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MINUTES.

Hoke's Bluff, Ala., September 25th, 1885.

The Etowah Association convened with Liberty Coosa
Church, at 11 a. m., according' to app )intinent. The introductory
sermon was preached by Elder H. R. Cnlbertson from Acts XX.
35: "It is more blessed to give than to receive," after which
the Association adjourned to 2 o'clock.

Friday. 2 p. m.

The Associaton was called to order by H. R. Cnlbertson,
Moderator, J. R. Nowlin acting as Clerk. Tiie Moderator opened
the exercises by reading the CVI Psalm. Prnyer by Elder
W. C. Cleveland. Letters were read from the following churches,
and delegates enrolled as follows:

Walnut Grove — A. J. Philij)?. W. B. Brown, VV. Y. Adams.
Cave Spring.—E. N. Elainie, Wm, Glassco.

Union No. 2.—Samuel Washburn.
Liberty Coosa.—G. S. Boozer, K. S. Steele, F. A. Smith,

Joseph Barnes, W. H. Boozer, T. J. Landers.
Mt. Ararat.—J. M. C. Burnett. E. M. Keeling.
Pilgrims' Rest.—J. R. Trotter, O. E. Usry, M. H. Smith.
Bethany.—M. W. Moowc, B. F. Sitz, E. D. Howard.
Oak Grove.—J. B. Roper, J. M. Vinson.
White Spring —W. J. Lafollett, J. A. Watkins, R. Johnson,

W. T. Gay.
Mt. Carmel.—C. A. Clayton, J. M. Patrick, J. L. Jones,

W. J. Bentlev.
Union No. 1.—J. A. Reeves, D. M. Reeves, E. T. Stevens, C H.

Comer, O. Q. Norton.
Pleasant Valley.—A. H. Colvin, Gilbert Pence, W. A.

Latham, Jas. Mays.
White's Chapel.—J. C Leek, J. M. Wofford. S. E. Dowdell.
Antioch.—W. M. Shaw, E. B. Moore, W. G. Moore.
Gadsdt?n.—A. B. Goodhue, J. R. Nowlin, W. C. Cleveland,

A.E. Goodhue.
Fairview.—L. Divine, J. M. Bearden, H. R Culbertson, F. M.

Henley, J. M Silz.

Mt. Gilead—C. W. P. Philips, G. W. Mulligan.
Ten Island —W. R. Akridge.
Elder H. R. Cnlbertson was elected Moderator, and J. R.

Nowlin, Clerk, by acclamation.
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The Committee on Programme, appointed at last session,

were requested to report an order of business as soon as prac-
ticable.

A. B. Tiflmore v/as received as a correspondent from the

Cherokee Association.

A. B. Cross, from the Coosa River, and Eider H, E. Harris,
from the Cahab:i Valley Associations, were welcomed as visiting

brethren. •

An application was received from Friendship church,
Altalla, for membership in the Association. Delegates: H. B.

Ralls, Adolphu^ Griffin. The chnrch was received, and the right

hand of fellowship was extended by the Moderator.
A motion was made by W. C Cleveland to appoint a com-

mittee on Ministerial Education. Commfttee : H. B. Ralls, J. R.
Trotter, T. A. Smith.

Elder W. C.Cleveland was received and recognized by the
Moderator as Chairman of the State Board of Ministerial Edu-
cation.

On moti.on, the places of absent members of several commit-
tees were filled as follows: W". H. Boozer, on Education, in place

of W. N. Chandler; J. M. Vinson, on Bible and Colportage Work,
in place of W. N. Chandler.

A motion was adopted abolishing By-Law No. 5.

Committee on Devotional Exercises : Jos. Barnes, J. W. Ford,
M. J. Hall, from the church; J. M. Vinson and C H. Comer,
from the body.

Coinmittee on Finance : J. M. Wofford, T. A. Landers, B. F.

Sitz.

H. E. Harris was appointed to preach in the church at night,

J. R. Trotter at Ford's School House, same time, and H. B. Ralls
at the arbor, Saturday 11 a. m.

Adjouiuned to 9 a. m. Saturday. Prayer by J. A. Reeves.

Saturday, 9 a. m.

In the opening exercises the Moderator read the LXI Psalm.
Prayer by J. R. Trotter. The minutes were read, corrected and
adopted.

Elder W. Y. Adams was received as a correspondent from
the Warrior River Association.

The report of the Committtee on Programme was read
and adopted.

On Motion, the standing committee on Publications was
abolished.

Rf-port on Ministerial Education was read.
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REPORT ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

We, your Committee on Miiiisttrial Education, beg leave to veporl
that we heartily endorse the work as now carried on by the brethren in

this State. For further information we refer you to Dr. W. C.
Cleveland, Chairman of the Board of Ministerial Education, who is

present, and will present the claims of said work and give any desired
information. Respectfully,

H. B. Ralls, Chairman,

Dr. Cleveland, representing the State Board, delivered an
address, and appealed to the cliurches for money to aid in the

education of young men for the ministry. Pledges were made
{\8 follows

:

Antioch $5 OOlO. E. Usrv .$ 1 00
Walnut Grove 5 OO' W. J. Beritley, paid 1 00
Fairview 5 OOi J. M. Patrick, paid *1 00
Gadsden 50 00

[
S. E. Dovvdell 1 00

Liberty Coosa .

.

10 OOj H. E. Harris 1 (W
Union No.— 5 00 i H. R. Culbertson 2 50
White Spring 5 00|M. A. Corr.elius 2 00
Attalla 2 00 VV. Y. Adams 1 00
Bethany 3 00 G. S. Boozer 100
Mt. Gilead 5 OoIt. A. Smith, paid 1 00
Cave Spring 2 00 1 K, S. Steele, paid • 1 00
n.B. Ralls, paid 1 00[E. M. Keeling, paid 100
V. H. Colvin 1 OO:

J. R. Trotter 2 50^ Total $117 00
M. H. Smith, paid 1 00;

Dr. Cleveland requested that the mrmey be paid over to tl)c

])Oard not later than January 1st, 1886. The report of the com-
utittee was unauiirxO'^sly adopted, and much interest exhibited
on this suliject.

A letter was read from J. G. Harris in behalf of the "Ala-
bama Baptist,'' supported by remarlcs from W. C. Cleveland, H. E.
Harris and J. R. Nowlin. A resolution was passed endorsing
the "Alabama Baptist" as the organ of the denomination in the
Slate and ui-ging members to sustain the paper.

Reports on "State Missions," "Home Missions,'' "Foreign
Missions," "Work Among the Colored People." "Colportage and
Bible Work" were all made and considered under the same head.

H. B. Ralls gave a detailed account of his work as mis-
sionary during the year. A verbal report was also made by the
Executive Committee.

Upon invitation of the Moderator the members of the Asso-
ciation joined heartily in singing "The Ship of Zion."

The roll of the churches was called, and each in turn prom-
ised to try during the next year to raise the amount appor-
tioned to them by the State Board, A e. thirteen cents per member,
to cover all demands except for ministerial education. •
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The reports i^ alopte 1 are as f(illt)'.vs:

REPOiiT O^ ST.VTE .MHSI0.\8.

Tlirou^'b the Mfissiu!^ ami favor of our kinfl Heavenly Father, your
coinmittee report, that the work of Uission^s in the State of Alabama
during the past year has been i,'re.itly prospered in our hands. Satisfac-
tory proirress has been made in nearly every enterprise fostered by the
baptist denomination in this State, and "results of the most grati-
fyinir eliaractei- hive crowne I thi ertbrts of our Missionaries in
every department of our christian work. IVn years a^';o the Alabama
Baptist Convention elected a Board, composeil of some of our wisest and
most discreet men, and appointed a c)rresponding secretary, and to them
they committed the management of our Missionary operati.ms. Prom
that date to the present, the progress of our denomination has been
nnward and vipward. Order has been brought out o*' chaos and system
out of confusion, and to-day the power of tlie Baptist denomination in
thi9*State for aggressive christian work is ten fold greater than it was
ten years ago. Among other things, our etlicient Corresponding Secre-
tary leported that tlicre were over fSl Missionaries in the employment of
our Hoard last year. I'nder their labors JUO persons were baptized; V'>

churches were established; 71 Sunday Schools were organized; 11 Ladies'
Missionary Societies were established: (i meeting houses completed
and 1'2 others begun; 5,(j")3 books and pamphlets were sold; 16J Bibles
and 513 Testaments were donated to the destitute; many subscribers
were secureel for our denominational papers, and funds were collected
for our Home and Foreign Boards and for all the other benevolent enter-
j)rise8 fostered by our denomination. All of which was accomplished
at a cost that is tidlling when compared with the great results that have
been achieved. These facts and ligures speak for themselves, and call

loudly upon the churches and Associations of the State to unite their
forces, to redouble their zeal, increase their contributions and pray with
more earnestness for the extension of the Master's Kingdom in the dark
and destitute places of our state.

During the past year ii;towah Association, through its Executive
Committee, has co-operated with the State Board in this work. Bro.
H. B. Ralls has operated as Missionary within our bounds. The details

»f his work will be furnished in his own report. Under his labors a
church has been established at Attalla. Two missionary stations have
leceived his attention with as much regularity as the circumstances
would permit These interests, if fostered by the Association, we be-

lieve will result in the accomplishment of great good. The State Board
has not called on us for any money to be used outside of our own bounds,
but we have been permitted to "select and pay our own Missionary.
The Corresponding Secretary of the State Board now asks 'he Asso-
ciation to contribute !t!lo0.25 as oiy prorata share of $12,000 asked for to

carry on the work in the State—this is thirteen cents per member- any of
our churches can raise this amount, and we recommend that the Asso-
ciation adopt the suggestion, that the apportionment be made by the
Association for the churches, and that the churches appoint committees
at once to distribute it among the members and collect the funds. We
further suggest, that the pastors ol the churches be requested to preach
once every three months on the subject of Missions, and collections be
taken on these occasions for this purpose.

J. R. NOWMN,
j

W. n. Boozer. >

H. E. Harris, )
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HOME MISSIONS,

Your Committee report work done during the Southern Baptist
<'onventional ycir 18SI-S5: Number ot Mission iries, 185; churches and
stations, 42j; Wiaks of lahir. 4,001; sormons and addresses. 17.0;W;

praver meetings attended, 2,"^iO; biptisun, 2.951; received by letter,

1,733; total additions, 4 (i!jl; Sunday Schools reported, 173; teachers and
pupils, 0,194: miles traveled, 1(J4,9:]7; reliirious visits, 22,818; churches
aided to build houses, 14; churches constituted, 53.

In Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, A\''estern North Carolina,
and among the Indians the Hou'e Board is doing extensive work. The
liuilding up of towns and cities on the new lines of railronds
now being so rai.idly coiistjuctod in these J^tates, open large
and inviting lieLls for this Board to occui)y; and the duty of
adequately meeting the wants of these fieids, with men and means,
and thus laying the foundation of permanent denominational
prosperity, must be apparent to every thinking mind. In New Orleans
the work is making steady and hopeful progress. Industrial S) hools
have been established and Mission stations opened up, which bid fair
l)y and by to grow into churches. Let i)i\8toi-s see to it that liberal
<'ontributions are made next fall and winter to Home Missions. The
Board expects from Alabama i{; 1,000; from Etowah Association !f!43.66.

J. M. A'iNSON, Chairman.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Your Committee report: In Mexico, the Board has 15 Missionaries
and native assistants. Baptized and received by letter during the year,
DO; scholars, 93; church members, 190.

In Brazil, we have 8 Missionaries and native assistants. Baptized
during the year, 37; scholars, 40; church mem hers, 113.

In Africa, we have 15 Missionaries and native assistants. Baptized
during the year, 7; pupils, 195; church members, 125; contributions,
?190.00.

In China, we have r,Q Missionaries and native assistants. Baptized,
34; church members, 645; pupils, 145; contributions, $567.85.

In Italy, we have 12 Missionaries and native assistants. Baptized,
.'>5; church members, 250; contributions, $42.00

A good work is being accomplished under our Foreign Mission
Board. New forces are being senf out to several tields, and this calls
for increased contributions from the people. "Let the Baptists of the
South be plied by the whole counsel of God by a consecrated ministry,
and as sure as they possess the grace cf God, and God is true to His
promises, they will come up to the full measure of their duty in giving
the gospel to mankind." The Board expects to go forward depending on
the liberality'ot the churches and claiming the divine promise. "Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world." We are asked to give
this year to Foreign Missions $5,000; our share of this is $54.34.

J. M. C. Burnett, Chairman.

The following was offered as a report on

WORK AMONG THE COLORED PEOPLE.
At our Associations and Conventions the vastness and importance

of this work is dwelt upon, but we get no further. We have a scriptural
admonition "to do good unto ALL men." Tl^se people are here among
us and present a wide field for usefulness. That they should be aided to
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the extent of our ability and opportdiiity no christian will deny. That
they are helpins? themselves to the extent of their ability is evident.
Their wonderful success in building up their school in Selma, the itn-

provement of their ministry, and the number of church houses built,

proves this. We can best reach the masses by efforts made for

the improvement of their leaders. Why can't we send forth and sus-
tain a suitable minister to hold institutes for the instruction of their
ministry, deacons and Sunday School teachers? We can do it, if we
will. The Home Mission Board proposes to pay one-half of the sup-
port of a man to do this work. Will not our brethren promptly raise-

the other half? We have two excellent men working as colporteurs
among them. Send along your contributions, brethren, that a man may
be appointed at an early day to hold institutes among them.

REPORT orn. B, RALLS, MISSIONARY.

Report of Mission work done in Etowah Association for the months
of June, -luly, August and September, 1885: Sermons preached, 52;

miles traveled, 450; families visited, 95; churches organized,!. Days
worked: June, 30; July, 31; August, 31; September, 26. Total lis.

118 day's work at $1.50 per day, equal to ?17T.00 due on work to 26th of
September, 1885. H. B. Ralls.

REPORT ON COLPORTAGE AND BIBLE WORK.

The last report to tfie State Convention, of the State Mission Board,
shows that 26 of its Missionaries did more or less colportage work, and
that 8 others worked exclusively as Colporteurs. They sold 5,653 books
and phamphlets, valued at $2,070.47, and donated to destitute families
160 Bibles and 513 Testaments, valued a. $68.8i.

At its last session, this Association resolved to raise $100, to be set
apart for colportage work, and to be called ''The J. J. D. Renfro
Permanent Colportage Fund." There was raised during the last session
in cash and subscriptions $46.50. Your Committee recommend that an
efltbrt De made to complete this Fund during the present session.

A. B. OOODHUE,)
J. Barxks, r Committee.
J.M.Vinson, )

After discusijioii, an effort was made to complete "The J.J.
D. Renfi-o Permanent Colportage Fund." Subscriptions and
cash was obtained as follows

:

W. H. Boozer, paid $1 00
N. J. Stevens 2 00
.). W. Ford, paid 1 00
Iv. s. Steele 1 00
v:. M. Keeling 1 00
A. Baflies, paid 1 00

A. H. Colvin $l 00
F. Ford, paid 1 00
W. G. Moore, paid 1 00
M. W. Moore ' I 00
E. T. Stevens, paid •. ... 50
W. J. Bentley, paid 50

J. A. Watkins,paid 1 00 Mrs. M. Caddell, paid 25
M.J. Hall, paid.. 100
Mrs. E. Boozer, paid 251 Total, $14 75
Mrs. Smith, paid 25|

The Report on Indigent Ministers wa.^ read and adopted as
follows

:
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KEPOIIT ON IXDIGENT MIXlbTEKS.

We. your Committee on Indiiceiit Ministers, tincl our worthy brother
L. W. Ginn is old and weeds assistance from this Association, whicli we
hope you will look after.

llespectfully sumhitted,
A. H. CoLViN, Chairman.

Conimittoe on Xominafioiis appointed as follows: E. JM.

Iveelinif, Jos. Barnes, A. J. Philips.

Conimitfee on Time and Place : D. M. Reeves, W. B. Brown.
J. A. Wa'kins.

A motion was adopted to appoint in fnUire a Slandin^:
Comn)itteeon Missions, to embrace Home Missions, Foreiirn Mis-
sions, Slate Missions, Oolportajre and Bibjf Woi k. Aid to Indi-
gent Ministers and EvantrelizalJon of the Colored Rice.

Adjourned for dinner.

SATUai>AV. 2 p. M.

The Association was opened with prayer b}' VV. C. ClevelancU
J. \V. Shepherd was i-eceived as a correspondent from Cedar

Bhiflf Association.

W. Y, Adams was appointed to preach in the church at

night.

The report on Education was adopted as follows:

EEFORT ON EDrCATION.
Whatever delinitions schoolmen may give to the word Education,

your Committee mean l»y it, the knowledge, and the mental and moral
discipline acquired by the young in school. Tn a sense, education, ;i

kind of education that has its value, that is. in fact, indispensable, is

acquired by all whether in school or not. We learn by observation, by
experience, by reading, by conversation and the knowledge thus acquned
is strengthening to the mental faculties and has a tendency to qualify us
for the fulfillment of our obligations in the various relations of life as
we could not be qualified otherwise. In fact, nearly all the practical
knowledge we gam and the intellectual power we ac(|uire are secured
outside the schoolroom, after leaving it. The education of which wc
speak is the preparation made in school for the future acquisition of
practical knowledge, and the future development of the intellectual and
moral powers. The making of high acquisitions of this sort, without
the foundation laid in childhood and youth in school, is the exception and
not the rule, and hence the stress laid upon education in this sense.
The estimate put upon its value to the citizen, is shown by the expen-
diture made by the State, to put it within the reach of those who shall
become its citizens. The philanthropic man of wealth indicates his

estimate of its value by the liberal use of his means to estaldish and
equip institutions of learning. Christian men show they are nor
unmindful of its worth, by making it one of the ends they seek to pro-
mote in their labors tf love. Parents, by the heavy, but cheerful sacri-
fices they make for their children in this matter. "Train up a child in

the way lie should go and when he is old he will not depart from it" is a
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scriptural injunction of very broad and comprehensive siijnitication,

combined with an exceedingly encouraging promise. The injunction is,

lirst, "train.*' There must )>e training, disciplining, teaching, forming,
mo\il(Jing, shaping. This training is as essentia! to perfect manhood and
womanhood, as the training of the young animal is, to make him an
crticient beast of burden or a safe and pleasant roadster. Without it

there are sure to be found defects and faults in manhood and womanhood,
as in the untrained or imperfectly trained horse or ox. The injunction is.

secondly, "Train up a child."' This training, disciplining, shaping, must
1)6 done, while the suliject of it is in childhood. The character of the
jnari has its found ition laid in childhood and youth. As a rule, worth-
lessuess, pei verseness, vicicusness, wickedness in manhood, is ti'aceable
to the absence of tia:ning or to defective training, in childhood and youth,
while the foundation of goodness, greatness, virtue. puritj% and loveli-

ness, in manliood. is laid, by wise, careful, diligent training, during
the same period ot life. The injunction, in its entirety is, "Train up a
child in tiie way he should go." In the way of truth—"Thou shalt not lie."

In the way of honesty—"Thou shalt not steal." In respect for human
life—"Thou shalt not kill." In love to parents—"Honor thy
father and thy mother." In chastity—"Thou shalt not commit adultery."
Insobriety—"Nor drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of God." In love
to God. in remembrance of the Sabbath, &c. The cheering promise is.

"He shall not dejjart from it." In manhood he shall walk in this way
without embarrassing, mortifying, humiliating departures th'^'refrom
if he be so trained in childhood.

The citizen is not qualified to fulfill as he ought, the responsibilities
resting ujion him without such training. The churchman cannot fully dis-
charge the obligations he has assumed without it. The member of socie-
ty must come short of perfecitly fnltilling his place as such without it. It

is a necessity in all the relations of life. But while we urge the importance
of mental discipline, intellectual culture and worldly knowledge, we
Would not have them unaccompanied with a sanctilied heart. Knowledge
and mental powei must be under the control of a regenerate spirit or thev
may prove a curse instead of a blessing. If they never be made sub-
ject to a spirit renewed by the grace of God, we do not hesitate to pro-
nounce them a curse. Yet this mental training must not be deferred
until the heart shall have been renewed by God's grace, but the one
must be gained, and the other sought until secured.

As there is no Standing Committee on the subject of Ministerial
Education, we think proper to include in our report this branch of the
subject of education. We are happy to observe a marked increase in

the number cf young ministers seeking better preparation for their work
as well as a growing a))preciation of intellectual ctilture and a-ttainraent
in the ministry, on the part of tho churches. The polished, sharp-pointed
shafts of error and infidelity, liurled from every quarter, against the
truth as we hold it, cannot be warded ofl" by those who stand upon the
wallsof our Zion, unless they possess the skill and attainment to erect
strong bulwarks in its defense. Can it be that mental vigor and intel-

lectual acumen are of inestima'^le value to men in pushing foward
their secular interests, and yet be of small worth in the matter of promot-
ing their spiritual concerns? Are talents of the highest order essential
in the establishment and maintenance of earthly kingdoms and govern-
ments, but unnecessary in the building up of God's kingdom on earth?
God may choose and is able to use weak things to confound mighty
ones, but He does not authorize His servants to attempt so to do.

Dr. W. C. Cleveland, of Gadsden, is the President of the Board of
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Miuisterial Eduoation of our State Convention, and would be happy to
communicate in person or ny letter with all desiring information on "this
subject. The Board had under its care 27 young ministers last year,
and it is probable the number will be greatly increased next year.

The schools in the State belonging to the Baptist denomination and
under its fostering care, are the Howard College and the Judson Female
Institute at Marion, and the Alabama Central Female College at
Tuscaloosa. Respectfully submitted,

A. B. GOODHUK, Chairman.

Remark^! were made by several brethren and the claims of
our Slate Institutions presented, viz : Howard College, Judson
Female Institute and Alabama Central Female College.

Report was read on Tpniperanco by J. II. Trotter. After
discussion participated in by W. C. Cleveland, J. R. Trotter
and A. B. Goodhue, the report was amended and the second reso-

lution in reference to comtnunion wine was stricken out. The
report as adopted is as follows :

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.

Gospel temperance, at least so far as ardent spirits is concerned, is not
to use to any extent as a beverage, but entire abstinence. The word tem-
perance occurs in three passages in the New Testament, to-wit: In
Acts xxiv. 25., "And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, &c."
In Gal. V. 23., it is called one of the fruits ot the Spirit. In 2 Peti. C,
"Add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge temper-
ance. Ac." The detinition of temperance in these passages is thorough
self-control, abstinence from all things evil or hurtful, forbearance of
sinful actions. The word temperate is found in three passages in the
New Testament, to-wit: In 1 Cor. ix. 25. "Every man that striveth for
the mastery is temperate in all things." Allusion is here made to the
arymnastic games. The teachers of the gymnastic art forbade their dis-
ciples the use of wine; did not allow the moderate use of it at
all. The apostles' argument is, that if these athletes were thus abstinent
to obtain a perishable, fading crown of leaves and flowers, how much
more ought christians to be abstinent, to obtain an imperishable crown.
If the teachings of the New Testament required abstinence from the
weak fermented wines of the times of Christ and the apostles, how much
more does the spirit of those teachings require the total abstinence from
the strong drinks of the present day, which are so poisonous and ruinous
to the human family. We, as the people of God, are taught in the New
Testatment to abstain from all appearances of evil, to keep away from
temptation. To take alcohol into the system in any quantity is

poisonous to it. Then taking it into the system is not abstaining from
all appearances of evil. Drinking the poisonous, ruinous and destructive
liquors, is no sign of the abhorrence of the evil. Again we are taught to
watch and pray lest we enter into temptation. It is dangerous to use
alcoholic drinks of any kind, for it will increase on any man, lead him
step by step until he is finally ruined in body, mind and soul, and leads
to all other vices. Let every good man and woman do ail in their power
to put the evil away from our boys. It is the duty of all christians to

help in this grand cause, pray for it, talk for it, write for it, work for it in

every way they can to advance the noble cause of emperance. It is

the duty of fathers and mothers to teach their children the danger of
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taking even one drop of tbe cursed tbin<r.

Your Committee oflers for your adoption the following resolution:
KEtiOLVED, That this Association atfectionately but earnestly urges

upon the membership of the churches of which it is composed total

abstinence from all intoxicating liquors as beverages.
J. H. Trotter, Chairman.

A letler was read from Mrs. M. J. Turnley, President of the

W. C T. U., and a resolution adopted as follows

:

Resolved, That we receive the communication from the W. C. T.
v., and welcome them as co-laborers in the Temperance cause.

The Committee on Nominations reported as appointments
for next session : W. Y. Adams, the Missionary Sermon

;

G. B. Wade, alternate. W. C Cleveland, Introductory Sermon,
and M. A. Cornelius,al(ernate.

Union No. 1 was selected as the place for the r.ext Associa-
tion ; time, Friday before the 4th Sunday in September, 1886.

The Committee on Finance subinitted their report as follows :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

"We, your Committee, respectfully report: Amount collected for
Minutes, $2o.23; Home Missions, $123.o5; Foreign Missions, 50 cents:
total, $147.10. J. M. WoFFORD, Chairman,

T. J. Landers,
B. F. SiTZ.

A resolution was passed instructing the Moderator to ap-
point the Executive Committee as other standing committees.

Adjourned to Sunday, 9 a. m. Pra3er by W. Y. Adams.

Sunday 9, a. m.

The Moderator read the CTII Psalm. Prnyer by M. A. Cor-
nelius. The roll was called and the Miuutes read, corrected

and approved.
J. C. Tidmore was received as'a correspondent fi'om the

Cherokee Association.

Standing Committees to report at the next Association were
appointed :

On Education—W. Y. Adams, C. W. P. Philips, .R. D.

Divine.
On Temperance—J. R. Nowlin, Jos. Barnes, D. M. Reeves.
On Sabbath Schools—J. R. Trolter, E. M. Keeling, K. S.

Steele.

On Missions—W. C Cleveland, J. A. Reeves, M. A. Cornelius.
Executive Committee—J. R. Nowlin, Chairman, ^Y. H.

Boozer, D. M. Reeves.
The report on Sabbath Schools was read as follows :
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KEPOirr ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Your committee refiret to see that only three churches in our Asso-
ciation are sustaining Sabbath schools. While this manifest lack of

interest is chargeable to the membership, we would suggest that pastors
may accomplish much good by giving more time and attention to thisef-

lective department ol christian work. Let our motto be an interesting
school in every church. H. E. Harris, )

J. H. Wisdom, r Committee.
D. M. Reeve, )

This report was discussed bv H. E. Harris, W. C Cleveland,

J. M. Wofford, H. B. Ralls, W. Y. Adams and A. B. Goodhue.
Several brethren made statements concernino' the Sabbath School
interest in the churches. It was ascertained from their report';

that there were seven other Sabbath Schools, besides those re-

ported in the letters, existing within the bounds of the Associa-
tion and patronized bv the Baptist denomination, making ten in

all.

On motion of H. B. Ralls, the Executive Committee was in-

structed to appropriate fifty dollars from the Mission fund of the

ensuing year to the Attalla Mission. Fifty dollars more was
raised fur the same purpose by private subscription.

The minute fund being reported short, a collection was taken
and |2.75 was added to the fund.

At 11 o'clock the Missionary Sermon was preached by Elder
H.E. Harris; text. Matt. v. 14 verse, "Ye are the light"of the

world." Although it was a cloudy, rainy day, the house was
well filled, the congr«|^ation was attentive and the services im-
pressive. One notable feature in this, and in fact all the sessions

of the Association, was the excellent singing. Evidently great
improvement is being made in some of our churches in music.

At the close of the services a collection was taken, amount-
ing in cash to $1.3.75, and $3.15 in pledges.

Sunday Afterxoox.
The ordinance of Baptism was administered to ten young

converts by Elder H. R. Culbertson in the presence of a large
concourse of people, after which the Association met in the
church.

The Moderator being detained, A. B. Goodhue was made
Moderator pro tern.

A vote of thanks was tendered the church and community
for their kindness and hospitality.

On motion, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with,
and the Clerk was authorized to print and distribute the minutes.

H. R. Culbertson resumed the chair as Moderator.
A committee of three was appointed to report at the opening



14 jriXUTES OF THE ETOWAH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

of the next session of this Association, By-Laws and Rules
of Order for the future j^overnment of this bodj\ ' Committee:
W. C. Cleveland, J. K. Trotter, H. E. Harris.

The Executive Committee was authorized to employ a Mis-
sionary during the next year

Correspondents appointed to Cherokee Association: C H.
Comer, J. M. Bearden, J. L. Jones, Jos. Barnes.

Cedar Bluff: S. E. Dowdell, W. C. Cleveland, J. M. Wotford,
J. H. Wisdom.

Tallasahatchie and Ten Islands: J. H. Wisdom, J. E.Smith,
C. W. P. Philips, W. U. Boozer.

Cahaba Valley : K. S. Steele, L. Divine, Bro. Cambrou, H. R.
(Julbertson.

Wtirrior River: II. R, Culbertson, M. W. Moore, E. T.
Stevens, D. M. Reeve.

Delegates to State Convention : W. C Cleveland, J. R.
Nowlin, H. R. Culbertson, James Mav, T. A. Smith, K. S. Steele,

W. H. Boozer, G. S. Boozer, M. A. Cornelius, J. R. Trotter.

The Treasurer's report was read and adopted :

REPORT OF TREASURER.
J. R. XoWLiN, Tresurer, to Etowah Baptist AsssociatLou:

To cash on Colportage Fund from J. R. Nowlin $ 10 00
" " " " •' " A. P.. Goodhue 2 GO
" " " '' " "• J. R. Trotter 2 50
'• " " " •' " J. H. Wisdom 2 00

Subscribed last year 16 50
Same fund to-day .<^ 8 75
Collected for Ministerial Education 6 00
From J. N. Akridge, for Missions 5 00
" A\;^illie Richards, " 50
•' Doc Hester, " 1 00
" Public Collections 13 75

$51 50
( ash on hand $51 50

September 27, 1885.

REPORT OF LADIES- AID SOCIETY OF GADSDEN CHURCH.

Paid to T. M. Bailey, for ilissions $ 38 0«J

" " Foreign Mission Journal 5 00

Cash on hand 4 50

$47 50

DOBCAS SOCIETY.
Paid for Benevolence $ '9 GO
" on Pastor's Home 90 00

Cash on hand 68 17

$237

Adjourned with prayer by W. C. Cleveland.
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CONSTITUTION.
The name of this Association shall be "The Etowah Baptist Asso-

ciation."
The officers of the Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk and

Treasurer, who shall perform such duties and perform them in such
manner as is ordinarily required of such otiicers. They shall be elected
at or near the opening of each annual session of the body.

The membership of the Association shall be such churches as shall
see tit and be permitted to represent themselves in its sessions by
delesates.

Each church shall be entitled to one delegate for each 25 members or
fractional part thereof, but every church shall be entitled to at least two
delegates.

The object of this Association shall be the advancement of the Re-
deemer's kingdom not only within its bounds, but throughout the world.
It shall aid and encourage by its means and inf.uence those grand insti-

tutions and agencies, which in the providence of God, have been
estaidished by the wise and good among our brethren, for the spread of
the gospel throughout the world, for the distribution of the Bible among
those destitute of it, for the education of young men for the work of
the ministry, as well as the cause of education generally, for the promo-
tion of the Sunday School cause, the cause of Temperance, etc.

The Association shall employ such means and adopt such measures
as shall seem best calculated to cultivate Christian uiiity and fellow-
ship among the brethren within its bounds, to provoke the brethren to
love and good works, to stir up the pure minds of the brethren by way of
remembrance, to secure individual advancement in the divine life, in
every way as individuals, to illustrate to the world the reality of the
religion of Jesus Christ.

BY-LAWS.
1. Preparatory to the organization of the Association, an Introductory

Sermon shall be preached by a member appointed at the previous session,
and another shall be named at the same time to perform the duty, in case
of the failure of the first.

2. This service being performed, the Moderator, oi*, if he is absent,
the oldest minister present shall open the Association by prayer.

3. He shall call for letters from the churches, when the delegates
shall present them, and take their seats in order,

4. When the Association is regularly organized, as prescribed in the
Constitution, the correspondence with other Associations shall be called
for, the letters read and the messengers received by the right hand of fel-

lowship from the Moderator. These messengers shall be invited to seats
in the Association and accorded the privilege.of speating on any subject
before the body, but not of voting on any. Other visiting brethren may
be invited to seats with the same privilege and prohibition.

5. Subjects not embraced in the last minutes may, at the discretion
of the Associaion, be taken up at any time when there is no business
directly before the body.

6. Any subject not contained in the minutes must be regularly
bj'ought forward by motion, which shall be seconded before it can be
taken up. After this it shall be considered as properly at the disposal
of the Association, unless it be withdrawn by the mover.
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7. No one shall speak oftener than three times on the same subject,
except permitted by the Association. The speaker shall always rise to
his feet and addres-^ the ^loderator.

8. Silence and decorum shall be observed by every member of the
Association while the Dody is in sessien, and more especially in the time
of debate. All personal reflections and remarks tending to wound the
feelings of brethren shall be strictly avoided.

9. No member of the Association shall leave the bouse while the
Association is in session, without leave from the Modei-ator.

10. In order to expedite business, committees shall be raised at the
discretion of the Association, who shall be named by the Moderator.

11. The meeting of the Association shall, on each day of the session,
be opened and closed with prayer.

12. The minutes of each day shall be read at its close and the open-
ing of business, after prayer each succeeding day, when the names of
the delegates shall be called; and the whole minutes of tiie session shall
be read at its close and signed by the Moderator and Clerk.

13. Any alteration in these By-Laws maybe made at any meeting of
the Association by two-thirds of the members present.

RULES OF ORDER.
The rules of order usually observed In- deliberative bodies of this

kind shall be observed by this Association.

Tf any point of order be raised by a member of the body, it shall he
decided by the Moderator; but appeal may be taken from his decision
to that of the body.

"Mell's Parliamentary Practice" shall be used as authority in regard
to questions of order.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.
There is one and but one God, who is a spirit, omniscent, omnipotent,

omnipresent, eternal, unchangeable, infinite in wisdom and goodness,
of inviolable truth, perfectly just, of immaculate holiness, the Creator of
all things, the Preserver of all..and the Supreme Ruler over all.

TheGodhead is a trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three per-
sons in one Divine essence?.

The Son became incarnate, thus uniting in Himself the Divine and
human natures, that He might become the mediator between God and
man, man's final Judge, and by His life, death and resurrection the
Redeemer and Savior of His people.

The Holy Spirit is the sanctilier and comforter of God's people. He
is, through the Divine word, the author of the new or spiritual life, pro-
duced in man in his regeneration.

The Holy Scriptures were given by Divine inspiration, are a revela-
lation of God'=! will to man concerning him and constitute to him an
infallible rule of faith and practice.

Adam and P^ve, the first man and woman, were created holy, and for
a time served their Creator acceptably, living innocently and happily in
His favor, but Adam having been placed under a covenant of works,
violated it, and brought the penalty of the violation upon himself and his
descendants.
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All men partaking of the consequences of the fall, are both totally

depraved and guilty of actual transgression of God's law.

No man can free himself from his native depravity, or from condem-

nation. No man can save himself. There is no way of salvation but by

Jesus Christ.
, , , , , ,

The Christian Sabbath is tlie first day of the week, and should be

kept holy and consecrated to the service and worship of God, in obedi-

ence to the command, ''Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," and

in commemoration of the resurrection, on that day, of our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ.
, t ^ c

The ordinances of the Gospel are two: Haptism and the Lord's Sup-

l)er. The great Head of the church requires the perpetual observance

of these ordinances by the churches, as such, and under their authority.

Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, oy one duly quali-

fied and authorized to administer the right. It is prerequisite to

church membership. .

A Gospel Church is a company of baptized believers, organized under

the law of its Great Head, lor the advancement of God's kingdom in the

world. The officers of a church are its pastors and deacons. Each church

is an independent body, subject only to the command of its Great Head.
The work required of the churches is missionary in its character. "Go
ye unto all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature."

The Holy Spirit continues the work of sanctitication upon those whom
He has regenerated, to the end of life, and thus saves all who ate rege n-

erate from apostacv. ^ , , „

All, who will be finally saved, were chosen of God the Father before

the foundation of the world, and given to Jesus Christ in the covenant ot

grace; yet all who will be lost vi'ill have rejected of their own will a

prottered salvation.
The bodies of all who die will be raised from the dead, and reunited

to their spirits for the Judgment of the Great Day.
In the last day Jesus Christ will come to judge the world, and having

assembled all men before Him, will pass sentence upon them, according

to their works.
. ^ , j

Heaven is a place to which the righteous will be received, and made
perfectlv happy in the presence and enjoyment of God forever.

Hell is a place into which the wicked will be cast, to suffer everlast-

ing punishment for their sins.

ORDAINED MINISTERS
M. A. CORXKLIUS, H. E. Harris, J. A. May,
H. R. CULBERTSON, V. H. Dean, W. N. Chandler,
J. R. Trotter, K. S. Steele, T. S. Logan,
W. Y. Adams, J. A. Reeve, T. A. Smith,
W. C. Cleveland, Jacob Gray, G. B. Wade.
.I.E. Smith, G. A. Steele,

LICENTIATES.
P. M. Archer, B. F. IVIRKLAND, George Chambers.
L. J. Bishop, 0. W. P. Philips, W. P. GiLLILAND,
H. B. Ralls, G. S. Boozer, W. C. Osborne.
L. W.GiNN, M. Bass,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
J. R. NowLiN, Chairman, W. H. Boozer, D. M. Reeve.
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