the Minutes printed the fund
will pay for and divide them to the churches according to their
contributions.

Received memorial as follows:
Whereas, God in his wisdom and providence has seen fit to call

away from earth our dearly beloved sisters, Martha M. Windham
and Nancy Sullivant; and whereas, they were faithful members to
their death; therelore we deeply mourn our loss, and will ever cher-
ish in our memory their words of kindness and Christian love. We
feel that our loss is their gain, and that thev have gone to reap the
reward that awaits the faithful We deeply' sympathize with their
bereaved families and friends, and nray ,that the God of all Grace
will comfort and sustain them in their bereavments. In behalf of
Moore's Bridge church.
Adjourned to meet with Macedonia church on Wednesday before

the first Sunday in October 1899.

. ^ ^ James Mills, Jr., Moderator.
A. E. Patterson, Clerk.
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CONSTITUTION.
Article 1. This Association shall be known as the Sip?ey Baptist

Association, which shall meet annually.

2. This Association shall be composed of dole^ates chosen bv the
churches in our Uuion, who, on presenting their letters (which should
be read publicly) shall have their names enrolled by the Clerk and
be entitled to seats.

3. The Association thus formed shall proceed to elect, by ballot,

a Moderator and Clerk, who shall serve one year, or until the next
session is organized by electing officers.

4. The Association shall have the privilege to engage in Mission
work, etc

5. The churches in our union shall transmit to every annual ses-

sion of the Association a written communication, driving the names
of the delegates, their number in fellowship, baptized, received by
letter, restored, dismissed, excluded and deceased, since kast session.

6. Each church shall be entitled to three delegates and no moj;e.

Any church failing to represent at any annual session, shall be re-

quired to give a reason for failure at the next session.

7. Churches may be admitted into this Association who petition

by letter an^ delegates, and upon examination, if found orderly and
orthodox, may be received, at the discretion of the Association when
the Mo'derator shall give the right hand or fellowship to said

delegates.

8. Any church in our union may send queries to the Association

asking advice, when it shall be the duty of the A.ssociation to answer
the same as she may thiuk best.

9. Voting may be confined exclusively to the Body in all acts

respecting their internal concerns.

J.O. The Association shall not adjourn any session until she shall

have finished all business on hand, except in extraordinary cases.

11. The minutes of the Association shall be read, and corrected

if necessary, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, before the

session rises.

12. The Association shall in all cases be governed by a majority of

the membera present, except to amend or clian.o^e the Constitution.

13. Amendments to the Constitution may be madeat any session

when two^thirds of the members present are in favor of amendment.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.
Article 1, We believe there is only one true and living God, the

Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost.
2. We believe that the Scriptures, comprising the Old and New

Testaments, are the Word of God the only rule of faith and practice.

3. We believe in the doctrine of Election through sanclification

of the Spirit and belief of the Truth.
4. We believe in the doctrine of original sin.

5. W^e believe in man's incapacity by his own free will and
ability, to recover himself from the fallen state in which he is by
nature.

G. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of God by the

imputed righteousness of Christ only.
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9. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's SuDoer are Ordi^
i.ances of Je«r.s Christ, and the troe believers are tSe 'only subjects

^a^'T'u",^ ''"•'
^T

>«""«••«"" i« the only Apostolic mode ^
10. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the General

;h"e fvX 1 '" H K
"' '^''

^f'^'y '^ ^''^ "^h'^«"« ^"d Puni'h ment otJie wicked will beeteinal.

nrdLnZt nf I'f''V,^^' i"".
""""^'^'' ''*•' ^"y "^'^t to administer theord na.ices of the Church but one who is regularly baptized, calledof God. and comes under the imposition of thi hands of ?P.esby?ery

n-I;,n 1;.
^^'^

^}'f 'T^'J'rl}'
'^g«"^ baptized members have aright to commune at the Lord's Table.

RULES OF DECORUM,
o ^V" .r'^^!^

Association shall be opened and closed with prayer,
2 The JModerator shall be deemed judge of order, and shall have

discretionary right to call to order at any time.
3. Any member not satisfied with liis decision may appeal to the

Association on the same day, but at no other time
4. Biit one member shall speak at a time, who shall rise to his

feet and address the Moderator, and on obtaining permission, proceed
5 Ihe Moderator when addressed by a mer^berfor permission to

speak shall signify the same by naming the person, or otherwise
6. ^o member shall be interrupied while speaking, unless he'de-

part from the subject, or use words of personal reflection. Everv
motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of the
Association, unless»vithdrawn by him who made it.

7 Every case taken up by the Association shall'be decided on orwithdrawn before another shall be offered.

.1 ^M^'V^^'] ^ "]"n°" i' ^"""f^"
".^' ^f'^'" a^'^^^vifg time for debates,

the M)derator shall take the voice of the Association in such mode
as he may determine.

9. The Jioderator shall announce the decision of the Body
10. Any member wishing to retire shall obtain permission of the

iJ/oderator. >

11. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subiect
without leave o! the Association. •*

12. The appellation of
' Brother" shall be used in the Association

by members in then address to one another.
13. The names of members shall be called as often as the Associa-.

tion may direct.

14. No member shall be tolerated in any practice which tends to
interrupt public speaking

15 The I'Joderator shall be entitled to the same oriviWe of
speaking as any other member, provided he appoint another to his
seat during the time, but he shall not vote on any question unless
the Association be equally divided.

4"«*tion unless

16. Any member violating these rules, shall be reproved by the
y1/oderator,but only on the day the breach shall have been made.



ORDER 9r BaSINESS.
1. Meet aud orgauize,

2. Introductory Sermon.
3. Read Letters and enroll names of Delegates.
4. Elect Officers.

5. Receive Churches desiring to join the Association.
6. Read Constitutioa, Articles of Faith and Rules ol

JJecorum.

7. Receive Correspondence, and return Correspondence.
S. Appoint Temporary Committees, viz:

(1) On Devotion.

, (2) On Fi lance.

(3) On Documents.

(4) On Nominations.

(5) On Religious Literature.

(6) On Education.

9. Appoint 6tandmg Committee, viz:

(1) On Missions.

(2) T3n Temperance,
{S) On «abbath Schools.

(J:) On Aged and Infirm Ministers.
10. Receive Report of District Meetinfo.
11. Receive Report of Sabbath School aud Convention.
12. Receive Report on Temperance.
13. Receive Report on Missions. \
14. Receive Report on Aged and Infirm Ministers.
15. Receive Report on Documents.
16. Receive Report on Education.
17. Receive Report on Religious Literature.
18. Receive Report on Nominations.
19. Receive Report on Finance.
20. New Business.

21. Receive : eport of Treasurer.

22 Appointment ot Treasurer.

23. Reading of Minutes.

24. Adjourn. '
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